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1252 Stamp Acts Amendment Bill. (ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1926. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

CENTRAL SUGAR MILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of his report on 
the accounts of the Central Sugar Mills under 
Government control for the year ended .30th 
June, 1926. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 
Cos1·, GooDs STORED, AND REVENUE RECEIVED, 

HAMILTON COLD STORES. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyrr) asked the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry-

" 1. \Vhat was the estimated cost of 
the Hamilton Cold Stores? 

"2. What was the actual cost when 
complete? 

" 3. How many boxes of butter have 
been stored there since the opening of 
the store, ,and what revenue received? 

"4. Number of crates of cheese stored, 
and revenue received? 

"5. Number of cases of fruit stored, 
and revenue received? 

" 6. What quantity of other goods 
stored, and revenue derived from same? 

"7. In the case of dairy produce, 
names of companies that have stored 
goods?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich) 
replied-

" 1 and 2. I would refer the hon. mem­
ber to answers given by the Honourable 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
in reply to questions asked by Mr. G. P. 
Barnes on the 4th August, 1926. 

"3. 279,804 boxes butter; revenue, 
£14.052 19s. 3d. 

" 4. Eighteen crates of cheese were 
stored in connection with the recent 
annual show. No revenue was received, 
as the charges wer(l waived. 
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" 5. Five cases fruit; revenue, 5s. 8d. 
"6. Nil. 
"7. New Zealand Loan and Mercan­

tile . Agency,. Limited; Foley Bros., 
Lmntcd; Dauy Products Co-operative 
Company, Limited; Farmers' Co-opera­
tiYe Distribu~ing Company (Queensland), 
Ltmtt0d; Wtde Bay Co-operative Dairv 
Company, Limited; W. Johnson and 
Markwell; Scott, Garrard, and Com­
P';n.J:; H. M. Russell and Company, 
Ltmtted; Queensland Farm<ers' Co-opera-
hve Company, Limited; Barnes 
Limited." ' 

"CXE:.IJPLOYED AT ToowommA AWD REGRADING 
RAILWAY WORK ON MAIN RANGE. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) asked 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry-

" In connection with the proposed 
regrading work on the railway between 
H<elidon and Toowoomba- · 

1. In view of the large number of 
unemployed at Toowoomba, will he 
arrange that preference of employment 
be given to local men? 

2. Will he also. make arrang-ements 
wtth the Australtan Workers' Union 
that men who, owing to having been 
out of employment for a considerable 
time, are not financial members of the 
Australian Workers' Union be eligible 
for this employment subject to the 
necessary ticket being obtained within 
a reasonable time after employment 9 " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I.:\'DUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich) 
replted-

" 1. The member for Toowoomba (Mr 
E. J. Llewelyn) has made repeated 
requests on behalf of the workers of Too­
woomba that they should be given prefer­
ence of employment in their own district. 
This has already been arranged. 

"2. Pr~ference of employment is given 
to financral members of the Australian 
\Vo_rkers' Union on certain works, as 
their m em bcrs follow up these particular 
callings from year to year. It has been 
arranged that unfinancial members of the 
Australian Workers' Union shall be o-iven 
a chance of obtaining work so :s to 
enable them to take out the current year's 
ticket.'' 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Fifth annual report of the Commissioner 
of Main Roads. 

SUPPLY. 
RES1.:)1PTION OF COJ\JMITTEE-SIXTH AND 

SEVENTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Mr. F. A. Cooper, Bremer, one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-

" That £30,600 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Public Works-Chief Office.'" 

Mr. SvVAYNE (J1irani): When you left 
the chair this day . week, Mr. Cooper, I 

was discussing the policy of the department 
in invariably carrying out work by day 
labour instead of contract no matter what 
the circumstances might be. I pointed out 
the great waste of public money being caused 
by that policy, and in )Jroof of my statement 
showed that the work would have been 
done far more economically if tenders had 
been called. I also pointed out that the 
work of repairs could be done more 
economically under contract by local trades­
men than by the permanent staff of the 
department under day labour conditions 
sometimes brought 30 or 40 miles for the 
purpose. I instanced a case in which 
two schools 4 miles apart had been built, 
one with a superficial floor space of 
only 630 feet, by the Works Department 
at a cost of oYer £1,000, and tho other 
with over 1,200 superficial feet by a church 
at a cost of £760, or £240 less. The amount 
set down last vear for " State School Build­
ings, Additions, Improvements, Furniture, 
Repair·s, and Painting" was £60,00Q, while 
this year it is £51,900. We know that there 
are numbers of childi'cn in the country 
districts who arc going without education 
to-day bcccmsc the Government say there 
are not sufficient funds to build schools for 
them. I think wme protest should he made 
against the system of day labour under which 
so much money is being wasted. I am 
quite aware that there are cases in which 
day work may be applicable, but there 
arc man:· other instances. not only in con­
nection with work entailing only a few 
pounds expenditure but also involving large 
amounts of money, where the piecework 
s:, stem is better. 

Let me take another case in point. I find 
in the report of the proceedings of the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration, when inquiring in Melbourne in 
October, 1918, into the question of a 44-hour 
week in the engineering industry, one 
witness, the managing director of the 
"Sunshine 'Yorks~" said-

" The methods adopted in our factory 
are quite modern. vVe work on the 
piecework system. In my opinion, the 
system is beneficial in many ways. A 
man is compensated for his labour and 
the system acc2lcratcs production. A 
man mav use both his brains and his 
hands. The average weekly wage for a 
man working on an hourly rate is 
£4 16s. Sd., whereas the pieceworkers 
a vcragc £6 13s. 6d. W c have certain 
moulders in our establiehment in receipt 
of £7 a week. These arc on piecework. 
I think the rates for job moulders are 
£5 16s. a week." 

And I notice that in high places in the 
Labour movement to-day the piecework 
sYstem is resorted to. I have here a report 
o'f a meeting of the Typographical Union 
held within the last few da.ys. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order t 
Mr. · SW A YNE : I want to point out, 

while I am on the subject of day work in 
the Department of Public Works, what a 
different position might arise if they adopted 
the piecework system. Even the " Daily 
Standard" is doing its jobbing work by 
piecework. I suppose I would be out of 
order if I quoted the report of that meeting, 
but, if I did, I could show that the work of 
printing the " Producer " and the jobbing 
work of the " Daily Standard " itself are 
done on the piecework system. When money 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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is so scarce and the Treasurer 1s constantly 
urging the need for economy, is there any 
justification for the excessive waste of money 
which is going on year by year in the erec­
tion and repair of our public buildings? 

Speaking particularly on the vote for 
State schools, I have already stated that in 
many mstances the Governm'ent have said 
that they are not able to build State schools 
in different localities, although they say 
they are out to encourage the people who 
are on the land. In my district-and I 
suppose a similar condition of things obtains 
in other districts-there is a stretch of 20 
miles along a railway line which is closely 
settled, but without a school. I have made 
three applications for schools within that 
area, and I have been told that there is no 
money for the purpose. On! v three or four 
months of the present financial year have 
passed, yet I understand that the whole of 
the vote asked for to-day is already spent. 
The vote for State school buildings is £51,900, 
and, rf the system I am urging were adopted. 
I suppoBe the same amount of monev would 
do as much as £75,000 would effect under 
the present system. That would mean a 
great deal to the people in our country dis­
tricts, m'ore particularly to the ch~ldren 
:vhoee pare':ts go out and do the pioneer­
;ng work. m our outlying areas. There 
1s no gcttmg away from the fact that one of 
the fact~n·s which deter many good people 
from gomg on the land-people who would 
be successful in the hard work which is 
necesBary in pioneering new areas-is the 
consideration, " What about the children? 
If :we go on a farm everything else may be 
sahsfactorv, but there are no schools for 
our child~en." A greater injustice could 
not be meted out bv the Government to the 
children of the country than by depriving 
them of educational facilities. I sincerely 
hope that the Government will follow the 
example set by the " Daily Standard." and 
wJ!l allow some of the work to be carried out 
by contract when such a s:ystcm proves to be 
more profitable. If that were done, the 
Treasurer would obtain a better rPsult for 
the money exl_lended, not only by the Depart- · 
ment of Pubhc Works but a]Bo bv the Rail­
way DeRartment. Most of our p;',blic works 
are earned out by the expenditure of loan 
mane~ borrowed at a high rate of interest, 
and, 1f ever there was a time when in the 
interest of the community we should obtain 
the utmost return for the money expended 
that time is the present. ' 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : The Premier 
would be well advised if he gave attention 
to matters connected with the Department 
of Pubhc Works and the Railway Depart­
ment. I fpe] sure that the time has arrived 
when the department under consideration 
should l;e thoroughly overhauled with a view 
to a!tcnng the ~ystem under which work is 
earned out. ~1mo after time during the 
past s?ven or mg-ht years hon. members on 
th1s s1d': have bitterly complained of the 
Bxtraordmary cost of buildings constructed 
by the Department of Public Works. We 
know from experience that bv and large 
buildings have cost 50 per 'cent. more tha~ 
1f they had been erected under a system 
d1fferent from the present extravagant system 
of the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do you 
not think that the work is 50 per cent. 
better? 

!Mr. Swayne. 

Mr. MORGAN: No. If the work per­
formed by contractors is not carried out 
according to the specifications of the depart­
ment, then the inspectors of the department 
are to blame; and the quicker we secure 
inspedors v.ho are prepared to see that the 
work is properly performed the better it will 
be for the department and for the taxpayers. 
The Home Secretary admitted to me that 
the work carried out at the Barambah 
aboriginal settlement .,-ould have cost from 
50 per cent. to 75 per cent. more if it had 
been carried out by the Department of Public 
\Vorks. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Do vou 
suggest that we should erect public buildil1gs 
with the assistance of aboriginal labour~-

Mr. MORGAN: Every person emploved on 
the ork carried out at Barambah wa's paid 
the award rate. \Ve have the right to ex­
pect a full return for the loan money ex­
pended. Apparently the system at present 
in operation is one that cannot be changed 
by the Government. It continues in opera­
tion in spite of the fact that hon. members 
on both sides have repeatedly referred to 
the enormous cost of constructing small 
buildings in country distrirts by the depart­
ment. It makc·c one heartily sick and tired 
to go round a·nd observe the manner in which 
work is performed on various public works 
in Brisbane. Certain methods are adopted 
right under the eyes of the departmental 
officers, who are evidently unable to see that 
the men employed at a high rate of pay give 
a fair day's work in return. That is my 
complaint. I could not help observing the 
method in which the work was carried on 
in connection with our Technical College. 
It made one absolutely disgusted to see the 
antics which the men adopted deliberately 
to kill time and string out the duration of 
the work. 

A GovER};MENT ME11BER: Rubbish ! 

Mr. M ORGAN: That went on right under 
the eyes of the officers of the department; 
but they were not game to tackle the 
problem and insist on a fair day's work 
for a fair day's pay. If the inspectors and 
the officers attached tv the department are 
afraid to carry out their duties irrespective 
of the consequences, the quicker they are 
cleared out the better. The quicker those 
officers realise that they are in a responsible 
position to see that the men engaged on 
public works give a fair day's work for a 
fair day's pay the better it will be for the 
country. I believe in giving good wages 
tJ men who are prepared to earn them. I 
am one who believes that there should be 
no limitation on the amount of money a 
man should earn if he has the ability. I 
believe that the system in vogue in the 
sheep industry in regard to shearing sheep, 
where men can earn up to £2 and £3 a day, 
should be extended to other industries. 

Mr. BuLOOCK: Yet the increase to the men 
in that industry is opposed in court. 

Mr. MORG}I.N: The hon. member over­
looks the fact that the application in court 
embraces the payment of that increased wage 
to the slowest as well as the most highly 
skilled worker. Why should we not adopt 
the system in operation in the sheep industry 
ia our building industry and make provision 
to pay bricklavers so much per thousand 
bricks? It is ·an acknowledged fact that 
bricklayers in this Sta;te lay on an average 
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from 300 to 350 bricks a day under day­
labour conditions. We also know that many 
bricklayers are capable of laying as many 
as 1,000 bricks per day, and that it would 
not be an excessive day's work for them 
to do so. If those men were paid according 
to the work they performed, they would be 
only too pleased to lay 1,000 bricks a day, 
and do the work as well as it is being done 
to-day. Every man should be encouraged 
to earn according to his ability. The ulti­
mate result would be that our workmen 
would be encouraged to mount to the top of 
tho ladder of succ0ss. The work of every 
man on a job to-day is controlled by the 
ability of the slowest man. That encourages 
men to go slow, and every man who lays 
a few more bricks than his neighbour, or 
does a little more carpentering work than 
thA man alongside him, is quickly brought 
to heel and informed that he is doing too 
much work. He has consequently to slow 
down and perform the same quantity of 
work as the slowest man on the job. The 
result i' that, iU£tead of the work being 
performed in much less time at reduced cost. 
it is strung out simply for the purpose of 
grving longer employment to the men 
engaged on such constructional work. There 
seems to be no one in the department game 
to tackle this problem. If inspectors attempt 
to interfere to secure a fair day's work for a 
fair day's pay from the men, they become 
marked men, and methods are evolved to 
remove them from their job. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: That 
IS nonsense. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not nonsense. I 
have been told so by inspectors engaged in 
numerous departments. \V e know that these 
men have no redress, and that what I com­
plain of is occurring every day. If a 
ganger m charge of men endeavours to 
obtain a decent day's work for the pay they 
receive he immediately becomes a marked 
man until he is removed from the job. That 
man is penalised because he tried to protect 
the public and do justice to his department. 
The result is that men pursue the lint' of 
least resistance. Men will not do their jobs 
properly if they are not backed up by the 
department and the Government. They will 
not run the risk of losing their jobs and 
creating dissension if they are not supported 
in their endeavour to do .a fair thing to the 
country. 

Excessive cost of construction is the order 
of the day throughout the State so far as 
departmental work is concerned. Only the 
other day the hon. member for Wide Bay 
asked a question as to the cost of three 
schools erected in his electorate. Those 
schools measure 21 by 18 feet and the cost 
was from £630 to £649 ! Is that not exces­
sive? If one "were putting up a building of 
those dimensions he would almost want it 
studded with. diamonds if it were to cost 
£649. There must be jewels in every knot­
hole to justify that expenditure. I estimate 
that those schools cost at least £150 more 
than they should ""have cost, and that applies 
to similar buildings throughout the State. 
Thousands of pounds are placed on the 
Estimates for the building of schools and it 
means that, instead of having, s;,y fifty 
schools built for the amount voted, ~e are 
having only thirty-five schools built. We are 
losing about fifteen schools annually owing to 
th0 fact that the Department of Public Works 

is spending money in an extravagant manner, 
due to a lack of control. I do not say one 
word about the quality of the work per­
formed, but I complain about the method 
adopted in expending the grant. I hope the 
department will take the matter in hand. I 
even go so far as to assert that a Commission 
of Inquiry is n1•cessary to go into the activi­
ties of this department. Certain work has to 
be performed, and an estimate is drawn up. 
That estimate is prepared by an officer of the 
Department, instructed by another officer of 
the department. Such estimates are never 
checked by an outsider, and it is only natural 
that the officers in the different departments 
endeavour to play into each other's hands 
eo that they will not be hauled over the 
coals. An estimate may be drawn up for a 
building, stipulating a certain sum. Next 
v8ar additions to the original estimate are 
found to be necessary, and the following year 
the same thing occurs again; and so it goes 
on. I contend that when work is necessary, 
the department should be compelled to draw 
up plans and specifications for such work, 
and tender for its completion in competition 
with outside contractors. The lowest 
tenderer, provided things are satisfactory, 
should receive the work, irrespective of 
whether that tenderer is the Government or 
otherwise. 

Recently the Commonwealth Government 
called for tenders for the construction of a 
section of the Kyogle-South Brisbane rail­
way, and the Queensland Government were 
successful in securing the contract. We have 
noticed what a tremendous difference there 
has been in setting about that contract, and 
what a different system obtained with regard 
to the supply of sleepers. The Government 
know that they are limited to a certain 
expenditure, and are setting about the con­
tract in a more business-like manner than pre­
vails in connection with the construction of 
public works throughout Queensland. The 

time is ripe for a thorough over­
fll a.m.] haul of this department, as it is 

a crying shame to see the money 
that is wasted in connection with the work 
executed by the department. The sooner 
something is done to relieve the people over­
burdened with taxation of this extravagant 
expenditure, and to see that a fair amount of 
work is performed for the money expended, 
the better it will be for the State. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowonq): This is one 
of the big spending departments of the Go­
vernment. Altogether the department ex­
pends over half a million pounds per annum, 
and if we, as representatives of the people, 
can see any way in which money can be saved, 
we are perfectly justified in drawing a tten­
tion to it, provided it does not in any way 
interfere with the excellence of the work 
that is done. 

First of all. I want to thank the Secretary 
for Public Works and the Home Secretary 
for accepting a suggestion that I made to 
secure a property in Toowong for a police 
station. I wish in other directions that the 
Government would adopt the practice of 
securing permanent sites for Government 
buildings. 

Last session I referred to the necessity 
for building schools in mv electorate. I 
again draw attention to the necessity for 
erecting a school at Auchenflower and ono 
in West Toowong in· my electorate. I do 
not say that a school should be built in West 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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Toowong immediately, but as a business pro­
position the department should secure a 
site before land prices get too high. The 
Secretary for Public Instruction and I have 
had a talk about this, and the hon. gentle­
man secs eye to eve with me. If a site 
were sccur0d now, it could be held until it 
is necessary to erect a school building, 
because by that time prices will have become 
almost prohibitive, as they are becoming in 
the Audhenfl.ower district to-day. It is a 
good business proposition for the Govern­
ment to select sites for public buildings 
before prices become too high. 

When the hon. member for Murilla was 
speaking the hon. merrib<'r for Fitzro0· inter­
jPcted that work done by day labour is better 
done than work done under contract. I 
need not go past tho parliamentary buildings 
to prove that that is not iho case. It is 
not long ago sincn the outside of these build­
ings was painted. _-\t the time I drew the 
attention of hon. members to the colour of 
the paint on the doors and windows. and 
I told the Committee that it would not last. 

Mr. HYNES: Did you suggest red? 

Mr. MAXWELL: No. That is a dangerous 
colour, and it will not last-I am not dealing 
with the hon. gentleman's colour-I am deal­
ing with the colour of the paint on the 
windows and doors of this building. 

Let me draw attention to the work which 
has been done on the Treasury Building, 
which is as fine a building from an archi­
tectural point of view as we have in the 
State. Look at the manner in which the 
doors and windows of that building have 
been painted ! It is like a stable. The 
doors and windows of the building lend 
themselves to artistic treatment, but look 
at the colour ! I know that it is done like 
that for economical reasons. It is an 
ordinary colour-with a base of white lead 
carried right through with white lead. It 
is not satisfactory as a colour, in my opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do you 
say that the painting of the Treasury Build­
ing is not workmanlike? 

Mr. MAXWELL: No; nor did I infer it. 
I am talking about the outside. not. the 
inside-I mentioned the exterior of the 
doors and windows. We have some of the 
fillf•st buildings it is possible to get in the 
City of Brisbane-the State Insurance 
Building, the Executive Building, and other 
buildings which are a credit to the men who 
built them. It is not fair for hon. members 
opposite, who are prepared to take advantage 
of the contract system in regard to buildings 
for themselves, to traduce a body of respec­
table men who are taxpayers in the com­
munity. 

I am not blaming the department for the 
day-labour system-I blame the Government, 
because it is their policy, and the officers are 
carrying it out to the best of their ability. 
Instances have been given this morning by the 
hon. member for Mirani in connection with 
the cost of buildings. I drew attention, when 
speaking on this subject in 1922, as reported 
in " Hansard," page 1228, for that year, to 
certain buildings being erected in the Towns­
ville district under the contract system at a 
cost of £58 per square, while under the 
day-labour system of the department, and 
supervised by their own officers, they cost 
£102 per square. I sounded a note of warn­
ing on that occasion, and stressed the neces-

(Mr. Maxwell. 

sitv for something being done to prevent that 
ki;;d of thing taking place; but we find the 
position to-day is very much worse. The 
hon. member for Wide Bay asked the follow­
ing question on 3rd Augnst last-

" 1. What was the cost of the construc­
tion of the following schools :-Bell's 
Bridge, Kia Ora, Munna Creek? 

" 2. What are the dimensions of the 
schools mentioned?" 

The Secretary for Public Works replied­
" 1. Bell's Bridge, £649 6s. 3d.; Kia 

Ora, £642 5s. lld.; Munna Creek (to 
date), £609 15s. 1d. 

" 2. 21 feet by 18 feet in each case." 
That has panned out at £172 per square. 
\Vould the Minister or any other hon. 
member opposite pay £172 per square for 
buildings such as those? 

Mr. MoRGAN: Outrageous ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: It is criminal. I am not 
talking without my book. I find that to-day 
the ordinarv cottage costs £45 per square, 
and the bur!galow cottage, with it, ornamen­
tation and its trimmings, £60 per square. 
There arc heaps of workers' dwellings being 
erected to-day at £37 per square, yet the 
Government persist in throwing 01way the 
people's money by paying £172. per square ! 
It is criminal to waste money m tha~ way. 
I w.wt to draw the attention of the Mrmster 
to these facts, and suggest that in view of 
the statement which has been made by the 
Treasurer about State enterprises, he should 
bring them before the Cabinet so that such 
wa,tdul expenditure can be dealt with. 

I also want to draw attention to the system 
of estimatino- in the department. I say that 
whocyer is~ responsible for the estimating 
in the department is absolutcl:r wrong. _The 
original estimate of the cost of 1 he ~-:!amrl~on 
Cold Stores in 1919 was £215,508 (mcludmg 
railwav siding £21 508). The expenditure up 
to date ha' 'been' £319,510 17s. 6d. The 
Auditor-General, in his report, however, re­
n1arks-

" Extras have however, since been 
added which we~e not included in that 
amount." 

I want to know what those extras are that 
the estimate should have been exceeded by 
£104.000. There is something wrong in that 
connection. Again, I find that interest has 
not been charged by the Treasury on the 
loan indebtedness with respect to those stores, 
amountino· to a sum of no less than 
£319.510 l7s. 6d. Why should not interest 
be charged when it. has been built out of 
borrowed monev? I want to know from the 
Secretarv for Public \Vorks. too. how it is 
that the. estimate was so greatly exceeded. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuc WoRKS: I have 
not control of the building now. 

Mr. J\L'I.XWELL: I quite appreciate the 
Minister's position, but. he is in chuge of 
these Estimate,, and it rs on these Esttmates 
that we get our opportunity of :dis9ussi_ng 
these matters. I believe that he wrll mqmre 
into the statements I am making. It is for 
that reason I am making them. I protest 
most emphatically against the wasteful ex­
penditure which has taken place. 

On the other hand let me take the com­
pletion of the Treasury Block. On 3r<l 
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August I asked the Secretary for Public 
Works-

" 1. What has been the cost to date 
of the addition to the Treasury Block? 

2. What is the estimated cost? 
3. When does he anticipate it will be 

ready for occupation? " 

The Minister replied-
" 1 . .£117,113 13s. 9d. 
2. £230,000. 
3. The basement and first floors are 

occupied, and it is anticipated that the 
remaining floors will be ready for occu­
pation at the end of 1926." 

I oay that any ordinary schoolboy could have 
estimated the cost of that building. On a 
previous occasion I drew attention to the 
ridiculousness of the position which had 
arisen with regard to the Treasury Block, 
and compared the cost of the Executive 
Building and the State Insurance Building 
with the estimate which had been made for 
the completion of the Treasury Building. The 
estimated cost of the completion of the block 
was £230,000, and the total cost to 30th J uno 
last was .£119.229 3s. 8d. The Auditor· 
General says-

" This includes .£30,738 17s. 5d., ex­
pended in connection with the purchase 
of M.iller's Quarry at Helidon, and the 
workmg of same." 

It is quite right to debit that building with 
the cost of the stone used on it and the 
time taken to get it out; but it is not right 
to charge the whole of that purchase money 
to that one job. No man would conduct 
his business on lines like that. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Don't get worried. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Somebody has to get 
worried wlwn the Government are wasting 
money like thi;,. 

Mr. WEIR: You spent .£1,000 when you 
were on the City Council. 

Mr. MAXWELL: What I spent when I 
was on the City Council has nothing what­
ever to do with the question before the Com­
mittee. This is a very serious matter. I 
am showing where wrong estimating has 
been taking place. Something is wrong 
somewhere. I want to know how an estimate 
of £230,000 was given. I have my own idea. 
Of course we know that it is difficult to esti­
mate the cost of constructing a building 
under the day-labour system. Perhaps the 
estimate is made excessive in order that the 
Government may boast of having saved the 
public a considerable sum of money by carry­
ing the work out under the supervision of 
thC' department 

Mr. DASH: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman 
knows absolutely nothing about even the 
rudiments of this business. I know what 
I am talking about. I am sorry that the 
hon. gentleman is not serious. This is a 
serious matter, and I am dealing with it in 
a reasonable and honourable way. I am 
s0tting out my viewpoint, and, if the hon. 
gentleman can prove it to be incorrect, then 
let him do so. There was something wrong 
when the estimate for the Treasurv Build­
ing was considerably in excess of ·the cost 
of the other buildings I have mentioned. 
When I drew attention to the matter I was 
ridiculed, and informed that the conditions 

were entirely different. I knew that, and I 
allowed for it, and I allowed for the class 
of work that had been done. The day-labour 
system is the policy of the Government, but 
it is wrong to perpetuate such a policy; in 
fact, it is criminal to waste the money of 
the people in the way it is being wasted. 
It is being squandered simply because certain 
gentlemen believe in the day-labour system. 
I desire to inform the Secretary for Publio 
Works that the money expended on the 
Roma Street Police Station has been abso­
lutely wasted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: That is 
a very serious statement to make. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is quite true. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I will prove it. 
Mr. DASH: You cannot prove it. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The building ~hould 
have been removed. The additions should 
never have been carried out. I do say 
that before very long a new central rail­
way station must be constructed on the site 
of the municipal markets. The Government 
have wasted £25,000 in alterations to a 
building which before very long will have 
to be removed. That is not the fault of the 
officers, but of the Government in deciding 
to carry out t.he work. 1'he estimate of the 
cost of alterations to that building was 
£20,54 7 13s., and, according to the report of 
the Auditor-General, the work has cost 
£25,000 to date. When you come to put two 
and two together and ask yourself why there 
should be such a difference between the 
estimated cost and actual cost, you must 
conclude that something is wrong, and that 
it is time the Minister ascertained the cause 
of such errors. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: Give us the secret. 

Mr. MAXWELL: My secret is that they 
do not understand how to estimate the jobs. 

·If the hon. gentleman were quoted a price 
of £15,000 for thr erection of a building in 
North Queensland, and on its completion he 
was asked to pay £20,000, he would not say, 
"Give us the ,ecret." He would consider 
that the policy was wrong. It is a pity that 
hon. members opposite do not realise the 
futility of such a policy, as they have 
realised the utter hopelessness of conducting 
cErtain wild-cat schemes with which they 
have been connected. 

I de,ire now to refer to unemployed 
workers' insurancP. I desire to deal with 
that matter in the few moments I have at 
my disposal. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
I suggest that you leave it until the special 
vote is •reached. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I intend to deal with it 
now. According to the Auditor-General's 
report, during the year 1924-25 the amount 
expended in connection with the Unemploy­
ment Insurance Fund was £204,538 18s. 3d. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I sug­
gest to the hon. member that he discuss that 
subject under the special vote. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I 
would suggest to the hon. member for Too­
wong that he defer his remarks on that 
subject until the Committee reaches the 
Trust and Special Funds. 

Mr. MAXWELL: If you suggest that, 
Mr. Cooper, I will do so. 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: For 
the information of hon. members, I would 
state that the Estimates of the Works 
Department will be taken by the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry and myself. There­
fore, I suggest to hon. members that they 
confine their discussion to the special votes 
of either department. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I accept the suggestion 
of the Temporary Chairman and the 
Minister. I will now proceed to deal w1th the 
vote for the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
I suggest that you defer your remarks until 
we reach that vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL : I shall be pleased to do 
so. I would stress the necessity for an over­
hauling of the particula,r questions I have 
dealt with. The evidence I have submitte-d 
shows that the system of day labour has 
failed. I also contend that there is some­
thing wrong with the system of estimating 
in the department. The very glaring fact 
confronts ns that no interest is charged in 
connection with the Hamilton Cold Stores. I 
would like to know the intention of the 
Government in connection with that matter. 
I hope that, so far as Government buildings 
in my electoTate are concerned, the Govern­
ment, in the interests of economy and in the 
interests of the people, including the 
children, will exert every effort to secure 
sites for the buildings I have mentioned. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke) : Hon. members 
opposite have argued that the men on the 
jobs are responsible for the high building 
costs. That st11tement is not altogether 
accurate, because a boss is usually placed on 
the job to see that the work is car,ried out 
satisfactorily. If that official is not doing 
his duty, then the department should deal 
with him. 

Reference has also been made to day 
labour versus contract system; but I would 
point out that a contractor carries out most 
of his work under the system of day labour. 
After having secured a contract a contractor 
must then secure labour. If he is more 
successful in this respect than the Depart­
ment of Public Works, then there is some­
thing wrong, not at the root of the tree, but 
at the head. The heads are entirely respon­
sible for any mismanagement of the nature 
complained of. One hon. member opposite 
said that it was the fault of the Cabinet. It 
may he the function of the Cabinet or the 
head of the department to deal with those 
officers, if they discover that the statements 
of hon. members opposite are true, but I am 
not going to accept the statements of the 
hon. member for Toowong or any other hon. 
member without hearing the other side of 
the question. I know that in the electorate 
of the hon. member for Gregory, the Winton 
Hospital was constructed for something like 
£600 or £700 below the estimated cost, and 
the Department of Public Works handed 
that amount over to the hospital committee. 
What private contractor would do that? 
This is one of the weaknesses that I can see 
existing with the Department of Public 
Works in connection with the day-labour 
system. At Hughenden we have a branch 
of the department, and there is a man in 
charge there. It is the duty of that man to 
attend to the whole of the schools in the 
district. He may be called upon to effect 
some minor repairs at Richmond-say, 
repairs to a fence. He leaves Hughenden 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

and takes two or three men with him. He 
has to charge fares against the job, the night 
allowance for those men who are away from 
home, and travelling time. I suppose he is 
carrying out his instructions to do the job by 
day labour, but if I were the head of that 
branch I would engage a man living in 
Richmond to carry out the job, so saving the 
Government a good deal of unnecessary 
expense. 

OPPOSITION MEoiBERS: Hear, heM·! 

Mr. RIORDAN: Let me quote a case. 
At Dimbulah one of the outhouses was blown 
over. There were eight or ten men working 
on a new school at Einasleigh. That out­
house could have been re-erected on its 
blocks by any sort of labour-not nec_essarily 
skilled labour at £1 a day. At the time the 
head of the department was R. A. 'l.'ills, and 
he insisted-being no doubt a good supporter 
of the contract system, and wishing to strike 
a blow at the day-labour system-on bring­
ing the whole of that gang of men from 
Einasleigh to Dimbulah to put that outhou~e 
back on its blocks. There was only one tram 
a wee~{ 1 unning, and those men were seven 
clays away from Einasleigh before they co:'ld 
retnrn. VV~hat would be the cost of domg 
that job? That is the sort of thing that kills 
the dav-labour system; yet hon. members 
opposite come here and try to bolster up 
their case by attacking t)le men eng~ge~ on 
the job. I consider that JUSt as cons01en~wus 
men "ork fo-r the Government as for pnvate 
r-mplove1s. I consider that the Government, 
under" the day-labour system, have very 
successfully competed with outside con­
tractors in big jobs. !'he day:lab_ou,r ~ystem 
has effected a big savmg on b1g JObs m our 
Railway Department. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member is not in order in pursuing 
that line of argument. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I am just showing where 
day labour has saved Queensland a great 
deal of rnonev on big jobs. Any weakness 
of the system "is not the fault of th~ men '!n 
the job and I suo-gest to the Mmister m 
charge ~f the depa~tment that little _jobs in 
small country towns should be earned out 
by local labour. It is not necess~ry f'?r. t_he 
man in charge of the departments ac~JVIties 
in a district to secure a contract pnce for 
the work. He should have some idea of 
what it will cost, the length of time necs~­
sarv for its completion, and arrange for It 
to "be done by day labour. A good many 
jobs could he done that way. 

A good deal has been said in regard to 
the erection of new sc.hools. I have r:o 
complaint against the Department of Pubhc 
Works under that heading. The departm'ent 
has been most sympathetic in the matter ~£ 

erecting schools in country dJs­
[11.30 a.m.] ti·icts, and where it has been 

found necessary to carry out 
urgent work that has been done. For man_y 
years past the Hughenden school, which IS 
of the old type, has been n~glected, but pro­
vision has been made th1s year for the 
necessary repairs. Every_ ho':'. '?ember 
claims that the work reqmred m h1s elec­
torate is more urgent than the work required 
in the next electorate; but the best judges 
in these cases are the men in the department. 
The attack made this morning on brick­
layers and labourers has been uncalled for, 
and no one has proved that there has been 
a deliberate slowing down. If the Under 
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Secretary for Public Works is thinking of 
making inquiries into the cost of work, then 
those inquiries should not be made about 
the bricklayer and the labourer, because they 
have a boss over them, and they are as closely 
watched as anvbodv else. There is a ten­
dency in all departments for little cliques to 
work together to get in their friends, and 
good men have been squeezed out of the 
Department of Public Works by these little 
cliques. If a worker sees anything wrong 
and points it out to the man in charge of the 
job, it is not long before he receives his 
walking ticket. These things are worthy of 
investigation, and the Minister and Under 
Secretary should not take everything they 
hear from the boss as gospel without hearing 
the other si de of the question. The sugges­
tion of getting work done in country districts 
without shifting a big gang of men about 
to do little jobs is worthy of consideration, 
and it is a matter that should be dealt with 
by the Minister. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Xanango): The hon. 
member for Burkc has made out a perfect 
case why the contract system should be 
adopted rts against day labour. He has 
stated a definite case-and it is not the only 
instance of the kind-where ten men took 
something like a week to put an outhouse 
back on its blocks. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC VVORKS: 'rhat 
is not what he said. He did not say it took 
ten men. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. member stated 
that there was only one train a week, and 
they could not get back for over a week. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BLIC WORKS: He did 
not say that ten men were sent. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I know of a case where 
two men were sent to put a sheet of iron on 
a shed at a place some distance av;ay, and 
they could not get back for three days. That 
sort of thing is occurring in different parts 
of Queemland. I am not going to say for a 
moment that the men are at fault. It is the 
system that is absolutely wrong. 

I am not quit,, in the same position in 
regard to the erection of country schools 
as the hon. member for Burke, although 
we receive every courtesy from the Under 
Secretary for Public Instruction and also 
from the Under Secretarv for Public Works. 
These two gentlemen are" doing their best in 
the interests of country children, but they 
find that they are absolutely up against it 
on account of the system adopted by the 
Government. I notice the vote for buildings 
this year has been decreased by somethin_.g 
like £11,000. It must be known to tlie 
~ecretar:y for Public W arks, if he takes any 
mterest 111 the department-and I believe he 
does-that country schools have been hung 
up for years past on account of funds not 
being available to carry out necessary work. 
Only yesterday I took a deputation of two 
gentlemen to the Under Secretary for Public 
Works. Those gentlemen pointed out that 
they are 8 miles away from the Kumbia 
school at the present time, and that the school 
is overcrowded. There has been an agitation 
for years past for an addition to the Kumbia 
schooL I admit that the Under Secretary 
on this particular occasion saw the necessity 
for trying to get a building with sufficient 
accommodation to give the children in that 
locality the education they need, and he 
suggested that the people in their centre 

might give some help to put up the fence and 
cart the material to the ground, which the 
deputation agreed to do. One of them' said 
to me, " vV e can ill afford to do this, as we 
can scarcely find sufficient for the needs of 
our families and keep going on the farm, 
but we wish to have our children educated." 
Parents who are prepared to go out to the 
country districts should not be subjected to 
that sort of thing. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: That is often done. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Does the hon. member 
think it is a fair thing in the interests of 
the country people? I do not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That bhows a splendid spirit. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Of course it does. 
The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC WORKS : The 

department gives the people every encou· 
ragcment in case' of that kind, and trie:s to 
help those who help themselves. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : I know the Minister 
gives the people every encouragement; but 
is that a fair thing, seeing that those people 
are taxpayers, just the . same as people in 
large centres of population? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC INSTRUCTION : 
There is a good deal of that spirit shown 
all round the metropolitan area. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : The Minister will realise 
that people in the metropolitan area are not 
in the same position as people in the back 
blocks. Although the people I have men­
tioned are in difficultie,, thev realise the 
scriOc!SnesS of leaving their cni"Jdren without 
education. This school is at Alice Creek, 
8 miles from Kumbia, which is 18 miles from 
the Nanango Railwa,.- Station. I hope the 
Minister will seriously consider the adVls­
abilitv of earning out the work immediately. 
The Department of Public Instruction reco~­
nises that work like this should be done m 
the district. It is quite clear to anyone that 
parents "ho are interested in the education of 
their children will not stay in those places 
year after year if they cannot get educational 
facilities. Parents think more of the educa· 
tion of their children than of anything else. 
The Government should be strong enough to 
see that the thicklv settled areas pay a 
greater proportion than they are doing at 
the present time for the education of the 
children. It is the only possible means for 
developing the State as it should be de­
veloped. 

:'\ow let me say just a few words on the 
question of the day-labour system versus the 
contract system. It must be quite clear to 
the Minister that, if the Under Secretary for 
Public Works were in a position to call 
tenders for building a school in an area such 
as I have mentioned, that school would be 
built for possibly a little more than ha.lf 
what it costs at present. Some of the pare11ts 
of the children are carpenters, and quite 
capable of carrying out the work. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Bush carpenters. 
Mr. EDW ARDS: Many bush carpenters 

are better carpenters than the carpenters m 
the city, and, not only that-the,:y a~e 
workers. If the Government could alter their 
policy to this extent, it would be a big step 
in the interests of the education of these 
children. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Your party built schools in 
the shape of bark huts. 

Jl.lr. EduNrds.] 
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Mr. EDWARDS: That interjection shows 
the unfortunate characteristic of the hon. 
member. " The party opposite " is never 
out of his head. He can never see anything 
else. 

Mr. WEIR: Are you quite free of it? 

Mr. EDWARDS: Absolutely free of it. I 
am here in the interests of the State of 
Queensland, and not in party interests. If 
what I suggest were done, work could be 
carried out for little more than half what it 
costs to-day, and it would create a better 
feeling amongst the people, anrl assistance 
could be obtained from them to an even 
greater extent than to-day. I say that a 
child of twelve or fourteen years in the bush 
who has not had the necessary facilities for 
education is no credit to any Government. 

Mr. WEIR: None of them is in that posi­
tion. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : One of the gentlemen 
whom I took to the Secretary for Public 
Works recentlv made the statement that 
children of tw~lve to fourteen years of age 
had not the necesoary facilities for educa­
tiOn. 

Mr. vYEIR : The parents ought to be 
ashamed of themselves. " 

Mr. EDWARDS: Possibly so, but the hon. 
member knows what the bush is and the 
conditions which exist in the bush. (Govern­
ment mterjections.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
ll-lr. EDW ARDS: I am evidently waking 

these gentlemen up. They should take things 
a great deal more seriously than they do at 
present. 

Mr. \VEIR: You do not take education 
seriously. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I do, because I have 
known the want of it myself. I realise the 
necessity for providing the neces,ary facilities 
to enable all children to get an education. 
That is one of those things which are going 
to keep people m the country districts. 
.Just as the Government have broken down 
on a lot of their policy since 1920 so are 
they going to break down on thP d,{y-labour 
system; but at present it is unfortunately 
earned out to such an extent that many 
children are losing the education they should 
have for the sake of adhering to a hard-and­
fast rule. I hope the Minister will seriously 
consider this question, and under no con­
sideration neglect the children in the country 
distncts, but that he will see that thev get 
the necessary school buildings. It mr~st be 
clear that once the Secretary for Public 
Instruction decides that a school should be 
built the Department of Public Works should 
not hang up its construction for Years. It 
:n;ust be apparent. to the. hon. members oppo­
site that that IS entirely wrong in the 
mtercsts of the State and of the children 
and in every way a bad business from th~ 
Government's point of vie;v. I hope that 
from this out such thmgs will not occur and 
that the Gove_rnmeJ;t will see their way 'clear 
to stretch therr policy to the extent of allow­
I~g the contract syotem to operate in country 
drs_rrcts where scho?ls. a~e so urgently re­
qUired, and where rt IS mcumbent upon us 
to do our very best in the interests of the 
parents and of the children. 

Mr. HYNES ('l'oumsville) : When hon. 
members opposite address themselves to this 
votP they end ea YOur to belittle the Govern­
ment's policy of the day-labour system. 

[Mr. Edwards. 

Mr. MORGAN: We have cause to do so. 

Mr. HYNES: I think it is generally 
admitted by all parties that the day-labour 
system has been a. success. 

Mr. MORGAN: Nonsense. 

Mr. HYNES: If it has not been a success, 
it should be easy for hon. members opposite 
ta cite an individual instance where it has not 
been a success. The hon. member for Burke 
referred to a case where, owing to the 
stupidity of the officer of the department, a 
shff was sent out to re-erect an outhouse 
when the work could have been done more 
effectively by men on the spot. 

::\11'. MORGAN: That happens frequently. 

At 11.47 a.m., 
Mr. \VEIR (Jfaryboro1tgh), one of the panel 

oi Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. F. A. 
Cooper in the chair. 

:Mr. HYNES: There is an easy >\ay of 
dealing with such an officer. He should be 
· · sacked" without any hesitation. But that 
does not prove that the day-labour .system 
is wrong. ~'<n ex-Secretary for Railways, 
Mr. Paget-a man of considerable experience 
-adYocated the day-labour system, and 
quoted statistics in this Chamber to prove 
that it was the beHt system. Since the 
Labour party have been in power they have 
expended a large amount of money on the 
construction of schclols, not only in the 
metropolitan area and the large towns m 
the StatP, but in all parts of Que.ensland,. 
making it possible for parents desll'ous of 
educating their children to give them a 
decent education. The statement was made 
that there were children of fourteen years 
of age in Queensland who had never been 
to school. I think the disgrace is on the 
parents, and, irrespective of what might be 
said tD the contrary, I emphaticallv state 
that there are parents avaricious and callous 
enough to-day to keep their children at home 
milking cows when they should be sent to 
school. 

Mr. MORGAN: Most of those people vote 
Labour. 

Mr. HYNES: Still hon. members opposite 
are hypocritical enough to blame the Govern­
ment for that state of affairs. We ha.ve 
constructed more schools than any previous 
Administration. 

Mr. EDWARDS: So you should. 

Mr. HYNES: There is no reason why we 
should not. We believe that the first concern 
of any Government should be for the future 
citizens of the State-the children. It is the 
bounden dut} of every Government to . see 
that even· child has a decent educatiOn, 
whether it be born in a bark humpy in the 
"Never 1'\ever," or in a house in th<' city. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Vhy do you not carry that 
out? 

Mr. MORGAN: The Government have closed 
more schools than any other Government. 

Mr. HAilTLEY: No. 
Mr. HYNES: We have also improved the 

type of building. It is generally conceded 
now by medical authorities that a large 
amount of eye trouble and other diseases 
suffered by children in the past were con­
tracted in their school days, as the res.ult 
of defective architecture in the constructiOn 
of schools. I think it is generally conceded 
that the type of building which has been 
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erected by the Labour Government is much 
superior to the old type of building. Hon. 
members will remember the type of building 
in existence when they went to school. There 
was no attempt at proper ventilation, and 
no attempt at providing for the proper light­
ing of the school, with the result that many 
d the pupils were afflicted with defective 
eyesight. The Minister informs me that the 
type of desks was responsible for a large 
amount of physical deformity. 'Ve have 
dealt with this state of affairs, and now we 
have a better type of school and better 
furniture. If hon. members opposite are 
truthful, they will admit that this statement 
is correct. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : It is not correct. 

Mr. HYNES: I observe that the vote for 
" State school buildings, additions, improve­
ments, furniture, repairs, and painting." 
has been reduced from £60,000 last year to 
£51,900 this year. That is not wise. It 
would be well for us to continue the policy 
which has prevailed since the Labour Go­
vernment came into office in 1916, and keep 
the school buildings in a proper state of 
repair, and to proceed with the construction 
of schools where necessary in remote parts 
of the State. 

I commend to the Minister the necPssity 
for the installation of a proper system of 
sanitation at the State schools. Hon. mem­
bers cannot accuse me of working the parish 
pump in the matter I am about to refer 
to, becftuse since I have entered Parliament 
I have agitated for, and endeavoured to 
secure, the installation of a septic tank at 
the West End School, Townsville. Such a 
system is essential for the health and well­
being of the children attending our large 
schools; and it is more necessary in the 
tropics than in the semi-tropics or cooler 
climate of the south. I would suggest that 
the Government should proceed with the 
policy of installing septic tanks in every 
large school. I realise that there is a 
Bcarcity of money, and that, if such a 
scheme were carried out immediately, a 
large appropriation would be necessary, but 
I suggest that the department should adopt 
a policy of installing the system in Class I. 
schools. Where those s~hools are adjacent 
to a sewerage srtem they could be con­
nected; and where no sewerage system exists 
septic tanks could be installed. The State 
school at West End. Townsville. is the only 
Class I. school outside of Brisbane. The 
six Class I. schools in the metropolitan area 
will in the near future be connected up with 
the sewerage system. The work at the West 
End School, Townsville, should be proceeded 
with as soon as possible in the interests of 
the health and wellbeing of the 1,000 
children attending there. 

Mr. FARRELL: That is too many children 
for one school. It should. be divided into 
two schools. 

Mr. HYNES: The probabilities of a 
serious outbreak of an epidemic would be 
considerably minimised there by the installa­
tion of a septic tank. 

The hon. member for Toowong has a bee 
in his bonnet about the day-labour system, 
for on every occasion when the opportunity 
offers he attacks the Government upon it. 

Mr. KERR: He has a good knowledge of 
it. 

Mr. HYNES: I have had the privilege of 
discussing the question of day labour with 
experienced men who have held responsible 
positions in the department as well as 
with experienced men outside the depart­
ment, and they all agree that, with proper 
and efficient management and administra­
tion, the day-labour system is absolutely 
the best. They also agree that it does 
away with slumming work. \Ve had an 
illustration of that in the Brisbane City 
Council, of which the hon. member for 
Toowong was a member. The disclosure 
was there made that slumming was indulged 
in by contractors. There is no danger of 
that occurring under a properly a.d­
ministered system of day labour. I am 
satisfied that the large amount of time taken 
up in attacking the system of day labour 
i;, so taken up by small-minded men for the 
purpose of securing political kudos. 

Mr. KERR: Nonsense! 

Mr. HYKES: I sincerely hope that the 
Administration will go ahead. in connection 
with their policy of <e'Onstructing public 
buildings, especially schools in the remote 
parts of the State, so that the children in 
those outlying districts may have the same 
opportunities as are available to those living 
in the more centrally situated portions of 
the State. 

Mr. CLAYTON (TVide Bay): The debate 
on this vote has centred around the questions 
of school buildings and day labour versus 
contract. I regret to note that there has 
been a reduction in t.he amount granted for 
State school building. The amount last year 
wa'· £60.000, and this year it has dropped 
to £51,900. With that reduction hon. mem­
bers will hrtve great -difficulty in securing 
their requirements so far as country school 
buildings are concerned. 

Other hon. members have referred to the 
enormous cost of school buildings. I regret 
that the Government do not adopt a different 
system so that they might bring about sub­
stantial reductions in t.hc, cost of such build­
ings. The school buildings specifically men­
tioned as having been erected in my electo­
rate were-

Bell's Bridge ... 
Kia Ora 
Munna Creek (to date) 

£ .s. d. 
649 6 3 
642 5 11 
609 15 

I understand that the cost of the building 
at Munna Creek will be nearer £700 than 
£600 when completed. The ·dimensions of 
those schools is only 21 feet by 18 feet in 
each case: therefore the cost appears exces­
sive. I admit they are of the sectional type, 
which provides for an extension, if necessary. 
That is a move in the right direction. The 
type of school is excellent, and the only 
thing I find fault with is the excessive cost. 
The schools are well lighted, have an eastern 
aspect, and are situated on high blocks. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How far did thev have to 
carry the timber? · 

Mr. CLAYTON: In connection with the 
Bell's Bridge School, probably 10 miles; at 
Kia Ora the softwood ma,· have been carried 
14 miles-the hardwood only a very short dis­
tance. Seeing that we are threatened with 
a shortage of softwood timbers, I suggest 
that the Government should set an example 
by constructing the walls of these buildings 
of hardwood instead of pine. I believe the 

Mr. Clayton. J 
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cost would be less, and, instead of having 
to cut into our immature softwoods, we could 
well utilise more of our hardwoods in the 
construction of these buildings. Hardwood 
timbers will dress up very nicely, and a 
partition of hardwood can be made to look 
just as well as a pine partition. 

Mr. PETERSON: Hardwood requires a little 
more seasoning, that is all. 

Mr. CLAYTON : Yes, but the cost would 
be so much less that the department could 
afford to give the interim walls a coat of 
paint if they did not like the appearance of 

the hardwood. The department 
[12 noon] should do something in that 

direction, and thereby set an 
example to private enterprise. I understand 
at the rate we are going we have only 
sufficient softwood timber in Queensland to 
last another fifteen years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do 
you suggest that we should put hardwood 
inside the studs? 

Mr. PETERSON: Hardwood boa·rds both 
inside and outside. 

Mr. CLAYTON : Has the Secretary for 
Public Works never seen a partition of 
hardwood? Hardwood could be used with 
advantage in a great many cases where pine 
is used to-day. 

If tenders were called for the erection of 
schools such as those constructed in my elec­
torate, the cost would be considerably less. 
If it is against the policy of the department 
to have school buildings constructed under 
the contract system, they might experiment 
and see what the cost would be under such a 
system. The Government call tenders for 
workers' dwellings and workers' homes, and 
why not do the same with school buildings, 
and give the system a fair test? Then, if it 
was found that the cost under the day-labour 
system was less, the Government would have 
something to go on, and it would do away 
with the criticisms we hea·r year after year 
in this Chamber. 

I trust that the financial position will be 
such that funds will be available for the 
school buildings required. It would be an 
excellent thing if this vote were placed under 
the control of the Department of Public 
Instruction instead of under the Department 

.of Public Works. Unfortunately, at the 
present time, when permission for the erec­
tion of a school is granted by the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction, delay is caused 
in the Works Department, which has to find 
the money. 

School buildings are necessary to afford 
facilities for the e·ducation of children in 
countr~· districts, but I know of many 
instances where the parents have provided 
accommodation under what is known as the 
provisional school system, and educational 
facilities have been given by the Department 
of Public Instruction. In some instances 
the parents providing the accommodation 
have •received a rent, and the building pro­
vided has been used until funds were avail­
able for the erection of a State school. I 
cannot understand any children in Queens­
land of ten or twelve years of age going 
without education when we have such admir­
able facilities provided through the corre­
spondence school; but we contend that the 
Government should give greater considera­
tion to the education of children in country 

[Mr. Clauton. 

districts when the people the·re are prepared 
to assist the department in the erection of 
the necessary buildings. 

I would like to touch on a matter which 
comes under this vote-that is, the issuing 
of Orders in Council in connection with 
electric light. I ha Ye recently h>1d occasion 
to go to the department with regard to the 
issuing of Orders in Council to enable the 
towns of Goomcri and Pialba to be lighted 
b,,. electricity. I find that it is the policy 
oi the Government not to issue Orders in 
Council to private companies or individuals. 
It has been done in some cases, but I under­
stand the Act provides that the Government 
" may" issue the Orders in Council. It 
appears to be the policy of the Government 
to refuse to issue Orders in Council other 
than to local authorities. I approached the 
Under Secretary with a petition from the 
town of Goomeri asking that an Order in 
Council be granted to the Kilkivan Shire 
Council for the lighting of the town by 
electricity, and suggested that a private 
ftrm named Anderson Brothers should be 
allowed to supply electricity in bulk, but 
the local authority refused to apply for the 
Order in Council, and the town of Goomeri 
has not yet got the electric light. As a con­
sequence people are having to put in their 
own plants. The Government might surely 
have allowed this firm to lay mains and 
supply the electricity in bulk; but simply 
because it conflicted with the policy of the 
Government the proposal has been turned 
down. 

I also went into the matter of the issuing 
of an Order in Council for the lighting of 
Pialba. A firm of the same name, Andersen 
Brothers, were quite prepared to take on 
thE' work, and we approached the local 
authority there, who were quite prepared to 
apply for an Order in Council. As a matter 
of fact, they have issued instructions to their 
solicitors to apply for an Order, on the 
understanding that Ande·rsen Brothers should 
have power to control the work; but, from 
information I have received from the depart­
ment, the local authority will have to control 
the whole business, and will not be allowed 
to delegate power to Andersen Brothers to 
charge for electric light. It will be very 
interesting to know whether the Government 
are prepared to allow the local authority to 
go on with the application for the Order in 
Council. The Government are holding up 
this firm, which is prepared to spend money 
in the lighting of Pialba. Before an Order 
in Council is granted a poll of the electors 
ha• to be taken. We find now that the 
Treasurer is not prepared to lend any money 
to local authorities, so that, in any case, we 
would be compelled to borrow from private 
sources. Under these conditions, how much 
better would it be for the Government to 
allow this local authority to use its own 
judgment, and permit Andersen Brothers 
tu go ahead with the lighting of Pialba and 
supplying of power to people there and 
round about? If the Government are going 
to stick to the policy they have laid down, 
I am inclined to think it will be a long time 
before we get proper lighting in the small 
towns of Queensland. That would be unfor­
tunate, and I hope the Government will go 
into the matter and do something in the 
direction of allowing private firms to 
negotiate with local authorities in such cases 
and spend money on undertakings which are 
for the convenience of the people. 
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Mr. PETERSON (_Vormanby): I have 
been very interested in the discussion this 
morning. particularly that part of it deal­
ing with the controversy as to the merits of 
the day-labour and contract systems. I am 
one of those who say candidly that there is 
no reason in the world why day labour should 
not pay; but the fact which presents itself 
to us throughout the departments is that it 
is not the system of day labour which has 
failed but its administration. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Faulty supervision. 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, from both sides; 
and, as custodians and trustees of the 
people's money, we are concerned in seeing 
that service is given in return for expen­
diture. While consistently maintaining the 
rights of the workers through our Arbitra­
tion Court, and offering a higher standard 
of living if necessary, we must also consider 
the public. 

I listened with a good deal of interest 
to the hon. member for Townsville. That 
g.entleman has for years been a reprosenta­
tive and secretary of an organisation which 
is the biggest " pay by results " union in 
Australia. The mining branch and the 
shearers' branch of that union are both paid 
by results, and no complaints have been 
made. A few years ago there was a keen 
~gitation at Mount Morgan against continu­
mg the contract system, but a plebiscite of 
the. w9rkers turne? down by a tremendous 
maJOrity a suggestiOn that day labour should 
be adopted. Prominent members of the 
Australian Workers' Union and the coal 
workers, too, are determined that they shall 
~e paid by results on piecework, but that. 
Ill the case of anybody. else, the policy of 
day labour shall be mamtained. It is just 
as well here to . rel?eat what Mr. Philip 
Sn'?wden has said m a very interesting 
article he wrote after a visit to America. 
I have here an extract quoted by Dr. Jensen 
who. seems. to be his disciple, which wa~ 
published Jn the " Daily Mail " on 13th 
September last:-

" The enormous adventage which the 
American wage-earners have gained in 
recent years is attributable to the system 
of payment by results. 

" There are other features of the 
A:nerican system which might be copied 
With advantage by British employers." 

If. the day-labour system is to be given a 
fan· and square "go," then the Government 
should see that all waste is eliminated. 
iVhen the iVestwood Sanatorium was being 
constr~cted in ~y electorate the very first 
matenal to arnve on the job was the 
joinery. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Who­
ever sent it out should have 'been sacked. 

Mr. PETER SON: Exactly; but you do 
not sack them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: If the 
hon. gentlE'man points out any individual 
who does that sort of thing, he will be 
secked. 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. gentleman 
was like mvself at that time-a humble 
lone-hand follower of the Government. He 
was not responsible. That might happen 
u~der any Government. I am not blaming 
hJS department for that, but I am pointing 

out that, if you wish this system to succeed, 
you must eliminate w·aste, and, if you do' 
not eliminate it at the top, how can you 
expect it to be eliminated amongst the rank 
and file? Just imagine joinery being the 
first material on the job when it is wanted 
last ! The next timber to arrive on the 
job was roof timber; and the workmen had 
to wait weeks and weeks for the foundation 
timber. The cost of all that had to be 
added lo the job, with the result that the 
estimate was exceeded. It is not fair to 
blame the . day.Jabour eystem for that. I 
am not gmng to blame the system because 
of inefficiency. The reason why it has 
failed is because it lacks incentive. If you 
destroy incentive. you immediately destroy 
all initiative; and, if you destroy initiative 
and incentive, you must have monuments 
of costliness. \Vhen it is considered ad­
visable to permit of the contract system 
in the construction of workers' dwellings 
and workers' homes, where the employees 
engaged are protected by awards, why not 
adopt the same system in other activities? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Y cu have not shown that 
the contract system gives better results. 

Mr. PETERSON: I shall deal with that 
aspect in a moment. A building could be 
erected much cheaper under the contract 
system than under the present system of 
day labour and without impairing the posi­
tion of the workers. I am not condemning 
the day-labour system. I am condemning 
the wa;, the system is being carried out 
at present. I am sure the position could 
be remedied if all concerned were to give 
a fair return for their award. I am a 
believer in the day·labour system. I am 
building under that system to-day. I be­
lieve in it, and will always stand up for 
it; but, so long as you have a lack of 
initiative and efficiency you must fail. Dr. 
J ensen quoted further from the remarks by 
Mr. Philip Snowden :-

" Far n1ore consideration is given in 
America to the elimination of waste in 
an industrial management. There is 
more consultation between the employers 
and the men with the object of exchang­
ing ideas as to where economies in 
management and production can be 
effected." 

If the ordinarv worker in a Government 
department wer"e to go to the Under Secre­
tary and point out how things could be 
improved, he would get a very rough time­
He would be told to mind his own business­
In America, if an employee says to his 
employer, "I can show vou where the firm 
will be able to save £5 a week b-v adopting 
certain action," that man >Yilf probably 
secure an increase in his wages. He has 
shown himself to be a man with some 
initiative. There is no incentive for the 
workers in the Government departments to 
make such suggestions. The boss in charge 
of the job believes that the other fellow is 
after his job, and so he silences him. The 
sooner you deal effectively with this system 
the better it will be for the principle of 
day labour. Dr. Jensen further quotes:-

" There is a closer association between 
firms engaged in the same business for 
the purnose of pooling the common ex­
perience.'' 

Mr. HARTLEY: Does not that sound like 
the socialisation of industry? 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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Mr. PETERSON: No. I am giving the 
views of Mr. Philip Snowdon. Dr. Jensen 
further quotes :-

"The British trade umons have 
looked with suspicion on talk from the 
employers about reducing the cost of 
production, because far too often the 
employers look only to a reduction in 
wages as a means to attain that object. 
A century of painful experience has 
developed a trade union p<llicy which 
the examplP of America is proving to 
be based upon fallacy and error. But 
the employers themselves are responsible 
for this, ):>eco~use they, too, have acted 
on the mrstaken notiOn that low wages 
meant low costs of producti<Jn. The 
very opposite is now proved to be the 
truth. 

Mr. Snowdon condemns with equal 
vigour the gospel of low wages amongst 
the British employers, and that of limit­
ing production and going slow among 
the men. He strongly advocates pay­
ment by results." 

Mr. Snowden strongly advocates payment 
by results. Mr. Snowdon is ono of the leaders 
of the British Labour movement, and, after 
travelling through America studying the 
various phases of industrial life, he makes 
the statement that, in order to make the 
system successful so far as the wage-earning 
capacity of the workers and efficiency are con­
cerned, a system of payment by results should 
be instituted. 

To come back to the question before the 
Committee, I do not envy the Minister his 
job of attempting to make the money go 
round. If the hon. gentleman would care 
to take the advice of members of this party 
and adopt principles which will enable the 
money at his disposal to go further than it 
does at the present time, he will do some­
thing which will earn the gratitude not 
only of members of his own party but of the 
people of Queensland. 

Day labour can be made a success, and I 
only hope that the future will prove it a 
suce<·~s; but under the present conditions it 
is absolutely futile to expect the system to 
be a success. Little schools which have been 
erected at Kunwarara and Upper Carmilla 
in my electorate have cost over £800, and 
any contractor would be prepared to go to 
those centres to erect those buildings for 
£600 and do well out of the job, paying the 
union rate of wages as prescribed by the 
Arbitration Court, and in addition the 
allowance for living away from hom:e. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You could not obtain anv 
contractor in Rockhampton to erect those 
schools at that price. 

Mr. PETERSON: I know that Mr. Ball 
and other contractors in Rockhampton, who 
erected a considerable number of schools 
prior to the introduction of the day-labour 
system, erected them considerably c.heaper 
at that period. I am not talking of the 
present day, when everything is clearer; 
but at that time they erected that class of 
building for about £150 less than the Go­
vernment are building it for to-day. Mr. Ball 
did not get the money, for the workers were 
paid the award rate", and the people of 
Queensland benefited. It is our duty to con­
serve the funds of the people. If we now are 
only erecting fifteen schools inst0ad of 
twenty, whom are we hurting? We should 

[Mr. Peterson. 

be just as anxious to conserve the money of 
the State as we are to conserve it in our own 
homes. Those of us who a.re married and 
have our own h<Jmes to look after see that 
our m:oney goes as far as possible; and some 
husbands develop a bit of a "grouch" if 
their wives go a little over the line. In 
regard to the bigger things of State we 
should conserve our funds and see that the 
people, through the Government, get a fair 
deal. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: That is a very good 
illustration. 

Mr. PETERSO"": The Minister would save 
money by adopting this policy. 

There are a large number of schools and 
other buildings in country districts which 
occasionally require repairs, which would 
perhaps cost just a few pounds. What 
happens? A rep<Jrt is sent in, an inspector 
is despatched to inspect the building-a 
journey which will probably take three or 
four days each way. That inspector's time 
is charged against the job. A great deal of 
money could be saved if instructions were 
issued to the officers concerned in such cases 
to have such small repairs executed by local 
men. 

Mr. MORGAN: 1'\'e have adyocated that for 
years. 

Mr. PETERSON: The Government could 
obtain estimates for the work through the 
local police magistrate, the schoolmaster, or 
a local public servant. In the old days, at 
any rate in connection with the schools with 
which I was concerned, the headmaster was 
entitled to spend up to a certain amount 
in repairs. 

Mr. MORGAN: They will not trust him now. 

Mr. PETERSON: At the school at which 
I had the pleasure of attending, the head­
master, Mr. Slade, had authority to call in 
local men to carry out small repairs, and 
those repairs consequently cost considerably 
less than they would to-day. It is far better 
to economise and secure the same results 
than to introduce additional taxation mea­
sures. 'I'ake the question of school fences. 
There are quite a number of schools in my 
electorate that have no fences. Children 
have to ride 5 and 6 miles to school. and 
there are no fences within which to put their 
horses. The excuse offered is that no funds 
aro available. If the school committees were 
permitted to do the work, it would cost one­
third of the amount it costs the department. 
Why not let those committees do the work? 
It would not be hurting the workers, but 
would save the cash of the workers if the 
principle were adopted. Does it not look 
stupid when you go to the department and 
they tell you that a rough bush fence has 
to be constructed by day labour? Talk 
about straining at the gnat and swallowing 
the camel ! It is ridiculous. 

Regarding the use of hardwoods, the hon. 
member for Fitzroy can bear me out in this 
matter. We have ample hardwoods in 
Queensland, which, if properly milled and 
seasoned, would be quite as satisfactory to 
use as our softwoods. I know officials of the 
Department of Public Works would pooh­
pooh the idea, but I happen to be a. practical 
man ; I am in the building trade myself, 
and I will not give second place to anyone 
in this matter. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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~Ir. PET EH SO~: I kno1Y dw GoYcr:1ln~ nt 
\Yould ~aYe thou"'nnd~ and thousand~ of 
pc·unds if thev u~crl hard-woods i11sh ~ul of 
pi m, e. ne! an"· offi' "r of the depart.ncnt who 
clairns to th~:- contrary ought t.o be ::::acked 
for not knoYring his job. 

0PP0:3ITIOX :\IE}IBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\Ir. PETERSOX: If the people arc to 
haxe the benefit of pfficicnt adruini~tration 
and to rf'f'P.iYP val"'..lc to the C':·dt_,llt of 20:;. to 
tht £. thi~ i~ one of ihc thin!:!·s on which 
~ hL GoYcrnn1cnt ~houlcl f.tal't. ,_I l1ope that 
durin£r thC' '"'urrcnt financial year tho '::-.Ystern 
of da:.\ -lnbot!l' IYill be giYcn · .tn opportunity 
of 1n·oYing in the truf-\;t sense it::; Yaluf' 
The adoption of the suggestions 1nacle by 
th(' rue1ubcl':3 of tho Uppo•jtlm1 "·oulcl 
assi~t towards th2,t end. If tha[ succc~s is 
a(bioYcc1, \Yhl'n the .)..1inistcr corne~ bcforo 
this f'han1bc'r whL1 l1 next prP~C'nting his Esti­
!llbtC'::\,I. for. one \Yill cordiall:: ~a,', ··Ilea.;·, 
hr·ar 1 to l11s rcn1ark:;;. 

:\lr. KELSO (T1<ndri'.): T~llclcr this vote 
the report of the :\lccropolitan \Vatt>l SuppJ:: 
<Hlcl S('.WC'l'Hf!,"E' }3C'ar<l jS 1.lNtlt. with, nnd, in 
Yit~w 0f that, a little di~cus~ion on the 
activitie,c of the board \Vill not. do anY harm. 
T1Yoh·0 '-Tear:-: af!O the ~cwt)r.age ~-2hc.i11e ,,·as 
coqnncnced, u.nd it. \Yas then ~ald that the 
whole scheme \vould lw completed in fl I'C 

y< ars and would cost £1.800,000. 

TJ," SECRLTARY FOR Pl.-BLfC \YORKS: 'Where 
i~ thcrc an:-thing i11 thi YOb? in .;onncction 
with the :J.1eb·vpolitan \Ya tcr Supplv and 
Sewerage Board? V 

:Hr. KELSO: L~ndPr tlw vote for ''Head· 
Oflice.'' The report of the board is sent to 
the Secret , ry for Public \Yorks, and thn.t 
g-cntlen1an has aho vetoed certain thing-l:i, 
tLcreforc I takE' it the adnJinistration of the 
board is p~rt of the duties of the hon. gentle­
nlan, an Cl that I. an1 in order in discussing 
the· matt0r, notwithstanding the interjection 
o[ the :.\Iini~h'r. The ·war i:ntcrvf'ned. and 
fixo vea.rs ag-o 0stin1atcs '"Tcr0 giYPn before a 
Hoq.] Comrniosion. <\t that time £1 426 000 
had been spent. The prc'sir!ont of th0' bo,;rd. 
,,:hpn asked fiyp, year.-: ago for infonr(l tion 
on the mbjccr. estimated that it "·ould take 
£100,000 to complete the main se\Ycrs < nd 
£300,000 to complete tlw rC>ticulation sewers. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: Vlho made those estimates? 

::\1r. KELSO : The president made those 
£'':3tirnat,ef'. ~Che \Yater and s~~weragc problc111 
at t~at tin1e had assumed rather large pro­
portJons. and the IH:.'Oplc of Bri~lldlle \VE'rC' 
concerned with thP increasing r'1st and with 

the fact that comparatively 
[12.30 p.m.] slow progr<''S 1vas b0ing mad0 in 

conn0ction with th" work. They 
were farrd in the future with an unknown 
expenditure: they wanted to fine! out \Yhere 
this tl:_in~ , ... -as going to end, and what it 
was going to cost. A Ro--;,-a] Co:rnmission sat 
on thP rnat:cr. and thr <·hairnHln of the 
l~oYal Cornrni:;..;Jon said that in his opinion 
£500.000 shoulrl eo:nnlete the '·''ork in a 
couple of years. On referring to the 
Auditor General's renort recent he tabled. we 
find that the expenditure and the capitaliecd 
interest on the sewerage works to 3ht 
Dceember. 1925. amounted to £3 535,533 
and including the other sphere 'of th~ 
board's operations~water supply~tho total 
indebtedness wa.s £6,723,536. The whole of 
the sewerag-e scheme, according to the chair· 
man of that Ro,val Commission, .,·as to ha\8 
been finished at a cost of £2.000,000. On 

1926~4 I 

18th July, 1924, the president of the board 
stated that the completed sewerage seheme 
would cost about £6,000,000. In 1925 tho 
asscssm0nt' numbei·ed 61,538, and £430.311 
\vas lovi< d as r~~tes. That n1akcs an average 
of nearly £7 per a ,.sc-;snH~nt, or an increase 
of 127 per CPllt. on the <tsse~sn1cnts for tho 
year 191~. Xo \Yonder the public aro g·etting 
nnxiou~ about this pablic utilihT, 1vhen fl·o1n 
1917 to 1925 tho inc1·case in the a·sessments 
~ a:-; 127 pet· < ,1 nt ! Of <'OUl'S(', it :is patPnt to 
CYt:l'ybocl~, that during the con1ing year tho 

~nh:!lt.;; '''ill be ycr~- rnurh higher. \Ye 
kno· p rfpct.\y " ,i) thot the board base their 
t~".tinl'ihs the crrnital Yaluc of the lanc1 ,,;_S 
a•,.,css0d the , GrrLttcr :Brisbane City 
C"'JUJJPil, and \H' kno'\Y fro1n reci~nt experi­
ence that O\,·in':l,' to a unifonn systcrn of 
Yaiuatjon~. the Yaiuntions in the suburbs of 
lh·j~ba1w lwYe been matcriallv increased, 
and it io to the suburbs of Brisbane we mu,ct 
giYt: nHcntion jn this regard. If thc·rc i.;; 
a nv rel1cf to be Q·iycn, it 1nuA bz- giycn to 
thC re· iclcnl ial nOrtion of the c:::>m:lnunjty; 
lntt. O\Y·ine to the vast incrPase in the valua­
tions of the suburbs of Bri.sbanc. it must 
ll<'Pessaril' follow that there will bo an 
i1111110nsc 1ncroase in the ,,·atcr rates payable 
bv suburban rcsidn1ts. Thjs is a ver~T serious 
rri.attcr for the resident, of the suburbs. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \'fORKS: \Yhat 
do you sugg0st to a void it? 

Mr. KELS(l: I v, ant to lead up to my 
~ubjc.f't in a pcrfPctly logical \vay, and I 
fe~J certain that .. when I suggest the renwdy. 
the :vrin'ster will naturally see that there is 
no other \YW• out of the difficulty. Let us 
compare what has taken place in j\,;lelbourne. 
I ant t0 b.· quite fair in the matter of 
pointing out t!Jat Mclboarnc~a city of 
850,000 inhabitants~ha, a capital debt of 
onlv the sam'' amount as Brisbane, which has 
on!;;_ 250.0CC inhabitants. I know the war 
has· inten·euc·d. and I know there has been 
an inc·rcasc iu th(' basic ''Tagc. 

Tlw SFf'BETARY TOR PcBLIC \VoRKS : And in 
the cost of nLtcrial. 

::\1r. KELSO: ~laking allowance for all 
that there is somethin<r wrong' with the 
opcr.ahons of tl"' ~Tetro:1~litan vYatcr Supnly 
Rnd S0-·vc:rao·p Bonrd to-day. It 1~ too costly, 
and T haYt:

0 
no hc~itntion in ~ayjng that a 

hlundcr >,vas m.,dc at the start in designing a 
sC'hemo \Vith an outfall at Pinkenha. If 
Ji('( o.-;:-::J.r•7 I ('f'Uld prodUC'(' fig-ure_:=.; :-ho\vlng 
\Yhcre there has hc·rn a lot of capital money 
wa~tcd which y,-ill nrY~r be recovered. 

The SE""ETIRY FOR LAB01.'R AXD I:sDcSTRY: 
Give us the figures, 

~fr. KELSO: H would take a conple of 
hour~ to discn:-;;:; thi~ n1ai.tcr tLorough1y, and, 
co·;siderin~ that I have only twenty.five 
rniuut0s irl" v-hich to 3pca.k I c:'tnnot give the 
figure~. Even- hon. member !mm,, that 
tr0n1cndous 1nistakes haso been made. 

Mr. H.\RTLU: \Yhctt do you think we ought 
to do about it., 

iVIr. KELSO: The hon. member is noarly 
os impatient .os the Minister. The remPdy 
I SU'!fl'CSt is something on th0 lines indicat0d 
bv the Premier a little whik ago in the 
pttb]ic press, when he shtecl that he would 
probablY take some action in the matter. 
11J..ction should be taken to wino out these 
elPctive board, altogether. bcca"use they are 
only a c-ontinuation of the strife of politics 
in matters into which politics should not 

J1lr. Kelso.] 
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0ntcr. The rr-prescntatin .. ..,s on the boardr ~r.o 
f'U:)pOsl~d to repr_cfcnt_,~he rat~~P--~YP1rs. lh1s 
i< a g-r0at pub!Jc utmty wh1ch _ snould b~ 
goven>~d by ntcn \vho kno\V th d business 
from A to Z. 

The SECRZT_\:rtY FOR Pl-BL:C \YoRK3: The 
n1en who drl ;,v up f_e schcn1c designed the 
."-e\vers. 

:\Ir. KELSO: I c-nectrd tlwt interjection. 
I n_· a~, g·oin_:;- to s.' th : t it j ;-- Ulll1E'C'C'S.:'ary. to 
haxc a -Loard \-,'ith all the '- xpensc ~ttaclung 
to the elPction of th~sc 1ll~'1l. ~~\hat can 
th('--.,:' n10n do o_l the boarJ? 

~.Jr. 1-IAF.J'LEY: They arc bEsi1y 3S n1en. 
lTOtl are nl·· ayfl talki11e· alJout budEE'.3S 1nen. 

l\Ir. KEI.SO: \;\"hat is the good of busine· s 
tnen ou a l1c al'd like that: \Ye do :1ot :vant 
thc~:-.c- allp~·ed l:usinP~s lllt.:n intcrfpnng 1n a 
1natter \Yhich onght to Le cor~trollcd by 

.::\ ct:rtain :unonnt of bns1ncss knrnY-
1~ l't~(;uir, d. ::\T:· :;;ug![c,,tion is that \Ye 

haYL an c::..:pPrt ln an cxper~ 
iYI \Yater, .:~ncl a Ll' ~inc~s rnan charge of 
the work. 

:\Ir. Bn.cocK: When the f"Cperts differ 
things >Yill be wo1·• '. 

l\il'. I.:::ELSO : There is no question of tho 
differing. 

B1~LC)CK: l~xpcr+·, ahvays differ. 

r.Ir. KELSO : Th0 hon. n1ernber could not 
han~ been listening. Thfl'8 \YOt!ld bo no 
roon1 to diffc·r, bccau:-o. th01'e would be an 
cvpeJt in SC".<er2.gc, an expert in "\Y.ater, and 
a bn:::inP.3S lll··ll to coinpletc the tno. Erwh 
of t.hc-se rrwn \You1d be in collaboration as a 
Loard and would lJUt their vicvrs before each 
other; but each of them \Yould have an 
absolutel3· free hand in his own particular 
line. This is a matter which the Govern­
Innnt could ~."·eH take into consideration. 
Thev know that this svstrm, \';hich has 
d1·agged on for yu1r~, 1~ ill probably cost 
about £7,000.000 before it is finished, and 
the:.' know that there is illefficicncy some­
where. 

I have indiGat,.J hrid!v the lines upon 
which a public utility liicc this could be 
mccf··,fullr worked. Even at this late hour 
of the day lots of things in connection with 
the s·.·str;n could be improved, and the 
ciLize~s of Brisbane will fepl more secure 
a bout the work \Yhich ha.s still to be done­
and thcr0 is Dn in1rncnsc amount to be done 
in cor:ncction ·with rcticulation~if they know 
that it will b0 canicd out efficiently and at 
a rninin:uun of co:-:.t. 

At 12.-+0 p.m., 

:\Ir. F. ~\. CoOPr:n (!Jrrma) rcsnm0d the 
dwir. 

l\Ir. KELSO: It is irnpos~iblc to sa~v the 
atnount ·which hns been \\·ast0d under 

pr·~.~ent :"}':;tern. 

The St:Cl!I~'fARY FOR LABOUR. AXD Ixn1~STRY: 
The w tcd a fo\v thousantls on thdr con-

:\Jr. KELSO: I think that is calling tlw 
kettle black. beceusc we kno" that the 
CovPr!'mont \H•rc jubilant about the failure 
of iho contr;'l.ct s> :tc1n in ccrta1n direct1ons 
in tl1o sewer~, but. before the·-' could stop 
cheering, the,, v ere hoist \Yith their O\Vn 

not 'rd "'hen it WL'l pointed out to them 
that prcc:.,elv the same thing had been done 
in the dav:la hour sections. It a 11 comes 
hack to this : Whether it is day labour or 
<"ontract, it is a question of management and 

[Mr. Helso. 

cf!icicnc_v, nnd of whether the workmen give 
a faj1· dc·al. 

I ant. to say a fe1v words varticularly on 
this good old r;orennial of day labour versus 
contract. If this debate has bl'come a. 
pPrennial dl'i}ate, that very_ fact chows that 
the Governrncnt haYc not g1vcn proper con­
sideration to the :;_natter, and proves that 
the ~ugu;est_i'?ns \vhich have ,been rnad~ by 
tlw Oppo··It.Ion have not been carefully 
weighed and adoptcJ b} the Go~·ernment, 
het'""" the criticism \Yhich we oftc•r to·day 
is u.<nallv adopted by the Government m 
perhavs ~two or three years. t)o1uo .h?n. 
wcmbcrs opposite say that the Oppos1hon 
are ah·;;a ..-.. ·s dl'structiYe in their cntlclsm; 
well I Jwil t'ndcavour to be constructive. 
1 1,' 'onld suggest io tho 1\linistor that ho 
ptTsuadc the Cabinet to let him trPat the 
iJt•JHtl'Llllent. of lJnblic \Vorks as a tcnd~rer 
a nU look upon every (job . as a con~ract J?.b . 

thP department put In an cstunatc tor 
\\ ork and iuvitc tenders frorn outside 

alsc. 
~\lr. Jl. M. l{ cSSELL: They are not gilme 

i_o do it. 
.' !r. KELf U: As the hon. member for 

Toornl)lll ~ thov arc not 0 an1e to do it. 
\\ e hu.su th0n1 tirne and again. 1 an1 
l~oi11g to ~U 1.tg'('st in all good faith and 
~lll(;l.'l'itv that the Govcrnrncnt ~hould test 
tl2r lnaitt:r l~O\V. .Exarnples have been. gi,:en 
thi" 1nornillg by hon. 1ne1ubcrs on this ~~do 
(;f t.he Charnbcf of the absolute waste ,v}nch 
ha~ taken vlacc under the present system, 
,.viHl I sa v once again : Let the G-overnrnent 
Jll'OYc th~ir 'inccrity in the matter of day 
!aLonr by allowiug the department to tender 
corrrvetiuvely with contractors oubude and 
giYc the job to the lowest tenderor. Then 
,, e shall find out \vhcthcr the department 
eau do the work more ch~aply than the 
outoide <"ontractor. The department is then 
put on its mettle. If it charges too much, 
1t loses the contract. If it charges too little, 
it loses monev. That would enable us to test 
the advantages or disadvantages of the day­
labour system. \Ye have heard hon. members 
opposite sav that the private contractor 
.,wcats tho 'men working for him. That 
argtunent might have had some effect .some 
t.inH, ago before the basic wage was Intra~ 
duced; but now the conditions ·of labour 
and wrrges arc laid J.o\vn in all industries. 
Tb1: Iucn working under both the day labour 
a ad contract S\ ~h~1ns work under similar con­
ditions; and, uif the Governnumt let a ~on­
tract, it i.s up to them to have effimcnt 
inspectors and to insist that they get value 
for their 1nonev. If there is a fa11urc, the 
blame is not aftogether to bo placed on the 
contractor; it is also to be laid at the 
door of the bad iuf'poction of the depart­
ment. There should be efficient inspection 
abo in the use> whore the department has 
tendered for a job and has got it. 

If n1y :-uggc.:;;tion were adopted, in u couple 
of YC'ars so 1nuch public rnoncv \VOtdd bo 
sa\'cd and the work WOL1ld be caniod out 
just a~ c·Hiriently that I an1 perfectly certain 
thuJ hm1. members opposite who arc now 
cih\-a:·s pl·ating about the Yuhw of day labour 
\Wuld bP ashamed to mention the syBtem. 

Mr. \YJX.,T\XLEY: That sugge,tion was 
tried whon the hon. mmnber for \Vynnum 
was in a Go.-ernmcnt, but it failed. 

;'v[r. KELSO: If the suggestion were 
carried out, we would be able to ascertain 
if public money was being wasted. 'l'his is 
a constructi Ye proposal, and I dare the 
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G-ovcrnn1Pl1t to put it into op.:•t'rJtion. Thev 
arc not g:1!ne to do so, becc~tb0 they desir'C 
to have n hugo a1·n1y of n1en at their dis· 
po,,al S') Jhat. they may shift tlwm like a 
n1obile army east, \VL··t, north. south, 'vher­
en~r th" 1-lre is hottest duri11g an election 
Gtr'~paigH. They desire to tnh:e them from 
ono aP'·tion a.ud place th0rn in another in the 
'lan1c ·v:ny a.s they have en1plo:.''~J v.·orkers on 
the \Y~llo1-vlnun \Yorks prior to every election 

The TE:'.IPOHARY CH),lR:\L\S: Order! 

~lr. I(ELSO: Thc,~r nH'Il arc nutdt:: use of 
only ~·ur politic8l purposes. 

Tho TK:\1l'ORARY CIL\lrCI ',:\: Order! 

~.Ir. l~ELSO: I n1u t obl y your ruling, 
~~Ir. Coc1per. If thr GoYCl'llll"J.t:-nt take n1.-y 

uggE:;sfuu into cousideration. I feel \3Ure that 
nluth br_'neflt VYill rc,,1_;lt to the State. 

Mr. IL'~RTLEY (Fi!c:ro::): One> thing that 
~- Ltisfactor~ in this dcb,tte 1s the 
by the hon. for ='\unclah 

tlw Oppc1ition haT' the old 
o-t hu-..:i:!lg a bo:1rd 1nen to 

rnar::.age thr affairs of the 
Mr. Kn '): I dicl not 5a · tioat. Do not 

1ni qnot=: 111e. 

]/fr. I~_\RTLJi:l : It iB ..-e1·y satisfactory to 
hc1r that qaten:cnt. 

l\Ir. KLLfJ: You EJ.rc n:ry g~c,j •_t twi.;;ting. 

~.Jr. IL'.ETLEY: \\'hen v,·,.' ' Loicler that 
the Metropolitan \Vater Su;)ply and Sewer· 
age Board is con1posPd of th-Jsc so-called 
LusinL::s men elected bY a uniycrsal franchise 
and boo.;tecl by the capitalistic pH''3 of this 
eit;;, it is refreshing to hear the hon. men1ber 
n_clrnit that the prieciplo is .a failure. 

.:\1r. KEE~: He did not make the stat~n1ent. 

:YJr. HAHTLEY: That \Yas the meaning 
of his argument. He condemned the .ldetro· 
polibn \cVat< r Supply and Sew:'rar-e Board, 
and considered that in it;; place th~re should 
be a board of expert engineers, a water 
authority 1nan, and one business man. 
If that does not condemn administra· 
tion by builine,i\ men, I do not knov,· what 
it mrlns. Evidently Hw hon. member has 
not read Yery much about Henrv Ford and 
his opinion of expert<>. \Yhert any man 
become's flU expert in the bu,incss of I-Icnry 
Ford he is pasc>ed ov,cr to a riv,tl firm so 
1 hat Hem·,v Ford will be sure of securing the 
business of the opposition. The experience 
of Queen,,lancl in the employment of expert" 
has been particula;·lv unfortunate. T'ho 
Rockham;>ton Cit.' Council emplo.<Nl an 
expert to aLlvi,"e then1 in conne<?hc-~1 \.vith ;t, 

\vater ~chcrne. First the ex;H'l"t rcC"mn­
mcnclccl tho \\TOng scheme. , Be rocom· 
n1l-:>ndfd a ~ 0hrn1; \Yhich was cstinu1tccl to 
coi\t £200,000, but, instPad of co,ting th tt 
fi,:mo. it cost ncarl:· £310,000. The quantity 
o! YYat~r to be available under the scheme 
wee, suppo.,ed to be adecmatc to meet the 
cxpa1J~-ion in the po:1ula tion of Rockharnpton 
for the next thirty ::cars. but the people 
there aro becoming afraid that it \YiJl not be 
sufficient to meet thei,r needs in the next 
three or four years. That is an expert from 

univert,jty for you ! 

Mr. KERR: \Yhy didn't yon take the job 
on your' elf, and do away with the expert? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I deal with things that 
I have been trained in and know of. 

Mr. KERR: Then why run the other people 
down? 

The TK\lPOR-.\.RY CHAIR1IAS: Order! 
Order: 

Mr. I-IARTLb Y: \\'hen any fool of an 
ono-ineer '\Vith a string o£ university letter3 
to 

0

his natne estilJ._,ttes that he can install a 
scheme for £200.000. and the actual cost is 
£310,000, I am, satisfied h" is a ·• duel." 
Does the hon. n1en1bor say that he is not'? 
Does he c·Jntend that the results obtained 
in th-lt scherne justiUecl U3 in depending on 
that l'Xl)Cl"t '? 

\Y o haY!' h"cl tho se me experience in the 
in."tr:.lla rion cf an elcctrlc 1.l sche1ne in Rock­
hmnnton. ~~n exnert consulting clertricd 
QEgii11 ·r IY<t~ obt";:;iEcd · fl·on1 the Eouth t_o 
a ·h· isc o:1 the installation. I-1 e placed lu~ 
01vn electrician in <:han::z.·c, and, in--,tcad of 
the v;ork £70,000, it cost £110,000, 

each o£ n1cn ~ackcd the other 
or foar tin1os during the job. 

~Ir. l~ELSO: Y~._:u don't bclie,·e in e.~~pcrts. 

1\lr. I-IAHTLEY: ~o, I belieYc in hained 
1~1cn \Yhr ha\"e learned their job frc1n the 
.:\ B C. I ,~_ill i::tkP the v1ord of a practi-c .I 
r:.1an aga.inst a. theoretical 1nan ever.'-· ti:nc'. 

)Ir. 1\::ELSG: 1_~ou do no't belieYc in a 1nan 
lJL~ing cxp·~rt i!l anythint ": 

~lr. IIARTLE_l_: Then) arc yery L·w 
expert . but thcl'l' al'(~ y.::r:· ll1''l1V ftr;;-;t-cla·· ::> 

trt.u1c"Illlll. Take the c 1"'0 of a ;Jor::cn· ·who 
q)f_ciali~es in a c.1 rt1in ~is~- tSC. If .he is_con­
:3ulted on alP.· ot·her d~-sc_a.;;;e. he nlYa.nably 
H the pnticnt lO n:~oth<:>r 1nedical nHl-11 

\Yho f'peciali~t in it. L.,.nlil;:c n1a11v of our 
P\':}10rt:3. he J,;c~ 110t atten1pt to dt'Jl \Yith 
matters he ha' not studied. 

_._\_ rt1rt-ain atnonnt of criticism has been 
dcYoted 10 1he tonstruC'tion of school~, but 
!llither the hon. nH?n1ber for ~onnanbTT no-.. 
the hon. member for \'lide Bay gave suflicient 
d<lt, which the department could be con· 

Tlw hon. member for \Yicle Da:v 
mentionz 3 thrH __ ' or four :;:d1ooJs that had 
b( -,n cor:~t-ntctPcl at a high cost. Anyone will 
adn1it 1 hat £600 odd is a YPry high cost for 
a b"ildit;g haYing dimensions o.f 21 feet . by 
18 feet. It looks as if there IS smneth1ng 
v:rong. and if there aro no other circutn~ 
'tanc,.s explaining additional expenditure. 
the co~"t i3 cxtravagant.lv high. I asked the 
hon. membc t· where "·as' the nearest ·awmill. 
and he replied, '' Ten to fourteen miln' " 

~Ir. :.\:IoRG_\X: Tllat is nDt vl:ry far. 

IJ i'IHTLBY: It i-, 'ccn· Ltr to t-hosf' 
to lnw• the local 'conditions. If 

h ,j to be c 1.rt0i in £10 lotil from 
l,\YinilL its co,;:;t v,·otlld b~) 

to gruttly. 
"2-:Tr. : The f'(lrtar_~-c co~;i_s for one 

nv ,, be £2•1 
: I han> had experience 

:._' in Southern QuePn~l:-tnd. 
in rnrtny en ~-es n '"bullock~v" 

5s. per 100 fcot. Yon 
callllot inrluc., th"rn to r '""'CC'pt ti1nbc·r lo::tding 
fo;· 4 or 5 mile' at le c, than 4s. per lCO fer'. 
Take the CJ,:;c rncnhon__.d bv the hon. mcrnhf'r 
for :\ormanby I happ,en to kno\'; the 
localit'. which is in the Yicinity of 70 miles 
from Tiockhampton. It is about a mile from 
the railwav station to the school. and it is 
;:] difficult 'matter to sucurc transport faciE­
tics from th~ strrtion to the school. I am 
sati,cfied that. if a contractor from Rock· 
hampton had tendered for the job, his price 
would have been greater than that qHoted by 
the Department of Public \Yorks. because 
he would haYe had to take all the timber 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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from ROL·khampton: he ·yould not have had 
enoucrh ]ocal kuowledge to obtain it fr(_}m 
the ~mall ea>nnills in the district. He 
would have had to pa:· the '· out-of-tmvn" 
allo,Yancc to hi J 1nen in additio.~.1 to extra 
\Yu.ges. traYe:lling time, etc., and that 
so,·t of thing, aucl I d0 not suppose th~re 
would haYe been much difference fVen~ualJY. 
In the final analysis the >vhole quc.twn of 
t lte 1HCrits and cl..::lnf'rits of contract versus 
dav labour naiTO\V:o; it,C'lf down t.o efficient 
nla"no C~;c·n1ent. It ~ ou ha Ye 11ot efficient and 
fait hfl1J Inan<tgcLlC1lt, you ha ye bad results 
unth'l' either s. sten1. 

Thr , hole t~·onblc with the Department of 
Pnbli,. \\~ark:; is that it c,_:utraliscs cvcr~,­
thing in 13ri.-;bane. It has_ a big inc_ff~ctivo 
srafl' in Brisbane, and th~tt 1s the stupiChty of 
the poli<·>·· If work has to Le clone at 
I{nnwa nna. l\Iur~on, or ::;;:on1e other place, 
thnc ,Jwulcl be facilities for purchasing tho 
matcric I loca]h· at the nearest big centre 
of trade. It .. l1ould not be necesBary to send 
to 13 ·isbanc fur all the material. Undoubt­
Pdl\ rhe s;twe material of equal quality could 
Le l1nrcha:-;ed in n1anv instances at ::\furgon 01~ 
am· other centre cheaper than if it were 
se1it from Brisbane. and without the loss of 
pa::ing the incffecti,·e staff in Brisbane. 

I haYe seen cases similar to that mentioned 
he· t.he hon. mcmher for ?\ormanby where 
tile roof and rtftcrs came up first and the 
ground plate's did not come until the last, 
causing n. tvhole group of n1en to waste time 
or to fill i11 time on odd jobs. I know cases 
where a >Yhole lot of stump caps were 
omitted and the job held up until the stump 
cans were obiairwd from Brisbane. That sort 
o( thing ,;·on! cl damn any system, whether jt 
,,·as da" labour or contract. But that IS 

inefficient m;,nagement and is not the fault 
,,; the system. ThE: argument >Yhich hon. 
members opposite do not attempt to 
answer is, " \Yhat is the result of the con· 
tract systc1n ?" Given a.n honest contractor, 
you scrllrc as good results from the contract 
e.s from the day-labour system; but, if you 
have a. di!'hon1·st contractor, the result is the 
use of bad materials and bad workmanship. 
rrhe contractor might fl gree to put in con­
crete with the mixture of cement one in three 
or one in four, and. instead, he supplies it 
one in six or one in soven. L.,.nloss you have 
a high!:: qua!ifi,)c] man watching that con­
tractor. that sort o£ thing will go on. In 
addition you have tho contractor's profit to 
take into considc'ration. The driving power 
behind th0 cnntract s:·stern is the greed 
of the contractor to secure the utm: 't limit 
from his employees in order to make a big 
profit no matte,· >vhat the effect is on the 
emplo, ee-that is the trouble. 

Mr. Knso: The men would t;o out on 
strike if that were done. 

[2 p.m.] 

'Mr. HARTLEY: 'I11Cre is no doubt that 
uudcr an intensive sy ... to'n of piecp:rork the 
hu1nar1 0(1C'rator is vvorn out. and the ~:reed of 
th'~ contract'·t· tctkr;.; no arcount of the hun1an 
factor. That is one of the rea I dan;;ers that 
can be urged a,gainst the contractinr~· s.; ~te!n. 
It is not po .sjble to romparc the GoYGrnment 
day-lahour s, tem with a priYate contracting 
systcn1, as the lnflu0nrPs operating are 
al."olutely different. The bo•s contr<Jctor 
hnnse]f belie.-es in day lllbour. If a priv>tG 
e·nploycr takes on a contract to metal Queen 
Ftrcet, lw cn1plo.ys 1nen on day labour, 
becam.• he make, the mmt nrofit in that 
Wa V. He does not let the work Out at SO 

n:u,ch for cwry 10() yards of street or 20 

f}J:lr. Hm·tley. 

cubic. yards of concrete; he CJnploys rnen on 
da~ v. ~tges. 

::\h. Kn.s<: : Ho>Y could he do otherwise? 

::\Ir. HXRTL.SY: It would be the simplest 
thim~· iu the world. The hon. member 
cYid(;ntlv does not understand how to get 
w .... rk ;'c-co~:nplisbed. If a contractor took ?n 
a coub·ac+ to eonc:, .. te Queen ':'trcet and 1ts 
extcJJSiom to the .Hamilton he could let out 
the wmk iu 100-_,·ard blocks to sub-contractors 
or to groups of workn1cn, but h? .d<?es n<?t 
do that bccunse it \Yould mean dividing lus 
y,rnfito. If the hon .. member for. Toowong 
had contract to paint a b1g bu1ldin~, he 

Eot ], , out the "' Jrk to hi_s cnr1lo·: ·~c~. 
I-l~,, won' .l p8y thcu1 b.'· the day. 'Yhy is it· 
thttt he .\·ould not let it out at so rnnch per 
yard·: Becansc h0 wants the vd1ole profit. 

}fr. KELSO: The men do not want it any 
ollu_r y ay. 

::\Ir. lL\.RTLEY: The men cannot take iL 
anY othc·r '" av. becausu th2y aro driven b~.· 
ne~e'''ity to g'ct their daily wage, and that 
i' "·here the nriYate contractor has the 
ndvantagc OYCT. GoYernmcnt cuntroJ. In 
p.:.·iyatC' C'mploymcnt the ner:es~ity is clifferent 
tu what it. is in GoYerument cn1ployn1ent, 
H!l(l rhar is what. the depart111ent is up 
against in getting results. In the Govern­
ptent there arc too many shoc-k-absorbers, 
and YOU cannot sheet the blame home to· 
the 11;an responsible for any neglect If you 
g-o to a f-it, Yernn1ent department to. n1a.k~ a. 
c-omplaint. the Gndcr Secretary will brmg 
in his Assistant Under Secretary; the Assls­
tant 'Cnder Secretary will bring in the Chief 
Clerk: and ··o on right down till you get 
t'J the rn(~Sage boy, but you cannot get 
Dbsolute proof as to who is to blame. and 
vou cannot sheet home the blame. That 1s 
the- trouble in a GoYernmc_nt department,. 
wlwrus in the case of a pnvate contractm· 
h~ gofs on a job and, if he secs thing' have 
not~ g-one on all right and that less work 
ha; been done than ought to have: been 
done, he calls up his foreman, and, 1f rt rs 
the foreman's fault, the foreman goes. If 
it i · o.1mcthing that the foreman has not 
no tic eel, ho points it ouL The foreman ,;valks 
up to the men on the JOb, and sa~·s, .• Thrs 
h[ s not b0en done proper~y, and, It yo~ 
cannot do it better, you >vrll have. to go. 
'There is an incentive to do th,, JOb well 
because a man knows that he will have to 
o·:) if he doe' not do it properly. There IS 

~ot that incentiYc in a Govcrnn1ent depart­
n1ellt. ronscquc11tly we have a muc_h lower 
~tate c£ c·fiicienc;, in ~he State ser:rlCe thar; 
anvv.lw:re e-lse. That 1s the defect 1n rcgaru 
to 'the Socialistic syst0m. \Ye knm.v that mer; 
11 r" L 11·;1 un lc1· different . cor;d.rtit;;rs ana 
ecluutcd diffcr~ntl:;, and 1t IS cl!lficu,t to get 
them all to come up to one me'?tal stan~arcl 
and onp rnaiJual standard. It 1s tl1£I?cu1t to 
111aize t~lC'l!l rcalis<.· that it is ju.,;t as IITliJer·--.. 

, 1v, to t.:iYe of th.eir bc~t to t~o ~tatc, 
thr-~: arc part o·wncrs of the Stale, 

is for them to give of their host to-
1h, b ,s cont.racto:·, uucler whom, 1f. the,· 
do not {1 J the 1.vork 11ropcrl;.r. they will h~ 
~ackcd. To Ue-vclop a social stat~-; wo n1us ... 
nr5t dl ,-PlOil a social conscience. One of 
the ttcul,k'> in connection v.;ith a Govern­
r~c~nt departrnc.1t is ~ha~, ovring· t~ the systc1~ 
of nro'L,Jjon !:1y :'.Clliorr:ty, there IS a lack c·f 
iJH {_,L,.j-yc to do the- hest. and yo~ cannot 
sack a n1an for anything 1vhiCh goe-s. 
>non.;. l~ntil we provide that eac!; n;an 
m rhe public service shall hold his JOb 
on his merits, just the same as a man 
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odocs under a privat8 boss. we shall 
alwayo be faced with this problem. The 
~ystem of promotion by seniority in the 
public SCrYiCC, which 111ake-; it ncce~ ::lUl'\~ for 
eYerything to be proyed down to the; last 
item before u man is dealt \;ith militates 
agajnst officiene;::,·. ~~\ lYHln iu C'h~rgc of a 
job mmt haye the right to say to an 
Pll11llo~~Tcc. " This \·,ark is not done prorwrly, 
and. if you do not do it right. I shall haYe 
to ~-et son1cb0dy else to do it.'' 

The hon. member for \Vide Bav and the 
hen. n1ember for _l\orn1anby s1Jokc with 
rcg lrd to chc, pon1ng the cost of schor)l 
b<.Ji]ding'" a11d v;orkcrs' cL.,-cl]ings by the use 
of seco;:d-rlaH hanhvooc]. There is not the 
dig·htest d8ubt lhat the high cost of first­
dass tunber Is a bl~ £actor in increasing 
I hP eo t _ of schoob and other public build­
lUg~. \\ c hayo a lot of good hardv\·uod tinl­
bcr in Queensland 'iYhich i3 not be!no· used 
•UI:d \crhich would bo Yerv suitable fo1~ build~ 
inrs puq>oFcs provided i't \Vas not put into 
tlll~ ground or exposed to the vn:-athe1· out~ 
:3i_dc. F~r inside "' oyk it is just as good as 
pm<. although a httle heavier. In some 
{·a~cs it \VoulJ bo n1uch more ornarncntal. 
'\\~hite gun1 ii' a· fino and .jtraight a timber 
a~ 

1
'-Vf! c 1.n get an:;; '.V here, and grey stringy 

La l'K 1.s also a good t1n1bor for manv classes of 
"ork. It wo';Id be well for the Department 
of PLllJhc \\ orks to co-operate \Yith the 
.Fore;try Drpartment to net some of the 
s:cC?nd-rlass timboys on the ~n rkct and lHOYo 
theE· worth. I haYe known some of these 
trmbers condemned by the dL'partm•'nt on 
the. ground that th<•v 'Vould bo attacked b-e 
whrte ants. I have used them mvscl£ an~i 
found them to he good. and ot!wr 'meu \Yho 
are better versed in this matter i ha.n I am 
sa.r they are. Yer:: good. The dcpartmeut 
should "X)Wrnncnt with these second-clac, 
trn:bers vath a view to saving the clepart-
1~1= 1lt _the extra cxpe~se incurred b- using 
Lr 't-clas--; Haft--wood tunbC'r. 

Mr. \VARREK (Jiurr'umba): I would like 
to say somethmg on the matter of the 
chnded control in building ,chools. It is 
absolutely bad to haYe two controllin<· 
.authorities. and I would like to ente~· 
111y protest against the svstPnl. L-uder it 
the Secretary for Public IrrstniCtion has not 
the final say as to which school> are to 
Lw built, as a result of which the sdwols 
actually approved by the GoYcrnment for 
construction n1ay not be those v1hich arc 
most needed hv that department. 

Then I want to protest against tho imuffi­
ciency of the number of schools through a 
lack of funds. I have no doubt that the 
Department of Public Instruction would be 
glad to approve of th" building o' schools. 
and the De11artmcnt of Public \Yorks would 
be anxious to build them. if tllC' funds :vYere 
placed at their· disposal;, and I maintain­
particub,rly after hearing the hon. rnll11ber 
for Fitzroy-tnat tlw moner should be there. 
It is all very v ell for the hon. Hwmber to 

out that wa::<tc orcur:" ancl b1amc certain 
of people for it. The-- arc to blame 

and it is scandalolF. I qu'ite a.Q"rec that: 
lvbcn thc:p have thPir own GoY(·Ynrncnt in 
}JO\Yer, and ~,\·hon they are their own rrla,ter<:: 
ihE .v shordd be rnc~n (:-'noug·h to give thP ~)tat~ 
a fair deal. They should not loaf m1 the 
job: bul. unforhmatch-. this \Ya,te do('S 
·occur. and Ycrv often it' d0st.roys the chance 
of getting a sc:hool. · 

I ha,-e heard hon. members say that the 
schools put up in olden tin1cs 'undel' th ~ 

contract system were inferior to those that 
a·re bring built to-day. I want to inform 
those hon. members that not one school in 
the Murrumba district which was built under 
the contract sy.stcm is inferior to those being 
built now. They are all good. There are 
schoolo which haYe been up for fifty years. 
and, althongh there haYe been repairs in the 
shape of new blocks perhrrps, the~- are as 
good to-day as eYer they were. Take the 
J\Ioravfiold school. for instance. It has worn 
out b\-o floor~ in its tln1c, and it is a nlonu­
lllPnt to t!J,, men who supplied the timber 
and built it. \YhiLt I belicYc that more 
•\ ark ],, put into n, school nowadays than is 
nrccssal'Y-I 1ncan that jt is not ncce;;:sarv 
10 haye "tlH~ fine finish IYhich is gjyen to such 
lntitclings-lt i3- also neccssal'y ths t f'Ycry 
centre where a school is jusl~ified should 
baYc a s~hool. It is not gooc1 for the cause 
of education that 'iYC should haYe to trans­
port children long· distances. In casl s ·where 
vrhoo1s are too olJ to be rebuilt or 
rcinoc1P1led and th'-Te ha:· ly\cn ~t f'hifting of 
pojJu] at ion: so that schools arc a long dis­
tance fro1n where the children arc, the t\YO 
departmPnts-particularl;~- the Department of 
Public \Vorks-oug·ht to be able to dcYisc 
son1r> rnPans to give ns the '"'chools we 
require. It is not the children or the people, 
but the ma11agc1nent. \Yhich has bronght 
about the present conditioni' of thing\,) and. 
I hope the Government \Yill giYc YN:C 
~criotls ronsideration to the qu(•stion and 
altt'r their met hods. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: Discharge some of your 
friends. 

)Jr. \VARRE::\ : I am not Yery anxious 
al1ont the quPstion of contr.t'Ct Ycrsus day 
labour. but it was remP.rkablC' to hear the 
previous sp0aker talking· about letting sub­
contracts for cPmf'nt roads. If the hon. 
n-L•ntleman 'iYPre to g·iyo one thonttht to the 
~JattPr, he lYOn] cl r~ a]jse that hl~~ndreds of 
thousand:" of pounds worth of n1achincr~\, are 
neccssarv to carrv out that \\·ork. It would 
not be the sa111{' ;s sub-1-rtting a contra(•t for 
paintinf!". where _a l1 the cq~tipn1ent ncressa-ry 
\Yot!ld be a paint pot and two or thr,·c extra 
brushes. 

:.\Ir. H.\RTLF.Y: It could be ma-ck a term of 
the contract that the sub-contractor should be 
allowed the use of the machinery. That has 
been done. 

~\1r. W ARRE::\: I admit that has been 
done, but the work would haYe to comprise 
more than a hundred yards of road construc­
tion if a 11 the machinf'rv was to be utilised. 
Under the system sugg-e~ted it \wuld not be 
po--· ible to brC'ak up 1-he streets for the pur­
pose of laying down up-to-date roa::Js. The 
deparnnent should giYe C'"('ry ron~Iderabor; 
to tlw adopt ion of some sv ,t.,m wluch woula 
bring- about boitN re ults. It is no use 
blan1i110' an indlvidua1. Thf, hon. 111en1ber 
for' Fihro\· said that i-hc blame could b<' 
tracPd fror",1 tlw :.\linistcr cl<mn to the lowesc 
:"-ubordinatc•. 

).lr. HARTLEY: You could trace it to the 
nlr'"''" .. !2Y bov. J-Tp is 1l1e pcr~on to bla1nc. 
On m le Of·c<~~ion I i r,1Ccd the blan10 do\Yll a~ 
far a~ t-he mc"sag~._' hoy. and then I gaYo 
it up. 

nr. \Y \RRE::\: You mhht trace tho 
h1anw a~ far r, YOU like. b~~1t there is no 
dHire on the p- rt ::,f the Govern. dent to alter 
the sy~tPltl. The GoYernn1c1-:.t shouhl tak0 
irnrrw~li~1lc ~tops l·C"l p-,tahlish an efficil'nt s:,~s~ 
lrrn in all departnwnts. particularly with 
regard to the construction of :-chovls. 

JJlr. Tfarren.] 
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:\h. COLLI?\S (flown:): I reg-ret verv 
much the dcrrca'c in the vote fo1· school;. 
1 L l icn· that. if we "'"" tn h'we school 
buildirnr" C'n'd-~·d a ,.-(' should e-rect th0n1 
in the variou> parts of the Stat-e to keep pace 
with iht' ! ro~Yth of the p0pulation. it 1nay 
bl• nr>c• n r- before Yf'l'Y lo~ ;; to i1nro:3e a 
~~1ccla l_ ::mb1ic in:truction tax. 

::.\lr. :~,I \X\\TLL. )~on h~q-c not exhaust' d a11 
~;onr lnct.hods of ta~;::ation? 

!\Ir. COLLI:\"S: :\"ot. by e. long way. \Ve 
are nnly on the fringe of ta,,;a.tion. \\'bile 
11(1!1. 1r ·lnllt'J'" arc cmnplai:::1ing a bout tho 
dP ·q- >t.:::o in the Yote. I a.n1 quite s tistied 

HS 
y ~ !l' 

Oth T 

thPtll 

i£ dep:n·trnent hul the fnnds at 
it could £250.000 this 

;me\ bc·inging 
da tC' painting 

\Y c have 
It • no u•e bea~ 
~a\-ing this thing 

be dcno a12d th<~t t~1ing- should be 
v;·C' .:-11011ld kno,,. fron1 cxp! ri-

lf'1' fLlt you CUlll<0t thP' thing.:; 
·-, ir1loEt ftnt~nc". Tlv fo1· the Stnto 
to cou· irlc·r in the future rncthod b"":.~ 
\d1ich the Df·cc·~ cl'Y fiiYHL f('l' th0 ( l'<"ctio-i1 
nf '~·hool~ rrnc1 for bringing tht n1 up to d'ltc 
( .111 he ed. Sonic hon. n:ct"!.lbcrs complain 
al1nnt co~t of erecting- the srhools. The 
r,·ork UTicd OUf b.,- thp ~ c1e•)artl11CllT· in Il1\' 

clt>ctorate i \York that J1 ·s l··t<'n ,-ell don~. 
i:-.. a dlffc-re~lct bctw('('n \YCrk t-hat 

·x0ll dene a11d \York that ]., scan1pod. I 
k:.Jov,- that under thP contract sy:-:t.:~nl of 
bn1Jdinp- "hO(d~~ a11d ra ;·t·:;-inz 0l~t public 

_,rk:-. a lo~ o£ thP \Yf'l"k ·wa;;;; '--Can1]lf:.'c1, or. 
ill orhc·r \Yords. it wR::: unt wdl done. If 

desire rho \York to 1a t. YO~l ll1nf't havo 
\York \Yell done. r ~td I t~d~ it t-hat is 

h-;;t ,. ~~ arn cbt 1~~1ng 1:1 Quecn~land at 
the:: pre' cnt tin1c. 

:\Ir. Enw·~,n;;: The 
doHt' nt al!. 

~[r. COI.LI'\S: It j, ll'<' lH 1. ncCP'ht•r' 
C(1 lll!Wrin~· dH• eo r ~c11on1 1 :tikliil)?.":' 
21''-'Ctr '1 hYrnt'-· o1· thirTY ;-·c 1.1'3 ago y;ith tho 
COS, to-da!·. " "[l'jr~t. o( all. re(' - "\Yl'rC' OYt r­

twcnt' o.._ thirtY >:C<.!l'S acro. \Ve 
UJo hc.crc1. To-da.,.-.' nnrler:::. n1cd0rn 

thr> risinr; ;::::·cnc~'ation \Yill not be 
Jlnt in t]v..,ir !Tl'DYPS -ns'-- ca.rh- 8~ some of t!v: 
earlier piollCC'r'3 "\VCh'. \Y·~{~th0r hon. ntenl­
brrs likt.., it Ol' not. \\-C' hnYe to look f:1ct~ in 
the faee and realise that conditions haYe 
cha~lg,·c1. ,,-ha~ \Yould be th0 n~c cf boastin?" 
nf onl' wod.ern ciYili:--ation if that were no't 
.:;:o? It is c.dl 111oon~!hiuo to h(' eontinualh~ 
boa~t·ing nf the woDdorful in,-f'nt1Ye faculties 
of 1r~n. of the woi•dcrfnl uses that machinerv 
Can be put t0-that it will HCeomp[ish in one 
hf,ln: ac:: n1Pch "\York as :Yonld take four. fiye, 
or .C::lX huurs to tlC'C'OI11ph;;;h nndor the old C''n­

ditions-if n1an i.c:: not to rpceiYe son1{~ benefit. 
\~'],at is the nse of all those inYC'ntions if we 
ar0 exp<· ·tee! to >vork as hard as >Ye did 
ur:der the; old conditions? 

:\h friend. the member for Fitzroy pnt 
hi.c:: finr.tcr on what I consider j,: the 'n1ain 
f2uh: in connection \Yith our dav-Ja hour 
~,.~teal. In passing fron1 a f.:\ stein \Yhich was 
opprcqive to a fr0er sy<'ltcrn \ve cannot expect 
to prOC<.ed fro~n a 'tatc of imperfection to 
one of perfer~1on. '_'Y('ll in tht: building of 
oqr schonls, 111 the short space of ele..-en 
years. \\'e havo to realise that. \Ve have 
to teach our people that, 'Yhcn thoy are 
w_ork1ng- for the State, they are expc.·ted to 
g1ye the best that is in them, just as tlwy did 

[Jlr. Collins. 

\Yhen they >Yore working for a pri,-atr 
c-rnplo:-Pr. l:rnfortunatcly for lB a.c:: a part;-, 
lT!UD"',· of onr DH'TI haYC not \et realis2d that 
they' are the :'\tatc. That 'is v. hat wo arc 
snffNing- from at tho present tim~. No hon. 
rnernbcr rn t.h~s :::ide ~tand;:; for loafing or 

· incf'~ci( \Ye stand for efficiency. 

GOYERXJTEXT ::.\lE"\fBERS: I-I ear, hear ! 
(Opp' ition lanchrer.) 

::\fr. COI,I~I":.'\S: l}nfortnnah•l . Y1'P l1aYO 
ll~Jt been <1 hl·' to induce all our people to 
1·cali e that fact. 

'rr. I..:ERH · EfficiclH 5' 1\-;th lip sc'rvic ,;. 

)._Ir. C0L~.1::\S: Th0:rc Brc thc"c who h2-v~, 
J:ot rc.1li·_ 1•·d thC'""~,- ru·e tl1c Stat-e, and t.h~-
jf thr ... ,- ~~·r -- out to rcb the 
the:v an: thcnl~·.:lYC'~. That 
ro:::.~nn 1• a-::·(_~ nor n1>king the pro~·rcs' i\C 
Cllb·ht to h0 :nnking to-da)7

• There if not.hin:'.!." 
wronc- wi~h th0 .-.oriallstic Th·~ 
grer.t ma"' 0~ rnoplc~and I rtl.TI \_;I 

1n:v o,,-!-::. cL1 tlw working· clrv -.-ha Ye ne 
ye-t that thcv arc th~ Guvcrn.dCIH, 
.and thnt. if t1w~7 rob "the Governn1cnt, thc•v 
arc robbing thcn1~~·1v·CS. -

~I1·. I~<BU: Tht>Y hayc had their legs pulled 
long enough _tbou't being the Goycrnment. 

1\Ir. COLLI:\"S: Hon. members _,·ill !me 
that nudcr rhc old contract sys"'0n1 in the 
ronstruet1nn of our r.._tihYavs, the GoYernnv~nt 
~,ye re COlltpellcd to ha YC' an engineer Oll the 
jcb, to ~cc that the contrat tor did his \York 
Frop __ rl. . Dnuhle ::::npcrYi::ion wus neccssar;:­
~"PC'rYi:-:ion by 1 ht- GoYorninent, and sup~ r­
y] .... ion by the ro11trnrtol'. 

~1r. ),L\X\, ELL: TeJl us t;Onlcthing abont 
the ~unf'r,-j;;,1nn o£ the :0.Irtropolitan \Yater 
Supply. nnd Sr_• .1Tragc Board. 

:\Ir. COLLI:\"S: I am not going to deai 
"'ith Bri,banc mattPrs. I realise there aro 
twenty l~olL 1ncrabers representing Brisbane, 
t C'n s'itting on this side of the Chamber 
and ten o;1 that side. Surely they can look 
after Bri:-:ba11 v:ithuut n1y worrying about 
it! ..:\s a :::\orthcrn n1Cn1bcr, I a1n not worry­
ing to tt large extent as to \Yhnt is happcninr 
in Bri, .. !Janc. \Ye can look after the North. 

Gon:n:.:)IE:\T :\InJBERS: Hcu, hear ! 

~Ir. };.ERR: ~~on arc Yery parochial. 

:\Ir. COLT.I=':S: I rose for the purpose of 
pointing our that the work that has be<;n 
rlonc in nlY e1c-ctoratc Is good and solid 
''-'Ork-work. that. ,.;[] stand tho te,t of time . 
,Jnst as the old Roman roads-and I am 
indin0d to 1 hink thov were Guilt by day 
labonr~stood th(' test· of tirn~. so the vvork 
done bY t~1i:-: Govcnnnent in n1v electorate 
.,,·ill ,t;md the test of time. It compare• 
well with the jcrry-building done by con-· 
tractors in tin1es past. 

GO\"ERX)!EKT :\1DIBERS: Hear, hear! 

='. rr. C'OLLI'\S : VIT" inherit this Depart­
ment of Fublic \'l'orks from hon. members 
opposite-not those particular hon. members, 
but the party they represent. That party 
was in powrr for ftftv Years, and it filled 
up th" imblic, sen-ice 'wrth their own po]i. 
tical friPnds. \Ye inheritc'd all those poli­
tical friends in this department. and it might 
haYo been a good thing had this Government 
emptied ont all those men and substituterl 
men of our O'.':n political ideas. 

~Ir. Enw.I.RTJS: That is a Yory cowardly 
statement. 
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Mr. COLLI"\S: It is not a cowardly state­
ment. I say that for fift3· years the party 
of the hon. member filled up the public 
sPrvico v.-ith their own nominees. rl,hoy 
wen~ never kno\vn to appoint a Labour 1nan 
if thev were aware that he v.as a Labour 
man. "Therefore, if the work is not being 
supervised as it ought to be, hon. members 
opposite are re'JJOnsible, because they and 
their friends arc responsible for \vhat took 
place lwfore we assumed office. 

:\1r. KERR: Have you not made a few 
political appointments since your party cccme 
ill to offic~? 

:\h. COLLL'\S: If vou want \cork \Yell 
do:1c, you :rnust have lien to do that ·work 
who arc in. sy1npath; with tho part~/ in po1ver 
-- nwn who desire to sco the work • ·ell 
durw. \s time goes on, no doubt wo shall 
nchien• that object. There is no need to be 
disheartened at- all. Do hon. members think 
th.:t a man like me. who has had to battle 
from hi infnLc:;, ,,-ill be disheartened because 
th0rc 1nay haYe bc~.__'n one failure or half a. 
dozen failures? 

]\[r. Dll\XD: Yoa ha Ye need to be dis­
heartene-d to-day, because iho Premier has 
throvvn :, ou OYer board. 

1\Ir. (YlLLI~S: Th0 Premier made a few 
:-r::ttem_onh that mlght haYc bern ncCC''ISary 
in the interests of the maes of the people 
~~Jlcl the Rtatc. v~;--c are a nation in tho 
n1akin;;, and I often say to n1:vself, -.;;cry 
much in tlw makin.o:. :\'oh.-ithstanding the 
cntrc1sm of hon. members opposite, we shall 
keep straight on with our policv and show 
our own people that. if we at:f; to realise 
the objeetiv0 of this partv, those working 
for the State must giYe of the best that is 
in them, reclising that they are giving to the 
Statr' and helping to uplift humanitv to a 
lllg-hcr ideal-higher than has been seen on 
this planet before. 

Mr. KERH (F:nor/urra): I have no desire 
to crncr into a controYor:::y in regard to day 
labonr vcr··us coutract ·ork. bnt 1 .hould liko 

the :?tlilli::;tcr to g'ivc some in­
[2.30 p.m.] form .tioii in rpgnrd to \'erv 

~eri-ons allC'gations 'that have bec~1 
tnadc in connection vvith ·lhc administration 
of the Depurtment of Public ·works. lt has 
bc·cn 't tet! that a considerable amoLmt of 
'" pTa ft " l1a~ bcC'n g0ing on in connC'ctlon 
,.-Ith buying in !he Department of Public 
\York·;, 

.:\.Ir. IIARTLEY: "Graft"~ 

1\Ir. }.:ERR: I arn nsin,-:; the word " gr:-1 ft '' 
a(h-iscdl.v. 

Th" RECRET.IRY FOR Punuc IYonKS: You had 
better be ca.rdul. 

Mr. KERR: The Public Service Commis­
sioner had an officer of tho Auditor-General's 
Departrnent Rcconcled to liim for the purpose 
of n1aking investigations into these matters 
ar'cl the l\1inister should give the C'ommitte~ 
a full explanation of what has happened. 
Ono outstandwg feature that we have been 
told is that one officer concerned ha-s been 
clismisoed the service for a ctart. The hon. 
gentlcman who has just resumed his 
sPat d<ttee that the policy of the GoYern­
mcnt should bo to appoint their own sup­
portc;·s so that the work will be carried out 
rropcrb·. I understand that tho officer who 
"' ::s rl_j,,nli~>Sc•cl \Vas a very fin11 supporter of 
thn CoYf'l'111110nt, and '';as place·d ln a high 
position over the heads of outstanding public 
-servants. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \\'onEs: That is 
not true. 

:'\lr. KSRR: In the end he had to be dis­
mis_,ed. If '· graft " has been going on in the 
Dcprntmcnt of Public \Vorks, the taxpayers 
are entitled to have a full confession as to­
\\-hot ha< happened. On the 1st September 
the hon. lll_,_;_nber ~or Too\~ ong asked sou1o 
questions in this Charnbcr, and at the ti~ne 
tho ~IinistrT coLsidercd it inallvi~abll~ to giYe 
fu:d1H r I U11dcrst·~ncl that since 

1n•:c~ ign ~ion3 haYl' l_h~en C0!11-
L)oks r.s i~ Jt v·as a~~·c•·tairwtl by 

'Jl' tl-:> ,t such a~ quota-
1 iu.,~ " nu d. rd1Pn 
ihev ~, 'l'c"' circu1atr-c1, it "\\us not ahYay~ 
tlto' man \Yho DL<t in the lmw-t quotation 
y;ho rcc,-·iYed tl1c c·ont:nr~•t. I could givo 
" lot lllOI'l' ci tc,ils. ar,d l could tell 
hon. InPtnl_wt·~ that, IYh n ('Prt;in gravel 
1Y;1.:.; rc•nujrt ll [1, little 'hilt rq.;J for thn hos-
pital, onp nt n , ·ho o\\_...i-d n. put in 
a quot:dion 1n~t dit1 contract-, 
whil<' io a high·"r 
i0nd0r got p:ot the rnatcrial 
fron1 tlh) qnftrr.\ tJ the n1an 1vho 
pnt in i 1h:: lo'I\·Pr quot _ 

Thl• SE::m:TARY FOU p,·Buc \Yom::o;: \Yhat 
;ne· 'on talki!•·.::· 1 bom:'! I \YnLt. n. spt·cif:c 
i~l- t ne~:. 

}lr. KERE: The hon. g0ntl~'mRn can 
vet il·. 
- Tlh SEC'P -T_,--,.,_. FOil p~ DL[C Y~~OTll(S: ,;,~hy 
not gin~ the r:nnw of the firrn you arc n:fer­
ring· to? 

IVIr. l(EHR: I 2.111 not. going to n1ention 
I run ciYing- the ~· Iini~ter an O]lpor~ 

-\1 hat hdr1pened in r0r;ard 
T 11 In a~kinr.£ hin1 tu 

th<> illforL1,".tion--to ":hich 
1;;, Thax i.'3- 811 I , n1 asking for 

to-day. ~u: :l ~'El pointle.:r nnt that C'ertain 
a;·1 wad(~ -whif'h dcnw.nd that 
~h01dcl kc n full confe~>sion a­

ir: tllP Dcnart.mcnt of 
re~.tar l to this fnatt.cr. 

Tl10 S•:cn 1:TARY ~on PL·L~Tc y,~ORKS: I want 
tl:e lltJ nlc of the ff n11. 

c-1n get 
I c:o uot. 

of jJrms about in 
Ch:~nrl;~·-·. TJ~c hm1. ;·cntleutnn should 
. \Y c asked f•Jr the l'l ];O;:t of the inYcsti~ 

_t;ntioll 1o be plncc·d o 1 the tabla of the 
IIoct, . fL, t1wt b· ·_'11 llonP '? I sa. it has 
11rt he 'n dorH'. The J\Iinist0r said it \-vas 
not opportune to r:rivc fnrthnr information. 
The- pt'Pch of the hon. nJc1nbcr for DoYren 
ndvounin<" the Gm·crnmont should fill 
the- pub1i'e \Yit,h Labour ~lllllJOrtcrR 
brought thi~ maitf'r to n1y 1nind. The atti­
itn·f' ta.kcn np hy the hon. rncrnbcr for ~owen 
i~ ab~olutcl.· jntol~ r<tble. Every pubbc ser­
vFtnt is f'utitlcd to his O'.:·n political opinions, 
ancl i~ Plltitlc·d to Yote as he likes. 

:\Ir. C'or.uxs: You \vculd nnt allow that 
ju yDnr day. 

The TE:\IPORARY ClL\ IR:'IIAK: Order! 
Order; 

Nir. KERR: Surelv the hon. g-ent1cman 
kr.ows that under the, previous Go~~crn1nents 
!110 ballot-box was secret! The Government 
kr,mv porfectl- well that under our Gon'rn­
ment 0very Jcublic scryant had the right 
t-o ca~t hi~ vote in anv \Yrtv he dc~ircd. I 
i'O>e for the [llU'posr;, 'of h~vi"g this thing 
thrashed out. If the irregularities which 

]fir. Kerr.] 
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have been cli,closed haYe occurred in th.> 
drpafi.mcllt, l an1 justified in bringing the 
matter for"·ard. It i·, intol0r .. ble that there 
should be anything like this occurring in 
the publiC' ~PrYiC'e, in which the geupra] tax­
pf1ycr is con enwd; Lut it i··~ hard to stop 
it. This in-;.-t•:-,t.iv:1iion i.:; of con.,idelablc 
itnponanr0 to Qu...__t.:rL.iland. r::r;1c GcYcrrnnent 
are re pon•ibic, ~nd the ::\Iinist.cr mu,;t take 
respon ·ibilir_v for his clcpartnwnt in this 
rrsra rcl. Thes·:~ allegations seen1 to be \vell 
known. The· should be fullv Ycntilatcd 
her-' and an explanation ~·ir, ~n ~in regard t.o 
them. 

~~lr. FAHRELL: \Yhnt nro the allegations? 
\Yh: dort"t you n<eino the people concerned'? 

The SEcr.ETA:'Y FOR :PuBLIC \\~oRxs: You 
'\Yill get all iht na.rncs. 

::\lr. :' IOORE (J ub,"fjny): I am sorry to 
see the rcdtH'ti n1 in tho vote for State school 
buildings, tlw D2f'd for -which is so great. 
in country district.s. I take cxc0ption to 
the re1)1arks of tho hon. rr1unber for Bowcn 
in regard to >vork in the department which 
was carried out bv the contract S'.·st.cm. The 
coLtractor who took the job he referred 
to had to Cl!.rr,: out th'3 work accordino- to 
the spccilica t-ion of the department, band 
the GoYcrJlmcnt had a check on him As 
to the h?n. nv='mber for Bowcn sa.~ ing that 
the public snvicc is filled up v:ith political 
supporters of this party, t.hc hon. rnon1bcr 
has 110 grou:~cls whatever for sa.-iuo- that. 
Mv opiniun i, that the public s~rv~nts of 
this State arc loyal to whatever Govern~ 
rncnt i'"' in power, and \Yill :-!CC' that \"OJ'l::: 
is d>)nr> in !-he way it should be done. I 
do not think that when public scn·ants were 
appo_intcd prior to 1915, their political 

,opinions wert· taken into consideration in 
tho slight<e•t degree. I do not suppose that, 
when. a boy goes in for t.hc public service 
exanunation and mitE:rs the pubhc scr\'ico 
to-day,_ t~1ero is any inquiry as to bis politi­
' .• 1 opitnons. If he· pa,· es and there is a 
Y.UC'Ull<',Y ht' fJOCS i11to the s:_ l'Yice "\Yl1 bout 
regard to his political opinions. 

Ml'. PEASE : Did You over read Stecle 
Rudd's book on the r;ublic service? 

::\Ir. l\IOORE: Because hon. members arc 
able to quote except-ional cases now and 
thPn it is n1ost unfair to cast a stign1a on 
the whole uf the pnblic son'ice, and say 
that they arc not carrying out the wishes 
of the Govornn1ent to-day boc<euse thev 
happen to have been appointed under a 
previous Administration. 

_\ GoVER"CIEXT J'\1E1!BER: Did YOU hear of 
a man called George Ryland being discharged 
b:· the Cook Go':crnmcnt? 

::\lr. l\IOORE: Tho ho11. member likes to 
take an is.olatcd case and rnake it nf general 
application. I be1icY< the public servant-s 
arc carr.>·i~g out their duti~s according to 
rb"_ instructions gi"\'cn to thmn bv the various 
}lini~tc~'s. I ha YC sc0n no sign~ of dislovalty 
arnon-T~t thcn1 at all. The hon. meillber 
knows that. political opinions do not come 
in nt all. The only time when politic"! 
opin~ons conw in is vYhen 1nen1bers of the 
lY:blic sen-icJ dare to cxpr(··s opinions con­
trarv io the views of the Go.-crnn:ent and 
tlJPn the·. are "sacked.'' ' 

:\Ir. H.\RTLEY: That is not true. 

Mr. ;\IOORE : If ihev duo to have 
freedom of opinion and to express it they 
arc disnll·~ed; but it is nnfuir to put a 

[ Jfr. Ken·. 

sti~1na on public servants because thev are 
Pndf'd\ onriug to carry out their dutY. I 
personally Lelicve that the Department of 
l'ublio IY orks has not the effective snpervision 
under the d11 .--labour system that it ought 
to have. I can giye instances. \Vhen I \vas 
at St. Georg-e some months ago tho foreman 
at the hospital had been dismissed because. 
\\·hen the inspector came up, he was absent 
from the job. \Yhat happened! The two 
men who >vere left on the job wore there 
for iln·cc weeks after the foreman left and 
no •,·'ork cxa.;; done bv then1. There was a 
big h, :.tp of timbl'r ,\·hich had been carted 
all the way out to St. Goorge, and it had 
been there for a fortnig-ht before it was 
discOY()red that it 1vas not 1neant for that 
hospital at all--that it v, as meant for Goon­
diwintli. 'That is not efficient supervision. 
The hon. ml'IllO<'r for Bowen saYs that it 
dol< not. matter if we ha Ye failures-the 
GoYcrnmcnt rnust expect failures. But the 
Govcn1mcnt arc not paying for those failures. 

::\Ir. COLLTXS: I said that I was not going 
to be disheartened bY one failure or even 
half a dc.ccn failures.' 

l\Ir. j\.J.OORE: Or 100 or 2,000 failures! 
\Y c mu-'t not be dishealtcned bv failures ! 
But it is not the Governn1Pnt who pay; it 
is the childreu outside who are paying for 
thP failures for the extravagance, for the 
1vant of efficicr.t supervision. In m5T opinion 
it would be cvor so much better for the 
Department of Public In-. truction to conduct 
it· own building and authorise what should 
be done. 

0PPOS!TIOX ::Yh.1IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. :\IOORE: And carF out the work 
by contract or by day labour, whichever is 
the rr1ore suitablE' method. Just as good 
,. ,·hools wer(' built under contrad as are 
built under dav labour to-dav. \Ye have 
to realise that. the people are paying for 
this adherence to a fetish-for that is what 
it is. and it cannot go on indefinitely­
the pcopl~~ ar~_ paying for these failures, 
and I say that they have to be stopped. If 
\YC can get ju:-"it as good a job n1ore cheaply 
under contract, then >ve should get it. It 
is not tlw Govonm1cnt but the children who 
livP oui~ide who are payjng, as we who H~T~ 
outside kumv, for the dearth of schools. If 
wl' .,·ant a school, the Department of Public 
Imtruction hangs on day afte1· day, day after 
chy. in an cndeaYom· to get the people to 
promise to do cprtain work. They have got 
to cart ihe timber. or put up the blocks. or 
fcn1c-- the school area. The idea. is, "How 
much can ''"" g-Pt th, people of the district 
to do before· -xc give them a school?" I 
know of ~choo1s vvhich cannot be built because 
the people ut12not afford to giYe tbc arnount 
of a~~1stnn._f' "~hich the GoYenunent den1and 
they should giY~~-

A. C OYERX}IEXT I\IE.\mrn : L~ nder your 
Go.-0rnnwnt theY had to find one-third of 
the cost. · 

).Ir. l\IOORE: J know plenty of people 
io-dnY 'ho hCJH' to build their own schools. 
I >;·a·s one of three who buiit our school. 
paid the whoJc cost, and handed it over to 
the Gm·enlmt m. land and oven thing, free 
of dcbL and I kno,_,_. of two oth<!r~cascs here 
the department have said tl.tat the\ would 
snpJll·- n t; l{~lcr jf th""' peoplt: built the 
~d1oo!. l f we l- 1 Yf' a certain an1onnt of 
n~olwt· to ~pc•r.d, it i~ up to us to sec that 
1Yl' gPt the bc,~t for it. rather than adhere 
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to a. fetish, or carry out an experiment, or 
ding obstinatel1- to an idea in an endeavour 
to prove that " certain policy is right. 
It has been proved to be extravagant, and 
th thing is to get away from it, if we 
c annat get the best value for our money 
ict that way. The theory that because men 
>York for the Siate they will give of their 
best is very nice; but_ as the hon. member 
for Bowcn srtid, so far the people have not 
realic.ed that they are working for themselves. 
The only way in which we shall rret people 
to g·ive of their best is by payin,Q· them for 
what they produce. If a man works harder 

more skilL then he should be 
for it. That is the onlv way in which 

\,c can oblaln {:~fficiencv. \"\"-e ca'nnot reach 
tlw mill~nnium by sa0:ing that. bec"anse a 
rnan is working for the State', he will give 
his bcoot to the State even if he is not paid 
for it.. He will not give his best if he is onlv 
to be paid at the same rai'o as the worst 
man on the job. If tho Government are 
;H·c·pared to pa:c him for his skill and for the 
c•xtra work that he doe,, then we shall a-rrive 
nt a i:a,tisfactor:~ position. 

1\T r. I-I.\HTLEY: You have all the work on 
:·our farm done under the day.Jabour 
systcrn. 

:Hr. :\100RE: Ye'. A grr:1t deal of the 
work performecl bv the <.hiro council of 
which I an1 a m0n1ber is carrit\1 out under 
the day.labour system, but I do not say 
that thf' work is ahva,·s carried out satis­
factorily. If we believe that the work ca.n 
iJo carriocl out moro economicallY and effi­
ciently b:, contract, then it is carried out under 
t!Ja(. system. That is the onlv way in which 
WP can have efficiency. \Ve never know what 
a building is 1roing to cost under the Go­
vernment <;.'ystern of erection. An estimate 
;, given, but it is altered time after time. 

Let me refer t.o one particulal' instance 
.that has been under notice during the past 
lc>w years. I refer to the Hamilton Cold 
fit~re'. These are the figures showing the 
csllmates for the work at different t.imes-

1020. ! 1921. 1022. 
i 

_Il_u_il_<l_ir:~-s--- ,_1_2_5_,~_0_0_ ·~123,~00 160, ~94 
J\laehinery 75,000 1 75,000 75,000 
Wharf . . . . 27,SOO I :31,000 :35,000 
RaihvaySicling 21,500 21,;)00 21,500 
Contingencies .. i . . . . 1 6,000 

:---. --! _______ !1 ___ _ 

1 £~4D,ooo : r25;,,:;oo 
1 

c2SS.1Dt 

The· C'timate for 1924 was £311,434. The 
total amount expended to 30th June, 1922, 
vcos £142.499. The actual cost furnished bv 
the Department of Public \Yorks in 1925 
was £310.683, and t.hc actual cost set out in 
thP Tr·caf'urcr'.; financial tablr>s j~ £328,030. 
It scrrns that the c-.;titnatcs ar0 of no value. 
lf a contractor takes on ~~\·ork at a price 
iw mnst. stick to that )Wice. and the sam~ 
prinrjp}p should oppratd in the case of dav-
labonr "\York. ~ 

~Ir. HA.'TLEY: You c.-idcntlv do not wish 
to understand th0 f:gures. You know that 
t.l-10 raihnty \Yas put in aft0rwards and tho 
·plans were added to. 

i\h. i\IOOHE: I do not know an, thing of 
·th<• oort. The original <:>,timate provided 
for the cun::truction of build in~~, rna ·hinery, 

wh.arf, and raih1 ay siding. The original 
estimate was £249,000, but it has increased 
to £311,434. 

]\Ir. HARTI.EY: Because the plans were 
added to. 

Mr. l\IOORE: That. is 11ll ·very fine. An 
estimate \Yas given for certain work, and 
year after year the estimate is altered. 

M:r. FARRELL: That does not apply only 
to the Government. 

:Hr. r.IOORl~: We are de>tling with the 
GovernmHlt. If a printtc individual puts 
i11 a prjt't.', he n1ust stick to it. 

l\Ir. FARRELL : iY e had an instance in 
I:ockhampton whcrP the estimate was 
£290,000 ancl the actual cost £390,000. 

:\Ir, :\lOO RE: It possibly happens in cer­
tain c~tscs, but i.hat 'vas not work carried 
out by contract. 

:'vir. FARRELL: It >vas a contract. 

'\Ir. l\IOORE: I snppose tho plans were 
altered. I am talking of an ordinary job. 

:VIr. F:,RTIELL: It has happened outside 
the Government, too. 

i\Ir. l\IOORE: There is one item in the 
report of t],e Departmel)t of l'ubli<> \Vorks 
to which I v:i·,h to draw attention, and 
rPrPivc ;-:;orrw inforn1.ltion upon, as I cannot 
Jind it in an:· other report of the clcpart­
rncm. On page 13. I find thio-

" I{ulpi. consideration rnoney, £450." 
I c1o nol kno\v what "consideration money" 
)nellns. It cannot be for the building of a 
;;chool. as a school has b0en erected there for 
1nany ycarl'. 

I also notice in the report of the Auditor­
General that thoro is a trading loss last yeal' 
on the Ipswich Road ·workshops of £5,456 
16.,. 7cl. An extraordina.ry th~1g seems to 
have been done in connection with these 
work5hops, ina:;much as the total loss sustained 
on account of the fire was charged against 
the one year. though I do not know whether 
j n the long rnn that will make a great deal 
of difl'crerK·f'. I also obscn-e that this loss 
wws "ustained in 'pite of the fact that a 
fixed rate of 12~ per C,ent. was added to the 
landed cost of stores and 22~ per cent. to 
the factory cost of manufactured goods to 
coYcr overhead expenses. That seems to 
be an extraordinarily big ]o;s to make in a 
department like this. I do not understand, 
if this is to be continued and if these 
ex)>enses arc to be added on, how this 
department can be carried on successfully. It 
does not appear that there is any desire to 
C<:tlT.'.- on theso concerns econo1nically, for, 
\Yhcn0v0r 1os"'cs arc incurred, further taxa­
tion is imposed on the people. The percent­
ages that; I have quoted flppear quite suf­
ficic·:Jt to enable these workshops to be car­
riPe! on-perhaps not at a profit, but at any 
rate to be self-supporting. \Yhen we find 
birr lr s~t·s likP thi3 occurrir>g it is time that 
there "as some inYestigation to discover 
what is the matter. If we are to continue 
to h<t Yl' those loS't s year after year on these 
enterprise'. the best· thing to be done is to 
clooe them up and purchase maierial some­
\dlerc cl 0, 

ThP SECRETARY FO!! PGBLIC \YORK• And 
pa:.· 25 per cent. n1oro for it? 

Mr. :'viOORE: That is just a question. 
The SECRET.\HY FOR PCBLIC \VORKS: It lS 

not a quo<>tion: it is a fact. 

Mr . .:11oore.j 
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Mr. MOORE: \Ye should call for tenders 
to see if this work can be done at a cheaper 
rate than at present. If that is done, I think 
\VC shall not have this cxc··ssive los··. There 
is no oceasion for it. An ordinarv individual 
canying on a workshop of that 'nature, and 
hnxing the OlTbortunity of adding 12~ per 
cent. to the landed cost of stores and 22~ 
lXT ('Pnt. to tho factory cost to cove-r over­
head expenees, would be perfectly capable of 
supplying those goods without makinp: a loss 
lib• tlmL Tht> JX.,ition is not satisfactor·.·. 
\Yhat \vo have to do is to t'oe if we <:annOt 
.'-'~011 1-11e, C' r0curring· losses an cl avoid fre.::.h 
bnrd0ns of taxation bring in1poq:cl on the 
pt•oplo evrry year. The hem. member for 
Bo\vPn claims that \YO arc not vet out of tho 
transition sta.ge, but we have· bcN1 in tlnt 
..::.t.ag-0 for eleven :Pari' nnd cnunot rt'IlHiin 
ind('tlnitPl:v in jt. Jt has rc~nltcd iu rnoro · 
ancl still n1orc taxation. 

~Ir. H 1 HTLEY: Your class were in that 
f'i?~ c hundred,, of years, anc1 arp si~1l in it. 

:\Ir. IllOORE: Our pr rt,, \H'rc able to con­
duet things on cconon1ic lines, and \H:>rc a b1c 
to \arry on the bu:,iness of thP countrv \vith­
out this exccssiyo taxation. \Ye ercctc•d our 
public buildinp:s at a considoralJh' lower 
>•mount proportionatelY than is the cas" to­
da,,-, and eo:::Prciscd an~ ccono1nic control. 

Mr. lLmTLEY: iYith Gatling guns. 

:Hr. ::\J:OORE: No. \Ye achieved it by 
f'('Onorn ic a dn1inist.ration. The pre~'-cnt. Go­
\·crum(_\nt haYc continued in the transition 
!'tap:c for elcv('D vcars. and t}wy \Yant to rro 
0:1 in that stage ]n the hope that Providen~c 
will step m ancl alter human nature. instead 
of recognising that ln11nan nature is lnnnan 
natur0 and cutting· their toat rt' Drc1i:lg to 
their cloth. · 

}Jr. CoLLIXF:: \Vc are suffering hccausc 
von crushf:'d the soul out of the workers. 

::\11-. MOO RE: I do not want to ~o back 
1vith tlw hon. mPmbl'r to what he ;alls the 
m iddlc' or the dark ages. 

:\Ir. CoLLINS: You on that .side are still 
ia the dark ages. 

:\Ir. MOORE : The Gm·ernmonl of the 
hon. 111f'Inber arc in the dark ao·cs when thcv 
fail t.o recognise that., when a

0 

thing is nOt 
Jl'n·ing, it should b" shut up. 

Yir. HARTLEY: \Yh~t a•::c are the coal­
utincrs. in England living c in to-da:· Is it 
the 0nhghtened ago about y hi eh you talk' 

:Mr. :\IOORE: Their position is due to the 
~conomic conditions following the \var. It 
1 far better for n1en to have sornothing to 
work at and !o earn a rca~onable \Yagc than 
t l ban• nothmg. If a eountr.v is going to 
lose tho whole of Its coal trade on account 
of the excessive wages dmnanded, it is Letter 
to carry on at a reasonable wage than to 
lose the trade and haw• nothing. 

. Mr. H~RTLEY: And pay a million a week 
m royalties. 

::\I.r. }\f00RE: This Government must 
rPahsc that ccono.mic conditions apply to 
Queensland as well as to other plaPes. and 
that extravagant administration muc;t bo 
abandoned. It ie all very >YPll for hon. 
mcn~bcrs _opposite to ask that we should 
con!:Inuc 111 • c:urh a \.vay year aft0r year, 
Hl~-1ng that 111 ~nothcr ten 'Tears everything 
\Vlll be all nght. If we continue the 
country will be ·bankrupt, and we want to 
stop before we reach that stage. \Ye want 

fMr. Moot·e. 

to:> reach the stage when people providing 
n1oncv for businPss ·vvill rec~--ivc a reasonable 
l'L'turD) and 'IYhcn those (',:,rning n1oncy will 
giYe full vahlC for \Yhat they rPceivc, when 
they ,,-ill be pHid foe what they produce, 
and not mere]:;· for the time they put in. 

'\h< G. P. BAR:'\ES (Warwick): I am 
~'01'1'\" that. the Govenunent uro cconon1ising 
ia a· direction that io not goinJ to bo advan­
ta!J;"cons to :- 1JlEe -of our conntrv districts. 
I ·-,.cfer especially to the Department of 
F'llLl1c Instructiou. Great. care is being 
be~towcd upon our young life, but appan:ntly 
little al1cmio11 i to l' deYot• d to providing 
t\_' ' child nu of our Shte wii·h tho 
mt·~~.us IYlJich thrv 1nav obtain an cduca-
tinl::. I spc1l..: in thls wa'}~ because rny Own 
rlcl'tOl'rtte lwf' fer nlan'P "'cars been affected 
by that cour:-e a~tiol1. ~Ono hon. me1nber, 
,,:ht•n ~peaking- 1norning. put his finger 
y~·r~' rig·htl:. upou oue uf thl~ cau~c~-t'1 ·.t 
i:'. th: UJalHH'1' in ·whirh thP Dc!•artulnU of 
Pnhlic Inotrncrion i< treated by .the Depart­
nu'nt of Pnblit \"r orks. \V want a sever­
n IH·e i lH'l'e vcr~· badl~·. and, if a sever.:111co 

\H'rt' brcnght about. t.ho highest 
[3 p.m.] intcre~t~ of 0Uncntion 1vould be 

reached. Tho policy of economy 
ntioptcd by ih2 GoYcrumPnt is having a. 
bacl effect on educational life in Que<nsland. 
rrhe n1aitor i:) causing cxtrrrnc ronccrn. I 
haY£' had promi•::='s that c.•rtain cxpendit.un_ 
\Yould take place in providing for gchool 
residences in somo district·· At lHount 
Alforcl, just outside \Yarwick. we have a 
school with over 100 pupils, but no teacher's 
n'~idcnce. The t-c·1cht·r has to come in and 
ont of t·O\Vll, nnd has done so for years~ 
Possiblv h·' r,a.,· prefer to do that, but it 
.··C·'Ill3 to me thar. if a school is t.o be properly 
conduct0d. th0. tc ~>.chcr's rc<c.id0nce should 
he ncnr the s•hnol. The same thing applies 
to ::\!an .. c<>k. ,\lrhongh applications have 
bc'C'n n1adc n~ain anc1 again for a teacher's 
r0:-iden< 0. tht _;::(' 1 no t£'Rchcr':-) residence 
thC'rC'. The voi0 i~ ]css t.han for last year, 
and the po"ibility of getting an:,· cxpendi­
iUl'C in rm1nection "\Yith th0 various matters 
rdPlTPd to c<'<'In to be Pxtrcmclv remotE' I 
cannot·. undr>J '-tand 0C01nonv in this direction. 
Arc the Gove;·nnwnt so pessimistic that they 
cannot undertake to provide the necessary 
0xpcnditnr0 to equip our Yarious educatjonal 
0~i ahljshm.cnts properly? 

~Ir. :VIoHG\X: Th0 Stat.e enterprises have 
taken all th ' money. 

:\h. G. I'. /i .. \TI.:\ES: ?\o dou!Jt. and wo 
nl'o na.Yinr..- thP piper fo1· that sha~neful 
\Ya:::i-0 of expenditure·. Some eight or nine 
months ag-o when the J\Iinister was in \Var­
\Yick his attention was drawn t-o lho \Varwick 
Tcchl•ical C'ollcgc and High Scho-ol, and 
we then indicatcrl that. certain things were 
ncccsnry in orcl:t· to get. abreast of the 
grmYing requirement' of that. school. J\'o 
place in Qnccnslawl occupies a higher posi­
t-ion cducationa.llv than \Varwick. \Ve have 
no l0~~~ thnn scy0n ::;econdarv schools there, 
including the convPnt, and~ it is necessary 
that the sch(lol which makes the pace for 
the other schools should be kept abreast 
of the other schools. \Ve have otlwr establish·· 
mcnts in onr ('e>ntre adcHng addition after 
addition, yet we are stagnant. 

:\lr. CoLLIXS: The Government cannot have, 
ruined the fa rmcrs, after all. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: Educationally, War­
\vick has set a fine example. \Ve have the-
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best technical college and high scho?l in the 
land, a.nd it has prove'd an unqualrfied suc­
cess. The Gm·ermnent are to be cong-ratu­
lat~d on the ,.-av they have equipped and 
staffed the school: and everything is runm_ng 
smooth\v. but that does not do away wtth 
the ncccssit.. for meeting t-he requirements 
with rcrranl to additions to those schools 
in Ndc7- to fu!fll the aspirations of the 
tJCoplto thNe. 

I now come to small matter in connec-
tion with a school. For son1e years now 
thP neoplo concerned have been agitatjng 
for ;l 1d·n-.T~J1 cl ut tlH:- Frr'P;;;:tonr- S(·hool. 
EYidc_;ltJY tiH' DPpartnt< nt a!-!TCPJ. in re:;;r,on .. e 
to a rleputation which v. aited upon them. 
to find the iron for the puq>osc, valued 
et £-'0, on th<• condition that the people 
\YO:dJ c:1rr\T o~lt· thP \York. Only a few days 
au·o I rc~~riYed nn intin1ation fr01n the 
d~ywrtrn(;nt that the prornise given had been 
canccllc-1. The mere grantin\: of £40 worth 
of iron to that school hDs been cancelled 
on ~lC'I_ n1nt of t.hf' dc3irc of the Govenunent 
to cumomisc. The Under Secretary, cUr. 
McKPlllla, promised that the iron would be 
supplied, and I am incbncd to think that 
the• ~\lini~tc·r agTt1 C'd ''"ith the proposed. Last 
week I rPcci,·ed two intimations-ono regard­
ing local autLorit.y grants, and the other 
ha,-ing to do ,·,-ith t.his paltr!· promise of 
£:i0 >vortlt of iron for the playshed at Free­
::.tOJll Srllool. 'Thf' children l11ere have 110 

pla•·shed or an!· plac'' to go to cat their 
lunches. TheY have to broil in the heat of 
ihc summer "in the open. \Yhen rain is 
hliing t.h''> have no slwltcr »hatevcr, and 
the cli:7wdvantrr,uPs thev hnYC to suffer aro 
,-cry great. The people were prepared to 
cr0ct "1 pla.vshed: but the department now 
refuse to :ri' e th0 £40 promised, which will 
prevent the p" oplc fron1 ea rryinrr out their 
inh•ntion. My district is being pinched in 
con~C'qucncc of the cconon1ical ~pirit that 
inllul'nccs the decisions of the Government. 

\\~c are DO\\ pnttl;1g np 1nan.1: very f111c 
wooden structnres, Lut I think the da~· 
ha~ romc ·when \YO should decide upon a 
diH'n.rci 1 t kind of ~ -ructurc for· our bC't.ter 
cl a" of sclw0ls. \1," e should go in for either 
stonE\ bri<'k, or concrete buildings. which aro 
of a rnoro lasting na.turc and n1ore in accord­
aucc 1vith the in1portancf: of 01u Stat(1 • Ono 
of the things which strike Yisilors is that 
\VC se0n1 to be jn a transitory stage and 
arc llot building for all time-that we are 
doing thing-s 1n a. spasn1odic \Yay, and not 
doing the Jc t '"e might do. vYoodcn build· 
ing,J may he all right from an economic 
point of vie"', bnt • . .-e should rai'o the tone 
of ot'r Yarious districts by the erection of 
public buildings of a more twrmancut dutrac­
ter. H .,, ould be much better if, in connection 
Y'\'ith our n1n.tC'rnitv ho1ncs, for instance the 
huildings "c;ro constructed of brick: I 
belir,·e that the matPrnitv home in vVarwick 
will be built of hric-k, ·but in manv cases 
that is not ~o. The department should give 
rnm·p attention to the character of th0se 
buildings. I would like to know how long 
V· e are to carry out economies of this kind 
to the detriment of our people. 

1\fr. H.mTLEY: Until '"" have paid back 
the \\ar intctost to the war patriots. 

1\lr. G. P. ]jc\RXES: The State is not pay­
ing- vnythlnJ at all i11 that direction. 11any 
thin:,s have been said on this oto by hon. 
mt'mbcrs on the other side with which we on 
thi« side aro in direct accord. The hon. 
mc·ntbcr for BtEko referred to the way 111 

which \Yorkcrs are sent long distances to do­
trivial jobs whic.h could be clone by me_n 
on the spot. Surelv the Secretary f01· Public 
\f orb could gi.-c instructions that W?rks of 
no groat consequence should be earned out 
Jocallv. 'ne! thus save an enormous snm .to 
t.he State. I would like to know from t11e 
::VIinit:tcr when ·we n1a.y hope for a n1ore 
gPnerous expPnditurc on our schools than 
obtains to-da·y. 

2\[r. F.-\RRELL (Ror<hamplon): Quite a 
lot can be S<tid in ,upport of the statement' 
ntadc· bv the hon. rnrmb :r for ::\fanango, the 
ho:L rr;c,mbcr for l\"ormanb:-·. and others 
almnt '.chool buildings throughout the 
State. b0cau',E' there is no doubt that. n1a.ny 
:::('hools i11 C'ounh·y districts aro not. up to the 
right :;.t'lndnrd. I can r:notc sP"'-''c>ral instances 
where t( 'Ichcrs ha''-'~ 1vritt0n t.o rue person­
d)·· a,king' that I intcnicw the Under Sec­
ret·,, ... for Pnblic "\Ymks and endeavour to 
ba-ve son1c1hing done or repairs effected. At 
the J'fonnillo State >'·hool. in the elcc'·ol'ftte 
of thl~ hon. nlcn1ber for Cooroo1·a, the con­
dition of the h~acl teacher's residence is such 
that it is a source of worry to hinr every 
time piu falk It is in one of those districts 
where rc;11 frr!J, fairly often, and the result 
Ins been so serious thU.t hi8 wife has had to 
( un' ult a doetor and is now in ho~pitnJ, and 
I han' not the faintest donbt that her nre­
sent state of health has beeu cansed by the 
condition::; I haYc mentioned. That is just 
fl.!l i:-;olatl'd cnse. 

Mr. :MonG,\X: The pla:hhcd- of some of the 
c11 \~ ~whooh arc bctt0r than the rcsidt•nccs at 
~cri1o c,)ulltry :cchools. 

:\fr. FARHELL: I admit that, and, whilst 
1 do I.tOt \Yant to c 'itici~e the Uepartrnent 
Jwrs.11lv-h can'<' I kno·,y th~ vote is limited 
--T do ask that in the ·m"ttcr of repairs first 
consideration l;p q·]ycu to schools in the 
cmiun·~. bccau::;;.f' lh(:y require it rno-st. 

):m•: l co·nc to rlw qnestion raised by the 
~"("1"'.'1 ar for Public ln>:Jrnction at the open­

of a :--chool n•ct'ui.J~". He said that sooner 
an eclncation ·laa.n ,, onld have to be 

to briug the schr(Jh of Queensland_ up 
prop0r ~tnncl.ard. Seeing that rn.Ilhons 

( f ,H•nd~ haYP lF'rn 80t aside for ra1I·ways 
and rhc improycment of the rolling-stock, 
J clo not s<'e all" rNtoSon \Yhy next year or at 
F<l:11<' ot.:wr t imc £1CJO.OOO should not bG set 
aside to briug- rho 'ehools of the State up to 
1h0 nrorwr sia.Hdard. I reall.v believe that 
a ~,.r'rci;,l loan shonlr! he raised purely for 
thr pc:JT"IO~c of coH~~Tnfting nl"\V schools and 
cffcr·ting- r('rnirs to our present schools. 

This lllornlng- c.:rtain hon. n1cn1bers-par­
ricula rl v thP ·lton. n1einbcr for ?\anango­
rpferrecl to parents in country loc_alities 
having to proYide. Yoluntnry l~hc:mr 1Il ~he 
construction of tb·n sc·hools, \\'hde ~ thmk 
that is a 1·orv fine spitit, I belicYe that 
p;ll'cnts 1vho al·c keen on securing a school 
shonld help the department as _muc·h u~ pos­
sible; but tha' sririt prcYails 111 the ctty as 
wcl] a~ in th0 countrY. Let rne rn~tance the 
\··· ot State School,· "·here wmcthing lik.e 
£1.500 has Loon spent on the school by rest· 
dents of rhc area, 1vho arc d0~irous of malnng 
the scho.Jl one of the best in Qu0cnsland. 

:\h. MAXWELL: Tho same thing has been 
done in rny electorate. 

:\Ir. F ARRELL: I admit that there are 
"r"1lthv people in that area, but they take a 
rridc in tlwir schooL During the two and 
a-half :oars th"t Miss Ludgate has been in 

lfir. Farrell.j 



1276 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

charge of the Rockhampton Centra: School. 
nearlv £1.000 has been spent in improving 
it. 'l'hut is onlv a small school. This monev 
has been exp~ndcd in the direction of pro· 
Yiding swin1n1ing-pool8, 1nural dccorationi'. 
gardens, baskC't-ball courts, tennis courts, a 
cur: thrnic hall. etc. All these things have 
bec•n provided by voluntary effort. 

Ji!Ir. EDWARDS: That is a very different 
thing fron1 building schools for the oducation 
of children. 

Mr. F .\RRELL: Probably it is; but the 
oanH' spirit that c·xi~LS ill ihc countr:; prevails 
in the city. It is only u natural thing. I 
do not v· .nt the people of country electoratu 
to get :<wa:· \Vith the idea that it is only 
c-ountry 1wopk \rho fLl'C interested in the 
beautification of :State school~. :'~o rnatter 
lww we may look at this qm·~tion. it must be 
admitted b.- hcJil. mcmbc'rs on both :sides that 
dul'iug the" time the GoYcnnncnt hav·e been 
in power great ~tridP"" haye been made in 
the con;;.;truction ot ::;:chools. The hon. Jnerrl­
ber for :::\ormanby knows that during the 
ftrst three vears that he 'i\'as in P ,I rliament 
nvcntv-ft ve ~or t-went-,--six schools were erected 
in hi; elec-torate. " 

:Ylr. PETERSOX: ),lore than that; but I had 
to S\\"Cat like a nigger to get then1. 

Mr. FARRELL: That g< ,', to ho\v that 
the Govcnnncnt n:cognii3c·d tbat the Nor­
nlanbv c1cctor,'tc had been neglected in that 
direc-t"ion and the fact that twcntv-iive or 
twent:"-:;"(x ~chools "'.f'l'L built in th1~oo years 
i,:; proof ihat the Governn1ent rocogn1sed 
their r-cspomibilit)'· I am heartily in accord 
with the ~uggc --tion 1nadc by the hon. rnenl· 
ber for \Varwick with respect to the cr,ection 
of sehool resident cs. I know the \U '10 to 
which he refers. \Vhcre a teacher has to 
tm vel some 20 to 25 miles to his place of 
residence, he naturally is away from the 
influence of his school, and that has not a 
g-oo·d effect on the tone of the school. and has 
not a good dfect on tho general progress and 
conduct of the school. If the l\lini:ster carries 
out the idea of an educational loan, I hope 
that he will set a'ide a g·ood portion of it 

for the purpose of building additional school 
rC';-::idcurcs. 

:\1r. PETERSOX: Do you not think it would 
b~ a goo-d plan to gin' the teachers residences 
of the type of workers' homes '1 

Mr. FARRELL: The great difficulty would 
be in connection \vith the transfer of teachers. 
If you read the report of the Under Secretary 
to the Department of Public Instruction, 
you will discover that practically evory 
inspect01· in his report illt'ntions the neces­
sity of shifting teachers, particularly head 
teachers. more frequently than is the C'-<se 
at the pres<>nt time. That would be the 
great difficulty there. Otherwise it would 
be a very fine scheme. Thoro is also the 
cost of the transfer. 

The question of closing .:crtam schools 
was mentioned. It is a. fact that manv 
schools in Quecm 1 and ha vc been closed, and 
properly so. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRCIL\=": Order~ 
Order ! The question of the clooing of schools 
will come up for consideration under the 
Estimates of the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

l\1r, FARRELL: I was about to suggest 
that the schools which have been closed 
should be shifted to some other locality whose 

[Jir. Parrell 

population wt~.rrants such a course, and where 
the establishment of a school is justified. 

J\Ir. EDWARI>S: It takes about ten years 
to get ,, school removed. 

l'.Tr. FARRELL: I now want to deal with 
the type of school. l\Ir. Impector Baker. in 
his rt'port to the de>partmcnt regarding the 
now type of school. has this to sac-

·· The new buildings are not of suitable 
de-,ign. Thev are diYided off into 
;;;cparnte class~room:3, entrance to which 
is f ron1 the verandas ; there is no direct 
111cans of intcr-rmnn1unication by sliding 
11artitions, doors, or windo·ws. This 
arrangcn1ent rnake'", direc.:t supervision 
bY the hl'«d teacher extremelY difficult, 
d,ild vd1erc, as often occurs, "there are 
pupil-tc achcrs, student-teachers, or WLak 
a~:-3istants o:1 the staif1 it is not conducive 
to the efficient »orking of the school." 

Tho•,c are th.- new buildings that are being 
built, and. although JI.Ir. Baker is the only 
inspector who cleiinitclc makes that report, 
aln~ost cve1·y one of tllu other inspectors has 
so.:.ncthing to say concerning them. 

I am pleased to se>e that. during the last 
twelve months, an ollicer of the "\Vorks 
J)epartment ha, been attached to the Educa­
tion Department for the purpose of carrying 
out any small repairs. It is a ver:.- fine 
schcrnl', ::.\liner repairs, instead of being seht 
from the Education Department to the ·works 
DPpartment, are now undertaken by this 
officer, allCl a great deal oi time is thus saved. 

::\Ir. BRAXD: That policy can b2 extended. 

~,fr. F ri.RHELL: That is so. Regarding 
tlus officer. 1\!r. L. D. Edwards, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, ha' this to say-

" During the year an officer of the 
\Yorks Department was attached to this 
office and authorised to attend to minor 
repairs and additions withont referring 
these matters to the \Yorks Department. 
This effected considerable saving of time, 
it avoided unnecessary circumlocution, 
and enabled this department to effect 
rninor repairs expeditiously.'' 

If that principle were extended. it would 
be a ver:, good thing for both the Depart­
ment of l'ublic \Yorks and the Department 
of Public Instruction. 

In conclusion, so far as the officers of the 
·works Department arc concerned. I desire 
to "ry that I ha.-e alwctys found them most 
court\?ous when interviewing them. They 
have alwayo endeavoured to put everything 
at the dispooal of hon, members, so that 
they can obtain any information they require. 

IIoxouRABLE ::\1E3IBEHS: Hear, hear! 

::-h. EDW.IRDS : The most sensible speech 
from that side to-day. 

Mr, H. ;\f. R(;S:,ELL (Toombul): The 
qut~',hon of day labour , crsus contract. has 
bec'Il ' bone of contention for some time 
bcnn'en mcmlwrs of the Opposition and 
nwn:bcrs of the Govcrnnwnt. Despite the 
~act that the GovPrllJncnt are slovdy jettison­
lllg' <1 good nElll:·. planks of th0 partv, thev 
still 9:dhcr0 to the pr0s('nt ,y;;.;tcu1 Of cor{­
~in-,~·bng all llltblic works and thP nlainten­
ance.lwrcof by ,chy labour. \:Ye hope that. 
•·, Y I::J-..:or CD''ll.::l'b St~crn to 1'c now prcv-ailinP" 
in the Co"."C·;'LrnC'nt 12g-etrding n1any o~he~ 
n1attpr~. the• \Yill gin: this question sorne 
cnn·-:idcration. bee 'll:'IE', if propc14 investiga­
tion j::; nL d() as to the merits and demerits 
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of the two sntems it will be found that the 
dav-labmn~ ~~~stern in Government 'vorks has 
prcn·cd to b~ a failure. At the same ti_:ne, 
it must be P.clrmtted-we haYe got to be HtH 

on this nrattcr-that in sorne instances day 
laLmr mav be the proper sy,c' em to adopt. 
'Yherc· a. c(-rtain cla:::s of 'vork is continuous 
and the -, orkers are educated up to a high 
f:tnncb.rd cfficienc/ it n1ight he unwise to 
rnnkP a. But, gnu~rally speaking, 
in the ~~pending of public mo11c~· on buildings 
and so forth. the time has arrived when the 
cOIJtract 1 tf'nl ~hould be given a trial by 
tb-; Dl'f Govcrnrncnt, f:-ven at this lato 
hour: \Ye know how hard it will be for 
them to depart from the policv they have 
carried out for the past kn or eleven .'·cars: 
but. if they hose an eye to the failnrcs of 
the pa.L they m•1st admit that there is some 
jmtin in the contention of the Opposition, 
thot in t.ho great majority of public works. 
the contract system wonld be chuper and 
jn_t. a~ cffici0nt ;;-;;;, if not n'loro Pfficicnt 
than. daY labour. \Ye cuuld cite numbers 
of cases \Yhcro dav labour under son1e Co­
vcrnnH'nt or £emi-Govcrn1ncnt (lepartment 
lws proved a ghastly failure. It is only 
tleces"ary to cite the rPcpnt in,-rstigations 
by the ::' T ctropolitrtn \Y a tor Supply and 
So',rcrag\_, Board in regard to the sewerage 
works comtnlcted under tlw day-labour 
systPrn, rhcrc there 'vcre glaring instances 
of scnnping of \YOrk whi<>h occurred under 
the supenision of the board's supen is01·s. 
The main i'Cqni.site in all these things is 
pfficicnt supervision. \Ve knmv that under 
the contract system the person who paYs 
the mono:. has the privilege of appointing 
a supen'isor to wat-ch his inh: .. rPs:ts and 
sec the.t tho contractor fulfills the terms 
of his cont.rac1·.. In addition, there is always 
a clerk of ,,-orks who is appointed at the 
expense of the person finding the money. 
and who secs that the right quantities of 
material are provided. and attends to other 
detaik Hon. members opposite speak of 
the scarnping of work undc•r the contract 
system; but just as much scamping of work, 
and even rnorc, occurs under the da t~~Ia:b:mr 
syste1n. · 

IV c kcow vPry well that it has been the 
pet policy of the Labour party to imist upon 
day labour in all work <'On~tructed under itg 
supen'ision. The very ten11 "contract," and 
cv('n the trrrn "emplo2· er," a1_·e anathen1a 
to thorn. All alon~- they have insisted that 
all Govermnent wm·k shall be done b',. da'· 
laJ-.onr. That is in conson;}nce with·· their 
settled polic,\- of building up an industrial 
arn1y, a ~reat horde of Government servants, 
·d1o ~hall be snbsenient to their Government 
bo"es and obedient to the political machine. 
That is part and parco! of their Socidism--

Tho TEl\TPORc\RY CHAIRM \N: Order! 

:Y1r. H. :\1. RCSSELL: ThP time hcs 
arrived when that policv should be dis­
continued. It has m·'ant thet the best 
men in the sen·ice of the Government h·"-o 
~,ventually bct:n reclu~;d to mcdiC?criti( "· ThP 

govc·rnn1ent stroke lllU~,t set 1n. and \vork 
f:; not (ione as cheaply or as efficiently as 
It would he done undcr the private contract 
svstcn1. There~ is 110 inC'entive for the jmme­
dia tc supen-isor of a day-labour job to be 
OYer-E{'rnnuJous in r1oing ju,-;t:C'f' to the -inh. 
Ho is not fil'ancially interested, and. wlwn 
;vou destrov incentive, the superYisor does 
not do justice to the job. and expenses must 
he heapNl up. Under the contract syst0m, 
where the contractor is bound clown to a 

specific price, he will see that he obtains 
good "ork from his workmen. What is 
more. the '"orkrnen do better, b8cause there 
IS better ISnperYisjon under the co:ptract 
ec ,tom. and vou have not the spectacle of 
rnC'n bPing ilelJ up through shortag~ of 
n1atcrial. as is tPual on Governinent JO_bs. 
I am not blaming the men. They giVe 
good son-ice proYidod they are under proper 
supervision. '•'-hich is not the c1se under the 
Gm-nnmcnt day-labour system. 

The re "'lt to-da·- is that. after cloven years 
of Labour regime, we haYe built up a great 
nun1her of ::;:nb~dcpartrncnb~. These dcpart­
rncnt, 2.rc innrcasing day by da.~., the number 

of men on the pa.' roll is con­
[.3.30 p.111.] st .ntly on 1 he increase, yet the 

GoYernn1C11t. instead of cndoav­
ourillf, to ccono.~J.isc and cnt down this enor­
rnou::: cxpc:nditv.re as the could do. are 
0ndcavonring to slv:_,lvc t~lCir rPsponsibility 
and an, putting t:Lxation on one class to make 
up for the de!iciencies of their admini6tra­
tion. Tho time ha::: arrived when the .... e 
chould be a full invc,tigatiou, not only into 
1lw administration of this department but 
into the adrnininration of all departments. 
Let t:1e Gm-crnrncnt jettison their day-labour 
po!icv, a' the: arc jettisoning other policies. 
\'l'hv a re thPy ;rcftin g rid of S ta tc stations? 
Dcca.nsc the•,· know that under Government 
C'Ontrol thcs0 thjngs can ncn'r b0 a success. 
In future "ork let the Dcpartnwnt of P'ub1ic 
\Yorb put in an estimate and call for 
l nders. and th0n see how they will get on. 
I \"C'ntnr<' to sa v that in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred the estimate of ihc Department 
of Public \York" will exceed the r•.timates of 
pri vntc contractors. 

Mr. IYIKSTA:-rL£Y: You are wrong. 

Mr. H. :\l. RGSSELL: That has been ihe 
experience and I am speaking with know­
lcdg;e. That has hccn the experience o{ the 
Ci-rcatN' Brisbane Citv \'ouncil. where a 
similar system is in opo1·ation, and where you 
havo engineers and insp0ctors of orks. 
\\'here tencl0rs have been called for in nearly 
eYery case the estimate of the· Council's 
c>xpf'rt has bf'on abm·e the price tendered by 
the rn·ivate contractor. \Ye must remember 
that when the Department of Pnhlic \Vorks 
i~ a~kod for an c:sti1natc, naturallv, in or·der 
to make the best list of the busine~s thev wiE 
infl:1te tlH_·ir c·~tiinatc, fparing th .t. with con­
tingencies they may be crdled upon to pro­
vide, the\ will find that tlwv have made their 
C'tim~te" too low and t.h'at theY will be 
bronght to book for exceeding tha't estimate. 
'N aturall v their estimate'' must be inflated. 
'l'o-da,. iho Greater Bf1sbane City Council 
a.re corn-ing- out most of their big undPr­
t 1kinv,s bv contract, and, if :wu contrast the 
wo1·k of the pri,·ate contractot with the work 
performed by tlw Council's employees, ar :­
unbicsscd mal' will admit that the Council's 
\vork cannct be co:npared \Yith the work of 
the private contractor. Look at the rn>~ds 
built lw private contractors to-clay r They 
far ~unFt''5 fioycrHmcnt roads or roads buitt; 
b,, the Ccuncir s own engineers, and they cost 
]es<;:;. 

I am nn·prised at t.he speech made by the 
ho11. rnP:nber for nowen, bnt I darc,sa:;.~ ~uch 
a qwcch can be expected from that hon. 
meinhcr, be, t.ll!"C he is snppo,~ed to be the 
leading exponent in the House of lhe Go­
Yf'rnrnent'.~ ~ocialistic anJ comn1un is tie 
the01·ies. The hon. member a.clmits that there 
haYe been manv failures, but he is not dis­
heartened. His party are always making 

Mr. II. M. Rltssell.] 
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failures. The taxpayers are sick of the 
failures, and it is a-bout time common s<:nse 
prevailed anJ the ':-ocialistic theories were 
thrown overboa-rd. Let us return to sane 
methods in every department of the State. 
.Many thousands of pounds could be sa vecl 
by taking away from the Department of 
Public \Yorks the carrymg on of work by 
the Government. Let all work be carried out 
by contract. 

JVIr. liARrLEY: And then ;you will have 
graft. 

Mr. H. ::\1. RCSSELL: Then lake the 
.case Df work required in different cent.res 
.of the State. \Yhv should this work be done 
in Brisbane" The work could be done just 
as well in centres where the work is required. 

One hon. member has referred to the 
Hamilton Cold Store These works have 
cost over £319.000. The estimate was 
£215,000. That is a whit·e elephant. The 
I-Ianlilton Cold Stores arc practically shut 
down to-day, although I will admit that there 
is very little butter being exported. The co­
opcratiYe faciorics which are exporting to-day 
fall back on tbc private refrigerators to store 
thoir butter. so that butter which should 
go to tlw Hamilton Cold St.ores is being 
sent to i3irt and Company and other cDld 
1torc8. ..._\ huge un1ount of n1oney has been 
spent in the cmistruclion of the Hamilton 
Cold Stores from >vhich there ;,, pract.ically 
no return. How will interest and redemption 
be paid on the cnorn1ous cost of this building. 
It shmys the fallacv of the Go,-ornment inter­
fering- "ith enterlJrises they know nothing 
about. 1 do HOt· blame the :vlinister in 
charge of the department-he has to rely 
on his experts-but, if the Gm-crnment are 
fDolish enough to spend money on these 
wild-cat schemes. they mu t expect failures, 
because, \vLen we t'lke away the incentive 
for improvement, the whole scheme must 
fall to the ground. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGmcrLTcRE: You did 
pretty >Yell with the D0parhnent of Public 
vVorks. 

Mr. H. M. RGSSELL: Y "'; I am not in 
business for the good of my health alto­
gether. (Laught.er.) I hope that the Govern­
ment >vill even now give contract labour a 
chance, to see whether any saying can be 
effected in the carrying out of work. I 
think th0y will then admit the error of 
their ''c·avs and discontinue the dav-labour 
Rystem il1 all their undertakings. ·I think 
it has had a fai1· trial. It must be admitted 
that it has been a failure, and something 
G).e.o shonld be tried. 

The SECRETARY FOR I)UBLIC: \Y ORKS : The 
DefPncc Dt•partrnent do not let out an~- 1iVorks 
on contract .. 

Mr. H. ::\I. RC'SSELL: There is no 
analo:;;y bd'• con that and putting up Govern. 
ment buildings. There is no need to call 
tenders to build works of tha-t nature, 
because. after all, it is necessary that expen­
dit.uro on clcfPncc should be expended tD 
the best advantagE'. 

JYir. IlARTLEY: That knocks your argument 
Dn the head. 

Mr. ROBERTS !East Too1coomba): I do 
not knmv what the ::Ylinister meant when 
he interjected about defence works. At any 
rate, t.he great bulk of the work so far as 
Empire defence is concerned is done by 
£ontract. · I have said before that from a 
theoretical point Df view clay labour is 

[Mr. H. M. Russell. 

rrll right, but unfortuntely under the system 
of Government cDntrol we cannot get· the 
clficienc1· which is necclccl. The hon. mem­
ber for' Fitzroy was quite justified in his 
state1ncnts to-day ou this qucst.ion. The man 
in charge of Gocernment >vork is subject to 
tho CoYcrnment of the da", and he knows 
that it is uot Yrorth ,.,,};ilo to insist on 
getting cfficif'I>.cy v,hen there is ju2t a fear 
that a man who may be cliecharged will be 
put back on the job. \Vc ha-d an instance 
in connection v:ith t.he radio station. when 
1 h" Scerl'larv for l>ublic \Y orks admitted 
t'1at l},e job "had to shp five m- six mDnths 
till the men on the >York had found other 
n1ployrncnt. They ccnrcJ ot·her work 

through the Labour Bureau. and consequently 
frc · h m on could be brouglit on to the radio 
,ration. 'Cndct· ordinar.v conditions day 
laoour should be cheapest. 

'\Vith regard to the sneer of tho Secretary 
for ..:-\grieultun'. t-here 1 nothing VYrong 
in the hon. mf'mbcr for Toombul. a.s a busi-
11\>:3 n1an. gei.ting orders frDn1 tho Dcpart­
lll''nt of Public. \Y orks iE he is giving value 
fol' the r::1oncy he receives. 

The SIICULTAT'Y FOR . \nuiCL'LTUllE: \Vh,, are 
yon apologi~iu~ for hirn "? " 

1\ir. TIODERT.S: I am not apologising for 
hin1. I al'l t 1king ('XC ·prion to the 1\1inister 
thr(nving insinnaliolls across thf' floor of the 
Chcunbcr th2t the hon. 1nc·n1bcr wa -' doing 
sotncthing· \Yhich '' ns n::t honest and honour­
able. He has a p<·rfcct right to look after 
t hl' 1ntcrcst·'· of hi"3 clients, and I talu~ it 
that the department Y'ill nut purchase from 
thi• hon m0mbor for 'I'oomlml articles >Yhich 
it' can gPr for le.ss elsewhere. 

0Fl'O>;ITIOX :\lE~IBER' : Hear, hear! 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am not going to clis­
CH'<; that qu'-stion, howeYer, Lccanse I recog­
n:so that lt i:_ thr polic:v of the (~oyernntont, 
thongl1 they haY(' changed considerably 
during the last eighteen n,_onths in rr~ p_ect 
of man:: point of polic·y. and I am hopmg 
that the:-· will change also on this. I am 
not finding bnlt ,_-ith the heads of the 
'cl<•part.ment or lh<• men on the job. I realise 
the difficult~~. 

The s• st.em under which the Department 
of Public Instruction and the Department of 
l'nblie \Vorks operate in these things is 
nnsouml. I regret the pr'sition which exisb 
w to t.h~ decision as to \''>'hat \York IS to be 
undertaken. \Ve know that recommenda­
tions go do>Yn to the Department of Public 
\Yorb from the Department of Public 
Instruction, but unfo~·tunately the~ aro not 
alway _, carried out. I n•cn~·ni;J that it is 
not tlw fault of department 1l of1icers, 
b f'aU30 tl1c n1onev is not a 1, ailablr:-. As the 
hon. uu'nlber for· BurkP said. it sc0n1s that 
a larger sum of tnone." should be 'oted. The 
c_lr~llallds urc greater than can be n1ct, and 
son1ethiEg 1nu~t be donC'. 

I want to ;;;;av in pas~ing that, po::sibly by 
rea~bn of the~ fart that there is a larger 
mnnbrr of n1embcrs in tho citv, too much 
u ttcntion is p:in'n to State schools in t.ho 
yjrinity of Bri Lane. 

Then. again. there is the form of work 
e.nJ the plan which arc set out and under 
which th0 depal'tnwnt curies on this work. 
r am not in the lm&iiW'''' m;:self, but I think 
that some of our costs are tDo great. 1 
think that wo cou!d go in for cheaper con­
struction more suitable for the purpose 
which t.he building is to serve. 
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Then there is tlw qu~>ticm of rcmoYi,,g 
buildings. I suppo,;e the D~partment of 
Public Works will be rcmoYing a school 
building in my dcctorate shortly. I pre­
senLd a rwtition fmm the residents of 
Pn'stons to the Secretan for Public Ir:struc­
tion a:--kiug hiln to hold uhis hand and stating 
thnt, if it ''-.iS a question of n1oney) they 
might bo ublo to pay something in order to 
kc•ep the -chool there, because, they say, in 
eigh1 een 111nnths sufficient childre!l 1-rill be 
i" the district to war,ant the existe11ce of a 
sdwol. I '"k that the school be not 
n•moYcd. 

"\"\,. e lH:tYe a ycry la1·gc Fchool in East Too­
.,voornba vd1crf there is 11eed for attention 
tu tho drainage of the ::'Cllool grounds. Thu 
comn1i1ter~ are auxiou:-:: to help the de}lart­
nwnt. Thev had a call' of \York or ·-ome· 
'hing of the kind the other day amJ raised 
£30U, wl1ic:h ttlL'.Y a.:·e gon~g to :::pL'nJ 011 the 
itnpro\ ~._'nH'llt of thP school grounds. I haYC 
,-isitcd them after a verv heayv fall of rain 
--\YO l~now \vhat r0d ;-:,Oll~ is 111 "'foowooulba-

!'d the children for, ]Wrhap, a week aftel' 
~;.;_eh a fall go hacln\ ard- and fonnuds in 
I!l ud. 'rL lt is not healthY for thcnl, and 
the .':iChool gruuHds requiru ~a real oYerhaul~ 
ing iil tiw lUatt.cr ut drainage. I hope that 
t~1c JHUttcl· will r....:cein_~ the ronsidcrution of 
\Le dc•partmcnt. 

The SECBETARY EOR PuBLIC WOHKS 
(I-lun. ~\1. J. Kirwnn, Bri::;bunc): 1 lLt\0 

11 ,tened \'rith con~idel·,uJlL' intt-rt':ct and a L -r­
taJI.l a11taunt ot an1usetnent to son1e ot tno 
~tatClllPlJts 1nade b.:- hou. ll1l'tnbcrs oppO::'J Le~ 
lt anotlwr illu~tratlon of the :fact U.Jat 

\YllO l1aye no dL•tinitt~ policy a.1id 1:0 
aim ~hould kcPp a n'cord of "''h:1t they 

:,:1y. \\hen t11~ t)L·cretary tor Agncnlt.ure 
w,ts dealing \vith an irr.:.portant n1eastn·e in 
this Cha:mbcr I listen..:U to hon. mor11bc-r·~ 
oppc..,lte repeating ad 1WUSC'Lll1 the 
sttLtcrnent that people ·v, l'l'G leaving the 
country dlstncts 111 htrgp Huruln•f::;. lt ih.tt 
v.:as a fact. then 1 he log·1cal l'l'snlt would be 
that th.is department wOuld not be hara.:-:~··;e<.l 
or pl ctered tor new edwols or aJclitiocs to 
tichuol~ by hon. rnr~Inb~>rs representing eouu~ 
tr.'-7 ciistncb. :\ot1vi1ht)tand1ug those :::tate­
rnents evet·y hon. nlL'Iilber, r0presenting a 
rountry constituL"ney, whv ha~ r1~Pll on the• 
(J11pos1tion benchc.s has conclcrnned in un­
rneaBured tern1s tlle lack or syn1pathy alleged 
to ha., e been sho\vu by thi~ ckpartn1ent fof the 
need for cuuntrv s-chools. lf the countrv dis~ 
triets of Qncc;10land ar~ being populated 
a.nd .,eulcd, ftnd as a n.> u1t ot that popula~ 
I ion aucl settlement new schools are required 
n,nd additions arc rcqnired for schools 
u lrctt..ly c•rectcd either by this Government 
t1 l' lJreviou::; GoYcrninents. then there is ~uf­
Jieicut proof that the shtcnwnts of hon. mem­
bers oppot:.~tc ihnt the VC'OlJ!u are leavind the 
land and drifting to the cities arc abso­
lutt'ly· without any fonndat ~on. 

The hon. member for J\Iurilla stated that 
men loafed on Go,-<'rnm 'llt jobs and so 
forth. That is an alleg-ation frequently made 
l\v hon. n1ernbers opposite. Anc- S7sten 
depC'llds for its maintenance and s'uccess on 
the human element. \Yhether it be the day­
labour system or any other system which is 
oonb·ived for the erection of public buildings 
or small country buildings, it will depend in 
a lal'ge n1casuro for its sucC"2ss on the hnrnan 
<•lcmcnt of those emra-ged, If voLt have lhll 
right cl a"~ of foremaan. who iS abJe to l:t v 
-out the work a-, it should be laid out. {s 
.able to handle his staff and knows Ins work 

g•,ncrallv. the work will be erecte-1 well 
"tthin the estimate. I admit that to a verv 
large extent he i-, dependent for the success of 
his job ou lhc loyal and hearty co-operation 
of the rncn on the job. It has been ,-.:tatcd by 
the hon. m£>mber for Bowen-and I want to 
Pmpht•,;;;ise the point rail3ed by hirn-that it 
io about time that eYcry man in the public 
f.rrvirL• and C'Yf'ry man engaged in the ec.n~ 
-rruc1ion branch of 1h~ Department of 
Public \Yorks, ,. hcchor he be the forc!Han 
at the head or tho npprenticc on the job, 
realised that in wor:cing for the State he 
i . ., not workinJJ; for au inclivldual ,,,;~vJ is 
rnakinp; a prolit out of his laL:our. They 
,J'onld all lake ,wme pride in the crcctio:~ of 
cYc;·7 pnbllc ln1ilcling nu \vhi :h they nrc 
L'll6r ged. \\ hPther it bP t}H sp.lcndid adc1ition 
to thr> TrPaHJr_ B!oek :ntnY uearinp· contplc~ 
t=on or ;-::;mnc srnall school on the ontpost;;; of 
ei·~Ti]i-sation erc('1·0cl to n1cc' the edu-crr1:onal 
roqniren1Pnb of the :'cttlc·mcnt in that c~is~ 
Unit portion of the StatL~. 

~>h. KmH: L tho t not an inference that 
tlH\ arc 11ot doing it to-da:;,? 

Tlw SF.CRCTARY FOR PUDLIC WORKS: 
Thf' 1HJ1l. gt'll1lernan is pos~-:~s:-;c.d of a peen~ 
linr 1ypt' of mcnta!it_,-. I do not intend lo 
den] IYith his s1a.tcnwnt at prc~.;ent; I shall 
haYe :;;orncthing to say on that rnatter later 
on. 

Tlw hon. m••mbc•r for Toowong -discnssed at 
com•id Prable h'ngth, as is his wont, the quPs-
1 ion of d:n labour versus contraC't. I do not 
qut . ...;tion thP sinecrity or honesty of the hon. 
grntlP!Ilf!Jl in csponsl11g the> cause of con­
I raet labour. HP dc·clnrt'd '':ithout anv 
Pqni,·ocation that it was the superior method 
ful', rho c•rection of all buildings. Let us 
look at ihc pc.;ition. No ono can deny that 
thc·r~~ an, certain .dPf0cts in the contract 
,. >tf'm. '\Ylwn rho hon. member for East 
Too1voombn. was talking I re1narked that no 
cnnntrv in the world would allow tho defence 
of itJ rH~Op]p and its institutions to bo carried 
ou.t- by contract. 

Th£> SECRETAHY FOR ArmccLTt:RE: Battk­
shir1s al'e not built by contract. 

:\Ir. ELPHIXSTO:>;E: Some of them arc. 

The SECRETARY FOR AomcPLTcRE: l'\o. 

Tlw SECRETAHY FOR PUDLIC WOHKS: 
A-"'v back in British historv I believe cer-
1 a in ~noble~ obtajnod concessiOns on condition 
1ln1: the:- raisr·d a portion of the standing 
a.rnlv to defend the l{ing's dorn.i.nions vvhen 
cail0cl upon 1o do so. I clo not know that 
that y,a,s found to l1o a vPrv satisfactory 
f-:_r~t 0n1 of dcf0nrc. ·~ 

Possiblv even that form of contract was 
found to· bn·ak do\YH when the rPnl intcrc~ts 
of tht: Sovert1 ign and the people were at 
st _kc. During the lat" Y· :.n \\'C had an1ple 
('\~iLlPnce that the contract svsten1 ''as thrOIY1l 
o,·orboanl by gcntlomen wlw had no hesita­
tion in sponsoring it at .PYCr~v turn and on 
()\"er:,, occasion. I can recall, iminPdiahd.Y 
after the outbreak of ·war) in this ycry 
.\Hcmbly. whon 7\fr. Dc•nham, the then 
Prl'mier. brought -do1vn a Bill. every line and 
clause of which had been cabled to him bv 
the Imperial aulhoritic•s and invoked the 
aid of the Opposition in putting that Bill 
through all its stages in one ,day, and like­
wi,e through tho Legislative Council, because 
it was necessarv to commandeer the cattle 
in Queensland in. order to guarantee the men 
in the army and navy with food. 

Hon. lff. J. Kirwan.1 
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:\Ir. ELPill:\STOKE: Did •, on rontract ·,, ith 
the mcat.works for the l11.·Cat you obtained 
from them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
I quote that as an illnstration to show that. 
when Yital interc.:-ts were affected. the cou~ 
tract system was thrm;·n overboard. 

:\Ir. KER,;: It is absolutely ubsurd. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS; 
There is nothing absurd about it. It is an 
absolut0 fact. Everyboclv kno\YS that in 
adclitj?n to hngC' food ·~upp.lics, huge n1Ul1ition 
faet.onc::; \Yore org·anisccl und"r tho control of 
the Gon!l'lllllCllt to ensure that the rnen \YOnlcl 
h; net only. fed :· ith iron ratiom. bnt, a,; 
l'\apoleon •aHl, \nth tho rations that every 
armv trayolJod on. 

~lr. CoLLii\S: ThC're \Yero contract sc<.trH1als 
in the Crimoan \Yar. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS · 
As the hon. member for Bm1·en remind~ 
n10, there wcr0 sc.·-1ndals i11 c<Jnncction \Ylth 
contra·-t" in the Crirnean \Ycr. (Opposition 
laught.er.) lion. mcrnbcr':: oppo:;:ito 111ay 
laugh. 

~fr. KERR: If :·ou have to go back s0~~. enty 
years for an argument, you arc hard up. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS· 
I have gi.-cu tho~c ill!strations to pro.-c that, 
when real and \ 1tal Intere~ts \Ve>r.e at stake, 
the peopk \vho believed in the contract 
system threw it overboard. 

J\Ir. 2'v1AXWELL: You believe in the contract 
t:,vf'h:n1, anyhow. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC WORKS· 
The hon. member for Toowong had a great 
deal to say about the contract svstem. I 
intcucl, in this connection, to quote the report 
of a deputation which waited on tbe Hon 
\V. H. Barne" when that hon. gentleman 
was Secretary for Public \\'orks. 

An 0PPOSITIO:o! MEMBER: The ,ame old 
stuff. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I~ 1s very interesting. I have listened yerv 
attcnti ,~ely and patiently since about fl 
o'clock this morning to the same old stuff 
about the merits of the contract "·stem, and 
now I intend giving hon. gcntlen1en opposite 
the same old stuff from an hem. gentlPman 
who holds the same political vi-ew" as them. 
selve". The following is a rc·port which 
appeared in tht' "Brisbane Courier" of 
\Vednesda.v, 3rd DecPmbcr 1~13. of a deputa. 
tion which waited upon' the Hon. \V. H. 
B:1rnes, the then Secretarv for Public 
v\'orks:- ' 

"Co::-<TRACT r. DAY LABoc·n. 

" FOL'NDATIONS OF SAYI::-<GS D.\NK. 

" ]f astr r Buil<Z ers' Bcqur.sf. 

" Minister's Reply. 

"Members of the J\laster Builders' 
Association, consisting of l\1c~~rs. A. 
Fergumn (president), A. Lind, T. Kecnan 
A. \Valls, J. Maskerv, G. E. Dav' 
J. P. Parry, A. Gillespic, C. D. Skene' 
W. R. Juster, W. Kit.chen, G. A. Baum: 
her, and the secretary. J\fr. C. G. Steven­
SOIL wai tcd upon the ::\Iinietor for \Y orb 
(Hon. W. H. Earnos) yesterday, to urge 
thJ.t the work of constructing the foun­
dations of the new Savings Bank Build· 
ing should be open to them be· tender. 
Mr. A. B. Brady, Under Secretary was 
~wpre~~ ' 

:Hon. M. J. Kirwan. 

" Before proceeding with the businese 
of the deputation, :\fr. Forguson wel· 
corned :\h. Eradv after his tour abroad_ 
He hoped that ~the result of his trip 
wonld be a beneflt to the count-ry and 
the departnwnt. ;\1r. Erady briefly 
a':·knowlcdgcd the con1plin1cnt. 

'· :'1lr. Ferg·uson said that they had 
noticed a report in the pape1 s to the: 
drcct t-hat it hacl b-~c'n dccidc'cl to pro· 
c·cccl with the foundations of the Go· 
vPrunH'nt SaYing-:., Bank Bnih11ng b~r da~· 
Lll-K1Ht'. They t~nne to ask that tenders 
lllight be called to givP the Brisbane 
contmctors an oppol'lunit.) of ,nbmirting 
pric.es. They did not approach the 
},Jinistcr in a dictatorial or carping 

but tlw:· coutended that public· 
would best. be served by accept. 

1ng their ~uggestion. lie thought that 
th" departmental off-icers might submit 
an ('~tirnat.c, and. if the tcndPrs \Yere 
below that. the work should bo gi,-en 
to the lo;;est in the usual wav. H<' 
could a:"'ure the Minister that 'if this 
cour~,o w.ts uJoptecl there \Youlcl be at 
least c;ght tenders. The day·labour 
revclut;Olh in Xow Sonth \Vales had 
r<'l ntlv shown that the day.[abour work 
hac! cost up to 100 and i.lO per cent. 
rnorc than the dcpartn1cnt's estimate. 

" :\Ir. Kec•nan said that if the day· 
labour plan were carried out the con· 
ditions mi!!ht not be t-he same as tho--o· 
in1poscd upon a contractor. 

" :1Ir. Barncs <-aiel that there was no 
jtbtiGcalion for a ,-iew of that sort. 

" 2-lr. Koonan contended that if their 
11r01JO' al v~d'> carried out. there would 
be no reason to complain afterwards. 
T!ley wore not afraid to face day·labour 
conditjons on fair grounds. 

" :\Ir. Gi!lcs)1ie thought it was not 
fair to the contractors to carrv out a 
job of that kind \vhile t-here w;,ro mc1: 
roacly and willing to compete by public 
tender. His opinion was that there 
had been no proftt in the day-labour 
system f,,r the State. The svstem had 
f~ilcd barllv in Kow South W~les. The" 
all know ,\·hat \Yas meant. bv the 'G,;. 
vcrnmcnt ~troke.' The instJectors did 
not like to toll all that thev saw. Then 
lho s,v c·tem made for dela0:s. One rail­
wav he had ln his n1ind was to haYC" 
be~n finished be- this, but it was a long 
\\a v off complc·tion. So far as he \vas. 
c~llcernod he would not. like to haYe 
mc21 working for hi1n under the sanH~ 
condition•. The public could not h< 1p­
noticing this sort of thing. He felt 
mrc that th,~ builders could do the work 
more cheaply and more efficiently. Th0 
::;a.mC' ~r:-:.tern was not practised b~~ the 
d{'parhnent~ in orh~r 1natters. \Vhen 
t hC'v wanted a mpply of hoots or saddles 
thov did not start factories. but call('(! 
tender· m,bliel:v ancl accepted the lmH·t 
price, The rontrad·ors \vere local resi­
dents who spent t-heir money here an<l 
\V, re ready to assist public institntions 
as ritizPns. lf thev WP.rP- to bo d0nied 
work therr would be nothim; for it for 
'omc of thcm but to g-o elsewhere for 
a field for their ent-erprise. 

"Mr. Lind said thcv had some diffi. 
cultv in handling meJ1 who had been 
employed on GoYernment jobs. They· 
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came back discontented. wanting shorter 
h<JUrs and more pay. They blamed the 
laxrty of Government supervision. He 
urged that 1£ tenders were called for 
the Savings Bank work it would mean 
a saving of public money. 

"' ::\fr. ~1askrey t-hought that if the 
work was carried out by day labour 
there should be som_e independent person 
appointed to supervise. A contractor was 
obliged to carry out jobs of that sort 
C>xaetly according to the plans and :speci~ 
fioations. Ho had worked for the Go­
ve-rnment. before. Ho \Yas a builder and 
he had hoard men say when spoken to 
that the,? would tell ~\lr. So-rmd-So about 
it. (I oughter.) The builders had a 
right to be• co~1sidcrcd in a 1nattcr of 
this kind as citizens. 

"JYh. Barnc', in reply. said that a 
bad~ of men oo J·cpresel1tat-ive had a 
perfect right to place their vic\\·s before 
the l\linister of the department. Ho 
congratulated them upon the temperate 
way In \Yluch the·c had pnt· their case. 
lie would certainly gi YC their roquc,.t 
the fullest consideration. In the past 
the ofh~ers had been c;,rcful to make 
thciT E';;;.tin1al-f--:;, and if tho lowest t£'ndf'ts 
\Yore higher. t-he \York was taken up by 
the de partme11t. Oft:'n fre~h tenders 
'''-'re ~nYite-d. P,_r::~nally, his inclination 
'"'ras Ill fa Yo:._u· of tender but he \T"as 
face to face \Yith the fact that the 
officers' e.;.tin1at0 of dw., labour \Vas :-oine­
timps much below tlie contra.;t prices. 
There '· LF- no other course therefore in 
the public interest but to go on with 
the \York. He I:ad_ no right to lot his 
O\\'TI de~ues \VCigh In t·hat rcrrard \Vhen 

public duh· stood in rhc road. s~ far as the 
department was concerned the great bulk 
cf the work was carriPd out bv public 
t0nder. II0 \vas quite free t.O admit 
that Yery oft-en the low<• t tender was 
less than i he of!icia l estimate. Thev 
h!1d reminded him of the high cmt in 
I\ew South "\YalC's vf ~0111(' of the \York 
r0ccntly C'~r_;_icd out in that State, bu.t. 

tlwre were no such figures available in 
connection \vith his department. So fae 
as he knew there was no such thing in 
existence as the ' Government st·roke.' 
He quoted a few cases to support his 
view. On the new refreshment-rooms 
in the gardens, though the work had 
been increaecd on the original plan by 
£200, they had still saved £270. In the 
Lands Department. job the lowest tender 
was £484. but they carried out the work 
for £286. In the Geological Branch 
they saYed £234 on a job as compared 
to the lowest tender. 

"It had been oaid that in these work& 
no charge was made for the work of the 
officer·; engaged, but that was not so. 
J£yerything was properly apportioned. 

" Something had also been said about 
\York at Goodna \vhich \Yas being carried 
out bv clav labour. but thov would sanl 
somcthin2-' like £9,000 on 't.he job. lf 
rhc,· tl10udn the specifications were not 
adhered to, he would be glad to drive 
a party of them out to inspect it. 

··It· wa· onh fair to the oflicers to 
'uy thi:t many 'thousands of pounds had 
been san:>d by the system at present in 
force. 

" One big \Yol'k had been mentioned 
\vhich he would refer to. That was the 
Rockhampton Technical College. The 
<'stimate '"as £12.733 and the lowest 
terd<·r £15.703. and it was expected that 
f nll:· £3.( ·JO \Yould be sa vcd on those 
figures. 

" At Goodna. the estimate for one ward 
was £16.621 ·and the lowest t-ender 
£20,799. a11d they expected to con­
~idcr~ bh~ cut under the c.:-tin1ate. I--Ie 
pron1ise~l to fully consider their re'}uest 
to en 11 tcndc·rs for the foundat-ions of 
the S::,yjng~ Bank building." 

[4 p.m.] 
I ha\·r lwrt: '1 table ~hov;:ing a comp,·:rison 

bctvYof'n thP prier RUbn1ittcd Ly the ]O\Ycs·t 
tond('epr and the !C'tual C·o:-:t of carrying out 
,,,cycr,d .]a.rge v-rorks by day labour--

---------·--·-----------------------

Jobs. 

Goodna--Two Xew Wards, '\os. 1 and 3, G. Ilaumbcr 

Goodna-Xc-..v "\Vartl, No. 8 

Rockhampton-Trchnical College 

ll.ockbampton-Sa,·ings Bank 

Tiabinda-State Hotel 

Ipswich-Hospital for Insane 

\. Kedrlie 

J. noyle 

J. G. Robbs 

.. i \Y. KPrr 

' A. Kcddie 

12,876 0 (] 

15,703 0 0 

5,97[1 0 0 

17,:282 4 9 

21,088 12 6 

11,085 9 11 1,790 10 

1?.,139 8 6 3,563 11 () 

G.S95 17 g 379 2 5 

13,146 12 6 4.135 12 " 
16,74:8 18 10 4.~:!9 }:3 8 

Total . . £1 ~ •1,522, 17 3 91,040 17 2~,4b2 0 
,, 

\Vith refercnc3 to tlw State hotel at 
pabinda. it was so faithfully constructed that 
1t was the only building which stood up to 
the terrific cvclone which wrecked Babinda. 
If hon. members complain that I have g-ono 
too far away. and that I ought to get down 
to the present day, I have here an extract 
from the " Telegraph " of 5th October 1924 
which deals with the cost of homes ~t th~ 
aircraft depot at Laverton, in Victoria, whid1 

1926--4 K 

--·--~---- --

was erPctcd under the supcnision of the 
Public Works Department of the Common­
wealth Government. 'I'he extract reads-

" A meeting of the Commonwealth Par­
liament Public: Works Committee -;vas 
held yesterday, when evidence was taker: 
r('gard~ng thP cost of mechanics' home1 
ai the aircraft depot at Laverton, ·vic­
toria. 
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"Mr. J. S. Murdoch. Chief Architect 
of the Commonwealth \Yorks and Railway 
Department, 'vas questioned as to the ·dis­
crcpan<>y between the estimate' and the 
tenders for the mechanics' homes. When 
the Committee members visited Point 
Cook to inspect the houses in course of 
erection there the.v were told that they 
wonld cost £1,100 each, but Mr. Mur­
doch produced tenders showing that the 
actual cost for the smallest hpe of cot-
tage was £1,700. · 

":\1r. Murdoch stated tlw.t tPnder•· had 
been called for the erection of three 
classes of ho'.nes at LaYerton-mochanics', 
non-commissioned officers'. and officers'­
c>stimatod to cost £1.300. £1,380, and 
£1,870 rospectivelv. The renders for the 
Hnallost typc> of 'house ranged between 
£1,820 and £2,100." 

Hon. members ha vo ha cl a ITrcat deal to 
'ay in connection with the f'UpC'~'Ylsion of the 
Department of Public \Yorks. I propose to 
put the "Brrsbano Courier" in the box to 
gi YC testin1ony in support of the superYision 
of the department with which I 1 ave the 
honcur to be a~"ocjatod. This is an extract 
from a leader in the issue of 24th July, 1924, 
rcg·ar-chng sewerage di~closurcs-

' " ... Had this \York. whether day 
li.~b.our or contract. be·en undro·r the supor­
nswn of the Public \Y arks Department, 
or under the control of an export com­
rnission, it is rmfo to assun1e that surh 
scamping would uot ha Ye bl'cn tolerated.'' 

Quite recently in :YJ:,olbourne a large public 
IJLuldmg whrch had been erected bv contract 
labour collapsed. Several of the" 'crorkmen 
engaged in it were killed, and it was discloRed 
during the inquiry that the cla"s of work 
which had been done was lariTclv responsible 
for the collapse of the building~ An extraordi­
nary amount of sand was used. quite out of 
proportion to the amount \vhich should have 
been used according to the specifications, \Yith 
the Tesult that there was no stabilitv in the 
:-;trurture, and, \\hen it o·ot to a~ certain 
heig·ht, it collapsed. The~ unfortunate part 
was that the individual responsible for it 
was not under the building when it collapsed, 
but the men who carrie·d out his instructions 
vvere. 

:\fr. FERRICKS: It reminds one of the col­
lapse of the building in the picture, "'l'he 
Ten Cornmandm.ents.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I ·<LW that picture in :Melbourne shorth­
before I loft, and after I arriyed in Brisban;, 
the building I refer to collapsed in Mol­
LounJC\ whPre the picture. • The Ten Com­
mandn1cnts," "\vas being sho"\vn at the time. 
A great breakwater was being constructed at 
\Varrnambool, and the evidence at the inquirv 
held into that matt-er disclosed that cemen't 
which had boon condemned was aftorwar'ds 
usod, and a large amount of concrete "\vas 
mixed in a way which was not in accordance 
with the specifications. The concrete was 
poured into the sea, and there wore no 
proper safeguards to prevent the whole break­
water from being washed awaY. I do not 
want to infer that there are n,";t contra<-tors 
who .are just as honest and straightforward 
as any other body of men. In connection 
with. my experi':'nce in the Department of 
Pubhc Works m workers' dwellings and 
workers' homes sub-dep.artmen.ts. we have 
.contractors who ar·e doing excellent work, 

[Hon. JJ.i. J. Kirwan. 

and who require very little supernswn; 
, .. ·hereas, on the other hand, we have indi­
viduals who have to bo watched, and the 
in .poet or has almost to sit on the job to get 
o'atisfaction .. But we have a method of 
cli1t1inating that class of contractor. 

:i\Ir. Knw: I suppose that contractors are 
not tbc onl~v n1cn who do wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I wppc,e that w loug as the human mce 
lasts \VO will g·ct this unfortunate type of 
indi-... idual, ,,~hethel' he is a C'Ollllllcrcial nuln 
or eyen a politieian. They seern to exist 
aruong aH sections of the con1n1unity. there­
fore I do not wish mv rcfC'renco this after­
noon to be con..;;trncd tO 1TIP1Ul that contractors 
as a bo(ly ar·u a gang of scoundrels. I wvuld 
not :--ugge~t that. but I snggcst that the con­
tract ~YStC'ln gi ,-cs eneourage1nent and an 
opPning to an unscrtlpnlons indivi·dual to do 
Lht ·,C' things. 

:\Ir. :\loRGA::\: ::'\ot under proper supor­
\-islon. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PFBLIC \VORKS: 
In the crtrlv davs of the work in connection 
with the 1\ldropolitan \Vater Supply and 
8Pweragc Board, a nun1bcr of contracts -...vcro 
let ancl thrown np. The contractors found 
that the\ 'ven~ unabl0 to c..1n·~~ out the con~ 
tract·'· ,;s the\ ml't with difficulties which 
they did not anticipate. 

:\h. H. :i\I. HrssrLL: Owing to wrong data 
being proYided. 

The SECRETAH.Y FOH. P'CBLIC WOHKS: 
I clo not know what the reason V'<lS. but I 
would point out to the hon. uwmber for 
Toon1bul that it goes to prove that even an 
0xpert cannot be relied upon. \Y c hear a 
lot to-dav to the effect that we should dismrss 
the pre~ent :\Ietropolitan \Vater Supply _and 
Sew-erage Board and hand the operatlons 
over to experts ; but I do not know that 
those people are more infallible than t~c 
ordinarv members of the board, and therr 
blundcrLs and mistakes :;:.ometin1c, run 1nr;:; 
a great d0al of 1noney. 

I think it. was the hon. member for 
Toowong who suggested that the Government 
should display some fore,ight in ~he s~le~tion 
of site, for schools and other pubhc bmldmgs. 
I find no fault with that very excellent 
suggestion, but I think that, to a largo extent, 
somC' of the delav which occurs now in 
obtaining sites aris.es from the lack of fore­
sight in previous Gov0rnn1ents. For ~nstance. 
in the horr. member's own electorate, at 
Anchcnflov er. a thickly populated closely 
~.ettled district, no block of land can be got 
suitablP for a public school which is 
urgently required, and I do not see any 
prospect of getting that very necessary site 
except by ramming some of the excellent 
areas already built upon. It is trne that the 
site of the late Sir. Thomas Mcilwraith's 
residence was under offer, but I think the 
hon. member for Toowong will be fair 
enough to admit that the Government were 
not justified in paying the price which was 
asked. I do not know anything about the 
school at \Vest Toowong to which the hon. 
member also referred; but I would like to 
say that the Department of Public Instruc­
tion moves first in these matter, and selects 
the site, and then the Department of Public 
vVorks comes in and erects the "C.hool. 

The hon. member also made a complaint 
about the manner in which the Treasury 
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Buildings had been painted. I have not 
heard anything about it, but I will make 
inquiries. 

J\1r. l\IAXWELL: It is the appearance I 
referred to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC vVORKS: 
I know the hon. member is a tradesman, 
and, if he makes a statement of that kind, 
it is certainly entitled to some inquiry. I 
um not going to say that probably he is 
justified, but I realise that he is a leading 
man in tbis dass of work in the city and 
I do not think h., would make a stat~ment 
unless he believed that he was justified as 
-:tn honourable 1nan in doing- so. 

:"io·.,- I am not going to be so soft with 
the hon. member. He had a good deal to 
say about the cost of a school in the elec­
torate of the hon. member for vYide BaY. 
He got to •,mrk, probably at double pressm;e 
·md ,omehow or other made out that th~ 
school cost £175 per square. I have to 
mform the hon. member that he is very far 
wrong m his calculation. He mav have 
arrived at that result beco.use he was not in 
possession. of all the facts. It just shows 
the rw~c"Ity for. hon. member:, to put thcm­
>'eh·es m posse.,sron of all the facts on which 
they base their conclusions before making 
such statcmPnts. H c e\ idcntly bttsed his 
conclusion on the fact that in mv reul· 
t" .. the question by the ha,;,. member for 
\\I de Ba;;, I said that the school was 
21 feet by 18 feet. I would like to add 
that tlwre is a Yeranda 47 feet b.·.- 8 feet and 
the usuttl outhouses and furniture, and, when 
-the whole thmg IS calculated out. the cost 
of the school was not £175 per SC]uare but 
£81. ' 

Reference has been made by more than one 
member representmg countrv constituencies 
to the I;ecessity for. so1_11e en'couragement of 
parents m com;try distncts who are prepared, 
at some sacnfice, and possibly at some cost 
t~ themselves. to do something in the erection 
o, therr own schools. 

Since I have bc0n :Minister the people in 
Yarr~us coun~ry distrj~ts have said, "You 
PI:onde us With the wrre and posts, and we 
Will erect the fence." In everv instance we 
have_ done that. Every encouragement will 
be. grven, particularly to countrv school com­
mittees. ~ ~-e.alise that those as'saciated with 
school act.rntws m the country arc scattered 
O\¥er a. wrde area, and have not very rnuch 
spare tm1e for tl_remsel Ws. If they are pre­
~~arcd to organrse a- " 1.vorking bee " on 
~a.turda,1· afternoon or on a public holidav 
In the Illtcrests of School children manv of 
who_m arc compelled to ride to 'school on 
pome<, then their action should be com­
mendec!. They arc ~ great deo.l luckier than 
the children were m mv time when they 
could use. only :' shanks::,s pon;." rrhat is 
another rllustrahon of the onward march 
under a Labour Government. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ::VlEMBER: You ride in a 
tnotor-car no-\Y. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORK3: 
I am not a <hamcd of the fact that I ride 
in a moto1·-car. If I have won mv way 
to the position of a Minister of the ·crown 
in. my own native State, I have won it 
fairly and squarely and by hard work and 
hard work only. At one period before 
schools could be erected in anr district it 
was necessary for the people 'to subscribe 
one-fifth of the cost. That condition is 

wipPd out, and it 'vas a very excellent move 
forward. great deal ·of encouragernent ha~ 
been giYen to struggling selectors requiring 
~chool:-. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXER: An· you not sug­
gesting going back to it in another form? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: 
No. I a:n not going to allow the hon. 
g·entl0man to suggest that the department 
i::.. treating· conntr,;. di:;tricts any 'vorsc than 
an.: preyious GoYPrntncnt. I <1111 prepared 
tu sav that coun:;·v districts arc bf'ing 
treated a great deaf better now than they 
'.Yf'rc under any previous Goyernment. The 
J'Ublic spirit manifc .tcd b:·. parenio, not only 
ill country centres but in the metropolitan 
area and cities like Maryborough, Rock­
hampton, Bundaberg, Toyynsville, and other 
large centres, and their general attitude m 
org;anising fete'", etr'" for the improvement 
of the school grounds by providing swim­
ming pool:', in laying down cricket pit?hes, 
football grounds, and tennis courts, is to 
be highly commendcd. The parents gene­
rally are to be congratulated on sup­
porting a.ny n1oYc, vvhether by subscription 
oe voluntary 1York, which will improve the 
sdwol for their ba,·s and girls and make 
t.hcm better men and women ph;yoically. 

Re fcrence has been made bv the hon. 
m ern ber for Bowen, the hon. ;,1cmber for 
Hockhampton, and other hon. members to 
the necessit:.- for a special loan for the pur­
pose of dealing with the requirements of 
am· educational s 1·stem in the direction of 
more 'chools, and' in the direction of bring­
ing the old schools np to the standard that 
i' expected in accordance 1rith the latest 
ideas of the department. I remember read­
ing· the remark made by an ex-Jilinister for 
Prlblic Instruction in New South Wales, Mr. 
Flruntnell, when being attacked on the floor 
o! the House in a somewhat similar fashion 
I:·J the wa3· !hat I am being assailed to-day. 
about the ino.ttention of the department to 
t!IP requirements of public schools, not only 
in the ;:ity but aiso in the country, when he 
stated that, if Parlianwnt would give him 
a special loan of £2.oon,ooo, he would under­
take to so.tisfy the requirements of hon. mem­
bers. I believe that, if I were granted 
£500.000 to bring our public sc.hool system 
ric:ht up to date by providing tho'e schools 
that arc rf•quired and renovo.ting and alter­
ing the old h·pe of buildings, I would be 
able to place our educational establishments 
on up-to-do.te lines. Only the other day l 
L·ead of an incident in Victoria-where they 
ha1·e a farmer for Premier-of a school 
teacher falling throu~h the floor of the 
school when giving a lesson. You see, Mr. 
\'ooper, that even in a State like Victoria, 
which is continually being quoted for our 
sp<' .. ·ial edification, instruction, and <'mula­
tion, we have a school teacher falling 
through the floor of her school when carrying 
out her '-'ark. That is an indication of the 
state of the public schools in Victoria. 

The hon. m'ember for TownsYille ma-de 
reference to ihe advisnbility of the depart­
ment giving some consideration to the im­
portant question of the installation of septic 
tanks in large schools of the type of IV est 
End school. Townsville. That is a matter 
of g-reat importance. I realised the import­
ance of the advocacy of the hon. member 
from the health point of view of the cl.lildren, 
and, if money were available, nothing would 
give me greater pleasure than to install this 

Hon. M. J. Kirwan.] 
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system m euch schools outside the metro­
politan ar'ca. 

Mr. FARRELL: There arc some very large 
schools in Rockhampton which might also 
bo eDnsidcred in that respE·ct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·woRKS: 
The hon. member for Rockhampton also 
stresses -i:-Tle necrs~itv for sirnilar action at 
Rockhampton \vhcn • this policy is inaugu­
rated. 

The hon. m<•mbcr for Toowong had some­
thiug to saY on the , xcc>ssive cost of additions 
to the Roma Street Police Station, and added 
that ihe Govermnent were not justifie-d in 
rnaking those additions beeau5e before very 
lo1L.; <~ no-..v {__-L'lJirnl rn.ihorav station n1ust bo 
cTl'~ted in :\'larkct sqnarc.' ·when the hon. 
gentlcn1an made that statrn1'ent the staterncnt 
of hon. gentlemen opposite about the poli­
tical control 1vhic.h has existed in our raihvay 
s \stern since the Govcrnrneut. can1e into 
[;Owt-r alw came to my miud. \Yheu I look 
at th·~ Central raihY<lY ~tation, tho Ips,vich 
railway ::-tation, and other railv;ay stations, 
I ask myself the question. " vY as the 
engineer who designed such bnildings worthy 
of his profesoion in putting those buildings 
on tlwir rwesent sites, or is their position 
dne to the political iobberv that was ram-
pant. at th0 time?" · ~ 

The TE:\1POTIAR Y CHAIR::\IA:.;- : Order ! 
Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I would point ont to the hon. mcmbPr for 
Toowong that £2.000 of tho additional cost 
of the \York at the Roma Street barracks was 
rcndt:'red necc~sary through the action of the 
contractor whD cc,nstrnctcd the original 
building. Insicad of putting the foundations 
of the wall facing Turbot street to the depth 
ho sho:lld haYe done. he onlv sunk it a few 
feet, a11d, w,~1en the alt.cratiolls \Yerc r~ntered 
upon, it was found necessary tci ~pond £2.080 
to put that wall in a s,lfc condition before 
proceeding with the additional a.ltoratians. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Contract \York again ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hem. momhc•r for Burkc complained of 
some foreman taking men off a job to carry 
out a small Job elsewhere. I hope that, if 
anything of that nature co;ncs within th0 
knowledge of hon. members on either side 
of the Chamber. they "ill lot mo knov; of 
it. and I will have the matter invcc.tigated. 
If the statement is fonnd to be correct, that 
man -will be rcli0Ycd of his positiG 1, and 
replaced by a man who knows how to handle 
his 1ncn and carry out the \vork. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not think YOu c'm do 
it. (Opposition laughter.) • 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I have' had some difficultv alreadv. :\ot 
very long ago I dismi,. cd a- careta.ker for not 
attending to his dut··, and inside a couple 
of days no less than four hon. member, came 
to se-e me. 

Mr. MORGAX: V;hat happened? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl.~BLIC WORKS: 
That man 'vas dismissed. So far as I a1n 
concerned, it does not matter whctlwr it is 
a caretaker, a watchman. a foren1nn on a 
job. or any other individuaL if he doc3 not 
do his duty, then he will go out. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The hon. member for East Toowoomba 

referred to the wireless station. ·what hap-

f Flan. 111. J. J{irwan. 

pence! there? The foreman, in the exercise­
of his clLtty. and quite \\ ithin his rights. 
dismi"ecl two labourers for what he con­
sidered improper \vorlc The remainder of 
the labourers held a meeting and demanded 
the reinstatement of those two individuals. I 
certainlv gave those two men a hearing, 
and I 'also gave the foreman a hearing, 
and I determined that tho foreman was right 
and I stood behind him. 

2\lr. 2\lOORE: What did you do with him~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOEKS: 
Hc· is there. and was promoted recently. 
The two men went out and remained out. 

\\"ith r.•gard to the statements made by 
the hon. memb0r for Enoggera, the hon. 
member rose in his usual way and suggest<"'! 
that quite recently an inquiry was held into 
a matter of " graft'" in connection with the 
Department of Public \Vorks. The hon. 
member did not choose to give tho recom­
mendations of the Committee of Inquiry, 
hut he took advrtntage of his privileges as 
a member of this Chamber and suggested 
that a certain offic;,r of the department was 
guilty of ·• graft." Imn1cJiatcly suspicions 
were aroused that the buying vvas not as it 
should be. A Committee of Inquiry was. 
appointed by the Public Senico Commis­
sioner at the request of the Minister con­
cerned. Following upon its inquiry, that. 
cornr11ittcc rnadc certain recommendations, 
and those recommendations were carried out. 
In no part of its report was there a definite 
statement that any officer of the public 
scn-ice had bc"n guilty of "graft.'" The 
principal person concerned has lost his 
position. 

:11r. KERR: \\~hy? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Because the Public Servi~e Commissioner, 
in the rcmganisation of the department, 
found there was no further \York for him. 

Mr. KERR: You know perfectly well that. 
is carnouflagc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I made a suggestion to the hon. member. 
He is not game to say thrt t outside this 
Chamber, and give the individual concerned' 
a u opportunity to defend himself. 

Mr. KERR: All I ask is that the hon. 
gentlPman shall give us all facts in regard 
to the inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FOE PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member haa taken advantage sf 
his parliamentary privilege by stating what. 
is not true-\vhat is gathered from street­
corner go~sip. 

::\Ir. KERR: Tell us all about it. 

l\Ir. :.;-oTT: Give us the details. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"GBLIC WORKS: 
I \vill give the details to the hon. member, 
and he rna v not then be so " cockv '" as ho· 
is now. 'i'hc hon. member for Enoggera 
may haYc clone this thoughtlessly. but I put 
it to him. is it fair to take advantage of 
his 110 -ition in this Chamber? 

Mr. KERR: It is not, but I have not clone 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS· 
The hon. member ma<lc a definite charge 
of " graft." I had nothing to do with the 
inquiry. 

:\fr. KERR: What started it? 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
The matter was handed over to the Public 
Service Commissioner. I had nothing to do 
with it, as it is not within my province. 
Possibly the hon. member will take advan­
tage of the matter to attack my name. I 
handr;d it m·er w the Public Service Commis­
sioner. who had an inquiry made and who 
~ubmitted the report of the Committee of 
lnquir,Y to me. 

Mr. KERR: \Yhat did you hand oYer? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The matter of an investigation into certain 
buying by the dcpartlncnt. 

I>Ir. KERR: Tell us the facts? What was 
the buying? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \\'ORKS· 
The investigabon had reference to the 
buying of linoleum, silky-oak timber, pine 
of a first-dass quality for joinery work. 
" Keystone" galvanised iron, and cement. 

Mr. KERR: :.Jothing else? 
[4.30 p.m.] 

The SECRETARY lcOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
~:o. There is the report of the Public Ser­
vice Commissioner of the inquiry. As I told 
the hon. member fm· Toowong. I tell the 
hon. mPnlber fDr Enoggcra, and any member 
of ihe Or1wsition or any member on this Ride, 
that he can inspect the papcrc> at the ofllco of 
tbe Departm0nt, of Public vY orks a.ud get 
all the information hr' requires. 

l\1r. KnR · \Yhat cansed vou to hold the 
in n"'7tiga t ion? ~ 

IVIr. KELSO: Did you have any sll:=;pi~louc.;? 

Tlw SECRET '\RY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
Somf' time ago the Stato Stores I3oarcl was 
esrablished to do the buving in C)nnPction 
\Yith all Government -dei}artn1ents, but the 
Department of Public \Vorks, und•cr '1 special 
urrangcment. vvas allowed to du a ~ert·1in 
amount of buying, as it ·was felt that the 
officers concerned would bo bet tu qua iifiPd to 
do that bu:ying- than thl~ Stat0 Storf'~ Board. 
That va' a rccommendation-r, JL of my pre­
decessor. Mr. Smith, nor of his immediate 
predC<:('s-or, ;\lr. ThcodorC> nor of rm ;nif­
but of the Public Service C'ommission::r,-and 
the officer to whom the hon. c-;entkman 
•·eft'rrecl to-dav was not selected bv anv 2\lin­
ister. As a" matter of fact, ne ,;,LS an 
inspector in the outside construction work of 
the department. where he was doing gcod 
work. and he v;as specially rcConlnteudt'rl by 
Mr. Storv to do the important work of buy­
ing fo1· the D0partment of Public \'\orke. 

Mr. KEnR: You would say 'lnythin!>· 
l\fr. P.HNE (to Mr. Kerr): Yo•1 would say 

anything. You ought to apologise. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
I do not want to mention any name,, I 
have not done so, bnt ha ye given the 
infonnation a::-kcd for. rrhc hon. gcntlmnan 
challengc•s my statem0nt. If he does not 
bclie>c me. itnd if he thinks that I am mis­
leading this Committee. I resent the clirty 
insinuation and cnst the in~inuation back in 
his face. and I l•'ll the hon. gentleman to go 
to the Public Service Commissioner and h" 
"ill get. c Jafirrnation of wh~Lt I ha Ye ~tatcd. 

J\lr. KEPR: I have asked vou what caused 
the investigation, and you "do not seen1 l·o 
kno\v. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS; 
\Yhat caused the investigation was certain 

information ,uppliccl by the State Stores 
Board. 

:\1r. KERR: \\-h,<' did you get an officer 
sccondPd from the Auditor-Gencra.l's Depart­
tnC'nt to hold the inquiry? 

::\:Ir. H iRTLEY: \Yhy ,c]id you make a dirty 
insinuation? 
Th0 SECRET .\J1Y FOR PUBLIC vYORKS: 

\Vllf'n a charge i'l n1a\lc ngains~- a public 
ofllcer holding a position of trust-m thrs case 
more than a po, ition of trust-a posttron 
whr>rc ht: bought largely. and \Yhcrc he dealt 
\Yith firrns in this citv. not iu pounds or hun­
dreds of nound~ but ~n thousands and hventy 
thon~and~-an in[luin· has to be held. and 
as soon as an~T susi)ic:ion can1e to rrlP t~at t~1e 
buyino' of that man wa, challenged. 111 fan·­
ncss t'; him and to the people who made the 
suggestion. and also to protect th~ interests 
of the D0partment of Pub he \I orks. the 
Public SPrYire Con1n1issioner \VRS rmmedi­
atel;- approached-he was the .proper ,man to 
appr1aeh-ancl asked .to appOint a C_ornnut.­
tee of Inquir,·. He d1d s'?· He appomted a 
gcntlPman from the Aud1t Department and 
oue of his own officers, and they canw ov0r to 
the DepQrtrnPnt of Pubiie Works .• The 
instructions I p:ave I>Ir. Qmnn. thP L:nder 
Socr0t,lrv. ,,~a.p:_ that every a~~istanct• \Yl.S to 
be gi,·C'n. this Con1n1ittec of Inquiry to probe 
this matter to the bottom. 

:\rr. KERR: \Vhat matter? 
The SECRETAH.Y FOR PL:BLIC' WORKS: 

The' lmying of the articles that I have men­
tioned. 

Mr. E):RR: You do not grasp it. 
:\Ir. PAYXE: You \Youlcl 'ay anything. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC \YORKS: 
I am sur<' that, if I appeal to hem. membe_r;; 
of this Chamber. 99 p0r cent. of them wrll 
admit that I have made a. fair statement of 
the cast. Th0•· • .-ill reaEsc thP position I 
am in. This man has lost his position. 

lVIr. KERR: I am not concerned with the 
rnan. I a1n con'-11 rn0d as to why the inYcsti­
gation took plar<•. 

2\Ir. I'AYXE: You ha.-c not sufficient brains 
to understand the position. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The inv0etio-ation 'MLS held because it was 
all~ged thatthis particular buyer wa~ paying 
more than he should pay. 

l\Ir. KERR: Did he do so? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC VIORKS: 
According to the report submitted, the 
Public Service Commissioner went fully mto 
the matter. I do not want any hon. men1ber 
to go awav from this Committee and say that 
I have .,:;thhPlcl anything or tha.t I have 
tried to shield any person. 

I have been pprfcctly frank in the whole 
mattN. I state again that the reason why 
the investigation was held and the Pubhc 
Service Co-rnn1i.s:-::ioncr was request.,,:-d to 
appoint a Committee of InCJuiry to inyesti­
rate certain matters was due to the fact 
thflt a suspicion had arisen that the buymg 
of t.he Department of Public \V01:ks W";S n~t 
bcin" conducted in the manner m Which Jt 
should be conducted. 

Mr. KERR (Eno!J(JC1'a): I want to pay a 
little attention to the Minister's remarks. 
He ha.s told the Commitke that a suspicion 
arose in connection with the buying in the 
Department of Public Works. This is the 

Mr. Kerr.i 
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position as I know it: A special investiga· 
tion was rr1ado because of a suspicion, as 
~tated by the ::\Iini~t·<>r. Subsequently an 
ofliccr from the Auditor-General's Depart­
ment was obtained to investigate the matter. 
I do not know the rc,ult of his report, but, 
when the ro12ort wac finally brDught out, 
the result Df It was that the services of the 
head official. concerned in this buying were 
dispcnsocl w1th. I do not know anything 
personally about the gentleman concerned, 
but It 10 common knowledge that the buying 
was not up to what it should be, and tho 
~Iillister could not _nL~\vcr 1ny qucst.ion in 
tnat regard. If the buying was wrong, and 
rho taxpayer \Y .1.l footing the Bill in con­
nection with it, surely th;s Committee is 
en11tlcd l·O know the result of the investi­
gation! The holi. member fDr Toowong asked 
that ,the papers be placed on the table, 
but tney haYo not been tabled yet. 

A GOYERK}!EKT ::\IE:IIBER: iYhy '? Is it so 
that you can start· a persecutiDn? 

::\lr. KERR: I am entitled to a,k that 
the papers be placed Dn the table. It is 
no good the :!\1inister trying to vilify me in 
rho performance of my dur.ics here. \Vhen 
I ask for the result of the special investi­
gatiOn, wlnch lS acknmdcdged b-, the 
Minister ~,0 ,have taken place, why does he 
get m to a_, tms heat m regard to the mattcr 1 
Surely there is something behind it ! 

::\Ir. HARTLEY : You made a straight-out 
statc1nent th~t. there was '· graft." You 
should prove it nDw. 

M1·. KEHR: I said the allegations 
an~ounted to a charge Df "graft." The 
Munster cl1d not mention the matter of the 
gravel, aml I would ask him to imestigate 
the que· twn of gravel in connection with 
the hoc pi tal. 

:\Ir. 1-IAHTLEY: \Yhy don't you make a 
straight-out charge? 

:\h. KERR: The hon. member need not 
bandy \vords with me. I could say a great 
deal Irwro about that matt.or. I sa0 that the 
allcga tions in connection with the buying 
tcad one_ to dra\Y certain inferences, because 
the serncos of the officer concerned in this 
buying were dispensed with. As for the 
::\IinistN sayin&" that. it was only at the last 
moment that It :vas thought necessary to 
transfer the buYmg to the State Stores 
BDClrd, that nwtter was never mooted in 
the first instance, and was not included in 
the im-c~tigation. The allegation was that 
th9 buyn~g· wa~ not right, and that the 
[Hiccs paid for goods, for which t-he tax­
payers have to find tho mono~-. were higher 
than the~v could be bought for by anyDne 
ehe_ iv hy arc wo not entitled at this 
stage to ask the Government what is behind 
this" If dtscrepancics have occurred in the 
Dcpartme:1t of Public \Yorks. is it nDt right 
that Parliament should ask for a confession 
of the whole of the facts? I do not know 
whether. the. ::\linister is au fait with the 
whole s1tuatwn. The allegations are t-o the 
effect that there is more in the matter than 
the transference of the buving business to 
the St.ate St?res ~oard. 'That was Dnly 
the last cons1perahon. It was so serious 
that 1\fr .. Story, when asked about the 
mveshgatwn. brought a professional officer 
~rom the Auditor-General's Department .. \Vas 
It to "'e whether the purchasing should be 
handed over to the State Stores BDard? 
The thing is too rirliculom; fDr words and 
I say that t.here is more behind it, ~nd I 

[.!llr. Herr. 

stand up to my words, and repeat that, if 
the :Minister wants more information, I 
,vill give it to him. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat is wrong 'vith giving 
it to the Committee? 

Mr. KERR: I am not going to entertain 
tlH• hon. member. Two Agents-General 
talked abont purchases in the A_crent­
C:cneral's Office. It looks to me as th~ugh 
the same thing occurred in the State under 
this Gon•rnnwnt. I would not know the 
ofliccr concerned if I saw him. I do not 
know him from Adam. I spoke for cnly a. 
few _minutes, and :L~kcd the :\Iinistcr to give 
a fa1r statement of tlw rc'·ult of thj,, investi­
gation. and, rightly or wrongly, honestly o1· 
othorwi>c-and I give tho hon. gentleman 
ali credit for gi\-ing -hhat hP believes is his 
lFnrcst opiniou~the :\Iinistcr replied that it 
was. Inercly a quc~tion of handing- over the 
buymg to the State St< res Board. I do not 
und~1·•.ta·:d it in that \vay, and I hope the 
:\IinistPl' will inn,stigato the matter and let 
th•· Co~<nnittec know \vhat has actually 
occurred. 

I-Iox. \Y. H. BAR:\ES (Wynnwn): After 
the brcez:· interlude we have had, I would 
like to say something about the :\1inister's 
remarks with regard to the controversy 
about the contract and day-labour systems 
and some case•, he quoted. Beiorc eloine so 
I would like to sa'<- that I have Htid too the 
:\linister privatel:v.::_~nd I have never any 
hesitation in saying publicly what I have 
saitl to tlw :\Iinistcr privatol2 , unless it hao 
bren confidential on his side or 1ninc-that 
LIY experience of him has been that he has 
always treated me fairl 0 about local matters. 
The hon. vcntlernan has ahva vs tried to do­
hi; very best to meet the rcqui'i·ements in my 
electorate--and whenever it ho.s been parti­
cula r1y draughty vvhen wo have gone out 
togotht>r-1 arn not going to say that we 
have got "on the spree "-rain has always. 
fallen. (Laughter.) 

The ::\Iinister made some remarks with 
regard to "Jl!IO buildings which were dccid~d 
upon dnnng my term of office a .. Secretary 
for Publi< \Yorks. He trotted cut h':D or 
three \\·orb, one of v.hich \Yas some build­
ings at Uood11a. I think it onlv right to 
sr.y that the policy pursued by me as 
:\linistcr \Ya.s this : \Ye \Yore not wedded 
either to contract m· day labDur, but we 
\YOre wed(h-'d to getting the '\er.)' Le-:t value 
for the motwy of the people of the State. 

0PPOSITIOX 2\IE:IIBER~ : HeQr, hear : 

Ho~. \V. H. BARXES: I think I ha Ye 
dce1lt with the Goodna busin,.s .. before, but 
I shall clcal 'Yith it again. When the first 
tenders canrc in for certain irnprovernents 
at th<• (;ooclna Asvlum we found that thev 
were too high, acc'ording to the estimate of 
tlw department. \Vao I simplv to sit down 
and accept a tender because it happened ·to 
btJ the lowest amongst several? That was 
not my conception of my duty. I had before 
m.: the departmental estimate of the cost. 

I issued instructions that further tenders 
should br· invited in connection with the 
work. Tht• matter is pcrfecth fresh in mv 
rnind to-day. The contracto~·~,, who vver~ 
,-ery busy at the time, put up tl,eir backs 
and sai·d they would not tender at all. One 
or t\vo outsiders did tender. \Yhen I found, 
after the "'cond tenders had been called, that 
they were still dead up against the depart­
ment, there v.Tas only one course for a 
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straight ::Vlinistc'r to follow, and that was to 
carrv out the \York bv dav labour and we 
canicd out the \YOrk 'bv ~lav labo;u:. If I 
were faced with the sarne position again, I 
1vould do {'Xactly the same thing. If I had 
done anything els0. I \vould have been abso­
lutely g-uilty of wasting money. 

Let us go to some other \Yo1·k to which 
rd0rence ha,, been made. I desire to refer to 
it to show that the contract svstem some­
tinlcs is highly advantageous to 'the Govern­
ment. T refer to the State Inqnance build­
ing. \Yhat lrapperwd there~ Firoc of all, 
tenders \YCr<' called for the foundation. That 
W<Jrk "as canied out. Sub,·cqucntly oth0r 
tender~ vYcrc invited for th0 construt_tlon of 
the building. The lowest t('ndcr-I am speak­
ing l:'ubject to C01Tcction-w8s about £3,000 
hlglwr than the cstitnatc [urnisbcd by the 
depa Hment. I recommended the Cabinet to 
tH·Ct'pt the lov.'c·,,t t0nd0r. bccau~f1 'iYe \Ycrc 
tlH'll on the eYn of trouble \'.'hi('h scented 
likcl::; to accn~e in connection with building 
~·"m rall~.·- If '·· c had not accepted that 
t<'n<lcr, tbe building would ha\'c co't £50,000 
mor0 than it did cost. I saY that dc•liher­
atc~y .a~ an ex<~finistcr. I beiicYc in calling 
for rcndPrs. S.iutpl:v bccaugc a ~linistC'r 
b€' 1 ie\·,'f' in a ccrtaiu thing. hP has no right 
wilfullv to tht·o'v awaY the nlOHPY of the 
people. '"hen he belicy~-,, that .El nli"take is 
bein~ 1nadc. Let n1c drav.' attention to 
another fact. \Ye hayc !ward a good deal 
from tlw l\Iinistcr about daY labom:. I want 
to usk him >Yln· lw doe< n:Jt trot out lmilrl­
ings \vhcrc 0xircme pricer~ h:-tYO been paid 
be uu~c ihcy <Jl'P plH"uinrc the day-labour 
polic-. The other dav we \\ere informed of 
a m1all conn,nicncc ,_,·hich cost £120. The 
:\Iini~trr can rorrcct 111f' if I an1 'Yronp:. If 
he would onlY tell us of tire work that has 
co..-1- an ex.cPss·j-..--o price instPa.d of picking out 
jobs as he has to-day--

Thn SE~-'RET.\R\' FOR Pl~llLlC' \YORKS: I [llTI 
llot going- to prove yonr case. 

Hox. W. H. 13ARXF:S: I ~m not suggc-t­
ing that. IIe Ira- pil'kccl out certain builCJ­
iiJft>::. to proy~ his ca'>0. I hayc not the 
ath·antage of being able to peruse the books 
'lf tire department, but I -,, nture te> sa' that 
'f'OJI1t1 tin1cs cxtren1c ratt)s ar0 paid as the 
result of the day-labour polic::, and one 
\m!llcl more than counterbalanro the other. 
I do not want to be personal, but if the 
:\Iinistcr, like myself. had a job to do. !rC' 
woultl not hayo it done under the dav-labour 
svstem. He would ha Ye the contract, S\''tem. 
\'\"e han• e,-idence that sonwhmY or otli,er the 
GoYcrnmcnt arc not fullv wedded to their 
own po1icy. ~ 

Tlw :\Iinister incidontallv mentioned 
workers' dwellings. If ari:: contractor 
attempts to take down the person for whom 
he is working, or attempts to hke down 
the department, it is the clear duty of the 
Minister, if he knows of it, to say, "I am 
going to ban' nothin(l more to do with that 
person"; and it would be our duty to stand 
b: him. \Ve have no right to stand up for 
a man who does jerry work. The construc­
tion of \vorkcrs' dwe!Engs is carried out by 
contract to-day. 

:\11-. CoLLIXS: Individual m, nership comes 
in there. 

Hox. VI'. H. BARXES: I am surprised 
to heo.:· the hon. member speak in that way, 
for It rs the Gm·ernrncnt who have the lend­
ing of the money. 

The :\1inister made reference to Govern· 
ments of the past. I want to deal with 
the Government of the present. 

ThP SECRET\RY FOR LABOT:R AXD Ixnl:STRY: 
An cffcnesccnt GoYernment. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: It is well to be 
self-satisfied. but it is often found that snlf­
sati,faction prec0dcs a mighty fall. 

0FP0 . ..::-1TIO::\ }IE31BE11S: f-TNtr, hPnr: 

:\11'. COLLIXS: There wos a might·-· fall in 
1915. 

Ho:-;. \Y. H. DARXES: We arP dealin£( 
,-ith tlrP Dc>1artment of Public \Vorks 
of to-day, and i10t of 1915. 

i\Ir. CosTEI.LO : The eountl'"· is paying for 
it to-day. · 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR::'-iES: I have onl.v to 
take the lcttcl' which I. as well as other 
hon. m0mbcr:. have rcceiYed from the Pre­
mie-r lolling us that \Ye arc to go slo\Y. 

The :: Iinif'ter has spoken o£ an arf'a of 
ground for building pm·poses not being what 
it ohould be. I repeat that eYery time the 
lifinister has been abl0 to help mo he has 
h0lpNl me. but. notwitlrsta:Jding that wo arc 
face to face to-da: with a position at :\fan!:;, 
a cl i;.;.t rict 1\'hlch everT,: hon. DlC'ITtber kno1vs 
is gro\Ying--v•:hcrc '"r-' haYc a ~n1a1l arut of 
ground and tlw opJlOrtunit:- presents it..self 
of doing som0thing, we cannot do it. Th0 
;-;~tn1e rurnnrk a11plies in r0gard to \\Tynnum. 
Tlrc reason for that arises from the fact 
that the GoYcrnrncnt haYe been too prodigal. 

The SI:CRUAllY FOR PLBLIC \YoRKS: Oh! 
Oh! 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: Thev ha Ye wasted 
rnonc.,_"~ iu cn:·ry direction, alld, \vhen the 
occasion arise-. to do necessary things for 
our child life, they cannot do it. 

l\fr. H.\RTUcY: Did not vour Government 
throw open all the Crown' lands? 

The TK'\IPORARY CHAIR::\IAN: Order! 
Order ! 

Hox .. \'1. H. RAR:'-JES: The ::\linister made 
rderencc to the fact that thoro '•' as a tim<'l 
when contributions had to be made by the 
people for new schools. The hon. gentleman 
is ]Wrfcctl:. correct: but drd he not alw 
sav that tho Govcrnn1cnt to-clav VYcre scC'long­
to~ ('llCOtll'age people to gjve t~n1c, iron. and 
other thintr,; so that the' might e1·ect schools? 
I am not blaming the Governm<'nt for 
doing that.. for it is a good thing to do. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC \0\"oRKS: That 
wa:=:. h1 co11ncdion ·yyjth s'·dmnTing pools, and 
such like. 
Ho~. \Y. H. D~l,.R::'-iES: I want to makn 

another str.tcmcnt in rcfcr0nce to which prob­
e bly no hon. member 1e·i!l agree with m_e. 
There has been too great a tendency 1r1 

Queensland to construct schools and every 
possible kind of thing, but it would be better 
for Queensland if more independence WC'l'€ 

displaved. Manv of us were delighted the 
othe•· · dav when' we read of the splendid 
gift ~that 'has been made for a "ite for the 
UniHrsih-. l\Ian·.- of us realise that the 
thoughts 'of peopl~ are proceeding alor_Jg the 
right lines when they desire to help rn the 
erection of school buildings ,rhich will stand 
as a lasting monument to them. Such con­
tributions of moneY ,could be splendid, and 
no Government should refuse to accept anv 
such gift. When hon. members hear the 
Minister trot out. as he did to-day, single 
cases, when they know that there are others 

Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes.] 
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largely the other way, they are inclined 
to the opinion that there is something behind 
the whole of the argument of the genial 
Minister. 

Jlr. KIXG (Logfln): The Leader of the 
Oppo>ition asked for wme information which 
t·hP :\Iinister has not yet supplied. 

:!\fr. :\IAXWELL: \Yhat about the discrepanc,y 
I mentioned? 

The SECRI<:TARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
(Ho11. :'>I. J. Kirwan, Bri.<l)(lne): I am sorry 
I 0verlookcd the question of the Leader 
oi UtP Opposition. The iten1 "Con·-,ideration 
:.lone'\· " refer.;; to a site selected bv the 
Department of Public Instruction foe a school 
at. K nl pi, w.hieh has been purchased by 
thi' Dq:•artmcnt. The >ame remarks also 
apply to a site at Yoerongpilly. I thank 
the hon, rncmb0e foe Logan for his reminder. 

r_rhc hon. mcrnb('r for Too~.vong is evidently 
not .'atidicrl, and is thirsting for more infor­
mation. The hon. member particularly 
diredc rl hi> remarks to the Roma street 
police barracks. 

lllr. M.U\\'ELL: No-the discrepancy_ 
bch,-ccJ th1' estimate and the cost of the 
work. 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. rnetnber n1ust rcali~e that the 
Departnwnt of Public \V orks was consider· 
ably handicapped in carrying; out t.hat job, 
inasnmch as it had to carry out the work 
aud at the ~;an1c tin1e pay so1ne regard to 
the ronvPnicnC'e of the 111en living in the 
barracks-particularly to the police on night 

<lilt>", who had to sleep during the daytime. 
If the department could have transferred 
the whol" of th<:' p<1lico force from those 
barracks, it \\ >uld hc.ve been able to carry 
out. the work much better and much cheaper. 

:!\Ir. ?.I.\XWELL: That did not occur with 
the Treasury Building and the Hamilton 
Cold Stores. 

Go VERX11EN1' :\1E1!BERS : Oh, be satisfied. 
Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

SER\'ICES-Pl'BLIC BUILDI:-i'GS. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1JBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. :\I. .J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to 
Inove-

" That £43,900 be granted for ' Ser-
vices-Public Buildings.'" 

There has been a decrease of £500 in " Rents 
for Public Offices," and an increase of £1.500 
in "\Vat.er Rates," due to having to connect 
the various buildings with the water and 
sewerage scheme. There is an incueased 
amount for " Cleaning (Metropolitan Dis­
trict)" of £500, due to increases in rates 
of wages and to having to ,mako allowance 
for recrc'ation lcayo, and an increase of £50 
for fire insurance, making a t.otal increase 
in the vote of £1,550. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES (W11nnum): I draw 
attention to what must strik'e anybody visit­
ing our public buildings-and more particu­
~arly the Treasury Building. The interior 
B 111 a tcrrrblc stato of disrepair, t.he lino­
lr'mJ and that sort of thing is in a dis­
reputable c0ndition, and it looks as if 
something wore wrong with the department, 

[5 p.m.l 
The TE2\IPORARY C'HAIR~L\N: The 

remark' of the hon. memb<'r would bo rnor·e 
appropriate on the next vote. 

[Hon. lV. H. Ban~es. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES: Before sitting 
down I would like to ask the :Minister whv 
it is that the item, ,,. Rent for Public 
Offices,'' is reduc.cd by £500. Thf'n I think 
the Con:tnittco ought to know the Teasons 
wln- some of the items have gone up. The 
itcin " Cleaning (l\Ltropditan District) " has 
g·onc up by £500. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC \I~ORKS: That 
is clue to th1' new a>vard and additional 
I'PCI'I'U.tion l0UY('. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARXES: Then I notice 
tbut tlH' itc'nl (;Electric Current and Tele· 
phonu Hc·Jtuls, £6.000,'' is the same as last 
'car. It -would be intrresting to know 
~\het her £6)000 was spent 1ast year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS 
(lion. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbfln•·): In reply to 
the ho11. g·r.'ntlcman, I »·ould stato that tho 
Tr- ::tsnrY Building is in a state of C'haos. 
ina~muCh as, ,..,-hpn npw offices are available. 
dii'Lcrcnt deparhnenis are being 1110\·c-d into 
the nevv quarters. A whole ~ysten1 of 
rc'<Hrallgemcnt is g0ing on, and I can a~sur0 
the hon. g·entlen1an t.hat. ·wh0n ''"c ~Pt the­
oHi(;ps fixc·d up dPfnnte]y and the <hffer~nt 
dr,pm·Jmcnts moYc.cJ into them and the bmld­
iug c1(~ancd np a::; it will be. }w will h::tve 110 

rC,l"On to <. )11lplain. 

Tht~ dcfTt:t::;;:e in the itt•n1 "Rent for Public 
Ofl1rps" i> due to the fact that the Electoral 
Office used to be in Erlward street, and is 
no\V established in the Treaf'ur~v Building at 
the corner of Elizabl'th ~'tnd Gcorgo str+~cts 
prC'viou:::ly oerupicd by the Governn1C'llt SaY­
irws Dank. Later 011 >Ye hope to place the 
::\lain Road~ Cornmis.·oion in nevv offi('0S on 
College roa<l, and other places '"ill be vacated 
as we n1ake roon1 for the depart1nents 1n the 
nPw building-. The amount asked for in 
connection 'Yith '· Electric Current a11d Tele­
plFme Rental>. £6.000,'' is the same as was 
srwnt last year. 

Itc;m "(Scn·icos--Public Building·s '') 
agtrt:'d to. 

Bl'ILDIXGf'. 

Tho :"RCRET~:\RY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. :\I. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I bog to 
rnove-

"That £121.400 be granted for 'Build­
ings.'" 

There is a. general decrease in this vote 
amounting to £10.650, ma-de up as follows:-

r 'j 
I Increase. Decrease, 

___ . ----------~---;;;- ---£--

General Repairs, &c. . . I 2,000 
Furniture and Fittings, (\"c. i 450 ~ .. 
Conrt Houses, Police, &c., 1 1,000 

Buildings, &c. . 
State Schonl Ruildings, &c. I 
Technk:ll f'ollege and High : 

School Buildings 
Hospital Buildings .. 
Other lluildings, &c. ~,000 

S,100 
1,000 

1,000 

£2,-1ii0 i £13,100 

'I'h~t ·,lw>n a net decrease of £10,650. 

In connection with the school furniture 
mentioned, I would like to state that" owing 
to the destruction by fire of the Government 
workshops at Ips,rich road, the department 
was compelled to let out the making of school 
ft:nc.itnrc to private firms, and we had 
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canother illustration of the glorious and bene­
ficial results of the contract systeh1, because 
we were immediatelv called upon to pay 20 
per cent.. more for school furniture. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Tiou.·cn): I want to draw 
attention to the fact that there is a reduction 
of £LOOO in tho la't year's vote of £10,000 
for "C"ourt Holl'CS and PolicP. Buildings: 
Additions and Improvements." Thcro is ouiy 
£9,000 put down on the Estimates this year 
for the ,,.1101e of Queensland in this regard. 
I r(\prcs0nt a growing electo:atc. and I \Vant 
to drav tht~ ~Ii11ister's attention to tho 
Bo\rc•n coalf-ield, ''"~.ore we ha YO t\YO centres, 
Col1inf'Yille and Scottville~ \Yith a popula-tion 
of a little oYer 1,500. v\' n ha·.·c been asking 
fol' a court hordC' for a fairly long tirnc. I 
hope that wo arc going to get <Jnc. and that· 
provision for it is inclnclccl in this vote of 
£9.000. 

Mr. I'' OTT: YQL1 ought to have a decent 
lmilcling there. 

1\h. COLLIKS : Of ~ourse: bcc'luse we 
ha Ye got a lot of decent people thNP. So 
far wr, ha\~e been 1ble to get along \iithout 
t court house. l hope the court honsc there 
·will be a decPnt Luilding, lwcause n1ost Co­
vcrnrnt'nt buildings are decent nlacc~. This 
j~ a gTO\",ing rentrP, and, nlorc"- than likely, 
will double its population during the next 
thtf'f' years, so that a court hou.Jc ·will be 
required. 

'\Ir._ ::YlAX\YELL (Too,''OII(!): :\'otwith­
'landmg tho curtailment of expenditure in 
[..'iJllile(·tion with court house~ and police 
buildings owing to financial stringency. I 
hopp the Government are not going to hold 
np improYoments to a number of buildings 
which are necr>s::Jarv and the erection of 
buildings which arc required for t.he con­
,-enience of the community. I want to make 
·n:· position clear in connection with. school 
buildings. I say that thev ought to be 
Ncctecl in the places where they are m·gontly 
rcqnircd. There may be son1cthing in the 
arg·ument used by ono hon. member this after­
noon in connection with railwavs having 
£1.000.000 allocated to them for the purpose 

,of carrying out certain work, and he con­
tended that a similar procedure is also neces­
rary in the interests of the D0partment of 
Public Instruction. The vote in connection 
with the education of our children should 
not be starved, and the housino- of those who 
are teaching the children should be attended 
to. ~\ number of te-achers go outside to the 
·country districts and are deprived of the 
comfort' which we enjov in the towns and 
cities, and thev should have anv extra con­
sideration '' hi'ch can be giYen to them. 
There arc lmilr!ings which arc absolutely 
necessary at the present time. I drew the 
l\Tinistcr's attention to some buildino-s 
Nectrd in the \Yido Bay electorate. und~r 
·i!w day-lrrbour system. · 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRl'viA::\: Order! 

Mr. MAXvYELL: I do not want to discuss 
the matter <Ct length, but the info•mation I 
based my calculations on in that connection. 
was derived from the :1\Tinistcr himself. 

The TE::V1PORARY CI-L-\Il\:\1AX: 01·dcr! 
T"hat was fully di•-cmsed on the last vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not want the Min­
_istPr's statr'ment to go without contradiction. 

The TE:\lPORARY CHAIR:\IAX: Order! 

:Mr. KELSO (Tundah): I notice that there 
.arc an1ounts put down in this vob"· for 
cxpE'ndituro in connection with additions and 
i1nproven1ents to . ro_urt houses, adc11~1ons to 
Stat0 school bmldmgs, and addrtwns to 
technical collegH. Of course, we know that 
the· rcYenue is not too plentiful, and we 
must expect that this vote for repairs an_d 
rr·novations 1\hich comes out of revenue, r.s­
g·oing· 10 b~ lees. I should like the IIIinistcr 
tu 1ell me if the Government haye any 
. otJ·led polic!~ in regard tc; additions and the 
other items f ha Ye mentioned. If some of 
1 hr; items which arc put down here as addi­
tions 1.rcrc charg('d to loan, rnoro tnoney 
fron1 reYelme ·would be available for very 
nel_·e.~sarr repair~ and painting. I W 0 u1d be 
out of 'ordcl· in discussing the Loan vote 
L('re, but vdu'n ono finds "radtlitions "-not 
.. renoyations." hut actual .additions-to tho 
ea pi tal ya]ue of schools and other buildin?s. 
I hold 1hat it \'Oulcl be far better to bmld 
a li schools and adclitious OLlt of loan and use 
tht• reYcnne thus rnade avaihble for other 
things. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICl'LTl'RE: \ddi-
tious are built out of lean provided theY,' aro 
JU''\' addition-;, and arc not e1nbodie.d in an 
old building. 

:\Ir. KELSO: I thank the hon. gentleman 
fo1.· 1 he infor1nation. 

Tlw SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC \'\ORKS: For 
in~tance. a uc·,v cl:-.,s:~-rooin is an add-ition 
paid out of loan. but. if you put 5 feet on 
tv a yeranda, it is cha.rgod to rcyc-nue. 

:\Ir. KELSO : The use of the word 
" additions " m contradistinction to the 
word '' irnproYement5" means an addition 
t:o the capital value of a school, court house, 
or other building. I wou~d like to know the 
policy of the department m the matter. The 
::Yiinister will agree that he could spend a 
lot 1nore rnorw~: on repairs and rcnt::wals, 
and I would like him to give me the mfor­
matlon. 

ThP SECRBTAR Y FOR P"CBLIC ·woRKS 
(Hon. :\I. J. Kirwan. Brisbane): ~~new work 
is rharg0d to loan. That 1s to ~ay. If we fDnnd 
it necessary to make an addition to a school 
t:J accommodate thirty or forty scholars­
practically a new class;room-that would be 
charg0d to loan; but, rf we boarded up the 
0ncl of a Yernnda. or a floor \Yas tn a sta~c 
of disrepair and it was necessary to put 111 

a new floor, that would be charged to 
revenue. \Yhere a very small addition is 
made-perhaps, boarding up the end. of a 
\·eranda to form a, porch where the ch1ldren 
maY place their hats-we would not regard 
it as a new work. I think the hon. member 
"·ill gatlwr the policy horn the illustrations I 
haYG given. 

At 5.15 p.m., 
:\lr. ·wEIR (Jiaryborou:;h), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairm~n, relieved :Mr. F. ~-\. 
Cooper in the chair. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES (Trynnwn): It is 
not often that I disagree with the hon. mem­
ber for :I\'undah but I disagree with his 
~tatcmcnt that th~ revenue in connection with 
thi,; yote is not going to be expansive.. I 
beli<,re that, as a result of the new taxatwn, 
there will be a lot of money available. There 
is nothing· more vital to tho community than 
school buildings or imprOY!'ments, yet the 
Government, as a result of their wastefulness, 
haYC reduced the vote from £60,000 to 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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£51,900. There i, an old truism, "As ye 
t3ow, so shall ye reap." \Ve haYc been ~o,ving, 
an-d now we arc reaping, and the unfortunate 
children arc to suffer as a result of tho 
~~F:tping. There is a deC'rcaso in the vote 
"" ever.'' item with the exception of 
"Furniture and Fittings." which sho\vs an 
increase of £450. For "General Repairs," 
etc .. there is a den·ease of £2 000. There is 
a decrease of £1,000 in connection with 
"(\nut Houses and Police Buildings." Is 
it that. as a result of the new liquor law, 
then• will be a le~ser need for police build­
ings': (Laug·htcr.) 

The J\Iinistor made a stat.ement which was 
rPa!lv in an•wcr to tho hon. member for 
::\undah. If my n1e1nory serves me correctly, 
a 1,00d ·dut! o£ the vote in past day, of sane 
govcnnnent can1{} from revenue. It is only 
in these da;-Ts when we are running at such 
a rat" th ·t 've find this kind of thing bap-

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC WORKS 
(Ho11. J. KinYan, Brisbane): The hon. mem­
ber for \\' ~'nnum referred "-ith some pride to 
Qoyerlnncnts of days gone b:,·. I prcsun1e he 
t·cfcrrc·d to the titne when he \Yas Treasur-er 
ancl Secrctarv for Public \Yorks in a Gm-ern­
mcnt that bt{ilt ~chools and carric<l out addi­
tions fron1 reYcnuc. I have 1(1 recollection of 
that GoY('rllnlcnt bei11g rapped acro:-3s the 
knuckles bv tho Anclitor-Goneral wh,•n it was 
found that· they showed a surplus created by 
building- ·,whools out of loan funds iJbtead of 
frorn reYcnne. (Laughter.) 

Hon. V\T. H. B.\RNES: That pro.-es my 
poh1t. 

::\Ir. \V _\.RREi\ (Jbm tun /)(t): The ;Jlinistor 
rcnutrked that the d('\·astating fil'c at the 
"orkshop, in Ipswich road prevented furni­
ture being supplied, 0~nd intin1atcd that it 
\Ya ~ now costing 20 per cent. n1oro through 
being n1a11u£acturcd b~ priYatc enterprise. I 
ch.'siro to roiut out to the bon. gentlcrnan 
that a rural schoc.l in the ::\Iurrumba elec­
torate ha . ..:; bc0u con1pll•ted ~i-x lllouth . ..; and 
the fur11iturc is not there yL1t. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLI~ \\' ORKS : \V hat 
i:-' the narnp of the ,,\·hool? 

:\Ir. WARRE"i\': Tho Caboolture school. 
This building cost £1.400. and has been 
h·ing partially idle. Tho fire at the work­
shops 1nay have been the cau;;;e to sorno 
extent, bnt, through the 111i~takP of son1c 
pcr>on, th""t school ha,; been allowed to 
n~rnain idle a long tirnc. I ask the hon. 
gcntlcn1an to have the n1attor rcn1,-d.icd. 

Tho Minister has mentioned that the 
department has saved monev on the construc­
tion of buildings by the day-labour system. 
I ",\ onld point oqt that on soYcral occasions 
1\-ork is not completed, and employees ha vc 
to come back long distances to complete it. 
Tho mnn had to b~ brought bark to this 
1\0rk from a considerable distance. That is 
an instance· of how the cost of such work is 
increased. If the department would exercise 
cconon1~~ in such directions, n1ore n1oney 
would bo available to overtake the many 
necessary works that arc asked for. 

:Y1r. ROBERTS (East Too1coomba): The 
1\Iinistor attempted to administer a. rebuff 
to the private individual in the matter of 
school furniture. I happen to know something 
about that matter, and it is only right that 
the hon. gentleman should be fair when 
he talks a. bout the cost of such \York. 'Ne all 
know that at the present moment the 
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Government are only using the pri,-atc indi­
\·idual as a mattPr of convenience; but, 
if he was a,surod that a reasonable amount 
of work would be offering on the part of 
the Go,-crnment, pro,-ision >Yould be made 
to enable tenders to be lodged for it. I 
understand that the Ipswich Road '\Vorkshops 
are now almost fully equipped again, and 
that the m achiner3' has been or is being 
replaced. There is ever;t reason, therefore, 
wh,·,· the Minister cannot obtain satisfactory 
prices from the priYate individual. 

I regret the rctluction in the vote with 
t·espcct to school ],uildings. Every hon. 
n1en1bt~r is seized with tho in1portance of 
noces~a ry wol'k to school buildings in his 
particular eloctora te; yet we find that the 
appropriation ackod for is £9,000 less than 
last year. IT ow can we hope to undertake 
the ~York in that direction? The rc~.uJt must 
bo that these public buildings will further 
deteriorate. An honest effort should be made 
to procure money to conscryc the property 
of the Government. 

I frequent!:,- have business to do with_ the 
State' Children Denanment. The furmture 
and iittings th0rc give me a sort of shudder, 
csp<•cially "heu I sac that where the poorer 
pr-oplc haYC' to congregate to rccervo assist­
ance from the Slate--the onlv convenience 
the:; han' for sitting down is" a cleal form. 
I made inquiries, and obtained all sorts of 
answers, but I am uot satisfied. In aH 
GoYprruncnt departn1cnt~ cushionf'd .;;;cats, 
such as we have hero, arc provided for the 
public. In that one place alone the tone 
of the place should be alt0rcd. On behalf 
of the women and children "·ha are forced 
to go to that dcj1artmont, I nppeal for better 
Eurnitnn• to be placed in the waiting room. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla): I wish to draw 
the attention of the J\linister to the school 
building at Tal,_,·ood. When that building 
,, as built galvanised iron was very dear. 
and a shing!t' roof was placed upon it. The 
shingles have discoloured the water, which is 
verv black in colour. I have had the water 
amll:. sed. an cl it is not fit for drinking pur­
pose's. The children, who travel long dis­
tances to scbool on ponies, have to carr-\ 
their own water-bottkc, which hon. members 
will rccog11isc is a Ycry dangerous practice. 
The rcquc-•t of the school committee for 
galvanised iron to bo placed on the roof 
has been refused owing to the lack of funds. 
ThA spouting and tanks arc all there. It 
is onlv a small school-18 feet bv 21 feet or 
22 feet. The Minister might take immediate 
st.eps to grant this rcque"t. He should do 
that, because these children are suffering 
b·t reason of tho "a tor being unsuitable for 
drinking purposes. 

::\Ir. KERR (Enogr;ua): I notice there 
i, a rcductwn of £8.100 in the vote for 
" Si-ate School Buildings." Under previous 
Administrations it was the custom to supply 
resiclenccs for Stfttc schools, but f,o-da v the 
policy seems to have changed. In the Greater 
Brisbane area thne are ninety-eight schools, 
and only twenty-five are supplied with rc,i­
denccs, seventy-three being without rcci­
dences. The reduction of this vote indicates 
that the department arc rnoro or less encou­
raging the pac·mont of rent bY schoolmasters 
instead of tlwmsclvos erecting residences. 
Thoro is well oYer £2,000 annually paid 
in the Gruter Brisbane area. in rentals 
for school residences. That amount. would 
pay interest, redemption, and repairs on 
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thirtv school re-.idc•Hces. if thev \vcre erected 
hv the department, and it is ]ust a que,tion 
as to whethLr it is not· n1ore ccono1nical 
t.o nrovidc rcsidencPs than to go on year 
afte~· year paying £2.000 in rentals. 

=•Ir. DASH: What about the upkeep? 

::\lr. KERR: I am takimr that into con­
sidL'l'ation, and also interest . ._,and rcden1ption. 

:._L_~. D\SH: You need land. 

::\Ir. KERR: La11d is not a great considera­
tioH. You can buv beautiful allotments for 
£l0Q llO'>Y. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \YoRKS : \Yhcrc? 

::\Ir. KERR : If the hon. gentleman \vill 
eon1c and SL a n1e, I \vill sho"- hin1. 

The S£CREnnv FOR PrBLIC \YonKs: Ask 
the Lo11. member for :'\undah \Yhat allot­
''"'llto cost in his dish·ici-. 

::\Ir. KERR: I know that at Ashgrove 
the department purchased 3 acres at an 
average cost <Jf £60 an allotment, and Ash­
gnwe i:-; a v--.:ry fine suburb. 

The SECRET_\HY FOR PrBLIC \Y ORKS : It \V ill 
be in a fe,v year~. 

::\1r. KERR: It \vill be a magnificent 
'Ubnrb in a few years. The Secret-ary for 
Public \York-. in conjunction "·ith the Secre­
L·r · for Public In,truction could verv •vell 
go 'into the qne"'.tion as to ;Yhethor it \vould 
not be n1orc ccono1nical to build lT9idcnccs 
for "·hoolmastcrs rather 1-han pay that £2,000 
a -.car. It \Yonld create an a -set. I would 
like to hear from the ::\linister as to what 
lw thinks of the propmition. Verv often 
parents arc keen on intcrvie,ving t.he~ school­
master after .::>chool hours. Hon. mcn1bers 
may say it is unjust to approach the school­
mas! ·r. but j)Prsonall:· I do not think ltiW 

fair-minded penon objects to t-hat '<)rt o.f 
thing;. There are in~tanccs \vlwrc a school 
teuf'hcr li, r' n1iJcs a\cva~- and he is never 
aqproachab]c e-xcept during school hour~. 
If t hr schooln1astcr if' li Ying ne.1r the schoo 1. 
lw is a rrrc'.· t acqnisitiDn tv the district·, and 
he take~ a greater interest in the distrit t. 

Thr, f:'.ECTLTARY FuR PrBLIC lXST!\DC.fiO:\: 
The flr,t point is i-o build schools. 

::\[ r. KER R: Y N ; but. instc~cl of pn·in7 
o1·cr £2.000 in rcntals. if money were 
b ~lT0',1 t•cl to crc~t thp buildings, that SUll1 

'':::mid be sufficient to pa:\~ interest. redemp­
t·Ion. and repairs ou about thirtY r0"idences. 
The pre:-ent system is false ecoi1oiny. 

rs.30 p.m.] 

The SECRETARY FOR T'LCBLrr IxSTRLCCTIOX : 
It \\·ill be somewhat difficult to obtain land 
in thP metropolitan area on which to erect 
rc~id0nre~. 

Mr. KERR: That might b" so, but take 
the rase of AshgroYc. T\Yo magnificent allot~ 
mPnts ;ouJcl be obhined tlwre.for £200, and 
a rcsiClC'DCf' cr0eted thcreon at a small ro:::t 
which would bo much more economical than 
allO\Ying a rent allowanc0 of 30s. or £2 a 
\~·epk to thP teach('l' who is not cYen living 
in the clistriet. If monev was borrowed to 
Proct a school te'l.cher's i·esidence the rent 
paid IY0~1ld be sufficient to pay iJ{terest and 
rcd<'mphon on the loan. and in twentv to 
hYellt~'-fiYc years tbe hou~c \Yould becomC tho 
prop•'rt. of the State. and the life of a 
wooden home is fifty years. I shonlcl like 
to hear the opinion of the ::\1inister on this 
matter. 

}lr. C'LAYTOX (1Virle na,,): I regret very 
much that the vote for buildings has been 
rechwed on ac<"onnt of financial stress. The 
hon. mcmbPr for EnDggera. referred to the 
qncstion of e1·ecting teachPrs' _re::;:.idcnc~s~ a~d 
l'e said there were ninety~e1ght schools 111 

dw Greater I3risba.ne area. In the electorate 
I represem there are over eighty schools. I 
do not know whether it is on account of my 
nH·dcst"": or not. but I have never yet 
approached the department and asked for 
" t,•achcr's l'< ;idcncc to be erected. I think 
I <V1l pnrHcnlarly fortunate if I can get 
'c!tool buildinrr' erected ill which the settlers' 
;,hllclren can 1;·e educated "'~",1·ithout ·worrying 
about residcnees. If hon. member; arc going 
to advocate the expenditure of large sums< 
of n1one· on the erccf'iDn of teachers' resi­
dt•nc _,,_ fhi:-; yPa.r, it is going to bo n1ore 
difficult for 'country representatives to get 
the school buildings they arc so keen on 
having; proYidecl. A reduction of this vote 
onoam thnt we arc not going to get the c<Jn­
sid<'ration that we should get in connection 
,-j rh ad<litions and repairc; to country schools. 
I ha\·0 in rnv mind's eve thr('o schools in my 
t•1f'etorate tliat are vci·:v much overcro·wded. 
Them' arc tlw Crownthorpe, Doonara. and 
llo" C'rc .. 'k schools. It is estimated t,hat 8 
~qnarc ff'0t of floor Sl1aec is sufficient £or a 
child. That i .. all very well in the winter, 
\:ut in the hot summer months the over­
cro·~ cling is ~uch that it i_s Ycry hard on the 
tPaclh•r and on the children. I trust that the 

will s0e whether he cannot do some­
to (•nlarg-p these schooh. Hecently I 

a loiter from the -dwol C<Jmmittee 
at Ro~~encla]o ::.chool asking that a tank be 
plar·ccl d the school. Instead of these mat­
ter" lHn·ing to go to the Departm~nt of 
P--: ]i Instruction and then to the Depart­
r 1. .:t o[ Public \Yorks. whiel1 department 
· f'YI cl, an insp1 et or ont to n1 akc a report, I 
tL;rk i, ',.onld bo \Y1se to ae:Ppt the rcC'orn­
lllendation of tf10 school cmnmittee. Mem­
bt>rs n{ ,;;;chool eornrnittce.s. arc usually prac­
tie<tl n1cn. a-nd in tl1c instanc.., I refer to, if 
a rallk "" (•ro sent, the con1n1ittec \Vould bo 
prPn:•red to go into t.he matter <Jf erecting- a 
tank stand. That would save a great deal 
of trouble to the renresentative of the dis­
trict, a:-~ \Yl'll as to tl;e inspector~ unci to t.ho 
department. }foro could be done in the 
direction of affording better facilities for the 
''dncatioJ: of the children bY the erection and 
imJ1l'OI'emcnt of Bchool buildings than is 
being done at the present time. I would 
"'lTc·nt tlw: the Secrctarv for Public \Vorks 
a::cl the S0cretary for "Public Instruction 
should confer ith a view to affording gren.ter 
fecilitics in regard to school improvem'ents 
gcnomlly. 

::\Ir. ED\YA.RDS (Xmutn(fo). I r<'gTet very 
nnrch inde<'d that even in the face of the 
~tJ·ingent financial position of the State the 
G<e•Y<'rnment have curtailed the Yotc fo>: 
·' State School Buildings: Additions, 
Impron,meJ:te, Furniture. Repairs, and 
Painting" by something likf' £8,100. It is 
a pih· the l\linistcr did not put up a blgljer 
lig-ht in tlw interests of thosc \vho requue 
"hool buildings, knowing· the difficulties 
" hich bc~pt the people in those areas. 

The qwcstion of building teachers' 
residences has been mooted this .tfterr:;<Jon. 
In mam' of the countrv districts teachers aTe 
noE abl0 even to get 'a place to board. In 
many districts thex haYe to travel many 
miles to their schools because there is no 
hccommodation in the Yicinity of the schooL 

Jir. Edu·ards.] 
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I know many man·iod nu~u lrho hRve been 
teaching fur a number of years who have 
to live 4 or 5 miles away from the schools 
in any dwellings they can obtain for their 
familiPs. SchooL arc the first ess. ·nti 1!. but 
thte department would be well adYised to 
consider carefully 'Yhether residences could 
not be built fm· these teachers. There are 
rrw T>." centres in n1v district ·which are 
urge.nth· requiring schools-Aiice \'reek. for 
instance. 'There arc many c.ases in which 
schools haYe br ·n appro,·od for over two 
years and they arc still waiting to hA built. 
Tlw old :\" anan~·o school, for instanc<e, was 
built O\"C'r fift,, years ago, and its renova­
tion, \Yilich ·was approvC>d of some tin1e ago, 
ha" not yet been carried ant. I hope the 
Sc•crdan· for Public Works will see that this 
eh -3 of \vork i.s carried out in the intere:·ts 
of the countrv children. It is a Yl'l'V diffi. 
cult problem i'n mauy countrJ· districts .for the 
rf'sid;~nts to find anv money to a~,si~t in tho 
erection oi 1 ~chouf. bnt. if the department 
\\Ould definitely lay down ,~,·hat it ifJ pre­
pared to do /llld what it exrlccts the residents 
to do we 1ni;;-ht get SOITim.vhcrc, inst0ad of 
IeHi1!? thr• que:;,tion drift. on for years until 
some of ilw largr t families lea\'e the dis­
trict and the othe ·s ~uficr nccordingl:v. ..::\. 
g·oorl deal of mon<'y has been spent in city 
areas iu gi\-illg rhildrcn sYdnllning pools and 
that sort of thing, but it 1nust be dC'n.r ,~ven 
to city tncrnbc~r.· lhat u school building is a 
first r.;;;:;;ential in a country district, and, when 
tlw Department of Public Instruction wake 
a rccomnwndation and the Department of 
Public \Vorks cannot see its wav to build a 
school in accordance 'vith that rf'comrncn­
datioll, it is oul:~- fair that it should lay down 
some practical line of action for the people 
coucerued. If the,v would say what they 
l'Pquirc in t-h0 n1atter of tho work to be 
donP. we might g·ct more schools built. In 
l:ll\T disiriet a sawn1ill \vas built .on Bunva 
:\t;untain.~ ll\ Lnr~ AndPr, en ancl Hm1,). 
Several marric{l people in the district made 
applieation for a school, bnt it was held up 
long after ih con::-;tru('tlon 1vus app~·oved by 
the• Depa rtmPnt of Public Instruction. Lars 
Anderscn and Sons came in and buiit the 
school themsel yes, The Department of Pub­
li'' Instruction then supplied a te tchcr, and 
tlw school work went on. That is the sort 
of thing· \Ye should encourage at every turn; 
but on the other hand there ar0 instances 
such as that which I mentioned this morning 
whe,·e the people are not able to give any 
help because it takes them all their time in 
the early <:;tagE~s of their settlement t-0 keep 
their families. Somebody said that the 
correspondence sc!JOol systi•m got oYer the 
diffieulh·. hue in nw.nv cases the parents are 
practica!l:, mwclucated. and so find a diffi­
cult,v in applying that s0 stem to their 
ehildren. So it bchoYcs the Department of 
Pnblic \Vorks to do eYcrylhing it can, and 
I hope that both :\Iinisters will g·ivc every 
pos8 ible as si- tance in such cases. I again 
say that I regl'ct that tho Y0~2- has been cut 
down, became it does not show that pro­
gress which is so f'ssential in our educational 
system. 

::\Ir. KI01G (Logan): I also regret that the 
vote ha:; been cut do,vn, and I only hope 
that mv 01 ·ctorate is not going to suffer in 
the ge1;eral curtailment of expenditure. I 
notice from the report of the department 
that certain 'vorks ha.ve been caTricd out in 
rny electorate, for which I am thankfuL A 
school has just been opened just outside my 
C'lectorate in the electorate of the hon. mem-

[~Hr. Edwards. 

ber for Bulimba. The hon. member is Yery 
lucky, and I congratulate him. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC \VORKS: I sup­
po~e sorno of your children go there'? 

Mr. KIKG: I 'vas just going to admit 
that. It was hoped that the congestion whi;;h 
existed at the Coorparoo school 'vould oe 
removed b;· the erection of that school, but 
Sl'Ch is not tho case. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUCTIOX : 
There has been an increase in populat-Ion. 

:1Ir. KIKG: Yes. My electorate has the 
largest population o_f any electorate . m 
~uc·cmlancl, and the mcrease m populatwn 
and erecting of bmldmgs Is proceedmg. at 
a vci'Y nqnd rate. _proper accomtnodation 
::houkt ~JP prrJvi<1ed in the 8Chools to rnect 
t 1 L~::; growing population. The present schools 
aro taxe~1 to the utrnost, and I arn sure'1 that 
the RccrE:'t;lrv for Pubtir \:Yorks and the Scc~'l'­
tnry for l'ctblic Instruction both recogmse 
that incrLdsed accolnfnDdation is necessary, 
anJ rcg1·ct Yen rm~ch that funds are not 
a vail1 bk t·O cnablu 1t to be provided. Let 
nw refo;· to the Coorparoo school. 

Hon. IV. II. l3ARXES: It is a very deserving 
case. 

~Ir. KIKG: Portion of it m~1st have been 
buiit lifty-liYc ye,,rs ago. It IS a v~ry old 
a.nd dibpidated structure, and_ I smcere~y 
hope that- the GoYcrnmcnt ,nil see their 
,,.a,· clear, when they build a new school 
for' Coorparoo·-·which they must do very 
ohort:,--will erect a good up-to-date bnck 
lmildi'i,g. The locality warrants 1t. I believe 
that there ar ~ over 1,000 ch:ldren on the 
,cho"l roll, and the accommodatiOn IS not~mg 
Jikt; it ought to be. There. 1s an excelwnt 
eornmit~· ,' \Yorking in the mtcrest·s of the 
children ycith a view to making a decent 
nlavo-round, and thcv are now endeavounng 
i:o 'c~nc-truct a swimming pool. The same 
remark; apply to the Junct-ion P,ark school 
an cl the Grecnslopes school. We reqmre 
n1orp a('connuodation, and l canlcbtly pray 
that the accommodation will come, alo~g 
Yery shortly. NPw schools are reqm~ed m 
other parts of my electorate. I re,er to 
('ooner's Plains and Holland Park, where t~e 
pop;:,lation is increasing rapidl:y. The chll­
rh·cn of Holland Park go e1thcr to the 
Grernslopes school or to the Mount Gravatt 
school, but. these schools are taxed to the 
utmost. Holland Park could very well do 
"·ith a school of its own, and I doubt very 
mnch ,Yhether, at an early date, the s~hools 
at :Hount Gravatt and Greenslopes w1l! be 
able w cope with thc children even 1f a 
new school is erected at Holland Park. 
The se requests are at prese~t. befor~ the 
department, and I hop~ th~ ::\1mlster Will. be 
able to give some relief m the lmmedrate 
fut.ure. 

:\fr. FARRELL : If they are overcrowded, 
the ]. 'tter -;cheme would be to make one a 
boys' echool and another a girls' school. 

:\Ir. KIKG: I am very glad of that sugges­
tion. Holland Park could very well do 
y,·i th a echool of its own, but some of ~he 
ot.hc r :"('hool~ could bo enlarged a~ . occasion 
dPmandccl. You cannot mako add1hon af_ter 
addition to Did structures. I do not thmk 
it is y;je,c to do so. 

:\Ir. D.;<;n: It is using up the ground. 

:\h. KIKG: Yes. His taking away from 
thP children's playground. I hope that the 
:Ylinister will consider the wants of my 
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electorate, and I hape that my schools will 
not suffer as a result a£ the reduced vote. 

:\1r. PETERSO~ (Tormanby): '\Vc have 
heard a great deal as to whether our land 
settlement schemes are successful or not. 
Yery often in new settlement areas marr:ed 
people come along, and the first ql!estwn 
they ask is if there arc anv schools m the 
arc'a. If there is no school" in the vicinity, 
settlers who would like to settle down in 
tho·.c areas will not take up land because 
there are no facilities available to educate 
their children. On the other hand, after 
settlers ha ye settled in those areas and made 
application for a school, it ta]<cs two yea1:s 
from the time the first step IS taken until 
tlw building is erected. In many cases the 
settlement is vcrv luckv if the school IB 
e1·cctcd in hvo yeilxs. SOn1e time ago there 
was a considerable number of families settled 
at Pheasants Crc·ek, in my electorate. The 
department was good enaugh to grant a 
school in that localit,- after the inspector 
had betn there and reported upon its pros­
pects. It. took l >l·o ;:oars from the date 
of approval for tlut school to be erected, 
and, in the meantime, the farmers loft 
the district because of the absence of 
cduc ttional facilities, with the result that 
the school has nen ,. boon occupied. It is a 
]o,-el:· litile building and ,, credit to the 
department. I am sorry to have to report 
the 11osition. l-Ion. rnmnbers representing 
metropolitan ucas have talked of the crowd­
ing of schools, but hon. members representing 
country constituencies have to report that 
ochools are dosing up for want of attend­
ance. The reason of the closure of the 
Phr.:,~ant.s Crc0k school was b('canse of the 
inordinate delay in bringing about its com­
pletion. I hop<l the Mini;;tcr will t.r;c to 
obviate such delay in the future, because 
it is nece> -.arv that the land schemes of the 
Government 'must go hand in hand with 
edncational facilities. 

\Ve have been agitating for a long time 
for a new school at Edungalha. The depart­
ment. adopts the attitude that, so long as 
you haY:! a school, no matter how disreputable 
it may be, it has to st,and. That is the 
positon at Edungalba. You can obtain a 
new school in a district where there is no 
schooi-I give that credit to the Government 
and the lHinister-but wh0rc there is an 
old dilapidated structure you cannot 0 btain 
a new one. If the Minister ha.d an oppor­
tunity of inspecting that school, he would 
admit the necessity for a new building. 
It is one of the old type, with can> as \Yalls, 
which are blown to tatters with every storm. 
[eaYing the teachers and scholars without 
any shelter. 

Mr. FARRELL: I think I had a letter from 
0very teacher who \vas at that school. 

}.lr. PETERRO~: The hon. member for 
Rockhampton, as a former secretary of the 
Central Queensland School Teachers' Asso· 
ciation, knows the position in regard to 
thet school. It is the one blot on the edu­
cationrrl horizon in my electorate. I hope 
the Minister will be able to provide a new 
building from the vote this year. 

VYe haYe heard a Jot of criticism about the 
cost of building schaols. I want to be fair 
and give credit where it is dn0, as well as 
take umbrage when it is necessary. We 
had a school erected at Carmilla West 
in record time. The work was a eredit, 

not onlv to the men engaged upon its ereo· 
tion, but to those responsible for .the job. 
If the estimates were referred to, It would 
be seen that the two men engaged on the 
building had regard for the interests of the 
department and for the people i? the dis­
trict. There would be no complamts about 
dav labour if the spirit of those men was 
in1itated. 

I have not trouuled the genial Minieter 
for IY arks for a couple of years. because 
I ''··as well treated before that period; but, 
as there are several schools in 1ny electorat.n 
in a dilapida tcd condition, I hope he will 
not take umbmge at my calling attenti_on 
to them. It is most regret! able to notice 
that quite a number of country schools aro 
being closed down. I represent an electorate 
of 400 miles bY 200 mile·., which contains 
quite a number of ;dwu>. \Vhcre it is 
pro-..ed that such schools can be com·eniently 
re-erected in other localities the department 
would be well advised to take that action. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLJC \VORKS: We 
~hift. them when .,.-o find it profitable to the 
department to do so. 

?\Ir. PETERSOX: That is what I advise­
r~) trrtn'3fcr tbr_'E1 tO arr<.'i Wht>rf' t}rpy C'::t!l 

! urili::;,ed to advanta.ge. Frf'quently the­
departments are to blame for tho closing 
o£ school;;, particul;uly the Railwa~· Depart­
ment. Departments have a ha bit. of trans­
ferring married men to places where there 
are no schools. and single men to places 
where there arc schools. If thctre was 
co-ordination of departmenLI administra­
tion, they could use to the fullest advantage 
th2 school buildings supplied by this depart­
ncent. I trust that my mod-·st appeals will 
meet with thG appro.-a! of the }.finister. 

}.Ir. \\'RIGHT (TJu'imba): 1 take the 
opportunit~T of endorsing the r0n1arks of the 
ho11. 1ncn1bt'r for Logan in n'g.~rd to the 
needs of the C:oorparoo school. I do so 
i..wcausc about 40 ncr cPnt. of the children 
attending- that school belong to the Bnlimba 
Plcctorate. I shall make no apology for using 
llw parish pump on this occasion, and I 
submit that the caso for th0 Coorparoo school 
is probably stronger than that of any other 
school in Qneensland. There arc wmething 
like 1.200 children attc'Ilding the t.chool, and 
thoro is not nParly adequate aeconHnodation 
for that number. 

I al " hk<' the opportnnit: of conveving 
n1.Y appreciation to the Thl1nistcr and offic{_rs 
of this department for tl:o 1 \"f'l'Y nice 
schools that were erected in the Bulimba 
doctorate lust year. I was qu:te justified in 
mv ad,-ocacv. \Vhilc the school at Mount 
B;·uce has 'not gi,-en much relief to the 
Coorparoo school, it is filled to ca.pacit,- at 
present. The J\Iorningsidc school wa.; built 
for 200 pupils, and now has on its roll 475 
sc>holars. I take the opportunity of asking 
the Minjstcr to give ~erions consideration to 
the question af building urgently needed 
extensions to that school. I am quite sure 
the hon. gentleman recognises the difficulty 
exp·erienccd by teachers of that sehool in 
cclucating 475 scholars in accommodation suffi­
eicnt. for onh· 200. I am not blaming the 
?>1inister or h'is department. It is due to the 
lack of foresight on tho part of officers in 
the Department of Public Instruction, who 
failed to realise the rapid development that 
would take place in the Bnlimba electorate. 

111-r. W righi;.] 



1294 Supply. [ASSEJ.\1BL Y.] Supply. 

I hope the extensions will be made as soon 
as possible. 

At 7 p.m .. 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer) resumed the 

chair. 
Mr. MOORE (A.v.bigny): I should like an 

explanation from the Minister in regard to 
the question I asked as to what was meant 
by "Consideration :Money" for the school 
at Kulpi. The ::\1inistcr has stated that 1t 
is for a school sit<• but £450 s~cms rather a 
large sum for that purpose. Possibly it 
means that the departrnent is going to erect 
a •-chool residence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC' \YORKS 
(Hon. I\1 .. J. Kinvan, Brisbane): The hon. 
member for :\Iurrumb(1 stated that. although 
six months have elapsed sine,, the rural 
school "·as opened at Caboolture. so far the 
furniture ht~cl not arrived. I stated earher 
in the da·. that the department was put to 
considerable inconvenience and considera.ble 
extra cost through the destruction caused by 
the fire at the Ipswich Ro ·cl ·workshops, and 
I am informed that the delay in sending the 
furniture to the Caboolture rnral school was 
due to that fact. Ho\Ycvcr, lhc hon. member 
can accept my assurance that the matter \Yill 
11:0 expedited. . 

The hon. m<>mber for Yl:unlla. asked that 
tl,e roof of the school at Talwoocl be covered 
wit,h gab·anis0d iron, as the water collected 
fro!J.l. {he shingle roof was unfit for the school 
children to drink; and he stated that 1t \\'as 
necessal') for the children a.Uenclmg ~he 
"chool to carrv water in bottles. I can assure 
him that th~t matter will have attention. 
as country children should not be expected 
to carry w::tter to school, 

The hon. member for Enoggera raised t.hc 
question of provi-ding residences fo,- head 
teachers, and he stated that a large number 
of schools in the metropolitan area had no 
t0achcrs' residences a ttachecl to them, and 
that the teachers rented houses. The hon. 
member also suggested that it would be 
ndvisable for the clevartmcnt to expend a 
ta:rge -suni of money in erecting teachers' 
residences, thereby doing away with th<> 
necessity for making an allowance to teache;s 
in lieu of rent. wh1ch he eshmated to be m 
the vicinity of £2,000 a year. I am inclined 
to think that it would not be a good pro­
position .. At any .rate. there would be. Soll_le 
difficulty m carrymg out that suggeshon m 
the metropolitan area. 

Mr. PETERSOX : There is a school teacher's 
tesi-dence at the Annerley school, but the 
head tear.her does not live in it. It i'· let 
to someone who is not a school teacher. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WOHKS: 
\Vhat the hon. member says goes to prove 
that some teachers prefer to live in some 
localitv not in the immediate vicinitv of the 
schooL" I am sure hon. members will agree 
that it would be a verv difficult matter to 
erect residences in the school grounds in the 
metropolitan area. If it were done it would 
mean that the children would be deprived 
of a large pe.rt of their playgrounds. 

The hon. member for Wide Ba;,·, the hon. 
member for Logan, and the hon. member for 
Normanby raised the question of school 
requirement<> in their various electorates, and 
I ca.n assure those hon. gentlemen that, as 
far as the vote will allow. favourable con­
sideration will be given to· their representa­
tions. 

[lJ!lr. Wright. 

The policy of the department generally is 
to giYe consideration to the country elcC'­
toratos; but we find that, as a result of 
haYillg done thaL rit.v 1ncn1bers on both sideg 
of the Cha1nbcr arc cla1nouring and n1aking 
l'Cprc :":.il~ntation~. and not without due cause, 
n ":: to the necc:3sitY for increasPd accommoda­
l.ion in cuburLan· schools, and a number of 
tho:"c ~.chool~ 'vill haYe to rcceiYc attention. 
Country n1c1nhcrs will recognise that. 'vhile 
1-ht'ir electorates rrquire attention in this 
J'('spcct. the stead~· and continuous gro,vth of 
tlH• citv of Brisbanr~. in \Yhich new suburbs 
Ul'l' belng formed, renders it ncr?ssary to 
giYl' attention to the rrqniren1ents of the 
H1Ctropalitdu area. 

:\[r. IlORERTS (Ea ... 1'oo1coom.ba): E.n·lier 
in the debate I rcfen·ecl to the schools in the 
ruclropolitan area. I notice h,· the 5 o'clock 
Pditiou of the aftemoon papers that there is 
an mnount of £3.500 to be spent on the 
Kr·h·in Gro\'C 'chool, and I think they got 
about £1.500 tlw1·c about eighteen months 
a .. ·o. I am advised that there arc tv .. o schools 
in tlw Oxlcv electorate. and a third school is 
proposed to" be built in the same neighbour­
hood, \vhich \viil bring· the three schools 
1vithin a di,•tance of 2 mile:'. \Yhile I do not 
\Yi~h to 1n·cjudic') city schools, vi·e are justi­
fied in a~kin~-: {ol' f'Ol11C consiclt)ration for 
rountrY {_1-i~trict:;:. The GoYcrnn1ent are refus­
ing tc; build :'3Chuol,;; .,_tskcd for in country 
cli~trich on a"count of the scarcitv of funds. 
\ hilc they arc closing up some~ schools in 
the countn, and the children have to walk 
5 o1· 6 n1~le3 to ;;:chool or else rcceiye no 
instruction at alL That has been the position 
in mv elcctoratP. In the countn- districts 
w1wr2 there i~ no raihvav the children must 
v alk or driYc long di'~,tUnccs to go to and 
from school. In addition to the three pro· 
voscd schools mentioned in the papers this 
e\·ening in connection with the metropolitan 
area. there is also to he one at Hughencl<>n­
a countrv centre-and I have no fault to find 
with th;,_t-·and also one at T'arramatta, 
whcrei'C·r that is. Though the Minister hns 
cui cl that the , ountrv districts must not be 
aggrieved at the n;etropolis getting these 
facilitic ', it is to be regretted that the coun­
try is in such a state that people are flocking 
into the towns in the way they are doing. I 
would like to see something clone to keep 
pnople in the country. One thing which is 
caming tlwm to come into the towns is that 
the,. cannot get facilities for the education of 
their children. and they come to the city to 
!in' "" that their childr-en can be educated 
u11der 1nol'e reasonable conditions. 

2\Ir. \\'IXSTAXLEY (Quccnton): It was 
quite refreshing to listen to the debate this 
afternoon, and I think some of the state­
ments which have been prpviously made about 
tho Co1Jntry b<'ing deserted by the people who 
are flocking to the to\YDS have been shown 
nol to be jmtified. \Ye have hear-cl men who 
J'epresent the country g·etting up one after 
lhc ether and claiming that there is not suffi­
cient school accommodation, and asking for 
more schook '\Ye know that some schools 
are fiotni,.-hing in the country while others 
are declining. and that goes to show that the 
arguments of hon. members opposite cannot 
both be true. 

l\Ir. PETERSOX : There are four schools 
closed in my district. 

Mr. COI.LIXS : I can do with those four. 

Mr. WIXSTAXLEY: It just goe'· to show 
thflt. when it suits hon. members opposite, 
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they use an argurncnt one \Vay, and then, 
when it does not suit then1, they use it in 
another \V ay. The country has not been 
dc'·Pl'ted to the cxtl•Jlt hon. members opposite 
\voulJ lc.ad us to believe. The rnining dis­
tricts have declined, bqt there are other 
place:-; in thf~ country 1vhich aro grovving. 
Th0 rc arc di~tricts in m~, ovvn electorate 
whir·h arc on the decline. but there are other 
parts of the electorate \\·hich ur·e going ahea·d 
b:uter thau others arc cl( ,•lining. The fact is 
that the vn1ntry i-, not l"~ing dc::-erted and 
d1c people flocking to the citio~, as all·cged by 
ho11. n1c~nJbcrs opposite, \Yho argue that \Vay 
"-hen it suits them to do so. \Vhilst I haye 
not ah,·ays got all that I haye wanted for my 
c,[,•ctorate or all that I thought it deserved 
from tlw Department of Public \Yorks, still 
I hJ.,~t: ahvaJ:s got a .. fair ~o.'' and g,encrally 
HIO t of the n•quirernents of the electorate 
ha,-e been compficd with. 

Son1cthing ha~ bcc11 ~aid of tc:achors' resi­
dcllc in connection with schools. They are 
,-cry desirable and .-cry nice where it- suits 
the convonioncc of tho teachers to live in 
them; Lut in a great 1nany instances the 
l"achcrs arc not loo keen about having their 
residence.- close lo t-he schools. I have known 
illstttncc~ \Yhcrr- a school has been in an 
isolated spot, and it has been much more 
convenient for the teacher to live in the 
._•'nlre of population and travel 2, 3, 4, OJ' 

f'Yen 6 mile.., backwards and fonvards, I1Cr­
hnps bv mot-or-en r. After all the first con­
'idcrat;on is the FChool, and I' think it would 
be a pity to spend monov on residence" 
if it is going to interfere wl'th the provision 
of the 1pore ncce;o•ary building, even though 
t-he r<c<1dcnce mav suit the convenience of 
the teacher. · 

The hon. member for ::\ananf;o Hid that 
l he department should have some clearly 
ddined rule as to what it was prepared to 
do in connection with fencing, pia-.' sheds, etc., 
at country schools and what it expected the 
local people to do. It is not an easy matter 
t • lay down hard-and-fast rules. The 
department deals with each ease on its merits, 
~tnd rrn· experience in quite a number of 
m" lances of schools in isola.ted districts 
away from centres of population is that 
the committee has often been prepared to 
do somethmg and has sa1d that. if the depart­
ment vrould defray the cost of the material 
t•oquired:----perhaps for fencing or a water 
snpply-Jt would find the la.bour. Local 
people can provide the labour when they 
cannot provide cash, and it is much 
cheaper that the·-· should do it than 
that the department should have to send 
n1en scorr3 of miles, as has been pointed 
out by other hen. members, to do what 
is perhaps not a carpenter's job. :My 
r;xpm·ience has been that. in quite a number 
of instances where the department was pro­
pared to find the material for fencing or 
for a tank or a windmill on t.he condition 
that th0 committee provided the necessary 
labour the committee has fallen in with the 
proposal, as any committ-ee worthy of the 
name would do. In several instances with 
which I have been connected I have acted 
on mv own rcspon:-ibilitY and said to the 
comrnittec. '' If vou arp~ prPparcd to find 
the labour, I think t-he department will find 
the material," and in the majority of 
mstances the committee has fallen in with 
the proposal, and the school has got- its fence 
or water supply. 

Some of the schools in my electorate were 
built many years ago-! suppose some as 
lonO' as ilftv vears ago-and they are cer­
tair~ly not ~rp' to date so _far as light or 
ventilation is roncerned or In a proper sLttC" 
of repair. One or two of them are under 
considc>ration by the department now, and I 
am hopeful that something will be ,done to 
rnake thern n1ore: convenient and more con­
gonia.] for the children from. a recr!?ation 
point of vie\\ and from the pomt of VJCW of 
more dficient ,,-ork. In one or two places­
I do not know the cause-but the fact 
is that after heaYv rain t.he school is almost 
in a lake. In a' case like that something 
should certainly be done to rectify t-he error. 
That is one of those things which would not 
lw v:'ry expcnsiYe, and I hope the department 
,,·ill do something in that direction. 

It mmt be plain to anybody who cares 
to study the question at all that, in a country 
like Queensland, "here there are so few 
pc>ople in many districts, and you often 
cannot get n1ore than the Ininitnum nu:nb~r 
of scholars necessary for a school, 1t Js 
difficult for the State to provide all the 
schools which are necessary just when they 
a re wanted. l\ly experience has been that 
the department has done 1ts very best to 
meet the needs of the district, and I am 
sure that it will continue to do so. It is 
rather remarkable that on the one hand the 
Go\'crnment are charged with being extrava· 
gunt and squandering money, and on ~he 
uthcr hand they arc charged w1 th bemg 
parsimonious. They cannot both spend money 
and be parsimonious at the same time. vVe 
arc all agreed that eYery facility should be 
extended- to the children where there are 
sufficient to warrant a school being erected. 

At 7.17 p.m., 
Mr. RIORDAN (Burke}, one of the panel 

of 'l'emporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. F. A. 
Cooper in the chair. 

Mr. DASH (Jiundingburra): I desire to 
ofi'er a word of praise to the officers of the 
department for the excellent manner in which 
they have carried out their work in my 
electorate. The workmanship, the architec­
ture, and the conveniences provided equal 
anything that could be provided from any 
other source. In certain parts of my elec­
torate the population is growing, and the 
department has been compelled to erect 
more schools. Iu one instance the school 
committee intimated that they were prepared 
to le,·cl off a piece of land and fill in a 
swamp if the department would purchase 
the land and carry out the necessary improve­
ments. The department purchased the land, 
and £300, the proceeds of a fair, were spent 
on the land, making it a good bargain for 
the department. The schools in my elec­
torate are in a good state of repair, and 
I have nothing to complain about. I simply 
rose to point out that the workmanship 
tarried out in my electorate is of the very 
highest order. \Ve have one of the finest 
technical colleges that can be found in any 
port ion of the State. I have suggested 
on former occasions that school committees 
should be empowered to carry out work to 
the value of £5, under the supervision of 
the department. I know the department has 
already given power to school committees to 
carry out such work as gra veiling under 
ihe building. I have not had the experience 
of some hon. me!Ilbers of a whole staff being 
sent out to repa1r two or three boards. My 
school committees have carried out such 

Mr. Dash.] 
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work rather than worry the department about 
it. and the department has rendered them 
cver_y assistance possible. The committees 
have carried out improvements in the way 
oi fencing the school, making garden plots, 
and erecting tanks on the system of the 
department suprlying the material and the 
committee carrymg out the work. Xot only 
is this "·ork carried out in the country, but 
it is also attended to in the towns. The 
committees have collected and expended con­
siderable sums of monev to enable the 
'•Cholars to havC' the bcncfft of tennis courts, 
gynuw stic halls, etc. 

Item (Buildings) agreed to. 

BOARD OF TR.\DE AXD ARBITRATION. 

Thr SECRETARY FOR LABOL::R A~D 
I?\DUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ips1cich), 
who was received with cheers, said: I beg to 
1110YC-

" That £11.962 bo granted for ' Board 
of Trade and /l.rbitration.' " 

This is onl:· a. simple little vote, and should 
not to.tko vr•ry long to dispose of. There is 
a confliderablc increase in the voto as com­
pared with Ia~t :,~car. That is on 8-ccount of 
the rccomtitution of the Board of Trade and 
_..\rbitl·ation and ihe classiftC'<ltion increase~. 
The Doard of Tra,de and Arbitra-tion is no\v 
administering the Profiteering PrcYcntion 
i-\_ct, and it has ,,et about reorganiqing the 
price-fixing department. That depa1 tment has 
now nndPrtaken an inquiry, w~ n1ost hon. 
mnnhors will h~tYe noticed through the press, 
a.nd hns established a new proccchll'e l1y hold­
in~, the in~]uiry in public. iuto the c·Jst of 
cl<>thing, boots, shoes, and hats. 

The reorganisation of the department also 
afFe( t~ the qne!"tio:n o£ price:. Thi~ dr,part­
ment .,,,ill now be charged with the work of 
colk<"'ting all data in connection "-ith prico 
fixing. That information will tlwn be placed 
before the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 
Statistic, 'vill be gatlwred all m·er Quepns· 
le.nd in comwction with the cost of frving. 
Tho department has been Rtrengthcnrd b,· 
the appointment of a thoroughly qualified 
accountant. It will be his dnty to im·e .. tigate 
:dl n1attcrs concerning the cost of ;iYing, 
inYcstigate confidential matter;, and compile 
statistic;. It is hoped that all concerned will 
co-operate to make' the department a live 
one, :md that the result will be that. when 
the wagC"c; of the workers are incrc11sed, pro­
fiteers will be prevented from filching awav 
all the benefits of the increased wa.ges 
received by them. 

Mr. BEDFORD (TT"arrtgo): I am ""r:,· glad 
to !war the statement of the Minister that 
there is an int0ntion to 0xtcncl the price­
fixing fur.ctions of the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration to such things as dothing-. The 
Pxtcnsion Df thr.sr~ fnnctions should go 
further. for, while the price of food as con­
sumed in the households will be fixed, there 
i·s no attempt to fix the price of food as 
provided in restaurants. 

Mr. MORGAX: \Vould you extend the 
inquiry to hotels, too? 

Mr. BEDFORD: I would be scarcely in 
order in referring to the ,-ile conditions of 
many Brisbane restaurants, but it is germane 
to this question in showing that thes(' con­
ditions prod uco bad service, on top of which 
there is an overcharge. Therefore, if the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration can extend 
its price-fixing work into the charges made 

[Jir. Dash. 

in rcstanrantB, it will be doing a Yery great 
ckal for those people "ho arc not always 
eating in their own houses. 

On the matter of clothing the policy of 
this (;oyernment, and all ~\ ustralians gen<'r­
ally. is preference to Australian goods. W c 
all naturally considered that the Common­
"·ealth tal'iff would have the effect of giving 
\ustralian goods a greater popuiarity, but 
there is iho fact that, although Australian 
woollen n1anu.faetnrcs arc superior in every 
\Yay to i1nportccl \Yoollen manufactures, 
because there is no price fixing in thcso 
matters Australian manufactures arc given 
a blacl; eye hy reason of. their prices being 
brought up almost on a lmo with the pnccs 
of the imported articles. · 

In t-he case of hats, I know of one particu­
lar hat-an excellent hat mado in Melbourne 
-on which the cost and factory prof1t 
amount. to 13s. 6d. a hat. It costs 14,. to 
market the hat. One dealer handles it whole­
sale, and lw is allowed to charge 18s .. 6d. 
t·O the retailer, scrYing only such rctarlers 
a .. agree not to sell at lcs.' than 27s. flCL 
Here is a case \Yhcro the pr1ce-fixmg sectron. 
of th" Board of Trade- and Arbitration can 
get in and Jo son1c of the finest 'York it 
has <'VE'l' done. Tlwre are varying grades 
of rrH}ne~--lwlcling people, and thore are fa 
verv rnan \7 of these o-racles many snobs, \V11o 

rcg~1rd vfl:lu" Ol!ly i~ ten11s _of ~oney, an_d 
1vho can C''1lv consrdcr a. th1ng Is rrghi· If 
it is de 1r. 'On<' of the re;Jsons giv0n fm· 
tl1c retail price nf this hat being fixed 
at 27r:-:. 6d. \Yhen the fartory cost and profit 
amount to 13s. 6d. was that. if it were put 
at an~, 1<-nYcr figure, _.:\ustralians would ~1ot 
lmv it. but \Youlcl buy some imported artiCle 
"t c .1 hig-her peicc. It is the duty of the 
Board of Trade and Arbit-ration so to allo~ 
cote a ,, JSonable profit on the factory profit 
of halo; anc! on woollen underclothing ancl 
hn:-;ien 1hnt An~tra]jan pref0rcnco rnay hay,~ 
" fnir chance• to fnnction. 

There arc fmthcr important. matters. Tho 
hon. mc•mbcr for ::\Iurilla interjected just 
!IOW as tn wlvther I iHtendcd to consider 
thn pricP of liquor. 

Mr. ::\IoRGA:';: No-th,. price of hotel 
accornn1odation. 

::\Ir. BEDFORD: Certainly. That would 
CO!l'O und0r t.hc heading of restaurants. The 
price of liquor should al_so be _considered. 
Clue of the m est. sheltorecl mdustrJes we ha "O 

is vraduallv c·Jling- for interference by reas'}n 
of the fact that it has just as great a dis­
crimination ag-ainst Australian goods as t.he 
draper has. For many years prior to ~nd 
:-:iucc fcclf'ration, ·while 1lartell':-~ and Iicn­
IH'~-.cv's brandies were being prescribed in 
A ust.,:alian hospita Is, British and Europeo. n 
ho~pit:ds \Ycre prescribing " Boomerang " 
and ·• Chateau Tammda" brandies. Appar­
ently the pure Australian spirit, made under 
t.'ac mo·t rigorous conditions as reg-ards clean­
liness and high standard of purity, has had' 
to ~;o t0 other countries before it could bo 
appreciated. 

:Yir. CARTER: It is the finest brandy in the 
world. 

:Yir. BEDFORD: It is the finest grapo 
l~randv on earth. Here is a case wherP 
Queen.slancl is !a~ging- behi;>d the other 
States in its lovaltv to Austrahan preferencP. 
It is a certai,;tv that ~nobbishness and con­
servatism in cl~inking act as a more than 
sufficient handicap against Australian goods. 
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That handicap is kngthened and increased if 
the imported spirit, under the Licensed Vic­
tuallers' Association, is enabled to keep the 
Australian spirit back by the existence of 
just as high a price for the Australian <LS 

for the import-ed spirit. Here arc certain 
figure' which have been handed to me 
which show that the prices demanded for 
Australian whisky by the Brisbane hotel­
keepers are-

" 8d. per measured nobbler (public bars 
only); 9d. per measured nobbler (private 
bars') ; 10s. per bott.Jo." 

" The size of the measure is one-fifth 
of a gill, which gives twenty-six nips 
to a bottle. · 

" The following figures show the per­
ce?-tage of profit on cost at the foregoing 
prices:-

Cost to Per 26 nips per 
Hotels. bottle. bottle at 9u. 

'84s. per dozen ~ 7s. ~ 19s. 6d, 178% 
26 nips per 
bottle at 8d. 

843. per dozen = 7s. = 17s. 4d. 
sell at 10s. 

147~~ 

84s. per dozen ~ 7s. = per bottle ~ 42% 

· • The measure used in Melbourne is 
a quart-er gill, which gives twenty-one 
ntps to a. bottle, and the retail price is 
7d. per mp. In Sydney the price is 6d. 
per nip of one-fifth of a gill (the same 
sized measure as used in Brisbane). The 
price per bottle in both these cities is 
7s. 6d." 

If we are to insist on a reac-onable price to 
the consumer and a reasonable profit to the 
seller, then certain action should be taken 

in this t'ase. Ce~'tain action 
[7.30 p.m.] should be taken in anv case 

where tho old scheme of r~ducing 
the measure of the liquor and ac the same 
time increasing the price has been followed. 

To get back to the actual food end of the 
matter and to the clothing end. 'Vhich forms 
eo largo a part of the weddv lmdccet of the 
hot:seholder, price fi:cing is 1ncom[~lete until 
It mcludes food, drmk, and clothing in its 
~perahon. The pnce fixing and tho quality 
hxmg of food m restaurants is an important 
matter _to the large floating and travelling 
population-the vtlenoss of the Brisbane 
restaurants on to}J of OYer ch::tro·cs consti­
tutes another evil which the Bo:crd of Trade 
~nd Arbitration would do well to inquire 
m to. 

Mr. SVvAYKE (Jlirani): The hon. nH'mber 
for Warrego has spoken in regard to 
secundary industries. I should like to sav a 
word in regard to primary industries, which. 
after al1. arc of th0 first importance. I 
?otice that the vote has been largcl_y 
Incr·Lased, but I do not think, CYen if it ,_Yere 
twice as largo, that any hon. member would 
object so long as the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration fulfille-d its functious, and om' of 
its in1portant functions is to serure :industrial 
peace. ·when those tribunals were first brought 
into being, Mr. Bowman, the then Leader of 
the Labour party, who wer" sitting on the 
Oppo,.ition benches, e.aid it wac hoped that 
it would bring in .on era in which industrial 
strife was unknown. Unfortunately, to th(e 
great loss of the communitY, that has not 
been the case. I am not g~ing to sav that 
it is a fault of the members of the Bol1rd of 
Trade and Arbitration, but it w-cms to me 
that the leg·islation under which the board is 
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functioning is defective. Take the position 
of the sugar industry. \Vhon the han-est 
commences the grower generally is influenced 
bv a fear that after all his hard work he 

'ill get no return for his industry, as the 
"hole of his produce will be held up on the 
wav to market. \Ye all know what happened 
in the Burdekin district last year, when some­
thiug like £300,000 was lost to the growers. 
This year again in the district which I have 
the honour to repr.·sent the growers suffered 
a considerable loss throug·h the illegal action 
o£ the employees. All the conditions of the 
award were complied with, and the industrial 
magistrate who was brought in to settle the 
dispute stated that there was no cause for 
the hold-up. Yet, in spite of that, the 
growt':t, who \v,Ls a perfectly innocent party, 
was made to suffer. Over the sale of a farm 
to Italians and through a dispute between 
two union" the sugar wa-s hold up for some 
weeks, and at ono time it looked as though 
the mill would have to shut down. 

I notice that the necessity for dealing with 
this position is being brought home to the 
Government in another direction. The 
Secretary for Railways has given notice of 
a Bill to deal with railway workers w.ho stop 
'' ork, and we \\ant additional powers placed 
in the hands of the Board of Trade a,nd 
Arbitra-tion to see that, when an award ha-s 
boon made, there shall be no hold-up of an 
industrv. Ono ol the fundamental principles 
upon ,,·hich arbitration is based is that while 
then• is an award there shall be no strike. 
When the Industrial Arbitration Bill was 
nndor discussion, I moved an amendment 
that had for its object the placing in the 
hands of the Board power to impose on 
or~anl~od bodie3, who had very great privi­
leges conferred, dan1ages for loss caused by 
illegal acts. I urged then that some means 
dwuld be provided in that legislation for 
d0aling with those who were guilty of the 
holding-up of an industry by means of an 
illegal strike. I know it ill be urged that 
no one can n1aku a nutn work, and I am 
not so foolish a:-, to suggest for one, Ill01110nt 

that we should endeavour to do anything of 
that kind; but I say that, when an industry 
is carried on legally and in compliance with 
'nvards, that industry should be protected 
from out·side interference. When an industry 
is bclng carried on under an a:ward and any 
influence is brought to beu to compel those 
engaged in it who are wiUing to work to cease 
work, some punishment s.hon!d be inflicted on 
those who interfere with the workers. The 
price of sugar is affected by the heave losses 
which have taken place through the hold-up 
of the industrv at different times. We know 
that the ship\>ing strikes which caused our 
meat to be held up inflicted heavy losses 
on the cattle industry. Every thinking person 
must realise the need for an improvement 
ia tho direction I have indi< ated. I hope 
that something will be d01w to remedy one 
of the groat0st evils \VC have in our midst 
ctt the prce.c•nt time-the continual strikes 
in cases where the \vorkers are protected by 
awards. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (~'anango): I would like 
t.o ask the 1\linistu for an explanation 
in regard to the increase in the vote for 
" Contingencies" with regard to "Ra.ilwny 
Fares and Frcip-hh, Printing and Sta­
tionery " from £1,100 to £2,500. I do not 
think there is any occasion for mo to enla,rge 
on "-hrrt hae been said bv the hon. member 
for Mirani in regard to the loss caused by 

llfr. Edv:ards.] 
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strikes. I am satisfied that the Government 
have had it brought home to them very 
forcibly during the last twelve months. They 
must realise that a great deal of the financial 
difficulty in which the Treasurer finds him­
self to-day has largely been brought about 
by industrial trouble in the State, and no 
efFort shollld be spared in the direction ol 
seeing whether the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration cannot bring about some improve­
Inent in that regard. 

It is ::t ycry in1portant question, and ono 
,, hi eh has driven one of our best rr anufac­
turing industries to the other States and 
I hope that in the near future we shall get 
over the difficulty and institute better methods 
of working. l am satisfied that, if we can 
get the whole-he11rted co-operation of every 
right-thinking man in this State, we shall 
go a long way towards solving the difficulties 
surroundin[\' the establishment of those 
.-econdary mdustries which everybody knows 
are .;;o essential. 

Mr. MORGA?\ (illurilla): I think we all 
agree that it was verv refreshing to listen to 
the very lucid itddress of the hon. mombe!· 
fo•· \Yarrego. with rc~ard to the prices 
charged by c1ty hotels. Hon. members on 
this side have been wondering for some time 
when so1ncthing ''as going to be done about 
the extraordindn t<'riffs charo-ed by such 
peoplP, ]Jarticularly the city ~hotelkeeperB. 
It wa~ s<ud d~u:mg the prohibition campaign 
that, If vrolurnlwn '\ere carried, the price 
o£ meals and lodging in the hotels would be 
increased considerably because th0 hotels 
would be depnved of their chid source of 
rcYenue. T!IC' hon. member for \Varrego 
tolls us that the profits on the 'ale of drink 
l'ange fro!ll 100 per cent. to 300 per cent., 
and the hccnsed VIctuallers admitted durino­
tho carnpaign Lhat it 1ovas because of th~ 
profits on drink that they wore able to give 
cheaper board and accommodation. When 
I first came to Brisbane I stayed at an 
hotel, and the tariff wa.; then 5s. a day. 
To-day it is 13s. 6d., and, as everybody 
k_nows, the_ co<t of hquor ha·, gone up con­
sider~bly m the mccuitime. This h.1s hap­
renca under a Ltbour Government but 
nothing has been done by thorn. I am 
ph1ased to kno\\ that at last one member 
O'I the GO\·ernmcnt side has drawn attention 
to the matter. They have interf~red with 
the price of the butter of tlw farmer-the 
man who is on thr breadline and has to 
work all hours milking cows-we have 
attacked the pnce of meat at a time when 
the State station' have been working- at a 
loss amow;ting- now tc: _over £1,000,000; yet 
the pnce-hxmg authontws have allowed the 
hotclkeol?ers to exploit the general public. 
I thmk It wonl.J be beneficial if drink were 
2,. a nip or £1 or £2 a bottle, although I 
know t~at, when rum was costing 4s. 6d. 
and :wlnsky Ss. 6d. a bottle, everybody work­
mg m the bush at rmgbarkmg or anything 
else wo_uld go mto town on Saturday night 
and brm~ home a bottle. He would keep 
that m his camp and take a nip every night 
when he came home from work, and no 
do~tbt It was beneficial to him. Now the 
pncc of rum has gone to 12s. 6d. or 13s. and 
wlmk.J to 15s. a bottle. 

GoVERNoiENT J\1E1iBERS: Oh! 

Mr. MORGAN: I am speaking of the 
P!'lce_s charged m my district and similar 
distncts ; . I am not speaking of the city. 
Those pnces are charged in our country 

[Mr. Edwards. 

disb·icts, and son1etimC'~ good \Yhisky is sOld\ 
a~ £1 a bottle. ·what has happened? The 
man in the bush does not haYe his bottle of 
whisky. 

An OPPOSITION ::'viE}IBER: It has done him 
good. 

'I'he SFORETAilY FOil PUBLIC \\'ORKS: A 
tc etotaller by compulsion. 

l\lr. :\lORGA:'\J: Yes. I am not complain­
iua atJout the price of drink, but I am com­
plainlng Lecause the pric(dlxing authontios 
ilaYo allowed the prices of board aud lodging 
to ,oar to tho clouds and we have had no· 
protection in respect of these necessities. I 
hay;, no objection to the Board of Trade 
and ArLitration rnaking inquiries and fixing 
prices at reasonable figurec, but I have a. 
decided objection to their powers being used 
for political pnrposes. The Do,.rd of Trade 
and Arbitration is used for political pur­
poses. A few months prior to the last elec­
tions the board reduced the price uf meat 
in th< metropolitan area. \Vhy 9 Because· 
an election v:as not far distant. 

The SECRET \RY FOR I' CBLIC \Y ORKS : \V e 
rcdueod the price tor shingles and lost a lot 
of \·otes. 

:\Ir. l\IORGAN: You have not had a 
shirglc :et. For a consiJcrable period 
the priv.1te butchers and t\tate butcher 
,,hop" "·ere allowed a free hand, but just 
before the elections the price-fixer stepped in 
and fixed thn price of meat. That was done 
in or,kr that the Government might curry 
favm<r with the electors. I have it on good 
a.uthoritv that that action resulted in the 
State' bi1tcher shops being af!"ectcd to the 
c<tent o£ £15.000. The Auditor-General in 
his report on t :10se trading ventures states 
that ihe State butcher shops made a paltry 
profit of about £400 throughout the State. 

~'-Ll'. DASH: That is good enough. 

\lr. ;,IQHG'I.X: Had the price not been 
fix' d, they \vould have made a greater­

In fact, w.hen we reach that vote, J 
bE' able to show that that £400 profit 

as not L1ade bv the State bntcher shops,. 
Jut was pocsiblc "only because t.ho State sta­
tions did not charge a reasonable price for 
their stock. 

Smne consiclern.b1o tin1e ago a. Board of 
Inquiry wa.o appointed to inquire into the 
rnral iiJdw.trie, of the State. That board 
heard ev-idence throughout Queensland with 
a v-i eve to asccrt 1ining whetlwr it would be 
1·iso to cubioct the rurc I industries not 

alreadv under an awa.rd to the Industrial 
Arbitr~tion Act. An enormous sum of 
money wa~ expended by the bo<trd, but we 
have not seen any report or any evidence. 
The ,, lcolc thing has been hidden away in 
some pigeon-hole. 

J\Ir. DASH: No. 
:'vir. MORGAN: It has ne,·er been made 

public. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VOilK": Go and 

see the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

-:\i:r. l\fORGAN: The fjnding of the board 
should be made public, \Vo, as members of 
Parliament, havo a right to it. 

.The SECREI.\RY FOil PcBLIC \VoRKS : Go and 
, cc th~ Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

Mr. :\IORG:~,:'(: I have the rig.ht to have 
the finding placed in my hands. 

The t'>ECilEHRY E'OR PuBLIC \YORKS: It is 
not a parliamentary report. 



Supply. L 21 0CCL'OBE!t, l Supply. 

Mr. MORGAX: We are entitled to the 
finding of that body, A case will probably 
come before the board at some future elate, 
and we have a right to know the result of 
the inquiry, 

Mr, HARTLEY: You can go to the court and 
read the evidence, 

Mr. MORGAK: I have no right to do that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Of course you have. 

Mr. 1\IORGA::\': Some of the evidence 
a ppcarecl in the preso. 

1Ur. liARTLEY: You can sec all the cvi,lence 
at the court. 

Mr. l\lORG.'I.X: I want to kno\,. their find­
ing, Did they come to the conclusion that 
the rural industries should be subject to an 
award of the court? If the) did, then whv 
has the necessary legislative action not been 
carried out? 

The S£CRET.\RY FOR 
industrial boards were 
make a unding. They 
collect the evidence for 
the court, 

AGRICULTURE: The 
not authorised to 

were authorised to 
the iniormation of 

Mr. :\lORGAX: Evidently the information 
has not been acted upon. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
coui't nut:; act upon the evidence if it so 
desires, or any party concerned may move 
the court, If you desire an award, you 
can have a case crted. 

Mr, M ORGAN: I quite understand that, 
Mr, HYNES: Are you advocating an award 

for rural workers? 

Mr. MORGAN: At one time I was strongly 
opposed to such a thing, but perhaps it 
would be the very best thing for the farming: 
community. It would mpan that, instead 
of butter realising ls, Bel, or ls. 9d. per lb., 
it would realise 2s. Bel, or 2s. 9d, per lb. 
It would have the effect in some rebpects 
of incrca iing the basic wage to a greater 
amount than rules to-day. I believe that 
wo should be better off, for, instead of taking 
the dregs of the working class who go out 
into the country looking for work after all 
the other inclu·.tries have had their require­
ments supplied-and who in the majority 
of cases cannot do a fair day's work-a 
better class of workers would be offering 
at the new rates, Our clairvmcn and other 
producers growing foodstuffs to feed the 
people in the cities at sweated rates of wages 
would then be compelled either tD leave 
the industr,· altogether or receive a price 
for the artide the) produce conln1Cllsurate 
"ith its cost. 

Mr. IIYNES: You will be excommunicated 
by your party, 

Mr, M ORGAN: The mDmcnt that happens 
there will be a breakdown either in the 
system of arbitration or in industry. While 
section of the community remains without 
the jurisdiction of the Arbitration Court the 
other section will profit by their labours. 
The moment the primary producers obtain 
a price for their gDods equal to the cost 
of production they will become equal with 
the wage earners in the citv and that 
moment will be the be<t day that has ever 
happened fDr Queensland. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Come over here, (Laughter,) 

:Mr. MORGAN: I only want the producers 
other than the sugar-growers placed in the 
same position as the sugar-growers, because 

I recognise that from an agricultural point 
of now the sugar-growers are the most 
prosperous community in Queensland, 

Mr. HYKES: They bitterly opposed the 
aw ud, The hon, member for Mirani knowR 
that. 

Mr. MORGAK: If the award of the 
Doard of Trade and Arbitration was able 
to make the sugar industry as prosperous 
as it is to-day, then by rna.king an award for 
workers engaged in other rural industries 
it _,-ill be able to make the dairying, fruit, 
and wheat industries prosperous also, 

:\lr, HARTLEY: \V here is the " red flag" 
110l'i'1 

:\Ir, llR',:.;D: \Vhat is going to happen to 
the basic wag<:: 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE AND STOCK : 
If YOU arc not careful, vou will be in the 
Do;1ain next. ~ 

Mr. BRAND : The front Government bench, 
are not game to carry out the hon. member's 
suggestion. 

J\;lr, :N10RGA)J: I have come to the con· 
elusion that in opposing awards being made 
by the Board of Trade and Arbitration our 
people were silly and foolish, and the time 
ha,- now come when they should change 
their policy in that regard. 

GoYERNMEXT JI.1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr, HYli'ES: A death-bed repentance. 

Jl.lr, JI.IORGAK: If that is brought about, 
it ,,-ill be thP larger centres of population 
thc.t will suffer most, It is quite uvident 
that the Doar·d of Tra.de and Arbitration has 
come to the conclusion that it will :wt 
ful'thLr inrrea:-.<' -.,yagcs. It is also c ident 
thut it has con1e to a conclusion not to reduce 
\Vorking hours any further, and, in order to 
place the worker on a better footing, inquiric', 
are now bPing conducted into the cost of 
clothing. The vcr~v n1ornent it deci,des that 
it '.rill not in("'La"e the \vagf"3 of the worker 
anL: will not reduce hjs working hour~, no 
\\'ill con1c to a succ.:-;:"ful conclusion. Tlwre 
i~ onlv one wav to ,;ccure 20s, worth of valuc 
for the £1 sterling, and that is by preventing 
the purch~sing price of money from going 
down. If the Government will give a living 
WRf'P to rural workers and place them on a 
standard similar to the sugar-growers, they 
will then be in clover. 

l\Ir, HYNES (Tolci"·t·ilh): I was very 
plea'·.cd to hear the remarks of " Comrade " 
Morgan, the hon. member for :\lurilla. 
(Laughter,) Thcv show that he at last sub­
ocribco to a principle · ·hich has alwa_c·s been 
a•d,-ocatccl by this rmrty-a decent wage for 
all industrial workers. vYc have always sub· 
..,,·ribccl to the principle that, b~ increas!ng 
lhc \vages of the workers of tho commumty, 
~;ou nccf ~'"rily must inercase their purcha~in~ 
po\\cr, and the p-eople whom the horL mem· 
her states h,- rcprosenh in this Chamber­
the primarJ produccn,-will benefit more than 
uny other class by an increase in wages by 
reason of the fact that the wage-earners, who 
coustitute the major portion of the commu­
nity, will then be in a position to pay a 
decent price for and purchase a larger 
amount of the < '>mmoclities produced by 
prjmary producers. 

I hope that the farmers' associations with 
which the hon, member is associat0d will take 
~teps to secure at least the basic wage for 
the rural and industrial workers in our rural 
industries. I am very pleased to know that 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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one member of the Opposition has had the 
courage to make such a statement in this 

·Chamlwr. vVc have made similar statements 
here on several orcasion~. and haYo received 
nothing but hostile criticism from the col· 
league; of the hon. member. I am very g·lad 
that. even at this elc,-enth hour, the hon. 
member has r<''Jlised the wisdom of the policy 
which has always been the policy of this 
partv. It is quite a simple matt·er to secure 
an a'\vard to govern the rural industries. All 
the associations with which the hon. member 
is connected need do is to make application 
to the Board of Trade and Arbitration. If 
the industrial unions concerned do make such 
nn applicat;on. I hope the hon. member for 
~1urilla will conrageouslv come along and 
exprccs the opinion he has expressed here 
to-night. 

At 7.58 p.m., 
l\Ir. F. A. COOPER resumed the chair. 
Mr. HYKES: I desire to make reference 

·to a statement made bv the hon. member for 
Mirani. H0 stated th~t the thing he regrots 
tnostlv in connection with the administration 
-of th~ arbitration policy of this party is the 
non-obsenance of a\Yar·ds made by the Board 
of TradP and Arbitration. We realise that 
i.~ a pretty serious thjng, but it is green in 
mv mcrr,orv that in 1916 the hon. member 
fo~ 1Iirani "organised the farmers against the 
Dickmn av ard, and h0, with other agibctors of 
the farmers' unions, went through the district 
where I was organising for the Australian 
\Yorkers' l:nion and induced the farmers to 
go on strike against the award of the court. 
The hon, member now has the tPmcntv to 
come here and decrv the verv action of w'hich 
he himself was guiity. · 

~Ir. S\YAYKE (Jfirani): 1Ir. Cooper, I 
rise to a point of ord-er. The statement 
made by the hon. member for Towm,-i.llc is 
quite untrue. I would not have risen but 
thar the >tatcnwnt has been made so often. 
I .ask that it be withdrawn, 

Th · TEMPORAHY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
There is no point of order. 

:VIr. HYC\ES: I was organising for the 
Australian \Yorkers' Union at the time, and 
I know the influence of the hon. member was 
nsed in the direction of getting the farmers 
i!l the Mackay district to object to paying 
the rates prescribed by the Dickson award, 
and, as a result, the ·workers were locked 
Dut. 

Mr. CaLLI~;~: At Proserpine, too. 
Mr. KELSO: Are you not going to accept 

the denial of the hon. member for Mirani? 

Mr. HYNES : Reference has been made 
bv the hon. member for Mirani to the dis­
p~lte that has occurred in his district between 
two union~. I take it that the hon. member 
referred to what is known as the Louisa 
Creek dispute. In that case one union 
claimed that certain work should be done 
by members of their union, and the other 
union said that the work should be done 

by members of their organisa­
[8 p.rn,] tion, There would have been a 

serious hold-up if it had not 
been for the intervention of the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration-a body which was 
brought into existence bv this Government. 
The Labour Government" enacted legislation 
establishing the Board of Trade and Arbitra. 
t.ion, and, as a. result, a great deal of indus. 
trial peace has been brought about; and the 

rMr. Hynes. 

vcrv case the hon. member has cited to-night 
is ~ne in point. As a result of that dispute 
the sugar sheds at Louisa Creek were filled 
to overflowing, and the farmers were faced 
with the position that they would have to 
cease operations on account of not being 
able to get their sugar away. The Board 
of Trade and Arbitration intervened and 
summoned representatives of the two unions 
to Brisbane. An agreement was arrived at, 
as a result of which industrial peace has been 
restored and the growers are able to carry 
on their harvesting operations. The Board 
of Trade and Arbitration has effectively 
carried out a large number of the duties 
which it was brought into being to carry 
out; and, as a. result of the intervention of 
the Board in many industrial disputes, in· 
stead of the contesting parties fighting it 
out in the old way by a strike or lockout, 
they have been able to come to an amicable 
agreement. 

I notice there has been an increase of, 
approximately, £7,000 in connection with 
t.his vote, and I consider that that money 
has been well spent. The Board of Trade 
and Arbitration is not getting the prestige 
to \vhich it is entitled. Just consider the 
important duties that the Board has to 
carry out as compared with the duties of 
the other courts ! If a man in the Gulf 
country is charged with stealing a " poddy " 
calf, no money is spared in the endeavour 
t'l bring that man to justice. The whole of 
th0 machinery of justice is at the disposal 
of the Crown, and a large amount of money 
is expended in connection with the matter, 
y0t a large number of people object to the 
expenditure of public money in connection 
with the Board of Trade and Arbitration, 
which has to do with the fixing of wages, 
which concerns thousands ,and thousands 
of industrialists. concerns their standard of 
living, and their bread and butter problem. 
The Board o£ Trade and Arbitration is 
carrying out the work for which it was 
created, and in most cases it is doing it very 
effectively. 

There i.< one aspect of their duties to 
which I wonld like to refer, and with which 
I am not altogether satisfied-that is in 
connection with the collecting of data for 
price-fixing. It is futile to endeavour tD 
m~intain living stand11rds for the industrial 
workers by fixing wages alone. As a natural 
c-orollary to wage fixation we should have 
fixation of prices. \Ve find that in very 
man" iLstances \vhat the \vorker secures bv 
wa~ of an increase in ·wages he loses as :J 
consumer by the incrPase in prices. I am 
pleased that the Boar'd of Trade and Arbi· 
tra tion is taking this matter in hand and is 
Pngagcd in an investigation \vhic.b. shouJd 
have very good results. The old system of 
arriving at the cost of living was obso1ete 
and stupid. The Commonwealth Statis· 
tirian's figures WPre accepted in connection 
with the cost of living. Those figures were 
compiled from statements or reports sent 
in b:,· various busine'·-' people in the corr· 
rnnnity. For instance, the grocer sent in hi~ 
monthly report to the Commonwealth Sta.tis· 
tician, and other business people diJ the 
sa~ne thing. In alnlDst E:'\~ery case the people 
wpplying the data were employ<lrs of lr,bour, 
so we had the spectacle of th" employer 
giving the data upon which the wage of his 
0mployce was fixed. That is not a coerect 
method of arriving at the cost of living, alid 
I am glad that the Board of Trade and 
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Arbitration io tackling the question in a 
n1orc scientific n1anncr. 

If we rrrc to 1naint1in confid,__,nce in the 
operations of the Board of T;·,ccle and Arbi­
tration, it must be understood that the board 
i,; going to base its award on the eo% of 
living and that it is going to arrive at the 
effective wage of the worker by taking into 
account the purchasing power of the money 
be rccein's as wages. It is absolutelv futile 
to export conientmcnt an1ongst the~ indu8-
trial workers if. while we keep increasing the 
nominal wage, we do not aliow the purchas­
ing power of the money which th.!;l Y1orkcr is 
gctti ng to be regulated by the board. It 
was Yory wise on the part of the Govc•rnnHmt 
to g-ive th0 duty of price fixation to the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration, which also 
hieS authority to fix wages. The two thing'· 
sh_pnld always be worked together. 

1\fr. \V,\LKER: How would you deal with 
the cost of "living? What improvement 
would you ma,kc? 

:\Ir. HYNES: Ther0 is one thing >vhich 
should be done-that is to preYent the ex­
ploitation of the consumer. I co:1tcnrl that 
under the legislation passed b:: this party 
that can be done bv th<' Board of Trade and 
Arbitration fixing "the price of commodiiies. 

I do not think there is much dang<'r of 
the farmC'l·s being exploited at the ;n·c,ent 
time. They fix their o1vn prices, ar~d in 
nu1nv cases arbitrarily. 

An OPPOSITION 11E1!BER: That i;; quite 
wrong. 

:.\lr. HYNES: The consumers ar'' 11ot i.:kt•n 
jnto consideration when the prices of tJic·ir 
products are being fixed. 

:.\1r. ~DWARDR: You do not know what you 
arc hdking about. You arc spoiling a good 
speech. 

'VTr. HYN"ES: The hon. member is not 
looked upon as one of the g-eniuses of his 
partv. anrl he savs I do not know what 1 am 
talking about ! I have made a stndv of this 
nroblcm and know what I am talking- a bont. 
The hon. nwmbcr reminds me of 1\fark 
Twain's MrClintock. who made loud-sound­
in~!. rambling Bpecches, which amounted to 
nothing. 

]\fr. F:nwARns: \Yhat were you pulled up 
in Mark ay for? 

Mr. HY"JES : When I >vas in Mackav 
! put in the wh_o]e of my time ~rying to 
1m:wove the condrtwns of the workmg- class. 
and I succc<'dod prettc· well in doing it. 
Anv m>tn who lived in tho district wher0 
I IYas always gave me credit for doing that 
BPlne thing. At anv rat.c, I nE'Yer wePt out. 
Jike t,he hon. rnen1ber, organising- ost?-nsiblv 
for the primary prodncer and beat mv col­
lcao;nc for his job. In the em·ironment in 
which I have worked that was called "scab­
bing-," and I was neYer guilty of "scabbing" 
on a mate. 

1 want to draw the att!'ntion of the Minis­
ter to what, in my opinion. is a.n important 
matter. I refer to the expenses allowed to 
men who arc called upon bv the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration to att'ond round-table 
conferences to discuss matters in dispute and 
cndcaYour to preserve industrial peace. In 
man;· cases men who are broug-ht from their 
f'Yf'ry-c:hv vvork to Brisbane do r1ot receive 
sufficient expenses to enable them to avoid 
inc:urrinc: fi_nancial disability through coming 
here. Their serYices are given to the corn-

umnity in an endeavour to arrive at amicable 
settlements of disputes, and they should not 
be expected to suffer financially. I commend 
to the Minister the proposition that liberal 
expenscs shonld be allowed to all repre­
sentatives who are brought before the Board· 
of Trade and Arbitration. 

Mr. vVARREN (]£urrumba): I admit 
frankly that I am an absolute believer in 
arbitration. I also believe that arbitration, 
like democracy, is on trial. I believe that 
it is the duty of every man who thinks 
anything of his country to do everything 
he can to make arbitration a success, and 
that it is not possible to build up a great 
Stat.e except through arbitration and co­
operation. 

I was rather astounded at the utterances 
of the t>rO last speakers, one of whom said 
thrrt the farmer is getting an undue benefit 
by fixing the price, of his products. That 
is not a true statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR .\GRIOULTURE: No one 
said that. 

}lr. \V.ARREN: He did say that, but I 
1rant to say that only in a protected indus­
tr: .. is the producer getting anything like 
a hving wage. It has been said in this 
Ch unbc r to-clay-from the other side, too­
that the producer is a worker in the true 
s0nse of the word. The producer is the 
greatest worker in Queensland. No man 
doing- a labourer's work has to work as hard 
as the producPr, and I do not agree with 
the 'tatcrncnt made by the hon. member for 
Murilla. Until we can fix prices for the 
producPr, arbitration cannot be applied to 
!urn. It would be absolute murder. I am 
spcoaking from my own point of view and 
not from the party point of view; ~nd I 
;ay. that. until we bring about that harmony 
;dnch we ''- ould all like to see, it is absolutely 
nnpossrble and absurd to apply arbitration 
awards to the producer. He is sweated, 
and will always be sweated, because, unfor­
tunately, he cannot sell his products at a big 
pnce. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
farn1er lacks in1agination. 

Mr. WARREN: The Minister says that 
the fanner lacks imagination. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: was 
referring to you. 

Mr. WARREN: The producer does lack 
imagination. I am a producer myself. I 
ha.-e tried to organise the producers during 
the past thirty years, and in some cases 
I have had a grca t amount of success. The 
fruitgrowers were organised until the Govern­
ment interfered and reorganised them to a 
fin" point of e(!icicncy, Until the farmers 
are thoroughly organised it is idle for us 
to talk about applying arbitration to the 
agriculturists. Let me refer to milk, which 
is the most essential clement in the susten­
ance of children. V\'hat has the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration done for those con­
nected wit.h the milk trade. It has extended 
protection to the middleman, but no 
protection for the producer. Until the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration gives serious 
consideration to the essentials of life it is 
useless saying what arbitration will do for 
the people of Queensland. What. is it doing 
for the producer? The producer is pro­
ducing more and more. It is all humbug 
to talk about the farmer obtaining a fair 

JJir. WaTrcn.] 
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price for hie produce. All this talk about 
r rice-fixing ie only throwing dust in the 
e.vc, of the ;yorkers, and is done· purposely 
to throw dust in the eyes of the workers. 
There is no sinccritv in it. It will not hit 
the " fat n1an." The "fat man" is agree· 
ing with the Government to-dav. The Go­
vernment nro not attempting to benefit the 
workers. They arc merely hoodwinking 
tlwm with the pr~sent arbitration system. 
They are making no attempt to benefit 
Queensland. They are doing something only 
to hold on to their positions in this Chamber, 
8 nd the longer thev can hold on the better 
for themselves. They do not give a rap 
for Queensland. I stand for arbitration; 
but I stand f1rst and foremost for arbitration 
for the producer, because I believA that is 
where you must start. I am trying to show 
the fallacy of the pr0sent arbitration system 
which really benefits the middleman. ' 

BYcr:v hnn. mcmb0r v;l~hcs to sec indnstrial 
jWo.ce. but the grcnt majority of people ','ho 
.1re ~up..,G-(1·0 to hr>nrfit bv this lf'[6:dnHon 
nJmt admit that the benefit is a YCl'V doubt­
fu! 0!1(', Thn rnnk producer is pn,Yil1JS nny~ 
thmg from £10 to £15 per ton for fodder. 
and is a~ "down and ont '~ a.;; anv pcr·,on 
< an no,;iblv be. Instr'ad of the Board of 
Trade und Arbitration a;;;~i-tin';"( that pro­
dtH'{'1', it l1·(s a~c;:i"ted thr> Htiddlcr~:an. 

I\.Jr. CLAYTO~: The dair\·nuu1 onh- receives 
ls. 4d. per lb. for butt0r. · ' 

::\Ir. 'YARRE~: I am enlv :-::ho·\ incr in onf' 
tn~t-lnre-a Ycry 1ittL thing probably to ~~ 
!nt of pC'oplP, hut n hlg thing' to the p~opk 
mr"rr,tcd~that the>' producers. \Vho work 
at all lwnrs of the de1y and nid1t in ore!< to 
upplv the children of Brisb,me with that 

ltff'.~t 0ssentiaL rnllk. rccciYe ycry little 
bcn<'fit from arbitration. 

:\fr. S\YAYNE (Jiircni\: As is mual. the 
hen. member for TownsYille could n'1t make 
R spcd·h without rnakin~ a personal attack 
·on rn:Y'·-~lf. 

.. \n OPPOSITION l\1DIBER: You arc a night­
more to him. 

l\11·. S\V A YT'~E: The reason is to be found 
in tiw fact t~at .twic,e he has opposed my 
Pl-Pcbon for Mn·am, and t•.:·ice I ha Ye ·defeated 
hirn. ~ 

0PPOStTTO~ ::\1E}fBERS: I-I Par, hear ! 
:\Ir. S\VA YNE: On one of those occa'•ions 

me- majority was one of the largc't that I 
ha v·~ ever recci.-ccl. He was born in the 
d;otrict. I have lived there for fortv vears 
and the people had the opportu~itv of 
choosing bC'twccn '", and thev chose me 
instead of him. · 

0PPO'·ITION MEliiBEll·, : IIcar, hear ' 

Mr. SW). YNE: I referred to the disloca­
ticm and lo~s whirh the sugar industrv has 
suffPred fron1 indu.·trial disturbancr ~- in 
which th2 hon. member for Townoville was 
·' factor. The "Telegraph" to-dav has this 
to cay~ .. 

" 'The financial position of the Govern­
ment-controlled mills in their relationship 
to the Treasury is gcneralh- unsatisfac­
tory.' stated the Auditor-General (Mr. 
G. L. Beal), ' and it cannot reasonablv 
be: expected that the· Trcasurv should 
continue to carry the losse> ;Dade. I 
understand that the Government has the 
matter under consideration. and has 
docidf'd not to operate in 1927 three of 
the mills.' " 

[Jlr. Warren. 

The Governrncnt contemplate closing- down 
three sugar-mill> .. · \Vhat will happen to the 
sugar farmers around those mills is a ques­
tion upon which hon. me>nbers can form their 
own opinic'n. I am afraid that what applies 
to thc'J<.~ GoYer:nment, mill~ al~o applies to 
smnc co-operative mills. Ho,yover. it shows 
that the no<-ition of the industrv is serious. 
That posi'tion is largely attributable to the 
industrial strife I have alluded to. Ther<'· 
fon' I \\·a·· quite justified in referring to the 
n1ath~r and tnaking a practical suggestion 
that something should be done to cope with 
it. That is something which come hon. mem­
bers do not do. The Secretarv for Railw•.\ s 
hos fnund it nooee.sary to introduce a B~ll 
enabling the Commissioner to deal with strife 
jn the railwaYs. The hon. D10n1ber for rr~owns­
viJl.o rcfono~l to anothPr industrial matter 
which"'", roelly a dispute between the water­
side workers and the members of the Austra. 
lian Workers' Union~that at Louisa Creek. 
I am not concerned with the merits of that 
dimute, but what I do say is that it caused 
seri--lt, JoG-s and inconvenience to a ]argr 
nu·nbcr of producers. and it brou?;ht that 
mill to the verrre of stopping operations. It 
fnrth1'r supports m;;· argument that. if there 
j~, any statc<;(manship on the Government side, 
t~H'Y will doviso some method of coping with 
cata-trophes of that kind. 

Mr. COLLT:\'S Wowrn): I li toned very 
a:trntiYclv to the hon. member for 11irani. 
He cannot dispute the fact that in 1916 he 
"d,-is"d the I'roserpine farmers to resist the 
Dirk~on c_nvard. 

~lr. I-lxxER: He !;HlYf'd th:- ; djournn1ent of 
thie Home to discuss th1• award. 

Mr. COLLINS: Yes. The farmers of the 
ProserpinP district ha Ye never forgiven the 
ho11. n"'It~bcr for ?.'lirani. because time has 
prm"ed him to have been ''" false g·uide. The 
hon. member urged men to disregard an 
a. ward nroscribccl !1v the court, 0 d he risu in 
thi:;; Ch2.mbrr a.ncl tries to tJreac~1 a new 
gospel~tha t the workers should at all times 
abidl' b~· an a" 1rd. \Vh:v did he not preach 
that gospel at that time 9 

\Ve all know that the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration has control of the Profiteering 
PreYcntion Act. The point I want to make 
is whether price-fixing will prove beneficial 
to the mass of the workers. That can be 
borne out. onlv as time rolls on. I have 
waited, and I· am prepared to wait, to see 
if it t. nds in the direction of bringing about 
the obj00tive of this party. I do know 
that there are cerbin firms in Queensland 
which '"c making enormous profits. 

Mr. KELSO: \Yhat. is your objective? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. COLLI:\'S: I shall quote from tpe 
Brisbane "Courier " of 18th September, 
1926. dealing with a firm bv the name of 
:\1c "'hirters' Limih•d. Thev made a profit 
for the last financial year o'f £84,181. 

Mr. Knso : Is that net? 

M1·. COLLil';S: I am giving the exact 
words reported in the "Courier"; £84.181 
was distributed amongst their shareholders 
as a profit. 

Mr. KELW: Is that a net profit? 

TlH· TE:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. COLLI:NS: Mr. .. \. J. Lansdowne 
said~ 

" Another point on which I would like 
to touch is the enormous increase in 
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wages. You will notice our increase 
in working expenses is £11,973. Of t-his 
amount increases in wages represent 
£11,700. This enormous increase had 
to be met." 

I want to make a point there. First of all, 
the profits "·ore £84,181. 

:Mr. \VALKr.R: "Gnder a Labour Govern­
ment? 

:Yfr. COLLI"\S: The chairman refers to 
the enormous incri.:ase in wage·~, and reading 
on there is this st-atement-

" ::Ylr. R. J. Archibald said: l'\ow we 
haYe a series of years where we have 
senn the profits mounting from £40,000 
in 1921 to £84,000 in 1926." 

You notice the point, Mr. Cooper-the 
enormous increase of wag<'s-£11,700. No men­
tion of the enormous increase in profits from 
£40.000 in 1921 to £84,000 in 1926! When I 
toad that it. called to my mind a saying 
by Thomas Car!ylo. speaking of a cotton 
manufacturer-

" Noble spinners, this is the hundrecl 
thousand we haYe gained, wherein I 
mean to dwell and plant Yin0yards; the 
hundred thousand is mine the three and 
sixpence daily was yours ; adieu, noble 
spinners, drink my health with this 
groat each, ,,-hich I give you over and 
above.'' 

That is practically what Mr. Lansdowne 
said ,,.lwn he strc ;sed the enormous increase 
of ,,·ages of £11,000, and inferentially stressed 
the small amount. of profits of £84,000. The 
'hon, member for Cooroora might know of 
this in~tance. Thrtt report puts mo in mind 
of a mining speculator of Gympie, a Cornish­
man, who on receiving a dividend from a 
mine said to me, "You know, Mr. Collins, 
a 6d. dividend is very light, but a 2d, call 
is very h€~xy." (Laughter.) Theoe people 
make enormous profits, but. of course they 
are not enormous from their point of view. 
"The only thing that was enormous was 
£11,700 incrf'ase in wages. 

:vlr. ',YALKER: Quote about Alexander 
Stewart and Sons? 

Mr. C\RTER: Quote that yourself when you 
.get up. 

1\fr. COLLIN"S: The Board of Trade and 
Arbitration is doing useful work. Soon after 
th(· general election, we had a dispute on the 
watel' front amongst the men at Bowen, 
which WllS taken in hand by the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration. That dispute was 
settled. and up to the present we have had 
no furth~r trouble at that centrL Many of 
those disputes nn be settled if a 1i ttle 

c:ommon Bcnsc 1s cxerrised. 
rs.30 p.m.] \Ye hrcve on the Board of 

Trade and Arbitration men of 
common sense, "'ith tlw result that a decision 
was gin 1 in connection with the Bowen dis­
put0s frmn a common-sense viewpoint, and 
I am told that things are working very sati•­
factoril;.- inasmnch as the port of Bowen 
w-dav is loading and unloading goods 
as eh ea ply as any other port in ;.J orth 
Queensland. That goes to prm'e that the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration has done 
good <York in that direction. I am satiSfied 
tl:at, as time rolls on and people, especially 
the \Yorking masses, realise the effects of 
arbit.ration. we shall hav0 less and less of 
±hrsc indUB!rial disputes, \Ve arc fairly free 

from industrial disputes compared with 
other countries in the world. Look at that 
great country, Great Britain. and see what 
is taking place there at the present time, 

?,Tr. KELSO: That is where the Marquess 
of Salisbury lives. (Laughter.) 

~,fr. C'OLLIJ'\S: Yes, and it mav be news 
to the hon. member for Nundah" that th" 
1\Iarquo.os of Selisbury owns land on which, 
I understand, there is more than ono 
f'oa1mine. Let us contrast what is taking 
pla.co in this Com!Jwnwea 1 th to-day wi1h 
what is takin>: plac(; in Great Britain. When 
people talk about this being a land of strikes 
the~~ arc talking nothing lJut shcel' nonscn~c. 
fn Circat Britain for the last six months there 
lH~YC been a rnillio~1 ~en out on strike and 
not prodnring anythir1g, cl0mnnc1ing- what 
thr, con:;idc•r their rights, a,nd h0rc in _t\us­
i"rali 1. e·,,1wciollly in Quct·n~land. \YC' arc pra~,· 
ti< ,l! fr""' from industrifll upheayal. Of 
r ·ur~o I knov:· tha.t 11on. n1cmhcrB opposite 
g('t. n1 rrnPr1 if the~~ sec half a dozen TYlC'll on 

~tril<e. I do not know what would happen 
if tlwv \YOre in Great Britain; thev would 
lwcom.P paralysed altogether. ~ 

:Hr. KELSO: Did :on ha Ye a strike at 
l3owen? 

!\Tt. \:OLLIXS: \Ye hu\'0 had more tha01 
01w ~trikc i11 1'1lP Bo~,-pn rlPf'tOr;'ltC'. and. in 
;ni1c of all the st,ikcs that haYc taken place 
th0rc. I ha vc z on o out on top every time. 

I got 1111 "\Vith thf' exrn·pss purpose of point­
iu{r ou' th:1t thr Board of Tr:JdP a.nd A.rbi­
lr;~tion cnn do good \York in eonncrtion with 
thr~ i11qnir.r into the clothing· t-rade, and I 
hope it will get c lrrect cYi<lcncA, bPccusc it 
bas the power to gd it. and I trust that about 
t.l~i~ time next y,-.ar \VC' shrdl not be rrading 
iu t.hP ·' Brish~np C'o11ri('r" about one firm 
hflYlng to pa;<- enormo11~ inf'n:arocd \\, ng-cs and 
n i:'-lo ha Ying cnonnot!~ i nf'rrascd prof-it~. \Yo 
a 11 kno··· that the people (~gaged in the 
f'loi hill~· tratlf~ :_HC' rnaki:!Jg' enorn1ous profits, 
as is shown bv the balance-sheets of the 
rl' (l"er0nt Jll'fllS publi lwd frmn time to time. 
\'re all realise thcv arc rnaking greater pro­
A1s tho.n the man, on the land, and greater 
profit,o; than thP avcr:1ge busines~ conf'ern. I 
urn plea,ed to think that the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration h;B taken the matter in 
band, and I tru ;t that in the near future 
we shall src a reduction in the price of 
clothing. 

:Mr. M \XV1"ELL (Toownng): The Opposi­
tion op~·ht to Le gratifi0d at the statement 
rr1adP sorno time afio by the Premier in con­
nection with the> Board of Trade and Arbi­
n-ation bc{ng the proper authority to deal 
"·ith the llfcsic wage. It seems to me t.hat 
the Gon'rnmcnt at la't hav0 agreed with the 
arguments adduced by the Opposition during 
tho lost se'' ,ion of Parliam0n1. The amount 
of ridicule that \Vas heaped on the Opposi­
tion dnring the recent PlPctions \vas mis­
place{!, as the Gm·crnment have adopted the 
suggestion made by the Opposition that the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration was the 
proper place to decide w!Jat the basic wage 
shvulrl be. 

In repl~-ing to the statement made by the 
hon. mcmb<>r for Tmvnsvillc, I \vant to refer 
to what seems to m-, to be a contradictory 
statement. He- \Vas clc-oling with Federal 
statistics r0lating to the cost of living, which 
he said were absolutely wrong because thev 
were framed from information supplied be 
the employers. If that is the case-and I 

Mr. Ma:x;well. J 
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mmt aeccpt the statement of the hon. member 
-1 wond·cr how he can accept the statement 
he has given, based on figures supplied by 
employers, that Queensland has the lowest 
cost of living in the Commonwealth. Accord­
ill?" to the hon. gentleman, the employ.cr 
cannot be so bad in his attitude towards the 
employee. I was .ommvhat struck by the 
statement made bv the Secr.ctary for Labollr 
and Industry-whom I congratulate upon h1s 
first appearance in introducing the Estimate 
of his department-in reference to the ques­
tion of profiteering. ~\ll I can say is that a 
new prophet has arisen in the Government. 
There is an old adage that " new brooms 
sweep clean," and, accor·ding to the Minister. 
now that hf' is the :Minister the question of 
profitccring is going to be dealt with by the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration. At the 
present time there is .a gentleman occupying 
the poeition of l'ricc-Fixing Cornmissioncr-
1\fr. Ferry. 

A GOVERN11ENT MEMBER: You arc wrong. 

l\Ir. MAXWELL: I mean that Mr. Ferry 
occupied the position prior to the Board 
of Trade and Arbitration taking it on. I 
am aware that, as soon as the board was con­
stituted, the members of the board took 
over the· control of price-fixing. It was 
assorted during the election by hon. members 
opposite in pamphlets which they issued that 
they were going to ded with profiteering. 
If profiteering was going on to the extent 
they would lead us to believe, why did they 
not deal with it before? That was a most 
ridiculous statement for hon. members oppo­
'ite to make. It is not long since we 
had an Economic CommiFaion, presided over 
by Mr. Sutcliffe, a Commonwealth statis­
tical officer, for the purpose of securing 
data on which to arrive at the fixation of the 
basic wage; but perhaps the hon. member 
for Townsville would not be prepared to 
accept the opinion of a man of the statistical 
ability of Mr. Sutdiffe, owing, perhaps, to 
the tainted information that had been sup­
plied by the employers of Australia. Mr. 
A. B. Piddington, who went into the question 
of the wealth production of Queensland, 
expressed a different opinion to that of the 
Economic Commission ~ in connection with 
the basic wage. The determination of the 
basic wage is now a function of the l3oard 
of Trade and Arbitration. Then we find 
that the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 
m accordance with the Act, can hear and 
determine the prices of commodities. I do 
not know where all this is going to lead us. 
The whole trend of this debate and the 
effect of what we hear elsewhere is that 
unlesa a. section of industry can get. not 
only a b1gger amount of profit out of indus­
try, but, as has been said by the agitating 
class, can secure the whole of the means of 
production. they will not be satisfied. And 
they would not be satisfied even if they got 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
\Vho are the agit-ating class? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman is 
one of them. He does not believe in Arbi~ 
tra tion Courts. although he is the Minister 
in charge of this department. He believes 
in a co-operative commonwealth where wages 
boards und arbi tra t.ion courts would be 
abolished. If we are to maintain industrial 
[W1.ce and stop these disputes which act 
to the disadvantage of the community. we 
must amend the exist.ing law, and I hope 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

that even at this late hour the Government 
will do something in that direction. I drew 
the attent.ion of Parliament some time ago. 
to the necessity for the amendment of the 
.'I. et. 

'fhe TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member will not be in order in reading 
hjs remarks. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not going to read 
them. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member cannot discuss prospective legis. 
lation or proposals for legislation on this 
vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I was pointing out 
bow we can obtain industrial peace, and I 
wac. trying to advise our friends on the other 
Ride that, if they desire to accomplish the 
objective which they say they want to. 
achieve, they will at an early date introduce 
legislation which will brmg that about. 
under present conditions it is impossible 
for an a ward to be given for any extended 
period. The Act is perfectly explicit. I 
refer hon. members to section 16 (1), where 
thev mav read the provision for themselves. 
As" of tell as either a union or an employer 
chooses. so often can the;; or he approach 
the court, and so keep an industry_ !n a 
stB to of unrest. I hope that the new Mm1ster. 
who I have said believes in a co-operative 
commonwealth. will bear this in mind. If 
he will only bring about such a condition 
as I have in mind, I shall forgive a good 
many things he has done, and. believe ~hat 
lw is working towards a cond1t10n of thmgs 
which makes for industrial peace in the 
St.ate of >vhich he is a Minister of the Crown. 
I am making these statements because I 
believe them and because of the experiencE·s 
I haYn had in my businc"s career. I am one 
of those men-and there are numbers of 
them on this side of the Chamber-who 
realise that the only way to have a peaceful 
community is bv having indust.t·ial peace, 
and not b;~ stirri~g up industrial strif''· which 
a section of members on the other side are 
doing by their speeches and in every other 
way ~possible. 

Mr. HYNES (Town.nille): I desire to 
reply to the statement of t.he hon. member 
for ~firani with regard to the Dickson award. 

An OPPOSITION ME1!BER: He beat you 
twice. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HYNES: I do not bear the hon. 
member anv ill will for that. The electors 
o{ Mirani have my sympathy. (Laughter.) 
I bear no grudge against the hon. member. 
There was onlv a small margin between us, 
and I can as.sure hon. members that the 
hon. member " had the wind up " on both 
occasions. On 29th August. 1916. in this 
House, the hon. member for Mirani brought 
up the matter of t.he Dickson award. On 
pag-e 125 of " Hansard " for that year the 
Sp"eaker reported that he had received the· 
following letter:-

" 29th Aug-ust, 1916. 
''The Speaker, 

"Legislative Assembly. Queensland. 
"DPar Mr. Speaker,-I desire to give· 

vou not.ice in accordance with Standing 
Order No: 135. when the House meets 
1 his afternoon for the conduct of public 
bus;nc•s 1 shall move its adjournment 
for the purpose of debat.ing a definite 



Supply. [21 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1305 

matter of urgent public importance­
Yiz. the late award .in connection with 
the "ugar industry which is seriously 
e~ffecting the industry. 

" I am, dear Mr. Speaker, 
''Yours very sincerely, 

"E. SW.i!.YNE." 

In a lengthy speech the hon. member 
attacked the award. 

Mr. SWAYKE: Quite justifiably. 

Mr. HY:\ES : I had something to do with 
that award. I wrrs in the court. The evi­
dence that the hon. member for Mirani 
brought before this Chamber was similar to 
the evidence that was adduced before the 
court by the person representing the 
employers in the indttstry. 

Mr. BRA:lD: Do you consider it was a 
reasonable award? 

Mr. HYNES: 2\Iost decidedly. I take 
some credit for !wiping to secu~e it. The 
hon. member for Mirani denies my statement 
that he was opposed to the award. He made 
a lengthy speech asking the Government to 
npsct the. award. in the same way as a pre­
viOus l\hmster had upset a carting trade 
a\. ard for Central Queensland. The hon, 
member refers to the judge of the court in 
these terms-

" He is only like a mad elephant 
trampling and devastating everything 
before him. I hope the Government will 
use the power thm- ha,-e in their hands 
u_nder section 46 to' solve the present posi­
hon. Unless the-, do this something 
serious will occur." 

Mr. MAXWELL: \Vha.t does that prove? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yon incited the workers to 
flout awards. 

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member for 
~\!Iirani wanted the Government to exercise 
some powers that he• said thev had under 
the Act in order to defeat an award of the 
~ourt. I know that he made certain remarks 
m Ma.ckay for the. purpos.e of inciting thG 
farmers there to stnke agamst the award. I 
want to point out how inconsistent the hon. 
gentleman is. .Tltat is really my reason for 
r.~fernng to thrs matter. The hon. member, 
lrKe ma'_l:·- other ~on. members opposite, 
would lrkc rndmtnal conditions f1or the 
':''OI'kers fixed in the same way as they were 
hxNl pnOI' to tho pa,,,ing of any Arbitni­
twn Ac~. In 1906, when the first attempt was 
made to regulate the wages in the sugar 
rndustry Ill the Mackav district the hon. 
member fot l\Tircni repre~cnted th~ employers 
at _the confl'rC'ncc, and an agreement vvas 
arnYccl at. The "'' orkers had to accept that 
agreement becaru• they wore poorly organ­
ISed at the time. There was something done 
wlnch does not reflect any credit on the hon. 
1ncm_bor for l\lirrtni. In fixing the wage they 
provided that the maximum wage should be 
3s. 4d. a day. At that time the workers were 
uneducated in arbitration matters and 
these men who came fresh from th~ fields 
did not understand the tcrminologv of that 
agreement. To me it looked like a' sly piece 
of \York. Tlw cmp]o,·ers used the word 
"1naxi1num" in place~ of the \vord "mini­
mum." ·when they provided that the maxi­
mum rate was to be 3s. 4d. a dav it meant 
that. the minimum rate could be" anything, 
or, 1!1 other words, the farmers who paid 
more than 3s. 4d. a day would be " scab-

hing." Under our existing system· a mini­
mum rate rs fixed, and, if an employer 
considero an employee is entitled to more 
1han the minimum rate, he is permitted to 
pay in excess of that amount. I noticed 
with some regret that the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration in fixing wages a few weeks 
back were not guided altogether by the cost 
of living data upon whic,h they based their 
award. In order that future success be 
a'sured the Board of Trade and Arbitration 
and in order that industrial peace be main­
tained in our community it is absolutely 
eBsential and imperative, that the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration should give the 
workers an increase ·whenever an increase in 
the cost of living warrants it, and the in­
ncasc Rhould be commensurate with the 
increase in the cost of living. If that is not 
done, then the workers concerned will lose 
confidence in the Board of 'l.'rade and Arbi­
tration. I sincerely hope that that basis will 
be strictlv adhered to. and that the worker6 
"ill be C:iven a fair share in thn prosperity 
and the increased productivity of the. indus­
tries in which they are employed. It IS time 
that the workers got away from the fodder 
allowance. It is time that the workers 
shared equally with the employers in ths 
increased prosperity of an industry. If that 
is done. we shall bring about among the 
workers contentment and confidence in the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

:\ir. CLAYTON : You did not prove anything 
r <;'ainst the hon. member for Mirani. 

Ttcm (Board of Trade and Arbitration) 
a.grced to. 

IxSPECTION OF }IACHINERY, SCAFFOLDING, AND 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Bri$bane): I beg to 
n~ove-

" Tbat £31,321 be grantt>d for ' Inspec­
tion of Machinery, Scaffolding, and 
VVejghts .a,nd Measures.'" 

The total increase in the vote is .£1,765. 
There has been additional expenditure of 
£2.515 incurred in the appointment of 
additional inspectors to police the Weights 
and Measures Act. There are al"o the 
usual grade increases provided under the 
Public 'service award. The vote for "Con­
tingencies " disdoses a decrease of £750. 

:Mr. SWAYNE (Mimni): A good de.al of 
the work of these inspectors lies in my 
cl0ctorate because there arc several sugar­
mills ther~. The department is to be eompli­
tnented on having such an excellent body of 
r.10n. I am quite safe in s'1ying that they 
eh their work efficiently and with the least 
possible friction. The feeling between the 
inspectors and machinery owners in my 
electorate is good. 

Mr. MOORE (Au/,ig,,;): I would like 
some information from the Mini~ter respect­
ing the inspectors of weights and mf'~ cures. 
The udministration of the Act causes a good 
deal of inconvenience to people in outside 
districts. On what basis are the charge~ 
made under the Act? Supposing an inspec­
tor proceeds to a district whore there arc a 
dozen or more scales to inspect, is that 
inspector suppooed to charge mileage from, 
soy, ToowoomhaJ where he _comes frorn, to a 
place 50 miles distant agamst every owner 
of a set of scales that is inspccterl, or is 
the cost divided among all the owners of 

Mr. Moor11.1 
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stales? The cha.rg-cs 2.re beaoming very 
hcavv. and thP people are put to a great 
inronvcnicnce if their scales are sent away. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. ,J_ Kirwan. Brisbane): 'I'he fee< 
arc dividPd pro rata. If the expense,, of 
an inspector amount to £10. and he had 
twent.'" sets of sea les to inspect, those 
expenses would be divided a.mong the per­
son~;: conr.,-·rncd. 

Mr. TAYLOR (1T'i11dRor): The narticular 
item to which the Leader of the Opposition 
has just referred is a ven- considerable one 
in this vote, .a-rnounting aS it -does t'J n~arly 
£S.r~O- A little more informatio•1 mig-ht 
bu suppliP<l by the Minister to the Com­
mittee. V\That revenue is deri-,·f'd from the 
fees throughout the State? The coot of 
a dministerinp; the Ad is sd do•Yn et £7.700, 
and fifteen officers a re eng-aged in adminis­
terino: the Act. This -urn sc0ms a fa.ir 
amo~nt to oo expended for the supervision 
of this Act throug-hout the Stat . 

Mr. WALKER (Gooroora): We have been 
carrying- out the inspection of boilers very 
efficiently for the la.st twenty Q_r thirty 
years, a.nd of late I find the methods have 
been vastly improved. The officer in charge 
should be acqua.inted with that fact through 
the channel of this Chamber. Th0 matter of 
going over a. high-class boiler at the present 
time is really the work of an expert, and 
through the efficiency of the department 
the fact arises that there is an absence of 
news in our press as to explosions of boilers 
in Queensland. That shows distinctly tha.t 
in regard to our big boilers the supervision 
is very efficient. 

Some twelve months a.g-o, when an amend­
_ing Bill was going through this Chamber, 
I drew attention to the us''' of small engines 
which did not come within the scope of the 
Bill, which were unprotected and were rcallv 
a menace to those working them. I dre'v 
attention to the fact that the Machinerv 
and Scaffoldino: Department should be given 
power to act in co-ordination with the 
Department of _\griculture, which should 
empower its dairy experts to supervise the 
many small engines used on farms. I am 
not_ advocating at the present time any 
add1tlonal expense, because the officers of 
the Department of _'\.griculture could carry 
out the work. Since the time when I first 
mentioned the f!Uostion we have had two 
dreadful accidents in Queensland and another 
in New South Wale;:;, proving conclusiYelv 
that my argument was sound. I know wh~t 
I am talking about, as I have a first-class 
engine-driver's certificate. I claim tha.t a 
lot of those milking machines are a menace 
to the ch_ildren who have the duty of starting­
or stoppmg them. They are even a menace 
to an adult._ who has tho wit to run away 
from a.nv nsk. Throug-h the co-ordination 
of the two departmE>nts I mention officers 
could see that rails were erected to protect 
any little ones wlwn 10'1ning- over to do 

.something tD the engine or to attend to a 
belt-probably a twisted belt. Such action 
wou_ld no doubt result in the saving of lives. 
It IS a small suggestion, but a practical 
one, and I hope it will have the approval 
of the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: A verv 
good idea. " 

Mr. BRAND (Burrnm): Dealing- with the 
matter of inspectors of weights and measures 
as they applv to my electorate and country 

r]ir. Mom·e. 

towns in that electorate, these inspectors 
from time to time come around and inspect 
the various weights and scales in the different 
stores in the towns. Quite a number of the 
scales arc condemned. .\bout a dav after 
the inspector arrives another gentleman with 
a carriage arrives, pulls up at the railway 
station, and goe'' round claiming to be a 
ma.n qualified to fix up those scales and 
measures. The storekeepers in my electorate 
have a. strong suspicion that there is some­
thing in common between the inspector and 
the man who come,~ along later to adjust 
the scales. If they do not have their work 
done by that man, their scales are not going 
to he stamped. I ask the Minister if the 
Chief Inspector will make inquiries to ascer­
tain if there is any collusion between the 
inspectors and these individuals. 

The SECRET \RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane)· Replying 
to the hon. membPr for "Windsor. the amount 
of revenue secured as fees in connection with 
tho \Yeights and Measures Act for the year 
1925-26 was £6,740 3s. 3d. 

With regard to the matter raised by the 
hon. member for Burrum, I understand from 
the Chief Inspector of Weig-hts and 
Moasurps that c.ertain firms do this class of 
work. Surely the hon. gentleman does not 
suggest that any inspector emplmccd by thP 
department would condemn anv s<·a]e, that 
should not be condemned ! · 

[9 p.m.J 
}\Tr. nn.·.xn. The ::;torck:c·C'p(~l'S haYC' a SU:"­

picion about it. 

'!'hP SEC'RETARY FOR PUBLTCWOI~KS: 
Snpnos0 th0 d0nartmcnt did not a rrang-c for 
t],csc snlPs t0 be attended to anrl the unfor­
tunate ~torPkeencr cDuld not carrv on his 
tn.de. W" ,hould ha\"e another attark on the 
rlf'THlrtnlcnt for haT:ng inspectors condemn­
ing ~cah\s nnd not ha...-ing the nc~f'-;sarv 
:machinf'rv tn sec that th<: .=ctJcs wcrO 
adjusted.· 

?If r. ELr1lfXilTOXE: Could not the depart­
mental officer'· do that work thcmsdvcs? 

'fhe SFX.'RETARY" FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
That is a matter that might be considered, 
but I am assured bv the Chief Inspr•ctor that 
everything is above-board. It is only in 
cases \vhen: sral.cs an' condemned that thev 
arr~ att.cndr·d to, aHd it ;\ill bo recognised 
bv hon. mcmb0rs tlnt it is nccc· sa.v, in the 
interests of the ronntr:·; c.torck0epers, that 
their srales shonld h0 put. in proper order 
with the lnst posoible dday, so that they 
can carr;, on their businc~·,s. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Winrlso:"): There is one 
oth0r n1ntt0T in conne:::::on ·wit-h weights ,and 
m<>asurcs that migl1r. b0 looked into. T think 
I am when I '"V that the Railwav 
Dena.rtn1·~nt Ye their o~,,·n st df who travel 
t'OUfld in OllC Or two trucks \Yith all the 
Df'Cf'~sar~T applianrc,, for tPstlng railway 
,calc·s and machine, throw,hout the State. I 
do not knmv the nwthorl' adopted by the 
Departm••nt of Public ·works in haYing 
machines and scales tested, but it might be 
possible to haYe some co-operation between 
the RailwaY Department and the Department 
of Public \Yorks. If railway inspectors b·avel 
through the various tmYns of the Rtate, an 
arrang-ement might be n,ade for those inspec­
tors to do the work 110\'\ done by the inspec­
tors of the Public \Yorks DPpartrnont. If 
lhat were done, a goo,cl deal of money would 
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'be saved. I noticP that £1,0u0 Iced was 
recci,·ecl by the department thtn the cost of 

·Jr ~<-inu- scales. and it m-:~·ht br po~~ib]e bv 
:.erne co-operation LL'tv .. -r<'Il the t1vo depari­
'l1·ellt J to reduce the loss in tl1 .tt direction. 

:.\Ir. HIORDAJ:'-i (JJurkr): The suggestion 
·,)f the h)n. n1e111b:~r for \ ... \.,.illd:''Ol' i::; u good 
OJ,'. In 1n1ny r<F(~S it ·, ould b: po:-::~ible for 
tlrc inspector· conncct•cl \\·ith the Raih' av 
Dcpnrtm·.'Dt to do the tc,tinrr as ., o]l as the• 
'!-·.'Gl'k of rppaii·lng <lllY scales \hat \YC'l'e found 
·0ut cf orch.-.r. On n1an,- of•casjons YOU :"f'e the 
Railway Dcpartm.._•nt Insp-'ctor. the \vei"'ht~ 
a~H1 D1C1i'.UI'f'S in-pP-::tor, nnd thrte or ±our 
ether in::-per~tors in t'l\Yll ::1t the one ti1ne, and 
·it i· abont time• th t the head of the clPp:ut· 
1nt-nts. woke np to this and e~ -lcaYonred to get 
·r;ont(' co-ordin~t~ ion bt·b-..T~t:ll th<~ d.;:pnrnncnts 
tn v.-ith this \\·Jrk. It 1Yould rncau 
11 in the taxpw. l'r;-; of c·ut:cnsland 
if VYcrc adupt(·cl. ~ 

Ho:-c. \Y H. BAHXES (Wpnnum): I \Voulc! 
voint ont ·th_.,i thl' ::\Iiui"tc>r diLl not rt:nlv tn 
the inquiry lnttd~ by the hnn. nwn1b~r ~for 

I atn ~'tJN~ it \"-·n quite• uninten-
but th0 bo11. nH .nlwr for Cooroora 

t'rtl 1nc ·t i1nport nt poiJ:t in rc,nncction 
·': ith t1.:1·t:;,iu HHtchii;•~ry (J\ r ,,-hich apparently 
·th"l'(' 1~ no contro1, ap_.;:-1 he rpf(•!Tt·-1 to the 
fnct tbrt thrTc ~,yas vc•ry !::p·av·l' dtHlO'er Jf los"' 

·of life· in 1hat connr>e!~io;l. Th.at is a n1ost 
in-portunt point, and I tru~~-~- the hon. g·cntle­
man '<Yill furgi_-;h n n•pl:_v to the quc.,tion of 
thP hon. -;.1--:.rmbcr fur Cooroorn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC WORKS 
·(Hon. r.I . .J. Kirwan, Brisbane): It. is refresh­
ing to line! the hon. member for Cooroora 
.;·ugg<'siing that 1nore Yigilance should be 
displa,·ed by the oflicials of the department 
-itt t0nn0etion with cnrtain 1nachinerv usocl 
iu t},f• cl '~1 ~ :rng industr'~. As a rule~ when 
t.he department attprnpts to do an:·thing of 
this kmd. thP C•"t•on i· 111\'t \·ith a lwstile 
reception. I well recollect the hon. member 
for Cooroora calling attention to this mat.ter 
when the Inspection of JYiachinerv and Scaf­
folding Bill was before this Cha~ber. When 
i~spcdors are .going r?1mcl tho districts they 
give mstructwns WIth regard to t-hi• 
machine-ry, and. if there are .a-nv nlaccs in 
the district of the hon. member for Cooroora 
m· any oth~r hon. member where the farmers 
ar0 \villing to recPivo instruction. it will 
be readily given. 

:\Ir. ~10RGAX: It might cost. them some­
thing. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORK"\: 
It \vill nnt cost them anything. The inspector 
\'ill be in the district, and will be onlv too 
glad to adv-ise farm0rs as to the USe of 
the machincr·v- and it.s control and manage-
ment. ' 

The hon. member for \Vinclsor and the 
hon. mchlber for Burko rai ·ed the question 
<Jf . t)w advi.,ability of co-ordinating the 
adivitws of the mspoct<Jrs of the Railway 
Department and the inspect.ors of the Weights 
~nd M:asur0s Department in regard to the 
mspecbon of scales. I would like to explain 
for the information of hon. members "that 
thP V\' eights and J\1easures Department con­
trollecl by Mr. Henderson does all the neces­
sary. testing, and the Ra.ilway Department 
provrcles the nece'Sary repairing staff. If 
an inspector of the ·weights and Measures 
Depart~ent finds the scales on any railway 
wcrghbn~g·e out ?f order, he will point out 
the repairs reqmred, and the staff which 

is under the control of the Commissioner for 
Railways will effect those repairs. It has 
]wen suggested by the hon. member for 
\Vinclsor and the hon. member for Burke 
that advanta[\e might be taken when these 
inspPctors are Yisit.ing different portions of 
the State to effect the repairs. I will under­
hke to discuss the ma.tter with the chief 
inspector and sec if anything can be clone 
in the direct-ion snggt: ,tod by those hon. 
n1crnbers. 

::VIr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I would 
like to know whether the whole of the 
charge·, made in connection \Yith the ttdting 
of weights and measures finally reach the 
Treasur:, I wich to ctsk whether the incli­
Yicluals who test the scaks, and possibly 
'mplo:. mechanics to carry out the work, make 
any cl1arge for doing so. I am quite satisfied 
t.hrrt charges of a ver:.' exces::.ive nature are 
made by somconc-cithPr br the department 
or the individuals concerned-and there is 
reed to rnake accurat:: inquiry as to the 
charges maC!8 and ns to ·where the money 
finrls its "'''Y to. In nearly Pvery town 
?H~tiorlirRl in'."f·";tigRtions arc 1nade. and fol­
kwinr; those investigations cxtremelv high 
rlutrg-('s aro made. I \Yould like~ to know 
the position in connection 1vit.h this business. 
ThP inspector e.vicl.,nth· 1utnds OYfl' the 
repairs to .) mechanir or >SOmeone E:-1~,~ who 
-rnitkc~ th0 cha_.rg-Ps. I kno1v c-1 C'harges having 
hcpn made which are positively start.!imc. 
P0mctimcs a charg-e is n1nrlc for !',!pairing 
scales and t.ho owner allows them to go out 
of comn1ission in prf'fcrence to paying the 
charge. 

-:vir. I\1oonE: Pc-op1c: bn~· ne\v ones very 
often. 

:\1r. G. P. BARXES: T have certain facts 
and figures 'vhirh wonld br• helpful in this 
matter, but unfortunatelY I hav-P not thf'm 
\1 ith m0. If m "'I;, menH)rv ~crves me cor~ 
rectl:v, in onr- rase lt ,ya-. 'tndiC'nted that the 
charge would b0 £32. Of. course they were 
hoav~v scnJcs, still the charge was cxce"sive, 
nncl I think we need a. good deal of infm·ma­
tion about the chargr~r,, which are made in 
this connection. 

The ST<;CRE'l' ARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS 
(Hon. ::VI. .J. Kirwan, Brisbrmc): I hope the 
hon. n1cmbP.r is not mixing up tho ndmjnis­
tration of the department with the necessary 
work of repairs. I am informed bv the 
Chief Inspector that. when an impPctor 
,-isits vVarwick. for instance, he inspects all 
th0 scales used b~- the b1"·iness people in tho 
cours0 of ordinarv bn·~incss n.nd cbarg- ~" the 
inspection fee, ·.,-J1ich is paid in to tl)~e local 
petty sessions office: but. if the inspector 
discovers that Bro1vu's >Scales arc out of 
order and directs certain repajrs t.o be 
rorricd out, thcv are charged for by the 
firm or person VY,ho CEtrries out those repairs 
and not b:v the clep:utment. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:<rES: The department should 
regulate what those chnrges ought to be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It is quite refre·hing to hear the hon. member 
sugg-esting that vvc shonld fix prices for 
repairing scalee Howev-er, if the hon. 
member has any particular case which he 
thinks justifies him in saying that the chargee 
a.re excessive, and he \Yill forward thP 
information to the Chief Insppctor, inquiriu 
will be mad(,. 

Item (Inspection of :\1achinery. Scaffold­
ing, J.nci \V eight-s and ::VIea,urn) agrc :cl to. 

Hon. JI. J. Kirwa'l'! . .'1 
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LABOUR, FACTORIES, AKD WORKERS' 
ACCOMMODATIOK. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL:R A::\'D 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, lpsn·icl.): 
I beg to moYc-

" That £40,328 be granted for ' Labour, 
Factories, and \Yorkers' Accommoda­
tion.'" 

The increase in this Yote is made up by grade 
increa,sco, £1,000 extra for travelling ex· 
penscs, an increase owing to tho extenG.ion 
of the work of the inspectors, and an extra 
amount of £600 for printing the " Industrial 
Gazette." The total increase is £2.669. 

Item agreed to. 

THE GAS ACT OF 1916. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR LABOUR A::'-1D 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Glcdson, Ipswich): 
I beg to move-

" That £2.610 be granted for ' The 
Gas Act of 1916.' " 

Item agreed to. 

DEPARDIEKT OF ,J"CSTICE. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GENERAL (Hon. .J. 
:V1ullan, Flinders): I beg to moYe-

" That £22.631 he granted for 'Depa.rt­
ment of Justice-Chi-ef Office.'" 

Item ag10e0d to. 

COCRTS OF PETTY ':E~SIO~B. 

Th<' ATTORNEY-GE:\TERAL (Hon. J. 
:l.Iullan. F/inden): I beg to move--

" That £80.164 be granted for ' Courts 
of Pctt:\" Ses"ions.' '' 

Mr. MOORE (Au/Jigny): I desire to make 
~orn0 rC'lnaeks jn connection ,,-ith one or two 
police magistrates. An e'<traordinan· situa­
tion nrone out of something that occurred 
during- the last elections. The matter is 
reportPd in a ~1ackay paper of 27th May 
!ast. and refers to a case that was tried 
i1: :VfackaY. 'lv-e know that all sorts of 
people. attend election meetings and interrupt 
and kick up a row, and in this case the 
candidate hit back. I do not see vnYthino­
dreadful according to the report i~ th~ 
paper. but action was takcu rrgainst the 
candidate. This is the report:-

":VIr. Amiet: Did dcfPndant say, 
'There is a man in n1v audif'nrc here 
to-night who keeps a bili'iard-room round 
at the hotel wh('re I sleep ?'-No, 
dcfPndant said. ' Ther<' is a certain man 
in the audience here to-nig-ht who runs 
a billiard-room not far from where I 
sleep; what right has he to com(~ here 
to ir;terj;<'t and try to break up my 
meetmg. 

"J\fr. Amiet: Yon are sure about the 
words ?-WitBess: I heard them ycry 
plaihly. 

:'Examined by ::Vh. Hughes, witness 
sa1d that when she heard the words she 
was puzzled to know whom :\1r. O':Brien 
was referring to, and thought it might 
have been the man who had the billiard­
room at the rear of Con Sulli;-an's. 
She took the words to mean a hint to 
some person to cea 'e interjecting. \Yhen 
Mr. Bradburv rose, she then thought the 
rema,·ks mn>t haYc referred to him. 

* 
[Hon. D. A. Glcclson. 

" During the course of the addrc,~s anc:· 
amid interjections, he hoard Mr. O'Brien 
Bay, ' There is a n1an in this audience 
who runs a billiard-room not far from 
where I sleep; what rig·ht has he to 
interject and try to break up my meet­
ing; what stake has he in the country?' 
The words, 'At the hotel where I sleep,' 
were not used.'' 

rrhe prosecution \YaS based Oll those \VOrds. 
The>re does not appt;ar to be anything ;-cry 
dreadful in them. This man was inter­
jecting all the time, and an objection was 
tak<'n to the words, " \Vhat stake has he in 
the country?" The case was tried, and the 
candidate was fined £10 for making that 
simple rcn1ark at an election meeting. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He will never 
n1iss it. 

Mr. MOORE : It is not a question ot 
whether he will mics it or not. The question 
i.; whether it was just. 

The .'..TTORNEY-GEKERAL: Are you prepared 
to pass judgment on the matter? 

Mr. 1100RE: I am prepared to critieis£ 
when I sec a report like that. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: You ca,nnot do 
that unless ,·ou have the whole facts. I 
would not p'ass judgment on a newspaper 
report. 

Ylr. ~IOORE: The c;J.Se IS Yery fullc·-
rc'ported iE the pape,·. 

Mr. PEASE: Is that O'Brien? 

:Vlr. ~WORE: Ye'. 
:l.lr. l'EASE: He deo,cryed ten years. 

:VIr. :iY100RE: That is just the point. 
I1 '1S any influenc bv the Govrrnment been 
directed towards the police magistrate? 
Because :Mr. O'Brien was a candidate oppos­
ing the Secretary for Agriculture, v;hy 
should he be Yidimisod" That is just the 
remark that I expected from some bon. 
members opposite. There is just the sugges­
tion that, because thi, man was opposed to 
" 1\'Iinistor of the Crown, he did not get the 
justice that he was entitled to. The Attor­
ney -General ,ays th 1 t he will not mise the 
£10. That is not the point at. all. The hon, 
member for Herbert mys he dLscrved ten 
years. 

Mr. PEASE: I know him. 

Mr. MOORE: Because he was opposed to 
thf' ~linister? 

Mr. PLASE: Net bc~ausc of that. 

Mr. :YIOORE: It appears to me to be a. 
Ycry rough sentence for somethine- that· 
occurred at an election n1ccting. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRIOULTlJRE : It was 
not a scntcllce. Thi . ..; was a civil action. 

~Ir. :VlOORE: Call it what you like; the 
man ,, as fined. He had yery rowdy elec­
tion n1cctings, a.nd there vv·cre organised 
attempt' at interruption whercYer he tried 
to speak. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
quite untru(', and you know it to be untrue. 

Mr. J\IOORE: I do not know it to be 
untrue. I belieYC it to be true. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICCLTURE: Belief ie 
Hot eYidence. 

::\h. MOORE: We haYe a definite state· 
n,cnt here on which the action was based. 
There i. a very definite statement, and I do, 
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not think the Secretary for Agriculture him­
self would say that it was a. very dreadful 
sta temcnt to make. It seems to be a very 
3eYere fine to impose upon a man for a 
remark made at an election meeting. 

:Mr. HYXES: I understand that there is 
something more in the case than what appears 
in the press. ·You want to read the deposi­
tions. 

Mr. :VIOORE: I have a. press report here 
o[ the proceedings in the police court. Wit­
nesses were called to depose t·o the words 
which were specifically objected to. It was 
a very scver·e sentence. What I want to 
·obtain from the Minister is, Was there any 
sutl'gestion that, because this man happened 
to be a political adversary of a Minister, he 
was victimised in this manner? Ho did not 
·&e·•:m to get justice. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you 
reflecting on the integrity of the magistrate y 

1\Ir. MOORE: I am not, but I have everv 
right to criticise him. A magistrate is not 
sac rosa net. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: You are 
·expected to be truthful, though. 

l\lr. MOORE: I am truthful. 
The SECRETARY FOR A.GRICULTCRE: Your 

statement is the reverse of truthful. You 
ha vc no right to criticise a magistrate on a 
report appearing· in the press. 

Mr. MOORE: I have rnv rights as a 
member of this Chamber. and as 'Lea·der of 
the Opposition. I am quoting the case from 
'the newspaper reports. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTliRE: Your 
inferences a re indecent. 

::VIr. MOORE: I make no inferences. I 
snid that I v;<J,ntod to know whether this was 
right. In my opinion, it was wrong. 

Mr. PEASE: He had the right of appeal ir 
he was not 'atisfied. 

'1r. MOORE: He has the right of appeal, 
but what p~·ospect has he of appealir:g against 
somf'<me w1th a bottomless pocket' 

!vir. PEASE: You refer to Mr. Bradlev; he 
kr .nn all about it. ' 

l\Ir. HY:\ES: He had the National Union 
behind him, with their hundred, of thousands 
of pounds. (Laughter.) 

r,Ir. l\100RE If tho hor1. member for 
Town~Yille only knew the stupidity of his 
remark, he v.~ould not make it, for there was 
not a "bob" in tho treasury of the National 
Union, yet he talks about hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds! · 

The TE.11PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Order! 

l\Ir. PEASE: Bradley had plenty of money 
to spend. 

l\Ii-. O'KEEFE: "What about the gentleman 
you too;< up North with you during the by­
election? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Order! 

Mr. MOORE: What I am objecting to. 
and what se·'ms to me to bo unfair, is the 
har'h sentence passed on the man. I want 
to ascertain from the Minister whether there 
is any suggestjon that, because this man >sas 
a political opponent, he was fined a greater 
amount than he otherwise would have been. 
It is an unfair position. 

Mr. PEASE: He has the right of apped. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was 
danu1ges that 'verc awarded. 

Mr. MOORE: The remark was P·Prfectly 
harmlco·'. I am at a loss to see the least 
damage that was done to the individual. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: You are 
trying the case. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not. I am criticising 
the judgment. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
taking an ex parte vie,v, and giving a ver·dict. 

Mr. ::\IOORE: I am not. I am quoting 
the remarks attributed to the man. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE: You 
admit that you have not the facts? 

~ir. :MOORE: I can read the words that 
wPre published. 

Mr. DASH: In what paper? 

:\Ir. ::\IOORE: The " Maekay Mercury." 

::\lr. PE lSE: A good old Tory paper. 

::\1r. l\100RE : It ·does not matter what it 
is; it is a perfectly legitimate pa.per. On 
the eYidence the verdict was excessive. If 
the Minister \vas not here when I read the 
words, I will do so again. 

The SECRETARY roR AGRICULTt:RE: I hoard 
all you said. 

:\h. :UOORE : This is the evidence-
" Th0>.·e is a certain man in the audi­

PncP herp to-ni"ht who runs a billiard-
1'001;1 n~t- far f;on1 where I sleep; what 
right has he to come here and interject 
and try to break up my meeting? \Vhat 
~take has ho in the country? " 

T'here is nothing one can take exceptjon to 
in that. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR lGRICl'LTCRE: You have 
not all the evi·dencc there. 

;.\lr. 2\IOORE: ..-\.c.cording to the newspaper. 
those> arc the words that he w:ts prosecuted 
ior. 

::\Ir. IIARTLEY: ::>;o court would accept that 
clipping as evidence. 

::\Ir. i\'IOORE: 1 do not sav that it was 
eYidcnce. , 

~Ir. H_\.RTLEY: Then you have no evidence. 

~I:·. ::\IOORE: I ha Ye the o;-idence of the 
press a> to the words that were used. 

The TE~·1PORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Order! 

:1Ir. l\1 OORE : From the .. vi donee o£ the 
press. I cannot see anything in the remarks 
that is likely' to do harm to the plaintiff? 

l\It-. l'E.\SE : Why did he not appeal ? 

!'\h. l\IOORE: He had no money to .appeal. 
:\Ir. PE.\oE: Bracllcv had thousands of 

pounds. , 

l\Ir. MOORE: l\1r. Bradley was not being 
sued. Mr. Bradley was not connected with 
the incident. 

l\Ir. PE.\SE: Mr. Bradley was with him. 

Mr. MOORE: I beg to differ from the hon. 
member. He knows perfectly well, i£ he 
knows anything-I doubt whether he knows 
much--that Mr. Bradley had nothing to do 
with the matter. 

l\Ir. ::\'[AXWELL: The hon. member for 
Herbert would say anything. 

Mr. MOORE: I am merely bringing the 
facts of the case before the Attorney-General. 

Mr. lrloore.l 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
trouble is that you have not quoted the 
whole of it by any men,ns. The case was 
continued for a period, and a further report 
appeared in the paper. You are quoting only 
ltalf of it. 

Mr. MOORE: Whatever the further report 
was, those are thP words which were alleged 
to be defamatory. That man was fined 
£10, and it seems to me that the fine was 
excessive and that there was a certain amount 
of political spleen in the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinclers): I am reall;;· amazed at 
the attitude adopt~d to-night by a reeponsible 
member of this Chamber such as the Leader 
of the Opposition. It is simply astounding 
that a man in the position of the hon. mem· 
ber should bring the courts of justice-­
( Opposition laughter). 

Mr. BRAND: Injustice! 

The ATTORl'<EY-GENERAL: Into the 
arena of party politics. Here is an hon, 
member who, ten minutes ago, received this 
s•:reed from one of his supporters-a screed 
from the '· Mackay Mercury," locally known 
as the "l\1ackay l\fucker:,· "-getting up and 
n1aking these astounding statements. I arn 
not convf'rsant with the case, and am not 
here to pasc; judgment on it. The Leader 
of the Opposition is not in possession of the 
facts and is not competent to judge. I want 
to hurl back in the teJth of the Leader of 
the Opposition the dirty insinuation he made 
that the police magistrate in Mackay wa, 
influenced in his judgment by this party. 
Since I have been Attorney -General-and 
that is se">'en years-no police magistrate has 
received any suggestion from this party 
"s to how he should act. Every magistrate 
has had a free and untrammelled right to 
do as he thought fit. I have had to stand 
up to a good deal of criticism from the 
prc,s and else-,vhere because of certain 
decisions from different policA magistrates, 
but, m sp1te of that criticism, I believP in 
the main the decisions of the police magis­
ti;,;ttcs have been sound. I have sufficient 
confid ·nee in ::\lr. Uallagher, the Police 
),fagistrate at J\Iackay, to beliPve that. when 
rrll th~ facts in this case have been investi­
ga tee!. his decision will be found to have 
been sound. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTL"RE: He is 
a man \Yith a long and meritorious service. 

The ATTOR~EY-GEXERAL: I desire 
to say quite franklv that, so far as I can 
judge in connectim't with Mr. Gallagher's 
association and record, no man can accuse 
him of ever b0ing a Labour man. I do not 
say that to the discredit of the man but 
no··.\ that the que;tion of politics has' been 
raised in co_nnection with the courts of justice 
-:-a base thmg for the Leader of the Opposi­
twn to do-I have no hesitation in saying 
that :\fr. Gallagher has neYer been associated 
'',·ith th0 Labour party or regarded as a sup­
porter of that party. 

Mr. KELSO: Has he ever been a supporter 
of the J\' ational party? 

Th0 ATTORC'JEY-GE:'>JER_\L: I am not 
prepared to say that. 

:Hr. KELSO: Then you arc judging without 
bl'mg w posscsswn of the facts of the case. 

Th0 ATTORXEY-GE~ERAL: I am not 
shlJ;icl enough to judge the case without 
havmg the facts. I am quite prepared to 

i Jt ··. J/ oore. 

make an inquiry, and the Leader of th<"' 
Opposition would have been wise had he 
asked me to make an inquiry and made no 
further comment. It is astounding that the 
Loader of the Opposition should rise, aft€r 
five minutes' consideration of a screed that 
appeared in the provincial press, and suggest 
that the Government have been guilty of 
political interference with justice, by influ­
<'ncing a police magistrate. The hon. mem­
ber would have been fired out on his head 
from some Parliaments for making such a 
gross charge. 

:'\Ir. :\iORGA::-1 : Don't get excited. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: I am not 
prepared to judge the case without knowing 
the facts, and until the contrary has been 
proved I am prepared to support the decision 
of the police magistrate, who is in a respon­
sible position. Xo person would be allowed 
io make an attack on a judge under cover 
of the Estimates, and he should not be 
pcrmitr0d to make an attack on a police 
magistrate. I am surprised at the Leader· 
of the Opposition for doing such a thing. 

[9.30 p.m.] 

No wonder his party are in opposition, 
and, so long as men in that position adopt 
such despicable methods, so long will they 
remain in opporition. 

2'11r. lYlOORE (Aubirtny): l'vlr. Cooper--
1Ir. HYKES: :ue you sorry? 

::\Ir. MOO RE : Sorry ! What for? The 
Attomcy-General only proved what I have 
nid, that. no political candidate will have 
the right to reply to interjectors. He is 
placed in !he position that, if he is holding 
a meeting, no matter how much he is inter­
rupted or what insults are hurled at. him, if 
he repli<.·~ he will be liable to be taken to 
court for a harmless interjection and fined. 
It is not right that a member of Parliament 
'houlcl be placed in such a position. We 
all know what we have to put. up with at 
political meetings. vVe know that a certain 
amount of license is allowed to people to 
interject. and I certainly think a candidate 
,Jwuld not be placed in such a posit-ion. 

Tl TE~IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Order! 

:\Jr. :\IOORE: This is a most serious thing. 

TJw ATTORXEY-GENERAL: It is a most 
se and alous charge. 

Tlw TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
Th<' hon. member cannot discuss the rights 
of cwdidatcs under this Yote. 

::\Ir. ~.100RE: The position is a most 
serious one. I brought this up with a very 
d0finit.e purpose of ventilating what I con­
sider to Le a wrong. I have here a definite 
case, and I am perfectly prepared to accept 
the definite printed statement which appears 
in a responsible paper. 

:Mr. HY:-:Es: An irresponsible paper. 

}Ir. ::\IOORE: The mero fact of the 
Attorney-General getting up ann calling it 
a " l\Iuckery " does not prove that the paper 
is bad. 

The ArTOilXEY·GEXERAL: It does not prove 
that it is right. 

Mr. MOORE: This is a responsible paper, 
and I am perfect-ly willing to accept what; 
is printed in it. 
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The ATTORNEY"GENERAL : You are deciding 
the case on a printed report. 

Mr. MOORE: I am prepared to take 
what is printed in this paper as the record 
of the court, because I know how careful 
newspapers have to be. 

Item (Courts of Pet-ty Sessions) agreed to. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" That £14,621 be granted for ' Elec­
toral Registration.' " 

Mr. MORGAN (,Wurilla): I have a matter 
that I wish to bring forward in regard to 
a happening at the last. elections. The day 
after the elections two lady voters ia my 
electorate were notified that they had not 
recorded their votes, and thej were asked 
for an explanation. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That case is really 
sub judice, as a prosecution may follow. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to bring 
it before the Committee, and the only reason 
I am bringing the matter forward is t-hat 
it is three months no" since the incident 
occurred, and I have not yet been informed 
as to what has happened in that case. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I eau tell you what 
has happened. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am sat-isfied so long as 
the matter is being fully investigated, but 
[ think I should have received some infor­
mation from the department as to how things 
arc going. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
'lfullan, Flindcrs) : I should like to inform 
the hon. member that, when we received 
his letters, we immediately took the matter 
up and wrote to the man concerned to make 
inquiries. The person who was charged by 
the ladies referred to wa, absent through 
illness, and it took some time to get a 
letter through. Nov, we have received a 
rc,ply from that individual with which we 
are not by any means satisfied, and we have 
sent. back again to the returning officer for a 
further report from him, and instructing 
bim to inter~imv the ladies mentioned and 
get statements from them. When these come 
to hand we shall be in a position t-o decide 
the matter. The hon. member for Murilla, 
if he so desires, can see the papers in con­
nection with the matter in the department 
at anv time. but. I advise him to allow the 
mattc'r to stand at this stagP, because it 
may yet lead to a prosecution. 

Mr. lYlORGAN: Thank vou vcrv much. I 
don't want to go any fur-ther. • 

::\1r. CLAYTO:'\ (Wide Briy): I would like 
to ask the Minister if he ha.s anv evidence 
of any plural voting at the las't ele.ction, 
and, if so, whether he intends to take actiun 
with regar-d to it. 

The ATTORXRY-GEJ'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, FlintlnTs) : I have no definite evi­
clcnce of plural voting. The onl:.· evidence I 
have is that in a surprisingly small number 
of cascB returning officers grrvo the usual 
returns to the effect that certain 0lectors 
appca·red to have voted twice. but it 
does not follow from that that they have 
done so; in fact, from the inquiries made all 
the evidence goes to show that it was an 
error on the part of the poll clerks in 

chocking off the wrong names. On that 
evidence we could not .• ue anybody. The 
number of votes affected in rog" rd to the 
whole of the State is surprisingly small. 

::vir. CLAYTON: Thank you. 

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): It would be very 
inter~sting to discuss for a few minutes the 
question of the representation, or want of 
r<'prcsentation, as regards the rolls. I find 
that the emolmcnt of the electors on 9th 
April, 1926. was 478.302, and the number of 
adults in Queensland on 31st March, 1926,, 
was 472.171. The number on the Common­
wealth roll on 30th April, 1926, as 449,061. 
It will be noticed that there is a great dis­
parity between the number on the Common­
,rcoalth roll in April this year, 449,061, ~s 
compared with the number on the roll m 
Queensland at practically ahout the same 
time-9th April, 1926-namcl:--, 478,302. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know the 
reason for that, of C01HSe. A large number of 
people cannot get on the Federal roll because 
they have not lived sufficiently long in any 
one place. 

::vir. KELSO: The figures show that at the 
1926 election the enrolment exceeded the 
total number of adults in Queensland by 
6,131, which is rather e1nomalous. The main 
cause of this trouble probably is the fact that 
the El0ctions Act of 1915, section 32 (3), pro­
,·ides that an objection to enrolment on the 
g-round that an elector does not live in the 
diBtrict cannot succeed unless it also shows 
that the person objected to-firstly, does not 
live in Que<msland, and secondly, has obtained 
i'nrolment for some other district. It is very 
difficult to prove the Grst ground, and also 
the second, because very often a person uses 
" different name to get on the roll. I would 
like to emphasise the distribution of the 
elcctorc. 'vYe know that after the election the 
Att0rncy-Gcneral publis.hed a statement in 
t.hc press which was no doubt satisfactory 
from the point of view of the Government. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: It was never chal­
lenged, and you cannot challenge it now. 
You mFty criticise it, but you cannot chal­
lenge it. 

::\Ir. KELS(I: I want to deal with the 
matter as far as possible without any heat. 
The Electoral Districts Act of 1910 provides 
for a quota, as hon. m0mbors. know, of one­
Sl'YCnh--sccond of the· total enrolment. and 
also a· marg-in of one-fifth above and below 
the quota. ·when the Act was broug.ht into 
opcrn.tion it was intended that an advantage 
should be given to the country electorates­
that is to say, all city electorates were tO be 
above the quota. and country electorates wore 
to be below the quota. The rolls for the 1926 
election disclose the official quota to bo 6,643. 

We find the following result :-
Above the quota­

Opposition 
Government 

Below the quota­
Opposition 
Government 

20 out of 29· seats. 
18 out of 43 seats. 

9 seats. 
25 seats. 

I am pointing out a disparity which I think 
should be rectified in the near future, and 
I want to impress on the Attorney-General 
that he should move in this connection. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You might not 
like my move. 

Mr. KELSO : \Ye want the thing done 
according to the Elections Act. Allowing fol" 

111 r. Kelso. J 
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the statutory margin, we get the following 
result:-

Above the maximum-
Opposition ... 
Government 

Below the minimum­
Opposition 
Government 

10 
3 

1 
12 

26 

In April last there were twenty-six elec­
torates, over one-third of the tot-al, outside 
the legal statutory limits. If the Attorney­
General doe, not think the time is ripe for 
action, let him consider those figures. 

But let me quote some more figures to 
pl'Ove my argument. The average number 
of electors was as follows·:-

Opposition electorates 
GoYernment electorates 

7,328 
6,180 

Difference per seat 1,148 

~ow let us take the polling figures, allow­
ing for the few Independent candidates and 
counting their votes for the party they 
declared for, because it is pretty well known 
which party an Independent would vote for. 
In the sixty-three contested seats-this is 
the true test which shows the will of the 
people-the following was the result:-

Opposition 
Government 

Votes. Seats. 
189,830 26 
186,706 37 

So that, while the Opposition secured a 
majority of 3,124, votes, the Government 
secured a majority of eleven seats. Is that 
not a sufficient anomaly to ·warrant some 
action? Allowing for the other nine seats 
proportionately to the results at the last 
contested election, the figures still leave a 
majority for the Opposition. (Government 
laughter.) I can remember the sort of cock­
.c-hoop way in which the Attorney-General 
put in the papers a statement that the 
Labour party got a majority at the last 
election. 

Now let me quote the individual figures. 
As I have said, the total for Labour was 
186,706 votes, and they got forty-three seats. 

~1r. WEIR: How many unopposed? 

Mr. KELSO: Never mind how many were 
unopposed. (Government laughter.) The 
true te;t is to be found in the contested seats, 
where electors had a chance to show exactly 
what they wanted. I have not the slightest 
hesitation in saying that, if the other seats 
were treatpd in the same way. the balance 
would be still greater in favour of our side. 
The Attorney-General knows as well as any­
body else that, at election time, if you have 
a majority and more seats arc contested, the 
tendency is to make your majority bigger. 
The Opposition got 189,830 votr<, but only 
twenty-nine seats. Is not such an unequal 
distribution of sc.tts disgraceful? 

I do not know what your pr.,ctice is j\,.Jr. 
Cooper, but I have som" statistics that I 
would like inserted in '' Hansard" without 
bLjnz read. 

The TEMPORARY CI-IAIRMA:'-J: I would 
ask the hon. member to n ad his statistics. 

Mr. KELSO: I hav'' no objection to read­
ing .them. These arc the fi~tucs-

[Mr. Kclso. 

ELECTIONS, 1926. 
Results in the sixty-three contested 

electorates, allowing the few Independent 
candidates' votes to the party declared 
for- Labour Opposition 

Albcrt 
Aubign.v ... 
Balonne 
Bowen 
BrcrnC'r 
Brisbane 
Bulin1ba 
Bundaberg 
Buranda 
Bm·nett 
Burrum 
Cairns 
Curnarvon 
Charters 

To,Vf'l'S 

Chillago-e .. 
Cook 
Cunningharn 
Dalbv 
Eucl1am 
East Too-

-..voonrba ... 
Enoggcra. 
Fitzrov 
Flindc;rs 
Fortitude 

Va!le,­
GyrnpiC' 
Herbert 
lp:,wirh 
lthaca 
Kenncdv 
K0lvin · 

Grove 
Keppel 
Kurilpa 
Leichhardt 
Lockyer 
Logan. 
Maclmv 
~Iara";'a 
::VIaree 
l'dary-

boi·ough 
:Yierthyr 
Mirani 
Mt. Morgan 
:Y1unding-

bl!rra 
:Y1uri1la 
l\-Iurrumba 
::\anango ... 
I\onnanbv 
:Nundah · 
Oxl-ev 
Duce"i1ton ... 
Port Curtis 
Rockhamp-

ton 
Rosewood 
Sandgatc . 
Scmth Bris-

b.lne 
Rtan]cy 
Too'\vo.ng 
Tuovvo01nba 
Townsville 
VVarwjrk 
\Vi-de Bav 
\Yindsor .. 
\Vynnun1 

Total votes 
Seats 

Votes. Votes. 
2,152 4,736 
1, 700 3,877 
2,271 1,721 
3,273 2,410 
3,888 1,988 
2,723 1.832 
5,512 3,663 
4,158 2,844 
3,971 2,619 
2,283 3,763 
2,713 3,311 
4,544 2,302 
2,607 3,054 

2,251 
2,537 
2,422 
1, '179 
1,842 
2,965 

2,369 
3,463 
3,787 
1,342 

3.862 
2,795 
3,796 
3,702 
4,401 
3,122 

3,882 
3,351 
2.861 
2,565 
1,442 
4.304 
3,448 
2.514 
3,467 

3,628 
3,666 
2,690 
2,581 

4,174 
1,93·1 
1,699 
2,065 
1,826 
3.353 
3,592 
2,069 
2.945 

3.038 
3,422 
3.185 

3.006 
2,171 
2.583 
3,816 
2.903 
2,708 
1,567 
3.193 
2,777 

186,706 
37 

1,365 
1,222 
1,487 
3,974 
3,529 
2,794 

3,827 
5,485 
2,699 

695 

2,286 
2,108 
2,827 
2,880 
2,747 
3,099 

3,267 
2,404 
3,536 
1,613 
3,922 
4,970 
1,888 
2,072 
3,395 

2,490 
3,448 
2.936 
1,310 

1.465 
2.673 
4,326 
3,910 
2.389 
4,860 
5.479 
1,635 
2,769 

1,473 
2,518 
4,739 

2,907 
3.699 
5,488 
2.911 
1,617 
3.261 
4,392 
4.468 
4,456 

189,830 
26 
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Let me make a few contrasts to prove my 
argument. The following table shows the 
number of electors on the various electorates 

GOVERNMENT. 

Brisbane 
S<imth Brisbane 
Paddington 
Ithaca 
Kelvin Grove 

No. on 
Roll. 
5,907 
6,759 
6,849 
7.880 
7,845 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER: vVhat does this 
"prove? 

Mr. KELSO : It proves that in many elec, 
i:m·ates represented by hon. members opposite 
the number of electors was far less than the 

GOVERX}IEKT. 

Ipswicl;l 
Rockhampton 
Townsville 
Mackay 
Gym pie 
Bovven 
Balonne 
Bar coo 
Bremer 
Burke 
Charters Towers 
Chillagoe 
Cook 
Flinders 
Gregory 
Leic.hhardt 
l\1aranoa 
Mitchell 
Queen ton 
\Yarrego 

;:-.Jo. on 
Roll. 
7,153 
5,322 
5,301 
6,044 
5,307 
6,t~Ql 

5,116 
5,786 
6,308 
4.278 
4,123 
4,722 
4,594 
2,730 
3,914 
5,028 
5,373 
4,973 
4,337 
4,931 

Hon. members will have an opportuHity of 
perusing this table at their leisure. They 
will sec that the Labour party have so fixed 
the electorate<> that in many instances they 
represent electorates containing nH\,ny less 
,-oters than electorates represented be· mem­
bers of the O~position. 

The ATTORKEY-GENER\L: How did we get 
here? 

Mr. KERR: By gerrymandering the rolls. 

Mr. KELSO: I have already s.hown that 
on the total number of votes cast at the 
recent election we had a majority of votes. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:}1AN said: 
"C nder the provisions of Sessional Orders 
agreed to by the House on 29th July and 
12th October, I shall now leave the chair, 
and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The TD!PORARY CHAIR:\IAX reported pro­
gress. 

The resumption of the Commit-tee was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m. 

1926-4 M 

represented by the Government and the 
Opposition:--

L<>gan 
\Yindsor 
Too\vo11g 
Oxlev 
Sandgate 

OPPOSITION. 
No. on 

Roll. 
9,965 
8,417 
8,967 
9,903 
8,842 

number in electorates represented by mem­
bers_ of the Opposition. In many cases the 
maxmmm allowance of 20 per cent. above 
the quota was cxceedc>d in the electorates 
represented by the Opposition-

:'\undah 
Enoggera 
Toombul 
:Vlirani 
1\ana.ngo 
Cuot'uora 
Albert 
Burnctt 

OPPOSITION. 

Bur rum 
Carnarvon ... 
Dalbv 
C'tml;ingham 
Aubigny 
Fassifern 
Xorn1anb' 
Stanlev , 
J\;Iurru.mba 
Murilla 
Lockver 
Wid.; Bay 

No. on 
Roll. 
8,938 
9,679 
8,023 
6,426 
7,033 
8,,329 
7,748 
8,763 
6,785 
6,494 
6,292 
6,283 
6,062 
6,710 
4,820 
6,596 
6,935 
5,399 
5,757 
6,732 




