
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 1927 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



1260 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER, 1927. 

Th,-, SPEAKER (Hon. If{. Borlram, Jl•TU) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QuESTIO""S. 

Cosr oF AnurnoN To TREASURY Bc:rLDI:>G. 

Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oozrong) asked the 
Se-cretary for Public \Yorks-

" 1. \\'hat was the estimated cost of 
tho addition to the Treasury block? 

'' 2. What was the actual cost?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS 
!Hon. M. J. Kirwan, JJrisbane) replied-

,, 1. £230,000. 

" 2. The ·work is nearly corn vleted ; 
on completion the cost vvill Le made 
a vailablc if desired.~' 

l'RO?OSFD INQURY INTO CATTLE~GIHZING 
I~~DCSTRY. 

I>Ir. SW AYNE (Jiimni) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. HaYc inqtuncs yet conuncnccd 
into the position of the cattle industry 
similar to those recently made into the 
state of the cheep industry 9 

'' 2. If so, will ho inform the House as 
to when the report will be completed'? 
If not, when will these inquiries be com­
nlenccd ?" 

The PRK\1IER (Hon. \V. 1\IcCormack, 
Cui,//.<) replied-

" 1 and 2. Difficulty is bein~ encoun­
tered m securing representative and 
coJnpeteut rnen to conduct the inquiry. 
As soon as the personnel ha' been 
occured action will be taken to proceed 
immediately with the inqui1·>" 

ScHOOL I:>SPECTOR, nm AGE 07 RETIREi\IE~T. 

Mr. F ~'I.RRELL (IIocUuunpton) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

" 1. Hovv~ many inspectors of schools 
arc there in his department who have 
reached the retiring age of .sixty-five 
years? 

'' 2. \\'hat arc their names? 
"3. \Vhen is it propo.eed to rctir·c these 

officers?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOK (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude 
F([//r y) replied-

,, 1. Four. 

" 2. Mutch, Alexander: 
\Yilliam; Kemp, Charles: 
J oseph Longton (B. A.). 

1\tylor, 
Fowle1~, 

"3. },Ir. A. 1Iutch is retiring as fron:t 
31st January, 1928. The date of retire­
ment of 1\Ies·.ieurs Taylor, Komp. and 
Fowler has not yet been decided.'' 

BA:>ANAS RAILED FROM GYMPIE-::\"Ai\JBOt'R A~D 
l\1ARY VALLEY RAILWAYS. 

1Ir. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" 1. I-Iow rnanv cases of bananas "\vere 
railed during the past twelve months 
from stations on the section Gympie to 
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::\ambour (both inclusive); also from 
stations on the Mary Valley line? 

" 2. \Vhat w~s the total freight on such 
con~1gninents? 

The SECRETARY FOR 
{Hon. J. Larcombe, 11 eppel) 

' The information B 
preparation.'' 

RAILWAYS 
replied-
in course of 

REPORT oF RuRAL FIRES PR£vEc;Trox BoARD. 

Mr. DEACO::"! (Uunninuhan,), for Mr. 
·COSTELLO (Carnarvon), aske-d the Secretary 
for Public Lands- · 

" 1. Di<l the boar<l which reported upon 
the matter of rural fire prevention make 
a unanimous report and recommendation, 
and if not, who were the dissentients? 

"2. What was the total cost of the 
board? 

"3. In what districts during the last 
ten years has the Careless Use of Fire 
Prevention Act been in force?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
. (Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) replied-

" 1. The report of the advisory com­
mittee on bush fires was unanimous 
except for several reservations expressed 
by Messrs. J. F. Brett and A. E. Cold­
ham. These reservations expres&ed pre­
ference for-(1) Administration by local 
authorities; (2) continuance of the com­
mi~tee_ in office for three years; and made 
obJections to (3) compulsory fir.ebreuks 
and close seasons. (The minority reserva­
tions were given <lue weight in drafting 
the Bill.)" 

"2. The members of the boar-d gave 
their services without cost to the State. 
The total expenses for the three months' 
investigation and r-eport were £23 5s. 5d. 

" 3. Districts-
Arrilalah-Petty Sessions District of. 
Bauhinia-Division of. 
Blackall-Police District of. 
Bowen-Land Agent's District. 
Burke-Police District of. 
Bm·nett-District of. 
Cairns-Petty Sessions District of. 
Cairns-(Sce Shire of Johnstone). 
Camooweal-Petty Sessions District 

of. 
Cm·dwell-Police District of. 
Charleville-Town of 
Charters Towers Ga'ld Field. 
Clermont-Pastoral District of Leich-

hardt and Police District of. 
Cloncurry-District of. 
Cook-District of. 
Croydon-Petty Sessions District of. 
Darling Downs-District of. 
Etheridge-Police District oi. 
Goondiwindi-District of. 
Gregory North-Pastoral District of. 
Hughenden-Police District of. 
Ingham-Pctty Ses,ions District of. 
Inglcwood-Police District of. 
Ipswich-Land Agent's District. 
lsisford-P-ett:v Sessions District of. 
Johnstone-Shire of. and so much 

of the Shire of Cairns as is con­
tained in the Petty Sessions District 
of Herberton. 

Kennedy-North and South Pastoral 
District of. 

'Leichhardt-District of. 
1.1ackay-Police District. 

Maranoa-District of. 
Marathon-Police District of. 
Mitchell-District ot. 
J11oreton East-District of. 
:Hurweh-Shire of. 
Normanton-Municipalitv and Car-

pentaria Division of District com­
prised within. 

Northern Downs-District of. 
Port Curtis-District of. 
Rockhampton-District of. 
Rockhampton-Police District of. 
St. George-District of. 
Stanley-Electoral District of. 
Townsville-District of. 
Townsvillc-Municipality of. 
Thursday and Hammond Islands. 
Tinaroo-DiYision of. 
Wan·ego-District of. 
Wide Bay-District of. 
vVoothakata-Division. 
NoTE.-\Vords 'District of' moan 

'The Pastoral District of.' " 

ALLEVIATION OF DISTRESS A1!0XGST 
UNE}IPLOYED . 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), without notice. 
aske<l the Premier-

" 1. Will he take the House into his 
confidence as to what a.ction he is taking 
or proposes to take towards alleviating 
the evident distress amongst the present 
?normous number of unemployed people 
m th1s State? 

"2. ·would he favour an immediate con­
ference of representatives of both side'· 
of the House with the object of exploring· 
every possible avenue which might lend 
to some help being afforded to these 
unfortunate people?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. :YicCormack, 
Cairn,,) replied-

" The Opposition cannot offer an; 
financial help towards alleviating uuem­
plo:pnent, and the Government are oxperi­
encmg difficulty, even though quite pre­
pared to spend a sum of money to 
alleviate unemployment, in finding u'seful 
work on which to spend the monev to give 
relief in the metropolitan area.' Some­
thing is being done ah·eaclv. I have a 
conference this morning with his worship 
the mayor of Brisbane, :\fr. J oily, to dis­
cu's the matter of whore we mio-ht do 
something conjointly; but there bis the 
great difficulty that the Government have 
more mfn employed in the metropolitan 
area to-day than ever ha.·-e been employe-d 
before. The unemployment is not clue to 
slackness in Govern..!]wnt employment, 
btcause we have considerably over 2,000 
men employed within a short radius of 
Brisbane, and even if the Government 
<lid spend a sum of money-ptcmaturolv. 
I might say-to relieve unemployment tl~e 
difficulty is to find work whore the monev 
can be legitimately and profitably spPnt." 

::\1r. CLAYTON; Mr. BaYin is doing it. 

The PREMIER ; 
"I1Ir. Bavin is not doing anything. 

The ;,; ew South Wales Government dis· 
missed 25{) men from the tr,lmwavs some 
time ago. I do not wish to get cbc::ond 
the. bounds o_f th1s question, because 
1t IS a very Important matter. I am 
prepared to find money to relieve unem­
ploytnont so soon as l eau, acting in 
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conjunction with the local author,ities, 
secure useful work, designed and ready, 
where we can spend that money." 

;y1r. BRAND: \Vhy not approHch the }lain 
Roa·ds Comn1ission? 

The PREMIER : 
·· That is not so easy. I ha.-e been in 

touch with the Main Roads Commission 
during the past fortnight hurrying up 
designs and plans; but hon. members 
will readily understand that in connec­
tion with organised work outside of the 
city, where the men have to go away 
from their homes, it means securing tents, 
kits, beds, machinery; and several 
thousands of pounds might be spent on 
material before any actual relief could be 
given to the men who haye to do the 
\vork. It is not so easy as it looks. 
D~ring the past I'Ycek I have giYcn the 
wilole of my personal attention to the 
matter. I have asked the Railwav 
Department and various other Goveni:­
mcnt activities to spe:-d up their designs, 
and to grve me an Idea where. 111 anv 
portion of the State, a limited ar'nount o'f 
rnoncy can }=le spent C?n actual wage~ 
work that will give relwf to the unem­
l)Joyed, and that 1vill be done a2 soon u_-, 
\YO are ready." 

::-,Ir. CoRSER: Do you not think that a dis­
cussron on the whole economic po.sit:iou of 
industry might be valuable? 

The }'REMIER : If anything could h' 
gained _lron1 the hon. nH:·mber's speaking) the 
problem woul·d hrn-e been solved long ago. 

Mr. CoRSER: You are qllite right. I >Yish 
you would listen to me. 

SOUTH JOHNSTO:'<'E, GIN GIX ?\OHTH 
ETON, A:0JD MOUNT BAPPLE 
SUGAR \fORKS BILL. 

IXITIATION. 

The TREASDRER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) : I beg to move-

. ".That the House will, at its next 
s1tbng, resolve itself into a C'on1mittee 
of the \'V'holc to consider oi the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to authorise 
the tran.,fer of the manag01nent and 
control of the South Johnstonc sugar­
,,-ork3, the Gin Gln sugar-'\Yorks the 
North Eton sugar-works, and the ::\Iount 
J:?-auplc sugar-\vorks, from the Corpora­
tion of the. 1\·(: J.surer to an associution 
in rcspf..ct of the sugar--works concerned~ 
to extend such authority in respect o£ 
other sugar-\vorks; and for other consc­
rrucntial purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

SDP PLY. 

R£Sc)IPTIOK OF CmnnTTEE-NrxTH AND TEXTH 
ALLOTTED Dws. 

(Jir. Pollock, Urcgory, in the rllair.) 
HO:HE SEC:\ETARY'S DEPAHT}lE::\'T. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

QueRtion stated-" That £7,852 be granted 
for ' Chid Office.' " 

Mr. KING (Logan) : When the House 
adjourned last night I was giving some facts 
to show that the Minister had given an ab>o­
lutel:v incorrect reply to a question I had 
asked regarding an application for a postal 

[Mr. King. 

ballot by the \\'yangarie Shire Council and 
the subsequent cancellation of the "Gazette'' 
notice authorising the ballot. I would just 
like briefly to recapitulate the facts. Tlw 
,hire clerk wrote the Home Department on 
the 2nd September, 1926, asking- for pcrmie­
~ion to conduct the annual elections by po_;-.tal 
ballot. That request was granted on the 
18th September. The permission was 
gazc,tted, and a copy of the " Gazette '' 
notice was forwarded by the Homo Depart­
ment to the council. In October the ordinu ry 
monthly meeting of the council was held. 
The letter from the Home Department wa;; 
discussed and agreed to. There was not the 
slig·htest objection offered to it by a sinll'lc 
member of the council. At the followmg 
JYtt~eting in November the minutc.~-a copy of 
which had been previously sf'nt out to each 
1T~u1lher and publi~hed-\vere adopted. It 
is utterly absurd to say that the shire clerk 
in asking- for the postal ballot acted on lns 
own initiative and without thD authorii? 
of the coancil. He did so in the fir •~ 
instal!CP, but his action \Va3 COllfun1cd all 
through. l'\o notice whaterer \Yas taken h~­
thc d~partmcnt of the granting of t.he po'.tal 
ballot until some n1en1bers of the Au3tralran 
\Yorker_.;' Union at Richn1cnd gr;t bus., and 
protested against it. They g-ot tl~c nH rr1hc r 
for the district, the hon. mcn1b£'~~ £or Bur.kt?~ 
to rnovc in the matter~ I ha,-e nrough1 thu: 
rnattcr forv:ard for bvo Iea~ons-fit~tly~ 
because thero ''as an incorrect ans\ver giYP~l 
in this Chamber, and secondly, b~cnuse 1 
stronglv object as a member of thls House 
to the Australian Workers' Union attcn1pt1ng 
to control the !-Iome Secretary's Deparhncrn­
or any other Govcrn1nent dcpari:n1c-nt. 

:VIr. DASH: They did not. 

~1r. I(I~~G: Th0y did in t.his partic~1lar 
;nst tPCt: £o1~ as a result of rc-pr,:__sentatwns 
;;~~clc" };y the Australian ~Yorkcrs' ~:nion 
and an bon. Ine1nbc~ ~rpo~1tc tl! 

1
thc Lion1e 

S··, retary, the pern11SS10ll . to hola a p~osta~ 
ballot \Yhich had bocn prev1m:sly gran_t9n wa-., 
cancellcri. No notice W'as taken fro1n ~"~ovenl­
lwr nnl il the following JJ,hrch, when the 
elcet.ions wer:>- about to bB held . 

~lr. I-IYl\ES: Arc you sure of your fach ·: 

Mr. KING: They are to be found in thr; 
file of the Home Secrehry's Department. I 
asked that that file should be Ja,id upon the 
table of the Hou,c. and in that . way I &oc 
1nv infoTrnation. I also coinn1un1catcd w1th 
the \Yvangarie Shire Council, ,,-ho had 
b1·ouah( the rnatter before n1y notice in n1y 
c~pa~ity as secretary. of the Local Authorities' 
As;ociation. Healmng that It w.as ea most 
;;;crious thin~r, I aslu'd the counc1l ro: l~~r­
mission to bring the matter before Par.ra­
rnPnt. The cmmcil held a meeting to con­
sider that matter, and a motwn that per­
Inission he gro,nted to n1c to Yenhlat~J tho 
matter was carried by four yotes to three, 
the minority being the Labour members of 
the council. I strongly obJect to th':' pro­
ccd,rre which wcs adopted. \Vhen a ::\iimster 
app-ro,-,~.,~ of a <'-'l'tain c~mrse being followed 
and sanctions the crcnt1on of the necessary 
machincrv to allow that courso to be taken, 
then no bodv-be it a body of employees or 
<>mploycr·.-s'!wuld use its in~~renco with the 
department to alter the decision arnved at. 

(The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired.) 

The Ho:'IIE SECRETARY (:Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jfon d JioTgcm): The ~tatoment 
of the case by the lwn. gentleman IS wfong. 
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So far as I am awar<J, the Amtralian 
\Vorkers' ·union neYer can1c into this n1atter 
at all. 

Mr. KIXG: I beg your pardon--it was the 
• .\u-tra!ian Labour Party. 

'l'he HOM1~ SECRETARY: The Aus­
tralian Labour Farty may have come into 
the matter, but I only rerognieo the member 
for the district. This party piloted through 
an amendment of the Local Authorities Act 
to provide for a postal ballot in local 
authority elections, where necessary. It was 
considered that we might depart from the 
ordinary principle by allowing a P?Stal 
ballot iu cases where the scattered natun~ of 
the district would mean c<msidcrable expense 
being incurred in conducting the elections in 
1 he ordinary way, bO long as the value of 
the election was not depreciated and the true 
opinion of the people was obtained. A 
request \Yas me,dc by the shire clerk and 
returni.ng ofi-iC'er of the \Yya,ngaric Shire 
Council. ~His letter ~tated that he \Vas acting 
for the council, ,_- hich is the authmit.i r0cog­
ni"cd by the department; awl, belieYing that 
the request did c·manatc from the council, a 
"Gazette'' notict~ was issuC'Cl. Then a pro~ 
tr ,t canw frorn the district. 

1Ir. I;::r;G: -Months afterwards. 

The IIOl\IE SECEETARY: It does not 
rnattcr ho,v long afterwaTds; I can only 
deal with facts as they come before the 
department. A protc't came through the 
proper authority-the member for the dis­
n·ict-pointing out that th0 shire clerk had 
llO autherity to make the request. r_rhat is a 
:-erious accusc,.,tion, and, had I been a\Yare of 
jt at the tirne, the " Gazette" notice \Vould 
llot have appeared, pending the receipt of 
further information froln the council. rrhe 
de-partment \tir~d to the clerk, bet.anse it 
rccDgniscd that the n:quc"t rcceiYed frorn 
the rnc1nbcr of the district that the postal 
ballot ehou]d hf! cancelled might entail con­
Ridcrable expense. The clerk 1vas asked for 
information t• '· to how far the ballot had 
prcc-,cdcd. '!'he reply was that certain 
'tatronery had been purchased and the 
ballot-papers y·ere being priLH;d. On invc,ti­
gation it was found t.hat nominations had not 
been called, so that tho ballot-peepers could 
not have b.3en printed. Seeing that the mem­
ber for the clish-ict-thc true repr0senta tive 
of the people-had made certain representa­
tions, I, as Homo SeC'rcta.r), c.:;.nccllcd ·what 
\\as really an action ba "0d on false inforJna­
tion conveyed to me. I 1Ja,·e no particular 
fe-,ling in the matte-r at all. Peroonally, I 
believe in the postal hallot provisions, and 
the reason why they were approved on this 
r,cc.<sion was that a Hoval Commission had 
been appointed to rrarrlv:<rc local authority 
boundaries, and, as I-lon1c bccrctary, I recog­
nised that, ha.d it been possible for the com­
Jnission to sub:~1it its report i!l time for 
loe-islatjvo action to be tn ken this sessiqn, 
,.-e would have altered the boundariL·1. which 
would have meant fresh elections in tho 
,-arious new authorities created, and it would 
ha,-e mc·ant double c·xpenditurc. I extended 
lhe privilege on that occasion, believin"' 
that by dnjng so I \vas sayint::, n1any shire~ 
,y}Hlt vvould rcallv ~,mount to unnecessary 
expenditure. · 

P1·ovious speakers-particularly the hon. 
member for Toowong and the hon. member 
for Bunda.berg-have referred to the question 
of the pollution of the Brisbane River by the 
sewage that is emptied into it n.t Luggage 

Point. Five years ago the Health Depart­
ment, in conjunction with the }i,ederal Health 
Engineer, made exhaustive inquiries and at 
the point then reached in connection with the 
work of the sev~~er:ing the Brisbane area, 
there was no immediate danger to the health 
of the Brisbane people; but it was recog­
nised, even at that stage, that it would 
become necessary either to erect purifk::ttion 
works or adopt. the chlorination process of 
purifying the sewage that was emptied into 
the river, which, as the scheme advanced, 
might become a m<'nace to the health of the 
comn1unity. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: Did not tno Metro­
politan \Yater Supply and Sewera.ge Act 
originally provide for that to he clone? 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: I have not 
much knowledge of that Act, as I do not con­
trol it. The CommiFsioner of Public Health 
has carcfuliy \1 atched the progre-s of events, 
and he recently drew the attention of his 
officers to the increasing number of services 
that werC' being connect-Jd with the sewer -ge 
system. A child in one of the schools eon­
tractecl typhoid fever; Famplcs of oysters 
were taken; typhojd b:-,-ei1li were not 
found, and the investigation disc!o-,,d that 
there was no special danger. The full facts 
were placed at the disposal of the Metropoli­
tan Water Supply and Sewerage Board, and 
t.he statement made to-day by certain authori­
ties that there is no danger is based on the 
report of five years ago. The hon. member 
for Toowong is anxious to kno·w the present 
posit-ion. 'f'ho Commi~sioner of Pnblie 
Health ha' had officers at work taking 
sa,nlples of the o~-sters, \Vater~ e-ludge, and 
everything else, but finality has not been 
reached from the· analytical point of view. 
So soon n;; th<J Con1missioner has full data in 
his possession, he will take whatever action 
is necessary to sec that whichever authority is 
responsible does its duty. 

The hon. member for Toowong also referred 
to the licensing of fruit barrows and desired 
some information as to the procedure followed 
in regard to the issue of these lice1ises. At 
one period the Home Department controlled 
the issue of these licenses, and it is just as 
Y,·ell to understand why barrow licenses were 
issued in the city of Brisbane. Fruitgmwcrs 
who were sending their fruit to the market 
found that only the prime fruit received a. 
1·eady sale, w.hilc sound fruit, which was quite 
fit for consumption and quite within reach 
of the pockets of a vast number of people who 
could not pay for the prime article, wa' not 
placed on the ma.rket at all except by means 
of the fruit carters who hawked it round tho 
various suburbs. 'rhe large population, 
howe1•cr, which daily entered the city and 
left by train for the distant suburbs had no 
opportunity of getting what v. a' a very neces­
sary article of diet because the price was 
beyond them. The late Home Secretary-the 
present Premier-following the example of 
other cities, decided to give the majority of 
the people an oppoi·tunity of purchasing 
cheap fruit, and a certain number of licenses 
were issued-thirty-seven, I believe. These 
licenses were issued without any regard to 
location. It wus not ve.ry long before it was 
recognised that the fruit barrows were becom­
ing a menace to the traffic, which wa-s an 
cYer-groldng problem in our 1nidst, and a 
conference was held. While the Home Secre­
tary had no desire to depri':" any man of the 
opportunity of ,continuing to f~',1rn a livinq·, a 
certain number of barrows Vlas agreed upon 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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as the result of the conference. To e.bsorb 
the men then in the business it was decided 
that, instead of one man only being on the 
barro1v two men should share in it, and cer­
tain spbts were allocated to these reen. Natur­
ally the men who were in the business recog­
nised which were the most profitable spots 
and those spots were given a preference. 
Many barrow licenses have been issued since, 
but their location has prevented them being 
a success, and such licenses haYo been held for 
a short time only and then the occupant h.;·; 
disappeared. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : Much depends on the 
individual. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Much depc•nd, 
on the appearance of the individual, on the 
appearance of his barrow, and on his honesty 
in business. As the scheme progreosed power 
was taken under the Fruit Marketing 
Organisation Act to remoYe from tl:w Hom~ 
Secretary's Department the rc'>ponsib!lity ot 
issuing barrow permits in Brisban,3 and vest 
the power in t1le Committee of Direction of 
.Fruit Marketing. Therefore, tlw applicant 
for a license does not now approach the Horne 
Sccrctarv at all. Acting throLlgh the police. 
who are· the custodians of the traffic of tho 
metropolitan area, the Homo Secretary has to 
see that barrow sites are not established at 
poinls that would make the congestion of 
traffic worse than it is to-day; and that is the 
rE'ason why barrows have been shifted from 
the corners of George street between Qu.e"n 
street and Ann e.treet. It is the same in 
Edward street and in the Valley, a certain 
limited space being allowed where the 
barrows may operate, and a limited number 
of barrow licensea only being issued. 

The City Council rightly asked for some 
consideralion in the matter of barrow licenses 
within its area, and I immediately instmotcd 
the Commissioner of Police to seek the advica 
of the City Council on the question of the 
new concessions in regard to barrow licenses, 
preserving to those who held existing licenses 
the rights which possibly belonged to them 
under their original permits. Before new 
licenses were issued the Commissioner would 
at least obt<tin some expression of opinion 
from the local authorities. 

The hon. member for Normanbv mentioned 
the Rockhampton maternity ward. I might 

. say that, if the secretary of the board, Mr. 
Thornson, who wrote the hon. member the 
letter he quoted, had displayed anything like 
the enthusiasm shown by the Central members 
on this important question, no doubt Rock­
hampton would be in a better position than 
it is to-day in this regard. When the mater­
nity scheme of this Government came into 
existence a building programme was drawn 
up, care being taken to place in the first 
schedule all the outlying portions of the State 
where the need was greater than ii< more 
closely settled districts. 

In 1nany instances places to which tnatcr­
nity wards wore allocated resolutely declined 
the assistance, either because of the prejudice 
of their local people or simply bc"ause it was 
so1nething emanating frorn a Labour Govern­
ment, hence places which accepted <.'arly were 

in the happy position of ha.-ing 
[11 a.m.] the work completed soon. The 

larger centres of population wero 
placed in a later schedule; but, when the 
announcement went out that it was proposed 
to carry out the work in the different 
schedules, nearly every town of any magni-

[Han. J. Stopford. 

tu do in Queensland immc·dia te ly started to 
make representations to the department for 
the early consideration of its claims. What­
ever representations have boon made on behalf 
of Rcckhampton have only been madf' by thoJ 
Rockhampton members. The old hmpital 
committee evidently thought thrrt boeau ... ' 
they had a won1en' s ho6pital their purpose 
was served. It was only when their :finance:5 
became so serious that· they had to be pro· 
claimed as a district under the Hospital3 . .\et 
thJt they took any notice of the propl •\al ~t 
all; and then it was only rrfter I had goilc 
to Rockhampton and addrcoccd the lwc;lit'd 
boar-d on tho ncces~ity of co-ordinating its 
different services and obtaining ib own funds 
for that purpose that its apathy was OYcr­
corno, although ·even then it did not 1nako 
application for a loan till latn. I pointed 
out that I was proparcd to ~ivc considc·ration 
to any request , the board rnl;:sht rnake in 
bring Rockhampton into line with other larg,, 
towns which already had made direct appli­
cation for inclusion in tho seherno. ~\Iv 
experience in the building of rna t:"'rnity wards 
teaches me that it is a mistake to construcc 
them to a standard plan like a Ford car. I 
find that, ,-hilst somebody in the hea·d of!icu 
of the D('partment of Public \Vcrks may be 
able to draw a very excellent plan of a 
building, nevertheless) unl( \-; he hai3 local 
knowledge of the conditions of the site-!.h<' 
prevailing winds, the shady side, and so on 
-it 'ometimcs happens that building have 
to be altered and the whole lay-out charged 
to meet the local conditions, which. of cour'''· 
would be known to the residents. In the cas" 
of Rockhampton, I personally a•'.ked the 
board to give full consideration to whatever 
plan was presented, pointing out that it had 
as chairman a man who ,~as recognised as 
an able builder in the person of Mr. Rcnshaw, 
and that it also had the benefit of the adYice 
of medical men who should be able to guide 
it as to the location of the building and its 
design to meet the requirements of the dis­
trict, and that, whilst I was willing to expe­
dite the matter as much as possible, I would 
like it to apply that local knowledge to the 
plans. Of course, the Department of Pubiic 
'Norks cannot compl·etc a plan in a week, 
and sometimes there is considerable delay 
before I get the plans back. When I got 
the plans back I sent them to the Rockhamp­
ton board for consideration. Thev were then 
r.eturncd by me to the \Vorks Department. 
They have not again reached me. The posi­
tion is that I have this vear embarked on 
the finalisation of the complete scheme of 
maternity ward work in this State, and ro::tur­
ally the funds I have at my ·disposal arc 
being taxed. I can assure the hon. members 
from the Central district who haYe constantlv 
kept this matter before my notice that a~'l 
soon as possible a start will be made to give 
Rockhampton the benefit of this institution. 

Several hon. members have referred to 
the tralHc problems, the hon. member for 
Normanby in particular rpforring to a luco.­
tion in South Brisbane leading towards the 
l'liclbourne Street railway station. He 
complained that there was no policeman on 
point dut.r in Stanley street just over 
Victoria bridge. 

11r. PETERSON: There is a policeman on 
dutv in the busy hours. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hon. mem­
bers in their desire to solve traffic problems 
must realise that motorists have certain 
responsibilities, and pedestrians also have 
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responsibilities. The particular point to 
which the hon. gentleman called my atten· 
tion has been under my observation fro· 
quently. It is a place y.·hero one-way traffic 
i.s in existence. The idea of onc-\vav traffic 
i~ to expedite the traffic in congt:::;tcd arm:u. 
The worst pedestrian offenders are women 
·with young children. Standing at any tran1-
stop. can anyone say that they ohey the 
regulations and 1vait until a tran1 is rast 
or that they walk to the end of the footpath 
before crossing? 

~fr. PETERSON : There is no other y;u v to 
{'l'0:3f' over there. You rnust go acro )s V the 
road. 

The HOME SECHETARY: In a street in 
which one-way tr;;Jflc i& in operation and 
whrrc there is motor traffic, the pas~cngcr 
in a tram has the rc--ponsibility of waiting 
uniil the tram has moved off, then crossing 
the street in safety instead of running round 
one nd or the other of the tramcar. 

\1r. Pr:TERSON : The 1notor rars con1o 
behind the tram on the other side. That 
i:;; tho danger. 

The HOME SECHETAHY: The dang;er is 
that people will not wait, until the tram has 
moved off, giving them an uninterrupted view 
of the street. If we were to compel all 
tramcau or all traffic to be held up b hind 
a. :;:.tnt.ionary tramcar in an irnportant sccdon 
like that, "\Ye V\-ould create conge:Jtion on tho 
bi·idge or at some other point. In studying 
the traffic problem in the metropolitan area 
i'>'C mu~t got down to the ba>is of the defect., 
and that is that we have only one bridge. 
\Vhen tho second bridge has ·been erected, 
much of our traffic problem will disappear. 
If we had a population properly educated in 
regard to the traffic regulations, " silent 
cops., would perform the duty just as well 
as members of the police force. \Vhen I 
look at our "silent cops," I am glad that 
-our live " cops " are not knock0d about in 
the same way, otherwise my pension bill 
would bankrupt the Government. 

Some hem. membm's haYe referred to the 
question of a tail light. Even amongst the 
small number w·ho arc assembled in this 
Chamber a diversity of opinion exists in 
reC"arcl to the tail light. Some hon. members 
object to having to switch on their tail lights 
at the back of their cars, whilst others pro­
test that the tail lights cannot be observed 
at any distance. One of the cLmgers of 
having the tail light switched on from the 
driver's s<::at is that immediat,]y a motorist 
infringes the law or knocks a person down, 
he switches off the tail light, accelerates his 
speed, and then the number of his car 
cannot be taken. I can point to the caoe 
of Constable Quinn, who, whilst on po_int 
duty, w:•s knocked down by a passmg 
motorist when there were hundreds of people 
about. The motorist switched off his tail 
light, accelerated his speed, and his number 
could not be taken. It has heon found 
nec<?s<arv to retire Constable Quinn on a 
pension· as a result of tho injuries that he 
received. 

In company with traffic police the Linder 
Secretary of the Department spent some 
nights at different points in the metropolitan 
traffic area observing motor cars as they 
passed by. Hon. members would be sur­
prised at the large percentage of cars on 
which the number cc·uld not be distinguished 
10 feet or 15 feet away. Some motorists had 
no tail lighh; some had dim lights for tail 
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lights) whiln ~Qme tail lights \vcrc smeared 
by mud. A conglomeration of different 
methods was discover<>d. vYo h:1Ve now 
pa'.'lCd a regulation under which tail lights 
will not be }Hl sed unless they are visible 
at a distance of 100 feet, and the 
s.Yit h attached to the tail light cannot be 
operated from the driver's scat. In other 
words under this regulation the switch can­
not bo controlled b·: the driver; and, if 
},c knccks a pereon 'down, he will have to 
stop the car and g-et out before he is able 
to s1. itch the tail fight off. That rc'l'ulation 
has been passed, but thoro has been some 
dela~- in bringing it into force for this 
reason: \V rapped up with the question of 
!he tail lig-ht is the question of the licensing 
of car<J, '" hich is controlled by another 
department. The number plate is issued by 
the lHain Roads Con1n1_ission. I could enforce 
the new provisions regarding the tail light, 
because it ,,-ill only be nec"''a!'Y to givo duo 
'' arning to motorists to see that their tail 
lights arc adjurctcd in accordance ;,vith regula­
tions. and then those found infringing the 
rrgulation can be dcvJt \vith by the police. 
I do not wunt to inflict on the public thr, 
exp<'nso of proDuring somf' ~ight f"r son1n 
plate, and then find that another department 
ha' prescribed a plate of a dilferent 
character. That would moan ,~oublo expense 
to the motorist. The ;\clain Roads Commis­
,]on is to-da~~· ondl'aYouring to eYolve a pluto 
that ,vill meet the requirements of my 
regulation and fit in with th' ideas it holds. 
and that will help it in the collection of 
reveEue. PerRonally, I believe there are 
many people in this city dodging motor 
lic,•n,,cs, and thcv will continue to do so 
while the present" slipshod methods go on. 
You cannot ex[lect anything else. Person­
ally, I believe, and I am supported by many 
of my ofl\rer,, that a double number plate 
should bo issued bv the Main Roads Commis­
sion. That is to" say, a "-hi to and black 
number pla!c on·' year and a black and 
white ono the next year. I bccve had a 
demonstration of such plates. 

Hon. \V. H. B.\P.XES: What about a red 
plate? 

The HOME SI':ORETARY: Red would be 
an excellent colour. (Laughter.) 

1\h. HAKLO'-i: It is certainly a compiruous 
colour. 

'I'hc HOME SECRETARY: I hope that a 
blue plate -,,-ill never be adopted, because 
that colour will make everyone feel despon­
dent. (Laughter.) 

:Mr. TAYLOR: Have vou considered a scheme 
under which all liceilso" will expire on the 
31st December? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That would 
facilitate matters for the police, but the 
l\Jain Roads Commission stai·cs that it would 
not be possible with the facilities at its dis­
posal to give effect to thu suggestion. Speak. 
ing from the point of view of the traffic 
police-! do not kr.ow anythiEP,' of the pro­
blems of the J'vhin Roads Commission-! 
belic·ve that. if the scheme were adopted 
whcrdw a black and white number plate 
was m~d one year, and a white and black 
the following year-these are the most visible 
colours at a 'distance-it would be an eas:!: 
matt.f'r at the beginning of Aach year to 
discover whether a motorist had been tD the 
office of the Main Hoads Commission at the 
beginning of the year and renewed his 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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l iccnse. The traffic police would thu · be 
Letter able to control motor traflic. 

~1cntion has been made of the report of 
the Co:l!rnissioncr of Public I-Icalth, and of 
'be birth and deuth rates mention<<!' therein. 
11 on. uwn1bcrs must recognise t.hat the lo'\V 
birth r~to is a n~tural coro1larv of the 
LighCl' death rate. The report o'f Dr. A. 
J effcris Turner, the director of infant wel~ 
fare for Queensland, shows that Queensland 
js registering good progTt~ss in relation to its 
child welfare work. In New Zealand most 
(jf the deaths of infants occur in the \v-intci· 
months, and are due to bronchial and pul­
lHOl,ary infections. On the othe1· hand, in 
'~ue('nsland the rnortality is grc:-tter in sum­
Ller duo to dic.rrhmal infections. Tho work 
nf the baby clinir· has been vcr.'l successfuL 
T n councction with the 20.000 births ·which 
took pla.ce last year, the clinin were visited 
l.ty 6,000 mothers. Con~idering the ohort time 
the \York has been in prngre~s, tlnt is an 
excellent record. Thr· Eyst.e1n is being insti­
tuted in Rockharr1pton and 11o-~~,-11::;yi1Jc, and 
it is hoped to provide clinic nurses with 
small motor c:1rs to fncilitat.e their Yi iting 
a greater nuinber of cases. Tho figures for 
Bri:+a:le show that diro(;t results are being 
obtained. Tako sun1n1cr di .. rrhma. fro1n 
"-hich unforhnatelv thidv infaut died in 
Ho2kha ~1ptc1 last year. _i;_~ si;niflcant f: 2,ture 
of the ·n-ork of the b.:tbv clinic i._; eo !tained in 
the report of the loei'l mcdic'""l or:~ccr, who 
states that nvt ono of ihe t:lirty deaths 
registered \Vas in rc:spcct of a Ci!SC which ha-cl 
bc0n brought to the ciinic for advic2. On 
eY817 occ:tsion on wbich a baby was bronght 
to the clinic and the rnother \Vrrs advis0d to 
seek n1cdical ad--rice imnuxlintc:l~., r:.o dce,th 
rc~ultcd. 

The- hon. rnc1YJ1J: . .x for Qucenton read into 
1 he report of the Co1.nnissio~ncr of Public 
llcal!h the failure of the heclth department 
of the Bri,bane City Council. J do not want 
that to go unchalfenged, because I believe 
that the council is embarking upon a schem" 
of hc·alth \York that will hn.Yo ::_:ood 1:esults. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The I--10::\IE SECRETAR-Y: I belicYo the 
council is tackling the true functions of local 
authority health work in a rnatmer that must 
reflect itself in benefit to the whole com­
munitv. Prior to the advent cf the Greater 
Brisbane Council, many of tho local authori­
ties had no inspectorial 'vork oxcc:pt that 
which was done spas1nodically by the Govern­
ll~eut He-'· lth Department. The council's 
schcrnc is a cornprchensive one, \vhich will 
take sorno tin1c to finalise ; b._1t I believe 
that once that stage is reached it \vill be a 
nl{'Jt profitable ·work fror:n the point of view 
of the ratepa.ycr?. 

The CHAIR::11AN: It appears to mo to 
be almost impc-ssiblo to allow each of these 
votes to be di-cuss-od on its merits. Conse­
quently I intend on the vote for "Chief 
Office " to allow the \vidcst possible discus­
sion without nre~uclice to anv other vote 
appearing in --thO' Estimates Of th.::. Ho1no 
Depa.rtrne~1t; and then hon. 111ombcrs will 
be confined to the strictest n.)lc1. anry of all 
votes foilowing that for t 11c Chief Office. 
This i~ r~in1ply a trial, and it depends on the 
amount of latitude taken by hon. n1en1bors 
a" to 'du~thcr the experinv;-nt is co:.'ltinued 
''ith respc~t to other departrnente. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toou:on!J): I listenc,d 
'vith interest to the reply of the I-Iorno Secre­
tary to the statement I r:uade la t night i11 
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reference to the pollution cf the Bri,,bane 
Rive!', It is of such great in1portancc that l 
cerb:dn1y n1ake no apology for bringing jt 
under the notice of the hon. gcntlm11an. The 
hon. gcntlonu:n says th~t the J\1etrr~olitan 
\\~"at er Supply and Sewerage Board ~::. con­
sidering this scheme, and he hop·:·~ that before 
ver;: long some desirable solution \rill be 
arriveu nt. This is a matt<:r that brooks no 
delay. Vlc haYo the reports of the responsible 
ofiicers of the department, and the Commis­
sioner for Public Health stat,-- that a con­
dition does exist there th1t is a discredit to 
the co1nn1unitv. lie states that the strearn is 
polluted. I ;m not foolish cnmwh to think 
that this state of thing;, can be rcn1cdic:d in 
a nJinutc, but we E1ust not forget that it has 
been going on for some tir:.te, and the .cri­
dcnce subrr1ittcd vvarrants th{~ staterncnt .. tn-~do 
in the public prf>'3 and my bringii!g. the 
matter before tho Cham bor. 

The hon. rnomber £or QLl8C .. ton drllw nttcn­
tion to the Greater Brisbane Coun( il and its 
lack of attention to health rnattors. In reply. 
the Iior,lo Serrata rv stated that tf<2 cor;.ditiml 
of things that obiained now a1nongst lvcal 
authorities did uot obtain fcn11Crlv. As an 
old local authority rnan I n <nt th1.t. l sa_v 
n!~~loubtc-~ly that _the. ilrisb<.t ~c ~ity ( -~YL~lc~l, 
pnol· to tnc ctLlshtutlon of tnc Grca+ 'r 1_11'1_­
banr CounciL had ~ts health of!iccr~, 1:d1o \1, ;_,re· 
subjt~ct to the Comn1issiCI)Cr for Pu.bli.,; 
lie• llth. "\vho, it they had P-ot don their duty, 
\',ould havf~ been dealt \vith Ly th~.t f;'('i:tL·­
man, and, if they b3d. b0en g-uilty of break­
if':': any of the la"., bt? mu t h:', L. ''l v:.ll•t­
ing in his duty if th 'V \verc 1!0t •• tnv '"'llcd 
un.n Thov wPre not "to-...-;;eJlC't: un.') :::) that 
dlspose:3 (;f that argu.rncnt of 'thL :Ho1ne 
Sc.-.;retP r ~,7 • 

I Y', ant to dra attention to OH~ ':riouQ, 
po,,itlon ;vc lL' vc urriv.ed at in Brisbut~ and 
cut.-,ide districts in L'Dnncction with 1nott r 
transport. EYcry year aUcntion hus been 
dra-.,yn to nwtor cYdi~ts, with no siLnce1s on 
their machines, being allowed to race about 
our streets and otttside districts like a lot of 
\Yild men. both early jn the morning and late 
at night; r:.nd the~ n1inistcr has pronlised 
t~1IJt snn1cthing w·ill be ·done i:a the IIl£.,ttcr. 
Ilere "\VC ar-e in another session, and nothing­
has 70Y been done. Undoubtedly the way in 
,,,hic)l son1c of tbrse voung 1nci1 nu._, about 
on their motor cycles is "a men .cc to th" 
conununity. 

The Sr-'J:~C:TARY FOR LAl..o~~R AKD I:--.:Dr-~_TRY: 
You cannot sil>:1cc then1 \vhcn :YC'"Ll car_ 'Jt get 
bold cf them. 

l\Ir. :;\I..c-\.:--.::.~\VELL: No. I .an1 not bla1ning 
the police bccau e I rcalico that it would he 
DCC(:S:-:J··v 'to have a trt•1nend0us num.bcr of 
police id order to catch these individuals. So 
far as ray cJ.retorate is conccrr:'2d, the poli~e 
aro do1ng their \Vork "\Yell, but thcr; is an 
insufil.cicnt nun1bcr to secure the nee -;,sary 
prosecution<. The police are an Ul.tn~<~t bodv 
of men, courteous and obliging. doing the:i~~ 
work well, 

ThPro is another point I IYish to rcL. r to, 
and that is the absolute dangc:r Df the ::carch­
lights oa 1notor C'ars, as the -hon. rnc;11bcr for 
~iur!·umba c11le-d then1 during the ·cl, bc.d. _; las'". 
night. I have been in a motor car on yarious 
or.-,:~.~ions, nnd it has been a grcnt "\VoEdcr to 
1no that !-301110 serious 3-ccidcmt has not hap­
pened. I venture to say that sut'h an rc}d-ent 
,,-ill happen sooner or later. 
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I hnxe known occasions going along the 
River road from Toowong when the lights 
have bcc.n w glaring that it has been an 
impossibility for the man in whose car I 
have btvn travelling to see ''"hei·c he 'vas 
going. Something should be done for the 
proteetion of the public in connection with 
the dimming of lights; and I hope th<• 
Com1nissioncr of Police v~·ill i~-,ue ~ome 
ine.tructions to provide for tho safety of tho 
public, who have some rights in this mattcl'. 
Our rrtOtor car pl'OPl'ictors ha v0 sonic right.'3 ; 
but there a!'<' some people <Yho walk aboc't 
oar streets who seem to think thcv own the 
struts, jtbt like Eorne of th0 :fnotor car 
propricto1·s do, ''vhich is not fair. If steps 
et re taken in the Y; ay I ha Ye indica red~ 
serious accidents rnay be avoided. 

The pu,,h bike may not appear to be of 
serious accou-1t, but it also is a rnen<u rn 
iLe streets, rs some of the ID~'c-hiFcs han_.. no 
hdls on thcrn. 

~lr. B DFORD: Son1o of the 111otor trucks 
lnv- not g·Jt horns. 11 he Inotor trut~,::~ ;',ro 
the f{reat .t tbn:rcr of tho IoL 

:\fr. -:\L\XWELL: I agree with the hon. 
UlUYlLer. The other day I \Ya 3 standiJJg on 
the korLint.r at tho corner of Ed,,··rt!·d aLd 
.\rJL 1 aidG :::i{·n~t·a when I had an" rrow cc··-tpe 
f: ern b?in.; run do\Yl1 by a pu·,!l bil~e. and 
il- 0 usu.· 1 ~~lFtralian term of ondcanucnt was 
giYcn to 111• by the pcr::o..:.l \·l10 \'\as ridine, 
t~ ' bike. Th ~8 pcrsGns should be p:t:::i;;;hod 
if th ... 'y ha YC L_ot got a bell on the n1achinc. 
They to bo runr;ing the roads i_,n t~e 
n1• ah:a. anu, unlr son.-J d.rast c-
tr·_.-,L:ncnt rt Drtcd to, we rl1 dl ha Ye EOlrl< 

Ycry ~ ':-rious accidents. 

I \01L:?':r- ::_llate the police on the exccH~?ld: 
work they are doing with the nurEJJ~ :_· of 
ITlClt a( ailabtf'. I undcrstr oc~ th ~ llon1e 
Secretary to 'ay th~,"t it T,~_~a~ impo···~ibk to 
do any better vvith the number of 1ncn at 
hi3 dlspo-: d, and that thti"e Wt1 S rt big 
re::;ponsibility re~ting upon the ciYilian. I have 
waited sometimes on the footpat.h to cro s 
tho strc,,t expecting to see people knocked 
do-~-n by 1notor trucks. It is nect ,"',ar:v that 
th· '·C individuals should be told that it is 
time to stop. that they do not run the 
rurth, gnd that other citizens have rights just 
as well as they have. 

Mr. WHIGHT (Bulimba): I ha,-r b cu 
'·-'ry :much interested in tho dPbate :n con­
n0ction with traffic proble>ns. I am one of 
those who up to a very short time G go had 
100 p_r cent. s:.-mpathy for tho pccces­
trian, but recently my opinion has been 
f:omcwlnt cli-..;idrd. I have HO\V [·" car, 
and, as a result of l-"1Y cxpcri -nee in 
driving through the nu~tropohtan. arc , 
Ill.\' syrnpathies have bccon1c so1ne> hat 
mixed. 'Whilst I still retain a fair percentage 
of sympathy for the pedestria.n, Borne of my 
Pympathy C('rtainly goes out to\Yards the 
motor driver. Tho hon. mcmbnr for Oxley 
lnst. night struck a good note in connection 
'-\'ith the " jav walking" which t'1kcs plac0 
in the citv o(Brisbanc to-day. Am-on~ who 
Iws been· in the capital cities in the South 
ycill know that tho traffic authorities there 
haYe taken fairly drastic action in connection 
with this " jay-walking" pmblem. There 
is no doubt that the m' ,;suros which 
have been taken in Melbourne <tnd Adelaide 
have added to the security of pedestrians very 
considembly, and that without any serious 
inconvenience either to pedestrians or to 
motor or other forms of transport. If the 

traffic officers gu YC consideration to the 
excellent methods which have been adopted 

in the Southern citie -, they 
[11.30 a.m.] would do much to remove "jay­

walking" jn our principal streets, 
and therebc remove a good many of the 
dangers ·which confront our pedestrians. 

Severa..l hon. men1bers have made reftTencc 
to the dangerous corner leading to Stanley 
street in South Brisbane. There is no doubt 
that there is a consi'derable dangf r to poclcs­
triam there, and my suggestion woulrl bo tl• tt 
the traffic authorities should coo,,icJ.-r the 
question of moving the trannvJ.y -rupping 
place. At present trams stop just round the 
corner in a position w,hich hardly g--~yes to 
motorists or other drivers of vohicula~· traffic 
a clear Yicw of the street. If the stop \Verc 
moved a few yards further 'long Shnh'.Y 
sh-oct, I think the difficulties ::ould be 
relieved to a large extent. 

Mention has also been made of tail lights 
on motor cars. Personally I find no incon­
vcniencq in baving to get out of the en and 
switch on my tail light at the back. bnt I 
vvould suggest in this connection the nl·oyislon 
of n, tcJl~tale lig-ht on the dash hoard ._:near dw 
ignitio11 switch, to be operated 1n· thr: sa.tne 
,witch as the tail light, so that 'the driver 
v;ould know at once bv the fact t~-13 t tlw li -.lr!­
in the front of the car \VUS not hucling) tha.t 
his tall light also \Vas out. I h 1vc thi3 in 
n1y own '-FH', and, a,ltho~10h I h.tYc to g-_c out. 
to s-.citch on my tail lig.ht in : ccordaJ:cc IYith 
the rcgnlations, the same oper:- t: o·1 lJ --;'hts th:: 
little light near iho ignition s;,vit.c:,_ antornatic­
ally a.t the s:.,·1e time, and acts !U a tcll-ble 
agr.,inst rny tail light. 

Anotl1E:r n1atter to \vhich sc1·iou3 c;J~!.3idr·ra­
tion ought to bo given is the qncjricn of 
glaring- hce,dlights. If there is one thing 
which reqnires attention in eo: ncction >Yith 
motor accidents. it is this. Gl:::tin(T ht _,_ell" ..!.·h·) 
are Hot necessary. ~~ 

l\Ir. BR.\XD: That is all right in the city. 

:\Ir. \YIUGHT: They arc a continual 
dn:ngcr not only to pedestria.ns but also to 
'ny other traffic on !he roe, d. I feel .sure 
that the hon. member for Quconton and the 
hon. membo!· for Kcnncdy, who drive home 
nightly with me, will agree that whenever we 
meet glaring headlights it is almost impos­
sible for the driver of the ear to sec h's road 
ahead. The effect of approRching ;;laring· 
headlights is to throw a dark shadow over 
the track in front of you, and not until the 
other car. has met and passed you do you get. 
a clcctr v1ew of the road ahead. In fa.ct. if 
you are at all careful and consider the Rafct:' 
of yourself and those with vou it is alwa•. s 
nccLc-ssary to slow down, par"ticularly on ally 
roarl outside tho citv where there arc no over-
head lights. ' 

Another maiter affecting traffic problems 
to which some attention has been giycn is the 
spl'ed of motor cars. I refer :more.; particu­
larly to outside dietrictc, and not to the areas 
in clc .. e proximity to the city. There is a 
tren1cndous an1()Unt of traffic 11ightl v on the 
road from Brisbane to Sandgate and on the 
road from Brisbane to Wynnnm ~nd ::'iianly­
two very good roade. I am continually on 
the Bric·bane to Manly road, and am quite 
sure of n1y facts. It is quite a cornmon ocC'ur­
rence t? encounter c::t.rs travelling alo11g thi8 
rorrd nrghtly at a rate of frnm 30 rniies to 
40 miles per hour and even at a highei· rate 
of speed. They are a constant wony, and 
give the careful driver on either of the,e 

J!r. 1Yright. J 
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roads a 1nost anxious ti1nc. Thc~o " speed 
hogs " ehould be severely dealt with. Per­
sonally I would abolish the glaring hea.dlig.ht; 
altogether, because I deem them to bo 
Ul1necessary. 

Jl.1r. BRAND: They are necessary m the 
country. 

;\lr. WRIGHT: I do not think there is the 
slightest need for them within the Brisbane 
City Council area, and even in the country 
I do not think there is the necessity for the 
«trong rnys of light that are omitted by some 
cars. 

1\lr. JfARRELL : I would like to tnke you over 
some of the roads outside the metropolitan 
area. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I have driven my little 'bus 
ovo1· some of the roughest roads that I have 
seen anywhere in Australia. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: You do nof Know what bad 
roads are if you say that the prewnt head­
lights are not needed. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: I have been over some verv 
bad roads, and I fail to see that glaring head­
lights are necessary, bad as the roads may 
be. There is no nccec-sity for a brilliant light 
which has a blinding· effect on appmuching 
motorists. 

Mr. CoRSER: Drive from her0 to Gyrnpie 
at night. 

1\:Ir. BRAND: After 2 inches of rain. 

2:\fr. WRIGHT: 'The ;yrinister and other 
hon. members 1tave referred to the control of 
the health of the community which is ex< r­
aised by the Brisbane City Council. The 
Minister eulogised the work that has been 
done by the council in that connection; but 
my experience of the Brisbane City Counc1l 
in its control of the health of the community 
has not been such as wouJ.d permit me 
honestly to eulogise it this moming. There 
existed in my electorate a very glaring nui­
sance which was given some prorninence for 
some months by means of agitation b:; myself 
and by Alderman Harrison, the alderman for 
the area., who drew att6ntion to ihe matter 
at council meetings. I approached the Com­
missioner of Public Health, and the agita­
tion in connection with this rotten nuisance 
existing in a very nice locality in the Bulim ba 
electorate continued for some months. It was 
not until the " Truth" newspaper devoted a 
full front page and quite a number of photo­
graphs to this nuisance-this so-called paper 
manufacturing industry-that the Brisbane 
City Council officen eventually saw fit to take 
action. I strongly resent the delay on the 
part of any Health Department, whether con­
trolled by the Government or by the Brisbane 
City Council, because health is a matter of 
supreme importance to the community. This 
particular individual was living in out­
rageous, evil, dirty conditions amongst filthy 
matter right alongside quite "" number of very 
decent residences, and his undertaking con­
stituted a menace to the neighbourhood b,7 

way of fire. His bnsiness was the collec­
tion of used or waste paper horn the city, 
packing the paper that might be useful, and 
selling it to the various confectionery houses 
in the city for the wrapping of lollies. T.his 
matter was brought under the notice of the 
Health Department by myself. The paper 
that was not used was simply stacked in a 
heap alongside his camp and burnt; but on 
two different oooasions the fire station in rny 
district had to answer calis in connection with 
the ignition of the fences of neighbours. This 

[M1·. Wright. 

went on for four or five months before anv 
definite action "as taken by the Briebane 

City Council. There need have been no delay. 
I submit that the City Council had full 
authority under its ordinances to clear up that 
moss without any delay whatever. Conse­
quently, I cannot associate myself with the 
Home Secretary's eulogy of the operations of 
the City Council's health department. I hope, 
at any rate, that its methods '··ill Le qnickor 
and more efficient for the future. 

The HO:liE SECRETARY : You must remember 
that the scheme has been in operation for a 
short period only, and it takes time to 
operate properly. 

I\Ir. WRIGHT: I do 11ot know that that 
affe-·ts the matter, because a definite com­
plaint, supported by photographs and a ncws­
p::tper article, was brought under their notice 
before they acted in respect to this flea-ridden 
bag hut, where indecencies occurred to the 
annoyance of lH)ighbours. I do not know 
whether it v.Tas necessary for the schcrne to 
be in full operation before they took action. 

I dc.:;ire, also, to make so1nc rcfer·B.i>Cf' to 
fire brigade matters. Quit0 a nu1nbcr of 
hon. members-porticularly representatiyes of 
rnetropolitan constituencies-arc int,..rc.ste·d in 
th0se matters. As ono of the representative~ 
of the Government on the Finl Brigades 
Boardp it is only proper that I should say, 
for the henefrt of hon. members, that th"' 
board has given serious consi.deration to a. 
further extension of the fire di trict of Bri 
bane. particularly in the direction of thP 
Enogg€'ra electorate. Art·ang• rneuts hav1!­
boen made for the extension of the fire dis­
trict to what is known as ::'\o. 1 ward of the 
shire of Enoggcra. Provision has been n1acl<0 
in this >ear's estimates for the establishment 
in that ward of a fire brigade station, 
together with the necessary men and equip­
ment. The hon. member for Enoggera can 
assure the people in that district that every­
thing possible is being done to satisfy their 
request. \Ve receive a good man:;- rcqucst:-1 
from various associations in the metropolitan 
districts asking us to extend the boundaries 
of the fire ·district. These arc always investi­
gated by the members of the beard, who 
also ask for and obtain a report by the chief 
officer. In rnanv cases we find little or no 
justification for the extension of the district. 
and that such an extension would onlv result 
in greater charges on the local auihmities 
and the insurance companies concern,?d, with­
out securing any adequate benefit in return. 

I also de,ire to stress carelessness in the 
use of petrol shown by somo people who 
ought to know better. Last year the fire 
brigade had several serious fires ro -ulting 
from downright carolessn"'s in handling 
petrol. A short time ago we had an instance 
of a man associated with the petrol trade 
emptying petrol at night from a large con­
tainer into an open vessel by the aid of a 
hurricane lamp. Of course, the most natural 
thing happened-an explosion and a fairly 
serious fire followed. How that man managed 
to escape being blown. to smither-eens I do 
not know. 'Iherc have been several cases of 
men carelessly handling petrol and serious 
fires resulting. Some househol-ders are also 
very careless in handling petrol, and the fire 
brigade has had quite a number of calls to 
suppress fires caused through petrol used for 
cleaning purposes in the househol-d being 
placed too close to a naked light. I mention 
these matters this morning so that the publio 
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may be informed, through "Hansard '' and 
the press, of the serious consequence· atten­
dant upon . the cawlm•s. handling of pf'trol. 
The fire bngade authorities wi•h to impress 
upon all ust;rs of petrol that they c.n do 
much to ass1st to prevent outbreab of fil"c 
by. the c:,treful handling of a commoditY 
Which might be COnsidered CYCJ1 more 
dangerous than dynamite. 

Ho!!· J. G. APFEL: What about Jwrsons 
smokmg near petrol bowsers '? 

::Ylr .. iVRIGHT: That also is dangerous. 
In quite a number of the garage•. in th·, 
c1ty, not only those associated .,, ith th2 
?·arage but als? ':isitors may be seen sn1oking 
1n clos0 pr~xnnrty. to places where petrol 
u stored. There 1s a general carelc,sness 
on the part of the public in the haudliL'S 
of th1s _most useful and beneficial, but, "t the 
~~<Hne tune, n1ost Jangcrous con1mo<.lity. 

lioN .. W. H. BARNES (JVy,•num): The 
d1s::;uss1cn _:;o fa_r has been particularly jnter­
f•shng. 1 th1nk the Hoinc Sccrt:tarv 1s 
perf~c!l:v correct when ho sJys thnt" the 
)Jrons1on that is made during the bu~y 
hours m Sn nlc7 street, near Yictoria Bridge 
L3 :·cry inadequate: T1\TO policcrnen a1:~ 
statiOned there durmg the busy hours, ono 
t.o con~,1:ol the hcayy traffic at one side of 
the bndgP and the other to look after the 
motor. traffic on the other side. From daily 
expcnencc I am conv!nced that, dc';pitc thP 
~-~rt· g_n __ tt care that. 1s .-:_hown by the police 
·'· L1orihc", the cros,mg IS a most dcmg-erous 
one, for which some remedy would he "~c]­
com('. It appear·. to me that a good thinrr 
>~ould be to compel the pede,triau traffic t~' 
:ross on the nght-ha11d side of the bridt;o 
.md get to tlk new bmldmg m M0lbourno 
:-treet bc·fo_re getting jnto the ~trcPt J:U11ning 
parallel With Stanlcy street. That is what 
I do myself, and I find it a :tfc wa of 
cro"ing._ I commend the su!'gco.tion' for 
application to .. those tn:.vclling by rail, 
~lthonp;h I realise that people travelling by 
rrom m the d1rect10n of East Brisbane maY 
not find it the most suibblc wav. ThO:t. 
crossin_g is not the only dang,JroUs one -in 
the c1ty, b.·cause at the int rscction of 
Alb· rt and Ann streets there is room for 
imrHovcmcr!t. \YhiLst a " cop " i3 provided 
1h0re it is not sufficient to pwYid" dire>ction 
toe all the traffiC') seeing that traffic turnin~ 
1nto Rmna street or con1i11g }nto Gcorgc 
street cctn:not go round that "'COl>.'' At 
ccrtain hours of the day there io a policeman 
there. I rooe more particul..rl, to :<lv that 
that is ono of the plac;_,, \'Jhere. a poli~Clll8ll 
should be stationed in the busy tim• ' in th' 
n1orning nnd late in the afternoon. Occa­
sionally there is a policeman there, but not 
pern1anently, and I venture to sa",y that it 
is one of the most dangerous corners in the 

·~· . \Vith reference to the pollution of the Bris-
bane River by the sewage discharged into it 
at Luggage Point, I fancy that the Minister 
"·ill fmd, if he looks up the Metropolitan 
\Yater and Sewerag-e Act, that the original 
Bill made it imperative that certain treat­
ment work, were to be erected at the point 
of discharge. 

The HO}lE SECRETARY: The area is there 
but nothing ha, been done. ' 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The area is there 
right enough, but the treatment works haYe 
not been carried out. That is whore the 
trouJ-,le is. At tho time it was suggested 
that certain things should be done a 

medical man--now deceased, so I am not 
going to give his namc---\;d1o was n1uch 
e·teemed, thought that an awful mistake 
was made by the \Yatcr Supply and S.-wer­
~~e Board in not having thr sewage durnned 
Into tho river at 'lictor:ia. Bridge. lie Said 
it ,,~ould cost much less. 

The SEcnT.IRY FOR PrBLlC' \Yom's: Who 
'aid that? 

IIm;, W. H. BAR~JES: ~\ medical mun 
who is now dcccasul. and I do not think it 
right that I should giYe his name. This 
mcdicrt! m1n came to me~I dare sav the 
h0n. member for _\lhert will remcmbm·::_rmtl 
said, ""You are a. business JHHn, ~re you 
LOt? :'\o,v, if you are able to do smnc­
thing for £100,000 that will oth< rwise cost 
£500~?(0, \\h<;tt 'v,o~ld yo~ do as a business 
l1Uln: I sa1d. · 'I hen' 1s on1v one ans\ver. 
I would spend the £100,000 .. " Then he 
followed it up by saying, ''Then dump your 
rl'fnso lll tho l'll·er at the bridoe." \Vhen it 
was propo~·ul to di•,charge th'e sewage into 
the riY9r nearer the city than the present 
po1nt of chsC'hargc, 1\Ir .. Cullen, the Engineer 
fo;· the Harbours and R1vers had e. serie·, of 
float• drifting !n the riYcr td find '"here they 
went, and qwte a number of them went 
to the Sandgate lJench and quite a nutnbcr 
to the \Yynnurn beach. That is one rea•,on 
···hy the GoYcrnmcnt of which I was a mem­
ber insisted on having treatment works con­
srructcd immediately in the yicinitv of the 
point of discharge. When the Minister tell& 
us thtit nothing has been done, I ctm only 
say that. I arn very much surprised indeed, 
because rt SC'('rl1S to me that it is .-ita! in a 
growing city like ours. 

At 11.53 a.m., 

Mr. MA,X\YELL (1'ooJcunu), one of tho 
ll",11el of 'ltmporarv Chairmen relieve<! the 
Chn:i1·1nan in ihf' cl-lair. ' 

HoN. ·w. I-1. B\RNES: I raise the point, 
as I am deeply mterested in the question, 
and the ho!'· n1ember fo~ Sandgate is deeply 
Interested 111 1~, too. 1\_o one know.s. except 
thme who are m _the hab1t of frcquentmg the 
heachc". how Wynnum, particular!:·, and 
~andgate are growing; and it is most 
Imperative from a health point oi view to 
S'C that "·hatevcr is necessary is immediately 
earned out by the Metropolitan iYatel' 
Supply and Sewe1'ag·e Board. I am surprised 
to hear that appo.rentlv nothino- ha.s been 
done in that direction. 'I am as,;'uming that 
~,, h!1t the :;).linistm· has said is cmTcct. ·I 
do not want to charge the J\Ietrop ~litan 
\Vater Supply and Sccworage Board with 
nc!l"l:oct of duty, but I undNstood the 
!'rluu~te~~ to say that nothing had been done .. 
If notlung has been done, it is a disgrace to 
those concerned. It was one of the first 
thing-s that should havce been tackled when 
the sewerage scheme came into operatioH. 

I n1ay ;::n,y, in anticipation of \\hat is goiu~~ 
to follow, that the officers of the dt!pa rtrm · t, 
whe~1 approachec~, hav<; bc:ea most sympa­
thetic and have rmmedratelv taken stcns to· 
dl'al with matters. I emphasioe that point. 
bccallSC I do not v, ant to 1na.l:o a ~.tatctnent 
which would in1plicate in au=,- "W::ty thC' offiecrR 
cf tho department who h::Yc 1he contrcJ1 of 
operation~. A returned rnan. a rc-::iclcnt of 
\V ynnurn, can1e to me about ten days a2'o. 
He :~aiel that he had been to the i10spital 
authorities a "eek before, and theo:· ha cl 
made an X-ray examination of him. \Yheu 
he went back a week later they told him 

Hon. 1V. H. Ban~es.] 
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that he -..yas sufftring frOIYi tuherculo:~is. I-Io 
asked them for some nv~dicine, but thev 
snid. " \Ye can1rot consider ycu bec~.u-se yoi1 
are a returned man. You n1ust go traight 
to the' military authorities, who will prob­
ably give you 111edicine anJ treat vou." I 
may sa:c that this man had previot!slv be0n 
di"·harged in good health. Whw he went 
t•J thi_• military authoritie", th,·y irnmcdiately 
s,Lid. " \V e cannot take you on, bec;,,use \YC 

d1all then be responsible for ~,·ou; you :mu~t 
9-:0 La:~;: to the hospital.)' 1-Iero vY _, the 
poor unfortunate fcllovi driven about b~t\Yc.=n 
tl.te hospital aHd th0 repatriation authorities, 
so he· cmne to n1e. I said, ·· This is one of 
the ca~cs vvhich n1ust be aticY!.d~d to. l\Iect 
rnc at the Horne Dcvart1nent..'' And it -..yas 
there that I re~elved the n1c:·~ s:pnp~thetic 
trPanw·Dt. ·when I met him there. he eaid-­
and nl! honour to the Red Cross Society­
•. I did not know what to do until I met 
you at the time appointed. and I went to 
lhe Red Gross Society, a10d they said '\Ye 
"\vill takt~ vou in.'" lie did not \Yant n1:' to 
go to the .. Ho1ne Offic·:~ to see 1\Ir. Chutor. 
I said, " You nnlSt go; your ca:;e 1na:· be 
only typical of others." \Yhen I n1ade rcpre~ 
Bent.ations to 11r. Uhuter, he said, "rrh~s 
cannot be nllm,-ed to continue." He asked 
;dw was the doctor, but I did not know. 
}iC>re ·was this unfortunate n1an in thi·, coun~ 
tt_\T of ours, w·h-ich is ~tlpposed to bo 
synqHttlwtic to t.he 1nan who is \Yeak and 
afflicted. drifting from pillar to post, and 
basing to co1ne to a n1en1lJ:.: 1· of Pnrlian1cnt 
to g£'t r,.-dns3. I do not lG!O ,,-ho the 
doe tor ·-wa3, and, i£ my statcnH•nt ln.s been 
\·~·ri[iecl aft:::-r inquiry, ·that doctor ought to 
br ln·ought up with a round turn, b:..('ause 
uwdicine ought to be a\·ailab1e for a1·1y 
nw:-1 -who requirf'·· it. 

I httY0 another case which h:ts also to do 
wjth a. \Vynnum resident. A request I\ as 
n1ado for an inquiry, and iho rcqu.cd \Va:; 
,,;illiugly granted by the Justiec Department. 
A child w·as ordered awav froin \Yvnnur~l 
to the Children's Hospital. The· child 
rf r0iYrd every att~ntion and care there; but, 
after it was there for some time, it was 
saiJ to hayc developed son1e infectious 
ciisc..L:k', and was put into th} inf8ctious 
-discas· hospital without the parents being 
advi~,Jd. The fipt message they got 1,\'as 
to sav. '' C'orne at once~ vour child i3 at the 
infcri:ious hospital. and Is dying.'' 1,\~hil"t 
Hw attention at tho Children's Hospital i, 
usually perfect, it is the duty of every 
1ncrnb0r of Parlianwnt \vho finds that tl:"~ 
'·cc.k in the comn1uuity arc rot being· giYcn 
proper trentinent to call uti.. ntio~ to it. 
\Vhr- n the parents got to the 1nfcchou hos­
pital, they found the child was expoe< d in 
the open and that there wc·rl' other httk 
children there, one or two of them l~ving­
i11 cxercia with no one to ntt,~nd to thcn1. 
I understand that an inquirv is to be hclcl 
in rcCYnrd to that. The p:L~·ents re going 

~ to attend that inquiry. 'rhcv 
[12 ~ ·JO'"'] say, "V-lo hav~ burie.d our child, 

but we want, If po::-s1bl0, to save 
•omeboclv else's child." If there is any 
looscnes;: I hope that it will be remcdi:ecl. 
whoever is responsible. J\fy own imp re -;;Ion 
j.;; that sufficient attention was not given at 
the in£."':tious diseases hospital to the children 
',, ho '.<-ere located there. and that they were 
expos0d and allowed to get into a condition 
which is a disgrace to the communih" and 
to those who have anything to do with it; 
and I hope that anybody who is re·ponsible 
·will be brought to book. 

[Hon. W. II. Barncs. 

I am interested in the lazaret. I quite 
recognise what is being- dono for those who, 
unfortunately, are suffering- from leprosy. l 
all sorry to see from the report on this insti­
tution that one of the inmates who hac] beeu 
a""~;va.y for over bYo years had to be sent back 
beeaus·e he had again developed the disease. 
·will the Home Secretary inform us \vhcther 
anything· has been done in the direction of 
providing \Yireless for the in1natcs '? 

The HO}lE SECRE'LlRY: They pyefor their 
O\Vll wireless sets. 

HoK. \V. H. BARNES: ~Are the; allowed 
to have individual sets'! · 

The HOJliE SECRETARY: Y eo; we give them 
to them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I can only say that 
the hon. gcntl,eman is to bo congratulated 
upon having done_ that, because thet·c is no 
question that these pcirsons aro prisoners­
they imagine, too, that everyone is up against 
them-and it is eswntial that thev should be' 
provided with everything po;;ible to n,.tke 
their lives happy. 1 can rF11cn1bcr that the 
hO'n. memuer for Albert, who \1 clS O!lf of th'-' 
n1ost syn1pathotic of IIo1ne S-ecretari~s, evon 
sent a dentist down there to give the inrnate~ 
gold teeth. 

lioxouRABLE 1lE:.'!tBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I \vould like to 
ask the Ho1ne Secretary as to what conditionl3 
prevail in connection with the stea1ners "'hi eh 
arc allowed to go to Dun\vich. The st.:1.t0u1ent 
has been made to me-I cannot vouch for it' 
correctness, but I am bound to bring it 
before the Committee-that some of them 
lH1\'·e been so plentifully supplied with spir: '" 
that oil tho way down and on the way back 
a large nun1bcr of those on boa1·d v~·orc 
iJOtoxicated. 

The Ho:11E SECRETARY : Do they go m 
GoYcrn1nent boats? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Thev arc saiJ to 
go in Government boats; and)~ if so, I say 
that the thing is htghly improper. Wh ,t 
private people may do on their own boah, 
of course, is their o·~yn business. 

'l'he Ho1m SECRETARY: \Ye have givell 
instructions that, if there is any breach of 
the agreement un<ler which the boat is hired. 
the soci·oty conrcrned will not be allo,Yed to 
charter the stean1er again. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I am glad to hear 
that the Home Secrctar0- is mending his 
i.':ay.-•, and that l1<..:. is not; pern1itting this to 
occur. 

I would ask the hon. gePiieman whether 
ho considers it a fair thing tint the 
in~.·bricuc::: in"'titntlon at Dunwich should bP 
so near the Dunwich Benevolent ABvlum ·: 
Look at the dangers! One sc>.rcely Jii<es to 
touch upon them in dcb.at.e in this Comn1ittee. 
The firet ·dang-er is that you h<tve amongst 
the innu.tes of the inebriates insritution quite 
a numb~r -of young- fellows who arc addicted 
to drink. \Ve all kno'v that v. hen a pe:r~on 
is addicted to drink the drink frequently 
loads to other things. There you have the, .o 
people plunked down amidst our old p•JOple 
at Dunwich, and they are liable to become 
a nuisance. The point I specially desire to 
make is that, being so near to the main 
building, it is almost impossible to keep drink 
away from them when they get there. In 
many cases it semns that conveniences are 
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found for them to get drink in~tca·d of carry­
ing out to the fullest extent the object of 
putting them into a home for inebriates. I 
would like t<> ask the Hol!lc Secretary if he 
has given the matt·cr any thought, and what 
are his intentions in connection with Dun­
wich. I thought th,,t Dunvrich -..\ 'lS a place 
where the aged and infirrn could receive 
special care in the evening of their lives. 
One can readily understand whrrt n, rncnaco 
it must be to then1 to have 11e::n· b,y a number 
o£ people addicte·d to drjnk who rr1ig·ht sornc­
tiines become a nuisance. \Ye kno,·v th~tt it 
is almost impossible, no matter how careful 
the Iiome Secretary might be", to prevent 
drink b,·ing taken down there. It would 
practically be nee(" sary to search every po.i·sou 
\!ho landed at Dunwich. Dri11k is taken by 
1nany people under the in1pr ·ssion thuJ, thl'y 
are ,doing a kindnc:<3 to those concc!.~ncd. 

The question of motor tail lights has bec•n 
reforrctl to bv E-OillC hon. n1em bers. Of 
course, it is in~onv·enicnt for a rnr;n to haYe 
to get out of his car and light his tail light; 
but the fact rcrnains that there a1·e sun1o 
people ·who \vill break the law, and, a3 is the 
caf>e \vith all other laws, the 1nan who will 
do the right thing has to pay ihc p< nalty for 
tho other fellow. There are sorne nlotori<:-;,s 
\vho cannot be too sen"3relv dealt with for 
the \\ av :in whif·h ihcv bn_·[d\: the la\v fron1 
time tO time. If the" dcpartnH~nt consid(~l·s 
it nc~cssary to ha ye the tail Eghts controlled 
jn the way they arc to-day, then ,.-·o H1Ust 

bow to the inevitable, and, ati in oth~r ca~c_·s, 
{:onforn1 to our duty. 

The HOIIlE SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, Jlount ...llorgan): I wijh 10 l'epl}' to th~ 
que,tion raised by the hon. m<>mber fur \Vc n­
nurn in connection with dri11kj11g ou the Lcat 
plying to Dunwich. So far as my knowledge 
goes, on only on:; occasion that the boat wa:-5 
chartered wa.;, there any exccssiyc drinking. 
\Vhen tho rnatter was brought under n1y 
notice, definite instructions ;\"'re giYen to the 
captain and crew that an-.- brc.cch of the 
agreement under which the b-;,t:t was chartered· 
would mean that the offending so,oiety could 
not secure the boat again. 

I quite recognise that Dnnvvich is not a 
suitable place for the care of incbriate3. l 
quc,tion very much whether the policy of 
permitting these people to remain at Dun­
\vich is a \\:ise one, bee a use, if you are merely 
going to treat the inebriates to a sojourn at 
Dunwich to build them up phyoically to 
enabl.e, the1n to come back t? get drunk again 
-wh1cn they usually do-then you aro r.ot 
going to get anywhere with the ,supposed 
reform of these sufferers. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I think the trouble 
is that thoy get drink whilst they re there. 

The HO~lE SECRETARY: Thee gd trcar.­
nlont. The institution I ha-.;c in rnind is one 
where they would be subject to grcc.ter dio~i­
pline than they can be eubjcct to under the 
conditions prevailing to-day. For sonl·e time 
I have been thinking along the lines of an 
institution that will serve that purpose <1nd 
will work in with certain ideas that I ha vc 
in r._gard to prison reform for tho housing of 
men imprisoned for failing to meet payments 
und-er Illaintcnance ordcrs-Inen \vho ai·e not 
criminals in the strict ::<<Jnso of the word 
but are imprisoned because of some domesti~ 
trouble. I am still conferring with officers 
of the departrncnt in an endeavour n1ore 
effectively to solve the problem of dealing 
with th1s class of people 

Mr. CORSER (Burnelt): This vote affords 
an opportunity for discussing the policy of 
the Government in regard to the carrying on 
of our pLiblic hospita.ls. Under the Hospitals 
Act which was recently passed by the Govern­
ment provision is made for the establishment 
of a board to take charge of the administra­
tion of the hospitals in a district created 
under the Act. 'That board was to be consti­
tuted by representatives of the local authori­
ties, contributors to the hospital, and repre­
sentatives of the Government. Vlithout in 
any way ·wishing to say anything against oe 
to refer to the personnel of the representa­
tives of the Government, I am going to s.now 
th&t the outcome of this Act. has mLant in 
many districts the Govermnent control of our 
hospitals, The Centrd Bm-nett Hospital 
Board is composed of nine representatives, 
Five of these are nominees of the Go,·ern­
ment, who wore not elected at a n1ccting of 
the residents, or by the local authorilics. 
Their appointment was suggested by the 
Labour organisation in one centi·e of that 
great ·district. The intcnt.ion of the Govern­
rnent \vas to have thetSe institutlons delno­
cra.tically controlled so that the people coli­
corned would have an opportunity of nominar­
ing or electing a certain number of the repre­
sentatives; but the policy adopted by tLe 
Hon1c Deparhnent falls far short of rhu 
democratic control that the people hoped to 
get when the Act was passed. '\Vhcn the Biil 
was before Parliament the Oppositicm made 
sorr1c very strong representations \VHh rcsrwct 
to son1c aspects of the measuro; but it ncYt·l· 
entered the mind of any hem. mcmb;:r th<1t 
these boards \Yould be constitllted by a 
rnajority of Government notuinccs, in(,.tead of 
by representatives elected by the people con­
corned. It w<>uld not be so bad if the local 
authorities were able to sug~cst the Govern­
ment's nominees, and allo-w the l\finist2r to 
choose from the names selected. v\t,l haYe 
three hospitctls in the Central Bmnett Hos­
pital Board district. One is a.t Gayndah, 
where there is al.so a local authority; one is 
situated at l;1undubbera, where there is also 
a local authority; and one at Bigge•1dPn, 
where there is also a local authority. There 
arc no GoYcrnn1ent representatives fro1n 
cit.l1cr of these t\vo lastnanH:~d areas. The 
five representatiYes of the Goven;ment were 
no1ninated, not by the local authoritic., in the 
centre, Lut by the Labour or:;ani"ation in 
Gayndah. The desire of the electors to con­
trol their interests was flouted. The result is 
that the Govern1nent nominet.,s are in a five to 
foul' majority on that boa.rd. Very strung 
exception was taken to this course of action 
at a public meeting held in Go,yndah, and l 
have l'eceived the following letter in coJmcc­
tion with thr,t meeting:-

* * * * * 
" Attached herewith is a copy of several 

resolutions that were unanirnouflly c 1n·jc,d 
at a well-attended and representative 
meeting· held in Gayndah on S"turcl.•y. 
tho 28th instant. 

" That this meeting of ratepayer·' untcr' 
an emphatic protest against the pr••,·clnt 
constitution of the Central Bunwtt Hos­
pitals Bo<J.rd, and urges the Minister 
responsible to make proviBion for a more 
equita.ble representation." 

There arc four rcpr,~·,entativcs of th; local 
authorities on that board-tv.o from 
Biggcnden and two fron1 1\:Iundubbera. The 
electors of Gayndah han• no repr0sentative,, 
becaU'3C' the Eve Go\·ernment 11orninees 

Mr. Corser.] 
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coming from that centre naturally mc·ant that 
the local authorities in the other two cenh·cs 
\muld co-operate to secure tho election of hvo 
representatives each of the rmnaining four. 
The effect is that the large,t centre has 
no local aHthority representative, and no 
l'Cllrcscntativc of ihc ratepayc1·s sits on the 
board from anv of the districts. The ~\et 
JlrDYides that tl10 board shall be constituted 
of nominees of the Government, the local 
authorities, a11d the contributors. \Yhcn the 
bnard hac! been in operation twelve months 
and contpulsory payment, w0rc HHtdc there 
wore naturally no contributors, in the sen:3e 
that the 1\lini-ter consid(•rcd co;,lri!-.utors to 
be those who had donated not less than a 
guinc t per year; buJ surely. if the con<Lrib1;t­
tors were entitled to rf'prr:·~entation, there IJ 

also jnst.lftcation for the ratepayers df'n1·;,nrl­
ing representation, sc0ing- that th{ ~· contri­
butf' £40 of evcrv £100 collected L' the 
bon~·d. The l\1lnisier shonlcl 0xtcnd t11~ pro­
Yision·. of the Act to bring the ratc'p~tyer:; 
"-jthin the an1bit of rt'prc~ nL·tion. 

The SECRE1'.\HY FOR l'c'BLJC '.YoRKS: Ha, not 
the lcca1 authorit~· a rcprcscntatiYc '? 

11r. CORSER: On0 loccd authority has 110 
t'('jHCS('ntati \'C'. 

i\1r. BHAND: The Australian Labour Party 
colltrols t.hc ho,pital bo· rcl·o. 

The SL:.-.RETARY FOrt :Pn3LIC Yforu:s: 
Rubbish ! 

.i'vir, COHSER : In addition to the fh-e 
Government nmninees, tlHT'-' arc four loenl 
a llthority rcprc,elltati ·•c3 to be t' lt•ctcd by 
three ,hire councils. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR Pt ~LlC \\'m. :s: Tho•o' 
arc the councils \vithin the ltc,pital c.>·ca. 

?.1r. \'ORSER: Ono of the shire> council, 
ha~ rP-:;civcd no rcpresenL·tion 1ecause that 
j. the CLntrc fron1 whiC'h th0 f1\·e Governrr1C'lH 
nmninec:;; were drn'~~~ n. Tlu~ other loc~d 
nuthoritic' decided that the'.- would each 
\ otc for two eo that their (listrict., would 
haYc at lea t t·wo of the nine reprf'sPnt":ti':es 
on the> l:;oard. \Vhilst that was quite a wi.'o 
thing to do, the l\linistPI' never :dwnld hav,, 
pl •(•ed t.h,:; district in that po ition. That i~ 
not the only place ''rher~; this no:ic>· lFs 
nH ant Go-.-crnrnent control of ii bC~;J_r J~ 
Uovcrnment coatwl. not b.v people: \'. ho ar • 
reprc·<~ntrrtivf' of the various intc-'1'C'Sts of the 
district but by people of one Litlc centre. 
I hope the l\licistor will amend the Acts. 
~o £:.8 either to give the people coutrol or ('L-e 
trJ !nstitutc\ nation3,l cr;ntro1. -p,.•h:ch is t}l(> 
policy of the· La bonr Partv. It j'" \\Tong and 
undeJll01'ratic to ollo\v 11~ rcp1·c ('nL tion frl 

the ratepayers 1vho contribv~ t:: 40 pPr crnt. r r 
the funds noC"'Sary to run !he ho pitrrl>. 
nn<1 sooner th<!n perpetuate n systern of 
arlrnlnistration b.; Govcrnrncnt no{ninecs it 
wonld be better to come out "·ith n bold 
policy of nationalisation of hosp'ta!P. und the 
Go,·crnment find all the money. 

)Ir. DASH: -~l ou are le-Jrning. 

eh. CORSER: Your partv i' rcc ·cling. 
LrctuR:J ::,our pollrv wafJ nationali'"'-1tion. -.;;et 
yon force people tO sn1~..:1;ril1c and then c1C1n~ 
them controL · 

There. is sOJ:tOthing. fnrther in the prate ,t 
from th1s pubhc mcotmg. The ,ooc.,ncl resCJln­
tion reads-

" That the Governmer1t be requt:f;tcd to 
cease making the farmers the; principal 
victims of the local expenses of hospital<> 
and make the charge truly democratic by 

[llh. Corsrr. 

in1posing an equal tax on every nude 
eligible to \Ote at local "uthority elec, 
tions (many of whom are far better able 
to pay than the farmers)." 

A GOVERN11IE"T 'VliCMBER: This is the first 
time you have opposed the tax. 

Mr. CORSER : It is not the first occasion 
on which we have opposed it in this Chamber. 
When the Bill was going through tho Opposi­
tion strenuously opposed the prov! .ion th_at 
only one section of the people 5ho.,ld be 
called upon to pay. The only people who 
contribute this tax are the ratepayers in the 
local authorit.• districts. Why should !hey bo 
singled out in thia way? They are not the 
onlv people who enjoy the priYilcges of 
a !tending the hospitals. 

The Sr<:CRETARY FOR I'UBLIC \VORKS: \Vha 
supported the hospit::>.ls under the old oystom? 

1\Ir. CORSEH : Anybody might pay under 
the old system, but under the ~\.d you compel 
one section on!·: to pay. Becau"e the land 1s 
the instrument from which thi~ individual 
makes his livlno· vou tax hin1. You do not 
tax the 1nan i~ o~ bunk. v.rho can use the hos­
pital without being conipelled to contribute. 

The SECRETARY l!'OP. I'l:BLIC \'{ ORKS : He 
must pay his fees. 

Mr. CORSER: So must the fo.rrnor. He 
contributes both ways, and he c:mP.ot get out 
of it. either. If he is not sick he has to pay . 
and if he is sick ho still pays. He is in a 
most unfortunate position. Take t.he case of 
a man who probably has a little seaside resort 
in another local authorit'"'" area, or thP. ma:n 
who has probably dry countr.v in anoth~r 
local authority area. Ho mav lmv•:· hnd m 
thre~ local a;,thority areas, and he h:'l to 
pay thrf'D different local authority eontrJbu­
tions to the hospitaL 

llfr. LLEWELY?': He can afford to pay 

::\1r. CORSER: Not necessarily. He could 
not afford to pay in th0 first instance I mC'n­
tioncd. Why ohonld he be called upon to 9ay 
three different contribution;; a.ny more than 
the carpenter, who uses his tools, or the ~nan 
"-ho drives a quill? I appeal to the 1\lhmstcr 
to introduce an amending Bill providing that 
all those who arc in a position to JrLY shall 
contribute to our hospitals. There is nothing 
hard about that. The hon. gent!Pm~n should 
get awaY from the old idea thr,t th: man 
who owns a bit of land is the n1<1n who has 
always to pay, while the other man ',·c·ts off 
scot free. 

The SlcCRETARY FOR PFBLIC \7\'orms: He 
contribute,; through the 60 per cent. found 
by the Treasurer. You people alwctys say 
that he pays no taxes. 

Mr. CORSER: So -does the producer. The 
producer co11tributes most of the b.x s. 

The Ho:-.rE SECRETARY : You eay he nover 
gets enough income to pay a.ny taxes. 

Mr. C'ORSER : Then ho has to find the 
money or be pushed off the land. I have a. 
letter in mv nocket now h·orn a mRn wbo \Va~ 
pushed off "the land because he could not p:ty 
his taxes. He is taxed by the Gonrnn~ent 
by way of rent, and he has to pay local 
authority taxes too. He ha to pay all the 
taxes. I a ppc :tl to the 1\finister to remove 
this anomalv that exists in the Hospitftl~ 
Act. vVc desire the Minister to constitute new 
hospital districts. I a~ree that under the old 
system the position boc1me into! era blP. ''" 
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country hospitals could not get on with a 
Government subsidy of £2 for evc1·y £1 con-
tributed locally. · 

I am with the people in the Eidsvold divi­
eion of my electorate in asking for a board. 
O\ving to the condidons which exist thero at 
1 he present time. It is to be hoped that 
ere long reason will prevail and the dc•-ired 
arnenclnients 'vill be 1nade in the 1-\ct. 

2\lr. LLEWELYX: It has been a grc11t success. 

::\Ir. CORSJ<~R: It h11s not been such 11 
great f:ucccss; but so far as th0 financi11g 
of the hospitals zoe3, it is a wonderful relief 
to the committees, as the hospital strrffs have 
been able to depend on having money avail­
able to assist them in the care "f the sick. 
The present sy tern has much to recommend 
i' from that pcJini of view; bat it Is unfair 
with rcgrrrJ to taxation and representation. 
If the Minister walits to have a fair s>.·stern 
of representation. he should allow the- local 
authoriii0s to appoint their representatives 
as well as the GoYCl'lllnent. 

Mr. BRAND: The loc:d authority members 
a re elected. 

::Hr. CORSER: The local anthoriiy repre­
sentatives are chosen for the board. 

The HO}!E SE'"RETARY: \Vhat is wrong with 
that' 

:\Ir. CORSER: That is r:~ht; but what 
io wrong is th'' fnct that t\,e ratepayer has 
uo representation on the board. 

The Hmm SECREBUY: The local authority 
representative js a. ratepayer. 

}lr. CORSER: ~ot n(•c,essarilv. Th3 
Lwmhors of local authorities are no-t clccterl 
on a ratepayers' vote. but on tho univeroal 
franchise. As the Mini;;ter knows. in th" 
i\rst year onp revresontativc of the ~-u.b­
scribers is appointc! on each board. lf the 
rat·:paycr is a subsc1·ibor, why not gi ~·o hin1 
reprc·entutiou? 'Vhy ask for a n~ajol·ity of 
Governrnent rt•I:Jrc'::.cntativts Ci1 the ho::pital 
Ldarcls? 

The HmrE SECUT:T.\HY: I do 11ot. 

:Ur. CORSEH: The hon. g·f'ntlcman has 
got it-five against four. 

Thn T1o~rE SZCRETARY: I ha Ye not got an~ 
in BrjHbanc. 

~-lr. CORSER: Not in Brisbane. Lut out 
ln tlu~ country the hon. gcntlernan has it. 
I-Ic has got jt in Gympie, 1'laryborougll, 
Bnndaborg, D.nd Rockhampton. 

The IIO)IE S?_, 'P..ET:\P.Y: ~ot vrhei'o there arc 
nny subscrjbcrs. 

:\Ir. CORSER: Arc not ihc local authority 
rr·, tepayPrs subscribers? 

Th: HO:IJE Sgcm::rARY: Th y get represen­
tation. 

:Vh. CORSI•;R: Thev do not. The man 
who has a good job a"nd livC3 in somebody 
l'ls 's homo gets representation. 

The How; SEt;UETAP.Y: H c JXL:, s rent. 

:'.fr. CORSER: He does not pay rent. 
The hon. gentlorna,n might as well say that 
a. man in the city arC'a pays rent in the 
l~urnett district. I hav0 had n1Lny protc·,ts 
from conferences Df local prcduc<:-rs' associa­
tions in my die,trict, which have pa'scd 
resolutions similar to the one I have read. 
H is a burning question in our country 
districts, and l hope the l\1inis(er will give 
wme attention to it. 

I\Ir. BRAKO (Burntm): This is one of the 
1nost in1portant rlopartments WG havo to 
consider. The total vote from tcvenue for 
!his department is £1,529,659. I do not think 
any hon. member \\ill cavil at the moderate 
amount of £7,852 put down for the Chief 
Office. There is an excellent body of officers 
c-onnected with the Home Secretary's Depart­
ment, and the). deserve every credit for the 
m1nncr in \\·hich thev cond-uct the various 
institutions under th(·ir controL Most of 
them are charitable institutions in connec­
tion with which no revenue is derived. 

The~·c arc n1any_ carrying out a ,src1t wurk 
o.f social welfare 111 QueonsLmd. but I think 
there is room for still furth,•r improvement. 

The Home Department covers a 
[12.30 p.m.] great number of activi!ie, lYit I 

~1o n~t sec. any proYision being­
rnadc for \.VJdOIVS pcn.:nons, as ·h·as pro1nisod 
o t tl1e last election. Evidently the Govern­
Inent <:re not gotn-;; to keC'p th0ir pro1niFe 
and giYe to those who rcallv Fhould ha' c 
son1o ar.;;istnnco. something "by ~Nhich to 
enable them to lrYc. I hope J,hat before this 
Parliament expires the Minister \Yil1 llro·c 

upon his Cabinet the desirableness of £;!­
filling the promise he made at the last 
('], ction :<nd establish a widows' pPnsion fund 
from which women who arc lpft without the 
support of their brf)adw·in11ers r 111 rcceiv0 
something fnm the Strrte to enable them to 
liYe in comfort. 

R.ofercnce has been made, mostly bv cit_; 
Inrn1bc1-s. to glaring hoad1ight3 on i~otor 
cars ancl the neces.sity for .1boli~hing thorn. 
I can quite understand that, in cit.y codstitu­
encies, such headlights are a nui;:a.nco and 
that th0y are unnecessary, hut for countrv 
travelling· it is eF,ontiaJ to han• strong lights 
on motor cars. and I hope thl;t. if the Home 
Ht<Tctary iEtcnds to do an:·thing in regard 
to tlw question, he wili not abolish ghrints 
headlights to the detriment of country 
motorists, but will apply his regulation only 
tG Brisbn,ne and other centres. 

I -, 'Ould like• to make a few rem ,rks follow­
ing o!! those of the hon. me'11ber for Hurnett. 
Of a 11 the matters administl'rcd b-.- the 
Home D?partment, that '·'hi eh mostly con­
cerns the rosid0nts of mv f'kctoratc is the 
ho.;:9ital tax. \Vhcn thO ho.-1pit~ds boards 
V•:E'l'C Cc~h:tbJi~hcd it \VaS earnestly believed 
that rho I-Ion1c Secretary would not inL·oduc~ 
political prejudices into the adrnini'ti'ation 
of tho Ad. All citizens who take ;u active 
imcrct in charitable institutiocs-anrl they 
;;re man:c-bclicve that all poiiiical feeling 
~hou1d be banished fron1 their n1anagcn1ent. 
Bdom the hospital tax >·,'as enforced on 
1l1t> cornn1uniL-in n1y district at anv raJc-
1 h:.._-, ~ institutlons w·erc controlled b_y In en 
~nd worncn of various shade~ of political 
thought. Every encourag-~,ment -v:, given 
t•> people with different political to 
tnkc an active interest in the m a ~J.<:!.gt:r:tH:nt 
of O'lr hocpitals. It was then the desire 
of the peopk to elect to thl' co~am.ittceo the 
mo"t C'lpable and sympathotw pers~ns who 
could be secured. In the Bnncl>tborg district 
iLc· f;C'ncral hospital was controlled by '1 

bod_v of men, the 1najority of whon1 were 
well known to be anti-I. -,bour in politi,·s 
hut thctt did not prc•vent tlwm from appoint­
i:Ig as chairn1an cf their fin<.:l!r'J connnith~;~ 
n man \Vho is well known in Labo~u politic;; 
;:nd has taken an aciiY£~ part l!l the Labour 
ntoYemcnt, lVIr. G. VV. M,-, rt'nR, no .v presi­
dent of the Australian \Vorkcrs' Union. He 
was selected as chairman of that eommittc' 
because of his ability and his qualifications 

Mr. Brand.] 
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(0r the p03ition. His political beliefs did 
not count. No\v \Y'C flnd a different :~t~-dc of 
nffrrirs preYailing. 

Since the creativn of the Bundabe~rg hoo­
pital district the• Minister has exercised 
political prejudice in nominating members 
to the board. In fact, the nominations to 
the Bundabcrg Hospital Board haYo not been 
made by the Minister, but by tbe Bundaberg 
branch of the Australian Labour Party. 
They have .::v8rc taken plebiscites in Bundh­
bcrg to decide who s.hall be the Government 
representati\ 8R OD the boa-rd. rrhr~sc nalnf·"' 

have been submitted to the l'vlini,t~"', who, 
contrary to his better thought6 I believe, has 
appointed these men. I take strong excep­
tion to the manner in which Government 
appointnH~nts have been n1adc to the board. 
The disttict en1bn1cc3 rny electorate, and n1y 
people are very much concerned a bout thu 
mattPr. It has been recognised by most 
people t.hat there should be continuity of 
policy in hospital adf!1inistration. 1f.uny of 
the members who -constituted the olc! board 
in that di :trict-n10111bers not as-,ociat.cd '\Yith 
politics-approached the H omc Secretary 
with a det>ire to maintain C'Otltinnity of policy 
on that board. Thcv made certain rccom­
menda.tions to him 'of \Yhich he did not 
approve. The first board in the l3und:>,borg 
di,trict consisted of three local authority re­
presentatives, three r0pr0sentatiYcs of t.fw 
subscribers a!1d various institutions, and three 
Govcrnm0nt nominDcs. This board held olficf' 
for three years. Last year a now board was 
necessary, a.nd, as was to be expected, there 
vircre no further subscriptior!s to the institu. 
tion, therefore there could be no teprescnta­
tivcs of subscribers on the board. The Home 
Secrfta1-y decided that the future bo:trd 
should c 0nsi~t of fo:ll~ local authoritY re!lre­
GGntativc:; and five Government non1ir~e<',, ~the 
object being· for the Govern~TlCnt to s0eurc 
full control of the board, and use it, I am 
sorry to say, for political purposl·s. 

1\fr. LLEWELYN: That is not \,·ne. 

Mr. BRAND: It was '>l'llf rally known that 
the Government nominees to the Bundabcrg 
Hospital Board had to be men who were 
likely to take part in future plebiscites in 
-connection with the Bundaberg elector 1.te. 

Mr. LLEWE!"YN: There is no objection to 
L:tbour people having representation. 

Mr. BRAND: I have certainly no objection 
to Labour people having representation on 
the board. I sav that definitelv. Before the 
Hospitals Act was pa~scrl, Labour people hi\d 
representation on the board, and took a very 
important part in the conduct of the institu­
tion. But I do object to the majority of the 
members being· draw·n entirely from a poli­
tical organimtion. If the policy of t.he 
present Home Secreta.ry were to be adhered 
to, any future anti-L:tbour Government would 
pra-ctically have to decide that no man of 
Labour thought should be given a seat on anv 
hospital board. • 

l\ir. \VINSTANLEY: That is vdud. it an1ountcd 
to before this Government ca.mc into power. 

Ml'. BRAND: That is not so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Do you say t)p.t I 

Y ould turn a deaf ( 'r to the advice of my 
officers? 

.Mr. ~RA~D: No. It is csencrally recog­
Iuscd t.oa t t11e Govcrnn1ent secure representa­
tion on ~he various boards by the appointment 
Df public servants as Government nominees. 

[1111'. Brand. 

It was never intended that Government rc·pn'­
scntatiYcs s,hould be appointed for political 
purposes. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: That was always t.hc ea'" 
in the past. 

:Yir. BRAl\D: It was ney:~r iEtendul bv 
the Liberal Government. I maintain that the 
welfare of the hospitals is not being main­
tained by appointments of this sort. 

lVIr. vVEIR: You will alter th·:m when you 
gC't into po\vcr. 

Mr. BRAND: When our Government reach 
the Treasnry benches they will give considera 
tion to all parties, recognising that charitable 
institutions s.honld have the support of all 
the people. 

1Ir. \Vr.IR: I non'r knew a Labour ma;l in 
represent your GoYernrnent. 

~lr. BRAND: 'Then the hon. mrmlwr 
knows verv little of the activitic, of the 
pr·evious GOvernments ,..,·ith re·· pcc~ to hospital 
acln1inistration. 

llir. \YEIR: Don't forget that I kr.v;,y <•ll 
about the Government representation on th · 
grammar school trust::. 

:Mr. BRAND: I can point to man:: 
i11stanec-s in my electorate "\Yhero the prcYiou:-:; 
Government appointed Labour rncn tu 
hORpital boards. 

~Ir. \VEIR: Give n1e one irr_·h~nec. 

Mr. BRAKD: The Childrro-L;'s ho.pit11l. 

The TEMPOR.\RY CHAIR:IlAN: Orcin' 

1h. BRAND: With the hon. cnember for 
Burnett, I ccnsid<>r that, a; the local authori· 
ties are n :.ponsible for 40 per cent. of the 
expenditure of these boa1·dc, and as they 
are the elected rcpresentati yes of the con,. 
munit:v they should have greater represcnta· 
-Lion than the Governrnent on ihcse board:::. 
Loral authorjty represcntatiYes have to sub" 
m it themsel vcs triennially for election, and. 
if lhc people elect theBe rcpres<'ntatives, they 
Inu~t nPcessarily be a bo-dy of l11Pll in \Yhonl 
the people have trust. -

1lr. LLEWELY~: Don 1 t vou think i.hc w~)l­
farc of the sick ,,hould be' the firct con si-cl ora· 
ticn? 

Mr. BRAND: Certainly; but so far a, the 
Bundnberg Hospital Board is concerned, I 
am so,tisfied tha,t the Homo Secretary doe' 
not take thut into consideration when making 
his uppoinhnents. 

:'Jr. \VEIR: He would j£ he appointed your 
Cl'O\Vd. 

:\Ir. BRAND: The first consid·1rntion of 
the GoYernment is whether the Govcr:1010ilt 
nominees are mernbers of the poliilcct i 
machiue, It is absurd th 1t the political 
machine should first conduct th,, plebi,·cite '" 
to who should r,eprescnt it on the board 
before the I-Iome Secretary gazettes the 
nominees. The Home Secretary hinLcdf 
should make the nominations. \V c know thi<t 
strong repr.esentations were made b5~ the 
Australian \Vorkers' Union at Bundabcrg 
that tho services of :Mr. H. A. Cattcrmull, th~ 
chairman of the first Bnndaborg hospital 
board, should be retained when the board 
was again being constituted; but as a re ,ult 
of a decision a~· a me-eting at ·which eight 
were present, the secretary of the Bundabcrg 
branch of the Australian Labour Party 
recommended to the Go,-ernnlC'nt that, iu 
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Yiew c.£ the past political r·ecord of :\Ir. 
'Cattermull, that he be not roappointc•d, not­
withstanding that he gave entire satisfaction 
to the ~1inistcr as chainnJn. The :0t1in1si,_'l' 
knows that to be a fart. :\Ir. C&ttecmull 
11lau.~d the Bunda.bcrg Ffm;~Jiti-d Board on a 
sound adn1inistrativc~ basis. \Vhat has 
happrned since? Tbr·rc are continuous 
bic ;,crings on tho board bee·. use the reprc­
sc-ntu,ti-n~s of the Govei·nn1cnt and the local 
authority arc at varianeP in political f1o:J.ght. 
The board hu gone s.J far as to purchase a 
motor car and po,int it red. 'l'hcy haYe also 
painted the exterior of a building red. I 
suppo"e their next step will be to paint thP 
interior of the buildings r-ed, to show tint 
they are true rcprosen t--..tivc-, of a Labour 
GovcrnnH?nt. Tho I-Icspif-:ds Act \Yas not 
brought jn for that purpo~2 at all. Sinre 
thP".J hoards have com.c under the control of 
Labour men thev haYe bccon1e Ycrv extravc­
gant. vVheu Labour ~omco into ~·ontrol of 
any gnvernment, or 20rni-govern1nent body. 
ih~::• C'.fH '1ditnrc iH1inc:11atc1y rises. were· 
told ',' h(·ll the Bund'lL r Ilospi.,.. Boan1 

as created that the loeal .[luth•Jritv n1tr:. for 
the nHtintcnance of tho ho::>nital in" th_tt <Es­
trict \\·ould be under ld. in ~the £1. 

Mr. \'v'EIR: \Y c \Ye re told the SQlllC'. 

1\lr. BRAND: The rate is nuw up to Hd. 
The depa rtmcnt should be most careful, Y>hen 
establi.sbing a hospital di3trict. to infonn tho 
people s,·hat the Cost to th~·rn is going to b2. 

The l-!O?;lE SECRETARY : \Yh(•rc~ did ~~-ou get 
that fig-ure from? 

:Yir. BRAND: Frmn the last rate notices 
that were &ent out. rllw board recognises 
that the ra.te this year will be higher. It is 
going up cYery year. I am <orry thflt the 
::\finister did not carr·.- out the desires of 
responsible men in Bnnrlaberg, who had no 
political thought in the matter, and insist 
on th0 no1nination of a 1nan who carried 
out his duties in the intcrc3ts of the Buncln­
berg }lospital Board and of suffer· n~ 
humanity. 

Mr. CLAYTO:N (Wide Bay): The position 
of our hospitals and of the hospit.•ls districts 
t ,lnerally is n1ost unjust and unfair. For 
~xample, in the Maryborough and Gympio 
hospihl district there is no community of 
interest in connection with a part of the 
area which is in the :Maryborough district, 
although situated within 9 miles of the 
Gympie hospital. That is a. position which 
I am hoping will be altcrul as a result of 
the rep0rt of the Ro~r _tl Co~nrnission on the 
boundaries of !o .. al authorities. So·nething 
t.:>rtainly should be do11c to sec that people 
who subscribe to a di--trict hospital are 
brou:;ht into touch with that hospital. 

The hon. member for Bunum Rnd the hon. 
member for Burnctt de:tlt yer.r fully with 
the representation on the ho ;pi tal boards. 
I a~rrec: that it is unjust to haYo a majority 
of Go-vernJnent representatives on those 
boards. _._.;_ truer rcprc.Jcnt,~tion is that of 
jhe local authorities, who refle:t iho opinion 
of the people in the district. There are men 
on the-e hos11ital boards who are not giving 
careful considoration to the n1atter of finance. 
Some time ago l\1r. Chuter visited Gympie 
to inquire into the formation of a bond 
there. Ac00rding to " rrruth " of 16th Sep· 
tember. 1925, he stated that the expenditure 
of the Gympie hospital, not including the 
ambulance. for the year 1923-1924 was £6,133. 
Then in the Gympio " 'l'imes " of 12th 

Xove:LbCi' last Councillor Bryan. the repre­
sentati·.-e of the Noosa shire, estimates the 
C'Cpcndituro for the next twelve months at 
£8,468, which represents an increase of £2.3.35 
on the figure for 1923-1924, and is an indica­
tion of the tremendous increase in the 
expenditure necessary for ihe n1aintenance 
of the Gympie hospital. In 1923-1924 the 
amount. estimated to be rccciYed from local 
authorities was £1,232, whereas the estimate 
for next year is £1,774. and from all sources 
other than the Government. und the local 
authorities £3.015, and £1.660 from tho 
Go-..-crnmcnt. The local authorities in the 
Gympie district--the Gympie, KilkiHn. 
"\Vidgec, and l\ oosa shire council .-,vill have 
to 0ontribute £1,774, which is an increase of 
£542 as compared with the period when j\'!r. 
Chutcr visited the difltriv~·. rrhat Ull1ount of 
£1,774 will be contributed in the following 
proportions:-

G,..~,r;"lpie 
KuKn~an 

\Yidgc" 
1'\oosa 

£ 
191 
638 
52Q 
415 

That shows that the n1uuicipaiil v of G -nlJJiP, 
where tbcre is n greater pon-ulatiml than 
there i~ in the shire of I<:ilki~-an. ill con­
tribn1' l0ss than ono-third of tl1e anlOUllt 

contributed by l(ilkivan. That is an instanC•J 
of where the man 011 t.hc land i::. going to b-: 
hit in ( .:>nnection w:ith thr~ health of nw 
emHnlunit·.f· The settler i11 the l{i!kivau 
district ha;s jFst recently suffered ~-r ry 
orn·rclr owmg· to drought .. nd poor mcG·kct. 
fie is ha\~ing a yery bad spin; h0 is v-r·or~jng­
long hour,:;, yet the Gon~rnnH.::nt. are g1,ing- to 
compel him to pay "- higher rate for the 
upkeep of the ht:G-Hh of thP cr!lnn1un1ty than 
a pt·rson li' :ng in the city. 

Kow take the nun1ber of properties and 
:~~-:,rage Y<.duc in these t-wo local authorities-

Gympic Municipality 
KilkiYan Shire Council 

Xo. 
1,933 
1,049 

~ verao·~~ 
~Val~t;,-

76 
511 

Therefore, on the average, the Kiikiv:t;, 
prop,'rty-owncr has to pay >'even time3 moro 
than the person liYing in the Gym pie arc c. 
That shows how unfair the Act is, and I ask 
the Government seriously to consider an 
umcndn1ent of the Ho3pitals Act to proYidt" 
that each pcrwn shall contribute to thu 
hoflpitals on an incmne basis and not ccord­
ing to t.ho value of the land that he may 
O\Vn. In r11any C::lSt~s they do not own the 
I nd. T'hey are rnorcly occupi rs, and under 
the Local Aut.horitics Act tlw occupier ha' 
t0 find the taxation. The p1·es0nt · ystem is 
very unjust. 

\Vhen I\ir. Chuter can1e to 11t:~ryborough 
hr: informed the people at the 111l-eting ho 
uddres3od there th -,t h.: estitnatrd th~~ rat·~­
in conr:ectiun v;,·ith the lvfary1Jorough Hospital 
would be 0.65d. in the £1. But. accor-ding tn 
Mr. Dcmainc, the chairman of the ho:;pit.al 
board, this year they vrill hayc to increase 
the rate to 1~d. in the £1. That is a trc•­
rnendou~s incrE'ase. The people in the country 
c- nnot stand such an incre;. :iC. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vYORKS: '\Vlwre 
did you get that statement about Mary­
borough? 

:1Ir. CLAYTON: I got it from Mr. 
Dc_<.Ilaino's remarks, who has gone fully into 
the matter, and the statement appears in 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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the Maryborough 
:,: ovem he1· of this 
headed--

" Chronicle " 
year. The 

of 15th 
article 1s 

" :YiODER';TSleiG THE HOSPITAL. 
" ALDER:\IAN DE:\L\.INE 0 UTLINI '3 THE 

PROPOSALS. 
" J!'urthcr Plans to be PrrzwNd. 

" Big Increase in Local Authority Rate." 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: That 1s 
for additional hospital accommodation. 

:\h. CLA YTOK: The increase in rates is 
in c,onnection with the building of a ne\v 
hospital, but the people on the land arc 
not in a position to meAt this increased 
taxation. 

Take No. 6 division in the Dunum Shire, 
. hich is in the ::Yiaryborough hospital district· 
area. In that division, on a, high valuation, 
we have a general rrtto of 6d. in the £1, a 
k·olth rate of l~d., a l\1ain Ron.ch Board rate 
<>f 2id .. and a Granville bridge rate of ls. Sd 
in the £1. How arc these people going to stac· 
on the land and meet that taxa lion? There 
are other divisions with similar taxation, and 
there is also a benefited area rated for the 
(iranville bridge. The country pcDplc arc 
liOW paying what we might term rent" in 
connection with their land instea~ of ratPs, 
"s formerly. 

I want to deal with the question of the 
money which h:1s boon borrowed for an up-to­
date hospital in Maryhorough. Accol'ding t<> 
a press report, J\lr. Dr mainc sta tcd-

" In the first place the Go,-ernment 
would have paid tho £45,000 invohed in 
the ·works Department tender without :t 

murmur. The board modified its plans, 
and the job was to be done by tender for 
£28,000." 

'The Department of Public V\orks estimated 
1hat it would cost £45,000 to build a new 
hospital, doctor's rPsidence, and other things 
in connection with the scheme. J\!Ir. Demoinc 
called tenders for the constn1ction of the hos­
pital, and afterwards made the stat' :nent I 
have just quoted. He has gone very carefully 
into the matter. He wants a more up-to-date' 
hospital, and intends to incur a further ex· 
penditur" of somewhere ctbont £16,000 with 
which to provide an electric ljft, a la.rge 
kitchen, a hospital laundry, and an ambu­
lance building. The prc·sent ambulance build­
ing is to be sold, and new board offices are 
to be established in the main strPel in J\Iuy­
borough for the convenience of the secretary 
of the board. It seems remarkable that the 
estimate of the Department of Public 'iYorks 
should be so high, and that the work can be 
done by contract for so much 1(·~s. ~7hy did 
the department draw up such elaborate pl-·lls, 
which were not needed? 

The SECRETARY FOR ]'t;BLIC \Vomm : It is 
fo-r the hospital committee to "tY whnt plans 
they want-not the Department of Public 
\Vorks. 

2\1r. CLA YTOK: The committee refused to 
accept the plans of the depa.rln1ent. They 
then got into touch with a private contractor, 
who drew up a plan which, if adopted. would 
have effected a saving of £12,000. The de­
partment should give consideration to thu 
matter of getting tenders from contractoTs, 
instead of proceeding on the cstimrt tcs drawn 
up in various Government depa.rtments. The 
question of the position of shire, councils 

[Mr. Clayton. 

arose at the hospital board meeting. and the 
prc~:-s report states-

" Councillor Mathison (Woocoo): H is 
getting a very serious thing for the' shire'. 
Our function is to make roads. 

" Alderman Demaine : Your function 
is to see to the people's health a!w. 

" Alderman Dcn1ainc went on to say 
that, when the bu_ilding·s nuw being con­
structed were mud for next year, the 
local authorities would ha vo to i ncrec se 
their hospital rate by ~d. to coYer 
interest and redemption." 

The rate this vear according to Alderman 
Dcrnainc is ld.u in £he £1, .>nd it is going to 
bo incro~sE>d bv ~d., so that there will bP lL 

rate of l~d. in connection with the upkeep 
of the Maryborough Hospibl. 

.At 2 p.m .. 
:\fr. WEIR (}rirl!'IJ/!Orough), one of the panel 

of Temporary Ch'airmen, rc1icved ~fr. :_via"\:­
'' ell in t)1e chai1·. 

:Ylr. S\VAYNE (.liimni): I y;oulcl like to 
know from the Home Secretary wh- ther 
~ugar-canc fanners arc debarred frorn getting 
<'hildron from the State Children Dcpart­
rncnt. J:\tiy reason for asking is that a fanner 
in my electorate-a married man with no 
children and a verv nice homo indend-ha..; 
made application for one. One could not 
fmd a better home for one of these childrclL 
It is perhaps 50 yards-certainly \vitl~in 100 
vards----of a raihvay station on th(' rrlain hne 
hetween Mackav and Bowcn, 32 miic'1 from 
Mackav. On fi,:c days in the \H'ek trains go 
in anduout {rorn Mackay, yet this f~~rrner has 
been refused on the ground of the difficulty 
of inspc\~tion. 

:VIr. ROBER1'S: How far is it from a school? 

Mr. sw· AYNE: About a quarter of a mile. 
I may s_;y that I haYe heard undliciall_v that 
the unions arc objecting to the·'~ children 
being allotted to cane farmers. 

The SECRETARY l"OR PrBLIC vYom;s: That is 
not true. 

:\h. S\VAYNE: Such a homo as I ha.-e 
in mv mind would be a very gocd home for 
any Child; the sugar industry ~s a Y·c:r:~ fine 
industry; and I do not think thcce cnJ!dreJ; 
should be debarred from the opportunity of 
being brought up in that industry. 

Another rnattcr to \vhich I \Vi~h to dra\Y 
the attention of the 211inister is the heavy 
eh a rgc·s which are being imposed on rat8-
pavers in connection with he:tlth mn ~tors. 
vV~ all realise that public health is a most 
important matter, and should not be ti·~atcd 
in a choeseparing manner. On the other 
hand, anything can be overdone-eYeD a good 
thing-and very heavy taxn and other 
charges are being imposed on the ratC'payers 
for this purpose. It is really one uf the 
causes leading to the objection which fcrtific-d 
the Prc1nier this morning in his ans\,;cr h' 
tbc hon. member for Burnett abOLJt unew­
ployment. The Premier pointed out that it 
was particular!"· difficult to deal \Yith the 
number of unemploved in the cities; but ono 
of the reasons for" that is that people are 
being driven off the land, and one of th;, 
factors bringing about that result is the 
heavy charges and taxes which are imposed 
on ratepayers in the country. 'I'hc hospital 
tax is a tax which should be borne by the 
whole community; most certainly it is most 
unjust to impose it upon one section only" 
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There is another form of taxation \YhiciJ 
falls unequally on different section> of the 
Dommunity. I refer to the cost of health 
inspector,'·· Years ago the local authoritic·s 
a ppointcd thoir own inspectors. Then, under 
instructions fron1 the Dcpartn1cut of Public 
Health, thev appointed another, and now I 
understand "another has been appointed b.i 
the department itself to supervise the iuspec­
tors already appointed. 

The "Daily Mercury," published in 
Thlackay, in a leading article dealing with a 
meeting of local authorities at which five 
shires "ere represented, three or four from 
my electorate and one from the N"ormanby 
electorate, said-

" It would appear from the discussion 
that the local bodies have very little to 
do in the matter but provide the money. 
Councillor W right, of the Broadsound 
shirL, pointed out that the expenditure 
was quite unnecessary in the shire he 
reprc~ented, as the home9teacls are miles 
apart, and for an inspector to do worl' 
under such conditions expenditure would 
be required that would be very severely 
felt by the ratepayers. In Nebo the 
expcmse will be still greater, owing to 
the lonr;er distances to be traversed away 
from the railway. Sarina and Mirani 
shires will suffer in the came way, though 
not to the same extent, perhaps, and 
Pioneer will have to pay a substantial 
arnount also." 

The last three shires arc fairly thickly 
populated, and the difficulties of travelling 
woul?, not bo so great. The " Daily 1\'Ier­
,cury contmued-

" The report that appeared in the 
' :\Iercury ' yc-terday shows how com­
pl~tely the local bodies are tied down 
by regulations. They succeeded after a 
long argument in coming to an agree­
ment with the inspector for a trial term 
of threo months, and it will rest with 
him (the inspector), presumably, to say 
whether he will continua to work on those 
terms or insist upon the salary agreed 
upon, with the full scale of extras for 
E'xpensos when he travC'ls in the different 
shires." 

It has just come to my mind that in one of 
these shires the hospital tax absorbed one­
third of the total revenue, and when other 
Dharges arc piled on top of that it becomes 
almost an unbearable burden. I have 
already said that I do not for one moment 
wish to interfere with the efficiency of the 
institutions. I have also pointed out that 
the public health has to be safeguarded, but 
1t seems that the matter is being overdone. 
I have pointed out that there are too many 
regulations, too much red tape, and a 
multiplicity of inspectors. It seems that one 
.or two of the three inspectors might be dis­
pensed with. One good man could do the 
work. It is a rather serious matter to the 
ratepayers to have these charges accumulat­
ing one after the other--nearly every year a 
new charge. I would like the :Minister to 
give serious attention to reducing tho charges 
always bearing in mind that there shall b~ 
no decrease in c fficiency. I would also like 
him to consider tho matter that I first men­
tioned, and inform the Chamber whether 
-cane farmers arG debarred from obtaining 
children from the State Children Depart­
ment. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): I desire parti­
,;ular ly to address myself to the cancella lion 

of a ballot granted to the Wyangarie Shire 
Council. I understand that the hon. member 
for Logan dealt with the matter last night 
and again this morning; but, unfortunately, 
I ,\-as not in the Chamber to hear his 
remarks, although I was within the precincts 
of the building. I understand that he quoted 
some telegrams received by me and my 
replies thereto. I have no objection to any 
telegrams sent by me being quoted fully 
hC'rC. 

:11r. KIXG : I quoted only one telegram­
the one sent by you to the vVyangarie Shire 
Council-and I quoted it in full. 

:Ylr. HIORDAN: I am very pleased that 
the hon. gentleman did quote it in full. I 
have a decided objection to a shire clerk 
taking the bmin, <s of the shire out of the 
hands of the ratepayers; I personally object 
to a shire clerk attending a local authority 
conference without making any representa­
tion to the member for the district ; and I 
also object to a shire clerk interviewing 
under secretaries and assistant under secre­
taries and inducing them to permit of a 
postal ballot being taken without any motion 
giving him the necessary authority being 
passed by the council. 

:,lr. KIXG: His actions were confirmed at 
the subsequent rneeting. 

,\t. 2.11 p.m., 
The CHAIR:\IAK resumed the chair. 

:\Ir. HIORDA:\ : If the hon. member will 
allo\v rne to continue, I will sho1Y when tho 
action of the shire clerk was confi1·med. As 
early as September, 1926, the shire clerk, 
while in Brisbane, interviewed the Assistant 
l'ndcr Secretary to the Home Department, 
and discussed ',•ome matter with him. On 
2nd October he received a letter from the 
Home Department advising that his appli­
catiOn on behalf of the council for permio­
sion to conduct the annual elections by postal 
ballot had been approved. The matter was 
not again brought up until somewhere about 
:\larch or April last, when it was found that 
thC' shire clerk's underhand method of 
arranging for a postal ballot was not 
to!C'rated, and an appeal was made to me to 
assist the council to bludgeon its -vvay 
through in respect to the post·:1l ballot. l 
wired back informing the council and the 
shire clerk that, if the application for per­
mi"ion to hold a postal ballot was the result 
of sotnething done in open council, it would 
have my support. I also sent a reply io a 
"-ire they sent me at that time advisin.,- that 
I could not support their regnest for a postal 
ballot. The shire clerk applied to the 
.!>, 'istant 'C nder Secretary for permission to 
conduct a postal ballot at the annual elec­
tions without llrst obtaining the sanction of 
bis council. The meetino· crrllcd for 
Frhruary lapsed for the wanf of a quorun1. 
The council met in March, when the shiro 
clerk rca.d the letter he had received from the 
Home Department advising the council that 
an e.mendment of the Local Authorities Ac·t 
would be mad0 to allow local authorities to 
conduct postrrl ballots in sparselv populated 
areas. if desired. The question" was again 
brought forward at the April mcctiJ"i· :ih 
this time the Minister had been advised of 
the irregularity of the action of the clerk. 
The shire clerk distinctlv admitbod that hP 
had not asked permission of the eo unci I 
before making a request for a postal ballot 
because the councillors, by reason of the fact 
that they were potential candidates, had no 

JJi r. Riordan.] 
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,-ight to be consulted, and that he, as return­
ing· officer, had full pmver to decide on the 
:nost suitable fonn of election. Could an;y 
r _~id servant of the re"tepayers make a state­
rnent rnoro ridiculoGs? The shire clerk 
ign01·ed the instruction o£ his chairman and 
the deputy cht~.i.rman, becaus~ I have here a 
; csolution lhat ·,,as carried at a previous 
r1leeting. 

:\Jr. 1:::-n\G: \\"hat date \Vas that? 
?.:r. HIORDAN: I have not the exact date, 

thcn•foro I cannot give it to the hon. geutlc­
nutn, Lut it was prior to .Augu.::t, v~ hen the 
annual conference of the Local Authorities' 
Association is u:,ually held. Mr. Mm-ray was 
chairn1<~n and ~1r. Bruce Carter deputy 
chai::_·L~an of the n1octing, at which this 
n1oti oa '"as carried-

" That the conference be asked to place 
a. :rnotion on its agenda pap_er whereby 
tlle posial ballot systen1 be dlsalloi·,·ed at 
council elections.') 

That motion was moved by the chairman ant! 
seconded by the deputy chairn,an of the 
council. Does the hon. member think tha.t I 
an1 going to support any shire clerk in taking 
busineSB out of the hand' of the council? :\Jv 
wire tc the council cle"rly indicated t.hr,t, ([ 
they >Yant,,d a postal bdlot, they muct coil­
form to the provisions o£ the Act and dc.,ide 
upon the rnatter in open council-not al]o-\v 
the shire c]erh:: to take the whole nuntcr into· 
his hands. 'There is no neces3i t v l;:n· n1e to 
read the exchang-e of ·wires whid~ took pJ 
because the hon. n1cn1ber for Lo~ an 
already deu..lt 'ivith them. rrhoy nr0-vc that 
rny a~si5tanco vvas songht after the council 
found itself up against a po~ition er'- _;,ted 
by the unJYrhand 1ncthods of tho shh·e clerk. 
_..'-\.. public n1eeting was afterwa,rds ca,Ur·d to 
protest ag.tinst the cancdldion. That med­
ing was attended by tv;enty or thirty rL·:In­
bcrs of the progress association, although 
there IYC-ro 111any other ratep~:yers in th,~ 
shire deserving of representation on :-:::uch a 
tna,tter. rrhe conduct of the ballot does r.ot 
reflect c'l·edit upon tho \Yyangarie Shire 
Council. J:\ir. Murray, who had been chair­
man for mtcny years. was defeated for the 
position on an anti-shire clerk .-ote. It is 
all very \Yell for the hon. memlwr for Log-, n 
to say that the postal ballot was cancelled 
because of representations by the Australian 
\York:crs' -union. The Anstrali:.n1 ,Y.o-rkrrs' 
Union neyer came into tho mcttte1· at. '~"n.v 
skge. 

Mr. Kr~m: I corrected myself and sa;d 
the Amtralian Labour Party. 

:\ir. RIORDA::\: The Amtralian La'>our 
Partv ran cn..ndidates, and \Va~ succe ;:-ful in 
getting three and a-half retunwd. 
(Laughter.) 

l\-1-r. ROll£RTS: ·where does the half come 
in? 

l\-[r. RIORDAX: Because the fourth man 
was electe-d on the yote of the r ~·turning 
officer. For 1veeks following the date of 
polling the present chairman, Mr. 
McGovorn, could get no rc,ults, and no 
~andidatc could get any infortnation rcgard­
mg the poll. I underr-tand protests W·"rc 
HHtdc to the I-Iome Departrncnt rPgardin~r 
the conduct of the poll. PerwneJly, I did 
not wish to be invoh·ed, bee a use it '" 's 
largely a domestic question. 

Then they tried to l!Se the hon. mcmb~r 
for Logan, who, I understand, is the ~ul1c1tor 
of the Local Authorities' Association. in order 
to carry on their campaign here after ::\Tr. 

f ~!1·. Riorifan. 

Murray, the chairman, and :Mr. Carter, the 
deputy chairman, had moved a motion 
for the abolition of the postal ballot. A 
council which put on the agenda pa.per a 
resolution. which was carried, that a postal 
ballot shoilld not be adopted and then carried 
a re~olutio:n for a postal ballot, 1vould n1ake 
the whole matter ridiculous. The shire 
clerk is running the show, and, ha·d the 
ballot been conducted by post, I am sm·c 
that not 10 per cent. of the worker in the 
district would have had an opportunity uf 
ex-ercising the franchise, for the sirnple reason 
that some of these people reside at hot8ls and 
others shift from shed to shed, and, ha,-ing 
no pcrn1ancnt &cl-dross, would ha Ye no m~, 1ns. 
of getting ballot papers. Th" ballot paper 
would be posted to the address on the roll, 
although probably tho elector would not be 
at that address. :Most oi these people take 
an interest in local ctuthority affairs and com 
into the town of Richmond, and a .-cry heavy 
1·ote was polled there on the dcty of th~ elec­
tion. If the Order in Council had not been 
cancelled at the request of the ratcpc>yors of 
the \Vyangarie Shire Council, th(~re v:oulcl 
have been a big-ger l'O\V in this Chan1h .. .r o-\'t.'r 
the In;:_dter than thl.,.rc is at the prc,n-aL i~rne 
over tho cancellation. I strongly object, and 
l think ever~.' rrH_rnbc'r of this House s~1ould 
object, to ~ u::.:.derhand nL~thocls or an~: 
taltlpering thr franchis,,; g1·, nt,cd by th{s 
G ;ycrnnlPnt 'fld::r the Local ALlthori'irs 1.\.ct. 
Q;hcr conncils have the decencv to carrv n. 
t:n~tion ~.s:king for permission frOrn th8 IiZ.rne 
Sccrchay to carry out their po11 post: but 
Chi~ man c· .. -identlv '.Yants to run council 
and run tbc couuC :Hors. and bas done so for 
the l- st thrc; ~-car"'· I rlo not kHo>v h'v-r he is 
roin::__ to g-et on >rvith the ne·/: coanciEors. In 
the na "'t h.' has run the councillors. and he 
endeLnxonrt d to do the sume at s~n--Lt, :Jnd a 
a rcsnlt was given the whisper to ;·,pply for 

nue other plat'C. 
:\1r. l{n..;-G: IIe w~s not Tc·n1oY d. Tie 

appliC'cl for and got another job. 
:::-r. ltiOllD.A:_\f: \'."\~ D-11 kno1>.~ <tbout p-.:ople 

nppl:vir;g for :mother job .. I d<; nc,t '7"t. 
to dca1 \Vlth hln1, as I bcbevc 111 a po11ey 
of lin:: and let live;· but, if he is going to 
try to put. sor.ncthing o\-cr me. I v.-ill :lvo­
thc hon. mon:b' ,. for Logan a full kno 
o£ the rnnn who is acting as clerk fol' 
\Yyc<ngaric Shire Council. 

~.Ir. E~I?\G (TdJ(fcn): The hon. 1l1Cnlbcl­
has bcon speaking all the tim£' \Yith hi::; 
ton0·ne in his clLt 1:. That is lllY fnm Le1ief. 
l-Ie'"' is altogether wrOllg in ,;s-Ltrni·.g· t~·.t 
the clerk took this action on bis O\Yn 

;ccount. 1-I:- ,,~as a\"'ting for th c0nnciL 
Lr-t 1ne rer'Rnitnlate the facts of the L :-<e. 
In the f:rst _._plr.c:, tho clerk '\Yas do•.:n in 
Brisbane and s2v: l\1r. Chnt£'r and d;~- .i~scd 
the mfltkr ,~ith him. j\Jr. Chu'~e,. told hi;n 
to 1nuln' appl1c'oJion. I-Ie did rn.akc applila­
tion-not Ulcder the d1rection cf the cou,F'll 
but on behalf of the council. rr re!urnin[; 
o:;ln~r. 

~Ir. RroHDA~: I-lc nCY€'r hLd an:· p·_r,nis­
sion from the council. 

Mr. KI~G: IIc noycr hcv:-1 any p01 TI1!" 

sion, but hP made applica-tion 011 bf 11 df f'f 
the counciL rrhis is the V< ay the l;:ttel~ 
starts~ 

"RC'fC'rring to m:v conv0rsation v,·ith 
vou of recent date, I beg r<"cpectfully to 
lnal~e a.p!?licat.ion ~n )~cha1f of the ""\Vyan­
gane Shue CounCil. 

:Ylr. WEIR: He had no authority. 
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Mr. Kil'\G: Never [l ind abou that. 
That 1v:1~ in Septen1_ber. Ile got rr reply 
iu Septcn1bcr, and at the Octobct· nlect.ng 
that letter was dic:.:ussod b;· the fnll council, 
1rii.h the c-x:ccption of ono mcn1lxr, 3r1r. 
Llc;..yelyn, who \vas not pr0:3-cnt at the open­
ing of the meeting-. and did not attend until 
thr~ aftPrnoon. 

The letter from t.he Home Department was 
difcussed at the council meeting. I will 
read it~ 

"I have the honour, by direction, to 
inform you that His Excellency tho 
LieutPnant-C!.ovcrnor, '"·ith the adyicc of 
the Exet utive Council, has been pleased 
to direct that when a poll is requireJ to 
b0 taken in the shires of Bauhinia. Bun· 
gil, and iVyangarie it be taken in th·' 
mode wescribed in Rules 46 to 62 cf tho 
Third Schedule to the Local Authorities 
Acts, 1902-1925 (Postal Ballot)." 

That w:1s written on 18th September. 
1926, and "as diocussed at the October meet­
ing. It is Mr. Llewelyn who is causing all 
the trouble !lOW. Later on, at the Nonnnbcr 
wueting. prior to tho execution of th • 
minute, the full details of the minute·' were 
sent to eYery member of tho counci1, and 
there wa-s not a single ob.i ection. l\i othing 
n1ore was said until :G1arch last, 'vhen the 
hon. n1en1ber for Burke ·was asked to inter~ 
ferc. Bv >Yhom was he a2ked to interfere? 
The hon: mern.ber for Burke took action and 
:,n . ...,v the I-Ic 110 Secretary, who, acting on the 
information given him by thet hon. member. 
cancelled the proclatnation. He never n1ade 
i11qu:irics. 

The IIo:.\IE Sr:cRETARY: I n1n,dc inquiries 
froni the council. 

:-I1·. KING: The Home Secretary did not 
ask the clerk of the \Vyangarie Shire Council 
whether his action was endorsed by the 
council or not. but he took it that it w ·c; not. 
He ought to haYe ascertained whether it was 
endorsed. It wa:; endorsed at the subsequent 
r.wetings in October and KO\-ember. Tho 
·hire cierk' action was confirmed by the 
member-. of the council with the exception 
of onP. 

:'\1r. RIORDAN: How is it the councillors 
were surprised in March when the shire 
eL•rk r<'ad the letter he had rc~eivcd in 
fJetober. 

Mr. KING: I cannot understand that. 
It mu-t have been the new council. 

:\Jr. RroRDAN: I\o, it was not. 

=vlr. KING: If the hon. momb('r consult, 
the minutes, he will see that the letter was 
discu~<-ed, and there could not have been 
nny surnrise on the part of the members of 
tho cou;1cil. The members of the council 
weret so disgusted at the treatment thoy had 
rccciYed in connection with the postal ballot 
that they thought it was useless to have it 
discussed and it might as well be declared 
off. They looked upon it as a dead letter, 
and abso.lutoly worthless, and that is why 
they asked to have it declared off. I hap­
pened to be at the conference, and know 
\Vhat took place there. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke) : The only weak· 
ne.,', about the argument of the hon. me,n­
bcr for Logan is the surprise of the whole 
of the councillors at the letter read by the 
Fhiro clerk at the March meeting. They 
I\ ere all astounded. I have not met one 

of the old councillors who was in favour 
of thtl postal ballet. I know that Mr. 
).1urray, the chairman, was hostile to it. 
Ho was surprised when he heard that it 
wao proposed to conduct the ballot by post. 
He \Yas awav at the time. He sa.id the 
majority of the council were opposed to the 
election of candidates by postal ballot, as it 
left itself oprn to bad practices and defeated 
the object of the franchise given to the 
people. The election later by the council 
was reallv a vote of censure on the 
shire clerk·. The hon. member tries to gloss 

it oyer. 'I'he facts arc that the 
[2.30 p.m.J rcttC',··ayers' association helcl a, 

public nH:'eting, bv.t there was no 
discussion by me1nhers of tho council. The 
l'[Jtcpavcrs' association could EOt get one 
n:embor returned. Although the Australian 
Labov.t· Party candidates, in spite of the 
whole of the criticism and intrigue and 
efforts to get them squelched for something 
\Yhich it "as said they were trying to do 
"underhand," polled a majority of the votes 
in the town, it was weeks before they could 
get any knowledge of what had taken place 
in the CJuntr_v district~. The balloting in 
t1,1e country dj, tricts ~vas an a~"_o)nte farce. 
I.\ L'n tho rnar, who 1s novv cn~urr:tHtn was 
1nost perturbed and hoped that the ballot 
'.could ha;-c b,,2n cwcclled, and I believe 
that, if anybody had liked to interest himself 
in the 1natt.er and kick up a ro·\v and have 
a:L i1•quiry made into the conduct of the 
clr•ction, it wo-uld have been decl:cred null 
and void. In regard to this "pure moTino'~ 
Mhirc clerk, I am sure that he has not the 
confidcl.co of the people now on the council, 
anJ the reason \Yh~~ the resolution objecting 
b the pcctal b:ll!ot y·as sent down to the 
Local _\uthm·itics' Conference is that th~ 
cenncil as a whole believe in allowing a 
ma,n to go to the ballot-box and record his 
Yotc at a sc"rct ballot as allowed in other 
forms of election. I feel sure that, if the 
Hom(l Seetdary inv<' ,tigates the case, he 
will find that these arc the facts. 

Mr. KERR (Eno(f(Jcra): I realise that the 
Ron1e s,-.crctn·y has jurisdiction over s.ome 
nf our mo't important departments. I 
frankly admit that he uses a great deal of 
(·D;J1lnon sense and syrnpathy in administer:ii]g 
his department, but we can go too far in 
regard to charity, although perhaps the 
cst:1blishmcnt of new activities under the 
I-Iome Se('retary's Department warrants the 
increase of £50,000 in the expenditure com­
pared with a few yea.rs ago. That is 
cxclusiyc of OLrtdoo-r relief, which possibly 
will be discussed at a later stage. It is 
not gcn0rally realised that tho Government 
brYe taken a good deal of 01·edit for what 
thee· term humanitarian legislation, whereas 
the receipt by the Home Secretary's office of 
the " Golden Casket" money has more than 
equalled the total appropriation for all the 
hoopitals, including the base hospitals in 
Brisbane. Rockhampton, etc., and several 
other institutions, paying all the salaries of 
the nurses, and the directors or superinten­
dents in each case, thus relieving the revenue 
of the State. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Don't be silly. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NORKS: You 
are rambling. 

:\Jr. KERR: The tot,] net proceeds from 
the ''Golden Casket" in 1926-2'/ V\'c1·e 

£21!',000, wherc1ts the total appropriation 
for these charitRbie institutions amounted 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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to £186,778, showing that not a great deal 
of credit is due to ihe Government for 
utilising revenue for hosp~tal purposes. It 
is not a question of whether I believe in the 
" Golden Casket " or othenvise. It is .i ust 
as well for the people to understand that 
it is not through the generosity of the 
Treasury that these things arc done. The 
pavn1c-nts have been rnade out of another 
fund which in the long run relieves the 
Government of the payment of a considcr­
abh~ an1ount of n1oney. 

In common with other members of the 
Opposition, I desire again to voice mv 
objection to the hospital tax. I can hardly 
conceive that another session of Parliament 
has pa--sed and no endeavour is mftde to 
remove this inquitious taxation. It is well 
known that each year the hospitals estimate 
their receipts and their expenditure-in most 
cases the expenditure is in excess of the 
receipts-and the balance is made up by a 
contribution of 60 per cent. by tho Govern­
ment, and a contribution of 40 per cent. by 
the local authorities. I cannot understand 
the adoption in a democratic country, far 
le;_, by an allegedly demoLratic party, of a 
principle providing for the upkeep of hospi­
tals by taxation on land. On the face of it, 
anyone with knowledge at all will rndily 
realise that the only proper way tD maintain 
our hospitals is by a tax on the incomes of 
the people. Many people to-day arc finding 
it extremely difficult to pay their rates, and, 
whether they he poor or rich-a number of 
them are on the basic wage-they must 
share in the responsibility of meeting the 
precept levied on the local authorities. That 
is a grave injustice not only to the people 
in the country who make a living from the 
land, hut to the workers in the cities of 
Queensland. After having the legislation 
in existence for so long, and after receiving 
so many protests practically throughout the 
length and breadth of Queensland, the Go­
vernment should recognise that something 
is wrong. The taxation is wrong in prin­
ciple, and that in itself should be a sufficient 
reason why the Government should alter 
the legislation. The municipal rates and the 
water rates within the metropolitan area 
are extremely heavy and a burden upon the 
people. I do not know on what ground the 
present hospital tax can be justified. It has 
been argued-it is the only argument that 
can be advanced-that there are many people 
who do not possess property but reside in 
flats, and that this practico is en the increase. 
It is argued that there are men of wealth 
v:ho are able to live in comfort without 
incurring the responsibility of a home, and 
that they are nDt paying anything towards 
the upkeep of the hospitals, notwithstanding 
the fact that they are permanent residents 
of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Who 
pays the 60 per cent. provided by the Go­
vernlnont? 

J\i1r. KERR : In some cases people are 
subject to a double tax. \Vhy should some 
people be calied upon to make a double 
payment when others pay nothing at all? 
It is no argument to say that the 60 per 
cent. is paid hy the people to whom I have 
rcf0rrcd. The Government should net forgot 
that their best argument is not to say that 
these people pay the tax, because in many 
cases these people are subject to a double 
tax, 

[Mr. Iierr. 

The SECRETARY FOil I'L'BLIC \YORKS: Your 
party in \Vestern :\ustralia imposed a wages 
tax. 

:'dr. KERR: I do not care what they did 
in \Yestern Australia. It is a wrong prin­
ciple to impose a hospital tax on that section 
of the peo,)le who happen to own their 
homes. Tho're are up to fifty hotels in Bris­
bane whose accommodation is taxed by 
pcrrnancnt boarders, and it is not fair or 
reasonable to think that these people should 
be totally exempt from the payment of this 
tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC WORKS : \Vhere 
does the hotelkeeper get 1is money from to 
pay the tax? I suppose it falls down from 
the sky? 

Jl.lr. KERH: The hon. gentleman is won­
derful! 

I listened with a good deal of attention tn 
the remarks of the hon. member for Bulimba, 
v.rho is a GoYern1nent representative on th~ 
Fire Brigades Board. For SDII18 c·cars the 
progress associations at Newmarket, Alderlcy, 
Enoggera, and Gaythorne have been agitat. 
ing for the e,tablishment of a fire station in 
the diotrict. I am glad to know that their 

. representations have rL'Ceivcd the favourable 
consideration of the board. I understand 
from the hen. member for Bulimba that the 
Brisbane fire district is being extended to 
ernbrace Enoggera and that a sub-station 
"ill be e3tablished at Alderley. I hope 
the Brisbane City Council will place no 
obstacle in the way of having the old council 
chamhcrs there placed at the disposal of 
the brigade for housing the 2nb-station. It 
is a most suitable spot. A fire station is 
absolutely essential in that district. It was 
gratifying to hear that the sub-station is 
to be controlled by a permanent staff. I 
hope that the decision of the board will 
be conmmmated at an early date. 

I wish to bring forward one other matter 
on this vote. It is in relation ID the ferry 
at Moggill, which provides access between 
the Brisbane and Ipswich sides of the river. 
A difference at present exists between the 
Brisbane and Ipswich city councils over the 
matter. It is the old story of divided control 
which the Brisbane City Council has evi­
clentlv not overcome. I d"sire to know if 
the Government have any well-defined policy 
to meet such C<Lses. It is usele's for the two 
councils to co:11e together, as their view· 
points are diametrically opposed to each 
other. I would suggest to the Home Secre­
tary that he should call representatives of 
tho two hodics tDgether, hear their views 
on the question, and then lay down some 
principle as a solution of the trouble. The 
i\foggill ferry s••rves a largo number of 
farmers in my electorate, and enables them 
to take their cream and produce across 
the river. There iR Do reasor1 vvhy this ferry 
should not be made a free ferry. '\Ve have 
our free ferries in the city, but I under­
stand that the Ipswich Council is the stum­
bling block. That council contends that the 
people on the Moggill side of the river 
u tilisc the ferry to a greater extent than 
the people on the Ipswich side, and, there­
fore. the ferry exists mainly in their 
interests. The dispute should not he allowed 
to continue from month to month. It is 
th' duty of the councils to face their respon­
sibility, and I hope the Home Secretary 
will take suitable actiDn tD end the dispute. 
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Mr. LLOYD (Ilelvin Grove): It is difficult 
to take seriously one of the statements made 
by the hon. member for Enoggera. The 
hon. member stated that a person living in 
a flat does not pay rates. I have had my 
rent raised twice while living in a flat and 
vn och occasion was told that the reason 
\Yas an inerease in rates, so that it is most 
absurd to say that tenants do not pay rates. 
People "'ho conduct residentials do not let 
room> or flats on lease except for short 
periods, and they do not do it as a hobby. 

l\Ir. Knm: Some people that I know of 
have twcl.-e-months' lease of a flat at a 
flat rate. 

Mr. LLOYD: The charge for rat.cs must 
be passed on. 

With regard to a certain matter mentioned 
bv the hon. member for Wynnum rcgardmg 
t!;e death of a child under circumstances 
which, if the statements outlined are sub. 
stantiated, point to certain unsatisfactory 
conditions in the VI attlebrae Hospital and 
the other hospitals concerned, I do not dis­
pute rto•ything that the hon. gentleman says; 
in far t, I belie re that it was literally correct. 
In order, hov. ever, that there should be no 
misunderstanding as to the position of the 
Hospitals Board, I should like to make it 
clear that it is no fault of the bo"rd that 
that 1uattcr '"as not exhaustively inveqti­
gatcd some rnonths ago. I will read from 
the minutes of the board a statement by the 
Pre~idcnt of the Hospitals Board-

" Mr. Barnes had previously made a 
eomplaint to me as chairman of the 
Ho>;Jitals Board by telephone. I immedi­
RtehT dre·,v up a rnemorandun1 setting 
out ·Aatcments made from the parents 
of the child, and requested the genera! 
mcdiu!l superintendent to furnish a 
report. Upon receipt of the report I 
imiructed the manager to send a copy 
to Mr. Darncs with the intention of also 
bringing the matter before the board. 
In the n"oantimc .Mr. Bm·nL' saw 
:\Ir. Mackay and followed his interview 
with u request for an inquiry. I\1r. 
:.Iackay next brought the matter under 
my notice. After reading JY1r. Barnco' s 
n:equest I telephoned him and made the 
sug-:~estion that he should get a person 
ekillcd in taking statements to take a 
'tatcment from the parents of tht> child 
lis then there would be something definite 
upon c-:hich to settle the subject matters 
o£ inquiry. l\1r. Barnos agre~d h my 
>ug,:;estion. In the meantime t!H matte~­
' ame before the board which decided to 
defer consideration of the matter until 
a :-,taten1ent or son1e comn1unication was 
r~C•lived from the department. A£t.c r 
ce·:eral attempts I managed to get 
::\Li'. Barnes on the telephone on \Vednes­
da,- la,t, when he informed me that the 
parents would not proceed further with 
the matter as they were afraid they 
might cause harm to the nm·,c·,_ I 
pointed out to Mr. Barnes it made it 
impossible for the board to pro.secute an 
inquiry if the complainants were not 
prepared to proceed with their com­
plaints, with which Mr. Barnes agreed. 
I propose to submit a copy o£ this 
memorandum to the board at its next 
mu:~ting." 

A cor•c· was accordingly submitted and 
recorded in the transactions of the board. 
Sine<' then Mr. Barnes has induced the 
parents to make .a comple-te statement and 
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the fullest inwstigation will be made into 
the matter. I should like to make it clear 
that I do not for one moment suggest that 
the hon. member for iYynnum in any .,-ay 
misrepresented the position, but in case an 
impre9sion should get abroad tlL1t the BrlS· 
htne and South Coast Hosp1tals Board 
treats matters like this lightly. I haYe made 
the statement that I have on the matter. 

Something has been said concerning the 
disregard of traffic rules in the streets of th0 
metropolis, and doubtless in other largf' 
centres of this State. There is one matter 
which I have not heard mentioned, and that 
is the serious inconvenience, and in some cas0s 
the danger to pedestrian traffic by pavemcni ,, 
in the city being blocke-d up by enclosures for 
building purposes. \Ve ha Ye an illustr" · 
tion of that at the corner of George and 
Queen streets, where a good deal of the 
pavement is enclosed for building purpooes. 
It cannot possibly be necessary that, during 
the \Yhole process of the erection of a 
buiUing· like that, so much of the pan­
ment should be endosed. Taking a glance 
inside ono cannot see any reason why the 
work that is being done within that enclosed 
space should nDt bo done ehcY>'here. Ccr­
tainlv there should bo ~ome protection of the 
publ{c against acci-dent by obje"i~ fa!lin 0: on 
them from above. But that could be done 
by putting a strong roof over the pave1nent. 
As for the work of trimming blocks of stone. 
n1ixing concr·(te, and odds and ends like 
trat, that could be done somc\·;hcre else. I 
do not know whether the contractor pays 
rent for the pavement or not, bnt even if he 
doPs. there ar·o other far n1oro ··uitable 
places Yvhere that work could b:, carried on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORKS : The 
contrr.ctor get~. perlni,,~.ion fron1 the Count:!. 

Mr. LLOYD : He gets permission from 
the City Coancil, but the Home Sccrchry 
is the Minister who has general control of 
all these matters, and I think I am not 
straining the rules of debate too far in draw­
ing attention to this, bec:wsc the control 
of traff-ic has h•n di2cussed at some length. 
and it n1ust be a serious inconvenience to 
those n1otorists-thcre are somo n:wtoristd ,yho 
do not wish to run over pede si rians if they 
can possibJy help it-it must be an incon~ 
1·eni-ence to motorists of that desirable kind 
tD haYe the rather narrow part of the 
strnct which should be roseryed for wheel 
trafflc used by pedestrians, and the pavcn}ent 
blocked up. I trust the officials in the Home 
Department, who nra concerned with local 
government matters will get in touch with 
the City Council and, if neceesary, with other 
councils throughout the State and find out 
if there is not some ·way· of aYoiding thP 
Rcrious nui.:ance and serious dan£~:cr to traffic 
by forcing pedestrians to go on to the 
middle of the street. 

\Vith regard to the traffic hnn, I thin]; 
we have enough laws at the present time. 
The question is as to their enforcement. On 
all sides we find traffic law di,regarded, not 
bc<'ausc of any want of alertneqs or efficiency 
on the part of the police, but because there 
are not enough police to cope with the 
breaches of the traffic laws. The rule' of 
the road, particularly the rule about kc~p· 
ing to the left side of the track, are being 
disregarded at every corner except where 
a nniformod policeman is on duty. They 
are even disregarded at the entrance to 
Parliament House. The other night I barely 

Mr. Lloyd.] 
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escaped being run over by a car coming 
through the entrance on the right-hand side. 
It was only by c;pringing on to a flower bL , 
that I spared the State the expense and 
inconvenience of a by-election. 

The matter of push bikes has been men­
tioned. As long as pu .h bikes keep on the 
part of the road reserved for wheel traffic 1 
do not knew that they are of very much 
danger to people other than their riders. 
But the practice is becoming general to ride 
push bikes along the pavemenb and the 
Commonwealth Government is a~1ongst the 
greatc<:.t offenders in this n1atVw, because 
we se'J telegraph boys Tiding on push bikes 
across the pavements in the heart of the 
city., I!"! other parts of the city where the 
population does not ''"arrant tho whole of 
the pavement bcoing asphalted, the council 
a•·phalt half of it, and that pmtion is so 
frequently used by cyclists in order to e:ct 
a Nll1?oth track that young childr:_'n "'' ho ~re 
walkn1g: along and smnetirnos pla:~ing on 
the r;sp11alt+.d pa~t arc constantl.v-- in c1anger. 
If one reports the rnattei· to the Dolicc it 
will recei;;c attcution. but the police_l have so 
:rnany things in hand tha.t it is impossil·le 
for the, n to a~ :,end to ali cases of lwf:.arh of 
tr~,ffic la~·" . IIo;,-~·ever, it is no us·:!" issuing 
fn··-,h instn:r::tions on the n1attcr, a3 th~ro 
a!.'O plcniy of instructlons giv01l alrE·a.dv. 
;Every 1 pel~··,');-1 '\h.o is driving or traY<-}lir~g 
111 a "\1'tl8Clea YC111cle kno\YS that. th rule of 
the Toad is to keep to tho left. E~.-u·vono 
kno··,-s that unle~·;;; there ia a uuifor.cncrJ. 
pJliceman in the middle of the street the 
driver- kec!.n to the nearest corner irr::.:spec­
tiye of whfth2r that corner is the ri')'ht or 
; ho left. Tho rc1nedy for the prrst.nt posi­
tion is to strcngth{·:l the police fon.r:.- 0£ 
(~O~t:;·~e. ~\;·o all kno'Y tl~c difficu]ty, but it is 
'~aH1-I uo n.ot 1-:no'v \vrth 1-vh;·t -correctnt .:;­
that Cl:rt-,a1n GoYer:nlnent departnlr"lts have 
laboul' which rnight be; d1sp~ns.·c1 \vith. If 
~o: it ';·o~ld b~ a good idea to tr.' t.o a~--<~r­
b:un v·netn~Jr tnerc arc young n1..:n of r:ood 
physifple and intE: 1Jigcnco in se -ne of .J e 
other dr·;art:ncn_~.~ ·., ho might be trrrn2ferrcd 
into the police force. The standard of 
qualification required rn-i~·ht be ·rdax··\1. jn 
regard, say, to chest rrleasurcnu~r t \V here 
there 1-YC.t'; other COillpens. ting clualificatio:ns. 
I£ there are den· rtJnents whirh nc 0 d deflnt­
.ing, I think s:.Lwthi:Gg 1night b·; done in 
that, clllTClion. TllG poEce fo!'C'C at the 
present tim.e is und£:·nnan:ned, and if th::tt 
-.tate of th-ings continues \Ye may get into a 
,-nry scriou~ pr:::-\;',ition indeed in Queu1sland. 
=.\1,_;. own electorate is ptlrticl11ar1y rnfortu­
' ate in t 1•at n 3JWcl. It has as big- a popu­
lahon a.; n!any country towns v.-hich h_,_,, .•, 
P·=-·rhaps, thTee or four policentr<l ayail~blc, 
but my electorate has g-ot onlv one poli~e­
mnn. . He is an exceptionally "capable man, 
Lu_t he 1~ only hun1an. ..:\nd soino day Romo­
thmg ,,-,]l harmen at one end of the district 
Y;hile the policeman is at the oth 'l' end. 
l am not sugg0sting that n1v electOrate is 
"\Yorse than some other places: It tak(s n1e 
all mv time to attend to my oy·n electorate, 
gnd I have not time to " stidcvb0·-:1< " into 
other placC'.', but I know perfectlY well th1t 
the man ,vho is tht-re i~ doi:Jg- sl:o )c~hrtrHJ ~cl 
v ork that ought to be done by thr, e !non. 

::Yir. EDWARDS (Nanango): I would iike 
to refer to the unfairness of t]w :Hospitals 
~·t ... "\Ve kno';: how unjustly 1 he in<:ide.nf'o 

o'- tnrs Act fa11s upon th.-3 ratepayers, who 
ar;, first of all asked to pav 40 ne·r cent. of 
the upkeep of the hospitals tln·ough the 

f Jfr. Lloyd. 

local authorities, and then, on the top of 
that, have to pay their share of the other 
60 per cent., while, on the other hand many 
~alaried men who possibly have 'larger 
mcomes than the ratepayers themselves get 
out of paying anything at all for the UJ;keep 
of the hospitals. I hope the time when that 
will be altered is not far distant. 

[3 p.m.] 

ThEre are worse features m tho 
administration of the Hospitals Act than 
appeat• on the surface. I had occasion to· 
intro-duce to the Secretary for Public \V arks 
when he was in the Nanango district som~ 
t~Jt1C a~o ope!ling a butter factory, a deputa­
tion, wno pomted out to him the difficulties 
the Nanango hospital was labouring under. 
It ¥vas definitely :=.ho1-vn to the Minister on 
that occasion that 80 per cent. of the patients 
who use the Nanango hospit-11 come from 
territory where the ratepayers help to pay 
for the upkeep of the Toowoomba hospital. 
I do not know what the Minister did in th·• 
matter, but he made a general promise that 
he would put it before the Home Depart­
ment. In a case like that I think it is 
c bsolutely unjust to ask the Nanango hos­
pi1.al commith;,! to carr:~ on its work. Son1e 
c ltcr."tion should be made in thc, boundariv; 
when 80 por cent. of the patients come from 
a district which is taxed for tho unkcep of 
?.noiher hospital n1ilcs awa--r· and in a. 
diffcre11t district altogether. ~~ sin1ilar con­
dition of things obtains at the other end 
of tho Sout1,ern Burnett. Idanv of the 
people who are paying for the t;nkeep o£ 
th:> Gympio hospital under the opel-ations of 
the Ho~pitals Act arc using tho \Vondai 
hospital. They do not go to the Gympie 
bospi'u<l at all. These two inst<mces show 
how nnju~d:v th) } ... et is workin ;r out. If all 
~1c:;pi-~-~tla. "'::re under the ..c\ct, I suppose 
tL0sc diffi~nltics could be adju3t')d so that 
there v.-ould be lc:os injustice than at present· 
but, \vhilo so:r1o of the hosnitals remai~ 
out.~idc and are managed b;~ con1mitteLs­
'' ho provide for their upkeeo_:_and thev do 
mako very big lfforts to se~~ that the "has­
pi"' ..tls in the couutrY district3 are well 
• quippc~l-the people 1vh? use thcrn and help 
to p.1y for them ehould not be taxed for 
the upkeep of di-trict hosiJitaL under the 
Ad. Why it should be so- year after year 
n be"~ end n1e. Thd Gov·ernmcnt should take 
the m,,tter in hand immediatelv and trv to 
bring about some altel~ation. ~ " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRl:5: It is a 
qnestion of altering shire bm.::.ndttries. 

~VIr. EDWARDS: I am told that it 
requires t 110 alteration of only three words 
i11 the Act, and, if that is so, I think it 
slwuld be drno at once. I am sure the 
SecrEtary for Public '.V arks, when he received 
that deputation, was particularly struck bv 
the d~Hiculties the N anango people are 
la.bourmg under. He could not be otherwise. 
The hospital boundary was only a few miles 
fwm where ho was sitting at the time. If 
tlw people beyond that boundary did not go 
to the I\ "-"an go hospital, they would come 
to tf"lo Bri:,bane hospital or the Ipswich 
hosprt<tl. or to a hospital in some district 
nearer Brisbane. It scclTls that 11tt1o care 
ard attention has been given to dc:ining the 
l,oundaries, and in the intcre:::ts of Countrv 
lwspitals. I ho~le the Home Secretary wifl 
go into the Jn:tttcr irnmcdiatdv ,vith & view 
to tryiPg to relieve the pe~')le of this 
i11justicc. He mnst know that' tho upkeep 
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of many of our country hospitals is a big 
strain on the people, seeing that they have 
to contribute to the upkeep of one hospitr,] 
from which they receive no benefit whatever, 
and are also subscribers to the hospital they 
a,re using. That seems to be altogether 
unfair. 

I wish to 1nake some comment on our 
traffic by-laws and the control of traffic 
within the city area. I think that the whole 
of our difficulty is created by 2 per cent. or 
a little more of the drivers of motor vehicles. 
Y ery often young lads are in charge of 
heavy motor lorries, and they are not pre­
pared to give an ordinary rnotor driver hi~ 
share of the road, to which he is justly 
eutitled. I have seen accidents averted by 
just a hair's breadth. It seems to be the 
pP ,tim,' of these heavy motor lorry drivers 
to see how near thoy can shave a lighter 
Yehicle without striking it. Ono can also 
\litness such practices in the city of Bris~ 
l.:tne. If theo:e erratic drivers were rudely 
a wa1{cn:_d to the nec;=---:-~ity for cvn1n1on sense, 
and it w.cs impressed upon them that they 
must keep to their proper side of the road 
aLd t2ke no ris\:-', we would re·nedy a lot 
of our trcffic clifiiculties. Anyone who is 
ob:~-2rvant ·will notice motor c~rs traYersing 
a siT( 't corner as if their ono object v;a_ 
to sha.-o the people on the footpath as closely 
as possible. That is a 1nost dangerous 
practice, and it i..:; a \YOnder that more 
accidc:cts hg vo not occurred on these corners. 
I an1 sure that the close approach of the 
Yehicles to the footpaths io not due to 
inabilitv to drive, but is in dcfiar·L J of tho 
la\V, a1~~d done vvith a vie,,v to showing 110\V 

near they can appr Jach to tho pe-destrian~ 
ar1d iho lighter vehicles. I hope that cycry 
c'l'ort will bo .n.tde he· the police to s'e that 
thc"'P recldf.:-.'3 drivers--they r_rc only r ... very 
srnall f"_rccnt ;_go-keep to their prop ~1.· 
pr.) }~ion ~a the road, particular!:- in hEavy 
t!' ,If;c. 

J\h-. H. M. RUSSELL (Toornlnd): As a 
mc·tropolitan n1cmber thoro arc one or tY:O 
1nattcrs that appeal to 1ne, and on \vhich 
I fePl that I Ehou1d CXl)l'·-~"'3 n1y opinion. 
Dealing first of all with tlaflic problems 
it must be admitted that the clutir; of the 
police are b?CJining rnore exacting y( n· by 
year as n1otol· trafEc grows. It must be 
admitted that, with the cantx force at 
their disl)Osal, the Police Dopartn1cnt ia 
doing vei'y well. I would suggest, for the 
, afety of pedt ,trians, that in laq;c centres 
of population, particularly in Brisbane, the 
ref!·ulations regarding stopping places n1ight 
b;:, altered co'.sit!Prttbly. The syst· m adopted 
p~rta 'ning to the trHmwa:; s in Brisbane is 
that in Queen street, for cxan1pl(', tran1s 
~top only at the beginning and end of the 
sc::tion, anrl also at the Post Office. Those 
aro compubor_:. stopping places. In vic'v 
of the incrca · ing motor traffic and the 
danger to pedestrians, it \Yould be ·wise 
to insist on further stopping places in streets 
like Queen street to enable the traffic police· 
man to direct the Ychicu!ar und pedP .trian 
traffic n1ore easily. The polict~n1 'ell on traffic 
duty in Queen street does his be t to hold 
the traffic for a mo1n~nt for the convenience 
oi the pedestrians; but the latter are in 
fr,~r of their lives becaus9 gi·,...,n,t nurnber? 
cf motor dri-vers disregard the po] ic;.;~nan 
e_ud a gc-~d deal of misunderstanding arises 
i11 co•1sequcnce. It is no good then1 arguing 
after the event. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC "WORKS: A good 
deal of the trouble is caused because pedes­
trians will not watch the traffic. 

:\Ir. H. M. RUSSELL: 'l'here is a growing 
custom with pedestrians to cross the streets 
at the corners ; but such corners as the­
intersections of Queen and Creek streets, 
Que>en and Edward streets, and Queen and 
\Vb arf streets are very bad corners. The 
policemen at those points have very great 
difriculty in controlling the traffic. The 
pedestrians endea.-our as far as possible 
to conform to the traHic regulations. I 
admit thero arc exceptions, and that a good 
deal more education is required to prevent. 
pedestrians from "jay walking." I would 
suggest that compulsory stopping places in 
busy thoroughfares be marked by bands of 
whito cement in the concrete or bitumen 
roads, such as we see in tho larger cities 
of the world. That is a fixture, and, being 
\I hit(', does not wear off like paint and is 
easily discernible, 'While the " silent cop" 
F·2i'vcs a useful purpose it is, nevertheiess, 
"" great menace to the life of pedestria.ns. 
One such " con " is to be found at the corner 
of Elizabeth ·and Creek streets, and, while 
it svrYcs to duect traffic into ce-rtain chan­
nel', nevertheless the pede,tnan crossmg the 
street there is at timE's fac cl with traffic 
co1ning- four ~..tys. In 1ny opinion, the 
" cop"' th"~re accentuate,.:; the trouble. It 
~"·ill be nev:)ssarv at the;,o bus"\ corners to 
:::upply further {raflic policemc1; 1.rho, after 
all, 'tc the best guarank0 for the safety 
of the pedestrian. The " sile-nt cop " can 
be utilis~d at corners where the pedestrian 
tn=tflic is less dense than at the corners I 
h::tvc enumerated. 

Th2 regulation concerning tho ,·,\vitch of 
the tail light is quite right. The driver· 
in order to protect himself no\v has only 
to S'•Yitch off his tc.il light immediately_; 
bnt I scq no nece::-3ity why tho tail light 
.,hoald bo transferred fro1n the r0ar of the 
tnudgun.rd to the centre of C1e back of 
the car. It is not cvnvenicnt for a great 
unn1b-::r of the cars to adopt this alteration. 
,,- c;·y often it will be found that certain 
typf~"l of ca.rs have elabor 1tc, gear at the 
back to hold the spare wheel ;vhich is 
fa~tcncd to the fr :rr1e of tho c·t,'. Tlw regula­
tions have h' {~n altered h '') n1any fi1nes 
and the~ pocplo haYo bccom-~ sornC\Yhn.t cxa'5-
rcndcd at the frequent chan:::es. 

I see ro rt,iSOn \' hy any o-,vner of a car 
Pbonld Le cornpelled to shift his i· jl light 
and his number plate from the re,n· of the 
mudguard to the middle of the back of the 
c .r. I "ould suggc,t that whU'c it would 
involve exte-nsive structural nltorations the 
o .·nNs of cars which have tail lights and 
number plates affixed at the rear of the mud· 
~·uard should be nllo\vcd to retain thcn1 in 
that position, as it will not hinder the tnffio 
poiice to allow that to continue for the 
present. 

In regard to the point nieed b:: the hon. 
n-:en1ber for Too--..vong, the :rviinister '\'Yas 

rnther brief in his reply. \YhctlH r the hon. 
~<cnticman rr~fcrs to wait the result of the 
exan1ination by exp.:rts \.VG do not know, 
but the fact remains that the public is vcr.1· 
ll~-£,''-'iY reg8 rding tho a1leged pollution of 
t:1,: ri .. ~or at Luggage Point.. \Yo aro 
iLdt.btod to tho Co1nn1ifnior .. er of Public 
Health. for La!ling the attention of the com· 
munit~ to what he co":siders is a m.cnacP. I 
r:-athc; from his report that he 1s rather 

llh. II. !11. B11ssell.] 
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inclined to think that this continued pollu· 
tion will become a menace to the public 
health. The matter has been referred to the 
Metropolitan \Vater Supply and Sewerage 
Board, which says that it will appoint a body 
of cx11erts to examine the position. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That 
board has appointed a committee which is 
now· inquiring into the matter. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Within one mile 
of Luggage Point there is certain contamina· 
tion that is undesirable for the fishing in 
those waters. Under the scheme adopted four 
years ago, when trc,atment works were 
erected at Luggage Point, the idea \'tras that 
the sewage should be so treated that the 
effluent \Yould be innocuous and practically 
colourlePs. Great diYersity of opinion 
existed as to what system should be followed 
in the disposal of the sewage, one section of 
opinion favouring tho treatment at sev;age 
farms, whilst another section was of opinion 
that it should be disposed of in a similar 
manner to what is operating to.day. A large 
,,ection of the public was somewhat alarme-d 
when it w.ac, learned that it had been decided 
to diEch'arge the effluent at Lugga,ge Point. 
great hostility being displayed to the idea. 
It was felt-and rightlv so I think-that 
it ~-',ould be unwise to discharge the cfflun1t 
into the river at all; that it should be carried 
.away, and, if po>sible, discharge{] in dccep 
water. On the assurance that the effluent 
'vould be innocuous and 11ract;callv colour­
less after it had been treated bv the "activated 
slud;c process, the board found that to 
--operate a echcn1c ha vir g a n1aximurn 
capacity of 5,{)0(),00{) gallons a dav would 
cost £;s.roo per annum. It was ·decided. 
therefore, on the advice of Colonel Longlcv. 
\Yho was then attached to the Commonwealth 
Department of Health, not to proceed with 
tho orig-inal project on the score of econom~~. 
but to treat the se,vage in tho 1nanncr in 
which it is being treated to·day. 

Instead of the actiYated sludge pro~css 
bci':g can·i;ed out as was primarily designed. 
sedimentation tanks are hcing used, with 
the remit that the e,c,aping effluent is passed 
into the river-not colourless and not innOcu­
ous. In fact. it has been stated quite rccontlv 
that the diluent is practically raw sewage. 
Public r,ttcntion has been called to this 
nuisilnce, but the board seems to be seep· 
tinl, and it is of the opinion that it is 
not necc'·~mry to go to such a largo cxpcnsf' 
in mabn:o the cffiuent innocuous. The 
board may-be right. I hope so. \t anv rate 
tho situation demands the fullest inquin.: 
becnus.-- our ·main consideration n1ust be the 
pre"crvation of the public health. If it 
had been thought in the first instance that 
our river was going to be polluted with a 
nocuous and dark fluid, I venture to ,ay that 
the present sewerage scheme would not hayc 
been a,doptod. We never thought for one 
moment that v:e wore going to have at the 
Yery entrance to the city this nocuous effltwnt 
being discharged into the river. It is no 
adYertisement to the city, and it must be 
a great nuisanco to the people living in 
tho neighbourhood. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC VVORKS : INhere 
do other citic' discharge their sewage? 

Mr. H. M. HUSELL: The great cities of 
the world do not dischaTge their sewage at 
their front door. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: In 
America they run it into the big lakes right 
alongside the city. 

[M1'. H. M. Russell. 

A GoYER::-!MENT JYIEliiBER: Lakes from \vhich 
the~· g-et their water. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The lakes of 
America are of considerable s1ze. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: So IS 

Moreton Bay. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Many of the fresh 
water lakes in An1crica are many tirnes 
larger than }foreton Bay. 'l'ho position is 
exemplified by a letter which appears in this 
morning's "Daily Mail." The opinion is 
offered there that the prc~ent conditions al 
Luggage Point ar,e sufficient to render innocu­
ous in its effects all the effluent for many 
years to come by the process of enormous 
dilution and oxidisation. I think I yoice 
tho opinion of those who live in the neigh· 
bourhood, and particularly of the people 
who ]iye at Cribb Island, Nudg<'3 Beach, 
and probably Sandgate, when I say that bY 
the continuous discharge of this effluent at 
Luggage Point the foreshores of these sea­
,,ide resorts will be contaminated. \Vo c:_n· 
not afford to run any risk whatever, ancl. 
if there is the slightest doubt about thi' 
effluent being innocuou·,,, it is the bounden 
duty of the board to rectify the dang<~r. 
and the GoYcrnmcnt must se,e to it that 
the treatment ;,vorks are operated in accord­
ance with the original idea and the efl1L!cnt 
discharged into the river and mcd,e ah-o!utcly 
innocuous and co1ourlcss. But if on expert 
examination it is found that our fears arc 
groundless, then no one dt "i~es to saddle 
the bc;nd with further cxpend1tur,e, because 
ah·ead-v it has a pretty hard row to hoe. It 
is at Its ·wits' end to make ends meet. and 
no one is desirous of increasing the harden 
at present on the shoulders of the ratepaycrc. 
The hon. member for \V,'nnum stated that. 
in his opinion, the forcshores of \Y ynntnn. 
whi«;h is carrying a vory ·large popub.tion 
to·da,·, also would probahly be ,affected by 
thi. clllucnt. It stands to reason that as 
the citv grO\YS in lJopulation, and as our 
se1veraic system extends to all the suburbs. 
before 1na11\ years are over the troatnH:-nt 
works will "be called unon to deal Y, ith a 
maximum quantity of · 5,0DO,OOO gallons a 
dav. and. if that effluent is allowed to esc.1pc 
into the· river without proper treatment, it 
must cause considerable damage to the fore· 
shore, I haYe n1entioncd. 

:\fr. HA='JLON (Ithaca): I ha Ye a sugi<CS· 
tion to make to the Minister to which I 
hope ho will be able to give some' considera· 
tion-that js with rec;ard to the issuing and 
renewing of motor.cli·iving licenses. At th~ 
beginning of the year there is a grcrtt deal 
o[ incom·eniencc caused to driYers through 
the crush at the traffic office to get their 
licenses renewed. The l\,1inistor 1night wel.1 
arrange for renewal licenses to bo given at 
p Jlicc stations in the different police districts 
in which motor·driving licensB holders live. 
\Yhilst it is quite necer,sary for a porsor;.. 
when he first applies for a license. to attend 
::et the traffic office and be te.ted as to hi, 
knowledge of driYing by.]a" s and regulae 
tions and the control of his machine, that j, 
not necessary for the driYer who alreach­
holds a license. A great deal of the con c 

g:-'ltion and inconvenience to the public 
cauo-ed bv having to renew license' at the 
beginning of the year at the traffic office i!. 
Brishane could be obviated by baYing the 
licemos renewed at the various police stations 
around Brisbane. I hope the Minister will 
be able to arrange for this to be done. 
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There has been considerable criticism ot 
the traffic regulations in Brisbane, and I 
want to draw attention to what I consider 
the very dangerous state of affairs which 
(·xists in connection with motor drivers who 
are in the habit of speeding up in order to 
pacs trams immediately before they stop. 
That is particularly noticeabk. It obtains 
at all tram stopping places, and in many 
cases it is a big danger in the suburbs. 
You frequently see motor cars cndeavotuing 
ro pass trams when people arc going home 
from work in the afternoon. They go quickly 
down George street and end ea ,·our to pas; 
the tram at the stop at the corner of Gcorge 
and Tank streets. The streets arc congested, 
as there are a lot of vehicles parked along­
'ide the road, and people standing waiting 
fo1~ a tram cannot see a 1notor vehicle con1ing 
···hich is driving between the trams and the 
parked n1otor cars. I have l'('poatcdly <seen 
rnotor cars attempt to overtake a tram 
before thG tram ceases to rem. The idGa 
eeems to exist in the minds of a lot of 
motor drivers that so long as they get past 
a tramcar before it ceases to move thev 
are doing all that is required by the traffic 
by-law~. \Vhether that is legally correct or 
not I cannot say; but it is the intention of 
tho b.v-laws to protect the lives of the people 
boarding .and leaving tran1cars ; and 
motorists who speed up at these stopping­
places do so with considerable risk to the 
!in's of passGngers. We know that long 
stoppages are not permi~sible for the tram', 
which have to discharge and take up 
passengers as quickly as possible. People 
who wait at the:<e stopping places for trams 
cannot see the motor cars coming unlfss 
they have a good view of the road and 
keep a keen lookout for theo,e scorching 
" road hogs," and they attempt to get into 
the tram immediately it slows up. I hope 
the department will make some effort to 
prevent this sort of thing at thG various 
>iopping places in town. I was recentlv 
standing at the corner of Adelaide an~! 
Albert streets in the evening. A tramcar 
pulled nv _and a number of people attempted 
to board 1t. The tram had already stomx•d 
when a motor car came along at a very. fast 
rate of speed and with a frantically tooting 
horn ru~hed through the people, several of 
whom, mcludmg an old ladv fell over in 
their effort to gain the foot1;ath. Fortun­
ate]\:, no ono was seriously injured. but the 
credit of that was certainly duo to Providence 
and not to the motori.c.t. I sug'o-E .. t that a 

spE• ial detachment of traffic poli,;'e be given 
a royjng commission in the citv to watch 
certain stopping plac<'s in order- to prevent 
such breaches of the traffic b .. ·.lavvs parti-
cularly in tbe evening. " ' 

[3.30 p.m.] 

Dnring the daytime the traffic policemen 
on duty at thG street intersoctione have 
some deterrent inlluenco on reckless 
motorists, bu~ in the evening, when there 
are fewer policemen in the streets on traffic 
duty, and when also in some caees motorists 
r<J:e suffering from a certain amount of 
exuberance, thG risks taken are really a 
bit too much for the public, and I trust 
that efforts will be made to make the 
motorists of the city behave thGmselves 
bGttGr than they h"ve been doing in the 
past. 

While I am on this subject I want to 
say in answer to the hon. member for 
::\'anango-who stated that one of the causes 
of danger is the lack of consideration dis-

played by drivers of heavy vehicles for other 
tra.ffic-tha t I ha vc l>een driving motors for 
deven or twelve years, and I have always 
found that the driver of the heavy vehicle 
is the most considerate person on the road. 
I remember that the Vacuum Oil Company 
used to have a sign behind their lorries, 
·'Blow your horn. Our drivers are instructed 
to give you the courtesy of the road." It 
onlv lasted a short time, because even the 
Vacuum Oil Company realised that, good 
as the advertisen1ent 'Yas, it was unneces­
sary, because the av-erage heavy vehicle 
driver shm,·s the courtesy of the road to 
the other driver. 

Ylr. EDWARDS: I did not say that. 

Mr. HANLON: I understood the hon. 
member to say that one of the causes of 
clanger was the lack of consideration shown 
lr.· the drivers of heavy vehicles to other 
vehicles. 

li1r. EDWARDS: I said it was a very small 
lH:>rcentage. 

Mr. HANLO~: At all events, that has 
not been my experience of thG heavy vehicle 
driver. There is this to be remembered 
with regard to heavy vehicles-that people 
who do uot know much of motors and 
cannot judge pace are always inclined to 
exaggerate the speed at which they travel. 
A light car can travel along the road at 
30 to 35 miles an hour, and, although some 
people will say that is a fast speed, it 
attracts no attention. But, if a heavy lorry, 
particularly vcith solid . tyres and chains 
rattling, passes at. 20 miles, bumpmg over 
the ruts and holes m the road, people will 
sav that it is travelling faster than the 
light car. Time after time I have s~en 
people turn to gaze at a heavy vehicle 
travelling in that fashion '·':ithou~ ta.l~ing 
anv notice at all of the way m wluch hght 
ears fly through the streets. 

Headlights have also bncn. mentioned, and 
1 believe that the regulatiOns controllmg 
them are being altered to make them con­
form to reasonable requirements. If the 
headlights are of reasonable power. and are 
correctlv deflected so that the light w1ll 
not ,,h]ne in the eyes of approaching 
motorists verv little danger can be done. 
But the 'use of spotlights around Brisbane 
should be strictly prohibited. There is 
justification for the use of spotlights :vhcn 
drivino- along country roads, but there IS no 
jnstiE;ation_ for a car using it on r ~ roa~ 
3 or 4 miles away from here. Ihat IS 
absurd-! do not care how bad the road is. 
If the road is as bad as that, it is unfit 
for traffic and would not be used by any 
intelligent motorist. You will sometimes see 
a car on the crest of a ndgG WIth a spot­
light chining in your face a couple of n;iles 
awav and until v-ou get below the ndge 
you" ~an Bee nothi1;g of the road at alL 

I hope the Com!11issioner will pay atten· 
tion to these few requests. It is said that 
manv owners of cars think they should not 
be madG to alter their headlights since they 
bought the cars with the lights in that con· 
clition; but there is no more reason for 
considering them than for considering the 
man who savs that he should not alter his 
tail light for the .same reason. PeoplG who 
bought cars with their tail-light switchGs on 
the dashboard had to have them altered; 
and, in the interests Gf motorists, pedestrians, 
and thG tra v-eiling public generally, people 

J1r. Hanlon.] 
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should be made to alter their headlights 
to something like the correct condition. 

There is one other matter I wonld like 
to mention, and that is the provision made 
for people suffering from an incurable 
disease. \Ve have a very fine institution at 
the_ pre.sent ~ime in the Diamantina hospital, 
whrch rs domg very fine work; but there is 
.one fault, and that is that it cannot cope 
with the number of people who are clamour­
ing for admission. If it is impm-~ible to 
extend or enlarge the institution in its 
precent situation, then it is the duty of the 
Government to provide another home in 
some other pa•rt of Southern Queensland. 
I made inquiries some little time back about 
the admission of a patient to the Diaman­
tina hospital, and I was told that there was 
a long list of people waiting for admission, 
and that only the most nrgent cases-cases 
which they thought might possibly receive 
some improvement in their heaith from 
medical attention-could be taken in. I take 
it that a home for incurables is one in which 
any person who is unable to look after him­
self, unable to get the attention care and 
·ntnsing which an invalid needs' should bo 
admitted. If it is nt4"!essarv 'that nroro 
money should be spent in this· connection. I 
think there are other wavs in which monC'v 
can be s.wccl ,rather tha;r by cutting dowi1 
the- vote for this nece,sary institution. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:'\ES (TT'anrick): Most 
hon. n1cn1bers who have spoken have n1ade 
referPHee t·J the traffic problem, 1;vhich sec1ns 
to e>idcncc the general feeling of insccuritv 
that attaches to motor traffic to-da,-. Heal!~ 
it \\ onlcl str_iko one that ncarl2 e,:cry rncnl~ 
ber of ParharnPnt or son1eo:nc belonging to 
him has b :en nearly killed, or has come 
pretty near to it. I know I have had more 
than one fairly close shave. On one occ .sion 
not very long ago a man \vbo nearlv ran rne 
down thoug-ht I "as the fool in the matter. 
:'\aturalJ,· I thought he was the fool. The 
trouble is that the regulations are not hali 
as S':vcre as they should he. One of the 
grrdPst nils ha'· just been rdcr·red to be,: 
the hon. 1110n1bcr for Ithaca, and that is the 
~·cncral rush of motor ~ar driYers to pass 
a tranH:a,r just before it stons. That \Yas 
my fu·onble. This is going ~n prettv well 
0rcrv dav. and it semns that one Or two 
thin§;s ar'0 nccL"'\S[u·y in order to d0al cffcc~ 
tivch- with the matter. It is nnt customan· 
for a tr:uncar to stop at every ~trcct ( 01'1101:, 

and I believe that the practi< '~ that oHains 
in the South is very much better thr n our 
b'tving to sound the' boil to cauec a tram to 
stop. Tlw stoppin,;-plares should be frxcd 
by rP,crulation, and the tran1car should sto]1 
at th1sP points, v·hcthcr a·oybody dc',ires to 
a light from or board the car or not. In 
those circumstances there could be no pm­
sible cx•.me for a motor car driver putting 
on extra speed in order to pass just ahead 
of a tramcar. On how many occasions have 
we \vatchecl our chance to board a tramcar 
l>eC':tu,·,-:: a ~tring of motor ctrs ·y: as trayel­
ling hy at 30 to 40 milu an hour? In those 
circun1stanccs, if you attcn1pt to reach .a 
tramcar, you are a doomed man. This can 
be witnessed over and over again. Onlv 
the other night in Goorge street, just out­
side t,his building, I, with others, stood 
aghast and open-mouthed at the speed that 
two young fellows were tra vol!ing on motor 
cycles. I remarked to a bystander, "That 
:man is travelling at 40 n1iles an hour," but 

[M1·. Hanlon. 

he retorted, "More like 50 miles an hour." 
That kind of thing should not be alloW(•d. 
Those you_ng fellows might have been indulg­
mg only m a short spurt, but there should 
be some regulations controlling the matter. 
These 1nen a1~e a grave menace, and. unless 
you have eyes behind you as well as in 
front, you are almost a doomed man. vVe 
want ve·ry much stricter regulations than 
exist at present in respect to the conduct of 
motor traffic. I have also noticed the great 
pace that motorists make when proceeding 
along the Clayfield road. It is marvellous 
what speed some men can work up. Occa­
~ionally the a,uthorities are on the alert, but 
1t seems to be only now and again, and then 
the vigilance is relaxed once more, probablv 
because of the insufficiency of officers to 
carry out the work constantlY. 'I'he,rc is 
ample room for examples to be. made in the 
direction mentioned by the hon. member for 
Ithaca and ether hon. members who spoke 
before him. 'While the drivers of motor 
lorries are more considerate. nevertheless. 
you haYe both classes of drivers among 
them. Motor lorries heavilv lade71 will be 
found trave~ling rct a fearful speed through 
the streets m South Brisbane. Some reg,u­
la tion should be frame-d setting out the spc0d 
at -which motor lorries mu,y travel. as i~ 
done -;~'ith other vehicles. Ho\\' manY of our 
people escape serious accident is a. ,,_,ondcr 
to 1ne. 

A good deal has bee!l said ab' .... . ;t th(' 
powerful headlights on motor ur,. V.T,, 
want to ~trikc tho happy n1edinn1. It i~ diffi­
cult to know what to do in this re poet on 
1nanv c-ccasions. I ha1.re been in an 
cxtr~·mcly awkward ftx on the Sandgate road 
aft- r having turnPd down tho headlight' in 
order to pass a n1otor ca-r 'vith the head­
light,; full on. To me it seems that 
nlotorists in the citv can do \Yith Et less 
strong hof!.dlight th~n is nPcC·· ')ary in the 
country districts. 

The vote we are dealing with coYcrs thP 
ye:"_,. life pulse of our community. The Y0''2 

of the i-Ion1e Department cort~inly seen1s to 
-\·ibratG the henrt feelings of the con1munity 
in Yarious directions. The various officers in 
connection with the working of this depart­
ment are to be congratulated DE ihc r~port' 
covering their operations and on the ·work 
accon1plished. I somctin1es have feelings of 
inteme sympathy for the officers and th 
),linistcr who have to do with this depart­
Inr?nt, because they are brought into contact 
with people who have committed c-:·imes. 
people who require special help, and so on. 
A man requires to be physically. mont: lly. 
and specially strong to n1oet t}:.·) vR.rion., 
Ucn~::tnds made in these directions. 

I sympathise with those >Yho haYe the 
conduct of these branclws of co:nmunity lif>e. 
S·•eing- that they come through the many 
d(·mands made upon them so successfully. 
they are deser,ing of our highest comrnenda­
tion. As members of Parliament we arc 
perhaps broug-ht more closely in touch with 
their activities than the average man, so 
that we are pro-bably better able to 
appreciate the wide range of service provided 
by the Home Department with its hospitals, 
clinics, sanatoria, etc. 

I'here are certain phases of the report of 
the Commissioner of Public Health to which 
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I wi'h to refer. If we make a comparison 
between 1925 and 1926, we find this result-

-----------~--~----~- 1925. 11926. 

-----~- ~----,----

<:'rude birth rate (per 1,000) '[ 23'82 [ 22'58 
Death rate (per 1,000) . . . . 8'86 . 9·3J 
Infantile mortality (per 1,000) .. [ 43' 4 50'± 

lt will be e~en that our birth rate is declin­
ing. The following reference from the report 
in that connection is well worth quoting, 
bee a use it leads to further thought-

" The crude birth rate maintains a fair 
standard as compared with the other 
countries ;hown in the table, but the 
death rate as well as the infantile 
mortaiity rate could be better. 

" In eonnection with the increase in 
infantile mortality, on inquiry from the 
Rco;istra.r-General, I ascertained that the 
deaths of children under one year were 
due principally to enteritis (thirty-one 
<eases) and early infancy (twenty cases). 
This calls for early and urgent a ttcntion 
by tl!c Child \Velfare Centre. It ·was 
olw pointc·d out to me that of the 
i nc!'NlfJ' of 5 pt:>· cent. nearly half has 
o(·cul~rccl ln tho area of tho city of Bris­
bane the ( xact figures being 2.3 por 
c£'nL ]e;n-ing 2. 7 per cent. for the 
remainder of the State. The increased 
rate j, also accounted for from the fact 
that tho"'~ has been a decrease of 517 
in the births, and the deaths of infants 
incrcu~ed by 77." 

I am "~:1cl2ring why, with all the effort put 
fen1 &re!, 0specially by the b.1by clinics, that 
has to be recorded, because I am here to 
etate thct an: thing that may be done with 
regard to baby clinics and !he wonderful 
work the~\~ 2.rt> doing should mc,_t \Yith high 
appreciation. 

0H1~ a ft!\Y 'vecks ago lt v~-ns rny privilege 
to Ge c-ccrtccl o..-er the baby Clinic in th · 
\7"allC'--, and I v.·as a1nazed at \vhat I saw. 
I am· not mre that all hon. members have 
taken the trouble to acquaint themselves 
v:ith \Yhat j,; going on in that direction, but, 
if !he:· gt·i; into touch '·' ith tho e who are 
conducting that clinic, they will be as per­
suaded as I am that we are on the right 
track and that the people in control are 
doing their best and are in full sympathv 
with their job-and that is everything ii, 
these da0 s. I saw photographs there of poor 
emaciated children who were nothing but 
skin and bone, and also tho tr-ansformation 
that had taken place. Now they are as fine 
cbildrcn as ono would wish to sec. Vvhen 
you seo hnu1anitarian -;vork of that kind, 
then \• ·e mti~t feel that the State is doin~ its 
duJy in tl-: tt regard. I trnst for the sal;c of 
ordinary lO\-e for the helpless that those 
hon. rncn1be.rs 1vho have not taken an interest 
in these matters v·ill get into touch with 
\vhat is going on in that -way. I am not sure 
whether it is generally known, but in Vic­
iorja the-..~ huye been doing more than \ve 
a re do in~\" in that direction. Of course it is 
an older State, and probably it has gradually 
developed these things. Victoria has adopted 
the idea of a kind of travelling baby clinic­
baby clinic in a train. I do not know 
that it is quite necessary, but it may serve 
a Ycry good purposE'. The train is attached 
to a "Better Farm Train," a.nd the clinic 

portion is a long bogey compartment capable 
of receiving some eighty-five mothers, and 
it is interesting to know that no less than 
20,000 mothers have attended since the 
inception of this system a.nd have received 
instruction. However, good work is being 
done in Queensland, and I am hoping that 
further de,-clopments in that direction will 
take place. 

On the ,ame occasion I paid a visit to the 
Brisbane General Hospital, and I was amazed 
to note the frightful congestion of the hos­
pital. I could just imagine what a growl 
there would be if I was permi ttecl to see 
such congestion in Warwick. You could 
scarcely walk through the hospital on account 
of the patients being so close together a.nd 
tlw aisles and passages filled up with men. 
The evidence is that in the Brisbane hospital 
the space is altogether inadequate for the 
comfo-rt and welfare of the patients and 
others iherc. I am glad to know that a 
Yer} big scheme has been launched, and 
I think the new hospital reception building 
will shortly be completed. I was also 
priYileged to see !he laundry. It was won­
derful to sec the way in which the washing. 
ironing, and laundry work is done. The 
tseneral get-up -o-f the establishment, the 
light and air aYailable, and the splendid 
equipment, are worthy of all praise, and 
\V ill 1nec! with the con1menda tion of everyone 
who is pri,-ilegcd to go through the Brisbane 
hospital. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Wun·cgo): The hon. 
nw1nber for \Yanvick alluded to the fact 
that the E timates of this department covered 
all neriods and conditions of life, but he dirl 
not L mention that there is no dividend in 
connection vdth the \vork of this d0partm·cnt. 
except very indi,·ectly. This di,-idend sho\1ld 
lJ~ made 11101'8 f'fi.Sily apparent if 0118 SOTYlCC 

did not e:ci,t >ido bv side \vith the fostering 
of the cause for tht; net·',,sitv of the service. 
The whole system of the treatment of children 
and the treatment of ·criminal is generally 
regulated by the necc~sitics 'vhich producr~ 
both sick children and criminals. bf'•,ausc the 
work! has been a little too meal: -mouthcd-­
socictv has been too hypocriti· ll-to full '"­
Jhe cause of this matter to the root. The 
\Yorld continually goes on encouraging con­
ditions of disease and mental disability which 
will manor or later threaten the ci,-]li.-ation 
which has produced it. Everyone y.-ill 
remember the case of the J-ukc·s family, \vhirh 
is ref'ognlsed in Atncrica and tl1roughout thr~ 
wodd as th-' star example of fami:_v 
degeL~rac~,-. 'Ihe J ukes fan1ily fir~t t -l.me 
on the books of the poor law gu.a·dians of 
:i_VIa3sachusctts early in the eighteenth cen­
tury. Sine" then they have increa,,c·cl by 
thousands, and they hav·e co;,t the United 
States millions of dollars either in detecting. 
convicting, -and kc:'ping the criminals of that 
family, m· in proyiding hospitals to cop~ 
with the disease which that hmilv has 
spl'ead. In a lesser 'yay 1ve haYe th<; f'<ln\e 
thine here. The \vholc position has been 
brought into the light really by the arguments 
for and against migration. 'The other day 
in England-I ref.errGd to this during the 
migration ·debate, but hav-e forgo!, e>n the 
na.n1e of the man at the n1oment-a Ycrv 
highly-plact.'d rnedical man-stated it as hls 
opinion that, if Europe, Japan. and Britain 
or anv of the over-cro,vded countrirs of the 
world" found thev were overcrowded and 
subject to the farge amount of disease, 
unemployability, and crime which had been 

M1·. Bedfm·d.] 
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made patent to them, and wished to insist 
on filling empty countries like Australia 
and Canada, in another fifty years they ,;·ould 
be back again in the same old trouble 

of congested populations, unem­
[4 p.m.] ployables, criminals, and diseased 

people; and he suggested what 
people in every part of the world should have 
had the courage to sugg2st Lmg ag·o-that 
is, the scientific application of eugenics in 
the control of health. 

IY o open hospitals for the puqJOse of 
treating disease, and at the same tm1e we 
permit all kinds of quacks and charlatans 
to batten in the most cruel way on the 
sufferings of the community. Because he 
was respectable and he had a church­
\Yhich should have been ashamed of itself­
behind him, recently a man-Hickson-was 
allowed to come here and batten on the credu­
lity of the people who, if they were only 
functionally diseased, might have come reason 
to believe that the faith cure had done them 
some good. There was one particular case 
which came under n1y notiCo~a v:oman 
suffering from cancer, then operable. She 
refused to be operated upon because Hickson 
was then on the water, and she believed 
that he would cure her. She waited three 
months, by which time the cancer had 
become inoperable, and she died. \Ve have a 
press which sayd that its beet desire is to 
help the Government in making this a saner 
and a healthier country, why does not this 
press refuse to publish the advertisements 
rhat thc,e quacks and charlatans pay for? 
lt is only necessary in many cases for the 
worst kind of quack to quote a line of 
Scripture immediately to become sacrosanct. 
One of this breed who has recently been 
taking the people down in South Brisbane 
ach·crtised, "'Where will you spend eternity?" 
\Yell, you can sea,rch me. (Laughter.) In 
any c.1~e his query, " \:Vhere will you spend 
eternity?" was only used to give sufficient 
attraction to his other statement that he 
could cure all diseases, including cancer. 
The revly of the authorities to his question 
in his own case should have been that he 
>vm<ld be required to spend a considerable 
portion of his life in I3oggo Road. 
(L.,ughter.) 

The condition of State children and of 
children generally who are never likely to 
b<> healthy is bound up with the continuation 
of the shocking habit we have of not plainly 
forbidding the marriage of incnrablv sick 
people. Lot me quote this press paragraph 
on the subject-

" In an address delivered at the fit·st 
meeting of the Section of Paediatrics of 
the New South Wales b·!!nch of the 
British Medical Association, Sir Charles 
Clubbe quoted Trcdgold as saying·, ' So 
long as we arc content to raise no voice 
against the marriage of the diseased, the 
degenerate, the criminal, and the pauper, 
and arc willing to educate, feed, and 
clothe. and ultimately pension as many 
offspring as these persons see fit to pro­
duce ... then so long will these classes 
(and these qualities) continue to be per­
petuated and their numerical ascendance 
is simply a question of time.' 

"Dr. Clnbbe further stated in his 
e.ddress that, 'V\'hen we legislate here 

on this matter let us drop ,entimentalism; 
Jet us face these disagreeable facts as 
they are and, looking to the future. 
1r,;:_sislato on practical lines.' " , 

[ Jfr. Bedford. 

Now, considering the fecundity of the unfit 
-the reproductive quality is relatively as 
strong in tho lazy, weak, and hopelessly 
diseased as it is in anybody else-it is 
only a question of time before any civilisa­
tion will consist more of the sick than of 
the well. It is an absolute fact that to-day 
really perfect health is abnormal, if not almost 
unknown. J\ilost people off colour ono or two 
days in the week, and then from that condi­
tion you go by progression to the fact that 
there are people utterly unfit for the pro­
duction of their kind who are producing 
them, to the great suffering, miser:·. and dis .. 
content of the world. 

The State Children Department does a 
groat work, but it is handicapped in a way 
which I shall indicate. I have here certain 
tables showing the conditions surrounding 
twenty-five typical cases in which the 
children came within the influence of the 
department. In the first case assistance was 
first granted on 20th :March, 1909. 'fhe 
father then was a chronic consumptiYe, an 
inmate of the Diamantina hospital. They 
then had three children. Subsequently he 
was discharged and lived with his wife. 
Since then there have been children born in 
1910, 1912, 1914, 1916, 1919, 1921, and 1923-
The total assistance has increased in this 
particular case, and in rnany others that I 
will quote. 

No. 2 c~so was a man partiall0 blincl, also 
very deaf, an invalid pensioner, employee! 
by the J3lind, Deaf, and Dumb Institution. 
\Vhen the State commenced to give him 
assistance in 1917 >Yhen ho was laid aside, 
he had one child ; bnt two more children 
have been born--in 1918 and 1922-a.nd twa 
more children arc now on the books of the 
State. Hero is anoth<>r case. In 1916 therc ' 
"\Vcrc t\yo children rccc•iying assisb.ncc 1 these 
two children being the children of an inmato 
of Goodna. He was discharged from that 
institution, and now thoro are three chil­
dren receiving assistance. There .aro other­
cases of general diseases which are really 
not so bad, as the mental taint might go 
longer t.han the m0re physical taint. There 
are cases of blind 1nen, nu~n with heart 
difleasc, rheumatics, and so on. In each case 
thov receive relief for Jour children, who 
con1e alone; to claim the ascistance of the 
country. 'fhen thoro is the case of a man 
suffering from Brig·ht's disease and cancer, 
\Yho had three children. He was discharged 
from the hospital as incurable in 1926, when 
three children 'vcro gi \ren w:::~iE'tance, and 
now there are four. In ca,e No. 5 there 
''ere three children at tho time of admis­
sion to an institution in 1923, suffering from 
chest and lung trouble, and now there are 
three on the State. In case Ko. 6 there were 
five children, and there are still five children 
on tho State. In case Ko. 7, there wore two 
children at the time of permanent injury, 
and now thoro are five, all on the State. An 
inmate of the Dalbv Sanatorium had two 
children when he ii'rst received as,isbnce, 
but now there are three children on the State. 
Th~re is the case of an invalid pensiDner who 
had two children in 1916 when he first received 
assistance from the State, but now there 
arc four children receiving assistance from 
the State. There is the case of an invalid 
pensioner who had one child when he. 
received assistance from the State, and now 
there are two. Of course, it does not follow 
that just because there is poverty there 
should not be children produced. Some of 
the finest children of the world bv. c corn0 
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out of the poorest houses; but they have 
come out of homes which, although there 
we'l·e large families, were the homes of sound 
peoplG, the homes of hard workers, and not 
the homes of people who were laid aside 
because they were unable to earn their own 
living. The geniuses who have come 
from the people have come from the 
poorest homos, but certainly there is no 
possibility of anything but a big crop of 
misery and illness coming out of such cases 
as I have stated. There is another case 
where the father at the time of receiving 
assistance \vas stricken with paralysis. At 
that time there was one child, but now there 
are five. The next' case is the case of a man 
with continued incurable illness who had three 
children in 1923 on the State, and now there 
rLre four. The ne"<t case is a man suffering 
with heart trouble; in 1918 he had five 
children on the State, and now there are 
»X. In the next case there wore three 
children on tho State in 1919, and there 
are still three children. The next case is 
that of a consumptive, an inmate of the 
Dalby Sanatorium, who had four children 
on the State, but now there are only two. 
The next case is the case of an inmate of the 
m~ntal hospital at Goodna, who had four 
chJ!dren at the time of his admic,sion in 
1918. and now there are five. 'rho next 
case is one where a man had three children 
on the State in 1923, and now there are four. 
In the nn:t case there wore three children 
on the State in 1916, and there are still 
three. 

In another cas·o where four ·were rccPiying 
relief in 1921 there are now five. In another 
case five children of a parent suffering from 
tuberculosis VilCl'c receiving relief in 1921, 
r;nd there are now six. In still another case 
-that of a man who is in and out of prieon 
-where there ·wore three children receiving 
relief there are now four. A further case 
'·'·hero six childr·cn were receivinll" relief is 
now entirely off tho books of the State. In 
rho case of a parent suffering from acute 
n.sthmatical consun1ption, three of his chil­
dren wore recc•i,·ing rdicf in 1924, and there 
"re now four. In another case five children 
recf:'iYing relief sinte 1922 have now been 
reduc·ed to four. A pnralytic with eight 
dnldrcn on the State in 1925 has now 'even. 
The other casu are four in 1924 and now 
three; five in 1924, and now six; ;tllcl ftvp in 
1925, and now st;ven. 

The remedy does not appear to be imnw. 
diate. Apparently the poor and sick mu·,t 
h'_' always with us, but they should be a 
<-hsappearing quantity. 11Iedi(!al scic·nrc has 
increased so much and ,o f!reatlv that .the 
death rate has been lowered,"but ;t the Fomo 
time the general health of tlw people has 110~ 
been bettered, even though the expectation 
c:f _life is longer. \Ye have a general 
mntatwn repeated here to take this matte; 
in hand and see if, with the help of cugoni<'3, 
somethmg cannot be done to make disease 
a disappearing qutl.ntity. 

. :'tlr. HARTLEY (JiitzToy): This is ono of 
the largest and most important departments 
we are called npon to deal with. Th~ Home 
Secretary is tn be congratulated on the 
administration of his department. He distr;. 
butcs £1,529.659 among th~ yarious ins tit c;. 
tions under his control. IIc has a very l.ig 
:luty . to perform. During~ the past :v~Par, 
m sp1te of the financial stringency, he hns 
as far as possible met all claims generm'·']y 
in the interests of those for 'vhom the mon0)· 

has been voted. I a~:ree with the hon. member 
for vV arwick that this department touches 
nearly all walks of life from infancy to 
old ago. 

The department is to be congratulater: on 
the administration of the hospitals. I can· 
not agree with hon. members opposite in 
their objection to the incidenc0- of the hospital 
tax. A tax nn property for the upkeep of 
hospitals is the correct method of financing 
hospitals. As time goes on it will become 
a lesser burden on the community, and the 
responsibility will be acknowJ.edged ·,o be 
equally distributed. 

I was glad to hear from the Home Secretary 
that it is his intention to expedite as far as 
po :sible the building of the maternity hospital 
at Rockhampton. I know that to some extent 
the old hospital committee was blamable for 
its laxity in not pushing that project more 
energetically; but I hope that, in sp1to of 
that, the Home Secretary will give effect to 
the promise ho made some time ago, and 
that before long the construction of the 
hospital will be under way. That matter 
is i1nportant to us in another direction, 
because once the building is completed it 
will open the way to the establishment <>f 
a home for incurables something on tlJe 
linco of Dunwich, that is so ba·dly ne-eded 
in the Central district. At the present time, 
as the Home Secretary admitted, it wouid 
be preferable if a numhor of our incurable 
ca,es in the hmpitals and benevolent asylums 
were transferred to an incurable hospital in 
the Central district. 

The hospitals in the Southom division 
are taxed in ever}· respect for accommoda· 
tion, and there is no doubt that the time 
has arrived when further additions will 
require to be made to the hospitals in the 
Central and Northern divisions to cater for 
the aged and incurable per,,ons for whom 
there is no room at Dunwich benevolent 
asylum and the Diamantina hospital. 

With regard to the administration of the 
Traffic Act. I congratulate the police on the 
way in which they have controlled traffic. 
They have clone the best they could '0.'ith the 
force at their disposal; but I agree with 
hon. members on both sides of the Chan<ber 
thot a groat deal more still remains to be 
done. Much more drastic action is neces­
sary if the public are to be protected against 
the inconsiderate motor owner and driver. 
Xothing is too harsh and no penalty is too 
heavy for people who drive motor vehicles 
regardless of the welfare of the pedestrians. 
Whilst I know that the Roval Automobile 
Club of Queensland is doing Its best to have 
the traffic regulations observed so that the 
comfort and safety of pedestrians may be 
ensured. it has not been able in many 
instances to stop rnen who show no con­
sideration for others. It is time that the 
State took action to bring these culprits to 
book and to punish them heavily. At the 
present time the unsatisfactory features oi' 
the Act are apparent when a case gets into 
court. I do not blame the presiding magis. 
trat,o; he is not too lenient; but he has 
not the power. The time has arrived when 
the legislation should be so amended that 
the magistrates dealing with traffic offences 
d1ould be given power to deal more drastic· 
a 11 v '>·i th offenders. There is not the 
slightest doubt that there is a big number 
of motorists-not the men plying for hire 
Ol' the owners of motor lorries. but the motor 
hog who owns his own veh1cle and is so 

Jfr. H.artley.] 



1290 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

proud and pleased with i~ that .he is neyer 
satisfied unless he has h1s engme runnmg 
at a speed of from 30 to 50 miles an hour. 

Mr. PETERSON: In California they imprison 
the car. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I would imprison the 
man. I recommend to the Minister that 
all Acts dealing \\ ith the impo,ition o~ 
penalties for breaches of traffic regulations 
should be amended. Not only should magis­
trates have power to confiscate the car for 
a number of months, but, when a man is 
found to be driving a car whilst in an 
intoxicated condition and is therefore incap· 
able of looking after his car, thereby endan­
gering the safety of the public-not his own 
safety, bccau,n, if he got hurt one would 
not mind so much-then he should be 
dealt with drastically and imprisoned. 
In nine cases out of ten that class of 
person causes m]ury to some other 
motorist who is observing the regula. 
tions or some innocent pedestrian, who is 
probably an old man or woman who has 
reached the age when he or she has not the 
necessary agility to get out of the way. Of 
the large number of motor accidents which 
have taken place twenty-seven have been 
fatal; but I am not aware of any case where 
" motorist responsible for the death of 
another person has be<m successfully con­
victed in the courts. That shows that there 
is something wrong in the prosecution of 
those cases, or else the Acts do not permit 
the police to secure convictions. Although 
most of them have been brought up for 
manslaughter, I do not remember that a 
conviction has been secured, which shows an 
absolutely blameable, condemnable attitude 
of leniency on the part of FOn1c individual. 
Xothing is too hard to put on those chaps 
who, when a tramcar is almost at a stand­
still, will rush past ·at top speed in order to 
get through ahead of the crowd which is 
just leaving the footpath to board the tram. 
car. I have seen that happen time and time 
again, and at times I have felt so w1ld 
that, if I could have reached in and got the 
<'hap at the y·heol, I would have hauled 
him out. I deliberately tried to stop a 
motor car the other day on the Toowong 
line. I do not remember the name of the 
particular section. The motor car \vas a 
good 60 yards behind the tramcar when it 
was drawing level with the people .in front. 
and the motor ear came at top speed and 
the dri1·er came full rip, and naturally the 
people who had got halfway across to the 
tran1c::tr went back, but, being agile and 
not too much afraid of being rnn over. I 
tned to stop that fellow, and I just had 
time to get clear when he rushed past me 
and, although he had the br:tkcs on and 
they were s~Juealing like a pig under a 
gr,te, he must have been going at least 
10 miles an hour then. I ha vo seen that 
haP.pen time .and time again m> ing to n.4 
ponceman bmng present. There are no 
policemen controlling the outside oections of 
the city, and that is where most of the 
breaches of the traffic regulations occur, and 
I would recommend the Home Secretary to 
mount a number of his police on niotor 
bicycles and allow them to patrol the O'Jt· 
side seet'ons of the city in order to catch 
fellows like that. 

l'v1r. PETERSON: Ipsvvjch road is a rogu!ar 
speedway. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I think e,·ery road that 
the council has been foolish enough to lay 

[Mr. Hartley. 

clown as a racing path is treated as a 1·acing 
path by a number of car drivers .. You 
cannot single out any one 111 partiCular, 
but I think the greatest danger is the motor 
bicycle, particularly at ·night when it ha< 
one of those very bright lights-! do not 
know exactly what ciass of light it is called 
-but a spot light is nothing to some of the 
motor bike lights now carried. The traffic 
regulations should be strictly carried out. 

I notice, too, that in a number of traffic 
cases when the police have taken action, the 
£20 bail is forfeited and there is no appear­
ance of the defendant. I think the magis· 
trate should compel the defendant to come 
forward. If he is not there, instead of 
forfeiting his bail, he should issue a wanant 
for his arrest and have him brought up, no 
matter who he may be. I notice the pre,, 
sometimes publish the names of those chargul 
with breaches of the Traffic Act, but on 
other occasions they do not. Evi<:lently it 
is some well-to-do man about the city when 
they do not. 

Another question that I want to bring up 
is this: At one time there was a white line 
<lra wn across the streets 3 or 4 yards clear of 
the tramcar stopping places. and motor car; 
had to stop behind that line in order to 
allow foot passengers an opportunity to 
board 1 ars. Go to any stopping place for 
tram' now, and you will find that line is 
practically erased. I hop~ the Home Secre. 
t.ary vvill sec that whoever is responsible 
for keeping that line very much in evidence 
':ill haYo it done. 

I haYc seen the h·affic policemen doing 
their Ycry best to keep the way clEar for 
both passpngers and tran1s, and it is often 
nry difl-icult; but tho fault is duo to th, 
.. Act and its achninistration. Y on ':rill see a. 
tnmcar pull up at the corner of Edward 
and Queen streets, and before the passenger~ 
rhn get out a motor cur will eo 11e up and 
block the rca:t· exit of tho tran1car. .A.nothor 
tramcar will come along and pull up behind 
it. and a lino of n1oi:::n· cars will co1ne up 
a~ongsidc so that people ha Ye to squeeze theii' 
·way behVC'f1 ll the mudguard of one car and 
the petrol lank of another car in o;'der to 
gel off the tram. That ought to be pro, 
vented, and every effort taken to safeguard 
lhe public in that direction. The Home 
Sccrdary has a big department to handle, 
and I know that the traffic police are eloine: 
splendid v.ork, but their numbers are 
inadequate and the provisions of the Act ar,, 
not drastic enough. Imprisonment and con­
fi~cation of the ( dT vyould go a long ·way 
lo teach 'ome of these people who drin> 
cars regardless of the welfare of cthcrs that 
they arc not going to be allowed to do it. 

I want uo•v to refer to the treatment of 
cancer. I r""tnnot agree \vith the hon. men1bcr 
for \Yanego in his condemnation of quacks. 
Perhu.ps if there had been an Act prohibiting 
c:_·anks and quacks v,.-ith regard to n1en entc"-·­
ir '!, th1s Chan1ber, the hon. mcn1 bel" for 
\Yrrrrcgo and many n1orc n1ight nvt be here. 
(Langhtor.) \Vhat one man calls a qu \Ck 
unothPr n1an calls a benefactor. I con­
gratulate the Home Secretary on the attitude 
he took up when he met the British :Medical 
Association delt>gatcs and the Cancer 
Research Committee and refused to prohibit 
what were callecl quacks from treating cancer. 
As the hon. gentleman said, there are num, 
bcrs of lavmen who have not been able to 
get the necessary diplomas through YariOUS 
reasons-probably financial reasons-who are 
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just as capable and ha,-e made just as 
exhaustive a study as qualified medical 
practitioners-if you go by results, probably 
u much more exhaustive study than a num­
ber of those who put Th-LD or M.B. after 
t1wir name. My opinion in this matter 
i, founded on practical experience. I am 
not going to allow men to be labelled as 
<::riminals and quacks when I know that a 
number of them confer a benefit on the 
community. 'IVhen there is malpractice the 
law is there to deal with it, just the same 
as in the case of a properly certificated 
niedical man who may be found guilty of 
malpractice. My experience has been-and I 
think there are other hon. members who can 
;,ay the same-that, when medical rr;en have 
not been. able to treat a patient to advantage, 
that patient has often been treated success­
fuliy by a man whom the hon. member for 
\Y arrego calls a quack. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

:VIr. RIORDAK (Burkc), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

l'lfr. HARTLEY: I ventme to give this 
'" an unsolicited testimonial. I do not 
;yorrj- whether it goes into pamphlet form 
or not. F'o1· about eight years I suffered 
from bad health. It does not matter what 
the trouble "·"s, but I spent any amount of 
money on m1ne of the best doctors, who gave 
rne a lot of attention, including x-ray exarrli­
nations. but I was getting so little benefit 
that I began to think of the time when I 
,hould want my little woodcm overcoat. 
tLaughtcr.) I was quite satisfieJ that, if 
what they ;vanted to do was done, I 
;mule! ant that little coat, and, if some­
thing else was not dono. J would still 
want it just the same; a1~d, 1 'vhen you 
get iuto that frame of rn1na, you will 
chance anything. I constdtod a herbalist 
about t·wlve months ago, and I want to say 
that. iri -lead of going about in pain and 
1ni~er~· m~d thinking of that little \Voodcn 
<oat 6 feet dmn1 in the ground, ,,_here 1 
did not ~., nnt to go-particuL_trly ·when I 
\Yant to have a s1ap 110\V and again at tho 
Opposition-ilaught, r}-[ have not had that 
·nnin ag~jn. That is an unsolic-itt":d testimonial 
10 ·what HYi1J.e people would call quackery, 
and I rr a just as well give the n1an's 
uamc-:\lr. Howard Robbins and his brother, 
d tlw Botanic In.·titute in the Val!eT. I 
am not g-oing to ha;-c these men labelled 
frauds a-rd quacks when !hey can do that. 
Other meu may have had experience, but 
that is mine. and I have heard of other 
< ·lSf'~; a;~d. \~-hen that jg EO, such 1nen n1ust 
llot b,, debarred from conferring a benefit 
on the community. I do not -say that b~­
koepmg me horo they conferred a benefit 
on ~-on d1::1ps over there-(laughter)­
although they may have conferred a benefit 
on the communitv; but I think that sillv 
twaddle like that' of the hon. member foi· 
Warrrgo should be stopped, and that what 
is applied to a qualified n1edical man should 
be appiicd to "h"t we call herbalists, but 
"-hat othns mistakenly call quacks. 

Mr. RARDER (Bundaberg): I just want 
iO supplement the remarks of various 
::-pPaker:s durin0' this debate regarding the 
carelc5s lvny in which Eomo n1_otorists navi~ 
-gate their cars. It is said that most of 
The da.ngcr e:xists .in the citv area-that is. 
in Queen sh·eet and Ge01·ge street and other 
,crowd0cl streets; but even in some of the 

suburban areas. according to my observation. 
there are just- as big dangers as exist in 
the city. For instance, take Sylvan ro<td. 
Toowong. where I live---and I must take the 
opportunity of complimenting the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong upon having gone to live 
there. (Laughter.) It is one of the 
roads oYer which they " rattle his bones " 
to the cemetery. (Renewed laughter.) It 
seems to me that most of the young fellows 
\Yho own 1notor bikes and "scorch" vvith 
them uee that road more or less as a parade 
ground. Just. imagine how you would feel 
if van liYed there, as I do, within 60 yards 
ef the road, and after being here for fifteen 
m· twenty hours a day, day after day, 
perhaps night after night, you went home 
and ;yore safe in the arms of sweet Mor­
pheus--(laughter)-only be awakened by 
the5c n1otor bilu~s co111ing along at an enor­
mous rate: There :s no doubt this is one of 
the things that the traffic police need to 
sit up and take notice of. 

The same thing applies to North Quay. 
There is no doubt that the traffic there in 
some cases is too fast altogether. I have 
not tim--• to reply to the magistrate in Lon­
-don ;vho dealt with traffic matt--:>rs, bnt H 
does seem a difficult matter for cor"t a bk 
ro be' able to judge what speed these men 
arc cutting OUt. rrhcre are no Illal'kS. b,v 
which a constable can estimate the speed. 
except by timing the rider from u1W ;winr 
to another. \Vhy, the other .Jav 1 "'"' 
nearly run oyer within 200 ,-:_uds of 1hj~ 
building. and the irony of the mattec· .. __ a, 
that the Yehicle \vas a brewer's ]on\'. JnH 
inlatdi.c .an old '' wows·er'' like rnC bc·ing 
run oyer by a br·ewcr's lorry! (Laughter.: 
It would have been an a\vful ra!c:unin-. I 
wish to draw the attention of the 1\liListcr. 
as pern1anent head of the departnl~'1lt ~,\ lueh 
attends to these matters, that the polic" might­
occasionally pay a visit to Sylvar1 rc~Ld and 
l\orth Quay. 

Son1e refe1·ence has been made to the splen­
did \vork being carried out by baby clinics. 
It i~ ~-erv interesting and enrourasiug to 
knmv that 'they are appr-eciated, although whell 
the institutions \vero first established tht:Y 
were looked upon \Yith a considerable ul~?<.1-
sure of suspicion, not only by the rnedical fra­
ternity but by the general public. Dr. Turner 
in his report points out the way in which the 
number of children treated has increased vc'll' 
by :, ea,r, and the report is ;·cry instructiYe 
indeed. \\'hen I visit the districts in which 
the>s:! in--titutions are situated I nlv a\s n::'.k 
it 1ny business to view the splendlcl v:ork 
performed and become acquainted ;c-irh the 
adn1irable way in "\Yhich the s]:;;ters arc <':l.rry­
ing out their nursing dutic~ and giYing 
ad;-ice. In the report there' is a cow p-er_.­
tive statement showing the infant life n1or­
talitv for the vears 1925 and 1926. I do 
not ·knovv that ~that table is as clear as it 
1night be and sho\YS the actual position. .Any­
bodv knows that it jg safer to strike an 
aYei·age in thickly-populated countries a1•d 
in old couutries than in a ne'v countrv ld.:::l' 
Queensland, where often there arc ;nnnal 
epidemin. Let me instance the use of the---e 
baby clinics. I think it was last year that 
a severe epidemic of gastro-enteritis broke 
out in Rockhampton. One of the ;_·eason' 
whv bubv clinics were pstablished was to 
emible mothers to visit these institutiom and 
secure ad;-ice on the feeding of their chil­
dren. Although a considerable number L'f 
infants died during that epidemic, I am 

JJ[r. Barbe1·.] 
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quite safe in saying that not one child who 
·died had attended the baby clinic; but, 
on the other hand, not one child .·:ho had 
been trc·ated by the clinic died durin>; that 
epidemic. 'l'hat shows the wonderful bu'cilt 
of these splendid institution'. 

::\1r. BRAXD: There is a nice little imti'u· 
tion at Bundaberg. 

:Yir. BARBER: They are all nice. I ·nakJ 
it n1y business to visit the yarions '-~~111i:..s 
in the diff-erent districts, where the ,ist•.!n 
in charge give of their very best. There is 
:no doubt that their salaries are uot oyer~high, 
but their life is just as self-sacrificing as 1i1c 
life of the averag-e nurse in a big <;c·ncrctl 
hospital, where you cannot estimate the ,-allw 
of the services of these women in tunes •)f 
1nero n1oncy. 

If I had the time, I would like to suvport 
the hon. n1ernbor for \\'.,. arrcgo ,regarding 
crime and allowing people ''" ho arc diseaoecl 
either mentally or physically to marry. ::'\o 
doubt, as the world grows wise in its old 
.age, it. will sit up and tako notice of tlnB 
matter, and carry into effect the principles 
enunciated by La.wrence UrOnlund in his 
book, "rrJw Uo operaLive Conuuonwcalth." 
Tens of thonsands of pounds are spent 
annually in the snstenance of children who 
arc mentally and physically affected and 
have no chance whatever of r-ecovering. \Ye 
know from the .study of vital sbtistics in 
different parts of the world, especially in 
Ureat Britain, that that expenditure nms 
into millions of pounds annually. Some 
rncans slJOuld be adopted whcrcbv a hr~c 
amount of that expenditure could 'be saved. 
As I say, some dav the world will \vake up 
and become wise. • These young people are 
allowed to grow np, and, although nwntally 
affected, are allowed to marry, with the 
result mentione-d bv the h(cn. member for 
\Varrego. The case· of the familv mentioned 
ll,V hilll has bCC'Il kllO\Yll for the vla::;t C)Ual'tPl' 
or ht:tlf a ('enturv. In a fe,v yr•ars not onlv 
the medical wo~·ld but those who are ir1 
charge of affai-rs will deal \Yith this matter 
in a more drastic way than it is dealt with 
at the present time. 

cUr. BRUCE (Il ennedy) : I would like to 
have something to say on the traffic ques­
tion alluded to by previous speakers. I 
cannot speak from the point of view of a 
motorist, because I do not mvn a car, and 
will probably not own one until Henrv 
Ford's time-payment system comes into 
operation. I speak from the point . of Ytew 

-or-me u'erof tEe--trams~---It is a:- daily 
occu·rrence-and to me it is a wonder the 
police do not pay more strict attention to 
the matter-to see motor cars pa,.sing 
>tationary trams. They arc not supposed 
to do so. That is a grave danger to passen­
gers alighting from and boarding the tram­
' ars. On the other hand, at nearly f·verv 
tram stop in Queen street, cars are parked 
for hours. I have seen a motor car parked 
for two to three hours between a tram stop 
and the footpath, and it has resnlted in 
great inconvenience to people travelling by 
the trams. The motor people are getting 
far more concessions than they arc entitled 
to, and they are not being handled in the 
way they should be handled. Men in charge 
of cars while under the influence of liquor 
arc a danger to everybody, and possibly 
will kill some person or a number of persons. 
If a person is apprehended for being in 
clrarge of a car while under the inflnoncc of 

ill-fr. Barber. 

liqnor, he should neYer be allowed ro takO' 
charge of a car again. 

HoKOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear: 

:Mr. BRUCE: When he is apprehended, 
he is fined a small amonnt of money, and 
after a lapse of a few months he is allmwcl 
to take charge of a car again, to get drunk 
again, and run the risk of killing hi• fellow­
citizens. 

·when speaking on ·the qnt·sti~n of baby 
clinics and maternity homes, the hon. mem­
ber for \V a rrego spoke of extren1e ca.,cs ; 
but there are numbers of thoroughlv healthy 
children treated at the clinics. They may 
catch a cold, or be suffering· from diph­
theria or some other trouble, but by good, 
sound advice thev are able to grow into 
sound, healthy children-not of neces,ity one 
of the children that the hon. member fo1· 
\V arrego referred to. As everyone knmYs, 
infants are hable to contract diseases, wluch 
are handled in a. capable rnanner at _clinics 
I think every hon. member reahses-as 
those members of the pubhc who reside m 
the yicinity of clinics and particularly th~ 
womenfolk realise-the irnmense beneflt~ of 
the baby clinics. 

This can also be said of the maternity 
homes. From the early pioneering days 
until comparatively recent times, the matter 
of bringing children into the wodd had to 
be done in honws where In 1nany. cas~s 
th~re were only earthen floors, rcsultmg m 
great danger of septictcmia following ~he 
birth. Since the mtroductwn ol matcrmty 
homec the women folk are much better pro­
,-ided for, and they do not lcaYc th<:'sc hpmes 
until thev are restored to then· ordmary 
health. 'r think that in the past many 
,,-omen suffered from h oubles iollowmg 
maternity because of a lack of proper treat­
n1ent, and in n::.any cases they never recovered 
from these troubles. They were largely the 
women who helped to pioneer the State. 

I do not know whether the c,uestion has 
been raised dm·in~ the debate; but there 
is one link missing in the chain of institu­
tions governed by tha Home Secretary­
an institution for sub-normal people. 'Ne 
have the definitely insane in. our l_un~tic 
asylums, and we have the defimtely crmunal 
in our gaols; but th?r:e arc many peop!e 
in a sub-normal condrhon who are not ht 
subjects for either of these institutions. 
Under certain circumstances they may be 
sent to Dunwich, but perhaps they get . to 
be a nuisance there and have to leave, wrth 
the result that they are thrown out into 
the world to mix with the genom! com­
mnnitv and ultimately finish up in the 
lunatic asylums or in the gaols, for neither 
of which institutions thev are fit sub­
jects. I f,wonr the establishment ~y !he 
Government of. an intermcdrate mshtuhon 
to cover these sub-normal cases. I know of 
quite a number of good \vorkers whose 
labour could be tnrned to good use if an 
institution of that kind were established. 

Dealin!) with the question of quac!<s, I 
agree w1th the hon. member for Frtzroy 
that there are people classified as " quacks " 
who have done quite a lot of good to the 
health of the community. I know of a 
definite case where a man in Brisbane was 
told by a medical practitioner that he had 
consumption in an incurable stage. That 
ma.n received the Abrams treatment, and, 
although the cnre was effected some years 
ngo, he is fit and well to-day. There Is 
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no hcru a\ about. that case, hccau,,e I kno\v 
the man, ;vho lives quite close to me. 

'Vhen the cancer research campaign was 
initiated. some eminent men sought to deal 
"·ith the matter something in the same 
n1anncr a~ th;, mountain gave birth to a 
mons-· The principal thing they asked for 
vas further protection for the British Medi­
( al .'issociation. \Vith other hon. members, 
I congratulate the Home Secretary on the 
sane and sensible stand he adopted in not 
accepting that proposal. 

Another· question that is sometimes IJ.Otice­
i!ble in cmall country towns, and for which 
no legislation is in existence so far, is the 
nracti· e of prostitution by one or two 
lvomcn. A man mav have a home with a 
family. and one or 'two women may come 
to reside close to his home for the purpose 
of practising prostitution. The law as it 
stands to-day cannot prevent that. 'l'he 
Home Sc.;retary asks the councils to do it. 
and the councils put it back on the Home 
Department. I certainly think something 
should be done in regard to that matter. 
~ot only doe' it wean that these people 
establish themselves near young children 
growjng up, but it also 1neuns the dissemina­
tion of disease, because where they are 
congregated in large numbers thev can be 
properly examined by medic~! officers and 
disease kept nnder control ; but in small 
country centres they are a danger, and, 
whether people like it or not, these matter, 
shonl·d be brought under the notice of the 
department which controls these things. It 
i::; a r:na tt.er of serious danger to young 
families growing up. If they arc within a 
hor::e or two, youngsters may bO in. Gene­
ral!.: Stleaking, thnsc women are not bad­
hcar·t.ed. Y uy often they give the youngsters 
lollies and treect them well, but incidentallv 
the youngsters may get to know what i's 
. "oing on and may be morally affected. It 
is too late this wssion, but the Home Score­
tar:; should g' t his officers to draft a Bill 
to deal '::·ith this pha ··c of our social life and 
· ce that an end is put to it during the next 
session. 

l\Ir. DEACOX (Cunninghum): I am pre· 
I .lf•'d to ao·:ist the Home Secretary to 
adn1inistc-r his dopartn1ont a little better 
than i' ha" been administer·ed. I admit the 
hon. gentleman has done a good deal of 
good. but ho could do a lot better if he 
shifted across to this side. 

Th[·l'£ is one thing vvherc he is wrong, 
and I think wo are quite jm.tiftcd in pro­
testmg c,·er,- year against the hospital tax. 
:\ cbody minds contributing to the hospitals 
in a fair '"ay, but to ca·,t the whole cost of 
the upkeep upon the ratepayers is not fair 
to the l'ural districts. It may operate all 
;·ight in the town, but we kn.ow very well 
that there j. no comparison between the 
Yaluc of the hnsiness clone on a small town­
shir area and the value produced on a 
smular area of farm land. To tax 
the O\Yner of property IS not a fair 
way of collecting the revenue at all. 
and I hope that in the near future we shall 
get a little consideration for the man on the 
land in regard to this tax. It is not a 
simple ma.tter, but one that he feels vcn· 
much. Take the district of Toowoomba. It 
hao been shown by memb.c:rs of the Ho .. pital 
Board that the people in the shire of 
~1illm<·rran contribute more pet· head than 
the people in Toowoomba. although there 
1s no comparison behYC~'n the benefits 

receiwd by the people residing in the shire 
of :\Iillmcrran and the benefits received by 
the people of Toowoomba. 

Some reference \Vas made this morning to 
tbe Government representatives on the 
hospital boards. It is essential that the men 
who are appointed to the board, whether 
Gc.Yernment representatives or not, should be 
men who will look after the interests of the 
ho,;pitals. A man's politics should not be 
ronsider·ed at all in relation to this matter. 
OncP a man goes on a hospital board he 
should not allow his political opinions to 
weigh with him at all in performing his 
dut-y. The Home Secretary is not justified 
in del_iboraiely selecting Government repr·e­
sc·ntatJycs on the boards merely on account 
of their politics. 'l'he interests of the people 
who ha Ye to go into the hospitals to he 
treated sl10uld be the sole consideration. It 
is no use putting a man on a hospital board 
Lccause ho is a supporter of the Labour Partv 
if he is. not suitable for hospital work. The 
main thing to be considered is the 
administration of the hospitah, and the 
Goyernment who put a man on a hospital 
hoard on account of his politics are not 
,,(·ting· in the interests of the State. 

The H O~IE SECRETARY : vV ould you pnt a 
man on the hoard if he is not in fa,-our of 
the Act? 

::\Ir. DEACOX: I would put any good man 
on the boar·cL All -~~ e have to consider is 
"·hcther he will do his duty to the hospital. 
The hon. gentleman kno·ws that, if we put 
decent mer, on the boards, they will consider 
solely the welfare of the people ,·ho haYe 
to be treated in the hospitals. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: \Vhen the 
Xationalists ha,-e a majorit" on the shi,·e 
councils they do not put a' proportion of 
Labour men on the hospital boar·ch . 

;\Ir. DEACOX: If they do not put a 
Labour n:!an on a boa.rd as a subscribers' 
representative, it is be<"a.,.uso the n1an is not 
fitted for the work. The Government, ho'""-
0Ycr. put men on the board who are not fit 
for the posrtion. There are manv anti-LaboUJ' 
uen whom I would not put on the hospital 
board·'· because they are not fit for the 
pobition. and there are also many nominees 
of the Government who are not 'fit for the 
position. 

I do not see that we arc getting the 
in·"re tse in the number of police which is 
J·<'cessary. 'Ve all know that an insufficient 
r,umbor of policemen are appointed each 
year, considering the extensiJn of the "\vork 
they lwYe been given to do. The Commis­
sioner has bC'en reducing the number of 
stations because he is short of men, men 
having been taken away from some stations 
UJ supply a shortage in other place>. 

[5 p.m.] 

:VIr. FRY: There were pi 'nt:· of police 
a bout this building the other day. 

::\lr. DEACO::'f: The Government ha,·e 
ct•rtainly boon doing their best during the 
last couple of days, and apparently there 
has been an increase in the police force. 
The Estitnatcs provide for an increase of 
tLirty-one this 'JOUr, but last year there was 
1lO increase at all, and the yl':ar befme there 
,~·as an increase of twenty-nine. 

One thing I want to refer to is the 
gambling that goes on at sports in South 
Brisbane. I always look upon gambling as 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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being altogether wrong. It is a bad business. 
\Ve stop it in other sports, and, if it is 
wrong for one, ~t is wrong. for ~he. lot. If 
it is wrong at tin hare racrng, It rs vlrong 
at other sports. \Vhy not go the whole hog 
and stop gambling altogether? 

:Mr. CoSTELLO: Arc you advocating that? 

:Mr. DEACON: Of course I am. Stop 
gambling at other places. Why should we 
not stop it at Albion Park and all the' other 
racecourses? \Vhat is the difference bet,reen 
gambling in one place and gambling at 
another place? 

:Ylr. HARTLEY: If you would not allow 
betting on tin hares, vvould you alloY·{ 
~·anlbling on tinned rabbit'? 

1\llr. DEACON: I would not allow the hon. 
member to bet on anything because I do not 
tl,ink he sr mid lose his money. I have not 
sufticicnt <;onfidence in his judgn1ent. 
(Lwghtor.) 'Why not cut out the " Golden 
Ca:.:ket" and all these ga1nbling in"titutions-: 
Unc is as bad as the other. I cannot ·''ee 
,-ny diffeJ.·cnce. \i\.,.hy not go on wit;l t.he 
business and clean up the lot, eYe!l if it did 
get rid of some jobs? 

One ntatter which tho GoYernn1cnt ought 
to c:-:nsidor is the request which the Country 
\V omen's ~\ssociation -has brought before them 
on scYcrnJ occasions. I haYo abo hLard hon. 
members opposite speak about it. I rei,·r 
to the need for a home for people \Yho are 
not capable of takin:~; care of the·,,seh·es 
uncl who have nobody to take care of thel)1. 
It is not right to send thmn to a lunatic 
ae\'lum. bccaus:; they are not lunatics, and 
th'Cv only want tal;:ing care of. fJ.,he Goyern­
ruellt should seriously consider the establish­
lnent of a hon1e to vrhich such people can b , 
Sf 11t. 

~~nothor n1uttcr I want tG speak about i~ 
th- adrni;.1i tration of the St,·-'-o Children 
Dcp~rilnent. I ha Ye nothing again: t tlh~ 
achninistration of the departm('_;_lt except tha'V 
\Yhcn sorncbody in the country wD.nts a boy 
or girl the department at once wants to 
kr..ow thD di',tance the place is Ul\·ay fron1 
tht: raihvay, and, if it is tc·o far ay·a:~, thr 
, pplication i,, refused. The idea is to keep 
ail the children in places where the mcpcctors 
can e~~e then1 at a rninirnun1 expense. ...4.s a 
rrsult _of that policy, i_n 'cry 1nany c~scs 
the cluldrcn arc kept 111 the toY:ns, lYnc.~l 
thev should get out into th•: country, IYhel'e 
it ,~·ould be better for them. In every ca-e 
\Yhcro it can be shown thct life in the 
cc·untrv would be. better for a child, I think 
th:.t child chould be sent into the country. 
Of course, it iJ not ahvays best to send thc1n 
out into th" country. They 1nay not be 
''uitable for the life in the c·.:».Jntry, but in 
cYcry cuse whore it is possible I think that 
course should be follor eel. On an averag·e, 
these children have a better chance \Yhen 
they arc -~ent to the country. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC \YORKS: The 
1najority of them arc sent to the country. 

:\h. DE.\ CON: I do not think t h_,,. arc 
actual1v sent to the country. ·You n1ight 
a, \vcfl ha Ye the:n in Bri~b 1nc a:3 1--.::. Y2 

thcrn in srnall coun.iry to-..YI1!'. The dcpa1 tnt.:n:: 
k(.·.·ps the children IYithin bandy di.;,tnnce 
f'O , that they can -be inspected witl1 Yery 
litdo difficulty. The first ti1ing on;: i~ a~·d\:~rl 
on rnaking application for a boy or .. ~nrl 
is ·whether the applicant i~ ,\·lthln n'tl(·Jl of 
a railv,·ay line, and how ]t)llg it \rill 1al·:e 
an inspector to reach the place. 

[Jfr. Deacon. 

The vote for "Relief of Aboriginals" ha'· 
been reduced by nearly £4.0~G this year. I 
take it that there is about the sarne rnll11ber 
of aboriginals t.o attend tn, so t har \\"0 are 
economising at their expense. I do uot think 
that is a fair thing. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC VVORKS : Th t 
is not so. 

1\Ir. DEACON: There is a shrinlmg<J in 
the vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 1f the 
hen. gentleman will examine tho Est.innte~, 
he will find that the decrease is most! v in 
;: Contingencies." ~ 

Mr. DEACON: There is a reduclir;n in ihe 
vote. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The 
aboriginals are better treated in QuccliJland 
than they arc in any other part of tite Coc:,­
monwealth. 

Mr. DEACON: That does not matt_•r. The 
hon. g-entleman says so, bnt i1t: {~•-:. ·~ nc,r 
kno\v any n1ore about it than I do. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORi~S : The 
rrotector- of ..t:"'lLol'i(;inal.::i- in \Y cst~'""'ril. At•s:-r.J.li.~t 
,;aid so the other d cy. 

J\Ir. DEACOI\f: ln Quccu bnd 'Xl! nrP 

r · ducing the vote. \Ve h ·ve taken the 
country fron:.. these people, and no\v wo arc 
reducing the vote. It is nt:t L ir that \Yt.: 

should be r::1can at their exneJ~:..c. It is n,J 
use swving that we are doini n10!.'e tln~.!l ~u:y 
other State; \VC are not doing enough. 

The SECRLT:\RY FOR PUBLIC \:t,-oiu~s: T}w 
transfBe of the aboriginals flJn1 the Tal'OOL.~ 
st2.t:ion has resulted in a saving ~o tl:c dspY:·c­
nlcnt. 

1~Ir. BP.AXD: l'\ot n1uch. 

:::.Ir. DEACO::.J": There n1ight 
in 111onr y, but is the transfer .for 
of the :; borlgin.als? 

a .~a~. i1 
L" "fit 

Tho SECRET\RY FOR PuDr~-~ \Yo.:.~ 
their rcqnircnH~nts haYe been cub 
in this vote. 

J.Ie. DE_\.CO:~: I want f.traightout 
infonnation. The ho:1. g8nt~·Ln1a..i: s" ys that 
aC their rcquireL'iCnts have been cut, reci for, 
but has the tra11sfer of the settL~~,,cnt been 
a b:.-.llcfit to the .'boriginals? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:DLIC \','oRI;R: iVc hacl 
to transfer tho station because of the con­
~truction of the Ce«tle Creel;: irri_;;aiion 
,,chcrnc. 

::\1r. DEACON: 'Ne t<tke their conntrv from 
thmn, and o cut down their rnou8y. I 
think it is a mi,.tJ.k·o.:'. I ·do not thin'k \Yf 

E<hould treat thcrn in a n1ean \V.a.',~. TheY 
should have rho full benefit of th;, mane~:. 
f'Yen though it i1 in1pcssible to 0ffec~ a. saving. 

:\Ir. LLEWELYN (Too;'oomba): At the 
outset I "\Vould like to express rnv apprecia­
tion at the remarks rnadc by the hOn. Inember 
for '"~~r\v:ic~~ I ~In absolqt;::ly in, accor·4 ":'r~th 
what 1L said. Ho rcferrcu to t!~ ") ae:tnni.Ie 
of the IIorne Departrncnt in it; r~·gard for 
th-: infant, the indiB"ent, the a~ed. and th .... 
care of the <c~;,: and suffering. -

The onh- criticisn1 I have hrRrd rn thi-, 
Yote bus bcnn in reference to the IIospital, 
Acts. The r.roovvoon1ba ho:::pital v;·as the fir~t 
ho~pitrrl in the State to rnake application tr; 
rhc Government to bo distric· .d. I sa\' 
-.,rithout hesitation that the application c;£ 
the Act to the Toowoc.inha hC'.;pl•~d ha~ 
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1esulted in the institntion being placed. on 
a very much sounder and more efhcwnt 
basis than previously. 

::Vfr. BRAXD: Has the ambulance been taken 
o,·er by the hospital? 

:VIr. LLEWELYN: No. It will not be 
Hecessary for the hospitals to take over the 
work of the ambulance brigades, proYid£'d 
they are financed as they are at the presenL 
time. I am hoping that the people of 
Queensland. will continue to appr.eciato the 
work of such a wonderful mst1tuhon as the 
ambulanc• , and that it will not be neces­
;arv for it to come under tho Act. 

Ylr. CLAYTOX: Wh:· did they interfere >Yich 
the an1bulanco at lviar: borough? 

:VIr. LLEWELYN: There rnav be local 
euuditions there which a1··e not aJ)plicabk to 
Toowoomba. 

::Vlr. CLAYTOX: No; they were in a good 
iinancial position and rendering good ,,e1·vict'. 

:\L·. LLE\VEL Y::-.r: I do r2ot lmo•·· an0 thing 
abcut arnbulance affair3 at ?.Iary 1 ~ n·o·H:;-h. 
1. ut in other c.:ntres the afL ir' of t~~c; 
···rnhulanco aTe. n1an:gcd rron~111ically, a~~~l 

th' :-.rn1e bme ~,1ve a n1:.:xnnm.u of eu~-
to the public. That being so, l 

c:anno\ c.::Jncciy; of anv rcas0n the nmbu-
}arkc should be bl·ought under rrc.opitals 
_-\ ~-.;... 

Th£' Ji.:~ric.Ling o£ t.ho Too\Yoornbr: hospi~al 
\Y[L"' a 1.o·v diff_,rent matter. f?.)."1e tnnc p1·1or 
to the hO.::pital h~ing ·disirici eel it 1vas in 
·l ve;y zliBicult position and v:as un;::_b:..; ~ J 

'oile:t ufficicnt funds to finance the ·. cl·'c 
iro1n nwnth to Innnth. Tho com1 jtb e :tt 
Yrll'lous tin1c3 WJ.P hard pui· to it io fi.r.d the 
\:Lc'rc·:·.·ithal to ( 1rrv on the ,,·oriL Son1e­
'-llC had to suffer ih0rebv, and, \Yh.·n the 
nro11er c·re of the siCk Was tndangerc~rl in 
this ... nlann.Jr, the only rcmed;,. v~,.a · to cE~trict 
the in::titut:ion. I arn partl~,- in. '\vi_~l 
· 01nc of the sentiments 

opposi: J. I believe thrrc ··re· c"r­
Inen financi: Jly sound 1.vho ate in n.. 

r:<o~itioi1 to contribute their quota to tb0 
· cf a hos~lit,-J -..Yho do J~o',_ do F'J. and 

is necessary tllat they should be compelled 
to pay their quota. 

::-..rr. BRAKD : \Vo are all in acc",rd -, ith 1 he 
general principle, pl'OYid.r cl the tax is sproa l 
tn·C'r the whole comn1ur11t:,.-. 

:VIr. LLEWELYN: I ha.-e in mv hand 
rill interesting table sho1ring the loco.l 
authorities 01nbracerl in the Too~,Ycmnba. hG · 
Dit the di;;trict,· together 1vith th< rtULlber ( ~ 
in·opcrty owners inYoh·ccl, 1 ~~-: pi't, .cpt str·. :_d;:, 

.· nd the aYcra~jC a1nonnt l;<.L}d Pf'l' propcrt·._, 
O\\·ner in each lo,_ ·d anthorit.Y distrif't. It 
!'f_•ad.:;-

Local Authority. 
i I . Average 
/ No. of /Hospibl 
1Property Precept. Pr~;!rty i Owners. !1927 -28. Owner. 

______ i _____ £ __ ~ 

Toowoomba 
Cambooya 
Clifton .. 
Cro',\ "s Ne"t 
Dra~vton 
Highfields 
Jondaryan 
.Millmerr,ln 
Pittsworth 
Ros"Jie .. 
Tarampa 

5,520 1,602 5 9 
586 455 15 6 
931 737 15 10 
77:-5 .t.:3] J 1 ~ 
658 2~-! 7 {j 
0'11 313 n ri 

1,44_8 1 1,206 lG o 
7=22 I G91 . lf) 4 

1,os;; 619 1 11 j 

2,200 917 '1. 8 J 
1,298 465 I 7 2 

15,877 £7,380 9 7 

This is equal to a rate over the whole dis­
trict of 0.369d. in the £J:. 

Mr. CLAYroo.: Do you say that is all the 
tax they pa:,·? 

Mr. LLEWELY:N: Yes. 
Mr. CLAYTOK : That is only the direct tax, 

but they also pay an indirect tax. 
Mr. LLEWEL YN: In the Toowoomba 

hos')ital area there arc 15,877 property 
ow~ors, whose total precept is £7,580, or 
an aYerao-o of 9s. ?cl. each. Surely there 
is not mu~h to cavil at in that? 

J\Ir. BRAND : Do you say th9 farmers pay 
on]v that amount? 

::v"rr. LLK\YI:LYN: I do. I have given 
rou each shire with the nutnbcr of property 
~wners and the amount of precept, and I 
have a1so given the average. 

}Jr. EDWAHDS: Thn t is only in respect of 
Hnall allotments. 

The SEcR:..T.IRY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Rub­
bish! 

~,rr. LLE\VBLYX: Does tb hon. member 
thin', that ti,o chmve falls ·only on the m,an 
wol'king out .idc thv iownshrp aJ?-d not a1so 
on tho n1an in the tovvn --.,\-orlnng on the 
uU~i~; Fq,,e 'f I c~n disJ..bnsc his nlind 011 

that scoc '· [£ hon. rnembei·s will divest 
thcil' rni.:1c:·, of prejudice and look on t~e 
nLttlcr in a pL·£ectly fair ,, ay, th0y_ ;v1ll 
[Lhnit t1wt a con1parison of the condrbons 
obt'lining in the Too-..vco1nba hospital to-day 
with those which pre;-~iled prior to the 
lorrislation of this Government sho'.;S the 
co~t to t.h.; loeal authority to b..: _a 1nere 
b t"·llo in c'mlparison with the Interests 
(1£ sick in the community. Thci:t interests 
a::.'--, w: should be, the concern of everybody. 

I-Ion. nlcn1bers Dpposite have n1adc re~er­
f·nce to t.h~ representation on the hcsp1tal 
board.'. IL rnv· o;vn case, be£oro I recoln­
nlcndcd an~ pCrson fo1~ appointn1e~t to the 
rpCOi.YDO!nb- ho£:nital board I submitted the 
!~latter to the .._Toowoomba branch .of the 
..:\n'::trali:_ .l Labour Part.y, \Y~lich rr1ade the 
~,~lcchon bJ pl 1 bi~cite. l sec nothing wrong 
in that. 

:VIr. I'.n\xD: \Ylw siwuld they be consulted 
in tho 1na tter? ~ 

::-.lr. LLEvVELYN: The recommendations 
arc n1ade by the parliamentary rcprcsenta­
tiyc, ·.vho, in turn, puts the onus on the local 
branch of the Australian Labour Party. T~at 
is a fair and den1ocratic way of conducting 
the busine '"· ]\fen from the Labour ranks 
rrivo their time free. They aro possessed of 
the same high standard of intcllig:cnce as men 
on the other side, 

1
and I am 1qu1~~ sure tha.t 

the Labour lll£'l1locrs on tno Ioowoomba 
Hmpitah Board are above the average. 
TheY rro there Sunday after Sunday and 
ottend bto various matters, and I resent the 
cheo,p meer o£ members opp<;>site at the 
'election of Labour representatives. 

:\fr. CoRSER: Xo personal ,n.1at~er was 
brought in at all. It was the pnncrple that 
''"e attacked. 

Mr. LLEWRLY~: As a principle I do 
not f'('e V('rToT rnuch \J'l'Oilg v.rith it, rrhe 
}fo.-lJitals ACt has been a boon to the con1-
J;;un'it~-. and it does not im['Y" a h":rdship 
on R1lvone. ·when I as conncct.ocl 'nth the 
aln1miance brigade it WUB rny .duty to_ ~~- to 
people ::tnd ask them to suppc;rt that J?::s ... Itu­
tioa and some of the w<· alth1o,t men m. the 
co:n~nunitv never ;:;.ubscribcd a penny piece. 
The s:un8 thing applirs to the hospitals. 

Jfr. Ll6u:elyn.] 
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Vi'hat is the position to-day? The property­
owners, whether thC'y like It or not, have to 
subscribe. 

Mr. BRAXD: \Yhy only the property­
owners? 

Mr. LLEWELYK: Great Britain also had 
a voluntary system, and that voluntary system 
has failed. We have to look after the sick 
and the afflicted, and we cannot depend on 
the vagaries of human nature. \Ye must 
admit that the sick and afflicted should be 
the first care of the community, and the best 
way uf financing the hospitals is that pro­
vided by the Act, although it may not be 
perfect. 

J\!r. BRAKD: \Vhat is wrong with nationali­
?ation? 

::Ylr. LLE\YELYN: There Is nothing 
wrong with nationalisation. 

During this debate considerable reference 
has been made to the traffic regulations, and 
I desire to refer more particularly to the 
regulation regarding the tail lights of 
motor vehicles. It would apvear that that 
rcg·ulation provides that the tail light shall 
continue to burn at the rear of the ca1· 
during ihe whole time the ur is moving; 
but it does not require a great knovdedge 
of electricity to know that it ,.,·ould be 
p03sible for anyone with a criminal bent to 
arrange for the tail light to be controlled 
fr01n the driver's seat. This is a 1nattcr to 
which the attt,ntion of the traffic authorities 
should be drawn. 

I desire also to make some reference to 
om· \Vestbrook Home. Several hon. members, 
particularly on the Government side, have 
referred to oar subnormal and abnormal 
children. Possibly an abnormal boy will 
learn something at a picture show that he 
should not, and I am glad that the Director 
of State Children made some drastic com­
ments in this regard in his report. Those 
concerned should take this matter into con­
sideration and see whether it is not possible 
so to regulate the pictures shown that thev 
will not influence our children in the direc­
tion indicated bv the Director of State 
Children. • 

At 5.25 p.m , 

The CnAIRMAK rnsumod the chair. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: I desire to pay a 
tribute to the sup0rintcndent of the Boys' 
Home at \Vestbrook. The ,,uperintendent 
has over ninety boys under his care at 
present. I suppose the highe· t tribute that 
·could be paid to the home is tha.t the boys 
who have left the institution and gone out 
into life have made good as the result of 
the car~ exercised by the superintendent in 
the moulding of their character'. These 
boys have written at different times to the 
superintendent telling him how they are 
getting on, and thanking him for the great 
interest he manifested in them while they 
were inmates of th2 institution. At Christ­
mas and other periods of the year they 
Slnd donations in money and in kind. They 
have made good as members of the com­
munity, and have a kindly thought for 
the boys who arc inmates at the present 
time, and send along gifts as a token of 
appre~iation of the treatment they them­
selves received. Every provision is n1ade 
for the physical wellbeing of the boys at 
the home. They are taught cricket, tennis, 
football, and all the sports which lead to 
physical development, and their moral train-

[Mr. Llewelyn. 

ing and educational welfare are not lost 
sight of. It behonos me as a member for 
a district close to the institution to speak 
a kindly word in favour of the work of 
the superintendent and his staff. 

Mr. ROBER'l'S (East 1'oowoomba): I wish 
to deal with the vote for the "Chief Office," 
but, first of all, I de<Jire to de"l with the 
statements made by the hon. member for 
Toowoomba in connection with the appor­
tiomnent of the hospital tax. It was very 
nice to hear the hon. member say that the 
aYerage for the city of Toowoomba is 5s. 9d., 
but he was kind enough to point out what 
has been said on this side of the Chamber 
all day-the--inequality of the tax as it falls 
upon the man on country land-and he has 
proved it. I will show how futile his argu­
ment is, and the inequality of the tax in 
regard to the country districts. He says 
their a\·erQge rangos from 15s. 10d. to 16s. 4d. 
a year. It is not a question of the an'ragc 
tax, but what is the individual tax. 

A GO\'ERN~l£KT MEMBER: What about the 
relative ability to pay? 

:'·Ir. ROBERTS: The averag·e tax is the 
tax spread over the property owners in nn~ 
citv of Toowoomba, but the man in the 
cotmtry has to pay land tax in addition to 
the hospital ta'i:. I say that is unfair. 
If " man has only 100 acres of agriculi ural 
land, for iEstancc, he will have to pay SD!ne­
lhing. 

Th'. SEcnETARY FOR PuBLIC \\"oHKS: It is 
loos than ~d. in the £1. 

Mr. HOBRRTB: Broadly speaking, he 
would pay £2 a ye:,r. 'l'his tax is going to 
increase. The hon. gentleman knows eqaally 
with m~celf that so far we arc onlv in the 

• experimental stac:e. Let "the hon. 
[5.30 p .. m.] member look at the new hospital 

buildings in Tooweomba. I have 
no fault to find with them, but we knJW 
that the co~t has yet to be put on the people 
in the Toowoomba hospital area. \Vhat i3 
it going to be? I say quite definitely this 
afternoon that the hon. Lncmber's statcm.ent 
is not ·,: orlh lhe efiMt he put into it. The 
tax is not an equitable tax at all. 

I am not concerned as to appointn1ents tv 
hospital committees. I know that it is the 
nohcv of the Government to make thL·ir 
~ppolntments, .and v:hile they arc the Gu· 
vcrHn1cnt I, like the hon. 111Cn1bcr ~fnr 
Burke, bow to their wilL (Laughter.) 1 
lmD\Y th~t the hon. member for Too .. ·oomhi1 
finds considerable difficulty in sati -lymg 
his p2ople in the Inutter of getbng the·;_, 
appointment', and I sc·mpathise with Liu1 
under the circumstanc:3. 

In this country of ours there is an 
estimable body of women known as tJ,r, 
Country \Vomen's Association. T.hey han· 
asked the Home Secretary to appomt one 
their nominees to the committee of 
Toowoomba hosnital. but the Home Se·.'l'C· 
tan· has said tl1at 1t cannot be donc-tlnt 
the' Act would haYe to be amended. I \nut 
to gi\·e the lie to that. It could be done ii 
the ::Yiinistcr were willing to flont th., 
recommendation of the Australian Lal:our 
Party at Tomvoomba and appoint one of 
these women. There is nothing to prevent 
him doing it, but he must bow to the 
majority of his pa,rty at Toowoomba a!ld 
take their appointees. although othenVIse 
he could quite easily have accepted two of 
their nominations and ·appointed the 
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non1incc of the Conntrv \Von1en's Associa. 
tion. .\ll thi' moomhi;1e is no good. \Vc 
want to h,• up and doing things. \Vc \Yant 
to look facts fairly and squarely in the face. 

:;l.h. H.mTLEY: Do vou know that the 
Country \Votnen's A·•~-o~-iation is a political 
body' 

Mr. ROBER'fS: I deny that quite defi­
niteh·. The Countrv \Vomen's Association is 
not 1.1olitical, but I. do not want in any way 
to bring it into the que5tion in that ,~·ay. 

:Mr. HARTLEY: You have done it. 

::Vlr. ROBERTS: The association is doing 
a very great work for the women of this 
State. 

Now I want to deal with two or three 
matters affecting the chief vote of this 
department, because I am somewhat dif­
ferent to manv hon. members who have 
spoken to-day. 'I am not altogether satisfied 
with this department. I recognise that the 
officers have a great amount of work to do. 
In fact, they are called upon to do much 
more than they are able to do capably. I 
am not making that as a charge against the 
Home Secretary or his officers. I recognise 
that possibly the Government are calling on 
the department to do more than it is able to 
do, but I say that things are not being done 
as ,.fficiently and promptly as they should 
be done in a department of the public 
service. 

Take the Darling Downs Pest Destruction 
Board. We know that, unfortunately, some­
body in the Home Secretary's office blun­
dered. It could be found out where the 
blunder occurred, because someone must 
have blundered at the start. The Pest 
Destruction Boa-rd at Toowoomba was 
anxious to get certain privileges and con­
ditions, and suggested to the Home Secre­
tary that certain powers should be given to 
it. Why it wanted some of them I do not 
know. I ha.ve told some of the members­
and there is no reason whv I should not 
r<·peat it here--that they we're only looking 
for trouble in asking for these privileges. 
They wanted to take over the fruit fly work 
a11d other p<•·t work pertaining to the fruit 
industrv in the Toowoomba district-a verv 
good t.ask, but impossible for them. Th{s 
Parliament has shown th~t to be so by pass­
ing a special Act in 1918, which Act. how· 
l'ver. the Government have never been game 
to administer. The Bill, when introduced, 
provided for a charge on the fruitgrower. 

The then Leader of the Government, Mr. 
Thecdorc. errid thot it "·ould be a mistake 
b pass the Bill in that form, and it was 
amended. ·cnfortunately, this board camG 
along with the mrr1restion that a bv-law 
should b~ approved ·e~1a biing it to call ·upon 
tbe frnitgTO\vers in that di~trict-a very large 
district-to pay from 5s. fJr every tree from 
ono to twPnty-fh·c, a•1cl other graduated 
rJaOnljlS up to £2. The Home DeparLnent 
should have consulted with the Department 
of Agriculture. when it \\'Otlld have con­
cludul that it W8S inadYisable b promulgate 
such a b.v-Inw. At anv rate. the lJY-~aw v.-as 
approved, and it Ynli' then disc )YCl'~'d by the 
Crown Law Cf!icc that the board had no 
otanding. The board hac! appointed officers. 
udlE'd upon people to n1ake their returns, 
and ccllcrtcd fees. Quite a number of p:·oplc 
rdmrd to pay the fe~s, bnt others, rather 
than run the risk of the lYJlice court pro~ecu~ 
tion ·whiclt was threatened, contributed to 
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tlJC fund, and £700 odd was collected. I 
understand that the board is still waiting to 
sec if it is possible for the Home Department 
to validate the by-law, so that the money 
can be utilised. \Vhen the \Vater Act was 
being discussed in the country this matter 
came up for discussion also. The men 
engaged in the fruit industry- did not object 
to paying a reasonable amount for the 
eradication of the pests affecting their 
ir.dustry, but they contend-and they should 
kuow-they ar·e the men in the business­
that thc,,e pests cannot be dealt with in one 
distl·ict, and, unless the board is made State­
wide, very little can be done. They object 
to being made a buffer area for some other 
locality. They say that clown the range in 
the Tarampa district the pests breed in 
n'illior·s, so they cannot be eradicated in the 
Toowoomba area. 'l'hey say that such an 
idea is unthinkable, and for that reason they 
object. I am voicing their objection to-day, 
and I am definitely accusing the Home 
Department of having blundered. The board 
has no power. Someone went wrong in this 
matter and caused this board a lot of incon­
venience. It has become an object of 
ridicule, and no action has been taken with 
the money beyond its investment at. the pre­
sent moment. The Home Department should: 
give a decision promptly so that the board 
may know just exactly where it stands. 

Some time ago I presented a petition from 
the people of Willowburn asking for the 
construction of a certain road to meet the 
convenience of the asylum. It was pointed 
out that this road could be constructed at 
very little expense, provided the department 
approved. I have not heard a word since 
about the petition. It shows there must be 
something ,,·rang somewbcre. 

'I1wn there is the caee of St. Y in cent's 
hospital. That institution secured a very 
valuable grant from the Ho:ne Department. 
I was asked to interest mysdf in the matter, 
and presumably the same request was made 
lo the hon. member for Toowoomba, because, 
when people are in need, they use every 
cpportunity to secure. n:presenta!ion. There 
rhould be some courteous rcL•twn between 
the )iinister and the departmental officers 
and members of Parliament. It should not 
be uccessary for n1on1ber~ of Parliatnent to 
,·isit the department to a;k definitely whether 
ce-rtain things have been done. I aftcnYards 
ascertain<•d--not through the department­
that the Government had decided to grant 
£5GO to St. Vincent's hospit.J. That ha' 
placed that w~ndcrful institution in a very 
unfortunate position. 

They haYc their priYate wards. bnt they 
d0 n !a~~ge arnount of pubEc work for the 
~ick cf the district, and. rightly or wrongly, 
a~snr11c th''lt the;: han~ to t-lke in public 
pe.tir nts. They find now that their vote is 
£El. · only, and this ·will pla(B thctn in an 
unfortunate po,.ition. 

Thc~e tnaUeY~ ar'-' o£ l 'll;:;~i~ i~nport!lnc~ 
and :-:how rne that ~ornfthinr; is ~dipping in 
connection "',:ith th~s departnu!r.t, and, if so, 
it i-; 111y duty to Yoice 1n:;- opinion. I pro­
po~e to take occasion to dis<-U·"' the Yarious 
votes affecting n1a tters concerning n1y O'\.Yll 
clce:tor,de or the interests of the State. 

The city council of Toowoomba is giYing 
Ycr•,- definite evjdencc of a desire to do sorne­
thiJ]g for the health of the Jl''ople. This 
week they are holding a sp< ial health week. 
I arr1 pleased to kno',V that the progres~ 

J~Tr. Ttob£rts.] 
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<t ~o_ iatio:- ... a1:.d the Cm111tr\' \YonH~n·s ...:-\~so-
·ciation co-cpcrating with thQ cit·:· 
<:ntl'lcil Ett'mwtino: to do all that is 
po,·iblt~ to try ;:u~fl in,Huencc the n1inds of 
tl10 puLliL' on. how nC'ccssa:;,-~- ir is tn give 
thPir f-ir..:.r atter:tion 1uatters \'Oncerning 
ht>rrlth. Thi:-3 \Ycek on health are 

lJ,· 1nen ar:cl officers 
a·ll in a11d arour:.d 
di~trict. I tllll plcast?cl to 

;o tl: m. 

\\Thile sitting iu tl1i·; ChanllJL>r I haY(~ 
~lTUtiiii::-.'d lignrP:-' th<lt urc included in 
tlw n'po.n the Dnn\\<ch RPncvole'lt A~_dnrn. 
On p:-1gc 13 I find th~'l'C i~ a statc'.10nt giving 
tlw gro.:d aLd net cxpc11dit:Jre and th co~t 
p ·r ht>ad nf tl:e innEtF·-.:. I Blll ahya_ 
aiL\.iou~ to know as n•'arl.v as po~::-ible the 
amollll1 of n1oney Wt1 obtain frorn the 
Common'.YCalth Gon:-rnn1cnt for the inn1atc:-; 
of Dunwich who receive 1 he old-age pens:on, 
I do not know bov,~ n1nny instrtiH'P"' si1nilar t' 
tlw o1~c I a1n aLout to n~fer to could be found 
if \\ _, \\ ~llt th_·ongh tlJ;: \Yholc of the rl'r,ort.-, 
ot the nb-clepal·tnit·nts. but I found that thi~ 
~tla'uiCI:t docs not balar.c '· In on0 in:-.t.:::tnce 
it is £410 out ancl in another in~1anee £90 
·Dut. That sho\Y~ nlP that the work is not 
bein~~- done a:-; it 2-ilould be. If this is 
·evi<lc'nce of the ge1wral run of sub-depart· 
nH'nt-., then tlwre is not n1uch in it. To rr1e 
it i, a most important matter. A public 
docu1nent ~hould be C.:OlTl)Ct, and 11rinters' 
errors should not occur. I have not the 
tiniC nor Jo I desire to go through thl:~w 
reports to see if they are correct, \Vhen I 
1·ead them, I assume that thev are reliable 
,and authentic. This shows th'at someone is 
not doing his job. If the officers in this 
department have more than thcv can do it 
is up to us to see that thev iue assist'ec!. 
I do 110t want to complain, but I have reason 
to believe that the department is overworked, 
I -·ay that definitely. The Home Secretary's 
Drpartmeut is called upon to administer 
more than it is able to deal with. That is 
what I have been attempting to illustrate 
this afternoon. It is a department that 
comes in contact with e\'ery person in the 
conununity at ::oinc- tin1e or other. either at 
birth. maniage, or death. It has linlwd u.J 
with the whole system of this communi!~. 
I appreciate the job which the departme;1t 
has to undertake, and for this reason I want, 
to have reliable and authentic information 
placed before us. The matter of the con·e­
sponrlence which I mentioned, together with 
th1s JncmTect table and other matters satis­
'fws me that officers of the departme'nt are 
DYNworke<L If not. then sonH'OJH> is not 
doing his job, 

:\1r. LLEWELY;'-; (Toowoomba): The 
hon, member for East Toowoomba has 
referred to the question of Government assist­
ance to St. "Vincent's ho~pital, Toowoomba. 
I know that the hon, gentleman. like mvsclf 
has intereste·d himself in the welfare o( that 
institution. and I desire to give him fuil 
cr0dit for iL As the result of our joint 
representations, t-he Horne Secretary'~ D,cparr­
~uent has granted an additional £250, which, 
eon"idering the n1anv deinands made upon 
the " Go 1 den Cask~t" funds, IS a very 
generous donation. 

I i<hould like to refer to the work of the 
Counb·y \Yornen's Association. I clo not 
for one moment regard that as a political 
body. because in my experience-and I ]1ayc 
:had a considerable amount-its activities 

[Mr. Roberts. 

drl' ]n r~o \Ya:..· politiud. ar:d I feel it HlV 

dut.v to g"iYe uttl'runc~· t J that fact to-day. 

::\Ir. Dc\SH (Jfun,lill(!h''l'/'11): 1 am plr'<t'Pd 
tu note increa..-··-d allorntinn.-; fol' Innnv of 
the in~titut}ons COYPl'Cd by this YOtC. . 

R·_•fprcnre ba.-; b~·on n1adL• to the wurk 1 

(w cfiiccl'S of th~' }ionH' Se>cl·ct<:.ry·;'l Dcpan­
lllPLt. and, as one "\Ylw ha~ had a lV-· .:-1 d~ ai 
to do 1\'ith the dcpanuu_'Ilt. I \.-i~h, 1 o •-ccord 
n1y ITIC''d of prajse to th~.._· ofiicr•r_;;;. Innn tl1P 
t 'nc1cr St:r-rctar;· do\Yll to the llH'S~L-~1.!l'Cl'. ::\"o 
1nattcr how r;_n;ch trouLlL• tht..''." Illa\· be put 
to, the~': ci!lcer::; arc <.ll all r'illlt'·' 'oulv too 
a11xicu::-; to find out the true fact;-:; 'uf a 
ea• '-' aJid to afforJ all the infonnation ihat 
it is in their power to cou-;-cy. 

Speaking· for n1y D\Yll clec1 UL"". I ca11 
,ay that in tlw fJl'l'::-"~'llt l-IonH.' ~L'('l'('t~1r:_v wr­
harP u11e of the nw~t s.nnpatht'tic ~liui::dl'l'.-. 
1<rho lH'l n; ('Onrrulled that d._>partmL'Jlt. It 
is said that a fanner IIonu: Sr-cr·etan·, in ihr­
pcr::\011 of tbe hon. n1crnber for Alben. was 
abu lllO;'t considerate. but. of C'our:::.'-'· that 
gentlen1an's oc~..-·upancy of the po.,ition \\a,:; 
bofore n1y time, ancl l ~peak only of fact:-. 
within n1y knowleJgc. 

In Mr, Gall, the Cndn ~L'trctarv, "'" 
haYe an officer ·well fittc•d to di~l'harg·e the 
duties which he i' C'lllPd upon to uudertakr·; 
and even officer from Mr. Chutcr. the A><,j,_ 
taut Under Secretary, to the lHL's;o;engcr, :1\lr. 
~lulcahy, :is of the 1nost courteous di:::posi~ 
tion. 

I think one of the bc;t inotitutions >H' han• 
in Queensland to-day ]' the oobv ciiuic. 
whooe operations I am hopeful , will be 
extend0d still further. 'l'hat the work of the 
clinic~ is of serYice cannot be df'nietl: the 
tribute,; paid by mothers who ha..-e taken 
advantage of their services is proof of that. 
A point which is sometimes lost sight of 
1s that these clinics are e;iabli,;hed not 
to treat children when thcv arc sick but 
to give advice \Yhich may prevent chil­
dren from contracting various forms of ill­
ness. The babies are well cared for and the 
nurses employed are very highly skil10cl. 
The department, in eBtablishing rnatcrnity 
wards, arranged for cert.a.in nurses who held 
·double certificates to come along and get 
experience in child \Yclfare: and they were 
afterwards able to conduct the clinics in other 
towno. I would like to see babv clinics estab­
lished, with trained nurses in" charg.e, visit­
ing the back country and giving the mothers 
tuition the same as is done in the ciiie '· I 
think that is the intention of the Home 
Secretary, and, if they are established under 
somewha~ similar conditions to the domestic 
;;:.eience carri3.ges good \York- will be done and 
t 1JC money will be .veil spent. 

Some criticism has taken place in connec­
liou with the ·'Golden Casket,. and to the 
fact that the funds recei..-cd in this way are 
nscd to assist charitable institutions. A gDod 
deal of re,·cnuc comes frorn thnt source, and, 
if it had not bC'cn for the holding of the 
•· Golden Casket." •.hat nioney vrou]d haYe 
been sent to Hobart and ul ilised there. The 
clo~ing up of the .. ~GDldcn Casket" in 
Queensland >vould r:ot stop people from Sf•cur· 
ing tickets in Tattcrsalls' swC'ep. They have 
agents all oYer Queensland. and eYen at 
1he prC'Slnt tinl(' a large alllOllllt of lll011C,Y 
lc~LY('S thi~ Stab~ and goe:' to IIobart. If 
the Govornut0nt r ru1 kPcp that nwney in 
Queensland. it ''ill be n gcod thing. The 
fact. that :ntone~· rccciycd through the 
~·Golden Ca~k~....t ., i."::' used to a33!:-;t in ihc 
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upkcr 
1
l r,f our ho~pitab ha:-: ~a\ ed the con­

:::oliclatcd re-venue a large ainount of nloru.:~-. 

I notice that th0 .,-ore for ;; Outdoor Relief' 
ha3 bc.~n ]J;crea~cJ. No c~oulJt the JL•part­
ntult rt nli::-;.: :o that i11 th2 ne-ar future several 
i11dusirit· now opu~aiing wili b.: c~vsiug 
do\\11 o~>:in~ to drou'. ht n1.:.d other -ccEdition.::;. 
and, a a 1:Csnlt, a liirgo rnnnbcr of n1L•n \vill 
b" thrmYn out of employment. Dt t>it•c the 
fact. thrrt EontO of then1 \Yill rccein.: l'i._,liL'f 
front the Cuc1nployn1cnt lusnr ~lll Fund, 
tlLy c-an only receive a ccrtrtin a:nouu~, 
.tccording to the anwnnt paicl il!_to th~._• iH;:-ur­
atJCC f!.IJHl, and the 1-Iorne O~~lcc ha:- Lccu 
_lhvc to the- :-ituation and has placr·d thj'2< 
PX\l:a,. ,t,no~H'Y on the otc for . ·· .thll-clo:-n· 
Hcncf for the purpo~e of r,_h•-'Ylng dL .... -

"'::s, particularly in ea -,es \Yherc there· are 
f~uniliP~. 

The hon. lnc'rnbci· for Cunninghan1 1 ,·fc~n·cd 
tu the vc tc for "Relief of ~\toriginab.'' I 
w, s one of those who had t:1c o~pjionunit·' 
of Yisitin:- the Barn1nbah ::J(ttlen1e~lt 1vith 
the I-Ion1c, Sl~cretary, and it was quite a 
surprise to mo to see the fine \York done 
.there in connection with aboriginal~. One 
.realises what the Labour G-ovcrr1n1enr have 
done for the Au'3tralian natiYC ,dwn we coln­
JlMC the present rreatment with that. metetl 
out to the aboriginals by previous Govern­
ments. ln those days, about the month of 
?.lay in each year, the aboriginal was handed 
a blanket and a tomahawk, and he was 
compelled to go round to the people in the 
.district and ch0p wood in order to get food 
to liYe or else chase kangaroos and walla. 
hies in the scrub. The condition of the 
aboriginals at Jhrambah speaks well for 
the work the Government are doing. The 
children are being well educated. Recenth· 
in Townsville I met two aboriginals wh~ 
ltad been educated at the Barambah settle­
ment. They had purchased a boat, and 
they explained intelligently to me the con­
ditions of the agreement for purchase. 'fhev 
pointed out that they were going fishing ort 
the Earner Reef, what they could earn per 
'Week, and the amount of monev thev antici· 
paied they would be able to· save· by the 
end of the year. The aboriginals at Baram­
bah were building theil' own homos, which 
were. well kept; and they had their own 
hospttal. The young aboriginal females were 
learmng the art of domestic science. It 
was interesting to see these abori"'inals at 
work making baskets and clothes, 

0

patching 
up the old men'? trouser~ for the young 
fellows, and the dlfferent kmds of work thev 
:vere doing. The aboriginal boys were mal~­
mg toys and learning mechanics' work in 
th: way of house·building, carpentering, 
JOinery and various kinds of \voodwnrk 
\Vo . went to the kitchen. and saw th~ 
abongmals preparing the food. which was 
-c·cond to none in comparison with most 
of the establishments in anv part. of the 
State: . Thoy cooked an excellent dinner for 
the visJtors, and the waiting at the table was 
first·class. .Some of the men were in charge 
.of a sa \vnull, and others \Ye re do1ng fann 
work. The place seemed to be almost self­
>'upporhng. There were no complaints from 
the aboriginais. They had their own brass 
band. I notiCed there was great j ealousv 
bctwee_n the brass band players and the 
abongmals who wanted a corroboree to 
show. that they "·ere ahead of the ·· bras3-
bauchtes. ' 

An OProsiTJON ::\IE1InER: \Yore you there 
for the races? (Laughter.) 

:0.Ir. D_\;.nr: \Ya~ there 1rhl'll the races 
Wl're on. Th0re '"'Tas no holding-up tht'l'l', 
C~.nd no r-1u <' for critici::-nl bv •· 1-iarvc:-.;ter ,. 
er orhrY -..p ·rting \Yritcrs. (L~1ughter.) TlH'Y 
were rdl out frurn tt~.: \Yorcl .~go." The 
n1an on tlw grey happened to ·.eorc on hoth 
occ"sion~-h·-' won the double, if 1 re<.:ollPet 
rightly. · 

I ,,·aut- l!O\Y to rLier to fire brigade-.,. 
ha n: u report fron1 the TD\Yl1· villc iJrt: 

board. which ~hO'\YS that thev an; 
gc·od \\ ~rk in the controlliug o£ fire·:-; 

th'.'l'e. Thl-'l't:' is a pa::-agraph in the repol"t~ 
cupiPd fr0111 n journal publi~hod in rhc 

ltitl'd St-lL:-i, to this effect-
.· En~r, citiZ::'n ~hould take to heart 

the ll1l "·~:tge i~~ued by I-lcrbcrt J-Ioon~r, 
Secrc~cu·:··· Ik·part:ut_'nt of Conuuerce, 
\Ya-~JJJngton, C.ti.A.-

The annual fire los.s suffered increa~­
ingly throughout the nation is a rru1tter 
of the gravc.;;t national irnport. a11d 
one that dernands the concerted 'action 
of all citizens. 

Let 110 one thiuk that he >vho "llien 
110 lire suiicrc, no lo:;~. The wastao-e 
cf national resources places a tax ~n 
P\·ery citizen. No nation is so vn~althv 
that it can consign to the flame"s 
property worth such vast arnounts with­
out the loss be_;ng felt throughout the 
entire economiC' structure. J.\'"o insur­
ance system can be deyiscd that will 
not reflcd this loss in the costs of pro· 
duetion, for ·w-hich everv citizen n1ust 
pay. ::\o business can ·be conducted 
1w commodi.tif:s offered to the public; 
without taking rnto consideration the 
costs. of flre insurance." 

[7 p.m.J 
Then we Jtaye another paragraph-

"'~..\_ rnatter that is n1oro irnportant 
than fire-extinguishing i~ fire-preveil­
tion. This is a subject to which eYen· 
busines:3 man and everv citizen shout~{ 
pay serious attention. ·The term ' fire­
prevention' is often 1nisunderstood a·n·l 
mi,applied. It should not be con. 
founded with fire·combatin"' or extin. 
guishing. The fact of having an effi­
cient fire staff and machinerv must ;,ot 
be comiclered as being well protec~ecL 
Sound fire protection is based on Ji re· 
prevention, just as it i3 better 10 have 
h<>althv surroundings bv studvino­
hygier~e, sanitation, etc., thfi.n to neglect 
thr~se and pride ourselves on haYing 
good doctors to cure the ills that mio·ht 
haw been aYoidcd. Under Jire·prev~n· 
tion should be classed all preventiYe 
measures. including the education of tht' 
public. This education might., and has 
in wmr p~rts, taken the form vf prac· 
tical stories, introduced into the elemen· 
tar,v readers in the school~, displacing 
thl' me~ninglcss fables of the oJ.c! order.'' 

That 1~ a paragraph taken front the annual 
n'port of the Townsville Fire Brigade. and 
thPrc is no doubt that it ;,hould commend 
ibelf to people not only in TmYnsville but 
also in other parts of the State. It points 
out that " preyention is better than cure." 

l\Ir. CARTER (Port Curti,): I wish to 
preface mv remarks on this yoto ln· cam· 
plimenting. the Minister on his efficie-nt and 
humane administration of his department. 
The hon. gentleman has, if not one of the 

l!fr. Carter.] 
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most important departments of the Govern­
nlent, at least one which covers very rnany 
important activities. It is a department 
which calls for ail the kindly consideration 
and sympathetic treatment which can be 
given to it, and amongst the many success­
ful Ministers who ha ye been in charge of 
this department the hon. member for Mount 
Morgan ranks with the late Mr. Foxton and 
the hon. member for Albert. There is no 
doubt that· we have a very capable man in 
the Minister, although, like other hon. mem­
bers, I deplore the fact that he has much 
less money to handle than is neede-d to 
administer the affairs of his department. 
linfortunately, it may be said of the whole 
vvorld that much more money could be spent 
by every Government than is spent to-day. 
But we have to realise in Queensland, as they 
are realising in other States of the Com­
monwealth, that some economy will have to 
be practised, and, unfortunately, a depart­
ment such as that administered b:v the Home 
Secretary feels the drawing in o'f the purse 
strings particularly. Like many other hon. 
members on the other side, I could speak 
about needs that have not been met, but I 
know t.hat the Minister has to cut his coat 
according to his cloth, and I am not one to 
ask him to do _the impossible. You cannot 
get more than 20s. out of the sovereign ; 
and the Minister is doing the best he can 
with the money at his disposal. I regret 
that he cannot do more; but that is not 
possible under the circumstances, and I am 
satisfied that he is doing his best. 

I was particularly struck during the dis­
cussion by some of the remarks which fell 
from the hon. member for v:arrego. He 
touched upon a very important matter-the 
nec">s~ity for care in introducing people into 
the world and the methods by which it 
shJuld be done. I am satisfied that we are 
n1uch Ie~s r·"rcful of hun1anitv than we arc 
c£ cur hor.•.C'3, our sheep, our 1ligs, our goats, 
or our fo\Yls. V\7hcn \Ye set about brf:eding 
horses great care is taken to select the very 
bct't dan1s and sires. But, when it con1es to 
hu!Ilanitv. we deal vvith the matte·r in a 
haphazai·d way; and, if a person is mentally 
deficient. or deficient in other ways, we take 
1:0 notice of it. 

Mr. wlooRE: You would not like anybody 
to pick out something wrong with you. 

1\I r. C' ARTER : I am not concerned so 
much about mv"elf as about hon. members 
s;tting· on the· other side. (Laughter.) A 
great· rleal more could be done in connection 
~vith cu~"enic~ than is being done to-da:v. 
In an age like this. when we are going 
deeply imo research. thi.s is one of the que .. 
t'ons that could be taken up. 

The hon. member for \Yarrego pointed 
o.":t quite a nun1ber of ca~es \vhcre bread­
\YinnC'r~ had been placed in an· a'3ylun1 RS 
n_cr;tally unfit, and during sornc 11e1·iod when 
th,_;v 1Ye1·e not suffici~ntlv dunentcd to be 
ret~incd in the- in~t1tution 'theY ,\-ere released. 
but immediatelv- that was clo!1c a new start 
was made with' the familv. That has taken 
nlace in manv cases that· I hav-e had under 
"·oserv-ation. - Y crv great care should be 
taken with persons found to be mentally 
cldicient. Thev should be regarded bv the 
commur.itv as· unfit. to be the fathe~s or 
mothers of the children of the future. That 
applies to onr herds. and. if it applies to 
our hrrd!3. surely we ::>hould be just a:;; parti­
cular in the rearing of the human race! \Ve 
have sufficient mentally deficient p'lrsons 

[1lfr. Carter. 

introduced from ov-erseas without introduc­
jng ot1H?r~ into the \vorld through the natural 
channels. 

\Yith regard to general scientific research 
for medical and other purposes, I agree 
vYith the hon. member for \Yan·ego that we 
shonlcl choose those who are fit for that 
parti~nlar purpose. \Vhilst I would not 
n'strir-t the practice of medicine entirely to 
ll!en skilled in wrgery and medicine, I 
would suggest that considerable ov-ersight be 
cxprci~ed over tho~c who practise a::; her­
balists. etc. The hon. member for Fitzroy 
has stated that some herbalists have been 
succ<'S>ful in restoring men to good health, 
but that doe·' not justify every herbalist in 
practising medicine. \Yhilst the herbalist 
may be permitted to some extent to practice 
medicine as a chemist, still I think great­
ea re chould be taken in the 'election of 
people to carry out scientific research. If 
the people of the community desired to have­
some person engaged in cancer research 
they would not choose a fishmonger or a well­
sinker, but would desire the person placed 
in charge of that work to be chosen from 
those skilled in surgery and practical medi­
cine, and with a thorough knowledge of 
chemistry. The men selected to carry out 
these particular duties can be secured only 
from the proper school where the store of 
knowledge of surgery and medicine Is­
imparted to them.· 

The PRE:IIIER: \Vhat about the Al;Jrams. 
treatment? 

Mr. CARTER: If the Abrams treatment 
ie thoro•1ghly scientific, then I am prepared 
to allow those people who believe in it to 
have it practised upon themselves. The 
< ommunity have a perfect right to come· 
together and secure a tnachine to carr,~ out 
the Abrams treatmenr. " 

The PRI;'\IIER: Somclhi·,Jg like the tin 
ha re's? (Laughter.} 

'\Jr. CARTER: Ye.'. They should be per­
mitt,•d to obtain such an instrument and 
practise upon those who are desirous of 
being practised upon; but I would like to 
see the greatest care exercised bv those in 
charge i:1 the se !cction of the ·v-ery best 
p -ople for scientific research, and I know of 
no people better fitted than those skilled 
in 111edicine, aiwton1y, and surgery. 

l\Iost cf our past and recent discov-eries 
in . medicine ~av-e been made by highly­
framed men hke Pasteur and J\!Iechnikov. 
They were \v-onderful men, who did a great 
deal for medicine. \Ye do not hear of men 
who a_ccidcntally appeared in the commu­
':nty without ~ny knowledge of medicine giv­
Ing us anyth1ng Yaluablc from a scientific 
point of Yiew. Therefore I believe, with the 
hon. n1en1b2r fer \Van·ego, that \Ve ~hould 
be very rareful in a selection of people for 
the_ carrying on of re~earch of this kind. and, 
whilst not debarring fro1n practising n1edidne 
all except thooe tr'ained in a medical school, 
I would see that care was exercis0'I in the: 
selec-tion of men for medical research. 

SOl";'<' menticn . has been made of quacks 
practl.3Hlg medicine, but I an1 quite sur~ 
that, if a person wanted any advice on a 
matter of law. he would go to a trained 
lav~-yer. or if he wanted adYice in a n1atter 
of gcolog;y. he \vould go to a trained 
g-efJlogict. If a man wanted a loaf of bread. 
he would Eot go to a fi~h!nonger for it. 

::\Ir. MoOP.E: If a man wants to sink a well 
he uoually gets the assistance of a \\'ater 
diviner. 
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Mr. CARTER: That is so. He would get 
·a trained water diviner; but I have seen 
some water diviners who could not find >vater 
when the:.· went to look for it. 

Mr. MooRE: So have I. 

Mr. CARTER: Several hon. nwmbers on 
both sides of the Committee have touched on 
the subject of financing hospitals. I want 
to ;;oice n1y opinion en this n1atter. I would 
sooner have the present system of hospital 
beards. with all its defects, and the present 
rrcethod of finance than revert to. the old 
yoJuntary system. It is possible that the 
present system of raif'ing n1oney by a prec>ept 
•Oll the lac a l authorities is not an entirely 
equita blc mw. I would prefer to see th'e 
n1oney raised out of the con1n1on revenue. 
I agree with the hon. member for ~anango 
that a farmer dcPs not ahvavs receive· the 
basi" wage. I an, satisfied that there are 
plc,n(\" of farmers in my district who are 
paying rates for the upkeep of hospitals and 
at the sarne tin1e do not receive the basic 
wage. I also agree with hon. n1embers 
representing farming districts who state that 
there are plenty of farmers not earning the 
basic wage even with the assistance of their 
fan1ilies. I realise that n1y suggestion means 
the entire Government cnntrol of hospitals. 

A good many hon. member:, have touched 
upon our traffic problems. The motor car, 
the motor 'bus, and the motor lorry are 
invaluable aids to meet modern conditions. 
I cannot imagine the condition of a city like 
Sydney if it had to resort to the old horse 
traffic. There is no doubt that some control 
of motors should be exercised. It is all too 
oommon, as has been pointed out by one hon. 
member, for these motors to travel at a 
much gr<'ater speed in our streets than thev 
need do. Motorists should adopt a littfe 
1nore car~ in passing 5tat.ionary t.ran1cars. 
Only to·mght I left a tramcar at the corner 
of Gem·ge and Queen streets, and alongside 
the car \Vas a long string· of n1otor vehicles, 

·One jambed behind the ether, which greatly 
increased the difficulties of the people getting 
out of the car. Some little time back an 
illustration was given showing the position 
.of the foremost motor car in relation to a 
stationary tram, and emphasising that no 
motor car must overtake a stationary tram. 
Motor cars should not attempt to block or 
pass a tram car while it is stationary. That 
regulation should be enforced. 

In this connection I am not finding fanlt 
v.·ith the police, whom I regard as being as 
.efficient a body of men as will be found in 
Australasia. Speaking as one who has 
travelled extensively in the other States, I 
believe that, with the exception perhap~ of 
traffic control, they are the equal of any 
police force. Traffic is much better con. 
trolled in Melbourne than here, but that is 
largely a matter of more experience on ·the 
Jlart of the Southern [Wople. 

lVIr. lV100RE: There are safety zon23 there. 

:\fr. CARTER: Yes, and there are other 
things. 

A Yery pernicious pract:c0 \vhich is g·ain­
ing ground in this State is in connection 
with motor and vehicular traffic waiting to 
cross streets drawing right across the footway 
during the time that a right-of-way is given 
to traffic in the n1ain strPet. For cxarnple, 
traffic in Queen street is g·ivc·n the right-of. 
"vay, and vehicles in George f:trect dra-;.v 
right UCTC93 the footwa:· to the danger of 

neclestrian Such a practice is r.ot per~ 
;nitted in the main streets in Sydney, where 
the offending car or vehicle is compelled to 
go back under penalty of a fine. Some such 
svstcm should be introduced here, and I 
commend the suggestion to the Home Secre· 
tarv; the lives of pede;otrians should not be 
endangered because a few irresponsible 
pcGplc do that sort of thing. 

Another matter to which I draw attention 
1s the congec'tion of a thoroughfare like 
Qupcn street by the parking of cars. For 
a city like Brisbane that street is far too 
narrOv:; Yet ear::; are parked in it, and busi· 
nc·s; people like Finney, Isles, and Company 
are stupid enough to helie,·e that two or 
three cars in front of their business premises 
will lead to business. If cars were com­
pelled to park outside of Queen street-I 
do not care where so long as the main streets 
are kept free-it 'Nould assist those in control 
of the traffic and add considerably to the 
comfort of pedestrians and shoppers. 

Speaking on the matter of the Greater 
Brisbane Council, I was one of those who 
were enthusiastic at the time that scheme 
'"'" put into operation. I fully anticipated 
that evcrv activit.v within the Greater Bris· 
bane area would 'come within the ambit of 
the council. In ~ew Zealand there is not 
a citv in which the municipality does not 
control public utilities like water, sewcr.a~e, 
trams and in many cases both electnctty 
and g·as. I am satisfied that in Brisbane 
not onlv should the trams be put under 
the council's control. but also the ·water 
Board's actidties. ·There is no greater 
tragedy in Queensland than the Metro· 
politan Water Supply ~nd .Sew"!raij"e Bo:c:rd, 
which has been a calam1ty smce 1ts mceptwn. 
It is as great a calamity as the trams were 
under Mr. Badger. Reading the "Courier" 
recent! v I was struck by a remark made 
bv the· deputy mayor of Brisbane. Alderm~n 
iYatson, having reference to the trams, wtth 
which I entirely agree. Having li,-ed in this 
citv for over a quarter of a century, I have 
had the opportunity of closely observing the 
trannvav serYice. There were no more 
dcplorabJy.run trams than during Mr. 
Badger's regime, because I do not thmk 
there was a wheel on a tram that had not 
flat places on its surface. and there was never 
enough power to run all the cars needed fo1· 
the senice. 

Against his will he was compelled to stop 
his trams before crossing the street, when he 
used to go full speed across. I will admit that 
the passengers on the trams, like those in 
the present trams, at least rE'ceived courtesy 
from the conductors. Though some may fmd 
fault, u1v experienc·2 of ihe e1nployees on 
the tram~ is that thev are amongst the mo;;t 
coul'tcous and capable officials I haYe ever 
met. Despite the fact that I have seen the 
trams crowded to the limit, I have seen 
thes,' employees in the best of good tcmpet' 
puoh through and collect the fares. JYlanv 
of us would be very angry if W? had to 
do that work. and I mnst adm1t that I 
mvsclf would be quite unfitted for it. They 
ex~ercisc the greatest care a.nd patience, and 
I am sure they look well after the interc,ts 
of both the council they are employed 
bv and the travelling public, and though 
there mav be an odd one or two with 
whom fa'ult could be found, speaking 
of them as a bodv thev do their work faith· 
fullv and well. To·day, under the manage· 
ment of the council, the trams are more 
efficient, more useful, and more pleasant to 

Mr. Carter.] 
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Tide m than were the trams under 1lr. 
Badger. They arc a vast i-:_nproYt:nlcnt on 
the old trams, and to-da:; there arc no b- ttcr 
trams in any part of Australia than the• 
trams functioning in Brisbane. 

The CHAIRMAN: Or-der! I hope the 
hon. member wiii now discuss the Yote. 

:\Ir. CARTER: There has been a good 
deal of latitude allowed in this discu<siorL 
It appears to me that a good deal of tht• 
discussion has been entirPly out of ordc,r. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order! The hon. mcm· 
h<'r is taking both latitude and Ion[6tudc. 
(Laughter.) 

::Yfr. c_~RTER: I was carried U\YUV b,­
the interjections of the me m hers of t h·' 
Opposition. 

I would like to sa:v a \Yard of connnenda­
tion on the artiYitics of thfl Couuni~ -ion 
IYhich wa:;; appointed to inquire into local 
authority boundaries. Though I ha.Yc not 
n:ad its report--

:\Ir. :\fooRE: It has not IJccn prcsclltt•,J 
yl't. (Laughter.) 

:'vir. CARTEH: I bww some of their acti,-i­
til'~. an_l I an1 quite ln accord ·with a gTC'lt 
deal of that which they haY(' in YiP\Y. 

c\n ()prof'ITIOX J\IE'JBER: :'\o one knmys 
''hat they are doing. 

:\Jr. CAH'l'ER: I h't\'e inquired n•ry 
closeL, and know 'omctbing of \Yhat thcv 
an_• ,doing. In rnv district \n~ han:. a nun;­
bcr of local nutl;oritic•-. and t"v-\,.o pf th<'~e 
local authoritie~ could v::ll be ainrrlH·ani~1PLl. 
-\Yhat ocC'urs thr·r0 occur:- in 111a1\~y other 
plact':;., and a good deal of n1nnPY c'ould b2 
~a\-ed b~- creating grcut-Pr locaf authority 
i'.n a;;:,. Two or thr'--c I()cal nuthcrities could 
1:!' r: nnbine-c1 and put under one :::hlro clerk 
nnd one cng'irwcr. A great deal of frood 
enn!d he don0 in that \Ya:-,., LlrH1 I Hlll in 
~Ylllpathy \Yith what the Cmnrnis-:-ion i~ 
doing·. I haYu discu~,od the rnattPr with 
lll"nlb::_-r·~ of the Conuni~~ion and kncny sun1C'­
thing of ·what thf'y arc inquiring into and 
'Jmcthing of ihat which th0Y wiii report on. 
Thcr0'on• I am in accord with their work and 
with the prospectiYe report that thcv will 
bring in. ~ 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon .. J. Stop­
ford. Jiounl Jfoman): Beforf' the Yote go''' 
!hrc:ugh, although I haYc replied earlier 
rn tnc day to many of the suggestions made, 
I \Yould like to refer brieflv to some of the 
:-tatcnv·nts made sinf'r I sp~l.::e this n1orning. 
,~!though the vote is for only £7.852. about 
~1xrccn hours haYe bren occupied in disen:'~­
lllf! the pros and cons of the ''hole of tlw 
ramifications of the Home Offi,·e .. and I 1 hink 
it is a tribute to the officers of that depart­
Inent that f"J few complaint:-; haYc bren 
leYelled agaln~t the adrnini.;;tration. The 
complaim of the hon. mcmLcr for East 
Toowoomba regarding the OYCnYork nf th8 
st Jf is one that the Home Ofticr staff arc 
quitP pr.___'parcd to rcp1•l to, b::can~c the-... arc 
doing c:onge~lia1 work clnd are doing it l1nd0r 
cong:_•nial cu·run1~tanc0-:. TheY arc cndca­
Y~nring ~n f'Yery possible way· to. tnect the 
w1::::hcs 01 tht; L'lanv caller~ at the IIome 
Office. l\Icmb"r.;; o'f Parlian1ent who call 
at the ofiice can expect that courtcsv which 
the:v always rn0et \Yith "'Shen thev (-·ome to 
that office. · 

The Iron. member complains of a bv-law 
which \\-as pas"cd through th? Homo Office 
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but Y"lJif'h was invalidated. The Home Office 
i~ not a legal office, nor does it offer legal 
ach-icc. The experience of the officers, which­
is alwns a\·ailable to local authorities. io 
inYalnable at tirnes and reprPSPllts a con­
siderable amount of saving to certain local 
authorities. hut the Home Office does not pro­
f<'ss to J,c a lcg·al authority. The by-law 
t·efcrrccl lo ;:;a vc to a Darling Downs Pest 
De,truction Board certain powers under the 
Local Authorities Act by regulating the impo­
sition of a ~peC':ificd tax. The by-la \V was. 
drafte(~ ln- the Local Authorities' Associa­
tion's '·olic-itor. and submitted to the Homo 
Office. which in turn submitted it to the 
Cro•_-_-u Ln..- Office. It was O.K.'cd in that 
office. and \Hilt through the ordinary form. 
Tire Ly-law afterwards prm-ed to bo im-alid, 
and to-da~,- ·we arc endcayouring by conferring­
with the Department of Agriculture to find 
'ome \\·ay out of the difficulty and to gain 
their consent to some joint method to solYe 
the problem. 

I wish to refer to a 11etition presented, I 
nnder~rancl. by the 1I01l. Jnctnber for East 
Too\Yoo~uba to the Borne Office son1e titne in 
Juh·. to "hich the hon. member for East 
To~woOinba ~nys he recc•ived no reply. I do· 
not knu',-,- ·whether he pl'r ·on ally presented 
th0 petition at the Home Office or to me at 
Parliament House. I have had the records 
scan-heel. and the petition is there, but there 
i:-' nothing to ~ho\Y 'Yho prc ,,0nted it. There 
i:-' no ac·conll)anying letter. If the petition 
''"a:-; lll't:'PlltC'd to rue at Parllan1ent House. 
uo doubt. I 1night haYc taken it to the office 
as an act of courtesy without kuowing· whorn 
I receiYcd it frotn, lwlicving that the ordi­
narY bu.~ine;;;s rnethod hacl been pur~ued, and 
that. there· \Yould be some identification marks 
to show who gaye it to me. The fact is that 
it \Ya~ fonncl in n1y office as earning fron1 Too­
\YOomlla. It is a hardv old annual which we 
ha Ye lleen dealing with for smne years in the 
shapf' of a request to tbe dcpartn1ent to make· 
a road through a reserve near our institu­
t-ion. which \YOu!d not serve us at ail. and 
which has been repeatedly turned do\\:n. l 
wa~ in Too\\-oornba \vhen l\-ir. Justice Brennan 
represr•nted the electorate, and I met a depu­
tation on the subject. I stated that the 
department could not entertain the request, 
that we ~hould expend money in 1naking a 
road for people not in any way connected 
with our inMitution. VVe have always agreed 
to 1nake our 11ortion of roads \Vithin our own 
gronnds. A' a matter of fact, we have for­
'omc time seriously considered taking· in the 
rescr,-e wlwre this road is wanted and adding 
tlw trround to the institution and closing the 
road. I ]~aye the petition here, and there 
i~ no n<·cornpanying letter with it; there are 
only the nan1es of the petitioners to go on. 
It '""' found in mv office without any mark 
of idcntifi,·crtion o:1 it. and I do not accept 
anv rr~pon~ibilitv for its hrtYing gone astrav. 
Then~ i~ a 1n~oper course to adopt in 
approac·hing- the deparhnent, and any hoD. 
nwmhcr w!io adopts that rourse will always­
rec•_ iYc a rep],,·. :\Ir. Gall informed me that 
lr<> had a personal interview with Mr" 
LlcYrclv11~ the hon. tnember for rroo\voomba, 
and informed him that this matter had becrr 
dealt with preYionsl:v, and that he contem­
plated going to Too,voo1nba to inYcstigato­
the matter with a Yiew to adding the rcserYc­
to tho ground of the institution. 

The hon. memb0r for East Toowomnba aloo 
discovered a slight error in the report pre­
sented by the L'nder Secretary. It was a 
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printer's typographical error, one to \vhich 
the hem. memlwr could easily have drawn the 
attention of !he l:nder Secretary. It merely 
placed smne figures i11 the wrong co1urun, but 
did not alter the total. 

[7.30 p.m.] 

o\nother matter to which the hon. member 
referred is St. Yincent's hospital. Every­
body 1nu~t r('cognisc that, in common \vith 
other hospital~, it is doing excellent work. 
The hoil. lllC'lllber for East rroowOOlllba, with 
the hon. member for 'I'oowo-omba, has 
rt'peatedly urged 1110 to give financial assist~ 
a11co to this institution. I have been n1ost 
g{:nerou.3 to it. 'Yhen visiting Too,;yoomba I 
have seen ihis magnificent building, and 
\\ ondercd whc; ath·ised the sisters to place 
:::uch a building in a town like Toowoomba, 
tlw povulation of \vhich does not justify it. 
'"_f..lhe ho'3pital rnay do good v\'ork, as the hon. 
menlbl'l' says, but to all intents and purposes 
iL is a priYatl' institution. rrhe GoYernrnent 
ha Ye no check npon its expenditure; uo 
im·estigation of its accounts. I have helped 
it at times whPn it wa. in a critical financial 
position; but I ha YO always pointed out to 
t ilc reverend mother in charge tho position 
that tl1e hospital occupies; and I did it 
b('cau'3c, although I rccoguised that it was 
doing a good work, it did not scrutinise the 
iiuur1clal po:3ition of its. patients, and it would 
llaH· to rccogniS('; ju~t as cYery other hos· 
pital has to recognise, that each year a 
definite progr~nnn1c of work i-3 set by this 
CoYC'rn1nent, fol' "-hich the " Golden Casket" 
fluids Ul'l' called upon. EYcrv.· ho-spital con1-
llljttl'u or board in th~ State has to recognis2 
that t'w JtlOllf'Y we are able to give thorn as 
o, gral1t frmn the fund rnust corue frorn tho 
:.,uqllu. that 1.re ha Ye left after 'vc haYo 
( llTiC'd out onr bnildir~g prograrnnre. .As I 
:;<lid vreYiou~ly to-day, "\Ye have now entered 
upon the building of some of the largest 
lllc tcrnity wards or ho,pitals in Queensland, 
c1uhracing the large centres of population. 
The hon. member for East Toowo{Jmba, with 
the hon. IllC'-lnhcr for Toowoo,nba, acquainted 
lll(' \Yith the fact that a deputation from this 
institution 'Yas coining to see 1ne. I n1et the 
dqmtation and placed the whole position 
bdore them. They left me perfectly satisfied 
that I had trl'at~d them in a yery generou, 
nwmwr, particularly the reverend mother 
from Melbourne, \Yho is a keen business lady 
and recognised that my attitude had been 
most sympathetic. I explained that the 
attitude I was taking towards that hospital 
was not different from the attitude I was 
forced to take towards other institutions 
which had a dirC'c:t c1a.inl on n1y department, 
awl I felt that she left perfectly satisfied. 

In the < ·>Urse of this debate numerous 
~ugg·c::-:tions-sonw of then1 Yaluable-have 
been r11a.dc ith regard to the question of 
traffic control. I think it will bo rengnised 
that, if I \Yore to attempt to g·ive effect to 
CYcry suggP::3tion en1bracing additional police 
sen-ices, the YOtc would not be sufficient to 
Eee me through. \Yhat hon. members have 
to remember is that the present CJ,t to the 
l:oYermnnnt of tlw traffic work in the metro­
politan area represents so1nething like 
£13,000 a yeao·, and, when they get up and 
tdl us what i,; done in :Melbourne or else­
where. they must remC'mber that in Victori~ 
the GoYerna1ent are compensated for their 
cutlay by the lccal authorities of the State. 
Traffic control i-; the function of local 
authorities, anrl, although the State is super­
Yising the traffic in Brisbane through the 

police, there are 1uanv aSlJC('t.;;; of h·:1Hic 
regulati0n which might be undertaken by 
local aL!thorities. 

Take, for instance. the parking of the cars 
in Queen 'treet. 'Ihe policemen to-clay are 
a very expensive itcnr in the ciYil .,,ide of Dur 
life. lion. memhe>, have complained that 
there is a shortage in the r,umber of police. 
If the local authorities assisted in the con­
trol of traHic, them we would haYc sufiicicnt 
poliee to 1nc~.. t the rcquircuwnts of other 
sen it·e' that the JOOlice should be performing. 

The hon. member for ::\ormanby stated 
that iu eounection with the crossing of a, 
,trect at a certain point I had blamed the 
women and children. That was altogether 
'Yrong. Iu dealing with that c:on1plaint I 
stated that at that partiC'ular point pcde'l­
trians were anx1ous to cross the road, and 
'rould not ob~erYc the orcJinarv rule of 
trafhc-that ls, rer11aiu on tho side o£ the 
road on which they aiig·ht until the tram has 
uroYcd on, and then cross at the proper 
cro~sing. }1otorist s ha Ye certain rcspon­
sibiiitie,, but pedestrians also haYe responsi­
bilities. I am satisGed that when the new 
regulation::; are pri11ted and brought into 
cxistcuce aud the suggcstion:-5 rnade during· 
this debate a>·o presented to the traffic 
dcpartn1cnt, we lllilY look for au improyo­
lllent in :3onre of tho things that haye been 
rnentioncd. 

The hon. n1c1nber for Rurnctt spo1ro at 
length to-day, charging n1c as llon1c Secre­
tary connoliing the hospitals \Yith selecting 
1ncn of one volitical shade of opinion \\hen 
appointing Govern111cnt reprcscntatiYes to 
hospital boards. 1 do not know how he 
::iHPlJorts HI() argtuncnt that in cu.ln1inistering 
the Act and Ueputing certain powers to 
reprcscntfltives I should select to repre­
:'3ent rnc on the board nren 'vho are hostile to 
the very legislation that I \VOuld be asking 
them to administer. The thing would be 
unthinkable. l lock npon the Government 
representatives on hospital boards as persons 
to give effect to the policy of the GoYernment 
they repre';ent, and whom better could I 
ask to recommend suitable men in an elector­
ate of which I haw little knowledge than 
the Labour representative in Parliament. 
and, failing the Labour reperesentative of 
the electorate, the organisation that is carry­
ing out the work of the political party that 
I represent in this Chamber? 

GOYERXJ\fEXT :MEJ\fBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The EO:">IE SECRETARY: Tlwt 1s the· 
volicy I have adopted. The Hospitals Act 
i >< based upon smmd princi plcs of represen­
tation. If the local authorities desired to 
'elect a candidate, would they seleet a p0rson 
\Yho rlit! not support their party'? They 
1night do so in i~olatcd cases; but in n1ost 
cos os tlwy would select a man y. ho would 
give effcc"t to the policy of the pcoplo s!'lect­
ing him. The hon. nwmber for East Too­
woom ba. suggested that I should place a 
reprc~Pntntivc of the Country \Vomen's· 
. \::;c;:cciation on the Too,Yoomba Ifospital 
Board. I ask the hon. member why the· 
lo•al authorit:;· does not place one of these 
ladies on the board. 

Mr. ROBERIS: The local authoritv has­
the right to appoint only one representative. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The local' 
authoritiee, have the right to appoint three· 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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representatives. There is no more responsi­
bility on me t::J give effect to that proposi­
tion than there is on the hon. member for 
Ea't Too,Yoomba to carry out what_ I sug­
ge't. If there are subscribers in the district, 
tlwn they have the right to elect three repre­
scnta tivcs. The subscribers in Rockhampton 
elected hYo ladies to the hospital board. I 
do not know whether thev are on the board 
still, but I know thev wer~ there for a while, 
ar.cl r.o doubt they' did excellent work. 

The hon. member for BLlrrum in referring 
to the Hospitals Act mentioned the fact 
that the hospital rate in the Bundaberg dis­
trict this year was 1~cl. in the £1. That 
may be quite correct. for that is the worst 
di,trict from a hospital point of view in 
the who!!' of the State. I say that for this 
rca,on: The hospital district of Bundaberg 
i, t.hc most over-hospitalised district we haYe 
in the State. There are too many hospitals 
in it, and the cost of maintenance under the 
pn,scnt system is enormous. \Vhen the 
hospital board was created the condition 
was su~h that the principal hospital in Bun­
da berg was practically bankrupt. In that 
large institution they had six pairs of 
pyjamas only for eighteen patients, while 
there as a corresponding shortage in the 
ho;,pital equipment. That meant that the 
board had to shoulder the policy of extra­
Yagance initiated in the early clays of that 
district. and until the board giYes effect to 
its policy of co-ordinating the hospital ser· 
,-ices . under one roof, and by this method 
n:ducmg . the manageria_l expenses, the 
'district ;nll have to cont,mue to carry the 
burden. 1t is recognised by hospital autho­
:Iues that five beds per 1,000 of population 
1s reasonable provision to make in a 
hospital; but at Bundaberg the provision is 
8.b beds per 1.COO, and the institutions are 
scatten;cl in different parts of the district, 
wnh different controls and different over­
head expenses. That all means that added 
-expenditure- is t!Cce,sary. 

Tako the Childers hospital, in which the 
hon. member for Burrum is interested. 
'To-clay, owing to a proyision of the Hospi­
tals Act which gives security of finance and 
enabl~~ a hospital board to embark upon 
a policy of construction with a certain 
-degree of financial stability, the little town 
of ChilL~ers is building- an up-to-date- hospi­
tal costmg £9,600. The repayment of that 
money is based on similar terms to a loan 
obtained by a local authority undertaking 
lo3n work .. The repayments will be spread 
-m·H a sufficient number of years so that those 
who enJOY the benefit of the asset will carrv 
the burden by repaying the interest and 
pr111c1pal represented in that ass2t. That is 
a wnrd financial policy. 

::VIr. MoORE: Very sound. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What oppor­
tumtv would the Chilclers people have had 
under the old system of raising one-third of 
that sum before they could start to put a 
stump in the ground to give effect to their 
1to'pital policy? 

I rccugnise that the ex-chairman of the 
B.u;1daberg- Hospital Board, Mr Cattermull. 
d:n excellent work. He was a man of 
indcncndent means, who gave a considerable 
amount of his time to the institution. As a 
ruult lw was able to do a vast amount of 
".ork at_ the most critical period in the 
lnst0ry ot the board. He was on the board 
"' a subscribers' representative. I regret 
that there was not a sufficient number of 

[Ilon. J. Stopford. 

flnLscribers to enable hirn to retain his seat. 
because in the matter of continuity of policy 
I personal!;;- believe that ~Ir. Cattermull 
would have played a most Important part. 
The new board is tackling its task, and it 
has a big task ahead of it. It has to bring 
its institutions into one comn1on hospital 
ground. The cost of one of these institu­
tions is very high. \Yhcn that hospital can 
be removed and placed under the control 
of the general hospital. much of that 
expense will disappear. I recciyccl from the 
Bundaberg- Hospital Board an estimate of 
ih expenditure, and seeing that the precept 
was being ir:creased, I detailed an officer 
of my dr!partment to go to Bunclaberg and 
inY< stigatc ihe reasons ·why this increase ·was 
necc:::::3ary. 

I haYe his report, which states that the 
board is fully seized with its responsibilitie0, 
and goes on to say--

" Apart from the aboYe (which refers 
to a motor cRr) I feel that the members 
are conscientiously end ea Youring to carry 
out their clutin in the interests of the 
hospitals, and the GoYernment are care· 
fully watching expenditure.'' 

During the period that Mr. Cattermull was 
president of the hoard, the estimated expen­
diture was exceeded by £3,421 in order to 
meet urgent commitments incurred in bring­
ing the hospital to a state of efficiency. The 
conseouence was that the new board was 
met \Vith a deficit; yet the complaint has 
been made that the new board is extrava­
gant. That board had to increase its salary 
bill by over £l,COO for the year 1926, due 
to the 44-hom we0k and new hospitals 
award generally. The report pwceecls-

" The ayerage daily number of patients 
is skadily increasing." 

Then follows a table showing that the 
Bundaborg hospital is faced with a heavy 
expenditure to meet the increased cost, com­
mon to every institution in the State by 
rea,on of the 41-hour week and the new 
award conditions. It must be remembered 
that those increases would require to have 
been met whether the board svstem had been 
in operation or not. • 

The hon. membe1· for \Vide Bay spoke 
about a lack of community of interest in 
connection with the Maryborough hospital, 
but the fault lies with the boundaries of the 
local authorities, bt'caus'' invariably the com­
munity of inte,·est of the hospitals is a 
rdlex of the community interests if the 
local authority boundaries are properly 
drawn. I hope that the Local Authorities 
Boundaries Commission will remoYe much 
of this ground for complaint. • 

The hon. membN for \Vide J3av also staterl 
that th<' precept for :Maryborough was 1~d. 
iu the £1. That rathc·r alarmed me, because 
I looked upon the Maryborough Hospital 
Board as one of tht' most careful of its 
kind in the StatP. I immecliatelv communi­
cated with the S<'Cretarv of that board bv 
telephone. and I am informed that the rate 
req(iirecl to meet this precept for the current 
financial year is .94cl. in the .£1. and that tlw 
councils have struck a rate of 1d. The figures 
for the Maryborough hospital are interest­
ing. ThC' Gon"rnment have to take the 
responsibility foJ' th0 44-hour week, and the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration must accept 
re' nOnsibilitY for it;;; award. No one can 
arg-ue that the a ,,-ards for nurses and domes­
tic servants <employed in hospitals should 
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not k0ep pace with the a wards for other 
industries and actiYities in the State. 

Mr. \YEIR: Does the figure of .94d. include 
£20,000 capital expenditure? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes-that is 
to say, it includes the interest and redemp· 
tion charge for this year in respect of that 
capital expencliturc. Before the board 
became a district one, the sum of £3,950 was 
the quota which had to be raised locallv bv 
~ubscriptions, etc. Since thQ board took vove~· 
the quota of the local authorities \ras £3,997 
in the first year. In 1 he st'eond year the 
amount decreased to £3.053, because the 
.runount had been over·estinl, ted in the first 
year and there 'vas a surplus in additio:1 to 
a fixed deposit which was falling due that 
yt>ar. The third vea1~ repre:-:ented an a 1~( unt 
<lf £4,dl8, out o.f which the sum of £686 
had to be prm·ided for interest and redemp­
tion on the loan which the board received 
in order to p·ovido decent accommodation 
for nurse::; and £or other improvements. 

I venture to say that if anyone with a 
knowledge of the hospital districts, prior to 
the passage of the Act, takes the trouble to 
go, as the hon. member for Warwick did 
to the Brisbane hospital-in the wealthiest 
part of the State-and sees the conditions 
that exist there as a result of no fixed 
policy of finance-sees a hospital which is 
-capable of holding 298 patients asked to hold 
460 patients-he will haye some conception 
,of the difficulties of those who are charo-ed 
with the problem of finding hospital accom~o­
.dation for all sectiom of the communitv. 

There is one aspect of the hospital boards 
that is not taken notice of. The boards ai·e 
facing their problem at the most critical 
period now because they have to make up 
the deficiency of work over a period of years. 
They are co-ordinating their services as 
. they are in Brisbane, where they ha nl 
expende-d, as the hon. member for Warwick 
mentioned, something in the Yicinitv of 
£25,900 on an. up-to--date laundry, which is 
turmng out articles at ld. a piece, and where, 
by the . expenditure of money, they a.re 
-cheapenmg the cost of the management of 
the hospital to such an extent that the 
-sav!ng meets interest and redemption on 
the1r loan, and where they are developino· 
a community system or intermediate sysie~ 
of hospital where anyone may go and get 
up-to-date hospital accommodation the best 
-cquipment possible make their ow~ arrano·e­
m_ents with their ~loctors, and pay the h';',s­
p1tpJ for the accommodation an.d the nurses 
JUSt the same as in a hotel. Those are 
sides of the Hospitals Act that are not YCrv 
often mentioned. :Mention is alwavs mad"C 
of the tax, although no one comes' forward 
;Yith any suggestion as to a method of tax­
mg on a more equitable basis than the one 
Jll'ovidecl in the Act. 

There are other matters that have been 
mentioned in the debate, hut they arc too 
numerous for me to touch on to-day. 

The question of mental defects has been 
mentioned. I am one of those who believe 
that although as a Parliament we have not 
the courage to tackle the cause, we shol1ld 
at least shoulder our responsibilities and 
prond€' for the effect. Queensland is sadlv 
m nec~l of another institution midway between 
Dumnch and Goodna because there is a 
section of patients who are unfitted to go 
to Goodna and '':ho have to go to Dtmwich, 
where they constitute themselves not a dan-

ger but a nuisance to the inhabitants of 
what should be a home of rest for the old 
people of this State. I do not want to 
labour that question. I hope it may be my 
pleasure at an -early date, if funds are 
made available, to see established in the 
State an institution that will sene a long­
felt want. 

liOXOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
:Mr. ROBERTS (Ea.,t 1'oowaom ba): I wish 

to deal with ono or two matters that the 
Minister was courteous enough to replv to 
concerning myself. Let me take the lla rling 
Downs Pest Destruction Board first. I accept 
the hon. gentleman's statement, but I would 
point out that there; is an Act of Parliament 
on the statutc-l:ook and the Government 
have not put it into ''!feet. The hon. gentle­
man states that the Home Department is 
not a legal office. I assume that, when it is 
applied to for instructions and information 
and it submits questions to the Crown Law 
Department and intimates to the councils in 
the various districts that they are doing it, 
when the decision comes it should be looked 
upon as one that will stand the te.et of the 
courts, and will be in ecrder. The difficulty 
is that the Home Secretary has been to;, 
long in giying the matter consideration. He 
says now that his department is conferring 
Wlth the Department of Agriculture on this 
matter. That should have been done at the 
ftrst, and that is what I blame the depart­
ment for. 

With regard to St. Vincent's hosp1tal, I 
am glad that the Home Secretary has satis­
fied himself as to the correctness of the 
representations of the hon. member for Too­
woomba and myself, and has made a further 
grant to the institution. 

I want particularly to deal with the matter 
of the petition which has been referred to . 
The Minister said the petition was found 
in his office, and that inquiries were made 
from the hon. member for Toowoomba, but 
nothing was ascertained as to• how the 
petition got into the offio<>. I delivered the 
petition myself to the Home Secretary in 
his office. There was no covering letter with 
it. If I had posted it from Toowoomba, I 
should have sent it under cover of a letter. 
I have yet to learn that it is necessary to 
send an accompanying letter if I hand in a 
petitio·n. I want to know now why, as the 
representative of East Toowoomba, in which 
\Villm;·bmn is situated and where those who 
sent that petition were employed, I was not 
asked if I knew anything about the matter. 
I visit the Homo Office every week. I again 
rPpeat that I personally handed the petition 
to the Home Secretary in his own office. 
At a later ·date I a~ked him what had 
become of it. It is all right to say that it 
is merely about making a road through a 
reserve. The petition sets out that the 
rc•erve is not m-ed by the general public 
and that the road would be a considerable 
cmweniencc to the institution at \Villowburn. 
It woulcl enable the officials to get from Too­
woomba to the institution and expedite the 
\York of the ;nstit.ution. It was shown in 
the petition that the nost to the department 
would be ven- small because there was suffi. 
cient material on the ground to do the 
work. It was assumed that some of the 
inmatee of the institution could carry out 
the undertaking. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 'l'he hon. mem­
ber has exhausted his time. 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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:Hr. CLAYTO:'\ (H'ide 1Jn.11): I 'twke this 
afternoon in connection "·ith the :\Iaryborough 
hospital and quoted from t~e ":\Iar;·borou!-dt 
Chronicle" of the 12th mstant, m \dl](·h 
:\Ir. Dcrnainc, the chairman of the Mary­
borough hospital bo~rd. 'tatcd that . the 
hospital rate "as ld. m the £1. Smcc then 
the HomA Secretary has telephoned to th<' 
sceretarv of th0 boa1·d and ascertained that 
it is .94d. At the last meeting of the board 
:\Ir. Demaine stated that it was intended to 
borrow a further sum of something like 
£16,000 for the furth<'r equipnH'nt of the 
:\Ianborough hospital, and he told the loca I 
authority n'p~·esentatiws that it 'i·ould bo 
ncces~arv to lnen'aso the rate by 2d. 1 thus 
h·inging the hmpital rate to l~d. in the £1. 
I wish to make it clear that I "·as quotin:~ 
from the remarks of ::Wr. Demaine. as quoted 
in the " Ma.ryborough Chronicle," at the 
lust. ~daryborouo;h ho.spital district board 
ll1Cl1 tlng. 

[8 p.m.l 
Item (Chid Oflice) agreed to. 

RELIEl' OF .\BORIGIXALS. 

TIH• HO:\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
SiotlforJ. JJount ]f(Jr{Jan): I beg to lllOYC­

" Thctt £62.585 Le gi·antcd for 'Relief 
of .. AboriginaL;.' '' 

::\lr. ::\IOORE (.tul;iuny): I look ur m this 
Yule as rather important. \Ye haYc taken 
thi~ countr~-· fron1 the~ aborigina15, aud it i:S 
therefore ap to th0 GoYern1ncnt to ::..r)c that 
1he~· g(•t a fair ;'go'' and arc not pPna1i~ed or 
Yietinli~··d in alP" 1vav whate..-er. \Vc have a 
Chief Prot~ctoe 'of A.boriginals, '"ho does hi, 
work "·ell so far as he can \Yith the means 
at his dispo:.al, but a stat(~ of affairs has 
arisen in North Quccmland of which there is 
nrv direct evidence, io which I wish to 
dra\x attention. ThC're are i11Pidcnts at otJ1cr 
J.le<:c's of which I have pretty direct evidence. 
lnn which I do not wu1t to introduce because 
I \\'aut to l'Plv on the evidence in the case 
oa which ther~ has been an inquiry. This is 
in regard to a case at \Vrothmn Park Station, 
where aboriginals who did not want to sign 
OH were tenorisccl by a police constable \Yho 
\\ ent out there. assaulted them, and loeked 
''ne of th~m up in handcuffs in a poison 
house all night and generally terrorised them, 
threatening that. if they did not sign on, he 
would send them to Barambah. An audit 
impectm· went up there and found that these 
men haYe been short paid to the extent of 
£199 13s., which so far has not been paid 
up to them. The report came down-I dare 
~ay hon. rncn1bers ~aw sorncthing of the case 
i•1 "Truth''-aud Inspector Mann was sent 
up to make a thorough inquiry into the whole 
thing. Six charges were made, Yiz. :-

" L Misconduct on or about tl1e 11th 
da:. of January. 1927, in ill-treating and 
unlawfully assaulting an aboriginal native 
of Queensland, named J erry Croydon, at 
\Yrotham Park Station. 

" 2. On or about the 5th August. 1926. 
misconduct in unla wfnlly supplying liquor 
to three female aboriginal natiye;; of 
(,lueeno!and named Gracie Dohertv, Katie 
Tiger, and Charlotte Dochei·ty, at 
\Yrotham Park Statinn, such supply not 
being for bona fide medical purposes. 

" 3. Misconduct between the 5th and 
12th day of January, 1927, at Wrotham 
Park Station in having used threatening 
words to aboriginals Sambo Pluto, Jerry 

[2J;fr. Clayton. 

Crovdon. Tonnn_v Tiger, :;\Ionty Docherty7 

Alick. Dick Callighan, Billy Charcoal. 
and Bt·ickerY. to the effect that he would 
st'nd them to Barambah Mise-ion if the.v 
did not c11ter into an agreement to work 
at \Yrotham Park Station. 

" 4. OH or about the 4th day of August. 
1926 n<•n-lect of dutv at \Vrotha'n Park 
Station in failing tO take any acti)on_ or 
to report to the Inspector of l ohc<', 
Cairns. his snperior officer, the fact that 
R 0 nald :\Ia~kav. bookkeeper at \Yrotham 
Park Station, ;,-hibt travelling with him 
.and bvo aboria-inal natives of the StatP 
of Que<'mland ~arned 2\"ancy Brickey and 
T-\:atic Tiger, by motor car, betwe~n 
\Yrotham Park and ::\Ionkcy Flat, <hd 
supplY sL~ch aboriginals tvith run1 whil~t 
llw cin was stationary on the road, such 
liquor JWt bc•ing fer bona fide medical 
purpos"''·" 

Xo. 5 i-: a chaq.rP of n~i;;;··onduct of the sarnc 
~crl, and ~o. 6 is 1·ather irnportant, because 
tit is "as the· onl:v one which was found to be 
~ati:·dactoriJy proved-

,; 6 'V'iolation of dutv in furnishing the 
In~p~ctc•r of Po1irr>, (fairn~ .. hi~. superio1~ 
officer. with false and nlJs:eadmp; dut5· 
rNnms fnr t lw months of September, 
1926. and Januar.v. 1927. mch returns not 
shol\ ing that h0. ,,as at \Yro~ha1n I)a_rl~ 
Station .at a11y tiuw during the Inont h..: 
llH.'niioncd. n 

In'JlL'ctnr 2\Janu took evidence on oath. H_e 
ltad all thf' tJlaek:-) in the \vitrwss~hox. a11d lu"' 
cro~~-exanli1mtion w:~s Ycry :-.eYcre, nn:J, aftelv 
taking pvirl('llrE', ht• found-

" To 111 1nind it i!-< a YC'r.v :;.;1ngu1cn~ 
thing that these aboriginals (if they are 
( ,Jncoding the ~tory in th1s charge, and 
als" the other charges, as alleged by the 
dcfo:cc), ·who lwYo no idea of date,, 
could pick on n tintc when C~nlstab1P 
Dovk ''''" at \Yrotlmrn Park Statwn, alHI 
cli<i' not denv that he was there. I am 
of thn opi1iion ihat these unfortunat' 
abori<rinals have net ihc intelligence to 
conco~t ~uch ::;torics and pick times when 
Constable Dovlc was at the station and 
had the opportunit:: of committing the 
offcnre.s. as tlwv have no Idea of dates. 
but arc quite ,;n right on any incident-. 
occurri1Jg.'' 

"The handv witness l\1r. Lawrence. 
corne~ into dtc pictur~ again i~ thi:o: 
ca::3c, and is a vail~ble }o swear testimony 
tn relieve the sttuatwn for Constable 
Dovlc. 

,; From tlw cyidcncc given by Constable 
Dovle and :\Ir. La\vrence in previous 
charges, . I cannot accept. their. cvidcn<'c 
as carrv1ng anv 've1ght In th1s charge, 
and I i.herefor~ am of i he opinion that 
Constable Dm-le committed the assault 
on Tommv Ti'i;er as set out in the charge 
11rcfcrred ~ agrrinst hi1n." 

Thi;; is an extract from the report by 
Inspector J. Mann. dated 27th April. 1927. 
in connection \Yit!J the charge of threatemng 
various aboriginals that they would be 
transferred to Barambah if they refused to 
work on v;rotham Park Station-

" In cmt,equenec of such glaring con­
tradictions in Constable Dovle's eYidence 
in this regard, I am qui~e "saiisfied that 
he did threaten JetTy w1th the MlsSJOll, 
and as he t hrcatened J erry, there is no 
doubt in my mind that he threatened 
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the othc'rs as wdl. \Yhat strengthcm my 
views furthN in this matter is that 
Lawrence eudea voured to get all the 
l:ovs to sign on again and they refused, 
and that he brought Constable Doyle to 
Wrotham Park Station for the specitic 
purpose of getting those boys to sign, 
and, therefore, Doyle must have had to 
use some force or some threats to get 
them to do so, as sornc of then1 say 
they would not have signed on only for 
being frightened of Constable Do~·le 
sending them to the Mission, and further 
all the bovs who signed on arc quire 
po;itiw tl1at they signed on on \Yedncs· 
day, the 12th January last, the mormng 
after J erry was locked up. 

·'I don't believe the evidence of Con­
stable Dovlc and Mr. Lawrence in ti1is 
matter, ar1d I am of the opinion that 
Coustablc Doylc is gLdty of the charge 
a~ prt"fcrred against hirn." 

Impcctor Mann said that he did not agree 
with the decision of the Commissioner. 
This is an extract from tbi0 report by 
Inspector :\Iann on the charge of a~saulting 
J ern Crovdon-

. ''Aft.er having the opportunity of 
watching the demeanour of the >vitnessc~ 
in the box, and considering the circun1~ 
stances, I do not l1elieve the evidence 
for the defence in this matter a~ regards 
J erry causing a riot. I think had an:;· 
riot been conternpla t.ed by the black~ 
that night, that Constable Doyle"s action~ 
Wt.Tt: the YC'ry thing that rnight ha\ l' 
Ll·ought. it about. and only for the good 
S('llS~ _and ti1nidity di::oplayed by the 
aLong1nals, unde1· n1o.st. ag~raYatcd 
circun1stances, a. sc·rious disturbauce nu: 
l1ave occurred when thev knew tha·t 
Jerry had been locked U[J-a boy th;n 
they all look up to. 

·· Jerry is a quiet., intelligcut Lo,;·, and. 
in 1ny opinion, the rea~on for his an·e-:t 
and detention was to frighten the 
aboriginals 'vho had refused to sign on. 
and the effect of Jeny's arrest was th.1t 
they all signed on next morning. 

"~.\s the essential facts of the unlawful 
a'sau!t and ill-treatment of the bov 
JetTy are admitted by Constable Doyle 
and Mr. Lawrence, and that Constable 
Doyle had no justification for the action 
he took, I cannot come to anv other 
opinion but that ho is guilty ·of the 
charge as laid against him.·' 

The Protector of Aboriginals made certain 
recommendations. This is what he reports-

"As Protector of Aboriginals and a 
member of the police force, I think Con­
stable Doyl:'s conduct was disgraceful, 
and I therefore recommend for Your con­
~ideration the dis1ni5~al of this ~constable 
from the sen-ic .'. This recommendation 
i::: not altogether nutde in view of his 
conduct in this charge, but after con­
sidering- his conduct in connection with 
wh~eh he was charged on other breaches 
of Police Rules." 

This is an extract fro:-n the report of 
Inspcc1or Mann on the charge of failure to 
report the supplying of liquor to aboriginal 
gnls-

" On the evidenc" I am of the opinion 
that Constable Doyle, No. 2645, of }lay­
town, is guilty of the charges preferred 
against him, and that the evidence for 
the defence is rno't untruthful and 
unreliable." 

Theso are extracts from the report by the 
Chief Protrctor of Aboriginals, dated 1st 
August, 1927, in connection with charges 
against Constable Doyle-

,, I think Inspector Mann's finding 
wa~ in accordance 'vith the real fact~. 
although it rested almost entirely on 
aboriginal evidence which would have 
failed against the combined evidence 
of the three Europeans, onlv that the 
inspector was cleYer enough to prove, by 
the evidence of Lawrence's own stat.ioll 
hands, that he was perjuring himself, 
presumably to shield Doyle, and by the 
conflicting evidence of Doyle and ::\1ackay 
that. they were doing likewise. 

" '!he following questions might be 
COlbidcred :-

(a) Should anv action be taken 
against La wrenc2 and the others foe 
perjury-they were giYing evidence oti 
oath? 

(b) Should not the aboriginals be 
taken a wa v from the station and future 
jlermit; refused, as long as }lackay 
and Lawrence (or l\Iackay at least) is 
left there?'' 

Tlii~ i~ a n1inntc by the TJnder Secretary, 
Horn0 Departm<'llt, elated 12th August, 1927, 
in contH.'ction 'lvith the charge of assaulting 
J crry Croydon-

" I think th«t Impector l\Iaun was 
quite corrr:tt in hi3 sununing-up in this 
ea, c. Doylc and La·,nencc admitted the 
c"cntial fads. There is no doubt that 
J ern was handcuffed and locked up 
and · the Jlos:tion 1s made worse by 
Doylr's admission that Jerry had done 
''' little 10 him tl1Qt if he had had to 
bri1:g hin1 before a court he did not 
know 1d1at he could have charged him 
with. 

"In addition to that he threatened 
to ecnd all the boy" to the 2\Iission, 
n:enning BaramlJah. · Xo doubt all the 
di<:play of force \vas n~ed to terrorise 
rhc Lays to ::;i.g-n on at the station. 

" The letter from DoYlc himself to 
Acting Sen,eant Galligan' is sufficient to 
indicate tlp c:lass of man Doyle is. 
Amongst other things, in this letter he 
~a~J \Yit.h regard to Jerry~ 

H0 appPars to know a bit more 
that the aYcrage abo., so I have let 
hin1 go from n1y protectorate. 

He is und<er the impr(·,sion that he 
i~ train~ to the IVIis~lon. so ~iYe hin1 
a chat before you sign him <m to 
Bolwarra. 

Put tlw ' breeze up ' this boy J erry 
as I faucv he talks too much. I would 
have ga,:c him something only for a 
few of the ' white blacks ' that hang 
around the station here." 

If the'''e blacks a r< to be employed on 
Yarions stations, then they are entitled to 
CYCrY prot(•ction and the people in whose 
charge tlwy a re placed should not exploit 
the1n or \ icti~nl:;e then1 in any way. If 
they are ~:at to bn elaves, they should have 
the opportunity of choosing where they arc 
going to \York. They should not be ter­
rorised. lo~·k( d up, and assaulted because 
they declil'o to sign on at the particular 
station they were on. Judging from the 
charges that haYe been made, thew boys­
or two of tlwm at any rate-had ample 

Mr. Jfoore.] 
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E\:ensc for an'"! disturbanc; they may have 
made, and they would have had ample 
Pxcuse Pven if they had assaulted the con­
stable, bccau;e the' treatment they received 
not onlv from him but from the overseer 
of the 'statior• was disgraceful. This was 
pointed out by Inspector l\Iann in his,rerort, 
and then by the Colllmissioner. The Commrs­
sioner in his finding, which goes a long 
"a v to berrr out the charges, stated-

- ·' On Charges 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, C,mstable 
Doyle is given the benefit of a. g_rave 
doubt. His action in trcatmg abongmals 
familiarly is not commendable." 

I do not know whether the Commissioner 
rnlls it •: famii:'\r" tc terrorise, assault, 
anc1 lock np aboriginals. He continues-

" and he is warned to be more guarded 
in his conduct with such people in futur~. 
On Charge 6 he is tined 10s. He rs 
lcni-'nth- treated but he showed honesty 
in ~ot ~claiming' travelling allo\vance on 
such a. doubtful patrol. This leniency 
should prove a good lesso_n to him _in 
future. whilst he remams m the Pohco 
Force." 

Considering that his duty sheets did not 
ohow that he wel't there at all and that he 
did not admit that he was there until the 
inquiry was held, it is har?ly likely that 
he would charge for travellmg allowances. 
I do not see that the beneht of a doubt m 
such a serious case is such an extraordinarily 
good factor in his favour. 

The point I want to '!lake is t):ris~that 
the-re are apparently certam places m 1'\orth 
Queensland where the aboriginals a,re not 
receiving the treatment they_ ~hould, and 
the Chief Protector of Aborrgmals should 
13e backed up to the very limit if he con­
biclers that the station which treated boys 
in this manner should not receive permits. 
The Government should see that no permits 
for aboriginals are given to this station. 
I recognise that it is a good thing to ha,ve 
these aborigin 1ls working; and, if they are 
treated fairly and decently, they do good 
work. Fnder such circumstances they have 
a right to be employed, and, when they 
sign on and complete their term, they should 
not be terrorised and victimised if they do 
not desire to sill'n on to work on the station 
again. The evrdence in this ca,se is pretty 
complete. The Minister courteously allowed 
me to go through the whole of the papers. 
The C'- idence JWOvos the complaints that 
were sPnt to me and the signed statements 
received from aboriginals complaining that 
thev were not getting fair treatment. I 
con.sidered that those complaints and state­
ments should be submitted to the Minister. 
I took them to the Home Office, a,nd the 
inquirv was ineHtuted. The result is not 
satisfa-ctory, because I do not think thf'''C 
boys have been fairly treated. They have 
been compelled to stop on the place and 
;;if!n on when they did not want to stop. 
\Yhen it h1.' been frmnd that these aboriginals 
have been £199 short paid. the inquiry 
;;hould go a little further. The fact that 
the Cor!m1issioncr gave the constable the 
berwfit of a grR vo doubt in five charges 
preferred against him and convicted him on 
a minor charge, especially when those 
charges related to offences a,gaimt men 
whom it was ms duty to protect, doe' 
not finish the matter. The matter should go 
a little further, and these boys should 
r€'Ccive the money that is owing to them. 

::\lr. \YEIR: vVhere is the constable now 1 

[11-JT. llloore. 

~Ir. MOO RE: I do not know whether 
he has been transferred. Ho was at lVIolloy. 

Mr. \YEIR: Has he been promoted? 

::\Ir. MOORic · I do not know. Inspector 
Mann was specially detailed to conduct the 
first inquiry. He is a, g?od . officer, and 
went there, conducted the mqmry, eaw t~e 
demeanour of the \vitnesses on oa,th, and m 
his report states specifically that, wat~hing 
their demeanour, he was perfectly satrsfied 
that the examination did not break down 
the evidence of the aboriginals, and that 
all the charges made by them were true. 
It does seem rather extraordinary that the 
l'ommissioner should go up there and, in 
spite of the report by Inspector Mann, should 
bold another inquiry and give the ber_refit 
of the doubt to the constable. The behavrour 
of the constable was cha,racterised as dis­
graceful. The position is not as satisfactory 
as it should be, and it is up to the Home 
Department to back up the recommendation 
of the Chief Protector of Abm·iginals, who 
has m ado a close studv of the whole case--he 
suggests that two me;:, sho~ld be prosc;cuted 
for perjury and that permrts for aborrgmal 
labour for the station should be withheld. 

Mr. ED'vVARDS (Tanango): In support­
irw the remarks of the Leader of the Opposi­
tio~n concerning the treatment of certain 
aboriginals in the 1'\'orth, I think it is a, great 
pity that in this ~ge of civili~ation such a 
position should arrse, and I smcerely hope 
that earlv attention will be given by the 
Home De-partment to clearing up the whole 
matter. 
Sneakin~ particularly of Barambah, it 

wo~ld apj~ear that everything is proceeding 
satisfactorily, and the Minister is to -be con­
g-ra tu la ted on the interest which he has at 
all times exhibited in connection with the 
settlement. I am afraid that the hon. gentle­
man's task will not be an ea,sy one in time to 
come, because, with the liberal educational 
facilities which are being extended to the 
aboriginals, some attention will have to be 
paid to their useful and profitable employ­
ment when they leave school. Many of them 
aTe particularly skilled in certain tra,des and 
handicrafts and consideration might be 
o·iven to a 'scheme whereby a market will be 
found for their manufactures. These people 
should not be left to find employment onl~· 
at cutting scrub or bullock-driving, but 
should b<> considered under some such scheme 
as I mention, because in that way the State 
would receive some repayment for the ser­
vices which are being. rendered and at the 
same time the position of the aboriginal 
would be considera,bly improved. 

The Home Secretarv has visited Ba,rambah 
on several occasions, 'and he may appred~t.e 
my suggestion that, when the opportumty 
offers, some irrigation work might be. under­
taken at Ba,rambah Creek. Even rf the~­
were onlv to irrigate 5 or 6 acres, it would 
crE>ate a· wonderful amount of employment. 
If the aboriginals interested in that work 
were picked out, and a pump p_ut on the 
bank of the creek. where there rs a farrly 
o-ood supplv of water, it would go a long 
~·av towards making the station self-sup­
pm:ting. and possibly make the living con· 
ditiom better than they are at the p-resent 
time. There is a large area of land attached 
to the station which could be cleane-d up 
much better than it is at the present time. 
Ring-barking could be carried out, and there 
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should be a general clean up of the whole 
place. There is sufficient labour at Barambah 
to make it a model station if the labour 
available were used judiciously. They have 
made a wonderful improvement in •recent 
years in connection with the buildings, the 
school, and so forth. The station should be 
made a model place, so that people who 
visit there could see exactly what the abori­
ginals are doing. It should be wiser to 
co.ny out such a plan than to allow the 
aboriginals to be scattered over the different 
'tations in Queensland, as happens at the 
present time. I hope the department will go 
into these matters very carefully, because, 
as the Leader of the Opposition said, it will 
not do the abo·riginals any harm whatever 
to ask them to do a reasonable amount of 
work. It would keep them in better health, 
and the labour is there to carry out the work 
I have suggested. I do not think they should 
be sweated: but, in the interests of the State 
and in their own interests, they should be 
kept together as much as possible so that the 
station may be made self-supporting. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. T 
Stopford, Mount M organ): The statements 
made by the Leader of the Opposition to­
night are not pleasant reading. The Govern­
ment and the Chief P·rotector, by their atti­
tude towards the aboriginals, have proved 
that they recognise their resnonsibility 
towards the natives of Australia. Taking the 
general conduct of the aboriginals in this 
State, the efforts made to alleviate the con­
ditions of sufferers amongst the natives and 
the promotion of discipfine amongst thoscc 
who are phvsically well will compare 
favourably with the treatment of aboriginals 
in any other State in Australia. 

In the handling o£ a large body of men 
like the police it is to _be quite expected 
that there mav be occas1ons when men do 
thing·s ])Ot worthy of the force to which 
llwy- belon1r. The statements raised by the 
Leader of the Opposition ha,-e been before me, 
and the facts have been correctlv stated bv 
the hon. gentleman. I regret "very much 
that an officer of the Police Department 
should have been responsible for the circ\]111-
stanccs disclosed in the a.ccusations which 
have been levelled against the force. \Vhen 
the matter was brought before me it was 
tco late, as the Leader of the Opposition 
knows, to take act:m1 on some of the charge'·· 
Through the Under Secretary I instructed 
the Co1nn1i~sioncr of Police to 1nake inquiries, 
n0t meaning that he should hold a police 
inquiry. but that he should make an ordinary 
inquiry into the accusations against the force. 
He appointed Inspector ~Iann, who. after 
inquiry, n1ad~ a certain report. The Con1~ 
n1js::~ionc·r of Police, acting in his capacity 
as hm:d of the polic• force-·a position which 
I haYe no desire to interfer0 1vith and which 
I have never done-gave the benefit of the 
doubt to the of!i.cer concerned on the eYi­
dence of the two white men, whom Le 
chose to believe as against the nrttiYe 
witncs'es. I personally peruscd th~ papers, 
and mb.nitted ilwm to the Chief Protector 
for his opinion. Dealing with the aboriginals 
as he do<'"-, I look upon him as a responsible 
authority. The Chief Prote~tor was E'cJi. 
satisfied. and asked 1ne for 1ny opinion. I 
gave him the right to prosecute the con­
stable in the ordinary cour' '· The matter 
was referred to the Crown Law Office for 
action. They have returned the papers. stat­
ir.g that it would be an indictable charg0, 

aEd the proper authorities to take action 
arc the police. As Minister in charge of 
!hG department, I have given the Chief 
Protector a free hand to take whatever course 
is necessary [or the protection of the aborigi­
nals, and, if nccessary, to prevent that 
station from having native labour for all 
time or for whatever period he in his 
official capacity may decide. 

Regarding the remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for N anango, I certainly desire to do 
everything I possibly can to further the 
interP''ts of the aboriginal settlements. Hon. 
members who have had the opportunity of 
visiting the settlements must agree lhat the 
aboriginals arc showing by their industry 
that they appreciate what has been done for 
ihcm. 

HoNOURABLE :i\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. G. P. BARXES (lVcmcick): This is 
a very interesting report, and reflects great 
~redit on the department and the Chief 
Protector of Aboriginals; but we should 
have a little more information regarding 
the large amount of £230,764 15s. lld. which 
stands to the credit of the Trust Account. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the total 
amount of the various trust accounts through­
out the State. The money is held in trust 
by the Chief Protector of Aboriginals, and is 
drawn upon as occasion requires. 

[8.30 p.m.] 

:Mr. G. P. BARNES: I suppose that the 
amount is available to them if they require 
it? 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: The Chief Protector 
is at liberty to use it if he thinks he is pro­
moting their interests in the settlements or 
other places. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\TES: The report says-
" The total wage- banked exceeds last 

year's figures by over £8,000. As the 
workers draw from 25 per cent. to 75 per 
cent. in. pocket money, it might be said 
that th;s onh· repr·esents, say, 60 per 
cent. of their actual earnings. As the 
subsequent expenditure, under super­
vision, for clothing, maintenance of 
dependents, amusement, etc., ca1ne to 
92.5 per cent. of the money banked, it 
will be seen that they are learning to 
understand and benefit from the system." 

That seems to indicate that thev are con­
scious of the fact that their savings are 
aTailable to them in the event of applica­
tion being made. 

There are other passages in the report 
which are extren1ely intcre'cting, and it is 
good to know that, although \VC have taken 
their land, nevertheless they are being cared 
for In accordance with hun1anitarian ideas. 
\Vith r·egard to education the report says-

" Satisfactory pr. gress has been made, 
but it is felt that a periodical vieit by 
qualified school inspectors \vould act as 
a spur to both teachers and scholars. The 
instruction is va1·icd and kept as interest­
ing as possible. The girls are taught 
housewifery accomplishnwnts, and the 
boys a1·e given sin1plc rnanual instruc­
tion. 

" It is remarked that, \Yhil't usually the 
arithmetic is below the u'uai standard 
of white schools, in the handwriting and 
such arts as n~edlework the native 
scholar often displays an equal, if not 
higher, gift for painstaking neatness." 

111r. G. P. Barnes.] 
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E\·ident1,v tho children ar(' rcc·eiving prop•r 
education and are benefiting thereby. The 
report generally indicates that useful ernploy­
nwnt fOr their energies is found in yariotl~ 
directio1~:-:. and it is pleasing to kno\V that 
their ~C'r';ice:; are appreciate l. 

Item (Relief of Aboriginab) agreed to. 

Cf!_\.RIT.\BLE l~~TITl'TIOXS .\XD GRA:\TS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL"13LIC I::\· 
STRCCTIO::\ (Hon. T. \Yihon, Furt/twlc 
1"ull1 yl: I beg to nlove-

. That £107,287 be granted for 
'Charitable Institutions and Grants.' 

Mr. HI JBERTS (Hast Too ~too m ba): I wad 
to take tiL' opport"lnity of dealing with the 
third n1atter 111 question between the Horne 
Seeretan· and mvsclf. The hon. gentleman 
::.aid tl1R\ the least I could. hase done ·was 
to sel' the L"nder Secretary. Later in the 
week I shall pro' ably a;-ail myself of that. 
opporruuitv, but, as I stated in the remarks 
I made earlier in the clay, evidently from 
th· st ue of the'c reports either the care 
was not given to them which I thought was 
\Yarrantccl or e:lse the n1en were overworked. 
I have no complaints to make flgainst the 
officers, but I am justified in cxpre·,sing m:> 
own opinion notwithstanding the statement 
of the Home Secretary. l do thmk that 
j, evidence of the. offic'e being short-staffed, 
uncl I wa'i using that point as eyidence ir, 
suppor·t of my argument. Possibly the 
teport ·was prepared in a hurry, sufficient 
time not being given to it. \Vhilst I would 
at any time draw the attention of the officers 
to a mistake when it comes before me, as it 
did this afternoon, still I would take the 
opportunitv of using the illustration in sup­
port of n1y argument. I am justified in 
doing it. It was more than a simple 
printer's error, as the Home Secretary 
called it. It is an error all through the 
piece. It is not as though the printer 
dropped one figure. The whole column is 
wrong; the additions are wrong; the sub­
tractions are wrong. It is a remarkable 
tl:ing that the printer made all these mistakes 
in one tabulated statement. It is unique 
indeed, and I am not prepared to accept the 
stalement that the printer made the error. 
I am mentioning it now for what it is worth. 
and. w far as I am concerned, the matter i.< 
dosed. 

I ha ,-e in mind the report presented to 
thi, Chamber last year bv the officer in 
<·harge of Dun,vich~a ge;1tlen1an ,vho, I 
regret to say, has since died. In that report 
he referred to some of the inmate.. of 
Dnnwi<'h as "the scrapings of hell," show­
ing the 'ariety of people congregated there. 
I endeavoured to ascertain who \V a:; respon­
>ible for the compilation of the prewnt 
rPport on Dunwich. I naturally expected to 
ascertain that from the report. but r was 
unable to g-ain that knowledge; but on look­
ing at the front page I an1 inciir:ed to con1o 
to the conclusion that these reports are corn­
piled )Jy the L:nder Secretary. I would like 
to sl'e the reports prepared by the variom 
officer~ in charge of the institutions, and 
to get the reports first-hand frmu the officer:; 
concerned. Bhowing the exact position and 
d(h cribing- the \vork of the institutior:s 
n1 Jcr their charge. That i~ the 1ca'3t we can 
expect in this Parlian1ent. a11rl Vc"E' Bhou1cl 
rccciYe thcn1. particularJ:,v in connection with 
a 1 !ace like Dunwich. \Ye should haYe lhe 
inforr.~ "'.tion fron1 the offic,'l" in c-harge. 

[J1r. G. P. Barnes. 

The· l'RDIIEH: \Yould vou like to ha,·e 
inf0l'rnation frmn cn~ry · auditor 1n the 
..:\uditor-Ger~eral"s department? 

Mr. ROBERTS : X o. 
The PREJIIER: That is somethi11g simib,r. 

::\Ir. RODERTS: In that case that auditor's 
certilicate v onld he sufficient; but, if he 
cared lo furnish a report, I \\·oald take the 
trouble to read it. 

:1~r. ::Uoom:: I would like or.e report. 

:'>j ROBEHTS: This paragraph appears 
in the rq;ort of the Dunwich benevolent 
as:·-ltun-

.. It i-3 bCcon1ing n1orc and more diffi­
cult. e'pecially in the ho:pital wards, to 
kec•p the inrnatc:-> ,,taff up tu 250. and 
it seen1s likclv this will increase. This 
i:- owiug to tl~c older inrnate~, who were 

illing to work, dying off, to those 
con1ing iu being of a far less robust 
bnd, and to the increased pension now 
!wil!g £1 per week-sufficient for little 
comforts whid1 otherwise would have 
been worked for or causing them to 
request discharge." 

The hon. member for \Yarrego this after­
noon stated that at the rate we were going 
the race would gradually deteriorate. ·we 
knmy that people leave the institution on 
attaining the age of sixty years in the case 
of >>"Omen and sixtv-five years in the case of 
men. when they are able to get their old-age 
pPH'ions. \Ye also know that they are not 
admitted to Dunwich in ordinary circum­
stances if they are liable for a pension until 
thcv have made application for a pension 
and it is likely to be granted. I ha;-e 
remarked on that pha'e of the matter before. 

The other matter is somewhat sad, but Jt 
indicates to me that it is a forerunner to a 
request for paid officers to be appointed to 
draft these reports. \Ve realise that the 
sick and the afflicted have to be attended 
to. but the information brought to my notice 
is an indication that further expenditure is 
required. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): Before this ;-ote 
goes through, I desire to make some remarks 
in connection with several institutions that 
arc receiving grants from the Government 
t'J enable them to carry on their operations. 

The first one I wo·uld like to mentioh is the 
Alexandra Home at Coorparoo. This institu­
tion recei•·es a grant of £200 a year from the 
Gm-ermnent, and is contr·olled and managed 
b_,- a committee of ladies. It has a splendid 
~~uilcEng, situated on very fine grounds, and 
H well managed, well controlled, and well 
directed in e;-ery w.c.y. At the present time 
thei'e are somewhere between 100 and 120 
dllldrcn in tho institution between the age' 
nf three and fourteen years. It is one of those 
institutions which 5ave tho GoYernment quite 
a large expenditure of mone~- in other direc­
ticm in caring fol'\ the children who come 
within the s<'ope of its operations. The 
CoYenunent. in fra1ning the Estimates next 
~·<'ar. might Yery well consider the advis­
ability of giving this institution a little more 
financial assistance. At the present time it 
!s absolutely out of debt. 'I'he ladies manage 
1t Yerv >Yell. Thev do a tremendous amount 
cf needlework and sewing and this saves a 
ht of expenditure in that direction. In every 
'FlY the0· s;>are no effort, and I believe it is 
a. n ode! institution and deserves well of the 
l~ ovcrn1ne-nt. 
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A noilter institution \Yhich i~ Hot l11Cll· 
tioncd in 1he report and ·which receives no 
grant f~·cnl the Uovcrnn1C11t \-ras opened about 
1I:rcp y(?ar, ago. I rt~fl'r 1 ow to the J\iargaret 
::\lan hml!e at \Yynnum. The land and build­
iltg .. ron111ri~cd in this hmnc \Yerc practi_c;'lll:v 
n donution bv 1\-lr. J. F. J.Iarr. a resident 
of 1h·isbanc'. 'in n:cn1c:ry cf his ·wifl'. to the 
t<tll10 ronllllith~c nf ladiP" \Ylw ralT_; en the 
.\1t·xJndra I-lo .. lc. Thprt_• an' 1JC'h\f.'('!l :-;]~.,:t· 
11.·:d ~:'-"'.t'llt\· 1-Jh iu tl1is lnst.iiution. It· is 

~pl ,:did \York ftn· tbc c·Dllllrnlni(c .1 
likP i o f-Ce 1l1r Go\-(Tll!ncnt ('ECOtn·ngc 

t lw ludic~ in 1 h1~ \YOrk l'y gra11ting tlljs home 
~1 r .Ttnin I!Tant r:cxt Yt ~1r. I do not know 
whcthl'r tl~e IIoL1C St;(·rt.>tar: or anv of his 
oHic('J .:, has P\ er vi-3itecl 'either Or the~ 
iJI-;titution~. If thcv do. the: wilL find the1n 
i u-t as 1 haY<' doscr;bcd-:- rPai homes for i hose 
Lo.-; s and g·irls. v\-ho unfortunately ha ye no 
p;u·ent~ or \\ hoso parent~ ha YP deserted theni. 
.and \Yho h.aYe no n1onev. Thcv arc carrYing 
on~ th~s wol'l~ just to n;~ist th<-~se childre;l to 
L:·c J11P good citizPn~ in tlJC' futtn0. 

AnolhE'r instiiution I haYc Yisil-ed is thc­
~iagdhlen _A_sylnm, Lutwyche. This institu-
1 ~n11 has been doiug s1>1cntliU work for n1any 
Y!'Ul's. The grant it recel n.'s froni tht• 
(; o\·erunwnt 1night y(•ry ·well Le in(·r0ascd 
fer the splendid WPrk tl1ey ar~ doing. _c\ 
n<•dw is e-stablished in connectiOn with thr 
ir,,titntion. I had the pleasure once of visit­
lEg this institution and seeing t_ho charac!~r 
.fd the: ·vi-·ork done. On eon1plot1ng n1y vBit 
[ ,,, "' a'ked what I thought of the institution. 
I saitl "'There is onll- one waY in which I 
·Pan d~srribe it. If 0\:01' the work of Christ 
wa~ L0ing carri~d on. it is being carried on 
hn'," The children of these unfortunate girls 
m·p <"an'd for bv the sisters in the davtimc. 
and in thP ('yening arc placed under the 
{'an· of th<>ir mothers. Spl0ndid work !' 
'being carried on. There are eleven or t'vf'lYP 
of thcf:e institution~ in the eitv of Brisbane. 
.and they nre all doing nw,gni.firent work in 
'''"er.v pcssiblc direetion. I hope that the 
finaneial position during thL' year will 
improye so that the Go,-ernnwnt will b • 
ablo to a~sist these Ye1-y deserving institutions 
D nd organisations by increasing their grants. 
\)('cause their magnificent work to the State 
warrants that action. 

Mr. ROBERTg (East 1'ool!'oomlm): As 
JH'P,ident of the Soeict.y for the Prevention of 
( 'ruelh-. Toowoomba, I thank the JYlinistPr 
for thP grant of £50 to ihc institution. which 
pine.;> us on an t·qual footing with the 
Hcckhampton and TownsYil!e branches of the 
organisation. Th'l-t arnonnt, augn1cnted by 
<d hPr moncvs. \vill enable the societY to 
condurt it~ activities in certain count.rv' dis­
trict,; where it has been reported that ads 
cf c·ruelty to animal> are Leing )Wq)('tratcd. 

would like tlw ·Minister to ndvise nw of 
the reason for the l'ednction in the vote 
for the Epileptic Home. \\'i!lowburn. I 
< .rmot quite understand the pmition from 
ilw figures sho\vn. 

:\h. \YRIGHT (Hu/ip!J,L): f \\as plcn'l'cl 
1o hear the l\lini:,ter's l'<-}Inarks coneC'rning 
th0 nnsuitabilitv of Dunwich as an in~t.itu­
tiorl for inebrillte~. .A necessitv exists for 
the r0moYal of these people at· the earliest 
}'o~;.;ible 1nonwnt. Speaking on this nnttter 
la··t year, I stressed the 'hopeless task of 
attempting to rehabilitate inebriates at a 
1 ·lace like Dunwich, because a drink addict 
is not likelv to reform if am· facilities exist 
for supplyil1g him with the' drink which is 

his rnrsr. Th<' report on tlw operations of 
Lhat in~tit ut ion reYC'ah the fact i.hat tlH'l't~ 
\H'l't' foul'tPt'll JnalP~ and OlH' feJnal(' rr1 lain­

ing on th~ 31st Dc<'t'mlwr. 19~5; that hYcnty­
OIH' m alP~ <! ud tl;rL'C fl'n1u.it~5 \\T; e achnlttccl 
tltu·in:,· 1926. and tllat njnetTC'n nHth;.., were 
rC'<Hlu-~itte.J in t lwt ~,par. ':rh at support~ 
JJl,\' arg·ument a~ to 11te un~uitabllity of 
Dttn\Yich for tll<' Clll'L' of iJlcUriatt'~. ~lany 
cf tlu·~c· j){'ople cat:. gt~t drink in varlou:; 
\ .. t· ·'· n ttd. n ftpr a ciJOrt. 'twll from tirt' 
~n:--1ilutiou. }JaYP to Lt l'f'tu..hHittct1. Tha1 

1:1 (JP('l'Htl' in u. 1a~·gp nnmbcr of ca'·~·S- until 
ln~titu,ioll ].:; J·('JLd\-l'd frmn Dunc,·ich. 

, :Ll, <• ('VC' I',·. ')lie k:'.U\\ S tl1:1t it j~ df~C'l11('d 
n· ('l'··al'Y trJ > th, old imnates of Dnu~ 
\\ich w{th a quaHtity of grog, a1lll 
] ant quih· suti~lled tLnt all the grog handed 
ont to pt'r~un-; Pn!itlcd t.o ir does not go 
do\\·n thL\ tbroa1.-., of the pl·l'~ou::; who recPiYtJ 
it ln the fi f'~i in~·tance . 

c1lr. :\.IoORE: 1 <io not il!ink tlw inc·briat0s 
g"L·t HlU('h of )t. 

;'.!;·. \YHIGIIT: I am <JuitP sati,fied that 
the i1wbriatc•s get ~o~1w of it. \Vithout 
~trf'tchiug thL' long bO\\-, I lun-e ~ce11 inP­
lwiatc•• on the island absolutelv " full.'' l do 
nni soy tlrc.v tl'Ot all tl1e grog from 
iEnHdl'::: ai' Dunwich. Th0y get it through 
other Jnean~. The d('partrnPnt j13 quite 
•a.ti,Ji,,d the.t- nw!hodo arc emploYNI 
whf'r('bv tlle.-;c- unfortunate individuals on 
Suadbt:oke bland are able tu get the 'iuff 
that i . .:; ·doing th('lll ~o 1nuch injury. l know 
the- :\.lini:-:tpr ha~ \·cry definitr• views on this 
C}UC's1 ion, and he has~ spoken 011 it 011 f'Y('l'Y 
ucca,ioll that thP Yote ha,; been bdore tlw 
Chun1bC'r in recent y·ears. I kno\V 1li~ idt.'a 
is to p;;,tabli:.;h Hn inland pri~on where thP;>,P 
l!len can bo profitably employed. togNher 
with first offender'. Tl1at would be the 
n1ost successful wa v in "' hich vou C'ould 
PXP,'<'t to achicn~ Suf'e('~.;.; in dc~ling with 
tLr-sp unfurtu~mte indiYidual:~. . 

I ncticc with rpgrpt ihat thl' in~titution 
has lo~t t h(' ~t~r....-il'P" of l\lr. ....\.gnl'\V. That' 
gcntlerna11 has gin:>n f'xcellcnt serYiC·C' to 1110 
in~titntion a11d he has rle,-oif'd a go•>d {leal of 
his spare time to the welfare of the patiPnL 
in the institution. It is only rig-ht and 
P~'OPl'r that hi~ work ~hould b0 l'ccogni::;Pd b.\<· 
ll1C'!nbcrt'l of this Conn11ittee. a~ I atn ~ure it 
i~ n~cognif'f'd and apprl'cintctl by the Honw 
DPpartnwnt. 

:VIr. \YIXSTAC'\LEY ((,!11rr 11fon): I wish to 
('IH10n.ie what has been ~Rid bv rhe hor1. 
membPr for \Yinrlsor in referPnce~ to some of 
th0 in~titution~ that rorne under t}w headi11g' 
of ·· Griini:-5, Pte. (Subdi,·i~ion)." l an1 quitt~ 
confiJcnt that quite a nnmber of them. 
althouo·h thP o-rauts l'C'C''jypJ front thP Goverll­
llll'llt o are ~~utll. .are doing CXC'C'-ptionally 
~-ocd work for rl1e couununitv. ThPv bandlP 
~1nitP a lH.unhPr of chilrlr.en and young 
pc'oplc' who othPnYi'e would be left prac­
tically to run \rihl. and they nrc proclueing 
'''hat by-and-L,\' \Yill be goocl citizens '""hf'n 
oiherwi~L' th('~' \Y>1uld he yory indiffPrPnt 
('itizen~. 

I :-'hould c~l:-~o likP to sav a 1\'0r.d i11 rPf<-'r­
<'lll',' ID the \Yilliam l'owcll Institntion. 
\,ituatrcl at Kurabv. It was rny pl'iYilegc 
rt'CC'IJt]y to reacl a report fron1 the 
gc'nilerna.n IYbo conducts that institu-
1 ion. and 'dwt h·::> "'-aid about the wnrk 
of th0 in,titntion dnriwr tlw la't twl'lYe 
llJOllths wa~ YPrv 1nt0rf'~ting·. EYel'Yone 
kuo\Y~ tlwt. a:-; .1.. g"Plh'~·al rnlP. p('opll~ do 

Jlr. 11'instanlcv.] 
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not have rnuch time or concern for di~· 
charged prisoners. Everybody knows that. 
when once a man has been in a place like 
Boggo Road, eyen though it may be for a 
first offence, he finds it •rather a difficult 
task to regain his place in society ; and any 
organisation or institution that undertakes, 
when a moan is r£'1,-;ased from gaol, to pro­
vide him with a home, something to cat, 
and work to occupy his time and atten­
tion for the immediate present, a suit of 
clothes to make lmn presentable. and then 
in a great many instances get him a job 
is doing exceptionaliy good service for th~ 
community. 

It has been said that he is a benefactor 
to his kind who makes two blades of graso; 
grow where only one grew before; and he 
is certainly a benefactor to his kind who 
makes two h01wst citizens of two individuals 
who were previously dishonest. Perhaps the 
most remarkable and encouraging feature is 
that the majority of those who go to the 
home for a little while and experience the 
kind treatment eXcercised there become 
impressed with the belief that thev can 
redeem their past and recover a, foot­
ing in society and thus make good. The 
number who fail after they have been through 
the home and are placed in positions is verv 
small indeed. The v;ork at the home i~s 
worthy of help from the depa1:tment, and 
those responsible appreciat-e the grant now 
made. JYiany men who are honest and indus­
trious and have never broken the laws of 
the land often find it difficult to retain their 
footing in society; but how much more difficult 
is it for these people to do w? The inmates 
of tb> home come under the influence of 
those who ccm inspire them to exercise their 
will-po\\-·er and so enable them to redeem the 
past. This institution, as well as others 
participating in the Yote, is doing a good 
work for the community, and they are all 
to be commendcd for the good work they 
do. 

Item (Charitable Instih1tions and Grants) 
agreed to. 

HEALTH. 

The &ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wi!son, Fortitude 
raUry): I beg to ffiOV{?-

' That £27,667 b:: granted for 
'Health.'" 

Mr. WRIGHT (Buliml:'': I do not wish 
to delay the vote, but I want to refer to 
.a portion of the report of the Com1ni::sioner 
for Public Health dealing \Yith the svstem 
kno·wn as "paint spraying.'' This -is a 
system which has latclv rmne into vorrue 
partin.1,lnrly in ccnnectiOn with n1otor p;int~ 
inf!. It is a n1o2t dangerous occupation fron1 
a health point of view. 

l\fr. }.IoORE: The n1cn \V car n1asks. 

::\Ir. \\.RIGHT: In renlv to tlw hon. mem­
be,r's interjection I n_._1ight sa~ that the 
en1ployers in the n1otor industry,~ E'Ycn befor·8 
the I-Il .1lth Departn1ent teak action, 
demanded that certain action ehoul.d b2 taken 
!o proYidc rnask;:; for the en1ployces, r·ecogni~­
~ng the-.- dangerous po~ition they were placed 
111. L'nless the strictest saferruard:3 are 
applied, the }H'a;th of the nt•erat"'tor is ycrv 
quickl~, and seriotu:dy affccte~l. "' 

At 9 p.m., 
.\1r. WALKER (Cooroora). one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

}fr. WRIGHT: In the report of the Com­
missioner of Public Health wo read-

" At the third conference on industrial' 
hygiene, hel·d in :Yielbourne in J'Ylay last 
the question of painting bv means of th~· 
spray gun was discussed,' and a resolu­
tion as fall ows recorded :-

This conference, after consideration 
of the recommendations made by the 
special committee to the Australian 
Commonwealth Engineering Standards 
Association, approved of the principles 
contained therein, and recommended 
them to the departments concerned. 
" The special committee· above •referred' 

to (paint and vamish sectional commit­
tee) submitted, inter alia, the following 
recommendations relating to spray paint­
ing:-

(a) Lead paint should not be used in 
interior painting. The use of lead 
paints in spray-painting under any air. 
cumstances must be regarded as. 
dangerou", and the use of non-lead 
paints should always receive considera­
tion. 

(b) Commercial spray painting In 

interiors should be done in properly 
constructed booths, provided with effi­
cient mechanical exhaust ventilation .. 
The exhaust systems should be so con­
skuctcd and installed as to opera tc· 
effectively, independent of weather and 
adjacent building conditions. 

(c) The booths act as extraction-dust 
ventilating units, and the spray 
operator should not be exposed to dust 
and fumes drawn past him to th•J· 
exhaust fan. 

(d) The exhaust system should pro' 
duce a satisfactory uniforn1 air move­
ment at t:1e booth face under working 
conditions. 
" It is recommended also that em-

ployees engaged m spray-painting· 
should-

( a) r\ot spray at right angles to a; 
flat surface, so causing the spray to roll 
back; 

(b) r\ot spray too large objects, and 
thus get out of range of the exhaust; 

(c) Kot spray promiscuously about 
the room in testing the srJrayer . 
" In the matter of safeguards regard­

ing volatile solvents. etc .. the special com­
mittee recommended that paints, etc., 
containing benzol should not be used nm· 
should benzol as such be a·dded to any 
paint m~te·rial. 

"\Yherc penetrating stains and re­
nlovers rcntaining benzol are used, ns 
n1anv men as practicable should bQ 
employed to minimise the period of 
cxno:-ure to the injurious effects of 
be~zol." 

ThiR n1attcr has bcC'n engagh1g the attention 
of the reprt'sentatives of the c·mployees in 
the coarhmakini!· industry in this State for 
some considerable thne, and~ in cor.1pany 
with the secretarv of the Coachbuilders' 
Union, of which I happen to be a member, I 
haYe visited sev<>ral motor body-building 
fadories. and I think that in som•~ cases 
they have provided the best safeguards to 
comerve the health of the emplOc'ees. N0o 
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doubt sornc of the firnB rnannfa:._:uring 
mc-r0r 1_ntl~r~; ht:l·' ~ll'C' i:1 qnite a lar6 c 1 •. uy 
of Lnl'-il:cs,;'. ··nd th:...'Y hayp the n1ost cfficif'nt 
plant for spray-p. · lni-ing; but th('l'e arc other 
1Jnsioc::;;.s 1noror shot_)S ·where the n1ethods 
adopt- c1 i:o :nfcguarcl the health of the 
en1plo~,-ccs in this rcgurd is anything but 
C'ffirient, ttnd, i11 ont r to safeguard th·• 
hr-~hh of ~thcs; ~en, D·•partrn•}l~t cf 
La .our ann InoLhtt'\' \YC'll '.York 1n C'l-

opcrntion \vith the~ Deparbncnt of :E•.lblic 
1-Iralth to "c·e that \Yhcrevcr ln'tnu£ucturcrs 
have in,tallcd thio mdhorl of painting the 
verv 1-Jt·:...t :->afc:•·urrrd.;; :;:.hou!d aho bC> in~: _.Jled 
for~ the bPn -.ftt of the worker.~. I notice th:tt 
the R 1il ·,,a:' Dc!!t,rhnPnt has giY ,_!11 a tri.tl 
to thi) r1lt'lllo(1 of paiuting in thf' (:'";;~ of 
EOlnC of it" rolling--.-:. ,x·k. I ha.cl the Oi1pnr­
tunlt_ · oniy H'CC'ntly of scri11g ,-,nmc of the• 
rolling->'tock whi"h h~d b~<'n painted b.'- thi' 
1 roct .-..-.. T claiu1 to ha Ye ~o·11P kno-.~:lC'dRc 
of n-:cchanir :1 'York, and. in n1v opinio~1. 
t.he pai!lting of 0:11' rolling-stoCk i~ 11ot 
going to b0 nc._,dv so sati::-f ,ctorv b 
this new Jnrthoc1 ~:;:: by h•n(1-paiDtin~. 
A joh \\hi eh Y\'DS turnc· l out smnc t1rnc ago 
wns to lllY mind far frorn ~·tfs~a' torv, and I 
bclif'Yr that -.y,·Lcre thr. Vi.'Ol'k i~ likc.!v to b" 
subjcrt to all cm1dit~nns of wcnth01:. nip-hi· 
and (la:v. hc1t and ro1cL and so on. lt IYill 11 ":> 

found that it \Yill not 1 , .. t ncarl~- :-:o long as a 
h~ncl-pninted _inb. :::.o far -~::: the H.C!il~~,"!-.' 
DerJa·rtrnr .. nt is ('oncernc'd. the> pro~2S'l 1.;:. 

Hlf'rcl· bcitw· tC' . .-.tcd. bni- I rlo not think it 
1··i1l 1• fO\'(' ;1C:lrh~ f'0 f'fff'c-1-i,;c C'' SO ccnno~ 
Ini,.,~d as t}Jc hn.nd-j_lniYitcc1 job. 

I\lr. F'"~PirlX:STOX~: Doe-. ih:tt not a _11:-' 
witi1 cqn,ll f0rcc to lllotor cars? 

Th0 rnof 1r car:::, rurti­
c, rs. arc· hon ... J nnL:h 

of th,~ Ha:!< a 
Depru !Llc·nt. ~Iotol' C'!J'..;, R.l'C 11laced in 
gara::-0:->. and. 2part fl'Olll bPing 0:1 the 2tl'C'<_t 
fo a <:>OUllL of honr:-1, in the day. they are 
prob~1l1l.- i.lnder -co\·er all the rirnc. The 
aYrr,, ge n:otnr car i~ not ~nbje."ted to t1le 
!'onw ~:t;lF:~phcr1( _

1
conditions as th2 rolling­

stock or t11e Ra.11 \Yay Dc'pa.rtn1elH; cDnsc­
queLtl:-. I do t<or think that. this method of 
paint~ng, with all the attendant dann·ers 
\Yill prO\'P cffici ·nt. or .... co;1mnical in b th~ 
Hailway l)cpartrnent. 

I-Io:vcvcr, that is qu:te o.part frn~11 the 
CJU' 'twn of rmblic hc·1hh. I know the 
Co.~.1nni::;:sionl'r for lie a It.i1 i.'3 fnlJv ali ,·c to 
~he da1 ;,:ers to \Yhi{·h the crnployE-es in thi-, 
llH.lustry are subjlcte-d. rnd I hope that 
the n" c, :'.-.ar.', actio_l \Yill be taken to conl­
pd the. Clllj_)lo~ er::; engaged in the industr-.7 

to rnoYide tlH..: 11C'('(·~-,arv safeguard for th~' 
men doing this particular \York. 

Item (Health) agreed to. 

HOSPITAlS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC lX­
STRL~CTION (Hon. T. Wihon Far!itudc 
ra-1''!1): I b'g to lTIOYC- I 

" That £187,253 be granted 1 Jr 
' Hospitals.' " 

J\lr. IY!OORE (,1 ul,ion;t\: \Yhcn EJ1caking 
a fc\v m1nutes ago the IIonre Secrctarv 1nade 
a statf.•reent v,:ith 1.Yhich I can1~ot. agree in 
any way \.hat VET. He endcaYour('d to put 
for\ ani a case in this Cha1nbe:r in f'Upport 
of the co~-::tention that the ho.3p1tal districb 
WE.TE' f'XJ.Ctlv f~e t<anlC a~ local a~1thoritv 
di~trict . I ~bet;" l( dxe to (r~~,gr(e \Vith Hu~t 
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c,drLcnt. In the pal'ticnlar di trict of 
which I haYP rwr~onal k:Do""lcdgP, the n1ero 
f- c' that the p<:oplc me the hospitals in 
J)ulby and ='-~ anango -cloc-s uc·t alter the £art 
that tltc gr-nr>ra1 r1JI1 the busir:.c:: of the 
di,ctrict i'3 EOt \>:ith pla<>'-'., but 'Yith 
rl'OO\YC \-\-ith the hosnit~l. it i5 a 
total!·- ttcr. "There H :::n 
arnbnl in }~nrr<lrnan which 

r Oil]() in that pll'ti­
:.o to tlw \:anang·o llO!'i­

r:ot go there to trausact tht..·ir 
bu ,iness l'~""qnin""menb. ~\.Ioror 

'hn• :-;; run fr·o1n Cooy 'l' right dovYn to Too­
,- J.::nnlJn. jn the ··.;me >:>av a" the,- l'Un trJ 
ToJ, .~c> ~l :t ~ro·n 1):.~~\;y. that is-, .ht ~·e _the:· 
do L ,'ll' lmfl112(':'-S. ln ·t r ·o ;('') ('Ondu~n:el.' 
that a ho -pital di~tri1t does not. ILCC~::3arily 
at;-rcc with the loc:d authorit~. area. 

ThP He illC Soeretc~r·:,' al~o t ~1otrd a lot of 
att ·actiYl~ figure;;;. showing th \-cragc arnount 
pniJ b~·- rn.tcpayrrs i11 the vctriou' local 
antbority arc-<; crn1pri cd in the- Too\voornba.. 
ho.:.11it··l c1i:-trict. The. aro of LO y;;duC' ~vhat-
f'', cr. and arc u.bsolutct Through-
r~ut th·_· rrrcr•l"l I n_~i · ·t~ have 
(lo '_'1.:-' of ::tll t' >n into to'\ n-
.;:J:ip al:otn~l'Ht.' \',}ucn ha\_ 1 o buildin .... :5 

:·~~·.:~~~~ _'c~ ,S~~8 ;I~:~u.b~!~~~l. 11 ~~·
7 

rc~tC'~ on ~ll~~-~ 
l1 1 nt') ill s,.l __ l to .ll~~.ips the 
}1\; ~·~~-.'~ (~~~oled by the hon. o· ntlt:'Jllllll, 

1l, of t•:-.;ing land fJr the upkeep 
::], i d tn·o:lg on·~'· I haYc ahnn-s 

P~.:t~lF-t it. r~r:d a~-lYocat2d 
Ll sl:o~1\.l i'·' The 

eo ;fr·r,nct~ o'C the n1:thori1ics' 
:.~.' h,:3 prote:::tr .I ag-J.in-t thi::-: 1nct-hod 
r_ f nlH.! the le,~t { nlfcn:uc ., unalli-

.;cd prin_ i_ L) \Yhich I 
I a111 d tL.t t thi.'3 prin-
altc·l'· h.· 1 1.1·,- tl~-· 1nort: 

t1,at arC! cr.·atcd rhL: quicker that 
,. ill l ~ bron~hr abont. \Yhy 
capital of the 111<:~:1 on rhe :.::tnd be 

c.·rrtain bu:0;iu~ ..;; lllt'l:. stu.h as 
111anagcr.3 rt.•ceiyjug- gr~od ancl ~tablc­

o:a1arir . ..:., e~.-cry yea!· csc ~]l=; 'Th0 farn1cr pay;;. 
the tax tv~-ice--bv a tax on hi:;; land and in 
\~eueral taxation.~ 

~\lr. \YElP. : The farm ere only pay . 3 per­
cent. of the general taxut1on c.·f the State. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: The _fanner pa.~·s hi3 share 
of the general tax.1hon \Yhcne-Yel· he pur~ 
C_la"e3 goo~s. It is unfair to tax the farn1cr;3~ 
tools out o' "-hich they make their living 
for the v:,kcc p of h•·.,pit .ls. In the maioritv 
of cases a ~arn1er is paying a ho:0pitil t.a~ 
""~U land vdlh·h he ha..;; u1ortgag, d. 

:\Tr. '\YEIR: Hi~ ca)Jitcll-not 
l!~COlll('. 

:\Ir. J.IO(IHE: I object to the 111an on the 
land rM:_vi!~g this ta,x ou l1is capital. The 
tax. ::.'hould be on ir::cmnr-, as it i"" in other 
pJare3. The GoYCriLlE'IH in \Yc~t Au5tralia 
iw vc brought do\Yn a Bill proYiding for the 
;,qJ'~rc,;1 of ho:""pitals by a tax on incon1e, 
lcaYing it open to the local authorities to 
contribute Yoluntaril·,:. It is unfair to tax 
pecplc on their capital value, which is very 
oftc'n something they rlo not own. This, 
prlnc;ple place:'5 an onus on a section of the 
people who are least able to bear it. It is 
quite cas}- for the Hon1e Secretarv to re1uedy 
this unfair pmition. I know th"at it would 
mean an alteration of policy and I do not 
(·xpect any alteration, although I shall Tll'O­
u·,~t aga1!l:st it frorn year to r. The Ho21e 

Jlr. }Jom·c.] 
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Su:retar- :d:o~1ld nlt<.1r the r-xi:::tir1g unfair 
po·~.it ion \n~dt·1· which m any rJeopk· 8 n' forced 
t\J con1ribtttc to a ho-;pital t~cy c._nnot u;;;c-, 
n:erelv b.:.'c·nvc thc·y h~tpp·u to L-=.• in the 
loca1 ~nut~~oritv area in 'idlich the bo~pital 
i~ f'it~utterl. It or,Jy wants an altero.tion of 
thr<:>c· -v·;ord-~ in thL• I-Io3,pital"'- Act to remed~­
t]Jf; no~it:on. Th··r.' is PO .~-1 eh difficult.v 
rcgnrjding rcpre:-~ntntion a.-: tlE:- :Hinistcr 
in1ngir.cs. 

TL; J:--Io · E Scc.:~L. _\RJ : \Yh t \Yould you 
ad\"I)L:<lL? 

:\fr. ~TCnHE: A~- th~· pr_:;t·nt tirne ~--cu 
1:_-cYL' a J~;rce_ fll'Ca~ and I haYe E8\'Cl' 

knG\'. n n. 111 n~tv cf the aroJs \Yith 
which 1 haYC' h~·c·l' r· ~soCiated. The troub~e 
h t:-:: ~ emu: DiH' \Yho c 'rcJ to nildcr-
i. ,i;;:(' Hcpr":-:cnb;tion ('Ould c1uito 
r'_ he 'tllo~·:t~~d acrordlng- t·) an:>a. 1~ 

L·_· ,l)P~~'·'iJt to the ~finistcr i-ll a'-, if 
1n ''·hi eh the r:cRrcst hospitr l 
i-. 10 or 12 n1ih"~ a\Ya v and 

ere co.npelled to contribiite to 
TJ 1nllc:3 a ·,·::1:-. ib:_'~l the position 

1.:: n_o.;;;t ur:.fair. The \Yholc n1a.tter can be 
r.:·nH died. bv tbr:· l-terotion of thr• _.,\et in the 
wa? I ha,~c n1cnt!onocl. People have no 
cbjt'C'tion to c~11tribnting to a hospital; but 
they dL·-ire ju ~ic.' exh-'ndcd to them by 
"lllr,,Yin~ th0n1 to contribute to a hospital 
which is mm·e suitvble to their needs. \Ve 
.-:re c1nite preparr-d to a.ccL-pt the existing· 
lw•pit l cli4ricts. and. if the Act were 
l'll1E~ndecl so that tho hospital district shall 
{_,)l1lprisc• a loca 1 anthorit.v area '' or part 
11E'reof."' tL2n the positioll would be recti~ 
tied. 1 1Yallt the Ho nu~ Secretary clearly to 
understacd that the hospitol district must 
ncK:e:---~lri1v be the district in l't·hlch tho corn­
nlunitv of i11terest in bu:3iness is the same. 
That ~can De quit<.' e£tsi1y dernonstratf'd to 
the 3.-iini~ter or to anv of his officers. So 
long a;;; the prest,nt' unfair position is 
allowed to coufinue-wc call attention to the 
1natter eYer~~ } ear-then so long wi1l annoy­
ance be the iot of people who arc compelled 
to conh·ibute to a hospital to which they 
cannot p;o. Seeing that t],e matter can be 
remedied so easilv. whv not attend to it? 
Of course. the more ho,1;itals that are created 
the quicker the alteration which we seek 
is likelv to be effected. in view of the fact 
that tlie agitation will be increased. The 
fuct of making the hospital district para­
mount, and saying that the hospital boundary 
has to coincide with the 1community of int0rest 
on the businecs side of the people who live 
in the local authority area, will only create 
more trouble, becau:-:.J nDthing can make 
them coincide. So far as I know, they do 
not coincide in r,nv of the areas on the 
Downs. There ma;, be some in Central 
Queensland. The ui:lfairncss of the present 
position should not be allowed to continue 
any longer than is absolutely necesary_ 

Mr. HARTLEY: On the income basis. how 
would you allocate the payments to the 
various hospitals? 

Mr. MOORE : It i., collected in exactly 
the same way from iho people in the area. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It goes to the hospitals in 
the area in which it is c-ollected. 

Mr. MOORE: The same position would 
operate if it we1·e collected on an income 
basis, in much the same way as it operates 
in connection with the collection of stamps 
for unemp1nyment insurance. 

[31r. Jloore. 

1\Ir. I-Lunr Y: ~~ ou will pat- :1 v,_,ry big 
t;1:-;k o:1 thr InrCJl~lc Tax: Department to 
CJ1lert th" an1onnL 

:Cf,.. r,IOORE: Th · Income Tax Demnt­
,,_.,mld not lnn' to <ollect it. It \\:ould 
hay,; to notifv the llo~pital board or 

ha..-; to eoll~·rr the annnnt from the­
incliYiduL.L" in the area. 

~I)', I-1.\.HTLEY : Th- t 1.:: a ypry big task. 

;~,·. 'IC ··RE: It h rot been found a 
t:;t..,l::: in cthrr nwtters. It will bo 

to colkct t1H_' 1a-.::. and you are 
it on a fair b;-_l.:::.i~. 

~fr. 1-Lu:_._LEY: It ·ill b·:- a YC'l'Y C'lnllbl'r­
::cl~lc bu "nr,-·". 

::.\Ir. ~IOOHE: It 1.::; far :n10l'C' cnrnbersornc 
8nd f<-n EtOtT nnL1ir to 11Hlk • thP loral 
authoritic.s cuilr-c1 it frmn i he> bnd of the 
PL Jplc. 

}lr. I1.-\H7LEY: Th.~ 1and c-on1ot lnoYc fro1n 
one di ,,ti_·irt to anotbt>l', 

:?.lr. f,;OOHE: Ti1at i::; jn.3t. what actuated 
1 he UoYcrnnlent ia Gri11ging in this tax. 
Th0 n1an on the latHl could not get a ,vay 
fron1 it. consequently he- \Ya::; in the position 
that you conld absolutely force hiu1 to pay. 
That is one of the unfair PlPn1ents in the 
' hole propo:-itlon. The ba~i.s is wro11g~ and 
:!:at i, generally endorsed by the people in 
the country "-ho ha,·e to contribute n1o~t 

Mr. HARTLEY: ·what do you suggest·: 

:\Ir. :'Yl(HIRE: The lwn. gentleman thinks 
an1 afraid to sugge~t thn.t there should bo 

a hospital tax on wage-;-. l arn not.. l ant 
quite prppared to ach·ocate what is right.. 
_4_ny nu1nbf'r of \vorkcr:-.; recognise that they 
:;hould contribute to the ho::-pitah:.. That i~ 
~ oluntRrily reccgnised by the railway 
\Yo:tkers and the n1iner:-. ~obody will object 
to contribute a fair amount to the hospital. 
but the pt·esent basis is unfair, as it is 
placing the tax on the capi1 al Yaluc of a 
section of the eo1n1nnnitv when very often 
1 he capital value is not there. · 

Mr. \YE [R (Jlur!ll;orourth): I am glad of 
the opportunity of discussing thii'\ question, 
because I realise tl:!at members of the Oppo­
~ition are nH?rely making political propa­
ganda out of a vPr.v poor casp, I arn not 
enamoured entirely of this hospital taxation 
proposal, but I am big enough to say that 
it is the best I can conceive, and therefore 
I arn going to defend it. The hon. rnen1ber 
for Aubigny, in common with thE' rest of 
].is team-if I may use rhat expression \\'ith­
out hcing offensive-go to· the country and 
put up the sa1ne argun1ent in the country 
1 hat they put up here. To my mind it is 
not logic. I do not think it is sound, and 
from that angle I propose to debate it. The 
hon. rncmber has given the Chambt'r the 
irnprc:;;sion that the farrner is the man \Vho 
is hardest hit. That is not true, and I \Yill 
tell you \Yhy. Let me look at it from the 
point of view of income tax as a start. \Vt> 
kno\\' that tl](' diilerence bet\Yeen income tax 
and local authoritY tax is bO to 40. Practic­
ally stated, that is the position. 

Look up the income tax returns supplied 
to Parliament. and yoa will find that thP 
farrner~ \Yho is suppOsed to pay the bi ,(gest 
~hare of this taxation. on1y finds 3 ppr cl'nt. 
of the taxation of thi;; Stat<'. 

:'IIr. LOGA);': Bccans0 tlw~- haw not got the 
return. 
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~fr \YEIR: welcome 1he iLtcrjc-etion. 
The farnlC!':- pay 3 r-<:r rent. cf the aggregate 
irccJn1c tax of this State. a11d against then1 I 
put the employees of the State. ,~,ho pay 20 
rcr <<'.:_t, of the flg'~Tt'gate inc01110 tax. 

fvlr. MOORE: rrake the Inan Ollt~idr· 111 the 
cC·Llniry. 

Mr. \YEIR : The farmer is payill~· 3 per· 
cr:ut. of the ag;~:regah~ income tax of thf:' 
State-, th('refore be i~ not p 1,ying lJi ... ::l1arc 
cJ h-::---,pital tax at ~on fro1n an iul'ou:e tax poiLt 
f:f 'iew. _i\gaiL~t hi1n I take thl' c:nployee~ 
of th0 SL tc. \lho pay 20 lJrr re-Lr. of tht' 
r. 0 gTega· ,~ ii!CO.lle tax. 'l'akiu'_~· 20 per c=-'llt. 
t.<. ~ against 3 pt r r<:.'Et. in regard to iucoine 
t ·-s: r~~yn~C'nts~ I argue that the 

1
empluyc:e i.~ 

CG! tnoubng· 1nore per hlad to tnP ho_.,1,Ital::; 
ihau the fUnner fron1 an inc .;·ne Ltx point 
o~ view. 'The- n1an on the land, aceordin'{ 
to the hon. member for Lockyer. is uot pay­
ing r:,1orc bu-.au:::e he is not n1akiJ~g t~>e earu­
iJ!g'3. His local authorit.,- taxation i:- baf'£'d 
on the Yaluc cf hif' land. The :-tunc thing 
VlllJ:ies to the city -dweller. -who i') the 
e:1~ploye0. The local authority taxation ot 
Ll- cit·· dvn:~ller is b::tscd on the Ya]up of his 
land. -He pa.ys 20 per cent. of the aggregate 
ir1.conl8 tax of the State, and again pays hi~ 
quota per medium of the lccal authority 
tnxation of his land. He is not n1aking a 
li' in;c from the land at all. He is drcacly 
payil1g on his income per rncdiun1 of the 
ii;come tax, and, brcause he liYe~ on hi:-:i 
s·nall piece of land, which is not assisting him 
:u 1n.ake his living. he again pays through his 
lccal authoritv taxation-that is twice. Then 
th., third time comes. A number of workers 
iil our cities-we might take :iYlaQ-borough as 
-<1n illustration~are paying· a definite an1onnt 
PYCry week in order to get into the hospital 
in case of need. Ta.ke the n1iners. for instance, 
.arnongst cthers. All these n1en are paying 
a third quota of contribution tmYards the 
hospitals. These men pay 20 per cent. of tllG 
.aggregate income tax. loral authority rates, 
Dnd yoluntary contributions. 

2\lr. MoonE : Take the landowners. 

Mr. "WEIR: I want to take the professional 
n1an in the city. I haw no brief for the 
professional man, who can look after himself. 
In the main the professional man in a city 
ljkc Brisbane is \vorldng under Yery good 
~ircumstances, and his local valuation is high, 
and, per medium of his ratable Yalue. he is 
Lcing caught fairly well. 

1\ir. MoonE: \Yhy take the man in btbiness 
'vhen ycu are talking about the farmer 
Dv.tside? 

Mr. \VEIR: I am showing that the farmer 
is not the man who is being seYerely tax,.d. 
The hon. member for Lockyer said that the 
farmer is the man who has been unfairly 
lreated, and I am showing that he is not. 
The professional man is being fairly well hit 
--you can take Brisbane, :iYiaryborough. or 
v.ny other centre-because of the fact that 
h~ has a home which is fairlv hea.-ih- rated 
through the local authority Ya,luation. 'and he 
is also fairly caught through income tax 
tnation. Nobody is growling about that. 
and it is fair. I repeat that farmers, who 
arc only pa.ying 3 per cent. of the aggregate 
i10come taxation of the State and earning 
their living on the land on which they are 
paying local authority taxation. have not R 

leg to stand on compared with the employees 
in the city. who find 20 per cent. of the 
aggregate income taxation. pay taxation on 
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the· land on which their hom.s are sitmc:Ccd. 
and who Yoluntarilv tax then1~elYes e\-ery 
\Ycck iil tl1c fonn Of a contril.Jntivn t:..- tho 
h<-·-pitak 

:\Ir. G. P. B"'R:\'ES (n-u nrick) : The arg-u­
DH'Ilt of the hon. !ne1nbcr for ~lar,ybo1 ough 
bre~d\.c:. do,,-n innu('diatclv v;hcn we ro1n~) to 
con~idcr the rclatiY·C Urnounts v.-hich the 
indiYiductl furrner or en1ployce pay~·. For 

the• F~tkc of argtHE_'I;t) \\L' InjgiJ:t 
[9.30 p.111.] tnke one hurL\'c ·l fr;rniL'r:-. aud 

one hu11clred C:111ploycc., and C:01ll­

parc their coutr;but!on . Tlu.' thing IS 

ub,urd. The number of C'lllploycc iu the 
i~ iLiiniL·h· &:,rcut ... .-r tlli.·Il th? l:tnnber 

of thcrcfoi':c their iEdi\T:-ctnal con­
tribution::; ar,·_, lPss. The hon. rnc1nb:::r's urgu­
lllCnt j:;; cid.v a fllc.;;;s~-an a.3sun1ption-an 
ass()rtion. \Yhut a:·t-.Jund-:; Jl1C in thr Labour 
l;a1·ty\; attitude on this quc·stion is the "'.YOll­

dcrful rcspL>ct they show lo the Clpitali~t 
at C\'l'ry tUl'll. TheY se·era to be out tu 
allo~v tfie 111an of n1C.alls, who goc:3 in for 
buy1ng- bonds free of taxatiGn, ur pcrhap:-: 
~as lar~tc bank deposits. to escape the~L· 
Imposts. EYen in a ITHJtter 1vhich i" or 
should be, the concern of e~·erv nwn1Ler ~i the 
connnunity, they allo\Y hin1 "to go srot free 
again. I think that no less a ~uru than 
£12.000,000 or £13.000.000 has been rai~ed lw 
thj~ State on the basis of frcedon1 fro1n taxa­
tion. I say that the principle is utteriY 
\Vrong, yet the ycry hon. tncmbers oppcsit'e 
who ar~ everlastingly fulminating against the 
(·apnahst:-~ allo\v the1n to g·o free when theY 
~·et the opportunity. It should be regarded 
as the pri,-ilege of eyervbodv in the com· 
munity to contribute to the support of our 
yanous hosprtals. If I am in touch with 
the opinions of the people generally, they 
loo!.' ur;on cont:rbutwns to the hospital as an 
obhg-atJOll whwh they are prepared to 
honour to the fullest ext·ent; but the basis 
mmt bP equitable. Once more let me sav 
that I feel sure that. if we get accurat::, 
figure>;. we shall find that the number oi 
employees in the State is infinitelv !rreater 
than the number of farmers. The Federal and 
State. Government employees alone number 
one 1u scyen of the population, and. tile 
hon. rne1nbcr \vill find, if he goes into thL· 
returns. that the income tax paid by those 
cla~sP~ is quite a large proportion~ nf th~' 
total. 

Mr. COLLIXS (Bowen): I have four hos­
pitals in the electorate which I haYe the 
honour to represent. Thev are not '· dis­
tricted·· at the pres·cnt time, but wP mav 
have to ask the Home Secretary to proclaim 
a district in the near future. As the hon. 
~·cntlcm.an is well aware, the hospital at 
Bowen Is generally in a precarious condition. 
and iherefore it may be necessary to include> 
the oth€·r hospitals in the electorate in a 
hospital district. So far, however, we haye 
been able to support our hospitals. 

If ihe farmers in mv electorate or in anv 
other electorate consid~r that the districtin:, 
cf hospitals is a hardship. thev ha ye thei~ 
rc·medy in their own hands. Then whv de 
they not contribute voluntarily and .;:voiJ 
tlw hospitals being districted'/ This con· 
temion that the burden falls heavily on the 
farmer IS all moonshme. It falls no heavier 
n:1 the Lirmer than it does on the rest of tho 
commtmity, because under the Hospitals Act 
tlw State contributes 60 per cent. of the 
amount from the consolidated revenue. to 
wbrch the "·hole of the people of Queensland 

Mr. Collins .. ] 
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t :miribnt '· <tnd 40 per cent. is olJtained fro:n 
the Joc~l authorities under the districting pro­
pm·.als. Th:> tax is imposed upon t!:e unim­
proYed y~]ue of hnd, not upon .tl;~ Impro,·e­
ments, and there Js no hanlslup mfhcted upon 
c it her the fc:rmcrs or any other persons unde1 
this pr· )osal. The. unimproYed Yalue of land 
in this Shtte vrartically ainounts to the sun1 
that has been borrmved Ly the GoYernmem 
uf this State. In other "·ords, the community 
has created the unirnprovcd Yalue of the­
land bv borro\\-ing the n1oncy and :-pc'Ild;!t~ 
it on p~1blic ~sorks. T 1hcrefcre the couEnunity 
i:, onl~· taking back by of a tax on 
the uujrnr.,roved value of land a little 
of that hi eh the community has '' _ tted, itlld 
milising· it for the support of the hos11itaL3. 
I quite agree w1th the hon. memb0r for 
:\larylJorcough that there is nothing in the 
coutcntion that the farmers arc bcanug 
rrwr'--' than their f:.harc of tl:~ burden. 
To i1naginc that the fannE'' i~ going 
to suff~·r a ,r·T~ ater hardship than other 
people vd1o O\YE uni;nproved land is all nloon­
>hinc. As l said befme, if the people d3 
not \Yish their hospitals to be districted, then 
tlwv should Yoluntari[y cont:·ibute to tho 
sUJl.port of the hospitaL-~ I am making tha~ 
knovn1 so tltat the farnwr~ in my electorate 
v:ill nllder :tand the position. There is a 
method "hcrt>ln- tho hospitaL, can be sup­
potted YOluntarJly. There is n, little portion 
of n1v cJt"ctoi...:~tc on ihe Bo\YCn coalfi0ld. 
where" up to the present the minc•r.' ar.d tlv 
fc~.,~ statio:a-0'\Ilers and racn cn1ployccl on 
the stations in that portion of the r-lcrtor::n·~ 
haYe been able to support their ho,pitn1 
witho:_n anv great. effort. Sornc of tho 
hc·pitals in' my elcctoratc rccoivrcl a grant 
from the ·' L:olden Casket " fund, which I 
am suro they are grateful for having 
receiYed. I wish to re]leat that. if the 
people do not desire to have t.he hospitals 
districted but to maintain them under the 
Yolunt-ary system, let them put their hands 
in their pockets, and there will be no 
difficulty in supporting the hospitals under 
the voluntary system. 

At 9.39 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAX resumed the chair. 

Mr. DEACON (Canningha1n): Hon. mem­
bers opposite have not been able to make out 
any case in support of the Hospita.s. c\ct. 
I prop':se to show hov.- it works out in the 
case of the farmer as compared \virh the 
owner of city land. This afternoon the kllJ. 
member for .Toowoomba pointed out that in 
the case of the city of Toowoomba it works 
one .; t an average of 5s. 9d. per head. This 
is hovv it \VOlk") out in connection \Vith iar~n­
ing land-

Clifton Shire 
J\lilmerran Shire 
Jonclarvan Shire 
Taram1;a Shire 

Per head. 
.-:. rl. 

15 10 
16 4 
16 8 
9 7 

That is \vhy hon. men1bers Ollposite are in 
fayour of this sYStem-because the burden is 
p!acecl on the f~rmer, and their men escap2. 
That is what they are after. 

::\1r. CoLLD!S: ·whom do :you call our men? 

Mr. DEACO:'\l': Men who support the hon. 
gentleman. If a comparison is made of the 
tax on the city area compared with the tax 
in the farming areas, it works out at a much 
cheaper rate per head for the working man 

[Jlr. Collins. 

than it does for the farmer. I-I on. n1cn1bers 
oppcsite ;_u~._• not out for equalitT or a fair 
thing-. TlJPY '.-.ill not have anything fer thc 
hospitalc C"CC)lt something that works to d.•e 
nch·antage of the people who sent then1 ht:re. 
\Yhat I ant is fair treatment for the man 
c~r the la11d. The hon. n1ernbcr cannot disnuto 
lhuse fie;nrc~, Hf' the:: \Ycrc given b;y a rrH··~1bcr 
oi his mvn part_,_ The farmer pays a lrtcJd 
tax ·m thc unimprm-ed ya]ue of his la·H1, 
''-het her he has paid for it Ol' not. lie migllt 

0 rnoney on it, ncYerthelcss he ·till has to 
pay the la"cl tax and the tax for the upkeep 
of the hospital. 

The s .. CRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \YORKS: EYery 
o-,·:n0r of a Wvrker';:; d\\ clling pays a ho'-pital 
tax. 

~le. DE_\COX: The o,;·ncr of a worker's 
dwL·lllng in the ~ity does not have to pay a 
land tax on the nnimpl'O\·od Yaluc of his land. 
That i~ the point l arn endeavouring to 
nlal.::t~. The rnan on the ba6ic wage in the 
cit:· does not ray inco:rnc tax. 

:\lr. \YEIR: X either does the farmer. 

:\Ir. DEACOX : I will show the hon. mem­
ber lww the fanner does pay. The farmer 
and the landowner in the countr•: find 90 
per cent. of the revenue of the" country. 
\Yhcre do the people in the cities get all their­
wealth to pay income tax except out of the 
produce of the land. I-Ion. n1en1bt"l'S n1ust 
rernen1ber that the n1ining industry is gone .. 
That being the case, \dJO pays the taxation 
of the coumrv but the owner of the land? 
The farrnCl' and the man on the land l"'Y 
an unfair share towards the support of the 
hospital~. \Ye a.rc ouly asking for \vhat is 
fai·r. \Ye have to pay land tax. the tax for 
the npke;:p of the h0~pita ls, t:nd incon1c tax. 
It is onlv fair th:tt v.-0 should ask that the 
\Yorking- ~:..1an in tbe eitiC',, should also contri­
butL' b~1s fair ,~ ~1are to the upkeep of th ~ 
hospitals. 

::\Ir. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): The hon. mem­
ber for Cunningham \cill haw to talk a little 
longer than he -did if he desires to conYince 
nH~ thnt. the fanner is contributin.; n101·e to 
the upkeep of hospitals than the man in the 
citv. It is a well-known fact that the man on 
th~ land is in a better position than the man 
in the cin-. Ee has not half the expense& 
of the ma'n in the city. If tl:-.' hospital ta'< 
was cxatnined carefnlh-. it \Yould disclose 
that the n·an in the city is paying about 
three tinE-s a-.; n1urh .as the n1an in thq 
c0untry. EYc-r>on<' knO\n that an allotment 
in the' city "" ;ned at £200 is worth 40 per 
cent. or 50 nor rent. proportionately more, 
thiin a .sin1il~r area in the country. I wilT 
take the instance~ quote-d by the hon. mem­
ber himself_ He said that a working man 
in Toowoomba contributed on an averagc-
5s. 9cl. JWr year to the upkeep of the Too­
woomba ho"Jital. as against 15-,. lOci. by the 
farmer at Clifton. 

::\Ir. DEACOX: The business man in 'l'oo­
woolnba is included in that averag€~. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am taking the exarn1Jl0 
submitted bv the hon_ member. The man in 
Toowoocnba-paying the smaller amount OWJE 

about 16 perches of land, from which ho can 
get nothing in the way of interest. On thfl> 
other hand, the man at Clifton who pays 15s_ 
lOci. owns probably from 50 to 200 acres. 

Mr. ::'>loO RE: What about his income? 
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Mr. HARTLEY' He has a bigger income 
and has greater exemptions than the worker. 

llfr. l\1ooRE: Very often he has no income. 

::-Ir. HAR'I'LEY: I have never yet heard 
a genuine farmer squeal a bout the incidence 
·of the hospital tax. The squeal comes from 
hon. gentlemen opposite, who are concerned. 
not with the man with 100 acres but with 
the man owning thousands of "cres. The 
latter can well afford to pay for the upkeep 
cf the hospitals. He is getting a greater 
benefit from them; yet these people who 
.own land valued >tt £4,000 and £5,COO are 
thooe whom the Opposition are trying to 
excn1pt in ~o:11e way from_ the incid{ nee 
·of hospital contributions. 

The PRniiEH: The " Golden c~sket, con­
iributors pay more than anyone. 

::'llr. HARTLEY: And I suppose that 80 
r,cr cent. of them are workers. There you 
lulYC the 'Yorkers again~ 

The PREMIER: And manv of tlwm do not 
live in the State. · 

~fr. HARTLEY: I want to know how the 
money collected on the basis of income will 
be d{stributed among the variDus hospitals. 
Take, for example, men contributing at 
Kabra. Who shall decide >dwther lhat 
money shall go to RockhamptDn or lHount 
Morgan '? The proposal to upkeep the hospi­
tals from payments DD an incon1e basi.s is 
wrong for bYo reasons. In the first place, 
excessive expense will be occasioned to the 
Income Tax Department in allocating that 
1nonev to the various localitie.:-<. and. secondlv. 
there' is the difliculty of deciding to what 
localities it shall go. You will want practic­
allv another Board of Tra-de and Arbitration 
to 'decide a matter like that. For E>xample. 
·of the n1onev contributed in South Brisbane. 
what system' would be adopted of alloeating· 
that money to the varioth; hDspitals there? 

:\Ir. WEIR piaryborour;h): I "·ouhl not 
like this vote to pacs without referring to 
the attempt made by the hon. membel' for 
\'\ arwick to upset my figures. The only part 
that appealed to him when lw cDntended 
that my figures \Vcrc \Yrong was that the 
ratio of clnploycL3 paying; their quota for 
the upkeep of the hospitals \Yls a neg-ligible 
quant.ity. \Yhat is that quantity·~ Of the 
InPn who were rat('d for thi:-: tax there were 
"9.817 employees and 903 farmers; and 3 
per cent. of the "-hole income tax is paid 
by the farmers and 20 l•N cent. by the 
o(>lYll )loyecs. 

Tlw oHly thing I can ~ep fro1n rny point. 
-a' Yiew is th0 point raised by t.l1<' Home 
S0cretary in regard to the r1uc.stion of the 
reallocation of the boundaries. That. in t-he 
<Qrdinary course of events. ,vill be renu dicrl 
ln- the Commission on Local Authorit,­
:Bonndaries. I have seen for sorne tirne tha't 
the Maryborough hospital district, >vhich 
extends to the vicinity of Gympic. should 
be reconsidered. "-.-c are waiting now for 
the boundary to be adjusted, hut. in the 
meantime no one is likely to take' undue 
advantage of another hospital. After all is 
said and done. this Committl'P wants to RCt 
the true aspect of the case so as to be abll' 
to adopt the true basis of taxation and do 
what is a fair thing. The farmNs wl:o pay 
<lnly 3 per cent. of the income tax are not 
.overburdened. Th0 employees of the State 

pay 20 per cent. taxation on their little 
homes in the city, and. in addition to that. 
theY pay voluntarily their other 6d. per 
''"cPk. 

::'.1r. MOORE: They get service for that. 

i\Ir. IYEIR : They get service in any case. 
E.-ervbodv knows that the intention of the 
Gove'rnment is that people in necessitous 
eii·cun1stanccs shall be assured of a horne 
while sick in the shape of a hospital. \Vhat 
was the district hospitals business introduced 
for"? It was introduced to force people in 
thls St!ltc to acccr1t their responsibilities 
and contribute tmvards the hospitals. 

The hon. member for Lockver takes nride 
in the fact that his hospital i~ not distrlcted. 
Some other hon. members also take pride 
in the fact. that it has not been necessarv 
to district their hospitals. What is at the 
back oi that' Is it not that the people in 
tho.~e areas arc sufficiently patriotic to keep 
up t.heir hospitals by means of voluntary 
contributions? 

Then >Ye have place·s like Bundaberg, to 
,-hich the Minister referred to-night. In 
that case the hospital was practically bank­
rupt and in a shocking state of disrepair. 
It was therefore necessarv to introduce this 
new form of taxation. in connection with 
which the worker in the city is more than 
paying his share us con1parcd with the 
farmer. 

:i\Ir. G. P. BARNES (Wrn"zcitk): The 
nmnl><'r of farmers who contribute this 3 per 
cent.. is 1,063, and the hon. member for 
::-Iaryborough is jealous and is prepared to 
allow a ,-ast number in the community to 
go scat-free in regard to this taxation. The~ 

total-
Absentees 
I nclependents 
1 )rofessional n1cn 
Employee.s 

376 
1.129 
1.015 

15,988 

::\ow you see the jealousy of hon. members 
opposite. It is quite possible that many of 
these mav be landholders and taxpayers. 
but the clutnces are that not half of them 
arc. 8o vou seD that the basis of the hon. 
member's · calculation is quite out. The 
point that seems to raise a great deal of 
trouble in the minds of hon. members rs how 
YOU are o·oirw to collect the tax. V\'herc is 
it to co1~e -fro1n '? The cost will be very 
hio·h You can very well leave that matter 
inothe hands of the. Commis,ioner of Taxes. 
He will have no trouble in finding out where 
a man has his domicile. If he fails in this 
instance. it will be the first time that he 
has failPrl; that is my experience. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The C'HAIRMA::'\: Gnder the provisions 
of Sl'esional Or·ders agreed to by the House 
on 2.5tlr August and 26th October last, I shall 
no"· lea.-e the chair and make my report 
to the House. 

The House r~sumed. 

The CH.UR:\IAK reported progress. 

Resumption of Committ"e made an Order 
of the J)ay for to-morrow. 

The Home adjourned at 9.57 p.m . 

lllr. G. P. Barnes.] 




