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[ASSEMBLY.] . Questions,

THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER, 1927

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, 3lwereey
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Cost or ADDITION To TREASURY BUILDING.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong} asked the
Secretary for Public Works—
““1. What was the estimated cost of
the addition to the Treasury block?
2. What was the actual cost?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—
1. £230,000.

“2. The work is nearly completed;
on complction the cost will be made
available if desired.”

Prorosen INQUIRY INTO CATTLL-GRAZING
INDUSTRY.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Chief
Sceretary—

‘1. Have inquiries yet commenced
into the position of the cattle industry
similar to those recently made into the
state of the sheep industry ?

2. If so, will he inform the House as
to when the report will be completed?
Tf not, when will these inquirics be com-
menced 77’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cuirns) replied—

“1 and 2. Difficulty is being encoun-
tered in  sccuring reple\entatne and
competent men to conduct the inqguiry.
As soon as the personnel has been
sccured action will be taken to proceed
immediately with the inquiry.

SCcHOOL INSPECTORS AND AGE OF RETIREMENT.
Mr. FARRELL (Rockhampion) asked the
Seccretary for Public Instruction—

“1. How many inspectors of schools
are there in his department who have
reached the retiring age of sixty-five
vears?

*2. What are their names?

‘3. When is it proposed to retire these
officers ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
Valley) replied—

“1. Four.
‘2. Mutch, Alexander: Taylor,
William; Xemp, Charles; Fowler,

Joseph Longton (B.A.).

3. Mr. A. Mutch is retiring as from
3lst January, 1928, The date of vetire-
ment of Memleula Taylor, Kemp, and
Fowler hag not yet been dacided."

BaNANAS RAILED FROM GYMPIE-NAMBOUR AND

MaRY VALLEY RATLWavs.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“1. How many cases of bananas were

railed during the past twelve months

from stations on the section Gympie to
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Nambour (both inclusive); also from
stations on the Mary Valley line?

© 2, What was the total freight on such
consighments ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) replicd—
*The information 1is in course of
preparation.”

RrerorT oF RumsL FIrks PreveNTION BOARD,

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham), for Mr.
COSTELLO (Carnarvon), asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

1. Did the board which reported upon
the matter of rural fire prevention make
a unanimous report and recommendation,
and if not, who were the dissentients?

“2. What was the total cost of the
board ?

“3. In what districts during the last
ten years has the Carcless Use of Fire
Prevention Act been in force?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) replied—

1. The report of the advisory com-
mittee on bush fires was unanimous
except for several reservations expressed
by Messrs, J. F. Brett and A. E. Cold-
ham. These reservations expressed pre-
ference for—(1) Administration by local
authorities; (2) continuance of the com-
mittee in office for threc years; and made
objections to (3) compulsory firebreaks
and close seasons. (The minority reserva-
tions were given due weight in drafting
the Bill)”

“ 2. The members of the board gave
their services without cost to the State.
The total expenses for the three months’
investigation and report were £23 5s. 5d.

3. Districts—

Arrilalab—Petty Sessions District of.

Bauhinia—Division of.

Blackall—Police District of.

Bowen—Land Agent’s Distriet.

Burke—Police District of.

Burnett—District of.

Cairns—DPetty Sessions District of.

Cairns—(See Shire of Johnstone).

Carfnooweal—l’etty Sessions  District
of,

Cardwell—Police District of.

Charleville—Town of.

Charters Towers Gold Field.

Clermont—Pastoral District of Leich-
hardt and Police District of.

Cloncurry—District of.

Cook—District of.

Croydon—Petty Sessions District of.

Darling Downs—District of.

Etheridge—Police District of.

Goondiwindi—District of.

Gregory North—Pastoral District of.

Hughenden—Police District of.

Ingham—DPetty Sessions District of.

Inglewood—DPolice District of.

Ipswich—Land Agent’s District.

Isisford—Petty Sessions District of.

Johnstone—S8hire of, and so much
of the Shire of Cairns as is con-
tained in the Petty Sesslons District
of Herberton.

Kennedy—North and South Pastoral
District of.

TLeichhardt—District of.

. Mackay—Police District.

Maranoca—District of.
Marathon—Police District of.
Mitchell—District of.
Moreton Tast—District of.
Murweh—Shire of.
Normanton—Municipality and Car-
pentaria Division of District com-
prised within,
Northern Downs—District of.
Port Curtis—District of.
Rockhampton—District of.
Rogkhampton—Police District of.
St. George—District of.
Stanley—Electoral District of.
Townsville—District of.
Townsville—Municipality of.
Thursday and Hammond Islands.
Tinaroo—Division of,
Warrego—District of.
Wide Bay~—District of.
Woothakata—Division.
Note.—Words ° District of mean
¢ The Pastoral District of.””

ALLEVIATION OF DISTRESS AMONGST
UNEMPLOYED.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), without notice,

asked the Premier—

“1. Will he take the House into his
confidence as to what action he is taking
or proposes to take towards alleviating
the evident distress amongst the present
enormous number of unemployed people
in this State?

2. Would he favour an immediate con-
ference of representatives of both sides
of the House with the object of exploring
every possible avenue which might lead
to some help being afforded to these
unfortunate people?”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,

C'airns) replied—

“The Opposition cannot offer anx
financial help towards alleviating unem-
ployment, and the Government are experi-
encing difficulty, even though quite pre-
pared to spend a sum of money to
alleviate unemployment, in finding useful
work on which to spend the money to give
relief in the metropolitan area. Some-
thing is being done already. I have a
conference this morning with his worship
the mayor of Brisbane, Mr. Jolly, to dis-
cuss the matter of where we might do
something conjointly; but there is the
great difficulty that the Government have
more men employed in the metropolitan
area to-day than ever have been emploved
before. The unemployment is not due to
slackness in Government employment,
because we have considerably over 2,000
men employed within a short radius of
Brisbane, and even if the Government
did spend a sum of money—prematurely,
I might say—to relieve unemployment the
difficulty is to find work where the money
can be legitimately and profitably spent.”

Mr. Crayron: Mr. Bavin is doing it.
The PREMIER:

“Nr. Bavin is not doing anything.
The New South Wales Government dis-
missed 250 men from the tramwars some
time ago. I do not wish to get beyond
the bounds of this question, because
it is a very important matter. I am
prepared to find money to relieve unem-
ployment so soon as I can, acting in
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conjunction with the local authorjties,
secure useful work, designed and ready,
where we can spend that money.”

Mr. BranD: Why not approach the Main
Roads Commission?

The PREMIER :

* That is not so easy. I have been in
touch with the Main Roads Commission
during the past fortnight hurrying up
designs and plans; but hon. members
will readily understand that in connec-
tion with organised work outside of the
city, where the men have to go away
from their homes, it means securing tents,
kits, beds, machinery; and several
thousands of pounds might be spent on
material before any actual relief could be
given to the men who have to do the
work. It is not so easy as it looks.
During the past week I have given the
whole of my personal attention to the
matter. I have asked the Railway
Department and various other Govern-
ment activities to spead up their designs,
and to give me an idea where, in any
portion of the State, a limited amount of
money can be spent on actual wages
work that will give relief to the unem-
ployed, and that will be done az soon a3
we are ready.”’

Mr, Corsgr: Do you not think that a dis-
cussion on the whole economic position of
industry might be valuable?

The PREMIER: If anything could be
gained from the hon. member’s speaking, the
problem would have been solved long ago.

Mr. Corsen: You are quite right. I wish
you would listen to me.

SOUTH JOHNSTONE, GIN GIN, NORTH

ETON, AND MOUNT BAUPLE
SUGAR WORKS BILL.
INITIATION.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack,
C'airns): 1 beg to move—

' That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to authorise
the transfer of the management and
control of the South Johnstone sugar-
works, the Gin Gin sugar-works, the
North Eton sugar-works, and the Mount
Bauple sugar-works, from the Corpora-
tion of the Treasurer to an association
in respect of the sugar-works concerned :
to extend such authority in respect of
other sugar-works; and for other conse-
quential purposes.”

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
RestpTIoN OF COMMITTEE—NINTH AND TENTH
ArcoTrrED Davs.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair)
HOME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Question stated—‘ That £7,852 be granted
for ¢ Chief Office.””

Mr. KING (Logan): When the House
adjourned last night I was giving some facts
to show that the Minister had given an_absc-
lutely incorrect reply to a question I had
asked regarding an application for a postal

[Mr. King. ; L
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ballot by the Wyangarie Shire Council and
the subsequent cancellation of the ““ Gazette”
notice authorising the ballot. I would just
like briefly to recapitulate the facts. The
shire clerk wrote the Home Department on
the 2ud September, 1926, asking for permis-
sion to conduct the annual elections by postal
ballot. That request was granted on the
16th  September. The permission was
gazetted, and a copy of the * Gazette”
notice was forwarded by the Home Depart-
ment 1o the council. In October the ordmary
monthly mceting of the council was held.
The letter from the Home Department was
discussed and agreed to. There was not the
slightest objection offered to it by a single
member of the council. At the following
meeting in November the minutes—a copy of
which had been previously sent out to cach
member and published—were adopted. It
is utterly absurd to say that the shire clerk
in asking for the postal ballot acted on his
own initiative and without the authority
of the council. Fe did so in the first
instance, but his action was confirmed all
through. No notice whatever was taken hv
the department of the granting of the postal
baliot until some members of the Australian
1w Union at Richmond goi busy and
protested against it. They got the member
for the district, the hon. member for Burke,
1o move in the matter. I have D):Oug‘:’}}{ th
matter forward for two 1‘easons—ﬁrfﬂy,
becanse there was an incorrect answer givei
in this Chamber, and secondly, because I
strongly object as a member of this House
to the Australian Workers’ Union atiempting
to control the IHome Secretary’s Department
or any other Government department.

My, Dasz: They did not.

Mr. KING: They did in this particalar
instance, for, as a result of reprisentations
made by the Australian Workers’ Union
and an hon. member orposite to the Home
Seepetary, the permission to held a ppstal
ballot which had been previously granted was
cancelled. No notice was taken from Novem-
ber until the following Mar when the
elections wern about to be held.

Mr. Hyses: Are you sure of your facts?

Mr., KING: They are to be found in the
file of the Home Secretary’s Department. 1
asked that that file should be laid upon the
tuble of the House, and in that way I got
my information. I also communicated with
the Wryangarie Shire Council, who had
brought. the matter before my notice in my
capadity as sccretary of the Local Authorities
Association. Realising that it was a most
serious thing, I asked the council for per-
Inission to bring the matter before Parlia-
ment. The council held a mecting to con-
sider that matter, and a motion that per-
mission be granted to me to ventilate the
matter was carried by four votes to three,
{he minority being the Labour members of
the council. I strongly object to the pro-
codure which was adopted. When a Minister
approves of a cortain course being followed
and sanctions the creation of the necessary
mechinery to allow that course to be taken,
then no body—be it a body of employces or
employers—should use its influence with the
department to alter the decision arrived at.

(The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.)

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): The statement
of the case by the hon. gentleman is wrong.
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So far as I am aware, the Australian
Workers’ Union never came into this matter
at all,

Mr. Xixe: I beg your parden—it was the
Australian Labour Party.

The HOME SECRETARY: The Aus-
tralian Labour P’arty may have come into
the matter, but I only recognise the member
for the district. This party piloted through
an amendment of the Local Authorities Act
to provide for a postal ballot in local
authority elections, where nccessary. It was
considered that we might depart from the
ordinary principle by allowing a postal
ballot in cases where the scattered nature of
the district would mean cousiderable expense
being incurred in conducting the elections in
the ordinary way, so leng as the value of
the election was not depreciated and the true
opinion of the people was obtained. A
request was made by the shire clerk and
returning officer of the Wyangaric Shire
Council. ~ His letter stated that he was acting
for the council, which is the authority recog-
nited by the department; and, believing that
the request did emanate from the counctl, a
* Gazotte ”’ notice was issued. Then a pro-
test came from the district.

Mr. Krie: Months afterwards.

The HOME SECRETARY: It does not
matter how long afterwards; I can only
deal with facts as they come before the
department. A protest came through the
proper authority—the member for the dis-
trict—pointing out that the shire clerk had
no autherity to make the request. That is a
serious accusation, and, had I been aware of
it at the time, the ‘° Gazette ”” notice would
not have appeared, pending the receipt of
further information from the council. The
department wired to the clerk, because it
recognised that the request received from
the momber of the district that the postal
ballot should be cancelled might entail con-
siderable expense. The clerk was asked for
information ss to how far the ballot had
preceeded.  The reply was that certain
stationery had been purchased and the
ballot-papers were being prinied. On investi-
gation it was found that nominations had not
been called, so that the ballot-papers could
not have been printed. Seeing that the mem-
ber for the district—the true representative
of the people—had made certain representa-
tions, 1, as Home Secretary, cancelled what
was really an action based on false informa-
tion conveyed to me. I have no particular
fecling in the matter at all. Personally, I
belicve in the postal ballet provisions, and
the reason why they were approved on this
cecaslon was that a Royal Commission had
heen appointed to rearrange local authority
houndaries, and, as Home Secretary, I recog-
nised that, had it been possible for the com-
mission to submit its report in time for
legislative action to be taken this sessiqn,
we would have altered the boundaries, which
would have mcant fresh elections in the
various new authorities created, and it would
have mecant double expenditure. I extended
the privilege on _that occasion, believing
that by dojug so I was saving many shires
what would really amount to unnecessary
expenditure,

Provious speakers—particularly the hon.
member for Toowong and the hon. member
for Bundaberg—have referred to the question
of the pollution of the Brisbane River by the
sewage that is emptied into it at Luggage
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Point. Five years ago the Health Depart-
ment, in conjuncticn with the Federal Health
Engineer, made exhaustive inquiries and at
the point then reached in connection with the
work of the sewering the Brisbane area,
there was no immediate danger to the health
of the Brishane people; but it was recog-
nised, even at that stage, that it would
become necessary either to erect purification
works or adopt the chlorination process of
purifying the sewage that was emptied into
the river, which, as the scheme advanced,
might become & menace to the health of the
community.

Hon. W, H. Barxres: Did not the Metro-
politan Water Supply and Sewerage Act
originally provide for that to be done?

The HOME SECRETARY: I have not
much knowledge of that Act, as I do not con-
trol it. The Commissioner of Public Health
has carefully watched the progre:s of events,
and he recently drew the attention of his
officers to the increasing number of scrvices
that were being connectad with the sewersge

system. A child 1n one of the schools con-
tracted typhoid fever; samples of oysters
were taken; typhoid baeillli were not

found, and the investigation disclosed that
there was no special danger. The full facts
werce placed at the disposal of the Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and Sewerage Board, and
the statement made to-day by certain authori-
ties that there is no danger is based on the
report of five years ago. The hon. member
for Toowong is anxious to know the present
position, The Commissioner of Public
Health hes had officers at work taking
samples of the ovsters, water, sludge, and
everything else, but finality has not been
reached from the analytical point of view.
So socu 8s the Commissioner has full data in
his possession, he will take whatever action
is necessary to see that whichever authority is
responsible does its duty.

The hon. member for Toowong also referred
to the licensing of fruit barrows and desired
some information as to the procedure followed
in regard to the issue of these licenses. At
onc period the Flome Department controlled
the issuc of these licenses, and it is just as
well to understand why barrow licenses were
issued in the ecity of Brisbane, Fruitgrowers
who were sending their fruit to the market
found that only the prime fruit roceived a
ready sale, while sound fruit, which was quite
fit for consumption and quite within reach
of the pockets of a vast number of people who
ceuld not pay for the prime article, was not
placed on the market at all except by means
of the fruit carters who hawked it round the
various suburbs. The large population,
however, which daily entered the city and
left by train for the distant suburbs had no
opportunity of getting what was a very neces-
sary arficle of diet because the price was
beyond them. The late Home Secretary—the
present Premier—f{ollowing the example of
other cities, decided to give the majority of
the people an opportunity of purchasing
cheap fruit, and a certain number of licenses
were issued—thirty-seven, I believe. These
licenses were issued without any regard to
location. It was not very long before it was
recognised that the fruit barrows were becom-
ing a menace to the traffic, which was an
cver-growing problem in our midst, and a
conference was held. While the Home Secre-
tary had no desire to deprive any man of the
oppottunity of continuing to earn a living, a
certain number of barrows was agreed upon

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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as the result of the conference. To absorb
the men then in the business it was decided
that, instead of one man only being on the
barrow, {wo men should share in it, and cer-
tain spots were allocated to these men. Natur-
ally the men who were in the business recog-
nised which were the most profitable spots
and those spots were given a preference.
Many barrow licenses have been issued since,
but their location has prevented them being
a success, and such licenses have been held for
a short time only and then the occupant hss
disappeared.

Hon. W. H. Barnes : Much depends on the
individual.

The HOME SECRETARY : Much depend:
on the appearance of the individual, on the
appearance of his barrow, and on his honesty
in business. As the scheme progressed power
was taken wunder the Fruit Marketing
Organisation Act to remove from the Home
Secretary’s Department the responsibility of
issuing barrow permits in Brisbane and vest
the power in the Committee of Direction of
Fruit Marketing. Thercfore, the applicant
for a license does not now approach the Home
Secretary at all. Acting through the police.
who are the custodians of the traffic of the
metropolitan area, the Home Secretary has to
sce that barrow sites are not ecstablished at
points that would make the congestion of
traffic worse than it is to-day; and that is the
reason why barrows have been shifted from
the corners of George street between Quesn
strect and Ann street. It is the same in
Edward street and in the Valley, a certain
limited space being allowed where the
barrows may operate, and a limited number
of barrow licenses only being issued.

The City Council rightly asked for some
consideration in the matter of barrow licenses
within its area, and I immediately instructed
the Commissioner of Police to seek the advice
of the City Council on the question of the
new concessions in regard to barrow licenses,
preserving to those who held existing licenses
the rights which possibly belonged to them
under their original permits. Before new
licenses were issued the Commissioner would
at least obtain some expression of opinion
from the local authorities.

The hon. member for Normanby mentioned
the Rockhampton maternity ward. I might
.say that, if the secretary of the board, Mr.
Thomson, who wrote the hon. member the
letter he quoted, had displayed anything like
the enthusiasm shown by the Central members
on this important guestion, no doubt Rock-
hampton would be in a better position than
it is to-day in this regard. When the mater-
nity scheme of this Government came into
existence a building programme was drawn
up, care being taken to place in the first
schedule all the outlying portions of the State
where the need was greater than in more
closely settled districts.

In many instances places to which mater-
nity wards were allocated resolutely declined
the assistance, either because of the prejudice
of their local people or simply because 1t was
something emanating from a Labeur Govern-
ment, hence places which accepted early were

in the happy position of having

[11 a.m.] the work completed soon. The

larger centres of population were
placed in a later schedule; but, when the
announcement went out that it was proposed
to carry out the work in the different
schedules, nearly every town of any magni-

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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tude in Queensland immediately started to
make representations to the department for
the early consideration of its claims. What-
ever representations have been made on hehalf
of Reckkampton have only been made by tho
Rockhampton members. The old hospital
committee evidently thought that beeause
they had a women’s hospital their purpose
was served. It was only when their finances
became so serious that they had to be pro-
claimed as a district under the Hospitals Act
that they took any notice of the propesal ax
all; and then it was only after I had gone
to Rockhampton and addressed the hospital
board on the necessity of co-ordinating its
different services and obtaining its own funds
for that purpose that its apathy was over-
come, although even then it did not make
application for a loan till later. T pointed
out that I was prepared to give consideration
to any request the board might make to
bring Rockhampton into line with other large
towns which already had made direct appli-
cation for inclusion in the scheme. Lly
experience in the building of maternity wards
teaches me that it is a mistake to construct
them to a standard plan like a Ford car. I
find that, whilst somebody in the head office
of the Department of Public Works may be
able to draw a very excellent pian of a
building, nevertheless, unless he has local
knowledge of the conditions of the site—the
prevailing winds, the shady side, and so on
—it sometimes happens that buildings have
to be altered and the whole lay-out charged
to meet the local conditions, which, of cour
would be known to the residents. In the case
of Rockhampton, I personally asked the
board to give full consideration to whatever
plan was presented, pointing out that it had
as chairman a man who was recognised as
an. able builder in the person of Mr. Renshaw,
and that it also had the benefit of the advice
of medical men who should be able to guide
it as to the location of the building and its
design to meet the requirements of the dis-
trict, and that, whilst I was willing to expe-
dite the matter as much as possible, I would
like it to apply that local knowledge to the
plans. Of course, the Department of Public
Works cannot complete a plan in a week,
and sometimes there is considerable delay
before I get the plans back. When I got
the plans back I sent them to the Rockhamp-
ton board for consideration. They were then
returned by me to the Works Department.
They have not again reached me. The posi-
tion is that I have this year embarked on
the finalisation of the complete scheme of
maternity ward work in this State, and nutur-
ally the funds I have at my disposal are
being taxed. I can assure the hon. members
from the Central district who have constantly
Ikent this matter beforc my notice that as
soon as possible a start will be made to give
Rockhampton the beneflt of this institution.

Several hon. members have referred to
the traffic problems, the hon. member for
Normanby in particular referring to a luca-
tion in South Brisbane leading towards the
Melbourne Street railway E

station. He
complained that there was no policeman on
point duty in Stanley street just over
Victoria bridge.

Mr. Prrersox: There is a policeman on
dutv in the busy hours.

The HOME SECRETARY: Hon. mem-
hers in their desire to solve traffic problems
must realise that motorists have certain
responsibilities, and pedestrians also have
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responsibilities. The particular point to
which the hon. gentleman called my atten-
tion has been under my observation fre-
quently. Tt is a place where one-way traffic
is in existence. The idea of one-way traffic
i3 to expedite the traffic in congested arcas.
The worst pedestrian offenders are women
with young children, Standing at any tram-
stop, can anyonc say that they obey the
regulations and wait until a tram is past
or that they walk to the end of the footpath
before crossing?

Mr. PrrerSon: There is no other way to
cross over there, You must go across the
road.

The HOME SECRETARY : In a street in
which one-way traffic is in operation and
where there is motor traffic, the passenger
in a tram has the rcsponsibility of waiting
until the tram has moved off, then crossing
the street in safety instead of running round
one #nd or the other of the tramecar.

Mr. Pererson: The motor
behind the tram on the other
is the danger,

The HOME SECRETARY : The danger 13
that people will not wait until the tram has
moved off, giving them an uninterrupted view
of the street. If we were to compel all
tramears or all traffic to be held up bsbind
a stationary tramcar in an important section
like that, we would create congestion on tho
bridge or at some other point. In studying
the traffic problem in the metropolitan area
we must get down to the basis of the defect,
and that is that we have only onc bridge.
When tho second bridge has been erected,
much of our traflic problem will disappear.
If we had a population properly educated in
regard to the traffic regulations, ‘silent
cops 7’ would perform the duty just as well
as members of the police force. When I
lcok at our ‘“silent cops,” I am glad that
our live ““cops” are not knocked about in
the same way, otherwise my pension bill
would bankrupt the Government.

cars
side.

come
That

Some hon. members have referred to the
question of a tail light. Kven amongst the
small number who are assembled in this
Chamber a diversity of opinion exists in
recard to the tail light. Some hon. members
object to having to switch on their tail lights
at the back of their cars, whilst others pro-
test that the tail lights cannot be observed
at any distance. One of the dangers of
having the tail light switched on from the
driver’s seat is that immediately a motorist
infringes the law or knocks a person down,
he switches off the tail light, accelerates his
speed, and then the number of his car
cannot he taken. I can point to the case
of Constable Quinn, who, whilst on point
duty, was knocked down by a passing
motorist when there were hundreds of people
about. ‘The motorist switched off his tail
light, accelerated his speed, and his number
could not be taken. It has been found
necessary to retire Constable Quinn on a
pension as & result of the injuries that he
received.

In company with traffic police the Under
Secretary of the Department spent some
nights at different points in the metropolitan
traffic area observing motor cars as they
passed by. Hon. members would be sur-
prised at the large percentage of cars on
which the number cculd not be distinguished
10 feet or 15 feet away. Some motorists had
no tail lights; some had dim lights for tail
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lights, while some tail lights were smeared
by mud. A conglomeration of different
methods was discovered. We have now
passed a regulation under which tail lights
will not be passed unless they are visible
at @ distance of 100 feet, and the
switeh attached to the tail light cannot be
operated from the driver’s secat. In other
words, under this regulation the switch can-
not be controlled by the driver; and, if
he knecks a person down, he will have to
stop the car and get out before he is able
to switch the tail light off. That regulation
has been passed, but there has been some
delay in bringing it into force for this
reas Wrapped up with the question of
the tail light is the question of the licensing
of cars, which is controlled by another
department. The number plate is issued by
the Blain Roads Commission. I couid enforce
the new provisions regarding the tail light,
because it will only be necessary to give due
warning to motorists to sce that their tail
lights are adjusted in accordance with regula-
tions, and then those found infringing the
regulation can be dealt with by the police.
1 do not want to inilict on the public the
expense of procuring some light cr some
plate, and then find that another department
has prescribed a plate of a dilferent
character. That would mean double expense
to the motorist. The Main Roads Commis-
sion is to-day endeavouring to evolve a plate
that will meet the requirements of my
regulation and fit in with the ideas it holds,
and that will help it in the collection of

revenue. DPersonally, I believe there are
many people in this city dodging motor
lieenses, and they will continue to do so

while the present slipshod methods go on.
You cannot expect anything else. Person-
ally, I believe, and I am supported by many
of my officers, that a double number plate
should be issued by the Main Roads Comunis-
sion, That is to say, a white and black
number plate onz year and a black and
white one the next year. I have had a
demonstration of such plates.

Hon. W. H. Bapxes: What about a red
plate?

The FIOME SECRETARY : Red would be

an excellent colour. (Laughter.)

Mr. Havrow: It is certainly a conspicuous
colour.

The FIOME SECRETARY : 1 hope that a
bluc plate will never be adopted, because
that colour will make everyonc feel despon-
dent. (Laughter.)

Mr. Tavior: IHave you considered a scheme
under which all Jicensex will expire on the
3ist December?

The HOME SECRETARY: That would
facilitate matters for the police, but the
Main Roads Commission states that it would
not be possible with the facilities at its dis-
posal to give effect to the suggestion. Speak-
ing from the point of view of the traffic
police—I do mot know anything of the pro-
blems of the Main Roads Commission—I
belicve that, if the scheme were adopted
whereby a black and white number plate
was used one vear, and a white and black
the following year—these are the most visible
coleurs at a distance—it would be an easy
matter at the beginning of each year to
discover whether a motorist had been to the
office of the Main Roads Commission at the
beginning of the year and renewed his

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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license. The traffic police would thuz be
hetter able to control motor traffic,

Mention has been made of the report of
the Commissioner of Public Health, and of
1he birth and death rates mentions d therein.

Iion. members must recognise that the low
birth rate is a natural corollary of the
Ligher death rate. 'The report of Dr. A.

Jefferis Turner, the director of infant wel-
fare for Qur‘er\sldnd shows that Queensland
is registering good progress in relation to its
child welfare work. In New Zealand most
of the deaths of infants occur in the wintexr
months, and are due to bronchial and pul-
nonary infections. On the other hand, in
eensland the mortality is grwtﬁr in sum-
sier duc to diarrheeal infections. The work
of the baby clinic: has been very successful.
In connection with the 20,000 births which
took place last year, the clinics were visited
by 6,000 mothers. Considering the short time
the work has been in progress, thst is an
cxcellent vecord. The eystem is being insti-
tuted in Rockhampton and Townsville, and
it is hoped to provide clinic nurses with
small motor cars to facilitate their visiting
a greater number of cases. The figures for

T

bane show that direct results are being
obtained. Take summer disrrheea, from
which unfertunately thirty infants died in

11iﬁcani feature
'tained in
. who
1*y denths

Rockha Alp‘m 1 last year. A si
of the work pf the buby clini
the report of the local medicul
states that not one of ihe
registered was in respect of a case which had
been brought to the clinic for advic Q
every ocecasion on which a baby was brought
to the clinic unc. the mother was advised to

ecek medical advice immediately, no death
vesulted.

The hon. member for Queenton read into
the report of the Commissioner of Public
Health the failure of the health department
of the Brisbane City Council. 1 do net want
that to go unchallenged, because I believe
ﬂmt the council is emba arking upon a

scheme
of health work that will have good results.

OprostrioN MemBers: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: I belicve the
council 1s tackling the true functions of local
authority health work in a manner that must
reflect itself in henefit to the whole com-
munity. Prior to the advent ¢f the Greater
Brisbane Council, many of the local authori-
tics had no 1r)spgctor1u1 WOtL except that
which was done spasmodically by the Govern-
ment Heslth Department. The council's
scheme is a comprohensive one, which will
take some time to finalise; but I believe
that once that stage is veached it will be a
mast profitable work from the point of view
of the ratepayers.

The CHAIRMAN: It appears to me to
be almnost impessibie to allow each of these
votes to be dizcussed on its merits. Conse-
quently I intend on the vote for ‘ Chief
Office 7 to allow the widest possible discus-
sion without prejudice to any other vote
appearing in the KEstimates of the Home
Departmuent; and then hon. members will
be confined to the strictest relev ancy of all
votes fellowing that for the Chief Office.
This is simply a trial, and it depends on the
amount of latitude taken by hon. >mbers
a: 1o whether the experiment is coutinued
with respect to other departments.

Mr. MAXWEL (Tooworg): I listened
with interest to thL reply of the Home Secre-
tary to the stateroent I made last night in

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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reference to the pollution of the B
River, It is of such great importance that 1
certainly make no apology for bringing it
under the Potme of the hon. gentleman. The
hon, gentleman says that the Me trv‘aolitan
V\'"ttr Supply and” Sewerage Board con-
sidering thls scheme, and he hop that before
very long some desirable so‘;ution will be
arrived at. This is a matter that brooks no
delay. We have the reperts of the responsible
officers of the department, and the Commis-
sioner for Public Health states that a_con-
dition dees exist there that is a discredit to
the community. FHe states that the stream is
polluted. I am not foolish enouch t() “;mk
that this state of things can be remedied in
a minute, but we must not forget that it has
been going oun for some timie, and the evi-
dence submitted warrants the statements made
in the public p1€«s and my bringing the
matter before the Chamber.

The hon. member for Quecston drew atten-
tion to the Greater Brisbane Council and its
lack of attention to health matte ply.
the Home Secretary stated that the condition
cf thin £ th'lt obtuir’cd now amgngst local

010 loeal authmlt" man T r¢

undoubtedly that the Brisbane City
prior to the co ;Shtutxon of the Gr
bane Council, had its health officers, w
subject to the Commissioncr for
Health, who, if they had not done their duty,
would have been dealt with by thst gentl
man, and, if they had been guilty of break-
ing any of the laws, he must

v boen want-
irg in his duty if they were not “towelled

up.”” They were not ‘“ towelled up.” that
disposes of that argument of the Ilome
Seecrets

I want to draw attention to the serious
peo n we have anued at vn Bris > and
cutside districts in connection with moter
transport. Ivery year ttcntlon_ has been

drawn to motor cyelists, with no silencers on
their machines, being allowed to race about
cur streets and Outsuie districts like a lot of
wild men, both early in the morning and late
at night, and the Minister has plOl’nlSed
that something will be done in the matter.
ifere we are in ancther secssion, and nothing
has vet been done. Undoubtodly the way in
which some of these young wmen race about
on their motor cycles is a menace to the
community.

INDTATRY
sot get

The SEEETARY FOR LABOTR AND
You cannct silence them when you can:
hold of them.

Mr. MAXWELL: No. I am not blaming
the police, because I realise that it would be
nee to have a tremendous number of
pohce in order to Cat"h these individuals. So
far as my eloctorate is concernad, the police
are doing their work well, but thers is an
insufficient number to secure the necessary
prosecutions,
of men, courteous and obliging,
work well,

The police are an carnest body
g their

doin

There is another point I wish to 1
and that is the absolute danger of the

scarch-
lights on motor cars, as the hon. member for

Murrumba called them during the debate last
night. I have been in a motor car on various
oceasions, and it has been a great wonder to
mo that some serious accident has not hap-
pened. I venture to say that such an wecident
will happen sooner or later.
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I have known occasions going along the
River road from Toowong when the lights
have been so glaring that it has been an

mpossibility for the man in whose car I
have been travelling to see where he was
going. = Something should be done for the
prote(tloP of the public in conncction with
the dimming of lights; aml I hope the
Commissioner of Dolice wilt issue some
instructions to provide for the safety ol the
publie, who have some rights in this matter.
Qur motor car proprietors have some rights;
but there are some pecople who walk about
our streets who seem to think they own the

streets, just like some of the motor car
proprietors do, which is not fair. If steps
are taken in the way 1 have indicated,

serious accidents may be avoided.

The push bike may not appear to bo of
serious account, but it also is o menacs in
thic streets, as some of the machines ha\'n; no
bells on them.

Mr. Brprorp: Some of
» not got horns.
great

the metor trucks
The motor true Bre
#t danzer of the lot.

Mr. MAXWELL: I agree with the hon.
nember.  The other day I wes standing on
i at the corner of Xdward and
when I had a narrow escape
run _down by a push bike. and
ralian term of endearment was
;:ivon to me by the person who was rv'dm{\
i bike. These persons should b-e punished
they have rot got a bell on the .Chinc
vy scem to be rurnmg the roads in the
ro; ,oht n drastic

2

arca, aud, unlews sonis

2t is resorted to, we shall have some

very <:<}1'iouf4 accidents.
late the pohcg on the ex ]»mt
are doing with the numbsr of
men availabl I llnd(‘rStfu(; tho Home
Secretary to say that it was impossible to
do any better with the numhber of men at

his disposal, and that theve was a big
1'(~sponsibi1ity resting upon the civilian. I have
waited sometimes on the footpath to cross
the streat expcecting to see people knocked
down by motor trucks. It is neccisary that
these individuals should be told that it is
time to stop, that they do not run the
carth, and that other citizens have rights just
as well as they have.

Mr. \\TRTGHT (Buhmbu) I have
very, much interested in the debate ‘n con-
nection with traffic problems. I am onec of
those who up to a very short time zgo had
100 per cent. sympathy for the pedes-
trian, but recently my opinion has been
somewhat divided. I have wuow & car,
as a result of my experitnce in
ng through the metropolitan ares
my sympathies have bef*omv somewhat
mixed. Whilst I still retain a fair percentage
of sympathy for the pedestrmn, some of my
sympathy cortainly goes out towards the
motor driver. The hon. member for Oxley
last night struck a good mnote in connection
] the ¢ jay walking >’ which takes plao“
in the city of Brishane to- day. Anvone who
has been in the capital cities in the Sout
will know that the trafic authorities ther
have taken fanly drastic actlovx in connectlon
with this ¢ jay-walking’ problem. There
is no doubt that the meosures whicl
have been taken in Melbourne and Adelaide
have added to the security of pedemtr ans very
considerably, and that without any serious
inconvenience either to podestrx&ns or to
motor or other forms of transport. If the

been
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traffic officers gave consideration to the
excellent methods which have been adopted
in the Southern cities, they
[11.30 a.m.] would do much to remove ** jay-
walking » in our prineipal streets,
and thereby remove a good many of the
dangers which confront our pedestrians.

Several hon. members have made ref
to the dangerous corner leading to Stanley
street in South Brisbane. There is no doubt
that there is a considerable danger to pedes-
trians there, and my suggestion would be that
the traffic "authorities should con r the
question of moving the tramway nping
place. At present trams stop Jusn round the
corner in a position which hardly gives to
motorists or other drivers of vehicular traffic
a clear view of the street. If the stop were
moved a few yards further along Stanley
street, I think the mfﬁcultles would bo
relieved to a large extent.

Mention has also been made of tail lights
on motor cars. Personally I find no incon-

veniencs in having to get out of the car and
switch on my tail light at the back, bni I
would suggest in this connection the provision
of a tell-tale light on the dash ]‘om( near iho
ignitica switch, to be operated by the same
«witch as the tail light, so that the rlver
would know at once by the fact that the izl
in the front of the car was not buraing, tha.t
his tail light also was out. I have this i
my own car, and, although I have to got out
to switeh on my tail light in ordance with
t“n regulations, the same oper

Tittle 1 ght near the ignition switeh automatic-
aﬂlv at ’rnﬁ ssrie time, and acts as a tell-tale

gainst my tail light.

rence

Annth er matter to which serious co
tion ought to be given is the que
glaring headlights. If there is one thing
which requires attedtmn in counection .\Hh

otor acerdents, it is this. Glering headlights
are not necessary. '

Mr. Braxp: That is all right in the city.

Mr. WRIGHT: They are & continual
danger not ounly to pedestrians but alsc to
eny other traffic on the road. I feel sure
that the hon. member for Quecnion and the
hon. member for Kennedy, who dlive home
nightly with me, will agree that whenever we
mect glaring hnadhghts it is almost impos-
sible for the driver of the car to see his road
ahead. The effect of approaching glaring
headlights is to threw a dark shadow over
the track in front of you, and not until the
other car has met and passed you do you get
a clear view of the road ahead. In fact, if
vou are at all careful and consider the safety
of yourself and those with you it is alwass
neccssary to slow down, pa,rt.cu1a,*"1v on any
road cutside the city where there are no over-
hoad lights.

Another matter affecting traffic problems
to which scme att entlor has been given is the
speed of motor cars. I refer more particu-
larly to cutside districts, and not o the areas
in close proximity to the city. There is a
tremendous amount of traffic nightly on the
road from Brisbane to Sandgate and on the
road from Brisbane to Wynnum and 3anly—
two very good roads. I am continually on
the Brisbane to Manly road, and am quite
sure of my facts. It is qm'te a common Oceur-
rence to encounter car tmvel’lng along this
road nightly at a r'lfe of from 30 miles to
40 miles per hour and even at a higher rate
of speed. They are a constant worry, and
give the careful dmver on either of these

. Wright.]
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roads a most anxious time. These * speed
hogs ” should be severely dealt with., Per-
sonally I would abolish the glaring headlights

altogether, because I deem them to be
unnecessary.

Mr. BraxD: They are necessary in the
country.

Mr. WRIGHT : I do not think there is the
slightest nced for them within the Brisbane
City Council avea, and even in the country
I do not think there is the necessity for the
strong rays of light that are emitted by some
cars.

Mr. FarrerL : I would like to take you over
some of the roads outside the metropolitan
area.

Mr. WRIGHT : I have driven my little "bus
over some of the roughest roads tuat I have
seen anywhere in Australia.

Mr, LueweLyx : You do not ¥now what bad
roads are if you say that the present head-
lights are not needed.

Mr. WRIGHT : I have been over some very
bad roads, and I fail to see that glaring head-
lights are necessary, bad as the rcads may
be. There is no necessity for a brilliant light
which has a blinding effect on approaching
motorists.

Mr. Comrsgr: Drive from here to Gympie
at night.
Mr. BranD: After 2 inches of rain.

3r. WRIGHT: The Minister and other
hon, members have referred to the control of
the health of the community which is cxer-
cised by the Brisbane City Council. The
Minister eulogised the work that has been
done by the council in that connection; but
my experience of the Brisbane City Council
in its control of the health of the community
has not been such as would permit me
honestly to culogise it this morning. There
existed in my electorate a very glaring nui-
sance which was given some prominence for
some months by means of agitation by myself
and by Alderman Harrison, the alderman for
the area, who drew attention to the matter
at council meetings. I approached the Com-
missioner of Public Health, and the agita-
tion in connection with this rotten nuisance
existing in a very nice locality in the Bulimba
olectorate continued for some months. It was
not until the ““ Truth ” newspaper devoted a
full front page and quite a number of photo-
graphs to this nuisance—this so-called paper
manufacturing industry—that the Brisbane
City Council officers eventually saw fit to take
action. I strongly resent the delay on the
part of any Health Department, whether con-
trolled by the Government or by the Busbane
City Council, because health is a matter of
supreme unportance to the community. This
particular individual was living in out-
rageous, evil, dirty conditions amongit filthy
matter right alongside quite a number of very
decent residences, and his undertaking con-
stituted a menace to the neighbourhood by
way of fire, His business was the collec-
tion of used or waste paper from the city,
packing the paper that might be useful, and
selling it to the various confectionery houses
in the city for the wrapping of lollies, This
matter was brought under the notice of the
Health Department by myself. The paper
that was not used was simply stacked in a
heap alongside his camp and burnt; but on
two different oceasions the fire station in my
district had to answer calls in connection with
the ignition of the fences of neighbours. This

[Mr. Wright.
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went on for four or five months bLefore any
definite action was taken by the Brisbane
City Council. There need have been no delay.
I submit that the City Council had full
authority under its ordinances to clear up that
mess without any delay whatever. Conse-
quently, I cannot associate myself with the
Home Secretary’s eulogy of the operations of
the City Council’s health department. I hope,
at any rate, that its methods will be quicker
and more efficient for the future.

The Houe SECRETARY : You must remember
that the scheme has been in operation for a
short period only, and it takes time to
operate properly.

Mr. WRIGHT: I do not know that that
affests the matter, because a definite com-
plaint, supported by photographs and a news-
paper article, was brought under their notice
before they acted in respect to this flea-ridden
bag hut, where indecencies occurred to the
annoyance of neighbours. 1 do not know
whether 1t was necessary for the scheme to
be in full operation before they took action.

I desire, also, to make some referesnce {o
fire brigade matters, Quite a number of
hon. mcmbers—particularly representatives of
metropolitan constituencies—are intorestod in
these matters. As one of the representatives
of the Government on the Fire Brigades
Board, it is only proper that I should say,
for the benefit of hon. members, that the
board has given serious consideration to a
further extension of the fire district of Bris-
bane, particularly in the direclion of the
Enoggera clectorate.  Arrangements have
been made for the extension of the fire dis-
trict to what is known as No. 1 ward of the
shire of Enoggera. Provision has been made
in this year’s estimates for the establishment
in that ward of a fire brigade station,
together with the necessary men and equip-
ment. The hon. member for Enoggera can
assure the people in that district that every-
thing possi’gle is being done to satisfy their
request. We receive a good many rcquests
from various associations in the metropolitan
districts asking us to extend the boundaries
of the fire district. These are always investi-
gated by the members of the board, who
also ask for and obtain a report by the chief
officer. In many cases we find little or no
justification for the extension of the district,
and that such an extension would only resule
in greater charges on the local authorities
and the insurance companies concernsd, with-
out securing any adequate benefit in return.

I also desire to stress careclessness in the
use of petrol shown by some pcople who
ought to know better. Last year the fire
brigade had several serious fires resulting
from downright carelessness in handling
petrol. A short time ago we had an instance
of a man associated with the petrol trade
emptying petrol at night from a large con-
tainer into an open vessel by the aid of a
hurricane lamp. Of course, the most natural
thing happened—an explosion and a fairly
serious fire followed. How that man managed
to escape being blown to smithereens I do
not know. There have been several cases of
men carelessly handling petrol and serious
fires resulting. Bome houscholders are also
very carcless in handling petrol, and the fire
brigade has had quite a number of calls to
suppress fires caused through petrol used for
cleaning purposes in the household being
placed too close to a naked light. I mention
these matters this morning so that the public
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may be informed, through “Hansard 7 and
the press, of the serious consequences atten-
dant upon the careless handling of petrol.
The fire brigade authorities wish to impress
upon. all users of petrol that they can do
much to assist to prevent outbrealss of fire
by the careful handling of a commodity
which might be

considercd even more
dangerous than dynamite.
Hon. J. G. Arrer: What about persons

smolking near petrol bowsers?

Mr. WRIGHT: That also is dangerous.
In quite a number of the garages in the
city, not only those associated with the
garage but also visitors may be seen smoking
in close proximity to places where petrol
1y stored. There is a general carelessness
on the part of the public in the handling
of this most useful and beneficial, but, at the
same titne, most dangerous commodity.

‘Hon, W. H. BARNES (Wysrnum): 'The
discussicn so far has been particularly inter-

esting. I think the Home Sceretary is
perfectly correct when he s2ys that the
provision that is made durving the busy

hours in Stanley street, near Victoria Bridge,
13 very inadequate, Two policemen are
stationed there during the busy hours, onc
to control the hecavy traffic at one side of
the bridge and the other to look after the
motor traffic on the other side. From daily
experience I am convinced that, despite the
very great care that is shown by the police
avthorities, the crossing is a most dangerous
one, for which some remedy would be wel-
come,
would be to compel the pedestrian traffic to
cross on the right-hand side of the bridge
and get to the new building in Melbourne
street before getting into the strcet vuuning
parallel with Stanley street. That iz what
I do myself, and T find it a safe wav of
crossing. I commend the suggestion for
application to those travelling by rail,
although I realise that people travelling by
tram in the direction of Hast Drisbane may
not find it the most suitable way. That
crossing is not the only dangsrous onc in
the ecity, because at the int'rsection of
Albsrt and Ann streets there is room for
improvement. Whilst a “cop” is provided
there it is not sufficient to provide direction
for all the traflic, seeing that traffic turning
into Roma street or coming into George
street capnot go round that ““cop.”’ At
certain hours of the day there is a policeman
there. I rose more particularly to say that
that is one of the places where a pelicemaon
should be stationed in the busy times in the
morning and late in the afternoon. Occa-
sionally there is a policeman there, but not
permanently, and 1 venture to say that it
1s one of the most dangerous corners in the
city. .

With reference to the pollution of the Bris-
bane River by the sewage discharged into it
at Luggage Point, I fancy that the Minister
will find, if he looks up the Metropolitan
Water and Sewerage Act, that the original
Bill made it imperative that certain treat-
ment works were to be erected at the point
of discharge.

The Home SrcrETARY: The area is there,
but nothing has been done.

Hox. W. H, BARNES: The area is there
right enough, but the treatment works have
not been carried out. That is where the
trouble is, At the time it was suggested
that certain things should be done a
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medical man—now deceased, so I am not
going to give his name-—who was much
esteemed, thought that an awful mistake
was made by the Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board in not having the sewage dumped
into the river at Victoria. Bridge. Ile said
it would cost much less,

The SecrnrraRY ror Pusnic Worrs: Whe
said that?
ITox, W. H. PARNES: A medical man

who is now dececased, and I do not think it
right that I should give his name. This
medical man came to me-=I dare say the
hon, member for Albert will remember—and
said, ““ You are a business man, are you
not? Now, if you are able to do some-
thing for £100,000 that will otherwise cost
£500,020, what would you do as a business
man i’ I said, ““There is only onc answer.
I would spend the £100,000.” Then he
followed it up by saying, * Then dump your
refuse in the river at the bridge.” When it
was proposed to discharge the sewage into
the river nearer the c¢ity than the present
poiut of discharge, Mr. Cullen, the Engineer
for the JTarbours and Rivers, had a series of
floats drifting in the river to find where they
went, and quite a number of them went
to the Sandgate beach and quite a number
to the Wynnum beach. That is one reason
why the Government of which I was a mem-
ber insisted on having treatment works con-
structed immediately in the vicinity of the
point of discharge. When the Minister tells
us that nothing has been done, I can only
say that I am very much surprised indeed,
because it scems to me that it is vital in a
growing city like ours.
At 11.53 a.m.,

Mr., MAXWELL (Zoowonry), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: 1 raise the point,
as I am deeply interested in the question,
and the hon. member for Sandgate is deeply
interested in it, toc. No one knows except
those who are in the habit of frequenting the
beaches how Wynnum, particularly, and
Sandgate ave growing; and it is most
imperative from a health point of view to
see that whatever is necessary is immediately
carried out by the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board. I am surprised
to hear that apparently nothing has been
done in that direction. I am assuming that
what the Minister has said is correct.

do not want to charge the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewcrage Board with
neglect of duty, but I understood the

Muinister to say that nothing had been done.
If nothing has been done, it is a disgrace to
those concerned. It was one of the first
things that should havs been tackled when
the sewerage scheme came into operation.
I may say, in anticipation of what is going
to follow, that the officers of the dapartment,
when approached, have beea most sympa-
thetic and have immediately taken steps to
deal with matters. I emphasize that point,
hecause I do not want to make a statement
which would implicate in any way the officers
c¢f the department who have the control of
operations. A returned man, a resident of
Wynnum, came to me about ten days ago.
He said that he had been to the hospital
authorities a week before, and they had
made an X-ray examination of him. When
he went back a week later they told him

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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that he was suffering from tuberculosis. He
"leed them for some medicine, but they

said. * We cannot consider ycu becavse you
are a returned man. You must go straight
to the military ahthmitios who will prob-
ably give you medicine and treat you. I
may say that this man had previously besn
1~harggd in good health. When he went
the military authorities, they immediately
Lt \Ve cannot take you on, because we
I then be responsible for “Aoa, you mush
go back to the hospital.’”” IHere wus the
poor unfortunate fellow d n about betwesn
tlie hospital and the repa dtion authorities,
so he came to me. I said, * This is one of
the cases which must be attended to. Meet
me at the Home Department.” And it was
there that I reeeived the mest Sympzxthetic
treatment. When I met him there, he said—
and all honour to the Red Cross bonloty—
=1 did net know what to do until I met
vou at the time appointed, and I went to
the Red Cross Socicty, and they said * We
will take you in.”” He did not want me to
go to the Home Office to sce BMr. Chuter.
T said, ** You must go; vour case may bo
ounly typical of others.”” When I made repre-
sentations to Mr. Chuter, he said, < 'This
cannot be allowed to continue.” He asked
who was the doctor, but I did not know.
Here was this u.lfoltulate man in this coun-
try of onrs, which is supposed to be
sympathetic to the man who is wealk and
afilicted. drifting from pillar to post, and
having to come to a member of Parliamens
to get rvedress. I do not know who the
doctor Twas, and, 1if my statemient has been
verified after inquiry, that doector ought to
be brought up with a round turn, because
medicine ought to be available for any
man who requires it.

all

I have another case which has also to do

“i‘th a Wynnum resident. A rcquest was
made for an inquiry, and the request was
willingly granted by the Justice Department.
A child was ordered awayv from Wynnum
to the Children’s Hospiial. The child
received every attention and care there; but,
after it was there for some time, it was
d to have developed some infectious
CUs and was put into ths infectious
hospital without the parents being

The first message they got
Y Come at once; your child iz at
and 1s dying.' YWhilst
attention at the Children’s Hospital is
usually perfect, it is the duty of every
member of Parliament who finds that the
weak in the community are not being given
r treatment to call atteniion to it.
hen the parents got to the infectious Hos-
pital, they found the child was exposedd in
the open and that there were other little
children there, one or two of fhem iying
in cxercla with no one to attend to them.
T understand that an inquiry is to be held
in regard to that. The parents sre going
to attend that inquiry. They
say, ““ We have buried our child,
but we want, if possible, to save
clse’s child.”  If there is any
Jooseness, I hope that it will be remedied,
whoever is responsible. My own impression
is that sufficient attention was not given at
the infectious diseases hospitael to the children
who were located there, and that they were
exposced and allowed to get into a condition
which is a disgrace to the communitr and
to those who have anything to do with it;
and I hope that anybody who is responsible
will be brought to boolk.

[Hon. W. II. Barnes.

advisad,
10 say.
infectious hospital,
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I am interested in the lazaret. I quite
recognise what is being done for those who,
umortunatdy are suffering from leprosy, i
am sorry to see from the report on this msti-
tution that one of the inmates who had been
away for over two years had to be sent back
because he had again developed the disease.
Will the Home Seccretary informm us whether
anything has been done in the direction of
providing wireless for the inmates?

The Hoxe SicreTARY: They prefer their

own wireless sets.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:
to have individual sets?

The Hour SECRETARY: Yes; we give them
to them.

Hon. W. H. BARNIES: T can cnly say that
the hon. gentleman is to be congratulated
upon having done that, because there is iwo
question that these persons are prisoners—
they imagine, too, that everyone is up against
thetn-—and it is essential that they should be
pmvxded with everything possible to make
their lives happy. 1 can remember that the
hon. member for Albert, who was one of the
most sympathetic of Home Secretaries, even
sent a dentist down there to give the inmates
gold teeth.

Hoxovurasre MEMBERS : Hear,

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I would like to
ask the Home Secretary as to what conditions
prevail in connection with the steamers which
are allowed to go to Dunwich. The statement
has been made to me—I cannot vouch for its
correctness, but I am bound to bring iv
before the Committee—that some of them
have been so plentifully supplied with spirits
that on the way down and on the way back
a large number of those on board were
intoxicated,

The HomeE SECRETARY: Do
Government boats?

Are they allowed

hear!

they go in

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They are said to
go in Government boats; and, if so, I say
that the thing is highly improper. What

private people may do on their own boats,
of course, is their own business.

The Houme SrcreTaRY: We have given
instructions that, if there is any breach of
the agreement under which the boat is hired.
the sccicty concerned will net be allowed to
charter the steamer again.

Ifox. W. H. BARNES: I am glad to hea
that the Home Secretary is “‘pz‘dmg hla
ways, and that he Is not permitting this to
oceur.

I would ask the hon., genileman whether
ho considers 1t a fair thing that the
incbriates institution at Dunwich should be
so near the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum?
Look at the dangers! One scarcely likes to
touch upon them in debate in this Committee.
The first danger is that you have amongst
the inmastes of the incbriates institution quite
a number of young fellows who are addicted
to drink. We all know that when a person
is addicted to drink the drink frequently
leads to other thinm There you have theso

cople planked down amidst our old people
at Dunwich, and they are liable to_become
a nuisance. The point I specially desire to
make is that, being so near to the main
building, it is almost impossible to keep drink
away from them when they get there. In
many cases it seems that conveniences are
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found for them to get drink, instead of carry-
ing out vo the fullest extent the cbject of
putting them into a home for inebriates. I
would like to ask the Horac Secretary if he
has given the matter any thought. and what
are his intentions in connection with Dun-
wich. 1 thought ¢ Dunwich was a place
where the aged and infirm could receive
special care 1n the evening of their lives.
One can readily understand what a mcenace
it must be to them to have near by a number
of puople addicted to drink who might some-
times become a nuisance. We knmow that it
is almost impossible, no matter how carcful
the Home Sceretary might be, to prevent
drink being taken down there. It would
practically be necessary to search every person
who landed at Dunwich. Drink is taken by
many people under the improssion that they
are doing a kindness to those concerned.
The question of moctor tail lights has been
referred to by some hon. Of

members.  Of
course, it is inconvenient for a man to have
to get out of his car and light his tail light;
but the fact remains that there are some
people who will break the law, and, as is the
case with all other laws, the man who will
do the right thing has to pay the penalty for
the other fellow. There are some motorisis
who cannot be too severely dealt with for
the way in which they break the law from
time to time. If the department considers
it necessary to have the tail lights controlled
in the way they arc to-dawy, then weo must’

s

bow to the inevitable, and, as in other cases,
conform to our duty.

The HOME SECRETARY (ifon, J. Stop-
ford, Mount 3Horgan): 1 wish 1o reply to the
question raised by the hon. member for Win-
num in connection with drinking on the beat
plying to Dunwich. So far as 1y kunowledge
goes, on only one occasion that the boat was
chartered was there any excessive drinking.
When the matter was brought under my
notice, definite instructions were given to the
captain and crew that any breach of the
agreement under which the boat was chartered-
would mean that the offending soziety could
not sceure the boat again.

I quite recognise that Dunwich is not a
suitable place for the care of inebriates. I
question very much whether the policy of
permitting these people to remain at Dun-
wich is a wise one, because, if you are merely
going to treat the inebriates to a sojourn at
Dunwich to build them up physically to
enable them to come back to get drunk again
—which they usually do—then you are not
going to get anywhere with the supposed
reform of these sufferers.

Hon., W. H. BarNes: I think the trouble
is that they get drivk whilst they ure there.

The HOME SECRETARY : They got treai-
ment. The institution I have in mind is one
where they would be subject to greater disci-
pline than they can be subject to under the
conditions prevailing to-day. For some time
I have been thinking along the lines of an
institution that will serve that purpcse and
will work in with certain ideas that I have
in regard to prison reform for the housing of
men imprisoned for failing to mect payments
under maintenance orders—men who afe not
criminals in the strict smense of the word,
but are imprisoned because of some domestic
trouble. -1 am still conferring with officers
of the department in an endeavour more
effectively to solve the problem of dealing
with this class of people.

[24 NOVEMBER.]
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Mr. CORSER (Burnett): This vote affords
an opportunity for discussing the policy of
the Government in regard to the carrying on
of our public hespitals. Under the Hospitals
Act which was recently passed by the Govern-
ment provision is made for the establishment
of a board to take charge of the administra-
tion of the hospitals in a district created
under the Act. That board was to be consti-
tuted by representatives of the local authori-
ties, contributors to the hospital, and repre-
sentatives of the Governmen$. Without in
any way wishing to say anything against or
to refer to the personnel of the representa-
tives of the Government, I am going to show
that the outcome of this Act has meant in
many districts the Government control of our
hospitals. The Central Burnett Hospital
Board is composed of nine representatives.
Five of these are nominees of the Govern-
ment, who were not elected at a meeting of
the residents, or by the local authoricies.
Their appointment was suggested by the
Labour organisation in one centre of that
great district. The intention of the Govern-
ment was to have these institutions demo-
cratically controlled so that the people con-
cerned would have an opportunity of nominat-
ing or electing a certain number of the repre-
sentatives; but the policy adopted by the
Home Department falls far short of
democratic control that the people hoped to
get when the Act was passed. When the Bill
was before Parliament the Opposition made
some very strong representations with respect
to some aspects of the measure; but it never
entered the mind of any hon. member that
these boards would be constituted by a
majority of Government nominces, instead of
by representatives elected by the people con-
cerned. It would not be so bad 1if the local
authorities were able to suggest the Govern-
ment’s nominees, and allow the Minister to
choose from the names selected. Wo have
three hospitals in the Central Burnett Hos-
pital Beoard district. One is at Gayndah,
where there is also a local authority; one is
situated at Mundubbera, where there 1s also
a local authority; and one at Biggenden,

1
g $1%]

where there is also a local authority. 'Lhere
are no (Government representatives from
cither of these two lastnamed areas. The

five representatives of the Government were
nominated, not by the local authorities in the
centre, but by the Labour ocrganisation in
Gayndah. The desire of the clectors to cou-
trol their interests was flouted. The result is
that the Governient nominees are in o five to
four majority on that board. Very strong
exception was taken to this coursec of action
at a public meeting held in Gayndah, and 1
have received the following letter in connec-
tion with that meeting :—
* * * * ¥*

“ Attached herewith is a copy of several
resolutions that were unanimously carried
at a well-attended and representative
meeting held in Gayndah on Saturdey,
the 28th instant.

“ That this meeting of ratepayers caters
an emphatic protest against the prosent
constitution of the Central Burnett Hos-
pitals Board, and urges the Minister
responsible to make provision for a more
equitable representation.”

There are four representatives of the local
authorities on that board—twoe from
Biggenden and two from Mundubbera. The
electors of Gayndah have no representatives.
because the five Government nominees

Mr, Corser.]
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coming from that centre naturally meant that
the local authorities in the other two centres
would co-operate to secure the election of {wo
representatives each of the remaining f{our.
The effent is that the largest centre has
no local authowity representative, and no
representative of the ratepayers sits on the
board from any of the districts. The Act
provides that the board shall be constituted
of nominces of the Government, the local
authorities, and the contributors. When the
board had been in operation twelve months
and compulsory payments were made there
were naturaily no contributors, in the sensc
that the Minister considered coutributors to
be those who had donated not les; than a
guines per year; but surely, if the coniribu-
tors were entitled to representation, there 13
also justification for the ratepavers demand-
ing representation, secing that they contri-
bute £40 of every £100 cellected by the
board. The Minister should extend the pro-
visions of the Act to bring the ratepavers
within the ambit of represintstion.

The SecruTaARY FOR PPUBLIC WoRKS: Has not
the lecal authority a representative?

Mr. CORSER :
representative.

Mr.'BR,\Nl): The Australian Labour Party
coirtrols the hospital board..

The SFCRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
Rubbish !

'il{r. CORBER : In addition to the five
Government nominees, there are four loeal
1 represcutatives to be elected by
three shive councils.

The SecrETARY FOR Purrrie W : Thoss
arc the councils within the lhespital area.

Mr, CORSER: Onec of the shire council«
has received no representition because that
i+ the centre from which tho five Government
nominees  were drawn.  ‘The other local
authorities decided that they would cach
vote for two so that their disteicts would
have at least two of the nine representatives
on the board. Whilst that was gunite a wise
thing to do, the Minister never zhould have

One local authority has no

WORKS :

placed the district in that position. That is
not the only place where this polier hes
meant Government control of a beard—

Government control, not by people who ars
represontative of the various interests of the
§1st ¢t but by people of one liltle centre.
I hope the Minister will amend the Aects.
0 as either to give the people control or clse
to instituts national eontrol. which is the
policy of the Labour Party. It ic w ong and
undemocratic to allow no represcntation to
the ratepayers who contribuie 40 per cent, f
the funds necrssarv to run the houpitals,
:.1:1(1.5_0011& than perpetuate a sistem  of
administration by Government nominees it
would be better to come out with a bold
policy of nationalisation of hospitals, and the
Government find all the money.

Mr. Dasa: You are learning.

, Mr. CORSER: Your partv is recoding.
vecause your policy was nationalisation. veot
vou force people to sub«ribe and then dony
them control. )

There is somecthing further in the protest
from this public meeting. The sceond resalu-
tion reads—

“That the Government be requested to
cease making the farmers the principal
victims of the local expenses of hospitals
and make the charge truly democratic by

[, Corser.
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imposing an equal tax on every male
eligible to vote at local authority elec-
tions {many of whom are far better able
to pay than the farmers).”

A GovernmeENT MomBEr: This is the first
time you have opposed the tax.

Mr. CORSER : It is not the first occasion
on which we have opposed it in this Chamber.
When the Bill was going through the Opposi-
tion strenuously opposed the provision that
only one section of the people should be
called upon to pay. The only people who
contribute this tax are the ratepayers in the
local authority districts. Why should they be
singled out in this way? They are not the
only people who enjoy the privileges of
attending the hospitals.

The SrcrETaRY FOR P'UBLIc WORKS: Whe
supported the hospitals under the old system?

Mr. CORSER : Anybody might pay under
the old system, but under the Act you compel
one section only to pay., Because the land is
the instrument from which this individual
makes his living, you tax him. You do not
tax the man in a bank, who can use the hos-
pital without being compelled to contribute.

The SEcreTaARY For PupLic Womrks: He
must pay his fees.

Mr. CORSER: So must the farmer. He
contributes both ways, and he canpot get out
of it, either. If he is not sick he has to par.
and if he is sick he still pays. He is 1 a
most unfortunate position. Take the case of
a man who probably has a little scaside resort
in another Jocal authority area, or the man
who has probably dry country in another
local anthority area. Ie may have land in
three local authority areas, and he has to
pay thres different local authority contribu-
tions to the hospital.,

Mr. Lrewenyy ;. He can afford to pay.

Xir. CORSER : Not necessarily. I{c could
not afford to pay in the first instance I men-
tioned. Why should he be called upon to nay
three different contributions any more than
the carpenter, who uses his tools, or the man
who drives a quill? T appeal to the Minister
to introduce an amending Bill providing that
all those who are in a position to pay shall
contribute to our hospitals. There is nothing
hard about that. The hon. gentleman should
get away from the old idea that the man
who owns a bit of land is the man wi
always to pay, while the other man gets
scot free.

The Stcrerary roR Pustic Works: He
contributes through the 60 per cent. found
by the Treasurer. You people always say
that he pays no taxes.

Mr. CORSER : So does the producer.
producer contributes most of the taxes.

The Howe Srcrerary: You say he never
gets enough income to pay any taxes.

Mr. CORSER: Then he has to find the
money or be pushed off the land. I have a
letter in my pocket now from a man who was
pushed off the land becausz he could not pay
his taxes. He is taxed by the Government
by way of rent, and he has to pay local
authority taxes too. He has to pay all the
taxes. [ appeal to the Minister to remove
this anomaly that exists in the Iospitals
Act. We desire the Minister to constitute new
hospital districts. I agree that under the old
system the position became intolerable, as

The
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country hospitals could not get on with a
Government subsidy of £2 for every £1 con-
wributed locally.

I am with the people in the Eidsvold divi-
sion of my electorate in asking for a board,
owing to the conditions which exist there at
the present time. It is fo be hoped that
ere long reason will prevail and the desired
amecndments will be made in the Act.

Mr. LueweLyx : It has been a great success.

Mr. CORSER: It has not been such a
great success; but so far as the financing
of the hospitals zoes, it is a wonderful relief
to the committees, as the hospital staffs have
been able to depend on having money avail-
able to assist them in the care of the sick.
The present system has much to recommend
it from that point of view; but it 1s unfair
with regard to taxation and representation.
If the Minister wauts to have a fair system
of representation, he should allow the local
authorities to appoint their representatives
as well as the Government.

Mr. BranD: The local authority members
are eclected,

Mr, CORSER: The local authority repre-
sentatives are chosen for the board.

The HoMg SecreETARY : What is wrong with
that?

Mr. CORSER: That is right; but what
iz wrong is the foct that thie ratepayer has
no representation on the board.

The Houme SrcreTaARY : The local authority
representative is a ratepayer.

Mr. CORSER: Not necessarily.  The
members of local authorvities are not clected
on a ratepayers’ vote, but on the universal

franchise. As the Minister knows. in the
first year one representative of the sub-
scribers is appeintes! on cach board. 1f the

ratapayer is a subscriber, why not give him
representation ? Why ask for a majority of
Government representatives cn the |
hoards?

The HOME SECRETARY :

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has
got it—five against four.

S

The HoME SzcreTary: I have not got an:
in Brisbane.
~ Xr. CORSER: Not in Brisbane, but out
in the country the hon. gentleman has it
He has got it in Gymple, Maryborough,
Bundaberg, and Rockhampton.

The Hour S
anv subscribers.

Mr. CORSER: Arc not the local authority
ratepayers subscribers?

Ths Hoxe Secrerary: They get represen-
tation.

My, CORSBER: They do not. The man
who has a good job and lives in somcbody
cls='s home gets representation.

T do not.

2ETARY : Not where there are

The Home SrcrETARY: e pays rent.

Mr. CORSER: e does not pay rent.
The hon. gentleman might as well say that
a man in the city area pays rent in the
Burnett district. I have had meany protests
from conferences of local producars’ associa-
tions in my district, which have passed
resolutions similar to the one I have read.
It is a burning question in our country
districts, and 1 hope the Minister will give
some attention to it.

[24 NOVEMBER, ]
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Mr, BRAND (Burrum): This is one of the
most important departments we have to
consider. The total vote from revenue for
this department is £1,529,659. I do not think
any hon. member will cavil at the moderate
amount of £7,852 put down for the Chief
Office, There is an excellent body of officers
connected with the Home Sceretary’s Depart-
ment, and they deserve every credit for the
manner in which they conduct the various
mstitutions under their control, Most of
them are charifable institutions in counnec-
tion with which no revenue is derived.

There are many carrying out a great work
of social welfare in Qucensiand, but I think
there is room fer still further improvement.

The Home Department covers a
[12.30 p.m.] great number of activitics, but I

do mnot sece any provision being
made for widows’ pensions, as was promised
at the last election. Evidently the Govern-
ment are not going to keep their promise
and give to those who really should have
some  assistance something by which to
enable them to live. I hope that before this
Parliament expires the Minister will urge
upon his Cabinet the desirablencss of fyl-
filling the promise he made at the last
clection snd establish a widows’ pension fund
from which women who are left without the
support of their breadwinuers can receive
something from the State to cnable them to
live in comfort.

Reference has been made, mostly by eity
members, to glaring headlights on rotor
cars and the necessity for abolishing them.
I can quite understand that, in city coustitu-
encies, such headlights are a nuisance and
that they are unnccessary, but for country
travelling it is essential to have strong lights
on motor cars, and I hope that. if the Fome
Secretary intends to do angthing in regard
to the question, he will not abolish glaring
headlights to the detriment of country
motorists, but will apply his regulation only
to Brisbane and other centres.

1 would like to make a few remurks follow-
ing on those of the hon. member for Burnett.
Gt all the matters administered by  the
Home Department, that which mostly con-
cerns the residents of my electorate is the
hospital tax.  When the hospitals boards
were established it was earnestly believed
that the Home Secretary would not introduce
political prejudices into the administration
of the Act. All citizens who take ax active
interest in charitable instituticns—und they
ure many—believe that all political fecling
should be banished from their management.
Before the hospital tax was enforeed on
the community—in my district at anv rate—
thesa  institutions were controlied by men
and women of various shades of political
thought. Every encouragrment wss given
tn people with different political 5 to
take an active interest in the managemont
of our hospitals. It was then the desire
of the peopie to clect to the commitices the
most capable and sympathetic persons who
could be secured, In the Bundaberg district
ihe general hospital was controiled by a
body of men, the majority of whom were
well known to be anti-Labour in politics
but that did not prevent them from appoint-
ing as chairman of their finerce committes
2 man who is well known in Labour politics
and has taken an active part in the Labhour
movement, Mr. G. W. Martens, now presi-
dent of the Australian Workers’ Union. He
was selected as chairman of that committen
because of his ability and his qualifications

Mr. Brand.)
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for the position. Flis political beliefs did
not count. Now we find a different siate of
affairs prevailing.

Since thé creation of the Bundaberg hos-
pital district the Minister has exercised
political prejudice in nominating members
to the Loard. In fact, the nominations to
the Bundaberg Hospital Board have not been
made by the Minister, but by the Bundaberg
branch of the Australian Labour Party.
They have even taken plebiscites in Bunda-
berg to decide who shall be the Government
representatives on the board. These names
have been submitted to the Ministar, who,
contrary to his better thoughts I belicve, has
appointed these men. I take strong excep-
tion to the manuncr in which Government
appointments have been made to the board.
The district embraces my electorate, and my
people are very much concerned about the
matter. It has been recognised by most
people that there should be continuity of
policy in hospital administration. DMany of
the members who constituted the old board
in that district—members not associated with
politics—approached the IXome Secretary
with a desire to maintain continuity of policy
on that board. They made certain recom-
mendations to him of which he did not
approve. The first board in the Bundsberg
district consisted of three local authority re-
presentatives, three representatives of the
subseribers and various institutions, and three
Government nominees. This board held office
for three years. Last year a ncew board was
necessary, and, as was to be expected, there
were no further subscriptions to the institu-
tion, therefore there could be no representa-
tives of subseribers on the board. The Home
Secretary decided that the {future board
should consist of four local authority repre-
sentatives and five Government nominecs, the
objecet being for the Government to secure
full control of the board, and use it, I am
sorry to say, for political purposes,

Mr. LLEWELYN : That is not true.

Mr. BRAND : It was gencrally known that
the GQovernment nominees to the Bundaborg
Hospital Board had to be men who were
likely to take part in future plebiscites in
connection with the Bundaberg electorste.

Mr. LregweLyx: There is no objection to
I.abour people having representation.

Mr. BRAND : I have certainly no objection
to Labour people having ropresentation on
the board. I sav that definitely, Before the
Hospitals Act was passed, Labour people had
representation on the beard, and took a very
important part in the conduct of the institu-
tion. But I do object to the majority of the
members being drawn entirely from a poli-
tical organisation. If the policy of the
present Home Secrctary were to be adhered
to, any future anti-Labour Government would
practically have to decide that no man of
Labour thought should be given a seat on any
hospital board.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : That is wheat it amounted
to before this Government came into power,

Me. BRAND : That is not so.

The HoME SECRETARY: Do you say that I
would turn a deaf ¢»1r to the advice of my
officers ? ’

Mr. BRAND: Neo. It is gencrally recog-
nised that the Government secure representa-

tion on the various boards by the appointment
of public servants as Government nominees,

[Mr. Brand.
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It was never intended that Government repre-
sentatives should be appointed for political
purposes,

Mr. Leewerys : That was always the case
in the past.

Mr. BRAND: It was never intended by
the Liberal Government. I maintain that the
welfare of the hospitals is not being main-
tained by appointments of this sort.

Mr. Werr: You will alter thom when you
get into power,

Mr. BRAND : When our {xovernment reach
the Treasury benches they will give considera-
tion to all parties, recognising that charitable
institutions shouid have the support of all
the people.

Mr. Wrig: I never knew a Labour man io
represent your Government.

My, BRAND: Then the hon. member
knows very little of the activitiex of the
previous Governments with respect to hospital
administration,

Mr. WeR: Don't forget that I kuow all
about the Government representation cn the
arammar school trusts.

Mr., BRAND: I can point to many
instances in my eleetorate where the previous
Government appointed Labour men to
hospital boards.

Mr. WeIr: Give me one instance.
Mr. BRAND: The Childers-Isis hospital.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr., BRAND: With the hon. member for
Burnett, I consider that, as the local authoeri-
ties are responsible for 40 per cent. of the
expenditure of these boards, and as they
are the elected representatives of the com-
munity they should have greater representa-
tion than the Government on these boards.
Local authority representatives have to sub-
mit themselves triennially for election, and,
if the people clect these represontatives, thew
must necessarily be a body of men in whom
the pecple have trust.

Mr. LigwreLyn: Don’t you think the wel-
fare of the sick vhould be the first considera-
ticn?

Mr. BRAND: Certainly; but so far as the
Bundaberg Hospital Board is concerned, I
am satisfied that the Home Secretary does
not take that into consideration when making
his appointments.

Mr. Wrie: He would if he appointed your
crowd.

Mr. BRAND: The first consideration of
the Giovernment is whether the Goveranment
nominecs are members of the politieni
machine, 1t is absurd that the political
machine should first conduct the plebiscite as
to who should represent it on the board
before the Home Secretary gazettes the
nominees. The Home Secretary himself
should make the nominations. We know that
strong vepresentations were made by the
Australian Workers’” Union at Bundaberg
that the services of Mr. H. A. Cattermull, the
chairman of the first Bundaberg hospital
board, should be retained when the board
was again being constituted; but as a result
of a decision at'a meeting at which ecight
were present, the secretary of the Bundaberg
branch of the Australian Labour Party
recommended to the Government that, in
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view of the past political record of 3Ar.
Lattermull, that he be not reappointed, not-
withstanding that he gave entire satisfaction
to the Minister as chairman. The Ministor
knows that to be a fact. 3r. Cattermull
placed the Bundaberg Hospital Board on a
sound administrative hasis.  What has
happened since? There are continuous
biclkerings on the board becazuse the repre-
sentatives of the Government and the local
authority are at variance in political thought.
The board has gone so far as to purchase a
motor car and paint it red. They have alzo
painted the exterior of a building red. I
suppose their mext step will be to pnmt the
interior of the buildings red, to show that
they are irue representatives of a Labour
Government, The Hospitals Aet was not
brought in for that purpose at all. Since
thess boards have come under the coutrol of
Labour men they have become very extrava-
gant. When Labour comes into control of
any government, or senii- 'rmernment body,
the ex S aditure immesi melv ¥ e were
told when the Bundake 1 Board
was created that the local au 1writy rata for
the maintenance of the hospital in that is-
trict would be under 1d.

in the £1.
Mr. Weir:

Mr., BRAND: The rate is now up
The department should be most careful,

told the same.
to 14d.

when

We were

establishing a hospital district, to inform the
people what the cost to them is going to be.

The HoME SECRETARY :
that figure from?

Mr. BRAND: From the last rate notices
that were sent out. 'Che board recognises
that the rate this year will be higher. Tt is
going up every year. I am =orry that the
Minister did not carry out the desires of
responsible men in Bundaberg, who had no
political thought in the matter, and insist
on the nomination of a man who carried
out his duties in the interests of the Bunda-
Hospital Board and of sufferng
humanity.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): The laoaition
of our hospitals and of the hospitals distriets
gonerally is miost unjust and unfair. Xor
example, in the Maryborough and vaple
hospital district there is no community of
interest in cohnectlon with a part of the
area which is in the Maryborough district,
although situated within 9 miles of the
Gympie hospital. That is a position which
I am hoping will be altered as a result of
the repert of the Royal Commission on the
boundaries of local authorities. Sowmething
cortainly should be doite to sec that people
who subscribe to a disirict hospital are
brought into touch with that hosnital.

The hon. member for Burrum and the hon.
memb r for Burnctt dealt very fully with
the representation on the hospital boards.
I agree that it is unjust to have a majority
of Goverminent representatives on fhose
boards. A truer representstion is that of
the local authorities, who reflert the opinion
of the people in the district. There are men
on these hospital boards who arve not giving
careful consideration to the matter of finance.
Some time ago Mr. Chuter visited Gympie
to inquire into the fmma’uon of a board
there. According to  Truth 7 of 16th Sep-
tember, 1925, he stated that the expenditure
of the Gympie hospital, not including the
ambulance, for the year 1923-1924 was £5,133.
Then in the Gymph, “Pimes” of 12th

Where did you get
s (=]

h
erg
berg
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Novewsber last Councillor Bryan, the repre-
sentative of the Noosa shire, estimates the
o\pmdi’cu re for the next twelve months at

8,468, which represents an increase of £2,335
on the figure for 1923-1924, and is an indica-
tion of the tremendous increase in the
expenditure necessary for the maintenance
of the Gympie hospital. In 1923-1924 the
amount estimated to be received from local
authorities was £1,252, whereas the estimate
for next year is £1,774, and from all sources
other than the Government and the local

authorities £3,015, and £1.660 from tho
Government. The local authorities in the
Gympie district—the Gympie, Kilkivan,

Widgee, and Noosa shire councili—will have
to contribute £1,774, which is an increase of
£542 as compared with the period when Mr.
Chuter visited the district, That amount of
£1,774 will be contributed in the following

proportions : —
£
Gympie ... ... 191
Kilkivan 633
Widgeo ... ... 528
Noosa ... .. 415

That shows that the municipality of Grmpie,
where there is a greater [)OT)UL:Lth(l than
there is in the shirs of Kilkivan, =iil con-
tribut» less than one-third of the amount
contributed by Kilkivan. That is an instancs
of where the man on the land is going to b«

hit in connection with the health of the
communit; The settler in the Kitkivau
district has just  recently suffered very

severely owing to drought < “nd poor m e,
fe is having a very bad spin; he is working
long Lours, vot the Government are gnlug to
Lompcl hmﬂ to pay a higher rate for the
upkeep of the ht,\vlih of the community than
a person living in the city.

Now take the number of properties and
average value in these two local authorities—

Average

No. Value.
Gympies Municipality ... 1,933 ... 756
Kilkivan Shire Council 1,048 b1l

Thercfore, on the average, the Kiikivau
property-owner has to pay seven times moro
than the person living in the Gympie arca.
That shows how unfair the Act is, and I ask
the Government seriously to consider an
amendment of the Hospitals Act to provide
that each person shall contribute to the
hospitals on an income basis and not sccord-
ing to the value of the land that he may
own. In many cases they do not own the
[snd. They are merely cccupisrs, and under
the T.ocal Authorities Act the occuph:r has
to find the taxation. The present system is
very unjust.

When Mr. Chuter came to Maryborough
ho informed the pcople at the meeting he
addressed there that he estimated the rate
in conrection with the Maryborough Hospital
would be 0.65d. in the £1. But. according to
Mr. Demaine, the chairman of the hospital
board this yoar they will nau to increasc
the rate to 1id. in the £1. 'That is a tre-
mendous increase. The people in the country
cennot stand such an incre:se.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Where
did vou get that statement about Mary-
borough?

CLAYTON:

I got it from Mr.
who has gone fully into
and the statement appears in

Mr. Clayton.]

Wie,

the matter,
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the Maryborough ““ Chronicle” of 15th arose at the hospital board meeting, and the
November of this year. The article is  press report states—
headed— “ Councillor Mathison (Woocco): Tt is
“ MODERNISING THE HOSPITAL. getting a very serious thing for the shires.
T o Our function is to make yoads.
ALDERMAN  DEMAINE OUILINES THE “ Alderman Demaine: Your function
PROPOSALS.

“ Further Plans to be Prepared.
Big Increase in Local Authority Rate.

The Spcrersry FoR Pusric Works: That is
for additicnal hospital accommaodation,

Mr. CLAYTON: The increase in rates is
in connection with the building of a new
hospital, but the people on the land are
not in a position to meet this increased
taxation,

Take No. 6 division in the Durrum {Shire,
which is in the Maryborough hospital district:
area. In that division, on a hwh valuation,
we have a general rato of 6d. in the £1, a
Lealth rate of 13d., a Main Roads Board rate
of 24d., and a G1am' le bridge rate of 1s. 8d
in the £1. How are these peoplc going to stax
on the land and meet that taxation? Therce
are other divisions with similar taxation, and
there is also a benefited arca rated for the
Granville bridge. The country people arc
HOW paymg what we might term rents in
connection with their land instead of rates,
as formerly.

I want to deal with the question of the
money which has been borrowed for an up-to-
date hospital in Maryborough. According to
a press report, Mr. Demaine stated—

“In the first place the Government
would have paid the £45,009 invelved in
the Works Department tender without a
murmur. The board modified its plans,
and the job was to be done by tender for

£28,000.”

The Department of Public Works estimated
that it would cost £45,000 to buwild & new
hospital, doctor’s resldence and other thmgs
in connection with the scheme. Mr. Demaine
called tenders for the construction of the hoz-
pital, and afterwards made the statement I
have just quoted. He has gone very carefully
into the matter. He wants a more up-to- dato
hospital, and intends to incur a further ex-
penditure of so: ncwhou» about £16,000 with
which to provide an ecleetric lift, a la.go
kitchen, a hospital laundry, and an ambu-
lance bundmv The present ambulance bu;ld—
ing is to be sold and new board offices are
to be cstablished in the main street in Mary-
borough for the convenience of the secretary
of the board. It seems remarkable that the
estimate of the Department of Public Works
should be so high, and that the work can be
done by contract for so much less, Why did
the depariment draw up such elaborate plans,
which were not needed?

The SroreTaRY FOr PusLic Wonrks: It is
for the hospital committee to say what plans
they want—mnot the Department of Public
Works,

Mr. CLAYTON : The commitfec refused to
accept the plans of the department. They
then got into touch with a private contractor,
who drew up a plan which, if adopted. would
have effected a saving of £12,600. The de-
partment should give consideration to the
matter of getting tenders from contractors,
instead of proceeding on the estimates drawn
up in various Government departments. The
question of the position of shire councils

[Mr. Clayton. L .

33

is to see to the people’s health also.

“ Alderman Demaine went on to say
that, when the buildings now being con-
structed were paid for mext year, the
local authorities would have to incrense
their hospital rate by zd. to cover
interest and redemption.”

The rate this vear, according to Alderman
PDemaine, is 1d. in the £1, snd it is going to
be increased by 4d., so that there will be a
rate of 14d. in connecction with the upkeep
of the Malybomugh Hospital.

At 2 pm.,

Mr. WeIR (Maryborough), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Max-
well in the chair.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I would like to
kuow from the Home Secretury whether
sugar-cane farmers arc debarred from getting
children from the State Children D(\pcut-
ment. My reason fer asking is that a farmer
in my electorate—a married man with no
children and a very nice home indeed—has
made application for ome. One could not
find a bottel home for one of these children.
It is perhaps 50 yards—certainly within 100

vards—of a railway station on ihe raain line
between Mackay and Bowen, 32 miles from
Mackay. On five days in the woek trains go
in and out from Mackay, vet this farmer has
been refused on the ground of the difficulty
of inspection.

Mr. ROBERTS

Mr. SWAYNE: About a guarter of a mile.
I may say that I have heard uncfficially that
the unions are objecting to thess children
being allotted to canc farmers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
not true.

Mr, SWAYNE: Such a home as I have
in my mind would be a very gocd home for
any child; the sugar industry is a very fine
industry ; "and I do not think these cn*ldten
should be debarred from the opportunity of
being brought up in that industry.

: How far is it from a scheol?

That is

Another matter to which I wish to draw
the attention of the Minister is the hcavy
charges which are being imposed on rate-
payers in conncction with health malters.
We all realise that public health is a most
iniportant matter, and should not be trsated
in a cheeseparing manner. On the other
hand, anything can be overdone—even a good
thing—and very heavy taxes and other
charges are being 1mposed on the 1at(1)aycr<
for ohis purpose. It is really onc of the
causes leading to the objection which fortified
the Premier this morning in his answer {a
the hen. member for Burnett about unern-
ployment. The Premier pointed out that 1t
was particularly difficult to deal with the
number of unemployed in the cities; but one

of the reasons for that is that pf\oph, are
being driven off the land, and one of the
factors bringing about that vesulb is the

heavy charges and taxes which are imposed
on ratepayers in the country. The hospital
tax is a tax which should be borne by the
whole community; most certainly it is most
unjust to impose it upon one section only.
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There is another form of taxation which
falls unequally on different sections of the
community. I refer to the cost of health
inspectors.  Years ago the local authorities
appointed their own inspectors. Then, under
instructions from the Department of Public
Health, they appointed another, and now I
understand ancther has been appointed by
the department itself to supervise the inspec-
tors alrcady appointed.

The * Daily Mercury,” published in
Mackay, in a leading article dealing with a
meeting of local authorities at which five
shires were represented, three or four from
my clectorate and one from the Normanby
electorate, said—

“ 1t would appear from the discussion
that the local bodies have very little to
do in the matter but provide the money.
Councillor Wright, of the Broadsound
shire, pointed out that the expenditure
was quite unnecessary in the shire he
represented, as the homesteads are miles
apart, and for an inspector to do work
under such conditions expenditure would
be required that would be very severely
felt by the ratepayers. In Nebo the
expense will be still greater, owing to
thie longer distances to be traversed away
from the railway. Sarina and Mirani
shires will suffer 1n the same way, though
not to the same extent, perhaps, and
Pioneer will have to pay a substantial
amount also.”

The last three shires are fairly thickly
populated, and the difficultics of travelling
would not bo so great. The ‘“ Daily Mer-
cury ”’ continued—

‘“The report that appeared in the
¢ Mercury ' yesterday shows how com-
pletely the local bodies are tied down
by regulations. They succceded after a
long argument in coming to an agree-
ment with the inspector for a trial term
of three months, and it will rest with
him (the inspector), presumably, to say
whether he will continue to work on those
terms or insist upon the salary agreed
upon, with the full scale of extras for
expenses when he travels in the different
shires.”

It has just come to my mind that in one of
these shires the hospital tax absorbed one-
third of the total revenue, and when other
charges arc piled on top of that it becomes
almost an unbearable burden. I have
already said that I do not for one moment
wish to interfere with the efficlency of the
institutions. I have also pointed out that
the public health has to be safeguarded, but
it scems that the matter is being overdone.
I have pointed out that there are too many
regulations, too much red tape, and a
multiplicity of inspectors. It seems that one
or two of the three inspectors might be dis-
pensed with. One good man could do the
work. It is a rather serious matter to the
ratepayers to have these charges aceumulat-
ing one after the other—-nearly every year a
new charge. I would like the Minister to
give serious attention to reducing the charges,
always bearing in mind that there shall be
no decreasc in efficiency. I would also like
him to consider the matter that I first men-
tioned, and inform the Chamber whether
cane farmers are debarred from obtaining
children from the State Children Depart-
ment,

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): 1 desire parti-
cularly to address myself to the cancellation

[24 NOVEMBER.]
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of a ballot granted to the Wyangarie Shire
Council. 1 understand that the hon. member
for Logan dealt with the matter last night
and again this morning; but, unfortunately,
I was not in the Chamber to hear his
vemarks, although I was within the precincts
of the building. I understand that he quoted
some telegrams received by me and my
replies thereto. I have no objection to any
telegrams sent by me being quoted fully
here.

Mr. Kive: I quoted only one telegram—
the one sent by you to the Wyangarie Shire
Council—and 1 quoted it in full.

Mr. RIORDAN: I am very pleased that
the hon. gentleman did quote it in full. I
have a decided objection to a shire clerk
taking the busineéss of the shire out of the
hands of the ratepaycrs; I personally object
to a shire clerk attending a local authority
conference without making any representa-
tion to the member for the district; and I
also object to a shire clerk interviewing
under secretaries and assistant under secre-
taries and inducing them to permit of a
postal ballot being taken without any motion
giving him the mnecessary authority being
passed by the council.

Mr. Kixe: His actions were confirmed at
the subsequent meeting.

At 211 pom.,
The CHAIRMAN resuined the chair.

Mr. RIORDAN : If the hon. member will
allow me to continue, I will show when the
action of the shire clerk was confirmed. As
carly as September, 1926, the shire clerk,
while in Brisbane, interviewed the Assistant
Under Secretary to the Home Department,
and discussed wome matter with him. On
2nd October he received a letter from the
Home Department advising that his appli-
cation on behalf of the council for permis-
sion to conduct the annual elections by postal
ballot had been approved. The matter was
not again brought up until somewhere about
March or April last, when it was found that
the shire clerk’s underhand method of
arranging for a postal ballot was mnot
tolerated, and an appeal was made to me to
assist the council to bludgeon its way
through in respcet to the postal ballot. I
wired back irforming the council and the
shire clerk that, if the application for per-
mission to hold a postal ballot was the result
of something done in open council, it would
have my support. I also sent a reply to a
wire they sent me at that time advising that
I could not support their request for a postal
hallot. The shire clerk applied to the
Assistant Under Secretary for permission to
conduct a postal ballot at the annual elec-
tions without first obtaining the sanction of
his  council. The meeting called for
February lapsed for the want of a quorum.
The council met in March, when the shire
clerk read the letter he had received from the
Home Department advising the couneil that
an amendment of the Local Authorities Act
would be mads to allow local authorities to
conduct postal ballots in sparsely populated
areas, if desired. The question was again
brought forward at the April meeting., v
this time the Minister had been advised of
the irregularity of the action of the clerk.
The shire clerk distinetly admitted that he
had not asked permission of the council
before making a request for a postal ballot
because the councillors, by reason of the fact
that they were potential candidates, had no

Mr. Riordan.]
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right to be consuited, and that he, as return-
ng officer, had full power to decide on the
ost suitable form of election. Could any
paid servant of the ratepavels make a state-
ment more ridiculous? The shire clerk
ignored the instruction of his chairman and
the deputy chairman, because I have here a
vesolution ihat was carried at a previous
meeting

Mre, Eixa:

Wkhat date was that?
Ir. RIORDAN : 1 have not the exact date,
therefore I cannot give it to the hon. gentle-
man, but it was prior to August, when the
annual conference of the Liocal Authorities’
Association is usually held. Mr. Murray was
and Mr. Bruce Carter deputy
an of the meeting, at which this
motionl was carried—
*“ That the conference be asked to place
a motion on its agenda paper whercby
the postal ballot system be disallowed at
councit elections. >
That motion was moved by the chairman and
seconded by the deputy chairman of the
council. Does the hon. member think that I
am going to support any shire clerk in taking
business out of the hands of the council? My
wire to the council clearly indicated that, if
they wanted a postal ballot, they must con-
form to the provisions of the Act and decide
uporn: the matter in open council—not aJow
the shire clerk to take the whole mdttur in
his hands. There is no necessity for me to
read the cxchange of wires wnlch took place
because the hon. mewmber for Logan has
already dealt with them. They nrove that
my assistance was sought after the council
found itself up gan‘st a poﬂuoa crented
by the underhand methods of the shire clerk.
A public meeting was afterwards called to
protest aguinst the cancellation. That meet-
ing was attﬂr\ded by twenty or thirty mem-
bers of the progress association, althougl
there were 1nany othnr ratep::yels in the
shire deserving of representation on such a
matter. The conduct of the ballet does ot
reflect  credit upon the Wryangarie Shire
Council. Mr. Murray, who had been chair-
man for muny years, was defeated for the
position on an anti-shire clerk vote. It is
all very well for the hon. member for Logsn
to say that the postal ballot was cancelled
because of representations by the Australian
Workers’ Union. The Ausfralian Workers’
Union never came into the matter at any
stage.
Mr. King: I corrected myself and
the Australian Labour Party.

3Mr. RIORDAN: The Australian Lahour
Party ran candidates, and was success ful in

said

getting three and a-half returned.
(Laughter.)

My, Roprris: Where does the half come
in?

Mr. RIORDAXN: Because the fourth man

was elected on the vote of the roturning
officer. TFor weeks following the date of
polling  the  present  chairman, M.
McGovern, could get no results, and no
candidate could get any information regard-
ing the poll. I understand protests wore
made to the HMome Department regarding

the conduct of the poll. Personally, T did
not wish to be involved, because it wns
largely a domestic question.

Then they tried to use the hon. membher
for Logan, who, I underst‘md is the solicitor
of the Local Authorities’ Association. in order

to carry on their campalgn here after Mr.

v, Riordan.
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Murray, the chairman, and Mr, Carter, the
deputy  chairman, had moved a motion
for the abolition of the postal ballot. A
council which put on the agenda paper a
resolution, which was carried, that a postal
baliot should not be adopted and then carried
a reszolution for a postal ballot, would make
the whole matter ridiculous. The shire
clerk is running the show, and, had the
ballot been conducted by post, I am sure
that not 10 per cent. of the worker: in the
district would have had an opportunity cof
exercising the franchise, for the simple reason
that some of these people reside at hotc?s and
others shift from shed to shed, and, having
no permanent address, would Eave no meins
of getting ballot papers. The ballot paper
would be posted to the address on the roil,
although probably the elector would not be
at that address. Most of these people take
an interest in local authority affairs and come
into the town of Richmond, and & very heavy
vote was polled there on the day of the clec-
tion. If the Orxder in Council had not been
cancelled at the request of the ratepayers of
the Wyangarie Shire Council, there would

have been a higger row in this Chamber over
the matter than there is at the present time
I strongly object, and
Alould

over the cancellation.
1 think cvery member of this House
object, to any underhand moethods
tampering with thf‘ franchisa grut
G sver ument nder the Local Aut
councils have the decency to carry a
motion asgking for permission from the Heme
Beerctary to car l" out their poll kv post, but
this man cvidently wants to run the council
and run the counciliors, and has done so for
the last threo year:. I i
going tn get on with the new councitlors. In
the pasit h'* has run the councillors, and he
endeavoured to do the same at Suiut
a result was given the whisper to
same cther plage.

My, XKixg: Ile was neot removed., e
applied for and got another job.
iy, RIORDAN : We all know about people
'mplvlr-rr for another job. I do not wa
to deal with him, as I believe in a pol
of live and let live but, if he is going tc:
tlv to put %0"11[:'[:11}]”‘ over me, I

the hon. men:ber for Lorma a full knc
of the man who is 'mtmg as cicerk
Wyangarie Shire Council.

My, KING (Logea): The hon. member
has been snnakm" all the time ﬂ\"th his
ngue in i That is firm belief.

is altogether wrong in sssurning that
Gook this action oun his own
account. e was acting for the ceuncil.
Let me recapitulate the facts of
In the pluea, the eclerk was
Brisbane mnrl saw Mr. L,huter and d
the matter with him. Mr. C‘hu*ow'

to make application. Le did ma.\e applica-
tion—not under the direction of the CQle"’ll

but on hehalf of the council, asz reiurnin

e
o tark
¢ clerk

officor.

Mr. Rioppax: He never had any perimis-
sion from the council.

Mr. KING: He never had any pormis

sion, but he made application on behalf of

the council. This is the way the letter

star /S—— .

Referring to my conversation with

you of recent date, I beg res poctfnhv to

makn application on behalf of the Wyan-
garie Shire Counecil.”

Mr. Wer: Fle had no authority
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Mr. KING: Never mind
That wes in September. Ile a reply
in September, and at the October mecting
that letter was discussed by the full couneil,
with the c¢xception of one member, Mr.
llewelyn, who was not present at the open-
ing of “the meeting, and did not attend until
the afternoon.

about that.
g ot

The letter from the Home Department was
discussed at the council meeting. I will
read it—

“¥ have the honour, by direction, to
irform you that Fis Iixeell ency "the
Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice of
the Exccutive Council, has been pleased
to direct that wher a poll is required to
be taken in the shires of Bauhinia, Bun-
gil, and Wyangarie it be taken in the
mode prescribed in Rules 46 to 62 cf tho
Third Schedule to the Local Authorities

. Acts, 1902-1925 (Postal Ballot).”

That was written on 18th September,
1826, and was discussed at the October meet-
ing. It is Mr. Llewelyn who is causing all
the trouble now. Later on, at the November

meeting, prior to the execation of the
minutes, the full details of the minutes were
sent to every member of the council, and
there was not a single objection. Nothing
more was said until March last, when the
hen, member for Burke was asked to inter-
fere. Ry whom was he asked to interfere?
The hon. member for Burke took action and
saw the Heme Secretary, who, acting on the
information given him by that hon. Tnember,
cancelled the proclamation. He never made
inguiries.

The IIOME SECRETARY: I
from the council.

ir., KING: The Home Secretary did not
ask the clerk of the Wyangarie Shire Council
whether his action was endorsed by the
council or not, but he toock it that it wss not.
He ought o have ascertained whether it was
endorsod, Tt was endorsed at the subsequent
meetings in October and November. The
shire eclerk’s action was confirmed by the
member: of the council with the cxception
ol one.

Mr. RIiorpan: How Is
were surprised in March
clovk read the letter
October.

Mr. KING: I cannot understand
It mu+t have been thc new council.

Mr. RiorpAN: No,

3r. KING: If the hon. member consults
the minutes, he will see that the letter was
discussed, and there could not have been
any surprise on the part of the members of
the council. The members of the counecil
were so disgusted at the trcatment they had
received in connection with the postal ballot
that they thought it was uscless to have it
discussed and 1t might as well be declared
off. They looked upon it as a dead letter,
and absolutely worthless, and that is V\hV
they asked to have it declared off, I hap-
pened to be at the confercnce, and know
what took place there.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): The only weak-
ness about the argument of the hon. mem-
ber for I.ogan is the surprise of the whole
of the councillors at the letter read by the
shire clerk at the March meeting. They
were all astounded. I have not met one

.

made inguiries

it the councillors
when the shire
he had received in

that.

it was not.
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in favour
I know that Mr.

of the old councillors who was
of the postal ballet.
Murray, the chairman, was hostile to it.
He was surprised when he heard that it
was proposed to conduct the ballot by post.
H& was away at the time. He said the
majority of the council were opposed to the
elcction of candidates by postal ballot, as it
left itself open to bad practices and defeated
the object of the franchise given to the
people. The election later by the council
was really a vote of censure on the
shire clerk. The hon. member tries to gloss
it over. The facts arc thab the
[2.30 p.m.] ratersayers’ association held a
public meeting, but there was no
discussion by members of the council. The
ratepayers’ association could not get one
member returned. Although the Australian
Labour TParty candidates, in spite of the
whole of the criticism and intrigue and
cfforts to get them squelched for something
which it was said they were trying to do
“underhand,” polled a majority of the votes
in the town, it was weeks before they could
get any knowledge of what had taken place
in the country districts. The balloting in
the country districts was an aluclute farce.
Fven the man who is now chalvman was
most perturbed and hoped that the ballot
would have boen caneslled, and I believe
that, if anybody had liked to interest himself
in the matter and kick up a row and have
an inquiry made into the conduct of the
Mhon it would have been declared null
and void. In regard te this  pure merino”
shire clerk, I am sure that he has rnot the
confideiice of the people now on the couneil,
and the reason whr the resoluticn ob_]cctmg
to the postal ballot was sent down to the
Local Authorities’ Conference is that the
council as a whole believe in allowing a
nan to go to the ballot-box and record his
vote at a serret ballot as allowed in other
forms of election. I feel sure that, if the
Home Seceetary investigates the case, he
will find that these are the facta.

Mr. KERR (Froggcera): I realise that the
Home Secretary has jurisdiction over some
of our most Important departments. I
frankly admit that he uses a great deal of
common sense and sympathy in admlmﬂtermﬁ
kis department, but we can go too far In
regard to charity, although perhaps the
establishment of new activities under the
Home Secretary’s Depariment warrants the
increase of £50,000 in the expenditure com-
pared with a few years ago. That is
exclusive of outdoor relief, which possibly
will be discussed at a later stage. It is
not generally realised that the Government
bave taken a good deal of credit for what
they term humanitarian legislation, whereas
the receipt by the Home Secrctary’s office of
the “ Golden Casket” money has more than
equalled the total appropriation for all the
hospitals, including the base hospitals in
Brisbane, - Rockhampton, etc., and several
other institutions, paying all the salaries of
the nurses, and the directors or superinten-
dents in each case, thus relieving the revenue
of the State.

Mr. HarTLEY: Don’t be silly.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
are rambling.

You

AMr. KERR: The totwl net procceds from
the © Golden Casket” in 192627 were
215,000, whereas the total appropriation

for these charitable institutions amounted

My, Kerr.]
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to £186,778, showing that not a great deal
of credit is due to ithe Government for
utilising revenue for hospital purposes. 1f
is not a question of whether I believe in the
““(3olden Casket’ or otherwise. It is just
as well for the people to understand that
it is not through the generosity of the
Treasury that these things are done. The
payments have been made out of another
fund which in the long run relieves the
Government of the payment of a consider-
able amount of money.

in common with other members of the
Opposition, I desire again to voice my
objection to the hospital tax. I can hardly
conceive that another session of Parliament
has passed and no endeavour is_made to
remove this inquitious taxation. It is well
known that each year the hospitals estimate
their receipts and their expenditure—in most
cases the expenditure is in excess of the
receipts—and the balance is made up by a
contribution of 60 per cent. by the Govern-
ment, and a contribution of 40 per cent. by
the local authorities. 1 cannot understand
the adoption in a democratic country, far
lesy by an allegedly democratic party, of a
principle providing for the upkeep of hospi-
tals by taxation on land. On the face of it,
anyone with knowledge at all will re Ldily
realise that the only proper way to maintain
our hospitals is by a tax on the incomes of
the people. Many people to-day are finding
it extremely difficult to pay their rates, and,
whether they be poor or rich—a number of
them are on the basic wage—they must
share in the responsibility of meeting the
precept levied on the local authorities. That
is a grave injustice not only to the people
in the country who make a living from the
land, but to the workers in the cities of
Queensland After having the leglsla,tlon
in existence for so long, and after receiving
so many protests practically throughout the
length and breadth of Queensland, the Go-
vernment should recognise that something
is wrong. The taxation is wrong in prin-
ciple, and that in itself should be a sufficient
reason why the Government should alter
the legislation. The municipal rates and the
water rates within the metropolitan area
are extremely heavy and a burden upon the
people. I do not know on what ground the
present hospital tax can be justified. It has
been argued—it is the only argument that
can be advanccc}»that there are many people
who do not possess property but reside in
flats, and that this practice is on the increase,
It is argued that there are men of wealth
who are able to live in comfort without
incurring the responsibility of a home, and
that they are not paying anything towards
the upkeep of the hospitals, notwithstanding
the fact that they are permanent residents
of Qucensland.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusnic WORBKs:
pays the 60 per cent.
vernment ?

Mr. XKERR: In somc cases people are
subject to a double tax. Why should some
people be called upon to make a double
payment when others pay nothing at all?
It is no argument to say that the 60 per
cent. is paid by the people to whom I have
referred. The Gover nment should not forget
that their best argument is not to say that
these people pay The tax, because in many
cases these people are subject to a double
tax.

[My. Kerr.

Who
provided by the Go-
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The Secrerary rorR Pusric Worxs: Your
party in Western Australia imposed a wages
tax.

Mr, KERR: I do not_care what they did
in Western Australia. It is a wrong prin-
mpln to impose a hospital tax on that section
of the people who happen to own their
homes. There are up to fifty hotels in Bris-
bane whose accommodation is taxed by
permanent boarders, and it is not fair or
reasonable to think that these people should
be totally exempt from the payment of this
tax.

The SEcreTarY FOR Purnic Works: Where
docs the hotelkeeper get his money from to
pay the tax? I suppose it falls down from
the sky?

Mr. KERR: The hon.

derful !

I listened with a good deal of attention to
the remarks of the hon. member for Bulimba,
who is a Government represenlative on the
Tire Brigades Board. For some years the
progress associations at Newmarket, “Alderley,
Inoggera, and Gaythorne have been agitat-
ing for the establishinent of a fire station in
the district, I am glad to know that their

gentleman is wou-

_representations have received the favourable

consideration of the board. I understand
from the hon. member for Bulimba that the
Brisbance fire district is being extended to
embrace Enoggera and that a sub-station
will be established at Alderley. I hope
the Brisbane City Council will place no
obstacle in the way of having the old council
chambers there placed at “the disposal of
the brigade for housing the sub-station. It
is a most suitable spot. A fire station is
absolutely essential in that district. It was
gratifying to hear that the sub-station is
to be controlled by a permanent staff. I
hope that the decision of the board will
be consummated at an early date.

I wish to bring forward one other matter
on this vote. It is in relation to the ferry
at Moggill, which provides access between
the Brisbane and Ipswich sides of the river.

A difference at present exists betwecen the
Brisbane and Ipswich city councils over the
matter. It is the old story of divided control
which the Brisbane City Council has evi-
dently not overcome. I desire to know if
the Government have any well-defined policy
to meet such cases. It is useless for the twa
councils to come together, as their view-
points are d1ametucahy opposed to each
other. I would suggest to the Home Secre-
tary that he should call representatives of
the two bodics together, hear their views
on the question, and then lay down some
principle as a solution of the trouble. The
Moggill ferry serves a large number of
farmers in my electorate, and enables them
to take their cream and produce across
the river. There is no reason why this ferry
should not be made a free ferry. We have
our free ferries in the city, but I under-
stand that the Ipswich Council is the stum-
bling block. That council contends that the
people on the Moggill side of the river
utilise the ferry to a greater extent than
the people on the Ipswich side, and, there-
fore, the ferry exists mainly in their
interests. The dispute should not be allowed
to continue [rom month to month. It is
the duty of the councils to face their respon-
sibility, and I hope the Home Secretary
will take suitable action to end the dispute.

-
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Mr. LLOYD (Kelvin Grove): It is difficult
to take seriously one of the statements made
by the hon. member for Enoggera. The
hon. member stated that a person living in
a flat does not pay rates. I have had my
rent raised twice while living in a flat and
on cach occasion was told that the reason
was an increase in rates, so that it is most
absurd to say that tenants do not pay rates.
Pcople who cenduct residentials do not let
rooms or flats on lease except for short
periods, and they do not do it as a hobby.

Mr. Kear: Some people that I know of
have 2 twelve-months’ lcase of a flat at a
flat rate.

Mr., LLOYD: The charge for rates must
be passcd on.

With regard to a certain matter mentioned
by the hon. member for Wynnum regarding
the death of a child under circumstances
which, if the statements outlined are sub-
stantiated, point to certain unsatisfactory
conditions in the Wattlebrae Hospital and
the other hospitals concerned, I do not dis-
pute anything that the hon. gentleman says;
in farct, I believe that it was literally correct.
In order, however, that there should be no
misanderstanding as to the position of the
Hospitals Board, I should like to make it
clear that it is no fault of the bosrd that
that matter was not exhaustively investi-
gated some months ago. I will read from
the minutes of the board a statement by the
President of the Hospitals Board—

““ Mr. Barnes had previously made a
complaint to me as chairman of the
Hospitals Board by telephone. I immedi-
ately drew up a memorandum setting
out statements made from the parents
of the child, and requested the general
medical  superintendent to furnish a
report.  Upon receipt of the report I
wiructed the manager to send a copy
to Mr. Barnes with the intention of also
bringing the matter before the beard.
In the meantime Mr. Barnes saw
Mr. Mackay and followed his interview
with a request for an inquiry. Mr.
lackay next brought the matter under
my notice. After reading Mr. Barnes's
request I telephoned him and made the
suggestion that he should get a person
skilled in taking statements to take a
statement from the parents of the child
as then there would be something definite
upon which to settle the subject mattors
of inquiry., Mr. Barnes agreed to my
suggestion. In the meantime ths matter
came before the board which decided to
defer consideration of the matter until
a statement or some communication was
recaived  from the department.  After
ral attempts I managed to get
Mr. Barnes on the telephone on Wednes-
day last, when he informed me that the
parents would not proceed further with
the matter as they were afraid they
might cause harm to the nurses. T
pointed out to Mr. Barnes it made it
impossible for the board to prosccute an
inguiry if the complainants were not
prepared to proceed with their com-
plaints, with which Mr. Barnes agreed.
I propose to submit a copy of this
memorandum to the board at its next
meeting.”

A copy  was accordingly submitted and
recorded in the transactions of the board.
Since then Mr. Barnes has induced the
parents to make a complete statement and

19274k
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the fullest investigation will be made into
the matter. X should like to make it clear
that I do not for one moment suggest that
the hon. member for Wynnum in any way
misrepresented the position, but in case an
impression should get abroad that the Bris-
kane and South Coast Hospitals DBoard
treats matters like this lightly. I have made
the statement that I have on the matter.

Something has been said concerning the
disregard of traffic rules in the streets of the
metropolis, and doubtless in other large
centres of this State. There is one matter
which 1 have not heard mentioned, and that
is the serious inconvenience, and in some cases
the danger to pedestrian traffic by pavemenis
in the city being blocked up by enclosures for
building purposes. We have an illustra-
tion of that at the corner of George and
Quecen streets, where a good deal of the
pavement is enclosed for building purposes.
It cannol possibly be necessary that, during
the whole process of the erection of a
building like that, so much of the pave-
ment should be enclosed. Taking a glance
inside one cannot see any reason why the
work that is being done within that enclosed
space should rot be done elsewhere. Cer-
tainly there should be some protection of the
public against accident by objeciz falling on
them from above. But that could be done
by putting a strong roof over the pavement.
As for the work of trimming blocks of stone.
mixing concrete, and odds and ends like
that, that could be done somcwhere else. 1
do not know whether the contractor pays
rent for the pavement or not, but even if he
does, there are other far more =uitable
places where that work could bz carried on.

The SrcrEtsry For PUBLIC Womrks: The
contrector gets permission from the Council

Mr. LLOYD: He gets permission from
the City Council, but the Home Secretary
is the Minister who has general control of
all these matters, and T think I am not
straining the rules of debate too far in draw-
ing attention to this, because the control
of traffic has Leon discussed at some length,
and it must be a serious inconvenience to
those motorists—there are some motorists who
do not wish to run over pedestrians if they
can possibly help it—it must be an incon-
venience to motorists of that desirable kind
to have the rather narrow part of the
straet which should be reserved for wheel
traffic used by pedestrians, and the pavement
blocked up. I trust the officials in the Home
Department, who are concerned with local
government matters will get in touch with
the City Council and, if necessary, with other
councils throughout the State and find ont
if there is not some way of avoiding the
serious nuizance and serious danger to traffic
by forcing pedestrians to go on to the
middle of the street.

With regard to the traffic laws, I think
we have enough laws at the present time.
The question is as to their enforcement. On
all sides we find traffic law disregarded, not
because of any want of alertness or efficiency
on the part of the police, but because there
are not enough police to cope with the
breaches of the traffic laws. The rules of
the road, particularly the rule about leep-
ing to the left side of the track, are being
disregarded at every corner except where
a uniformed policeman is on duty. They
are even disregarded at the entrance to
Parliament House. The other night I barely

Mr. Lloyd.]
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escaped being run over by a car coming
through the entrance on the right-hand side.
It was only by #pringing on to a flower b
that 1 spared the State the expense and
inconvenience of a by-election.

The matter of push bikes has been men-
tioned. As long as push bikes keep on the
part of the road rescrved for wheel traffic 1
do not kncw that they are of very much
danger to people other than their riders.
But the practice is becoming general to ride

push bikes along the pavements, and the
Common‘vealth Government is amongst the
greatest offenders in this mattsr, because
we see telegraph boys riding on push bikes
across the pavements in the hoart of the
city. In other parts of the city where the
population does not warrant the whole of
the pavement being asphalted, the counecil
asphalt half of 1t, and that portion is so
hequently used by cyclists in order to get
a smooth track that young childr
walking along and sometimes plaring on
the m)hal‘\d part are constantly in danger.
If one reports the matter to t‘xc police it
will receive atjention, but the police have so

many things in hand that it is impossitle
for them to aiiend to all cases of breach of

v, IHowever, it Is no usz issuing
fresh instructions on *he matter, as there
are plenty of 1 given Iveamv
Hvery person wheo is duvnw r trav

in & whecled xcmcle knows that *h
the road is to keep to the left.
knows that unless there is a
policeman in the middle of the
driver keeps to the necarest coynsr spec-
tive of whether that corner is the right or
the left, The remedy for the present posi-
tion is to stremgthen the police fores. Of
course, we all know the diffieulty, but it is
said—I do not know with w correctness—
that certain Government departments have
labour w mc-1 might be dispensed with., If
s0, it would be a good idea to trs to
tain whether there are young m:

physique and intelligence in

oilier denarbments = ho might be

into the police force. Tnu

aualification required w t be relaxed in
regard, say, to chest measuremert where

there we; oth"“ compensating cualifications,
If there are dep vich need deflat-

ing, I think swcuething 1mtrht b~ done in
that diveciion. The poLce foree at the
present time is undermanned, dnu if that

state of things continues we mav get into a
vory servious pesition indeed in Quﬂwslapd
¢ own electerate is particularly unfortu-
vate in that respect. It has as big a popu-
lation as many couatrv towns which
perhaps, three or four policemen a‘»ahbu,
but my electorate has got only one police-
man. He is an exceptionally capable man,
but he is only human. And some day some-
thing will happen at one end of the district
while the policeman is at the other end.
1 am not suggesting that my electorate is
worse than some other places. It takes me
all my time to attend to my ovn electorate,
and I have not time to ¢ stickybheak” into
other places, but T know perfecﬂv well that
the man who is there is doing singlehandad
work thet ought to be done by three men.
Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): 1 would iike
to refer to the unfairness of the Hospitals
Act. We know how unjustly the incidence
of this Act falls upon the ratepavers, who
are first of all asked to pay 40 ner cent, of
.‘l\e upkeep of the hospitals through the

[Mr. Lloyd.
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local authorities, and then, on the top of
that, have to pay their share of the other
60 per cent., while, on the other hand, many
salaried men who possibly have larger
incomes than the ratepayers themselves, get
out of paying anything at all for the upkeep
of the hospitals. I hope the time when that
will be altered is not far distant.

[3 p.m.]

There are worse features in  the
administration of the Hospitals Act than
appear on the surface. I had occasion te
introduce to the Secretary for Public Works,
when he was in the Nanango district some
time ago opening a butter factory, a deputa-
tion, who pointed out to him the difficulties
the Nanango hospital was labouring under.
It was definitely shown to the Minister on
that occasion that 80 per cent. of the patients
who use the Nanango hospital come from
territory where the ratepayers help to pay
for the upkeep of the Toowoomba hospital.
I do not know what the Minister did in the
matter, but he made a general promise that
he would put it before the Home Depart-
ment. In a case like that I think it is
zbsolutely unjust to ask the Nanango hos-

pital committee to carry on its work., Some
ﬂ]tmytion should be made in the boundarics
when 80 per cent. of the paticents come from
a dlS”rlC" which is taxed for the ux)kcep of
another hospital miles away and in a
different district altogether. A similar con-
dition of things obtains at the other end
of t'nr‘ Soutkern Burnett. Many of the
people who are paying for the Lmkeep of
tho Gympie hosp}tal under the operations of
the Hospitals Act are using the Wondai
hospital. They do not go to the Gympie
kospital at all. These two instances show

10w unjustly tha Act is working out. If all
hespit wore under the Act, I suppose
these difficulties could be adjusted so that

there would be less nqustlce than at present;
but, while some of the hospitals remain
outside and are managed }*y committess
who provide for their upkeep-—and they do
make very big eflorts to seer that the hos-
pitals in the countrr distri are well
equipped—the people who use them and help
to pry for them should not be taxed for
the upkecep of district hospitals under the
Act. Why it should be so year after year
is beyond me. The Government should take
the matter in hand immediately and try to
bring aboui some alteration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORE
question of altering shirve boundaries.

Mr. EDWARDS: I am told that it
requires the alteration of only three words
in the Act, and, if that is se, I think it
snould be dene at once. I am sure the
er retary for Public Works, when he 1ece1ved

hat deputation, was partlculary struck by
the difficulties the Nanango people are
labouring under. He could not be otherwise.

Itisa

- The hospital boundary was only a few miles

from where he was sitting at the time. If
the people beyond that boundary did not go
to the Nanango hospital, they would come

to the Brizbane hospital or- the Ipswich
hospital, or to a hospital in some district
nearer Brisbane. It scems that little care

ard attention has been given to defining the
boundaries, and in the interests of cdountry
hospitals, T hepe the Home Secretary wﬂj
go into the matter immediately, with a view
te trying to relieve the people of this
injustice. He must know that the upkeep
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of many of our country hospitals is a big
strain on the people, seeing that they have
to contribute to the upkeep of one hospital
from which they receive no benefit whatever,
and are also subscribers to the hospital they
are using. That scems to be altogether
unfair.

I wish to imake some comment on our
trafic by-laws and the control of traffic
within the city area. I think that the whole
of our difficulty is created by 2 per cent. or
a little more of the drivers of motor vehicles.
Very often young lads are in charge of
heavy motor lorries, and they are not pre-
pared to give an ordmarv motor driver his
share of the road, to which he is justly
entitled. I have seen accidents averted by
just a hair’s breadth. 1t seems to be the
pestima of these heavy motor lorry drivers
to see how near they can shave a lighter
vehicle without striking it. One can also
witness such practices in the city of Bris-
Lane. If these erratic drivers were rudely
awakened to the necessity for common sense,
and it was impressed upon them that they
must Leen to thexr proper side of the road
aud te AP no risks, we would remedy a lot
of our trafic difficulties. Anyone who is
obs rvant will notice motor cuzrs traversing
a got corner as if their one object was
to shave the people on the footpath as closely
as possible. That is a most dangerous
practice, and it is a wonder that more
accider:ts have not occurred on these corners.
I am sure that the close approach of the
vehicles to the footpaths is not due to
inability lO drive, but is in defianeo of the
law, and done with a view to showing how
near they can approach to the pedestrians
and the u'rH:e" vehicles, 1 hnpc that every
effort will be mude by the police to sce that
these reckless drivers—they are ozly a very
rorcentige—keep  to proper
in the load "Jaltlc‘ﬂcul“ in heavy

sma H

v, FI. M. BUBSSHLL (Teombul): As a
tro,)mltan mevnbw there are one or
mattus that appeal to me, and on wi
T feel that I should e‘mlus my opinion.
Dealing first of all with traffic problems
it must be admitted that the duties of the

police are becoming more mmcurm' year by

}cal‘ as motor traffic grow It must be
admitted that, with the scanty force at
their disposal, the Police Department is

doing very well. I would suggest, for the
safety of pedestrians, that in large centres
of population, particularly in Briskane, the
regulations regarding stopping placos might
be altered comsiderably. The system adopted
pertaining to the tramways in Brisbane is
that in Queen street, for cxample, trams
stop only at the beginning and end of the

section, and also at the Post Office. Those
are eom')ulw)a v stopping places. In view
of the increasing moter traffic and the

danger to pedestrians, it would be wise
to insist on further stopping places in streets
like Queen street to enable the traffic police-
man to direct the vehicular and pedestrian
traflic more eastly. The policemun on trafiic
duty in Queen street does his best to hold
the traffic for a moment for the convenience
of the pedestrians; but the latter are in
feur of their lives because great number:
of motor drivers disregard the policeman
and a gesd deal of misunderstanding arises
in consequence. It is no good them arguing
after the event.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: A good
deal of the trouble is caused because pedes-
trians will not watch the traffic.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: There is 2 growing
custom with pedestrians to cross the streets
at the corners; but such corners as the
intersections of Queen and Creek streets,
Queen and HEdward streets, and Queen and
Wharf streets are very bad corners, The
policemen at those points have very great
dificulty in centrolling the trafficc  The
pedestrians endeavour as far as possible
to conform to the tralfic regulations. I
admit there are exceptions, and that a good
deal more educatxon is required to prevent
pedestrians from ‘¢ jay Waqlking’ 1 would
suggest that compulsory stopping places in
busy thoroughfares be marked by bands of
white cement in the concrete or bitumen
roads, such as we see in the larger cities
of the world. That is a fixture, and, being
white, does mot wear off like paint and is
easily discernible. While the “ gilent cop*’
serves a useful purpose it is, nevertheless,
a great menace to the life of pedestrla,ns.
One such “ cop ”’ is to be found at the corner
of Tlizabeth and Creek streets, and, while
it serves to direct traffic into certain chan-
nels, nevertheless the pedestrian crossing the
strect there is at times faced with traffic
coming four ways. In my opinion, the
‘eop’’ there accentuates the trouble. It
will be necessary at these busy corners to
.unply further fraflic pelicemen who, after
all, szrc the bhest guarantm for the safe"y
of the pedestrian. The “silent cop” can
be u‘cilis°d at corners where the pedestrian
traffic is less dense than at the corners I
have enumerated.

The regulation concerning the switch of
the tail lighs is m,uto rwm. The driver
in order to pxo;cct himself now has only
to switech off his teil hght 11Pmec.1ately,
but I sec no necessity why the tail Ivght
should be transferred from H vear of the
mudguard to the centre of tie back of
the ca It is not convenient for a great
uumber of the cars to adopt this alteration.
“ery often it will be found that certain
types of cars have elaborate gear at the
back to hold the spare “hf\e which is
fastened to Lhe frume of the car. The regula-
tions have o'sn altered teo many times
and the poon e have becoms somewhat exas-
perated at the frequent chang

I gee ro resson why any owner of a car

shouid be compelled to shift his ¢:il Hght

and his number plate fronl the rear of thb
muo'ruard to the middle of the back of the
car. 1 would suggest that where it would
involve extensive structural alterations the
owners of cars which have tail lights and
number plates affixed a$ the rear of the mud-
uard should be allowed to retain them in
that position, as it will not hinder the traffic
police to allow that to continue for the
present,

In regard to the peint raised by the hon.
member for Toowong, the Minister was
rather brief in his reply. Whethsr the hon.
gentleman prefers to wait the rosult of the
examination by expsrts we do not know,
Lut the fact remains that the public is very

uiensy regarding the alleged pollution of
the river at Luggage Point. We are
irzdebted to the Commissioner of Publie

Health for calling the attention of the com-
munity to what he considers is a menace. I
zather from his report that he is rather

HMr. I M. Bussell.]
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inclined to think that this continued pollu-
tion will become a menace to the public
health. The matter has been referred to the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, which says that it will appoint a body
of experts to examine the position.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That
board has appointed a committee which is
now 'inquiring into the matter.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Within one mile
of Luggage Point there is certain contamina-
tion that is undesirable for the fishing in
those waters. Under the scheme adopted four
years ago, when treatment works were
erected at Luggage Point, the idea was that
the sewage should be so treated that the
cffluent would be innocuous and practically
colourless, Great diversity of opinion
existed as to what system should be followed
in the disposal of the sewage, one section of
opinion favouring the treatment at sewage
farms, whilst another section was of opinion
that 1t should be disposed of in a similay
manner to what is operating to-day. A large
section of the public was somewhat alarmed
when it was learned that it had beon decided
to discharge the effluent at Luggage Point,
great hostility being displayed to the idea.
It was felt—and rightly so I think—that
it would be unwise to discharge the effluent
into the river at all; that it should be carried
away, and, if possible, discharged in desp
water.  On the assurance that the effluent
would be innocuous and practically colour-
less after it had been treated by the activated
sludge process, the board found that to
operate a scheme havirg a maximum
capacity of 5,000,000 gallons a day would
cost £38,000 per annum. It was decided,
therefore, on the advice of Colonel Longley,
who was then attached to the Coramonwealth
Department of Health, not to preceed with
the original project on the score of economs,
but to treat the sewage in ths manner in
which it is being treated to-day.

Instead of the activated sludge process
being carried out as was primarily designed,
sedimentation tanks are being used, with
the result that the escaping effuent is passed
into the river—not colourless and not innocu-
ous. In fact, it has been stated guite rccently
that the effluent is practically raw sewago.
Public attention has been called to this
nuisance, but the board seems to be scep-
tical, and it is of the opinion that it is
not necessary to go to such a large expense
in making the effluent innocucus. The
board may be right. T hope so. At any rate,
the situation demands the fullest inquiry,
becauss our ‘main consideration must be the
preservation of the public health. If it
had been thought in the first instance thaf
our river was going to be polluted with a
nocuous and dark fluid, T venture to say that
the present sewerage scheme would not have
been adopted. We never thought for one
moment that we were going to have at the
very entrance to the city this nocuous efluent
being discharged into the river. It is no
advertisement to the city, and it must be
a great nuisance to the people living in
the neighbourhood,

The SEcrRETARY FOR PunLIC WoRKS: Where
do other cities discharge their sewage?

Mr. H. M. RUSELL: The great cities of
the world do not discharge their sewage at
their front door.

The Secrerary For Pusnic Womks: In
America they run it into the big lakes right
alongside the city.

[Mr. H, M. Russell.
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A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Lakes from which
they get their water.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The lakes of

America are of considerable size.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Moreton Bay.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL : Many of the {resh
water lakes in America are many times
larger than Morcton Bay. The position is
exemplified by a letter which appears in this
morning’s “ Daily Mail.” The opinion 1is
offered there that the present conditions at
Luggage Point are sufficient to render innocu-
ous In its effects all the effluent for many
years to come by the process of enormous
dilution and oxidisation. I think I voice
the opinion of those who live in the neigh-
bourhced, and particularly of the people
who live at Cribb Island, Nudges Beach,
and probably Sandgate, when I say that by
the continuous discharge of this cffiuent at
Luggage Point the foreshores of these sea-
side resorts will be contaminated. We cun-
not afford to run any risk whatever, and,
if there is the slightest doubt about this
cffluent being innocuous, it is the bounden
duty of the board to recctify the danger,
and the Government must see to it that
the treatment works are operated in accord-
ance with the original idea and the effluent
discharged into the river and made abrolutely
innocuous and colourless, But if on expert
examination it is found that our fears are
groundless, then no one desires to saddle
the beard with further expenditure, because
already it has a pretty hard row to hoe. It
is at 1ts wits’ end to make ends meet, and
no one is desirous of increasing the burden
at present on the shoulders of the ratepayers.
The hon. member for Wynnum stated that,
in his opinion, the forcshores of Wynnum.
whieh is carrying a very large population
to-day, also would probably be affected by
this effluent. It stands to rcason that as
the city grows in population, and as our
sewerage system extends to all the suburbs.
before many years are over the treatment
works will be called vwpon to deal with a
maximum quantity of 5,000,000 gallons a
day, and, if that effiuent is allowed to escape
into the river without proper treatment, it
must cause considerable damage to the fore-
shores I have mentionced.

Mr. HANLON (7¢thaca): I have a sugges-
tion to make to the Minister to which I
hope ho will be able to give some considera-
tion—that is with regard to the issning and
renewing of motor-driving licenses. At the
beginning of the year there is a great deal
of inconvenience causcd to drivers through
the crush at the traffic office to get their
licenses renewed. The Minister might welt
arrange for rcnewal licenses to be given at
police stations in the different police districts
in which motor-driving license holders live.
Whilst it is quite necessary for a persomn,
when he first applies for a license, to attend
st the traffic office and be tested as to his
knowledge of driving by-laws and regula.
tions and the control of his machine, that is
not mnecessary for the driver who already
holds a license. A great deal of the con-
gestion and iInconvenience to the public
causad by having to renew licenses at the
beginning of the year at the traffic office ix
Brishane could be obviated by having the
licenses renewed at the various police stations
around Brisbane. I hope the Minister will
be able to arrange for this to be done.

So is
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There has been considerable criticism ot
the traffic regulations in Brisbane, and
want to draw attention to what I consider
the very dangerous state of affairs which
exists in conncction with motor drivers who
are in the habit of speeding up in order to
pass trams immediately before they stop.
That is particularly noticeable. Tt obtains
at all iram stopping places, and in many
cases it is a big danger in the suburbs.
You frequently see motor cars endeavouring
To pass trams when people are going home
from work in the afternoon. They go quickly
down George street and endeavour to pass
the tram at the stop at the corner of George
and Tank streets. The streets are congested,
as there are a lot of vehicles parked along-
side the road, and people standing waiting
for a tram cannot see a motor vehicle coming
which is driving between the trams and the
parked motor cars. I have repecatedly seen
motor cars attempt to overtake a tram
before the tram ceases to run. The idea
seems to exist in the minds of a lot of
motor drivers that so long as they get past
a tramcar before it ceascs to move they
are doing all that is required by the traffic
by-laws., “Whether that 1s legally correct or
not I cannot say; but it is the intention of
tho by-laws to protect the lives of the people
boarding and leaving t¢ramcars; and
motorists who speed up at these stopping
places do so with considerable risk to the
lives of passengers. We know that long
stoppages are not permissible for the trams,
which kave to discharge and take up
passengers as quickly as possible. People
who wait at thexe stopping places for trams
cannot see the motor cars coming unless
they have a good view of the road and
keep a keen lookout for these scorching
“road hogs,” and they attempt to get into
the tram immediately it slows up. I hope
the department will’ make some effort to
prevent this sort of thing at the various
stopping  places in town. I was recently
standing at the corner of Adelaide and
Albert streets in the evening. A tramcar
vulled up and a number of people attempted
to board it. The tram had already stopped
when a motor car came along at a very fast
rate of speed and with a frantically tooting
horn rushed through the people, several of
whqm, including an old lady, fell over in
their effort to gain the footpath. Fortun-
ately, no one was seriously injured. but the
credit of that was certainly duo to Providence
and'not‘to the motorist. I suggest that a
special detachment of traffic police be given
a roving commission in the city to watch
certain stopping places in order to prevent
such breaches of the traffic by-laws, parti-
cularly in the evening.

[3.30 p.m.}

During the daytime the traffic policemen
on duty at the street intersections have
some  deterrent influence on  reckless
motorists, but in the evening, when there
are fewer policemen in the streets on traffic
duty, and when also in some cases motorists
are suffering from a certain amount of
exuberance, the risks taken are really a
bit too much for the public, and I trust
that efforts will be made to make the
motorists of the city behave themselves
bettter than they have been doing in the
past.

While I am on this subject I want to
say in answer to the hon. member for
Nanango—who stated that one of the causes
of danger is the lack of consideration dis-
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played by drivers of heavy vehicles for other
trafic—that I have been driving motors for
cleven or twelve years, and I have always
found that the driver of the heavy vehicle
is the most considerate person on the road.
I remember that the Vacuum OGil Company
used to have a sign behind their lorries,
*“ Blow your horn. Our drivers are instructed
to give you the courtesy of the road.” It
only lasted a shert time, because even the
Vacuum Oil Company realised that, good
as the advertisement was, it was unneces-
sary, because the average heavy vehicle
driver shows the courtesy of the road fto
the other driver.

Mr. Epwsrps: I did not say that.

My, HANLON: I understood the hon.
member to say that one of the causes of
danger was the lack of consideration shown
by the drivers of hecavy vechicles to other
vehicles.

Mr, EpwarDs: I said it was a very small
percentage.

Mr. HANLON: At all events, that has
not been my experience of the heavy vehicle
driver. There is this to be remembered
with regard to heavy vehicles—that people
who do not know much of motors and
cannot judge pace are always inclined to
exaggerate the speed at which they travel.
A hight ear can travel along the road at
30 to 35 miles an hour, and, although some
people will say that is a fast speed, 1t
attracts no attention. But, if a heavy lorry,
particularly with solid tyres and chains
rattling, passes at 20 miles, bumping over
the ruts and holes in the road, people will
say that it is travelling faster than the
light car. Time after time I have seen
people turn to gaze at a heavy vehicle
travelling in that fashion without taking
any notice at all of the way in which light
cars fly through the streets.

Headlights have also been mentioned, and
I believe that the regulations controlling
them are being altered to make them con-
form to reasonable requirements. If the
headlights are of reasonable power and are
correctly deflected so that the light will
not shme in the eyes of approaching
motorists, very little danger can be done.
But the use of spotlights around Brisbane
should be strictly prohibited. There is
justification for the use of spotlights when
driving along country roads, but there is no
justification for a car using it on a road
3 or 4 wmiles away from here. That is
absurd—I do not care how bad the soad is.
If the road is as bad as that, it is unfit
for traffic and would not be used by any
intelligent motorist. You will sometimes see
a car on the crest of a ridge with a spot-
light shining in your face a couple of miles
away, and until you get below the ridge
you can see nothing of the road at all.

I hope the Commissioner will pay atten-
tion to these few requests. It is said that
many owners of cars think they should not
be made to alter their headlights since they
bought the cars with the lights in that con-
dition; but there is no more reason for
considering them than for considering the
man who says that he should not alter his
tail light for the same reason. People who
bought cars with their tail-light switches on
the dashboard had to have them altered;
and, in the interests of motorists, pedestrians,
and the travelling public generally, people

Mr. Hanlon.]
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should be made to alter their headlights
to something like the correct condition.

There is one other matter I would like
to mention, and that is the provision made
for people suffering from an incurable
disease, We have a very fine institution at
the present time in the Diamantina hospital,
which is doing very fine work; but there is
one fault, and that is that it cannot cope
with the number of people who are clamour-
ing for admission. If if is impossible to
extend or enlalge the mstltutlon in its
present situation, then it is the duty of the
‘Government to provide another home in
some other part of Southern Queensland.
I made inquiries some little time back about
the admission of a patient to the Diaman-
tina hospital, and I was told that there was
a long list of people waiting for admission,
and that only the most urg vent cases—cases
which they thought might posxb‘v receive
some unprovement in their health from
medical attention—could be taken in. I take
it that a home for incurables is one in which
any person who is unable to look after him-
self, unable to get the attention, care, and
nursing which an invalid nceds, should be
admitted. If it is necessary that more
money should be spent in this connection, I
think there are other ways in which money
can be saved rather than by cutting down
the vote for this necessary institution.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): Most
hon. members who have spoken have made
reference to the traffic problem, which seems
to evidence the general feeling of insecurity
that attaches to motor traffic to-day. Really
it wounld strike one that nearly every mem-
ber of Parliament or someone belonging to
him has bwen nearly killed, or has come
pretty near to it. I know I have had more
than one fairly close shave. On one occusion
not very long ago a man who nearly ran me
down thought I was the fool in the matter.
Naturally I thought he was the fool. The
trouble is that the regulations are not half
as savere as they should be. One of the
grentest evils hasx just been referred fo bz
the hon. momber for Ithaca, and that is the
general rush of motor car drivers to pass
a tramecar just before it stops. That was
my frouble. This is going on pretty well
every day, and it seems that one or two
things are necessary in order to deal cffec-
tively with the matter. It is not customary
for a tramcar to stop at every street corner,
and I believe that the practice that obtains
in the South is very much better than our
having fo sound the bell to cause a tram to
stop. The stopping-places should be fixed
by regulation, and the tramecar should stop
at those points, whether auybody dexires to
alight from or board the car or not. 1In
those circumstances there could be no pos-
sible exsuse for a motor car driver putting
on extra speed in order to pass just ahead
of a tramcar. On how many occasions have
we watched our chance to board a tramcar
becsus2 a string of motor cars was travel-
ling by at 30 to 40 miles an hour? In those
circumstances, if you attempt to reach a
tramecar, you are a doomed man. This can
be witnessed over and over again. Only
the other night in George street, just out-
side this building, I, with others, stood
aghast and open-mouthed at the speed that
two young fellows were travelling on motor
oycles. I remarked to a bystander, ¢ That
man is travelling at 40 miles an hour,” but

[Mr. Hanlon.
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he retorted, ‘“ More like 50 miles an hour.”
That kind of thing should not be allowed.
Those young fellows might have been indulg-
ing only in a short spurt, but there should
be some regulations controlling the matter.
These men are a grave menace, and. unless
you have eyes behind you as well as in
front, you are almost a’ doomed man. We
want very much stricter regulations than
exist at present in respect to the conduct of
motor traffic. I have also noticed the great
pace that motorists make when p1oceed1ng
along the Clayfield road. It is marvellous
what speed some men can work up. Occa-
sicnally the authorities are on the alert, bus
it seems to be only now and again, and then
the vigilance is relaxed once more, probably
because of the insufficiency of officers 1o
carry out the work constantly. There is
ample room for examples to be made in the
direction mentioned by the hon. memoer for
Tthaca and cther hon. members who spoke
before him., While the drivers of motor
lorries are more considerate, nevertheless.
vou have hoth classes of drivers among
them, Motor lorries heavily laden will be
found travelling at a fearful speed through
the streets in South Brisbane. Some regu-
Iation should be framed setting out the speed
at which motor lorries may travel. as is
done wwith other vehicles. How many of our
people escape serious accident is a wonder
to me.

A good deal has been said abuut the
powerful headlights on motor cars. We
want to strike the happy medium. It is diffi-

cult to know what to do in this respect on
many cceasions, I have been in an
exh“emelv awkward fix on the Sandgate road

after having turned down the headl‘ght in
ord r to pass a motor car with the head-

lights full on. To me it seems that
motorists in the city can do with a less
strong headlight than is necessary in the
country districts,

The vote we are dealing with covers the
very life pulse of our community. The vote

of the Home Department cortainly seems fo
ubratn the heart feelings of the com*numt"
in various directions. The various officers in
connection with the working of this depart-
ment are to be congratulated on the reports
covering their operations and on the work
accomplished. I sometimes have feelings of
intense sympathy for the officers and the

Minister who have to do with this depart-

ment, because they are brought into contact
with people who have committed crimes

people who requlre special help, and so on.
A man requires to be physically, ment:zlly,
and specially strong to moet tha various
den‘;nds made in these directions.

I sympathise with those who have the
conduct of these branches of community life.
Seeing that they come through the many
demands made upon them so successfully,
they are deserving of our highest commenda-
tion. As members of Pa111ament we are
perhaps brought more closely in touch with
their activities than the average man, so
that we are probably better able te
appreciate the wide range of service provided
by the Home Department with its hospitals,
clinics, sanatoria, ete.

There are certain phases of the report of
the Commissioner of Public Health to which
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T wish to vefer. If we make a comparison
between 1925 and 1926, we find this result—

_— 1925, 1926.
{rude birth rate (per 1,000) .. ‘ 23:82 ’ 22'58
Death rate (per 1,000) 886 | 93)
Infantile moruahty (per 1, 000) | 454 " 501

It will be seen that our birth rate is declin-
ing. The following reference from the report
in that connection is well worth quoting,
because it leads to further thought—

“ The erude birth rate maintains a fair
standard as compared with the other
countries shown 1in the table, but the
death rate as well as the infantile
mortality rate could be better.

“In connection with the increase in
infantile mortality, on inquiry from the
Registrar-General, I ascertained that the
deaths of children under one year were
due principally to enteritis (thirty-one
cases) and early infancy (twenty cases).
This cails for early and urgent attention
by the Child Weifare Centle It was
also pointed out to me that of the

increase of 5 per cent. nearly half has
occurred in the area of the city of Bris-
bane, the exact figures being 2.3 per
cent,, leaving 2.7 per cent. for the

remainder of the State. The increased
rate is also accounted for fromn the fact
that there has been a decrease of 517
in the births, and the deaths of infants
increased by 77.”

I am wondering why, with all the effort put
fo!‘\'\ald especially by the baby clinies, that
has 1o be recorded, " because I am here to
state that an;;thing that may be done with
regard to baby eclinics and the wonderful
work they are doing should mect with high
appreciation,

Only: & fow wecks ago 1t was my privilege

seorted over the baby elinic in ths
1 I was amazed at what I saw.
I am not sure that all hon. members have
taken the tivouble to acquaint themselves
with what is going on in that direction, but,
if they geb into 1ouch with thoe who are
conducting that clinic, they will be as per-
suaded as I am that we are on the right
track and that the people in control are
doing their best and are in full sympathy
with their job—and that is merythmg m
these days. I saw photographs there of poor
emaciatied children who were nothing but
skin and bone, and also the transformation
that had takea place. Now they are as fine
children as one would wish to see. When
vou seo hwmanitarian work of that kind,
then wa must feel that the State is doing its
duty in that regard. I trust for the sako of
ordinary love for the helpless that those
hon. members who have not ’c@I\Cn an interest
in these mattms will get into touch with
what 1s gux on in that way. 1 am not sure
whether it is generally known, but in Vie-
toria_thex have been doing more than we
are doing in that direction. Of course it is
an older State, and probably it has gradually
developed the<e things. Victoria has adopted
the idea of a kind of travelling baby clinie—
baby clinic in a train. I do not know
that it is guite necessary, but it may serve
a vory crood purpose. The train is attached
to a * Botter Farm Train,” and the clinic
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portion is a long bogey compartment capable
of receiving some eighty-five mothers, and
it is mtelestmrr to know that no less than
20,000 mothers have attended since the
moeptlo'l of this system and have received
instruction. Fowever, good work is being
done in Queensland, and I am hoping that
further developments in that direction will
take place.

On the same occasion I paid a visit to the
Brisbane General Hospital, and I was amazed
to note the frightful congestion of the hos-
pital. I could just imagine what a growl
there would he if I was permitted to see
such congestion in Warwick. You could
scarcely walk through the hospital on account
of the patients being so close together and
the aisles and passages filled up with men.
The evidence is that in the Brisbane hospital
the space is altogether inadequate for the
comfort and welfare of the patients and
others there. I am glad to know that a
very big scheme has been launched, and
I th1n1\ “the new hospital reception bulldmg
will shortly be completed. I was also
srivileged to see the laundry. It was won-
derful to sce the way in which the washing.
ironing, and laundry work is done. The
general get-up of the ecstablishment, the
'1ight and air available, and the splendid
equipment, are worthy of all pralse and
will meet with the commendation of everyone
who is privileged to go through the Brisbane
hespital.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The hon.
member for Warwick alluded to the fact
that the Tistimates of this department covered
all periods and conditions of life, but he did
not mention that there is no dividend in
connection with the work of this department,
excepu very indirectly. This dividend should
ba made more easily apparent if one service
did not exist side by side with the fostering
of the cause for the necsssity of the service.
The whole system of the tremtment of children
and the treatment of eriminals is gencrally
regulated by the necessitics “‘HLL produce
both sick children and criminals, besause the
world has been a little too mealy-mouthed—
socicty has been too hypoeritisal—to follow
the cause of this matter to the rcot. The
vorld continually goes on encouraging con-
ditions of discase and mental dls&bxiuv “which
will sooner or later threaten the civilization
which has produced it. Everyone will
remember the case of the Jukes Ian‘xly} which
is recognised in America and throughout the
world as the star example of family
degeneracy. The Jukes family first came
on the books of the poor law gusrdians of
Massachusetts early in the eighteenth cen-
tury. Since then they have increased by
thousands, and they hawve cost the United
States millions of dollars either in detecting.
convicting, and keeping the criminals of that
family, or in providing hospitals to cope
with the disease which that family has
spread. In a lesser way we have the same
thing here. The whole pobit}on has been
brought into the light really by the arguments
for and against mlgratlon The other day
in England—I referred to this during the
migration debate, but have forgotien the
name of the man al the moment—a very
highly-placed medical man—stated it as his
opinion that, if Europe, Japan, and Britain
or any of the over-crowded countries of the
world” found thev were overcrowded and
subject to the large amount of disease,
unemployability, and crime which had been

Mr. Bedford.]
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made patent to them, and wished to insist
on filling empty countries like Australia
and Canada, in another fifty years they would
be back again in the same old trouble
of congested populations, unem-
[4 p.m.] ployables, criminals, and diseased
people; and he suggested what
people in every part of the world should have
had the courage to suggest long ago—that
is, the scientific application of eugenics in
the control of health.
We open hospitals for the purpose of

treating discase, and at the same time we
permit all kinds of quacks and charlatans

to batten in the most cruel way on the
sufferings of the community. Because he
was respectable and he had a church—

which should have been ashamed of itself—
behind him, recently a man—Hickson—was
allowed to come here and batten on the credu-
lity of the people who, if they were only
functionally diseased, might have some reason
to believe that the faith cure had done them
some good. There was one particular case
which came under my notice—a woman
suffering from cancer, then operable. She
refused to be operated upon because Hickson
was then on the water, and she believed
that he would cure her. She waited three
months, by which time the cancer had
become inoperable, and she died. We have a
press which says that its best desire is to
help the Government in making this a saner
and a healthier country, why does not this
press refuse to publish the advertisements
that these quacks and charlatans pay for?
It is only necessary in many cases for the
worst kind of quack to quote a line of
Seripture immediately to become sacrosanct.
One of this breed who has recently been
taking the people down in South Brisbane
advertised, ¢ Where will you spend eternity 7
Well, you can search me. {(Laughter.) In
any cuse his query, “ Where will you spend
eternity 7’ was only used to give sufficient
altraction to his other statement that he
could cure all diseases, including cancer.
The reply of the authorities to his question
in his own case should have been that he
would be required to spend a considerable
portion of his life in Boggo Road.
{Lrughter.)

_The condition of State children and of
children generally who are never likely to
be healthy is bound up with the continuation
of the shocking habit we have of not plainly
forbidding the marriage of incurably sick
people. Let me quote this press paragraph
on the subject—

“In an address delivered at the first
mecting of the Section of Paediatrics of
the New South Wales brench of the
British Medical Assoclation, Sir Charles
Clubbe quoted Tredgold as saying, ‘ So
long as we are content to raise no voice
against the marriage of the diseased, the
degenerate, the criminal, and the pauper,
and are willing to educate, feed, and
clothe, and ultimately pension as many
offspring as these persons see fit to pro-
duce . . . then so long will these classes
(and these qualities) continue to be per-
petuated and their numerical ascendance
12 simply a question of time.’

“Dr. Clubbe further stated in his
address that, ‘ When we legislate here
on this matter let us drop sentimentalism ;
let us face these disagrecable facts as
they are and, lcoking to the future,
legislate on practical lines.” ”’

[Myr. Bedford.
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Now, considering the fecundity of the unfit
—the reproductive quality is rclatively as
strong in the lazy, weak, and hopelessly
diseased as it is in anybody else—it is
only a question of time before any civilisa-
tion will comsist more of the sick than of
the well. It is an absolute fact that to-day
really perfect health is abnormal, if not almosi
unknown, Most people off colour one or two
days in the week, and then from that condi-
tion you go by progression to the fact that
there are people utterly unfit for the pro-
duction of their kind who are producing
them, to the great suffering, misery, and dis-
content of the world.

The State Children Department does a
great work, but it is handicapped in a way
which I shall indicate. I have here certain
tables showing the conditions surrounding
twenty-five typical cases in  which the
children came within the influence of the
department. In the first case assistance was
first granted on 20th March, 1909. 'The
father then was a chronic consumptive, an
inmate of the Diamantina hospital. They
then had three children. Subsequently he
was discharged and lived with his wife.
Since then there have been children Lorn in
1910, 1912, 1914, 1916, 1919, 1921, and 1923.
The total assistance has increased in this
particular case, and in many others that I
will quote.

No. 2 case was a man partially blind, also
very deaf, an invalid pensioner, employed
by the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb Institution.
When the State commenced to give him
assistance in 1917 when he was laid aside,
he had one child; but two more children
have been born—-in 1918 and 1922—and two
more children are now on the books of the
State. Here is another case.

of Goodna. He was discharged from that
institution, and now there are three chil-
dren receiving assistance. There are other
cases of gencral discases which are really
not so bad, as the mental taint might gc
longer than the mere physical taint. There
are cases of blind men, men with heavt
disease, rheumatics, and so on. In cach case
they receive relief for four children, who
come along to claim the assistance of the
country. 'Then there is the case of a man
suffering from Bright's disease and cancer,
who had three children. Ie was discharged
from the hospital as incurable in 1926, when
three children were given assistance, and
now there are four. In case No. § there
were three children at the time of admis-
sion to an institution in 1923, suffering from
chest and lung trouble, and now there are
three on the State. In case No. 6 there were
five children, and there are still five children
on the State. In case No. 7, there were two
children at the time of permanent injury,
and now there are five, all on the State. An
inmate of the Dalby Sanatorium had two
children when he first received assistance,
but now there are three children on the State.
There is the case of an invalid pensioner who
had two children in 1916 when he first received
assistance from the State, but now there
arc four children receiving assistance from
the State. There is the casc of an invalid
pensioner who had one child when he
received assistance from the State, and now
there are two. Of course, it does not follow
that just because there is poverty there
should not be childven produced. Some of
the finest children of the world hawvs come

] r In 1915 there :
were two children receiving assistance, these?
two children being the children of an inmate-
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out of the poorest houses; but they have
come out of homes which, although there
were large families, were the homes of sound
people, the homes of hard workers, and not
the homes of people who were laid aside
because they were unable to earn their own
living.  The geniuses who have come
from the people have come from the
pocrest homes, but certainly there is no
possibility of anything but a big crop of
misery and illuess coming out of such cases
as I have stated. There is another case
where the father at the time of receiving
assistance was stricken with paralysis. At
that time there was one child, but now there
are five. The nextcase is the case of a man
with continued incurable illness who had three
children in 1923 on the State, and now therc
are four. The next case is a man suffering
with heart trouble; in 1918 he had five
children on the State, and now there are
six,  In the mnext case there were three
children on the State in 1919, and there
are still three children. The next case is
that of a consumptive, an inmate of the
Dalby Sanatorium, who kad four children
on the State, but now there are only two.
The next case is the case of an inmate of the
mental hospital at Goodna, who had four
children at the time of his admission in
1918, and now there are five. The next
casc is one where a man had three children
on the State in 1923, and now there are four.
In the next case there wcre three children
on the State in 1916, and theve are still
three.

In another case where four were receiving
relief in 1921 there are now five. In another
case five children of a parent suffering from
tuberculosis were roceiving relief in 1921,
and there are now six. In still ancther casc
that of a man who is in and out of prison
—where there were three childven receiving
rclief there are now four, A further case
where six children were receiving relief is
now entirely off the books of the State. In
the case of a parent suffering from acute
asthmatical consumption, three of his chil-
dren were receiving relief in 1924, and there
are now four. In another case five children
receiving relief since 1922 have now been
reduced to four. A paralytic with cight
children on the State in 1925 has now seven.
The other cases ave four in 1924, and now
three; five in 1924, and now six; and five in
1925, and now soven.

The remedy does not appear to be imme-
diate. Apparently the poor and sick must
be always with us, but they should be a
disappearing quantity. Medical scicnce has
increased so much and so greatly that -the
death rate has been lowered, but at the sameo
time the general health of the people has not
been bettered, even though the ecxpectation
of life is Jonger. We have a general
mvitation repeated here to tale this mattes
in hand and see if, with the help of eugenics,
something cannot be done to make disecase
a disappearing quantity.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): This is onc of
the largest and most important departments
we are called upon to deal with. The Home
Secretary is to be congratulated on the
administration of his department. Ife distri-
butes £1,529,659 among the various Instity-
tions under his control. Ile has a very Lig
duty to perform. During. the past year,
in spite of the financial stringency, he has
as far as possible met all claims generouvsly
in the interests of those for whom the moncy
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has been voted. I agrée with the hon. member
for Warwick that this department touches
nearly all walks of life from infancy to
old age.

The department is to be congratulated on
the administration of the hospitals, I can-
not agree with hon. members opposite in
their objection to the incidence of the hospital
tax. A tax on property for the upkeep of
hospitals is the correct method of financing
hospitals. As time goes on it will become
a lesser burden on the community, and the
responsibility will be acknowledged o be
equally distributed.

I was glad to hear from the IHome Secretary
that it is his intention to expedite as far as
possible the building of the maternity hospital
at Roclkhampton., I know that to some extent
the old hospital committee was blamable for
its laxity in not pushing that project more
energetically; but I hope that, in spite of
that, the Home Secretary will give effect to
the promise he made some time ago, and
that before leng the construction of the
hospital will be under way. That matter
is important to wus in another direction,
because once the building is completed it
will open the way to the establishment of
a home for incurables something on the
lines of Dunwich, that is so badly needed
in the Central district. At the present time,
as the Home Secretary admitted, it wouid
be preferable if @ number of our incurable
cases in the hospitals and benevolent asylums
were transferred to an incurable hospital in
the Central district.

The hospitals in the Southern division
are taxed in every respect for accommoda-
tion, and there is no doubt that the time
has arrivad when further additions will
require to be made to the hospitals in the
Central and Northern divisions to cater for
the aged and incurable persons for whom
there is no room at Dunwich benevolent
asylum and the Diamantina hospital.

With regard to the administration of the
Traffic Act, I congratulate the police on the
way in which they have controlled traffic.
They have done the best they could. with the
force at their disposal; but I agree with
hon. members on both sides of the Chamber
that a great deal more still remains to be
done. Much more drastic action is neces-
sary if the public are to be protected against
the inconsiderate motor owner and driver.
Nothing is too harsh and no penalty is too
heavy for people who drive motor vehicles
regardless of the welfare of the pedestrians.
Whilst T know that the Royal Automobile
Club of Queensland is doing its best to have
the traffic regulations observed so that the
comfort and safety of pedestrians may be
ensured, it has not been able in many
instances to stop men who show mno con-
sideration for others. It is time that the
State took action to bring these culprits to
book and to punish them heavily. At the
present time the unsatisfactory features of
the Act are apparent when a case gets into
court. I do not blame the presiding magis-
trate; he is not too lenient; but he has
not the power. The time has arrived when
the legislation should be so amended that
the magistrates dealing with traffic offences
should be given power to deal more drastic-
ally  with offenders. There is mnot the
slightest doubt that there is a big number
of motorists—not the men plying for hire
or the owners of motor lorries, but the motor
hog who owns his own vehicle and is so

Mr. Hartley.]
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proud and pleased with it that he is never
satisfied unless he has his engine running
at a speed of from 30 to 50 miles an hour.

Mr. Perersow : In California they imprison
the car.

Mr. HARTLEY: I would imprison the
man. I recommend to the Minister that
all Acts dealing with the impozition of

penaltics for breaches of traffic regulations
should be amended. Not only should magis-
trates have power to confiscate the car for
a number of months, but, when a man is
found to be driving a car whilst in an
intoxicated condition and is thercfore incap-
able of looking after his car, thereby endan-
gering the safety of the public—not his own
safety, because, if he got hurt one would
not mind so much—then he should be
dealt with drastically and imprisoned.
In nine cases out of ten that class of
person  causes injury to some other
motorist who is - observing the rogula-
tions or some innocent pedestrian, who is
probably an old man or woman who has
reached the age when he or she has not the
necessary agility to get out of the way. Of
the large number of motor accidents which
have taken place twenty-seven have been
fatal; but I am not aware of any case where
a motorist responsible for the death of
another person has been successfully con-
victed in the courts. That shows that there
is something wrong in the prosecution of
those cases, or else the Acts do not permit
the police to secure convictions. Although
most of them have been brought up for
manslaughter, I do not remember that a
conviction has been secured, which shows an
absolutely blameable, condemnable attitude
of leniency on the part of some individual.
Nothing is too hard to put on those chaps
who, when a tramecar is almost at a stand-
still, will rush past -at top speed in order to
get through ahead of the crowd which is
just leaving the footpath to board the tram-
car. I have seen that happen time and time
again, and at times I have felt so wild
that, if I could have reached in and got the
chap at the wheel, I would have pauled
him out. I deliberately tried to stop a
motor car the other day on the Toowong
line. I do not remember the name of the
particular section. The motor car was a
good 60 yards behind the tramcar when it
wag drawing level with the people in front.
and the motor car came at top speed and
the driver came full rip, and naturally the
people who had got halfway across to the
tramcar went back, but, being agile and
not too much afraid of being run over, I
tried to stop that fellow, and I just had
time to get clear when he rushed past me
and, although he had the brakes on and
they were syuealing like a pig under a
gate, he must have been going at least
10 miles an hour then. I have seen that
happen time and time again owing to ng
policeman being present. There are no
policemen controlling the outside sections of
the city, and that is where most of the
breaches of the traffic regulations occur, and
I would recommend the Home Sccretary to
mount a number of his police on motor
bicycles and allow them to patrol the ont-
side sections of the city in order to catch
fellows like that.

Mr. PerErsox: Ipswich road is a regular
speedway,

Mr. HARTLEY: 1 think every road that
the council has been foolish enough to lay
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down as a racing path is treated as a racing
path by a number of car drivers. You
cannot single out any one in particular,
but I think the greatest danger is the motor
bicycle, particularly at night when it has
one of those very bright lights—I do not
know exactly what class of light it is called
—but a spot light is nothing to some of the
motor bike lights now carried. The traffic
regulations should be strictly carried out.

T notice, too, that in a number of traffic
cases when the police have taken action, the
820 bail is forfeited and there is no appear-
ance of the defendant. I think the magis-
trate should compel the defendant to come
forward. If he is not there, instead of
forfeiting his bail, he should issue a warrant
for his arrest and have him brought up, no
matter who he may be. I notice the press
sometimes publish the names of those charged
with breaches of the Traffic Act, but on
other occasions they do not. Evidently it
is some well-to-do man about the city when
they do not.

Ancther question that I want to bring up
is this: At one time there was a white line
drawn across the streets 3 or 4 yards clear of
the tramear stopping places. and motor cars
had to stop behind that line in order to
allow foot passengers an opportunity to
board cars. Go to any stopping place for
trams now, and you will find that line is
practically erased. I hope the Home Secre-
tary will see that whoever is responsibie
for keeping that line very much in evidence
will have it donc.

I have scen the traffic policemen doing
their very best to keep the way clear for
both passengers and trams, and it is often
very difficult; but the fault is due to ths
Act and its administration. You will see a
tramcar pull up at the corner of Edward
and Queen streets, and before the passengers
can get out a motor car will cone up and
block the rear exit of the tramecar. Another
tramcar will come aloeng and pull up behind
it, and a line of motor cars will come up
alongside so that people have to squeeze their
way between the mudguard of one car and
the petrol tank of another car in ovrder to
gel off the tram. That ought to be pre-
vented, and every effort taken to safeguard
the public in that direction. The Home
Secrstary has a big department to handle,
and I know that the traffic police are doing
splendid  work, but their numbers arve
inadequate and the provisions of the Act are
not drastic enough. Imprisonment and con-
fiscation of the cur would go a long way
to teach some of these people who drive
cars regardless of the welfare of cthers that
they are not going to be allowed to do it.

I want now to refer to the treatment of
cancer. I ecannot agrec with the hon. member
for Warrego in his condemnation of quacks.
Perhaps if there had heen an Aect prohibitix
cranks and quacks with regard to men ente-
irg  this Chamber, the hon, member for
Warrcgo and many more might not be here.
(Laughter.) What one man calls a quack
ancther man calls a benefactor. I con-
gratulate the Home Secretary on the attitude
he took up when he met the British Medical
Association delegates and the Cancer
Research Committee and refused to prohibit
what were called quacks from treating cancer.
As the hon. gentleman said, there are num-
bers of laymen who have not been able to
get the nccessary diplomas through various
rcasons—probably financial reasons—who are
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just as capable and have made just as
exhaustive a study as qualified medical
practitioners—if you go by results, probably
a much more exhaustive study than a num-
ber of those who put ML.D or M.B. after
their name. My opinion in this matter
is founded on practical experience. I am
not going to allow men to be labelled as
criminals and quacks when I know that a
number of them confer a benefit on the
community. When there is malpractice the
law is there to deal with it, just the same
as in the case of a properly certificated
medical man who may be found guilty of
‘nalprac*wc My experience has been—and I
think there are other hon. members who can
s#ay the same—that, when medical men have
not been able to treat a patient to advantage,
that patient has often been treated success-
fully by & man whom the hon. member for
Warrego calls a quack.

At 430 p.m.,
Mr. RiorDAN (Burke), one of the panel of

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. HARTLEY :

a8 an

I venture to give this
unsolicited testimonial. I do not
worry whether it goes into pamphlet form
or not. For about eight years I suffered
from bad hcalth. It does not matter what
the trouble wus, but I spent any amount of
money on soie of the best doctors, who gave
me a lot of attention, including x-ray exami-
nations, but I was getting so little benefit
that I began to think of the time whon I
should want my little wooden overcoat.
{Laughter.} I was quite satisfied that, if
what they wanted to do was done, I
would want that little coat, and, if some-
thing else was not deme, I would still
want it just the same; and, when you
get into that frame of mind, you will
chance an: I consulted a herbalist
about twelve months ago, and I want to say
that, in<tead of geing about in pain and
misery thinking of that little Woodcn
coat 6 fect down in the ground, where I
did not want to go—particularly when I
want to have a slap now and again at the
Opposition—(laughter)—I have not had that
nain agein. That is an unsolicited testimonial
10 what ne people would call quacken,
and I m just as well give the man’s
name—3Mr. Howard Robbins and his brother,
of the Botanic Institute in the Valley. 1
am not golng to have these men labelled
frauds and guacks when they can do that,
Other men may have had experience, but
that is mine, and I have heard of other
cases; and, when that is so, such men must
not ba debarred from conferring a benefit
on the community. I do not say that by
keeping me here they conferred a benefit
ou  you chaps over there—(laughter)—
although the} may have conferred a benefit
on the community; but I think that silly
twaddle like that of the hon. member for
Warrego should be stopped and that what
15 applied to a quah ied medical man should
be applied to what we call herbalists, but
what others mistakonly call quacks.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg):
io  supplement the remarks of various
speakers during this debate regarding the
careless way in which some motorists navi-
-gate their cars. It is said that most of
dle danger exists in the city area—that is,
in Queen street and George street and other
crowded streets; Dbut even in some of the

I just want
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suburban areas, according to my observation,
there are just as big dangers as exist in
the city. For instance, take Sylvan road,
Toowong, where 1 live—and I must take the
opportunity of complimenting the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong upon having gone to live
theve,  {Laughter.) It is one of the
roads over which they “ raftle his bones”
to the cemetery. (Renewed laughter.) -It

ems to me that most of the young Iello“\
“ho own motor bikes and ‘‘scorch” with
them use that road more or less as a parade
ground. Just imagine how you would feel
if you lived there, as I do, within 60 yards
of the road, and atter being here for fifteen
or twenty hours a day, day after day,
perhaps night after night, you went home
and were safe in the arms of sweet Mor-
p"leu\——(lauohfer)—only be awakened by
these motor bikes coming along at an enor-
mous rate! There is no doubt this is one of
the things that the traffic police need to
sit up and take notice of.

The same thing applies to North Quay.
There is no doubt that the trafiic there in
some cases 1s too fast altogether. I have
not time to reply to the magistrate in Lon-
don who dealt with traffic maitters, but 1
does scem a difficult matter for u constable
to be able to judge what speed these men
are cutting out. “There are no marks bh
which a constable can estimate the speed.
except by timing the rider from one point

to another. Why, the other day I was
nearly run over within 200 yards cof this
building, and the irony of the inatter was
that the vchicle was a brewer’s Jorry., Just
imagine an old ¢ wowser” like e Loin;,
run over by a brewer's lorry! (Aaughrm

It would have been an awful ecalamits.
wish to draw the attention of the AL
as permanent head of the department
attends to these matters, that the po
occasionally pay a visit to Sylvan
North Quay.

Some reference has been made to tie ‘:plon-
did work being carried out by baby clinics.
It is very interesting and encouraging to
know that they are applematod a‘though when
the institutions were first established they
were looked upon with a considerable mea-
sure of suspicion, not only by the medical fra-
ternity but by the gencral public. Dr. Turner
in his report pomts out the way in which the
number of children treated has increased veur
by year, and the report is_very instructive
indeed.  When I visit the districts in which
theso ipstitutions are sxtuatea I always sunk
it my business to view the qplevm(\ work
performed and become acquainted with the
admirable way in w hich the sisters are ca
ing out their nursing duties and givin
advice. In the Leport thers is a cowmpa
tive statement showing the infant life m
tality for the years 1925 and 1826. I d
not know that that table is as clear as it
might be and shows the actual position, Any-
Lod» knows that it is safer to strike an
average in thickly-populated countries and
in old CoLmtl.e% than in a new country like
Queensland, where often there are annual
epidemics. Let me instance the use of these
baby clinics. I think it was last year that
a severe epidemic of gastro- enteritis broke
out in Rockhampton. One of the reasons
why baby clinics were established was to
enable mothers to visit these institutions and
secure advice on the feeding of their chil-
dren. Although a considerable number of
infants died during that epidemic, I am

Mr. Barber.]
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quite safe in saying that not one child who
died had attended the baby clinic; but,
on the other hand, not one chiid who had
been treated by the clinic died during that
epidemic. That shows the wonderful berofit
of these splendid institutions,

Mr. Braxp: There is a nice little institu-
tion at Bundaberg.

Mr, BARBER: They are all nice. T maka
it my business to visit the various cunivs
in the different districts, where the sisters
in charge give of their very best. There is
no doubt that their salaries are not over-high,
but their life is just as self-sacrificing as inc
life of the average nurse in a big gencral
hospital, where you cannot estimate the value
of the services of these women in terms of
mere money.

If I had the time, I would like to support
the hon. member for Warrego regarding
crime and allowing people who are diseased
cither mentally or physically to marry. No
doubt, as the world grows wise in 1its old
age, 1t will sit up and take notice of this
matter, and carry into effect the principles
enunciated by Lawrence Gronlund in  his
book,  The Co operative Commonwealth.”
Tens of thousands of pounds are spent
annually in the sustenance of children who
are mentally and physically affected and
have no chance whatever of recovering. We
know from the study of vital statistics .in
different parts of the world, cspecially in
Great Britain, that that expenditure runs
into millions of pounds annually.  Some
means should be adopted whereby a large
amount of that expenditure could be saved.
As I say, some day the world will wake up
and become wise. These young pcople are
allowed to grow up, and, although mentally
affected, are allowed to marry, with the
result mentioned by the hen. member for
Warrego. The case of the family mentioned
by him has been known for the last quarter
or half a century. In a few years not only
the medical world but those who are in
charge of affairs will deal with this matter
in a more drastic way than it is dealt with
at the present time.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): I would like to
have something to say on the traffic ques-
tion alluded to by previous speakers. I
cannot speak from the point of view of a
motorist, because I do not own a car, and
will probably not own one until Henry
Ford’s time-payment systemi comes into
operation. I speak from the point of view

“of "the user of “the tframs. It is a daily
occurrence—and to me it is a wonder the
police do not pay more strict attention to
the matter—to see motor cars passing
stationary trams. They are not supposed
to do so. That is a grave danger to passen-
gers alighting from and boarding the tram-
cars, On the other hand, at nearly every
tram stop in Queen street, cars are parked
for hours. T have scen a motor car parked
for two to three hours between a tram stop
and the footpath, and it has resulted in
great inconvenience to people travelling by
the trams. The motor people are getting
far more concessions than they are entitled
to, and they are not being handled in the
way they should be handled. Men in charge
of cars while under the influence of liquor
are a danger to everybody, and possibly
will kill some person or a number of persons.
If a person is apprehended for being in
charge of a car while under the influence of
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liquor, he should never be allowed o take
charge of a car again.

HoxoUrABLE MeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BRUCE: When he is appreheuded,
he is fined a small amount of money, and
after a lapse of a few months he is allowed
to take charge of a car again, to get drunk
again, and run the risk of killing his fellow-
citizens.

When speaking on -the question of baby
¢linics and maternity homes, the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego spoke of extreme cases;
but there are numbers of thoroughly healthy
children treated at the clinics.  They may
catch a cold, or be suffering from diph-
theria or some other trouble, but by good,
sound advice they are able to grow into
sound, healthy children—not of necessity one
of the children that the hon. member for
Warrego referred to. As everyonc knows,
snfant§ are liable to contract diseases, which
are handled in a capable manner at clinics
T think every hon. member realises—as
those members of the public who reside in
the vicinity of clinics and particularly the
womenfolk realise—the immense benelits of
the baby clinics.

This can also be said of the maternity
homes. From the early pioneering days
until comparatively recent times, the matter
of bringing children into the world had to
be done in homes where in many cases
there were only carthen floors, resulting in
great danger of septicemia {ollowing the
birth. Since the introduction of maternity
homes the women folk are much better pro-
vided for, and they do not leave these homes
until they are restored to their ordinary
health. 1 think that in the past many
women suffered from troubles following
maternity because of a lack of proper treat-
ment, and in many cases they never recovered
from these troubles. They were largely the
women who helped to pioneer the State.

I do not know whether the question has
been raised during the debate, but there
is one link missing in the chain of institu-
tions governed by the Home Secretary—
an institution for sub-normal people. We
have the definitely insane in our lunatic
asylums, and we have the definitely criminal
in our gaols; but there are many people
in a sub-normal condition who are not fit
subjects for either of these institutions.
Under certain circumstances they may be
sent to Dunwich, but perhaps they get to
be a nuisance there and have to leave, with
the result that they are thrown out into
the world to mix with the general com-
munity and wultimately finish up in_the
lunatic asylums or in the gaols, for neither
of which institutions they are fit sub-
jects. I favour the establishment by the
Government of an intermediate institution
to cover these sub-normal cases. I know of
quite a number of good workers whose
labour could be turned to good use if an
institution of that kind were established.

Dealing with the question of quacks, I
agree with the hon. member for Fitzroy
that there are people classified as ““ quacks ™
who have done quite a lot of good to the
health of the community. I know of a
definite case where a man in Drisbane was
told by a medical practitioner that he had
consumption in an incurable stage. That
man received the Abrams treatment, and,
although the cure was effected some years
ago, he is fit and well to-day. There is
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no hearzay about that case, because I know
she man, who lives quite close to me.

When the cancer research campaign was
initiated, some eminent men sought to deal
with the matter something in the same
manner as the mountain gave birth to a
mous=. 'The principal thing they asked for
was furiher protection for the British Medi-
cal Asscciation. With other hon. members,
1 congratulate the ITome Secretary on the
sane and sensible stand he adopted in not
accepting that proposal.

Another question that is sometimes notice-
able in small country towns, and for _whlch
no legislation is in existence so far, is the
practice of prostitution by one or two
women. A man may have a home with a
family, and one or two women may come
to veside close to his home for the purpose
of practising prostitution. The law as it
stands to-day cannot prevent that. The
Home Secretary asks the councils to do it.
and the councils put it back on the Home
Department. I certainly think something
should be done in regard to that matter.
Not only does it iean that these people
establish themselves near young children
growing up, but it also means the dissemina-
tion of disease, because where they are
congregated in large numbers they can be
properly examined by medical offcers and
disease kept under control; bkut in small
country centres they are a danger, and,
whether people like it or nof, these matters
should be brought under the notice of the
department which controls these things. It
is a matter of serious danger to young
familics growing up. If they arc within a
house or two, youngsters may go in. Gene-
rally speaking, these women arc not bad-
hearted. Very often they give the youngsters
lollies and treat them well, but incidentally
the youngsters may get to kuow what 1s
going on and may be morally affected. It
is too late this session, but the Home Secre-
tary should g«t his officers to draft a Bill
to deal with this phase of our social life and
sze that an end is put to it during the next
session.

Mr. DEACON (Cunninghem): 1 am pre-
pared to aseist the Home Secretary to
administer his department a little better
than ¥ has been administered. I admit the
hon. gentleman has done a good deal of
good. but he could do a lot better if he
shifted across to this side.

There is ouc thing where he is wrong,
and I thick we are quite justified in pro-
testing cvery year against the hospital tax.
Ncbody minds contributing to the hospitals
in a fair way, but to cast the whole cost of
the upkeep upon the ratepayers is not fair
to the yural districts. It may operate all
right in the town, but we know very well
that there i: no comparison between the
value of the business done on a small town-
ship area and the value produced on a

similar area of farm land. To tax
the owner of property is not a fair
way of collecting the revenue at all,

and I hope that in the near future we shall
get a little consideration for the man on the
land in regard to this tax. It is not a
simple matter, but one that he feels verv
much. Take the district of Toowoomba. It
has been shown by members of the Hospital
Board that the people in the shire of
Millmerran contribute more per head than
the people in Toowoomba, although there
is mno comparison betwesn the benefits
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received by the people residing in the shire
of MMillmerran and the beneflits received by
the people of Toowoomba.

Some reference was made this morning to
the Government vrepresentatives on the
hospital boards. It is essential that the men
who are appointed to the board, whether
Government representatives or not, should be
men who will look after the interests of the
hospitals. A man’s politics should not be
considered ot all in relation to this matter.
Once a man goes on a hospital board he
should not allow his political opinions to
weigh with him at all in performing his
duty. The Home Secretary is not justified
in deliberately selecting Government repre-
sentatives on the boards merely on account
of their politics. The interests of the people
who have to go into the hospitals to be
treated should be the sole consideration. It
is no use putting a man on a hospital board
beeause he is a supporter of the Labour Party

if he is not suitable for hospital work. The
main thing to be considered is the
administration of the hospitals, and the

Government who put a man on a hospital
board on account of his politics are not
scting in the interests of the State.

The HoxME SpcrETsRY: Would you put a
man on the board if he is not in favour of
the Act?

Mr. DEACON: I would put any good man
on the board. All we have to consider is
whether he will do his duty to the hospital.
The hon. gentleman knows that, if we put
decent men on the boards, they will consider
solely the welfare of the people who have
to be treated in the hospitals.

The HoME  SECRETARY: When  the
Nationalists have a majority on the shire
councils they do not put a proportion of
Labour men on the hospital boards.

Mr., DEACOXN: If they do not put a
Labour man on a board as a subscribers’
representative, it is because the man is not
fitted for the work. The Government, how-
ever, put men on the board who are not fit
for the position. There are many anti-Labour
rien whom I would not put on the hospital
boards, because they are not fit for the
position, and there are also many nominees
of the Government who are not fit for the
position.

I do not see that we are getting the
inerease in the number of police which is
recessary. We all know that an insufficient
rumber of policemen are appointed each
vear, considering the extension of the work
they have been given to do. The Commis-
sioner has been reducing the number of
stations because he is short of men, men
having been taken away from some stations
to supply a shortage in other places.

[5 p.m.]

Mr. Fry: There were plenty of police
about this building the other day.

Mr. DEACON: The Government have
certainly been doing their best during the
last couple of days, and apparently there
has been an increase in the police force.
The XHstimates provide for an increase of
thirty-one this year, but last year there was
no increase at all, and the year before there
was an increase of twenty-nine.

One thing I want to refer to is the
gambling that goes on at sports in South
Brisbane. I always look upon gambling as

My, Deacon.]
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being altogether wrong. It is a bad business.
We stop it in other sports, and, if it is
wrong for ome, it is wrong for the lot. If
it is wrong at tin hare racing, it is wrong
at other sports. Why not go the whole hog
and stop gambling altogether?

My, COSTELLG: Are you adyv ocatmrr that?

Mr, DEACON: Of course I am. Stop
garabling at other places. Why should we
not stop it at Albion Park and all the other
racecourses ! What is the difference between
gambling in one place and gambling at
another place?

Mr. Hamrizv: I you would not
Letting on tin hares, would you
wambling on tinned rabbit?

Mr. DEACON: I would not allow the hon.
member to bet on anything because I do not
think he should lose his money. I have not
sufficient confidence in  his  judgment.
(Luughter.) Why not cut out the  Golden
Cazket” and all these gambling institutions?
Une is as bad as the other. I cannot see
any. (nFe]cnce Why not go on with the
business and clean up the lot, even if it did
get rid of some jobs?

allow
allow

One matter which the Government ought
onsider is the request which the Country

men’s Association has brought before them
o seve occasions. I have alxo hcard hon.

members opposite speak about it. I refir
to the need for a home for people who are
not capable of takin,‘x care of themselves
and who have nobody to take care of them.
It is not right to send them to a lunatic
asylum, because they are not lunatics, and
they only want taking care of. The Govern-
ment should seriously consnior the establish-
ment of a homie to which such people can b#
sent.

Another matter I want to speak about is
the  administration of the Stste Children
Department. I have nothing against the
administration of the department exceps thas
when somebody in the country wants a boy
or girl the department at once wants to
krow the distance the place is away from
the railway, and, if it is tco far away, the
application is refused. The idea is to keep

aﬂ the children in places where the m»gcct@r
As a

an see them at a minimum expense.
1fiult of that policy, in very many
the children are ker in the tow
they should get out inte the country, where
it would be better for them. In every case
where it can be shown that life in the
country would be better for a child, I thi
thst child should be sent into the country
Qf course, it iy not always best to send them
out into the country. They may not be
suitable for rhe iife in the country, but in
every case where it is possible I think that
course should be followed. On an average,
mese children have a better chance when
they are sent to the country

The SECRETARY TFOR Pusuic Works: The
majority of them are sent to the country.

Mr. DEACON: 1 do not
actually sent to the couni You might
as well have them in Brishanc as
them in small country towns, The deparrment
ps the children within bandy dizrance
. that they can be inspected with very
'1‘ Te dl(ﬁculrv The first thing on2 is asked
on making application for = bm or girl
is ulﬁcther the applicant is within reachh of
a railway line, and how long it will iale
an inspector to reach the place.

[Mr. Deacon.

think 1hov

k I3
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The vote for ‘ Relief of Abougmals has
been reduced by nearly £4.050 this year. I
take it that there is about the same number
of aboriginals to attend %o, so thar we are
economising at their e‘cpenau I do not think
that is a fair thing.

The SEcRETARY FoR PuUBLIc WoORKs: Thut

is not so.
Mr. DEACON: There is a shrinkage in
the vote.

The SecreTary ror PusLic Womxs: If the
hon, gentleman will examine the Tstimates,
ln, will find fhat the decrease is mostly in

¢ Contingencies.”’

Mr. DEACON : There is a reduction in the
vote.

The SrcrETsRY FOR PUBLIC Worxgs:
aboriginals are better treated in Queclm
than they are in any other part of the ¢
monwealth.

Mr. DEACON : That does not matter.
hon. gentleman says so, but e
know any mcre about it than I do.
~ The Secrrary ror PusLic Womx
Protector of Aboriginals in Western An
said so the other duy.

Mr. DEACON: In Quecusland we are
reducing  the vote.  We have itaken the
country froa:i these people, and now wo are
reducing the vote. It is net fzir that we
should be mean at their expe: It is no
use Sc«VZU" that we are doing more than any
other State; we are not doing encugh, ’

The SecreTary TOR PuysLic »,nmis: The
transfer of the aboriginals from the Taroor:
station has resulted in a savieg to the depart-
ment.

Mr. Brpaxn: Not much.
Mr. DEACON: There might b

iq monay, but is the transfer for
the uborlmnu]“ 7

The

]
=
)
& 0

The SecmErsry ror Punnio Al
their requiremients have been o
in this vote.

2r. DEAC"‘”: I want traightour

information. The hon. gentl savs that
all thm" requirelsents have beexn d for,

but has the transfer of the se
a benefit to the choriginals?

The SrcrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: We had
to transfer the station because of the con-
struction of the Cestle Creck irrigation
scheme.

Mr. DEACON': We take their country fron
them, and we cut down their mouey.
think it is a mistale. I do not think we
should treat them in a mean way. They
should have the full benefit of the mone\'
even though it is impessible to cffect a saving.

Mr. LLEVVELY\' (Zoowoomba): At the
outset I would like to express my apprecia-
tion at the 1emar1<a made by the hon. member
for W d.l\] ck. I am absolutzly in accord with
what he said. He referred to activities
of the LIo‘nP Department in i ‘*wrmd for
the infant, the indigent, the aged. “and the
care of the sick and suffenvo

The only criticism I have heard on this
vote has beon in reference to the Hospitals
Acts. qu Tocwoomba hospital was the first
Lospital in the State to make application to
the Government to he dmtuc ¢d. I say
*“n}'out hesitation that the application of
the Act to the "Toowocmba hospital has

cnf -been

el

3
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uited in the institution being placed on
a very much sounder and more efficient
basis than previously.

Mr. BraxD: Has the ambulance been taken
over by the hospital?

Mr. LLEWELYN: No. It will not be
fiecessary for the hospitals to take over the
worn of the ambulance brigades, provided
they are financed as they are at the present
time. I am hoping that the pcople of
Queensland will continue to appreciate the
work of such a wonderful instituticn as the
ambulance, and that it will not be ncces-
sary for it to come under the Act.

Mr. Crayrox: Why did they interfere with
the ambulance at M aryborough?

Mr. LLEWELYN: There may be local
conditions there which are not applicable to
Toowoomba.

Mr. Crayrox: Noj; they were in a good
financial position and rendering good service.

My LLEWELYN:
about ambulance affairs at
isut In other contres the
smbulance are managed ¢ onor ncam'
at the rzame time give a m
cieacy to the public.

I do ot kno any thing

M aryboro:

and
imum of cm»
That Dbeing so, I

cannot conceiva of any reasen why the ambu-

lance should be brought under the He spitals

The districting of the Toowcomba lhospital
was a very different matter. Ssme time prior
to the hospital being districied it was in
1 very difficult position and was una
collect #ufficient funds to finance the wovk
from month to month. The comn ittee at
v
v

us times was hard puf to it to find the
vhorewithal to enrry on the wor Some-
cne had to mffq thorebv and, \\1"”1 the
proper e of the sick was endangered in
this manner, the only remedy was i d
hie institution. I am partly in. accord w
SO ot the sentiments prezsed by hon.
nbers opposite. I believe there svo cor-
t2in men financizily sound who are in a
position to Coqtrm'lto their quota to the
sp of a hosni who do 1ot do =0, and
it 1s necessary that they should be compeltled

P

to pay their quota.

Mr. Branp: Wo are all in acesrd
general principle, provided th
over the whole community.,

with the
tax 1s spreast

Mr. LLEWELYN: I have in my hand
an interesting table shewing the local
authorities embraceq in the Toowecomba hos-
p;nls distriet,” together with the numbe
property owners involved,

e
spd the
OW

average amount
ner in each losal author
voads—
] "fh“‘
. | No. of [Hospitsi | Average
Local Authority.  |Property| Precept. Pr(ﬁ)eérty
H V- 27 - =
}O\mcrﬂ 1927-28. Ovner.
| £ s d.
Toowoomba .. .. 5,520 1,602 5 9
Cambooya .. e 586 455 | 15 6
Clifton , . .. .. 931 737 15 10
Crow's Nest .. .. 773 431 112
Drayton .. . 653 244 T 0
Highfields .. Lo 681 213 1 9 &
Jondaryan .. Lo 1,448 1,206 16 &
Millmerran .. .. 722 Ha1 16 4
Pittsworth .. .o 1,085 619 135
Rosalie .. .. ..o 2,200 917 g 4
Tarampa .. .. 1,298 465 7 2
15,877 | £7,580 9 7
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This is equal to a rate over the whole dis-
trict of 0.369d. in the £1.

Mr, Cravron: Do you say that is all the
tax they pax?

Mr. LLEWELYN: Yes.

Mr. Crayrox: That is only the direct tax,

but they also pay an indirect tax.

Mr. LLEWELYN: In the Toowoomba
hospital area there are 15,877 property
owners, whose tctal precept is £7,580, or

an average of Os. each.
is not much to cavil at in that?
Mr. Branp: Do you say the farmers pay
only that amount?
Mr, LLEWELYN: I do. I have given
vou cach shire with the number of property
owners and the amount of precept, and I

Surely there

have also given the average.
Mr. Epwanpg: That is only in respect of

small allotments,

The SECRLTARY FOR PuBLic WORKS:
bish!

Rub-

LLEWHNLYN: Does the hon. member

think that the charze falls only on the man

working outside tho township and not also
on the man in the town working on the
basic wage? I can disabuse his mind on
that scox If hon. members will divest
thelr minds of prejudice and look on the

matter in a persfectly fair way, they will
admit that a comparison of the conditionb
obtaining in the Toowcomba nosp* tal to-day
with those which prevailed prior to the
legislation of this Government shows the
cost to tho local authority to bz a mere
elle in eomparison with the interests
of the sick in the community. Their interests

are, or should be, the concern of everybody.
Hon. members opposite have made refer-
ence to the representation on the hospital
boards, T iy own case, before I recom-
mended any person for appomfment to the
Teowoonibs homual board I SdLlﬂltted the
to the Toowoomba Lranch of the

. _uabom“ Party, which made the

n by plebiscite, 1 sce nothmg wrong

in *bat
Mr. Braxn

Why should they be censulted
matter?

Mr. LLEWELYN: The recommendations
arc made by the parliamentary representa-
tive, who, in turn, puts the onus on the local
branch of the Australian Labour Party. That
is a fair and democratic way of conducting
the busmess. Men from the Labour ranks
give their time free. They arc possessed of
the same high standard of intelligence as men
on the other side, and I am quite sure that

in the

the Labour members on the Toowoomba
Ho~pxtah Board are above the average.
‘hey go there Sunday after Sunday and

sttend to various matters, and I resent the
cheap sneer of members opposite at the
relection of Labour representatives.

Mr. Corser: No personal matter was
brought in at all. It was the principle that
we attacked.

My, LLEWELYN: As a principle I do
not very much wrong with 1t. The
Hospitals Act has been a boou to the com-
munity, and it does not impose a hardship
on aunvone, When I was connected with the
aimbulance brigade it was my duty to go to
people and ask them to support that institu-
tion, and some of the wealthicst men in_the
cammunity never subseribed a Jpenny piece.
The same thing applies to the hospitals.

Mr. Liewelyn.]

soo
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What is the position to-day? The property-
owners, whether they like 1t or not, have to
subscribe.

Mr. BRAXD
owners?

Mr. LLEWELYN : Great Britain also had
a voluntary system, and that voluntary system
has failed. We have to look after the sick
and the afflicted, and we cannot depend on
the vagaries of human nature. We must
admit that the sick and afflicted should be
the first care of the community, and the best
way ©f financing the hospitals is that pro-
vided by the Act, although it may not be
perfect.

Mr. BRAND :
sation?

Mr. LLEWELYN: There is
wrong with nationalisation.

During this debate considerable reference
has been made lo the traffic regulations, and
I desire to refer more particularly to the
regulation regarding the tail lights of
motor vehicles. It would appear that that
regulation provides that the tail light shall
continue to burn at the rear of the car
during ihe whole tlme the car is moving;
but it does not require a great knowledge
of clectricity to lknow that it would be
possible for anyone with a criminal bent to
arrange for tne tail hght to be controlled
from the driver’s seat. This is a matter to
which the attention of the traffic authorities
should be drawn.

I desire also to make some reference to
our Westbrook Home. Several hon, members,
part*culally on the Government side, have
referred to our subnormal and abnormal
children. Possibly an abnormal boy will
learn something at a picture show that he
should not, and I am glad that the Director
of State Children made some drastic com-
ments in this regard in his report. Those
concerned should take this matter into con-
sideration and see whether if is not possible
s0 _to regulate the pictures shown that they
will not influcnce our children in the direc-
tion indicated by the Director of State
Children.

At 525 p.m,
The CHAlRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. LLEWELYN: I desire to pay a
tribute to the superintendent of the Boye
Home at Westbrook. The superintendent
has over minety boys under his care at
present. I suppose the highest tribute that
could be paid to the home is that the boys
who have left the institution and gone out
into life have made good as the resuli of
the care exercised by the superintendent in
the moulding of their character:. These
boys have written at different times to the
superintendent telling him how they are
getting on, and thanking him for the great
mnterest he manifested in them while they
were Inmates of the institution. At Christ-
mas and other periods of the year they
send donations in money and in kind. They
have made good as members of the com-
munity, and have a kindly thought for
the boys who arc inmates at the present
time, and send along gifts as a token of
apple“latlon of the treatment they them-
selves received. Every provision 1s made
for the physical wellbeing of the boys at
the home. They are taught cricket, tennis,
football, and all the sports which lead to
physical development, and their moral train-

[Mr. Llewelyn.

Why only the property-

What is wrong with nationali-

nothing
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ing and cducational welfare are not lost
sight of. It behoves me as a member for
a district close to the institution to speak
a kindly word in favour of the work of
the superintendent and his staff.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I wish
to deal with the vote for the * Chief Office,”
but, first of all, I desire to deal with the
statements mdde by the hon. member for
Toowoomba in connection with the appor-
tionmnent of the hospital tax. It was very
nice to hear ihe hon. member say that the
average for the city of Toowoomba is 5s. 9d.,
but he was kind enough to point out what
has been said on this side of the Chamber
all day—the inequality of the tax as it falls
upon the man on country land—and he has
proved it. I will show how futile his argu-
ment is, and the ineguality of the tax in
regard to the country districts. He says
their average ranges from 15s. 10d. to 16s. 4d.
a year. It is not a question of the average
tax, but what is the individual tax.

A GovernuenT MEMBER: What about the
relative ability to pay?

Mr., ROBERTS: The average tax is the
tax spread over the property owners in ihe
city of "Toowoomba, but the man in the
country has to pay Tand tax in addition to
the hospital tax.” I say that is wunfair.
If = man has only 100 acres of agricultural
land, for instance, he will have to pay some-
thing‘

The Becrersary ror Pusiic WoRKs:
less than {d. in the

Mr, ROBERTHY: Broadly speaking, he
would pay £2 a year. This tax is going to
increase. 'The hon. gentleman knows equally
with myself that so far we are only in the

experimental stage. Let the hon.

[5.30 p.m.] member lock at the new hospital

buildings in Toowcomba. I have
no fault to find with them, but we know
that the cost has yet to be put on the people
in the Toowoomba, hespital area. What is
it going to be? I say quite dohnltdy this
afternoon that the hon. member’s statement
is not worth the effort he put into it. The
tax is not an equitable tax at all.

It is

I am not concerned as to appomtment; to
hospital committees. I know that it is the

volicy of the Government to make their
appointments, and while they are the Go-
vermment 1, like the hon. member for
Burke, bow to their will. (Laughter,) I

lknow that the hon. mcmber for Toowoomba
ﬁnds considerable difficulty in satisiying
his people in the matter of getting thes»
"Lr)pomtmenb and I sympathise with Lim
uunder the circumstances.

In this country of ours
cstimable body of women known as the
Countlv Women’s Association. They have
asked {the Home Secretary to appomt one of

there is an

their nominces to the comittee of
Toov»oomba hosm’ml buL the Home Sex
tary

the Act w ould have *O be amenrlr 4. 1w anf
to give the he to that. It could be done if
the Minister were willing to flout the
lecomnlendatlon of the Australian Labour
Party at Toowoomba and appoint one of
these women. There is nothing to prevent
him doing it, but he must bow to the
majority of his party at Toowocomba and
take their appointees, although otherwise
he could quite easily have accppted two of
their nominations and appointed the
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nominee of the Country Women’s Associa-

tion. All this moonshine is no good. We
want to be up and doing things. We want
to look facts fairly and squalelv in the face.

Mr. HamrrLey: Do you know that the
Country Women’s Association is a political
body?

Mr. ROBERTS: I deny that quite defi-
nitely.. The Country Women’s Association is

not political, but I'do not want in any way
to bring it into the question in that way.

Mr. Harirey: You have done it.
Ir. ROBERTS: The association is doing

a very great work for the women of this
State.

Now I want to deal with two or three

matters affecting the chief vote of this
department, because I am somewhat dif-
ferent to many hon. members who have

spoken to-day. I am not altogether satisfied
with this department. I recognise that the
officers have a great amount of work to do.
In fact, they are called upon to do much
more than they are able to do capably. I
am not making that as a charge against the
Home Secretary or his officers. I recognise
that possibly the Government are calling on
the department to do more than it is able to
do, but I say that things are not being done
as efficiently and promptly as they should
be done in a department of the public
service.

Take the Darling Downs Pest Destruction
Board. We know that, unfortunately, some-
body in the Home Secretary’s office blun-
dered. It could be found out where the

blunder occurred, because someone must
have blundered at the start. The Pest
Destruction Board at Toowoomba was

anxious to get certain privileges and con-
ditions, and suggested to the Home Secre-
tary that certain powers should be given to
it. Why it wanted some of them I do not
know. I have told some of the members—
and there is no reason why I should not
repeat it here-—that they were only looking
for trouble in asking for these privileges.
They wanted to take over the fruit fly work
and other pest work pertaining to the fruit
industry in the Toowoomba district—a very
good task, but impossible for them. This
Parliament has shown that to be so by pass-
ing a special Aect in 1818, which Act, how-
ever. the Government have never heen game
to adminis The Bill, when iniroduced,
provided for a charge on the fruitgrower.

The then Leader of the Government, Mr.
Thecdore. said that it would be a_ mistake
to pass the Bill in that form, and it was
amended. Unfortunately, this board came
along with the suggestion that a by-law
should bo approved ‘enabling it to call upon
f\ uitgrowers in that district—a very large
to pay from 5s. for every tree from
one to twenty-five, and other graduated
amounts up to £2. The Home Departnent
ehouk? have consulted with the Department
of Agriculture, when it would have con-
cluded that it was inadvisable to promulgate
such a by-law. At any rate, the Lyr-law was
approved, and it was then discovered by the
Crown TLaw Cffice that the board had no
standing. The board had appoiutel officers,
called upon ])cop‘e to make their returns,
and collected fees. Quite a number of prople
refused to pay the fees, but others, rather
than run the risk of the pslice court prozecu-
tion which was threatened, countributed to

1927—4 1
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the fund, and £700 odd was collected. 1
understand that the board is still waiting to
see if it Is possible for the Home Department
to validate the by-law, so that the money
can be utilised. When the Water Act was
being discussed in the country this matter
came up for discussion also. The men
engaged in the fruit industry. did not object

to paying a reasonable amount for the
eradication of the pests affecting their

industry, but they contend—and they should
kiow—they are the men in the business—
that these pests cannot be dealt with in cne:
district, and, unless the board is made State-
wide, very little can be done. They object
to being made a buffer area for some other
locality. They say that down the range in
the Tarampa district the pests breed in
millions, so they cannot be eradicated in the
Toowoomba area. They say that such an
idea is unthinkable, and for that reason they
object. I am voicing their objection to- day,
and I am definitely accusing the Home-
Department of having blundered. The board
has no power. Someone went wrong in this
matter and caused this board a lot of incon-
venience. It has become an object of
ridicule, and no action has been taken with
the money beyond its investment at the pre-
sent moment. The Home Department should
give a decision promptly so that the board
may know just exactly where it stands.

Some time ago I presented a petition from
the people of Willowburn asking for the
construction of a certain road to meet the
convenience of the asylum. It was pointed
out that this road could be constructed at
very little expense, provided the department
approved. 1 have not heard a word since
about the petition. It shows there must be
something wrong somewhere.

Then there is the case of St. Vincent's
hospital. That institution secured a very
valuable grant from the Home Department.
I was asked to interest myself in the matter,
and presumably the same request was made
to the hon. member for Toowocmba, because,
when people are in need, they use every
cpportunity to secure representation. There
should be some courteous relstion between
the Minister and the departmental officers
and members of Parliament. It should not
be necessary for members of Parliament to
visit the department to ask definitely whether
certain things have been dene. 1 afterwards
ascertained--not through the department—
that the Government had decided to grant
£500 to St. Vinceut's hospitsl. That has
placed that wonderful institution in a very
unfortunate position.

They have their pn»ate wards, but they
do a la ‘we amount of puul( work for the
eick of the distriet, and, xlgnt v or wrongly,
assunic that thevy have io take in public
pati&nts. They find now that their vote is

&5 only, and this will place them in an
anfortunate position,

public

These matters are of ;
and ~how me that “Oﬂlt‘thll]" is slipping in
conncction with this department, and, if so,
it is my duty to voice mx opinion. I pro-
pose to take occasion to discuss the varlous
votes affecting matters COHLC’HH’]O‘ my own
electorate or the interests of the State.

importance

The city council of Toowoomba is giving
very definite evidence of & desire to do some-
thing for the health of the people. This
week they are holding a sperial health week.
I am pleased to know that the progress

Mr. Roberts.]
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and the Country Women's Asso-
co-cperating  with thn cit;
31 and attompting to do all that is
possible 1o try and influcuce the minds
the public on how necessary It is o ¢
their first attention to matters concerning
health, This week addrosses on health ave
being delivered by medical men and officers
of the council to all the schools in and around
the Teowoeoniba district. I am pleased to
poy this compliment fo thrm

thiis

weroriatlors
11 qaire

sitting  in
d some figu
the lﬂpolr o' the me
On page 15 1

Chamber I have
that are_included in
Benevolent Asyl
find theve is a statcrent giv

the gross ali(l net expenditure and thy cost
per head of the i am  alwars
anxious to know a as possible the
amount of money we obtain from the

Cominonwealth (x(,wrr’nxent for the inmates
of Dunwich who receive the old-age pension.
I do not know how many instances similar to
the ore I am about to rcfer to could be found
if w2 wont through the whole of the reports
of the sub-departments, but I found that this
starvement does not balance. In one instance
it is £410 out and in another instance £90
out. That shows me that the work is not
being done as it shbould be. If this 1is
evidence of the general run of sub-depart-
ments, then there is not much in it. To me
it 1s a most important matter. A public
document should be correct, and printers’
errors should not ocecur. have not the
time nor do I desire to go through these
reports to see if they are corrcet. When 1
read them, I assume that they are reliable
and authentic. This shows that somcone is
not doing his job. If the officers in this
departmem have more than they can do, it
is up to us to sce that they are assisted.
1 do not want to complain, but I have reason
to believe that the department is overworked.
I say that definitely. The Home Secretary’s
Department is called upon to administer
more than it is able to deal with, That is
what I have been attempting to illustrate
this aftermoon. It is a department that
comes in contact with every person in the
community at some time or other, cither at
birth, marriage, or death. It has linked up
with the whole system of this community.
1 appreciate the job which the department

has to underrake, and for this reason I want-

to have reliable and authentic information
placed before us. The matter of the corre-
spondence which I mentioned, together with
this incorrect table and other matters, satis-
fies me that officers of the department are
overworked. If not,

then someons is not
doing his job.
My, LLEWELYN (Zoowonmba): 'The
hon. member for Kast Toowoomba has

referred to the question of Government assist-
ance to St. Vincent's hospital, Toowoomba.
I know that the hon. gentleman, like mysclf,
has interested himself in the Welfare of that
institution, and I desire to give him full
credit for it. As the result of our joint
representations, the Home Secretary’s Depavt-
ment has granted an additional £250, which,
considering the many den ands made upon
the ¢ Golden Casket” funds, is a very
gencrous donation.

T should like to refer to the work of the
Country Women's Association., I do not
for one moment regard that as a political
body, because in my experience—and I have
had a considerable amount—its activities

[Mr. Roberts.
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are in ro way political. and T feel it
duty to give arterance to that fact to-day.
My, DASH (Mundingbarea): 1 am pleazed
io note increassd allocations for many of
the institutions covered by thiz vote.
Roference has

my

been made to the work of

the cfficers of the Home Secretary’s Depart-
meLt, and, as one who has had a goed deal
to do with the depaviment. I wish to sccord
my m("*d of praise to the officers from the
Under Seeretary down to the m ger. No
matter how much trouble they may be put
to, theso cfficers ave ai all times ‘only too
anxicus to find out the true facts of a
¢ and to afford all the information thas

it is 1 their power
Speaking for my

to convey

own clectors, I can
say that in the prescut Home Becreotary we
have one of the most sympathetic Minsters
who have controlled that department. It
is said that a former Home Secretary, in the
person of the hon. nmiember for Albert. was

also moszt considerate. but. of course, that
ventleman’s occupancy of the position was

before my time, and I speak only of facts
within my knowlcdge,

In Mr. Gall, the Under Secretary, we
have an ollicer well fitted to discharge the

duties which he is ealled upon to undertake;
and every officer from Mr. Chuter, the Assix
tant Under Secvetary, to the messenger, Mr.
Mulcahy, is of the most courteous disposi-
tion.

I think one of the best institutions we have
in Queensland to-day is the baby clinic,
whose operations I am hopeful will be
extended still further. That the work of the
clinies 1s of serviee cannot be denied; the
tributes paid by mothers who have taken
advantage of their services is proof of that.
A point which is sometimes lost sight of
is that these clinics are established not
to treat children when they are sick but
to give advice which may prevent chil-
dren from contracting various forms of ill-
ness. The babies are well cared for and the
nurses employed are very highly skilled.
The department, in establishing maternity
wards, arranged for certain nurses who held
double certificates to come along and get
experience in child welfare:; and they were
afterwards able to conduet the clinies in other
towns. I would like to see baby clinics estab-
lished, with trained nurses in charge, visit-
ing the back country and giving the mothers
tuition the same as is done in the cities. I
think that is the intention of the Home
Secretary, and, if they are established under
somewhat similar conditions to the domestic
science carriages good work will be done and
the money will be well spent.

Some criticism has taken place in connec-
tion with the ** Gelden Casket” and to the
fact that the funds reccived in this way are
used to assist charitable institutions, A good
deal of revenue comes from that source, and,
if it had not been for the holding of the
© Golden Casket.” that money would have
been sent to Hoburt and utilised there. The
closing up of the “'Golden Casket” in
(‘uwmland would rot stop people from secur-
ing tickets in Tattersalls’ sweep. They have

agents all over Queensiand, and even at
the present time a large amount of money
leaves this State and goes to Ilobart. If

the Government can keep that money in
Queensland, it will be a gcod thing, The
fact that money  roceived  through  the

“ Golden Casket ™ is used to assist in the
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upkeen of our hospitals has sasved the con-
solidated revenue a large amount of morney

I notice that the vote {for * Gutdoor Relief”
Las been inereased. No doubt the depart-
ment realisos that in the near future several
indust now operating will be closing
down o to drought and other cenditions,
and, us a result, a large number of men will
bo thrown ont of employment, Dwspite the
fact that some of themi will receive relief
{rom the CUnemployment Iusurance IFund,
they can only reccive a certain amount,
according to the amount paid into the Insuy-
ance fund, and the Home Ofiice basz been
alive to the situation and has placed this

extra money on the vote for - Quidoor
Relief 7 for the purpose of relieving dis-
tress, particularly in cases where there ave

big families.

The hon, member for Cunningham referred
to the vete for  Relief of Aboriginals.” I
wirs one of those who had the opportunity
c¢f visiting the Barambah settlement with
the Home Secretary, and it was quite a
surprise to me to sce the fine work done
there in connection with aboriginals, One
realises what the Labour Government have
done for the Australian native when we com-
pare the present ireatment with that meted
out to the aboriginals by previous Govern-
ments. In those days, about the month of
May in each year, the aboriginal was handed
a blanket and a tomahawk, and he was
compelled to go round to the people in the
district and chop wood in order to get food
to live or else chase kangaroos and walla-
bies in the scrub. The condition of the
aboriginals at Parambah spcalks well for
the work the Government are doing. The
children are being well educated. Recently
in Townsville I met two aboriginals who
had been educated at the Barambah settle-
ment. They had purchased a boat, and
they explained intelligently to me the con-
ditions of the agreement for purchase. They
pointed out that they were going fishing on
the Barrier Reef, what they could earn per
week, and the amount of money they antici-
pated they would be able to save by the
end of the year. The aboriginals at Baram-
bah were building their own homes, which
were well kept; and they had their own
hospital. The young aboriginal females were
learning the art of domestic scicnce. It
was interesting to see these aboriginals at
work making baskets and clothes, patching
up the old men’s trousers for the young
fellows, and the different kinds of work they
were doing. The aboriginal boys were mal-
ing toys and learning mechanics’, work in

the way of house-building, carpentering,
Jjoinery and various kinds of woodwork,
We went to the kitchen, and saw the

aboriginals preparing the food, which was

sccond to none in comparison with most
of the establishments in any part of the-
State, They cooked an excellent dinner for

the visitors, and the waiting at the table was
first-class. Some of the men were in charge
of a sawmill, and others were doing farm
work. The place seemed to be almost self-
supporting, There were no complaints from
the aboriginals. They had their own brass
band. I noticed there was great jealousy
between the brass band plavers and the
aboriginals who wanted a corroboree to
show that they were ahead of the * brass-
bandites.”

An OPrositTioN MEMBER :

Were you there
for the races? (Laughter.)

L'Ei NOVEMBER.]
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Me. DASII: I was there when the races
were on.  There was no holding-up theve,
and no enuie for criticism by *° Harvester 7
cr other sporting writers. (Laughter.) Ther
were all out from tue word "“go.” The

man on the grey happened to score on both

oceasions—he won the double, if 1 recollect
rightly.

I want now to refer to fire bi: 1
have a report from the Towns fire
brigade board, which shows that they arve

ot U work in the controliing of fires
there. There 3 agraph in the report,
copied  from al published in the
United Sroares s cffect—

C Evers

n should take to heait
the nic

issued by Herbert Hoover,
of Commerce,

The annual fire loss suffered increas-
ingly throughout the nation is a raatter
of the gravest national impovt, and
one that demands the concerted action
of all citizens.

Let no one think that he who suffers
no fire suffers no loss. The wastage
of national resources places a tax on
every citizen, No nation is so wealthy
that it can consign to the flames
property worth such vast amounts with-
out the loss being felt throughout the
entire economic structure. No insur-
ance system can be devised that will
not retlect this loss in the costs of pro-
duction, for which every citizen must
pay. No business can be conducted,
no commodities offered to the public,
without taking into consideration the
costs of fire insurance.”’

[7 p.m.]

Then we have another paragraph—

““A matter that Is more important
than fire-extinguishing is fire-preven-
tion. This is a subject to which every
business man and every citizen shoutd
pay serious attention. The term °fire-
prevention’ is often misunderstood an-
misapplied. It should not be con-
founded with fire-combating or extin-
guishing. The fact of having an effi-
cient fire staff and machinery must .ot
be considered as being well protected.
Sound fire protection 1s based on [ire-
prevention, just as it i3 better to have
healthy  surroundings by studying
hygiene, sanitation, etc., than to neglect
these and pride ourselves on having
good doctors to cure the ills that might
have been avoided. Under fire-preven-
tion should be classed all preventive
measures, including the education of the
publie. This education might, and has
in somge parts, taken the form of prac-
tical stories, introduced into the elemen-
tary readers in the schools, displacing
the meaningless fables of the old order.”

That is a paragraph taken from the annual
report of the Townsville Fire Brigade, and
there is no doubt that it should commend
itself to people not only in Townsville but
also in other parts of the State. It points
out that ‘“ prevention is better than cure.”
Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): I wish to
preface my remarks on this vote by com-
plimenting the Minister on his efficient and
humane administration of his department.
The hon. gentleman has, if not one of the

Myr. Carter.]
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most important departments of the Govern-
ment, at least onc which covers very many
important activitics. It is a department
which calls for all the kindly consideration
and sympathetic treatment which can be
given to it, and amongst the many success-
ful Ministers who _have been in charge of
this department the hon. member for Mount
Morgan ranks with the late Mr. Foxton and
the hon. member for Albert. There is no
doubt that'we have a very capable man in
the Minister, although, like other hon. mem-
bers, I deplore the fact that he has much
less money to handle than is needed to
administer the affairs of his department.
Unfortunately, it may be said of the whole
world that much more money could be spent
by every Government than is spent to-day.
But we have to realise in Queensland, as they
are realising in other States of the Com-
monwealth, that some economy will have to
be practised, and, unfortunately, a depart-
ment such as that administered by the Home
Secretary feels the drawing in of the purse
strings particularly. Like many other hon.
members on the other side, I could speak
about needs that have not been met, but I
know that the Minister has to cut his coat
according to his cloth, and I am not one to
ask him to do the impossible. You cannot
get more than 20s. out of the sovereign;
and the Minister is doing the best he can
with the money at his disposal. I regret
that he cannot do more; but that is not
possible under the circumstances, and I am
satisfied that he is doing his best.

I was particularly struck during the dis-
cussion by some of the remarks which fell
from the hon. member for Warrego. He
touched upon a very important matter—the
necessity for care in introducing people into
the world and the methods by which it
should be done. I am satisfied that we are
mwuch less careful of humanity than we are
cf cur horses, our sheep, our pigs, our goats,
or our fowls. When we set about breeding
horses great care is taken to select the very
best dams and sires. But, when it comes to
humanity. we deal with the matter in a
haphazard way: and, if a person is mentally
deficient, or deficient in other ways, we take
ro notice of it.

Mr. Moore: You would not like anybody
to pick out something wrong with you.

CARTER: T am not concerned so
much about myvself as about hon. members
sitting on the other side. (Laughter.) A
great deal more could be done in connection
with ecugenics than is heing done to-day.
In an age like this, when we are going
deeply into research, thiz is one of the ques
tions that could be taken up.

The hon. member for Warrego pointed
out quite a number of cases where bread-
winners had been placed in an' asylum as
mentally unfit, and during some period when
they were not sufficiently demented to be
retained in the institution they were released.
but immediately that was done a new start
was made with the family. That has taken
nlace in many cases that I have had under
apservation. Very great care should be
taken with persons found to be mentally
deficient. They should be regarded by the
commuritv as unfit to be the fathers or
mothers of the children of the future. That
applies to our herds. and. if it applies to
our herds. surely we should be just as parti-
cular in the rearing of the human race! We
have sufficient mentally deficient persons

[Myr. Carter.
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introduced from overseas without introdue-
ing others into the world through the natural
channels.

With regard to general scientific research
for medical and other purposes, I agree
with the hon. member for Warrego that we
should choose those who are fit for that
particular purpose.  Whilst I would not
restrict the practice of medicine entirely to
men skilled in surgery and medicine, I
would suggest that considerable oversight be
cxercised over those who practise as her-
balists, etc. The hon. member for Fitzroy
has stated that some herbalists have been
successful in restoring men to good health,
but that does not justify every herbalist in
practising medicine. Whilst the herbalist
may be permitted to some extent to practice
medicine as a chemist, still I think great
care :thould be taken in the selection of
people to carry out scientific research. If
the people of the community desired to have
some person engaged in cancer research
they would not choose a fishmonger or a well-
sinker, but would desire the person placed
in charge of that work to be checsen from
those skilled in surgery and practical medi-
cine, and with a thorough knowledge of
chemistry. The men selected to carry out
these particular duties can be secured only
from the proper school where the store of
knowledge of surgery and medicine is
imparted to them.-

The Pmemier: What about the Abrams
treatment?

Mr., CARTER: If the Abrams treatment
is thoroughly scientific, then I am prepared
to allow those people who believe in ‘it to
have it practised upon themselves. The
community have a perfect right to come
together and secure a machine to carry out
the Abrams treatment.

The PReMIER: . Somecthing
hares? (Laughter.}

Mr. CARTER: Yes.

mitted to obtain such an instrument and
practise upon those who are desirous of
being practised upon; but I would like to
see the greatest care exercised by those in
charge 11 the selection of the very best
prople for scientitic research, and I know of
no people better fitted than those skilled
in medicine, anatomy, and surgery.
. Most_of our past and recent discoveries
in medicine have been made by highly-
trained men like Pasteur and Mechnikov.
They were wonderful men, who did a great
deal for medicine. We do not hear of men
who accidentally appeared in the commu-
nity without any knowledge of medicine giv-
ing us anything valuable from a scientific
point of view. Therefore I believe, with the
hon. member fcr Warrego, that we should
be very careful in a selection of people for
the carrying on of research of this kind, and,
whilst not debarring from practising medicine
all except thosze trained in a medical school,
I would see that care was exercised in the
selection of men for medical research.

Some mentisn has been made of quacks
practising medicine, but I am quite sure
that, if a person wanted any advice on a
matter of law, he would go to a trained
lawyer, or if he wanted advice in a matter
of geology, he would go to a trained
geologist. If a man wanted a loaf of bread,
he would not go to a fishmonger for it.

Mr. Mocee: If 2 man wants to sink a well
he usually gets the assistance of a water
diviner.

like the tin

They shouid be per-
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Mr. CARTER: That is so. He would get
a trained water diviner; but I have seen
some water diviners who could not find water
when they went to look for it.

Mr. Moogre: So have I.

Mr. CARTER: Several hon. members on
both sides of the Committee have touched on
the subject of financing hospitals. I want
to volce my opinion on this matter. I would
sconer have the present system of hospital
beards, with all its defects, and the present
method of finance than revert to.the old
voluntary system. It is possible that the
present system of raising money by a precept
on the local authorities is not an entirely
equitable one. I would prefer to see the
money raised out of the common revenue.
I agree with the hon. member for Nanango
that a farmer dces not always receive the
basic wage. I am satisfied that there are
plenty of farmers in my district who are
paying rates for the upkeep of hospitals and
ar the same time do not receive the basic
wage. I also agree with hon. members
representing farming districts who state that
there are plenty of farmers not earning the
bhasic wage even with the assistance of their
families. I realise that my suggestion means
the entire Government control of hospitals.

A good many hon. members have touched
upon our trafiic problems. The motor car,
the motor ’bus, and the motor lorry are
invaluable aids to meet modern conditions.
I cannot imagine the condition of a city like
Sydney if it had to resort to the old horse
traffic. There is no doubt that some control
of motors should be exercised. It is all too
comon, as has been pointed out by one hon.
member, for these motors to travel at a
much greater speed in our streets than they
need do. Motorists should adopt a little
more care in passing stationary tramcars.
Only to-night I left a tramcar at the corner
of George and Queen streets, and alongside
the car was a long string of motor vehicles,
one jambed behind the cther, which greatly
increased the difficulties of the people getting
out of the car. Some little time back an
illustration was given showing the position
of the foremost motor car in relation to a
stationary tram, and emphasising that no
motor car must overtake a stationary tram.
Motor cars should not attempt to block or
pass a tram car while it is stationary. That
regulation should be enforced.

In this connection I am not finding fault
with the police, whom I regard as being as
efficient a body of men as will be found in
Australasia. Speaking as one who has
travelled extensively in the other States, I
believe that, with the exception perhaps of
traffic control, they are the equal of any
police force. Traffic is much better con-
trolled in Melbourne than here, but that is
largely a matter of more experience on ‘the
part of the Southern people.

Mr. Moore: There are safety zones there.

Mr. CARTER: Yes, and there are other
‘things,

A very pernicious practice which is gain-
ing ground in this State is in connection
with motor and vehicular traffic waiting to
cross streets drawing right across the footway
during the time that a right-of-way is given
to iraffic in the main street. Tor example,
traffic in Queen street iz given the right-of-
way, and vehicles in George street draw
right acrcss the footwar to the danger of
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pedestrians, Such a practice is not per-
mitted in the main strects in Sydney, where
the offending car or vehicle is compelled to
go back under penalty of a fine. Some such
svstem should be introduced here, and I
commend the suggestion to the Home Secre-
tary; the lives of pedestrians should not be
endangered because a few irresponsible
veople do that sort of thing.

Another matter to which I draw attention
is the congestion of a thoroughfare like
Queen street by the parking of cars. For
a city like Brisbane that street is far too
narrow; vet cars are parked in it, and busi-
ness people like Finney, Isles, and Company
are stupid enough to believe that two or
three cars in front of their business premises
will lead to business. If cars were com-
pelled to park outside of Queen street—I
do not care where so long as the main streets
are kept free—it would assist those in control
of the traffic and add considerably to the
comfort of pedestrians and shoppers.

Speaking on the matter of the Greater
Brisbane Council, I was one of these who
were enthusiastic af the time that scheme
was put into operation. I fully anticipated
that ‘every activity within the Greater Bris-
bane area would come within the ambit of
the council. In New Zcaland there is not
a city in which the municipality does not
control public utilities like water, sewerage,
trams, and in many cases hoth electricity
and gas. I am satisfied that in DBrisbane
not only should the trams be put under
the council’s control, but also the Water
Board’s activities. There is no greater
tragedy in Queensland than the Metro-
politan Water Supply and Sewerage Board,
which has been a calamity since its inception.
It is as great a calamity as the trams were
under Mr. Badger. Reading the “ Courier ”’
recently I was struck by a remark made
bv the deputy mayor of Brisbane, Alderman
Watson, having reference to the trams, with
which I entirely agree. Having lived in this
city for over a quarter of a century, I have
had the opportunity of closely observing the
tramway service. There were no more
deplorably-run  trams than during Mr.
Badger's regime, hecause I do not think
there was a wheel on a tram that had not
flat places on its surface. and there was never
enough power to run all the cars needed for
the service.

Against his will he was compelled to stop
his trams before crossing the street, when he
used to go full speed across. I will admit that
the passengers on the trams, like those in
the present trams, at least received courtesy
from the conductors. Though some may find
fault, my experienca of the employees on
the trams is that thev are amongst the most
courtecous and capable officials I have ever
met. Despite the fact that I have seen the
trams crowded to the limit, I have seen
thesa employees in the best of good temper
push through and collect the fares. Many
of us would be very angry if we had to
do that work. and I must admit that I
myself would be quite unfitted for it. They
exercise the greatest care and patience, and
I am sure they look well after the interests
of both the council they are employed
by and the travelling public, and though
there may be an odd one or two with
whom fault could be found, speaking
of them as a body they do their work faith-
fully and well. To-day, under the manage-
ment of the council, the trams are more
efficient, more useful, and more pleasant to

Myr. Carter.]
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ride in than were the trams under Mr.
Badger. They are a vast Improvement on

the old trams, and to-day there are no bstter
trams in any part of Australia than the
trams functioning in Brisbane,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the

hon. member will now discuss the vote.

Mr. CARTER: There has bcen a good
deal of latitude allowed in this discussion.
It appears to me that a good deal of the
discussion has been entirely out of order.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is taking both latitude and longitude.
(Laughter.)

Mr. CARTER: I was carried away by
the interjections of the members of the
Opposition.

I would like to say a word of commenda-
tion on the activities of the Commis<ion
which was appointed to inguire into local
authority boundaries. Though I have not
read 1ts report

My, Moorr :
vet. (Laughter.)

Mr. CARTER : T know some of their activi-
ties, andl T am quite in accord with a great
deal of that which they have in view.

It has not boen presented

An Oprosirroxy Mrpuser: No one knows
what they are doing.
Mr. CARTER: I have inquired very

closcly, and kuow something of what they
are doing. In my distriet we have a num-
ber of local authorities, and two of these
lecal authorities could wzll be amalgamated.
What occcurs there oceurs in manv other
places, and a good deal of money could be
saved by creating greater local authority
arcas. Two or three lecal autheorities could
he combined and put under one shire clerk
and one cngineer. A great deal of good
could he done in that wav, and I am in

svmpathy  with  what the Commission  is
doing. I have discusied the matter with

members of the Commission and know some-
thing of what they are inquiring into and
sbmething of that which they will report on.
Therefore T am in accord with their worl and
with the prospective report that they will
bring in. i

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford. Mount Morgan): Before the vote goes
through, although T have replied earlier
in the day to many of the suggestions made,
I would like to refer briefly to seme of the
statements made since I spoke this morning.
Although the vote is for only £7.852. about
sixteen hours have been occupied in discuss-
ing the pros and cons of the whole of the
ramifications of the Tome Office. and I think
it i3 a tribute to the officers of that depart-

ment that so few complaints have been
levelled against the administration. The
complaint of the hon. member for East

Toowoomba regarding the overwork of the
stuff is one that the Home Office staff arc
quite prepared to reply to, bocause thev are
doing congenial work and are doing it under
congonial circumstances.  They are endea-
vouring in every possible wav fo meet the
wishes of the many callers at the Home
Office.  Membrrs of Parliament who call
at the office can expect that courtesy which
they always mect with when thev come to
that office, )

The hon. member complains of a by-law
which was passced through the Home Office

[y, Carter,

[ASSEMBLY ]

Supply.

but which was invalidated. The Home Office
is not a legal office, nor does it offer legal

advice, The experience of the officers, which
is always available to local authorities, is~
invaluable at times and represents a con-

siderable amount of saving to certain local

authoritics, but the Home Office does not pro-

fess to be a legal authority. The by-law

referred {o gave to a Darling Downs Pest

Destruction Board certain powers under the

Local Authorities Act by regulating the impo-

sition of a specified tax. The by-law was
drafted, by the Local Authorities’ Associa-

tion’s solicitor, and submitted to the Home

Office, which in turn submitted it to the

Crown Law Office. It was O0.K.ed in that

office, and went through the ordinary form.

The by-law afterwards proved to be invalid,

and to-day we are endeavouring by conferring

with the Department of Agriculture to find

rome way out of the difficulty and to gain

their consent to somce jeint method to solve

the problem.

I wish to vefer to a petition presented, T
undersrand. by the hon. member for East
Toowooniba to the Home Office some time in
July. to which the hon. member for East
Toowoemba says he received no reply. I do
not know whether he personally presented
the petition at the Home Office or to me at
Parliament House. I have had the records
searched. and the petition is there, but there
iz nothing to show who prewented it. There
is no. accompanying letter. If the petition
was presented to me at Parliament House,
no doubt I might have taken it to the office
as an act of courtesy without knowing whom
I recetved it from, believing that the ordi-
nary business method had been pursued, and
that there would be some identification marks
to show who gave it to me. The fact is that
it was found in my office as coming from Too-
woomba. It is a hardy old annual which we
have been dealing with for some years in the
shape of a request to the department to make
a road through a reserve near our institu-
tion. which would not serve us at all, and
which has been repeatedly turned down. 1
was in Toowoomnba when Mr. Justice Brennan
represented the electorate, and I met a depu-
tation on the subject. I stated that the
department could not entertain the request.
that we should expend money in making a
road for people not in any way connected
with our institution. We have always agreed
to make our portion of roads within our own
grounds. As a matter of fact, we have for
some time seriously considered taking in the
reserve where this road is wanted and adding
the ground to the institution and closing the
road. I have the petition here, and there
is no accompanying letter with it; there are
only the names of the petitioners to go on.
It was found in my office without any mark
of identification on it, and I do not accept
any responsibility for its having gone astrav.
There is a proper course to adopt im
approaching the department, and any hon.
member who adopts that course will always
recsive a reply. Mr. Gall informed me that
he had a personal interview with Mr.
Llewelyn, the hon. member for Toowoomba,
and informed him that this matter had been
dealt with previously, and that he contem-
plated going to Toowoomba to investigate
the maiter with a view to adding the reserve
to the ground of the institution.

The hon. member for East Toowoomba also
discovered a slight error in the report pre-
sented by the Under Secretary. It was a
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printer’s typographical error, one to which
the hon. member could easily have drawn the
attention of the Under Secretary. It merely
placed some ﬁgmes in the wrong column, but
did not alter the total.

{7.30 p.m.]

Another matter to which the hon. member
referred is St. Vincent’s hospital. Hvery-
body must recognise that, in common with
other hospitals, it is doum excellent work.
The hon. member for Kast 'loowoom’km, with
the hon. member for Toowoomba, has
repeatedly urged me to give financial assist-
ance to this institution. I have been most
generous to it. When visiting Toowoomba I
have scen this magnificent building, and
wondered who advised the sisters to place
such a building in a town like Toowoomba,
the populatlon of which docs not justify it.
The hospitai may do good work, as the hon.
member says, but to a]l intents and purposes
iv is a private institution. The Government
have no check upon its expenditure; no
investigation of its accounts. I have helped
it at times when it was in a critical financial
position; but I have always pointed out to
the veverend mother in charge the position
that the h(mpxtal o%uples and I did it

a gooJ \’\Olk it did not scrutinise the
finunecial position of its patients, and it would
have to recognise, just as every other hos-
pital has to recognise, that cach year a
definite progrumme of work is set by this
Government, for which the ** Golden Casket”’
fuuds ave called upon. Kvery hospital com-
mittee or board in the State has to recognise
that the money we are able to give them as
a graut from the fund must come from the

surpius that we have left after we have
carried out owr buil ding programme. As I
said previously to-day, we have mow entered
upon the building of some of the largest
maternity wards or hospitals in Queensland,
Olllk!ld(’ln“ the large centres of population.

The hon. member for Fast Toowocomba, with
the hon., member for Toowoomba, acquainted
me with the facs that a deputation from this
institution was coming to sec me. I met the
deputation and pldced the whole position
betore theni. They left me perfectly satisfied
that I had treated them in a very generous
manner, particularly the reverend mother
from Melbourne, who is a keen business lady
and recognised that my attitude had been
most sympathetic. I explained that the
attitude I was taking towards that hospital
was not different from the attitude I was
forced to tal\(\ towards other institutions
which had a direct claim on my department,
and I felv that she left perfectly satisfied.

In the course of this debate numerous
suggestions—some  of them valuable—have
Leen made with regard to the question of
traflic control. I think it will be recognised
that, if I were to attempt to give effeot to
every suggestion embracing additional police
services, the vote would not be sufficient to
ece me through. What hon. members have
to remember is that the present cust to the
Government cf the traffic work in the metro-
politan arca represents something  like
£13,000 a year, and, when they get up and
tell us what is done in Melbourne or else-
where, they must remember that in Victoria
the Government are compensated for their
cutlay by the lccal authorities of the State.
Traffic con‘uol is the function of local
authorities, and, although the State is super-
vising the traffic in Brisbane through the
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police, there are many aspects of traffic
regulation which might be undertaken by
local authorities.

Take, for instance. the parking of the cars
in Oueon street. The policemen to-day are
a very expensive item in the civil side of our
life.  Hon. members have complained that
there is a shortage in the number of police.
If the local authorities assisted in the con-
trol of traflic, then we would have sufficient
police to mect the requircments of other
services that the police should be performing.

The hou. member for Normanby stated
that in connection with the crossing of a
strect at a certain point I had blamed the
women and children. That was altogether
wrong. In dealing with that complaint I
stated that at that particular point pedes-
trians were anxious to cross the road, and
would not observe the ordinary rale of
traffic—that is, remain on the side of the
road on which they alight until the tram has
moved on, and then cross at the proper
crossing.  Motorists have certain respon-
sibilities, but pedestrians also have responsi-
bilities. I am satistied that when the new
regulations are printed and brought into
existence and the suggestions made during
this debate ave presented to the traffic
department, we may look for an improve-
ment in some of the things that have been
mentioned.

The hon.

member for Burnett spoke at
charging me as IIome Secre-
tary contlol]mp the ho~p1tal= with selecting
men of one polltxca] shade of opinion when
appointing Governmient representatives to
hospital boards. 1 do not know how he
supports the argument that in administering

the Act and deputing certain powers to
representatives I should seleet to repre-

sent me on the board men who are hostile to
the very 1001matvon that I would be asking
them 1o administer. The thing would be
unthinkable, I 100n upon the Government
representatives on hospital boards as persons
to give effect to the policy of the Government
they represent, and whom better could I
ask to recommend suitable men in an elector-
ate of which I have little knowledge than
the Labour represcentative in Parliament,
and, failing the Labour reperesentative of
the elect01ate the organisation that is carry-
ing out the work of the pohtlcal party that
I represent in this Chamber?

GovErNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the
policy I have adopted. The Hospitals Act
is based upon sound principles of represen-
tation. If the local authorities desired to
tclect a candidate, would they select a person
who did not support their party? They
might do so in i:olated cases; but in most
cases they would sclect a man who would
give effect to the policy of the people select-
ing him. The hon. member for East Too-
woemba suggested that I should place a
vepresentative  of the Country Women’s
Asscciation on the Toowoomba Hospital
Board. I ask the hon. member why the
Jocal authority does not place one of these
Jadies on the board.

Mr. Roreris: The local authority has
the right to appoint only ene representative.

The HOME SECRETARY: The local
authorities have the right to appoint three

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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representatives. There is no more responsi-
bility on me to give effect to that proposi-
tion than there 1s on the hon. member for
East Toowoomba to carry out what I sug-
gest. If there are subscribers in the district,
then they have the right to elect three repre-
sentatives. The subscribers in Rockhampton
elected two ladies to the hospital board. I
do not know whether they are on the board
still, but I know they were there for a while,
and ro doubt they did excellent work.

The hon. member for Burrum in referring
to the Xospitals Act mentioned the {fact
that the hospital rate in the Bundaberg dis-
trict this year was 14d. in the £1. That
may be quite correct, for that is the worst
district from a hospital point of view in
the whole of the State. I say that for this
reason : The hospital district of Bundaberg
is the most over-hospitalised district we have
in the State. There are too many hospitals
in 1t, and the cost of maintenance under the
present  system is enormous.  When the
hospital board was created the condition
was such that the principal hospital in Bun-
daberg was practically bankrupt. In that
large institution they had six pairs of
pviamas only for eighteen patients, while
there was a corresponding shortage in the
hospital equipment. That meant that the
beard had to shoulder the policy of extra-
vagance initiated in the early days of that
district, and until the board gives effect to
its policy of co-ordinating the hospital ser-
vices under one roof, and by this method
reducing the managerial expenses, the
district will have to continue to carry the
burden. It is recognised by hospital autho-
rities that five beds per 1,000 of population
Is  reasonable provision to make in a
hospital; but at Bundaberg the provision is
8.5 beds per 1,000, and the institutions are
scattered in different parts of the district,
with different controls and different over-
head expenses. That all means that added
-expenditure. is necessary.

Take the Childers hospital, in which the
hon. member for Burrum is interested.
To-day, owing to a provision of the Hospi-
tals Act which gives sccurity of finance and
enables a hospital hoard to embark upor
a2 policy of construction with a certain
<degree of financial stability, the little town
-0f Childers is building an up-to-date hospi-
tal costing £9,600. The repayment of that
money is based on similar terms to a loan
-obtained by a local authority undertaking
loan work. The repayments will be spread
-over a sufficient number of years so that those
who enjoy the benefit of the asset will carry
the burden by repaying the interest and
principal represented in that assct. That is
a sound financial policy.
Mr. Moore: Very sound.

The HOME SECRETARY: What oppor-
tunity would the Childers people have had
under the old system of raising one-third of
that sum before they could start to put a
stump in the ground to give effect to their
hespital policy ?

I recognise that the ex-chairman of the
Bundaberg Hospital Board, Mr Cattermull,
did escellent work., He was a man of
indenendent means, who gave a considerable
amount of his time to the institution. As a
result he was able to do a vast amount of
work 2t the most critical period in the
history of the board. He was on the board
ns a subscribers’ representative. I regret
that there was not a sufficient number of

[Hlen. J. Stopford.
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subsecribers to enable him to retain his seat.
because in the matter of continuity of policy
I personally believe that Mr. Cattermull
would have played a most important part.
The new board is tackling its task, and it
has a big task ahead of it. It has to bring
its institutions into one common hespital
ground. The cost of one of these institu-
When that hospital can
be removed and placed under the control
of the general hospital, much of that
expense will disappear. I received from the
Bundaberg Hospital Board an estimate of
its expenditure, and sceing that the precept
was being increased, ] detailed an officer
of my department to go to Bundaberg and
investigate the reasons why this inercase was
NECOsSAry.

I have his report, which states that the
board is fully seized with its responsibilities,
and gocs on to say—-

“ Apart from the above (which refers
to a motor car) I feel that the members
are conscientiously endeavouring to carry
out their duties in the interests of the
hospitals, and the Government ave care-
fully watching expenditure.”

During the period that Mr. Cattermull was
president of the hoard, the estimated expen-
diture was exceeded by £3,421 in order to
meet urgent commiiments incurred in bring-
ing the hospital to a state of efficiency. The
consequence was that the new board was
met with a deficit; yet the complaint has
been made that the new board is extrava-
gant. That board had to increase its salary
bill by over £1,000 for the year 1926, due
to the 44-hour week and new hospitals
award generally. The report proceeds—

“The average daily number of patients
is steadily increasing.”

Then follows a table showing that the
Bundaberg hospital is faced with a heavy
expenditurc to meet the increased cost, com-
mon to every institution in the State by
reason of the 44-hour week and the new
award conditions. It must be remembered
that those increases would require to have
been met whether the board system had been
in operation or not.

The hon. member for Wide Bay spoke
about a lack of community of interest in
connection with the Maryborough hospital,
but the fault lies with the boundaries of the
local authorities, becaus= invariably the com-
munity of interest of the hospitals is a

reflex of the community interests if the
local authority boundaries are properly
drawn. I hope that the Local Authorities

Boundaries Commission will remove much
of this ground for complaint.

The hon. member for Wide Bay also stated
that the precept for Maryborough was 14d.
in the £1. That rather alarmed me, because
I looked upon the Maryborough Hospital
Board as one of the most careful of its
kind in the State. I immediately communi-
cated with the secretary of that board by
telephone, and I am informed that the rate
required to meet this precept for the current
financial year is .94d. in the £1, and that the
councils have struck a rate of 1d. The figures
for the Maryborough hospital ave interest-
ing. The Government have to take the
responsibility for the 44-hour week, and the
Board of Trade and Arbitration must accept
responsibility fer its award. No one can
argue that the awards for nurses and domes-
iic servants cmployed in hospitals should
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not keep pace with the awards for other
industries and activities in the State.

Mr. WEIR: Does the figure of .94d. include
£20,000 capital expenditure?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes—that is
to say, it includes the interest and redemp-
tion charge for this year in respect of that
capital expenditure. Before the board
became a district one, the sum of £3,950 was
the quota which had to be raised locally by
subscriptions, etc. Since the board tock over
ithe quota of the local authorities was £3,997
in the first year. In tihe socond year the
amount decreased to £3,053, because the
amount hud been over-estim-ted in the first
year and there was a surplus in addition to
a fixed deposit which was falling due that
yvear. The third year represented an a ncuns
of £4,41Y, out of which the sum of £686
had to be provided for interest and redemp-
tion on the loan which the board received
in order to provide decent accommodation
for nurses and for other improvements.

I venture to say that if anyone with a
knowledge of the hospital distriets, prior to
the passage of the Act, takes the trouble to
go, as the hon. member for Warwick did,
to the Brisbane hospital—in the wealthiest
part of the State—and sees the conditions
that exist there as a result of no fixed
policy of finance—sees a hospital which is
<capable of holding 298 patients asked to hold
460 patients—he will have some conception
of the difficulties of those who are charged
with the problem of finding hospital accommo-
dation for all sections of the community.

There is one aspect of the hospital boards
that is not taken notice of. The boards are
facing their problem at the most ecritical
period now because they have to make up
the deficiency of work over a period of years.
They are co-ordinating their services, as
they are in Brisbane, where they have
expended, as the hon. member for Warwick
mentioned, something in the ~vicinity of
£25,000 on an up-to-date laundry, which is
turning out articles at 1d. a piece, and where,
by the expenditure of money, they are
cheapening the cost of the management of
the hospital to such an extent that the
saving meets interest and redemption on
their loan, and where they are developing
a community system or intermediate system
of hospital where anyone may go and get
up-to-date hospital accommodation, the best
equipment possible, make their own arrange-
ments with their doctors, and pay the hos-
pital for the accommodation and the nurses
just the same as in a hotel. Those are
sides of the Hospitals Act that are not very
often mentioned, Mention is always made
of the tax, although no one comes forward
with any suggestion as to a method of tax-
ing on a more equitable basis than the omne
provided in the Act.

There are other matters that have been
mentioned in the debate, but they are too
numerous for me to touch on to-day.

The question of mental defects has been
mentioned. I am one of those who believe
that although as a Parliament we have not
the courage to tackle the cause, we should
at least shoulder our responsibilities and
provide for the effect. Queensland is sadly
11 need of another institution midway between
Dunwich and Goodna, because there is a
section of patients who are unfitted to go
1o Gocdna and who have to go to Dunwich,
where they constitute themselves not a dan-
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ger but a nuisance fo the inhabitants of
what should be a home of rest for the old
people of ihis State. I do not want to
labour that question. I hope it may be my
pleasure at an early date, if funds are
made available, to sce established in the
State an institution that will serve a long-
felt want.
HoxouraBLE Measers: Iear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I wish
to deal with one or two matters that the
Minister was courteous enough to reply to
concerning myself. Let me take the Darling
Downs Pest Destruetion Board first. I accept
the hon. gentleman’s statement, but I would

‘- point out that there is an Act of Parliament

on the statute-book and the Government
have not put it into effect. The hon. gentle-
man states that the Home Department is
not a legal office. I assume that, when it is
applied to for instructions and information
and it submits questions to the Crown Law
Department and intimates to the councils in
the various districts that they are doing it,
when the decision comes it should be looked
upon as one that will stand the test of the
courts, and will be in crder. The difficulty
is that the Home Scerctary has been too
long in-giving the matter consideration. He
says now that his department is conferring
with the Department of Agriculture on this
matter. That should have been done at the
first, and that is what I blame the depart-
ment for.

With regard to St. Vincent's hospital, 1
am glad that the Home Secretary has satis-
fied himself as to the correctness of the
representations of the hon, member for Too-
woomba and myself, and has made a further
grant to the institution.

I want particularly to deal with the matter
of the petition which has been referred to.
The Minister said the petition was found
in his office, and that inquiries were made
from the hon. member for Toowoomba, but
nothing was ascertained as to how the
petition got into the office. I delivered the
petition myself to the Home Secretary in
his office. There was no covering letter with
it. If I had posted it from Toowoomba, I
should have sent it under cover of a letter.
I have yet to learn that it is necessary to
send an accompanying letter if I hand in a
petition. I want to know now why, as the
representative of East Toowoomba, in which
Willowburn is situated and where those who
sent that petition were employed, I was not
asked if 1 knew anything about the matter.
1 visit the Home Office every week. I again
repeat that I personally handed the petition
to the IHome Secretary in his own office.
At a later date I asked him what had
become of it. It is all right to say that it
is merely about making a road through a
reserve. The petition sets out that the
reserve is not used by the general public
and that the road would be a considerable
convenience to the institution at Willowburn.
It would enable the officials to get from Too-
woomba to the institution and expedite the
work of the institution. It was shown in
the petition that the cost to the department
would be very small because there was suffi-
cient material on the ground to do the
work. It was assumed that some of the
inmates of the institution could carry out
the undertaking.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted his time.

Mr. Boberts.]
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Mr, CLAYTON (1Wide Bay): I spoke this
afternoon in connection with the Maryborough
hospital and quoted from the ** Maryborough

Chronicle” of the 12th instant, in which
Mr. Demaine, the chairman of the Mary-
borough hospital board, stated that the

hospital rate was 1d. in the £1. Since then
the Home Sccretary has telephoned to the
secretary of the board and ascertained that
it is .94d. At the last meeting of the board
Mr. Demaine stated that it was intended to
borrow a further sum of something Ilike
£16,000 for the further equipment of the
Maryborough hospital, and he told the local
authority representatives that it would b2
necessary to increase the rate by jd., thus
bringing the hoqﬂtal rate to 1jd. in the £1.
I wish fo make it clear that I was quoting
from the remarks of Mr. Demaine, as quoted

in the “Maryborough Chronicle,”” at the
last Maryborough 110~pxtal distriet  board
meeting.

18 p.m.]

Item (Chicf Office) agreed to.

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS.
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon., J.

SMopford, Mount Morgan): I beg to move—
That £62,585 be granted for ‘ Relicf

of Aboriginals” ”

Mr. MOORE (Aduligny): I look upom this
vole as rather important. We have taken
this country from the aboriginals, and it is
therefore up to tho Government to see that
they got a f(1.1 ‘20’ and are not penalised or
vietimised in any way whatever, We have a
Chief Protector of Aboriginals, who does his
work well ¢o far as he can with the means
at his disposal, but a state of affairs has
arisen in North Queensland of which there is
very direet evidence, to which I wish to
draw attention. There are incidents at other
places of which T have pretty direct evidence,
but which I do not want to introduce because
I wavut to rvely on the evidence in the case
on which there has been an inquiry. This is
in regard to a case at Wrotham Park Station,
where aboriginals who did not want to sign
ont were terrorised by a police constable who
went out there, assaulted them, and locked
cne of them up in handeuffs in a poison
house all night and generally terrorised them,
tlne'ltonm(r that, if they did not sign on, he
would send them to Barambah. An audit
inspector went up there and found that these
men have been short paid to the extent of
£199 13s., which so far has not been paid
up to thnm The report came down—I dare
say hon members saw scmething of the case
in ““ Truth”—and Inspector Mann was sent
up to make a thorough inquiry into thc whole
thing. Six charges were made, viz.

1. Misconduct on or about th(\ 11th
day of January, 1927, in ill-treating and
unlawfully assaulting an aboriginal native
of Queensland, named Jerry Croydon, at
Wrotham Park Station.

2. On or about the 5th August. 1926,
misconduct in unlawfully supplx ing liquor
to three female aboriginal natives of
Queensland named Gracie Doherty, Katie
Tiger, and Charlotte Docherty, at
Wrotham Park Station, such supplv not
being for bona fide medical purposes.

“ 3. Misconduct between the 5th and
12th day of January, 1927, at Wrotham
Park Station in having used threatening
words to aboriginals Sambo Pluto, Jerry

[Mr. Clayton.
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Croydon. Tommy Tiger, Monty Docherty,
Alick. Dick Callighan, Billy Charcoal,

and Brickery, to the effect that he would
send them to Barambah Mission if they
did not enter into an agreement to work
at Wrotham Park Station.

4. On or about the 4th day of August,
1926, neglect of duty at Wrotham Tark
Station in failing to take any action or
to report to the Inspector of Police,
C'airns, his superior officer, the fact that
Renald Mackay, bookl\eepel at Wrothant
Park Station, whilst travelling with him
and two &bOlI‘Tlllrll natives of the State
of Queensland named Nancy Brickey and
Katie Tiger, by motor car, between
Wrotham Park and Monkey Flat, did
supply such aboriginals with rum whilst
the car was stationary on the road, such
liquor not being for bona fide medical
purposes.”’

No. 5 iz a charge of misconduct of the same
serl, and No. 6 is rather important, because
this was the-only one which was found to be
satisfactorily proved—

6. Violation of duty in furnishing the
Inspector of Police. (Cairns, his superior
officer, with false and misieading duty
returns for the months of September,
1926, and Jdlllldlv 1927, such returns nog
showing that he was at Wrotham Park
Station at any time <during the months
mentioned.”

Inspector Mans took evidence on oath. He
had all the blacks in the witness-box, and his
cross-examination was very severe, and, after
tuking evidence, he found—

“To me+ mind it i a very singular
thing that these aboriginals (if they are
cnncocting the story in this chalge and
also the other charges, as alleged by the
dofence), who have no idea of dates,
could pick on a i{lme when Constable
Doyle was at Wrotham Park Station, and
did not deny thaf he was there. I am
of the opinion ihat these unfortunat»
aboriginals have nct the intelligence to
concoct such stories and pick times when
Constable Doyle was at the station and
had the oppmtumt" of committing the
offences. as they have no idea of dates,
but are quite all right on any incidents
oceurriug.”

“The handy witness, Mr. Lawrence,
conies 1nto the plctule again in this
case, and is available to swear testimony
to relieve the situation for Constable
Doyle.

“ From the evidence given by Constable
Doyle and Mr. Lawrence in Dprevious
charges, I canuot accept their evidence
as carrying any weight in this charge,
and I therefore am of the opinion that
Constable Doyle committed the assault
on Tommy Tiger as set out in the charge
preferred against him.

This is an extract from the report by
Inspector J. Mann., dated 27th April, 1927,
in connection with the charge of threatening
various aboriginals that they would be
transferred to Barambah if they refused to
work on Wrotham Fark Station—

“In consequence of such glaring con-
tradictions in Constable Doyle's evidence
in this regard, I am quite satisfied that
he did threaten Jerry with the Mission,
and as he threatencd Jerry, there is no
doubt in my mind that he threatened



Supply.

the others as well. What strengthens my
views further in this matter is that
Lawrence endeavoured to get all the
Loys to sign on again and they refused,
and that he brought Constable Doyle to
Wrotham Park Station for the specific
purpose of getting those boys to sign,
and, therefore, Doyle must have had to
use some force or some threats to get
them to do so, as some of them say
they would not have signed on only for
being frightened of Constable Doyle
sending them to the Mission, and further
all the boys who signed on are quite
positive that they s signed on on Wednes.
dav, the 12th January last, the morning
after Jerry was locked up.

*T don’t believe the evidence of Con-
stable Doyle and Mr. Lawrence in tiis
matter, and I am of the opinion that
Constable Doyle is guilty of the charge
as preferred against him.”

Inspector Mann said that he did not agree
with the decision of the Comimissioner.
This is an extract from th report by
Inspecior Mann on the charge of assaulting
Jerry Croydon—

“After having the opportunity of
watching the demeanour of the witnesses
in the box, and considering the circum-
stances, I do not believe the evidence
for the defence in this matter as regards
Jeuv causing a riot. I thmk had any
rict been contemplated by the blacks
that night, that Constable Doyle’s actions
were the very thing that might have
Lrought it about, and only for the good
sense  and  timidity displayed by the
aboriginals, under most aggravated
circumstances, a scrious disturbance maz
have occurred when they knew that
Jerry had been locked up—a boy that
the‘ all look up to.

* Jerry is a quiet, intelligent boy, and.
in my opinion, the reason for his arrest
and ~detention was to {righten the
aboriginals who had refused to sign on,
aud the effect of Jerry’s arrest was that
they all signed on next morning,

“*As the essential facts of the unlawful
assault and ill-treatment of the boy
Jerry are admitted by Constable Doyle
and Mr. Lawrence, and that Constable
Doyle had no justiﬁcation for the action
he took, I cannot come to any other
opinion but that he is guilty of the
charge as laid against him.”

The Protector of Aboriginals made certain
recommendations. This 1s what he reports—

“As Protector of Aboriginals and a
member of the police force, I think Con-
stable Doyle’s conduct was disgraceful,
and I therefore recommend for your con-
sideration the dismissal of this constable
from the service. This recommendation
is not altonrefhel made in view of his
conduct in this charge, but after con-
sidering his conduct in connection with
which he was charged on other breaches
of Police Rules.”

This is an extract flo‘r the report of
Inspector Mann on the charge of failure to
report the supplying of hquox to aboriginal
gins—

“ On the evidence T am of the opinion
that Constable Doyle, No. 2645, of May-
town, is guilty of the charges plefened
against him, and that the evidence for
the defence is most untruthful and
unreliable.”

[24 NOVEMBER.]
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Thes> ave extracts from the report by the
Chief Protector of Aboriginals, dated 1st
August, 1927, in connection with charges
against Constable Doyle—

“1 think Inspector Mann’s finding
was in accordance with the real facts.
although it rested almost entirely on
aboriginal evidence which would have
failed against the combined evidence
of the three Eutopeans, only that the
iuspector was clever enough to prove, by
the evidence of Lawrcnce’s own station
hands, that he was perjuring himself,
presumably to shield Doyle, and by the
conflicting evidence of Doyle and Mackay
that they were doing likewise.

“The following questions might be
considered : —
(e) Should any action bhe taken

against Lawrenca and the others for

peluu}-thm were giving evidence on

oath?

(b} Should not the aboriginals be
taken away from the station and future
permits refused, as long as Mackay
and Lawrence (or ‘\L'iC‘lxaV at least) is
left there?”

This is a minute by the Under Secretary,
Home Department, dated 12th August, 1927,
in connection with the charge of assaulting
Jerry Croydon—

“I think that Inspector Mann was
quife corrcct in his summing-up in this
case. Doyle and Lawrence admitted the
essential facts. There is no doubt that
Jerry was handeuffed and locked wup
and the itl is made worse by
Dogle’s admission that Jerry had done
zo iittle to him that if he had had to
bring him before a court he did not
kuow what he could have charged him
with.

*“In addition
to send all the boys
neaning Barambah.
display of force was

to that he threatened
to the Mission,
No doubt all the
used to terrorise

the Loys to sign on at the station.
“The letter from Doyle himself to

Acting Sergecant Galligan is sufficient to
indicate the class of man Doyle is.
Amongst other things, in this letter he
24y with regard to Jeuv—-

He appears to know a bit more
that the average abo., so I have let
him go from my protectorate.

He is under the impression that he
is going to the Mission, so give him

a chat before you sign him on fto
Bolwarra.
Put the ‘breeze upn’ this boy Jerry

as I fancy he talks too much. 1 would
have gave him something only for a
few of the ‘ white blacks’ that hang
around the station here.”

If these blacks are to be employed on
various stations, then they are entitled to
every pxotcct.on, and the people in whose
charge they are placed should not exploit
them or victimnise them in any way. If
they are not to be slaves, they should have
rbe opportunity of choosmu where they are
going to work. They should not be ter-
rorised, locked up, and assaulted because
they decline to sign on at the particular
station they were on. Judging from the
charges that have been made, these boys—
or two of them at any rate—had ample

HMr. Moore.]
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Excuse
made,

for any disturbance they may have
and they would have had ample
excuse even if they had assaulted the con-
stable, because the treatment they received
not only from him but from the overseer
of the station was disgraceful. This was
pointed out by Inspector Mann in his report,
and then by the Contmissioner. The Commis-
sioner in his finding, which goes a long
way to bear out the charges, stated—

*“ On Charges 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Constable
Doyle is given the benefit of a grave
doubt. His action in treating aboriginals
familiarly is not commendable.”

I do not know whether the Commissioner
calls it “‘ famiiiar” te terrorise, assault,
and lock up aboriginals. He continues—

“and he is warned to be more guarded

in his conduct, with such people in future.
On Charge 6 he is tined 10s. FHe is
leniantly treated, but he showed honesty
in not claiming travelling allowance on
such a doubtful patrol. This leniency
should prove a good lesson to him in
future, whilst he remains in the Polico
Forece.”
Considering that his duty sheets did not
show that he went there at all and that he
did not admit that he was there until the
inquiry was held, it is hardly likely that
he would charge for travelling allowances.
I do not see that the benefit of a doubt in
such a serious case is such an extraordinarily
goed factor in his favour.

The point I want to make is this—that
there are apparently certain places in North
Queensland where the aboriginals are not
recelving the treatment they should, and
the Chief Protector of Aboriginals should
be backed up to the very limit if he con-
siders that the station which treated boys
in this manner should not receive permits.
The Government should see that no permits
for aboriginais arve given to this station.
I recognise that it is a good thing to have
these aboriginals working; and, if they are
treated fairly and decently, they do good
work. TUnder such circumstances they have
a right to be employed, and, when they
sign on and complete their term, they should
not be terrorised and victimised if they do
not desire to sign on to work on the station
again. The evidence in this case is pretty
complete. The Minister courteously allowed
me to go through the whole of the papers.
The cvidence proves the complaints that
were sent to me and the signed statements
received from aboriginals complaining that
they were not getting fair treatment. I
considered that those complaints and state-
ments should be submitted to the Minister.
1 took them to the Home Office, and the
inquiry was instituted. The result is not
satisfactory, because 1 do not think these
boys have been fairly treated. They have
been compelled to stop on the place and
sign on when they did not want to stop.
When it has been found that these aboriginals
have been £199 short paid, the inguiry
should go a little further. The fact that
the Commissioner gave the constable the
benefit of a grave doubt in five charges
preferred against him and convicted him on
a minor charge, especially when those

. charges related to offences against men
whom it was his duty to protect, does
net finish the matter. The matter should go
a little further, and these boys should
reccive the money that is owing to them.

Mr. WEIR: Where is the constable now?

[Mr. Moore,

’
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Mr. MOORE: I do not know whether
he has been transferred. He was at Molloy.

Mr. WEir: Has he been promoted?

Mr. MOORF¥ - I do not know. Inspector
Mann was specially detailed to conduct the
first inquiry. He 1is a good officer, and
went there, conducted the inquiry, saw the
demeanour of the witnesses on oath, and in
his report states specifically that, watching
their demeanour, he was perfectly satisfied
that the cxamination did not break down
the evidence of the aboriginals, and that
all the charges made by them were true.
It does seem rather extraordinary that the
Commissioner should go up there and, in
spite of the report by Inspector Mann, should
hold another inquiry and give the benefit
of the doubt to the constable. The behaviour
of the constable was characterised as dis-
graceful. The position is not as satisfactory
as it should be, and 1t is up to the Home
Department to back up the recommendation
of the Chief Protector of Aboriginals, who
has made a close study of the whole case--he
suggests that two men should be prosecuted
for perjury, and that permits for aboriginal
labour for the station should be withheld.

Mr., EDWARDS (¥anango): In support-
ing the remarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion concerning the treatment of certain
aboriginals in the North, I think it is a great
pity that in this age of civilisation such a
position should arise, and I sincerely hcpe
that early attention will be given by the
Home Department to clearing up the whole
matter,

Speaking particularly of Barambah, it
would appear that everything is proceeding
satisfactorily, and the Minister is to be con-
gratulated on the interest which he has at
all times exhibited in connection with the
settlement. I am afraid that the hon. gentle-
man’s task will not be an easy one in time to
come, because, with the liberal educational
facilities which are being extended to the
aboriginals, some attention will have to be
paid to their useful and profitable employ-
ment when they leave school. Many of them
are particularly skilled in certain trades and
handicrafts, and consideration might be
given to a scheme whereby a market will be
found for their manufactures. These people
should not be left to find employment only
at cutting scrub or bullock-driving, but
should be considered under some such scheme
as I mention, because in that way the State
would receive scme repayment for the ser-
vices which are being. rendered and at the
same time the position of the aboriginal
would be considerably improved.

The Home Secretary has visited Barambah
on several occasions, and he may appreciate
myv suggestion that, when the opportunity
offers, some irrigation work might be under-
taken at Barambah Creelk. Even if they
were only to irrigate 5 or 6 acres, it would
create a wonderful amount of employment.
If the aboriginals interested in that work
were picked out, and a pump put on the
bank of the creek, where there is a fairly
good supplv of water, it would go a long
way towards making the station self-sup-
porting. and possibly make the living con-
ditions better than they are at the present
time. There is a large area of land attached
to the station which could be cleaned up
much better than it is at the present time.
Ringbarking could be carried out, and there
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should be a general clean up of the whole
place. There 1s sufficient labour at Barambah
to make it a model station if the labour
available were used judiciously. They have
made a wonderful Improvement in wrecent
vears in connection with the buildings, the
school, and so forth. The station should be
made a model place, so that people who
visit there could see exactly what the abori-
ginals are doing. It should be wiser to
carry out such a plan than to allow the
aboriginals to be scattered over the different
stations in Queensland, as happens at the
present time. I hope the department will go
into these matters very carefully, because,
as the Leader of the Opposition said, it will
not do the aboriginals any harm whatever
to ask them to do a reasonable amount of
work. It would keep them in better health,
and the labour is there to carry out the work
I have suggested. I do not think they should
be sweated: but, in the interests of the State
and in their own interests, they should be
kept together as much as possible so that the
station may be made self-supporting.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): The statements
made by the Leader of the Opposition to-
night are not pleasant reading. The Govern-
ment and the Chief Pmtectm by their atti-
tude towards the aboriginals, have proved
that they recognise their responsibility
towards the natives of Australia. Taking the
general conduct of the aboriginals in this
State, the efforts made to alleviate the con:
dltxons of sufferers amongst the natives and
the promotion of discipline amongst those
who are physically Wel‘. will compare
favourably with the treatment of aboriginals
in any other State in Australia.

In the handling of a large body of men
like the police it is to be quite expected
that there may be occasions when men do
things not worthy of the force to which
they belong. The statements raised by the
Leader of the Opposition have been before me,
and the facts have been correctly stated by
the hon. gentleman. I regret very much
that an officer of the Police Department
should have been responsible for the civcum-
stances disclosed in the accusations which
have been levelled against the force. When
the matter was brought before me it was
tco late, as the Leader of the Oppesition
knows, to take action on some of the charges.
Through the Under Secretary I instructed
the Commissioner of Police to make inquiries,
not meaning that he should hold a police
inquiry. but “that he should make an ordinary
inquiry into the accusations against the force.
He aopomtod Inspector '\mnn who, after
inquiry, made a certain 1'\1)01t The Com-
missioner of Police, acting in his capacity
as head of the police force—a position which
I have no desire to interfere with and which
I have never done—gave the benefit of the
doubt to the officer concerned on the evi-

dence of the two white men, whom Lke
chose to believe as against the native

witneszes. 1 personally perused the papers,
and_submitted them to the Chief Protector
for his opinion. Dealing with the aboriginals

as he docs, I look upon him as a responsible
authority. The Chief Protector was nol
satisfied. and asked me for my opinion. I

gave him the right to prosecute the con-
stable in the ordinary course. The matter
was referred to the Crown Law Office for
action. They have returned the papers. stat-
ing that it would be an indictable charge,
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authorities to take action
are the police. As Minister in charge of
the department, I have given the Chief
Protector a free hand to take whatever course
is necessary for the protection of the aborigi-
nals, and, if mnccessary, to prevent that
station from having native labour for all
time or for whatever period he in his
official capacity may decide.

Regarding the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Nanango, I certainly desire to do
everything I possibly can to further the
interests of the aboriginal settlements. Hon.
members who have had the cppmtunlty of
visiting the scttlements must agree that the
aboriginals are showing by their industry
tgat they appreciate what has been done for
them.

Hoxovrasix MemBers: Hear, hear!

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): This is
a very interesting report, and reflects great
credit on the department and the Chief
Protector of Aboriginals; but we should
have a little more information regarding
the large amount of £280,764 15s. 11d, which
stands to the credit of the Trust Account.

The Houme Seceerany: That is the total
amount of the various trust accounts through-
out the State. The money is held in trust
by the Chief Protector of Aboriginals, and is
drawn upon as occasion requires.

[8.30 p.m.]

Mr. G. . BARNES: 1 suppose that the
amount is available to them if they require
it ?

The Home SecreTary: The Chief Protector
is at liberty to use it if he thinks he is pro-
moting their interests in the settlements or
other places.

Ir. G. P. BARNES: The report says—
¢ The total wages banked exceeds last
year’s figures by over £8,000. As the
workers draw from 25 per cent. to 75 per
cent. in pocket money, it might be said
that this only represents, say, 60 per
cent. of their actual earnings, As the
subsequent expenditure, under super-
vision, for clothing, maintenance of
dependents, amusement, etc., came to
92.5 per cent. of the money banked, it
will be seen that they are Iealnlpg to
understand and benefit from the system,’

and the proper

That scems to indicate that they are con-
scious of the fact that their savings are
available to them in the event of applica-
tion being made.

There are other passages in the report
which are extremely interesting, and it is
good to know that, although we have taken
their land, nevertheless they are being cared
for in accordance with humanitarian ideas.
With regard to education the report says—

“ Satisfactory progress has been made,
but it is felt that a periodical visit by
qualified schocl inspectors would act as
@ spur to both teachers and scholars. The
instruction is varied and kept as interest-
ing as possible. The girls are taught

housmvlfelj’ accomplishments, and the
boys are given simple manual instruc-
tion.

It is remarked that, whilst usually the
arithmetic is below the usual standard
of white schocls, in the handwriting and
such arts as needlework the native
scholar often displays an equal, if not
higher, gift for painstaking neatness.”’

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Evidentiv the children are receiving propsr
education and ave benefiting thereby. The
report generally indicates that useful employ-
ment fér their cnergies is found in various
directions, and it is pleasing to know that
i vices are appreciate:d.

Ttem (Relief of Aboriginals) agreed to.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND GRANTS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
Valleyy: 1 beg to move—

“That £107,287 be granted for

¢ Charitable Institutions and Grants)

My, ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): I want
{o take the opportunity of dealing with the
third matter 1 question between the Home
Secretary and myself. The hon. gentleman
caid that the least I could have done was
to sec the Under Secretary. Later in the
week I shall probably avail myself of that
opportunity, buti, as I stated in the remar}
I made earlier in the day, evidently from
the state of these reports either the care
was not given to them which I thought was
warranted or else the men were overworked.
I have no complaints to make against the
officers, but I am justified in expressing my
own opinion rotwithstanding the statement
of the Home Secretary. 1 do think thaf
i~ evidence of the. office being short-staffed,
and I was using that point as evidence 1n
support of my argument. Possibly the
report was prepared in a hurry, sufficient
time not being given to it. Whilst I would
at any time draw the attention of the officers
to a mistake when it comes before me, as 1t
did this afternoon, still I would take the
opportunity of using the illustration in sup-
port of my_ argument. I am justified 1n

K8

doing it. It was more than a simple
printer’s error, as the Home Secretary
called it. It 15 an error all through the

It is not as though the printer
dropped one figure. The whole column is
wrong; the additions are wrong; the sub-
tractions are wrong. It is a remarkable
thing that the printer made all these mistakes
in one tabulated statement. It is unique
indeed, and I am not prepared to accept the
statement that the printer made the error.
T am mentioning it now for what it is worth,
and, so far as I am concerned, the matter is
closed.

I have in mind the repori presented to
this Chamber last year by the officer in
charge of Dunwich—a gentleman who, 1
regret to say, has since died. In that report
he referred to some of the inmates of
Dunwich as “ the scrapings of hell,” show-
ing the variety of people congregated therc.
I endeavoured to ascertain who was respon-
sible for the compilation of the present
report on Dunwich. I naturally expected to
ascertain that from the report. but T was
unable to gain that knowledge; but on look-
ing at the front page I am inclired to come
to the conclusion that these reports are com-
piled by the Under Secretary. I would like
to see the reports prepared by the various
officers in charge of the institutions, and
to get the reports first-hand from the officers
concerned. showing the exaet position and
describing the work of the institutions
uvder their charge. That is the least we can
cxpect in this Parliament, and we shou'd
receive them, particularly in connection with
a place lke Dunwich. We should have the
information from the officer in charge.

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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The PreviEr: Would vyou like to have
information from every auditor in the

Auditor-Gereral's department?
Mr. ROBERTS: No.
The Preuer: That is something similar.

Mr. ROBERTS : Inthat case that auditor’s
certificate would be sufficient; but, if he
cared to furnish a report, I would take bthe
wouble to read if.

My, Moorr: I would like one report.

2Iv. ROBERTS: This paragraph appears

in the report of the Dunwich benevolent
asylum—

> It is bécoming more and more diffi-

cult, especially in the hospital wards, to

iieep the inmates staff up to 250, and

it seems likely this will increase. This

iz owing to the clder inmates, who were

willing ~to work, dying . off, to those
coming in being of a far less robust

kind, and to the increased pension now
Leing £1 per week—sufficient for little
comforts which otherwise would have
heen worked for or causing them to
request discharge.”

The hon. member for Warrego this after-
noon stated that at the rate we were going
the race would gradually deteriorate. We
know that people leave the institution on
atraining the age of sixty years in the case
of women and sixty-five years in the case of
men, when they are able to get their old-age
pensions. We also know that they are not
admitted to Dunwich in ordinary circum-
stances if they are liable for a pension until
they have made application for a pension
and it is likely to be granted. I have
remarked on that phase of the matter before.
_ The other matter is somewhat sad, but st
indicates to me that it is a forerunner to a
request for paid officers to be appointed to
draft these reports. We realise that the
sick and the afflicted have to be attended
to, but the information brought to my notice
is an indication that further expenditure is
required.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Before this vote
goes through, I desire to make some remarks
in connection with several institutions that
are receiving grants from the Government
to enable them to carry on their operations.

The first one I would like to mention is the
Alexandra Home at Coorparoo. This institu-
tion receives a grant of £200 a year from the
Government, and is controlled and managed
by a commiltee of ladies. It has a splendid
Luilding, situated on very fine grounds, and
is well managed, well controlled, and well
directed in every way. At the present time
there are somewhere between 100 and 120
children in the institution between the ages
nf three and fourteen years. It is one of those
institutions which save the Government quite
a large expenditure of money in other direc-
ticns in caring for the children who come
within the scope of its operations. The
Government, in framing the Estimates next
vear. might very well consider the advis-
ability of giving this institution a little more
financial assistance. At the present time it
is absolutely out of debt. The ladies manage
it very well. They do a tremendous amount
cf needlework and sewing and this saves a
1ot of expenditure in that direction. In every
way they spare no effort, and I believe it is
a wodel institution and deserves well of the
Government,
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Another institution which is not men-
tioned in the report and which receives no
erant from the Government was opened about
tlirce years ago, I refer row to the Margaret

Marr home at Wynnum. The land and build-
ings comprised in this home were practically
a donation by Mr. J. F. Marr, a resident
of Drisbane, in memecry of his wife, to the
same committee of ladies who cavry on the
ndta Howme., There are between sixts

Iads in this institution. It is
Hd work for the community. 1
to see the Government encourage

Alex

would like 1
the ladies in ths work by granting this homu

a certain grant next vear. I dv) not know
\‘;'hoth(-r the Ifome Secretary or any of his
olficers,  has  ever xi~ited eit}m of thess
iistitutions.  Tf they do, thev will find themn
Just as 1 ha\o deseribed-- 1ml homea for these
Lows and girls, who unfortunately have no
parents or whose parents have deserted them,
and who have no money. They are carrying
out this work just to assist these children to
breome good eitizens in the future.

Ancther institution I have visited is the
Magdalen Asvlum, Lutwgche. This institu-
1ion has been doing spiendid work for many

vears.  The grant 1t rocoi\'es from the
Government might very well be m(masod
for the splendid work they are doing. A

creche is established in connection with the
institution. I had the pleasure once of visit-
1‘"" this institution and sceing the character

f the work done. On (*omp]etmﬁr my visit
[ s asked what T thought of the institution.
1 suid, “ There is only one way in which I
can deseribe it. If ever the work of Christ
was being carried on, it is being carried on
Fere.’ The children of these unfortunate girls
are cared for by the sisters in the daytime,
and in the evening are placed under the
care of their mothers, Splendid work 1s
Leing carried on. There are eleven or twelve
of these institutions in the city of Brisbane,
and they are all doing magnificent work in
overy pessible direction. 1 hope that the

financial position during the vear will
improve so that the Government will be

able to assist these very deserving institutions
and organisations by increasing Their grants,
bocause their magnificent work to the State
warrants that action.

Mr. ROBERTR (Hast Toowoombu): As
president of the Society for the Prevention of
C'ruelty, Toowoomba, I thank the Minister
for the grant of £50 o the institution, which
pla us on an equal footing with the
Reckhampton and Townsville branches of the
organisation. That amount, augmented by
other moneys, will enable the society to
conduct its activities in certain country dis-
tricts where it has Deen reported that acts
cf cruelty to animals are being perpetrated.

I would like the Minister to advise mo of
ithe reason for the rveduction in the vote
for the Xpileptic Home, Willowburn. I
( Annot quite understand the position from

he figures shown.

Mre. WRIGHT (Bulimba): [ was pleased
to hear the Minisier’s remarks concerning
the unsuitability of Dum\uh as an institu.
tion for inebriates. A necessity exists for
the removal of these people at the carliest
possible moment. Speaking on this matter
Iast year, I stressed the hopel task of
attempting to rehabilitate inebriates at a
Place like Dunwich, because a drink addict
15 not likely to reforra if any facilities exist
{or supplying him with the deink which is

(24 NovEMBER.]
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Lis eurse. The report on the operations of
that institution reveuls the fact that there
were fourteen males and one female remain-
ing on the 31st December, 1925; that twenty-
one males and three femuies were admitted
during 1826, and that nineteen males were
readmitted in that year. That supports
my  argument as to the unsuitability of
Dunwich for the cure of incbriates. MMany
cf these people cap get drink in various
a0 and, afrer a short spell from the
axtitution. have to be veadmitted.  Thar
Hl operate in a large nunber of cases until

the instituiion is removed from Dunwich,
breuuse everyane knows that it 1z deemed
necessary to supply the old inmates of Dun-
wich with a certain quantity of grog, aund
T am quite satisfied that all the grog handed
out to persons entitled to it does not go

down the threats of the persons who receive
it in the first instance,

4Ty, MooRre:
cet much of it

WRIGIIT:

1 do not think the incbriates

I am quite satisfied that

the incbriates get some of it.  Without
strefching the long bow, I have seen ine-
briates on the man absolutely = full.” I do
nol say they got all the grog from
immnates at Dunwi('h They get it through
other means.  The department is quite
satisfied  that  methods are  emploved

whereby  thiese unfortunate individuals on
Stradbroke Island ave able tu get the stuff
that is doing rhem so much injury. I know
the Minister 1m~ very definite views on this
question, and he has spoken on it on every
occasion that the vote has been before the
Chamber in recent years. I know his idea
is to cstablish an inland prison where these
men can b2 prefitably employed, together
with first offenders. That wouid be the
most  successful way in which you could
expret to achieve success in dealing with
these unfurtunate individuals.

I nctice with regret that the instirution
has lost the services of Mr. Agnew. Thut
gentleman has given excellent service to the
institution and he has devoted a good deal of
his spare time to the welfare of The patients
in the institution. It is only right and
proper that his work should be mcowni\od by
members of this Commitree. as T am sure it
is recognized and appreciated by the Home
Dep artment.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) : I wish to
cndorse what  has been said by the hon,
member for Windsor in 1‘efexenco to some of
the institutions that come under the heading
of = Grants, ete. (Subdivision).” I am quite
corfident that quite a number of them,
although the grants received from the Govern-
ment  are small, are doing exceptionally
gocd work for the community. They handle
quite a number of children and voung
people who otherwise would Dbe left prac-
tically to run wild. and they are producing
what Dby-and-by will be wood citizens when
otherwise they would he very indifferent
citizens,

I should also like to say a word in refer-

enee  to the Willlam  Powell Institution.
situated at Kuraby., It was my privilege
recently  to read a  report from  the
m“lt]mnan who conducts that  institu-
tion. and what he said about the work
of the institution during the last twelve
mouths  wasx  very Iuteresting.  Fvervone

kuows that, as a general rule,

My, Winstaniey.]

people do
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not have much time or concern for dis-
charged prisoners. Everybody knows that,
when once a man has been in a place like
Boggo Road, cven though it may be for a
first offence, he finds 1t rather a difficult
task to regain his place in society; and any
organisation or institution that undertakes,
when a man is released from gaol, to pro-
vide himn with a home, something to eat,
and work to occupy his time and atten-
tion for the immediate present, a suit of
clothes to make him presentable, and then
in a great many instances gct him a job,
is doing exceptionally good service for the
community.

It has been said that he is a benefactor
to his kind who makes two blades of grass
grow where only one grew before; and he
1s certainly a benefactor to his kind who
makes two honest citizens of two individuals
who were previously dishonest. Perhaps the
most remarkable and encouraging feature is
that the majority of those who go to the
home for a little while and experience the
kind treatment exercised there become
impressed with the belief that they can
redeem their past and recover a foot-
ing in soclety and thus make good. Thsa
number who fail after they have been through
the heme and are placed in positions is very
small indeed. The work at the home is
worthy of help from the department, and
those responsible appreciate the grant now
made. Many men who are honest and indus-
trious and have never broken the laws of
the land often find it difficult to retain their
footing in society ; but how much more difficult
is it for these people to do s0? The inmates
of the home come under the influence of
those who can inspire them to exercise their
will-power and so enable them to redeem the
past. This institution, as well as others
participating in the vote, iz doing & good
work for the community, and they are all
to be commended for the good work they

0.
tem (Charitable Institutions and Grants)
agreed to.

HEALTH.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
Vallewy: 1 beg to move—

‘That £27,667 bes granted for

¢ Health.” ”
My, WRIGHT (Bulimba,: I do not wish
to delay the vote, but I want to refer to
a portion of the report of the Commistsioner

for Public Health dealing with the system
known as ‘‘paint spraving.” This is a
system which has lately come into vogue,

particularly in ccnuection with motor pamt—

ing. It is a most dangerous occupation from
a health point of view,

Mr. Moore: The men wear masks.

Mr. WRIGHT : In reply to the hon. mem-
ber’s interjection I might say that the
emplovers in the motor 1x)du~try, even before
the Health  Department tcok  action,

demanded that certain action should b2 taken
to provide masks for the employees, 1°&0nrm~-
ing the dangerous position thev were placed
in.  Unless Hle =t11(’te=t a;erruaxds are
applied, the health of the operator is very
quick!y and seriously affected.

At 9 p.m.,

Mr. WargEr (Cooroora), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

[Mr. Winstanley.
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Mr. WRIGHT : In the report of the Com-
missioner of Public Health we read—

At the third conference on industrial
hygiene, held in Melbourne in May last,
the question of painting by means of the
spray gun was discussed, and a resolu-
tion as follows recorded :—

This conference, after consideratiom
of the recommendations made by the
special committee to the Australian
Commonwealth Engineering Standards
Association, approved of the principles
contained therein, and recommended
thein to the departments concerned.

“ The special committee -above referred
to (paint and varnish sectional commit-
tee) submitted, inter alia, the following
recommendations relating to spray paint-
ing :—

(@) Lead paint should not be used in
interior painting. The use of lead
paints in spray-painting under any cir-
cumstances must be regarded as
dangerous, and the use of non-lead
paints should always receive considera-
tion.

(&) Commercial spray painting in
interiors should be dome in properly
constructed booths, provided with effi-
cient mechanical exhaust ventilation..
The exhaust systems should be so con-
structed and installed as to operate:
effectively, independent of weather and
adjacent building conditions.

(¢) The booths act as extraction-dust
ventilating units, and the spray
operator should not be exposed to dust
and fumes drawn past him to the
exhaust fan.

(d) The exhaust system should pro-
duce a Satl“fﬁCuOly uniform air move-
ment at the booth face under working

conditions.
“It is recommended also that em-
ployees engaged in  spray-painting

should—

(a) Not spray at right angles to a
flat surface, so causing the spray to roll
back;

(b) Not spray too large objects, and
thus get out of range of the exhaust;

(¢) Not spray promiscuously about
the room in testing the sprayer.

“In the matter of safeguards regard-
ing volatile solvents, ete., the special com-
mittee recommended that paints, etc.,
containing benzol should not be used nor
should benzol as such be added to any
paint material.

“Where penetrating stains and re-
movers ccntaining benzol are used, as
many men as practicable should be
employed to minimise the period of
exposure to the injurious effects of
benzol.”

This matter has been engaging the attention
of the representatives of the employees in
the coachmaking industry in this State for
some (’omldelable time, and, in company
with the secretarv of the Coachbu 1ldms
Union, of which I happen to be a member, I

have visited several motor hody-building
factories, and I think that in somse cases
they have provided the best safeguards to
conserve the health of the employeces. No
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some of the firms mamxfa/furinﬂ
mator bhodies here ave in quite a large way
of busi and they have tnn most e‘ﬁmm*t
plant for spray-pzinting: but there are other
business motor shops where the miethods

doubt

adopted to eafeguard the health of the
employees in this ard is anything but
efficient, and, In order to safeguard th»
health of these men, the Dapartment  of

Labour and Industry
operation with the

might well work in en-
Department of Fublic
Health to sec that wherever manufacturers
have installed this method of painting the
very hest safeguards should also be installed
for the benofit of the workers. 1 notice that
the Railway Department has given a trial
to this method of paiuting in the csse of
some of its rolling-sinck., I had the oppor-
tunity only recently of secing some of the
rolling-stock which had bren painted by this
process, 1 claim to have some knowledge
of mechanicsl work, and. in n opinion,
the painting of our lodlng qrom\
going to be nearly so  satizsfactors |
this new method as by hTIl(\»D’liFﬁFL’;
A job which was turred out some time ago
was to my mind far from mi farctory, and I
believe that where the work is likely to bn
subjcet to all condit'ons nf weather. night
and dav, heat and cold. and so on, it will 11\
found that it will not last nearly o long a

d-nainted So far the le, av
bartment 18 concerned, the prosess s
I do not think it

merely being tested, but
will rrove nearly so effective cr so eceno-
I as the hand-painted job.
T\Ir ] T %z: Does that not an

notor ¢

cul
oftes
T)Em S1§LENT.
garazes, and,

5. are hov~ J mu\h
¢ m‘lmmno\ k ot the Railwa,
M otor cars  ave placed in
apart from he"ng on the strect

for a couple of hours in the day, they are
probably under cover all the rime. The
aversgce rmotor car is not subjesrted to the

same zxrnu-phor?( conditions as the rolling-
:

stock of Lne Railway Department; conse.

quently, T do not think that this method of

painting, with all the attendant dangers,
will prove cfficisnt or ¢conomical in the
Railway Department.

However,

_that is quite apart from the
question of public heaith. I know the
Commissioner fm Health 13 quv alive to

the dargers to which the employees in this
industry are subjected, end I hope that
the necissary action will be taken to com-
pel the emplorers engaged in the mdu~tr
to provide the necessary safeguard for the
men doing this particular work.

Item (Health) agreed to.

HOSPITALS,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
Vailey): 1 beg to move—

““That £187,253 be granted for

Y oo

¢ Hospitals.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): When speaking
a few minutes ago the Home Secretary made
a statement with which I cannot agree in
any way whatrver. He endeavoured to put
forward a case in this Chamber in support
of the coutention that the hospital districts
were exactly the same as local authority
district:. I beg leave to disagrce with that

1927T—4
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terzent.  In the particular district of
which I have personal knowledge, the mere
frct that the people use the Lospxtal\ in
Dalby and Nanango does net alter the fact
that the general rnn of the business of the
dintrict is ith those places, but with

Toowcomba, With the hospital, it is a
totally  difforest  mstter. There iz an
ambnlance m.‘onod in Yarraman which
uns to Nanango. The peeple in that parti-
cnlar district, who go to the Nanango hos-
pital, do rnot go there to tramsact their

: Business  voquirements. Motor

om Cooyar right down to Too-
woomnba in the me way as tho};' Tun to
Toowsowba from Dalby. Tnt is w
do their business. That proves cond
that & hospital distriet docs not nucessarily
agrec with the local authority

The Hoeme 8

1r

retary also quoted a lot of
attractive figures showing the sverage amount
paid by ratepavers in  the various local
authority aress (-(m[,n ed in the Toowoomba
hospital district. 'Thew arve of no value what

ever, and are absolutely wsele Thlough—
s T am connectad with have

all tesvrships cut up mto town-

allotments which have 10 buildings

crovtad

on thean, and puy l"<(‘ o} a mini-

mum cajuation bas A number of allot-

m I osuch townsbips bring dewn  the
AN Lrage oted by the hon. gentleman,

he 1 of tuxing land for the upkeep

wre

g one. T have alw
1 have advocated
on income,  The
icseal authorities’
inst this method
nfercnes unani-
N to which I
vivsfied that this prin-
ause  the

d, lw more
that are created the quicker that
«ill Le broughr abour. ‘Why

id “*o capital of the man on the land be

taxcd, while certain business men. such as
:2rk managers receiving good and stable
salaries, every vear escaps ? The farmer payvs

the tax twice—by a tax ou his land and in
ceneral taxation.

My, WErR: The farmers only pay 3 per
cent. of the general taxation of the State.

Mr, MOORE

The farmer pays his share
of the general

: taxation whenever he pur-
chases goods. It is unfair to tax the farmers’
rools out of which they make their living
for the vpkeep of hr~p1tL In the majority
of cases a farmer is paving a hospital tax

22 land which he has mortgaged.

. Mr. WrER:
income.

Mr. MOORE: I object to

His mortgage is capital—not

the man on the
la 'Ad paying this tax ou his capital. The
tax should be ou income, as it 1» in other
p:a{e:. The Government in West Australia
trave brought down a Bill providing for the
upkeep of hospitals by a tax on income,
lednng it open to the local authorities to
contribute voluntaril It is unfair to tax
])f‘(‘,]nc on their capital value, which is very
often something they do not own. 'This
vrinciple places an onus on a section of the
people Who are least able to bear it. It is
quite easy for the Home Secretary to remedy
this unfair position. I l\now that it would
mean an alteration of policy and I do not
expect any alteration, although I shall nro-
text against it from year io vear. The Home

Mr. Moore.]
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Secretary f‘:ould alter the existing unfair Mr. Harrtizy: You will put a very big
position dey which many people are forced  task ou the Income Tax Department to
to contribute fo a ho,p:‘ml they cunnot use,  co stlec

werely bLecawe they happen to in the
local ‘authority arca in which the hospital
is situated. It only wants an alteration of
three word: in the Fospitals Act to remedy

There is no sweh  difficulty

garding Teprescntation as  the Xlinister
imagines.

Tha Whst wouid you

advoca

present iime  you

0 a very and I have never
known a dispa uy of the arveas with
sociated., The trouble

“hxﬁﬂ T hav

Rc})rﬂsentzition
) od according to avea.
wparont to the Minister that, 1f
s oan arca in which the nearest hospital

» meople 1t 10 or 12 miles away and

ople sre compelled to contribute to

21 70 miles away, then the position

1« most unfair. The whole matter can be
r;medxul by tha s#lteration of the Act in the
I have mentioned. People have no

‘tion to (,mr ibuting fo a hospital; but
they desire just e.\'L_L‘nded to them _by
allowing them to contribute to a hospital

which 1z more suitable to their needs. We
are (-mtri prepared to accept the existing
hes pit=1 districts, and, if the Act were

"mendeX so that the hospital district shall
compr a local authority area * or part
thoveof,” tlien the position would be recti-
fied. T want the Home Sceretary clearly to
understand that the hospital district must
necessarily be the distriet in which the com-
niunity of interest in business is the same

That can e quits easily demonstrated to
the 3inister or to any of his officers. So
long as the present wunfair position is

allowed to continue—we call attention to the
matter every year—then so long will annoy-
ance be the ot of people who are compelled
to contribute to a hospital to which they
cannot go. Seeing that the matter can be
remedied 0 easily. why not attend to-it?
Of course, the more hospitals that are created
the quicker the alteration which we seek
is likely to be effected, in view of the fact
that the agitation will be increased. 'The
fuct of making the hospital district para-
mount, and saying that the hospital boundary
has to coincide with the community of interest
on the business side of the people who live
in the local authority area, will only create
more trouble, because nothing can make
them coincide. So far as I know, they do
not coincide in any of the areas on the
Downs. There may be some in Central
Queensland. The unfairness of the present
position should not be allowed to continue
any longer than is absolutely necesary.

Mr. HarTiEY: On the income basis, how
would you allocate the payments to the
various hospitals?

Mr. MOORE: It is collected in exactly
the same way from the people in the area

Mr., Hartrey: It goes to the hospitals in
the area in which it is eollected.

Mr. MOORE: The same position would
operate if it were collected on an income
basis, in much the same way as it operates
in connection with the coilection of stamps
for unemployment insurance.

[ Mr. Moore.

1

ect the amount.

r. MOORE: The Income Tax Depart-

ment v.'(m!d not have to collect it. It would
to notify the hospital board or

]1as to colleet the amount from the

individuels in the area.
Tantiey : That i a very big task.
RE: It hszs rot been found a

task in corhev matters. Ir will be
easv to collect the rax, and you are
going to Imposa it ou a fair basis,

Tt will bo a very cumber-

MOORL : It is far
far nare un
itics collect

more cumbersome
to maks the local
it from the land of the

"ITICS

Hartiey: The land cannot move from

one district to another,

Xy, MICORE: n).ﬂ is just what actuated
the Government in bringing in thls tax.
The man on the land could not get away

from it, consequently he was in the position
that you could absolutelv force him to pay.
That is one of rhe unfair elements in the
:hole proposition. The basis iz wrong, and
hat 15 generally endorsed by the people in
he country who have to contribute most.

Mr. Harriey: What do you suggest?

Mr. MGORE: The hon. gentleman thinks
I am afraid to suggest that there should be
a hospital tax on wages. 1 am not. 1 am
quite prepared to advoecate what is right
Any number of workers recognise that they
should contribute to the hospitals. That is
voluntarily —reccgnised by the railway
workers and the miners. Nobody will object
to contribute a fair amount to the hospital,
but the present basis is unfair, as it is
placmcr the tax on the c'mlial value of a
section of the community when very often
the capital value is not therec.

Mr. WEIR (31!11‘]/' orouph): I am glad of
the opportunity of dhcu~~1n" this question,
because I realise that member of the Oppo-
sition are merely making political propa-
ganda out of a very peor case. 1 am not
cnamoured entirely of this hospital taxation
proposal, but I am big enough to say that
1t is the best I can conuceive, and therefore
I am going to defend it. The hon. member
for Aubigny, in common with the rest of
Lis team—if T may use that expression with-
out being offensive—go to- the country and
put up the same argument in the country
that they p ut up here. To my mind it 13

3

i
i

not logic. I do not think it is sound, and
from that angle 1 propose to debate it. The
hon. member has given the Chamber the

impression that the “farmer is the man who
is hardest hir, That is not true, and I will
tell you why. Let me look at it from the
point of view of income tax as a start. We
know that the difference between income tax
and local authority tax is 60 to 40. Practic-
ally stated, that is the position.

Lock up the income tax returns supplied
to Parliament, and you will find that the
farmer, who is supposed to pay the biggest
share of this taxation. only finds 3 per cent.
of the taxation of this State.

Mr. LoGAN : Because they have not got the
return.
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Mr WEIR: 1 welcome the interjection.
The farmers pay 3 per cent. of the
ircome tax of this State, and agal
put the cmployeces of the State, who pay 20

per cont, of the aggregate income tax.
Mr. Mooge: Take the man outside in the
coantry.

Mpr. WEIR: The farmer is paying 3 per
cent. of the aggregate income tax of the
State, therefore he is not paying his shave
of hospital taxation from an income tax poiut
of view. Agaivst him I take the employees
zte, who pay 20 per cernt. of tha
income tax. Taking 20 pee cont.
as against 3 per cent. in regard to incowe
tsx pavments, I argue that the emplovee is
contributing more per head to the hospitals
than the farmer from an income tax point
¢f view. The man on the land, accordi
to the hon. member for Lockyer, is not pay-
ing niore beeause he is not making tihe earn-
ings. His local authority taxation is based
on the value cf his land. The same thing
applles to the city dweller, who 1is the
cmployee.  The Iocal authority taxation of
thy city dweller is based on the value of his
land. He pays 20 per cent. of the aggregate
income tax of the State, and again pays his
queta per medium of the lecal authority
taxation of his land. He is not making a
living from the land at all. e is already
paying on his income per medium of the
iicome tax, and, because he lives on his
s'nall piece of land, which is not assisting him
{0 make his living, he again pays through his
lccal authority taxation—that is twice. Then
the third time comes. A number of wotkers
ia our cities—we might take Maryborough as
an illustration—are paying a definite amount
every week in order to get into the hospifal
in case of need. Take the miners. for instance,
amongst others. All these men are paying
a third quota of contribution towards the
hospitals. These men pay 20 per cent. of the
aggregate income tax, local authority rates,
ond voluntary contributions. :

Mr. Moore: Take the landowners.

Mr. WEIR : I want to take the professional
man in the city. I have no brief for the
professional man, who can look after himself,
In the main the professional man in a city
lLike Brishbane is working under very good
circumstances, and his local valuation 1s high,
and, per medium of his ratable value, he is
Leing caught fairly well.

Mr. Moore: Why take the man in business
when you are talking about the farmer
outside ?

Mr. WEIR: I am showing that the farmer
is not the man who is being severely taxed.
The hon. member for Lockyer said that the
farmer is the man who has been unfairly
ircated, and I am showing that he is not.
The professional man is being fairly well hit
—you can take Brisbane, Maryborough, or
any other centre—because of the fact that
he has a home which is fairly heavily rated
through the local authority valuation. and he
is also fairly caught through income tax
taxation. Nobedy is growling about that,
and it is fair. I repeat that farmers, who
arc only paying 3 per cent. of the aggregate
income taxation of the State and earning
their living on the land on which theyv are
paying local authority taxation, have not a
leg to stand on compared with the employees
in the city, who find 20 per cent. of the
aggregate income taxation, pay taxation on
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the land on which their homes are situated.
and who voluntarily tax themselves every

weeck 1n the form of a contribution to the
heapitals.
Mr. G. PP, BARNES (Varwick): The argu-

ment of the hon. member for Maryborough
bre down immediately when we come to
considey the velative amounts which the
individual farmer or employee pays. For

the sake of argumoent, we might

[8.30 pan.] take one hundred farmers and
one hundred employees and com-
their comributions.  The thing 1s
The number of cuployec: in the
is infinitely grearer then the number
of therefore their individual con-
tributions ave less. The hon. member's ar
ment is  oix a guess-—aun assuniption—an
assertion. What astounds me in the Labour
Party's attitude on this question is the won-
derful respect they show to the capiralist
at every turn. They seem to be ous to
allow the man of means, who goes in for
buying bonds free of taxation, or perhaps
has large bank deposits, to escape these
mmposts.  Even in a matter which is, or
should be, the concern of every member of the
community, they allow him to go scot free
again. I think that no less a sum than
£12,000,000 or £13.000,000 has been raised by
this State on the basis of freedom from taxa-
tion. I say that the principle is utterly
wrong, yet the very hon. members opposite
who are everlastingly fulminating against the
capitalists allow them to go free when they
get the opportunity. It should be regarded
as the privilege of everybsdy in the com-
munity to contribute to the support of our
various hospitals. If T am in touch with
the opinions of the people generally, they
took upon contributions to the hospital as an
obligation which they are prepared 1o
honour to the fullest extent; but the ba
must be equitable. Once more let me say
that T feel sure that, if we get accurate
figures. we shall find that the numbor of
employees in the State is infinitely greater
than the number of farmers. The Federal and
State Government employces alone number
one 1 seven of the population, and the
hon. member will find, if he goes into the
returns, that the income tax paid by those
classes is quite a large proportion of the
total.

My, COLLINS (Bowen): I have four hos-
pitals in the electorate which I have the
benour to represent. They are not © dis-
tricted” at the present time, but we mav
have to ask the Home Secretary to proclaim
a district in the near future. = As the hon.
gentleman is well aware, the hospital at
Bowen is generally in a precarious condition.
and therefore it may be necessary to include
the other hospitals in the electorate in a
hospital district. So far, however, we have
been able to support our hospitals.

pare

If the farmers in my electorate or in any
other electorate consider that the districting
of hospitals is a hardship, they have their
remedy in theiv own hands. Then why de
they not contribute voluntarily, and avoid
the hospitals being districted? This con-
tention that the burden falls heavily on the
armer is all moonshine. It falls no heavier
en the farmer than it does on the rest of the
community, because under the Hospitals Act
the State contributes 60 per cent. of the
amount from the consolidated revenue, to
which the whole of the people of Queensiand

Mr. Collins.]
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contribute, and 40 per cent. is obtained from
the local authorities under the districting pro-
posals, Tho tax is imposed upon the unim-
proved value of land, not upon the improve-
ments, and there is no hardship inflicted upon
either the farmers or any other persons undex
this proposal. The unimproved value of land
in this State practically amounts to the sum
that has been borrowed by the Governmens
of this State. In other words, the community
has created the unimproved wvalue of the
land by borrowing the moncy and spending
it on public works. Therefore the conununity
is onlv taling back by war of a tax on
the unimproved valuc of the land a little
of that »which the community has created, and
utilising it for the support of the hospitals.
I quite agiece with the hon. member for
Maryborcugh that theve is nothing in the
countention that the farmers are bearing
more than their share of {he burden.
To iwmagine that the farmer is going
to suffer a greater hardship than other
pcople who own unimproved land is all moon-
shine. As I said before, if the people do
rot wish their hospitals to be districted, then
they should voluntarily contribute to the
support of the hospitals. I am making that
known so that the farmers in myv electorate
will understand the position. There 1s a
method whereby the hospitals can be sup-
ported voluntarily. There is a little portion
of my electorate on the Bowen coalfield,
where up to the present the miner: and the
few station-owners and men cmployed on
the stations in that portion of the electorata
Lhave becn able to support their hospital
without any great effort. Some of the
hespitals in my electorate received a grant
from the *‘ Golden Casket” fund, which I
am sure they are grateful for having
received. I wish to repeat that., if the
people do not desire to have the hospitals
districted but to maintain them under the
voluntary system, let them put their hands
in their pockets, and there will be no
difficulty in supporting the hospitals under
the voluntary system.
At 9.39 p.m.,

The CHATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): Hon. mem-
bers opposite have not been able to make out
any casc in support of the Hospita.s Act,
I propsse to show how it works out in the
casc of the farmer as compared with the
owner of city land. This afternoon the FLou.
member for Toowoomba pointed out that in
the case of the city of Toowoomba it works
out at an average of bs. 9d. per head. This
is how it works out in connection with farm-
ing land—

Per head.
s fd,
Clifton Shire 1510
Miimerran Shire 6 4
Jondaryvan Shire 15 8
Tarampa Shire 97

That is why hon. members opposite are in
favour of this system—because the burden is
placed on the farmer, and their men escape.
That is what they are after.

Myr. Corrins: Whom do you call our men?

Mr. DEACON : Men who support the hon.
gentleman. If a comparison is made of the
tax on the city area compared with the tax
ia the farming areas, it works out at a much
cheaper rate per head for the working man

[dr. Collins.
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than it does for the farmer. Hon. membors
oppesite are not out for equality or a fair
thing. They will not have anything fer the
hospitals, except something that works to the
advantage of the people who sent them here.
What I want is fair treatment for the man
o the land. The hon. member cannot dispute
these figures, as they were given by a member
of his own party. The farmer pays a land
tax on the unimproved wvalue of his land,
whether he has paid for it or not. Tle might
owe money on if, nevertheless he ¢till has to
pay the land tax and the tax for the upkeep
of the hospital.

ARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Every

The Sicre
worker’s dwelling pays a hospital

ovwner of a
tax.

Mr. DEACOXN: The owner of a worker’s
dwelling in the city does not have to pay a
land tax on the unimproved value of his land.
That is the point I am endeavouring to
make, The man on the basic wage in the

city does not pay income tax.

Mr. WEIR: Neither does the farmer,

ir. DEACON: I will show the hon. men-
ber how the farmer does pay. The farmer
and the landowner in the country find 90
per cent. of the revenue of the country.
Where do the people in ihe cities get all their
wealth to pay income tax cxcept out of the
produce of the land¥ Hon. members must
remember that the mining industry is gone,
That being the case, who pays the taxation
of the country but the owner of the land?
The farmer and the man on the land pay
an unfair share towards the support of the
hospitals. We are only asking for what is
fair. We have to pay land tax, the tax for
the upkeep of the hospitals, end income tax.
It is only fair that we should ask that the
an in the cities should also contri-
bute his fair share to the upkeep of the
hospitals.

Mr. BARTLEY (#'itzroy): The hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham will have to talk a little
longer than he did if he desires to convince
me that the farmer is contributing more to
the upkeep of hospitals than the man in the
city. It is a well-known fact that the man on
the land is in a better position than the man
in the citr. Fle has not half the expenses
of the man in the city. If th hospital tax
wasz exauiined carefullv. it would disclose
that the man in the city is paying about
three times as much as the man in the
country. Everyone knows that an allotment
in the city valued at £200 is worth 40 per
cent. or 50 per cent. proportionately more
than a similar arca in the country. I wiil
take the instances quoted by the hon. mem-
ber himself. He said that a working man
in Toowoomba contributed on an average
5s. 9d. per year to the upkeep of the Too-
woomba hospital, as against 18 10d. by the
farmer at Clifton.

Mr. Descox: The business man in
woomba 1s included in that average.

Mr. HARTLEY : I am taking the example
submitted by the hon. member. The man in
Toowoomba paying the smaller amount owns
about 16 perches of land, from which he can
get nothing in the way of interest. On the
other hand, the man at Clifton who pays 15s.
10d. owns probably from 50 to 200 acres.

Mr. MoOORE:

Too-

What about his income?



Supply.

Mr. HARTLEY : He has a bigger income
and has greater exemptions than the worker.

Mr. MooRE:

Mr. HARTLEY : I have never yet heard
a genuine farmer squeal about the incidence
of the hospital tax. The squeal comes from
hon. gentlemen opposite, who are concerned,
vot with the man with 100 acres but with
the man owning ihousands of wcres. The
latter can well afford to pay for the upkeep
of the hospitals. He is getting a greater
benefit from them; vet these people who
own land valued ot £4,000 and £5,000 are
those whom the Opposition are trying flo
exempt in some way from the incidence
of hospital contributions.

The Previer: The © Golden Casket’ con-
iributors pay more than anyone.

Mr. FIARTLEY :
per cent, of them are workers.
have the workers again!

The PreEmizk: And many of them do not
live in the State.

Mr. HARTLEY : I want to know how the
money collected on the basis- of income will
be distributed among the various hospitals.
Take, for example, men contributing at
Kabra. Who shall decide whether that
money shall go to Reckhampton or Mount
Morgan? The proposal to upkeep the hospi-
tals from payments on an income basis is
wrong for two recasons. In the first place,
cxcessive expense will be occasioned to the
Income Tax Department in allocating that
money to the various localities. and, secondly.
there is the difficulty of deciding to what
localities it shall go. You will want practic-
ally another Board of Trade and Arbitration
to deeide a matter like that. For example.
of the money contributed in South Brisbane,
what system would be adopted of allocating
that money to the various hospitals there?

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): I would not
like this vote to pass without referring to
‘the attempt made by the hon. member for
Warwick to upset my figures. The only part
that appealed to him when he contended
that my figures were wrong was that the
ratio of employees paying their quota for
the upkeep of the hospitals was a negligible
quantity. What iz that quantity? Of the
men who were rated for this tax there weve
9,817 employees and 903 farmers; and 3
per cent. of the whole income tax is paid
by the farmers and 20 per cent. by the
cemployees,

Very often he has no income.

And I suppose that 80
There you

e

The oxlv thing I can see from my point
of “view is the point raised by the Home
Secretary in regard to the question of the
reallocation of the boundaries. That, in the
ordinary course of events, will be remedied
by the Commission on Local Authority
Boundaries. I have scen for some time that
the Maryborough hospital district, which
extends to the vieinity of Gympie. should
be reconsidercd. We are waiting now for
the boundary to be adjusted, but in the
meantime no one is likely to take undue
advantage of another hospital. After all is
said and done, this Committee wants to get
the true aspect of the case so as to be able
to adopt the true basis of taxation and do
what is a fair thing. The farmers who pay
ounly 3 per cent. of the income tax are not
overburdered. The employees of the State
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pay 20 per cent. taxation on their little
homes in the city, and, in addition to that.
they pay voluntarily their other 6d. per
week.

Mr. Moore: They get service for that.

Mr. WEIR : They get service in any case.
Everybody knows that the intention of the
(fovernment is that people in necessitous
circumstances shall be assured of a home
while sick in the shape of a hospital. What
was the distriet hospitals business introduced
for? It was introduced to force people in
this State to accept their responsibilities
and contribute towards the hospitals.

The hon. member for Lockyer takes pride
in the fact that his hospital is not districted.
Some other hon. members also take pride
in the fact that it has not been necessary
10 district their hospitals. What is at the
back of that? Is it not that the people in
those areas arc sufficiently patriotic to keep
up their hospitals by means of voluntary
contributions ?

Then we have places like Bundaberg, to
which the Minister referred to-night. In
that case the hospital was practically bank-
rupt and in a shocking state of disrepair.
Tt was therefore necessary to introduce this
new form of taxation, in connection with
which the worker in the city is more than
paying his share as compared with the
farmer.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
number of farmers who contribute this 3 per
cent. 1s 1,063, and the hon. member for
Maryborough is jealous and is prepared to
allow a vast number in the community to
go scot-free in regard to this taxation. Thes
total—

Absentees 376
Independents 1,129
Professional men ... 1.015
Employees 15,838

Now you see the jealousy of hon. members

opposite, It is quite possible that many of
these may be landholders and taxpayers,
but the chances are that not half of them
are. o vou ses that the basis of the hon.
member’s caleulation is quite out. The
point that seems to raise a great deal of
trouble in the minds of hon. members is how
you are going to collect the tax. Where iz
it to come from? The cost will be very
high. You can very well leave that matter
in the hands of the Commls soner of Taxes.
Iie will have no trouble in finding out where
a man has his domicile. If he fails in this
instance, it will be the first time that he
has failed; that is my experience.

At 9.55

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Sessional Orders agreed to by the House
on 25th August and 26th October last, I shall
now leave the chair and make my report
to the House.

p.m.,

The House iesumed.
The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m.
Mr. G. P. Barnes.]





