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1632 Land Acts Amendment Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Papers. 

FRIDAY, 9 DECEMBER, 1927. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bcrtram, .Maree) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QuESTIO~S. 

ExPEl>DITURE ox RAILWAY CoNsTRucTION uxDER 
UPPER BuRNETT AXD CALLIDE LAND SETTLE­
MENT ScnE}JES. 

Mr. CLAYTON (lVirZe B"y) asked the 
Secretary for Rarlways-

" 1. \Vhat is the mileage constructe·d 
and total cost to elate of the following 
lines: -(a) Many Peaks towards Monto; 
(b) Mundubbcra towards Monto; (c) 
Ranncs towards l'IIonto ? 

" 2. What is the total expenditure to 
·date on railway construction included 
under the 1.: pper Burnett and Callicle 
land settlement scheme?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, (iympie), for the SECRE­
TARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon. J. Lar­
combe, J( eppel), replied-

" The infonnation is 111 course of 
preparation." 

SuPPLY OF SHELL GRIT. 
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) asked the 

Treasurer-
" 1. 'What are the names of the five 

persons granted leases of shell-grit areas 
mentioned in his answer to my question 
of 25th November last? 

"2. Will he lay upon the table of the 
House all correspondence, reports, and 
other papers in connection with this 
n1atter ?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. \V. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. Thomas Maloney and Sons, T. 
Rowe, J. Loynes, junior, E. Beattie, 
G. D. Fraser. 

"2. If the hon. member will call at the 
T'reasury, he may peruse the correspon­
dence.'' 

PAPERS. 
Tho following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed :-
Report of the Manager of the Golden 

Casket Art Union. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table:-
Regulntions un:der the Racecourses Act of 

1923. 
Regulation under the Explosives Act of 

1906. 
Regulation under the Slaughtering Act of 

1893. 
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FIREARMS LICENSE BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
•n. :M. J. Kirwan, Brisbune), for the 
JME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stopford, 

aunt M organ), said: I beg to move-
" That the Bill be now read a third 

time." 
Question put and passed. 

CROWN FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS 
AND SOLICITORS. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I beg to 
move-

" That there be laid upon the table of 
the House a return showing th~ _fees 
paid on behalf of the Crown to sohmtors 
and barristers during last financial year." 

Question put and passed. 

COMMO:::\WEALTH AND STATES 
FINANCIAL AGREEMENT RATIFI­
CATION BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 
(Jir. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

.fhe PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
i;:,troduced to authorise the execution by 
the State of Queensland of a draft agree­
ment between the Commonwealth of 
Australia and the States of New South 
\Vales, Victoria, Queensland, South Aus­
tralia. Western Australia, and Tasmama 
concerning the adjustment of the finan­
cial relations between the Commonwealth 
and the States of the Commonwealth; 
to approve and ratify the agreement as 
finally made and executed between such 
parties; and for other purposes." 

I do not intend at this stage to outline the 
agreement, as it would be repeating what I 
hall have to say on the second reading. If 

we get the Bill through this stage and haye 
it minted and circulated, hon. members w1ll 
ha~e an opportunity during the week-end of 
looking over the Bill, and or; :ruesday. they 
will be in a much better positiOn to d1souss 
the agreement as a whole. This is merely a 
ratification measure, and we have either to 
accept or reject the agreement. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 

Cairns) presented the Bill, and moved-
" That the Bill be now read a first 

time.'' 
Question put and passed. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for Tuesday next. 

SUPPLY. 
SEVENTEENTH ALLOTTED DAY. 
RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory) presented the resolu­
tions reported from Committee of Supply 
on Wednesday, the 7th instant. 

1927-5 H 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. ]\1cCormack, 
Cairns): I beg to move-

" That the resolutions be now 
received.'' 

Question put and passed. 

ADOPTIEJN OF IlESOL UTIONS. 
The resolutions being taken as read, 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack, 

Caims): I beg to move-
" That the resolutions be now agreed 

to.'' 
And hon. members indicating a desire to 

discuss resolutions 2, 3, 8, 9, 21, 32, 38, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 49, and 50. 

Resolution 1-" Aide-de-Camp to His 
Excellency the Go11ernor "-agreed to. 

Resolution 2-" Railways, Genera! Estab­
lishment, Chief Office"-

J'.'l:r. F. A. COOPJ<~R (Bremer): I desire 
to bring under the attention of the Secre­
tary for Railways certain matters in connec­
tion with the electric power used at the 
Ipswich workshops. When this vote w.as 
before the Committee I mentioned the matter, 
and the Minister sent me a reply by letter 
in reference to the repair of the generators 
at the workshops. I understand now that 
a movement is on foot to provide the power 
roquired from an outside source, and, on 
behalf of the men at the shops, a.nd the 
electrical trades union in particular, I desire 
to enter a. strong protest against that being 
done. I believe that, i£ a thorough investi­
gation were made, it would be proved that 
the power could be generated at the work­
shops more cheaply than it can be pro­
vided from outside. I firmly believe that 
the outside supply such as is given to the 
citizens of Ipswich, which is subject to inter­
ruption, wou;J be an extremely bad thing 
from the point of view of the workshops. 
Particularly I want to draw attention to the 
fact that I asked the Minister the cost of 
generating power at the Ipswich workshops, 
and he advised me in reply that it was 1!d. 
per unit. I believe that the actual generat­
ing cost is four-fifths of a penny, but, 
of course, overhead charge-s, interest, and 
redemption have to be added to the 
cost, bringing the price to l!d. per 
unit. What I want to point out is that, 
in the event of power being purchased from 
an outside source, the cost of inteJ;.est and 
redemption on the buildings used for this 
purpose at the shops will still have to be 
met. The workshops cannot avoid those 
charges, because the money has been bor­
rowed to build them and they are depre­
ciating, so that to any amount which may 
have to be paid to anybody outside must 
be added the amount representing interest 
and redemption charges on those buildings. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: What is the price at 
which outside power can be obtained? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I do not know. I 
think that ordinarily it is 2~d. per unit. 
I understand that the matter has not been 
finalised. Had it been finalised, it would be 
no use ·discussing the matter. It is still 
under consideration, and I earnestly ask that 
every investigation be made and that fact 
be not overlooked, because I believe the fact 
is being overlooked that the interest and 
redemption charges will still hav·e to be met, 
whether the current is obtained from an out~ 
side concern or not. Of course, the work­
shops cannot escape those charges. In 

Mr. F. A. Cooper.] 
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addition, the power proposed to be supplied 
by an outside concern will be manufactured 
in Brisbane, and will have to be transmitted 
25 miles to the Ipswich workshops. 

Another matter with which I wish to deal 
is the payment to railway employees for 
Christmas Day. 'I'his year Christmas Day 
falls on a Sunday, and the Commissioner and 
his officers have arrived at the decision not 
to pay for Christmas Day. Ordinarily, 
according to the award, Christmas Day is a 
holiday for which pay is given; but, as it 
falls on Sunday, it has been decided not to 
pay for the day. Monday is to be observed 
as an ordinary day-Christmas Day not 
being kept up on Monday. On Tuesday, 
which is being observed as Boxing Day, the 
usual award rates will apply. I am reminded 
that this is a ruling of the Board of T·rade 
and Arbitration; but I would remind the 
Railway Department that it is a ruling of 
the Arbitration Court in 1921. The old idea 
that the awards of the Board of Trade con­
tain the maximum provision is an erroneous 
one. The awards provide .for minimum pay­
ments, and the decent employer has the 
opportunity to give more than the award 
rates if he thinks fit. 

The PREMIER : It is not an erroneous idea 
in .a department which is losing £2,000,000 
per annum. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: It may not be 
erroneous from that standpoint; but, having 
paid the amount in the past, the employees 
have always understood that Christmas Day 
and Good Friday were holidays for which 
they would be paid, and it is a loss to them 
when those holidays fall on a Sunday and 
they arc not paid. 

There is one other matter to which I wish 
to refer. 'l'hree years ago the department, 
in its wisdom, decided to give contracts to 
outside firms for the manuf~cture of wagons, 
and an inspector was appollted. It was his 
duty to inspect the work carried out by these 
firms, and he continued as inspector right 
up to the termination of the contracts. Some 
little time afterwards he was charged with 
neglect of duty in a matter of inspection, 
and was suspended. He denied the charge, 
the case duly coming before the Inquiry 
:Board. The .appellant was reduced from the 
position of inspector to that of wagon 
builder. He appealed to the Appeal Board, 
and when his case came before that body the 
department refused · to go on with the 
matter, allowing the appellant to win his 
appeal and obtain costs against the depart­
ment. Now comes the remarkable position: 
This man has been advised that the only 
position available for him is that of marker-in 
in the wagon shop, whereas previously he 
had been a leading hand marker-in. This 
position meant an absolute reduction in 
status. No charge was brought against the 
man, but he was advised by the department 
that he would have to accept the position or 
leave the service, because of the fact that 
there were now no outside contracts. The 
remarloble feature is this: that in all other 
cases where the employees of the workshops' 
have been appointed outside inspectors they 
were given positions in the workshops at 
le"""t equal to the positions they occupied 
when they took the job of outside inspectors. 
That occurred when the outside work ceased. 
There is something peculiar somewhere. 
This man was charll'ed with neglect of duty. 
found guilty by the Inquiry Board and 

[.Mr. F. A. Cooper. 

suspended; but, when it comes to the Appeal 
Board, he is .allowed by the department to 
win his appeal with costs, and now he is 
reduced in status. He again .appealed to the 
Appeal Board, which tribunal decided that 
it had no jurisdiction in this case. Mr. T. 
Fallon, employees' representative on the 
Appeal Board, said-

" In dealing with this case I very 
much regret that the Act does not allow 
the employee the right of appeal. In 
the case which was previously before the 
court, this board threw out the suggestion 
to the department, expressing the wish 
that the department would be able to see 
its way clear to preserve the status of 
the appellant. I regret the department 
has not seen its way clear to accept the 
suggestion offered by the board. I also 
consider that the appellant has been 
unfitirly and unjustly treated." 

" His record shows that he has been 
employed in the railway service for 
about fifty-six years, and during that 
tirn0 has given efficient arid faithful ser­
vice. For oixteen years he has been 
employed as a wagon builder and pro­
moted to leading hand marker-in. Some 
three years ago a vacancy occurred for 
the position ef inspector of wagons built 
by private conrract. The appellant being 
the senioy employee, and the depart­
ment being satisfied as to his qualifica­
tions. appointed him to the position. 
He held the position until the expira­
tion of the contract. He was then 
informed that as the private contract 
had expired that there was no further 
work for him as inspector, and the 
de}'l"artment could ' sack ' him, but• did 
not do this, and offered him the posi­
tion Df wagon builder, thus putting him 
back tD his position of twenty-six years 
ago''--

Hon. W. H. BARXES: What age is he 1 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I should say he 
would be about sixty-six or sixty-seven years 
o£ age. He is getting on, anyway-

" and thus depriving him ef his status in 
the seniority, and allowing employees 
who had always been junior to him to 
become his seniors. 

"As a matter Df fact, other inspectors 
had been appointed for private contracts, 
and at the expiration of these contracts 
they had always been offered a position 
equal in status to the one held prior to 
receiving the position of inspector. Why 
the departure in the present case? 
asked M:r. Fallon." 

I aek that question also. If there is good 
reason for the departure, the man should 
be told of it. If he has done something 
which warrants thi' reduction, a specific 
charge should be made against him and he 
should be given an oppor,nity of defend· 
ing himself as the law requires. 

Mr. T.HLOR: ·was the department repre­
sented before the Appeal Board 1 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Yes. Their legal 
adviser was actually sitting in court, but 
took no part in the proceedings. It may be 
that there is something deeper in the matter. 
It may be that there is something further 
wrong than the dereliction of duty alleged 
against this inspector and subsequently not 
proceeded with. If there is, it is the duty 
of the department to clear up the whole 

~ 
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thing. It is a very wrong thing for a 'man, 
after fifty-six } ears service, to be sentenced on 
a charge which he has no opportumty of 
disproving. 

Mt. MoORE: Do you say he has had fifty­
six years' service? 

I>'l:r. F. A. COOPER: Yes. That may be 
a mistake but I know he has been many, 
rnany years in the serviCe. l-Ie is put back 
to a position he occupied twenty-six years 
ago, and n1cn many vcars his junior in 
servi,P are put over h1s head. I ask the 
Secretary for Railways to give this matter 
his earnest ronsicleration and see if some 
inj ustico has not been done to this man. 

Mr. ELl'HINSTO~E (Oxley): I under­
stood the hon. member for Bremcr to say 
that the Secretary for Railways hao in con­
templation the purchasing of electric current 
in bulk from wmo outside company to SU]ll: 

the Ipswich workshops, evidently with the 
vic>.v of discontinuing the ~·eneration of cur­
rent in the workshop itseif. If that is his 
intention, I can only say that I must com­
mend the Minister for his contemplated 
action, especially if the experience in the 
Ipswich workshops is the same as the experi­
ence of the Darra cement works. \Y c are in 
mueh the s,Lme position there. Some years 
ago, when the Durra ce:tnent vvorks were 
established, we spent a large sum of money 
in e'otablishing a modern power house with 
the object of generating current for our own 
consun1ption, but a yea.r or two of experi­
ence sho1ved that it was 111ore cconomir d 
to pur~hasc our current in bulk from out­
side. Evct· since that date, eight or nine 
years ago, we ha n3 continued ihat procedure, 
and hav•' found it entirely satisfactory. 

Dealing \vith the phase of the matter on 
which the hon. member for Brnmer touched, 
that interest and redemption would stili have 
to be paid on the present power plant ancl 
buildings at Ipswich, I have no doubt that 
the Railway Department can make good use 
of these buildings. \Vo have done so at 
Dan·a, and I have no doubt that, bei;1g 
pushed fc;r room at the Ipswich workshops, 
the bmldmgs at present accommodating the 
power plant can be used for a good pur­
pose. It is pleasing to note that econo1ny 
and efficiency are being looked into very 
c arcfull} at tho Ipswich workshops. I am 
quite certain that this contemplated pro­
cedure vvill end in a saving to the workshops. 

Mr. BRAND (liurrum): I would like to 
put in a plea to the Minister for consideration 
to the railway men who are employed at 
Jl.laryborough. v'i'hen the Estimat,es wore 
going through, I touched ou this matter, and 
suggested that departmental officers in Mary­
borough should be given more discretionary 
powets than they possess to-day. I pointed 
out that it was necessary, as Maryborough 
was a very important district situated some 
considerable distance from Brisbane where 
t,he officers in charge WE're not as sympathetic 
as they were m Ma.ryborough. It appears 
now as though Maryborough is only to have 
a station-master in charge. The Economy 

Board has gone north, and on the 
[11 a.m.] eve of Christmas we find men 

being discharged wholesale, and 
these men will have to go elsewhere for 
something to tide them over the Christmas 
holidays. The services of three men have 
already been dispensed with, and, according 
to the report 111 the press to-day a large 
batch is to bo dismissed to-day.' In the 

Wide Bay and Burnett districts there is 
sufficient railway work for the railwaymen, 
and there is no need to dispense with the 
services of railway employees in that district. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: How do you reconcile that 
with your general criticism of the Railway 
Estimate'? 

~'l:r. BIL\~D: Hon. members on this side 
have never sug-gested the dismissal of 
employees from the Railway Department; 
but they have said that they should be placed 
in useful emplo3 mont. I should like the 
::\linister to take into consideration the posi­
tion as it exists at Maryborough, and recog­
nise that that is an imporhnt centre in 
raih,·ay maitagement. Instead of dispensing 
with the services of these men, he should see 
that the officials there are given more dis­
crdion so that these men can be kept in 
employment at least until after the Christ­
mas holidays. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I wish to raise 
a question in connection with the booking of 
sleeping berths, but in doing so I do not 
wish to be misunderstood by the great body 
of railway employees. After members of 
Parliament hav-e gone to the Railway 
Department for the purpose of securing a 
sleeping berth, and have met with a refusal, 
the booking clerk behind the counter in some 
leading hotel is apparently able to secure 
sleeper rv;eryations. 

HONOUTIABLE ::V1EMBERS: Hear, h?ar ! 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is a most difficult 
position, and it is an e\·il that hon. members 
of this House will have the utmost difficulty 
to stand up to. l think a very thorough and 
searching- inquiry should be made by the 
Secretary for Railv. ays into this matter. I 
have brought it under his notice before, and 
he has been most sympathetic. I know, of 
course. that the hon. gentlenutll has some 
difficulty in dealing with this sort of thing. 
I do not say it is a general practice-I do 
not think it is-but it is sufficiently common 
to have brought this part:;· in for quite a lot 
of critieism which it was not entitled to get. 
When in Sydney last year I \vent clown to 
the railway booking office in Martin place 
to secure a. berth on the express to Brisbane. 
I was told that a berth was not available. 
The berth was not for myself, but for another 
person_ An hour afterwa.rds I noticed that 
a gentleman was able to go tD a leading 
hotel. and. by the pay1'1ent of a sum of money 
to the man behind the counter, he was able 
to secure a berth for another person. That is 
not right, and something ought to be done 
to stop that sort of thing. If there is any 
sort of pettv grafting going on-I do not say 
there is-whet·eby for the payment of a few 
shillings to the officials in charg-e of the 
booking office that sort of thing can be 
brought about, the quicker it is stopped the 
better for all concerned. (Hear, hear !) I 
do not want to say any more on it. I know 
that it is a real evil, and a proper and 
searching inquiry should be made into the 
matter. The fact of allowing these people in 
the booking office to know that members of 
Parliament a·re wise to the fact that this sort 
of thing is going on, perhaps, will do more 
to remedy it than a.nything else. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, GympiP): In the absence 
of the Secretary for Railways, I can only 
reply briefly to the matters brought forward 
by various hon. members. The matter raised 

Hon. T. Dttnstan.] 
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1y the hon. member for Bremer in regard 
to the supply of electric current to the 
Ip,wich workshops by an outside firm will 
receive complete investigation. 

"\Yith regard to the payment of overtime 
to railway employees on Christma_ Day, I 
am ,,iven to understand that overtime pay­
ments a re made in accordance with the 
rai!wav awa.rd. Christmas Dav will fall on 
a Sunday this year, and the;0 is no pro­
vision for !hat day being regarded as a pay 
day. The other matter brought forward by 
the hon, member for Bremer, and the matters 
brought forward by the hon. member for 
Oxley and the hon. member for Burrum, will 
receive attention. The matter of the reserva­
tion of sleeping-berths raised by the hon. 
member for Gregory, who asked that an 
inquiry should be made into certain allega­
tions , in that respect, will also receive 
attention. 

Resolution 2-" R·~-ilu-ays, Grneral Estab­
lishment, Chief Office "-agreed to. 

Resolutions 3 to 7, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 8-" Legislative Assembly"-

Mr. SWAYNE (.4lirani): I desire to take 
advantage o£ this opportunity to draw atten­
tion to the position of Parliament itself. 
YV c all recognise that the prosperity of the 
community depends upon what Parliament 
does, on the laws it makes, and the general 
administration resulting therefrom. I would 
like the House to consider seriously whether 
under present conditions the community are 
getting the service from Parliament that 
they are entitled to. Take the present 
session, for instance. \V c must bear in mind 
that there is now no second House to review 
the legislation passed in this Chamber. We 
h_ave sat just over, forty days. During that 
trme we have passed a number of laws, most 
o£ which are amending laws-all evidence 
of the difficulties in previous law-making 
under the system under which legislation is 
rushed through as it is, 

Another important function of Parliament 
is the control of public funds. All those who 
have read historv will realise that in the 
cady days of the British Parliament the 
providing of finance was the chief function 
of Parliament. In view of what has just 
happened, I ask whether the public are 
getting the full service they are entitled to 
in that regard. I notice that these resolutions 
cover a total sum of £27,619,000, out of 
which over £16,000,000 is revenue, £5.000 000 
trust, !lnd something like £4,000,000 !~an 
expendrturc. The only departments which 
have been discussed are the Railways Chief 
Secretary's Department, the Home Offi~e. and 
the Department of Labour and Industry 
which represent an expenditure of £8,388,000: 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: Mr. 
Bruce put £36,000,000 through in thirty-six 
hour,, 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. SW A YNE : It seems to me that the 
time to deal with these matters is when you 
are in the chair, Mr. Speaker, The Esti­
mates of the Department of Public Lands, 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
the Dqoartment of Mines, and the Depart: 
ment of Public Instruction have not been 
discussed. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

[Hon. T. Dunstan. 

Mr. SWAYJ'\F.: We knmv, Mr. Speaker, 
that every now and then disclosures are 
made, and Parliament has a right to expect, 
when you are moved out of the chair, to 
have an opportunity of discussing them­
for instance, in connection with the Mines 
Department. Then in regard to Trust 
Funds--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon, mem­
ber will have an opportunity at a later stage 
of discussing that matt-:or. 

Mr. S\VA YNE: \Ve are now discussing 
the resolution embodying the vote for the 
Legislative Assembly, and it seems to me 
that this is the proper place to discuss it. 
Of course I bow to your ruling, 1ir. Speaker, 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member will 
hav? the opportunity of discussing that 
matter on the Trust and Special Funds 
Estimates. 

Mr. SWAYNE: There is another matter 
to which as an old member I would like to 
call attention. If affects members generally. 
I notice that a practice has a risen under 
which Ministers make long, discursive 
speeches in moving the second readings of 
Bills, thereby ?etting in a lot of electioneer­
ing matter. Then, possibly, Mr. Speaker, 
as the debate progresses, your ·deputy takes 
the chair. and, if a member on this side of 
the House endeavours to reply to the elec­
tioneering of the Minister, he is ruled out 
of order. Take the Chief Secretary. He 
repeatedly does this, but members on this 
side arc not allowed to reply to the points 
he makes. 

The SPEAKER: Ordc>r: That is a reflec­
tion on the Chairman of Committees, which 
I cannot allow, 

Mr. SW A YNE : I do not suggest any 
rrf!ection on the Chai·r, I am simply grvmg 
reasons for a suggestion which I am going 
to make, and which I think would tend tD 
a more satisfactory condition of things­
ihat those who occupy the chair should confer 
and decide what is in order and what is 
not in order, There should be one fixed 
rule in this regard. At any rate, I do not 
think it should be left to the individual 
judgment of the member who occupies the 
chair at the moment, There should be some 
fixed rule or system under which we a.ll­
Ministers as well as ordinary members­
would know exactly how far we could go, 
I think that we arc within our righb as 
members of Parliament in discussing these 
matters, and that in the interests of those 
whom we represent we are entitled to the 
fullest debate which should be allowed­
and none of us wishes to exceed that. 

Then, as to our opportunity to go into 
the details of some of these votes I would 
like to point out that the Lead~r ·of the 
Opposition asked for three extl'a days on 
the Estimates, Possibly if his request had 
been granted we might have got to the 
Estimates of the Dcpal'tment of Mines, but 
those extra days have been refused, 

GovERXThiEXT MEMBERS: No. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I think I am justified 
in saying that, if those three extra days 
had been allowed and we had bec:n permitted 
to get as far as the Department of Mines, the 
mterest' of the p-eople of Queensland might 
have been very much better served than 
otherwise, 
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Then, personal interjections have reached 
a pitch beyond which they should not be 
allowed to go. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. SWAYNE: For instance, I under­
stand that, when I was speaking the other 
day on a public question, one hon. member 
on the other side said that I had burned 
down a sawmill. He might have been just 
as truthful-or as untruthful-if he had said 
that I had robbed a church; but the sugges­
tion was made-a pure collcoction-and it 
got into the press. I want to take this 
opportunity of S3.ying that no property or 
house-farm or otherwise-with which I have 
been connected has ever been burned down. 

0PPOSITIO::-i :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

J\fr. SW AYNE: I want further to sny 
that that cort of interjection, concocted on 
the spur of the moment to disconcert an 
hon. member who is making a speech, if it 
does not tend to lower the standard of 
Parliament, does not tend to raise it. 

Mr. COLLI~S (Bowen): I want to draw 
atLmtion to a serious statetnent made hi a 
membGr of tll8 Opposition which reflects upon 
Parliament and the conduct of Parliament 
as presided over by yourself, i\lr. Speaker. 
Let me quote from the '' Courier " of 
Monday, 2tJth November last-

" DECLIJ.<E OF PARLI.UlEKT. 

" At a garden party for the Queensland 
Women's Electoral League, held at Mrs. 
Dan Wicnholt's home at Chelmer on 
Saturday, Mr. J. G: Appal, M.L.A., 
addrccsed the gathering saying that it 
wets to the womanhood qf the State they 
must look if a change for the better was 
to b0 dfccte·d. The women must enclea­
Yonr to spur on the manhood of the com­
rnunitJ', v ha ha·d become apathetic. Such 
apathy had not existed in the earlier days 
of Queensland. Parliament .had clegenc­
ratr ri; in fact, it W"S not a Parliament, 
and as such it could haYe little effect. At 
one tin1o a n1an "\Yas proud to becon1e a 
me ,nbcr of Parliameut, as "in it there had 
only been men of tho highest character 
HJ,d honour, and it had benefited progress 
in the Stcte. A mig-hty effort must be 
made by the women of Queensland to 
regenerate tho liouse and Legislature 
so that Parliament should once again 
becom0 honoured and respected and so 
make for the progrc ,s and adv~ncement 
of the State." 

I regret very much that the hon. member 
~or ~~lbcrt is not present this morning, because 
1 wuh io elate as a member of Pe,rliarnent 
,vhen tho hon. gentleman \Vas a 1nembcr of 
a Government, and as ono who has watched 
closely the conduct of members of Parliament 
during the time that I have been in Parlia­
ment, that the debates of Parliament are 
on as high a level to-dav as when I first 
came into this Chamber !n 1909. I do not 
now see the scones that I witnessed at that 
p'"Lrtie]Jlar time-men rolling up their sleeves 
between here and the refreshment room and 
'",etting out to bash each other. Apart from 
that. Parliament to-clay is dealing with dif­
ferent subjects from those dealt with in the 
pe_st. Parliament was then dealing with 
political subjects such as the enfranchisement 
of the masses of the people and so on; but 
to·day we have passed that stage, and are 
dealing with far more important subjects­
economic subjects-which require a great 

deal more thought than political subjects. 
I do not think that any member of this 
House has the right to go and tell the woman­
hood of Queensland that they have to 
regenerate Parliament. 

The PRE}!IER: Such members should start 
to· regenerate themselves. 

Mr. COLLINS: There is something in that. 
Their first duty is to sec if they themselves 
are perfect. Every morning when they rise 
from bed they should look in a big looking 
glass, and, if they think they are perfect, 
then they can preach perfection to others. 
The remarks of the hon. member for l\1irani 
this morning prompted me to draw the 
c.ttention of the people of Queensland to the 
re-::.ult of n1y experience, and n1y observa­
tion is that Parliament is on just as high a 
le,-el to·dav as it was when I first came into 
this House. in the year 1909. 

The PREJ\HER (Hon. vY. 11cCormack, 
Cairns): As this question has been raised 
an:d prominent members of the Opposition 
are 'Btting themselves up as paragons of 
Yirtue on pro<'eclu,re and personal conduct, it 
n1ight bo \Vcll for me to say a \Yard or two 
on the matter. The hon. member for Bowen 
has just quoted the hon. member for Albert. 
I 'vish to sav here publicly that the hon. 
member for Albcrt had some effrontery-! 
u-;cd that word with a full appreciation of its 
n1canirrg-to go outside this J-Iouse and 
deliver a lecture upon the conduct of mern­
bers within this House. I do not want to 
sav anv n1orc than that; but the hon. g-entle­
nlUn ':\~ould do \vell to follo\Y tho ad,:ico of 
the hon. member for Bowen, and he himself 
fir t clo all the things that should be clone by 
a respectable member of the community, 
Having- accomplished that himself. he might 
be a little n1orc humble in critlri~:]ng his 
fellow men, who have all the ,,-eakucsst, of 
hnrnan n .tturc. The idea that Parliament 
has deg-enerated is one that the old identity 
is liable to accept. bcc<tuse he still lives in 
the past whon onlv Uw rcprcsontati\Tcs of 
the wealthv class sat in the halls of the legis-
lature. ~ 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: I am afraid that you 
a re not fair. 

The PRE-:\IIER: It is time it was said, 
b~c<-luse this idea that the vvorking man whv­
comcs from the field or the factory is not 
as capable, not as cnlturcd, and not as \Yell 
n1anncrcd as rncn anJ "':~:mnen whD, perhaps,. 
haYC never ucrforn1c-d any useful work, i·, 
a theory that has been entirely exploded. 

If. in the changed circumstances and the 
clw11gcd political posit.~o1;s in vvhich we noyv 
find onr" •lYf'S, a httte_ .r~orc r hea:t. IS 
f'ngc·ndercci, it is duo to diYl~Ion o.~_ opinion. 
It '"is du~~ to men facing- issnes fron1 different 
points of view, and probably. getting heated 
becnusc they rpprcsent two d1ffcrent sections 
in the community. 'J'hat is all to the good. 
It is not deterioration at all. As I have 
stated hero before, this Parliament is a 
~~uncl:'y school compared with tho House of 
Comm;.,ns. Many people in England think 
that the House of Commons is deteriorating 
bccHr,e in the heat and passion of the 
economic fights thctt are taking place there 
to-da v members lose control of thcmseh·es 
and ;;;.". things that they ought not. to say, or 
crc:tte disorder in the hPat of the moment. 
I mvself was in the gallery of the House 
c,f Commons on one occasion-I think the 
hon. member for Kurilpa was there at 
the same time-and I witnessed a situation 

Hon. W. llicConnack.] 
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whore tho Speaker himself was helpless to 
secure order. :Members on both sides were 
offenders, and nobody with any knowledge 
of the situation is going to toll me or any­
ono else that, because of thos() scenes, 
Parliament is deteriorating. 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhat was the nature of the 
interjections that ou refer to? 

The PREMIER: I could not catch any 
of them because there were so man:. 

l\lr. KrxG: vVere they in relation to 
criminal offences? (Laughter.) 

The PHE:HIER : Members were taken out 
by the sergeant-at-arms during the turmoil. 
There were probably nearly 600 members 
pre~~~nt on the occasion I refer to, and nearly 
every interjtction frmn one side was ans\vered 
b:·· the other, and the Attorney-General, who 
wns making a speech when the tumult arose, 
Bimpl:. stood at the table and aited for about 
ton minutes until members on each side told 
memb· t·s on the other si-de what they thought 
of them before he proceeded. 

There is another theory held that the men 
in politics to-day are mental pigmies com· 
pared with men who preceded us. There 
was never " greater illusion. No doubt in the 
course of time, as every notable man passes 
a way all his good deeds are predominant, 
and thcv alone a•·e Cl·oditod to him. 1Ien 
in Quee'i:,sland politics in the past, such as 
Mcllwraith, Griffith, and Kidston, arc 
regarded as men of outstanding capacity in 
the affairs of State; but they ;,tppear much 
bigget' men now than they did to their con­
tf•mporarics who were abusing them from 
the Opposition side. vVe want to view things 
in their proper relationship. 

Mr. l~ELSO: I hope you are not talking 
personally. 

The PREMIER: Xot at all. I know, and 
I am sure every member of the Opposition 
knmn too, that the task of governing to-day 
is much more difficult, and calls for much 
more attention than it did in those days. 
lYe have onlY to look at· the records of 
Pai'liament in· tho;o davs. The business of a 
se"ion probably eonsisted of a Lo,nd Bill, and 
the l:>alance of the time was devoted to the 
R'timates. Members then had not to deal 
with the same amount of legislation, the 
intricate Bills, or the regulation of society 
which have to be dealt with in the Parlia­
ments in every part of the world to-da~·. 
Governments to-day are compelled to take 
on tremendous tasks in regard to legislation ; 
yet we and the public are prone to believe 
that the people in politics to--day are mere 
pigmies compared with the people who were 
in politics twenty or thirty years ago. It· is 
not quite fair to the present-day members to 
take up that attitude. 

I ap-preciate the difficultY of tho members 
of the Opposition who receiYe Bills that have 
been thoroug·hly studied by the Ministers and 
officers of the departments with all the 
deplOrtmental knowledge at their -disposal. 
A Bill is now framed and brought down. 
and the 0pposition have to take that Bill 
and in a few hours endeavour to got a grip 
of the ·whole of its contents. I know the 
task is difficult for the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, and it is difficult for other Opposition 
membore; an-d it is wrong for the public 

to get an impression that the 
[11.30 a. m.] men of to-day are pigmies anc\ 

compare unfavourably with men 
of the past. That wrong impression should 
be corrected by every member of Parliament. 

[Hon. TV. McGormack. 

The dutie,; aro more onerous, the public 
rnorc exacting, and the electors most exacting 
on all members of this House. Members 
haYe to attend to many things that were 
ncner thought of in the old days. Country 
members arc actually agents and reprc.senta­
tiYes of their con,;tituencies in tho mty of 
Brisbane, and I make bold to say that every 
rrerr~ber representing a country constituency 
more than oarnc, his salary by the work he 
doe'· for his constituents for nothing, without 
Ltking into consideration his legislatiYe work 
in this Parliament. \Vhy should we decry 
onr ,,Jvcs? vVhv should Parliament admit 
thnt this carping criticism has anything in 
it: I rose to say publicly that mem~ers of 
Parliament should "how to the pubhc that 
thev know who,t their duties arc, and should 
cor~cct this gc•neral idea that members of 
PRrliament, as a whole. have deteriorated 
mental!\'. It is 10ot true. That is my candid 
opinion: I have had the opportunity of 
bPing at the head of nearly every department 
of the SJ· ., to a·; y;cll as of being Spc ,,ker 
since I hane been in thie House. 1Y1any of 
the great dcpcll'tments of the State have been 
under nF control, and while many of my 
pn~drct ,::ors \YCTG very capable men. I say 
there w 's nothing that those men did that 
men in this Parliament. either on the Opposi­
tion 'idc or on this side, are not capable of 
emulating to-day. 

)Ir. PETERSO:';' (.Torman/y): I quite 
agre-e ,,,ith what the Premier has said about 
lHln. membe-rs upholding their own dignity, 
a:::<l. spcn.king generally, we can subscribe 
to the whol0 of his arguments. One of the 
chief rr"ons whv Parliament has been 
brought into ridictile is the attempts on ~he 
part of a section of the press always to brmg 
into contempt the people's representatives. 

Thn PREAIIER: They are always sneering 
at the politician. 

l\fr. PETER SON: After all, we are only 
a replica of the people outside. The people 
v·ho sent us here are our creators for the 
time being, and the same people haYe t~e 
right to discharge us fro1n our dut~es lll 
Pnrliament; and it ill becomes a section of 
the pre<·c< to attempt to belittle hon. members. 
'The function of the press should be to con­
sc'·vc to the fullest degree the rights that we 
hav" under our Constitution. Nothing is 
mor~ likolv to bring about revolution than 
this conton1pt of tho Constitution whi~h hlts 
mcclc the British nation supremo. vVh1lst we 
rnnv di"aoTcc fron1 tin1e to time, we at least 
roa.li·c th~at we arc the people's representa­
tives. and we should at all times do our 
utmost to uphold tho Constitution, and as far 
as possible maintain the dignity of Parlia­
rrlent. As the Premier said. \VC often hear 
it said that the politicians cf to-day arc n'?t 
like t~e statesmen of days gone by. It rs 
not pos.;ible for the politicians of to-day to 
be lih the politicians of th0 past. To-day 
we an· elected on an adult franchise. Every 
person over twenty-one years o~ age is 
entitled to say who shall represent lnm or her 
in tho Parliaments of Australia, In the days 
gone bv when we had these ··,o-called strong 
men, ;{embers of Parliament only repre­
sented property, and they were able to say 
things because they knew they had not to face 
infuriated electors. vVe mav haYe to trim 
our sails to some of the breezes that blow, 
but we realise that w€· are liable to be called 
to account bv the people, consequently we 
have to confine ourselves within certain 
li11.1its. 
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At 11.34 a.m., 
The CnAIRo!A,. OF COM111TTEES (Mr. Pollock, 

Gr, yory) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. PETERSON: To-day we represent a 
democracy, and that democracy is an exact­
ing ono, and, as the Premier pointed out, 
demands from its Parliament more than 
Parliament can legitimately give it. Let 
us hear lc,ss talk about the want of dignity 
of Parliament, and let us show by our 
actions th ~t we are wot·thy of the confidence 
reposed in us. There are times when we all 
get a bit heated and say things to one 
another that we would not say outside. 
These things arc enlarged upon by the press. 
A man may make an intelligent speech and 
!oring out good points, and he may see in 
the paper next morning a report of his 
r· 1Joech in three lines; but if I call the hon. 
member for Bowen .a liar I may get a 
column and a-half. That is not the way to 
rducate the public in regard to the debates 
in Parliament or in any way assist the work of 
Parliament. If the press will take my advice, 
the less that is said of those things which go 
on in this Chamber the less frequently they 
will take place here. I think some hon. 
members like to got reported in the press in 
that way, and as a result the general public 
think •ve arc all anxious to participate in 
these episodes. The majority of hon. mem­
bers do not desire to get into this position. 
We desire to make the Chamber a worthy 
institution. .md one which will conduct its 
business in the •mv in which it should be 
carried 0n. I trust' that, as the result of this 
debate, we may be able to give such atten­
tion to our work that even the press, with 
all the sarcasm •vhich it levels against us, 
will sec that members are doing their duty. 

The Premier spoke about country mem­
bers. I am glad to have his opinion upon 
the duties of countrv members. I have 
never heard any comp.laint in my electorate 
about the salary which we receive, for the 
simple reason that the electors know we are 
their commercial representatives in Brisbane, 
and it is our job to get them as much busi­
ness in the electorate as possible. The dif­
ference between the old job and the new 
is that we are commercial representatives for 
our electorate3 besides being members of 
Parliament. Two-thirds of our time is given 
up to looking after our electorates, and the 
other third to the work of this Chamber. I 
hope that. as members, we shall always be 
prepared to stand up for the dignity of Par­
liament and not allow thC' inference, to be 
drawn that we are a set of inferior beings, 
because if we assent to that, we shall lose 
the respect of the electors who send us here. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundabcry) : As one of 
the oldcot members of the House. I would 
iik" to sev a few wnrds on this matter. 
When I read some days ago that the hon. 
member for Albert had stated that Parlia­
ment \Yas not -on tho same level as in 
earlier deys, I wondered what the hon. 
member meant, 'Whether he meant it from 
an intcllcC'tual, a 1noral, or a social point 
of viov:, I was at a loss to understand. I 
recognise that the sevcntY-t\VO members of 
this House are all men o'f the world, more 
or le',,, and some of us have probably risen 
from humbler conditions of life than others, 
but we are all human. 'Whatever the sins of 
the politician may be, I make bold to say 
that. so far as character is concerned, the 
members of this Chamber can hold their own 

with the average members of the community. 
All through my life, whether in politics or 
ontside, I have always placed a very high 
,-alue on character, because, after all, 
character still counts, and has some value. 
One does not wish to squeal or to make any 
personal reference, still I think that, when 
an hon. member, either inside or outside 
the House, makes statements like those made 
b; the hon. member for Albert, he should 
cZrtainly have the courage of his convictions 
and mention the individuals he is referring 
to. At the came time, I do not know that 
the hon. member for Albert will tally up 
higher in that respect than any other hon. 
member in this Chamber. 

\Yhat I '"as particularly interested in with 
rrc>·ard to what was s"id outside is this: If 
th~ behJ.Yiour of hon. members is to be 
di,, 'US>·· cl and their character is to be criti­
cised. I "ould remind the House of an inci­
dent· •vhich happened on the opening day of 
this Parliament, on the rig-ht-hand sido of the 
Speaker's chair. If any hon. member had 
been there, he would have witnessed an 
incident which I consider should nut have 
occurred. So much noise was made by one 
hon. gentleman during the reading of the 
Governor's Speech that we could not hear 
.,-hat ,,·as being said, and the Speaker had 
to pass the word along to quieten him down. 
Hon. members can <'oncludc who the hon. 
gentleman was. Then that hon. gentleman 
goes out1lde and state-, that Parlia1nent is not 
on such a high level as it used to be, and is 
being decrrcded. I claim that whatever our 
politics Jre, taking hon. n1en1bcrs as a \vhole, 
the abilitv standing, and character of hon" 
members ·,;f this present Parliament-taking 
them generally, mentally, morally, and in 
cverv other way-are on as lugh a level as 
in any other Parliament that I know of ?r 
in this Parliament when I first entered 1t. 

Ho,.. \V. H. BARNES (1Fynnum): I have 
followed what has been said bv hon. members 
on both sides with a very· great deal of 
interest. and I can agree with a very great 
deai of what has bcnn said, although not 
with all of it. I quite agree that members 
r<re criticised by persons outside-and it 
do eo not apply only to this Parliament, 
because it has existed ever since I entered 
public life. There is no doubt that a great 
number of our supporters outsidc-I do not 
mean those who are directlv as;oeiated with 
us individuallv in our electOrates-are prone 
to express the feeling that members of Par­
liament ·do not count for verv much. I 
remember once travelling in fron1 Coorparoo 
bv train and n1eeting a medical man who 
said "You arc all prettv well a bad lot." 
The~ he used the oil can: and added. " But 
You are the exception.'' (Laughter.) I 
turned to him and said. " If we are such a 
bad lot is it not vour dutv as a citizen of a 
great State to improve ·the co!ldit~on of 
thincrs RO far as "lOUr reprcsent<tlon lS con~ 
cern~d ?" After · ~ll, the reprcsenbti.-e of 
everv constituency to a very great extent 
is a 'reflex of the people living in it. I have 
no desire to rcfie~t on any hon. 1nPmber. 
ThPre arc c•omc who sit for constituencies 
who would ha1·o no more chance of getting 
in for certain other constituencies than of 
fl vin<'' because thev would not represent the 
i ,:pe ~·of per-on in those comtituencies. I 
think we are all agreed on that point. None 
of us need throw stones. I am reminded 
of One very much greater than any of us 
1vho on one occasion said, " Let him that 
is without sin among you cast the first stone" ; 

Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes.] 
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and they went out one by one. I am afraid 
that if that suggestion wero made to us, 
we ,~·ould find ourselves in the same position. 

But, having said that, I want to add that 
there is mme criticism which is not quite 
fair. For instance, I do not think tho 
criticisms of the press have been quite 
fair. The press is likil ourselves, bl\t it has 
the last say, and it is a wonderful say. It 
is a very great thing to be able to say, 
"\Ve" and "\Ve" have the last say. I 
think the press is fair, and no doubt tho 
public demand what the press give" them. 
The hon. member for Normanby referred to 
tho big headlines which would appear to· 
n1orro'v n1orning if certain remarks were 
thrown across the Chamber to~day; and we 
must remember that the public outside do 
make demand;:; in that direction. 

:r-vrr. LLE\VELY~: This morning the 
" Courier" reported the speech of the hon. 
member for Barcoo on the Land Bill in five 
lines. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::-JES: I have not even 
boon reported in five lineo after I have 
spoken for an hour, so I do not think that 
fae:t C'ounts £or 1nuch. 

Mr. LLE\'rt:LYK : Don't you think it merited 
more than that? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It may be that 
what I said was not wDrth revor6ng-it is 
just as w~ll to be candid-but I ha ye been 
rcpo1·tcd in this \V a-y:-" 1\;Ir. Barnes also 
spoke:." (Laughter.) That is even \'\~OrE~ 
than the tr~atmcnt meted out to the non. 
mPni ber fm· B~1 rcoo, to which reference has 
just been mad0. I 'vant to get back to the 
big noint that has been raised. I hope that 
1 sl1o.11 not be misunderstood in anything 
that I say thi8 rnorning, because I take it 
that this is a tin1e Vi~hcn mernbcrs of Parlia­
tneut Pnxc a rlght to express thmnselves, 
se> long· as they do so within tlw Standing 
Orders. 

Tl:e hon. member for Bundaberg made the 
~ta1PnJent that l-'~trlian1ent has not deterio­
ratcJ. PerharJs, taking 1nan for man, it 
may not have deteriorated to any great 
nxt-,· nt; but, in my opiuion, the conduct 
nf this Parliament has deterionted. I should 
be man enough lo say that, because I 
believe that is the position. I want to draw 
the attention of the House to another fact, 
so that it possibly may bo remedied. There 
arc wmc parts of this building which indicate 
that the charactcc which has been directi11g 
the affairs of this Parliament has been 
utterly neglectful of the finer things-the 
things that go to build up charader. 

Mr. LLEWELYK: \Vhy not be more explicit? 

HoN. W. I-I. BAR:'\ES: None of us can 
sa v that we are without sin. At least I 
kn"ow of one man who cannot. and I know 
it particularly wdl, and that ie mvself. But 
let us Le perfectly frank, and get behind 
the sccues for a while if you like. 

At 11.50 a.m., 
Mr. RIORDA::i' (Bur/cc), one of the panel of 

Tcrnporary Ch[dnncn, relieved 1Ir. Po1lock 
in the chair. 

Ho::.l. W. H. BAR?\ES: I make bold to 
say thi;:; n1orning-I am not referring to 
any indiviclual~that somehow or other we 
have failed to live up to the very high 
ideals that wo should have. I believe that 
the majority of hon. n1cn1bers are just as 
zealous on one side as tho other not o,1ly 

[Hon. W. H. Ban~es. 

to serve thP people, but to set up a high 
standard. Like the hon. member for Bunda· 
bcrg, I am a senior member of the Bouse­
though I had a dismissal once-and I wish 
to impre·-.s upon members that we have a 
solemn duty cast upon us as representatives 
of the people to sot a high standard. The 
hon. member for Bunclaberg struck a strong 
note this morning when he said that character, 
whether it be here or anywhere else, is what 
stands the test. If we-take the hon. mem­
ber for Wynnum, if you like-failed in the 
past to make the standard as high as it 
shouH be. it is onr duty as representatives 
guiding the public-we do guide them-to 
attend to that rnatter. You cannot 111 your 
own business do something that is wrong 
without immediately leading your staff in 
the same direction. The same thing applic, 
to Parliament. 7,1any members, no doubt. 
will not agrco \vith n1e, but the details of 
life work out in that way. It is our duty 
to set a high ideal, and see to it that some 
of these things which are thrown across the 
Chan1ber-it is nc;t confined to this side­
do not occur. I repeat with all carnestnees 
th'lt there have been things thmwn from the 
Ministerial benches 'Yhich have not been 
he;pful either to the dignity or to the good­
neh of the State or Parliament of Queens­
land. and ha.vo justified some Df th:: remarks 
which haYe been made in that direction. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Greuory): As one of 
tho,,e responsible for the conduct of the 
debates in this House. it would be only a 
fair thing for rilL to Say a word or hvo to 
the public outside in response to this appar­
ently gcncral criticism that the tone of 
Parlian1ent }p~ deteriorated. l a.m not going 
to pndcavour to C')YCr the sarnc ground as 
\:as coverc•l by t.h8 Premier, but I want to 
point to cne or two interesting facts. I 
ha,-e been DPputy SpC'akcr and Chrtirman 
of Comrnittccs of this ,~\Sb2n1blv for over 
four ye~us, and I \vas Te1nporarY Chai~·r~an 
of Committc,es for three yeat·s, and clurmg 
the whole of that time I hanJ found it 
nt'cessarv to nftmo only two men. bnth of 
whom ,{~cro narncd for verv n1inor offences 
indeed. Quite po,sibl.v uncier different cir· 
cErr _hmces both these men might not have 
bc.cn named. It goes on show that. if you 
ha\ c onlv hvo such expericn'--es in seven 
~-c::us, tlF~n no other Parliament in the world 
can claim that it is as well behaved as 
this Parliament. No other Parliament in 
the \Yorld can claim that record. It is fair, 
then, to quote that as a reply to those people 
"\Yho are always saying that Parlia1nent. is 
goinr.; to the bad. Parliament is not gomg 
to the bad. Parlianwnt is an tgeregation 
of s;v,,~cmtv-bvo men drawn fro1n all parts 
of 1 ho State. 'Ihev arc racn of different 
tempers; so:rnc are r;.Lot ahva;;s able to govern 
their tempers. You find su"ch 1non in every 
con1.:munity , f nH.n. \Ye are not all free 
from that sort of thing; and, when you got 
them ·-ittina- he1·e for four dave a week 
arguing int~rminably on differeiot subjc£>ts, 
i!· is a wonder to me th>lt th":v t!o not lose 
their trmpers more frequently than they do. 

i\1r. FERRICKS: And sitting double days, 
too. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That. is what I am par­
ticularly referring to. I confess that, after 
sitting in the Chamber for ten hours a day 
listening to arguments, some good and some 
bad-and I say that without casting a reflec­
tion on anybody-one is likely to lose control 
of himself. 
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: While you are sitting 
in the chair you are able to listen to 
some very interesting things. (Laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: One is able to look at 
matters from a different angle. 'The point 
I want to make is that all members of this 
Assembly are well behaved. Outside of those 
two suspensions, which, as I said, might 
have been averted and were not for very 
serious offence' at all, I have neve•r found 
members of this Assembly other than very 
well behaved, always obeying the call to 
order, and conducting themselves as men 
should conduct themselves. I can say no 
more in that regard. 

I want to point out that the pre,•·, which 
is responsible for much of this loose talk 
about the deterioration of Parliament, is 
mostly responsible for this idea, and with 
very little justification. As I said, a man 
sitting in the chair gets a different angle 
of the ckb.tte from probably any oth·'r man 
in the Chamlwr. 'That is probably because 
he has to dissociate himself, as far as pos· 
siblc. from party politics. I have heard 
some splendid speeches delivered by members 
on both sides during my term of occupancy 
of the chair. I have always found, without 
exception, that the member who makes a 
good, thoughtful, constructive, and well-pre­
pared speech is given about a dozen lines in 
an obscure part of the paper, and the 
member who casts an epithet at some other 
hon. member receives prominent headlines 
across the chid page. 

I-IoxouR.\BLE ;\1E:II!lERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. POLLOCK: 'That in itself is an indi­
cation of just how much the press ought to 
alter its attitude. I do not believe it will 
r,Jt.cr its attitude. I believe that the press 
publishes this sort of stuff because the public 
taf'tc, and not Parliament, i deteriorating. 
'I'hP public rays for that sort of stuff. It wants 
it If it did not want it the press would not 
publish it. 'The public alwa0,; likes a little 
bit of fight. It likes to hear of people 
abusing one anothe'l'. Peo;olc will go to 
vaudeville shows of questionable choracter 
and turn a real good clean show down. In 
my opinion, the allegation that Parliament 
is deteriorating is born of the fact that the 
public taste is deteriorating, and the pres'l 
itself is catering to that depraved public 
taste. I know that what I am saying is true, 
and that this Parliament compares much 
more than favourably with any other Parlia­
ment that I ha vc read about, and certainly 
much more than favourably with any other 
Parliament I have seen in action. 

:VIr. KIXG (Logan): I havo listened with 
a g·ood deal of interest to the views of the 
various speah·rs, and I, too. hold the view 
that' the capabilities of public men of the 
prt·sent day show no deterio-ration compared 
with what thev were in the good old days we 
often hear or read about. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: About a 
ye~r ago they dug up something in 1\/[esopo­
tamia, which Wits supposed to be 2,000 years 
old, which referred to the good old days. 

Mr. KIKG: Everyone talks about the good 
old days, just as hon. members opposite talk 
about the "bad old days." A good deal of the 
loose talk that has taken place lately about 
the deterioration of Parliament might per­
haps be due to the fact that people compare 
the Pa·rliament of to-day with the Parlia-

ment of olden days, when members gave their 
services in a voluntary capacity. 

At 12 noon, 
Tho CHAIRMAN OF COMll!ITrEES (J\1;·. Pol!ock, 

Greyory) resumed the c.hair. 

Mr. KING: 'The job of the member of 
Parliament is now looked upon as a profes­
sion. 

Mr. HYNES : Why should it not be? 

Mr. KING: Exactly! I am not quarrelling 
with that at all. I have said before that it 
is just as good a profession as any other pro­
fec'ion. I am not finding fault with that, 
Lut) because we are paid for our services, our 
>en-ices arc looked upon as being of less value 
than they were yea.rs ago when they were 
gi,·en without remuneration. 'That is tho 
reason why we are criticised now by the 
public and to a large extent by the press. 

\Yith regard to the dignity of Parliament 
and tho control which should be exercised 
by members of Parliament when they meet 
in this .Assemblv, I have alwavs been one of 
those who have" tried to upho1.cl the dignity 
oi the 1-Iouose us far a.s possible, and to see 
that there should not he any of that unneces­
sary crossfiring which does take place at 
tin1cs. Interjections, when they deal with 
!·.lsinc···S before the House, are not objection­
" ble; but I do object to innuendoes being 
flung across the floor by one member to 
another. I· am not blaming any particular 
side at tho- prcc.ent time, but I know the 
Opposition do feel aggrieved at certain innu­
endoes that come from the other side. Only 
the oth~r dav we had a scene which was not 
at all creditable. 'The hon. member for 
\Vynnum was named for casting a personal 
eeflection on tho Pren1ier. His ~tatcmcnt was 
!h~t the Premier had hlen the o!lc to blame 
for the loso <Jf the dignity of the House. 

'I'll•' PnEli!IER: 'That is putting it very 
rnildly. 

J'.Ir. KIXG: 'That is what the hon. member 
was charged \vith-a personal reflection on 
the PrPmicr. 

The PRE:IIIER : I did not care. 

I\Ir. KI~G : Of course the hon. gentle­
man did not care. But at a later stag·e the 
hon. gentleman got up and talked about this 
1r1at1 O'Brien, ,,ho, he sa.id, was a scoundrel 
and a crirninal, and yet he \Vanto~ . to 
associate every member of the Oppos1bon 
with that man. 

The Pm:1IIER: I did not want to do that. 

I'Ir. KI~G: But you did it. 
The PRE>IIER: He 1s circulating your 

literature. 
~Tr. KI:'\G: 'That is what we <Jbjcct to. 

The Premier knew perfectly well _that he 
had no right to connect the Oppos1bon w1th 
that TIHtll. 

The PRE1Il~R: There is a letter on the file 
from the hon. member for Kurilpa urging 
co11sideration for this man. 

iVfr. FRY: You read the letter. I will read 
it if you do not. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! Order! 
Mr. KING: 'There is nothing in the letter 

at all. 'rhcre was nothiP.g in any of the 
letters from members of the Opposition. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
"·ould ask the hon. member not to continue 
on those lines. 

Mr. King.] 
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Mr. KING: What we object to is these 
innuendoes from the other side of the House. 
We had one the other day thrown at the 
hon. member for Mirani. The hon. member 
for Townevill·" accnsed the hon. member for 
Mirani of setting fire to a sawmill, and, 
n·hen he vcas asked to withdraw and 
apologi 0, he nid. " I ad'?it that I am not 
certain whether he set fire to 1t for the 
puq10S{? of getting . th~ insurance or. not." 
There is not a scmtJ!la of truth m the 
~tn tcrnent. 

The PRE'IIEH: Be frrir. "\Yhat did the 
men1 ber for 1\Iirani say? 

Mr. KIJ\~G: The hon. member for Mimni 
said nothing that he could be made to with­
draw. In fact, I d1d not hear h1m say 
anything to which exception could be taken. 

The PREMIER: He suggested that the 
1ncrnbf'r for To-yvnsYille was associated with 
the b~rning of cane when he ·was a union 
orgarl!scr. 

0PPOSrnm; MnrBEHS: He did not. 

~1r. Kil\U: That is not so. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
Order ! I would ask the hon. member not 
to deal with particular cases. 

JUr. KI"\'\G: This debate will do no harm, 
and I hope it will be the means of bringing 
a Lout a better understanding on· both sides. 
The Opposition object to these innuendoes, 
and I hope they w1ll be dropped. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1JLTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jfackay): A most 
interesting subject has boon raised in the 
debate this morning-that is, the dignity 
of Parliament as an institution, and the 
a llegcd deterioration of Parliament as an 
institution and of its members in general. 
Those who criticise Parliament do it from 
various points of view. There is the type 
of incli,-idual who has failed to get into 
Parliament, and consequently has not a very 
high opinion of those who obtained prefer· 
ment over him, There are other types who, 
hanng got mto Parliament, have not 
a tta inod that. preferment which they think 
their qualities demand. 

Then there is the general type of pessimist 
who assumes that nothing to-day is as good 
as it was in the past. \V e find question, 
such as these heing canvassed all over the 
place: " Are the young people of the present 
day as good as they were in previous genera­
tions?" "Is there a ·deterioration in the 
manhood or womanhood of the race at the 
present time?" These questions have been 
asked in eyory generation, and there are 
people who take a pessimistic .-iew and say 
that things are going to the dogs. Personally 
I belie.-e that progress is being made in 
eYer3· a venue of lll.!man activity. I believe 
!hat the people of the present generation are 
as good a,, if not better than, the people of 
previous generations; and I certainly believe 
that the womanhood and youth of our nation 
compare favourably with ~imilar types at any 
other stage in human history. Progress n1nst 
be made if civilisation is P,"oing to be main­
tained. People living in the burly-burly of 
iife and coming in contact with the prob­
lem' of life are liable not to be able to 
estimate accurately the progress that is being 
made. I believe that mankind is struggling 
ever upwards and attaining a higher level 
every year. If we believed otherwise, what 

[Mr. ICinr;, 

would be the use of advocating any reforms? 
Man must climb upwards if civilisation is 
to be maintained and human life to be worlh 

·while. Parliament is an institution that 
should jealously guard its reputation in the 
public mind. Any a~tempt to undermu;e 
the authoritv or standmg of Parhamcn~ m 
the public r,";ind should be r:sisted in every 
possible way. Parh:J.meat IS th'.' su]_n·e.ne 
authority in the nahon. Every mdn·1dual, 
male or female, who attains the age of 
21 yenrs is entitled to elect representatives 
to Parliament. That is a principle that has 
boon obtaine-d as the r<csult of agitation in 
the p 1st. Our forefathers fought strenuously 
to obtain thos0 arhantages for the people, 
and we should cherish and value them. \Ve 
rmjoy free conditions in Queensland and Aus­
ircdia under our Constitution. The manhoo-d 
of other counti·ies have dyed the soil with 
th ir blood in th0ir endeavour to obtain those 
parliamentary right', which are, in A';ls­
tralia taken as a ma-tter of course. Parha· 
rnent' 1s the expression of public opinion. 
We, through our pe.rliamentary \nstitutions, 
can obtain for ou,· people :•.nythmg we arc 
brave enough and good enoug,h to accomplish. 
Consequently any attempt to depreciate the 
value of Parliament to the people of the 
State is something that should be viewed 
scriomly and recistl'd in all possible ways. I 
perwna1ly believe that the Parh":ment of 
Queensland comparus favourably w1th those 
in other Statts of L'iustralia or elsewhere. 
),_s other speaker,; have pointed out, l'~rlia­
ll10nt is not a Sunday school or 1a p1cn.1c. 
It is not a place where people get up w1t_h 
the object of flattering ono another. It 1s 
an arena where men endeavour to solve 
gra., c questions which affect the P''ople as 
a whole. Parliament at. the present day 
deals "·ith even avenue of human activitv. 
\Vho c,•n denv that the conditions of Parlia­
ment are entirelv different from what they 
were as recently' as twenty year.s ago? At 
cne time the function of Parlrament was 
strict!v limitcd-verv little was expected of 
it-but, to-day there' is no question affecting 
the economic or social welfare of the people 
that has not got into the parlia.m.entar:y 
arena; consequently, greater actnnty IS 

reauired on the part of memhers. The prob· 
le~s we have to deal with require greater 
and more searching study than was the cas.e 
in the past. The responsibilities and ram:­
fications of government have extended to suc11 
an extent that things have become increas· 
inglv difficult. The point I wiPh to make is 
that" there has ah1 a vs been a tendency for 
people to becmno i:w,sirnistic and a"sume 
that th;ngs are not as good as they were in 
their younger ·days. 

If we were to get a true p"rspective of the 
proP,"rec,s which is takinl' place in Queensland 
and Australia, I belreve that we would 
rcalisD, dPspite our difficulties and trials and 
rcv·erses. that we are gra-dually forgmg ~head. 
That is nece'isary, and it is the funchon of 
Parliament to cultivate that tcnde!!cy. 
Much has been accomplished, but much yet 
remains to be done. and it is the duty of 
m·cry member of Parliament to the full 
extent of his capacity to study all t.he prob­
lems of societ-e and contribute h1s quota 
towards their solution. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I am very plea.sed ~o 
sec that hon. membe" have been lookmg m 
the Iooking-gla!is this morning- and seeing 
themselves as they are. and that they have 
decided that they are living on a very h1gh 
plane and are going to stay there. I hope 
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Lhat is going to be the motto of th0 Parlia­
ment of Queensland in the future, whatever 
it has been in the past. I hope that the 
Standing Orders wiil be carried out according 
to the u:sual procedure, and not accor.ding to 
something I ha vc here. The other day an 
hon. member said something when making a 
speech, and I made some reply. I have here 
the ruling of the Temporary Chairman. I 
\nmt hou. member< to hear this because it 
is in conflict with other rulings given from 
the Chair, and it proves to me that we 
need to have more uniformity. 

The DEPrTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
only occaJion on which the hon. member can 
discuss a ruling from the Chair is at the 
time the incident occurs. I cannot allow 
him to discuss it now. 

Mr. FRY: I did not do so then for 
obYious reasons-the temper of the Committee 
was not good at the time. (Laughter.) 

ThP SElRET.IRY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: You arc 
an authority. 

l\Ir. FRY: The hon. gentleman is always 
interjec-cting, and, as he was Chairman of 
Committees for a time, he knows that inter­
jections arc disorderly; but I am prepared 
to sit for an examination on the procedure 
and rules of Parliament if he will do like­
wise. Let us sec whether he has the power 
and l11ental abilih to a,similato the rules. 
I hope that Parliament will sot a high stan­
dard and 1naintain it, and that hon. n1embers 
will not suf!gest that r:\omf' ulterior n1otive is 
behind what other hon. members -do. If we 
regarded every rnan as being worthy of his 
position in Parliament and he regulated his 
conduct to conform with that standard, there 
would not be e.n v need for us to use the 
looking-glass. I hope that the Premier as 
Leader of the House-as such he is respon­
sible for its conduct-will set an example 
for all of us to emulate. If he does that, 
we shall be e1ll right; if he does not. he 
canno+, complain about anybody else -who 
follmYs him. It is true, as the Premier said, 
that I was sitting within a foot or two of 
the hon. gentleman during an incident which 
took place at the House of Commons, but 
that body is not controlled in exactly the same 
wa' as this House. Probably its constitu­
tion iF -different; bLlt the fact remains that 
in the I--Iouso of Conunons rnember'' them­
soh-os take charge of the order of the House 
to 'l greater extent than we do. The 
Speaker of the House of Commons certainly 
has contwl, but, with six hundred odd mem­
bers, interjections are frequent. In the 
incident I refer to some member made a 
statement, and other hon. members, instead 
of waiting for the Speaker to check him. at 
once began to crv " Order!" which imme­
dia to ly ea used retaliation. \V e must control 
our own afft.irs in the beet interests of the 
I--Iou:::e :'lnd of the countr:~·. I. for one, am 
prepared to join the Premier in maintaining 
the hib'hc"t standard. I claim the right to 
follow the hon. gentleman, for, although he 
is not mY political leader, he is the leader 
of thi House, and. after consi-dering the 
whole conduct of this House and of the 
Ilon'-o of Commons, I am of the opinion that 
much depends on its leader. \Vhen the 
Prime :\Iinistcr of Great Britain, Mr. 
Baid'-' in, spoke, he got tho respect of all 
parties. I heard also the Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. Ramsay Mac-donald, and 
certainly neither of those men was interrupted 
in the way speakers are interrupted here; 
so that in more ways than one the conditions 
are quite different. 

The other day some reference was made to 
a man named O'Brien, and the reference 
caused quite a controversy. During the dis­
cussion to-day the Premier intcrj ected that 
there was a !otter on the file fro;n the hon. 
member for Kurilpa. l asked if he would 
read the letter, but the hon. gentlemf1!1 said 
there was nothing in, it. Of course, there 
was nothing in it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. FRY: I have a copy of the letter 
here, and would like the permission of the 
Chair to read it. 

Mr. KERR: You are entitled to read it 
aftc;' what has been said. 

Mr. FRY : J\Ir. Deputy Speaker, have I 
your permission to read the letter? 

The DEPUTY SPK'I.KER: No; the 
matter is not connected with the resolution 
before the House. 

Mr. FRY: That brings me to my point of 
complaint-the Premier can mention those 
things, but \Ye cannot reply. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
There is a proper place for all matters to be 
dealt with in this House, and abundant 
opportunity is given to every hon. member. 
There is still a resolution to be considered on 
which the matter referred to bv the hon. 
rnember t 1n be discussed. ~ 

:'.Ir. FRY: I do not wish to pursue the 
subject, but, like yourself, Mr. Pollock, I 
am anxious to see that Parliament is an 
example to the rest of the State. \Ve should 
load the State in public thought and public 
matters. dealino- with essentials, and, as far 
as possilJle, dropping personalities which are 
the outcome of seeds sown in one qua,rter or 
another. Everybody knows that sometimes a 
few hon. members will make up their minds 
to irritate somebody, perhaps on this side­
and that is the beginning. I have watched 
it. I have been the butt of the steerage 
party on the other side. for quite a long time. 
(Government interruptiOn.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
would remind the hon. member for Kurilpa 
that there is no such thing as a steerage 
[Jarty. 

Mr. FARRELL: This is the man who lectures 
us on the conduct of Parliament. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order l I ask 
the hon. member for Kurilpa to withdraw 
the expression. 

Mr. FRY: I withdraw the remark. I have 
fOl' a ion"' time been the butt of some hon. 
members "opposite. That is wherf' the 
tl'oublc originates, and if it is dropped thete 
will be no need to criticise Parliament, as 
has been done. We can then look in the 
looking-glass and be well satisfied to follow 
the advice of the hon. member for Bowen. 

The DEPUTY ,SPEAKER: I would 
remind the hon. member for Kurilpa that 
the dignity of this House could be n~UDh better 
maintained bv the use of parhamentary 
language, and by referring to things in 
parliamentary terms. 

Mr. BRUCE (K,nnedy): The speech of 
the hQn. member for Wynnum emphasised 
the very old-established fact that as we get 
up in years nothing modern is as good as the 
things in the early days. I do not say that 

Mr. Bruce.] 
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with any special reference to the hon. 
member for Wynnum, because I even at my 
ag_e, find myself occasionally 'saying that 
thmgs now a·re not as good as they were in 
m;r early days, and perhaps in twenty to 
thirty years' time, when delivering an address 
from this side of the House I shall be telling 
the then members of Parliament ·of the 
wonderful politicians there were in 1927. In 
the. ~arlier Parliaments there were oppor­
tumties for more florid speeches and more 
oratory than there is to-day. The Parlia­
ment of to-day is largely an exchange house 
for the business of the State. If we had a 
Disraeli, a Pitt, a Fox, or a Burke in this 
House to-day, he would not get a hearing. 
He would not deal with the practical bu~i­
ness with which we have to deal in the 
Parliament of Queensland. The few brawls 
and clashts that hRve occurred in this House 
are nothing compared with the clashes that 
occurred in the past historv of this Parlia­
ment. I have been hero ·for four or five 
years, and, although I have heard certain 
remarks throv.'n across the Chamber I haYe 
~ot. witne,sed any physical clashe~ either 
I~s1de or outside the building. The trouble 
did ,not come to any~hing .. Probably the 
mcmoers, who at the hme might haYe been 
a little hot-bl:ooded. met later !n the day and 
tned to decide wluch was m the wrong. 
Dunng my four or five years the dignitv 
and decorum of this PaTliament has beei1 
remarkable· good-the members being quite 
a peaceful bod ,- of citizens. I think we arc 
a very pcacefnl lot of citizens. The hon. 
members for Bundaberg and \Vvnnum no 
doubt well remember some of th~ incidents 
that took place in the earlv days of this 
Parliament. I am prcpa·red to sav that the 
way _in which legislation is handled by this 
Parliament rs equal to, if not greater than. 
the capacity shown in hancllirw le<rislation 
either in past Parliaments of Q~een~land or 
in the Parliaments of other 'states. The 
cn·tu~atiVJl L·l!i:tL 111e Uecuruu1 01 r.ari.iauH~uu 
is. not ,-hat i!. should be. and that the dig-­
mtv and abihh· of earlier days are not 
maintained) is entirely incorrect. 

Mr. HYNES (Tou,n.,·i/1-): I am firmlv of 
the ?Pinion ~hat thE' COl'clnct of Qnecnshnd 
rarhanlcntarlf!DS compares faYO'lrRblv wit}l 
that of parliamentarian' in anv other part 
of th0 \'.orld. \Ye rmnparo fHvourablv in 
thC' matt0r of i[( '-'orurn wlth anv oihor Par1ia­
~cnt. On_0 lr1q nnb· to rcn.d the reports 
m the da!lv press regarding- scenes which 
hk<' plau' in the House oC Commons and 
of how the SpE'akor, owing to the chaos that 
ROD1('hmcs prevails durincr a hPatf'--1 debate 
~s ob~iged to l0aYe the chair. The Speak;; 
m th1s Parliament has never had to do that. 

The SECR~TARY FOR Prnuc Womcs: Only 
on one occasion. 

Mr. HYNES: As tho hon. member for 
Gre~·ory s_tatcd, during the four years he 
has occupJCd the position of Chairman of 
Committees two members onh- have been 
named by him for misbehavio~n·. He also 
made reference_ to t~e fact that the seventy. 
two n1crr1bers In thrs Chamber ·were drawn 
from all parts. of the State, and that they 
r~presented d1fferent schools of thought, 
different Interests. and are men cf varyinO" 
temperaments. Notwithstanding that, w~ 
find that the debates are carried on in a 
decoi~ous. manner. There are times when 
mterJecbons arc flung across the Chamber 

[J1:fr. Bruce. ' 

and I know that I am as prone to that 
as any other hon. member. 

Mr. KELSO: You are pretty good at it. 

Mr. HYNES: Interjections I have made 
haYo in some cases been brought about by 
some scurrilous reference to myself by hon. 
member,, opposite. 

:Ylr. EDWARDS: Don't excuse yourself. 

~~Ir. I-IYNES: Some reference has been 
made during this debate to an incident that 
took place in this Chamber during the 
considerRtJOn of the Rural Fues Bill. Tho 
hon. member for Mirani on that occasion 
took exception to an interjection I made to 
the effect that he had burned down a sawmill 
for the insurance. Hon. members opposite 
haY<' resurrected that during this debate. 
The trend of the discussion this mornino­
was to show that I "\.Yas in the \\TOn[, and 
that I had no justi/tcation for making the 
re1nark. I am only hu1nan, tho sa1ne as 
any other person, and I resented the nasty 
mfercnce made about myself bv the· hon. 
n.JCmbc1: for :VIirani, without ariy provoca­
twn pr10r to my makmg the interjection in 
q~eRtion, th_at I, in 1ny capacity as an indus­
tnal orgamscr of the Australian \Vorkers' 
Union, conniv'?d at the malicious burn!ng 
of sugar-cane .m his electorate. It is very 
rarely that disorder has occurred in this 
}~ousc. I desire to deprecate the attitude 
?f so;ne n1_ernber~ of Pa~·liamcnt outside vvho. 
1n a1 tcr-cbnncr ~pccchcs, tell son1e storv of 
which the parliamentarian is the butt. 'The 
per.on "-ho do<:s that has generally reached 
that sbge m ]Jfe whom the immortal bard 
describes in these words-

,, With fair round belly with good 
capon lined." 

Such members speak disparaginglv of 
Inornbcrs of _Parliament, and refe~r to 

~~~. lac¥h~: ~~lf~~~~1~8 sh~~:~ j~m 1.~~~s ~f~~~ 
nntt toullng It.;; own nest. il. lnem­
bor of Parliament should at all times use 
his best endeavours to protect the good 
name of hon. members. \Ye find the matter 
<Lvdoping to such an extent that second­
class vauclcYille shovvs n1ake parliarncntarians 
the butt of their coarse humour and the 
thing- is. pae'cd by without any' objection 
by Parhr<mcnt because it has no Power to 
object. -

~Icmbcrs of Parliament are as honourable 
and as dignified in the carrying out of their 
duties as any other members of societY. The 

behaviour of members o.f this 
[12.30 p.m.) C~amber coml?areil favourably 

. with the behaviOur of any othe.r 
professional class 111 the communitv. J\iem­
bcr, of Parliament usually are inen who 
c<1n restrain themselves, and are men of 
temr:crate. La bits. One has only to take into 
consHlcratJon the very cmall receipts at the 
refres~ment bar to understand !hat, generally 
spealnng, the seventv-tYro mcrnbcrs of this 
Parliament are men o'f very temperate habits. 
Could you find sm·enty-two professional men 
anywhere dsc who pahonise the bar less 
frequently than members of Parliament 
patronise their D',\'11 refreshment bar, a,; 
indicated by the receipts? I do not think 
Parliament is deteriorating. In the old 
days, who:!l n1en1b"- rs of Parlian1ent "\V ere not 
paid. there was nothing to dispute about. 
'l'hey were all _of m;e mind, as the party 
system was not m existence and Parliament 
at that time was looked ~pon as a social 
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club and was used generally for that pur­
pose'. I resent any member of Parliament 
speaking disparagingly of other members, 
either outside or inside Parliament. They 
should def<'"d the dignity of Parliament as 
far as possible in their public speeches. 1 
rose to try to induce those people who have 
a tendency to disparage. Parliament to cease 
doing so, >Cnd to point out to them that they 
themse!Ycs are bringing about the very state 
of things to which they object. It is they 
who bring Parliament into disrepute, and 
cause the r-cople to think that the tone of 
Parlia.mcnt is deteriorating. 

Resolution (Legislative Assembly) agreed 
to. 

Resolution 9--" Prcm.ier and Chief Secre­
tary's JJ, partrnent-Chief Offi.ce "-

::Vfr. KELSO (Xunrlah): I should like to 
bring before the notice of the Premier tho 
case of a public officer who retired last year. 
It is a verv hard case, and I should like 
brieflv to recapitulate the fac.ts. The officer 
concei·ned, Mr. \V. T. Jack, had a long and 
splendid record in the service for thtrty· 
seven years. For reasons of his own, in 
March,' 1926, he resigned from the service, 
le"s than twelve months before the time ho 
would have had to retire under the regula­
tions of the service. "C" p to the year 1913 
he had a gratuity of £131 for long sen:ice 
accruing to him. Mr. Jack made a.pphca· 
tion for that money, to which he thinks he 
is entitled although it may be said legally, 
according to the regulations, he should have 
served che full time before being enti tied to 
it. Since that time Mr. Jack has obtained 
a situation which will probably last for 
three vears. as he is supervising the erection 
of the Cit'' Town H:BJl, and I want to 
impress on the Premier that, if a gentlerr:an 
leaves the service for the sake of bottermg 
himself within o-ne year of the time of his 
retirement, it seems very hard that the re!l'n· 
lrrtion will not permit of some constderatwn 
being given to him. I do not proposer to 
read the correspondence, but will just refer 
to it. In May he recived a letter from the 
management of the Public Service Super­
annuation Board regretting that the amount 
of gratuity which had accrued up to 30th, 
June 1913, could not be paid to him, but 
that 'he would have been eligible to receive 
the amount had he remained in the service 
until he was retired. Mr. Jack replied that, 
notwithstanding the ruling given, he con· 
sidered he was morally entitled to the 
gratuity, ~tnd he also said this--

" I understand that officers who are 
contributing to the Public Service 
Superannuation Fund have been allowed 
to pay premiums by having them set ?ff 
against the amount of accrued gratmty 
-thus obtaining the benefit of the 
gratuity-before it became payable. 

" In my case I have paid all my pre­
miums to the superannuation fund in 
cash, although the amount of my gratuity 
bad accrued up to 1913. 

" If I had taken advantage of the 
practice to which I have referred, I 
should have obtained the benefit of the 
gratuity "·hich I had earned, but to 
which it is now stated I am not entitled." 

He ackcd for a reyiew of the matter, and 
got a letter, dated 6th Au~ust, 1926, st.a~ing 
that the board regretted that the provtstons 
of the Public Service Superannuation Act 

of 1912 did not permit of the payment to 
bim of a retiring gratuity or any proportion 
thereof. Mr. Jack replied on 16th August. 
1926, acknowledging receipt of the letter of 
6th August, and stating that he regretted the 
decision of the board. This is his letter-

" This decision of the board is to be 
much regretted, as perhaps in terms of 
legality I may not be entitled to the 
gratuity, which I claim morally I should 
be paid after a faithful service of thirty. 
'3evcn years. 

"The terms of the Public Act referred 
to, I am confident, were never intended 
to apply to an officer of such lengthy 
service who, within a few months of 
compulsory retirement, resigned to avail 
himself of a, position which would giye 
occupation for a longAr period." 

That is part of the correspondence. I would 
ask the Minister who is representing the 
Chief Secretary to giYe this matter considera­
tion. I am not arguing that from a legal 
point of view Mr. Jack has a right to this. 
It may be, and probably is, that the regula. 
tions laid down in a hard-and-fast way 
what should be done, but it is only fair 
that the Cabinet should comider the question. 
This gentleman, after thirty-seven years' 
scnice, had a sum of £131, not accruing 
from year to year, but which had accrued 
as at the year 1913, and which, if he had 
liked, ho could have allowed to be used to 
meet his superannuation payments. He did 
not do that-he p:tid his superannuation 
payments in cash. .Mr. Jack has a very good 
case for the sympathetic consideration of 
the GoYernment, and the Premier, after 
going .into the matter, might see his way t<l 
meet him. If it cannot be done out of the 
Public Scn ice Superannuation Fund, I would 
suggest that it might be done out of some 
contingent vote, recognising, not exactly the 
legality of the claim, but the fact that Mr. 
Jack had strong moral ground for considera­
tion in view of his thirty-seven years' service. 

At. 12.40 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, ilfackay): The case 
referred to by the hon. member for Nundah 
is one to which I have personally given some 
attention. l\'Ir. Jack was a very capable 
officer of the Department of Public Works 
during the period I was in charge of the 
department. Personally, I Tegret that he 
thought fit to retire from the service and 
take up another appointment with the City 
Council. He gave good service to the Go­
yernment, being thoroughly qualified in all 
branches of building construction and being 
a thoroughly capable and painstaking officer. 
It is to be remembered that the Public Ser­
Yice Superannuation Fund was established 
by a previous Government and has been 
continued up to the present time. Payments 
from the fund are made to public servants 
when they retire on reaching the age limit. 
It is a form of insurance against the time 
when a man roaches the age limit and is 
compulsorily retired. Mr. Jack retired 
before the age limit was reached. He 
realised that in a few years he would have 
reached the age limit. He was able to 
obtain another position outside in regard 
to which there was no age limit, and the 
conditions of which appeared favourable to 
him. Therefore, the question of a retiring 
aliowance to enable a man to live after he 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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rc1ches the age limit does not enter into this 
case. However, as I said, Mr. J a.ck wrote 
to me personally, and I ha.d tJ:c case com­
pletely reviewed, as the Premier also had 
done on a previous occasion. The Govern­
ment have a very high regard for this officer. 

The matter was investigated by the Pre­
mier a.nd later on by me, at l\Ir. Jack's 
solici ta tion. He left the service as an officer 
of the Department of Public ·works on 
lst March, 1926, his resignation having been 
accepted bv Executive Council on 25th 
February ot that year. On 18th 1\Ia_rch. of 
the :;::uno vear, 1\lr. Jack In ado apphcatlon 
to the Public Scnice Superannuation Board 
for a refund of his annuit;;· payments, and 
a cheque therefor was sent to him on the 
S8th oi the same month, so that his payments 
were refunded. He then made oral inquiries 
as to 1vlr: he was not. bciug paid his retiring 
gratuity.· and on the 12th April he was 
advised by the manager of the Public Se:­
vice Sllpcrannaation Fund that the Public 
Seryice Superannuation Act n1ade proYision 
for ti10 pavm' nt of retiring gratuities in 
those cases "only where the contributor was 
entirlcd to such gratuity under the Public 
Senice Act and rc::;·ulations. A gratuity 
was 11ot payable under the Act. and regula­
tions io any officer who resigned from the 
s -r\·irc to accept other employment, vnd a 
eeply was f'.c;nt that it \v·as DHlCh regretted 
that the retiring gmtuity was not pa,yable 
to him. On tlw 2~th of the same month, 
~Ir. J·ack rc1·lied that he could find no 
uro,rision in the Public Seryico Act and 
re ~ulat.ions stnJing tbat such a gratuity \Vas 
ilOt pa;.·ablc to nn officer who rL'signed from 
tho public sen~ice to ace, pt other employ­
ment. 111d he thercforP I'Cll8\VCd his avpliC_t­
tion for a retiring gratllity. as gratuities 
\Yerc~ prcsurnably g·iven for lon,1 and faithful 
ben-ice. On 10th J\iay, 1926. the manager 
of the Public ScrYiec Superannuation Fund 
adYised Mr. ,Tac:r that the Crown Solicitor 
had ruled that contributors to the Public 
Service Suncrannuation Fund "Vvho volun­
tarily rt _,Jgiwd fron1 the 'ervice could not 
claim against the fund for the amount of 
grrrtuity >ts at 30th June, 1913; and, in the 
circumstances, tho boa!·d n1uch regretted 
that they wore unable to pay to him the 
gratuity for which he would have been 
eligible had he remained in the scn~ice until 
he was retired thcrefrom. That is the ruling 
g-iYen bv th<> late Mr. Justice McCawlev 
lvhen Crown Solicitor, a.nd there is no doub"t 
nt all that the opinion is sound in law. 
The GoYcrmncnt do not control the Public 
Service Superannuation Fund, and, as a 
Government, we are not in a position to make 
c' gratia payments from it in the nature 
of rewards. It is a fund to which the 
members of the public service contribute 
and the Govanment have no right whatcve1: 
to give anything from that fund to anvbodv 
who is not entitled to it. The result of 
my investigation may be summed up in 
those words-

" From the foregoing it will be "een 
that Mr. J a.ck was not entitled to a 
gratuity in accordance with the terms 
of the public service regulations in force 
at 30th June, 1913, and in accordance 
with the Crown Solicitor's ruling the 
board had no legal power to make a 
payrnent to him." 

The board have already repaid Mr. Jack 
the annuity payments which he had con­
tributed to the fund. 

[Hon. I'Y. Forgan Smith. 

Superannuation, as I say. is a, form of 
insurance. volunturilv entered into a,s in the 
case of Mr. Jack. He realised that he was 
approaching the retiring age. He saw the 
opportunity to get a better appointment­
on,• in which the salary was .uitable and 
in ,-hich no retiring age was impo<,ecl. He 
,-oluntarily resigned from the public service, 
and automatically placed himself outside 
the ambit of the Act under which the claim 
is now made on his behalf b} the hon. 
member for K unda.h. 
~h. KELSO: That has nothing to do with 

it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It ha.:;; all to do vvith it. Ho is asking for 
a gratuity, and I am pointing out that 
thf're is no Inea,ns b:· which a. gratuity may 
bo b·iven nnless it be an ex gratia payment 
from the consolidated revcuuc. 

;\lr. KELSO: \Yell, do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE: 
Is the hon. me m her serious . Doe" he want 
me to do that? 

:\Ir. KELSO: You have got my answer. 

The SECUETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Tbc hon. member asked fm· information, 
and I have outlined the position. If the 
Uon'nnnent, w-ere to giYo a gratuity to Mr. 
,Jack out of con.:}olidated revenue on account 
of his servic<', vol Llntariiy terminated by 
!.imself, we \Yould be setting a precedent 
which w~ould hnYe to be followed in other 
~ -0~. \\.,. ouiLl the hon. member suggest that 
it should be clone in all casc'o of men who 
retire Yoluntarily from th" public sen·ice? 
One can easily see the diificultc· into which 
HJG hon. n1etnber's suggestion 'vould lead 
us. The hon. n1cn1bcr kno-vr:: as well as 
I do that, on the case I have cited, there 
ar,~ no rneans whereby J\lr. Jack's request 
can be acceded to. The Premier investigated 
the matter himself-took a personal interest 
in the m a tte;·-and so did I on account of 
mv "''"·ociation with the officer when I "as Secretaev for .Public ·works. I can 
on!:; repeat ,;hat the manager of the board 
said-that it is regretted that his request 
cannot be acceded to. 

::1-Ir. KERR (Enour;era): I wish to support 
the hon. member for Nundah in connection 
,,·ith this rt:atter. Hero we haYe an officc.r 
with thirty-seven years' service paying into 
the euperannuation fund, a.nd on retiring ho 
is repc1id the amount of his premium. He 
j, then placed outside the benefits attached 
t:J contributions to the superannuation fund. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: The 
main point is that he left to improve his 
O\Vll l10Riiion. 

:Mr. KERR: :Mr. Jack had thirty-seveu 
years' s,en·ice, and was entitled to extended 
lcaw. At one period of his service he had 
availcd himself of extended leaYe. Ha.d ho 
not been entitled to benefits under the super~ 
rwnuation fund, and had he remained in 
thP service for another twelve months, in 
additon to the extended leave he would have 
been entitled to a retiring allowance under 
the Public Service Act. Having severed his 
right to any benefits fro~n the superannuation 
fund, he should be entitled to a retiring 
allowance from the consolidated revenue. 
An officer of the public service is entitled to 
two concescions-first of all, to extended 
leave. Mr. Jack availed himself of one 
portion of his extended leave. After serving 
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avenue 

there is the moral 
not suggesting 

AGRICULTURE: He 

the matter. 
ignore the 
the Public 

Government could very well 
I know from my 

Railway Department men 
"L.J:e retirin~ allowance even 

haLl a claim not nearly so strong 
of Mr'", Jack. I wou\d the 
to assure the House tna t will 
the once. agam to see . rf 

p•aid m connectwn W_Jth 
J ac.\i: has no legal clarm, 

re0'~1lations are quite 
; but' hL~ c~se is. suc.h a 

C!'""'rY"W in c9Uncrl mrght 
to the ;1]atter. I 

Mr. J:ack has 
the best pa."t of 
the Governme;1t, 

extraordinary circmn 
the Government would 

be doing only a a':d reas.onable thing 
by reopening the case wrth a vrew to seemg 
if something cannot be done for him. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I would 
like to endorse what has been said by the 
Minister as to the capabilities of Mr. Jack. 
I had the privilege, when Secretary for Public 
Works, of being associated with Mr. Jack, 
and the remarks of the Minister as to his 
capabilities can be fully sustained. The _bets 
of his case show that he could have utrlrsed 
the £131 gratuity, to which he .would have 
been entitled on reaching the age of sixty­
five years in the reduction of his premiums 
to the superannuation fund; but he allowed 
his gratuity allowance. to rem:;in intact and 
continued to pay hrs premmms as th~y 
became -due, unlike some other officers m 
similar cases. After hearing the Minister, 
no one would claim that Mr. Jack has a legal 
claim to a gratuity, but I do think that he 
has a moral claim. The Minister stated that 
it was impossible to do anything in the matter 
for fear of creating a precedent. 

SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I said 
if payment were made in this case, 

both past and future, would 
to treated. in the same way. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I take it that the 
Minister will see what has been done, and he 
will then realise that that kind of thing has 
been done previously. The Minister is wrong 
in saying that a precedent would be estab­
lished if payment were made. It is some­
thing which has already been done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not in 
where a man leaves the service to better 

position. 

Secretarv' s 
to. -

[2 p.m.] 
Resolutions 10 to 37, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 

:'v1r. KELSO (Nuni.lah): I 
attention of the Minister to 
dation in the State Insurance 
Those who have had occasion to 
lmilding frequently realise that it 
high building, in which a large 
Government employees are ___ 5 , .• 6 •• ~. 
that it is largely used by 
arc only two lifts in the 
the George street side and one at. 
beth street side-and, if inquiries were 
by the Minister as to the traffic on 
lifts, he would find that there is not 
cient accommodation at the present time 
public use. I have frequently to gojo 
building on public business, and in many 
c.1.ses I have to wait a considerable time 
owir:g t-o the fact that there is only one lift 
on c, eh srde. I suggest to the Minister that 
he co;:tsider the question of putting in an 
extra . ift, especially on the Elizabeth street 
side. ';:'here are some hundreds of employees 
in the building, ana naturally no reasonable 
number of lifts could cope with the traffic 
in a few minutes; but I feel perfectly cer­
tain that, if the Minister makes inquiry, he 
will come to the conclusion that it is advis­
able to make further provision to avoid the 
congestion that takes place. 

The S.ECRETARY J1'0R AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Ma.cka.y): The 
inadequacy of the lift accommodation in the 
State Insurance building is well known to 
the Government. That building was com­
pleted during my term of office as Secretary 
f?r ~ublrc Works,. and we made investiga­
tiOn mto the question of lrft accommodation 
then, but it would require several structural 
alterations, costing a good deal of money, 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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io provide further lifts. The building was 
designed and the contract lot in 1914 by the 
Denham Government. The building was 
started and well on its way before we took 
office, a.nd during the period it was under 
erection building costs were at the peak, and 
the Government did not feel justified in mak­
ing extensive structural alterations involving 
additional expense. However, when I was 
Secretary for Public \Vorks we had a com­
plete check made of the amount of traffic on 
these lifts, and, while at various periods of 
the day members of the public may have to 
wait for the lift sufficiently long to give time 
to walk up several flights of stairs, persons of 
an impetuous temperament become impatient 
and consider the time much longer than it 
is. l wish to say that it would involve a 
great deal of expenditure to put an addi­
tional lift in this building. 

Resolution 38 (Department of Public 
Works-Services, Public Buildings) agreed 
to. 

Resolutions 39 to 43, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 44-" Department of Justiee"­

Mr. KING (Logan) : I would take the 
opportunity of congratulating the Govern­
ment on ihe excellent appo.intment to the 
Supreme Court bench of Mr. Justice Woo'­
<Jock. Personally I have had a long acquaint­
ance with His Honour, who in his former 
position of parliamenta.ry draftsman had a 
high reputation for ability and capacity for 
work. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : He has 
performed very excellent service to the public 
of the State. 

Mr. KING : Yes, and I am pleased to see 
him appointed to the Supreme Court bench. 
I trru;t that His Honour will have physical 
strength to carry out his onerous duties on 
the bench with just as much satisfaction as 
he carried out his previous public duties. 
(Hear, hear !) 

I would like to refer to youthful criminals 
who are brought before the court. The 
Criminal Code prescribes that a child up 
to the age of seven years is not criminaliy 
responsible. A person under the age of 
fourteen years is also not criminally· respon­
sible unless he has the full capacity of 
knowing that he is ·doing wrong. I notice 
that it is provided under the State Childrer, 
Act that the longest sentence a person un<',er 
the age of oixteen years can get is cor,:me­
ment in a reformatory until he reachc,s the 
age of eighteen. Many children, esp<~cially 
in Australia, are capable of crime at the 
age of fourteen years ; but, instead of beino­
trie·d as ordinary adults, they Y.ire tried and 
sentenced to <_letentien in a reformatory till 
the age of eighteen year·s, and no longer. 
I understand that this extraordinary state 
of affairs was brought under the notice of 
the Department of Justice five or six years 
ago by Mr. Justice Lukin in the case of a 
half-caste. In that particular case I believe 
the young fellow, who was sixteen or seven­
teen years of age, was found guilty of 
murder, an<_l the only sentence he could get 
was detentiOn m a reformatory until he 
reached the age of eighteen years. This 
state of affairs should be remedied arid I 
draw the attention of the Depart{nent of 
Justice to the matter in the hope that it will 
be remedied. I do not think it is wise that 

[Hon. W. fi'org'an Smith. 

anybody from fourteen to eighteen yea:rs of 
should be allowed to get off With a 
sentence like that for such an offence. 

in a reformatory until the age of 
years is nDt much of a deterrent. 

I would also like to refer to the operation 
of the Jury Act. The Jury Act Amendment 

of 1923 removed the qualifications which 
hithcrto been required on the part of 

iurors, and also removed the special qualifi­
~ations for special jurors. Under that Act 
every malo elector between the ages of 
twenty-one and sixty-five years and every 
female elector between the ages of twenty­
one> and sixty years is eligible to serve on 
both civil and criminal juries. Female 
electors only become liable to serve upon 
application to the principal electoral officer. 
I do not know whether any applications to 
serve on juries have been ma.de by females 
or not ; but, if not, I would suggest that the 
Act shoul.d be amended so far as female 
electors are concerned. Since the qualifica­
tions of jurors have been remove.d, simply 
leaving the electoral qualification, there have 
been many complaints made in connection 
with this matter, and on one occaswn the 
circuit court at Innisfail was abolished. 

The police do not seem to have favoured 
the charwe to the present system, for I notice 
thet at ea conference of the Police Union, 
repo'rted in the " Standard" of Thursday, 
28th October last, a resolution was passed 
to this effect-

" That section 3 of the Jury Act be 
amended SO< as to provide that .all criminal 
trials shall be heard with a juq 'uf 
eleven qualified persons; that the decr'ision 
a_rrived at by the majonty_ of SU'Jh jury 
shall be taken as the verdict: that such 
verdict shall be recorde;a ' by secret 
ballot; _and, f11rther, tl-,at the persons 
Cfigible mcludc alderm•Jn, bank officials, 
cnemists, druggtsts. Customs officers 
engine-drivers, . i<';spectorc of schools: 
mll1I?ten of reb"gion, mining managb!S, 
pubhc servant,,, school teachers, mayors, 
and town clerks." 

It will be ~een that what might be called 
the c~"nrr',on jury has not proved satisfactory, 
and, If that be so, how much more unsatis­
fact.<JTy must it be so far as special juries 
are concerned. It seems to me that it would 
1Je far better to revert to the old system, 
which gave much more satisfaction to the 
Department of Justice and those who have 
to do with administering the law. 

I do not propose to discuss the electoral 
rolls from the point of view of the " faking" 
of the ,rolls; but I want to draw the attention 
of the 1 House to the inequitable state of the 
rolls so far as voting strength is concerned. 
We have 80,259 electors returning eighteen 
representatives, and 97,845 electors return­
ing oniy eleven representatives. Hon. mem­
bers will see at once that there is a bio­
disparity there which should be correctel 
Such an inequality should not exist in a 
democratic country. According to the elec­
toral rolls, there are three electorates each 
with more than 9,000 voters, and three with 
fewer than 3,000 voters each. There are nine 
electorate_s with more than 3,000 voters, and 
twelve vn th fewer than 5,0( 0 voters. There 
is a very bi.g -disparity there, and. accord­
mg to the quota provided for in the Ele,c­
toral Districts Act, about forty-three of the 
State electorates are defective. 'l'wenty-nine 
of those electorates are either above or below 
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the rnargin of tlw one-fifth diYcrgcHce froru 
thC' quota v:h~d1 i;-; n.l1 1Wl'll. The votes in 
cit;b\~'- n con;-;titucn<:il'3 ure worth nearly 
doulllc the YOtes in elc·Ycn others. Un the 
basis laid down in tht_ Act as to the n1argin 
a boYc or be lo·w the quota, there n1ay be a 
difference of 2.548 bet.Yrccn electorate·'· There 
is a diecrepai1e~· of 7.498 electors between 
Flinders with 2,395 Piectors and Bulimba 
'vith 9,G~;,), and of 6,168 electors between 
Charters Tm,·c,·s with 3,814 and Logan YYith 
~.>92. Tho discrepancy is so wide that I 

ant to draw the attention of the House 
to it. and snggcct. that it should be remoYed. 
I point to these figure::.) not to dra·w a conl­
pari::..;on between the reprcsentat~on of the 
A ttorney·UPneral aqd myself. but between 
his electorate and tho clcctor.,te of th.: hon. 
member for Bulimba. In the present l'arlia­
lHPllt t\t-clvc Opp( ,;ition nwn1bcrs rcpre:;;cnt 
97,557 electors~an average of 8.130~,,·hilst 
sm·enteen Labour members represent 80.550~ 
an fl,Yerage of 4:737. Those figures indicate 
that th·~l'e is a trcrncndous disparitv behveen 
the a veragc rnunh, r ot electors s~upporting 
GoY(Tnnwnt rncn1bers and thoso \Vho are 
supporting. Opposition members. It is my 
duty. to ]JOlllt th1s o~1t, and to urge that the 
public should be g1verl an opportunity of 
s~y1ng ·what sor~ ~f Govern1nent they require. 
Under the exJStmg state of affairs they 
have not that opportumty. 

. I tak" this opportunity of referring to the 
mnovatwn m the 1Iagistrates Court in the 
continuous sittings sanctioned by the Att-or­
ne_Y-General. Under the o_ld system a litigant 
m1ght ha.-e a case for tnal b~foro a magis­
trate on a certam date. and, 1f the case did 
'!ot conclude on that day, it stood adjourned 
for a week or a fortnight. Instead of per­
petuatmg that system, the Attornev-General 
has permitted the inauguration of "a system 
whereby a caso not fimshed on one day is 
ca•rned on the next day. That means a 
v'Cry gre~t saving to litigants in the way of 
Witnesses expenses, etc. I understand from 
members of tho legal profession that the 
innoYation has been a decided succe's. and I 
hope the Minister will allow it to continue. 

Mr. \VARREN (Murrumba): The only 
matter to which I shall refer is the case of 
a lad con vi eh cl at North Pine for stealing a 
piece of wood. I brought the matter under 
the notice of the Attornev-Gencral who did 
all he possibly could in the matter.' I belieYe 
the police were aboolutdy sympathetic with 
t~e. bo::·; but I understand there is no pro­
nswn m the law allowmg relief to this boy, 
who was conncted and branded as a thief for 
taking a stick of wood, the highest commer­
ci!'l value of whic~ .. in the opinion of any 
>vltnc·"s, was one shJllmg. The parents of the 
boy and neighbours offered .to pay this 
amount to the owner of the p1ece of wood. 
This lad required the piece of wo-od for a 
wireless pole .. and went into a partly fenced 
paddock for 1t. It YYould be an advantafrc if 
all these poles wne taken from this l~nd 
wbkh is a pief'P of wilderness. The bov tool~ 
only cne, but this bad-tempered. quarr~l<ome 
owner sun1n1oncd the boy, who was brought 
before the magistrate. I hold that the magis­
irate was very much to blame for convicting 
the bov. He was mere!v convicted, m1d no 
punish;nent inflicted. He was a good. lad, 
well brought np. and he had no intention 
whatever of stealing. He could haYe cut a 
pole in another localih- and no one YYould 
ha Ye made any complaint. On this partiv 
fn':ced plac0 nobody thought the boy w.i., 
domg any harm whatcvf'r, but this quarrel-
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~orne indiYidual considered it his duty to 
have him com·ictcd. 

::Ylr. BEDFORD: The owner, and not the 
1nagistratc, \Yas to bla1nc. 

:\h. WARREX: They wore both to blame. 
:'llr. BEDFORD: No. 

:'\[r. WARREX: The oFner of the piece of 
wood should lwYe b~cn flogged. It is an 
;; bsolute di~grace for a nutn of his calibr0 to 
l1a Y0 a con \~iction for stealing registered. 
again~t this lad in th0se cirrurn;;;tanccs. It 
Yvas an .absolutely unjust and unfair st1grna 
to plac" npon the boy. The law should be 
an1cnded to pt'rn1it of the quashing of conYic~ 
tions of this nature. and I hope the Depart­
ment of Justice will CYen vet see if some 
rncan~ <:annot b0 found fOr clearing the 
character of this boy. 

Mr. :\liOn RE (A ul!igny): I wish to refer 
to the question of electoral rolls. At the 
general eieetions on 8th ::Y1ay, 1926, there were 
~84,212 names on the State rolls. Tho annual 
rolls for 1~27, which were compiled up to 
31st Dec',ember, 1926, show the net enrolment 
to be 458.779. or a decrease after the elec­
tions of 25,433. The State enrolment on 
8th ::Yiay. 1926, was 484,212, while the Com­
monwealth enrolment on 30th April, 1926, 
was 449.061, which shmvs an excess enrol­
ment on the State rolls over the Common­
wealth rolls of 35,151. According to the 
1921 census, the proportion of adults to the 
tot a 1 population was 54.42 per cent. The 
population of Queensland on 31st March, 
1926, was 867,643, and, taking the above 
proportion. the total number of adults in 
Queensland on the 31st. ::VIarch, 1926, was 
472,171. On this reckoning the State enrol­
nwnt on 8th May, 1926, was over 10,000 in 
excess of the adult population. 

l do not know whether sufficient care is 
taken in the compilation of the State rolls. 
but I do know that on the roll for my own 
electorate there is a large number of people 
who ha•·e left the district for years and 
years. Tn three cases people who haye been 
dead for nine vcars are still on the roll. A 
large number 'of people to-day are able to· 
stop on the rolls. notwithstanding the fact 
that they have no right to be there. It is 
rather difficult to trace where they have 
g-em!!, and, unless you can prove that they 
haye enrolled on some other roll, their name> 
must stop on the roll indefinitely. 

The ATrORNEY-GENERAL: That is not right. 

Mr. i\IOORE: Well, they do stay on the 
rolls for a very long pHiod. As a matter 
of fact, a man whom I employed and who 
left my employ in 1916 in still on the roll. 

Mr. IY. COOPER: \Yh~; don't yoU get him 
off? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ::VlOORE: He ,., tcd against me. but he 
iB still there. 

The ATTOHNEY-GEXERAL: Has he enrolled 
for some other electorate? 

::VTr. 1\IOORE: I do nnt even know where 
lw has gone. I do not rare where he votes, 
but it shows that the rolls are inflated. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: If he did not 
Yore at tlw la·'t State election or the Federal 
referenda last year then I guarantee that 
his name is not on the roll now. 

::\lr. ::\IOORE: I have just quoted the fact 
thot, after the last State election, 25,433 
names were taken off the rolls. The time to· 

JJft·. Moore.l 
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take these r·eop!e off i.s not after. but before. 
a:1 el,•ction. It i . ..; 110 use waiting till thi..' 
danulge is done. 

The -~TTOilXEY-Li1 XERAL: Surely you under­
stand that it is (mlv aftPr an election that 
w1; (an EL"·?ertain w~hcther electors are still 
.rt :;iding in the electorate! 

:\h. :::\IOORE: \\'h:~· do you wait ten years 
before cleaning the rolls? 

The ATTORNEY-GE:o;ERAL: \Ye have cleaned 
·the· rolls ihreo. tiLl1e3 within the last three 
year"·, 

:\h. :::\IOOHE: The indiYidual I just 
referred to is still m1 the roll. notwithstand­
ing the fact that he has not· been with me 
since 1915. 

The ATTOR:o;EY-GE:o;ERAL: That is only one 
·<:a~e in half a million votes. 

:Mr. :\lOORE: Because I pick out one 
·case only like that, it does not say. that it 
is the only case in Queensland. I can pick 
out quite a number who have left the district 
for a long period and are still on the rolls. 
That is J;ot as it should be. 

A_s the hon. 1ne1nber for Logan said, the 
distribution of the electorutes is most unfair. 
There are twentv-nine rnernb0rs of the Oppo­
sition, who represent 206,209 electors, while 
th~ forty-three n1£<tllbers of the Uovernn1ent 
represent 252,570 electors. Each member of 
the Oppo:sition, qn the average, reprC'sents 
7,110 rlt.cto:· .. L::i against 5,906 represented bv 
-t'ach ;nen1ber on the Go' ernment side. ~ 

The ArORXEY-GENJRAL: \Vhat is the total 
nurnber of yotcs ·~ 

l\Ir. Coll.SER: On the number of seats 
sccnr:d, the Opposition have a n1ajority. 

The ATTORXEY-GrxERAL: That statement 
hg been (•xploded. 

[2.:0 p.m.] 

:\h. i\[OORE: The Electoral Districts Act 
of 1910 pro,-itles for a quota (1/72 of total 
0nroh1L.:nt), but pennits a 1uargin of one·fifth 

nrocl below. The annual rolls for 1927 
the following position:-

·· Quota, 6.372; n1axuna1n, 7,646; 
rninin1urn, 5)098. 

·-------·--

Above the quota 
Belm.v t1lc quota 

Above the maximnn1 .. 
Belmv tll·· maximum .. 

1 

Gov. rnmcnt.\ Oppasitio·•. 
I 
i 

17 1 18 

---¥s--~---~~--
1 

1(1 

17 

l 
10 

2 

12 

On the 1927 rolls there are twentv-nine elec­
torate; outside the statutory limits. 'That 
goes to show that the position of the rolls 
ancl of the Elections Act a" it is to-day is 
not as satisfactory as it might be. \Vhen 
vou find 25,433 names taken off the rolls 
~n1nH:diatdv after an election. there jg solne­
thin .: '· rorig; and \-V hen you find that on 
the -Con11110ll\\'ealth rolls-"-hich are pretty 
well !coked after-there arc 35,151 names 
le s than on the, State rolls, it indicates 
smn(·thing ·wrong soine\\ here-. 

[3Jr. Jloore. 

The A:-rOR:\EY-Gr.xr:BAL: The (1ifi'erenco in 
nu1nber~ on thP two rolb i~ becau~e tlw 
(_ 'o;_nnionv;calth lw,"' not cnroll('d all tho 
elector~, while \Ye havP. 

l\1r. JHOUHE: \\'hen you fiucl a discre­
pancy between 8th and 30th April of 35,1.51 
Jlamc.s it can hard! v be accounted for by tne 
fact tl;at thn Commonwealth has not enrolled 
cdl the electors. 'rhe Comrnonwealth rolls 
a re kq~t wonderfully clean, becau::;c they are 
looked aftel" bv th" permanent off-icials of 
the various diStricts. The postal ofil<.:ials 
havo a good deal to do in thi::; 1natter_, .and, 
when thev line! a man has left- the drsnicr. 
it doe:~ n(~t take thern very long· to write and 
liud out where he has gone. 

The SECRETARY J;'QR p FBLi0 \\' ORKS : 'fhey 
do not- write at ail; they knock him off. 

JHr. MOORE : Only the other day I get 
a letter in regard to a man who had been 
working for me. Ho left a month ago, and 
thev "anted to know whether he had left 
the" district for good, or whether he was 
coming back. lt was not a question of knock· 
ing hrm off the roll. They \\·antcd to know 
whether he bhould be kept on the roll or 
not. When there is a difference of 35,151 
between the iwo rolls inside of a few weeks, 
tho enrolment is faulty, and it has been 
proved to be faulty, because the ~li1uster 
hiuu3clf has adn1ittcJ that 25.433 nan1es wero 
taken off the rolls immediatelY after the 
election. That shows that ihere "were people• 
on the roHs v.-ho had no right to be there, 
a11cl the po.sition is altogctht'r unsati8factory. 

The ATTOR~EY-GE:c\EIL\L (Hon. J. 
}Inll<ll1~ .,_11'/indcr.-;): rrhe hon. H1Cnlbcr fur 
~ogan refcrn·d to the app~Jintnlt•nt cf. =\lr. 
Justice \Yooleock to the Supren1e Court 
b·.:nch. I nrn .. ,-ery glad th ~~t the hoa. 1ncn1~ 
bcr apprLciatcs the action. of the Go-.. t:-~rnnwnt 
in appointing :,Ir_ Justice \\'ooicod<: io that 
1JO.~itim.1. That gentlc:rnan has hud a lo11g" 
and hc_;uourablc career. !10tablv in connec­
tion with the busines;'; cf thl3 I-lou.3e as 
clra£tsnrtn. 1-Ic dicl tln.t \YOrk exceptionally 
\Vell, and I kno·w of no dutir~ that ar:' c_d~ 
cuiatcd better to qualify bin1 £or the position 
he: now holds, and I join with the hen. rnen1-
bc1· in the hope th::t ::\lr. Jnstic·e \Yoolcock 
'"'·ill have a long and useful carCt..1 l'. (ficar, 
heelr!) 

The re1uark;:; of the hon. n1e111bcr in rc,Jard 
to ,Youthfnl cri1ninals ha Ye so1nething in 
tl1un. According to the decisions of the court::>, 
tlJc-,' canr..ot be connnitted to Driscn. rThere 
i:;; ~certainly an anunwly thel·e that need.s 
invc~tigation .. and all I can say is that I 
shall go inio the matt-er with ihe n'sponsiblo 
officers of my departmeut and SC'c if that 
<Hlolnaly cannot bo remon:d. 

The hon. n1cn1ber also referred to the jury 
:::Ystem. and fron1 his remarks he \Vould lead 
o'ne to- belieYe that the present systetn is not 
\Yorking sati,,factorilv. I an1 in a position 
to know, perhaps, ~as well a.s anyone in 
Queensland how that system works, and I 
sa~' that it is working rerna.rkably \vell, con~ 
::-idering that it \Vas a 1~ew s:, stein involving 
fundanwntal cha'Jges in the whole jury 
s,·stem of the State. The fact that something 
happened at Inni;;;fail is not in any \Yay 
condemnatory of the jury systern. Indeed, 
that incident could haYe happened had there 
been no change at all. As a matter of fact, 
a similar thing did happen under the old 
system. I would be yen- sorrv to recom•ncnd 
to this IIouse, at preseJ!t, at o.!l C\'ents-wlut 
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1nay happen in the future no one can _tell-~ 
that we ,hould follow the recommendatwn of 
tb0 Police "Cnion regarding 1najorit~" Vl'rdict', 
a~ n'ported by the hon. gentlcn1an. That is 
tw nc;y thing in Queensland. 

( Jn two occasions a Bill has been introduced 
into this l'arliamcnt proposing to adopt the 
p1·inciple of majority .-crdict'·~ On both 
occasions it passed through the ~Lpper House. 
lmt got no further than the initi'd stages 
in this House. because there 'vas a general 
conscnws of opinion that it would not be 
nccqltable to the people of Queensland. 'The 
hon. member pointed out that the system 
was wry difficult because of the wide fran­
chi~c which hu; been exercised in connection 
\Yith juries, particularly in connection with 
special jurie>. I do not find the difficulty 
which the hon. member speaks of, and, 
when the Bill was going through the House 
and I was ad.-ocating the abolition of this 
.spceial jury system. I pointed out that I 
<::ould neYer see \vhy a man being tried 
for his libertv wao not entitled to as intelli­
gent a jury "as a man whose property was 
iJ:vo!.-ed. 

:'llr. ~MOORE: 'They are both entitled to 
lt. 

'l'hc ATTOR:\"EY-UE:\ERAL: 'They are 
Loth entitled, in my opinion, to an equally 
iJJtelligent jury. Our jury systern n1akc~ 
towards that end. Except for the little 
t rouhle "\VC have had at Innisfail-and which 
'"':as taken in hand prmnptlv by suBpending 
i liP jur:y systen1 there on t-he 1Tcon1n1enda­
tifJn of the jndge--vv·e haye had no difficulty 
\rith the s'.-:;tPrn. The svstetn certainly is 
ou it;; trial; but. so fa; as it has g:one) 
it ho;A .\Yorked cxcC'edingi,~.· well, and I have 
110 d.-;sirc to rccomnicnd a change. 

Y)~•=' co1ne to tho statement of the hon. 
n\Plr:bcr for Logan regarding registration of 
\YOn1en as jurors. Certainly ihe rcgi::.tration 
ha~:. not he en grca t. AnY wo1nan between 
the age of nventy-oue an(! ~1xt:v -,•:ho i:-; 011 
the dcct01 tl roll can apply tG be placed 
upon the jury li~t. \Ye do not put tlH?lll on, 
bcratl"" ~ it would }pad to a. lot of trouble 
in their nsking for f'xenlption. L~ncler the 
law the:,~ are entitled to be placed on the 
list, if they so apply. ~~ot a great 1nany 
ha.-c applied; still they ha.-e a right to 
clo ~o. It is a recognition of theii' equality 
\vith nu~n, il the:,· like to excrci)'.e it: and, 
if thf'Y Jo not exercise it, the Governrnent 
ur£ 1:ot to blanlc. 

"l\~r. TAYLOR: \'.-.-ould you like to be tried 
Ly a jury of \Yornen? 

The ATTOR.'\EY-GE:\ERAL: ::'\o woman 
ha-,. yet b--~t on a jury in Queenstand. A 
llUinber ot won1cn have applied and arc on 
the jury lists. In ono case where a woman 
vyas on the 1)ancl she \vas pro1nptly 
{·hallenged. 

The hon. member· for ]\Iurrumba men­
tioned the regrettable case in his electorate 
of a boy who was conYicted of stealing. 
Ho1vever we may syrnpathisc -wit.h the parents 
of the boy, I um afraid we cannot offer much 
;;ssistance. The owner of the property 
prosecuted the boy, and there was no alter­
natiYe for the magistrate but to com-ict him; 
b:Jt he only convicted him, and discharged 
lmn. I am sorry for the boy; but there "·as 
no other course open to the magistrate but 
to do his duty. 

\Y 0 come to a very hardy annual. but 
nor1e the less int0resting-the subjel·t. of 
cll'ctorai registration. lion. rnernberb oppo-

:-;lte :-.({'Ill to be lvorrying O\ er the fact that 
rhe c•lector<.d ~Y~tenl in Gueen~Lu:d is not 
\\Ol'king L·quita'bly. I think it is 1\·orkiug 
spkrodidly. iOppo.,ition laug,htPr,) 

Ali ( )Pi'O~ITIO~ ::\lE' :B:SR: Uf conrso it is. 

The Ho m: SECEEnm:: It is. 

Th,, ATTORXEY-UEXEHAL: That 15 

p\·idPnced L:;· our ,..,-inning five sncce'<.si-ru 
gPneral dectio1:s and ~ixtecn out of sevente'-"ll 
b~'-l'lPc~tions. S~reh· that i"' a testin1onv to 
tJi,, wry satisfactory. condition of th_e electoral 
systPm. 

:Yir. TnLOR: The ,,-ondH is tlH1t you ban: 
not got the lot. (Laughter.) 

'Tht> A'TTOR:\EY-GE:\IERAL: Hon. 
members opposite seem to think that every­
thing would be ali right if it were not for 
thC' redistribution of seats in 1921. \Ye won 
in 1915 under the s.,·stem of distribution of 
hon. rnembers oppus~tc. and 've won in 1913 
and again in 1920 under that system. 

1\Ir. MooRE: You got down to a majority 
of one, though. 

The ATTOR:"EY-UE:\EHAL: We had 
u majority of four. Then we got back to 
a ruajorit.v of fourteen again, which we still 
hold. The hen. membPr is foolish if he 
think,, that it is the electoral redistribution 
v. hi eh has nradC' the difference. Nothing 
could be fudlwr from the re:;! situation. 

In Yiew of past exnr·ricncf'~ nobodv can sav 
th ,t a n 1istt;ilmtiot1 shoLild be made no,~. - · 

An (lrrosrnox }lEJlDER: I\ot when it \vipcd 
out four n1en1bl'r::J of the Oppo-:·ition. 

The _\T'TOR:\EY-GEI\'ER_\L: \\"hen tho 
laf'.t rcdi~~t-!'iburiDn was ruadc, 'vc h.a..d the 
ano:maly during the last 8cssion of a Parlia,­
Il:lcnt l1flYi11g !llCl11iJ€l'S 1:\"ithout scat:;; anfl 
scut"' v,·ithout n1ernbcr;';. That should not 
nccl:ir, <Jnd it can be a.yertC'd by ruaking an:v 
redistribution tiwt is to b~ made in the !act 
\·cal' nf a p;_, rliarucnt, :"o that n1c1nbers will 
l·eprt·:--L•:Ut their own scat durlng the life of 
Parliarncnt. I say frankly that pcl'SOllall:- I 

no llL'f'{ fot a rc·distrjbution of seats at 
pre~en::. 

J\Ir. TAYLOR: Of course ~vou don't. 

The ATTOR;'\EY~UE~EHAL: 1\m,- I mmt 
to reply to the ,tntcrnents whirh have been 
:rnad:"' in this .flou~c and out:"idc that hon. 
nH'tnbers opposite, although in a rn1nority in 
this Cha1nbcr. rcpr0~ent a n1ajority iu tlw 
country. Anybody y;;bo has gone into the 
1nattPr kno,,~~ quite \Yell thnt that is not the 
ra~e. Imn1ediatelv after the last election) 
when \vild staternf~~nts of thm:- rharacter \VCre 

being n1ade, I \Vent to the trouble of rnakin.~ 
[t thorough analy~is of all the seats, and, 
instead of arriving at the conclusion that the 
Opposition repres0ntod a majority-! think, 
of 18.000 electors-I found that hon. mcmbPn 
on thiB side rcpre~Pnted an absolute rnajority 
of the Yoters. I not only published my 
li<;Ul'£::, in the papPrs at the time, but I 
f'hovrC'd the proce~s b:v which I arriYed at 
them, so that. if I were wrong, hon. mC'm­
bcrs opposite had the opportunity of refuting 
mv statements. :\obody on the opposite 
bCnches has done that so. far. It v.rould take 
a very long tirnc to read this a.naly is to thB 
1--Iouse. bnt I rnakc this offor to hon. 1ncrnber~ 
oppoi'ite for their benefit-that, if the Home 
has no objection. the anal~.-si:;; ~hould bo 
inserted jn "I-Iansard." ju:;t as I gaYf' it to 
the pre~~ hYo :vear~ ago. If it is recor-rl0rl in 
" 1-Ian"'ard. ·· hon. men1bers opposit-~, will ha vo 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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six or eig-ht 1nonths behvcen no\v and the 
meeting of Parliament next year in >vhich to 
prepare a rt>ply. I ask lcaYe to insert the 
analysis in "Hansard." 

The ::OPEAKER: Is it the plc.isure of the 
House that tlw Attornev-General be allowed 
to insert the tablo in " Hansard n? 

HoxOLR.\BLE :\lE:\IBERS: :Hear, hear ! 

The ATTOR:'-JEY-GE:"-JERAL: 

" REPORT OF ELECTIOX RESULHi OF STATE 
GExERAL ELECTIOx HELD 0:-i LIH .Yl.H, 1926. 
'' The .follo~Ying sununary is the analysis of 

vote,; at the general election held on 8th :'\lay, 
1926, b·.ing based on the complete figures a" 
obtained fi·on1 the reports of the returning 
officers. 

" In tl1ls election there \Ycrc six seats unop­
posed, viz.-Labour: Barcoo, Bnrke, Grcgory, 
Mitchell, and \Varrego. Anti-Labour: Coo­
roora. 

"There were three electorates in which no 
Labour candidate stood for election, viz., 
Fassifern, Toombul, and Wi·de Ba:·. Hence 
there were straight-out contests in sixty-th~·ee 
electorates. In these electorates the yotmg 
\vas-

Labour 
Country Progres··.ive Nationalists 
Independent Country Party 
Independent Labour 

Votes. 
188,401 
182;250 

5,120 
1,287 

"We now take the seats in which there 
were no contests. \V e base the probable 
result if there was a contest in the 1926 elec­
tions on the position obtaining during the 
last occasion in >vhich there was a conte ... t in 
the3e electorates. The last occasion in which 
there was a contest in Cooroora was in 1918; 
in the Barcoo, 1920. There were contests in 
Burke, Gregorv, Mitchell, and \Van·ego in 
the election of '1923. 

"\Ve then estimate what would have been 
the present vote at this election, basing the 
result on the proportion of the number on 
the roll when the vote W«· held t<J the num· 
her on the roll at the present election. For 
instance. when, in 1920, the number on the 
roll for Barcoo was 5.270, Labour nolled 2,628 
vote·. Then in 1926, when the 'number on 
the roll was 5, 786, Labour would poll 2,885 
votes. Hence on this basis of calculation we 
would obtain the following figures:-

Labour 
Anti-Labour 

Votes. 
12,460 

9,239 

Adding these figures to thA previous totals 
we obtain-

Labour 
Country Progrc:'sivo ~ ationalists 

VoteF. 
200,861 
191,489 

" In regard to the s.•ats v. hi eh were con· 
tested, but where there were not Labour can­
didates-namely, Fassifern, Toombul, and 
\\'.,.lde Bay, an estin1ate was arrived at in the 
follo,,~ing n1anner :-Fir:;:.tly, the figures sho 1Y­
:ing- the number of persons who voted for tho 
1920 election >Yere tak0\l. that being the last 
election in which a Labour candidate con­
tested such seah. 

"It was ascertained t'~a+ in the 1920 
election 17,778 y·otes were polled. Of these. 
Labour secured 6,714 yotcs. and anti-Labour 
11.054 ,-otes. There wore 19.010 .-otes polled 
m these cke10ratcs during the 1926 election. 

[Hon. J. JlullaiL 

Hence, takin~:Z the figures proportionately, -an: 
estimate of 7,201 YOtes ,,-ould be allowed fm· 
Labour, and 11.869 Yotes for anti-Labour. 

" Of course, it n1ust not be forgotten that 
there >ras an undoubted "'·ing for Labour in 
1926, compared with the 1920 election-,d1e11 
the Governn1ent rnajority was reduced to four. 
1-Io\YDYer, no account is taken of this factor 
·which, if ascertainable. \YOt+ld represent a. 
large nurnber of Yotes in favour of Labour. 
Adding this last total to the previous total; 
>Ye obtain-

Labour 
Couun~,~ and Progressjye Nation­

alists 

Votes. 
208,0;J2 

203,3()8 

the " 1'aking, then, into consideration 
Independe11t vote, >Ye obtain-

Labour 
Independent Labour 

'l otcs. 
203.062 

1,287 

209.349 

Country Progressive :\'ationalists 203,358 
Independent Country 5,120· 

Or a majority for Labour 

208,473 

871 

" It must not he forgotten that in the sixty­
three electorates where there were straight­
out contests between Labour and Country 
Progressiye ::\' ationalists, the figures, as shown 
above, were-

Labour ... ... 
Country Progressive ::\ationalists 

Or a majority for Labour of 

Votes. 
188.401 
182,249 

6,152 

" If we take the Independent votes into, 
consideration in these sixty-three contests we 
obtain-

Labour 
Anti-Labour 

A majority for Labour of 

Votes. 
189,683 
187.369 

2,319 

" This giYes, of course, to the anti-Labour 
Partv the whole of the vote of 2,347 obtained 
bv ::\Ir. Rl!ssell, who opposed the Country 
P'rogressivc Nationalist candidate for Dalby, 
J\Ir. Vowles. 

" It is certain that ;f a contest had taken 
place in the five seats in which Labour was. 
returned unopposed, that a very much larger 
yote would have been recorded for the GoYern­
ment in those doctorates than that for which 
credit is taken in the above figures, and 
therefore the majority for Labour for tho 
State would haYe been correspondingly 
increased." 

An 0PFOSITIO:-i MEMBER: What was t]w 
majority? 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: It was only 
a small majority; nevertheless, it was a 
majority. and not a minority of 18,000 as­
hon. members opposite suggested. 

Now we come to the statement of the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. with regard 
to the size of electorates. In v1ew of ,,-hat 
the hon. member has said. it will he interest· 
ing for hon. members to know that there arc 
fewer ·Piectorates above or below the margin 
allowed under the Electoral Districts Act; 
than there were in 1911 or 1921, "·hen the 
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'll'C'nous rcdistributions took place. Here arc 
the figures-

1911. 
Number of seats above the margin . 21 
:-;-umber of seats below the margin . 22 

Total 43 

1921. 
Number of seats above the margin.. 12 
Number of seats below the margin . 20 

Total 32 

1927. 
:\umber of seats above the margin .-.. -11 
Number of seats below the margin... 18 

Total 29 
'So that that fallacy is exploded! 

Xow we come to the reference to the small­
ness of some electorates and the largeness of 

·others. Hon. n;tembers know quite well that 
m a State hke Queensland, subject to 
-droughts and other disabilities and to ups 
and downs, particularly in mining, populous 
<;entres to-day may have a poor population 
to-morrow. This feature is not peculiar to 
Queensland, but is common to most States in 
Australia. \Ve need only compare this State 
with \V estern Australia, for instance. 

In the electorate of Canning there are 
17.347 votPrs, and in the electorate of 
::Yienzies there are 265 voters-the one elec­
tcn·ate sixty-five time' as large as the other. 
I could give quite a number of those 
an.or_nalies. That is due to a depression in 
mmmg. In my own electorate there is a 
great depression in mining. I had 7.000 elec­
tors a fe;v J!'ars ago, and possibly in·a couple 
•of years time I shall have 7,000 electors 
ag-am. You cannot ha vc a redistribution of 
;.e~t;; every time there is a depression in 
mmmg. It would be necessarv to ha.ve a 
·<'~mmis~ion subjec~ to perpetual motion. 
\i hat Is wrong with the redistribution on 
i hE present rolls? I have gone into the 
figures, taken the quotas-1naximum and 
minimum-and examined the number of 
,electors in North Queensland. Central 
Queenslan~. and South Queensland, and I 
find that, If we were to redistribute the seats 
to-morrow, there would be sufficient elccton 
i'I ::\"orth Queensland on the present basis 
for :::\ orth Quc,~nsland to retain its margin 
a1Jc1 quota and its sixteen seats. Central 
Que enslantl its n!ne seats: and. with ;;light 
bound~r~- alterahons takmg the electorate 
b.- anu large, there wonld not be verv much 
-c-hange in South Queensland. bcvoi1d the 
,:11cing off of a few Yotes h0re alld there 
Xo clonbt hon; mc:mbcrs opposite arc hogging 
for a redistnbuhon of seats. '\Yhat would 
h,, the position if we granted that redistri­
hu1 ion-not on the present Electoral Dis­
tricts Act. but on the ba,is of what we advo­

·cated when we were in oppo<ition? \Yhen 
tht Ele~toral Di3trict~ Bill was o·cin~r 
tltrough ~:his IIouse I ,;:, as a n1e~:.~bPr of th~ 
Oppo.sition, and we a.ch·ocatcd that one of 
t~lt-. factors in coasidcring the tnarg:in and 
otze of the electorates sl;oulcl be remotene"s 
from the sc·at of government, and that tht> 
margin e,honld be as much a' one-third 
"'bo;-e and below instead of one-fifth. which 
wrmld be quite cquitabl<:'. If '"" were to 
take the whole of North Queensland. the 
"·hole of Central Quc!'nsland, and the elec­
torates of \Van·cgo-, B:donnc, 1\Iurilla. and 
1.\laranoa, and redistrib:1ted the el(""torates 

'Yith a one--third margin, instead of there 
being· twenty-cinc seats as there arc now 
in that 'll'<'a, thr>re would be thirt:·-fivc seats, 
and jn the area co~-11p1·iscd \Yithin tho~o 
thirt0·-fi,-c sr:ats there arc onl.Y three Oppo­
sition mcmbcl". That would mean that 
from North Queensland, Central Queensland, 
and the four electorates mentioned in South­
WC'>tern Queensland, there would be thirty­
two Gon;rnment members. and it would be 
n0ccssar\~ to secure onlY five nJore n1embers 
from the re't of C]ueensland, including the 
rnetropolitan a1·ea. to giYf' us a rnajority. If 
wr: cared to '' dish" the Opposition with a 
rerlisti·ibution of seat'3~which they appear to 
be hung-ry for-we could do that. It re­
dounds to the credit of the GoYernmtnt that. 
although n: could institute a redistribution 
on thar basis. we have refraiued fro:n doing 
so bc('ausc vve regard it as unnecessary. 

Mr. JYIOORE: You could paso a. law dis­
franchisillg the Opposition. 

The A'TTOR_l\'EY-GEKERAL: Let me 
rc·fer to the State of Victoria. What would 
be the position of the Opposition if the Go­
vernment were to grant them a redistribu­
tion on the Victorian basis, the last redistri­
bution in Australia-passed by a Tory Go­
vernment after mature -consideration? 
'l'hev wranrrled over it for two or three 
vc,a;s. \Vo;ld hor,. members like to have a 
taste of their own medicine? That is. the 
redistribution given to the Labour Party 
in VictOi'ia. There they provided for three 
quotas-not one quota. One quota is for 
what thcv call the metropolitan area. which 
could rucn up as high as 25,000 electors. 
Then thev have what they call the urban 
quota, that goes as high as 17,000 electm;s; 
and then they hav~ the country quota, which 
goes as low as 8,500 electors. How would 
hon. members like that? 

Tlw representation in Victor!a . to-day is 
practically ': reversal of what rt rs m 5Jueens­
land. I will grve an example. We have 
in C,:ucc,lsland to-day twenty seats in the 
metropolitan area, rcpresentmg 156.271 elec­
tor~, and there are fift.y-t\Yo seats outside 
the metropolitan area, possessing 302,508 
elC'ctorii. In other words, the twenty members 
in the metropolitan area represent 34 per 
cent. of the total., enrolment: the fifty­
two mernbers outside of that area represent 
65 per cent. That shows that our systetn is 
YPrv equitable. In Victoria there arc twenty­
ninC seah in the metropolitan and urban 
area:"~. n_•presenting 65 ~per cent. of the 
doctor,, whilP the thirty-six seats compris­
it}g' the countrv clPctora.tes represent 35 per 
eent. uf the ekctors. That will show how 
th~ rcdi~t ribution works in \,.ictoria. 

At 2.55 p.m .. 

:\Ir. RlORDAX (Burkc), one of the panel of 
Tcn1porary Chairmen, relie-Yed the Spe-lker 
in the chair. 

The ATTOH:\EY-GE::\ERAL: Supposing 
"n~ gaYe the C'ppo,;;,ition an electoral redis­
tribution on a .sin1ilar basis. let us S('e where 
it 1Ynnld lead them. If ~vc v, ere to take 
the whole' of the electorates in ::\"orth and 
CcJCtral quec•n,•land and the four electorates 
in South-\Yest Queensland and put them into 
one a reu. '\rm·kjng on the \ 7 ictorian basis, 
tlw quotas would be as follows :-Country 
clectoratps, 4 oog: urban electorates, 7.073; 
metropolitan e-lectorates. 11.930. Therefore, 
::\orth Que,.mhnd. Central (.,)ucensland. and 
tlw fonr Sontb-1vestcrn electorates vlould be 

Hon. J. lllullan.] 
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entitled to thirty-eight members, the urban 
are~t;;; to t.\V{:.1 ntv-one men1bcrs. and the 
mt•tropolitan to · thirtcC'n members. How 
wo;Jlrl )JOn. members oppooite like th~t dis­
tribution . They "ould not recover from 
>uch r: distribution for half a century. I 
do not know what hon. members opposite 
are growling about. for they hardly rep re 'ent 
au irnportant to1Yn in Queensland. They do 
not rcprcsent Rockhampton. Townsville, 
Gladstone, Cairns. :\Jacka:v, Bowcn, Bunda­
Lcrg. l\Iar:vborough. Gyn1pie, Toowoomba, or 
Ipswich. The;.- only l'<']Heseut the small town 
of \Varwick. The_,- represent no electorates 
in Xorth Queensland or Central Queensland 
excepting 1Iirani and ~Drmanby. That 
shows that the peopl0 arc not behind the:n, 
;;nd the people will not be bc·hincl them so 
Lng as t!Kv continue to adopt their present 
fot;Jish tactics. 

The Leader of the Clpposition complained 
of the fa<'t that there ~scre son1e people 
on the rolls >Yho shonld not be there, and 
upparcntly some pc·op!P arc not. on the roll 
who should be ther·c. Our roll at the present 
time is the deanest roll in Australia, the 
C'ommorm·pa!th noh,-ithstancling, y;hile it is 
tlw best kept of any of the rolls. The hon. 
11!()l1l~k'r cornplaincd a11ont. our taking 19,000 
"~""'''' cff the roll after lhc election and 
J!ct Leforc. 

:\fr. CORSER: 25.433. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: The 
o'ficial flg-nres are 19.000. The obYious answer 
i.s th;. t W<' did not ha Ye lhc data on which 
to work before the (•lcctions. It v.-as not 
th0 fir~t occa~ion on r,-hich 1 he r'Jlls had 
b(•cn clPansed. This is the third occasion 
011 "·hich they he"Ye been clea!JSed. 

:\lr. CoRSER: After tllf• pro,-ious election 
you took 41,000 names off the rolls. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: The fact 
that there \Yas a State general election and 
a Commonwealth refereudum affol·cled us 
facilitie . .- for clean~inQ· the rolls. \Ye cal­
culate that. if a man· had not yoted at tlH' 
:-<tate dcctiom and had not voted at the 
rder<'r!Clmn. f"ilNl to reply to the letter 

calling on hirn to shO\\ cause 
[3 p.m.] whv he did not vote, and failed 

to 'show causE' whv he should not 
he) ~truek off the roll, rl1at wfls a fair indica­
ti<:n that l1P \Yae not tlwrc. After adopting 
thu: procedure we ~truck 19,000 nan1es off 
'h" roll. The hon. g-cntlenHn c;tn ha.rdlv 
r>'alisc tlw difficult:c in k0eping the roll' 
clran. Taking a nor11.1al y0ar, the nun1ber 
<•f alt01·atiom that bke [!]ace in OUr roll 
,.monllt' to 142,Gr:0-32 per cent. of tlw total 
l'llrolrnent. In fl thr00-v0~1r period the old 
lOll disarnx'an~. sbowing~ ho\v diHlronlt it is 
to k0:.•p a rlcan roll and :-::ho\\·ing ho-w 
Bntlquatcd i::- the Conunon\vcait.li nlc·thod of 
h:1Yin~· u triennial in:;H'ad of an nnnual roll. 
'The hon. gE'ntlcn1an talked abDut kcl'ping 
people on who >'hould be taken off. \\cith 
nrar1y ErJO,OJO people on the roll it is in1po~­
sihlr' to nvoid some mistakes Vi··here each 
indiYichwl 11an10 has to rccPiYe attention. 
La't year 69.370 people left Queensland. 
f:'.ome of those returned, but of those who 
failed to rpturn ~-ome ·n1av have died in 
anothPr ~tatc, and, bcrauSe they died in 
:n1other State. thPir na~ncs are not' regi,'3tered 
with our Registrar~General in the wav they 
shouicl be. The result is that that officer i's 
r'd able t•J include them in his quarterlv 
liet to the ekctontl registrar, to have them 
Ftruck off. and in that \vav na1nes. remain on 
the roll of tho3e who may haYc been dead for 
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!"0 1:1e cnn:;:.iderablc tin1c. I havo aJwa~e 
followed this principle-that I would sooner 
ha vc lOO Pxtra nanws on the ro!Js than run 
the ri . ...:k of disfranchi:"ing one 1nart. 

2'\ow \YE' come to t.hc point of the inflation 
of the rolls. The hon. member quoted cer­
tejn figures to show how the rolls ·Wore 
inflated. I am in n po3ition to proye by 
of!ic;al figures that our rolls are not inflateq, 
bnt that, on the contrary, the Commonwealth 
rolls are not up to the total they ought to 
be. Here are the hcts-in my opinion 
irrefutable facts. The adult population of 
Queensland on 30th .June, 1927-that is, those 
who had reached the age of hYenty-one years 
and m·er-v;as 500.633. Taking that number 
we, of rourse. ha\~f' to n1ake rt calculation 
becau~D there are a lif'n·, certa.in people who 
arc insane, and CC'rtain peop]C' \vho arc in 
prison, and we mLt't deduct those from the 
tolrtL The Hegistrar-General has ectimated 
the alien population not entitled to vote 
and insane and imprisoned persons at about 
13.500. Deductin< that number from the 
adnlt population lertYCS 487,133. The number 
on th0 rolls at that date was 467.695, showing 
that the "dfectiYc electoral adult population 
on 30th June ]a,t ,.,-as 487,133, as against 
467.695 on the rolls. or an apparent. deficiency 
of 19,000 people not on the State rolls. The 
hon. nwmber will probablv rush to the other 
cxtr0n1P and "aY. '' \Yhv don't You enrol the 
other 19.000?" · I will 'tell the' hon. gentle­
malL These 10.000 who are not on the rolb 
include arrivals \d!O haYc not completed the 
ref:'identlal qualification. temporary residents, 
tra '-~t)Iling a gcntF. and tourists. Our estirn:_,; t{ 
is that the:; \YOnlrl make up about 19,000 
peoplE'. showing that the rolh of Qucenoland 
are particularly dr·an. 

Xow take the Commonwealth rolls at the 
same date, >tnrl compare them with the 
Queensland rolls. On the same cl ate Com­
monwealth rolls had 29.467 people less than 
ours, v:hich proY<'" conelusiYely that there 
are 29.0-JO peopk h•S' on tlw Commonwealth 
roJls than 'houlrl l1e there. if their electoral 
1nachiner:r wa£ as fair, as ours. (Opposition 
laughter.) Hon. nH'mbcrs opposite may 
],wgh. \Ye eau "·dl understand that the 
dedoral svstem of the Commonwealth is not 
f'O generoUs as ours. If a n1an removes-not 
from one electorate to another. but from ono 
portion of an C'lPctorate tD another--

2\Ir. HA>;I.OX: From one sid<' of a street 
to the other. 

The ATTORXEY-UF.:XERAL: I will not 
put it. in t bat \1-a,·-from one subdivision to 
a11othcr --ubcli,-ision in an electorate, his 
narne j .. , t dn'n off; and. if his nan1e is taken 
off, it is almost iinpos~iblc. if he is a no;11adic 
worker. to get it on again. He has to hav~ 
a four ;ycckA' onalifit atim1 sou1ewhcr0 before 
ne gets it ou ~gain. The remit is that for 
1nont.h;;; or Years he rnav ncYer bo able to 
g·et on the. rolL :\Jr. ·Turner, the Chief 
Electoral Oilicer of the Corrnnonwt:alth in 

·ouc0nshnc1. in giYillg c\·idenre before tho 
R JY~l Con11nis.sion on c1ectoral n;a-ttcrs 
wh~ch rer•'ntl:v sat in Queensland, stated 
definitely that th<> position of the FederJl 
rolis \:·as iJ.llon1alcus in that regard, showing 
that nobody ca11 co!nplain about our ~ystcrn. 

I think I ha,-e said suf!icient for the prc-
8Cnt to justify the policy of the Government. 
If the Opposition .arc keen on electoral' 
reclistriLution and want, to haYe it on the 
pattern I haw outlined as being in exist­
ence ;u Yietoria, I hope they will let u~­
kDow. 
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I-Inn. ll1t''l!bC'rs (qqu.sitc conlplain that they 
ha,·p 11ot g:or their L.,ir representation in 
this lio:<sc in that tho,· have onlv twcntv­
uiue ll1Cll1bPr~ as againSt fortv-thrt;e LalJ.o{;.r 
n1PnlbPrs. l an1 not saying th~t theoretically 
0~1 ftgure-; they v.·ould uot get 1norc than 
nventy-niue n1cn1bers; but so long as 1ve 
have single clcctorate.J we shall alwavs have 
arto1nalics o[ that kind. l)nless we \vent in 
for vroportional reprf:;:entation-\Yhicl1 I 
think no one in this Home is prepared to 
ach·ocatc in Yi('W of cxp(_•rience clse,vherc­
aDd without 1hut, it is irnpo·ssiblo to get 
Jnathr'>"~1athical precision-it is in1pos~ible to 
g·et the >trict proportion of members on each 
side of the House on the basis of the votes 
recorded. Hon. m(••nbers opposite arc 
nearer the 1nargin than usuallv occurs. _ 
rcn1en1ber that, whf'n \\'C \Vent ~to the coun­
trv in 1912 as an Opposition. we caine back 
\vith t.wcnt~·-four seat1', and the GoYernn1f>nt 
of hon. e1embers opposite had forh·-eio·ht 
tSc·ats. Tdking the Yotes recorded fa.~· b~th 
partie~. IH" ought to haYc~ had thirtv-fou1· 
~cats as against thirty-eight seats. The" sam·' 
anomal.-- occnrrcd at the last Federal elec-
1 Ion:"', when thP v .. ·hol-2 eighteen Senate scat~ 
''""llt (o 1 hv Tories and none to the Labour 
]H•rty, although the YOtcs "·er0 almost 
Pqua!I~, d_ivided. ..Yon cannot g~t a L:Lir 
HlH1hcmatH'ul proportion of 1ne1ubcrs On the 
lw sis of the Yoies recorded. 

:VIr. FARRELL (11'-ckl"unpi'in): There 
Cl re a ft ~.v HHl tt0rs I 1voul cl like to bring 
forward en thi, Yote. The ftrst is in refer­
~'ncc to tJ:f> appointlncnt of juclg·cs to the 
Suprcrnc Co._ut. I a,Q:rco with th8 Attornev~ 
G-cnerttl that the 1a:~t appointment was ~a 
Yery cxcelrent one. ~I v co!llplaint is th ~, t 
the 'YRtem which has been adopted in th0 
P:lst . of apvointing the new judge to the 
.:\ort.iwrn C:irCl..Ut h!!.;; noL bco( n c,;:,rried Cllt 

on t~1e las_t two oreasions. The prt\'..,"nt Chief 
Justtcc huno.;elf fir~t served in Townsville. 
\Yhcn an~ther a ppoinilnc·nt \Ya.s made, he 
\Yas tra!lstcncd to the Centra! distric-t and 
be<eame the _Uockhampton judge; and later, 
\Yhcn a thud apopinhnent \vas 111ade ho 
was brought 1o Bri:3bane. Th:1t practice' \Va:-; 

follo-wed until :Jlr. Justice Brcnnan was 
appointed e:: nd stationed at Rockharnnto11. 
The rcamn thrrt ::\Ir. Justice Brennan" was 
not appo~ntf'd to Tovn1syille \Vas because 
~Jr. Ju:.;tiet: Dougias preferred to remain in 
the l\or~h. Sinc0 then there ho.Yc been hvo 
appointments. and both d them hnYc been 
n1a~le to 13;:1:.-halic.. T ant not going to 
bchcYe for one unnnic that there is not 
f.on1e rc_a~on fo1· tht:' depart P<?r:t co-.11i- g- to 
th~' deei~lon to appoint both those iudges 
t) Brisban0~-that tlwre is not sonh' .i::::dlucnco 
'rorking :-tga.in~t thP tran~fer of ~Ir. Justice 
Brennn~l 1n Bri.;;IJanc and gi\-i!-ift hin1 the 
sam0 n~hrs a:-; other.;; 

.:\Ir. PE-.~.EI-l:;-)OX: lie ha~ lJpen no ti1n;3 up 
there. 

'IIr. Fc\RRELL: It is not a llHtt'er of 
the tin10 Le ha . .;; l1ecn th0rc, bnt a n1atter 
of c.1rr~ving out the ordinary rule that haA 
hr·c·n foll:.nr0d in conrcctiOn "·ith thc-~o 
;a.ppointn1cnt . .;;, Th0 JH'xt appoinhuent should 
haY(' benn made• to Rockhampton, and :\1r. 
Jthti{'c Brenn<dl ~honld have brcn appointr d 
to I3ri~banc "·hen ~1r. J usticc ~I across an v~;a:; 
appointed to the bench. 

~1r. I<\:IXG; I hope he ncYcr will be. 

:\h. F ARRELL: Tltcre is the same feel­
ing, which hon. men1bcrs cnt~. see o\·er here. 
The De;mty Leader d the Opposition hopes 

that he ncn~r will be. In Rockhampton ho 
i;;; looked upon ,vith a.;; great f~n-our as any 
j udg-c who has been there. 

Mr. KIXG: I do not doubt that for a 
lll0111el1t. 

:VIr. F ~'l.RRELL: Ho is looked upon in 
that wa:·, not only by the general public 
but al;;o by the legal fratermty. and the 
san1c~ thing has prevailed when he has sat 
0:1 tlte full bench in Brisr me. I do not 
know just where the influence is, but I 
c·0rt.aini~- kno\v it cxj~ts, and I would like 
tlw Attorncy~Gencra.l to deal with it. 

Aboe1t two months ago, in Rockhampton, 
:~ ~'lr. l\lci{night an auctioneer and com1nis~ 
sion agent. waf' sentenced to imprisonment 
for fin) :n:ars for the n1isappropriation of 
funrh. and the judge, in sentencing hin1. 
·aid that. in yicw of the circumstances­
he had inYested his own funds and the 
funds he had misappropriated--

An 0PPOS1TIOX :\1E~IBER: And his \Yjfe's. 

Yir. F )J.RRELL. And his wife""· too, in 
trying to establish ·the cotton industry in 
the Da wson V alley. and for that purpose 
alo:n('-t-he judge ren1a.rked that. he would 
forward a recommendation to the Attorney­
Ucncral that :VIr. l\fcKnight's sentence might 
be considered bv the Executi.-e Council. 
So far I haYe heard nothing further. J 
do not know whether the report of His 
Honour has reached the Departmt>nt of 
Justice; bnt. if it has, I wonlc:l like to hear 
"hat t.he Attorney·-G0ncral has to say. I 
hone that he will gin' ever•. consideration 
to -the judge's recon1rnenclatio;L 

;vrr. H. J\1. RCSSELL (Too m bul): I rise 
for the purpose of challenging the fjgures of 
the Attorney-G-Cneral, and for that purpose 
I rpff'r hira to his own ,-;pcech of last year, 
fJilOted b,· nw. in which he made the follow­
ing sta t.c~n1ent :-

"I ob~t>rYt~d a line of critici~n1 rn the 
'Daily Mail '--namely, objecting to a 
majority for La hour of fourteen seats 
on a majority vote of 2,126 .-otes." 

The Attorney-General took the fjgures for 
:;;ixt;,~three s0at:-> which \YCl'e contested, and 
he worked out by proportion what he con­
sidc>-ecl would he Hw polling in 1926 in the 
uncontested electorates, based on the .-ot.ing 
at the 1923 election; but he omitted to take 
into col;f'jficration t.h0 fact that, in four 
Lahonr scab;:.) there had been a decrease 
during that pPrlod 111 the nu1nber of 
e1cctor::; of 3~625. cornpnsn1g- Gregor,\", 
1.287; Buekc. -1,0"0; :\lite hell. 763; 
and \Yarrcgo, 575, where-a~. on the 
other Land. there was r~n increase in Coo~ 
roora-~Ybich is r('prr·~cntcd by an Opposition 
lll<'mbcr--of 61S. If lte had arceptNl the 
right fi~urcs jn r(lRpect of electoratC>s in 
i.\ hi eh there ,,.0re no e]('ctions, his calcula~ 
tion of a rnajorit:v of 2,126 would have been 
s}. , .. n to be incorrect. and it ,.·ould prob­
ably be found that the Opposition had a 
sn-~a1l 1najority. As a- 1Y1at.ter of fact, the 
S~·dney " Dullctin " of 9th September. 1926, 
working out the result and a!Jo,··ing for 
n,o nrobal>le {jgnre> had there been contests 
in the uncontested :-eat~. arriYed at the 
corcclusion that the Oppo3ition would haYe 
be 'll 1.900 Yotco to the good. The fact 
remains that. whethPr the Government 
secured a majority of 2.0CO odd or whether 
the Oppositio:1 had 1.900 ;-otcs more, the 
npposition have twent.y-nine out of seventy­
two seats, and our voters aro inadequately 

Mr. H. M. Russell.] 
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reprcscnkd. I do not intend to go into 
thC' 1natter of the ,redi:;tribution of seats 
j nst now, hut I \V ant to put the Attorne;·­
Gcncral right in re-gard to thc actual figures. 

Resolution 44 (Department of Justice) 
agreed to. 

Resolution 45-" Drpartm<nt of the 
1'1·{_ usurer ''-

At 3.20 p.m., 
}lr. F. A. COOPER (llrr mu), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved :\lr. 
Riordan in the chair. 

::'IIr. l'ETERSOK (Tonnanbp): I am 
;.,tet·ested, on behalf of a number of sufferer, 

l'Onl n1iner's phthisis in my district and i!! 
the electorate represented by the Home 
.Secretary, in t.he matter of a request. for an 
inneased allowance. I have a right to refer 
'to the matter, seeing that I have a large 
number of phthisis patients in my electorate, 
but to show that I am not butting-in on the 
'bu.-iness of the Home Secretary, I have a 
·eopy of a letter sent by the private secretary 
·to the Home Secretary authorising the com­
mittee at Mount Morgan to utilise what­

,-ever 1neans it considered necessary to bring 
'bout a successful. result of their efforts. 
Cnder section 14 (b) of the \Vorkers' Com­
nensation Act of 1916-26, a married man 
with no children under the age of fourteen 
is allowed £1 a week if suffering from 
miner's phthisis. vVe know that these 
•unfortunate people, who have become 
afflicted with a disease the result. of their 
·calling, must maintain themselves out of 
this £1 a week. They must purchase brandy 
-a very necessary comfort in connection with 
·this disease-and other medicinal comforts, 
and the Minister can well m\derstand that 
wery little is left out of the £1. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC17LT1:RE : That 
doe,, not come under this vote. It is dealt 
with under the Trust Funds. 

Mr. I'ETERSO"': I earnestlv trust that 
the Government will see thei,: way clear 
to do something further in the matter. It 
must be admitted that a great deal of 
asSistance has already been granted; in fact, 
the House unanimously agreed to the neces­
sary legislation some years ago. 

The DEPJ!TY SPEAKER: Order I I 
must rule> that this matter can he disc~1ssed' 
·only on the vote for Trust Funds. 

:\Ir. FRY (llurilpa): I ask the :YJ:inister 
·to persuade his department to include in 
trle report of the JI.Iarinc Department com­
parative tables showing the working of the 
depcHtment over a nurn her of vears. The 
r~:port is interesting so far as It goes; but 
I like other hon. members, peruse these 
clocum.ents from year to year with the object. 
of talong out certain tables. This work could 
1vell be done by thl' cledc who p1·epares the 
report. If that tabulated matter was sub­
nlitt.ed to Parlian1ent. v~-e could form some 
·conclusions in connection with the fish busi· 
'j]{'SS, On page 5 the repnrt sac,-

. " The Sl!pply of fish has again been 
Irre~ular. 1n many cases not being equal 
to the demand. 

" The sea-mullet season did not reach 
anticipations, but I am given to under­
stand that a fair number over and above 
those marketed as food were otherwise 
disposed of." 

'\'an the :\Iinister l01l "' if there was a 
·shnrtag0 in the su;1p!y, •md will he inform 

[.lfr. H. M. Russell. 

tL:.; \vhat i~ n1cant by the \Yord~ "othcr\Vi8e 
tli:--po:-:~~d of''~ \Y ere· they di.-=,posed of because 
thr> Gon::-rnnlCIH were anxious to keep then1 
off the ntarkct anrl 1naintain the price. or 
v . . t:;:. it for son1P other rca~on? If the report 
were nwre explicit in those n1atters, it would 
be of more value. A statement like that 
crm-cys nothing. \Yhat has become of this 
fish. I hope the department will see that 
the, report is made clean'r J:ext year. It 
fuuher t-tat<~s~ 

'' Large- quantities of deep-sea fish 
of 1nixcd -varietic:', but particularly 
giant u1ackereL WPre taken by li11c by 
f,,hPliPPn employed in large n1otor boats 
suitable for f,,hmg on the outside 
gTounrls; the price. howeYer. den1andod 
for this class of fish is beyond the purse 
of the ordinary public." 

First of all. wP are told thPre is a shortage 
in the supply of mullet-the fish usually 
purchased by the workers. 

Then follows a statement that a portion 
of the catch was disposed of otherwise than 
by going into consumption. This is followed 
b:· a further statement that the better quality 
fish was wld at rates far beyond the purse 
o£ the ordinary working man. It seems to 
me that ihe report in that respect could 
have gono a little fnrther into details, and 
thus have been made more interesting. I 
hope that the offici•tl who compiles the report 
next year will go more fully into details. 
especially the appendices on pages 7 to 9. 
so that hon. members will be able to see 
what was in his mind when compiling his 
report. \Vhen I took up the report I was 
not able to grasp th£' statements as fully as 
I desired until I had consulted the reports 
of previous years. 

I desire to congratulate the pilot staff on 
having no accidents in the port during the 
year, Thcv were very successful in bring­
ing the ships into the harbour and up the 
river. T'ho only accidents which took place 
in the port occurred in two cases where the 
ships were in charge of tlwir own skipper.,, 

A yery big ncecssity prE'Yatils for th2 
establishment of a dock sufficiently large to 
accommodate thE· shipping that comes to this 
port. in order to conserve .)fur this port work 
which now g'O('S to Sydney. \Ye have here 
a dry dock for small Hc"sels; but a large 
dock to ac;eommodate the larger vessels 
could he comtructed on a site' lower down 
the ri\'er. It is quite possible that the 
clue> would ha\'r to be reduced if such a 
clock were e,.tablished, as I understand that 
the docking char6·es hel'e are much higher 
than in other capital cities of Au>tralia, 
That is a r!laiter which should be gone into 
very cal'cfnlly, if we desire to make this port 
the port is should be. 

Mr. PE .I. SE (Hubr rt): The Opposition 
claim that last veal' the amount of income 
ta:-... col1ct·h::,d wa~ greater than the previous 
year. Accrwding to the report of the Com­
Inissionf'r Gf Taxes. the an1ount of taxation 
lcvi0cl last year was £305,287 less than the 
preYious .''ear. The nurnbcr of taxpay-ers for 
1926-27 was 1.344 less than in 1925~26, and 
th" amount of tax leYied was £1,609.309, as 
compared with £1,914,596 in 1925-26. 

Mr. H. :'II. RrSSELL (Tnnm 'wll: I would 
Iikt: to kno;y if the Trca~<:;rer intends to take 
lntr~ con;:;idc~·ation th0 rerornn10ndation con­
t,lined in the report of the Land Settlement 
~\rh-i..::ory }~( ard in regard to averaging thn 



Ways and 111eans. [9 DECE~IBER.] TVays and ~11eans. 1657 

·:incon10s of pa.cJtoralists and oTaziers oyer a 
period of five years.· If so, '\rill he extend 
ihu sa!1le roncc-gion to the whole of the bu-i­
nrss con1mnnity 'Who aro subject to the sa1ne 
fluctuations of busilless as pastoralists and 
graziers'? 

At 3,29 p_m __ 

The DEFCTY SPEAKER : In accordance 
"·ith the proYisions of Standing Order ~o. 
307 and of rhe Sessional Orders agreed to bv 
tlw House on 25th Augmt and 26th October:, 
1 shall now proceed to put the rc•oolutions not 
"'li-cady agreed to by llw House_ 

Hesolution 45 (Department of the Trea­
,urcr) agreed to. 

Resolutions 46 to 54. both inclusive. n~rer'd 
io. 

At 3.29 P-m,, 
The SPEAKER resumed tlw ch~ir_ 

WAYS AXD MEAXS. 

RESUMPTION OF CO}DIITTEE. 

~Jir. }'_ A. Cooper, Brt mer, one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.) 

The TREASuRER (Hon. \\'. :\lcCormack. 
,Cairns): I beg to move-

" _(a) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
sen-JCe of the year 1927-28, a further 
sum not exceeding £5,152,461 be granted 
.out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
Queensland, exclusive of the monevs 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. 

"(b) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Maj0sty, for the 
serviCe of the vear 1927-28 a further 
sum not exceeding £1.791,655 be granted 
from the Trust and Special Funds. 
~ " (c) That towards making good the 
Bupply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1927-28 a further 
sum not exceeding £2,491,16l be granted 
from the moneys standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account. 

" (d) That towards making good the 
Supplv granted to His Majesty, for the 
sernce of the year 1926-27. a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £203,265 9s. 
lOd. be granted out of the Consoli-dated 
Revenue Fund of Queensland. exclusin• 
of the m<meys standing to th0 credit of 
the Loan Fund Account. 

" (r) That towards makino· .rood the 
Supply granted to His :'vlaj~ty~ for the 
service of the :vear 1926-27. a supplc­
mentar:v sum not ex< t'ecling £211.776 16s. 
5d. br: granted from the Trust and Special 
Funds_ 

" (j) That towards making good the 
Suppl~· granted to His Majestv. on 
account, for the service of the :vc•ar 1928-29. 
a mm not exceeding- £2.000.000 be granted 
ollt of the Consolidated Revenue> Fund of 
Queensland, exrlu~iYe c£ the rnoney~ 
standing to the cre-dit of the Loan Fm;d 
Account. 

" (o) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His :Majcstv. on 
accotmt, for the senice of the vPar 1928-29 
a sum not exceeding £900.000-- be granteci 
from tlw Trust and Special Funds. 

~, " (!~) That towards making goocl the• 
,Nuppty granted to His J\Tajesty, on 

account, for the sen-ice of the year 1928-29, 
a sum not exceeding £600,000 be granted 
from the moneys standing to the credit of 
the Loan Fund Account." 

1\h. ELl'HIXSTO:'\E (Oxley): I wish to 
rder to a ratlwr udortunate incident that 
t?ok 11lare in this I-louse some days a:;'o, \Yhen 
t11e Tn 'lstuerl Gy 1va;: of interjection. 1narlo 
it known io thr people of Queensland that 
one of the member-s of this Chamber had ha-d 
hi;; parliamentary salary scizetl, ~apparently 
at the in"-tigation of the Treasurer~ to lllCOt 
hi ... incon10 tax obligatious. 

The TK\IPORARY CHAIR~vlAX: Order ' 
\Ye arc now in Conunittee of \Yavs and 
l\I0ans, and not in Conunittee of Supply. 
The hoiL member cannot discuss Estimates 
at this stage. 

:'vir. ELPHIXSTONE: I am not talking 
about Estimates. I am talking about a 
grievance. and I take it that the time to 
discuss grie,TanC'es is when a vote for Suppiy 
is before the Chamber. 

The TE:\IPOHARY GHAIRMA:'\: Order ! 
This is a Committee of \Yays and Means. 

::\Ir. ELPHIKSTO::'\E: I am quite serious 
in Ill\' desire that the Treasurer should deal 
with 'this subject. The point that requires to 
be determined is that an impression has got 
abroad that the Treasurer of the State is 
able to, and does, obtain an intimate know­
ledge of the income tax affairs of those who 
arc assessed. 

The TREASVRER : It has nothing to do with 
inco1ne tax. 

:\Ir. ELPHINSTO::'\E: I shall be much. 
obliged if the 'l'reasurer· can give an answer 
to what I think he understands I mean. 

The TREAS"CRER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
('airns): It might be as well to reply to the 
hon. member at this stage. The matter 
has nothing to do with the income tax at 
all. An order was served on me as Treasurer 
under thE' Income Tax Act, and only in that 
way could I know about it-I do not know 
an~thing about the taxation. The order was 
se1:ved on me. and I had nothing more than 
an ordinary duty to perform in rpgard to it. 

l\Ir. KrxG: It ought to have legal effect. 

The 'TREAS"CRER : It has legal effect 
under the Income Tax Act. It comes to 
me as the Treasurer just the same as it 
would go lo any other employer. 76,_t this 
:;;tagc I exprc;;;~ tegrct for hav1ng sa1d any­
thing about it. but the hon. member con­
cerned 1nade a verv nastv reference t.o me 
in connection with Chillag·oc, inferring that. 
I '""' cngoged in something dishonest, and 
I retaliated at the moment; but I can assure 
tlw Committee that l have no access to anv 
income tax returns or anything to do with 
taxation. nor do I desire to have. 'fhe notice 
\Yn;::; ~erved upon n1e. a~ it 'voulcl be served 
on me in ronncction with any public servant, 
in the ordinary process of law. There was 
nothing serrct in it. though, perhap;;:;, it is 
regr<'ttablc that I rcfencd to the matter 
jn thi."' Charr1bcr. 

Quest ion (vYay.; and :\Ic•ans Resolutions) 
put and passed. 

The House resumed. 
Ti10 TE:\!PORAHY CHAIH1L\x reported that 

ill<o Committee had come to certain rPsolu­
tions. 

H0sumption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for Tuesday next. 

Hon. 1Y. JicC'm·mack.] 



16-38 Appropriation Bill, J..-o. 3. [ASSEMBLY.] Appropriation Hill, Ro. 3. 

RECEPTIOX A>:D AnoPTIO:S OF RE:::OLcTIOxs. 

On the motion of the TREASl:THER (Hon. 
\Y. ~IcConnack, ('ainu:;), the rcsolntious were 
rccciYC'd, and agreed to. 

APPROPHIATIO:\ BILL, ::\'o. 3. 

FIRST HEADIXG. 

A Bill founded on the re,olntions reported 
from the Committee of \Yays and Means 
"-as i11troduccd, and read a. fir~t tirnc. 

SECOX D READ!XG. 

The TREASCRER (Hon. \Y. :.IcCormack, 
C•1irns): I be~ to moye-

" That the Bill be How read a second 
tin1c." 

:\h. 1\lOORE (A ~tl!igny): A good dc,d of 
mon0.v is being voted. and there arc on~ ?r 
l\\'O thing~ on which lhe Treasurer m1gnt 
gl\·e u~ a litth:- information. In an;;nvcr to a 
qne~tion a:-~kcd on 2.5th ~oven1bcr with regard 
10 tho balance of the Trn'<t Funds, the 
Trcasur.:r gaye the follmYing information:-

T:.CTST Frccus (31-10-27). 

Debit Dalance at 30-6-27 
Le~"' Trall':fPr from Loan 

Credit 
Less-

Apparent ExcC'~s of Exvcndi­
tnre O\'N Receipts \four 
months) 

£ 
2.364,647 
2.525.261 

£160,614 

747,853 

Debit Balance at 31-10-27 £587.239 

It. ~C'Pms f'Xlraordinarv to have that cxrPss 
of cxppnditnrc o\TCr i·ecr-ipts in connPction 
with the Trust Funds during that period. 
con~iderin~ that the worlH'rs' dw·cllings and 
worker~' honlPS have been brought under 
the Loan Fund. 

The financial pos;tion is recogni~ed by 
('very hon. 1ncrl1 bcr as being a ~crioits one. 

Tlw uncmploym<'nt problem 1s ah>o a 
;:-.rriou:-:. n1e11aee. and. when we are voting 
large ~tnns of rnone:v. we n1ight \Yell give 
some attention to the manner in which the 
money ;, being spE>nt. ~o that, if po,siblc, 
th0 position may be improYed. This :;·ear 
the exnonditure from ren•nuc is £16.490,953, 
n~: con1parcd with a con·eRponding- CXll2lldi~ 
ture in 1914-15 of £7.199 399. The point I 
''"ant. to rnake i;;; that. in the intprvcning 
t wC'lvC' years., thf' nnrnbet· of Go\-('rnnlf~nt 
f'ITlp1oyC'c~. sa1arit1 ''\. wag('::;, a11d int('rcst on 
th<> public debt hano incrcasctl i!l this 
fa>"hion-

How Spent. 1914-15. 

Nun1ber of Governrn{'nt : :.!8,121 
E~p~oyecs 

Salaries :md Wages 
IntcrHt on Public Debt 

Balarcc m·er 

£ 
4,134,689 
1,875,581 

6,110.270 
: 1,089.120 

1026~27. 

:30,337 

£ 
10,013,600 
4,831,250 

15.744.850 
746,103 

So that, out of £7,199,399 collcch'd in ,-evenue 
in 1914-15, the sum of over £1,000,000 was 

[Mr. Moore. 

avn.ila ble for the pur~hase of material and' 
mi•cellancous expenditure, whereas in 1926-
27. out of £16,000,0GO odd. only £746.000 
R pprcxiuw iely \Yas a Ya.iiahle. and that 
b0tween those two financ1al vears the nurn­
bC'r of Goycrnrnent en1p1oyceS had inrrensed 
by 40 per cC>nt. as against an increase of 
on!,- 70 per cent. in population. It seems 
to 'me that we arc getting into a Yery 
difficult pmition. b0cause we are not getting­
a sufficient produdion to kc0p up the stan­
dard which thi.; countrv is entitled to· 
expect. · 

I \vas YCTV nntch struck by son1e ren1arks 
in the repo-rt of the industrial delegation 
to Amcri.c<t, in which it V· as pointed out 
that in An1crica, which is a creditor country, 
the hours ar<' long-er than in Australia. 
1vhich is a debtor coUntr;v-. It is only possiblC' 
to maintain the conditiom which <>xist here 
h:v greater production. I think the Tr::-a.~ur€'r 
himself 'aid that that is absolutely ~c3ential. 

The TRE.\Sl'RER: I \Yant the public to 
rralisc it. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: Production JmFi go up to 
<'nahlc thP:'-0 condil ion~ to be c1n1 iJlnf'd. The 
indu:->trial tk!egntion ~aiel in th0ir 1·eport-

.. The ~~merican Federation of Labou1~, 
in nrging for a five-day \vcek of fort~v 
1JOur~. stiitc that they do not urgp for an 
hnnwdiatc change as they realise that 
perrnancnt Jn·ogre:;;s must rest on 
in<'rcascd productivit~-. and that it should 
Le i11trod uct d flUietly and as indu~tric& 
a re made rea(lv for it. . . . The 
t'!1Ip1o,vrc reco~rniSr-s that indw;try cannot 
]Jay what it does not cam. and that 
on his O\Yil C'fforts as n1uch a::-. on thos(\ 
of the n1unagcnJe1lt. dcpC'ndccl its 
earnings.'' 

l\Iilny people in Qnecn~dand ~cem to irnaginc 
that there is sorne "widow's er use " from 
which monc:· eau be drawn to pay what they 
do not earn, or to make up the difference 
between what thPy do earn and what they 
think they ought to be paid; and they must 
rpa]isc that the position cannot be continued' 
on that ba~i.'i Ycrv rnuch longer. "\Ye have 
almo .t rcaehctl the end in our Trust and 
Loa11 Fund expenditure. and. unle'·' some­
lhillg- is dOlH\ th0re n1ust hP a dirninution 
of tlw standards \Ye are enjoying to-clay. 
T!te financial position of the country is not 
.--nffi~iently 'trong- to enable these things to 
coHttnuc unless 1ve have a greater procluc~ 
tion. ot· the policy of the Government is 
altPrecl to t•mtblc us to produce a greater 
amount for export. That is really what 
tl1e problem arnounh to, bc•came what i, 
('Ons.unlC'd h0rt~ doe~ not n1akc v('rv rnuch 
difi:'Pr-cncP--Ive ha\~(' to send n1orc of Our pro­
dud . .- out of the countrv in order to make 
n1or~-· \Ye~dth. IPt nle l)oint out our .source.,. 
of l'f'' ,_•nue P('l" h<'ad of population~ 

Taxat:on. 1

1 

Other 
Sourct>S. 

-------------------
£ s. d. £ 8. d. 

1914-15 1 " 2 9 4 8 

1926-27 5 2 13 4 0 

---~------

In 1914-15 taxation represented 15 per-
ce-nt. of the rcYenue. 

In 1926-27 taxation represented 40 pm· 
cent. of the rcyc-nue. 
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A lar;:re amount of money which should go 
tov, ard:-; the cxpanf'.ion of industry is really 
going into the rcycnue of the countr:v to 
Le expended on non-productive work. \Vheu 
we find that the public service has been 
increased in the way it has, 1vc rnust rca.Eso 
that something must be done to curb this 
tendency, for it is the perpetual!'! increasing 
co~t of government that counts. The position 
is becoming- so serious that it is absolutely 
necesoary that it should be broug·ht home 
to the people that the money must be wisely 
spent. and there must be a change in policv 
in the direction of payment by results, 
co-operatiOn. or some svst.cm bv which we 
can get a !5rea ter rf.turn fi·on1 money 
expended. and. thereby encourage people to 
0111bark upon 1ndustry. 

We must be in the position of paying for 
'd1at \VC get. and not in rhe position of 
pa5·ing for what we do not get. L~nfor­
tnnatelv. that is the position that is drag­
ging- us do,~Tn. and \Ve arc finding it v-erv 
difficult to g"t. awav from it. \Ye sav that 
,,wing tc' the tightn~ss of money and the dilii: 
cult financial position of the country it is 
absolutely <"SE'ntial that the pcopl<' ·~utside 
:-hould recognise that. if we are to maintain 
a 44-hour \\ eek under the pr0sent standard 
of liYing, the only way in which it can bo 
done is io s0e that. there is sufficient tn·n­
duction h1 1he inDustries to enable them tu 
bl~ carrir·I on. 'Ye haye to sec whether th!; 
can bn bJ·ou12·ht about reasonably, otherwiw 
lt ·wtll 1ncan a great Cleal of djstress. I 
attribute a great deal of the unemployment 
t•J the yery systen1 under which 1.ve dcrlare 
a l'ertain rate of pav in 1nan-v industries 
"hi<>h cannot secure the necesc,a'rv Yalue to 
enable thnsc engaged in thcn1 to ;1100t those 
charges. and, i:>stead of expamlin15, they arc 
graduall.'· cwsmg up. We find that the 
quality of production-! do not mean the 
value of production~-is not incrPasing in 
Que<'nsland in the wa',' that it should in­
crease. \Ye know pe1:fectly well that the 
vahw of certain commodities has increased, 
]'articulal'!y since the war, so that the posi­
iion doe.:; not look EO Lad as it really is. 

Th0 TREAS'CRER: The cost of productio:1 
ha' increascu corresponding]:~-. 

?.Ir. :\IOORE: Yes. The diflicult,· we are 
0xpericneing to-day is that thr· cost d pro­
duction is ~o high in nwny of onr priil:.a.r.v 
industries that it if' nlrno~t i·npossible for 
nny expansion to ttJke place; anJ the onh' 
r~o~sible way in whiC'h we can keep going js 
h,'-' cn:Clc;•Yotnlng to eYolYe a systC'n1 l1y legi:3-
lation tn pre-Yent organisations holding lllJ 
indu,tr.·. The other dav the meat industrc· 

ao being considered . by the Board of 
Trade. and it 111u::;:t. lHtYC' been obYious frou1 
the C\'ic!cncc that the cost of pL cluction in 
that indnsb'<;;' i-:; a v,:rY serious nrattcr. Eve11 
a 1ne1nbcr cf the Boar'd of Trade, ::\Ir. Gillics, 
rcaliserl that whe-n he sug-gested that the 
lT'en should accept picce,vork. l-Ie l'ecog­
ni~ed that y:oukl be to thP adYantagc of tho 
jndustry, and that :it wrrs onl=, by thoac n1ean~ 
that tho indLrstry could keep g-oing. He 
~crtainly had no desire to speed up the men. 
because he pointed out that they \Yore amply 
protect<._! by the award. Ho recognised the 
continually increasing cost of production that 
was gradllally preS3ing on this industry until 
ir wus in a cul-de-sac from which it \Vould bo 
difticult to en1erge. Ho was endeav-ouring to 
find some solution of the difficulty whe.n he 
1nade that suggestion, but, of course~ it was 
not accepted. On the contrary, it was 

opposed n1ost bitterly by the organisations­
whv. I do not kno·-.-,·-:\1r. Gillies was unable 
to ~ndor"tancl their objection to it. It seems 
that their chil'f objection is that th<:>y a1·e 
afraid of lGsing control of men who might 
get into a r·osition of independence by being 
able to rc,o their skill and industry to the 
h0 t adYantag<:>. The employee,s do ;,ot seem 
to recognise that in an inf!ustry such as this 
it is to their :tdvantage to see that the men 
ns<' their skill and abilitv to the best advan­
tage so th- t (·hey arc n;t kept back in the 
\vav that manv are to-dav. \Ye know !hat, 
·wh~n ·tasks ar~e gh·en an~l an agreement is 
made that they shall do only a certain 
amount of work. many of them are able to 
knock off at 2 o'clock." proving that they arc 
perfectlv competent and willing to do the 
work; but they' seem to be lwlcl back, not 
h>' th£> rules of the Board of Trade. but by 
th0 rules of their own organisation. which 
preYent then1 fron1 gi..-ing of their best, in 
a mistaken id0a that limitation of produc­
tion is going to rnake mnployment for n1or<~ 
people. I think it has bec'n demonstrated 
th•c world ov-er that r~,triction of output does 
not mean n::.orc 0rnplo:n11Cnt, but less cmploy­
llJ('nt.. \Ye ar£' realising that to-da~v in the~ 
0normou~ r~u1nber of unemployed a~ a result 
of the stag-natiO<l of many of our industries. 
\\' e sec tho, diffinrltics outsicl·• in the, coun­
tn, where cs'if'ntial >York that should be 
~rOing on {annat be ace o1npli~hcd because of 
the cc·t being so hig-h that the value cannot 
b,:- r£'COYf'l' •cl. That ··.:~:a.-:. recognised in a 
Bill prcsPntc•d to Parliament yesterday, 
1vhere c·t':d.::tin roncf'~sions are proposed for 
tlw devdoDnwllt of lo nLl requiring an extra­
orclinarv amount of 1noney. \Ye have 
!'cach(rf the gtnge to-dav when we must 
re·c:ogni:;;e that our positiOn is an unstable 
and difficult one, and one which must be 
fared by t:Yer.v s-ection of th0 conununity~ 
The report of the Industrial Del0gation 
ful'ther stales-

H 'rhc high standard of li..-ing enjoyed 
by tlw American people is the result of 
:-;teadily n1ounting per capita producw 
tiYit.v. There is only one wav- to increase 
or fitrther the'<' st;nclards, 'and that is 
bv improved methods and process0s, by 
the climina6on of waste in tnaterials, 
and m.otion in our vrcduction and dis­
tribntinn s.v:;:t0n1. 

" At the same tinw. the Federation of 
Labour re· ogniscd th0 po"itlon a,nd has 
JHOderniscd lts views to the nE'\Yer ideas 
that "-'1111Jlo~'cr and cn1ployee· are inter­
r!cpcnlcnt. and that co-o]wr:~ticn between 
both for th0 be1wfit of i'ldmtrv- is coscn­
tial: efiiciN:c_v. strict arpli;:atiml to 
\YOrk for th£> n1axin1u1n output on both 
:;.ides, ls the only "'ay that industry will 
be 1nadp to fH'O\>ide furthc,· ronnncra­
tion fer Loth. 

* 
"The rri1ployec recogni 7f'd that indus­

trv cnn110t nav what it dce~.· not earn. 
:ulcl that on hiS o'vn 0fforts af' rnuch as on 
1hosn. of the n1anagcmcnt depended its 
Parnings. 

* 
·• The ~-ln1eriean Federation of Labour, 

in urging for a five-day week o.f forty 
hours. states that they do r.ot urge for 
an inu:ucdiate c-hange, as tJ1r>y realise 
that 1-•er1nanent progress mu~t rest on 
increased productivity. and that it should 

Jfr. J11oore.J 
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be introduced quietly and as industries 
are 1uad•2 ready for it. 

* 
"ThP aycrao·e faciorv l1ours n1av bt~ 

put. do~wn at ~lightly DYe~ forty-nii1e a 
·week. 

* 
·• Th·J hours in industry were \·ery 

closely investigated by the delegatwn. 
and a full report is submitted on this 
phase of our inquiries. Although 
America is a creditor countr), it will be 
soon that it works longer hours than 
Australia, which is a debtor country. 

h After reYi('\Ving all aspects, unionisn1 
in Australia must realise that workmen 
" annat expect higher wages and shorter 
hours unless production is maintained­
if not i;rcreased-so that industry can bo 
carried on profitably. 'rhis is acknmv 
!edged in America. Methods of pro. 
duction are changing from year to year, 
and it is essential that both employers 
and employees, through their unions, 
should adapt themseh-es to the changes.'' 

\Ye know that there is a good deal of waste 
going on in many ways under the system by 
which the work is being carried out. The 
position is most serio11.s. Although I recog­
nise that the drought has been a contributing 
factor in regar-d to unemployment, it must be 
Tecognised that one of the main factors is the 
system under which Australia is endeavouring 
to develop. It is a system entirely her own. 
It is recognised in other parts of the world 
that the cost of production has something to 
do with prosperity; and one thing which 
must be done to enable the country to meet 
its obligations and attain a higher standar-d 
of living is to increase production. an-d for 
the employer to pay the employee according 
to _his ability and the output of his labour. 
This cannot be refuted. Unless that point of 
view i>' taken up by the large sections of 
organised industry and the organised unions, 
then WP are going to get into a position from 
which it will be most difficult for this countrv 
to emerg-e. vYe shall have to wake up ancl 
face the position, and, until we understand 
that it is nece,sary for the emp'oyer and the 
E'mployec in industry to co-operate so as to 
find out where there is waste and eliminate 
that waste, and decide upon what is a reason­
able thing to be done if a man is to be paid 
arrording to his "WOrking abilit~Y, we shall not 
find a wa v out of our difficulties. If that is 
not clone.· WC' shall have to retrace our steps 
with regard to the lPgislation which has been 
pa~~od ·dealing with the econon1ic position. 
\Ye lun·e ,:tone ahead of the money power of 
the State and even Australia in enacting that 
legislati,m. It is all ver~- well to think that 
the rnonev will be a \·ailable. It cannot be 
ayailab1r ~un1cs:;, lt i;;; cn.rllCcl. It js all Ycrv 
well to think that \\ c can obtain that monc~­
by printinr~ nCltes and b:v baying a local poptl­
lation to absmb all that we can produce. 

ThP pd~ition to-day of the ad...-ersc trade 
balanct1 ,:- i, a n1ost distressing one. ThP 
Chamber of 2d:anufactures h>ts drawn special 
attention to this nhasc of the situation. The 
adYer.;"l' trade balftnco for the con1ing year is 
going to lw in the Yicinit:,· of £73,000.000. 
That monP·; ha" to be found sonwwherc. It 
i~ not 1:£0itig out of the country in exports. 
\\" c arc importing m me than we can afford. 
and arc not producing enough to pay for 
thosl' imrnrts. That onlv means that this 
monc·y v. ilJ have to CO!l1P out of loan monev, 
and t'lwt mc'tws that the greater the imports 

[Mr. JJ oore. 

the more money will lwvc to go out of the 
, ountn- and the nosition will be consi-derably 
·worse. V' If more \noncy is to go out of the 
country, that 111~~! nccessaril::· r~1ean _. rnore 
unemployment .. 1\hen we at~e dhcu"mg_ a 
Bill such as this, rt rs csscntwl to exammo 
the whole position and >"ee whether the policv 
adopted heretofore wiil lead to prospenty, 
and if not, whether It IS possrble to make 
alte~·ations in that policy so that a greater 
a1nount of the n1oney produced hcye is spent 
in the countrv. One of the most ntal factors 
in improYin~· the position is the careful 
expenditure ~f iho money that is soug-ht to 
be appropriatcl~L The Treasurer. re-:ogn1~os 
that for the fir"t four months of tins financwl 
year he has spent almo,;t £1.000.000 le'"'. o_f 
loan rnone\v on the average than he antlCl­
patcd. I s"uppose he has practically recei:·ed 
the \\·hole of his loan money. for the rece1pts 
up to 31st October are shown as £4,784,236. 
That must be about the total amount to be 
received bv him for the year from the Loan 
Council. · 

The TREASl:RER: \\" e shall participate in 
the loan floated in London. 

:Mr. MOORE: The Loan Fund on the 30th 
June, 1927, was in credit to the extent of 
£5,235,513. Out of that amount was pai-d the 
temporary overdraft at the Bank of Englan<!, 
amounting to £1,370,192. and the expendi­
ture for the four months of the pre,ent finan­
cial vear-£1,375,350 -while £2.525,261 was 
tramferred to the Trust Funds debit. The 
balance of the Loan Fund Account on 31st 
October must. therefore, have bepn £4.748.946; 
so that the ·Treasurer is ><pending consider­
ably less than the amount budgeted for. 

[4 p.n1.] 
The TREASL"REU: At the last Loan Council 

we were asked to cut down expenditure. 

:Mr :MOO RE: The Treasurer seems to be 
maki~g an attempt to face the situation. 
The figures published at the beginning o£ 
this month certainlv show that there has been 
a dccr0ase in exi)cnditure. There is. one 
thing that I can!'ot qui!e underst':nd-that 
is. the decrease m the mterest paid. Pos­
siblv the interest had not become due, or 
else" it \vas paid in another month. 

The TREASl'RER: That is a matt<>r over 
which we haYe no control. 

Mr. MOORE: At an~- rate. the Treasurl'r 
is making an pffort to r<:cluce 9xpcncliture 
and to build up the financial position of the 
State in y]e-..v of the serious position \VC are 
in. In my opinion \VC arc• only at tht_• 
beginning of the rc>ally sPrious part of the 
position, becau~0 tl1_e effPct of th~ drought 
io onlv no'.\' bcmg felt. not only m. connec­
tion ,~-itb incmne tax. bur in conn('ctton \\ 1th 
rnanv other nlatic•r'h,- and jt is going to b~~ 
pxceCdingi:v diHicult to get ntoncy t? ca~·ry ~n:. 
The a1nount o{ n1011Py we are voting 1n tl1_1s 
Dill is a bout th<> same as la<t year. an cl wrll 
earn- U" on till ab-)ut next Auguct. The 
dish:eE<sing part 1~ the ~tn tc1n0nt rnade by 
the S•'cretan for Labour and Industry that 
he con~idered tho 4d. leV.\" \vas not going 
to he neadv enough to pay uncn1ployrnent 
;:-nstenauce. · \\-.-c have to recognise that the 
an1ount of uncn1nlovnwn1 is exceptional, duo 
largt~ly ro our ·leg~islation; and it can be 
i1nproved to a trc1nenclons extent b~- amen:J.­
ino- our legislation. and al~o to a. certain 
~xt0nt bv rea,onable comideration of the 
position by these outsich> who are conti~u­
a1ly putting forwar.d clanns _for a r0dnehon 
of hour6 and an 111crcasc 1n \"rages when 
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their productive capacity is not increasing. 
If these peroplc out,ide were only prepared 
to face these responsibilities a.nd recog~1se 
that thP Govcrnn1ent haYc not an nnlirnited 
fund from which to pay the difference 
bet1vcer1 ,.hat they earn and what they thmk 
they ought to get, and, if they recognis' that 
indu~tr:y outsiclP is i11 an even worse position 
th'm the Government, bctause they have not 
the taxpayers to fall back upon, 110ssibly \VO 

shall be able to get into a position which 
will c·nablc the country to recover. But that 
·,vill take some considerable time to do. The 
carelessnf's:-:_;; nnd extravagance displayed b~v 
every section of the public to-day will have to 
be c{u bccl. I am afraid that the bitter experi­
ence of distrc(.s is the onl-y wav to teach 
thP people that the extra,·agance which is 
b{_>-ing indu1gcd in to-day is n1ore than th_e 
countn can aiford, because the country 1s 
not pi,oducing enough to pay for it. We 
are askjng fo1~ a good deal of money, and 
it should bl' recognised by the people outside 
that \Ye haye almost reached the limit. In 
my opinion we haYe really got past the 
lirnh in r€-~gard to taxation, because 'vo are 
iinding that our industries cannot carry the 
burden. :Ylany of them arc havmg tremen­
dous trouble. People, instead of n:panding 
their industries, are gradually curtailing 
them, and many of them are looking to"·ards 
the other States to sec where thev can inve,,t 
their money and get a better ret~rn. I was 
surprised the othPl' day to learn that one of 
our largE'r industries in the country districts 
talked of shutting up altogether and going 
to Yictorin to open up there, because they 
said they could make the article cheaper in 
Vic:oria and send it to Queensland at less 
than it costs to produce it here, because in 
Victoria they would not be hampered b 
continual restrictions or harassed over trivial 
mistakes and shortcomings that are being 
continually brought up against them here. 
A little while ago another industry intended 
to start here. If it had started, it would 
have giYen employment to 200 hands. But, 
aftE'r going fully into the question, it was 
discoYercd that they could save £2 per ton 
by starting in Victoria. These are the 
things that have to be looked at. 

The TREAST:RER: That was duo to some 
other cause. 

At 4.4 p.m., 

::'>lr. F. A. COOPER (Bnmer), one of the 
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Sr•eaker in the chair. 

::VIr. iiiOORE: It was clue to the hours 
and rate of pay. 

The TREASURER: The Victorian hours are 
the same as ours. 

::\Ir. J\IOORE: That may he. 

The TREASl'RER : The cost of living is 
higher in Victoria than it is here. 

'Mr. ::\IOORE : The cost of living is lower 
there. \Ye have to endeavour to get people 
to see that the co-partnership system or pay­
ment bY results is the one method by which 
we are cgoing to improve our position. They 
are properly safeguarded by the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration, which will prote~t 
thelll from exploitation-I do not call It 
exploitation mnelf. In the sugar industry 
the workers appreciate that system, and 
recorrnise that it is the best. In the sheep­
shea~ing industry men do not think about 
day work, and it is the same in other 

industries. The c·mployees want to be paid 
fO!' their skill, and. if a man turns out double 
tlw amount that anothCl' does, he should be 
paid accordingly. 

:\Ir. FERRICKS : The people :~ou talk of in 
Yictori:t are baYing a bad tin1e there. \Tic­
toria is just on the turn now. Sho has lo.,t 
the advantage of hnr congested population. 

C'.lr. ::\IOORE : I do not think she has lost 
the advantage) because her industries are 
continually expanding. \Ye find that fac­
tories arc being established in the adjoining 
Stntcs for the 1nanufacture of our ra\V 
m a t£>rial. 

The TREAS1;RER: \Vhat is the reason? 

:\Ir. :\fOORE: The taxation is very much 
heavier here than in :\'ew South I'Yales. 
\\Then people arc going into an industry 
thcv take evcrv factor into account. Just 
to csho w how people take notice of those 
things, I might mention that a man came 
to TocnYoon1ba with a view to starting an 
industry. He seemed to be about to start, but 
he came down to Brisbane, and a week or two 
afterwards he returned and said that he was 
not going to start. \'\'hen I asked him 
whv, he said that the Government could 
con1pcl him to emplo~ men in his industry 
whom he might not want, and he was not 
going to take the risk. He said, " The 
power is there, and we do not know what 
might happen. If you interfere in a man's 
bminess and compel him to employ someone 
he does not \',ant, he will not take the risk." 

The TREAST:RER: Everyone told me that 
Lang was hunting them out of :\'ew South 
\Yales-wherc arc they galloping to? 

Mr. MOORE: 'l'he idea is to blame the 
F2cleral Government and say they do not 
impose a big enough tariff. 

The TREASL'RER : It is not a question of 
party. 

:Hr. MOORE: It is a question of eco· 
nornics-people will go wh<'re they get the 
best deal. The Treasurer himsdf recognises 
that there are restricting conditions on indus­
tr\~ which are seriously hampering the 
'tarting of new industries in the State. 
Queensland manufacturers complain that we 
have more hampering restrictions here than 
m the other States. This State should he 
able to develop in the same way as the 
other States. 

The TREAST:RER: The import iigures show 
that Australia is buying everything r, broad, 
but Queensland less than the other States. 

:'>II·. MOORE: We cannot get that infor-
mation. A lot of our stuff is being 
transhipped. 

The. TREASrRER : \V e are not using any 
more Imported goods than any other State. 

Mr. MO ORE: I do not think we are· 
but every State is using too much. That 
Is largely due to extravagance. I think 
the Tr_easurcr is correct in curtailing his 
expenditure of loan money, because that is 
one '?f the aYenucs hy which the position 
IS gmng to be met; but it is not the onlv 
avenue. The people have to realise theil.· 
general extravagance, because, unless this 
E'xpenditure is made up by increased produc· 
tion. it cannot be continued. I want to get 
It mto the heads of the people outside that 
the outlook is not as rosv as some of them 
seem to think. A lot of people seem to 

1Jfr. JJ oon-_: 
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thiuk that. tliC Governmcut ha.vc only to pass 
nny propo~al and they can get tho money 
to carry it out. The people must be brought 
to realise that it is only what is earn~1 in 
industry that can be taken out of it. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR:\ES (lFHnllum): I want 
to take the opportunity of dealing with 
~avi11gs Bank nu1tters. and in that connoc~ 
tion I want to go back to the Auditor­
Ueneral's report for 1923. During this 
ses:-:;ion the Treasurer has tried to make out 
that the transfer of the Savings Bank busi­
ness was wholly in the interests of Queensland. 

The TREAScRER: You cannot deal with 
that now. 

Hox. W. H. BAH:\ES: I took the pre­
caution of seeing the Speaker, who said 
that I was perfectly in order, and he could 
not st0p me. 

The TREASuRER: I am like you-I bow to 
his ruling. (Laughter.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 

Ho>r. W. H. BAR="ES: The Treasurer 
referred to the fact that we are getting 
70 per cent. of the Savings Bank deposit,; 
in (,lueensland, and he went on to say some­
thing to this effect: " Look at the tremendous 
sums in addition that we are getting in the 
shape of loans to local authorities.'' Those 
moneys 1vere loaned out to local authorities 
before anything of this kind took place. H 
is a xnatter of business \vith the Common­
wealth Bank, just as they take a good 
<1ccon11t if they ure ofiered it. 

The TREA::5l-RER: It is a rnatter of arrange­
.mcnt. 

Box. \Y. H. BAR::\E8: I have read 
through the later agreonent a1H.l the original 
l,roposcd agree1nent. Clau~e 10 of the agTec­
])JCllt made in 1820 reads -

(,That the Governrncnt slHtll have the 
'tit;ht to dra1v fron1 tirne to tiuu~ fron1 
tiw CornnlOl1'.\·ealth Bank of .A.ustralia 
\.H turr:!Ilt, rate-. of intcre,.t seyenty (70) 
r,er centun1 of such stun or stuns as the 
Gon?rnor of the bank shall from time 
to tin1e notifv to be the in<.:reasc in 
the an;ount o( the Savings _JJa~lli deposi­
tors' balanc·~·s in Qucendand. Should the 
Governn1cnr upon receiving any such 
notif-ication not. require the 'Shale of 
such seYcnty ('iv) per ccutmn of increased 
depo:'-itoi'S' balance, the Con1n1onwealth 
Bank of Australia shall be entitled to 
retain and invest in the business of the 
bank or anv Commonwealth,. State, or 
municipal s"ccuritics such part of the 
scnnty (70) per ceptum as sh~ll not be 
availed of by the Government. 

\Yhen the hon. gentleman was speaking the 
other daY one of his Ministers interjected 
that all "the other States had tried to get 
this arrangement and could not get it. 

The TREAScRER: Which Minister? 

Hox. \V. H. BAR?\ES: The Secretary for 
Public \Vorks. 

The TRE.\SCRER: That is not correct. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: At page 743 of 
"Hansm'd ·· the Secretary for Public Works 
ir;tprjectetl when one hon. n1ember asked 
wlw the othei· States had not done likc­
ln,se-

·' 'Thoy cannot get the opportunity.'' 

knew that that was not correct, but. rn 

[Mt·, Moore. 

order to fortify myself, I took the oppor­
tunjty of writing to the Treasury Depart~ 
rnent of :'\cw South \Yalcs. I attended quite 
a ntunber of conferf'nces of Treasurers 'vhich 
dealt >Yith this matter. First of all, let me 
say that the action of the Queensland Govern­
na."nt in handing ovc·r the Savings Bank 
busi!H'~~ \Ya~ dctrin1ental to the intereqts of 
the State. 

The TREASCRER: In 0·mn· opin'oon. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\<ES: In the opinion of 
others also. Let me quote irom the report 
of the Auditor-General for 1923, page 107-

" For ronyenience it has bet:n arranged 
to treat the State's proportions-shown in 
the aboYe statement-to the nearest thou­
sand. 

"Under clause 12, schedule L the State 
has lost the use of the following amounts, 
representing 70 per c<mt. of the decn·ase 
in depositors and depositors' balances, 
which haYe been withdrawn from special 
deposit receipt, which carried interest at 
rate of 3~ per cent., together with an 
amount of £16,008, shown hereunder-

During 1922-23-
l'roportion of decrease, 

quarter ended 31st 
Mar<'h, 1923 ... . 138,000 0 0 

A1nount \Y:ithdrawn to 
30th ,June, 1922 ... 523.334 15 11 

Total 
from 
po'-it 

withdra>Yn 
'pecial de-

... 66L334 15 11 
Proportion of increase 

for quarter ended 
31't De ember. 1920. 
~r t off against de­
ere~~(\ quarter ended 
3bt ::\Iarch, 1921 16.008 0 0 

Total £667.342 15 11 ,. 

I am glad that the Secretarv fm· PubEc ~· 
\Yorks is h0r~ now. He said that the other 
States rnuld not get the opportunity of carry~ 
ing out i.he :"rtll1C' arrangements as "~ere car~ 
ried ont in Queensland in connection with 
the Sa,-ing·s Bank. I knew that I had 
<.cttcndcd ronfcre11ces in ·victDria, 'vhero we 
hnd donC' Our· YPrv utrnost to block the trans~ 
fer of the SaYinis Bank, and in order that 
it could not be said that I was making a 
statement that could not be borne oqt by 
fact. I wrote to the Treasury Depal"tment in 
:\ew South \Vales, and I received a reply­
which I am prepared to hand to the Treasurer 
-dated 24th ::\Tovember, 1927. I shall not 
read the whole of it, but merely this extract-

" \Yhen the Commonwealth Bank Bill 
>vas before the House of Hepresentatives 
on 29th November, 1911, a memorial 
signed by the Premiers of New South 
Wales and Victoria was forwarded to the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, in 
which it was stated that they viewed with 
the deepest anxiety the contemplated 
establishment of a Comm0nwealth Sav­
ing,, Bank. and. urg-ed that final action be 
postponed until the matter could be dis­
ctbsed bv the hea·ds of all the Govern­
rnents ro'ncerned and a course of action 
suitable to all determined upon." 

Th0 TREASFRER: Both Kew South \Yalc5 
ant! Y ictoria arc opposed to it. 
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Hox. \\'. H. JL\.R:-.JES: It i> rather odd 
'J1· t vou achnit that l~ow. lnn "\Yonld not do 
so bPforc. , 

The 1TREA~rRER: It \';Us ncYPr raised. 

Hox. W. Il. BARXES: If 1 he hon. gentle­
-lnan vri1l look at ,; l:Ia!lsard," he \Yill sec 
that it wa~ rai:-;ed. 

Tlw Tm:\SrRER: I am not rc,pon,;ible for 
Tf~uwrk:-, nL_·.d0 by n1y C'ollea~·ucs.. 

Ho"-:. W. li. BAR:KES: You ,;houlcl. krcp 
.tlwm in order. (Laughter.) 

The 'l'REAScRER: iX e have great dilliculty 
in keeping you in order. (Laughter.) 

.\t 4.22 p.ill., 

The SPf.IKER resumed the chair. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: \Ye must not get 
.hack to that, because it woulcl not be con­
genial to the Treasurer. The letter con­
tinu(·:o;-

" A proposal for the amalgamation of 
the Federal and State Government Sav­
ings Banks was laid before the Interstate 
C.\mfererwe of Treasurers held at Mel­
bom·nc in January, 1912, but such pro­
posal was not accc>ptable to the States' 
l·('pre.o;:eutati \"CS.·' 

I want the Secretary for Public \Yorks speci­
,rt!l_,- to listen to the concluding- paragraph-

., The bu~ine~s of the SaYings Bank of 
Quccr,cland was tran'Jerrcd to the Com­
lllolnvealth Bank in Decombcr. 1920, but. 
AO far a~ can be a~certainrcl. the Goycrn­
HlC':lt of :\cyr S~JlJth \Yales v;:as not 
apprcaehcd b--:~ 1 he L'mninmnvealth at or 
about this tlnvlC." 

f , <lllf thjs paragraph to b~: D<Ji<._•d Yery Cill'C­

futly-
" At the conference of Couuncnnn~aHh 

~1nt1 Stute ~'liili~trrs. 1H:lc1 in ::\[ay. 1923, 
reprc:.;;rnhdions \Vert' rnndc on behalf of 
rr.ri,ain, States (inr:ludiug New South 
\\ ates) 10r the ab.,orpnon bv those States 
of ihc SaYing~ Ba11k l l~illcc.", of th0 
Conu.non\Yealt-h Bank, but the Fcr-lcrat 
GoYerHn1c1lt decid" d to tr1kc no action in 
the direc6on dc:;;ircd.'' 

Tlrr I cl tc,r is signed b~' the Under Secretary 
to the TI-c·<Jbur:;,r Dcpartlncnt. 

The AEC'RET.,RY EOR PrBLic \YoRKS: That is 
[t matter of poli('y for the1n. 

Ho"-:. W. H. B.~R:'\ES: Tlw hon. g-en1le­
nlan ~it:'; on thf' front ben rh and sa vs, "Tbev 
< ;~nuoT- get iht? opportunity." :J.iay- I ClnphU­
,3isc that"-" They cannot g-et the oppor· 
tunity." The \Yho!e business to which I h'lvC 
nwdr~ reference has b~en dif!astrous to the best 
interests of Queensland. 

Bc·fore I sit down I want to draw attPnlivn 
io the cleYcnth annual report of thE> StatP 
GovPrnn1cnt. Inl'urancP Offif'C' and to point 
out ihat to-clay a deliberate attack is being 
made on one section of in~nrancc. which i~ 
·lwlping to aggravate th(' un0111ployn1r'nt 
po~ition, bccau~e this attac-k is bPing, madP 
npon n1en ·who arc engag0cl jn business and 
who haY<' to fi1•cl money for the payment of 
11H., "\':ap-Ps of their cmnlover'-. Thn.t tnoncv 
rannot be found if th~ Ste1t0 is lcYving o~ 
lh0n1 L r b0yond \Yhat i~ nr>cpssan:. -Thi;;: 
rPport ~how:-; that t:1is office ha.::; in\·Psted in 
·GoYNnment debenture-s £1.974,771 13,;. 6rl. 
In tlH'~t' days wl10n the Btn·~::: i~ so f;l'Cat that 

H one of thP ihings which should be lo,ckPd 
into. 

The THnsruER: Do \ ou 'av tlrui· all th'lt 
tnmwy wa,, obt·i.ined by Coull:-rt~tory n1ethod~? 

IIox. W. II. 11:\H:'\ES: Xo. 

The TRE.IS1'RER: \YhY don't vou state what 
you rnean. a1Hl not b~c rui:-:h:·ll.diHg in your 
~t:.ttewPn·~,,? 

Ho:;. \Y. II. BARXES: I am sorrv that 
tlw Trt'HSllrel' should Le ('1'0~3. so near tho 
c-ud of th0 session. }le '\Yas cro~s the othPr 
day. (Laug]Jter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

IIox. W. IL BAR:KES: The fact remains 
that the position of this State to-day requires 
the greatest care. The hon. gentlernan inter­
jPdl'cl about the iHdustries in this State and 
tlw haudicaps they were suffering undo!'. I 
ask hin1 to look up hjs own railway rates 
and fare' whi<-h apply to the people inside 
and outside in order to show the tremendous 
huukn that is imposed on those who are 
seeking to ca;rry out the industries of the 
<-ounhy. It s1mply means that the producer 
and 1nanufacturer arc shut out of some of 
the actiYitie; which wonld go a long- way 
in h0lping Qucpnsland at. the present 
juncture. 

l\lr. ELl:'HJKSTO)JE (Oo-.'r !t): I pwdict 
1h~tt bt>fot·c I)arlian1cnt 1cas5en1blcs next year 
thr' financial position will have bccon1e fitlrlv 
acnt0. Jf ihat :;ituatiol! is facC'd in t~1e r:igll~t 
spirit. th0n the C'XP{'r1c·nce.:\ \YC shall gain 
duri.:~· rhi perjod of sttC"s and tribuLttion 
·will l1P of bcuefl;, Dut 10 :::hut our eye·~ 
·1rii£nlly to tl1e f:itna.tion. a.s , omc l10IJ. 
Illf>nlbFr3 oppo31ie 2ppP1.r · be ·doing, if 
""' judgP fl'orn their only 11:al.;:c•-; 
the po3ition n1orc acute. be-cause those 'vhon1 
tlu'y le ,d un· iwi11g l(•d on the '\vl·ong track 
a11d rrrc not adYi_;ccl aF- to the cijrectiou in 

they should lotd.;: fnr rclif•f. That 
L~~'lllr:" that .. unlc~s w<.· change our 
\YC~ ::;ha 11 rush in n. diuax. 

Thc·rc i~:; o.:.·,~ pha-L: of tb~ fina!lcial sitna.~ 
t·~Jll \YlJ}-ch 5'2t_,!lS to C'nJl for gn:.'~Lt· COllCCJ'll. 

Pngt~ 29 of th0 financial table, of the Trea­
~ut·Pr ~tH)WS that dw actual charge·~ on 
~-c;·c'nlH' for the int~"l'C':-.t on public ·debt, year 
111 UlH1 ~car out s1ncc the year 1917 to the 
yotlr just c]o~r:d. has bc0n no h'ss a ~un1 than 
£21.000,0A·O. Tlut money has been taken 
out of dre public !•ur,e. In other \Yords. 
1noney ihnt ha" been inn~stod in cnb1ic 
ntiliti(·~ has fail0d by that su1n in ten' vu1,r~ 
to l'C'alis(' the intC'rest nect --wrv to be V paid 
on it. If an,\ ·per,,:on 1vants to~ look for thl~ 
rra 1

1 
l't?a:;;nn ~Ol' the stagu~,,tion iu industry, 

~Ul'L'tY thcr01n lit•s the real root of tlh" 
troubl0. In ten years industry in Quccns­
lnucl has been called upon to bear more 
than its &ctual sha.re for the upkeep of the 
State to the extent of £21..000,000. Year in 
and 0'eur ?ut that goes ·on, and it is a 
~r.:·nous dr? .. Hl on the reP.ources of Queensland. 
::\ow that 'hoop hayc failed us, we a1·e 
thro\Yn hack on our own resources, anU we 
suddcnl,r discoYer that V\'C hayc no rcsourc0.s 
to fall back on, and a number cf people 
arc 110\,- tr:VIng to find out the reason for 
::ill thi~. V\~Laf i~ tlw solution? One of the 
1no.-t plca-.ing signs of the tinH'~ is to 
find the Treasurer boldly and fca,rlnslv 
~acing tJ1c position. If o is really talking 
1n exactly tno sarne n1annPr a:" 1rc on th,~ 
Oppo.;;ition benches have spoken for sorn~ 

i111'. E'lphinstoue.j 
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years past in regard to the financial und 
economic position. It is amusing to listen 

to the hon. nwmbers behind the 
[4.30 p.m.] hon. ~o!ltleman still giving voice 

to opunons vvh1ch aro the a bso­
lute antithesis of those which the Treasurer 
has bPen voicing recently. Therein lies one 
of our greatest p~oblcms~that the party in 
charg? of the afiaus of the State, and which 
rhou!rt set ~he le 1d. are at sixes and sc>·ons 
thciT!.scl\'cs Jll regard to that matter. 

T'hc TREAST_7 HER : So are you. 

Mr. RLPHINSTO='JE: W o arc, undoubt­
e lly, but the reason I call attention to that 
is because the lead is expected from the 
Govcrnmc•nt rmd not from the Opposition. 
This is the first time that Queensland has 
had to face a sf't of rircun1stunccs like we 
hr~Yc to-chty. and it. ·does Rccm regrettable 
that those from whom we expect a lead 
sh?uld be a bsolutcly at sea in regard to a 
~c,uhon _of the problem. Tho Treasurer, by 
InterJection, asked for some of the reasorls 
that are causing people to look askance at 
Qneensl::tnd as a State where development 
might be engaged in. I will mention one. 
Take IYorkers' ron1pensation. \Vorkers' 
c'?n.Ipensation was instituted with a view to 
g;vmg !he worker who is injured in his 
ordmary vocatwn an _opportunity of getting 
r?asonablo cor_npensatwn wh:n deprived of 
h•s means nf hvehhood, and 1t was naturally 
cons1dered that the industry which employs 
that man should pro·cide the premium from 
whwh tho compensation should be secured 
Since the business has been made a Govern: 
mcnt monopoly and everyone has been com­
pelled to imure, the premiums that ha vo 
be~n pa1d amount to .£3,692,000. 'I'he actual 
cla1ms in that periud ha1·e amounted to 
£2,487,000. The expenses incurred in the 
departme!lt amount to £559,000. Those 
:xpPnseo . may or may not have been all 
Incurred m that particular department· how­
evE'r, they have been allocated to it. ' That 
shows ~ profit o_f £645,000 in that depart­
mc:>t smco ns mceptwn. That is mont>y 
wh1rh the employer has paid in excess of 
~hat has been required, so that in realitv 
md_ustry has been depr1vecl of that money, 
wh1rh makes the task of the man who is 
conducting businesc ,t!l the more difficuft. 

The TREASURER: \Vc must ha ye some 
reserYe. 

Mr. ELPHI='JSTOXE: I vYas expectino­
that reply. \Vherc :;·ou take the result ove~ 
a. porwd of ten or eleven years, the question 
of rcservo does not arif3e. 

The TR~ASURER: Sunposino- a big disaster 
occurred ? - o 

l\fr. ELPHI?\'STO="JE: A big disaster can 
hardly oc9ur here, becau'e where are your 
a:~um'-:labons of me;: who are likely to be 
bLed m .'"'Y large enterprise at any parti­
cular perwd ? 

_The TREASURER: Take the J\Iount :Mulligan 
disaster and the disa,tcr at the I'}swich 
coa1nunes. 

1 

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: You hav-e had both 
of those. 11nd still you have your large profit. 

c 'I'he TREASUBPR: Suppose there had been 
J00 men kllled there instead of fifty. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE: You do not a-et 
!hat acrumulation of men, and, if you did, 
It. w~mld he the duty d thn Insu,·anct> Com­
mJsswncr lo roinsurc the portion of his risk 

[Jfr. Elphiastone. 

that he is not ablC> to bear. Ho does it wit!: 
fire insu~·~nf'c, and it is the proper thing 
to do w1t11 \Vf;rker-:;' compensation \Yht'l'e a. 
ra1an1ity is likely to occur; and no doubt 
he \Yould if there YV('l'e risks surh as tho 
Treasurer n.'fers to. 

In ano·tl.1er direction, too the Treasurer 
i~ absorbing n1onevs that a~e taken out o!f 
indust;-y ~;lll clc•n•,lo,mwnt and out of the 
pocket,_, of the people. .A. quc~tion I asked 
in the flotlSP has an in1portant bcarincr on 
this snbjL'Ct. Take the in!'<nrauce on worker::;' 
chwllings. There arc 12,420 workers' dwell­
ings actually erected or in c ;ursc of erection. 
Th0 G:-oyernment, by reason of the fact that 
they ha Ye advan('ed n1oneys on the erection of 
thci'c dwclling·s. hav-e received £79,306 in fire 
pre1niun1s tl11·ough th·::ir Insurance Depart­
IGent. The actual los::;es that have occurred' 
over the whole of the period ~ince 1916 onlv 
amount (o £7,061. The loss ratio is undei· 
9 per cent. That money is coming out of 
the pockets of the owners of those dwellings, 
and, in 1ny opinion, that is an unfair draiu 
O'l their resources, which are slender enou(rh, 
in these daYs. The mere fact that theY a~·o 
workerfi' dv~.:r-lling·s indicates that it is a rl1eans 
of providing a man with a dwelling which­
h2 cannot S(·curo through ordinarily accept0(l 
channels. These are two directions in 
which there is a stcadv drain on the· 
resources of the people~a" drain which the 
people could afford to bear, probably, when 
there was something like £15,000,000 m· 
£16.000,000 per annum being circulated 
among 800,COO people as the result of the 
income receiv-ed from pastoral pursuits. But 
now that it is practically half what it used to· 
be, we are feeling the effect and natural!·,· 
must look round to sec where we can get 
some relief; and it is the duty of the Oppo­
sition in times like these to call attention 
to these matters. In days gone by hon. 
members opposite took little notice of what 
we said. To-dav, when trials and tribula­
tions hav-e to be faced, and v.-hen the man 
who is trying to keep his business and home 
going feels the pinch, they will listen. 
Therefore, I am of the opinion that we shaH 
emerge the better from the adversity through 
whrch 've are passrng; although, in my 
opinion, it is going to be more .accentuated 
nt>xt vear than this. \V c do not refer to 
these 'mFtttcrs for the purpose of finding 
fault, but to show where the weaknesses lie 
and to try to do something to retrieve the· 
situation. 

The TREASURER: (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cain1s): I would point out to hon. members 
that the Trust. Fund balance fluctuates a 
great deal. The purchase of sugar is the· 
ch1ef cause of that !1uctuation. At certain 
times of the year the funds are in credit 
and at other times in debit. Queensland" 
is passi~g t~rough a difficult period, but 
my ornmon 1s that, so long as we are not 
stam]Jeded, we shall be able to manage. 
1 t looks as tloough we arc going to get a 
good s0a:-on. The north-west monsoon seems 
to be coming over our drought-stricken areas, 
and, if we gt>t ffood s0aso~s. we should be 
"ble to get upon an even keel again in a 
few years. 

The Leader of the Opposition took some 
!'ams to show how lcgisletion 1vas prev-enting 
mdmtnes from being established in Queens­
land. Althou.,-h an effectiv-e higher rate of 
wa~e exists in Brisbane than~ in Svdnev 
ta kmg- the c0st of li.-ing into consideratio~ 
the actual money paid to the wage-earner 
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in Sydney is highc~ _than in_ Queensland. 
Taking the cost-of-hvmg basrs, the wage 
in both Melbourne and Sydney-which are 
the two biggest manufacturing cities in the 
Comrdonwealth-is less effective than in 
a nv other part of the Commonwealth. Why 
do. industries gravitate to those centres in 
spite of that? No one knows better than 
the hon. member for Oxley that, if he was 
starting an industry for the manufacture 
of any particular article, he woul~ go to 
the spot where the bulk of that artrcle was 
used. taking advantage of the bigger demand 
there, and then selling the surplus to distant 
parts. If he made the articles in Melbourne, 
he would sell them in Brisbane at a price 
which would prevent anyone from manufac­
turing those articles here with the small 
market available in this State. No one 
knows better than the hon. member that 
that is one of the ecsential factors in the 
c s ·. The sam<" thing applie·s to industry 
even in our own State. "Why do people 
taka bullocks hundreds of miles by railway 
past me ;Jworks to the large centres of popu­
lation? Tnere is a tendency for industry 
to gravitate to big centres of population 
for these reasons. 

This is what actually happens with the 
imported article: A big importer in New 
South \Vales is able, by reason of his bigger 
market, to import in large quantities, and 
lw pays a lower price than what the Brisbane 
importer can buy at. Ho gets not only the 
benefit of buying a larger quantity from 
the manufacturers. but he pa~·s a lower 
ad valorem duty upon the goods. 

C\1r. ELPHTKSTOKE: No; he pays duty on 
the domestic value. · 

The TREASURER: He pays duty on the 
price he pays for them. 

l\Ir. ELPHIKSTONE: No-on the domestic 
value. 

The TREASURER: I am giving the hon. 
member the statement of one of the leading 
importers in Brisbane. He says that on 
account of those factors operating, the New 
South \Vales importer is able to import a 
huge quantity of stuff and sell it in Brisbane 
at a lower price than it would cost the 
merchant in Brisbane to import it. The 
Kew South Wales merchant gets an advan­
tage by buying in larger quantities. It 
actually happens that stuff sent from New 
South Wales can be sold in Brisbane at a 
less cost than the Brisbane importer can sell 
at. That stuff comes to Brisbane and injures 
our business firms. That illustration can 
be applied in regard to the manufacture of 
many articles. 

I do not want to go into all the matters 
dealt with bv various speakers I sincerely 
trust that our seasons may improve and 
that things will recti£.~: themselves, and that 
W<' shall be able to carry on without too much 
hardship. It is very eo,sy for anybody with­
out responsibility to say that we ought not 
to do this, that,, or the other thing. 

I find great difficulty in persisting in the 
attitude I have taken up since I have been 
Treasurer of reducing loan expenditure. 
Queensland is the only State which has made 
a real effort to carry out the deoision.s of the 
Loan Council. Last year we spent nearly 
£1,000,000 less from loan funds than during 
the previous year. The benefit is that we 
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have not got to find the interest, and if 
this year we can go along spending the 
bulk of our money on wages and not on 
materials, we .,hall at least be able to pre­
Yont any further unemployment; but at the 
f,tmo time we must endeavour to reduce 
om· loan expenditure except on things which 
ara entirely reproductiYe. I am firmly con· 
vinced, although it is not popular politics, 
that this is one of the things which must 
be faced in Australia, and the saving of 
a little bit of workers' compensation 
premiums will not get us very far. A little 
more attention to business by both employer 
and employee may help to solve the proolem, 
but it will not stop the enormous drain that 
is taking place in _\ustralia in the direction 
of loan expenditure. The danger is that, if 
this expenditure of loan money is cut off 
forthwith, the large nun1bers of ffiPn and 
"\voinen who aro dependent upon it for a 
livelihood-not onlv th0se who are working 
on the job but those also who are supplying 
them with goods and the business peopla 
who live on the spending of their money­
" ill be i hrown idle, and we shall find our­
sclYcs facing a very serious crisis indeed. 
I do not want to face o, crisis in that way. 
I would rather do what has to be done 
gradually, and get people so used to living 
within their means that the position will 
graduall:: right itself. 

The Government intend to follow that 
course. Queensland is not bankrupt. So 
far as loan money is concerned, we are not 
in any immediate difficulty. \Vo ought to 
be able to carry on our business for the 
whole year, or till very late in the year, 
without borrowing any more. Other States 
arc not so fortunate, and the real reason is 
that they have not faced the situation as we 
have done. They are having to knock off 
n1cn, and are endeavouring to save money 
here, there, and everywhere. It is useless 
for us to believe, or for the people of 
Quconoland to say, that we are in any differ­
ent position from those in other States of 
Australia. T!he whole of Au~tralia has to face 
this problem. :\" o individnal State can face 
it. All the people have to learn to live 
Oil what they earn, and not on money 
borrowed from somebody else. 

Question--That the Bill be now read a 
second time -put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Jfr. F. rL Cooper, Bremer, one of the panel 
of Te11cporary Chairmen, in the Chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 8, both inclusive, schedule, 
and preamble, agreed to. 

The House resumed. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN reported the 
Bill without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 

The TREASUHER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 4.52 p.m. 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 




