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Address in Reply.

[ASSEMBLY.] . Questions.

TUESDAY, 81 JULY, 1528.

The SpEAKER (Ion. W. Bertram, Marce)

took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
UNEMPLOYMENT IN QUEENSLAND.
Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) asked the

Premier—

“ Owing to the great amount of unem-
ployment that exlsts in Queensland to-
day, is it the intention of his Govern-
ment to take the necessary steps to have
it considerably reduced by—({a) reducing
taxation; (b) removing 1estuct10ns from
the investment of capital in secondary
industries; (¢) introduction of legislation
giving individuals the right to work 77’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Zairns) replied—

“(a) I refer the hon. member to my
speech on the Address in Reply. ()
Would the hon. member give a definite
case of restriction and also give the
secondary industries in which capital is
to be invested. (¢) Does the hon. mem-
ber suggest that employers be compelled
1o employ men who are out of work?
It is qulte evident he is not now an
employer.”



Questions.

TARATION OF BOOKMAKERS AND REVENUE FROM
TOTALISATORS.
Mr., MAXWELL
Treasurer—
. ‘1. What was the tfotal number of
individual bookmakers who purchased
betting tickets during last financial
year?

2. What was the total taxation paid
by bookmakers (including license fees)
for the year?

‘“ 4. What was the maximum amount
paid by any one bookmaker?

“4. What was the total
received from totalisators?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cairns) replied—

(Toowong) asked the

revenue

“ 1. 419.
‘2. £34,975 4s. 9d.
3. £704 16s. 3d.

‘4. £63,421 10s. 11d.”

-REVENUE FrROM ‘° GoLbDeEN Caskrr,” 1927-28.
Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the
Home Secretary—

“ What was the total revenue received
from the ¢ Golden Casket’ during the last
financial year?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
SBtopford, Mount Morgan) replied—
‘¢ £251,490.”

Moxey INVESTED THROUGH TOTALISATOR AT

ALBION PARK RACECOURSE.
_dr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the
Treasurer—
‘1. What amount of money was
invested through the totalisator at

Albion Park from lst July, 1923, to 30th
June, 19277

“2. How much of the amount was
received by the Government?

‘3. How much of the amount went to
the proprietors?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns) replied—

1. £982,526 10s.

‘2. £66,681 2s. 10d.

3. £85971 1s. 44.”

Couxrry oF ORIGIN or MATERIALS aXD G0ODS
PURCHASED BY RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) asked the Secretary

for Railways

““1. What was the value of materials

and goods of all descriptions purchased

by the department—(a) nianufactured or

produced overseas, giving countries of
origin; (b) other States of Australia?

“2 What was the total value of

materials and goods of all descriptions

manufactured in Queensland and pur-
chased by the department?”
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
“1 and 2. The information is in-course
of preparation.”

TXAMINATION AND EMPLOYMENT OF APPRENTICES.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) asked the Secretary
for Labour and Industry—

“In connection with apprenticeship,

what was the number during last financial

year qf—(a) applicants; (b) those who sat
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for oxamination; (e¢) those who passed
the examination; and {d) those who
secured employment?”’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich)
replied—

“ (@) The

number of
apprenticeship was 1,31L.

“(8) Entrance examinations for
apprenticeship are not necessary.

“(¢) For a minor to register in the
electrical trade he must produce evidence
of having passed the high school en-
trance examination, State scholarship
examination, or some other recognised
examination of at least equal standard.
For the other trades the standard of
education is as follows:—

For the undermentioned trades, fifth
class first half-year in State schools:—
Carpentry and joirery, plumbing,
confectionery, coopering, dental
mechanics, fitting and turning, motor
mechanies, cabinet-making, piano
and reed organ tuning and repairing,
pipe organ building and tuning, com-
posing, retail butchering, watchmak-
ing, jewellery, and optometry;

and for the following trades, fourth

class third half-year standard in State

applicants for

schools : —

Boot, bricklaying, painting, sign-
writing, stonemasonry, plastering,
coach and motor-body building, clay-
working, tailoring, cooks, -cleciro-
plating, blacksmithing, moulding,

hoilermaking, patternmaking, copper-
smithing, french polishing and stain-
ing, wickerwork, wood machining,
venetian  blind  making, bedding
making, upholstery, glas: bevelling,
picture frame making, leather, letter-

press machining, lithography, pro-
cess engraving, bookbinding, sheet
metal.

“(d) 526 minors secured cmployment
as apprentices.”

Frst SECTION, SOUTH BRISBANE-KYOGLE
RaLway.
Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“ 1, What was the cost of resumption
in regard to the first section of the South
Brisbane-Kyogle line, from South Bris-
bane to Kyogle?

9. What is the distance of the first
seetion ?

“3z On what date was worl com-
menced, and when is it estimated to be
finished ? ’

“4, What is the cost on the latest
available date, and how much is it esti-
mated will be required to complets the
job?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Kepped) replied—

«1. The net cost—after allowing for
sale of houses and rentals reccived for
resumed propertics—was £186,589 5s. Td.

“9 The length of the first section—
day labour—is 7 miles 65 chains.

“ 3. Work was  commenced . 19th
January, 1925. The Railway C‘ouncil
expects to complete the section next year,
but date of completion is largely depen-
dent upon the availability of funds. The
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Federal Government restricted the funds
for this work during the latter half of
the past financial year.

The Queensland section will be completed
before the New South Wales construction
is finished.

“3. The amount will depend upon the
quantity of work yet to be executed and
nicasured; also upon Award rates of
pay, etc.—vide couditions of agreement.

“4. The expenditure upon work per-
formed vo 23rd June, 1923, i« £256,000.
The additional amounf required to com-
plete the work is, approximately,

£287,000.”

4. SBee answer to No. 3.
QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT CONTRACT FOR FIRST
SeorioN, Souri BriseaNe-KYoGLE RAILWAY.

Mr., KERR (£noggera) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

ESTIMATED AND AcTUsL COST OF VARIOUS
GoverNMENT BuinpiNes.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

“In regard to the South Brisbane-
Kyogle-Grafton Railway, will he state—

1. As contractors for the building cf
the second section of the abovemen-
tioned railway, what amount has the
Queensland Governnent received ?

2. Is it likely that the section will
be completed by March, 19297

5. What is the estimated amount,
based on the conditions outlined in the
agrcement, required from all sources
to co: nn]cte the job?

4, s he still satisfied that the tender
price of his Government—viz.,
:81 130,142—subject to certain conditions
in 1ccm1d to wages and hours, will not

be exceeded 77

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

tHon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1. The amount rececived by ths
Qucensland Government as contractors to
23rd June, 1928, was £798,166.

“2. It is expected that the work will
be completed ne\f year. Excessively wet
local weather during the past two years

1. What was the estimated and the
actual cost of the following works:—

{a) Gencral Hospital—New wards and
the remodelling of lavatory block?

(b) Additions, etc.,, to Roma Street
police barracks?

(¢} Reconstruction of Ipswich Railway
Workshops ?

() Erection of new fire station, South
Brisbane ?

(e) Erection of new building, Ca,lrns
Ambulance ?
) {f) New dormitory block, Gatton Col-
cge?

(9) Additions, night nurses’ quarters
at Goodna?

(%) Erection of Toowoomba Hospital
Maternity Ward?

(i) Maternity ward and  nurses
quarters, Townsville?

(j) Parramatta State School, Cairns?
‘2. Were public tenders called for any

of these jobs?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Klrwan Brisbane) replied—

has retarded the progress of the work. “1—
— — 'jr R
- Esgg;%.ted Excess. Saving. \ -

=

7) Parramatta State | 9,235 17 0| 9,493 17

]
i
| Actual Cost.
[

d. d. :
(a) Ge%ara,l Hospital— | 63, 963 5 0 |64, 632 17 9!

w Ward

€
(b) Additions, &c.,, to| 16,047 13 0 |24,312 14 9

Roma Street Police
Barracks

!
|
|
|
|
|

| !
Reconstruction of | The Hon, Me mber might ad

Tpswich
‘Workshops !
Erection of New Fire | 24,761 4 6 12539016 5
Station, South Bris- ;

Railway ‘{ Minister for

bane

Erection of New| 9,730 0 0, 884512 9
Building, Cairns

Ambulance

Block, Gatton
College
Additions, Night| 5,969 0 0!
Nurses® = Quarters, :
Goodna |
Erection of Too- 25,189 14 ¢ 17,950 6 8
\&)omba Maternity ’ :

t
|
i
|
New Dormitory | 2,576 16 o‘i 2,100 17 4

4,246 19 10

Ward and Nurses’ | to date
Quarters, Towns-
ville

o

School

669 2 9
/8,265 1 9

ard ! :
Erection of Maternity, 28344 13 ¢ [22,000 0 0

s. d. £ s d.
‘ Excess due to variation of
{ _ Building Trades Award
L“(cess due to variation of
Building Trades Award,
and  additional  work
i carried out during pro-
I gress of job, including
i retaining wall, garage,

dress this qujestion to the'

Railways
628 11 11 \ Excess due to variation of
! Building Trades Award,
i and extra excavations
- for foundations
. 881 7 3! ..
475 18 8 ; .
|
1,722 0 2
|
. 7,239 7 4 R

" Work not yet completed

|
[
| Excess due to wet weather
| conditions _and  extra
i cost of septic tank , &e.




Questions.

EXPENDITURE AND FEDER:Y. GOVERNMENT CON-
TRIBUTIONS, DUNWICH AND DIAMANTINA
STATE INSTITUTIONS.

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Home Secre-
tary-——

“1. What was the total expenditure
for last financial year on the Dunwich
and Diamantina State Institutions, and
the total contribution of the Federal Go-
vernment on behlf of pensioner inmates?

‘2. What is the amount of the Federal
Government’s contribution per pensioner
inmate ¢’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan) replied-—

£ s d
“1. Expenditure—
Dunwich . 47,627 15 8
Jiamantina Hospital 17,908 14 6
Contribution by Federal -
Government on be-
half of pensioner
inmates—
Dunwich . 13,450 11 O
Diamantina Hospital 1,893 5 5

“2 The Federal Government pay to
the State Government 10s, 6d. per pen-
sioner 1nmate per week, and to each
inmate 4s. per week, making a total
payment of 14s. 6d. per week.”

REVENUE rROM CrOwN TIMBER AND REVENUE
IxPENDITURE ON REAFFORESTATION, 1027-28.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary

for Public Lands—

“ What was—(a) the total rvevenue
derived from Crown timber during last
financial year; and (J) the total expendi-
ture from revenue on reafforestation? ”

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) replied—

“ Receipts.

£
Revenue . . 236,725
Forestry and lumbering recoup-
ments . 107,897
Harvesting and marketing 117,761
State sawmills . 180,204
£642,587
FExpenditure.
Revenue—
Salarics ... ... 27,193
Travelling and incidentals ... 5,495
Extra living allowance 398
Loan—
Reafforestation . .. 30,995
Reconstruction, State saw-
mills . . 10,666
Trust—
Forestry and lumbering fund 95,689

Harvesting and marketing
fund ... ... 117,761

State sawmills—

Salaries and wages 41,030
Purchases 143,607
£472,834 7

EsTiMATED Co3T OF DAwWsON VALLEY
TRRIGATION SCHEME.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—
“What is the estimated cost of the
Dawson Valley irrigated land settlement
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scheme, including the cotstruction of the
Nathan Dam, apart from that pertaining
to railway construction? ”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympic) replied—

¢ £1,968,000.”

Cosr or RatLway CONSTRUOTION, DAwson
VALLEY [RRIGATION SCHEME.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Sccre-
tary for Railways—

1. What has been the cost to date of
railway construction in connection with
the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme?

«2. Is there still further work to be
done in this connection, and, if so, what
is the estimated cost? ”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

1, Baralaba-Castle Creek (Theodore)
—£396,729, including land resumptions
and surveys.

2. No.”

NEGOTIATIONS FOR PURCHASE OF MEATWORKS
FOR ABATTOIR PURPOSES.
Mr. EDWARDS

Premier—

(Wanango) asked the

1. Is the Government negotiating for
the purchase of a meatworks for abattoir
purposes ?

“9. If so, from whom?

“3%. Has
reached ?

any agreement yet Deen

«“4. If so, what is the arranged price,
and is it payable in cash or securities?

<5 FHas any independent valuation
been obtained? If so, who are the
valuers? ”’

The PREMIER MecCormack,

Cairns) replied—

1 to 5. The Government are nob
negotiating for the purpose of purchasing
a meatworks for abattoir or any other
purpose. The Nationalist and Country
Party, who are in control of the city of
Brisbane, gave a definite promise to the
electors that they would establish munici-
pal abattoirs in the DBrisbane district.
The Government are not anxious to
relieve the Nationalist and Country
Party of their solemn obligation to pro-
Vide a clean and hygienic method of
slaughtering the city’s meat supply.”

(Hon. W.

Duties OF VISITING JUSTICE.

Mr. KERR (Enoggere) asked the Home
Secretary—

<1, Briefly, what arc the duties of the
visiting justice who is under his juris-
diction? ”

«9 Ts he continuously employed, and
if not, how many days has he been
employed during the twelve months ended
70th June, 1928, and what amount did he
receive? ”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan) roplied—

«“1. The visiting justice visits the

caaritable institutions, hears complaints
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and ascertains whether there has been a
breach of regulations or by-laws on the
part of inmates or of the servants of the
institutions; he inspects the wards and
ascertains whether they are kept in
proper order, visits pusons once at least
in every week, sees prisoners and hears
comp1amts examines clothing, bedding,
and rations.

“2. He iz employed continuously and
receives a salary of £250 per annum.
When travelling outside DBrisbane, an
allowance of 16s. per day is paid.”

Norrces oF RESUMPTTION OF PPASTCRAL
HorLpines.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

1. With respect to what pastoral
lcases have notices of resumption been
served during the present year?

“2. In which of such cases have the
notices of resumption since been with-
drawn?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympic) replied—

““1. The following resumptions from
pastoral holdings were made under sec-
tion 146 between 1st July, 1927, and 27th
July, 1928 :—

R | _ Area Date of Takes
Holding. { Resumed. | Notice. | Effect.
| 8q. Mis. !

Canobie 17 7-7-27 1-2-28
Canobie 1

West 123 7727 1-2-28
Mount f

Douglas | 28 ,",‘ 14-7-27 1-2-28

Woolerma i 1-12-27 1-6-28

Beechal 149 ﬁ, 19-7-28 ‘ 1-2-29
< 2 N l 1

UNATTENDED STATF RAILWAY STATIONS AND
ACCIDENT AT ALICE.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah) asked the Secrotary
for Railways—

“ 1. From what dates were unattended
staff stations instituted at Alice, Beta,
Taraborah, and Drummond, and what
saving has been effected by such action ?

“2 What was the total cost of the
smash at Alice in April, 1926 (including
f]arr;age to rolling-stock and replacing on
ine

‘3. What accidents (if any) have
occurred at any of the above stations
since the Alice smash?

“4. What was the cause of the
accidents (Questions 2 and 3)?

“5, Does he consider the stations
mentioned safe to the travelling public?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Eeppel) replied—

“1. Beta—4th April, 1924;
26th  March, 1925;

Alice—
Taraborah—29th

June, 1927; Drummond 18th  August,
1927. Total saving, £4,056.

‘2. £805.

‘3. Nil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

“4, Causc of the accident at Alice was
the breaking of the gauge glass on the
engine. The steam and water diverted
the driver’s attention from his duties.

“5. Yes.”

ForrriTep MINeRAL LEASES oF DMUNGANA

CowpaNy, sxD Price or Leap 1w 1917

AND 1922
Mr. KELSO (¥undah) asked the Secretary

for Mines—

‘1. Referring to his statement that
Mr. McClelland and party took up the
forfeited leases of the Mungana Com-
pany in 1817, and subsequently in the
same year abandoned them, is it not a
fact that this party took up only the
Griffith mine, while Reid and party took
up the Girofia and Lady Jane?

‘2. Who were the partners with Reid
in the syndicate prior to its formation
into a company?

3. When the Government purchased
the Mungana mines for £40,000 from
the company, why did it not also pur-
chase the Griffith mine from McClelland
and party?

‘4, What was the price of lead in
1917 when the Mungana mines were
taken up by Reid and party, and what
was the price in 1922 when thesc mines
were purchased by the Government?”

‘The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington) replied—

1. The Griffith mine was onc of the
Mungana-Chillagoe  Company’s leases
with the Lady Jane and Girofla, and
they became fmfelted at the same time.
The Grifith mine was taken up by
McClelland and party some time before
Reid applied for the Lady Jane and
Girofla, and the statement referred to
was to show that these mines were
available to any applicant before Reid
applied.

“ 2 The lessee was Frederick Reid.
“ 3. There was never any such pro-
posal before the Government.

“4. YLondon market price of lead—
September, 1917, £30 10z ; March, 1922,
£20 15s.”

WORKERS® DWELLINGS AND WORKERS'
Howmus, 1927-28.

Mr. KING (Zogan) asked the Sccretary

for Public Works—

1, What was the total number of
completed dwellings and homes respec-
tively during the last hnanclal vear, and
the approximate total cost in each casc?

2. What was the number of applica-
tions made, the number approved, and
the amount applied for workers’ dwel-
lings and workers’ homes respectively
during the last financial year?

€3, What was the number of applica-
tions refused and/or held over?
“4, What was the total amount appro-

priated for such homes and dwellings for
the last financial year?

5, What is the maximum amount
advanced for a worker’s home?”
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Questions.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—

! Workers' Workers’
Dwellings. Homes.

“(1.) Buildings ! |

completed .. 745 i 400
Total cost i £461,870 © £230,008
“(2.) Applications dealt . ;
¢ with .. Lo 912 i 629
Applications i I B
approved ... 817 . bbb
Amounts  applied ;
or .. .. £586,400 ! £361,016
i
“ (3.) Applications refused 8 l 11
Applications with- ; i
drawn .. .- 18 i 40
Applications held |
over .. 69 23
“(4.) Total amount ap- .
propriated for !
financial year
1927-28 .. £414,000 | £286,000

“ (5.) As a general rule £600, but applications are
dealt with on their merits.”

Ramway, NEw SOUTH
WALES, AND HEXTENSION OF QUEENSLAND
BorbER RAILWAY.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Werwick) asked the
Secretary for Raitlways—

“1, Has he noted, or is he aware of,
the proposal of the Government of New
South Wales to push on with the con-
struction of rallway from Bourke to
Barringun ?

“2.Is he aware that New South
Wales Works Committee is engaged in
or contemplates an inquiry on the sub-
ject at certain Queensland centres with
the object of obtaining information in
support of the above railway and the
North-South Railway?

‘3. Ie he awarc that the construction
of the North-South Bourke-Barringun
section will tap and sccure the bulk of
Queensland south-western border trade?

“ 4, Have the Government given con-
sideration to, and what means do
they intend to adopt to protect, Queens-
land trade for Qucensland ports?

“5. Js it the intention of the Govern-
ment to proceed with the construction of
the Border Railway section from Dirran-
bandi, which was recommended and
approved by Parliament in 1914, and is
it the intention of the Government to
proceed further with this strategic border
railway till it junctions with New South
Wales railway proposal?”

'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Aeppel) replicd—

“1 to 5. These questions involve con-
sideration of Government policy, and
should be addressed to the honourable the
Premier.”’

Mioe Pragur of Darning Downs, anD Losses
TO MAIZE AND WHEAT (ZROWERS.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (WWarwick) asked the

Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—

“1.Is he aware of the great loss sus-
tained by maize and wheat growers on
the Downs this season by mice plague,

[31 JoLy.]
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and which 1is "also responsible for a
number of cases of mice fever among
farmers? -

“2. Is he aware that on account of
enormous losses caused by rats and mice
in France, United States, and other
countries, an International Conference
was held in Havre in May as the first
allied movement to check mice and rat
depredation and distribution of flth
and disease?

3. Will he cause inquiries to be made
as to the conclusions arrived at, and
ascertain course recommended to be
adopted to check such depredations and
disease 7"’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith,

“1. Yes.
‘2. No. official intimation.

3. Yes. The department has advocated
the use of calcium cyanogas, which has
proved efficacious in the destruction of
rodents and similar vermin attacking
cereals. TFurther, the Government has
agreed to advance the sum of £36,00)
to the Wheat Pool Board for the pur-
pose of enabling the board to store wheat
under more satisfactory conditions than
those now prevailing: £20.000 of this
amount is now available to the board.”

FLOUR, BRrAN, AXT Porrarnd RECEIVED AT
WALLANGARRA, 1927-28.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) asked the

Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—-

‘1. What tonnage of the following
commodities was reccived at Wallan-
gavra from Ist July, 1927, to 30th June,
1928—(a} Flour; (b) bran; and (c)
pollard ?

“2. To what railway destinations were
such commodities railed ?

3. Is the Government aware that an
extraordinary concession is made by the
New South Wales Railway Department
by which flour is railed from Sydnev to
Wallangarra at approximately 6s. 5d. per
ton, and bran and pollard at 5s. per
ton?

“4. Is it the intention of the (Govern-
ment to adopt means to meet such unfair
exploitation of Queensland’s trade?”

The SECRETARY T'OR AGRICULTURE

AND STOCK (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Muackny) replied—

“1 and 2. I would refer the hon.
member to the Minister for Railways.

“3. Yes.
4, The Queensland Government has

no control of freights charged over the
New South Wales railways.”

TuPORTED FLOUR PURCHASED BY STATE STORES

Boarp, 1927-23.
Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwicl) asked the

Premicr—

“ 1. What is the total number of tons
of imported flour purchased by the Stores
Department for year ended 30th June,
1928, and +what is the average cosl per
ton of flour so purchased?

“2. Is it a standing regulation unot
to purchase Queensland flour if imported
flour is procurable at 5 per cent. less?”’
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The PREMIER (Hon, W, McCormack, The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURDE

Cairns) replicd—

“ 1. The only Southern flour that has
been purchased by the State Stores Board
for the year ended 30th June, 1928, has
been a total quantity of 36 tons from
Townsville and Cairns merchants and
Brisbane agents for issue to State stations
in the northern part of the State. For
all other supplies of flour for Government
institutions aud services only Queensland-
made flour has besn purchased, and the
business has been equally divided between
the different Queecnsland milling com-
ranies. All flour purchased has been at
the ruling market rate on day of pur-
chase,

“92 No.”

C'ORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL PUPILS AND
SCHOLARSHIDS.

Mr. LLEWELYN (Z'vowoomba), for Mr.
FARRELL (Zoclhampton), asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction—

“1. What was the number of cor-
respondence school pupils who sat for
the last scholarship examination?
 “ 2. How many passed the examina-
tion ?

3. Under what conditions
exatninations held 77’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Flon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
I"wlley) replied—

“1. 22,

“2.13.

13

are the

8. The conditions are the same as
for all scholarship candidates, except that
the miscellaneous paper is not taken
by correspondence school candidates.”

ScHOOL INsrEcTORS DUE FOR RETIREMENT.

Mr. LLEWELYN (oowoomba), for Mr.
FTARRELL (Rockhampton), asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction—

. ‘1. What are tho names of the district
inspeclors of schools who are due for
retirement “under the Public Service
Rogulations ?

“2 On what date was each due for
retirement i

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude

Talley) replied—

1. (i) Fowler, Joscph Longton, B.A ;
(ii.) Kemp, Charles; (111.) Taylor,
William.

2. Mr. Fowler attained the age of
sixty-five (65) years on the 10th November,
1927; Mr. Kemp on the 25th January,
%ggg ;”aud Mr. Taylor on the 22nd March,

PRODUOTION AND HEXPORTS OF SUGAR FOR SIX
YEaRs, aND PRICE PAID TO PRODUCERS.

Mr. MOORE (4ubdigny) asked the Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock—

“ For cach of the past six seasons, what
has been--{a) the total production of
sugar; (b} the quantity exported; (c)
the average price per ton paid to pro-
ducers 77

AND STOCK (Hon.
Muackay) replied—
“A(a), (8), and {e)—

(

W. Forgan Smith,

)

i Average

i Sugar Quantity Price

Season. Purchased‘ Exported | Paid to

l (Actual (Actual | Producer

Touns). | 'Tons). per Ton

| i 94 N.T

| [

i | £ 5 d.
1922 .. | 287,785 2,205 30 6 8
1923 l 277,922 | 16,415 279 0 0O
1924 S| 419,312 | 78779 26 0 0
1925 Lo 499,390 211,062 16 10 7
1926 .. | 401,638 | 74,747 24 10 10
1927 . I 490,061 Z 152,384 22 0 4

Nvvpnr OF IMPLOVEES IN RAILWAY DEPART-
MENT, 1827-28.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“ What was the total number of
employeces in the Railway Department
on 30th June last—{¢) Open lines; (%)
construction 77

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) replied—
“(a) 19,624 ; () 2,892

PAPER.

'The following paper was laid on the

table : —

Regulations and Orders in Council under
the Irrigation Act of 1922

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—I'IRST ALLGTTED
: Dav.

Question stated—

“That the following Address be pre-
sented to the Governor in reply to the
Speoch delivered by His Excellency in
opening this, the Third Session of the
Twenty-fourth Parliament of Quecns-
land : —

“ May it please Your Excellency,—

“We, His Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjects, the Members of the Legislalive
Assembly of Queensland, in Pariiament
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel-
lency of our continued Joyalty and
affection towards the Throne und Person
of our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
tender our thanks to Your IExcellency
for the Speech with which you have heen
pleased to open the present session.

“The various measures to which- Your
Excellency has referred, and all other
matters that may be brought before us,
will receive our most careful considera-
tion, and it will be our earnest endeavour
so to deal with them that our labours
may tend to the advancement and pros-
perity of the State "—

On which Mr. MOORE
moved

“That the question be ‘amended by
the addition of the following words—

‘but we desire to inform Your Exccl
lency that the Government does not
possess the confidence of this House.” ””

(Aubigny) had
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Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): I rise to support
the amendment moved by the Leader of the
Oppesition, and I fecl that at no time has
an amendment been more aptly moved nor
at a more opportune tims. I know perfectly
well that, in all probability, the amendment
will be dofeated in this House; but that
does not signily anything because, although
machine politics may defeat the amendment
in this House, it is perfectly obvious to any-
one who is but a casual observer that the
Government has lost the confidence of the
people one hundred times over.

I intend, more or less, to direct my atten-
tion for a while to the address which was
delivered by the Premier in defence of his
Government.  The hon. gentleman started
off by ba,ymg that he had nothing to reply
to, and then it took him an hour and a-half
apparently to say nothing. (Opposition
laughter.) There 1s one pomi upon which
T would like to compliment the hon. member,
and that is his modesty. I think his modesty
was quite becoming—particularly that sort
of modesty which asks “ Who is the King?”’
and replies ‘“ No other than I; although I
say so mysclf.” That is the sort of modesty
to which I erefer, and it was most marked
w‘mn he was deahng with the question of

maiden spesches. At the time I could
not help thinking of Mark Twain when
ne said ‘¢ Julius Caesar is dead; Napoleon
is dead; and I'm not feeling very well

myself.”  (Laughter.) That 1s the sort
of modesty he showed, which was no
doubt due to the fact that he respected the
charges of the Leader of the Opposition and
realised the seriousness of the position. I ean
only say that his speech generally could be
described as as clear an enunciation of the

Jovernment’s position as was his own
cxplanation at the time the ¢ Courier” was
calling him their commander-in-chief and
the * Standard” was placing him in the cate-
gory of Billy Hughes—he made his speech as
clear as he did on that occasion.

When he got into the realms of finance
entered into by his Government—particu-
larly that portion dealing with his taxation
plopo«als—he reminded me of the Pharisee,
who turned his eyes to heaven, and %ald
“Thank God 1 am not as other men are.’
He made an apology for his predecessors;
but just exactly as, when you analyse the
Pharisee’s statement, so when you analyse
the hon. gentleman’s statements they cannot
be borne out by facts.

1 intend fo start to deal with the point
which the hon. gentleman raised with
mWard to taxation. He tried to convince

the House, and apparently ho intends to try
to convince the country, that he is a wizard
of finance—s new Pierpont Morgan. (Go-
vernment laughter.) TLet us look at his
record. Since he and hi¥ Government came
into power they have taxed the people to the
extent of £42426,379. The hon. gentleman
cannot be held ‘eaponmble for the whole of
that amount, but he has been a Xinister and
a supporter of the Government who have
been responsible for it. They have taxed
the people by £34,296,593 morc than any
other Government taxed them in a similar
period. It shows clearly that there has been
no dearth of taxation sinee this Government
have been in power.

Let us deal more particularly with the
hon. gentleman’s record—that 1s what we
are reviewing at the moment. He had last
vear a record revenue of £1,820,814 more
than his immediate predeceseor Tt i quite

{81 Jury.]
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a simple maiter te finance if you have an
everlasting supply of money, no matter
whence 1t comes. If his financing had been
based on the policy which he so often pro-
tesscs—-economy—thare would have been
something in the argument; but the fach
remains that whilst his revenue has increased
,)o has his expenditure. The expenditure
during his period of office was £1,827,276
more than that of his immediate predf\-
cessor, despite all his talk of economy. When
the hon. gentleman took control in 1925-1926
the expenditure per head was £16 11s. 1d.;
in 1926-1927--the first ycar after he took
control—the expenditure was £18 2s. 4d. per
head; and in 1927-1928-—that year when he
claims such rigid economy took place—we
find it had increased to £18 1Is. 10d., prov-
ing clearly that the surplus of which he is
now talking did not result from any economy.
It came from another scurce altogether,
which meant that he had a record revenue
as well as o record expenditure. And then
the hon. gentleman claims—“1 have lived
within my income!”

The Preumrer: So I have.

Mr. SIZE He claims “I have not
increased taxation; I have not done this; I
have not done that.”” Well, let us look at his
record.

The Premizr: IEvery State of the Com-
monwealth got more money last year.

Mr. SIZER: Let us compare the record
of the hon. gentleman with that of Mr.
Theodore. In 1922-23, Mr. Theodore in-
creased taxation by «£89,411, whilst in the

next year he decreased it by
[11 a.m.] £286,316. In Mr. Gillies’ reign
as Treasurer in 1924-25, there

was an increase of taxation of £296,960.
Now let us deal with the hon, gentleman.
In 1925-26, he increasd taxation by £189,961;
in 1926-27, he increased it by £398,218; and
in 1927-28, by £475,742. In other words, he
has been the most extravagant Treasurer
that this State has ever had. Of the total
increase in taxation during the past six
years—which has amounted to £1,163,976—
the present Treasurer has been resvonyble
directly for £1,063,921, or 91 per cent

The Treasurer: Without any increase in
the taxes.

Mr, SIZER: The hon. gentleman has
been responsible more than anybody else,
vyet he cries, * Thank God, I am not like
other men.”

But that is mnot all. This enormous
increase has gone on since 1924, when the
hon. gentleman said taxation had reached
its limit in Queensland. Since then he has
increased it by over £1,000,000 in the aggre-
gate, and has increased the per capita rate
from £4 9s. 2d. to £5 10s. 9d. What is the
cause of that? The cause 1s that the hon.
gentleman will say anything at any time
that happens to suit his argument at that
time, and in 1924 it suited him to say that
Queenﬂland had reached its limit of taxa-
tion.

The Premier: So it had.

Mr. SIZER: Then why did the hon.
gentleman not stop there? The hon. gentle-
man has to bear in mind that his total debit
balances, amounting to £850,000, prove that
in his own individual ﬁnzncmﬂ as Treasurer
he has shown himsel{ the worst this State
has had. I say frankly that a Government
must balance its ledger; but the greatest

My, Siger.]
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spendthrift in the world can show a surplus
if he has an inexhaustible supply of money
to draw from. Kven Monty Brewster could
not get rid of his.millions. Can anyone for
one moment say that that is good financing?
The hon. gentleman reminds me of the
extravagant spendthrift who commences the
vear with a debit, secures a windfall in the
mlddle of the year, then enters upen a
bacchanalian financial jazz, and at the end of
\1’1(’ vear with a pound 1n his pocket exclaims,

“What a wonderful financier I am ! It is
jreposterous on the part of the hon. gentle-

nan to attempt to lay claim to being a
wonderful financier.

Let me now deal with his claim that he
has not increased taxation.

The Premier: I have not increased the
incidence of taxation.

Mr. SIZER: The incidence of taxation,
in the first place, must have been 1mqu1tous
and wrong if, after the budgeting for certain
balances, 1t is discovered that tho prophecy
on the part of the Opposition has come to
pass—that the taxation imposed has created
a burden beyond the power of the com-
munity to bear. The hon. gentleman claims
that there has been no increase in the inci-
dence of taxation, and that the mcreased
revenue is derived from increased taxable

income. Of course, the revenue derived is
from taxation based on the incidence
imiposad.  The hon. gentleman has increased

railway charges and freights from 10 per
cint. to 50 per cent.; he has imposed the
gift duty; he has II)C‘Q'l_:Od the stamp duty;
he has increszed licensing fees; he has
increased metor fees; he has imposed a
heavy wvehicle tax; he has increased the
contributions to the Unemployed Workers’
Insurance Fund from 3d. to 6d. per week;
he has reimposed the super land tax, and
maintained the super income tax. Vet he
claims to have balanced the ledger without
increasing taxation! When the hon. gentle-
man was speaking the other night he was
not sure whether he was prophetic or
romancing when he remarked, ¢ When the
Opposition get on this side of the IHouse.’

i am inclined to think that he was pro-
phetic.
The SECRETARY FOrR ACGRICULTURE: Hcho

answers ¢ When 777

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly well that there will be a time, and

that time is very close at hand. (Govern-
ment laughter.)
Opposyrron MEemBERS : Hear, hosr!

Efr. SIZER: It is quite obvious that the
surplus which has been produced was not
produced as a result of economy. I have
shown that it has been derived from
increased taxation; but having bled the
people white, created a depression in
Queensland to an unprecedented extent, his
lust for money was not vet satisfied, and he
had to make a wanton and merciless attack
upon the poor innocent little ¢ Teddy Bear,”’
thereby outraging public sentiment, and
from such a source providing nine-tenths of
his surplus.  The poor innocent little > “Teddy

Bear”” was responzible for p]onmng nine-
*(‘nths of the surplus! What did the hon.
gentleman care about the ““ Teddy Bear”?
What df d be care about public outery? Not
a whit The “Teddy DBear” was the
means for producing a surpivs, and that
was all he cared for. It is a sorry plight
when this State has to produce a surplus

[Mr. Sizer.
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under such conditions. I have trenchantly
dealt with the claim of the hon gentlemarn
and his record as a ¢ heaven-born financier.”

The other night the hon. gentleman pre:
ceeded to build up a case on half-truths, and
they were most apparent when he was ‘deal-
ing with trade balances. I intend to deal
with that subject, and I hope that I shall be
infinitely more accurate than was the hoen.
gentleman when dealing with it. 1 will
agree that since the hon. gentleman
assumed the remns of the Premiership he
has introduced an atmosphere of inaccuracy,
and it may be contagious. I intend to avoid
falling into that trap which the hon. gentle-
man has laid. In dealing with trade
balances he attempted to build up a caw
to prove that Quecnsland had a favourable
trade balance. That is t6 say, our exports

cxceeded our imports. He referred to the
figures-—
£
Imports 11,000,000
Exports 19,900,000
The hon. gentleman then proceeded to build

up the case that, because of this fact, Queens-
land was like Horatio holding the bridge,
as she was supplying wealth to the whole of
Australia. The hon. gentleman knows that
these figures were inaccurate,

The PremiEr: I did not give figures. You

quote my specech.

Mr. SIZER: I am giving the figures.
The hon. gentleman based hix argument on
those figures, and attempted to draw the
inference that we had a favourable trade
balance of £8,000,000 odd. That was one of
the half-truths which the hon. gentlemsn tried
to get away with. 1 am going to explain that
fully. Only last session we asked the hon.
gentieman for information dealing with inter-
state trade, and he told us that no figures
wore available. That was the truth. The
figures regarding the trade balance which hLe
attempted to quote only deal with oversea
trade, which does not in anv way reflect the
true position of the trade of Queensland.

The Premier: Do you say that we import
more than we export?

Mr. SIZER: I intend to go through the
figures, and the hon. gentleman will find
very soon where he stands. It is a well-

known fact that Customs duty is paid in the
State into which goods are imported. I
further intend to show that the manufac-
tures of Queensland are declining. therefore
the manufacturing wealth of Queensland
must also be declining.  That is met by
Queensland being an agency State for the

goods imported into Victoria and New
South Wales, in which States the Customs
duty is paid.

The Preymirr: Would that Customs duty

amount to £4,000,0007

Mr., SIZER:
than £4,000,000.

The Prewirr: The Customs duty collected
in Queensland does not represent the whole
of the duty payable on goods coming into
Queensland.

Mr. SIZER: The hon.

&0, and argue that point.

I say it amounts to more

gentloman can say

The Previzr: Do we not cxport any sugar
or meat?
Mr. SIZER : Might T ask, Mr. Speaker, if
the hon. gentleman is malking this speech,
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The SPEAKER: The hon. member
appears to be inviting interjections.

Mr. SIZER: It is fairly clear that, if our
own manufacturing interests are declining,
goods must be coming into Queensland from:
somewhere. If not, the people of Queens-
land cannot be enjosxing the same standard
of living as the people in the other States.
If that.is so, then it is a fair assumption
that the figures showing the imports per
head would be fairly general all over Aus-
tralia, and the extraordinary point is that
in Victoria and New South Wales, where
the greatest industrial progress is being
made, the greatest imports are shown by
the Customs returns. This fact clearly shows
that they also export. Lct me give the
figures per head of the imports by several
States during the last three years—

£
New South Wales .. 82
Victoria ... 88
Queensland ;i o
These figures are from the Customs sbtatistics.
The PreMiER: The information is not
accurate.
Mr. SIZER: Then the hon. gentleman
has answered his own argument. He states
that the f{igures are not accurate, and I

say that his argument is not accurate.

The PrEMIER: What about the £9,000,000
trade balance?

Mr. SIZER: If there is a balance of
£9,000,000, then the figures I have quoted
are accurate; if not, the people of Queens-
land are on a much lower standard of living
than the people of New South Wales.

Mr.

Mr. SIZER: If the hon. gentleman will
allow me to proceed, T will endeavour to
show him that my argument is correct.

Mr. HaNroN: Yours is a ““Teddy Bear”
argument,

Mr. SIZER: I am afraid the hon. gentle-
man is very ‘“bare” of argument. As a
further illustration of the position of Queens-
land, let me give the following figures show-
ing the factory emplorees per 10,000 of
population in New South Wales, Victoria,
and Queensland :—

N.S.W. Vie. Qld.
763 929 534

I have shown that there are fewer employees
in industry in Quceusland, and, if the hon.
gentleman is correct when he says we are
mmporting less, then the position is either
that the figures are not accurate or our
standard of living is much lower in Queens-
land. We know that the manufacturing
industries in Qucensland declined to the
extent of £4,573,101 in added value last year.
It is reasonable to assume that goods to that
extent will be imported from the other States
or from overseas; and, if that is so, then
the amount must be added to the trade
balance.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You must
also add the exports from Queensland to
those of the other States of the Common-
wealth.

Mr. SIZER: If the trade balance figure
stated by the Premier is correct, then wc
are In an excellent position, because, on
his argument, we have created a large sur-
plus of money overseas. The hon. gentleman

Hyxes: You are up a gum-tree

[31 Juwry.]

Address in Reply, 47

has stated that we have a trade balance

amounting to several millions of pounds. If
that is =0, then our external interest debt
is only £3,000,000; then in those circum-
stances why stop borrowing? How does the
hon. gentleman reconcile fhat position with
his statement that we are over-borrowing ?
Surely, if we have ample money overseas
and our loan expenditure has given a profit
of millions of pounds, we should not discon-
tinue making a profit!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
badly bogged.

My, SIZER: If any business man can
borrow £1,000 at 5 per cent. and on that
amount make a profit of from 10 per cent.
to 15 per cent., why should he stop borrow-
mng?  Similarly, if, through our trade, we
have established the credit halance to which
reference has been made, there is no need
for us to be in any dificulty so far as
further borrowmg is concerned.

But there is another aspect of the question
of over-borrowing to which I wish to refer.
When  the present Government assumed
office, the public debt of Queccnsland was
£57,000,000; to-day is is £112,000,000. In
other words, hon. members opposite who
have said so much about over-borrowing are
responsible for the public debt of Quecnsland
being doubled in the course of thirteen years.
In the face of those figures, it appears to
ne that the Government themselves pass
the greatest condemnation on their own
policy when they preach the necessity for
ceasing to borrow,

The hon. gentlemaun also dealt with his
loan policy. If his loan policy has been
sound, what is the trouble? Tt will provide
a profit if we_accept his argument in regard
to the favourable trade balance. But the hon.
gentleman ought to know that his loan
policy, instead of doing that, is not earning
a_fraction of the interest on the money
which he borrowed. 'The Government have
wasted their assets, There is no asset left
in many cases. Their loan policy has been
a colossal blunder from beginning to end,
and the reason why there is so much unem-
ployment is because the money borrowed has
been squandered and wasted, and there is no
tangible asset left. There is no carning
power in those things upon which the monev
has been invested-—not even a fraction—to
meet the interest which is payable overseas.
The hon. gentleman has been forced to
argue that we are over-borrowing—not
because Queensland could not borrow more.
I am not one of those who think that Queens-
land is done. Queensland iz a wonderful
State to be able to stand all the impositions
of the present Government. The reason
why Queensland cannot borrow more is
becauss the Government have squandered
their loan money on unveproductive works.
They cannot aftford to borrow more because
Queensland cannot afiord to pay more
interest. If the Govesnment had to horrow
more, we would have to pay muchk more
interest, and that interest would have to be
met out of increased taxation. Apparently
the Government ave not prepared to impose
more texation. Thal is the reason why the
hon. gentleman states that the Governraent
have been over-berrewing., Fo has been
responsible for it, aud he cannot afford to

borrow more, because, roughly spoaking,
£10,000.000 of Quesnsland’s revenue  is
requived to pay the public servants;

£5,000,000 is required to pay the interest
Mr, Sizer.]
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bill; and there is very litile left with which
to carry on.

Therefore,
increaze  the

wish  to
without

if the Government
loan indebtedness
earning some interest on  reproductive
works, they have cither to decrease the
number of public servants or they will have
to tax the people further to make up the
additional interest. That is the position.

I now come to probably the most extra-
ordinary portion of the Premier’s speech.
His most extraordinary statement was that
“ taxation is only a minor factor in unem-
ployment.” That was the most remarkable
utterance ever made by a responsible man.
It is the most unsound utterance that ever
came from a responsible man. When the
hon. gentleman made that statement and
developed his argument, I wondered whether
I was hstemnv to the hon. member for
Cairns of to-day or to the same member for
Cairns in 1924, when he said the Government
could not go on with certain schemes because,
if they «did, they would have to impose
further taxation, and they could not impose
further taxation, as they had already reached
the danger zone for employment. I did not
know, and I do not know now, whether the
hon., gentleman was serious in 1924, or
whether hc was serious the other night. I
am ratlier inclined to think that he sunplv
says anything that comes to his mind at the
moment to sult his argument. I think that
even the Deputy Leader of the Government
would not make such an assertion as that,
nor would anyone else.

Then he went into realms of fancy in an
academic discussion on the causes of unem-
ployment. He referred to the weather con-
ditions, to the heavy rains—it was practically
an argument that, if it rains, it will be wet,
and there will be no drought. How does
that bear on the subject? Then he flew to
Mr. Gepp, and said that Mr. Gepp laid it
down that one of the causes of unemploy-
ment was an adverse trade balance. The
hon. gentleman claimed a favourable trade
balance. Hgw does that argument affect the
position? He claimed also that unemplox-
ment was an incident over which the Go-
vernment had no control, and that it was
controlled by an economic law which he
could not discover. The hon. gentleman and
other hon. members opposite were elected on
the policy enunciated in 1915 by the late
Mr. Ryan.

Mr. Corrins: And we are still here, and
li‘kely to remain here.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman and his
party said that in three years they would
solve the problem of the unemployed.

Mr. Corrixs: We are still here and wait-
ing.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is still
there and waiting for the solution. What

has the hon. member’s leader given us?
Miles of statistics! The hon. member for
Bowen was promised many things—iron and
steel works, for instance—for which he is
still 'waiting. Hon. members opposite were
*all elected on the policy enunciated by Mr.
Ryan at Barcaldine in 1915—

“The Labour Department will include
bureaux in all the principal centres.
The primary object of the establishment
will be to find employment for all who
scek it. A special department of the
bureaux will be devoted to the interests

{Mr. Sizer.
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of women workers. No fees will be
charged for the services rendered by the
bureaux.”
This is the point—
“This establishment, working in con-
. junction with the various State enter-
prises, will be the means of coping with
the unemployed problem, and will in
itself be a distinct and much needed
reform. The Labour Party considers it
the duty of the Government to sce that
every citizen is given the opportunity to
work and ecarn a livelihood.”
Mr., Hynes: IHear, hear! We are doing
it. That is our policy.

Mr. SIZER : The hon. member for Towns-
ville says they are doing it! The Trades
and Labour Council say that is not true;
they say there are 20,000 unemployed in
Brisbane. ~ Honourable members opposite
were elected to solve the problem of unem-
ployment. They said they could do it, and
got the confidence of the people th1ougn
saying it. The Leader of the Government
now comes down and says that he cannot
find the causes of unemployment—that there
is  some mythical economic law—some
“ elusive Pimpernel ’~—of which he has no
knowledge. Will the Leader of the Govern-
ment say that his gem policy did not cause
unemployment on the gem fields?

The Home SrcrerarY: I don’t know.
(Laughter.)
Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman does

know that an urgent wire was sent by the
hon. member for Leichhardt, imploring the
Government to remove the embargo on the
gem industry, because the people on the field
were starving. If the policy was right, why
did the hon. gentleman alter it? The Co-
vernment altered it because they knew 1t
was wrong, Will they tell me that the
policy of going to England for locomotives
was not a factor which caused unemploy-
ment?

Mr. Prase:
was done.

Mr. SIZER: You cannot explain it.
The SPEAKER : Order! The hen.

ber must address the Chair.

Mr. SIZER: Honourable members oppo-
site cannot explain that policy. Can anyone
say that the sending overseas for twenty
locomotives, which could be made at our
own workshops when the men were on half-
time, or were being put out of work, did
not encourage or cause unemplovmcnt?
Will they say for a moment that if those
locomotives had been made here hundreds
of men would not have been absorbed in
cmployment? If they could say that, why
are they now letting contracts in Queens-
land? Tt would find work for the unem-
ployed—and quite right, too! We contend
they did it then simply because of their
short-sightéd policy of allowing themselves
to run out of rolling-stock and not having
time to repair it. Any boy in college could
have foreseen the result. Could there be
a greater condemnation of administration?

To allow the condition of their
[11.30 a.m.] rolling-stock to get so run down

—sitting in their offices, playing
with the situation, and at the same time
failing to give work to men who needed it,
and denymw it to them when they appealed
for it—and then in the next moment find

We have explained why that

mems-

-themselves compelled to rush overseas for
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new locomotives when the inevitable demand
for them occcurred! It must have been heart-
breaking to the unemployed. Would not
such bungling make anybody ask himself
where the Government were heading? 1f
ever a bunch of carrots was hung before
the people’s noses it was the promises of the
Government that they would solve the
problem.  Apparently they have grown
callous. The Premier apparently cannot
even meet a deputation. Kvidently his con-
science pricks him. He cannot stand up to
these people, whom he told on the hustings,
or as a uhion organiser, that he would solve
the problem. He cannot stand up to the
election pledges he made—those sworn
pledges to which he has referred this morn-
ing—because he has lied to them

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SIZER: I withdraw that. He has
misled them, and he is now realising that he
is not able to give them what he promised.
The Secretary for Mines was going to solve
the unemployment problem.

Mr MaxwerL: In three months.

Mr. SIZER: Yes, in three months; but
to-day his silver hning to the cloud is
blacker than it has ever been in the history
of this State.

Mr. HynEs: No one State can solve the
unemployment problem.

Mr. SIZER : Why do not the hon. gentle-
man and his Government be honest with the
people on the hustings and say they cannot
solve 1t7?

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS: Hear,

Mr. SIZER: Why say, “Return us to
power, and your unemp;oyment will dis-
appear’ ? .

Mr. Hynes: I would abolish the capital-
istic system. That is the only way to do it.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman says
that taxation is only an incident—only a
minor factor in causing unemployment. If
that be so, even in spite of this unemploy-
ment why not go on taxing? He has
promised childhood endowment and all sorts
of things. He has said, *“ We are in favour
of these laudable schemes, but the only thing
that is holding us up is finance.” 1If, as the
tion. gentleman has said, taxation is only an
incident in unemployment, why not impose
more taxation and give the money to the
people?

Mr. O’Keere: Do you believe in it?

Mr. SIZER: Of course I do not; but
that is a favourite argument of hon. mem-
bers opposite. I waht to expose the hollow-
ness of the hon. gentleman’s argument—his
barrenness of ideas. Why is it, I ask him,
that they have stopped? Of course, it does
not matter to him that in a previous speech
he has said, “In the last analysis the great
bulk of taxatlon is paid by the great bulk
of the people.”” How can he reconcile those
two statements?

Mr. Hynes:
that is true.

Mr. SIZER : My point is that the Premier
stated ““In the last analysis the great bulk
of taxation is paid by the great bulk of the
people,” who are the workers. To-put the
argument the other way 1ound the hon.

hear !

By the wealth producers;

gentleman  has  increased taxation by

£1,000,000. Why impose that on his own

workers? (Government dissent.) The hon.
1928—=&
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geatleman wants it both ways. Ie says
that the great bulk of the taxation is paid
by the great bulk of the people, and then
he proceeds to increase tuxation, raising the
taxation payment per family of five from
2s. 9d. to 10s. 9d. per week.

Mr. Corrixs: That is not true.

My, SIZER: It is true The hon. gentle-
man has imposed that fresh taxation on them
after he had said that the great bulk of the
people bear the great bulk of the taxation.

hon. members opposite are as solicitous
for the great mass of the people as they
claim, why impose these increased taxes on
them ?

If, as the hon. gentleman claims, taxa-
tion is not an incident in the questlon of
unemployment, then why not proceed to
impose further taxation, thereby solving this
very important problem?

Mr. Ferricks: He did not say that taxa-
tion was not a factor. He said, that it was
not the cause of unemployment.

Mr. SIZER: I am going to show very
clearly that the hon. gentleman says any-
thing to suit his own case, and on that point
I intend to quote from the speech by the
Premier contained in ‘ Hansard ” for 1924,
when the hon. gentleman occupied the posi-
tion of Secretary for Public Lands. This is
the report—

“Then it may be argued that we
should increase general taxation. There
is certainly no other way. It is very
easy to say, ‘“Tax the other fellow,”
but there is a point at which taxation
becomes so heavy that, instead of better-
ing the position, it actually makes it
worse for the very men you wish to
benefit. I will give an illustration.
Every man who has surplus money after
paying for his immediate needs and
those of his family, invests the rest of it
in industry, if he does not put it into
Government securities. That 1s a truism.
If we take that money from him, he
cannot invest it in industry. No doubt
the hon. member for Fitzroy can quote
many instances where taxation does not
have that effect, but I am .giving an
instance of where it does. If we take
that money out of industry to pay an
increase in wages, what will be the effect
and who will suffer? That is a reason-
able questlion.

* Opposition Members: The worker.

“'The SgCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Employment will suffer, or at least we
think it will. The hon. member for
Fitzroy may be right. I am giving my
opinion. I think that, if taxation gets
to a certain stage—and it is fairly high
in Queensland——

“ Mr. Weir: What is that stage?

“ The SecrETARY FGR Pusric Lanns:
It is 10s. in the £1 in some instances.

“Mr. Weir: Is that the danger zone.

“ The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic LaNDs:
It is the danger zone for emplovment.
We can all be honest in our opinion and
not question the other man’s motives at
all. T have nothing to gain by making
this speech. I am talking to the neople
and I want those people who believe
in me to know that I am not taking up
the stqad that T have taken up merely
through ‘ cussedness.” Tt is because my
cxperience points to the fact that the

Mr. Bizer.]
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proposed may have a boomecrang
effect and injure those who I cksu"e
should not be injured.

“The practical side must have know-
ledge behind it. Whatever may be the
opinions of hon. members on this side,
some think that the necessary money can
be secured. I do not think that it is
impossible to secure it. I know it can
be secured. I am stating my opinion
because I thirk that in the securing of
it there will be involved a boomerang
effect upon the very people we are try-
ing to protect. That is my point. if
we do that, then we have to face the
consequences. It is no use saymg we
are not learlllng We are learning.”

Of course he is learring; but what the
hon. gentleman learned was all unlearncd
on Thursday night—if I may use such an
expression—and he has performed a complete
financial somersault worthr of any financial
acrobat, and now claims that taxation is
not an incident in unemployment. 1 say
again, the hon. gentleman will use any
statement to suit the particular case; and
h1= views on economics are as elusive as the

“elusive Pimpernel.”  That fairly well
describes the hon. gentleman and his desire
in connection with unemployment. He
quotad some figures showing the number of
unemployed unjonists; but he knows per-
fectly well that those figurces are not correct.
Will he say—will any hon. member say—or
do the people outside believe that there are
only 3,000 unemployed in Queensland? That
is what the Premier tried to make out. He
ought to know better. The hon. member for
Chilla.goe knows only too well that he could
find nearly half that number in his own
electorate

Mr. O’Keerr: Don’t be silly.

Mr. SIZER: The Trades and Labour
Council recently stated that there were
20,000 unemployed in Brisbane alone. That
ﬁgure is much nearcr the mark. If there
were only 3,000 unemployed in Queens‘and
why has it been found necessary to increase
the premiums to the Unemployed Workers’
Insurance Fund froin 3d. to 6d. per week?
Why has it been found necessary to pay
nearly «£400,000 frem that fund to unemployed
workers, In addition to extra money granted
for relief? Every hon. member on the
Government and Opposition sides of the
House knows that unemployment in Queens-

aclion

land is unpr&cr‘dentod Why? Simply
because the policy which the Government
have purrued for years has bean one of

squandering loan money in State enterprisos.
They now wish to abolish those enterprises.
Thery have wasted their substance in riotous

h\_’mg, and have led the people into the
wilderness. They are unable to lead them
out again, and the people are crying for

bread. What is their reply ? Simply millions
of statistics! How are they going to help
to put an end to unemploymem All that
they have done with the guestion is to show
the unemployed workers who are crying for
work that there are tens of thousands in
the same boat as themselves. That is the
only solution the Government have to offer.
The position is one of which the Govern-
ment and all Labour Governments should
be ashamed. They should bow their heads
in shame for having brought this fair State
of Queensland into such a state after thirtesn

years of rule, and for having dragged her
down to the very depth of deﬂradatlon and
created such a position in ugald to unem-

[Mr. Sizer.
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ployment as we have never had before. The
Government can neither show hope for the
future nor offer a scheme for the solution of
the position. They are floating nelplew on the
sea of opportunity, hoping that some favour.
able wave will pick them up and deposit them
on a better shore. They have become devoid
of ideas; they have lost their initiative and
grip of the situation. They can only turn
to the report of the Migration Commission
and some academic statcmont of Professor
Copland to defend their position in regard
to unemployment. This was the party “hat
held up such high hopes to the people of
their ability to solve unemplosyment. They
have failed miserably, and the people of
Queensland will deal with them at the first
opportunity for the failure of that policy.
OprposITION MEVMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. SIZER: I think I have fairly well
disposed of the argument of the Premier
that the incidence of taxation does not affect
unemployment.  ((Government Iaughtel)

The hon. gentleman then proceeded in a
very subtle war to try to drive in a wedge
amongst the members of this party. He
referred to the middlemen in the party, and
said that they were lions lying down with the
lambs. e criticised this party by attempt-
ing to appeal to prejudice, and added that
they would have to solve the problem, His
whole speech was an appeal to prejudice,
and, as I have said, a subtle attempt to
drive a wedge between the members repre-
senting country and city electorates. Let me
deal with that pomt Let me quote from
the same policy speech from which I quoted
earlier in my remarks—it was their first
policy speech, and I am using it because
that was their fixed policy, and Labour says
that its policy never changes and it has
had thirteen ycars to evolve that policy
and put it into operation—

“ As a concomitant of a sound policy
of land seftlement, it is nccessary to
provide suitable markets for the pro-
ducer in order to sccure for him an
adequate return for his products. With
that object in view, 'an Act was passed
last session providing for the cstablish-
ment of a State produce agency which
will serve the dual purpose of protecting
producer and consumer alike, by elimi-
nating the middleman. Branches of this
agency will be established in the other
States of the Commonwealth and also
overseas, and thus the producer will
have the advantage of the world's market
for his products.”

If that was a sound policy, and if ths Labour
Party were really sincere, why have the
Government not dealt with the middleman?
Surely hon., members opposite mean what
ther say!

Mr. Keer: These things are only said to
gull the public.

Mr. SIZER: That is so. The Government
know perfectly well that they could not -do
what they have promised with regard to
establishing agencies in other States.  Where
are the agencies in the other States? Where
is the agency overseas? Where is the middle-
man? The middleman is still heve, although
tho Government have had thuteen years 1In
which to deal with him. It is perfectly clear
that the Government kaow they cannot do
these things. Yet we hear the Premier say-
ing that “ the lion lies down with the lamb.”
Let me say that the primary producers of the
State would much prefer thai to the wolf in
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sheep’s clothing, which promises them every
thing, and, in the end, imposes upon them an
iniquitous rural aw -ard which robs them of
any benefit they might otherwise get. I warn
the farmers of Queensland that the same
treatment is to be meted out to them as has
been suffered by other industries in the State.
The Government are putting in the thin edge
of the wedge, and very soon we may have
the farmers of thix State being presided over
by union lords who will decrec how many fur-
rows shall be ploughed each day, and, I sup-
pose, how poor old Brindle shall march the
goose-step to the tune of the union bosses.
(Opposition laughter.) The {farmers of
Queensland know the Government only too
well; they have been selected to bear special
taxation, and are now burdened with an
1n1qulf0us unworkable rural award. The
position now is that the farmers not only
battle against elements which are heyond
their control, but arc also bludgeoned by an
award which imposes conditions ever which
the Government have control. The farmers,
however, are not likely to bhe led away by
the remarks of hon gentlemen opposite.

Mr. Hyxes: Would you repeal the rural
workers’ award?

Mr. SIZER: Most certainly. The hon.
gentleman who has just interjected cannot

logically argue for an award for general
farming, because that is economically
unsound. It is illogical for the hon. gentle-

man to say that the sugar industry can carry
on satisfactorily under an industrial award,
because 1 would remind hon. members that
the sugar industry is highly protected, ana
that the fixed price which obtains in that
industry is not given to the general farmer.
A rural workers’ award cannot be justified
unless the farmer is given a fixed price for
his commodity; and that cannot be done.

I was astonished to see the Premier hold-
ing up his hands this morning about the
reference to solemn pledges. I would ask
hon. members opposite: Where is thc child-
hood endowment scheme that was promised
by the hon. gentleman? I recall the state-
ment made by the Premier that, if the Com-
monwealth Government did not immediately
introduce a childhood endowment scheme, the
Quecensland Government would do so. (Oppo -
tion laughter.)

Mr. XELso : Avother bunch of carrots.

Mr. SIZER : Further, in his policy speech
at Cairns, the Premier stated that, if the
Government were again returned tc power,
there would be established a Barron Falls
hydro-electric scheme, Whlch he consldmed

would be an economicsl solution of all the
trouble.

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTURE: Who said
that?

Mr. BIZER: The Premier.
The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE :
of the kind.

Mr. SIZTR : In hix policy speech,
wt Cairns in 1926, the Premicr

“TI am convineod that great cconomic
advantages will acerue flom the proposed
harvnessing of {he Barron Falls, and a
similar development at the Tully Falls.
The Government will endeaveur to bring
these schemes to fruition without delay.”

Nothing

delivered
said-—

The SEcreTARY FOR AericuLruRe: That is
qm*f\ different.
Kerso: That is not a promise. (Oppo-

51t10n laughter.)
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Mr, SIZER: Of course that is not a
promise I forgot that there is a question

f degree in regard to Government promises.
I ~h'111 now quote what the hon. gentleman
said at Cairns on 1lst April of this year—

‘It was easy to say that the Barron
Falls should be harnessed, but it was a
hard thing to prove that it could be done
with success.”

Then, speaking at Cairns on 1st April last—
at the same p‘ace and on the same subject—
the hon. gentleman said—

“ While I am Premier I will not allow
wou to fall into any scheme that is not
first class and sound.”

(Laughter.) Of course, there was no election
pending then. Before the clection he said,
“T will do this,” but after the election he
said, I am not going to allow you to do
this.” Where are these saltworks; these
fertiliser works which were promised in the
policy speech? Where are the ship-building
vards which the Government promised in
thnu policy speech? They have been import-
ing ships and materials from other countries.
Where are the State shipbuilding yards;
where the the railway workshops? Twenty
locomotives were imported from England!
Where are the agricultural implement works?
Where is the organised milk scheme? Where?
Broken promises! 'Those are some of the
solemn promises made to the people, upon
which the Government were elected to power.
They have broken every one of them.

Mr. Kerso: He was talking with his
tongue in his cheek when he said that.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member for Bowen
was promised State iron and steel’ works.

Mr. CorLriNs: And still hopes to sce them
established.
Mr. SIZER: He was promised State iron

and steel works by Mr.
“We will proceed without delay.” And in
his next policy speech he said,  We have
prepared the plans. We are gomg on with
themn. We have selected the site)’ That
was all qulte true; but the hon. member for
Bowen is still “altmg for his iron and steel
works, The hon., member, like so many
members of his party, is up in the clouds.
He will come to earth some day. But there
is one thing about it all-—there are members
of that party who unquestionably wish to
carry out that programme. They believe
in it. The hon. member for Bowen believes
in these things. He believed at the time the
Government came into power that the Govern-
ment would carry out their policy.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I
move—

“ That the hon. member for Sandgate
be granted an extension of time to
enghle him to complete his speech.”

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member for Sandgate
be granted an extension of time to cnable
him to complete his speech?

HoxovrABLE MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. S8IZER: I thank hon. members very
much for their courtesy in allowing me to
continue my speech. The hon. member for
Marsborough was one of those members who
believed those things. He believed that,

My, Sizer.]

Theodore, whe said,

beg to
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hear !
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if the Labour Party
would give all the work in Queensland;
that they would never send overseas for
material ; that they would build these new
works and keep the people employed; and
"that they would introduce State enterprises.
But he has been deluded, and he has
attempted and is attempting to keep the
(fovernment wup to their responsibilities,
With what result? Ile is to be put to a
plebiscite. (Laughter.) It may be the voice
of Jacob, but behind it I can see the hand
of HEsau. That is the penalty paid for
honesty of purpose. Other members of the
party who have been attempting to keep the
(tovernment up to their responsibility are
not out of the wood yet. It seems to me that
the only result of honesty of purpose in the
vranks of Labour and of trying to keep the
Government up to what they promised the
people is the penalty of political death,
That scems to me to be the only crime of
which the hon. member for Maryborough is
guilty. He has given support to the Govern-
ment on every occasion; other hon. members
oppoesite have supported the Government, who
have misled the people with regard to the
things they promised them. Hon. members
cpposite supported the hon. member for
Bowen in regard to the proposed iron and
steel works at Bowen, also the hon. member
for Fitzrov and other members in their
requests, and, because the Government have
fallen down on it, the hon. member for
Maryborough is to be cast aside. That is
the reward of loyalty in the ranks of Labour.
it shows the penalty suffered on the oppo-
site side of the House for having honesty
of purpose. It is 1n1qu1tous that the Govern-
ment should delude people on those lines.
I much prefer the outspokenness of the hon.
member for Maryborough, the hon. member
for Fitzroy, and other hon. members. I
do_not agree with their economics or their
politics; but they believe in them, and
attempt to carry them out; I prefer those
hon. members to the leaders of a Govern-
ment who tell the people one thing and do
entirely the opposite when they have the
power to carry out their promises. Surely
there is something due to consistency and
honesty of purpose.

The Premier the other night seemed to me
to be rather Jelighted because he had dis-
covered what he called the balance-sheet of
this party. If he has no better case than
the balancesheet which he- read the other
night, I do not think he has much to talk
about. He said that balance sheet disclosed
that this party got £9,000 from scmewhere
at last elections.

Mr. Iyxes: You do not deny it, do you?
What are you making a song about?

got  control, they

Mr. Kixe: Your leader made a song, and
vou joined in the chorus.

Mr. SIZER : Does the hon. member realise
that £9,000 is only about £100 per electorate?
Does he realise that hon. members opposite
and the Labour Party have spent £100 for
~every £1 which has been spent on this side?
(Government diss cent,})  They spent more
moeney on printing pictures at the last elec-
tion than this party had to organise their
whole campaign. I have just come upon a
balance-sheet of the Labour Party which
I think is of interest. It only deals with one
branch of Labour—that is the A.W.U. They
have a fund of £107,508.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

[Mr. Sizer,

Hear, hear!
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Mr. SIZER: Hon. members opposite say
“Hear, hear!” How did they get it?

By putting a polltax on the workers to
provide it. Of that amount £70,888 was
wrung from the workers by the raising of
that poll-tax. Before a man has a right to
ask for a job he has to pay his share of
that levy of £70,000 odd to keep the hon,
gentleman’s party in power and enable them
to reduce his wages.

[12 noon.]

My. Porrook: That is not true.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member knows it
is true.
Mr. Porrock: Read out the particulars.

Mr. SIZER: ¢ Operating costs, £45,000;
members’ fees, £70,000.”” The hon. member
for Gregory graduated from the Australian
Workers’ Union, and so did the Premier.
That is where the money goes to. Operating
costs amounted to no less than £45,000; yet
the hon. gentleman says, “We have no
organisers in the Labour Party!”” Has Mr.
Joseph Silver Collings become such a lover
of Socialism that he works for nothing?

A GoOvVvERNMENT MEMBER :
organiser,

He is a union

Mr. SIZER: Every union organiser is a
political organiser. According to  this
balance- sheet, £15,819 was paid in wages to
organisers, and £2,870 in expenses. What
was done with that money? The Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union has levied and spent
£29,000 on the Labour daily newspaper. Is
that for the good of the workers? (Opposi-
tion laughter.) It is for the good of hon.
members opposite. It is to put them into
Parliament and to keep them in Parliament.
Last year they paid an additional £4,740 to
the Labour daily. Yet hon. members oppo-
sitc say, ‘“ We have no organisers in the
Labour Partv” ! They have spent £15,000 in
wages to organisers, yet the Premler com-
plains of a modest contribution of £8,000 to
this party, which, after all, was Voluntaly

Mr. PoLrock: What is the difference?

Mr. SIZER: The difference is this: I am
not arguing that political parties have not
to get money. Of course, they have; but
#he point is that hon. members opposite are
conscripting it from the workers. Before a
man can get a job he has to pay his union
dues, which go to a political levy to keep
the Labour Pa1ty in power; and thousands
of men have to pay that levy—a conscripted
payment—to a party they do not believe in.
Moreover, no matter how long they may be
out of \\01L they cannot go to work until
they pay that levy. The difference, there-
fore, 1s that hon. members oppOSJte vct their
funds by couscription; we raise ours by
voluntary contribution. That is the only
difference. But I say it is a great differ-
ence. They argue that this money is paid
to the unions by the workers on the under-
standing that they will get them higher
wages. The unions conscript that money
from the workers for that purpose; yet the
Premier, in his speech the other nlgh‘r told
us that, compared with 1914-15, £1 to-day
is only worth 12s., which a(tually means
that the basic wage ‘of £4 5s. is only equlva-
lent to about £2 10s. So the Premier's own
statement broke down the claim of the
Labour Party that it has given so much
higher wages to the workers. (Government
interjections.) You cannot get away from
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it. They are not my words; they are the
words of the Premier.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member address the Chaly, and not inter-
jectors.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman said
that £1 to-day is only the equivalent of 12s.
of 1914-15, and therefore the basic wage of
£4 5s., of which hon. members opposite
speak so much, is worth only £2 10s., so
that they have not done anything for the
wyrkers in that respect.

My, FERRICKS :
have.

The PrEmiEr: You will have a job to
convince anybody on your case.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman will
have a job to convince anybody on his case.

The SPEAKER : Order!

On your own argum(\,nt. we

Mr. Hyxes: The obvious rvesult is that
wa are here.

The SPREAKER: Order! I ask hon.
gentlemen on my right to refrain from

interjecting and allow the hon. momber for
Sandgate to procced with his speech.

Mr. SIZER: It is a very simple matter
to gain the Ministerial benches when the
electorates are ““ gerrymandered.” So far as
politicsl funds are concerned, the Premier
has the matter entircly in his own hands, and
I suggest that he pass legislation this session
making it compulsory for all political orga-
nisations to disclose their balance-sheets.

The Previtr: I am not interested in your
balance-sheet.

Mr. SIZER: You
the other night. .

The PrEMiFR: I was only——

Mr. BIZER: You were just “orly.”” 1In
the one breath the hon. gentleman claimed
that we had received so much, and in the
next breath told the Leader of the Gpposi-
tion that cur people would not finance us.
He contradicted himself,

were very intercsted

The PREMIER: No.
Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman could

pass the legislation I have suggested pro-
viding that balance-sheets of all polifical
funds shall be subject to audit by the
Auditor-General. I challenge him to pass
that legislation. If that were done, the hon.
gentleman would realise perfectly well that
for every £10 available to our party £100
is available to the Labour Party; and it
would disclose the manner in which the
clection funds are expended and the methods
by which they are secured.

The PremiER: I don’t think yo: got that
money.

Mr.' SIZER: The hon. gentleman will say
anything to suit his case for the moment.
After making an attack on the Leader of
the Opposition, he now says that he does
not believe that w2 got the money.

The Paemier: I am preparcd to accept
vour statement that you did not get 1t,
but that your organisers got it.

Mr., SIZER: The hon. gentleman has
shifted his ground so many times that he
does not know exactly where he stands; but
he has convinced this House and the people
generally that he is the prince of sophistry.
He says one thing to suit one sot of circum-
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stances, and then another thing to suit
ancther set of circumstances. We had au
illustration of that the other day when he
informed the Mayor of Brisbane that it was
not the function of a Government to collect
taxation and permit it to be expended by
another authority, whercas the hon. gentle-
man places himself in exactly the same posi-
tion as any other spending authority when
he accepts a contribution from the Federal
Government in connection with the construc-
tion of main roads. On the occasion that
the mayor waited on the Preuiecr, it did not
suit the Premicr to mention the grant from
the Commonwealth, With him it is a very
different argument when he receives the
money to be expended by his Government.
The hon. gentleman has proved himself a
typical Shylock tax-gatherer, and, if cver a
new Shakespeare were looking for a new
character of Shylock, I am sure the Leader
of the Government could well fill the role.
and outshine the Shylock of old.

The hon. gentleman has also established
himself as a wonderful Vicar of Bray. When
he is amongst the elite of the community—
the wealthy members of this community—he
speaks on o higher plane, and tells them
exactly what they want to know—that they
will have this, and that they will have that.
When he is talking to the workers, he talks
in quite another way. He says to them,
“ You must have this, I am anxious to do
this for you. If you only rcturn me, all in
the garden will be lovely.” We have all seen
what has happened since he was returned to
power. Hec has done nothing. In one breath
he talks about going to do this and that, and
clean up the *“Red’ element, and then
almost immecdiately afterwards he signs tha
same pledge es the “ Red’ element signs.
He wis very interesting when he was telling
us that it was no use hon. members saying
that they were not learning—that they were
all learming, If his education is going to be
50 slow, and is going to cost so much—over
£1.000,000—to teach him that ten and ten
make twenty and that 10 ewt. and 10 cwt.
make a ton, I am inciined to think that
before he learns the rules of simple divisien
we shall all be financially embarrassed and
Queensland will be suffering from: a mmuch
more serious depression than at present. He
scemed to me the other night to be airing
some new-found knowledge and adopting the
rele of a budding professor of economics
Liecause he had discovered that two and two
make four. After his Government have
extracted £34,000,000 from the people, the
hen. gentleman has developed a broad states-
manlike view, and has discovered that 20
cwt. make a ton, Surely that is a discovery
of some magnitude!

In attempting to d=al with unemployment,
the hon. gentleman has led the people into
the wilderness, and has now adopted another
role of Moses, and is going to leave them
there. (Government laughter.) That is
typical of him. If you, Mr. Speaker, have
read the story of Moses, you will know how
typical his end was of that of the hon. gentle-
man. Moses led the pecople into the wilder-
ness, died in the wilderness, and his hones
were buried in the wilderness. The Premier
is going to meet the selfsame fate as did the
Moses of old. (Governmen? laughter.) ]

There is vot one other role which the Pre-
mier fits. e unquestionably fills the role of
the Pooh-Bah of the Labour Party. He is
apparently the lock, stock, and barrel of the
party. A% the Townsville Convention he had

Mr. Sizer.]
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a packed jury. He was the prosecutor, the
defender, and the jury, while the hon. mem-
ber for Gregory was the coroner. (Go-
vernment laughter.)  They finished up by
acquitiing ﬂ“e prisoner to the accompaniment
of rounds of applause. It is interesting to
note that {hw Deputy Leader of the Govern-
ment was also present supporting the Premier
—not as the accredited representative of his
own electorate, but of another eclectorate
which could not sceure a representative to
make the trip.

I say that the Premicr has not plodu@d
one argument which will uphold the policr
of the (overnment or whick has =ha]\en trm
amendment of the Leader of the Oppos
His Governmernt have failed to live up tJ
their promises, and have no solution to offer
for the dlfﬁculty the State finds itself in.
Therefore, they need to be passed out of office
at the earliest opportunity.

OrrosiTiox MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. PEASE (Hcerbert): I am sure we have
all been amused at the speech of the hon.
member for Sandgate. It is the first time
since I entered this House that I have heard
the Plcmlor at the commencement of a speech
called ** Mussolini” and then at its conclusion
likened unto Moses.

hear!

It is very difficult indeed to understand the
logic of the Leader of the Oppesition. The
hon. gentleman’s no confidence motion is
based upon unemployment and bad finance;
but these two questions arc answered by the
performances of the Government, who have
shown that Queensland has the lowest per-
cenmge of unmnplovment and is the only
State in the Commonwealth to show a surplus,

I am pleased to noctice that*the Leader of
the Opposition is in his seat, because I wish
io refer to some of the statemeuts which he

made on the hustings during his recent tour
of North Qucenstand. The hon. gentleman
spoke at Malanda with reference to the new
railway workshops at Cairns, and, according
to the roport appearing in the Cairns ©* Post”
~which, by the way, 1s an anti-Labour
pubh"atxon—he said—-

*The new railway carriage shed at
Cairns was bunrr erccted with imported
Uregon pine.

When the Premicr was speaking the other
evening, the Leader of the Opposition said
that he did not refer to the workshops at

Cairns, but to the workshops at Mareeba.
Now, Mr. Crowther, the geanral manager of
the Northern Division of the Railways

Department, was told of the statement made
by the Leader of the Opposition, and later
he issued an official statement to the effect
ihat the hon. gentleman’s remarks were
entirely without foundation—that the only
timber used in the railway workshops at
Cairns was local timber. My point is that
the Leader of the Oppositicn, Vshen he found
that his stutement was incorrect, should have
made a publir explanation to that cffect.
As the Premier pointed out, the hon. gentle-
rean is too prone to accept any statement
made to him. The hon. gentleman goes
North, and on the public platform makes a
statement which he has taken no trouble to
verify, and which is made with the object of
discrediting the Government.

I wish %o deal further with the timber
question, because the North is a large timber
arca and the timber industry has been lan-
-guishing lately. That state of affairs is no
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Lite to any fault of this party, but, as I shall
vroceed to show, to the Bruce-Page Govern-
t. As a matter of fact, the timber
mtow;»tn of the whole of Queensland
upproached the Federal Government to revise

the timber tariff. The last revision was
made in 1921, and, after a conference, the

timber intcrests asked the Federal Govern-
ment to inercase the duty, which was totally
inadequate to prevent timber from coming in
from other countries. The amount of timber
imported into Australia in 1926 amounted to
a value of £5.250,000; that is to say, that
amount of money went overseas for the pur-
chase of timber. That is a dead loss, and,
considered In conjunction with the losses
pointed out by the Premier the other evening,
when he referred to motor cars and petrol,
is very serious. It was the duty of the
Federal Government fo  sec that the
£5.250,000, or as much of it as possible, was
retained in Australia. Unfortunately, they
foll down on their job. I intend to quote
the remarks of Mr. ®Heullin, the ILeader of
the Opposition in the Federal Parliament,
vho, fortunately for us, followed the Leader
of the OppO\lthn here in visiting North
Cueensland. First of all, T would aszsure the
Lieader of the Opposition that Mr. Scullin
considered that the hon. gentleman was a
champion at making misste

tements.  Mr.
Seullin dealt with this matter. He said that
the timber interests had asked for an increase
in the tariff duty of 4s. per 100 ft., and
that, after a good deal of delay, the Federal
Government dealt with the matter. We must
realise that the trade know what they are

speaking about. It was not political. The
trade met and discussed the matter, and
eventually asked for that protection. What

aid they get? They got an increase of a
little over 1s. per 100 ft. —practically only
one-fourth of what they asked—and the point
Mr. Scullin made on the hustings was that
they only got that increase by the aid of
the Federal Labour Party. The friends of
the Opposition in the Federal Parliament—
the members of the Country Party—voted
ngainst this increase of duty. That is what
I want to bring under the notice of the
Leader of the Opposmon—that his own party
in the Federal House would not support the
timber industry and voted against an increase
in the tariff to protect the industry, and the
protection was only granted by the vote of
the Federal T.abour Party. Mr. Scullin
drove that home at Malanda, right in the
boart of the timber mdustw, by showing
the people ut Malanda that not only was Mr,
Moore making mistakes but that his own
friends were responsible for not giving
greater protection to the industry. Thanks
can be given to the Federal Tabour Party
for whatever protection is given to the timber
industry in Australia to-day.

But that is not all. The Leader of the
Opposition in his speech was inclined to
sneer at the Railway Dopaltment for having
used imported timber, but in the North
the people who are dealing in imported
timber have complained again and again of
the Railway Department increasing rail-
way freights on imported timber. The rate
of railage on Queensland timber from the
Tableland to Cairns does not pay the Rail-
way Department, and, when the department
saw that imported timber was getting a hold,
it got busy and increased the rates on this
imported timber. That is the protection
which the Railway Department gives to the
timber industry in Queensland by seeing to
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it. that the people who use imported timber
pay incrcased railage on that timber. I
have here a circular from the people who
are dealing in that timber pointing out that
the Railway Department has increased the
freights on lmpmted timber. ‘That is quite
rlght because it is the duty of the depart-
laent to protect local industry.

The other day I happened to be over at the
dry dock, in South Brisbane, and I saw the
Cairns dlgdge there. That dredge was pur-
chased when the hon. member for Wynnum
waé Treasurer. I was a member of the Cairns
Tarbour Board at one time, and I want to
tell members of this House that the Cairns
dredge was bought in Germany. I happened
to dig up an old circular, which states that
in 1911 two dredges were required in Queens-
land. Tenders were not called, but seven
firms were asked to quote. Quotations were
reccived from Germany, and the result was
that £45,800 was paid to Germany for the
(Clairns dredge, and tenders were not invited
in Australia. I am just quoting that to show
what would happen if members of the Opposi-
tion got back into power. They are telling
the people of Queensland that they dep]ow
the fact that the Government of this State
got some locomotives built overseas at a time
when they were not able to get them built
here. At the time Walkers Limited and
many of the Queensland firms were working

full time, because the Government had
already given them orders for material.
They were not able to take these other

orders, and the result was that, on account of
increasing traflic, the Government had to get
the locomotives from overseas. I have
referred to the time when the Opposition
were in power. The only sway we can judge
as to what they will do in the future is by
seeing what they did when they were in
power. When they were in power they got
these dredges bul‘i in Germany, and did not
invite tenders in Austrelia, 1f that is what
they did when in power before. they will do
the same thing if they get back into power.
The Tully sugar-mill 1s an instance of a big
sugar-mill jnvolving a large amount of
money. This Government called teanders from
all over the world., When the tenders were
received. it was fcund that some of the over-
seas tenderers were much cheaper than
Walkers Limited. The Government decided
that the money should be vetained in Queens-
jand, and, although it meant a much heavier
expense, let the contract go to Walkers
Limited. No finer complirzert was ever paid
to Queensland by any Government. When
Walkers Limited were adivized that the whole
of the tender was to go fo Queensland, which
meant a year’s work for some hundreds of
workmen, they called a holiday in Mary-
borough, had the band out and the town
beflagged because the Government had stood
up to their obligations in the maiter.

Mr. Kerso: What are they doing to-day?

Mr. PEASE : The Queensiand Government
want locomotives to-day, and they have
wiven a preference of nearly 8 per cent

to  Queensland firms. We  have done
that, and wce sce exactly what would
Lappen if this party does not get back

to power again. It was the party opposite
which denied the {imber industrr the right of
protectwn—the party which is 1esp0nsxb]e in
the Federal Parliament for bringing in out-
side timber to the extent of £5,000,000 every
vear., When hon. members onpﬁs:t(\ were in
power they did not call for tenders, but asked
people to quote. As a member of "the Cairns
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Harbour Board, I know that the dredge was
a disgraceful piece of work; many of the
belts in it were dummies. One of the
engineers told me last week that even now
when the dredge comes down for overhaul
they find dummy bolts in it. That is the sort
of thing the Opposition stand for.

I know of another matter in which the
Federal Government have neglected to stand
up to their obligations in_counection with
machinery made in Australia. T have here
a circular from Thompson and Company, who
make road rollers. They appcaled to the
Federal Government to increase the tariff,
pointing out that they had 500 men const'mtlv
emplosed to meet Australian requirements,
but the Federal Government would not give
them tariff protection. I, as a young man,
sold tobacco grown and cured in Queensland
at a factory established by Burt and Com-
pany. A good deal of it was sold in Brisbane.
The Federal Government would not give pro-
tection to the tobacco industry, and it went
out of existence. 1 quoted on cne occasion
the remarks of Mr. Burt, the managing
director of the firm, who said that the tobaceo
industry would go out of existencs in Queens-
land, due to lack of support by the Federal
Government.

Mr. Krrso: What did the Federal Labour
Party do?

Mr. PEASE: I consider that, as far as
the Herbert is concerned, Mr. Scullin’s visit
to my electorate and his exposure of the
Counfry Party’s betrayal of the people of
Queensland is going to win the Herbert soat
back for Labour.

I am now going to deal with unemploy-
ment. The Leader of the Opposition also
went North, and threw about his remarks
that thousands of people were out of work.
To said 11,000 were out of work in Brisbhane,
sud in Vlmclsav he stated that only 50 per
cent. of the labour offering was absorbed.

My, Scullin followed Mr. Moore, fortu-
nately, and he did not want any hearsay
evidence, as he himself had visited Brishane.

I met him in the North, and he
[12.20 p.m.] said, 1 have heard a gcod deal

about your State. I am satisfied
that it is more prosperous than I thought
it wes. I have seen in the papers that the
Leader of the Opposition has been decrying
rour State, and pointing out that there are
thousands of unemploved. 1 have failed to
see them.,”  (Opposition laughter.)

An OrrostTioNn MruBer: Of course.

Mr. PEASE: Mr. Scullin got the figures
from the Commonwealth Statistician—a man
who knows his job—so that he would be
absolutely correct. Fe was not like the
l.cader of the Opposition, who listens to
gossip, and gives it on the hustings as
established facts. Mr. Scullin quoted these
figures in response to his inquiry from the
Commonwealth Statistician, giving the per-
centage of unemployed in the various States
for the first guarter of 1928—

Per cent.
South Australia ... 16.1
Viectoria .. 2.2
New South Wales 10.9
Tasmania 10.7
Western Australia 9.5
Queensland 717

And Mr Sculhn concluded his quotation by
saying, ‘8o Queensland has fewer unem-
nIo»ed tha.n any other State in Australia.”

Mr. Pease.]
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The Leader of the Opposition, when speak-
ing on this unemployment question, said
that the unemployment was due to unwise
legislation.

Opposirioy Meumsers: Hear, hear!

Mr., PEASE: Hon. members opposite
endorse the statement. . If that is so, and
we are to arrive at a conclusion on this want
of confidence motion along sound lines, they
must come over here and vote with us,
because this Government, with the lowest
unemployment figures in Australia, must
certainly be credited with the wisest legis-
lation.

GoVERNMENT MEBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PBASE: Everybody naturally is
sorry for unemployment. There is no man
for whom I have more pity than the man
who has no job; and I realise that every
member of this party is out to try to relicve
unemployment in Queensland. And we have
done something. I heard Mr. Scullin, iz
Townsville, praising this Governmen: for
having done something tangible in the
Unemployed Workers Insurance Act. Yot
hon. members opposite called it o
" Loafers’ Paradise Act.”” They did nct
svant it.  If this Government brought down
any measurc to relieve unemployment which
took something out of the pockets of the
people they represent, they would »ot want
it. We stand for doing things, but any
measure which is brought in to relieve the
worker under which the moncy has to come
out of the pockets of the people they repre-
sent is howled at by hon. members opposite.
Let me remark here thal onc of the
Northern papers, commenting on the Leader
of the Opposition, said, ““ Mr. Moore’s
figures and facts astonished the gathering.”

T can assure you that they did. (Government
laughter.) I could base the whole of wmy
speech on the misstatements which the

Leader of the Opposition made in North
Queensland and other places on the hustings.
They were corrected, but he was not man
cnough to acknowledge his mistake, <ven
when it was pointed out to him that he was
damaging Queensland when he said that the
Queensland Railways werc using imported
timber. They were not. I say that a
member of this party who goes out on the
hustings and makes a mistake is man enough
to correct himself when it is pointed out
to him; but evidently the Leader of the
Opposition is not, and I am satisfied that
when he goes to North Queensland again—
if he does—the people will say to him on
this timber matter, “ Why did not your
party get behind the pceople who wanted
nereased protection, and why was it leit to
the Labour Party to secure that mecasure of
benefit for the timber industry of Queens-
land?

%\Ii‘. Kerso: You ought to get the other
21Qe.

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for Sand-
gate has a motion on the paper before us.
I tried to get something from his speech to
reply to. It was a facetious speech—ccrtainly
very amusing—but there was very little in
it that anybody could reply to, so I am
going to stick to what he has placed before
the House, evidently after consideration. He
suggests a conference of representatives of
emplozers and employees with the object
of increasing wealth production and lessen-
ing taxation. The problem confronting
Queensland to-day is not how to increase
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production. How absurd it is for a member
of the Opposition to advocate increased pro-
duction when, in the big sugar industry, his
party and the people controlling the industry
are urging restricted production. If Queens-
land were to launch out with a gigantic
scheme of increased producticn in the sugar
industry, we could employ hundreds of thou-
sands of people from Mackay to Cairns.
Why do we not do so? Because we have
not the markets for our sugar. There arc
many nations with millions of people to-day
requiring sugar, but who are unable to buy
it because they have not the moncy. Like
the late lamented Mr. Gillies, I always claim
that there is mo such thing as over-produc-
tion, but under-consumption. If wo could
market overseas all the sugar that we could
produce in Queensland, and establish a
market amongst the teeming millions of
India and the Bast—pcople who never see
sugar—the unemployment problem would be
solved. It is a problem, the causes of which
are far deeper than are imagined by the hon.
member for Sandgate. To-day the Southern
centres are selling maize under the cost of
production. Why? Simply because therc
are no markets.

If there were no stabilisation scheme with
respect to butter, in respect of which the
people arce taxed to meet any loss on the
exported article, the butter industry would
be in the samme position. The same remarks
apply to the meat industry. We could pro-
duce the total meat requirements of the
world, and the same can be said of other
commodities, but we have not the markets.
It is not a question of production, it is a
question of markets, If that could be solved,
then the unemployment problem could be
solved.

I, with other hon. members on this side,
honestly endeavour to do my best to deal
with the unemployment question. It is the
biggest problem we have to {ace, and I know
that every hon. member in this party is try-
ing to face it; but the Opposition are con-
cerned only about making political capital.
Their troubles about the unemployed ! I shall
point out one way in which the Opposition
can do something to alleviate the distress of
unemployment. I have viewed the shop
windows and the trade displays in Brisbane
as well as in other cities in Queensland, and
I find displayed for sale imported biscaits.
imported confectionery, imported canned
goods, imported jams and pickles, and
mnported hats and clothing. There is not
one item thers which is not made in Quecns-
land, or perhaps Australia, and better than
the imported article, yet the tradespeople
tell me that they cannot sell the local article.
The price of the Australian article is not
dearer—in fact, it is cheaper and the quality
better. Why should we import biscuits intp
Queensland?  Why should we import any
kind of foodstuff? A big American concern
toured Queensland quite rccently displaying
by films the method of producing canned
goods in America, and they were rushed by
the trade, who bought thousands of pounds
worth of such goods to be dumped into
Queensland and consumed to the detriment of
our local commodity. That is where the
Opposition can get busy.

Mr. Kixg: What are you doing?

Mr. PEASE: Everywhere in Queensland
when an opportunity presents itself, 1 say
what I am saving here to-day. I am asking
the people of Queensland from the hustings
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to support Queensland and Australian-made
articles in preference to all others; and it
is for the Opposition to do likewise. You
cannot tell me that the man on the basic
wage buys imported biscuits at a dearer

price. He cannot do it. It takes him all his
time to buy the bare mnecessaries of life.
That is not his fault, I noticed a local

firm advertising an Australian-made hat at
25s., whilst the American Stetson is quoted
at 55s. Who buys a Stetson hat? Not the
toiler. The supporters of the Opposition are
the people who can do somecthing, because
they are the class who buy these things.
Who demands the imported goods? Who
demands high-priced pickles, condiments,
and canned goods? Not thé worker. There
15 a policy which, if carried out, would
bring immense welief to industry in this
State. Just look at what it means! In
order to show its effect, I want to develop
my argument in regard to Stetson hats.
The friends of the Opposition pay 55s. for
Stetson hats, and, except for the duty paid
and the profit which the storekecper malkes,
the whole of the money goes out of Aus-
tralia. Every penny of the 25s. paid for an
Australian hat stops here. If the hon. mem-
ber for Sandgate and his friends got busy in
that respect—and I know something about
the business—they would find a cure for
the depression in industry. Never in the
history of Quecnsland have I seen more
imported goods displayed than ave displayed
throughout its length and breadth at the
present time. Why? Because the Bruce-
Page Government are an importers’ Govern-
ment. I showed hon. members on the other
side how their policy was affecting the tim-
ber industry. Their trouble about the
industry here! They are out to protect
their friends who make the profits out of
imports. The friends of my friends opposite
have in the past, when they knew increased
duties were to be imposed, imported three
or four times the quantity of goods usually
required. The hon. member for Sandgate
stated that the trade returns do not reflect
the trade returns of Queensland. As he
said, goods are imported into Sydney and
Melbourne, and then gradually filtered
through to Queensland. If the seventy-two
hon. members.in this House and every mem-
ber of the community were to use and advo-
cate the use of Australian articles, we would
all be surprised at what it would mean.
I charge the Bruce-Page Government with
being responsible for the present position.
They are the friends of the importer, whose
only salvation lies in imported goods. What
is the head of the Bruce-Page Government?
Is he not the head of onc of the greatest
importing firms in Australia?
Mr. XKing: You know that is not true.

_ Mr. Kergo: You know he has not a share
in the busincss.

Mr. PEASE: The Bruce-Page Govern-
ment stands for the importer, and that is
why the trade in Queensiand and the other
States is falling away. he hon. member
for Sandgate, with his tongue in his cheek,
talks about what they do for the manufac-
turer. His party and the Federal Party are
the very people who are destroying the
They have no sympathy for
him. Look how they have destroyed the
tobacco, timber, and other industries. All
their thoughts-are for the importer. The
chief trouble of the manufacturer in Qucens-
land is geographical. His trouble is to get
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a market for his goods. In this respect I
have only to quote that the freight charged
by the steamship companies between Sydney
and Melbourne is 1ls. per ton, while from
Brisbane to Sydney it is 22s., and from Bris-
bane to Melbourne 33s. per ton. How can
any manufacturer in Queensland compete

with the other States in the face of that
fact? He cannot do it. There is a tax on
him. The tax imposed on him by the

wealthy shipping ring 1s a 100 per cent.
increase on the cost of the carriage of his
goods to Sydney, and the cost to Melbourne
is three times as great as it is from" Sydney
to Melbourne.

Mr. Krrso: Taxation is too high in
Queensland,
Mr. PEASE: I am glad my friend has

made that interjection. Every hon. member
of the Opposition has so far evaded this
question. Taxation is only paid on prolits,
and, if every manufacturer made no profits,
he would pay no tax. A manufacturer in
Queensland making a profit not higher than
6 per cent. parys a rate of tax lower than
is paid in any other State in Australia. I
have figures here which were quoted by the
Hon. Mr. Angliss, one of the greatest busi-
ness men in Australia, and a member of the
Upper Ilouse in Victoria. I have quoted
the figures before, but I am going to repeat
them so that I may drive home the incorrect-
ness of the statement that we are taxing
men out of business. Mr. Angliss is well
known to hon. members opposite.

In comparing the income tax schedule of
Victoria with that of New South Wales
and Queensland, Mr. Angliss shows that
taxation on a factory with profits of £9,500
the Queensland schedule is £299 less than that
of New SQouth Wales, and £367 less than that
of Victoria. Mr. Merrick, another member
of the Upper House in Victoria, showed that |
ihe taxation of manufacturers in Victoria
averages from 14 per cent. to 15 per cent,
whereas the Queensland figures show an aver-
age of 11.85 per cent. I have been interested
{0 ascertain what section of the community
felt the effects of the drought to the greatest
exiont, and for the purpose of my investi-
guiion I have compared the figures supplied
by ibe Commissioner of Taxes for two years-—
1925-26 and 1926-27. After all, the best
method of computing the income of the
people is to take the figures which have been
submitted to the Income Tax Commissioner.
According to the official returns, the incomes
of manufacturers in Qucensland for the year
1926-27 increased to a greater extent than
that of any other section of the community.

Mr. KrLso: What does the Commissioner
of Taxes include?

Mr., PEASE: You ask the Commissioner;
Le will tell you.

Mr. G. P. Barugs: Profits from the sugar
industry are included in that.

Mr. PEASE: Hon. members opposite secm
to think that one of our greatest industries
should not be included. The figures also
show that, compared with 1925-26, the gross
ivcome of Queensland manufacturers in 1826-
27 showed an increase of £2780,710. Yet
the hon. member for Sandgate says that we
have done nothing for the manufacturer, and
that the latter is in a bad way.

Another pieasing feature in the income tax
figures is the fact that the income of
employecs has also increased. That shows

Mr. Pease.]
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ihat under the legislation of this Govern-
ment both manufacturers and employees are
benefiting. For the year 1926-27, the incomes
of employces incrcased by over £2,000,050
as compared with the previous year. My
point is that, under the system of taxation
followed by the Government, first the manu-
facturers and then the employees benefit;

that is to say, as a Government we have
functioned for the people who have sent us
here. We have, on the one hand, increased
the income of manufacturers, and we have
functionsd so that any increased benefits in
wages have gone to the people we represent,
The incrensed incomes are 2.061 per cent. and
4,607 per cent. in the case of manufacturers
and employees respectively.

Mr, ELSO @
in the South?

Mr. PEASE:
that ratio.

I want to deal now with an interjection
made by the hon. member for Toowong, who,
by interjection the other evening, stated
that public opinion was behind the Federal
Government in their handling of finance. The
Premier has pointed out, and rightly so,
that he was proud of the fact that the Queens.
land Government had squared the ledger
despite the depressed times and the diffi-
cultiecs with which they had to contend. The
Opposition cannot detract from that position.

Mr. Kenso: How did you do it?

Mr. PEASE: By wise legislation; by pro-
tocting the primary producer against the
oppression of the middleman. 1 know very
well that the Government have protected the
manufacturers and the preoducers against the
impositions of the gentlemen represented hy
hon. members opposite, The Government
have stimulated production. That is the real
factor behind the surplus in Queensland.
What the Premier said is quite correct.
have proved that incrcased incomes have
been received by the manufacturers and by
the workers. Increased prosperity ! That 1s
what has happened. 1In spite of the depres-
sion, and in spite of difficulties, the Govern-
ment have legislated in that fair wav, and
that is why, of all the Governments in Aus-
tralin, we are the only Governmont to balance
the ledger. It was not done by incrcasing
taxation. We have not increased the inci-
dence of taxation.

Mr. H. M. Russern: Of course, you have.

Mr, PEASE: We have not. I have proved
that the f{axation in the other States is
heavier on industry than it is in Queensland.

Mr. H. M. Russenn: That is not so.

Mr. PEASE: It is so. Quecnsiand, by wise
legislation on the part of the present Govern-
ment, has so unpioved the earning capacity
of the primary producers Llld of the people

generally that vee show this inereased Budget.
I am now going to criticise the Budget of
the Federal Government, and I am going to
criticise it out of the mouth of the editor of
the Townsville ¢ Bulletin,” Mr. Green. The
Leader of the Opl)Oblth]’l kpnows him. My,
(Green is not a member of the Labour Party,
and he is not a friend of the Labour Party.
The hon. member for Toowong stated that
publvc opinion was with a Federal Govern-
ment in their handling of finance. This is
what Mr. Green says in a leading article on
14th July in dealing with Farle Page’s last

How much have they increased

They have not increased in

Budget. He referred to Earle Page’s Budget
as a “ Hard Luck Story.” He sars that in

[Mr. Peasc.
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1901-2 the Federal Government had a revenue
of £11,000,000 odd. That in 1918-19 it had
increased to  £44,000,000, in 192526 to
£72,000,000, and in 1927-28 to over £72,000,000,
and that he showed a deficit in that year of
£2,642,000. The hon. member for Sandgate
criticised the Queensland Government because
the Treasurer has shown an increased
revenue. Yet the Federal Government—the
same political party as hon. members oppo-
site, no matter how they may try to dis-
sociate themselves from the Federal Govern-
ment—incrrased the revenue from £11,000,000
odd in 1901-2, when the Laboul Party were
in power, to over £72,000.000 last veal when
they had a deficit of ;82 642,000, . Green
says—

“Yiven the ingenious Dr. Page must
find these figures very difficult to explain
away.”

I am making that comparison because the
hon. member for Randgate, in his attack on
the Governinent, tried to make a point out of
the fact that the revenue of Qucensland had
increased. That was not fair. I have com-
pared it with the Federal increase, and

want to show that what the Premier inter-
jected is correct. The increased revenue in
Queensland is reflectod in every State in
Australia and in the CommonweaHh to-day.
The point I want to make is that the per-
centage increase in the revenue is not as
high in Queensland as the Federal increase.

Mr. KELSO: it is not. What
about the war?

Mr. PTASE:
Green said—

“ Wven the ingenious Dr,

explain away these figures.”

Tustead of the Opposition attempting $o
discredit  this bmexnment because  of
increased rovenue and increasced expenditure,
let them attack their own Federal Govern-
ment. The hon. member for Nundah said
something about the war. In three years, after
allowing “for the per capita payments—war,
invalid, maternity, and old-age penslons—the
Wederal Government collected in Queensiand
£5,658,799 more than they paid away. Therc
is the war! The Tederal Government, if
any, zre to blame for the present position,
as they collected more money in Queensland
than the State Government. In three years
the excess money collected in Queensland
by the Fed«ral (xO\(‘I‘IlVl’lC“]t was £2 1s. 11d.
per capita. That is to say, the Federal
Government collected in  Quecnsland  £2
1s. 11d. per capita more than they paid

Of couvse,

1 repeat again what Mr.

Page cannot

away in per capita, war, matermty and
invalid old-age pensions; or, in other
words, the people of Qut‘ens and paid to

the Federal Government £2 1s. 1ld. per
head more than ther received—a tax on the
people of Queensland. Then take the ordinary
taxation, the figures for which are given in
the “A B C of Qdecnnmld and Australian
Statistics,” thch show that the whole of the
Siate taxation in Queensland was £5 2s. 1d.
per capita, whereas the whole of the Federal
taxation was £5 11s. 4d. per capita. If the
Opposition say that the burden of taxation
imposed on the people of Queensland by the
State Government—that is, £5 2s. 1d. per
capita—is too great, what ‘have they to say
about their own Federal Covernment, who
take £5 11s. 4d. per capita from Qu(‘enqland7
Their own Federal Government take nearly
10s. per head more from the people of Queens-
land than the State Goverument, Who have
all the services of government to perform;
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vet hon. members opposite say we have
taxed the people too much. Why do they not
tallk to their own supporterz? Why do they
not go to their own Federal Government, and
say, “ You are too hard on the people of
Jueensland,”  Surelv the samce argumsnt
applies. If hon. members opposite say that
our Government take £5 2s. 1d. per head
from the people of Queensland, which is far
too 1nuch, why do they not talk to their own
Federal Government, who take £5 1ls. 4d.
per head? When Earle PPage comes bere,
why do they not say, * Look hers, you are
taking too much money away. In three years
you have taken £5500,000. What have you
dene with i6?” One thing they did was to
build a beautiful place in Canberra. Look
at the money thev have wasted on Royal
Commissions. The Federal Government of
hon. members opposite are responsible for
this extravagance. Take the figures given
by Mr. Green, the editor of the Townsville
“ Bulletin,” which are a true rcflex of what
the people think of the Federal Government.
The present Federal Government are the
most extravagant we have had in the history
of Australia, and they will not protect the
primary products of Australia because they
are a middleman’s Government.

On 20th June, 1915, when the Labour
Government came into power in Queensland,
there was a debt of £62,823,539, without one
penny piece to pay it back. The burden of
interest on the people in Queensland to-day
represents £10 a minute night and dav, and
that burden was left by the then Treasurer,
the hon. member for Winnum, and his party.
When the Labour Party came into power,
the previous Government did not hand them
a clean sheet. We know that in commercial
life when a man takes over a business he
wants a clean shcet. Hon. members oppo-
site gave us a debt of over £62000,000; and
they now ask the present Treasurer what he
has done with the revenue. e has paid
the interest on the debt which hon. members
handed over.

Mr. G. P. Barnps: The railways were
paying concerns when you came into power.

. Mr. PEASE: The financial difficulty to-day
15 caused by the debt which hon. members
opposite _handed over to wus, without any
sinking fund having been ecreated for the
Hquidation of the debt.

_ Mr. G. P. Barxes: What are you going to
hand over?

Mr. PEASE: We arc going to hand over
a sinking fund on a proper basis.
[2 pon.]

The hon. member for Sandgate sncered afb
what he termed the academic speech of the
FPremicr on the question of unemployment.
There are many questions of the day which
membezrs of the Opposition are not competent
to speak upon, and unemployment is one of
them. "Anyone can speak of unemployment,
but it is aliwvays a pleasurc to listen to any-
body speaking on a subject who has surveyed
the problem properly. Nobody anywhere has
solved it. hecause it is common to all coun-
tries of the world; but every member of this
party was glad to hear the Premier express
the views he Gid upon it. It is world-wide.
The Government of Queensland can no more
stop it than could the Opposition get over
here.  Their Federa! Government are in
power in the Commonwealth Parliament; but
what have they done to solve this problem?
No Government in Australia could do more
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te solve it than the Federal Governmeni.
Hon., members opposite will say, “ Whas

right have I to speak about what is done
in the Federal ITouse? ” But, if a Labour
Government were in power in the Federal
Parliament, we would have hon, members
opposite steanding up here and asking what
they were doing. Hon. members opposite now
should appeal to the party in power in the
Tederal arcna to do something to alleviate
the covil. This morning I tried to show
one or two wars in which alleviation might
be brought about. First of all, better .pro-
testion might be given to the trades and
industries of Australia, particulariy of
Queensland.  In this conneetion I wani to
quote from the ¢ Australian ManuTacturer ”
—a trade journal of the manufacturers of
Australia. I am going to quote a leading
article—that is, an article written by the
cditor of that paper, who sums up all the
opinions which are given to him and puts
them into that form, expecting it to receive
proper support from all the manufacturers
in Australia. Ile says—

“'The world to-day is faced with grave
problems as the result of an amazing
economic fact—namely, the destruction
of demund by over-supply.”

1 have been trying to tell the hon. member
for Sandgate that the question is a question,
not of producing more, but of finding suit-
able markets for what we can supply. The
editor of the ‘ Australian Manufacturer ”
says the same thing. He goes on to say—
“JIt is a remarkable fact that all
nations that depend upon their exports,
whether primary or sccondary, are pass-
ing through hard times. In the United
States of America and Australia the
farming indurtry is in a parlous plighst
because it cannot dispose of its surplus
after supplying the home markets. Last
vear over a million people moved off
the land in the United States of America
to seck work in the cities. Development
of secondary industries in the outlying
portion of the Empire Is inevitable, and
the only way the Britizh can meet the
situation 1s to export industries and
capital to these Dominions to share in
the benefits of the new development tak-
ing place.”

It is not merely due to the legislation of
Labour Governments, but to the economic fact
of the destruction of demand by over-supply;
and no State is more faced with that problem
than Quecnsland. We are the greatest export-
ing State of primary products in Australia,
and our trouble is that we cannot get a
satisfactory market. If we produce more
sugar than we require, we have to sell it
overscas at half its cost. With butter it is
the same. The great thing facing primary
producers iz to find markets. The London
“Daily News,” in a late issue, says—
“The total population of England on
or mnear the poverty line is between
7,000,600 and 8,000,000.”

Will the Opposition say that the Govern--
ment of England are responsible for that?
They do not say that because it is their
side who are in power in Great Britain;
but, if a Labour Government were in power

. there, they would throw it across to us that

the Government were responsible. We on
this side do not blame the British Govern-
ment, because we recognise that this result
is due to economic facts, and to solve them

Mr. Pease.]
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is the problem facing all Governments. The
London *¢ Daily News” goes on to say—
“The weekly figures of the Minister
for Labour deepen the impression that
things are going badly with general
trade. The coal output for the week
is 500,000 tons less than thc average for
the same period of 1927. Unemployment
had increased in the boot, pottery, wool,
textile, and transport industries, and in
conjunction with the heavy fall in rail-
way rcvenues this suggests the effect of
the enormous reductlon in purchasing
poewer in the chief industrial centres.”
That is the way the editor of that paper
sums it up. It is not due, then, to the
actiecn of the Government in Great Britain.
The argument used by the Opposition is that
our Govermment are responsible. I would
direct the attention of the Opposition to a
very fine article which appeared in the
“Daily Standard ” last evening., It says—
“In an article which was published in
the ¢ Daily Standard,” on Saturday last,
Mr. J. J. Davis, Sccretary for Labour
in the TUnited States, was quoted as
saying—
¢ Those who complain at the scale of
wages, or who discharge their workers
without a thought, forget that our
prosperity derives from this home
market of ours, and that in that
market the millions of wage-earners
are by far the richest and freest
buyers ! If the spending power
of the Australian wage-earner were
reduced, among the first to feel the
ill effect would be the producers.””
I specially quote that article because the
Ioader of the Opposition, when on the
hustings in North Qucensland, where he
imagined he would be free from the press
and could speak as he liked, dealt with nigh
wages.
Mr. Moore: What did I say?
Mr. PEASE: You said that the
were too high.
The SPLAKER: Order!
Mr. Moore: I did not say anything of the
sort. :
Mr. PEASE: You

wages

said that the

wages

were too high, and that you required a
better return.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, Moore: A better return—that is «
very different thing.

Mr. PEASTK: Thercfore, you argue that
the workers of Queensland are overpaid.

I say that the workers of Queensiand arc
not overpaid, and they will give their answer
to the Leader of the Opposition at the pro-
per time. I commend to hon. members
opposite the article appearing in the “ Daily
Standard,” and impress upon them that the
solution of the unemployment problem is
not a reduction of wages. If you destrow
the purchasing power of the people, you

immedi.atc]y destroy your local market,
which is the best market of the lot.
Mr. Kerr: Who claimed that wages

should be reduced?

Mr. PEASE: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred to the wages in Queensland as
being high wages. The Opposition regard
the wages of Queensland as high wages.

[Mr. Pease.
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Where are the high wages in Quecensland?
Probably enjoyed by politicians, but by no
one else. I will not admit that there are
any high wages in Queensland. The wages
in Queensland are not as high as they ought
to be, but economic factors prevent their
being increased.

Mr. Moore: Who spoke of high wages in
Queensland ?

Mr, PEASTE: Yeu did.

Mr. Moore: I did nothing of the sort.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! I ask the hon.
member for Herbert to address the Chair.

Mr. PEASTE: 1 wish only to tie the hon.
gentleman down to the fact that he said
that the wages in Quecensiand were high.

My, Moore: I did not say that.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition has denied making that state-
ment, and the hon. mcmber for Herbert
must accept his denial.

Mr. PEASE: If the method of solving the
unemployment problem as advanced by the
Opposition is one of reducing wages and
discharging employees, then it is the worst
possible method that could be adopted. The
markets of Australia are provided omly by
the fact of the people of this Continent
having money to spend. If you destroy
your local market, then you immediatels
destroy all primary production. Take the
case of low wage countries. Why can we
not secure a market in China and India
for the sugar that we could produce by
millions of tons? The poor unfortunate
individuals in India and China are unable
to purchase our sugar because they have no
wages; but, if they were to increase their
standard of living, then the tecming millions
of the Hast would provide a market for our
sugar and our butter—common commodxf(ms
that every human being is entitled to enjory.
The position is that the low wage countries
are the worst countries in the world for thie
producer. The Opposition should see to 1t
that our standard of wages and conditions
in Queensland is maintained, otherwise the
unemployment problem will be accentuated.
and there will disappear the market for our
primary products. ~The Leader of the
Opposition talks of high wages. The posi-
tion is undoubtedly

My, TavLor: Very disquieting.

Mr. PEASE:. It is disquicting. The
Opposition are not trying to solve the pro-
blem. because. when we on this side of the
House brought forward the Unemployed
Workers Insurance Bill—which, although not
perfect, is somec measurc of alleviation to
the workless—they culled it the ¢ Loafers
Paradise Bill,”” and sought to destroy it as
they have sought to destroy all the legisla-
tion which has for its object the beuefiting
of the people as a whole. One solution of
unemplovment is scientific management. In
support of this statement, I have here a state-
ment by Mr. Archibald, one of the directors
of McWhirters Limited, who, in discussing
the profits made by the firm, which amounted
to £44.000 for the year ended 30th June.
1926, pointed out that the increase was more
than double that of 1923, in spite of the fact
that the increased working expenses amounted
to £11.973, which were met by inercased
turnover and the co-operation of all the
staff. He pointed out that in 1923 the liabill-
ties amounted to $£134,000, which were
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reduced in 1926 to £83,600, and that the
assets which in 1921 were £153,000 had in
1926 increased to £330,000. These results
were in spite of the 44-hour weck and
increased wages. There was once instance
where scientific management had been
applied profitably.

So far as the workers of Quecensland are
concerned, I just want to quote onc or two
remarks to show, if it were needed, that the
Government have functioned in the interests
of the workers of Quecnsland. There are two
facts alone which prove what we have done
for the workers. When the Government took
charge of the Treasury benches in 1915, the
infantile mortality in Quecnsland was the
highest of any State in Australia. Last year
the infantile mortality of Quecensland was
the lowest of any State in Australia. That
~hows that the Government took over many
legacies from the Opposition, and one legacy
taken over was no thought for the care of the
mothers and children of the State.

Hon. J. G. Arrer: That is not correct

Mr. PEASE: Facts speak for themseclves.
In 1915 the infantile mertality of children—
that is, the deaths of the children solely due
to want- of nourishment and care of the
mother and the rest of it—was highest in
Queensland, while last vear it was the lowest.
1 heard Mr. Piddington—who iz not a
Labour member—deliver a specch in Bris-
bane a few years ago. What did he say?
He said that of all the States in Australia
Queensland had the highest standard of liv-
ing and the best conditions for the workers.
When we go to the polls next clection the
people of Queensland will remember that.

GOVERNMENT MEwBrRs: Hear, hear!

HoN W. H. BARNES (Wynnum).: The
hon. member who has just resumed his seat
has tried in a very plaintive way to mako
the people believe that no Government prior
to the formatlon of the Government which
he is supporting had any thought for those
who needed most help in the community.
That statement is entirely incorrect.

OrrositroN Meveers : Hear, hear !

Hov. W. H. BARNES: As a matter of
fact, provision for pension for the aged and
everything which had for its object the good
of the community were introduced by Covern-
ments which preceded the prosent Govern-
ment.

Mr. Peasp:
than now,

Mr. LLewWELLYN : Remember the poll-tax.

Mr. MAXWELL: What about the Unem-
ployed Workers Insurance?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is amusing to
me that anyone should have the effrontery
to come along now and make such a sugges-
tion as the hon. member for Herbert.

Before continving my speech, I want to
deal with anothe1 statement made by the
hon. member in connection with the purchase
of a dredge for Cairns. What are the facts
in connection with that matter? A dredge
was required for the Brisbane River, and Mr.
Cullen—an able offfcer—and if the Treasurer
were here he would admit it—was sent to the
old country to purchase one, it being impos-
sible to obtain in Queensland a dredge suit-
able for the particular class of work, as no
one here had the patent rights. He went to
England and to Scotland, and he also visited
Germany. On his return to Brisbane, Mr.

And more children died then
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Cullen said that the only dredge suitable for
the requirements of Brisbane was one that
was manufactured by a German firm, and he

made the strongest recommendation in favour
of the purchase of the dredge which the
(Government eventually acquired. He said
that, if the Scottish dredge or any other
q1edge that he had inspected were brought
to Brisbane, the material which had been put
into it would have to be taken out. That was
his reason, because what Britisher wounld not
prefer to purchase a British article? Mur.
Cullen strongly recommended the purchase
of the dredge which has done such splendid
work on the Brisbane River.

Subsequently the Cairns pcople wanted a
dredge, and, in view of what had transpired,
they asked the Government to procure a
dredge similar to the one which Mr. Cullen
had recommended. In face of that fact, what
is the use of the hon. member for Herbert
coming here and making a statement which is
only a quarter truth? I understand the hon.
gentleman said something about bolts which
had rusted.

Mr. PessE: I said dummy bolts.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man on this particular argument 1s an
absolute dummy himself.

Mr. PEASE interjected.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
has had his say; 1 am going to have mine.
As a matter of fact, the dredge which was
bought for Cairns, like the dredge purchased
for use in the Brisbanc River, was the best
in the market at the time. The Government
of the day would not have done their duty
had they not accepted the advice of their
experienced and expert officer. What would
have been the position of a Treasurer who
had not accepted such advice?

There is another matter to which I would
ask leave to address myself. I think that
everyone is prepared to admit that, no
matter on which side of the House a man may
sit, there is a pronounced feeling of regret
when death comes along and takes away a
public man. With your permission, Mr.
Speaker, 1 desire to record how deeply we
regret the fact that an old colleague of ours
—Mr. E. B. C Corser, a. member of the
Federal Parliament—passed away this morn-
ing. The deceased gentleman did magnificent
work for theé constituency which he repre-
sented, and I am pleased that the opportunity
is glven me to express what I believe to be
the general regret of the House at his death.
(Hear, hear!)

It is my intention to reply to some of the
statements made by the Premier. I do not
know whether I shall get into trouble for
doing so. Did hon. members notice how the
hon. gentleman went for the Ieader of the
Opposition in a manner that suggested what
a naughty man the Leader of the Opposition
was for criticising him? I was expecting
every moment that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition would apologise for daring to come
into the august presence of the Premier.
(Laughter.) One could almost imngme the
Leader of the Opposition saying, “ I want to
apologise for being so indiscreet.”’ It was
said once of a leading member of this House
that he had grown too big for his hat. =
am wondering whether the Premier lately has
not had to go for a bigger hat, because therc
is one thmg that one must not do—that is,
criticise the hon. gentleman. Of course, the

Hon, W. H. Barnes.]
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hon. member for Fitzroy and the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen may do it. Last year I stated
that Socialism in an extreme form had been
introduced, pandcred to, and fed by the
Government. This is what the hon. member
for Fitzroy said, at page 313 of ¢ Hansard,”
last year—

*“The hon. member for Wynnum put
the cap on the right head when he said
that a great deal of the Labour trouble
at the present time was the outcome of
sced sown at certain times by hon. mem-

bers on this side of the Chamber. That
is true. The present Premier, Mr. Theo-
dore. the Home Secretary, myself, and

others are responsible for the methods
employed at the present time in indus-
try, and I am going to give one or two
oxamplos
¥Mr. Winstaxtey : There is nothing very
rnaughty about that. (Laughter.)

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Oh, no.
would accuse the mild hon. member who
interjects of being very maughty. Some
people might think he is very good, but I
am sure no one would regard him as being
<ory naughty. He would not slip, as T have
done, and damage his arm. The hon. gentle-

No one

man is too carcful in that regard. The reply
of the Premier was a very extraordinary
one. Did rou notice how he-replied? When
T saw the late Premier in the gallery the
other night, I wondered what he thought.

Did you notice how the Premier spoke of his
pvredecessors ? They were the moen who were
vesponsible for all the trouble. The hon.
gentleman spoke of the 44-hour week. and
he led one to believe that there has been a
break in the bappy family, so strange was
it. He wxaid, “ These predvcessors of mine
brought me into a position which I have to
face.”” Was he not a member of the Cauin"n
that had do to with all these things? Any
hon. member who knows the present Premier
\\11 krow that he is not going to he in a

‘abinet and simply look on and say, “ Th'mk
*ou I will do whatever you wis W As a
matter of fact, we know the hon. genﬂeman
i= one who would assert that he was going
to do certain things. He might have gone
a Jittle further and told us whether he
opposed these things which so displeased him
when they were brought in by his pre-
do(‘(ssm: or iIs it a late conversion? “Was
it something that happened just on the spur
of the moment which led him to changc
his attitude In connection with these things?
I do not know. The splendid speech
delivered this morning by the hon. member
for Bandgste showed that the hon. gentle-
man iy a-real Sir (x“omzo Reid—sometimes
“No” and sometimes “ Ves.” With the
Premier somrtimes a thing is good, and at
another time it is bad, according to circum-
stances, and accordlngr to the locality in
which he is speaking.

My, CorLuixs: You used to support George
Reid.
Hox. W. JI. BARNES: And probably I

would support him again if he cams to hf‘
again, bnt never t’ho hon. gentleman who
interjected.  And let me say that once he
nearly oot to be leader. What a pity ! Had
ho continued. the Bowen iron and stenl works,
which he did not get, would have eve ntum‘ed
I may be ~oing over some of the ground
which the o member for Sandgate went
over, but we know there was a very estimable

viember of this F]1an1b01 who has since joined
tho great majority. who sald, “ Say it over

{Hon. W. 7. Barnes.
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and over and over again,”” and I may be
saying it “ over and over again.”” The
Premier said, “ 1 have not increased taxation.
My, have I not been good?’ Of course
those railway freights that went up must
have been the fault of the Secretary for
Railways, who did not consult anybody in
the Cabinet. They went up, but he could not
have consulted anybody. Let me draw atten-
tion to this fact: The revenue in 1921-22
from stamp dutics amounted to £604,739,
and in 1926-27 it amounted to £860,236.
Somcone may say that these figures are not
correct. If anv hon. member doubts these
ficures, I would ask him to turn up the
Auditor-General’s report for 1927, and turn
to page 7. That is where they arc recerded.
We know what they were for the year just
ended. The policy of the Government has
been a policy of “ Take, take, take at cvery
tarn ”’; and they have, as T think I shall be
able to show before I sit down, gone largely
in the direction of ruining lndustxy in this
great State of Queensland. The Premier is
cntirely responsible for that increased taxa-
tion. Look at the figures. He got an increasc
in 1982526 of £189,961, in 1826-27 an
increase of £398.218, and in 192728 an
increase of £475,742. Where did that mones
come from?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY ¢
That is nothing to the increase in your
business since the Labour Party came intc
power.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I wish I could say
the hon. gentleman’s statement is true. The
inroads Which have been made by the Go-
mln‘ur‘nt have made it almost tmpossible
for people to run businesses to-day. Here
is an hon. member who has never been in
business in his life, and he comes along and
makes a statement which is absolutely untrue.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Absolutely true.

ox. W. . BARNES: When has the hon.
member had the opportunity of perusing our
bhooks? I tell the hon. member—and he is
bound to accept my statement—that his
statesnent is not correct. He is making a
ststement which i: false in an endeavour to
draw » 1ed herring acvoss the trail in that
particular way. What has the Premier done
—this Premier who would not increase taxa-
tion? e has increased license fees; he has
impesad a super land tax.

Ay, Pragn: Do you object to increasing
license fees? -
Hov. W. H. BARNES: What a silly

interjection ! When a man comes into this
House he does not represent any particular
soction of the community, but the com-
munity as a whole. I have views, but it
is my first duty in the service of this great
country to give of my very best, which is
fair to every section of “the ccmmumty
Apvarently the hon member does not allow
that to be the guiding element in connection
with his public life; but he can go along
Iis lines, and T will go along my own. What
is the position? Talk about increases!
TUnemployment insurance has been raised,
"nd increased farves have been imposed by

the Government. Whichever way we go we
find the Goversment have been delving into
the pockets of the people. What 1s the
pesition with regard to the unemployed?
The hon. member for Sandgate drew atten-
tion to the way the unemployment insurance
payments have -been increased.
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The SECRETARY TOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
The Government get no revenue out of that.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: I am not suggest-
ing that the Government do.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
Yes, you were.

Tlon. W. H. BARNES: No. The Govern-
ment have contributed to the fund, the
workers have contributed, and the business
people have contributed; but is it not an
instance of the incapacity of the Government
to govern? 1 heard an hon. member this
morning talk of the new Jerusalem that
was to come.

Mr, Bruce: The hon. member for Sand-
gate. :

Hox. W. II. BARNES : No—an hon. mem-
ber opposite. 'The hon. member for Sandgate
realises how human many things are in this
life. An hon. member opposite said we have
not gone all the way yet, but, if the position is
so bad now, what will it be then? On a
previous occasion the Leader of the Govern-
ment said he was opposed to increasing the
charges on the people, and that they had
adopted the policy of making the wealthy
income tax payers, most of whom were living
in luxury in the city, bear the burden of
the rzilway deficit. There is one comforting
feature in that regard—that probably in the
carrying out of this policy Mr. Theodore and
some hon. members opposite are the ones who
will contribute, becausc thev are the wealthy
members of the community. My friend the
genial Home Secretary smiles. We were
told by the Premier that we are not to
listen to all the tittle-tatile going, but I hope,
at any rate, that the hon. gentleman himself
is one of those who have largely to cou-
tribute, and I believe he is well able to do
jt. Have not the State stations caused taxa-
tion? Will anyone say that where there
has been a loss of over £2,000,000 that has
not helped to increa-e taxation?

2.30 p.m.]

Whern  everything in the garden was
lovely » the following statement appeared in
¢ Jocialism at Work ~—that little red book
which I spent some time a day or two ago
in going through:—

“ 8o real was the public need for the
State to enter the stock-producing indus-
try that the advantages in the Govern-
ment buving the stock for the new
stations were too substantial to bo
ignored, and this condition doubtless will
prevail for some years to come.”

That was in 1917. Of coursé, we are told

that the substantial advantages came in
various wass—1 do not know how. The book
goes on—

“The working expenses of running

either a cattle or sheep station are very
small.  Always the main outgoing of
the pastoralist is represented by rent,
interest on a mortgage, or what he
reckons as fair interest on the capital
invested in his land, together with
interest on the capital value of his stock.
On a sheep station not 20 per cent. of
the total revenue is absorbed In wages
and other working expenses; whilst on
a cattle station the working expenscs hill
amounts to less than 5 per cent. of the

total,
“ (Onee the Government is fairly started
in the busincis~——""

I wonder whether they have got fairly started
in the business vet. (Opposition laughter.)

[31 Jorvy.}
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The hon. gentleman who is in charge of that
department was very busy not long ago try-
ing to sell them.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
I did not write that,

FHon. W. 1. BARNES: Have you noticed,
Mr. Speaker, how hon. gentlemen opposite
are always trying to climb down? Perish
the thought that any of them had anything
to do with the beginnings of this enterprise !
Would it not be a good thing if all the books
which said anvthing about it could be burned
—thiz book among them ? That was a practice
in ages gonhe by in connection with obnoxicus
beoks. They were gathered together, and
a bonfire was made to get rid of them. May
I suggest that in some way  Socialism at
Work ” might be burned to get rid of it.
This all reminds me that I have in my home
a collection of pictures, and some of them
were brought to me by a resident of Welling-
ton Point, who took some photographs of
the workers on tho State stations. I have
the greatest sympathy for any Government
who employ ocur aboriginzls. 1 think they
are entitled to consideration, but the part
that amused me was that nearly all the
workers in those pictures represent our
coloured  Queenslanders. It amused me,
beeause I knew the hostility of the party
opposite to their employment. Not long ago
the Government were taken to task for using
them, but they managed to cover it up very
nicely—** Never a derk man worked for us,”
they said.  Of course, we may remember, for
instance, that ones there was a ship in port
and there swas some trouble on her, and her
crew were told, **Come along to the Trades
Hall. You are brothers, every one.”” But
now they would never do a thing like that,
L7t me complete that quotation—

“ Once the Government is fairly started
in the husiness this very small charge for
working expenses will represent all the
real outgoing, from year to year, incurred
in the cnterprise.”

Now I want the hon. member for Bowen to
listen to this quotation from page 49—

*“That Queensland possesses many iron
deposits of high quality has already been
Jdemonstrated, and experiments carried
out under the direction of the Mines
Department have resulted in the pro-
duction of specimens of pig iron, which
has passed through a single precess and
which from its texture and general
appearance conveys the impression of
having reached a far more advanced
stage of manufacture. The department
has sscertained that pig iron can be pro-
dueced locally at a cost of some £4 per
ton, whilst the market price of the com-
modity at the time of writing (1lth
June, 1927) ranges from £11 to £12 per
ton, Furnaces for the production of pig
iron could be erccted for as little as
£5,000, though, of coursa, the erection and
working of stec] works would constitute
a much more formidable undertaking.
However, the latter, as a State enter-
prise, would be practically certain to
follow the output by the State of raw
iron. The prospects of the vanturc may
be gauged to soine extent by the fact,
that, whercas in Scotland and Spain ore
vielding only 15 por cent. of metal is
succesafully  mined, the Queensland
deposits return from 60 per cent. to 90
per cent. of iron.”

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Was there not a visit to Western Australia?
Somehow or other it was necessary to go
to Western Australia to complete this for-
midable thing and bring about for the hon.
member for Bowen circumstances such as
would make it certain that the Bowen iron
and steel works was going to be a success.
I should like to know if that property has
been sold. That knowledge would be very
interesting. 'To-morrow I shall probably
give notice of a question as to what was
the loss, and whether there was keen dis-
appointment on the part of the hon. member
for Bowen when he found that such an
undertaking was only in the air, and had
proceeded no further. I notice that the hon.
member for Bowen is looking very sad,
apparently because the whole project has
disappeared; but, when he is Premier, it
will be quite all right. (Laughter.)

I remarked a moment ago that the loss
on State stations was £2,154,401, We have
embarked upon something that the Govern-
ment favoured so very much, but what have
we lost? We have lost not only £2,154401,
but have you thought, Mr. Speaker, of the
amount of taxation that we have lost?
Have you thought, Mr. Speaker, of what it
has meant to Queecnsland in attempting to
run State enterprises that have proved a
ghastly failure? Ilave you thought, Mr.
Speaker—I want the Deputy Leader of the
Government to pay attention to this—how
it has helped towards increasing unemploy-
ment in the community? To have to
announce that one of the State enterprises
has lost over £2,000,000 surely is a travesty
upon the Government that introduced it,
and introduced it with such flying colours,
as appears in connection with ‘‘ Socialism at

Work.”

On the introduction of State fish shops we
were practically told that the people were
going to receive the commodity at a very
reduced rate. Was that so? 1 scarcely
necd say that in one repoft presented to
Parliament by the Auditor-General the state-
ment was made that the turnover by the
State butcher shops had not been so great
practically because they could not compete
with the private shops. I say to the com-
munity, if that is ¢ Socialism at Work,”
then, if we have another eoleven or twelve
vears of ‘‘ Socialism at Work,” where will
Quernsland be? When we think of the
drift that has taken place in conncstion with
socialistic enterprises, what is going to
happen if we have another eleven or twelve
years of Socialism imposed upon the unfor-
tunate community ?

The Leader of the Government refrained
from informing us of the tremendous amount
of money which had been borrowed, and
did you notice, Mr. Speaker, how very
careful he was to say that we were not
going to spend so much this year? I am
prepared to admit that we must face the
question of egpenditure of loan money;
but the Premier neglected to tell us that
during the year 1929 loans to the extent of
£13,000,000 arc falling due.

Mr. O’Keere: One of your legacies.
Hew, W. H. BARNES: I am glad of that

interjection. Our legacies were legacies
representing money invested in profitable
undertakings, whereas the legacies

bequeathed by the Labour Party have been
most unprofitable—over £2.000,000 in one
item.

[{Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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I desire to draw the attention of the
Government to the fact that from 1917 to
1928 the Government have borrowed on
Loan Account £40,660,340. No wonder that
they are now talking about going slow!
Many people are repentant of evildoing
because they are found out. They would
never repent at all if they were not found
out. The Goyernment have now found out,
as the Premier said, that they have becn
going too fast, and have realised that they
will have to go back to sane things. L

The Premier, in the course of his remarks,
made reference to the trade balance. I am
not going to follow him, as the hon. member
for Sandgate dealt with the question in a
most effective manner. FHe covered the
ground in a way so signally successful that
it would be a pity to make any further
reference to it.

I want now to deal with the question of
unemployment,

Mr. CoLLiNs: How did you solve it when
you were in office?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Theé Premier
threw out an insinuation that the Leader
of the Opposition had been going out stir-
ring up the unemployed. That statement
was absolutely untrue. TIf we got right
down to bedrock, it would be found that
members of the Opposition had a more
genuine desire to help the unemployed than
hon. members on the Government benches.

OprosITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: What are the
causes of unemployment? One of the causes
of unemployment to-day is the abscnce of
confidence on the part of the community
in the Government, If many people in the
community found it at all possible to get
away from their surroundings, they would
get away, not because Queensland is no
good, but because the people are badly
governed? Unemployment is brought about
very largely by the want of confidence which
the people have jn the ability of the
Government to govern the country. It is
brought about, too, &s has been previously
pointed out, by taxation.

The SecreTaRY FOoR PuUBLIC Laxps: How
would you explain unemployment in .other
States governed by Tory Governments?

Hon., W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is desirous of side-tracking my question,
and going scmewhere else, instead of dealing
with the difficulty in his own State. He
merely deals with it by saying that the
other fellow is worse. It is the duty of
public men to tackle what exists in Queens-
land without going to other States. The
Premier said that taxation was a factor.
I agree with him. He also asked whether,
if £3,000,000 were taken out of the pockets
of the people and £500,000 returned, it
would solve the problem. He answered that
“VYes” and he answered it “ No.” M
answer is that there would be £500,000 more
to spend in enterprise, and that would at
least go some of the way towards relieving
unemployment. HEvery hon. niember must
realise that it does not matter whether the
money comes from our own pockets or from
the pockets of the community as a whole,
because in whatever manner it is obtained
it brings about a lessening of our spending
powers. It would mean that £500,000 more
would be available for industry.

Mr. Bruck: Why don’t you release some?
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Hox., W. H. BARNES: It is only men
like the hon. member who has just inter-
jected who may button up their pockets and
keep what they have got. Other men have
expended every penny they have in industry.
The chief trouble in Queensland to-day 1s
want of confidence,

The SecreTsry ror Pusiic Works: Why
are you extending your business premises in
Wickham street?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am not aware
that my firm is extending its business pre-
mises in Wickham street; but, if the hon.
member chooses to visit that locality, he will
find that, before he gets to the premises of
my firmm there is shop after shop to let.
To-day taxation has gone on to such an
extent that people are unable to carry the
burden, and to that extent unemployment is
created. The Premier asked 'if the unem-
ployment problem would be solved if a
reduction in taxation took place. My view
is that the position in Queensland is not
likely to improve until a reduction in taxa-
tion takes place. The grinding taxation that
has been imposed has most seriously affected
every industry, and until there is some
lessening of the weight the State is not likely
te prosper as it should.

The Leader of the Government quoted
figures with regard to unions. I believe that
every member of this party is extiremely
anxious that the good conditions belonging
to the workers should be maintained, and
that the principle of arbitration should be
the deciding factor in fixing conditions.
What, however, is the position to-day? There
are certain unions which will not admit
members to their ranks, although their
awards provide for compulsory wunionism.
Only last week I had a case wherc a returned
soldier with four children had a position
offered to him, and, when he tried to get
admission to the union, he was told there
were no vacancies. That is a cruel shame.
The first duty of every man is to try to
provide by honest means bread and butter
for his children. The right to work is his,
under conditions prescribed by the Board of
Trade and Arbitration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRES: I know
what your people did.
Hox. W. IH. BARNES: Does the hon.

gentieman refer to me as a private member?

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
referring to your party.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. gentle-
man will visit my place of business, I shall
have an opportunity of showing him men
who have been employed .there for many
years: and let me remind the hon. gentle-
man that the party to which I belong is not
only for making promises but is also desirous
of carrying them out. My party is genuinely
sympathetic towards the members of the
community.

Mr. BrocE: You are not the party.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am one of them,
and, whilst T am here, I shall assert myself
as one of the party.

The PreMIER : What about vou victimising
a man because he is a unionist?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I have never sug-
gested victimising a man because he is 4
unionist.

Mr. Kerr: That is the kind of statement
one hears from the soap-box orator.

1928--F

I am
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: This party is out
to help men who are unionists, and I believe
that the unionists of this State are going to
support this party. (Government laughter.)

What is one of the chief causes of unem-
ployment to-day? I quite remember only
a few vears ago when the Premier marched
down Queen street with certain flags flying.

The Preyier: Be quite fair.

ITox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man marched down Queen street with certain
flags flying, and onec of the dangers in
Queensland to-day-—I think the Premier is
waking up to it—is the Bolshevik move-
ment. And whom do they support?

The Prruier: You.

Mr. K¥rr: They support the Premier.

The Preuier: Well, they wait on your
party.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I have a very
interesting quotation here from the Brisbane
“Sun” of Sunday, 4th April, 1926:—

“ A prominent Communist asked yes-
terday for his opinion in regard to the
Communist Party’s aititude in the
approaching elections said: ‘The Com-
munist Party will solidly stand behind
the Labour Party. Many of cur mem-
bers will actively support the Labour
candidates in their campaign. Since we
were evicted from the Trades Hall we
have made great progress. We are a
part of the great Labour movement, and
despite  the  attempts by  certain
reactionary elements to evict us from the
Labour movement, the effort to do so
has miserably failed. We have members
in pretty well every union. We have
themn in the Workers’ Political Organi-
sations. In order to retain our influence
inside we allow many cf our members to
sign the anti-communistic pledge. We
hold that in this great fight to emanici-
pate the workers any methods are justifi-
able wherewith to defeat your opponents.
COur infuence in the Labour movement—
political and industrial—is a solid one.
Though we oppose many of the political
veactionaries for their misleading and
bypocritical tactics, at election time we
must have the united front.

*“The Communists throughout the
State will support the Labour Party, and
do their utmost to secure their return.’ ”’

That is what is going to happen at the
coming election. You will find them all
behind the Premier. The quotation con-
tinues—

“ Qur press will specially deal with the
campaign, and having a good influence
throughout the State, its special plea
for support for the Labour Party will be
effective.”

This is the
Premier—

“In the North, particularly Cairns
district, the Communist group are well
organised, and Mr. McCormack will find
our support solidly behind him.”

MMr. BRUCE:
parts manager.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They do not like
the physic. It is very distasteful. I have
tried to sugar-coat it as much as possible,
but I am afraid I have not becn very success-
ful. The Premier, in his speech, asked us for
constructive criticism.

The PreMIER : Hear, hear!

Hon. W, H, Barnes.]

part that will please the

That was written by vour
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: Let me say that
usually the doctor does not prescribe until
hy is o called in. However, I am going to
give him some points, and I hope he will
not steal them for his platform. These are
my points—I do not say they are the party’s
VICH S,

The SECRETARY ¥OR DPuUbLIc I.ANDS:
wnst be a doctor oui of practice.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Oh, no! The hon.
gentleman has always been out of practice.
Did vou notice how the Premier fished for
the votes ol the farming community? Did
you notice how be baited throughout to try
to securce their support? The State taxation
should be reduced on those who are engaged
i agricultural pursuits. The hon. gentle-
wan asked for something constructive, and
ihat is one of the things that could be done.
The flow to the cities is not good for the
community, and it docs seem to me that the
men who are engaged in the primary indus-
tries of this great State should’ receive
consideration at the hands of the
Government.

The Premier : That is why you do not want
to let them know what von get for their
produce.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am going to
deal with that. 'The hon. gentleman made
an absolute misstatement the other night. He
said that the members of this party——

The Premier: I said members of that
party.

Hox., W. H. BARNES : I cannot read last
Thursday’s *“ Hansard,” as Mr. Speaker will
not allow me to do so, but the hon. gentle-
man deliberately said that the Opposition
had done a certain thing. That is not cor.
rect. As a matter of fact, when Mr, Taylor
signed that document, he was not a member
of the House, and it never went from the
parliamentary party. 1 know all about it—
no one knows better. If the Premier is an
honourable man, he will at once admit that
he has made a statement which is not true.

The PREMIER: It is true. Charles Taylor
was a member of your party.

Hox. W. . BARNES: I challenge the
hon. gentleman to produce the document, and
also to find a single man who wus then in
politics who signed it.

OprosiTioN MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

.The Premizr: If you want to shed your
sinis as soon as you get into politics, I am
not going to let you do it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not going
to let the hon. gentleman say that the
?\.en}é)ers of the Opposition were responsible
or it.

You

The PremMiErR: I said members of the
governing party.
Hox, W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-

man said members of the party in power.

The Premizr: I said you were in power,
and you allowed him to do it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Have you ever
seen such a lame statement?

The Pruvirg: The charge is against you—
not against him,

Tox. W, H. BARNES: How can it be a
charge against me?

Tie PReMIER: You were a member of the
Government.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: If I were a memnber
of the Government which turned down the
request, where does the charge come in?
The hon. gentleman is “ barking up the
wrong tree.”  What is the position? A
number of commercial men in the city made
a request that the prices realised for produce
sent in from the coautry should not be
published. I was approached, and I refused
to sign the paper. But, when the Premier
comes here and has the audacity to say that
the party was behind il, he is making an
unfounded statement.

The hon. gentleman, when speaking pre-
viously, spoke about the Leader of the Oppo-
sition repeating in the House all the tittle-
tattle he heard outside, but here is the Pre-
mier of a great country descending so low in
his desire to try to get at the middleman. I
am going to say something about middlemen.
May I remind the hon gentleman that he has
figured in that capacity most conspicuously ?
Was he not a middleman when he was the
secretary of a union? (Government laugh-
ter.) Surely he was a middleman. Let me
deal with the actualities of life—what is the
position to-day? We talk of State enter-
prises. Reference has been made to the State
produce agency. No man has a right to
say anything against a gentleman who is not
here to answer for himself The State
produce agency is fortunate in having at its
head a. thoroughly capable man in Mr. Park.
I ask this question: Has the State produce
ageney reduced the rates of commission since
it came into existence? It has not.

A GoveaNMENT MEMBER: Yes.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is incorrect,
I may mention what it did, for I speak of
something I know. When the pricefixing
authority said, ““ You are only to charge
a certain commission on certain goods,” the
State produce agency said it could not do
anything with those lines, and dropped out
of it. We hear talk about middlemen. My
time as a public man may be getting shorter
and shorter, but I want to say that I shall
be able to go out of public life without any

man on that side or this side

[3 p.m.] being able to say, “ You did not

play the game in commercial,
business, oy political life.”” (Hear, hear!)
At any rate, there will nothing for those
I leave behind me to carry in the nature
of an incubus. When this question of middle-
men comes up it is time that the facts were
stated. Take my own case. It may be a
personal matter, but my interests are very
much more in the country than in the city;
vet again and again we have that epithet
thrown at us in connection with our business
life. Let us get back to actualities. It may
be egotistical for me to say it, nevertheless
I say that the record of the Government with
which I had the honour to be associated—the
record in service actually rendered to the
community—has never been equalled by that
of any other Government. {Opposition mem-
bers: Hear, hear!)

The PremiEr: You got a terrible bump
at the elections.

Hoxw. W, 1I. BARNES: May I remind the
hon. gentleman that he is going to get a
terrible bump this election? I have had a
bump, but in my electorate I had the experi-
cnce of coming back again, and that is what
this party is.going to do at the next clection.

Orrositiox MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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Tox. W. II. BARXNES: The Premier has
made vome reference 1o the potentialities of
the State, Any man in this House would he

a traitor i his country if he made other than
favourable reference to the State, It is a
sreat and a clorious State, with possibilities
of which cvery man onght to be proud, and
which it cuglht to be his aim to cultivate

and assist.

The Proyigr: Your colleagues arce decry-
ing it

Hexo W, H. BARNES: My colleagues are

deerying the. Government; they are not
deerying the State. Who could decry it
with its wool and its cattle, notwithstanding
the advent of the State Government into the
industry, putting their finger into the pie,
tiying to kill the business, and then asserting
that they, and they ‘done are trying to help
ihe great industries of Queensland‘? Every-
one knows that the problem wo have to face
is that of helping the industries of this State
to a greater extent than they have cver
been helped before, We have to do more to
encourage the spirit of co-operation between
the men who are employed and the men who
ave employcrs. We have to do our utmost
ro create a feeling which will be helpful to
the community. What has been the attitude
of the other party? True, the Secretary for
Mines said that there would be no unem-
ployment three months after a certain elec-
tion at Paddington. He was not a good
prophet.

The Sreerrriry rForR MINES :
qualification to that.

Mr. Fry: The qualhma,tlon was,
is willing to worls.

“flox. W. H. BARNES: At any rate, the
prophecy has not been realised. The duty
of this party and of every other party is to
see that the best is done for this great country
of which all of us are representatives.

There was a

“if he

Before I sit down let me refer to a state-
ment made by the Premier which was not
correct. He said that the hon. member for
Wynnum budgeted for an appropriation of
loan money of £2,000,000 and spent £4,000,000.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Hon. W. H. BARNES: Oh, yes. I took it

down, and 1 took the trouble to read the
kon. gentlemans speech line by line.

I said you budgeted for
which was equal to £4,000,000

The PREMIER:
.£2,000,000,

LOW.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man did not say that at all. How well it
would sometimes be if we could wipe out
* Hansard !

The PrEMIER: You spent £4,000,000.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. gentle-
man will go through the records, he will find
that the Government with which I was asso-
ciated were able year by year to conduct the
affairs of this great State so as to be able to
pay our way. What a crowing there has
been over this small surplus—a poor thing
hatched with great difficulty, and as a result
of extreme taxation!

The PrEMIER: Is it not better than having
a deficit of £1,000.0007

Hox, W, H. BARNES: I am not saying
that it would be a good thing to have a
defieit. We are in the position in which . we

[31 JrLy.]
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find oursclves to-day because of the debit
balances which have been carried forward
and on which we are paying interest.

The PrimierR: The debit balance of the
Government with which you were associated
was greater than our debit balance.

ITox. W. H. BARNES:
vou refer?

The Predier:
government.

ITov. W, H. BARNIES:
man is making a mistake.

The PrEMIER: It is true. I am speaking
cf the Continuous Government.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: They werc in
power for a greater number of years than
can be claimed by the Labour Party.

To what part do
The whole period of rour

The hon. gentle-
k=1

The Premier has again and again referred
to statements made by hon. members of this
House. 1 take it that, if I make a statement
here to-day which is not a party statement,
I cannot ask my leader, my deputy leader,
or the whole party to swallow it. The
Premicr referred to statements made by the
hon. member for Oxley. They were not
party statements at all but merely expressed
the private opinions of that hon. member.
The hon. member for Oxley denied that they
were party statements.

The PreEMiER: They werc more apropos
the policy of your party than the associating
of me with Communists.

Ilox, W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man has been associated with them all the
time., The mining activities on the part of
the CGovernment have resulted in a loss of
£1781,625, as disclosed by the Auditor-
General’s report. The Premier was not in
the Chamber when I referred previcusly to
loan money. I now ask him what he is going
to do in connection with the loans maturing
next year.

My, Prase: What did you do when you
were in power?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We provided for
them. The hon. gentleman has not said
anything about these £13,000,000.

The Preymier: You left us £25,000,000.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No. We dealt
with our loans in a masterly way, but the
hon. gentleman is now penitent, the loans

are maturing, and he is unable to speud so
much.

The PremMIER: My credit is excellent in
London.
Hox. W. H., BARNES: His personal

credit may be good anywhere, but the credit
of his Government is bad. The aim of the
party on this side of the House is to do the
very best for this great country of Queens-
land, and, after a.ll that is greater and
blggor than party 1)011t1(s Every man has a
right to give of his best.

I desirc to say, in conclusion, that, when
the elections are held, whether it be this
year or next vear, I hope the result will show
that the Government have absolutely lost the
confidence of the people. Then prosperity
and progress will be the task which will be
taken in hand by a new Government., who
will be alive to all the conditions necessary
for the State of Queensland.

OrposiTioNy Mexpens: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 desire to
join with the hon. member for Wynnum in
expressing my regret at the demise of Mr.
Corser, M.H.R. 1 know the Corser family
in Maryborough, apart from their politics,
and I know them 1o be good citizens, and
respected by every man who knows them. I
assure them of my regret at the death of
the father of the family. (Hear, hear!)

My chief desire in rising is to thank the
Premier for the help given by his Government
in affording some relief so far as Maryborough
is concerned by accepting the tender of
Walkers Limited 1‘01 the construction of
locomotives. It means soc much to Mary-
borough and the district that I feel I am
bound to touch on this matter. The stagna-
tion in the industry controlled by Walkers
Limitcd, which I am now hopeful has been
relieved for some time to come, followed
what, to me, seemed a serious blunder by
this Government in sending overseas for
lecomotives which eould, and 1 submit,
should, have been built here.  To ine this
action was a decided break in the long chain
of sympathy shown by Labour Governments
tow axd: industry in this State and in Aus-
tralia since the advent of Labour in Queens-
land in 1915. I trust no othm Government
will ever send overseas for anything that
can be manufactured in Queensland or in

Australia. I note with pleasure in con-
nection with the contract now under review
that the price submitted by Walkers Limited

was lower than any other Australian tender,
and ouly 7.7 per cent, greater than the over-
seas tender. When one considers the high
cost of wages ruling in this country as com-
pared with the old country, and the other
abnormal conditions governing competition
between Australia and overseas manufac-
turers, it is something to be gratified at that
there is only a diffcrence of 7.7 per cent.
between the two tenders. I submit that
with continuity of work a firm like Walkers
Limited will be able in the near future to
climinate any difference at all in costs, and
be able to compete successfully with any
overseas tenders, particularly in the manu-
facture of locomotives. The favourable posi-
tion as disclosed between the tenders of the
overseas and local firms has been hrought
about by the consideration given by the
Labour Government since*1915 to local firms.
During the years 1917 to 1828 the Govern-
ments of the day—all Labour Governments—
have given Walkers Limited contracts to
the value of over x£1,000,000. (Hear, hear!)
That is some conqdexatlon to that firm.
I believe that, given a continuity of work,
Walkers Limited will be able to ploduce at
lower cost, because they will be able
more effectively to control their overhead
costs. The agitation for the order for the
loccomotives I am speaking of now, tenders
for which closed last wesk, has been going
on for two years. Following ig on the intro-
duction of the last twenty-five British loco-
motives—l hope they will be the last—the
firm of Walkers Limited, of their own
volition, ordered material for the construction
of ten elass “ C 17" locomotives to trr to
keep their highlv-skilled craftsmen together,
and to keep their shops going as normally
as possible. Unf 01tuna‘rox‘: for the industry,
the overseas engines arrived about that. time,
and adverse conditions so affected this State

that the Railway Department foand it
impossible until quite recently to call for
tenders for more engines. It is quite

patent to anyone that,

[Mr. Weir,

unless engines are
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necessary, or unless an article is necessary
i any mdustly, it is quite useless askmg
for orders for them. The position in the
Railvay Department was brought about by
cther conditions. For e‘{ample the depart-
ment found iteelf faced with a falling
revenue consequent on a reduced mileage,
so that there was no demand for locomotives.
At the presont time the traffic has improved,
so that this weck the Government have been
able to grant a contract to Walkers Limited
for the construction of ten locomotives,

Mr. Cravron: You
to get it.

Mr. WEIR: I did my best in the matter.
I was in Maryborough yesterday when [
reccived official news “ldt the tender had
been successful. The Secretary for Railways
was goad enough to wire me plomptiy of the
l(sb\]t, and the effect of the granting of this
contract reminded me of events in 1923, fol-
lowing on the graniing to Walkers lemted
of the Tully River mill contract. On that
occasion the city of Maryborough was almost
beflageed at the prospects of almost two
years’ work in front of Walkers Limited.
I kept constantly in touch with the directors
and management of Walkers Limited on
that occasion, who had come to Brisbane
for the finalising of the tenders, and it was
my privilege, thanks to the late Premier,

Jived on the doormat

Myr. Theodore, to be able to convey to them
at the Queensland Machinery Company’s
office the tidings that the firm had been

successful in the tender for the Tully River
mill. The directors, after hearing the good
news, insisted on mv returning to Mary-
boloutrh with them that night in order {o
convey the glad tidings first-hand to the
workers within the industry, which I did on
the next day. This was the first occasion
on which a public man had been permitted
to address the workers of that industry
inside the firm’s premises and was a fitting
climax to a concerted effort in which at
every stage both the management and the
unions involved extended to me the utmost
confidence and lovalty. Just prior to call-
ing tenders for that job I was successful
in inducing the Government of the day—
through the late Mr. Gillies—to withdraw
tenders from overseas for a proposed bridge
job, which was valued at £22,000 or £23,000,
and offer the work to Walkers Limited,
which enabled the firm, not only to
retain most of the efficient staff, but also
to reduce shop charges to a minimum, so
that the Tully River mill job—and for that
matter all jobs that follow—would have the
benefit of the reduced overhead exponses.
It will be apparent to all hon. members
that, when a portion of a workshop is not
working, certain overhead charges must of
necessity continue. These charges must sub-
sequently be recouped, so that continuity
of operations has the ecffect of maintaining
shop charges at a proper level. I was
particularly anxious that Walkers Limited
should get anvy work that was available in
order to keep their works going, and so
reduce the cost of the Tully River mill job,
which was immediately in sight. I was
pleased then when the bridge job to which
I have referred—a job in connection with
the Burpett bridge—came the way of
Walkers Limited.

The latest tender will do much to provide
employment for many men in Maryborough
but there will still be many unemployed. I
would suggest that other avenues should be
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sought in order to place in employment
those who are sceking work. Everyone
agrees with the Government in their desire
to spend money only on reproductive work,
and I will suggest certain avenues in which
some of the unemployed in Maryborough
could be used. For example, in the Rail-
way Department the question of increased
haulage capacity for locomotives is governed
by the gradients on the road. Between
Maryborough and Bundaberg a class < C 177
enginc can haul 160 tons more than the
same engine can haul from Gympie to Mary-
borough. That shows that on a trip from
Gympie to Maryborough it is an everyday
oceurrence for an engine to lose 160 tons of,
probably, a  400-ton  maximum capacity
owing to the fact that the gradients on one
section are not so well cut down as the
gradients on the other section.

T offer the suggestion to do something for
the men in the Maryborough district who
ave locking for work. 1t might be a reason-
able opportunity for the Railway Department
to undertake some repreductive work in the

direction  of cutting down these grades,
thereby allowing the engines to haul the
full Joad of 400 tous. Hon. members will

realise that 160 tons out of 400 tons is
4% per cent., and the cutting down of these
gradients will certainly be a big factor in
making the trains pay. I find in my district
that the loral railwas officials who are well
posted on this matrer are favourable towards
« reduction in the gradients, particularly
in the vieinity of Tiaro, and I suggest this
mwatter for the consideration of the Secretary
for Railways in order that something may
be done for the unemployed by attacking
these gradients, thereby serving the double
purpose of finding work and also of doing
something for the State.

Touching on the timber indusiry, if any-
cne visits the yards of Messrs. Wilson and
Hart, he will immediately find evidence there
which will belie the cry of **blue ruin”
which is so often heard from the opponents
of the Goverument. Within the last twelve
months these people have spent tens of thou-
«ands  of pounds in further equipment,
machinery, and such like in the mill in order
to undertalke more work and a better class
of work than they have been doing in the
past.  Apart from the fact that they have
spent money on machinery, the necessary
increase in machinery has been responsible
for an increase of 50 per cent. in the number
of the staff, and that in itself has gone far
towards finding work for some of the men
who, in the ordinary course of events, would
be walking the streets. Something may he
done also in this direction, and I commend
it to the Secretary for Public Lands. For
some time there has been a slight hitch in
rogard to KFraser Island. Fraser Island is
a source of a very large timber supply,
mostly hardwood. which is brought to the
Maryborough mills. This supply is uncertain
cwing to the hiteh, and I venture the opinion
that, if the Minister gave this matter con-
1deration, he would be able to get over the
difficulty, which would allow the timber
indusiry of Iraser Island to get back on a
proper footing and thereby considerably help
the timber indusiry in the Maryborough
district.

Let me now touch on what is known to
us as  ‘“through running.” That is the
through running of trains between CGympie
and Bundaberg as against the old system

[31 Jury.]
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of running from Maryborough to Bundaberg
and Marvkorough to Gympie. I have been
handling this question for some considerable
tie because it is & very vexed question
in the district. Everybody 1s concerned about
it, because thefe is very serious risk—more
than a risk probably—if this system is insti-
tuted and persisted in, of the transfer of
some of the wen who have spent a lifetime
in building up theiv homes in Maryborough.
Then, of course, the uestion becomes serious,

and I take the view that it becomes
political.  In this matter, right through
the piece, I have been fortunate in that
1 have been backed up by the members

of the A.F.U.L.I., the Guards’ Union, and
other unious immediately in touch with
the work., These people have been good
enough right through the piece to furnish
nie with very useful information and, having
had a training in the Railway Departinent,
i venture the opinion that I am capable of
handling the pesition—with the result that
I have been constantly in touch with the
Railway Departnmient, aid have endeavoured
to show them that through running is not
a suecess, and to wy mind should not be
persisted in. In the first instance, the depart-
nient introduced the new runming to econo-
i i power. There was no great
culty in exploding this theory for the
reasen that the systom introduced by the
departmont left valuable engines standing in
the vards at Bundaberg for hours on end
without turning a wheel, which, on the face
of it. is false cconotuy. This brought about
& change of front by the department. Under
ithe old system men who went to Bundaberg
on trains had no return train on which to
come back, and were sent back on * spare.”
The * spare” working brought about by the
system in vogue, in addition to the heavy

“laying off and other incidental expenses paid

to the men for unproductive duty, are a
heavy rax on the ruuning. To combat this
officers have been sent to the Maryborough
distriet fron Drisbane, with the result that
cverything possible is being done in an
endeavour to justify the systemn even to
running Maryborough men on the through
service from Bundaberg to Gympie and
Gympic to Bundaberg. This only accentu
ates the trouble, as it has a tendency to
bring the standard of living of the men
engaged in the industry back to the condi-
tion which existed vears ago, under which,
t0 my knowledge, men were sent out on trains
without having the slightest idea which
day of the week they would be returning.
[ much regret any system of working on the
road to-day which will have a tendency to
put the men back into the position which
obtained years ago. Taken by and large, I
can unhesitatingly say the ‘‘through”
running is badly counceived and cannot be
sunported on the score of economy, and
should be abolished in favour of the original
scheme which worked so well for many
years.

While we all hail with delight the fact that
the State finances have taken a better turn,
to my mind the Government arve standing on
very thin ice in accumulating a surplus, on
the one hand, while admitting the existence
of an army of unemployed on the cther hand,
True it is that we are relalively better off
than other Siates, but that 1s rot a very
good argument with which to wmeet the
demand for work by unfortunate workers
who., while willing and anxious to work, fird
themselves on the industrial scrapheap. A

Mr. Weir.]
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happy and contented population would be a
better asset to a Labour (Government than a
surplus. As a men who understands figures,
I appreciate the surplus. I know the Govern-
ment, and the Premier particularly, have had
a worrying time in {rying to put the finances
on a proper footing: but to me a happy and
contented people with a smaller number of
men unemployed would be preferable. Unem-
ployment is not peculiar to this Covern-
ment alone, but is common to all countries in
the world. We would be in a better position
if all our people were at work, even if we had
a deficit instead of a surplus.

During the course of the week an accident
happened in the district of the hon. member
for Burrum. I do not want anyone to think
for a moment that I am deliberately atterpt-
ing to prejudice the case, which may becomo
a most sertous matter in the Railway Depart-
ment. I merely want to touch on the case in
order to make a suggestion as to how to
avoid similar happenings in the future. As
we read in the press, an engine went over the
side of a bridge, with the result that a close
friend of mine was pinned under the engine
for six or seven hours. It occurred, unfor-
tunately, on a Saturday afternoon. We know
that immediately the breakdown whistle
blows in a district the breakdown gang, wher-
ever they may be, whether at home or at a
place of amusement, rush to their job as soon
as possible and get out on the rcad. They
do theiv duty nobly and well. In this par-
ticular case the men who heard the whistle
did not even bother to go home to get into
their working clothes. It was the call of
duty, and, as there might be danger to life
involved, they were on the job as quickly as
possible, I would suggest to the Secretary
for Railways the advisability in the near
future of having a permanent properly
cquipped breakdown gang to be readv for
these emergencies and save loss of life. We
do not want to sec such an accident happen
again; and the appointment of a permanent
breakdown gang will be able to render help
more quickly. "I am not blaming anyone.
No fault lay with the members of the break-
down gang in the recent accident. Thay
were called from all parts of the city, and
went away immediately they were able to get
together. The poor unfortunate man who
lost his life was pinned under the engine,
roughly, from 1.50 p.m. until about 8 o’clock
at night before they could get him out. Hon.

members can imagine how the
[3.30 p.m.] other man must have felt—I

know him, and the hon. member
for Bundaberg knows him well, too—work-
ing all that time trying to free his mate with
only a small hacl: saw in a confined space,
with the result that he practically winds up in
hospital almost a mental case. I think the
thing is serious enough to call for cose
attention, even if it should mean a little
added expenditure in having a specially
equipped gang continuously available, as is
done in the case of mines rescue stations.

Dealing with the Governor’s Speech, I
want to comment on one item which appeals
to me more than any other. I vefer to His
Excellency's remarls in regard to the inter-
mediate system of education. For somie con-
siderable time past I have been closely eon-
nected with secondary education as chairman
of trustees of the Marvborough Grammar
School.  This is a school which has been
getting wonderfully good results. Anvone who
watches the system carefully must recognise
that good progress has been made; but we

[My., Weir.
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have had to be exceedingly careful with the
accommodation we have, otherwise we would
not be able to show the results we have. We
have a record enrolment. In the combined
schools we have never had an enrolment up
to what it was on the 1st of July of this
year, I suppose that our schools are amongst
the best in the State. I would not like teo
detract from the record of any other school,
but I think I am justified in saying that. Our
boys’ school has also done wonderfully well,
and the results generally are very good. The
trouble with grammar schools generally all
over the State, however, is one of funds.
Every grammar school is carrying on under
difficulties, with a limited grant from the
Government, but with a big demand for
accommodation and teaching staff, therefore
the whole system remains stationary for want
of ability tc develop it. We have in Mary-
borough two very well-cquipped schools,
which are nicely situated, and it seems a
great pity that the trustees have got to the
point where they cannot shut their eyves to
the fact that the buildings themselves arc
wholly inadequate. It seems to me that the
sooner the State takes over the responsibility
for the buildings the better it will be,
because the State will have to pay in the
long run. The State will have to spend, for
instance, £600 or £700 on buildings alone,
and I think 1t is want of economy not to do
the work now. The trustees have got to
their limit at the bank, and cannot go on any

further. The State will not take them over
at present, and we are at a standstill. The
trustees vrecently have been through she

schools to see if we could not find somec
means of extending the present accommoda-
tion. We went over every hole and corner
in the building to see if we could not estab-
lish classrooms, and we found classes of as
many as forty boys under the supervision of
one teacher. From my experience, I venture
the opinion that no one man can conirol forty
boys in a secondary school. It is not possible
in primary school work, end I am quite
satisfied it is not possible in secondary school
work. It does not give a man a chance {o
get to understand the temperament of his
boys. Any man in this House with a {amily
of, say, three, knows from his own experience
how difficult it is in his own case, with 2
limited number of children: so we can under-
stand how much more difficult it is where
there are as many as forty children in a
class in a building which is inadequate, and
we can appreciate the necessity for extra
expenditure on accommodation. We have
been considering the advisableness of taking
over the old gymnasium and reflooring it,
but the trusteecs cannot do anything for want
of funds. I would suggest to the Secrctary
for Public Instruction that something should
be arranged betiween his department and that
of the Secretary for Public Works, and that
one of them should take the responsibility.
They will have to take over sooner or later,
not only our but other schools. They are
good buildings, and I think the day has
arrived when the Government should take

them over or find the funds for the irustees
to effect the necessary repairs, It is °° penny

. R L Fva
wise and pound foolish 7 to let them ¢ rip.”’

Regarding the propesed introduction of
the intermediate education system, take the
case of enginecring as a case in point. To
obtain an engincering certificate a boy must

tnke one of two languages, X¥rench or
Latin. I cannot understand why an
engineer should know either French or
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TLatin. T can quite understand that,
with a knowledge of, say, Latin, it wiil
give a man a better grasp of the derivation
of English: but the average man in this
House or in tho street can learn enough
English in his time to serve him for all time
and for all vocations without languages being
included in the engineering examination. He
kas enough in his mind without loading it
with foreign languages, and for that reason
I cons ldcr the department should start with
the university instead of starting at_the
bottom. I believe that the universities—I do
not say this to be unfair—are so ingrained
with oid ideas and stodgy suggestions—rules
within the walls of the building and customs
of the game—that they will not move to
eliminate unnecessary subjects unless some-
thing definite is done. 1 hope the thing
will “he got over without much trouble, and,
if that can he done, there is a 1ea<011ab1v
good chance of improving the scheme. I
have mnever been able to understand why
there should be such a disparity between the
standard of evamination for a high school
and for a grammar school. Those who follow
the question wvery closely know that there
arc three ~ub]gcts for the examination for
admission to the high school, and five
subjects in the case of the grammar school,
and, in addition, the subjects are more diffi-
cult. It is more difficult to pass the scholar-
ship examination than it is to pass a high
school cxamination; yet we find sometimes
in the same cny both a high school
and a grammayr school, which 1is not
a good scheme, and not serving the
purpose that the schools were intended
to serve. I am not saying that, if you
make the stzndard of the examination for
the twe uniform by bringing the standard

for the high school up to the scholarship
examination, there will not be disabilitics
in the (’ounnv I can imagine that there
will be. The country school teacher, perhaps.
has twentv to thirty children with no assist-
ance, and no chance of forming a special
scholarship class, whereas the big schools in
the town can maintain one master to attend
to the scholarship classes. That may have
been in the main responsible for the differ-
ence in the two standards; but, after all.
there is coming the day when the standard
will have to be revised either by a levelling
up or by a levon" down. I um not going
to say whether it should be a levelling up
ov a levelling down, but my own Dpersonal
opinion is—I give it for what it is worth
—that the standard for a scholarship is low
enough. and I believe that, if there could
be in the country a system Whorebv children
could be trained for scholarship purposes,
then the matter would be all right. If we
could get them all on the one level with that
intermediate svatem—T take it the object of
the intermediate system 1s a matter of secon-
dary education coupled with technical educa-
tion-—and forge ahead from that through
the next gap, co-ordinating the high school
and the grammar school, and eliminating
unnecessary subjects, the scheme will be all
vight. It seems absurd that in Bundabore,

Maryvborough, Toowocomba, and Rocl\]amp-
ton there ~h011d be a grammar school with
a teacher in commercial subjects, and over
the road a technical college 'with a tecacher
in commercial subjects. We have a teacher
of science in the grammar school. and a
teacher of science in the technical college
over the road—all. to my mind, overlapping
If we could take the secondary students into
one class and draft them through the inter-
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mediate course on to, perhaps, the univer-
sity, then we would have something worth
while.

Then there is next step, assuming that our
goal is to preparc those boys leaving school
and going on to the unskilled labour m'nl\ef
I think it ig a tragedy that so many of our
Australian boys are not being trained. We
want to pick these youngsters up, and, if it
is at all possible, make tradesmen of them.
I presume that is what the scheme is for.
That is what we desire to attain. We meet
with difficulties, but we are proceeding in the
right direction. If th- boy passes the scholar-
ship examination, he enters on his inter-
mediate course and heads for the university.
The intention is to give that boy two years
to study for the jumior university examina-
tion. Tt scems to me that it cannot be the
same standard of examination as prevails
now for which, these youngsters have a course
of study extending over two and a-half years
If it is, then 1hev are_now spending half a
vear dnmg nothing, which I know is not a
fact. I know it takes an ordinary student
quite two and a-half ycars to prepare to get.
throungh the junior university examination.
There are quite a lot of authorities on educa.
tion who ate strongly opposed to the redue-
tion of the period from three to two and
a-half vears. Personally, I am not opposed
to that reduction. I bolieve that two and
a-half years is quite sufficient to enable a
voungster to study and get through the
junior O\aminatioxL I do not think, though,
that a two years’ course can give the samec
results. Tt is obvious to me that, if the
intermediate course 1s reduced from two and
a-half w0 two years, the number of subjects
is also being cut down. If it means elimina-
tion from the study of a boy heading for a
mechanical calling of such stupid subjects
as Latin and French, ihen it is all to the
good. I can guite understand Latin being
a compulsory subject for a person studying
for medicine. The doctor merely learns
Latin in order 1o d(cei\e the patient by
prescribing *‘ aqua pura’’ instead of ¢ pure
water.” [ certainly think that a system of
intermediate education as propounded in the
Governor’s Speech, is worthy of considera-
tion and if it is at all po<51b1e we should
all &trx\'e to offer some suggestion to build
up a scheme of which all should be proud.

Another matter T would like to refer to is
the proposed amendment of the Fair Rents
Court Act. Tt has appeared to me from
time to time that there is a weakness in
the Act. It is quite possible under the Act
to-day to protest against the amount of rent
heing charged for a home. It is equally
possible for the owner of the home to vie-
timise the tenant by adopting means, with
the aid of a chain of friends, making it diffi-
cult for that man to get into any other house.
\While that ig possible we should overcome
it either by allowing the union in which the
person is Intevested to fight the case instead
of the individual, or by m\tltuhno a system
of policing under Government authorltv just
2s is done in cohnection with awards of the
Board of Trade and Arbitration. The
narticular point I want to make is that
there is no protection to people starting out
i businesser, in which they have invested
Py penny thev possess 1n the world. The
Fair Rents Court should be accessible to
peonle in business as well as to people living
in dwellings. I make the suggestion in the
hope that the matter will be brought up at.

Mr., Weir.]
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some future date, as it is quite possible for
these people 1o be right in the hands of
people who have no consideration for what
15 a fair thing.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): 1 have
listened with a very considerable amount of
interest to the speeches of the hon. members
for Sandgate, Wynnum, and Maryborough,
.and I ask: Have they actually put their
finger on the spot that is troubling Queens-
land to-day? It is all very well to say,
* You are another,” but there is no forec
in that argument. Has anything been sug-
«gested by the present Administration or those
who have already spoken whereby we are
guing to solve the difficulty which exists
to-day? It will be admitted on «ll sides
that the great difficulty is unemployment.
We know that unemployment exists practi-
caliv everywhere in  the world to-day.
Whether or not it is the result of the Great
War, which has caused such an upheaval in
our mdustrial conditions, is not the question.
Simpls to say that unemployment exists in
other countries, and to use that as an argu-
ment so far as the position is Queensland
ity concerned, is not the best way to solve
the problem. Does the Opening Speech of
His lixcellerey the Governor, which, after
all, enunciates the policy of the present
Adminisreation, contain anything which offers
a_solution to the preblem of unemployment?
No; and not onc speaker on the (Govern-
ment side has surgested a solution,

Mr. O'Kerrr: What do you suggest ?

tox. J. G. APPEL: We know what
political economists have said on the effects
of over-taxation. Onc has only to read the
works of John Stuart Mill to become
acquainred with the disastrous effects of over-
taxation. There is no getting away from it
that the over-taxation from which we arc
suffering has a reactionary cffect upon the
workers.

I was rather amused at the remark which
fell from the lips of the hon. member for
Herbert, who stated that under a previous
Administration the amount of taxation ner
bead or per minrute was so much. “But the
hon. gentleman did not tell us that the loan
indebteduess of the State has doubled since
the present Government took office; nor did
he tell us what the amount of taxation is
to-day. ¥e made a point that taxation has
an effect upon our economic position. Un-
questionably it has. Let me remind the hon.
gentleman that at the time he speaks about
the amount spert in relief was very small
-compared with the expenditure to-day. Tor
example, during the last year that I was
associated with the Home Department the
relief expenditure amounted to approxi-
mately £5,000; and hon. members who desire
to make a comparison nced only look at the
figures for the last financial vear. That is
the answer to the contention of the hon.
member for Herbert that his party has done
so much more for the workers of the State
than the previous Administration.

Mr. (VKrrre: The present Administration
look after the children.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Does the hon. gentle-
man for one moment contend that the pre-
vious Administration did not look after the
childven? Tt was a Government from this
side of the House which instituted all these
means of relief for the children and for the
benefit of the mothers of the children.

Mr. O'Keere: They gave the foster-mother
more than the natural mother.

[Hr. Weir,
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Hox., J. G. APPEL: Yes, and to-day, I
any sorry to say, under the present Admainis-
tration, a woman who Is practically destitute
and who has only one child can get no relief.
It is just as well to realise these things; and
also that only a certain number of children
recelve relief under the present Administra-
tion. Of course, we are promised in His
Txcelleney's  Speech—which is really the
policy of the Government—an amendment
in that direction. Prior to last clection we
were told that we were to have maternity
allowances, but this reform has never
eventuated, although it was promised nearly
three years ago. One of the organisers of
the pariy in power, travelling with me on
one oceasion, said, ““That was an excellent
stunt of ours. It won’t be carried out, but
before next election we will introduce that
stunt again, and I have no doubt that it will
be cqually effective.””  Apparently that stunt
is going to be introduced again. Whether it
wiil be effective or not I do mot know, but
T have no doubi that it wa: cffective at the
last elections. I remember one organiser for
the Labour candidate in mv electorate went
to ouze individual who has a number of
children snd pointed out that under the pro-
posed scheme thst individual would receive
£3 a week, and, he said, “ Y got a vote from
that part; The individual said, © Why,
I need never work again, and I can keep a
motor car,” (Laughter.)

The RETARY FOR P’UBLic WoORKS: On £3
a week?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: He lived in the
country. This organiser said that that stunt

was very effective.

Why have not the Government, in the first
instance, suggested a reduction in the number
of members of this House?

Mr. Hyxes: That would do away with the
Opposition altogether.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is probably
what the hon. member would like—wipe out
the Opposition side and increase their own
numbers, as they did at the last redistribu-
tion of seats. 1 want to arrive at a solution
of this unemployment difficulty, and why not,
in the first instance, reduce the number of
members of this House from seventy-two to
fifty? As the Lecader of the Opposition
pointed out, there arc electorates in which
the number of electors is only one-third of
the number in other clectorates.

The next point is this—and I speak as a
country member: What is causing the influx
of young fellows from the country into the
town? The hon. member for Maryborough
spoke about giving facilities for improved
education. Has the hon. member ever con-
sidered how those young fellows and girls
are going to find employment? I know of
one selector whose son gained a B.A. degree,
and after he had the degree he could not
get worl. That will not solve the difficulty.
The only thing that will solve the problem
of unemployment is by inducing people to
settle upon the land. "The statistics show
that millions of acres of land in Queensland
are being vacated, and that settlement on
the land is not increasing. We have had
this unemployment problem before, and it
was solved by putting people upon the land.
What inducement is the present Administra-
tion giving to people to go on the land?
You cannot get a frechold tenure in land.
You cannot get a homestead area.

Mr. O’Keere: What do vou want a free-
hold for?



Address in Reply.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The inducement to
people to go on the land was previously the
freehold interest in the land—a homestead
area of 160 acres at 2s. 6d. per acre, with
five years’ residence and improvements,
twenty years to pay, and after five years the
homesteader could pay off the whole of the
amount, The result was that people went
upon the land. They could not get what
we term the basic wage, but they were quite
willing to go upon the land under those
conditions, because they realised they were
building up capital. The question of unem-
ployment was thus solved. People went on
the land then, but to-day they are quitting
the land.

We have various agricultural industrics,
and I wish to draw attention to the arrow-
root industry. I suppose the electorate I
represent produces the largest amount of
arrowroot m Queensland. I am not biaming
the Director of Agriculture in this matter ;
but the growers are being told to restrict

their operations because there is not a
sufficient market to be found for the manu-
factured article. What is the result of

restricting the area to be cultivated? It
simply means the rvestriction of the amount
of Jabour which would otherwise be
employed. These are matters which deserve
the consideration of the House, and which

materially affect the question of solving
unemployment. A large number ,of young

men are emploved in our rural industries.
It is not a question of wages,
[4 pm.] but, owing to taxation, a large
number of nien engaged in our
agricultural industries have been compelled
to dispense with their employees, who have
drifted to the cities. All these are matters
which require consideration, and in other
States than Queensland.
Mr. Hyxgs:
ments,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is only recently
that there has been a change of Government
in New South Wales and a change in South
Austraiia, There is a Labour Government
in Victoria, and one in Western Australia.
The interjection of the hon. member reminds
rae that, if he had been reading the statistics
of Western Australia, he would realise that
the policy of the Labour Government there
is very different from that of the Labour
Government in Queensland, that Western
Australia has become our great competitor,
and that a large flow of settlement is taking
place to Western Australia which heretofore
was c}irecyed to Queensland. And why?
Taxation is not so great in Western Aus-
tralia, and the facilities which are given to
the settlers there are superior to those which
are offered in Queensland.

An OvrosiTiox MEWBER: And they can gei
a freebold in Western Australia.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Certainly they can
get a freehold there. I could never under-
stand why, with our millions and millions
of acres of land, we should refuse to give a
freehold to those who desive it. We gave
the option of frechold or a perpetual lease;
but how many people took advantage of the
lattor system? The percentage was so small
as to be negligible. Yet for some reason—or
for no rveason—the present Administration
laid it down as a matter of policy that,
with millions of acres of land which should
be settled. they would refuse to give anybody
a Freehold.

And under Tory Govern-
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Mr. O’Kerre: They leased it to Chinamen
on the Atherton Tableland.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon, member
may know more about Chinamen than I do.
T have had no business dealings with them.
I am speaking of Huropeans and my own
fellow natives, who want to get freehold.
Only this morning a young fellow whose
father is a dairyman in my electorate came
to me for a recommendation in an endeavour
to get a positfon in town. I said, “ Why
are you leaving your farm? You have been
brought up in the dairying industry. You
know all about it.”” He said, “ Well, I am
not going to take a perpetual leasehold. If
I cannot get freehold, if 1 cannot get a
homestead, T will see what I can do in the
city.””  Awd that is only one of a number
of instances. You. Mr. Speaker, know as
well as 1 do that these are facts, and that is
one of the problems we have to deal with,

Mr. O'Krevi: Tt 1s only one.

ifox. J. (. ATPEL: We can only judge
liv the recovds of the department, which
show how many have gone out of rural
occupations.  How are we to solve this
problem of unemployment?

My, Hyxes: Hovw 7

Hox. J. (4. APPEL : By settling people on
the land and making conditions so attrac-
{ive «s to offer an inducement to those who
desire to follow wuch occupations. I have
stated on differerd® occasions, and hen. mem-
Liers epposite are aware of the truth of my
statement, that scttlement upon the land
means hard work.

Mr., Hyxes: The lion. member for Oxley
said that he would solve the problem by
bringing 500,000 men from overseas. Do
vou subscribe to that policy also?

Mr. Maxwgen: That is wrong; and you
know it,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 wish to see my
fellow natives settled upon the land.

Mr. Hyxes: Do vou repudiate the hon.
ruember for Oxley also?

Hox. J. G. APPLEL: What have I {0 do
with the hon. member for Oxley? Am I
responsible for what is uttered by the hon.
member for Townsville? T am simply endea-
vouring to offer some solution of the problem
of unemployment, which is admitted to be
the great problem that we have to face
to-day. 'The mere panacea of the Govern-
ment finding some work by reducing rail-
way gradients here or doing work thery is
not going to solve the problem.

Mr. Bruce: The hon. member
Wynnuin suggested that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL:
suggest that.

Mr. Hy~es: Could the problem be solved
by bringing 500,000 people from overseas, as
suggested by the hon. member for Oxley?

Hox. J. . APPEL: If they were going
on the iand, it would. I do not believe in
bringing unskilled workers to this country.
We have to settle this country, but our policy
should not be one of importing unskilled
workers.  We should endeavour to induce
people to go upon the land; but before that
can be achieved thev must be granted free-
hold tenure and attractive conditions.
Simply  dumping 500,000 people into the

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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towns would tend only to make the position
WOorse,

Mr. Brruce: That is the suggestion from
your side.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: No doubt the hon.

member has made suggestions, which sug-
gestions did not meet with acceptance by lus
leader or by the Cabinet. I have my own
views; the hon. member for Oxley has his;
the hon. member for Townsville has bhis;
and the hon. member for Kennedy has his.
Does the hon. member for Kennedy contend
that our population of 900,000 is a sufficient
population? If he does, then all I can say
1+ that I am sorry for him. When you hear
the opinions of men who have travelled
Quecensland  extolling its possibilities and
lauding its potentialities, and you hear hon.
members in this House contending that we
have a sufficient population. then all I can

say is: God help Queensland !

Mr. BRUCE: We have too many
unemployed.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I sm trying to find
a solution for that difficulty. The hon.

member interjected that the influx into the
cities was greater in the other States than
it is in Queensland, but I do not accept that
statement. I want to preveni that influx,
and the only method by which that can be
done is by the method which was adopted
many years ago when similar conditions
existed—that is, give the people a chance
to acquire a homestead area at a minimum
rate, and make the conditions to settle on the
land attractive. To-day the conditions can
be made very much more attractive than they
were in the past, when these pioneers went
into our scrubs and made the State what it
is to-day. ‘T'o-day the conditions for the
greater success of such a scheme are far
better. It is the duty of the Government to
make provision for the sctilement of the
land, but I can sce no provision made in the
Governor’s Speech—which is the policy of the
Administration—for finding and creating
markets for our products. I have already
pointed out that the growers of arrowroot
have been informed that they must not plant
the same quantity as they have been accus-
tomed to plant. That is actually a lmtrletlon
of the cultivation of the land. Then legis-
lation introduced by the present Adminis-
tration restricts a selector to grow only such
produce as is permitted by the department.
That is a most extraordinary provision,
because we all know that there are men
who are experts in one kind of agriculture,
some in other kinds, and again others in someé
other form of agriculture; and to tell these
people that they must only take up that land
on their agreeing to grow certain produce
only is merely driving scttlement to our
great competltol~VVc<tc1n Australia.

Mr. Hy~es: Isn’t it far easier for a person
to obtain land under our leaschold system
than under the freehold system?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: 1 thought my sug-
ges stion was not controversial. T was suggest-
ing a solution, one being that opportunity
be given to Deoplo; to settle on the land.

Mr. Hyxes: They can settle on the land
under the lecasehold system. .

Howx J. G. APPEL: They will not go on
the land under the present conditions.

Mr. Hyxngs: Why not?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They cannot get the
land at 2s. 6d. an acre, as they could under

[Hon. J. ¢. Appel. -
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Ts it not better to have
the land settled, even 1f you permit it to
be taken up free, than have it lying idle?
Land qottlemrznt will withdraw a large number
of people from the ranks of unemployed, and
relieve the congestion existing in our cities.
That is the pomt I am driving at; but my
suggestion apparently does not mest with the
approval of some hon. members opposite,
although it proved a solution on a former
occasion when a large amount of unemploy-
ment existed. I have no hesitation in saying
that, if this policy were pursued under the
present conditions, a large amount of settle-
ment would take place to the benefit of the
State and the relief of a large number of men
who to-day are unemployed

Mr. Coxrov: Do you think that those
men would make good settlers ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They did before, and
I have no doubt they would do so again.
There is a certain number of men who are
unemployable, but the majority of men desire

the old conditions.

to be employed.
Mr. Conroy: Not as settlers.
ITox. J. G. APPEL: That is the hon.

gentleman’s view; but I do not know what
Lis electorate would be were it net for the
settlers on the land. The hon. gentleman
has an object lesson in his own electorate.
As 1 say, it seems a very hard thing when
men can’ be seen going about, unable To
¢btain work.

Mr. Coxrox:
good settlers.

Iiox. J. G. APPEL: We admit that; but
the very fact of settlement would stimulate
employment. It is very disheartening to
sce men walking about unable to get worls,
although willing to work. Who jeer at
them ?

Mr. WINSTANLEY :

They would not all make

The Opposition.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Why, then, did a
deputation from the unemployed walt o
the Leader of the Opposition to gain his
sympathy ? Ts it not a fact that the present
Admmwhatlon have dismissed more men
than any previous Government?

Mr. Haxron: That is untrue.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Government sav
they are © deflating ”’ men, but I do not
suppose 1t matters very much to the poor
unfortunate man whether he is told bis
])OS!tIOIl is brought about by sacking or by
deflating. The fact remalns that he is out;
that he gets very little sympathy from the
CGovernment, and is prompted to wait upon
the Opposition to ask for their assistance.

In common with other hon. members, I
received a communication from a correspon-
dent in connection with mineral leases on
the Mount Cannindah mineral field. The
writer pointed out that the warden recom-
mended that the lesses should be granted,
but they were refused by the Minister. The
leascholders who did not carry out the labour
condirions have had the le restored to
them, and are still not carrying out the
jubour conditions. My correspondent points
out that they—I think there are two or
three of them connected with it-—were pre-
pared fo carry out the labour conditions and
plondo work for the required number of
men in connection with those leases. Yet the
present Administration, who profess to repre-
sent the workers of +his State, have tied up
those leases, and, in con:equcncc men who,
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undsr the regulations of the Mines Depart-
ment, would be employed, are, in effect,
unemployed. "These arc things we have to
discusz, because it is by careful attention to
these natters that unemployment may be
reduced.

To summarise, T suggest a reduction in the
uumber of members of this House from
saventy-two to fifty.

The Government should induce people to
settle on the land by reintroducing home-
stead selection at 2s. 6d. an acre, making the
conditions attractive to people, giving them
every facility and providing every means by
which labour can be employed.

Mr. (’KerFe: What you advocate would
mean uniore uncmployment.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Mineral leases are
tied up berause they happen to be held by a
wealthy class of men. Bona fide men were
prepared to take up these leases, subject to
the approval of the Minister, and were pre-
pared to work these lease: and employ the
quota of men required by the Mines Depart-
ment, and they were refused. And now the
hon. members interjects, ‘ That would create
unemployment.””  Of course, the action of the
Minister is c¢reating unemployment. 1 dave
say the hon. member who interjects is not
sympathetic towards the unemploved. I con-
foss that I am, because it must be the bittervest
thing in life for a. man who desires work if
he cannot obtain it. The hon. member for
Wynnum gave instances whereby, owing fo
the action of militant unions, men were
refused admission into the unions, and were
thereby compelled to join the ranks of the
unemployed. I am a unionist myself.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
union ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am a member of
the union of the legal profession. Of course,
before admittance to that union you have to
pass an cducational qualification. I admit
that, but with the unions to which the hon.
member refers it is a question of the payment
of a fee, and it is a question of whether it
suits the members of that union to allow
anyone to come in and get employment. If
unionism is io be pure, then every man
should have the right to jomr a union. We
all know that in some cases the amount
charged for an admission ticket ranges up to
as much as £10.

Mr. O’KEerE: Where?
Hox. J. G. APPEL: In Queensland.
Myr. TERRICES: In the lawyers’ union.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is more than thut
in my union., 1In connection with these other
unlons it is not a question as to how efficient
a man may be. In the union to which I
belong, if you show your efficiency, you arc
admitted. The trade unions to which T hav
referred practically tak» away a man’s rigl
to work. The yright to work should be
inherent in every man, vot it doss not exist
in Queensland to-day. That is another cause
of unemployment in this State of ours.

What

Q

In addressing myself to this subject I kave
not indulged 1 any personalities. It is a
matter which should be above personalitics.
Every member of this House should be con-
cerned in finding work for the unemployed—
not somie panacea by which vou find a bit of
work here and a bit of work there, and then
find. when the money is expended. that the
unemployment «lill exists My desire is that
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the House and the Administration shounld
address themselves to the question of solving
the whole problem of unemployment—not for
the moment, but for all time—and the only
way to do that is by settlement of the people
on the land.

One hon. member opposite interjected,
“ Why not perpetual leaschold?”?  What
country posscsses the most patriotic people in
Europe? We know that it is France. And
whs is it so? Tt is owing to the freehold
in land possessed by the small peasant pro-
prictors, who esteem that land as their most
voluable possession.

Mr. Brucr: Which they got after the
Irench Revolution.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: They did, and

apparently we shall need to have a revolu-
tion here before people can get freehold
land; and the quicker we have that revolu-
tion and the sooncr those despots who have
decided that no man in Queensland shall get
a frechold are swept away, so much the
better for the State of Queensland.

The quesrion of Communism has been
brought up Is it not a fact that prior to
the last clection the hon. gentleman who
leads the present Administration said there
was no Communism in Queensland? What
Gid he say the other day? He said that, if
necessary, he would introduce legislation so
that Communists who were doing so much
injury to the community should be controlled.
The Premier has got his party to heel—
there is no doubt about that. I remember
the time when members of the party opposite
said they believed in Lenin—they were
Bolsheviks—but now we never hear a word
about it. The Premier has got them abso-
lutely at beel. They are the most servile
party that ever sat behind a Government.
Thex will swallow anything. I would like
to kno# why this is so. The party opposite
at clection time and other times say, “ Give
us your policy!” I say to them K “ Give us
vour poliey !’ Can any one say that this
rag-tag and bob-tailed list of nothing but
amending measures—I see there is that little
innocent again—the amendment of the Stamp
Duties Act—is a policy?

3

The hon. member for Herbert spoke about

middlemen. Probably the hon. member for
Herbert is more successful financially as a
middleman than the hon. member for

Wynnum. That is the funny
4.30 p.m.] part of it. He also spoke about
infantile mortality. Of course, it
iz ridicutous for any (Government to claim
that they alone are responsible for humani-
tarian measures. All these enactments pro-
viding for the care of our children were
initiated by the previous Administration.
In the same way they initiated our educa-
tion system, But there is no particular merit
to be aseribed to the Administration of
which T was a member for having established
the University of Queensland, and such fine
teshnical aud other schools; and to say that
any party is respounsible for these things is a
fullacy. The same remark appiics to our
beaevolent institutions, although I can say
that they are not now carried on in the
same way as they were under the Adminis-
tration of which I was a member.
A GovervaesT Meusir: They do not feed
themn on green peas.

Hox. J. . APPEL: They do not get
anv peas at all. grcen or otherwise. The
Secretary for Public Instruction—who is my

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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personal  friend—is  sympathetic in the
adininistration of his department, but he
is ounly carrying out the policy which must
be carried out by any party.

The SECRETARY FOoR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
And you call this Speech a rag-tag and bob-
tail policy.

Hox. J. G, APPEL: This list of amend-
ments? That is the very thing we are all
complaining of. We are not allowed the
opportunity of amending measures in this
Chamber. so every session the Administrations
come along with a list of amending Bills.
Here we have them this year—a T.and Act
Amendment Bill, a Hospitals Act Amend-
ment  Rill, a Nusses' ~ Registration and
Masseurs Act Awendment Bill, and so on.
Is that a poliey ¢ Tt is not. We hear people
ontside asking Opposition speakers.  Givg us
veur policy I I stand here and sav, < Here
iz your policy in black and white.”” T have
heard the Premier speak. I have heard
other members on the other side speak.
Why, the whole thing iy a glorification of
themselves and what their party have done.

her have actually got a surplus of £10,000
codd ! Faner that ! Ten thousand pounds !
derful!l Then the Premier goes back to
uning of government in this State.
ars that our deficits—and he includes
deficits of every party, whether the
Squatrer Party or Liberal Partv—and with-
out allowing auything for the fact that
Queensland  was pot then in the financial
position it is in to-day—he says thut our
deficits were greater than the deficits of his
Governmeoent.

The present Government have doubled
taxation:; they have increased the loan
indebtedness of the State hy 100 per cent.:
the railways. whether rightly or wrongly,
have become a burden instead of an asset.
and will become a greater burden unless
their administration is left entirely to the
Commissioner. am not saying that the
Commissioner should have control of the
policy in connection with the railways, but,
unless the railways are left entirely fo his
control, they will become a still greater and
greater burden. The railways have to com-
pete with motor transport competition, which
nmust involve the railways in a tremendous
loss of revenue. $till, there must be correla.
tion between the Main Roads Commission
and the Railway Department. We witnass
motor cars running along the main highways
adjacent to railway lines in open competition
with the railways, The railways are the pro-
perty of the people; the people have to pay
for them; and some mention of this pro-
blem might well have been included in the
policy speech of the Administration. What
do the Administration propose to do in
connection with the serious competition to
which they are subject in motor transport ?

. Mr, O'Krere: What ave the farmers doing
in Victoria ¥ b

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 know
Labour Premier in Victoria proposes to
control motor trafic. The farmors live awav
from the railways, and have to use motor
trucks to bring their produce to the lines.
I am_referring to the traffe, for irstance,
from Brisbane to Grafton and the New Eng-
land district. I cannot understand why our
awn people are refused a license for motor
‘bus passenger service to Tambourine Moun-
fain when the Lismore-New England ’'Bus
Company—practically a foreign company in
open  competition  with wus—can  secure a

(Hoiw. J. G. Appel,
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license. These are all matters that we must
dizcuss and reserve for consideration of hon,
members, because, more or less, they have
some effect on the question of unemployment.

There are a lot of other matters I should
like to discuss, but where are they? It is
very hard to discuss the policy of an Adminis-
tration when the whole policy is entirely
one of amending legislation. There =hould
be placed before this Chamber a programme
of value and of progress—one tending to
relieve unewiployment and settle our land;
but all that is contained in this policy speech
is a programme of amendments of small Acts
of Parliament. Now I say to hon. members
opposite, ““ Give us your policy ! They can-
not go outside this Speech. That is their
policy: and I wish the electors of the State
to know what exactly is the policy of this
Administration. More or less they ave
grinding all that they can out of the electors.
They are grinding taxation from the man on
the land, putting all the burden they can
upon the man on the land. and at the
sanie time doing nothing to assist or encour-
age him. They are thus by their actions
creating an army of unemployed in (Jueens-
land.

Mr. HANLON (Ithecea): T was vory pleased
to hear tbe hon. member for Alberi advo-
cating a reduction of members of Parlia-
ment in Queensland.  This Labour Party
reduced the number of pariiainentarians in
Queensland some few years back, and had to
do so in the face of bitter hostility from the
hon. member and those hon. members asso-
ciated with him. The Labour Party also
had the pleasing distinetion of reducing the
strength of the hon. member’s party in this
House from forty-eight members to twenty-
nine, and one would think, after that very
drastic reduction, that he would be satisfied
with regard to a reduction of representatives.
However, 1 am pleased to sec that, after
vears of bitter hostility to the action of the
Government in so reducing the number of
legislators in Queensland, the hon. member
is at last converted.

The hon. member for Albert also made the
statement that the Government were *sack-
ing’’ enormous numbers of mei.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Hear, hear!

Mr. HANLON: The hon. member could
not have becen paying attention when the
Premier was speaking on Thursday evening
last. The Premier then gave the number of
employees employed by the Government dur-
ing the past financial year as compared with
the previous financial vear; and those figures
disclose that something over 100 more men are
now employed than were employed in the pre-
vious financial year. Had the hon. member
been paying attention to what the Premier
was saying, he would not have made the
rather absurd statement I have just referred
to.

It came somewhat as a surprise to me to
hear the Leader of the Opposition base his
amendment, which has for its purpose the
censuring of thr Government, upon the unem-
ployment existing in Queensland to-day.
During the previous two sessions of this
Parliament the Leader of the Opposition
made a fierce attack on the administration
of the Government because it had shown a
deficit on the previous vear's transactions.
Much to the disgust of the I.cader of the
Opposition and his associates, the Treasurer
was able at the end of the last financial
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year to show a surpluz. We can consequently
understand  the rather peevish mood with
which hon. members oppocite approach this
motion. I would refer the Leader of the
Opposition and hon. members opposite to the
leading arvicle appearing in -the ‘‘ Courier”
on 3rd July last, This article, which dealt
with the linancial position as disclosed at the
end of the financial year, stated—

“The end of the financial year finds
most of the Covernments of Australia in
the financial rapids, endeavouring to
live upon losscs. The detailed figures are
not vet available, but, in round numbers,
the Commonwealth has a deficit of
£3,000,000; New South Wales has a
deficit of more than £1,000,000; Vicioria
js unable to balance its books by a con-
siderable amount; and South Australia
is in such a bad way that its Treasurer
is proposing “to ask the Commonwealth
for a special grant to enable that State
to pay its way. The position 1s
thoroughly disquieting, and shows that
the different Governments, despite all
the warnings they have had from financial
authorities, have been blind to the signs
of the times and deaf to the logic of
events.”

It is a lengthy article, but concludes in theso
words—
¢ Although the expenditure is still too
Iigh and the taxation crushingly exces-
sive, Mr. McCormack has done what
every good Treasurer is expected to do—
he has balanced his books.”
When the leading morning journal ot
Queensland pays a compliment to the Labour
Jreasurer for having done what it considers
every good Treasurer should do, one is rather
surprised to find that the presence of a sur-
plus in the last financial year has caused
such disgust and disquietude on the part of
members of the Opposition.

Listening carefully to the speech delivered
by the Leader of the Opposition, so far as
I could gather, the only reason which he
could definitely put forward as to why there
were so many men unemployed in Queens-
land at the present time is his statemnent that
it ig the result of the taxation policy of this
Government. If that is the case, it 1s rather
difficult to understand how the people of
other States are bearing their burden of
taxation, when we find in recently issned
statistics from the Commonwealth Statis-
tician that Qucensland has by far the lowest
number of unemployed on a population basis
of any State in the Commonwealth. The
official report gives the number of unem-
ployved in Queensland at 7.1 per cent., the
next lowest to Quecensland being Western
Australia with 9.5 per cent., and the average
for Australia as a whole being 11.2 per cent.
In looking into these figures we should be
able to sec quite easily that they are more
favourable to Queensland than would appear
on the surface because the figures are based
uron the number of unionists unemployed.
With the cxtensive preference to unionists
which is granted in Queensland, it is pro-
bable that a greater proportion cof the
workers of Queensland are unionists than is
the case in any other State: consequently
it is ¢asier to trace the number of the
unemployed.  Furthermore. the introduction
of unemployment insurance relief in Queens-
land enables a more accurate return to be
ohtained of the unemployed in this State
than in other State of the Commonwealth;
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and, as I say, the Quecensland position is even
more favourable than the figures disclose.

I do not belicve that taxation is the sole
cause of unemployment in Queensland; I
doubt if even the Leader of the Opposition
Lelieves that it is any great factor. Still, I
am satisfied we have to look a little further
for the cause of unemployment than in the
taxation policy of this Government. Reading
the duily press one becomes aware that
unemployment is a problem in almost every
country in the world—in America, Great
Britain, France, New Zculand, and in other
States of Austrulia. Only yesterdar a New
Zealand  visitor in an interview admitted
that New Zealand had a serious unemploy-
ment problem.  Unemployment, unfortu-
nately, exists in all these countries. Accord-
ing to the Leader of the Opposition, in none
of these countries does taxation exist to such
an extent as it does in Quecnsland. That,
of course, is merely his opinion; but, on his
own argument, it is clcar that taxation can
have nothing to do with uncmployment,
because in Quecnsland, which he c¢laims to
be the most heavily taxed State in existence,
unemployment is not sc severe as in other
countries. If there is an unemployment
problem here, it means that people engaged
in some one or other of the industries of
Queensland are out of work and, if people
cngaged in those industries arc out of work,
then it follows that for the time being those
industries are not prosperous. Now, a great
portion of the industries of Queensland con-
sists of agricultural and pastoral under-
takings: and we know perfectly well that
during the last two years the agricultural
and pastoral industries of Queenslund have
had a very lean time indeed through
drought. The result has been that large
numbers of people ordinarily engaged in
pastoral pursuits have been thrown upon the
unemployed market, and, of course, have
come into the city seeking work.

Large numbaors of men also are unemployed
“ho should be employed in the manufacture
of goods. Despite any argument put forward
by hen. members opposite, the State Govern-
ment can have very little influence upon
manufactures in Queensland. The condition
of the manufacturing industries, not only
in Quecnsland but throughout Australia, is
such as to cause a good deal of concern to
anyone who wishes to sce Australia a self-
contained nation.

The troubles in the manufacturing indus-
fries are not confined to Queensland, but
exist throughout the Commonwealth, The
main cause of stagnation in manufacture in
Australia is the policy of the Federal Go-
vernment,  The lack of adequate protection
hy the Foderal Government is the main
factor in the stagnation of manufactures
in the Commonwsalth, The actions of this
Government have very little effect on manu-
factures in Quecensland. The only wav thev
can have any effect is hy the very generous
meed of preference which they give to Queens.-
fand industrics. In many cases ihe Queens-
land Government pay vastly higher amounts
than are necessary in order to give preference
to local indust That is the only way in
which the actions of this Government ean
have any effect on the manufactures of the
Commonwealth., T think an hon. member
interjected some time ago that we need a
more highly protective tariff in Australia.
High tariffs do not make for protection. It
Iz quite possible to have an cxcessively
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burdensome tariff without giving any pro-
tection to industry, and that has been one
of the causes of industrial stagnation in Aus-
tralia. A high tariff is one method of
nursing an industry.  That has been the
policy of the Federal Government as long
as the present Adininistration have been in
power. Upon a case being made for in-
crirascd protection to an industry an increased
duty 1s recommended by the Tariff Board,
and subscquently comes into operation; but
that increased duty affords no protection to
the industry, becaguse immediately  the
Federal Governmient inerease the duty upon
any article manufactured here the manu-
fzcturers and dealers immediately raise the
price correspondingly, and the protection
automatically disappears.

Mr. I1. M. Russern: Competition brings
the price down again.

Mr. HANLON: {ompetition does not
bring the price down once the manufacturers
put 1t up. The press, not only in Queensland
but in the other Staics, has been continually
commenting on this aspect of the case. An
application Is made for an increased duty,
and immediately that inerease is granted
the price of the article is increased, and the
protection thereby disappears; and then a
complaint arises because the workers engaged
in that industry seek to procure a small pro-
portion of the increased profits going to the
industry. That has been the endless cycle,
and the Brisbane ** Telegraph ” on 9th July,
referring to the lariff) said this—

¢ Tariffs to shut out oversea competi-
tion are of little value to him because
every fresh protection is taken advantage
of to squeeze out of industry further con-
cessions In the way of pay and better
conditions, The arbitration courts have
listened to their pleas all too sympathetic-
ally for the workers’ own ultimate good,
aund their last state is worse than their
first.”
The reason the employees approach the
court for an increase in wages or an im-
provement in conditions is because they
know that, immediately the #ariff is
increased upon an article manufactured
here. the price of that article automatically
increases, and they know that the industry
is in a position to pay them more. The
consumers—the people of Australia—are not
such uneducated dunces nowadays as to
allow an industry to be subsidised and the
employer to get away with the whole of it.
They are not dense. They see through these
tricks, and immediately put in their claim
for a share in the profits in the industry.
There was a time when the workers were
so unawakened to their own condition that
this sort of thing could be put across them,
but nowadays every man and woman in
the Commonwealth knows that, if £1 is
paid in customs duties, it is £1 taken out
of the pockets of the pcople, and there must
be a reason for paying that £1. If it is
going to assist an industry which will give
employment to Australian citizens, they do
not begrudge the £1, but if the £1 is
being given to increase the profits of certain
manufacturers, the people object to it and
put in a claim for a share of the amount.
1f the manufacturers of the Commonwealth
are going to get any protection from the
tariff, it must be so regulated as to encour-
age the industry—not to cncourage the
pockets of the proprietors. That is the
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difference in the point of view of hop. mem-
hers opposite, who say we have a protective
tariff, and hon. members on this side, who
say that the Commonwealth tariff is not
protecting industry.

Mr. . M. Russgrn: That 1s not what Mr.
Scullin said, anyhow.

Mr., HANLON: We f(ind that ability to
tell the Government how to run their busi-
nesses is not confined entirely to members of
the Opposition. Outside this House fhere is
a great number of people who can tell the
Government how to run their business—what
the Government should do and should not
do. People who have made a failure in
the running of their own businesses generally
give advice to the Government as to how to
run their business. One of those persons
who freely gives advice to the Government
of Quecnsland is the Mayor of Brisbane.
With all due respect to the mayor, I do
not believe there has been any officer
administering any public service in Aus-
tralia who has made such an awful mess of
his own job as the present mayor has.

Mr. Fry: What job do you mean?

Mr. HANLON : Administering the affairs
of the City of Brisbane, He has made such
a thundering mess of his own job that he
is anxious to get out at any price and leave
the cleaning up to somebody elsc.

Mr. FrRy: The Labour councils left him a
difficult position, which they themselves
could not handle.

Mr. HANLON: The mayor bought him-
self into a difficult position. He went before
the people of Brishane, and told them that
he was going to give them all sorts of
good things in his administrative capacity,
and he was not going to tax them to pay
for it. The position to-day is that the
money has to be paid. He has to break his
word to the people of Brisbane and put
their rates up to 1s., after saying that he
would not increase them, or else admit that
he is a ““holy frost.” He is retiring at the
earliest possible moment, leaving the job
to some other unfortunate person who did
1ot make the promises to come in and clean
up the mess.

Mr. Maxweit: That is not true.

{5 pom.}

Myr. HANLON: The position of the mayor
reminds me of a story of a North of Ireland
chap who used to tell me about a con-
fectionery business which he had. He wanted
somebody to boil the sugar for the con-
fectionery, and he put a notice in his window
asking for a sugar-boiler. A fat, unkempt
man came in and applied for the position.

The owner asked him his name. and the

man replied, “ I am Smith, the  sugar-
; . Lo o

boiler.””  He said, “ Can you boil sugar?

The man replied, “ What! Have you never
read the newspapers? Don’t you know who
Smith, the sugar-boiler is?” And he so
impressed this chap that he engaged him
to boil the sugar and make the confectionery.
He put him on the job, and the man filled
up the pot with sugar and the other ingre-
dients, whatever they are, that go to the
making of lollies. While the pot was boiling
he took a few little nips out of the bottle and
got ““ shot,” and the pot boiled over. When
his employer returned and saw the rvesult, he
said, “ Good heavens, old man, what sort of
a mess is this? 7" and the fellow looked at
it and said, “ My God, it's a pudden’—
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{lwughter)—and walked oud.
vosition the Mayor of Brisbane is in to-day.
iie is the sugar-boiler who made a ** pudden,”
and now wants te leave it to someone clse
to clean up.

But the ability to give advice to the
Government is not confined even to the Oppo-
~ition and the Mayor of Brisbane. We find
the manufacturers and other commercial
people everlastingly giving advice to them
as to what they should do. 1 looked very
anxiously in the paper this morning to see
what wonderful ptan for the velief of uncm-
ployment and the improvement of business
and manufactures had been devised at the
conference of the Chambers of Commerce in
Maryborough. I thought, ‘‘Surels this band
.of brilliant, traincd business men—men with
capital locked up in their industries, about
which we hear z0 much from the Opposition—
surely they, when the McCormack Government
have failed to devise some scheme for the
improvement of industry, will be able to lift
us out of the trouble we are in!’’ So I looked
up the report in the paper, and I found that
practically the whole of their business was
to ask the Government to do things for them.
Certainly, one of their criticisms was that we
were wrongly paying sustenance to unem-
ployed worlers, and that we should make
them go out and work. It was a sin, in the

estimation of these people, that they should
get that money without having to work.
Fundamentally there is something in their
argument. The men should be entitled to
their sustenance—not a partial sustenance but
full sustenance—but they should also be
entitled, as a means of getting it, to work.
That is logic, but to suggest that men who
are drawing a bare existence from the fund
—to which they have paild something them-
selves—should be asked to go out and work
for it is ridiculous, and specially ridiculous
coming from people who spend the whole of
their own lives in asking for something from
the Government. Their first request yester-
day was to ask the Government to investigate
the redwater disease in cattle. ¢ Will the
Government take the responsibility?” they
ask. There is no suggestion that private
enterprise or these commercial magnates or
geniuse: should put their brains together to
investigate anything. Yet it is an investiga-
tion for their benefit, although it is to come
from the public purse.

The next resolution was in favour of
giving preference to Queensland goods. That
is quite all right, and I shall have something
to say on that at the end of my speech,
because it is a subject on which I like to
speak. The third request is for increased
exemption from gift duty—getting out of
some responsibility. Number four was that
the Government should introduce legislation
to bring into operation the federal housing
scheme. The housing of the people of Queens-
land is one of the functions of government
which has been locoked after pretty well by
the present State Government, The fifth
request was to build another railway—to look
after the profits of some little group of
individuals. The sixth had to deal with the
improvement of the education system, which
has been continuous since this Government
took office. The seventh was in favour of
the amalgamation of the Federal and State
rolls on the score of economy  What that
had to do with the work of chambers of
commerce I am a little Lit fogged about.
The cighth was a request to assist the timber
industry ; and the ninth and tenth were to set
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the seal of their approval on fixed Faster and
Anzac Day holidays.

That was the sum total of the work done
by the associated Chambers of Commerce
conference at Maryborough. TFull of advice
to the Government, the president in his
presidential address gave all sorts of advice
about coutrolling the railways and carrying
out various functions; but no suggestions to
improve the condition of business or manu-

factures or commerce of Queensland. That
was never put forward.
I wish to deal with the second motion

carried—the desire to give preference to
Queensland manufactured goods, Since the
establishment of the Quecnsland Preference
League 1 have given every assistance in my
power, as I regarded the league as a rather
fine idea, if we could by propaganda awaken
the people of Queensland sufficiently to their
own interests and encourage them as much as
possible to purchase Queensland manufac-
tured goods. I was asked by the Queensliand
Preference League to speak at several meet-
ings, which I did. I was also sent along as
their delegate to the dinner given by the
Chamber of Manufactures. I notice the
Deputy Leader of the Government smiling.
He was present at that dinner also. Sitting
there listening to what took place that even-
ing, one could almost realise what was wrong
with the manufacturers of Queensland. They
spent the whole evening abusing the Govern-
ment  and delivering political speeches.
Almost every specch could be classed as a
speech delivered by a political aspirant.
They required unlimited concessions from the
Government, and were full of advice as to
what the Government should do. There was
rot one sound suggestion as to what the
business people and the manufacturer could
do to improve the condition of their manu-
factures—not one suggestion as to improv-
ing their own particular business. They were
simply bursting with advice to the Govern-
ment as to how they should manage their
business, and begging for all sorts of con-
cessions from the Government., Incidentally
I might state that the guests at the dinner
were regaled with South Australian wine,
and imported matches were strewn all over
the table, whilst a loud boast was made that
the menu was made entirely in Queensland.
The idea of the league is a sound one. It
i3 to encourage as much as possible the pur-
chasing of Queensland goods; but it is not
going to get anywhere so long as the people
are Interested in the Queensland Preference
League only from their own little industry
viewpoint. The manufacturer who joins the
league and subscribes to it must look a little
wider than his own little shop or factory.
His particular little shop or factory is not
Queecnsland industry; and it is no use a
Queensland soap manufacturer wearing a
pair of boots manufactured in the South
getting up and abusing a boot manufacturer
for using Southern soap; and that is really
what the league is coming to. One man
requires all the preference in the world to
be given to his manufactures; but he is not
prepared to cxtend any preference in a
reciprocating spirit, and, while the leagues
is based on that ideca, we cannot get any-
where. I have listened to many speeches
delivered at meetings on behalf of the Queens-
land Preference League, exhorting the people
to buy Queensland manufactured goods, and
pointing out that it is their duty to do so.
We adwit that. The duty that we owe to
the manufacturers is to buy their goods; but
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say that there is a duty on the part
of the manufacturers to the citizens of
Queensland; and that is to give the best
pOanbIe article at the cheapest po~ml>lc price
to the people of Queensland. If we are going
to go out of our way fo subsidise their
industries, we are not doing it with any idea
of making individual manufacturcrs rich.
The people of Queensland are prepared to
pay, provided they get serviece from the
manufacturers; but, when we sec  such
inefficient service rendered by many Queens-
jand manufacturers, we realise what is wrong
with our Queensland Preference League, and
we realise why the league is necessary.

We find that the manufacturers of Queens-
land do not take advantage of the fact that
they are a lot nearer the people they ave
serving here, and that they should be able
to produce an article a shade cheaper. One
of our modern manufacturers complained of
competition from New South Wales. They
have a modern factory, and should be able
easily to undersell the article produced in
New South Wales. Yet we find that the
class of goods they manufacture were last
vear nanufactured in Rockhampton, sent
to Brisbane, and sold 125 per cent. cheaper
than the Brisbane manufactured article.
There is something wrong there. The people
of Brisbane are gquite prepared to tax them-
sclves to support Queensland industries, hut
they realise that there is something wrong
when they see that fact for themselves. They
expect the manufacturers to carry out their
duty to the citizens of Queensland, and I
do not think they will find the public_ of
Queensland lackmg in appreciation if they
render the service necessary.

Before 1 conclude I wish to say a word
about the real undercurrent that is running
thlough the propaganda both in this House
by the Opposition and outside through the
newspapers and public meetings in favour of
a general wage-cut in Queensland The
hon, member for Sandgate visited my elec-
torate last week. I was very pleased to sec
him there, and I give him a cordial invita-
tion to come along again and amuse the
inhabitants at any time he thinks fit. There
was a very large crowd—I understand six or
seven people—at the meeting. I am very
thankfui to the hon. member for coming
along and entertaining them. During the
evening he made a great cry over the pro-
posed co-operative board, which he said
would consist of an employer a representa-
tive of the employces, and also a representa.
iive of the general public, and that the
functions of this board were to give relief
in taxation to industry and to give such
other relief as may be necessary. Possibly
the hon. member for Sandgate had just
heard of this co-operative board business,
We on this side heard of it a good while
ago. . 1t is pretty old propaganda; but it is
(Lbsolutelv apparent to anyone that a real
cumpaign i3 being organised for a wage-cut,
and that this wage-cut is supposed to take
place immediately followmg the next Federal
clections. The Federal Prime Minister and
members of the Opposition outside are careful
to be very guarded in the matter, and do
not commit themselves, because, with their
usual courage, they first want to see what the
possibilities are. There is no doubt that
the plot is there. We have a delegation—
one of the numerous delegations which are
coming to Australia from the old country—
visiting Australia at the special invitation
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of the Prime Minister. That delegation is
coming from England where it is already
announced thew bas been ‘& triumph in
conmmon sense.”  That is a cut_of nearly
£2,006,600 in the wages of the railway men,
and a gentleman intimately associated with
the wagne reduction campaign there is coming
along with the delegation. Without await-
ing for that delegation to arrive in Australia
1 can teil e\'tcflv what its members are going
to say. They. will say that, in order to give
industry in Australia a chance there must
be a reductien in wages. Stanloy Bruce
knows what they are going to say, and I
know, too; but it is much safer for him to
br'ug someone from overseas, over whom the
electors have no control, to say these things.
for him.

Mr., MaxweLL: Where is your Arbitration
Court? -
Mr. ANLON: That wage-cut will come

about, provided the Federal Government get
through the next election. The hon., member
for "Toowong interjected ‘“ Where is your
Arbitration Court? ” That court will have
no power to prevent a cut in wages, if the
I'ederal Government decide that such a cut
shall take place.

*We have already seen where the employers
in the shipping industry have forcibly
brought the waterside workers of Queens-
land under a Federal award, although that
body has worked amicably under an award
of the State court, and has no fault to find
with the Board of Trade and Arbitration
here. As a matter of fact, the waterside
workers are doing their best to stay within
the jurisdiction “of the State court, but,
against their wishes they have been dlagged
under an award of the Federal Arbitration
Court. That is only the first case, and it
remains to be scen how far it is going to
extend. I wish to warn the people of Queens-
lund particulavly that the wage-cut is in
the air, and they should be prepared to
meet it .

Mr. MAXWELL :
it is not true.

Mr. HANLON : No member of the Oppo-
sition has shown any other way in_ whick
he is going to relieve industry or cheapen
production than by cutting wages. On every
occasion hon. members opposite hold forth
about the impossibility of Australian manu-
facturers competing with production from
other countries on account of our high wage
cost. Their constant cry is: ¢ High wages
are the cause of every trouble in this
country.”” (On every occasion they deal with
Australian industries they moan about the
high cost of wages. I would remind hon.
members that in these days of machinery
and scientific handling wages have not such a
big effect on the cost of production as hon.
moembers opposite would have us believe.
Nevertheless, the constant cry is, ¢ High
wages ! High wages!” The Opposition say
that we shall have to get cheaper production
in order to compete with goods from over-
svas.  Jt does not need much reasoning
shility to be able to connect this so-called
hl"h wage cost with the cheapening of pro-
duction which is being advocated.

Mr. MoorE: Did you not cheapen pro-

duction at the Bowen State coalmine by the
introduction of piecework ?

Mr. HANLON: I did not catch the hon.
gentleman’s remark. The people of Queens-
land are going to resist, and I, too, will

That is your slogan, but
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resist  as far as possible, any attempt to
reduce the conditions of the people of this
State to the conditions obtaining in coolie
and hlack labour countries. It may be quite
possible for the manufacturers and importers
to show substantially increased bank balances
if they are granted a reduction of wages in
industry; but, as a Queenslander, I object to
any attempt to reduce the conditions of life
of the people of this State; and to the best
of my ability I will endeavour-te prevent
any reduction in the standard of living
enjoyed by the people of Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): T beg to
move the adjournment of the debate,

Question put and passed.

Resumption of the debate made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.20 p.m.

Quéstions,
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