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TUESDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER, 1927.

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

Cost 0oF CoNSTRUCTION OF KINBOMBI STATE
SCcHOOL.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. CLAY-
TON (Wide Bay), asked the Secretary for
Public Works—

“1. What was the cost of the construc.
tion of the Kinbombi State School?

“2. What are the dimensions of this
school 77’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—

1, 8666 2s. 4d., including furniture.

“2. The dimensions are twenty-nine
(29) feet ten (10) inches by twenty-six (25}
feet ten (10) inches.”

Anaxie GEM FIELD—SALES AND GOVERNMENYT
Buyixe MONOPOLY.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

‘1. What were the total recorded sales
of precious stones from the Anakie field
for each of the years 1909 to 1921,
inclusive ?
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“2. In what year did the Government
monopoly of buying come into opera-
tion, and what has been the amount of
purchases and sales respsactively in each
year under the Government scheme?

“3. On what date did the Government
cease buying, and is the prohibition of
private buying still in foree?

“4, If so, what are the Government's
intentions in this matter ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Puaddington) replied—

“1. Production (including sales); no

record of actual sales:—

[ASSEMBLY.]

£
1909 23,116
1910 21,200
1911 24,393
1912 40,016
1913 43,292
1914 ... 15,800
1915 600
1916 14,733
1917 14,208
1918 16,591
1919 42,883
1920 65,831
1921 46,524
“2. The year 1921
Year. } Purchases. Sales
| & s d! & s oa
1920-21-22 .. | 54,650 19 7 | 38,285 13 6
1922-23 .. 1 20, ;230 16 7 Nil
192324 o 14 342 6 10, 14,840 6 7
1924-25 o 28 777 10 10 | 8 321 18 5
192526 colo24 001 13 2 ! 18 687 16 8
1926-27 [ Nil 1510 3

3. 27th March, 1920 yes.
4. Matter under coumderation.”

QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF COMMONWEALTH
PRODUCE :ND MaNuracTures CONSUMED
1IN QUEENSLAND STUGAR DISTRICTS.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the
Premier—
“ With a view of indicating to
residents in other parts of Australia

the benefit accruing to all through the
successful carrying on of the Queensland
sugar industry, will he cause the neces-
sary steps to be taken for the collection
of information as to the quantities and
value of the produce and manufactured
articles from other portions of the Com-

monweaith that are consumed in our
sugar districts?”’
The PREMIER (Hon. W. 3IcCormack,

(Cairns) replied—
“ No_records are kept from which it
would be posmble to obtain the informa-

tion asked for.

RrevLier or CartiE (GGRAZIERS 1N DROUGHT-

STRICKEN AREAS.
Mr. SWAYNE (¥irani) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture—

1. As suggested in recent correspon-
dence between us on the subject, are
any steps being takon to ascertain the
most effective w vay in which to relieve
these cattle graziers who have suffered
serious loss owing to drought conditions?

2. If so, what are they?”

Mining Acts Amendment Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(fion. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

“1 and 2. The intentions of the
Government on this matter will be
announced by the Premier in due

course.”’

CircuLATiON OF PREMIER'S SPEECH ON SOUTH
JOHNSTONE STRIKE AND SUSPENSION OF
RAILWAY SERVICE.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah),
azked the Premier—

“Can he inform the House at whoss
expense a copy of his speech, of 6th
September, on the strike situation is now

without notice,

being broadcast throughout Queens-
land ?”
The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,

Cleir m) replied—

¢ At my own expense.” (Laughter.)

PAPERS.

‘he following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Report from the Engineer for Harbours
and Rivers for the year ended 30th
June, 1927,

Sixteenth Annual Report of the Univer-
sity of Queensland for the year 1926.

The following papers were laid on the
table: —

Amendment to Regulation 23 of By-law
No. 212, under section 134 of the
Railw ays Acts, 1914 to 1926.

Amendment rescinding clause No. 37 of
By-law No. 212, relative to employ-
ntent, etc., in the railway service
under section 134 of the Railways
Acts, 1914 to 1926.

RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF
JUDGMENTS BILL.

INITIATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENE
Mullan, Flinders) :
“ That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to corsider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to facilitate
the reviprocal enforciment of judgiments
and awards in the State of Queensiand
and in tho _United I\lngdom and other
pavis of s Majesty’s Tominions or
territories updm His ‘ia](‘stx protec-
tion, and for other purposecs.

RAL (Hom. J.
I beg to move—

Question put and passed.
v i

MINING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INTTTIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“ That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
55 of introducing a Bill to further
end the Mining Acts in certain

pal’nculan ”

Quostion put and passed.
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—SECOND ALLOTTED
Day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, #laskay): Before
proceeding to deal with various matters
which have arisen in this debate, I wish to
congratulate the mover and seconder of the
Address in Reply on the able manner in
which they applied themselves to their
subject.

The Speech as a whole and the policy
outlined in it are an indication of and give
a good deal of information with regard to
the present position in Queensland. The
disastrous drought, which has continued for
a long period, has seriously affected the
finances of the State, and is affecting every
industry in the State. These results go to
show how important primary production is
to Queensland, and how bad conditions in
any cne industry affect all interests in the
community. It is necessary for us as a State
and as a Government to apply ourselves to
these difficulties with care, and, if possible,
to devise some method of dealing with them,
or at lcast of mitigating the losses that result
from them. An indication of the serious
effect on the State is the reduction in exports
iast year, which amounted to approximately
£12,000,000. The withdrawal of that sum
from circulation has a serious effect on every
one in the State. It means :hat there is so
much less purchasing power in the commu-
nity, and it affects industry in countless
different ways, it closes avenues for employ-
nient, and prevents the extension of industry.

I mention these things to indicate the
nceessity  that Parliament and the Govern-
ment should seriously consider these difficul-
ties, and that the people themselves should
fully understand them. It will be necessary
to investigate closely every item of expendi-
ture, znd to devise ways and means of carry-
ing on the functions of the State within the
capacity of the State. Consequently, no
matter how we may regret it, it will be
necessary to delay for at least a period
some of the necessary measures of social
reform which would cost a good deal of

monev. These things cannot be undertaken
at the present time, and any impartial
wmvestigator must realise that. What is

required is a serious and close attention to
affairs, with a view to maintaining those
standards and conditions that have been
built up as a result of the legislation and
administration of the past twelve years.

The Leader of the Opposition, in the
course of his speech, dealt at length with
the industrial position at South Johnstone
and with industrial matters generally. No
cne would seek to under-estimate the import-
ance of industrial conditions to any State.
1t weaith production is going to expand,
or if we are to endeavour to increase the
prosperity of the people, it is necessary, so
far as is possible. to devise ways and means
whercby industry will be maintained and
industrial operations carried out as free from
mterruption as possible. There were certain
indications in the speech made by the Leader
of the Opposition that showed that he has
not made himsslf fully acquainted with the
position. His ocutline of the genesis of the
trouble =t South Johnstone indicated faulty
information. Fis statement with regard to
certain incidents that occurred in that area
also indicates that he did not make himself
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acquainted with the facts. I followed very
closely the industrial position in Queensland,
and, so far as it was possible, as Acting
Premier at the time I endeavoured to pre-
vent industrial trouble occurring, and where
it «did oceur I cndeavoured to have it settled,
or at least localised, so far as it was possible.
In connection with the sugar industry, that is
cf tremendous importance, because under the
agreement with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, apart altogether from any other eco-
nomic consideration, it is necessary that we
maintain a continuous supply of sugar for
the rest of the people of Australia; and con-
sequently the Government of Queensland
had at all times to have before its mind the
necessity of preventing a general spread of
industrial trouble involving other sugar-mills
of the State, and thereby affecting to some
extent the terms of the agreement. In con-
nection with industrial relations, it must
always be borne in mind that there is more
than one factor in industry, and that wise
men in controlling business and industries
generally endeavour to secure the co-operation
of all the wunits necessary to carry on those
industries.

In the sugar industry the only trouble of
an important character that has taken place
was in the Scuth Johnstone arca, and that
was at the change-over from State control to
co-operative control. 1 want to emphasise
that at the same period other sugar-mills
were taken over exactly under the same con-
ditions without any difliculty resulting; and,
if a little more discretion had been used on
the part of those who assumed control of the
South Johnstone mill, many of their diffi-
culties would never have arisen. For months
prior to the new company taking over that
organisation statements of various kinds were
in circulation all over North Queensland.
From Atherton on the Tableland down to
Bundaberg you could hear the intentions of
the new directorate being discussed. What-
ever those intentions might have been, or
however justified they might have been, it
is never a good thing to be always talking
about what people intend to do. I am satis-
fied that, if the new company had met the
men in a more friendly attitude in the begin-
ning when they took over the mill, and said,
for example, that they desired under the new
control to secure the full co-operation of all
to make the enterprise a success, better con-
ditions would have been established, and at
least a better understanding brought about.
In my own district, when the North Eton
mill was taken over, the chairman of directors
carried on the entire staff for whem there
was werk available. They were met in
a friendly manner, and their co-operation
sought, The result was that no difficulty
eventuated. In effect, he said, “ We are
taking over this mill, and desire to malke it
a success as a co-operative venture, and to
moke it a success we desire the co-operation
of cveryone encaged in the industry. In
short, if the staff give us a fair deal, we in
turn are preparcd to give them the best deoal
that we can.” That attitude of mind was
shown at the North Eton mill and at the
Favleigh mill. In the case of the Farleigh
mill under co-operative control, by discretion
and by the wise oxercise of authority, the
directorate of that eonterprise is mak_mg a
greater success of the mill and getting a
better return than was the case under private
enterprise in the past.

Hon, W. Forgan Smith.]
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T wish to allude more particularly to state-
ments made by the Leader of the Opposition,
based on newspaper statements in the early
stages of the dispute at South Johnstone.
1 personally have been attacked in the press
in connection with the activities of the Go-
vernment in that respect. I am mnot at all
concerned about that, but I draw attention to
it hecause of the fact that certain statements
were circulated throughout Australia which
gave the people of Australia an entirely
wrong idea of what the position was in that
part of Qucensland. Certain things took
place at South Johnstone that were deplor-
able. Certain things took place that no one
would attempt to justify. We must remem-
ber, however, that the local conditions in
that avea are different to those prevailing in
almost any other part of Queensland; and we
know also that the police in that area had a
very difficult task to perform. I say as a
member of the Government that the police
carried out their duty with tact and discre-
tion, and with the fullest appreciation of the
public interest. I say, further, that the
attacks which svere made on the Government
in that respect were rnot due to any dereliction
on the part of the Government from their
duty, and were not due to any dercliction on
the part of the police in the carrying out of
their duty; but were due to the fact that
our critics desired, not that the police should
exercise their functions in a proper manner
in_protecting life and property and in main-
taining law and order, but with a desire on
their part that the police should have been
used against the men who were participating
in the strike. That, basically, is the
true reason we were attacked. OQur oppo-
nents were not so anxious that law and
order should be maintained or that the police
should do their duty, as they were anxious
that the police should be used as an instru-
ment of the Government to bludgeon and
baton the men back to work under conditions
that they were not prepared to accept.
(Opposition dissent.)

Mr. MaxweLL: That is untruc.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is entirely the position. No one knows
better than the hon. member for Toowong
that that is the desire which animates some
of the people who are supporters of him
and his party. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion quoted from the daily press a state-
ment having reference to the activities of
the police in that area. We secured a report
from the Police Department relative to a
statement in Brisbane papers alleging that
Sergeant Tuohy had asked strikers to give
safe passage to a man leaving the South
Johnstone mill for Innisfail. This is Ser-
1gé32a7nt Tuohy’s report, dated 20th July,

*“I beg to report that there is no truth
whatever in the report published in the
Brishane papers alleging that I asked
the strikers to give a safe passage to a
man leaving the mill for Innisfail. I
have not asked the men on strike at
South Johnstone at any time to give a
safe passage to any man leaving the
South Johnstone mill.

“Police duty has, and is, being per-
formed impartially, and all persons

entitled to and desiring police protection
afforded it.”

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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This report was minuted by Mr. Brosnan,
Chief Inspector of Police, who was at Innis-
fail at the time. as follows:—

“ Forwarded in continuation of my
telegram to you this morning. Police
are doing excellent work at South John-
stone, and Sergeant Tuohy, with
Constable Selby, figure prominently m
that direction . . . . any traducers to the
contrary notwithstanding.”

Vet we have s member of Parliament in the
imperiant position of the Leader of the
Opposition quoting a statement from  the
press affecting the integrity and administra-
tion of the Police Department without endea-
vouring to verify the facts. Had the Leader
of the Opposition called at my office, I would
have becn prepared to let him see the official
documents affecting the position. Can he not
realise that the inference to be drawn from
his remarks is a serious reflection on the
administration of the police of this State, and
have an important bearing on the carrying
out of the law of this State? I venture to
suggest that before making statements of
that kind mermbers of the Opposition should
make themselves thoroughly acquainted with
the facts. I have said often that the state-
ments appearing in the press at that time
were exaggerated, that being due not so
much to the reports from the reporters on
the spot as to the manner In which the
information was-set up and headlined in the
local press. T ventuve to say that the articles
based on those distortions were more calcu-
lated to provoke trouble in Queensland than
any other form of activity. A section of the
Brisbane press which particularly supports
the Opposition never fails to misrepresent
the position if by so doing it can in any way
reflect upon the Government of to-day.
(Opposition dissent.) I am putting forward
this position clearly and definitely, and I say
that people charged with responsibility
should know better than to foment difficul-
ties hy cxaggerations under conditions such
as I have qucted.

Hon. W. . Birxes: Do you suggest that
the photographs were faked?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
In further emphasis of what I have stated,
I wish to quote from a letter received by
Mr. Short, General Manager, Bureau of
Contral Sugar Mills, from My, Gillan,
manager of the South Johnstone Co-operative
Milling Association, Limited, South Johx-
stone. Hon. members will know that, in
compliance with the provisions of certain
Acte of Parlisment, the managements of the
various sugar-mills in  Queensland are
required to forward reports of their opera-

tions to the Government, and the letier
which I am about to quote was received
under those circumstances. It reads—

“ We are forwarding to-day our up-to-
date chemical sheet, and appreciate very
much your forbearance in this matter.

“The newspapers have reported that
we are working two ten-hour shifts, and
also making detrimental comparisons
regarding previous work at this mill.
Both statements are incorrect.

“T take it for granted you will ignore
such newspaper reports, or refer them to
me for explanation.”

The statements of the Police Department and
the mill management which I have quoted
prove definitely that public opinion was
being whipped up, and an atmosphere created
by certain journalists in Queensland who had
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purposes of their own to scrve. Reference
15 often made to mflammatory speeches on
the part of certain individuals, but I ven-
ture to say that some of the leading articles
that appear in such journals as the Brisbane
“Telegraph 7 are more dangerous to the
maintenance of industrial peace than any-
thing else that can be done. As one having
considerable experience in industrial matters,
I am satisfied that the cireulation of many
of the statements that I have refuted did
more to intensify the bitterness and prolong
the trouble at South Johnstone than any
other cause that I can mention.

[11 a.m.}

A further testimony is a statement made
by Mr. Donald Mackinnon, an ex-Minister
in the State of Victoria, and also until
recently Australian High Commissioner in

the United States of America. Mr.
Mackinnon, who has never at any time
been connected with the Labour Party,

and who is a man of undoubted probity
and character, writing to the Melbourne
“Argus” had many interesting comments
to make. So intense and difficult was
the situation created by the press state-
ments to which I have alluded that Senator
Crawford, a member of the Federal Ministry,
found it necessary to make a statement in
Melbourne to alleviate the alarm that had
been created in public opinion; and it was
iﬁl.lowing on that that Mr. Mackinnon said
is—

“T am glad to see Senator Crawford’s
official statement this morning with
regard to the conditions at the South
Johnstone mill. It will serve to clear
away some misapprehension in the minds
of the public of the Southern States. I
returned from a winter holiday in the
Innisfail district last week. The sugar
belt, from Townsville to Cairns, so far
from being a scene of wild lawlessness
and anarchy, as some would have us
believe, 1s at the moment the most
heartening part of Australia that any
Australian can look upon. Nowhere can
the same rural energy be seen—the fertile
land oozing wealth, the busy farmers
breaking in their fields and renewing
their crops, the canecutters slashing down
their abundant harvest, the fussy tram-
way engines dragging long lines of cane-
laden trolleys through the fields to the
nearest mill, where, working twenty-four
hours a day with three shifts, elaborate
machinery and contented workers are
squeezing oubt Australia’s sugar. Our
country can nowhere show the same spee-
tacle of man-directed energy. Nowhere
in the world is the white man handling
tropical production with such success.
As Senator Crawford says, South John-
stone mill is only one among many; it
is the only mill that is having trouble.”

GOVERNMENT MEmBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Proceeding further, Mr. MacKinnon says—

“As for lawlessness, except as herein-
after mentioned, one saw no evidence of
it, less than one would expect in a com-
munity which contains a large foreign
element, and in which racial animosity
could be easily excited. The trouble
arises from the uncertainty in the delimi-
tation of the boundary lines of justifiable
picketing. Australia is not the only
country which is worked by the scope
of legitimate picketing.”

[20 SEPTEMBER.]
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Mr. MacKinnon made this further interest-
ing statement—

“ The railwass on the North Coast line
are well run; they are punctual, comfort-
able to sleep in, and the civility and
attention of the railway staff and the
pains thev take to assist travellers are
unequslled in any part of the world. I
have pleasure in recording my personal
experience in this feature, because it is
so much in conflict with popular impres-
sion even as found in the Brisbane press.
There is a big Australian responsibility
cn those who are building up this part
of our country. It is our vulnerable
frontier, and we must be watchful lest,
through misconception, we do them an
injustice and discourage them in their
important responsibility.”

A statement clear and definite from a man
who had been right through the sugar dis-
tricts of the State, an impartial observer, and
one free from any political bias.

It is necessary to emphasise these quota-
tions that I have made to indicate the diffi-
culty that exists in any part of Australia in
dealing with an industrial situation. When
public opinion is aroused by statements not
based on the facts, and in other cases upon
distortions of the facts, the public verdict is
liable to be given on impressions rather than
upon facis. These are things that should
be discounted in every possible way, because,
when industrial disturbances arise, it is
necessary that we should have a clear view
of the situation, and so enable us to make up
our minds entirely upon the facts as they
exist; without passion, without prejudice,
and without being based on the impressions
of others. Now, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, in the course of his speech, also
expressed disappointment at the settlement
of the recent industrial trouble so far as it
affected the railways. It would be difficult
to understand anyone being disappointed at
the satisfactory culmination of an industrial
dispute which, if it had continued for an
indefinite period, would Thave seriously
affected this State. 1 say it would be diffi-
cult to understand that, were it not for the
fact that people must realise that there is a
widesprcad difference between the attitude
of the Opposition and the attitude of the
Labour Party towards thesc matters. The
Leader of the Opposition was disappointed
that the powers of the unions had not been
to some extent destroyed, and he is dis-
appointed also because 1t is not proposed to
introduce penal legislation following upon
the industrial disturbance. In that connec-
tion I would like to call his attention to the
futility of taking punitive action of that kind.
If Governments and parties set out on a
punitive expedition with a view to punishing
people in certain directions further than is
just and equitable, they are liable to estab-
lish new difficulties greater than those they
seek to overcome.

In connection with picketing and all those
things which were referred to in his speech,
does the hon. gentleman know that those
powers have been in operation since the
1870 Trade Union Act was passed in the
British Houses of Parliament? Does he
know that that form of activity cxists in
almost overy part of the world? What is
required is to endeavour so far as_possible
to limit the possibility of both strikes and
lockouts, and to have industrial disputes
settled on the basis of justice and equity.

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Those things do not always prevail. Some
people at present—I have no doubt that
many of the members of the Opposition
supscribe to the idea—are liable to say that,
because strikes take place in Queensland and
in Australia, industrial arbitration has
failed. I point ouf that that is not so.
There is no evidence at all to support that
contention, because, while we realise that
strikes do take place in Australia, the public
mind is focussed on them or upon failure
to observe awards or refusal to accept them,
to the entire neglect of the hundreds of
awards which are observed and the thou-
sands of workers who continue industrial
operations throughout the year, accepting
in the fullest detail everything laid down
by the Arbitration Court.

There is no intention or desire on the part
of the Government to penalise unionism in
this State. While it may be necessary for the
Government sometimes to come into con-
flict with industrial organisations who repre-
sent their employees—and it is necessary at
all times for the Government to protect the
public interest—that does not mean that the
Government intend to hand over the unions
to the tender mercies of the enemies of
labour, who have been enemies of progress
right throughout the ages. Industries union-
ism has played a very important part in the
building up of civilisation. It plays a very
important part in the life of Australia to-day,
and therefore a very useful and necessary
part; and it will continue to play such a part
in social organisation.

It is not my intention to hold a post-
mortem examination over any of the various
phases of the dispute in the railway service.
It is not my intention to refer to victories
of either side. I want to say that the
settlement effected beween the Premier and
the unions concerned was a victory for
common sense and those who exercised it
on both sides. It also indicates that the
Labour movement has within its own organi-
sation genius enough to solve its own
problems as they arise, without interference
or help from any outside organisation.

In dealing with industrial matters, it is
well, however, to remember that at all times
there have been contending schools of thought
as to the form of activity in which the
Labour movement should adopt. Years ago,
when I commenced to take an interest and
an active part in the Labour movement, an
attitude of mind or a school of thought
existed which believed in a form of revolu-
tionary syndicalism. Revolutionary syndical-
ism had a Huropean origin, and was due
entirely to the causes and conditions which
obtained in the place of its origin. The
people who espoused that method may have
had justification for it, because they may
have had no other means of giving cffect to
their desires. The point I am wishing to
make. however, is this—that the platform
and constitution of the Australian Labour
Party arve the living expression of the genius
of the Australian Labour people, and set out
entirely and completely the desires and
methods of our people. Because of that it
has accomplished more than any Labour
Party in any other part of the world.
Althcugh many of our methods may not be
as spectacular as some people would like
them to be, the test of time will show that
the policy and methods adopted by the Aus-
tralian Labour Party as a result of the
experience and knowledge of Australian

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Labour men is the best policy and comstitu-
tion for the Awustralian Labour movement.

Syndicalism, to which I have referred, is
now commonly known as Communism. I
know that some people will say that there
ave differences. I understand those differ-
cnces. The Communists in Queensland and
Australia are a small but noisy minority,
who at all times are carrying on a policy
of intrigue with a view to securing control
of the internal organisation of the various
unions. It is necessary that the rank and
file of the organisations should know these
things, and should take an intelligent part
in the administration of their own organisa-
tions, and so prevent the power of their
unions being used to their permanent hurt.
I say definitely that in a country like Aus-
tralia anyone who advocates Communism 1s
advocating a policy of despair, and is advo-
cating something not only against the best
interests of the country but against the besb
interests of the Australian Labour movement.
That has been recognised to some extent
when two Federal Labour conferences, repre-
sentative of the whole of Australia, and the
recent conference of the Queensland Labour
Party at Southport, laid down in unmis-
takable terms the attitude of the Labour
Party towards these things. After all is said
and done, their claim is a claim that force
can secure for them permanent reforms.
am one of those who, as the result of
close and careful study of the whole position,
believe that an attempt to use foree,
whilst it might secure temporary advantages,
in the long run does not improve perman-
ently the social system of any country. In
that connection, I wish to quote from a book
by Professor Harold Laski in which he makes
a critical and scientific examination of Com-
munism. I am quoting from a recent copy
of the * Socialists’ Review,” an interesting
production which it would pay hon. members
to read. In dealing with Communism, Pro-
fessor Laski says—

“The resort to violence, even if it
be successful, means trusting the officials
who control the application of violence.
It does not mean liberty; it does not
mean equality; and it does not mean
justice. It means the despotic applica-
tion of power by men whose intentions,
however admirable, are the " creatures
of circumstances. The chance that the
fransformation of values so necessary
to the attainment of justice will take
place as a result of blocod and iron is
a very tenuous. one. The barbarian
invasions of Rome did not produce a
great epoch of enlightment; they pro-
duced the dark age:. The Thirty Years
War impeded constructive coffort in
Germany until the threshold of the
nineteenth century. The idealism of
1914 has perished before the greater
strength of the destructive force released
in the struggls. This is why it is per-
missible to doubt whether the method
of violence is ever the midwife of jus-
tice. That wrong can be wiped out with
wrong is a gospel to which we are not
entitled to vest until we despair utterly
of civilisation, and when we have resorted
to it, it is possible that there will be
no civilisation of which to despair.

. Once the floodgates are
opened, none can surely prophesy who
will emerge from the disaster as leader.
That is the rick men run when they desert
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the path of rcason and choose to prove
for themselves by force, not their desire
for truth but the truth of their desires.”
That sums up very clearly and definitely my
view with regard to Communism.  All those
who have made a careful study of the position
have come to the conclusion that the activities
d methods of the Australian Labour Party
are the only activities and methods that bring
about permancnt advantages to the people
they represent, and increase the liberty and
happiness of the people of the country. What-
ever might be said by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition with regard to this party, and whatever
might be his disappointment in regard to
the settlement of the recent industrial dis-
pute, I have this to say:—No matter what
the difficulties of the Labour Party might
be, either now or at any future time, we
will meet those difficulties as they arise
in accordance with the principles I have just
quoted.
The policy of ILabour is calculated to
improve the conditions of the people and
increase the sum total of human happiness.

GoverNMeENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The sum total of the objections of the mem-
bers cf the Opposition 1s, as I say, because
the power of the State was not exercised in
a manner which would be to the disad-
vautage of labour and the disintegration of
industrial unionism.

I come now to other features of Govern-
ment policy that are of extreme importance.
Reference has been made in the course of
debate by various speakers, chiefly by the
hon. member for Normanby, to the falling
off of production, of the failure to do this,
that, and the next thing. I realise to the
full ‘the difficult situation in the State and
the difficuit period we are going through

and have yet to face; but I deplore very
strongly the attitude of mind of members
of the Opposition who always paint a doleful
picture, and would lead people to believe
that we were on the verge not of stagnation
cnly but of bankruptcy in this State. While
we realise that it is necessary to study our
difficulties and endeavour to understand
some of our failures, that is no reason why
we should become pessimistic about Queens-
land. In various ways Queensland is carry-
ing on her industries in a manner creditable
to all engaged in them. We talk of ef'h-
ciency. Take the sugar industry, The only
part of the world where that industry is
carried out by white labour and carried out
successfully is in Australia. A ton of sugar
is made ouf of less cane in Queensland than

in any part of the world to-day. (Hear,
hear )
The SPEAKER: Qrder! The hon. mem-

bor has exhaustrd the time allowed him
by the Standing Orders.

My, BARBER (Bundaberg): 1
move—

‘“ That the Secretary for Agriculture
be allowed an extension of time in order
to conclude his specch.”

The SPEAKIER: Is it the desire of hon.
inembers that the Seeretary for Agriculture
bo allowed an extension of time to conclude
his speech?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : hear!

The SECR&TARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

thank hon. members for their courtesy.

beg to

Hear,

et
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That efficient state of our sugar industry
is very largely due to improvements which
are the result of the activities of various
departments. The Bureau of Sugar Experi-
ment Stations is continually carrying on
research work with a view to Improving
the yield from sugar. The bureau has the
entire confidence of tne sugar-grower, with
the result that improvements have been
effected in methods of cultivation of a very
far-reaching character. As a result, tne
sugar-mills in this Btate during the last
few years have been built up uatil the result
of their work compares more than favour-
ably with similar factories in other countries
of the world. Many of the advantages and
improvements cffected in the sugar industry
arc the result of the policy initiated by tuis
Government in 1915, when an agreement was
entered into between the then Premier, the
late Hon. T. J. Ryan, and the Federal Prime
Minister, who at that time was Mr. Fisher.
From that dato up to the present time
various agreements have been entered into
between the State and Federal Governments
which have been of advantage to this indus-
try, and also of advantage to the whole
Commonwealth. That is a point which hon.
meribers always ought to emphasise when
dealing with the sugar industry. The pro-
tection given has not only helped the sugar
industry, but has been beneficial to Australia
as a whole, We, as a Government, have
always taken the initiative in these matters,
and we stand for a continuation of that
policy. We, as a State Government, are
m favour of the continuation of the sugar
embargo, and will do everything possible
to seccure a renewal of it from the Federal
Government.

The cattle industry was also mentioned
by the Leader of the Opposition, and in that
connection I have received several deputa-
tions. The cattle industry of Queensland is
in a most difficult position. Suggestions have
been made from time to time in the matber
of land tenure or remissions of rent; but,
in my opinion, something more definite and
far-reaching than that is required. The
whole industry requires a complete reorganisa-
tion of an economic character, because, even
if the land werc given away, at the present
time the cattle could not be bred and travel-
led to the meatworks at the price now offer-
ing. These matters are engaging the serious
attention of the Government; and, as
say, a complete cconomic reorganisation is
required if this industry is to be placed on
a proper footing. I also would emphasise
that, if and when that is done, the cattle
industry of Queensland shall be built up and
maintained as a great asset to the State.
Having regard to the cattle arcas of Aus-
tralia and to the production in various parts
of the world, it appears to me that there is
ample ovidence to indicate that, if the cattle
industry is organised on a proper basis, then
a bright future is in store for all concerned.

Another point emphasised in the Governor’s
Speech, and one which will be the subject
of a Bill at a later stage, is the financial

sgreement with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. T had the honour to represent this
Stute at various confercnces held in connec-
tion with that matter, and I wish to say
definitely that from the point of view of the
Commonwealth of Australia, of which we are
all a part, that agrecment is quite satis-
factorr., We must Femember—and this was
the attitude of mind adopted by all the
representatives at those conferences—that,

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]



140 Address in Replys

while it is our duty primarily to represent
our States and to see that no agreement is
entered into to the disadvantage of the
State we represent, we are all Australian
citizens, and if a policy is formulated which,
whilst being fair to the States, is also a
sound Commonwealth policy, then our offorts
should be directed to that end. Speaking
generally, I say that was done. I commend
the attention of Parliament to the agree-
ment entered into, which I believe to be the
best agreement that could be obtained under
the circumstances, and which will be of
advantage to Australia as a whole. Facts
also have to be remembered in that regard.
This Government claimed—and I think
everyone who has examined the position will
agree with the position—that the States had
a moral right to the continuation of the per
capita payments. I raised that point at the
first conference, and we did not give way
on our attitude with regard to that. The
fact, however, remained that the Common-
wealth Parliament had already legislated the
per capita payments out of existence; that
1s to say, at the end of the financial year
no further payments were to be made, and
there was no further obligation statutory or
otherwise on the Commonwealth Government
to continue those payments. A recognition of
those facts will show that the agreement
entered into is something in lieu of the per
capita payments, and, while over a period
of years they will be to the financial advan-
tage of the Commonwealth, the States have
the advantage that for fifty-eight years there
will be an assured financial policy instead of
the position under the old condition of the
Commonwealth Parliament being able at any
time to abolish the per capita payments
without any compensation to the States. In
other words, stability of finance between the
States and the Commonwealth is assured
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mant is of advantage to the States, whilst at
the same time being a sound Australian
policy.

Dealing with trade generally,, I would
like to call attention to the fact that over a
four-year period ended 30th June, 1926, the
sdverse trade balance for the Common-
wealth amounted to £33,227,923, whilst
during the same period Queensland showed
a favourable trading balaice of no less than
£32,242,090. During that same poriod New
South Wales and Victoria showed adverse
trade balances of £43,259,445 and £62,807,084
respectively, as compared with Queensland’s
favourable balance of £32,242,090.

All these things go to indicate that, while
we have our difficulties and while we have
our problems, we should not lose sight of the
successes that have been accomplished. In

addition to that, it is well to
[11.30 a.m.] bear in mind that Queensland is

the third manufacturing State of
the Commonwealth, and, furthermore, that
our output per employee is the highest of
anvy State of the Commonwealth, as is
indicated by the following table:—

Output per

employee.
£
Queensland ... 1005
New South Wales ... 963
Victoria ... 767
South Australia ... 838
Western Australia ... 640
Tasmania 713

In addition to that, I wish to claim that the
conditions of labour, the remuneration of
labour, and the cost of living are more
favourable to Queensland citizens than those
of any other State. Let me give some of the
index figures with regard to wages. They
are very interesting, because they are an

for a period of fifty-eight years; and, speak-  all-absorbing subject to those who are
ing generally, I am satisfied that the agree- concerned with them:—
THE BASIC WAGE.
Index Number I
Food, Groceries, Basic Wage | Difference of
. . and Housing— necegsary to | equivalent Basic Wage
Capital City. Al Houses for equal £4 5s. | rates in favour at present
quarter ended at Brishane. of Queensltand applying.
30th June, 1927. Basic Wage.

. £ s d | £ s d £ s d
Brisbane 1570 4 5 0 ‘ .. 4 5 0
Sydney 1803 417 7 | o012 7 %4 5 0
Melbourne 1754 415 0 T 010 0 4 70
Adelaide 1787 414 0 " 0 9 0 5 6
Perth 1612 473 | 02 3 4 50

* Man and wife.

In dealing with the basic wage, it is well
to follow closely the following figures:—

1. The basic wage of £4 bs. was fixed by
the court in March, 1921, on an index
figure of 1637 for December, 1920.

2. The basic wage of £4 5s. was reduced
by the court on lst March, 1922, on
an index figure of 1444.

3. In  September, 1925, Parliament
enacted in its entirety the 1921 basic
wage finding of Chief Justice
McCawley, which was fixed on an
index figure of 1637.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

4. The latest cost of living figures for the
quarter ended 30th June, 1927, in
respect of food, clothing, and rent—
namely, 1570—indicate that, having
regard to the index figure of 1637—
on which Chief Justice McCawley’s
basic wage declaration of £4 5s. was
based—the standard of living has
improved since then to the extent of
at least 3s. 6d., in addition to having
a higher purchasing power than any
other State.
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1 have endeavoured to deal with some of
the main points that are of interest in this
debate. I have shown that under difficult
circumstances the Government are carrying
out their duty to the people of this State.
We intend to continue that policy, and it is
to be hoped that the difficult situation that
we ar> now going through as the result of
the adverse conditions due to the drought
shall not be unduly. prolonged, and that the
people of Queenslind shall soon be blessed
with a return to bountcous seasons.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. SWAYNTI (Mirani): A French writer
once said ‘“ He who excuses himsclf accuses
himself ”; and what we have listened to
from the hon. gentleman who has just
resumed his seat indicates that the Govern-
ment are responsible for the state of anarchy
that recently prevailed in one very important

contre in Queensland, Could anything much
worse than the condition of things that pre-
vailed at South Johnstone for a period of
fourteen weeks have been found anywhere?
There was a sugar-mill trying to carry out
its functions in accordance with the law, but,
because of an illegal strike, thosc who were
working in the mill had to "submit to insult,
and in some cases to violence. The drivers

hear!

of the locomotives were stoned off their
frains.

Mr. C. J. Ryan: Where?

Mr. SWAYNE: In Innisfail. T have it

from an eye-witness therc, as well as from
newspaper — reports, Furthermore, the
farmers in endeavouring to harvest their
crops werc subjected to insults and threats
as well as to violence. I do not think any-
thing could be more significant, in this con-
nection than the utterances of the industrial
magistrate. Mr. Aitken says:—

“It does not redound to the credit
of this district that such industrial
unrest should go on.”

Mr. C. J. Rysx: There is nothing in that
=tatement.

Mr. SWAYNE: At any rate, we know
that those who were carrying on what the
Minister has pointed out is one of the most
important industries in the State were ham-
pered and subjected to violence. I know
that is so from thoss who were there, and
I have seen pictures which prove that these
things were done to persons who were guilty
of nothlng worse than attempting to carry
out their peaceful avocations. I know of an
instance where men had to take refuge in a
farmer’s house, covered with blood and in
a state of ab]@ct fright. I have photographs
—1 know that we cannot have them printed
in “ Hansard ’’—of one man being pursued
by a dozen, his shirt torn off his back, of
men being pulled off trains, and of a train
of cane trucks with a pohceman on duty at
the rear guarding them., Some of these
trucks were capsized and the cane upset.
These are the conditions that have been
going on for about fourteen weeks, yet the
Minister who has just spoken had the hardi-
hood to say that the Government had not
the means of preventing them. He said he
had no power under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, but, if that is so, the Government
certainly have power under the Criminal
Lode, section 534 of which provides—

“Any person who—

(1) By violence to the person or pro-
perty of another, or by threats or
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intimidation of any kind, or by beset-
ting the house or place of work of
another, or by following another in a
dizorderly manner in a public high-
way, or by molesting, or in any way
obstructing, another by any physical
act in the pursuit of his lawful voca-
tion—

(a) Compels or attempts to compel
any person employed In any manu-
facture, trade, business, or occupation,
to depalt from his employment, or
to vreturn his work before it is
finished; or

(5) Prevents any person who is not
employed from accepting employment
from any otnmer person; or -

(3) By viclence to the person or pro-
perty of amnother, or by threats or
intimidation of any kind, or by molest-
ing or in any way obstructing another,
compels, or endeavours to compel, any
person carrving on any manufacture,
trade, or business, to make any altera-
tion in his mode of carrying it on, or
to limit the number of his apprentices,
or the number or description of his
journeymen, workmen, or servants;

is guilty of an offence, and is liable on
SUMINATY oouwcuon to 1mpr 1sonmunt with
hard labour for three months.”

There is no doubt that these things did
prevail in the district which has been re-
ferred to, and, although these penal powers
were 1ii the hands of the Government of the
State of Queensland, and although the
HExecutive knew that these things were going
on in an industry for whieh they profess to
have such a solicitude, they allowed them to
continue. I think I am quite justified in
describing the Minister’s speech, so far as
South Johnstonc is concerned, as an abject
apology for the inaction of the Government
in the face of a very serious strike. We
know that things in (Jueensland are not as
they  should be. Dn("nployment is more
rife at present than at any previous time;

yet Queensland is one of the richest countries
in the world. We know that for some years
past_public borrowing has kept things going
in Queensland; but it looks as though the
State will not be able always to obtain the
wherewithal from that source. We know
that in any case the only sound way to
make good progress and repair the wastage
is by the introduction of private capital;

but what inducement is there to anybody to
put money into secondary industries or to
estabush factories for the purpose of working
up our natural resources when such things
are allowed and connived at—I think I am
justified in using that word—by the Govern-
ment of the country?

We know that South Johnstone has been
the centre of trouble for many years. I am
not now going to quote newspaper extracts
but official documents, from which we find
that for a term of years the mill at South
Johnstone has been a hotbed of extremism.
The Minister in his speech said that there
had been similar trouble at certain other
mills, and he quoted Farleigh and North
Eton as purchased by the farmers without
such troubles arising; and I may say that,
as representing those mills, I am indignant
that any comparison should be mado
between the mill employees at those places
and the South Johnstone mill. The South
Johnstone mill has been notorious for many

Mr. Swayne.]
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years, and in proof of that statement I
intend to quote official documents. The
General Manager of the Government Central
Sugar Mills, Mr. Short, who was quoted by
the Mlmstel, as far back as 1921 used these
words regarding the operations of the Scuth
Johnstone mill—

“This vear’s record industrially was
one of alimost continual trouble. During
the first sixteen weeks of crushing the
fitters would not do any Sunday work or
overtime, which caused considerable
inconvenience.

‘. ... the overhaul and alterations

wore seriously interfered with by the
men going on strike and remaining out
for a period of eleven weeks.”

In 1922 the same gentleman says—

** Approximately five weeks were lost
during the crushing season owing to a

strike which commenced amongst the
cane-cnttem Owing to the above delay,
crushing was unduly prolonged, with

dissstrous results.”
In 1923 the samec gentleman says—

‘“ For the second time in the short
history of the South Johnstone mill
waterside trouble at Mourilyan Harbour
held up some thousands of tons of that
#ilPs  sugar for some months, and,
apart from the losy (estimated to amount
to over £6.200), due to deterioration, the
interest charged on the consequent over-
draft cost approxunately £500 monthly.”

In 1924 the same gentleman says—

“ Unfortunately, the full advantage
was not derived by the South Johnstone
mill owing to an overtime strike which
militated against good work, prolonged
the season, and resulted in a great finan-

ial loss to the farmers and to the mill.”

In 1925 the same gentleman says—

‘“The dislocation of transport was
responsible for deterioration of stored
sugar; sweating in some consignments

was serious, ne’c titre figures as low as
87 per cent. ha.vinw been recorded. Some
sugar was also damaged owing to faulty
ta rpauhns allowm'r rain to penetrate to
the sugar.’

I now desire to quote from the ‘ Courier,’
and hon. mnembers opposite have taken g1eat
unction to their souls recently in quoting the
¢ Courier.” Last January the * Courier ”
reported this
“The Government sugar-mill at South
Johnstone is ably maintaining its reputa-
tion #s a trouble centre. For nearly a
fortnight there has been no work at that
factory, where 1,800 tons of raw sugar
are l"mg awaiting removal to the port
for shipment.”

The hon. member for Herbert endeavoured
to show that the South Johnstone mill had
been a financial success, but the Auditor-
General in his report for 1926 says—

“Tt will be noted that a sum of
£27.299 8s. 4d. has been paid off the loan
indebtedness of the Government-controlled
mills, but as they all made losses, the

vments merely incressed the over-
of thaz working accounts,

& and no
1'031 reduction has been effected the
iability simply being transferred from

Loa,n Tund to Trust Fund
Account).”

[Mr. Swayne.
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He says that between June, 1925, and June,
1926, the South Johnstone mill had increased
its indebtcdness by over £24.000. The
Auditor-General also stated in 1824—

“ Industrial trouble was again experi-

enced, with the result that mill work and
financial results were detrimentally

affected.”
Cn the same page he also states—

*“ The financial position of the Govern-
ment-controlied mills in their relation-
ship to the Treasury is generally
unzatisfactory, and it cannot reasonably
be expreted that the Treasury should
coutinue to carry the losses made.”

“n page 8,

4 in referring to the South John-
stone mill,

he says—

“ The financial result was a loss of
143,142 14s. 4d., which includes £22,274
s. 8d. redemption instalment on account
of loan from Treasury.”

kon. member for Herbert tried to
azade the Houss to believe that every-
thing was in a glowing condition. The
farmers realised that their homes were in the
South Johnstone area, that the position was
hopeless, that they were tied to the district
and unable to leave, as are the South John-
stone friends of the hon. member for
Hacham, and they decided that somie action
was necessary. When the farmers had con-
tracted a lability of £400,000 for the pur-
chase of the mill, it is very natural that on
the change of control they should seek to
bring about 2 change in the couditions
which had militated against the success of
the mill in the past. In view of the record
of the employees in that mill, was it not
very natural that a change sheuld be desired
in some respects?

Furthermiore, in regard to all this non-
sense and talk about married men, I might

say that at the beginning of this year, while
the mill was yet under Government control,
a strike was declared over the list of

employees for work in the slack season. It
was alleged that the Government manager
of the mill had given preference in that
respect to married men. Yet hon. members
(,)posite get up and mouth all kinds of
z1ily utterances about the poor married man!
But on this occasion the demand was
partly on  behalf of single men. The
strike  committee on  that occasion suc-
cessfully defied the Awustralian Workers
Union, which had eventually to knuckle
down to the strike committee controlling this
affair. After some persuasion, the strike
was declared off in February. The trouble,
therefore, in January of this year, was
because the Government manager gave
preference to married men. What I have
said will show that there was a need for
a4 chunge in the management of the mill;
and it is just as well that capitalists who
contemplate investing money in enterprise
in Queensland should Lknow if, on  this
importantt point there 1is to be inter-
ferenee  with the cwner of a farm or
[dctory as to whom he shall employ;
and whether, in exercising that right, he is
to be hindered by strikes “which are practic-
ally connived at by the Government, or, ut
any rate, are allowed to proceed without
inferforence on their part. If an investor
deeides to invest in_any works or undertak-
ing, he is entitled fo engage the most
apeble men he can select. and not be inter-
fered with in that selection, as the South
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Johnstone mill management were interfered
with. There is nothing more detrimental
to the progress and prosperity of the State
than such a policy; and the present results
of the policy in Queensland are largely
attributable to hon. gnembers opposite. it
any harm befalls Queensland as a result
of the industrial position, then the blame
must rest with the Government who have
been in power since 1915. Hon. members
opposite state in reply to that criticism that
there are industrial troubles in other parts
of the world. Supposing there are, we
have had in Queensland a party in power
for the last twelve years who are supposed
to legislate to overcome such a state of
affairs, yet all they have fo say is that
strikes abound in other parts of the world.
In making comparison with our conditions
and conditions in other parts of the world
I doubt whether, taking population into
consideration, and barring Russia, any other
country shows out so badly as Queensland.

The SecrETsRy ror Prriic Works: That
is a slander on the State you live in.

Mr, SWAYNE: It is a reflection on the
Government who have held office for so
many yvears. Hon. members who represent
Northern elestorates should hold tne scales
evenly, and do justice to both sections of the
community. I heve endeavoured to show that
there was every justification for the manage-
ment of the South Johnstone mill doing
what they did. VYet I find that the hon.
member for Eacham, in addressing himself
to this question, said—.

“The South Johnstone managemnent
staged a fight, and deliberately set about
to create 1t. Now that they have got
themselvey into a mess they are endea-
vouring to drag the whole State into it
for the purpose of saving their own
faces.”’

Mr. C. J. Ryax: Quite right.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: I do not think that uno
hon., member will dare say outside what he
said on the floor of this Hcuse.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair, not the hon.
member for Kacham.

Mr. SWAYNE: I beg your pardon, Mr.
Speaker. The hon. member also stated :—

“ There is another important point:

The management of the South Johnstone
mill deliberately gave false evidence.”

Mr. C. J. Ryan: That is quite true.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., SWAYNE: That is not true. The
court said that it was an honest mistake.
It is a cowardly thing on the part of any
hon. member of this House to abuse the
great privilege we have here and take
advantage of it.

Mr. C. J. Ryan: It was admitted by the
Board of Trade.

The SPEAXER: Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: It was stated by the
industrial magistrate that it was an honest
mistake. The hon. gentleman accused the
manager of deliberately giving false evidence.

Mr. C. J. Rvax: Which has been proved.

The SPEAXER : Order! I have repeatedly
asked the hon. member for Racham to
refrain from interjecting.
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Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. member goes on
to make a personal attack on one of the
directors, and then proceeds—

“ That man disagreed with methods of
arbitration and supported the philosophy
of Proudhon and men of that type, who
declared that ‘ property is theft.””

Why, many of the strikers declared that the
strike was a war against capitalism! The
hon. member goes on to say—

“That man is a positive menace.
Recently speeches had been made in
Quecnsland which, if made in any other
part of the British Dominions, would be
drastically dealt with.”

Then the hon. member proceeds to quote
from a report of what is alleged to have
happened at a conference held in Mackay.
He says—

“ ¢ Mr. Moule implored the delegates
to carry a resolution having the follow-
ing effect:—All miils in Mackay and
the North would be closed consistent
v:ith the ability of other mills operating
to supply Australian requirements,

¢ He quoted figures freely in support,
and said a thorough canvass of all
farmers should be made to recruit
labour from farmers and their sons.
He estimated this labour, supplemented
by free labour, would be sufficient to
operate the mulls intended to be kept
open. He further said tha$, with the
large number of unemployed created,
together with the thousands of men
thrown out as the result of this policy,
they would beat the workers to their
knecs.

¢As an cx-unicn official, he knew
the workers sufficiently to realise that
the consequent hardship would result in
rovolt against the officials and the Go-
vernment; but the point was that the
dispute must be forcibly extended to
get these results.  Employers would
benefit throughout the sugar industry,
because the law of supply and demand
would operate free of restrictions like
the Arbitration Courts. They could
extend their operations, as the success
of this policy would bring labour costs
down with a run.

¢ To an interjector, ““ What about the
awards,” Mr. Moule replied that other
speakers would deal with those aspects,
but that all that the employers needed
to do was to refuse to observe the
award, and the court would be power-
iess and soon a thing of the past.

¢ A further interjection was made,
“ What about the Southern consumers;
have you considered these in your
scheme "’

‘ Mr. Moule replied: “ The Southern
consumers’ opinions are moulded by the
newspapers, who speak for the big
employers, and we are fighting the
cause of all employers, so why con-
sider the Southern consumers?”’

‘Mr. Innes (Sarina) strongly sup-
ported.

‘ The proposals of the Innisfail dele-
gate were defeated mainly by those
representing the mill areas that the
scheme proposced to keep open.

‘ The conference decided to use the
Farmers’ Defence Fund to pay the cost
of working the South Johnstone mill.

Mr. Swayne.]
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Lists are to be cirsulated amongst
employers, inviting subscriptions to
2ssist the South Johnstone growers.’

“ There iz a man who is prepared to
pull down the whole structure for the
purpose of saving himself. I am satis-
Gied that there is not an employers’
association in Queensland game enough
to come out openly and endorse what Mr.
Moule has said. It is evident that Mr.
Yloule is anxious to extend the strike.
It is evident, too, that there are other
directors similarly placed. Mr. Gilmore
is also a militant member. He under-
stands the working-class movement fairly
well. I repeat, Mr. Moule at a recent
meeting of the Growers’ Council said
that he had led several strikes, and that
he knew what to do with the workers.
I want the peeple of Queensland—and I
address myself particularly to the
workers—to recognise their responsibility
in this matter. I feel quite certain that
it is the desivre of the management ab
South Johnstone to create an extension
of the present trouble in order to save
themselves from the mistakes they have
made; but I do not think the warkers
in Queensland are foolish cnough to be
led into that trap.”

These are most serious charges to malke.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must know that quotations from relevant
documents are permissible, but the hon.
member’s speech for the last twenty-five
minutes has consisted almost wholly of
quotations.

Mr. SWAYNE: I would point out, Mr.
Speaker, that the Secretary for Agriculture
also quoted extracts freely. In order that
I may put my case fully it is necessary to
quote what the hon. member for Kacham
said in this Chamber. I now wish to refer
to an apology from the newspaper that the
hon. member quoted from.

Mr. C. J. Ryan: What newspaper did I
quote from?

Mr. SWAYNE : The hon. gentleman spoke
on the 24th August.

[12 noon]

The * Daily Standard” of 18th August,
1927, had this to say:—

“TIn our issue of the 4th instant there
was published, under the heading
¢ Anti-Union Scheme,” what purported
to be an account of a meeting of the
Cane Growers’ Council at Mackay. In
the report reference was made to alleged
statements by Mr. A. Moule, a director
representing the Innisfail farmers.

“We are informed by Mr. A. Moule
that the alleged report is a series of
untruths and that no resolution such as
that referred to in the report was ever
suggested at the meeting.

“We accept Mr. A, Moule’s statement
that the matter contained in the report
was untrue, and we withdraw the report
and apologise to Mr. A. Moule for its
publication.”

If Mr. Ryan is a man, be would do the
same thing, or say them outside.

Mr. C. J. Rvan: I did not quote from the
“ Standard.”

Mr. SWAYNE: At any rate, it is reported
in the ¢ Standard.”

[Mr. Swayne.
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. C. J. Ryax:

source.

From a morc authentio

Mr, Kixe: Say you are sorry.

Mr. Fry: We will use that. You said the
© Standard ” 1 not authentic.

Mr. C. J. Ryax: I did not say that.

Mr. SWAYNE: Some say that the South
Johnstone position was only an unimportant
episode in the situation, but I think it will
be realised that the treatment accorded to
the South Johnstone mill management by
organised Labour was not what it should
have been, and is likely to recur anywhere
at any time. The Australian Workers” Union
is in a most peculiar position, because, first
of all, the Australian Workers’ Union tried to
quell the strike, and then it afterwards en-
dorsed the strike. It not only did that, but
its representative in my district compelled the
workers there to contribute to what was an
illegal strike. That, again, is a most serious
feature of the position—that men who did
not belicve in dircet action—who believed in
coustitutional metheds—should be compelled
by fores under a threat of starvation—be-
cause that is what it meant, as no unionish
would work with them again if they did not
contribute—to contribute towards an illegal
strike. That is a most peculiar position to
be in. It bears out the point that I am
making, that there is a very grave omission
in the Governors’ Speech, inasmuch as there
is no reference whatsoever to amending legis-
lation in regard to the industrial position.
It seems to me that where there is arbitra-
tion, and where people say that they believe
in constitutional methods of dealing with all
these troubles, organisations have no more
right to take the law into their own hands
and resort to violence than an individual
has. If the law is wrong, Parliament—which
is clected by everyone in Queensland over
twenty-one years of age—is competent to set
right the wrong; but certainly the law that
Parliament makos to deal with the question
should be obeyed, and that has not been
done.

In regard to the utterances of the Leader
of the Opposition, to which the Secretary for
Agriculture took such great exception, after
all what did the Leader of the Opposition
do but urge obedience to the law, and that
steps should be taken to prevent a recurrence
of the state of things we had at South
Johnstone recently? I have here a quotation
from the speech of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and 1 would like to ask those who read
“ Hansard ” what objection can be taken to
such utterances as these. Mr. Moore said : —

“I want to express my satisfaction at
the termination of the industrial dispute
which has been going on in Queensland
for the past week, though I am a little
disappointed that we have not got some-
thing more definite in the terms of settle-
ment. It seems to me that we are rather
in the position that a union can still
declare any commodity °¢black,’ and
public servants and public transport
unions can be drawn into it.”’

Is not that correct? Again he says—

“ Before the Premier left for England,
he stated that the weakness of Labour
lay in the lack of discipline in the
unions.” .

That is correct. Again, he used these words—
“ the lack of cohesion amongst them, and
their ignorance of economics.”
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Certainls that is correct. The Leader of the
Oppesition continued :—

“I think the hon. gentleman might
have gone further, wnd sald that the
arroganica and contrmpt which some of
the lcaders of these organisations have
for constitutional authority also contri-
butes to the weakness of the movement.

Y There is another factor which, to my
mind, also militates extremely against
indusirial peace in this State, and that is
the mpmwl( ss of the Governinent in
cnforeing the awards of the Board of
Trede and A1 bitrztion and in sceing thut
the laws of this State arc obeyed, togcther
with the apparent inability of the unions
to sccure discipline within their own
rartks.  There must be some method by
which a small section can he prevented
from taking control out of the hands
of the larve organisations, ard by which
the Government will be able to protect
the rights of the community when our
lavis are brolen.”

Again, speaking with regard to the position
at the mill, the hon. gentleman said:—

“The directors of the mill were faced
with the position of placing the mill in a
satisfactory financial position in order to
meet their cbligations to the Government
and to the canegrowers.”

Further on he said:—

“ Mr. Justice Webb stated that the
findings of the industrial magistrate
were supported by evidence, and he fully
agreed with them.”

Clearly the Leader of the Opposition was
justified in taking exception to some of the
statements which have been made on the
other side. Then we have the fact that a
ballot was taken—and I have one of the
ballot-papers here—as to whether Mr. Justice
Webb's judgment should be observed or not.
Let me read it:—

*“ BALLOT-PAPER.

‘“ Are you in favour of accepting the
judgment of Judge Webb re the South
Johnstone Mill Dispute?

c “YES
c “NO
“If in favour place a X in the square
opposite the word ¢ Yes.

“If against place a ‘{ m the square
opposite the word ‘ No.’

Could greater contempt be shown for a
tribunal than that? The Board of Trade
went to the greatest trouble in an endeavour
to_settle the dispute. They were most con-
scientious in the matter—I am inclined to
think they were wcak myself—but, at any
rate, nobody can say that they acted with
any lack of intercst. Yet, when the board
made an order, these strikers had the
temerity to take a vote as to whether it
should be accepted or not.

The SrcreTaARy FOR Pusnic Works: Did
you take a vote as to whether the Dickson
Award should be observed by the farmers
or not?

Mr. SWAYNE: The Minister can show
rothing to indicate that I did.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: I know
you did not, but you advised them not
to abide by it.

1927—1
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Mr. SWAYNE:

on growing cane.

I advised them to go
Nobody can say that I
did nct. I think that question has been
‘)wduht up beforc by the hon, member for
Towusville, and I have replied to it. 1
think we all realise that thew is nead for
ation on this subject. It should be
rovided that, the hoard having given a
d cumn anyone who aets in compliznce with
A be protected from insults or violence.
I wuuld liks to say that the men employed
at South Johnstone were unionists—members

of tiie Australian Workers’ Union, or what-
¢ver union was operating i the calling
concerned.  They were not ““scabs ™ in that
they did belong to a union; and the

only c¢ffzet of the strike could be that they
weuld be displaced to male room for another
set of unionists. I say that where the law
has been adhered to and its terms have
been carried out peop]e who use words such
as “scab” or “ blackleg,” in regard to the
men who are carrying out that law, should
b dealt with and the law amended so that
that can be done. If I am working in com-
pliance with any law, I am entitled to the
protection of the law.

There i1s another matter to which I should
like to refer before I sit down; but before
I do so I should just like to say that the
utterances of the hon. member for Herbert
and the Secretary for Agriculture with regard
to the prosperity of the South Johnstons
mill are not borne out by facts. What I
am about to say brought to my mind the
fact that the glowing accounts given by
those gentlemen of the prosperity of that
mill are not supported by the Auditor-
General. The point I wish to make now is
that it is time fhat some safeguard should
be provided agamst the huo"e losses which
periodically oceur in our primary industries.

I suppose that 1 have been fifty years
working on the land in the pastoral and
farming industries, and it is high time that
somethmg was done to guard against the
losses which do occur in Queen sland from
time to time such as we have been experienc-
ing during the last year or two as a result
of the drought. I suppose that we may say
that Queenslund has lost between 5,000,000
and 8,000,000 shecep, and the drought has
not yet ended. We herc in Australia lay
claim to a <continent, and it may be
quite open to the rest of the world to say
to us, * You are claiming the big continent,
and, without questioning your right to do
so, at the same time we certainly think
that vou should justify your claim by taking
more care of what will be one of the principal
sources of the food supply of the world.”

Queensland is essentially the cattle State of
the Commonwealth, but at times we have
scarcely a fat bull ock left. We must guard
against that, because the population of the
vorld is growing at a far greater rate_than
our edible live stock. The question is: What
can be dome to stabilise our stock supplies
and avoid these recurring losses? Recently
I travelled down from the North by car and
on my way visited a Peak Downs station.
The work thet was being carried on there
was a revelation to me. The manager had
been in charge since 1912, and, with the
cxcepbion of a break of three years during
which he was absent, he had cultivated 160
acres of wheat. He did not do so for the
purpose of using the grain, but for the pur-
poso of makm’r wheaten hay. We know
that the climate and the rainfall at Peak

Mr. Swayne.]
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Downs cre not suitable for the successful  deposit of silverlead ore that exists at
cultivation of wheat for the grain, but for Moeunt Iza than small local companies,
hay it is. This station carries about 35,000  which have hcen responsiple for many
sheep, and the manager was able successfully of the mining slumps in  Queensland.
to vvcatm?r s couple of droughts with mnlelv It is also very encouraging to note that the

normal sxmplv' becau;o he had his
own chaff.  This fodder, which
would have cost £15 to £17 per ton, is
made on the station at a little over £2 per
tou, and, not only was he able to save his
stock, but he was able to do it at a very low

'OS\C‘Q

cost. The same lessees own other stations
in far Western Queensland, and not only

was sufficient wheat grown on this Peak
Downs station to meet the requirements on
that proporty, but suflicient was grown to
allow of th fodder being sent to the other

staticns, and at least to save the stud stock
on those properties. I know that what can
be done in one district may not be done in
"vlf-‘h"r, but what has been done on the
Peak Downs is an object lesson regarding

what can be done to avert stock losses.
Some ffty years ago I was on a cattle
station about 30 or 40 miles from where this
g 1tlezmn i« carrying on his business. It is
d that the Peak Downs country is

ble for growing wheat only, but in the
» istriet on another type of soil not
very far away other crops can be grown, 1
that smoi> should be done in this

The SPHAKER: Order! The hon. mem-

v hus exhausied the time alloved him
under the Standing Ordeors.

Mr. FOLEY (Zeichhardt)y: 1 join with
other hon., members who have spcken in
congratulating the mover and seconder of
the Address in Reply upon the able manner

in which they handled their subject. The
Speech deliverad by the Coversor covers
many activities of the pust, and refers to

v activitics that «ill be undertaken by
Government in the very ncar future.

A good deal of comment has been made by
hon. members opposite in connection vnth
the recont indwstrial trouble. T do mot
intend to hold any post-morfem g\amxnatlon
on the dispute in qucktlou bat I seriously
hope that out of this disprute will be evolved
soizie body or council which will have more

Tesy )omi'silii v, and will be recognised by
both the industrial nd the poht;c’tl vings
of Labour in thiz Btate, so that in future

there will be a lc):ﬁr opportunity of such
a te of affairs being brought about.
Alrcady many of our union leaders have
expressed their intention of moving in that
direction, When such a body is cventually
appointe d it is to be hoped that it will be

composed  of common-sense persons, who
will do everything possible to abolish the
indiscriminate systemn of involving such

workers as those engaged in the transport
svstem in disputes in which they are not
concarned, and consequently into which they
should not be drawn. 1 shall not deal with
this question at any length., because there
are manv more important matters in the
Governor’s Speech that should be dealt with.

1 intend to rofer to remarks made in the
Specch in connection with mining. The out-
look for mining in Queensland is not too
bright at the present time. The only bright
spot on the horivan are the likely activities
of thn Russo-Asiatic Co. in the Mount Isa
district. As a result of my reading I under-
stand that such companies operate on a lerge
scale, and I ‘hones tly believe they have a
better chance of deali ing with the huge

[Hr. Swayne.

Mount Elioti Co., Ltd., in the Cloncurey
district, realives that there is a possibility of
dealin gf more efficiently with the huge deposits
of vopper cres cxisting in that district. It
is to be sincerely hoped that the experiments
now being made will lead to some system
whereby g reduction in costs will be
brought about, and a consequent further
relopment in the copper districts of Clon-
curry.

Although gom mxmng has not been touched
upm1 in the Governor's Speech, I desire to
refer to the fact that since the operations
apphire pocl were originatsd every-
i not been plain sailing. We have
natumll wet with many of the difficulties
that marketing organisations meet Wul* when
endeavouring to handle large quantities of
¢ coriain product on an overseas market,
The Government have ex p&.lien d many of
the difficulities which other markeiing mgam-
saticns have had with produets mcre saleable

than sapphires. Tho result has been that
since the operations of the pool on the
sapphire field £07,225 worth of sapphires
rave ‘u  purchased from the sapphire

mines  In 1521.22 £7i650 worth of sapphires
were purchased, and £38,835 w received
from the stonos disposed of. In 1023-24 the
paol purchased £20,230 worth of sapphires
from the miners, but was only able to dis
pose of 4840 worth. Thers has been a
gradu ase up to the present time in
tha = apphires. In the year 1923-25
the pool purchased £22,001 yrth of sap-

phires aud was able to dispose of onlx £18,000
worth, while {or the ycar 1826-27 the
pool was only able to dispose of £15.000
worth. That gives some idea of the diffi-

culties which have to be faced overseas. Our

sclling ag advises that the whole or part
()f the difficulties hs has et with has
veaulted frem the fluctuation of the French
and Continental curre nc1os, particularly to
the exteut to which French currency depre-
ciated, thereb: ting the exrhange rates
between England and France, ss o result of
which the value of sapphires fell to the
extent of £2 per oz on first-grade stones.
The selling agent also complained that much
of the gva dma done on this side has been
faulty, with the resul t that a good deal of
culling hes been necessary on the other side
before 1t is possible for him to submit the
gems to clients willing to purchase.

Mr. MooRre:

OLEY :

That means bad buying.

That is =o. Bad buying is
‘ ble for the position. 1 might
mention that the Mines Department has been
tn, allz dependent upon men who were con-
1 to have expert knowledge in grading
sapphires,

Xir. MIoORE:

Xr. FOLEY : Bad buying is partly respon-

but I might also ment that the
'\ﬂnm Jersrirment has been totally dependent
upon men who are conmdmed to have expert

Do you mean bad buying?

kuowleds the grading of phu‘es to
soc that 5 received for the
woney t} #nt were paying. Unfor-
tunately, (”COLdIIIU‘ to the reports of our
solling nt. these men have not given

the valus to the Government that was due.
The Promicr made it his business during his
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recent visit overseas to inquire thoroughly
intc the marketing of our sapphires. The
result of his investigations was that we shall
probably have to suffer a loss on the
sapphires that we have in hand on the other
side of the world, and that buying opera-
tions on this side will hwve to be restricted
until mwuch of the surplus we have now on
hand is disposed of overseas. That is one of
the greatest difficultics with which our sell-
ing agent has been faced, because from the
time he started operations he huad to con
tend with an enormous quantity of sapphires
ent  from Awustralia, and although the
(Lgvlc« I have quoted show that our selling
agent Ixept pace with production to the
point at which the exchange rate began \‘o
cperate, still he found it Imposqble to dexl
with the surplus gems which he took over
on his a ppomtmﬂnt as sole selling agent. If
the Prom'cr insists upon adoptmg what he
terms ‘“strict business methods” in revald
to this particular pool, then the 0“”00k for
those on the field is not too bright. The
miners on the field had already suffered a
holdup for over ecighteen months when no
stone was pu1ch’med by the Government.

Mr. Moogre: Other people have been
purchasing.
Mr. FOLEY : Yes, there may have been

a small leakage in thut direction; but the
point I want to make is that the Government
should cousider the adoption of a system
whereby with the money obtained from the
sale of gems overseas gems may, be pur-
chased hom the miners at a price which
will guamntnn the Government against
future loss and at the same time may assist
in recouping past losses, Failing the adop-
tion of such a svstem, I would like to sce
some scheme formulated whick will prevent
the leaksge to which the Iecader of the
Opposition has referred. Tt is well known
that there have been illicit buyers operating
on the sapphire fields during the time the
peol has been in operation.  These burers

have been paying for picked or choice
sapphires prices mush higher than the

Government pay for avora‘;c-qu:‘»lity parcels.
The result is that this leakage hns con-
tinued, and, notwithstanding my suggewflon
to the offect that a special price for special
grades should be adopted, nothing has heen
done in that councetion. We should do
something to prevent the leakage that is
going on at the present time by giving
assistance to the men on the field, and I
ask that full (’onstdorat’on be given to
the suggestion whizh I have put forward.

Mr. Moore: Don’t you know that an offer
has been made to take all the gems held by
the Government at the price the Government
gave for them?

Mr. FOLEY : We have had different repre-
sentations made to the Secretary for Mines
with regard to the purchase of sapphires.
Wo have had offers from Germany. 1 myself
have communicated to the Premier offers that
have been made from Germany. We have

alsc had an offer from an alleged
132,30 p.m.jgem buyer from America; but,
when it is all boiled down, there
is no one in a bettor pos 1L1on to dispoie of our

gems ont selling agents. No
Cne will make a direct offer for the purchase
of our gems, but they are all prepared to

i offer %[n;i.ar to the arrangcements we
workicg under at the preseni time with
Bretiers in London; that is, they
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wiil act as selling a”(}nta and leave it to luck
#s to how many they can disposs of on the
Furepean market. We have got an arrange-
ment of that sort now. Recently a man by the
name of Izer came from America and onhe
as though he had millicns of pounds brhind
him. He said that he could dispose of the
whole of our sapphires if given a reasonable
time in which to do it; but, when a concrete
propositicn was pul to hzm it was found that
the mititous he speke of were not there. We
then went so far s to offer this individual,
who T think is the individual the Leader of
the Opposition s referring to, large parcels of
eapphires to the value of many thowsands of
nourrds, and to plsce them in o bank In New
Vork, provided he would puu up a fidelity
bend covering the value of the sapp}‘u'ns So
far he has has not accepted that offer. It
w11, thercfore, be scen that there is not nn.d}
businers behind him. I understand that since
then a small company hus been formed whl(n
ha: cffered to take pa 1(J<~ of sapphires of &
vaiue of about £3,900 every three or fom
mouths, and promised to use every cffors t
dispose of them. After going into the matter
fuul\, ext nav\el}, seeing that I was directly
interested, I came to the conclusion that if
Trefus Brothers, London—a firm with a capi-
tal of many millions of pounds and an orgari-
sation covering practically every part of the
ci\'ili»,ed world—cannot dispose of our sap-
rphires, a small firm with 2 capital of a few
tnouiand pounds will not be able to do any
better. I sinccrely hope that the suggession
I have made will be accepted by the Minister,
«s at least it will prevent absolute starvation
and the abandonment of the mining camp
at Ruby Vale. I trust that the very least the
Government will do with the moneys in hand
at present and the further moneys that ma:
come o hand in the future irom the sale of
supphires overscas will be to purchase the
bust grade of sapphires which arc readily
suleable at special prices, and so enable the
miners to carry o until the Government arve
able to dispose of the huge stocks in hand at
the present time. 1f nothing is done until the
whole of present stocks arve disposed of in
Eur p”—WI'll(’h may take ewhteen months or
two years—there will be very few miners able
to haug out except a few old-age pessionurs,
a: already on the field they have suffored
eiglitecen months of starvation,

pi

I wish now to make referemce to the pro-
gress that is being made in the coal industry.
It ix stated in ¥is Excellency’s Speech that
the coal industry of the State 1s making
satisfactory progress. In my electorate there
is rather a fine area of coal-bearing country,
and the progress being mnade in that part of
Queensland is only sufficient to provide onc
or two days’ work per week for the mincs
operating there. I find albo that very little
coal is L »ing exported. As a matter of fact,
practicslly 1n jevery mining centre in the
Biste the employees x\oll\.ng in the mining
industry are working short trme. That shows
that there are too many mines operating in
Queensland at the present time to supply
woeal requirements, and the only hope of the
workers in the ;Imining industry getting
anything near Iu-l time and decent remu-
neration for their scrvie: 4, so that they will
be able to rear their families in comfert the
seme as other workers, is to baild up an
export trade, I maintain that, as we have
had difficultics in the marketing of a few
thiousand pounds’ worth of sapphires and in
¢vory other marketing organisation we have

Mr. Foley.]
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cate lmnhvd ) shall cnccunter greater
dificultics in the marketing of the coal pro-
dmod by tho State. We have in Blair _ithol
¢'one an arca of about & square miles con-
ing a scam of coal averaging &5 fect

Lhu s, which couldd be mined at less cost than
the ¢eal in any other dlstnet in Queensland.
Nl hstdndmg the low eoxt of production

snd the favourable export flclcrht rates which
the Government are giving, however, the
Blair Athol people have nct been able to
export 1,000 tons during the currency of the
concessien. 'The same remark applies to many
othee coal-producing areas closer to the ccast.
“ven Bowen, with its favourable depo:zit of
high-quality coal practically right on the
coast, has exported practically nothing in
comparison with its production for local con-
sumption. These cond1t10ns do net apply o
other countries in the world, and in my
opinion the whole solutich lies in getting
some large company, such as the Russo-
Asiatic Company, which is going to operate
at Mount Isa, to take the thing in hand and
put the ccal on the marhct—plactlc ily force
it into use by dwmping it on the markets of
the world and establishing a trade by that
means. Fow could one expect a little com-
pany like the Blair Athol Company, with a
capital of a few thousand pounds behind it,
to «do anything Jike that? It requires an
organisation like the »Xmencaw Coal Export
Lon\pam with millions of pounds at its dis-
posal. it l‘as its own railways and ships to
carry its coal, and a peueat mgdmsatlon or
system of agencics in the various coal markets
of the globe. We cannot expect to get any-
where unless our coal is handled on similar
lines., We must have capital behind our min-
ing concerns. We must produce our coal at
a minimum cost, and, in addition, we must
have a big orgamsation with its own boats,
and he preparod to dump_the article on the
world and establish market: in that way
before we shall be able to do anything in the
direction of getting what is worth being
cailed an export trade.

Let me take Blair Athol as an illustration
for another proposition. I do not wish_ to
seem parochial in referring to this place; but
it has a deposit which is eminently suitable
for mining on a large scale—more suitable
than any other coal deposit in the State. It
is such a deposit of coal that, if it existed in
America, for instance, it would be mined by
stripping the overburden—which is only 60
feet in thickness—with steam shovels, thus
getting a clear fare of coal 65 feet deap To
cstablish the necessary plant at Blair Athol
would probably run into something not much
less than £250,000, if it is to be done effec-
tively; and there is no Australian or Queens-
land company that is prepared to take on
such a gamble as to establish such a plant
and force the coal on the markets of the
world, 1 contend—and I maintain I am
logical in my romarks—that, unless you have
the capital to enable you to go into the
matter on a big scale, and unless you are
prepared to dump your article on the markets
of the world where other coals are already
established, you have no chance of success.
1 make these remarks with the idea of pre-
venting anybody from being misled into
thinking that our coal industry is in a satis-
factory state. It is not; and I am afraid it
will not be until some company with large
capital gets hold of the industry and is pre-
pared to work on the lines I have suggested.

[Mr. Foley.
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Bir. Kixg: Arve you not up against the

57

. FOLEY: We are living in a capi ital-
id, and 2o long a&s that is so we have
along ¢ 1pltahsuc lines,

capiteal

: Why are you not henest on the

"OLEY :

3 I have been honest, wnd my
party has been

henest in this respect.

T desire now to refer to the disastrous
effects of the drought at presecnt prevailing
throughout Queensland. It is becominyg
more appzutnt to the average individual
who has not given much thought to the
question that a drought has very serious
effects on the economic conditions of this
country; and that is being felt throughout
Queensland, and l)mtlculally in the capital,
where hundreds of employees are being i3
missed, and «ll are beginning to realise the
itnportance of the pastoral industry to this
State. Of course, therc are many thinking
men who have already realised the extent
to which the State is dependent on the pas-
toral industry; but the value of the industry
has been driven home more of late to those
unthinking persons who have not bothered
to consider the great part which the pastoral
industry plays in our community., The
drought has had a very serious effect on
the finances of the State and on the finances
of private businesses. The question asked
is: What steps sre to be taken to mitigate
the effects of drought in the future? We
know that it is not possible to prevent the
occurrences of droughts, but very little nas
boen done in that dircction in Queensland,
notwithstanding that we have passed through
very many droughts and at a very great loss.
It is high time that something was dons
to mxtlgate the effects of drought. The
Dawson Valley irrigation area will play a
very big part in assisting to alleviate the
effects of drought in the future. If some
scheme were established, much good could
be done. I understand that it is very likely
that at no distant date a scheme for storing
suitable fodder for sheep will be inaugurated
so that it will be ready in time of drought.
This foader will then be railed to the
drought stricken areus of the State, instead
of being imported at an exorbitant cost
from New South Wales or carried by our
railways at a loss. During the present
drought many hundreds of thousands of
pounds have been spent in purchasing fodder
for starving stock, and the railway deficit
is largely attributable to the carriage of
this fodder and stock at concession rates—
rates unprofitable to the Railway Depart-
ment—in order to assist those in the drought
stllckon areas. By the inauguration of a
scheme for the storage of fodder in the
Dawson Valley area there is a possibility
of this expenditure being considerably
reduced. The Government should give care-
ful consideration to the utilisation of every
irrigable spot in this State as near as
possible to the pastoral areas. If fodder
were stored at Theodore it would be neces-
sary in times of drought to cart that fodder
from that centre by rail to Rockhampton.
Then the fodder would be railed from Rock-
hampton to Longreach and Barcaldine to
the Western districts where i1t was required.
I consider that the Government should deter-
mine every irrigable site as close as possible
to the pastoral areas. No doubt the Dawson
Valley area will serve that district very
well, and much better than can be done by



Address in Reply.

carting fodder from New South Wales, I
raise thiz matter because of a place close to
Emerald which is really in the heart of the
(Central-western pastoral area. There is an
irrigable site known as Nogoa Gap which
has been pointed out to the irrigation
authorities for a considerable number of
years. No attempt has been made by any
Government to attempt to utilise those
possibilities for drought combative purpcses.

The SECRETARY TOR PuBLic Wonrks: Has
any report cver been prepared upon it?

Mr. FOLEY: A report was presented
upon the scheme many years ago. 1 main-

tain that such sites, although not on such a
large scale as the Dawson irrigation scheme,
are quite large enough to establish a con-
siderable number of settlers, and produce
sufficient fodder in good times by irrigation
to fced all the sheep in Queensland if
necessary. Yot we shall probably have the
spectacle at some later date when a drought
is raging of large reserves of fodder being
stored up at Theodore and in the district,
and then carted hundreds of miles to
drought affected areas, when the whole
fodder required could be grown and stored
practically on the spot, if investigation and
attention were paid to such phases of the
matter as I have alluded to. The site for
that scheme would be right in the heart of a
pastoral area in the Central-West. I do
not desire to be charged with advocating
the establishment of an irrigation scheme
close to pastoral areas simply because the
site happens to be in my electorate. I offer
the suggestion in good faith, and particu-
larly because 1 happen to know not only
the site but the facilities offering.

We shall be called upon during the session
to give attention to the report of the Land
Scttlement Advisory Board. I regret that
I have not more time to deal with that
report; but I assume that at a later date
a Bill based on the recommendations of
the board will be introduced, when we shall
have a better opportunity to deal with the
matter. I have perused the rcport, which
is a very comprehensive one. It is a very
frank onc, made by men who have previously
been officers of the Lands Department. The
board has shattered many of the old ideas
prevalent in regard to land settlement and
administration, Its members have even gone
to the extent of practically ‘condemning
themselves as members of the administrative
branch of the Lands Department by pointing
out that the policy of the department in
the past has been faulty and necds drastic
reorganisation in the future in the intercsts
of land settlement.

One of the most important matters dealt
with is the question of the living area.
Another is the cxtension of leases. I
believe that an extension of leases, as a
principle, is a very unsound one. It is
recommended that extensions shall be
granted to lesiess of many leases which have
expired and of many leases abcut to expire
on the ground that they have suffered heavily
during the drought. The point I wish to
make to back up my objection is that, if
we as a Government once establish that
principle, we shall be faced with the same
question on the occasion of future droughts,
and shell be under an obligation, once having
conceded the principle, of giving further
extensions of leases to leases that it is
recommended to extend. As a result, there
will be no possible chance of that land
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beeoming available to the Crown for
intending secttlers. It is on those grounds
that I base my objection. I wish to make
it quite clear that this proposal will not
have my support. The recommendations
with regard to the living areas have upset
the ideas of many men engaged in the
pastoral industry. I have come in confact
with many such men, but, notwithstanding
the fact that many men, when asked point-
blank a blunt question on the matter, will
tell you that a much smaller area than
that recommended is sufficient to make a
living from, I am compelled by the logic
and facts presented by the board with their
recommendations to agree that the area
specified by them 1is about the minimum
which can be given to land settlers in the
future with safety.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): 1 wish to join with
other hon. members in the cordial expressions
of welcome which this State extended to His
TExcellency the Governor, and also in the
other sentiments which are expressed in the
Address in Reply.

Apart from the personal references of His
Lxcellency in expressing thanks for the
reception accorded to him, and also his
remarks in reference to the recent visit to
this State of the Duke and Duchess of York,
I find very little in the Address about which
to be elated. There are one or two para-
graphs in the Governor’s Speech which will
require a good deal of consideration, and
there are some paragraphs which will call
from everyvone some favourable comment and
endorsement ; but it must be borne in mind
that the Governor’s Speech is usually a
carefully prepared statement of the Govern-
ment, giving an account of their steward-
ship, and commenting on the broad econo- -
mic situation of the State, drawing atten-
tion to the cvents of the year, and fore-
casting their future activities and anticipa-
tions. From that standpoint the Speech
is disappointing.

Tet us consider the big things that should
oceupy this Parliament during the session.
The cconomic position of Queensland is a sub-
ject standing out in silhouette as one requir-
ing careful and serious consideration. Atten-
tion must then be given to the future pros-
pects of the State. However, before we can go
into a careful consideration of these matters,
we must look back over the road along
which the State has travelled. For the past
fiftcen years the Labour Government have
had an unrestricted opportunity of demon-
strating to the people of Queensland and to
the world at large the glorious advantages
of their policy for the socialisation of indus-
try. They started off under the most favour-
able conditions, with an outlook where every
prospect was pleasing, and where there was
every encouragement for success. There was
plenty of money in the Treasury; there was
= million pounds in the Trust Funds; what-
ever State enterprizes were bring undertaken
were in a sound condition. Such were the
favourable conditions under which the Labour
Party assumed office twelve years ago. What
is the position to-day? Industrial depression
is everywhere present; disrupting influences
are at work; and a period of financial stress
is being experienced; yet the Government
¢ame into office under conditions which could
not have been more favourable in any other
part of the world.

The Government have blamed the drought
for almost every evil that has beset them;

Mr. Fry.]
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v have found some means of linking up
i obstacle that came in their way with
chortage of water from the heavens.

Never on one occasion have they

{2 pan.] looked inwardly and found in
themselves the reason for their
own incompetercy. We hear very nice

addresses given by the Secretary for Agricul-
ture. For instance, I have a copy of one
fere, and I shall give him the credit of
saying that his specch on that occasion was
oue of very high standard and one of which
i approve. He said this—

“To maintain the high standard of
living that has been sct in Australia in
those industries which were the subject
of international competition it was neces-
sary that they should have the highest
standard of efficiency and production.”

With that we all agree; but I will take the
opportunity before I sit down of showing the
incapacity of the Government to bring this
prsition about. The policy of the Govern-
ment is sct out In a red covered book issued
by the Queensland Labour Government in
1918 under the caption ** Socialism at Work.”
Here we have a vision of an independent
glorious prosperity. In chapter 2, page 7,
of this book we are told—

“The Government adopted the day-
labour system in carrying cut public
works as a means for securing economy
and increasing  efficiency. Abnormal
conditions arising from the war, and, in
a lesser degree shrinkage of production
resulting from the 1915-1916 drought——""

Bear in mind drought every time!
““had forced upon the State Govern-
ment the choice of three alternatives.”
Now pay attention to this—

‘“ Taxation might have been increased
till reaching breaking point, beyond
which the people could not pay.”

T

Is that not the case to-day? I challenge the
Government to deny it. It goes on—

* Loans might have been piled to a
crushing mountain of debt for the

houlders of posterity;

Iy that not the case to-day? Again I chal-

lenge the Government to deny it—
“or the State might engage in industry,
snd by that means honourably carn, for
the whole of the people, profit which
previously found its way into the pockets
of a numerically small class of the com-
munity. Desiring to lighten rather than
to increasz the buarden of taxation, and
determined to enter into no obligations
which the country could not be regarded
safely as able to meet, the Queensland

I.ebour Government naturally adopted
the policy of launching upon State
enterprises—— "’

Now listen to this—this is where the virtue
13 going to come in. This is what they hoped
-to achieve—
“to retain for the Srate the profit previ-
ously accruing to private enterprise, add
to the revenue and render taxation and
borrowing increasingly unnecessars.”
Mr. Hyyes: What is that
policy 7

wrong with

Mr. FRY : T will tell the hon. member.
Lot s go a liftle further. This policy was
going to secure greater economy., It was
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going to retain for the State the profits pre-
viously accruing to private enterprise, and
show how cattle stations and the meat trade
could be managed. In that regard let us
turn to page &9, paragraphs (3) and (4).
This is what this book says in regard to State
cattle stations and the meat trade—

““(3) To increase the stability of the export
trade by making supplies more regu-
lar, which may be cffected by fight-
ing drought through the unified and
systematic  control of numerous
cattle stations (though the Govern-
ment has not committed itself to
promiscs of entering the export trade,
the steps now being taken happen
to lny the foundation of such a
policy being embarked on at any
date when a Government deems it
advisable to do so); and

“4) To  increase  the  stock-carrying
capacity of the land included within
the sphere of the State’s enterprise,
and therefore the remunerativeness
of the busincss—an end which may
be reached by inciuding within the
operation of one managing head
country on which weather fluctua-
tions, differences of soil. and other
natural variaticns, may balance one
another.”

Wkhat is the position of the State stations
to-day? They have made enormous losses.
They have accomplished nothing they set
out to do, and the Government are prepared
to welecome with open arms anvlody who
will take the responsibility from their
shoulders,

Let me quote a little further. The Govern-
ment were going to show how the mining
industry could be made to succeed and
bring great prosperity to QGuecensland. This
book says—

“ The control of shes publi~ administra-
tion of Quecmsland by the Labour Party
has been followed by preparation for a
vigorous policy of mining cnterprise by
the Government. In its capacity as the
Iargest consumer of coal in the State,
the Administration resolved on initiating
the policy of supplying its own needs.
This, it is contended, will not only save
to the public exchequer the amounts
which previously represented the profits
made by private mineowners in supply-
ing the public requirements, but will
also achicve a further saving through
increased efficicncy and organisation,
planned to better meet particular require-
ments,

“In entering into the business, the
State will hase its operations on a large
scale, which, in itself, must make for
both efficiency and economy.”

T
L

could go through this book and quote
paragraph after parsgraph in similar strain.
The outlook was a good one. but the resuits
were failure. They were going to show how
they conld run the railways and save £10,000
a year. (Government laughter.) A com-
mittee of the brains of the Labour Partw
appointed by the Caucus inquired into the
railways, and said that it could be done,
and the Government intended to do it, but
they found they could not do it.

The Government were going fo take over
the fish industry, and so organise it that
good cheap fish would be available for the
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people, and wasteful organisation would be
saved. Did they do it?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Yes,

Mr. FRY: Where? The Queensiand
Government found when they started that
they had to send boatloads of fish down the
bay and dump it the same as anyone else.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Shock-
ing!

Mr. FRY : Deny it if they can! And how
did they save wasteful organisation? They
promised improved methods, but they had
to adopt the same methods which they said
private enterprise was using. They tock over
the fish industry to avoid those methods; but
they followed in the footsteps of private
enterprise once more.

They also told us how they were going
to run the shipping industry. It is indeed
true that they made failures of all these
things, but you will find no mention of it in
the Governor's Speech. The truth is that
the following statement, by no less a person
than the leader of the party, the Premier
himself, is nearer to the point. It appeared
in the Quecnsland papers and in the
“ London Times ”—

“* One of the greatest obstacles to
development in Queensland is the influ-
ence of a small but noisy section of
extreinist leaders who are utterly with-
out regard for the problem of develop-
ing industries upon which the welfare of
the State depends. Recently a few of
those men deticd the Arbitration Court
and flouted its awards and declared
Government  works ¢ black.’ Mr.
McCormack advised them, threatened
them, taunted them, but all without
result. Finally he declared that the
weakness of Labour lies in its lack of
discipline, its lack of cohesion, and its
ignorance of cconomics.”

It is necessary to keep in view the socialisa-
tion of industry policy of the Government
when dealing with the economic position of
Queensland, and I must first of all find out
where the administration starts, how it is
carried on, and what we can hope for in the
future. What are the results of that policy?
Iirst of all, the State control of the public
service has resulted in inefficiency reigning
where efficiency previously was to be found.
The same trading concerns, which have been
established under the most favourable and
preferential conditions which the State gives,
have been fuddled.

Mr. Brnroce: What do you know about
¢ fuddled 77
3Mr. FRY: Look up the dictionary! It

2 exactly what I have said it means.
Private industry has been crippled by taxa-
tion imposed for Government purposes. The
deficiencies in State enterprises have been
made good by taxation imposad on private
industries that bhave been making good.

@

T.et me now deal with the mining industry.
In Qucensiand the mining industry has
declined to a dangerous extent, 1927 being
prohably the most disastrous year in the
mining industry. Millions of peunds of the
money of the State have been sunk in these
unprofitable State ventures, the biggest por-
tion of the money being lost beyond recovery.
On examining the CGovernment policy and
administration there can be only one con-
clusion—that it reveals a state of helpless

[20 SEPTEMBER.]

Address in Reply.

optimism—helplessness so far as the Govern-
ment are concerned, and optimism so far as
their supporters are concerned. Recently,
when the Tariff Board visited Queensland,
there was an advocacy for a hounty on
copper. If T am mnot mistaken, 1 believe I
have heard the Sccretary for Mines stress-
ing the need for a bounty on copper, but I
failed to notice that any steps were taken
by the Government to place the case of a
Lounty on copper effectively before the
Tariff Board. Certainly the Government were
represented before the board, but the person
who should have been there to state the case
for the Government in connection with State
n:inicg undertakings was the Secretary for
Mines himself, who has had control of the
department for many years and fully com-
prehended the policy of the Government.
Was he there to advoeate a bounty on copper?
Were the Government effectively repre-
sented?  No, Sir! The only reason that I

- can advance for the Government not endea-

vouring to place the case for a bounty on
copper effectively before the Tariff Board
is that they might have been asked for
information as to the dealings by the Go-
vernment in copper.

Mr. Hy~es: Where were you?
on the other side of the world.

Mr. FRY : Perhaps the Government knew
that it might lead to awkward disclosures—
dizclosures that would be very hard to
explain. From what has transpired recently
we know that Chillagoe will not stand a
thorough investigation. That was the reason
why the Government were not strongly
vepresented before the Tariff Board. They
were afraid of the scandals that would inevit-
ably be revealed to the public. A matter of
that kind so seriously affecting Govern-
ment policy should have been handled by the
person most able to attend to the matter—
the Secretary for Mines. The policy of the
Government has seriously hampered private
cnterprise, thereby creating Tlarge bodies
of unemployed. To 30th June, 1926, the loss
on State enterprises was £803,181, uncharged
interest £97,042, or a total of £900,223. The
loss on miscellaneous State enterprises not
included in the above figures was £55,388,
uncharged interest £14,802, or a total of
£70,190. To 30th June, 1926, the loss on the
Government mining ventures was £804,251,
uncharged interest £315847, or a total loss
of £1,120,098. Over the past twelve years
the loss on the railways has been £16,000,000.
Here 'we have a loss of £16.000,000 on rail-
ways in connection with which the Govern-
ment undertook to save £10,000 per annum.
All these matters must be taken seriously
into consideration if we are to deal wisely
with the econcinic situation in Quecensland.

You were

Tast year the Treasurer, in his Financial
Statement, anticipated a deficit of £173,766.
Ho also anpouncad the introduction of cer-
tain financial meessurss to produce sufficient
revenyde to cover the estimated deficit. Those
financiz]l measures were introduced. They
comprised an amendment of the Stamp Act
and the Gift Duty Bill; but, notwithstand-
ing this additional taxation, the finances have
gone from bad to worse. Last year the
Treasurcr received £287,340 more from taxa-
tion than was expected, yet the financial year
clozed with an actual deficit of £343,160. In
view of this state of affairs, is it rcasonable
to expect Parliament to take the Government
sericusly when they set out to excuse the
difficult position they find themselves in?

Mr. Fry.]



152 Address in Reply.

The Gowernment are trying by every means
in their power to side-track the whole issue.
The Governur’s Speech lacks information on
essential matters upon which the State should
be informed.

Mr. Forey: You are putting forward a
purely lopsided case.

Mr. FRY : We can only put up a case for
truth and right, which the hon. member «vi-
dently does not understand. T am attempting
to put up that case, and give it for the
benefit of the House. IHon. members on this
side are not held down by some ‘ whip”
under threat ol expulsion from the party if
we disagree with the Government. We are
free from that sort of discipline and are able
to express oursclves according to our convie-
tions. Apart from that, we have the ability
to criticise the Government and give the
country the truth about it, which the hon.
member 1s not permitted to do.

Mr. Forey: You are leaving a lot of things
unsaid.

Mr. FRY: The Government do not know
where they stand financially. As a matter of
fact, I doubt whether they can say to-day
just where they stand politically, They are
not certain of fhe position of certain sup-
porters sitting behind them. The Govern-
ment might make a protest for the sake of
appearances to the public; nevertheless, the
fact remains that they do not know where
their position is, either in the House or out
of it. I would sooner keep the Government
in power, in order that they might carry out
their policy to the end, for there is only one
end to it, and that is disaster for the party
they represent.

The PreMIER: You are & great patriot
when you desire to see the State meet with
disaster in order to get square with your
political opponents.

Mr. FRY : 1 want to see the time come,
and come speedily, when a change of Govern-
ment will take place, and when we shall
have a Government in power which will bring
Queensland to that state of prosperity which
we all desire and know it is possible for her
vo reach, knowing how richly she is endowed.
I, like many other people, am tired of the
fuddling and politically drunken methods of
the Government, who are floundering about
like a ship without a rudder on a rock-
bound coast. (Government laughter.) I
might go further than that, and say that the
Government are like a ship without a rudder
drifting about in shallow water, with every
man wanting to be the captain and desiring,
when the captain does speak. to throw him
overboard. How c¢an a State go on to pros-
perity under such conditions? The Govern-
ment have been given a heritage to protect,
which they are not doing. They have lost
control of themselves and their party, end
are hopelessly lost. T would like to see the
Government take charge of the affairs of the
government of the State and rule as a
Government should. I have quoted from
¢ Socialism at Work ” to show what the
policy of the Government has been. 'They
have religiously followed that policy year
after year, until to-day they do not know
where they stand. (Government laughter.)
Let us finish the rot. Are the Government
aware that there is a Communist movement
to bring about their downfall? The Premier
must know of that movement. I was told by
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one membor of the Communist Party that
the Communists were going to do so.
GovernzENT MryBers: Oh!  (Laughter).

Mr. FRY: They are in the Government
Party, and the Government do not know
where they are. My informant said that the
Lakour Party as it exists to-day must drift
into second place, and that the Communist
Party must be the real oppoesition to British
Governments.

The PreMiER: Who told you that?

Mr. Haxrox: The Nationalist PParty said
something similar to that some time ago.

Mr. FRY: The Nationalist Party are
generally right in what they say. I am
telling the Premier that the Government do
not know where they are. All credit to
the Premier for taking the part he did in
upholding the Government of the country;
but, I repeat, the Government do not know
where they are, and the country do not
know where they are to-day. We are here
to try to help the Government to contrel
this country in the best interests of all
concerned, and we are going to do this.

The Premier: You say we do not know
where we are. What is the good of knowing
where we are if we are not there?
(Laughter.)

Mr. FRY : I hope “ Hansard” will take
that interjection. It will show the intelli-
gence of the hon. gentleman.

I should like to know if the Premier wiil
make a statement on the fact of the Russo-
Asiatic Consolidated Company, Limited,
acquiring a share Interest in Mount Isa.
I should like him to cnlighten hon. members
as to the owners of those shares, and how
much interest he took in the floating of the
company, if any at all.

The PreMIER: That is a dirty, scurvy
statement.

Mr., FRY: I will take it back if I am
wrong.

The Preaer: I do not want you to take
it back. It is a dirty, scurvy statement.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FRY: I am prepared to apologise
to the Premicr now if T am wrong.

The PremiEr: I will pull your nose, if
necessary. .

The SPEAKER: Ovder! Order!

Mr. FRY: I merely asked if the Premier
would give the Housc information on this
matter.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in imputing motives
against the honesty of the Premicr.

Mr. FRY: I am not.
English papers.

The Previcr: Where did it appear?

Ar. FRY: In the London ¢ Star.”

The Previer: You are a liar; you never
saw it,

The SPEAKER: Order!
Premier to withdraw.

The PREMIER: I withdraw the assertion
in deference to the Chair; but, speaking to
a point of order, if any hon. member can
get up in this House and defame Ministers

as the hon. member is in the habit of doing,
then I shall be obliged, as Leader of the

This appeared in

I call upon the
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ITouse, to take such action as will kecp that
member out of this House. There is no
other hon. member in the habit of doing
this kind of thing. If an hon. member is
to be permitted to make such a statement
as was made by the hon., member for
Kurilpa, under the pretext that, if I am
not guilty, I can deny it, and that statement
goes forth to the world, then there is mo
security in Parliament at all.

The SPEAKER: Order! The remarks of
the hon. member for Kurilpa really amounted
to an imputation of improper motives. The
hon. member is prone to do that, and, if
he continues, 1T shall take such steps as
the Premier indicated, and shall ask the
House to deal with the hon. member.

_ Mr. FRY : I had no intention of imputing
improper motives, , as a representative
of the people in this House, desired infor-
mation with regard to the decision of
the Russo-Asiatic Consolidated Company,
Limited, to acquire a considerable share
interest in Mount Isa on account of its
interesting deveclopments.
The Governor’s Speech goes on to say—
“It would appear to indicate that
British capital is willing and indeed
anxious to invest capital in this State
in the mining industry, which for years
has becn starving from lack of interest
by concerns capable of undertaking
scliemes involving big expenditure. It
is apparent that not only local investors,
but the financial world generally, recog-
nise and appreciate the magnitude of
the ficld and the valua of its ore
deposits.”

If I had any opportunity to boom Mount
Isa in Queensland or elsewhere, I would do
so; and it is interesting to me to know
just how far we can depend upon the capital
developing these fields, because this Parlia-
ment and this country must bear the expense
of railways. I impute no improper motives
to anyone; it was not my intention to do
50.

The PREMIER :
question ?

Mr. FRY : As T told the hon. gentleman,
I wanted information. The point I want
to get down to is this: I want to help this
State to prosper. The economic position of
the State is such that it requires the best
brains for the development of the State,
and, if the Premier was offended, then, as
I told him, I am willing to apologise.

Why did you ask that

The PreMIER: You are a dirty scavenger.
[2.30 p.m.]

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

The PremiEr: I feel very strongly on the
matter.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I have
no doubt the hon. gentleman does, but I
would point out that the expression ° dirty
scavenger ’ as applied to an hon. member
is entirely unparliamentary and out of
order, and I would ask the hon. gentleman
to withdraw the expression.

The PREMIER:
I withdraw.

Mr. FRY: Mr. Spcaker

The SPEAKER: Order! I shall not
f.llow the hon. member to continue on those
ines.

In deference to you, sir,
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The PeeMizr (to Mr. Fry): I will walk
cver and deal with you presently.

My, FRY: I have been criticising the
policy of the Government and the admini-
stration of the (Government; and I can
assure hon. wmembers that whatever I have
suid here has been said in the best interests
ot the people.

Let us go a little further—into the agricul-
tural industrs. T say here that agriculture
is and must be the mainstay of Queensland
for years, therefore it is essential that agri-
cultural enterprise should be encouraged and
raised to the highest standard of efficiency.
The reason for that is that world competition
is vory great, and every possible effort must
be made to meet the competition of other
countries in the world’s markets. Queens-
land and Australia are living under con-
ditions which arc approaching the ideal. No
other people in the world are living under
conditions such are we are living under.
There is no chance of our competing against
the world in secondary industries, but there
is every chance of cur competing against the
world in primary industries.

Mr. PETERSON :
sweated.

Mr. FRY: We can develop our agricul-
tural industries so that they can compete
successfully in the world. Queensland
demands the best production from her soils;
Australia demands it, and the world needs
the best that we can produce. There is an
under-current of disruption in this country
which is going to place this country in a
vortex of trouble; and we must, as a Parlia-
ment, help the Covernment so to control
affairs that they will be able to bring about
that state of prosperity which is desired.
Agriculture is the only means by which we
can achieve that. As I said previously,
there is an uvnder-current and an influence
in political matters that is going to bring
down the Government of this State as well
as the Governments of other States, if it is
at all possible to do so. These people have
set out to destroy British Imperialism. They
have tried to fight British Imperialism at
the seat of the British Government. They
are fighting British Imperialism in every
British Dominion, and wherever a strike
occurs they use that strike in an attempt
to destroy constitutional government. I am
not going to talk about the South Johnstone
strike or the railway strike; but at this
stage I say, whoover agrees or disagrees
with me, that the Premier did very wrong
in discharging evers member of the railway
wsrvice in his idea of controlling the posi-
tio, Nevertheless, we have to accept the
Government’s attitude. I support the Go-
vernment in their fight for constitutional
methods, and, if the Government and the
Premier think that what they did was the
rizht thing, then I am with them. Any-
how, I have a right to a private opinion, and
I have a right to express it here.

Because the farmers are

Now I coms to the question of celotex.
According to the press, the Premier had
something to say about celotex. That is a
matter about which I would like to have
some information, because, if it iz at all
possible to make it a profitable industry
without endangering our timber trade, it
will be a good thing; but it is not going to
help us very much if it is going to destroy
our timber trade.

My. Fry.]
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The dental clinic that is travelling about
Qucensland is doing very valuable service,
and a service which will benefit the whole
community. Nobody can deny that teeth
are a very valuable aid to digestion and
health. Without proper aids to digestion,
the community itself cannot be healthy, and
on the health of the community depends our
prosperity to a great extent.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standirg Orders.

. Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): It is very
interesting to know from the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat that there
are two parties who are endeavouring to
bring about the downfall of the Government
—the Communist Party and the party
opposite. There can be nothing but complete
understanding in the minds of the com-
munity as to what this party and the other
party stand for. One has only to listen to
speeches which carry us nowhere, such as
that just delivered by the hon. member for
Kurilpa—a speech absolutely devoid of any
suggestion of progress—to understand why
this party are on these benches. If w2
regard the hon. member’s speech as repre-
senting the views of the party to which he
belongs, it is obvious that a party with a
constructive programme must hold the reins
of government.

When we met last year we were unfortu-
nately in the middle of a most severe
drought. We hoped that the wet season
would ecventuate. Unfortunately, we have
not_yet experienced the rain which we so
badly need in Central Queensland and in
other parts of the State. Consequently we
meet to-day with gloom and “depression
hanging over the community. It was gener-
ally understood that there was some financial
disability in the West, but I venture to say
that to-day every messenger boy ‘in Brisbane
realises that the welfare of the community
in Brisbane and every other town in this
State of ours depends primarily upon the
pastoral  industries—the wealth-producing
ihdustries of our State. Hence it is obvious
that we are dealing and will be dealing this
session with a question of such far-reaching
importance that it is impossible to estimate
just where the ramifications of this position
rcally extend. If hon. members will reflect
for one moment, and, if as a result of that
reflection, they will realize that the Central-
Western areas wf Queensland cannot be
utilised for any other purpose but the pro-
duction of wool—they have no agricultural
future, and the cattle market is so uncertain
that we cannot regard it as an actual pro-
ducing  assot—they will appreciate the
importance of the sheep industry. If you
eliminate the production of wool in Queens-
land, you ecliminate the most valuable
industry you have in the State—the only
industry that is responsible for our solvency
in the long run. Possibly this State is up
against it to-day.

Tt is suggested by hon. members opposite
that the finances are in a pretty parlous
condition. They pause there. The infercnce
they would like to convey is that the
finances are in a very parlous state owing
to the administration of the Government.
A moment’s reflection will indicate that,
when we have signs of depression such as
we have at present, when our revenue-pro-
ducing sources are cut off, there can be no
prosperity in the State. The whole thing
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primarily hinges on the success of our wool
areas, and, when we eliminate the income
from those areas, we eliminate not only the
taxation which the Government would get,
but also the money which would be in
circulation if the wool normally sold had
been available for disposal. Hence it is
obvious that, no matter how we may talk
round this question, in the final analysis
this Parliament is faced during this session
with very important decisions, on which
hinge the well-being or otherwise of the
pastoral industry to-day. It is obvious that,
when we discuss these matters at certain
detail later on, hon. members opposite will
adopt the attitude that the pastoralist is the
one who must be considered. We on this side
take up the stand that the whole of the com-
munity must be considered, and we are pre-
pared to do those things which will "e
beneficial to the majority of the people in
the Western areas of the State, and by doing
those things we are going to benefit the
entire State so far as its main industry is
concerned. For a number of years an agita-
tion has emanated from the political masters
of many of those who sat and still sit in
opposition, to enable them so to arrange
matters that thoy would gain control of
many of the big pastoral areas which are
now available for closer settlement in Central
Queensland.

We all know that the basis of a deputation
that went to Fngland on one occasion was to
embarrass and try to force this GGovernment
into such a position that it would be con-
strained to grant an cxtension of lease
in respect of certain big areas that were
falling due in Central Queensland. This
project is not dead. It is mentioned in
influentiz]l pastoral circles, not only in the
metropolis, but throughout the length and
breadth of pastoral Queensland. The ques-
tion asked 1is, Is it possible again to get
an extension of these big leaseholds that are
now falling due to the Crown? That is the
main issue. I know that certain hon. gentle-
men were taken out into the Central-West
some few months ago. Personally, I was
very pleased that hon. members from both
sides of the House were enabled to make a
wiip through the drought stricken areas of
the West in order that they might see just
what was to be scen in those areas. It was
indeed #ad that many of them should sec the
West for the first time under those condi-
tions. I would just like to suggest to those
hon. members who wont West that they take
the opportunity of going out when the
scasons have improved, when the normal
conditions that ordinarily prevail in the
West are in evidence. I crossed quite a lot
of the country that many of the hon. gentle-
men who went out traversed. It is true
that there was not a blade of grass for
hundreds and hundreds of square miles, nor
were there many sheep. I remember that
we pulled up at owe place that ordinarily
carried 30,000 to 35,000 sheep, and we got
a photograph of the sole survivor—a little
poddy lamb at the homestead. But that does
not represent the pastoral industry. That
represents one phase of the pastoral indus-
try—the pastoral industry at its worst, In
1924 the pastoral industry was at its best.
There is a medium between those two
extremes—the bountiful season of 1924 and
the sadly depresscd seasen that they are
cxperiencing in the West at the present time.
There might or might not have bcen a
motive in taking certain hon gentlemen
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through those Western areas; but I know,
and many of them know, that the funda-
mental idea Iving benecath a good deal of the
propaganda bmng ronducted at the present
time in regard to the pastoral question is
the endea\om to obtain an extension of the
leases of many of the big holdings that are
now falling due to the Crown

Mr., MaxwerL: You know that the posi-
tion is pretty serious.

BULCCCK : The hon. gentleinan says

that I know that the position is pretiy
serious. I have a much more intimate
k ledge of tho pastoral industry than the

fion. gentleman,
Mr. 3IaxweLL: You are not showing it.
Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. gentleman
spent four days in the Central-West, and

to try to tell us how the

row he Is zoing
should be conducted.

pastorel industry

My, MaxwerL: Don't anticipate.
Mr. BULCOCK : I sm not going to tell
the hon. gentlemsn how a house should be

painted: and I do not expect him, at this
Juncture i lcast, to try to put Into my
mouth arguments that T am not going to

wre. He suggests thet T do not appreciate

the gravity of the situation. I do appreciate

the grav of the situation, and I know
that the situstion is as grave as it possibly
cen k. When { sce men whom I have besn

sasosiated with half my life—good fellows,
married men—wandering about the various
towns of the Central-West unable to obtain

ment, then it is obvious :hat tte
positicn is critical indeed. We want to try
to ovircome those things, Howoever, the

hon. gentleman suggests that I do not u,»pre-
‘iatn the seriousness of the position. Again
let e saw that it is the ﬂm:LH  moan—the
1
rer as
result  of Ahe:,o conditions that ha ‘e over-
taken mcm at the present time. The Lig

companies with their big res erves have beeu
enabled to carry over the dry period. In
any case, if we come to a question of equity,
4 quexho of morality, or a question of
justice, it i obvious that these people who
tock up these big aggregations and these
big arcas took them up knowing the condi-
rlOu\ of the contract. The conditions of the
ruct were, 1n essence, to nold the land
ving eertain rentals for a certain

They lnew that droughts wm‘e
They knew the vicissitudes of
a good deal botter than even
Mo hon. mewber for ’IO-J\'\"OI . Thkey rccog-
nised that, and were pr“parcd to take those
risks.  They were business risks. To-dav,
Lecause they are in the throes of a drought,
s 1 1y reason why this House should turn
and give thom further extensions of
that they took ur in good faith for
d period orly? The argument can-
sustained on the ground of either
or justice. I am totally and irve-
oppesed to the extension of leas:
to the big pastoral holdizgs. In saying that
[ know that I am voicing the opinion, not
only of those hon. members who represent
pastorazl constit uoncles but of 95 per cent.
of the people of ngcnsland. One of the
most sacred hopes of the people of Western
Queensland is that, sconer or later, they will
be able to gain access to a block, take up
a selection, go off the labour market, grow
a fow sheep, and develop along lines they
desire. The position of the sinall selector
is 1 2ly different from that of the big

pulod
1 (‘vnL 3} 1
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pasteral company. There is no doubt that
the small selector has been very grievously
wourded by the drought that has oveu_%kon
hivt; and I hope this Hcuse will evolve some
s*heme whereby the small man may obtain
assistance which will enable him ta resteck
and put the land to its full economic use and
value.

Asszociated with this question is a question
to which I personally attach a gocd deal of
importance. That is the question of railway
cemmunication. I would like to compliment
the Becretary for Railways on progressing
h that very vital }ink. the Longreach to
Vinton comncction. I am pleased to see

AW

rhat. in spite of the falling revenue, the
Minister has vision cnough to realise that

the construction of this line is one of primary
necessity to the welfare of the pastoral areas
cf Queensland. I had the good fortune to be
present with the Minister when he opened a
further section of this railway 40 miles from
Winton. I have no reason to believe that
anv alteration of policy in this connection
will be permitted, and I am confident that
it will be constructed to its logical destina-
tion—Winton—and will succeed in linking
two of the big systems running through the
pastoral areas of Queensland

There is yet o third svstom which one must
mention.  While the Northern and Central

svstems will be conrmctad en completion of
the  Longreach-Winton  line, there still
remains a gap in our railway systems, and

that is the line frem Blackall to Charleville,
about which so much has been heard. The
Prime Minister, Mr. Bruce, made a tour of
Central-western  Queensland  recently. Of
courze, the question on the tip of everyvone’s
tongue in the W est, from the youngest to the
olde:t inhabitant, was, What is the Federal
Government prepared to do to help us to
oot out of the very critical situation 1 which
we find outselves? At Barcaldine Mr. Bruce
made some attacks on the taxation of the

State, but Mr. Clark, one of the leading
pastoralists of Queensland, administered a
crushing public rcbuke to Mr. Eruce when

he pomtcr{ out to him that it was the inci-
dence of TFederal taxation, and not State
taxation, which was the main factor in pre-
venting the rchabilitation of the pastoral
industry.

Mr. TavLor:
main factor.

Afr, BULCOCK : That is what he sal
AMr. Tavoor: He

Ar. BULCOCK : He said it was the main
factor. 1 followed his speech at Barealdine
vory closely.  The fact remains that one of

o leading pastoralists publicly rebuked DMy,
Bruse in consequence of the incidemse of
Federal texation being so much sterner than
tho incidrnge of State taxation. Mr. Bruce was

ked if he were prepared to do anything in
rcg rd to the construction of the Blackall-
Charleville line. My, Bruce professed to
ird, as
I might say in passing, in
other big question of public
swwhich was brought before his

Jurmg his tour of this State. It seems
~ that the enly thing Mr. Bruce accom-
d for the welfare of Queensland. if one
term it such, was to give hol days to
the children in the various towns he visited.

My, Tavior: Try te be
big.

He did not say it was the

said it was a factor.

he urable to do anything in this reg
he professed,
vegard to every
importance
notice

Don’t be small.

Mr. Bulcock.]
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Mr. BULCOCK : Mr. Bruca did not rise to

any occasion.
Mr. TavLor: He did so.
3

ir. BULCOCXK : The hon. member knows
perfectly well that Mr. Bruce did absolutely
nothing to justify his tour through Queens-
land.  Let me turn to a point. What
encouragement, from Federal point of
view, did he offer to the construction of the
Blackall-Charleville line? I hope that
hon. members will not suggest that I am
using the parish pump in this conncetion.
The Blackall-Charleville line is a linc that
transcends party politics at the present junc-
ture. We have two main railway systems in
this State which will soon be connected,
while the third svstem will not be connected
thereto. Then, if the pastoralists find it
necessary or expedient to shift stock from
the vicinity of Longreach or Barcaldine to
pasturages in the vicinity of Charleville, they
will have to truck their stock from a point
of embarkation through Rockhampton, Bris-
bane, and Toowoomba on to their destination.

Mr. MoORE: Is that not a State matter?

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. gentleman may
ask that question; but apparently a lot of
people thought Mr. Bruce might be able
to do something in the matter, and he con-
fessed his inability to do so. As Mr. Bruce
has confessed his inability to do so, then
essentially the matter becomes a State one,
as suggested by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. It has been said that this line would
not be used except when concession rates
prevailed; but, supposing the line were
built and concession rates were applied to
it, it would be used for the conveyance of
stock from the northern and central areas
of our State; and even if full freightage
were paid, the cost would still be less than
the rates which have to be paid on the
reduced basis from Longreach to Charleville.

It has been stated also that the State
cannot carry sufficient rolling-stock in normal
scasons to provide ample supply for abnor-
mal seasons such as drought periods. It is
obvious, thercfore, that, when stock has to
be moved right round by the coast, the
trucks can only make a certain number of
trips, and that number is infinitely less than
could be made were a connection made
between Charleville and Blackall. I believe
that the line will have to be bullt eventually,
1t would be one of the hest forms of drought
insurance that we could have. We hear the
city man and the impractical man talking
about the conservation of the natural pastur-
ages of the West; but the fact that it has
not been done by the practical sheepmen of
the West indicates that it cannot be done
successfully ; and, therefore, will have to be
put on one side when any projects are under
consideration for the conscrvation of fodder
supplies in Queensland.

Mr. Taveonr: That is the best thing you
have said vet.

Mr. BULCOCXK : I am glad the hon. mem-
ber agrees with some of my statements.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: But your Government
turned down the line.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. gentleman sug-
gests that this Government turned down the
line. Let me remind him that an inquiry
based upon the necessity for this line was
held by a commission appointed by  this
Government. That fact indicates that the
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Government realise thelr responsibilities
that particular dircction. A: a matter
fact, tha line had been turncd dowan by pre-
vious Governments.

Br. G. . BarxNes: It was turned down by
this Government only the other day.

. BULCOCK : It has nct been turned

No doubt we shall hear a good deal ef
criticism in regard to the finances of the
State duving the coming session. It fre-
quently happens that pceople having their
opponents at a disadvantage want to punch
while the punching is good; and no doubt
that spirit will actuate the Opposition dur-
ing the present session. There
is this to be remembered, how-
ever. In times past when
droughts overtook the State certain things
were done by the Government then in power
that will not be done by this Government.
One was the infliction of a poll tax. Hon.
members will remember that during the big
drought of 1901-1902 a poll tax was instituted.

Mr. G. P. Barnes: What about the water-
hole tax? (Laughter.)

Mr. BULCOCK : A poll tax was instituted
—they do not like it—by the Government
in power in 1901-1902. That Government was
an anti-Labour Government. A Labour
Government will not do that sort of thing
to meet the situation. Another thing that
was done in 1902, when an anti-Labour
Government wag in power, was to refrench
one fettling gang in every four on the lines
of our State, thcereby making the railways
unsafe for traffic. They compelled the pub-
lic to travel over unsafe lines, and in the
end they were compelled to employ more
men in order to restore the lines to a
sound, safe, working condition. That is
a thing that this Government is not likely
to do. I want to say in all seriousness that
1 believe that this State can only weather
the gale, can only get through the dark
clouds that are gathering at the present
time, by a steadfast devotion to the weifare
of the State, I believe that, if we are going
to be torn and ‘ biffed 7 and battered, if we
are going to be drawn off the track, and
if we are going to do those things that the
Tories would do, then there is very little
hope for the future.

(3 p-m.]

Mr. Sizer: You have done all those
things.
Mr. BULCOCK: I believe that, with a

sane Labour Government in power, the best
will be done for the people and the com-
munity generally, and the outccme of the
present vicissitudes will be that, when the
drought is finally broken up, we shall be
able to go forward with the legislative pro-
gramume that we have enunclated from time
to time.

There is another matter associated with
the pastoral industry with which I should
like to deal. I am to some degree in accord
with those who say there is grave danger
of a diminution of the quality of our flocks
in conscquence of the break-up of our Ligger
holdings. I am not entireiy convinced that
that is so. I believe that there 1s some
danger, but I do not believe it is a danger
that cannot be overcome; nor would I regavd
it as being an argument in favour of the
retention by the present holders of the blocks
that they already hold; but I believe that
thiz pastoral industry of ours is far toc
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‘nluable to be sacrificed. Cur pastoral indus-
requires careful guidance. I can sec the
wks ahead of us. It is just possible that
fricn may become a severe competitor in
12 wool markets of the world, and, if she
oes, then we may lose our supremacy in
pect of certain wool counts, the produc-
u of which gives us a wool supremacy
certain markets of the world to-dar.
The Government will have seriously to con-
sider the question of the preservation of
the present existing wool standards, and,
if pessible, the prioduction of a higher
standard than we have at the present time.
selieve also that the time is ripe for soms
maore scientific investigation to be under-
n iz regard to some of the pathological
problems surrounding wool and sheep pro-
duction in the State. Other States have
coie in for claborate rescarch machinery in
regard to the problems associated with the
production of weol and sheep. In Victoria
they have quite elaborate institutions for
rewcarch along those particular lines. The
Commonwealth  Burcau of Science and
Industry is doing some very valuable work
in regard to these matters also; but I would
like to point out that here in Queensland
we have not got a single experiment station
devoted to the question of the production of
sheep or wool, or any scientific study of the
nathological problems surrounding wool.
It is obvious that the losses from fly alone
in a normal season are prodigious. Nobody
has yet succeeded in estimating the volume
or the cost which such losses represent fo
the community. Probably they run into
millions of pounds—I am referring to the
Iosses which accrue from the prevalence of
the fly in the sheep arcas alone. Certain
research has been made into these matters,
but nothing has finally been achieved. We
all know that the use of arsenic is question-
able. It is detrimental to the man who is
compelled to wuse it, and it is certainly
detrimental to the man who shears the sheep

[l I
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which have been sprayed with arsenic.
Another matter into which investigation
might be made is fodder conservation;

another is the collection of very valuable
information which is now available concern-
ing the effects of artificial feeding. Before
this drought very few people knew anything
sbout artificial feeding. To-day people are
beginning to discover that the question
reguires very careful investigation,
2Ir. Tavror: It is absolutely necessary.

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member mis-
understands me. I mean that many people
started out in the beginning of artificial
feeding, and fed their flocks at a cost greater
than was justified. They found out after-
wards that they could well have substituted
other forms of food, possibly cheaper forms,
and got better results. A good deal of data
1s now availabla. Information has been
-gained by practical men during this drought
12 the artificial feeding of sheep. Tt is
certain that a similar position is going to
oceur  again; yet nobody to-day can say
what is the best mixture or the best balanced
ration to be fed to sheep, and whether it
is economical to give them a full ration
which will merely keep them alive. These
are questions intimately bound up with the
prosperity of the sheep industry, and Ithink
the time is ripe when the Government might
well consider the establishment of a sheep
experimental station in Central Queensland.

Mr. TavLor: Have they not made an offer
o the Commonwealth Government ?
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My, BULCOCK : I am not going to say
that it should be entirely a charge on the
State. I believe that it should be a charge
on the (ommonwerlth and the State, and
I believe that if there is any sincerity in
thiz matter, and while we have areas of
Jand available which could be utilised in
thiz regard, such as the Saltern Creeck lunds
—hon. members who know the Saltern Creek
country kuow that there is no better pastoral
country in Queensiand than that self-same
country—then, if we do mot do something
in this direction, we cannot say that we have
done the best we could for the industries of
the State. When the Government offered
the best block in Central Quecnsland to the
Federal Government for the establishment of
such an experimental farm, I understand
that thev turned it down. The Federal
Government say that they are the friends
of the farmers in this respect, but we are

the (tovernment who have done what we
can,

Mr. Taveor: I do not think you are
correct. 1 do not think the Federal Govern-

ment turned it down.

Mr. BULCOCK : I am informed that the
TFederal Government have turned the project
down. If my information is incorrect,
shall be more than plessed to know i,
because I think that to a very great extent
the future of wool and of our pastoral indus-
try is bound up with research work into the
problems which surround that industry. If
the Federal Government will not do a fair
thing and a right thing for the preserva-
tion of the primary and paramount industry
of Australia, I hope this Government will
be able to show them the way they should
have gone by undertaking the duty—a duty
schich is essentially a duty to be undertaken
by both State and Federal Governments. I
am sure that, if this Government did under-
take the duty and showed what could be
done and should be done in this regard, the
co-operation of the Bureau of Science and
Industry would not be withheld in collecting
certain data and in engaging in certain
research work in the matters to which I
have referred.

Before I conclude, I want o say that since
we last met the dental clinic has gone out
into the West, and I think we ought to pay
a tribute—I personally pay my tribute
to the Department of Public Instruction for
the inauguration of that service. Unfor-
tunately, there are not many dentists in the
VWost—I can mention a dozen places where
they are absent—nevertheless the children
in the West have a right to have their teeth
properly attended to. I am more than
gratified with the institution of that travel-
ling dental clinie, and I hope that the
Minister will long allow it to remain 1in
the western areas of our State, where it 1s
doing such very excellent work for the people
of those areas. I consider it is one of the
best moves by the Department of Public
Instruction of recent vears, and I certainly
desire to add my meed of commendation to
the Minister and his officers who were respon-
sible for the institution of this service.

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer): At the outset I
dosire to express my pleasure ab the appoint-
ment of Sir John Goodwin as Governor of
Queensland. 1 feel sure that, when His
Tixcollency has gained a knowledge of the
State and its resources, he will emulate his
predecessor, and, when he returns to the

Mr. Logan.]
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homeland, he will become another great Forest Hill alone can produce during
ambassador for the State of Queensland.

The hon. member for Barcoo has referred in the

largely to the pastoral industry. I agree
with him to a very large extent, because I
know full well that any decrease in our
exports by the diminution of the wool supply
will mean a very disastrous blow to Quecns-
land. Spezking earlicy in the debute, the
Seeretary for Agriculture stated that the
loss in exports from Queensland for this
year would be approximately £12,000,000.
1 realise full well what that loss will mean
to Quecensland, and 1 readily realise that
thes decrease in ecirculation of the proceeds
from those exports will mean a consider-
able amount of tronble to the State. Whilst,
perhaps, the drought has been responsible
for = considerable amount of the trouble in
tho pastoral industry, still to a certain extent
the Government have not extended to that
industry all that it might have done. I
wish hon. members on both sides to under-
stand thoroughly that I have no ulterior
motive beh the remarks I am about to
meake, and I sincerely hope that they will
endeavour t dedues from my remarks that
which I desire to impart. In this House I
represent cite of the finest agricultural dis-
{ State of Queensland, and I

s

tricts In th
kuow that the district is capable of produc-
ing folder for a big portion of the State,
if the district is properly treated and cared
for. It secins exiraordinary to me that at
the prosent tine in the Lockyer district we
bFave not one single scheme for the conserva-
tion of fodder to encourage the farmers to
produes a surplus of that commedity which
is so much needed in pastoral districts as feed
for starving stock. I have on different occa-
sions made inquiries as to whether or not the
Lockyer Crack could be weired for irriga-
tica purposes, and I have been astounded
to ascertain on each occasion that the Irri-
gotion Commissioner has no control over
Lockyer Creck, as the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board has control over
that grea. On looking up the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Act I find that
is not altogether correct, and the Govern-
ment would be well advised to endeavour,
throught the . Irrigation Department, to do
something which would encourage greatst
production of fodder in the Lockyer district
for use in other parts of the Statc.

intend to quote some figures in connection
with the town in which I live—TForest Hill—
to give hon. members some idea of what the
soil can produce without water, and to indi-
cate how the crops can be kept growing
with a little irrigation. We have passed
through abnorinal seasons, but with a little
water we could produce very heavy quan-
tities of fodder which could be made avail-
able for use by pastoralists and other people
throughout the Stata. The figures supplied
to me by the station-master at Forest Hill
front the records of the station show that
for twelve months ended 3lst July of this
year, althourh only four to five months of
the prricd were mormal because of the
drought, 8,411 tens of produce were des-
patched, bringing in £7,057 in revenue to
the  Railvay Department. The biggest
month duaring that period was May, in which
1,772 tons of goods were handled, bringing
in £1,141. In the first week in August more
than €00 tons of produce left Forest Hill for
various parts of Queensland. I have quoted
those figures to show what a little centre

[Mr. Logan.

the farmers thers could havae
r output three or four fold. I
sm not diseussing this matter from a ¥orest
11i}l point of vicw, but from the point of
ciew of Leckver and other ceufres which
wenld benefit to the same degree as Forest
ITill. The Governmant have expressed them-

ns #x devirous of helping the fa . and
‘ ane direetion in which that help can
¢ » If one quarter of rthat sum

ended on fodder outside the State were
expended in the construction of yweirs on
Lockver Creek, it would obviate the need
for that fodder being brought over the
berder.

Mr. CoLnins:
i kvwman irrig

3y, LOGAYW: The hon. gentleman is not
sinvere in his endesvour to help thes: people
who roquire fedder.  All fodder requirements
for drought stricken areas can be pro-
duced in the Lockyer district if facilities for
water are made. 1 had the opportunity of
visiting the Theodere area, and 1 have no
desire to decry the land in that svea. 1
bolieve that under irrigation reasonable crops
cin be produced there: but from my know-
ledes of roil I am rather doubtful whather
lucerne-srowing will be a suceess on that soil.
Y «m of opinion that, when the
been planted with lucerve and irriga
ihere hes been -a good downfall of rain, the
tap roots of the luecerne will rot owing to_the
nature of the soil. It has been proved inm
the Lockver distriet that the ground can
sslke all the water that may be applied
to it without the crops of lucerne being

Remember you criticised the
ion scheme very severely.

affected. A much larger ocrop than Is
produced at preseut can be grown i the
lavmers arve given n chance.  The Govern-

ment are not develeping those areas in the
ne¢ that they should be developed. I am
aware that the farmers do not desire at the
present time to create a surplus of lucerne
or any other commodity, because it would
render the crop unprofitable to grow, and,
consequartly, not worth their while to grow
it. because there is no market for the
surplus.  Nevertheless, from the experience
visit to the West, I am convinced that
o svshem of co-operation between the
i.ti and the preducers In the Lockyer,
« pessible to grow all the fodder required
in that arca if some schome of finance assur-
ing the growers of a payable price for their
commodity were evolved by the pastoraiists.
Tha scheme is a big one, but it is worth while
cousidering. I bolieve that such a scheme
esuld be evolved with advantage to the pro-
ducer ». For many years the
Cave o givon  consideration fo
woate rvation for the regular produciion
1l the farmers under a
sredit schemo, but up to the presc
hus done. In view eof
dreughts  in Quecnsland,  some
v should be made in the dircetion I
ted out in the district whick I have

the pleasure to represznt.

heen
s

I would just like to mention. in passing,
that I have bhecen told that the Irrigation
Cemmissioner has no power to enter upon
any water conservation scheme In  the
T.ockver district because of the restrictions
in the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Acts Amendment Act of 1821
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Section 3 of this Act shows that the Lockyer
district does not come within the operations
of this Act, conscquently it is reasonable
that the Government should do something
on the watercourses I have mentioned.
Section 3 reads—

“Sochon 7 of the principal Act is
and the following section is
ins mte\l in lieu thereof :—

(7) The district of the board shall be
the orea comprised within the boun-
daries for the time being of the under-
mentioned  electoral districts (or part
thereof), the boundaries whereof (with
the exreption of those districts the
bounday whercof remained unal-
cre duly prooldimed
e’ dated the first day of August,

: thouwnd nine hundred ‘and twenty-
o.le, grouped into the undermentioncd
divisions of the district, that is to say:—

Brisbane division of the district—
Brishane,
Fortitude Valley,
Merthyr, and
Paddington.
South Brishane
trict—
Bulimba,
Buranda,
Kurilps,
){arce
le(,V
Soath Briskane, and
W ynnum, electoral division of
cgan.

division of the dis-

Western division of the district—
Enoggera
Fassiforn,
Ithaca, and
Toowong.

>

Northern division of the district—

Murrumba,
Nundah,
Starnley,
Toombul, and
Windsor.
The said distriet shall be ealled the

Metropolitan  Water  Supply and
Sawerage District, and th.s Act shall
extend and apply "thereto.”

There i3 no mention in  that of the
Lockyer, snd I put it to the Government
that, if’ thov are desirous of helping the

pasioramts ‘who have been in difficulties,
it is their duty to establish a properly
irrigated arca in the Lockyer district. By
this means a fodder supply would be avail-
able in times of stress, and it seems to me
that the Government are showing neglect
in not formuliting some such scheme, We
have pussed thronsh a severe drought and,

so far as my district is concerned, it was
found necessarry to buy fodder from over
the border, as lucerne was not grown by

the farmers in excess of their own personal
Lequudnunts 1 ask the Government to
take this matter seriously in hand, not only
in the interests of the “people of Lockyer,
but in the intercsts of the people of Quecns-
land, with a visw to fodder being available

in times of nocessity.

I desire fo refer to another matter in
which the ao‘o rnment have not dealt fairly
with the people of my electorate. I have
no desire to wield the parish pump, but
certain things have been turned down by
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the Government to which I must take
strong exception in the interests of the
people whom I represent. Some two or

three years ago an attempt was made by
the people of Laidley to acquire electric
light, and some difficuity was experienced
in getting the Government to guarantee a
loan. The amount of capital involved was
£8,000 or «£9,000, and it was found that
the tax on the people of the benefited area,
uddefl 10 the rates they were already pay-
ing, was more than they could carry. At
a lat r period a private company offered
1o imstall a lig rhtm'f scheme for the whole
of  the .JO(’lxyel‘ district, the amount of
money required for that scheme being
approximately £30,000. We approached the
Secretary for Public W orks, and a fortnight
hefere doing so I gave the hon. gentkman
a copy of the agr“emcnt in connection with
the madtter, 1n order that he might obtain
the advice of his electrical experts on the
proposal. When a deputsation appronehed the
ster they were met with a refusal of
ascistance. the hon. gontleman stating that
it was against the poliey of the Government
'rw allow private companies to operate.

Shame !

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
i+ no shame about it.

Ar. LOGAN: The action of the Govern-
ment on that occasion showed a disinclina-
tion to encourage the introduction of new
rioney into the State, because the compuny
I am refrrring to was a New South Walis
one which was operating in many places in
that State. As a matter of fact, 1t extended
an invitation to the Minister to inspect some
of 113 optelpusr‘s but I do not know whether
the hon. gentleman acceotod the invitation.

OpPOSITION MEMBERS :
There

The SECRETARY TOR PuBLIc WORKS: I have
enough worry with the private companies
hat urs now operating.

v, LOGAN: A private company was pre-
.,med to expend approximately £30,000, and
ve a guarantee to the Gov cornment that
local labour would be employed, that a
-ospectus would be issued in the ‘district,
(.n(‘ if 11*9 local people were prepared to
ake up shares in the company, they would
ir: given an oppertunity to do so. I am
sorry to say thers was a good
[2.30 p.m.] deal of uncmployment existing
at the time, as there is to-day.
That company was mcpared to light the
towas in the Lockyer district at the low
rate of 11d. per unit for lighting, and at a
cor=iderably lower rite than that for power
and other purposes. The Minister and his
ciginoer agreed that it wus a good offer.
Personally, while the ceputation was wait-
ing on the m'nxnt(r I asked the engineer
if he could sce any objection to that agree-
ment, and ke had to admit that there was
nothing wrong with it. I want to quote an
cminent gentleman ov the attitude of the
Government in ihis matter. At a later date
ﬂ(*}bﬂhop Duhig visited Laidley, and he
had this to say in connection with the same
scheme as reported in the * Laidley Herald”
of 26th March last—

“In commenting on local matters. the
Archbishop O\Dre”fcd surprise that the
=lectrie ‘n::‘ht scheme recently put forward
tn cerve Leidley, Forest Hill, and Gatton
had not been entertained by the Liinister,
on the ground that it was against the
policy of the Government to permit

Mr. Logan.]
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private companies to control public utili-
ties. Such a decision only added to the
disadvantages of couniry life, which was
sufficieatly dull and drab without depriv-
ing it of such a convenience by strictly
adhering to the party’s policy.

“The circumstances made all the
differcace. In conclusion, His Grace said
he hoped the difficulties would be over-
come so that the towns mentioncd might
be decently lighted and thus add gener-
ally to the comfort of living.”

I mention these things because the present
Government are always claiming that they
have advanced the interests of every district
in the State; and I want to say that in my
district we have received no advantages what-
ever. Flere you have a private company with
new money prepared to come from another
State and expend it in the district, employ
only local labour, adhere to any conditions
within reason which the Government like to
lay down; yet the Government, because of
their hard-and-fast policy, turn it down,

There ure several other questions to which
one might refer. One is the very burning
question of main roads. Y do not know why
1t 1%, but so far we have not had one foot of
main road laid down in the Laidley Shire,
and I would like to remind the Minister that
the people in that area contribute very largely
to the motor tax. The Secretary for Public
Works has some knowledge of what the roads
are, as recently he visited the district.

The SEORETARY FOR PuUBLIC WoRKS: They
arc not roads at all; they are only tracks.

Mr. LOGAN: The roads are in a very
bad state, and I complain that nothing has
been done by the Main Roads Cfommissioner
in the Laidley Shire. I enter my emphatic
protest against the attitude of the Main
Roads Commissioner in not giving the Laid-
ley people some consideration. The road
between Brisbane and Toowoomba runs
through the Laidley Shire, and practically
every vehicle that goes to Toowoomba from
Brisbane must go through the Lockyer dis-
trict. The roads in that district have mnot
received any consideration, and I sincerely
hope that during the coming year the Minis-
ter will suggest to the Main Roads Commis-
sioner that he should give some considera-
tion to the roads in that area. Naturally,
those who are in a position to do so have
gone in for up to date methods of convey-
ance. There are quite a number of motor
trucks coming into the distriet, and I hope
that the Minister will note what I have said,
and will help us in some way to get some
of the roads attended to.

Referring again to the irrigation of the
Lockyer, T would seriously urge the Govern-
ment to consider the proposal that has been
made. I am quite confident that with irri-
gation we could produce in that district
practically all the fodder required for
the State during drought time. At the
present time, because of the lack of water
and to some extent the exhaustion of
the soil owing to the length of time
lucerne has been grown, the lucerne has not
grown_as vigorously as it did when the land
was virgin soil, and to-day it requires some

. assistance, and water would help us con-
siderably. The soil will take all the water
you are likely to give it. Not only would
the farmers on the banks of the creck be able
to irrigate, but, as the banks of the creek
are higher than the land on either side, it is

[Mr. Logan.
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possible to bring the water quite long dis-
tances on to the flat country. I am sorry
that the Secretary for Agriculture was not
here when I mentioned that scheme.

The  SECRETARY TOR  AGRICULTURE: I
reseived a deputation on the subject.

Mr. LOGAN: That was a water supply
scheme for the town. 1 have been advocat-
ing this other scheme for irrigation purposes,
and I am satisied that it could be made
to serve a very large arca. If the Minister
and the Government would give serious
consideration to the suggestion 1 have made
1 am satistied they would not find a better
scheme from any point of view, and, for
the sake of the whole district and the State
generally, it would be a good scheme for
the Government to investigate.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Are you
speaking of the scheme that we should bring
under the migration agreement?

My, LOGAN: T am not. The people in
that locality have been having a bad time
through the drought. I quite realise what 1s
being done in the Theodere district, and I
know the conditions of the people in need
of fodder adjacent to that area. I sincerely
hope that it proves to be a success.

I have nothing to say in regard to the
strike. There are others better able to say
what should be said than I, and I merely
wish to say that I decidedly hope that tho
irouble has terminated—not for a short time,
but for a long period. It has been a source
of great regret to me and many others that
these industrial troubles continually arise.

Mr. CoLiins interjected.

3r, LOGAN: The hon. member who has
just interjected, unfortunately, does not seem
to appreciate the other fellow’s point of view,
Personally, I would like to say that 1
appreciate the worker’s point of view as
well as the other man’s point of view, and,
if anything is needed in this country it is
co-operation betwcen labour and capital.

Mr. Coruixs: They made enough capital
out of the war.

Mr. LOGAN: TUntil hon. members ges
down to a serious realisation of the needs of
both sides of this question, we cannot have
co-operation and real progress. Personally,
I believe in holding the scales of justice
with an even hand so that everybody has
an equal chance.

Mr. O'KEEFE (Chillagoe) : Before
addressing myself to the question before the
House, I take the opportunity of congra-
tulating the mover and seconder of the
Address in Reply, and also the hon. member
for Balonne upen being clected to thiy
Chamber., I also take the opportunity of
congratulating His Excellency the Governor
on his appointment to the high office he holds
in this State. Although I do not subscribe
to the method of the appointment, still he
holds the office, and I am prepared to say
that he will be an acquisition to the State,
more especially on account of his high
training in the medical profession and the
great 1Intersst hc has taken in cancer
rexcarch,

There are several members on both sides
of this Chamber who up to the present time
have been unable on account of illness to
attend this session, but I hope it will not
e long before they are well enough to take
their places here again. (Hear, hear!)
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1 listened with pleasure to the portion of
the GQGovernor’s Speeeh d.ealing with the
Uiovernment policy in regard to the health of
the children of the State. His Excellency
stated that, in 1926, 41,000 were medically
cxamined, and the departmental dentists
cxamined 42,000 children. I am satisfied
that every hon. member will be pleased with
the policy which the Government have pur-
sued in safeguarding the health of the chil-
dren; but the menticn of the subject brings
to my mind the belief that the Government
should go a little further in this direction,
particularly in the case of children whose
male parents are suffering from that dreaded
disease, miner’s phthisis. When one calls to
mind the assistance which the Government
have given to the injured workers in the
State undar the workers’ compensation system,
then it s2ems to me that the amount of money
given in cascs where the breadwinner is suf-
fering from miner’s phthisls is insufficient, as
the children are suffering from a handicap.
They are brought into the world at a disad-
vantage compared with the children whose
pavents are more healthy. This means that
larger sums of money have to be expended on
food and clothing for the more unfortunate
children to give them an equal chance with
those born in better circumstances. Last
seasion the Workers’ Compensation Act was
awended so that a single man could receive
£2 1Es, per week and a married man with a
family up to £4 53, per week when injured;
but a safferer from miner’s phthisis receives
only £1 per week—in many instances only
10s.—and that applies also to the married
men.  Again, the total amount of compen-
saticn payable fo a person suffering from
rainer's phthisis is £480, whereas the amount
payable to an injured worker under the
general scheme is £750 for permanent inca-
pacitation. The amount paid under the
gencral scheme is paid in a lump sum, but
in the case of mincr’s phthisis the amount is
paid by weekly instalments. I hope the
Government will see their way clear to rectify
the anomaly, and place the sufferers from
winer’s phthisis ¢n cxactly the same footing
ax others injured in industry, That is the
irast we can do for those who have risked
their lifoc and limbs in the mining industry
of the Stete. We cannot expect any great
change in the policy of the Government in
that direction on account of the present finan-
cial stringency; but I sincerely hope that the
Government will see their way clear to extend
further assistance to these unfortunate fami-
Hies by placing the injured breadwinner under
the general scheme of workers’ compensation.
Such workers have absolutely earned the
right to be placed on the same footing as
any other injured worker. We must bear in
mind that most of these men who arc stricken
with miner’s phthisis are men who were born
in our country, or at least have been many
vears working in the industry in Queensland;
but under the gemeral scheme of compensa-
tion a worker need be only twelve months or
less in our country to be entitled to full
compensation as an injured worker. '

I wish to congratulate the Secretary for
Public Lands on the generous and business-
like way in which he met the needs of the
returned soldiers on the Atherton Tableland.
During the past twelve months many matters
have been brought under my notice, includ-
g the claim by some of the settlers tha
they had less than a living area. These facts
were placed before the Minister by myself,

1927—n
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and I desire to express to him my gratifica-
tion and the gratification of the settlers for
the manner in which he dealt with the
matter. In every instance the hon. gentle-
man endeavoured to rectify any trouble that
existed, and to my knowledge in all cases he
has allowed the settlers to acquire additional
areas in order to make good.

At the present time a maize pool is in
existence on the Atherton Tableland, and as
a result of that pool the growers of maize are
cnjoying a greater measure of prosperity
than would otherwisc have been the casc.
The farmers in that area have bevome recon-
ciled to the system of pooling, and during
my last visit to that portion of the electorate
they expressed a wish that maizegrowers in
other parts of the State should also adopt the
system of pooling.

That brings me to the enormous cxpensc
incurred by pastorelists during the drought
in purchasing maize to keep their sheep
alive. The prices that were paid ranged from
£20 to £30 per ton; but I venture o say
that not many of the growers recoived much
more than £8 to £10 a ton on an average.
In Atherton, where the pool 1s in existence,
the crop for last year averaged to the grower
£12 10s. per ton.

Mr. PrrersoN : The reason why such a high
price was obtained for maize was the drought
in Western Queensland, and not on account
of any act of the pool.

sr. OKEEFE: Maizegrowers in the
South sold their maize in those areas, and
it was necessary that the demands of the
Sonth should be met. These facts go to show
that a scheme not only for the conservation
of fodder but for a pooling system is abso-
lutely necessary in Queersland. I agree with
previous speakers that the facilities for the
storage of fodder, not only in Qucensland
but in other parts of Australia, are totally
inadequate. This is a problem we must face,
as a scheme of fodder conservation would be
one of the greatest insurances possible against
droaght.

While a policy of linking wmp railway
systems is desirable, a fodder conservation
scheme for Australia will tend more to solve
some of her great problems due to drought
than those links in the railway system.
suggest that the Government should take up
this matter with the Commonwealth {zovern-
ment and other State Governments. The cost
of such a scheme could be paid for by the
woolgrowers of Australia heing asked to
contribute a premium of, say, 5d. per lb. on
the wool sold.

I would also call the attention of the Secre-
tary for Public Lands to the necessity, now
that the mining industry of North Quecens-
land—with the exception of tin—is at such
a low ebb, of throwing open lands in that
part of the State to enable the people to
settle thereon., I would specially refer to
that tract of land at the back of Herberton
running right along to the Evelyn Serub in
the Ravenshoc district. I would also call
attention to six holdings in the centre of the
agricultural district in the Evelyn Scrub,
which are now held by the Forestry Depart-
ment. Five of these six blocks are denuded
of timber, and, from what I can understand
from officers of the Forestry Department,
this area is too small for the purpose of
reafforestation for which it was intended. 1
understand it requires amending legislation
in order that these lands may revert to the

Myr. O’Kecfe.]
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Crown. I hope that the Minister will take
the necessary steps to make these lands avail-
able to the people in the district. A butter
factory has been established at Ravenshoe,
but the number of suppliers is insufficicut to
malke it a profitable concern. If this land
were thrown open for selection, it would be
applied for, and the position in regard to
this factory and the district generally would
to a certaln extent be relieved. In order to
show what maizegrowing has meant to Aus-
tralia, it is only necessary to point out that
in 1823-24, 2,503,000 bushels of maize were
impoerted into  Australia. The price paid
was 4s. pisv bushel, so that the price paid
amounted to about £500,000. During 1924-25,
some moudths after the importation of this
maize, 2,500,000 bushels were exported from
Australia. The price obtained for this maize
was about 4s. per bushel, yet during that
period large numbers of steck, which repre-
seuted millions in the assets of the State,
were lost through drought in the Western
distriets.  That goes to prove that some
systen of storage Is rnecessary in order to
save the great losses which occur from time

to time. When it is considered that, in many
instances, thc farmers scll their crop at prices
less thzw ce-t of producticn, and that the

consuin=rs, who are the big and small sheep-
men of the State, have to pay from 8s. to
10s. per bushel for that fodder in times of
stress, thed it is apparent that there is some-
thing wrong. The time is opportune for this
and other State Governments to collaborate
with the Commonwealth Government in an
cndeavour to provide an adequate storage
for drought fedder as an insurance against
the enormous losses which are suffered in
times of drought.

Mr. Moore: The maizegrower got as much
as 1ls. 6d. por bushel last year under the
peol.

Mr., KBEFE: We will blame the pool
then. As I sav. a system of storage of fodder
to prevent losses in times of drought is
absolutely cssential. The money for such a
scheme can be contributed by the wool-
growers, and in this connection an imposition
of 4d. per lb. on wool grown in Australia
would be found sufficient for the initial
expenses of tho scheme.

Reference has been made in the Governor’s
Speech to the destruction of prickly-pear and
the distribution of the cochineal insect. I
had the pleasure recently of wvisiting with
the Sccretary for Railways and the hon.
member for Barcoo a pear-infested area in
the Emerald district, and what we saw there
of the splendid work of both the cochineal
insect and the worm leaves no doubt in my
mind us to the final result. Wonderful pro-
gress has been made, despite the short period
of time that the insects have been in the
district. This matter brings to my mind the
fact thut, whilsi enormous losses in sheep
arce Dbeing sustained not only in Queensland
but' in New South Wales by reason of
drouihts, other countries are using prickly-
car as fodder for stock. Whilst we are
destroving the pear. we are at the same
time destroying what I may call a fodder,
and thousands of sheep are starving for the
want of something to eat. A Southern news-
paper recertly gave prominence to the posi-
tion of tho stockowners of Texas, United
States of America, where an experiment
began twelve years ago in the direction of
using pear as a fodder in times of drought.
That experiment was so successful that the
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policy of utilising pear for feeding stock
has resulted in practically no losses being
sustained in the last ten years, although
'f'exas during that time has passed through

three severe droughts.
Myr. H. M. Russern: That is spineless
poear.

Mr. KEEFE: The particular instance
1 am quoting does not refer to spineless pear.
Not ouly have they successfully gone through
these periods of drought, but the average
carrying capacity has in many instances
beeu iucreased by 50 per cent. Many of the
Texas fariners do pothing else but cultivate
pear for conservation purposes. The pear
15 0 grown that a blowpipe can be used to
destroy the prickle. 1 remember in 1902 I
was travelling with starving stock in the
Ceontral district, and we were feeding these
shieep for nionths and months on prickly-pear.
What was our great trouble? The hon. mem-
ber for Normanby will krow, as many of the
sheep were fed In his own electorate and
around Rockhampton, that the great trouble
was on account of the prickle.
[4 p.m.] If it were not for the, prickle,
the pear would be good fodder,
and the sheep would have becn able to last
through the drought without any great losses.
tiut whilst the prickle was there, we had
no chance of coutinually feeding the sheep
on the¢ pear. I realise the great loss that
Gueensland 1s suffering at the present time
on account of the drought in the West.

No one realises the position better than
hon. members of this Chamber, and I was
vory much interestod in the report of the
Land Scttlement Advisory Board in connec-
tion with our Western lands. We shall have
an opportunity of debating this subject at
a later date, but I am satisfied thuat the
report very largely is a good one. It con-
tains valuable information in regard to what
should constitute a living arca, and I, for
cne, do not want to be misled in any way
as to the arca secleciors in the Western sheep
district should be given, We have had a
sorry experience all over Queensland in con-

nection with the settlement of returned
soldiers on too small an area. During the
last twelve months the Minister has been

rectifying the mistake that was made on the
Atherton Tableland. To-day the returned
soldiers there have a sufficient area to enable
them to make a decent living, and they are
all satisfied. So, when the Government are
launching out to cut up the vast areas falling
due, they should accept the recommendation
of the Land Settlement Advisory Board in
regard to the size of the holdings so that no
mistake will be made.

I regret very much that the Government
so far have not given any information in
regard to what they intend to do with the
great smelting plant at Chillagoe. It is now
some seven or eight months since the closure
of the Chillagoe works, which brought about
stagnation in the district. As a result,
hundreds of families are now on the bread
fine awalting the deecision of the Government
as to what they intend to do. I know what
they promised.

Mr. MAXWELL:
word.

Mr. O’KEEEFE: I am not going to shield
them in regard to those promises. 'The
Secrotary for Mines and the Premier
travelled throughout the electorate during
the elections and told those people that, if

They did not keep their
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they supported the Government candidate—
that is mysclf—the previous policy with
regard to Chillagoe would be continued. As
we 21l know, the works were continued for
a few months; but, on account of certain
things that occurred, the whole thing was
held up until a report was placed before
members of this Chamber. We have had an
opportunity of perusing that report, and 1
do not suppose there is one member of this
Houss butr will agree that it is a very bad
report. It ciposed certain things that should
never have happened there

Mr. Maxwrrr: Then the Leader of the
(ppesition was right?

Mr. O'KELFE: I want to point out that
no blame can be attached to the mining
industry on acceunt of the dizclosures con-
tained in that rcport. If the manager of
the State smelters saw fit to draw up a
tariff that was detrimental to the interests
of the State works there, thon it rested
with the Governinent to sce that he refrained
frowt putting that tariff into operation. The
report points out thet under the 60-40 tariff
it was costing the Stato 60s. per ton to treat
the ore, while they were ouly getting a
return of 14s. 6d. for it. If that is so, there
was something radically wrong. I do not
think the men in that district wanted a
tariff of that deseription. There were only
a few who were getting any benefit out of
it.  What the local pecple up there require
ave facilities for smelting their ore. In 1920
the Government saw fit to take over the
machinery, and to-day the men in the silver-
lecad industry are left absolutely stranded,
having no sors of smelter in the North of
Queensland—or in the South either, for
that matter.

Mr. Corrins: What do you suggest?

Mr. O’KEEFE: I say candidly, although
I represent the electorate, that it is impos-
sible to carry on smelting operations at the
present tima on accouut of the low market
prices. Nobody in Queensland can produce
and smelt lead when the market price 1s
only £21 or £22 a ton. At Broken Hill,
where they have every facility and up-to-date
machinery for treating the ore supplied, 1t
costs them in the vicinity of £20 per ton,
and it is absolutely impossible to carry on
operations  with  the plant we have 1n
Chillagoe. Unless we can get in the vicinity
of £28 or £30 per ton, we cannot produce
lead in Quecnsland. When the Government
decided to close Chillagoe, the market value
was £28 up to £30 per ton. The excuse
that is made now is the state ¢f the market.
I will not take that as an excuse. A definite
promise was made to these people by the
Premier, who himself only last week
cmphasised the point to the members on this
side that he made definite promises to the
people of Queensland that no outside wunion
would govern the country—and I stand
behind him so far as that is concerned—and,
if that is sound in that case, then I say 1t
is up to the hon. gentleman to make good
his promise to the people of Chillagoe, and
that the least the Government can do is
to purchase the ores which are already at
grass and treat them. They can please them-
sclves as to what they do afterwards. Bur
they left these people stranded without one
day’s notice. I s¢e that the mover of this
Address in Reply, the hon. member for
Rockhampton, made a complaint against
the Lake’s Creck meatworks management
for doing the rame thing—and I say it is
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not different at all from what the Uovern-
ment have dore to the people of Chillagoe:
and the least they should do now is to
make geod this promise and give them a
- ¢clean-up.”” There are men who are absolu-
tely dependent on this industry, who have
been waiting for the last seven months for
tiie Governnient te get this report and bring
the plant down to a certain standard, sc
that it would nct be called upon to bear the
large lesses which the State has shouldered
in the lust few years, and to give them
ome facilitics to treat their ores. I wang
to draw the attention of the Mouse to the
fact that the Premier did make a definite
statement on this questien. Speeking of the
Chillagoe pusition last November, as reported

on page 1631 of “* Hausard,” he said—
“There is a big d:strict there with, no
doubt, unlimited metal resources, out

whether they are in payable guantities
or not I do not know. The policy of
pioviding a means of smelting by ruu-
ning the spielters for a short period of
the year snd giving the ore forsicker or
miner an opportunity of developing small
shows, which may eventually turn out
big ones, will be pursued by the Govern-
ment; but it must be done with the
enterprise running as it should run as a
small concern without any great loss tc
the taxpayer.

“ilr, (PKeefe: That is all we want.

“The Previer : That is as far as I am
prepared to go.”

I say that was a definite statcment, irre-
spective of the promises which were made on
the platform during the by-election. The
least the Government can do, seecmg that
they took the business over from private
cuterprise, 1s to give these men a * clean-up.”
They have no right to leave them stranded
with their families, Even if they lose money,
that is a duty they owe to that portion of
the State and the taxpayers of the State,
aud they can adopt another course afier-
wards,

The Auditor-Gencral in his report last year
stated in regard to Chillagoe that a certain
asset was not there. That was one of the
things that brought about this inquiry. On
the floor of this House I stated that 1 did
not believe it, although it came from the
Auditor-General. I had my own opinion
about the Gircfla mine, and I made it my
business to visit that mine a few months
ago. I make the definite statement on the
floor of this Chamber that the very ore-body
purchased by the Government still exists in
the Girofla mine, I saw it fully 20 feet
wide and as long, and you could put a pick
into any pw#vt of that stope, where I am told
by men working in the industry who have
had a very long experience the ore is 20
per cent.

Mr. Tavror: Do you say that the Auditor-
General said that it did not exist?

Mr. OKEEFE: Yes. He said that certain
assets did not exist, and that is why I claim
that he did not know, because he had not
visited the place in order to secure that
information. The ove-body «till exists there,
and I wonld lLike to know the resson it has
not been mined. I would like to krow why
the Glovernment closed up the whole industry
merely bcecause there was something wrong
with the management. The men in the mine
to-day have no tenure over the mine, but are

Mr. O°Keefe.]
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simply working there ab the will of the
{Government.

ITon. W,
vory  serious charge
General.,

Mr. OKEETFTE: I am not making a scrious
charge against him at all. T am saying that,
when he made a report to this House, he
said that these asscts did not exist, T say
that they do exist, and I invite any investiga-
tion by, the Sc‘crotary for Mines into the
matter, and, if he wishes to visit the district,
I am prepared to accompany him and show
him what I have scen, in order to back up
my statement to-day.

Mr. G. P. Bamxes:
mly by results.

Mr., OKEEFRK: The results are there In
the hoppers.  There are 300 to 400 tons of
ore taken out of this stope that I have
mentioned lying in the hoppers to-day await-
ing treatment. Thire wes a grest rush to
the Western districts to see how the blg chap
was gitting on with his wool; but why did
not hon, members go to sec how the litile
chap was getting on in the mining industry?
In 1921 the Auditor-Genceral in his report
drew the attentica of Parliament to what
inuation of the policy of smelting at
¢ meant to the distrizt, That was
i wise recommendation, and I cannot under-
~iznd why the wnolc mduﬁtly should suffer
hecause Qomobodv who was placed in charge
did the wrong thing. The fact remains that
fhat ore-body exists to-day, and, according to

raports on various parcels takcn out, it will
uverage 14 per cent. That is what tho books
would show, aithough the men working there
claim ihot it is 20 per cent, ore. For the
sake of argument, I am prep alod to say that
the ore is 14 por cent. orve; but why was that
mine carried on for years under State control
and this ore-body not worked ? That Is what
I want to know, and I want to know, with
that oro-body existing to-day, what prevents
the Government from continuing the policy
of smelting ores for these people in a small
way? No one has ssked, and I have never
advorated since I have been a member of
this House, that the Government should lose
large sums of money on Chillagoe. No
reasonable man, whether he be a member of
Parliament or not, would do so. Business is
business, But thers are men up there to-day
who are quite prepared to pay the full charge
of smelting and railage on ore if the Govern-
ment will come to their assistance.

Mr. CorLINs: Is the plant up-to-date?

~ Mr. OKEEFE : The Minister tells me that
it is not up-to-date, but I know that there
is sufficient machmery to make it up-to-date
in a emall was for the benefit of the district
and to the satisfaction of all. If the Govern-
ment decide definitely that they will not
reopen Chillagoe, then I ask that they make
available porhons of that plant to the people
who arc working in that district.

Mr. Moore: They cannot do that,
. Mr. O’KEEFE: They can do that.
is nothing that camnot be done.

Mr, Moore: The Secretary for Mines was
unnoved when Y suggested it. He ¢“flew off
the handle.”

Mr. O'KEEFT : Then we shall gwe him an
opportunity of *“ flying off the handle” again.
So long as he does the right thing, it does
not matter who “ flies off the handle.”” The

[Myr. O’Kcefe.

11. Barxes: You are making a
against the Auditor-

That can be proved

There
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hon. gentleman ‘‘ flew off the handle’ when
he was going round the Chillagoe electorate
looking for the scat.

Mr. Moore: I was giving you cncourage-
ment.

Mr. O'KEEFE: Even the hon. member’s
friend the ‘ Courier’ is going for him
to-day.

Mr. Moore: What about the “ Standard ™’
going for you? (Laughter.)

O'KEERE: Therc is sufficient machin-
01y at Chillugoe to meet the requirements
of the dis trict without incurring any loss to
the State. If the Government have decided
to do no further work at Chillagoe, then they
can allow that machinery to be taken to dif-
ferent parts of the district. There are hun-
deeds of tons of ore awaiting tloatment at
Mungana right at the seat of mining. The
least thing that the Government can do in
that event is to send a small furnace there
in 01dej that this ore can be treated. I had
the pleasure of seeing at thut centre two new
mines being opened up ard worked at Red-
cap. The ore being mined is of a high
grade.

Mr. Moore: Is that onc of the mines the
Government bought?
Mr. OKBEEFE: I am sorry that it was not

one of them. The ore is not sufficiently high
grade to be sent out of Quecnsland for treat-

ment. T}m same positicn exists at Irvine-
bank. A large parcel of high-grade orc has
been placed on the tramline there to be sent

away to be smelted. If the Government do
pot intend to envage in further smelting
operations at Chillagoe, this ore will be sent
out of the State. and alrcady negotiations
are being finalised in Brisbane to “this end.
‘That is a nice state of affairs! We advocate
that our raw products should be treated and
manufactured in this State; yet here is an
instance where miners arc compelled to send
ore cut of the State for trcatment at great
loss, not only to the State, but to the workers
as well.

I would direct attention to the fact
that, notwithstanding the Government bave
incurred Iarge losses at Chillagoe, and more
than they really should have done in mining
and smelting operations, a considerablo
amount of money has becen collected by the
State there from the mining industry.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: They want it all.

Mr. OKEEFE: The prospects of mining
to-day in North Quebnchnd have never looked
so bright. With a view to dredging for tin
in the future, companics are pro&pectmg for
tin all over the Iilerberton mining field, in
the Riount Molloy district, and at Mount

Jarbine. The inspector of mines at Mareeba
showed me samples of tin won from those
districts, and I have not the slightest doubt
what the futurc results will be.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Crders,

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
specch of the hon. member for Chillagoe
seoms to confirm the impression I have had
in my mind that this, the second ses:ion of
the twenty-fourth Parliament of Queensland,
will go down in history as thc session of
Parliament when congratulations and com-
merdations were sung, and when many con-
demnations were uttered. That will be the
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noted fact of the history of the time. Never,
certainly during my experience in Parlia-
ment, and never outside for that matter,
have we found more confirmation of the
statement I have just made. Who can call
to mind hon. members on the other side
exercising a free hand, not only in congratu-
lating, but in condemning, the Govern-
ment? After a speech such as we have just
listened to, one naturally asks what ails the
Government? We on this side can readily
answer that question, because there are many
diseases which have been inherited by the
Government, now in a state of decrepitude,
which need attention to a marked extent.
However, I am very pleased to join in some
of the congratulations and commendations. I
congratulate the mover and seconder on the
way they handled their subject-matter. Hon.
members will agree with me that their task
was a difficult one, but it scemed to me that
their acrobatic style seemed to aid the hon.
member for Eacham in particular, who cer-
tainly achieved a very fine end and purpose.
At any rate, he was worth listening to. We
are not concerned so much with the differ-
ences of opinion on the opposite side of the
House. It is amusing sometimes to see that
they exist. I suppose they know that they
are quite genuine. Hon. members who have
expres:ed themselves seemingly believe what
they said: but it is a pity that on a certain
occasion they did not divide the House so
that the country might have known where
they were. Never in history—and indeed not
alone so far as this House is concerned—has
the fact that I have mentioned been so
marked the world over. Notice has been
taken; commendations have been made; con-
gratulations extended; so that I think I may
fairly come to the conclusion which I have
drawn.

At 4.25 p.m.,

The CHaRMAY oF Comwmrrrees (Mr. Pollock,
Gregory) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I support them
further in the congratulations extended on
the appointment of the Governor. Even in
that connection hon. members on the other
side were acrobatic. They had scarcely
expressed their pleasure at the appointment
and had scarcely completed their reference to
Sir Matthew Nathan when they linked the
matter up in some fashion or other with the
appointment of local Governors. They came
to the conclusion finally that, when these men
returned to Britain after their term of office,
they served the country as ambassadors. That
is what members on this side of the House
have been saying all along; and it is pleasing
to find hon. members on the Government side,
when they speak from the bottom of their
hearts, indicate that they are somewhat in
accord with our idea that the right thing
for the country is the appointment of
Gover‘r.lors from abroad, in that it is the
only link that many people have with the
motherland.

It is only right to go a little further in
the way of congratulations, and I do so
sincerely when I congratulate the Lieutenant-
Gove?nor, the Hon. William Lennon, on the
pleasing and acceptable dignity which he
displayed on a very special occasion recently
—the same may be said of the Government,
the m_eplbers of which rose to that occasion—
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of York.
I can assurc them that, generally speaking,
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their attitude was universally appreciated.
(Hear, hear!)

Congratulations are also due to the Govern-
ment in connection with the Land Settle-
ment Advisory Roard, the report of which
body has recently been presented to Parlia-
ment. 1 am nob quite sure that the report
will be quite in keeping with the opinions
of hon. members on the other side, but it
certainly does endorse the views of hon.
mombers on this side. The report will show
the Government that they have not been
acting too wisely in their past legislation
in connection with the pastoral industry and
in their treatment of pastoral_ists. generally.
The report may not be satisfying to the
Government in that respect; but, at any
rate, they arc to be commended for having
initiated the board which has produced a
report of such a high character.

Proceeding a step further, 1 congratulate
the Government on the news now to hand
regarding the operations of the oil bore at
Roma. The information is most gratifying,
and one can only hope that the optimism of
the Secretary for Mines will be fully realised.
T suggest to the Minister concerned that, if
oil in payable quantities is discovered, the
proceeds therefrom, after providing for the
cost of production and I:efundxng amounts
paid by the Treasury, might be earmarked
in payment of the public debt.
[4.30 p.m.] T can quite conceive that, if we

strike oil at all, it will be &
mighty thing for Queensland, It 1s not @
big stretch of the imagination to believe
that Queensland might indeed have her debt
paid 1n that way.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic WoRKS: We
send a million a year to America for oil.

Mr. PerErsON: And a large amount for
timher, too.

Mr. G. P. BARNES : The amount is simply
enormous, and no gold mine either at, Mount
Morgan or anywhere else will equal what
the discovery of oil in Queensiand would
mean to the State.

I congratulate the Government again in
connection with the settlemént of the strike.
I am not going to say too much on this
question; but I do say that we are glad that
it is at an end. Personally, I do not think
it should ever have arisen. It had no right
10 be a disturbing factor in connection with
our life at South Johnstone for the best
part of three months before action was taken
We recognise that immediately the troubie
spread action was taken. That we have got
out of the trouble is something. The matter
may have been staged fairly well for the
public and for the world generally, and a
very fine thing may have been done; but 1
for one claim that there was no need for the
position to have reached the extreme stage
that it did, and I doubt if the Government
were wise in dismissing the whole of the
railway servants at that juncture as they did.
1 make bold to say that, if the railwaymen
had had indicated fo them that certain things
would obtain on a given day if those ready
to accept those conditions turned up to their
work, the men would have been loyal to the
Government, and there would have been no
stoppage of the service whatsoever. I know
that I am not on the inside of things; but.
having a fair knowledge of the railwaymen
from the highest to the lowest, I believe the
whole of the railway servants of Queensland
are a fine body of men, and I object to those

Mr. G. P, Barnes.]
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men being dismissed and being made
“black,” as it were. The great majority of
those men never had an opportunity given
them to say whether they would turn up to
their duty or nol. That opportunity should
have been given. and they need not have
been branded. Tou do not help to create
an efficient and satisfied service by treating
men in that way. It was a very great
blunder in any -wayv to alicnate the sympa-
thies of the railwaymen at this juncture
An opportunity to continue dutv should
have Deen given to those men The loyal
men of the sorvice certainly would have
turred up and done their duty, as naturally
would have been expected of them. I main-
tain, further, that the men who signed on
and did not afterwards withdraw their signa-
tures should have becn treated from the date
they signed on as servants of the Govern-
ment. Bv so doing the Government even
now will bring honour upon themselves, and
will holp to rectify the wrong that was done
to a vory fine body of men as a result of the
general dismissal of the whole of the rail-
wav servants of Quecnsland. Again I say
1 was not behind the scencs, and I am not
acquainted with every move that has taken
place; but it certainly appears to me. look-
ing at it from a business point of view,
that, in order to preserve the best possible
feelinz  between employer and employee,
what I have indicated would have been the
right thing to do. XKnowing the disparity
of opinton which exists in these matters,
ons cannot understand altogether how the
Premior has come to agree with hon., mem-
bers on this side. We are out all the time
for constitutional government; we are out
to rule. I maintain that the Government of
the country should own itself, just as an
individual should own himself, and this
Government has not been owning itself. We
have onlr to cast our memories back to tha
events of the past to realise that. The
Government has not owned or controlled
things as it should have done. and all these
unions and organisations of unions and
affiliations of unions are largely the creation
of the Government. Ministers themselves
have made the trouble thev have met; but
apparently they have seen the errvor of their
wavs and have put their foot down, saying,
“This i= to go on no longer; we are going
to rule.” Tt is not only something that is
going to be felt in Queensland, but something
thot 15 geing to be world wide in its
infleence, and I commend them for if. 1
hope thev will not retract one inch. This
is not onlv the feeling of the Premier. I
apy sure every member on this side of the
Chamber was glad to understand that it
was not the Premier’s decision alone but that
the Government as a whole were in it.

The SECRETARY TFOR  AgRICULTORE: You
ware never in any doubt about that, were
you ?

3r. G. P. BARNES: There was some
doubt about it, beecause no action was taken
till the Premier returned.

The SE RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : When did
it occur?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That doubt has been
dissipated, and the Premier must be relieved
in that eonnection. The hon. gentleman laid
it down in these words—

*“The Government is determined that
the instruction of the Commissioner for
Railways must be carried out by our
railway emplovees, and persistence of

TMr. G. P. Barnes.
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the Australian Railways Union in defying

those instructions can only bring disaster

to all concerned.”
That is only what has been said in other
places. 1My, J. H. Thomas, in addressing
the railwavmen in FEngland, said the very
same thing. At the National Union of Rail-
waymen Cenferencs he reminded the prople
of ‘the numerous difficulties ahead in these
words-—

“ It was no good approaching these
in a soctional sclfish spirit. There was
ro doubt of the serious condition of the
country. Labour must play a big part
in building industries, development, wel-
fare. and social life. I do not propose
ta allow mv poliey or the policy of the
National Union of Railwaymen to be
dictated to or influenced by cutside hodies
whatover, whether they are called the
minority movoment of this country or the
saviours of anv other country. The rail-
ways arc capable of doing their own
busine=s in their own way, and I intend
to lead in that direction.”

Therc you have a man many thousands of
miles away holding similar sentiments to
those held by hon. members on the other
ide taking a similar stand in regard to
the course of action which should be followed.

It is cxtraordinary to notice that in_the
(lovernor’s Specch there is just a slight
rofcrence to finance and the fact that the
deficit for the year is so large. Before
dealing with the question in any way, I
must say that it strikes me as singular that
it chould take the Government so long as
fwelve vears to realise the blunders they
have made. I am referring now specifically
to the blunders made in the encouragement
of out<ide orranisations, which have posed as
superior to the Government and which have
exorcised their influence against them.
How the Government could remain oblivious
to the position and the injury done by their
actions must baffle all of us. It has baffled
us for a long time.

Queensland has produced on the Labour
side some strong men; but how is it that
these strong men should have taken longer
to see the error of a certain force of action
than has been the case with others in the
South. I refor to men like Mr. W. M.
Hughes, M.ILR. the late Mr. Kidston,
Senator Pearce, Sir Joseph Cook, and many
others. They were no time in realising the
fart that the track they were trying to travel
the wrong one, but our people have
talcen twelve years to realise the mistake.

Mr. HARTLEY : It took £25.000 to convince
3Ir. Hughes that he was on the wrong track.

Mr. . P, BARNES: He was on the right
track long before receiving the £25,000.
People like Mr. Hughes and Mr. leman
found that they had to yleld to the circum-
stances which responsibility involved. Let us
hope that we have not seen the end of these
changes, and that the recommendations of
the Land Settiement Advisory Board will be
carried out. If they are, then there will be
a big change in comparison with past
administration, though we are getting used
to it. You see a turn of the tide in connec-
tion with State enterprises and things of that
kind—the undoing of things.

The hon. member for Chillagoe just now
dwelt largely on the question of the, Chilla-
goo smelters. The fact that nothing Is being
done now really suggests that something that

Was
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was done was all wrong, and there has been
« complete change in the matter. All these
things are evidence that during the past
twelve years regard to the people’s patrimony
has not been considered as 1t should have
been. Experiments, extravagance, and
inability to grip and handle matters of
finance are evidenced at every turn. We
were told by Ministers opposite in the carly
days, * Finance is the test of government.”
I remember seeing how the pamphlet in
which they propounded that doctrine was
broadcast throughout the land by the leaders
of the party. 1t is true that finance is the
test of government. It is correct to say that
the right and just handling of money is the
basis of ail modern government, and no
Government is going to last long that does
not act with that kind of inspiration, From
the very jump, since Labour came into
power, the finances of the country commenced
1o go to pieces, and every year down to the
present time has confirmed my statement that
the position of the finances is the result of
their maladministration. The late Auditor-
Genceral confirms my statement. I know that
he seemingly wearled somewhat towards the
end of his term. He allowed facts to speak
for thems¢lves, and did not expand his
thoughts in any particular direction. 1
suppose he imagined that reiterating the
trath should be sufficient for anyone who had
the mind to read.

The Governor in his opening Speech said
that the deficit of £343,166 was the result
of the effects of the drought on railway
receipts.  Inspection shows that there is no
reason why there should be this deficiency.
The revenue for last year was £548,000
greater than the revenuc for 1926. Taxation
increased by  £398,000; ecstimates were
excceded by £287,340; and - the interest
received from local authorities was £167,753
in excess of the amount received in 1926.
The deficit was caused by the absence of the
excrcise of that control that secures efficiency
and economy, as promised by the Treasurer.
It is marvellous how the country has stood
the ever-growing expenditure and the ever-
increasing revenue. Whatever be the amount
of revenue, it malkces no difference. Always
more i3 wanted. In 1914-15 the revenue
received was £7,202,658. Why, the railway
receipts alone exceed that amount to-day.
The general revenue for last year totalled
£16,490,953, or £548,069 in excess of the
previous year’s, This was spent, in addition
to £345,166, so that the total amount of the
expenditure was £091,235 more than the
previous year. To realise the incidence of
our position as taxpayers, it is only
necessary to say that the revenue per capita
and the i i

expenditure per capita is as
follows 1 —
— Revenue. | Expenditure.
£ s d. £ s d.
1914-15 .. .. 10 12 10 1012 9
1926-27 . ‘e 18 6 1 18 13 10

1 find that the gross expenditure of the
Liberal Government for the twelve years
ended 1914-15 totalled £62,609,916. The gross
expenditure of the present Government for
the twelve years ended 30th June last totals
no less a sum than £146,368,210, or an
increase of £83,758,294. That is an astound-
ing assertion! What on earth could have
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become of that money? We know that the
money has been expended, but to trace it
would be an impessibility. It must be
realised that, in order to obtain that huge
sum of mcney, a levy had to be made on our
people, which has burdencd them to a
degree that it has cut out enterprise to a
very large extent. The figures are appalling
when they are looked into. For the twelve
vears cnded 30th June, 1915, the previous
Government levied in taxation £7,713,988,
whilst the present Government, in their
twelve years, have raked in no less a sum
than £37,350,206. How the people have stood
up to it—and they will not stand up to it
much longer, as many have not stced up to
it already—I do not know.

Mr. Corrins: You have stood up to it all
right.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member
appears to have the belief that the people are
doing all right; but the fact is that the
people are doing all wrong, and numbers
to-day are out of cinployment because capital
has been attacked to the extent it has, and
industries which either would have been con-
tinued or established, in ccnsequence of high
taxation do not exist to-day. No country will
stand the high taxation. which has increased
from £1 8s. 2d. per capita in 1914-15 to £5
2s. 1d. per capita at the present time.

At 4.51 p.m.,
The SPEsRER resumed the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: We seem to be
oblivious to the fact that our debt in the same
time has almost doubled, for, while in 1915
it stood at £56,869,000, it is now about
£108,000,000. It would have been very much
more if the conditions which obtained in
older times obtained to-day. In previous
years local authorities obtained all their
loans from the Government. The Brisbane
City Council has had loaned to it from
private sources no less a sum than £9.000,000.
Had the local authorities access to the same
source for getting loan money as obtained in
the days prior to the advent of this Govern-
ment, what would the public debt be to-day?
In order to realise the true public debt of
Queensland, c¢ne would have to make
inquiries as to loans secured by local
authorities in different directions. It would
then be found that during the last twelve
years the public debt of Queensland would
bave very much more than doubled. One of
the astounding facts met with in this matter
is that the sum of £4.625,000 hss been
expended by this Government in enterprises
of one Lkind and ancther, including
Chillagoe, of course. Had the amount spent
by this Government on State enterprises been
invested at 5 per cent compound interest, it
would have paid off in fifty-one years the
whole of the public debt existing in Queens-
land at the date of this Government’s acces-
sion to office. When we come to consider all
the aspects of the question, it will be found
that at least three-quarters of the amount I
bave mentioned will be lost. Rcalising these
facts, one can appreciate what a wise
arrangement has been entered into by the
Deputy Premier on behalf of this Govern-
ment with the Commonwealth Government
for the management of all public debts accru-
ing in the future. I commend the Govern-
ment for agreeing to the statesmanlike pro-
posal of the Bruce-Page Government on this
question,

Myr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Turning to the railway position, I desire
to refer to the report of the Commissioner
for Railways for 1926. The report for this
yéar is not yet available, but for my purpose
the 1926 report is ample to show at a glance
the history of this department. From 1906 to
1915 the railways paid their way, there being
a net profit of £48,651 in the year 1914-15.
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Since that time a loss has been registered in
every year, the amount varying from £508,000
in 1915-16 to approximately £2,000,000 in
1927, the aggregate losses amounting to
£16,000,000. The loss is not due to a falling
off in receipts. The following table will
indicate how the railways have gone to the
bad since 1915:—

—_— 1934-15.
Total receipts £3,882,003
Net earnings £1,430,324
Percentage earnings 433 rer cent.
TEarnings per frain mile .. 6s. 43d.
Working expenses £2,401,679
Miles open for traffic 4,838
Capital cost £35,464,770
Passengers carried 18,131,512
Goods traffic 4,544,881 tons

1925-26. Tnerease. Decreage.
£7,437,090 £3,605,087
£977,298 £458,026
1-086 per cent. 2:524 per cent.
11s. 63d. 58 2d.
£6,459,972 £4,058,293
6,240 1,402
£54,111,970 £18,647,200
18,541,236 409,724
5,106,886 tons 561,505 tons

Taking into consideration the extra length of
line opened, practically speaking there has
been a decrcase in what we have been able
to carry.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5 p.m.





