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Address in Reply.

. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions,

THURSDAY, 26 JULY, 1928,

The Bprarer (IZon. W. Bertram, Marec)
teok the chalr at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.
NUMBER OF ELECTORS ON STATE ILECTORAL
Rotrs.

Mr. SWAYNE  (Miruni) asked the
Attorney-General—

“ 1. What were the numbers of electors
on the Btate Electoral Rolls for the farm-
ing electorates of Drayton, Pittsworth,
and Musgrave when they were abolished ?

‘2. What arc the numbers at present
enrolled for the electorates of Flinders
and Mount Morgan now represented by
members of the Cabinet 277

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL - (Hon. J.
Mullan, #linders) replied—

“1. At the time when the electoral
distriets of Drayton, Pittsworth, and
Musgrave were merved into other elec-
toral districts, the “number of electors
on the roll was—

Drayton ... 4,502
Pittsworth ... .. 4170
Musgrave ... 3,786

“ A perusal, however, of the Electoral
Districts Aet of 1922 will indicate that
pursuant to such merger, three new
clectoral districts were created—namely,
Sandgate, Wynnum, and Kelvin Grove—
the first two of which are represented
by anti-Labour members.

¢ 2. Number on roll up to 30th June,
1928—

Flinders . .. 2,770
Mount \ondan ... 3,964

¢ However, through the bold progres-
sive policy of land and mineral dev elop-
ment in the Flinders electoral district,
and with the welcome information as
recently disclosed in the press regarding
the position of Mpunt Morgan, it i3
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anticipated that the number of electors
on the roll in these districts will be con-
siderably augmented in the near future.”

(Oppeosition laughter.)

AworxT RECEIVED FROM HosprmaL TAX ON
RATEABLE I’ROPERTY.
Mr. SWAYNE (Miran!) asked the Heme
Seceretary—
“What iz the total sum derived from
the tax levied for hospital purposes on
rateable property in Queensland ?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
. Jones, Paddington), for the HOME
‘-I‘( RETARY (Hon. J. Stopford, Mount

Moaorgan), replied—

*The Hospitals Act of 1923 provides
that the local authority of an area com-
ponent in u hospitals district coustituted
under the Act, may pay the hospital
precept from the local fund, or it may
levy a hospital rate. The gleatel number
have not levied a hospital rate. Of
those that have done so, some have levied
oxcess hospital rates and charged other
expenditures to such hospital rate, which
was contrary to law. The department
is not in possession of the details of the
amounts collected from hospital rates,
but is in a position to give the amounts
which were legally payable by the local
authorities, or legally leviable by a hospi-
tal rate. If the hon. member desires only
the tota! amount of tax levied by hospital
rates, the information will have to be
obtained from the local authorities which
levied such rates.”

MinNeraL LiEages, 215 axp 211, Mouxt
CaxxiNDag MiNgran FIeLp.,
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

* 1. Were the labour conditions in con-
nection with mineral leases 215 and 211,
Mount Canniundah Mineral Field, bemw
complied with during July, 19227

“2. Was a Warden’s Court held in
Gladstore during September, 1927, to deal
with an a])phcatlon for the forfeiture
of these leases on acount of non- fulﬂlment
of conditions?

“ 3. If so, was the applicant for their
forfeiture in eccurt, and was a telegram
received by the court from the Depart-
ment of Mines asking for an adjourn-
ment bocause owing to the railway strike
u representative of the department was
unable to be present; also from the
Mount Clannindah Copper Mines Com-
pany, asking for an adjournment?

4. Was the Court then adjourned,
and, if =0, has it since resumed its hear-
ing of this case?

** 5, Who are the sharcholders in the
Mount ’Cnnnindah Copper Mining Com-
pany?’

The 5ECRETARY FOR MINIKS (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Puddington) replied—

1. It is presumed that this inquiry
refers to July, 1827. The leases were
not under exemption during that month.

2. Yeos.

= 2. and 4. Applicant for the forfeiture
was in court at the hearing, and his
evidence on the application for forfeiture

[26 JuLvy.]
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was taken at that sitting, but owing to
the absence of railway facilities at the
time, a representative of the lessee com-
pany was unable to be present; he,
however, attended at the adjourned hear-
ing of the application for forfeiture, and
on the statements given to the court
the warden recommended that the leases
be not forfeited, but that the lessees be
requested to seek exemption and allow
tributes if applied for. This has been
the practies of the department for some
time in connection with copper leases
throughout the State, owing to the low
price of copper.

(X34

5. The department has no knowledge
as to who are shareholders in this and
other mining companies.”

Cost or LocsL ATUTHORITIES BOUNDARIES
CoMMISSION.
Mr. EDWARDS
Premier—

““ What was the cost of the recent Local
Authorities  Boundaries Commission—
(@) fees to. members of the Commission;
(6) travelling expenses; (c) other expen-
diture; {d) total ¥’

The PREMIER (Hon. W.
C'uirns) replied—

“la) £1,443 15s.; (B)
(¢} £634 95 .5d.;

(Vunango) asked the

McCormack.

£757 18s. 9d.:
(d) £2,836 3s. 2d.”

GOVERNMENT PROTECTIGN FOR PRIMARY PRO-
DUCERS DURING INDUSTRIAL STRIKES.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry—

“ Will the Government make available
to primary producers the protection
desired by them and expressed by a
resolution of the Local TIroducers’
Association Conference sitting in Bris-
bane in May last, reading:—‘ That, in
the event of a strike holding up primary
nroduce, the farmers organise the carry-
ing on of the mnecessary utilities under
the protection of the Government.””’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich)
replied—

“ The question of protection of indi-
viduals or groups of individuals is not a
matter for the Labour and Industry
Department.”

ExPENDITURE BY Marxy Roabs CoMMISSION,
1927-28.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Sec-
retary for Public Lands—
“1. What 1s the amount actually

expended by the Main Roads Commission
during the last financial year on—{a)
main raads; (8) dc\o]opmomal roads;
(e) maintenance of main roads?

“2. Of the actual cxpenditure by th2
Main Roads (Jomllqs on during the last
financial year under the Commonwealth
Main Roads Agreement, what amount
was contributed by—(a) Commonwenlth
grant; (&) State subsidy; (¢) motor
taxation.

‘3. What was the total amount avail-
able to the Commissioner for the finan-
cial year of—(¢) Commonwealth grant;
(b) State contributions; (¢) motor taxa-
tion ?”’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. T. Dunstan, G‘ympie) replied—
‘1. During the rear ended 30th June,
1928, the following amounts were

exponded by the Commissioner of Main
Roads:—

£
327,059
329,189

(a) Main roads

(8) Develepmental roads
(the Main Roads Acts,
1920 to 1925, and the
Federal Aid Roads
Agreement  Approval
Act of 1926)

(¢) Maintenance of main
roads

(d) Advances to shues on
account of works

149,183

30,750

¢ In addition to the above, an amount of
£130,851 was expended on sinking fund
contubutxons interest on loan portion of
Federal Aid Funds, investigations and
surveys, salaries, office rents and general
office expenses, purchase of plant, cost of
collections under the motor vehicle and
heavy vehicle regulations, depot build-
ings and stocks, travellmg and living
allowances, prmtmg, postages, ete.

“ 2. Of the actual works expenditure
under the Federal Aid Roads Agreement
Approval Act of 1926, funds were pro-
vided as follows: —

£
(¢) Commonwealth grant 318,341
(b) State subsidy 238,756
Loan, £144928; re-
venue, £93,828.)
(¢) See revenue under (8).
“3. Total amount available for finan-
cial year—
£
Annual contribution by
Commonwealth ... 376,000
Annual contribution by
State (loan and re-
venue) 282,000
Loan
(State)
Motor vehlcle
£360,000, less revenue
£93,828 provided in
State quota of Federal
aid scheme
Miscellaneous receipts
(repayment of main-
tenance by local
authorities, rents, un-
used roads, etc.) 52,400

“Owing to the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement not being ratified with the
Commonwealth Government until the
middle of the financial year 1926-27, the
first year's operations were commenced
six months late, and in consequence of
this delay there was, in addition to the
above sum, an unexpended balance avail-
able from the first year’s quota of
£357,334, being made up of Common-
wealth quota £204,197 and State subsidy
£1563,147.

“The exceptionally wet season pre-
vented shire councils from proceeding
with authorised works as rapidly as was
anticipated. The statement submitted
by the Minister for Works and Railways
at the meeting of the Federal Aid Roads
Board at Canberra in April of this year
indicated that this State was well for-

approprla,txons
. 110,421

revenue,

266,172

[ASSEMBLY.]
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.

ward with its Federal aid programme,
in comparison with the other States,
whilst at 30th June plans and specifica-
tions absorbing the whole of the Com-
monwealth and the State subsidy money
available at that date had been com-
pleted and forwarded to local authorities

for their approval and starting of
works.”’
AMOUNT RECEIVABLE BY QUEENSLAND IN

1927-28 rroM CoMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT
oN PEr CaApPITA BASIS,

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Trea-

surer——

“1. IHad the Commonwealth and State
Financial Ratification Act not operated,
what amount would have been receivable
by this State under the per capita basis
for the financial year 1927-28 7

“2. As in Question 1, what amount
would it have been necessary to provide
for statutory Sinking Fund for the
financial year 1927287

“3. What amount was paid or payable
to the Commonwealth for the Sinking
Fund under the agreement to 30th June,
19287”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

(‘airns) replied—

“1. Owing to the delay of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia in ratifying
the Financial Agreement, and to the Tact
that the Western Australian Bill has
been reserved for Royal Assent, the
Agreement is not yet in opelatlon
On a per capita basis Queensland would
have received £1,118,192, but I would
refer the hon, member to the States
Grant Act, 1927, under which the sum
of £1,131,646 was payable during the
financial year 1927-28,

2. £277,887 18s. 2d.

3. £259,256 16s. 8d. was payable. Of
this amount, £80,254 10s, 11d. has been
paid in accordance with contractual
liabilities, £55,082 7s. 3d. has been paid
to the Commonwealth Government on
account of loans raised for the State,
and £113,919 18s. 6d. is held in Suspense
Account and is available for payment to
the National Debt Commission in accord-
ance with the agreement.”

AprPORTIONMENT OF ORIGINAL CosT OF TREASURY

BuiLpings, ParviaMent HoOUSE, AND
EXECUTIVE BUILDINGS.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Trea-
surer—

“Will he state how the cost of the
original Treasury Buildings, Parliament
lfouse, and the Executive Buildings was
apportioned between loan and revenue
moneys ?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cairns) replied—

“As far as can be ascertained, the
whole cost was charged to loan.”

REDISTRIBUTION OF ELECTORATES BEFORE NEXT

StatE ELECTION,
Mr. KERR (Froggera) asked the Attorney-

General—

“In view of the fact that the rolls for
1927 show that each Government member
represents on an average 5,906 electors,
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while each Opposition member represents
7,130 electors, will he consider the unfair-
ness thereof and rectify the undemo-
cratic position of affairs by taking action
so that at least the electoral law may be
adhered to in the matter of the laid-
down quota, and also which will permit
Queensland to have a just and proper
opportunity as desired by the electors at
the next State election?”

The ATTORNEY.GENERAL
Mulian, Flinders) replied—

“Part of this question is based on
incorrect premises, as there is no
illegality merely owing to the fact that
the number of electors in any electoral
district may be above or below the pre-
seribed margin in the Xlectoral Dis-
tricts Act. It is somewhat refreshing to
learn that the Opposition are desirous
of a redistribution of electoral districts
after the caustic criticism and baseless
charges of gerrymandering which have
been hurled from time to time at the
Redistribution Commission appointed by
this Government. Apparently that
charge has now been withdrawn, other-
wise it is difficult to see how the Opposi-
tion can logically press for another
redistribution. It may also be interesting
to remind the hon. member that accord-
ing to cfficial figures, in the election of
1912 (following the redistribution of the
anti-Labour Government) Labour secured
twenty-four seats after having polled
99,034 votes (or an average of 4,126 votes
per seat), while anti-Labour secured forty-
eight seats after having polled 116,998—
including the Independent votes—{or an
average of only 2,437 votes per seat),
with the result that the anti-Labour Go-
wvernment sccured ten more seats than
they would have becn entitled to on a
proportional basis. As Labour represents
the great majority of country electorates,
doubtless the aim of the Opposition is to
secure greater representation for the
metropolis at the expense of the country
and rural districts, This Government will
take such action as it may consider neces-
sary in the matter, having always in
view the equitable represenfation of the
electorates, taking the State as a whole.”

(Hon. J.

ExpEXDITURE oN OUTDOOR RELiEF, 1927-28.
Mr, KING (Zogan) asked the Home Secre-
tary-—

“ What was the expenditure on outdoor
relief for last financial year ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones. Paddington), for the HOME
SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stopford, Mount
Morgan), replied—

““ £46,806 4s.”

Baraxces of PusLic AccOUNTs oN 30TH JUNE,
1928.

Mr. MOORE (4ubigny) asked the Trea-
surer—
¢ What were the balances of the Public
Accounts on 30th June last—(a) Loan
Fund; (b) Consolidated Revenue; and
(¢) Trust Fund?”

The TREASURER (Flon. W. McCormack,
irns) replied—

“ The information will be contained in
the Treasurcr’s Financial Statement.”

[26 Jury.]
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IxcrEASE IN PusLic DEsT During 1927-28.
Mr. MOORE (Auwbigny) asked the Trea-

surer—

“ What was the increase in the public
debt during last financial year, and the
amount of the public debt on 30th
June lasty”’

The TRTASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cuirns) replied—

_ “The information will be contained

in the Treasurer’s Financial Statement.”

REVENUE INCREASE UNDER HEADING OF ¢ MIs-
CELLANEOUS OTHER RECEIPTS,”’ 1927-28,

Mr. MOORE (Aubdigny) asked the Trea-

syurer—

“Will he give an explanation of the
fact that revenue received last year under
the heading of ° Miscellaneous Other
Receipts ’ (£173,605) was £77,556 more
than the corresponding revenue for
1926-27 and £50,665 in excess of his
estimate ?"’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns) replied—
) "’Th('z_' information will be contained
in the Treasurer’s Financial Statement.”

ExpeNDITURE UNDER WORKERS' DWELLINGS,
Workers” HOWES,” AND AGRICULTURAL
Baxk Acts, axD ¥reM Loan Funp.

Mr. MOORE (Audigny) asked the Trea-
surer—

“ What was the expenditure during
last financial year under the Workers
Dwellings and Workers’ Homes Acts and
the Agricultural Bank Act, respectively,
and the expenditure from the Loan Fund
exclusive of these amounts??”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cairns) replied—

) £ s. d.
“ Workers’” Dwellings—
Loan Fund—Advances,
ete, ... ... 413994 15 0
Trust Fund—Work-

g expenses, etc.

“ Workers’ Homes—

Loan Fund—Advances
and purchase of

land ... ... 285902 3 8
Trust Fund—Work-

ing expenses, etc.
‘“ Agricultural Bank—
Loan Fund—Advances,

ete. ... ... 333356 8 9
Trust Fund—Work-

ing cxpenses, etc.
“Other  expenditure
from Loan Fund 3,005,631 5§ 77

134,399 14 4

41,649 15

-

138,639 14 0

ADJOURNMENT DURING ExmIBITION WEEK.

Mr. TAYLOR (W.udsor), without notice,
asked the Premier—

‘Is it his intention to adjourn Parlia-
ment during the whole period of Exhibi-
tion week, as was done last year?”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. MecCormack,
Cairns) replied—

‘I think it will meet with the approval

of all members of the House if we follow

the usual custom. and do not sit during
Exhibition week.”



16 Standing Orders Committee,

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table : — ]
Ordinances under the City of Brisbane

‘Act of 1924
Regulations under the Health Acts, 1900
to 1922, entitled ¢ The Venereal

Diseases Regulations of 1928, dat=d
. the 16th February, 1928.

Regulations under the Health Acts, 1900
to 1922, entitled ““The Toud and
Drug Regulations, 1928, dated the
21su June, 1328.

Regulations under the Health Acts, 1800
to 1922, dated the 3rd July, 1928,
amending the Food and Drug Regu-
lations, 1928.

dated. the 22nd March,

Proclamation
Saturday, the

1928, appointing
thirty-first day of March, 1928, as
the date on which the Firearms
License Act of 1927 shall commence.
Regulations under the Firearms License
Act of 1827, entitled ** The Fireavins
Regualations, 1973 dated the Z2ad
March, 1828.
Regulations under the following Acts:i—
The Fruit Marketing Organisation
Acts, 1923 to 1925.
The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1916 to
1924.

The Fruit and Vegetables Act of 1927.

The Primary Producers’ Organisation
and Marketing Act of 1926.

The Wheat Pool Acts, 1920 to 1925.
The Pest Destroyers Act of 1923,

[4 p.m.]

STANDING ORDER No, 17.
Ex1EN3ION OF DURATION OF DEBATE ON
ADDRESS IN RepPLY.

The PREMIER (Hon. W.
Cairnsy: I beg to move—

McCormack,

¢ That, during the present session, the
period allotted to the discussion of the
Address in Reply, under Standing Order
No. 17, shall be extended to ten full
sitting days, exclusive of the day upon
which it is moved and seconded, and
all other provisions of that Standing
Order shall, mutatis mutandis, continue
to apply.”

Question put and passed.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTER.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.

The PREMIER (Hen. W. McCormack,
Cairns): 1 beg to move—

“That the Standing Orders Committee
for the present Session consist of the
following members: —Mr. Spealker, Mr.
King, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Moore, Mr. Bul-
cock, Mr. Ferricks, and the mover, and
that the sald committee have leave to sit
dutng any adjournment of the House.”

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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PRINTING COMMITTEE.
'ATPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
The PREMIER {Hon. W. McCormack,
Cuirns): I beg to move—

* That a Select Committee be appointed
to assist Mr. Speaker in all matters which
relate 1o the printing to be executed by
Order of the House, and for the purpose
of selecting and arranging for printing
returns and papers presented in pur-
suance of motions made by members,
That such committee consist of the
following members:—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Pollock, Mr. Barber, Mr. Bruce, Mr.
Roberts, Mr. Dash, and Mr. Swayne.”

Question put and passed.

LIBRARY REFRESHMENT ROOMS,
AND PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS
COMMITTEES.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cuirusy: I beg to move—

“ That the Library, Refreshment Rooms,
and Pavliamentary Buildings Committees
for the present scssion be constituted as

follow :——
Library.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lloyd,
Mr. Elphinstone, Mr. Collins, Mr.

Pease, Mr. G. P. Barnes, and Mr. H.
M. Russell;

Refreshment Rooms.—Mr, Speaker,
My, Pollock, Mr. H. J. Ryan, Mr.
I. A, Cooper, Mr. Corser, Mr. Max-
well, and Mr, King;

Parvliamentary Buildings.—Mr.

rr, Mr, Logan, Mr. Morgan, and the
mover.”

Question put and passed.

SITTING DAYS.
Hours orF SirTING.
The PREMIER (¥ lon. W. McCormack,

Cairns): I beg to move—

** 1. That, unless otherwise ordered, the
House will meet for the despatch of
business at ten o’clock a.m. on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in cach
week, and that on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, and after two o'clock p.m. on
Thursdays, Government business do take:
precedence of all other business.

At five-thirty o'elock p.m. on each
sitting day, Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the House, * without motion put, until
the next sitting day, but before doing
so shall invite the Leader of the House
to notify the Order of Business for the
succeeding sitting. If the House is in
{ommittee the Chairman of Committees
shall leave the Chair at twenty-five
minutes after five o’clock p.m., report
progress, and ask leave to sit again.
Whereupon a motion for leave to sit
again shall be moved and put to the
House, without amendment or debate,.
and Mr. Speaker shall thereafter adjourn
the IHouse until the next sitting day.

* Nothing in this Sessional Order shall
be  construed to prevent the House
adjourning before five-thirty o’clock p.m.
if it appears to be the wish of the
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majority so to do, in which case the
desire of the Commitiee or of the House
may be tested by motion (moved by a
Minister) either * That the Chairman do
now leave the hau 1epoﬁt progress.
and ask leave to sit ﬂlelJ or, if Mr.
Speaker is in ‘rhe chair, - That the House
do now adjourn,” which motion shall be
put either in the Committee or in the
House without amendment or debate. 1If
the hour for automatic adjournment has
arrived, and it 1s desired to adjomn over
the newt sitting daw, the question ‘ That
the House at its rising do adjourn until

*may be put before Mr. Speaker
declares the HHouse adjourned.

“ Business interrupted at five-thirty
o’cleck p.n. under this Sessional Order
shali stand as an Order of the Day for
the next sitting day.

“If a division is being taken either
upon a question relating to the business
before the House or a Committee of the
Whole HHouse or upon a motion of
closure, the same shall be cancluded
hefore the House adjourns, or the Chair-
man leaves the chair.

“ Division upon a motion of closure
shall  include also d}\iki(m upon the
question upon which the closure has been
moved.

2. That during the remainder of this
session, Standing Order No. 17— Debate
on Address in Reply >—shall be construed
as if five-thirty o’clock p.m. were substi-
tuted for ten- thirty o’clock p.m. wherever
it occurs in the Standing Order, and
cleven-thirty o’clock a.m. for four- thirty
o'clock p m.

“3. That during the remainder of this
Qesnon notwﬁhbtandmg the provisions
of any ‘other Stan ding or Sessional Order,
Standing Order No. 307—* Days Allotted
for Supply —shall be construed as if
twenty-five minutes after five o’clock p.m.
were substituted for ten-thirty o’clock
p.m. in paragraph 5, and °five o’clock
p.m.’ were substituted for ‘ten o’clock
p.m.’ in paragraphs 6 and 7

“ If on the last day but one of the days
allotted for Supply the whole of the
Votes remaining to be dealt with, includ-
ing Votes on Account for the ensuing
year, have not been disposed of before
iwenty-five minutes after five o’clock
p.m., the Chairman shall not leave the
chaiy until decisions have been arrived
at upon cach of the remaining Votes,
and the sitting of ths Committee and
of the House shall be continued untii
the whole of the Votes have been decided
and reported to the House, and an Order
made for reception of the Resolutions
from Committee:of Supply.

“On the day appointed for the recep-
tion of any resolution or resolutions
reported from Committees of Supply and
Ways and N(me it shall be within the
discretion cf the Leader of she House
to proceed forthwith with the Appropria-
tion Bill founded on such resclutions,
notwithstanding that the hour cf five-
thirty o’cleck p.m. has arrived, but upon
tho passage of the Bill no further busi-
noss shall be proceeded with at that
sitting : Provided that if consideration
of an Appropriation Bill is enterced upon
at or before the hour of five-thirty o’clock
- p.m., the period for the discussion of

1928--¢

[26 JuLy.]
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the Bill at all stages shall be limited to

cight o’clock p.m., at which hour every
qu(,stlou nf\cessan for the disposal of
the remaining stages of the Bill shall
be put by Mr. '\pca;\er or the Chairman
of Committees, as the case may be, with-
out amendment or debate.

“(On the days allotted for Supply, it
shall be optional to set down any Bill
for iunitiation in Committee, to precedo
consideration of Supply, such initiatory
proceedings not to extend beyond eleven-
thirty o’clock a.m., at which hour the
Chairman shall leave the chair, report
progress, and ask leave to sit again.

4. That during the remainder of this

session, if occasion arises to put into
operation Standing Ovder No. 249, the
Standing Order shall be construed as

were substituted
and ‘ five o’clock

if “eleven o’clock a.m.’
for ¢ four o’clock p.m.’
p.m.’ were substituted for ‘ten o’clock
p.m.’ in paragraph 2. If the business
then under discussion is not completed
by five-thirty o’clock p.m. the Committee
may continue to sit until all the clauses of
the Bill or other matter have been dis-
posed of, notwithstanding the provisions
of any other Standing or Sessional Order.
Thereupon the Chairman shall make his
report to the House, and all action neces-
sary to complete the business of the Com-
mittec may be taken notwithstanding
that the hour for adjournment of the
House has arrived.”
The Lcader of the Opposition has called
“Not formal.”” I understand he desives to-
make an alteration, The matter was con-
sidored by me, but, as we have had day
sittings so far duung the whole of this
Parliament, let us finish this Parliament
under the day sittings. If the hon, gentle-
man succeeds—which no one thinks he
will——
Mr. King: By Jove, you do!
laughter.)

. The PREMIER: My attitude generally
is not the attitude of {he Leader of a
Government who is afraid of being defeated
—but that is by the way. If successful, the
hon. gentleman may alter it; if he is not—
and I do not think he will be—then I hope
to have an opportunity of making some
alteration myself.

(Opposition

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I called ¢ Not
formal® to this motion, mnot necessarily

because I desire to make a change myself,
but hecause I think that in a matter like
this it is only reasonable that the House
as a whole should have a say as {o what
should be done. We know perfectly well
that in the Government Party the division
of opinion is such that the numbers are
pretty close—that almost as many want
night sittings as want day sittings. This
is a wmatter which affects the convenience
of members, and not the couvenience of the
Government, and I think it is only right
that in a matter which affects every member,
his own personal convenience, and his ability
to attend to the wants of his electors, every
member should have the opportunity of
having an equal voice in the decision. Such
a matter should not be decided in the
Government caucus room and then be
brought in here in the way it is. It is a
matter peculiarly for the decision of the
House, and I think members on this side
are just as much entitled to have a say

Mr, Moore.]
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on a matter such as this as members on the
other side.

It is a matter which also affects the
convenience of the public. It is a matter
which should not be a party question, but
.one on which every hon, member should have
the right to express his opinion and give
his vote as he chooses, for the convenience
.of himself and his electorate. I hold that
on a matter which vitally affects every one
.of us and also the people outside a vote of
this House should be taken instead of a
sccret vote, the result of which is merely
announced to the House.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): I desire to
endorse the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition. In a matter of this kind it is
only fair that there should be a non-party
vote. Hon. members know that there is
not unanimity on either side of the Houso
as to whether there should be day or
partly day and partly night sittings. The
excuse given by the Premier that, because
we have had two sessions of day sittings
during this Parliament, it is good enough
to continue them till the end of this
Parliament, does not carry very much
weight; and I strongly suspect that the real
reason why the Government are continuing
the day sittings is that they wish to prevent
the people of the metropolis from coming
here to hear the destructive criticism of

members on this side of the Chamber.
(Government laughter.) Judging by what
1 hear outside, there is a desire on the

part of the public of Brisbane, at any rate,
when they find they have the time at their
disposal, to come here and listen to these
procecdings. The Government are giving
no copportunity whatever to fhem to come
here and slake their curiosity as to the
explanations which are going to be given
by the Premier as to how he is going to
win the next elections. I kuow from the
remarks of the Premier in former sessions
that his private opinion is that he would
like to ¢it in the afterncon and evening.

The PreMiER: I have expressed it.

Mr., KELSO: The hon. gentleman has
expressed himself so, and there are mem-
bers on this side who agree with him. I
agree with him.

The PREMIER:
give.

Mr. KELSO: But what opportunity have
mewmbers on this side of expressing their
views? What chance have they of joining
with members on the other side in voting
for what suits them best? I believe that a
number of members on the other side believe
just as the Premier believes. I think that,
if a non-party vote were taken, it would
be decided that we should sit in the after-
noon and evening.

The PreMIER: There is one objection to
that. It would lead to my voting with you,
and that is a thing I do not want ever to
happen. (Government laughter.)

¥r. KELSO: If the hon. gentleman
followed my views more often, he would be
on safer lines. At any rate, I put this
question : Have Ministers, as a result of the
last two sessions, been satisfied with working
in Parliament during the day, and at the
same time attempting to deal with the work
of their departments? It is impossible for
Ministers to do their duty to the satisfaction
of thomselves and of the public when they

[Mr. Moore.
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have to attend Parliament during the day.
On more than one occasion during last
session when Cabinet had to meet—and it
is quite proper that Cabinet should meet
at a certain time in the morning—we had
no Ministers at all on the front bench, and,
in order to make the House a little more
presentable, the vacant Ministerial seats were
occupied by private Government members.
1 ask hon. members opposite whether they
are of the opinion that the debates under
the system of day sittings have equalled the
standard set when Parltament sat partly in.
the daytime and partly in the evening. Hon.
members opposite know perfectly well that
it is very depressing to be compelled to speak
in this House when there 1s not even a
quorum present. We are supposed to devote
our intelligence to this work and put our
best into our speeches, but are hon. members
opposite personally satisfied that the debates
in this House are equal to the standard
set under the evening sittings? I think the
Premier might unbend even now, seeing
that he is so gracious to-day.

The Preyier: You speak rather feelingly
about this lack of a quorum, but other hon.
members on your side can always command
a good House. (Laughter.)

Mr. KELSO: My observations are based
on the circumstances that exist when I am
listening to other members deliberating in
this Chamber. I am pleased to say that I
can generally command a very fair House.
I ask the Premier to reconsider this matter
and allow on open vote of the House in order
to test the feelings of hon. members.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny), who was received
with Opposition cheers, said: First of all,
I would like to congratulate the mover and
the seconder of the Address in Reply. I
would also sympathise with them in the
very difficult situation in which they found
themselves. The only thing that the new
hon. member for Mitchell could find on
which to congratulate the Government was
the step they had taken after the Land
Settlement Advisory Board had condemned
their administration root and branch from
the time that they entered office until last
year. Feeling that he would not be justified
in being associated with any criticism of
the Government during those years, he con-
tented himself with saying very little. I
have hopes for him, because obviously he felt
his position very keenly, and realised that
the position was a most unsatisfactory one
for any member of the Government to try
to defend.

The hon. member for Balonne has made
a most extraordinary volte-face. When I
was in his electorate the hon. member was
a political candidate; he was .very
enthusiastic about the land policy of the
Government at that time. He even defended
the Water Act.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ‘You
assisted him quite a lot during that election.

Mr. MOORE: I helped the hon. gentle-
man the other day. I spoke at Mackay,
and he rushed up there immediately after-
wards. (Opposition laughter.)

However, Mr. Speaker, what I want to
point out is that the hon. member for



Address in Reply.

’

Balonne, who was so enthusiastic over the
Government’s action, in supporting their
administration in land matters, has turned
completely round since the report of the
Land Settlement Advisory Board, and now
is enthusiastic over what the Government
have done since appointing that board.
One thing or the other must bhe wrong.
because the whole of the report of that
board condemned the administration of the
Government root and branch.

Mr., Buncock: Has there
drought meanwhile?

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of
drought; it is a question right through of
the administration of the Government and
their amendments of the Land Acts.

I just want to quote one or two things that
the hon. member for Mitchell said. He said
that it behoved the Government to foster
the wool industry. We all recognise that.
How did the Government foster it up to last
vear? They fostered it by raising railway
fares and freights—by raising the freights
on sheep over 100 per cent.; by raising the
freight on wool by over 80 per cent., and in
every way by imposing taxation and dis-
abilities on the wool industry. They
restricted the operation of people in that
industry; they disaliowed partnerships, and
did everything to make this: industry
decadent, and then they appointed a board
to take evidence and inquire into the indus-
try when they found it plactl(‘ally down and
out. The board brought in a report which
practically condemned the administration of
the Government from 1915, and last year the

not been a

‘Government were forced to bring in an
amending Act to remedy their hideous
wmistakes.

The PrevMiER: How can an industry which
pays half our income tax be down and out?

Mr, Bow: Where were you when the
Mitchell by-election was on?
Mr. MOORE: [ was doing my duty. The

hon. member also congxatulamd the Govern-
ment on the amendment they had brought
down to the Land Acts last year.

Mr. Bow: What were you doing for the
small holder?

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member con-
tended that this amendment had encouraged
financial institutions to come to the help of
the industry, otherwise it would be down
and out. Those are the hon. member for
Mitchell’s own words.

Mr. Burcock : Didn’t he make some refer-
ence to a drought just before that?

Mr. MOORE: Yes; but the Government
have put forward war and drought as
excuses ever since I came into this House.
It is time that we came down to facts. The
cause of the condition of the industry is the
administration of the Government. I am
here to point out exactly where the GGovern-
mwent are wrong. The Government them-
selves appointed a board to take evidence
and go into the country to inguire into the
industry. What was the result of that
inquiry? Did it not condemn the action of
the Covernment from 19157 Of course, it
did. Then we have the hon. member for
Mitchell saying that it behoved the Govern-
ment  to foster the industry! He also
expressed appreciation of the work of the
Tand Settlement Advisory Board, and said
that the Government were making some
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attempt in this desperate position to
improve the industry, and will continue to
do so until conditions improved.

My, Bruce: What is your policy?

My, MOORE: Our policy has been defi-
nitely stated since 1915, and, after we had
hammered it into the Government year after
vear, they appointed a Land Settlement
Advi 1<oxv Board to go out and take evidence.
What did that board report ? Exactly what
the Opposition had been advocating for
years.

Myr. Burcock: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE: It is rather an extra-
ordinary thing that the Premier himself,
when Secretary for Public Lands, turned
down three amendments to the Land Acts
that were moved by myself, and in the
following year brought in amendments to the
Land Acts to make the selfsame amend-
ments that I had moved.

Then the hon. member for Balonne started
to criticise the Federal Government for not
bringing in a childhood endowment scheme.

Mr. BRASSINGTON :

Mr. MOORE: Docs not the hon, member
kuow that his own deputy leader, the
Sccretary for Agriculture, when he went
down to a confmence of Premlels moved
for a commission to be anpolnted to go
round the different States in order to find
out whether the different States could bear
the cost of such a scheme?

The PrEMIER: Do you disagree with that?

Mr. MOORE: No, but the hon. member
for Balonne comes here and condemns the

They promised to do so.

Tederal Government for doing what his
own deputy lvader asked that Government
to do. Let me quote exactly what the

Deputy Leader of the Government said on
that occasion—

“ If industry could not pay, the burden
was simply passed on, and no good result
was achieved. Hanng all these things
it mind, he considered it was of para-
mount 1n.nortance that a survey should
be made of the position in every State
in order to ascertain the actual position
in each, to ascertain the exact nature
of the pwblem as it affected each State
and, generally, to provide complete data
of a reliable character.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That
was after Mr. Bruce had definitely said that
his Government did not intend to bring in
a childhood endowment scheme.

Mr. MOORE: Mr. Bruce said that it was
too great a tax to be imposed by direct
taxation, and the Deputy Leader of the
Government said that it was owing to that
fact that the people had turned down the
referenda proposals.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
nothing at all about the referenda pro-
posals  being turned down. Mr. Bruce
definitely stated that he did not intend to
introduce a childhood endowment scheme.

Mr. MOORE: At any rate, the published
report reads—

“ Commenting on this motion, Mr.
Smith said: ‘The Commonwealth defi-
nitely refuses to consider the introduction
of a :cheme wholly financed out of
revenue owing to the excessive taxation
involved; and it had no power to take

My, Moore.]
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the initiative in imposing a charge on
industry, as the people had refused the
granting of the necessary power at the
last referenda.””

The PREMIER : Mr. Bruce said that.

Mr. MOORE: Now I want to tell hon.
members what the Leader of this Government
said in his policy specch of 1926. 'The hon.
gentleman said that, if the Commonwealth
Government did not take immediate steps to
introduce a childhood ondowment scheme
for the whole of Australia, his Government
would formulate a scheme for Queensland
without delay. (Opposition laughter.)

The PremiEr: And this Government will
do so if the Commonwealth Government do
not. :

Mr. MOORE: The Secretary for Agricul-
ture, continuing, had this to say—

“ Leading thinkers of the State of
Queensland are unanimous that the time
is opportune for the introduction of such
a scheme in this State, The State of
Queensland is in a good position so far
as the introduction of such a scheme is
concerned.”

Yet the hon. member for Balonne has the
audacity to get up in this House and con-
demn the Federal Government for not carry-
ing out a promise that his own leader had
definitely made. That is the sort of thing
we have to put up with here.

The extraordinary thing that struck me
about the Governor’s Speech is that all those
things which are so vital to the State are
conspicuous by their absence. I ask hon.
members: What is the one factor that is
causing us most anxiety? Is it not unem-
ployment—the most tragic circumstance, and
one of the greatest difficulties with which
we arc confronted to-day? The tragic posi-
tion of Queensland should not be treated
in such a light fashion.

The ProwviEe: Let us
solution is.

Mr. MOORE: I met a deputation of the
unemployed this morning. 1 suppose it will
be said that I instigated that meeting; but
I am always prepared to hear the point of
view of the unemployed; because I recognise
that unemployment i1s one of the most dis-
tressing things we can have in this State.
There can be no doubt that the present
unfortunate position is the result of the
legislation of the Government, and until
we get rid of that legislation the position
will not improve. All that is offered to the
uncemployed is the statement that the Govern-
ment are collecting statistics to show how
many persons are unemployed at the end of
cach quarter.

The PremiEr: That is not so.

Mr. MOORE : That is what is stated in the
Governor’s Speech. The Governor’s Speech
also says that unemployment to-day is due
to seasonal occupations. We know that, to
a certain extent, it always has been so in
Queensland. That is nothing new; but it
is rather cxtraordinary to read it in the
Governor’s Speech.

The PREMIER: Are we responsible for the
scasons ?

Mr. MOORE: No, you are not responsible
for the seasons.

Mr. Hynes: How do
fact that therc

[Myr. Moore.

hear what your

) you account for ths
is less unemployment in

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

Queensland than there is in the other

States ?

Mr. MOORE : How does the hon. member
account for these statements in the Speech?
First of all the Speech *‘ cracks up”” the
sugar industry, and savs that there was an
cnormous crop last yvear.

Mr. BrUCE: 1s that not true?

Mr. MOORXE: Yes. and due entirely te
the action of the Federal Government in
putting on the embargo. The Speech goos
on to say—

“ The splendid season experienced in
agricultural arcas has brought about a
greatly increased  production, excep-
tional wheat viclds being secured on the
Darling Downs as a result of the favour-
able conditions prevailing in the spring.

“ Maize, on account of its suitability
to Queensland conditions, is a popular
crop, and, generally speaking this year’s
harvest will be a good one.

‘“ The expansion of trade in the peanut
industry is most marked, and the early
installation of modern machinery and
the erection of storage silos are designed
to place the Peanut Pool Board in a
position to cope with the increasing
crops.

“The past financial year has shown
record returns in the dairying industry,
butter returns were greater than during
any previous vear, whilst cheese produc-
tion reached approximately the highest
previous figures.

“The total yield of cotton this season
will exceed that of last season, despite
serious losses experienced from severe
floods and heavy rains at critical stages
of the development of the crop.”

All showing that the season was particularly
good, and the Speech talks about record
returns from these crops. Then it goes on
to say—

“ Unfortunately, of late years the
seasonal conditions throughout a large
proportion of the sheep belt of Queens-
land have been unfavourable. Notwith-
standing this temporary set-back it is
gratifying to note that there are still
16,500,000 sheep depastured on the lands
of the State.

“With the advent of good seasons,
therefore, the State will soon be stocked
again to its normal carrying capacity of
21,000,000 sheep.”

In the last twenty years there have only
been two vears in which we reached
20,000.000 sheep. During the last ten years
the average number of sheep depastured in
Quesnsland for a single year has been
17,900,000. We now have 16.500,000 depas-
tured in Queeunsland, which is only 1,003,000
less than the average for the last ten years;
vet, despite that, we are told that unem-
ployment in Queensiand is due to the drought
in the western. parts of Queensland.,

Mr. Hyxus: How would you improve the
position ?
Mr. MOORE: If the hon. member will

leep quict, I will tell him, and I only hope
he will take notice of what I say. That is
the po=ition we have got ourselves into;
and the position in Queensland to-day is a
most undesirable one. How is it going to
be altered? The Deputy Leader of the
Government has told the Government how
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it can be altered. He has issued a pamphlet.
Here it is. Why does he pick out the
dairying industry, as exactly the same con-
ditions obtain in every other industry as
in that industry? Why should he pick out
the dairying industry and say, * These
people do uwot know how to manage their
business ’? Why should he point out what
has to be done? Why does he not recognise
that the same economic laws and the same
natural laws appertain in every other
industry ?

The PreMIiER: Perhaps he is doing it in
connection with all industries.

Mr. MOORE: He is not doing it. The
Government are talking and doing nothing.
In this little pamphlet the Deputy Leader of
the Government says—

“Review your position and find out
where you stand.”

The PreMIER: You represent the dairying
industry, but you never make any sugges-
tions.

Mr. MOORE: Never mind about that. 1
want to refer to this little pamphlet, and I
say that the very factors and the economic
laws thut are stated in this pamphlet could
be the salvation of our other industries in
Queensland to-day, and I will tell you why.
This pamphict says—

“In many districts in Queensland
dairying may be carried on in congenial
circumsiances; conditions gencrally are
conducive to the production of a product
of superfine flavour and of high good
value.

““In view of these facts, it might gener-
ally be expected that the average yield
of milk per cow in Queensland should
be higher than the average yield in any

of the other States; but what do we
find ?”
The hon. gentleman then gives figures to

show that Queensland is last but one of the
Australian States in regard to the milk yield.
The pamphlet further says—

“Is it in the interests of the dairy
farmers of Queensland that this State
should have the second lowest average?
Should not the objective be to secure
for Queensland—-the Queen Dairying
State—pride of place? Would not the
realisation of this objective result in
substantial gain to the dairy farmers?”

Quite so. Now let me take this. This is in
Mr. Theodore’s speech—
[4.30 p.m.]

Myr. Bruee: Keep on with the other one,

Mr. MOORE : 1 bring this in to show that
none of the European countries can compare
in natural resources with our own State.
Mr. Theodore said—

“Here we have millions of acres of
fertile land-—easily made available, con-
venient to ports, and capable of produc-
tion in golden abundance. Here we have
mineral wealth which makes Queensland
a veritable Golconda. Here are coal
deposits so extensive and rich as are
destined to make our country the envy
of the whole world. We possess iron ore
deposits which will be of immeasurable
economic value in the manufacturing
industry of Australia. We possess timber
lands and pastoral areas  the products
of which are every day becoming more
and more essential to satisfy the require-
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ments of friendly nations overseas. All
that is required to enable Queensland
to take advantage of her unique position
is increased population, combined with
the resolution and industry of our people,
and the judicious employment of
capita] to provide machinery, plant, and
transportation facilities,”
That is all we require—the judicious employ-
ment of capital, confidence, and stability in
the Government. Why have we not got it?
Because there has been a continual harassing
of capital ever since the Government came
into power, because they have taken all they
can out of the pockets of the people by
imposing inereased taxation until there is no
possible chance of new industries starting.

The PrenMier: Show the true position.

Mr. MOORE: I am going to show it. The
Deputy Leader of the Government has
pointed out what has been the result in the
dairying industry. I am pointing out what
has happened. Why is it that, with all
our natural resources, Queensland is abso-
lutely the lowest State in the Commonwealth
for production?

Mr, Hyxes: And has less unemployment.
Don't forget that!

Mr. MOORE : Why is it that the Queens-
land factory statistics show this position ?—

“FacTORY STATISTICS TO 1927,
v Inerease in Faetories from 1914 to 1927,

New South Wales 2,957
Victoria 2,040
South Australia 484
Western Australia 429
Tasmania 164 .
Queensland 81"

Gueensland is the lowest of all the States.
Then contrast the factory employees per
10,000 of mean population in the different
States—
“ Movement from 1910 to 1914.

Increase.
Queensland . .. BT
Victoria ... 36
Western Australia ... 24
New South Wales ... ... 15

Decrease.
South Australia 52
Tasmania ... . 72

From 1910 to 1914 Queensland showed the
biggest increase of any State in Australia.
Then take the—

“ Movemeni from 1914 to 1927.

Increase.
New South Wales ... ... 13T
South Australia . ... 116
Victoria Loo97
Tasmania ... ... 81

' Decrease.

Western Australia

Queensland . 107

Mr. Forey: They all have their unem-

ployed.

Mr. MOORE : Of course they have. Why
i it that from 1910 to 1914 Queensland
showed the biggest increase of any State
in Australia and the greatest decrease com-
pared with other States from 1914 to 19272
We have primary products, such as wool and
cotton; we have the raw materials for manu-
facture, yet from 1914 to 1927 we show a
decrease in the number of our factories.
Queensland showed the greatest progress

Mr. Moore.}
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from 1910 to 1914 under previous (Govern-
nmfats, but an astounding retrogression during
the period from 1914 to 1927 under the present
Government. Then take the following
comparisons : —

“ Facrory CoMPARISONS FOR THREE YEARS,
1924-25 To 1926-27.

(¢) Yumber of Factorics—

Increase.
New South Wales ... 520
Victoria . ... 265
South Australia ... .. 96
Tasmania ... ... 92
Western Australia .. 28
Decrease.
Queensland .. 13
(b) Xumber of Fuctory Employees—
Increase.
New South Wales 17,409
Viectoria 7,481
South Australia 3,811
Tasmania 696
Decrease.
Queensland . 789
Western Australia 1,334
(¢) Talue of Output—
Increase.
New South Wales ... 19,653,171
Victoria ... R 9,220,553
South Australia 4,734,476
. Western Australia 1,742,878
Tasmania 262,041
Decrease.
ueensland 7,814,869
Now, let us come, to the reasons, One of

the reasons, I #ay, 1s this enormous, burden-
some, .hqmpermgataxation. We have the
Commissioner of Taxes searching  the
pockets of the people throughout the length
and bljeadth of Queensland, tearing at the
very vitals of industry, sucking the very life-
blood' out of it. Look at the fact that in
1924 the present Premier and Treasurer said
that Queensland had reached its limit in
taxation and that, if it went any further,
there was going to be unemployment. Mr.
Speaker, we have the increase in taxation
and we have the unemployment. I am just
going to show that in 1922-23 Mr. Theodore
increased taxation by £89,411, and in 1823-24
there was a decrease of £286.316.

‘The PREMIER: Caunsed by what—legislation
OF ecarning capacity ?

Mr. MOORE: That is
from the people. Mr.
increased it by £296,960.
mier in 1925-26 increased it bv £189.961. in
1926-27 by £398,218, and in 1927.28 II)V
£475,742. © Of the total increase of taxation
durmgt t%e fast 51}>§ vears of £1.163,976 the
present Premier has been responsible for
£1,063.921. or 91 per cent. Yot this is the

what was taken
Gillies 1n 1924-25
The present Pre-

man  who in 1924 said that taxation had
reached its limit in Queensland !

. A GoverymenT MeMBER: The taxablo
income has increased.

Mr. MOORE: It is not because the tax-
able income has increased. Since 1915 the
taxable income in Queensland has decreased
by 3% per cent.

The PrEMIER:
increased,

Mr. MOORE: What is the good of talking
about income tax when the hon. gentleman
has stamp duty and gift duty and every

[Mr. Moore.
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kind of tax you can lay your tongue to?
He said in 1924 that taxation had reached
its limit in Queensland.

The Premier: There has been no increase
since.

Mr. MOORLE: And he said that, if it went
any further, he thought it would cause
unemployment. And 1t has caused unem-
ployment. 1 have pointed out to the hon.
gentleman that the taxable income of
Queensland had decreased in the last thir-
teen yvears—not increased. How then can
he make out that taxation has Increased
because earning capacity has increased?
Will he take the report of the Commissioner
of Taxes and say whether I am right or
wrong? It has decreased. In Victoria it
has increased by 88 per cent. The hon.
gentleman knows that the situation in
Queensland to-day is hopeless. He cannot
defend his administration.

The Preuier: The
hopeful,

Mr. MOORE: I do not know what there
is to be hopeful for. There is not much
hope for the unemployed. There is no
suggestion in the Governor’s Speech as to
what steps are to be taken to relieve it.

The Premier: If you have unemployed
and Communists waiting on you—-

Mr. MOORE: Nothing is to be gained by
talking about Communists, The hon. gentle-
man said that if more legislation were
needed to deal with Communism, he
would bring it in. T say that we will help
him under those conditions; but I also say
that because a man happens to be out of
work that is no reason why he should be
called a Communist. I do not know what
the men who waited on me this morning
were, but I am perfectly satisfied that some
of those men who came to see me were
genuine unemployed. (Opposition cheers.)

The PreEMiEr: You say we are responsible
for unemployment. That is an important
charge.

Mr. MOORE: It is. I say that the
Government aro responsible, because ever
since they have been in power there has
been a sort of vendetta against capital. The
whole time they have been searching the
pockets of the people. They have said so.
The Socialist objective is to take away from
people by taxation gradually; that of the
(ommunist is to take it away in onc fell
swoop. It is production for use and not
for profit.

The PresMiER: You say that the effect of
the policy of this Government is to pe secen
in unemployment ?

Mr. MOORE: The effect of it is here for
evervhody to sece.

The PreMIER: Therce have been much more
capable men than you investigating it.

Mr. MOORE: I am not saving that there
have not. I am pointing out the effect. It
is no use talking to me about droughts or
the war. When I see industry being taxed
out of existence——

The PreMiER: You talk about income tax,
but you will not go any furthesr,

Mr. BIOORE: There is not one word of
suggestion in the Spcech of His Iixcellency
as to how this can be combated. There is
not one word as to whether there will be
any rebate in taxation on industries that

position s very
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are prepared to expand or to invest addi-
tional capital. There is not one word about
any system of co-operation.

The Presurr: You are not telling us how
taxation 1s affecting us.

Mr. MOORE: I am giving some reasons
for the present situation, and the Premier
cannot get away from those reasons. The
Government have taken £30,000,000 in taxa-
tion in the past ten years, which has operated
to the detriment of the expansion and estab-
lishment of industries,

The TPruMIER:
money ?

Mr. MOORE: No.

The PreMiER: You would carry on the
whole of the public service for love and
affection ?

My, MOORE: I did not say that. The
Premier tries to make some little point
because hie knows he is in a hole. He knows
the posifion he is in, and he cannot defend
that position.

The Premizr: I know that,
here, you, like Bavin, would
to reduce taxation.

Mr. MOORE : Mr. Bavin made an attempt
to deal with the unemployed question.

The Previer: He has borrowed more than
Lang borrowed.

Mr. MORGAN:
in his State.

The Premier: He does not say that he
has solved the problem.

Mr. MOORE: When it was suggested by
the Federal Government thai a conference
between employers and employees should be
held with a view to discussing the grievances
and the difliculties that exist, and ascertain-
ing the exaect position in which they stood.
organised labour throughout the whole of
Australia was not game to face such a con-
ference.

Mr. Bruce: The s:pider and the fly.

The Previrr: Theyv have not refused to
meet the employers with the politicians out
of the way.

Mr. MOORE: When the Secretary for
Agriculture was in Mackay he said that the
poople had the right to refuse so long as
there was on the statute-book of the Com-
monwealth an Arbitration Act with which
they did not agree.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
to that statement.

Mr. MOORE : Why should that legislation
nce be placed on the statute-book: The
Federal Government were returned by an
enormous muajority to cnaet that very legis-
lation.

Mr. Brree: For the capitalists.

Mr. MOORE: They were returned by the
workers, The Federal members were elected
on a democratic franchiss, and considered it
their dutv to pass legi slation embodying the
will of the peopxe

The PrevMirr: How quickly the unions met
the employers in \Tel ourne when the poli-
ticians were out of the waxr !

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman knows
p:\rfecth well that the Prime Minister said
that the conference would be held entirely
free from any politicul influence. lic knows

You would not take that

if you were
not be able

He has restored confidence

I stick
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that the Prime Minister’s sole desire was to
have the organised forces of industry meeting
in conference and discussing their difficulties.

The Premier: The British Government
were not so foolish as to butt into the matter.

Mr. MOORE: That is one vital mistake
that we make in Australia. Because a mem-
ber of a party endeavours to do something
in the interests of the community there
is always some antagonism on the part of
the other party for fear that the person
taking the initiative may gain some credit
by his actions. There is willingness and
tolerance all over Australia, and there is a
sporling instinct on the part of the people
to hear both sides of the question; but, when
\omethmg of vital importance to 1ndust1y
is suggested, organised labour refuses to
mect, and cven refuses to discuss the ques-
tion. How can we discuss the question unless
something along these lines is adopted? We
nust ascertain where our difficulties are.

1 find that the wages per employee have
increased in five years to 1926, to the follow-
ing extent:—

£
New South Wales 14.83
Victoria 16.98
Quecnsland . 17.21
South Australia 24.08
Western Australia 5.98
Tasmania 16.93

But the value of output per omployee in-
the sanie time has increased by—

£
New South Wales ... 84
Victoria . .. 51
Queensland ... 46%
South Awstralia ... ... 120
Western Australia ... 23
Tasmania ... ... 103
. * Decerease.
These are the figures showing the value
added in  process of manufacture per
employec 1 —
£
New South Wales ... 58
Victoria . . .. 14
Queensland ... 18*
South Australia ... .. 28
Western Australia ... 20
Tasmania ... .. 39

* Decrease.

And the drift is still continuing, as the out-
put per employce has dropped from £910
in June, 1926, to £859 in June, 1927, or by
£51 per employec, making a total decrease
of £97 in six years. :

Evervbody must know what happens when
hours are reduced, wages increased, and
output decrcased. Everyone Lnows that
industry must suffer, as no one can stand it.
That 15 cxactly what the Secretary for
Agriculture points out in his pamphlet.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is a
gonod pamphlet.

My, MOORE: Ves, but why not make its
application gencral?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: I have
never stood for anvthing els= in any industry.

Me. MOORE : Tn case it may be said thab
the capitalist ov-the employer in Queensland
has not made the most of introducing modern-

machinery into industry, I Would pomt out
that the increase of nvachm(lv in industry-

Mr. Moore.)
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in Queensland has been greater in propor-
tion during the last five years than in any
other State of the Commonwealth.

The PREMIER:
ment.

Mr. MOORE: I am not doing so. The
employers in Queensland have increased the
amount of machinery employed in industry
in an endeavour to give employees every
benefit possible and turn out a better job.
‘"The following figures show the increase in
the amount of plant and machinery for each
employee in industry in the various States
«during the last five years:—

Don’t destroy your argu-

£
New South Wales ... 28
Queensland ... 93
Victoria .. b4
South Australia ... B0
Western Australia ... ... 49
Tasmania . 31

The employers of Quecnsland, therefore,
have endeavoured in every way to increase

theiv  output and foster the jobs of
employees; yet Queensland is the only State
which shows a decreased output. The

pamphlet issued by the Department of Agri-
culture and Stock states—

“ Official figures prove indisputably
that a very large number of Queensland
dairy farmers are carrying on their
operations with cows that are definitely
unprofitable.” .

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Isn’t that
true?
. Mr. MOORE: Is that not true of every
industry ?  Is not the diminution of cutput
tal'mef of that? This pamphlet also has
his—
“ Unprofitable

X i business
financial disaster.”

leading to

“ Profitable business leading to finan- -

cial prosperity.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
,btetter than I thought after I hear you quote
it.

Mr. MOORE: The sentiment is admirable.

The PrEMIER: Take an ordinary industry,
and show how taxation affects it. I have
gone to & lot of trouble in that matter.

tMr. MOORE: The pamphlet also states

. “The capacity of each cow to produce
is the fundamental and dominant factor
in making dairying profitable.”

That is quite right, but the same argument
applies in every other industry. Why was
something not put in His Excelllency’s
Speech by which this could be brought about,
and by which we could get a greater output
per employee? Not a word is suggested in
that direction—-

. ““The price of dairy products has an

mmportant influence upon the cost of

living in the community, and the com.-

munsty should not be expected to pay a

price which will permit of inefficiency.”
We find by a question asked in this House
last session by the hon. member for Wide
Bay that the cost of construction of three
schools 21 ft. by 18 ft. was £649, £642, and
£609 respectively. The sinking of the post
holes was good, but the putting up of eight
posts per man in a day is worse than
mefficiency.

[Mr. Moore.
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We also find this in the report of the
Beef Cattle Industry Commission— .
“ The companies state that, in addi-
tion to the wage increase, other working
conditions and practices have been intro-
duced into the meatworks which have
tended to increase the cost of operating,
and that the number of employees is
greater than that necessary for the
efficient performance of the work.”

The report later on goes to show that the
companies are forced to engage too much

labour and, as a vesult, costs have increased
by 25 per cent.

Mr., Hyxes: You would settle that by
putting emplovees off.
Mr. MOORE: I would settle it in the

same way that the Premier said he would

settle it at the Labour Convention, Towns-

ville, where he said—

“In spite of all the talk against piece-
work in industries like canecutting and
shearing”’——

He might have said State coalmining also—
if they would establish a proper
organisation which would prevent the
employer exploiting the worker, as he
did in other countries, and prevent the
employee  from  exploiting  himself
physically, wuch a system would solve
many of their problems.”

I quite agree with him.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Didn’t the Premier say
that over-taxation acted like a boomerang
and came back on the worker?

Mr. MOORE: There is the policy that is
advocated in the pamphlet that is issued
by the Department of Agriculture and Stock.

The PreMigr: What is wrong with my
making that statement at the Labour Con-
ference?

Mr. MOORE: Nothing; only I wish that
the hon. gentleman would make a similar
statement here, and endeavour to put his
words into practice. It is all right for the
hon. gentleman to go outside and talk in
that strain, but why should he not give an
opportunity to the employees to put that
in practice?

The Premizr: My job is to educate the
people of this State to understand the
difficulties,

Mr. MOORE: The objective of the Pre-
mier should be to introduce such legislation
as will permit of the greatest production per
unit in the State.  Continuing with the
report, we find the following remarks made
by the hon. gentleman:—

“The question of capital was one
which could be got over if they had the
will to do it. (apital could be found for
tin hare races and liberty fairs. He
wanted to close the cleavage between
the political and industrial wings, and
if they put the same amount of energy
into establishing and controlling indus-
try by the people engaged in that indus-
try, instead of calling each other all
the names they did, then they would be
doing something constructive. Nationali-
sation of industry was not such a good
process as the co-operative principle,
and purely Government economic con-

trol would not benefit the workers at
all.”

Have we not been hammering at that very
fact from year to year? Surely the hon.
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gentleman will remember that we have on
all occasions suggested that the co-operative
principle should be more fully availed of.
Every time a discussion has taken place on
legislation affecting the primary producers
members on this side of the House have
suggested an extension of the co-operative
principle.

The SRCRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: As a
matter of fact, you have moved amendments
caleulated to doctmv the usefulness of many

measures.

Hon. J. G. Apprn: What about the arrow-
root industry?

Mr. MOORIL: it is all very well for the

Premier to make statements about co-opera-
tion; but why does the hon. gentlewman not
make it possible for this co-operation to be
brought about? There is no suggestion of
doing anything like that; yet that would be
one of the greatest factors in the solution of
the uwnemvloyment problem.

The PrEMIER: If we make any such move.

vour party immediately appeals to the
prejudiee of the workers.
Mr. MOORE: I do mnot think the hon.

gentleman can attribute that to me.
The PREMIER:
vou personally.
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXND INDUSTRY :

I am not applying it to

Is  your <cheese factory a co-operative
concern ?
Mr. MOORE: No; but I am not aversc

to its being run on co-operative lines if
suitable arrangements can be made. The
position we have reached in this State was
ably illustrated by the Deputy Premier when
he said—

“It would be idle to expect dairy
farmers to replace immediately all the
unprofitable cows in their herds: but
they could introduce a gradual elimina-
tion process by breeding from selected
dams mated with approved sirves.”’

There is the opportunity for eliminating the
unfit in some industries and placing them in
others where there would be a greater oppor-
tunity of increased earning capacity. When
one is confronted with a decrease in the out-
put of the State amounting to £97 per
employee, then one must take notice of the
situation and endeavour to find a solution.
Such a state of affairs is responsible for our
unemployment.

The PremiEr: Do you scriously believe
that?
Mr. MOORE: T do.

The Premigr: Then you do not know the
cconomic factors operating.

Mr. MOORE: I do know that the taxation
burden of this State is more than double that
in other States, and that such a position can
only mean a transference of industry from
this State to other States.

The Premir: There is more unemploy-
ment in the Southern States than there is
here.

Mr. MOORII: There may be more unem-
ployment in some industries, but not gener-
ally. The policy enunciated by the Govern-
ment when they took office has been a
miserable failure. Tt was stated that State
sawmills would be established, which would
result in the supply of cheap timber with
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which the workers could build their homes.
What has happened? Timber is dearer
to-day than ever it was. Then the Govern-
ment said they would establish State enter-
prises so that borrowing might be reduced
and the incidence of taxation lower. The
reverse is the position. In the last fifty years
horrowing has been increased by over 100
per cent., and taxation by over 400 per cent.

Thev :alrl they were going to start State
1mt(h(‘1\ shops so that they would be able to
give the people cheap meat, but, as a result,
it has cost the people a tax of 4d. per 1b.
niore for this meat. They said they were
going to start a State fish shop so that the
poop!e could get cheap fish, and, as a result,
fish has been dearer than ever. They have
all failed. They said they were going to intro-
duce a land settlement policy under which
theve would bhe flocks of people going on
the land and they would be able to spend
what capital they had by way of improving
it.  Yet we see that land settlement in
Queensland is less than ever before. They
said they were going to establish a grazing
policy in Queensland which would make for
the success of the small holder, instead of
w hich the conditions have been made harsher
than ever. They said they were going to
give the right to work to every individual.
What have we got to-day? Why, people have
to go round and purchase the right to work
from some union secretary before they are
allowed to make a living at all, and some-
times they cannot get into a union. Al these
policies have been failures, The whole of
the policy that they have put on the statute-
boolk hax failed. The Premicr himself recog-
nises that. ITe has pointed out that he
wanis 1o get rid of these State enterprises.
te has stated that he is not going to keep
anything going that results in a loss to the
taxpavers of the State. Before the last
election he said, ““If you want to keep

Chillagoe, vote for Mr. O’Keefe.”
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon., mem-

ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MOORE: 1 desire to move
ment.

The SPEAKER: Order!
The PreMier: I have no objection to the

hon. member being granted an extension of
time to allow him to cenclude his speech.

Mr. COITELLO (Carnarvon): I beg to
move—-
' That the hon. member for Aubigny
be allowed an extension of time in ordex
to cnable him to complete his speech.”

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the
ITouse that the hon. member for Aubigny
be allowed an extension of time to enable
him to comblete his speech?

HoNOoURABLE MEMBERS :

Mr. MOORE: I do not desire to trespass
on the time of the House. T have endea--
voured to show the position as I see it, and
beeawse 1 think the Government have failed
in the policy that they put forward, and
because 1 think it is absolutely essential that
a different policy should be instituted forth-
with under different conditions, by which
enterprises may be encouraged, by which
taxation may be reduced, and by which assist-
ance can be given to ‘industries to enable
them to expand and not allow them to be

Myr. Moore.]

an amend-

Hear, hear!
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taxed out of existence.
following amendment :—
“ After the word ° State’ at the end
of ihe motion, add the words—
‘but we desire to inform Your Excel-
lency that the Government does not
possess the confidence of this House.” 7’
OprositioN MEemBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Will you take a vote now?

I beg to move the

The PreMiER: Do you want to continue
your speech?

Mr. MOORE: I do not desire to trespass
any further on the time of the House. If I
had known that my time was so close, T
would have moved the amendment earlier.

Mr. KERR (Fuoggera): 1 desire to second
the amendment, and I intend to be quite
brief in my remarks in support of what the
Leader of the Opposition has said. Any
wise person listening to the remarks of the
hon. gentleman must come to the conclusion
that there is something radically wrong
with thoe present Administration in Queens-
lond. He has very definitely pointed out
exactly where the Government have lament-
ably failed in regard to production in this
State of ours. I am not scconding this
amendment formally, because I consider that
it is an outstanding necessity in Queensland
that a vote of no confidence in the Govern-
ment should be carried in this House.

OprosiTiox MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: I believe, irrespective of any
other factor, that a change of Government
in Quecnsland is desirable. The psycho-
logical effect alone would be an incentive
to increase business in this State and create
greater production, resulting in wages to

more people. Sufficient wealth

[5 pm.] would be producad to increase

the wages of the employecs.
There is a fundamental difference between
the policy of the Government and that of
the Opposition to-day. We believe in the
policy of inecreased production for Queens-
land, and it is only by inecreased production
that we are going to give the people of
Queensland an opportunity io work. The
Government have been satisfied to create a
basic wage by legislation, whether there is
sufficient production to pay that basic wage
or otherwise. ‘The only idea that the Govern-
ment have Is that any man who happens
to be working should receive that -wage.
They have 1o regard to the fact that before

that wage can be paid there has to be more’

production. The Leader of the Opposition
has made this the basis of his charge against
the Government. I cannot see any concrete
proposal in the Governor’s Speech to indicate
that conditions are going to be any better
than they have been during the last few
years. Kveryone recognises that something
has to be done—that new ideas have to be
put into practice. The Government have
absolutely lost their initiative. They are
sitting  behind closed doors, and showing
such a lack of activity that the affairs of
the State are stagnated.

Let me quote some statistics to prove that
Quecnsland is not progressing. It is only
fair to compare Queensland with the other
States of Australia. We are an integral
part of the Commonwealth, which is the
wealthiest country in the world. Are we
making the most of our natural resources?
It has not been possible to do so under the
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administration of this Government. I wilk
quote the position in the clearing-houses of
Australia,

Mr. HaxrLox: Give us the trade balance.

Mr. KERR : There are no figures obtain-
able with regard to Queensland to make &
comparison In that regard.

Mr. Hanton: It is pretty healthy.

Mr. KERR: Statements have been made
by hon. ‘members opposite in regard to
imports and exports of Queensland. They
know there is no record kept of a vast
quantity of imports which come into Queens-
land. With regard to the clearing-houses
of Australia, it is interesting to know that
so far as Brisbane is concerned, in comparison
with Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and
Perth, this is the only capital city in any
State where there has been a decrease in
the amount of money going through the
clearing-houses. Is this State going on as
it should? If it is not—we say 1t is not—
an alteration is desirable. The figures with
regard to the various -clearing-houses in
Australia during the last five years are as
follow : —

£
Melbourne 128,000,000
Adelaide 26,000,000
Perth 28,000,000

while in Queensland there has been a decrease
of £2,000,000 in the amount of money going
through the clearing-house.

Mpr. Bruce: There are more importations
in the other States.

Mr. KERR: It is not a question of impor-
tations only; it is a question of both exports
and imports. PBoth are coing through the
banks. I wrequire no further indication
whatsoever as to the amount of money that
is coming in and going from @Queensland
than I have given. This State yearly pro-
duces in primary products something in the
vicinity of £44,000,000 sterling. All that
money, speaking broadly, is deposited in the
associated banks. Business is only conducted
by getting advances from those banks.

Mr. Bruce: How do they get it under a
Labour Government?

Mr. KERR: They get it from the primary
producer of the State, not becausc there is &
Labour Government in power, for it was
going on for many years before they were
thought of. Let hon. members consider
where that money is going fo. It is not
going to the people of Queensland to provide
for the expansion of business, the creation
of industrics, and more employment for our
men and boys. It is surprising to note that
in Western Australia to-day over 100 per
cent. of the deposits—139 per cent., to be
exact—are being advanced in that State for
mndustry.

Mr. Bruce: What are you quoting from?

My, KERR : From figures compiled by the
Commonwealth Statistician.

Mr. Hasrox: If they can advance 138 per
cent. of their deposits they are pretty slick.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member cannob
sidetrack me in that way. The facts are that
all the deposits which have been paid into the
associated banks in Western Australia have
been advanced again in that State—to the
wheat farmers, for instance, who have free-
hold tenure—and, in addition, 39 per cent.
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of the amount of the deposits in that State—
which amount has come from other States.
Where is that 3@ per cent. coming from?
The money is coming from this State of
Queensland, and it is going into the develop-
ment of other States in Australia. If the
deposits in our associated banks in Queens-
land are being used to develop other States
in Australia, there is some reason for it, and
I strongly suspect that it is lack of confi-
dence in this Government of ours.

Mr. Haxrvon: You said that in Western
Australia they lent 139 per cent. of their
deposits.

Mr. KERR: Not only is the whole of the
deposits in Western Australia going back
into that State, but there is, in addition, a
large sum going from other States in Aus-
tralia. Hon. members must analyse these
figures.  They mean that £30,000,000 arc
being invested there by the people in the
rest of Australia. This State is losing by
that movement, Is it possible for us to
examine the position and arrive at the
reason? 1 say it is. I say that the reason
is lack of confidence. The sccurity is not
there, becausc in Queensland every invest-
ment is taxed more than it would be in the
other States. We have heard to-day that
the drought is responsible for the falling off
in the prosperity of the State: but therc
has been a very great falling off in activity
on the part of investing people. If the State
is suffering. the people will sooner or later
recognise the effects and the Government
will have to get out; and I believe that
the Government know now that there is a
feeling throughout the community that such
a happening would be the very best thing
for this State. I believe that the result
would be to increase business activity in this
country.

The Government have unblushingly claimed
that progress has been made in our primary
industries, which. of course, is quite wide
of the truth. If we are returned to power,
a most drastic change for the betterment of
primary production will be established in
this State. The pernicious legislation of
_the present Government will be seriously
amended, and in its place will be substituted
encouraging legislation providing for free-
hold tenure, improved advances by the Agri-
cultural Bank, and for a decrease in land
rentals. In every conceivable way efforts will
be made by organisation and by other means
to create a strong incentive to people to
remain on the land, and in this way arrest
the drift to the cities. I recognise that in
the present age of elaborate machinery it
possibly means that where one man is
employed in the country ten are employed
in the city, as against probably one in the
country and two in the cities before the
machinery age; but co-operation between
primary production and our secondary indus-
teies has not received the serious thought that
such an important subject merits. When
we realise that the basis must be one
employes in the eountry and ten employees
in the city. it is impervative that a greater
fillip shieuld be given to our secondary indus-
tries.

The vote of censure is being moved because
the CGovernment have failed in connection
with the four basic means of production—
ir the ficld, in the forest, in the worlkshop,
and in the mining fields. By the forest 1
mean our timber resources, and by the work-
shop I mean our sccondary industries. In all
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these spheres of activity the Government have
failed dismally. There has been serious
depression, a decrease in production, and
a consequential increase in unemployment.
It is our intention, when returned to power,
to place before the people of this State our
programme of progress, when a new era of
progress will be ushered in to the general
approval of all. The quicker we are given
that opportunity the better it will be for
this State.

Recently a controversy has taken place in
the press with reference to the question of
migration, and the inference always to be
gained from hon. members opposite is that
they are mnot responsible for any of the

immigrants who are induced to come to
Queensland,
The hon. member for Gregory recently

asserted that a statement I had made was
incorrect, but actually he proved that my
statement was correct. The statement has
always been made by the Labour Govern-
ment that they are not responsible for
Immigrants coming to this State. I have
my own opinion about that, and we have
our own policy in regard to it. The state-
ment has been made on the other side that
the effect of immigrants coming in here is
to take work from our own people already
here. If that is so, any hon. member on
the Government side could go further and
insist that no nominated immigrant—and
over 2,000 came in last year—should come
inte this State unless the permission carried
the signature of the Premier or his officials.

The PremMIER: The greater proportion of
that number was Italians.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows
that all immigrants other than those who
are nominated come here at their own
expense. Ias he done anything to stop
that flow? The Commonwealth Government
did something-to stop it. They entered into
an agreement—and a very fine one, too—
to iimit the immigrants coming into
Australia. .

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Do you not admit now that the control of
immigration is a matter coming within the
control of the Federal Government?

Mr. KERR: No. The hon. gentleman
knows that, if any immigrant arrives in
Quecnsland, a list of those so nominated is
supplied by the State Government to the
Federal Government, who take charge of it.

Mr, Bruce: That is untrue.

Mr. KERR: Over 700 nominated immi-
grants entered Queensland last year. My
position in this matter is clear. If moncy

15 available—and cheap money at that—to
enable us to absorb immigrants and Aus-
tralians as well, then we have & right to
bring immigrants into Australia. This
country has to progress. It is strange that
history proves that the more immigrants who
come to Australia the less the unemployment.
Statistics will show conclusively that the
vear when immigration was greatest the
amount of unemployment dwindled.

The vote of censure which has been moved
should receive the keen considerstion of
every hon. member. Hvery hon. member
knows that the conditions in this State are
not what they should be, and that produc-
tion in comparison with other States is not
satisfactory. We are all acquainted with
the reasons. The Leader of the Opposition

Mr, Kerr.)
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has pointed them out. I have pointed them
out. Some are to be found in the restrictions
contained in the varicus awards. Men on
the basic wage are dissatisfied with the
insecurity of “their employment, and are
desirous of a change of Government. The
instability of their jobs forces them to press
for that change of Government in order that
confidence may be restored. If the amend-
ment were carried, I believe that confidence

would be restored, and that the tide of
stagnation which has now sct in would be
turned.

In conclubxon let me say that is the basis
of our policy. Many side issues have been
brought in, but the principal factors are
that, if production is to increase, conditions
will have to be stabilised.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cuirng): 1t was not my intention to speak
if an amendment had not been moved, and
the Leader of the Opposition did not show
his usual courtesy and let me know that he
intended moving an amendment.

First of all, I desire to congratulate the

mover and the seconder of the Address in
Reply. I offer to the hon. member for
Mitchell my congratulations on his  first

speech in this House. 1 was rather surprised
that the Leader of the Opposition should
spend a quarter of an hour in chastising the
newest member of the House and another
hon, member who has been here for a com-
paratively short period. Without casting any
reflection on these two members, I do not
know whether the T.eader of the ODDOSIthD
felt capable of dealing only with those two
young members.

Mr. Tavi.or: They asked for it.

The PREMIER: Surely the common
courtesies of life are not to be forgotten even
in Parliament! It is so easy to criticise
a new member. I well recollect listening
to the maiden speeches of members of this
House who made reputations later, although
their initial efforts were poor. I have
always a certain amount of sympathy
for the member who comes in here, amidst
sirange surroundings and in a nervous state;
and I know full well his disabilities. I know
that the hon. member for Mitchell has a
thorough knowledge of the needs of his dis-
trict, and that he is particularly well versed
in the requirements of the pastoral industry.
1 hope that valuable advice in dealing with
important matters affecting the industry may
be given to me by the hon, member.

During the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition I could not help being struck
with the shallowness with which his investi-
gations have been conducted, the carelessness
with which he has approached some of the
big economic questions he made reference
to. It reminded me of the hon. gentleman’s
attitude on previous occasions; it is his usual
practice. He went to North Queensland
recently and made a charge against the
Government—I mention this in passing—
that they -were using imported timber to
build the railway woxkshopq in Cairns.

Mr. MooRre: So you did.
The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman

relied for his 1nf01m'1t10n on the tittle-tattle
he had heard in the train:

Mr. PErasE:
leg. 3

The PREMIER : Yes.
1Mr. Kerr.

Somebody was ‘“‘pulling his
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Mr. Moore: What about the station at
Mareeba; what did the Government do
there?

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman is
too prone to believe any story that is told
him. The unfortunate part, however, is that
he makes a statement in a public place
accusing the Government of an action which
1s 50 easy to disprove. As a matter of fact,
the following day the Railway Department
showed that the hon. gentleman was wrong.
I will leave the details of that matter to

the hon. member for Facham; I merely use
it as an 1llu€t1 ation of the way in which
the Leader of the Opposition proceeds in his
investigation, and to show how shallow his
inquiries are in those questions which are of
vital importance to the State.

Mr. Sizer: Do you say the Government
are not using imported timber?

The PREMIEDR : The hon, member should
keep out of the argument. I am not blam-
ing the Leader of the Opposition except
for listening to the tittle-tattic of somebody,
and using it to base a charge against the
Govermmcnt. It must be that he thinks
cverybody is dboveboald Well, they are
not.  Many people are quite willing to mis-
represent members on either side; and for
a member to hase a criticism on such mis-
representation is bad for everybody, because
the story gets abroad, and the fact that it
is nct true doecs not matter. It is very
difficult to chase it. The hon. gentleman
Limself, T feel sure, would be the last to
make an assertion if he did not believe it
to be true. That is my experience of him,
so T wonld suggest that in these matters he
should be a little more careful. If I listened
to every story that I heard about the hon.
genileman and his colleagues and used them,
probably I would be in the same foolish
position that he finds himself in to-day.

I want to deal now with the charge that
we are ruining this State. Let us first
examine the financial position of Queensland.
I do not want to say anything against my
predecessors, but I took charge of this Go-
verninent after two very important financial
obligations had been placed on the State
without any provision being made to meet
them. One was the 44-hour week; the other
was the increase in the basic wage. That
was known to everyone, and it was a most
difficult problem for me, because I believe
that Governments should balance their
budgets. After a difficult task, extending
over two vears, I have succeeded in getting
Queensland to live within her means.

Mr. Krrpso: You don’t mean that?

The PREMIRER: I do mean it, Without
any extra taxation except increased stamp
dutics, with no increase in regard to income
tax, we have been able to meet our obliga-
tiors and to finish the year with a surplus.

Mr. Kezr: A number of people paid
income tax who never previously paid.

The PREMIER: In addition to that, I am
the only 'Treasurer in the Commonwealth
who has definitely and decidedly reduced loan
expenditure. The only one, and I am rather
proud of having done that. Hverybody
knows the effect on revenue that a large
expenditure of loan money has.  If you spend
lean money as it is being spent in some of
the other States, the revenue returns imme-
diately show buo-yancy. In Queensland, with
a reduced loan cxpenditure, we have been
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able to balance our budget,
Government deserve to be
upon having done so.

Let us investigate what has happened in
other Statcs during the same hard times.
The Commonwealth Government
friends opposite try to impress upon us are
gomuseR finished with a deficit of £2,642.00.
What is the recason?

Mr. Kerr: You know the rcason.
the previous two vears.

The PRIMMIER :

Mr. Stzer: A falling Customs revenue.

The PREMIER:
Customs revenue ?

and I say the
congratulated

Take

What is the reason?

What causes a falling
Mr. PETERSON:
in Queensland.

The PREMIER : That is not right. You
cannot develop that argument, because
Queensland is in the best position of all the
States in 1cga1d to exports and imports.
We arc ore of the States that keep the
Commonwealth solvent. (Opposition dissent
and laughter.)

[5.30 p.m.]

An OprroSITION MEMBER : Rubbish !

The PREMIER: Surely you do not deny
that, and deery your own State, when it is
an actual fact!

Mr. Sizer: There is a great quantity of
imports from the other States.

The PREMIER: The balance of trade is
millions of pounds in favour of Queens-
land. It is a thing we all ought to be proud
of; and the difference goes to make up the
great adverse balance that is created in

A lesser spending power

other States, which are not governed by
Labour,
Mr. Kruso: What does our cwn Govern-

ment stafistician say?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
determined to prove that this State is not
exporting more than it imports—I will leave
it to him. Neither the (Commonwealth
Government nor any other State Government
in the Commonwealth will say that Queens-
fand does not help them in regard to the
balance of exports and imports. All of
them say we are helping them in 1efrard
to this trade halance.

Hon. J. G. AprpeL: What we want you to
do is to carry out what you say on the floor
of this House.

The PREMIER: If the hou. member will
allow me to develop my argument, I shall
have something interesting to say.

Hon. J. G. ApPPEL: Say the right thing.

The PREMIER: Yes, and I do it. The
hon. member doss not do anything.

Hon, J. G. Apper: I did it; my record is
there.

The PREMIER: We will erect a monu-
ment to the hon, member. (Laughter.)
New South Wales, where a Nationalist

Government has now been almost twelve
months in power, had a deficit of £1,094.000.

Mr. KELso: The aftermath of the Lang
Government.

The PREMIER: I was in New South
Wales on my way back from England during
the election campaign, and I hecard Mr,
Bavin say that they must reduce loan expen-
diture; that they could not go on spending

[26 JvLry.]
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money as it was being spent; yvet he has
spent more money than Mr. Lang spent.

His programme for the future is greater than
cver Mr. Lang’s was.
Hon. J. G. AppeL:

business lines.

The PREMIER : He was deﬁnitel_v elected
to spend less loan moner. e finds now—
and I am not blaming him personally—that
he can only retain power by going in for
more loan cxpenditure, with the Country
Party wanting railways in every direction,
with the eity group wanting the harbour
bridge and the continuation of the under-
ground railway-—necither of which the Labour
Party instituted or are responsible for,

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Be fair!
(Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Sir George Fuller was
responsible for the building of the Sydney
bridge and the underground railway. Both
those works are Nationalist commitments,
and not Labour commitments. I want to
point out how easy it is for anyone iIn

Because he is going on

They did.

opposition to ecriticise the Government in
power,
Hon. J. G. AppeL: You used to do that.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I hope the hon. member

will give me a chance—his voice is much
bigger than mine. It is very easy to_criti-
cise a Government, but much more difficult
to Lauy on the task of government. New
South Wales has finished the year with a
big deficit, for which I am sorry, as it affects
all of us; but the point is that a Nationalist
Government, in the biggest and most wealthy
State of the Commonwealth, without any
reduction of taxation and with a bigger loan
expenditure. has had a large deficit. We
must pay attention to that. Victoria also is

suffering. It also has had a deficit.
Hon. J. G. ArpeL: Under a Labour
Government !

The SPEAKER : Order!

The PREMIER : I ask for your protection,
Mr. Speaker, from the hon. member for
Albert. I do not mind interjections, but I
do mind ccentinual interruption.

The SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
are entitled to be heard without interrup-
tion, and I do not want to have to call the
hon. member for Albert to order again.

The PREMIKER : I do not mind interject-
tions. but the hon. gentleman is not interject-
ing—he is interrupting. Mr. Hogan, the
Labour Premier of Victoria, is in office, not
in power. He has passed no Iegislation that
affects the financial position of Viectoria, yet
everyone who knows anything about it—even
Nationalists in Victoria—admits that he has
cdone excellently since he has becn in office,
and his Administration has been a splendid
change from the extraordinary chaos which
existed under the mmiou: Government,

Hon. J. G. ArpeL again iInterjected.

The SPEAKER : Order!

The PREMIER: T kope the hon. gentle-
man will go back to the bar. 1 say that

Victoria has had a big deficit. and Victoria
i a much more casily-governed State than
Queensland It has a big population, a small
area, and most of its railway construction
was complcted in days when lcan money
could bLe secured at 35 per cent.  South

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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Australia, on the other hand, is in a some-
what similar position to Queensland, and
finds itself with a deficit of £277,000. And
even Western Australia, with all its pros-
perity and its tremendous wheat crop, was
unable to finish the year with a surplus.

Hon. J. G. AppeL again interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER : I shall refuse to proceed
until the hon. gentleman behaves himself.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hon. member to obey my call to order.

The PREMIER: All the States except
Queensland have found themselves unable
to pay their way. Let us for a moment
examine the reason for this—because I am
not blaming any particular Government for
being lax. I am not like the Leader of the
Opposition. I am not going to say that it is
because a Nationalist Government is in power
in a certain State, because that would be an
insult to the intelligence of the people
outside.

Mr. Moonre: I did not say it was because
a Labour Government was in power.

The PREMIER : Of course the hon. mem-
ber did. His whole argument was that the
Labour Government was responsible. I want
to tell the House the causes of this difficulty
which is facing Australia, so far as I can
find out with the intelligence I have. I
realisc that the importation of goods has
been stopped, not because we have got any
better in regard to buying our own goods,
but for some other reason which is solely
economic in its operation, and it is this
reason that (lovernments must seek if they
want to solve the problem which faces them.

Mr. Krrso: Increased protection.

The PREMIER : No. If the hon. member
only knew how big firms rushed millions of
pounds worth of goods into Australia last
year, thinking there was going to be an
alteration in the tariff this year, he would
realise the situation.

Over and above that, there are definite
cconomic reasons for the difficulties through-
out Australia. It is most difficult to put
your finger on the spot and remedy the evil.
One of the reasons is that we have been
spending too much loan money, (Hear, hear!)
1t is obvious to any thinking man that any
country which overborrows, which has an
adverse trade balance, and makes up that
adverse trade balance by the importation of
money in the form of goods, is bound to land
itself in difficulties sooner or later.

That the Labour Party are responsible for
that is the gravamen of the charge made
by the Leader of the Opposition, and upon
that hinges the question of unemployment
and everything that it aifects. The question
of unemployment has been investigated in
almost every country in the world—not in
the manner in which the Leader of the
Opposition has investigated it,’ by making
a political speech and attempting to score
off the Governinent, which is all right in
its way—but it has been Investigated by the
highest trained minds in the community—

by men who have made a life study
ot cconomics—-and few of them mention
taxation as the cause jof unemployment,

exsopt as a negligible factor. It is a factor,
but to say that berause this Government
has obtained £3,000,000 from the public in
the form of taxation, and to say that, if we

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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were to return £500,000 to industry in
Queensland by way of reduced taxation that
would solve the problem would be to make
a most foolish ‘assertion. It has little
to do with the real problem, and I
believe the Leader of the Opposition knows
that. It reminds me of the ‘‘ Telegraph,”
which, in a leading article the other day,
said that Mr. Jolly had solved the unem-
ployment problem because he had borrowed
more money so as to obviate discharging
more men. Did you ever hear anything so
foolish? He is going to borrow money—
not to employ some of the unemployed, but
to avoid dismissing more men. 1 am using
that only by way of illustration, and do not
wish to criticise Mr., Jolly at all—that is not
my business—but it shows the loose way in
which newspapers ms well as ipoliticians
approach this difficult question, merely to
make political capital. The article pro-
ceeded to show that Mr. Jolly’s action was
going to solve the unemployment question.
I am pleased that he is able to go on with
work., If it is needed, then it is a good
thing to keep the men employed. I con-
sider he has dismissed enough men already—
he may have dismissed too many. I sym-
pathise with anyone in authority who has to
carry on in these difficult times, and I am
not going out of my way to criticise him.

The Migraticn Commission investigated
this question of unemployment, and dealt
with the question of taxation. It simply
said that it is a factor, nothing more and
nothing less. The report states—

“ While the incidence of taxation is
not the major cause of unemployment in
Australia, the Commission desires to
draw attention to the necessity for a
study of the taxation laws with a view to
determining what effect taxation has
upon unemployment.”

Here we have a group of men—whatever
their political opinions may be—who have
investigated this question, and they refer
to taxation in a casual way like that,
whereas the Leader of the Opposition says
that taxation is the cause of unemployment.

Mr. MoorE: Oh, no; I did not.

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman did
not say anything.

Professor Copland, a very eminent econo-
mist, made an investigation into the question
of unemployment in Australia. The causes
he attributes for unemployment are—

“ Deflation in England and America,
and the heavy fall in domestic prices.

“ The over-issue of credit beyond the
limits allowed by reserves,

“The stringency of the money market
and the action of the banks in respect of
credits.

“The drop in the prices of metals,
causing great difficulties to mining
companies.

“The heavy fall in the prices of agri-
cultural products and mecat, and later on
of dairy products.

“The bad harvests.

“Heavy importations, due largely to
the supply of crders long overdue.

“ Difficulties in regard to regulating
industrial costs to the changing price
level.

“The psychological rcaction from a
beom period.”
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He gives those nine reasons as the causes of
unemplovment and not one mention is made
of taxation as the cause of unemployment.

Mr. Gepp, in the report of the Migration
{Commission, has made quotations  from
world-wide reports. That gives me the

opportunity to use these quotations from one
single report. One of the outstanding
factors to which the Commission attributes
unemployment in Australia is the adverse
trade balance and balance of payments.
Imports exceeded exports to the extent of
nearly £13,000,000, and the deficiency in the
balance of international payments to holders
is about 4£87,000,000. The effect of such a
position in regard to credit conditions has
already been referred to, and is fully
reported on by Professor Copland.

Here are some of the causes of our diffi-
culties. Mr. Gepp goes on to point out that
a direction in which trouble is being caused
is the fact that in 192223 Australia bought
motor vehicles to the value of £12,500,000,
_while in 1926-27 that figure had increased to
£24,000,000. The value of oil products and
fuel to drive those motor vehicles in 1922-23
was £3,500,000, while in 1926-27 it was
£7,750,000.

Mr. Tayror: Sixty per cent. of the cost of .

4 motor car is absorbed
labour in Australia,

The PREMIER: Provided the bodies and
accessories are made in Australia.

Mr. TavLowr: They are made in Australia.
The PREMIER: They are not all made

in material and

in  Australia, Hundreds of bodies are
imported. That is a fact well known to
hon. members. The point I want to

make is that we sent out of Australia last
year in this way £24000,0:C to the United
States, while America only purchased pro-
ducts to the value of £10,000,000 from us.
This is a much more important factcr than
taxation. Surely everyone recogniscs that!

can give hon. members half a dozen
economic factors that have more effect on
anemplovment than the whole case put for-
ward by the Leader of the Opposition. In
the particular industry that I have men-
tioned not only do we send good Australian
money out of this country to the extent of
£30,000,000—that sum, if used in industries
here, would solve all our problems—but the
article we 1mp01t prevents the employment
of labour in Australia. Those imported
motor vehicles compete with the transport
article that was previously constructed here.
‘That is to say, the locomotive, the railway
truck, and the railway carriage. 1 do not
wish to stop the use of motor cars; I merely
mention these facts. What I am seeking
are the causes of unemployment.

Mr. TavLor: You are on the wrong track.

[26 Juiry,]
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our locomotives is produced by our own
people in this State, whereas an imported
product, produced overseas, is used to pro-
vide the power for the motor cars and motor
trucks in evidence everywhere. No wonder
we are affected, as we undoubtedly are, in
two directions—in the money that goes out
of the couniry for the benefit of the workers
in other countries, and the fact that men
who otherwise would be engaged in industry
are thrown out of work.

Mr. Epwarps: How much encouragement
do you give the secondary industries by your
taxation policy?

The PREMIER: It is no use the hon.
gentleman telling me that taxation is causing
this difficulty. I appeal to hon. members
to consider whether taxation is the main
factor, or whether the position is not due to
the factors which I have mentioned. Had
the Leader of the Opposition used taxation
as a factor I should have agreed with him;
but the hon. gentleman uses it as his whole
argument. If the hon. gentleman’s amend-
ment were left for decision by an oustide
body, even wholly opposed to Labour, the
(Jmemrnem would win on the hon. gentle-
mar’s argument, because no other intelligent
course would be open.

Mr. EpwarDs: You are side-stepping the
whole question.
The PREMIER: The hon. gentieman

evidently does not understand these things.
Mr. EpwarDps: It is you who do not know.

The PREMIER: My political opponents
think I know a little about these matters,
but I do not think any of the hon. gentle-
man’s political opponents give him that much
credit. On the question of unemployment I
do believe that there arc factors over which
we have control, and those are the ‘things
to which we should attend. I am not one
of those people who think that, if a reduc-
tion of taxes were made to-morrow—and I
wish I could make such reduction—the
problem of unemployment would be solved,
and that eoverybody would find work
immediately. The Leader of the Opposition
will find, as Mr. Bavin has found in New
South Wales, where he is actually carrying
on the State enterprises, that it is easy
enough to use one argument on the political
hustings but much more difficult to carry it
into effect.

The hon. gentleman tried to prove in
regard to unemployment that the Queensland
T.abour Government had created a worse
state of affairs than any Nationalist Govern-
ment in any other State of the Common-
wealth, His statements, however, were not
supported by figures, and to show that the
hon. gentleman is quite mistaken in his con-
tentions, let me quote the following figures
=how1nv the unemployed registered by the

The PREMIER: Not at all Take. for trades unions in various parts of the
example, this position: The fuel used by Commonwealth:—
1927, 1928,
it | end _— ‘: 4th 1st
Quarter. ‘ Quarter. Quarter. | Quarter. Quarter.
\

New South Wales . . . 13,340 ! 13,171 ] 10,379 16,533 19,807
Victoria .. or - e . ,539 ‘ 8,963 | 10,001 12,044 13,261
Queensland .. . . . 3,052 2,676 2,619 3,162 4,138
South Australia .. .. .. 1,633 2,700 4,151 4,797 5,683
‘Western Australia .. .. e 1,441 | 1,265 | 1 930 1,340 1,490
Tasmania .. .. .. . l 275 } 52 | o | 965 | 1,254,

Hon, W. Mc(]ormack}
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Those are the numbers of unemployed that
are registered by the trades unions, and Mr.
Gepp, who has made an investigation, says
that these figures, although they are not the
total number of uneniployed—and I am not
asserting that they are—are in direct ratio
to the unemployed that exists, and they show
that in Queensland there is actually a lesser
percentage of unemployed than there is in
any other State of the Commonwealth. Mr.
Wickens, the Commonwealth Statistician, has
given the percentage figures for the various
States of Australia as late as July this year.
They are—

Per cent.

New South Wales 10.9
Victoria 12.2
Queensland . 7.1
South Australia 16.1
Western Australia 9.5
Tasmania . .o 107

Average for Australia ... 11.2

The charge that Queensland is in such a
horrible position is not sustained. 1 repeat
again that I do not blame any Government
in connection with unemployment. I never
did. I know that the ecconomic factors
sperating are ali-powerful, and as a whole
are beyond Governments; but I say that
these figures show the failure of the Opposi-
tion’s case—that we are the worst-governed
State in  Australia. When we have less
unemployment, how can that be true? It
cannot stand investigation,

Mr. Moore: We have the biggest natural
resources. (Government laughter.)

The Secrerary ¥or PusLic Worxs: You
arc changing your ground again.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman’s
case 1s that we are the cause of unemploy-
ment—that we have ruined this State. If
that is true, how much more have Mr. Bavin,
Mr. Butler, and other Nationalist Premiers
ruined the other States?

Mr. Kerso: They have only been in power
a few months.

The PREMIER: It is all very well to
evade the question in that way. What I
am saying is that the Opposition, instead of
tryving to make political capital out of
unemployment, should try to help us, beczuse
I do not think there is any political capital
to be made out of it, Unemployment is a
difficult problem to solve, and the appeal to
prejudice by politicians makes it still more
difficult. The running of bogus uremploy-
ment demonstrations on the eve of elections—
and the Opposition Party are guilty of that—

Mr. Krrso: That is not true.

The PREMIFR: I do not say that the
leaders are guilty. I do not think they are.
But the Opposition, as a party, are guilty
of running unemployment campaigns during
the elections.

OPPOSITION MEMEERS :

The PREMIER: In doing that thev are
building un trouble for themseives in the
future, They might make a small amount
of political capital for the time being; but
no man who considers this country and its
interests should be a party to the running of
bogus unemployment demonstrations. I s2y
with a good deal of knowledge that the
leaders of the organised unemplozed are
shrewd Communists, who are using some of
these people who are out of work to create

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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a feeling of prejudice against our present
social system.

I am giving a good deal of attention to
the question of uncmployment, because the
Leader of the Oppositton made it the main
and distinctive factor in his attack upon the

Government and the Labour

[7 p.m.] Party. I think I can conclusively
prove that the charge that the

Tabour Government of Queensland are
responsible for unemployment, which is a
wrong charge to make, cannot be sustained.
I am sorry I came away without my glasses
this afternoon, and have some difficulty in
quoting some of the authorities on unem-
plovyment. My main contention is that unem-
ployment is due to economic factors over
which Governments have only partial con-
trol. Unemployment throughout the world
is duc to factors over which Governments
in various countries have ohly partial con-
trol, and it cannot be entirely laid at the
door of anv Government except a Govern-
ment which is Bolshevik and is ruining indus-
try altogether. Industrial disputes were
mentioned as another factor by the Leader
of the Opposition—recurrent  industrial
trouble—and that affects everybody. The
taxpayer who makes £20,000 in an industry
500 men, and who pays
£3,000 in the form of taxation, still has
£17.000 to expand his industry; and to say
that to give him back £500 of the £3,000
which we take from him is going to solve
the unemployment problem is to assert some-
thing that is not true. If you dislocate his
industry by industrial disturbance, instead
of showing a profit of £20,000, you can make
that business a losing one in that year. Omn
those lines Australia will have to do every-
thing to encourage thosc who are aiming ab
peace in industry.

Mr. EDWARDS:
away.

The PREMIER : I am not attempting to
brush it away. I have realised my responsi-
bility as Leader of the Labour Party for
a number of years of dealing with this
question. While I am here I intend to do
as much as possible in order to =alleviate
the unfortunate position which obtains; but
I realise that parliaments and Governinents
are creatures of circumstance, and whatever
party Is in power is affected by the economic
changes which are taking place in the world.
When I was in New York I went into a
bottle factory in which they had imtroduced
one of the most ingenious machines for
automatic bottle-making. Two men weore
working a machine which threw out a stream
of bottles. T'wo machines threw out of work
1.000 men. In the long run that benefits
society in the form of cheaper production in
industries. I realise that these modern inven-

You cannot brush that

tions, although they cause unemployment
causa 1t only temporarily, but the ulti-
wate result is for the betterment of man-
kind; but during those periods of change
there 1s great suffering in the industrial
world. I give that illustration only to show

that the Opposition’s contention that the
Government are responsible for unemploy-
ment 15 wrong.

I want to refer again to the report of
Professor Copland, quoted by Mr. Gepp, on
this point. He went very seriously into the
question, and said—

“ Briefly, it may be stated that busi-
ness conditions pass through well-defined
phases in the cycle of activity. At the
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present moment Australia is passing
through a period of depression which
was preceded by active business con-
ditions over the whole of 1926 and the
early part of 1927. It will, of course,
be followed eventually by a period of
activity, developing into active condi-
tions. We cannot say how long each of
these phases predominates, nor is there
any definite length to be ascribed to the
cycle as a whole. Four phases of the
cycle may be distingnished—(i.) Steady
recovery and Thealthy business; (ii.)
great prosperity, sometimes leadmg_to
a boom; (ili.) the process of deflation
and liquidation; and (iv.) a period of
stagnation. Briefly, these four points
may be defined as those of recovery,
prosperity, recession, and depression. On
some occasions there are great contrasts
between conditions that obtain during
these phases of the cycle.”

How differently he deals with it from the
Leader of the Opposition! IHe is an expert,
tackling the question without any thought of
attacking the Labour Party, the Nationalist
Party, or the Country Party. He distinctly
outlines in simple werds what each one of
us probably knows, but which we have never
put into that form—that these reactions are
as inevitable as night follows day, and the
task facing Governments is to attempt so far
as possible to guide the reactions so that no
great boom or depression will occur. He
gives as the reasons for unemployment—

“1. Weather conditions;

“ 2. Price movements;

3. Imports;

“ 4, Exports;

‘5. Credit conditions;

“ 6. Exchange movements

balance of payments.”

He never mentions taxation. I think I can
let it go at that, and assert with a gcod
deal of truth that the case of the Opposition
in regard to taxation is completely exploded.

GOovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Mz, EpwarDS: You flatter yourself.
The PREMIER: Well, I leave it to you.

_ Mr. Morean: The taxpayers will not view
it in that way.

The PREMIER : It is for the hon. member
to combat my argument.

There are other things which the Leader
of the Opposition touched upon. I never
have any objection to criticism. Constructive
criticism in this House would help me and
the Government, and not hinder us at all.
A good Opposition, basing its arguments on
sound economic grounds, is helpful—I admit
that readily—but many members of the
Opposition are carried away by a desire to

and the

score  politically—to  benefit  themselves
politically.

An OrpeosiTion MeuBER: You are yourself.

The PREMIER: I try to be good to
myself politically.  Such hon. members do
no good to themselves, but rather do injury.
During the Mitchell by-election I read some
wonderful speeches by members of the
Opposition.

Mr. KErr: You made some, too.

The PREMIER: I made some very good
speeches there. Hon. members opposite may
complain when I use a little imagery; but

1928—p
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it is a very fine thing to illustrate a point,
and everyone of my temperainent can and
does use it. I mention this to show how
difficult things are in politics to-day. Every-
one realises that the Government were doing
a good thing, a necessary thing, and a wise
thing in excluding from land ballots men
without capital. The Government themselves
knew that they were going to offend many
of their own supporters, but there is not one
hon. member in this House who would say
that it is not a proper system to provide
that men who take up large areas of land
must have capital or financial backing, and
that the land shall be brought into produec-
tion.

Mr. Momreax: It is all right in modera-
tion, but vou went to extremes.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Toowong aud the hon. member for Nundah
—both experts on the land question—
(laughter)—visited Longreach, and there the
hen. member for Toowong held himself out
as an expert on the carrying capacity and
living arcas of land.

Mr. MaxwrrL: That is not true.

The PREMIER: He was told that the
biggest holding in his electorate was the
Toowong Cemetery, and that no doubt his
kuowledge of carrying capacity was based on
his knowledge of that particular holding.
(Laughter.)

Myr. Maxwsrns: That is not true.

The PREMIER: I am not going to say
that the knowledge of some other members
of the Opposition on these questions is limited
in the same way as that of the hon. member
for Toowong, because some of them do know
something of the land question. The hon.
members for Toowong and Nundah made a
special appeal to the prejudices of the people
who usually support Labour, urging them
not to vote for a Government that excluded
them from the land ballots.

Mr. Kriso: I did not mention the land
question. (Laughter.) .
Mr., MaxwrrL: Neither did I. (Loud
laughter.)

The PREMIER: I make reference to

the matter only in passing. The hon. mem-
bers are touchy about this particular ques-
tion. The hon. member for Toowong takes
exception by way of interjection to my
statement that he was told that onc holding
in his electorate had the greatest carrying
capacity of any in the State. (Laughter.)

Mr. Maxwrrn: I did not say that. You
said that yourself. :

The PREMIER: Whoever said it spoke
the truth, because the hon. gentieman does
not know anything about the carrying
capacity of Western Queensland, and it is
trne that the Toowong Cemetery is the
largest holding in his electorate.

Mr. MaxwerL : Don’t be silly.
Mr. XErr: You are not serious.

The PREMIER: No, I am not serious.
I always take the opportunity to ridicule
ignorance. It is a fine thing to do—not to
argue against it, but to ridicule it, and show
it up 1n its proper light. It is a very
effective form of argument to ridicule
ignorance. There was a piece of legislation
passed by this Government without any
thought of political gain, because the

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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pastoralists, as a rule, do not vote for this

party.
Mr. Sizer: They do now.

The PREMIER: That legislation was
passed wholly in the interests of Queensland,
and not merely in the interests of the
vastoralists. It was held up to political
preJudlce by my friends on the opposite
side merely to gzain a few votes. Would
the Leader of ihe Opposition alter that
law if he were in power? 1 am sure he
would not; and I am sure he would say now
that he would not.

Mr. MORGAN:
that law. He would not exclude good Aus-
tralians for the benefit of foreigners, which
you did.

The PREMIER : We did not exclude any
good Australians, and the hon. gentleman
krows that my statement is true,

Mr. Morean: I will prove it when I speak.

The PREMIER : You won’t prove it.

Mr. EpwarDps: That is true, and you
know it is true.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The PREMIER: It would be no gain to
this Government to do it. Hon. members
opposite boomed the Land Settlement Advi-
sory Board up by saying that everything it
did and said was right, and, when we dis-
agreed with some of The recommendations of
the board, they said we ought to be trounced.

Mr. MorGaN: You went to extremes.

The PREMIER: We altered the recom-
mendations of the Land Settlement Advisory
Board in the direction of making them more
liberal. We won a by-election on the legis-
lation we introduced in a year when 80 per
cant. of the electors interested were absent
from the electorate. Anyone who has visited
Longreach or any other town in the Mitchell
electorate knows to what a terrible plight
the drought has rveduced the district. In
places whero usually ten, twelve, or sixteen
men were working one only is now engaged.
Yet the Opposltlol’l go round and tell the
people what a great victorr ther had because
of the Jr‘duced majority the Government
received in that electorate.

Mr. TavLor: It was a big surprise to you,
at all events.

The PREMIER: All I have to say is that
I do the job I am paid for. A member of
my party and onec of the electorates usually
represented by a member of the Government
party were involved in an election. Where
was my place in that fight as Leader of the
Government?

GOVERNMENT ‘MEMBERS : Hear,
The PREMIER: Where was the Leader

of the Opposition? Echo answers. ¢ Where?”
(Opposition interjections.)

Mr. XKerso: You went back to the
electorate twice. You had the  wind up.”

hear !

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. KrrR: There would have been a
different tale to tell if he had gone up.

The PREMIER: Then hon. members

opposite do not want to win seats?

Mr. Kgrr: That is not true.

The PREMIER: The hon. member said
that there would have been a different tale

[Hon, W. McCormack.
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if the Leader of the Opposition had gone
there. Then I am perfectly right in saying
that they do not want to win seats, and it
is well that the country should know it.

Mr. CorsEr: Did you go to the Stanley
electorate ?

The PREMIER; No;
it.

Mr. MoOORE:
electorate ?

The PREMIER: I was away in HEngland
at the time. (Opposition laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The PREMIER,: One of the complaints
in regard to the Balonne by-election was
that the whole Government were out there.
Mr. Speaker, there can be no complaints
against the leader of a political pa,lty who
takes politics seriously, and who, when his
party 1s engaged in a fight, is thore putting
the case for the Government on behalf of
the Government candidate.

we did not contest

Did you go to the Balonne

Mr. Kerr: We don’t complain about you
going out there.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition asks what we are doing in regard to
unemplorment. He never offercd one sug-
gestion as a solution of the problem cxcept
to reduce taxation.

Mr. KrLso: Did you offer any?
The PREMIER: We are doing it.
Mr. KrLso: What are vou doing?

The PREMIER: I want to outline a few
things we are going to do.

MMr. Moore: I suggest you should do what
you advocated at the Townsville Labour
Convention.

The PREMIER : The attack made on the
Government by the Leader of the Opposition:
consisted mainly of statements we had made.
Why not give us something original? I
hold that the Government have done much
in industries in electorates represented by
hon. members opposite. My colleague, the
Secretary for Agriculture, spends the whole
of his time and a very active life in working
on problems that can bring no political gains
to this partv at all. None at all!  Surely
that work is recognised! We have done
something in Queensland to help the man
on the land to organise.

My, MoreaN: You drove him off it
The PREMIER: We hold none of the

seats in  electorates whe e that work is
carried on.
Mr. EpwarDs: You tz‘ied to make political _

gain, but it fell through.

The PREMIER: It is no use trying to
change the political opinions of a community
who return a member like the hon. member
for ’\Ianango (Opposition  dissent.) We
know and recognise that the whole com-
munity is interested in getting these people
olgmn el and giving them a better oppor-
tunity of marketing and handling their pro-
duce than they po%ossed in the paﬁt, and to
remove them from the influcnce and control

of the middlemen who, under previous
Governments exploited them. Is not that
constructive wotrk in the right dne(’tlon

and that, too, without any hope of political
gain? We have done excesllent work.

Mr. Kerr: Have you removed one middle~
man ?
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The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman has
developed into a middleman, I suppose. We
are all more or less middlemen.

Mr. Kzrr: The middlemen are increasing
every day under your jurisdiction.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
we have removed them, but I do know that
the co-operative organisations which wo have
established have caused these middlemen a
tremendous amount of worry.

Mr. Kerr: You call on them every day
for help under your pooling scheme.

The PREMIER: It is surely a com-
mentary upon the members of the farming
community if they are still compelled to go
to the middleman. We have given the
farmers an organisation for handling and
marketing their own produce, and I say
definitely that they have taken advantage
of that to a very great extent, with results
entirely benecficial to the great bulk of them.
Only to-day the members of the Wheat
Board approached me for financial assistanon
to enable them to build additional grain
sheds. We know that the Wheat Board is
ail organisation which operates from year
to year and that it may be dissolved at any
time; yet the Government took the respon-
sibility of lending them a large sum of
money to enable them to make alterations
that would increase their storage capacity.
We have no hope of winning the Darling
Downs seats, where the wheat will be stored,
but we know that the work must be done.

Mr. Epwarps: That is a Government
function.

The PREMIER: Why did your party not
do the work when they were in office?
(Governiment laughter.) The hon. gentle-
man’s party, when it was in power, asked
the Commissioner for Railways not to dis-
close information about the sales of produce.

Mr. Cozrser: That is not true.

The PREMIER: It is perfectly correct.
(Oppaosition dissent.) I do not mind inter-
jections; they at least enable me to nail the
liecn. members on the other side to some-
thing definite. The point I make is that,
when a Government was in power composed of
members from the other side of the House,
their ranks comprised a great number of
farmers, but none of the improvements to
which I have referred was effected. On
the other hand this Government have made
an organised attempt to help the farmers
in the Atherton district, where large sums
of money have been spent in the crection of
silos, although the Opposition told us at the
outset that expenditure in that direction
would be money wasted.

Mr. Corsir: Not at all.

The. PREMIER: To-day the farmers in
that district are handling their own maize.
Another example is the egg pool, the control
of which is vested in the peonle who produce
the commodity.

Mr., MooRE: There are dozens of persons
who do not sell eggs to the egg pool.

The PREMIER : Does the hon. gentleman
believe in co-opcration?

Mr. Moore: Yes.

The PREMIER : Then the hon.
believes in the egg pool.

Mry. Moogre: Yes, under a proper system.

The PREMIER : The hon. member cither

believes in it or he does not. I can undet-
stand that the hon. member for Wynnum

gentleman
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might have an objection to these things;
bub why the members of the Country Party,
who tallk so much about co-operation for the
farmers, should object in practice to the
farmers co-operating to sell their produce is
beyond my comprehension. The lion lies
down with the lamb. (Laughter.)

Mr. TaAYLOR : According to the hon, member
for Wynnum, he still sells their eggs.

The PREMIER : Well and good.
Mr. TAvLOR: He is a middleman.

The PREMIER, He is a middleman, but
I have no complaint to make because of
that. He i1s a man for whom I have a very
high respect. I do not want to bring any
personal business into this argument. He
performs a service well and truly for the
people who send their produce to him. I
believe that is true, but the point is that
a question of policy arises. If that is the
correct way to handle this business, then the
Opposition party should say so and stand
up for it. This party does not believe in
that policy. We believe co-operation among
the producers and the selling of their com-
modities without the intervention of agents
to be the correct policy.

Mr. Corser: That is our platform,

The PREMIER: That is your platform!

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man las exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Order.

Mr. WINSTANLEY {Queenton):
move—
“That the Premier be allowed an
extension of time to enable him to com-
plete his speech.”

The 8PEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
Bouse that the Premier be aliowed an exten-
sion of time to enable him to complete his
speech ?

HoxourazLE MeMBERS: Ilear, hear!

The PREMIER: Another point made by
the Opposition, and one which has been made
frequentiy in the press, is that we have been
storing up loan money in order to make a
splash prier to the elections. The Leader
of the Opposition has made that statement,
and many of his followers also have made
it.

Mr. Maxwrrr: That is what you did before
the last election.

The PREMIER:

I beg to

The hon. gentleman is
(ntuoly wrong. Publicly and in this House
1 have clesrly defined the attitude of the
Goverswent 1 regard to the expenditure
of loan money. I believe that the theory
that we can end the depression by spend-
ing morc loan moncy is a wrong one, and
I hope no one will ask me to do 1t because
I will not do it. I believe such a policy
will get us into more and more difficulties.
In any vear since I have been at the head
of the Government we have never spent the
amount we budgeted for; but we have endea-

oured as far as possibie during the depres-
sion to divert loan money into work that
rave employment as against the purchase
of materials; and by that means, even with
a reduced expenditure, we have actually kept
nrore men in work than in years when we
spent a million more money. The Leader
of the Opposition again and again has
made that statement when there was no
warrant for it, and 1 want to say now—this
15 the first opportunity 1 have had

Hon. W. McCormack.)
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election or no election, the loan expenditure
has been laid down, and will be followed out
no matter what happens in regard to this
party at the eleetion. 1 believe in that
policy, and I appeal to the people to support
me on those grounds; and I think it 1s a
good appeal. If the Opposition believe that
they can solve the problem of unemployment
by spending more and more loan money,
then they are welcome to that policy, but
iz will keep them in opposition.

Mr., KeLso: Who said that was our policy ?

The PREMIER : I do not know what your
policy is.

Hon. W. H. Bamxps: I know what your
pelicy is.  Your policy has been one of
extravagance in the extreme.

The PREMIER: Because of economy I
think we shall be able to get through this
election year with the expenditure of about
£4,600,000 of loan money—which is lower
than last year—and with having to go on
the market—and this is the important point
—for £2,560,000 only, while other States
governed by the friends of hon. members
opposite are asking for more moncy than
they ever spent before. I want to say that
- clearly and definitely, because I do not
want people outside Queensland to believe
that we are going to cmbark again upon a
disastrous loan policy.

[7.30 p.m.]

Hon. W. H. Barnes: We have an effective
answer to you in regard to loan expenditure,
all the same.

The PREMIER : The hen. gentleman goes
back to 1915 and lives in the past, forgetting
that to-day the £1 which he had when he
was Treasurcr would only buy me 12s. worth
of material.

EMP. Sizer: Then what about the workers’

1?

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition made a cry this afternoon about the
increase in rallway freights compared with
1914, and then he ridiculed the idea of
talkking about war and drought; but it was
just as ridiculous for him to talk about 1914
—the pre-war period. The conditions of the
world have changed owing to the inflation
of money values. The hon. member for
Wynnum, when he was Treasurer, figured
that he would spend £2,000,000 of loan
money, but he spent a good deal more than
that. He spent £4,000,000 of loan money in
his last year of office, which is equal to about
£7,000,000 to-day. That was before the
election of 1915.

‘ Mr. Taveor: You got £6,000,000 of value
for 1t.

The PREMIER : There were sixteen rail-
way proposals in the last session of that
Parliament, including the Via Recta, which
would have cost £1,000,000, and we would
thenr have had three railway lines to Sydney
instead of two. The Government, although
they have reduced their loan expenditure,
kave devoted the money to jobs where the
bulk of it was spent in labour to enable us
to carry on during the depression.

Mr. TAYLOR: In mining?

The PREMIER: No. To give the House
and the country an idea that we have not
been retrenching the public service and dis-
missing public servants to get a surplus and
to keep our loan expenditure within sane
limits, the number of employees in the
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Government service last year was 39,337, and
this year it is 40,000.

An OprosiTroN MEMBER :
work for them all?

The PREMIER : Sce how the hon. mem-
ber changes his ground again.
Mr. Moore : Pooling and short time !

The PREMIER : There is some short time
on the railways. We have 2,892 men on
construction work now, while last year we
had 2,943. There is a reduction there of
51, but that reduction is more than made up
as we had only 1,120 men on main roads
work last year, whereas this year we have
2,311, That is work where the bulk of the
cost is for labour. In the Irrigation
Department we have a few less employees,
and in other departments of the Government
service the position is practically the same:
there were, for instance, 12,559 salaried
officers in the public service last vear as
against 12,563 this year, and so on. To give
the country an idea of the truth that we are
not dismissing men, safeguarding or hoard-
ing loan money, as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition said, to have a splash at the elections,
I wish to have this table inserted In
¢ Hansard "

Have you got

NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED BY QUEENSLAND
GOVERNMENT.

(As at 30th June, 1928.)

Public service—

Salaried officers . ... 12,563
Wages, day labourers, cte. ... 2,316
— 14,879
Railways—
Permanent staff ... 19,624
Construction workers ... ... 2.892
— 22,516
Irrigation— -
Salaried officers 38
Wages, etc. . 345
) —_— 383
(lentral sugar mills 7
Main Roads—
Permanent staff 206
Wages, etc. . 230
Main roads construction and
maintenance 1,875
— 2311
40,096
I believe in a continuous policy, without

alteration and with the least possible dis-
location. ]

Mr, Fry: You are discharging men from
the railway service.

The PREMIER: We have discharged
some. Does the hon. member say that we
should not discharge anybody?

Mr. Fry: No; but you are trying to
convey the impression that you are not, and
I am pointing out that you are.

The PREMIER : Our policy is that we do
not keep a man if he is not wanted. That
should be the policy of any Government.
The hon. member complains that somebody
is discharged, whereas frequently members of
his own party have said they would discharge
2,500.

Mr. FrRY: You have never heard me say
that retrenchment was a remcdy.

The PREMIER: You are too shrewd.
Mr. FrY: I have a better policy than that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Oxley has frequently made the statement



Address in Replys

that, if he were given his way—(Opposition
interruption)—and he is a powerful force—
one of the leading members in the Cppo-
sition party—(Opposition laughter)——

A GoverNMeExT MeuBer: And one of their
finest speakers.

The PREMIER: He is one of the finest
speakers in this House. He puts a very fine
case for his party. He has said that, if he
had his way, he would solve the unemploy-
ment complained of by the leader of the
party by dumping tens of thousands of
migrants into Queensland. {Opposition
interruption.)

I do not want to weary the House any
further. I rose really to reply to the Leader
of the Opposition, but I had =o little to reply
to that I have had to deal with other matters.
(Government laughter.) The Opposition did
not even have the courtesy to listen to the
seconder of the amendment, for they all
went out—or all but one. I really like to
hear the hon. member for Enoggera—he is
a wonderful chap. These financial speakers
are worth listening {o; they are an educa-
tion: yet his own party left him to carry on.
I think we showed some courtesy by all
remaining here and listening.

It is a curious thing that the people who
support the Opposition are the big tax-
payers of this State. Who find their election
funds ?

Mr. MOORE:
ment laughter.)

Mr. KERR: Your people have got them all.

The PREMIER: I understand—I am open
to correction—that the Opposition spent
thousands of pounds last election in fighting
the Labour Party.

Mr. Moore: No.

The PREMIER: Didn’t you?

Mr. Moore: We did not.

The PREMIER: Well, T will vead the
Country Party’s balance-sheet. (Laughter.)

Just follow this and see how much hon.
members spent. This is a circular sent out

We haven't any. (Govern-

by the Mitchell branch in regard to the
late_ by-election—
“ However, the conduct of election

campaigns costs money, and wec regret
to say that our finances have been greatly
depleted by the cost of the recent fight,
so much so that in this instance our
expenses have been approximately £100
more than our receipts.”

That is a deficit. Now listen to the form of

taxation. (Laughter.)

“The stock levy is at the rate of 10s.
per thousand sheep and pro rata for
cattle and horses.”

This is what is causing the unemployment!
{Laughter.)

“ We now ask you to let us have your
quota by return mail.”

Mr. MooRrE: Did they get it?

The PREMIER : There is no question that
they got it. This is signed by W. Farquhar
Fraser, president, and F. R. Cory, secretary.

Mr. XERR: It must be a frame-un.
The PREMIER: Somebody said some-

thing about election expenses, and I want to
confirm a statement with regard to clection
expenses made by Mr. Theodore during a
recent inquiry in Sydney, and I am going
to confirm it by a statement from a
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Nationalist
says—

organisation. The statement
“ The Federal electorates are very big.
and a lot of unz}vmdable expense ie
involved in contesting them which it is
not fair, nor in our interests, to expect
candidates to bear wholly on their own.”
The law provides that a candidate must not
expend beyond £100 in election expenses.
The statement continues—
““1f this were to happen our candidates
would be tremendously handicapped in
the struggle and their chances of success
greatly prejudiced.”
The Federal  Nationalist Government
attempted to make capital because Mr.
Theodore spent a couple of hundred pounds
in an eclection, whereas they supply money
io their candidates to break the law.

Mr. MaxwEeLL: Who finds money for your
party ?

The PREMIER: I have here a copy of
the balance-shect of one committee alone—a
finance committee of the pastoral organisa-
tion—an organisation which supports hon.
members opposite. This committee is wholly
composed of pastoralists, and this is what
they say in regard to the State clections—

“QOur expenditure in connection with

the State campaign amounted to £8,572."”

That is from one organisation. No wonder

this precious party opposite desired to grant
an cxtension of leases to the pastoralists!

Mr. MoRrGaN: You know that John Wren
paid £10.000 to your party during the last
State elections.

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I decsive to
call your attention to the statement of the
hon. member for Murilla, that Mr. Jobn
Wren gave our party £10,000 at the last
State elections.

Mr. Moraan: That was definitely stated.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
gentleman to withdraw the statement.

Mr. Moreax: If the statement is ohbjec-
tionable, then I shall withdraw it, but it was
stated publicly. I made the statement out-
side on the platform.

The PREMIEKR: You stated it outside
this House? I invite the hon. gentleman to-
make the statement outside.

Mr., Morean: I have already stated it.

Me. Tavror: Let us have all the parti-
culars.

The PREMIER : Surely you are in posses-
sion of all the particulars of your own
balance-sheet.

Mr. TavLor: Give us the date of it.

The PREMIER: Do you say that you did
not get this money?

Mr. TavLor: You have not got the date.

The PREMIER: Of course I have.

Mr. Tavror: Read it out.

The PREMIER : T will not read it out.

Mr. Taveor: Of course you will not. T
knew you would not read it out.

The PREMIER: If the hon. gentleman:
wants the date so badly, then T can tell him
that it bears a date just prior to the last
elections.

Mr. TavLor: Read it out.

The PREMIER: It is dated 11th October,
1926.

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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Mr. MaswrLL: I presume you will lay it
on the table of the House?

The PREMIER: I will give it to the hon.

member to rcad if he likes. This is not
secret.
Mr. Morg:ax: Why all this waste of time?

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Ths PREMIER: This circular gives the
details of the expenditure. It says that £222
was disbursed in_ office expenses and £8,350
in general organising work.,

Mr. Kerr: What for?

The PREMIER : The circular goes on to
Say—
“This committee regrets that the result
of the campaign was not satisfactory.”
(Government laughter.)
Just listen to the sting in this—
“ However, there is satisfaction in
knowing that the campaign did not fail
owing to want of funds.”

{Government laughter.)

Mr. DBravp: You
balance-shest at all.
a statement.

The PREMIER: I take it that the state-
ment over the names of the gentlemen I
have quoted is a correct one and aboveboard.
There is nothing secret about the circular.
(lopies were sent out to everybody. They sent
one lo me. (laughter.)

Mr. Brawp: It is not our organisation at
all.

The PREMIER: This is the point I want
to make: In that letter it says the grazing
farmers did not subseribe. They did not.
Who subscribed, and what did they subscribe
for?

Mr. Swzrer: For the extension of leases you
gave them.

The PREMIER: The extension we did
not give them., 1 have proved conclusively
that the Opposition have no case. They have
not been truthful in stating that they had
no money at the last election, because I have
quoted one organisation which assisted them,
not to speak of business people.

Mr. S1zFR: You spend £10 for every £1 we
spen:.

Mr. Kerr: You had eight motor cars
engaged in the Enoggera electorate for every
one 1 had.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The PREMIER: The Labour party is
always able to get voluntary workers.
Mr. KERR: And motor cars.

The PREMIER: There is no such thing
as  paid canvasiers or organisers. Our
‘balance-sheet is published and signed. We
have not to wait to get it in the manner
I have indicated.

Mr. MorGaN: That is not a balance-sheet.

The PREMIER: Our balance-sheet is
referred to our conference, and has to be
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approved of. That is well known, and is
no secret.
Mr. Moogre: This has been a secret to us.

The PREMIER: Then they spent nearly
#£9,000 on you without your knowing it.

Mr. Moore: I do not know where it went
0.
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The PREMIER: I can safely leave the
case to the electors of Qucensland, and 1
think there will he only one resuit. The
Government are carefully and resolutely fac-
ing the sitnation. We may be unpopular in
certain quarters, buf I have no doubt that
the majority of the thinking community are
standing behind us.

Mr. Moore: They can stand behind vou
=% much as they like so long as they don’t
vote for you. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER:
hon. member,

Mr, MAXWELL:
doing so.

The PREMIER : Am I to understand that
hon. members opposite have tried them and
have failed? (Opposition dissent.) If they
have, I will rcad the other side.

Orpposition MEemBERS : Read it.

The PREMIER : 1 said I can safely leave
the case to the electors.

Mr. KERR: Read the balance-sheet.

The PREMIER: Xeep quiet! You had
your say, and your side would not listen
to you. The Leader of the Opposition failed
lamentably in his attack upon the Govern-
ment. He did not prove that any of the
difliculties he mentioned were duc to any act
of the Government. He certainly did prove
to this House and the country that he has
not even the most elementary knowledge of
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the problems confronting the State. (Opposi-
tion laughter.)
GoVvERNMENT MEuMpBers: Hear, hear!

Mr. SIZER (Sendgate): 1 beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

Resumption of the debate made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 7.52 p.m.





