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TUESDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER, 1927. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bortram, Maree) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CosT OF CONSTRUCTION OF Kn<nOMBI STATE 
ScHOOL. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. CLAY­
TON (Wide Bay), asked the Secretary for 
Public Works-

" 1. What was the cost of the construe· 
tion of the Kinbombi State School? 

"2. vVhat are the dimensions of thi,; 
school?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" 1. £666 2s. 4d., including furniture. 
" 2. The dimensions are twenty-nine 

(29) feAt ton (10) inches by twenty-six (26) 
feet ton (10) inches." 

ANAKJE GEM FIELD-SALES AND GovERNMEN1' 
BuYil';G MoNOPOLY. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the SeCl·e­
tary for Mines-

" 1. What were the total recorded sales 
of precious stones from the Anakie field 
for each of tho years 1909 to 1921, 
inclusive? 
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" 2. In what year did the Government 
monopoly of buying come into opera· 
tion, and what has been the amount of 
purchases and sales resp0ctively in each 
year under the Government scheme? 

"3. On what date did the Government 
cease buying, and is the prohibition of 
11rivate buying stiJl in forcP? 

" 4. If so, what are the Government's 
jntentions in this n1utter ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. A. 
J. J ones, Paddington) replied-

" 1. Production (including sales); no 
record of actual sales :-

1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 

£ 
23,116 
21,200 
24,393 
40,016 
43,292 
15,800 

600 
14,733 
14,208 
16,591 
42,883 
65.831 
46,524" 

"2. The year 1921. 

Year. Purchnses. 
-------:------

1920-21-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 

i 

::I 
ooj 
•• ! 

i! 

"i 

£ s. d. 

24,650 19 7 ! 
20,230 19 7 
14,342 6 10 
28,777 10 10 
24,001 13 2 

Nil 

Sale-,. 

:;;:, s. d. 

38,285 13 6 
Nil 

14,840 6 7 
8,321 18 5 

18,687 16 8 
15 10 3 

" 3. 27th March, 1926 ; yes. 
" 4. Matter under consideration." 

QUANTITIES AND VALVES OF CO~E\IONWEALTH 
PRoDucE ·:-m MANUFACTL:RES CoNSUMED 
IN Qu~El\SLAND t0CGAR DISTRICTS. 

Mr. SWAY:'•m (Jfirani) asked the 
PrP-::nil1 l'--

" With a view of indicating to 
residents in other parts of Australia 
the benefit <1ccruing to all through the 
successful canying on of the Queensland 
sugar indmtry, "·ill he cause the neces­
sarv steps to be taken for the collection 
of information as to the quantities and 
value of the produce and manufactured 
articles from other portions of the Com-
111011\Vealth that arc consumed in our 
&ugar districts 't" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. ~~IcCormack, 
(Cai1·ns) replied-

" No records are kept from which i L 
"' culd bo possible to obtain the informa­
tion asked for." 

RELIEF OP CATTLE GRAZIERS Ioi DROUGHT­
SrRICKEli' AREAS. 

Mr. SW A Y::.JE (Jlirani) asked the Secre­
tary for Agricnltme-

" 1. ~ls ~uggested in recent correspon­
dence b<:'tween us on the subject, are 
any step-, being taken to ascertain the 
most effective ,;:ay in "~hich to relieve 
thoo~ c"ttle graziers who have suffered 
serious loss owing to drought conditions? 

"2. Jf so, what are they:·" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1 and 2. The intentions of the 
Government on this matter will be 
announced by the Premier in due 
course.'' 

CIRCULATION OF PREMIER's SPEECH oN SouTH 
.ToHNSTOXE STRIKE Ali'D SDSPEKSION ·)f 

RAILWAY SERYICE. 

Mr. KELSO (Tundah), without notice, 
a··ked the Premier-

" Can he inform the Honse at whos>:J 
expense a copy of his speech, of 6th 
September, on the strike situation is now 
being broadcast throughout Queens­
land?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
CairnB) replied-

" At my own expense." (Langhter.) 

PAPERS. 

The follo\Ying papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report from the Engineer for Harbours 
and Rivers for the vear ended 30th 
June, 1927. " 

Sixtn, nth Annual Report of the Univer­
sity of Queensland for the year 1926. 

The following papem were laid on the 
table:-

Amendment to Hcgulation 23 of By-law 
K c. 212, under section 134 of the 
Railw·ays Acts, 1914 tD 1926. 

Amendment rescinding clause No. 37 of 
Bv-law No. 212, relative to employ­
rn~C'nt, etc., in the railway service 
under section 134 of the Railways 
Acts, 1914 to 1926. 

RECIPROCAL EKFORCEMENT OF 
JUDG 1\IE::.JTS BILL. 

IxiTIATIOX. 

The _\TTOR~EY-GEC\ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Plindcrd): I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
Rittlng, rc':olve itself into n, Con1mittee 
of the vVhole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to facilitate 
the tr ciprocal enforce rnenL of judgments 
end owardc, in the State of Queensland 
a!ld in the L:nitecl Kingdom and other 
p::trls of IIis 11ajosty's Dominions or 
tf'rritorie:::. under His )fajcst.1 's protec­
tion, and frn· other purpos2s." 

QtH:stion put and paHcd. 

'TI'\T•:G ~\ C TS A:\IEC\D:\IE~T BILL. 

h;I1'HTIOK. 

Th·• ~'ECllETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A .• J. Jones, Pad ?inrJton): I beg to nlove-

" 'l'hat the HoU'·? will, at its next 
~ittinT. l't_solYc it~,:lf into a Cmnn1ittee 
of the \Yho:e to consider of the desirable­
nc'.R of introducing a Bi!l to further 
.. 1n1enJ the ldiuiitg Acts Ill ce1 tain 
particular:3.'' 

Question put ::tnd passed. 
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ADDRESS I~ REPLY. 

llESDIPTION OF DEBATE-SECO!m ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
{Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, Jlackay): Before 
proceeding to deal with various matters 
which have arisen in this debate, I wish to 
congratulate the mover and secor.der of the 
Addrecs in Reply on the able manner in 
which they applied themselves to their 
subject. 

The Speech as a whole and the policy 
ontlincd in it are an indication of and give 
n good deal o£ inforn1ation with regard to 
the pr~'sent position in Queensland. The 
disastrous drought, which has continued for 
a long period, has seriously affected the 
~inances of the State, and is affecting every 
•ndustl'y m the State. These results go to 
~how how important primary production is 
to Queensland, and how bad conditions in 
any one> industry affect all interests in the 
~·ommunity. It is necessary for us as a State 
and as a Government to apply ourselves to 
these difficulties with care, and, if po"ible, 
to dense some l!'etho.d of dealing with them, 
or at least of m1tiga tiEg the losses that result 
from them. An indication of the serious 
effect on the State i,, the reduction in exnorts 
last year, which amounted to approxirn~tP.ly 
£12,000,000. The withdrawal uf that sum 
from circulation has a smious effect on evorv 
one in the State. It means chat there is so 
tnuch less purchasing power in the cornmu­
:llih, and jt affects industry in countless 
different \vays, it closes aYcnLws for employ· 
ment, and prevents the extension of industry. 

I mention these things to indicate the 
nccessit:· that Parliament and the Govern­
ment should seriously consider these difficul­
ties, and that the people themselves should 
fully understand them. It will be neeeosary 
to JnYeshgate cl?sely every item of expendi­
! lll"C, ~nd to dev1.se ways and means of carry­
mg on the funct10ns of the State within the 
capacity of the Stat0. Consequently, no 
mattet how we may regret it, it will be 
neccssarv to delay for at least a period 
Borne ot the ncccssar:y n1easures of social 
reform which would cost a good deal of 
mone:·. The'e things cannot be undertaken 
!'t th,c present time, . and any impartial 
1nvestJ:;ator must reahse that. "What is 
l'P(jnircd is a serious and close attPntion to 
affairs, with a Yiew. to maintaining those 
stnndards "nd cond1hons that have been 
1Jt;ilt_ 1;1p a~'. a rc-;nlt of the legislation and 
ac,rmmstratwn of the past tw~lvc years. 

The Leader of the Oppoeition, in the 
course of h1s speech, dealt at leng·th with 
the industrial position at South J ohnstone 
and with industrial matters generally. Ko 
nnc 'Yonlt! scPk ~o undor-_r,~.tirnate the inlport­
~n~8 of 1ndust:nal conditions to anv State. 
If yvealth production is going to ~expand, 
or 1f \\e are to endeavour to increase the 
prosperity of the people, it is necessarv so 
f ,r a.~ is po~siblr, to doviso ways and ID'~ans 
whereby industry will be maintained and 
jndnstrinl operations carried out as fr-ee fron1 
interruption as possible. There \Vere certain 
indications in the speech made bv the Leader 
of the Opposition that showed ·that he has 
not made hims·Jlf fully acquainted with the 
po,oition. His outline of the genesis of the 
trouble c,t South J ohnstone indicated faultv 
information. His statement with regard to 
certain incidents that occurred in that area 
alm irdic~tes that he did not make himself 

acquaint.ed with the facts. I followed very 
closely the industrial position in Queensland, 
and, so far as it was possible, as Acting 
Premier at the time I Pndeavoured to pre­
Yent industrial trouble occurring, and where 
it did occur I ond.eavoured to have it settled, 
or at least localised, w fur as it was possible. 
ln connection with the sugar industry, that is 
c-f ircnv3ndous importance, because under the 
agreement with the Commonwealth Govern­
nient, apart altogether from any other eco­
nomic consideration, it is necessary that we 
maintain a continuous supply of sugar for 
the r(•<:t of the people of Australia; and con­
sequcnt.ly the Government of Queensland 
had at all times to have before its mind the 
necess;ty o£ preventing a general spread of 
industrial trouble involving other sug-ar-mills 
of the State, and thereby affecting to some 
extent the terms of the agreement. In con­
nection with industrial relations, it must 
always be borne in mind that there is more 
than~ one factor in industry, and that wise 
men in controlling business and industries 
generally endeavour to secure the co-operation 
of all the units necessary to carry on those 
indnstrie';;. 

In the sugar industry the only trouble of 
an important character that has taken place 
was in the South J ohnstone area, and that 
was at the C'hange-oYer from State control to 
co-operative control. I want to emphasise 
that at the •ame period other sugar-mills 
"\Yero taken over exactly under the same con­
ditions without any difficulty resulting; and, 
if a little more discretion had been used on 
the part of those who aeoumed control of the 
South J ohnstone mill, many of their diffi­
culties would never have arisen. For months 
prior to the new company taking over that 
organi,ation statements of various kinds were 
in circulation all over North Queensland. 
From Atherton on the Tableland down to 
Bundaberg you c<mld hear the intentions of 
the new directorate being discuss,ed. What­
oYer those intentions might have been, or 
ho\Yever justified they might have been, it 
is nev.er a good thing to be always talking 
about what people intend to do. I am satis­
fied that, if the new company had met the 
men in a more friendly attitude in the begin­
ning when they took over the mill, and said, 
for O'camplc, that they desired under the new 
control to secure the full co-operation of all 
to make the enterprise a success, better con­
ditions would have boon established, and at 
least a better understanding brought about. 
In my own district, when the North Eton 
mill was taken over. the chairman of directors 
carried on the ent'ire staff for whcrn there 
\vas \York aTctilablc. Thev were met in 
a friendly n1anncr, and their co-operation 
sought. The roeult WJS that no difficulty 
eventuated. In effe~t, he said, '' vVe are 
taking· ovPr this mill, and desire to make it 
a ~nrce~s as a co-operative yonturc, and to 
rr:;_: L::c it a sncct "~ \Ve dPsire the co-operation 
of c\-eryone cn,-ogcd in the industry. In 
short, if the staf-f giYc us a fair deal, v~·e in 
turn arc prepared to give them the best deal 
that \Ye can.'' That attitude of mind was 
sho\\n at tlce North Eton mill and at the 
11arleirrh n1ill. In ihe case of thf' Farlc!g-h 
~ill u~z~cr co-operatiYe control, by discr8ti.On 
and bv the \Vise exercise of authority, the 
dircct~ratc of thnt cnb~rpr:Je is n1aln11g n. 
greater succc's of the mill and getting a 
bettc1· return than v,-as the case under privute 
ent,~rprise in the past. 

Hon. lV. Ji'organ Smith.] 
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I wish to allude more particularly to state­
ments made by the Leader of tho. Opposition, 
ba"od on ne,,spaper statements m the early 
stagcc of the dispute at South. Johnstone. 
I personally haYe been attacked m the press 
in uJnnect!on with tho artivities of the Go­
vernment in that respect. I am not at all 
conc.crnod about that, but I draw attention to 
it hecause of the fact that certain statements 
wore circulated throughout Australia which 
gave the po.ople of Australia an o_ntirely 
''"ono· idea of what the pos1tJon w<>s m that 
part b of Queensland. Certain things took 
place at South .Johnstone that were deplor­
able. Certain things took place that no one 
would attempt to justify. We must remem­
ber however that the local conditions in 
that area are' different to those prevailing in 
almost any other part of Queensland ; and we 
know also that the police in that area had a 
v0ry difficult task to perform. I say as a 
member of the Government that the police 
carried out their duty with tact and discre­
tion. and with the fullest appreciation of the 
public interest. I say, further. that the 
attacks which were made on the Government 
in that respect were rot due to any dereliction 
on the part of the Government from their 
duty, and were not due to any dereliction on 
the part of the police in the carrying out of 
their duty; but were cl uP to the fact that 
our critics desired, not that the police should 
exercise their functions in a proper manner 
in protecting life and propertv and in main­
taining law and order, but with a desire on 
their part that the police should have been 
used against the men who were participating 
in the strike. That, basically, is the 
true reason we were attacked. Our oppo­
nents were not so anxious that law and 
order should be maintained or that the police 
"hould do their duty, as they were anxious 
that the police should be used as an instru­
ment of the Go;-crnment to bludg-eon and 
baton the men back to work under conditions 
that th<>y were not prepared to accept. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is untrue. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is entirely the position. No one knows 
better than the hon. member for Toowong 
that that is the desire which animates some 
of the people who are supporlf'l'S of him 
and his party. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion quoted from the daily press a state­
ment having reference to the activities of 
the police in that area. \Ve secLU·ed a report 
from the Police Department relative to a 
statement in Brisbane papers alleging that 
Sergeant Tuohy had asked strikers to give 
safe passage to a man leaying the South 
Johnstone mill for Innisfail. Thio is Ser­
geant Tuohy's report, dated 20th July, 
1927:-

,, I beg to report that there is no truth 
whatever in the report published in the 
Brisbane papers allc·ging that I asked 
the strikers to !"iYe a safe passage to a 
man lcaying the mill foi' Innisfail. I 
have not asked the men on strike at 
South Johnstone at any time to give a 
safe passage to any man leaving the 
South J ohnstono mill. 

" Police duty has, and is, being per­
formed impartially. and all persons 
entitled to and desiring police protection 
afforded it." 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

This report ,vas mim~ted by l\Ir. Brosna,n, 
Chid Inspector of Pohce, who was at Inms­
fail at the time. as follows:-

" FonyarJed in continuation of my 
tclogran1 to you this 1norning. Police 
are doing excellent work at South J ol;m­
stonc, and Sergeant Tuohy, w1th 
C•Jr'",tab!c Srlby, figure prominently In 
th '1 t direction. . . . any ~;·aducers to the 
contrJ.rv notwrth::;tand1ng. 

Yet we ha,:e ... member of Parliament in the 
in1vortant po-.:tion of the Leader of the 
Opposition . quoting. a statement from. t~e 
pr('SS affecting. the Intcgnty an4 administia­
tion of the Pohce Department without endea­
,-ourin[; to wrify the facts. Had the Leade1· 
of th~ Oprlosition called at my offic,, I wo~ld 
have been prepared to let h_ir.n see the official 
documents affecting the posibon. Can he not 
rcalisn that the inference to be drawn from 
his rcrnarks is a serious refle,ctlon on the 
administration of the police of this State, ':ne! 
have an important bearing on the carrymg 
o~1t of the law of this f'!tate? I venture to 
euggc:•.t that before _making st":t?ments of 
that kind mewbers ot the Oppos1t;on sho'!-ld 
make themseh·es thoroughly acquamted with 
the facts. I have said often that the st'.'te­
ments appearing in the pr:ss at that time 
were exaggerated, that bemg due not so 
much to the reports from the reporters on 
the spot as to the manner in . whic\1 the 
information was set up and headlmcd m. the 
local press. I ,-en~ure to say that the artiCles 
based on those c!Istortwns were more calcu­
lated to provoke trouble in Queens)and than 
any other form of ~ctivity .. A sectiOn of the 
Brisbane pro" which p~rbcularl:l,' supports 
the Opposition never falls. to misrepresent 
the position if by so doing It can m any way 
reflect upon the Government . of to-day. 
(Opposi~i?n dissent.) I ~m 12uttmg forward 
this pos1twn clearly and aef1mtely, and. I. s.ay 
that people charged w1th respons;bihty 
should know betlf'r than to fome_n!· difficul­
ties by exaggerations under conditwns such 
as I ha>e quc-ted. 

Hon. \Y. II. BAR;>ES: Do you suggest that 
the photographs were faked 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
In further emphasis of what I have. stated, 
I wish to quote from a. letter received by 
Mr. Short, General Manager, Burea:r of 
Central Sugar Mills. from Mr. GIII:;m, 
manager of the South Johnstone Co-operat1vc 
i'v1il!ing Association, Limited. South Joh_n­
stone. Hon. !iJembers ·nil know that, ;n 
cmnpliancc with the 11rovisions of certam 
Acto of Parli:,ment, the managements of the 
various "'Jga 1'-mills in Queenslayd are 
r~quircd to forward reports of thmr opera­
tions to th·' Government, and the l~tter 
which I am about to quote was received 
under those circumstances. It reads-

" \Ye are fm·,varding to-day our up-to­
dat'" chemical sheet, and appreciate very 
nnwh vour forbearance in thi-; matter. 

"The nC'v spapers have repor~ed that 
we are working two ten-hour shifts,. and 
also making dctritnontal compans~ns 
regarding previous work at this mill. 
Both statements arc incorrect. 

" I take it for granted you will ignore 
such ne, .. spa per reports, or refer them to 
1ne for explanation." 

The statements of the Police Department and 
the mill management which. I ha.v<; quoted 
prove definitely that publw opmron was 
being whipped up. and an atmosphere created 
by certain journalists in Queensland who had 
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purposes ,,f their own to scn-e. Reference 
B often macJP to infiamn1ator,, speeches on 
the part of certain individuals, but I ven­
ture to say that some of the leading a!ticles 
that appear in such journals as the Bnsbane 
"Tc~lcG"raph" are n1ore dangerous to the 
maintenance of industrial peace than any­
thing else that can be done. As one having 
considerable experience in iudustrial matters, 
I am satisfied that the circulation of many 
of the statements that I have refuted did 
more to intensify the bitterness and prolong 
the trouble at South J ohnstone than any 
other cause that I can mention. 

[11 a.m.] 
A further testimonv is a statf'ment made 

by Mr. Donald Macbnnon, an ex-Minister 
in the State of Victoria, and also until 
recently Australian High Commissioner in 
the United States of America. Mr. 
Mackinnon, who has never at any time 
been connected with the .Labour Party, 
and who is a man of undoubted probity 
and character, writing to the Melbourne 
" Argus" had many interesting comments 
to make. So intense and difficult was 
the situation created by the press state­
ments to which I have alluded that Senator 
Crawford, a member of tho Federal Ministry, 
found it necessary to make a statement in 
Melbourne to alleviate the alarm that had 
been created in public opinion; and it was 
following on that that Mr. Mackinnon said 
this-

" I am glad to see Senator Crawford's 
official statement this morning with 
regard to the conditions at the South 
J ohnstone mill. It will serve to clear 
away some misapprehension in the minds 
of the public of the Southern States. I 
returned from a winter holiday in the 
Innisfail district last week. The sugar 
belt, from Townsville to Cairns, so far 
from being a scene of wild lawlessness 
and anarchy, as some would have us 
believe, is at the moment the most 
heartening part of Australia that any 
Australian can look upon. Nowhere can 
tho same rural energy be seen-the fertile 
land oozing wealth. the busy farmers 
breaking in their fields and renewing 
their crops, the canecutters slashing down 
their abundant harvest, the fmsy tram­
way engines dragging long lines of cane­
laden trolleys through the fields to the 
nearest mill, where, working twenty-four 
hours a day with three shifts, elaborate 
machinery and contented workers are 
squoezing out Australia's sugar. Our 
countrv can nowhere show the same spec­
tacle of man-directed energy. Nowhere 
in the world is the "·bite man handling 
tropical production with such success. 
As Senator Crawford savs, South John· 
stone mill is only one a·mong many; it 
is the only mill that is having trouble." 

GoVERK1fENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Proceeding further, Mr. MacKinnon says-

" As for lawlessness, except as herein­
after mentioned, one saw no evidence of 
it less than one would expect in a com· 
m'unity which contains a large foreign 
element, and in which racial animosity 
could be easily excited. The trouble 
arises fro'll the uncertainty in the delimi­
tation of the boundary lines of justifiable 
picketing. Australia is not the only 
country which is worked by the scope 
of legitimate picketing." 

Mr. :\IacKinnon made this further int.erest­
lng sratcrnent-

.. The raih,-a:" on the Korth Coast line 
arP ,,-ell run; the' arc punctual, comfort­
able to slPep in; and the civility and 
attention of the railway staff and the 
nains thcv take to assist trav,ellors are 
~nequ;.J]ed in any part of the world. I 
haYe pleasure in recording my pers:m>:l 
expericncP in this feature-, because It IS 
so much in conflict with popular impres­
'ion cYen as found in the Brisbane press. 
There is a big Australian responsibility 
on those who are building up this part 
of our countrv. It is our vulnerable 
frontier, and ,¥e must be wakhful lest, 
through misconception, we do them 3:n 
injustice and discourage them m theu 
important responsibility." 

A statement clear and definite from a man 
who had been right through the sugar dis­
tricts of the State, an impartial observer, and 
one free from any political bias. 

It is necessary to emph3;sis~ these quot~­
tions that I have made to mdiCate the diffi­
culty that exists i_n any part. of Australia in 
dealing with an mdustnal situatwn. When 
public opinion is aroused by statements not 
ba,ed on the facts, and in other cases upon 
distortions of the facts, the public verdict is 
liable to be rriven on impressions rather than 
upon facis. "These are things that should 
be discountod in every possible waJ:, bec:aus~, 
when industrial disturbances anse, It IS 
necessary that we should have a clear view 
of the situation, and so enable us to make up 
our mind' entirely upon the facts as they 
exist; without passion, without. preju~ice, 
and without being based on the Impresswns 
of others. Kow, the Leader of the Oppo­
sition in the course of his speech, also 
expre~sed disappointment at the settleme~t 
of the recent industrial trouble so far as It 
affected the railways. It would be difficult 
to understand anyone being disappointed _at 
the satisfactory culmination of . an indqstnal 
dispute which, if it had contmued f~r an 
indefinite period, would have senousl.Y 
affedcd thio State. I say it would be diffi­
cult to understand that, were it not for the 
fact that people must realise that there. is a 
widespread difference between _the attitude 
of the Opposition and the attitude of the 
Labour Partv towards these matters. The 
Leader of the Opposition was disappointed 
that the powers of the unions had no~ been 
to some extent destroyed, and he IS dis­
appointed also becau_sf- it is not pr?posod to 
introduce penal legislatwn followmg upon 
the industrial disturbance. In that connec­
tion I would like to call his attention to the 
futilitv of taking pqnitive action of that kind. 
If G,;vernments and parties set out . on. a 
punitive expedition :vith. a view to pumshm_g 
people m certam dn·ectwns further than IS 
just and equitable, they are hable to estab­
lish new difliculti<e' greater than those they 
seek to overcon1e. 

In connection with picketing. and. all those 
things "·hich were referred to m h1s speech, 
does the hon. gentleman kn~w th:'t those 
powers haYe been in operahon sm~e the 
1870 Trade Union Act was passed m the 
British Houses of Parliament? DC!es he 
know that th"J, form of activity ex1sts I_n 
almost cyerv nart of the world? Wha~ IS 
requir('cl is 'to· endeavour ,;o far as. possible 
to limit the possibility of both stnkes and 
lockouts and to have industrial disp~tes 
settled ~n the basis of justice and eqmty. 

Hon. W. Fo1·gan Smith.] 
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Those things do not always prevail. Some 
people at present-I have no doubt that 
many of the members of the Opposition 
suoscribe to the idea-are liable to say that, 
b0cause strikes take place in Queensland and 
in Australia, indu;;.trial arbitration has 
failed. I point out that that is not so. 
There is no evidence at all to support that 
contention because, while we realise that 
strikes do 'take place in Australia, the public 
mind is focussed on them or upon failure 
to observe a wards or refusal to accept them, 
to the entire neglect of the hundreds of 
awards which are observed and the thou­
sands of workers who continue industrial 
operations throughout the year, accepting 
in the fullest detail everything laid down 
by the Arbitmtion Court. 

There is no intention or desire on the part 
of the Government to penalise unionism in 
this State. While it may be nece,·sary for the 
Government sometimes to come intD con­
flict with industrial organisations who repre­
sent their employees-and it is necessary 11t 
all times for the Government to protect the 
public interest-that does not mean that the 
Government intend to hand over the unions 
to the tender mercies of the enemies of 
labour, who have been enemies of progress 
right throughout the ag.cs. Industries union­
ism has played a very important part in 1J1e 
building up of civilisation. It plays a very 
importa.nt part in the life of Australia to-day, 
and therefore a vNy useful and necessary 
part; and it will continue to play such a part 
in social organisation. 

It is not my intention to hold a post­
mortem examination over any of the various 
phases of the dispute in the railway service. 
It is not my intention to refer to victories 
of either side. I want to say that the 
settlement effected beween the Premier and 
the unions concerned was a victory for 
common sense and those who exercised 1t 
on both sides. It also indicates that the 
Labour movement has within its own organi­
sation genius enough to solve its own 
problems as they arise, without interference 
or help from any outside organisation. 

In dealing with industrial matters, it is 
well, however, to remember that at all times 
there have been contending schools of thought 
as to the form of activity in which the 
Labour movement should adopt. Years ago. 
when I commenced to take an interest and 
an active part in the Labour movement, an 
attitude of mind or a school of thought 
existed ,vhich believed in a form of revolu­
tionary syndicalism. Revolutionary syndical­
ism had a European origin, and was. due 
entirely to the causes and conditions which 
obtained in the place of its origin. The 
people who Pspouscd that method may have 
had justification for it, because they mav 
have had no othc'l' nH:8.,ns of giving effect tO 
their d0sirc~. Th"' point I am ·wishin::; to 
make. howev"''- is this·-that the platform 
and constitution of the Australian Labour 
Party are the liying cxprc'"'3ion oi' the ~:n~nius 
of tLc Australian Labour people, and set out 
entirely and completely the desires and 
methods of our people. Because of that it 
has ar·"omplished more than any Labour 
Party in any other part of the world. 
\lthcugh manT of our methods rrnv not be 
as spe~tacular- as some people would like 
them to b€', the test of time will show that 
the policy and mc-thod3 adouted bv the Aus­
tra km Labour Part v as "a restilt of the 
experience and kno'w!edgo of Austn\lian 

[!Ion. W. Forgan Smith. 

Labour men is the be·'t policy and constitu­
tion for the Australian Labour movement. 

Syndicalism to which I have referred, is 
now commonly known as Communism. I 
know that some people will say that there 
are differences. I understand those differ­
en, n. The Communi'-ts in Queensland and 
1\.ustralia are a smaJI but noisy minori~y, 
who a,t all times are carrying on a policy 
of intrigue with a view to securing control 
of the internal organisation of the various 
unions. It is necessary that the rank and 
file of the organisations sho1:1ld k,now these 
thin o·s, and should take an mtelhgent part 
in the administration of their own organisa­
tions, and so prevent the power of their 
unions being used to their permanent hurt. 
I say definitely that in a country IIk~ Aus­
tralia anyone v.h.o advocates. Commt!msm IS 
advocating a policy of despair, .and IS advo­
cating something not only agai_nst the best 
interests of the country but agamst the best 
interests of the Australian Labour movement. 
That has been recognised to some extent 
when two Federal Labour conferences, repre· 
sentative of the whole of Australia, and the 
recent conference of the Queensland Labour 
Party at Southport, laid down in unmis­
takable terms the attitude of the Labour 
Partv towards these things. After all is said 
and -done, their claim is a claim that force 
can ;;ecure for them permanent reforms. I 
am one of those who, as the result of 
close and careful study of the whole position, 
believe that an attempt to use force, 
whibt it might secure temporary advantages, 
in the long run- does not improve pel·man­
cntlv the social system of any country. In 
that' connection, I wish to quote from a book 
by Professor Harold Laski in which he makes 
a critical and scientific examination of Com­
munism. I am quoting from a r·ecent copy 
of the " Socialists' Review," an interesting 
production which it woul·d. pay hon. members 
to read. In dealing with Communism, Pro­
fessor Laski says-

" The resort to violence, even if it 
be successful, means trusting the officials 
who control the application of violence. 
It does not mean liberty; it does not 
mean equality; and it does not mean 
justice. It means the despotic app.lica­
tion of power by men whose mtentwns, 
howe,·er admirable, are the creatures 
of circumstances. The chance that the 
transformctbon of values so necessary 
to the att.ainment of justice will take 
place as a result of blood and iron is 
a. verv tenuous one. The barbarian 
inva'ions of Rome did not produce a 
great epoch of enlightment; they pro­
duced the dark age". The 'Thirty Years 
\Yar impeded constructive cffqrt in 
Gcrmam until the threshold of the 
ninetcc;}th centurv. The idealism of 
1914 has perished before the greater 
strength of the destructive force released 
in th,• struggh This is why it is per­
missible to doubt whether the method 
of violence is ever the midwife of jus­
tice. That wrong can be wiped out with 
wrong is a gospel to which we are not 
entitkd to rest until we despair utterly 
of civilisation, and \vhen we have resorted 
to it. it is possible that there will be 
no civilisation of which to de"pair. 

. . Oncf' the floodgates are 
opener!, none can snrdy prophr·sy who 
wiil .cmcrg< from the disaster as leader. 
That is the riok men run '"hen they desert 
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the palh of rcaoon and choose to prove 
for themselves by force, not their desire 
for truth but the truth of their desires." 

That sums up very cle-arly and definitely my 
view \\ ith rc,s·ard to Communism. All those 
wLo have made a careful ::ltucly of the position 
ha v:• come to the conclusion that the activities 
:.1:d mcthodc of the Austrulian Labour Party 
arc the only activities and methods that bring 
"bout permanent advantages to the people 
t!1ey represent, and increase the liberty and 
h:tppincss of the people of the country. \Vhat­
cver might be said by the Leader of the Oppo­
sition with regard to this party, and whatever 
mi"ht be his disappointment in regard to 
the settlement of the recent industrial dis­
pute, I have ihis to say: -J'\o matter what 
the difficulties o£ the Labour Party might 
be. either now or at any future time, wo 
will meet those difiiculties as they aris0 
in accordance \vith the principles I have just 
quoted. 

The policy of Labour is calculated to 
improve tho conditions of the people and 
increase the sum total of human happiness. 

GovEH:-<liiE:-<T '11Eli1BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The sum total of the objections of the mem· 
bee-s cf the Opposition is, as I say, because 
the power of the i:ltate was not exercised m 
a manner which would be to the disad­
vantage of labour and the disintegration of 
indust!:ial unioni~m. 

I come now to other fNttures of Govern­
ment policy that are of extreme importance. 
Reference has been made in the course of 
dPbate by various speakers, chiefly by the 
hon. member for Normanby, to the falling 
off of production, of the failure to do this, 
that, aHd the next thing. I realise to the 
full the difficult situation in the State and 
the difficult period we are going through 
and have yet to face; but I deplore very 
strongly the attitude of mind of members 
of the Oppooition who always paint a doleful 
picture·, and would lead people to believe 
that we were on the verge not of stagnation 
only but of bankruptcy in this State. While 
we realise that it is necessary to study our 
difficulties and endeavour to understand 
some of our failures, that is no reason why 
we should become peeeimistic about Queens­
land. In various ways Queensland is carry­
ing on her industries in a manner creditable 
to all cngap;ed in them. We talk of efli­
c:icncy. Take tho sugar industry. The only 
part of the world where that industry is 
carried out by \Yhite labour and carried out 
~ucce,sfu!ly is in Australia. A ton of sugar 
is made out of less <.me in Queensland than 
in any part of the world to-day. (Hear, 
hear!) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
Ix:r has; exhaust~~d the tirne allowed hirn 
h'· the Standing Orders. 

l\L. DARBER (Bund,tbcro): I beg to 
move~ 

" That the Secretary for Agriculture 
be allo;;·ed an extension of time in order 
to conclude his speech." 

The SPEAKER: ls it the desire of hon. 
tnembers that th0 Secretary for Agriculture 
b0 allowed an extension of time to conclude 
his speech? 

HONOL'RABLE ::'11EliiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECR;"TARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE: 
I thank hon. members for their courtesy. 

That efficient state of our sugar industry 
is very largely due to improvements which 
arc the result of the activities of various 
de "Htrtlnents. The Bureau of Sugar Experi­
ment Stations is continually carrying on 
research \vork with a view to iznproving 
the yield from sugar. The bureau has the 
entire confidence of tne sugar-gro\i\rer, with 
the result that in1provements have been 
effected in methods of cultivation of a very 
hr-reaching character. As a result, tne 
sugar-mills in this State during the last 
frw years have been built up until the result 
of their work compares more than favour­
a~1lv \\ith similar factories in other countries 
of ihe \\arid. Many of the advantages and 
improvcmenh effected in the sugar industry 
arc the result of the policy initiated by t!liS 
Goycrnmeut in 1915, when an agreement wa.s 
Pntered into between the then Premier, the 
late Hon. T. J. R.yan, and the Federal Prime 
l\Iinister, who at that time was Mr. Fisher. 
Fron1 that date up to the present timo 
various agreen1ents have been entered into 
between the State and Federal Governments 
which have been of advantage to this indus­
try. and also of advantage to the whole 
Commonwealth. That is a point which hon. 
1ne1ub rs ahvays ought to emphasise when 
dealing with the sugar industry. The pro­
tection giyen has not only helped the sugar 
industry, but has been beneficial to Australia 
as a whole. \Ve, as a Government, have 
a.lways taken the initiative in these matters, 
and we stand for a continuation of that 
policv. \Ve, as a State Government, are 
in favour of the continuation of the sugar 
embargo, and will do everything possible 
to secure a renewal of it from the Federal 
Government. 

The cattle industry was also mentioned 
by the Leader of the Opposition, and in that 
connection I have received several deputa­
tions. The cattle industry of Queensland is 
in a most difficult position. Suggestions have 
been made from time to time in the matter 
of land tenure or remissions of rent; but, 
in my opinion, something more definite and 
far-reaching than that is required. The 
whole industry requires a complete reorganisa­
tion of an econon1ic character, because, even 
if the land were given away, at the present 
time the c,lttle could not be bred and travel­
led to the meatworks at the price now offer­
ing·. These matters arc engaging the serious 
attention of the Government; and, as I 
sr~y, a complete econo1nic reorganisation is 
rnquired if this indnetry is to be placed on 
a proper footing. I also would emphasise 
that. if and wh0n !hat is done, the cattle 
industry of (.luoemland shall be built up and 
maintain, d as a great asset to the State. 
Having regard to the cattle areas of Aus­
tralia and to tht' production in various parts 
of the world, it appears to me that there is 
ample evidcnne to indicate that, if the cattle 
industrv is organised on a proper basis, th<·n 
a bright future is in store for all concerned. 

Another point emphac;ised in the Governor's 
Speech. and one which will be the subject 
of a Bill at a later stage, is the financial 
,,grc~mcnt with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. I had tho honour to represent this 
St;te at various conferences held in connec­
tion with that matter, and I wish to say 
definitely that from the point of view of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, of which we are 
ell a part. that agreement is quite satis­
factorv. \Ve must remember-and this was 
the a·ttitude of mind adopted by all the 
representatives at those conferences-that, 

Hon. W. Fm·gan Smith.] 
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while it is our duty primarily to represent 
our States and to see that no agreement is 
Pntcred into to the disadvantage of the 
State we rcpreecnt, we are all Australian 
citizens, and if a policy is formulated which, 
whilst being fair to the States, is also a 
sound Commonwealth policy, then our 0fforts 
should be directed to that end. Speaking 
gen0rally, I say that was done. I commend 
the attention of Parliament to the agree­
ment entered into, which I believe to be the 
best agreement that could be obtained under 
the circumstances, and which will be of 
ad,·antage to Australia as a whole. Facts 
also have to be remembered in that regard. 
This Government claimed-and I think 
everyone who has examined the position will 
agree with the position-that the States had 
a moral right to the continnation of the per 
capita payments. I raised that point at the 
first conference, and we did not give way 
on our attitude with regard to that. The 
fact, how~ver, remained that the Gommon­
\Ycalth Parliament had already legislated the 
per capita payments out of existence; that 
is to say, at the end of the financial year 
no further payments were to be made, and 
there was no further obligation statutory or 
otherwise on tbe Commonwealth Government 
to continue those payments. A recognition of 
those facts will show that the agreement 
entered into is something in lieu of the per 
capita payments, and, while over a period 
of years they will be to the financial advan­
tage of the Commonwealth, the States have 
the advantage that for fifty-eight years there 
will be an assured financial policy instead of 
the position under the old condition of the 
Commonwealth Parliament being able at any 
time to abolish the per capita payments 
without any compensation to the States. In 
other words, stability of finance between the 
States and the Commonwealth is assured 
for a period of fifty-eig.ht years; and, speak­
ing generally, I am satisfied that the agree-

m~nt is of advantaf'e to the States, whilst. at 
tho same time being a sound Austrahan 
policy. 

Dealing with trade generally, I would 
like to call attention to the fact that over a 
four-year period ended 30th June, 1926, the 
,_,dverso trade balance for the Common­
wealth amounted to £33,227,923, whilst 
during the same period Queensland showed 
a favourable trading balaLce of no )css than 
£32,242,090. During that same pcrwd New 
South \:V ales and Victoria showed adverse 
trade balances of £43,259,445 and £62,807,684 
respectively, as compared with Queensland's 
favourable balance of £32,242,090. 

All these things go to indicate that, while 
we have our difficulties and while we have 
our problems, we should not lose sight of the 
succes-es that have been accomplished. In 

addition to that, it is well to 
[11.30 a.n,.J bear in mind that Queensland is 

the third manufacturing State of 
the Commonwealth, and, furthermore, that 
our output per emplo,cee is the highest of 
anv State of the Commonwealth, as IS 

indicated by the following table:-
Output per 
employee. 

£ 
Queensland 1.005 
l';'ew South Wales 963 
Y ictoria . . . 767 
South Australia 838 
Western Australia 640 
Tasmania 713 

In addition to that, I wish to claim that the 
conditions of labour, the remuneration of 
labour, and the cost of living are more 
favourable to Queensland citizens than those 
of an;r other State. Let me give some of the 
index figure'-' with regard to wages. They 
are very interesting, because they are an 
all-absorbing subject to those who are 
concerned with them:-

THE BASIC WAGE. 

Index Nnmber i Food, Groceries, Basic Wage I Difference of 
and Housing- nece0sary to ' equha!ent Basic Wage 

Capital City. All Houses for equal £4 5s. ! rates in favour at present 
quarter ended at Brisbane. 

I 

of Queensland applying. 
30th June, 1927. Basic Wage. 

£ 8. d. I £ s. d. £ 8. d. 
Brisbane .. .. .. 1570 4 5 0 

I 
.. 4 5 0 

Sydney 1R03 4 17 7 I 0 12 7 *4 5 0 .. .. .. I 

Melbourne .. .. .. 1754 4 15 0 i 0 10 0 4 7 0 

Adelaide .. .. 1737 4 14 0 I 0 9 0 4 5 6 .. 
I Perth .. .. 1612 4 7 3 0 2 3 4 5 0 .. 
', 

*Man and wife. 

In dealing with the basic wage, it is well 
to follow closely the following figures:-

1. The basic wage of' £4 5s. was fixed by 
the court in March, 1921, on an index 
figure of 1637 for December, 1920. 

2. The basic wage of £4 5s. was reduced 
by the court on 1st March, 1922, on 
an index figure of 1444. 

3. In September, 1925, Parliament 
enacted in its entirety the 1921 basic 
wage finding of Chief J u>tice 
lY1cCawley, which was fixed on an 
index figure of 1637. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

4. The latest cost of living figures for the 
quarter ended 30th June, 1927, in 
rcbpect of food, clothing, and rent­
namely, 1570-indicate that, having 
regard to the index figure of 1637-
on which Chief Justice McCawley's 
basic wage declaration of £4 5s. was 
based-the standard of living has 
improved since then to the extent of 
at lc•ast 3s. 6d., in addition to having 
a higher purchasing power than any 
other State. 
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I have endeavoured to deal with some of 
the main points that are of intore~t in this 
dnbate. I have shown that under difficult 
c:rcumstances the Government are carrying 
-out their duty to the people of this State. 
We intend to continue that policy, and it is 
to be hoped tLat the difficult situation that 
we ar-, 110\V going throue:rh as the result of 
t-he adverp.0 conditions due to the drought 
shall not be !lll-duly_ prolonged. and that the 
people of Queens! d1d shall soon be blessed 
\\ ith a return to bounteous seasons. 

Gon:mnrENT :0.1nrBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SWAYNE (llfirani): A French writer 
once "'id " He who excuses himself accuses 
himself"; nnd what \\ e ha Ye listened to 
from the hon. gentleman who has just 
resumed his sco t indicate' that the Govern­
ment arc responr•iblc for the state of anarchv 
that recently prevailed in on,, Ycry importaJJt 
,._•ntre in Queensland. Could anythiHg much 
v orsG than the condition of things that pro­
' ailed at South J ohnstoue for a period of 
fourteen weeks have been found annvhcre? 
There was a sugar-mill trying to carry out 
its functions in au;ordanc(~ with the law, but, 
because of an il!egal strike, those who were 
working in the mill had to submit to insult, 
and in "ome cases to viol~nce. T-he drivers 
of the locomotives were stoned off their 
trains. 

Mr. C. J. RY.IN: ·where? 

Mr. SWAYNE: In Innisfail. I have it 
from an eye-witness there, as well as from 
newspaper report•'. Furthermore, the 
farmers in endeavouring to harvest their 
crops were subjected to insults and threats 
a,; well as to violence. I do not think any­
thing could be more significant, in this co;1-
IJcction than the utterances of the industrial 
magistrate. Mr. Aitken says:-

,, It does not redound to the credit 
of this district that such industrial 
unrcot should go on." 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: There is nothing in that 
'tatemcnt. 

Mr. SWAYNE: At any rate, we know 
that those who were carrying on what the 
:!Hinister has pointed out is one of the most 
important industries in the State were ham­
pered and subj ccted to violence. I know 
that is so from those who were there, and 
I have seen pictures which prove that these 
things wore done to persons who were guilty 
of nothing W'Orse than attempting to carry 
out their peaceful avocations. I know of an 
instance where men had to take refuge in a 
farmer's house, covered with blood and in 
a state of abjPct fright. I have photographs 
-I know that we cannot have them printed 
in " Hansard "-of one man being pursued 
bv a dozen, his shirt torn off his back of 
n1en being pulled off trains, and of a t~ain 
of cane trucks with a policeman on duty at 
the rear guarding them. Some of these 
trucks were capsized and the cane upset. 
These are the conditions that have been 
going on for about fourteen weeks, yet the 
Minister who has just spoken had the hardi­
hood to say that the Government had not 
the means of preventing them. He said he 
had no pow<"r under the Industrial Arbitra­
tion Act, but. if that is so, the Government 
·c<'~·tainly have power under the Criminal 
{;ode. section 534 of which provides-

"Any person \Vho-
(1) By violence to the person or pro­

perty of another, or by threats or 

intimidation of any kind, or b" beset­
ting the house or place of work of 
another. or by following another in a 
di -ordcrls manner in a public high­
\Yay, or by 1nolesting, or in any v.-uy 
obstructinfi, another by any physi< al 
ect in the purwit of his lawful yoca-
tion-

(a) Compels or attempts to compel 
any person employed in any Inanu­
factllre, tl'adc, business, or occupation, 
to depart from his employment, or 
to return his work before it 1s 
finished; m-

(b) Prevents an) person who is not 
c~n1ploycd fro~;l accepting ernployrncnt 
fron1 any otner per,,on; or 

(3) By violence to the person or pro­
perty of aHother, or by threats or 
intimiclo.tion of any kind, or by molrst­
ing or in any -way obstructing another, 
compels, or endeavours to compel, any 
person cc~rrying on any manufacture, 
tr.).df'. or busine";, to make any altera­
tion in his mode of carrying it on, or 
to limit the number of his apprentices, 
or the number or -description of his 
journc,; n1en, \vorkmen, or servants; 

is guilty of an offence, and is liable on 
sunr.11ary convie:tion to irLprisonment ·with 
hard labou1· for three months." 

There is no doubt that these things did 
preYail in the district which has been re­
ferred to, and, although these penal powers 
wen j, the hands of the GovernmPnt of the 
State of Qu~cnsland, and although the 
Executive kne,,- that these things were going 
0'1 in an indu,try for wluc!J they profees to 
haYe 'uch a solicitude, they allowed them to 
continue. I think I am quite justified in 
''escribing the :0.linister's speech, so far as 
South J ohnstone is concerned, as an abject 
apolog-y for the inaction of the Go.-ernment 
in the face of a verv serious strike. We 
know that things in ~~Ue"nsland are not as 
th•'' should be. Unemployment is more 
rife at prc,ent than at any previons time; 
yet Queensland is one of the richest countries 
in the world. We know that for some vears 
past public borrowing has kept things going 
in Queensland; but it look·, as though the 
State will not Le abl8 always to obtain the 
wherewithal from that source. vVe know 
that in any case the only sound way to 
make good progress and repair the wastage 
is by the introduction of private capital; 
but what inducement i" there to anybody to 
put money into secondary industries or to 
establish factories for the purpose of working 
up our natural resources when such things 
arc· allowed and connived at-I think I am 
justified in using that word-by the Govern· 
ment of the country? 

\Ve know that South Johnstone has been 
the centre of trouble for many years. I am 
not now going to quote newspaper extracts 
but- official documents, from which we find 
that for a term of years the mill at South 
J ohnstone has been a hotbed of extremism. 
The Minister in his speech said that there 
had been similar trouble at certain other 
mills, and he quoted Farleigh and North 
Eton as purchased by the farmers without 
such troubles arising ; and I may say that, 
aq representing those mills, I am indignant 
that any comparison should be mado 
between the mill employees at those places 
and the South J ohnstone mill. The South 
J ohnstone mill has been notorious for many 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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years, and in proof of that stat0ment I 
in tend to quote official documents. The 
General Manager of the Government Central 
Sugar Mills, Mr. Short, who was quoted by 
the Minister, as far back as 1921 used these 
words regarding the operations of the South 
J ohnstone mill-

" This vear's record industrially was 
one of alt;1ost continual trouble. During 
the first sixteen weeks of crushing the 
fitters would not do any Sunday work or 
overtime. which caused considerable 
inconvenience. 

" .... tho overhaul and <tlterations 
w 're serioU5l" interfered with by the 
m.n going on strike and remaining out 
for a period of eleven weeks." 

In 1922 the qme gentleman says-
" Approxirnately five \veeks were lost 

during tho crushing season owing to a 
strike which commenced amongst the 
cane-cutters. Owing to the above delay, 
crushing was , uP;;July prolonged, with 
diS"_struus n-.. 3u1t.s. 

In 1923 the 3amo gentleman says-
,, For the second time in the short 

histo1·v of the South ,J ohnstone mill 
waterside trouble at Mourilyan Harbour 
held np some thomands of tons of that 
;.;ill's <ugar for some months, and, 
r~part froru the lo'"'S (csti1nated to amount 
to m-er £6.-:"00). duo to deterioration, the 
iiJtercst charged on the consequent over­
draft co't apprcxiwatcly £500 monthly." 

In 1924 the same gentleman say,_ 
"linfortunately, the full advantage 

''as not derived by the South J ohnstonc 
mill ov.-ing to an overtime strike which 
militabd against good work, prolonged 
the soason, and resulte-d in a great finan­
cial loss to the farmers and to the mill." 

In 1925 the sarne gentle1nan says-
" The dislocation of transport was 

respon:;iblo for deterioration of stored 
sugar; "S\1, eating in some consign1nents 
was serious, net titre figures as lo'v .as 
87 per cent. having been recorded. Some 
sug,tr was also damaged owing to faulty 
tarpaulins allowing rain to penetrate to 
the sugar." 

I no\v desire to quote from tho " Courier," 
and hon. 1.wmbrrs opposite have taken great 
unction to their souls rec-ently in quoti'lg the 
''Courier." Last January the "Courier" 
reported this-

" Th.-, Government sugar-mill at South 
J ohnstone is ably maintaining its reputa­
tion ; - a trouble centre. For nearly a 
fortnight there has been no work at that 
factory, whcrp 1,800 tons of raw sugar 
etre hmg awaiting removal to the port 
for , hipment." 

The hon. mt'mber for I-Ierbert endeavoured 
to show t~1at the South J ohnstone mill had 
been " finan . .-~ial success, but the Auditor­
General in his report for 1926 says-

" It will be noted that a sum of 
£27.299 ik 4d. has been paid off the loan 
inri<'btPdmss of the Government-controlled 
mills, but as they all made losses, the 
rep :y _nents merely increased the over­
drefh of th.c working accounts, and no 
real r0clnctwn has been effected the 
liability siinply being transferred' frorn 
Loan Fund to Trust Fund (Working 
Account)." 

[1!11., SU'ayne. 

H" savs that between June. 1925, and June, 
1S26, t'he South J ohnstone mill had increased 
it< indebtedness by over £24,000. The 
Auditor-General also stated in 1924-

" Industrial trouble was again experi­
enced. with the result that mill work and 
financial re-;ults \Yere dctrirnentally 
affected." 

On tho stuno p. ?;o ho also states-
.. Th--; financial 11osition of the Govern­

rnc~~t-controllcd mills in their relation­
ship to the Treasury is generally 
un-atisfactory, and it cannot reasonably 
be cxpocted that the Treamry ehoulcl 
continue to carry the losses made." 

C n page 9, in referring to the 1:'\outh John­
stoue rnil!, h8 r,ay.j-

.. The financial result was a loss of 
£ ;3,142 14s. 4J., which includes £22,274 
l4s. ~cl. redemption instalment on account 
of loan frorn Treasury." 

Tho hon. member for Horbert tried to 
pcr'·Clade the HotNJ to believe that every­
thin·~ -.,-as in a glowing conditio:1. Thf' 
farmers realised that their homes were in the 
S.-JUth J ohnstone area, that the position was 
hopclu.-.., that they were tied to the district 
and unable to leave, as are the South John­
stone friends of the hon. member for 
Eacham, and thev decided that some action 
was ncce,.-ar .-. When the farmers had con­
tracted a liability of £400,000 for the pur­
chase of the mill, it is very natural that on 
the change of control they €hould seek to 
bring ab(}ut a chauge in the conditions 
\Yhich had militated against th~ success of 
the mill in the past. In view of the record 
oi the employees in that mill, was it not 
wry natural that a change should be desired 
in some rC'spects? 

Furthermore, in regard to all this non­
'eme and talk about married men, I might 
say that at tha beginning of this year, whilo 
tho mill wa · yet under Government control, 
a strike was declared over the list of 
employees for work in the slack season. lt 
w<ts alleged that the Government manager 
of the mill had given preference in that 
resnect to marri< cl men. Yet hon. member' 
cp[~osite got up and mouth all kinds of 
·~illv utterances about the poor married man L 
But on this occasion the dmnand was 
l':trtly on behalf of single men. The 
trike ccLnlnittee on that occasion sur­

ccs, fully dr fied the Australian \Y orkers' 
Union, which had eventually to knuckl•' 
down io the strike committee controlling this 
affair. ~\fter some persuasion, the strike 
was declared off in February. The trouble, 
therefore, in J 'muary of this year, was 
b8\':LU.<~ the Government n1anager gave 
prcfcronco to married men. \Vhat I have 
said will show that there was a need for 
a, ch .. ;nge in the n1anagen1ent of the 1nil1; 
and it is ju-t as well that capihlists who 
contcrnplah· inYesting money in enterpri ,~e 
in Queew:hnd should kno\v if,. on this 
irnportantt point there IS to bj·; inter· 
fcrc·nco \Yith the ov..-ner of a farrn or 
;dctory as to wlJOm he shoJl employ; 
and whether, in excrcisircg that right, he is 
to be hindered bv strikes which are practic­
ally connived at 'by the Governn1(~nt, or, ;.Lt 
anv rntf', arc allcn';ed to proceed without 
int'crfcrence on their lAtrt. If an investor 
du ·ide3 to invest in anv \Vorks or undertak­
ing, he is entitled t'o engage !he most 
cape ble men he can select. and not be inter­
fered with in that selection, as the South 
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Johnstone mill management were interfered 
with. There is nothing more detriment<~! 
to the progress and prosperity of the State 
than such a policy; and the present results 
of the policy in Queensland are largely 
attributable to hon. lJlembers opposite. li 
any harm befalls Queensland as a result 
of the industrial position, then the blame 
must rest with the Government who have 
been in power since 1915. Hon. members 
opposite state in reply to that criticism that 
there arc industrial troubles in other parts 
of the world. Supposing there are, we 
have had in Queensland a party in power 
for the last twelve years who are supposed 
to legislate to overcome such a state of 
affairs, yet all they have lo say is that 
strikes n bound in other parts of the world. 
In making comparison with our conditions 
and conditions in other parts cf the world 
I doubt whether, taking population into 
consideration, and barring Russia, any other 
country shows out so badly as Queensland. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PJ:BLJC 'NaRKS: 'I'hat 
is a slander on the State you live in. 

Mr. S\YA YNE: It is a reflection on the 
Government who have held office for so 
many years. H.on. mornbers who represent 
Northern electorates should hold tne scales 
evenly, and do justice to both sections of the 
comnlu!uiv. I h,'.VC endeavoured to sho"';v that 
there \Yas" every justification for the manage­
ment of the South Johnstone mill doing 
what they did. Yet I find that the hon. 
member for Eacham, in addressing himself 
to this question, said-. 

"rrhe South Johnstone manage1nent 
staged a light, and deliberately set about 
to create it. Kow that they have got 
themselvc·J into a mess they are endea­
vouring to drag the whole State into it 
for the Jmrpoje of saving their own 
faces." 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: Quite right. 
The SPE;~KER: Order! 

Mr. SW"'I.YXE: I do not think that cno 
hon. member will dare sav outside what he 
said on the floor of this House. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must addre'8 the Chair, rwt the hon. 
member for Eacham. 

Mr. SvVAY.NE: I beg your pardon, Mr. 
Speaker. The hon. member also stated:-

" There is another important point: 
The management of the South J ohnstone 
mill deliberately gave false evidence." 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: That is quite true. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. SWAYNE: That is not true. The 
court said that it was an honest 1nistakc. 
It is a cowardly thing on the part of any 
hon. member of this House to abuse the 
great privilegB we have here and take 
advantage of it. 

Mr. C. J. RYA!>i: It was admitted by the 
Board of Trade. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. SW A YNE: It was stated bv the 
industrial magistrate that it was an honest 
mistake. The hon. gentleman accused the 
manager of deliberately giving false evidence. 

:Mr. C. J. RYA;,r: \Vhich has been proved. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I have repeatedly 
a··ked the hon. member for Eacham to 
refrain from interjecting. 

Mr. SW AYNE : The hen. member goes on 
to make a personal attack on one of the 
directors, and then proceeds-

" That man disagreed with methods of 
arbitration and supported the philosophy 
of Proudhon and men of that type, who 
declared that ' property is theft.' " 

Why, many of the strikers declared that the 
siriia~ was a ·war against capitalism! The 
hon. member goes on to say-

" That man is a positive menace. 
Recently speeches had been made in 
Queensland which, if made in any other 
part of the British Dominions, would be 
drastically dealt with." 

Then the hon. member proceeds to quote 
from a report of what is alleged to have 
happened at a conference held in Mackay. 
He sa·.s-

" " 'Mr. Moule implored the delegates 
to carry a resolution having the follow­
ing effect: -All mills in Mackay and 
the Xorth would be closed consistent 

ith the ability of other mills operating 
to ~upply ~\ustralian requirmnents. 

' He quoted figures fre0ly in support, 
aud said a thorough cam-ass of all 
farmers should be made to recruit 
labour from farmers and their sons. 
He estimated this labour, supplemented 
by free labour, would be sufficient to 
opcr8te the mills intended to b.e kept 
open. He further said that, wrth the 
lrrrge number of unemployed created, 
togdher with the thousands of men 
thrown out as the result of this policy, 
they v, ould beat the workers to their 
knees. 

' :\s an ex-union official, he knew 
the workers sufficiently to realise that 
the consequent hardship would result in 
r •volt against the officials and the Go­
vernment; but the point was that the 
disrmtc must be forcibly extended to 
gc•t these results. Employers )Yould 
benefit throaghout the sugar industry, 
l.>: cause the law of supply and demand 
'lould operate free of restrictions like 
tho Arbitration Courts. They could 
extend their operations, as tho success 
of this policy would bring labour costs 
do--;,nl with a run. 

' To an interjector, "What about the 
a•,;·ards," Mr. 1\Ioule replied that other 
spe 1kers would deal with those aspects, 
but that Qll that the employers needed 
to do was to refuse to observe the 
award, and the court would be power­
lc:,s n nd soon a thing o£ the past. 

' A further interjection was made, 
'' \Yhat about the Southern comumers; 
have you consiclered the,e in your 
;,cheme't" 

' Mr. Moule replied : " The Southern 
ronsu1ners' opinions are moulded by the 
nowspapeu, "ho speak for the big 
employers, and we are fighting the 
cause of all employers, so wh:v con­
sider the Southern consumers?" 

' Mr. Innes (Sarina) strongly sup" 
parted. 

' The proposals of the Innisfai] dele­
gate wore defeated mainly by those 
representing the mill areas that the 
scheme proposed to keep open. 

' The conference decided to use the 
Farmers' Defence Fund to pav the cost 
of working the South Johnstone mill. 

Mr. Swayne.} 
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Lists are to be cir;:ulated amongst 
en1ployers, ir~.viting subscriptions, to 
::ssist the South J ohnstone growers. 
' There is a rnan who is prepared to 

pull down the whole structure for t~1e 
purpose of saving_ hin1self. I a.n1 satls; 
lied that there 1s not an employers 
a~.~oc1aticJn in Queensland gan1e enough 
to come out openly and endorse what Jl.1r. 
l'.foule has said. It is e,-ident that Mr. 
~loule is anxious to extend the <trike. 
It is evident, too, that there are other 
directors similarly placed. Mr. G1lmore 
j ... also a rnilitant rncmber. He under~ 
stands the working-class movement fairly 
\\·ell. I repeat, Mr. Moule at a recent 
meeting of the Growers' Council said 
that ho had led oevcral strikes, and that 
h0 know what to do with the workers. 
I want the people of Queensland-and I 
address mvself particularly to the 
worke1·s-to "recognise their responsibility 
in this matter. I feel quite certain that 
it is the desire of the management at 
South Johnstono to create an extension 
of the present trouble in order to save 
themsc!Yes from the mistakes they have 
made; but I do not think the wo_rkers 
in Queensland are foolish enough to be 
led into that trap." 

These are most serious charges to make. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must kno\\ that quotations from relevant 
documents are permissible, but the hon. 
member's speech for the last t·.,enty-five 
minutes has consisted almost wholly of 
quotations. 

Mr. SWAY::\E: I would point out, Mr. 
Speaker, that the Secretary for Agriculture 
also quoted extracts freely. In order that 
I may put my case fully it is necessary to 
quote what the hon. member for Eacham 
said in this Chamber. I now wish to refel' 
to an apology from the newspaper that the 
hon. member quoted from. 

Mr. C. J. RYA><: What newspaper did I 
quote from? 

Mr. SW A YNE : The hon. gentleman spoke 
on the 24th August. 

[12 noon] 

The " Daily Standard " of 18th August, 
1927, had this to say :-

" In our issue of the 4th instant there 
was published, under the heading 
'Anti-Union Scheme,' what purported 
to be an a<:count of a meeting of the 
Cane Growers' Council at Macka:>. In 
the report reference was made to alleged 
statements by Mr. A. Moule, a director 
representing the Innisfail farmers. 

"\Ve are informed by Mr. A. Moule 
that the alleged report is a series of 
untruths and that no resolution such as 
that referred to in the report was ever 
suggested at the meeting. 

"We accept Mr. A. lYloule's statement 
that the matter contained in the report 
was untrue, and wo withdraw the report 
and apologise to Mr. A. Moule for its 
publication." 

If Mr. Rvan is a man, he would do the 
same thing, or say them outside. 

:\fr. C. J. RYAN: I did not quote from the 
" Standard." 

Mr. SWAYNE: At any rate, it is reported 
m the " Standard." 

[iVlr. Sn·ayne. 

::llr. C J. Rn>:: From a more authentic 
sourcQ. 

~Jr. I-~IXG : Say you arc sorry. 

;\Tr. FRY: \Ye will use that. You said the 
" Stand::trd ., i not authentic. 

::VIr. C. J. HY.\>:: I did not say that. 

Mr. S\YAY.:\'E: Some saY that the South 
.J ohnstone position was onl~; an unin1portaat 
episode in the situation, but I think it will 
he realis.•d that the treatment accorded to 
the South J ohnstone mill management by 
organised Labou1· vas not what it should 
have b( dl, and is likely to recur anywhere 
at am· tinw. The Australian \Yorkers' Union 
is in ··a most peculiar position, because, first 
d all, the Australian Workers' Union tried to 
quell the strike·, and then it afterwards en­
dm·sed the strike. It not only did that, but 
its rej>rcsontatiYe in my district compelled the 
\Vorkcrs there to conti·ibute to what was an 
illegal strike. That, again, is a most serio~IS 
fpature of the position-that men who d~d 
not beliew in dir(•ct action-who believed In 
constitutiDnal methods-should be compelled 
by fon •' under a threat of starvation;-~e­
causc that is what it meant, as no unionist 
would \\ork with them again if they d!d not 
contribut<'-to contribute towards an Illegal 
strike. That is a most peculiar position to 
be in. It bears out the point that I am 
making, that there is a very grave omission 
in the Governors' Speech, ina,much as there 
i3 no roferenc<· whatsoever to amending legis­
lation in regard to the industrial position. 
It seems to me that where there is arbitra­
tion, and where people say that they believe 
in constitutional methods of dealing with all 
these troubles~ organisations have no more 
right to take the law into their own hands 
and resort to violence than an individual 
has. If the law is wrong, Parliament-which 
is clect~d ),:.- L'Ycryone in Queensland over 
hY0nt_v-om• years of age-is competent to set 
right the >Hollg; but certainly the law tJ:tat 
Parliament makes to deal with the qucstwn 
should be obeyed, and that has not been 
done. 

In reg·ard to the utterances of the Leader 
of the Oppo<ition, to which the SeDl'etary for 
AgTicultm·e took such great exception, ~f~er 
dl \\·hat did the Lca·der of the Oppos1t10n 
do but urge obedience to the law, and that 
steps should be taken to prevent a recurrence 
of the state of things we had at South 
J ohnstone recently? I have here a quotation 
from the speech of the Loader of the Opposi­
tion, and I would like to ask those who read 
"Han·'arcl " what objection can be tak:n to 
such utterances as these. Mr. Moore sa1d :-

" I want to express mv satisfacti:on at 
the termination of the industrial d1spute 
which has been going on in Queensland 
for the past week, though I am a little 
disappointed that we have not got some­
thing more definite in the terms of settle­
ment It .eems to me that we are rather 
in the position that a union can still 
declare any commodity ' black,' and 
public senants and public transport 
unions can be drawn into it." 

Is not that correct'? Again he says-
" Before the Premier left for England, 

ho •,tat··d that the weakness of Labour 
lay in the lack of discipline in the 
UlllOllS. 

TlHlt is correct. Again, he used thP'\8 words­
" the lack of coh0sion amongst them, and 
thei1· ignorance of economics." 
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Ccrtainh- that is correct. The Leccdcr of be 
Oppc:.itiou C'Jntinued :--

" I think the hon. gentleruan n1ight 
have vone fllrthcr, and s<Iid that the 
arrogant~ and cont~_nlpt ·which sorne of 
the lua,dors of thl ,e organisatioLs have 
for co11stitutional a11thority aho contri­
butes to the we tkn0ss of the n1o-v _n1ent, 

"'TlE'rr is anoth:!r £actor "'I hie\, to rny 
mind, also 1nilitates extrcn1cl: againEt 
indusi1·ial p~iH e in this Stn.te, and that is 

of the GoYorntucnt ill 
the awa1·os of the Board of 
Arbitr tion and in s•:·eing that 

the law' of this State aro obcvecl, to: ether 
vvith the apparent inability Df the tlnions 
to secure discipline within their own 
nuks. Thoro must be some method by 
which a small section can loo prevc11kcl 
from taking control out of the hands 
of the large organisations, aLd by which 
th0. Government vvill be able to protect 
the rights of the community when our 
laY,;:, aro brGken." 

_\gain, 'peaking with regard to the position 
at the mill, the hon. gentleman said:-

" The directors of the mill were faced 
with the position of placing the mill in a 
satisfactory financial pmition in order to 
meet their cbligations to the Government 
and to the cancgrowers." 

Further on he said :-
"Mr. Justice Webb stated that the 

findings of the in?ustrial magistrate 
wPre supported by endence, and he fnlly 
agreed with them." 

Cin.rly the Leader of the Opposition was 
justified in taking exception to some of the 
statements which have been made on the 
other side. ·Then we have the fact that a 
ballot \vas hken-ancl I have one of the 
ballot-papers here-as to whether Mr. Justice 
Webb's judgment should be observed or not. 
Let mo read it:-

''BALLOT-PAPER. 

" Are vou in favour of accepting the 
judgment of Judge Webb re the South 
John• tone Mill Dispute? 

c "YES 

c "NO 

" If in favour place a X in the square 
opposite the word 'Yes.' 

"If against place a X .in the square 
opposite the word 'No.'" 

Could greater contempt be shown for a 
tribunal than that? The Board of Trade 
went to the greatest trouble in an endeavour 
to settle the dispute. They were most con­
'~ientious in the matter-I am inclined tu 
think they were weak myself-but, at any 
rate, nobody can say that they acted with 
anY lack of interc.st. Yet, when the board 
made an order, thpo.,e strikers had the 
temerity to take a vote as to whether it 
should be accepted or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS: Did 
vou take a vote as to whether the Dickson 
Award should be observed bv the farmers 
er not? -

Mr. SW~\ Y NE: The Mini,ter can show 
nothing to indicate that I did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NaRKS: I kno\V 
you did not, but you advised them not 
to abide by it. 

1927-L 

:1Ir. SI\ AYl\E: I aclviced them to go 
on browing can(~. Xobod-- can S·ay that 1 
did uc:. I think tha.t question ha.:~ been 
brought up beforr· by the hon. member fo<· 
Town""illc, and I hac"O replied to it. [ 
think we all re~lise that there is m·ed for 
legi,Jation on this subject. It -J10uld be 
fli'OYidcd that. the board having given ,L 

Lkci~ion, any.Jne vvho acts in co1npli....,nco with 
i~ ~lvdl be prOtected frorn in.,_ults or violence. 
I w<mltl Jik., to sav that the men employed 
at Souih Jollllston(_; ,, r're uniouists-member3 
of f ... ' _\nstraliau \Vorker:J' lJnion, or what­
(~VL·l.' union ''·'as opt'·._at;ng /n the calling 
concrnccl. They \\'ere not " scabs " in that 
U1e~, dJd belong to a union; an cl tho 
only dLct of the si rike could be tlnt they 
wculd be displaced to make room for another 
cot of nnionists. I sav that where the law 
has been adhered to· and its terms have 
boon carried out people who use words such 
ns ''scab" or " blackleg," in regard to tho 
men ,,ho arc carrying out that law, should 
lw dealt with and the law amended so that 
that ern be done. If I am working in com­
pliance with any law, I am entitled to the 
protcntion of the la\\. 

There is another matter to which I should 
like to refer before I sit down; but before 
I do so I should just like to say that the 
utterances of the hon. member for Herbert 
and the Secretary for Agriculture with regard 
to the prosperity of the South J ohnstone 
mill are not borne out bv facts. What I 
am about to say brought' to my mind the 
fact that the glowing accounts given by 
those gentlemen of the prosperity of that 
mill are not supported by the Auditor­
General. The point I wish to make now is 
that it is time "hat some safeguard should 
be provided against the huge losses which 
periodically occur in our primary industries. 

I suppose that I have been fifty years 
working on thP lfmd in the pastoral and 
farming industries, and it is high time that 
something was clone to guard against the 
losses which do occur in Queensland from 
time to time such as we have been experienc­
ing during the last year or two as a result 
of the drought. I suppose that we may say 
that Queensland has lost between 5,000,000 
and 8,000,000 sheep, and the drought has 
not yet ended. ·we hero i'n Australia lay 
clairn to a continent, and it may be 
quite open to the rest of the world to say 
to us, ''You arc claiming the big continent, 
and. without questioning your right to do 
so, at the s:tme time we certainly think 
that you should justify your claim by taking 
more care of what will be one -of the principal 
sources of the food supply of the world." 

Queensland is essentially the cattle State of 
the Commonwealth, but at times we have 
scarcely a fat bullock left. \Ve must guard 
against that, because the population of the 
v,-orld is growing at a far greater rate than 
our edible live stock. The question is : What 
can be clone to stabilise our stock supplies 
und avoid th<Ose recurring losses? Recently 
I tr-avelled clown from the North by car and 
on my way visited a Peak Downs station. 
The work th.ct was being carried on there 
was a revelation to me. The manager had 
been in charge since 1912, and with the 
exception of a break of three ye~rs, during 
which he was absent, he had cultivated 160 
acres of whe-at. He did not do so for the 
purpose of us~ng the grain, but for the pur­
pose of makmg wheaten hay. \Vc know 
that th~ climate and the rainfall at Peak 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Downs c re not suitable for the successful 
cultivation of wheat for the grain, but for 
lnv it is. This shtion carries about 35,000 
sheep. and the manager was able successfully 
to weather r., couple of droughts with merely 
nor_nal losses, simply because he had his 
own "·hcaL·n ch:cff. This fodder, which 
would ha. ye cost £15 to £17 per ton, is 
nw·Jc on the station at a little oYer £2 per 
toH, and, not only was he able to save his 
stock, but he was able to do it at a very low 
cost. The same lessees own other stations 
in far \\~ c ,.tern Queensland, and not only 
\Vas sufficient wheat gro;,vn on this Peak 
Do"'li.T!.s station to meet the rcquiren1ents on 
L:tt prep 'l ty, but sufficient was grown to 
allow o£ tLc fodder hciHg sent to the other 
Eta tic~ •s, and at least to sa Ye the stud stock 
on thoce properties. I know that what can 
be done in Dne district rnay ~not be done in 
nnc·thcr. but 1dwt has been done on the 
I\~'ak Down3 is an object lrsson regarding 
'-1·hat can be done to avert stock losses. 
Some fift:· ago I was on a c~ttle 
station 30 or 40 mile-, from where this 
g, -1tlernan c·urying on his business. It is 
lJ ,,naclcd th.tt the Pt~ak Downs country is 
f'uiL~b:e for giO',Ying vvhrat only, but in the 
sru.1w district t:;n another type of soil not 
YC'l'_v far a·hay othc!r crops can be gro'\\'11. I 
third< ths t en on should be d-one in this 
Jirvciim_i. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 'Ihu hon. mem· 
bt.\ h.ts (Xh.~usto-d th tin1e allo~;;ed him 
under the Standing Ordcr0. 

Mr. FOLEY (Ltichhardt): I join with 
other hon. 1uer:abers who have spoken in 
co:1gratulating the rnovcr aud sceonder of 
the Addre"s in Reply npon the able manner 
ill which they hlwdll'cl their sctbject. The 
Speech deli.-cr0d b:v the Gover ,or covers 
n1~ny act.i·r1tit<:i of the fJ:.tst, and refers to 
rnnnv actiYitios tha-t ·, ill b·" unde:d.1ken b"~ 
the G-ovcrnn __ cnt in tLe \tCTY near future. , 

A go:xl clcal of conuncnt has b _;en 1naUe b:v 
ho:t. n1cnlbcrs opposiL.! in connection with 
the rer_;o:nt inch-)trial trouble. I do :not 
intend to hold any po,t-mortcm examination 
on th-:J dispute in quc~tion; b'lt I seriously 
hope that o•:t of this dis~'ute will be eyol\"ed 
"o..__lc bodv or council ''hi eh \Yill have more 
rlsponsibllity·, and ,, i11 be reC'ogni,3od by 
both tho i:Kkstrial and the politi~::tl wings 
of Labour in thi:: State, so that in future 
thc)l'C "-ill be a le "-''2r opportunity of such 
a Rt tc of affairs being brought ~bout. 
Alrcadv n1,,ny , f o:_n union leaders ha...-o 
exprt' sed the;r int· ntion of moving in th.tt 
direction. \Vhe>n such a body is eventually 
appoint·-d it is to be ho1wd that it will be 
cornp"sod o~ corrnnon-scn:;,.,) persons, who 
\Yi11 do everything pcs·,,ible to aboli,,h the 
indisrri1ninato syst,-rn of involving such 
'' orkors as thoQ{) engaged in the transport 
s·-,tcln in disDUt()S -in which the' aro not 
cor'_ 'l'!lOd, anri C0'--'2q:Icntly into \Vhich they 
should not b:J dr11wr. I eohall not d--:al ,,,ith 
this quc,·tion at any length. because there 
arc m:1ll:V more irnportant n1attcrs in the 
GoY<'rnor's S;Jcceh that should bo dealt with. 

I int{:>nd to rr·fcr to rcn1arks 1na-dc in the 
Speech in connection IYith mining. rrhc out­
look for 1nininr ln Quc."0n,land is not too 
bl~ight at the pn ;;;cnt tiine. rrhe only bright 
s110t on the hl_1·i ·'J!l are the lik,;lv c;ctivitit':_. 
cf th~ Ru· <;',o-As;:-lt1c Co. in the J\fou~t Is~~ 
distri('t. As (~ result of rny readiEg I under~ 
stand that such companies operate on a Ln·ge 
scalr-, and I ·honc.-,tly behcYc the~,r have a 
bettt~r ;:_,h:1nce of d0aling with the huge· 

[llh. Szcayne. 

deposit ,,f silver-lead ore that exists at 
:i:Ieount I "a than emr,l! local companies, 
'vhich haYe been re·2)0ns1ble for 1nany 
of the m~ni11g slumps in Que£~ns1and. 
It is ulEo \·cry encouraging to note tha,t fh0 

~.!aunt Ellictt Co., Ltd., in the Clollcun·y 
district, n -'lli "2S that there is a possibilitJ of 
dc•aling more efficiently with the hnge deposite 
of ( opp,~r cres cxisti11g in th:t:t district. It 
is to b,-. ::iuc,prcl.Y hoped that the cxperhnent~ 
now bein<~ m~de will lead to so1ne systcm1 
~vhcn?b~ big reduction in costs 'vill be 
broutdlt nbout, 'lnd a consequent further 
d._ yclupn1u<t in the copper districts of Clan­
curry. 

Alth.ongh gt~~n n1inin¥ has not been~ to.uchcd 
upon 111 t~tc t:r.OYcn::.or s Spef..,_'h, I rte':IrP tq 
rcf0r to the fact tl1at sinco the oper;~tion-.1 
of the ,, ppitirc pool wero origi,at· cl every­
thing h:.1~ not been plain saili1~g. \re have 
naturall:T G1:~t \\ ith many {lf the d.ifl-lcultif?s 
tlutt rnarketin:~ organisations meet with wben 
cndoaYourillg to handle large quantltic'~ of 
r c,-:>1'1::-tin lJl'ocluct on an OYOl'bC:ts .!narket. 
The GoYcrnn1cut haYe cxpericL,_;_;d 1nany of 
the {Iiffi( _dties v.-hic>h other InarkLLilJg organi~ 
s.ations ht, YC Lad ~. ith product::; nlLre saleable 
than sappl1ircs. ThG result has bc.en that 
sinrc the t 1l1Crntions of the pool on the 
2apphire fic,lJ £~7,22.5 worth of sapphire::; 
ha....-c b'>'H purci!a~cd fnnn the sapphire 
Lni1k~. h! 1:2!-22 £3-1,650 \Yorth of ::apphjre.-; 
\verc purclu J, and £38,~65 ':\ J:~, received 
fron1 the sto~ :.:; disposed of. In 1923-24 the 
lL'ol purchas-_d £20,230 ~,, orth of sapphires 
f:i'01J:l tllc 111incrs, but \vas only able to dis­
[lO'c nf :£:14,840 W'lrih. Then has been a 
~T--tdual dccrea'3c up to the prc~ nt tim.~ :u 
th.J ~:tlc of llpphircs. In the JT1.r 192-+~25 
the nool purchased £2°.001 ".n·th of sap­
p~tirhi a11d \Ova~ c:blc to dispo'"~~ of onl".T £18,000 
'vort h, Td1ile for the \-car 1926~27 the 
pool \';0' oniy able to d·;SP0'8 <Jf £15,000 
worth. That gives some idea of the dift1-
culti~r; Yrhid1 have to be f2~2d OYer3ea,, Our 
sL'lling ag,- ,> a·dvisc~ that the "Thole or part 
of ( e diHic:ultics h~J ha2 lnt r '"ith has 
r~ ;:ultcd frr·~n the fluctuation of tlH" Fre1tch 
and Continental currencies, particularly to 
the cxtc•:1t to ,,·hich FrcnL'h currell'~Y depre­
cinteC!. then_·b. aff'v:ting the LX_ -~1an~2 rates 
betlrcc11 Eng·la.ild an cl Fra nee, '- s ~~ l-csult of 
1c·hid1 thcc nJue of sapphire's fell to the 
Pxtent of £2 per oz. on first-grade stones. 
The ~ellinp; agDnt also col_:Iplaincd that n1twh 
of tlv' t;i.'ndiGfr done on this side has bPen 
faulty, 1 ith the rc-ult that a good deal of 
culling h:: s been necesSary on the other tJide 
before- 1t i~ po ~:--ibl-e for 'hin1 to ~ubmit the 
gerns to clients 1.dlling t) pun has.e. 

l\Ir. ~,~corn:: That rDea11s bad buyir...J. 

1\Ir. FOLT~Y: That is ~o. Bad buying is 
part]-,- 1 ~pu:_..,ib]c for the position. I n1ight 
rncntion that tho Ivlincs Dcpartn1enc has been 
tctalh· dcnendcnt unon m·0!l wb 1 ,..,-ere con­
~£ .. ::"{(~;·£: cl to -hclYe C\_pc~rt kno\;,rl,--dge in grading 
E:cpphiros. 

:\_lr. J I OORE : DD you n1ca.n bad buying? 

;..=r. FOLEY-: Bad bnying is part1:.· rcspon­
,j))]e; bnt I might a h) mentiou that the 
l\1inrJ Der< n-· ·~nt h~s bc0n total1v d0pendent 
l'JJOn lnu{ who aro considered to ·have expert 

in th0 grac~ing of s ~Pphires to 
t::or._. "1 ynluu ·v. <>J rcccjy Jd for the 
--Grn·cr.•lnL·nt \Yere paying. Dnfor­

t unatcly. r -2cording to the reports of our 
~:_ lli1lg v_~,ent. thrse men have not gi-;-en 
the Y.tlu to the Goycrnmcnt that ;, as due. 
'j_'ho P}.'_'Lricr 111:-:do it hif? business during his 
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recent visit overseas to inquire thoroughly 
into the marketing of our 'apphires. 'l'hc 
result of his investigations was that we shall 
probably haYe to suffer a loss on the 
sapphire:; that we have in hand on the other 
side of the world, and that buying opera­
tions on this side will have to be restrictecl 
until Lmch of the surplus we have no•'• on 
hand is disposed of overseas. That is one of 
the grelltest difficulties with which our sell­
ing agent hr,s been faced, because from the 
time he started operations he hud to con­
tend vvith an enorn1ous quantity of sapphires 
s, nt from AustrrJia, and although the 
fig-ure-• I haYe qnotcd ehow that our selling 
agent kept pace with production to the 
point at which the exchange rate b•,gan to 
operate, still he fo·md it impossible to de J 
with the surplus gems which hP took OYer 
011 his appointm0 nt as solo selling agent. If 
the Premier imists upon adopting what hn 
terms "strict business mLthods " in regard 
to this particular pool, then the outlook for 
those on the field is not too bright. The 
miners on the field had alreadv suffered a 
holdup for over eighteen months when uo 
stone ;yas purch<>sed by the Government. 

Mr. MoORE: Other people have been 
purchasing. 

Mr. FOLEY: Yee, there may have been 
a small kakagc in thd direction; but the 
point I \~·ant to n1akG is. that the Govern1nent 
should conside1· the adoption of a system 
whereby with the money obbined from the 
\-ale of gems overseas gems n1ay be pur­
chased from the miners at a price which 
\vill guarantee the Governnwnt against 
future loss and at the same time may assist 
in recouping past losses. Fa1ting the adop­
tion of such n, systmn, I v.-o:.lld 1 ike to sec 
son1e sci-,cnle forn1ulatr~j \vhicl .. will preyent 
the leak~ge IIJ which the I cader of the 
Opposi~icm has referred. 1t is well known 
that thoro have bl'en illic:t bu;~ ers operating 
on the sapphire fields durinf\" the time the 
pool has been in operation. Those buyers 
ha Ye been paying for pick< d or choice 
<>pphirc-, pric:;s mw.h higher than the 
GoYernment pay for avora,'_,c-qu 1lity parcels. 
The result is that this leakage h •.s c•>I.­
tinued, and, not\Yiil1standing my sugge:oti<Jn 
tu the efft'ct that a special price for S'Jeei.ll 
g-rcH:;•s should be adopted, nothing has hc:_·n 
<lone in that conncrtion. \Ve should do 
something to prevent the leakage that is 
going on at the pres~nt time by giving 
assistance to the men on the field, and I 
ask that full consideration be given to 
the suggc-.tion which I have put forward. 

l\fr. MooRE: Don't vou know tliat an offer 
has been m ado to tak"e all the gems hold by 
th<l GoYernment at the pricB the Government 
ga Ye for them? 

J',fr_ FOLEY: vVo han: had different rcpre­
sontatioLs made to the Secretary for :Mines 
with rco;ard to the purchase of sapphires. 
We haYe had off<ers from Ge1many. I myself 
have communicated to the Premier offers that 
have been made from Germany. \Ve have 

also had an offer from nn alleged 
i!l2.30 p.m.J g-em buyer from _1\morica; but, 

when it is all boiled down, therc­
i:-; no one in a bctt _r r~At).::ition to di· po ~--of our 
gCIT"l tlLn our prP~0~t selling agents. Xo 
'--'lle w-jll 1na.ke :t ·dirc~f't offer for the purcha'3c 
of onr gcn1s, hut tl-Ly are all prepared to 
mak:._! ·- :1 <:rffcr sin:;_ilar to the arrangements '"'·o 
aro .,-·orkit~f! undC'r at the pres-P-mj tiJne with 
Tn,fu·· BrntH;rs in London; that is, they 

v i:l act as selling agents and leave it to luck 
, to how many they can di,pos~ of on the 

J-:-nropoan n1arkct. \Ye havo got an i1rrange­
nH.:nt of that sort now. R0c0ntly a rnan b-, the 
na:me of lzor came frcn1 An1c1:ica and sPoke 
as though he had rnillion::: of pound.s b hind 
~1iu1. I--:Ic ~aid that he could -disp-,se o£ 1 h·~ 
.,,-hole of our s;\pphires if giyon a rca~onable 
tirne in which to do it; but, when a concrete 
pr-.po.-.;iti._n \\·as. puu to hirn, it was found that 
the rnill!ons hl :;mo1::e of wero not thcl'e. \Ye 
then v·,"cnt so far" <:..s to oiTt:r this individuaL 
\'.L,) I think is the iudiv<dual the Leader o£ 
the Opposition i referring to, largo parcels of 
r :t.pphirc~, to the v:tluc of many thou~fLnd3 of 
rJOu: ds, and to pL 88 thu1n in ~ bank in Kew 
'{ork, provided hu would put up a fidelity 
bond cu~n,ring tho v.1lue of th;; sapphires. So 
'ur he has has not acceptc d that offer. It 

ill, therefore. be seen that there is not much 
:JlLJinc~s behind hin1. I urJdr l"tand that since 
then d, srnall con1pany h'".S bee-n forrncd \Ybich 
im·- offered to take p·,rc,l' of sapphireo of ,~ 
Lduc of a1Jout £3: r!OO nvt?ry three or fou;.: 
UlO-lths, and prmnisecl to use >E'\'ery effort t 
t~ispose of then1. ~Iter going jnto the 1nattc·r 
fairly ext nsiYcly, seeing that I was directly 
interested., I can1c to the conclusion that it 
Trefus Brothers, London-a firrn \Vith a cnpi­
tul of many n1illions of pounds and an orgaLi­
i' ttion cov.cring practically every part of tho 
ciyi}i.';cd world-canuot dispose of our sap­
r:·hirr~~, a sm~lJl firn1 with a capital of a frw 
thou,'and pounds will not be oblc to do nuy 
better. I sinc,rdy hope that the suggestion 
I have• m tde will be accepted by the :'vlinister, 
''" at least it ;vill preYent absolute stan-ativn 
and the abandonment of the mining camp 
at Ruby Vale. I tmsb that the very lec.st tl:0 
GoYernment ;;·ill do with the nwnevs in hand 
~t present and the further moncvs' that ma­
CJlne to hand in the future i:rom~ the ndc o~i 
sapphires OYerseas will bo to purcha,e the 
b'--'~t gra,Jc of sapphires which arc readily 
><deabie at special price~, and so enrrble th<l 
1niners to c ·aTY on until the Governrncnt are 
able to c:sp0:3c~ oi the huge stockc-3 in haud 
the present tirne. lf nothing is done until 
-.Yholo of prc~cnt stock,, arc di:--pm;r-d of in 
Etn:c:pc-vdlirh n1ay take eighteen nwn~hs or 
t\YO years-there \vill be Ycry f.ow tniner::: able 
to lu~ ng ont exLept a few old-age peLsion _r~, 
a already on the field they have suii'cl_ [ 
cib:nc-cn n1onths of starvation. 

I wish nm.- to make refero:nce to the pro­
g-ress that is being m ado in the coal industr,:<". 
It i., stated in His Excellency's Speech that 
the coul indnftry of the State is rnaking 
s~tisfactOl) p1-•-n·cs'. In my electorate there 
i- r ... 1thcr a fine area of coal-b~aring country, 
and the progress being made in that part of 
(2ucenslaud ls only ~ufiicient to provide onu 
or tw-J days' ~-"":ork per \reek for the mincJ 
operating there. I Ilnd also that vorv Jitth~ 
Cl al is l :•ing exported. As a 1nv.,tter ~f fact, 
praciit ll;, in every rnining centre in tht: 
Sr te the eu1ployc " working in the n1inin;:, 
indu~try an ''' orking short tilne. That sho\Y5 
that there are Loo lHJny mines opcruting in 
Quer11sland at the present tin1e to supply 
local rcquir:- n1cnts, and iho only hope of the 
\YOrkcr." in the cc1hnining industry getting 
an3 thing· near fu.\1 tin1o and a decent rcn1u­
llcrution for their scrvic, _., so that they y, ill 
be able to rear thci familie- in comfort ths 
:3 ·lll ns o~lu_._ 'ol'kc-r-., is to build up an 
'--'S::lJOl't tr ,dr:-. I nu~illtain that. ns 2 have 
had clifhculti•:s in the marketing of a few 
tLuu:;;ond pounds' 1vorth of sapphires and in 
c_.-. •ry other n1arketing organisation '\Ve have 

1111·. Poley.] 
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',o shall cncc~1nter greaL:r 
the 1narkcting of the coal pro­

the State. \Ye haYe ill Blair ~·.trol 
• ~onl1 Dll arC'a. of about 5 square milo;:;: con­
u~ ining a ~'-am of coal averaging c~ feet 
thick. which conl(!_ be 1nincd at less cost than 
dH) l' al in any othe1· district in Qucensla~.d. 
:\,, ·,.·ith,tandiug the !m. < of productrou 
: l!d td':.: favourable c..:port freight rates ·which 
the Go·,-ernn1cnt arc giving, ho'"'-ever, th.:: 
Blair Athol people have uct been able to 
o:port 1,000 tons during the cm·renc; of the 
concc;:,:.-lon. The s.atnc rernark applies to nltny 
othcc coal-producing- an:as closer to the c~ast. 
E'en Bow on, "" ith its favourable .dcpo~Ii; of 
high-quality coal practic:.!l:, right on the 
c:Jast, has eXll..:rted practi~ally notlnng 111 
con1pRrison "l., .ith iL producthJn for local (;011-

sumption. The'·'' conditions do nd ailply to 
other countries in the \vorld~ J..nd 111 my 
opinion the whole :-;olutioi1 lies in getti115 
some larfio company, such as the Russo· 
A~iatic Uorupuny, \vhich is going to operate 
at ::YIGunt Is.t, to take the thing in hand and 
put the cc.,J.l on the !nar~\:ct-practically force 
it into use by dt.pnpmg rt on the markets of 
the orld and l 'tahlishing a trade by that 
mean>. How could one expect a little corn­
puny like the Blair Athol Company, :vith. a 
<'Upital of .1 few thoueand pounds behmd It, 
lo do ansthing like that? It rcqmrcs an 
org.tni:3ation like the L'unerican Coal Export 
Uon1pan~, with. million::, o.~ pounds at i~s dis~ 
pcs:ll. It has rts own rar,ways an~ shrps to 
carry its coal, and a perfect organ1sat1on or 
systern of agencil ~ in the Yarious coal markets 
cf the globe. \Ye cannot expect to got apy· 
where unle<, our coal is handled on snmlar 
lines. v;e must haYc capital behind our min· 
ing conc.er·ns. \\' c must produce our coal .at 
a Jninjn1u1n cost, and, in addition, ,~-e must 
ha ye a big organi8ation with its own boats, 
nnd he prepared to dump the article on the 
world and establish market.· in that way 
before we shall be able to do cmvthing in the 
direction of getting what is \vorth being 
cailed an export trade. 

Let me take Blair Athol as an illustration 
for another proposition. I do not wish to 
seem parochial in referring to this place; but 
it has a deposit which is eminently suitable 
for n1ining on a large scale-rnore suitable 
than any other coal deposit in tlw State. It 
is cuch a deposit of coal that, if it existed in 
America, for instance, it would be mined by 
stripping the overburden-which is only 60 
feet in thicknPss-wi th steam shovels, thus 
getting a clear fa0e of coal 65 f.eet deep. To 
eotablish the necessuv plant at Blair Athol 
would probably run i;;to something not much 
less than £250,000, if it is to be done effec­
tively; and there is no Australian or Queens­
land company that is prepared to take on 
such a gamble a>· to establish such a plant 
and. force the coal on the markets of the 
world. I contend-and I maintain I am 
logical in my remarks-that. unless you haYe 
the capital to enable you to go into the 
matter on a big scale, and unless you are 
prepared to dump your article on the markets 
of the worlcl where other coals are already 
fitahlislwd, you hcwe no chance of success. 
l make the"e remarks with the idea of pre· 
1·cnting anybody from being misled in.to 
thinking that oqr coal industry is in a satrs· 
factory sbte. It is not; and I am afraid it 
wiil not be until some company with large 
capital gets hold of the industry and is pre· 
pared to work on the lines I have suggested. 

[Mr. Foley. 

~\ir. I(IXG : ~-\l'i :_vou not up rrgainst tlw 
C'lpit:Ji,:';t:"? 

J\Ir. FO_Lf1~-y: \\Tc arc living in a ctpital~ 
i tic and :::o long as thut i:> t:lO '' u havo 

c lpitaEstic line 

~ [r. l(IXG: \Yhy arr you not hon"r't on the 
hu.::tin6·;:, '? 

j.c1· . .FULE \': I ha Ye been honest, ,md my 
1 ~rty has been hon·· ,t in this rec-.pect. 

I dcsir(' now to refer tD the disas~r~Htd 
effects of the drought at pres~nt provarhng 
throu"hout Queensland. It rs becommg 
1nore o apparm~t to the average individual 
\Yho has not given much thought to . the 
question that a droug:ht has . very senom 
effects on the ee>momrc condrtwns of thB 
country; and that is. being felt throug~out 
Queensland, rend particularly m the eap1tal. 
\vhere hundreds of ctnployees arc ben:g a1;:; 
missed, and < ll are bcginnin,g to realise ttle 
importance o{ the pastoral mdustry t.o this 
Bta te. (Jf course, there are many thmkwg 
men who han.l already realised the extent 
to ''hie h the State is dependent on the pas­
toral industry; but the value of the industry 
ht,, been driven home more of late to those 
unthinking persons who have not bothered 
to consider thp great part which the pastoral 
indnstrv plavs in dur comn1unity. Th0 
drought has ~had a very scriou': effect on 
the finances of the State and on the finance" 
of privah busine,ses. The question . asked 
is: \'\hat steps ore to be taken to mrtrgate 
the effects of drought in the future? We 
know that it is not possible to prevent the 
occurrences of droughts, but very little na~~ 
lwen done in that direction in Queensland, 
notwithstanding that we have passed through 
,·cry many droughts and at a v_ery great loss. 
It is hiah time that somethmg was done 
t<; mitig:"ate th0 effcc~s of droull'ht. The 
Da.wson V alley irriga t10n area wrll play a 
verv bi"' part' in assisting to alleviate the 
effects ~~ drought in the future. If some 
scheme were established much good could 
be done. I understand that it is very likely 
that at no distant date a scheme for storin"' 
suitable fodder for sheep will be inaugurated 
w that it veil! be ready in time of drought. 
Thi, fodder will then be railed to tno 
drourrht stricken arh1S of the State, instead 
of b"'eing imported at an oxor?itant cost 
from New South \V ales or earned by our 
railways at a loss. During the present 
drought many hundreds of thousands of 
pounds have been spent in purchac·ing fodder 
for staning stock, and the rail way. deficrt 
is largely attributable to the c.arnage of 
this fodder and stock at concessiOn rates-­
rates unprofitable to the Railway Depart~ 
rnent-in order to assist those in the drought 
stricken areas. By the inauguration of a 
scheme for the storage of fodder in the 
Daw·,on Valley area there is a po.s,ibility 
of this expenditure being con~rderably 
reduced. The Government should grve care· 
ful consideration to the utilisation of ever) 
irrigrtble spot in this State as near as 
possible to the prtstoral areas. If fodder 
were stored at 'Theodore it would be neces· 
sary in times of drought to cart that fodder 
from that ,,entre by rail to Rockhampton. 
Then the fodder would be railed from Rock· 
hampton to Longreach and Barcaldine to 
the \V e'· tern districts where it was required. 
I consider that the Government should deter­
mine every irrigable site as close as possible 
to the pastoral areas. No doubt the Dawson 
Valley area will serve that district very 
well, and much better than can be done by 
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carting fodder from New South \Vales. I 
raise thi, matter because of a place close to 
Emerald which is really in the heart of the 
Central-western pastoral area. TherP is an 
irrigable site known as Nogoa Gap which 
has been pointed out to the irrigation 
authorities for a considerable number of 
years. No a ttcmpt has been m a de by any 
GoYctnment to attempt to utilise those 
po,sibilities for drought cocnbative purpcses. 

The SE'RETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRK'-·: Has 
any report eycr been prepared upon it? 

:VIr. FOLEY: A report was presented 
upon the schmne n1,~ny years ago. I n1ain­
lain that such sites, although not on such a 
largt' s9alo as the Da\vson irrig~~tion schen1c, 
are qUJto large enough to <:'stablish a c-}n­
sidemblo number of scttlcr2. and produce 
sufficwnt fodder in good times by irrigation 
to food all the sheep in Queensland if 
necessary. Yet we shall probably have the 
~pecta<:le at some later date when a drought 
t'l ragmg of large reserves of fodder being 
sto~·cd up at Theodore and in the district, 
ana thL•n carted hundreds of mile; to 
drought affected areas, when the whole 
fodder required could be grown and stored 
practicall.v on ;;he spot, if investigation and 
attention were paid to such phases of the 
matter as I have alluded to. Tho site for 
that scheme would be right in the heart of a 
pastoral area in the Central-\Vest. I do 
net d<'sire to be charged with advocating 
the establishment of an irrigation scheme 
close to pastoral areas simply because the 
site happens to he in my electorate. I offer 
the suggestion in good faith, and particu­
larly because I happen to know not only 
the srtc but the facilities offering. 

\V'! shall be called upon during the session 
to gtYO attention to the neport of the Land 
Settlement ~\dvisory Board. I regret that 
I have not more time to deal with that 
report; but I assume that at a later date 
a Bill based on the recommendations of 
the board will be introduced, when we shall 
have a better opportunity to deal with the 
matter. I have perused the report which 
i'3 a very co1nprehonsiye one. It is' a verv 
frank ono, made by men who have previous!~, 
been officers of the Lands Department. 'fhe 
board has shatt8red many of the old ideas 
prevalent in regard to land settlement and 
administration. Its members have even gone 
to the extent of practically :condemning 
lhemselYes as members of the administrative 
branch of the Lands Department by pointing 
out that the poltcy of the department in 
the past ha; been faulty amd needs drastic 
tt'organisation in the future in the interests 
of land settlcme•It. 

One of the most important matters dealt 
with is the question of the livin~ area. 
Another is the extension of lea~cs. I 
believe that an ext2nsion of lea·es as a 
principle, is a verv unsound one. ' It is 
recommended that" extensions shall be 
granted to lcf'"'C·:'s of many leases ,vhich have 
expired and of many leases about to expire 
on the ground that they have suffered heavily 
durmg the drought. The point I wish to 
make to back up m.v objection is that, if 
we as a Government once establish that 
principle, we shall be £>teed with the same 
que -tion on the oCDasion of future droughts, 
and sht·ll be under an obli~ation once having 
conced.ed the principl0, "'of gi~ing further 
extensiOns of leases to leases that it is 
recommended to extend. As a result there 
will be no possible chance of that land 

becoming available to the Crown for 
intending settlers. It is on those grounds 
that I base my objection. I wish to make 
it quite clear thctt this proposal will not 
have my support. The recommendations 
with regard to the Jiying areas haye upset 
the ideas of many men engaged in the 
pastoral industry. I have come in contact 
with many such men, but, notwithstanding 
the fact that many men, when asked point­
blank a blunt quc>tion on the matter, will 
t"ll vou that a much smaller area than 
that ·recommended is sufficient to make a 
living from, I am compelled by the logic 
and L1cts present"d by the board with their 
recommendations to agree that the area 
specified by them is about the mi·nimum 
which can be giYen to land settlers in the 
f utnre with safety. 

:\Jr. FRY (Enr;lpn): I wish to join with 
otlwr hon. members in the cordial expressions 
of welcome which this State extended to His 
Excellency the Governor, and also in the 
other sentiments which are expressed in the 
Address in RPply. 

Apart from the per"onal references of His 
Excellency in expressing thanks for the 
r0ception accorded to him, and also his 
remarks in rdercnce to the recent visit to 
this State of the Duke and Duchess of York, 
I ilnd yerv little in the Address about which 
to be elated. There are one or two para­
graphs in tlw Governor's Speech which will 
requi1·e a good deal of comideration, and 
there are some paragraphs which will call 
from eYorvonf' some fayourable comment and 
0ndorspn1Cnt; but it n1ust be borne in 1nind 
that the Governor's Speech is usually a 
carefully prepared statement of the Govern­
ment, giving an account of their steward­
ship, and commenting on the broad econo- · 
mic situation of the StatP drawing atten­
tion to the events of the v<ear, and fore­
casting their future activitie"s and anticipa­
tions. From that standpoint the Speech 
is disappointing. 
Let us considN the big things that should 

occup,v this Parliament during the session. 
The economic position of Queensland is a sub­
ject stacding out in silhouette as one requir­
ing careful and serious C01JsidC'ration. Atten~ 
tion must then be giYcn to the futur-e pros­
pects of the State. However, bdore we can go 
illto a careful consideration of these matters, 
v e rmFt look hock over the roa-d along 
which the Stat» has travelled. For the past 
fifteen vcars the Labour Government have 
had an· unrestricted opportunity of demon­
strating to the people of Queensland and to 
the "·oriel at large the glorious advantages 
of their policy for the socialisation of indus­
trv. They started off under the most fa YOlH­
a ble conditions, with an outlook where every 
prospect was pleasing, and \vhero there was 
cvpry cncouragcn1ent for sue:ce')::l. There was 
p!cnt_,- of moteo:• in the Treasury; there was 

million pounds in the Trust Funds: what­
ever Shte enterpri"es were b--ing undertaken 
"ere in a sound condition. Such were the­
frr,-onrable conditions undet' which the Labour 
Party assumed office twe-lve years ago. \Vhat 
is the position to-day? Industrial dcpre<sion 
i_~ DYerywhPre prr,-,ent; disrupting influences 
are at work; and a. period of ilnancial stress 
i-; being experienced ; yet t.ho Government 
L-'me into office under conditions which could 
not have been more favourable in any other 
part of the world. 

The Government have blamed tho drought 
for almost eYery evil that has beset them; 

lfir. Fry.] 
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t haYe found some means of linking up 
0'.-ery obstade that carne in their way with 
the chortage of "':1tcr from the heaYens. 

::-.I ever on one occasion have thev 
[2 r.m.] looked inwardlv and found in 

themselves the "reason for their 
O'.;-n incompeten-cy. \Vc hear very nice 
ad<lrPsses giYen by the Secretary for Agricul­
ture. For instance, I haYc a copy of one 
be-re, and I shall give him the credit of 
saying that his speech on that occasion v;acl 
<llle of very high standard and one of which 
i approve. He said this-

,, To maintain the high standard of 
]i,·ing that has been set in J.ustralia in 
thosP industries which were the subject 
of international co:npetition it was neces­
sary that the:· should have the highest 
standard of efficiency and production." 

\Yith that we all agree; but I will take the 
opportunity before I sit down of showing the 
incapacity of the Government to bring this 
pc,;ition about. The policy of the Govern­
ment is set out in a red covered book issued 
b,v the Queensland Labour Government in 
1918 under the caption ''Socialism at Work." 
Hero we have a vision of an independent 
glorious prosperity. In chapter 2 page 7 
of this book we are told- ' ' 

" The Government adopted the day­
labour system in carrying out public 
works as a n1cans for securing economv 
and increasing efficiency. Abnormal 
conditions urising from the ~Yar, and, in 
a lrs~,er degree shrinkage of production 
remiting from the 1915-1916 drought--" 

.t3L r .in mind drougflt CYery time ! 
" had forced upon the State Govern­
:rncnt the choice of three altr,rnai:ives." 

j\' o·.,- pay attention to this-
" Ta'Ultion might haYe been increased 

till reaching breaking point, beyond 
wh1ch the people could not pay." 

Is that not the case to-day"' I challenge the 
l;o-;cmment to deny it. It goes on-

" Loans might have been piled to a 
crushing mountain of debt for the 
houlders of poderity ;--·• 

L thilt not the case to-day? Again I chal­
leng-<' the GovNnmcnt to deny it-

'· or the Stote might engage in industry, 
1,nd by that rncans honotu~ably earn. for 

t:JC whole of the people, profit which 
previously found its way into the pockets 
of a numerically small class of the com­
munitv. Dcc,;ring· to lighten rather than 
to iJHT0a>c• the b-uden of taxation and 
d~t.r,nnined to cntPr into no oblig~tions 
w,nch the country could not be regarded 
so fdy as ab!o to meet, the Quccnshnd 
Le bour Gm-ernment naturallv adopted 
the policy of launching uiJon Stata 
enterprises--'' 

:\ow listen to this-this is where the virtue 
i' r,oing- to corw in. This is what thev hoped 

·to nchicYe- " 

"tn rctajn for the State tho profit pro.,.,-i­
ouslv arcruing to pri"'.·ato cntE'rprisP_ add 
to the rcycJmc anrl render taxation and 
borro,'.-ing increasingly unnef'C~.~J .. r•·." 

'\Ir. HVXES: \\"hat is 1vrong with that 
policv? 

01t-. FRY: I will tell tLe hon. member. 
I. -t n: r:o a little further. This policy was 
go:ng to ~ecnrc grc;1tcr economy. It was 

[Mr. Fry. 

going to retain for the State the profits pre­
viously accruing to private enterprise, and 
show how cattle stations and the meat trade 
could be managed. Ill that regard let us 
turn to pege 39, paragraphs (3) and (4). 
This is what this book says in regard to State 
c., ttle stations and the meat trade-

"(3) 

"(4) 

To increao,c the sbbility of the exrort 
trade by making supplies more regu­
lar, wlcich may be effected b;- fight­
ing drmq·ht through the unified and 
sy3t('Inatic control of numerous 
catt!e ,tations (though the Govern­
ment has not committed itself to 
promi,cs of entering the export trade, 
the steps now being taken happen 
to hy tho foundation of such a 
policy being embarked on at any 
dab when a Government deems it 
advisable to do so); and 

To increase the stock-carrying 
capacity cf the land included within 
the sphere of the State's cnt0rprise, 
and therefore the remunerativeness 
of the busir,css-an end which may 
be reached by inciuding within the 
operation of ono managing head 
cot~utrv on \vhich weather flurtua~ 
tions, ·:differenn~s of soil. and other 
natu_ral ,;~ariatiuns, may balance one 
anot11er. 

What is the position of the State shtions 
to-day? They have made enormous lo,-.ses. 
Thcv 'have accomplished nothing they set 
out to do, and tho Govern me 1t arc prepared 
to welcome with open ~'·nH <tlWLc,dy who 
will take the responsibility from their 
i<houlders. 

Lot me quote a little further. The Govern­
m< nt wore going to show how the mining 
industry could be made to succeed and 
bring great prosperity to Queensland. This 
book says-

" Tho control of th,-· pub1-ir: administra­
tion of Queensland by the Labour Party 
has bcc>n followed by preparation for a 
Yigorous policy of mining enterprise by 
the Gov<•rmncnt. In its capacity as the 
I <rgcst con- umcr of coal in the State, 
t'he Administration resolved on initiating 
the policy of supph•ing its own needs. 
This. it is 'onte·ndecl, will not only save 
to the public exchequer the amounts 
which preYious]:; reprceontcd the profits 
made by private minoowncrs in supply­
ing the public requirements, but will 
a lea achieve a. further saYing through 
increased efficiency and organisation, 
Jl1anncd to bettt'r 1ncct particular rcquirc­
rncnts. 

" In entering into the bu:.-,lness, the 
State \\ill rcsc it' operations on a brge 
scale, "·hich, in itself. mmt make for 
both efficiency and economy." 

1 could (To through this book and quote 
-:.1:1 r~'Jgr··. rh a ftpr par~. graph in simil 1 r strain. 
Tho outlook 1.; arc:. a good on0. but the results 
\\-'Pro fai1PrD. They w0rc going to show how 
tl;, y could rl'n the railways and save £10,000 
a _year. (Govr:rnmcnt laughter.) A corn­
mitt"~ of the brains of the Labour Part:.­
appointed by the Caucus inquir~d into the 
r;,ilwa·,·s. and s2id that it could be done. 
and the, Government intended to do it, but 
the:: founrl they could not do it. 

Th0 Government were' going to take over 
the fish industry, and so organise it that 
g·ood cheap fish would be available for the 
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people, and wasteful organisation would be 
saved. Did they do it? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AKD IxDuSTRY: 
Yes. 

Mr. FRY: Where? The Queensiamd 
GDvernment found when they started that 
they had to send boatloads of fish do'' n the 
bay and dump it the same as anyone else. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICliLTURE: Shock· 
ing ~ 

Mr. FRY: Deny it if they can ! And how 
<.liJ they save wasteful organit-3ation? They 
pcJmised improved methods, but they had 
to adopt the same methods which they said 
private enterprise was using. Thr"y took over 
the fish industry to avoid those methods; but 
they followed in the footsteps of private 
enterprise once n1orc. 

They also told us how they were going 
to run the shipping industrv. lt. is indeed 
true that they made failm:es of all these 
things, but you will find no mention of it in 
the GDvcrnor"s Speech. The truth is that 
the following statement, by no less a person 
than the leader of the party, the Premier 
himself, is nearer to the point. It appeared 
in the Quecmsland papers and in the 
.... London Times"-

.. One of the greatest obstacles to 
development in Queensland is the influ· 
ence of a small but noisy section of 
extremist leaders who are utterly with­
out regard for the problem of develop­
ing industries upon which the welfare of 
the State depends. Recently a few of 
tho'e men defied the Arbitration Court 
and flouted its awards and declared 
Government works 'black.' Mr. 
McCormack advised them, threatenecl 
them, taunted them, but all without 
result. Finally he declared that the 
weakness of Labour lies in its lack of 
discipline, its lack of cohesion, and its 
ignorance of economics." 

It is necessary to keep in view the socialisa­
tion of industry policy of the Government 
when dealing with the economic position of 
Queensland, and I must first of all find out 
'vhere- the achni·nistration starts, how it is 
carried on, and what we can hope for in the 
future. ·what are the results of that policy! 
First of all. the State control of the public 
sPrv-ice has resulted in inefficiency reigning 
where efficiency previously was tD be found. 
'The -;an1e trading concerns, \Yhich have been 
e.,tflblishcd under the most favourable and 
preferential conditio21S \Yhich the State give~, 
have been fuddled. 

Mr. BnccE: \Vhat do you know about 
'·fuddled? ' 

~;Ir. FRY: Look up the dictionary! It 
'f>( ctns exacth- what I have said it means. 
l'rivate industry has been crippled by taxa­
tion imposed fm· Covcrnn1cnt purposes. Tho 
deficicr.ciF-~, in State enterprises have been 
made good by taxation impo·•cd on private 
industries that have been 1naking good. 

Let me now deal with the mining industry. 
In QuccnslBnd the mining industry ha.s 
declined to a dangerous extent, 1927 being 
probably the most disastrous year in the 
mining industry. ?.1illions of pounds of the 
monev of the State have been sunk in these 
unprofitable State ventures, the biggest por­
tion of the money being lost be~·ond recovery. 
On examining the Government policy and 
administration there can be only one con­
dusion-thr,t it reveals a state of helpless 

optimism-helple<,sness so far as the Govern­
nlCnt arc concerned, and optimisn1 so far as 
their supporters are concerned. Recently, 
when the Tariff Board visited Queensland, 
there was an advocacy for a bounty on 
copper. If I am not mistaken, I believe I 
have he~rd the Secretary for TVIines stress­
ing the need for a bounty on copper, but I 
fai!Pd to notice that any steps were taken 
by tho Government to place the case of a 
bounty on copper effectively before the 
Tariff Board. Certainly the Government were 
represented before the board, but the person 
who should have been there to state the case 
for the Government in connection with State 
n:inir;; undertakings was the Secretary for 
Mines himself, who has had control of the 
depe<rtmcnt for many years and fully com­
preh<•ndod the policy of the Government. 
\'."as he there to advoc:.te a bounty on copper? 
\Vcrc the Government effectively repre­
sented? l';;o, Sir! The onl} reason that I 
can r,dvancc fo1· the Government not endea­
vouring to place the case for a bounty on 
copper effectively before the 'Tariff Board 
i3 that they might have been asked for 
information as to the dealings by the Go­
vernment in copper. 

}fr. Hn:ES: \Vhore wore you? You were 
on the other side of the world . 

;yrr. FRY: Perhaps the Government knew 
tho,t it might lead to awkward disclo_sures­
disclocures that would be very hard to 
explain. From what has transpired recently 
\VC know that Ohillagoe will not stand a 
thorough investigation. That was the reason 
why the Government were not strongly 
represented before the Tariff Board. They 
'""ere afraid of the scandals that would inevit­
ably be revealed to the public. A matter of 
that kind so seriously affecting Govern­
ment policy should have been handled by the 
person most able to attend to the matter­
the Secretary for Mines. The policy of the 
Government has seriously hampered private 
enterprise, thereby creat·ing l'arge bodies 
of unemployed. To 30th June, 1926, the loss 
on State enterprises was £803,181, uncharged 
mtcrest £97,042, or a total of £900,223. The 
lo"•s on miscellaneous State enterprises not 
iucludcd in. the above figures was £55,388, 
uncharged mterest £14,802 or a total of 
£70,190. To 30th ,June, 1926, the loss on the 
Government mining ventures was £804,251, 
uncharged mterest £315,847, or a total ]o,s 
of £1,120.n98. Over the past twelve years 
th<' Ios"' on the railways has been £16,000,000. 
Here \ve have a loes of £16.000,000 on rail­
'va~Ts in connection with '.vhich the Govern­
nwnt undertook to save £10,000 per annum. 
_\ll these mntters mmt be taken seriously 
into consideration if we arc to deal isclv 
vo, lth iho cconoinic situation in Queensland. 

I ''3t yuu the Trcu·.urer, in his Financial 
Stnt ·mcnt. anticipatr"c! a deficit of £173,766. 
H~=- al~d unnoun(;.~d the introduction of cer­
t,in firwncinl n1er~ur s to produce sufficient 
rcn·nuc to cover the estimated deficit. Those 
financi 1 rncn"ures v·er0 i!'!trodured. Tho''l 
compt'isod an a.1ncndmcnt of the Stan1p ACt 
and the C:ift Duty Bill; but, notwithstand­
ing this additional taxation, the finances havo 
gouc frorn bad to worse. Last vear the 
Trc,surcr rocciYod £287,340 more fr~m hxa­
tion than \Yas expected. yet the financial year 
clo2ed with an actual deficit of £343,160. In 
view of thi·" state of affairs, is it reasonable 
to expect 1'arliamcnt to take the Government 
bcriously when they sot out to excuse the 
difficult pHition they find themselves in? 

J1r. Fry.] 
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The Go crnnwnt ~re trying by every 1noans 
\n their pmver to eide-track the whole issue. 
The Govern,Jr's SpC'f'ch lacks lnforrnation on 
b•,ontial matter' upon which the State should 
be infornH'd. 

l\1r. FOLEY: You arc putting forward a 
purely lopsided case. 

Mr. FRY: \Ye can only put up a case for 
truth and right, which the hon. member ,_,·i­
clont.ly does not undorstaucl. I am attempting 
to put up that case, and give it for the 
bconefit of the House. Hon. members on this 
side arc not held down by some ·'whin" 
under throat of expulsion from the party- if 
we djsagrec 'vith the GoYernn1cnt. \Vo are 
free from that sort of discipline and are able 
to express oupcl ;c. according to our convic­
tions. Apart from that. we have the ability 
to criticis-e the Gm-ernmerrt and give the 
country the truth about it, \\·hich the hon. 
member is not permitted to do. 

Mr. FoLEY: You are leaving a lot of thin,;s 
um.aid. 

Mr. FRY: The Government do not know 
whore they stand financially. As a matter of 
fad, I doubt whether they can say to-day 
just here they stcmd politically. They are 
not certain of the position of certain sup­
portms sitting behind them. The Govern­
nwnt might make a protest for the sake of 
appearanc~s to the public; nevorthdess, the 
fact remams that thev do not know where 
their position is, eithe;. in the House or out 
of it. I would sooner keep the Government 
in power, in order that they might corry out 
their policy to the end, for there is only one 
end to it, and that is disaster for the partv 
they repr0sent. ' 

The PRE:lfiER: You are a great patriot 
when you desire to we the State moot with 
disaster in order to get square with your 
political opponents. 

JYir. FRY: I want to see the time come, 
and come e.peedily, when a change of Govorn­
m<Jnt will take place, and when "'e shall 
have a Government in power which will bring 
Queensland to that state of prosperity which 
we all desire and know it is poHible for her 
to reach, knowing how richly she is endowed. 
I, like many other peopl-e, am tired of the 
fuddling and politically drunken methods of 
the Go,-ernmcnt, who are floundering about 
like a ship without a rudder on a rock­
bound coast. (Government laughter.) I 
might go further than that, and say that the 
Government arc like a ship without a rudder 
drifting about in shallow water, with every 
man wantmg to. be the captain and dui ring, 
when the captam does speak. to throw him 
overboard. How can a State go on to pros­
pcnty under such conditions? The Govern­
ment hav.e been gi,-en a heritag·e to prc.tect. 
which they are not ·doing. They ha.-e lost 
comrol of themsehes and th<"ir party, c.nd 
are hope]w.sly lost_ I would like to sec tho 
Government take charge of the affairs of the 
go;-ornment of the State and rule as a 
Government should. I have quoted from 
"Socialism at \Vork" to show what the 
policy of the Government has been. Thev 
hav-e religion'!:-: followed that polio:: yea'r 
after year, untrl to-da,, they do not know 
where they stand. (Government laughter.) 
Let us finish the rot. Are the Go,-ernment 
aware that there is a Communist movement 
to bring about their downfall" The Premier 
must know of that movement. I was told by 

[.Mr. Fry. 

one momLcr of the Communist Party that 
the Conununists vvcre going to do so. 

GoYER:-bEXT ME}IBERS: Oh! (LaughtPr). 

Mr. FRY: Tlwv are in the Government 
Party, and the Government <lo not know 
\':hcr'e the,- are. ~1,- informant said that the 
Lah:)ur P~'lrtv as it" exist~ to-dav must dr]ft 
into second place, and tbat th~ Communist 
Party must be the real opposition to Britieh 
Governments. 

The l'RE}!IER: \Vho told you that? 
::\Ir. HAXLOX: The ]\" ationalist l'arty s .. id 

·omcthing similar to that some time ago. 

}fr. FRY: The :-i'atio>nalist Party are 
generally right in what they saY. I a1n 
telling the Premier that the Government do 
not know where thev are. All credit to 
the Premier for taking the part he did in 
upholding the Government of the country; 
but, I repeat, the Government do not know 
where they are, and the country do not 
know where they are to-day. We are here 
to try to help the Government to control 
this countrv in the best interests of all 
concerned, and we are going to do this. 

The PRE~IIER : You say we do not know 
whore we are. \Yhat is the good of knowing 
w hero we are if we are not there? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. FRY: I hope " Hansard" will take 
that interjection. It will show the intelli­
gence of the hon. gentleman. 

I should like to know if the Premier will 
make a sta temont on the fact of the Russo­
Asiatic Consolidated Company, Limited, 
acquiring a share interest in :Mount Isa. 
I should like him to enlighten hon. members 
as to the owners of those shares, and how 
much interest he took in the floating of the 
company, if any at all. 

The PRE!.I!IER: That is a dirty, scurvy 
statement. 

Mr. FRY: I will take it back if I am 
wrong. 

The PRE:\f!ER: I do not want you to take 
it back. It is a dirty, scurvy statement. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
::'vir. FRY: I am prepared to apologise 

to the Premier now if I am wrong. 

The PUE:lliER: I will pull your nose, if 
necessary. 

Tlw SPEAKER: Ordc'r 1 Order ! 

l\lr. FRY: I merely asked if the Premier 
\\Ot!ld giYe the House iuformation on this 
n1attcr. 

The SPE.\KER: Order ! The lwn. mem­
ber is not in order in in1puting motives 
,,, r;ainst the honesty of the P remicr. 

:\Ir. FRY: I am not. This appeared in 
English papers. 

The PRE}JIER: Where did it appear? 

:'.Ir. FRY: In the London " Star." 
The PRE}I!ER : You are a liar; you never 

~aw it. 
Th0 SPEAKER: Order ! I call upon the 

Premier to withdraw. 
The PREMIER: I withdraw the assertion 

in deference to tlw Chair; but, speaking to 
a point of order, if any hon. member can 
get up in this House and defame Ministers 
as the hon. member is i-n the habit of doing, 
then I shall be obliged, as Leader of th(• 
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House. to take such action as >vill keep that 
member out of this House. There is no 
other _hon. men;ber in the habit of doing 
thlS lund of thmg. If an hon. member is 
to be permitted to make such a statement 
as was made by the hon. member for 
Kurilpa, under the prete,;:t that, if I am 
not guilt:, I can deny it, and that statement 
goes forth to the world, then there is 'no 
security in Parliament at all. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The remarks of 
the hon. memb_er for Kurilpa really amounted 
to an unputatwn of improper motives. The 
hon. member is prone to do that and if 
he continues, I shall take such 'steps' as 
the Premier indicated, and shall ask the 
House to deal with the hon. member. 

. Mr. FRY: I had no intention of imputing 
nnpropcr motiYes. I, as a representative 
of the people in this House desired infor­
mation with regard to the decision of 
the . Rus,o-Asiatic Consolidated Company, 
Lmuto-d, to acquire a considerable share 
interest in J1.1ount Isa on account of its 
intmesting developments. 

The Governor's Speech goes on to say-
" It would appear to indicate that 

British capital is willing· and icndeed 
anxwus to. invest capital in this State 
m the mmmg Industry, which for years 
has been starvmg from lack of interest 
by concerns capable of undertaking 
schemes invvlving big expenditure. It 
IS apparent that not onlv local investors 
b~t the financial world generally, recog: 
mse and appreciate the magnitude of 
the field and the valua of its ore 
deposits." 

If I had any opportunitv to boom Mount 
Isa in Queensland or elsAi'vhere I would do 
~o; a'nd it is interesting to 'me to know 
JUst how far we can depend upon the capital 
developmg these fields, because this Parlia­
ment _and th1s country must bear the expense 
of railways .. I impute no improper motives 
to anyone; It was not my intention to do 
:'JO. 

The PREli1IER: \Vhy did you ask that 
queotion '? 

Mr. FRY: As I told the hon. gentleman, 
I wanted information. The point I want 
to get down to is this: I want to help this 
State to prosper. The economic position of 
the State Is such that It requires the best 
brains for the development of the State 
aud. if the Premier was offended, then, a~ 
I told lum, I am willmg to apologise. 

Tlw l'RE~IIER : You are a dirty· sea venger. 
[2.30 p.m.] 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order! 

The PuE~fiER: I feel very strongly on the 
matter. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I have 
no doubt the hon. gentleman does, but I 
would pomt out that the expression " dirty 
scavenger" as applied to an hon. member 
is entirely unparliamentary and out of 
order, and I "ould ask the hon. gentleman 
to Withdraw the expression. 

The PREMIER: In deference to you, sir, 
I 11·ithdr"w. 

Mr. FRY: 1\fr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I shall not 
a_l!m,- the hon. member to continue on those 
hnes. 

The PP;:MIER (to JI.Ir. Fry): I 1vill walk 
t 'Tcr al}d deal 'viih you pn•srntly. 

:\[r. FRY: I have been criticising the 
poliey of th<1 GoYc·rntLcnt and the admini­
:-tration of the GoYcrnn1ent; and I can 
"''lHO hon. wembcrs that whatever I have 
s.tid here has been said in the best interests 
of the people. 

Let us go a litth further-into the agricul­
tural industr:'. I say hero that agriculture 
is nncl must bo the mainstny of Queensland 
for yeaL•, therefore it is essential that agri­
culturrrl enterprise should be encouraged and 
raised to the highest standard of efficiency. 
The rea,or; for that is that world competition 
io YC!. great, and every po"iblc effort must 
b<• mack to meet the competition of other 
countries in the world's markets. Queens­
land and Australia are living under con­
ditions which arc app-roaching the ideal. No 
other people in the world are living under 
conditions such arc we arc living under. 
There is no chance of our competing against 
the world in secondary industries, but there 
is eyery chance of our competing against the 
\vorld in primary industries. 

JI.Ir. PETERSON: Because the farmers are 
sweated. 

Mr. FRY: vVe can develop our agricul­
tural industries so that they can compete 
Rl\Ccessfully in the world. Queensland 
demands the best production from her soils; 
Australia. demands it, and the world needs 
the best that wo can produce. There is an 
under-current of disruption in this country 
which is going to place this country in a 
Yortcx of trouble; and we must, as a Parlia­
nwnt, help the Government so to control 
affairs that they will be able to bring about 
that state of prosperity which is desired. 
Agriculture is the only means by which we 
can achieH' that. As I said previously, 
there is an under-current and an influence 
in political matters that is going to bring 
down the Government of this State as well 
as the Governments of other States) if it is 
at all possible to do so. These people have 
set out to destroy British Imperialism. They 
ba,-c tried to fight British Imperialism at 
the seat of the British Government. They 
are Hght.ing British Imperialism in every 
British Dominion. and whoroYer a strike 
occurs they use that strike in an attempt 
to destroy constitutional go,·ernment. I am 
not going to talk about the South J ohnstone 
strike m· the railway strike; but at this 
stao·e I sav whoovl'r agrees or disagrees 
v:itlr me. th~t the Premier did very wrong 
in clischargia~ every member of the railway 
,,,,rvice in his iclr'a of controlling the posi­
tioH. :'\cyorthclcss, we have to accept the 
(;0\-ernnH•nt's altitude. I support the Go­
,-,,rnrncnt in their fight for constitutional 
n;ctl·ods. and, if the Government and the 
PrPmier think that what they did was the 
ri::·ht thing, then I am with them. Any· 
ho~v, I have a right to a private opinion, and 
I have a right to express it here. 

N 0\,. I com" to the question of eelotex. 
According to the press, the Premier had 
son1cthing to say abont celotex. That is a 
matte_ about which I would like to have 
~ornc informatio•1 .. hPc~u~(', jf jt. is at all 
possibl<! to make it a profitable industry 
v. ~thout endangering oue tirnber tradP, it 
>nll be a ~·oo-d thing; but it is not going to 
help us very much if it is going to destroy 
our timber trade. 

Mr. Ft·y.] 
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The dental clinic that is travelling about 
Q.uoensland is doing very valuable service, 
and a service which will benefit the whole 
community. ::-\obody can deny that teeth 
arc a very valuable aid to digestion and 
health. vVithout proper aids to digestion, 
the community itself cannot be healthy, and 
on the health of the community depends our 
prosp·crity to a g1~eat extent. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber ha, exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standillg Orders. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): It 1s very 
interesting to know from the hon. member 
who has iust resumed his seat that there 
are two parties who are endeavouring to 
bring about the downfall of the Government 
-the Communist l'arty and the party 
opposite. There can be nothing but complete 
understanding in the minds of the com­
munity as to what this party and the other 
party stand for. vne has only to listen to 
speccl:es which carry us nowhere, such as 
that JUSt dehve1·ed by the hon. member for 
Kurilpa-a cpecch absolutely devoid of any 
suggestion of progress-to understand whv 
this party are on these benches. If w2 
regard the hon. member's speech as repre­
senting the views of the party to which he 
belongs, it is obvious that e. party with a 
constructive programme must hold the reim 
of government. 

When we met last year we were unfortu­
natelv in the miadle of a most severe 
drought. \Ye hoped that the wet :;eason 
would eventuate. Unfortunately, we have 
not yet experienced the rain which we so 
badly need in Central Queensland and in 
other parts of tho State. Consequently we 
meet to-day with gloom and depression 
hanging over the community. It was gener­
ally understood that there was some financ1al 
dicability in the West, but I venture to say 
that to-day every messenger boy ·in Brisbane 
rcahses that the welfare of the community 
·in Brisbane and every other town in this 
State of o~rs depends primarily upon the 
pastoral mdustnes-the wealth-producing 
mdustnes of our State. Hence it is obvious 
tha~ we are dealing .and will be dealing this 
ses·non w1th a qucshon of such far-reaching 
importance that it is impossible to estimate 
just where the ramifications of this position 
really extend. If hon. members will reflect 
for one moment, and. if as a result of that 
rA-lcrtion. they will 1;eali-e that the Central­
lY est ern areas \nf Queensland cannot be 
utili'2d for any other purpose but the pro­
duction of wool-they have no agricultural 
future, and the cattle market is so uncertain 
that \YC cannot regard it as an actual pro­
rlucing aseot-th0y will appreciate the 
importune!' of the sheep industrv. If vou 
eliminate the l?roduction of wool "in Queens­
! an cl, you chn11na to the mo;t valuable 
industry yon have in the State-the onlv 
industry that is responsible for our solvonc:;, 
in the l_ong run. Po"'ibly this State is up 
agamst 1t to-day. 

It is suggested hy hon. members opposite 
that. t_ho finances are in a pr!'tty parlous 
cond1twn. They pause there. The inference 
they would like to convey is that .the 
financrs are in a very parlous stat0 owing 
to ihe administration of the Government. 
A mement's reflection will indicate that, 
when we have signs of depression such as 
,,\ e ha Yf' at pn-)zent, ''hen our reYonue-pro­
ducing ~ources are cut off there can be no 
prosperity in the State. 'The whole thing 

[Jir. Fry. 

primarily hinges on the success of our wool 
areas, and, when we eliminate the income 
from those areas, we eliminate not only the 
taxation which the Government would get, 
but also the money which would be in 
circulation if the wool normally sold had 
been available for disposal. Hence it is 
obvious that, no matter how we may talk 
round this question, in the final analysis 
this Parliament is faced during this session 
with very important decisions, on which 
hinge the well-being or otherwise of the 
pastoral industry to-day. It is obvious that, 
when we discuss these matters at certain 
detail later on, hon. members opposite will 
adopt the attitude that the pastoralist is the 
one who must be considered. vVe on this side 
take up the stand that the whole of the corn· 
munity must be considered, and we are pre­
pared to do those things which will •,e 
beneficial to the majority of the people in 
the \V estern areas of the State, and by doing 
those things we are going to benefit the 
entire State so far as its main industry is 
concerned. For a number of years an agita­
tion has emanated from the political masters 
of many of those who sat anrl still sit in 
opposition, to enable them so to arrange 
matters that thoy would gain control of 
many of the big pr.storal areas which are 
now available for closer settlement in Central 
Queensland. 

vVe all know that the basis of a deputation 
that went to England on one occasion was to 
embarrass and trv to force this Government 
into such a position that it would be con­
strained to grant an extension of lease 
in respect of certain big areas that were 
falling clue in Central Q.ueensland. This 
project is not dead. It is mentioned in 
influentitc! pastoral circles, not only in the 
mdropolis, but throughout the length and 
breadth of pastoral Q.ueensland. The ques­
tion asked is, Is it possible again to get 
an extension of these big leaseholds that are 
now falling due to the Crown? That is the 
main issue. I know that certain hon. gentle­
nwn were taken out into the Central-West 
son1e few months ago. Personally, I was 
,-cry pkased that hon. members from both 
cidcs of th.o House were enabled to make a 
uip through the drought stricken areas of 
the West in order th<tt they might see just 
what '\Vas to he seen in those arca,s. It was 
indeed , ad thc•>t many of them should see the 
West for the first time under those condi­
tions. I would just like to suggest to those 
hon. member, ,,-ho wont VVeot that they take 
th~.:_- {)pportunit:v of goiug out \vhen the 
"<'a,.;ons haYe improYcd, when the normal 
conditions that ordinarily prevail in the 
\:Yest are in evidence. I crossed quite a lot 
of the country that many of the hon. gentle­
m<Yn who went out traversed. It is true 
that there w<ts not c blade of '{rass for 
hundrc ds and hundrec!.s of square miles, nor 
were thoro many sheep. I remember that 
we pulkd up at one plac0 that ordinarily 
carried 30,000 to 35.000 sheep, and we got 
a photograph of the sole sunivor-a little 
poddy lamb at the homestead. But that does 
not rep re >•0nt the pastoral industry. That 
rcprcfr•nb ono phase of the pastoral indus­
try~tho pastoral industry at its v1orst. In 
1924 the pastoral industry was at its best. 
Thcr0 is a medium between those two 
extremes-the bountiful season of 1924 and 
the sadly depressed season that they are 
c:.periencing in the West at thn present time. 
There might or might not have been a 
motive in taking certain hon gentlemen 
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thrnuch tho!':le \Ycstcrn e.rcas; but I kno,v, 
and ;11any of them know, that the funda­
rnenta1 id0a lYin,rr beneath a good deal of the 
r•ropa"·amL, being ronclurt<'d at the p_rescnt 
tinH~ in rf'~,.tud 1 1- th0 pastoral question IS 
the endeaYour to obtain an extension of the 
knees d many of the big- holdings that are 
i!O\V falling due to the Crov,'n. 

Mr. :,f.\x•cELL: You know that the posi­
tion is pr0tty ~erious. 

l\;:!'. BULCOCK: Th( hon. gentlc1nan says 
t i,e t I know that tb position is pretty 
Berinu-,. I have a rnuch more intirnate 
kl ·\>·kdg·e of th" pastoral industrv than the 
,h 'Jll. ~ent lornFr<. 

l\lr. 3IAxY,'ELL: l~ou are not sho'\ving it. 

Mr. BDLCOCK : The hon. gentleman 
spent foar days in the Ccntral-\Vest, a-nd 
r:ow he is fioing to try to tell us how the 
pastorcl indl!'try should be conducted. 

Mr. :11AXWELL: Don't anticipate. 

J\Ir. BULCOCK: I ern r>ot going to tell 
the l1or:, C'cntlen1,•n how a house should be 
paint('d: ~:ncl I do not exp-:.ct him, at this 
.juncture c.t ll a·•t. to try to put into my 
;nm.1th nr~un1< ·~1ts that I an1 not going to 
[_,·<'. lit ~u;._gC'sts th ,t I do n-ot appreciate 
thr- graY1t~v of tho situation. I do appreciate 
th£' e rJ. \'ity of tho situation, and I know 
that lh0 :;:it-'--1'-ltion is as graye as it possibly 
c.n l . \Yhcn I see men whom I have be·'! 

•o. iat" l with half my life-good fellows, 
nwrl·i\·d n1cn~v, andcring a boat the various 
towns d the CentraVWest unable to obtain 
.(•:nr·~O.'·-!llcnt., then it is ob,·ious :hat t!.o 
positicn is critical indeed. \Ye want to try 
tD oY remTlc tho5C thing'j, HoiVCVt~J·, the 
hon. gL'~ltlernan F-uggest0 that I do not tl1!}lr_e­
ci.}tP tltC' sj_riousnes~ of the position. Aga1n 
let Le sa·. that it is the small m,m-th,: 
~clrdor-\\:ho is the princip.: 1 ~uffPrC'l' as a 
ro,·ult o{ , hese conditions that ha .-r over­
taken thcn1 at the present ti1ne. The L1g 
eorr1p <.niL..:; with th0ir big re· crvcs have been 
f't~ab1cd to carry over the dry period. . In 
uny C1<;'-'. if Y\,.e come to a. question of equity, 
n ·que, tion of m·orality, or a question of 
justice, it ;,, ob,·ious that these people who 
took un these big aggregations and these 
big- ar<'~e took them un knowing the condi­
tions of tho contract. 'l'he conditions (lf the 
l :)i:tr~lCt vvcre, in <'Ssenc "~• to nolci the land 
h:'\~ ·'p. _;·in~ ('Prtain rental:.; for a certain 
JWriod. Thev kne1:~;· that dtought'= were 
iLevitr 1 lL:. · th: Yicjs;it~Idc" of 

]J-;r1-J·Atrv d _·al b .. tter than C\en 
h:Jn. 1nCP 'I'oO\Y<Jn~. Tl:c\< rccvg-

'dw.t, <UH.l ,~·crf" pr...:oparcd to tnke thosr> 
risk:-. TlH'y 1 Pl'C busln<c:;s ri.sks. To d::.;. 
Lu; Lll~C· thcV arc in tho throes of a dro~tght, 
i:-; it a~l.Y re·a ;on ,Yhy this I-Iouso should turn 
rcund ,t~1d f.;iYo th:3n1 further extensions of 
lf'<l(·.:'S that they to1k lii· in good faith for 
a lir;oit'"'d l)Criod Ol'lv? The arg-umo·nt <'an­
not --iL· sn~tained on' the ground of eitho1' 
equi~."~ or jnstir<:'. I an1 totally and irre­
' ocao,_ Ol)pcsecl to tb~ extension of leases 
to the big- pastoral holdi,.g,_ In saying that 
r kno'c: that I am voicing the opinion. not 
on! v of those hon. m<·mbers who represent 
pastor. 1 comtituencios, but of 95 per cent. 
d tht• p 'oplc of Queensland. One (lf the 
me>;' sacred hopes of the people of \Ve•tern 
Queensland is that. SO'Jner or later, they will 
be able to gain access to a block, take up 
a sdccticn, go off the 1abonr market, grow 
n few Fhcep,- and develop along lines they 
desire. The position of the small selector 
is i 'fi·c'::;y different from that of the big 

pasi·"ral company. There is no dm:bt that 
the sn1n1l seh,ctor hns bcf'n Y{'l''' gnevously 
w; .. ur .. -]rd by the drouvht that ha.s overLdu'n 
hi1·1; and f hope this I-Inu':'<:~ 'vill C\"nlve ,o1ne 
~ henw v. l erebv th: srnall rr:an rnay obtain 
a:;; . ..:if'tanco which v; ill enable him tn !"~stock 
and put the land to its full C"Onornic use and 
Yaluc. 

"""oriated ,·ith this quc;ti0n is a que·-tion 
to which I personally atta.:h a gocd deal of 
i;npol·tancc. rrhat is the qurstiOn of ra_Jh".·ay 
rnnrnuniratim1. I would like to comphment 
the S0crct-·ry for Railways on pro~re::.jing 
\Yith that vcrv vital link. the Lone:r0ach to 
\Yinton connCction. I am pleased to see 
that. in spite of the falling rc,·enue 1 the 
\linister has vision cnou~Jh to realise that 
the construction of this lin8 is ono of prin1ary 
necessity to the welfare of tl'o pastoral areas 
rf Queen' land. I had the good fortune to be 
present 1vith thf' 1\l!nister \Vht:'n he openPd a 
furth0r section of this railway 40 miles from 
\"\'inton. I have no reason to believe that 
anY a.ltcr:_ttion of policy in this connection 
will bo permitted, and I am confident that 
it will be constructed to its logical clestina­
lion-IXinton-and will succeed in linki,ng 
two of the big systPn1s running through the 
pa::-toral areas of Queensland. 

T!J, re is vet a third system which one must 
rnu~tion. \~~hile the Northern al!.d Central 
svsten1s \Vill be ronncch::d 0n cornpl·~-'tion of 
the· Longreach-\Yinton line. there still 
~·c•rnains a gap in our railway systmns. and 
thd is the line frcm Blacbdi to Charleville, 
,, bout which so much h:1s been heard. The 
PrinH.' l\Iinist.er, ~Ir. Bruce. n1ade a tour of 
Ccntr tl-,ve,tcrn Queensland recently. Of 
couu.,. the qnc,tion on tho tip of everyone's 
tcp,guc in the \V est, from the youngest to the 
oldP_t inhabitant, 'lvas 1 \Yhat is the Federal 
Government prepared to do to help us to 
rtc•t ont of the yery critical situation in which 
\\'C find outseh·es ·; At Barca!dine :Mr. Bruce 
made some attacks on the taxation of the 
State. but Mr. Clark, one of the leading 
pastoralists of Queensland, administered a 
crushi,ng public rebuke to ;\~r. Dru< e '':"he!J 
he pointed out to him that rt \Vas the mcJ­
d•'ncc -of Federal taxation, and not State 
ta-xation, -which was the n1ain factor in pre~ 
Ycnting the rehabilitation of the pastoral 
in·z1nstry. 

\Ir. TAYLOH: IIo -d~d not sav it was the: 
1-:.1..~jn fac.tor. ~ 

~rr. BL~LCOCK: 'l_1hat is IYhat he ~a~c-1. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: If.c s~id it wa' a factor. 

;-Ir. BT~LCOCI(: I-Ie said 1t wa~ the rnnir:. 
factor. I followt1 d his sp('cch at Bar', rJd1ne 
\"Pl'" cln.~b:. Tht fact re1naius that one of 
the' lt1 adini prrstoralists publicly rcbuktd J\Ir~ 
Bn ,_c in ('on;:cquenco of tho in...,i·cl·C'l <;C 01 
Fed,"rrrl t'lxation bcjng so n1nch ste1·ner than 
tlw in( irl---n<;e of State taxrttio.l. ::.lr. Brur'c was 
a>kcd if he v.-erc propa.r.cd to do >~~:vthing in 
rcg · rd to the construction of the Blackali­
Char'·,·il!o !ill<'. l\1r. Bruce proL·-sed to 
be ur,1hle to do an, thing in this reg crd, as 
he profc,s.:d, I m~ght say in passing. in 
rl':-,urd to ·evcrv ot!1er big question of public 
irnportanc>€' T~·hieh was brought before his 
notice during his tour of this State. It seems 
t() n,n that the only thing Tvir. Brucc acco1n~ 
p1i~hcd for the \Yclfare of (~ucensland. lt ()ne 
rnav term it 2uch, was to g1vo hol1days to 
the~ children in the various towns he yis1ted. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: Don't be ~n1all. Try to be 
bil;. 

Jlir. Bulcock.] 
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;1.1r. B'GLCOCK: Mr. Bruc? did not rise to 
any occasion. 

J\Ir. T.ULOR: He did s·J. 

~.Ir. B'CLCOCK: The hon. member knows 
perfectly well that Mr. Bruce did absolutely 
nothing to justify hio tour through Que~ns­
land. Let m.J turn to a pomt. '\'hat 
encouragenH_'nt, fron1 lf.ederal point of 
Yicw, did ho offcr to the construction of the 
Blackall-CharleYi!l, lino? I hope that 
hon. members will not suggest that I am 
using the pari ·.h pump in this connection. 
The Blackall-Charle,-ille lino is a lino that 
transcJnds party politics at the present juth.­
t-ure. \Y 0 havo t-wo n1ain railway systems in 
this State which will soon be connected. 
while the third stem will not bo connected 
thereto. Then, if the pastoralists find it 
uoccssar3 or expedient to shift stock from 
the vicinity of Longreach or Barcaldine to 
pasturages in the vicinity of Charleville, they 
will have to truck their stock from a point 
of cmharkation through Rockhampton, Bris­
bane, and Toowoomba on to their de,tination. 

Mr. l\looRE: Is that not a State matter? 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. gentleman may 
ask that question; but apparently a lot of 
people thought Mr. Bruce might be able 
to do something in the matter, and he con­
fessed his inability to do so. As Mr. Bruce 
has confessed his inability to do so, then 
essentially the matter becomes a State one, 
as suggested by the Leader of the Oppo­
sition. It has been said that this line would 
not be used except when concession rates 
pre,-ailed; but, supposing the line were 
bliilt and concession rates were applied to 
it. it would be used for the conveyance of 
stock from the north0rn and central areas 
of our State; and even if full freightage 
wore paid, the cost would still be less than 
the rates which have to be paid on the 
reduced basis from Longrcach to Charlevi!le. 

It has been stated also that tho State 
cannot carry sufficient rolling-stock in normal 
seasons to provide ample supply for abnor­
mal seasons such as drought periods. It is 
obvious, therefore, that, when stock has to 
be moved right round bv the coast, the 
trucks can only make a c~rtain number of 
trips, and that number is infinitely less than 
could be made were a connection made 
between Char!evillc and Blackall. I believe 
that the line will have to be built eventuallv. 
1 t would bu one of the best forms of drought 
insurance that we could have. We hear the 
city man and the impractical man talking 
about the conservation of tho natural pastur­
agcs of the West; but the fact that it has 
not b~cn done by the practical sheepmen of 
the \Ycet indicates that it cannot be done 
succr9sfully; and, therefore, will have to be 
put on one side when any projects are under 
consideration for the conscnation of fodder 
supplieo in Queensland. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR : That is the b< st thing you 
ha re said yet. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I am glad the hon. mem­
ber agrce0 '' ith Forne of my statements. 

Mr. G. P. B.\RXES : But your Government 
turned down the lino. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. gentleman sug­
gests that this Government turned down the 
line. Let me remind him that an inquiry 
based upon the necessity for this line was 
hold by a commis"ion appointed by this 
Gm·crnmcnt. That fact indicates that the 

[}Jr. Bulcock. 

CoYcrnlltPnt rcali:::o th~ir r~· <ponsibilit.jes in 
that pa:rticular direction. A·· a rrwtter Jf 
fact. th·' lino had been turnc J do,·.-11 by pre· 
Yions Go,~crnrnents. 

l\lr. G. T'. BARNES: It was turnrd d0\Yl1 by 
thic GoYCl'lllncnt only tho othur day. 

]\Ir. DlJLCOCK: It h.e1 net boon tnrnc•; 

:r\ o cloubt ·· e shall he-. r a good deal of 
cririclsn1 in rcg:rrd to thl~ flna1~ccs of the 
Stato durino- tlw coming :-;ession. It fre­
quentlc· hapJ.Jens . that people having their 
opllOncnts at a rh;·advantrrge "'.YaEt to punch 
,,-Jiilc th0 punching is vood; a10d no doubt 
that spirit w111 actuate the 0 pposition dur-

iilt::. the present sp~..,ion. There 
[3 p.m.] is this to be remembered. how-

ever. In times past when 
droughts overtook the State certain things 
"ere done bv the Government then in power 
that will no't be done bv this Government. 
One >va, the infliction of a poll tax. Hon. 
members will remember that during the big 
drought of 1901-1902 a poll tax was instituted. 

Mr. G. l'. BARNES: What about the water­
hole tax? (Laughter.) 

Mr. BULCOCK: A poll tax was institute:! 
-they do not like it-by the Government 
in power in 1901-19C2. That Government was 
an anti-Labour Government. A Labour 
Government will not do that sort of thing 
to meet the situation. Another thing that 
was done in 1902, when an anti-Labour 
Govu·nment was in p9wer, V\ as to retrench 
one fettling gang in every four on the lmes 
of our State, thereby making the railways 
unsafe for traffic. They compelled the pub­
lic to travel over unsafe linos, and in the. 
end they were compelled to employ more 
men in order to restore the lines to a. 
sound, safe, working condition. Th>:t is 
a thing that this Government IS not hk<?ly 
to do. I want to say in all seriousness that 
1 belieYo that this State can only weather 
the gale, can only get through the dark 
clouds that are gathering at the present 
time, by a steadfast deYotion to the weifar& 
of the State. I believe that, if we are gomg 
to be torn and " biffed " and battered, if we 
arc going to be drawn off the track, and 
if we are going to do those things that the 
Tories would do, then there is very little 
hope for the futnre. 

Mr. SIZER: You have done all thos·' 
things. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I believe that, with a 
sane Labour Government in power, the best 
will be done for the< people and the com· 
munity genera.lly, and the outuc•me of the 
proseut ,-icissitudes will be that, when the 
drought is finally broken up, we shall be 
able to go forward with the legislative pro­
gramme that we haYe enunciated from time 
to time. 

There is another matter associated with 
the pastoral industry with wh;ch I ohould 
like to deal. I am to some deg roe in accord 
with those who say there is ftr;we danger 
of a diminution of the quality of our flocks 
in consequence of the break·t'P of our bigger 
holdings. I am not enticeJy convinced that 
that is so. I believe that there IS come 
danger, but I do not belianJ it is a daJ,ger 
that cannot be overcome; nor would I re:.; an! 
it as being an argument in favour of the 
retention b,· the present holders of the blocks 
that they already hold; but I believe that 
thic pastoral industry of ours is far t•Jo 
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Y:1 lnabl< to be sacrificed. Our pa.stol'al indus­
try requires careful guidance. I can se~ the 

ahead of us. It is just possible thett 
1 n1ay becorno a sovoro c0mpetttur 111 

wool markets of the world, and, if she 
th(·n \VU n1ay lose our suprmnacy in 

rr··pcct of certain wool ('aunts, tho procluc­
tiu.u of 1.vhich give" us a wool ~u)_H'<:nwcy 
in certain :rnarkcts of the ,v.-'dd to-da~"-· 

Government will have serious!:· to con­
the question of the proservatio•1 of 

presPnt existing wool standard::;, anJ, 
pc•. ,iblc, the prloduction of a higher 

ot ndard than we have at the prP,ont time. 
l believe also that the time is ripe for some 
1~~nre scientific invPstigation to be un·]n;.­
taknn i11 regard to smno of the pathotog1c-1l 
problems surrounding "\Vool and ~hccp fJl\J­

<lnction in the State. OthPr States ho,''C 
,·one in for elaborate research machinm·y in 
n ;ocrd to the problems associated with the 
produotion of wool and she""P· ln Yict,,.ia 
th": have quite elaborate irhtitutions for 
r• -.c·arch along those particular Iincs. Tho 
Commonwealth Bureau of Science and 
Iadustry is doing some very valuable work 
i!l regard to tho'e matter·- also; but I would 
like to point out that here in Queemland 
we have not got a single experiment station 
dm·otod to the question of the production of 
sheep or wool, or any scientific study of the 
;:athological problen1s surrou11din@: wool. 
It is obvious that the losses from fly alone 
in a normal season are prodigiouo. Nobody 
Ins yet succeeded in estimating the volume 
en· the cost which snch losses represent to 
the community. Probably they run into 
millions of pounds-! am referring to the 
hsses which accrue from the prevalence of 
the fly in the sheep areas alone. C<ertain 
re-;earch has been made into these matters, 
bnt nothing has finally been achieved. We 
all know that the· use of arsenic is question­
able. It is detrimental to tbe man who is 
compelled to use it, and it is certainly 
detrimental to the man who shears the sheep 
which ha\ e been sprayed with arsenic. 
_\nothcr matter into which investigation 
mi)!ht be made is fodder conservation; 
'lLuther is the collection of very valuable 
illformation which is now available concern­
in.~ the effects of artificial fPcding. Before 
thie drought very few people knew anything 
,tlwut artificial feeding. To-day people arc 
be;inning to di•covor that the question 
n·c1uires very careful investigation. 

:'Jr. TAYLOR: It is absolntely necessary. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member mis-
1mderstands me. I moan that many people 
,tarted out in the beginning of artificial 
f, oding, and fed their flocks at a cost greater 
than was justified. They found out after­
wards that they could well have substituted 
other forms of food, possibly cheaper forms, 
and got better re~ults. A good deal of data 
is now availablc. Information hae been 
-o;ainecl by practical men during this drought 
1, the artificial feeding of sheep. It is 
cct"tain that a similar position is going to 
o. cur again; yet nobody to-day can ""Y 
what is the best mixture or the best balanced 
ration to be fed to sheep, anc1 whether it 
i-; economiral to give them a full ration 

hich will merelv keep them alivo. These 
are questions intimately bound up with the 
prosperity of the sheep industry, and I think 
the time is ripe when the Government might 
weli consider thf' establishment of a shN'P 
cxperim• :ohl station in Cenh·al Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Hav·e they not made an offer 
to the Commonw;•alth Government? 

:\Ir. BCLCOCK: I am not going to say 
1 ll; t it should be ' ntircly a charge on the 
State. I believe that it should be a charge 
on t l1c Con1n10l1"'\VC<1lth and the StaLe, and 
I br li·un~ that if thc~rc is auy ::>inccrity in 
thi 1n l..ttcr, ::.:nd ~:~·hilc \Ye have areas of 
land a' ~1ihblc which could be util]sL'd in 
thi"; n ·c_nd such as the Saltern Creek L;nrl~ 
-hon. -~11Cir:bcrs who know the Saltcrn Crc-2k 
countn· know that there is no better pastoral 
countr~ in Qucensl.and than that sclf-sa.rn1-' 

cotuJtl'Y--then if \Vf' do mat do somethrng 
in thig" djrecti~n, 1YC ut:unot say that wc_have 
done 1 hc best c coal cl for the industrJOs of 
the S: -tte. \Yhcn tho Govcrnrno11t offered 
the Lest block iu Central Queensland to the 
Federal Goy0rnmcnt for the establishment of 
.s.t:c.l an expcrirnlntal farm, I understand 
that tbev tnrncd it do,vn. 'l'he Federal 
Go,-<•rnmcut say that they are the friends 
of the farmers in this respect, but wo arc 
iJH' l:o,·ernmcnt who h:tve done .,.1\hat "\V8 
can. 

::\>Ir. TAYLOR : I do not think you are 
conect. I do not think the Federal Govcrn­
n1 __ ,nt turned it do\Yll. 

:\Ir. Bl:LCOCK: I am j.nformed that the 
Fcdcnt! Government have turned the project 
dowu. If 1ny infonnation is incorrect, . I 
'hall hc more than ple~Red to know rt, 
Gccanse I think that to a very great extent 
the future of wool and of our pastoral indus­
tl'\' is bound up with research work into the 
rn:oblems which surround that industry. ~f 
the Fcdcrai Government will not do a farr 
thing and a right thing for the preFerva­
tion of the primary and paramount indust~y 
of ~\ustralia, I hope this Government will 
be able to show them the way they should 
haYe gone by undertaking the duty-a duty 
y;hich is cssentiallv a dutv to be undertaken 
hv both State and Fed• raJ Governments. I 
ain sure that, if this Government did und<'r­
takc the duty and showed what could be 
clone a·nd should be done in this regard, the 
co·opcration of the Bureau of Science and 
Inclu·try would not be withheld in collecting 
cC'rtain · data and in engaging in certain 
research work in the matters to which I 
ha vo referred. 

Before I conclude, I want to say that since 
we last met the dental clinic has gone out 
into the vYost, and I think we ought to pay 
a tribnte-I personally pay my tribute­
to the Department of Public Instruction for 
the inaugumtion of that service. Unfor­
tunately there are not many dentists in the 
i 1: est-I' can mention a dozen places where 
they are absent-nevNthelPss the children 
in the West haYe a right to have their teeth 
properly attended . to.. I am more than 
gratified "ith the mstrtutwn of that travel­
linry dental clinic, and I hope that the 
Mi~istcr will long allow it to rcmai~ i? 
the western are,ts of our State, where rt IS 

doing such very excellent work for thf' people 
of those areas. I consider it is one of the 
best moves by the Department of Public 
Instructio·n of recent years, and I certamly 
dr·sire to add my mced of commendatiOn to 
the 11inister and his officers who were respon­
. iblr' for the institution of this service. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lock!ftr) : At the outse~ I 
desire to expr·c'" my pleasure at the appomt~ 
ment of Sir John Goodwin as Governor '!' 
Onccnsland. I feel sure that, when Hrs 
Excellency has gained a knowledge of th.e 
State and its resources, he will emulate hrs 
predecessor, and, when he returns to the 

Mr. Logan.] 
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homelanu, he will become another great 
ambassador for the State of Queensland. 

The hon. member for Barcoo has referred 
largely to the pastoral industry. I agree 
with him to a very large extent, because I 
knov. full \\·ell that any decrease in our 
<>xnorts by the diminution of the wool supply 
will mean a very disastrous blow to Queens­
land. Spc.J<ing earliu in the debute, the 
:"- cretary for Agric·t!turo stated that the 
lo.;;s in cxvorts fl·orn Queensland for this 
year wot1ld be approximately £12,000,000. 
I rc<>lise full ·.,-.!I wh&t that Ios' will mean 
to Queenslanu, and 1 readily realise that 
tl-H decrease in circulation of the procct..ds 
fro1n tho3B exn,Jrts "rill mean a considor­
a',]e a·_nou:Jt of trouble to the State. ·whilst, 
perhaps. the dronght has been responsible 
for ,, c•Jn ;dn-ahle amount of the trouble in 
th, pact0ral indastry. still to a certain extent 
the Gcvcrnment have not extended to that 
incluslrv ali that it might have done. I 
w1~h hOn. rnernbers on bOth sides to under~ 
--land thoroughly that I have no ulterior 
n·oti\ c behind the remarks I am about to 
n·nko, and I siccerdy hope that they will 
{~ndcaYJur t"' dLduv; from my remarks that 
which I d -ire to impart. In this House I 
r<'prcc·•nt of the finest agricultural dis-
tricto in State of Queensland, t1ILd I 
kHOW tk:at rlictrict is capable of produc-

fo·1dC'l. for a big portion of the State~ 
tiw d i'trict is pmperly tre:ctcd and cared 

£or. It :,enn~ I?':Lraordinarv to me that at 
tl1'~ re ,'~cnt ti::ne in iho LoCkyer district ~~re 
}' J ye not ono sin;)e chen1e for the conserva­
tic:n of fodder to cncour...tgo the fanners to 
produce a surplus of that commodity which 
is so much needed in pastoral districts as feed 
for starving stock. I have on different occa­
sions made inquiries as to whether or not the 
Locl'-vn.r Cn:l k could be weired for irriga­
tie:~l purpo,~-r .;, and I ha vo been astounded 
to ascort :in Oll ""eh occasion that the Irri­
g~~tion Co,.tln1issioner hits no control oyer 
Lock:ccr Creek, ac the li.Ietropolitan \Vater 
Supply and Sewerage Board has control over 
lhat q,roa. On looking up the Mdropolitan 
\Yator Supply and Sewerage Act I find that 
is not altogether correct, and the Govern­
ment ould be ,., ell advised to endeavour, 
thromrht t-he Irrigation Department, to do 
wnwthing "hi eh would encourage greah·r 
production of fodder in the Lockycr district 
for Lloe in other parts of the State. I 
intt•nd to quote son1e figure~. in connection 
with the town iu whicl1 1 live-Forest Hill­
to gi•·o hon. members some idea of what the 
soil can pro lucP without water, and to in di­
e 1 te ho1v the crops c:.tn be kept gro'.v ing 
with a little irrigation. We have passed 
through abEon,Ial seasons, but with a little 
wctttt \Ye could produce very heavy quan­
tilicS of fo<~der Y.-llich could be made avail­
a l.•!e for use by pfls:orali,ts and other people 
thro·>;;·hout the State. 'fhe i1gure- supplied 
to me bv the stati-Jn-mast0r at ForP't Hill 
from th · record' of tho sLttion show that 
for twelve .- enth•, ended 31st July of thio 
ye -r, althou· h onh· four to five months of 
~he 1l''r]c,l \V ere 'normal beca~se of the 
drought, 8.411 tons of produce were des­
p·ttdu d, Lringing in £7,057 in revenue to 
t}o,, Rail·.•ay Department. Tho biggest 
n1onth dnring thrt period was May, in 'vhich 
1.772 to· " of goods wore handled, bringing 
iu £1,1 a. In the first week in August more 
than 6'10 tons of produce left Forest Hill for 
Yarious parts of Queen~land. I have quoted 
those fignres to show what a little centre 

[Mr. Logan. 

like Fort''t Hill alone can prodilc2 during 
.-:;c·a::;oL·i tl•:lt are not tho best. 

If "•Olllf' irrigation s~ ""tcn1 cxis'"ed in t.hc 
LoC'kYcr di~(rirt. th:- farn1cr~ thc1~· could hav,• 
incrc.Hcd thceir. ontpt!t three or fom· fc~,d. I 

!~l 1~ot dl ':'tl25,n1~!. tl-!? D)llttrr fron1 a ~ nre:;;r 
I I ill point of vit \V, but from the pvun-. cf 
.-il:\~ of Lc~'kvrr aLd oihcr crntr(~ whlC'h 
\',-cTld b0nt•f!t i:o thn same degree as Forest 
IIill. Th0 Govcrnrw~nt haYe ccpre·- cd thern-
- ·1 '<:: :-. dl irous of hc1ping the fa rnL'r, ~nri 
thi i2 O!~C: din'ctinn in ·whiC'h Uwt hdp r.a!t 
D ~~·iyc·. If Dr r: qunrt r of that suu1 
PXpC~JrJcd O!l fodder outside the St~te \Vert' 

cxp('IH1ed 1n the construction. of w0irs 01~ 
Loc·lt,er Cr~el<, it wcmld obvwte the need 
£:.•: that fodder bDing brought over the 
bcrder. 

'lr. C:-;LLIXS: R<"~t1Crrlber you cri' ;_r,i;;e-d the 
1; ];: unan irrigatic 1 scheme yery spvcr·~ly. 

~\I",:. LOG~\;:-~: 'rht.~ hon. gentlen1an is no7 
~in~''-'1''' in his e!H1P '>our to help thes . .:- peopk 
y,-ho r~quire fcdd2r. ~\ll fodder requircn1ent~ 
fur ut·•· droutr}n Hricken areas r-ul Jc nrr­
duc. d .in the Lockwr ditrict if facilities. fo: 
wutcr arc made. ~I ht- .1. the opportunity of 
Yi":'iiiug the> Thcodorc area, and I ha-vo TI? 
dc!3ire to .dccrv the land in that , rea. I 
h-_.jie~,~c that u1lclcr irrigation reasonablP crops 
c l!l L{.:> produc{-,-1 there: but horn :rn~· know­
ledS!--~ of ·nil I <Lf"l rathr~1· do·~~Jtful '.vh h8r 
lu::-·( rne- ro\ving ~,,-ill ~~c a succ ~ss o·~· that ~Jil. 
I un "T-- opinion th: t.. \Y htm the :-fl' ;n·d has 
bL'cn planted with lucH'llB and irrigated and 
there hos been a good downfaii of t'ain, the 
tap roots of the luc,rne will rot owing tu the 
nature of the soil. It has been proved in 
rhe Lock.-er di,trict that the ground can 

k<> all ·the w"ter that ma.v be applied 
to it "·ithout the crops of lucemc being 
aifec-ted. ~.-\.. n1uch larger crop than is 
procluc"d "t p1·coeJn c tn be gro . n if ihe 
A.:.t'l1H'l'i' ai~ g-jycn ;., dwnc·. The CovC'rn­
lllC--t '-HC' Eat'- dl'Y('l( pln,s tLosc areas in the 

1L c t1wt iJ:nv ··hoald b dcvel<Ypc·-L I an1 
<1\vUrP that th;~ farmers do not desire at the 
presQllt tin1e to create a surplus of lucerne 
or ,:;.nv other con1modity, becaEso it would 
r>·Ldct the crop unprofitable to grow, and, 
eonscquo•.tly, not worth their while to grow 
it. bccae.~t~ there is no n1arkct for the 
surplus. ::-.Jeverthcle'""·· fron1 tho ~xperience 

f nw Yisit to the \V <"-t, I am conv1nced that 
b7 ,, :nnf' . stern of co-Ppcration bL twccn the 

. or.di· r ar:.d the pre ~nccrs in the Locl:::y( r, 
j,, p-,,.;h], to gro·.· nll the fodder requirlLl 

in th·-~t nr<. rt if SOlllL sehcme of finrtlL'0 as::ur~ 
ing the growers of a payable price for ~~eir 
commodity were evolved by h1e pa.storallst-. 
Tlv"' schcinO is a big one, but it is ''orth \Yhile 
< o-,_:;:;ldcring. I b,liryc that ~uch a ><~hen1e 
c >uk1 be cYo1vc(l \Yi._h ad ~:ani..Lgo to the pro­
dul-·r .-rHl con.-.unL::_'. For maD'\ ycnrs the 
Con:TutD<:.'Et }Ju.V·' {~.i_,, :n coiJ.;;idci.-~1on fo 

•tL'l' l'YJtion ft,i the n_gnlar produ.ciio:n 
c-f con; a1crl fina:'.eln the fa:·n--:crs UlJdBr a 

~_·rcdit srheu. ·~ but up to thE prc ~-nt 
b : ~ l1 :eu done. In Yir:\Y of t:1~ 

{1rcngLts in Q~tCUJ -land. sornc~ 
1 JH1 your :.:hould be ::1lG-de in tho di1· ... :tion I 
han~ pf'intcd out in the district vvhich I hrr\'C 
the plcnsu:;_·{~ io rcprc-,_llt. 

I would ju~t llko to rncntion. in pa~- :iug, 
that I have been told that the Irrig:ttion 
Cr nuu:if.'s:ionel' has no pOIYer to enter upon 
anY wate1· cons~r,ation schotrp in the 
Lc·CJ::--cr district because of the r,,,stl'i-;tions 
in the ::>.Ietropolitan \Vater Supply and 
Se\Ycrage Acts Amendment Act of 1921. 
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Section 3 of this Act shows that the Lockyer 
district does not come within the operations 
of this Act, consequently it is reasonable 
that the GO\·crnment should do something 
on the watercourses I have mentioned. 
Section 3 reads-

" Section 7 of the principal Act 1s 
rep oalc·d, and the following section IS 

in-~~ted in lieu thereof:--
(7) The district of the boar·cl shall be 

the area ccnmriscd within the boun­
d::nic:s for the ~tin1e beint, of the under­
mentioned electoral districts (or part 
thereof), the boundaries v.hereof ('>"ith 
the ex: "ption of tho>·e districts the 
bonndari;,_;s when~of ren1ainod unal­
L red) v, ere dul~ prorlai1ned in the 
'Ga.z\ tu~ ' dated the first day of August, 
o:.c thousand nine hundred and twenty­
one, grouped into the undcrrncntio:neJ 
clivi,cions of the district, that is to say:-

Brisbane d1vision Df tho district­
Brisb-~nc 
Fortitude \l alley, 
11crthL r, and 
Puddin12'ton. 

South B:·isbano di .,~isiou of the dis-
trict-

13ulimba, 
~ur<:,nda, 
I\...un1pa~ 
~larc~e, 
Oxlev 
Sont'h' Brist-ane, and 
\Vynnum, electoral division of 

Leg an. 

\Yc·,tem diYision of the district-
Enog:;cra, 
Fassif,~,,·n 

Ithaca: a'nd 
ToO\YOng. 

l\orth:-rn division of thL: district­
l\T urrnm ba, 
l\u11dah, 
Sta1dcy, 
Toornhul, and 
Y .. -lnd~::--:)r. 

The said district shall be cal!ecl the 
::'.IetropoliLm \Vater Supply and 
8 ;wcrn1e Di,irict, and this Act sha!! 
extend and apply thereto." 

Thcro 1s no m<>ntion in that of the 
LockyeJ·, "ncl I put it to the Government 
that. if they are desirous of helping the 
pastoralists who haYo been in difficulties 
it is their dutv to establish a properly 
irrigatccl area in the Lockver distrid. 13,, 
thi,, mews a fodder supp!v would bo avail­
able in tintcs of stress, aP:d it semns to me 
that th Government are showing neglect 
in not formul ~ting Qon1o such schomo. Vle 
have p.tssecl thrnu.~·h a scyere drought, and, 
so far as my district is concerned, it was 
found m·0t·•,,,,n· to buy fodder from over 
the border, as lucerne "as not grown by 
the farmers in excess of their own personal 
requir,ments. I ask the Government to 
nke this rnatrrr seriouslv in hand not onlv 
in the interests of the 'people of' Lockye1:, 
l ut 111 the m tore. ts of the people of Queen> 
land, Y ith a vin,v to fodder bcincr available 
in 1·~nv~c~ of nr·;;r--ssity. 

0 

T desire to refer to another matter in 
\ hich th(_ Gov0rnment haYe not dealt fairlv 
'vith the pcoplf' of my electorato. I hav8 
no d0sir.e to widd the parish pump, but 
certain things hnve been turned clown by 

the Governme•nt to which I must take 
strong exception in the interests of the 
people whom I represent. Some two or 
three yeurs rrgo an attempt was made by 
the people of Laicllcy to acquire electric 
light, and some difficulty was experienced 
in gettin!:( the Government to guarantee a 
lo:<n. 'l'he amount of capital involved wa" 
£8,000 or £9,000, and it was found that 
thc tax on the people of the benefited area, 
added to the rates they were already pay­
ing, was more than they could carry. At 
a later period a private company offered 
10 iu~tall u lightin:r schon1f! for the v.rhole 
nf the Lockyer district, the amount of 
mJllC)' required for that scheme being 
approximate!,; £30,000. We approached the 
~'kcretary for Public 'Narks, and a fortnight 
before doing so I f,ave the hon. gentleman 
a copy of the agreement in connection with 
the matter, in order that he might obtain 
tllt-: advicr- of his electrical expei"ts on the 
propo,al. \Vhen a deputotion approccched the 
A·Iini.~tcr ihev were met 1Yith a refusal of 
'' · ishnce th.• hon. gentleman stating that 

', :u against the policy of the Government 
h a!lo •,· private corn pan its to opemte. 

0 PPOSITIO~ :\![EMBERS : Shame ! 

Tha SccRE'£ARY FOR PvnLIC ·woRKS: There 
no shame about it. 

:1Ir. LOGA:\: The action of the Govem­
nter,t on that occasion sho,ved a disinclina­
<on to encourage the introduction of new 
r,,mH>y into the State, because the cOD1IL'-l1Y 
I am ref• i'l'iw, to was a New South \V aks 
one v.~hich \VU:3 operating in many plac's in 
that State. As a matter of fact, it extended 
an invitation to the Minister to inspect some 
of its enterprises, but I do not know whether 
the hon. gentleman accepted the invitation. 

The SECRI:TARY FOR PuBLIC ·woRKS: I have, 
n11 h worry with the pri\·ate companies 
th;~t .n';J LO"\V operating. 

~r. LOGA='\: A priv-ate company 1vas pre­
>rued to expend approximately £30,000, and 
t.J g!~:c a guarantee to the Government that 
c 1lv local 'labour would be employed, that a 
pro. l"'ctus '"ould be issu,,d in the district, 
uncl, if the local people ,,·ere prepared to 
t;lkc up shares in the company, they would 
- ! giYen an opportunity to do so. I an1 

sorry to say ther' "·as a good 
[:.30 p.m.] deal of unemployment existing 

at the time, as there is to-day. 
T'hat con1panv \Vas prepared to light the 
tow"1s in the Lockyer district at the low 
rde of lld. per unit for lighting. and at a 
co1 id8rablv lower r ,ie than that for power 
a•1d other 'rhe Minister and his 
Cigir,cer t.hat it was a good offer. 
Pe_;_:;.onally, "Yhile the deputation was waitM 
ing on the l\1inistcr, I asked the engineer 
if he could •·ce any objection to that ag-ree­
Jncd. flnd le: !rncl to admit th:tt there was 
nothing 'vrong Yrith it. I ·want to quote an 
< mincnt gentleman on the attitude of the 
Uo\-ernmcnt in t:Jis 1nattt;r. At a later date 
Arehbishop Duhig visited Laicllcy, and he 
hn d thif; to saT"- in connection with the same 
cl;cr.lc as repOrted in the " Laidlcy Herald" 

of 26th March last-

" In commeDting on local m."tters. the 
Archbishop oxprcc•,od surprise that the 
· lcctric 1ig-ht scb._me recently put forvvard 
+·_) <;:2rve L~jdley, Forest I--Iill, and Gatton 
iwd not. been entert>tincd by the ~>'!:inister, 
on the vround that it was against the 
poFcy of the Government to permit 

Mr. Logan.] 
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prirate ccnnpanios to control public utili­
t.i<·>. Such a deci,ion only added to the 
di~adyantagc-.. of country life, which vas 
,ufiicic:1tlv dui! aml drab 'vithout depriv­
j 11.:; it o( such a convonicnco by strictly 
au!1cring to the party's policy. 

" The circumstance;; made all the 
diifel~LllCl'. In conclusion, liiJ Grace said 
he hopcJ the diificulties would be over­
come so that the towns mentioned might 
be doccntl;y li[\hted and thus adcl gener­
ally to the con1fort of liYing." 

I meution these things because the present 
Govcrmncnt are always claiming that they 
ha vc advanced the interests of every district 
in the t)tatc; ancl l vvant to Fdy that in n1y 
district ·we ha Ye rccci""i~fd no .:tdYanL:_ges V\ hat~ 
eYer. IIore you have a private co1npany with 
ne\', woney prepared to come from another 
8tate and expend it in tho district, employ 
on!:· local labour, adhere to any conditions 
within rer:son which the Government like to 
lay down; yet the Government, because of 
their hard-and-fast policy, turn it down. 

There o:re sever.1! other questions to which 
one might refer. One is the very burning 
question of main roads. I do not know why 
it i-. but so far we have not had one foot of 
main road laid down in the Laidlev Shire, 
and I would like to remind the Mini~ter that 

che people in that area contribute very largely 
to the motor tax. The Secretary for Public 
\Yorks has some knowledge of what the roads 
arc, as recently· he visited the district. 

The SECRETARY FOB PcBLIC .WORKS: They 
arc not roads at all; they are onl0 tracks. 

''Ir. LOGAX: The roads are in a very 
bad state, and I complain that nothing has 
been done by the IVlain Roads Commissioner 
in the Laidley Shire. I enter my emphatic 
protest against the attitude of the Main 
Roads Commissioner in not giving the Laid­
Joy people some consideration. The road 
between Brisbane and Toowoomba runs 
through the Laidlc>y Shire, and practically 
eYery Yehicie that goes to Toowoomba from 
Brisbane must go through the Loekyer dis­
trict.. The roads in that district have not 
receiYed any consideration, and I sincerely 
hore that during the coming year the Minis­
ter will suggest to the Main Roads Commis­
sioner that he should give some considera­
tion to the roads in that area. :-;' aturally, 
those who are in a position to do so have 
gone in for up to date methods of conveY­
ance. Thoro are quite a number of motor 
trucks cominii into the district, and I hope 
that the l\ilmster w1ll note what I have said 
and will help us in some wav to get som~ 
of the roads attended to. • 

R eforring again to the irrigation of the 
Lockyer, I "'otlld seriously urge the Govern­
ment to consid8r the proposal that has been 
made. I am quitP confident that with irri­
gation we could produce in that district 
practically all the fodder required for 
the State during drought time. At the 
present time, because of the lack of water 
and to some extent the exhaustion of 
the soil owing to the length of time 
lucerne has been grown, the lucerne has not 
gTo;.-n a' vigorously as it did when the land 
was ;-irgin soiL and to-day it requires some 
acsistanco, and water would help us con­
siderably. The soil will take all the water 
you are likely to give it. Not only would 
the farmers on the banks of the creek be able 
to irrigate, but, as the banks of the creek 
are higher than the land on either side, it is 

[Mr. Logan. 

poesiblo to bring the water quite long dis­
tances on to the f!rtt country. I am sorry 
that the SPcrctn ry for Agriculture was not 
here whc'n I mentioned that scheme. 

The :C,ECRETARY FOR AGRICl::LTURE: I 
rcrcivcd a deputation on the subject. 

i\Ir. LOG~\N: 'rhat was a ·water supply 
chcnH~ fo:_ the t Y\\..'~l. l have bPPn a·dvoc:at­

ing this other scben1e for irrigation purpose~, 
and I am sati,riecl that it could be made 
to sor• e a ;-ery large area. If the lllinistel' 
and the Govcrnn10nt \s'ould give serious 
consid8cation to the suggestion I have made 
I am satisfied they would not find a bctte" 
·"chen1c fron1 any point of view, and, fol' 
the sake of the whole district and the State 
gdlcrallc, it would Le a good scheme for 
the Gov0rnmcnt to investigate. 

The s~:CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you 
speaking of the 8che1nc that we should bring 
under the migration agreement.? 

:\1r. LOGAN: I am not. The people in 
that localitv haYe been having "' bad time 
through the drought. I quite realise what 1s 

being clone in the Theodore di>trict, ami I 
kno-,c· the conditions of the people in need 
of fod.der adjaoellt to that area. I sincerely 
hope th<tt it proycs to be a success. 

I have nothing to say in regard to the 
strike. There aro others better able to sa.v 
what should be eaid than I, and I merely 
wish to say that I decidedly hope that. th·J 
trouble has terminated-not for a short time, 
but for a long period. It has been a source 
of great regret to me and many others that 
those industrial troubles continually arise. 

::Y[r. COLLI);S interjected. 

:i·Jr. LOGA:'\: The hon. member who has 
just interjected, unfortunately, does not seem 
to appreciate the other fellow's pomt of vrew, 
Personally, I ;muld like to say that l 
avpreciatc the worker's point of view as 
well as the other man's point of view, an'!. 
if anything is needed in this country it is 
co-operation bebyoen labour and cap1tal. 

Mr. COLI.IKS: They made enough capital 
out of the war. 

:\1r. LOGA:\': L:ntil hon. members get 
down to a serious roalisa tion of the needs of 
both sides of this question, we cannot have 
co-operation and real progress. Personally, 
I believe in holding the scales of justice 
with an even hand so that everybody has 
an equal chance. 

Mr. O'KEEF.E (Chillagoe): Before 
addressing myself to the question before th0 
Honse, I take the opportunity of congra­
tula!ing the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Replv, and also the hon. member 
for Balonne upon being elected to this' 
Chamber. I also take the opportunity of 
cono;ratulating His Excellency the Governor 
on his appointment to the high office he holds 
in this State. Although I do not subscribe 
to the method of the D"ppointment, still he 
holds the office, and I am prepared to say 
that ho will bo an acquisition to the State, 
more e'c-pecially on account of his high 
training in the medical profession and the 
great inter' st he has taken in cancer 
re .:oarch. 

There are several members on both side• 
of this Chamber who up to the present time 
ha;e boon unable on accrmnt of illness to 
attend this session, but I hope it will not 
be long before thev arE' well enough to take 
their places hero 'again. (Hear, hear!) 
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l listen0d with pleasure to the portion of 
the Governor's Speech dealing with the 
Uovcrnment policy in regard to the health of 
the children of the State. His Excellency 
stated that, in 1926, 41,000 were medically 
c•xamined, and the departmental dentists 
uxamined 42,000 children. I am satisfied 
that every hon. member will be pleased with 
the policy which the Government have pur­
~ued in safeguarding the health of the chil­
dren; but t' " mention of the subject brings 
to my mind the belief that the Government 
should go a little further in this ·direction, 
particularlv in the case of children whose 
uutlu pare~ts arc su:ff('ring fron1 that dreaded 
disea>,, miner's phthisis. When one calls to 
mind the ass;stance which the Government 
hay,) giv-en to the injured workers in the 
~t ?"tc Lnd.,.~r the \vorker3' compensation svstcxn 
then it occms to me that the amount of ~oney 
;;ivcn in cases \vhcre tho bread.,Yinner is suf­
tcring frorn rnincr' s phthisis is insufficient, as 
the ch!ld1 en aro suffering from a handicap. 
They arc brought into the world at a disad­
vanl:tge compared with the children whose 
parents are more hea!thv. This means that 
larger sums of money ha ,:e to bo expended on 
food and clolhiug for the mow unfortunate 
children to giYc thcn1 an equal chance -, iti1 
i hose bn1 n ln het tor circu1nstanccs. La-.t 
sco,•ion thP \Vorkers' Compensation Act was 
awcndcd so that a single n1an could rcceivo 
£2 1£s. per week and a married man with a 
family up to £4 5c. per week when injured; 
but a suff.:::rcr from tniner's phthisis receives 
only £1 per 1vcck~in In<Hl\- in: t""ncos onlv 
lOs.-mcd th t applic; al.'o ·to the married 
meu. Again. the total amount of cvmpon­
~ancn pa;" <1ble ro a person ~uffcrino· h·orn 
rc~ncr's phthisis is £~50, whereas the ~mount 
payable to an injured "urkor und-er llw 
g~~·n:n1~ schemC' is £750 for pern1ancnt inca­
pauta t10n. The amount paid under thu 
geEeral scheme js paid in a lun1p sun1 but 
in the case of miner's phthisis the amo~nt is 
pair! by "eckly inshlmcnts. I hope the 
Gon~rnmcnt will sec their \Vay clear to rectify 
thP aEomal_v. and place the sufferers from 
.HlnJc_r's ph!h~sis en. cx~ctly the sa1ne foDting 
"' others lllJUred m mdustr,-. That is the 
l ~ a~t \\:<~ can do for those Who ha Ye ri~ked 
t.hcir hfc and lii:_Ibs in the mininb industry 
of tho St"to. \i\'e_ camwt expect any great 
f"hango m the polwy of the Government in 
that di1:ertion on account of the present finan­
cial stnngency; but l sinc-erely hope that tho 
Government will see their way clear to extend 
f!J.rthcr assistance t.o these unfortunate falni­
hes by placing the injured bre::tdwinncr under 
t~he g"neral scheme of VIorkcrs' C'Ompensation. 
t-i.uch workers have ab,olutel.v earned the 
nght to be placed on the same footing as 
any other injured worker. We must bear in 
mmd that most of these men who arc stricken 
•nth miner's phthi,is are men who were born 
m our country: or at. least have been many 
.vcaro; workmg m the Industry in Queensland; 
b.ut under the general scheme of compensa­
tiOn a worker need be only twelv-e months or 
Ieo< m our country to be entitled to full 
compensation as an injured worker. 

I ;vish to congratulate the Secretary for 
Pubhc Lapds o'! the generous and business­
like way m wh1oh he met the needs of the 
retu~·ned soldiers on the Atherton Tableland. 
Durmg the past twelve months many matters 
have been brought under my notice, includ­
mg the claim by some of the settlers that 
t,hey had le<s than a living area. These facts 
were placed before the Minister by myself, 
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and T desire to express to him my gratifica­
•ion and the gratific<ttion of the settlers for 
the manner in which he dealt with the 
matter. In every instance the hon. gentle­
man L'ndeavourc·d to rectify any trouble that 
exiotcd, and. to my knowledge in all cases he 
has allowed the settlers to acqui1'"' additior,al 
areas in order to 1nake good. 

At the present time a maize pool is in 
existence on the Atherton Tableland, and as 
a result of that pool the growers of maize arc 
cnjoyi11g a greater rneasure of prosperity 
than would otherwise have bccn the cas-c. 
Th0 fanners in that .area have bc~.·on1e recon­
ciled to the system of pooling, and during 
my last visit to that portion of the electorate 
the~' expressed a wish that n1aizcgrO\VC1~~ in 
othc•1· parts of ,_the Sta tc should also adopt the 
s~, sh'n1 of pooLing. 

That brings me to the enormous expense 
iHCUITCd by paston·.lists during the droug=it 
in purchasing 1na ize to keep their sheep 
.;_diYe. The price"· thdt \VCl'C paid ranged frotH 

£20 to £30 per ton ; but I venture to say 
that not many of the grov, ers rcc :ivcd 1nuch 
mor,c than £8 to £10 a ton on an a\·cragc. 
ln Athcrton, where the pool ie in existence, 
the crop for last year averaged to the grovv'-T 
£12 103. per ton. 

l\:lr. l'ETERS0::-1: Tho reason why such a high 
prieP '\'US obtained for 1naize was the drought 
i't \Yestcrn Queensland, and not on account 
,,f an.v act of the pooL 

.',lr. O'KEEFE: I\Iaizegrowers in the 
Routh sold their maiz" in those areas, and 
i" was ncccs;qry that the demands of the 
Sonth Flwuld be met. These facts go to show 
that a scheme not onlY fm· the conservation 
or fodder hut for a pooling system is abso­
lutc·l_,, necessary in Queer•sland. I agree with 
prc,·ious speakers that the facilities for the 
storag·c of fodder, not only in Queensland 
but iu other parts of Australia, are totally 
lnadcquate. This -is a problem ',vc must face, 
as a scherno of fodder -con:~crvation would be 
one of the greatest insuranccs po>Ssiblc against 
dj_'(J"JU,'ht.. 

\Yhile a policy of linking .np railwa:v 
sy~terns is dt:sirable, .a fodder conservation 
scheme for . \..ustralia will tend more to solve 
""no of her great problems dlle to drought 
than those links in the railway system. I 
suggest that the Government should take up 
this rm1tter 1vith the Commonwealth Govern­
ment and other State G ovcr-nmcnts. The cost 
of snch a schern<J could be paid for by the 
1voolgrowers of Australia being asked to 
contribute a premium of, say, !,d. per lb. on 
the wool sold. 

I would also call the attention of the Secre· 
tary for Public Lands to the necessity, now 
that the mining industry of North Quoens­
land-with the exception of tin-is at such 
a low ebb, of throwing ope·n lands in that 
part of the State to enable the people to 
ecttle thereon. I would specially refer to 
that> tract of land at the back of Herberton 
running right along to the Evelyn Scrub in 
the Ra vcnshoo district. I would also call 
attention to six holdings in the centre of the 
,agricultural district in the Evelyn Scrub, 
which are now hold by the Forestry Depart­
ment. FiYe of these six blocks are denuded 
of timber, and, from what I can understand 
from officers of the Forestry Department, 
this area is too small for the purpose of 
reafforestation for which it was intended. I 
understand it requires amending legislation 
in order that thes<> hvnds may revert to the 

Mr. O'J[eb{e.] 
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Crown. I hope that the Minister will take 
the necessary stops to make those lands avail· 
able to the people in the district. A butter 
factory has been established at Ravenshoe, 
but tne number of suppliers is insufficicut to 
make it a profitable concern. If this land 
were thrown open for selection, it would be 
applied for, a11d the position in regard to 
this factory and the district generally would 
to " certain oxto11t be relieved. In order to 
~how ·what n1aizogrowing has rneant to Aus­
tralia, it is only necessary to point out tbat 
in 1923·24, 2.50J,COO bushels of maize were 
irnpcrtc>d into Australia. The prio<' paid 
was 4s. p t bushel, so that the price paid 
amounted to about £500,000. During 1924·25. 
some mo:1ths after the importation of this 
ruaizc, 2,LoJO,QOO bushol.s \Vero exported fl·orn 
Australia. Tho price obtained for this 1naize 
\\·as about 4s. per bushel, yet during that 
pu·iod Ltr.~...: HuwLcrs of stock, which ropro­
:,e_lted rnililuils in the as~.ets of the State, 
were lo L ihnmgh dro~ght in the \V< .,tern 
districts. Th2t goes to prove that some 
i-·:,-stc,n of ~1orag12 is r.C'CD··sary in order to 
::-.ave the grc 1t losses which occur frorn time 
to tin c. When it is considered that, in many 
instance· t:"" farmers sell their crop at prices 
lc>S th ·,, "' .t of production, and that the 
cor'"u;n·T,, '' ho arc the big and small sheep­
men of tk State, h:tve to pay from Ss. to 
10s. r•·r bushel for that fodclor in times of 
'tr.•_s.'. ihc" it i,; appnrent that there is some­
thi·lg \Yl'ot1p;. Th~~ tiiYw is opportune for this 
and oi!H r Ctatc Governments to collaborate 
\l'iih the Co1nmomYealt.h Govemmcnt in an 
<'nth\ a vonr to proYide an adcqnato storage 
for drought fcddcr as an in "urancc against 
the cnor:ncn:s lo~·scs \vhiCh are suffered in 
t ime.o of drou;~ ht. 

~Ir. :\loOHE: The n1aizegrower got as rr1uch 
as lls. 6d. p r bushel last yea1· under the 
pcol. 

:\Ir. [l'KEB:FE: We will blame the pool 
then. As I ,;ay. a ''o stem of storage of fodder 
to prevent lo;_;:s,__.::; in times of drought is 
alJsolutcly c··~ .1tial. 'I'hc money fo1~ such a 
eehcmc cnn be contributed by the wool­
growers, and in this connection an in1position 
of !,·d. per lb. on \VOol grown in Australia 
would be found sufficient for the initial 
expenses of th.) scheme. 

Refrrcnco has been made in the Governor's 
Speech tn the destruction of prickly·pear and 
the distribution of the cochineal insect. I 
had the pleasure recently of visiting with 
the Secretary for Railways and the hon. 
member for Barcoo a pear-infested area in 
the Ernuald district, and what we saw there 
of the splendid work of both the cochineal 
in.ect rr.J the worm loaves no doubt in my 
mind ,,s Ll the fwnl result. \Vondorful pro­
gre,:-; ha,. b:)en rnade, despite tho short period 
of time that the insects have been in the 
distri< t. This .matter bring, to my mind the 
fact . th · t, whllsc enormous losses in sheep 
a r0 lH~Ing sustain('d not only in Queensland 
hnt in Xew South \Vales by reason of 
dron hts. other <'Ountries arc using prickly­
pe'ar a•. fodder for stock. \Yhilst we arc 
de::-tro.';iug ihe pear. \ve are at tho same 
tinw d"troying what I may call a fodder, 
a.nd thousands of sheep are starving for the 
want of somethmg to eat. A Southern news­
p_nper recently gave prominence to the posi­
tion of th ., sto~kowners of Texas, United 
States of Amonca, where an experiment 
bell' an twelve yco rs ago in the direction of 
usmp; ]1Rar as a fodder in times of drought. 
1'hat experiment was so successful that the 

[Mr. O'l{eefe. 

policy of utilising pear for feeding stock 
has resulted in practically no losses being 
,;u,tained in the last ten years, although 
Texas during that time has pas,_,d through 
thrPc severe droughts. 

:Vlr. H. M. RlSSELL: That IS spineless 
v:'ar. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The particular instance 
I ru11 ( 1notlllg does not refer to spineless pear. 
::\ot ouiy have they successfully gone through 
these periods of drought, but the average 
carryillg capacity has in n1any instances 
lwcu i"crcct.<ed by 50 per cent. 1\iany of the 
Texas fanners do uothi11g else but cultivate 
pear for conservation purl_)o..:::e~::;. The pear 
Is eo gro;;n that a blo•.,pip< cc1n be used to 
destroy the prickle. l remember in 1902 I 
was traYollin:,· with stan-ing ctock in the 
Coutral distr.ct. anJ \Ye wcro feeding these 
t>licPp for n.wnths and n1onth::; on prickly-pear. 
\Yhat \Va~ our great trouble? The hon. lncm­
ber for 1.\onu~uj!Jy will know, as many of the 
Lee p \vcro fed in his O\Vn electorate and 

around Hockhampton, that ihe groat trouble 
';as on account of the prickle. 

[4 p.m.] If it were not for the, prickle, 
the pear would be good fodder, 

and the sheep would have been able to last 
t!mmgh the drought without any great losses. 
Uut .vl1ilst the prickle as there, '"e had 
Ho ehaiH'e of ro11tinual1y feeding tlw sheep 
on th,__ pear. I rcalisu tho great loss that 
~ueendnuJ if-l ~ufferin[~ at the present tirne 
on account of the drought in the \Vest. 

:'\ o one realises the position better than 
hon. members of this Chamber, and I was 
YPr:V much intere't'.d in the report of the 
Land t\cttlcmont Advisory Board in connec­
tion "·;th our \Ycstern lands. \Ve shall have 
an opportunity of debating this subject at 
a later date, but I am satisfied tint the· 
rPpOI't very largely is a good one. It con· 
tain' valuable inf01matioH in regard to what 
>d!Ould constitute a living area, and I, for 
onl\ do not want to be misled in any \vay 
as w the area selcc:ors in the \YPstPt'n >heep 
district should be giyon. \Ve have had a 
mrr,r experience all 0\·er Queensland in con­
nection with the settlement of returned 
w!diors on too small an area. During the 
last t···elve months the Minister has been 
rectifying the mistake that was made on the 
Atherton Tableland. To·dav the returned 
soldiers there ha vc a sufficient area to enable 
them to make a decent living, and they are 
all satisfied. So, when the Government are 
launching out to cut up the vast areas falling 
dtw, they should accept the recommendation 
of the Land Settlement Advisory Board in 
regard to the size of the holdings so that no 
mistake will be made. 

l regret very much that the Government 
so far have not given any information in 
l'l'gard to what they intend to do with the 
great smelting plant ut Chillagoc. It is now 
oomc scyon or eight months since the closure 
of the Chilla!Ioe works, which brought about 
ctagnation in the district. As a result, 
hundr, rls of familio3 arc now on the bread 
line awaiting the decision of th<' (;on'rnmont 
a-, io what they intend to do. I know what 
th~y JH·omiscd. 

ldr. :viAX WELL: They did not b ''!' their 
word. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I am not going to shield 
them in regard to those promises. The 
Secretary for Mines and the Premier 
travelled throughout the electorate during 
the elections and told those people :hat, if 
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rhcy supjlorled the Government candidate­
that ;, myself-the previous policy \vith 
eeganl to Chillagoe \\Ould be continued. _.L\.s 
we· ;Jl know, the \vorks wore continued for 
a few rnonths; but, on account of certain 
thingo; that occurred, the whole thing was 
held up until " rq)ort was placed before 
members of th:s Chamber. \Ve have had an 
opportullity of perusing that report, and I 
do not suppo.~e theru is one 1nunLer of this 
Hou':> but will agree that it is a vcr~ bad 
n•port. It u.poscd ccrbin things that should 
lL'\"C'r huYe harJPL'ncd there 

Mt·. ;\L\XWELL: Then the Leader of the 
< 'PIJC3itiun <·as right ·t 

lllr. 0' KEEFE: I want to point out that 
no bian1o can be attached to the rnininir 
imh try on a'""'Ullt of the di,clo"ues con"'. 
ta.iJ:ed in thnt report. If the rnanager ~J£ 
the ;:\tr,to smolte1·s saw fit to draw up a 
turili that \LlS detrimental to the interest< 
of the State works there, th :n it rest<.·J 
with the GoYerulnunt to soe that ho refrained 
[rOlil putting tln.t ta~iff into ope:_,ation. rJ1he 
rc,JOrt point, out th::t under tho 60-40 tariff 
it w~:v· costing the State 60s. per ton to treat 
the ore, while they wore o'"ly getting a 
return o£ l4s. 6d. for it. If that is so, ther2 
IYas something radically wrong. I do not 
think the men in that distnct wanted a 
tariff of that dc:,cription. There wore onlv 
a few who were getting any benefit out o[ 
it. Wh- t the local people up !here require 
Me facilities for smelting their ore. In 1920 
the GoYormnent saw fit to take over the 
rnaehincry, and to-dav the n1en in the silver­
lead industry are 1,:-ft absolutely stranded, 
havmg no sort of smc·ltor in the North vf 
Quepnsland-or ir. tho South either, for 
that matter. 

.Yir. CoLLINS : \Vhat do you suggest'? 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I say candidly, althongh 
I rep re 30!Jt the elc•ctorate, that it is impos­
sible to crrrry on smeltmg operations at the 
present tinP on accoullt o! the low market 
prices. Nobody in Queensland can produce 
>tnd smelt lead whon the market price " 
only £21 or £22 a ton. At Broken Hill, 
where they have oYery facility and up-to-date 
mac him ry for treating the ore suppli,:d It 
costs them in the vicinity of £20 per ton 
and it_ is absolutely impocisible to carry o~ 
opcrat1011s with the plant we have 1!l 
Chillag·oe. ·c-nless we can get in the vicinity 
of £28 or £30 per ton, we cannot produce 
lead in QuePnslanrl. When the Government 
decided to close Cbillagoe, the market value 
was £28 up to £30 per ton. 'l'he excnse 
that is made now is the state of the market. 
I will not take that as an excuse. A definite 
promise \Yas made. to these people by th<· 
Premwr. who himself only last weel< 
c•mphasiscd the point to the members on this 
side that he made deiinite promises to the 
people of Queensland that no outside union 
wnnlcl gov. rn the country-and I stand 
behind him so far as that is concerned-and. 
if that is sound in that case, then I say It 
i' up to tho hon. gentleman to make good 
his promise to the people of Chillagoe and 
that the least the Government can do is 
to purchrrse the oros which are already at 
graS3 and treat them. They can please them­
sPlves os to what they do afterwards. Bur 
the,· loft. those people stranded without one 
da,·'s notice. I ,t.e that the mover of this 
AcldrC'SS in Reply, the hon. member for 
Rockhampton. made a complaint against 
the Lake's Crock mc":tworks management 
for domg the ·arne tlung-and I say it is 

uot diuerent at all from what the Uovcrn­
mcnt hu.Ye done to ·the people of Chillagoe: 
and the least they should do now is to 
Jnako good this pro~nise and give thern a 
· · cll'an-up." There are llH)ll I\ hu arc ab._<llu­
td~,- dC'pQnJcnt on this iudustry, vvho ha\·e 
ill_ t~n \va.iting for the last soy en n1onths for 
t .e Government to get th:s report rmd bring 
the plaut do\vn to a c·.!rtai 11 standard, so 

it would ncJt be called upon to bear the 
le soo which the State has shouldered 

in la_;t few years, and to give thcn1 
O!HL' facj]}tics t,} treat their ores. I want 

to drm.- the att. ntion of the Hcuso to the 
het llmt tlw l'n;mier did make rr clcfinit.c 

nt on this quostic:J. Spo.,king of the 
p _cition last l\ioyembcr, as rc•ported 

nn p-\ .2 lb31 of ".Hansard," he said-

" There i.;:: a big t.Lstrict there \vith, no 
doubt, unli.nitocl 1nctal ro.:ou.rcos, out 
\vhothor th· y are in p>tyablo quantitie:. 
or Lot I do not know. Tho policy ol 
p:·ovicline: a In{ n1s o£ s1nelting by rull­
nJng tlu s~:l'ltcrs for a short period o£ 
thu ~·ear und g1Ying the ore fo, "i6ccr or 
miuer a:: opportunity of developing small 
'hows, wh1ch mav cYentuallv turn out 
big one,, will be pur,.ned by the Govern­
ment; but it must be done with the 
entcrpri•,c running as it should run as a 
,mall coucm·n without any great lo" tr 
the taxpayer. 

"lUr. 0' Keefo: That is all we \V ant. 

" Th" PRDIIER: That is as far as I am 
prepared to ;;o." 

1 say lhat was a definite statement, irre· 
'pect1 ve of the pron1ises w hi eh were nL~du on 
tlw pl11tfonn during the by-election. The 
[, ast tlw Government can do, seeing that 
they took the business ov-e,· from private 
(_)nterprise, is to give these 1n~n a;, clean-up.'' 
They have no rrght to leave them stranded 
\Y ith ~heir fumilies. Even if they lose rnoncy,_ 
t!lat ;s a duty they owo to that portion of 
tnc Btate gncl the taxpayers of thv State. 
;we! they 'an adopt another course afler· 
\Yards. 

The Auditor-General in his report la,t vear· 
stated in regard to Chillagoe that a certain 
a·sct "·as not there. That was one <Jf the 
things that brought about this inquiry. On 
tlH' floor of th1s House I stated that I did 
not believe it, although it came from the 
Auditor-General. I had my o·"·n opinion 
about the U!rcf!a !.nine, and I n1ade it n1v 
businc·· to visit that mine a few months 
ag·o. I rnakc the definite statcn1ent on the 
floor of this Chamber that the yen· ore-bodv 
purchased by the Government stili exist~ ii1 
the Girofla mine. I ea w it fulh: 20 feet 
yvide and us long, and you could Put A pick 
wto any p:.rt of that stope, where I am told 
by n:cn working in the industrv who haYP 
had a very long experience the ore i,; 20 
per cont. 

::VIr. TAYLOR: Do '\'OU sav that the Auditor­
Gr•nc·ral c. aid that it did not exist'? 

Nlr. O'KEEFE: Yes. Ho said that ccl'taiJJ 
assets did not r xist, and that is ,,·hy l d:ciJJl 
that he did not know, because he had not 
vi-ited the plac•o in order to ".ecure that 
iJJformatior,. The Oi'o-bodv till exists tllf're. 
and I would lil'c to kuow- the re" ;on it has 
not ber'n n1ined. I \Yould lik~~ to knovv .d1 ..,,. 
the Governmc:Jt dmed up the whole indwtr~· 
111Prelv bccau~~~ there was something WTOD0~ 
with tho rnanagcn1cnt. rrhe men in th0 rnin' 
to-day ba VP no tenure over the mine, but an~ 
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,imp!" working there at the will of the 
{ ;ovcrnruent. · 

IInn. \Y. II. DAR:-.!ES: You are making a 
Y<'r:V ,~rious charge against the Auditor­
(;cncral. 

i\fr. O'KEEFE: I am not making a serious 
( hargo against hirn at all. I am saying that, 
\\'ht·n he made a report to this House, he 
,aid ihat thc,p a·scts did not exist. I say 
that thev do exist, and I i·nvitc any investiga­
tion bv the Socrctarv for Mines into the 
matter; and, if he v·isl1es to visit the district, 
I am prepared to accompany him and show 
bim , •. ·hat I have seen, in order to back up 
n1y statement to-day. 

:V1r. G. P. DARNES: That can be proved 
nlly by resu 1 ts. 

~fr. O'KEEFE: The results arc there in 
the hoppers. Thoro arc 300 to 400 tons of 
ore taken out of this stope that I have 
mentioned lyiug i:1 the hoppers to-day await­
i!"l~ trr-atnwnt. Th~ re ,,~L ·~ a grf'r't rush to 
.ho \Vestcr1: districts to sec how the big chap 
'X as p;. tting on 1vith his woo:l; but IYh~,- did 
LOt hu:-J. 1nc cnb __ rs go to sec how the little 
{_·llap v, us gc t ting on in the rninlngr industry? 
l:1 192-l the Auditor-General in his report 
dro,·c the r:ttcntio:1 of Parliament to what 
rho cm:tirwation of thu policy of smcltir,g at 
{ 'hllLt~'OC rnca11t to the di~.tri ·t. That '1\..tS 
:L \Vj c rr·ro!nrn'!ll(~atiou., and I cannot under­
"·'nd "hy the wholu industry should suffer 
because somoLody who was placed in charge 
did the \1·rong thing. The fact remains that 
that ore-bodv exists to-day, and, according to 
;_··.)poris O'n vnrious parcels taken out, 1t -..," ~ll 
a ,·er ago 14 per cent. That is what the books 
\\ould chow, aJthouc;h the men \10rking there 
claim tL t it is 20 per cent. ore. For the 
,ake of argument, I am prepared to :-.1.y that 
the ore is 14 r r •Jnt. ore; but why w.cs that. 
mine carried on fer years under Sbte control 
"nd this ore-body not worked? That is what 
1 wa 1t to know, nnd 1 want to know, with 
that or0-body exi•ting to-day, what prevents 
r.he GovernmPnt from continuing the policy 
d smelting ores for these people in a small 
\ray? No ono has ' _.ked, and I htwe never 
advo,•ated since l have been a member of 
this House, that the Government should lose 
largo sums of n1onc7 on c·hillagoe. No 
J'caso-<able man, whether he be a member of 
Parlinment or not, would do so. Business is 
businc•;s, But thorn arc men up there to-dav 
who are quite prepared to pay the full charge 
of smelting and railage on ore if the Govern­
tilent will come to their assistance. 

~ir. COLLINS: Is the plant up-to-date? 

Mr. O'KEEF1~: The Minister tells me that 
it is not up-to-date, but I know that there 
is sufficient machinery to make it up-to-date 
;n a. '"na ll waY for the be-nefit of the district 
and to the satisfaction of all. If the Govern­
ment decide definitely that they ·sill not 
t'copen Chillagoc, then I ask that" they make 
availcble portions of that plant to the people 

·ho aro working in that district. 

::\Ir. Momm: They cannot do that. 

}fr. O'KEEFE: They can do that. There 
i·, n0thing that camwt be done. 

:VIr. J\foom~: The Secretary for Mines was 
;ttmo.-ed »heJ, i · uggcsted it. He "flew off 
the handle." 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Then we shall give him an 
opportunity of " flying off the handle" again. 
So lo11g as he dors. the right thing, it does 
not mdter \ ·ho " fhes off the handle." The 
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hon. gentlema'n "flew off the handle" when 
he was going round the Chillagoe electorate 
looking for the scat. 

.Mr. MoORE: I was giving you encourage­
ment. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Even the hon. member's 
friend the "Courier" 1s going for him 
to-day. 

:Mr. MooR£: \Yhat about the "Standard" 
going for you? (I ntghtcr.) 

Mr. O'KEEFE: There is sufficient machin­
ery at Chil!agoc to meet the requirements 
of the di,trict without incurring any loss to 
the State. If the GovcrnmPnt ha vc de~ide-d 
h do no fnrthcr work at Chillagoe. then they 
on allow that machinerv to be taken to dif­
ferent parts of tbc district. There arc hun­
drcd3 of toru of ore awaiting treatment at 
L\lungana at the &~:tt of mi:-~ing. The 
lca"t thipo· ih~ GovcrY!Inent ~an do in 
tbat PVCl;~ is to ·end u ;.mall furnace there 
in order 1 hat thi6 ore can bo treated. I had 
tho plt ~lsu.!_·c of ,., ... .,il2g at th ,t centre t-wo new 
aline;:; b~·tng opened up ard v;orkcd at Rod­
ea n. The ore being 1nincd i3 of a high 
O'f~dO 
" :vir.· :\IoORE: Is that one of the minr, the 
Governmeut bought? 

J\Ir. O'KKEFE: I am oorry ihot it was not 
cme of them. The ore is not sufficiently high 
~>;rade to be sent out of Queensland for trcat­
rnent. The sarnc po·iticn cxi~t.s at Irvinc-
lJank. Jn n!.·c pared of high~grado or-e has 
U() 0 l1 ,;n the trumlil<e there to be sent 
awav be smelted. If the Government do 
cot · lntc11d to en crag<) in furth0r sm··· lt:ing 
oncrations at Chilla.c:o", this ore will be sent 
o;,t of tho Statc'. ~w! already ncsotiations 
are bc'ing f-inn.li.:-1ed in Brisbane to this end. 
That is a nic 0 statP of affai1·s! \Ve advocate 
Lhat our raw products should be treatc~ and 
tnanufactured jn this State; yet h(~re rs an 
in tance where miners aro compelled to send 
ore out of the State ior treatment at groat 
lo~s, r:ot o1Jy to the State. but to the 'vorkcrs 
as well. 

I vvoukl dirf'ct attentio!l to tho fact 
that, notwithstanding the Govcrnrnent have 
iucurrcd b lo~ses at Chi!lagoc, and n1ore 
than they shoul-d have done, in mining 
and s1nclting operations, a considerable 
amount of money has been collected by the 
State there fron1, tho mining indu':;try. 

Hon. W. H. BARl'EJ: They want it all. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The prospects of mining 
to-day in Korth Queensland have never looln:d 
so bright. \Yith a view to dredging for tm 
in th· -futnre, companies arc prospecting f<_Jr 
tin all over the Herbcrton mining field, m 
the 1\~ount Molloy dictrict, nnd at Mount 
Carbine. Tho inspector of mines at l\:lareeba 
showed me nmplcs of tin won from those 
districts, ann I have not the slightr-;t doubt 
\\·hat the fntmc results will be. 

The SPEAKER: Order [ The hon. mem­
ber has r-xhau: ted the time allowc·d him by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The 
speech of ihc hon. member for Chi!lagoe 
s.:cms to confirm the impreesion I have hac! 
in my mind that this, the sPcond sos,ion of 
the twenty-fonrth Parliament of Queensland. 
will go down in hietory as the session of 
Parliament when congratulations and com­
merdations vvere sung, and when many con­
demnations were utterPd. That will be the 
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noted fact of the history of the time. Never, 
certainly during my experience in Parlia­
ment, and never outside for that matter, 
have we found more confirmation of the 
statement I have just made. Who can call 
to mind hon. members on the other side 
exercising a free hand, not only in congratu­
lating, but in condemning, the Govern­
ment? After a speech such as we have just 
listened to, one naturally asks what ails the 
Government? We on this side can readily 
ans\vcr that question, because there are many 
diseases which have been inherited by the 
Government, now in a state of decrepitude, 
which need attention to a marked extent. 
However, I am very pleased to join in some 
of the congratulations and commendations. I 
congratulate the mover and seconder on the 
way they handle·d their subject-matter. Hon. 
members will agree with me that their task 
was a difficult ono, but it seemed to me that 
their acrobatic style seemed to aid the hon. 
member for Eacham in particular, who cer­
tainly achieved a very fine end and purpose. 
At any ra to, he was worth listening to. \Ve 
are not concerned so much with the differ­
ences of opinion on the opposite side of the 
House. It is am11sing sometimes to see that 
they exist. I suppose they know that they 
are quite genuine. Hon. members who have 
expres,ed thmnselves seemingly believe what 
they said: but it is a pity that on a certain 
occasion they did not divide the House so 
that the country might have known where 
they were. Never in history-and indeed not 
n lone so far as this Hous·e is concerned-has 
the fact that I have mentioned been so 
marked the world over. Notice has been 
taken; commendations have been made; con­
gratulations rxtDnded; so that I think I may 
fairly come to the conclusion which I have 
drawn. 

At 4.25 p.m .. 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMI~'TEES (Mr. Pollock, 
Gregor1;) relicyed iho Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I support them 
further in rho congratulations extended on 
the appointment of the Governor. Even in 
that ctmncction hon. members on the other 
side were a~robatic. They had scarcely 
expressed therr pleasure at the appointment 
and had scarcely completed their reference to 
Sir Matthew Nathan when they linked the 
matter up in some fashion or other with the 
appointment of local Governors. 'They came 
to the conclusion finally that, when the~1e men 
returned to Britain after their term of office, 
they S(Jrvcd the country as ambassadors. That 
is what members on this sid·e of the House 
have been saying all along; and it is pleasing 
to find hon. members on the Government side, 
when they speak from the bottom of their 
hearts, in_dicate that they are somewhat in 
accord wrth our idea that the right thing 
for the country is the appointment of 
Governors from abroad in that it is the 
only link that many p~oplc have with the 
motherland. 

It is only right to go a little further in 
the way of congratulations, and I do so 
sincerely when I congratulate the Lieutenant­
Governor, the Hon. V'filliam Lennon on the 
pleasing and acceptable dignity which he 
displayed on a very special occasion recently 
-the same may be said of the Government, 
the members of which rose to that occasion­
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Y ark. 
I can assure them that, generally _speaking, 

their attitude was universally appreciated. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Congratulations are also due to the Govern­
ment in connection with the Land Set~le­
ment Advisory Board, the report of whr_ch 
body has recently been presented to Parha­
ment. I am not quite sure. that the ~el?ort 
v.ill be quite in keeping with tJ;e opnnor;s 
of hon. members on the other srde, but rt 
certainly does endorse the views ?f hon. 
members on this side. The report wrll show 
the Government that they have not been 
actino- too wiselv in their past legislation 
in co';'mection with the pastoral industry and 
in their treatment of pastorali~ts generally. 
The report may not be satisfying to the 
Government in that respect; but, at ~ny 
rate, they arc to be con;mended for havmg 
initiated the board whrch has produced a 
report of such a high character. 

Proceeding a step further, I cong-ratulate 
the Government on the news no~ to hand 
regarding the opemtions ,of the 01l b,or~ at 
Homa. The information 1s most gr_at:fymg, 
and one can only hope th~t the optrmrs'? of 
the Secretary for Mines wrll be fully realise~. 
I suggest to the Mini_s~er ~onc~rned that,. If 
oil in payable quantities rs drscovered, the 
proceeds therefrom, after provi:Jing for the 
cost of production and ~efundmg amounts 
paid by the Treasury, m1ght be ear:marked 

' in payment of the pubhc debt. 
[4.30 p.m.] I can quite conoeiv~ th";t, if we 

strike oil at all, 1t wrll be a 
mighty thing for Queensl.and: It is no_t a 
big stretch of the imagmahon to believe 
that Queensland might indeed have her debt 
paid in that way. 

The' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC VI'ORKS: We 
send a million a year to America for oil. 

Mr. PETERSON: And a large amount for 
timber, too. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The amount is simply 
enormous, and no gold mine e~ther at. Mount 
:Moruan or anvwhere else wrll equal what 
the "discovery of oil in Queensland wonld 
mean to the State. 

I congratulate the Government again. in 
connection with the settlement of the strrk':'· 
I am not going to say too much on thB 
question; but I do say that we are glad t!rat 
it is at an end. Personally, I do not t~mk 
it should ever have arisen. It had no right 
to be a disturbing factor in connection with 
our life at South J ohnstone for the best 
part of three months before action was take11 
We recognise that immodi"tely the trouble 
spread action was taken. That we have got 
out of the trouble is wmething. The matter 
may have been staged fairly well for the 
public and for the world generally, and a 
very fine thing may have been done; but l 
for one claim that there w;:ts no need for the 
position to have reached the extr0me stage 
that it did, and I doubt if the Government 
we1·e wise in dismissing the whole of the 
railwav servants at that juncture as they did. 
I make bold to say that, if the rai)wayl?en 
had had indicated to them that certam thmg' 
would obtain on a given day if those ready 
to accept those conditions turned up to their 
work, the men would have been loyal to the 
Government and there would have been no 
stoppage of' the service whatsoever. I know 
that I am not on the inside of things; but. 
having a fair knowledge of the railwaymen 
from the highest to the lowest, I believe the 
whole of the railway servants of Queenslantl 
are a fine body of men, and I object to those 
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men lwi ng <lismi·,sed imd being made 
" black,'' as it ,·ere. The grr-.>t ma]ority of 
those nwn never had an opportunity given 
them to 'ay "·hcthN they would turn up to 
1 hci 1· Cl ut v or no(. That opportunity should 
have been givo11. and they need not have 
been branded. You do not help to create 
an dfiricnt vnd scltisfiC>d 2crvice by treating 
men in that -,., a~v. It was a very great 
blunde!· in any ·.vay to alienatn the sympa­
thies of the raih·aymen at this juncture 
.\n 0)11 ortun:tv to continue dutv should 
have lwen given to those men The loyal 
nwn of the Fnr·.·ice codainly would hav" 
tnrPcrl nn and done thPir clJJty, as naturall v 
mmld have been expected of them. I maill· 
tain, further. that the men who signed 011 
and did not afto!'Wards withdraw their signa­
tures should have been treated from the date 
1 hey sigrycd on as servants of the Govern­
nwnt. Bv so doing the Government even 
11ow ',',·i11 bring honnnr npon themselves, and 
will hoo]p to rectify the \" ron~ that was done 
to a ''Nv line bcH.lv of rncn as a result of the 
genNo 1 ·dismissal· of the whole of the rail­
wav cnv tnts of Qnecnsbnd. Again I say 
I was not behind tho scenes, and I am not 
arquaintr>J 1-vith eYe_.,~ rnovc that has taken 
place; bllt it certainly appears to me. look­
ing- at. it frorn a bu-inecs point of view, 
that, in order to preserve the best possible 
ff'"1jn,.t b bYf'en employer and ernployef', 
what. I have indioo.tcd would have been the 
ri:dJt thing io do. Kno\Ying the disparity 
ot orinion '"hieh exists in these matters, 
o1P c::tnnol understand altogf'thcr how the 
Prcmir>r has come to agree with hon. mem­
bers on this sirle. \Ve aro out all the tim(' 
for con,:titutiona I gm·ernment; we are out 
to n le. I maintain that the Government of 
the country should own itself. just as an 
individual should own himself, and this 
Government has not been owning itself. We 
haY'~ onl-~ to cast our me1norics back to the 
evr>nts of the pa't to rP:tlisc that. Thu 
Government has not owned or controlled 
thin's as it should hove done. and all thesn 
union~ and organisations of nnions and 
affiliation' of unions arc lan;oly the ,;,roation 
of the Go1·crnmcnt. :Ministers themselve& 
ha Ye made the trouble thev have met; but 
~tpparcnily they hav·. seen the error of their 
''mvs nnd have put their foot down. saying, 
,; This i ~ to go on no longor; we are going 
to J'nlc." It is not onlv something that is 
7oing to be fdt in Queensland. but somethin,; 
th'1 i" i:S gc :11~· to he vv·nrld ,. idc jn it, 
infl'lPnr.c. and I com'llencl them for it. T 
hope they will not retract one inch. 'I'his 
is not nnl" the fooling of the Premier. I 
aLl spre eYc'·y m0rnbcr on this side of thP 
ChambPr '""~ glad to understand that it 
"·as not the Premier's d0!'ision alone but that 
iho Government as a whole were in it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
wmc never in any doubt about that, were 
you? 

l\Ir. G. P. BARNES: There was some 
douht abnut it, br cause no action was taken 
till tho Premier returned, 

The SE· RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : When did 
it or~. ur '! 

Mr. G. P. BARNEB: That doubt has been 
diseipabd, and the Premier must be relieved 
in th1t cnnnrdion. The hon. gentleman laid 
:it tlov,rn in these words-

" The Government is determined that 
the imtruction of the Commiesioner for 
Rail Wflys mmt be carried out by our 
railwa\· employees. and persistence of 
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the Australian Railways Union in defying 
those instructions can 'only bring disaster 
to nll <'Onf'ernerl." 

That is onlv "·hat has been said in oth"r 
nlaces. l'.Ir: ,T, H. Thomas, in addressing­
the railwa~mcn in England, said the ven 
Eamo thin.c:: At the National Union of Rail­
wavrnen Ccnfr'1·enc' he rrn1indcd t.he p. op1e 
of ·the nm"erous difficulties ahead in these 
\YOrd_;--

" H WflS no good approaching these 
in a c.~dional selfish spirit. There was 
JW doubt of the serious condition of the 
rottntrc:. Ln honr rnuc:t phv a big part 
in builclin"' industries, development, wel­
fare. <1 nd 

0
social I if e. I do not propose 

;·o J.llow JY>V policy or the policy of the 
~ationcd Union of Railwaymen to be 
dichteu to or influenced by <'ut -ide h0dies 
,,·hatcY' r. whether thElV are called the 
Injnorii"~l nlO\ :•mcnt of this f'ountrv or the 
>aviom·s of anv other country. The rail­
wavs aro f'flpahle of doing thPir o\vn 
buSin,· " in the]r own 1-vay, and I intend 
1o load in that direction." 

Thero vou ha vn a. man n1any thousands of 
rnile.s ~wav holding similar sentiments to 
t hoc .. _, be le( by hon. · members on the other 
idc hking a similar 'tand in regard to 

1 be' couroe of action which should be followed. 
.i' iJ cxtraordil'al'Y to notice that in the 

C:oYcrnor'.. Speech there is just a slight 
eicrence to finance and the fact that thR 
cL fie-it for th<J year is so large. Before 
dealing with the question in any way, I 
n1ust sav that it strike.'\ n1e as singular that 
it. 'hou!"u take the Government so long as 
t\\'elve vcars to realise the blunders they 
lw YO n1Udc. I a1n referring now specifically 
to the blunders made in the encouragement 
o[ out·1d0 on'"anisations, which haYe posf'd af' 
superior to the Government and which have 
cxcrci ,od their influence against them. 
How tho Go,·ernment could remain oblivioue 
to the position and the injury clone by their 
actions must baffle all of us. It has baffled 
us. for a long tin1e. 

Qcwenslaml has produced on the Labour 
~iJe sorne drong 1neu; but ho"~ is it that 
tiK.:.O strong n1e·~1 should ha,·e taken longer 
to seo th0 e:nor of a certain force of action 
than has boon the ca"e "·ith others in the 
South. I rcL~r to men like :Mr. \V. M. 
fiu"'hcs :vl.II.R. the late 1\lr. Kiclston, 
Sen .. -;,tor' Pca.rce, Sir Joseph Cook, and many 
ot-htrs. They were no ti1ne in re~lising the 
f ·d th•tt the. track they were trying to travel 
w.1s tho v~rong oue, but our people have 
tak0n twelvo :y,;ars to realise the rnistake. 

:Ylr. IT \RTLEY : It took £25.000 to convince 
,,Ir. Hughcs that he was un the wrong track. 

:Cdr. G. P. BAR.NES: Ho was on the right 
track long bdore receiving the £25,000. 
People like ;\It. Hughes and Mr. Holman 
found thot the:: hnd to yield to the c1rcum· 
''tanccs which reRponsibility involved. Let us 
hopn that wo bflve not seen the end of these 
changes, and that the recommendatio';'s of 
the Land Settlement Advisory Board will be 
carried out. If they are, then there will be 
a big change i~n ~ co1nparison wi.th past 
administration, though "e are gettmg used 
to it. You see a turn of the tide in connec­
tion with State enterprises and things of that 
kind-the undoing of things. 

The hon. member for Chillagoe just now 
dwelt lar~eiy on the question of the Chilla· 
~o·" smelt~rs, The fact that nothing is being 
done now really suggests that something that 
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1\"U3 done \Yas all wrong, and there has been 
" complete change in the matter. All these 
things are evidence that during the past 
twelve years regard to the people's patrimony 
has not been considered as it should have 
been. Experiments, extravagance and 
inability to grip and handle matters of 
tinance are evid<mced at every turn. We 
were told by Ministers opposite in the early 
clays, ''Finance is the test of governme·nt.'' 
I remember seeing how the pamphlet iu 
which they propounded that doctri,ne was 
broadcast throughout the land by the leaders 
of the party. It is true that finance is the 
test of government. It is correct to say that 
the right and just handling of money is the 
basis of all modern government and no 
Uovcn:•ment is going to last long' that does 
not act with that kind of inspiration. From 
the Yery jump, since Labour came into 
powc•r, the tinanccs of the country commenced 
to go to p1eces, and every year down to the 
present time has confirmed my statement that 
the position of the finances is the result of 
their maladministration. The late Auditor­
Geueral confirms my statement. I know that 
he "'eemingly wearied somewhat towards the 
,·n(; of his term. Ho allowed facts to speak 
for thems: lves, and did not expand his 
thoughts m any particular direction. l 
"'lJpose he imagiued that reiterating the 
1 ruth should be sufficient for anyone who had 
the mind to read. 

The Governor in his opf''ling Speech said 
that the deficit of £343,166 "as the result 
of the effects of the drought on railway 
n·cmpts. Inspectwn sho.,., s that there is no 
reason why there should be this deficiency. 
The revenue for last year was £548,069 
greater than the revenue for 1926. Taxation 
increased by £398,000; estimates were 
c:xcceded by .£287,340; and the interest 
n•ceivcd from local authorities was £167 753 
in exce~s of the amount received in 1826. 
The deficit was caused by the absence of the 
t•xcrciso of that control that secures efficiency 
.and economy, as promised by the Treasurer. 
It is marvellous how the country has stood 
~he ev~r-growing expenditure and the ev9r­
mcreasmg revenue. Whatever be the amount 
of revenue, it make' no difference. Always 
mme Is wanted. In 1914-15 the revenue 
received was £7,202,658. Why, the railway 
receipts alone exceed that amount to-day. 
The general reve,nue for last year totalled 
£16,490,953, or £548,069 in excesa of the 
.pr01·ious year's. This was spent, in addition 
to £343,166, so that tho total amount of the 
<:xpenditure was £J91,235 more than the 
previous year. To realise the incidence of 
our position as taxpayers, it is only 
necessary to say that the revenue per capita 
and the expenditure per capita is as 
follows:--

1914-15 
1926-27 

Revenue. I Expenditure. 

--1-5--1.2-. -l-o-~--1-~-1-~-~-
1s 6 1 1s 13 10 

--------------·---------

1 fm-cl that the gross expenditure of the 
Liberal Government for the twelve years 
ended ~914-15 totalled £62,609,916. The gross 
expenditure of the present Government for 
the twelve years ended 30th J uno last totals 
:1o less a sum than £146,368,210, or an 
mm·ease of £83,758,294. That is an astound­
ing assertion! What on earth could have 

become of that money? We know that the 
money has be-en expended, but to trace it 
would be an impossibility. It must be 
realised that, in order to obtain that huge 
mm of mcnev. a lcvv had to be made on our 
people, which has burdened them to a 
degree th9.t it has cut out enterprise to a 
y·ery large extent. The figures arc appalling 
when thcv are looked into. For the twelve 
ycaro ended 30th June, 1915, the previous 
Government levied in taxation £7,713.988, 
\Yhilst the prc,ent Government, in their 
t,vclY0 years, have raked in no less a sun1 
than £37.350,296. How the p-eople have stood 
up to it-and they will not stand up to it 
much longer, as many haYe not stea-d up to 
it alrcady-I ·do not kno'.',. 

:llr. COLLIKS: You have stood up to it all 
right. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\'ES: The hon. member 
appnrs to '""ve the bclid that the people are 
-Join? all right; but the fact is that the 
people are doing all wrong, and nun1bers 
to-day arc out o£ employment bcc:cuse capital 
has been attacked to the extent it has, and 
industric,; ''hi eh either would ha ye been con­
tinued or established, in ccns-cqucnco of high 
taxation do not exist to-day. No country will 
stand the high taxation. which has increasPd 
hom £1 Ss. 2d. per capita in 1914-15 to £5 
2s. 1d. per capita at the prosont time. 

At 4.51 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

lvlr. G. P. BARNES: We seem to be 
oblivious to the fact that our debt in the same 
time has almost doubled, for, while in 1915 
it stood at £56,869,000, it is now about 
£108,000.000. It would have been yery much 
more if the conditions which obtained in 
older times obtained to-day. In previous 
years local authorities obtained all their 
loans from the Governa:eEt. The Brisbane 
City Council has had loaned to it from 
private sources no less a sum than £9.000,000 . 
Had the local authorities access to the same 
source for getting loan money as obtained in 
the days prior to the advent of this Govern­
ment, what would the public debt be to-day? 
In order to realise the true public debt of 
Queensland, cne would have to make 
inquiries as to loans secured by local 
authorities in different directions. It would 
then be found that during the last twelve 
years the public debt of Queensland would 
have very much more than doubled. One of 
the astounding facts n;et with in this matter 
is that the sum of £4,625,000 h s been 
expended by this Government in enterprises 
of one kind and another, including 
Chillagoc, of course. Had the amount spent 
by this Government on State enterprises been 
invested at 5 per cent compound interest, it 
would haye paid off in fifty-one years the 
whole of the public debt existing in Queens­
land at the date of this Government's acces­
sion to office. \Vhen we come to consider all 
the aspects of the question, it will be found 
that at least three-quarters of the amount I 
have mentioned will be lost. .Hcalising these 
facts, one can appreciate what a wise 
arrangement has been enterrcl into by the 
Deputy Premier on behalf of this Govern­
ment with the Commonwealth Government 
for the management of all public debts accru­
ing in the future. I commend the Govern­
ment for agreeing to the statcsmanlike pro­
posal of the Bruce-Page Government on this 
qu·estion. 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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Turning to the railway position. I desire 
to refer to the report of the Commissioner 
for Railways for 1926. The report for this 
year is not yet available, but for my purpose 
the 1926 report is ample to show at a glance 
the history of this department. From 1906 to 
1915 the railways paid their way, there being 
a net profit of £48,651 in the year 1914-15. 

-- 1914-15. I 
•rota! receipts .. .. .. £3,832,003 

Net earnings .. .. .. £1,430,324 

Percentage earnings .. .. 4'33 rer cent. 

Earnings per train mile .. .. 6s. 4fd. 

Working expenses .. .. £2,401,679 

Miles open for traffic .. .. 4,838 

Capital cost .. .. .. £35,464,770 

Passengers carried .. .. 13,131,512 

Goods traffic .. .. .. 4,544,881 tons 

Taking into consideration the extra length of 
line opened, practically speaking there has 
been a decrease in what we have been able 
to carry. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

1\II:T. MAXWELL (Toou-ong) : I bog to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5 p.m. 

Since that time a lo~s has been registered in 
every year, the amount varying from £508,01)0 
in 1915-16 to approximately £2,000,000 in 
1927, thA aggregate losses amounting to 
£16,000,000. The loss is not due to a falling 
off in receipts. The following table will 
indicate how the railways have gone to the 
bad since 1915 :-

1925-26. Increase. Decrease. 
·-- ---~-"-

£7,437,090 £3,605,087 .. 
£977,298 .. £453,026 

1'086 per cent. . . nt. 2'524 per ce 

11s. 6!d. fig, 2d. .. 
£6,459,972 £4,058,293 

6,240 1,402 . . 
£54,111,970 £18,647,200 .. 
13,541,236 409,724 .. 

5,106,386 tons 561,505 tons .. 




