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Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 31 JULY, 1928. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, J£arce) 
took the d1air at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
UNEMPLQY}IENT IN QUEE;,SLAND. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowong) asked the 
Premier-

" Q,ving to tho g-reat amount of unem~ 
ployment that exists in Queensland to­
day, is it the intention of his Govern­
ment to take the necessary steps to have 
it considerabl:;" reduced by-(a) reducing 
taxation; (b) removing restrictions from 
the investment of r a.pi tal in secondary 
industries; (c) introduction of legislation 
giving individuals the right to world" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
:'airns) replied-

" (a) I refer the hon. membe-r to my 
speech on the Address in Reply. (b) 
Would the hon. member give a definite 
case of restriction and also gh e the 
second~ry industries in which capital is 
to be mvested. (c) Does the hon. mem­
ber suggest that employers be compelled 
to employ men who arc out of work? 
It is quite evident he is not now an 
employer." 
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TAXATION OF BOOK:\IAKERS AXD REVENUE FROM 
TOTALISATORS. 

Mr. ::'viAXWELL (Toowony) o.sked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. 'What was the total number of 
individual bookmakers who pu-rchased 
betting tickets during last financial 
year? 

"2. What was the toLd taxation paid 
~JY bookmakers (including license foes) 
for the year? 

'' 3. What was the maximum amount 
paid by any one bookmaker? 

"4. 'What was the total revenue 
received from totalisators?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. \V. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. 419. 
"2. £34,975 4s. 9cl. 
" 3. £704 1'6s. 3d. 
" 4. £63,421 10s. lld." 

·REVENUE FROM " GOLDEN CASKET," 1927-28. 
M1r. l\IAXWELL (Too?cony) asked the 

Home Secretary-
" ·what was the total revenue received 

from the ' Golden Casket ' during the last 
financial year?, ~, 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jlount Moryan) replied­

" £251,490." 

::\foXEY INYESTED THROl'GH TO'fALISATOR AT 
ALBION PAHK HACECOURSE. 

lllr. MAX:WELL (Too1cony) asked the 
~Treasurer-

" 1. \Vhat amount of money was 
invested through the totalisator at 
Albion Park from 1st July, 1923, to 30th 
.T uno, 1927? 

" 2. How much of the amount was 
received by the Government? 

"3. How much ·of the amount went to 
the proprietors?" 

The 'l'HEASL.:RER (Hon. \Y. McCormack, 
Cairns) replie-d-

" 1. £982,526 10s. 
" 2. £66,681 2s. 10d. 
"3. £85,971 ls. 4d." 

Coux1'RY OF ORIGIN OF MATERL\LR t.xD GooDs 
PURCHASED BY RAILWAY DEP.\RT}lEXT. 

Mr. SIZER (Sanrlyatt) asked the Secretary 
.for Railways-

" 1. What was the value of materials 
and goods of all de,•-criptions purchased 
by the department-(a) n:lanufactured or 
pr?~uced overseas. giYing countries of 
or1gm: (b) other States of Australia? 

"2. ·what •vas the total value of 
materials and goods of all descriptions 
manufactured in Quccnsla.nd and pur· 
chased by the· department "" 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Kepp,.z) replied-

" 1 and 2. The information is in· course 
of preparation." 

EXA2\CIINA'fiON AND E~fPLOY1IEN1' OF APPRENTICES. 
Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) r1sked the Secretarv 

for Labour and Industry- • 
"In connection \Yith alJprenticeship, 

what was the number during J,l',t financial 
year of-( a) applicants; (b) those who sat 

for examination; (c) those who po•oscd 
the examination; and (d) those who 
secured employment?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gleds011, 11M' ich) 
replied-

" (a) The num her of applicants for 
apprenticeship was 1,311. 

" (b) Entrance examinations for 
apprenticeship are not necessary. 

" (c) For a minor to register in the 
electrical trade he must produce evidence 
of having passed the high school en­
trance examination, State scholarship 
examination, or some other recognised 
examination of at least equal standard. 
For the other trades the standard of 
education is as follows:-

For the undermentioned trades, fifth 
class first half-year in State schools:-

Carpentry and joinery, plumbing, 
confectionery, coopcring, dental 
n1echanics, fitting· u,nd turning, motor 
Inechanics, cabinet-making, piano 
and reed organ tuning and repairing, 
pipe organ building and tuning, com­
posing, retC~il butchering, wah hmak­
ing, jewellery, and optometry; 

and for the followir,g trades, fourth 
class third half-year standard in State 
schools:-

Boot, bricklaying, painting, sign· 
writing stonen1asonry, plastenng, 
coach ~nd motor-body building, clay­
working, tailoring, cooks, clecoro­
plating, blacksmithing, . moulding, 
hoilermaking, patternmakmg, copper­
smithing, french polishing and stain­
ing, \vicker~·ork, \YOO~ machini~g, 
vonetian blmd makmg, beddmg 
making, upholstery, glas, bevelling, 
picture frame making, loather, letter­
press machining, lithography, pro­
cess engraving, bookbinding, sheet 
metal. 

" (d) 526. mi,~ors secured employment 
as apprentices. 

FIRST SECTION, SOUTH BRISBAXE-KYOGLE 
RAILW,iY. 

:'.Ir. KRRR (JIJnogyera) asked the s,crc­
tary for Railways-

" 1. 'What was the cost of resumption 
in regard to the first section of the South 
Brisbano-K vogie lino from South Bris-
bane to Kyogle? ' 

" 2. ·what is the distance of the firi>t 
section? 

"3. On what date wa." work cotn­
menced, and when is it estirna tcd to be 
finished? 

" 4. \Vhat is the cost on the latest 
available date, and how much is it esti­
mated will bo required to comploV• the 
job?" 
The SECRETARY FOR R \.ILWAYS 

(Hon. J. Larcornbe, Keppc;) replied-
" 1. The net cost-after allowing for 

sale of houses and rentals received for 
resumed propertic,-was £186,589 5s. 7d. 

" 2. 'The length of the first section­
day labour-is 7 miles 65 chains. 

" 3. 1¥ ark was comnwnced . 19th 
January, 1925. The Railway Council 
expects to complete the section next year, 
but date of completion is largely depen­
dent upon the availability of fundo. The 



40 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Q1ustions. 

Federal Government restricted the funds 
for this work during the la!t<>r half of 
the past financial year. 

'' 4. The expenditure upon "\Vork per~ 
formed to 23rd June, 192~, i £256,000. 
The additional amount. required ico com­
plete the work is, approximately, 
£287,000." 

Qt:EENSLAlW GOVEll~OlENT COXTRACT FOR FIRST 
SE~-TIO:-<, SouTH BmsBA;;:E-KYoGLE R.uLWAY. 

, Mr. ],(ERR (Enoggrra) asked the Secretary 
~ur RaJhvays--

" In regard to the South Brisbane· 
KyogJe.Gmfton Railway, will he state-

1. As contractors for the building cf 
the second section of the abovemen­
tioncd nilway, what amount has the 
Qlleewland Government received? 

2. Is it likely that the section will 
be completed by March, 1929? 

3. What is the estimated amount, 
based on the conditions outlined in the 
agrc, ment, required from all sources 
to co:nplete the job? 

4. Is he still satisfied that the tender 
pl'ice of his Government-viz., 
£1,130,142-subject to certain conditions 
in regard to wages and hours, will not 
be exceeded ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
t}lon. J. Lnrcomlc, Ecppe/) replied-

" 1. 'l'he amount received by the 
Queensland Government as contractors to 
23rd June, 1928, was £798,166. 

"2. It is expected that the work will 
be completed next year, Excessively wet 
local weather during the past t-wo years 
has retarded the progress of the work. 

The Queensland section will be completed 
before the New Soulh \Vales construction 
is Jinished. 

"3. 'The amount will depend upon the 
quantity of work yet to bo executed and 
u.casured; also upon Award rates of 
pay, etc.-vi-de coHditions of agreement. 

"4. See an:3wcr to No. 3." 

ESTE\IATED A:!':D AcTUAL COST OF VARIOUS 
GovrmNMEXT Bun.m;;Gs. 

Mr. KERR (Enogg, ra) asked the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks-

" 1. \Vhat was the estimated and the 
actual cost of the following works:-

(a) General Hospital-New wards and 
the remodelling of lavatory block? 

(b) Additions, etc., to Roma Street 
police barracks? 

(c) Heconstruction of Ipswich Railway 
\Vork-hops? 

(d) Erection o£ new fire station, South 
Brisbane? 

(c) Erection of new building, Cairns 
J,mbulnnce? 

(/) 1\ew dormitory block, Gatton Col­
lege? 

(!7) Additions, night nurses' quarters 
at Gooclna? 

(!z) Erection of Toowoomba Hospital 
Maternity Ward? 

(i) Maternity ward and nurses 
quarters, Townsville? 

(j) Parramatta State School, Cairns? 
"2. ·were public tenders ca.!lcd for any 

of these jobs?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied­

"1.-

----·~- -----r,£~~t': TA:,~ 0<., 1 '"~"- --s·a·-v-in-g-.--~ -------· 

I s. d.~~- £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. i 
(a) General Hospital- 63,963 5 0 64,632 17 9 669 12 9 I Excess due to variation of 

New Ward Building Trades Award 
(b) ARdodmitaionSst'ree&t•cp.,

011
.tcoe 16,047 13 0 24,312 14 9 i 8,265 9 , Excess due to variation of 

' Building Trades Award, 
Barracks 1 j

1

' and additional work 
carried out during pro· 

I 
gress of job, including 
retaining wall, garage, 

I &~ 
The Hon. Member might adj·dress this qu'jestion to the 

i Minister for Railways 
! I , 

(c) Reconstruction of 
Ipswich Railway 
Workshops 

(d) Erection of New Fire 
Station, South Bris-

24,761 4 6 25,390 16 5 · 628 11 11 '1 Excess due to variation of 

bane 

(e) Erection of New I 9,730 0 0 
Building, Cairns I 

(f) New Dormitory 2,576 16 0 
Ambulance I 
Block, Gatton 
College 1 

(g) Additions, Night I 5,969 
Nurses' Quarters, 
Goodna 

(h) Erection of Too- .

1

25,189 
woomba Maternity 
Ward 

(i) Erection of Maternity: 2S .344 
Ward and Nurses' j' 

Quarters, Towns· 

0 0 

14 0 

13 ($ 

ville I 
(j) Parramatta State I 9,235 17 0 

School 

I 
'' 2. No.H 

8,845 12 9 

2,100 17 4 

4,246 19 10 

17,950 6 8 

' 
! 22,000 0 0 

to date 

9,493 17 2 258 0 2 

88± 

475 18 8 

1,722 0 2 

7,239 7 4 

i 

Building Trades Award, 
and extra excavations 
for foundations 

Work not yet completed 

I, Excf"SS due to wet weather 
' conditions and extra 

cost of septic tank , &c. 



Que,<tions. [31 JULY.] Questions. 4I 

ExPENDITURE A~D FEDEn\T. GovEn~)fENT OoN­
TRIBFTroxs. Du~WICH A~:D Dinr.wTIN·\ 
STATE Ix:>T[T<:Troxs. 

Mr. KING (Loua") asked the Home Secre­
tary-

" 1. \Vh>et was the total expenditure 
for last financial vear on the Dunwich 
and Diamantina State Institutions, and 
the tot a 1 contribution of the Federal Go­
vernment on be he lf of pensioner inmates? 

"2. What is the amount of the Federal 
Government's contribution per pensioner 
inn1ate ?)) 

The HOME S1WRETAllY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, 111 owzt JI oruan) replied--

£ s. d. 
"1. Expenditure-

Dunwich .. . . .. 47,627 15 8 
Diamantina Hospital 17,908 14 6 

Contribution bv Federal 
Governmer1t on bP­
half of pensioner 
imnates-

Dnmvich .. . .. . 13,450 11 0 
Diamantina Hospital 1,899 5 5 

"2. The Federal Government pay to 
the State GoYernment 10s. 6d. per pen­
~1oner inrnato per 'veek, and to each 
mmate 4s. per week, making a total 
payment of 1~s. 6d. per week." 

REVENUE FROM CROWN TuiBER AND REVEN<:E 
EXPENDITCRE ON RHFFORESTATIO~, 1927-28. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubi(Jn?J) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands- · · 

"Wh t was-(a) the total reycnue 
derived from Crown timber during last 
financial year; and (b) the total expendi­
ture from revenue on reaffor-estation? " 

The SECRETARY :B'Oll PUBLIC LAI\DS 
(Hon. 'I'. Dunstan, Gym.pic) replied-

" Receipts. 

Re">'enue ... ... ... ... 
Forestry and lumbering recoup-

ments ... 
IIarve~ting and rn~ rkcting· 
State sawmills 

Revenue­
Salaries ... 

Expenditure. 

Travelling and incidentals 
Extra living allol\·anco 

Loan-
Rea/forestation 
Reconstruction, Si.at<e sa\\·­

mills 
Trust-

:B'oresh·y and lumbering fund 
Harvesting and marketing 

fund 
State sawmills­

Salaries and wage~ 
Purchases 

£ 
236,725 

107,897 
117,761 
180,204 

£642,587 

27,193 
5,495 

398 

30,995 

10,666 

95,689 

117,761 

41,030 
143,607 

£472,834" 

ESTIMATED COST OF DA WSOX VALLEY 
IRRIGA1'ION SCHEME. 

Mr. SWA Y0iE (Jiirani) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" Vi1hat is the estimated cDst of the 
Dawoon Valley irrigated land settlement 

scheme, including the cor.struct.ion of tho 
Nathan Dam, apart from that pertaining 
to railway construction? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gym.pie) replied-

" £1,968,000." 

CosT OF RAILWAY CoNSTRcCTION, DAwsoN 
VALLEY IRRIGATION SCHE11E. 

Mr. SW A YNE (ili i-rani) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" 1. ·what has been the cost to date of 
railway construction in connection with 
the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme? 

" 2. Is there still further wm-k to be 
done in this connection, and, if so, what 
is the estimated c-ost ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY& 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppel) replied-

" 1. Baralaba-Castle Creek (Theodore) 
-£396,729, including land resumption& 
and surveys. 

"2. No." 

NEGOTIATIONS FOR PuRCHAFE OF J\/[EATWORKS 
FOR ABATTOIR PURPOSES. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (!\'anango) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Is the Government negotiating for 
the purchase of a meatworks for abattoir 
purposes? 

" 2. If so, from whom? 
" 3. Has any agreement yet been 

reached? 
" 4. If so, what is the arranged pl'ice, 

and is it payable in cash or securities? 

" 5. Has any independent valuation 
been obtained? If so, who are tho 
valuers? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

'• 1 to 5. The Government are !1ot 
negotiating for the purpose of purchasmg 
a meatworks for abattoir or any Dther 
purpose. The Nutionalist and Country 
Partv who arc in control of the mty of 
Brish~ne, gave a definite pro:r:'ise to ~h.e 
electors that they would c~tabhsh n:un!·CI· 
pal a.battoirs in the Bnsbane ~hstrwt. 
The Government are not anxwus to 
relieve the Nationalist and CDuntry 
Party of their solemn o):>li~ation to pro­
vide a clean and hygremc method of 
slaughtering the city's meat supply." 

DUTIES OF VISITING JuSTICE. 

Mr. KERR (Enoygem) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. Briefly, what arc the duties of the 
visiting justice who is under his juris­
diction? '' 

" 2. Is he continuously employed, and 
if not, how many days has he been 
employed during t.he twdve months ended 
30th June, 1928, and what amount drd he 
receive? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, iliount Moryan) replied-

" 1. The visiting justice visits the 
c.1aritable institutions, hears complamts 
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and ascertains whether there has been a 
breach of regulations or by-laws on the 
part of inmates or of the servants of the 
institutions; he inspects the wards and 
ascertains whether they are kept in 
proper order, visits prisons once at least 
in every week, se01 prisonPrs a.nd hears 
complaints, examine3 clothing, bedding, 
and rations. 

" 2. He is employed -continuously and 
receives a salary of £250 per annum'. 
·when travelling outside Brisbane, an 
allowance of 15s. per day is paid." 

NOTICES OF RESUMPTIO}I OF PASTORAL 
HoLDDiGS. 

M·r. MAXWELL (Toowong} asked the 
Secrebry for Public Lands-

" 1. With respect ;to what p.astoral 
]oases have notices of resumption been 
served during the present yc:tr? 

"2. In which of such cases have the 
notices of resumption since been with­
drawn?'' 

'!.'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'-!DS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympic) replied-

" 1. The following resumptions from 
pastoral holdings were made under sec­
tion 146 between 1st July, 1927, and 27th 
July, 1928:-

Holding. 
------' 
Canobie 
Canobie 

West 
Mount 

Douglas 
Woolerina 
Beechal 

Area j Date of 
Resumed.! Notice. 

Sq. Mls. 
171 

123 

7-7-27 

7-7-27 

14-7-27 
1-12-27 
19-7-28 

Takes 
Effect. 

1-2-28 

1-2-28 

1-2-28 
1-6-28 
1-2-29 

UNATI'E"DED STAFF RAILWAY ST.HIO}IS AND 
ACCIDENT A'f ALICE. 

Mr. KELSO (Nundah) Rskcd the Secretary 
for Hailways-

" 1. From what dates were unattended 
staff stations instituted at Alicc Beta 
Taraborah, and Drummond and what 
saving has been effectod by ~uch action? 

" 2. What was the total cost of the 
smash at Alice. in April, 1926 (including 
damage to rolling-stock and replacino- on 
line)? c 

"3. What accidents (if any) have 
occurred at any of the above stations 
since the Alico sma•,h? 

" 4. "'What was the cause of the 
accidents (Questions 2 and 3)? 

" 5. Does he consider the stations 
mentioned safe to the trayelJing public?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppcl) replied-

" 1. Beta--4th April, 1924; Alice-
26th March, 1925; Tarabo-rah-29th 
June, 1927; D:ummond-18th August, 
1927. Total savmg, £4,056. 

"2. £805. 

"3. Nil. 

" 4. Cause of the accident at Alice was 
the breaking of the gauge glass on the 
engine. 'I'he steam and "ater diverted 
the driver's :cttention from his duties. 

"5. Yes.'' 

FoRFEITED MI}IERAL LEASES OF MuNGAKA 
CmiPANY, iSD PRICE OF LEAD IN 1917 
AND 1922. 

Mr. KELSO (}lundah} asked the Secretary 
for Mines-

" 1. Referring- to his statement that 
Mr. McClelland and party took up the 
forfeited leases of the Mungana Com­
pany in 1917, and sub·coquently in the 
same year abandoned them, is it not a 
fact that this party took up only the 
Griffith mine, while Reid and party took 
up the Gi·rof!a and Lady J ane? 

"2. \Vho were the partners with Reid 
in the syndicate prior to its formation 
into a company? 

"3. When the GoYernment purchased 
the Mungana mines for £40,000 from 
th" company, why did it not also pur­
chase the Griffith mine from McClelland 
and party? 

" 4. What was the price of lead in 
1917 when the Munp;ana mines were 
taken up by Reid and party, and what 
was the price in 1922 when these mines 
were purchased by the Government?" 

·The SECRE'I'ARY FOR :YIINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddinr;ton) replied-

" 1. The Griffith mine "·as one of the 
Mungana-Chillagoe Company's leases 
with th.:• Ladv Jane and Girofla, and 
they became forfeited at the same time. 
The Griffith miue was taken up by 
McClelland and party some time before 
Reid applied for the Lady Jane and 
Girolla. and the etatenwnt referred to 
was to sho·w that thc::;c mines 'vere 
ayailable to any applicant before Reid 
applied. 

"2. The lessee "·as Frcderick Rcid. 
" 3. ThoTo 'vas never anv such pro­

posal before the Go,-ernment. 
" 4. London market price of lead­

SeptembeJ·, 1917, £30 IQ,,; March, 1922, 
£20 15s." 

\VoRKERS' DwELLI:\GS AND ·wonKERS' 
HmmR, 1927-28. 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary 
for Public Works-

" 1. "What was the total number of 
completed dwellings and homes respec­
tively during the last financial year, and 
the approximate total cost in each case? 

" 2. What was the number of applica­
tions made, the number approved, and 
the amount applied fm workers' dwel­
lings and workers' hom0s respectively 
during tho laP.t financial year? 

"3. \Vhnt \Yas the number of applica· 
tions refused and/ or held oyer? 

"4. What was the toial amount appro­
priated for sueh homes and dwellings for 
the last financial year? 

"5. What is the maximum amount 
advanced for a wo·rker's home?" 
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The SECRETAHY FOR FGBLW \YORKS 
(Hon. ~I. J. Kirwan. Rri.<banc) replied-

"(1.) Buildings 
completed 

Total cost 

"(2.) Applico.tions dealt 
with 

Applicatio~~ 
approved 

appli~d Amounts 
for 

"(3.) Applications refused 
Applications with-

drawn 
Appllcatio~~ heiti 

over 

"(4.) Total amount ap-
propriated for 

i 

Workers' Workers' 
DwellincS'· Homes. 

745 400 
£-151,870 £230,008 

912 629 

817 555 

£536,400 
' 

£361,016 

8 11 

18 40 

69 23 

financial year 
1927-28 . . £H4,000 £286,000 

" (5.) As a general rule £600, but applications are 
dealt with on their merits." 

'BOl'RKE-BARRI~GCK HAlLWAY, NEW SOUTH 
WALES, AND ExTEliSION OF QuEENSLAND 
}3('1R])ER R ·\lLWAY. 

:\fr. G. 1'. BAR:"<ES (Trurwick) asked the 
;:Jc;crcLtry for Hailwaj e-

,, 1. Has he noted, or is he aware of, 
the nroposal of the Government of New 
South \'Vales to push on with the con­
;;trnction of milway .from Bourke tQ 
Barriugun '? 

"2. I' ho aware that :"<ew South 
\Vales \Vorks Committee is engaged in 
or contemplates an inquiry on the sub­
ject at certain Queensland centres w1th 
the object of obtaining information in 
support of the above railway and the 
:r\mth-South Hail way? 

'· 3. Ie he aware that the construction 
of the North-South Bourke-Barringun 
section will tap and secure the bulk of 
Queensland south-western border trade'! 

'' 4 .. Have the Go\~ernn1ent given con­
sideration to, and \Yhat. Ineans do 
they intend to adopt to protect, Queens­
land trade for Queensland ports? 

'· 5. Is it the intention of the Govem­
ment to proceed with the construction of 
the Border Hailway section from Dinan­
bandi, which was recommended and 
approved by Parliament in 1914, and is 
it the intention of the Government to 
proce~cl further with this strategic border 
rail\; ay t.ill it junctions with :\'ew South 
\Vales raihYay proposal?" 

'I'he SECHE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K CPZJrl) replie-d-

" 1 to 5. Those questions invol.-e con­
sideration of Government policy, and 
should be acldrr-•scd to the honourable the 
Prmnic·r." 

i\JIOE PLAGUE OX DARLlliG DOWNS, AND LOSSES 
TO wl.H~E AXD \VHEAT GROWERS. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (lFcnc•ck) as\od the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. Is he aware of the great loss sus­
tained by maize and wheat growers on 
the Downs this season by mice plague, 

and which is 'also r,--ponsible for a 
nurr1ber of cases of mice fever among 
farmers? 

"2. Is he aware that on etccount of 
enormous losses caused bv rats and mice 
in France United States, and other 
countries, an International Conference 

as held in Havre in Mav as the first 
allied movement to check mice and rat 
depredation and distribution of filth 
and disease? 

" 3. V\'ill he cnuse inquiries to be made 
as to the conclusions a.rrivcd at, anrl 
ascertain course re'Bommended to be 
adopted to check such depredations and 
disease?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
Al\"D STOCK (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jlackay) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. No. official intimation. 
"3. Yes. The department has advoc,tted 

the use of calcium cyanogas, which has 
proved t'fficacious in the destruction of 
rodents and similar vermin attacking 
cereals. Purther, the Government ha~) 
agreed to advanc-~ the sum of £36,0C.'I 
to the \Yhcat Pool Board for the pur­
pose of enabling the board to storo wheat 
under more 0atisfactory conditions than 
those now prevailing; £20.000 of this 
~mount is now ,availabl0 to the board." 

FLO'CR, BRAX, AXn Por.LAnD RECEIVED AT 
WALLAXGARJU, 1927-28. 

Mr. G. P. BARl\"ES (Waru-;ck) asked the 
Secretary for ,\griculturc and Stock--

" 1. \Yhat tonnage of the foliO\\ ing 
co1nmoditic~ '' a.3 rccr~ivcd at \Vall:J.n­
garra from 1st July, 1927, to 30th ,June, 
1928-(a) Flour; (b) bran; and (c) 
pollard? 

"2. To what railwa ,, destinations were 
snch commodities railed? 

" 3. Is the Government .nvare that an 
extraordinary concession i' made by the 
:'\cw South ·wales Railway Department 
b:v which flo:.~r is miled from Sydnev to 
\Yallangarra at approximately 6s. 5d. per 
ton, and bran and pollard at 5s. per 
ton? 

"4. Is it the int0ntion of the Gm-crn­
ment to adopt means to m0r-t such unfair 
exploit>ttion of Queensland's trade?" 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A:\'D STOCK (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jlrtc!my) replied-

" and 2. I would rdcr tho hon. 
member to the :Minister for Railways. 

"3. Ye'. 
" 4. The Queensland Government has 

no control of freights charged over the 
:'\ew South \Vales railways." 

L\lPOTITED FlOUR PFR_'H.\SF.D BY 8TATE STORES 
BoARD, 1927-28. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (WunoicJ) asked the 
Prerrlicr-

" 1. \Yhat is the total number of tons 
of imported flour purchased by the Stores 
Department 'or year ended 30th Jnne, 
1928, and what is the average cost per 
ton of flour EO purchased? 

" 2. Is it a standing regulation not 
to pure 11 ab~ Queensland flour if imported 
flour is procurable at 5 per cent. less?" 



44 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Addres8 in Reply. 

The PHTCMIER (Hon'. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. 'J'he only Southern flour that h:" 
been nnrchased bv the State Stores Board 
for t l~c year t:nled 30th June, 1928, has 
bo0n a total quantity of 36 tons from 
Towns ille and Cairns merchants and 
Bric bane agents for issue to State stations 
in the northern part of the State. For 
all other supplies of flour for Government 
institutions and sPrviccs only Queensland­
made flour has been purchased, and the 
bnsinc.·s has been equally divided between 
the different Queensland milling com­
<'a.IJies. All flour purchased has been at 
the rnling rnarket ruto on day of pur­
cha-se. 

"2. No." 

ConnEsPoxvEKCE ScnooL PeriLs A>rD 
ScHOLAnsnrrs. 

llfr. LLEWELYN (l'oozcoornba), for Mr. 
FARHELL (Rocl harnplon), asked the Secre­
tary for Public Instruction-

" 1. ·what was the number of cor­
respondence school pupils who sat for 
the last scholarship examination? 

'' 2. How many passed the exanuna­
tion? 

"3. L'nder what conditions are the 
cxatninations held?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, J?ortitude 
l"ull,·y) replied-

" 1. 22. 
"2. 13. 
'' 3. rrhe conditiDllS are ihe Same as 

for all ~rholarship candidates, except that 
the miscellaneou• paper is not taken 
by corrcopondence sehoo! candidates." 

SCHOOL INSl'ECTORS DDE FOR RETIREMENT. 

o:'v1r. LLEWELYN ('f'oowoomba), for Mr. 
li ARRELL (Rockhampton), asked the Secre­
tary for Public Instruction-

" 1. What are tho names of the district 
inspr:ciors of schools who are due for 
retirement -under th.:o Public Service 
R ·'·gulations? 

"2. On what date was each due for 
retirement:" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude 
T"ulley) replied-

.. " 1. (i.) Fowler, Joseph Longton, B.A ; 
(1~) _Kemp, Charles; (iii.) Tay!or, 
·w1lham. 

. '"2. 1\Ir. Fowler attained the age of 
s1xt:.•-five (65) years on the lOth November 
1927; :11r. Kemp on the 25th January' 
1927; aud ~~Ir. Tavlor on the 22nd Marc!/ 
1927." • ' 

PRODL'CTION AXD EXPOR'fS OF SFGAR FOR Srx 
YEARS, AND PRICE PAID TO PHODUCERS. 

Mr. r..IOORE (ilubign IJ) asked the Sccretarv 
for Agriculture and Stock- • 

'' For each of the past six seasons, what 
has bc0 n--(a) the total production of 
sugar; (b) the quantity exported; (r.) 
tho average price per ton paid to pro­
ducers?)' 

Thr• SECllETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A2'\D STOCK (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
;1Irrtlcay) replied-

" (a), (b), and (c)-
~-~--------~----~---

1 1 
Season. I Pu~~~:~ed ~~~~;~~~ I 

I 
(Actual (Actual 

1

, 

1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 

Tons). Tons). 
'I 
-~~-

1

1 287,785 2,205 1

1 

I 
277.922 16,415 I 
419,312 73,779 
499,390 211 062 
401,638 74:747 
490,061 152,3b·1 I 

Average 
Prk•l 

Paid to 
Producer 
per Ton 
94 N.T 

£ .•. d. 
30 6 8 
27 0 0 
26 0 0 
19 10 7 
24 10 10 
22 0 4 

!\c~!B"H OF E11PLOVEES IN RAJLWAY DEPART­
BENT, 1927-28. 

:Mr. JHOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary 
for RaihYay;--

,, \Vhat was the total number of 
employe0' in the Railway Department 
on 30th June last-(a) Open lines; (/,) 
construction?" 

The SECRE'l'AHY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Ilcppel) replied-

" (r1) 19,624; (b) 2,892." 

PAPER. 
'fhe following paper was laid on the 

table:-
Regulations and Orders in Council under 

the Irrigation Act of 1922. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESVMPTIOX OF DEBATE-FIRST Ar"LOT'rED 
DAY. 

Question stated-
" That the following AddrHs bo pre­

sented eO the Go\'fornor in reply to the 
Speech delivered by His Excellency in 
opening this, the Third Ses' ion of the 
Twenty-fourth Parliament of Queens­
land:-
" J',Iay it please YoUJ· Excellency,-

" vr e, His ::Uajesty's loyal and dutiful 
subjects, the Members of the Legislalinl 
A,;sembly of Queensland, in Parliameut 
as;,embled, d0sire to assure Your Excel­
lency of our continued loyalty and 
affection tmvard~ the Throne and Person 
of our 11ost Gra•cious Sovereign, and to 
tender our th1nks to Your Excellency 
for the Speech with which you have heEa 
pleased to open the present session . 

''The various. 1neasures lo \Yhich- You1· 
Excellency has referred, and all other 
ma.ttors Umt may be broug.ht before us, 
will receiye our most careful considera­
tion, and it will be our earnest endeavour 
so to deal with them tl1<1t our labours 
may tend lo the advancement and pros­
perity of the State"--

On which Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) had 
moved-

" 'J'hat the question be ·amended by 
the addition of the following words-

' but we desire to inform Your Excel­
lency the.t the Government does not 
pos~ess the confidonce of this House.' " 
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:vir. SIZER (Sandgate): I rise to support 
the amendment moved by the Leader of the 
Opposition, and I feel that at no time has 
an amendment been more aptly rnov~d nor 
at " more opportunG tim0. I know perfectly 
well that. in all probability, the amendment 
will be defeated in this Hm.<se; but that 
does not f>ignify ~~nything bec1uBe, although 
machine politics may defo.t the amendment 
in this House, it is perfectly obvious to any­
one who is but a casual observer that the 
Government has iost the unfidence of the 
people one hundred times over. 

I intend, more or less, to direct my atten­
tion for a while to the address which was 
t\elivered by the Premier in defence of hi~ 
Government. The hon. gentleman started 
off b0· eaying that he had nothing to reply 
to, and then it took him an hour and a-half 
apparently to say nothing. (Opposition 
laughter.) There is one point upon which 
I would Iilw to compliment the hon. member, 
and that is his !Hodesty. I think his modesty 
\\"rJS quit,, becoming-particularly that sort 
of modesty which asks " \\'ho is th£ King?" 
and replies '' Ko other than I; although I 
say so myself." That is the c;ort of modesty 
to w.hich I •refer, and it was most !narked 
when he was dealing with the question of 
maiden spc.,ches. At the time I could 
not help thinking of Ma·rk Twain when 
he said "Julius Caesar is dr::t.d; 1'-~apolcon 
is dead; and I'm not feeling very well 
myself." (Laughter.) That is the sort 
of modesty he showed, ·which was no 
doubt due to the fact that he respected the 
charges of the Leader of the Opposition and 
malisoo the seriousness of the position. I cun 
only say that his speech generally could be 
described as as clear an enunciation of the 
G-overnment's position ns was his own 
explanation at the b1no the "Courier" was 
calling him their commander-in-chief and 
the "Standard" was placing him in the cate­
gory of Billy Hughes·-he made his speech as 
f'lear as he did on that occasion. 

"When he got into the realms of finance 
entered into by his Govcrn'Ylent-particu­
larly that portion dealing '~ ith his taxation 
propo,als-he reminded me of the Pharisee, 
who turned his eye" to boa ven, and said, 
'' Tha.nk God I am not ns ether rnen arc." 
He made an apology for his predecessors; 
but just exactly as, when you analyse the 
Pharisee's statement, so when you analyse 
tlw hon, gentleman's statements they cannot 
be borne out by facts. 

I intend to st~rt to deal with the point 
whi~h the hon. gentleman raised with 
regard to t~v,tion. He tried to convince 
the House, and apparciJtly he intends to try 
to convince the country, that he is a wizard 
of financn-a new Pierpont Jl,forgan. (Go­
vN'nment laughtei') Let us look at his 
record. Since he and hi~ Government came 
into powPr they have taxed the people to the 
extent of £42,426,379. The hc.r:;. gentleman 
nnnot be held responsible for the whoie of 
that amount, but he ha.s bec,n a ~.linister and 
a supporter of the Governn1ent who have 
be,,n r0spomible for it. They have taxed 
the people by £64,296,593 m or o than any 
other Govermne!lt taxed them in a similar 
period. It sho··· s dearly that there has been 
no de..trth of taxation sine~ this Governrnenli 
have been in power. 

Let us deal more puticularly \• ith the 
hon. gentlom·an's record-that is what we 
are reviewing at the moment. Ho had last 
vear a record revenue of £1,820,814 more 
than his immediate predecessor. It ie quite 

a ~in1plo mui.J1er to fln(1nr.e if you have an 
everlasting supply of money, no m:<tter 
whence it comes. If his financing had been 
ba"ed on the policy which he so often pro­
!e~sC3--econorny-tlvwe would have been 
oomething in the argument; but the fad 
remains that whilst his revenue has increased 
so has his expenditure. The expenditure 
during his period of office was £1,827,276 
more than that of his immediate predP­
ccssor, despite all his talk of economy. ·when 
the hon. gentleman took control in 1925-1926 
tho expenditure per head was £16 lls. 1d. ; 
in 1926-1927-the first year after he took 
control-the expenditure wa.s £18 2s. 4d. per 
head; and in 1927-1928-that year when he 
claims such rigid economy took place-we 
find it had increased to £18 lls. 10d., prov­
ing c!E,arly that the surplus of ·w.hich he is 
now talking did not result from any economy. 
It came from another source altogether, 
which meant that he had a record revenue 
as well as v. record expenditure. And then 
the hon. gentleman claims--" I have lived 
\vithiu Iny income ! " 

The PRE~IIER : So I have. 

Mr. SIZER: He claims "I have not 
increased taxation; I have not done this; I 
have not done that." Well, let us look at his 
record. 

The PREMIER: Every State of the Com­
monwealth got more money last year. 

Mr. SIZER: Let us compare the record 
oi the hon. gentleman with that of Mr. 
Theodore. In 1922-23, Mr. Thcodore in­
creased taxation by £89,411, whilst in the 

next year he decreased it by 
[11 a.m.] £286,316. In Mr. Gillies' reign 

as Treasurer in 1924-25, there 
was an increase of taxation of £296,960. 
Now let us deal with the hon. gentleman. 
In 1925-26, he increasd taxation by £189,961; 
in 1926-27, he increased it by £398,218; and 
in 1927-28, by £475,742. In other words, he 
has been the most extravagant Trea,urcr 
that this Sbte has over had. Of the total 
inc-rease in taxation during the past six 
years-which has amounted to £1,163,976-
the present Treasurer has been responsib),e 
directly for £1,063,921, or 91 per cent. 

The TREASURER: Without any increase in 
the taxes. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman has 
been responsible more than anybody else, 
yet he cries, " Thank God, I am not like 
other men.'' 

But that IS not aiL This enormous 
increase has gone on since 1924, when the 
hon. gentleman said taxation had reached 
its limit in Queensland. Since then he has 
increased it by over £1.000,000 in the aggre­
gate, and has increased the per capita rate 
from £4 9s. 2d. to £5 10s. 9d. What is the 
cause of that? The cause is that the hon. 
gentleman will say anything at any time 
that happens to suit his arg-ument at that 
time, and in 1924 it suited him to say that 
Queensland had reached its limit of taxa­
tion. 

The PREMIER: So it had. 

Mr. SIZER: Then why did the hon. 
gentleman not stop there? The hon. gentle­
man has to bear in mind that his total debit 
balances, amounting to £850,000, prove that 
in his own individual financing as Treasurer 
he has shown himself the worst this State 
has had. I say frankly that a Government 
must balance its ledger; but the greatest 

JJfr. Sizer.] 
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spendthrift in the world can show a surplus 
if ho has an inexhaustible supply of money 
to draw from. Even Montv Brcwster could 
not get rid of his millions. " Can anyone for 
one moment say that that is good financing? 
The hon. gentleman reminds me of the 
extrayagant spendthrift who commences the 
year with a debit, secures a windfall in the 
middle of the year, then enters upon a 
bacchanalian financial jazz, and at the end of 
~he year with a nound in bis pocket exclaims, 
" \Vhat a wonderful financier I am!" It is 
preposterous on the part of the hon. gentle­
nan to attempt to lay claim to being a 
wonderful financier. 

Let me now cl< a! with his claim that he 
has not incrcasod taxation. 

The PREi\IIER : I have not increased the 
incidence of taxation. 

Mr. SIZER: The incidence of taxation, 
in the fi·rst place, rnust have been iniquitous 
mid wrong if, after the budgeting for certain 
Lalanceq, it is discovered that the prophecy 
on the part of the Opposition has come to 
pass-that the taxation imposed has created 
a burden beyond the power of the com­
munity to bear. The hon. gentleman claims 
that there has been no increase in the inci­
dence of taxatiou. .and that the mcreased 
revenue: is derived from increased taxable 
incorne. Of cour~e, tho rev-enue derived is 
fro.n taxation ba·,ed on the incidence 
ii:l)co,~d. The hon. gentleman has increased 
~ailwav charc-cs t-.nd freights from 10 per 
' nt. to 50 ]Er cent.; he has imposed the 
gift duty; he h:ts incroaJcd the stamp duty; 
he has incrc od licen~3n(t fcr,s; he has 
increased moto1· fees; he 1Hls jmposcd a 
heavy vchiclc tax; he has incren,ed the 
contributions to the Unemp:oyed \Vorkcrs' 
Insurance Fund from 3d. to 6cl. ncr week : 
he has reimposed the super land- tax, and 
maintained the super in eo" c t "X. Yet he 
claims to have balanced th• ledger without 
inrreasing taxation! \Vhf'n the hon. gcntlo­
:man \Yas speaking tho other night he was 
not sure "·hcthcr he ,. as prophetic or 
rmnancing when he retnarked. " \Yhon the 
Oppo•ition get on this side of the House." 
~- am inclined to think th'lt he "as pro­
phetic. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Echo 
an·~ wcrs " \V hen " ? 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman knows 
pe·rfectl,- ''ell that there will be " time, and 
that time is very close at hand. (Govern­
ment laughter.) 

QpposrrroN ii1E~rB~RS: Hear, he 'r ! 

:'\fr. SIZER: It is quite obvious thtct the 
E>Urplu;: '\Yhich has been produced \~tts not 
produced as a remlt of ccouomy. I have 
shown that it has been deriYed from 
increased taxation; but ho,ving bled tho 
people white, created a depression m 
Queensland to an unprecedented extent, his 
lust for money was not ;:et satisfied, and he 
had to make a wanton and mc,·ciless attack 
upon the poor innocent little "Teddy Bear," 
thereby ouL,aging public srnt-in1ent. and 
fron1 surh a ,onrC'e· providinq- nine-tenths of 
his snrnlus. The poor innocent litHe ''Teddy 
Bear" wnr; rN;pon-jb]e for proYidlng nino­
•cnths of the surplus! \Vhat did the hon. 
,1rcnt1eman c:1ro abont the "Tecldv Bear"? 
\Vh1t rl:d he ore about public ontrry? Not 
a, 1vhit! The "Teddy Tic:1r" ,,-as the 
means for prodncing a surp1ns, and thqt 
1' ns all he cared for. It is "- ''orry plig-ht 
when thi' Shte has to produce t1 surp!,-s 

fMr. SizM·. 

under such conditions. I have trenchantly 
dealt with the claim of the hon. gentleman 
and his record as a "heaYen-born financier.': 

The other night the hon. gentleman pro­
ceeded to build up a case on half-truths, ancl 
they were most apparent when he was deal­
ing with tmde balances. I intend to dr'.1l 
with that subject, and I hope that I shall be 
infinitelv mo-re accurate than was the hon. 
gentleman when dealing with it. I will 
agree that sinc--o the hon. gentleman 
assumed the rems of the Premiership hf 
has introduced an atn1osphere of inaccuracy, 
and it may be contagious. I intend to avoid 
falling into that trap which the hon. gentle­
man has laid. In dealmg With trade­
balances he attempted to build up a ea·''' 
to prove that Queensland had a favourable 
trade balance. That is to say. our exports 
cxceec!e-cl our imports. He referred to the· 
figures-

Imports 
Expo-rts 

£ 
11,000,000 
19,900,000 

The hon. gentleman then proceeded to build 
up the case that, because of this fact, Queens­
land was like Horatio holding the bridge. 
as she was supplying wealth to the whole of 
Australia. The hon. gentleman knows that 
these figures v, ere inaccurate. 

The PnE;\IIER : I di-d not give figures. You 
quote my speech. 

Mr. SIZER: I am giving the figures. 
The hon. gentleman based hh argun1ent on 
those figures, and attempted to draw the 
inference that we had a favourable trade 
balance of £8,000,000 odd. That was one_ of 
the half-truths which the hon. gentlemr"I tned 
to got away with. I am going to explain that 
fullv. Onlv last session we asked the hon. 
gentleman for information dealing with inter­
strto trade and he told us that no figurpo, 
~,-,;ro avail~hlo. That was the truth. · The 
figures regarding the trade balan~e which he 
attempted to quote only deal with ovcrsea 
trade, vvhich does not in any way reflect the 
true position of the trade of Queensland. 

The PHE1IIER: Do vou say that we import 
1nore than we export? ~ 

J'.lr. SIZER : I intend to go tlwough the 
fio·urc •,, and the hon. gentleman will find 
v~rv soon ·where he stands. It is a ·well­
known fact that Customs duty is paid in the 
State into which goods are imported. I 
further intend to ehow that the manufac­
tures of Quc-.-usland are declining. therefor _, 
the manufacturing wet1lth of Queensland 
must also be declining. That is met by 
Queensland being an agency State for tl l 
g-oods imported into Victoria and Now 
South \ValPs, in which StaL'" the Customs 
duty is paid. 

The PREoiiER: \Yould that Customs duty 
amount to £4,000,000? 

l\Ir. SIZER : I say it amounts to mora 
than £4,000,COO. 

The PRE)IIER: The Customs clntv collected 
in Queenslanrl does not represent· the whole 
of the duty pt1yablo on goocls coming into 
Queensland. 

::\Ir. SIZER : The hon. gentlom'm <an s.'ly 
P'). and arguf' th t point. 

The PRE"TER : Do v. e not export a.ny sugar­
or n1eat ~ 

Mr. SIZER: Might I ask. j,1r. Speaker, if 
~De hon. g<:nt.lcrnan i::; rnaking this speech. 
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The SPEAKER: The hon. member 
appears to bo inviting interjections. 

Mr. SIZER: It is fairly clear that, if our 
own rnanufacturing intorestb are declining, 
goods must be coming into Queensland from 
bJmcwhere. I' not, the people of Queens­
land cannot be enjo,·ing the same standard 
of living as the people in the othm· State,. 
If that. is so, then it is a fair asoumption 
that the ·figures showing the imports per 
head would be fairly general all over Aus­
tralia, and the extraordinary point is that. 
in Victoria and New South Wales, where, 
the greatr st industrial progress is being 
made, the gre~tcst imports a·re shown by 
the Custom·· returns. This fact clearly shows 
that they also export. Let me give the 
figures per head of the imports by sever"'! 
States during the last three years-

£ 
New South Wales 82 
Victoria 88 
Queensland 44 

These figures are from the Customs statistico. 

The PREMIER: The information IS not 
accurate. 

Mr. SIZER: Then the hon. pmtlcman 
has answered his own argument. He stateA 
that the figures are not accurate, and I 
oay that his argument is not accurate. 

The PRE:'I!IER: What about the £9,000,000 
trade balance? 

Mr. SIZER: If there is a balance of 
£9,000.000, then the figures I have quoted 
are accurate; if not, the people of Queens­
land arc on a much lower standard of living 
than the people of New South \-Vales. 

Mr. HYXES: You arc up a gum-tree. 

Mr. SIZER: If the hon. gentleman will 
allow me to proceed, I will endeavour to 
show him that my argument is correct. 

:Mr. HA"!LON: Yours is a "Teddy Bear" 
argun1cnt. 

:Y1r. SIZER · I am afraid the hon. gcntlc­
Inan is very " bare " of a rgun1pnt. As a 
further illustr.•tion of the !lOJition of Queens­
land, let me give the following figures show­
ing the factory emplo:·ee'. per 10.000 of 
population in =" ew South \Vales, Victoria, 
and Queensland:-

N.S.W. 
763 

Vie. 
929 

Q'ld. 
534 

I have shown that there arc fewer employees 
in industty in Queensland, and, if the hon. 
gentleman is correct "".Yhen ho says W8 are 
importing less, then the position is either 
that tho figures arc not accurate or our 
standard of living is much lower in Queens­
land. \Ye know that the manufacturing 
industries in Queensland declined to tho 
extent of £4.573,101 in added value last vear. 
I;; is reasonable to asmme that goods to- that 
extent will be imported from iho other States 
or from ovcrs(~as; and, if that js so, then 
the amount must be addccl to the trade 
balance. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICtcLTnRE: You must 
also add the exports from Queensland to 
those of the other States of the Common­
wealth. 

Mr. SIZER: If the trade balanc' figure 
sh ted by the Premier is correct, then we 
arc in an excellent position, because, on 
his argument, we ha.Yo crPated a large sm·­
plus of money overseas. The hon. gentleman 

.has stated that we have a trade balance 
amounting to several millions of pounds. If 
that 1s · o, then our external interest debt 
Is only £3,000,000; then in those circum­
stance.·· why stop borrowing? How does the 
h?n. gcutleman reconcile that po,ition wit!) 
h1s state!llent that we are over-borrowing 1 
Surelv, 1£ we have an1plo n1on{:~Y overseas 
and ?u.r loan expenditure has given a profit 
of mrllwns of pounds, we should not discon­
tnll!e making a profit ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICOLTURE: You are 
badly bogged. 

Mr. SIZER: If any business man can 
borrow £1,000 at 5 P<:r cent. and on that 
amount make a profit of from 10 per cent. 
to 15 per cent., why should he stop borrow­
mg? Similarly, 1£, through our trade, we 
have established the credit balance to which 
rcfon•nce has been made, thne is no need 
for us to be in any difficult\ so far as 
further borrowing is conCerned.~ 

But there is another aspe~t of the question 
of over-borrowing to which I wish to refer. 
·when the present Government assumed 
office, tho public debt of Quconsla.nd was 
£57,000,000; to-day is is £112,000,000. In 
other words, hon. members opposite who 
have smd so much about over-borrowing are 
rc,:ponsible for the public -debt of Queensland 
bemg doubled in ihe course of thirteen years. 
In the face of tho .. e figures, it appears to 
me that the Go1·ernment themsclvc' pass 
the greatest condemnation on their own 
policy when they preach the necessity for 
ceasmg to borrow. 

The hon. gentleman also dealt with his 
loan policy. If his loan policy has been 
sound,, ":hut is the tro~1ble? It will provide 
a profit If we accept h1s argument in regard 
to the favourable trade balancf'. But the hon. 
gentleman oug·ht to know that his loan 
polio;;-, instead of doing that is not oarnin" 
a fraction of the intc·rest 'on the money 
which he borro\',ed. The Government have 
:v .>skd their assets. There is no asset left 
m many c·1ses. Their loan policy has been 
a rolosnl blunder from beginning to end 
and the r0ason "\vhy ther-e is so much nnem~ 
ployment is because the money borrowed has 
been squandered and wasted, and there is 010 
tangible asset left. There is no earnin" 
power in t.hose things upon which the monc~ 
has been invc .. ;tcd-not even a fraction-t~ 
meet ihe interest which is n"vable ovors,ae. 
The hon. gentleman has ·been forced to 
argue that \.VC arc over-borrowing-not 
because Quennsland could not borrow more. 
I am not one of tho,,c who thiuk that Queens­
land is done. Quconslancl is a wonderful 
State to be able to stand all the imposition,. 
of the present Govcrnnlf>nL rl'ho renson 
why Qucen.~;land cannot borrow mc.re is 
?ecau-'"~ the Governn1ont hav0 Sf1uan0ered 
1hcir loan money on nnrepr0ducli,-e \Yurks. 
rrhcy can110t afl'-n·d to lJor~'OW D10l'O because 
Queensland c-:tnnot afi'ord to pay more 
int~rcst. If tlw Gon .·mnent had to borrow 
~norc, we would ha.vo to pay n1ud~ nwre 
mterest, and that intNcst would have re. bc, 
met out of increaser! taxation. Appar<:ntlv 
the GovernnH:ont arc not prepared to irnnosC 
more bxation 'I'hrrc is the reason wh/ the 
hon. gcntlen1aa ~tat. that the Goycrn1nent 
haYe been 0\'Cr-bon'O\".'int_;. I-lo has bee11 
responsible for it, and he cannot afford to 
borrow 1norc-. Lcca.nse~ roughly sp;akinf?, 
£10,000.000 of Qw ":n eland's revenue 1s 

required to pay t ho public servants; 
£5,000,000 is rcqnii'Cd lo pay the interest 

Jlr. Si?f'r,l 
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bill; and there is very litJe left "With 'vhich 
to carry on. 

Therefore, if the Go,-ornment wish t·:> 
increase the loan indebtedness without 
earning some interest on reproductive 
\Yorks, they have oithoi' to decrease the 
number of public servants or they will have 
to tax the people further to make up the 
additional interest. That is the position. 

I now come to probably the most extra­
ordinary portion of the Premier's speech. 
His most extraordinary statement was that 
"taxation is only a rnmm· fa·ctor in unom· 
ployment.'' That wa& the most remarkable 
utterance ever made by a responsible man. 
It is the most unsound utterance that ever 
came from a responsible man. \Vhen the 
hon. gentleman made that statement and 
-developed his argument, I wondered whether 
I was listening to the hon. member for 
Cairns of to-day or to the same member for 
Cairns in 1924, when he said the Government 
could not go on with certain schemes because, 
if they did, they would have to impose 
further taxation, and they could not impose 
furthet· taxation, ae they had already reached 
the danger zone for employment. I did not 
know, and I do not know now, whether the 
hon. gentleman was serious in 1924, or 
whether he wao serious the other night. I 
am· rather inclined to think that he :;imply 
says a.nything that comes to his mind at the 
moment to suit his argument. I think thaJ·, 
even the Deputy Leader of the Government 
would not make such an assertion as that, 
nor would anyone else. 

Then he went into realms of fanc,- in an 
academic discu»sion on the causes ol unem­
ployment. He referred to the weather con­
ditions, to the heavy ·raim-i t was practically 
an argument that, if it rains, it will be wet, 
and there will be no drought. How does 
that bear on the subject? Then he fl0w to 
Mr. Gepp, and said that Mr. Gepp laid it 
down that one of the cause; of unemploy­
ment was an adverse trade balance. The 
hon. gentleman claimed a favourable trade 
balance. HQw does that argument affect the 
position? He claimed also that unemploy­
ment was an incident over which the Go­
vernment had no control. and that it was 
controlled by an economic law which h0 
could not discover. The hon. gentleman and 
other hon. members opposite we· re elected on 
the policy enunciated in 1915 by the late 
Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. COLLIKS : And WO arc still here, and 
likolv to remain here. 

' " 
Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman and his 

p'arty said that in three years they \Youlcl 
solve tho problem of the unemployrd. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: We are still here and wait­
ing. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is still 
there and waiting for the solution. What 
has the hon. member's loader gi,-en us? 
Miles of statistics ! The hon. member for 
Bowen was promised many things-il'On and 
steel works, for instance-for which he is 
still '1aiting. Hon. members opposite wore 
a!! elected on the policy enunciated by Mr. 
Ryan at Barcaldine in 1915-

" The Labour Department will include 
bureaux in all the principal centres. 
The primary object of the establishment 
will be to find employment for all who 
seek it. A special department of the 
bureaux will be devoted to the interests 

(Mt·. Sizer. 

of "·omen \Yorkcrs. No fees will be 
charged for the services rendered by the 
buroaux." 

This is tho point-
" This establishment, working in con­

junction with the various State enter­
prises, will be the means of coping with 
the unemployed problem, and will in 
itself be a distinct and much needed 
reform. The Labour Party considers it 
the duty of the Government to see that 
every citizen is given the opportunity to 
work and earn a livelihood." 

Mr. HYNES: Hear, hear! We are cloin:; 
it. That is our policy. 

Mr. SIZER : The hon. member for Towns­
Yille says they are doing it ! The 'l'rades 
and Labour Council say that is not true; 
they say there are 20,000 unemployed in 
Brisbane. Honourable members opposite 
were elected to solYe the problem of unem­
ployment. They said they could do it, and 
got the confidence of the people through 
saying it. 'l'he Leader of the Government 
now comes clown and says that he cannot 
find the causes of unemployment-that there 
18 some mythical economic Iaw-So1ne 
" elusive Pimpernel "-of which he has no 
knowledge. ·will the Loader of the Govem­
ment say that his gem policy did not nuse 
unemployment on the gem fields? 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I don't know. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman doe, 
know that an urgent wire was sent Ly the 
hon. member for Leichhardt, imploring the 
Government to remo.-e the embargo on the 
gem industry, because the people on the field 
were stan·ing. If the policy "·as right, why 
did the hon. gentleman alter it? The Co­
vernment altPrecl it because thov knew it 
was "rong. \V ill they tell me that th0 
policy of going to England for locornoti.-c, 
was not a factor which caused unemploy­
ment? 

Mr. PEASE: \Vc haYc explained why that 
\Yas done. 

Mr. SIZER: You cannot 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

bcr must ac\drcss the Chair. 

explain it. 
The hon. mcm-

)/Jr. SIZER: Honourable membe·rs oppo­
site cannot explain that policy. Can anyone 
say that the sending overseas for twenty 
locomotives, which could be made at our 
D'l'll workshops ,-hen the men were on half­
time, or \Vere being put out of work, did 
not encourage or cause unemployment • 
Will they say for a moment that if those 
locomoti,-cs had been made here hundreds 
of men "-ould not have been absorbed in 
employment? If they could say that, why 
are they now Jotting contracts in Queens­
land? It would find ,.-ork for the unem­
ployed-and quite right, too! We contend 
th0y did it then simply· because of their 
short-sighted policy of allowing themselves 
to run out of rolling-stock and not having 
time to repair it. Any boy in college could 
have foreseen the result. Could there be 
a greater condeu1nation of adrninistration? 

To allow the condition of their 
[11.30 a. m.] rolling-stock to get so run down 

-sitting in their offices, playing 
with the situation, and at the same time 
failing to give work to men who needed it. 
one! denying it to them when they appealed 
for it-and then in the next moment find 

·themselves compelled to rush overseas for 
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n" w locomotives "When the inevitable demand 
for them occurred! It must have been: heart­
breaking to the unemployed. ·would not 
euch bungling make anybody ask himself 
"·here the Government were heading? If 
ever a bunch of carrots was hung bdore 
the people's noses it was the promises of the 
Government that they would solve the 
problem. Apparently they have grown 
callous. The Premier apparently cannot 
even meet a deputation. Evidently his con­
science pricks him. He cannot stand up to 
these people, whom he told on the hustings, 
or as a union organiser, that he would solve 
the problem. He cannot stand up to the 
election pledges he made-those sworn 
pledges to which he has referred this morn­
ing-because he has lied to them--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. SIZER: I withdraw that. He has 
misled them, and he is now realising that he 
is not able to give them what he promised. 
The Secretary for Mines was going to solve 
the unemployment problem. 

Mr. MAXWELL: In three months. 
Mr. SIZER: Yes, in three months; but 

to-day his silver lining to the cloud is 
blacker than it has ever been in the history 
of this State. 

M·r. HYNES: No one State can solve the 
unemployment problem. 

Mr. SIZER: Why do not the hon. gentle­
man and his Government be honest with the 
people on the hustings and say they cannot 
solve it? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SIZER: Why say, " Return us to 
power, and your unemployment will dis­
appear"? 

JYh. HYNES: I would abolish the capital­
istic system. That is the only way to do it. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman says 
that taxation is only an incident-only a 
minor factor in causing unemployment. If 
that be so, even in spite of this unemploy­
ment why not go on taxing? He has 
promised childhood endowment and all sorts 
of things. He has said, " We are in favour 
of these laudable schemes, but the only thing 
that is holding us up is finance." If, as the 
hen. gentleman has said, taxation is only an 
incident in unemployment, Yvhy not impose 
more taxation and give the money to the 
people? 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Do you believe in it? 

Mr. SIZER: Of course I do not; but 
that is a favourite argument of hon. mem­
Lers opposite. I want to expose the hollow­
ness of the hon. gentleman's argument-his 
barrenness of ideas. Vlhy is it, I ask him, 
that they have stopped? Of course, it does 
not matter to him that in a previous speech 
he ha.s said, " In the last analvsis the great 
bulk of taxation is paid by the great bulk 
of the people." How can he reconcile those 
two statements? 

Mr. HYNES: By the wealth producers; 
that is true. -

Mr. SIZER: My point is that the Premier 
stated " In the last analysis the great bulk 
of taxation is paid by the great bulk of the 
people," who are the yyorkers. To -put the 
argument the other wav round, the hon. 
gentleman has increased taxation by 
£1,000,000. Why impose thf1t on his own 
workers? (Government dissent.) 'l'he hon. 

1928-E 

geatleman v ants it both wavs. He says 
that the great bulk of the taxation is paid 
by the grNt bulk of the people, and then 
he proceeds to inc:-.~ca'3e t{,xation, raising the 
tftxation payment p0r family of five from 
2s. 9d. to 10s. 9d. per week. 

~Ir. CoLLixS: That is uot true. 

Mr. SIZER : It is true The hon. gentle­
man has imposed that fresh taxation on them 
after he had said that the great bulk of the 
p0ople bear the g teat bulk of the taxation. 
If hon. members opposite are as solicitons 
for the great mass of the people as they 
claim. why impose these increased taxcg on 
them? 

If. as the hon. ge 1tleman claims, taxa­
tion is not <1n incident in the question of 
uncmploymm1t. then why not proceed to 
impose further taxation, thereby solving this 
very important problem? 

Mr. FERRICKS: He did not say that taxa­
tion was not a factor. He said, that it was 
not the cause of unemployment. 

Mr. SIZER: I am going to show very 
clearly that the hon. gentleman mys any­
thing to suit his own case, a.nd on that point 
I intend to quote from the speech by the 
Premier contained in " Han ard " for 1924. 
when the hon. gentleman oC<Jupied the posi: 
tion of Secretary for Public Lands. This is 
the report-

" Then it may be argued that we 
should increase general taxation. There 
is certainly no other way. It is very 
easy to say, "'J1ax the other fellovr," 
but there is a point at which taxation 
becomes so heavy that, instead of better­
ing the position, it actually makes it 
worse for the very men you wish to 
benefit. I will give an illustration. 
Every man who has em·plus money after 
paying for his immediate needs and 
those of his family, inv~sts the rest of it 
in industry, if he does not put it into 
Government securities. That is a truism. 
If we take that money from him, he 
cannot invest it in industry. No doubt 
the hon member for Fitzroy can quote 
many instances where taxation does not 
have that effect, but I am giving an 
instance of where it does. If we take 
that money out of industry to pay an 
incrcae.o in wages, what will be the elfect 
and who will suffer?. That is a reason­
able question. 

•· Opposition Members: The worker. 
" The SECRETARY FOR PcBLlC LANDS : 

Employment will suffer, or at least we 
think it will. The hon. member for 
Fitzroy may be right. I am giving my 
opinion. I think that, if taxation gets 
to a certain stage-and it is fairly high 
in Queensland--

" Mr. ·weir: What is that stage? 
" The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

It is 10s. [n the £1 in some instances. 
" Mr. \Voir: Is that the danger zone. 
" The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I.ANDS : 

It is the da,nger zone for employment. 
\Ve can all b" honest in our opiPion and 
not f]U€'1tion the other lnan;s 1notives at 
all. I ha vc nothin!{ to gain by making 
this opeech. I am t:clking to the neople. 
and I want t!ooee people w.ho believe 
in me to know that I am not taking up 
tlw stand that I have taken up merely 
through ' cuesedness.' It is because mv 
experience points to the fact that the 

1.11 r. Sizer.] 
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ad ion proposed may have ~J boomorang 
effect ,tnd injure those who I desire 
shcmld not be injured. 

"The practical bide must have know­
ledge behind it. 'Vhatcver rrmy be the 
opinions of hon. members on t.his side, 
some think thnt the necrssary money can 
be secured. I do not think that it is 
impossible to secure it. I know it can 
be .secured. I am stating rny opinion 
beca,use I thiPk that in the securing oi 
it there will be involved a boomerang 
effect upon the very people we are try­
ing to protect. Th~t is my point. If 
we do that, then we have to face the 
consequences. It is no use saying we 
are not learning. 'V e are learning." 

Of course he is learrcing; but what the 
hon. gentleman learned was ali unlearned 
on Thm·sday night-if I may use such an 
expression-and he has performed a complete 
financial somersault worth,· of any financial 
acrobat, and now claims t.hat taxation is 
not an incident in unemployment. I say 
again, the hon. gentleman will use any 
statement to suit the particular case; and 
his views on economics are :=ts elusive as the 
"elusive Pimpernel." That fairly well 
describes tho hon. gentleman and his desire 
in connection with unemployment. He 
quot8d some figures showing the number of 
unemployed unionists; but he know~ per­
fectly well that those figures are not correct. 
·will. he ;;ay--will "tny hon. member say--or 
do the people outside believe that there are 
only 3,000 ullf~mployc.U in Queensland? That 
is what the Premier tried to mo.ke out. He 
ought to know better. The hon. member for 
Chillagoc knows only too well that he could 
find nearlv half that number in his own 
electorate · 

Mr. O'KEEE'E: Don't be silly. 
Mr. SIZER: The 'l'rades and Labour 

Council recently stated that there were 
20,000 unemployed in Brisbane alone. That 
figure is much nearer the mark. If there 
were only 3,000 unemployed in Queensland, 
why has it been found necessary to increase 
the premiums to the Unemployed \Vorkers' 
Insurance Fund frou1 3d. to 6d. per week? 
vVhv has it been found ncce«,ary to pay 
nearly £400,000 from that fund to unemployed 
worker', in addition to extra money granted 
for relief? Evcrv hon. member on the 
Government and Opposition sides of the 
House knows that unemployment in Queens­
land is unprecedented. \Vhy? Simply 
her a use the policy which the Go,-ernment 
have pm·med for years has beoen one of 
squandering loan n1oney in State enterpripns. 
They now wish to abolish those enterprises. 
They ha;-e wasted their substance in riotous 
livi1ig, and have led the people into the 
wildernees. Thev are unable to IP-ad thcrn 
out again, and ·>the people are crying for 
Sread. What is their reply? Simply millions 
of statistics! How are they going to help 
to put an end to unemployment? All that 
they have done with the question is to sho .v 
the unemployed workers who are crying for 
work that there are tens of thm1s:tnds in 
the same boat as themseh·es. That is the 
only solution the Government have to offer. 
The position is one of which the Govern­
ment and all Labour Governments should 
be a:ohamed. Thev should bow their heads 
in shame for having brought thi' fair State 
of Queensland into such a state after thirteen 
years of rule, and for having dragged her 
down to the very depth of degradation and 
created such a position in regard to unem-

[Mr. Si:;er. 

ployment as we have never had before. The 
Government can neither show hope for the 
futuro nor offer a scheme for the solution of 
t)w position. They are floating helpless on the 
sea of opportunity, hoping that some favour­
"ble wave will pick them up and deposit them 
on a better shore. They have become devoid 
of ideas; they have lost their initiative and 
grip of the situation. They can only turn 
to the report of the Migration Commission 
and wmr academic statement of Professor 
Copland to defend their position in regard 
to unemployment. This was the party that 
held up such high hopes to the people of 
their abilit:.- to solve unemplo:.-ment. They 
have failed miserably, end the people of 
Queensland will deal with them at the first 
opportunity for the failure of that policy. 

OPPOSITION JYIE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SIZER: I think I have fairlv well 
disposed of the argument of the Pi·emier 
that the incidence of taxation does not affect 
unemployment. (Government laughter.) 

The hon. gentleman then proceeded in a 
very subtle wa:s· to try to drive in a wedge­
amongst the members of this party. Ho 
referred to the middlemen in the party. and 
said that they were lions lying down with the 
lambs. He criticised this party by attempt­
ing to appeal to prejudice, and adJed that 
they would have to solve the problem. His 
whole speech was an appeal to prejudice, 
and, as I have said, a subtle attempt to. 
drive a wedge between the members repre­
senting country and city electorates. Let me 
~\ea! with t~!'t point., ,Let m:. quote from 
tue 8ttrne vuucy tspeecu irOIH wu1ch I quoted 
larlier in mv remarks-it was their fir"t 
policy speech:· and I am using it because 
that was their fixed policy, and Labour says 
that its policy never changes, and it has 
had thirteen years to eyoJve thrct polio:, 
and put it into operation-

" As a concomitant of a sonnd policy 
of land settlement. it is nece. sarv to 
provide suitable markets for the , pro­
ducer in order to .secure for hin1 an 
adequate return for his products. \Vith 
that object in view, an Act was passed 
last seesion providing for the csbbli h­
mc,;Jt of a State produce agency which 
will serve the dual purpos" of protectin[\' 
producer and consumer alike. bv elimi­
nating the middleman. Branchc~ of this 
a p;ency will be established in the other 
States of the Commonwealth and rtlso 
overseac, and thus the producer will 
ha Ye the advantage of the' \Yorld's market 
for his product"·-'' 

If that we,, a s::mnd policy, and if thr, Labour 
Party were really sincere, why have th<' 
Government not dealt with the middleman? 
Surely hon. members opposite 1nean what 
the:· say! 

Mr. KERR: These thing, arc only said to 
gull the public. 

Mr. SIZER: That is w. The Government 
know perfectly well that they could not do 
what they have promisor! with regard to 
establishing q;cncies in other States. Whet·e 
are the agcncicJ in the other States? \Vlwre 
is the ag-ency ov0r.-eas? \'\here is the middle­
man" The middkman is still here, although 
tho Government have had thirteen vears in 
which to ·lcai with him. It is perfeK'~ly clear 
that. t.hc Government know thev cannot no 
these things. Yet we hear the Pr<'mier say­
ing that " the lion lies down with the lamb." 
Lot m·e say that tba r,rimary producers of th0 
State would much prefer that to the woH in 
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shf:ep's clothing, which promis(s them every­
thing, and, in the end, imposes upon them an 
iniquitous rural av>ard which robs them of 
any benefit they might otherwise got. I watn 
the farmers of Queensland that the same 
treatment is to be meted out to them as has 
been suffered bv other industries in the State. 
'fho Governrnc-ilt are putting in the thin edge 
of the wedge, and vor.• won we may have 
the farmers of thi" State being prc,ided ovct 
by union lords who will decree how many fur­
rows shall bo ploughed each day, ~nd, I sup­
pose, how poor old Brindle shall march the 
goose-step to the tune of the union bo>ses. 
(Opposition laughter.) The farmers of 
Queensland know the Govcrnn1ent only too 
well ; they ha vo been selected to boar special 
taxation, and are now burdened with an 
iniquitous, unworkable rural award. The 
position now is that the farmers not only 
battle against elements which are beyond 
their control, but aro also bludgeoned by an 
award which imposes conditions over which 
the Gm·crnmcnt have control. The farmers, 
however, are not likely to be led away by 
the remarks of hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Mr. HYNES: ·would you repeal the rural 
workers' award? 

:Mr. SIZER: Most certain!,. The hon. 
gentleman who has just intcr]ected cannot 
lorrically argue for an award for general 
farming, because that is econon1ically 
umound. It is illogical for the hon. gentle­
man to say that the sugar industry can carry 
on satisfactorily undPr an industrial a.ward, 
because 1 would remind hon. members that 
the sugar industrc is highly protected, anu 
that the fixed price which obtains in that 
industry is not given to the general farmer. 
A rural workers' award cannot be justified 
unless the farmer is given a fixed price for 
his commodity; and that cannot be done. 

I was astonished to see the Premier hold­
ing up his hands tl:tis morning about the 
reference to solemn pledg~s. I would ask 
hon. mcmben opposite: Where is the child­
hood c·nduwmc11t scheme th11t was promised 
by the hem. gcntl8man? I recall the state­
ment made b:: the Premier that, if tho Com­
monwealth Government did not immediately 
introclnce a childhood endowment scheme, the 
Queensland Government would do so. (Oppo i­
tion lang,hter.) 

l\Ir. KELSO: Another bunch of carrots. 
::VIr. SIZER: Further, in his policy speech 

at Cairns, the Premier stated that, if the 
Govornn1ont wero again returned to power, 
there would be e>tabli,hod a Bal'l·on Falls 
hydro-electric scheme. which he considered 
would be an econom·ic: l solL1tion vf all th0 
trouble. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~\CRICcLTuRE: \Yho so.id 
that? 

:\lr. SI7,ER: The Premier. 
The SECRI~TABY FOR ~\\.RICL'LTLHE: ?\ othing 

of the kind. 

~\Ir. SIZE.R: In hi policy speech, clP1ivered 
't Cairns in 1926, the Premier said~-

" I ::nn con\'ir~c.~cl that great cronoinic 
aclvania;;c-, will accrn0 frorn the proposed 
harnessing of 1lw Bn1-ro;l F<l 11<;;. and a 
similar development ot the Tull \' F<tlls. 
ThR Covern1nent 'xill endeaY(Ul' to bring 
thc;o ,chomu to fruition without dclav.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR ~\GiliCl!LTlJRE: That is 
'1" itc different. 

~.Ir. KEr.so: That is not a promise. (Oppo­
sition laughter.) 

Mr. SIZER: Of couree that 1s not a 
promise. I forgot that there is a question 
o[ degree in regard to Govornn1ent promisf\'3. 
I ,hall now quote what the hon. gentleman 
said at Caims on 1st April of this year-

" It was easy to say that the Barron 
Falls should be harnessed, but it was a 
l1ard thing to prove that it could be done 
1-vith success." 

Then, spr'aking at Cairns on 1st April last­
at the same place and on the sam(' subject­
the hon. gentleman said-

'' While I am Premier I will not allow 
·; ou to fall into any scheme that is not 
ii.rst class and sound." 

(Laughter.) Of l our;c;e, thoro 1,vas no election 
pending then. Before the election ho said, 
"I will do this," but after the election he 
said, " I am not going to allow you io do 
this." \Yhere are these saltworks; these 
fertiliser works which were promised in the 
policy speech? Where are the sbip-buildi~g 
yards which the Government promised uc 
their policy speech? They have been import­
ing ships and materials from other c~untries. 
\Vhcrc arc the State shipbuilding yards; 
where the tho railway workshops? Twenty 
locomotives were imported from England ! 
\Vhere are the agricultural implement worb? 
Where is the organised milk scheme? \Vhere? 
Broken promises ! Those are some of the 
solemn promises made to the pr·ople, upon 
which the Government were elected to power. 
They have broken every one of them. 

Mr. KELSO: He was talking with his. 
tongue in his cheek when he said that. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member for Bowen 
\Vas promised State iron and steel, \Yorks. 

Mr. COLLIKS: And still hor., to see them 
established. 

~1r. SIZER: He was promised Sto.bc iron 
and stool works by Mr. Theodorr>. whG said, 
"\Ye will proceed without delay." And in 
his next policy speech he ·aid, "\Yo have 
prc·pared the plans. \Ve are going on with 
them. We have selected the site." That 
was all quite true; but the hon. member for 
Bow en is still \\ aiting for his iron and steel 
work •. The hon. member. like so many 
members of his party, is up in the clouds. 
Ho YYill come to earth some dav. But there 
is one thing about it all-there· aro member• 
of that party who unquestionably wish to 
carry out ih.at programme. They belieno 
in it. The hon. member for Bo\Yen believes 
in those thing;. He believed at the time the 
GoYernnwnt came into power that the Govern­
rnent \voulcl carry out their policy. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
undn tho Standing Orders. 

Mr. CLAYT0::"-1 (1ridc Bay) : I beg to 
illO\'C-

" That the hon. member for Sa11dgate 
he granted an ('xtension of tinu~ to, 
eno ble him to complPtc hi• speech."' 

The SPEAKE.R: L it the pleasure of the 
House thnt the hon. member for Sandgate 
lw gTantod an extension of time to enable 
hirn to cmnplcte his ~pet -:h? 

HoxOFRABLE :lfE'\1BER~: Hear, hear! 
l\Ir. SIZER: I thank hon. members verr 

rnuch for t.hei1· conrtcsv in allowing rne to 
~nntir1ue my spcE:'ch. The hon. rncn1ber for 
J\Lu··-b()rotu::h was onl" of those rnernbors who 
bclicYcd thoso things. H0 believed that, 

JJlr. Sizer.l 
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if the Labour Party got control, they 
vmuld give all the work in Queensland; 
that thev wOL;ld never send overseas for 
material; that they would build these new 
works and keep the people employed; and 
that they "·ould introduce State enterprises. 
But he has been deluded, and he ha, 
attempted and is attempting to keep the 
fiovcrnrnent t.;_p to their responsibilities. 
With what result? Ho is to be put to a 
t>lebiecitc. (Laughter.) It may be the voice 
of J a cob, but bd1ind it I can see the hand 
of Es u. That is the penalty paid for 
hom•,ty of purpose. Other members of the 
party "·ha have been attempting to keep the 
GovPn1n1ent up t{) their rc.,ponsibility are 
not f>Ut of the woo·d yet. It seems to me that 
the on! v remit of honesty of purpose in the 
rank, ~f Labour and of trying to keep the 
Government up to what they )1romisecl the 
people is the penalty of political .death. 
That seems to me to be the only crime of 
which the hon. member for Maryborough is 
guilty. He has given support to the Govern­
nwnt on every occ:1sion; other hon. rnembers 
onposito have· supported the Government, who 
liave misletl the people with regard to the 
things they promised them. Hon. members 
<·pposite 011pportcd the hon. member for 
Bowen in regard tD thP proposed iron and 
steel works at Bowcn, also the hon. member 
for Fitzrov and other members in their 
requests, a~d, becaus(~ the Govern1nent havo 
fallen clown on it, the hon. member for 
:\Iaryhorough is to be cast aside. That is 
tho reward of loyalty in the ranks of Labour. 
lt show' lhc penalty suffered on the oppo· 
site side of the House for having honesty 
of purpose. It is iniquitous that the Govern­
ment should delude people on those lines. 
I much prefer the outspokenne's of the hon. 
member for ::\laryborough. the hen. member 
for Fitzroy, and other hon. members. I 
do not agree \Yith their economics 01: their 
politics; Lut they believe in them, and 
n,ttempt to carry them out; I prefer those 
hon. members to the leaders of a Govern­
ment who tell the people one thing and do 
0ntirely the opposite when they have the 
['ower to cany out their promise·\. Surely 
there is something clue to consistency and 
honesty of purpose. 

The Premier the other night seemed to me 
to be rather ,Jelightccl because he had dis­
covered what he called the balance-sheet of 
this party. If he has no better case than 
the balance-sheet which he· read the other 
night, I do not think he ha,s much to talk 
about. I-I c said that balance sheet disclosed 
that this party got £9,000 from somewhere 
at last elecl ions. 

Mr. IIYKES: You do not deny it, do you? 
What arc you making a song about? 

Mr. Knm: Your leader made a song, and 
you j oinecl in the chorus. 

Mr. SI7:ER: Does !he hon. member realise 
that £9.0GO is only about £100 per electomte? 
Does he realise that hon. members opposite 
and the Labour Party haYe spent £100 for 
c\·cry £1 which has neon spent on this side? 
(Government clis ent.) They spent more 
money en printing pictures at the last elec­
tion than this party had to organise their 
whole campaign. I have just come upon a 
balance-sheet of the Labour Party which 
I think is of interest. It only deals with one 
branch of Labour-that is the A.W.U. They 
have a fund of £107,508. 

GovERX1IEKT J'IIKMBERS : Hear, hear! 

[Mr. Sizer. 

J'dr. SIZJ:R: Hon. members opposite say 
" Hear, hear !" How did they get it? 
By putting a poll-tax on the workers to 
provide it. Of that amount £70,888 wa1 
wrung from the workers by the raising of 
that poll-tax. Before a man has a right to 
ask for a job he has to pay his share of 
that ]eyy of £70,000 odd to keep the hon. 
gentleman's party in power and enable them 
to reduce his wages. 

[12 noon.] 
~ir. POLLOOK: That IS not true. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member knows it 
is true. 

Mr. POLLOOK: Read out the particulars. 

Mr. SIZER: " Operating costs, £45,000; 
members' fees, £70,000." The hon. member 
for Grcgory graduated from the Austral!an 
\Vorkers' Union a,nd so did the Premier. 
'l'hat is where the money goes to. Operating 
costs amounted to no less than £45,000; yet 
the hon. gentleman says, "\Ve have no 
organisers in the Labour Party! " Has :Mr. 
Joscph Silve;· Collings becDme such. a lover 
of Socialism that he works for nothmg? 

A GovERXMEc-ir MEMBER : He is a union 
organiser. 

Mr. SIZER: Every union organiser is a 
political organiser. According to this 
balance-sheet, £15,819 was paid in wages to 
organisers, and £2,870 in expenses. What 
wad done with that money? The Aus­
tralian vYorkers' Union has levie·d and spent 
£29.000 on the Labour daily newspaper. Is 
that for the good of the workers? (Opposl­
tion laughter.) It is for tho good of hon. 
members opposite. It is to put them into 
Parliament and to keep them in Parliament. 
Last year they paid an additional £4,740 to 
the Labour daily. Yet hon. members oppo· 
site sav, '' \Ve have no organisers in the 
r,abour" Party" ! They have spent £15,000 in 
wages to organisers, yet the Prom1er com­
plains of a modest contribution of £9,000 to 
this party, which, after all, \Vas voluntary. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK: 'vYhat is the difference? 

Mr. SIZER: The difference is this: I am 
not arguing that political parties have not 
to get money. Of course, they havt;; but 
t-he point is that hon. members opposite are 
conscripting it from the workers. Bofor<; a 
man can get a job he has to pay his umon 
clues, which go to a political levy to keep 
the Labour Party in power; and thousands 
of men have to pay that lovy-a conscripted 
payment-to a party they do not believe In. 
Moreover. no matter how long they may be 
out of work, thev cannot go to work untd 
they pay that le\-y. The differ.ence, thor~­
fore. is that hon. members oppostte got theu 
funds by conscription; we raise ours by 
voluntarv contribution. That is the only 
differenc.c. Bnt I sav it is a great differ­
ewe. They argue that this money is paid 
to the unions by the workers on the under­
standing that they will g:t them higher 
wages. The unions conscnpt that mono:: 
from the workers for that purpose; yet the 
Premier, in his speech the other night, told 
ns that, compared with 1814-15, £1 to-day 
is onlv worth 12s., which adually means 
that thD basic wage of £4 5s. is only equiva­
lent to ahout £2 ~10s. So the Premier's own 
statement broke down the claim of thE­
Labour Partv that it has given so much 
higher wages to the workers. (Government 
intcrj ections.) You cannot get a way from 
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it. They are not my words; they are the 
words of the Premier. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 \:V ill the hon. 
member address the Chair, and not inter­
jectors. 

"Mr. SIZER : The hon. gentleman ;aid 
that £1 to-day is only the equivalent of 12s. 
of 1914-15. and therefore the basic wage of 
£4 5s., of which hon. members opposite 
speak so much, is worth onlv £2 10s., so 
that they have not done anything for the 
"\VUTkers in that respect. 

1\.'Ir. FERRICK~:i : On your OIYn nrgunH'nL \VO 
have. 

The PHEo!IER: You will have a job to 
convince anybody on your case. 

1\Ir. SIZER: The hon. gentleman will 
have a job to c01n-ince anybody on his case. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HvNES: Tho obvious rcwlt is tlut 

v>-~ are here. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 I ask hon. 
gentlemen on rny right to refrain frotn 
interjecting and allow the hon. member for 
Sandgatc to proceed with his speech. 

l\Ir. SIZER: It is a ve,·y simple matter 
to gain the MinistNial benches \vhen the 
electorates are " gerryrnandcrcd." So far as 
politic;d funds are COliCernecl, the PremiEr 
has the matter entirc:ly in his 0\\n hands, and 
I suggest that he pass legislation this session 
n1aking it cornpulsory for a,ll political orga­
nisations to disclose their balance-sheets. 

The PRE~JIER : I am not interested in your 
balance-sheet. 

Mr. SIZER: You were very interc.;ted 
the other night. 

The Pnmmm: I "·as only--

Mr. SIZER: You were jus~ "oily." In 
the one breath the hon. gentleman claimed 
that we had received so much. and in the 
next breath told tlw Leader of the CJpposi­
twn that our people \\Oulcl not finance u,. 
He contradic-ted himself. 

The PRE)JIER: "2\o. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman coulJ 
P!', ~ the legislation I ha vc suggested pro­
vrdrng that balance-sheets of all 'Jo!itical 
funds shall be subjrut to audit 'by the 
Auditor-General. I challenge him to pass 
that legislation. If that were done, the hon. 
gcntlcmftn would realise perfectly well that 
for eve-ry £10 available to our pc,rty £100 
is a .-ailable to the Labour Party; and it 
would disclose the manner in which the 
election funds arc expended and the methods 
by which they are secured. 

The PREMIER: I don't think yo·: got that 
rnoucy. 

Mr. SIZER: The hoil. gentleman will say 
gnything to suit his case for the moment 
After· making an attack on the Leader of 
the Opposition, he now ,,avs that h<J does 
not bclicvP that Wt) ;;ot the· money. 

The PREMIEH: I am prepat"L'd to accept 
your statement that you did not get it, 
but that your organisers got it. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentlemc:n has 
shifted his ground so many times that ho 
does not knmr exartly where he stands; but 
he l;las convinced this House and the people 
generally that he is the prince of wphistry. 
l-Ie says one thing to suit one .~ rt of c:h·cum-

stances, and then another thing to suit 
another set of circumstances. "\Y o had llH 

iliustration of that the other day when h8 
informed the Mayor of Brisbane that it wa; 
not the function of a Government to collect 
taxation and permit it to be expended by 
another authority, whereas the hon. gentlr>­
man places himself in exactly the same posi­
tion as any other spending authority \Yhe11 

he acccph a contribution from the Fedcrnl 
Govcrnn1l'nt in col]ncct ion \vith the consh:uc­
tion of main roads. On the occasion that 
the rnayor -waited on the PretLicr, it did not 
suit the Premier to mention the grant from 
the Commonwealth. vVith him it is a Yery 
diff~:rent argun1fmt when he receiYes the 
money to be expended by his Government. 
The hon. gentleman has proved himself a 
typical Shylock tax-gatherer, flncl, if over a 
llew Shakcspf'~ro vycre looldng for a, n~w 
character of Shylock, I an~ sure tho Lcadel" 
of the Government could well fill the role. 
and outshine the Shylock of old. 

The hon. gentleman has also est a blishcd 
himself as a \\Onderful Vicar of Bray. When 
he is among·st the elite of the comrnunity­
the wealthy members of this communit_y-he 
spea.ks on t:!, higher plane, ancl tells t.hent 
exactly •vhat they want to lmoVl-that they 
will have this, and tlurt they will have that. 
When he is talking to the workers, he talks 
in quite another way. He sa,) 3 to them, 
''You must have this. I a1n anxious to do 
this for you. If you only return me, all in 
tho garden will be lovely." \Ve hrt\'e all seen 
what has happened since he was returned to 
power. Be hos done nothing. In one breath 
ho talks about goi11g to do this and that, and 
clean up the " Red " elcLH~nt, and then 
eJmost immediately afterwa.cds he signs thg 
~ame pledge ri:Fs the.'' Red' elem·ent sig_ns. 
He w \s very 1ntere8bng when he wa'3 tell~n~ 
ns that it was no use hon. members saymg 
that thev woro not learning-that they were 
all learning. If his education is going to be 
so slow, and is going to cost so much -over 
£1.000,000-to teach him that ton and ten 
make twenty and that JO cwL. and 10 cwt. 
make a ton, I an1 int~Jined to think that 
before he learns the rules of simple diYision 
v~·e shall all bo finan~iallv en1barrasscd and 
Queensland will be suffci·ing fron, a much 
more sm·ions depression than at pre,>cnt. He 
seemed to me the other night to be airing 
some new-found knowledge and adopting tho 
rule of a budding professor of economic.i 
because he had discoYered that two and tw.J 
m:1ke four After his Government have 
extracted £34,000,000 from the people, the 
hen. gentleman has developed a broad stab:,_ 
manlik<:, yiew, and has discon'red that 20 
cwt. make a ton. Surely that is a discovery: 
of son1n n1agnitude ! 

Ir1 attempting· to d ,a] wrth unemployment, 
the hon. gentleman has led the people into, 
the wilderness, and has now adopted another 
role of 1foscs, nnd is going to lea,·o them 
there. (Government laughter.) That is 
typic>Ll of him. If you, l\1r. Speaker, have 
read the story of Moses, you wrll know how 
typical his end was of that of the hon. g(·ntle­
man. Moses led the people into the wilder­
ness. died in the wilderness. and his bones 
were buried in the wilderness. The Premier 
is going to meet the selfsame fate as did the 
}foses of old. (Governmen~ laughter.) . 

There is vet one other role which the Pre­
mier fits. lie unquestionably fills the role '?f 
the Pooh-Bah of the Labour Party. He rs 
apparently the Jock, shrck. and ba~·rcl of thf) 
p:nty. At the Townsvrllc Conventron he had 
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a packed jury. Ho was the prosecutor, the 
ddcnder, and the jury, while the hon. m0m­
her for Gregory was the coroner. (Go­
vcrnrncnt lnuchter.) They finished up by 
?.cquiLing the pri,,oncr to tho accornpaniinBHt 
of rounds of applause. It is interesting to 
note that tlhc DeputT Leader of the Govern­
mcm was also present supporting the Premier 
-not as the accredited reprcscntati·re of his 
own electorate. but of ccnothcr electorate 
which could nOt set ure a repr< ;;entative to 
n1ake the trip. 

I Bay that the Premier has not produud 
oJ,e argument which will uphold the polic·.· 
of the UoYcrnn1ent or ''hi eh has shaken the 
amendni.ont of the Lcada of the Oppusitiou. 
His Gowrnmertt have failed to live up L> 
their promisee, and have no solution to offer 
for the ·difficulty the State finds itself in. 
Therefore, they need to be pass•_d out of office 
at tho earliest opportunit-y. 

OrrosrTIOX ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. l'E.'..SE (Hcrbrrt): I am oure we have 
all been amnscd at th•c speech of the hon. 
member for Sandgate. It is the firet time 
since I entered this House that I have heard 
the Premier at the commencement of a speech 
·called ·' :\1ussolini'' and then at its conclusion 
likoncJ unto i\loses. 

It is vorv difiicult indeed to understand the 
logic of tile Leader of the Opposition. The 
hon. gentleman's no confidnnco motion is 
based upon unemployment and bad finance; 
but these two questions arc answered by the 
performances of the Government, who have 
shown that Queensland has the lowest per­
centage of unemployment, and is the only 
State in tl1c Commornvealih to show a surplus. 

I am pleased to notice thatfrthe Leader of 
the Opposition is in his seat, because I wish 
to rcfC'r to some of the statements \Yhich he 
made on the hustings during his recent tour 
of ~orth ('mcnsland. The hou. gentleman 
spoke at. J'dalanda with reference to the new 
.raihvay vvorkshops at Cairn_,, and, according 
to the r··port appearing in the Cairns ''Post" 
-T;:,·hich, by tho 'vay, is an anti-Labour 
publication-he said-· 

;, The new rajlway carriage shed at 
Cn.irns was being erected with i1nported 
(Jrcgon pine." 

\Vhen the Premier waR ~peaking the other 
evening, the Loader of the Opposition said 
that he did not refer to tho workshops at 
Cnirns, but to the /;orkshops at Marerba. 
Now, 1Ir. Crowther, the gc lAral manager of 
the Northern Division of the Railways 
Department. was told of the statement mado 
by the Leader of the Opposition, and later 
he issued an offi-cial stater,-;_cnt to the effect 
that the hon. gentleman's rem>trks were 
ontiroly without foundation-th>tt the onlv 
timber used in the railway workshops a't 
Cairns v a, local timber. My point is that 
the Leader of the Opposition, when he found 
that his sbtement >vas incorrect, should have 
made a publi~ explanation to that effect. 
As the Premier pointed out, the hon. gentle­
man is too prone to accept an:: statement 
made to him. The hon. gentieman goes 
North, and on the public platform makes a 
statement which he has taken no trouble to 
veri£:,·. and which is made with the object of 
discrediting the Government. 

I wish ~o deal further with the timber 
<1uestion, br-,;ause the North is a largo timber 
area and the timber in-dustry has been lan­
·guishing lately. That ,tato of affairs is not 

[Mr. !::Hzer. 

dnc to any fault of this party, bnt, as I shall 
1n·occ od to show, to the Brucc-Page Govern­
m<mt. As a matter of fact, the timber 
intorec.(s of the whole of QueensLm<l 
''lmroached the F< dcral Government to re vis" 
tn8 tirnber tariff. The lac;t revi'lion was 
J.:.:.._!.adc 1n 1~21, and, after a confercnu:-, tho 
timber intc rests asked the Federal Govern­
ment to inerenee the duty, >Yhich was totally 
inadequate to prevent timber from con1ing in 
from other countries. The amount of timber 
importnd into Austtalia in 1926 amounted to 
a value of £5.250,000; that is to say, that 
amonnt of money went over,eas for tho pur­
chase, of timLor. That is a dead loss. and, 
considered in conjunction \vith the 'losses 
pointed out by tho Premier the other eveninf2:. 
when ne referred to motor cars and petrol. 
is very s- rions. It was the duty of the 
Federal Government to sec that tlie 
£5.25D,OOO, or as much of it as possible, was 
rctccincd in Australia. T;nfortunately, they 
fell d01m on their job. I intend to quote 
the remarks of 11r. :Scullin, the Leader of 
the 0J'nosition in the Federal Parliament, 
v ho, f'Oi'tunat- ly for us, foilowod the Lo,1dc~ 
of th(~ Opp.o:-ition hero in vi~iting Korth 
(,'neensland. First of all, I \vould a;;-3uro the 
Loader of the Opposition that }lr. Scullin 
considered that· the hon. gentleman was ,, 
champion at n1aking 1Tii6~tf'_tmncnts. :!'\'fr. 
Sculiin dealt with this matter. He said that 
the timber interests had asked for an increase 
in the tariff duty of 4s. per lOO ft., and 
that, after a good deal of delay, the Federal 
Government dealt >Yith the matter. \V e must 
renlise that the trade know what they are 
~peakiug about. It ¥vas not political. The 
trad"' 1nct and djscussf.ld the matter, and 
0" entually asked for that protection. \Vhat 
<ii-d theJ get'! They ,;ot an incroa"e of a 
little over ls. per 100 ft.-practically only 
one-fourth of what !hey ~sked-and the point 
:\Ir. Scullin made on the hustin!;S was that 
!bey oniy got that inerease b;c the aid of 
the Federal Labour Partv. The friends of 
the Opposition in the Federal Parliament­
the members of the Country Party-voted 
gain"t this increase of duty. That is what 

I waut to bring under the notice of the 
Leader of the Opposition-that his own pm·ty 
in the Federal House would not support the 
timber industry and voted against an increa~e 
in the tariff to protect the industry, and tho 
pl'Otcction was only granted by the vote of 
the Federal Lc~bonr Party. ~Ir. Scull in 
Jrovo that home at Malanda, right in thn 
!•nart of the timber industry, by showing 
1 he people "t Malanda that not only was J\.1r. 
]\.ioore making mistakes but that his own 
friends were· responsible for not giving 
greater protection to the industry. Thanks 
can he given to the Federal Labour Party 
for what-ever protection is given to the timber 
industry in Australia. to-day. 

But that is not all. The Leader of the 
Opposition in hi_, speech was inclined to 
sneer at the Railway Department for having 
used imported timber, but in the North 
the people who are de,Jing in imported 
timber ha,-e complained again and again of 
the Railway Department increasing rail­
\Vav freight• on imported timber. The rate 
of 'railage on Queensland timber from the 
Tableland to Cairns does not pay the Rail­
way Department, and. when the department 
saw that imported timber was getting a hold, 
it. got busy aHd incrPas~-,d the rates on this 
imported timber. 'rhat is the protection 
which the Railway Department gives to the 
timb<•r industry in Queensland by seeing to 
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it tlnt the people "·ho use imported timber 
tJUY incrc ased railage on that timber. I 
have here a circular from the people who 
are dca1ing in that timber pointing out that 
the Railw:-ty Dcparhnent lnu; incrc~tsed the 
freig-hts on imported timber. That is quite 
right, because it is the clut} of the depart­
ment to pro1·~ct local industry. 

The other da.; I happened to be over at the 
dry dock, in South Brisbane. r.nd I saw the 
Cairns dredge there. 'l'hat dredge was pur­
chased wlwn the hon. member for \Vvnnum 
,., a,. Trbtsurcr. I wa.s a member of the 'Cairns 
Harbour Board at ono time, and I want to 
teli members of this House that the C~irns 
dredge was bought in Germany. I happened 
to dig up an old circular, which states that 
in 1911 two dredges were required in Queens­
land. Tendon were not called, but seven 
flrms wore asked .to quote. QHotations were 
received from Gcrma.ny, and the resnlt waF. 
that £45,800 was paid to Germany for the 
Cairn' dredge, and tenders were not invited 
in Australia. I am ju"t quoting that to show 
what woHld happen if members of the Opposi­
tion got back into power. Tho:~ are telling 
the people of Queensland that they deplore 
the fact that the Gover'lmcnt of this State 
got some locon1otives built overseas at a tin1e 
when they were not able to get them built 
here. _\t the time Walkers Limited and 
many of the Queensland f1rrns were working 
full time. bccaHse the Government had 
already given them orders for material. 
They were not able to take those other 
orders. and the result was thnt, on account of 
incr0aoing traffic, the Government had to get 
the loco1n'otives from ovc-rBeas. I have 
referred to the time when the Opposition 
Wf're in po-..Ycr. The only \Vay \VC can jurlgc 
as to what they will do in the future is by 
seeing what the" did when they were in 
power. ·when the:.· \Yere in power they got 
those dredges built in UNmany, and did not 
lnvitc tPnd01~ in A11str:' 1ia. If that is what. 
thcv did when in nower before. thev will do 
the· same thing if 'they get back into power. 
The T'ully c .1gar-n1ill is an inc-tancr- of a bi~ 
sugar-mill jnvo1vlng a large ~unount of 
monev. Th1s Governn1cnt ( alled tP~:1der'3 frorn 
all o\·er the world. \Yhcn the· tenders werP 
received. it \Vas found th<tt sonll~ of the ovC'1'­
seas tcndcr£r~ were n1uC'h Lllrapcr than 
·walkers Limited. The Government decided 
that the monc·y should be retained in C)ueens­
iand, and, althou.,h it nwaut a much heavier 
expen,e. let the contract go to \Yalkers 
Limltnd. No finer con1plirtlfT1t '\as ever paid 
to Queensland by any Go1·et·nmcnt. \Yhen 
Walkers Limited were ad, i ;ed that the whole 
of the tender \va.s to go to Qunensland. which 
1neant a Year's work for t<Orne hnndrcdR of 
workmen.' they calkd a holidu:. in Mary· 
borough. had the band ,1ut aml the town 
heflag·gcd because the l~overmnent had stood 
up to their obligations in the mdtcr. 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhat an" they doing to-day? 
Mr. PEASE: The Qucenshnd Government 

want locomotives to-day. and they have 
:.:,ivc~l a preference of 1warl5~ 8 per cent 
to Queensland firms. \Ye have done 
that. and we see exactlv what would 
1.appcn if this party doe>( not get back 
to power agai". It was the party opposite 
whic,h denied the limber inclustr~· the right of 
protection-the party which is responsible in 
the Federal Parliament for bringing in out­
side timber to the extent of £5,000,000 every 
year. \Vhen hon. membcm opposite were in 
)lOWer they did not call for tenders, but asked 
people to quote. As a member of the Cairns 

Harbour Board, I know that the dredge was 
a disgraceful piece of work; many of tho 
bolts in it were dummies. One of the 
eng-ineers told rne la.st week tbat even now 
w!{en the dredge comes down for overhaul 
tlwc find dummv bolts in it. That is the sort 
of thing the Opposition stand for. 

I know of another matter in which the 
Federal Government have neglected to stand 
up to their oblig:>tiona in connection with 
rnachincrv made in Austrrt.lia. I have here 
a ciroulat: from Thompso11 and Company, who 
make road rollers. They appealed to the 
Fedora! Government to increase the tariff, 
pointing oHt that they had 500 men constantly 
emplos ed to meet Australian requirements, 
but the Federal Goyernmont would not g1ve 
them tariff protection. I, as a young man, 
sold tobacco grown aud cured in Queensland 
at a f;,ctory established by Burt and Com­
pany. .\good deal of it was sold in B:isbane. 
The Federal Government would not g1ve pro­
tection to the tobacco industrv, and it wont 
out of existnnce. I quoted on c•ne occasion 
the remarks of Mr. Burt. the managing 
director of the firm, who s!tid that the tobacco 
industry would go out of existenc;l in Queens­
land. dHe to lack of support \,., the Federal 
Government. 

i\Ir. KELSO: \Vhat did the Federal Labonr 
Party do? 

Mr. PEASE: I consider that, as far as 
the Herbert is concerned, !\fr. Scullin's visit 
to mv electorate and his exposure of the 
Country Party's betrayal of tho people of 
Queensland is going to win the Herbert c~at 
back for Labour. 

I am now going to deal with unemploy­
ment. The Lo<1der of the Opposition alm 
went Korth, and threw about his remarks 
tl;at thousands of people were out of work. 
He said 11,000 were out of \\Ork in Brisbane. 
;n.J in Mackay be stated that only 50 per 
fent. of the labour offering was absorbed. 

:\1r. Scnllin followed 1\Ir. Moore. fortu­
natelv. and he did not want any hcar .. ay 
C'Yido'ncc. as he himself had Yisited Brisb..Jw. 

I met him in the North. and he 
r12.:0 p.m.] said. "I have heard a gcod. d .. ea! 

about vour State. I am satlslien 
1 hat it is more t)rospc·rons than I thought 
it 'vr~s. I have seen in the papers that the 
L'·acler of the Opposition has been decrying 
hmt· State .. and pointing out that th,.re arc 
thoP>allds of m:.•mplo:-;ed. I have failed to 
scp them.'" (Opposition laughter.) 

An 0PPOSITIOX 1\TF.)IBER: Of coHrse. 

:\Ir. PEASE: Mr. Scullin got the figurPs 
from the Commonw0alth Statistician-a man 
who knmn his job-so that he would be 
o bsolutely correct. Ho was not liko the 
Loader of the Opposition, who listens to 
gossip. Gnd giYes it on the husting~ as 
cstablic.Jwd facts. :Mr. Scullin quoted these 
figures in response to his inquiry from the 
Commonwealth Statistician. r:iving the per­
centage of unemployed in th .. various States 
for the flrst quarter of 1928-

South Australia 
"Victoria 
Nc•.v South 'Wales 
Tasmania 
\V est ern Australia 
Queensland 

Per cont. 
16.1 
12.2 
10.9 
10.7 
9.5 
7.1" 

And M-r. Scullin concluded his quotation by 
,3aying, " So Queensland ha~ fe,. ·er unt:'m-
1olo} ed than any other State m Australia." 

.Mr'. Pease.] 
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The Leader of the Opposition, when speak­
ing on this unemployrnent question, said 
that the unemployment was due to unwise 
I egisla tion. 

0PPOSI'l'10:-i 1\lEoiBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PEASE: Hon. members opposite 
endorse the stntement. If that is so, and 
we are to arrive at a conclusion on this want 
of confidence motion along sound lines, tlwy 
,must corne over here and vote \Vith us, 
because this Goverument, with the · lowest 
unemployment figures in Australia, must 
'"ortainly be credited with the wisest legis­
lation. 

GovER!OIEXT ME£IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PEASE: Everybod:.· naturally is 
wrry for unemployment. There is no maa 
for whom I have more pity than the ll'an 
who has no job; and I realise that every 
member of this ya.rty is out to try to relicvo 
unemployment m Queensland. "\nrl we lmvo 
done something. I heard J\1r. Scullin, i.1 
Townsville, praising this Governmen~ for 
having done something tangible in the 
Gncmployed \Vorlrers Insurance .Act. YL't 
hon. members opposite called it rho 
"''Loafers' Paradise Act." Thev did 1:ct 
1, ant it. If this Government bro-~ght down 
any n1casuro to relieve unPnlployment which 
took something out of the pockeb of the 
people they represent, they would rot w,tnt 
it. \V c stand for doing things, Lut uny 
measure which is brought in to Telicn' the 
worker under which the monev has to come 
out of the pockets of the peor)lo they repre­
,ent is howled at by hon. members opposite. 
Lot me rema-rk here that onn of the 
::-\" orthern papers, co1nmentjng on thr Leacl2r 
nf the Opposition. said, " Mr. Moore's 
figures and facts astonished the gathering." 
I can assure you that they did. (Government 
laughter.) I could base the whole of my 
,pcech on the misstatements which the 
Lcarler of the Opposition made in North 
Qneonsland and other places on the hustings. 
Thev were corrected, but he was not man 
<'nmigh to acknowledge his mistake, ·~,-,,n 
'\vhcn it was pointed out to him that he wac 
damaging Queensland when he said that 1he 
Queensland Railways were using imported 
timber. They were not. I say that a 
member of this party who goes out on the 
hustings and makes a mi,take is m:an enough 
to correct himself when it is pointed ont 
to him; but evidently tho Leader of the 
Opposition is not, and I am satisfied that 
when he goes to North Queensland again­
if he does-the people will say to him on 
this timber matter, " Whv did not vour 
party get behind tll.e poo)}le who wa'ntcd 
increased protection, and why was it Jolt to 
the Labour Partv to secure that measure of 
benefit for the timber industry of Queens­
land?" 

l\Ir. KELSO: You ought to got the other 
,,ide. 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for Sand­
l.iate has a motion on the paper before us. 
I tried to get something from his spcec!1 to 
reply to. It was a facetious speech -certainly 
very amusing-but thoro was very little in 
it that anybody could rpp]y to. so I am 
going to stick to what he has placed before 
the House, evidentlv after consideration. He 
mgge,ts a conference of representatives of 
employers and employees with the object 
of increasing wealth production and lessen­
ing· taxation. The p1·oblem confronting 
Queensland to-day is not how to increase 
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production. How absurd it is for a member 
of the Opposition to ad,-ocate increased pro­
duction when, in the big sugar industry, his 
party and the people controlling the industr;..· 
arc urging restricted production. If Q.ueens­
land were to launch out with a gigantic 
scheme of increaeoed production in the sugar 
industry, e could employ hundreds of thou· 
sands of people from Maokay to Cairns. 
\Yhy do we not do so' Because we ha ye 
not the markets for our sugar. There arc 
many nations with millions of people to-day 
~equiring sugar, but who are unable to buy 
It because they have not the money. Like 
the late lamented Mr. Gilli<:s, I always claim 
that there is no such thing as over-produ<:· 
tion, but under-consumption. If we could 
market oycrseas all the sugar that we could 
produce in Queensland, and establish a 
market amongst the teeming millions of 
India and the East-people who never see 
sugar-the unemployment problem would be 
solved. It is a problem, the cause; of which 
are far deeper than are imagined by the hon. 
member for Sandgate. To-day the Southern 
centres are selling maize under the cost of 
production. ~Why' Simply bccan'·e then; 
are no markpts. 

If there wore no stabilisation scheme with 
respect to butter, in respect of which the 
people arc taxed to meet any loss on the 
exported article, the butter industry would 
bC' in the sa,ne position. rrhc san1e remarks 
apply to the meat industrv. \V e could pro· 
duce the total meat requirements of the 
world, and the same can be said of other 
commodities, but we haye not the market~. 
It is not a question of production, it is a 
question of markets. If that could be soh·ed, 
then the unemployment problem could be 
solved. 

I, with other hon. memLers on this side. 
honestly endeavour to do my best to deal 
with the unemployment question. It is the 
biggest problem we have to face, and I know 
that e\·ery hon. m~rnber in this party is try­
ing to face it; but the Opposition are con­
cerned only about making political capital. 
Their troubles about the unemployed! I shall 
point out ono way in which the Opposition 
can do something to alleviate the distress of 
unemployment. I have viewed the shop 
windov,s and the trade displays in Brisbanc­
as well as in other cities in Queensland, and 
I find displayed for sale imported biscait·. 
imported confectionery, imported canned 
goods, imported jams and pickles, and 
imported hats and clothing. 'rhere is not 
one itmn thcr; vd!ich is not made in Queens­
land, or perhaps Australia, and better thall 
the imported article, yet the tra-despeople 
tell me that they cannot sell the local artic!P. 
'rho price of the Australian article is not 
clearer-in fact, it is cheaper and the quality 
hotter. ·why c.hould we import biscuits intp 
Queensland? \Vhy should we import any 
kind of foodstuff • A big American concern 
toured Queensland CJUite recently displaying· 
bY films the method of producing ca.nned 
gOods in Ameriea, and the.)' weto rushed by 
the trade, who bought thousands of pounds 
worth of such good to be dumped mto 
Queensland and consumed to the detriment of 
our local commoditv. That is where rlw 
Opposition can got busy. 

Mr. KING: What are you doing? 

Mr. PEASE: Evervwhne in Queensland 
when an opportunity· presents itself, I say 
what I am saving here to-clay. I am a ·king 
the people o{ Queensland from the hustings 
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to support Queensland and Australian-madc 
articles in preference to all others; and it 
is for the Opposition to do likewise. You 
cannot tell me that the man on the basic 
wage buys imported biscuits at a clearer 
price. Ho cannot do it. It takes him all his 
time to buy the bare r>ecc,·,aries of life. 
That is not his fault. I noticed a local 
firm advertising an Australian-madc hat at 
25s., whilst the American Stetson is quoted 
at 55s. Who buys a Stetson ha i? ~ ot the 
toiler. The supporters of the Opposition are 
the people who can do ,_,omcthing, because 
they are the class >Yho buy thue things. 
Who demands the imported goods 1 \Yho 
demands high-priced pickles, condiments, 
and canned goods? ~ot the worker. There 
rs a- policy which, if carried out. would 
bring immense ,relief to industry in this 
State. Just look at what it means! In 
order to show its effect, I want to develop 
my argument in regard to Stetson hds. 
The fl:iends of the Opposition pay 55s. for 
Stetson hats, and, except for the duty paid 
and the profit which the storekeeper makes, 
the whole of the money goes out of Aus­
tralia. Every penny of the 25s. paid for an 
Australian hat stops here. If the hon. mem­
ber for Sandgate and his friends got busy in 
that respect-and I know something about 
the business-thev would find a cure for 
the depression ir'i industr:L ::\ c>Yer in the 
history of Queensland have I seen more 
imported goods displayed than are displayed 
throughout its length and breadth at the 
prec'ent time. \Vhy? Bee a use the Bruce· 
rage Governn1Cllt arc an inlporters' Goycrn­
ment. I showed hon. mC'mbers on th<' other 
side how their policy was affecting· the tim­
ber industrv. Their trouble about the 
industry he1-e ! They arE' out to protect 
their friends who make the profits out of 
imports. The friends of my fr1encls opposite 
have in the past. when th<'y knei\ increased 
duties wore to be impo-ed, imported three 
or f'.'ur times the qu>tntity of goods usually 
reqUired. The hon. member for Sandgate 
stated that the trade returns do not reflect 
the trade returns of Que<'nslancl. As he 
said, goods are importNl into Sydney and 
Melbourne, and then gradually filterEd 
through to Queensland. If the seventy-two 
hon. mcn1bers jn this Hou::;c and ('Ycrv n1em· 
bcr of the community were to use and advo· 
cate the use of Australian articles, we would 
all be surpri,ecl at what it would mean. 
I charge the Bruce-Pagc Government with 
being responsible for the pre'-ent position. 
Thev arc the friends of the importer, whose 
onlY' salvation lies in impmtcd goods. What 
is thq head of the Bruce-Pago GoYernment? 
Is he not the head of one of the greatest 
importing ftrms in Australia' 

Mr. KING: You know that is not true. 

Mr. KEL~O: You know he has not a share 
in the bucinos,. 

Mr. PEASE: The Hruce-Page Govern­
ment stands for the importer, and that is 
why the trade in Queensland and the other 
States is falling a" ay. The hon. member 
for Sandgate, with his tongue in his cheek, 
talks about what thev do for tho manufac­
tl!rer. His party ancC the Federal P~rty are 
the very people who ard destroymg tho 
manufacturer. Thev have no sympathy for 
him. Look how tbey have destroyed the 
tobacco. timber, and other indu.ctries. All 
their thoug-hts· are for ilw importer. The 
chid trouble of the manufacturer in Queens­
land is geographical. }] is trouble is to get 

a. market for his goods. In this rr'lpcet I 
have only to quote that the freight charged 
by the steamship companies betv.-eon Sydney 
and Melbourne is lls. per ton, while from 
Brisbane to Sydney it is 22s., and from Bris­
bane to Melbourne 33s. per ton. How can 
any manufacturer in Queensland compete 
with the other State, in the face of that 
fact? He cannot do it. There is a tax on 
him. The tax imposed on him by the 
wealthy shipping ring is a 100 per cent. 
increase on the cost of the ca,rriage of his 
goods to Sydney, and the cost to :Melbourne 
is three time< as great as it is from Sydney 
to 1ielbourne. 

Mr. KELSO: Taxation is too high m 
QueC'nsland. 

Mr. PEASE: I am glad my friend has 
made that interjection. Every hon. member 
of the Opposition has so far evaded this 
question. Taxation is only paid on profits, 
and if ev<'ry manufacturer made no prof-its, 
he ~voulcl pay no tax. A manufacturer in 
Queensland making a profit not higher than 
6 per cent. ]Mys a rate of tax lower than 
is paid in any other State in Australia. I 
have ftgures here which were quoted by the 
Hon. Mr. Angliss, one of the g,reatest busi­
ness m<'n in Australia, and a member of the 
Upper House in Victoria. I have quoted 
the figures before, but I am going to repeat 
them so that I may drive home the incorrect­
noes of the statement that we are taxing 
men out of business. Mr. Angliss is well 
known to Iron. members opposite. 

In compnring the income tax schedule of 
Victoria with that of New S0uth \\ales 
and Queensland, Mr. Angliss shows that 
taxation on a factory with profits of £9,500 
the Queensland schedule is £299less than that 
of New South Wit lee, and £367 less than that 
uf Victoria. .1\lr. ~1errick, another member 
0! the Upp<'I' House in Victoria, showed th~t . 
1he ta.'<ation of manufacturers m Vwtorra 
averages from 14 per cent. to 15 per cent., 
whereas the Queensland figures show an aver­
nge nf 11..35 per cent. I have been interest.ed 
to ascertain what section of the commumty 
felt the effects of the drought to the greatest 
''x>nt, and for the purpose of my inve:;ti­
galioF I h.-,,-o compared the figures supphed 
bv tbP Con1n1i~:-:ionor of Taxes for t\vo years--
1925-26 and 1926-27. After all, the best 
method of computing the income of the 
people is to t:dw the figures which ha:ve_ been 
submitted to the Income Tax Commrssroncl'. 
.According t0 the official returns, the incomes 
of manufacturers in Queensland for the year 
19~b-27 increased to a greater extent than 
that of any other section of the community. 

Mr. KELSO: ·what does the Commissioner 
c·f Taxt.~ incJude? 

M:r. PEASE : You ask the Commissioner; 
Le will tell you. 

Mr. G. P. BAR.~ES: Profits from the sugar 
industry are included in that. 

;\1r. PEASE: Hon. members opposite seem 
to think that one of our greatest industries 
should not be includ0d. The figures also 
show that, compared with 1925-26, the gross 
i11ron1e of Qncenslnnd 1nanufacturcrs in 1926-
27 showed an increase of £2,'780,710. Yet 
thA hon. member for Sandgate says that we 
lun·e done nothing for the manufacturer, and 
that the latter is in a bad way. 

Another pwasing feature in the ~ncome tax 
figures is tho :'act that tho rncomo of 
employees hns aho incn rrsed. That sho .-s 
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that und0r the legi,;lation of this Govern­
ment both manufacturers and employees are 
benefiting. For the year 1926-27, the income~ 
oi employees increased by over £2,000,0nO 
as compared with the previous year. My 
point is that, under the system of taxation 
followed by the Government, first the manu­
facturers and then the employees benefit; 
that is to say, as a Government we have 
functioned for the people who have sent us 
here. \Ve have. on tho one hand, increased 
tho incorno of manuL1cturers, and wo have 
functioll·Jd so that anv increased benefits in 
\Yagc, have gone to tl1e people ye represent. 
T'hc incrca,_,ed incmncs are 2.061 per cent. and 
4.607 per cent. in tlw case of manufacturers 
and mnployor,'l respectively. 

J\11'. KELSO: How much have th,•y increaseJ 
in the South'? 

1\fr. FEASt~: 'flwy have not increas0d in 
that ratio. 

I want to deal now with an interjection 
made by the hon. member for Toowong, who. 
by interjection the other evening, stated 
that public opinion was behind the Federal 
Government in their handling of finance. The 
Premier h~cs pointed out, and rightly so, 
that he was proud of the fact that the Queem. 
land Gov,crnmcnt had squared the ledger 
despite the depressed times and the diffi­
culties with which the7 had to contend. The 
Opposition cannot detract from that position, 

Mr. KELSO: How did you do it'? 

Mr. PEASE: By wise legislation; by pro­
tecting the primary producer against the 
oppression of the middleman. I know very 
well that the Government have protected the 
manufacturers and the prcducers against th•• 
impositions of the gentlemen represented hy 
hon. members opposite. The Govermnenr 
have ··timulatecl production. That is the real 
factor behind the surplus in Queoneland. 
What the Premier said is rtnite <'Orrect. I 
have proved that increased incomes have 
been rccci ved by the manufacturers and by 
the workers. Increased prosporit)'! That is 
what has happened. In spite of the depres­
sion, and in spite of .c_hfficnlties, the Go-\·crn­
ment have legislated in that fair \V.._tv, a.nd 
that is why, of all the Governments in Aus­
tralia, we are the only Gon·nrmnnt to balance 
the ledger. It was not done by increasing 
taxation. \Ve ha\'O not increac,ocl the inci­
dence of taxation. 

Mr. H. :M. R1cSSELL: Of course. you ha.-e. 

Mr. PEASE: \Ye haw• nbt. I have pr0vcd 
that the hxation in th·' other Shtes is 
heavier on inrlustry than it js in Queen3la11<1. 

Mr. H. M. Rc:SSELL: That is not so. 

Mr. PEASE: It is eo. Qncens],md, by wise 
legislation on the part of the present Go,·crn· 
ment, hrts Eo irnproYed the earning capacity 
of the primal')' producers .md of the poopic 
generally th:~t \\ e show thic: increased Budget. 
I arn nO\V going to critici o the Budget of 
the Federal Government, and I am going to 
criticise it out of the mouth of the editor of 
t.ho Townsvillc "Bulletin," Mr. Green. The 
Leader of the Opposition knows him. ;yrr. 
GreEn i" not a member of the Labour Party, 
a.nd he i··· not a friend of the Labour Party. 
The hon. member for Toowong stated that 
public opinion was with a Federal Govern­
ment in their handling of finance. This is 
what Mr. Green says il1 a loading article on 
14th ,Tuly in dealing with Earlc Pag·e's last 
Budget. He referred tD Earle Page's Budget 
as a "Ha.rd Luck Story." I-fo sa:~7s that in 
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1901-2 the Federal Government had a revenue 
of £11.000,000 odd. That in 1918-19 it had 
incnaoed to £44.000,000, in 1925-26 to 
£72,000,000, and in 1927-28 to over £72,000,000, 
and that he sho\\·ed a deficit in that year of 
£2,642.000. The hon. member for Sandgate 
criticised the Queensland Government because 
the 'l'reasurer has shown an increased 
revenue. Yet the Federal Government~the 
same politinl party as hon. members oppo­
site, no matter how they may try to dis­
sociate thcm.-.elvcs from the Federal Govcrn­
ment~incr•·asecl the revenue from £11,000,000 
odd in 1901-2, when the Labour Party were 
in power, to over £72,000.000 last year, when 
they had a deficit of £2,642,000. Mr. Green 
says-

" EYcn tho ingt'nious Dr. Page must 
find these figures v0ry difficult to explu.in 
a\vay.'' 

I an1 n1sking that comparison because the 
hon. member for 8andgate, in his attack on 
the Go.-:,rmncnt, tried to make a point out of 
the fact that. tho revenue of Queensland had 
incrca.<ed. That \\as not fa.ir. I have com­
pared it with the FedPral increase, and I 
want to sho\1' that what the Premier inter­
jected i con·cci. The increased revenue in 
Queensland is rPfl<•ot<.•<l in every State in 
Australia and in the Commonwealth to-clay. 
The point I Wd,JJt to make is tha.t the per­
rentage increase in the ro'Venuo is not as 
high in Queensland as the Federal increase. 

J:vlr. KELSO: Of cou. se, it is not. \Vhat 
about the war~ 

::\1r. l'RASE: I repeat again what Mr. 
Green said-

•• Even the iugcni?us J)l~., Page cannot 
explain a.,-., ay these hgurcs. 

Imtead of the Opposition attempting to 
disc~·edii= this GoYernment because of 
incrC'ascd rcv('nnc and increased expenditure, 
l ·t them attack thei1· own Federal Govern­
ment. The hon. member for :\iundah said 
something about the war. In three years, after 
allo,ving for the per capita payrnet:-ts~war, 
invalid maternity, and old-age penswns~the 
Fcrkr ,'] Gocernrncnt coll(•ctecl in Queen,land 
£5.55~. 199 more than they paid a'l ay. There 
is the war! 'l'ho Federal Government, 1f 
anv "re to bl,me for the present position. 
a.~ thev collcctccl more money in Queemland 
than t"hc Stale Covcrnmcnt. In three years 
tlH' excrc.s rno110v co1lcctcd in Queensland 
b'' the Fcrl ·ra l cio,-crnment was £2 1s. 11cl. 
per capita. That is to Qav, the Federal 
Um·ernmcnt collected in Qur'ensLtnd £2 
1,. lld. pl'r ca11ita more than they paid 
away in per f'apita, lvar, Hlatcrnity, and 
invalid old-ago pen~ ions; or, in _other 
V()]'ds, thP people of Qu,ensland pa1d to 
the FPderal GovPrnmrnt £2 1s. 11d. per 
!wad more than theY received-a tax on the 
people of Qm'cil,lancl. Then take the o:·dinary 
taxation. the fi.:cures fo. which arc grven rn 
the " A T\ C "f Qucemland and Australian 
E\tatist.ic.,," which :-how tbat tlw 1vhole of the 
~lctto taxation in Queenshnd was £5 2s. 1c1. 
per capita. wherr•as the whole of the Federal 
taxation was £5 11s. 4d. per capita. If the 
Opposition say that the burden of taxation 
imposed on the l'cople of Queensland by the 
Shtte Govcmment-that i.·, £5 2s. ld. per 
capita-is too great, what have they to say 
about their (nvn Federal Govcrntnent, who 
take £51ls. 4d. per capita from Queensland'? 
Their on n Federal Gover·nmcnt take nearly 
10s. per head more from the people of Queens­
land than the State Government, who have 
all the scrYices of g-oyornn1cnt to perforn1; 
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yet. bon. members opposite say we haYe 
t'txed th,• ]Woplc too much. \Yhy do they not 
talk to their o 1·11 supporter?? \Vhy do they 
not go to their OiYO Federal Govf'l'nrnent. and 
say, ''You arc too hrud on the people of 
Que,;nsland ." Sure!;. the same argum• nt 
applic If hon. members oppo,ite say that 
.om· (ioYornment take £5 2s. ld. per hood 
from the people of Queen,.Jand, which is far 
too wuch, why do thnj· not toJk to their own 
Federal GoYernment. who take £5 lls. 4d. 
per head·: \Yhnn Earlo Page comes here, 
wh~T do they not say, " Look her~, you are 
t.f:d):111f.i too 1nu.ch money a\vay. In three year~ 
you ha,·e taken £5,500.000. What have you 
done with it?" One thing they did was to 
build a beautiful place in Canberra. Look 
at the mono_:;- thev have wasted on Royal 
Cornmi::.sions. 11he FPdcral Government of 
hon. member,; opposite arc responsible for 
this oxtraYaganco. Take the figures given 
by I\lr. G rcc'n, the editor of the Townsville 
'·Bulletin." which are a true reflex of what 
the l'•·Oplc think of the Federal Government. 
The )n·escnt lfpderal Government are the 
most extravagant we have had in the history 
of. Australia, and they will 11ot protect thP 
pnmary products of Australia because they 
ar:;:~ a 1niddle1nan's Govc i'Hlnent. 

On ZOth J unc, 1915, when the Labour 
Gon:rnrnent nune into po,ver in Queensland, 
there "-as a debt of £62,823,539, without one 
penn_,. piece to pay it back. The burden of 
interest on the people in Queensland to-day 
r<')'ll't•scnts £10 a minute night and da,·, and 
that btirdpn was left lw the then Treasurer, 
the hon. member for \V;;·nnum, and his party. 
\Ylwn the Labour Party came into power, 
the previous Government did not hand them 
a clean sheet. \Ve know that in commL rcial 
lif o \vhcn n. n1an takes over a busine"s he 
":ants a clean sheet. Hon. members oppo­
site gave us a debt of ohr £62,000,000; and 
they now ask the prc·sent Trcaollrer what he 
has done with the revenuc>. He has paid 
the interest on the debt which hon. members 
handed over. 

Thir. CL P. BARNE.::): rrhc railwavs \)81'0 
paying concerns when you ca1nc intoLpower. 

. Mr. PEASE : The nnancid difficulty to-day 
1.; caH~od bY the dcllt which hon. rrH~mbcrs 
opposite httndccl O\'Pr to us. wit.hout any 
sinking fund hrwing boon created for the 
lirptidation of the debt. 

J\Ir. G. P. RIRXES: \Yhat are you going to 
hand o ·,or'! 

Mr. PEASE: '.Yo arc going to hand over 
a sinking fund on a proper ba,.is. 

[2 run.] 
The hon. member for Sandgate sneered at 

what he temwd the academic speech of tho 
PrerniLT on the question of unemployment. 
There are mans questions of the day which 
membr··s of the Opposition are not competent 
to sy,E'ak upon, and uncmployn1ent is one of 
them. _-Anyone; can speak of unemployment, 
but It IS ah·ays ·"· pleasure to listen to any­
hody spt aking on a subject who has surveyed 
the problem properly. Nobody anywhere has 
soh·cd it. lwcause it is common to all coun­
tries of the world; but cverv member of this 
party iYas glad to hear the" Premier express 
the views he t::ld upon it. It is world-wide. 
The Go·,·ernmrnt of Queensland can no more 
stop it than could the Opposition got over 
h<,rc. Their Federal Government are in 
pov:cr in the Commonwealth Parliament; but 
what have the:; done to solve this problem? 
No Government in Australia could do more 

tc solve it than the Federal Gov.crnment. 
lion. rnombcrs opposite will say, " \Vh:>t 
rig-ht have I to speak about wbat is done 
1n the F'cdcral IIouse? " But, if a Labour 
Govcrnrncnt v; nrc in power in the Fcder~~J 
Parlian:ent. \VC would have hon. rnen1bers 
opposite~ dt n1ding up here and asking \•;hat 
they were> doing. Hon. members opposite now 
should appeal to the p<uty in power in the 
Federal arc~na to do so'ncthing to alleviate 
the PYil. This 1norning I tried to show 
one or two way·s in which alleviation might 
be brought about. First of all, better .pro­
tedion mi;· ht be gi\ en to the trades ,md 
industries of Australia., particularly ,£ 
Queensland. In this connection I want to 
quote frorn the " AuMtralian 1\1anuiacturer " 
-a trade joumal of the manufacturers of 
_\.ustralia. I nrn going to quote a leading 
article-that is. an article written bv the 
editor of that paper, who sums up all the 
opinions which arc giv8n to hin1 and puts 
them into that form, expecting it to receive 
proper support from all the manufacturers 
in P..._ustralin. }le says-

,, The world to-day is faced with grave 
probl0ms as the result of an amazing 
'-'conomic fact-namely. the destruction 
of demand by over-supply." 

I ha vo been trying to toll the hon. member 
for 3andgJtc that tho question is a question, 
not of producing more, but of finding suit­
able markets for whr,t "e can supply. The 
cdit<Jr of the "Australian l\1anufacturer" 
savs the sa.me thing. J-Ie goes on to say-

, " It is a remarkable fact that all 
nations that depend upon their exports, 
v.hethcr primary or secondary, are pass­
ing through i1ard tinws. In the United 
States of AmericfL and Australia the 
farn1ing indu~try is in a parlous plight 
because it cannot dispose of its surplus 
after supplying the home markets. Last 
year OYC'r a million pe-ople moved _off 
the land in the• United States of Amenca 
to SP<>k work in tho cities. Development 
of sr;conrlary industries in the outlying 
portion o~ the Empire is inevitable, and 
the olllY wav the Briti h can meet the 
sitnatioi1 i:-" ~ to export industries and 
capital to these Do:ninions to share in 
the b0nefi~~ of the new development tak­
Ing place. 

It is nnt merely due to tho legislation of 
Labour Gon~rnmcnts, bu1 to the r-conon1ic fact 
of the destn,ction of demand by over-supply_;_ 
and no State is more faced with that problem 
than QueeiJSland. \Ve are the greatest export­
ing- State of primary products in Australia, 
and our trouble is that we cannot get a 
satisLletory market. If we produce more 
sngar than we require, \Ve have to sell it 
overseas at ha.lf its cost. \Vith butter it is 
the same. 'I' he great thing facing primary 
prodc1cers ic to find markets. The London 
'' D •,ily Xews," in a. late issue, says-

" The total population of England on 
or near the poverty line is between 
7,000,000 and 8,000,000." 

Will the Oppositio11 say that the Govern­
ment of England are responsible for that? 
They do not ~ay that ~ecauso it is. their 
side who ,u·p m power m Great Bntam; 
but, if a Labour GoYermnent were in power 
there they would throw it across to us that 
the Government were responsible. vV e on 
this side do not blame the British Govern­
ment, because we recognise that this result 
is duo to economic facts, and to solve thc:n 

JJir. Pease.] 
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is the problem facing all Governments. Th8 
London " Daily News" goes on to say-

" The weekly figures of the Minister 
for La.bour doepon the impression that 
things are going badly with general 
trade. The coal output f01· the week 
is 500,000 tons less than tho average for 
the same period of 1927. Unemployment 
had increased in tho boot, pottery, wool, 
textile, and transport induo;:tries, and in 
conjunction with the heavy fall in rail­
way revenues this suggest~ the effect of 
the eno-rmous reduction in purchasing 
prwor in the chief industrial centres." 

That is the way the editor of that paper 
sunH it up. It is not due, then, to the 
adir n of the Government in Grc•at Britain. 
The argument used by the Opposition is that 
our Go1:ennncnt arc responsible. I would 
direct the attention of the Opposition to a 
very fine m·ticle which appeared in the 
"Daily Standard " last evening. It say3~ 

" In an article which was pnblished in 
the ' Daily StandM·d,' on Saturday last, 
::VIr. J. J: Davis, Secretary for Labour 
in the United State,, was quoted as 
saying-

' Those who complain at the scale of 
'\vages, or who discharge their workers 
without a thought, forget that our 
prosperity derives from this home 
market of ours, and that in that 
n1ark0t the n1illions of \Vage-earnors 
are by far the richest and freest 
buyer'· ! . . . If the spending power 
of the Australian wage-earner were 
r0duced, among the first to feel the 
ill eJYect would be the producers.' " 

I specially quote that article bccac1se the 
Leader o£ the Ol)positwn, when on the 
hustings in North Queensland, where he 
imagined he would be free from the press 
and could speak as he liked, dealt with ;,,eh 
\V ages. 

cdr. ::vloORE: \Vhat did I say? 

:'\clr. PEASE: You said that the 'm,s·cs 
were too high. 

The SPi'.AKER: Order! 
:C.lr. ::\IooHE: I did not say anything of thfl 

sort. 
:'\lr. PEASE: You said that the ·.vages 

were loo high, and that you required a 
better return. 

The SPE.',KER : Order ! 
:\fr. MoORE: A better ·return~that is " 

Yery different thing. 

Mr. PEASE: Therefore, you argue thr,t 
the workers of Queensland arc overpaid. 
I say that the workers of Queensland art' 
not overpaid, and they will give their answer 
to the Leader of the Opposition at the pro­
per time. I commend to hon. members 
opposite the article appearing in the "Daily 
Standard," and impress upon them that the 
solution of the unemployment problem is 
not a reduction of wages. If you destro·.­
~he JH~rchasing power of the people, you 
unmechately destroy your lot :tl market, 
which is the best market of the lot. 

::Yh. KERR: \Vho claimed that "ages 
should be reduced? 

Mr. PEASE: The Leader of the Opposi­
tion referred to the wages in Queens] and as 
being high wages. The Opposition regard 
the wages of Queensland as high wages. 

[211r. Pease. 

VYhore a1·e tlw high v. ages in Queensland? 
Probably enjoyed by politicians, but by no 
one else. I will not admit that there are 
any high w,1ges in Queensland. The wages 
in Queensland are not as high as they ought 
to be, but economic factors prevent the,r 
being increased. 

?vir. T\Ioorm: \Vho spoke of high Y\ ages in 
Queensland? 

:\h. I' EASE: You did. 
Illr. lVIOORE: I did nothing of the sort. 

The SPK\KER: Order ! I ask the ho11. 
member for Herbcrt to address the Chair. 

Mr. PEASE: l wish onlv to tie the hon. 
gontic•man do·";n to the f~ct that he said 
that the vvagcs in Queensland -were high. 

Mr. MoORE: I did not say that. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The Loa-der of 
the Opposition has denied making that state­
ment, and the hon. me.rnbcr for Herbert 
must accept his denial. 

Mr. PEASE: If the method of solving the 
unemployment problem as advanced by the 
Opposition is one of reducing \vages aud 
discharging employees, tlwn it is the y, orst 
possible method that could be adopted. Tlw 
markets of Australia are provided only by 
the fact of the people of this Continent. 
having n1oney to spend. If ~·ou dr:.,.tro:y 
your loc:tl market, then you JmmcdJatel_~ 
destroy all primary production. Take tlw 
ce-se Of low wage countries. \Vhy can '':·e 
not secure a market in Chine. and Indw. 
for the sugar that wo could produce b:<­
Jnillions of tons? 'l1hc poor unfortunate 
individua1s in India. and China are unable 
to purchase our sugar because they have no 
·wages; but, if they were to increase then 
standard of living-. then the teeming millions 
of the East would provide a market for om· 
surrar and our butter-com1non commodities 
th~t cverv human being- is entitled to enjoy. 
The position is that the low wage countric' 
arc the worst countries in the world for the 
producer. The Opposition should sec to it 
that our standard of wages and conditions 
in Queensland is maintained, otherwise the 
unemployment problem will be accentuated. 
and there will disappear the market for om· 
primary products. The Leader of the 
Opposition talks of high \vages. The posi­
tion is undoubtedly--

1\fr. TAYLOR: Very disquieting. 

Mr. PEASE·. It i, disquieting. Th" 
Opposition are not trying to ~olv,; the pro­
blem. because. when we on th1s s1dc of the 
House broug!Jt forward the Unemployed 
\Vorkcrs Insurance Bill~which, although not 
perfect, is some measure of alleviation t~ 
the worklcss~thev c ,!led it the " Loafers 
Paradise Bill," a lid sought to destroy it as 
they haw sought to destroy all the legisla­
tion which has for its object the benefiting 
of the people as a whole. One solution of 
unemploym~nt is scientific managruwnt. In 
support of this statement, I have hero a state­
ment bv Mr. Archibald. one of the drrectors 
of Mcl'l'hirters Limited, who, in discussing­
the uroilts made bv the firm, which amo11nted 
to c£44 coo for tl;e year ended 30th ,June. 
1926 p~inted out that the inz;rcase was morEc 
than' double that of 1.923, in spite of th·• fact 
that the incrca~cd workjng expcn~es amounted 
to £11.973, which were met by increased 
iurno,-cr and the co-oprration of all the 
,.Jaff. :Ho pointed out th,•t in 1923 che liabili­
ties amounted to £134,000, which were 
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reduced in 1926 to £83,600, and that the 
'"sets which in 1921 wore £153,000 had in 
1926 increased to £330,0CJ. 'These results 
were in spite of the 44-hour week and 
iPcreased ""Jagcs. Then' \Vas one instance 
where scientific man:l_3'Crnent had been 
applied profitably. 

So far as the workers of Queensland are 
concerned, I just want to quote one or two 
,·cmarks to show, if it were needed, that the 
Government have functioned in the interests 
Df the workers of Queensland. There are two 
facts alone which prove what we have don0 
for the workers. ·when the Government took 
<ehargc of the Treasury benches in 1915, the 
infantile mortality in Quecneland was the 
highest of any State in Australia. Last year 
the infantile mortality of Queensland was 
the lowest of any State in Australia. 'That 
shows that the Government took over many 
legacies from the. Opposition, and one legacy 
talcen over was no thoug·ht for the care of the 
mothers and c-hildren of the State. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is not correct 

Mr. PEASE : Facts speak for themselves. 
In 1915 the infantile mortalitv of children­
that is, the deaths of the chilclren solelv duo 
to want of nourishment and care of the 
mother and the rest of it--was highest in 
Queensland, while last vear it was the lowest. 
I heard Mr. Picldington·-who is not a 
Labour rnember-dclivcr a speech in Bris­
bane a few years ago. \Vha t did he say? 
He said that of all the States in Australia 
Queensland had the highest standard of liY­
ing and the best conditions for the >Yorkers. 
When we go to the polls next election the 
people of Queensland will remember that. 

GovERNi\!ENT ME1JBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN W. H. BAR~ES (lVynnum)>: The 
hon. member who has just reqJmed his seat 
ha-s tried in a very plaintive w;cy to make 
the people believe that no Government prior 
to the formation of the Government which 
h0 is supporting had any thought for those 
vcho needed most help in tho community. 
That statement is cntirclv incorrect. 

0PPOSfiiON J\IE1IBERS: I~Icar, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: As a matter of 
fact, provision for pension for the aged and 
"'·erything which had for its object the good 
of the community were introduced by Govern­
ments which preceded the prusent Govern­
rnent. 

Mr. PE.\Sl': And more children died then 
than now, 

:\fr. LLEWELLYK: Remember the poll-tax. 
Mr. MAXWE;LL: What about the Unem­

ployed VVorkers Insurance? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : It 1s amusing to 
me that anyone should have thn effrontery 
to ·come along now and make such a sugges­
tion as the hon. member for Berbert. 

Before continuing my speech, I want to 
deal with another statement made by the 
hon. member in connection with the purcha'e 
of a dredf;e for C':tirns. ·what arc the fa.cts 
in connection with that matter? A dredge 
was required for th'l. Brisbane River, and :\1r. 
Cu !!en-an able officer--and if the Treasurer 
'·'ere here he would admit it-was sent to the 
old country to purchase one, it being impos­
sible to obtain in Queensland a dredge suit­
able for the pa,rticular class of work, as no 
one here had the patent rights. He went to 
England and to Scotland, and he also visited 
Germany. On his return tD Brisbane, :\Ir. 

Cullcn said that the only dredge suitable for 
the requirements of Brisbane was one that 
\\·as rnanufactured by a. German firm, and he 
made the strongest recommendation in favour 
of the purchase of the dredge which the 
Uovernment eventually acquired. He said 
that, if the Scottish dredge or any other 
dredge that he had inspected wore brought 
to Brisbane, the material which had been put 
into it would have to be taken out. That was 
his reacon, because what Britisher would not 
prefer to purchase a British article? Mr. 
Cu!len strongly recommended the purchase 
of the dredge which has done such splendid 
work on the Brisbane River. 

Subsequently the Cairns people wanted a 
dredge, and, in view of what had transpired, 
they asked t.he Government to procure a 
dredge similar tD the one which Mr. Cullen 
had recommended. In face Df that fact, what 
is the use of the hon. member for Hcrbcrt 
coming here and making a statement which is 
only a quarter truth? I unclerotancl the hon. 
gentleman said something about bolts which 
had rusted. 

Mr. PE.\SE: I said dummy bolts. 

Hm,. W. H. BARNES: 'l',he hon. ~entle· 
man on this particular argument IS an 
absolute dummy himself. 

:Mr. PEASE interjected. 

Hm:. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
has had his say; I am going to have mine. 
As a matter of fact, the -dredge which was 
bought fm Cairns, like the dredge pur-chased 
for use in the Brisbane River, was the best 
in the market at the time. The Government 
of the day would not have done their duty 
had they not accepted the ad vice of their 
experienced and expert officer. What would 
have been the position of a Treasurer who 
had not accepted such advice? 

There is another matter to which I would 
ask leave to addre'8 myself. I think that 
everyone is prepa.red to admit that, no 
matter on which side of t.he House a man may 
sit, there is a pronounced feeling of regret 
when death comes along and takes away a 
public man. ~With your pcrmi;;sion, Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to record how deeply we 
regret the fact that an old c:olleaguc of ours 
-J'v.Ir. E. B. C. Corser, a member of the 
Federal Parliament-passed away this morn­
ing, The deceased gentleman did magnificent 
work for the' constituency which he repre­
sented, and I am pleased that the opportunity 
is given me to express what I believe to be 
the general regret of t.he House at his death. 
(Hear, hea.r l) 

It is my intention to reply to some Df the 
statements made bv the Premier. I do not 
know whether I shall get into trouble for 
doing so. Did hon. members notice how the 
hon. gentleman went for the Leader of the 
Oppo2itiDn in a manner that snggesterl what 
a naughty man the Leader of the Opposition 
was for criticising him? I was expecting 
c;very moment that the Loader of the Oppo­
sition '' ould apologise for daring to come 
into the august presence of the Premier. 
(Laughter.) One could almost imagine the 
Leader of the Opposition saying, " I want to 
apologise for being- so indiscreet." It was 
eaid once of a leading- member of this House 
that he hac! grown too big for his hat. .1 

am wondering whether the Premier lately ha~ 
not had to go for a bigg~r hat, became there 
is one thing that one must not do-t.hat is, 
criticise the hon. gentleman Of course, the 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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hon. member for Fitzroy and the hon. mem­
ber for Bowcn may do it. Last year I stated 
that Socialism in an extreme form had been 
introduced, pandued to, and fed by the 
Govcrnm0nt. This is what the hon. member 
for Fitzroy said, at pa.ge 313 o[ "Hansard," 
last year-

" The hon. member for Wynnum put 
the cap on the right head when he said 
that a great deal of the Labour trouble 
at the present time was the outcome o£ 
seed sown at certain times bv hon. mem­
bers on this side of the Cha:mber. That 
is true. Tho present Premier, Mr. Theo­
dorc. the Home Secretary, myself, and 
others are responsible for the methods 
employed at the present time in indus­
try, and I am going to give one or two 
cxan1ples.'' 

1\Ir. \VrNSTAXLEY: There is nothing very 
n"ughty about that. (Laughter.) 

Hox. W. H. BAR"\ES: Oh, no. 1'\o one 
would accuse the mild hon. member who 
iitttrjech of being very naughty. Some 
people might think he is very good, but I 
am sure no one would regard him as being 

c1·y naughty. He would not slip, as I have 
done. a1cd damage his arm. Tlu: hon. gentle­
men is too car0ful in that regard. The reply 
of th:-,, Prcn1ier was a Ycry extraordinary 
0110. llid c·ou notice how he"replied? \Yhen 
T sa v thP la to Premier in the gallen· the 
other nig·ht. I wondered what he thci'ught. 
Die! you notice how tho Premier spoke of his 
predecPf'sors? They 1rere the 1non \vho were 
rc-ponsibl0 for all tho tronbL·. The hon. 
~f(•ntlr man S11oke of the 44~hour Wt:Pk. and 
hr) led ono to udienJ that there has been a 
break in tho happy family! so strange was 
it. He taid, "These pred,'C(>1' on of n1ine 
brought me into a position which I have to 
face." vYas he not a member of the Cabinet 
that had do to with all those thing·s '1 _\.nv 
hon. mernbcr \vho ln1o,,-s the presen( Prc.1ie.r 
will know that he is not going to bo in a 
C.cbinet and simply look on and saY, "Thank 
-"on. I will do \Yhntevcr you \Yi,~h." _\s a 
~' tt1. r of fact. we know the hon. gentleman 
l"' o!'lo \\-ha.'' 0nl? ass(~rt that he was going 
to cio certain things. l!f' 1night have \~One 
a little further and told us whether he 
opposed these things which so displeased him 
'.·:hen they wore brought in lw his pro­
decl'ssors, or is it a late converSion? \\'"as 
ii·. somcthi11g that happened just on the epur 
of the morr!cnt whicl: led. him to change 
lH> n tb tnd" m connectiOn \nth these thmgs? 
I do not know. The Rplendid speech 
dr·l ivcrcd this morning by the hon. member 
for S~ndgLtc showo~ thctt the. hon. gontlc­
m'Jll 1) a r0d Srr G0orge H~Id-sornehmes 
'' 1\o" and -0rnrtimcs "Ye:-;." VVith th<' 
l'rernier "/)mrhmPR a thing is good, and at 
another tim,· it is bad accorclinu to circum· 
stanct:'~. and according to tho o lor 1iitv in 
which ho ie spe.tking. " 

1>1r. CoLLES: You used to support Gcor(\'e 
Re id. 

Hox. W. JI. TIARXES: And probabh· I 
would F-uppori· hin1 flg.lin if he canl<J to ·life 
again. hut 110n•r the hon. gentleman \Yho 
illtoricctcd. \nd let me snv that once he 
mar!:.· ,.;o1· to he leader. \Yhat a pit·. I Had 
hc cont.mucd. the Bowen iron and ste~l works 
which hc did not gd, would h~ve ovr•ntuatcd: 
I r:1ay h" 'rolng ovor son1.e of d1e ground 
wh1eh the l·o•1. member for Sandgctte went 
OYer, but -rvr· kno ·,· thrr0 \V1S a verv estimable 
uwmLc·r of thi~ l'ha.rnber. who ha" eincc ioincd 
th(' grr 11· majority. who said, "Say it over 
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and over and over again," and I ma.y be· 
saying it •· over and over again." The 
Premier said, "I have not increased taxation. 
I\Iy, have I not beon good t' Of course 
those railwa: freights that went up must 
haYe boon the fault of the Secretary for 
Hailways, who did not consult anybody in 
the Cabinet. They w<mt up, but he could not 
have consulted anybody. Let me draw ntten­
tion to this fact: 'The reYemw in 1921-22 
from stamp duties amounted to £604.739, 
and in 1926-27 it amounted to £960,236. 
Pomcone may say that these figures are not 
correct. If anv hon. member doubt; these 
figures, I would ask him to turn up tho 
Auditor-General's report for 1927, and turn 
1o page 7. That is where they arc recorded. 
vY e knov• what they were for the year just 
ended. The policy of the Government hfLs 
been a policy of " Take, take, take at every 
hrn "; and thev have. as I think I shall be 
able to show before I sit down, gone large!:· 
in the direction of ruining industry in this 
gro·at State of Queenshnd. The Premier is 
entirely responsible for that increased taxa­
tion. Look at the fig-ure ... Ho got an increase 
in 1925-26 of £189.961. in 1926-27 an 
increase of £398.218, and in 1927-28 an 
increase of £475,742. \Yhcre did that mane\ 
corn o f ro1n ? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD IND1JSTRY' 
'Ih .. t is nothing to the increase in your 
bl.r .. inhs since the Labour Party came into 
po\ver. 

Uox. W. H. R\RNES: I wish I could say 
1 he hon. 'Tentlcma.n's statement is true. The 
inroads which have been made by the Go .. 
Yt:rnnH•nt hn, vc mad,; it almost impossible 
for people to run businesses to-day. Here 
is an hon. n11'"'1lber \vho has never been in 
business in his life, and ho comes along and 
makes a statement which is absolutely untrue. 

The SEORE'rARY FOR LABOUR AND INDcSTRY: 
\bsol11tely trno. 

Ho--;. W. H. BARNRf'i: When has the hon. 
member had the opporhmity of perusing our 
boob '! I tell the hon. member-and he is 
hound t0 accept my statement-that his 
'tat0,nent i. not CDrroct. He is making a 
· 1 .dcment ,,. hi eh i' false in an endeavour to 
dr.1\V reel herring- ~cross the trail in that 
particular wa 0 \Vhat has the Premier done 
--thi~ Prcn1i0r who ~vou]rl not increase taxa-
1 ion. l-IP hn~ in~reasrd license fees; he has 
imp os 'd a super hnd tax. 

}It·. l'EASC·:: Do you objc>ct to increasing 
licCJcso fee-;' ' 

HoN. \Y. H. 13.\RJ'\ES: \Vhat a silly 
intcrjeetion! \Yhcn a man comeo· into this 
1-Ionsp- he does not r0presont any particular 
'cdion of tho com:nunity, but the com­
munitv as a whole. I have views. but it 
is Ill\' fiHt dnty in the service of this gr0at 
country to give of my very, be·t, which is 
fair to ever0 section of the community. 
,\ rr'arcntlv the hon. member does not allow 
th.:1t tJ he. the guidin.ro de1ncnt in connection 
with his public life; bnt he c.m go along 
];is lines, and I will £:o along my own. What 
i.< the pmition? 'Talk about increases r 
l~110!llploymPnt insurnnc:. ha:~ been raised, 
rnd increased fares ha\£1) been imposed by 
f,(' C!,ovC'rnment \Vhiche\'·er way we go \V~ 
fllo,; lho Gon'r;mwnt have been delving into 
the pockch of ihc people. \Vhat is the 
r~--,il ion with rC'gard to 1he uncmploved? 
'lhc hon. member fnr Sandgato drmv a'tten­
tion to 1 ho way the unemployment insurance 
['ayments ha vc ·boon increased. 
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The SECRETARY FOH LABOUR AND INDUSTRY' 
Tht> Government get no revenue out of that. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAHNES: I am not suggest­
ing that the Government do. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 

"'i os. you were. 
HoN. W. H. BARc·;EP,: Ko. The Govcrn­

n:cnf have contributed to the fund, the 
v;orkor~ have contl.'ibuted, anti tho business 
people have contributed; but is it not an 
inotanc<; of 1lw imapacit)' of the Government 
1 o govern? l !ward an hon. member thi, 
morHing hlk of the new J crus a! em that 
was to con1c. 

::\It. BR1'CE: The hon. member for Sand­
gate. 

Hox. W. H. BARl\'ES: Ko-an hon. mem­
bc>r opposite•. The hon. member for Sandgate 
realises how human many things are in this 
life. An hon. member opposite said we have 
not gone all the way yet. but, if the position is 
so bad now, what will it be then? On a 
previous occasion the Leader of the Govern­
ment .said he was opposed to increasing the 
charges on the people, and that they had 
adopted the policy of making the wealthy 
income tax payers, n1ost of whom were living 
iu luxury in !he cit;~·, bear the burden of 
the r-"ilwav deficit. There is one comforting 
feature in· that regard-that probably in the 
c;n-rying out of this poli~y Mr. 'rh0odore and 
some hon. members opposite are the ones who 
will contribute, because the,- are tho wealthy 
members of th0 communih·. JHv friend the 
genial Home Secretary ~miles: We were 
told bv the Premier !hat we are not to 
listen to all the tittlc-tattle going, but I hope, 
at an:,- rate, that the hon. gentleman himself 
is one of those who have largely to con­
tribute, and I believe he is well able to do 
it. Have not the State stations caused taxa­
tion? \Vill anyone say that where there 
has been a loss of over £2,000,000 that has 
not helped to increa e taxation? 

[2.30 p.m.] 
\Vhcn "PYerythino: 111 the garden -was 

lovely" the following statement appeared in 
'' Soeialism at \York ''-that little red book 
which I spent "son1e tiulC a day or two ago 
in going tt-Lrough :-

" So n:al v.Tns 1 he public nh?d for the 
State to enter the stock-producing indus­
try that the a.dvantages in the Govern­
ment buving the stock for the new 
•tations. were too enbstantial to bo 
irnor0cl, and this condition doubtless will 
pre"·n.il for "<Hno years to con1e." 

'That wJ.' in J 917. Of com~c, we are told 
that tho substantial advantages came in 
various W&·\ci-I do not know how. The book 
E_!'OCS on-

•• Th·," working expenses of running 
eitlwr a. cattle 01: sheep station are very 
small. .\lways the main outgoing of 
the pac,toralist is represented by rent, 
interest on a ITtortga.ge, or what ho 
reckons as fair interest on the capital 
invected in his land, together wit.h 
:nterost on the capital value of his stock. 
On a sheep station not 20 per cent uf 
the total rov•;nuo is absorbed in wag'f''!l 
and other \Yorking expenses; ""'hilst on 
a cattle sbtion the "·01·king expenses hill 
amounts to less than 5 per cent. of the 
total. 

" Once the Government is fairly started 
1n the businc,,s--" 

I wonder whether th<>y have got fairly started 
in the business yet. (Oppo_§ition laughter.) 

The hon. ;5ontleman who is in charge of that 
~epartmcnt was very busy uot long ago try­
mg to sell them. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR AND lNDDSTRY : 
I did not n·ite that. 

HoN. W. li. DATINES: Have you noticed, 
2\Ir. Speaker, how hon. gentlemen opposito 
ar0 a h. ctys trying to climb down? Perish 
the thought that any of them had anything 
to do with the beginnings of this ontorpris0! 
Would it not be a good thing if all the books 
which said am-thing about it could be burned 
--thi' book among them'! That w1s a practi<~e 
in ages gone by in connection with obnoxious 
Lcoks. 'l'hoy were gathered together, and 
a bonfin• 'vas made to get rid of them. :May 
I suggc··t tha.t in so1ne way " Socialism at 
\York" might bo burned to get rid of it. 
This all reminds me that I h ne in my home 
n collection of pictures, and some of thor11 
wc•rc brought to me by a resident of 'Welling­
ton Point. who took some photographs of 
the workers on the State stations. I have­
rho greatest >ympathy for any Government 

•who employ DLTr abori,::in;;ls. I think they 
a; c entitled to consideration, but the part 
that all!uset! me was that nearly all the 
\\orkc-r~ in tho'3e pichtro" represent our 
u,]oured Qnoonslanders. It amused me, 
because I knew the hostility of the _party 
OlJposite to their onployment. Not long ago 
tile GoYOJ'nment were taken to task for using 
l hem bttt th0y managed to cover it up very 
nic(~ly~·; Nevc•r a dvrk nwn worked for us," 
they '"ii1. Of course, we ma:. remember, for 
n>Clanoc, that oHcn there was a ship in port 
alld th0re was some trouble on her, and her 
e-re,,. 11·cre told, ·' Come along to the Trades 
Hall. You arp brothers, every one." But 
now they would newe do a thing like that. 
Ld Ill<' complete that quotation-

. " Once i he Gov• rnment is fairly started 
1n the business this very stnall charge fo.r 
working expenses will represent all the 
real outg-oing, fr01n year to year, incurred 
in 1he enterprise." 

1'\ow I 'vant the hon. member for Bowen to 
li,tcn to this quotation from page 49-

" Thct Queen-land po,,··esses many iron 
,],posits of high c,uality has already been 
.JenJOnstratcd, and experiments carried 
out under the direction of the Mines 
Department have resulted in the pro­
duction of spcnimens of pig iron, which 
lm~ pa~,;;;f'J through a single prrccss and 
,,·hich from its texture and general 
<-lpp:aranco conv ..... •ys the ilnpreq;;;ion of 
hanng reached a far more advanced 
>hse of manufacture. The department 
has fz,dccrtainL d that pig iron can bo pro­
dur •d locally at a cost of some £4 per 
ton, whilst the markN pl'ico of the com­
modit:. at the time of writing (11th 
.June, 1927) ranges fl-ow £11 to £12 per 
:on. Furnac,_ 3 for the production of pig 
non could bfl er, d·-d for as little as 
£5,000, though, of ccur~e, the erection an~-l 
\rorking of steel v·orl·:s ,,.~ould constitute 
". much more formidable undertaking. 
Ilowcvc·r, tho Iattc•r, as a State enter­
prise, ·would be practically certain to 
follow the outJnt bv ihe State of raw 
iron. The proSpects" of tho v.~11turo mav 
be gauged to some extent by the fact, 
t11at. ·wherC'as in Scotland and Spain ore 
yiciclin"' on!, 15 p·•r cent. of metal is 
succ<" ;fully ncinod, the Queensland 
deposits return from 60 per cent. to 90 
per cent. of iron." 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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Was there not a visit to \V estern Australia? 
Somehow or other it was necessary to go 
to Western Australia to complete this for­
midable thing and bring about for the hon. 
meril bor for Bowen circurnstances such as 
would make it certain that the Bow en iron 
and steel works \Vas going to be a. success. 
I should like to know if that property has 
been sold. That knowledge would be very 
interesting. To-morrow I shall probably 
give notice of a question as to what was 
the loss, and whether there was keen dis­
appointment on the vart of the hon. member 
for Bowcn when he found that such an 
undertaking was only in the air, and had 
proceeded no further. I notice that the hon. 
member for Bowen is looking very sad, 
apparently because the whole project has 
disappeared; but, when he is Premier, it 
will be quite all right. (Laughter.) 

I remarked a moment ago that the loss 
on State stations was £2,154,401. \Ye have 
embarked upon something that the Govern­
ment favoured so very much, but what have 
we lost? We have lost not only £2,154,401, '· 
but have you thought, Mr. Speaker, of the 
amount of taxation that we have lost'! 
Have you thought, Mr. Speaker, of what it 
has meant to Queensland in attempting to 
run State enterprices that haYe proved a 
ghastly failure? Ha Ye you thought, :Mr. 
Speaker-I want the Deputy Leader of the 
Government to pay attention to this-how 
it has helped towards increasing unemploy­
nwnt in the community? To have to 
announce that one of the State enterprises 
has lost over £2,000,000 surely is a travo,,ty 
upon the Government that introduced it, 
and introduced it with such flying colours, 
as appears in connection with " Socialisn1 at 
Work." 

On the introduction of State ftsh shops \Ye 
were practically told that the people wore 
going to receive the co1nrnodity at a very 
reduced rate. Vi~' as that so? I scarcely 
need say that in one rcpoi't presented to 
Parliament by the Auditor-General the state­
ment was made that the turnover bv the 
State butcher shops had not been so 'great 
practically because they could not compete 
with the private shops. I say to tho com­
munity, if that is " Socialisn1 at \Vork," 
then, if we have another eleven or twelve 
vears of "Socialism at \York," where will 
Quennsland be? vVhcn we think of the 
drift that has taken place in conrwdion with 
socialistic enterprises, what is going to 
happen if we have another eleven or twelve 
years of Socialism imposed upon the unfor­
tunate community? 

The Leader of the Government refrained 
from informing us of the tremendous amount 
of money which had been borrowed, and 
did you notice, Mr. s,peakor, how very 
careful he was to say that we were not 
going to spend so much this year' I am 
prepared to admit that we must face the 
question of e;jrpendituro of loan money; 
but the Premier neglected to tell us that 
during the year 1929 loans to the extent of 
£13,000,000 arc falling due. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: One of your legacies. 

HeN. W. H. BARNES: I am glad of that 
interjection. Our legacies were le~acies 
representing money invested in profitable 
undertakings, whereas the legaci< s 
beqne·tthed by the Labour Party have been 
most unprofitable-over £2.000,000 in one 
item. 

[Hon. \V. II. Bu?·ncs. 

I desire to draw the attention of the 
Go.-ernmont to the fact that from 1917 to 
1928 the Government have bol'rowed on 
Loan Account £40,660,340. No wonder that 
they arc now talking about going slow ! 
Many people are repentant of evildoing 
because they are found out. Thev would 
never repent at all if they were not found 
out. 'fhe Government have now found out 
as. the Premier said, that they ha.-e beet; 
gomg too fast, and have realised that thev 
will have to go back to sane things. · 

The Premier, in the course of his remark5 
made ,reference to the trade balance. I an; 
not going to follow him, as the hon. member 
for Sandgate dealt with the question in a 
most effective manner. Ho covered the 
~round in a way so signally successful that 
1t would be a pity to make any further 
reference to it, 

I want now to deal with the question of 
unemployment. 

Mr. CoLLI:>;S : How did you solve it when 
you were in office? 

HoN. W. H. BARNE'S: The Prm~>i;,r 
threw out an insinuation that the Leader 
of the Opposition had been going out stir, 
ring up the unemployed. That statement 
was absolutely untrue. If >ve got right 
down to bedrock, it would be fonnd that 
members of the Opvosition had a more 
genuine desire to help the unemployed than 
hon. members on the Gm·ermnent b<cnches. 

OPPOSITION i\IE~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Ho::-.. W. H. BARNES: What are the 
causes of unemployment? One of the cames 
of unemployment to-day is the absence of 
confidence on the part of the community 
in the Govermnent. If many people in the 
community found it at all posoiblo to get 
a"' ay from their surroundings, they would 
get away, not because Que,,nsland is no 
good, but because the people arc badly 
governed? Unemployment is bronght about 
very largely by the want of confrdcnce which 
the people ha.-e 1in the ability :nf the 
Government to govern the countrY. It is 
brought about, too, ccs has been p"re.-iously 
pointed out, by taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: How 
would you explain unemployment in other 
States governed by Tory Governments? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
rnan is desirous of side-tracking my question, 
D_ncl going smncwhcrc elst?, instGad of df:aling 
with the difficult.- in his own State. He 
merely deals with it by saying that the 
other fellow is worse. It is the duty of 
public men to tackle what exists in Queens­
land without going to other States. The 
Premier said that taxation was a factor. 
I agree with him. He aLa asked whether, 
if £3.000,000 were taken o'ut of the pockets 
of the people and £500,000 returned, it 
would solve the problem. He answered that 
"Yos" and he answered it "No." My 
answer is that there would be £500.000 more 
to spend in enterprise, and that 'would at 
least go some of the way towards relieving 
unemplo'>ment. Every hon. member must 
realise that it does not matter whether the 
money comes f.rom our own pockets or from 
the pockets of the community as a whole, 
because in whatever manner it is obtained 
it brings about a lessening of our spending 
powers. It would mean that £500,000 more 
would be available for industry. 

Mr. BRUCE: Why don't you release some? 
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HoN. W. H. BAR?\ES: It is only men 
like the hon. member who has just inter­
jected who may button up their pockets and 
keep what they haYe got. Other men haYe 
expended eYery penny they haYe in industry. 
The chief trouble in Queensland to-clay is 
wa.nt of confidence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PnB!.JC vVORKS : \Yhy 
are you extending your business pren1isPs in 
\Yickham 'trcet" 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR::\ES: I am not rnntre 
that my firm is extending its business pro­
mises in \Vickham street; but, ii the hon. 
member choosco to Yisit that locality, he will 
find that, before he gets to the premises of 
my firm there is shop after shop to let. 
To-day taxation has g-one on to such an 
extent that people are unable to carry the 
burden, anLl to that extent unemployment is 
created. The Premier asked if the unem­
ployment problem would be solved if a 
reduction in taxation took place. My view 
is that the position in Queensland is not 
likely to improve until a reduction in ta-..;:r,­
tion takes place. The grinding taxation that 
has been imposed has most seriously affected 
every industry, and until there is some 
lesseuing of the weight the State is not likely 
to prosper as it should. 

The Loader of the Government quoted 
ftgures with regard to unions. I believe that 
every member of this party is exireme ly 
anxiou, that the good conditions belonging 
to the workers should be maintained, and 
that tho principle of arbitration should lw 
the deciding factor in fixing conditions. 
Virhat, howcvm, is the position to-day? There 
are certain unions \Yhich will 1iot admit 
members to their ranks, although iheir 
awards provide for co1npulsory unionisn1. 
Only last week I had a case where a returned 
soldier with four children had a position 
offered to him, and, when he tried to get 
admission to the union, he was told there 
were no Yacancies. That is a cruel shame. 
The first duty of every man is to trv to 
provide by honest means breacl and h{,tter 
for his children. The right to work is his 
under conditions prescribed bv the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration. " 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLJC \Yom:q: l know 
what your people did. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES: Does the hon. 
gentleman refer to me as a private rr1embcr "? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLlC \YORKS: I am 
referring to your party. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: If the hon. gentle­
man will visit my place of business, I shall 
have an opportunity of shmYing him men 
who ha,-e been employed _there for many 
years: and let me remind the hon. geE tie­
man that the party to which I brlr:mg is not 
only for making prorni5es but h also desirous 
of tarrying them out. l\fy party ic genuinely 
sympathetic towards the members of the 
comn1unity. 

Mr. BR GCE: You are not the party. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES : I am one of them 
and, whilst I am here. I shall a"ert mnelf 
as one of the party. · -

The PRE:\IJER: \¥hat about vou victimising 
a rnan b~~{'ausc he is a unionist? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I have 1wver SU""­
gested Yictimising a man beCUU~C he is 

0

8: 
unionist. 

Mr. KERR: That is the kind of statement 
one hears from the soap-box orator. 

1928-F 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: This party i3 out 
to help men who are unionists, and I believe' 
that the unionists of this State are going to 
support this part:.'. (Government laughter.) 

vVhat is one of tho chief causes of unem­
ployment to-day? I quite remember only 
a few y<:c,rs ago when the Premier marched 
clown Queen street with certain flags flying. 

The Prm:mER: Be quite fair. 
IIox. IY. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­

man marched down Queen street with certain 
i-1ct[;5 llyiug, and one of the dangers in 
Queensland to-clay--I think the Premier is 
vraking up to it.-is the Bolshevik nlove­
ment. And whom do they support'? 

The PRnHER : Y oa. 
Mr. K'F<R: They support the Premier. 
The PREJHER: \Yell, they wait on your 

party. 
Box. \Y. H. BARNES: I have a very 

interesting quotation here from the Brisbane 
"Sun" of Sunday, 4th April, 1926:-

" A prominent Communist asked yes­
terday for his opinion in regard. to the 
Communist Party's attitude in the· 
approaching elections said: ' The Com­
munist Party will solidly stand behind 
the Labour Party. Many of our mem­
bers will actively support the Labour 
candidat<>s in their campaign. Since we 
were evicted from the Trade·' Hall we 
have made great progress. \Ve are a 
part of the great Labour movement and 
despite the attempts by c~rtain 
reactionary elements to evict us from the 
Labour movement, the effort to do so 
has miserably failed. \Ve have members 
in pretty well every union. \Ve have 
them in the Workers' Political Organi­
sations. In order to retain our influence 
inside we allow many of our members to 
sign the anti-c?mmunistic pledge. We 
hold that m thrs great fight to emanici­
pate the workers any methods are justifi­
able \Vhercwith to d·efeat your opponents. 
Our influence in the Labour movement­
political and industrial-is a solid one. 
Though we oppose many of the political 
reactionaries for their misleading and 
hypocritical tactics, at election time we 
mmt have the uniied front. 

" ' The Communists throughout the 
State will support the Labour Party, and 
do their utn1ost to secure their return.' '' 

That is what is going to happen at the 
coming election. You "ill find them all 
behind the Premier. The quotation con­
tinuE::;-

" Our press will specially deal with the 
cmnpaign. ant] ha, ing a good influencE' 
throughout the State, its special plea 
for support for the La hour Party will be 
effcLtiYe." 

This ;, the Jlart that will please the­
Premier-

." Ip the Xorth, rarticularly Cairns 
d10tn<:t. the Conunmust group are well 
orgamscd, and Mr. MeCormack will find 
our support s:Jlidly behind him." 

Mr. BRt:CE: That was written by your 
part-· 1nanager. 

Hox. \V. H. BAR'<ES: Thev do not like 
the physic. It is wrv distasteful. I have> 
tried to su~ar-f:'oa.t it" as n1u<:h as possible, 
but I am afmid I have not been very success­
fuL The. Prem_i~r: in his 'peech, asked us for 
constructive cntic1s1n. 

The PRE}!IER : H<•ar, hear! 

Hon. W. H., Barnes.] 



Add!'ess ito Rep':J. [ASSE}IBLY.] Addnss in Reply. 

Hm:. \V. H. DARXES: Let me say th.tt 
tbwtli:.· tLc- doctor doe, not 1n·e,cnbo uut1l 
h ~ i ,; called in. Ho\n::ver, I an1 going to 
gin.: hirn !--OlllC voinh, and I hope he will 
not stc·al them for hi;; platform. These arc 
n~2· points--I do Hot saL~· they a.re the party's 
YlC,, .':', 

Th~ C:\ECRET.\RY FOR l'l:BLH' .L \XDS : You 
llW~t hL· a doctor Oll1 of practice. 

Eox. W. H. DARXE8: Oh, no! The hon. 
.gcntlenutn has always been out of vract.ice. 
Did ;:on notice ho\v the Prcn1ier fished for 
the votL'~ ot' the fanning con1n1unity? Did 
you notice how be baited throughou"t to trv 
to ~ecurc their support'? The State taxatioi1 
should be r0duced on these who are engaged 
111 a"ncultural pursuits. The hon. gentle­
n:an . asked for something constructiYe, and 
1hat 1s one of the thmgs that could be done.. 
The flrn· to the. et ties is not good for the 
commumty, and It does oeem to me that the 
men who arc engaged in the primary indus­
trw, of tlus great State should receiYe 
comideration at the hands of the 
Governn1cut. 

The PREMIER : That is whv you do not wa.nt 
to let them know what vo;, get for their: 
produce. • 

Hox .. W. H. DARNES: I am going to 
deal \nth that. The hon. gentleman made 
an absolutP misstatement the other night. He 
sa!fl that the members of this party--

The PHE~!IF.R: I said members of that 
party. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I cannot read last 
Thursday's "Ha.nsnrd,". aG 1rir. Sneaker \Vi.ll 
not allm'.' me to do so, but the hon. gentle­
man dehberately sa1d that the Opposition 
had done a certain thing. That is not cor­
r~ct. A~ a matter of fact, when Mr. Taylor 
signed t~at document, he was not a n1ember 
of the House, and it neyer went from the 
parliamcnta.ry party. I know all about it­
no one knows better. If the Premier is an 
honourable mau, he will at once admit that 
he has made a statement w hi eh is not true. 

The l'REoi!ER: It is true. Charles Taylor 
wa,; a member of your party. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES : I challenge the 
hon. gentleman to produce the document and 
also to find a_ Gingle man who was t,h~n in 
pohttcs who srgned it. 

0PPOSITIOX MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

. The PHEMJER: If you want to shed your 
sms as soon as you get into politics, I am 
not gmHg to let you do it. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: I am not going 
to ld the hon. gentleman say that the 
mcmben of the Opposition were responsible 
for it. ~ 

The PREMIER : I said members of the 
gO\·crning party. 

Hox .. W. H. BAR:'\ES: The hon. gentle­
man sard members of the party in power. 

The PREMIER : I said you ,,-ere in power 
and you aliowed him to do it. ' 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: Ha.Yo you ever 
seen such a lame statement? 

The l'RE)!IER: The cha.rge is against you­
not ag8 inst hirn. 

Ho:;. \\'. H. BARA'ES: How can it be a 
f'hal'ge against me? 

The PREMIER: You were a member of the 
Government. 

[lion. W. II. Barnes. 

Ilo:;. \\". H. BARA'ES: If I were a member 
of the (;oyornmont wh;ch turned down the 
n:que:--t~ vdH'l'G does the charge cornc in'? 
The hon. gf'ntlenlan is '·barking up the 
wrong· tree." \Ylwt is the position? A 
nutnLH~r of coinn1f>' cial mon .in the citv 1uacle 
a 1 equc ·t that tlw prices realised for i;roduce 
scut in from the coe>atrv should uct be 
published. I was a.pproacliod, and I refused 
to sign the papl'r. J3ul, when the Premier 
coines here and haB the audacit-;· to sav that 
the jlartc as behind il, he i~ makii1g an 
unfounded statement. 

The hon. gE>ntleman, wh0n ,;peaking pre­
Yiously, spoke about the Lea de,· of the Oppo~ 
sition repeating in the House all the tittle~ 
tattle he heard outside, but here is the Pre­
mier of a great country descending so low in 
his de,irc to try to get at the middleman. I 
an1 going to say something r .. bout rniddlemen. 
J\Iav I remind the hon geutleman that he has 
figured in that capacity most conspicuously? 
vVa6 he not a middleman when he was the 
secreta-ry of a union? (Government laugh­
ter.) Surely he was a middleman. Let me 
deal with the actualities of life-what is the 
position to-day? \Ve talk of State enter­
prises. Reference has been made to the State 
r~roducc ag•n-cy. No ma.n hat~ a right to 
sav anvthing against a. gentleman who is not 
he"re t.o answer for himself The State 
produce agpncy is fortunate in having at its 
head a. thoroughly capable man in Mr. Park. 
I ask this qur-,tion: Has the State produce 
agen('Y reduced the rates of con1mission since 
it came into existence? It ha.s not. 

A GO\'ERNMEXT ME}IBER: Yes. 

Ho'l. \V. H. DARNES: That is incorred. 
I may mention what it did, for I speak of 
something I know. '\'hen the price-fixing 
authority said, '· Yo" are only to charge 
a certain comn1ission on certain goods,'' the 
State produce agency said it could not do 
anything with those line;;, and dropped out 
o£ it. We hear talk about middlemen. My 
time as a r,ublic man may be getting shorter 
and ,horter, but I ,., ant to say that I shall 
be able to go out of public life without any 

man on that side or this side 
[3 p.m.] being able to say, "You did not 

play ihr, game in commercial, 
husim~s, ot· poliiical life." (Hear, hear\) 
At a.ny rate, there will nothing for those 
I leaYe behind me to carry in the nature 
of an iw:ubus. \\'hen this question of middle­
men comes up it is time that the facts were 
stated. Take my own case. It may be a 
personal matter, but m:;· interests are very 
much more in thc country than in the city; 
yet again and again we have that epithet 
thro\vn at us in connection with our business 
life. Let us get back tD actualities. It may 
be Pgotistical for me to say it, nevertheless 
I sav tlurt ihe record of the Government with 
which I had the honour to be associated-the 
record in serYice actually rendered to the 
community-has neYer been equa.lled by that 
of any other Government. (Opposition mem­
bers: Hear, hear!) 

The PRtUUER: You got a terrible hump 
at the elections. 

Ilo:-1. \Y. H. BARNES: :May I remind the 
hon. g-entlC'nllln that he is g~ing to get a 
terribfe bump this election? I ba.ve had a 
lmrnp. but in my electorate I had the experi­
c·nce of cominf.i back again, and that is what 
this party is .going to do at the I\ext election. 

OrPOSITIOX ]\,fE~IBEHS: Hear, hea.r ! 
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Ho:-:. \Y. IJ. 13~\RXES: The Premier has 
:nac,, ·,on1e reference 1.o the potentialities of 
the t'tatt·. Any man in this House would he 
a traitor tc, hi..;: cottlltl'Y if l1e H1adc other than 
fayonraLlc rcfc'r<'nco ~to 1.h_; State. It is a 
:rPat and a c:·~oridu~ Sta.tP \Yith posjbilities 
of y.,-hich cn:ry llHUl onght to bt:, proud, and 
':•hich it onglJt to be hi~; ain1 to cultiYate 
and a~~i~t. 

Th~· PRE)flEH: \.our colleagues arc decry­
ing it. 

I-Io:;. \Y. U. BARNES: lily colleagues are 
decrying t}le Guycrnrnen1.; they are not 
dc·crying the State. \Yho could decry it, 
'vith its wool and its cattle. notwithRtanding 
the ach-ent of the Slate Government into the 
indmtry, putting their finger into the pie, 
t, ving to kill the business, and then asserting 
th'at they, and they alone, are trying to help 
dw great industries of Queensland? Every­
ono knows that the problem we have to face 
ic; that of helping the industries of this State 
to a greater extent than they have ever 
bucn helped before. \Vo have to do more to 
'ncourage the spirit of co-operation between 
the men who are employed and the men who 
nre employers. \Ye have to do our utmost 
10 create a fepling which will be helpful to 
the communitv. \Yhv t has been the attitude 
of the other !}arty'? True, the Secretary for 
:\'fi1ws said that thf'l'e would be no unem­
ployment three months after a certain elec­
twn at Paddington. Ho was not a good 
prophet. 

The SECHET.I RY FOR ::\Irxrs : There waJ a 
·qualification to that. 

:Yir. FRY: The qnalifi.cation was, "if he 
j~ 'villing to work." 

ilox. W. I-I. BAR::\ES: At any rate, the 
prophecy has not been r0alised. The guty 
of this party and of every other party is to 
see that the best is done for this great country 
of which all of us are representatives. 

Before I sit down let me refer to a state­
ment made by the Premier which was not 
<·on·ect. H,e said that the hon. member for 
Wynnum budgetPd for an appropriation of 
loan money of £2,000,000 and spent £4,000,000. 

The I'RE;\HER: Oh, no. 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: Oh, yes. I took it 
~!own, and I took the trouble to read th0 
hon. gentleman's speech line by line. 

The PRE)1!ER: I said you budgeted for 
.£2,000,000, which was equal to £4,000,0CO 
1lOW. 

HoK. W. H. BARN~~S: The hon. gentle­
lllan did not say that at all. How well it 
would sometimes be if we could wipe out 
"Hansard"! 

The PREMIER: You spent £4,000,000. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. gentle­
man will go through the records, he will find 
that the Governmf'nt with which I was asso­
·ciated were able vear bv ve11r to conduct the 
affairs of this great State" so as to be able to 
pay our way. vVhat a. crowing there has 
been over this small surplus--a poor thing 
hatched with gr<'at difficulty, and as a result 
of extreme taxation ! 

The PRE>JIER: Is it not better than haying 
a deficit uf £1,000.0CO? 

llm:. W. H. BAR:-JES: I am not saying 
that it would be a good thing to have a 
deficit. \Vc arc in the position in which.wo 

f[nJ ours eh rs to-da v became of the de bit 
ha lane<'·· ,.,·hich have bePn earried fonYard 
and on \Yhich \Ye nrc pa:ving intcn:~t. 

ThP f'cDJ!ER: The debit balance of tlw 
Governm,•nt YYith which you were a"ociated 
,,-as gren ter thau our debit balance. 

Hox. \Y. ET. 13AH.XES: To what part do 
you rt'fcr '? 

The Ptu:\ilEH: The \rholc period of ~-our 
g'OYC'l'lllllCllt. 

liox. \ 1:. H. BAR:'\ES: Tho hon. gentle· 
nutn i·" n1aking a 1nistakc. 

The PHEiiiiER: It is true. I am spcaki~Cg 
of the Cant innous GovC'rn1nen1. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: They were iu 
power for a greater number of years than 
can be cl a irned by the Labour Party. 

The Premier has again and again referred 
to statements made by hon. mombe>rs of this 
House. l take it that, if I make a statement 
here to-day which is not a pm·t;~ statement, 
I cannot a·k my lr·acler, my deputy leader. 
m· the whole ·party to swallow it. The 
Premier rderred to statements made by the 
hon. member for Oxlcy. 'l'hey were not 
party statements at all but merely expressed 
tho private opinions of that hon. lllf'mber. 
The hon. member for Oxley denied that they 
were party statements. 

The l'RE~l!ER: They were more apropo.; 
the policy of yo11r party than the associating 
o£ me with Communists. 

llox. \V. II. DARXES: The hon. gentle­
man has been a,,,ociated with them all the 
time. The mining activities on the part of 
the (;o,·ernnH'llt han• resulted in a loss of 
£781,625, as disclosed by the Auditor­
General's report. The Pre1nier \Va~ not. in 
the Chamber when I referred pre1·iously to 
loan n1ouey. I no\V ask him what he is going 
t0 do in Connection w·ith the loans maturing 
nPxt year. 

Mr. PE.ISE: What did you do when you 
\YCre in power? 

I-lox. vV. H. BARNES: \Ye proYidcd for 
them. The hon. gentleman has not said 
anything about those £13,000,000. 

The PRE~l!ER: You left us £25,000,000. 

Ho><. W. H. BAR:'\ES: No. We dealt 
with our loans in a masterly way, but thP 
hon. gentleman is now penitent. the loans 
are maturing, and he is unable to spend so 
much. 

The PRE)JIER: My credit is excellent m 
London. 

Ho:-:. ·w. H. BARNES: His personal 
credit may be good anywhere, but the credit 
of his Government is bad. The aim of tlw 
party on this side of the House i., to do the 
vcr:v best for this great country of Queens­
land, and. after all, that is greater and 
bigger than party politics. Every man has a 
right to give of his best. 

I desire to say, in conclusion, that. when 
the elections are held, whether it be this 
year or next year, I hope the result. will show 
that the Government have absoluteh- lost the 
conftdcnce of the people. Then prosperity 
nnd progress will be the task which will be 
taken in hand bv a new Government. who 
will be n.\iye to all the conditions necessarv 
for the St.atc of Queensland. 

0PPOSITIO:-: :\1E:'JBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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Mr. WEIR (.lfaryborough): I desire to 
join with the hon. member for \Vynnum in 
expressing my regret at the demise of Mr. 
Corser. J,l.H.R. I know the Corser family 
i11 l'.Iaryborough, apart front their politics, 
and I know them to be good citizens, and 
re8pcct~"d b_v every man who kno·.ys them. I 
a'snrc them of my regret at the death of 
the: Lther of the family. (Hear, he<tr !) 

l\ly chief dc:5ire . ln rising is to thank the 
Pr·'micr for t.he help giV<cn by hi· Goycmment 
in ufforcling ~on1e relief so far as }laryborough 
iJ cor~ccructl Ly accepting the tender of 
Walln•rs Limi'ed for the constru.•tion of 
locomotives. It means so much to :Ylary. 
borough and the district that I feel I am 
bound to touch on this matter. The stagna­
tion in the industrv controlled bv ·walkers 
Limited, which I ai11 now hopeful has been 
relieved for some time to come. followed 
what, to me, seemed a serious blunder by 
this Govcrnnlcnt in sending oYerseas for 
Ie~omotiYC'S which could, <md I submit, 
should. haYc 1wcn buil' hn-,. T> me this 
action "'wa' a decided break in the long chain 
of syn1pa.thy sho\Yll by Labour Governn1ents 
to\\"ards industrv in this State and in Aus­
tralia since the 'advent of La hour in Queens­
land in 1915. I trust no other Government 
will eYcr send overseas for anything that 
can be manufactured in Queensland or in 
Australia. I note with pleasure in con­
nection \Vith the contract. TIO\V nnder revie\v 
that the priue ,ubmittcd h· \Yalker·, Limitt'd 
was lower than anv other' Australian tender, 
and o11ly 7. 7 per ct~nt. greater than the over­
sPas tender. \Yhen one considers the high 
cost of '!·age~ ruling in this country as coin­
pared wtth the old countrv. and the other 
abnormal conditions gm·erning competition 
bebveen Au5traJia and ovcr;,ca~ Inanufac­
turers, it is something to be gratified at that 
there is only a difference of 7. 7 per cent. 
betwt'en the two tenders. I submit that 
with rontinnit:<· of work a firm likf' \Yalkers 
Limited will be able in thC> near future to 
eliminate any rliffC>renc" at all in costs, and 
l>e able to compete succe,sfully with any 
OYer3cas Hllders, particularly in the nlanu­
fe.cture of locomotiYes. The favourable po·i­
tion as disclosed betwe<•n the tendors of the 
oversf':.ls and loc3l firn1s has been brought 
about uy the consideration given by the 
Labour (joyermnr·nt. gince"1915 to loeal firms. 
During the years 1917 to 1928 the Govt>rn­
ments of the day-all Labour Governments­
have given \Valkers Limited contracts to 
the Yalue of over :B1,000.000. (Hear. hear!} 
'That is some consideration to that firm. 
I believe that, given a continuity of work, 
\Yalkers Limited will be able to 'produce at 
lower cost. because thev will be able 
more effectivelv to control their overhead 
costs. The agi.tation for the order .for the 
locomotives I am speaking of now, tenders 
for which dosed last wePk has been going 
on fot· t\VO years. FoJlo,ving on the:, intro­
duction of the last twentv-five British loco­
motivcs-I hope they will bC' the last-the 
fitnl of \Yalh:er~ Lin1ited, of rheir O\Yll 
volition. orderE-d n~aterial for the construction 
of ten cla" " C 17 ., locomotives to tr,· to 
keep their highl~··skilled craftmwn together, 
and to keep tlwir shops going n.s normallv 
a5 possible. t'nfortunately for the industr;~:, 
the O'-"er:-:ea,, Pnginf's arrived about th.,t. tirne, 
P.nd adversE' condition<:; so affc·rted this State 
!hat the Railway Department found it 
rmpossible until quite recently to call for 
tenders for more engines. It is quite 
patent to anyone that, unless engines are 

[Mr. Weir. 

necessar:r, or unless an article is necessary 
in any industry, it is quite useless asking 
for orders for them. The position in the 
Rail v. ay Department was brought about by 
other conditions. For example, the depart­
ment fonml it· elf faced with a falling 
reYcnuo conscqu(·nt. on a reduced Iniloage, 
so that there was no demand for locomotives. 
.At the prcs.:nt tin1c the traffic has in1proved, 
sn that this week the Government have been 
able ro grant a C'untract to \Yalk~~r;-; Liillitcd 
for· the comtruction of ten locomotiv0s. 

::\lr. C'LAYTO:\: You lived on the doormat 
to get. it. 

:Mr. \YEIR: I did my be><t in the matter. 
I was in ::\Iaryborough yesterday when I 
received official nev. s that the tender had 
been successful. The Secretarv for Railwavs 
\\as go.Jd enough to wire mo J}romptly of the 
rcwlt, and the eff0ct of the granting of this 
conlraet ro!lrindocl me of eYents in 1923 fol­
lowing on the granting to "Walkers Li~1ited 
of th<' Tn!lv River mill contract. On that 
occasion the city of Maryborough was almost 
bdlagged at the prospects of almost two 
years' \York in front of Walkers Limited. 
I kept constantly in touch with the directors 
and management of \V alkors Limited on 
that. oceasion, who had come to Brisbane 
for the finalising of the tenders, and it was 
my priviit,ge, thanks to the late Premier, 
::\lr. Theoclore, to be able to convey to them 
at the Queensland J\'[achinery Company's 
office the tidings that the firm had been 
successful in the tender for the Tully River 
mill. The ·directors, after hearing the good 
news, insisted on my returning to Mary­
borough with them that night in order to 
convey the glad tidings first-hand to the 
workers within the industry, which I did on 
the next dav. This was the first occasion 
on "·hich a ]Jublic man had been perinitted 
to address the workers of that industry 
inside the firm's premises and was a fitting 
climax to a concerted effort in which at 
every stage both the management and the 
unions inYoh·ed extende.cl to me the utmost 
confidence and loyalty. Just Prior to call­
ing tenders for that job I was successful 
in inducing the GoYernment of the day­
through the late Mr. Gillies-to withdraw 
tenders from overseas for a proposed bridge 
job, which was nlued at £22,000 or £23,000, 
and offer the work to Walkers Limited, 
"·hich <'nabled the firm, not only to· 
retain most of the efficient staff, but also 
to reduce shop charges to a n1inimu1n, so 
that the Tulh- Rinr mill job-and for that 
mattPr all jobs that follow-would have the 
benefit. of the reduced overhead expenses. 
It will be apparent to all hon. members 
that. when a po-rtion of a workshop is not 
;,vorking, rertain oYcrhead charges n1ust of 
necessit:v continue. These charges 111ust sub­
sequently be remuped, so that continuity 
of operations hae the effect of maintaining­
shop charges at a proper level. I was 
particularly anxious that Vi'alkers Linuted 
should get an:'> work that was available in 
order to keep their works going, and so 
reduce the cost of the Tully River mill job, 
whieh was immediately in sight. I was 
pleased then "~hen the bridge job to which 
I hayo referred-a job in connection with 
the Burnett bridge-came the way of 
vValkers Limited. 

The latest tender will do much to provide 
employment for many men in 1faryborough; 
but there will still be many unemployed. I 
would suggest that other avenues should be 
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·sought m order to place in employment 
those who arc seeking work. Everyone 
agrees \Yith the Government in their desire 
to spend money only on reproductive work, 
and I 'vill ~uggcst certain aYenucs in whi-ch 
some of the unemplo;n'd in Maryborough 
could he u.,ed. For example, in the Rail­
wa:.· Department the question of increased 
haulage capacity for locornotiYes is goycrncd 
b,; the gradients on the ·road. Between 
J\Iaryboroug·h and Bunclaberg· a class '· C 17" 
engine eau haul 160 tons more than the 
same engine can haul fron1 Gy1npie to ~\1ary~ 
borough. That shows that on a trip from 
Gympie to :Vlaryborough it is an eYeryday 
oc,:urrenre for an engine to lo:;c 160 tons of, 
probably, <t 400-ton maximum capacity 
O\ving to tlJP fact that the gradients on ono 
:iretion arc not so W(•H cut dowu as the 
gradients on the other scrtiou. 

I df.._i' the ~ugge:'tion to do ,oml·thing for 
1 he In en 1n tlw :.\lar~ -borough di:;;trict vvho 
.:.tt·e luC':..::ing for \York. It n1igl1t bo a reas-on­
alJlc opp1rtunity for the Railway Department 
to nndertaJ.,::(~ ~01111:~ rcpl'oductiYe \York in the 
~.iircetion of eu1ting clown these grades .. 
t[JPreb:.- al1owiug the cngint'S to haul the 
£nil load of 4CO tou,. Hon. members will 
r,•ali,o thn t 160 tons out of 400 tons is 
-'J per cent., and the l·uttinf:! do·wn of these 
gradicr:t~ 1vill rertainly lw a big factor in 
tJ'..aking the trains pay. I fincl in rny district 
that 1hc Iu·al raihYa"' officlab who arc, weH 
po~tcd on thi:-> 111a1rrr are fasourable towards 
h rc'ductjou in tbc gradients, particularly 
i11 the ,-ielnity of Tiaro, and I suggest this 
1uatter for the consideration of the ~ecretarv 
for Hailwnys in order that something may 
be dom• f,n· the une1nploved bv attackinn­
tllcsc gradient,.. thereby ~Crving · the doubl~ 
purpo~e of finding· work and also of doin(J' 
~orncthj11g for rhc State. o 

Touching· on the ti1nbc-r industrv, if anv· 
cne visits, '--'the yards of ::.\lc~srs. \\-:.-ilson arlcl 
Hart., he will immedia telv J1nd evidence thel'e 
,,-hich will belie the cl:\. of " blue ruin " 
which i., so often heard from the opponents 
of the Govermnent. Within the last twelve 
months these peo plc ha Ye spent tens of thou. 
cctnds of pounds in further equipment, 
machinery, and such libo in the mill in order 
to undertake more work and a better class 
of work than they have been doing in the 
past. Apart hom the fact that they have 
~pent money on. n1achinery, the necessary 
mcrea'e in machm0ry has be<'n responsible 
for an il'lcreasc of 50 per cent. in the number 
.of the staff, and that in itself has g·one far 
towards finding work for some of the men 
who, in the ordinary course of events, would 
Go walking thP streets. Something may be 
done aleo in this direction, and I commend 
it to the Sccrl'tarv for Public Lands. For 
'omc time thr're Ilas been a slight hitch in 
rr'gard to Frascr Island. Fraser Island is 
n som·ce of a very large timber supply, 
mostly hardwood. which is brought to tho 
:.\l":ryborough milk This supply is uncertain 
{JWmg to the bitch. and I venture the opinion 
that, if the Minister gave this matter con­
sideration, he \\·otlld be able to get over the 
difficult:., ',•:hich \Yould allow the timber 
industry of Fras0r [slam! to get back on a 
proper footing and thereby conRiderablv help 
tho tirnbcr industry iu the ::\Ln·~7bO'rough 
·district. 

Let me uow touch on what is known to 
u~ <.13 "through running." That is the 
through run1ri1~g of train~ bebYeen Gyn1pio 
and Bundaberg a~ against thP old systenl 

of rumnng from :\Iaryborough to Bundaberg 
and Manl:,orough to G)mpie. I ha:e been 
handling this que,tion for some considerable 
ti1ne because it is ~~ very vexed question 
in the .cli3trict. Evervbodv is concerned about 
it because thei·e is~ verv~ serious risk-rnore 
tl;an a rick probably-if this system is insti­
tuted a11d persisted in, of the transfer of 
f>ome of the men who have spent a lifetime 
in building up their homes in Maryborough. 
Then, of courfic, the que~t1on bc-con1es. scnous, 
and I take the view that it becomes 
political. In this matter, right ~hrough 
the piece, I have been fortunate m that 
I have been backed up by the members 
of the A.F.C.L.K, the Guards' L:mon, and 
other uniou:; iuuncdiately in touch with 
the \YOl'k. These people ha ye been good 
enough rigltt tluough the p~ece to furn.rsh 
nic: with Yt'l'',' u~l'ful infor.rnauon and, hus111g 
hall a 1 rai11rug iu th H ·,ih~ ay Departnwnt, 
1 Yf•ntlt.~.c tlH' opinion that I a.rn capable of 
b:u1dllng the pc c-ii.ion-with the result that 
I haYe Lt•-·n con:-Stantly in touch \Yith the 
l\,nilway .Dcp,trtrnc'nt, aLd have ei~dea...-.oured 
to ~how th~~nl that tl.~rough running IS not 
~t ::;t-cl , , ~uH.l to 111~,; nunJ should not be 
pcr,i.<tc.l ill. In the first iu,tance. the depart­
nJcnt iutrodnced the new ru!U111Ig to ecouo­
tllJ~w iu f-,,giut' tJO\Vl'L There \YUt:i no great 
diflicult~· jl1 exp:oding this theory for the 
rea:-;cn ~thcu.. the :5Ystcnl introduced by the 
t t:pil1'tllF.-'llt h·fc Yaluablc engine:::; standing in 
tl:w \'arJ~ ut Bundaberg f{..~l' hour::; on end 
,,·itll:)ut tueniug r.t whecf, \, hich, on the face 
of it. i~ fal~t· rTonoJ<JV. This brought about 
~ cha.ll?'(' of front by fhe dcpartluc~-;t. l.Tnd~r 
tho olcl :::ss tun uwu 'xho "' cnt to Bundahe1 g 
on tralHt:>. haJ no return train on ··which to 
conlt~ Lack. and were se ut back on " >3pare. '' 
rfhe .. ~pal''_~" working Lrought about by the 
f-.\stcnl in yogue, in addition io the heavy 
'l~Yinrr of!' and other incidental expenses paid 
to" th

0

e men for unproductive duty, are a 
l1eavy 1 ax Oll the ruunlng. rfo C'Ol11bat this 
oftice·r, ban' been sent to the l\1aryborough 
tlistrict fro.n Brisbane, with the rE"'nlt that 
(:veryihing posf'ib1e is being done in an 
endeav.our tu justify the syste1n ~yen to 
runnirw ..'.lan:;orough men on the through 
~crYicc

0 

fron1~ Bundaberg· to Gy1npie and 
Gvmpio to Bnndaberg. This only a<'centu· 
ates the trouble as it has a tendency to 
bring the stand~rd of living of the me!l 
engaged in the industry back to the COl!di­
tion which existed vears ago, under which, 
to u1y knowledge, 1nf.n \V~re sent o;1,t on trains 
without haYing the slightest wea wl_nch 
clay of the week thev would be returmng. 
I inuch rerrret anv sv~tem of working on the 
road to-d;v whi~h \vill have a tendency to 
put the m"en back into the position which 
obtainPd vears ago. Taken by and large, I 
can unhesitatingly say the " through" 
running is badl~· couceiYcd and cannot be 
SU!)ported on the score of econorny .. ~nd 
should be abolished in favour of the ongmal 
schen1e \vhich "·orked so \Yell for rnany 
:years. 

While we all hail ;yith delight the fact that 
the- State fiuniJCcs have taken a better turn, 
to n1v mind the GoYcrnnleEt are standing on 
ycrv ~thin ice in accumulating a su.rvlus) on 
the" one hand. \Yhilc admitting the existence 
of an armv of nnemployed on ~he cthtr hand~ 
True it is that we are relain·ely bett0r off 
than other States. but th2t is r'ot a very 
good argument with which to meet the 
c1cinanr1 for work bv unfortunate ,,·orkers 
who. while willing ancl anxious to work, Heel 
themselves 011 the industrial scn1pheap. "\ 

Mr. Weir.] 
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happy and coptented populo iion would be a 
bcttPr assPt to a Labnur GDvernmcnt than a 
surplus .. As a mnn who understands figures, 
I apprec1ate the surplus. I know the Govern­
ment, a':rl the Ptemier particularly, have had 
a \:vornnng time 1n trying to put the finances 
on a proper footing: but to me a ha1•pv <1nd 
contented people with a smaller number of 
men unem;,Joyed would be preferable. Unem­
ployment is not peculiar to this Govern­
ment alone, but i, common to all countries in 
the world. We would be in a better position 
1£ all om· people were at work, even if we had 
a deficit instead of a. surplus. 

During the course of the week an accide>Jt 
happened in the district of the hon. member 
for Burrum. I do not want anyone to think 
~or a mom~mt .that I am deliberately attempf 
mg to preJUdJCe the ca,;c, which may become 
a most seriDus matter in the Railway Depart· 
ment. I merely want to tomoh on the caoe in 
ord~r t? !na.ko a suggeBtimJ as to ho\v to 
avo1d s1mllar happenings in the fnture. As 
"\Ve read 1n the pl'C"iS, an eno'inc went over the 
side ~f a br!dge, with. the ~·esult that a close 
fnenc; of mme was p1nned under the engine 
for s1x or seven hours. It occurred, unfor­
tunately, on a Saiurdav afternoon. \Ye know 
that immediately the brea.kdown whistle 
blows in a district the bteakdmvn gang, wher­
ever they may be, whether a,t home or at a 
pla<e of amusement, rush to their job as soon 
as poss1ble and get out on the road. Thev 
do their duty nobly and well. In this par­
tlpular case the men who heard the whistle 
dHlnot ev.on bot.her to gD home ID get into 
the1r workmg clothes. It was the call r,[ 
dutY, and, as thoro might be danger to life 
mvo)ved, they were on the job as quickly 18 
}lOhlble, I would sHggest to the Secretarv 
for Ra.1lways the advisabilitv in the nea'r 
futJ~re of having a permanent pronerlv 
eqmpped breakdown gang to be read.;; fo;. 
these emergenc1es and save loss Df life. \Ye 
dD J,lO! want to see such an accident happen 
agam; and the apJ?mntment of a permanent 
breakdo-:n gang wdl be a,b]e to render help 
more qmcldy. I am not blamino· anvone 
::'\o fault lay .with the member' of the b;·eal,: 
down gang m the recent accident. T.h,:v 
were called from all parts of the citv ancl 
went away immediately they were able' to get 
tDgeth~r .. The po~r unfortunate man who 
lost hJS hfc wa,s pm1wd under the engine 
roug:hly, from 1.50 p.m. until about 8 o'clocl~ 
at mght before they could get him out. Hon. 

members can imagine how the 
r3.30 p.m.J other man must haYe felt-I 

know him, and the ho11. member 
for Bundaberg kno\ys him well, too-work­
HW all that tune trying to free his mate with 
only a "mall hack saw in a confined space, 
wrththe result that he practically winds up in 
hosp1tal a,JmC?st a mental cas('. I think the 
thmg- . Js scrwuc; enough to call for c<o e 
altPntwn, even if it should mean a littLJ 
added "''lwnd1ture in baYing a speciallv 
PfJUIPJ_JCd gang conHnuously aya}Jablc, as iS 
done 111 the ease of n1iiH's r(' .... euc ~tations. 

Dealing with tho Gon>rnor's Speech. I 
want to f'Ornrnent on one item whirh appea]s 
to me more than any Dthcr. I rcf0r to His 
Excellenc-y's remarks in rcga.rd to tlw inter· 
mcdtalc ,.:;;y:"tCnl of educat-ion. For son1c ran~ 
sid~rablc. tin1c past I ha Ye bl err doselv con­
ncrH~d ·,< 1th secondar;"· cduc·1tion as ehc-~irn1 an 
C}f tru~tCf':; of tl12 l\lnrvborourrh Grarnn1ar 
:Srh<?ol. rrl~is i\ a schOol -,vhi·ch has bccu 
gt~tt1ng W?nctcrfu1ly good results. Anyone who 
"·at2hes tJJe Rystcrn carefu11'-' n111~t r0cogni~o 
tha c g-ood progress has been made; but we 

[Mr, 1Yeir. 

have had to be ex<,eedingly careful with the­
accommodation we have, otherwise wo would 
not he able to show the rc,ults we hav<'. We 
have a record enrolment. In the combined 
schools wo have never had an enrDlment up· 
to what it was on the lsr of .Tulv of this 
y<,ar. I suppose that our s~hools are amongst 
the bcc.j in the State. I would not like to 
detra·ct from the record of anv other >'Chool 
but I think I arn justifi,•d in sa:,ing that. On{· 
bovs' school has also dO !CC WOIHlerfn!l V well 
an,d the results generally are very good. Th~ 
trouble with grammar sd10ols generally all 
over the fltate, hm.,eYer, is one of funds. 
Every grammar school is currying on under 
d1fficultics, with a limited grant from the 
GDvernment, hut with a big demand for 
accommodation and teaching staff, therdore 
the \vholc S\"Stern ron1ains stutionarv for want 
of ability t;:, deYelop it. \Ye have in Jl.larv· 
borough two Yery \Vell-c'quipped ~ehoof~ 
whic~h are nicely situated, and it seems ~ 
great pity that the trustees have got to th" 
point where thev cannot shut their eves to 
the fact that tho buildings themselv~s aro 
whDlly inadequate. It seems to me that t.he 
sooner the State takes over the responsibility 
for the buildings the better it will be, 
because the State will have to pay in the 
long run. The State will have to spend, for 
imtance, £600 o1· £700 on buildings alone, 
and I think it is want of economy not to do 
the work now. The trustees have gDt to 
their limit at the bank, and cannDt go on any 
further. The State will not take them OY"'' 
at pr<'c,ent, and we arc at a standstill. Tlw 
trustees recently haye been through the· 
schools to see if we could not find some 
means of extending the present accommoda­
tiou. \Ve went over everv hole and corne1· 
in t.he building to sec i [ \\:e could not estab­
lish classrooms, and we found cla.sses of a~ 
many as forty boys under the supervision of 
one te~cher. Frorn rny experience, I vm1ture 
the opmion that no one man can comrol forty 
boys i~I a secondary school. It is not po.><ib-1..:' 
111 pnmary school work, t.nd I aru ouite 
satisfied it is not possible in secondary school 
\York. It does not give a 1nan a chanc . .: to 
get to undcrshnd the t.cmperanwnt of hiz 
boys. ..._\ny nran in this IIom:;e \Vith a filmily 
of, say. three, knows fl·orn hiE own experience 
how difficult it is in his own case. with a 
limited number of children: SO WC can under­
Stand how much more difficult it is wher<e 
there are as mane· as fortv children in a 
class in a building' which is 'inadequate, and 
we can a,ppreclate the necessity for extra 
expenditmc on accommodation. \Ye have 
been considering the advisableness of taking 
over the old gyn1nasium and reflooring it, 
but the truetecs cannot do anything for \vant 
of funds. I would suggest to the Secretary 
for Public Instruction that eomething .hould 
be arranged bct,:;een his department and that 
of the Secretary for l'ublic \Vmks, and that 
one of them should take the responsibility. 
They will have to lake over sooner or later, 
not onlv our but other schools. The,· are 
good bUildings, and I think the da,Y· ha~ 
arrive,d '''hen the GoYernn1nnt ~houlcl take 
thorn over or find the fullds fo1· th" trnstre-; 
to clfcet the HeC26sary repairs. It j, ·· penny 
\Yi~c and pound foolish·: to let thcrn '~rip." 

H.Pc-ardinf!· the pl'oposf'd introduction of 
thc intermediate 0ducation systcn1, take the 
C:l."C' of engineering r~::; a ca~c in point. 'I'o 
obtain _tn engineering certificate a boy rnuf't, 
tnke one of two ]angungcs, F~·cnch or 
La tin. I cannot understand why an 
engineer shonld kno·w either I~"'rench or 
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Latin. I can quite understand that, 
with a knowled;e of, say, Latin, it will 
giYe a 1nan a better grasp of the derivation 
of English: but the average ruan in this 
House or in tho stred can learn enough 
English in his time to scne him for all time 
and for all vocations without languages being 
included in the engine0ring examination. H8 
has enough in his mind without loading it 
with fot~eign languages, and for that reason 
I consider the department should start with 
the univt>rsity instead of starting at the 
bottom. I believe that the universities-I do 
not say this to bP unfair--are so ingrained 
with old ideas and ctodgy suggeotions-rnlc'< 
w1thin the walls of the building and customs 
of the game-that the': will not move to 
e1iminate unnecessary ;nbjects unle~~s some­
thing definite is done. I hope the thing 
will b0 got oYer without much troublP. and, 
if that c:tn J-·e done, there is a reasonablv 
good chanc" of improving the scheme. I 
hav~ never been able to underctand whv 
there should be such a cl ispa ri 1\ beh,·een the 
standard of examination for a high school 
and for a grammar ,;chool. Those who follow 
the question very closely know that there 
aro thr0e ~ubjectM for the examination fo1· 
admission to the high school, and 'five 
sub]Pcts m the case of the grammar school 
an cL in addition, tlw subj eds are more cliffi: 
cult. It. is more diffi<:ult to p<l's the scholar­
ship Pxamin:'tion than it is to pass a high 
Rchool cxanunahon; vet "\Ve find sometimes 
ill the same city ·both a high school 
and a grmnrnar ~chool, 'vhich 1s not 
a good .;;che1ne, and not sr~rving the 
purpose that the ,,_,hools were intended 
to sorvf'. I an1 not saying that, if you 
make tlJC shndard of the examination for 
the two uniform by bringing the standard 
for t~e ~jgh school up to the scholarship 
exammatwn, there will not be disabilities 
in the country I can imagine that t~wre 
will be. The country school teac~er, pcrhap>'. 
has twentv to th1rty ch1ldren w1th no a"ist­
ance. and no chance of forming a special 
scholarslnp class, whereas the big schools in 
the town can maintain one master to attend 
to the scholarship classes. That may have 
been ~n the main responsible for the' differ­
ence m the two standards · bnt a ftor all 
th_ere is coming; the day when tl;e standard 
wlll have to be revisPd either hv a levelli1w 
up or by a levelling clown. I ;m not going 
to say whether n should be a levelling up 
01· a levelhng down, but my own llE'rsonal 
opinion is-I give it for what it i~s worth 
-that the standard for a scholarship is low 
Cl'OU!!h. and I belicn' that, if then' <>onld 
be m the country a system wherebv children 
could be trained for scholarship· purposes, 
then the mattr•1· would be all right. Tf we 
rould get them all on t1w 011e level with that 
intcJ:nwcliatP _s,v.tem-I hk0 it the ohiect. of 
the Int.C'rrnr>tbcttc system is a matter of s0con­
rlar:<' education coupled \nth technical educa­
twn--ancl forge ahc.ad _from that through 
thP next gap, co-ordmabng the high ~chool 
ilnd 1hc g-rnrnn:2~r. school. and elirnlnatir2g 
u_nnrc "'''ll'.• mbl<'Cts, th0 schPme will be all 
r1ght. It. S0C•ms nbsmd that in BunrhlJcr .. ·. 
1larvborong·h, 'l'omYoomba, and Rockhamp­
ton tlwrc should he a grammar school with 
a teacher 111 <·orn:n0rclal snbj0ct..-, ancl ovc1· 
the raced a t.cchnJcal colle«e with a tcachc1· 
in co:nmercial suhjccts. \Ve have n ·i~arher 
of sclPnce 1n the gran1n1ar St 1 Jool. and a 
t0achcr of science in the technical coll0-;;-e 
OYPr the roa<~---811. to n1y n1ind, ovcr1ctppil1g 
If Wf' could rake the sccnndarv students into 
one class and draft them thro.ugh the inter-

n:•ediate course on to, perhaps, the univer­
slty, then we would haYe something worth 
while. 

Then there is next step, assuming that our 
goal is to prepare• those boys leaving school 
and going on to the unskilled labour market 
I think it is a tragedy that so n1any of ou; 
Amtralian bo.\s are not being trained. \Ye 
want to pick thc'se youngsters up and if it 
is at. all po'·-,ihle. rnakc traJesnlt:n of 'thern. 
l presume that is ,,·hat the scheme is for. 
That is what we desire to a ( tain. \Vo meet 
with di!ficultico, but wc are proceeding in the 
ri;;·ht direction. Ii th·· boy passes the scholar­
~hip examination~ he enters on his inter­
nu:diate eour:::.c and heads for the uruvcrsrtv. 
Tlw intention is to give that boy two ycai·s 
to ~tudy for the junior university examina­
tion. Jt teems to me that it cannot be !he 
~arne standard of cxaruination as prevails 
no\\" for tYhich. t_hcse youn~·sters have a cour3e 
of study- extcndrng oye1· two and a~half vears 
If it is, then they arc now spending half a 
;. car doing nothing, which I know is not a 
fact. I know it takes an ordinarv student 
c1uite two and a-half years to prepare to get 
through tht-. junjor uniYer~ity examination. 
Th<'r<' arc quite a lot of authorities on educa­
tion who are strongh oppost'cl to the reduc­
tion of the JWriod from t hrce to two and 
a-ltalf y0ar,. Pt'rsonally, I am not opposed 
to that re.dnctwn. I believe that two and 
a-half years is quite sufficient to enable a 
younp-ste1· to study and get through the 
junior 0xamination. I do not think, though, 
that a two years' course can give the samu 
result,. It is obYious to me that, if the 
intermediate course i:o rcclncod from two and 
~t-half to t',YO yeaP', the nutnbcr of subjects 
is abo being cut do\:vn. If it rneans eliinina­
tion from the s~udy of a boy !w;tding for n 
mechamcal calhng of such stupid subjects 
'" L,, tin and French, then it is all to the 
good. I can quite nnderstand Latin being 
a. compulsory subject for a person studying 
for medicine. The doctor merely learns 
Latin in order lo deceive the patient by 
prescribing .. aqua pura n instead of " pure 
\Yatcr'' I certainly think that a system of 
intermediate education as propounded in the 
Gov('rnor's Speech, is \:Vorthy of considera­
tion and if it is at all possible we should 
all stri.-c to offer some sngg€·,tion to build 
up a sclwme of \\ hich all '.hould be proud. 

Another matter I would like to refer to is 
the propos0cl amendment of the Fair Rents 
Court Act. It has appeared to me from 
1nnc to tin1C' that there i~ a \Yeakness ju 
the ),cr. It is quite possible under the Act 
to-clay to JH'otost against the amount of rent 
being cha,·gNl for a honw. It is equally 
po~sible for the owner of the home to vic­
timisP the t<•nant b;-· adopting means, with 
tit<' aid of a chain of friends, making it diffi­
' ult for that man to ~·et into any other house. 
·while that is Jlossi61" \YC should overcome 
't either h:-· allowing the· union in which the 
lH)r...;on is intcrc~tcd to ilght 1he ca".e instead 
of the indi,·iclnal, or bY imtiruting a system 
nf l)Olicing nndce Government authority. just 
n"' is don0 in connection 'vith a\\J..rcls of the 
Board of TradE' and Arbitration. The 
11 trticular point I \Yant to malTe is that: 
there ;,, no protection to JWOple starting out 
i:_1 bu:-;inehCif', in which the-''- have inve~::ted 
"' ,'ry ]Wnny they posses' in 'thP world. The 
Fair Hcnt.s { 'onrt should be acceSsible to 
1 •ople in bu~inc~-; a~ \Yell o.;; to people livjng 
in chn•JlinC(.::. I 1nakc ihe ~uggc.::tion in the 
hope that the matte,· cyjll be brought up at 
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some future date, as it IS quite po,sible for 
the,e people lo be right in the hands of 
people who haYe no consideration for what 
i3 a fair thing. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (AJbrrt): I haYc 
listened with a very considerable amount of 
interest to the speeches of the hon. members 
for Sandgate. \Yynnum, and Marybowug·h, 

. and l ask : Ha Ye they actually put their 
finger ou the s]lot that is troubling Queens­
land to-day., It. is all very well to '''".Y· 
.. You are another," but there is no force 
in that al'gurnent. IIa:; anything been tiug­

"gested Ly the present Admi11istration or those 
vrho ha n:- already ~poken v;,rhereby IYC arc 
6uing to solve tho difficulty \vhich exi~,ts 
to-day? It. will be admitted on .tll sides 
that ·the great difliculty is unemployment. 
\Y c:.. knov 1 hat unernploynwnt exi~ts practi­
"J.lh· t.'\-ervwhere in the \Yorld to.daY. 
Whether 01: not it is the result of the Urcin 
\Yar, ·which ha~ cau~t·d such an UlJhetxal in 
OUl' indn:'trlal conditiouf', is not the qucstiml. 
Sin1pl~,, to ;;.ay that unPrnployn1enr cxi~ts in 
othPr r'onntric'"", anJ to use that as an E~rgu­
rr,cnt :-:;o faT <1~ tbe position is Quccu~land 
i~ concerned. i~ not the b( 'jt v: .lY to ~oln· 
the pi·obl<'m. Does the Opening 'slll'Cch of 
1--Ti:'l Excell<>r,_'y the GoYC'rnor, which, after 
all, l'llltncinte~ the polic~.r of thP prc~rnt 
..::-\Jn1inl ... ! ration. contain anything whleh otfcrs 
a ,o]ntion to 1bc probl"m of unemployment·: 
.:\"o; and not one ~pcakcr 011 the G-on:-rn­
Iltent --idc ha~ suggr>sted a solution. 

~Jr. O'I(EEf'E: V\~hat do JOH suggc;;t '? 

hox. .] . (;. APPEL: \Yo know what 
JWlitieal eco110n1i-ns ban) said on the effect:'i 
of orer-taxa!ion. One has onlv to re1d tho 
' orks of J olm Stuart Mill to become 
acquainr-ed \Vith the disastrous effects of oYer­
taxation. There is no getting away from it. 
that thE> o\-er-taxation from which v e arc 
,:,uff~~ring ha~ a reactionary effect upo1i the 
tYOr.Kers. 

I was rather amused at the remark which 
fell from the iips of the hon. member for 
IlPrbert. ho stated that under a preYiOLl< 
Administration the amount of taxation nor 
htad or per minute was so much. ·But the 
hon. gentleman did not toll us that the loan 
indebtedne" of the State has doubled since 
the pre~ent GoYernnH~nt took office; nor did 
he tell ns what the amount of taxation is 
to-day. H<e made a point that taxation has 
a11 effect upon our cconotnic position. Un·· 
questionably it has. Let me remind the hon. 
gentleman that at tho time he speaks about 
the amount speEt in relief was Yery small 

-compared with the expenditure to-da)·. For 
example. during the last year that I was 
associated with the Homo Department the 
I'Piief exp<'nditnre amounted to approxi­
matf'l_v £5,0C{); and hon. members who clcsirc 
to make a comparison need only look at tho 
figures for the last financial year. That is 
the answer to the contention of the hou. 
member for Herbert that his party has done 
so mnch more for the workers of tho State 
thnn the· preYious Administration. 

Mr. O'KEF.FE: The present Administration 
look after the children. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Does the hon. gentle­
man foe· one moment contend that the pre­
viO!.Js Administration did not look after the 
children? It \vas a Governrnent fron1 this 
1-ide of the House which instituted all the"' 
menus of relief for the children and for the 
b,,nciit of the mothers of the children. 

1\Ir. O'KEEFE' They 12,·ave the foster-mother 
more than 0-;.c natural rnother. 

[JJr. 11'eir. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and to-day, I 
au1 solTV to say, under the present Adminis­
tra-tion ·a woman \Yho is practically destitute 
and wl~o has only one child can get no relief. 
It is jmL as well to realise these things; and 
also that only a certain number of children 
rPceiYc relief under the vrcseni Adnlinistra­
tion. Of course, we are promised in His 
Excellency's Speech-which is really the 
policy of the UoYernment-an amer:dment 
in that direction. Prior to last clectwn we 
\1'ere told that we wer<:' to have maternity 
::dlo-\vaJwcs, but thi8 1 cforrn has never 
<'vcntuatcd, although it was promised nearly 
thn•e vears ago. One of the organi·,·ers of 
the pa~ri,,· .in pol"ver, traveHing 1.vith n1e on 
our; act 1sion, ~a.i.d, " Th,>t ·was an ex-cellent 
:;;tunt uf our;-;. It V\OU't bo carried out, but 
bc'forc next c!t,ction we will introduce that 
stctnt again. and I have no doubt that it will 
lw cquall:· dfcctiYc." Apparently, that stu~(; 
IS go1ng ro be IntroducPU af..,UllL ~\ hother 1t 
~ ... ifl be effective or not I d0 Tiot know, but 
I ha Ye no dollht thnt It "~ effcctiYc at the 
1 a~t elections. I ren1en1bE't one organiser for 
the Labour t<>ndiclate in mv electorate went 
to one indiyjdual who has a nuinbcr of 
d1ildrcn ·.ncl pointed out that under the pro­
poBcd schnnc r!Lt individual would receive 
£3 a IVCPk, and. he said, "I got a Yote from 
thnt part,.·) Tl1c iHdiYidual ;;:.aid. "\Vhy, 
I 11eccl 11c\ er '' ork again ::tnd I can keep a 
n1o1or car.'' (Laughter.) 

The fOECRE'L\RY FOR PcnLIC \YORKS: On £3 
a \YCCk '? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: He li,·cd in the 
count.rv. Tni~ organi~"l'r sa,id that that stunt 
WU'\ vCrv effective. 

\Yhv have not the GoYf'mment, in the first 
in~uulcc, suggested a reduction in the number 
of members of this House? 

I1ir. HY:>;ES: That '-\'OU!d do away with the 
(Jpposition altogether. 

Hm:. J. G. APPEL: That is probably 
what the hon. member would like-wipe out 
the Opposition side_ and increase thc!r '?wn 
nnrnbPrs, as they did at th<; last redistn~u­
tion of seats. I want to a.rnve at a solutiOn 
of this unemploym'ent clifficultr, and why not, 
in the first instance, reduce the number of 
members of this How;e from seventy-two to 
fifty? As the Lca,der of the Opposi t~on 
pointed out. there arc electorates 111 whJCh 
the number. of elector; is only one-third of 
the number in other electorates. 

The next point is this-and I speak as a 
country member: \Vhat is causing the influx 
of votmg fellows from the country into the 
tov;n? The hon. member for Maryborough 
spoke about giYing facilities for improved 
<'duration. Has the hon. memLcr ever con­
sidc'red how those young fellows and girls 
arc going to find employment? I know of 
one selector whose son gained a B.A. degree, 
and after he had the degree he could not 
gE>t \\ork. That will not solve the difficulty. 
The only thing that will_ solve the problem 
of unemplo~·ment is by mducmg_ p_eople to 
settle upon tlw land. The stat1shcs show 
that millions of acres of land in Queensland 
arc being vacated, and that settlement on 
thr land is not increasing. \Ye have had 
thi' unemployment problem before. and it 
\HIS solYed by putting· people upon th? !and. 
Whnt inducement is the present Admrmstra­
tion giving to people to g·o on the land? 
You cannot get a freehold tenure m land. 
You f'annot get a hornestead area. 

:\Ir. O'KEEFE · ·what do you \Vant a free­
hold for? 
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: The inducement to 
people to go on the land was previously the 
freehold interest in the land-a homestead 
area of 160 acres at 2s. 6d. per acre, with 
fiye years' re:sidence and i1nproven1ents, 
twenty years to pay, and after five years the 
110mesteader could pay off the whole of the 
amount. The result was that people went 
upon the land. They could not get what 
we term the basic wage, but they were quite 
>l'i!ling to go upon the land uncler tho"' 
('Onditions. because thcv realised theY were 
building up capital. Tho question of unem­
ployment was thus solved. People went on 
i he land then, but to-day they are quitting 
the land. 

\Ye have various agricultural industries. 
and I wish to draw attention to ihc arrow­
root industry. I suppose 1 he electorate T 
reprrsent produces the largest amount of 
arrowroot in Queensland. I an1 not bla1ning 
the Director of Agriculture in this matter: 
hut the growers are being told to restrict 
their operations because there is not a 
o'ufficient market to be found for tlw mann­
facturecl article. \Yhat is the result of 
restricting ihe arp1, to be rultiYaiod' It. 
~in1ply nlPans the re'"trict·ion of the ~:unount 
of labour which would othr1 wi" b<' 
Pmployr-d. Thc:;;r· ar0 tnattrr::;. -which descrY<' 
the ronsiclc'ration of the Hons' nm1 wltic!I 
1naterially uffe('t the question' of solving· 
une1nplo:_\nncnt. ..~ largo nun1ber ~of young 
n1en arc en1plov0d in OlU' rnral industries. 

It is not a q uc ,tion of >vagc "· 
[4 p.tn.] but, o·wing to taxation, a Iarp:C' 

nutnbcr of nH~n rngagcd in cnu 
agricultural industries have been compellPd 
to. dispense with thc·ir employPes, who hav<' 
dr1fted to the cities. All these arP mattprs 
\Yhich require consideration, ancl in othn 
'States than Queensland. 

::Ylr. HYXE~: And under Tory Govern­
ments. 

HoN. J. G. Al'PEL: It is only receptl~.' 
that there has been a change of Government 
in l'\cw South \Vales and a change in South 
Austraiia. There is a Labour Government 
in Victoria. and om; in Western Australia. 
The interjection of the hon. member reminds 
me that. if he had been reading the statistics 
of Western Australia. he would realiso that 
the policy of the Labour Government there 
is very different from that of the Labour 
Government in Queensland that \Vestern 
Australia has become our g~eat competitor, 
and that a large flow of settlement is takiHg 
place to vVestern Australia which heretofore 
\Yfls directed to Queensland. And why? 
Taxation is not so great in \Vestern Aus­
tralia, and the facilities which are given to 
the settlers thNc arc superior io those which 
a re offered in Queensland. 

An 0PFOS1Tf0:<: MEoTDER: And they can got 
a freehold in \Vestern Australia. • 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Certainly they can 
g<'t a freehold there. I could never under­
,iancl why. with om· millions and millions 
o:' acres of land, we should refuse to give a 
h'echold to those who desire it. \Ve gave 
1 he option of freehold or a perpetual lease; 
hnt how many people took advantage of the 
lntt,,r s'·stem" 'The percentage was so small 
'" to be negligible. Yet for some reason-or 
for no reason-the present Administration 
bid it clown as a matter of policy that, 
"·ith millions of acres of land which should 
be scttkc1. they wnuld refuse to give anybody 
a freehold. 

1\lr. O'KEFFE: 'They leased it to Chinamen 
on the Atherton Tableland. 

Tlox. J. G. _'\.PPE:L: The hon. member 
m:1v know tuorf' about Chinamen than I do. 
J !{aye had no business dealings with them. 
1 am ~peaking of Europeans and my o'vn 
fellow natin's, who want to get freehold. 
CJnly this morning a young fellow whose 
fatht'r is a dairvman in mv electorate came 
to nlc for a reco~n1n0ndatio:rl in an endeavour 
tu gL·t a po:.:ition in town. I said, " \V)1y 
arc 3-0u lC'aYing your farm? You have been 
l>roug·bt up in th<' dairying industry. You 
know all about it." He said, "\Vel!, I am 
not going io 1 akc a perpetual leasehold. If 
1 c~lliJOt fJ0t freehold, if I cannot get a 
hom<'stc.tn. I will 'ec what I can do in the 
c·itv." And that is onlv ono of a number 
ol · JIJStrrnces. Yon. ::\lr: Speaker, know as 
w,•l\ "' I do that these arc facte, and that is 
onL· of thL' problt>rnR ·wt' have to deal with. 

~Ir. (l'J\-:r-:h:: It i~ only one. 

lfoc.: . .J. (: .. \FPEL: We can only judge 
I~.\~ tl!f• n·c~-irclf' of 1 he dc-partn1.cnt., \Vhlch 
~lt<J\Y ho\v 1nany hnvc gone out of rural 
Ot.TllJl'nt-iotJs. lln•· art> \YC to solve this 
p1-·oblr•ln of tlll('lllplo:.~nH:-nt ·: 

:\lr. Tirc.=t:-: Ho,_·_ " 

I-J.oc: .. J. U. "\I'PEL: By ,ettling- 1wople on 
tht· lrt1Hl and 1nakinp; conditions so attrac­
tive ~.:" tn oifc-r an in(1ucc.rnent to those who 
d0~in• to follow ~:uch occupation.r-:. I have 
::~t a.tC'c1 on diffpr(':tl'f occasions, and hon. rne1n~ 
ht·r, np]JO~itP arp av.·an_• of the truth of m:v 
:-'tatf'nH•nt, ihat. settlenlr>nt upon the land 
n~('alB hard 'vork. 

i\Ir. Hn:Es: The 'lron. member for Oxley 
said that he would soh·e the problem by 
bringing 500,000 1nen fron1 ovcrsea.3. Do 
~-ou suL>·cribc to t.hat. policy also? 

~1r . .~-\iAx"·ELL: That is wrong; and you 
know it. 

Hox .• J. G. APPEL: T wish to see my 
fellow native' settled upon the land. 

Mr. HYXE~: Do ~;-ou repudiate the hon. 
member for Oxley also? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What have I to do 
'''ith the hon. member for Oxley? Am I 
rc-,pon,ible for what j, uttered by the hon. 
member for 'Townsville? I am simply endea­
vouring to offer wme solution of the problem 
of JUlelnploymPnt, which is admitted to be 
the great problem thaL we have to face 
to-clay. 'The mere panacea of the Govern­
nwnt rlnding oome work by reducing rail­
way g~·adient.-; here or doing work there is 
not gmng to solve the problem. 

Mr. BRJ:C'E: The hon. member for 
\Y ynnum suggested that. 

Ho:<:. J. G. APPEL: I did not hear him 
suggest that. 

Mr. HYKES: Could th<' pwblem be solved 
ll,v bringing 500,000 people from overseas, as 
suggested by the hon. member for Oxley? 

Ho:<:. J. G. APPEL : If they were going 
on tbc land, it would. I do not believe in 
hringing uHskillcd workers to this country. 
\Ye have to settle this country, but our policy 
should not bP one of importing unskilled 
worker,. \Ve should end0avour to induce 
people to go upon the land ; but before that 
can be achieved thev must be granted free­
hold tenure and attractive conditions. 
Simpl,- dumping 500,000 people into the 
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towns would tend only to make the position 
\YOl".S{', 

Mr. BRcCE: That is the suggestion from 
your side. 

Hm;, .J. G. APPEL: ::-.io doubt the hon, 
member has made suggestions, which SUI)· 

ge·•tions did not meet with acceptance by Jus 
leader or bv the CabineL I have my own 
views; the hon. member for Oxley has his; 
the hon. member for Townsville has his; 
and the hon. member for Kennecly has his. 
llot"• the hon, member for Kennedy contend 
tbat our population of 900,000 is a sufficient 
population? If he does. then all I can say 
i'· t:hat I am sorry for him. '\Vhen you hear 
the opinions of men who have travelled 
Queensland extollinll' its possibilities and 
landing its potentialities, and you hear hon. 
members in this House contending that we 
haye a sufficient population. then all I can 
•a,y is : God help Queensland ! 

Mr. BRcCE: '\Vc have too many 
unemployed. 

Hm;. J. G. APPEL: I 1·m trying to find 
a solution for that difficulty. The hon. 
member interjected that the inflm. into the 
cities "as greater in the other States than 
it is in Queensland, but I do not accept that 
statement. I want to prevenl that influx, 
and the only method by which that can be 
done is hy the method which was adopted 
many years ago whPn similar conditions 
existed-that is, give the people a chance 
to acquire a hon1estcad area at a minimum 
rate, and make the conditions to settle on the 
land attractive. 'fo-da v the conditions can 
be made very much more attractiYe t,han they 
were in the past, when these pioneers went 
into our scrubs and made the State what it 
is to-day. ·ro-day the conditions for the 
greater success of .mch a scheme are far 
better. It is the duty of the Government to 
makP provision for- the ~dtlement of the 
land, but I can see no provision made in the 
GoYernor's Speech-which is th.· policy of the 
Administr·ation-for finding and creating 
markets for our products. I haYe a.!reacly 
pointed out that the growers of arrowroot 
have been informed that they must not plant 
the &ame quantity ae the.- have been accus­
tomed to plant. That is actually a rc-,triction 
of the cultivation of the land. Then legis­
lation introduced by the present Adminis­
tration restricts a selector to grow only such 
produce as is permitted by the department. 
That is a most extra-ordinary provision, 
because wo all know that there are men 
who are expert; in one kind of agriculture, 
some in other kinds, and ::tgain others in some 
other form of agriculture; and to tell these 
people that the;• must only take up that land 
on their agreeing to gt·ow certain produce 
only is merely d>iving- sottlemcut to our 
gre'at competitor-vVcstern Australia. 

:VIr. HYNES: Isn't it far easier for a person 
to obtain land under our lease hold svstem 
than under the freehold ;;vstem? · 

HoN. J. G. Al'PEL : l thought my sug-­
gestion \vas not rontrov-crsi al. I was suggC>st~ 
ing a solution, ono being that opportunity 
be given to people to settle on the land. 

i\Ir. HYN'ES : Thev can settle on the land 
under the leasehold. system. 

HoN .J. G, APPEL: T.hc3 will not go on 
the land under the present conditions, 

:VIr. HYNES : Why not? 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: 'fhcy cannot get the 
land at 2s. 6d. an acre, as they could under 
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the old conditions. Is it not better to haYe 
the land settled, even if you permit it to 
be tflkon up free, than have it lying idle' 
Land s0ttlenwnt will v. ithdraw a large number 
of people from the ranks of unemployed, and 
relic-Ye the conO'estion existing in our cities. 
That is the poi';,t I am driving at; hut my 
;·uggcstion appa.rently does not me•:t wrth the 
approval of some hon. members opposrte. 
aHhough it proved a solution on a former· 
occasion when a large amount of unemploy­
ment existed. I have no hesitation in saying 
that if this policy were pursued under the 
prPs~nt conditions, a large amount ?f settle­
ment would take place to the benefit of tho· 
State and the relief of a large number of men 
who to-day are unemployed. 

Mr. CoNROY: Do yon think that those 
men would mako good dettlers 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They did before, and 
I baHl no doubt thcv would do so agalll. 
Then~ is a certain nu~mber of men \vho are 
qr,employable, but the majority of men desire· 
to bv employed. 

C\f r. Co~ROY : X ot as settlers. 

Ho~. ,J. G. APPEL: That is the hon. 
gentleman's view; but I do n?t know what 
l-is electorate would be were rt not for tl!e· 
,cttlcrs on the land. The hon. gentleman 
has an object lesson in his own electorate. 
As l say, it seems a very hard thmg when 
wen can· be seen going about, unable l:o 
<•btain work. 

Mr. CON'ROY: They would not all make 
good settlers. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: We admit that; but 
tlw vcrv fact of settlement would stimulate 
employr1rent. It is very disheartening to• 
,ce men walking about unable to get work, 
although willing to work. '\Vho jeer at 
them? 

:\Ir. \Vr~i"'<T\!;'LEY: The Opposition. 

iro~ .. J. G. APPEL: Why, then, did a 
rlqll!tation from the une'?ployed w":it o_rr 
j[,e Leader of the Opposrtron to gam h111 
snnnathv? Is it not a fact that the present 
"~dn1inistration have dismissed more men 
than any previous Government? 

Mr. HA';LON: That is untrue. 

HmL ,J. G. APPEL: The Government say 
tlJCy are '·deflating" men, but I do not 
.. uppose it matters verv much to the poor 
unfortunate man whether he is told his· 
position is brought. about_ by sacking_ or by 
dcflaiing. The fact remams that he rs out; 
that he gets very little sympathy from the 
Govcrnmer,t, and is prompted to wait upon 
the Opposition to as~< for their assistance. 

In common with other hon. members, I 
rPCc'iYccl a cornmunicatlon frorn a correspon~ 
d0nt in connection with 1nineral leases on 
the ::\Ionnt Cannindah mineral field. The 
writer pointed out that the warden recom­
wendcd that the lcscs should be grant.f'd, 
but the,· were refused by the Minister. 'l'he 
lccseholdors vvho ,]id not carry out. the labour 
conditions han; had the lea'Jes restored ta 
them. and arc still not carrying out _the 
iubov.r conditions. 1\h corTC>'ponclent pomts 
nLit that tlwy-I think there are two or 
three of them connected with it-were pre­
narcd to carrv out the labour conditions and 
j'Jro,-ide wor!Z for the required number of 
''"'n in connection with those lea.ses. Yet t11e 
pn•,cnt \dministration, who profess to_repre­
""nt the v··orkers of ~his State, have heel up 
tho·.e lea-ses, and, in consequence, men who, 
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wcckr tiv regulations of the :Mines Depart­
mcut, wou!d be employed, are, in effect, 
unernployt~d. These arc things wo have to 
di,cu~~. bcr:au'C' ~t is bv careful attention to 
"!:he~e 111atters that urlen1ploynrent 1nay be 
n•du:cd. 

To •,urn1naris,·, I suggc3t a reduction in the 
11Umber of m<·mbers of this House from 
s~_'venty-t\YO to fifty. 

Thte Government should induce people to 
settle on the land by reintroducing home­
stead sel<>ction at 2s. 6d. an acre, making the 
conditions artraetiYe to people, gi,-ing them 
every facility and providing every means by 
which la hour can be employed. 

:VIr. O'KEE<'E; ·what you advocate would 
nH_'a.n Inore uncrnployrncnt. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: :V!ineral lenses are 
tied up bErause they happen to be held by a 
wealthy class of men. Bona fide men were 
prepared to take up thPse lease', subject to 
the approval of the Minister, and were pre­
pared to work these IC'asc·· und employ the 
quota of men required by the ]'dines Depa-rt­
ment, and i,hey were refused. And now the 
hon. member,; interjects, "That would create 
nnemployment." Of course, the action of the 
l.\lini~ter is creating unemployment. I dar0 
say the hon. member who interjects is not 
sympathetie towards the unemployed. I ron­
fr-<s that I am, because it must lw the bitierc.st 
thing in life for a. man who desires work if 
he eimnot obtain it. 'l'hc hon. member fer 
\Yynnum gave instances wherebv, owing to 
the adion of militant union". men were 
refused admis><ion into the unions, and 'vere 
thereby comtwlled to join the ranks of the 
unemployed. I am a unionist myself. 

The SECTIET.\RY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: Wh:1t 
union? 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: I am a member of 
the union of the legal profe,sion. Of cmnse, 
before admittance to that union YOU have to 
pass an educational qualificatim1. I a.clmit 
that. lmt with the unionH to whieh the hon. 
member rders it is a question of the payment 
of a fPc, and it is a questiOn of whethce it 
suits the rnen1bers of that union to allov.· 
anyone to come in and get employment. If 
unioni~n1 is 1 o be pure~ then evcrv rnan 
should han' tlw right to jom a. unim!. \\".­
all know that in soinD case~ the• an1onnt 
chart~;ed for an admiesion ticket rangt up to 
as muc·h as £10. 

Mr. ()'KEEFE: Where? 

Hoei. J. G. APPEL: In Queonolaml. 

l\fr. Fr:RRICKS: In the lawyers' union. 

Ho:'i .• J. G. APPEL: It is more than th:.t 
in I11Y nnion. In eonnet'tton ·with these other 
uniorls it i net a qucshon -vs to ho"\v dfici0nt 
a. 1uan n1a~v be. In ihP- l1Eion to which I 
belong, if yon sho\V your cffir1enry, you arc 
admitted. The trade uniono to •y!Jich J h~.ve 
ref<?lTcd praetically tak·; a,,~8Y a 1nan's right 
to work. The 1 ight to work should be 
iulH'rcni in every 1nan, ·p,-~t it do,"' not exi~+­
in Qtwl'nsland to-clay. That is anothn c "'"" 
of UlH'l11ployrnent in this State of ours. 

In a<ldrcs-ing myself to this subject I hwo 
11ot iudnlgcd in any vcr.sonalitic~ It i--5 a 
n1aitc'r which sho11ld b<: above per~onali1irs. 
EYcr\~ rnerub0r of this Hou~e should be cnn­
cerned in finding work for the unemployed­
not wme panacea by which you find a bit of 
work here; and a bit of work there, and then 
flncl. \Y!H:·n the n1oney i~ cxprndc~d. thftt the 
HEcmploymcnt , c ill exists J\Iy desire is that 

the House and the _\clminictration ehould 
address thenFelYes to tl::e question of solving 
the whole problem of unemployment-not for 
the moment, but for all time-and tlw only 
"'·'Y to do that is by settlement of the people 
on the land. 

Or'e ho,J. member opposite interjected, 
" \l:h:,- not perpetual least:hold ?" \Vhat 
c-)Untry 1)0~:-,0S~£>s the ruost patriotic people in 
Eurone '? \Yf' know that it is France And 
w}p. 'is it so' It is mving to the freehold 
in land po' scssed by the smull peasant pro­
l"·iotors. who e ,tPcm that land as their most 
I'D lnable poss("ion. 

Mr. BR\CE: \Yhich they got aftC'r the 
French Re·Tolution. 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL: They ·did and 
apparently we shall ne0d to have a r;evolu­
tion her,, before people can get freehold 
land; arnl the quickc>r we have that revolu­
tion and the sooner those d<><pots who have 
decided that no man in Queensland shall get 
a freehold arc s'l·ept a way, so much the 
l.:ctter for the State of Queensland. 

The ques: ion of Communism has been 
hrou[\ht up Is it not a fact that prior to 
t.lw last election the hon. gent lema u who 
leads the nresent Administration said there 
was no C~mmunism in Queensland? \Vhat 
did he say the other daY? He said that, if 
necessary, be would introduce l_egislation so 
that Con1!nunists who '\d?re do1ng so n1uch 
injury to the community should be controlled. 
The Premier has got his part.:v to heel­
there is no doubt about that. I remember 
the time when JIH'mbcrs of the party opposite 
said thev belie,-ed in Lenin-they were 
Bolshevik>-but now we never hear a word 
abont iL The Premier has got them abso­
lutelv at bPel. Thev >tre the most sen·ile 
party that c•Ycr sat 'behind a Government. 
They will "' ,t!]ow anything. I would like 
to kno'' ,,-h_v this is so. The party opposite 
at dcction ti1ne and other tirnes say, "Give 
us your po]icy !'' I say to t.hmn. " Give us 
your policy !" Can any one say that this 
rag-tag and bob-t>tiled list of nothing but 
amending mcasnres-I see there is that little 
innocent again-t:he amendment of the Stamp 
Duties Act-is a policy'! 

The hon. memhcr for Hcrbcrt spoke about 
middlcmPn. Probablv the hon. member for 
HPrbert. is more R\lC'~cssful fmanciully as a 
middleman than the hon. member for 

\Yynnum. That is the funny 
[4.30 p.m.] part of it. He a! o spoke about 

infant.Jie mortality. Of course, it 
i." rldiculou~ for anv GoYcnuncnt to clain1 
that they alone arc 'responsible for humani­
tarian measures. All these enactments pro­
viding for the care of our children were 
initiated by the previous Administration. 
In thP >,>me 'vay thev initiated our educa­
tion systen1. Rut fbcre i;;: no particular merit 
tu be ascribed t0 the Administration of 
vyhjnh 1 IYfiS a n1cn1b0r for baYing established 
the liniYcr~ity of Qu0('1JsJa,nd, nnd Ruch {ine 
t<--·hnical ancl other cchools: and to sav that 
anv t1nrty is resJlOll'iblc for the-e things is a 
frJlacy. The ~ame rernnrk appli'-'S to our 
b< ll'YO!ent institutions, although I can say 
that thc\T nn: IJot now carri0d on in tho 
SflB1C \YRV as thev \Yerc ulldf'r the Adrninis~ 
trnt.lon o'£ which ·I "\\,:S a rn0rnb0r. 

A UOVERX:HL. T :\IL:1.BLR : They do not feed 
thon on g!'0('1l peas. 

Hm:. J. G. APPEL: Thcv do not get 
~111 1 lfPrts nt. all. green o~ othery;isc. The 
80crc'tary for PuLlic Instrue1 ion-\Yho l.s rny 
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personal friend-i:;; syn1pathetic in the 
admmisuation of his department, but he 
is only cal'l'~ n1g out the policy which must 
b(? carried out by any party. 

The SEC'RF.T.IRY ron PcBLIO IKSTRcCTIOK: 
And you call this Speech a rag·tag and bob. 
tail polic.'·· 

Hox .. J. C. APPEL: This list of amenJ. 
ments? That is the very thing we arc all 
complaining- of. \Ye are not allowed the 
opportunity of amending measures ]n this 

Charnbcr so PYf~rv session the Adn1inistrations 
come along wit!~ a list of amending Bills. 
Here wt' have them this vear-a Land Act 
Amendment Bill, a Hospitals Act Amend· 
uwnt Bill. rr '\nrses' Registration ami 
~\ia~~r'urs A('t. ..L\ Dlcnrhncnt DilL and so 011. 
Is that a polics: Tl is not. \Ye hl'ar people 
ontsidP a~kin12· Oppo~ition spoakprs. "GiY~ u.s 
you1· policy ~" I stand here and sa"'. " Here 
is your polic0• in black and white.'' I have 
hPard the Premier speak. I ha Ye heard 
o~ her rnerulH::>l'~ on the other side speak. 
Wh:;·. the whole thing is a glorification of 
themsPln's and what their party have done. 
']'),, ;: I ~an' actualh got a surplns of £10.000 
odd 1 Fa ne, t1Hl r ! rl\~n thousancl pounds! 
\Yondcrful' Then the Premier g-oes back to 
1h0 bc·~~illning- of govcrnn1r>nt 1u this StatP. 
tlnd :-:::-..,:., that our dcfieit~·-aud hp inelnd('S 
thp rlu.flci t~ of PY0r.Y party, ·whetLPr t!~e 
S<.1u.atrcr Part'> or Liberal Partv-and \vith~ 
out. allowing· anything for th.C' h<"t that 
Qur'cr~land .,:,·u.~ not the-n in the fluanC'ial 
po~ition it i~ in to-clay·-hc sav~ thttt our 
deficit.~ TVI.>n• grcat.Pr than the dC.ficits of his 
Covf'rnlnc'nt. 

The present Govemmeui" hav~ doubled 
tnxatiou: thev han' increased ihe loan 
indebted ne "o of the State hy 100 per cent.: 
the railway,;. whether rig·htly ot· wrong-ly, 
haY(' l>Pcon1e a burden instead of an R!3set. 
and will become a gr<'atcr burden unle,s 
their administration is left entirelv to tht• 
Con1missionPr. I am no1 sa,.~ing 'that the 
Comrni~sioner should haYe c0ntro1 of tlH' 
policy in connection wiih the railwa:vs. but, 
u.nless the railv•ays arc left entirelv" to his 
control, the~· will beconw a still greater and 
g1eater lnll:dt•n. The railwav~ havP to rom­
pete with motor transport eompr,tition. whieh 
must involve the railways in a tremendous 
Inss of re:vem1c. Stilt, there must be correl>t· 
tion behn'Pn the lYlain Roads Commission 
and the Railway Department. We witness 
motor crrr;; running along the main highw<1vs 
adjacent to railway lines in open competition 
with the railways. The railways are the pro· 
perty of the people; the people have to pay 
for ther:n; and R0111C menti~n of this pro­
blt'm nnght well have b!'en mcludcd in the 
polic.v speech of the Administration. \Vhat 
do th" Administration propose to do in 
connection with t~o serious competition to 
wh1ch they arc subJect 1n moto1· trJnsport? 

Mr. O'KEEFE: \Vhat ar0 ihn farmers doino· 
HI \!ictoria? c 

Hox. .J. G. APPEL: I know that the 
Labour Prein~cr in Victoria proposes to 
control motm· traffic. The farmers live awav 
fron1 the- railway;;, and haYe- to u~e rnoto'r 
truck, to bring their proclnce to the lines. 
I arn referring to the traffi<"', for instance, 
fron1 TI_ri~~anc to Grafton and the Ne·w Eng­
land d"tnct. I unnot understand why our 
own people arc refused a liceme for motor 
'bus pa~sf'ngPr service to Tan1bourinc Moun­
tain wlwn the LismorC'·~ew England 'Bus 
Company-pr'>ctlcall.v. a foreign company in 
open eompettbon with ns-can secure a 

[fioli. J. G. Appel. 

license. Those are all matters that we must 
di ·<'m<s and reserve for consideration of hon. 
members. because, mora or le", they have 
some effect on the question of unemployment. 

There arc a lot of other matt0rs I should 
like to discuss, but '\V here are they? It is 
ver~· hard to discuss the policy of an Admini:·.· 
tration when the whole policy is entirely 
one of amending legislation. There -hould 
be placed before this Chamb0r a progmmme 
of value and of progro~,s-one tending to 
n--:.JicYe unernplovment and settle our land; 
but all that is contained in this policy speech 
i, a programme of amendments of small Acts 
of Parliament. Now I sav to hon. members 
onnosite. " GiYe us vour pOlicv !" They can­
n~i go outside this· Spc<'ch. · That is their 
policy: and I wish the .electors of the State 
to lmow what e>cactly 1s the policy of tl11s 
Achnini6trat ion. JY1orc or le~:-: they are 
gTinding all that they can out of tl1e el0ctor~. 
Thc:-7 arP g-rinding taxatjon fron1 thP ::nan on 
tlw land, putting all the bnrdc·n they can 
upon the man ou iho land. and ar the 
san1c tinlf' doing nothi11g- to a:-.::-.i .... t 01· encour­
age hin1. They arP thus by t!1~ie actions 
<Tf'atino· an annv of unemnlo--..Te<l 111 Queen:'-1.-
land. b • _,_ • 

l,Ir. HA:\LO?\ (Jtfl,,cn): I wa,; ,.,,ry pkased 
to hNll' ;h,c hon. member for Albcrt advo. 
cat ing a reduction of n1ernbers of Parlia­
nwnt in Queensland. Th1~. Labour. Par~y 
rf'duccd the ntunber of pariHuncntanan~ 111 
Queensland some few years back, and hac\ to 
do so in the face of b1ttrr hostthtc' from th<' 
hon. member and those hon. members asso­
ciated -with hin1. The La.bonr Party also 
had ihe p!ca,in~· distinction of reJuci?g t~o 
strength of thf' hon. memucr's party In tins 
How<P from fort,-.eight member,; to twenty. 
nine and one would think, after that ver.v 
drasiic reclu~tion that he "'ould be satisfied 
with regard to a 'reduction of representatives. 
However, I am pleased to sec that, after 
vears of bitter hostility to the actiOn of the 
Government in so reducing the number of 
legislators in Queenshnd, the h011. member 
is at last converted. 

The hon. member for Albcrt al•o made the 
statement t.hat th<> Government we!'<' .. sack­
ing'' enormous numbers of rne11. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HAKLO"': The hon. member could 
not have been paying attention when the 
PrPmiel' was speaking on Thursday cvenmg 
last. The Premier then gaye the number of 
employees employed by the Government d~tr· 
ing the past financial year as compared w1th 
the previous financial vear; a.nd those figures 
disclose that something over 100 more men are 
now employed than \\Crf' employed in the pre­
vious financial vear. Had the hon. member 
been paying a,ttention to ·what the Prem}er 
was savmg. h<> would not have made chc 
rather ~bsmd statement I have just referred 
to. 

It. can1c- s;ornewhat as a ~urpri~e to n1c t.o 
hear the Leader of the Oppositio11 base h1s 
aruendmeltt, whiC'.h ha:-; for it~ puqJOse thE' 
censuring of th."\ Governn1ent upon the unenl­
plocnnent existing in Quepw]and to.da::. 
During tho preYiOW3 tvvo sCSf'lOns of . t.hts 
Padiamt'nt the Leader of the Oppo,ltwn 
ma-~le a flcrec a.t.tack on the admini::-tration 
of the Government heoause it haJ shown a 
deficit on the prcYious year's transactions. 
'Yiuch to iho disgust of the Loader of tho 
Opposition and his associate:;;, the 'I'rrasurer 
was ablP at the end of the· la,t fi •ancial 
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ytftr to ."how a surpltb. ViT e can consequently 
undc-r,taml the rather peevi~h mood with 
which hon. members oppoc ;te approach this 
motion. I \Vonld refer the Leader of the 
Opposition and hon. members opposite to tlw 
leading an.iclc appe~,_ring in ·the "Courier'' 
on 3td .Julv last. This artiele, which dealt 
with the !iri'ancial position as disclosed at the 
end of 1.hc financial year, stated-

" The end of the financial vca;· finds 
most of the GoYernments of A{tstralia in 
the financial rapids, e·ndeavouring to 
li\ c nt-·J:l losses. The detailed figures are 
not yet aYailable, but, in round nurnber:-3, 
the Commonwealth has a deficit ot 
£3,000,u00; ;..Jew South "Talee has a 
deficit of more than £1,000,000; Victoria 
is unable to balance its books by a con­
siderable [Ullount; and ftouth Australia 
is in such a bad wav that its Tre-asurer 
i;; proposing ·to ask· the Commonwealth 
for a special gra.nt to enable th>tt State 
to pay its way. The position is 
thoroughly disquieting, and ~.hows that 
th,• diftprent Governments, despite all 
the w11rniugs they have had from financial 
authorities have been blind to the signs 
of the tin;es and deaf to the logic of 
events." 

It is a lengthy article, but concludes in thcso 
\.·vords-

,, Although the expenditure is still too 
high and the t>txation crushingly exces­
cive, ::\h. McCormack has done what 
(•very good Trca•.urer is expected to do­
he ha~ balanced his books." 

V\'hcn the leading morning journal ot 
Queensland pays a compliment to the Labour 
Treasurer for having done what it considers 
eYery good Treasurer should do, one is .rather 
surprised to find that the presence of a sur­
plus in the last financial year has caused 
such disgust and disquietude on the part of 
nwmbcrs of the Opposition. 

Listening carefully to the speech delivered 
bJ the Lca,]er of the Opposition, so far as 
I could gather, the only reason which he 
could definitely put forward as to why there 
·were so ruanv n1en unemployed in Queens­
land at the p~csent time is his statement that 
i• is the result of the taxation policy of this 
Go,·ernment. If that is the case, it is rather 
difficult to understand how the people of 
othn States arc bearing their burden of 
taxation, when we find in recently issued 
std.ic-tics ham the ComrnomYcalth Stcct;,_ 
tici •.n that Queensland has by far the lowest 
number of lmernplo:~·cd on a population basis 
of any State in the Commonwealth. The 
official report, g·ives thCl number of unem­
ployed in Queensland at 7.1 per cont., the 
next lowest to Queensland being \.V cstern 
.\ustralia with 9.5 per cent .. and the average 
for Australia as a whole being 11.2 per cent. 
In looking into thPse figurcH we should be 
able to snc quite easily that they are more 
fayourab!c to Queensland than would appear 
on the surfuc" b€'canso the figures arc based 
nron the nu1nher of unioni:.:ts une1nployed. 
\\'ith the nt<'miyc preference to unionists 
'' h;ch is granted in Qucnnsland. it is pro­
bable that a greater proportion cf the 
, .. -orkt'rs of CnPf'ns!nnd are unionists than ls 
the case in ·any other Shto: consequently 
it. is •·asir1· to trace the nnmb<>r of the 
unen1nlo,~Pd. Furthermore. the introduction 
of unemi1Io_yn1P11t insurance reli0f in Queens­
land en>1blcs a more accurate return to he 
ol,tained of thf' unemployed in this State 
than in other State of the Commonwealth; 

and, as I say, the Quccneland position is even 
more faYourable than the figures disclose. 

I do not belieYe that taxation is t.lw sole 
cau~c of unc1nployn1cnt in Quecusland;. I 
doubt if CYC!l the Leader of the OppositiOn 
believes that it is any great factor. Still. I 
am f'atisfied we haYo to look a little further 
[or the cauc.e of unemployment. than in the 
taxation policy of thi:-; (i-ovcrnment. Reading 
tl1e daily press one beco1nes avrarc that 
m,elll)Jloymcnt is a problem in almost every 
country iu the ·world-in .t'\rncrica. Great 
Britain. France? Xenr Zealand, and in other 
Sta.t '' of Austrct!ia. Unk n•stcrd,l'- a :\"cw 
Zealand Yisitor in an ·intervic'v 'admitted 
that ~\cw Zealand had a s.-"riou5 unmnploy­
ment problem. Unemployment, unfortu­
nately, cxi:;;ts in a11 these coU11tric~. Accord­
ing to the Leader of the Opposition. in none 
of these countries does taxation exist to such 
an extent a.s it does in Queensland. That, 
of course, is n1erely his opinion; but. on his 
own argument, it i" cJear that taxation can 
ha,-e no~hing to Jo with unemployment, 
because rn Quecusland, which he claims to 
b,, the most hcaYily taxed State in existence. 
llllC.!.nployment if' not so seyere as in othee 
countries. If . there is an unemployment 
1n·oblcm here, Jt mc~ns that people engaged 
m some one or other of the industries of 
Queensland are out of work, and, if people 
engaged in those industries arc out of \York, 
then it. follows that for the time being those 
1ndustnes arn not pro;;:perous. Xo".v, a great 
portion of th? industries of Queensland con­
Clst.' of agncultura I and paetoral under­
t.akrngs: and ,,-e know perfectly well that 
dnrmg the last two years the agricultural 
and pastoral industries of Queensland ha YC 

had a Yerv lean time indeed through 
drought. The result has been that large 
numbers of Ileople ordinarily engaged in 
pastoral Jmrsuits haYe been thrown npon the 
unemployed market, and, of course haYe 
corne into the city seeking 'York. ' 

I ... argp nn1nb~'rs of !nen also arc unemploved 
·,. !1o should be employed in the manufacture 
of goods. Despite any argument put forward 
by hon. members opposite. the State Govern· 
ment can haYe very little influencE' llpon 
n1anufartun'" in Queensland. The condition 
~,f the manufacturing industries, not only 
rn Queensland but throughout Australia. is 
Much as to cau:c a f:?Ood deal of concern to 
"nyone who 'nshes to see Australia a self­
t-ontained nation. 

}he troubles in the manufacturing indus­
tnps a;-e not <>onfined to Queensland, but 
cx1:t tnroug-hout the Commonwealth. The 
rnan1 can~P of f-itagnation in manufacture in 
_\mtralia is the policy of the Federal Go­
vernment. The lack of adequate protection 
h? the FcclPral Goven1n1cnt is th~-~ main 
factor in the stagnat~on of n1a11ufactur0s 
J~ the Comnlon\Y'_'a!th. _The actiOli" of this 
C-..-oyPrnnl~nt have very little effect on n1anu­
frrctnrec.: 111 Qur1f'nsland. The on1v wav thcv 
can have a~y effect !s by the vel·>· g-(."nerotls 
meed of preference which thov eive to 0ueens­
hu:d i~r1ustric·..:. In many clu~es 1he QnPell~­
la.nd fxo\·crnn1ent pa,y vnstly hi~her arnount--. 
th1n arr peceBsary in order to gi,·e pref0rcnce 
to local mdusfry. Th'lt is the o11h· wav in 
which the a.rtions of this Govc:rn~1ent 'c1n 
hun: any dfc·ct. en the Inanufartures of the 
Con1m0nwr·nlth. I think an hon. n1ernbcr 
intl'TjcctPd som.;"' ti1ne e.go that w0 net..,d a. 
Plnr(' h:g-hl_v protcctivf' tariff in Au-,tra1ia. 
High tariffs do not make for protection. It 
i.'3 quite pu,~,~ible to haYe an e~ccssiyely 

Jir. Hanlon.] 
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burdensome tariff without giYing any pro­
tection to inclmtry, and that has been one 
of the causes of industrial stagnation in Am­
i.ralia. A high tatiff is one method of 
uur:-;ing an iudustrv. That has been the 
polic.- of the Ferlcral GoYernment as long 
as thP prr )Pnt ~\cLnini,tra.tion ha Ye been in 
power. l~pon a case be>ing made for in­
Cl'•'a5c'd protPctioa to an i11U.ustrv an increased 
duty is rccomnwndcc1 by the 'rarifl' Board, 
and --_ubo;;cq_ucnt ly COBH~s into operation; but 
that mcrcasod duty affords no protection to 
th8 in,Justn:, bet ..1H:5P iuunediatcly the 
Ecderal _GoYL·l'ntuCilt increase the duty upon 
any art1clc manufactured here the manu­
Lcturcrs awl d0aicn immediately raise the 
price corre>spondingly, and the' protection 
automatically disappears. 

li.Ir. II. :\L HUSSELL: Competition brino·; 
the prlce dowu again. b 

~Ir. HA::\LON: Competition does not 
bnng the pnce down once the manufacturers 
put it up. The press, not only in Queensland 
but in the other States, has been continuallv 
commenting on this aspect of the case. An 
application i, made for an increased duty. 
and immediately t~at increase is granted 
lhe pl'lnc of the artwle is increased, and the 
!•rot eel ~on thereby disappears; and then a 
~ompla1~t ans£':, bccau;;;e the v1orkers engaged 
m that lll;Justry_ seck to procure a small pro­
portion 01 the mcrcased profits going to the 
mdustry. That has beee1 the cndl0ss cvcle 
and the Brisbane "Telegraph" on 9th July' 
referrill~ iu the iariii, said this- ' 

. '· Tariffs to. shut out oversea competi­
tlon ar of httle Yalue to him because 
<'Ycry fresh protection is taken a.dvantage 
cf t? ,;qw:czc out of mdustry further con­
ccssH~n~s 1n the way of pay and better 
conditwns. The arbitration courts have 
l istcned I o their pleas all too sympathetic­
ally for the workers' _own ultimate good, 
and rhe>u last state 1s worse than their 
first." 

The reason the employees approach the 
court for an increase in wages or an itn· 
pro1·0ment in conditions is because thev 
know that, immediately the <tariff i's 
increased upon an article manufactured 
]wre. thf~ price> of that article automatically 
~ncreases, a1:d they know that the industTy 
IS m a positiOn to pay them more. The 
consumers-the people of Australia-are not 
snch uneducated dunces nowadays as to 
allow an mdustry to be subsidised and the 
employer to get away with the whole of it. 
They arc no~ dense, They see through these 
tncks, and nnme>drately put in their claim 
for a share in the profits in the industry. 
There was a time when the workers wei·e 
so una wakerwd to thei'l' own condition that 
this sort of thing could be put across thrrn, 
but nowadays every man and \Yoman in 
th~ Comrnonwe>alth knows that, if £1 is 
pa1d in customs duties, it i,. £1 taken out 
of the pockets of the people, and there must 
be a reason for paying that £1. If it is 
going to a .. sist an industrv which will o-iye 
employment to Australian" citizens, they" do 
not begrudge the £1. but if the £1 is 
being given to increase. the profits of certain 
manufacturers, the people object to it and 
put in a claim for a share of the amount. 
If the manufacturers of the Commonwealth 
are going to get any protection from the 
tariff, it m_ust be so regulated as to encour­
age the md us try-not to encourage the 
pockets of the proprietors. That is the 

[Mr. Ha.nlon. 

difference in the point of view of horl. mem­
h.'r? Ol1po:;;;itc, who say \VC have a protective 
tanff. and hon. members on this side, who 
say that the Commonwealth tariff i, not 
protecting industry. 

::VIr. H. i\L HcsSELL: That "' not Yvhat ::VIr. 
Scullin said, anyhow. 

::VIr. IIA::\LON: We Gnd that alJility to 
tell the Go1·crmuent how to nm their busi­
ue~sc;;:.; is not confined C'ntirdy to 1ncn1bers of 
the> Opposition. Outside this House there is 
a ~Teat number of people who can tell the 
G·oYPl'ntncnt how to run thPir bu8iness-what 
the Government should do and should not 
do. PPople who ha vc made a failure in 
the running of their own businesses generallv 
give advice to the GoYernmcnt as to how to 
run tlwir business. One of those persons 
"l1o freely gives adYic<· to the Government 
of Queensland is the }.1avor of Brisbane. 
iYith all dne respect to the mayor, I do 
not believe there ha, been any officer 
administering any public service in Aus­
tralia who has made such an awful mess of 
hi~ O\Vll job as the present rnayor has. 

:Mr. FRY: \Vhat job do you mean? 

iU.r. H.'I.NLON: Administering the affairs 
of the Citv of Brisbane. He has made such 
a thundering mess of his own job that he 
is anxious to get out at any price and· leave 
the cleaning up to somebody else. 

Mr. FRY: The Labour councils left him a 
difficult position, which they themselves 
could not handle> . 

:Yir. HAJ\'LON: The mayor bought him­
self into a difficult position. He went before 
the people of Brisbane, and told them that 
he was going to giYe them all sorts of 
good things in his administrative -capacity, 
and he was not going to tax them to pay 
for it. The position to-day is that the 
money has to be pai-d. He has to break his 
word to the people of Brisbane and put 
their rates up to 1s., after saying that he 
wGuld not inc·rcase them. or else admit that 
he is a '' holy fro<t." He is retiring at the 
earliest possible moment, leaving the job 
to some other unfortunate person who did 
nut i11-:tke the pron1ises to rorne in and clean 
up the mess. 

Mr. MA X WELL: That is not true. 

[5 p.m.] 
:'vlr. HAKLON: The position of the mayor 

reminds me of a storv of a North of Ireland 
chap who u->ed to 'tell me about a con­
fectionery business which he had. He wanted 
somebody to boil the sugar for the con­
fectionery, and he put '1 notice in his window 
asking for a sugar-boiler. A fat, unkempt 
man came in and applied for the position. 
The owner asked him his name. and the 
man replied, '· I am Smith. the sugar­
boiler." He said, n Can you boil sugar? " 
The man replied, "What! Have you never 
read the newspapers? Don't you know who 
Smith, the sugar-boiler is?" And he so 
impressed this chap that he engaged him 
to boil the sugar and make the confectionery. 
He put him on the job, and the m·an filled. 
up the pot with sugar and the other ingre­
dients, whatever they are, that go to the 
making of lollies. While the pot was boiling 
he took a few little nips out of the bottle and 
got " shot,., and the pot boiled over. When 
his Pmplov<'r returned and •;aw the I'esult he 
:3aid. "GOod heavens, old rnan, what sor't of 
a mee;; i' this? " and ihe fellow looked at 
it and ::,a.id, "My God, it's. a puddou"--
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(l .ughter)-and walked out. That is the 
IJO'rtwn the l\la 0 or of Brisbane is m to-da~·. 
i lP is che su;;ar-boilcr who made a ·· pudden .. , 
and no"!:.,- \\"ants to lc:1;Te ii to son1conc else 
tn clean up. 

But the ~.hility to gi, , adYicc io the 
lJovetnnH:nt is uot con:GncU even to the Opvo­
-ition and the Ma.vor of Brisbane. \\' e find 
the manufacturerS and other cotnincrcial 
people eYcrl:Istingly giving advice io rhcrn 
as to what they shonld d0. I looked v<'ry 
anxiousl? in tlw paper this n1orning to oSCe 
what wonderful pian for the relief of uncm­
ployrnent and the in1pro" cnwnt of busines:<. 
and manufactures had been devised a.t the 
conference of the Chambers of Commerec in 
Maryborough. I thought, "Sure]:\ this band 
.of brilliant, trained businc~s rnen-·-rnen with 
capital locked up in their industries, abour 
which we hear ,o much from the Opposition­
surely they, when the McCormack Government 
have failed to devise eo me scheme for the 
improvement of industry, will be able to lift 
us out of the trouble we are in! " So I looked 
up the report in the paper, and I fonncl that 
practically the whole of their business was 
to ask the Government to do things for t.hem. 
Certainly, one oi their criticisms was that we 
were wrongly paying sustenance to mwm­
ployed workers, and that we should make 
.them go out and work. It was a sin, in the 
e;;timation of these people, that they should 
get that money without ha.ving to work 
Fundamentally there is something in their 
argument. The men s,houlcl be entitled to 
their sustenance-not a pnrtial sustenance but 
full sustenance-but they should also be 
entitled, as a means of g~tting it, to \vork. 
That is logic, but to suggest that men wlu 
are drawing a bare existence from the fund 
-to which they have paid something tlwrn­
selves-should be asked to go out and work 
for it is ridiculous, and specially ridiculous 
-coming from people who spend the whole of 
their own lives in asking for something from 
the Government. 'l'heir first request yester­
day was tD ask the Government to investigate 
.the redwater disease in cattle. '' Will the 
Government take the responsibility? " they 
ask. There is no suggestion that private 
enterprise or these comm'ercial magnates or 
geniuse" should put their brains together to 
investigate anything. Yet it is an investiga­
tion for their benefit, although it is to come 
from the public purse. 

The next resolution was in fa,vour of 
giving preference to Queensland goods. That 
1s quite all right, a,nd I shall ha.ve something 
to say on that at the end of my speech, 
because it is a subject on which I like to 
·speak. The third request is for increased 
exemption from gift duty-getting out of 
some responsibiliiv. Kumber four was that 
the Government s'hould introduce legislation 
to bring into operation the Ji'ederal housing 
·scheme. 'l'he ho'Jsing of the people of Queens­
land is one of the functions of government 
which has been looked a.fter ]1l'ett;,' well by 
the present State Government. The fifth 
request was to build another railway-to look 
after the profits of some littl<' group of 
individnale. The sixth had to deal with the 
improvement of the education system, which 
has been continuous since this Government 
took office. The sm·cnth was in f~tvOlll' of 
tho amalgama.tion of the Federal and State 
rolls on the score of C{'Onomv ·what that 
had to do \vith the \vodc o'f <:hambeors of 
commerce l am a iittlc Lit fo;n;cd about. 
The eighth was a ref1UP't to 'lssiot the timber 
industry; and the ninth and tenth were to set 

the seal of t hl•ir ar1pro1.raJ on fixed Ea:-;tPr and 
Anzac Dav hohdavs. 

Tlwt ,;,as tlle s-um total of the work done 
lr': the a ,,,.oriatcd Chainbers of Cornnlerce 
c~nJfcrPnce at Matvhorough. Full of advice 
t-o the C~oyerr:n1ellt, the llresident in his 
presidential addre" gave r.cll sorts of advice 
about co11trolling; the railways and c·uryiug 
out various fu11ctions; but no suggc-;tions to 
inl}H'ove the condition of business or manu­
facture, m cmmnercc of Queensland. That 
was ne\-cr put fon\ arJ. 

I wish to rleal with the second motion 
carricJ-the d~,ire to give preference to 
Queensland manufactured goods. Since the 
establishment of the Queensland Preference 
League I ha Ye gi,~en e\ er,y a;;;,9istanco in my 
power, a,; I rogMclecl the league as a rather 
line idea. if we COL!ld by propaganda awaken 
the people of QueellSland sufficientlv to their 
own lntct·e~ts and encourage them aS n1uch as 
pos,;ible to purchase Qu0ensland manufac­
tured goods. I was asked by the Queensland 
Preference Leagu~ to speak at seyoral meet­
ings. which I dirl. I was also sent along as 
thPir delegate to the dinner giYen by the 
Chambf'r of ~1anufactures. I notice the 
Deputy LPader of the Government smiling, 
Ho "as present at that dinner also. Sitting 
there Jist0ning to what took place that even­
ing, one could almost realise tvhat was wrong 
with the manufacturers of Queensland. Thev 
SJ ent the whole owning abusing the Govern­
ment and delivering political speeches. 
Almost every speech could be classed as a 
speech cleli vcred by a political aspirant. 
They required unlimited concessions from the 
Uovernment, and were full of advice as to 
\\hat the Govl'rmnent should do. There was 
not one sound suggestion as to what the 
lJUsiness JWople ar,d the manufacturer could 
do to improve the condition of their manu­
factures-not one suggestion as to improv­
mg their own particular business. They were 
simply bursting with advice to tho Govern­
mm:t as to how they should manage their 
busmess, and begging for all sorts of con­
cessions from the Government. Incidentally 
I might state that the guests at the dinner 
were regalEd with South Australian wine, 
and imported matches were strewn all over 
the table, whilst a loud boast vv"as made that 
the menu was made entirely in Queensland. 
The idea of the league is a sound one. It 
is to encourage as much as possible the pur­
chasing of Queensland goods; but it is not 
going to get anywhere so long as the people 
arc intere,ted in the Queensland Preference 
League only from their own little industry 
viewpoint. The manufacturer who joins the 
league and subscribes to it must look a little 
wider than his own little shop or faetDry. 
His particular little shop or factory is not 
Queensland industry; and it is no use a 
Queensland soap manufacturer wearing a 
pair of boots manufactured in the South 
getting up and abusing a boot manufacturer 
for using Southern ooap; and that is really 
what tlw league is coming to. One man 
requires all the preference in the world to 
be given to his manufactures; but he is not 
prepared to cxte11d any preference in a 
reC'iprocating :.pirit, and. while the league~ 
i3 based on that idea, wo cannot get any­
where. I have listened to many speeche<. 
delin,red at meetings on behalf of the Queens­
land Preference League, exhorting the people 
to buv Queensland manufactured goods, and 
pointing out that it is their duty to do so. 
\Ye admit that. The duty that WP owe to 
the manufacturers is to buy their ,;oocls; but 
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we also sa:v that there is a duty on the part 
of the manufacturers to the citizens of 
Queensland; and that is to give . the b~""t 
possible article at the cheapL"'t possible pncc 
to the peopk of Queensland. If we arc going 
to go out of our way to subsidise their 
industries, we are not doing it with any idea 
of making individual manufacturers rich. 
The people of Queensland arc preparc·d to 
pay, provided they g·ct senicc from the 
1nanufarturcrs; hut, when \\~c sPC' ~uch 
inefficient scrYice rendered by n1any Queen~,· 
land n1anufacturcrs, \Ye realise y,;hat is wrong 
with our Queensland Preference League, and 
we realise why the league is nect•ssary. 

vVc find that the manufacturers of Queens­
land do not take a<hadage of the fact that 
they are a lot nearer the people they are 
serving here, and that they should be able 
to nroduce an article a shade cheaper. Ono 
of ~ur modern manufacturers complained of 
competition from ::\"ew South vVales. They 
have a modern factory, and should be ablP 
easilv to undPrsdl the article produced in 
New" South \Vales. Yet we find that the 
<:lass of goods they manufacture were last 
year manufactured in Rockhampton, sent 
to Brisbane', and sold 12~ per cent. cheaper 
th a.n the Brisbane manufactured article. 
There is something wrong there. The people 
of Brisbane are quite prepared to ta,x tlwm­
sclves to support Qneensland industries, bEt 
the1· realise ihat there is something wrong 
when thcv see that fact for themselve". Tlwv 
L'xped H!e manufacturers to carry out thei~· 
duty to the citizens of Queensland, and I 
do not think they will find the public o£ 
Queensland lacking in appreciation if the~ 
render the scrdce nece>:sary. 

Before I conclude I wish to saJ a wor<i. 
about the real undercurrent that is running 
through the propaganda both in this House 
by the Opposition and outside through the 
newspapers and public meetings in favour of 
a g('neral \vagc-<"ut in Queensland The 
hon. member for Sandgate visited my elec­
torate last week. I was very pleased to sec 
him thC're, and I give him a cordial invita­
tion to come along again and amuse the 
inhabitants at any time he thinks fit. There 
was a very large crowd-I understand six or 
sl'vcn vco"ple-at thr meeting. I am very 
thankful to the hon. member for coming 
along and entertaining them. During the 
evening he made a great cry over the pro­
posed <·o-operative board, which he said 
would consist of an employer, a representa­
ti.-e of the employees, and also a representa· 
t ive of the general public, and that the 
functions of this board were to give relief 
in taxation to industry and to give such 
oihC'r ro!ief as mav be nccessan·. Possiblv 
the hon. nwmber ··for Sandgat~ had just 
heard of this eo-operative board business. 
We on this ,,ide heard of it a good while 
ago. lt is pretty old propaganda; but it is 
absolutely apparent to anyone that a real 
can1paig11 i;.;. beiug or~an!scd for a "\Yage-rut, 
and that tni"i wrrgo-rut b. supDosed to take 
place immediately following the next Federal 
elections. The Federal Prime :i'viinister and 
members of the Opposition outside are careful 
to be very guarded in the matter, and clo 
no! commit themselves, because, with their 
usual courage, they first want to see what the 
possibilities are. There is no doubt that 
the plot is there. vVe have a delegation­
one of the numerous delegations which are 
coming to Australia from t.he old country­
visiting Australia at the specia,l invitation 
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oi the Prime Minister. That delegation ;,. 
coming· from England where it is already 
announced thoro has been " a triumph in 
('cmu1on sciJse." That is a cut of nearly 
£2.000.000 in the wa gcs of the railway meri, 
and a gentJernan intitnately associated with 
the wage recluction campaign there is coming 
r.long :with the delegation. vVithout await­
ing for that delegation to arrive in Australia 
l can teil exactly \Yhat its members are going 
to say. Theyo will say fhat, in order to give 
industry in c\ustralia a chance, there mmt 
be a reduction in wages. Stanloy Bruce 
knows what t11C'y are going to say, and I 
know, too; but it is much safer for him to 
bring sorneone from overseas, over whom the 
electors haYc no control, to say these things 
for him. 

:1Ir. lVIAXWELL: Where is your Arbitration 
Cuurt? 

;\lr. HA:'\LO:'\: That wage-cut will come 
about, provided the Federal Government get 
through the next election. The hon. member 
for Tomvong interjected "\Vhere is your 
Arbitration Court? " That court will have 
no pml"er to prevent a cut in wages, if the 
Federal Government decide that such a cut 
shall take place. 
•\Ye have already seen where the employers 

in the shipping industry have forcibly 
brought the waterside workers of Queens­
land under a Federal award, although that 
body has workPd amicably under an award 
of the Rt"tte court, and has no fault to find 
with the Board of Trade and Arbitration 
lwre. As a matter of fact, the waterside 
workers are doing their be>t to stay within 
the jurisdiction of the State court, but. 
against their wishes they have been dragged 
under an award of the Federal Arbitration 
Court. Tha.t is only the first case, and it 
remains to be seen how far it is going to 
extend. I wish to warn the people of Queens­
km! particularly that the wage-cut is in 
the air, and they should be prepared ta. 
meet it. · 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is your slogan, but 
it is not true. 

Mr. HA:'-ILON: No member of the Oppo­
sition has shown any other way in which 
he is going to relieve industry or cheapen 
production than by cutting wages. On every· 
occasion hon. members opposite hold forth 
about the impossibility of Australian manu­
facturers competing with production from 
other countri~' on account of our high wage· 
cost. Their constant cry is: " High \vages 
are the cause of every trouble in this' 
country." On every occasion they deal with 
Auetralian industries they moan about tlw 
high cost oi wag0s. I would remind hon. 
members that in these days of machinery 
and -cientific handling wages have not such a 
l>if\' effect on the cost of production as hon. 
members opposite would have us believe. 
X cvcrtheless_ the constant cry is. " High 
wn.g<>s ! High wages !" The Opposition say 
that we shall have to get cheaper production 
in order to compete with goods from over­
so:"'· It does not need much reasonin"' 
,, bi!itv to be able to connect this so-called 
high wage cost with the cheapening of pro· 
duction which is being advocated. 

:\h. MooRE: Did you not cheB.pen pro· 
clud.10n at the Bowen State coalmine by the­
introduction of piecework? 

Mr. HANLON: I did not catch the hon. 
(\'entleman's remark. The people of Queens­
land are going to resist, and I, too, wilt 
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resist as far Dossible, any attempt to 
rGduce the • of the people of this 
State to the obtaining in coolie 
and hlack labour It may be quite 
possible for the Inanufacturnrs and importers 
to show substantiallv increased bank balances 
if they are granted· a reduction of wages in 
industry; but, as a Quocnslandcr, I object to 
any aitcmpt to reduce the conditions of life 
of the pt•oplc of this ; and the best 
of my e bility I will 
any redtJction ju 
enjoyed hy the 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, Jlncknp) : I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
Resumption of the debate made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 5.20 p.m. 

~-- -----~ 
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