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1252 Stamp Acts Amendment Bill. {ASSEMBLY.] Questions,

THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1926.

The SpeaxerR (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
CeENTRAL SuGar MiLLs.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Auditor-General of his report on
the accounts of the Central Sugar Mills under
Government control for the year ended 30th
June, 1926,

Ordered to be printed.

QUESTIONS.

Cosr, Goopy STORED, AND REVENUE RECEIVED,
Hamizton CoLD STORES.

Mr., LOGAN (Lockyer) asked the Secretary
for Labour and Industry—
‘1. What was the estimated cost of
the Hamilton Cold Stores?
2. What was the actual cost when
complete 7 ¥
‘3. How many boxes of butter have
been stored there since the opening of
the store, and what revenue received ?
“ 4. Number of crates of cheese stored,
and revenue received?
“5. Number of cases of fruit stored,
and revenue received?
“6. What quantity of other goods
stored, and revenue derived from same?
“7. In the case of dairy produce,
names of companies that have stored
goods ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich)
replied—

“1 and 2. I would refer the hon. mem-
ber to answers given by the Honourable
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock
in reply to questions asked by Mr. G. P.
Barnes on the 4th August, 1926.

3. 279,804 boxes butter; revenue,
£14,052 19s. 3d.

‘“4. Eighteen crates of cheese were
stored in connection. with the recent
annual show. No revenue was received,
as the charges were waived.
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b, Five cases fruit; revenue, 5s. 8d.

6. Nil,
7. New Zealand Loan and Mercan-
tile Agency, Limited; Foley Bros.,

Limited; Dairy Products Co-operative
Company, Limited; Farmers’ Co-opera-
tive Distributing Company (Queensland),
Limited; Wide Bay Co-operative Dairy

Company, Limited; W. Johnson and
Markwell; Scott, Garrard, and Com-
pany; M. Russell and Company,
Limited ; Queensland Farmers’ Co-opera-
tive Company, Limited ; Barnes,
Limited.”

Ux~eyPLOYED AT TOOWOOMBA AND REGRADING
RarLway Work oN MaIN RANGE.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) asked
the Secretary for Labour and Industry—
“In connection with the proposed
regrading work on the railway between
Helidon and Toowoomba—

1. In view of the large number of
unemployed at Toowoomba, will he
arrange that preference of employment
be given to local men?

2. Will he also make arrangements
with the Australian Workers’ Union
that men who, owing to having been
out of employment for a considerable
time, are not financial members of the
Australian Workers’” Union be eligible
for this employment subject to the
necessary ticket being obtained within
a reasonable time after employment ?”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, I'pswich)
replied—

1. The member for Toowoomba (Mr
E. J. Llewelyn) has made repeated
requests on behalf of the workers of Too-
woomba that they should be given prefer-
ence of employment in their own district.
This has already been arranged.

‘2. Preference of employment is given
to financial members of the Australian
Workers’ Union on certain works, as
their members follow up these particular
callings from year to year. It has been
arranged that unfinancial members of the
Australian Workers” Union shall be given
a2 chance of obtaining work so as to
enable them to take out the current year’s
ticket.”

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Fifth annual report of the Commissioner
of Main Roads.

SUPPLY.

ReSTMPTION OF COMMITTEE—SIXTH AND
SEVENTH ALLOTTED DaAvs.

(Mr. F. A. Cooper, Bremer, one of the panel

>

of Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)
DrEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
CHIEF OFFICE,
Question stated—

¢ That £30,600 be granted for Depart-
ment of Public Works—Chief Office.’ *’

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): When you left
the chair this day week, Mr, Cooper, T
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was discussing the policy of the department
in invariably carrying out work by day
labour instead of contract. no matter what
the circumstances might be. I pointed out
the great waste of public money being caused
by that policy, and in proof of my statement
showed that the work would have been
done far more economically if tenders had
been called. 1 also pointed out that the
work of repairs could be done more
cconomically under contract by local trades-
men than by the permanent staff of the
department under day labour conditions
sometimes brought 30 or 40 miles for  the
purpose. I instanced a case in which
two schools 4 miles apart had been built,
one with a superficial floor space of
only 630 feet, by the Works Department
at a cost of over £1,000, and the other
with over 1,200 superficial feet by a church
at a cost of £760, or £240 less. The amount
set down last year for *‘ State School Build-
ings, Additions, Improvements, Fuirniture,
Repairs, and Painting >’ was £60,008, while
this year it is £51,900. We know that there
are numbers of childfen in the country
districts who are going without education
to-day because the Government say there
are not sufficient funds to build schools for
them. I think some protest should be made
against the system of day labour under whick
so much money is being wasted. I am
quite aware that there are cases in which
day work may be applicable, but there
are many other instances, not only in con-

nection with work entailing only a few
pounds expenditure but also involving large
amounts of money, where the piecework

system is better.

Let me take another case in point. I find
in the report of the proceedings of the
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and
Arbitration, when inquiring in Melbourne in
October, 1918, into the question of a 44-hour
week in the engineering industry, one
witness, the managing director of the
“ Sunshine Works;”” said—

“ The methods adopted in our factory
are quite modern. We work on the
piecework system. In my opinion, the
system 1s beneficial in many ways.
man is compensated for his labour and
the system aceelerates production. A
man may use both his brains and his
hands. The average weekly wage for a
man working on an hourly rate is
£4 16s. 8d., whereas the pieceworkers
average £6 13s. 6d. We have certain
moulders in our establishment in receipt
of £7 a week. These are on piecework.
I think the rates for job moulders are
£5 16s. a week.”

And 1 notice that in high places in the
Labour movement to-day the piecework
system is resorted to. I have here a report
of a meeting of the Typographical Union
held within the last few days.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: I want to point out,
while T am on the subject of day work in
the Department of Public Works, what a
different position might arise if ther adopted
the piecework system. Even the “ Daily
Standard ’ is doing its jobbing work by
piecework. I suppose I would be out of
order if T quoted the report of that meeting,
but, if T did, T could show that the work of
printing the ‘ Producer ” and the jobbing
work of the * Daily Standard > itself are
done on the piecework system. When money

Mr, Swayne.]
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is so scarce and the Treasurer is constantly
urging the need for economy, is there any
justification for the excessive waste of money
which is going on year by year in the erec-
tion and repair of our public buildings?

Speaking particularly on the vote for
State schools, I have already stated that in
many instances the Government have said
that they are not able to build State schools
in different localities, although they say
they are out to encourage the people who
are on the land. In my district—and I
suppose a similar condition of things obtains
in other districts—there is a stretch of 20
miles along a railway line which is closely
settled, but without a school. I have made
three applications for schools within that
arca, and I have been told that there is no
money for the purpose. Only three or four
months of the present financial year have
passed, yet I understand that the whole of
the vote asked for to-day is already spent.
The vote for State school buildings is £51,900,
and, if the system I am urging were adopted,
I suppose the same amount of money would
do as much as £75,000 would effect under
the present system. That would mean a
great deal to the people in our country dis-
tricts, more particularly to the children
whose parents go out and do the pioneer-
ing work in our outlying areas. There
is no getting away from the fact that one of
the factors which deter many good people
from going on the land—people who would
be successful in the hard work which is
necessary in pioneering new areas—is the
consideration, ‘ What about the children?
If we go on a farm everything else may be
satisfactory, but there are no schools for
our children.” A greater injustice could
not be meted out by the Government to the
children of the country than by depriving
them of educational facilities. 1 sincerely
hope that the Government will follow the
example set by the ‘‘ Daily Standard,” and
will allow some of the work to be carried out
by contract when such a system proves to be
more profitable, If that were done, the

Treasurer would obtain a better result for

the money expended, not only by the Depart-
ment_of Public Works but also by the Rail-
way Department. Most of our public works
are carried out by the expenditure of loan
money borrowed at a high rate of interest,
and, if ever there was a time when in the
interest of the community we should obtain
the utmost return for the money expended,
that time is the present.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): The Premier
would be well advised if he gave attention
to matters connected with the Department
of Public Works and the Railway Depart-
ment. I feel sure that the time has arrived
when the department under consideration
should be thoroughly overhauled with a view
to altering the system under which work is
carried out. Time after time during the
past seven or eight years hon. members on
this side have bitterly complained of the
extraordinary cost of buildings constructed
by the Department of Public Works. We
know from experience that, by and large,
buildings have cost 50 per cent. more than
if they had been erected under a system
different from the present extravagant system
of the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Worxks: Do you
not think that the work is 50 per cent.
better ?

{Mr. Swayne.
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Mr. MORGAN: No. If the work per-
formed by contractors is not carried out
according to the specifications of the depart-
ment, then the inspectors of the department
are to blame; and the quicker we secure
inspestors who are prepared to see that the
work is properly performed the better it will
be for the department and for the taxpayers.
The Home Secretary admitted to me that
the work carried out at the Barambah
aboriginal settlement would have cost from
50 per cent. to 75 per cent. more if it had
been carried out by the Department of Public
Works.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do you
suggest that we should erect public buildings
with the assistance of aboriginal labour?

Mr. MORGAN : Every person employed on
the work carried out at Barambah was paid
the award rate. We have the right to ex-
pect a full return for the loan money ex-
pended. Apparently the system at present
in operation is one that cannot be changed
by the Government. It continues In opera-
tion in spite of the fact that hon. members
on both sides have repeatedly referred to
the enormous cost of constructing small
buildings in country districts by the depart-
ment. It makes one heartily sick and tired
to go round and observe the manner in which
work is performed on various public works
in Brisbane. Certain methods are adopted
right under the eyes of the departmental
officers, who are evidently unable to see that
the men emploved at a high rate of pay give
a fair day’s work in return. That 1s my
complaint. I could not help observing the
method in which the work was carried on
in connection with our Technical College.
It made one absolutely disgusted to see the
antics which the men adopted deliberately
to kill time and string out the duration of
the work.

A GoverNMENT MeMBER: Rubbish !

Mr. MORGAN: That went on right under
the eyes of the officers of the department;
but they were not game to tackle the
problem and insist on a fair day’s work
for a fair day’s pay. If the inspectors and
the officers attached to the department are
afraid to carry out their duties irrespective
of the consequences, the quicker they are
cleared out the better. The quicker those
officers realise that they are in a responsible
position to see that the men engaged on
public works give a fair day’s work for a
fair day’s pay the better it will be for the
country. I believé in giving good wages
to men who are prepared to earn them.
am one who believes that there should be
no limitation on the amount of money a
man should earn if he has the ability., I
believe that the system in vogue in the
sheep industry in regard to shearing sheep,
where men can earn up to £2 and £3 a day,
should be extended to other industries.

Mr. Burcock : Yet the increase to the men
in that industry is opposed in court.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member over-
looks the fact that the application in court
embraces the payment of that increased wage
to the slowest as well as the most highly
skilled worker. Why should we not adopt
the system in operation in the sheep industry
in our building industry and make provision
to pay bricklayers so much per thousand
bricks? It 1s an acknowledged fact that
bricklayers in this State lay on an average
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from 300 to 350 bricks a day under day-
labour conditions. We also know that many
bricklayers are capable of laying as many
as 1,000 bricks per day, and that it would
not be an excessive day’s work for them
to do so. If those men were paid according
to the work they performed, they would be
only too pleased to lay 1,000 bricks a day,
and do the work as well as it is being done
to-day. HKvery man should be encouraged
to earn according to his ability. The ulti-
mate result would be that our workmen
would be encouraged to mount to the top of
the ladder of success. The work of every
man on a job to-day is controlled by the
ability of the slowest man. That encourages
men to go slow, and every man who lays
a few more bricks than his neighbour, or
does a little more carpentering work than
the man alongside him, is quickly brought
to heel and informed that he is doing too
much work. He has consequently to slow
down and perform the same quantity of
work as the slowest man on the job. The
result is that, instead of the work being
performed in much less time at reduced cost,
15 is strung out simply for the purpose of
giving longer employment to the men
engaged on such constructional work. There
seems to be no one in the department game
to tackle this problem. If inspectors attempt
to interfere to secure a fair day’s work for a
fair day’s pay from the men, they become
marked men, and methods are evolved to
remove them from their job. »

The Secrerary For PusLic Works: That
is nonsense.

Mr. MORGAN: It is not nonsense. I
have been told so by inspectors engaged in
numerous departments. We know that these
men have no redress, and that what I com-
plain of is occurring every day. If a
ganger in charge of men endeavours to
obtain a decent day’s work for the pay they
receive he immediately becomes a marked
man until he is removed from the job. That
man is penalised because he tried to protect
the public and do justice to his department.
The result is that men pursue the line of
least resistance. Men will not do their jobs
properly if they are not backed up by the
department and the Government. They will
not run the risk of losing their jobs and
creating dissension if they are not supported
in their endeavour to do a fair thing to the
country.

Excessive cost of construction is the order
of the day throughout the State so far as
departmental work is concerned. Only the
other day the hon. member for Wide Bay
asked a question as to the cost of three
schools erected in his electorate. Those
schools measure 21 by 18 feet and the cost
was from £630 to £649! Is that not exces-
sive? If one .were putting up a building of
those dimensions he would almost want it
studded with. diamonds if it were to cost
£649. There must be jewels in every knot-
hole to justify that expenditure. I estimate
that those schools cost at least £150 more
than they should -have cost, and that applies
to similar buildings throughout the State.
Thousands of pounds are placed on the
Estimates for the building of schools, and it
means that, instead of having, say, ffty
schools built for the amount voted, we are
having only thirty-five schools built. We are
losing about fifteen schools annually owing to
the fact that the Department of Public Works
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is spending money in an extravagant manner,
due to a lack of control. I do not say one
word about the quality of the work per-
formed, but I complain about the method
adopted in expending the grant. I hope the
department will take the matter in hand. I
even go so far as to assert that a Commission
of Inquiry is necessary to go into the activi-
ties of this department. Certain work has fo
be performed, and an estimate is drawn up.
That estimate is prepared by an officer of the
Department, instructed by another officer of
the department. Such estimates are never
checked by an outsider, and it is only natural
that the officers in the different departments
endeavour to play into each other’s hands
so that they will not be hauled over the
coals. An estimate may be drawn up for a
building, stipulating a certain sum. Next
year additions to the original estimate are
found to be necessary, and the followin‘g year
the same thing occurs again; and so it goes
on. I contend that when work is necessary,
the department should be compelled to draw
up plans and specifications for such work,
and tender for its completion in competition
with outside contractors. The lowest
tenderer, provided things are satisfactory,
should receive the work, irrespective of
whether that tenderer is the Government or
otherwise.

Recently the Commonwealth Government
called for tenders for the construction of a
section of the Kyogle-South Brisbane rail-
way, and the Queensland Government were
successful in securing the contract, We have
noticed what a tremendous difference there
has been in setting about that contract, and
what a different system obtained with regard
to the supply of sleepers. The Government
know that they are limited to a certain
expenditure, and are setting about the con-
tract in a more business-like manner than pre-
vails in connection with the construction of
public works throughout Queensland. The

time is ripe for a thorough over-

f11 a.m.] haul of this department, as it is

a crying shame to see the money

that is wasted in connection with the work

executed by the department. The sooner

something is done to relieve the people over-

burdened with taxation of this extravagant

expenditure, and to see that a fair amount of

work is performed for the money expended,
the better it will be for the State.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): This is one
of the big spending departments of the Go-
vernment. Altogether the department ex-
pends over half a million pounds per annum,
and if we, as representatives of the people,
can see any way in which money can be saved,
wa are perfectly justified in drawing atten-
tion to 1t, provided it does not in any way
interfere with the excellence of the work
that is done,

First of all, I want to thank the Secretary
for Public Works and the Home Secretary
for accepting a suggestion that I made to
secure a property in Toowong for a police
station. I wish in other directions that the
Government would adopt the practice of
securing permanent sites for Government
buildings.

Last session I referred to the necessity
for building schools in my electorate. I
again draw attention to the necessity for
erecting a school at Auchenflower and onec
in West Toowong in' my electorate. I do
not say that a school should be built in West

Mr. Mazwell.]



1256 Supply.

Toowong immediately, but as a business pro-
position the department should secure a
site before land prices get too high. The
Secretary for Public Instruction and I have
had a talk about this, and the hon. gentle-
man secs eye to eve with me. If a site
were secured now, 1t could be held until it
i3 necessary to erect a school building,
because by that time prices will have become
almost prohibitive, as they are becoming in
the Audhenflower district to-day. It is a
good business proposition for the Govern-
ment to select sites for public buildings
before prices become too high.

When the hon. member for Murilla was
speaking the hon. member for Fitzroy inter-
jected that work done by day labour is better
done than work done under contract. I
need not go past the parliamentary buildings
to prove that that is not the case. It is
not long ago since the outside of these build-
ings was painted. At the time I drew the
attention of hon. members to the colour of
the paint on the doors and windows, and
I told the Committee that it would not last.

Mr. Hyxes: Did you suggest red?

Mr. MAXWELL: No. That is a dangerous
colour, and it will not last—I am not dealing
with the hon. gentleman’s colour—I am deal-
ing with the colour of the paint on the
windows and doors of this building.

Let me draw attention to the work which
has been done on the Treasury Building,
which is as fine a building from an archi-
tectural point of view as we have in the
State. Look at the manner in which the
doors and windows of that building have
been painted! It is like a stable. The
doors and windows of the building lend
themselves to artistic treatment, but look
at the colour! I know that it is done like
that for economical reasons. It is an
ordinary colour—with a base of white lead
carried right through with white lead. It
is not satisfactory as a colour, in my opinion.

The SrcrETARY FOR PUBLIc WORES: Do you
say that the painting of the Treasury Build-
ing is not workmanlike?

Mr. MAXWELL: No; nor did I infer it.
I am talking about the outside. not the
inside—I mentioned the exterior of the
doors and windows. We have some of the
finest buildings it is possible to get in the
City of Brisbane—the State Insurance
Building, the Executive Building, and other
buildings which are a credit to the men who
built them. It is not fair for hon. members
opposite, who are prepared to take advantage
of the contract system in regard to buildings
for themselves, to traduce a body of respec-
table men who are taxpayers in the com-
munity.

I am not blaming the department for the
day-labour svstem—I blame the Government,
because it is their policy, and the officers are
carrying it out to the best of their ability.
Instances have been given this morning by the
hon. member for Mirani in connection with
the cost of buildings. I drew attention, when
speaking on this subject in 1922, as reported
in “ Hansard,” page 1228, for that year, to
certain buildings being erected in the Towns-
ville district under the contract system at a
cost of £58 per square, while under the
day-labour system of the department, and
supervised by their own officers, they cost
£102 per square. I sounded a note of warn-
ing on that occasion, and stressed the neces-

[Mir., Mazwell.
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sity for something being done to prevent that
kind of thing taking place; but we find the
position to-day is very much worse. The
hon. member for Wide Bay asked the follow-
ing question on 3rd August last—

1. What was the cost of the construc-
tion of the following schools:—Bell’s
Bridge, Kia Ora, Munna Creek?

“92. What are the dimensions of the
schools mentioned ?”?

The Secretary for Public Works replied—

“1. Bell’s Bridge, £649 6s. 3d.; Kia
Ora, £642 5s. 11d.; Munna Creek (to
date), £609 15s. 1d.

“ 2. 21 feet by 18 feet in each case.”’

That has panned out at £172 per square.
Would the Minister or any other hon.
member opposite pay £172 per square for
buildings such as those?

Mr. Morgan: Qutrageous !

Mr. MAXWELL: It is criminal. I am not
talking without my book. I find that to-day
the ordinary cottage costs £45 per square,
and the bungalow cottage, with its ornamen-
tation and its trimmings, £60 per square.
There are heaps of workers’ dwellings being
erected to-day at £37 per square, yet the
Government persist in throwing away the
people’s money by paying £172 per square!
It is criminal to waste money in that way.
I want to draw the attention of the Minister
to these facts, and suggest that in view of
the statement which has been made by the
Treasurer about State enterprises, he should
bring them before the Cabinet so that such
wasteful expenditure can be dealt with.

I also want to draw attention to the system
of estimating in the department. I say that
whoever is responsible for the estimating
in the department is absolutely wroung. The
original estimate of the cost of the Hamilton
Cold Stores in 1919 was £215,508 (including
railway siding, £21,508). The expenditure up
to date has been £319,510 17s. 6d. The
Auditor-General, in his report, however, re-
marks—

“ Extras have, however, since been
added which were not included in that
amount.”

T want to know what those extras are that
the estimate should have been exceeded by
£104,000. There is something wrong in that
connection. Again, I find that interest has
not been charged by the Treasury on the
loan indebtedness with respect to those stores,
amounting to a sum of mno less than
£319.510 17s. 6d. Why should not interest
be charged when it has been built out of
borrowed money? I want to know from the
Secretary for Public Works, too, how it is
that the estimate was so greatly exceeded.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WORKS: I have
not control of the building now.

Mr. MAXWELL: I quite appreciate the
Minister’s position, but he is in charge of
these Estimates, and it is on these Estimates
that we get our opportunity of discussing
these matters. I believe that he will inquire
into the statements I am making. It is for
that reason I am making them. I protest
most emphatically against the wasteful ex-
penditure which has taken place.

On the other hand let me take the com-
pletion of the Treasury Block. On drd
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August I asked the
Works—
“1. What has been the cost to date
of the addition to the Treasury Block?
2. What is the estimated cost?
3. When does he anticipate it will be
ready for occupation?”

The Minister replied—
1. £117,113 13s. 9d.
2. £230,000,

3. The basement and first floors are
ocoupled, and it is anticipated that the
remaining floors will be ready for occu-
pation at the end of 1926.”

I say that any ordinary schoolboy could have
estimated the cost of that building. On a
previous occasion I drew attention to the
ridiculousness of the position which had
arisen with regard to the Treasury Block,
and compared the cost of the Xxecutive
Building and the State Insurance Building
with the estimate which had been made for
the completion of the Treasury Building. The
estimated cost of the completion of the block
was £230,000, and the total cost to 30th June

Secretary for Public

last was £119,229 3s. 8d. The Auditor-
General says—
“This includes £30,738 17s. 5d., ex-

pended in connection with the purchase
of Miller’s Quarry at Helidon, and the
working of same.”

It is quite right to debit that building with
the cost of the stone used on it and the
time taken to get it out; but it is not right
to charge the whole of that purchase money
to that one job. No man would conduct
his business on lines like that.

Mr. Riorpan: Don’t get worried.

Mr. MAXWELL: Somebody has to get
worried when the Government are wasting
money like this,

Mr. Wer: You spent £1,000 when you
were on the City Council.

Mr. MAXWELL: What I spent when I
was on the City Council has nothing what-
ever to do with the question before the Com-
mittee. This is a very serious matter. 1
am showing where wrong estimating has
been taking place. Something is wrong
somewhere. I want to know how an estimate
of £230,000 was given. I have my own idea.
Of course we know that it is difficult to esti-
mate the cost of constructing a building
under the day-labour system. Perhaps the
estimate is made excessive in order that the
Government may boast of having saved the
public a considerable sum of money by carry-
ing the work out under the supervision of
the department.

Mr. DasH: Hear, hear!

Mr, MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman
knows absolutely nothing about even the
rudiments of this business. 1 know what
I am talking about. I am sorry that the
hon. gentleman is not serious. This is a
serious matter, and I am dealing with it in
a reasonable and honourable way. I am
setting out my viewpoint, and, if the hon.
gentleman can prove it to be incorrect, then
let him do so. There was something wrong
when the estimate for the Treasury Build-
ing was considerably in excess of the cost
of the other buildings I have mentioned.
When I drew attention to the matter I was
ridiculed, and informed that the conditions
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were entirely different. I knew that, and I
allowed for it, and I allowed for the class
of work that had been done. The day-labour
system is the policy of the Government, but
it is wrong to perpetuate such a policy; in
fact, it is criminal to waste the money of
the people in the way it is being wasted.
It is being squandered simply because certain
gentlemen believe in the day-labour system.
I desire to inform the Secretary for Public
Works that the money expended on the
Roma Street Police Station has been abso-
lutely wasted.

The SecrETARY FOR PusLic WoRkS: That is
a very serious statement to make.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is quite true.
Mr. MAXWELL: I will prove it,
Mr. DasH: You cannot prove it.

Mr. MAXWELL: The building should
have been removed. The additions should
never have been carried out. I do say

that before very long a new central rail-
way station must be constructed on the site
of the municipal markets. The Government
have wasted £25,000 in alterations to a
building which before very long will have
to be removed. That is not the fault of the
officers, but of the Government in deciding
to carry out the work. The estimate of the
cost of alterations to that building was
£20,547 13s., and, according to the report of
the Auditor-General, the work has cost
£25,000 to date. When you come to put two
and two together and ask yourself why there
should be such a difference between the
estimated cost and actual cost, you must
conclude that something is wrong, and that
it is time the Minister ascertained the cause
of such errors.

Mr. C. J. Ryan: Give us the secret.

Mr. MAXWELL: My secret is that they
do not understand how to estimate the jobs.
“1f the hon. gentleman were quoted a price
of £15000 for the erection of a building in
North Queensland, and on its completion he
was asked to pay £20,000, he would not say,
“Give us the secret.” He would consider
that the policy was wrong. It is a pity that
hon, members opposite do not realise the
futility of such a policy, as they have
realised the utter hopelessness of conducting
certain wild-cat schemes with which they
Lave been connected.

I desire now to refer to unemployed
workers’ insurance. 1 desire to deal with
that matter in the few moments I have at
my disposal.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
I suggest that you leave it until the special
vote 1s reached.

Mr. MAXWELL: I intend to deal with it
now. According to the Auditor-General’s
report, during the year 1924-25 the amount
expended in connection with the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Fund was £204,538 18s. 3d.

The StcrEraRY ForR Pusnic Worgs: I sug-

gest to the hon. member that he discuss that
subject under the special vote.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I
would suggest to the hon. member for Too-
wong that he defer his remarks on that
subject until the Committee reaches the
Trust and Special Funds.

Mr. MAXWELL: If you suggest that,
Mr. Cooper, I will do so.

My, Maxwell.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PusrLic Works: For
the information of hon. members, I would
state that the Hstimates of the Works
Department will be taken by the Secretary
for Labour and Industry and myself. There-
fore, I suggest to hon. members that they
confine their discussion to the special votes
of either department.

Mr. MAXWELL: I accept the suggestion
of the Temporary Chairman and the
Minister. I will now proceed to deal with the
vote for the Board of Trade and Arbitration.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
I suggest that you defer your remarks until
we reach that vote,

Mr. MAXWELL: I shall be pleased to do
so. I would stress the necessity for an over-
hauling of the particular questions I have
dealt with. The evidence I have submitted
shows that the system of day labour has
failed. I also contend that there is some-
thing wrong with the system of estimating
in the department. The very glaring fact
confronts us that no interest is charged in
connection with the Hamilton Cold Stores. I
would like to know the intention of the
Government in connection with that matter.
I hope that, so far as Government buildings
in my electorate are concerned, the Govern-
ment, in the interests of economy and in the
interests of the people, including the
children, will exert every effort to secure
sites for the buildings I have mentioned.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): Hon. members
opposite have argued that the men on the
jobs are responsible for the high building
costs. That statement is not altogether
accurate, because a boss is usually placed on
the job to see that the work is carried out
satisfactorily. If that official is not doing
his duty, then the department should deal
with him.

Reference has also been made to day
labour versus contract system; but I would
point out that a contractor carries out most
of his work under the system of day labour.
After having secured a contract a contractor
must then secure labour. If he is more
successful in this respect than the Depart-
ment of Public Works, then there is some-
thing wrong, not at the root of the tree, but
at the head. The heads are entirely respon-
sible for any mismanagement of the nature
complained of. One hon. member opposite
said that it was the fault of the Cabinet. It
may be the function of the Cabinet or the
head of the department to deal with those
officers, if they discover that the statements
of hon. members opposite are true, but I am
not going to accept the statements of the
hon. member for Toowong or any other hon.
member without hearing the other side of
the question. I know that in the electorate
of the hon. member for Gregory, the Winton
Hospital was constructed for something like
£600 or £700 below the estimated cost, and
the Department of Public Works handed
that amount over to the hospital committee.
What private contractor would do that?
This is one of the weaknesses that I can see
existing with the Department of Public
Works in connection with the day-labour
system. At Hughenden we have a branch
of the department, and there is a man in
charge there. It is the duty of that man to
attend to the whole of the schools in the
district. He may be called upon to effect
some minor repairs at Richmond—say,
vepairs to a fence. He leaves Hughenden
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and takes two or three men with him. He
has to charge fares against the job, the night
allowance for those men who are away from
home, and travelling time. I suppose he is
carrying out his instructions to do the job by
day labour, but if I were the head of that
branch I would engage a man living in
Richmond to carry out the job, so saving the
Government a good deal of wunnecessary

expense.
OrposiTiIoN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Mr. RIORDAN: Let me quote a case.

At Dimbulah one of the outhouses was blown -
over. There were eight or ten men working
on a new school at Einasleigh. That out-
house could have been re-erected on its
blocks by any sort of labour—not necessarily
skilled labour at £1 a day. At the time the
head of the department was R. A. Tills, and
he insisted—being no doubt a good supporter
of the contract system, and wishing to strike
a blow at the day-labour system—on bring-
ing the whole of that gang of men from
Einasleigh to Dimbulah to put that outhouse
back on 1ts blocks. There was only one train
a week running, and those men were seven
days away from Hinasleigh before they could
roturn.  What would be the cost of doing
that job? That is the sort of thing that kills
the day-labour system; yet hon. members
opposite come here and try to bolster up
their case by attacking the men engaged on
the job. T consider that just as conscientious
men work for the Government as for private
cmployers. I consider that the Government,
under the day-labour system, have very
successfully competed with outside con-
tractors in big jobs. The day-labour system
has effected a big saving on big jobs in our
Railway Department.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member is not in order in pursuing
that line of argument.

Mr. RIORDAN: I am just showing where
day labour has saved Queensland a great
deal of money on big jobs. Any weakness
of the system is not the fault of the mea on
the job, and I suggest to the Minister in
charge of the department that little jobs in
small country towns should be carried out
by local labour. It is not necessary for the
man in charge of the department’s activities
in a district to secure a contract price for
the work. He should have some idea of
what it will cost, the length of time neces-
sary for its completion, and arrange for it
to be done by day labour. A good many
jobs could be done that way.

A good deal has been said in regard to
the erection of new schools. I have no
complaint against the Department of Public
Works under that heading. The department
has been most sympathetic in the matter of

erecting schools in country dis-
[11.30 a.m.] tricts, and where it has been

found necessary to carry out
urgent work that has been done. For many
years past the Hughenden school, which is
of the old type, has been neglected, but pro-
vision has been made this year for the
necessary repairs. Every hon. member
claims that the work required in his elec-
torate is more urgent than the work required
in the next electorate; but the best judges
in these cases are the men in the department.
The attack made this morning on brick-
layers and labourers has been uncalled for,
and no one has proved that there has been
a deliberate slowing down. If the Under
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Secretary for Public Works is thinking of
making inquiries into the cost of work, then
those 1nquiries should not be made about
the bricklayer and the labourer, because they
have a boss over them, and they are as closely
watched as anybody else.  There is a ten-
dency in all departments for little cliques to
work together to get in their friends, and
good men have been squeezed out of the
Department of Public Works by these little
cliques. If a worker sees anything wrong
and points it out to the man in charge of the
job, it is not long before he receives his
walking ticket. These things are worthy of
investigation, and the Minister and Under
Secretary should not take everything they
hear from the boss as gospel without hearing
the other side of the question. The sugges-
tion of getting work done in country districts
without shifting a big gang of men about
to do little jobs is worthy of consideration,
and it is a matter that should be dealt with
by the Minister.

Mr. EDWARDS (XYanango): The hon.
member for Burke has made out a perfect
case why the contract system should be
adopted as against day labour. He has
stated a definite case-—and it is not the only
instance of the kind-—where ten men took
something like a week to put an outhouse
back on its blocks.

. The SecreTARY FOR PUBLic Wonks: That
is not what he said. He did not say it took
ten men.

Mr, EDWARDS : The hon. member stated
that there was only one train a week, and
they could not get back for over a week.

The SEcreTARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: He did
not say that ten men were sent.

Mr. EDWARDS: I know of a case where
two men were sent to put a sheet of iron on
a shed at a place some distance away, and
they could not get back for three days. That
sort of thing is ocourring in different parts
of Queensland. I am not going to say for a
moment that the men are at fault. It is the
systern that is absolutely wrong.

I am not quite in the same position in
regard to the erection of country schools
as the hon. member for Burke, although
we receive every courtesy from the Under
Secretary for Public Instruction and also
from the Under Secretary for Public Works,
These two gentlemen are doing their best in
the interests of country children, but they
find that they are absolutely up against 1t
on account of the system adopted by the
Government. I notice the vote for buildings
this year has been decreased by something
like £11,000. It must be known to the
Secretary for Public Works, if he takes any
interest in the department-—and I believe he
does—that country schools have been hung
up for years past on account of funds not
being available to carry out necessary work.
Only yesterday I took a deputation of two
gentlemen to the Under Secretary for Public
Works. Those gentlemen pointed out that
they are 8 miles away from the Kumbia
school at the present time, and that the school
is overcrowded. There has been an agitation
for years past for an addition to the Kumbia
school. I admit that the Under Secretary
on this particular occasion saw the mnecessity
for trying to get a building with sufficient
accommodation to give the children in that
locality the education they need, and he
suggested that the people in their centre
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might give some help to put up the fence and
cart the material to the ground, which the
deputation agreed to do. One of them said
to me, “ We can ill afford to do this, as we
can scarcely find sufficient for the needs of
our families and keep going on the farm,
but we wish to have our children educated.”
Parents who are prepared to go out to the
country districts should not be subjected to
that sort of thing.
Mr. WINSTANLEY : That is often done.

Mr. EDWARDS: Does the hon. member
think it is a fair thing in the interests of
the country people? I do not.

The SECRETARY FOR_ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That shows a splendid spirit.

Mr. EDWARDS: Of course it does.

The SecreTary FOrR PusLic Works: The
department gives the people every encou-
ragement in cases of that kind, and tries to
heip those who help themselves.

Mr. EDWARDS: I know the Minister
gives the people every encouragement; but
is that a fair thing, seeing that those people
are taxpayers, just the same as people in
large centres.of population?

The SECRETARY FOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
There is a good deal of that spirit shown
all round the metropolitan area.

Mr. EDWARDS : The Minister will realise
that people in the metropolitan area are not
in the same position as people in the back
blocks. Although the people I have men-
tioned are in difficulties, they realise the
seriousness of leaving their children without
education. This school is at Alice Creek,
8 miles from Kumbia, which is 18 miles from
the Nanango Railway Station. I hope the
Minister will seriously consider the advis-
ability of carrying out the work immediately.
The Department of Public Instruction recog-
nises that work like this should be done in
the district. It is quite clear to anyone that
parents who are interested in the education of
their children will not stay in those places
year after year if they cannot get educational
facilities. Parents think more of the educa-
tion of their children than of anything else.
The Government should be strong enough to
see that the thickly settled areas pay a
greater proportion than they are doing at
the present time for the education of the
children. It is the only possible means for
developing the State as- it should be de-
veloped.

Now let me say just a few words on the
question of the day-labour system versus the
contract system. It must be quite clear to
the Minister that, if the Under Secretary for
Public Works were in a position to call
tenders for building a school in an area such
as I have mentioned, that schcol would be
built for possibly a little more than half
what it costs at present. Some of the parents
of the children are carpenters, and quite
capable of carrying out the work.

Mr. HARTLEY : Bush carpenters.

Mr. EDWARDS: Many bush carpenters
are beiter carpemters than the carpenters in
the city, and, not only that—they are
workers. If the Government could alter their
policy to this extent, it would be a big step
in the interests of the education of these
children.

Mr. Hartiey: Your party built schools in
the shape of bark huts.

Mr. Eduerds.]
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" Mr. EDWARDS: That interjection shows
the unfortunate characteristic of the hon.
member. ¢ The party opposite” is never
out of his head. He can never see anything
else.

Mr. WEIR: Are you quite free of it?

Mr. EDWARDS : Absolutely free of it. I
am here in the interests of the State of
Queensland, and not in party interests. If
what I suggest were done, work could be
carried out for little more than half what it
costs to-dav, and it would create a better
feeling amongst the people, and assistance
could be obtained from them to an even
greater extent than to-day. I say that a
child of twelve or fourteen years in the bush
who has not had the necessary facilities for
education is no credit to any Government.

Mr. WEIR: None of them is in that posi-
tion.

Mr. EDWARDS: One of the gentlemen
whom 1 took to the Secretary for Public
Works recently made the statement that
children of twelve to fourteen years of age
had not the necessary facilities for educa-
tion.

Mr. WEeIR: The parents
ashamed of themselves.

Mr. EDWARDS : Possibly so, but the hon.
member knows what the bush is and the
conditions which exist in the bush. (Govern-
ment interjections.)

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. EDWARDS: I am evidently waking
these gentlemen up. They should take things

a great deal more seriously than they do at
present.

ought to be

Mr. WeR: You do not take education
seriously.
Mr. EDWARDS: I do, because I have

known the want of it myself., I realise the
necessity for providing the necessary facilities
to enable all children to get an education.
That is one of those things which are going
to keep people in the country districts.
Just as the Government have broken down
on a lot of their policy since 1920, so are
they going to break down on the day-labour
system; but at present it is unfortunately
carried out to such an extent that many
children are losing the education they should
have for the sake of adhering to a hard-and-
fast rule. I hope the Minister will seriously
consider this question, and under no con-
sideration neglect the children in the country
districts, but that he will see that they get
the necessary school buildings. It must be
clear that once the Secretary for Public
Instruction decides that a school should be
built the Department of Public Works should
not hang up its construction for years. It
must be apparent to the hon. members oppo-
site that that is entirely wrong in the
interests of the State and of the children,
and in every way a bad business from the
Government’s point of view. I hope that
from this out such things will not oceur, and
that the Government will see their way clear
to stretch their policy to the extent of allow-
ing jche contract system to operate in country
disricts where schools are so urgently re-
quired, and where it is incumbent upon us
to do our very best in the interests of the
parents and of the children.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville): When hon.
members opposite address themselves to this
vote they endeavour to belittle the Govern-
ment’s policy of the day-labour system.

[Mr. Edwards.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Mr. MoreaN: We have cause to do so.

Mr. HYNES: I think it is generally
admitted by all parties that the day-labour
system has been a success.

Mr. Morean: Nonsense.

Mr. HYNES: If it has not been a success,
it should be easy for hon. members opposite
to cite an individual instance where it has not
been a success. The hon. member for Burke
referred to a case where, owing to the
stupidity of the officer of the department, a
staff was sent out to re-erect an outhouse
when the work could have been done more
effectively by men on the spot.

Mr. Morean: That happens frequently.
At 11.47 a.m.,

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. I. A.
Cooper in the chair.

Mr. HYNES: There is an easy way of
dealing with such an officer. He should be
“sacked” without any hesitation. But that
does not prove that the day-labour system
is wrong. An ex-Secretary for Railways,
Mr. Paget—a man of considerable experience
—advocated the day-labour system, and
quoted statistics in this Chamber to prove
that it was the best system. Since the
Labour party have becn in power they have
expended a large amount of money on the
construction of schdols, not only in the
metropolitan area and the large towns In
the State, but in all parts of Queensland,
making it possible for parents desirous of
educating their children to give them a
decent education. The statement was made
that there were children of fourteen years
of age in Queensland who had never been
to school. I think the disgrace is on the
parents, and, irrespective of what might be
said to the contrary, I emphatically state
that there are parents avaricious and callous
enough to-day to keep their children at home
milking cows when they should be sent to
school.

Mr. MORGAN:
Labour.

Mr. HYNES: Still hon. members opposite
are hypocritical enough to blame the Govern-
ment for that state of affairs. We have
constructed more schools than any previous
Administration.

Mr. EpwarDs: So you should.

Mr. HYNES : There is no reason why we
should not. We believe that the first concern
of any Government should be for the future
citizens of the State—the children. It is the
bounden duty of every Government to see
that every child has a decent education,
whether it be born in a bark humpy in the
“ Never Never,” or in a house in the city,

Mr. Epwarps: Why do you not carry that
out?

Mr. MoreaN : The Government have closed
more schools than any other Government.

Mr. HarTLEY : No.

Mr. HYNES: We have also improved the
type of building. It is generally conceded
now by medical authorities that a large
amount of eye trouble and other diseases
suffered by children in the past were con-
tracted in their school days, as the result
of defective architecture in the construction
of schools. I think it is generally conceded
that the type of building which has been

Most of those people vote
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erected by the Labour Government is much
superior to the old type of building. Hon.
members will remember the type of building
in existence when they went to school. There
was no attempt at proper ventilation, and
no attempt at providing for the proper light-
ing of the school, with the result that many
of the pupils were afflicted with defective
eyesight. The Minister informs me that the
type of desks was responsible for a large
amount of physical deformity. We have
dealt with this state of affairs, and now we
have a better tvpe of school and better
furniture. If hon. members opposite are
truthful, they will admit that this statement
is correct.

An OpposiTioN MEMBER: It is not correct.

Mr. HYNES: I observe that the vote for
“ State school buildings, additions, improve-
ments, furniture, repailrs, and painting.”
has been reduced from £60,000 last year to
£51,900 this year. That is not wise. It
would be well for us to continue the policy
which has prevailed since the Labour Go-
vernment came into office in 1916, and keep
the school buildings in a proper state of
repair, and to procced with the construction
of schools where necessary in remote parts
of the State.

I commend to the Minister the necessity
for the installation of a proper system of
sanitation at the State schools., Hon. mem-
bers cannot accuse me of working the parish
pump in the matter I am about to refer
to, because since I have entered Parliament
I have agitated for, and endeavoured to
secure, the installation of a septic tank at
the West End Scheol, Townsville. Such a
system is essential for the health and well-
being of the children attending our large
schools; and it is more necessary in the
tropics than in the semi-tropics or cooler
climate of the south. I would suggest that
the Government should proceed with the
policy of installing septic tanks in every
large school. I realise that there is a
scarcity of money, and that, if such a
scheme were carried out immediately, a
large appropriation would be necessary, but
I suggest that the department should adopt
a policy of installing the system in Class I.
schools. Where those schools arc adjacent
to a sewerage syitem they could be con-
nected ; and where no sewerage system exists
septic tanks could be installed. The State
school at West End, Townsville, is the only
Class I. school outside of Brisbane. The
six Class I. schools in the metropolitan area
will in the near future be connected up with
the sewerage system. The work at the West
End School, Townsville, should be proceeded
with as soon as possible in the interests of
the health and wellbeing of the 1,000
children attending there.

Mr. FarreLn: That is too many children
for one school. It should be divided into
two schools.

Mr. HYNES: The probabilities of a
serious outbreak of an epidemic would be
considerably minimised there by the installa-
tion of a septic tank.

The hon, member for Toowong has a bee
in his bonnet about the day-labour system,
for on every occasion when the opportunity
offers he attacks the Government upon it.

" Mr. Xerr: He has a good knowledge of
it

a
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Mr. HYNES: I have had the privilege of
discussing the question of day labour with
cxperienced men who have held responsible
positions in the department as well as
with experienced men outside the depart-
ment, and thev all agree that, with proper
and efficient management and administra-

tion, the day-labour system is absolutely
the best. They also agree that it does
away with slumming work, We had an

illustration of that in the Brisbane City
Council, of which the hon. member for
Toowong was a member. The disclosure
was there made that slumming was indulged
in by contractors. There is no danger of
that occurring wunder a properly ad-
ministered system of day labour. I am
satisfied that the large amount of time taken
up in attacking the system of day labour
is so taken up by small-minded men for the
purpose of securing political kudos.

Mr. KERR:

Mr. HYNES: 1 sincerely hope that the
Administration will go ahead in connection
with their policy of constructing public
buildings, especially schools in the remote
parts of the State, so that the children in
those outlying districts may have the same
opportunities as are available to those living
in the more centrally situated portions of
the State.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): The debate
on this vote has centred around the questions
of school buildings and day labour versus
contract. I regret to note that there has
Lbeen a reduction in the amount granted for
State school building. The amount last year
was £60,000, and this vear it has dropped
to £51,900. With that reduction hon. mem-
bers will have great difficulty in securing
their requirements so far as country school
buildings are concerned.

Nonsense !

Other hon. members have referred to the
enormous cost of school buildings. I regret
that the Government do not adopt a different
system so that they might bring about sub-
stantial reductions in the cost of such build-
ings. The school buildings specifically men-
tioned as having been erected in my electo-
rate were—

£ s d
Bell’s Bridge ... 649 6 3
Kia Ora 642 511

Munna Creek (to date) 609 15 1

I understand that the cost of the building
at Munna Creek will be nearer £700 than
£600 when completed. The dimensions of
those schools is only 21 feet by 18 feet in
cach case:; thercfore the cost appears exces-
sive. I admit they are of the sectional type,
which provides for an extension, if necessary.
That is a move in the right direction. The
type of school is excellent, and the only
thing T find fault with is the excessive cost.
The schools are well lighted, have an eastern
aspect, and are situated on high blocks.

Mr. HartLey: How far did they have to
carry the timber?

Mr. CLAYTON: In connection with the
Bell’s Bridge School, probably 10 miles; at
Kia Ora the softwood mayv have been carried
14 miles—the hardwood only a very short dis-
tance. Seeing that we are threatened with
a shortage of softwood timbers, I suggest
that the Government should set an example
by constructing the walls of these buildings
of hardwood instead of pine. I believe the

My, Clayton.]
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cost would be less, and, instead of having
to cut into our immature softwoods, we could
well utilise more of our hardwoods in the
construction of these buildings. Hardwood
timbers will dress up very nicely, and a
partition of hardwood can be made to look
Just as well as a pine partition.

Mr. PerERSON : Hardwood requires a liftle
more seasoning, that is all.

Mr. CLAYTON: Ves, but the cost would
be so much less that the department could
afford to give the interior walls a coat of
paint if they did not like the appearance of

the hardwood. The department

[12 noon] should do something in that

direction, and thereby set an
example to private enterprlse I understand
at the rate we are going we have only
sufficient softwood timber in Queensland to
last another fifteen years.

The SecreTary For PusrLic Works: Do
you suggest that we should put hardwood
inside the studs?

. Mr. PETERSON:
inside and outside.

Mr. CLAYTON: Has the Secretary for
Public Works never seen a partition of
hardwood? Hardwood could be used with
advanta(re in a great many cases where pine
is used to-day.

If tenders were called for the erection of
schools such as those constructed in my elec-
torate, the cost would be considerably less.
If it is against the policy of the department
to have school buildings constructed under
the contract system, they might experiment
and see what the cost would be under such a
system. The Government call tenders for
workers’ dwellings and workers’ homes, and
why not do the same with school buildings,
and give the system a fair test? Then, if it
was found that the cost under the day-labour
system was less, the Government would have
something to go on, and it would do away
with the criticisms we hear year after year
in this Chamber.

Hardwood boards both

I trust that the financial position will be

such that funds will be available for the
school buildings required. It would be an
excellent thing if this vote were placed under
the control of the Department of Public
Instruction instead of under the Department
.of Public Works. Unfortunately, at the
present time, when permission for the erec-
tion of a school is granted by the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, delay is caused
in the Works Department, which has to find
the money.

School buildings are mnecessary to afford’

facilities for the education of children in
country districts, but I know of many
instances where the parents have provided
accommodation under what is known as the
provisional school system, and educational
facilities have been given by the Department
of Public Instruction. In some instances
the parents providing the accommodation
have received a rent, and the building pro-
vided has been used until funds were avail-
able for the erection of a State school. I
cannot understand any children in Queens-
land of ten or twelve years of age going
without education when we have such admir-
able facilities provided through the corre-
spondence school; but we contend that the
Government should give greater considera-
tion to the education of children in country
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districts when the people there are prepared
to assist the department in the erection of
the necessary buildings.

I would like to touch on a matter which
comes under this vote—that is, the issuing
of Orders in Council in connection with
electric light. I have recently had occasion
to go to the department with regard to the
issuing of Orders in Council to enable the
towns of Goomeri and Pialba to be lighted
by electricity. I find that it is the policy
of the Government not to issue Orders in
Council to private companies or individuals.
It has been done in some cases, but I under-
stand the Act provides that the Government
“may’”’ issue the Orders in Council. It
appears to be the policy of the Government
to refuse to issue Orders in Council other
tban to local authorities. 1 approached the
Under Secretary with a petition from the
town of Goomeri asking that an Order in
Council be granted to the XKilkivan Shire
Council for the lighting of the town by
electricity, and suggested that a private
firm named Anderson Brothers should be
allowed to supply electricity in bulk, but
the local authority refused to apply for the
Order in Council, and the town of Goomeri
has not yet got the electric light. As a con-
sequence people are having to put in their
own plants. The Government might surely
have allowed this firm to lay mains and
supply the electricity in bulk; but simply
because it conflicted with the policy of the
g}overnment the proposal has been turned

own.

I also went into the matter of the issuing
of an Order in Council for the lighting of
Pialba. A firm of the same name, Andersen
Brothers, were quite prepared to take on
the work, and we approached the local
authority there, who were quite prepared to
apply for an Order in Council. As a matter
of fact, they have issued instructions to their
solicitors to apply for an Order, on the
understanding that Andersen Brothers should
have power to control the work; but, from
information I have received from the depart-
ment, the local authority will have to control
the whole business, and will not be allowed
to delegate power to Andersen Brothers to
charge for electric light. It will be very
interesting to know whether the Government
are prepared to allow the local authority to
go on with the application for the Order in
Council. The Government are holding up
this firm, which is prepared to spend money
in the lmhtmg of Pialba. Before an Order
in Council is granted a poll of the electors
has to be taken. We find now that the
Treasurer is not prepared to lend any money
to local authorities, so that, in any case, we
would be compelled to borrow from private
sources. Under these conditions, how much
better would it be for the Government to
allow this local authority to use its own
judgment, and permit Andersen Brothers
to go ahead with the lighting of Pialba and
supplying of power to people there and
round about? If the Government are going
to stick to the policy they have laid down,
I am inclined to think it will be a long time
before we get proper lighting in the small
towns of Queensland. That would be unfor-
tunate, and I hope the Government will go
into the matter and do something in the
direction of allowing private firms to
negotiate with local authorities in such cases
and spend money on undertakings which are
for the convenience of the people.
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Mr. PETERSON_ (¥ormanby): I have
been very interested in the discussion this
morning, particularly that part of it deal-
ing with the controversy as to the merits of
the day-labour and contract systems. I am
one of those who say candidly that there is
no reason in the world why day labour should
not pay; but the fact which presents itself
to us throughout the departments is that it
is not the system of day labour which has
failed but its administration.

Mr. HartLEy : Faulty supervision.

Mr. PETERSON : Yes, from both sides;
and, as custodians and trustees of the
people’s money, we are concerned in seeing
that service is given in return for expen-
diture. While consistently maintaining the
rights of the workers through our Arbitra-
tion Court, and offering a higher standard
of living if necessary, we must also consider
the public.

I listened with a good deal of interest
to the hon. member for Townsville. That
gentleman has for years been a representa-
tive and secretary of an organisation which
is the biggest ‘““ pay by results” union in
Australia.  The mining branch and the
shearers’ branch of that union are both paid
by results, and no complaints have been
made. A few years ago there was a keen
agitation at Mount Morgan against continu-
ing the contract system, but a plebiscite of
the workers turned down by a tremendous
majority a suggestion that day labour should
be adopted. Prominent members of the
Australian Workers’ Union and the coal
workers, too, are determined that they shall
be paid by results on piecework, but that.
in the case of anybody else, the policy of
day labour shall be maintained. It is just
as well here to repeat what Mr. Philip
Snowden has said in a very interesting
article he wrote after a visit to America,
I have here an extract quoted by Dr. Jensen,
who seems to be his disciple, which was
published in the “ Daily Mail” on 13th
September last:—

“The enormous adventage which the
American wage-earners have gained in
recent years is attributable to the system
of payment by results.

“There are other features of the
American system which might be copied
with advantage by British employers.”

If the day-labour system is to be given a
fair and square ““go,” then the Government
should see that all waste is eliminated.
When the Westwood Sanatorium was being
constructed in my electorate the very first
material to arrive on the job was the
joinery,
The SecRETARY FOR PuUBLIC WORKS: Who-
ever sent it out should have ‘been sacked.

Mr. PETERSON:

Exactly;
not sack them.

but you do

The SrcRETARY FOR PuBLIc WoRks: If the
hon. gentleman points out any individual
who does that sort of thing, he will be
secked.

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. gentleman
was like myself at that time—a humble
lone-hand follower of the Government. He
was not responsible. That might happen
under any Government. I am not blaming
his department for that, but I am pointing
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out that, if you wish this system to succeed,
you must eliminate waste, and, if you do
not eliminate it at the top, how can you
expect it to be eliminated amongst the rank
and file? Just imagine joinery being the
first material on the job when 1t is wanted
last! The next timber to arrive on the
job was rocf timber; and the workmen had
to wait weeks and weeks for the foundation
timber. The cost of all that had to be

" added to the job, with the result that the

estimate was exceeded. It is not fair to
blame the day-labour system for that. I
am not going to blame the system because
of inefficiency. The reason why it has
failed is because it lacks incentive. If you
destroy incentive, you immediately destroy
all initiative; and, if you destroy initiative
and incentive, vou must have monuments
of costliness. When it is considered ad-
visable to permit of the contract system
in the construction of workers’ dwellings
and workers’ homes, where the employees
engaged are protected by awards, why not
adopt the same system 1n other activities?

Mr. HarRTLEY: You have not shown that
the contract system gives better results.

Mr. PETERSON: I shall deal with that
aspect in a moment. A building could be
erected much cheaper under the contract
system than under the present system of
day labour and without impairing the posi-
tton of the workers. I am not condemning
the day-labour system. I am condemning
the way the system is being carried out
at present. I am sure the position could
be remedied if all concerned were to give
a fair return for their award. I am a
believer in the day-labour system. 1 am
building under that system to-day. I be-
lieve in it, and will always stand up for
it; but, so long as you have a lack of
initiative and efficiency you must fail. Dr.
Jensen quoted further from the remarks by
My. Philip Snowden:~—

‘“ Far more consideration is given in
America to the elimination of waste in
an industrial management. There is
more consultation between the employers
and the men with the object of exchang-

ing ideas as to where economies in
management and production can be
effected.”

If the ordinary worker in a Government
department were to go to the Under Secre-
tary and point out how things could be
improved, he would get a very rough time.
He would be told to mind his own business.
In America, if an employee says to his
employer, “1 can show you where the firm
will be able to save £5 a week by adopting
certain action,” that man will probably
secure an increase in his wages. He has
shown himself to be a man with some
initiative. There is no incentive for the
workers in the Government departments to
make such suggestions. The boss in charge
of the job believes that the other fellow is
after his job, and so he silences him., The
sooner you deal effectively with this system
the better it will be for the principle of
day labour. Dr. Jensen further guotes:—

‘“There is a closer association between
firms engaged in the same business for
the purnose of pooling the common ex-
perience.”

Mr. HARTLEY: Does not that sound lik
the socialisation of industry? ‘

Mr. Peterson.]
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Mr. PETERSON: No. I am giving the
views of Mr. Philip Snowden. Dr. Jensen
further quotes:—

“The British trade unions have
looked with suspicion on talk from the
employers about reducing the cost of
production, because far too often the
employers look only to a reduction in
wages as a means to attain that object.
A century of painful experience has
developed a trade union policy which
the example of America is proving to
be based upon fallacy and error. But
the employers themselves are responsible
for this, because they, too, have acted
on the mistaken notion that low wages

meant low costs of production. The
very opposite Is now proved to be the
truth.

Mr. Snowden condemns with equal

vigour the gospel of low wages amongst
the British employers, and that of limit-
ing production and going slow among
the men. IHe strongly advocates pay-
ment by results.”

Mr. Snowden strongly advocates payment
by results. Mr. Snowden is one of the leaders
of the British Labour movement, and, after
travelling through America studying the
various phases of industrial life, he makes
the statement that, in order to make the
system successful so far as the wage-earning
capacity of the workers and efficiency are con-
cerned, a system of payment by results should
be instituted.

To come back to the question before the
Committee, I do not envy the Minister his
job of attempting to make the money go
round. If the hon. gentleman would care
to take the advice of members of this party
and adopt principles which will enable the
money at his disposal to go further than it
does at the present time, he will do some-
thing which will earn the gratitude not
only of members of his own party but of the
people of Queensland.

Day labour can be made a success, and I
only hope that the future will prove it a
success ; but under the present conditions it
is absolutely futile to expect the system to
be a success. Little schools which have been
erected at Kunwarara and Upper Carmilla
in my electorate have cost over £800, and
any contractor would be prepared to go to
those centres to erect those buildings for
£600 and do well out of the job, paying the
union rate of wages as prescribed by the
Arbitration Court, and in addition the
allowance for living away from home,

Mr. HARTLEY: You could not obtain any
contractor in Rockhampton to erect those
schools at that price.

Mr. PETERSON: I know that Mr. Ball
and other contractors in Rockhampton, who
erected a considerable number of schools
prior to the introduction of the day-labour
system, erected them considerably cheaper
at that period. I am not talking of the
present day, when everything is dearer;
but at that time they erected that class of
building for about £150 less than the Go-
vernment are building it for to-day. Mr. Ball
did not get the money, for the workers were
paid the award rates, and the people of
Queensland benefited. It is our duty to con-
serve the funds of the people. If we now are
only erecting fifteen schools instead of
twenty, whom are we hurting? We should

[My, Peterson.
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be just as anxious to conserve the money of
the State as we are to conserve it in our own
homes. Those of us who are married and
have our own homes to look after see that
our money goes as far as possible; and some
husbands develop a bit of a * grouch” if
their wives go a little over the line. In
regard to the bigger things of State we
should conserve our funds and see that the
people, through the Government, get a fair
deal.

Mr. LLEWELYN :
illustration.

Mr. PETERSON : The Minister would save
money by adopting this policy.

That is a very good

There are a large number of schools and
other buildings in country districts which
occasionally require repairs, which would
perhaps cost just a few pounds. What
happens? A report is sent in, an inspector
is despatched to inspect the building—a
journey which will probably take three or
four days each way. That inspector’s time
is charged against the job. A great deal of
money could be saved if instructions were
issued to the officers concerned in such cases
to have such small repairs cxecuted by local
men,

Mr. Moreax : We have advocated that for
years.

Mr. PETERSON: The Government could
obtain estimates for the work through the
local police magistrate, the schoolmaster, or
a local public servant. In the old days, at
any rate in connection with the schools with
which I was concerned, the headmaster was
entitled to spend up to a certain amount
in repadrs.

Mr, Morcan : They will not trust him now.

My, PETERSON: At the school at which
I had the pleasure of attending, the head-
master; Mr. Slade, had authority to call in
local men to carry out small repairs, and
those repairs consequently cost considerably
less than they would to-day. It is far better
to economise and secure the same results
than to introduce additional taxation mea-
sures. Take the question of school fences.
There are quite a number of schools in my
electorate that have no fences. Children
have to ride 5 and 6 miles to school, and
there are no fences within which to put their
horses. The excuse offered is that no funds
are available. If the school committees were
permitted to do the work, it would cost one-
third of the amount it costs the department.
Why not let those committees do the work?
It would not be hurting the workers, but
would save the cash of the workers if the
principle were adopted. Does it not look
stupid when you go to the department and
they tell you that a rough bush fence has
to be constructed by dary labour? Talk
about straining at the gnat and swallowing
the camel! It is ridiculous.

Regarding the use of hardwoods, the hon.
member for Fitzroy can bear me out in this
matter. We have ample hardwoods in
Queensland, which, if properly milled and
seasoned, would be quite as satisfactory to
use as our softwoods. I know officials of the
Department of Public Works would pooh-
pooh the idea, but I happen to be a practical
man; I am in the building trade myself,
and I will not give second place to anyone
in this matter.

OppositioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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Ar. PETERSON : I know ithe Goverament
would =save thousands and rthousands of
peunds if thev used hardwoods iunstcad of
pine, and any offieer of the departinent who
claims to the contrary ovught to be sacked
for not knowing his job.

Orrosition MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. PETERSOXN: If the people are to
have the Dbeuefit of efficient administration
and to receive value to the extent of 20s. to
the £, this is one of the things on which
the Government should start. 1 hope that
during the ~urrent financial vear the svstem
of day-labour will be given an opportunity
of proving in the truest its value.
The adeption of the sugges made by
the  members  of the Opposition  would
assist towards that cnd. If that success is
achieved, when the Minister comes before
this Chamber when next presenting his Isti-
meates I for cne will cordially say, * Heas,
hear I to his remarks.

Mr. KELSO (Nunda®): TUnder this vote
the report of the Metropolitan Water Supply
and Bewerage Board is dealt with, and, in
view of that, a little discussion on the
activities of the board will not do any harm.
Twelve vears ago the sewerage scheme was
commenced, and it was then said that the
whole scheme would be completed in five
years and would cost £1.8G0,000.

. The SecreTary FOrR PrBLIC WORKS: Where
15 there anything in this vote in connection
with the Metropolitan Warer Supply and
Sewerage Board?

Mr. KBLSO: Under the vote for © Head

Oftice.””  The report of the board is sent to
the Secretary for Public Works, and that
gentleman has also vetoed certain things,
therefore I take it the administration of the
board is part of the duties of the hon. gentle-
man, and that I am in order in discussing
the matter, notwithstanding the interjection
of the Minister. The war intervened. and
five years ago estimates were given before a
Reyal Commission. At that time £1,426,000
had been spent. The president of the board,
when asked five years ago for information
on the subject, estimated that it would take
£100.000 to complete the main sewers znd
£300,000 to complete the reticulation sewers.

Mr. CorLins: Who made those estimates?

Mr. KELSO: The president made those
estimates. The water and sewerage problem
at that time had assumed rather large pro-
portions. and the people of Brishane were
concerned with the increasing cnst and with

the  fact that comparatively
[12.30 p.m.] slow progress was being made in

connection with the work. They
were faced in the future with an unknown
expenditure: they wanted to find out where
this thing was going to end, and what it
was going to cost. A Roval Commission sat
on the matter, and the chairman of the
Roval Commission said that in his opinion
£500.000 should complete the work in a
couple of years. On referring to the
Auditor-General’s report recently tabled. we
find that the expenditure and the capitalised

interest on the sewerage works to 3lst
December, 1925, amounted to £3,535,533,
and including the other sphere of the

board’s operations—water supply—the total
indebtedness was £6,723536. The whole of
the sewerage scheme. according to the chair-
man of that Royal Commission, was to have
been finished at a cost of £2.000,000. On

1926—41
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18th July, 1924, the president of the board
stated that the completed sewerage scheme
would cost about £6,000,000. In 1925 the
assessments: numbered 61,635, and £430.311
was levied as rates. That makes an average
of nearly £7 per assessment, or an increase
of 127 per cent. on the asscssments for the
year 1917. No wender the public are getting
anxious about this public utility, when from
1917 to 1925 the increase in the assessments
was 197 per cent! Of course, it is patent to
overybody that during the coming year the
a ments will be verr much higher. We
know perfectiv well that the board base their
estimates on the capital value of the land =s
assessod  hw  the Greater Brisbane City
Counecil, and we know from recoent experi-
coce that. owing to a uniform system of
valuations. the valuations in the suburbs of
Brishane have been materially incrcased,
and it i3 to the suburbs of Brisbane we rust
give attention in this regard. If there is
any relief to be given, it must be given to
the residential portion of the community;
hut, owing to the vast increase in the valua-
tions of the suburbs of Brisbane, it must
necessarily  follow that there will be an
immense increase in the water rates payable
by suburban residents. This is a very serious
matter for the residents of the suburbs.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc WORKS: What
do you suggest to avoid 1it?

Mr., KELRQ: I want to lead up to my
subject in a perfectly logical way, and I
feel certain that. when I suggest the remedy,
the Minister will naturally see that there is
no other way out of the difficulty. TLet us
compare what has taken place in Melbourne,
I want to be quite fair in the matter of
pointing out that Melbourne—a city of
850,000 inhabitants—has a capital debt of
only the same amount as Brisbane, which has
only 250.00C inhabitants. I know the war
has intervened., and I know there has been
an increase in the basic wage.

The Srrwerary ToR PUBLIC WORKS: And in
the ¢ost of material.

Mr. KELSO: Making allowance for all’
that, there is something wrong with the
operations of the Metropolitan Water Supnly
and Sewerage Board to-day. It is too costly,
and T have no hesitation in saying that a
blunder was mzde at the start in designing a
scheme with an outfall at Pinkenba. If
necossary | ocould produce figures showing
where there has been a lot of capital money
wasted which will never be recovered.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUSTRY :
Give us the figures.,

Mr. KELSO: Tt would take a couple of
hours to discuss this matter thoroughly, and,
considering that I have only twenty-five
minutes in which to speak, I cannot give the
fignres. Every hon. member knows that
tremendous mistakes have been made.

Mr. FartLry : What do you think we ought
to do ahout it?

Mr. XELSO: The hon. member is nearly
»s impatient as the Minister. The remedy
T surgest 1s something on the lines indicated
by the Premier a little while ago in the
public press, when he stated that he would
probably take some action in the matter.
Action should be taken to wipe out these
clective beards altogether, becausc they are
only a continuation of the strife of politics
in matters into which politics should not

Mr., Kelso.]
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enter. The representatives on the board are
supposed to represent the rcm\p «vers. 'This
is a great public utility which should be
governad by men who know their business
from A fo Z.

The SECRETARY FOR
men who drew up the scheme

Pureric Works: The
designed the

sewers.
Ay, KELSO: T espected that interjection.
1 was going to sax t it i uinecessary to

have a loaln W 1th all the ¢xpense atta ching
to the election of these mon.  What can
these men do on the board?

Mr., HarmLey: They are business men.
You are always talking about buiiness men.

Mr. KELSO : What is the good of business
men on a beard like that? We do not want
these alleged business moen interfering in a
matter which ought to be controlled by
experts. A certain amount of business know-
ledge is required. My sugoostion is that we
sheuid have an os xpert in sewerage, an expert
in water, and a bu:iness man n charge of
the work.

Mr. Burcock: When
things will be worse,

My, KELSO: There is no gquestion of the

differ

the experts

experts differing.
Mr. Bureocx: Experts always differ.
Ly, KELSO: The hon. member could not

There would be no
bccame theve would be an
an expert in water, and
Kach

have been listening.
room to differ,
expert 11 sow
a business

age,
= -
msn to Complete the trio.

of these men would be in collaboration as a
board and would put their views before
01’1(\1

each
but cach of them would have an
frec hand in his own particular

is is a matter which the Govern-
ment  could well take into consideration.
They know that this svstem, which has
dragged on for years, will probably cost
about £7,000,000 before it is fnished, and
they know that there is inefficiency some-
where.

I have indicated briefly the lines upon
which a public utility like this could be
successfully worked. Kven at this late hour
of the day jots of things in connection with
the system could be improved, and the
citizens of Brisbane will feel more secure
about the work which has still to be done—
and there is an immense amourt to be done
in connection with reticulation—if they know
that it will ue carried out efficiently and at
@ I!llnln’lun] OL cOost.

At 12,40 p.m,,

My, F. A, CooPEr (Bremer) resumed the
chair.
Mr. KELSO: 1t is impossible to say the

cxact amount which has heen wasted under
the preosent system.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDTUSTRY:

They wasted a fow thousands on their con-
tracts,

Mr. KELSO: T think that is calling the
kettle black, because we know that the

Government were jubilant about the failure

of the contract svetem in certain directions
in the sewers, but, before they could stop
cheering, they wvere hoist with their own
petard when it was pointed out to them
that precizely the same thing had been done
in the day-labour sections., It all comes

back to this: Whether it is day labour or
contract, it is a question of management and

TMr. Kelso.
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cfficiency, and of whether the workmen give
a fair deal.

I want to say a few words particularly on
this good old perennial of day labour versus
contract. If  this dcbate has become a
perennial debate, that very fact shows that
the Government have not given proper con-
sideration to the matter, and proves that
the suggestions which have been made by
the Opposition have not been carefully
weighed and adopted by the Government,
because the criticism which we offer to-day
is usually adopted by the Government in
perhaps two or three years.  Some hon.
wembers opposite say that the Opposition

are always destructive iIn their criticism;
well, I «hall endeavour to be constructive.
I would suggest to the Minister that he

persuade the Cabinet to let him treat the
Depariment of Public »Voxks as a tenderer
and look upon every job as a contract job
Let the d(‘puuuent put In an cstimate for
the work and invite tenders from outside
alsc.,

Mr. HL
to do it

Mr. KELSEO: As
Toowmbul says, they

M. RvsseLnL: They are not game

the hon. member for
are not game to do it.

Vie have »d them time and dgam I am
going to suggest 1n all good faith and

the Government should test
~ matter now. Ixamples have been given
this rorning by hon. members on this side
of the Chaniber of the absolute waste which
taken place under the present system,
I say once again: Let the Government
prove their sincerity in the matter of day

vity that

" labour by allowing the department to tender

competitively with contractors outside and
give the job to the lowest tenderer. Then
we shall find out whether the department
can do the work more cheaply than the
outside contractor. The department is then
put on its mettle. If it charges too much,
1t loses the contract. If it charges too little,
it loses money. That would enable us to test
the advantages or disadvantages of the dav-
labour system. We have heard hon. member
opposite say that the private contractor
sweats the men working for him. That
argument might have had some effect some
time aé,o before the basic wage was intro-
duced; but now the conditions “of labour
and wages are laid down in all industries.
The men working under both the day labour
and contract systems work under similar con-
ditions; and, if the Government let a con-
tract, it is up to them to have efficient
1n~pu’t01a and to insist that they get value
for th money. If there is a faiture, the
blame is not dltonethm to be placed on the
cmltmctor' it is also to be laid at the
door of the bad inspection of the depart-
ment.  There should be efficient inspection
also in the case where the department has
tendered for a job and has got it.

II my >u(_’;g(-t‘oll were adopted, in a couple
of vears so much publm money would be
uwed and the work wouald be carried out
just as cfiiciently that T am perfectly certain
thot hon. members oppoﬁte who arc now
always prating about the value of day labour
would be ashamed to mention the system.

Mr. Wixstaxeey: That suggestion was
tried when the hon. member for Wrnnum
was in a Government, but it failed.

Mr. KELSO: 1If the suggestion were
carried out, we would be able to ascertain
if public money was being wasted. This is
a constructive proposal, and I dare the
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Government to put it into oy tion. They
arc not game to do so, because they desire
to have a huge army of men at their dis-
posal sn that they may shift thom like a
mobile army east, west, north, south, wher-
ever the fre is hottest during an election
campaig They desire to take them from
one section and phce them in another in the
same_way as they have employed workers on
the Willowburn works prior to every election
campaign,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Ovder!

Mr. KELSO: These men are made use of
only for political purposes.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMI
Mr. KELSO: I vour ruling,
r. Cooper. If the Government take my

wmgo:t i into consideration. I feel sure that
much beneflit will result to the State.

My, HARTLEY (Fit:roy): One thing that

her =atisfactory in this debute 15 the
rdinizsion by the hon. member for Nundah
that the Oppesition have abandon=d the old
fetish of having a board of business men to
manage the aftmls of the State

Mr. Keren: I did not sar
nisquote me. )

Mr, HARTLEY : It

Order !

must chey

that.

is very satisfactory to

hear that statement.
Mr. Kurso: You are very good at twisting.
Mr. RTLEY : When we cotsider that

the Mohopo,xtan Water Su‘)plv and Sewer-
age Board is composed of these so-called
businces men elected by a universal franchise
and hboosted by the capitalistic press of this
city, ib is refreshing to hear the hon. member
admit that the principle is.a failure.

Mr. Xerr: He did not make the statament.

Mr. HARTLEY : That was the meaning
of his argument. e condcmned the Metro-
politan Water Supp ly aud Sewerage Board,
and considered that in its place there should
be a board of expert engincers, a water
authority man, and one business man.
If that does not condemn administra-
tion by business men, I do not know what
it means, Evidently the hon. member has
not read very much about Henry Ford and
his opinien of experts. W huu any man
becomes an expert i the busine Henry
Ford he is passed over to a rival firm so
that Henry Ford will be sure of securing the
business of the opposition. The experience
of Queenzland in the employment of experts
has  been particularly unfortunate. The
Rockhampton City Council employed an
expert to advise them in conmecticnm with a

water scheme. TFirst the expers recom-
mended  the wrong scheme. He recom-
mended a schems which was estimated to

cost £200,000, but, instead of costing that

sure, it cost nearlry £310,000. The quantity
of water to be available under the scheme
weas supposed to be adequate fo meet the
expansion in the population of Rockhampton
for the next thirty vears. but the peopie
there are becoming afraid that it will not bhe
sufficient to meet their needs in the next
three or four years. That is an expert from

university for you!

Mr. ¥Kerr: Why didn’t vou take the job
on yourself, and do away with the expert?

Mr. HARTLEY : I deal with things that
T have been trained in and know of.

Mr. Kerr: Then why run the other people
down?

[21 OcToBER.]
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Ovder !

Mr. HARTLEY: When any fool of an
engineer with a string of university letters
to his name estitnates that he can install a
scheme for £200,000, and the actual cost is
£310,000, I am satisfied he is a ‘dud”
Does the hon. member say that he is not?
Does hLe contend that the results obtained
in that scheme justified us in depending on
that expert?

We have had the same experience in the
instzlation of an elcetrical scheme in Rock-
hampton. An expert consulting eclectrical
enginesr W obtained from the South to

advise on the installation. He placed his
own clecirician in charge, and, instead of
the work costing £70,000, it cost £110,000,

of those men sacked the other

and each
three or four times during the ]ob.
. Krrso: You den't believe in experts.
HARTLEY : No., I believe in trained
3 x:h(‘ have learned their job frem the
A B C. T will take the word of a practical
man against a theoretical man every time.
Mr. Wrrso: You do believe in a man
being expert in anythin
Mr. HARTLEY There ave
experts, but therve arve vory mony fir
tradesaien. Take the case of a doctor who
specializes in a vertain disesse. If he is con-
sulted on any ase, he invariably
sends the parmm io another medical man

¢

who &pec!ahu . in it. Unlike many of our
experts, he does not attempt to deal with
matters he has not studied.

A certain awmount of criticism has been
devoted io the construction of scheols, but
'uirhm the hon. member for \mmanhv nor
the hon. member for Wide Bay gave sufficient
dat2 on which the department could be con-
demrod. The hon. member for Wide Bay
mentioned three or four schools that had
beon constructed at a high cost. Anyone will
admit that £600 odd is a very high cost for

buildin ¢ having dimensions of 9] feet by

18§ feet, It locks as if there is :omethmcr
wrong. and if there are no other circum-
stances explaining additional expenditure,
the cost is extravagantly high. I asked the

wmill,

member where svas the nearest
and he replied, © Ten to fourteen miles,
My, Moreax: That is not very far,
My, WARTLEY: It is very far to those
who hanpen to know the local conditions, If
the timber had to be carted in £10 lots from

hon.

a Htrle bush sawmill, its cost would be
added to greatly.
Crayroy: The cartage costs for one

o would not be £20.

HARTLEY: I have had experience
imber In Southern Oueemhx‘d.
- that in many cases a  bullocky ™’
or teamster c¢ha 5s. per 100 feet. You
cannot induce them to accopt timber loading
for 4 or b miles at less than 4s. per 100 fect
Take the case mentione d by the hon. member
for Normanby I hnpnea to know the
localits, which is in the vicinity of 70 miles
from Rockhampton. It is about a mile from
the ratlway station to the school, and it is
a difficult matter to sccure transport facili-
ties from the station to the school. I am
satisfied that. 1f a contractor from Rock-
hampton had tendercd for the job, his price
would have been greater than that quoted by
the Department ‘of Public Works, because
he would have had to take all the timber

Mr. Hartley.]
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from Rockhampton; he would not have had
cnough local knowledge to cobtain it from
the small sawmills in the district. He
would have had to pav the ° out-of-ftown ”
allowance to his men in additica to extra
wages. travclling  time, ete.,, and that
sort of thing, and I do not suppose there
would have been much difference eventualiy.
In the final analysis the whole question of
the merits and demerits of contract versus
day labour narrows itsclf down to efficient
management. If you have not efficient and
faithful managerient, vou have bad results
under either svstem.

The whole trouble with the Department of
Public Works is that it contralises every-
thing in Brisbane. It has a big ineffective
staff in Brisbane, and that is the stupidity of
the policy. If work has to be done at
Kunwarara, Murgon, or some other place,
there should be facilities for purchasing tho
materizl locally at the nearvest big centre
of trade. It should not be necessary to send
to DBeisbane for all the material. Undoubt-
edly the same material of equal quality could
be purchased in many instances at Murgon or
any other centve cheaper than if it were
sent from Brisbane, and without the loss of
paving the incffective staff in Brisbane.

I have seen cases similar to that mentioned
by the hon. member for Normanby where
the roof and rafters came up first and the
ground plates did not come until the Jast,
causing 2 whole group of men to waste time
or to illl in time on odd jobs. I know cases
where a whole lot of stump caps were
omitted and the job held up until the stump
caps were obtained from Brisbane. That sort
of thing would damn any system, whether it
was day labour or contract. But that is
inefficient msnagement and is not the fault
of the system. The argument which hon.
members opposite do not attempt to
answer 15, “ What is the result of the con-
tract system?” Given an honest contractor,
you secure as good results from the contract
as from the day-lahour system; but, if you
have a dishonest contractor, the result is the
use of bad materials and bad workmanship.
The contractor might agree to put in con-
crete with the mixture of cement one in three
or one in four, and. instead, he supplies it
one In six or one in seven. Unless vou have
a highly qualified man watching that con-
tractor, that sort of thing will go on. In
addition you have the contractor’s profit to
take into consideration. The driving power
behind the contract system is the greed
of the contractor to secure the utmost limit
from his employees in order to make a big
profit. no matter what the effect is on the
emplogee—that is the trouble.

Mr. Krrso: The men would go out on
strike 1f that were done.
[2 p.m.]

Mr. HARTLEY : There is no doubt that
under an intensive system of piecework the
humar operator is worn out and the orced of
the contractor takes no aceount of the human
factor. That is one of the real dangers that
can be urged against the contracting system.
It 1s not possible to compare the Government
day-labour syitem with a private contracting
system, as the influences operating are
absolutely different.  The hoss contractor
biself believes in day labour. 1If a private
employer takes on a contract to metal Queen
street, he cmploys men on day labour,
becaus2 he makes the most profit in that
way. Ie does not lct the work out at so
much for every 100 yards of street or 20

[Mr. Hartley.
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cubic vards of concrete; he employs men om
day wagoes.
Mr. Krrse: How could he do otherwise?
. HARTLEY : It would be the simplest
¢ in the world. The hon. member
evidently does not understand how to get
wurk secomplished. If a contractor took on
a coutract to concrete Queen street and its
extensions to the Hamilton he could let out
the work in 100-vard blocks to sub-contractors
or to groups of workmen, but he does not
do that because it would mean dividing his
profits.  If the hon. member for Toowong
had & contract to paint a big building, he
would net let out the work to his emnl 5,
He wonkd pay them by the day. Why is it
that he uld not let it out at so nwich per
vard? Because he wants the whole profit.

s

My, Krrso: The men do not want it any
other way.

Mr. HTARTLEY: The men cannot take it
any other way, because they are driven by
necessity to get their daily wage, and that
is where the private contractor has the
advantage over Government control. In
private employment the necessity is different
to what it 1s in Government ecmployment,
and that is what the department is up
against in getting results. In the Govern-
nent theve are too many shock-absorbers,
and you cannot sheet the blame home to
the man responsible for any neglect. If you
go to a (Government department to make a
complaint, the Under Sceretary will bring
in his Assistant Under Secretary; the Assis-
tant Under Secretary will bring in the Chief
Clerk; and #o on right down till you get
to the message boy, but you cannot get
sbsolute proof as to who is to blame, and
vou cannot sheet home the blame. That is
the trouble in a Government department,
whereas in the case of a private contractor
ho goes on a job and, if he sees things have
not gone on all right and that less work
has been done than ought to have been
done, he calls up his foreman, and, if it is
the foreman’s fault, the foreman goes. If
it j& something that the foreman has not
noticed, ke points it out. The foreman walks
up to the men on the job, and says, ‘‘ This
has not been done properly, and, if you
cannot do it better, you will have to go.””
There is an incentive to do thes job well
because a man knows that he will have te
oo if he does not do it properly. There is
not that incentive in a Government depart-
ment, consequently we have a much lower
state ¢f cfficlency in the State service than
anywhere else. That is the defect in regard
to the Socialistic system. We know that men
are born under  different conditions and
educated differently, and it is difficuit to get
them all to come up to onc mental standard
and one manuval standard. It is difficult o
make them realise that it 1s just as impers-
tve to uive of their best to the State,
Lecause thev ave part owners of the State,
as it is for them to give of their best to
the bass contractor, under whom, if ther
do not < the work properly. they will be
sacked. To develop a social statz we must
first develop a social conscience. One of
the troubles in connection with a Govern-
ment department is that, owing to the system
of promotion by seniority, there is a lack of
incenrive to do the hest, and you cannot

sack a man for anything which goes
wrong.  Until we provide that eacl} man
in the public service shall hold his job

on his merits, just the same as a man
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does under a private boss. we shall
always be faced with this problem. The
system  of promotion by seniority in the
public_service, which makes it nccessary for
everything to be proved down to the last
item before a man is dealt with, militates
against cfficiency. A man in charge of a
job must have the right to say to an
employee, “ This work is not done properly,
and, if you do not do it right, I shall have
to get somebody else to do it.”?

The hon. member for Wide Bay and the

hen. member for Normanby spoke with
vegard to chespening the cost of school
buildings and workers’ dwellings by the use

of second-class hardwood. There i3 not the
slightest doubt that the high cost of first
class timber is a big factor in increasing
the cost of schools and other public build-
ings. We have a lot of good hardwood tim-
ber in Queensland which is not being used,
and which would be very suitable for build.
ing purposes provided it was not put into
the ground or exposed to the weather out.
side.  For inside work it is just as good as
pine, although a little heavier. In some
cases it would be much more ornamental.
White gum is as fine and straight a timber
as we cin get anywhere, and grey stringy
bark is also a good timber for many classes of
work. It would be well for the Department
of Public Works to co-operate with .the
Forestry Department to get some of the
sccond-class timbers on the market and prove
their worth. T have known some of these
timbers condemned by the department on
the ground that they would be attacked bx
white ants. I have used them mwvsolf and
found them to be good, and other men who
are better versed in this mattor than I am
say they are verr good. The departiment
should experiment with these second-class
timbers with a view to saving the depart-
ment the extra cxpense incurred bs using
first-class  soft-wood timbeor.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) . 1 would like
to say something on the matter of the
divided control in building schools. It is

absolutely bad to have two controlling
authorities, and I would like to enter
wy protest against the system., Under it

the Secretary for Public Instruction has not
the final say as to which schools are to
be built, as a result of which the schools
actually approved by the Government for
construction may not be those which arc
most needed br that department.

Then I want to protest against the insuffi-
ciency of the number of schools through a
lack of funds. I have no doubt that the
Department of Public Instruction would be
glad to approve of the building of schools,
and the Department of Public Works would
be anxious to build them, if the funds were
placed at their disposal; and I maintain—
particularly after hearing the hon. member
for ¥itzroy—that the monew should be there.
It is all very vell for the hon. member to
point out that waste occurs and blame certain
classes of people for it. Thesr are to blame,
and it is scandalous. I quite agree that.
when ther have their own Government in
power, and when they are their own masters,
they should be men cnough to give the State
a fair deal. They should not loaf on the
job: but. unfortunatcly, this wasie does
occur, and very often it destrovs the chance
of getting a school.

I have heard hon. members say that the
schools put up in olden times under tha
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contract system were inferior to those that
are being built ro-day., I want to inform
those hon. members that not one school in
the Murrumba district which was built under
the contract system is inferior to those being
built now. They are all good. There are
schools which have been up for fifty years,
and, although there have been repairs in the
shape of new blocks perhaps, they are as
good to-day as ever they were. Take the
Morayfield school, for instance. It has worn
cut two floors in its time, and 1t is a monu-
ment to the men who supplied the timber
and built it.  Whilst I believe that more
work is put into a school nowadays than is
necessary—l mean that it is not necessary
10 have the fine finish which is given to such
buildings—it is also necessary that every
centre where a school is justified should
have a school. It is not good for the cause
of education that we should have to trans-
port children leng distances. In cases where
schools are too old fo bhe rebuilt or
remodelled, and there has been a shifting of
population, so that schools are a long dis-
tance from where the children arc, the two
departments—particularly the Department of
Public Works—ought to be able to devise

some means to give us the schools we
require. It is not the children or the people,
but the management. which has brought

about the present conditions of things and
I hope the Government will give very
serious consideration to the question and
alter their methods,

Mr. Harrrey: Discharge some of your
friends.

2r. WARREN: 1 am not very anxious
about the question of contruct versus day
labour, but it was remnrkable to hear the
previous speaker talking about letting sub-
contracts for cement roads. TIf the hon.
gentleman were to give one thought to the
matter, he would realise that hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of machinery are
necessary to carry out that work. It would
not be the same as sub-letting a contract for
painting. where all the equipment necessary
would be a paint pot and two or three extra
brushes.

Mr. Hariey: It could be made a term of
the contract that the sub-contractor should be
allowed the use of the machinery. That has
been done.

Mr. WARREN: I admit that has been
done, but the work would have to comprise
more than a hundred yards of road construc-
tion if all the machinery was to be utilised.
Under the system suggested it would not be
possible to break up the streets for the pur-
pose of laying down up-to-date roads. The
deparunent should give cvory oonglderahol}
to the adoption of some system which would
bring about better rewults. It is no use
blaming an individual. The hon. inember
for Fitzroy said that the blame could be
traced from the Minister down to the lowest
subordinate.

My, Hartrey: You could trace it to the
messsge bov. e is the perzon to blame.
On one occasion I traced the blame down as
far as the message hey. and then I gave
it up.

Mr. WARREXN: You might trace the
blame as far s+« vou like. but there is no
desire on the part of the Govern:uent to alter
the systemn.  The Government should take
immediate steps io establish an efficient EXGH
termn in all departments. particularly with
regard to the construction of =chouls.

My, Warren.]
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Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 regret very
much the deerease in the vote for schools.
I believe that, if we are to have school
buildings erected as we should erect them
in the various parts of the State to keep pace
with the growth of the population. it may
be necessars before very lorg to impose a

special public instruetion tax.
M. 2IaxwEerL : You have not exhausted all

your methods of taxation?

Mr. COLLINS: Not by a2 long way. We
ave only on the fringe of taxation. While
hon. memmbers are complaining about the
d se in the vote, I am quite sttistied
that. if the department hed the funds at
its disnesal, it could spond  £250.000 this
vear in building new schools and bringing
othv schools right up to date by painting
themn as thes should painte We have
to get down to {in-tack It 13 no uze heat-
ing about the bush and saving this thing
skould be dene and that rhing should be
done. because we :hwould know from experi-
100 that you cannot aceomnlish thess things
withour finance. The question for the State
to consider in the future is the method by
which the necessary funds for the erection
of echools and for bringing them up to date
can be raized. Some hon. wembers complain
about the cost of erecting the schools. he
work sarried our by the devartment in my
electorate ix work that hss Leen well done.
There iz a difference between work that
woll dene and work that is scamped. 1
ow that under the contract system of
ilding «rhools and cavesing out public
wovks a lot of the werk was scamped, or,
in other words. it was uot well done. If
vou desire the work to last, vou must have
the work well done. and I faks it that is
vhat we are cbtuining in eensland  at
the present time.

Mr. Epwands: The
done at all,

Mr. COLLINS: Tt is no use hea monld
comparing  the cot  of  school ] fdings
evected twenty or thiviy x ago with the
cost to-day.  First of all, we were over.
worked twenrr or thirty vears ago. Wa
worked too hard. To-dar. under modern
conditions. the rising goneration will not be
put in their graves as early as zomo of the
earlier pioncers were. Whether hon. mem-
bers like it or not. we have to look facts in
the face and realise that conditions have
changed., What would be the use of boasting
of our wodern civilization if that were nob
c0? It is all moonshine to be continually
boasting of the wonderful inventive faculties
of wan, of the wonderful uses that machinery
can be put to—that it will accomplish in one
hour as much work as would take four. five,
or six hours to accomplish under the old con.
ditions—if man is not to receive some benefit.
What is the use of all those inventions if we
are experted to work as hard as we did
under the old conditions?

My friend, the member for Fitzror, put
his finger on what I consider iz the main
fault in_connection with our day-Jabour
system. In passing from a system which was
oppressive to a freer svstem we cannot expect
to proceed from a state of imperfection to
one of perfection. «ven in the building of
our schools, in the short space of eleven
vears. We have to realise that. We have
to teach our people that, when they are
working for the State, thev ave expected to
give the best that is in them, just as they did

[Mr. Collins.
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when they were working for a private
craplover. . Unfortunately for us as a party,
many of our men have not vet realised that
they are the State. That is what we are
suffering from at the present time. No hon.
e this :ide stands for loafing or
We stand for cfficiency.

inefficic:

GOVERNMENT  MEMBERS : ear, hear!
(Oppesition langhter.)
Afv. COLLIY Unfortunately, we have

not been able to induce all ocur people tw
realive that fact.

Afy, Kerw: Fflicieney with lip service.

AMr. COLI There are these who have
rot reali are tlie State, and th

if they set themselves out to reb the Stsie,
they ave robbing themsolves. That is th
reason wo are not maeking the progress
cught to be wmaking to-day. There is noth
wrong with the sccialistic doectrine.
great mas: of prople—and I am speaking ¢
my own cluss, the working class—have ncs
vet recognized that they are the Governwent,
and that. if ther rob the Government, they
are robbing themselves.

el
Koo

i

s

= D

&

.. Irer: Theyr have had their legs pulled
long enough about being the Government.

Myr. COLLINS: Hon. members will know
that under the old contract system in the
construction of our railways, the Government
were compelled to have an engineer on the
job, to see that the contractor did his work
Double supervizion was necessa
supervision by the Government, and sups
vision by the contractor.

Mr. Maxwenn: Tell us something abou
the supervision of the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board.

Afr. COLLINS: I am not going to deal
with Brisbane matters. I rcalise there are
twenty lLon. nembers representing Drisbane,
ten sitting on this side of the Chamber
and ten on that side. Suvely they can look
after Drisbane without my worrying about
it! As a Northern member, I am not worry-
ing to a large extent as to what is happening
in Brishane. We can look after the North.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. Krrr: You are very parvochial.

Mr. COLLINS: T rose for the purpose of
pointing out that the work that has been
done in my clectorate is good and solid
work—work that will stand the test of time.
Just as the old Roman roads—and I am
inclined 1o think they were built by day
lahour—stood the test of time, so the work
done by this Government in my electorate
will stand the test of time. It compares
well with the jerry-building done by con-
tractors in times past.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

ZIr. COLLINS: We inherit this Depart-
ment of Public Works from hon. members
opposite—not those particular hon. members,
but the party they represent. That party
was in power for fifty years, and it filled
up the public. service with their own poli-
tical friends. We inherited all those poli-
tical friends in this department, and it might
have been a good thing had this Government
emptied out all those men and substituted
men of our own political ideas.

Mr. Epwarns: That is a very cowardly
statement.
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Mr. COLLINS: It is not a cowardly state-
ment. I say that for fifty ycars the party
of the hon. member filled up the public
service with their own nominees. They
were never known to appoint a Labour man
if they werc aware that he was a Labour
man. Therefore, if the work is not being
supervised as it ought to be, hon. members
opposite are responsible, becausc they and
their friends ave responsible for what took
place before we assumed office.

Mr. Kerr: Have you not made a few
political appointments since your party came

into offica?

My, COLLINS: If you want work well
done, you must have men to do that work
who ave in sympathy with the party in power
—imen who desire to see the work well
dene.  As time goes on, no doubt we shall
achiceve that object. There is no need to be
disheartened at all. Do hon. members think
that a man like me, who has had to battle
from his infaney, will be disheartencd because
there may have been one failure or half a
dozen failures?

Mr. Braxp: You have neced to be dis-
heartened to-dav, because the Premier has
thrown you overboard.

Mr. COLIINS: The Premier made a few
statements that might have been necessary
in the interests of the mass of the people
and the State. We are a nation in the
making, and I often say to myself, very
much in the making. Notwithstanding the
criticism of hon. members opposite, we shall
keep straight on with our policy, and show
our own people that, if we are to realise
the objective” of this partv, those working
for the State must give of the best that is
n them, realising that they are giving to the
State and helping to uplift humanity to a
higher ideal—higher than has been seen on
this planet before.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggcra): 1 have no desire
to cnier into a controversy in regard to day
fabour versus contract work, but 1 should like

the Hinister to give some in.

[2.30 p.m.] formstion in regard to very

serious allegations that have been
made in connection with the administration
of the Department of Public Works. 1t has
been stuted that a considerable amount of
“graft” has been going on in conncction
with buying in the Department of Public
Works,
My, HsrTrey:

“QGrafi

Mr. KERR : I am using the word ¢ graft ”
advisedly.

The SroreTsry ¥oR PuBLic WoRKS : You had
better be careful.

Mr. KERR: The Public Service Commis-
sioner had an officer of the Auditor-General’s
Department seconded to Him for the purpose
of making investigations into these matters,
apd the Minister should give the Committeo
a full explanation of what has happened.
One outstanding feature that we have been
told is that one officer concerned has been
dismissed the service for a start. The hon.
gentleman who has just resumed his
scat states that the policy of the Govern-
ment should be to appoint their own sup-
porters so that the work will be carried out
properly. I understand that the officer who
was dismissed was a very firm supporter of
this Government, and was placed in a high
position over the heads of outstanding public
servants.

[21 OcrosERr.]
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The SecretarY ror Preric Works: That is
not true.

‘Mr. KERR: In the end he had to be dis-
missed. If “ graft” has been going on in the
Department of Public Works, the taxpayers
are entitled to have a full confession as to-
what has< happened. On the 1st September
the hon. muinber for Toowong asked some
questions in this Chamber, and at the time
the Minister considered it inadvisable to give
further information. I understend that since
that date the invesiigations have been com-
pleved, and it locks as 1f 1t was aseeviained by
the audit insprotor thet such things as quota-
tious wers ner Uly circuleted, and. when
they wvre circulated, it was not always
the man who put in the lowess quotation

who received tae contrast. I could give
a Jot nore tails, and I could tell
hon. members  that, when certzin  gravel
was reauived o little while ago for the hos-

vho owusd a cuarry put in
a quotation buot did net get the contract,
while anrother man whe ‘put in a higher
tender got the business and got the material
from the quarry belonging to the man who
put in the lower guotsiion,

The 8
are vou t
inetunce,

pital, one man

What

apecili

CRETARY FOR Pupric WoRr
! vhout I want a

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman can
get it
The Secrrtany ron Prstie Worss: YWhy

not give the name of the firm you arc refer-
ing t0?

tigation. 1 g
give the Cormmittee the information to ”»‘»'hiﬂ('h
it is entitled.  That all T sm asking for
to-dav, and I em pointirg out that certain

aflegations arc made which demand that
the A1ini should mglke a full confession ax
fo whe hapnened in the Department of
Public Works i1 regar:l to this matter.

The Srcrrrsry vor Preire Works: I want
the nenie of the {ivm,

Mr. KERR : The hen. gentleman can get
the name {rom ibe departmont. I do not
want 1o bands the names of firms about in
this Chumbes. The hon, gentieman should
know. We asked for the report of the investi-
gation to be placed on the tabls of the
Hous, e that boon done? I say it has
net bern done.  The Minister said it was
not opportune to give further information.
The =peech of the hon. member for Bowen
advocating that the Government should fill
the public service with Labour supporters
brought this maiter to my mind. The atti-
ture taken up hy the hon. member for Bowen
is absolutely intolerable. Every public ser-
vant is entitled to his own political opinions,
and is entitled to vote as he likes.

Mr. Corrins: You weuld not allow that
in your day.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Order!

Mr. KERR: Surely the hon, gentleman
krows that under the previous Governments
the ballot-box was secret! The Government
krow perfectly well that under our Govern-
ment every rpublic servant had the right
to cast his vote in any way he desired. T
rose for the purpose of having this thing
thrashed out. If the irregularitics which

Mr., Kerr.]
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have been disclosed have occurrcd in the
department, T am justified in bringing the
matter forward. It is intolerzble that there
should be anything like this occurring in
the public service, 1 which the general tax-
payer is concerned; but it iz hard to stop
it.  This investigation is of considerable
imporiance to Queensland, The Government
are responsible, and the Ministor must take
responsibility for his department in this
regard. These allegations seem to be well
known. They should be fully ventilated
here and an explanation given in vegard to
them.
My, Farrern: What ave the allegations?
Why don’t you name the people concerned?
The SrcpetTary ror Pusuic Worxs: You
will get all the names.
Mr. 2IOORE (dubigny): 1 am sorry to
see the reductian in the vote for State school
buildings, the need for which is so great
districts. I take exception to

in country
the remarks of the hon. member for Bowen
in regard to work in the department which
was carried out by the contract system. The
coniractor who took the job he referred
to had to carry out the work according to
the specilication of the department, and
the Government had a check on him. As
to the hon. member for Bowen saring that
the public service is filled up with political
supporters of this party, the hon. member
has no_grounds whatever for saying that.
My opinion iz that the public servants of
this State are loyal to whatever Govern-
ment 1s in power, and will see that work
is done in the way it should be done. I
do not think that, when public servants were
appointed prior to 1915 their political
-opmions were taken into consideration in
the slightest degree. I do not suppose that,
when a boy goes in for the public service
examination and enters the public service
to-day, there is any inquiry as to bis politi-
cal opinions. If he pastes and there is a
vacancy he goes into the sevvice without
regard to his political opinions.

Mr. PeasE: Did you ever read Steele
Rudd’s book on the public service?

Mr., MOORE: Because hon. members arc
able to quots exceptional cases now and
then it is most unfair to cast a stigma on
the whole of the public service, and say
that they are not carrying out the wishes
of the Governnient to-day because they
happen to have been appointed under a
previous Administration.

A Goverx:Ext MeuBEr: Did you hear of
a man called George Ryland being discharged
by the Cook Government?

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member likes to
take an isolated case and make it of general
application. 1 believe the public servants

. sing out their duties according to
the instructions given to them by the various
I have seen no sign of disloyalty
amongst them at all. The hon. member
kuows that political opinions do not come
in at all. The only time when politicsl
opinions come in is when members of the
public service dare to express opinions con-
trary {o the views of the Government, and
then ther are “ saclked.”

Mr. HarTLEY: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE: If they dare to have
freedom of opinion and to express it they
are dismissed; but it is unfair to put a

[Mr. Kerr,
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stigma on public servants because they are
endeavouring to ecarry out their duty. I
personally believe that the Department of
Public Works has not the effective supervision
under the dav-labour system that it ought
to have. I can give instances. When I was
at St. (zeorge some months ago the foreman
at the hospital had been dismissed because,
when the inspector came up, he was absent
from the job. What happened? The two
men who were left on the job were there
for three wecks after the foreman left and
no work was done by them. There was a
Lig heap of timber which had been carted
all the way out to St. George. and it had
been there for a fortnight before it was
discovered that it was not meant for that
hospital at all-—that it was meant for Goon-
diwindi. That is not efficient supervision.
The hon. member for Bowen says that it
does not matter if we have failures—the
Government must expect failures. - But the
Government are not paying for these failures.

Mr. CoLrixs: I said that I was not going
to be disheartened by one failure or even
half a dozen failures.

Mr. MOORE: Or 100 or 2,000 failures!
We must not be disheartened by failures!
But it is not the Government who pay; it
is the children outside who are paying for
the failures. for the extravagance, for the
want of efficient supervision. In my opinion
it would be ever so much better for the
Department of Public Instruction to conduct
it own building and authorise what should
be done.

Oprositrox Meusprs: Hear, hear !

Mr. MOORE: And carry out the work
by contract or by day labour, whichever is
the more suitable method. Just as good
schools were buili under contract as are
built under day labour to-day. We have
to realise that the people are paying for
this adhercnce to a fetish—for that is what
it is, and it cannot go on indefinitely—
tho people are payving for these failures,
and I say that they have to be stopped. If
we can get just as good a job more cheaply
under contract, then we should get it. It
js not the Government but the children who
live outside who are paying, as we who live
outside know, for the dearth of schools. If
we want a school, the Department of Public
Instruction hangs on day after day, day after
day, in an cndeavour to get the people to
promise to do certain work. They have got
to cart the timber, or put up the blocks, or
fence the school area. The idea is, * How
much can we get the people of the district
to do before we give them a school?” 1
know of schools which cannot be built because
the people cannot afford to give the amount
of assistance which the Government demand
they should give.

A Coveaxuext Mrevsen: Under your
Government they had to find one-third of
the cost.

Mr. MOORE: 1 know plenty of people
to-day who have to build their own schools.
I was onc of three who built our school.
paid the whole cost, and handed it over to
the Government, land and eversthing, free
of debt, and I know of two other cases where
the department have said that theyr would
supplv a teacher if the people built the
school. If we kave a certain amount of
wones to spend, it is up to us to sec that

t

Bl
we get the best for it rather than adhere
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to a fetish, or carry out an experiment, or
cling obstinatelr to an idea in an endeavour
to prove that a certain policy is right.
It has been proved to be extravagant, and
the thing is to get away from it, if we
cannot get the best value for our money
in that way. The theory that because men
work for the State they will give of their
best is very nice; but, as the hon. member
for Bowen said, so far the people have not
realized that the; are working for themselves.
The only way in which we shall get people
to give of their best is by paying them for
what they produce. If a man works harder
or possesses more skill, then he should be
paid for it. That is the only way in which
we can obtain efficiency. We cannof reach
the millennium by saying that, because a
man is working for the State, he will give
his best_to the State even if he is not paid
for it. He will not give his best if he is only
to be paid at the same rate as the worst
man on the job. If the Government are
prepared to pay him for his skill and for the
extra work that he does, then we shall arrive
at a satisfactors pontlon

Mr. Hirtiey: You have all the work on

vour farm done wunder the day-labour
syvstom,

Mr. MOORE: Yes. A great deal of the
work performed by the shire council of

which I am a member is carried out under
the day-labour system, but I do not say
that the work is al\xaw carried out satis-
factorily. If we believe that the work can
he (‘muod out more economically and cffi-
ciently by contract, then it is car ried out under
that sysfom. That is the only +
we can have efficiency. We never know what
a building is going to cost under the Co-
vernment °vstem of erection. An estimate
is given, but it is altered time after time.

Tet me refer to one particular instance
that has been under notice during the past
few wears. I refer to the Hamilton Cold
Storcs. These are the figures showing the
estimates for the work at different times—

— | 1920 ‘ 1021, ‘ 1922
‘ e £ [ g
Buildings 125,000 | 125,000 | 150,694
M.1(111nery {75,000 i 75.000 75,000
Wharf .. 127500 34,000 35,000
Railway Siding | 21,500 ’ 21,500 21,500
'(‘onfmr*encles .. f . ‘ . ! 6,000
| £249,000 | 0255500 £288.104
—_—
The cstimate for 1924 was $£311,434. The

{otal 'Lmount expended to 30th June 1922,
was £142,498, The actual cost furnmhed bv
the Department of Public Works in 1925
was £310,683, and the actual cost set out in
the Treasurer’s financial tables is £328,030.
It scems that the estimatos arve of no value.
If a contractor takes on work at a price,
he must stick to that price. and the same
mmmplp should operate in the case of day-
tabour work.

Mr. Haateey: You cvidently do not wish
to understand the figures. You know that
the railway was put in afterwards and the
plans were added to.

Mr. MOGRE: I do not know anvthing of
the sort. Tho original e:timate plov1ded
For the construction of buildings, machinery,
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wharf, and railway siding. The original
estimate was £249,000, but it has increased
to £311,434.

Mr. ITARTLEY:
added to.

Mr. MOORE: That is all'very fine. An
estimate was given for certain work, and
vear after year the estimate is altered,

Mr. Farrern: That does not apply only
to the Government,

Mr. MOORE: We are dealing with the
Government. If a private individual puts
in a price, he must stick to it.

Mr. FirrerL: We had an instance in
Pockhampton where the estimate was
£290,000 and the actual cost £390,000.

Mr., MOORIE: It possibly happens in cer-
tain cases, but that was not work carried
out by contract.

Mr. FARRELL:

Mr. MOORE: I suppose the plans were
altered. I am talking of an ordinary job.

Mr. TFarpeErr: It has happened outside
the Government, too.

Mr. MOORE: There is one item in the
report of the Department of Public Works
to which I wish to draw attention, and
yeceive some information upon, as I cannot
find it in any other report of the depart-
ment. On page 13, I find this—

“ Kulpi, consideration money, £450.”
I do not know what ¢ consideration money’’
means. It cannot be for the building of a
school, as a school has been erected there for
nany years.

T also notice in the 1ep01t of the Auditor-
General that there is a trading loss last year
on the Ipswich Road Workshops of £5,456
16s. 7d.  An extraordinary thing seems to
have becn dome in connection with these
workshops, inasmuch as the total loss sustained
on account of the fire was charged against
the one year, though I do not know whether
in the long run that will make a great deal
of difference. I also observe that this loss
was sustained in spite of the fact that a
fixed rate of 12§ per gent. was added to the
landed cost of stores and 225 per cent. to
the factory cost of manufactured goods to
cover overhead expenses. 'That seems to
be an extraordinarily big loss to make in a
department like this. I do not understand,
if this is to be continued and if these
expenses are to be added on, how this
department can be carried on successfully. 1t
does not appear that there is any desire to

Because the plans were

Tt was a contract,

carry on these concerns economically, for,
\\honmm losses are incurred, further taxa-
tion is imposed on the pcople The percent-

ages that I have quoted appear quite suf-
ficlent to enable these workshops to be car-
ried on—perhaps not at a profit, but at any
rate to be selfsupporting. When we find
big lesses like this occurring it is time that
there was some investigation to discover
what 1s the matter. If we are to continue
to have these losses year after year on these
enterprises, the best thing to be done is to
close them up and purchase material some-
where clie,

The SECRETARY FOR PupLic Womks: And
par 25 per cent. more for it?

Mr. MOORL : That is just a question.

The SECRETARY romr Prprnic Works: It is

it is a fact.

Mr. Moore.]

not a question ;
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Mr. MOORE: We should call for tenders
to see if this work can be done at a cheaper
rate than at present. If that is done, I think
we shall not have this exesssive loss. There
1s no occasion for it. An ordinary individual
carrying on a workshop of that nature, and
having the opportunity of adding 124 per
cent. to the landed cost of stores and 224
per cent. to the factory cost to cover over-
head expenses, would be perfectly capable of
supplyving those goods without making a loss
like that. The position is not satisfactor:
What we have to do is to see if we cannot
stop_these recurring losses and avoid fresh
burdens of taxation being imposed on the
people every vear. The hon. member for
Bowen claims that we are not yet out of the
transition stage, but we have been in that
staze for eleven wears and cannot remain
indefnitely in it
and still more taxation.

Mr. Humrmey: Your class wore in that
stage hundreds of years, and are siill in it.

Myr. MGORE: Our party were able to con-
duct things on cconomic lines, and were able
to carry on the business of the country with-
out this excessive taxation. We erected our
public  buildings at a considerably lower
amount proportionately than is the case to-
dar, and excrcised an economie control.

Mr. Hamriey: With Gatling guns.

Mr. MOORE: No. We achieved
economic administration. The present Go-
vernment have continued in the transition
stage for eleven years. and they want to go
on in that stage m the hope that Providence
will step in and alter human nature. instead
oi recognising that human nature is human
nature and cutting their coat asvording to
their cloth.

Mr. CorLxs: We are suffering because
vou crushed the soul out of the workers.

Mr. MOORE: I do not want to go back
with the hon. member to what he calls the
middle or the dark ages.

it by

- Mr. CorrLiNs: You on that side are still
in the dark ages.
Mr. MOORE: The Government of the

hon. member are in the dark ages when they
fail to recognisc that, when a thing is not
paving, it should be shut up.

Mr, HARTLEY: What age are the coal-
mwiners in Xngland living in to-day Is it
the enlightened age about which yvou talk?

My. MOORE: Their position is due to the
cconomic conditions following the war. It
1+ far better for men to have something to
work at and to earn a reasonable wage than
ty have nothing. If a country is going to
lose the whole of its coal trade on account
of the excessive wages demanded, it is better
to carry on_at a reasonable wage than to
lose the trade and have nothing.

. Mr. HarTeEY: And pay a million a weck
in royalties.

Mr. MOORE: This Government must
realise that cconomic conditions apply to
Queensland as weli” as to other places. and
that extravagant administration must be
abandoned. It is all very well for hon.
menibers opposite to ask that we should
continue in such a way year after year,
saying that in another ten vears cvervfhing
will be all right. If we continue the
country will be bankrupt, and we want to
stop before we rcach that stage. We want

IMr., Moore.
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to reach the stage when people providing
money for business will receive a reasonable
return, and when those esrning money will
give full value for what they receive, when
they will be paid for what they produce,
and not merely for the time they put in.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I am
sorry that the Government are economising
in a dirvection that is not going to be advan-
tageous to soine of our country districts.
I rvefer especially to the Departinent of
Public Instruction.  Great care is being
hestowed upon our young life, but apparently
litile attention is to be devoted to providing
the country children of our State with the
means by which they may obtain an educa-
tion, T speak in this way because my own
clectorate has for many scars been affected
by that eourse of action. One hon. member,
when speaking this morning, put his finger
very vightly upoun ove of the causes—thng
iz, the manner in which the Department of
Public Instruction is treated by the Depart-
ment of Public Works. W=z want a sever-
ance there very badly. and, if a severance
vove breaght about, the highest
interests of education would be
reached. The policy of economy
adopted by the Government is having a
bad cffcet on educational life in Queenslaund.
The matter is causing extreme concern. 1
have had promises that certain expenditure
would take place in providing for scliool
residences in some districts. At Mount
Alford, just outside Warwick, we have a
school with over 100 pupils, but no teacher’s
residence.  The teacher has to come in and
out of town, and has done so for years.
Possibly he max prefer to do that, but i$
s to me that, if a school is to be properly
conducted, the teacher’s residence should
be near the school. The same thing applies
to Maryvvale,  Althongh applications have
been made again and again for a teacher’s
residence. there 18 no  teacher’s residence
there. The voie is less than for last vear,
and the possibility of getting anry expendi-
ture in connection with the various matters:
refeired to seem to be extremely remote. I
cannot understand ecomony in this direction.
Are the Government so pessimistic that they
cannot undertake to provide the necessary
expenditure to equip our various educational
establishments properly?

Mr. Monaan: The State enterprises have
talen all th: money.

My, G. P. BARNES: No doubt: and we
ave payving the piper for that shameful
waste of expenditure. Some eight or nine
months ago when the Minister was in War-
wick his attontion was drawn to the Warwick
Technical College and High School, and
we then indicated that certain things were
necessary in order to get abreast of the
growing requirementz of that school. No-
place in Queensland occupies a higher posi-
tion educationally than Warwick. We have
no less than sceven secondary schools there,
including the convent, and it is necessary
that the schaol which makes the pace for
the other schools should be kept abreast
of the other schools. We have other establish™
ments in our centre adding addition after
addition, vet we are stagnant.

[3 pom.]

Mr. Corrins: The Government cannot have
ruined the farmers, after all.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Educationally, War-
wick has set a fine example. We have the
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best technical college and high school in the
land, and it has proved an unqualified suc-
cess. The (overnment are to be congratu-
lated on the way they have equipped and
staffed the school, and everything is running
smoothly. but that does not do away with
the necessity for meeting the requirements
with regard to additions to these schools
in order to fulfil the aspirations of the
people there.

I now come to u small matter in connec-
tion with a school. For some years NOW
the people concerncd have been agitating
for a wulawvshed at the Freestone Hchool.
Evidentiv the Department agreed, in respolize
to a deputation which waited upon them.
to find the jron for the purposc, valued
at £40, on the condition that the people
would ¢ ut the work., Only a few days
ago I received an intimation from the
department that the promise given had been
cancelled. The mere granting of £40 worth
of iron to that school has been cancelled
on account of the desire of the Government
to cconomise. The Under Sceretary, Mr.
McKenna, promised that the iron would be
supplied, and I am inclined to think that
the Kinister agreed with the proposal. Last
week I roceived two intimations—one regard-
ing local authority grants, and the other
having to do with this paltry promise of
£10 worth of iren for the playshed at Free-
stone School.  The children taere have no
plavshed or any place to go to eat their
lunches. They have to broil in the heat of
the summer in the open. When rain Is
falling thew have no shelter whatever, and
the disadvantages they have to suffer are
very great. The people were prepared to
erect a playshed: but the department now
refuse to give the £40 promisoed, which will
prevent tho prople from carrying out their
infention. My distriet is being pinched in
conscequence of the economical spirit that
influences the decisions of the Government.

We are now

putting up many very fine

wooden structures, but I think the day
has come when we should decide upon a
different kind of siructure for our better

class of schoels. We should go in for either
stone, brick. or conerete buildings, which are
of & more lasting nature and more in accord-
ance with the importance of our State. One
of the things which strike visitors is that
we seem to be In a trapsitory stage and
are not building for all time—that we are
qogng things in a spasmodic way, and not
doing the bt we might do. Wooden build-
ings may be all right from an ecconomis
point of view, but we should raiso the tone
of our various districts by the crection of
public buildings of a more permanecut charac-
ter. Tt would be much better if, in connection
with our maternity homes, for instance, the
buildings were construeted of brick. I
belicve that the maternity home in Warwick
will be built of brick, but in many cases
that is not 0. The department should give
more attention to_ the character of these
bulldmgs. I would like to know how long
we are to carry out economies of this kind
to the detriment of our people.

Mr. Harrtiry: Until we have paid back
the war interest to the war patriots.

My, G. P, BARNES : The State is not pay-
ing anyvthing at all in that divection. Maliy
things have been said on this wote by hon.
moembers on the other side with which we on
this side are in direet accord. The hon.
meniber for Burke referred to the way in
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which workers are sent long distances to do
trivial jobs which could be done by men
on the spot. Surely the Secretary for Public
Works could give instructions that works of
no great conscquence should be carried out
Jocally. znd thus save an cnormous sum to
the State. 1 would like to know from the
Afinister when we may hope for a more
generous expenditure on our schools than
obtains to-day.

Mr. FARRELL (Roclhampton): Quite &
lot can be said in support of the statements
made by the hon. member for Nanango, the

hon. member for Normanby, and others
about school buildings throughout the

State. because there is no doubt that many
schools in country districts are not_up to the
right standard. I can guote several instances
where teachers have written fo mme person-
2llv asking that I interview the Under Sec-
retary for Public Works and endeavour to
have something done or repairs effected. At
the Montville State school. in the elcctorale
of the hon. member for Cooroora, the con-
dition of the liead toacher’s residence is such
that it is a source of worry to him every
time tain falls. It is in one of those districts
where rain falls fairly often, and the result
hias been so serious that his wife has had to
consult a doctor and is now in hospital, and
T have not the faintest doubt that her pre-
sent state of health has been caused by the
conditions 1 have mentioned. That is just
an isolated case.

Mr. Moreax : The playsheds of some of the
city schools are better than the residences at
seme countey zchools.

3r. FARRELL: I admit that, and, whilst
T do not want to eriticise the depariment
harshly—beeause 1 know the vote is limited
1 do ask that in the matter of repairs first
consideration be given to schools in the
conintry, beeause they require it most.

~Now I come o the question raised by the
Qocvelary for Public Instruction at the open-
ine of a school recentlr. He said that sooner
ater an edncation loan would have to be
raised to bring the schenls of Queensland up
to the proper standard. Seeing that millions
of pownds have been set aside for railways
and the improvement of the volling-stock,
1 do not see any reason why next year or at
some othor time £1.030.000 should not be set
aside to bring the schools of the State up to
the proper standard. T really believe that
a special loan should be raised purely for
the pose of constructing new schools and
offerting repairs to our present schools.

This worning certain hon. members—par-
ricularly the hon. member for Nanango—
roferred to parents in country localities
having to provide voluntary labonr in the
construction of their schools. While T think
that is a very fine spirit, I belicve that
pavents who ave keen on seccuring a school
shontd help the department as murh as pos-
siblo: but that spirit prevails in the city as
well as in the country. It me instance the
Ascot State School, where something like
£1.500 has been spent on the school by resi-
donts of the arca, who are desirous of making
the school one of the best in Queensland.

My, Maxwerr: The same thing has been
done in my clectorate.

\r. FARRELL: I admit that there are
wealthy people in that arca, but they take a
pride in their school. During the two and
a-half yvears that Miss Ludgate has been in

My, Farrell.]
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charge of the Rockhampton Central School,
nearly £1,000 has been spent in improving
it. That is only a small school. This money
has been expended in the direction of pro-
viding swimming-pools, mural decorations,
gardens, basket-ball courts, tennis courts, a
eursthmic hall, ete. All these things have
been provided by voluntary effort.

Mr. Epwarbs: That is a very different
thing from building schools for the education
of children.

Mr. FARRELL: Probably it is; but the
same spirit that oxists in the country prevails
in the city. It is only a natural thing. I
do not want the people of country electorates
to get away with the idea that it is only
country people who are interested in the
beautification of State schools. No matter
liow we may look at this question, it must be
admitted by hon. raembers on both sides thas
during the timo the Government have been
in power great strides have been made in
the construction of schools. The hon. mem-
ber for Normanby knows that during the
first three vears that he was in Parliamens
twenty-five or twentr-six schools were erected

in his elcctorate.
Mz, I)ETERSON:')IOI“O than that; but I had
oo
g

to sweat ke a ni

Mr. FARRELL: That goos to show that
the Government recognised that the Nor-
manby electorzte had been neglected in that
direction, and the fact that twenty-five or
twentv-six schools were built in three years
is proof that the Government recognised
their responsibility. I am heartily in accord
with the suggestion made by the hon. mem-
ber for Warwick with respect to the erection
of school residences. I know the casc to
which he refers. Where a teacher has to
travel some 20 to 25 miles to his place of
residence, he naturally is away from the
influence of his school, and that has not a
good effect on the tone of the school, and has
not a good effect on the general progress and
conduct of the school. If the Minister carries
out the idea of an educational loan, I hope
that he will set aside a good portion of it
for the purpose of building additional school
residences.

My, PETERSOX : Do vou not think it would
bo a good plan to give the teachers residences
of the type of workers’ homes?

Mr. FARRELL : The great difficulty would
be in connection with the transfer of teachers.
If you read the report of the Under Secretary
to the Department of Public Iustruction,
you will discover that practically every
inspector in his report mentions the neces-
sity of shifting teachers, particularly head
teachers, more frequently than is the case
at the present time. That would be the
great difficulty there. Otherwise it would
be a very fine scheme. There is also the
cost of the transfer.

ger to get them.

The question of closing cortain  schools
was mentioned. It is a fact that many
schools in Queensland have been closed, and
properly so.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Order! The question of the closing of schools
will come up for consideration under the

Estimates of the Department of Public
Instruction.

Mr. FARRELL: I was about to suggest
that the schools which have been closed

should be shifted to some other locality whose

[Mr. Farrell
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population warrants such a course, and where
the ecstablishment of a school is justified.

Mr. Epwarps: It takes about ten years
to get @ school removed.

Mr. FARRELL: I now want to deal with
the type of schoel. Mr. Inspector Baker, in
his report to the department regarding the
unew type of school, has this to say—

** The new buildings are not of suitable
design.  They are divided off into
separate class-rooms. entrance to which
is from the verandas; there is no direct
means of inter-communication by sliding

partitions, doors, or windows. This
arrangement makes direct supervision

by the head teacher extremely difficult,
and where, as often occurs, there are
pupil-tecachers, student-teachers, or wealk
assistants on the staif, it is not conducive
to the cfficient working of the school.”
Thosc are the new buildings that are being
built, and, although Mr. Baker is the only
inspector who definitely makes that report,
almost every one of the other inspectors has
something to say concerning them.

T am pleased to see that, during the last
tivelve months, an officer of the Works
Department has been attached to the Hduca-
tion Department for the purpose of carrying
out any small repairs. It is a very fine
scheme,  Minor repairs, instead of being sent
from the Education Department to the Works
Department, are now undertaken by this
officer, and a great deal of time is thus saved.

Mr. Braxp: That policy can be extended.

Mr. FARRELL: That is so. Regarding
this officer, Xir. L. D. Edwards, the Chief
Inspector of Schools, has this to say

“ During the year an officer of the
Works Department was attached to this
office and authorised to attend to minor
repalrs and additions without referring
these matters to the Works Department.
This effected considerable saving of time,
it avoided unnecessary circumlocution,
and enabled this department to effect
minor repairs expeditiously.”

If that principle were extended, it would
be a very good thing for both the Depart-
nment of Public Works and the Department
of Public Instruction.

In conclusion, so far as the officers of the
Works Department are concerned, I desire
to say that I have always found them most
courteous when interviewing them. They
have always endeavoured to put everything
at the disposal of hon. members, so that
they can obtain any information they require.

TioxouRrseie MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

Mr. EDwarps: The most sensible speech
from that side to-day.

H. M. RUSBSELL (Zoombul): The
stion of day labour wersus contract has
been 2 bone of contention for some time
between members of the Opposition and
menmibers of the Government.  Despite the
fact that the Government are slowly jettison-
ing a good many planks of the party, they
still adhere to the present system of con-
structing all public vworks and the mainten-
ance thereot by day labour. We hope that,
a5 wiser counsels seem to be now prevailing
in the Goverrment regarding many other
matters, ther will give this question some
cpnud‘ra{iom because, if proper investiga-
tion is made as to the merits and demerits
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of the two systems it will be found that the
day-labour system in Government works has
proved to be a failure. At the same time,
It must be admitted—we have got to be fair
on this matter—that in some instances day
labour may be the proper em to adopt.
Where a certain class of work is continuous
and the workers are educated up to a high
ctandard of efficiency it might be unwise to
make a change. DBut, generally speaking,
in the spending of public moner on buildings
and so forth. the time has arrived when the
contract svstem should be given a trial by
the present Government, even at this late
bour. We konow how hard it will be for
them to depart from the policy they have
carricd out for the past ten or eleven vears:
but, if they have an eye to the failures of
the past. they must admit that there is some
justien in the coutention of the Opposition,
that in the great majority of public works.
the contract system would be cheaper and
just as cfficient ws, if not more efficient
than, dav labour. We could cite numbers
of cases where dav labour under some Go-
vernment or semi-Government department
has proved a ghastly failure. It is only
necessary to cite the recent investigations
by the 2letropolitan Water Supply and
Scwerage Board in régard to the sewerage
works constructed wunder the day-labour
system, where there were glaring instances
of seamping of work which occurred under
the supervision of the board’s supervisors.
The main requisite in all these things is
efficient supervision. We know that under
the contract system the person who pavs
the money has the privilege of appointing
a supervisor to watch his interests and
sec that the contractor fulfills the terms
of his contract. In addition, there is always
a clerk of works who is appointed at the
expense of the person finding the money,
and who sees that the right quantities of
material are provided. and attends to other
details.  Hon. members opposite speak of
the scamping of work under the contract
system; but just as much scamping of work,

and cven more, occurs under the dar-labour

system.

We krow very well that it has been the
pet policy of the Labour party to insist upon
day labour in all work constructed under its
supervision. The very term ‘‘ contract,” and
cven the termi ““ emplorer,”” are anathema
to them. AIJl along they have insisted that
all Government work shall be done by daxr
lakour. That is in consonince with their
settled policy of building up an industrial
army, a great horde of Government servanis,
who shall be subservient to their Government
bosses and cbedient to the political machine.
That is part and parcel of their Socialism-———-

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The time has
arrived when that policy should be dis-
continued. It has meant that the best

men in the service of the Government have
eventually been reduced to mediocritics., The
“ government stroke > must set in, and work
is not doune as cheaply or as cfficiently as
it would be done under the private contract
system. There is no incentive for the imme-
diate supervisor of a day-labour job to he
over-serunulous in doing justice to the ioh.
He is not financially interested, and, when
vou destrov incentive, the supervisor does
not do justice to the job, and expenses must
he heaped up. TUnder the coniract system,
where the contractor is bound down to a
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specific price, he will see that he obtains
good work from his workmen. What is
more, the workmen do better, because there
is better supervision under the contract
svstem, and you have not the spectacle of
men being Deld up through shortage of
material, as is usual on Government _}ObS-
I am not blaming the men. They give
good service provided they are under proper
supervision, which is not the case under the
Government day-labour system.

The result to-dax is that, after cleven years
of Labour regime, we have built up a great
anumber of sub-departments. These depart-
ments are inereasing day by day, the number

of men on the pay roll is con-
[3.30 p.nu] stently on the inerease, yet the

Government. instead of endeav-
ouring to econordse and cut down this enor-
mous cxpenditure as the: could do. are
endeavouring to shelve their responsibility
and are putting taxation on one class to make
up for the deficiencies of their administra-
tion, The time has arrived when there
chould be a full investigation, not only into
the administration of this department but
into the administration of all departments.
Let the Government jettison their day-labour
poliev, as they are jettisoning other policies.
Why arc they geiting rid of State stations?
Because they know that under Government
control these things can never be a success.
In future work let the Department of Public
Works put in an estimate and call for
tznders, and then see how they will get on,
I venture to sav that in ninety-nine cases out
of a hundred the estimate of the Department
of Public Works will excecd the estimates of
private contractors.

Mr. You are wrong.

Mr. H, M. RUSSELL: That has been the
experience. and I am speaking with know-
ledge. That has been the experience of the
Greater Brisbane City (ouncil, where a
similar system is in operation, and where you
have engineers and inspectors of works.
Where tenders have been called for in ncarly
every case the estimate of the Council’s
cxpert has been above the price tendered by
the private contractor. We must remember
that when the Department of Public Works
is asked for an estimate, naturally, in order
to make the best fist of the business they will
inflate their estimate, fearing that, with con-
tingencies they may be ealled upon to pro-
vide, they will find that they have made their
estimate too low and that they will be
brought to book for exceeding that estimate.
Naturally their estimates must he indated.
To-day the Greater Brisbane City Council
are carrving out most of their big under-
takings bv contract, and, if you contrast the
work of the private contractor with the work
performed by the Council’s employees, ax
unbizssed man will admit that the Council’s
work cannct be compared with the work of
the private contractor. Look at the roads
built by private contractors to-day! They
far surpass Government roads or roads builk
br the Council’'s own engincers, and they cost
Tess.

I am surprised at the speech made by the
hon. member for Bowen, but I daresay such
a specech can be expected from that hon.
meimber, beeause he is supposed to be the
leading exponent in the House of the Go-
vernment’s  soclalistic  and  communistic
theories. The hon. member admits that there
have been many failures, but he is not dis-
heartened. His party are always making

My, H. M, Russell.]

WINSTANLEY :
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failures. The taxpayers are sick of the
failures, and it is about time commeoen sense
prevailed and the socialistic theories were
thrown overboard. Let us return to sane
methods in every department of the State.
Many thousands of pounds could be saved
by taking away from the Department of
Public Works the carrying on of work by
the CGovernment. et all work be earried out
by contract.

Mr. ITARTLEY:
graft.

My, . M. RUSSELL: Then take the
case of work required in different centres
of the State. Why should this work be done
in Brisbane? The work could be done just
as well in centres where the work is required.

And then you will have

One hon. member has referred to the
Ilamilton Cold Stores. These works have
cost over $£319,000. The estimate was
£215,000, That is a white elephant. The

Tamilton Cold Stores are practically shut
down to-day, although I will admit that there
is very little butter being exported. The co-
operative factories which are exporting to-day
fall back on the private refrigerators to store
their butter, so that butter which should
go to the ifamilton Cold Stores is being
sent to Birt and Company and other cold
stores. A huge amount of money has been
spent in the construction of the IHamilton
Cold Stores from which there iz practically
no return. How will interest and redemption
be paid on the enormous cost of this building.
It shows the faliacy of the Government inter-
fering with enterprises they know nothing
about. 1 do not blame the Minister in
charge of the department—he has to rely
on his experts—but, if the Government are
foolish enough to spend money on these
wild-cat schomes, they must expect failures,
becausc, when we take away the incentive
for improvement, the whole scheme must
fall to the ground.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You did
pretty well with the Department of Public
Works.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Yes; I am not in
business for the good of my health alto-
gether. (Laughter.) I hope that the Govern-
ment will even now give contract labour a
chance, to see whether any saving can be
effected in the carrying out of work. I
think they will then admit the error of
their ways and discontinue the day-labour
system in all their undertakings, I think
it has had a fair trial. It must be admitted
that it has been a failure, and something
else should be tried.

The Secrrrary ForR TPusLic Works: The
Defence Department do not let out anr worlss
on contract.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: There is no
analogy between that and putting up Govern-
ment buildings. There 1s no need to call
tenders to Dbuild works of that nature,
because, after all, it is necessary that expen-
diture on defence should be expended to
the best advantage.

Mr. ITarTLEY : That knocks your argument
on the head.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): I do
not know what the Minister meant when
he interjected about defence works. At any
rate, the great bulk of the work so far as
Empire defence is concerned is done by
contract. © I have said before that from a
theoretical point of view day labour is

[Mr. H. M. Russell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

all right, but unfortuntely under the system
of Government control we cannot get the
officiency which is needed. The hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy was quite justifiecd in his
statements to-day on this question. The man
in charge of Government work is subject to
the (fovernment of the dar, and he knows
that it is mnot worth whiie to insist on
getting efficiency when theve is just a fear
that a man who may be discharged will be
put back on the job. We had an instance
in connection with the radio station., when
the Sceretavy for Public Works admitted
that the job had to stop five or six months
till the men on the work had found other
smployment.  They sccured other work
through the Labour Bureau, and consequently
fresh men could be brought on to the radio
station,  Under ordinary conditions day
labour should be cheapest.

With regard to the sncer of the Secretary
for Agriculture. there i+ nothing wrong
in the hon. member for Toombul, as a busi-
ness man, gelting orders from the Depart-
ment of Public Works if he is giving value
for the money he receives.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why are
vou apologising for him? )

Mr. ROBERTS: T am not apologising for
him. I am taking excepiion to the Minister
throwing insinuations across the floor of the
Chamboer thet the hon. member was doing
something which was not honest and honour-
able. He has a perfect right to look after
the interests of his clients, and I take it
that the department will not purchase from
the hon, member for Toombul articles which
it can get for less elsewhere.
OrrositioNn MeMBERZ : Hear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: I am not going to dis-
cuss that question, however, because I recog-
nise that it is the policy of the (Government,
though thev  have changed considerably
duving the last eighteen months in respect
of many points of policy, and I am hoping

that they will change also on this. I am
net finding fault with the heads of the
department or the men on the job. I realise

the difficulty.

The srstem under which the Department
of Public Instruction and the Department of
Public Works operate in these things is
unsound. I regret the pesition which exists
a» to the decision as to what work is to be
undertaken. We know that recommenda-
tions go down to the Department of Public
Works from the Department of Public
Instructlon, but unfortunately they are not
always carried out. I recognise that it is
not the fault of departmental officers,
because the money is not available. As the
hon. member for Burke said, it seems that
a larger suin of moner should be voted. The
demands are greater than can be met. and
something must be done.

I want to say in passing that, possibly by
rcason of the fact that there is a larger
number of members in the city, too much
aftention is given to State schools in the
vicinity of Brisbane.

Then, again, there is the form of work
and the plan which are set out and under
which the department carries on this work.
[ am not in the business myself, but I think
that some of our costs are too great. 1
think that we could go in for cheaper con-
struction more suitable for the putrpose
which the building is to serve.
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Then there
buildings, I

is the question of removing
suppose the Department of
Public Works will be removing a school
building in my clectorate shortly.
sentad a  petition from the sidents of
Prestons to the Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion asking him to hold his hand and stating
that, if it was a question of money, thev
might be able to pay something in order to
1“01) the =chool thme becatlsp, they say, in
cighteen maonths sufficiens children will be
in the district to warrant the existence of a
scheol. T ask that the school be not
removed.

=
I

We have a very large school in Ifast Too-
woomba where there is uced for attention
to the drainage of the school grounds. The
comnlittee are anxious to help the depart-
ment. They bhad a sale of work or some-
thing of the kind the other day and raised
£300, which thaey are going to spend ou the
1nprovement of the s(-hool grounds. I have
visited them after a very hea,vv fall of rain
—we linow what red soil is 11 foowoouiba—
nd the children for, perhaps, a week after
ch a fall go backwards and forwards in
mud,  That is not healthy for them, and
the school grounds require a real overhaul-
ing in the matter of drainage. I hope that
tie matter will receive the consideration of
the department,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. o. Kirwan, BLrishune): 1 have
intened with considerable interest and a cor-
tair amount of amusement to some Of e
statements made by hon. mewbers opposite
1t is another illustration of the fact, ruus
people who have no detinite policy and no
doetinite aim should keep a record of what they
say.  When the Scereta tor —\guulltmc
Was dcahug with an lrnporm'\t measure in
this Chambper I listened to hon. members
oppesite  repeating ad nauseam  the
statcment  that people were leaving  the
country distriets in jarge numbers. 1t that
was a fact, then the logieal result would be
that this department would not be har 2d
or pestered for new schools or additions to
schools by hon. members representing coun-
try districts, Notwithstanding those state-
ments every homn. meraber, u:pltsentlng a
country coustituency, who has risen on the
Opposition benches has condemned in un-
measured terms the lack or sympathy alleged
to have been showu by this department foc the
need for country schools. 1f the country dis-
tricts of Queensland are being populated
and settled, and as a result ot that popula-
tion and settlement new schools are required
and additions are required for schools
z»lrc;tdy erected either by this Govermment
or previous Governments, then there is suf-
fietent proof that the stutements of hon. mem-
bers oppogite that the people are leaving the
land and drifting to the cities are abso-
lutely without any foundation.

The hon. member for Murills stated that
men loafed on Government jobs and so
forth. That is an allegation frequently made
bv hon. members copposite. Any srstem

cpends for its maintenance and success on
thn human element. Whether it be the day-
labour system or any other system which is
contrived for the erection of public buildings
or smalil country buildings, it will depend in
a large measure for its success on the human
element of those engaged. If you have {he
right class of foreman. who is able to lay
out the work as it should be laid out, i
able to handle his staff and knows his work
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gencrally, the work will be erected well
within the estimate. I admit that to a very
large extent he is dependent for the success of
his job on the lova] and hearty co-operation
of fhp men on the job. It has been stated by
the hon. member for Bowen—and I want to
empheasise the point raised by him--that it
15 about time that every man in the public
service and every man engaged in the con-
struction  branch of the Department of
Public Works, whether he be the foreman
at the head or the qpplonticc on the job,
realised that in working for the State he
is not working for an individual whao is
making a profit out of his Jabour. They
bould all take some pride in the ercction of

every public building on whizh they are
engoged. whether it be the splendid addition
™ “the Treasury Block now nearing comple-

or some small school on the outposts of
ation crected to meet the educational
requivements of the settlement in that dis-
tant portion of the State.

Wiy, Krrr: Is that not an inference that

they are not doing it to-day?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The hon. gentleman is poszessed of a pecu-
Liar type of mentality. 1 do not intend to
deal with his statement at present; I shall
Lave something to say on that matter later
on.

The hon. member for Toowong discussed at
considerable length, as is his wont, the ques-
iion of dax labour versus contract. 1 do not
question the sincerity or honesty of the hon.
ventleman in espousing the cause of con-
tract  labour. He declared without any
equivocation that it was the superior method
for-the ereetion of all buildings. T.et us
ool at the position. No one can deny thas
there are certain defects in the contract
svstem.  When the hon. member for Kast
l('O\wOOn]bi was talking I remarked that mo
country in the world would allow the defence
of its people and its institutions to be carried
ont by contract.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
ships are not built by contract,

Battle-

Some of them are.
AcrIcULTTRE : No.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
The SECRETARY FOR

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Away back in British history I believe cer-
tain nobles obtained concessions on condition
that they raised a portion of the standing
army to defend the King’s dominions when
called upon to do so. I do not know that
that was found to be a very satisfactory
system of defence.

Tossibly even that form of contract was
found to break down when the real interests
nf the Sovereign and the people were at
During “the late war we had ample
mlde‘ncc that the contract system was thrown
overboard by gentlemen who had no hesita-
tion in sponsoring it at every turn and on

every oecasion. I can recall, immediately
after the outbreak of war, in this very
Assembly, when My, Denham, the then

Premier, brought down a Rill. every line and
clause of which had been cabled to him by
the Imperial authoritics. and invoked the
aid of the Opposition in putting that Bill
through all its stages in one day, and like-
wise thmuwh the chzslatlve Council, because
it was necessary to commandeer the cattle
in Queensland in order to guarantee the men
in the army and navy with food.

Hon., M. J. Kirwan.]
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Mr. EremixstoNe: Did wou contract with
the meatworks for the mcat you obtained
from them?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I quote that as an illustration to show that,
when vital interests were affected. the con-
tract system was thrown overboard.

Mr. Kerii: It is absolutely absurd.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
There is nothing absurd about it. It is an
absolute fact. Fverybody knows that, in
addition to huge food supplies, huge munition
factories were organised under the control of
the Government to ensuve that the men would
Le net only fed with iron rations, but, as
Napoleon ¢aid, with the rations that every
army travelled on.

Mr. Corrins: There were contract scandals
in the Crimean War.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
As the hon. member for Bowen reminds
me, there were scandals in connection with
contrarts in the Crimean War. (Opposition
laughter.) Hon. members opposite may
laugh.

Mr. Kerr: If you have to go back seventy
years for an argument, you are hard up.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS-
I have given those illistrations fo prove that,
when real and vital interests were at stake,
the people who believed in the contract
system threw it overboard.

Mr. MaxweLL: You believe in the contract
evstem, anyhow.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS-
The hon. member for Toowong had a great
deal to say about the contract system. I
intend, in this connection, to quote the report
of a deputation which waited on the Hon
W. H. Barnes when that hon. gentleman
was Secretary for Public Works,

An OppositiIoN MeEMBER: The same old
stuff. ’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

14 is very interesting. T have listened very
attentively and patiently since about 11
o'clock this morning to the same old stuff
about the merits of the contract svstem, and
now I intend giving hon. gentlemen opposite
the same old stuff from an hon. gentleman
who holds the same political views as them-
selves. The following is a report which
appeared in the ¢ Brisbane Courier’ of
Wednesday, 3rd December, 1913, of a deputa-
tion which waited upon the Hon. W. H.
Barnes, the then Secretary for Public
Works : —

¢ CONTRACT v. DAY LABOUR.
“ FOUNDATIONS OF SAVINGS BANK.
“ Master Builders’ Rcoquest.

“ Minister’s Reply.

“ Members of the Master Builders’
Association, consisting of Messrs, AL
Ferguson (president), A. Lind, T. Kecnan,
A. Walls, J. Maskery, G. E. Day,
J. P. Parry, A. Gillespie, (I. D. Skene,
W. R. Juster, W. Kitchen, G. A. Baum-
ber, and the secretary. Mr. C. G. Steven-
son, waited upon the Minister for Works
{(Hon. W. H. Barnes) vesterday, to urge
that the work of constructing the foun-
dations of the new Savings Bank Build-
ing should be open to them by tender.
Mr. A. B. Brady, Under Secrctary, was
also present.

'Hon. M. J. Kirwan.
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< Before proceeding with the business
of the deputation, Mr, Ferguson wel-
comed Mr., Brady after his tour abroad.
Iic hoped that the result of his trip
would be a benefit to the country and
the department. Mr. Brady briefly
acknowledged the compliment.

“Afr. Ferguson said that they had
noticed a report in the papers to the
offeet that it had been deeided to pro-
caod with the foundations of the Go-
vernment Savings Bank Building by day
labour. They camie to ask that tenders
might be called to give the Brisbanc
contractors an opportunity of submitting
price They did not approach the
Minister in a dictatorial or carping
irit. but ther contended that public

sty would best be served by accept-
ing their suggestion. Ife thought that
the departmental officers might submit
an estimate, and, if the tenders were
belew that, the work should be given
to the lowest in the usual way. He
could assurc the Minister that if this
course was adopted there would be at
least cight tenders. The day-labour
revelations in New South Wales had
rocently shown that the day-labour work
had cost up to 100 and 110 per cent.
more than the department’s estimate.

“ Ay, Keenan said that if the day-
labour plan were carried out the con-
ditionz might not be the same as those
imposed upon a contractor.

“Mr. Barnes said that there was no
justification for a view of that sort.

«“ Mr. Keenan contended that if their
proposal was carried out there would
be no reason to complain afterwards.
They were not afraid to face day-labour
conditions on fair grounds.

“ Mr, Gillespie thought it was not
fair to the contractors to cairy out a
job of that kind while there were men
ready and willing to compete by public
tender. His opinion was that there
had been no profit in the day-labour
system for the State. The system had
failed badly in New South Wales. They
all knew what was meant by the °Go-
vernment stroke.’” The inspectors did
not like to tell all that they saw. Then
the svstem made for delays. One rail-
way he had in his mind was to have
been finished by this, but it was a long
wav off completion. So far as he was
concerned he would not like to have
men working for him under the same
conditions. The public could mnot help
noticing this sort of thing. He felt
sure that the builders could do the work
more cheaply and more cfficiently. The
same svstem was not practised by the
departments in other matters. When
thev wanted a supply of boots or saddles
they did not start factories. but called
tenders publicly and accepted the lowest
price.  The contractors were local resi-
dents who spent their money here and
were ready to assist public institutions
as citizens. If thev were to be denied
work there would be nothing for it for
some of them but to go elsewhere for
a ficld for their enterprise.

“Mr. Lind said they had some diffi-

culty in handling men who had been
emploved on Government jobs. They
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came back discontented, wanting shorter
hours and more pay. They blamed the
laxity of Government supervision. He
urged thai if tenders were called for
the Savings Bank work it would mean
a saving of public money.

“ Mr. Maskrey thought that if the
work was carried out by day labour
there should be some independent person
appointed to supervise. A contractor was
obliged to carry out jobs of that sort
exactly according to the plans and speci-
fications. 1le had worked for the Go-
vernment before. He was a builder and
he had heard men say when spoken to
that they would tell Mr. So-and-So about
it.  {(Laughter.) The builders had a
right to be considered in a matter of
this kind as eitizens.

“Mr. Barnes, in reply, said that a
body of men so representative had a
perfect right to place their views before
the Binister of the department. He
congratulated them upon the temperate
way in which ther had put their case.
lle would certainly give their request
the fullest consideration. In the past
the oflicers had been careful to make
their estimates, and if the lowest tenders
were higher. the work was taken up by
the department. Often fresh tenders
were invited. Personally, his inclination
was in favour of tender, but he was
face to face with the fact that the
officers’ estimate of day labour was some-
times much below the contract prices.
There was no other course therefore in
the public interest but to go on with
the work. He bhad no right to lot his
own de«ires weigh in that regard when
public dutv stood in the road. So far as the
department was concerned the great bulk
of the work was carried out by public
tender,  He was quite free to admit
that very often the lowest tender was
fess than the official cstimato, They
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there were no such figures available in
connection with his department. So far
as he knew there was no such thing in
existence as the ¢Government stroke.’
He quoted a few cases to support his
view. On the new refreshment-rooms
in the gardens, though the work had
been increased on the original plan by
£200, they had still saved £270. In the
Lands Department job the lowest tender
was £484, but they carried out the work
for £286. In the Geological Branch
they saved £234 on a job as compared
to the lowest tender.

‘It had been said that in these works
no charge was made for the work of the
officers engaged, but that was not so.
Everything was properly apportioned.

¢ Something had also been said about
work at Goodna which was being carried
out by day labour, but they would save
something like £8,000 on the job. If
they thought the specifications were not
adhered to, he would be glad to drive
a party of them out to inspect it.

“Jt was only fair to the oflficers to
suy that many thousands of pounds had
been saved by the system at present in
force.

“One big work had been mentioned
which he would refer to. That was the
Rockhampton Technical College. The
estimate was £12,733 and the lowest
tender £15.703, and it was expected that
fully £3.030 would be saved on those

figures.

“ At Goodna, the estimate for one ward
was £16.621 and the lowest tender
£20,799, and they expected to con-

siderably cut under the estimate. He
promised te fully consider their request
to call tenders for the foundations of
the Savings Bank building.”

4 p.m.]

I have here a table showing a compsrison

had reminded him of the high cost in
New South Wales of some of the work
recently carried out in that State, but

between the price submitted by the lowest
tenderer and the actual cost of carrying out
several large works by day labour—

; T
sons R e RN s

! £ s d. 1‘ £ s d £ s 4d

Goodna—Two New Wards, Nos. 1and 2, @, Baumber ' £41,598 ¢ 0 | £32,824 9 7 | 0273 10 5
Goodna—New Ward, No. 8 © .. i L. Keddie .. 12,876 0 0 1\ 11,085 9 11 1 1,790 10 1
Rockhampton—Technical College . ‘ J.Dovle .. 1 15,703 0 0 ‘ 12,139 8 6 3,563 11 &
Rockhampton—Savings Bank .. .. ‘ J. G. Hobbs 5975 0 0 [ 559517 9 , 879 2 &
Babinda—State Hotel .. .. .. { W, Kerr .. ‘ 17,282 4 9 \( 13,146 12 6 w 4,135 12 ©
Ipswich—Hospital for Insane .. .. 1A Keddie .. 21,088 12 6 \’ 16,748 18 10 | 4.239 13 8
[ Total £114,522 17 3 \ 01,040 17 1 22462 0 2

With reference to the State hotel at  was erected under the supervision of the

Babinda, it was so faithfully constructed that
it was the only building which stood up to
the terrific cyclone which wrecked Babinda.
If hon. members complain that I have gone
too far away, and that 1 ought to get down
to the present day, I have here an extract
from the ‘“ Telegraph ” of 5th October, 1924,
which deals with the cost of homes at the
aireraft depot at Laverton, in Victoria, which

1926—4 x

Public Works Department of the Common-
wealth Government. The extract reads—

“ A meeting of the Commonwealth Par-
liament Public Works Committee was
held vesterday, when evidence was taken
regarding the cost of mechanics’ hemes
at the aircraft depot at Laverton, Vic-
toria.

Hon. M. J. Kirwer.
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“Mr. J. 8. Murdoch. Chief Architect
of the Commonwealth Works and Railway
Department, was questioned as to the dis-
crepancy between the estimates and the
tenders for the mechanics’ homes. When
the Committee members visited Point
Cook to inspect the houses in course of
erection there they were told that they
would cost £1,100 ecach, but Mr. Mur-
doch produced tenders showing that the
actual cost for the smallest type of cot-
tage was £1,700.

“Mr. Murdoch stated that tenders had
been called for the ecrection of three
classes of homes at Laverton—mechanicy’,
non-commissioned officers’, and officers’—
estimated to cost £1.300, £1,380, and
£1,870 respectively. 'The tenders for the
smallest type of house ranged betwecen
£1,820 and £2,100.”

Hon. members have had a great deal to
2y in connection with the supervision of the
Department of Public Works. I propose to
put the  Brisbane Courier” in the box to
give testimony in support of the supervision
of the department with which I lave the
honcur to be associated. This is an extract
from a leader in the issue of 24th July, 1924,
regarding sewerage disclosures—

... Had this work. whether day
labour or contract, been under the super-
vision of the Public Works Department,
or under the control of an expert com-
mission, it is safc to assume that such
scamping would not have been tolerated.”

Quite recently in Melbourne a large public
building which had been erected by contract
labour collapsed. Several of the workmen
engaged in it were killed, and it was disclosed
during the inguiry that the class of work
which had been done was largely responsible
for the collapse of the building. An extraordi-
nary amount of sand was used, quite out of
proportion to the amount which should have
been used according to the specifications, with
the result that there was no stability in the
structure, and, when it got to a certain
height, it collapsed. The unfortunate part
was that the individual responsible' for it
was not under the building when it collapsed,
but the men who carried out his instructions
were.

Mr. FERRICKS: It reminds one of the col-
lapse of the building in the picture,  The
Ten Commandments.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I saw that picture in Melbourne shortly
before I left, and after I arrived in Brisbane
the building I refer to collapsed in Mel-
bourne, where the picture, * The Ten Com-
mandments,” was being shown at the time.
A great breakwater was being constructed at
‘Warrnambool, and the evidence at the inquiry
held into that matter disclosed that cement
which had been condemned was afterwards
used, qnd a large amount of concrete was
mixed in a way which was not in accordance
with the specifications. The concrete was
poured into the sea, and there were no
proper safeguards to prevent the whole breal-
water from being washed away. I do not
want to infer that there are not contractors
who are just as honest and straightforward
as any other body of men. In connection
wzth‘my experience in the Department of
Public Works in workers’ dwellings and
workers’ homes sub-departments, we have
contractors who are doing excellent worlk,

[Hon. M. J. Kirwan.
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and who require very little supervision;
whereas, on the other hand, we have indi-
viduals who have to be watched, and the
inspector has almost to sit on the job to get
satisfaction. - But we have a method of
¢liminating that class of contractor.

Mr. Kmxe: I suppose that contractors are
not the only men who do wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
1 suppose that so long as the human race
lasts we will get this unfortunate type of
individual, whether he is a commercial man
or even a politician. They seem to exist
among all sections of the community, there-
fore I do not wish my reference this after-
noon to be construed to mean that contractors
as a body are a gang of scoundrels. T would
not suggest that. but I suggest that the con-
tract svstemn gives encouragement and an
opening to an unscrupulous individual to do
these things.

Mr, MORGAN:
vision,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
In the early days of the work in connection
vith the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Doard, a number of contracts were
ot and thrown up. The contractors found
that they were unable to carry out the cou-
tracts, as thew met with difficulties which
they did not anticipate.

Mr. H. M. Russern: Owing to wrong data
being provided.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I do not know what the reason wasz, kut I
would point out to the bhon. member for
Toombul that it goes to prove that even an
expert cannot be velied upon. We hear a
lot to-day to the effect that we should dismiss
the present Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewcrage Board and hand the operations
over to experts; but I do not know that
those people are more infallible than the
ordinary members of the board, and their
blunders and mistakes sometimes run 1nto
a great deal of money.

I think it +was the hon. member for
Toowong who suggested that the Government
should display some foresight in the selection
of sites for schools and other public buildings.
I find no fault with that very excellent
suggestion, but I think that, to a large extent,
some of the delay which occurs now in
obtaining sites arises from the lack of fore-
sight in previous Governments. For instance,
in the hon. member’s own electorate, at
Auchenflower, a thickly populated closely
sottled district, no block of land can be got
suitable for a public school which is
urgentlv required, and I do not see any
prospect of getting that very necessary site
except by resuming some of the excellent
areas already built upon. It is true that the
site of the late Sir Thomas McIlwraith’s
residence was under offer, but I think the
hon. member for Toowong will be fair
enough to admit that the Government were
not justified in paying the price which was
asked. I do not know anything about the
school at West Toowong to which the hon.
member also referred; but I would like to
say that the Department of Public Instruc-
tion moves first in these matters and selects
the site, and then the Department of Public
Works comes in and erects the school.

Not under proper super-

The hon. member also made a complaint
about the manner in which the Treasury-
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Buildings had been painted. I have not
‘heard anything about it, but I will make
inquiries.

Mr. MaxwnirlL: It
referred to.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I know the hon. member is a tradesman,
and, if he makes a statement of that kind,
it is certainly entitled to some inquiry. 1
am not going to say that probably he is
justified, but I realise that he is a leading
man in this class of work in the city, and
I do not think he¢ would make a statement
unless he believed that he was justified as
an honourable man in doing so.

is the appearance I

Now I am not going to be so soft with
the hon. member. He had a good deal to
say about the cost of a school in the clec-
torate of the hon. member for Wide Bay.
He _got to work, probably at double pressure,
and somehow or other made out that the
school cost £175 per square. 1 have to
inform the hon. member that he is very far
wrong in his calculation. He mav have
arrived at that result because he was not in
possession of all the facts. It just shows
the necessity for hon. members to put them-
selves in possession of all the facts on which
they base their conclusions before making
such statements. He evidently based his
conclusion on the fact that, in my repls
to the question by the hon. member for
Wide Bay, I said that the school was
21 feet by 18 feet. I would like to add
that there is a veranda 47 fect br 8 feet and
the usual outhouses and furniture, and, when
the whole thing is calculated out. the cost
o£f81the school was not £175 per square, but

Reference has been made by more than one
member representing country constituencies
to the necessity for some encouragement of
parents m country districts who are prepared
at some sacrifice, and possibly at some cost
to themselves. to do something in the erection
of their own schools.

Since I have bern Minister the people in
various country districts have said, ‘‘ You
provide us with the wire and posts, and we
will erect the fence.” In every instance we
have done that. Ivery encouragement will
e given, particularly to country school com-
mittees. I realisc that those associated with
school activities in the country are scattered
over a wide area, and have not very much
spare time for themselves. If they are pre-
parcd to organise a “ working bee ”’ on
Saturday afternoon or on a public holiday
in the intcrests of school children, many of
whom are compelled to ride to school on
ponies, then their action should be com-
mended. They are a great deal luckier than
the children were in my time, when they
could use only ‘‘shanks’s pony.” That is
another illustration of the onward march
under a Labour Government.

An  OPPOSITION
motor-car now.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORK?S:
I am not ashamed of the fact that I ride
. a motor-car. If I have won my way
to the position of a Minister of the Crown
in my own native State, I have won it
fairly and squarely and by hard work, and
hard work only.” At one period before
schools could be erected in any district it
was necessary for the people to subscribe
one-fifth of the cost. That condition is

MeMBER: You ride in a
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wiped out, and it was a very excellent move
forward. A great deal of encouragement has
been given to struggling selectors requiring
schools.

Hon. W. . Barves: Are you not sug-
gesting going back to it in another form?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
No. I am not going to allow the hon.
gentleman to suggest that the department
is treating country districts any worse than
ans previous Government. I am prepared
to say that country districts are being
treated a great deal better now than they
were under any previous Government. The
public spirit manifested by parenis, not only
1 country centres but in the metropolitan
area and cities like Maryborough, Rock-
hampton, Bundaberg, Townsville, and other
large centres, and their general attitude In
organising fetes, ete.. for the improvement
of the school grounds by providing swim-
ming pools, in laying down cricket pitehes,
football grounds, and tennis courts, is to
be highly commended. The parents gene-
rally are to be congratulated on sup-
porting any move, whether by subscription
or voluntary work, which will improve the
school for their boys and girls and make
them better men and women physically.

Reference has been made by the hon.
member for Bowen, the hon. member for
Rockhampton, and other hon. members to
the necessity for a special loan for the pur-
pose of dealing with the requirements of
our educational system in the direction of
more schools, and in the direction of bring-
ing the old schools up to the standard that
iz expected in accordance with the latest
ideas of the department. I remember read-
ing the remark made by an ex-Ilinister for
Public Instruction in New South Wales, Mr.
Bruntnell, when being attacked on the floor
ot the House in a somewhat similar fashion
to the way that I am being assailed to-day,
about the inattention of the department to
the requirements of public schools, not only
in the ¢ity but also in the country, when he
stated that, if TParliament would give him
a special loan of £2,000,000, he would under-
take to satisfy the requirements of hon. mem-
bers. I believe that, if 1 were granted
£500,000 to bring our public school “system
vight up to date by providing those schools
that are required and renovating and alter-
ing the old tvpe of buildings, I would be
able to place our educational establishments
on up-to-date lines. Only the other day 1
read of an incident in Victoria—where they
have a farmer for Premier—of a school
teacher falling through the floor of the
school when giving a lesson. You see, Mr.
(looper, that even in a State like Victoria,
which is continually being quoted for our
special cdification, instruction, and emula-
tion, we have a school teacher falling
through the floor of her school when carrying
out her work. That is an indication of the
state of the public schools in Victoria.

The hon. member for Townsville made
reference to the advisability of the depart-
ment giving some consideration to the im-
portant question of the installation of septic
tanks in large schools of the type of West
End school, Townsville. That is a matter
of great importance. I realised the import-
ance of the advocacy of the hon. member
from the health point of view of the children.
and, if money were available, nothing would
give me greater pleasure than to install this

Hon. M. J. Kirwan.]
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system in such schools outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr, Farmprn: There are some very large
schools in Rockhampton which might also

be considered in that respect.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The hon. member for Rockhampton also
stresses fhe necessity for similar action at
Rockhampton when this policy is inaugu-
rated.

The hon., member for Tooweng had some-
thing to say on the vxcessive cost of additions
to the Roma Strcet Police Station, and added
that the Government were not justified in
making those additions because before very
long a new central railway station must be
cerected in Market square. When the hon.
gentleman made that sitatement the statemnent
of hon. gentlemen opposite about the poli-
tical (onnol which has existed in our railway
svstem  since the Government came into
power also came to my mind. When I look
at the Central railway station, the Ipswich
vailway station, and other railw 2y, stations,
I ask muyself the question, * Was the
engineer who designed such buildings worthy
of his profession 1n putting those buildings
on their present sites, or is their position
duc to the political ]obbery that was ram-
pant at the time?”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Order !

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I would point ont to the hon. member for
Toowong that £2,000 of the additional cost
of the work at the Roma Street barracks was
rendered necessary through the action of the
contractor who Consnmtod the original
building. Instead of puttmg the foundations
of the wall facing Turbot street to the depth
he should hzno done, he only sunk it a few
feet, and, when the alterations were entered
upon, it was found necessary to spend £2,000
to put that wall in a safe condition before
proceeding with the additional alterations.

Mr. HARTLEY :

Contract work again!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The hon. member for Burke complained of
some foreman taking men off a job to carry
out a small job elsewheve. I hope that, if
anything of that naiure comes within the
knowledge of hon. members on either side
of the Chamber, they will let me know of
it, and T will have the matter investigated.
If the statement is found to be correct, that
man will be relieved of his positicn, and
replaced by a man who knows how to handle
his men and carry out the work.

_ Mr. Harteey: I do not think you can do
it. (Opposition laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I have had some difficulty already. Not
very long ago I dismisscd a caretaker for not
attending to his duty, and inside a couple
of days no less than four hon. members came
to see me.

Mr. MorGaN : What happened?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

That man was dismissed. 8o far as I am
concerned, it does not matter whother 1t is
a carctaker, a watchman, a foreman on a
job, or any other individual, if he docs not
do his duty, then he will go out.

OrposITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The hon. member for East Toowoomba
referred to the wireless station. What hap-
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pened there? The foreman, in the exercise
of his duty, and quite within his rights,
dismissed two labourers for what he con-
sidered imiproper work. The remainder of
the labourers held a meeting and demanded
the reinstatement of those two individuals. I
certainly gave those two men a hearing,
and “also gave the foreman a hearing,
and T determined that the forcman was right
and I stood behind him.

Mr. Moore: What did you do with him?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He is there, and was promoted recently.
The two men went out and remained out.

With regard to the statements made by
the hon. member for Enoggera, the hon.
member rose in his usual way and suggested
that quite recently an inquiry was held inte
a matter of ©* graft’ in connection with the
Department of Public Works. The hon.
member did not choose to give the recom-
mendations of the Committee of Inquiry,
but he took advantage of his privileges as
a member of this Chamber and suggested
that a certain officer of the department was
guilty of *‘graft.”” Immediately suspicions
were aroused that the buying was not as it
should be. A Committee of Inquiry was
appointed by the Public Service Commis-
sioner at the request of the Minister con-
cerned. Following upon its inquiry, that
committee made certain recommendations,
and those recommendations were carried out.
In no part of its report was there a definite

statement that any officer of the public
service had been guilty of ¢ graft.’”” The
principal person concerned has lost his
position.

Why?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

Because the Public Service Commissioner,
in the rcorganisation of the department,
found there was no further work for him.

. Mr. KERR:
is camouflage.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I made a suggestion to the hon. member.
He is not game to say that outside this
Chamber, and give the individual concerned
an opportunity to defend himself.

Mr. Kerr: Al I ask is that the hon.
gentleman shall give us all facts in regard
to the inquiry.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member has taken advantage of
his parliamentary privilege by stating “what
is not true—what is gathered from street-
corner gossip.

Mr. Kerr: Tell us all about it.
Mr. Norr: Give us the details.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I will give the details to the hon. member
and he may not then be so * cocky 7’ as he
is now. The hon. member for Enoggera
may have done this thoughtlessly, but I put
it to him, is it fair to take advantage of
his position in this Chamber?

Mr. KErr:

You know perfectly well that

Mr. Kerr: It is not, but I have not done
£0.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS-
The hon. member made a definite ‘(~harge
of “graft.” I had nothing to do with the
inquiry.

Mr. Kerr: What started it?
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
“The matter was handed over to the Public
Service Commissioner. I had nothing to do
with it, as it is not within my province.
Possibly the hon. member will take advan-
tage of the matter to attack my name. I
handed it over io the Public Service Commmis-
sioner, who had an inquiry made. and who
submitted the report of the Committee of
Inquiry to me.

Mr. KErr: What did you hand over?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The matter of an investigation into certain
buying by the department.

Mr. Kerr: Tell us the facts?
the buying?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS-
The investization had reference to the
buying of linoleum, silkv-oak timber, pine
of a first-rlass quality for joinery work.
“ Keystone ” galvanised iron, and cement.

Mr. Kerr: Nothing else?

[4.30 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORXS:
No. There is the report of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner of the inquiry. As I told
the hon. member for Toowong, I tell the
hon, member for Bnoggera, and any member
of the Opposition or any member on this side,
that he can inspect the papers at the office of
the Department of Public Works and get
all the information he requirces.

. Mr. Krar: What caused you to hold the
mvestigation?

What was

Mr. Kruso: Did you have any suspicions?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Some fime ago the State Storcs Board was
established to do the buying in conneciion
with all Government departments, but the
Department of Public Works, under a special
-arrangement. was allowed to duo a certain
amount of buying, as it was felt that the
officers concerned would be better qualified to
do that buying than the State Stores Board.
That was a recommendation—not of my pre-
decessor. Mr. 8mith, nor of his immediate
predecessor, Mr. Theodore, nor of myself—
but of the Public Service Commissionsr, and
the officer to whom the hon, aentieman
referred to-day was not selected by any Min-
tster.  As a_ matter of fact, he was an
inspector in the outside construction work of
the department, where he was doing gcod
work, and he was specially recommended by
Mr. Story to do the important work of buy-
ing for the Department of Public Workes.

Mr. Kerr: You would say anything.

lV[r.. PayNE (to Mr. Kerr): Yon would say
anything. You ought to apologise.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS:
1 do not want to mention any names. I
have not done so, but have given the
information asked for. The hon. gentleman
challenges my statement. If he does not
believe me, and if he thinks that I am mis-
leading this Committee, I resent the dirty
insinuation and cast the insinuation back in
his face. and I tell the hon. gentleman to go
to the Public Service Commissioner and he
will get confirmation of what I have stated.

Mr. Kepr: I have asked you what caused
the investigation, and you do not seem fo
know.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
What caused the investigation was certain
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information State Storves
Board,

Mr. Kerr: Why did vou get an officer
scconded from the Auditor-General's Depart-
ment to hold the inquiry?

supplied by the

Mr. Hairtiey: Why did you make a dirty
insinuation?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
When a charge is made against a_public
officer holding a position of trust—in this case
more than a position of trust—a position
where he bought largely. and where he dealt
with firms in this eity. not in pounds or hun-
dreds of pounds but in thousands and twenty
thousands—an inquiry has to be held, and
as s0on as any suspicion came to me that the
buyving of that man was challenged, in fair-
ness to him and to the people who made the
suggestion, and also to protect the interests
of the Department of Public Works. the
Public Service Commissioner was immedi-
ately approached—he was the proper man to
approach—and asked to appoint a Commit-
tee of Inquiry. He did so. He appointed a
gentleman from the Audit Department and
one of his own officers, and they came over to
the Department of Public Works. The
instructions I gave Mr. Quinn, the TUnder
Socretary, was that every assistance was to
be given this Committee of Inquiry to probe
this matter to the bottom.

AMr. Kerr: What matter?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The buying of the articles that I have men-
tioned.

Mr. Kerr: You do not grasp it.

Mr. Payxe: You would zay anything.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I am surce that, if I appeal to hon. members
of this Chamber, 99 per cent. of them will
admit that I have made a fair statement of
the case. They will realise the position I
am in. 'This man has lost his position.

Mr. KrERR: I am not concerned with the
man. I am conserned as to why the investi-
gation took place.

My, Payxe: You have not sufficient brains
to wnderstand the position.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The investigation was held becausc it was
alleged that this particular buyer was paymg
more than he should pay.

Mr. Xerr: Did he do so?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
According to the report submitted, the
Public Service Commissioner went fully into
the matter. I do not want any hon. member
to go away from this Committee and say that
I have withheld anything or that I have
tried to shield any person.

1 have been perfectly frank in the whole
matter. 1 state again that the reason why
the investigation was held and the Public
Service Commissioner was requestzed to
appoint a Committec of Inquiry to investi-
gate certain matters was due to the fact
that a suspicion had arisen that the buying
of the Department of Public Works swas not
being conducted in the manner in which if
should be conducted.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 want to pay a
little attention to the Minister’s remarks,
He has told the Committee that a suspicion
arose in connection with the buying in the
Department of Public Works, This is the

My, Kerr.;

T
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position as I know it: A special investiga-
tion was made because of a suspicion, as
stated by the Minister. Subsequently an
officer from the Auditor-General’s Depart-
ment was obtained to investigate the matter.
I do not know the result of his report, but,
when the report was finally brought out,
the result of it was that the services of the
head official concerned in this buying were
dispensed with. I do not know anything
personally about the gentleman concerned,
but it is common knowledge that the buying
was not up to what it should be, and the
Minpister could not answer my question in
that regard. If the buying was wrong, and
the taxpayer was footing the Bill in con-
nection with it, surely this Committee is
entitled to know the result of the investi-
gation! The hon. member for Toowong asked
that the papers be placed on the table,
but they have not been tabled yet.
A GoverNMeNT MEBMBER: Why?
that you can start a persecution?

Mr. KERR: I am entitled to ask that
the papers be placed on the table. It is
no good the Minister trying to vilify me in
the performance of my duties here. When
I ask for the result of the special investi-
gation, which is acknowledged by the
Minister to have taken place, why does he
get into all 1his heat in regard to the matter?
Surely there is somecthing bchind it!

Mr. Harteey: You made a straight-out
statement thuat there was  graft.”  You
should prove it now.

My, KERR: I said the allegations
amounted to a charge of * graft.”” The
Minister did not mention the matter of the
gravel, and I would ask him to investigate
the question of gravel in connection with
the hospital.

Mr., Hamrtiey: Why don’t you make a
straight-out charge?

Mr. KERR: The hon. member need not
bandy words with me. I could say a great
deal more about that matier. [ say that the
allegations in connection with the buying
lead one to draw certain inferences, because
the services of the officer concerned in this
buying were dispensed with. As for the
Minister saying that it was only at the last
mownent that 1t was thought necessary to
transfer the buying to the State Stores
Board, that inatter was never mooted in
the first instance, and was not included in
the investigation. The allegation was that
the buying was not right, and that the
prices paid for goods, for which the tax-
payers have to find the money, were higher
than they could be bought for by anyone
else. Why are wec not entitled at  this
stage to ask the Government what is behind
this? If discrepancies have occurred in the
Department of Public Works, is it not right
that Parliament should ask for a confession
of the whole of the facts? 1 do not know
whether the Minister is au fait with the
whole situation. The allegations are to the
effect that there is more in the matter than
the transference of the buying business to
the State Stores Board. That was only
the last consideration. It was so serious
that Mr. Story, when asked about the
investigation, brought a professional officer
from the Auditor-General’s Department. Was
it to see whether the purchasing should be
handed over to the State Stores Board?
The thing is too ridiculous for words, and
I say that there is move behind it, and I

{Mr. Kerr.
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stand up to my words, and repeat that, if
the Minister wants more information, I
will give it to him.

Mr. HarTLEY : What is wrong with giving
it to the Committee ?

Mr. KERR: I am not going to entertain
the hon. member. Two Agents-General
talked about purchases in the Agent-
General's Office. It looks to me as though
the same thing occurved in the State under
this Government. I would not know the
officer concerned if I saw him. I do not
know him from Adam. I spoke for cnly a
few minutes, and asked the Minister to give
a fair statement of the result of this investi-
gation, and, rightly or wrongly, honestly or
otherwisc—and I give the hon. gentleman
all credit for giving what he believes is his
honest opinion—the Xfinister veplied that it
was merely a question of handing over the
buying to the State Steres Board. I do not
understand it in that way, and I hope the
Minister will investigate the matter and let
the Committee Lknow what has actually
oceurred.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): After
the breezy interlude we have had, 1 would
like to say something about the Minister’s
remarks with regavd to the controversy
about the contract and day-labour systems
and some cases he quoted. Before doing so
I would like to say that I have said to the
Minister privately—and I have never any
hesitation in saying publicly what I have
said to the MMinister privately, unless it has
been confidential on his side or mine—that
my experience of him has been that he has
alwars treated me fairly about local matters.
The hon. gentleman has always tried to do
his very best to meet the requirements in my
electorate—and whenever it has been part:-
cularly droughty when we have gone out
together—I am not going to say that we
have got *“on the spre¢ ”—rain has always
fallen. (Laughter.)

The Minister made some remarks with
regard to some buildings which were decided
upon during my term of office as Secvetary
for Public Works. He trotted cut two or
three works, one of which was some build-
ings at Goodna. I think it only right to

say that the policy pursued by me as
Minister was this: We were not wedded
cither to contract oy day labour, but we

were wedded to getting the very best value
for the money of the people of the State.

OprosiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: I think I have
dealt with the Goodna business before, but
1 shall deal with it again. When the first
tenders came in for certain improvements
at the Goodna Asylum we found that they
were too high, according to the estimate of
the department. Was I simply to sit down
and accept a tender because it happened to
be the lowest amongst several? That was
not my conception of my duty. I had before
ma the departmental estimate of the cost.

T issued instructions that further tenders
should be invited in connection with the
work. The matter is perfectly fresh in my
mind to-day. The contractors, who were
very busy at the time, put up thlieir backs
and said they would not tender at all. One
or two outsiders did tender. When I found,
after the second tenders had been called, that
they were still dead up against the depart-
ment, there was only one course for a



Supply.

straight Minister to follow, and that was to
carry out the work by day labour, and we
carried out the work by day labour. If I
were faced with the same position again, I
would do exactly the same thing. If I had
done anything else, T would have been abso-
lutely guilty of wasting money.

Let us go to some other wark to which
reference has been made. I desire to refer to
it to show that the contract system some-
times is highly advantageous to the Govern-
ment. T refer to the State Insurance build-
ing. What happened there? Tirsi of all,
tenders were called for the foundation. That
worls was carried out. Subsequently other
tenders were invited for the construction of
the building. The lowest tender—I am speak-
ing subject to correction—was about £3,000
higher than the estimate furnished by the
department, I recommended the Cabinet to
accept the lowest tender, because we were
then on the eve of trouble which seemed
likely to accrue in connection with building
gencrally,  If we had not accepted that
tender, the building would have cost £50,000
more than it did cost. T say that deliber-
atdly as an ex-Minister. I believe in calling
for tenders.  Smply because a Minister
believes in a certain thing, he has no right
wilfully to throw away the money of the
peopie when he believes that a mistake is

being made. Let mec draw attention to
another fact. We have heard a good deal

from the MMinister about day labour. I want
to ask him why he doex not trot out build-
ings wherve oxtreme prices have heen paid
berause they are pursuing the day-labour
polic The other dav we were informed of
a small convenience which cost £120. The
Minister can corveet me if T am wrong, If
he would only tell us of the work that has
cost an cxcessive price instead of picking out
jobs as he has to-day——

The SECReETARY 7OR Pusric WoRrks:
not going to prove your case.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not suggest-
ing that. IIe has picked out certain build-
ings to prove his case. I have not the
advantage of being able to peruse the books
of the department, but I venture to say that
sometimes extreme rates are paid as the
result of the day-labour policy, and one
would more than counterbalance the other.
I do not want to be personal, but if the
Minister, like myself, had a job io do. he
would not have it done under the day-labour
system.  He would have the contract system.
We have evidence that somehow or other the
Government are not fully wedded to their
own policy.

The  Minister incidentally mentioned
workers’ dwellings. If any contractor
attempls to take down the person for whom
he is working, or attempts to take down
the department, it is the clear duty of the
Minister, if he knows of it, to say, “I am
going to have nothing more to do with that
person ’’; and it would be our duty to stand
bx him. We have no right to stand up for
a man who does jerry work. The construe-
tion of workers’ dwellings is carried out by
contract to-day.

I am

_ Mr. Corurxs: Individual ownership comes
in there.

Hox.” W. H. BARNES: I am surprised
to hear the hon. member speak in that way,
for it is the Government who have the lend-
ing of the money.

f21 OcrosBER.]
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The Minister made reference to Govern-
ments of the past. I want to deal with
the Government of the present.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AXND INDUSTRY:
An cffervescent Government.

Hox. W. . BARNES: It is well to be
sclf-satisfied. but it is often found that self-
satisfaction precedes a mighty fall.

Orro=1TI0N MrMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. Corrivs: There was a mightr fall in
1915.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We are dealing
with the Department of Public Works
of to-day, and not of 1915,

Mr. CosterLo: The country is paying for
it to-day.

Heox. W. L. BARNES: I have only to
take the letter which I. as well as other

hon. menibers, have rcceived from the Pre-
mier telling us that we are to go slow.

The MMinister has spoken of an area of
ground for building purposes not being what
it should be. I repeat that every time the
Minister has been able to help me he has
helped me, but. notwithstanding that we are
face to face to-day with a position at Manly,
a district which every hon. member knows
is growing-—where we have a small area of
ground and the opportunity presents itself
of doing something, we cannot do it. The
same remark applies in regard to Wynnum.
The reason for that arises from the fact
that the Government have been too prodigal.

The SecreTARY FOR PUusLic Works: Oh!
Oh'!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They have wasted
moner in every direction, and, when the
occasion arises to do necessary things for
our child life, they cannot do it.

Mr. Hartrey: Did not your Government
throw open all the Crown lands?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Oxder!
Order !

Hox. W. H. BARNES : The Minister made
reference to the fact that there was a time
when contributions had to be made by the
people for new schools. The hon. gentleman
1s perfectly correct: but did he not also
say that the Government to-day were sceking
to encourage people to give time, iron, and
other things so that they might erect schools?
T am not blaming the Government for
doing that. for it is a good thing to do.

The SEcRETARY FOR PusLic Works: That
was in connection with swimming pools, and
such like.

Hok. W. FI. BARNES: I want to make
another statement in reference to which prob-
ably no hon. member will agree with me.
There has been too great a tendency in
Queensland to construct schools and every
possible kind of thing, but it would be better
for Queensland if more independence were
displaved. Many of us were dclighted the
other day when we read of the splendid
gift that has been made for a site for the
University. Many of us realise that the
thoughts of people are proceeding along the
right lines when they desire to help in the
erection of school buildings which will stand
as a lasting monument to them. Such con-
tributions of moner would be splendid, and
no Government should refuse to accept any
sach gift. When hon. members hear the
Minister trot out. as he did to-day, single
cases, when they know that there are others

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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largely the other way, they are inclined
to the opinion that there is something behind
the whole of the argument of the genial
Minister.

Mr. KING (Zogan): The Leader of the
Opposition asked for some information which
the Minister has not yet supplied.

My, 2axwern: What about the discrepancy
I mentioned?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hoen, 3. J. Kirwan, Brishane): I am sorry
I overlooked the question of the ILeader
of the Opposition. The item * Consideration
Monet " refers to a site selected by the
Department of Public Instruction for a school
at Kulpi, which has been purchased by
this Department. The same remarks also
apply to a site at Yeerongpilly. I thank
the hon. member for Logan for his reminder.

The hon. member for Toowong is evidently
not satisfied, and is thirsting for more infor-
mation.  The hon. member particularly
directed his remarks to the Roma street
police barracks.

Mr.  DMAXWELL: No—the  discrepancy
bots;*oo*l the estimate and the cost of the
work.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The lon. member must rcalise that the
Department of Public Works was consider-
ably handicapped in carrying out that job,
masmuch as it had to carry out the work
and at the same time pay some regard to
the convenience of the mien living in the
barracks—particularly to the police on night
<duty, who had to sleep during the daytime.
If the department could have transferred
the whole of the police foree from those
barracks, it would huve been able to carry
out the work much better and much cheaper,

Mr. MaxwgeL: That did not cceur with
the Treasury Building and the Hamilton
Cold Stores.

GoveryMENT MEMBERS : Oh, be satisfied.

Item (Chief Office) agreed to.

SERVICES—DPUBLIC BUILDINGS.

‘he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(FHon. M. J. Kirwan, Brishane): 1 beg to
move—

J“That £43,900 be granted for °Ser-

vices—Public Buildings.’
There has been a decrease of £500 in *‘ Rents
for Public Offices,” and an increase of £1.500
in “ Water Rates,’ due to having to connect
the various buildings with the water and
sewerage scheme. There is an increased
amount for * Cleaning (Metropolitan Dis-
trict)” of £500, due to increases in rates
of wages and to having to make allowance
for recreation leave, and an increase of £50
for fire insurance, making a total increase
in the vote of £1,550.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wyanum): 1 draw
attention to what must strike anybody visit-
ing our public buildings—and more particu-
larly the Treasury Building. The interior
I+ 1n a terrible state of disrepair, the lino-
lenm and that sort of thing is in a dis-
reputable  condition, and it looks as if
something were wrong with the department.

{5 p.m.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
remarks of the hon. member would be more
appropriate on the next vote.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Hox. W. H., BARNES: Before sitting
down I would like to ask the Minister why
it is that the item, ““Rent for Public
Offices,”” is reduced by £500. Then I think
the Committee ought to know the reasons
why some of the items have gone up. The
item °° Cleaning (Mstropolitan District)” has
gone up by £500.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRks: That
is due to the new award and additional
recreation leave.

Hox. W. H. BARNER: Then I notice
that the item ¢ Electric Current and Tele-
phone Rentals, £6,000,” is the same as last
year. It would be interesting to know
whether £6,000 was spent last yvear.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(ton. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbare): In reply to
the hon. gentleman, I would state that the
Treasury Bullding is in a state of chaos,
wich as, when new offices are available,
different departments are being moved into
the new quarters. A whole system of
rearrangement is going on, and I can assure
the hon. gentleman that. when we get the
offices fixed up definitely and the different
departments moved into them and the build-
ing cleaned up. as it will be, he will have no
reason to e¢omplain,

The decrease in the item ‘“ Rent for Public
Offices ”” is due to the fact that the Electoral
Office used to be in Edward street, and is
now established in the Treasury Building at
the corner of Elizabeth and George streets
previously occupied by the Government Sav-
mgs Bank., TLater on we hope to place the
Main Roads Commission in new offices on
College road, and other places will be vacated
as we make room for the departments in the
new building. The amouant asked for in
connection with ¢ Electric Current and Tele-
phone Rentals, £6,000.” is the same as was
spent last vear.

“ (Services—Public

Ttém Buildings ')

agreed to.

BUILDINGSE.

The SRCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): 1 beg to
move—

“ That £121,400 be granted for ¢ Build-

ings. ”’
There is a. general decrease In this vote
amounting to £10,650, made up as follows:—

|
_ Increase. ' Decrease,
& | £
General Repairs, &c. .. .. | 2,000
Furniture and Fittings, &e. 450 | ..
Court Houses, Police, &c., .. i 1,000
Buildings, &e.
State School’ Buildings, &e. | .. &,100
Technical College and High i .. | 1,000
School Buildings |
Hospital Buildings .. .. i 1,000
Other Buildings, &c. 2,000 | ..
J £2.450 | £13,100

!

That shows a net decrease of £10,650.

In conpection with the school furniture
mentioned, T would like to state that, owing
to the destruction by fire of the Government
workshops at Ipswich road, the department
was compelled to let out the making of school
furniture to private firms, and we had
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another illustration of the glorious and bene-
ficial results of the contract system, because
we were immediately called upon to pay 20
per cent. more for school furniture.

Mr. COLLINS {RBowen): I want to draw
attention to the fact that there is a reduction
«of £1.000 in tho last year’s vete of £10,000
for ¢ Court Houses and Police Buildings:
Additions and Improvements.” There is only
£9,000 put down on the Estimates this year
for the whole of Qucensland in this regard.
T represent a growing electorate, and I want
to draw the Minister’s attention to the
Jowen coalficld, where we have two centres,
Collinsville and Scottville, with a population
of a little over 1,600. We have been asking
for a court house for a fairly long time. I
hope that we arc going to get one, and that
provision for it is included in this vote of
£9.000.

Mr. Notr: You ought to have a decent
butlding there.
MMr. COLLINS: Of course: because we

have got a lot of decent people there. So
far we have been able to get along without
1 court house. 1 hope the court house theve
will be a decent building, Lecause most Go-
vernment buildings are decent places. This
iy a growing centre, and, more than likely,
will double its population during the noxt
three years, so that a court house will be
required.

Mr. MAXWELL (7oosong): Notwith-
=tanding the curtailment of expenditure in
¢onnection  with court houses and police
buildings owing to financial stringency. I
hope the Government are not going to hold
ap improvements to a number of buildings
which are necessary and the erection of
buildings which are required for the con-
venience of the community., I want to make
‘uy position clear in connection with. school
buildings. I say that they ought to be
erected in the places where they are urgently
required. There may be something in the
argument used by one hon. member this after-
noon in connection with railways having
£1.000.000 allocated to them for the purpose
of carrying out certain worlk, and he con-
‘tended that a similar procedure is also neces-
sary in_the interests of the Department of
Public Instruction. The vote in connection
with the education of our children should
not be starved, and the housing of those who
are teaching the children should be attended
to. A number of teachers go outside to the
‘country districts and are deprived of the
comforts which we enjov in the towns and
cities, and they should have any extra con-
sideration which can be given to them.
There are buildings which are absolutely
necessary at the present time. I drew the
Minister’s  attention to some buildings
erected in the Wide Bav electorate. under
the day-labour system.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: T do not want to discuss
the matter at length, but the information I
based my caleulations on in that connection
was derived from the Minister himself.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order !
‘That was fully discussed on the last vote.

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not want the Min-
dster’s statement to go without contradiction.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

[21 OcToBER.]
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My, KELSO (¥Yundah): I notice that there
arc amounts put down in this vote for
expenditure in connection with additions and
improvements to court houses, additions to
State school buildings, and additions to
teehnical colleges. Of course, we know that
the revenue 1s not too plentiful, and we
must expeet that this vote for repairs and
renovations, which comes out of revenue, Is
going to be less. I should like the Minister
{o tell me if the Government have any
sattled policy in regard to additions and the
other items I have mentioned. If some of
the items which are put down here as addi-
tions were charged to loan, more money
from tevenue would be available for very
necessars repairs and painting. I weuld be
oni of order in discussing the Loan vote
Lore, but when one finds *“additions”—not
~ renovations,” but actual additions—to the
capital value of schools and other buildings.
I hold that it would be far better to build
ali schools and additions out of loan and use
{he revenue thus made available for other
things.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Addi-
tions are built out of lean provided ther are
now additions, and are not embodied in an
old building.

Ar. KELSO: I thank the hon, gentleman
for the information.

The Secreriry TorR PusLic Worxs: For
instance. a new clzss-room is an addition
paid out of loan, but. if you put 5 feet on
to a verands, it is charged to revenue.

Mr. KELSO: The use of the word
« additions ” in contradistinction to  the
word ¢ improvements” means an addition
to the capital value of a school, court house,
or other building. I would like to know the
policy of the department in the matter. The
VMinister will agree that he could spend a
lot more moneyr on repairs and rene_wals,
and T would like him to give me the infor-
mation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane}: A new work
1s charged to loan. That is ro say, if we found
it necessary to make an addition to 2 school
ta accommodate thirty or forty scholars—
practically a new class:room—that weuld be
charged to loan; but, if we boardgzd up the
ond of a veranda, or a floor was in a state
of disrepair and it was nccessary to put 1in
a new floor, that would be charged to
revenue. Where a very small addition 1s
made—perhaps, boarding up the end of a
veranda to form a porch where the children
may place their hats—we would not regard
it as a new work. I think the hon. member
will gather the policy from the illustrations 1
have given.

At 515 p.m.,

\r. WER (Maryborough), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. F. A
Cooper in the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Tt is
not often that I disagree with the hon, mem-
ber for Nundah, but I disagree with his
statemont that the revenue in connection with
this vote is not going to be expansive. I
believe that, as a result of the new taxation,
there will be a lot of money available. There
is nothing more vital to the community than
school buildings or improvements, yet the
Government, as a result of their wastefulness,
have reduced the vote from £60,000 to

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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£51,900. There is an old truism, “As ye
sow, so shall ye reap.” We have been sowing,
and now we arc reaping, and the unfortunate

children are to suffer as a result of the
reaping. There is a decrcase in the vote
in  every item with the exception of

¢ Furniture and Fittings,” which shows an

increase of £450. Tor “ General Repairs,”
etc., there 1s a decrease of £2,000. There is
a decrease of £1000 in connection with
“ ourt Houses and Police Buildings.”” Is
it that, as a result of the new liquor law,
there will be a lesser nced for police build:
ings? (Laughter.)

The Minister made a statement which was
really in answer to the hon. member for
Nundah. If my memory serves me correctly,
a good deal of the vote in past davs of sane
government came from revenue, It is only
in these davs when we are running at such
a rate thet we find this kind of thing hap-
pening.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. J. Kirwan, Brisbune): The hon. mem-
ber for Wynnum referred with some pride to
Governments of days gone by. I presume he
referred to the time when ho was Treasurer
and Secretary for Public Works in a Govern-
ment that built schools and carried out addi-
tions from revenue. I have a rccollection of
that Government being rapped across the
knuckles by the Auditor-General when it was
found that they showed a surplus created by
building schools out of loan funds instead of
from revenue. (Laughter.)

Hon. W. H. BaRNES:
point.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): Tho Minister
remarked that the devastating fire at the
workshops in Ipswich road plevﬁnted furni-
ture being supplied, and intimated that it
wiai oW (’ostlllo 20 per cent, more thlough
being manulactured by private enterprise. I
desire to point out to the hon. gentleman
that a rural school in the Murrumba clec-
torate has been completed six months and
the furniture is not there vyet.

The SECRETARY koR PusLie WORKS :
is the name of the school?

Mr. WARREN:
This
Iving
shops

That proves my

What

The Caboolture school.
building cost £1.400, and has been
partially idle. The fire at the work-
may have been the cause to some
extent, but, through the wmistake of some
person, that school has been allowed to
remain idle a long time. I ask the hon,
gentleman to have the matter remedied.

The Minister has mentioned that the
department has saved money on the construc-
tion of buildings by the day-labour system.
I would point out that on several occasions
worl is not completed, and employees have
to come back long distances to complete it.
The men had to be brought back to this
work from a considerable distance, That is
an instance of how the cost of such work is
increased. If the department would exercise
cconomy in such directions, more money
would be available to overtake the many
necessary works that are asked for.

Mr. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba): The
Minister attempted to administer a rebuff
to the private individual in the matter of
school furniture. T happen to know something
about that matter, and it is only right that
the hon. gentloman should be fair when
he talks about the cost of such work. We all
know that at the present moment the

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Government are only using the private indi-
vidual as a matter of convenience; but,
if he was assurcd that a reasonable amount
of work would be offering on the part of
the Government, provision would be made
to enable tenders to be lodged for it. I
understand that the Ipswich Road W orkshops
are now almost fully equipped again, and
that the machinery has been or is being
replaced. There is every reason, thercfore,
why the Minister cannot obtain satxsfactmy
prices from the private individual.

I regret the reduction in the vote with
respect to  school buildings. Tvery hon.
member is seized with the importance of
necessary work to school buildings in his
particular electorate; yet we f{ind that the
appropriation asked for is £9,000 less than
last year. Ilow can we hope to undertake
the work in that dircction? The result must
be that these public buildings will further
deteriorate. An honest effort should be made
to procure monecy to conserve the property
of the Government.

I frequentls have business to do with the
State Children Department. The furniture
and fittings therc give me a sort of shudder,
cspecially when I see that where the poorer
people have to congregate to receive assist-
ance from the State—the only convenience
they have for sitting down is a deal form.
I made inguiries, and obtained all sorts of
answers, but I am not satisfied. In all
Government departments cushioned scats,
such as we have herc, are provided for the
public. In that one place alone the tone
of the place should be altered. On behalf
of the women and children who are forced
to go to that department, I appeal for better
furniture to be placed in the waiting room.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 wish to draw
the attention of the Minister to the school
building at Talwood. When that building
was built galvanised iron was very dear,
aud a shingle roof was placed upon 1t. The
shingles have discoloured the water, which is
very black in colour. I have had the water
analysed, and it is not fit for drinking pur-
poses. 'The children, who travel Ionor dis-
tances to school on ponies, have to “carry
their own water-bottles, which hon. members
will recognise is a very dangerous practlce
The request of the school committee for
galvanised iron to be placed on the roof
has been refused owing to ths lack of funds.
The spouting and tanks arc all there. It
is onlv a small school—18 feet by 21 feet or
22 fect. The Minister might take immediate
steps to grant this request. He should do
that, because these children are suffering
 reason of the water being unsuitable for
drinking purposes.

Mr, XERR (Enoggera): 1 notice there
is a reduction of £8,100 in the vote for
“ Btate School Buildings.”” TUnder previous
Administrations it was the custom to supply
residences for State schools, but to-day the
peliey seems to have changed. In the Greater
Brisbane area there are nincty-eight schools,
and only twenty-five are supplied with resi-
dences, seventy-three being without resi-
dences. The reduction of this vote indicates
that the department are more or less encou-
raging the parment of rent by schoolmasters
instead of themseclves erecting residences.
There is well over £2,000 annually paid
in the Greater Brisbane arca in rentals
for school residences. That amount would
pay interest, redemption, and repairs on
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thirty school residences, if they were erected
by the department, and it is just a question
as to whether it is not more economical
to provide residences than to go on year
after year paying £2.000 in rentals.

3ir. DasE: What about the upkeep?

Mr. KERR: I am taking that into con-
sideration, and also Interest and redemption.
. DasE: You need land.

_AMrc KERR: Land is not a great considera-
tion. You can buy beautiful allotments for
£100 20w,

"The SECRETARY rOR PUsLIC WORKS: Where?

Mr, KERR: If the hon. gentleman will
come and sce me, I will show him.

The SecreTary ror Pursilc Womrks: Ask
the lion. member for Nundah what allot-
inents cost in his district.

Mr. KERR: I know that at Ashgrove
the department purchased 3 acres at an
average cost of £60 an allotment, and Ash-
grove 15 a very fine suburb.

The SecreTary ror Pursric Works: It will
be in a few years.

Mr. KERR: It will be a magnificent
suburb in a few years. The Secretary for
Public Works, in conjunction with the Sccre-
§ for Public Instruction, could very well
go intc the question as to whether it would
not be more cconomical to build residences
for schoolmasters rather than pay that £2,000
a vear. It would create an ssset. I would
like to hear from the Minister as to what
he thinks of the proposition. Very often
parcuts are keen on interviewing the school-
master after school hours. Hon. members
may say it is unjust to approach the school-
mas but personallr I do not think any
fair-minded person objects to that sort of

thing. There are instances where a school
teacher lives miles awav and he is never
approachable except during school hours.

If the schoolmaster is living near the school.
he is a grest acquisition to the district, and
he takes a greater interest in the district,
The SEceETARY roR Prsiic INSTRUCIION :
The first point is to build schools.

Mr. KERR: Yes; but, instead of paving
over £2,000 in rentals, if money were
orrowed fo erect the buildings, that sum
vould be sufficient to par interest, redemp-
tion, and repairs on about thirty residences.
The present system is false economy.

[£.30 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIM INSTRUCIION :
It will be somewhat difficult to obtain land
in the metropolitan area on which to erect
residences.

Mr. KERR: That might be so, but take
the case of Ashgrove. Two magnificent allot-
ments could be obtained there for £200, and
a residence crected thereon at a small cost
which would be much more economical than
allowing a rent allowance of 30s. or £2 a
week to the teacher who is not even living
in the district. If money was borrowed to
erect a school teacher’s residence, the rent
paid would be sufficient to pay interest and
redemption on the loan, and in twenty to
twenty-five vears the house would become the
property of the State, and the life of a
weoden house is fifty vears. T should like
to hear the opinion of the Minister on this
matter.

[21 OcroBER.]
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Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I regret very
much that the vote for buildings has been
reduced on account of financial stress. The
hon. member for Enoggera referred to the
question of erecting teachers’ vesidences, and
bPe said there were ninety-eight schools in
the Greater Brisbane area. In the electorate
I represent there are over eighty schools. I
do not know whether it is on account of my
madesty or not, but I have never yet
approached the department and asked for
& teacher’s residence to be erected. T think
I am particularly fortunate if I can get
school buildings erected in which the settlers’
children can bhe educated without worrying
about residences. If hon. members are going
ro advocate the expenditure of large sums
of mones on the erecfion of teachers’ resi-
deneas this year, it is going to be more
difficult for country representatives to get
the school buildings they are so keen on
having provided, A reduction of this vote
means that we are not going to get the con-
sideration that we should get in connection
with additions and repairs to country schools.
I have in my mind’s eye three schools in my
electorate that are very much overcrowded.
Those are the Crownthorpe, Boonara, and
Ross Creck schools. Tt is estimated that 8
square feet of floor space is sufficient for a
child. That i= all very well in the winter,
but in the hot summer months the over-
crow ding is such that it is very hard on the
teacher and on the children. I trust that the
Minister will see whether he cannot do some-
thing to enlarge these schools. Recently I
veeoived a letter from the school committee
at Rossendale school asking that a tank be
placed ot the school. Instead of these mat-
ters having to go to the Department of
Pulblic Insteuction and then to the Depart-
raent of Public Works, which department
sond+ an inspector out to make a report,
tuirk 1 would be wise to aceept the recom-
wendation of ithe school committee. Mem-
bers of school committees are usually prac-
tical men, and in the instancs I refer to, if
a tank were sent, the committee would be
prepared te go into the matter of erecting a
tank stand.  That would save a great deal
of trouble to the representative of the dis-
trict, as well as to the inspectors and to the
department.  More could be done in the
divection of affording better facilities for the
education of the children by the erection and
improvement of school buildings than is
being done at the present time. T would
sugaest that the Sceretary for TPublic Works
and the Secretary for Public Instruction
should confer with a view to affording greater
facilities in regard to school improvements
generally.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yunango): I regret very
much indeed that even in the face of the
stringent financial position of the State the

Government have curtailed the vote for
¢ State School Buildings : ;}ddltions,
Improvements, Furniture, Repairs, and

Painting * by something like £8,100. It is
a pitv the Minister did not put up a bigger
fight in the interests of those who require

school buildings, knowing the difficulties
which beset the people in those arcas.
The question of building teachers’

residences has been mooted this afternoon.
In many of the country districts teachers ave
not able even to get a place to board. In
many districts they have to travel many
miles to their schools because there is no
accommodation in the vicinity of the school.

Mr. Eduwards.]
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I know many married men who have been
teaching for a number of years who have
to live 4 or 5 miles away from the schools
in any dwellings they can obtain for their
families. Bchools are the first essential, but
the department would be well advised to
consider carefully whether residences could
not be huilt for these tcachers. There are
many centres in my district which are
urgently requiring schools—Alice Cireek, for
instance. There are many cases in which
schools have besn approved for over two
vears and they are still waiting to be built.
The old Nanango school, for instance, was
built over fifty vears ago, and its renova-
tion, which was approved of some time ago,
has not yet been carvied out. I hope the
Secretary for Public Works will see that this
clzss of work is carried out in the interests
of the country children. Tt is a very diffi-
cult problem in many countrs districts for the
residents to find any money to assist in the
crection of u school. but, if the department
would definitely lay down what it is pre-
pared to do and what it expects the residents
to do we might get somewhere, instead of
letting the gquestion drift on for vears until
some of the largest families leave the dis-
trict and the othess suffer accordingly. A
good deal of money has been spent in city
arcas in giving children swimming pools and
that sort of thing, but it must be clear oven
to city members that a school building is a
first cssential in & country district, and, when
the Department of Public Instruction rake
a recommendation and the Department of
Public Works cannot sce its way to build a
school in accordance with that recommen.
dation, it is only fair that it should lay down
some practical line of action for the people
concerned.  If thev would say what they
require in the matter of the work to be
done, we might get more schools built. In
my district o sawmill was built on Bunya
Mountuains by Lars Andersen and Sons.
Several married people in the district made
application for a schoo!, but it was held up
long after its construction was approved by
the Depavtment of Public Instruction. Lars
Andersen and Sons came in and built the
school themselves. The Department of Pub-
iz Instruction then supplied a teacher, and
the school work went on. That is the sort
of thing we should encourage at overy turn;
but on the other hand there are instances
such as that which I mentioned this morning
where the people are not able to give any
help because it takes them all their time in
the early stages of their settlement to keep
their families. Somebody said that the
correspondence school system got over the
difficulty, bui in manyv cases the parents are
practically uneducated, and so find a diffi-
culty in applying that systern to their
children.  So it behoves the Department of
Public Works to do everything it can, and
I hope that both Ministers will give every
possible in such cases. I again

ssistance in
say that I regret that the voio has been cut
down, because it does not show that pro-
gress which is so essential in our- educational
system,

Mr. KING (Zogan): 1 also regret that the
vote has been cut down, and 1 only hope
that my eloctorate is not going to suffer in
the general curtailment of expenditure. I
notice from the report of the department
that certain works have been cavried out in
my electorate, for which I am thankful. A
school has just been opened just outside my
clectorate in the electorate of the hon. mem-

[Mr. Edwards.
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ber for Bulimba. The hon. member is very
lucky, and I congratulate him.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
pose some of your children go there?

Mr. KING: I was just going to admit
that. It was hoped that the congestion which
existed at the Coorparco school would be
removed by the erection of that school, but
stch is not the case.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLIC INSTRUCTION :
Therc has been an increase in population.

I sup-

3r. KING: Yes. My electorate has the
largest  population of any clectorate in

Queesnsiand, and the increase in population
and erecting of buildings is proceeding at
a very rapid rate.  Proper accommodation
should be provided in the schools to meet
this growing population. The present schools
ave taxed to the utmost, and I am sure thas
the Seervetary for Public Works and the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction both recognise
that increased accommodation is necessary,
and regret very much that funds are not
availsbic to enable it to be provided. Let
me refer to the Coorparoo school.

Houn., W. II. Barxes: It is a very deserving
case.

My, KING: Portion of it must have been
buiit fifty-five yesrs ago. It is a very old
and dilapidated structure, and T sincerely
hope that the Government will see their
way clear, when they build a new school
for Coerparoo—which they must do very
shortly—will crect a good up-to-date brick
building. The locality warrants it. I believe
that there arn over 1,000 children on the
school roll. and the accommodation is nothing
like it ought to be. There is an excellent
committe working in the interests of the
children with a view to making a decent
playground, and they are now endeavouring
to construct a swimming pool. The same
remarks apply to the Junction Park school
and the Greenslopes school. We require

I earnestly pray

more accommodation, and I
that the accommodation will come along
very shortly. New schools are required in
other parts of my electorate. I refer to
Cooper’s Plains and Holland Park, where the
population is increasing rapidly. The chil-
dren of Holland Park go either to the
Greenslopes school or to the Mount Gravatt
school, but these schools are taxed to the
utmost. Holland Park could very well do
with a school of its own, and I doubt very
much whether, at an early date, the schools
at Mount Gravatt and Greenslopes will be
able to cope with the children even if a
new school is erected at Holland Park.
These requests are at present before the
department, and I hope the Minister will be
able to give some relief in the immediate
future.

Mr. Fiarrern: If they are overcrowded,
the batter scheme would be to make one a
boys’ school and another a girls’ school.

Mr. XING: I am very glad of that sugges-
tion. Ilolland Park could very well do
with a school of its own, but some of the
other schools could be enlarged as occasion
demanded. You cannot make addition after
addition to old structures. I do not think
it is wise to do so.

Mr. Dasa: Yt is using up the ground.

My, KING: Yes. It is taking away from

the children’s playground. I hope that the
Minister will consider the wants of my
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electorate, and I hope that my schools will
not suffer as a result of the reduced vote.

Mr. PETERSON (Yormanby): We have
heard a great deal as to whether our land
settlement schemes are successful or mnot.
Very often in new settlement areas married
people come along, and the first question
they ask is if there are any schools in the
arca. If there is no school in the vicinity,
scttlers who would like to settle down in
those areas will not take up land because
there are no facilities available to educate
their children. On the other hand, after
settlers have settled in those areas and made
application for a school, it takes two years
from the time the first step is taken until
the building is erected. In many cases the
seltlement is very lucky if the school 15
erccted in two vears. Some time ago there
was a considerable number of families settled
at Pheasants Creek, in my electorate. The
department was good enough to grant a
school in that locality after the inspector
had been there and reported upon its pros-
pects. It took two years from the date
of approval for thut school to be erected.
and, in the meantime, the farmers left
the district because of the abscnce of
edueational facilities, with the result that
the school has never been occupied. It is a
lovely little building and a ecredit to the
department. I am sorry to have to report
the position. Hon. members representing
metropolitan zreas have talked of the crowd-
ing of schools, but hon. members representing
country constituencies have to report that
schools are closing up for want of attend-
ance. The reason of the closure of the
Phessants Creck school was because of the
inordinate delay in bringing about its com-
pletion. I hope the Minister will try to
obviate such delay in the future, because
it is necessary that the land schemes of the
Government must go hand in hand with
educational facilities.

We have hecn agitating for a long time
for a new school at Edungalba. The depart-
ment adopts the attitude that, so long as
vou have a school, no matter how disreputable
it may be, it has to stand. That is the
positon at REdungalba. You can obtain a
new school in a distriet where there is no
school—I give that credit to the Government
and the Minister—but where there is an
old dilapidated structure you cannot obtain
a new one., If the Minister had an oppor-
tunity of inspecting that school, he would
admit the mnecessity for s new building.
It is one of the old type, with canvas walls,
which are blown to tatters with every storm,
leaving the teachers and scholars without
any shelter.

Mr. FarrerL : I think I had a letter from
every teacher who was at that school.

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. member for
Rockhampton, as a former secretary of the
Central Queensland School Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, knows the position in regard to
that school. It is the one blot on the edu-
cational horizon in my electorate. I hope
the Minister will be able to provide a new
building from the vote this year.

We have heard a lot of criticism about the
cost of building schools. I want to be fair
and give credit where it is- due, as well as
take umbrage when it is necessary. We
had a school erected at QCarmilla West
in record time. The work was a credit,
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not only to the men engaged upon its erec-
tion, but to those responsible for the job.
If the cstimates were referred to, it would
be seen that the two men cngaged on the
building had regard for the interests of the
department and for the people in the dis-
trict. There would be no complaints about
day labour if the spirit of those men was
imitated.

I have not troubled the genial Minister
for Works for a couple of years. because
[ was well treated before that period; but,
as therc are several schools in my electorate
in a dilapidated condition, I hope he will
not take umbrage at my calling attention
to them. It is most regrettable to notice
that quite a number of country schools are
being closed down. I represent an electorate
of 400 miles by 200 miles, which contains
quite a number of sshoo’s. Where it 1s
proved that such schools can be conveniently
re-erected in other localities the department
would be well advised to take that action.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Womks: We
shift them when we find it profitable to the
department to do so.

Mr., PETERSON : That is what 1 advise—
to transfer them to arens wheve they ean
l:+ urilised to advantage.  Frequently the
departments are to blame for the closing
of schools, particularly the Railway Depart-
ment.  Departments have a habit of trans-
ferring married men to places where there
are no schools, and single men to places
where there are schools. If there was
co-ordination of department:! administra-
tion, thev could use to the fullest advantage
the school buildings supplied by this depart-
ment. I trust that my modest appeals will
meet with the approval of the Minister.

My, WRIGHT (Bwimba): 1 take the
opportunity of endorsing the remarks of the
hon. member for Logan in regard to the
needs of the Coorparoo scheol. I do so
because about 40 per cent. of the children
attending that school belong to the Bulimba
clectorate. I shall make no apology for using
the parish pump on this occasion, and I
submit that the case for the Coorparoo school
is probably stronger than that of any other
school in Queensland, There are something
tike 1.200 children attending the school, and
there is not nearly adequate accommodation
for that number.

I alw take the opportunitr of conveving
my appreciation to the Minister and officers
of this department for the twon very nice
schools that were erected in the Bulimba
clectorate last year. I was quite justified in
my advocacy. While the school at Mount
Bruce has not given much relief to the
Coorparoo school, it is filled to capacits ab
present. The Morningside school was built
for 200 pupils, and now has on its roll 475
scholars. I take the opportunity of asking
the Minijster to give serious consideration to
the question of building urgently necded
cxtensions to that school. 1 am quite sure
the hon. gentleman recognises the difficulty
experienced by teachers of that school in
educating 475 scholars in accommodation suffi-
cient for only 200. I am not blaming the
Minister or his department. It is due to the
lick of foresight on the part of officers in
the Department of Public Instruction, who
failed to realise the rapid development that
would take place in the Bulimba electorate.

Mr. Wrighi.]
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I hope the extensions will be made as soon
as possible.
At 7 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Coorer (Bremer) vesumed the
chair.

Mr. MOORT (Aubigny): I should like an
explanation from the Minister in regard to
the question I asked as to what was meant
by ¢ Consideration Money ”’ for the school
at Kulpi. The Minister has stated that it
is for a school site, but £450 seems rather a
large sum for that purpose. Possibly 1t
means that the department is going to erect
a school residence.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Drisbane): The hon.
member for Murrumba stated that, although
six months have elapsed since the rural
school was opened at Caboolture, so far ’th
furniture had not arrived. I stated earlier
in the day that the department was put to
considerable inconvenience and considerable
extra cost through the destruction caused by
the fire at the Ipswich Road Workshops, and
I am informed that the delay in sending the
furniture to the Caboolture rural school was
due to that fact. However, the hon. member
can accept my assurance that the matter will
he expedited.

The hon. member for Murilla. asked that
thie roof of the school at Talwood be covercd
with galvanised iron, as the water collected
from the shingle roof was unfit for the school
children to drink; and he stated that it was
necessary for the children attending the
school to carry water in bottles. I can assure
him that that matter will have attention,
as country children should not be expected
to carry water to school

The hon. member for Enoggera raised the
question of providing residences for head
teachers, and he stated that a large number
of schools in the metropolitan arca had no
teachers’ residences attached to them, and
that the teachers rented houses. The hon.
member also suggested that it would be
advisable for the department to expend a
large sum of money in erecting teachers’
cesidences, thereby <doing away with the
necessity for making an allowance to teachers
in leu of rent, which he estimated to be in
the vicinity of £2,000 a vear. I am inclined
to think that it would not be a good pro-
position. At any rate. there would be some
difficulty in carrying out that suggestion in
the metropolitan area.

Mr. Prrersox: There is a school teacher’s
vesidence at the Annerley school, but the
head teacher does not live in it. It is let
to someone who is not a school teacher,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
What the hon. member says goes to prove
that some teachers prefer to live in some
locality not in the immediate vicinity of the
school. I am sure hon. members will agree
that it would be a very difficult matter to
ercot residences in the school grounds in the
motropolitan arvea. If it were done it would
mean that the children would be deprived
of a large part of their playgrounds,

The hon. member for Wide Bay, the hon.
member for Logan, and the hon. member for
Normanby raised the question of school
requirements in their various electorates, and
I can assure those hon. gentlemen that, as
far as the vote will allow, favourable con-
sideration will be given to their representa-
tions.

[Mr. Wright.
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The poliey of the department generally is
to give consideration to the country elee-
torates; but we find that, as a result of
having done that. city members on both sides
of the Chamber are clamouring and making
representations, and not without due cause,
as to the necessity for increased accommoda-
tion in suburkan schools, and a number of
those schools will have to receive attention.
Country members will recognise that, while
thoir  electorates require attention in this
respect, the steady and continuous growth of
the city of Brisbane, in which new suburbs
arc being formed, venders it necessary to
give attention to the requirements of the
wmetropolitan area.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): Earlier
in the debate T referred to the schools in the
metropolitan avea. I notice by the 5 o'clock
edition of the afternoon papers that there is
an amount of £3500 to be spent on the
Kelvin Grove school, and I think they got
about £1,500 there about eighteen months
azo. I am advised that there are two schools
in the Oxley electorate, and a third school is
proposed to be built in the same neighbour-
hood., which will bring the three schools
within a distance of 2 miles. While I do not
wish to prejudice city schools, we arc justi-
field in asking for some consideration for
country «istrictz.  The Government are refus-
ing to build schools asked for in country
districts on account of the scarcity of funds,
vhile thev ave closing up some schools in
the country, and the children have to walk
5 or 6 miles to school or else receive no
instruction at all. That has been the position
in my electorate. In the country districts
where therc is no railway the children must
valk or drive long distances to go to and
from school. In addition to the three pro-
posed schools mentioned in the papers this
evening in connection with the metropolitan
area, there is also to be one at Hughenden—
a country centre—and I have no fault to find
with thai—and also one at DParramatta,
wherever that is. Though the Minister has
vaid that the country districts must not be
aggrieved at the metropolis getting these
facilities, it is to be regretted that the coun-
try 1s in such a state that people are flocking
into the towns in the way they are doing. 1
would like to see something done to keep
peopie in the country. One thing which is
causing them to come into the towns is that
they cannot get facilities for the education of
their children, and they come to the city to
live so that their children can be educated
under more reasonable conditions.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): It was
quite refreshing to listen to the debate this
afternoon, and I think some of the state-
ments which have been previously made about
the country being deserted by the people who
are flocking to the towns have been shown
not to be justified. We have heard men who
represent the country getting up one after
the other and claiming that there is not suffi-
cient scheol accommodation, and asking for
more schools. We know that some schools
are flourishing in the country while others
are declining. and that goes to show that the
arguments of hon. members opposite cannot
both be true.

Mzr. Pprersox: There are four
closed in my district.

Mr. Corrivs: I can do with those four.
My, WINSTANLEY : It just goes: to show
that, when it suits hon. members opposite,

schools
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‘they use an argument one way, and then,
‘when it does not suit them, they use it in
another way. The country has not been
deserted to the extent hon. members opposite
would lead us to believe. The mining dis-
tricts have declined, but there are other
places in the country which are growing.
There are districts 1 my own electorate
which are on the decline, but there are other
parts of the electorate which are going ahead
faster than others are deelining. The fact is
that the country is not bLoing deserted and
the people flocking to the cities as alleged by
hon. members opposite, who argue that way
when 1t suits them to do so. Whilst I have
not always got all that I have wanted for my
clectorate or all that I thought it deserved
from the Departinent of Public Works, still
I have always got a ** fair go.”” and generally
snost of the requirements of the electorate
have been complied with.

Something has been said of teachers’ resi-
dences in connection with schools. They are
very desirable and very nice where it suits
the convenience of the teachers to live in
them; but in a great many instances the
teachers are not too keen about having their
residences close to the schools. I have known
instances where a school has been in an
isolated spot, and it has been much more
‘convenient for the teacher to live in the
centre of population and travel 2, 3, 4, or
even & miles backwards and forwards, per-
haps by motor-car. After all, the first con-
sideration is the school, and I think it would
be a pity to spend money on residences
if it is going to interfere with the provision
of the more necessary building, even though
the residence may suit the convenience of
the teacher.

The hon. member for Nanango said that
the department should have some clearly
defined rule as to what it was prepared to
do in connection with fencing, playsheds, ete.,
at country schools and what it expected the
local people to do. It is not an easy matter
ta lay down hard-and-fast rules. The
department deals with each case on its merits,
and my expericnce in quite a number of
invtances of schools in isolated districts
away from cenires of population is that
the committee has often been prepared to
do something and has said that, if the depart-
ment would defray the cost of the material
required—perhaps for fencing or a water
supply—it would find the labour. Loecal
people can provide the labour when they
cannot provide cash, and it is much
cheaper that ther should do it than
‘that the department should have to send
men scores of miles, as has been pointed
out by other hon. members, to do what
is porhaps not a carpenter’s job. My
experience has been that in quite a number
of instances where the department was pre-
pared to find the material for fencing or
for a tank or a windmill on the condition
that the committee provided the necessary
Tabour the committee has fallen in with the
proposal, as any committee worthy of the
name would do. In several instances with
which T have been connected I have acted
on my own respousibility and said to the
committee, ‘*If vou are prepared to find
the labour, I think the department will find
the material,” and in the majority of
instances the committec has fallen in with
‘the proposal, and the school has got its fence
or water supply.
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Some of the schools in my electorate were
built many years ago—I] suppose some as
long as fifty years ago—and they are cer-
tainly not up to date so far as light or
ventilation is concerned or in a proper state
of repair. One or two of them are under
consideration by the department now, and I
am hopeful that something will be done to
make them more convenient and more con-
genial for the children from a rcereation
point of view and from the point of view of
more efficient work. In one or two places—
1 do not know the cause—but the fact
is that after heavy rain the school is almost
in a lake. In a case like that something
should certainly be done to rectify the error.
That is one of those things which would not
be vory expensive, and I hope the department
will do something in that direction.

It must be plain to anybody who cares
to study the question at all that, in a country
like Queensland, where there are so few
people in many districts, and you often
cannot get more than the minimum number
of scholars necessary for a school, it 1is
difficult for the State to provide all the
schools which arc necessary just when they
are wanted. My experience has been that
the department has done its very best to
meet the needs of the district, and I am
sure that it will continue to do so. It is
rather remarkable that on the one hand the
Government are charged with being extrava-
gant and squandering money, and on the
other hand they are charged with being
parsimonious. They cannot both spend money
and be parsimonious at the same time. We
are all agreed that every facility should be
extended to the children where there are
sufficient to warrant a school being erected.

At 7.17 pom.,
Mr. RIORDAN (Burke), one of the panel

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. F. A.
Cooper in the chair.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): I desire to
offer a word of praise to the officers of the
department for the excellent manner in which
they have carried out their work in my
electorate. The workmanship, the architec-
ture, and the conveniences provided equal
anything that could be provided from any
other source. In certain parts of my elec-
torate the population is growing, and the
department has been compelled to erect
more schools. In one instance the school
committee intimated that they were prepared
to level off a piece of land and fill in a
swamp 1if the department would purchase
the land and carry out the necessary improve-
ments. The department purchased the land,
and £300, the proceeds of a fair, were spent
on the land, making it a good bargain for
the department. The schools in my elec-
torate are in a good state of repair, and
I have nothing to complain about. I simply
rose to point out that the workmanship
carried out in my electorate is of the very
highest order. We have one of the finest
technical colleges that can be found in any
portion of the State. I have suggested
on former occasions that school committees
should be empowered to carry out work to
the value of £5, under the supervision of
the department. I know the department has
already given power to school committees to
carry out such work as gravelling under
the building. I have not had the experience
of some hon. members of a whole staff being
sent out to repair two or three boards. My
school committees have carried out such

Mr. Dash.]
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work rather than worry the department about
it, and the department has rendered them
overy assistance possible. The committees
have carried out improvements in the way
of fencing the school, making garden plots,
and ereccting tanks on the system of the
department supplying the material _and the
committee carrying out the work. Not only
is this work carried out in the country, but
it is also attended to in the towns. The
committees have collected and expended con-
siderable sums of money to “enable the
scholars to have the benefit of tennis courts,
gymnastic halls, ete.

Item (Buildings) agreed to.

BCARD OF TRADE AND ARBITRATION.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, I'pswich),
who was received with cheers, said: I beg to
move—

“ That £11.962 be granted for ‘ Board
of Trade and Arbitration.” ”

This is only a simple little vote, and should
not take very long to dispose of. There is
a considerable increase in the vote as com-
pared with last year. That is on account of
the reconstitution of the Board of Trade and
Arbitration and the classification increases.
The Board of Trade and Arbitration is now
administering the Profiteering Prevention
Act, and it has set about reorganising the
price-fixing department. That department has
now undertaken an inquiry, as most hon.
members will have noticed through the press,
and has ostablished a new procedure by hold-
ing the inguiry in public. into the cost of
clothing, boots, shoes, and hats.

The reorganisation of the department also
affects the question of prices. This depart-
ment will now be charged with the work of
colleeting all data in connection with price
fixing. That information will then be placed
before the Board of Trade and Arbitration.
Statistics will be gathered all over Queens-
land in connection with the cost of living.
Tho department has been strengthened b
the appointment of a thoroughly qualified
accountant. Tt will be his duty to investigate
211 matters concerning the cost of living,
investigate confidential matters, and compile
statistics. It is hoped that all concerned will
co-operate to make the department a live
one, and that the result will be that. when
the wages of the workers are increased, pro-
fitners will be prevented from filching away
all the benefits of the increased wages
received by them.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I am very glad
to hear the statement of the Minister that
there is an intention to extend the price-
fixing functions of the Board of Trade and
Arbitration to such things as clothing. The
extension of these functions should go
further, for, while the price of food as con-
sumed in the households will be fixed, there
is no attempt to fix the price of food as
provided in restaurants.

Mr. Moreax: Would you
inquiry to hotels, too?

Mr. BEDFORD: I would be scarcely in
order in referring to the vile conditions of
many Brisbane restaurants, but it is germane
to this question in showing that these con-
ditions produce bad service, on top of which
there is an overcharge. Therefore, if the
Board of Trade and Arbitration can extend
its price-fixing work into the charges made

[Mr. Dash.
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in restaurants, it will be doing a very great
deal for those pcople who are not always
cating in their own houses.

On the matter of clothing the policy of
this Government, and all Australians gener-
ally, 1s prefercnce to Australian goods. We
all naturally considerad that the Common-
wealth tariff would have the elfect of giving
Australian goods a greater popularity, but
there is the fact that, although Australian
woollen manufactures are superior in every
way to imported woollen manufactures,
because there is no price fixing in these
matters, Australian manufactures are given
a black eye by reason of their prices being
brought up almost on a line with the prices
of the imported articles.

In the case of hats, I know of one particu-
lar hat—an excellent hat made in Melbourne
—on which the cost and factory profit
amount to 13s, 6d. a hat. It costs 1ds. to
market the hat. One dealer handles it whole-
sale, and he is allowed to charge 18s. 6d.
vo the retailer, serving only such retailers
az agree not to sell at less than 27s. 6d.
Here is a case where the price-fixing section
of the Board of Trade and Arbitration can
get in and do some of the finest work 1t
has ever done. There are varying grades
of money-holding people, and there are 1n
very many of these grades many snobs, who
regard value only in terms of money, and
who can only consider a thing is right if
it is dear. One of the reasons given for
the retail price of this hat being fixed
at 27s, &d. when the factory cost and profit
amount to 13s. 6d. was that, if it were pub
at any lower figure, Australians would not
buy i, but would buy some imported article
at a higher price. It is the duty of the
Board of Trade and Arbitration so to allo-
catc a reasonable profit on the factory profit
of hats and on woollen underclothing and
hasiery that Auetralian preference may have
a fair chanee to function.

There ave further important matters. Thf‘
hon. member for Murilla interjected just
now as to whother I intended to consider
the price of liquor.

Mr. Moreax: No—the
accommodation.

Ay, BEDFORD: Certainly. That would
come under the heading of restaurants. The
price of liquor should also be considered.
One of the most sheltered industries we have
is gradually cxlling for interference by reasorn
of the fact that 1t has just as great a dis-
crimination against Australian goods as the
draper has. For many years prior to and
since federation, while Martell's and Ien-
nessey’s brandies were being prescribed in
Australian hospitals, British and European
hospitals were prescribing ‘‘ Boomerang 7’
and * Chatcau Tanunda ” brandies. Appar-
ently the pure Australian spirit, made under
the most rigorous conditions as regards clean-
liness and high standard of purity, has had
to go to other countries before it could be
appreciated.

Mr. CArTER: It is the finest brandy in the
world.

Mr. BEDFORD: It is the finest grapo
bFrandy on earth. Here is a case where
Queensland  is lagging behind the other
States in its lovaltv to Australian preference.
Tt is a certainty that snobbishness and con-
servatism in drinking act as a more than
sufficient handicap against Australian goods.

price of hotel
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That handicap is lengthened and increased if
the imported spirit, under the Licensed Vic-
tuallers’ Association, is enabled to keep the
Australian spirit back by the existence of
just as high a price for the Australian as
for the imported spirit. Here are certain
figures which have been handed to me
which show that the prices demanded for
Australian whisky by the Brisbane hotel-
keepers are—

““8d. per measured nobbler (public bars
only); 9d. per measured nobbler (private
bars); 10s. per bottle.”

“The size of the measure is one-fifth
of a gill, which gives twenty-six nips
to a bottle.

“ The following figurcs show the per-
centage of profit on cost at the foregoing

prices : —
Cost to Per 26 nips per
Hotels. bottle., bottle at 9d.
‘84, perdozen = 7s. = 19s.6d. = 178%
26 nips per
bottle at 8d.
84s. per dozen = 7s. = 17s.4d. = 147%
sell at 10s.
84s. per dozen = 7s, = per bottle =  42%

““The measure used in Melbourne is
a_quarter gill, which gives twenty-one
nips to a bottle, and the rctail price is
7d. per nip. In Sydney the price is 6d.
per nip of one-fifth of a gill (the same
sized measure as used in Brisbane). The
grlcgd per bottle in both these cities is
s, 7

If we are to insist on a reasonable price to
the consumer and a reasonable profit to the
seller, then certain action should be taken

in this case. Certain action
[7.30 p.m.] should be taken in any case

where the old scheme of reducing
the measure of the liquor and at the same
time increasing the price has been followed.

To get back to the actual food end of the
matter and to the clothing end, which forms
so large a part of the weekly budget of the
householder, price fixing is incomplete until
it includes food, drink, and clothing in its
operation. The price fixing and the quality
fixing of food in restaurants is an important
matter to the large floating and travelling
population—the vileness of the Brisbane
restaurants on top of over charges consti-
tutes another evil which the Board of Trade
and Arbitration would do well to inquire
into.

¥r. SWAYNE (Mirani): The hon. member
for Warrego has spoken in vregard to
secondary industries. I should like to say a
word In regard to primary industries, which,
after all, are of the first importance. I
notice that the vote has been largely
increased, but I do not think, even if it were
twice as large, that any hon. member would
object so long as the Board of Trade and
Arbitration fulfilled its functions, and one of
its important functions is to secure industrial
‘peace. When these tribunals were first brought,
into being, Mr. Bowman, the then Leader of
the Labour party, who were sitting on the
Opposition benches, said it was hoped that
it would bring in an era in which industrial
strife was unknown. TUnfortunately, to the
great loss of the community, that has not
been the case. I am not going to say that
it i3 a fault of the members of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, but it seems to me
that the legislation under which the board is

1926—4 L.
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functioning is defective. Take the position
of the sugar industry. When the harvest
commences the grower generally is influenced
by a fear that after all his hard work he
will get no return for his industry, as the
whole of his produce will be held up on the
way to market, We all know what happened
in the Burdekin district last year, when some-
thing like £300,000 was lost to the growers.
This year again in the district which T have
the honour to represent the growers suffered
a considerable loss through the illegal action
of the employees. All the conditions of the
award were complied with, and the industrial
magistrate who was brought in to seitle the
dispute stated that there was no cause for
the hold-up. Yet, in spite of that, the
grower, who was a perfectly innocent party,
was made to suffer. Over the sale of a farm
to Italians and through a dispute between
two unions the sugar was held up for some
weeks, and at one time it looked as though
the mill would have to shut down.

T notice that the necessity for dealing with
this position is being brought home to the
(Government in another direction.  The
Secretary for Railways has given notice of
a Bill to deal with railway workers who stop
work, and we want additional powers placed
in the hands of the Board of Trade and
Arbitration to see that, when an award has
been made, there shall be no hold-up of an
industry. One of the fundamental principles
upon which arbitration is based is that while
there is an award there shall be no strike.
When the Industrial Arbitration Bill was
under discussion, I moved an amendment
that had for its object the placing in the
hands of the Board power to impose on
organised bodies, who had very great privi-
leges conferred, damages for loss caused by
illegal acts. I urged then that some means
should be provided in that legislation for
dcaling with those who were guilty of the
holding-up of an industry by means of an
illegal strike. I know it will be urged that
no one can make a man work, and I am
not so foolish as fo suggest for onc moment
that we should endeavour to do anything of
that kind; but I say that, when an industry
is carried on legally and in compliance with
awards, that industry should be protected
from outside interference. When an industry
is being carried on under an award and any
influence is brought to bear to compel those
engaged in it who are willing to work to ceasc
work, some punishment should be inflicted on
those who interfere with the workers. The
price of sugar is affected by the heavy losses
which have taken place through the hold-up
of the industry at different times. We know
that the shipping strikes which caused our
meat to be held up inflicted heavy losses
on the cattle industry. Every thinking person
must realise the need for an improvement
in the direction I have indicated. I hope
that something will be done to remedy one
of the greatest evils we have in our midst
at the present time—the continual strikes
in cases where the workers are protected by
awards.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yanango): 1 would like
to ask the DMinister for an explanation
in regard to the increase in the vote for
* Contingencies ” with regard to ‘‘ Railway
Fares and Freights, Printing and Sta-
tionery  from £1,100 to £2,500. I do not
think there is any occasion for me to enlarge
on what has been said by the hon. member
for Mirani in regard to the loss caused by

Mr. Edwards.]
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strikes. I am satisfied that the Government
have had it brought home to them very
forcibly during the last twelve months. They
must realise that a great deal of the financial
difficulty in which the Treasurer finds him-
self to-day has largely been brought about
by industrial trouble in the State, and no
effort should be spared in the direction of
seeing whether the Board of Trade and
Arbitration cannot bring about some improve-
ment in that regard.

It is a very important question, and one
which has driven one of our best wanufac-
turing industries to the other States, and
I hope that in the near future we shall get
over the difficulty and institute better methods
of working. I am satisfied that, if we can
get the whole-hearted co-operation of every
right-thinking man in this State, we shall
go a long way towards solving the difficulties
surrounding the establishment of those
secondary industries which cverybody knows
are so essential.

Mr. MORGAN (Murille): I think we all
agree that it was very refreshing to listen to
the very lucid address of the hon. member
for Warrego with regard to the prices
charged by city hotels, Hon. members on
this side have been wondering for some time
when something was going to be done about
the extraordinary tariffs charged by such
people, particularly the city hotelkeepers.
It was said during the prohibition campaign
that, if prchibition were carried, the price
of meals and lodging in the hotels would be
increascd considerably because the hotels
would be deprived of their chief scurce of
revenue. The hon. member for Warrego
tells us that the profits on the sale of drink
range from 100 per cent, to 300 per cent.,
and the licensed victuallers admitted during
the campaign that it was because of the
profits on drink that they were able to give
cheaper board and accommodation. When

first came to Brisbane I stayed at an
hotel, and the tariff was then Bs. a day.
To-day it is 13s. 6d., and, as evervbody
knows, the cost of liquor has gone up con-
siderably in the mecantime. This has hap-
pened under a ILabour Government, but
nothing has becn done by them. I am
pleased to know that at last one member
o1 the Government side has drawn attention
to the matter. They have interfered with
the price of the butter of the farmer—the
man who is on the breadline and has to
work all hours milking cows—we have
attacked the price of meat at a time when
the State stations have been working at a
loss amounting now to over £1,000,000; yet
the price-fixing authorities have allowed the
hotellkeepers to exploit the general public.
i think it would be beneficial if drink were
2s. a nip or £1 or £2 a bottle, although I
know that, when rum was costing 4s. 6d.
and whisky 5s. 6d. a bottle, everybody work-
ing 1n the bush at ringbarking or anything
else would go into town on Saturday night
and bring home a bottle. He would keep
that in his camp and take a nip every night
when he came home from work, and no
doubt it was beneficial to him. Now the
price of rum has gone to 12s, 6d. or 13s. and
whisky to 15s. a bottle.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Qh!

Mr. MORGAN: I am speaking of the
prices charged in my district and similar
districts; I am not speaking of the city.
Those prices are charged in our country

[{Mr. Edwards.
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districts, and sometimes good whisky is soldi
as £1 a bottle. What has happened? The
man in the bush does not have his bottle of

whisky.

An Opposrrion MemseR: It has done hinx
good.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLlIc WORKS: A

teetotaller by compulsion.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. I am not complain-
ing about the price of drink, but I am com-
plainiug because the price-fixing authorities
have allowed the prices of board and lodging
to zoar to the clouds and we have had no:
protection in respect of these necessities. I
have no objection to the Board of Trade
and Arbitration making inquiries and fixing
prices at reasonable figures, but I have a
decided objection to their powers being used
for political purposes. The Bosrd of Trade
and Arbitration is used for political pur-
poses. A few months prior to the last elec-
tions the board reduced the price of meat
in the metropolitan arca. Why? Because
an clection was not far distant.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC WORKS: We
reduced the price for shingles and lost a lot
of votes.

3r. MORGAN: You have not had a
shingle set. ¥or a considerable period
the private butchers and State butcher

shops were allowed a frec hand, but just
before the elections the price-fixer stepped in
and fixed the price of meat. That was done
in order that the Government might curry
favour with the electors. 1 have it on good
authority that that action resulted in the
State butcher shops being alfected to the
extent of £15,000. The Auditor-General in
his report on those trading ventures states
that the State butcher shops made a paltry
profit of about £400 throughout the State.

3ir. Dasu: That is good enough.

Mr. MORUGAN: Had the price not been
fixed, they would have made a greater
profit. In fact, when we reach that vote, ¥
shall be able to show that that £400 profit
was not made by the State butcher shops,
but was possible only because the State sta-
{ions did not charge a recasonable price for
their stock.

Some considerable time ago a Board of
Inquiry was appointed to inguire into the
rural industries of the State. That board
heard evidence throughout Queccnsland with
a view to ascertazining whether it would be
wise to subject the rural industries not
already under an award to the Industrial
Arbitration Act. An enormous sum of
money was cxpended by the board, but we
have not seen any report or any ecvidence.
The whole thing has been hidden away in
some pigeon-hole.

Mr. Drsu: No.

Mr. MORGAN : It has never been made
public.

The SECRETARY FOR PrsLic Works: Go and
sce the Board of Trade and Arbitration.

Mr. MORGAN : The finding of the board
should be made public. We, as members of
Parliament, have a right to it.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRxs: Go and
zce the Board of Trade and Arbitration.

Mr. MORGAN: I have the right to have
the finding placed in my hands.

The Secrerary FOrR PusBLic WORKS:
not a parliamentary report.

It is
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Mr. MORGAN: We are entitled to the
finding of that body. A case will probably
come before the board at some future date,
and we have a right to know the result of
the inquiry.

Mr, HARTLEY: You can go to the court and
read the evidence. :

Mr. MORGAN : I have no right to do that.
Mr. Hartey: Of course you have.

Mr. MORGAN: Some of the cvidence
appeared in the press.

Mr. HarTLEY : You can see all the evidence
at the court.

Mr. MORGAN : I want to know their find-
ing. Did they come to the conclusion that
the rural industries should be subject to an
award of the court? If they did, then why
has the necessary legislative action not been
carried out?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
industrial boards were not authorised to
make a finding. They were authorised to
collect the evidence for the iniormation of
the court,

Mr. MORGAXN: Evidently the information
has not been acted upon.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
court may act upon the evidence if it so
desires, or any party concerned may move
the court. 1f you desire an award, you
can have a case cited.

Mr. MORGAN: I quite understand that.

Mr. HyNEs: Are you advocating an award
for rural workers?

Mr. MORGAN: At one time I was strongly
opposed to such a thing, but perhaps 1t
would be the very best thing for the farming
community. It would mean that, instead
of butter realising 1s. 8d. or 1s. 9d. per lb.,
it would realise 2s. 8d. or 2s. 9d. per lb.
It would have the effect in some respects
of increasing the basic wage to a greater
amount than rules to-day. I believe that
we should be better off, for, instead of taking
the dregs of the working class who go ous
into the country looking for work after all
the other industries have had their require-
ments supplied—and who in the majority
of cases cannot do a fair day’s work—a
better class of workers would be offering
at the new rates. Our dairymen and other
producers growing foodstuffs to feed the
people in the cities at sweated rates of wages
would then be compelled either to leave
the industry altogether or receive a price
for the article they produce commensurate
with its cost.

Mr. Hy~Nes: You will be excommunicated
by your party.

Mr. MORGAN: The moment that happens
there will be a breakdown either in the
system of arbitration or in industry. While
section of the community remains without
the jurisdiction of the Arbitration Court the
other section will profit by their labours.
The moment the primary producers obtain
a price for their goods equal to the cost
of production they will become equal with
the wage earners in the city, and that
moment will be the best day that has ever
happened for Queensland,

Mr. HARTLEY : Come over here. (Laughter.)
Mr. MORGAN : I only want the producers

other than the sugar-growers placed in the
same position as the sugar-growers, because
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I recognise that from an agricultural point
of view the sugar-growers are the most
prosperous community in Queensland.

Mr. Hywnes: They bitterly opposed the
award. The hon. member for Mirani knows
that.

Mr. MORGAN: If the award of the
Board of Trade and Arbitration was able
to make the sugar industry as prosperous
as it is to-day, then by making an award for
workers engaged in other rural industries
1t will be able to make the dairying, fruit,
and wheat industries prosperous also.

Mr. HarTtLEy: Where is the ““red flag”
new ?

Mr. Braxp: What is going to happen to
the basic wage?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOCK :
If vou are not carcful, you will be in the
Domain next.

Mr. Braxp: The front Government bench
are not game to carry out the hon. member’s
suggestion.

Mr. MORGAN: I have come to the con-
clusion that in opposing awards being made
by the Board of Trade and Arbitration our
people were silly and foolish, and the time
ha: now come when they should change
their policy in that regard.

GoOVERNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Hyxes: A death-bed repentance.

Mr. MORGAN : If that is brought about,
it will be the larger centres of population
that will suffer most. It is quite cvident
that the Board of Trade and Arbitration has
come to the conclusion that it will =not
further increase wages. It is also evident
that it has come to a conclusion not to reduce
working hours any further, and, in order to
place the worker on a better footing, inquiries
arc now being conducted into the cost of
clothing. The very moment it decides that
it will not inercase the wages of the worker
and will not reduce his working hours, 1%
will come to a successful conclusion. There
15 cnly one way to securc 20s. worth of value
for the £1 sterling, and that is by preventing
the purchasing price of money from going
down. If the Government will give a living
wage to rural workers and place them on a
standard similar to the sugar-growers, they
will then be in clover.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville): I was very
pleased to hear the remarks of ¢ Comrade”
Morgan, the hon. member for Murilla,
(Laughter.) Thev show that he at last sub-
scribes to a principle which has always been
advocated by this party—a decent wage for
all industrial workers. We have always sub-
seribed to the principle that, by increasing
the wages of the workers of the community,
»ou necesszrily must increase their purchasing
power, and the people whom the hon. mem-
ber states he represents in this Chamber—
the primary produceri—will benefit more than
any other class by an increase in wages by
reason of the fact that the wage-earners, who
constitute the major portion of the commu-
nity, will then be in a position to pay a
decent price for and purchase a larger
amount of the c¢ommodities produced by
primary producers.

I hope that the farmers’ associations with
which the hon. member is associated will take
steps to secure at least the basic wage for
the rural and industrial workers in our rural
industries. I am very pleased to know that

Mr. Hynes.]
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one member of the Opposition has had the
courage to make such a statement in this
‘Chamber. We have made similar statements
here on several occasions, and have received
nothing but hostile criticism from the col-
league% of the hon. member.. I am very glad
that. even at this eleventh hour, the hon.
member has realised the wisdom of the policy
which has always been the policy of this
party. It is quite a simple matter to secure
an award to govern the rural industries. All
the associations with which the hon. member
is connected need do is to make application
to the Board of Trade and Arbitration. If
‘the industrial unions concerned do make such
an application, I hope the hon. member for
Murilla will courageously come along and
express the opinion he has cxpressed here
to-night.
At 7.58 p.m.,
Mr. F. A, Coorer resumed the chair.

Mr. HYNES: I desire to make reference
to a statement made by the hon. member for
Mirani. He stated that the thing he regrets
mostly in connection with the adnnmstratwn
of the arbitration policy of this party is the
non-observance of awards made by the Board
of Trade and Arbitration. We realise that
is a pretty serious thing, but it is green in
my memory that in 1816 the hon. “member
for Mirani oxganvsed the farmers against the
Dickson award, and he, with other agitators of
the farmers’ unions, went through the district
where 1 was organising for the Australian
Workers’ Union and induced the farmers to
go on strike against the award of the court.
The hon. member now has the temerity to
come here and deery the very action of which
he himself was guilty,

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): Mr. Cooper, I
lX:C to a point of order. The statement
made by the hon. member for Townsville is
quite untrue. I would not have risen but
that the statcment has been made so often.
I ask that it be withdrawn.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
There is no point of order.

Mr. HYNES: I was organising for the
Australian Workers’ Union at the time, and
I know the influence of the hon. member Wwas
used in the direction of getting the farmers
in the Mackay district to object to paying
the rates prescribed by the Dickson award,
and, as a result, the workers were locked
out.

Mr. Coruins: At Proserpine, too.

Mr. KELgO: Are you not going to accept
the denial of the hon. member for Mirani?

Mr. HYNES: Reference has been made
by the hon. member for Mirani to the dis-
pute that has occurred in his distriet between
two unions, I take it that the hon. member
referred to what is known as the Louisa
Creek dispute. In that case one union
claimed that certain work should be done
by members of their union, and the other
union said that the work should be done

by members of their organisa-

[8 p.m.] tion. There would have been a

serious hold-up if it had not
been for the intervention of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration—a body which was
brought into existence by this Government.
The Labour Government enacted legislation
establishing the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion, and, as a result, a great deal of indus-
trial peace has been brought about; and the
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very case the hon. member has cited to-night
is one in point. As a result of that dispute
the sugar sheds at Louisa Creck were filled
to overflowing, and the farmers were faced
with the position that they would have to
cease operations on account of not being
able to get their sugar away. The Board
of Trade and Arbitration intervened and
summoned representatives of the two unions
to Brisbane. An agreement was arrived at,
as a result of which industrial peace has been
restored and the growers are able to carry
on their harvesting operations. The Board
of Trade and Arbitration has effectively
carried out a large number of the duties
which it was brought into being to carry
out; and, as a result of the intervention of
the Board in many industrial disputes, in-
stead of the contesting parties fighting it
out in the old way by a strike or lockout,
they have been able to come to an amicable
agreoement.

I notice there has been an increase of,
approximately, £7,000 in connection with
this vote, and I consider that that money
has been well spent. The Board of Trade
and Arbitration is not getting the prestige
to which it is entitled. Just consider the
important duties that the Board has to
carry out as compared with the duties of
the other courts! If a man in the Gulf
country is charged with stealing a ¢ poddy
calf, no money is spared in the endeavour
to bring that man to justice. The whole of
the machinery of justice is at the disposal
of the Crown, and a large amount of money
is expended in connection with the matter,
vet a large number of people object to the
expenditure of public money in connection
with the Board of Trade and Arbitration,
which has to do with the fixing of wages,
which concerns thousands and thousands
of industrialists, concerns their standard of
living, and their bread and butter problem.
The Board of Trade and Arbitration is
carrying out the work for which it was
created, and in most cases it is doing it very
effectively.

There 13 one aspect of their duties to
which I would like to refer, and with which
I am not altogether satisfied—that is in
connection with the collecting of data for
price-fixing. It is futile to endeavour to
maintain 11V1ng§ standards for the industrial
workers by fixing wages alone, As a natural
corollary to wage fixation we should have
fixation of prices. We find that in very
many instances what the worker secures by
way of an increase in wages he loses as 1
consumer by the increase in prices. I am
pleased that the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration is taking this matter in hand and is
engaged in an investigation which should
have very good results, The old system of
arriving at the cost of living was ohsolete
aud 5tupnd The Commonwealth Statis-
tician’s figures were accepted in connection
with the cost of living. Those figures were
oomplled from statements or reports sent
in by various businers people in the comr-
munity. For instance, the grocer sent in his
monthly report to the Commonwoalth Statis-
tician, and other business people did the
same thing. In almost every case the people
supplying the data were employers of labour,
so we had the spectacle of the employer
giving the data upon which the wage of his
employee was fixed. That is not a correct
method of arriving at the cost of living, and
I am glad that the Board of Irade and
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Arbitration is tackling the question in a
more scientific manner.

If we are to maintain confidence in the
operations of the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration, it must be understood that the board
is going to base its award on the cost of
living and that it is going to arrive at the
cffective wage of the worker by taking into
account the purchasing power of the money
he receives as wages. It is absolutely futile
to expect contentment amongst the indus-
trial workers if. while we keep increasing the
nominal wage, we do not aliow the purchas-
ing power of the money which thg worker is
getting to be regulated by the board. Tt
was very wise on the part of the Government
to give the duty of price fixaticu to the
Board of Trade and Arbitration, which also
has authority to fix wages. The two things
should always be worked togcther.

Mr. Warkrr: ITow would you deal with
the cost of living? What improvement
would vou make?

Mr. HYNES: There is one thing which
should be done—that is to prevent the ex-
ploitation of the consumer. I contend ihat
under the legislation passed by this party
that can be done by the Board of Trade and
Arbitration fixing the price of commodities.

I do wnot think there is much danger of
the farmers being exploited at the present
time. They fix their own prices, ard in
many cascs arbitrarily.

An  OPPOSITION
wWrong.

_ Mr. HYNES : The consumers are not tuken
into consideration when the prices of their
products are being fixed.

Mr. Enwarns: You do not know what you

are talking about. You are spoiling a good
specch.

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member is not
looked upon as one of the geniuses of his
partv. and he savs T do not know what T am
talking abont! T have made a study of this
problem and know what I am talking about.
The hon, member reminds me of Mark
Twain’s McClintock. who made loud-sound-
ing. rambling speeches, which amounted to
nothing.

Mr. Jinwarns: What were you pulled up
in Mackay for?

Mr. HYNES: When T was in Mackay
T put in the whole of my time trying to
imnrove the conditions of the working class.
and I succeeded pretty well in doing it.
Any man who lived in the district where
I was always gave me credit for doing that
same thing. At anv rate, I never wert out.
like the hon. member, organising ostensibly
for the primary producer and beat my col-
league for his job. In the environment in
which T have worked that was called “ scab-
bing,” and I was never guilty of ‘“ scabbing”
on a mate.

T want to draw the attention of the Minis-
ter to what, in my opinion, is an important
matter. I refer to the expenses allowed to
men_ who arc called upon by the Board of
Trade and Arbitration to attend round-table
conferences to discuss matters in dispute and
endeavour to preserve industrial peace. In
many cases men who are brought from their
every-dany work to Brisbane do not receive
sufficient expenses to enable them to avoid
incurring financial disability through coming
here. Their services are given to the com-

MrMBER: That is quitle

[21 GoTosER.]

Supply. 130L

munity in an endeavour to arrive at amicable
settlements of disputes, and they should not
be expected to suffer financially. 1 commend
to the Minister the proposition that liberal
expenses should be allowed to all repre-
sentatives who are brought before the Board:
of Trade and Arbitration.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 admit
frankly that I am an absolute believer in
arbitration. 1 also believe that arbitration.
like democracy, is on trial. I believe that
it is the duty of every man who thinks
anything of his country to do everything
he can to make arbitration a success, and
that it is not possible to build up a great.
State except through arbitration and co-
operation.

I was rather astounded at the utterances
of the two last speakers, one of whom said
that the farmer 1s getting an undue benefit

by fixing the prices of his products. That
is not a true statement.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No one

said that.

Mr. WARREN: Hec did say that, but I
want to say that only in a protected indus-
try is the producer getting anything like
a living wage. It has been said in this
Chamber to-day—from the other side, too—
that the producer is a worker in the true
sense of the word. The producer is the
greatest worker in Queensland. No man
doing a labourer’s work has to work as hard
as the producer, and I do not agree with
the statement made by the hon. member for
Murilla. Until we can {ix prices for the
producer, arbitration cannot be applied to:
him. Tt would be absolute murder. I am
speaking from my own point of view, and
not from the party point of view; and I
say that, until we bring about that harmony
which we would all like to see, it is absolutely
impossible and absurd to apply arbitration
awards to the producer. He is sweated,
and will always be sweated, because, unfor-
tunately, he cannot sell his products at a big
price.

The SecBETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: The
farmer lacks imagination.
Mr. WARREN: The Minister says that

the farmer lacks imagination.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
referring to you.

Mr. WARREN: The producer does lack
imagination. 1 am a producer myself, I
have tried to organise the producers during
the past thirty years, and in some cases
I have had a great amount of success. The
fruitgrowers were organised until the Govern-
ment interfered and reorganised them to a
fine point of efficiency. Until the farmers
are thoroughly organised it is idle for us
to talk about applying arbitration to the
agriculturists. Let me refer to milk, which
is the most essential element in the susten-
ance of children, What has the Board of
Trade and Arbitration done for those con-
nected with the milk trade. It has extended
protection to the middleman, but no
protection for the producer. TUntil the
Board of Trade and Arbitration gives serious
consideration to the essentials of life it is
useless saying what arbitration will do for
the people of Queensland. What is it doing
for the producer? The producer is pro-
ducing more and more. It is all humbug
to talk about the farmer obtaining a fair

Mr. Warren.}

I was
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price for his produce. All this talk about
price-fixing is only throwing dust in the
eyes of the workers, and is done purposely
to throw dust in the eyes of the workers.
There is no sincerity in it. It will not hit
the ““ fat man.” The “fat man” is agree-
ing with the Government to-day. The Go-
vernment are not attempting to benefit the
workers. They are merely hoodwinking
them with the present arvbitration system.
They are making no attempt to benefit
Queenstand. They are doing something only
to hold on to their positions in this Chamber,
and the longer thev can hold on the better
for themselves. They do not give a rap
for Queensland. I stand for arbitration;
but I stand first and foremost for arbitration
for the producer, because I believe that is
where vou must start. I am trying to show
the fallacy of the present arbitration system,
which really benefits the middleman,

Every hon. member wishes to see industrial
peace. but the great majoritv of people who
are supncred to benefit by this legislation
must admit that the benefit is a very doubt-
ful one. The milk producer is paying any-
thing from £10 to £15 per ton for fodder,
and is as “down and out’ as any person
can possibly be.  Instead of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration assisting that pro-
ducer, it hus assisted the middlersan.

Mr. Crayrox: The dairsman only receives
1s. 4d. per 1b. for butter. ’

Mr. WARREXN: I am orly shewing in one
mstance—a very litt's thing probably to a
lot of people, but a big thing to the poople
interested—that these producers, who work
at all hours of the day and night in order to
~upply the children of Brisbane with that
mreat  essential, milk, reccive very little
benefit from arbitration.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirendt: As is usual, the
hon. member for Townsville could nst make
a spesch without making a personal attack
on mysalf,

4An OrpostTioN MeMBER: You are a night-
mare to him.

. Mr. SWAYNE: The reason is to be found
in the fact that twice he has opposed my
f{l-}‘ctlon for Mirani, and twice I have defeated
him, -

QOprostrron MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. SWAYNE: Cn one of those occasions
my majority was onc of the largest that I
have ever received. He was born in the
district, I have lived there for forty vears,
and the people had the opportunity of
choosing between wus, and they chose me
instead of him.

Orrosirron Memsgrs : ITcar. hear!

Mr. BWAYNE: I referred to the disloca-
tion and loss which the sugar industry has
suffered  from  indu-trial disturbances, in
which the hon. member for Townsville was
« factor. The “ Telegraph ™ to-day has this
to say—

¢ ¢ The financial position of the Govern-
ment-controlled mills in their relationship
to the Treasury is generallv unsatisfac-
tory,’ stated the Auditor-General (Mr.
G. L. Bealj, ‘and it cannot reasonably
be expected that the Treasury should
continue to carry the losses made. I
understand that the Government has the
matter under consideration. and has
decided not to operate in 1927 three of
the mills.” ”

[Mr., Warren.
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The CGovernment contemplate closing down
three sugar-mills. " What will happen to the
saugar farmers around those mills is a ques-
tion upon which hon. members can form their
own opinion. I am afraid that what applies
to these Government mills also applies to
some co-operative mills, However, it shows
that the position of the industry is serious.
That position is largely attributable to the
industrial strife I have alluded to. There-
fore I was quite justified in referring to the
matter and making a practical suggestion
that something should be done to cope with
it. That is something which some hon. mem-
bers do not do. 'The Sccretary for Railways
has found it nccessary to introduce a Bill
enabling the Commissioner to deal with strife
in the railwavs., The hon. member for Towns-
ville referred to another industrial matter
which was really a dispute between the water-
side worlkers and the members of the Austra.
lian Workers’ Union—that at Louisa Creek.
I am not concerned with the merits of that
dispute, but what I do say is that it caused
sericuis Jloss and inconvenience to a large
number of producers, and it brought that
mill to the verge of stopping operations. It
further supports my argument that, if there
is any statesmanship on the Government side,
they will devise some method of coping with
cata=trophes of that kind.

My, COLLINS (Bowen): T listened very
aitentively to the hon. member for Mirani.
He cannot dispute the fact that in 1916 he
advised the Proserpine farmers to resist the
Dickson award.

Mr. Hyxes: He moved the sdjournment of
this House to discuss the award.

Mr. COLLINS: Yes. The farmers of the
Proserpine district have never forgiven the
hon. member for Mirani, because time has
proved him to have been a falze guide. The
hon. member urged men to disregard an
award prescribed by the court, yet he rises in
this Chamber and tries to preach a new
gospel—that the workers should at all times
abide by an award. Why did he not preach
that gospel at that time?

We all know that the Board of Trade and
Arbitration has control of the Profiteering
Prevention Act. The point I want to make
is whether price-fixing will prove beneficial
to the mass of the workers. That can be
borne out only as time rolls on., I have
waited, and I am prepared to wait, to see
if it t-nds in the direction of bringing about

the objective of this party. I do know
that there are certzin firms in Queensland
which are making enormous profits.

Mr. Krrgo: What is your objective?
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COLLINS: I shall quote from the
Brisbane “Courier 7 of 18th September,
1926, dealing with a firm by the name of
MeWhirters’ Limited. They made a profit
for the last financial year of £84,181.

My, Krrso: Is that net?

Mr. COLLINS: I am giving the exact
words reported in the * Courier”; £84,181
was distributed amongst their sharcholders
as a profit.

Mr. Kurso: Is that a net profit?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Oxder!
Mr. COLLINS: Mr. A. J. Lansdowne

suid—
‘ Another point on which I would like
to touch is the enormous increase in
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You will notice our

wages. inerease
in working expenses is £11,973. Of this
amount increases in wages represent
£11,700. This enormous increase had

to be met.”

I want to make a point there.
the profits were £84,181.

Mr. Warker: Under
ment ?

My, COLLINS: The chairman refers to
the enormous inerease in wages, and reading
on there is this statement—

“Mr. R. J. Archibald said: Now we
have a series of years where we have
seenn the profits mounting from £40,000
in 1921 to £84,000 in 1926.”

You wnotice the point, Mr. Cooper—the
enormous increase of wages—£11,700. No men-
tion of the enormous increase in profits from
£40.000 in 1921 to £84,000 in 1926! When I
read that it called to my mind a saying
by Thomas Carlyle, speaking of a cotton
manufacturer—

First of all,

a Labour Govern-

‘““ Noble spinners, this is the hundred
thousand we have gained, wherein I
mean to dwell and plant vinevards; the
hundred thousand is mine, the three and
sixpence daily was yours; adieu, noble
spinners, drink my health with this
groat each, which I give you over and
above.”

That iz practically what Mr. Lansdowne
said when he stressed the enormous inecrease
of wages of £11,000, and inferentially stressed
the small amount of profits of £84,000. The
‘hon. member for Coorcora might know of
this instance. That report puts me in mind
of a mining speculator of Gympie, a Cornish-
‘man, who on recciving a dividend from a
mine said to me, ““ You know, Mr. Collins,
a 6d. dividend is very light, but a 2d. call
is very heavy.”” (Laughter.) These people
make enormous profits, but of course they
are not enormous from their point of view.
The only thing that was enormous was
£11,700 increase in wages.

Mr. WALKER: Quote
Stewart and Sons?

about Alexander

Mr. CarTER: Quote that yourself when vou
get up.

Mr. COLLINS: The Board of Trade and
Arbitration is doing useful work. Soon after
the general election, we had a dispute on the
water front amongst the men at Bowen,
which was taken in hand by the Board of
Trade and Arbitration. That dispute was
settled, and up to the present we have had
no further trouble at that centre. Many of
these disputes can be settled if a little

common  sense  1s  exercised.

[8.30 p.m.] We have on the Board of

Trade and Arbitration men of
common sense, with the result that a decision
was given in connection with the Bowen dis-
putes from a common-sense viewpoint, and
I am told that things are working very satis-

factorily inasmuch as the port of Bowen
to-day is loading and unloading goods
as cheaply as any other port in North

Oueensland. That goes to prove that the
Board of Trade and Arbitration has done
good work in that direetion. I am satisfied
that, as time rolls on and people, especially
‘the working masses. realise the effects of
arbitration. we shall have less and less of
these industrial disputes. We are fairly free
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from industrial disputes compared with
othet countries in the world. Look at that
great country, Great Britain, and see what
is taking place there at the present time,

3r. Krrso: That is where the Marquess
of Salisbury lives. (Laughter.)

Ar. COLLINS: Ves, and it may be news
to the hon. mecmber for Nundah that the
Marquess of Sezlisbury owns land on which,
I understand, there is more than one
coalmine. TLet us contrast what is taking
place in this Uommonwealth to-day with
what is taking place in Great Britain, When
people talk about this being a land of strikes
thev are talking nothing but sheer nonsense.
In (Great Britain for the last six months there
have been a million men out on strike and
not produring anything, demanding what
thev consider their rights, and here in Aus-
tralin, cspecially in Queensland, we arc prae
ticalls free from industrial upheaval. Of
eourse I know that hon. members opposite
get alarmed if ther see half a dozen men on
strilke. 1 do not know what wonld happen
it they were in Great Britain; they would
become paralysed altogether.

Mr. Kerso: Did
Bowen?

Mr. COLLINS: We have had more than
one strike in the Bowoen electorate, and. in
snite of all the stiikes that have taken place
there, T have comc out on top every time.

vou have a strike at

T got up with the express purpose of point-
ing ou! that the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration can do good work in connection with
the inquirvy into the clothing trade, and I
hope it will get eorrect cvidence, because 1t
has the power to get it. and 1 trust that about
this time next voar we shall not be reading
in the “ Brisbane Courier” about one firm
having to par enormous increased wages and
alzso having enormous inereased profits. We
all know that the people engaged in the
elothine trade are making enormous profits,
as is shown by the balance-sheets of the
different firms publizhed from time to time.
We alt realise they are making greater pro-
fits than the man on the land, and greater
profits than the average business concern. I
am pleased to think that the Board of Trade
and Arbitration has taken the matter n
hand, and T trust that in the ncar future
we shall sec a reduction in the price of
clothing.

Mr., MAXWELT (Zoowong): The Opposi:
tion onght to be gratified at the statement
made some time ago by the Premier In con-
neetion with the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration being the proper authority to deal
with the basic wage. It scems to me that
the Covernment at last have agreed with the
arguments adduced by the Opposition during
the last session of Parliament. The amount
of ridicule that was heaped on the Opposi-
tion during the recent elections was mis-
placed, as the Government have adopted the
suggestion made by the Opposition that the
Board of Trade and Arbitration was the
proper place to decide what the basic wage
should be.

In replving to the statement made by the
hon. member for Townsville, T want to refer
to what seems to me to be a contradictory
statcment. He was dealing with Federal
statistics relating to the cost of living, which
he said were absolutely wrong because thev
were framed from information supplied by
the employers. If that is the casc—and I

Mr. Maxwell.]
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must accept the statement of the hon. member
—1 wonder how he can accept the statement
he has given, based on figures supplied by
employers, that Quecnsland has the lowest
cost of living in the Commonwealth. Accord-
ing to the hon. gentleman, the employer
cannot be so bad in his attitude towards the
employee. 1 was =omewhat struck by the
statement made by the Secretary for Labour
and Industry—whom I congratulate upon his
first appearance in introducing the Estimate
of his department—in reference to the ques-
tion of profiteering. Al I can say is that a
new prophet has arisen in the Government.
There is an old adage that “ new brooms
sweep clean,” and, according to the Minister,
now that he is the Minister the question of
profiteering is going to be dealt with by the
Board of Trade and Arbitration. At the
present time there is a gentleman occupying
the position of Drice-Fixing Commissioner—
Mr. Ferry.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :

Mr. MAXWELL: I mean that Mr. Ferry
occupied the position prior to the Board
of Trade and Arbitration taking it on. 1
am aware that, as soon as the board was con-
stituted, the members of the board took
over the control of price-fixing. It was
asserted during the election by hon. members
opposite in pamphlets which they issued that
they were going to desl with profiteering.
If profiteering was going on to the extent
they would lead us to believe, why did they
not deal with it before? That was a most
ridiculous statement for hon. members oppo-
site to malke. It is not long since we
had an Economic Commission, presided over
by Mr. Sutcliffe, a Commonwealth statis-
tical officer, for the purpose of securing
data on which to arrive at the fixation of the
basic wage; but perhaps the hon. member
for Townsville would not be prepared to
accept the opinion of a man of the statistical
ability of Mr. Sutcliffe, owing, perhaps, to
the tainted information that had been sup-
plied by the employers of Australia. Mr.
A. B. Piddington, who went into the question
of the wealth production of Queensland,
expressed a different opinion to that of the
Economic Commission in connection with
the basic wage. The determination of the
basic wage is now a function of the Board
of Trade and Arbitration. Then we find
that the Board of Trade and Arbitration,
in accordance with the Act, can hear and
determine the prices of commodities. I do
not know where all this is going to lead us.
The whole trend of this debate and the
effect of what we hear elsewhere is that,
unless a_section of industry can get. not
only a bigger amount of profit out of indus-
try, but, as has been said by the agitating
class, can secure the whole of the means of
production, they will not be satisfied. And

‘;ggfn.would not be satisfied even if they got

You are wrong.

YThe SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Who are the agitating class?

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman is
onc of them. He does not believe in Arbi-
tration Courts, although he is the Minister
in charge of this department. He believes
in a co-operative commonwealth where wages
beards and arbitration courts would be
abolished. If we are to maintain industrial
peace and stop these disputes which act
to the disadvantage of the community, we
must amend the existing law, and I hope

[Mr. Mazwell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

that even at this late hour the Government
will do something in that direction. I drew
the attention of Parliament some time ago
to the necessity for the amendment of the
Act.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
hon. member will not be in order in reading
his remarks.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not going to read
them.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
hon. member cannot discuss prospective legis.
lation or proposals for legislation on this
vote.

Mr. MAXWELL: I was pointing out
how we can obtain industrial peace, and I
was trying to advise our friends on the other
side that, if they desire to accomplish the
objective which they say they want to
achieve, they will at an early date introduce
legislation which will bring that about.
Under present conditions it is impossible
for an award to be given for any extended
period. The Act is perfectly explicit. 1
refor hon. members to section 16 (1), where
they may read the provision for themselves.
As often as ecither s union or an employer
chooses, so often can they or he approach
the court, and so keep an industry in a
state of unrest. I hope that the new Minister,
who I have said believes in a co-operative
commonwealth, will bear this in mind. If
he will only bring about such a condition
as I have in mind, I shall forgive a good
many things he has done, and believe that
he is working towards a condition of things
which makes for industrial peace in the
State of which he is a Minister of the Crown,
T am making these statements because I
believe them and because of the experiences
I have had in my business career. 1 am one
of those men—and there are numbers of
them on this side of the Chamber—whe
realise that the only way to have a peaceful
community is by having industrial peace,
and not by stirring up industrial strife, which
a section of members on the other side are
doing by their speeches and in every other
way possible.

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I desire to
reply to the statement of the hon. member
for Mirani with regard to the Dickson award.

An OprposirioNn Memsrr: He beat you
twice. (Laughter.)

Mr. HYNES: I do not bear the hon.
member any ill will for that. The clectors
of Mirani have my sympathy. (Laughter.)
1 bear no grudge against the hon. member.
There was only a small margin between us,
and I can assure hon. members that the
hon. member “ had the wind up’” on both
occasions. On 29th August, 1916, in this
Flouse, the hon. member for Mirani brought
up the matter of the Dickson award. On
page ‘125 of ¢ Hansard’ for that year the
Speaker reported that he had received the-
following letter:—
¢ 929th August, 1916.
“ The Speaker,
“ Legislative Assembly, Queensland.
“ Dear Mr. Speaker,—I desire to give
vou mnotice, in accordance with Standing
Order No. 135, when the House meets
this afternoon for the conduct of public
busincss 1 shall move its adjournment
for the purpose of debating a definite
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matter of urgent public importance—
viz., the late award in connection with
the sugar industry which is seriously
affecting the industry.

“Iam, dear Mr. Speaker,
“Yours very sincerely,
“E. SwWAYNE.”

In a lengthy speech the hon. member

attacked the award.
Mr. SwaysE: Quite justifiably.

Mr. HYNES: T had something to do with
that award. I was in the court. 'The evi-
dence that the hon. member for Mirani
brought before this Chamber was similar to
the evidence that was adduced before the
court by the person representing  the
employers in the industry.

Mr. BraxD: Do you consider it was a
reasonable award?

Mr. HYNES: Most decidedly. I take
some credit for helping to secure it. The
hon. member for Mirani denies my statement
that he was opposed to the award. He made
a lengthy speech asking the Govermment to
upset the award, in the same way as a pre-
vious Minister had upset a carting trade
award for Central Queensland. The hon.
member refers to the judge of the court in
these terms—

“He is only like a mad elephant
trampling and devastating everything
before him. I hope the Government will
use the power ther have in their hands
under section 46 to solve the present posi-
tion.  Unless they do this something
scrious will oceur.”

Mr. MAXWELL: What does that prove?

Mr. Tavror: You incited the workers to
flout awards.

. Mr. HYNES: The hon. member for
Mirani wanted the Government to exercise
some powers that he said they had under
the Act in order to defeat an award of tho
court. T know that he made certain remarks
in Mackay for the purpose of inciting the
farmers there to strike against the award. I
want to point out how inconsistent the hon,
gentleman is.  That is really my reason for
referring to this matter. The hon. member,
h»ke many other hon, members opposite,
would like industrial conditions for the
workers fixed in the same way as they were
fixed prior to the passing of any Arbitra-
tion Act. In 1906, when the first attempt was
made to regulate the wages in the sugar
industey in the Mackay district, the hon.
member for Mirani represented the employers
at the conference, and an agreement was
arrived at. The workers had to accept that
agreement because they were poorly organ-
ised at the time. There wag something done
which does not reflect any credit on the hon.
member for Mirani. Tn fixing the wage they
provided that the maximum wage should be
3s. 4d. a day. At that time the workers were
unceducated in  arbitration matters, and
these men who came fresh from the fields
did not understand the terminology of that
agreement. To me it looked like a sly piece
of work. The employers used the word
“maximum ” in place of the word * mini-
mum.”  When they provided that the maxi-
mumn rate was to be 3s, 4d. a day it meant
that the minimum rate could be anything,
or, in other words, the farmers who patd
more than 3s. 4d. a day would be * scab-
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bing.” TUnder our existing system a mini-
mum rate is fixed, and, if an employer
considers an employce is entitled to more
than the minimum rate, he is permitted to
pay in excess of that amount. I noticed
with some regret that the Board of Trade
and Arbitration in fixing wages a few weeks
back were not guided altogether by the cost
of living data upon which they based their
award. In order that future success be
assured the Board of Trade and Arbitration
and in order that industrial peace be main-
tained in our community it is absolutely
essential and imperative, that the Board of
Trade and Arbitration should give the
workers an increase whenever an increase in
the cost of living warrants it, and the in-
crease should be commensurate with the
increase in the cost of living. If that is not
done, then the workers concerned will lose
confidence in the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration. I sincerely hope that that basis will
be strictly adhered to, and that the workers
will be given a fair share in the prosperity
and the increased productivity of the indus-
tries in which they are employed. It is time
that the workers got away from the fodder
allowance. Tt is time that the workers
shared equally with the employers in the
increased prosperity of an industry. If that
is done, we shall bring about among the
workers contentment and confidence in the
Board of Trade and Arbitration.

Mr. Cravron: You did not prove anything
against the hon. member for Mirani.

Ttem (Board of Trade and Arbitration)
agreed to.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY, SCAFFOLDING, AND
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(¥on. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to
move—

“ That £31,321 be granted for ¢ Inspec-
tion of Machinery, Scaffolding, and
Weights and Measures.””’

The total increase in the vote is £1,765.
There has been additional expenditure of
£2.516 incurred in the appointment of
additional inspectors to police the Weights
and Measures Act. There are also the
usual grade increases provided under the
Public Service award. The vote for ¢ Con-
tingencies 7’ discloses a dccrease of £750.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): A good deal of
the work of these inspectors lies in my
clectorate, because there are several sugar-
mills there. The department is to be compli-
mented on having such an excellent body of
rien. I am quite safe in saying that they
do their work efficiently and with the least
possible friction. The feeling between the

inspectors and machinery owners in my
electorate is good.
Mr. MOORE {(Aubignw): I would like

some information from the Minister respect-
ing the inspectors of weights and measures.
The administration of the Act causes a good
deal of inconvenience to people in outside
districts. On what basis arc the charges
made under the Act? Supposing an inspec-
tor proceeds to a district where there are a
dozen or more scales to inspect, is that
inspector supposed to charge mileage from,
say, Toowoomba, where he comes from, io a
place 50 miles distant against every owner
of a set of scales that is inspected, or 1is
the cost divided among all the owners of

Mr, Maoore.l
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scales? 'The charges are becoming very
heavv., and the people are put to a great
inconvenience if their scales are sent away.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): The fees
are divided pro rata. If the cxpenses of
an inspector amount to £10. and he had
twenty sets of scales to Inspect, those
expenses would be divided among the per-
sons concarned,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The particular
item to which the Leader of the Opposition
has just referred is a very considerable one
in this vote, amounting as it docs to nearly
£8.000. A little more information might
be supplied by the Minister to the Com-
mittee. What vevenuc is derived from the
fees throughout the State? The cost of
administering the Acl is set down at £7.700,
and fifteen officers are engaged in adminis-
tering the Act. This #um seems a fair
amount to be expended for the supervision
of this Act throughout the Stats.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): We have been
carrying out the inspection of boilers very
efficiently for the last twenty or thirty
years, and of late I find the methods have
been vastly improved. The officer in charge
should be acquainted with that fact through
the channel of this Chamber. 'The matter of
going over a high-class boiler at the present
time is really the work of an expert, and
through the efficiency of the department
the fact arises that there is an absence of
news in our press as to explosions of boilers
in Queensland. That shows distinctly that
in regard to our big boilers the supervision
is very efficient.

Some twelve months ago, when an amend-
.ing Bill was going through this Chamber,
I drew attention to the us= of small engines
which did not come within the scope of the
Bill, which were unprotected and were really
a menace to those working them. I drew
‘attention to the fact that the Machinery
and Scaffolding Department should be given
power to act in co-ordination with the
Department of Agriculture, which should
empower its dairy experts to supervise the
many small engines used on farms. I am
pot advoeating at the present time any
additional expense, because the officers of
the Department of Agriculture could carry
out the work. Since the time when I first
mentioned the question we have had two
dreadful accidents in Quecnsland and another
in New South Wales, proving conclusively
that my argument was sound. I know what
I am talking about, as I have a first-class
engine-driver’s certificate. I claim that a
lot of these milking machines are a menace
to the children who have the duty of starting
or stopping them. They are even a menace
to an adult. who has the wit to run away
from any risk. Through the co-ordination
of the two departments I mention officers
could see that rails were erected to protect
any little ones when leaning over to do
something to the engine or to attend to a
belt—probably a twisted belt. Such action
would no doubt result in the saving of lives.
It is a_small suggestion, but a practical
one, and T hope it will have the approval
of the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A very
good idea. )

Mr. BRAND (Burrum) : Dealing with the
matter of inspectors of weights and measures
as they apply to my electorate and country

[Mr. Moore.
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towns in that electorate, these inspectors
from time to time come around and_inspect
the various weights and scales in the different
stores in the towns. Quite a number of the
scales are condemned, About a day after
the inspector arrives another gentleman with
a carriage arrives, pulls up at the railway
station, and goes round claiming to be a
man qualified to fix up those scales and
measures. The storekeepers in my clectorate
have a strong suspicion that there is some-
thing in common between the inspector and
the man who comes along later to adjust
the scales. If they do not have their work
done by that man, their scales are not going
to be stamped. I ask the Minister if the
Chief Inspector will make inquiries to ascer-
tain if there is any collusion between the
inspectors and these individuals.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): Replying
to the hon. member for Windsor, the amount
of revenue secured as fees in connection with
the Weights and Measures Act for the year
1925-26 was £6,740 3s. 3d.

With regard to the matter raised by the
hon. member for Burrum, I understand from
the Chief Inspector of Weights and
Measures that certain firms do this class of
work. Surely the hon. gentleman does not
suggest that any inspector emploved by the
department would condemn any scales that
should not be condemned !

[9 p.m.]

My, Drixn: The storckeepers have-a sus-
picion about it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Suppose the denartment did not arrange for
these scales to be attended to and the unfor-
tunate storekeeper could not carry on his
trade. we should have another attack on the
department for having inspectors condemn-

ing scales and not having the nececssary
machinery o see that the sceles were
adjusted.

Mr. Erramvstone: Could not the depart-

mental officers do that work themsslves?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That is a matter that might be considered,
but I am assured by the Chicf Inspector that
evervthing is above-board. It is only in
cases where scales are condemned that they
are attended to, and it will be recognised
by bon. members that it is neressary, in the
interests of the country storekeepers, that
their scales should be put in proper order
with the least possible delay, so that they
can carry on their business.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): There is one
other matter in connection with weighis and
measures that might be locked into. ¥ think
[ am correct when I szy that the Railway
Department have their own stoff who travel
vound in one or two trucks with all the
necessary appliances for testing railway
scales and machines throughout the State. I
do not know the methods adopted by the
Department of Public Works in  having
machires and scales tested, but it might be
possible to have some co-operation between
the Railwav Department and the Department
of Public Works. If railway inspectors travel
through the various towns of the State, an
arrangement might be made for those inspec-
tors to do the work now done by the inspec-
tors of the Public Works Department. If
that were done, a good deal of money would
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e saved. I notice that £1,000 less was
received by the department than the cost of
testing scales, and it might be possible by
rome co-operation between the two depart-
ments to reduce the loss in that direction.

Mr. BRIORDAN (Burke): The suggestion
wf the hon, membeor for Windsor is a good
ona. In many cases it would be possible for
tthe inspectors connected with the Railway
Department to do the testing as well as the
work of repairing any scales that were found
out of order. On many occasions vou see the
Railway Department inspector, the weights
and measures Inipector, and three or four
other inspectors in town at the one time, and
it is about time thet the heads of the depart-
ments woke up to this and endeavoured to get
wome co-ordinaiion between the departiments
in connestion with this work. It would mean
@ big saving to the taxparers of Queensland
if this policy were adepted.

Hox., W. If. BARNES (Wynnum): I would
point out.that the Minister did nos reply to
the inguiry made by the hon., member for
‘Cooroora. I am sure it was quite uninten-
tional, but the hon. member for Cooroora
patas mest importang point in connection
with cortain machinery over which apparently
thore is no control, and he rveferred to the
fact that there was very grave danger of loss
of life in that connection. That is a most
important point, and T trust the hon. gentle-
man will furnish a reply to the guestion of
the hon. member for Cooroora.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): It is refresh-
img to find the hon. member for Cooroora
suggesting  that more vigilance should be
displayed by the officials of the department
in connection with certain machinery used
in the deivying industre.  As a rule, when
the department attempts to do anything of
this kind, the action 1+ mot with a hostile
reception. I well recollect the hon. member
for Cooroora calling attention to this matter
when the Inspection of Machinery and Scaf-
folding Bill was before this Chamber. When
inspectors are going round the districts they
give instructions with regard +to this
machinery. and. if there are any places in
the district of the hon. member for Cooroora
or any other hon. member where the farmers
are willing to recelve instruction., it will
be recadily given.

Mr.

thing,

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
It will not cost them anything. The inspector
will be in the district, and will be only too
glad to advise farmers as to the use of
the machinery and its control and manage-
ment.

The hon. member for Windsor and the
hon. member for Burke raised the question
of the advisability of co-ordinating the
activities of the inspectors of the Railway
Department and the inspectors of the Weights
and Measures Department in regard to the
inspection of scales. I would like to explain
for the information of hon. members that
the Weights and Measures Department con-
trolled by Mr. Henderson does all the neces-
sary testing, and the Railway Department
provides the mnecessary rvepairing staff. If
an inspector of the Weights and Measures
Department finds the scales on any railway
weighbridge out of order, he will point out
the repairs required, and the staff which

MorGan: It might cost them some-
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is under the control of the Commissioner for
Railways will effect those repairs. It has
been suggested by the hon. member for
Windsor and the hon. member for Burke
that advantage might be taken when these
inspectors are wisiting different portions of
the State to effect the repairs. I will under-
take to discuss the matter with the chief
inspector and see if anything can be done
in the direction svggested by those hon.
members,

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I would
like to kaow whether the whole of the
charges made in connection with the testing
of weights and measures finally reach the
Treasurs. I wish to ask whether the indi-
viduals who test the scales, and possibly
emplor mechanics to carry out the work, make
any charge for doing so. I am quite satisfied
that charges of a very excessive nature are
made by someone—cither by the department
or the individuals concerncd—and there is
recd to make accurats inquiry as to the
charges made and as to where the money
finds its way to. In nearly every town
neriodical investigations arc made, and fol-
lewing those investigations cxtremely high
charges arc made. I would like to know
the position in connection with this business.
The inspector evidently hands over the
repairs to 2 mechanic or someone elsa who
makes the charges. I know ¢f charges having
heen made which are positively startling.
Sometimes a charge is made for repairing
scales and the owner allows them to go out
of commission in preference to paying the
charge.

Mr.
often.

Mr. . P, BARNES: T have certain facts
and figures which would be helpful in this
matter, but unfortunately I have not them
with me. If my memory serves me cor-
rectly, in one casc it was indicated that the
charge would be £32. Of course they were
heavy seales, still the charge was excessive,
and I think we need a good deal of informa-
tion about the charges which are made in
this connection.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon, M. J. Kirwan, Prisbanc}: I hope the
hon, member is not mixing up the adminis-
tration of the department with the necessary
work of repairs. I am informed by the
Chicf Inspector that. when an inspector
visits Warwick, for instance, he inspects all
the scales used by the business people in the
course of ordinary business and chargss the
inspection fee, which is paid in to the local
petty sessions office; but, if the inspector
discovers that Brown’s scales are out of
order and directs certain repairs to be
carried out, thev are charged for by the
firm or person who carries out those repairs
and not by the department.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: The department should
regulate what those charges ought to be.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
It is quite refreshing to hear the hon. member
suggesting that we should fix prices for
repairing scales.  However, if the hon.
member has any particular case which he
thinks justifies him in saying that the charges
are excessive, and he will forward the
information to the Chief Inspector, inguiries
will be made.

Ttem (Inspection of Machinery, Scaffold-
ing, and Weights and Measures) agre=d to.

Hon. M. J. Kirwae

Mocre: People buv new ones very
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LABOUR, FACTORIES, AND WORKERS’
ACCOMMODATION.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswick):
I beg to move—

¢ That £40,328 be granted for ¢ Labour,
Factories, and Workers’ Accommoda-
tion.” ”’

The increase in this vote is made up by grade
increases, £1,000 extra for travelling ex-
penses, an increase owing to the extensgion
of the work of the inspectors, and an extra
amount of £600 for printing the * Industrial
Gazette.”” The tota) increase is £2,668.

Ttem agreed to.

THE GAS ACT OF 1916,

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich):
I beg to move—

“That £2.610 be granted for ‘The
(Gtas Act of 1916. 7
Ttem agreed to.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
CHIET OFFICE.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAI: {(Hon. .J.

Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move

¢ That £22.631 be granted for ‘ Depart-
ment of Justice—Chief Office.” ”’
Ttem agreed to.

COTURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—

“That £80.164 be granted for © Courts
of Petty Sessions.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I desire to make
some rematrks in connection with one or two
police magistrates. An extraordinary situa-
tion arose out of something that occurred
during the last elections. The matter 1s
reported in a  Mackay paper of 27th May
last. and refers to a case that was tried
in Mackay. We know that all sorts of
people attend election meetings and interrupt
and kick up a row, and in this case the
candidate hit back. I do not see anything
dreadful according to the report in the
paper. but action was taken against the
candidate. This is the report:—

“Mr. Amiet: Did defendant say,
‘There is a man in my audience here
to-night who keeps a billiard-room round
at the hotel where I sleep?—No,
defendant said, ‘ There is a certain man
in the audicnce here to-night who runs
a billiard-room not far from where I
sleep; what right has he to come here
to interject and try to break up my
meeting 7’

“ Mr. Amiet: You are sure about the

words ?—Witness: I heard them very
plainly,
“ Kxamined by Mr. Hughes, witness

said that when she heard the words she
was puzzled to know whom Mr. O’Brien
was referring to, and thought it might
have been the man who had the billiard-
room at the rear of Con Sullivan’s.
She took the words to mcan a hint to
some person to cease interjecting. When
Mr. Bradburv rose, she then thought the
remarks must have referred to him.

* * *

[Hon. D. 4. Gledson.
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“ During the course of the address and
amid interjections, he heard Mr. O’Brien
say, ‘There is a man In this audience
who runs a billiard-room not far from
where I sleep; what right has he to
interject and try to break up my meet-
ing; what stake has he in the country?’
The words, ¢ At the hotel where I sleep,
were not used.”

The prosecution was based on those words.
There does not appear to be anything very
dreadful in them. This man was inter-
jecting all the time, and an objection was
taken to the words, ‘“ What stake has he in
the country?”’ The case was tried, and the
candidate was fined £10 for making that
simple remark at an election meeting.

The AtrrorNey-GENERAL: He will never
miss it.
Mr. MOORE: It is not a question ot

whether he will miss it or not. The question
is whether it was just.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Are you prepared
to pass judgment on the matter?

Mr. MOORE: I am prepared to criticise
when I see a report like that.

The ArTorNEY-GENERAL: You cannot do
that unless vou have the whole facts. I
would not pass judgment on a newspaper
report.

Mr. MOORE: The case is very fully
reported irn the paper.

Mr. Pease: Is that O'Brien?

Mr. MOORE: Yex

My, Preasg: He descrved ten years.

Mr. MOORE: That is just the point.

Has any influence by the Government been
directed towards the police magistrate?
Because Mr. (’Brien was a candidate oppos-
ing the Secretary for Agriculture, why
should he be victimised? That is just the
remark that I cxpected from some hon.
members opposite. There is just the sugges-
tion that, because this man was opposed to
a Minister of the Crown, he did not get the
justice that he was entitled to. The Attor-
ney-General says that he will not miss the
£10. That is not the point at all. The hon.
member for Herbert says he deserved tem
years. ‘
Mr. Pease: I know him.

Mr. MOORE: Because he was opposed tor
the Minister?
Mr. Prase: Not because of that.

Mr. MOORE: It appears to me to be a

very rough sentence for something that
occurred at an election meeting.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was

This was a civil actien.

Mr. MOORE: Call it what you like; the
man was fined. He had very rowdy elec
tion mectings, and there were organised
attempts at interruption wherever he tried
to speak.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
quite untrue, and you know it to be untrue.

nct a sentence.

Mr. MOORE: I do not know it to be
untrue. I believe it to be true,
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Belief is

not evidence.

Mr. MOORE: We have a definite state-
n.ent here on which the action was basegi.
There i« a very definite statement, and I do
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ot think the Secretary for Agriculture him-
self would say that it was a very dreadful
statement to make. It seems to be a very
severe fine to impose upon a man for a
remark made at an election meeting.

Mr. Hyxms:
something more in the case than what appears
in the press. < You want to read the deposi-
tions.

Mr. MOORE: I have a press report here
of the proceedings in the police court. Wit-
nesses were called to depose to the words
which were specifically objected to. It was
a very severe sentence. What I want to
obtain from the Minister is, Was there any
suggestion that, because this man happened
to be a political adversary of a Minister, he
was victimised in this manner? He did not
seam to get justice.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
reflecting on the integrity of the magistrate 7

_Mr. MOORE: I am not, but I have cvery
right to criticise him. A magistrate is not
sacrosanct.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLIURE: You are
expected to be truthful, though.

Mr. MOORE: I am truthful.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Your
statement is the reverse of truthful. You
have no right to criticise a magistrate on a
report appearing in the press.

Mr. MOORE: I have my rights as a
member of this Chamber, and as Leader of
the Opposition. I am quoting the case from
the newspaper reports.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
inferences are indecent.

Mr. MOORE: I make no inferences. I
said that I wanted to know whether this was
vight. In my opinion, it was wrong.

Mr. PrasE: He had the right of appeal it
he was not satisfied.

Mr. MOORE : He has the right of appeal,
but what prospect has he of appealing against
someone with a bottomless pocket?

Mr. PrasE: You refer to Mr. Bradley; he
krows all about it.

Mr. Hyxzs: He had the National Union
behind him, with their hundreds of theusands
of pounds. (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: If the hon. member for
‘Townsville only knew the stupidity of his
remark, he would not make it, for there was
not a ‘“bob” in the treasury of the National
Union, yet he talks about hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds! ’

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Order !

Mr. PrasE: Bradley had plenty of money
to spend.

My, O'KeefE: What about the gentleman
you took up North with you during the by-
election ?

O'I(;he TEMTPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
rder !

Mr. MOORE: What I am objccting to,
and what serms to me to be unfair, is the
harsh sentence passed on the man. I want
to ascertain from the Minister whether there
is any suggestion that, because this man was
a political opponent, he was fined a greater
amount than he otherwise would have been.
It is an unfair position.

Mr. Prase: He has the right of appeal.

Your
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It was

The SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE :
damages that were awarded.

Mr. MOORE: The remark was perfectly
harmless, I am at a loss to see the least
damage that was done to the individual.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: You are
trying the case.

Mr. MOORE:
the judgment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
taking an ex parte view, and giving a verdict.

Mr. MOORE: I am not. I am quoting
the remarks attributed to the man.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
admit that you have not the facts?

Mr. MOORE :
were published.

Mr. Dasu: In what paper?

Mr. MOORE: The “ Mackay Mercury.”

Mr. PessE: A good old Tory paper.

Mr. MOORE: It does not matter what it
is; it is a perfectly legitimate paper. On
the cvidence the verdict was excessive. If
the Minister was not here when I read the
words, I will do so again.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
all you said.

AMr. ZIO0ORE : This is the evidence—

“ There is a cerfain man in the audi-
ence here to-night who runs a billiard-
room not far {rom where I sleep; W_hat
right has he to come here and interject
and try to break up my meeting? What
stake has he in the country?”

There is nothing one can take exception to
in that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULITRE: You have
not all the evidence there.

Mr. MOORE : According to the newspaper,
those are the words that he was prosecuted
ror.

Mr. ITawtrey: No court would accept that
clipping as evidence.

Mr. MOORE:
evidence.

Myr. HartLey: Then you have no evidence.

Mr. MOORE: I have the cvidence of the
press as to the words that were used.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Order!

Mr. MOORE: From the evidence of the
press, I cannot see anything in the remarks
that is likely to do harm to the plaintiff?

Mr. Prise: Why did he not appeal?

Mr. MOORT : He had no money to appeal.

Mr. Pressg: Bradley had thousands of
pounds.

Mr. MOORE : Mr. Bradley was not_being
sued. Mr. Bradley was not connected with
the incident.

Mz, Prase: Mr. Bradley was with him.

Mr. MOORE : I beg to differ from the hon.
member. He knows perfectly well, if he
knows anything—I doubt whether he knows
much—that Mr. Bradley had nothing to do
with the matter.

Mr. MaxweiL: The hon.
Herbert would say anything.

Mr. MOORE: I am merely bringing the
facts of the case before the Attorney-General.

Myr. Moore.]

I am not. I am criticising

You

I can read the words that

I heard

I do not say that it was

member for
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
trouble is that you have not quoted the
whole of it by any means. The case was
continued for a period, and a further report
appeared in the paper. You are quoting only
half of it

Mr. MOORE : Whatever the further report
was, those are the words which were alleged
to be defamatory. That man was fined
£10, and it seems to me that the fine was
excessive and that there was a certain amount
of political spleen in the matter.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Fliaders): I am really amazed at
the attitude adopted to-night by a responsible
member of this Chamber such as the Leader
of the Opposition. It is simply astounding
that a man in the position of the hon. mem-
ber should bring the courts of justice—
(Opposition laughter).

Mr. BRAND: Injustice!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Into the
arena of party politics. Here is an hon,
member who, ten minutes ago, received this
sereed from one of his supporters—a screed
from the ‘* Mackay Mercury,” locally known
as the ‘“ Mackay Muckery ’—getting up and
making these astounding statements. I am
not conversant with the case, and am not
here to pass judgment on it. The Leader
of the Opposition is not in possession of the
facts and is not competent to judge. I want
to hurl back in the testh of the Leader of
the Opposition the dirty insinuation he made
that the police magistrate in Mackay was
influenced in his judgment by this party.
Bince I have been Attorney-General—and
that is seven years—no police magistrate has
received any suggestion from this party
as to how he should act. Fvery magistrate
has had a free and untrammelled right to
do as he thought fit. I have had to stand
up to a good deal of criticism from the
press  and elsewhere because of certain
decisions from different police magistrates,
but, in spite of that criticism, I believe in
the main the decisions of the police magis-
tgates have been sound. I have sufficient
confidence in Mr. Gallagher, the Police
Magistrate at Mackay, to believe that, when
all the facts in this case have been investi-
gated, his decision will be found to have
been sound.

The SBECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: He is
a man with a long and meritorious service.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I desire
to say quite frankly that, so far as I can
]udgg} in connection with Mr. Gallagher’s
association and record, no man can accuse
him of ever being a Labour man. I do not
say that to the discredit of the man, but
now that the question of politics has been
raised in connection with the courts of justice
—a base thing for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to do—I have no hesitation in saying
that Mr. Gallagher has never been associated
with the Labour party or regarded as a sup-
porter of that party.

Mr. XEL80: Has he ever been a supporter
of the National party?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
prepared to say that.

Mr. Kerso: Then you are judging without
being in possession of the facts of the case.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not
stupid enough to judge the case without
having the facts. I am quite prepared to

[ M. Moore.
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make an inquiry, and the Leader of the
Opposition would have been wise had he
asked me to malke an inquiry and made no-
further comment. It is astounding that the
Leader of the Opposition should rise, after
five minutes’ consideration of a screed that
appeared in the provincial press, and suggest
that the Government have been guilty of
political interference with justice, by influ-
encing a police magistrate. The hon. mem-
ber WouI(F have been fired out on his head
from some Parliaments for making such a
gross charge.
3Ir. MoreaN: Don’t get excited.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not
prepared to judge the case without knowing
the facts, and until the contrary has been
proved I am prepared to support the decision
of the police magistrate, who is in a respon-
sible position. No person would be allowed
to make an attack on a judge under cover
of the Estimates, and he should not be
permitted to make an attack on a police
magistrate. I am surprised at the Leader
of the Opposition for doing such a thing.

[9.30 p.mn.]

No wonder his party are in opposition,
and, so long as men in that position adopt
such despicable methods, so long will they
remain in opposition,

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): Mr. Cooper
Mr. Hysms: Are you sorry?

Mr. MOORE: Sorry! What for? The
Attorney-General only proved what I have
eaid, that no political candidate will have
the right to reply to interjectors. He is
placed in the position that, 1f he is holding
a meeting, no matter how much he is inter-
rupted or what insults are hurled at him, if
he replies, he will be liable to be taken te
court for a harmless interjection and fined.
It is not right that a member of Parliament
should be placed in such a position. We
all know what we have to put up with at
political meetings. We know that a certain
amount of license is allowed to people to
tnterject, and I certainly think a candidate
should not be placed in such a position.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Order!

Mr. MOORT: This is a most serious thing.

The Arrorxey-GENEraL: It is
scandalous charge.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member cannot discuss the rights
of candidates under this vote.

VMr. MOORE: The position is a most
scrious one. I brought this up with a very
definite purpose of ventilating what I con-
sider to be a wrong. I have here a definite
case, and I am perfectly prepared to accept
the definite printed statement which appears
in a responsible paper.

a most

Mr. Hyxes: An irresponsible paper.

Mr. MOORE: The mere fact of the
Attorney-General getting up and calling it
a ‘“ Muckery ”’ does not prove that the paper
is bad.

The Arrorwey-GEXERAL: It does not prove
that it is right.

My, MOORE: This is a responsible paper,
and I am perfectly willing to accept what
is printed in if.
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The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL: You are deciding
the case on a printed report.

Mr. MOORE: I am prepared to take
what is printed in this paper as the record
of the court, because I know how careful
newspapers have to be.

Item (Courts of Petty Sessions) agreed to.

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—
“That £14,621 be granted for ‘ Elec-
toral Registration.’ ”

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I have a matter
that I wish to bring forward in regard to
a happening at the last elections. The day
after the elections two lady voters 11 my
clectorate were notified that they had not
recorded their votes, and they were asked
for an explanation.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: That case is really
sub judice, as a prosecution may follow.

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to bring
it before the Committee, and the only reason
I am bringing the matter forward is that
it is three months now since the incident
occurred, and I have not yet been informed
as to what has happened in that case.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: I can tell you what
has happened.

Mr. MORGAN: I am satisfied so long as
the matter is being fully investigated, but
[ think I should have received some infor-
mation from the department as to how things
are going.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
MMullan, Flinders): 1 should like to inform
the hon. member that, when we received
his letters, we immediately took the matter
up and wrote to the man concerned to make
inquiries. The person who was charged by
the ladies referred to was absent through
illress, and it took some time to get a
letter threugh. Now we have received a
reply from that individual with which we
are not by any means satisfied, and we have
sent back again to the rcturning officer for a
further report from him, and instructing
him to interview the ladies mentioned and
get statements from them. When these come
to hand we shall be in a position to decide
the matter. The hon. member for Murilla,
if he so desires, can see the papers in con-
nection with the matter in the department
at any time, but I advise him to allow the
matter to stand at this stage, because it
may yet lead to a prosecution.

Mr. Morean: Thank you very much. I
don’t want to go any further.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would like
to ask the Minister if he has any evidence
of any plural voting at the last election,
and, if so, whether he intends to take action
with regard to it.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I have no definite evi-
dence of plural voting. The only evidence I
have is that in a surprisingly small number
of cases returning officers gave the usual
returns to the effect that certain electors
appeared to have voted twice, but it
does not follow from that that they have
done so; in fact, from the inquiries made all
the evidence goes to show that it was an
error on the part of the poll clerks in

(Hon. J.
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checking off the wrong names. On that
evidence we could not sue anybody. The
number of votes affected in regerd to the
whole of the State is surprisingly small.

Mr. Crayron: Thank you.

Mr. KELSO (¥undah): It would be very
interesting to discuss for a few minutes the
question of the representation, or want of
representation, as regards the rolls. I find
that the enrolment of the electors on 9th
April, 1926, was 478,302, and the number of
adults in Queensland on 31st March, 1926,
was 472.171. The number on the Common-
wealth roll on 30th April, 1926, was 449,061,
It will be noticed that there is a great dis-
parity between the number on the Common-
sealth roll in April this year, 449,061, as
compared with the number on the roll in
Queensland at practically about the same
time—9th April, 1926—namely, 478,302.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know the
reason for that, of course. A large number of
people cannot get on the Federal roll because
they have not lived sufficiently long in any
one place.

Mr. KELSO: The figures show that at the
1926 elcction the cnrolment excceded the
total number of adults in Queensland by
6,131, which is rather anomalous. The main
cause of this trouble probably is the fact that
the Elections Act of 1915, section 32 (3), pro-
vides that an objection to enrolment on the
ground that an elcctor does not live in the
district cannot succced unless it also shows
that the person objected to—firstly, does not
live in Queensland, and secondly, has obtained
enrolment for some other district. It is very
difficult to prove the first ground, and also
the sccond, because very often a person uses
a different name to get on the roll. I would
like to emphasise the distribution of the
electors. We know that after the election the
Attorney-General published a statement in
the press which was no doubt satisfactory
from the point of view of the Government.

The ATTORNEY-(GENERSL: It was never chal-
lenged, and you cannot challenge it mnow.
You may criticise it, but you cannot chal-
lenge it.

Mr. KELSG: I want to deal with the
matter as far as possible without any heat.
The Electoral Districts Act of 1910 provides
for a guota, as hon. members know, of one-
seventv-second of the' total enrolment, and
also & margin of one-fifth above and below
the quota. When the Act was brought into
operation it was intended that an advantage
should be given to the country electorates—
that is to say, all city electorates were to be
above the quota, and country elcctorates were
to be below the quota. The rolls for the 1926
clection disclose the official quota to be 6,643.

We find the following result:-—
Above the quota—

Opposition 20 out of 29 seats.

Government 18 out of 43 seats.
Below the quota—

Opposition 9 seats.

Government 25 seats.

[ am pointing out a disparity which I think
should be rectified in the near future, and
I want to impress on the Attorney-General
that he should move in this connection.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You might not
like my move.

Mr. KELSO: We want the thing done
according to the Elections Act. Allowing for

Mr, Kelso.]
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the statutory margin, we get the following ELEcTIONS, 1926,
result :— ) Results in the sixty-three contested
Above the maximum— electorates, allowing the few Independent
Opposition ... 10 candidates’ votes to the party declared
Government .. 3 for— Labour Opposition
Below the minimum— Votes. Votes.
Opposition 1 Albert ... 2,152 4,753
Government L. 12 Aubigny ... 1700 .. 387
— Balonne ... 2271 1,721
26 Bowen ... 3,273 2,410
Bremer ... 3,888 1,988
In April last there were twenty-six elec- Brisbane ... 2,723 1,832
torates, over one-third of the total, outside Bulimba ... 5,512 3,663
the legal statutory limits. If the Attorney- Bundaberg 4,158 2,844
General does not think the time is ripe for Buranda ... 3,971 .. 2,019
action, let him consider those figures. Burnett ... 2,283 3,763
But let me quote some more figures to ]%u}'rum - BT1E 3,811
prove my argument. The average number Cairns .. 4,544 2,302
of electors was as follows:— Qill‘nal“\'on 2,607 ... 3,054
Opposition electorates .. 1,328 v %;‘iegfs 2951 1.365
Government electorates 6,180 Chillagoe .. 2537 .. 1992
e
Now let us take the polling figures, allow- Dalby ... L1842 .. 3529
ing for the few Independent candidates and Eacham ... 2,965 2,794
counting their votes for the party they Bast  Too- '
declared for, because it is pretty well known woomba... 2,869 .. 3,81
which party an Independent would vote for. Enoggera ... 8,463 5,485
In the sixty-three contested seats—this is Fitzroy ... 3,787 .. 2,69
the true test which shows the will of the Flinders ... 1,342 ... 695
people—the following was the result :— Fortitude
Votes Seats Valley ... 3,862 .. 2,286
g . Gy i . 2,795 2,108
QOpposition ... 189,830 26 H‘Lllnbléﬁ .. 379% 2,827
Government ... 186706 ... 31 Ipswich ... 3,702 ... 2,880
So that, while the Opposition secured a Ithaca ... 4,401 2,747
majority of 3,124, votes, the Government Kennedy ... 3,122 3,099
secured a majority of eleven scats. Is that K“l‘fmv
not a sufficient anomaly to warrant some ,Gw‘le .. 3,882 3,267
action? Allowing for the other nine seats Keppel ... 3351 .. 2404
proportionately to the results at the last Kurilpa .. 2861 .. 3580
contested election, the figures still leave a Leichhardt ?,565 1,618
majority for the Opposition., (Government Lockyer ... 1,442 3,922
laughter.) I can remember the sort of cock- };ogun .o 4804 4’QZO
a-hoop way in which the Attorncy-General T\Iackay 3’648 1,888
put in the papers a statement that the Maranoa ... 2,514 o 2,072
Llabour party got a majority at the last %aree oo 3,407 5,395
ion. Mary-
election L porough 3,628 .. 2,490
Now let me quote the individual figures. Merthyr 3666 3 043
As I have said, the total for Labour was Mirani ... 2.690 2936
186,706 votes, and they got forty-three seats. Mt. Morgan 2:581 1;310
Mr. Wrir: How many unopposed ? MkL)lnding- 1174 1465
- urra ... , .
Mr. KELSO: Never mind how many were Murilla ... 1,934 2,673
unopposed.  (Government laughter.) The Murrumba 1,689 4,326
true test is to be found in the contested seats, Nanango ... 2,065 3,910
where electors had a chance to show exactly Normanby 1,826 2,389
what they wanted. I have not the slightest Nundah ... 3.353 4,860
hesitation in saying that, if the other seats Oxley ... 8,592 5,479
were treated in the same way, the balance Queenton ... 2,069 1,635
would be still greater in favour of our side. Port Curtis 2,945 2,769
The Attorney-General knows as well as any- Rockhamp-
body else that, at election time, if you have ton ... 3.088 1,473
a majority and more seats are contested, the Rosewood 3,422 2,518
tendency is to make your majority bigger. Sandgate ... 3,185 4,739
The Opposition got 189,830 votes, but only Scuth Bris-
ﬂ?{venfay-ngne seats. Ts not such an unequal bane ... 3.006 2,907
distribution of scats disgraceful? Stanley ... 2,171 3,699
7 rong 2
I do not know what your practice is Mr. %‘32222&1{)% %g?g g’g?ﬁ
Clooper, but I have some statistics that S ! ’
would like inserted in © Hansard ”’ without %Vowlnys_wl]le g%gg %’gg
being read. Wide Bay 1567 .. 4392
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I would Windsor ... 3193 4,463
ask the hon, member to read his statistics. Wynnum ... 2777 4,456
_ Mr. KELSO: I have no objection to read- Total votes 186,766 1?5;3,830
ing them. These are the figures— Seats 37 26

TMr. Helso.



Supply.

Let me make a few contrasts to prove my
argument. The following table shows the
aumber of electors on the various electorates

GOVERNMENT.

. No. on

Roll.

Brisbane 5,907
Seuth Brisbane 6,759
Paddington 6,849
Tthaca . 7,880
Kelvin Grove 7,845

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: What does this

prove ?

Mr. KELSO: It proves that in many elec-
torates represented by hon. members opposite
she number of elcctors was far less than the

GOVERNMENT.

No. on

Roll.
Ipswich . 7,153
Rockhampton 5,322
Townsville 5,301
Mackay 6,044
Gympie 5,307
Bowen 0,401
Balonne 5,116
Barcoo 5,786
Bremer 6,508
Burke R .. 4,278
Charters Towers 4,123
Chillagoe 4,722
Clook 4,594
Flinders 2,730
Gregory . 3,914
Leichhardt 5,028
Maranoa 5,375
Mitchell 4,973
Queenton 4,337
Warrego 4,931

Hon. members will have an opportunity of
perusing this table at their leisure.. They
will see that the Labour party have so fixed
the electorates that in many instances they
represent electorates containing many less
voters than electorates represented by mem-
bers of the ngosition.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
here?

How did we get

Mr. Kegr: By gerrymandering the rolls.

Mr. KXELSO: I have already shown that
on the total number of votes cast at the
recent election we had a majority of votes.

At 9.55 p.m.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN said:
Under the provisions of Sessional Orders
agreed to by the IHouse on 29th July and
12th October, I shall now leave the chalr,
and make my report to the House.

The House resumed.
The

gress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m.
1926—4 m

TempPoBARY CHAIRMAN reported pro-
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represented by the Government and the
Opposition: -

OPPOSITION.
No. on

Roll.
Logan 9,965
Windsor 8,417
Toowong 8,967
Oxley 9,903
Sandgate 8,842

number in electorates represented by mem-
bers_of the Opposition. In many cases the
maximum allowance of 20 per cent. above
the quota was exceeded in the electorates
represented by the Opposition—

OPPOSITION.

No. on

Roll.
Nundah 8,938
Enoggera 9,679
Toombul 8,023
Mirani 6,426
Nanango 7,033
Coorovora 5,528
Albert 7,748
Burnett 6,763
Burrum 6,185
Carnarvon ... 6,494
Dalby 6,292
Cunningham 6,283
Aubigny 6,062
Fassifern ... 6,710
Normanby ... 4,820
Stanley 6,596
Murrumba 6,935
Murilla 5,399
Lockyer . 5,757
Wide Bay ... 6,732





