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Land Acts Amendment Bill,

[ASSEMBLY.] Papers.

FRIDAY, 9 DECEMBER, 1927.

The Speaker (Flon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

ExrENDITURE 0N Rainway CONSTRUCTION UNDER
UprrErR BURNETT AND CALLIDE LAND SETTLE-
MENT SCHEMES.

Myr. CLAYTON (Wide Buay) asked the
Sceretary for Railways—

1. What is the milcage counstructed
and total cost to date of the following
lines: —(a) Many Peaks towards Monto;
(¢) Mundubbera towards Monto; (¢)
Rannes towards Monto ?

2. What is the total expenditure to
date on railway construction included
under the Upper Burnett and Callide
land settlement scheme?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie), for the SECRE-
TARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon. J. Lar-
combe, Keppel), replied—

“ The information is in course of
preparation.”

. SvepLy or SuELL GrIT.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) asked the
Treasurer—
“1. What are the names of the five
persons granted leases of shell-grit areas

mentioned in his answer to my question
of 25th November last?

2. Will he lay upon the table of the
House all correspondence, reports, and
other papers in connection with this
matter ?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns) replied—
“1. Thomas Maloney and Sons, T.

Rowe, J. Loynes, junior, E. Beattie,
G. D. Fraser.

2. If the hon. member will call at the
Treasury, he may peruse the correspon-
dence.”

PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed :—

Report of the Manager of the Golden
Casket Art Union.

The following papers were laid on the
table : —
Regulations under the Racecourses Act of
1923,
Regulation under the Explosives Act of
1906.

Regulation under the Slaughtering Act of
1898.
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FIREARMS LICENSE BILL.
THirD READING.
he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
an. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane), for the
YME SECRETARY (Houn. J. Stopford,
ount Morgan), said: I beg to move—
“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”
Question put and passed.

CROWN FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS

AND SOLICITORS.

Mr. CLAYTON {(Wide Bay):
move—

« That there be laid upon the table of
the House a return showing the fees
paid on behalf of the Crown to_sohcltorﬁ
and barristers during last financial year.

Question put and passed.

1 beg to

COMMONWERALTH AND STATHES
FJINANOIAL AGREEMENT RATIFI-
CATION BILL. N

InrriatIoN 1IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr, Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

fhe PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns): 1 beg to move—

_“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to authorise the execution by
the State of Queensland of a draft agree-
ment between the Commonwealth of
Australia and the States of New South
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia, Western Australia, and Tasmania
‘concerning the adjustment of the finan-
cial relations between the Commonwealth
and the States of the Commonwealth;
to approve and ratify the agreement as
finally made and executed between such
parties; and for other purposes.”

I do not intend at this stage to outline the
agreement, as it would be repeating what 1
hall have to say on the second reading. If
we get the Bill through this stage and have
it printed and circulated, hon. members will
have an opportunity during the week-end of
looking over the Bill, and on Tuesday they
will be in a much better position to discuss
the agreement as a whole. This is merely a
ratification measure, and we have either to
accept or reject the agreement.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CralRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

Resolution agreed to.

FI1rsT READING.
The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
C'airns) presented the Bill, and moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed. .

Second reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday next.

SUPPLY.
SEVENTEENTH ALLOTTED Day.
RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory) presented the resolu-
tions reported from Committee of Supply
on Wednesday, the 7th instant.
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The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns): I beg to move—
“That the resolutions be
received.”
Question put and passed.

now

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
The resolutions being taken as read,

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cairns): I beg to move—
¢ That the resolutions be now agreed
to.”’

And hon. members indicating a_desire to
discuss resolutions 2, 3, 8, 9, 21, 32, 38, 44,
45, 46, 47, 49, and 80.

Resclution  1—*“ dide-de-Camp to
Excellency the Governor ”’—agreed to.

Resolution 2—°¢ Railways, General Hstab-
lishmeni, Chief Office ’—

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 desire
to bring under the attention of the Secre-
tary for Railways certain matters in connec-
tion with the electric power wused at the
Ipswich workshops. When this vote was
before the Committee I mentioned the matter,
and the Minister sent me a reply by letter
in reference to the repair of the generators
at the workshops. 1 understand now that
a movement is on foot to provide the power
required from an outside source, and, on
behalf of the men at the shops;, and the
electrical trades union in particular, I desire
to enter a strong protest against that being
done. I believe that, if a thorough investi-
gation were made, it would be proved that
the power could be generated at the work-
shops more cheaply than it can be pro-
vided from outside. 1 firmly believe that
the outside supply such as is given to the
citizens of Ipswich, which is subject to inter-
ruption, wouid be an extremely bad thing
from the point of view of the workshops.
Particularly I want to draw attention to the
fact that I asked the Minister the cost of
generating power at the Ipswich workshops,
and he advised me in reply that it was 1id.

His

per unit. I believe that the actual generat-
ing wcost is four-fifths of a penny, but,
of course, overhead charges, interest, and
redemption have to be added to the
cost, bringing the price to 1id. per
unit.

What I want to point out is that,
in the event of power being purchased from
an outside source, the cost of intepest and
redemption on the buildings used for this
purpose at the shops will still have to be
met. The workshops cannot avoid those
charges, because the money has been bor-
rowed to build them and they are depre-
ciating, so that to any amount which may
have to be paid to anybody outside must
be added the amount representing interest
and redemption charges on those buildings.

Mr. EvrminstoNe: What is the price at
which outside power can be obtained?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I do not know. I
think that ordinarily it is 25d. per unit.
I understand that the matter has not been
finalised. Had it been finalised, it would be
no use discussing the matter. It is still
under consideration, and I earnestly ask that
every investigation be made and that fact
be not cverloocked, because I believe the fact
is being overlooked that the interest and
redemption charges will still have to be met,
whether the current is obtained from an out-
side concern or not. Of course, the work-
shops cannot escape those charges, In

Mr. F. A. Cooper.]
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addition, the power proposed to be supplied
by an outside concern will be manufactured
in Brisbane, and will have to be transmitted
25 miles to the Ipswich workshops.

Another matter with which I wish to deal
is the payment to railway employees for
Christmas Day. This year Christmas Day
falls on a Sunday, and the Commissioner and
his officers have arrived at the decision not
to pay for Christmas Day. Ordinarily,
according to the award, Christmas Day is a
holiday for which pay is given; but, as it
falls on Sunday, it has been decided not to
pay for the day. Monday is to be observed
as an ordinary day—Christmas Day not
being kept up on Monday. On Tuesday,
which is being observed as Boxing Day, the
usual award rates will apply. I am reminded
that this is a ruling of the Board of Trade
and Arbitration; but I would remind the
Railway Department that it is a ruling of
the Arbitration Court in 1921, The old idea
that the awards of the Board of Trade con-
tain the maximum provision is an erroneous
one. The awards provide for minimum pay-
ments, and the decent employer has the
opportunity to give more than the award
rates if he thinks fit.

_ The Premizr: It is not an erroneous idea
in a department which is losing £2,000,000
per annum.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: It may not be
erroneous from that standpoint; but, having
paid the amount in the past, the employees
have always understood that Christmas Day
and Good Friday were holidays for which
they would be paid, and it is a loss to them
when those holidays fall on a Sunday and
they are not paid.

There is one other matter to which I wish
to refer. Three years ago the department,
in its wisdom, decided to give contracts to
outs:'de firms for the manufgcture of wagons,
and an mspector was appoited. It was his
duty to inspect the work carried out by these
firms, and he continued as inspector right
up to the termination of the contracts. Some
little time afferwards he was charged with
neglect of duty in a matter of mspectlon
and was suspended. He denied the charge,
the case 'duly coming before the Inquiry
Board. The appeliant was reduced from the
position of inspector to that of wagon
builder. He appealed to the Appeal Board,
and when his case came before that body the
department refused "to go on with the
matter, allowing the appellant to win his
appeal and obtain costs against the depart-
ment. Now comes the remarkable position :
This man has been advised that the only
position available for him is that of marker-in
in the wagon shop, whereas previously he
had been a leadmg hand marker-in, This
position meant an absolute reduction in
status. No charge was brought against the
man, but he was advised by the department
that he would have to accept the position or
leave the service, because of the fact that
there were now no outside contracts. The
remarkable feature is this: that in all other
cases where the employees of the workshops
have been appointed outside inspectors they
were given positions in the workshops at
least equal fo the positions they occupied
when they took the job of outside inspectors.
That occurred when the outside work ceased.
There is something peculiar somewhere.
This man was charged with neglect of duty,
found guilty by the Inquiry Board and

[Mr, F. A. Cooper.
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suspended ; but, when it comes to the Appeal
Board, he is allowed by the department to
win his appeal with costs, and now he is
reduced in status. He again appealed to the
Appeal Board, which tribunal decided that
it had no jurisdiction in this case. Mr. T.
Fallon, employees’ representative on the
Appeal Board, said—

“In dealing with this case I very
much regret that the Act does not allow
the employee the right of appeal. In
the case which was previously before the
court, this board threw out the suggestion
to the department, expressing the wish
that the department would be able to see
its way clear to preserve the status of
the appellant. I regret the department
has not seen its way clear to accept the
suggestion offered by the board. I also
consider that the appellant has been
unfairly and unjustly treated.”

“ His record shows that he has been
employed in the railway service for
about fifty-six years, and during that
time has given officient and faithful ser-
vice. For sixteen years he has been
employed as a wagon builder and pro-
moted to leading hand marker-in. Some
three years ago a vacancy occurred for
the position of inspector of wagons built
by private contract. The appellant being
the senior employee, and the depart-
ment being satisfied as to his qualifica-
tions, appolinted him to the pomtlon
He held the position until the expira-
tion of the contract. He was then
informed that as the private contract
had expired that there was no further
work for him as inspector and the
department could ‘sack’ him, but- did
not do this, and offered him the posi-
tion of wagon builder, thus putting him
back to his position of twenty-six years

ﬁgo LR S
Hon, W. H. Bagxes: What age is he?
Mr. F. A, COOPER: I should say he

would be about sixty-six or sixty-seven years
of age. He is getting on, anyway—
‘“and thus depriving him of his status in
the seniority, and allowing employees
who had alwavs been junior to him to
become his seniors.

“ As a matter of fact, other inspectors
had been appcinted for private contracts,
and at the expiration of these contracts
they had always been offered a position
equal in status to the one held prior to
receiving the position of inspector. Why
the departure in the present case?
asked Mr. Fallon.”

I ask that question also. If there is good
reason for the departure, the man should
be told of it. If he has done something
which warrants this reduction, a specific
charge should be made agginst "him and he
should be given an opnorﬁ{mty of defend-
ing himself as the law requires.

Mr. TavLor: Was the department repre-
sented before the Appeal Board?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Ves. Their legal
adviser was actually sitting in court, but -
took no part in the proceedings. It may be
that there is something deeper in the matter.
It may be that there is something further
wrong than the dereliction of duty alleged
against this inspector and subsequently not
proceeded with. If there is, it is the duty
of the department to clear up the whole

&
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thing. It is a very wrong thing for a ‘man,
after fifty-six years service, to be sentenced on
a charge which he has no opportunity of
disproving.

Mr. Moore: Do you say he has had fifty-
six years’ service?

Mr. ¥. A. COOPER: Yes. That may be
a mistake, but I know he has been many,
many years in the service. He is put back
to a position he occupied twenty-six years
ago, and men many vears hig junior in
service are put over his head. 1 ask the
Seccretary for Railways to give this matter
his earnest consideration and see if some
injustice has not been done to this man.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): I under-
stood the hon. member for Bremer to say
that the Sceretary for Railways has in con-
templation the purchasing of electric current
in bulk from some outside company to supi.
the Ipswich workshops, evidently with the
view of discontinuing the generation of cur-
rent in the workshop itseif. If that is his
intention, I can only say that I must com-
mend the Minister for his contemplated
action, especially if the experience in the
Ipswich workshops is the same as the experi-
ence of the Darra cement works. We are in
much the same position there. Some years
ago, when the Darra cement works were
established, we spent a large sum of money
in establishing a modern power house with
the object of generating current for cur own
consumption, but a year or two of experi-
ence showed that it was more cconomical
to purchasc our current in bulk from out-
side. Ever since that date, cight or nine
years ago, we have continued that procedure,
and have found it entirely satisfactory.

Dealing with the phase of the matter on
which the hon. member for Bremer touched,
that interest and redemption would still have
to be paid on the present power plant and
buildings at Ipswich, I have no doubt that
the Ratlway Department can make good use
of these buildings. We have done sc at
Darra, and I have no doubt that, being
pushed for room at the Ipswich workshops,
the buildings at present accommodating the
power plant can be used for a good pur-
pose. 1t is pleasing to note that economy
and efficiency arc being looked into very
carefully at the Ipswich workshops. I am
quite certain that this contemplated pro-
cedure will end in a saving to the workshops,

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I would like to
put in a plea to the Minister for consideration
to the railway men who are employed at
Maryborough. When the Estimates were
going through, I touched on this matter, and
suggested that departmental officers in RKlary-
borough should be given more discretionary
powers than they possess to-day. I pointed
out that it was necessary, as Maryborough
was a very important district situated some
considerable distance from Brisbane where
the officers in charge were not as sympathetic
as they were in Maryborough. It appears
now as though Maryborough is only to have
a station-master in charge. The Economy

Board has gone north, and on the

[11 am.] eve of Christmas we find men
being discharged wholesale, and

these men will have to go elsewhere for
something to tide them over the Christmas
holidays.” The services of three men have
already been dispensed with, and, according
to the report in the press to-day, a large
batch is to be dismissed to-day. In the

[9 DECEMBER.]
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Wide Bay and Burnett districts thers is
sufficient railway work for the railwaymen,
and there is no need to dispense with the
services of railway employees in that district.

Mr. LreweLyx : How do you reconcile that
with your general criticism of the Railway
Estimates ?

Mr. BRAND : Hon. members on this side
have never suggested the dismissal of
employces from the Railway Department;
but they have said that they should be placed
in useful employment. I should like the
Alinister to take into consideration the posi-
tion as it exists at Maryborough, and recog-
nise that that is an important centre in
railway management. Instead of dispensing
with the services of these men, he should see
that the officials there are given more dis-
crotion so that these men can be kept in
employment at least until after the Christ-
mas holidays.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): 1 wish to raise
a question in connection with the booking of
sleeping berths, but in doing so I do not
wish to be misunderstood by the great body
of railway cmployees. After members of
Parliament have gone to the Railway
Department for the purpose of securing a
sleeping berth, and have met with a refusal,
the booking clerk behind the counter in some
leading hotel is apparcntly able to secure
sleeper reservations.

HoxounapLe MEuBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. POLLOCKX: It is a most difficult
position, and it is an evil that hon. members
of this House will have the utmost difficulty
to stand up to. I think a very thorough and
searching inquiry should be made by the
Secretary for Railways into this matter. I
have brought it under his notice before, and
he has been most sympathetic. I know, of
course, that the hon. gentleman has some
difficulty in dealing with this sort of thing.
I do not say it is a general practice—I do
not think it is—but it is sufficiently common
to have brought this party in for quite a lot
of eriticism which it was not entitled to get.
When in Sydney last year 1 went down to
the railway booking office in Mariin place
to secure a berth on the express to Brisbane.
I was told that a berth was not available.
The berth was not for myself, but for another
person. An hour afterwards I noticed that
a gentleman was able to go to a leading
hotel, and, by the payraent of a sum of money
to the man behind the counter, he was able
to secure a berth for another person. That is
not right, and something ought to be done
to stop that sort of thing. If there is any
sort of petty grafting going on—1I1 do not say
there is—whereby for the payment of a few
shillings to the officials in charge of the
booking office that sort of thing can be
brought about, the quicker it is stopped the
better for all concerned. (Hear, hear!) I
do not want to say any more on it. I know
that it is a real evil, and a proper and
searching inquiry should be made into the
matter. The fact of allowing these people in
the booking office to know that members of
Parliament are wise to the fact that this sort
of thing is going on, perhaps, will do more
to remedy it than anything else.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, ympie): In the absence
of the Secretary for Railways, I can ouly
reply briefly to the matters brought forward
by various hon. members. The matter raised

Hon, T. Dunstan.]
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by the hon. member for Bremer in regard
to the supply of eclectric current to the
Ipswich workshops by an outside firm will
receive complete investigation.

With regard to the payment of overtime
to railway employees on Christma: Day,
am given to understand that overtime pay-
ments are made in accordance with the
railway award. Christmas Day will fall on
a Sunday this year, and there is no pro-
vision for that day being regarded as a pay
day. The other matter brought forward by
the hon. member for Bremer, and the matters
brought forward by the hon. member for
Oxley and the hon. member for Burrum, will
receive attention. The matter of the reserva-
tion of sleeping-berths raised by the hon.
member for Gregory, who asked that an
inquiry should be made into certain allega-
tions in that respect, will also receive
attention.

Resolution 2—° Ruailways, General Estab-
lishment, Chief Office ’—agreed to.

Resolutions 3 to 7, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 8—¢‘ Legislative Assembly 7'—

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani}: I desire to take
advantage of this opportunity to draw atten-
tion to the position of Parliament itself.
We all recognise that the prosperity of the
community depends upon what Parliament
does, on the laws it makes, and the general
administration resulting therefrom. I would
like the Housc to consider seriously whether
under present conditions the community are
getting the service from Parliament that
they are entitled to. Take the present
session, for instance. We must bear in mind
that there is now no second House to review
the legislation passed in this Chamber. We
have sat just over. forty days. During that
time we have passed a number of laws, most
of which are amending laws—all evidence
of the difficulties in previous law-making
under the system under which legislation 1s
rushed through as it is.

Another important function of Parliament
is the control of public funds. All those who
have read history will realise that in the
early days of the British Parliament the
providing of finance was the chief function
of Parliament. In view of what has just
happened, I ask whether the public are
getting the full service they are entitled to
in that regard. T notice that these resolutions
cover a total sum of £27,619,000, out of
which over £16,000,000 is revenue, £5,000,000
trust, and something like £4,000,000 loan
expenditure. The only departments which
have been discussed are the Railways, Chief
Secretary’s Department, the Home Office, and
the Department of Labour and Industry,
which represent an expenditure of £8,383,000.

The SecrETARY FOR PtrBLIc WORKS: Mr.
}]?ruce put £36,000,000 through in thirty-six
curs,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: It seems to me that the
time to deal with these matters is when you
are in the chair, Mr. Speaker. The HKsti-
mates of the Department of Public Lands,
the Department of Agriculture and Stock,
the Department of Mines, and the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction have not been
discussed.

The SPEAKER : Order!
[Hon. T. Dunstan.
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Mr. SWAYNE: We know, Mr. Speaker,
that every now and then disclosures are
nade, and Parliament has a right to expect,
when you are moved out of the chair, to
have an opportunity of discussing them—
for instance, in connection with the Mines
Department. Then in regard to Trust
Funds——

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will have an opportunity at a later stage
of discussing that matter.

Mr. SWAYNE: We are now discussing
the resolution embodying the vote for the
Legislative Assembly, and it seems to me
that this is the proper place to discuss it.
Of course I bow to your ruling, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will

hava the opportunity of discussing that
matter on the Trust and Special Funds
Estimates.

Mr. SWAYNE: There is arother matter
to which as an old member I would like to
call attention. If affects members generally.
I notice that a practice has arisen under
which Ministers make long, discursive
speeches In moving the second readings of
Bills, thercby getting in a lot of electioneer-
ing matter. Then, possibly, Mr. Speaker,
as the debate progresses, your deputy takes
the chair, and, if a member on this side of
the House endeavours to reply to the elec-
tioneering of the Minister, he is ruled out
of order. Take the Chief Secretary. He
repeatedly does this, but members on this
side are not allowed to reply to the points
he makes.

The SPEAKER : Order: That is a reflec-
tion on the Chairman of Committees, which
I cannot allow.

Mr. SWAYNE: I do not suggest any
reflection on the Chair. I am simply giving
reasons for a suggestion which I am going
to make, and which I think would tend to
a more satisfactory condition of things—
that those who occupy the chair should confer
and decide what i3 in order and what is
not in order. There should be one fixed
rule in this regard. At any rate, I do not
think it should be left to the individual
judgment of the member who occupies the
charr at the moment. There should be some
fixed rule or system under which we all—
Ministers as well as ordinary members—
would know exactly how far we could go.
I think that we are within our rights as
members of Parliament in discussing these
matters, and that in the interests of those
whom we represent we are entitled to the
fullest debate which should be allowed—
and none of us wishes to exceed that.

Then, as to our opportunity to go into
the details of some of these votes, I would
like to point out that the Leader 'of the
Opposition asked for three extra days on
the Estimates. Possibly if his request had
been granted we might have got to the
Hstimates of the Department of Mines, but
those extra days have been refused.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No.

Mr. SWAYNE: I think I am justified
in saying that, if those three extra days
had been allowed and we had been permitted
to get as far as the Department of Mines, the
interests of the people of Queensland might
have been very much better served than
otherwise.
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Then, personal interjections have reached
a pitch beyond which they should not be
allowed to go.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: For instance, I under-
stand that, when I was speaking the other
day on a public question, one hon. member
on the other side said that I had burned
down a sawmill, He might have been just
as truthful—or as untruthful—if he had said
that I had robbed a church; but the sugges-
tion was made—a pure concoction—and it
got into the press. I want to take this
opportunity of saying that no property or
house—farm or otherwise—with which I have
been connected has ever been burned down.

OpposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. SWAYNE: I want further to say
that that sort of interjection, concocted on
the spur of the moment to disconcert an
hon. member who is making a speech, if it
does not tend to lower the standard of
Parliament, does not tend to raise it.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I want to draw
attzntion to a serious statement made by a
member of the Opyposition which reflects upon
Parliament and the conduct of Parliament
as presided over by yourself, Mr. Speaker.
Let me quote from the *‘ Courier” of
Monday, 25th November last—

*“ DECLINE OF PARLIAMENT.

““ At a garden party for the Quecensland
Women’s Klectoral League, held at Mrs.
Dan Wienholt's home, at Chelmer, on
Saturday, Mr. J. G. Appel, M.L.A.,
addressed the gathering saying that it
was to the womanhood of the State they
must look if a change for the better was
to bo cffected. The women must endea-
vour to spur on the manhood of the com-
munity, who had become apathetic. Such
apathy had not existed in the earlier days
of Queensland. Parliament had degene-
ratest; in fact, it wa2s not a Parliament,
and as such it could have little effect. At
se time a man was proud to become a
member of Parliament, as in it there had
only been men of the highest character
and honour, and it had benefited progress
in the State. A mighty effort must be
made by the women of Queensland to
regenerate the ITouse and Legislature
so that Parliament should once again
become honoured and vespected, and so
make for the progress and advancement
of the State.”

I regret very much that the hon. member
for Albert is not present this morning, because
I wish to state as a member of Parliament
when the hon. gentleman was a member of
a Government, and as one who has watched
closely the conduct of members of Parliament
during the time that I have been in Parlia-
ment, that the debates of Parliament are
on as high a level to-day as when I first
came into this Chamber in 1909. I do not
now see the scenes that I witnessed at that
particular time—men rolling up their sleeves
between here and the refreshment room and
setting out to bash each other. Apart from
that, Parliament to-day is dealing with dif-
forent subjects from those dealt with in the
past. Parliament was then dealing with
political subjects such as the enfranchisement
of the masses of the people and so on; but
to-day we have passed that stage, and are
dealing with far more important subjects—
cconomic  subjects—which require a  great
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deal more thought than political subjects.
I do not think that any member of this
IHouse has the right to go and tell the woman-
hood of Queensland ~that they have to
regenerate Parliament.

The Prewier: Such members should start
to- regenerate themselves,

Mr. COLLINS: There is something in that.
Their first duty is to see if they themselves
are perfect. Fvery morning when they rise
from bed they should look 1n a big looking
glass, and, if they think they are perfect,
then they can preach perfection to others.
The remarks of the hon. member for Mirani
this morning prompted me to draw the
sttention of the people of Queensland to the
result of my experience, and my observa-
tion is that Parliament is on just as high a
level to-day as it was when I first came into
this House in the year 1908.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns): As this question has been raised
and prominent members of the Opposition
are saotting themselves up as paragons of
virtue on provedure and personal conduct, it
might be well for me to say a word or two
on the matter, The hon. member for Bowen
hns just queted the hon. member for Albert.
I wish to say here publicly that the hon.
member for Albert had some effrontery—I
wsed that word with a full appreciation of its
meaning—to go outside this House and
deliver a lecture upon the conduct of mem-
bers within this FHouse. I do not want to
say any morc than that; but the hon. gentle-
man would do well to follow the advice of
the hon. member for Bowen, and he himself
first do all the things that should be done by
a respectable member of the community,
Having accomplished that himself, he might
be a little more humble in criticising his
fellow men, who have all the weakuesses of
human naturc. The idea that Parliament
has degenerated is one that the old identity
is liable to accept. beeause he still lives in
the past when only the representatives of
the wealthy class sat in the halls of the legis-
lature.

Hoen. W. H. Barxes: I am afraid that you
ave not fair.

The PREMIER: It is time it was said,
becouse this idea that the working man who
comes from the field or the factory is mnot
as capable, not as cultured, and not as well
mannered as men and women who, perhaps,
have never performed any useful work, ix
a theory that has been entirely exploded.

If. in the changed circumstances and the
changed political positions in which we now
find  ourialves, a little more heat 1s
engendered, it is due to division of opinion.
It is due to men facing issues from different
points of view, and probably getting heated
because they represent two different sections
in the community. That is all to the good.
It is not deterioration at all. As T have
stated here before, this Parliament is a
Sundsy school compared with the House of
Commons. Many people in England think
that the House of Commons is deteriorating
becauze, in the heat and passion of the
economic fights that are taking place there
to-day, members lose control of themselves
and sa¥ things that they ought not to say, or
create disorder in the heat of the moment.
I myself was in the gallery of the House
of Commons on one occasion—I think the
hon. member for Kurilpa was there at
the same time—and I witnessed a situation

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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where the Speaker himself was helpless to
secure order. Members on both sides were
offenders, and mnobody with any knowledge
of the situation is going to tell me or any-
one else that, because of those scenes,
Parliament is deteriorating.

Mr. Keigo: What was the nature of the
interjections that you refer to?

The PREMIER: I could not catch any
of them because there were so mangy.

Mr., XKixg: Were they in relation to
criminal offences? (Laughter.)

The PREMIER : Members were taken out
by the sergeant-at-arms during the turmoil.
There were probably ncarly 600 members
presant on the occasion I refer to, and nearly
every interjection from one side was answered
bz the other, and the Attorney-General, who
was making a speech when the tumult arose,
siraply stood at the table and waited for about
ten minutes until members on each side told
members on the other side what they thought
of them before he proceeded.

There is another theory held that the men
in politics to-day are mental pigmies com-
pared with men who preceded us. There
was never a greater illusion. No doubt in the
course of time, as cvery notable man passes
away all his good deeds are predominant,
and they alone are credited to him., Men
in Queensland politics in the past, such as
Mecllwraith, Griffith, and XKidston, are
regarded as men of cutstanding capacity in
the affairs of State; but they appear much
bigger men now than they did to their con-
temporaries who were abusing them from
the Opposition side. We want to view things
in their proper rclationship.

Mr. Kunso: I hope you are not talking
personally.

The PREMIER: Not at all. I know, and
I am sure every member of the Opposition
knows too, that the task of governing to-day
is much more difficult, and calls for much
more attention than it did in those days.
We have only to look at the records of
Parliament in those days. The business of a
session probably consisted of a Land Bill, and
the balance of the time was devoted to the
Estimates. Members then had not to deal
with the same amount of legislation, the
intricate Bills, or the regulation of society
which have to be dealt with in the Parlia-
ments in every part of the world to-day.
Governments to-day are compelled to take
on tremendous tasks in regard to legislation;
yet we and the public are prone to believe
that the people in politics to-day are mere
pigmies compared with the people who were
in politics twenty or thirty years ago. It is
not quite fair to the present-day members to
take up that attitude.

I appreciate the difficulty of the members
of the Opposition who receive Bills that have
been thoroughly studied by the Ministers and
officers of the departments with all the
depurtmental knowledge at their disposal.
A Bill is now framed and brought down.
and the OUpposition have to take that Bill
and in a few hours endeavour to get a grip
of the whole of its contents. I know the
task is difficult for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and it is difficult for other Opposition
members; and it is wrong for the public

to get an Impression that the
[11.30a.m.Jmen of to-day are pigmies and
compare unfavourably with men
of the past. That wrong impression should
be corrected by every member of Parliament.

[Hon. W, McCormack.
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The duties are more onerous, the public
more exacting, and the electors most exacting
on all members of this House. Members
have to attend to many things that were
never thought of in the old days. Country
members are actually agents and representa-
tives of their constituencies in the city of
Brishane, and I make bold to say that every
member representing a country constituency
more than carns his salary by the work he
doex for his constituents for nothing, without
tuking into consideration his legislative work
in this Parliament. Why should we decry
curselves?  Why should Parliamoent admit
that this carping criticlsm has anything in
it? I rose to say publicly that members of
Parliament should zhow to the public that
they know what their duties are, and should
correct this general idea that members of
Parliament, as a whole, have deteriorated
mentally. It is not true. That is my candid
opinion. I have had the opportunity of
being at the head of nearly every department
of the State as well as of being Speaker
since I have been in thi= House. Many of
the great departments of the State have been
under myv control, and while many of my
predecessors were very capable men, I say
there was nothing that these men did that
men in this Parliament, either on the Opposi-
ticn side or on this side, are not capable of
emulating to-day.

PETERSON (XYormanly): I quite
agree with what the Premier has said about
hon. members upholding their own dignity,
and, speaking generally, we can subscribe
to the whole of his arguments. One of the
chief reasons why Parliament has been
brought into ridicule is the attempts on the
part of a section of the press always to bring
into contempt the people’s representatives.

The PREMIER:
at the politician.

Mr. PETERSON: After all, we are only
a replica of the people outside. The people
who sent us here are our creators for the
time being, and the same people have the
right to discharge us from our duties in
Parliament; and it ill becomes a section of
the press to attempt to belittle hon. members.
The function of the press should be to con-
scrve to the fullest degree the rights that we
have under our Constitution. Nothing is
more likely to bring about revolution than
this contempt of the Constitution which hus
made the British nation supreme. Whilst we
may dizagree from time to time, we at least
vealive that we are the people’s representa-
tives, and wo should at all times do our
utmost to uphold the Constitution, and as far
as possible maintain the dignity of Parlia-
ment. As the Premicr said, we often hear
1t said that the politicians cf to-day are not
like the statesmen of days gone by. It is
not possible for the politicians of to-day to
be Like the politicians of the past. To-day
we are clected on an adult franchise. Xvery
person over twenty-one years of age 1is
entitled to say who shall represent him or her
in the Parliaments of Australia, In the days
gone by, when we had these so-called strong
men, members of Parliament only repre-
sented property, and they were able to say
things because they knew they had not to face
infuriated elcctors. We may have to trim
our sails to some of the breezes that blow,
but we realise that we are liable to be called
to account by the people, consequently we
};av.o to confine ourselves within certain
1Ri1ts.

Mr.

They are always sneering
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At 11.34 a.m,,

The CuatRMANY oF ComMITTEES (Mr. Pollock,
Grigory) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. PETERSON: To-day we represent a
democracy, and that democracy is an exact-
ing one, and, as the Premier pointed out,
demands from its Parliament more than
Parliament can legitimately give if. Let
us hear less tallt about the want of dignity
of Parliament, and let us show by our
actions that we are worthy of the confidence
reposed in us. There are times when we all
get a bit heated and say things to one
another that we -would not say outside.
These things are enlarged upon by the press.
A man may make an intelligent speech and
bring out good points, and he may see in
the paper next morning a report of his
spoech in three lines; but if I call the hon.
member for Bowen a Har I may get a
column and a-half. That is not the way to
educate the public in regard to the debates
in Parliament or in any way assist the work of
Parliament. If the press will take my advice,
the less that is said of these things which go
on in this Chamber the less frequently they
will take place here. I think some hon.
members like to get reported in the press in
that way, and as a result the general public
think we are all anxious to participate in
these episodes. The majority of hon. mem-
bers do not desire to get into this position.
We desire to make the Chamber a worthy
institution, and one which will conduct its
business in the way in which it should be
carried on. I trust that, as the result of this
debate, we may be able to give such atten-
tion to our work that even the press, with
all the sarcasm which it levels against us,
will see that members are doing their duty.

The Premier spoke about country mem-
bers. T am glad to have his opinion upon
the duties of country members. I have
never heard any complaint in my electorate
about the salary which we receive, for the
simple reason that the electors know we are
their commercial representatives in Brisbane,
and it is our job to get them as much busi-
ness in the electorate as possible. The dif-
ference between the old job and the new
is that we are commercial representatives for
our electorates besides being members of
Parliament. Two-thirds of our time is given
up to looking after our eclectorates, and the
other third to the work of this Chamber. I
hope that, as members, we shall always be
prepared to stand up for the dignity of Par-
liament and not allow the inferenre to be
drawn that we are a set of inferior beings,
because, if we assent to that, we shall lose
the respect of the electors who send us here.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): As one of
the oldest members of the House, I would
like to say a few words on this matter.
When I read some days ago that the hon.
member for Albert had stated that Parlia-
ment was not on the same level as in
earlier days, I wondered what the hon.
member mearnt. Whether he meant it from
an intellectual, a moral, or a social point
of view, T was at a loss to understand. I
recognise that the seventy-two members of
this House are all men of the world, more
or less, and some of us have probably risen
from humbler conditions of life than others,
but we are all human. Whatever the sins of
the politician may be, T make bold to say
that, so far as character is concerned, the
members of this Chamber can hold their own
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with the average members of the community.
All through my life, whether in politics or
outside, I have always placed a verr high
value on character, because, after all,
character still counts, and has some value.
Onc does not wish to squeal or to make any
personal reference, still I think that, when
an hon. member, either inside or outside
the House, makes statements like those made
by the hon. member for Albert, he should
certainly have the courage of his convictions
and mention the individuals he is referring
to. At the same time, I do not know that
the hon. member for Albert will tally up
higher in that respect than any other hon.
member in this Chamber.

What I was particularly interested in with
regard to what was said outside is this: If
the behaviour of hon. members is to be
diseussed and their character is to be criti-
cised, I would remind the House of an inci-
dent which happened on the opening day of
this Parliament, on the right-hand side of the
Speaker’s chair. If any hon. member had
been there, he would have witnessed an
incident which I consider should not have
occurred. So much noisc was made by one
hon. gentleman during the reading of the
Governor’s Speech that we could not hear
what was being said, and the Speaker had
to pass the word along to quieten him down.
Hon. members can conclude who the hon.
gentleman was. Then thas hon. gentleman
goes outside and states that Parliament is not
on such a high level as it used to be, and is
being degraded. 1 claim that whatever our
politics are, taking hon. members as a whole,
the ability, standing, and character of hon.
members of this present Parliament—taking
them generally, mentally, morally, and in
every other way--are on as high a level as
in any other Parliament that I know of or
in this Parliament when I first entered it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I have
followed what has been said by hon. members
on both sides with a very great deal of
interest. and I can agrec with a very great
deal of what has besn said, although not
with all of it. I quite agree that members
are criticised by persons outside—and it
does mnot apply only to this Parliament,
because it has cxisted ever since I entered
public life. There is no doubt that a great
number of our supporters outside—I do not
mean those who are directly associated with
us individuaily in our electorates—are prone
to express the feeling that members of Par-
liament do not count for very much. I
remember once travelling in from Coorparoo
by train and meeting a medical man who
said, “ You arc all pretty well a bad lot.”
Then he used the oil can, and added, ‘ But
vou are the exception.”” (Laughter.) I
turned to him and said, “If we are such a
bad lot, is it not vour duty &s a citizen of a
great State to improve the condition of
things so far as your representstion is con-
cerned ?”’  After all, the representative of
every constituency to a very great extent
is a reflex of the people living in it. I have
no desive to reflect on any hon. member.
There are =ome who sit for constituencies
who would have no more chance of getting
in for certain other constituencies than of
flying, because they would not represent the
tipe of person in those constituencies. 1
think we are all agreed on that point. None
of us need throw stones, I am reminded
of One very much greater than any of us
who on one occasion said,  Let him that
is without sin among you cast the first stone” ;

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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and they went out one by one. I am afraid
that, if that suggestion were made to us,
we would find ourselves in the same position.

But, having said that, I want to add that
there is some criticism which is not quite

fair. For instance, I do not think the
criticisms of the press have been quite
fair. The press is like ourselves, but it has

the last say, and it is a wonderful say. It
is a very great thing to be able to say,
“We” and ‘““We” have the last say. I
think the press is fair, and no doubt the
public demand what the press gives them.
The hon. member for Normanby referred to
the big headlines which would appear to-
morrow morning if certain remarks were
thrown across the Chamber to-day; and we
must remember that the public outside do
make demands in that direction.

Mr. LigwgLyy: This morning the
“LCourier ” reported the speech of the hon.
member for Barcoo on the Land Bill in five
lines.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I have not even
been reported in five lines after I have
spoken for an hour, so I do not think that
fact counts for much.

Mr. LiewrLen: Don't
more than that?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It may be that
what I said was not worth reporting—it is
just as well to be candid—but I have been
1(")01.0(} in this way:—“ Mr. Barnes al<o
spoko (Laughter.) 'That is even wors
than the treatinent meted out to the hon.
member for Barcoo, to which reference has
just been made. I want to get back to the
big point that has been raised. I hope that
{ shall not be misunderstood in a,n\thmg
that I say this morning, bec‘ume I take it
that this 1s a time when members of Parlia-
mmlt bave a right to cxpress themselves,
se long as they "o so within the Stand'ng
Orders.

The hon. member for Bundaberg made the
<tfx1onmpt that Pariiament has not deterio-
rated. Perhaps, taking man for man, it
may not have deteriorated to any great
extent; but, in my opinion, the conduct
of this Parliament has deteriorated. I should
be man cnough to say that, because I
believe that is the position. I want to draw
the attention of the House to another fact,
so that it possibly may be remedied. There
are some parts of this building which indicate
that the character which has been dnec‘tmg
the affairs of this Parliament has been
utterly neglectful of the finer th.n%—the
things that go to build up charaster.

Mr. LrzwerLyx : Why not be more explicit?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: None of us can
say that we are without sin. At least I
know of onme man who cannot, and 1 know
it particularly well, and that is myself. But
let us be ])mfectly frank, and get behind
the scernies f01 a while if you like.

At 11.50

Mr. RIOWDA\: (Hurl ¢), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Pollock
in the chair.

Hoxn. W. . BARNES: I make bold to
say this morning—I am not referring to
any individual—that somehow or other we
have failed to live up to the very high
ideals that wo should have. I believe that
the majority of hon. members are just as
zealous on one side as the other not only

[Hon. W, E. Barnes.
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to serve the people, but to set up a high
standard. Like the hon. member for Bunda-
berg, I am a senior member of the House—
though I had a dismissal once—and I wish
to impress upon members that we have a
solemn duty cast upon us as representatives
of the people to set a high standard. The
hon. member for Bundaberg struck a strong
note this mo1n1ng when he said that character,
whether it be here or anywhere else, is what
stands the test. If we—take the hon. mem-
ber for Wynnum, if you like—failed in the
past to make the standard as high as it
should be, it is our duty as represenhtlvﬂs
guiding the public—we do guide them—to
attend to that matter. You cannot in vour
own business do something that is wrong
without immediately leading your staff in
the same direction. The same thing applics
to Parliament. R’fany members, no doubt,
will not agree with me, but the details of
life work cut in that way. It is our duty
to set a high ideal, and see to it that some
of these things which are thrown across the
Chamber is not confined to this side—
do not occur. I repeat with all earnestness
that there have becn things thrown from the
Ministerial benches which have not been
helpful either to the dignity or to the good-
ness of the State or Parliament of Queens-
land. and have justified some of the remarks
which have been made in that direction,

Mr. POLLOCK

(Gregory): As one of
those responsible for the conduct of the
debates in this House, it would be only a
fair thing for me to say a word or two fo
the public outside in response to this appar-
ently general criticism that the tone of
Parliament has deteriorated. I am not going
to endeavour to cover the same ground as

vas covered by the Premier, but I want to
pomt to cne or two mtemahnﬂ facts. I
have been Deputy Speaker and Chairman
of Committees of this Asserubly for over
four years, and I was Temporary Chairman
of Committees for three vears, and during
the whole of that time I have found it
necessary to name only two men, both of
whom were named for very minor offences
indecd. Quite possibly under different cir-
cumstances both these men might not have
becnn named. It goes on shew that, if you
have only two such expericnces in scven
vears, then no other Parliament in the world
can claim that it is as well behaved as
this Parliament. No other Parliament in
the world can claim that record. It is fair,
then, to qaote that as a reply to those poopTe
who are always :a*mg that Parliament is
going to the bad. Parliament is not going
to the bad. Tarlia mont is an aggregation
of seventy-two men drawn from all parts
of the State. They are men of different
tempers; some aro rot always able to govern
their tempers. You find such men in every
community «f men. We are not all free
from that sort of thing; and, when you get
them «itting here for four days a week
arguing interminably on dlffelert subjests,
it is a wonder to me that thev do not lose
their tempers more frequently than they do.

Mr. Ferricks: And sitting double days,
tco.

Mr. POLLOCK : That is what I am par-
ticularly referring to. I confess that, after
sitting in the Chamber for ten hours a day
uatenmg to arguments, some good and some
bad—and 1 say that without casting a reflec-
tion on anybody-~one is likely to lose control
of himself.
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Hon. W. H. Barwes: While you are sitting
in the chair you are able to listen to
some very interesting things. (Laughter.)

My, POLLOCK: One is able to look at
matters from a different angle. The point
I want to make is that all members of this
Assembly are well behaved. Outside of those
two suspensions, which, as I said, might
have bcen averted and were not for very
serious offences at all, I have never found
members of this Assembly other than very
well behaved, always obeying the call to
order, and Conductmg themselves as men
should conduct themsolves. I can say no
more in that regard.

I want to point out that the press, which
is responsible for much of this loose talk
about the deterioration of Parliament, is
mostly responsible for this idea, and with
very little justification. As I sald a man
sitting in the chair gets a different angle
of the debate from probably any other man
in the Chamber. That is probably because
he has to dissociate himself, as far as pos-
sible, from party politics. © I have heard
some splendid speeches delivered by members
on both sides during my term of occupancy
of the chair, I have always found, without
exception, that the member who ‘makes a
good, thoughtful, constructive, and well-pre-
pared speech is given about a dozen lines in
an obscure part of the paper, and the
member who casts an epithet at some other
hon. member receives prominent headlines
across the chief page.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. POLLOCK : That in itself is an indi-
cation of just how much the press ought to
alter its attitude. ‘I do not believe 1t will
alter its attitude. I believe that the press
publishes this sort of stuff because the public
taste, and not PParliament, is deteriorating.
The pul Jic pays for that sort of stuff. It wants
it If it did not want it the plew would not

publish it. The public always lil kes a little
bit of fight. It likes to hear of people
abusing cnc another. Peonle will go to

vaudeville shows of questionable cheracter
and turn a recal good clean show down. In
my opinion, the allegation that Parliament
is deteriorating is born of the fact that the
public taste is deteriorating, and the press
itself is catering to that deplaved public
taste, I know that what I am saying is true,
and that this Parliament compares much
more than favourably with any other Parlia-
ment that I have read about, and certainly
much more than favourably with any other
Parliament I have seen in action.

Mr. KING (Zogen): I have listened with
a good deal of interest to the views of the
various speakers, and I, too, hold the view
that the capabilities of public men of the
present day show no detericration compared
with what they were in the good old days we
often hear or read about.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: About a
vear ago they dug up something in Mesopo-
tamia, which was supposed to be 2,000 years
old, which referred to the good old days.

Mr. KING : Everyone talks about the good
old days, just as hon. members opposite talk
about the * bad old days.” A good deal of the
loose talk that has taken place lately about
the deterioration of Parliament might per-
haps be due to the fact that people compare
the Parliament of to-day with the Parlia-
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ment of olden days, when members gave their
services in a voluntary capacity.
At 12 noon,

The Cuarrman ofF CovMITrees (Mr.
Gregory) resumed the chair.

Mr. KING: The job of the member of
Parliament is now looked upon as a profes-
slon.

Mr. Hyngs : Why should it not be?

Mr. KING : Exactly! I am not quarrelling
with that at all. I have said before that it
is just as good a profession as any other pro-
fession. I am not finding fault with that,
but, because we are paid for our services, our
services are looked upon as being of less value
than they were years ago when they were
given without remuneration. That is the
reason why we are criticised now by the
public and to a large extent by the press.

With regard to the dignity of Parliament
and the control which should be exercised
by members of Parliament when they meet
in this Assembly, I have always been one of
those who have tried to uphold the dignity
oi the House as far as possible, and to see
that there should not be any of that unneces-
sary crossfiring which does take place at
times. Interjections, when they deal with
hasiness before the House, are not objection-
able; but I do object to innuendoes being
ﬁunvf across the floor by one member to
another. I'am nob blaming any particular
side at tho. present time, but I know the
Opposition do feel a,ggue\ed at certain innu-
endoes that come from the other side. Only
the other day we had a scene which was not
at all ecreditable. The hon. member {or
Wynnum was named for casting a personal
reflection on the Premier. His statement was
that the Premier had been the one tc blame
for the loss of the dignity of the House,

The Premier: That is
mildly.

My, KING: That is what the hon. member
was charged with—a personal reflection on
the Premier.

The Previer: I did not care.

Mr. KING: Of course the hon. gentle-
man did not care. But at a later stage the
hon. gentieman got up and talked about this
man O’Brien, who, he said, was a scoundrel
and a cummal and yet he wanted to
associate every ‘member” of the Opposition
with that man.

The Preuer: I did not want to do that.
*Mr. KING: But you did it.

Pollock,

putting it very

The Premier: He is circulating your
literature.
Mr. KING: That is what we object to.

The Premier knew perfectly well that he
had no right to connect the Opposition with
that man.

The Preaigr: There is a letter on the file
from the hon. member for Kurilpa urging
consideration for this man.

Mr, 'Ry : You read the letter
it if you do not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. KING : There is nothing in the letter
at all. There was nothing in any of the
letters from members of the Opposition.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
would ask the hon. member not to continue
on those lines.

I will read

Mr. King.]
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Mr. KING: What we object to is these
innuendoes from the other side of the House.
We had one the other day thrown at the
hon. member for Mirani. The hon. member
for Townsvilla accused the hon. member for
Mirani of setting fire to a sawmill, and,

when he was asked to withdraw and
apologise, he said, I admit that I am not
certain whether he set fire to it for the

purpose of getting the insurance or not.”

There is not a scintilla of truth in the
statement.
The PreuiEr: Be fair. What did the

member for Mirani say?

Mr. XING: The hon. member for Mirani
said nothing that he could be made to with-
draw. In fact, I did not hear him say
anything to which exception could be taken.

The Premir: He suggested that the
meraber for Townsville was associated with
the burning of cane when he was a union
organiscr.

OpposrTion MEMBERS : He did not.

2Ir. KING : That is not so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Order! I would ask the hon. member not
to deal with particular cases.

Mr, KING: This debate will do no harm,
and 1 hope it will be the means of bringing
about a better understanding on: both sides.
The Opposition object to these innuendoes,
and I hope they will be dropped.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): A most
interesting subject has been raised in the
debate this morning—that is, the dignity
of Parliament as an institution, and the
alleged deterioration of Parliament as an
institution and of its members in general.
Those who criticise Parliament do it from
various points of view. There is the type
of individual who has failed to get into
Parliament, and consequently has not a very
high opinion of those who obtained prefer-
ment over him, There are other types who,
having got into Parliament, have mot
attained that preferment which they think
their qualities demand,

Then there is the general type of pessimist
who assumes that nothing to-day is as good
as 1t was in the past. We find questions
such as these heing canvassed all over the
place: ““ Are the young people of the present
day as good as they were in previous genera-
tions?”’  ““Is there a deterioration in the
manhood or womanhood of the race at the
present time?” These questions have been
asked in every gencration, .and there are
people who take a pessimistic view and say
that things are going to the dogs. Personally
I believe that progress is being made in
every avenuc of human activity. I believe
that the people of the present generation are
as good as, if not better than, the people of
previous generations; and I certainly believe
that the womanhood and youth of our nation
compare favourably with similar types at any
other stage in human history. Progress mush
be made if civilisation is going to be main-
tained. People living in the hurly-burly of
iife and coming in contact with the prob-
lems of life are liable not to be able to
estimate accurately the progress that is being
made. I believe that mankind is struggling
ever upwards and attaining a higher level
every year. If we believed otherwise, what
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would be the use of advocating any reforms?
Man must climb upwards if civilisation is

_to be maintained and human life to be worth

while. Parliament is an institution that
should jecalously guard its reputation in the
public mind. Any attempt to undermine
the authority or standing of Parliamen: in
the public mind should be resisted in every
possible way. Parliament is the supreme
authority in the nation. Kvery individual,
male or female, who attains the age of
21 years is entitled to clect representatives
to Parliament. That is a principle that has
been obtained as the result of agitation in
the past. Our forefathers fought strenuously
to obtain those advantages for the people,
and we should cherish and value them. We
enjoy free conditions in Quecensland and Aus-
tralia under our Constitution. The manhood
of other countries have dyed the soil with
th#ir blood in their endeavour to obtain those
parliamentary rights, which are, in Aus-
tralia, taken as a matter of course. Parlia-
ment 1s the expression of public opinion.
We, through our parliamentary institutions,
can obtain for our people anything we are
brave enough and good enough to accomplish.
Consequently any attempt to depreciate the
value of Parliament to the people of the
State is something that should be viewed
scriously and resisted in all possible ways. I
personaily believe that the Parliament of
Queensiand compares favourably with those
in other States of Australia or elsewhere.
As other speakers have pointed out, Parlia-
ment is not a Sunday school or & picnic.
It is not a place where people get up with
the objeet of flattering one another. It is
an arena wherc men endeavour to solve
grave questions which affect the people as
a whole. Parliament at the present day
deals with every avenue of human activity.
Who ciin deny that the conditions of Parlia-
ment are entirely different from what they
were as recently as twenty years ago? At
one time the function of Parliament was
strietly limited—very little was expected of
it—but to-day there is no question affecting
the economic or social welfare of the people
that has not got into the parliamentary
arena; consequently, greater activity is
required on the part of members. The prob-
lems we have to deal with require greater
and more searching study than was the case
in the past. The responsibilities and rami-
fications of government have extended to such
an oxtent that things have become increas-
ingly difficult. The point I wish to make is
that there has always been a tendency for
people to become pessimistic and assume
that things are not as good as they were in
their younger days.

If we were to get a true perspective of the
progress which is taking place in Quecnsland
and Australia, I believe that we would
realise, despite our difficulties and trials and
reverses, that we are gradually forging ahead.
That is necessary, and it is the function of
Parliament to cultivate that tendeney.
Much has been accomplished, but much yet
remains to be done, and it is the duty of
cvery member of Parliament to the full
extent of his capacity to study all the prob-
lems of societr and contribute his quota
towards their solution.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I am very pleased to
sce that hon. members have been looking in
the looking-glass this morning and seeing
themselves as they are, and that they have
decided that they are living on a very high
plane and are going to stay there. I hope
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ihat is going to be the motto of the Parlia-
ment of Queensland in the future, whatever
it has been in the past. I hope that the
Standing Orders will be carried out according
to the usual procedure, and not according to
something I have here. The other dav an
hon. member said something when making a
speech, and I made some reply I have here
the 1u1ingr of the Temporary Chairman., I
want hou. members to hear this because it
is in conflict with other rulings given from
the Chair, and it proves to me that we
need to ha\'e more uniformity.

The DEPTUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
only occasion on which the hon. member can
discuss a ruling from the Chair is at the
time the incident occurs. 1 cannot allow
him to discuss it now.

Mr. FRY: I did not do so then, for
obvious reasons—the temper of the Committee
was not good at the time. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You are
an authority.

Mr. FRY: The hon. gentleman is always
interjecting, and, as he was Chairman of
Committees for a time, he knows that inter-
jections arc disorderly; but I am prepared
to sit for an examination on the procedure
and rules of Parliament if he will do like-
wise. ILet us sec whether he has the power
and mental ability to assimilate the rules.
1 hope that Parliament will set a high stan-
dard and maintain it, and that hon. members
will not suggest that soma ulterior motive is
behind what other hon. members do. - If we
regarded overy man as being worthy of his
position in Parliament and he regulated his
conduct to conform with that standald there
would not be any need for us to use the
looking-glass. 1 hope that the Premier as
Leader of the House—as such he is respon-
sible for its conduct—will set an example
for all of us to emulate, If he does that,
we shall be all right; if he does not, he
cannot complain about anybody else who
follows him. It is true, as the Premier said,
that I was sitting within a foot or two of
the hon. gentleman during an incident which
took pldce at the House of C,ommonb, but
that body is not controlled in exactly the same
way as this House. Probably its constitu-
tion iz different; but the fact remains that
in the House of Commons members them-
sclves take charge of the order of the House
to a greater extent than we do. The
Speaker of the House of Commons certainly
nas control, but, with six hundred odd mem-
bers, 1nte1_]ertlons are frequent. In the
incident 1 rofer to some member made a
statement, and other hon. members, instcad
of waiting for the Speaker to check him, at
once bcgan to cry “Otdcr"’ which imme-
diately caused retahat;on We must control
our own affairs in the bost interests of the
House and of the country. I, for one, am
prepared to join the Premier in mamfamlng
the highest standard. I claim the right to
follow “the hon. gentleman, for, althouqh he
is not mx pohtlf‘al Ieadel he is the leader
of this House, and, after considering the
whole conduct of this House and of the
House of Commons, I am of the opinion that
much depends on its leader. When the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, Mr.
Baldwin, spoke, he got the respect of all
parties. I heard also the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, and
certainly neither of those men was mterrupted
in the way speakers are interrupted here;
so that in more ways than one the conditions
are quite different,
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The other day some reference was made to
a man named O’Brien, and the reference
caused quite a controversy. During the dis-
cussion to-day the Premier interjected that
there was a lctter on the file from the hon.
member for Kurilpa. 1 asked if he would
read the letter, but the hon. gentleman said
there was nothmg in, it. Of course, there
was nothing in it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. FRY: I have a copy of the letter
here, and would like the permission of the

Chair to read it.

Mr. KsRR: You are entitled to read it
after what has been said.

Mr. FRY: Mr. Deputy Spealer,
your permission to read the letter?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No; the
matter is not connected with the resolution
before the House.

Mr, FRY : That brings me to my point of
complaint—the Premier can mention these
things, but we cannot reply.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
There is a proper place for all matters to be
dealt with in this House, and abundant
opportunity is given to every hon. member.
There is still a resolution to be conmdﬁned on
the

have I

which the matter referred to by hon.

member can be discussed.

Mr. FRY: I do not wish to pursue the
subject, but, like yourself, Mr. Pollock, I
am anxious to see that Parliament is an
example to the rest of the State. We should
lcad the State in public thought and public
matters, dealing with essentials, and, as far
as possible, droppmg pcrsonahmes which are
the outcome of seeds sown in one quarter or
another. Everybedy knows that sometimes a
few hon. members will make up their minds
to irritate somebody, perhaps on this side—
and that is the befrn‘lrunO I have watched
it. I have been the butt of the steerage
party on the other side for quite a long time.
(Government interruption.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
would remind the hon. member for Kurilpa
that there is no such thing as a steerage
party.

Mr. Farnern: This is the man who lectures
us on the conduet of Parliament.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! T ask
the hon. member for Kurilpa to withdraw
the expression.

Mr. FRY : I withdraw the remark. I have
for a long time been the butt of some hon.
members opposite. That is where the
trouble originates, and if it is dropped there
will be no mneed to criticise Parliament, as
has been done. We can then look in the
looking-glass and be well satisfied to follow
the advice of the hon. member for Bowen.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would
remind the hon. member for Kurilpa that
the dignity of this House could be much better
maintained hy the use of parliamentary
language, and by referring to things in
parliamentary terms.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): The speech of
the hon. member for Wynnum emphasised
the very old-established fact that as we get
up in years nothing modern is as good as the
things in the early days. I do not say that

Mr. Bruce.]
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with any special reference to the hon.
member for Wynnum, because I, even at my
age, find myself occasmna.lly saying that
thlnds now are not as good as they were in
my early ddVS and perhaps in twenty to
thirty years’ time, when delivering an address
from’ this side of the House I shall be telling
the then members of Parliament -of the
wonderful politicians there were in 1927. In
the earlier Parliaments there were oppor-
tunities for more florid speeches and more
oratory than there is to-day. The Parlia-
ment of to-day is largely an exchange house
for the business of the State. If we had a
Disraeli, a Pitt, a Fox, or a Burke in this
House to-day, he would not get a hearing.
He would not deal with the practical busi-
ness with which we have to deal in the
Parliament of Queensland. The few brawls
and clashes that have occurred in this House
are nothing compared with the clashes that
occurred in the past history of this Parlia-
ment. I have been here for four or five
vears, and, although I have heard certain
remarks thrown across the Chamber, I have
not witnessed any physical clashes either
inside or outside the building. The trouble
did not come to anything. Probably the
members, who at the time might have been
a little hot-blooded. met later in the day and
tried to decide which was in the wrong.
During my four or five years the dignity
and decorum of this Parliament has been
remarkably good—the members being quite
a peaceful bedy of citizens. I think we are
a very peaceful lot of citizens. 'The hon.
members for Bundaberg and Wynnum no
doubt well remember some of the incidents
that took place in the early days of this
Parliament., T am propared to say that the
way in which legislation is handled by this
Parliament is equal to, if not greater than.
the capamtv shown in handling legislation
either In past Parliaments of Queo‘lsland or
in the Parliaments of other States. The
(L\\u\(tllull LI L Il’L/ Ut'UllAIU. Ol fdllldul(“hb
is not what it should be, and that the dig-
nity and abilitv of earlier days are not
maintained, is entirely incorrect.

Mr. HYNES (Zownseills): 1 am firmly of
the opinion that the conduct of Queensland
parliamentarians compares fay owrablv with
that of pm] amentarians in any other part
of the world. Wo compare favourably in
the matter of dccorum with anv other Parlia-
ment.  One has only to rve ad the reports
in the daily press regarding scenes VV}U(‘")
take 'plam in the House of Commons and
of how the Speaker, owing to the chaos that
sometimes prevails during a heated debate,
is obliged to leave the chair. The Speaker
in this Parliament has never had to do that.

The SecrrrsarY ror Prsiic Works: Only
on one occcasion.

Mr. HYNES: As the hon. member for
Gregory stated, during the four years he
has occupied the position of Chairman of

Committees two members only have been
named by him for misbehaviour. He also
made reference to the fact that the seventy-

two members in this Chamber were drawn
frem all parts of the State, and that they
represented  different schools of thought,
different interests, and are men ¢f varying
temperaments.  Notwithstanding that, we
find that the dcbates are carried on in a
decorous manner. There are times. when
interjections are flung across the Chamber,
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and I know that I am as prone to that
as any other hon. member.

Mr. KEeLso: You are pretty good at it.

Mr. HYNES: Interjections I have made
have in some cases been brought about by
some scurrilous reference to myself by hon.
members opposite.

Mr. EpwarDs: Don’t excuse yourself.

Mr. HYNES: Some reference has been
made during this debate to an incident that
took place in this Chamber during the
consideration of the Rural Fires Bill. Tho
bon. member for Mirani on that occasion
took exception to an interjection I made to
the effect that he had burned down a sawmill
for the insurance. IHon. members opposite
have resurrected that during this debate.
The trend of the discussion this morning
was to show that I was in the wrong, und
that I had no justiiication for making the
remark. I am only human, the same as
any other person, and I resented the nasty
inference made about myself by the hon.
member for Mirani, without any provoca-
tion prior to my maklng the interjection in
question, that I, in my capacity as an indus-
trial organiser "of the Australian Workers
Union, connived at the imnalicious burning
of sugar-cane in his electorate. It is very
rarely that disorder has occurred in this
House. I desire to deprecate the attitude
of some members of Parliament outside who,
in after-dinner speeches, teH some story of
which the paihamontauan is the butt. The
person who does that has generally reached
that stage in life whom the immortal bard
describes in these words—

“With fair
capon lined.”

Such  members speak disparagingly of
members of TParliament, and refer to
the lack of dignity shown in this Cham-
bor, That savours verv much of the
bird touling 1ts own nest. A mem-
ber of Parliament should at all times use
his best endeavours to pretect the good
name of hon. members. We find the matter
developing to such an extent that sccond-
class vaudeville shows make parliamentarians
the buit of their coarse humour, and the
thing is passed by without any objection
by Parlisment because it has no power to
o‘mect

round belly with good

Members of Parliament are as honourable
qu as digpificd in the carrying out of their
duties as any other members of scciety. The

bohaviour of members of this
(12.30 p.m.] Chamber compares favourably

with the behaviour of any other
mofeﬁmonal class in the community. Mem-
bors of Parliament usually are men who
can restrain themselves, and are men of
temperate Labits. One has only to take into
copsideration the very small receipts at the
refreshment bar to understand that, generally
speaking, the seventy-two members of this
Parliament are men of very temperate habits.
Could you find seventy-two professional men
anywhere else who patronmise the bar less
frequently than members of Parliament
patronise their own refreshment bar, as
indicated by the rveceipts? I do not think
Parliament is dcteriorating. In the old
days, when members of Parliament were not
paid, there was nothing to dispute about.
They were all of one mind, as the party
system was not in existence, and Parliament
at that time was looked upon as a social
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club, and was used generally for that pur
pose. I resent any member of Parliament
speaking disparagingly of other members,
either outside or inside Parliament. They
should defend the dignity of Parliament as
far as possible in their public speeches. 1
rose to try to induce those people who have
a tendency to disparage. Parliament to cease
doing so, end to point out to them that they
themselves are bringing about the very state
of things to which they object. It is they
who bring Parliament into disrepute, and
cause the people to think that the tone of
Parliament is deteriorating.

Resolution (Legislative Assembly) agreed
to.

Resolution 9—¢ Premier and Chief Secre-
tary’s Department—Chicf Office ’—

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): 1 should like fo
bring before the notice of the Premier the
case of a public officer who retired last year.
It is a very hard case, and I should like
briefly to recapitulate the facts. The officer
concerned, Mr. W. T. Jack, had a long and
gplendid record in the service for thirty-
seven years. For reasons of his own, in
March, 1926, he resigned from the service,
less than twelve months before the time he
would have had to retire under the regula-
tions of the service. Up to the year 1813
he had a gratuity of £131 for long service
accruing to him. Mr. Jack made applica-
tion for that money, to which he thinks he
is entitled although it may be said legally,
according to the regulations, he should have
scrved the full time before being entitled to
it. Since that time Mr. Jack has obtained
a situation which will probably last for
three years, as he is supervising the erection
of the Citr Town Hall, and I want to
impress on the Premier that, if a gentleman
leaves the service for the sake of bettering
himself within onz year of the time of his
retirement, it seems very hard that the regu-
lation will not perinit of some consideration
being given to him. I do not propose to
read the correspondence, but will just refer
to it. In May he recived a letter from the
management of the Public Service Super-
annuation Board regretting that the amount
of gratuity which had accrued up to 30th
June, 1913, could not be paid to him, but
that he would have been eligible to receive
the amount had he remained in the service
until he was retired. Mr. Jack replied that,
notwithstanding the ruling given, he con-
sidered he was morally entitled to the
gratuity, and he also said this—

«“I understand that officers who are
contributing to  the Public Service
Superannuation Fund have been allowed
to pay premiums by having them set off
against the amount of accrued gratuity
—thus obtaining the benefit of the
gratuity—before it became payable.

«“In my case I have paid all my pre-
miums to the superannuation fund in
cash, although the amount of my gratuity
had acerued up to 1913.

«“If I had taken advantage of the
practice to which I have referred, 1
should have obtained the benefit of the
gratuity which I had earned, but to
which it is now stated I am not entitled.”

e asked for a review of the matter, and
got a letter, dated 6th August, 1926, stating
that the board regretted that the provisions
of the Public Service Superannuation Act
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of 1912 did not permit of the payment to
him of a retiring gratuity or any proportion
thercof. Mr. Jack replied on 16th August,
1926, acknowledging receipt of the letter of
6th August, and stating that he regretted the
decision of the board. This is his letter—

“This decision of the board is to be
much regretted, as perhaps in terms of
legality I may not be entitled to the
gratuity, which I claim morally I should
be paid after a faithful service of thirty-
seven years.

“The terms of the Public Act referred
to, I am confident, were never intended
to apply to an officer of such lengthy
service who, within a few months of
compulsory retirement, resigned to avail
himself of a position which would give
occupation for a longer period.”

That is part of the correspondence. I would
askk the Minister who is representing the
Chief Secretary to give this matter considera-
tion. I am not arguing that from a legal
point of view Mr. Jack has a right to this.
It may be, and probably is, that the regula-
tions laid down in a hard-and-fast way
what should be done, but it is only fair
that the Cabinet should consider the gquestion.
This gentleman, after thirty-seven years’
service, had a sum of £131, not accruing
from year to year, but which had accrued
as at the year 1913, and which, if he had
liked, he could have allowed to be used to
meet his superannuation payments, He did
pot do that—he paid his superannuation
payments in cash. Mr. Jack has a very good
case for the sympathetic consideration of
the Government, and the Premier, after
going into the matter, might see his way to
meet him. If it cannot be done out of the
Public Service Superannuation Fund, I would
suggest that it might be done out of some
contingent vote, recognising, not exactly the
legality of the claim, but the fact that Mr,
Jack had strong moral ground for considera-
tion in view of his thirty-seven years’ service.
At. 1240 p.m.,

The SpPEAXER resumed the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): The case
referred to by the hon. member for Nundah
is one to which I have personally given some
attention. Mr. Jack was a very capable
officer of the Department of Public Works
during the period 1 was in charge of the
department. Personally, I regret that he
thought fit to retire from the service and
take up another appointment with the City
Council. He gave good service to the Go-
vernment, being thoroughly qualified in all
branches of building construction and being
a thoroughly capable and painstaking officer.
Tt is to be remembered that the Public Ser-
vice Superannuation Fund was established
by a previous Government and has been
continued up o the present time. Payments
from the fund are made to public servants
when they retire on reaching the age limit,
it is a form of insurance against the time
when a man reaches the age limit and is
compulsorily retired. Mr. Jack retired
before the age limit was reached. He
realised that in a few years he would have
reached the age limit. He was able to
obtain ‘another position outside in regard
to which there was no age limit, and the
conditions of which appeared favourable to
him, Therefore, the question of a retiring
allowance to enable a man to live after he

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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reaches the age limit does not enter into this
case. However, as I said, Mr. Jack wrote
to me personally, and I had the case com-
pletely reviewed, as the Premier also had
done on a previous occasion. The Govern-
ment have a very high regard for this officer.

The matter was investigated by the Pre-
mier and later on by me, at Mr. Jack’s
solicitation. He left the service as an officer
of the Department of Public Works on
1st March, 1926, his resignation having been
accepted by Executive Council on 25th
February ot that year. On 18th March of
the same year, Mr. Jack made application
to the Public Scrvice Superannuation Board
for a refund of his annuity payments, and
a cheqgue therefor was sent to him on the
28th of the same month, so that his payments
were refunded. He then made oral inquiries
as to why he was not beiug paid his retiring
gratuity. and on the 12th April he was
advised by the manager of the Public Ser-
vice Superannuation Fund that the Public
Service Superannuation Act made provision
for the payment of retiring gratuities in
those cases only where the contributor was
entitled to such gratuity under the Public
Service Act and regulations. A gratuity
was not payable under the Act and regula-
tions lo any officer who resigned from the
service to accept other employment, and a
reply was sent that it was much regretted
that the retiring gratulty was not payable
to him. On the 25th of the same month,
Mr. Jack replied that he could find no
provision in the Public Service Act and
regulations stating that such a gratuity was
ot payable to au officer who resigned from
the public service to accept other employ-
ment, and he thercfore renewed his applica-
tion for a retiring gratuity, as gratuities
were presumably given for long and faithful
service.  On 10th May, 1926, the manager
of the Public Service Superannuation Fund
advised Mr. Jack that the Crown Solicitor
had ruled that contributors to the Public
Service Superannuation Fund who volun-
tarily resigned from the service could not
claim against the fund for the amount of
gratuity as at 30th June, 1913; and, in the
circumstances, the board much regretted
that they were unable to pav to him the
gratuity for which he would have been
eligible had he remained in the service until
he was retired therefrom. That is the ruling
given by the Jate Mr. Justice McCawley
when Crown Solicitor, and there is no doubt
at all that the opinion is sound in law.
The Goverrment do not control the Public
Service Superannuation Fund, and, as a
Government, we are not in a position to make
ex gratia payments from it in the nature
of rewards. It is a fund to which the
members of the public service contribute,
and the Government have no right whatever
to give anything from that fund to anvbody
who is not entitled to it. The result of
my investigation may be summed up in
these words—

“ From the foregoing it will be seen
that Mr‘AJack was not entitled to a
gratuity in accor.dance with the terms
of the public service regulations in force
at 30th June, 1913, and in accordance
with the Crown Solicitor’s ruling the
board had no legal power to make a
payment to him.”

The boar;l have already repaid Mr., Jack
the annuity payments which he had con-
tributed to the fund.
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Superannuation, as I say, is a form of
insurance, voluntarily entered into as in the
case of Mr. Jack. He realised that he was
approaching the retiring age. He saw the
opportunity to get a better appointment—
ona in which the salary was suitable and
in which no retiring age was imposed. He
voluntarily resigned from the public service,
and automatically placed himself outside
the ambit of the Act under which the claim
is now made on his behalf by the hon.
member for Nundah.

Mr. KErLso: That has nothing to do with
it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It has all to do with it. He is asking for
a gratuity, and I am pointing out that
there is wo means by which a gratuity may
be given unless it be an cox gratia payment
from the consolidated revenue.

Mr., KeLso: Well, do that.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::

Is the hon. member serious? Does he wang
me to do that?

Mr. KwLso: You have got my answer.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member asked for information,
and I have outlined the position. If the
Government were to give a gratuity to Mr.
Jack out of consolidated revenue on account
of his services, voluntarily terminated by
himself, we would be setting a precedent
which would have to be followed in other
Would the hon. member suggest that
it should be done in all cases of men who
retire voluntarily from the public service?
One can easily see the difficulty into which
the hon. member’s suggestion would iead
us.  The hon. member knows as well as
¥ do that, on the case I have cited, there
arc no means whercby Mr., Jack’s request
can be acceded to. The Premier investigated
the matter himself-—took a personal interest
in the matter—and so did I on account of
my association with the officer when I
was Secretary for Public Works. I can
only repeat what the manager of the board
said—that it is regretted that his request
cannot be acceded to.

Mr. KERR (Fnroggera): I wish to support
the hon. member for Nundah in connection
with this matter, Here we have an officar
with thirty-seven years’ service paying into
the superannuation fund, and on retiring ho
is repaid the amount of his premium. Hse
i+ then placed outside the benefits attached
to contributions to the superannuation fund.

The Secrerary For AcrictiLTURE: The
main point is that he left to improve his
own position.

Mr. KERR: Mr. Jack had thirty-seven
years’ service, and was entitled to extended
leave. At one period of his service he had
availed himself of exterded leave. Had he
not been entitled to benefits under the super-
annuation fund, and had he remained in
the service for another twelve months, in
additon to the extended leave he would have
been entitled to a retiring allowance under
the Public Service Act. Having severed his
vight to any benefita from the superannuation
fund, he should be entitled to a vetiring
allowance from the consolidated revenue.
An officer of the public service iz entitled to
two concessions—first of all, to extended
leave. Mr. Jack availed himself of one
portion of his extended leave. After serving

G EOR,
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twenty-five years and reaching the retiring
age, he is entitled to a retiring allowance.
I understand that Mr. Jack has rot received
that. Mr. Jack is one of the straightest men
possible ; his gqualifications cannot be attacked
in any way; and he gave the very best
yoars of his life to the service. Had he
wished to be dishonest and submitted to the
Public Service Commissioner a medical certi-
ficate to the effect that he could no longer
continue in the service, the Commissioner
would have granted him a retiring allow-
ance equal to payment for six months’ ser-
vice. Then there would have been nothing
to prevent his taking the new position.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
suggest that a man should be rewarded for
being dishonest?

Mr. KERR: No; but there is the moral
side to this matter. I am not suggesting
that Mr. Jack would be dishonest.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
would not do it.

Mr. KERR: Of course he would not do
it, but, had he done so, he would have
received the allowance. Mr. Jack is a
straightforward man. He resigned from the
service within one year of retirement to
take up a position that probably might last
five years. In those circumstances would
he not have been foolish to remain in the
service for only twelve months when he had
the prospect of five years’ service in another
avenue? The Government should reconsider
the matter. I am not asking the Minister to
ignore the ruling given by the manager of
the Public Service Superannuation Board.
n"he - Government could very well pay an
allovance. I know from my own experience
in the “Railway Department that men have
’ otiring allowa,noe1 even when
i ave haidl a claim not nearly so strong
;}geih};tveofha&iﬁ Jack. I would like the
Minister to assur® the House that he will
go into the mattéX OfCe again fo see if
something cannot be paid in connection with
this just claim. Mr. Jack has no legal claim,
as the public service regulations are quite
clear on the matter; but his case is such a
good one that the Governor in (iouncil might
give further consideration to the matter. T
am quite satisfied that after Mr. Jack has
given thirty-seven years of the best part of
his life in the service of the Governmeit,
and in view of the extraordinary circum -
stances of his case, the Government would
be doing only a fair and reasonable thing
by reopening the case with a view to seeing
if something cannot be done for him.

Hon. W. . BARNES (Wynnum): I would
like to endorse what has been said by the
Minister as to the capabilities of Mr. Jack.
I had the privilege, when Secretary for Public
Works, of being associated with Mr. Jack,
and the remarks of the Minister as to his
capabilities can be fully sustained. The facts
of his case show that he could have utilised
the £131 gratuity, to which he would have
been entitled on reaching the age of sixty-
five years, in the reduction of his premiunms
to the superannuation fund; but he allowed
his gratuity allowance fo remain intact and
continued to pay his premiums as they
became due, unlike some other officers in
similar cases. After hearing the Minister,
no one would claim that Mr. Jack has a legal
claim to a gratuity, but I do think that he
has a moral claim. The Minister stated that
it was impossible to do anything in the matter
for fear of creating a precedent.

He
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1 said
that, if payment were made in this case,
similar cases, both past and future, would
have to be treated in the same way.

Hon., W. H. BARNES: I take it that the
Minister will see what has been done, and he
will then realise that that kind of thing has
been done previously. The Minister is wrong
in saying that a precedent would be estab-
lished 1f payment were made. It is some-
thing which has already been done.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not in
cases where a man leaves the service to better
his position.

Horn. W. H. BARNES: I want to argue
from that basis. Mr, Jack may have thought
that he was serving the State by leaving its
service a year before he was entitled to do
so, after having given it thirty-seven years
service. I ask the Minister to look at this
claim, not in the light of a legal claim, but
in the light of service and from the point of
view of equity, because it does seem to me
that Mr., Jack is entitled to the sympathetic
and practical consideration of the Minister.
My experience as a Minister was that the
Minister always does what he believes to be
right. I ask the hon. gentleman to look at
this case in that light, and to review the
claim made by the hon. member for Nundah
sympathetically.

Resclution (Premier and Chief Secretary’s
Department—Chief Office) agreed to.

2 pm]

Resolutions 10 to 37, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 38— Department of Public
Works—Services, Public Buildings ’*—

Mr, KELSO (Vundah): I wish to draw the
attention of the Minister to the lift accommo-
dation in the State Insurance building.
Those who have had occasion to use this
building frequently realise that it is a very
high building, in which a large number of
Government employees are engaged, and also
that it is largely used by the public. There
are only two lifts in the buwilding-—one at
the George street side and one at the Hliza-
beth street side—and, if inquiries were made
by the Minister as to the traffic on these
lifts, he would find that there is not sufhi-
cient accommodation at the present time for
public dse. I have frequently to go.to that
building. on public business, and in many
c2ses I have to wait a considerable time
owing to the fact that there is only one lift
on esch side. 1 suggest to the Minister that
he consider the guestion of putfing in an
extra :ift, especially on the Hlizabeth street
side. There are some hundreds of employees
in the building, and naturally no reasonable
number of lifts could cope with the traffic
in a few minutes; but I feel perfectly cer-
tain that, if the Minister makes inquiry, he
will come to the conclusion that it is advis-
able to make further provision to avoid the
congestion that takes place.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): The
inadeguacy of the lift accommodation in the
State Insurance building is well known io
the Government., That building was com-
pleted during my term of office as Secretary
for Public Works, and we made investiga-
tion into the question of lift accommodation
then, but it would require several structural
alterations, costing a good deal of money,

Hon, W. Forgan Smith.]
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fo provide further lifts. The building was
designed and the contract let in 1914 by the
Denham Government. The building was
started and well on its way before we took
office, and during the period it was under
ercetion building costs were at the peak, and
the Government did not feel justified in mak-
ing extensive structural alterations involving
additional expense. However, when I was
Secretary for Public Works we had a com-
plete check made of the amount of traffic on
these lifts, and, while at various periods of
the day members of the public may have to
wait for the lift sufficiently long to give time
to walk up several Hights of stairs, persons of
an impetuous temperament become impatient
and consider the time much longer than it
is. 1 wish to say that it would involve a
great deal of expenditure to put an addi-
tional 1ift in this building.

Resolution 38
Works—Services,
to.

- Resolutions 39 to 43, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Public
agreed

(Department  of
Public Buildings)

Resolution 44— Department of Justice’ —

Mr. KING (Logan): I would take the
opportunity of congratulating the Govern-
ment on the excellent appointment to the
Supreme Court bench of Mr. Justice Wool-
cock. Personally I have had a long acquaint-
ance with His Honour, who in his former
position of parliamentary draftsman had a
hig}i{ reputation for ability and capacity for
work.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He has
performed very excellent service to the public
of the State.

Mr., KING: Yes, and I am pleased to see
him appointed to the Supreme Court bench.
I trust that His Honour will have physical
strength to carry out his onerous duties on
the bench with just as much satisfaction as
he carried out his previous public dulies.
{(Hear, hear!)

I would like to refer to youthful criminals
who are brought before the court. The
Criminal Code prescribes that a child up
to the age of seven years is not criminally
responsible. A person under the age of
fourteen years is also not criminally respon-
sible unless he has the full capacity of
knowing that he is doing wrong. 1 notice
that i 15 provided under the State Childrer;
Act that the longest sentence a person under
the age of sixteen years can get is corjine-
ment in a reformatory until he reaches the
age of eighteen. Many children, especially
in Australia, are capable of crime at the
age of fourteen years; but, instead. of being
tried as ordinary adults, they sre tried and
sentenced to detention in a-reformatory till
the age of eighteen years, and no longer.
I understand that this extraordinary state
of affairs was brought under the notice of
the Department of Justice five or six years

ago by Mr. Justice Lukin in the case of a

half-caste. In that particular case I believe
the young fellow, who was sixteen or seven-
teen years of age, was found guilty of
murder, and the only sentence he could get
was deteution in a reformatory until he
reached the age of eighteen years. This
state of affairs should be remedied, and I
draw the attention of the Department of
Justice to the matter in the hope that it will
be remedied. I do not think it is wise that

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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anybody from fourteen to eighteen years of
age should be allowed to get off with a
short sentence like that for such an offence.
Detention in a reformatory until the age of
eighteen vears is not much of a deterrent.

I would also like to refer to the operation
The Jury Act Amendment
Act of 1923 removed the qualifications which
had hitherto been required on the part of
jurors, and also removed the special gqualifi-
cations for special jurors. Under that Act
¢very male elector between the ages of
twenty-one and sixty-five years and every
female clector between the ages of twenty-
one and sixty years is eligible to serve on
both civil and criminal Jjuries. Female
electors only become liable o serve upon
application to the principal electoral officer.
1 do not know whether any applications to
serve on juries have been made by females
or not; but, if not, I would suggest that the
Act should be amended so far as female
electors are concerned. Since the gualifica-
tions of jurors have been removed, simply
leaving the electoral qualification, there have
been many complaints made in connection
with this matter, and on one occasion the
circuit court at Innisfail was abolished.

The police do not seem to have favoured
the change to the present system, for I notice
that, at a conference of the Police Union,
veported in the * Standard”” of Thursday,
28th October last, a resolution was. passed
to this effect—

“That section 3 of the Jury Act be
amended soas to provide that all criminal
trials shall be heard with a jury 47
eleven qualified Eersons; that the decigion
arrived at by the majority of sugp jury
shall be taken as the verdich: hat such
verdict shall be ‘recordey "pby gecret
ballot; and, further, that the persons
eligible include aldermsin bank officials,
chemists, ~druggists. - Customs officers,
engine-drivers, ivspectars of schools,
ministers of religion mining managers,
public servants; ‘school teachers, mayors,
and town clerks:’?

It will be Seen that what might be called
the commpn jury has not proved satisfactory,
and, ifthat be so, how much more unsatis-
factyry must it be so far as special juries
are concerned. It seems to me that it would
“je far better to revert to the old system,
which gave much more satisfdction to the
Department of Justice and those who have
to do with administering the law.

I do not propose to discuss the electoral
rolls from the point of view of the “ faking”
of the rolls; but I want to draw the attention
of the’ House to the inequitable state of the
rolls so far as voting strength is concerned.
We have 80,259 electors returning eighteen
representatives, and 97,845 electors return-
ing only eleven representatives. Hon. mem-
bers will see at once that there is a big
disparity there which should be corrected.
Such an inequality should not exist in a
democratic country. According to the elec-
toral rolls, there are three electorates each
with more than 9,000 voters, and three with
fewer than 3,000 voters each. There are nine
electorates with more than 3,000 voters, and
twelve with fewer than 5,000 voters. There
is a very big disparity there, and, accord-
g to the quota provided for in the Elec-
toral Districts Act, about forty-three of the
State electorates are defective. Twenty-nine
of those electorates are either above or below
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the margin of the one-fifth divergence from
the quota which is allowed.  The votes in
cightein  constituencies  are worth neatly
double the votes in eleven others. On the
basis laid down in the Act as to the margin
above or below the quota, there may be a
difference of 2,548 between electorates. There
is a discrepancy of 7,498 electors between
Flinders with 2,395 clectors and Bulimba
with 9,643, and of 6,168 electors Dbetween
Charters Towers with 3,814 and Logan with
0582,  The discrepancy is so wide that I
want to draw the attention of the House
to i, and suggest that 1t should be removed.
I point to these figures, not to draw a com-
parizon between the representation of the
Attorney-General and myself, but between
his clectorate and the electorate of the hon.
member for Bulimba. In the present I’arlia-
ment twelve Oppesition members represent
97,557 clectors—an average of 8,130-—whilst
seventeen Labour members represent 80,550—
an average of 4,737, Those figures indicate
that there is a tremendous disparity between
the average numbrr of electors supporting
Governnient members and those who are
supporting Opposition members. It is my
duty to point this out, and to urge that the
public should be given an opportunity of
saying what sort of GGovernment they require.
Under the existing state of affairs they
have not that opportunity.

_ I take this opportunity of referring to the
innovation in the Magistrates Court in the
continuous sittings sanctioned by the Attor-
ney-General. Under the old system a litigant
might have a case for trial before a magis-
trate on a certain date, and, if the case did
not conclude on that day, it stood adjourned
for a week or a fortnight. Instead of per-
petuating that system, the Attorney-General
has permitted the inauguration of a system
whereby a case not finished on one day is
carried on the next day. That means a
very great saving to litigants in the way of
witnesses’ expenses, ete, I understand from
members of the legal profession that the
innovation. has been a decided success, and I
hope the Minister will allow it to continue.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): The only
matter to which I shall refer is the case of
a lad convicted at North Pine for stealing a
piece of wood. I brought the matter under
the notice of the Attorney-Gencral, who did
all he possibly could in the matter. I believe
the police were absolutely sympathetic with
the bor; but T understand there is no pro-
vision in the law allowing relief to this boy,
who was convicted and branded as a thief for
taking a stick of wood, the highest commer-
cial value of which, in the opinion of any
witncss, was onc shilling. The parents of the
boy and neighbours offered to pay this
amount to the owner of the piece of wood.
This lad required the picce of wcod for a
wireless pole. and went into a partly fenced
paddock for it. It would be an advantage if
all these poles were taken from this land,
which is a piece of wilderness. The boy took
only cne, but this bad-tempered, quarrelsome
owner summoned the bev, who was brought
before the magistrate. I hold that the magis-
trate was very much to blame for convicting
the bov. He was merely convicted, and no
punishment inflicted. He was a good lad,
well brought up. and he had no intention
whatever of stealing. He could have cut a
pole in another locality and no one would
have made any complaint. On this partly
fenced place nobody thought the boy was
doing any harm whatever, but this quarrel-
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some individual considered it his duty to
have him convicted.

Mr. Beprorp: The owner,
magistrate, was to blame.

Mr. WARREN : They were both to blame.
Mr. Beprorb: No.

Mr. WARREN : The owner of the piece of
wood should have been flogged. It is an
absolute disgrace for a man of his calibre to
have a conviction for stealing registered
against this lad in these circumstances. It
was an absolutely unjust and unfair stigma
to place upon the bov. The law should be
amended to permit of the quashing of convie-
tions of this nature, and I hope the Depart-
ment of Justice will even yet see if some
means cannot be found for clearing the
character of this boy.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I wish to refer
to the question of clectoral rolls. At the
general elections on 8th May, 1926, there were
484,212 names on the State rolls. The annual
rolls for 1927, which were compiled up to
31st Decomber, 1926, show the net enrolment
to bhe 458,779, or a decrease after the elec-
tions of 25,433. The State enrolment on
8th May, 1926, was 484,212, while the Com-
monwealth enrclment on 30th April, 1926,
was 449,061, which shows an excess enrol-
ment on the State rolls over the Common-
wealth 7rolls of 35,1561, According to the
1921 census, the proportion of adults to the
total population was 54.42 per cent. The
population of Queensland on 31st March,
1926, was 867,643, and, taking the above
proportion, the total number of adults in
Queensland on the 3ist March, 1926, was
472,171,  On this reckoning the State enrol-
ment on 6th May, 1926, was over 10,000 in
excess of the adult population.

and not the

I do not know whether sufficient care is
talten in the compilation of the State rolls,
but I do know that on the roll for my own
electorate therc is a large number of people
who have left the district for years and
vears. In three cases people who have been
dead for nine years are still on the roll. A
large number of people to-day are able to-
stop on the rolls, notwithstanding the fact
that they have no right to be there. It is
rather difficult to trace where they have
gone, and, unless you can prove that they
have enrolled on some other roll, their names
must stop on the roli indefinitely.

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL: That is not right.

Mr. MOORE: Well, they do stay on the
rolls for a very long period. As a matter
of fact, a man whom I cmployed and who
left my employ in 1916 in still on the roll.

Mr. W. Cooprer: Why don’t you get him
off 7 (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE : He vcied against me, but he
is still there.

The ATrORNEY-GENERAL :
for some other electorate?

Mr. MOORE: I do not even know where
he has gone. I do not care where he votes,
but it shows that the rolls are inflated.

The Atrroryev-Gexgrar: If he did not
vote at the last State election or the Federal
veferenda last year. then I guarantee that
his name is not on the rcll now.

M. MOORE: I have just quoted the fact
that, after the last State election, 25433
names were laken off the rolls. The time to-

My, Moore.]

Has he enrolled
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take these p.cople off is not after. but before,
an elutlon It is no use waiting till the

damage is done.

The ATTORNEY-UFNERAL: Surely vou under-
stand that it is only after an election that
we can ascertain whether electors are still
residing in the electorate!

Mr. MOORE: Why do you wait ten years
before cleaning the rolls?

The ArTorRNEY-GENERAL: We have cleaned
the rolls three times within the last three
years,

Mr. MOORE: The individual I just
referred to is still on the roll, notwithstand-
ing the fact that he has not been with me
since 1915,

The ArrorNey-GENERAL: That is only one
case in half a miilion votes.

Mr. MOORE: Because I pick out one
case only like that, it does not say that it
is the only case in Queensland. I can pick
out quite a number who have left the district
for a long period and are still on the rolls.
That is not as it should be.

As the hon. member for Logan said, the
distribution of the electorates is mest unfair.
There are twenty-nine members of the Oppo-
sition, who 1epresent 206,209 electors, while
the mtymree members of the Government
represent 252,570 electors. Kach member of
Ih“ Opposition, on the average, represents

110 electors, ws against 5,906 represented by
cach member on the Government side.

The Ar:0RxEY-GEN#RAL: What is the total
number of votes?

Mr. Copser: On_ the number of seats
securad, the Oppoesition have a majority.

The AtroaNey-GeNerat: That statement
hss been exploded.

2.0 pm.]

”7)("1?‘ The Iilectoral Districts Act
of 1010 provides for a quota (1/72 of total
enrohmont), but permits a margin of onefifth

ab"\'e »d below. The annual rolls for 1927
disclose the following position :—
¥ Queta,  6.372;  maximumn, 7,646;
minimum, 5,088,
,,,,, S ,‘_;,H,fv,¥,l [
— Gov:'rnmcnt.] Opposition,
!
Above the quota .. 17 18
Relow the quota . 26 11
43 | 29
Above the maximum .. l 10
Below the maximum .. 16 ‘ 2
17 ] 12

On the 1927 rolls there are twenty-nine elec-
torates outside the statutory limits. That
goes to show that the position of the rolls
and of the FElections Act as it is to-day is
not as satisfactory as it might be. When
vou find 25,435 names taken off the rolls
immediately after an election, there is some-
mm‘ wrong; and when you find that on
the Commonyealth rolls—which are pretty

well locoked after—there are 35,151 names
less than on the State rolls, it indicates
something wrong somewhere,

[Mr. Hoore.
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The Arrorney-Gaveran: The difference in
numbers on the two rolls is because the
Commonwealth has nor envolled all the
electors, while we have,

Mr. MOORE: When you find a discre-
pancy between 8th and 30th April of 85,151
names, it can hardly be accounted for by the
fuct that tha Commonwealth has not envolled
all the electors. The Commonwealth rolls
ave kept \\oudmfu‘ly clean, because they are
looked after by the permanent officials of
the various districts.  The postal officials
have a good deal to do in this matter, and,
when they find a man has left the districr,
it does not take them very long to write and
{ind out where he has gone.

The SrcRETARY ¥oR PusLic Works: They
do not write at all; they knock him off.

Mr. MOORE: Only the other day I got
a letter in regard to a man who had been
Wmng for me. Ide left a month ago, and
they wanted to kunow whether he had left
the district for good, or whether he was
coming back. 1t was not a question of knock-
ing im off the roll. They wanted to know
whether he should be kept on the roll or
not. When there is a ditfference of 35,151
between the two rolls inside of a few \\'eeks,
the enrolment is faulty, and it has been
proved to be faulty, because the Minister
himself has admitted that 25,433 names were
taken off the rolls immediately after the
clection. That shows that there were people
on the rolls who had no right to be there,
and the position is altogether unsatisfactory.

The TORNEY- GV\F“ AL (Fon. J.
)Iullun, .LI‘IIIZ(Z(’ s): The hon. member for
Logan referred to the appointment of Jr.
Justice Woolrock to bupLe ne Cours
beneh. I am very glad that the hon. mem-
ber uppucmtex lhe action of the Government
in appointing Mr. Justice Woolcock to that
position. That gentleman has had a long

and honourable caveer, notably in connec-
tion with the business of this Ilouse as
draftsman. He did that work exceptionaily

well, and I kuow of no duties that are cal-
cmar d better to (;ual fy bl for the position
he now holds, and 1 JOll’I with the hen. mem-
ber in the hope th it Mr. Justice Woolcock
will have a long and useful career. (Hear,
hear!)

The remarks of the hon. member in regard
to vouthful ecriminals have <ome’fh:nu in
them. According to the decisions of the courts,
ther canvot be committed to priscn. There
is certainly an anomaly there that needs
investigation, and all T can say is that I
shall go into the matier with the responsible
officers of my department and ses if that
anomaly cannot be removed.

The hen. member also referred to the jury
system, and from his remarks he would lead
one to believe that the present system is not
working satisfactorily. I am in a position
to know, perhaps, as well as anyone in
Queensland how that system works, and I
sav that it is working remarkably well, con-
~1deunrr that it was a new sy stem Jnvolvmg
fundamental changes in the whole jury
srstem of the State. The fact that something
happened at Innisfail is not in any way
condemnatory of the jury svstem. Indeed,
that incident could bave happened had there
been no change at all. As a matter of fact,
a similar thing did happen under the old
system. I would be ver v sorry to recemmend
to this House, at prmon’p at all events—what
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may happen in the future no one can tell--
that we should follow the recommendation of
the PPolice Union regarding majority verdiets,
as reported by the hon. gentleman. That is
1o new thing in Queensland.

On wwo occasions a Bill has been introduced
into this Parliament proposing to adopt the
principle of majority verdicts.  On both
occasions it passed through the Upper House,
but got no further than the initial stages
in this House, because there was a general
cousensus of opinion that it would not be
acceptable to the people of Queensland. The
hon. member pointed out that the system
was very difficult because of the wide fran-
chise which has been exercised in connection
with juries, particularly in connection with
special juries. I do not find the difficulty
which the hon. member speaks of, and,
when the Bill was going through the House
and I was advocating the abolition of this
special jury system. I pointed out that I
could never see why a man being tried
for his liberty was not entitled to as intelli-
gent a jury as a man whose property was
involved.

_ Mr. Moore: They are hoth entitled to
it
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They are

both entitled, in my opinion, to an equally
intelligent jury. Our jury systemm makes
towards that end. Ixcept for the little
{rouble we have had at Innisfail—and which
was taken in hand promptly by suspending
ihe jury system there on the recommenda-
tion of the judge—-we have had no difficulty
with the system. The system certainly is
on its trial; but, so far as it has gone,
it has worked exceedingly well, and I have
no desire to recommend a change.

Weo come to the statement of the hon.
member for Logan regarding registration of
women as jurors. Certainly the registration
haz not been great. Any woman between
the age of twenty-one and sixty who is on
the electoral roll can apply to be placed
upon the jury list. We do not put themn on,
because it would lead to a lot of trouble
in their asking for exemption. Under the
law they are entitled to be placed on the
list, if they so apply. Not a great many
have applied; still they have a right to
do so. It is a recognition of their equality
with men, if they like to exercize it; and,
if thev do not exercise it, the Government
are not to blame.

Mr. Tavror: Would you like to be tried
by a jury of women?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No woman
has vet sut on a jury in Queensland. A
number of women have applied and are on
the jury lists. In one case where a woman
was on the panel she was promptly
chatlenged.

The hon. member for Murrumba men-
tioned the regrettable case in his electorate
of a boy who was convicted of stealing.
However we may sympathise with the parents
of the bey, I am afraid we cannot offer much
assistance. The owner of the property
prosccuted the boy, and therc was no alter-
native for the magistrate but to convict him;
but he only convicted him, and discharged
him. I am sorry for the boy; but there was
no other course open to the magistrate but
to do his duty.

We come to a very hardy annual, but
none the less interesting—the subject of
clectoral registration. Hon. members oppo-
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site seem to be worrying over the fact that
the clectoral system in Queensland is not
working ecquitably. I think 1t is working
splendidly. ” (Opposition laughter.)
Mewn Of course it is.

The FiouE SECRETARY : It is.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is
evidenced br our winning five successive
general elections, and sixtecn out of seventeen
by-clections. Surely that i¢ a testimony to
the very satisfactory condition of the electoral
system.,

An OpProSITION

ER:

Mr. Tavror: The wonder is that you have
not got the lot. {(Laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hon.
members opposite scem to think that every-
thing would be ali right if it were not for
the redistribution of seats in 1921. We won
in 1915 under the tem of distribution of
hon. members opposite. and we won in 1918
and again in 1920 under that system.

Mr. Moore: You got down to a majority
of one, though.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We had
a majority of four. Then we got back to
a majority of fourtecen again, which we stili
hold.  The hon. member is foolish if he
thinks that it is the clectoral redistribution
which has niade the difference. Nothing
could be further from the real situation.

In view of past experience, nobody can say
thut a redistribution should be made neow.

An OrrostrioN MeMBER: Not when it wiped
out four members of the Opposition.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
last redistribution was m
anomaly during the last s
ment  having members without seats and
seats without member That should not
oce and it can be averted by making any
redistribution tnat is to be made in the [
sear of a Porliament, so that members will
represent their own scats during the life of
Parliament. I say frankly that personally I
sce no need for a redistribution of seats at
present.

When the
ade, we had the
ion of a Parlia-

Mr, Tavror: Of course you don’t.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Now I wang
to reply to the statements which have been
made in this House and outside that hon.
members opposite, although in a minority in
this Chamber, represent a majority in the
country. Anvbody who has gonc into the
matter knows quite well that that is not the
cas Immediately after the last election,
when wild statements of th#t character were
being made, I went to the trouble of making
a thorough analysis of all the seats, and,
instead of arriving at the conclusion that the
Opposition represented a miajority—I think,
of 18,000 electors—I] found that hon. members
on this side represented an absolute majority
of the voters. I mnot only published my
ficures in the papers at the time, but I
showed the process by which I arrived at
them, so that., if I were wrong, hon. mem-
bers opposite had the opportunity of refuting
my statements. Nobody on the opposite
benches has done that so far. It would take
a very long time to read this analy:is to the
House, but I make this offer to hon. members
oppesite for their henefit—that, if the House
has no objection, the analysis should be
inserted in ‘¢ Hansard,” just as I gave it to
the press two vears ago, If it is recorded in
“ Hansard,” hon. members opposits will have

Hon. J. Mullan.]
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gix or cight months between now and the
meeting of Palhament ne\t year in which to

preparc a wynv I ask leave to insert the
analysis in ‘“ Hansard.”
The SPEAXER: Is it the pleasure of the

House that the Artorney-General be allowed
to insert the table in “ Hansard ¢

4
HoxotrspLe MEMBERS : Hear,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
“ ReporT oF ELection RESULTS OF STATE
GENERAL IILECTION HELD ON &1 May, 1926.

“The following summary is the analysis of
votes at the general election held on 8th May,
1926, being based on the Complete figures ar
obtaired from the reports of the returning
officers.

hear!

““In this election there were six seats unop-
posed, viz.—Labour: Barcoo, Burke, Gregory,
Mltchell and Warrego. AntiLabour: Coo.
roora.

“There were three electorates in which no
Labour candidate stood for election, viz.,
Fassifern, Toombul, and Wide Bay. Hence
there were straight-out contests in sixty-three

electorates. In these electorates the voting
was—

Votes.

Labour . 188,401

Country Progms dve Natlonahct» 182,250

Independent Country Party 5,120

Independent Labour 1,287

“We now take the seats in which there
were no contests. We base the probable
result if there was a contest in the 1926 elec-
tions on the position obtaining during the
last occasion in which there was a contest in
these electorates. The last occasion in which
there was a contest in Cooroora was in 1918;
in the Barcoo, 1920. There were contests in
Burke, Gregory, Mitchell, and Warrego in
the election of 1923.

““ We then estimate what would have been
the present vote at this election, hasing the
result on the proportion of the number on
the roll when the vote wax held to the num-
ber on the roll at the present election. For
instance. when, in 1920, the number on the
roll for Barcoo was 5,270, Labour nolled 2,628
votes, Then in 1926, when the number on
the roll was 5,786, Labour would poll 2,885

votes, FHence on this basis of calculation we
would obtain the following figures :

Votes.

Labour 12,460

Anti-Labour 9,239

Adding these figures to the previous totals
we obtain—

Votes.
Labour 200,861
Country PlOElC\S;V ’\Iationalists 191,489

“In regard to the ssats which were con-
tested, but where there were not Labour can-
didates—namely, Fassifern, Toombul, and
Wide Bay, an estimate was arrived at in the
foHcmm(T manner : —Firstly, tho figures show-
ing the number of persons who voted for the
1920 election were taken, that being the last
clection in which a Labéur candidate con-
tested such seats.

“ Tt was ascertained that in the 1920
election 17,778 votes were polled. Of these,
Labour secured 6,714 votes, and anti-Labour
11,054 votes. There were 18,070 votes polled
in these electorates during the 1926 election.

[Hon. J. Mullan,
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Hence, taking the figures proportionately, ar
ostimate of 7,201 votes would be allowed for
Labour, and 11,869 votes for anti-Labour.

“Of course, it must not be forgotten that
there was an undoubted swing for Labecur in
1926, compared with the 1920 election—when
the Government majority was reduced to four.
However, no account is taken of this factor
which, if ascertainable, would represent a
large number of votes in favour of Labour.
Adding this last total to the previous totals
we obtain—

Votes.

Labour 208,002
Country and Pr ogressive Nation-

alists 3,358

into consideration the
we obtain—

“ Taking, then,
Independent vote,

Votes.

Labour 208,062
Independent Labour 1,887
, 209,249
Country Progreszive Nationalists 203,358
Independent Country 5,12G:
208,473

Or a majority for Labour 871

“ Tt must not be forgotten that in the sixty-
three electorates where there were straight-
out contests between Labour and Country
Progressive Nationalists, the figures, as shown
above, were—

Votes.

Labour 188,401
Country Plome:sn‘e ‘Nationalists 182,249
Or a majority for Labour of 6,162

“If we take the Independent votes into
consideration in these sixty-three contests we
obtain—

Votes.

Labour 189,688
Anti-Labour 187,369
A majority for Labour of ... 2,319

“ This gives, of course, to the anti-Labour
Party the whole of the vote of 2,347 obtained
by Mr. Russell, who opposed ‘the Country
Progressive Nationalist candidate for Dalby,
Mr. Vowles.

“ It is certain that f a contest had taken
place in the five seats in which Labour was
returned unopposed, that a very much larger
vote would have been recorded for the Govern-
ment in those electorates than that for which
credit is taken in the above figures, and
therefore the majority for Labour for the

State would have been correspondingly
increased.”
An OverosiTioNn MEeMBER: What was the

majority ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was only
a small majority; nevertheless, it was a
majority, and not a minority of 18,000 as
hon. members opposite suggested.

Now we come to the statement of the
Depury Leader of the Opposition with regard
to the size of electorates. In view of what
the hon., member has said, it will be interest-
ing for hon. members to know that there are
fewer electorates above or below the margin
allowed under the KElectoral Districts Act
than there were in 1911 or 1921, when the
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previous redistributions took place. Here are
the figures—

1911,
Number of scats above the margin ... 21
Number of seats below the margin ... 22
Total E

1921.
Number of seats above the margin ... 12
Number of seats below the margin ... 20
Total gé

1927.
Number of seats above the margin 11
Number of seats below the margin. ... 18
Total .. .. . . 29

‘Bo that that fallacy is exploded!

Now we come to the reference to the small-
ness of some electorates and the largeness of
-others. Hon. members know quite well that
in a State like Queensland, subject to
«droughts and other disabilities and to ups
and downs, particularly in mining, populous
centres to-day may have a poor population
to-morrow.  This feature is not peculiar to
Queensland, but is common to most States in
Australia. We need only compare this State
with Western Australia, for instance.

In the electorate of Canning there are
17.347 ~voters, and in the electorate of
Menzies there are 265 voters—the one elec.
torate sixty-five times as large as the other.

I could give quite a number of those
anomalies. That is due to a depression in
mining, In my own electorate there is a

‘great depression in mining. I had 7,000 elec-
tors a few years ago, and possibly in a couple
©f years’ time I shall have 7,000 electors
again. You cannot have a redistribution of
seats every time there is a depression in
mining. Jt would be necessary to have a
-commission  subject fo perpetual motion.
What is wrong with the redistribution on
the present rolls? I have gone into the
figures, taken the quotas—maximum and
minimum—and examined the number of
electors in  North Queensland, Central
Queensland, and South Queensland, and I
find that, if we were to redistribute the seats
to-morrow, there would be sufficiont electors
11 North Queensland on the present basis
for North Queensland to retain its margin
and quota and its sixteen seats, Central
Queensland its nine seats. and. with slight
boundary alterations taking the electorate
by and large, there would not be very much
<hango in South Quecnsland, bevond  the
slicing off of a few votes here and there.
No doubt hon. members opposite are hogging
for a redistribution of seats, W hat would
be the position if we granted that redistri-
hution—not on the present FElectoral Dis-
tricts Act, but on the basis of what we advo-

cated when we were in opposition® When
the  Electoral Districts Bill  was geing

threugh this ITouse I was a mewber of the
Opposition, and we advécated that one of
the factors in cousidering the margin and
size of the clectorates should be remoteness
from the seat of government, and that the
margin should be as much as one-third
above and below instead of one-fifth, which
would be quite equitable. If we were to
take the whole of North Queensland, the
whole of (Central Queensland, and the elee-
torates of Warrego, Bulonne, Murilla. and
Maranca, and redistributed the elertorates
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with a one-third margin, instead of there
being twenty-iine seats as there arc now
in that area, there would be thirtv-five seats,
and in the area comprised within those
thirtv-five scats there are only three Oppo-
sition members.  That would mean that
from North Quecnsland, Central Queensland,
and the four electorates mentioned in South-
western Queensland, there would be thirty-
two Government members, and it would be
necessary to secure only five more members
from the rest of Queensland, including the
metropolitan area, to give us a majority. If
we cared to *“ dish” the Opposition with a
redistribution of seats—which they appear to
be hungry for—we could do that. It re-
dounds to the credit of the Governmtnt that,
although we could institute a redistribution
on that basis, we have refrained from doing
s0 because we regard it as unnecessary.

Mr. MoORE: You could pass a law dis-
franchising the Opposition,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Let me
refer to the State of Victoria. What would
be the position of the Opposition if the Go-
vernment were to grant them a redistribu-
tion on the Victorian basis, the last redistri-
bution in Australia—passed by a Tory Go-
vernment  after  mature  consideration?
They wrangled over it for two or three
vears. Would hon. members like to have a
taste of their own medicine? That is, the
redistribution given to the Labour Party
in Victoria. There they provided for three
quotas—not one quota. One quota is_for
what they call the metropolitan area, which
could run up as high as 25,000 electors.
Then they have what they call the urban
quota, that goes as high as 17,000 electors;
and then they have the country quota, which
goes as low as 8,500 electors. How would
hon. members like that?

The representation in Victoria to-day is
practically a reversal of what it is in Queens-
land. I will give an example. We have
in Quecensland to-day twenty seats in the
metropolitan arca, representing 156.271 elec-
tors, and there are fifty-two seats outside
the metropolitan area, possessing 302,508
electors. In other words, the twenty members
in the metropolitan area represent 34 per
cent. of the total, enrolment; the fifty-
two members outside of that area represent
65 per cent. That shows that our system is
very cquitable. In Vietoria there arc twenty-
nine seats in the metropolitan and urban
areas. representing 65 per cent. of the
clectors, while the thirty-six seats compris-
ing the countrv electorates represent 35 per
cent. of the eclectors. That will show how
the redistributicn works in Vietoria.

At 2.55 p.m..

Mr. Ri10RBAY (Burke), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Speaker
in the chair.

The ATTORNEY-GENERATL: Supposing
we gave the Cpposition an electoral redis-
tribution on a similar basis, let us see where
it would lead them. If we were to take
the whole of the electorates in North and
Central Queensland and the four electorates
in South-West Queensland and put them into
one arex. working on the Victorian basis,
the quotas would be as follows:—Country
clectorates, 4.078; urban clectorates, 7.073;
metropolitan clectorates, 11,930. Therefore,
North Queernsland, Central Qucensland. and
the four Routh-western electorates would be

Homn. J. 3Mullagn.]
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cutitled to thirty-eight members, the urban
areas to twenty-one members, and _the
metropolitan to thirteen members. How
wanld hon. members opposite like that dis-
tributicn®  They would not recover from
such & distribution for half a century. I
do not know what hon. members opposite
are growling about, for they hardly represent
an important town in Queensland, They do
not xoplowrt Rockhampton. Townsville,
Gladstone, Cairns, Mackay, Bowen, Bunda-
berg, Mat‘yborough. Gympie, Toowoomba, or
Ipswich. Thes only represent the small town
of Warwick. They represent no electorates
in North Queensland or Central Queensland
excepting Mirani and Normanby. hat
shows that the people are not behind them,
and the people will not be behind them so
k ng as they continue to adopt their present
foolish tactics.

The Leader of the Opposition complame(.
of the fact that therc were some people
on the rolls who should not be there, and
apparently some people are not on the roll
who should be there. Our roll at the present
time is the cleanest roll in Australia, the
Commonwealth notwithstanding, while it is
the best kept of any of the rolls. The hon.
member complained about our taking 19,000

names off the roll after the election and
not bLefore.

Mr. CorskEr: 25.433.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The

official figures are 19.000. The obvious answer
is that we did not have the data on which
to work before the elections. It was not
the first occasion on which the rolls had
been cleansed. This is the third occasion
on which they have been cleansed.

Mr. CorsEr: After the previous election
you took 41,000 names off the rolls.

The ATTORXEY-GENERAIL: The fact
that there was a State general election and
a Commonwealth referendum afforded us
facilities for cleansing the rolls. We cal-
calate that, if a man hLad not voted at the

State elections and had not voted at the
referendum, failed to reply to the letter
calling on him to show cause

why he did not vote, and failed
to show cause why he should not
he struck off the roll, that was a fair indica-
tion that he was not there. After adopting
this procedure we struck 19,000 names off

[3 p.m.]

ihe 1oll. The hon. gont‘omln can hardly
realise the difficulty in keeping the rolls
¢lean. Taking a normal vear, the number

of alterations that take place in our roli
amounts to 142,000—32 per cent. of the total
cnrolment.  In a three-year period the old
roll disappears, showing how difficult it is
to keep a clean roll and showing how
antiquated 1s the Commonwealth merhod of
having & friennial instcad of an annual roll.
The hon. genticman talked about kecping
people on who should be taken off. With
nearly E90.030 people on the rell it is impos-
sible to aveld some mistakes where each
individual name has io receive attention.
Last vyear 69,370 people left Quecensland.
“ome of those returned, but of those who
failed to return some may have died in
another State, and, because they died in
another State, their names are not registered
with our Registrar- Generel in the way they
shouid be. The result is that that officer is
net able to include them in his quarterly
list to the electoral registrar, to have them
struck off, and in that way names remain on
the roll of thote who may have been dead for

[ Hon, J. Mullan.
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some  considerable time, I have alwagys
followed this ptmclpm—thdt I would sooner
have 100 extra names on the rolls than run
the risk of disfranchising one man.

Now we come to the point of the infiation

of the rolls. The hon. member quoted cer-
tain figures to show how the rolls -were
inflated. I am 1in a position to prove by

official figures that our rolls are not inflated,
but that, on the contrary, the Commonwealth
rolls are not up to the total they ought to
be., Here are the facts—In my opinion
irrefutable facts. The adult population of
Queensland on 30th June, 1927—that is, those
who had reached the age of twenty-one years
and over—was 500.633. Taking that number
we, of course, have to make a caleulation
because there are alien:, certain 1)00]710 who
are insane. and certain people who arc in
prison, and we must deduct those from the
total. The Registrar-General has estimated
the alien ])opulahon not entitled to vote
and insane and imprisoned persons at about
13.500. Deducting that number from the
adult population leaves 487,133. The number
on the rolls at that date was 467.695, showing:
that the effective electoral adult populatxon

on 3Cth June last was 487,133, as against
467.695 on the ro‘.ls, or an apparent deﬁciency

of 19,000 people not on the State rolls. The
Lon. member will 1)\or)dbh rush to the other
extreme and sav. ©* Why don’t you enrcl the
other 19.000?” 1 will tell the hon. gentle-
man. These 19,000 who are not on the roils
include arrivals who have not completed the
residential qua lﬁcalmn temporary residents,
travelling agents, and tourists, Our estima to
is that they would make up about 19,000
people. showing that the rolls of Queensland
are particularly clean.

Now take the Commonwealth rolls at the
same date, and compare them with the
Queensland rolls. On the same date Com-
monwealth rolls had 29,467 people less than
ours. which proves conclusively that there
are 29.000 people less on the Commonwealth
rglls than should Le there, if their electoral

machinery was as fair-as ours. (Opposition
laughter.) Ton. members opposite may
laugh. We can well understand that the

clectoral systom of the {Commonwealth is not
|0 generous as ours. I1f a man removes—nob
from one clectorate to another, but from one
portion of an electorate to another

Mr. Haxrox: From one side of a street
to the other.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will not

put it in that way—from one subdivision to
another subdivision in an_clectorate, his
name is taken off; and. if his name is takon
off, it is almost UDp(NslbIC if he is a nomadic
worker, to get it on again. He has to have
a. four “weeks' qualific ation somewhere befom
ne gets it on again. The result is that for
months or vears he mayv never be able to
get on the rell.  Mr. Turner, the Chief
Tslectoral Officer of the Commonwealth in
in giving cvidence before the
Commission  on electoral matters
which recently sat in Qucensland, stated
definitely that the position of the Federal
rolls was anomaleus 'in that regard, showing
that nobedy can complain about our system.

I think I have said sullicient for the pre-
sent to justify the policy of the Government.
If the Opposition are keen on electoral
redistribution and want to have it on the

Roval

pattern I have outlined as being in exist~
crce in Victoria, I hope they will let uz
know.
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Hoen, members apposite complain that they
have not got their fair representation in
this House in that they have only twenty-
nine members as against forty-three Labour
members. 1 am not saying that theoretically
on figures they would not get more than
twenty-nine members; but so long as we
have single clectorates we shall always have
anomalies of that kind. Unless we went in
for proportional repres sentation—which 1

think no one in this House is prepared to
dd\O(’at-’\ in view of experience clsewhere—
wnd without that, it is Impossible to get
mathemathical precision—it is impossible to
get the striet proportion of members on each
side of the Flouse on the basis of the votes
recorded. Hon. members opposite are
nearer the margin than usually occurs. I
1'en]ﬁn1ber that, When we went to the coun-
trv in 1912 as an Opposition. we came back
with twenty-four sea and the Government

of hon. members opposite had forty-eight
scats. Tdkmg the votes recorded for hoth
parties, we ought to have® had thirty-four

scats as aﬂauz\t thirty-cight seats.
apomaly occurred at the last Federal clec-
tions, when the whole cighteen Senate seats
went to the Tories and none to the Labour
perty, although the ~votes were almost
equally dnlcoi You cannot get a fair
mathematical proportion of membms on the
basis of the votes recorded.

Mr. FARRELL

The sams

(Llockhampton): There
are a few matters I would like to bring
forward en this vote. The first is in refer.
ence to the appointment of judges to the
Supreme Couart. I agree with the Attorney-
General that the last appointment was a
very excellent one. My complaint is that
the system which has been adopted in tha
past of appointing the new judge to the
Northiern circuit hm not been carried out
on the last two occasions. The present Chief
Justice himself first served in Townsvil le.
When another appointment was made, he
was transferred to the Central district and
became tho Rockhampton judge; and later,
when a ithird apopintment was made, he
was 1)10uqht to Brisbane. That puctlce was
followed until Mr. Justice Brennan was
appointed end stationed at Rockhampton.
The rca:'qn that Mr. Justice Brennan was
not appointed to Townsville was beﬂame
Mr. Jmf!co Dougias prefer 1‘cd to remain in

o

the North.  Since then there have been two
appointmen and both of them have been
made to Brisbanc. T am net going to
believe for one minute that there is not
some reason for the departwent comisug to
the decision to appoint both those md”es

to) Bm\na.m*'har thore is hot some influenco
working against the transfer of Jr Justice

Brennan to Brisbane and giving him the -
same righrs as others.

Mr. Prrersox: IHe has been no time up
there,

Mr. FARRELL: It is not a maticr of

the time he has been there, but a matter
of carrving out the Ordmatv rule that has
been followed in  conrection with these
appointments, The next appointment should
have been made to Rockhampton, and Mr.
Justice Brennan should have been appointed
to Brisbance when Mr. Justice Macrossan was
appointed te the bench.

Mr. Kixg: I hope he never will be.

. Mr, FARRELL: There is the same feel-
ing, which hon. members can see over here.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition hopes
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that he never will be. In Rockhampton he
is looked upon with as great favour as any
judege who has been there,

Mr. Kixg: I do not doubt that for a
moment.

Mr. FARRELL: Hc is looked upon in
that way, not onlv by the general public
but also by the legal fraternity, and the

sameoe thwg has Pl(_‘\'dll"d when he has sat
on the full bench in Rrishane. I do not
lknow » just where the influence is, but I
certaini know it exists, and I would like
the Attorney-General to deal with it.

About two months ago, in Rockhampton,
. Mr. McKnight. an auctioneer and commis-
ston agent, was sentenced to imprisonment
for five years for thr\ misappropriation of
funds. and the judge, in sentencing  him,
raid that, in \'mw of the circumstances—
he had invested his own funds and the
funds he had misappropriated——

An Opposirioy MEmBER: And his

Mr. FARRELL. And his wife's, too, in
trying to establish "the cotton industry in
the Dawson Valley, and for that purpose
alone—the judge remarked that he would
forward a recommendation to the Attorney-
(reneral that Mr. MeKnight's sentence might
be considered by the Executive Council.

wife’s.

So far I have heard nothing further. T
do not know whether the report of His
Honour has reached the Department of
Justice; but, if it has, T would like to hear

what the Attorney- (xoneml has to sayv. I
hope that he will give every consideration
to the judge’s recommendation.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Zoombul): I rise
for the purpose of chal‘er\ging the figures of
the Attorney-Geéneral, and for that purpose
1 refer him to his own speech of last year,

quoted by me, in which he made the foxlow-
ing statement ;—

“1 observed a line of criticism in the
¢ Daily Mail —namely, objecting to a
majority for Labour of fourteen seats
on a majority vote of 2,126 votes.”’

The Attorney-General took the figures for
sixtv-three scats which were contested, and
he worked out by proportion what he con-
sidered would be the polling in 1926 in the
uncoutested electorates, based on the voting
at the 1923 election; but he omitted to take
into consideration the fact that, in four
T.abour scats, there had been a decrease
durin" that period in the number of
electors  of 5,623, comprising  Gregory,
1.287; Burke, 1,020 Mitchell, 763
and  Warrego, 575, whercas, on the
other hand., there was an increase in Coo-
reora—which iy represented by an Opposition
member—of 613, If he had accepted the
vight figures in respect of eloctornte: in
which there were no elections, his calcula-
tion of a majority of 2,126 would have been
wn to be incorrect, and it would prob-
ably be found that the Opposition had a

2

small majority. As a matter of fact, the
Svdney ¢ Bulletin 7 of 9th September. 1926,

working out the result and allowing for
tl:e prohable figures had there been contests
in the uncontested seats, arrived at the
corclusion that the Opposition would have
been 1900 votes to ’rhe good. The faet
remains that, whether the Government
sccured a majority cof 20"0 odd or whether
the Opposition had 1,800 votes more, the
Opposition have twenty-nine out of seventy-
two seats, and our voters are inadequately-

Mr. H. M. BEussell.]
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represented. I do not intend to go into
the matter of the redistribution of secats
just now, but I want to put the Attorney-
General right in regard to the actual figures.
Resolution 44 (Department of Justice)
agreed to.
Resolution
Treasurer '—
At 3.20 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Cooper (Brimer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved M.
Riordan in the chair.

Mr. PETERSON (Normanby): I am
intercsted, on behalf of a number of sufferers
‘rom miner’s phthisis in my district and in
the electorate represented by the Home
Secretary, in the matter of a request for an
increased allowance. I have a right to refer
to the matter, seeing that I have a large
number of phthisis patients in my electorate,
but to show that I am not butting-in on the
‘business of the Home Secretary, I have a
<copy of a letter sent by the private secretary
‘o the Home Secretary authorising the com-
mittee at Mount Morgan to utilise what-
-ever means it considered necessary to bring
shout a successful result of their efforts.
Under section 14 (b) of the Workers’ Com-
nensation Act of 1916-26, a married man
with no children under the age of fourteen
is allowed £1 a week if suffering from
miner's phthisis.© We know that these
unfortunate people, who have become
afflicted with a disease the result of their
calling, must maintain themselves out of
this £1 a week. They must purchase brandy
—a very necessary comfort in connection with
‘this disease—and other medicinal comforts.
and the Minister can well understand that
wery little is left out of the £1.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
does not come under this vote,
with under the Trust Funds.

Myr. PETERSON: I earnestly trust that
the Government will see their way clear
to do something further in the matter. It
must be admitted that a great deal of
assistance has already been granted; in fact,
the House unanimously agreed to the neces
sary legislation some years ago.

45— Department  of  the

That
It is dealt

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I,

must rule that this matter can be discussed
only on the vote for Trust Funds.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): 1 ask the Minister
‘to persuade his department to include in
the report of the Marine Department com-
pavative tables showing the working of the
department over a number of vears. The
report is interesting so far as it goes; but
I like other hon. members, peruse these
<documents from year to vear with the object
of taking out certain tables. This work could
well be done by the cletk who prepares the
report.  If that tabulated matter was sub-
nitted to Parliament. we could form some
-conclusions in connection with the fish busi-
ness. On page 5 the report sayi—

. ““The supply of fish has again been
irregular, in many cases not being equal
to the demand.

“ The sea-mullet season did not reach
anticipations, but I am given to under-
stand that a fair number over and above
these marketed as food were otherwise
dizposed of.”’

Can the Minister fell us if there was a
shortage in the sunply, and will he inform

[Mr. H. 3. Russell.
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ns what s meant by the words ‘ otherwise
disposed of 7?7 Were they disposed of because
the Government were anxious to keep them
off the market and maintain the price, or
was it for some other rcason? If the report
were more explicit in those matters, it would
be of more value. A statement like that
conveys nothing, What has become of this
fish® I hope the department will see that
the report is made -cleaver next year. It
further states—
¢ Large quantities of deep-sea fish
of mixed varieties, but particularly
giant mackerel, were taken by line by
fishermen employed in large motor boats
sunitable for fishing on the outside
grounds; the price, however. demanded
for this class of fish is beyond the purse
of the ordinary public.”
Trivst of all, we are told there is a shortage
in the supply of mullet—the fish usually
purchased by the workers.

Then follows a statement that a portion
of the catch was disposed of otherwise than
by going into consumption. This is followed
by a further statement that the better quality
fish was sold at rates far beyond the purse
of the ordinary working man. It seems to
me that the report in that respect could
have gone a little further into details, and
thus have been made more interesting. I
hope that the official who compiles the report
next year will go more fully into details.
especially the appendices on pages 7 to 9.
so that hon. members will be able to see
what was in his mind when compiling his
report. When I took up the report I was
not able to grasp the statements as fully as
I desired until I had consulted the reports
of previous years.

I desire to congratulate the pilot staff on
having no accidents in the port during the
vear, They were very successful in bring-
mg the ships into the harbour and up the
river. The only accidents which took place
in the port occurred in two cases where the
ships were In charge of their own skippers.

A ~very big necessity prevails for the
establishment of a dock sufficiently large to
accommodate the shipping that comes to this
port, in order to conserve for this port work
which now goes to Sydney. We have here
a dry dock for small vewsels; but a large
dock to accommodate the larger vessels
could be constructed on a site lower down
the river. It is quite possible that the
dues would have to be reduced i such a
dock were established, as I understand that
the docking charges here are much higher
than in other capital cities of Australia.
That is a matter which should be gone into
very carefully, if we desire to make this port
the port is should be.

Mr., PEASE (Herbert): The Opposition
claim that last year the amount of income
tax collected was greater than the previous
vear. According to the report of the Com-
missioner of Taxes, the amount of taxation
levied last year was £205,287 less than the
previous vear. The number of taxpayers for
1926-27 was 1.344 less than in 1925-26, and
thr amount of tax levied was £1,609,309, as
compared with £1,914,596 in 1925-26.

Mr. H: M. RUSSELL (Tosmbuly: T would
Iike to know if the Treasurer intends to take
inte consideration the recommendation con-
tained in the report of the Land Settlement
Advisory Beard in regard to averaging the
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incomes of pastoralists and graziers over a
period of five years.” If so, will he extend
the same concession to the whole of the busi-
ness community who are subject to the same
fluctuations of business as pastoralists and
graziers ?

At 3,29 p.m.,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order No.
307 and of the Sessional Ovders egreed to by
the House on 25th August and 26th October,
1 shall now proceed to put the resolutions not
already agreed to by the House.

Resolution 45 (Department of the Trea-
surer) agreed to.

Resolutions 46 to 54, both inclusive, agreed
{o.

At 3.29 p.m,,

The SpeARER resumed the chair.

WAYS AND MEANS.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
‘{JII‘.,]". 4. Cooper, Bremer, one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

L'uirns): 1 beg to move—

“{a) That towards making good the

Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1927-28, a further
sum not exceeding £5,152,461 be granted
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of

Queensland, exclusive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.

“(b) That towards making good the
Bupply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1927-98, a further
sum not exceeding £1,791,655 be granted
from the Trust and Special Funds.

_“{e¢) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1927-98, a further
sum not exceeding £2,491,161 be granted
from the moneys standing to the credit
-of the Loan Fund Account.

“(d) That towards making good the
‘Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1926-27. a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £203,265 9s.
10d. be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Queensland, exclusive
of the moneys standing to the credii of
the Loan Fund Account.

_“(¢) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1926-27, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £211.776 16s.
5d. be granted from the Trast and Special
Funds.

“(f) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His DMajesty. on
account, for the service of the vear 1928-29,
a sum not excceding £2.000,000 be granted
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
Queel?s]and, exclusive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Acecount.

“(g) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majestv. on
account, for the service of the year 192329,
a sum not exceeding £900,000 be granted
from the Trust and Special Funds.

_“(h) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
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account, for the service of the year 1925-29,
a sum nhot exceeding £600,000 be granted
from the moneys standing to the credit of
the Loan Fund Account.”

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): I wish to
refer to a rather uunfortunate incident that
took place in this House some days ago, when
the Treasurer, by way of interjection. made
it known to the people of Queensland thas
one of the members of this Chamber had had
his parliamentary salary seized, apparently
at the instigation of the Treasurer, to mecet
his income tax obligations.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
We are now in Committee of Ways and
Means, and not in Committee of Supply.
The hon. metber cannot discuss Estimates
at this stage.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am not talking

about Istimates. I am talking about a
grievance, and 1 take it that the time to

discuss grievances is when a vote for Supply
is before the Chamber.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
This is a Committee of Ways and Means.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I am quite serious
in my desire that the Treasurer should deal
with this subject. The point that requires to
be determined is that an impression has got
abroad that the Treasurer of the State is
able to, and does, obtain an intimate know-
ledge of the income tax affairs of those who
are assessed,

The TrREASURER: It has nothing to do with
income tax.

Mr. ELPHIINSTONE: I shall be much
obliged if the Treasurer can give an answer
to what I think he understands I mean.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
(‘airns): It might be as well to reply to the
hon. member at this stage. The matter
has nothing to do with the income tax at
all. An order was served on me as Treasurer
under the Income Tax Act, and only in that
way could I know about it—I do not know
anything about the taxation. The order was
served on me, and I had nothing more than
an orcdinary duty to perform in regard to it.

Mr, Kixa: It ought to have legal effect.

The TREASURER: It has legal effect
under the Income Tax Act. It comes to
me as the Treasurer just the same as it
would go to any other employer. At this
stage I express regret for having said any-
thing about it, but the hon. member con-
cerned made a very nasty reference to me
in conneciion with Chillagoe, inferring that
I was engaged in something dishonest, and
1 retaliated at the moment; but I can assure
the Committee that ¥ have no access to any
income tax veturns or anything to do with
taxation, nor do I desire to have. The notice
was served upon me, as it would be served
on me in connection with any public servant,
in the ordinary process of law. There was
nothing seeret in it, though, perhaps, it is
regreffable that I referred to the matter
in this Chamber.

Question (Ways and Mcans Resolutions)
put and passed.

The House resumed.

The Tryporary CHAIRMAN reported that
the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions.

Resumption of Commilttee made an Orvder
of the Day for Tuesday next.

Hon, W. McCormack.]
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RECEPTION AXD ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon.
W. McCormack, ("airns), the resolutions were
received, and agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILIL,
FrrsT REsADING.

No. 3.

A Bill founded on the resclutions reported
from the Committee of Ways and Means
was introduced, and read a first time.

SEcoND READING.
The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cuirns): I beg to move—
¢ Thnt the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): A good deal of
money is being voted, and there are one or
fwo things on which the Treasurer might
give us a little information. In answer to a
question asked on 25th November with regard
to the balance of the Trust Funds, the
Treasurer gave the following information :—

Tuvst Fryxps (31-10-27).

£
Debit Balance at 30-6-27 2,364,647
Less Transfer from ILoan 2,525,261
Credit £160,614
Less—
Apparent Excess of Expendi-
ture over Receipts (four
months) ... 747,853
Debit Balance at 31-10-27 £587.239

It scems extraordinary to have that excess
of expenditure over receipts in connection
with the Trust Funds during that period,
considering that the workers’ dwellings and
workers’ homes have been brought under
the Loan Fund.

The f{inancial
every hon.

The

position iz recognised by
member as being a serious one.

unemployment problem is alse a
,v-m'ious menace, and, when we are voting
large sums of money, we might well give
some attention to the manner in which the
moncy 1z being spent. so that, if possible,
the position may be 1mp;c>\ed This vear
the cxpenditure from revenue is £16,490,953,
as compared with a corresponding expe endi-

ture in 1914-15 of £7.199 399. The point I

want to make is that. in the intervening
twelve years, the number of Government
employeces, salarvies. wages, and interest on
the public debt have increased In  this
fashion—

How Spent. 1914-15. 1826-27,
Number of Government | 28,121 ° 39,387
Emp:oyecs
Salaries and Wages .. 1 4,134,689 « 10,913,600

Interest on Public Debt .. ' 1,875,581 . 4,831,250

16,110,270 15,744.850
11,089,128 | 746,108

Balarse over

So that, out of £7,199,399 collectsd in revenue
in 1014 15, the sum of over £1,000,000 was

[Mr. Moore.
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available for the purchase of material and
miscellancous expenditure, whercas in 1926-
27. out of £16,000,000 odd. ocnly £746.000
apmoxmmt“h was available. and that
hetween those two financial years the num-
ber of Government employees had inereased
by 40 per cent. as against an increase of
only 20 per cent. in population. It seems
to me that we arc getting into a very
difficult position, because we are not getting
a sufficient production to keep up the stan-
dard which this country is entitled to
expect,

I was very much struck by some remarks
in the 1ep01f of the industrial delegation
to America, in which it was pointed out
that in Amelua which is a creditor country,
the hours are longer than in Awtra]m
which is a debtor country. Tt is only possible
to maintain the conditions which exist here
by greater production. I think the Tr
himself said that that is absolutely es

The

sntial.

I want the public to

TRESSURER ;

" realise it

Mr. MOORE: Production must go up to
cnable these conditions to be eoniinned. The
industrial delegation said in their report—

* The American Federation of Labour,
in urging for a five-day week of forty

. hours. staie that they do not urge for an
immediate change as they realise that
permanent  progress must rest on

increased productivity, and that it should
Le introduces quietly and as industries
are made ready for it. . . . The
emplovee recognises that industry cannot
pay what it “does not carn, and that
on his own cfforts as much as on those
of the management depended its
carnings.”
Many people in Queen:ldnd seem to unagmL
that there is some “‘widow’s cruse’” from
which mones can be drawn to pay what they
do not earn, or to make up the difference
betwcen what they do carn and what they
think they ought to be paid; and they must
realise that the position cannot be continued
on that basis very much longer. We have
alniost_reached the end in our Trust and
Loan Fund expenditure, and, unless some-
thing is done, there must be a diminution
of the standards we are enjoying to-day.
The financial position of the country is not
sufficiently strong to enable these things to
continue unless we have a greater produc-
tion, or the policy of the Government is
altered to cnable us to produce a greater
amount for cxport. That is rveally what
the problem amounts to, because what 15
consumed here does not make very much
difference—we have to send more of our pro-
ducts out of the country in order to make
rore wealth, Let me point ouf our sources

of revenue per head of population—
— Taxation. i Other
i | Sources.
£ s d. s, d.
1914-15 .. 1 8 2 4 8
1926-27 .. .. 5 2 1 4 0

In 1914-15 taxation represented 15 per
cent. of the revenue.

In 1926-27 taxation rep1e>onted 40 per
cent. of the revenue.



Appropriation Bill, No., 3.

A large amount of money which should go
towards the expansion of industry is really
going into the revenue of the country to
be expended on non-productive work. When
we find that the public service has been
increased in the way it has, we must realise
that something must be done to curb this
tendency, for it is the perpetually increasing
cost of government that counts. The position
is becoming so serious that it is absolutely
necessary that it should be brought home
to the people that the money must he wisely
spent, and there must be a change in policy
in the direction of payment by results,
co-operation, or some system by which we
can get a  greater return from money
expended, and thereby encourage people to
embark upon industry.

We must be in the position of paying for
wha_t we get, and not in the position of
paving for what we do not get. Unfor-
tunately, that is the position that is drag-
ging us down, and we are finding it very
difficult io gt away from it. We say that,
owing to the tightness of money and the diffi-
cult financial position of the country, it is
absolutely essential that the people “outside
should recognise that, if we are to maintain
a 44-hour week under the present standard
of living, the only way in which it can be
done is io see that there is sufficient pro-
duction in the industries to enable them to
be carried on. We have to see whether this
can be brought about reasonably, otherwise
it will mean a great deal of distress. I
attribute a great deal of the unemployment
to the very system under which we declare
a certain rate of pay in many industries
which cannot secure the necessary value to
crable those engaged in them to meet those
charges, and, instead of expanding, they are
gradually closing up. We find that the
quality of production—I do not mean the
value of production—is not increasing in
Queensland in the wawx that it should in-
crease.  We Lknow perfectly well that the
value of certain commodities has increased,
particularly since the war, so that the posi-
tion does not look so bad as it really is.

The Tersstrer: The cost of production
has increased correspondingly.

Mr. MOORE: Yes. The difficulty we are
experiencing to-day is that the cost of pro-
duction s so high in many of our primary
industries that it is almost impossible for
any expansion to take place; and the only
vossible way in which we can keep going is
by endesvouring to evolve a system by legis-
fation to prevent organisations holding up
indus The other day the mecat industry
was  being considered by the Board of
Trade, and it must have been obvious from
the evidence that the cost of praduction in
that industry is a very serious matier. Even
a member of the Board of Trade, Mr. Gillies,
realised that when he suggested that the
men should accept piecework. He recog-
nised that would be to the advantage of the
industry, and that it was only by those means
that the industry could keep going, He
certainly had no desire to speed up the men,
because he pointed out that they were amply
protected by the award. He recognised the
continually Inereasing cost of production that
was gradually pressing on this industry until
it was in a cul-de-sac from which it would be
difficult to emerge. He was endeavouring to
find some sclution of the difficulty when he
made that suggestion, but, of course, it was
not accepted. On the contrary, it was
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by the organisations—
why, I do not know—Mr. Gillies was unable
to understand their objection to it. It seems
that their chief objection is that they arve
afraid of lesing control of men who might
get info a Tosition of independence by being
able to use their skill and industry to the
best advantage. The employees do not seem
to recognise that in an industry such as this
it is to their advantage to see that the men
nse their skill and ability to the best advan-
fage so that they are not kept back in the
way that many are to-day. We know that,
when tasks are given and an agreement is
made that they shall do only a certain
amount of work, many of them are able to
knock off at 2 o’clock, proving that they are
perfectly competent and willing to do the
vork ; but they seem to be held back, not
by the rules of the Board of Trade. but by
the rules of their own organisation, which
prevent them from giving of their best, in
a mistaken idea that limitation of produc-
tion is going to make employment for mora
people. I think it has becn demonstrated
the world over that restriction of output does
not mean more emplovment, but less employ-
ment. We ave realising that to-day in the
enormous rumber of unemploved as a result
of the stagnation of many of our industries.
We see thoss difficulties outside in the coun-
try, where essential work that should be
eoing on cannot be accomplished because of
the cost being so high that the value cannot
ha recoverad. That was recoghised in a
Bill  presented to Parliament yesterday,
where certain concessions are proposed for
the develovment of land requiring an extra-
ordinary amount of money. We have
reached the stage to-day when we must
recognise that our position is an unstable
and difficult one, and one which must be
faced by every section of the community.
The report of the Industrial Delegation
further states—

“The high standard of living enjoyed
by the American people is the result of
steadily mounting per capita produc-
tivity. There Is only one way to increase
or further these standards, and that is
by improved methods and processes, by
the -climination of waste in materials,
and motion in our proeduction and dis-
tribution svstem.

opposed most bitte

*® * * #

‘At the same time, the Federation of
Labour rerognised the position and has
inodernised its views to the newer ideas
that omplover and employee are inter-
dependent, and that co-operaticn between
both for the benefit of industry is essen-
tial; cfficicney. striet application to
work for the maximum output on both
sides, is the only way that industry will
he made to provide further rvemunera-
tion for both.

E * #* * Ed

“The cwmployee recognized that indus-
tey cannot pay what it dees nof earn.
and that on his own efforts as much as on
those of the management depended its
earnings.

5 % * % % 5

*“The Amervican Foderation of Labour,
in urging for a five-day week of forty
hours, states that they do not urge for
an immediate change, as they realise
that permanent progress must rest on
increased productivity, and that it should

Mr, Moore.)
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be introduced quietly and as industries
3 )
are made ready for 1t.

“The average factory hours may be
put down at slightly over forty-nine &
wecek. :

*The hours in industry were very
closely investigated by the delegation,
and a full report is submitted on this
phase of our inquiries. Although
America is a creditor country, it will be
seen that it works Jonger hours than
Australia, which is a debtor country.

“ After reviewing all aspects, unionism
in Australia must realise that workmen
cannot expect higher wages and shorter
hours unless production is maintained—
if not iacreased—so that industry can be
carried on profitably. This is acknow
ledged in America. Methods of pro.
duction are changing from year to year,
and it is essential that both employers
and employees, through their unions,
should adapt themselves to the changes.”

We know that there is a good deal of waste
going on in many ways under the system by
which the work is being carried out. The
position is most serious. Although I recog-
nise that the drought has been a contributing
factor in regard to unemployment, it must be
recognised that one of the main factors is the
system under which Australia is endeavouring
to develop. It is a system entirely her own.
It is recognised in other parts of the world
that the cost of production has something to
do with prosperity; and one thing which
must be done to enable the country to meet
its obligations and attain a higher standard
of living is to increase production, and for
the employer to pay the employee according
to his ability and the output of his labour.
This cannot be refuted. Unless that point of
view is taken up by the large sections of
organised industry and the organised unions,
then we are going to get into a position from
which it will be most aifficult for this country
to emerge. We shall have to wake up and
face the position, and, until we understand
that it iz necessary for the employer and the
employee in industry to co-operate so as to
find out where there is waste and eliminate
that waste, and decide upon what is a reason-
able thing to be done if a man is to be paid
according io his working ability, we shall not
find a way out of our difficulties. If that is
not done, we shall have to retrace our steps
with regard to the legislation which has been
passed -dealing with the economic position.
We have gone ahead of the monev power of
the State and even Australia in enacting that
legizlation. It is all very well to think that
the money will be available. It cannot be
available unless it is carned. It s all very
well to think that we can obtain that money
by printing notes and by having a local popu-
lation to absorb all that we can produce.

The position to-day of the adverse trade
balances i a most distressing one. The
Chamber of Xfanufactures has drawn special
attention to this phase of the situation. The
adverse trade balance for the coming year is
going to be in the vieinitr of £73,000,000.
That money has to be found somewhere. It
is not going out of the country in exports.
We are unporting more than we can afford.
and are not producing enough to pay for
those imports. That only means that this
money will have to come out of loan money,
and that means that the greater the imports

[#Mr. Hoore.
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the more money will have to go out of the
country, and the position will be considerably
worse. If more money is to go out of the
country, that must necessarily mean more
unemployment. When we are discussing a
Bill such as this, it is esscential to examine
the whole position and see whether the policy
adopted heretofore will lead to prosperity,
and, if not, whether it is possible fo make
alterations in that policy so that a greater
amount of the money produced here is spent
in the country. Onec of the most vital factors
in improving the position is the careful
expenditure of the money that is sought to
be appropriated. The Treasurer recognises
that for the first four months of this financial
vear he has spent almost £1.000.000 less of
loan money on the average than he antici-
pated. I suppose he has practically received
the whole of his loan money. for the receipts
up to 3lst October are shown as £4,784,236.
That must be about the total amount to be
received by him for the year from the Loan
Council.

The TrEASURER: We shall participate in
the loan floated in London.

Mr. MOORE: The Loan Fund on the 30th
June, 1927, was in credit to the extent of
£5,235,513. Out of that amount was paid the
temporary overdraft at the Bank of ¥ngland,
amounting to £1,370,192, and the expendi-
ture for the four months of the present finan-
cial vear—#£1,375,350 —while £2,525,261 was
transferred to the Trust Funds debit. The
balance of the Loan Fund Account on 3lst
October must, therefore, have been £4.1748,946;
so that the Treasurer is spending consider-
ably less than the amount budgeted for.

[4 p.m.] N
The TREASURER: At the last Loan Council
we were asked to cut down expenditure.

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer seems to, be
making an attempt to face the situation.
The figures published at the beginning of
this month certainly show that there has been
a decrease in expenditure. There 1s one
thing that I cannot quite understand—that
is, the decreasc in the interest paid. DPos-
sibly the interest had not become due, or
else it was paid in another month.

The TreasURER: That is
which we have no control.

Mr. MOORE: At any rate, the Treasurer
is making an effort to reduce expenditure
and to build up the financial position of the
Qtate in view of the serious position we are
in. In my opinion we are only at the
beginning of the really serious part of the
positien, because the effect of th.o drought
is only now being felt, not only in_ connec-
tion with income tax, but in connection with
many other matters, and it is going to be
exceedingly difficult to get money to carry on.
The amount of money we are voiing 1n this
Bill is about the same as last year, and will
carey us on iill about next August. The
distressing part is the statement made by
the Secretary for Labour and Industry that
he considered the 4d. levy was not going
to bo nearly enough to pay unempleyment
snstenatice.  We have to recognise that the
amount of unemployment is exceptional, dus
largely to our legislatien; and it can be
improved to a tremendous extent by amend-
ing our legislation. and also to a certain
extent by reasonable consideration of the
position by these outside, who are continu-
ally putting forward claims for a reduction
of heurs and an increase in wages when

a matter over
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their productive capacity is not increasing.
If thesc peeple outside were only prepared
to face these responsibilities and recognise
that the Government have not an unlimited
fund from which to pay the difference
between what they earn and what they thinlk
they ought to get, and, if they recognise that
industry outside is in an even worse position
than the Government, because they have not
the taxpayers to fall back upon, possibly we
shall be able to get into a position which
will enable the country to recover. But that
will take some considerable time to do. The
carelessness and extravagance displayed by
every section of the public to-day will have to
be curbed. T am afraid that the bitter experi-
ence of distress is the only way to teach
the people that the extravagance which is
being indulged in to-day is more than the
country cau afford, because the country is
not producing enough to pay for it. We
are asking for a good deal of money, and
it should be recognised by the people outside
that we have almost reached the limit. In
my opinion we have really got past the
limit in regard to taxation, because we are
finding that our industries cannot carry the
burden. Many of them are having tremen-
dous trouble. People, instead of expanding
their industries, are gradually curtailing
them, and many of them are looking towards
the other States to sec where they can invest
their money and get a better return. I was
surprised the other day to learn that one of
our larger industries in the country districts
talked of shutting up altogether and going
to Victoria to open up there, because they
said they could make the article cheaper in
Victoria and send 1t to Queensland at less
than it costs to produce it here, because in
Vietoria they would not be hampered b
continual restrictions or harassed over trivial
mistakes and shortcomings that are being
continually brought up against them here.
A little while ago another industry intended
to start here. If it had started, it would
have given employment to 200 hands. But,
‘after going fully into the question, it was
discovered that they could save £2 per ton
by starting in Victoria. These are the
things that have to be looked at.

The TREASTRER:
other cause.

At 4.4 pom.,

Mr. F. A. Coorer (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Speaker in the chair.

Mr. MOORE: It
and rate of pay.

The TREASURER:
the same as ours,

Mr. MOORE: That may be.

The Tresstrer: The cost of living is
higher in Victoria than it is here.

Mr. MOORE: The cost of living is lower
there. We have to endeavour to get people
to see that the co-partnership system or pay-
ment by results is the one method by which
we are going to improve our position. They
are properly safeguarded by the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, which will protect
them from exploitation—I do not call it
exploitation myself. In the sugar industry
the workers appreciate that system, and
recognise that it is the best. In the sheep-
shearing industry men do not think about
day work, and 1f is the same in other

That was due to some

was due to the hours

The Victorian hours are
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industries. The employees want to be paid
for their skill, and, if a man turns out double
the amount that ancther does, he should be
paid accerdingly.

Mr. Ferricks: The people you talk of in
Victoria ave having a bad time there. Vie-
toria is just on the turn now. She has lost
the advantage of her congested population.

Mypr. MOORE: I do not think she has lost
the advantage, because her industries are
continually expanding. We find that fac-
tories are being established in the adjoining
States for the manufacture of our raw
material.

The TREASURER: What is the reason?

AMr. MOORE : The taxation Is very much
heavier here than in New South Wales.
When people are going into an industry
they take every factor into account. Just
to show how people take notice of these
things, I might mention that a man came
to Toowoomba with a view to starting an
industry. He seemed io be about to start, but
he came down to Brisbane, and a week or two
afterwards he returncd and said that he was
not going to start. When I asked him
why, he said that the Government could
compel him to employ men in his industry
whom he might not want, and he was not
going to take the risk. He said, ‘‘The
power is there, and we do not know what
might happen. If you interfere in a man’s
business and compel him to employ someone
he does not want, he will not take the risk.”

The TREASURER: Everyone told me that
Lang was hunting them out of New South
Wales—where are they galloping to?

Mr. MOORE: The idea is to blame the
Federal Government and say they do not
impose a big enough tariff.

The TREASURER:
party.

Mr. MOORE: It is a question of eco-
nomics—people will go where they get the
best deal. The Treasurer himself recognises
that there are restricting conditions on indus-
tre which are seriously hampering the
starting of new industries in the State.
Queensland manufacturers complain that we
have more hampering restrictions here than
in the other States. This State should be
able to develop in the same way as the
other States.

The TREASTRER: The import figures show
that Australia is buying everything sbroad,
but Queensland less than the other States.

Mr. MOORE: We cannot get that infor-
mation. A lot of our stuff is being
transhipped.

The TrREASURER: We are not using any
more imported goods than any other State.

Mr. MOORE: I do not think we are;
but every State is using too much. That
is largely due to extravagance. I think
the Treasurer is correct in curtailing his
expenditure of loan money, because that is
one of the avenues by which the position
Is going to be met; but it is not the only
avenue. The people have to realise their
general extravagance, because, unless this
expenditure is made up by increased produe-
tion, 1t cannot be continued. I want to get
it into the heads of the people outside that
the outlook is not as rosy as some of them
secm to think. A Jot of people seem to

My, Moore.”

It is not a question of
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think that the Government have only to pass
any proposal and they can get the money
to carry it out. The people must be brought
to yealise that it is only what is earned in
industry that can be taken out of it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): [ want
to take the opportunity of dealing with
Bavings Bank matters, and in that connce-
tion I want to go back to the Auditor-
General’'s report for 1923 During this
session the Treasurer has tried to make out
that the transfer of the Savings Bank busi-
ness was wholly in the interests of Queensiand.

The TREASURER: You
that now.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I took the pre-
caution of seeing the Speaker, who said
that I was perfectly in order, and he could
not stop me,

The TrEssURER: I am like you—I how to
his ruling. (Laughter.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer
ceferred to the fact that we are getting
70 per cent. of the Savings Bank deposits
in Queensland, and he went on to say some-
thing to this effect: ** Look at the tremendous
sums in addition that we are getting in the
shape of loans to local authorities.” Those
moneys were loaned out to local authorities
betore anything of this kind took place. It
13 a matter of business with the Common-
wealth Bank, just as they take a good
account if they are offered it,

The TrEsSURER : It is a matter of arrange-
ment,

CHox, W, F. BARNES: I have read
-through the later agrecment and the original
proposed agreement. Clause 10 of the agree-
went made in 1920 reads —

cannot deal with

© That the Government shall have the
right to draw from time to tiine from
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia
@i current rates of intevest seventy (70)
per centum of such sum or sums as the
Governor of the bank shall from time
to time mnotify to be the increase 1in
the anount of the Savings Bank deposi-
tors’ balances in Queensland. Should the
(Government upon vreceiving any such
notification not require the whole of
such seventy (70) per centuin of increased
depositors’ balance, the Commonwealth
Bank of Australia shall be entitled to
retain and invest in the business of the
bank or any Commonwealth, State, or
municipal securities such part of the
seventy (70) per centum as shall not be
availed of by the Government.”

When the hon. gentleman was speaking the
other day one of his Ministers interjected
that all the other States had tried to get
this arrangement and could not get it.

The TreasTRER: Which Minister?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Secretary for
Public Works.

The Treastrer: That is not correct.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: At page 743 of
“* Hansard 7 the Secretary for Public Works
interjected when one hon. member asked
why the other States had not done like-
wise—

* They cannot get the opportunity.”

1 knew that that was not correct, but, in

{Mr. Moore.

[ASSEMBLY.J

Apprepriation Bill, No. 3,

order to fortify myself, I took the oppor-
tunity of writing to the Treasury Depart-
ment of New South Wales. I attended quite
a number of conferences of Treasurers which
dealt with this matter. First of all, let me
say that the action of the Queensland Govern-
ment in handing over the Savings Bank
business was detrimental to the interests of
the State.

The TreastrRerR: In your opinion.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: In the opinion of
others also. Let me quote from the report
of the Auditor-General for 1923, page 107—

¢ For convenience it has been arranged
to treat the State’s proportions—shown in
the Iabove statement—to the necarest thou-
sand.

“ Under clause 12, schedule 1, the State
has lost the use of the following amounts,
representing 70 per cent. of the decrease
in depositors and depositors’ balances,
which have been withdrawn from special
deposit receipt, which carried interest at
rate of 35 per cent., together with an
amount of £16,008, shown hereunder:

During 1922-23—

Proportion of decrease,
quarter ended 3lst
- March, 1923 ... ... 138,000 0 0O

Amount withdrawn to
30th June, 1922 ... 523334 15 11

Total  withdrawn
from special de-
posit ... 661,334 15 11
Proportion of increase
fer quaiter ended
81st  Desember, 1920,
set off against de-

crease, quarter ended

31st March, 1921 16,008 0 O

£667.342 15 117”7

I am glad that the Secretary for Public”
Works 1s here now. e said that the other
States could not get the opportunity of carry-
ing out the same arrangements as were car-
ried out in Queensland in connection with
the Savings Bank. I knew that I had
attended conferences in Victoria, where wo
had done our very utmost to block the trans-
fer of the Savings Bank, and in order that
it could not be said that I was making a
statement that could not be borne out by
fact, I wrote to the Treasury Department in
New South Wales, and I received a reply—
which I am prepared to hand to the Treasurer
—dated 24th November, 1927. I shall not
read the whole of it, but merely this extract—

“When the Commonwealth Bank Bill
was before the House of Representatives
on 29th November, 1911, a memorial
signed by the Premiers of New South
Wales and Vietcria was forwarded to the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, in

" which it was stated that they viewed with
the deepest anxiety the contemplated
establishment of a Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bank, and urged that final action be
postponed until the matter could be dis-
cussed by the heads of all the Govern-
ments concerned and a course of action
suitable to all determined upon.”

The Treasvrer: Both New South Wales
and Victoria are opposed to it.

Total
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HO\' W. M. BARNES: It is rvather odd
shet you admit that now, but would not do
$0 bkal'

The Treastrer: It was never raised.

I. BARNES: If the hon. gentle-
man w at ** Hansard,” he will see
that it was raised.

The TrEASURER: I am not responsible for
remarks mede by my colleagues.

ITox, W. II. BARNES: You should keep
them in order. (Laughter.)

. The Treastrer: We have great difficulty
in keeping you ir order. (Laughter.)

At 4.22 p.m.,
The Spraker resumed the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We must not get
back to that, because it would not be con-
genial to the Treasurer. The letter con-
‘Linuis—

“ A proposal for the amalgamation of
the Federal and State Government Sav-
ings Banks was laid before the Interstate
(onferenoe of Treasurers held at Mel-
bourne in January, 1912, but such pro-
nosal was not acceptable to the States’
representatives.”

I want the Secretary for Public Works speci-
ally to listen to the concluding paragraph—

“The business of the Savings Bank of
Queersland was transferred to the Com-
monwealth Bank in December,
20 far as can Le ascertained,
ment of New South Wales

1ok
av e o) o it X8 1 e
appreached by the Commonwealth at or

about this time.”

Wwas

t this paragraph to be noted very care-

“At the couference of Commonwealth
...ul State Ministers, held in AMay, 1923,
representations were made on behalf of
certain  States (including New South
Wales) for the ab>0r1>t10 by those States
of the Savings Bank businces of the
Conunonwealth Bank, but the Federal
Government decided to take no action in
the dirvection desived.

The leiter is signed by the Under Sceretary
to the Treasury Department.

The SECRETARY ror PusLic Worgs: That is
a matter of poliey for them.
Hox, W. BARNES: The hon. gentle-

man sits on the {ront bench and says,
cannof get the opportunity.”
sise that?—¢ They cannot get the oppor-
tunity.” The whole business to which T have
made reference has boen disastrous to the best
interests of Queensiand.

¢ They
May I empha-

Before I sit down I want to draw attention
to the eleventh annual report of the State
Government Iusurance Office and to point
out that to-day a deliberate attack is being
made on one section of insurance, which is
helping to aggravate the unomplovmr‘nt
position, because this attack is being made
upon men who are engaged in business and
who have to find money for the payment of
the wages of their emplovecs., That money
cannot be found if the State is lovyving on
them fsr beyond what is necessary., This
report shows that this office has invested in
Government debentures £1,874,771 13s. 64d.
In these days when the stress is so great that
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is one of the things which should be locked
into.

The Trristrer: Do you ray that all that
motiey was obtained by confiscatory methods?

oy, W. II. RBARNES: No.
The TREASURER: Why don’t you state what

vou mean, and not be misleading in your
staterents?
Hox. W. II. BARNES: I am sorry that

the Treasurer should be cross so near the
cud of the session. He was cross the other
day. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Hox. W. BARNES: The fact remains
that the position of this State to-day requires
the greatest care. The hon. gentleman inter-
jected about the industries in this State and
the handicaps they were suffermg under. I
ask him to look up his own railway rates
and fares which apply to the people inside
and outside in order to show the tremendom
burden that is imposed on those who are
sceking to carry out the industries of the
(ouxm;. 1t simply means that the producer
and manufacturcr are shut out of some of
the activitdes which would go a long way
in  helping Queensland at the present
juncture.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Gxlcy): I predict
that before Parliament rcassembles next year
the financial position w 1]1 have become fa,nlv

acute. If that situation is faced in the nghb
spirit, then the oxpor.onct. we shall gain
dm thiz period of stress and tri ibulation

shut our
as  some
to be doing, if
speeches, only malies
the position more acute, because those whom
ih:*y load are being led on the wroug track
and are not advised as to the direction in
*\hxch they should louk fov relief. That
simply means that, unless we change our
poncy. we shall rush to a climax.

of benelit, But 1o
um»lv to the situstion,
mnmbe opposite appear

we judge from their

\\1 i eyoes

hon.

There is one phasc of the finanecial sitna-
tion which seews to call for great concern.
Page 29 of the financial tables of the Trea-
suver shows thal the actual charges on
revenue for the interest on public debt, year
in and year out since the year 1817 to the
vear just closed, has been no less a sum than

£23,600,000.  That money has been taken
out of the public purse. In other words,
money that has bpen invested in rpublic
utilities has failed by that sum in ten years
to realise the interest necessary to he paid
on it. any perszon wants to look for the
veal reason for the siagnstion in industey,

surely therein lies the real root of the
trouble. In fen years industry in Quecens-
land has been called upon to bear more
than its actual share for the upkeep of the
State to the extent of £21,000,000. Year in
and year out that goes on, and it is a
‘ious drain on the resources of Queensiand.
Now that sheep have failed wus, we are
thrown back on our own resources, and we
suddenly discover that we have no resources
to fall back on, and a number <f people
are now ftrving ta find out the reason for
all this. What is the solution? One of the
most  pleasing signs of the times is to
find the Treasurcr boldly and fearlessly
facing the position, He is really talking
in exactly the same manner as we on the
Opposition benches have spoken for some

Mr. Elphinstone.
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vears past in regard to the financial and
economic position. It is amusing to listen
to the hon. members behind the
[4.30 p.m.] hon. gentleman still giving voice
to opinions which are the abso-
lute antithesis of those which the Treasurer
has been voicing recently. Therein lies one
of our greatest problems—that the party in
charge of the affairs of the State, and which
should set the lead, are at sixes and sevens
themselves in regard to that matter.

The TREASURER : So are vou.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We are, undoubt-
edly, but the reason I call attention to that
is because the lead is expected from the
Government and nct from the Opposition.
*This is the first time that Queensland has
had to {face a set of circumstances like we
have to-day. and it does seem regrettable
that those from whom we expect a lead
should be absolutely at sea in regard to a
sclution of the problem. The Treasurer, by
interjection, asked for some of the reasons
that are causing people to look askance at
Queensland as a State where development
might be engaged in. I will mention one.
Take workers’ compensation. Workers’
compensation was instituted with a view to
giving the worker who is injured in his
ordinary vocation an opportunity of getting
reasonable compensation when deprived of
his means of livelihood, and it was naturally
considered that the industry which employs
that man should provide the premium from
which the compensation should be secured.
Since the business has been made a Govern-
nient monopoly and everyone has been com-
pelled to insure, the premiums that have
been paid amount to £3,692,000. The actual
claims in that period have amounted to
£2,487,000. The expenses incurred in the
department amount to £559,000. Those
expenses may or may not have been all
incurred in that particular department; how-
ever, they have been allocated to it. That
shows a profit of £645,000 in that depart-
ment since its inception. That is money
which the employer has paid in excess of
what has been required, so that in reality
industry has been deprived of that money,
which makes the task of the man who is
conducting business all the more difficult.

The TREASURER: We must have some
reserve.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I was expecting

that reply. Where you take the result over
a period of ten or cleven years, the question
of reserve does not arise,

The TreAsURER: Supposing a big disaster
occurred ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: A big disaster can
hardly occur here, because where are your
accumulations of mer who are likely to be
killed in any large enterprise at any parti-
cular pericd?

The Treasurer: Take the Mount Mulligan
disaster and the disaster at the Ipswich
coalmines.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You have had bhoth
of those, and still you have your large profit.

The TREASUBFR: Suppose there had been
500 men killed there instead of fifty.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You do not get
that accumulation of men, and, if you did,
it would be the duty cf the Insurance Com-
missioner to reinsure the portion of his risk

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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that he is not able to bear. He does it with
fire insurance, and it is the proper thing
to do with workers’ compensation where 2
calamity is likely to occur; and no doubt
he would if there were risks such as the
Treasurer refers to,

In another direction, too, the Treasurep.
is absorbing moncys that are taken out ot
industry and development and out of the
pockets of the people. A question I asked
in the House has an important bearing on
this subject. Take the insurance on workers’
dwellings. There arc 12,420 workers’ dwell-
ings actually crected or in c¢ourse of evection.
The Government, by reason of the fact that
they have advanced moneys on the crection of
these dwellings, have received £79,306 in five
premivms through their Insurance Depart-
ment. The actual losses that have occurred
over the whole of the period since 1916 only
amount to £7,001. The loss ratio is under
9 per ccnt. That money is coming out of
the pockets of the owners of those dwellings,
and, in my opinion, that is an unfair drain
o1 their resources, which are slender enough
in these days. The mere fact that they are
workers’ dwellings indicates that it is a means
of providing a man with a dwelling whiclr
he cannot secure through ordinarily accepted
channels. These ave two directions in
which there is a stecady drain on the
resources of the people—a drain which the
people could afford to bear, probably, when
there was something like £15,000,000 or
£16,000,000 per annum being circulated
among 800,000 people as the result of the
income received from pastoral pursuits. But
now that it is practically half what it used to
be, we are feeling the effect and naturally
must look round to see where we can get
some relief; and it is the duty of the Oppo-
sition in times like these to call attention
to these matters. In days gone by hon.
members opposite took little notice of what
we said. To-day, when trials and tribula-
tions have to be faced, and when the man
who is trring to keep his business and homo
going feels the pinch, they will Ilisten.
Therefore, I am of the opinion that we shall
emerge the better from the adversity through
which we are passing; although, in my
opinion, it is going to be more accentuated
next year than this. We do not refer to
these matters for the purpose of finding
fault, but to show where the weaknesses lie
and to try to do something to retrieve the
gituation.

The TREASURER : (Hon, W. McCormack,
Cairns): 1 would point out to hon. members
that the Trust Fund balance fluctuates a
great deal. The purchase of sugar is the
chief cause of that fluctuation. At certain
times of the year the funds are in credit
and at other times in debit. Queensland
is passing through a difficult period, but
my opinion is that, so long as we are not
stampeded, we shall be able to manage.
It locks as though we are going to get a
good scason. The north-west monsoon seems
to be eoming over our drought-stricken areas,
and, if we get good secasons. we should be
able to get upon an even keel again in a
few vyears.

The Leader of the Opposition took some
pains to show how legislation was preventing
industries from being established in Queens-
land. Although an effective higher rate of
wage exists in Brishane than in Sydney,
taking the cost of living into consideration
the actual money paid to the wage-carner
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in Sydney is higher than in Queensland.
Taking the cost-of-living basis, the wage
in both Melbourne and Sydney—which are
the two biggest manufacturing cities in the
Comraonwealth—is less effective than in
any other part of the Commonwealth. Why
do industries gravitate to those centres in
spite of that? No one knows better than
the hon. member for Oxley that, if he was
starting an industry for the manufacture
of any particular article, he would go to
the spot where the bulk of that article was
used, taking advantage of the bigger demand
there, and then selling the surplus to distant
parts. If he made the articles in Melbourne,
he would sell them in Brisbane at a price
which would prevent anyone from manufac-
turing those articles here with the small
market available in this State. No one
knows better than the hon. member that
that is one of the ecssential factors in the
cese.  The same thing applies to industry
even in our own State. *Why do people
take bullocks hundreds of miles by railway
past mestworks to the large centres of popu-
lation? There is a tendency for industry
to gravitate to big centres of population
for these reasons.

. This is what actually happens with the
imported article: A big importer in New
South Wales is able, by reason of his bigger
market, to import in large quantities, and
he pays a lower price than what the Brisbane
importer can buy at. He gets not only the
benefit of buying a larger quantity from
the manufacturers, but he pars a lower
ad valorem duty upon the goods.

Mr. ErpgixstoXe: No; he pays duty on
the domestic value.

The TREASURER: He pays duty on the
price he pays for them.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
value.

The TREASURER: I am giving the hon.
member the statement of one of the leading
importers in Brisbane. He says that, on
account of those factors operating, the New
South Wales importer is able to import a
huge quantity of stuff and sell it in Brisbane
at a lower price than it would cost the
merchant in Brisbane to import it. The
New South Wales merchant gets an advan-
tage by buying in larger quantities. It
actually happens that stuff sent from New
South Wales can be sold in Brisbane at a
less cost than the Brisbane importer can sell
at. That stuff comes to Brisbane and injures
our business firms. That illustration can

be applied in regard to the manufacture of
many articles.

No—on the domestic

I do not want to go into all the matters
dealt with by various speakers I sincerely
trust that our seasons may improve and
that things will rectify themselves, and that
we shall be able to carry on without too much
hardship. It is very easy for anybody with-
out responsibility to say that we ought not
to do this, that, or the other thing.

I find great difficulty in persisting in the
attitude I have taken up since I have been
Treasurer of reducing loan expenditure.
Queensland is the only State which has made
a real effort to carry out the decisions of the
Loan Council. Last year we spent nearly
£1,000,000 less from loan funds than during
the previous year. The benefit is that we
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have not got to find the interest, and if
this year we can go along spending the
bulk of ocur money on wages and not on
materials, we zhall at least be able to pre-
vent any further unemployment; but at the
samo time we must endeavour to reduce
our loan expenditure except on things which
ara entirely reproductive. I am firmly con-
vinced, although it is not popular politics,
that this is one of the things which must
be faced in Australia, and the saving of
a little bit of workers’ compensation
premiums will not get us very far. A little
more attention to business by both employer
and employce may help to solve the problem,
but it will not stop the enormous drain that
is taking place in Australia in the direction
of loan expenditure. The danger is that, if
this expenditure of loan morey is cut off
forthwith, the large numbers of men and
women who are dependent upon it for a
livelihood—not only those who are working
on the job but those also who are supplying
them with goods and the business people
who live on the spending of their money—
will be thrown idle, and we shall find our-
sclves facing a very scrious crisis indeed.
I do not want to face a crisis in that way.
I would rather do what has to be done
gradually, and get people so used to living
within their means that the position will
gradually right itself.

The Government intend to follow that
course. Queensland is not bankrupt. So
far as loan money is eoncerned, we are not
in any immediate difficulty. Weo ought to
be able to carry on cur business for the
whole year, or till very late in the year,
without borrowing any more. Other States
are not so fortunate, and the real reason is
that they have not faced the situation as we
have done. They are having to knock off
men, and are endeavouring to save money
here, there, and everywhere. It is useless
for us to believe, or for the people of
Queensland to say, that we are in any differ-
ent position from those in other States of
Australia. The whole of Australia has to face
this problem. No individual State can face
it. All the people have to learn to live
oin what they earn, and not on money
borrowed from somebody else.

Question—-That the Bill be now read a
sccond time —put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. F. A. Cooper, Bremer, one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, in the Chair.)

(lauses 1 to 8, both inclusive, schedule,
and preamble, agreed to.

The House resumed.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN

reported the
Bill without amendment.

THIRD READING,

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns): I beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 4.52 p.m.
Hon., W. McCormack.]





