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THURSDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1926. 

The SnAKEil (Hon. \V. Bcrtram, 2fiaree} 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

nl'E?d:BER SWORN. 
Mr. vVilliam John Welli"';ton, having 

taken the oath and subscribed the roll, took 
his scat as member for the electoral district 
of Cho,rters Towers. 

QUESTIOKS. 
RAILWAY STATISTICS IN RE C\TII\IAGE OF STAI\V­
ING STOCK AND FODDEil FOH STARVING STOCK. 

:Wr, LLEWELYN (7'oowoomba}, for Mr. 
Bedford (1Varrcgo), asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. 'What a re the figures of starving 
stock and fodder for starving stock car­
ried on the State raihn vs from 1st 
January to 30th June, 1926? 

"2. What is t.he ('c;timate of figures 
under the same headings for July, 1926? 

"3. vVhat concessions on normal rates 
do the rates charged rcpreseot? 

" 4. Will the Minister supply a 
schedule of mileage over which starving 
stock were carried . 

" 5. During the period, January to 
June, what was the train mileage? 

" 6. \)hat \Vas the train mileage for 
July?" 

The SECRET)tRY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" 1 to 6. During t.he seven months 
ended July, 1926, 2,011,620 sheep, 17,998 
cattle, and 220 hors'"' (approximately) 
were carried to relief country. Seventy­
three thousand two hundred and seventy­
five tons of fodder wore conveyed to 
starving stock. 'l'he rebate is now 27.27 
per cent. on ordinary re,tes. I submit 
details of mileages, which show t,hat 
starving stock have been c:uried 1 336 
miles from station to station. The t~ain 
mileage for the six months (1st January 
1926, to 30th June, 1926) was 6,311,791: 
and for July, 1,214, 741 (approximate). 

Mileagcs Starving Sheep have been 
Conveyed. 

Julia Creek-Brooklands 
Whitewood-Proston , .. 
Whitewood-W al!angarra 
Glenstuart-Stanthorpe ... 
Darr-Dalveen ... 
Longreach-Gore , .. 
Yalleroi-Dirranbandi ... 
Ilfracombe-Charleville .. . 
Aramac-Karara .. . 
Longrea ch-Dirranbandi 
Ilfracombe-Dirranbandi 
Dartmouth-Dalbv 
Morell a-Muckadilla 
Darr-Gore ... 
Aramac-Goondiwindi ... 
Longreach-Stanthorpe ... 
Longreach-J ondaryan ... 
Morella-Dirranbandi .. , 
Emerald-Dirranbandi ... 
Aramac-Dirranbandi . 
Longreach-Gooncliwindi 
Morella-W allangarra ... 

?\umber 
of 

MiJr,. Sheep. 
1,192 5,612 
1.077 2.800 
1,336 2,956 

990 .. , 3.356 
1,027 2,256 
1,027 ' .. 6,500 
1,159 7,310 
1,290 8.666 

994 7,110 
1,239 ... 26,800 
1,222 .. ,17,330 

946 3,556 
1.208 .. ' 2.156 
1.046 ' .. 3,000 
1,083 8,620 
1,021 7,910 

952 5,390 
1,279 6,310 

978 8.320 
1,215 3,000 
1,108 2,160 
1,087 ... 4,160" 

GOYEI\NMENT EMPLOYEES RECEIVING No BENE­
FIT UN DEll BASTO WAGE ACT OF 1925. 

Mr. MOOHE (.:tubigny) asked the Pre­
mier-

" IIow n1.any rnale and ferna!c: GDvern­
ment employees, respectively, on salaries 
between the basic wage and £300 per 
annurn are rccuivin.:· ~ o benefit undt_r the 
Basic Wage Act of 1925, the basic wage 
increases granted in pursuance of that 
Act being merged in automatic increases 
'·''hich were due under the existing salary 
seale' prior to the operation of that 
Act?" 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, , 
Cairus) r~plied-

" The information is being obtained.'' 

SELECTIO!>< OF ScHOOL S!TF', BIL,ILLA 'I'owN 
(CALLIDE). 

1\h. CORSER (Burnctt) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" Will he intervene in the apparent 
deadlock existing between his department 
and the Department of Public Instruc­
tion in the matter of providing a suitable 
school site at Bilalla town (Callide), where 
the site offered is considered by the 
Education Departm'ent as unsuitable, 
have enumerated reasons and appealed 
for another site in April last?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) replied-

" There is no deadlock; negotiations 
between the two departments are pro­
ceeding.'' 

PICKETING ARRAXGE.,IENTS IN CoNNEGTIO?i' WITH 
THnEATENED TRAMWAY STRIKE. 

Mr. KING (Logan), for Mr. SWAYNE' 
(111'irani), asked the Premier-

" 1. As in connection with the 
threatened strike of Uamway employees, 
it is reported by the press that a system 
of picketing has been arranged for, has 
he taken steps to prevent interference 
with anyone pursuing lawful occupations 
or travelling on public thoroughfares? 

"2. It is most prejudicial to the public 
that there should be any hindrance of 
those who are working in accordance 
with the conditions of an industrial 
award? 

" 3. Is he prepared to protect, from 
insult or injury those who are?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. I am not prepared to 
an,•wer questions based on a set of sup­
posititious circumstances; nor would it 
help in the settlement of an industrial 
dispute by conciliatory methods for me 
to indicate at this stage what steps the 
Government would take to deal with a 
position of affairs and breaches of the 
law which exist only in t.he mind of the 
hon. member.'' 

REPORT BY PuBLic WoRKs CoMMISSIOK ox 
lNGLEWOOD-TEXAS AND MILMEilRAN-
KOOROONGAilRA RAILWAYS. 

Mr. COSTELLO ICarna1·von) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. In view of the announcement that 
the Public Works Commission nil/ be 
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reporting on the proposed Inglewood­
Texas Railway, about what date will the 
Commission visit this district in connec­
tion with this matter? 

"2. Will the Government also instruct 
the Commission during their visit to that 
part of the State to report on the pro­
posed Milmerran-Kooroongarra, Rail­
way?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Kepp'el) replied-

" 1. The matter is under consideration. 
" 2. The suggestion will be considered." 

ME~!BERS OF pARLIAMENT IN RECEIPT OF SPECIAL 
TRAVELLING EXPENSES DURING RAILWAY 
STRIKE IN 1925. 

Mr. COSTELLO (C!arnarvon) asked the 
Premier-

" What members of Parliament were 
paid special expenses or allowances with 
respect to travelling during the railway 
strike in 1925, a.nd the amount in each 
case?" 

The PR-EMIER (Hon. W. McGormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" Mr. D. Weir, £21; Mr. E. J. 
Llewelyn, £2 lOs.-Total, £23 10s." 

DELAY IN APFOINTMENT oF GovERKOR. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO::-.IE (Oxley) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. What is the usual procedure when a 
vacancy occurs in the Governorship of 
Quecmsland 9 

"2. 'When did the late Governor's leave 
of absence expire? 

" 3. \Vhat is the cause of the delay in 
filling the position?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. The appointment is made by His 
Ma-jesty th<' King. Prior to the issue of 
the Comniission of Appointment, the 
name of the proposed appointee is com­
municated to this Government. 

"2. 26th March, 1926. 
" 3. Cable a-dvice in to-day's news­

papers would indicate that official circles 
in Great Britain hold the view that there 
has been no undue delay in making such 
appointment; if there has been any un­
due delav this Government is totallv 
unaware ~f the cause." V 

NU:Y!BER OF PERSONS KILLEO AKD IK!l:RED OK 
QUEENSLAND RAIL WAYS, 1923-1924. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) a,ked t-he Secre­
tary for Railways--

" 1. vVbat number of people wen kilkd 
and injm0d during thf' year ended 30th 
Junf'. 1924? 

" 2. Wh, "\vas thi8 inforn1ation not 
available ·for publication in the officia: 
VL·ar book of the Commonwealth of 
Australia?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. LarcDmbo, Kt z;pel) replied-

" 1 and 2. FiftPcn killed. X umber of 
injured not supplied for 1924 because of 
ahsenrP of unifDrm basis. See explana­
tion I gave last year as reportpd in 
· Hansard.' Figures were supplied for 
1924-1925 on uniform basi•.'' 

CATTLE FREIGHTS ON QUEENSLAND R-AILWAYS. 

Mr. BRAND (Burrum), without notice, 
asked the hon. member for Murilla.-

" Is the Minister for Railways correct 
in stating that ' Cattle freights in 
Queensland are the lowest in the 
Con1monwealth ?' '' 

Mr. MORG_\N (,Wurilla) replied-
" No, as usual he is wrong. (Laughter.) 

The following figures obtained from the 
Railway Department, Queensland, and 
the \Vestern Australian Government Ra-il­
ways goods rates book, dated 1st De­
cember, 1925, disclose that for 100 miles 
Queensland's charge for an eight-wheeled 
truck is £7 15s. 6d., Western Australia 
£7 10s. For 200 miles, Queensland, 
£13 lls. 3d. ; Western Australia, £12 10s. 
For 300 miles, Queensland, £17 18s. 5d.; 
.. Western Australia, £17 10s. 

" In \V estern Australia a rebate of lloi; 
per cent. is allowed from the above 
guotat_ions on store cattle and sheep for 
fat'tmmg purposes and 25 per cent. if 
forwarded in trucks that would other­
wise run empty. Consignors of all cattle 
consisting of ten or n1ore trucks are 
allowed 10 per cent. rcb·,te. 

" These concessions are not obtainable 
in Queensland." 

The SPEAKER : Order ! It is a breach 
of privilege to ask a question of an hon. 
member for the purpose of enabling that 
hon. member to make a speech. 

QUESTIOK OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. KERR (l,'noggera) : I desire to take 

advantage of Standing Order 150 and raise 
a question of privilege. Before I state my 
case I would like to quote from "May," at 
page 304. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:Mr. KERR: 1\h case is that yesterday I 
asked a question" of the Home Secretary. 
and I now desire to state that. the Home 
Secretary deliberate! v evaded the question 
which r· asked. . 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. KERR: The question of privilege is 
that the question that I asked has been 
evaded in this House, and I have facts to 
prove it. 

The HmrE SEcRETARY : That IS not. true. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. KERR: I quite rea.lise--

The SPEAKER: Order ! No question of 
privilege is involved. I should like to point 
out to the hon. member for Enoggera that, 
whil~ I have some control over the form 
in which questions are asked, I have n•) 
control over the replies which Ministers may 
make to them. 

Mr. KERR: It is lowering the ~ignit-y of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member has 
a grievance, he will have the opportunity of 
yentilating it on some other occasion. 

Mr. KERR: It is impossible to get proper 
information from the Government in reply 
to questions. 



AddTess in Reply. [19 AuousT.] Address in Reply. 22;) 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESC\IPTION OF DEBATE-FIFTH ALLOTTED DAY. 

:'\Jr. ELPHINSTONE (O:r/, p): ~he most. 
ren1arkablo phenon1enon I knovv _In recent 
vearii is the picture of the Prenncr before 
and since the last election. Before the 
election in Mav la··t he toured Queensland 
as..:;uring cvor:,;one that cYcrything was 
•·n.K .. " that Queensland was on her best 
behaviour, .and that th<' only. t.hillg that re­
quired to be done was the mtroductwn of 
'·.·)Ille rnoro humanitarian lcgiF]atjon, arret 
that otherwise he was delighted with every· 
thing. Queensland took him at ·hrs word 
and returned his party to power. \Ve have 
now an oxt.raordinary change. \Ve sc·e ~he 
hen. gentleman turning round. an? tellm_;~ 
Qurcnslanders ho\Y they arc ll11SUSing then~ 
powers, that they have to tLtrn over a ne.w 
loa! and make many and vanr•rl changes m 
tlwir methods of conducting thrir businesses 
or otherwise he is going to de:tl with them. 
It rather reminds one of the gentleman who 
is courting a lady. He assuL< her that she 
i' the most ~wonderful being and that every· 
thing she does is perfect. bnt immediately 
he has wed her the bridegroom hangs up 
his trousers and assures the bride that in 
future tho~" trousers arp the symbol of 
authorit:c. (Laughter.) I am not going to 
a<'r:-U~·l' the Premier of ha.Ying gone throuo-h 
that nrocedure~(renewed laughter)-bnt his 
actiDr~s then and 11ow certainly remind one 
nf it. 

Sneaking for myself, I wonld like to say 
that I ent.irelv endorsp the Y.cmd,, of IYicdom 
which the P;.cmicr is now doling out to 
Qw 0IBland. \Ve have to strike out abso· 
l molv what be has ,caid before a~nd t'lke him 
,,s the nc-..v-born Pn:rnier v.Th0 r2;-1Jiscs his 
responsibiliti s and the re'·POn'ibilitics of 
Queensland. I "m JHCJ,ared to take hnn at 
that vnluat.ion. The Opposition vciil be only 
too delighted to assist him to exorcise that 
control which we all considPr is so highly 
<''Bfcntial. The Oppc·,iiion Yvill b~ prepared 
to assist him in his endeavour to bring about 
a satisfactory settlement. in c;uecnsland. 

Since the opening of this o,cssion the 
Prf•mior has made \ ariou:;; :-:statc:nent.,, and 
I propose to cxprcc:s certain vir \\S in rc';ard 
to them. He stated that certain peoplE' took 
more money out of conlHH_"'rce a d industry 
than they wore entitled to. That is per­
fectly true, Tho hon. gontlc~1nan rnust adn1.it 
that for years past \Ye han' argued from this 
side of the House that that surt. of thing 
exists, and that, while it cxistc, the economic 
situation of Queensland must be adv.crselY 
affected. That is ''chv we have advanced 
re pea tcdly the argumei1t that. we cannot get 
back to a sound economic footing until we 
adopt a system of payment b:, results 
whereby n rnan antually receiYF~ into his 
pock('! the cash representing the relative 
amount of production that he is responsible 
for. The Premier agreed with that view in 
an abstract sense, and the inference is that 
every person in Queensland, including every 
cmplover, should be paid strictlv in accord· 
a.nce with the remlt he produce,'. If. as the 
Premier suggests, eYery individual "·ho does 
his whack should receive his full due. then 
it will be all the bet.ter for Qucomland. and 
the State will quickly rid itself of the 
economic pre,snre that is making itself felt 
at the present time. 

The hon. gentleman also stat('d that there 
was an excessive ostentatious display of 
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luxury on the pa.rt of those who regard them­
solve~ as the intelligentia. I do not wish 
to be unkind, but .it is remarkable that. those 
who have reached financial affluence as a 
result of climbing on the backs of labour 
are those who show more ostentation of 
luxurv than those who have> bP~n bred and 
bom "in so~c.ll!ed luxury. I do not know 
that. there· are so many of the«r in Qt!Cens· 
land. It is those people to whom the Labour 
party have given fat salaries and good 
positions -who aro acting in the dirPction 
suggested by the Premier. I agree with him 
that it is not proper, it is not fit, and it is 
not indicat.ive of intelligence for people to 
carry their· bank b:.,Jances on their backs, 
or in their pastime or sport. I remember 
the hon. member for llowon re cc erring to 
what took place in connection with danofl 
nights and other things in tho hotel opposite. 
These things jarl'ed on rny nerves just as 
rnurh as on t.he hon. monber"s. Snch things 
impose a tremendous expense on the part of 
those who ought to know better, and it 
makes the task of Queensland a more diffi ~ 
cult one. In that regard I am 'lire the 
Opposition wolco ne the. remarks of the 
Premier. and will do all we can to support 
him in his de'·'ire. 

He also Faicl that Parliament only did 
what the people desired it to do. I think 
that is absolutely wrong. I' .nliament should 
do for the people what in its bigger and 
better intelligence is for their welfare and 
not what the people want it to do. ' 

The PREmER: You say thev should do it, 
lmt does Parliament do it? .. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO~\'E: No; that is where 
the whole trouble has boon. Qucenc,land has 
arrived at a stage, to-day when it must tell 
the people what has to be done, and since 
the Prom ier has assnmc'd the reins of power 
h" has ris<'n to the occasion. He is recog· 
nising that there is something bigger than 
party m Queensland, and, instead of doing 
what the people desire him to do, he is doing 
sornethmg wh1ch the people do not desire, 
but which thev will eventuallY relish as 
bring for their .. welfare. It might as well 
b8 said thr,t the better parent is the one 
who does what the children ask him to do. 
We all know perfectly wei! that that is 
incorrect. Sometimes vou have to do to 
:your child or children. things which may 
seem harsh at the mom0nt, but we all realise 
in our mature Tears that cnrtain actions of 
our parents wci·e for our benefit. So it is 
here. vVe arc a· -:umed to be the replica or 
exampl,·s of the intelligence and commercial 
activitie' in Queensland. L.ct us live up to 
that, and instead of doing what the uniniti­
ated and those more ignorant than ourselves 
would do, let us do what we think is for 
their benefit. If we do we shall get out of 
the mire we are in. 

l\fr. PEASE: You complained when \'-'e 
abolished the l:pper House. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. member 
,aid I complained; I did not. 

Mr. PEASE: You are speaking for your 
party. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am speaking for 
myself, and not for the hon. member, as 
I would not care to associate myself with 
some of the remarks he hgo, made in this 
House. 

Mr. l'EASE: Ditto, ditto. 

JJ1r. Elphinstone.] 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Another statement 
that the Pr,~mier made was that, if the 
chairman and managers of co1npanlcs put 
their feet on the o!Tico table. the oflko boy 
•rould soon be doing the same thing. There 
is a good deal in that. and I would remind 
him that, if a Premier uses a screen to 
hide a person while he is kking notes of an 
interYiew ·with an unsuspecting person in his 
office, other people will do the same thing. 
It the Government sink to the things that 
thei·r predeco~snrs have done in regard to 
th control cf Qucnnsland. then the Premier 
eannot cornplain if other people are doing 
th~ same thing. I mal« bold to sa:;· that 
much of the apat-hy a.ncl criminal neglect 
which is apparmt in Queensland to-day is 
due to the standards which his nrc lecessors 
in this House set. Look at some of the 
nppointments that have been Llado outsid£' 
pf this House! They ha ye been a disgrace 
tv the country. and~ no matter \vhcro one 
may travel, the;· are held up before ns. I 
ha.-e no rcnson to belicYe that the Premier 
himself wa·, a party to those thing., but the 
effect of those appoint uPnts is a!J!Jareut, and 
hu is in consequence suffering at the present 
moment thcrefrom, and it is up to him to 
put things on an o.-cu ked. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \Vhat appointments arc yon 
referring to? 

:Ylr. ELPHINSTONE: There is no need 
to rof0r to them in dot 1il. It certainly was 
!tot the appointment of t.hc hon. gentleman, 
but there are many appointments upon which 
there is no need for me to dwell; they have 
bePn referred to bv n1c in no Ullilleasured 
terms on previous 'occasions. 

~Ir. PoLLOCK : Then there is need to dwell 
ou them now. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I have dwelt on 
them on previous occasions. I have CJn a 
previous occasion expressed disgust with 
regard to the appointment of Mr. Gillies 
to the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 
That is one of the appointments I allude to. 
I am prepared to repeat what I said on 
the occasions of those appointments, but 
there is no need for repetition. 

Another point that the Premier made use 
oi was that business men must see that their 
concerns are run economically and ca·refully 
managed if they arp to expect the best results 
from their men. That is perfectly true. If 
you want to get the_ best out of your em­
ployees, you must g1ve them a chance by 
efficient management. If there is inefficiencv 
at the head, it passes through the whole 
edifice. But how does such advice from the 
Premier sound when we have such white 
elephants littering the financial pathway 
of Queensland in mismanaged State enter­
prises and other undertakings which the Go­
vernment have delved into with such disas­
trous results? If the Premier had only 
aplllied those words of wi·,dom to his own 
party in days gone by, there would have 
bc~n no need for him to apply them to the 
commercial community to-day. We . all 
recognise that efficient management is neces­
sary for the conduct of business. We appre­
c-iate the hen. gentleman's words, and only 
hope that he will give effect to them by 
applying th,~,m vigorously to his own St8,te 
undertnking.". 

Another statement the Premier made use 
of was that posterity would get the benefit 
of what had been done during the past few 
years. What benefit is posterity going to 
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rccc1ve from the legacies left by this Govern­
ment? 

OPPOSITION JVIE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

l\lr. ELPfiiNSTONE: I fed that the only 
legacy they are going to receive fr_om this 
Government is a huge debt and a h1gh ·rate 
of interest. Queensland in the future is 
gving to suffer very f'Onsidcra bly fr·orn the 
spendthrift methods of the Government. They 
hnve borro\ved a tremendous surn of money, 
the returns from which have been compara­
tiYcly poor, and have paid a high rate of 
inle·rcst upon it. I can only see a legacy of 
debt and high interest being passed on to 
posterity as compared with the valuable asset 
which the pioneers of this country handed 
clown to us, which they by their self-sacrifice 
and hard work created, and wh1ch we by 
our short-sightodness anJ lack of vision have 
srtcrificod so tr~mendously. 

Another statmnent made bv the Pren1ier 
was that it is incorrect to' say that the 
railwayo are politically controlled. I can 
only imagine the hon. gentleman must have 
had his tongue in his check when he made 
that statement. IN e know p0rfcctly well that 
our raih,, ays have been politically controlled, 
and, instead of dwelling upon it and arguing 
whether that is so or not, let us get away 
from that political control and give our rail­
ways a chance. Appointments have been 
made to our railwavs of men who are rela­
tions and friends of hon. members opposite. 
Innumerable cases of that have come under 
n1v notice. 

The PREoiiER: I think you stress that too 
much. I ha.-e been trying to find out 
cases of that description and have been 
unsuccessful. 

Mr. ELPHI::\STONE: All I can say is 
that it was fear as to the Premier's attitude 
which prevented a disclosure of the facts. 
I know of innumerable cases where men 
were side-tracked to make room for the 
nominees and relatives of hon. members 
opposite. (Government dissent). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: That 
i:; a general charge. 

The PRE:IfiER: I put the matter before 
the Under .Secretaries the other day, asking 
them to supply me with the names of people 
who were put into departments on the 
recommendation of politicians. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : This is a very im­
portant point. When the Under .Secretaries 
realise that the Premier means what he says 
and can offer those m0n immunity from 
victimisation if thev disclos•' the truth, then 
the hon. gentleman' will g·et the truth. 

OPPOSITION Jl,ifE,IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: 1Jntil they are 

satisfied that the Premier is absolutely in 
control of his office-which is not evident­
that cannot be. I am not speaking personally 
or liO'htlv. I was never n1ore serious in 
mv life.· Once the hon. gentleman can 
demonstrate to Queensland and to the public 
servv_nts that he is the man he poses as being 
to-dav-and which I hope to God he is­
then 'he will get the truth; but these men 
never know how soon it will be before some­
body else is Premier, who might pounce 
down on the men who disclosed such infor­
mation. 

The PREMIER: I have asked them, and they 
were unable to show me where members of 
this party got jobs for their friends except 
in a few instances. 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Let the hon. gentle­
man c"tablish his authority. Once the 
Premier establishes his authority and shows 
the country that he is definitely in charge 
of his forty-two followers he will get that 
information. At the preqent moment those 
men are afraid. Every public servant to­
day is afraid to open his mouth for fear 
of "the axe that mav come down and kill him 
and those dependent on him. 

Hon. D. A. GLEDSO~: The hon. member 
is speaking under privilege. Do you mako 
a definite charge against any man putting 
in a nomi11e0? 

::\lr. ELPHINSTONE: I ,,ill do that at 
sorne future time. 

The SECllETARY FOR AGRIOcLTURE: Do it 
110''· 

:Mr. ELPIIINSTOKE: I am not at present 
furnished with the information. (Govern­
ment laug·htor.) I stand up to what I say. 
(Government dissent.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

The PREMIER : I find there is a good deal 
o! patronage by heads of departments in 
recommending their friends for positions. 

1\lr. ELPHINSTO='!E : That may be so, but 
it does not get away from the fact that 
politial interf0rence in the conduct of our 
railways is one of the reasons for the 
existing condition of affair'·· 

Another statement made •by the Premier 
was that until development took place on 
settlement areas the Government must carrv 
the burden of the railways. Surely th~ 
Premier realises that until he alters the 
system of perpetual lease and gives people 
an opportunity of acquiring a freehold title 
to the !and which they require he will never 
get settlement on those areas or anywhere 
else. It is all very well for hon. members op­
posite to shake their heads, but if they look 
at the records for the past ten years, they 
will see that fact is very clearly indicated. 
I told hon. members clearlv the reasons for 
that, but they took no no.tice of it. but I 
am assuming that to-day I am speaking to 
a new-born Premier-a man who realises his 
rcsponsibility-and I tell the hon. gentleman 
thnt he will never g-et settlement along the 
railways until this policy of perpetual lease 
is Yaried. 

The PREMIER: Why are people leaving­
freehold land in Victoria and going to the 
cities? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I am not talking 
about cities. I am talking- about the method 
under which the settler can hold land in 
Queensland-freehold as against perpetual 
leasehold. 

Another point the Premier raised is this : 
that money costs to-day 5~ per cent., as 
against 3~ per cont. That is quite true, and 
<>very time members of the Opposition have 
spoken on the Financial Statement, or on 
anything elso appertaining to the economic 
situation in the State, we have referred to 
tho fact that money is costing us v<>ry much 
more. Another point that the Premier lost 
sight of is this : although this mane~· io 
costing us a great deal more, it only goes 
half as far as it used to go. Therefore, we 
are being sucked at both ends-the money 
costs us much more in interest, and it only 
goes half the distance it used to go in days 
gone by, because of the methods which hon. 
members opposite have inaugurated. 

Another statc'ment the hon. gentleman 
made was that men paid extra. money to 
direct must <lo their job faithfully and well. 
That is perfectly truc, but how many illus-

trations could one bring forward 
[11 a.m.] where station-masters, "·ho have 

dared to tell their subordinates 
what their job is, have been removed to some 
other place'? How n1any cases could one 
r2call where, because men in authority dared 
to tdl subordinates what their rcsponsi­
hi1itie, aLd duties \Vere, these mrn have gone 
ou strike and refused to go back until those 
men in rcsponeible positions have been 
rPmm·ed? How frequently has that been 
done? 

JI,Ir. POLLOCK : :\Iention some case. 

~-fr. ELPHE\STOJ\'E: I will do so at a 
la tcr stage. Therefore, how can you expect 
l)nder Secretaries and others to disclose 
t!wir hands to the Premier? Tl:ey would be 
perfectly justif10d in thinking that the Pre­
Inier was setting a trap for them to disclose 
what they really thought, and then the 
snpporters of the hon. gentleman will saY 
that thbtl men in responsible positions arc 
no good, and oLJ.t they go and. good Labour 
s"pporters are put in their places. I do not 
blame anv man in authoritv under the exist­
ing· Gov~rnment holding ·his tongue and 
going \vith the times, because he does not 
know when his hour m a v come if he dares 
to do the right thing. · 

The Premier also ,.aid that those con­
trolling the service rr:ust ha vo ability and 
pluck. Most assuredly, and we must also 
carry that out right through the piece, and 
'ec that those we put in responsible positions 
have ability and pluck. Can anyone, under 
any circumstances, accuse our late Premier 
of having ability and pluck? In fact. he was 
pushed out of the Chamber, and the position 
he now occupies was created for the purpose 
of saving the Labour party. Yet we are 
told that men with ability and pluck should 
be put in control of the service ! It is this 
'tate of affairs that causes ono to doubt that 
the Premier was serious when he made those 
remarks. One only hopes he means what he 
says: but a tremendous lot has to be wiped 
out before the people can attempt to take 
him seriomly. 

Another statement was that he intends to 
put an end to these stop-work meetings. It 
would be very interesting to see how he pro­
poses to do it. I venture to say that if he 
puts that proposition to his party, there are 
not 10 per cent. of them who ,,-ould give 
him authority to prevent stop-work meetings. 
Stop-work meetings are happening repeatedly 
in the Railway Department to-day. Look 
at the illustration that took place only a 
few weeks ago where certain motor-cars 
were going to be sent to the Toowoomba 
Show; where t.rucks were arranged for, but. 
because it was a-quarter past 11 o'clock on 
Saturday morning, the man who was given 
instructions to load those cars in the trucks 
for Toowoomba refused to do so, and the 
v,entleman in charge FUspended him. The 
man laughed in his fuce, and said, "You 
can wspen d me, but I will get back all 
right." Then the gentlemon in charge-this 
man had pluck and determination-mctde 
arrangements for others to load these cars. 
For the whole week following that stop-"·ork 
meetings were held. Those men were paid 

hilst that Etop-work business was going on. 
Can you expect railways to pay or authority 
to be established under those conditions? 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PliBLIC \'\'aRKS: "Where 
tlicl this happPn? 

Mr. ELPI-IINSTOXE: At B.oma Street. 

:\lr. WEIR: You had a nightmare. 

c\Ic. ELPI-HKSTO::'-JE: I am not saying 
this to kill the Premier's spirit-he will 
want it all-but·, if he carries out what he 
says he will, I can assure him t.hat he will 
ha vo all the support wo on this side are 
caprrblc cf giving him. 

_.A very interesting paragraph appeared in 
yesterday's "Daily l\Iail," having rcferPnce 
to !he report of the visit of a British poli­
tical delegation to Russia entitled "Russia 
\Vithin." I was astoni3hod at some of the 
remarks in the report of this delegation on 
their return to England, which have a very 
important bearing on Qu0onsland 1 s problems. 
'Ibis is ono of ihe remarks-

,, Then~ were n1cn who W~H'e \Yorking 
:'s long as eighteen hour:; a day for the 
economic ideal t.hey had adoph·£1. ThP .• 
bad a rule in the party that no Com­
munist should r( c cive more than 225 
roubles-about £22-a month. and the 
true Communist would not take more. 
If he received more the balance went 
iuto tho party chest." 

If tbat is Commnnism. I prder it. to the 
present Labout party's politic,. (Gm·orn­
mont interruption.) 

" They visit0d ··nme of th.:' large fac­
tories. where thov found a rigid disci-
pline_\" · 

th, l"C i~ therefore sorn<'thing in Communis1n. 
It is obvious that thev can rm> factories and 
incluslyies there mucli bLtter than the party 
Ol1positc. Thcu we have this statcrnont~-

. '~The . \VDlnon in one factory the>· 
VISited chd not even loo:c up to sec what 
his \Yifc was tvcaring. That v,.;ts vcrv 
rcrnarkable, and the explanation w ~ 
that they wore all on piecework." 

1~his is in Ru~.·)in. which h.on. n1crnbcrs oppo­
stte have h0ld up as an example. This is 
a not h{-~r leaf \YO C'l!l take ont. of Itus'::lia's 
book in our efforts to make Queensland 
cconornicall:,7 sound again. It is gratifying 
to SE'' that we hftV<' such exampks from a 
countn- which is evidentlv rehabilitating 
itself. Another point is this::_ 

"It 'vas extraord1narv how keen everv­
o_nf~ ,,-a~ in Hu~sia on (ncrea,-';ing produ~­
twn. The banners carried iil tho Mav 
Day proccs ion bore such mottoes ,{s 
' Gi....-o us ney{ n1achine"'\ .' ' VVe v~·ill 
learn to work better.' ' \Ve will increase 
our output.' " 

Ju~.t imagine hem. n1Cn1hc1·~, oppo::ite w dking 
do,Yn Qnef'n roirc0t· und€'r bannPrs V\lth in­
cription~:<, Eke tho=-c! On the contrary it 

is "Down ~\·ith PYCrything! Down ·,~Tith 
capitalisr1! Down with the omplovcr! ]'dore 
pay and less hours!" Yet their" colleagues 
in Ru;.ia. whom they hold up as an example, 
walk bchincl slog-ans of this nature, " Give 
us ne\v mn.( hinery and we \vill learn to work 
better; we Trill increJ.so our out.put !,' Thogo 
arc interesting re narks emanating from the 
report of the latest political mission to 
Russio, and I commend them to the Premier 
as a great inspiration to help him to put 
Queensland on an even keel. 

A gn ~t deal has been said a boat the 
r< ,u!ts of the recent general election, · nd 
for my pa I't I think the Labour party have 
every ground for congratulation on having 
assume-d tho reins of power. Speaking for 

[ ,lf r. Elphin ~tone. 

myself, I do not envy them ono little bit. 
Any pa.rty, other thaJI one composed of pro­
fc,sional politicians, which wants to get the 
reins of power in Queensland, and any man 
who is aspiring to power whilst the mentality 
and tho outlook of the people of this State 
I •"mains as it is literally wants his bumps 
read. (Government laughter.) That is my 
view. The party which has got Queensland 
into it' mess is the padv which should get It 
out of the mess. \Ye have done a great deal 
in the way of killing all initiative in Queens­
land, all dosirP, all achievement. These ele­
rner,ts of sleeping sickness have been intro­
duced to such an extent that it is going to 
take a tremendous uphe>tval to alter the men­
tality and outlook of the people, and any 
party, strong or w' ak, which attcm~Jts to 
tackle that problem has got a most difficult 
iob on its hand-. It is a wonder to me that 
tho Labour party did not force us into taking 
control of Quoen,land for the next three 
~ \~ars. (Government laughter.) I am saying 
exactly what I think. 

\Yith (~ueensland in the position in which 
she is to-dav we should have been com­
pr>Jlcd, if we ·had been returned to power, to 
Jo so many unpleasant things, that it is a 
wonder to me that the Labour party did not 
encourage that way out of their difficulty. 
I thank my lucky stars, I thank providence. 
that our party have been saved the task of 
•.ttempring to take charge of Queensland 

until nal adversit:, has brought her 
, conomic,lll v to her knee>. 

Bv interi~ction a few davs ago the Premier 
rather ridiculed the suc<"g-estion that business 
men could be of anv value in the conduct o+ 
Gucensland. He m~y be quite honest in his 
vicv. s in that regard, but I should like to 
"ice the business view of what should be 
done or could be done in r<'gard to some of 
Qur•msland's difficultin. In the first place, 
I v- .mt to ask : Do vou think iha t any 
business Go,~ernmcnt wOuld tolerate the pre~ 
~-tot railwa.:· positioP, which must ?e 
c:lmittocl to be the worst feature we have Ill 
llw t1nancial position of Queensland to-day? 
It jg surely no pleasure to any of u~. No 
r,wttcr \Yhat our politics are, or whether we 
tna,v be the officers in charge or the 
empioycrs under them. the fact remains that 
to spo a l1;g org-anisation like that run in the 
n:anner in. which it is being run-the fair 
nhj! ;-·t of C'riticisn1 of anyone ·v\'ho rnay be 
pa.ssing through the co·mtr:.--is not good. 
and therefore I •rgue that. if a business 
Government or a bmine<s body had held thr· 
reins of power in Quocnsl,nd, that railway 
system \\ ould ha:vo been radioallv and 
c:utircl.v altt>rcd. No'-'-7

, there are bvO \V<lYR 

of doing it. One is to g-d rid of the rnilwa:v 
systl'm ,,!together-put it in the hands of 
.,orno company or some undertakmg that \Ctll 
run it on business lines. 

l\ir. P~AiE: Exploit the public 1 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STO~E: Exploit the public! 
Arc you JCot exploiting the public. asking 
£750 when 70U aro worth 0nly £500? \Ve 
arc all exploiters-it is only a matter of 
oppo1·tunit:v-and, therefore, I say that on<' 
method of coping with the situation is to 
nass it over, lock, stock, and barrel, into the 
hands of some businees undertaking which. is 
n-'ed to railway control and running, and let 
m have it managed rrs railways should be 
manap-cd. If that is not practico.blo or 
possible, I enrlorse tho remark.s of one h?n. 
mombor oppositc-I am not qmte sure which 
--that we must bring to our assistance the 
employees and encourage them to take part 
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in the running of the railway system itself. 
M _v opinion is. therefore, that one of the 
means by which the position can be altered 
i' to encourage the subordina tcs in the 
department, or those who arc consid<'red 
~ul;crdlr ,tics. to express ornn1ons and 
indirectly take a hand in the running of 
the railways. Anything to rPlim·e us of the 
present intolerable J1osition of political inter­
ference at one end) and union don1ination 
at the other. The men in charge are afraid 
to acscrt themselvhl. They are afraid to 
rule. 

The hon. member for Grcgory asked me 
to nan1e some ca~>~s where men had been 
handled unfairly by the Railwa-· Depart­
n1C'nt. Look at :\1r. Brown. the late General 
Manager of the Railway- Department. It 
just flashes through my mind that the man 
"ho had the audacity to take control of the 
train load of police ,\-ham the Rvan Govern­
ment sent from Charters Towers to Towns­
villc. and the: man who acted as his subordi­
nate, are both out of the service. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Do you say it is because of 
that? 

~Ir. ELPHI;-..;STOXE: I emphatically say 
Yes." 
Mr. POLWCK: I emphatically say that you 

arc \vrong. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I happen to know 
both gentlemen, and I have heard their 
statements, which seem to me to be very 
muqh worthy of credence. There is that 
illustration. If a similar crisis should arise 
and men are wanted to face tho unions and 
defy their au~hori.tv, what is going to happen? 
After the situ a twn has calmed down the 
unions demand that the mon be sacked and 
they are sacked almost immediately. There­
fore I suggest that there are two methods 
of railway control that could be adopted­
one to obtain somebodv to conduct the 
railwa:,·s _as a proprietary "concern or business 
undertakm,g, and the other is to encourage 
the subordmates to come in and assist in the 
control of the railwa.\. s. Those who desire 
to obtain lessons from America can do so. 
There are many illustrations of miniature 
Parliaments inside big institutions like the 
Railway De]1a;·hnent .. _If those men only had 
an opportumty of voicmg their opinions and 
m~hng suggc,hons for the betterment of the 
railways, I am certain that it would tend to 
the improvement of the railway system. 
There ar<' numbers of men in the Railway 
Department to-day who are fretting under 
tho present system. Only the night before 
last an empioyec of the Ipswich railway 
workshops said to me, " It breaks one's heart 
to see 'new chums '-men supposed to be 
engi~eers from England, Scotland or Ireland 
-bemg placed in positions in the railway 
wor~shops when we are infinitely more 
effiment than they are." He pointed out that 
they were placed in positions over the heads 
of . Australian mechanics. He also com­
plamed that they were retained in employ­
n~ent when others were discharged. I recog­
mse fully that onr first responsibilitv is to 
our own men. We must encourage the best 
m those mechamcs, and not stifle their ambi­
tions r.s is being done to-da v. If come method 
were encouraged whereby· men of whom I 
speak, good, honest, hardworking men, are 
enabled to express their opinions and give 
vent to suggestions whieh would be for -the 
material benefit of the railway system then 
most assuredly it would be for the benefit 
of the railways generally. 

Can you imagine a business Government 
raising freights and fares on the railway 
system under existing conditions? It seems 
an easy -thing to do. Shove it on ! Pass it 
on to the consumer ! You are not doing so. 
I am in the motor trade, and every increase 
in freights and fares on the railways gives a 
boost to our busino'•S. You have a most 
serious competitor in motor transport. If 
the railways were run efficiently and the 
trains arrived on time and goods were 
delivered as they should be delivered, then 
it is possible that the position might be saved. 
Bnt while chaos prevails as it does to-day 
rtnd you c,harge 10 per cent. and 15 per cent. 
more for the conveyance of goods, who will 
rntrust their goods to a chaotic service? It 
is unr0asonable, and as a result you have all 
kinds of motor transport vehicles jumping 
into existence. Take Corinda, where the 
hon. member for Darcoo and myself reside. 
He knows as well as I do that on 1st August, 
when the railway fares were increased, a 
motor 'bus service was inaugurated from 
Corinda Station. 'What was the reason for 
that? The reason was that freights and fares 
had been increased. 

Mr. BuwocK: De fair, and say that it 
started from old Oxley, w,here there is no 
railway service at all. 

Mr. ELPHIKS'rONE: It comes through 
Corinda. That is an illustration of what 
must follow if freights and fares are raised. 

Take the work being carried out by the 
hon. member for Dalby. Cannot hon. mem­
bers opposite see a threat there? If it is 
demonstrated that sheep can be carried 
succe"fully by motor transport, who is going 
to worry about the milway system, when 
hundreds and thousands of sheep are 
8laughtered by the delay in transport from 
one place to another? It is a matter of busi­
ness, and the proper method is not to ra.ise 
freights and fares but to make -the system 
efficient. We should attract custom, and not 
drive it away, which certainly is being done 
h:;- increasing freights and fares. Another 
point is: If a business Government were 
in charge of affairs, would it insist upon 
inferior coal being usecl bec:tuse it was 
obtained from a State coalmine? Would 
it not be best in the interests of the railway 
servants to obtain the best coal that was 
available at the cheapest price? How many 
of our engine drivers and firemen are per­
petually complaining about the inferior coal 
that is supplied to t.hcm from the State 
enterprises '1 This is one of the things the 
Premier ought to tackle, if he is serious. 
He cannot introduce efficiency if he is going 
to force on the en(l'ino-drivers inefficient coal 
to drive the engmeQ with. There is any 
amount of g·ood coal available, and the 
least the Premier can do is to cut out the 
bad coal evnn if it comes from a Sta.te coal­
mine. If dc,,ent con 1 were U1'Pd, it 'vould 
tend to lee en tho dirb· condition of om 
trains. The hor'. mcmhci· for Bowcn traYels 
occasionallv from the 1\'orth to Brisbane. I 
wonder if· he can pick his way among the 
coa.l heaps in the first-class sleepers as they 
come near Brisbane. They are filthy. and 
that only results in business being driven 
a way from the ·rail ways. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: That is 
not State coal. 

2\1r. ELPHIKSTO::-.JE: The lavatory basin~ 
are also filthy. The water is running over 
the basins, and it appears to be no one's 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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bminns to look after it. The conductor 
is sitting dovyn srnoking· cigarettes ,vhile the 
paLH~ngcrs are picking their '~lay through 
thP coal heaps to get to the lavatorv basins. 
How they tolerate it I do not know: 

Does the hon. gentleman believe that a 
rdmp~tent business 1nan would tolerate for 
one uoment the present State enterprises 
which have been sucking the vitals out of 
Quccnslancl? There is onlv one wa:v of 
dealing with State enterpri,·es. and that is 
by cutting them out lock, stock. and barrel.. 
A big rnan is a man v .. -ho, after recognising 
that he has made a mistake, rectifies that 
n1ist:)_k~ b:v cutting out tho C':tuse. If the 
Prernier reco .;nisos he has n1a.de a !nistako 
in that direction, why is he frightened to 
act 9 How pitiful was the answer of the 
Ylinistcr in charge of State Enterprise>< the 
othPr day to a question in regard to State 
stations! Ho said that. in company with 
three oolleagues-·one of whom finds it 
difficult to keep his tim0 occupied-he visited 
the State stations in Korth Queensland to 
make an inspection of them. No doubt that 
visit wa~ made at the expense of th0 Shte. 
\Vhcn asked ho''' the cottlP Wl'l'P, lw sairl. 
''I arn sorry; "\Ve did not see any." · 

Hon. D. GLEDSOK : That is a deliberate 
mis,tatcment. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

Hon. D. GLEDSOK: It is a delibemte mis­
statement. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The worrh 
" deliberate n1isstaten1cnt '' are nnparliu~ 
mentarv. and I ask the hon gC'nt1Pman to 
v·:ithdr~w. 

Hon. D. GLEDSON: I ill withdra\\ t!lC 
statement. but it is true all the san1c. 

0PPosrrro:;- MEMBERS: Oh. oh ! 

The SPEAKER: OrdC'r! Order~ 
lion. D. Gr.~nscK: I will withclmw the 

statement. I shall have another opportunit·,· 
of dealing with it. , 

:\fr. BRAND: Fancv a 3.1inister having to 
apologise ! ~ 

Mr. ELPHINSTOKE: I based mv remarks 
on the hon .. gentleman's reply. If I have 
m~"de deductions wh1ch are not in keeping 
w1th the rep!:;·, then I am quite prepar0d 
to do the right thing. 

HOKOURADLE ME:IrBERS: Hear, hear ! 

::ill:r. CoRSER: Thev cou:d not muster cattle 
beutuso tho Minister forgot his spurs. 

.Yrr. ELPHI~STONE: Another point I 
Wish to malw IS th1s: If a business man 
was in charge o? affairs in Queensland do 
hon members think that the State stores 
would be purchased in the way thev are 
to·day? I wonder how manv hon. members 
opposite know the enormous amount of 
money that is spent b:;· the Government in 
purchasing stores, and the method bv which 
it is done. I . am not itnpnting a~nything 
improper. I w1sh hon. members to under­
stand that. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order : The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

}fr. BRAND (Burr'U1n): I beo- to move 
that tho hon. member for Oxl:y, who is 
making an excellent speech. he granted an 
ext~nsion of time. · 

[]1r. Elphinstone. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for Oxley be 
granted an extension of time to enable him 
to complete his speech? 

HoxocRABL!l 2\1E~1BERS: Hear, hear! 

::\lr. ELPHIKSTONE: I thank hon. 
members for the privilC'gc they have granted 
me. An institution which is spending so 
1nuch State n1oncy in acquiring such a 
largo number of commodities should be 
coNluctecl on more thorough lines, especially 
in view of the large number of com· 
moditics purchased by a Government which 
engages a.s n1uch in industry and com­
Inrrre as the present Go1 ernmePt does. 
I make bold to say that t,housands of pounds 
could be saved each year if proper business 
methods were introduced in the purchasing 
by the State Stores. Those of us who are 
in business know full ell that the art of 
business is to buy well, and so it is with 
the State : and I do not think that bu.ving 
is being clone as effcctivciy as it might be 
done. 

Does anybody think that any business 
Go,·crnrncnt would permit the conditions 
of the high stumpage on timber that exists 
to-clay, when by its imposition the Govern­
rnent are actually encouraging the inl­
portation of foreign timber into Quecmslancl 
to such an extent that it may be news to 
hon. members to know that a lot of this 
imported foreign timber has been u,cd for 
the construction of the Trades Hall at 
Rockhampton? I am sure the Secretary for 
Public ·works will be interested to hear that. 
It appears strange, but it is truP. I myself 
saw Oregon pine being used for the purpose. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: You 
don't mc:m to suggest that the Public \Vorks 
Department is ,building that hall? 

::\lr. ELPHINSTONE: No; it is too good 
a building altogether to think that. Oregon 
pine is being imported freely into Queens­
land. 

Mr. PEASE: And into every other State. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There is a reason 
for that. Queensland is the ono State that 
has timber, and that is not so with the other 
States. To bring timber to Queensland 
should be like bringing coal to Newcastle; 
but the mistake of imposing such a tremen­
dous stumpage on timber is continued so 
that it encourages the in1portation of Oregon 
pine from other parts of the world. ln the 
month of April of this year oYer 3.000,000 
fed. of Oregon were imported into Queens­
land. and the price at which that Oregon 
pine is being sold is 39s. 6d. per 100 super 
fr -,t Hs against 60s. for Queenslrrncl pine. 
That might be all right if the idea was to 
conserye our Queensland tilnbers, but I under­
stand that is not the position. The ex­
orbitant stumpage on our Queensland timber 
is utilised as an auxiliary to our revenue, 
and apparently the Gov0rnment cannot do 
without it. Stumpage royalties to the extent 
of a million pounds ha vc been collected by 
this Government during past five years. If 
that money had gone back into reafforesta­
tion, a lot might be said for the imposition, 
but only a fragment has been used for that 
purpose. About 80 per cent. of the amount 
has been used to bolster up our tottering 
revenue, and it has had the effect of throw­
ing many of our sawmills out of action and 
creating such a situation that imported 
timber can find a ready market here. 
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::\fr. PEASE: The key to the situation is 
the low freightage on imported timber as 
compared with our own necessarily high 
heights. 

i\J:r. ELPHIKSTO:'\E: We cannot a!tel' 
that, and it is no good advancing an 
argun1ent against thintSs \vhich cannot be 
altered. 

::\1r. PEASE: Your own Commonwealth 
Government refused to alter the situation. 

:Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: Do l:ton. members 
think any business Government would tolerate 
a continuation of the present \Vater and 
Sewerage Board tragedy? Here the Govern­
ment are imposing upon the people of Bris­
brcne-and it is suggested to extend it to the 
people of Quc0nsland-the cost of a svstem 
which is staggering in its magnitude. Millions 
and millions of pounds havo been sunk in that 
enterprise, much of v. bich must be \vritten off 
sooner or later. Instead of arr6~ting the rot 
when the opportunity arose months back and 
baying "Now that it is clearly shown that the 
method of controlling the Water and Sewer­
a"'e Board is not successful we intend to 
wipe it out and ')1Ut three Commissioners in 
charge," \vhich would haYc rectified 1natte_rs 
-the Government perpetuated the ev1l. 
Goodness only knows what thr- end will be, 
because the activities of the \Vater and 
Sewerage Board have as yet assumed only 
comparatively small dimcn-ions. Vve have a 
great area ;-ot to be touched, and, if the 
board continue at the rate of expenditure 
that has existed to date, I hesitate to think 
what the result will be. I do urge our 
Premic r, who sccn1s to ha vc a fresh lt a so 
of life so far as his responsibilities arc 
conccrnc·d, to consider whether the time has 
not come "for wiping that board off the 
slate and putting in charge of that huge 
undertaking competent men who understand 
their jobs and who arc free from outside 
interference. 

Another point I want to ask is this: 
Assuming that a bu.,iness Government was 
in charge of affairs, wonld the public service 
be left in its present condition? There is a 
tremendous lot of unrest. in the public service 
to-dav. The method by ,,·hich advancement 
is secured is not m"ecting with general 
approval. There are more men than there 

- are jobs in the public service. 
[11.30 <Lm.] That of course' was recognised 

by the Premier when he directed 
the Public Service Commissioner not t<J fill 
any vacancic' that occur. That is· a back­
doo;- met-hod of admitting that the public 
service is overstaffed. I st"te emphatically 
that many things in the public service want 
immediate attention. No young man in the 
public service should regret if he is dis­
charged from the service. A man who has 
any ability at all is wasting his time in t.he 
service. Queensland VI ants young men of 
enterprise and ability to come out and assist 
in her progress, and they <He simply stifling 
their opportunities and killing their energies 
if they remain in the public service. Let 
me suggest t.o those young fellows that, 
instead of chasing to get .into the employ of 
the Government, they get out of it as quickly 
as they can and give vent to their energies 
in some other direction of which there are 
endless opportunit.ies in Queensland. 
. If a business Government were in charge 
m Queensland, do you think that the licens­
ing laws of Queensiand would be allowed to 
be flagranily broken from one end of the 
State to the other? Anywhere you will 

find that·, when one door is closed at 8 o'clock, 
practically every hotelkceper, except those 
few who appreciate their responsibiiities and 
act honest!::, opens another one a lllinute 
after 8. That goes on regularly. I see the 
hon. member for Quecnt<Jn is taking note 
of my rem,arks. He knows that t.hey are 
c<Jrrcct. \Vny doe< he not sec that the party 
which passed these licensing- la·,: s and con­
trols the administration of them puts a stop 
to this sort of thing"! H is the ability to 
break the law of the countrv without being 
punished that is encouragin"g p:-oplc to do 
it in other directions. and, having determined 
this licensing question and having arrived 
apparently at a solution, let us "''e that the 
la\v i' respected, otherwise the n1an who 
wants to be an honest trader is penalised 
for the benefit of the man who takes an 
unfair advantage. That is another way in 
which the Premier can exercise his autho­
rity, and say that at least he intends to run 
this country fairly, fearle;sly, and honestly. 

The next quebtion I want to a'k is this: 
Do vou think a busine,s GovPrnmrnt wouid 
allo\v the present Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration to exist in its present condition? It 
i.'l an abeolutc farce, manned by men, no 
rnatter 'vhat their abilities ma';, be in certain 
directions, who are not big enough for this 
job, t:.lcn who by their very f'nvirDnment are 
one-sided. You can never cxpr·.::;t harmony 
and peace t.o prevail amongst all sections of 
producers unless you put in charge of tbcm 
<lll honourably and prop,.'rJy constituted 
body. I have not much tn complain about 
t"·o of tho members, but about the third 
I most assuredly have, because he was 
appointed to the position not because he had 
abilit.v to fill it, but because hon. members 
opposite wanted to find a haven of refuge 
for a man who had outlived his usefulness 
to tbem. Yet the whole industry of Queens­
la~d is being handicapped by a tribunal con­
stituted in the way the present Board of 
Trade and Arbitration is constitut-ed. I do 
suggest to the Premier that, if he wishes to 
introduce this new era into Queensland so 
that we can all get busv and become efficient 
and do the fair thing-give a fair return 
for a fair day's wage-an excellent. sentiment 
-the first thing to do is to ,tart ''t the top 
and not put in charge of things men who 
arc not competent to carry out their immense 
responsibilities. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Tell us something about Mr. 
Justice Lukin's appointment to the Federal 
Arbitration Court. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO);E: I would if I were 
in the Federal Parliament, but I have quite 
enough to talk about in connection with 
State affairs I have respected thr hon. 
member's feelings by not making reference 
to the appointment of a judge in Queensland 
a": I 1night haYe done. 

::VIr. POLLOOK: Don't consider my feelings 
-r::o ahead! 

Mr. ELPHI!'\STO?\E: Another point is 
this-and I make this remark, which I hope 
the Secretary for Public Vvorks will take 
note of-·how can we expect Queensland to 
advance ,,·hen a one-roomed school 21 feet by 
18 feet-the size of a motor shed-is costing 
£649? Fancy a business Government per­
mitting that to exist for one minute! You 
can put up a motor shed of that size for 
£50, and yet it has cost £650 to build a 
one-roomed school of the same dimensions 
for children. We quite recognise-and no 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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one has been a bigger advocate than I have 
been-that WtJ rnust have prrper school 
c~ crommoda tion 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl!BLIC vV Qir,cs : If 1 
nut up a school equal to a motor shed in 
;,our electorate you would have something 
to S)~Y about it. ' 

~,h. ELPHE\STOKE : I am not asking 
ou to <lo that. 
The SECRETARY FOR p CBLIC Y.,T ORKS : Why 

not 111r1 ko a f uir con1parison ? 

:\fr. ELPHI"''STO:\'E: I am mentioning 
t.ho size of a motor shed so that the House 
('an undcs sta1H:l the position. I say that we 
must hove properly ventilated and com­
modious bnildinc;s for our school children, 
but to spend £649 in putting up a one­
roomed building is simply monstrous, and no 
busine-s Government should tolerate it. 
That is one of the reasons why Queensland 
is in such a bad economic condition at the 
Jlrcscnt n1oment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WORKS: Is that 
a fair average, or are you only picking out 
an exceptional case:· 

Mr. ELPHI='JSTO:\'E: In answer to the 
hon. member for Bowen the Minister kindly 
gave us information with regard to three 
schools, and the prices ranged from £625 to 
£65{). 

Mr. PEASE: l'io contractor would do the 
work for less on the specification submitted. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Secretary for 
Agriculture, when speaking, made bold to 
say that the Opposition was the cause of the 
degradation of Parliament in Queensland. I 
could not understand that remark. To put 
the blame on the Opposition for the dei(ra­
dation of Parliament existing to-day· is 
simply the pot calling the kettle black. The 
position is that undoubtedlv Parliament 
has become degraded-- -

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHINSTO:\'E : If we go back a 

little, Mr. Speaker, we find you and your 
predecessor were partly tho cause of it. 
You helped to degrade Parliament when you 
refused to wear the robes associated with 
your parliamentary position. All these 
things help to degrade Parliament. 

An OPPOSITION :IYIE}IllER : Thev do not wear 
robe,. in America. · 

::\1 r. ELPHI='JSTO::\E : If the hon. mem­
bn had been in England when th0 Labour 
party as in po ·.er. he would have seen the 
officers associated with the \York of Parli<L­
mont wcnring their robes. \Vhen the people 
of Queensland see rnC'1:nbors of Parlimnent 
anJ ~linisters of t.hp Cro,vn using their posi~ 
tions to feather their own nests it must 
degrade Parlian1ent. 

Vr. IIARTLEY: \Vhat are you feathering 
your O\\ n nest for? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am doing it by 
selling goods to the people. There is one 
thing I would advise the hon. member to do 
~that i.;;;, to take ono of tho ''Vacant" 
notices appearing on the front of the 
" yellow taxi cabs " and put it on the 
front of his head. (Lau:rhter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem­
be-r is not in order in n1aking a personal 
reflection. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO;-.JE: If an hon. member 
n'al<os a personal interjection, he must 
expect to be paid back in his own coin. 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. ELPHII\STO~E : If I am out of 
order, I suggest that the hon. member reverse 
th,, notice, and put the word " Full " on 
the outside. (Laughter.) I understand that 
the sign has the word " Full " on the other 
side. (Renewed laughter.) However, if we use 
position,, the filling of \,hich falls to Parlia· 
ment, to advance men in the Cabinet to 
make room for those behind them, again we 
are degrading Parliament If our behaviorw 
is unseemly or improper in this House-and 
not only in this House, but also in t!Je [Jl'C· 

cinds of the House-that helps to degrade 
Parliament. All t:hese things help to 
degrade Parliament, and I d.o h9pe that in 
this new era \Yhich the Premrer ,1as Inaugu­
rated we shall all take the lesson to heart 
and remember that we have respcn-;ibilities, 
and that it is time we set the example t<J 
Queensland of what is necc"'at·y if we are 
to reinstate her economically. 

0PPOSITIOl'i ::\1E}JBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. H. J. RYAN (Cook): I think we 
might well hail the hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat as the master 
propagandist for Communism. From the 
quotations which he supplied to hon. nwm­
bers, I am quite sure that those _who a::e 
connected with Commumsm outsrde '" ul 
gladly welcome his . remarks; but in his 
endeavour to tack Communism on to the 
party in power he ha;s slandered those who 
claim to be Commumsts outsrde by givmg 
them the idea that he under,tands ,,,,hat Com­
munism is. I am quite satisfied that he does 
not understand what the essence of 
(

1omn1unisnl i5. 
The hon. member took the Premier to 

task because he had the temerity to 
give certain advice to the public ser­
vrce. Just a few minutes previously he 
told us that money was costing us nearly 
double what it cost a few years ago, and 
would only go one-half as far. The Premier 
in his speech a day or two ago uttered the 
same remark. so that the hon. member 1s 
only bearing out what the. Premier endea­
voured to show to the pubhc servants m hrs 
ad•nonition to them on the occasion to which 
th~ hon. member refers. I am quite sure 
that no one expects the public serv!ce to d~ 
more than n fair thing for the ealarres whrcn 
theY receive, and we can safely assume that 
tbe' Prcmier, in his advice to them. rs 
a kiniT thorn to do no more than a farr 
thing~ and to give ": fair return f~r the 
salnries or wages whrch they are par? for 
their scrvic:.'s to the State. What a prcture 
the hon. member dr(lW of the strenuous 
timu of the middle nineties of last century, 
about thirty 7cars ago ! We had ~he sr;ec­
tado of the Premier of that day rmposmg 
a pail t-ax on thn people, and lowerin~ the 
wa<res of the public servants and the rarlway 
me~. Evervbody who gave service to the 
State had then to submit to a wage cut 
or a calarv rf'duction. I think the action 
the Premier is taking in these strenuous 
time,· is the proper course to take. He 
is advising the public servants and the 
railwa,- men that they are only expected to 
do their duty by the people who employ 
them-not bv this Gm·ernment, ,.,·ho are 
only agents 'or the representatives of the 
people-men who are sent here by the dif­
ferent classes in the community to see that 
the finances and other affairs of Queensland 
are carried out in a proper manner. T~e 
hon. member drew a picture-not a very land 
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one-of a lover ond his hride or something 
of that kind. Ho forgot to mention that 
sometimes an interloper or eo-respondent 
shows himself after the marriage ceremony. 
In this case, the Premier was faced with an 
interloper who gave no notice of his intention 
to withdraw the per capita payments from 
the f\tato. The interlnper in this case is the 
Prime Minister of Australia. The Premier, in 
outlining Labour's policy in his policy speech 
prior to May last, had no idea that the per 
capita payments were to be withdrawn. 
Th0rcfore, he had to make serious altera­
tions in the Speech to be submitted to the 
House bv the Lieutenant-Governor. I con­
sider, in all those circumstances, he has 
done very well. I am sorry that it has 
been found nec<'ssarv to v.ithdraw the child­
hood endowment scheme-at any rate, for 
the time being-but I am hopeful that, when 
the Premier reaclj usts the finance•. of the 
State, it will be found possible at an early 
date to introduce the childhood endowment 
''~:heme, the announcement of which wa~ 
l'ecoived eo favourably by the people during 
the elections. I am quite sure it will 
bP one of the first Bills introduced when 
matters have been adjusted. 

During this debate, the only criticism 
hurled at the Government has been purely 
a diatribe against the actions of the Govern­
ment, and our friends opposite seem to have 
clutched at the only straw loft to them, 
and centred their abuse on the alleged guilt 
of the Government in roll-stuffing and so 
forth in connection with the elections. Any­
o_ne who has had anything to do with elec­
tions must know that it is almost impossible 
for a person to record a vote twice in any 
Plectorat<>, because the scrutineers have a 
k_nowledge of every £>lector .. At every elec­
tiOn that I have had anythmg to do with 
iho scrutineers have had a knowledge of 
every elector personally. I am speaking of 
country electorates, and I believe the same 
thing applies to metropolitan electorates. 

J\Ir. :MORGAN: Double voting took plac·~' 
in my electorate. 

:\.fr. H. J. RYA"-1: I have contested five 
elections, and on each occ.tsion, with the 
exception of the last, one person voted 
twice. 'l'he remarkable thing is, as I have 
ascertained, that those persons did not vote 
for me. I have ascertained from the scruti­
ncNs that those persons voted for my 
opponpnt, or at anv rate thev had the 
rPputation of being on the Tory side. 

:\Ir. MoRG\l\: Y on admit that it can be 
done? 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: I also ascertained that 
it all arc"· out of a mistake on the part of 
the presiding officer in failing to tick off the 
na:me. rrhere is a penalty not exceeding 
seven years for the offence of double voting, 
and I am sure that no sane man would go 
to a booth to duplinte his vote in the way 
f'nggcsted by hon. me1nbors opposite. 

T_he movement behind this party is the only 
poht1cal movement that can be claimed to 
have a soul. That soul was instilled into 
the Australian Commonwf'alt.h bv the miners 
who hold the Eureka stockade. ·Seventy-two 
or seventy-three years ago the English 
soldiers ambushed the miners within the 
stockade erected at Eureka, and on each 
occasion when I visit my native State I 
stand bare-headed before the monument 
erected to the memory of those men. as I 
cannot help contemplatino- the foundation 
they laid for us. '" 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Hear, 
hear! That was the first blow for Australian 
liberty. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: I took advantage of 
the opportunity to writ.o down the names of 
the fir.,t Labour martyrs, whose names are 
engraved upon that monument. I do not 
know whether they have previously appeared 
in "Hansard," but, with that object, I 
intend w read to the U ouse the names of 
the twcniy-onc lHCll appearing thereon:-

John Haynes, County Clare, Ireland 
Patricl< Gettings, Kilkenny, Ireland 
Thoma, Mull en, Kilkenny, Ireland 
.Samuel Green, London 
Edward Thonen, Prussia 
,John Hafcle, \Vurtemburg 
J olm Diamond, County Clare. Ireland 
Thomas O'Neill. Kilkenny, Ireland 
John Donaghy, Donegal, Ireland 
William Clifton, Bristol, England 
Ed" ard Quinn, County Cavan, Ireland 
W. Quinlan, Goulburn, N.S.\V. 
\V. Emn1erman, Hanover 
Lieutenant Ross, Canada 
Thaddcus MDore, County Clar, Ireland 
Jas. Brown, Newry, Ireland 
Robert Julien, Nova ScDtia. 
Nlichacl Crowe, Ireland 
Thomas Fent.on, England 
Edward McGlynn, Ireland 
John Robertson, Scotland. 

Those twenty-one men wore ambushed and 
massacred per medium of the bayonets of the 
soldiers because they had the temerity to 
stand out at Bal!arat, in Victoria, in defence 
of their rights as a protest against a Govern­
ment who were endeavouring to kill the 
democratic spirit of those pioneen'. 

The hon. member for Oxley has just 
referred to what we owe for our inheritance 
from our forefathers, but I would also like 
to point out the privileges t.hat thDse men 
handed down tD this party, and they are 
privileges that this part~" prize and will 
uphold. One Df those privileges is the up­
holding and maintenance of d<Jmocracy in 
this country, at least wit.hin this State of 
Queensland. 

Mr. KELSO: Are you the only· democrats in 
Queensland? 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: I am quite satisfied 
that my. hon. friend is not one, or he would 
not be sitting where he is. 

i\1r. KELSO: I am a bigger democrat than 
you are. (Government laughter.) 

:VIr. H. J. RYAN: To show how bereft 
mn· friends on t.hP other side were of a 
policy. or of the necessary fighting spirit 
behind them in the recent elections, we 
beheld the spectacle of five pastoral constitu­
encies falling to this party unopposed. 

Mr. MORGAN: Why? 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: I will tell the hDn. 
member why. After the strikE's of 1891 
and 1894, which succeeded the 1890 strike, 
the squatters of ·western Queensland coun· 
se lied the shearers to elect their own repre­
sentatives to Parliament. To such purpose 
wns that adviee acted on by the shearers 
and workers that we now have the spectacle 
of five nast.oral electoratos-Burke, Gregory, 
Mitchell, Barcoo, and W an·ego-going by 
default so far as our friends opposite are 
concerned. We are now the squatters' repre­
sentatives. 

Mr. KELSO: You said the graziers were 
supporting you. 

Mr. H. J. Ryan.] 
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Mr. I-I. J. RYAN: Where is the sauatters' 
gold now? · 

j\1r. MORGAN: Over on your side. 

Mr. I-I. J .. RY A?\: The squrrtters will not 
now g1vo then· money to assist candidates of 
thc party opposite against the Labour 
ca!ldidates. The fact that five members of 
th1s party were returned unopposed at the 
recent election did not aurrur well for the 
success of the Opposition. •~lJO were affected 
by sour t;Tapcs and resorted to the cry of 
"stipking fis~." Cmning to a lator period, 
wo find that m an eJ'dcavonr to displace this 
Govcrnnwnt our friends opposite adopted 
any . methods that they could possibly 
"'0llCC'IV8. 

:Mr. KELSO: That is a nasty thing to say, 
anrl it is not true. 

Mr .. H. J. RYAN: Take the endeavour 
to bnbe members of Parliament. 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhat had >Ye to do >vith 
that" 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \'\' ORKS : You 
can't wash you hands of that. 

Mr. KELSO: What rot. 

The SPK\KER: Order! Order! 

Mr .. H. J. RY.\N: When w<' had a 
n_laJont-y of only_ two hon. members oppo­
Site fa:ded In the1r _en~oayours to encourage 
h?n. me~11bers on thts side to go over and so 
g1ve them sufficient men to depose this 
Covcrnm 0 nt. Their intention. had theY 
deposed this Government for a time, was to 
gerrymander the mlls and go back to the 
old e-ystem, wherc~y anybody applying for 
the r1_1rht. to .-ote m th1s State would have 
to rcsl(lo m the Slate for twelve months and 
111 an elect0rate fo:· six months. Those regu­
latiOns eXIsted prwr to the advent of this 
Government, which made it po,sible for a 
man :vho had been in the Si.ate three months 
and m ~n electorate o_ne month to qualify 
as an D1Prtor. Our fnonds opposite \vould 
at once have made it impossible for the 
man who had to travel the country looking 
for \vork, or '''ho had to mo,Te a bout from 
r_lac0 to place '_vhen carryi11g on his occupa­
tion. to get h1s name on the roll. This 
Government _made it easy to get on the rnll 
and vc,· · -chfficu lt to get a person off the 
r_oll. Those are the rules wo have estab­
lished, and to which we intend to adhere. 

::V1:r. KEL~O: Yet only on0-half of the 
people vote for ·.\ ou, and that not the intelli­
g·ent half. (Government laughter.) 

:VTr. I_I. :T. RYAN: I trust that the Pre­
mier will mtrod1•co a childhrod endowment 
scheme when he has readjusted his financial 
provramme. I quite understand it is 
poss1ble that the hon. gentleman's financial 
scheme has been di;;ar-ranged to some extent 
thyough the action of the Prime Minister 
With regard to the per capita payments. 

Mr. KELSO: You know the childhood 
endowment scheme wa•. only a political gag. 

l'IJr. .H. J. RYAN: Another question 
wh1ch Js of great importance to me as a 
rcprec:entative of the far North is that the 
Government have seen fit to close down the 
Chillagoe mines. The closing of those mines 
has an indirect bearing on the whole of the 
fa-r ~orth. It has some bearing on the 
Ether1dge and Croydon mining districts, 
and the Cook and the Herberton districts 
which '!re contiguous to the boundaries of 
the Ch11lagoe mining field, and I am in 

[Mr. H. J. Ryan. 

great hov0s that. even though it has been 
eeen fit to close down those mines as a State 
enterprise, the i]overmnent will give some 
assistance to the miners and representatives 
of syndicates to carry on the mines, as well 
as assisting prospectors in opening up nevv 
shows. 

I have everv confidence in the far northern 
portion of thi's State, and I hope that. in the 
Treasurer's Budget so 11e greater pro.-ision 
will be made for granting assistance to 
prospectors and miners in the far northern 
district in order to assure. if possible, that 
thf' Chillagoc smelter'· will be kept. on as a 
going concern. 

So long as there has been a Federal 
Government in Aust-ralia an endeavour has 
been made to develop what is known as the 
Northern Territory. I do not intend to go 
into the question of v:hat has been done in 
that direction and refer to the Northern 

Territory simply because I desire 
[12 noon] to refer to a parallel case-that 

is, the peninsula in Northern 
Qucenslrmd. That peninsula is becoming 
depleted of population, and this is an 
opportune time for the Government to take 
steps. in conjunction wit-h the Federal 
Government. to develop that peninsula by 
giving encouragement to settlers and other 
workers. The first step should be in connec­
tidn with the timb0r industrj· in the penin­
sula. I am sure that. the Forestry Depart­
ment has no conception of the amount of 
timber lying dormant there, and which is 
being burnt out by bush fires and devastated 
by cyclones and floods periodically. There 
is a large timber tract between Mount 
l\Iolloy and Cooktown and much further 
north than Cooktown. Around Lloyd's Bay 
and other inlets along the coast there is 
timber in abundance. The Forestry Depart­
ment should at once throw open that coun­
t-ry and allow cutters to go in and bring that 
timber to market. I cannot understand the 
policy of the Forestry Department. Time 
after time I have endeavoured to fathom it. 
but it seems to me that for every tree cut 
out th(.~ want to grow another one in its 
place. . That is not a proper policy for a 
State hke _Queensland. or, at any rate, for 
a place hke the Cape York Peninsula. 
Tnere is timber of every description up 
there. That is the only part of Queensland 
where 1\ood cedar can be obtained to-day. 
There 1s cedar there from 6 feet to 8 feet 
in diameter at the base. and the Fore-try 
Dep':'rtment should turn its eye towards that 
portwn of Queensland and throw open these 
lands so that sawmill' ma,- be established 
and that portion of the State developed. 

iYhilo touching on forestry matters, I 
should like to remark on the fact that a 
cert-ain area of timber was thrown open 
!'car Mount ::1-I?lloy _some time ago, and there 
1s a great d1spanty with regard to the 
royalty pa1d for the same class of timber as 
compared with that paid at Atherton. I 
hope the Forestr:: Department. will look into 
this matter, and, if poosible, rectify that 
anomrrly, because cutters and teamsters and 
others interested in timber round Mount 
Mo!loy ref~ained from putting in any t-ender 
for that timber at ::1-Iount Molloy because 
of the disparity between the royalty charged 
and the royalty charged for similar timber 
in the Atherton district. ' 

Another matter I would like to refer to 
is the pearJ.fishing industry at Thursdav 
Island. That is perhaps .a Commonwealth 
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matter, but, seeing that the Queenslaml 
Governtneut arc charged vvith the donwstic 
affairs of the State and collect revenue 
from traders and residents at Thursday 
Ishud. they should endeavour to get the 
Commom' ea!th Government to alter the 
~System of indenturing labour for the pearl 
fishinc( at Thursday Island. If I wore to 
mention \vhite labour to some people on 
Thursday Island I should be howled down; 
but I a1n going to advocate that the J apa­
nesc> pearlers be driven out of Thursday 
[slaEd. Something like £20,000 per .annum 
leaves this State and goes to Japan. The 
ropubtion of tho i.land is roughly from 
1.70J to 2,000. and of that number tlwre arc 
only 500 or 600 of our ov:n people. A walk 
llP the main street of 'Thursday Island will 
bring ba,ck to anyone who knr-w this State 
t.hirt.Y years ago ron1injsccnces of BundabPrg, 
1Y1arvhorough. Childors. Cairn , alld other 
-sug,- r-produ,-.,ing countric:;:. 

Hon. W. II. BARKES: 'vVh.1t does the Pre­
mier sa.~: \vith regard to that? 

Mr. H. J. RYAX: I am mentioning the 
mattr~r so that th0 PrrJnier nut:; eonsidcr it. 
I am rcmilld<•d of the tirrw v:hen I used 
to a lk up the str0ds of Bundaberg, and 
the shop windowo had in thc·m a plug of 
t.obP•.co, with a ticket markc•d ls. 6cl. or 2s. 
on it. to sho\Y the kanaka what it \Yas cost­
ing. Therl~ '.Vas no such thing as a proper 
mark on am·thin.:;. There would be a red 
handkcrchii f. a suit of cloth0s, or a pair 
of booLc. There would be an amount placed 
on tho toe of the boot or on the end of tho 
garrnelltl':) off0rcd for s::tlr. Thc:.;c vn_"rc the 
rnethods in vogue thirty years ago in Queens­
land, just prior to the ,,<ping out of kanaka 
l.lbour. Ever one knows that thos0 who sat 
·on the TrC'<lS~lry brncho3 in those davs. as 
\vcll a:;: those ~n the Frdpral Par}ic_lrnent. 
desired to keep black labour going in those 
times. There are men in Thursdav Island 
-and hon. members oppo·.ite will fight 
strenuously for them-who desire to keep 
this coloured labour going there. \Vith 
white labour we should have a contented 
cun-:.rnunity on rrhursday Island. It would 
be hettc-- for the people of the Cook elec­
toratH a•. \veil as the r0st of Queensland, 
and it would be a great thing for Australia. 
We talk of a white AuRtralia, but here are 
white 1ncn who are ctnploviug Japan0se~ 
natives of a countrv \V ho ~at anv moment 
may cross a few ielands and make their 
advent thr.ough the western coast of the 
Gulf into Quecn<.land and perhaps through­
out. Australia. If the )Jorthcrn Territorv 
is to be deveiotwd nnd populated fo1· 
strate:;ric r~'asons. then the Peninsula also 
should be populated and developed. and 
white labour should obtain in Thursdav 
Island. It should be made compulsory to 
employ white labour. If the pearl-shelling 
industry cannot sub~idt under vvhite labour, 
then wipe it out altogether. 

Mr. KELcO: You also said that the 
Japancsr- should b(' sent av.;ay. 

Thir. H .. J. RYAX: Certainly they should 
be sent a\v·:::v. 

Mr. KELSO: 
relations? 

What about diplomatic 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: I would not say they 
should be sent away, but they should be 
taken from that industry. 

Mr. MDRGAN: Can whites do the work? 

Mr. H. J. RY.\N: When white labour was 
introduced into the sugar industry of 
Qneensland some people said that a white 
man could not do the work, and t.hat it was 
a black man's work. If you go into the 
sugar fields to-day you will see the content· 
ment under which the men are working. The 
sugar industry is the best labour·employing 
industry in Queensland to-day, and there are 
more contented employees in it than in any 
other industry of the State. I say that the 
work at Thursdav Island can also be done 
y ith ·white htbou1·. I know nothing that a 
white man cannot do that a black man can do. 
If a Japanese can go down and get a few 
pearls from tho bottom of the ocean a few 
fathoms deep, a white man can do it. Of all 
the naked or skin div0rs at Thursday Island 
the best are the whites. The Japanese cannot 
compote with them. They have not the 
stamina, they have not the courage that 
white men have, and I say emphatically that 
this industry should be conducted under 
white labour conditions, and that this Go­
vernment should make overtures to the 
Federal Government in order that this should 
he brought about. It is a disgrace to Queens­
land and to Australia 1hat pl'ari.,hG!lin;; 
should be carried out under its present con­
ditions, and t.hat labour should be indented 
under tho system in operation at p1:esent. 
Incidentally let me remark that I notice by 
the papers that an endeavour is being made 
by the pearl traders at Thursday Island 
and Broome, in Western Australia-practic­
ally the only two portions of Australia where 
this industrv is being carried on-to pool 
their product. I hope that, if anything is 
clone bv tlfis Government in the matter, 
Pithcr ii1 conjunction with the Western Aus­
tralian or the Federal Government, a pro­
viso will be inserted in the agreement that 
it shall be made a white labour industry. I 
say that white men can do the work as well 
as th' Japanese. 

Mr. KELSO: Your party has had the oppor­
tunity to do so during all these years. 

Mr. H. J. RYAK: I am urging this Go­
vernment to make fresh overtures to the 
Federal Government with a view to making 
this a white labour industrv. Early in the 
historv of the Commonwealth Parliament, 
an endeavour was made by the then La.bour 
member for Herbert in the Federal House of 
Representatives to have this made a whi·te 
man's industry. A board of inquiry visited 
Thursday Island and Broome, certain evi­
dence was taken, and a report was sent in 
favourable to the idea, but nothing more 
was done about it. 

Mr. KELSO: The Fisher Government had 
the opportunity. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: The Government of 
which mv friend is the lineal desDendant 
would not stand for white labour. If they 
aro White Australians, I ask them from my 
place in this House to take a.ction in the 
direction I have indicated. I ask that the 
F0dcral member for Herbert, Dr. Nott, take 
st0ps at once to make this a white lab<?ur 
industry. If that cannot be done, then wrpe 
it out alto!J'ether. It is of practically no 
benefit to the State, since nearly the whole 
of the money earned goes away to Japan. 
These are facts. ·why attempt to contra­
dict them? 

I hope that, when the Treasurer introduces 
his Budget speech, he will indicate that the 

Mr. H. J. Ryan.] 
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Government intend to do as I have sug­
D"ested with regard to the mining industry, 
and that they propose to give greater assist­
a nee to prospectors and miners in the far 
~orth. I think that in times gone by or 
within the last few years too mue.h money 
has b0cn spent in centres which had the 
reputation of being the bigger mining 
rPn tres. The time has come when nearly 
the whole of that expenditure should be cut 
out and the money given to districts where 
there are bona fide prospectors, true as steel 
and hard as nails, who are prepared to go 
out into the backblocks, who are the true 
pioneers of this State and Commonwealth, 
and who only require a little assistance in 
their endeavour to une:1rth more of the great 
wealth that lies beneath the soil. I hope 
that the Government will assist the mining 
industry to a greater extent now than ever 
before. Certain savings will be made by 
the closing of Chillagoe, and I hope that the 
amount w.hich will be saved will be spent in 
the C'hillago~' district or in the area sur­
rounding it, in order to assist men attached 
to the mining industry. \Ve have always 
urged that the drift from the country to the 
cities and the coast must be stopped, and 
action of the kind that I suggest is the only 
way to retard that drift, as it would assist 
in developing and opening up the timber 
lands in far North Queensland. 

GovERNME};T J\iE~fBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL (!Jalo•f), who, on 
rising t-8 speak, \vas greeted 'with rhoers 
from both sides of the House, said: This is 
the first occaoion on which I have had an 
opportunity of addressing this House. J\lr. 
Spe:tker, and I desire to congratulate you 
on your elevation again to Speakership. 
Fmm my observations of vour tact and 
ability, I am sure you will extend justice to 
us all. Personally, I am of the opinion t.ha t 
a most suitable per,on in vourself has been 
sele-cted, and it gi vcs H1P Yt~ry n1urh pleasure 
to congratulate yon on your appointment. 

I have been ekr:ted member for Dalby in 
tlns House. as a representative of the pri­
mary produc.ei'S, and although I sit on tho 
OppcsitJOn side of the House, t.hat will not 
mean that I do not intend to assist the 
Government in every po,,siLlc wa.v to pass 
measures for the advancement of the man 
on the land. The man on the land has boon 
•wglectod for quite a long time. IIe has 
boon unable tD obt.ain sufficient n"nresenta­
tion in this House. and I am hop~ful that 
m the near future he will be far more 
(•xten~ivol~r l'Pprrsented. I have f'arned· m~ 
living on tbo land ever since lcayjna school 
and it is my earnest desire to a~~d~t tl{~ 
G<wernmcnt to . the utmost in int.roducing 
s~hcmes that will be for the advancement 
of lC!C primary producers. I desire to take 
this . opportunity of congratulating the 
PrcmH'r upon the wise appointments of Mr. 
W. L. Payne alld Mr. H. D. ~Jacros,an as 
Judges. the former to tho Land Court and 
the latter to the Supreme Court of Queens­
lane~. 3/Ir. Pn:nw IS a man of undoubted 
a\Hhtv and practical expcrienc,~, and one 
highly capable of carrying out the important 
work entrnsted to him. In Judge Macrossan 
we have a man. of outstanding ability. and 
nnc ,. w~o has nsen to the pinnacle of his 
prole,sion through sheer merit. By the 
a ppomtmcnt of such eminent gentlemen the 
Premier has in~tillcd a feeling of security 
and confid, nee 111 the people of this State. 
I con!l'ratnlate him on the wisdom of these 
appomtments. 

[ilir. H. J. Ryan. 

I feel that I must register my disapproval 
of the action of the Government in increas­
ir>p; freights and fares on the railways, 
th0rcby placing a burden upon (.hose least 
able 'CO bear it. The burden will fall upon 
;c s0c1 ion of people who will be unable to 
pa" on the charges. The other day an hon. 
nw nher opposite as•crted that the difference 
bel vvccn the rcycnt:e and the p;.:pcnditure of 
the rail \Ya.Ys l'Pprcscnted a subsidy to pri~ 
mary producers. The deficit is not. caused 
altogether through bad n1anagcment, and, 
to In~~ .mind, it is not an in1proper proce­
dure to pay a subsidy out of consolidated 
l'l'\'enue to the man on the land by this 
means. There is no doubt that at the 
prr-;ent time it. is yerv hard to malw the 
raih. ays pay. The polio,\ purmed be· the 
Go\·ernn1Cllt has been a \Yrong ono. Their 
present policy is: curtailment of services. 
incre,u, •cl freights and fares, cessation 
of d.P. elop1ncntal work, disn'lissal of men, 
JT,fus Ll to connect up railway links, and the 
Pn<· uragcnwnt of motor transport. I would 
like to urge upon the Gove1·nment that their 
policy should be an extension of services, 
cheaper freights and fares, the linking up 
of the railway systems ,,·here it can be done 
cconomic1ll:·· and to advantage, and the 
extension of non-paying lines where it is 
j ustilied and will lead to the encouragement 
of further production. I am quite sure that 
the railways could be made to pay if greater 
encourai/;ement was given to those on the 
land. The higher the freights the less oppor­
tunity wil! those men have of using the rail­
ways, wh1lc a greater encoura'Icn1cnt will 
be given to motor transport. ~ 

It was "ith regret that I viewed the 
statement of the Government that they 
looked upon the deficit in the nat.ure of a 
subsidy to the primary producer and their 
subseque~t action. in. not o_nly t~king a way 
that subsidy, but m mcreasmg the fares and 
freights in an attempt to combat the losses 
on the railways. 

I contend that there is no such thing as 
over-supply. The more production we have 
th.c greater the Yolume of work the railways 
will have to do. I have heard it stated on 
the floo~ of this House that the greater thG 
production the grrater the loss. That is abso­
lutely wrong. The greater the production 
the cheaper the cost of living will bt'romc. 
It is the dutY of the Government to pro­
Yide cheaper rneans of communic1tion for 
the people on the land to transport the real 
wealth of thP country to the cities for con· 
wmption. If that is. not done ... motor trans· 
port will bProme more favoured. I would 
regret to think that the capital invested in 
our railwaYs should be depreciated by that 
means. and that tho mom•v that should be 
available for the pavment of interest on that 
capital should be e~pended in the purchase 
of petrol and oil for motor transport and 
JP id to other countries. 

The land policv of the Government has 
bl•on wrongl;c ad~inistered. The policv of 
the Govrrnrrwllt with regard to land adminis 
tration has born one of high land taxes, high 
rents, and high railages. The Government 
ha Ye looked too much to the land for revenue 
and have given no concer,sjons whatever t~ 
those farmPrs !iYing on what is called ]i,;ing 
areas. Tho policy I advocate is: the 
abolition of the land tax, lower rents-and 
these on a sliding scale-lower railway 
freights, with concessions to those in a smaii· 
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way-which would tend t{)wardR greater pro 
duction-a better clap,ification of resump· 
tions, and the allocation of large areas. 

I contend that the policy adcptcd by tho 
GovornnH'nt in relation to closer settlement 
has been '.Yrong. and the result. to my mine!, 
has been a failure. There is no question 
that we have land second to none. We have 
the men, and we have the opportunities. 
We, therefore, have the three main factors 
noccs .. ary, and its non-success shows that the 
policy of the GoYernment has been wrong. 
The mistake, to my mind, has been in the 
adtninistration. 

.\t 12.23 p.m., 

THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Pollock 
(;r, wry) relieved the Speaker in the chair.' 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: There ha Ye n{)t 
been suftici .nt conceesions to the settlers, 
while the subdivision of the area~ has boon 
unsuitable,_ and the values placed on the 
l'Csumed properties haYe been too high. For 
a successful scheme of closer settlement the 
rents should be on a sliding scale, merely 
nominal in the case of living areas, and 
increasing st~cply with Pach acre ncld {)VCr 
,,nd above v;hat is ref_(:1rdcd as a living area. 
·with this deterrent there will be no reason to 
limit the areas, n s the steepness of the scale 
of rent will be the governing factor. If a 
system such :c.s this is fair with respect to 
land and income tax, it should be infinitely 
more fair as regards land settlement. 

0PPOSITWJoi 1\lEMBERS: Hear, hear l 

J\Ir. W. A. RUSSELL: Under the present 
-conditions no poor 1nan or a man working 
for "ages can go on the land and start 
from nothing. I started from nothing on 
the land and I would never have made 
good if I had been working under the 
conditions obtaining at the present time. 
The reason why more' people are not going 
on the land is became insufficient attrac· 
tions are being offered to them. How can 
anyone start from nothing and hope to make 
a mccess when the capital value of the land 
selected is so high? The result of th<> 
subdivi .. ion of the Jimbour and C'ecil Plains 
areas by the Government has afforded suffi· 
cient evidence to shm,, why those resumptions 
h·wo proYod fa!luros. The Government 
resumed that land at the actual value, 
nnd ga;-e 1t OL!t to the settlers at that 
actual ,;,luu plus the ex pen ;es of resump· 
tion and subdivi5ion. That is vvrong. Hovv 
-Lan a DO\Y scttlrT succeed ·where a moro 
ex1:erion~ed settlor has giYcn up? It is 
qmtc fa1r to re'ume land at the actual 
value from people holding it, but, when 
that bnd is gi,-on out to the new settlers 
it should be given out at the economi~ 
,·alnc. and not the actual value. The 
difference between the economic value and 
the rrctual value is the difference which 
<' 'ates an cqnih· for the settler and enables 
hin1 t? arrarlgc ~ flnance and carry on. Tho 
llHOr•c 1mpru :omcnts he put into the land the 
rnore valu "_blP it bcconH's as an asset to 
him. If. • hen taking lend up at its full 
adtn! va luc. the small man has not th0 
ady,;nt ·g-o of capital, how in the name of 
frco~~ncsl cc.n he carry on? It is impossible. 
Tj1c Gm·ernment are catering only for people 
wno }' 1vc n1onc..-, ·)nd the poor man has ~no 
chance whatever of starting. I hope that 
the Government in draling with the re··.ump· 
t.ion nf the Mount i\bunrlance countrv will 
take into consideration that the land they 

ha\·c pul'chased) at \vhat was a fair rnarkt•t 
value, is at too high a price for any 
settlor to go on a small block and make a 
S!Wct·s of the venture. The result of the 
rt sumption and attempted settlement of 
the Jirnbour country was not only in itself 
a failure. but it depreciated the value of 
the land in the Dalby and surrounding 
districts, bccausP the ven fact of that land 
being unoccupied, and 'of people making 
a failure of it ha .. frightened other settlers 
away from the district. I assure hon. mem­
bers that there is no better land for closer 
settlement than the Jimb~ur and Cecil 
Plains countrv, but it is not suitable for 
intense closer' settlement or agriculture. At 
!he present time we are far ahead of our­
wh'es in the subdivision of land. We should 
not go in for intense subdivision of land, 
bt:t should go from the large areas to 
middle-sized areas. Then. as the country 
dovulopcs and population comes in, there 
\\Ill be room for closer settlement. The 
Government should also remember that in 
throwing open these lands for closer settle­
ment it is not always the quality of the 
land that. regulate'S the success or otherwise 
of tho subdivision. It is the rainfall. The 
lane! i1' the Mamnoa and Dalby districts 
does not need to be anv richer but we want 
a lll(>l'C suitable rairi'fall. Because these 
recent re;umptions and settlements have not 
proYcd a succc"', i~ does not signify that 
Hw land 1- not smtabl0 for closer settle­
tnc~t in 1niddle-sizcd areas, and I an1 quite 
sure that snt cess would attend the settle­
ment of those areas if allowed to be held m 
reasonably sized blocks. 

The difficulty of the sL'ttler in rcg·ard to 
finance is not that he cannot get money 
from the financial institution,, but on 
account of the destruction of the equity 

that the settler had in his land. 
[12.30 p.m.] That shrinkage in value has 
. . . boon caused largely through the 
1mpositwn of the land tax. This tax is 
a most unjust imposition to the man on 
the land, and I recommend the abolition 
of this tax in so far as it relate, to rural 
lands, and it muot be remembered that it 
cannot be passed on. 

Mr. Co::-.;noY: The land tax does not affect 
the small man. 

:Vlr. \\. A. RUSSELL: If I hold a large 
a rea of land m a district and it is worth 
£2 an acre and another m an has a small 
area which is worth from £2 to £2 10s. an 
acre, thho imposition of the land tax on mv 
!and reduces the value by the capitalis•?rl 
o,mount of the land tax and the tax 
having brought my land d~v;n. jt. automa­
tically reduces the value of the land held 
by the small man, for, if I am on the marknt 
at 30s. an acre, the other man cannot got 
£2 an acre for his land. I wish the Go­
,·crnment would look at it in that wav. It 
is not that I want to avoid taxation. lt 
is far easier for weaJthy people to pay the 
land tax than it is for the small man. 
Some . time ago I bought a property 
on wh1ch I pa1d a very small deposit. ln 
addition to inte·rest on the wholf1 of tha 
purchase mono.'' I had to pay £500 a year 
Lnd tax. As I !!Ot on and paid off t''" 
purchase price· of that land, I did not feel 
the imposition of thfl land tax. I do not 
feel it to-day e"cept in the depreciated 
value of the holding, for the land hx so 
depreciates a man's holding that he cannot 
often arrange finance. 

~Mr. W. A. R1tssell.] 
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I am very pleased to sec that the Gov<·rn­
ment intend to bring in an amendment of 
the Land Act, and I trust that when 1 his 
amendment is brought in they will hav<· 
due regard to the tenure of the graz1'1g 
farmer, which has been depreciat d t.y 
the present Land Act. Practically the 
whole of the country where the disastrous 
drought is 110\V ragiug is u11dcr grazing 
farm tenure, and, when those people hav·c 
to restock after the drought breaks, they 
will find that the financial companies w1ll 
not accept the grazing farm tenure as 
~-c~curity. 'I'hat tenure is looked upon as 
doubtful securitJ·· The land is alw,!;;s tio0ro. 
\V c cannot take it away with us, therefore 
we should make the tenure of that land as 
good as we possibly can, and let the 
settlers ha vo an opportunity of rl 1 :_-ywing 
the fin_:ncial institutions to arrange financ~ 
for them instead of them ha Ying to come 
to the Goycrlnnent for a<::sista.nce. 1 n 
dcsttoying the equity Yalue of the land the 
GoYernment haYe done no good to them­
seh·es nor to the settler. If, when the l,;nd 
tax f'arnc in. the unearned incrc1nent nad 
bce.n taken for the usll of the people. i 
would h:wc bePn in accord with them; buL 
it did not come to an,·one; it has been 
destroyed, and what is" destroyed is :est. 
If the equity were allowed to l'C'main in 
the land, the settler woulrl haYe no difficulty 
"\vhatover in arrangin3' finance frorn al)y cf 
the financial in,,tituticns alrcadv in (•x1stcnl'c. 
and the Government wou'J not hC' a~kerl 
for assistance, as he would lH' dllP 
to obtain that finance through tho orcl1na rv 
financial channels, of which \VE' haYC :-:.:','> 

many in this StatA. I wish the Goyernment 
wouid look at this side of the• •JL!('si·ion. 
It is 110t a mattC'r of any advantage 10 
my··elf-T am speaking for the wellbei:n 
of those people who cannot financ~ thcm­
eeh·es. 'Men who are well off do not need 
so much help; it is the poor rr~:, n '\Ye are 
driving off the land who needs the assis­
tance. 

I congratulate the Governm9nt on tbe 
good work that has been done for the 
men on the land by the Prickly-pear Land 
Commission. Our settlers have a great deal 
of faith in the Commission, but I would like, 
if possible, restrictions on the small men to 
be made lighter. In my disi.ricc thoro 
are a good many dairy farmers on pear 
infested areas who are doing the very best 
they can to eradicate the pear. They have 
to complv with the conditions imposed when 
they shoi,ld be resting; that is, they have 
lo work early and late, as long hours are 
worked in the dairying industry, and they 
cannot afford to pay award rates in having 
the pear cleared, and have to do it in their 
spare time. The Government should do all 
they can to ease the conditions in regard 
to these men when evidence is given that 
they are doing their best to clear the pear. 
In regard to the bigger man, I advocate 
no remission at all; whatever conditions 
are imposed should be enforced. It only 
means that he has to spend a little more 
money, and the sooner it is spent and the 
work is done the better it will be. The 
bigger men will thank the Government for 
having imposed these conditions on them 
and making them clear the land aml keep 
it clean. 

I very much regret that the Government 
intend to raise the salaries of hon. members. 
I think this is a very bad time to do this, 
when there is distress amongst tho work-

[Mr. W. A. Rnssell. 

ing people, which will probably end in the 
dJSrnissal of men from their employment. I 
hope the Government will see fit to leave 
the matter an open question so that every 
hon. member will have the free exercise of 
his opinion when the matter comes to a vote. 

I notice in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech no reference is made to one of the 
most important matters with which tlv_.h Go­
vernment will have to dcal-th•1t is, the im­
rnigration agreement. Under this r-q . .!..t'Dt,:-n•::nt, 
v:hich has already been signed, the States 
between thmn will have the exp•.md i l u c·c of 
about £34,000,000. It is, therefore, Y''''Y lieces­
sary to promote a forward polic,; of ie;cms­
trial expansion and development m Queens­
land with a view to absorbing th'-te incre:J.-cd 
population which will result from inrrnigra­
tion. I advocate that a co1npl(-:>'·e t>xanurLl­
tion of all the rc~aurces of our Sra tt -hc.n1ld 
be entered into with the adYico n nd ""is­
tanco of leading commercial rnen, r:Jetallur­
gists, and land and rnining C'Xl'L'l'l \\·ith 
e. Yiew to evolving schemes in order to 
carry out the provisions of this ngre0m0nt, 
those schemes to then be submitted to ihc 
Cabinet for their final approval-the 
schemes to be non-political. The scheme 
in its eutirctv and the kt~Yll(:t" of the 
policy of the, Government ii! the matter 
should be the development of the resources 
of the State, giving special attention to 
tho.e proposals which will make for the 
economical and more advantageous working 
of the railways. In this connection I refer to 
the necessary connection between the Burnett 
and the Downs, via Kingaroy and Bell. This 
connection would open up a large area of 
rich agricultural land, and, although the 
deputation to the Premier the other day did 
not got much ground for hope in the matter, 
unless it was shown then that if the connec­
tion would be economically advantageous to 
the working of the rejlways. I wouhl like to 
point ont in this connection that it is coun­
try where we get very few failures. If you 
(rO out West the position is different, but in 
the area of which I speak there are practic­
ally no failures in settlement, and I trust 
the Government will bear that in mind when 
dealing with the proposal for this connection 
and opening up of this land under this agree­
ment. 

Another propooal I want to deal with is 
the cxtcmion of the non-paying lines. v. hich 
arc only non-paying because they have not 
gone quite far enough. A casn. I wish h> 
refer to is the extension from J andow "' to 
Burra Burri. which would mean the construc­
tion of only another 25 miles. It would tap 
a rich timber district and open up 1ich 
scrub land. A large number of settlers an' 
already there, and a promise of a rail way 
11·as made to them some vcars ago. I think 
it is clue to them, therefore, that they should 
haYe the railway communication which they 
have been promised, and \Yhich .:s so 
necessary. 

The other day the hon. member for Eachmn 
stated in this House that the rrbco.;r,c'' of a. 
freehold tenure waq not respon ibl·J for 1 ho 
position of the man on the , .m,l, but the 
trouble was tho want of lim,ncc. I would 
like to inform the hon. member that tenure 
and finance are interdependent, and, if the 
tenure is good, finance is easy. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. W. A. RUSSELL: Thn. ho:·. mPmbc! 
for Eacham also stated that the value of any 
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l:md wa' determined by what it could pro· 
duce. The hon. member ought to know that 
the actual value of land is based not only 
on what it will produce but also upon what 
rellt i9 charged for it and its frccdorn fron1 
or liability to taxation. If these tw., factors 
are too high, the land beconws depreciated 
in valne, and, notwithstandin1 its potential 
value for thn parpos0s of production, high 
rents and liabilitv to taxation mav make it 
vnluC'lcss from the cconon1ic point of view. 
r_rhc hon. mmnbcr also ;;tatPd that increasctl 
pl·~ccs for con11noditle:':l meant increase in 
production, with the result that no market 
could be obtained for those goods, and the 
result would be over-production. I agree 
• .. ·ith tlw hon. member; therdoro, I say that 
We must give increased facilities to tbe j•rO· 
duc.::r~ by concessions to the men vrho arc 
obtaining their living from the land-that is. 
to the men who are actually produ~iug on 
living areas. Let the bigger men look after 
thcm.:.'clvcs. I fnn using 111y advocacy for the 
stnall men. Having been a sn1all man, I 
know the difficulty they l>aYe to go through 
in making a living; hut, if once you get them 
well started, and if yon do not break their 
hearts. you will find in them a ha c'PY and 
contented people. 

Mr. LLOYD (Krl1•in Grorc): The refe1·· 
once to the relations between the Common· 
wc•alth and the State GoYernmcnts suggests 
the quc+tion whid1 a gTeat many Australians 
arc now asking-in fact, nearly all Aus· 
tralians who take the welfare of this corn· 
munity seriously- Has federation been a 
failure? I Yoted for federation, and after 
twenty-five years' experience I think that 
I was justified, but only just. I was not 
an enthusiast in its favour. I saw a little 
more advantage than disadvantage in it, but 
only just a little more. I hr,ve not seen any 
improvement in the position since. Federa· 
tion was achieved by what •.:'e mip;ht call a 
miracle of statesmanship and diplomacy. 
There was fiscal chaos in the Australian 
community. We had six tariffs in Australia, 
and the 'confusion had to he got rid of 
somehow. The men who reallv applied 
themselves to the solution of this task of 
the elimination o£ the confusion had to 
make many compromises in order to get a 
majority. They had to throw out baits in 
every direction, and one of the baits thrown 
out was to catch the growing Labour vote; 
that bait was " a thoroughly democratic Con­
stitution." The Federal Constitution of Aus­
tralia was devised not so much to meet the 
future needs of Australia as to suit the needs 
of those who sought to obtain interstat-e 
freetrade at any cost. As a result we have 
a custmns union, and \YC hasc. perhaps, a 
better means of dealing with matters of 
defence; but beyond that there is very lit-tle 
to he said. The big things that the Com­
monwealth Government did were done in 
the first few year3 of their existence. Every· 
thing that has been done for many years 
past could have been very much bett-er done 
by a conference of Premiers, and it is time 
that Wd considered the question of a revision 
of the Federal Constitution. The Australian 
public are not ready for unification. You 
might put unification on a political plat-form 
as an abstract proposal, but when the con­
crete application of it arises, then those who 
aro advocating it Bee strong· reasons for 
opposing it. Some of us who had unifi­
cat-ion on our platform recently have to 
recognise that even a limited application of 
it would be most undesirable and disastrous 

at present. \Ve want reform in the direction 
of having a less cumbersome Commonwealth 
Constitution. Certainly, this would be an 
extremely difficult thing to do, because we 
h''ve Yested interests to contend with. Every­
one is biassed. I have no doubt that. as a 
member of a State Parlie.ment, I am biassed 
in favour of the retention of State Parlia· 
ments. None of us can csrane bias. But the 
opinions I hold now are th~ opinions I held 
lcng before I was a State mcmh<'r, or antici­
pated becoming a State member, and I 
believe that the majmity of citizens outside 
are as far off advocating a complete system 
of unification as ever they were. \Ve want to 
think out some kind of Comtitution that will 
have no overlapping. All that hc•~s been done 
in the common intcre"ts of Australia with 
regard to defence, customs, and posbll matters 
could have been done by a body ckctcd from 
the representative Houses of the different 
Parliaments of Au.,traiia. I believe it is 
time we sle.rted a crusade for reform in that 
direction 

I must congratulate the Government on 
the stand· taken in vetoing the proposals 
of the \Vater and Sewerage Board for a 
new Fystcln of rating. The Govl:rnment, jn 
that ca,e, insisted that the policy which this 
party advocates should he carried out. The 
GoYernment did right. In the past I have 
romplained in this House about the apathy 
of the Government to metropolitan interests. 
I considered that the Government should 
have intervened when the Brisbane Tram­
way Trust started raising fares, but it is 
better late than never, and, if the Govern­
ment continue the stand they have taken 
up, when they find that the policy of the 
party which supports them is being dis· 
credited by another body in control of a 
semi-Government concern, they will step 
in and sec that its policy is not so dis­
credited. Following that, I hope that before 
long the Government will use what power 
it has, or take such powers, if necessary, 
to investigate thoroughly the conduct of 
the Brisbane tramwavs and discover how an 
enterprise which paid handsome profits to 
a private company is now losing money. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Do you suggest 
that the Government should also review 
their own action in increasing railway fares 
and freights? 

Mr. LLOYD : Review anything at all 
which may possibly throw light on any 
mismanagement. I regret very much that 
the GoYernment found it necessary to raise 
railway fares and freights. I speak for 
the metropolis, for I do not know enough of 
<Onditions outside it. There was a time 
when we had to pay tolls on bridges. There 
'vas a time, too, jn older countries "\v·hen 
toll gates were placed along macadamised 
roads, anrl the individuals who used those 
roads had to pay for their upkeep. \Ve 
have gone further than that. I do not 
,,-ant to give hon. members a shock, but 
we achieved a certain amount of commun· 
ism when we substituted roads built out of 
pnblic rates. I believe the time will come 
·,1hen we shall apply the same policy to the 
raihvays. In the meantime, we must 
make communication as cheap as possible, 
and in the metropoli·; it is especially nec0s­
sary for the health and wellbeing of tbo 
rcsid·~nts therein that communication with 
the suburbs should he easy and cheap. We 
have a Fair Rents Court to deal with 
excessive rents that are charged to poorer 
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tenants. The result is that the rents. in 
Brisbane are lower than in any other capital 
in Australia. The Fair Rents Court, th.ough, 
is a very imperfect piece of machm.e~y, 
and at time~ it works somewhat ~nfa.trly. 
The real solution of the rents questiOn IS to 
make the outer suburbs accessible to workers 
to build their own homes. The drawmg :'way 
of possible tenants from t?e crowded mner 
suburbs in this manner Will allow the rent 
question to solve itself. For that reason 
I very much regret that the . Government 
had found it necessary to mcrease the 
railway fares, but neceEsity ln;wws no law. 
and I am ono of those old-fashwned persons 
who believe that the ledger must be squared 
at anv cost. So long as this is part of a 
consistently applied scheme of economy, . I 
will loyally stand behmd the Government m 
putting that po\icj' into operation. 

That brings me to another question­
a very delicate q~estion. That is the qu~s­
tion of the salarws of members of Parlia­
ment. which has been touched upon during 
this debate. I propose to give my individual 
views on the matter. 

Mr. KELSO: X o··:~ we will listen to you. 

Mr. LLOYD: I shall g·ive my individual 
opinion. Other hon. I_n~mbers J:ave pre­
viously given their mdivtdu.d opimons. I 
have already declared mpelf as .being 
opposed to anv increase 1n the salarJes of 
hon. members ;t the present time, and have 
done so on several occasion~. C>~rtainly 
what I said was said in private, hut it i, 
said that a secret is sornu~n.~ng that i~ kno,nl 
only to one person, ':'nd ~he O]Jinions of 
public men expressed 111 J?l'lvate mvanably 
become known puhhcly If the m~ttt<-r Is 
of sufficient interest. I fi.::1d it 1;; gcrwrully 
known that I am o::w of th•e rue1nbc'l'S 
on this side of the I-IousG \Vh:) ::tre :1P;'J(·"'ed 
to anv incre.~:;;.e H1 JH~ snln l'lf'S of 1~1Clllt...·l'l s 
at th~ present ti·me. lf 1 remccm•:d "tlent 
and allowed m.) attitude and the reasons 
for m~,- attitude trJ b.J gues~f~d <tt or lnh~ru.•a, 
I might be J5iociate.l with ,-')L'P oi :ill>>' 
people who arc ~111 teiong extrac1pur.<:. ~d·d 
1nalignant ch2r~.--:'s, :-uc·h <:tS •· .... ~ l',lHl on the 
Trea-;ury," ''Legalised robbery." It is in 
order to di.~;-,, 'i··ue rnyself front such cha.rgt!S 
that I am giving my opinion !low .. I 
do not for one moment doubt the mtegnty 
and the g-ood faith of the gentlemen advoca­
tin~ this proposal. althoug·h I diffN from 
tho711 as to thP practicability of it at the 
prc'· .nt time. I er< dit the adv?cates of the 
scheme with thinkmg that a lngher rate of 
pay is necessary for the effici'!nt _discharije 
of their dLJtie,,, and therefore m the pUIJhc 
interest. While I concede a consid•.:rabl,• 
degree of weight to the argur;tents in. favour 
of this proposal, I see oh.Jectwuo wh1·ch cut­
\Yoigh and over·:, helm all sucn con-nder~­
tion,. 1 cannot see my way to uppc' t tlus 
proposal when I consider that every~hing 
points to r., poli· y of s~:Y,=:rr- crono1n:v bc1ny 
inevitable. I mav explain that thc;·c b 

nothing to prcYont" my tak~ng an indiYidu~ l 
stand at this moment. The pledge that I 
have signed binds me to stand by the Labour 
plrttform, and I am g-oi?g t'! ,tand by it. 
I hav0 perfect freedom m this matter, and 
to >he credit of my friends on this side of tho 
House I ma,- say tlm·c no attempt has bc<en. 
made by this party to c~er:e nte to refraltl 
from ex:pre,,;:;ing 1ny conv1cbons. 

The case for an incrr<1SO rests mainly on 
two facts-fir~t of all. that members havc 
to pay out of their mvn salaries expenses 
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nec,··.,ary for t.he disdwrgo of thei~· public 
duties. Th0n there IS the contontwn that 
the calling of a member of Parliament­
bccaust· it has become a calling: the dcn,auds 
ruade on our tirnc have rnado it a calling­
is more nrccarious than almost any other 
calling. The hon. member for Burke has 
very cmivincingly shown that. the I.wt salary, 
esp~cia lly in a constitucncv ~1ke h1s, Is ver.Y 
much below £500 a Y"''r, wh1ch a member ls 
n1ppoRcd to rccciYe for hin1soli. 

At 2 p.m., 
'!'hP SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Mr. LLOYD : The precariousness of. the 

calling of a member of Parliament ~s a 
matter that needs no argument. Sometnnes 
we hear safe seats spoken of. Seats .. are 
only safe so long as the present pohbcal 
line;; of cleavage remain. In the past unfore­
seen questions have arisen an~ the stron~est 
political parties have been split mto confii<:t­
ing sections by new lines of cleavage, and m 
such a case a member representmg what may 
he c<tllccl a safe seat may have to ?h'?ose 
between treachery to his honest conviCtiOns 
and personal ruin. The question ~f expenses 
paid out of salary and the ',luestw_n. of the 
precariousness of a members position are 
questions right away from the salary prob­
lem and thev require separate treatment. 
Th~ first is c'om1:.aratively easy to remedy, 
and it is to be wondered at that it was not 
remedied years ago. The greate.st anoma)y 
is that the burden of expenses mcurred m 
the discharge of the duty of a membe,r ~f 
Parliament falls most unequally upon mdi­
~iduals who are entrusted with the same 
duties. I represent a compact metropolitan 
constituency, and my net salary need not 
be very far below the nominal salary. put I 
realise the position of others. While a 
member of the public service I travelled at 
public expense, and even in those days of 
rigid economy I know that the expense would 
have made a very big hole in one's salary. 
If it wore possible to exehrtnge seats and I 
exchanp;ed n1y metropolitan scat with, ~ay, 
the seat of the hon. member for Mundmg­
bura, I should lose probably £100 a year, and 
an exchange with the member for Burke 
would probably mean the loss of a great. de>:! 
more. The rcm0dy for the expenses questw~ Is 
that members of Parliament should be reim­
bursed for expenditure actually incurred in 
the discharge of public dutir·s. There should 
be no objection to that, even at the present 
time of financial stringency, as it is only 
asking the community to pay its just deJ:>ts. 
'With regard to precariousness, somethmg 
might be done by a superannuation scheme, 
hut it would only benefit members who had 
been in Parliament a long time, It is those 
members who suffer most by being thrown 
out without having anything else to depend 
on, because, when a. man has spent a long 
time in Parliament, he gets out of touch 
with his former occupation. I have followed 
+wo occupations in n1y life and a~n now out 
of tom h >Yith both. I dare sav other hon. 
mrmbers, especially those who have been here 
for a longer period than I have, would make 
tht· same admicsion. Something might be 
done by making it underst~od that members 
o[ Parliament. after thf'Ir parltamenta~y 
expe-rience, would be eligible for ce,r.tam 
Government po,,itions. The experience gamed 
as a member of Parliament is an excellent 
training for certain positions in the pub~rc 
.se n-ice. I hove not timo to go into detmls 
"ow. but I will substantiate what I am saying 
on another occasion, If it were understood 
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that members of Parliament. after a certain 
t·,rm of experience, had preference in regard 
to these appointments, that would provide 
something which members oould depend 
n:JOn. The conditions, however. nntst not be 
rnade so attractiYe as to t a use a n1cn1ber to 
cnurt defeat at an election in order to get 
O!H· of these positions. 'rhe precarioluncss of 
n parliamentary career, is, hOwever, a feature 
~;hich can never be eliminated. Thoce of 
'" who take on parliamentar0 life, like those 
who take on miljtary sc\rYicc, rnust be pre­
pared to take risks. Thos0 who arc not 
'hould leave parliam0ntar;• life alone. I see 
ncthing; in the objection that the question of 
innea,ocl ,alaries hr members 'hould 
l:a vc been made an election issue. The 
introduction of such a qw:>stion in an 
election speech would obscure more vital 
issues. The proposal for an increase, how­
ever just, would call for such an elaborate 
ar;d detailed explanation that little else 
could be talked about during the campaign, 
and we should then have the humiliating 
spectacle of contending parties bidding for 
,,._,pport by offering "to do the job for less.'' 
lL has been sugg;cstcd that the matter should 
be refoNed to an arbitration tribunal. This 
i.' equally objectionable. Ko matter who it is 
that decides that an increased rate of 
remuneration is fair and just, we -ourselves 
he. ve to take the responsibility of voting the 
money. The public expect efficiency from 
ns, a.nd, if an increase is necessary for 
efficient service, we have a right to make 
provision for it, if practicable. There is no 
n·1son for assu~ing that the public expect 
ns to work for madequate pay, or that the 
public arc unwilling to allow us to be the 
judges of what is adequate payment. The 
obusive comment from outside comes ma.inly 
from traditional political opponents, who 
are playmg the game of party politics, and 
~d1o want to C'lnbarrass the U-overnn1.ent. 
Then we have also a good deal of abuse from 
ambitious individuals -.,-, ho loso Lo oo·1)ortu­
nib' of denouncing- the " greedy politici.ms" 
hc<'flu.:::,c they arc ho,"'~ing to beco :c "<q·ped-.: 
polit-icians " then1sclves. Federal m;mbe1:~ 
put their salaric--. Up to £1,000 a YCar and 
llothing ha.ppened. The newspapers .;,hich 
nr~ squea.lmg ab<;ut the present proposal 
said nothmg durmg the Federal election 
n bout the increase to Federal members so 
th~t the pl~omote.rs of this proposal are 'cer­
tamly Justified m assuming that there is 
public acquiescence if we think fit to raise 
the salaries. I admit that a. good case could 
b.e m>:de ~ut for !'n increase at the present 
time 1f this question could be isolated from 
ot~er matters; but it cannot be isolated. 
This matter is an inseparable part of a 
highly comj}lex system embracing innumer, 
able oth<;r mter,related matters, and action 
on tho hnes propoeed, with respect to this 
part, cmnot be tak€'n without reacting on 
' very. ?thcr part of the system. Anyone 
<'xammmg the pnbhC' statement recentlv made 
!>·: the Premier must draw tho inferen-ce that 
the present position is one of extreme finan, 
cial stringency. 

I firmly support the claim that the finan, 
cial administration of this State will com­
pare favourabJy with thP financial adminis­
tration of any other Government in Australia. 
"vVe are part of a single economic unit 
with the other States. and wo cannot to 
<m" great extent be. immune from the 
conditions which affect them but through 
11o fault of the Government incre~sed taxa, 
tion and the greatest ccono~y are absolutely 

1926-R 

necessary at the present time. I am not 
going into the question of whether the 
practicable limit of taxation on individual 
surplus wealth has boon reached, though I 
am inclined to think that it has not. But, 
oven if wo could go further in that direc­
tion, there would be no room for an·r 
expenditure which is not absolutely nccp;, 
sary for some considerable time to come. 

Any representations for increased expendi, 
i ure on the part of the Government except 
those which arc obviously '!Cute, m'ust, for 
n considerable time ahead, be turned down, 
anJ the ans,ver must be, "l~o money." 
The present ·Governrncnt has been far more 
liberal in its treatment of GDvernment 
employees than any previous Government, 
even when 1naking an allowance for t..he 
in('reased cost of living; and I am sure that 
onlv in the verv last resort will the Govern, 
nwr1t adopt tl1e reprehensiblo practice of 
levying, } y deduction from salary, a speciH.l 
bx on Government employees. And I am 
· ure the Government will even still further 
refrain fron1 disn1i;;:sing cn1ploycc"'. Y l t 
those things have ha ppcnocl in the pr ~L 
Thev have bc"n dorco b-, this Government. 
and" they may have to be done again. No 
Govenunent can avoid a considerable degree 
of unpopularitv ' hen it has to follow a 
policy of rigid" economy, and such a policy 
cannot be carri0d out succceofully without 
~ general r.:_,rognition that it is judt and to 
secure . .1eh recognition every mean~ should 
be used to gain the support and co,opcra, 
tion of fair and rcaeonable people who are 
affected b;v such economy. Speaking from 
his pbce in this House anrl in the country 
genernll:v, the Premier. supported of coure-~ 
by his Cabinet, has to bEar the brunt of all 
this. Speaking from his plnco in this House 
he can, in the historic word, of the French 
king·. SC'-Y, "The State! I am the State! " 
A private member, sitting behind a 8-Dvern, 
1ncnt, is llttle n1ore than a human voting 
coupon, but it is otherwis' \vhen he gelcs to 
bis C'Onstituency. \Vhen I go before mv 
doctors, then I am th 0 State, because it is 
only throu.,h me that they have any control 
over the State. I am accountable, when 
cha.llenged, for every item of Government 
rolicy ,,-hich I have supported, and I want 
to be in a position to support every item. 
'\ow, for instance, I have two large schools 
in my electorate vor .. : badly in need of 
i.nnrovemcnts. It will take at least 
£10.000 to secure a rce~sonable degree of 
con1fort and efficiency, a.nd, pationt man 
as I am, I must confess that a am bccom· 
inp; impatient e.t the delay in gettin" it. 
I urn afr::tid I shall have to be satisfied with 
improvements cut down to the irreducible 
limit necessuy for health and safety. If 
economies such as these are part of 3. con, 
'istently applied scheme of economy to 
square the ledger, especially with a view 
to prcYcnting Government emplo",ees being 
thrown on a glutted labour market, then 1 
am in a strong position in my electorate, 
but I · hould not be if I supported the pro, 
posal for increasing the salaries of members 
of Parliament. 

In reviewing this question, I have 
done my best \a state everything which 
I believe to be fair in the case which I 
am opposing. But my attitude is not a "Yes­
:"i'o" one. In my mind the objections quite 
overwhelm all considerations in favour of 
the proposal. It has had my uncompromising 
objection since I first hea.rd of it, and it will 
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~ontinuc to have it so long as there is a 
chanc<' of its [,, ing reconsidered. I have 
done >1!1 I pos.•ibly could to prevent it coming 
here. If it does come here. I shall vote 
;; ~ainst it, an~.l try to induce others to vote 
agaimt it. Bllt I still venture to_ hope 
tbat it .. ill not c.1mc. VVe are now ll1 pas­
S'' 1;;;ion of fact9 that. '"ere not known, or 
, 'dain!·.- 'ere not familiar to us at the time 
1 he proposed was mootc'd. I refer to the facts 
that have been made known by statements 
bv t.ho Treasurer. I appeal to hon. members 
.,,:ho aclvoc•tte this scheme to reconsider the 
positicn in the light of this new evidence. 
I am not askinc· that an· notice should be 
t ·ken of the ;~wlignant' yapping outside, 
but that due weight should be given to 
the facts that we have had placed before 
U'·· Bv all meo.Hs let relief bo granted 
to mer{1bers who have to defray expense; 
out of their :tlariE·S. That can be done 
at once. There can be no objection 
to rein1bursing; cx~)cnditure incurred OlJ 

public dut3"· :•.lake the nominal s:clary the net 
s Jary, and carry on until the question can 
be approached without incui-l·ing the oppro­
!Jrium iPseparable from actwn at the present 
time. That is all I have to say, Mr. 
Spcakc·r, and I must most sincerely thank 
hon. members for hearing me with the 
patienc0 that they have displayed. I know 
that I am up against a. view very strongly 
held, and I appreciate the courtesy that has 
been shov;n to me. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Too?Coomba): At 
the outset I dc•·ire to express my very great 
pleasure at the news contained in the " Daily 
Standard " this afternoon, wherein it is 
intimated that the gloom which has been 
over this city for the last fortnight or so 
in connection with a threatened industrial 
upheaval is lik<•lv to pass a.way. I am 
glad to learn that in this case arbitration has 
succeeded, and there is the possibility that 
after consultation work will continue 
smoothly, with satisfaction to both the 
employer and the employee. 

This morning, when the hon. member for 
Oxley was speaking, the Premier, in an 
endeavour to secure credit for this State 
as against Victot·ia, interjected that the 
people of Victoria were leaving the land 
and drifting to the cities. Thanks to the 
hon. member for Warwick, I am in a posi­
tion to refute that statement. The following 
information contained in this morning's 
" Daily Mail " proves conclusively that the 
remark by the Premier is untrue. 

" VICTORIAN CROPS. 

" INCREASED WHEAT AREAS. 
"Melbourne, Wednesday.-The esti­

mated area under wheat in Victoria for 
the 1926-27 season is 3,043,800 acres, as 
a.ga.inst 2,743,858 acres last season. 
According to the Government statis­
tician (Mr. A. M. Laughton), the area 
under oats has also advanced from 
1,196.905 to 1,301,000 acres. and that 
under barley from 31,151 to 39,100 acres." 

Tho;e figures show that the total acreage 
has increased in Victmia this season bv 
411,986 acres. · 

Mr. Bt:LCOCK: That proves absolutely 
nothing. 

Mr. ROBF:RTS: It shows that the people 
in Victoria are on the land and working tne 
land. What i, the position so far as Queens­
land is concerned ? The following figures 

[Mr. Lloyd. 

that I have takPn rue thP latest figures-
1924-as prepared by t.he Queensland Govern­
rnent Shttistician, for it is n{lt my dos1re to 
quote any that arc not authentic:-

Acres. 
Area under culti\ .ttion 1,069,837 
Fallo'.'" 92,112 
Broken 10,545 
Lying idle 102,545 

I desire hon. mcm hers to note the last 
firrurcs as thcv denot.e thP land that has 
b~on '~'orkcd, but is now lying idle. \Vhat 
are wo to tako from those fi!!'urcs '! On the 
one hand. the area under cultivation in Vic­
toria .is increasing to a. very larg,; extent. 
while in Queensland land is going out of 
cultivation. \Ve all know that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS : You 
[!.fC \Yrong again, and ~~ou know it. 

"\Ir. ROBERTS: We all know ~hat there 
is not as much land under cult1vatwn m 
Queensland a" formerly. I kr.ow that from 
experience in the East Toowoomba ele_c­
torate, which I represent. I met ,a man m 
Toowoomba a few weeks a<p, who related 
to me his position in ri'ga_rd to the ':gncul­
tural and dairying industnes .. He sa1d that 
he had seven sons in his familY:, and t.hat, 
mdortunately, every o!le had c;Jriftcd to the 
citiCs for occupation; m some ms~ances the_y 
had obtained Governm0nt positions. _H1s 
land was up for sale, but the unc'Crtamt_y 
c'·isting with th•:e man Oil the land w1t-h this 
Government in power was illustrated by the 
fact that no one wish"d to purchase the land. 

::Yir. BuLCOCK: The nwjo,;ty of the land 
about 'l'oowoomba is freehold. 

Mr. ROBERTS: It is not the _q_uestion of 
t.cnure · it is the unfortunnte position of the 
State ,;nder the regime of this Government. 

J'v1r. CoLLI~S: Don't you know that no 
a.dditional area. can b_e put under sugai:-can; 
without a permit havwg first been obtamed. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. ROBERTS: Dealin;; with the Speech 
from the Throne, I wish to say that I can 
quite understand some of t_he remarks of the 
mover and seconder m tins dC'bate. I very 
much regret that this Speech, wh}ch was 
prepared at a time when we had His Excel­
lencv the Governor-General in Queensland, 
did "not contain any reference th:'reto. I 
appreciat.e very much the early evidence of 
the desire of His Excellency to become 
acquainted with this great State of Queens­
land which forms part of the Common­
wealth, as for the time being he is the repl·e­
scn ta ti vc of the King. 

During the course of this debate hon. mem­
bers on t.he Government side have attempted 
to express their gratification as. a. result oi 
the recent election, and the~· cla1m that_ they 
represent the people of this State. By mter­
jection a couple of days ago I stat-ed they 
were representing a majority of the elec­
torate.i which had been carved out m the 
interests of the Government. \Vhen the 
Government appealed to the people of 
Queensland on a. direct issue, the people 
voting as a whole t.urnecl them down. WJ;tat 
was the position in 1917, when the questiOn 
of the abolition of the Upoer House was 
submitted to the peoplc? They then voted 
as follows :-

For 
Against 

Majority agaimt 

116,196 
179,105 

62,909 
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The SECRETARY FOR 
will have a majorit·y 
Government shortly. 

Mr. DAsH: \Ve have 
since then. 

AamcrLTURE : You 
against the Bruce 

had four elections 

J\'r. ROBERTS: Those figure. show the 
opinion of the people, yet the wi ·h€'< of 
the people on that occasion were brushed 
a-ide by the Government. They did no;. 
stand by their own platform. I heard rlH, 
hon. member for Mundingburra inte:.ioct 
a fe-,; minutes ago that wo have h11d f<mr 
elections since. I will take only one-the 
1923 elcdion. The position then was that 
mpporte1·s of the Countn-:\Jationali·•t 
porty recorded ,-ote> to the number of 
198.941, while thoSG in favour of the pre­
sent Govcl'Dlnent reeorded Yotes to the 
number of 184,562-a majority of votes 
against the Socialist Government of 
Que ·n,knd of 14,379. And yet they talk 
about ono veto one value! They actueJly 
had forty-three constituencies in their faY­
our and twenty-nine against, notwithstan:J­
ing the fact that there was a majori•:y ot 
14.369 against thorn. Again, where did 1hey 
come in the Commonwealth electionc '? 
They failed on two occasions to get a seat 
in Queensland for the Senate, and in the 
House of Representatives they aoually lost 
a scat. \Vith the support and power of 
this Government behind them to make that 
scat safe for the Labour ex-Premier, that 
gel!tleman failed to win that seat. There 
was no packing cf constitucncie9 in that 
case. but there is a packing of constituencies 
:"o far as the Queensland Government are 
concerned. The position is causing the 
Government to buy votes, yet it has been 
hurled across the Hoor of this House that 
we have no right to use party funds. I 
have nothing to say against the National 
Union utilising its funds in aid of a party 
any more tl,an I have against unionists 
using thei·r funds in the interests of the 
party to which they subscribe their allc­
gianca; but no man should be called upon 
to pay a contribution which is to be used 
for political purpo,es before he is allowed 
the right to work. That is what I object 
to. So long as matters are fair and above­
boaJ·d I do not mind. Before working men 
in Quf'cnsland arc allowed the right to 
work they have to pay their £1 or 25s. 
to a union, and that union uses that money 
fm· political purposes. Every man in the 
State, whether he comes here by immigra­
tion or is born within the State, should 
have the right to work. 

I was dealing with the position of the 
Premier. If I did not know the hon. 
gentleman as well as I do, I might pay 
rnore attention to him. I was rathe>· 
amnsed with the hon. member for Bowen 
Jcsterday when he said he had been look­
ing for years-I do not know whether he 
means the last eleven years-for a good 
strrng man, and that he had failed to find 
that man. So have I. \Ve have not had 
a vood strong man as Premier. \Ve havo 
had a man with l0gal knowledge, ".nother 
with any amount of bluff, and now wo have 
a bigg<>r bluffer than over we had before. 
(Govc,:nment interjections.) 

The SPEAKER: Order t Order! I 
remind the hon. member that personal 
reflections arc quite irregular. 

Mr . .ROBE.RTS: I think I am quite right 
in using the word " bluffer." 

Th0 SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mcm­
hPr is not right. 
f2.30 p.m.] 

1\Ir. HOBERTS: TlL Premier questions 
\vhere the monev con1es from to assist our 
part7 funds. \\.ill he ~ay that he has n'?t 
nsed the funds of this State to bolster up hrs 
Government at the la4 election? ·wm he 
C'xplain thes0 f-igures:~ 

Expenditure from loan fund-
£ 

262,920 
247,918 

.:\larch, 1924 
:\Iarch, 1925 
:\'!arch, 1926 (just 

election 
prior to the 

771,807 

Will ho deny that the Railwa:y Departme~t 
wa· told to put on e'. <ry 'tvarlablo man m 
th~· month of April? Will the Deputy Pre­
mier dPll· it'? He cannot deny it. There 
was a leaflet >cnt out from the Cabinet to 
tlw effect that everv ayailable man was -to be 
put into c·mploymcnt. What did this big 
strong rr1an say at. C'airns? Addrm-,--nng the 
clector~5 of Queenslaud, when he ·wanted_ every 
vote to count in his i11tercsts~ referring to 
the Dawson Valley e.chude, he said-

'" Three raihva ..-.-s were under construc­
tion~-Rannes to ":Monto. :Uundubbera to 
Monto. and JYianv Peaks to .Monto. They 
would be continued until the lines .-,ore 
completed." 

Awl to-dRy in tlw pap0r, we see that Mr. 
\Y. J. Ri01·dan, the secretary of the A.us­
nalian vVorkNs' Union, admits the. posltiOn 
that has already arisen. \Vithin three months 
of the election 500 men in ono of the~e 
railway construction camps have been P"!d 
off. And now the hon. member for Too­
woomba can ha.ve a " chip " if he lrkes. 
He knows that the same thing applied in the 
two previous elections with respect to the 
\Yillowburn works. There were 187 men 
employed rtt Toowoomba prior to the elect~on 
in 1923, and that number was reduced to mne 
for two years and six months-from 1923 
to 1926-and increased again to over 150 
just prior to the electi.on in 1926. The Pr<;­
mier talked about busmess axiOms. A busi­
ness man undertaking a work such as that 
would see that capital was available to finish 
the job. I realise the importance of th~t 
work at Toowoomba and the need for rt, 
and I say that business methods should have 
been adopted so that the work could have 
b~en completed. We ha.vc a number of rail­
\\'avs in a similar position-the work com­
pleted to a certain extent, ;.md the Govern­
ment paying interest on the money. The 
Secretary for Railways feels a certain amount 
of P'ratification because he, as head of the 
Railway Department, is not called upon to 
pav the intere't until he takes over the com­
pleted job. In the meantime, unfortunately, 
it is <:harged against tho people of Queens­
land and all of us-Opposition and Labour 
members, workers and capitalists-are callca 
upon to pay this money. It is very much to 
be regretted. 

I do not want to leav0 the Premier yet, 
l>ecauso I rather· glory in the talk about 
the "big strong man." It was flashed from 
every platform on which hon. members of the 
Government snake. We have men on the 
other side who do not hosita to to decry men 
on this side, and without justification. I say 
the members on this side are just as able, 
just as willing, and just as honest as any 
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member sitting behind the GoYernment. 
Here is what the Premier said at Herber· 
ton-

" He wanted to warn them that Labout· 
was going to win, and, if the electors 
of the Herbert were as foolish as to 
return the Tory candidate, then he as 
Premier of Queensland could not be 
expected to giYe any attention to the 
future needs of the IIerbert." 

I am quite sm·o that you, Mr. Speaker, could 
not subscribe to such a doctrine as that. 
Would a man who was worthy of the posi­
tion of Premier make such an utterance if 
he "· eighed his words? What about the 
£0-c~llcd humanitarian attitude of the Go­
vernment? Compare the way they dealt 
with the workers on the eve of the election 
with the way they have dealt with them 
si nee ! On 15th March last there were a 
great many unemployed workmen in Bris· 
banc, and they sent a letter to the Premier, 
in reply to which he said he had not got 
time to meet them. Parliament was not 
then in session. They again appealed to 
the hon. gentleman, and they wrote on the 
24th April, in the middle of the election 
carnpaign. when the Premier was travelling 
nip-ht and day to different electorates to 
speak in the interests of his candidates. He 
actuallv could find time then to meet 
those poor unfortunate men who were out of 
employment in Brisbane. He could not find 
time to meet these men in March but he 
met them a fortnight before the' election 
took place, and sa.id, " I will see if I can 
find you some work and if I can get you 
something to eat." What did the Secretary 
for Public \Vorks say a month before that? 
He said. "You chaps are all big strong men. 
What do you come to Brisbane for· why 
don't :you stay in the country?" TheY came 
to Bnsbane because the Government had 
made it impossible bv their legislation and 
n dministration for them to find employment 
1~ the country, and they had to come to the 
CJty. That was the nnfortunate position. 
That is a statement of the facts so far as the 
P1:emicr is concerned.. I was justified in 
usmg- the ·totemen~ whJCh you, Mr. Speaker, 
soy I am not privileged to use in regard to 
the hon. g-entleman. The hon. member for 
Bo.wen said yesterday afternoon, " We are 
gomg step by step." This is the same hon. 
member who, in December, 1915, said-

. " They were going step by step, and 
If, after they had been in power three 
years. the same number of persons had 
to g-et relief, it would then be the duty 
of the Opposition to criticise them." 

\Vhat is the position now? A few months ago 
we. had a Commission sitting in Brisbane 
which e:tlled Mr. Walsh, the Director of 
Labour, to give evidence, and that o-entle­
m.an gave the following astounding figures 
w1th regard to unemployment-

UNEMPLOYED. 
1924-

August ... 
September 
October ... 
November 
December 

1925-
January . 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

[Mr. Roberts. 

7,167 
7,176 
7,775 
8,119 
9,492 

12,821 
12,453 
11,811 
11,662 
10,827 
9,958 

Those figures are a disgrace to us. They 
were given in a sworn statement made before 
a Commission in Brisbane by the Director 
of Labour. What about the statement of 
the hon. member for Bowen in 1915 that 
there ought to be some improvement after 
three years? The Government have been in 
power over eleven years, and we have that 
large amount of unemployment according to 
the figures I have just given. 

Then again we had the sorry spectacle this 
afternoon-and I refer to it with a certain 
amount of rcgrct~of a rnan occupying a seat 
in this House raising his voice in protest 
ag-ainst ono of the proposals of the Govern­
ment. But what is it that counts? Th~ 
only thing that counts is a vote, and whore 
shall we find that hon. member when a vote 
is taken on that question? Time and again 
we have had similar happenings. vVe saw 
a member for whom I had a certain amount 
of respect-the hon. member for Fitzroy­
taking up a certain attitude on the liquor 
questwn. vVhere was he on the liquor ques­
tion vvhen a vote was taken? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Where were you on the 
liquor question, you mean? 

Mr. ROBERTS: In spite of al! he had 
sa id. when a vote was taken he was standmg 
behind the Government, because he had 
signed " pledge and had given allegiance 
to a. platform. 

]\fir. HARTLEY: You are wrong. 

:c-.1r. ROBEHTS: To-day we soo a similar 
thing. lVIuch as I regret to sa:/ it, '\\'8 ?ee 
tho hon. member for Kelvin Grove standmg 
up in his place and making ,~ertain remarks 
about th: 8 al;uy question. '>• hat Is the posi­
tion of that hon. member'! I will Illustrate 
it. Where was the Premier in regard to the 
44-hour week? In 1925 he addressed the 
Australian \Vorkers' Union about it. Ho said 
that he was right up ag)'Linst jt bc_cauf_e we 
had not got the mon(•y. I am not In favour 
of long hours. I venture to say that m these 
days there is no n1an w'h? \vants to v~ork 
men long hours; I rec?gn1~c. th~t.. BuLJ on 
thc.t occasion the Premwr said tnat ~e had 
not got the money, and la tcr on 111 . this 
House he said somcthmg of the .came klndi 
,.et, notwithstanding the wonderful. spL0C.I 
hn made in this House \VhBn the B!ll wcm 
throngh, he did not Yotc agai~st ,i,t. Then 
what aboul the salary grab' I ne hon. 
rrentleman said that he as up agamst It. 
Here is an instance '\Yherc, if this rnan werG 
a strong- man as I estimate men, he would 
say~ " It. is not to l)() done, or you can s-et 
a ·nc''V Pren1icr." That v.-ould bf~ the a.ction 
of what I call a strong mm!. Ther<e IS no 
reason whv he should come over on this sFlc, 
r,nd, if be were a strong man, he wo1~!d 
won be leading the party over thoro agam. 
On the 44-hour week question he showed thn.; 
he "-as just a piece of the party, and n.c' 
doubt h;l will do the same thing or th1s 
q'lP",tion. Under those conditions. ho\v n10 

'7e going to get anywhere at all? 

\Vhat do we find about the GovernnH'nt? 
Do we not find that everything they have 
touched has gone back. has been a miser a lolc 
failure? Take the State stations. Before 
the Government went into that business the 
str,tions which the.v acquired were prcftta.l:>lo 
undertakings to the people in ch~rg·e CJ! 
t 11,)11!_: the_y were- paying. The Govent,!te:lt 
wok them oYer, and after a few years they 
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h:tv~ <rot into such a position that the Gov-;rn­
ment could not realise on them; a tremen· 
dous loss was sufiered by the State. The 
Government have also followed the tra.gic 
policy of dispcnsin'l" with their servant' ht 
the age of sixty-fiv~ years, and in1.in1c1ting 
to them that they can avail thernselvc.- of 
the old-age pension. In 1912, Mr. Theodnrc 
s:·id-

" The most skilf•Jl and mdul ain;m~"· 
the employcrls would make up for l h<; 
shodcomings of the old m8n or the men 
suffering from infirmitv. That would be 
tho mo:'t reasonable and "quitabh solution 
of the diffiC'lltv. and it was a solution that 
""·ould ptc·b<tbly be carried out if n 11 our 
industries ,v:-·re carried on under StatP 
manage1:-1cnt.'' 

Later he ''"t with a Government that issued 
an edict that everv man should be retired 
from the service 'on reaching the age of 
sixt•.·-five. To-dav the Government realise 
that- they have "made a mistake in that 
policy. and I am glad to see that thev are 
retracing their steps in that revarcl. ·Their 
action in admittin,- their mistal~e will mean 
conferring one of the best benefits that t-hey 
have extended to the State to date, and I 
congratulate the'n on the step they have 
taken. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGmcrLTl'RE: That 
has always been done. 

Mr. '\fAXWELL: Look at. the number of 
teachers who were dismis,ed from the 
service! 

Mr. HYXES: That was under a regulation 
introducL-.d by a Tory Government. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Quite a lot has been 
said abo~1t pamphl~ts that were issued during 
the ekctwn campmgn. 

::VIr. HYNES: Give us something new. 

Mr. ROBEP~TS: I am not going to make 
a speech to smt the hon. member for Towns­
ville. 

::\fr. HARTLEY: Make one t-o suit yourself, 
and we shall get all the Yotes \VC want. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I desire to refer to these 
rarnphl<>ts. because I realise that those in 
Government employ pay more attention to 
" Hansard " than t)ley do to election dodgers. 
One pamphlet- pomts out that the unem­
ploy<>d worker is entitled to the benefits of 
the l:nemployed Work<>rs Insurance Act. 
New a number of workor3 who are onh­
casually omployf'd are not entitled to an\· 
benefits under that Act. The Act applies 
only to employ( rs_ wh_o are coverPd by an 
award of the Al'l11trRt10n Court-. Therefore 
the circular is not- true in the assertion that 
it makes. I have here. also, an election 
cartoon. N_o man o?jects to being carica­
tured, provided the mfPrence to be drawn 
is not_ a~ unfair onP. This ca•·toon depicts 
what IS mtendcd to be the hon. member for 
Wyn_num, standing near the gates of a 
hospital, when a person intended to repre­
sent the Home S0cretary is asked. " Please, 
1s there room fer my sick child in the 
hospital?" The ans\vor is. "No; '"'c cannot 
f.n,ke anv more, becnuse Mr. Barnes refused 
~13,000 .. " Fancy placing that before any 
e,ector m Queensln nd ! In Brisbane we have 
the Diamantina hospitaL Hon. members 
opposite have spoken at length about the 
humanitarian legislation of the GoYernment. 

I asked a que~tion the other day of the 
Home Secretary m rPgard to the Diamantina 
hospital, and was informed that there were 

210 applications for admission to that insti­
tution; ther<> had been 203 passed by the 
(:iovernnwnt 1nedical officer as fit subjects 
for the institution, and of that number only 
111 had uccn admitted. I asked that ques­
tion lwca""·'e. unfortunately, it had been 
brought under my notice in Toowoomba 
that a youth. about fourteen years of age, 
had come to Brisbane, been examined by the 
Uovernn1cnt n1edical officer. and had been 
classed as a fit subject for Diamantina, with 
rr possibility of recovering if he was admitted. 
I have had the case before the Home Office, 
and the.•: have admitted that my statement 
is correct, and that. unfortunately, there 
are ninety-t\vo somewhat si1nilar persons 
aJ~o awaiting ad1nission. 

:\Ir. LLEVVELYN: \Vas he refused admission 
to any other hospital? 

:\Ir. HOBERTS: All I can say is that 
the Uovernmcnt medic::~! officer said that 
he \Yas a iit. subject for Diamantina, and 
that the yonth, if treated there, would have 
a po-,sibility of recovering. As against that 
-and this has occurred adjacent to my 
p)cc,ont<> and \VOuld benefit my people so 
I hrtve nothing to fear in that regard-at 
Tom,·oo:nba. on the eve of the election, 
1vith a great flourish of trumpets. the Go­
n'n1nH•nt aunounced their intention of ex­
pending £23.000 on a maternity hospital. 
Tl at e':pc"ditun is before its time. I say 
th<H because it is on record that in Too­
woomba we have one of the most efficient 
ho,piLJ ls in the State, and, so far as results 
a re concNned. thoro has not been a single 
clee.th of any child following birth in that 
hm-pital. 

:\h. LLEWELYX: That statement IS not 
true. 

:\Ir. HODERTS: If there is a shortage of 
monev, that money could be well expended 
in other directions. I am not objecting to 
n1onr.'~ b0ing sp0nt in Too\voomba, but I 
wam to know that it will be spent on work 
fnr which there is a definite purpose. Under 
t.hoso cireutnstanccs the position is to be 
recrrdted. 

I want to sav a word or two now about 
humane legislation. The Government claim 
that the.'.- were returned to the Treasury 
benches again on account of their humani­
tarian len:islation. The late Hon. 'T. J. 
Il~'an, whOn Prcrnier, said on one occasion 
that.. when a good point was made, it was 
worth repeating over and m·er again. There 
has lw0n a 1ot. of rcfrrpncc during this 
rlc bate to the \Vmkers' Dwellings Act. The 
hon. nwmber for \Vynnnm, who is sitting on 
my left. was responsible in tho Kidston 
Governm0nt for the finest piece of legis­
lation put on a statute-book in the Common­
\\·ealth. and it is being freely used by the 
people of this State: and it would be more 
exten'i,·eh used by the people if there were 
niOI'f' n1ont'v and more artisans. Unfortu­
nately, if you go to the department adminis­
tcriJI!< the \Vorkers' Dwelling Act and talk 
about an application for a home. :·ou will 
nrohably flnd that you may get your plan 
in from fonr to six months. 

:\Ir. FARRELL: That is ridiculous. 

Mr. HY;-.;Es: Are you not interested in a 
unilding society, and are you not putting 
out "lme propaganda for it? 

Mr. ROBERTS: You are told that it 
does not do to put up too many workers' 
dwellings in the city of Brisbane as there 
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are too many jobs offering for artisans. 
That is, nnfortunatcly, the position through 
the lack of skilled artisans. VV e know that, 
and hon. members opposite cannot deny it. 
Tho manager of the workers' dwellings made 
that eL1tement to me only three weeks ago. 
V\o know that in Queensland to-day a num­
ber of artisans are getting· considerably 
more than tho ratPs awarded by the Board 
of Trade and Arbitration, because thoro is 
a shortage in their particular kind of labour. 
Continuing on the question of humanitarian 
IE:gislation. we have the Poor Prisoners' 
Defence Act, the vVorkers' Compensation 
Act. and the Agricultural Bank Act. Xono 
of thO'~:o rn~ asurc"' \Vas in any \V ay due to 
th efforts of the Labour party, who \vere 
not in power when those Acts were placed 
on the statute-book. Then we have the 
HH1 gniiiccnt old-age ppn;;;ion scherne, ~,hi eh 
was brought in by the Kidston Government. 
Pensions a.lso were paid in Queensland for 
a considerable time bC'fore the advent of 
the Labour Government. 

It 1s caid that the Government have 
endeavoured to lesson the cost of living. 
We know that every time we go to the 
Arbitration Court it is on the assumption 
that the cost of living has increased. Only 
last week I saw an advertisement in the 
Toowoomba " Chronicle " intimating that for 
the future bread in the citv of Toowoomba 
would be sold at the rate ~f 6~d. per loaf. 
That was over the seal of Mr. Gillies, one 
of the members of the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration. Is it not a remarkable fact 
that bread should be dearer in the city of 
Toowoomba than in the city of Brisbane, 
bearing in mind the fact that Toowoomba is 
one of the centres of the wheat-growing 
industry? There is something wrong. 
Broad, at any rate, should be as cheap in 
the city of Toowoomba as it is in Brisbane. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: I agree with you there. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 
exhausted the time allowed him under the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. RoBERTS: \Yell, I regret it, sir. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): The hon. mem­
ber for East Toowoomba said amongst other 
things t.hat he believed that the people of 
Queensland read " Hansard." TI they do 
read " Hansard," that is the best explana­
tion we can have as to why the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba. and his colleagues are 
still sitting on the Opposition benches. 
However, I did not rise to deal with that 
quection. 

It has become fashionable in this Parlia­
ment to use Victoria as a. contrast to Queens­
land, and Opposition members are prone to 
bring forward statements to tho notice of 
this House indicating that Victoria occupies 
a much better position financially and eco­
nomically than Queensland. The latest 
recruit to that doctrine is the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba. This morning' the 
Premier stated, in interjection to the hon. 
member for Oxloy, that people were leaving 
freehold lands in Vict-oria and going to the 
cities, and the hon. member for East Too­
woomba presented certain figures to this 
House to indicate that the statement by the 
Premier was not correct. I have in my hand 
the Victorian " Year Book" for 1924-25, 
which is the latest publication issued on this 
question by the Victorian Government. I 
find in relation to the question dealt with 
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by the hon .member for East Toowomba that 
with regar-d to crops, the position as stated 
bv the hon. member is incorrect. The actual 
position differs mightily from his statement. 
Po,sibly the hon. member is quoting some­
thing that he did not quite grasp, or he did 
nvt read with that care which it is necessary 
to exercise before making a public statement. 

At 3 p.m., 
The CHAIR:IHN OF Co;u:~rrTTEES {:Mr. G. 

Pollock, Gregory) relieved the Speaker in 
the chair. 

:VIr. BVLCOCK: The hon. member sug­
r:· 3ted that the agricultural expansion in 
Yichria had been phenomenal, and that 
certain crops were being planted over so 
much more extensively in Victoria to-day 
than thc•y were in past years, the infcrel!ce 
being that. while Victoyia was csta):llishmg 
and extending an agncultural pohcy, we 
were doino- just the reverse, and were not 
allowino- :;'ur arablo land to be cultivated 
becauseh it is alleged, certain re.'-trictive 
lco-islation has been placed in the way of 
ti1~ farmer which is having a detrimental 
"ITcct on cultivation. Take tho crops that 
the hon. member dealt with. \Vhcat, in 
Victoria, in 1924-1925 occupied an acreage of 
2 '/OJ 000 acres but even as far back as 1915-
1fll6 'wheat oc~upied an acreage in that St:>te 
of 3,679,000 acres. It is mere!:' a questwn 
of seasonal fluctuation apparently, and not 
a steadily increasing agricultur~l cultiYation 
policy so far as that State IS concerned. 
:"; ow let us take oats. I thmk the hon. 
r:cntleman dcctlt with that crop as well. \Ye 
tind that last year 517,000 acres were planted 
in Victoria. but as far back as 1919. 519,090 
acres of that crop wc1:e planted. '!'hen m 
n·gard to barley, _,-hJ!e last years total 
ac~·cag-c was 63,000 acres, in 1922, 102,00_0 
acres c of that cereal we reo planted. So It IS 

with potatoes. As far back as 1915, 73.000 
ar·res of potatoes were planted, as a.gamst 
61.0(\J last year. In the ea se of hay we find 
that in 1915 up to 1,330,C)0 acres were 
planted, while last year on!~- 1,120,000 acres 
wore planted. These stallsllcs tend to sup­
port the argument that there is a gradual 
decrease of agricultural productiOn, not on~y 
in Queensland, but in every other ~tate m 
the CommomYoalth, and practwally m every 
countrv in the world. 

We .might go further, and look at t!"is 
CJUcstion from the point of yww from winch 
ic should be looked at. It JS no use stat:ng 
the bare fact that agricultural productiOn 
i-; din1inlshine: in the various State~ ?f the 
Commonwealth. It is, and we ·know 1t 1s, but 
then' arc more reaso1 s than ono for that. and 
the last reason to which any sane individual 
,.-ho has a knowledge of agricultural ec<:>­
nomics >vould attribute the fact that there IS 

a falling off in production is, that it is due 
to the ]ecrisfation of the Government. There 
is nothi~g more quickly influenced bv the 
law of supply and demand than p1·~mary 
produce. You might bolstN up _other mdus­
trics by artificial means. but m the final 
analysi~ prirr1ary production haB, to use a 
colloquialism, to stand on its <?Wn feet; and 
since that is so, so let us cxamme the reason 
why thoro is a diminution in agricultur:>l 
activities, not only in Queensland, but m 
everv State of the Commonwealth and every 
cou~try in the world. Primarily wo may 
sav that there is a diminution of the actual 
acreage under cultivation, beoause, as a 
result of the more scientific methods adopted, 
it. is found that greater production can bo 
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ootaincd from 11 smaller acrcagn than was 
the case in years gone by. \Vith the use of 
f0rtlliscrs and the 1norc scicntifir applieation 
of agricultural theory it stands to reason 
that tho area i not go}ng to b ~,) great 
as v;as tlie case in years go no by, when the 
farmer put under crop more than he could 
rcosJnably look after in order that he migm 
reap sufficient to enable him to gain a 
eon1pctencc. 

IIon. men1bors opposite arc continual1v 
talking atxlllt the drift to the cities, and 
pointing to Quo<msland as a hideous example 
ir: this particular direction, ancl at the same 
tune we are having commodity boards and 
various other art.ificial boards set up m 
order that \YO 1nav assist in the 1narkcting 
of the products that are being raised in 
."lustralia. VVe all realise that the home 
market is the best marlwt. \Ve realise that 
the Australjan consumntion c.f AU''.tra1iau 
products is the most de,ii·able economic equa­
tion that we could desire to achieve; but on 
the other hand we have to recognise that 
tne setting up of {also standards, so that we 
,may be able to export and compete with 
,Jthcr countries. does not indicate a verv 
desirable tendencv so far as agricultural 
expansion is conce,·ned, Dlid that has been 
directly reflected by the number of men who 
are leaving the land because they realise 
that. even with these artificial aids, so long 
as production is greater than home c-onsump­
tion and so loug as there are other agricul­
tural countries in close proxirnit:c to the 
main markets of the wor\cl. thev will neces­
c·orily be handicapped. It is nr;t a political 
equation at. all. The equation is purely one 
of what we can get for our produce when 
we land it on the other side of the v. or! d. 
The hon. membN for Carnarvon says, 
'· \Vhy not have the Paterson scheme?" The 
Paterson scheme is all right, but it is merely 
a subterfuge, and so long as the people of 
.·\ustralia do not. understl\nd it thev will 
stand for it. The Paterson scheme 'means 
that the people in Australia pay 2d. or 3d. 
a pound more for their dairy produce, so 
that the people in England can get the 
produce grown in Australi c at a cheaper 
rate. In a final analysis that. is what all 
these schemes mean. So long as ';ye produce 
in excess of om· requir,ments from an agri­
eultural point of view. so long will one of 
two things obtain. Either t!Je man WHO 
produces will not get the fair value for the 
thing ho produces, or the Australian public, 
b:v subsidising export, will hav" to pay more 
than is being paid on the other side of the 
world. Should there be, on the other hand, 
any shortage in the centres of the world where 
the. prices are determined, and should prices 
be higher there than they are here would our 
friends of the CDuntry party ad~·ocate that. 
the Australian figures should remain? No; 
~hey wi]l stand for international parity, 
urcspectlve of the fact that during the time 
we .have had '?at.erial _for e:-<pnrt the Aus­
trahan comurnmg public have been obliged 
to contribute very substantia 1 sums of money 
m order that the export trade mav be culti­
vated, developed, and maintainecl. 

Let_ me deal with anDthcr phase of this 
questiOn. Hon. membPrs opposit·e, reprc­
sent_ing. in the main, farming constituencies, 
durmg the whole progress of this debate have 
been condemning the 10 per cent. increase 
on the freights and fares over our railways. 
I am VNy much with the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove, who earlier in the day satd 
that he bowed to the inevitable in t.his par-

ticular regard. Hon. members Dpposite have 
been saying that the farmer is hit. They 
have been isolating the farmer-taking the 
farmer as the onh section of the comrnumty 
who is apparently' penalised by t.his increase 
in fares and frei~;·hts. It is obvious that hon. 
members opposite do not think in terms of 
the equation of communit;;; the} think in 
terms of the farmer. and suggest that it is 
cnly t.he farmer who is beinrr called upon 
ID bear some of the a<hersity through wt1ich 
the State IS passmg at the present time. 
Not one word has en1anatocl fron1 hor1. ruenl­
bers opposite about the artisan or the 
rcorkman who is compelled to pay a little 
more for his weeklv tickc t. in orclo'r 1 hat he 
m:ty proceed tD arid from WDrk. Du t the 
equation is fair throughout the cou1n1unity, 
and I cannot see that anv section should ue 
singled out fer cornrnise1:ation, as has been 
done by hon. members opposite. 

::VIr. CoSTEL!.O: The fanner is not earning 
the basic 'va.go in n1any case~. 

.':\lr. B'CLCOCK: The hon. member talks 
about the basic wage oO far as the farmer 
is concerned, but he knows th.•t under the 
legislation created by this party "e have 
tr1.:1.do some endeavour to give the farmer 
the basic 1vage; and the fanner only has 
to organise his Ohn product in order to 
g"Ct the full result of his labour. The hon. 
tnc1nbcr kno\rs, and \':c all know. that, 
while these hon. members have come into the 
House and pretended that they stand in 
fayour of farmers' or~anisation and all 
that sort of thing, they have covertly 
attacked all that legislation, and have by 
~inistcr rncans and innuendo, and by 
\vhisporing amongst their colleagues and 
the farmers with whom thov come in con­
tact, done their damnodost to kill that 
syst£'ITI of organisation. \Yhy? :Becau-.e 
thev do not believe in organisation. and 
thev want " free market so that certain 
incliYiduals may be enabled to exploit the 
farn1C"I' in the fnt.urc as the farmer has been 
exploited in the past. It is all very well 
t'o come into this Chamber and say, "\Ve 
stand for this system of organisation." 
The true and practi< al test Df their convic­
tion in this particular regard lies in the 
direction of the support which they have 
'Siven {;o the legislation in which they pro­
fess to believe, and trying them by that 
test. Weighing them in that balance they 
aro found \Yanting. 

1\;o· .• , I want to pass on to another ques­
ti'on, which is very closely -related to that 
with which I have been dealinrs. I want 
to say a few >vords about the pastoral 
position in this State. At the outset I 
would like to 'SC1V that in tho election wnich 
we have just won it is a rem<trkable thing 
that nearly half the area of the State held 
by Labom: members was not contc oted. I 
red er now to the pastora,l f ··ats held by the 
five n10mbers. of vrhon1 I 'vns ono, who 
were returned unoppcsed. 

Mr. MORGAN : You know why you were 
returned unopposed. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member for 
Murilla reminds me that I know why we 
were returned unopposed. I do know why 
we were returned unopposed-because, as 
representatives of our constituencies, we 
gave our people satisfaction and a fair 
deal. No other question was involved. The 
returning of this party to power on this 
occasion, I believe, ma·rks a new era in 
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the pastoral settlement of Western Queens­
land. I was very much afraid that, if this 

-party had not been returned to power, the 
wheels of progrc's in the W astern areas of 
our State would have been so effectively 
choked by extensions of lea;·cs of pastoral 
holdingB that there would be no closer 
settlement for some considerable period of 
time-in sho·rt, until the Labour party 
l'egained the Treasury benches. I there­
for<c think that it is particularlv worthy of 
comm,•ndation that wo have be.en returned 
so that we 1n.ay put our policy into opera~ 
tion in the big pastoral areas of this State. 
Durin,- the lifdime of this Parliament 
many millions of acres of the best pastoral 
areas in the• State will hll in to the Grown, 
and I unhesitatingly predict that the 
Crown will avail ihelf of that land as the 
opnorinnity o\~cnrc:, and in availing it.;:elf 
will settle many dozens of families in areas 
where at the present time the earnings 
from the land are going overseas into the 
pockets of English shareholder;; of Queens­
land pastoral companies, 

I know that a very grave position will 
arise out of this drought in the \Vest. I 
venture to say that, when I tell hon. mem­
bers that in the main town of my electorate 
there have been onlv three inches of rain 
this year, even men;bors of the Opposition 
must be convinced that the position is very, 
very acute. and that the losses which are 
going to occur in the \Vrcbcrn areas arc 
going to be phenomenal, "hilst in addition 
there will be no natural increase in stock 
to maim good those losses. I know that 
many of our small selectors in these areas 
are in very great diflirulty, and I vrould 
like to take this opportunit'; of appealing 
to the Government-the Secretary for 
Public Lands mora particularly-to extend 
a3 much latitude a< is consistent with good 
government to those individuals who arc 
hard hit by the drought in order that they 
may have the opportunity to ,recoup them­
selves. and in so doing in the course of 
time recouv the State. 

A good deal has been said during this 
debate about the conduct of the railways. 
I have been out in the West quite recently 
and one naturally under those circumstances 
meets people of all shades of political opinion. 
I vcant to assure the House that from sta­
tion owners down everybody was at one in 
their praise of the manner in which the 
Hailway Department had handled the dif­
ficult proposition ariBing out of the drought. 
True there were late trains, and true in 
some instances it was almost impossible to 
r,uarantee that you would be at any par­
ticular place on the railway line at any 
particular time. But hon. members should 
take into consideration that where one train 
had been moving on the Central-Western 
line in normal times five trains were moving, 
and are moving during the abnormal period 
of drought pressure. Everybody out West 
admits that the Railway Department has 
done magnificent work in relieving the situa­
tion and coping with the position that arose 
in t<.king starving stock away and bringing 
fodder where it was impossible to shift stock 
or find agistment for them. When we come 
to consider that over 2,000,000 sheep were 
shifted from the Central-Western areas of 
our State, I think even the most violent 
critic of the Railway Department will realise 
that the work was efficiently and effectively 
done under great difficulties. I believe that 
the jibes and sneers that are continually 
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coming from: hon. members opposite involving 
the integrity and efficiency of railway men 
arc more than a little bit overdone. Had it 
not been for the lo:,·al co-operation of the 
railway men this problem could not have 
been tackled. It has been tackled, is being 
tackled, and will continue to be tackled, so 
long as the drought lasts. The work that 
has been performed in that regard stands as 
e~ monument to the credit of the railway em­
nlovees and the executive heads in the Central 
div'ision. 

We have had a great deal of talk about 
the public debt, and again Victoria has been 
hailed as an example to follow. The increase 
in the public debt of our State is by no means 
terrifying when we take in contrast the 
incrca e in the public debt of Victoria from 
which the hon. member for Murilla pere­
grinated, and so did I. We find that the 
increase in the public debt since 1900 in 
Victoria has been 144 per cent., which is a 
far greater ratio of increase than has been 
experienced in Queensland. \V e also find 
that Victoria is charged a higher rate of 
interest on the public debt than Queensland 
is paying for her financial accommodation in 
the form of loans overseas, speaking volumes 
for the security and tangibility of Queens­
land securities. 

Mr. MoRGA:-.i: Not during the last ten 
years. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Another fashion which 
has grown up with the Trojans of democracy 
sitting on the other side of the House is the 
disposition to sneer at humanitarian mea­
sures. Several hon. members opposite during 
this debate have sneered at the Government 
for the humanitarian measures they have 
introduced. The latest gentleman to do that 
was the hon. member for East Toowoomba. 
Tears were running down his ciletk;; "?!~;lt:J< 
he was condemning the Government for 
having introduced humanitarian measures. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is not true. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I do not propose to tra­
verse the ground that one might ordinarily 
and legitimately traverse in applauding this 
Government for many of the humanitarian 
measures that have been placed on the 
statute-book. I simply want to say one thing. 
Humanitarian measures in the main connote 
social progress. This party is being con­
demned for its humanitarian conception of 
its duty. When this party first came into 
office the infantile mortality of this State 
was the highest in the Commonwealth. We 
introduced certain humanitarian measures, 
translating our ideals to the statute-book so 
far as circumstances would permit. The 
logical outcome of the humanitarian concep­
tion of our duty is that to-day the infantile 
mortality of Queensland is the lowest in the 
Commonwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The 
infantile mortality in Queensland is, with one 
exception, the lowest in the world. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I do not think it is 
necessary to traverse the question any longer. 
I simply want to say that our humanitarian 
legislation amply justifies itself, if it only 
means that it has saved some of the most 
valuable units in our community-the future 
citizens of our State-those who are born 
into our midst. 

This morning we were treated to a speech 
by the hon. member {or Oxley. What 
surprises me most about the hon. member 
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for Oxlcy is the fact that he is so prone 
to condemn, and is of so little use in offer­
ing any constructive suggestion. The hon. 
member time and again rises in his place 
in this House and hits right and left, sa.ying 
that this is wrong and that is wrong; but 
he rarely offer'' any practical solution in 
order that we ma" overcome the difficulties 
that are confronting us. It was rather 
refrcc hing to hear the hon. member espous­
ing the cause of Commu11i:;:.n1. That is not 
remarkable, bPcauso the hon. member for 
Oxlcy has c~pousod nearly every lost political 
causce that has corHe 1 ·ithin his ambit. 
(Government laughter.) 

The hon. member for ::\furrumba, speaking 
during this debate, had something to say 
about the possibilities and potentialities of 
the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme. 
" Speaking as one." he said, " who knows 
something about irrigation schemes, I do 
not think that the Dawson Valley irrigation 
s<.!heme :is going to be a success." 'rhe same 
things have been said against every big 
irrigation scheme that has ever been pro­
jected, and, no doubt, if the hon. member 
for Murrumba were in Egypt, he would 
condemn the big Assouan scheme on the 
ground that it was interfering with the laws 
of nature and the determinations of the 
Almighty. I do not share the opinion of the 
hon. member for 11urrumba. I do not recol­
lect whether he took advantage of the parlia­
mentary visit to the Dawson Valley and 
saw what was projected and what was in the 
eourse of construction there · but I do not 
think the hon. member co'uld have been 
a member of th':t party or he would 
not have comm>tted himself to the 
statement he made on the occasion 
referred to. I trust that this scheme will 
be proceeded with, because it is totally 
necessary that it should be proceeded with. 
Apart from tho mere merit it may have 
as an irrigation scheme-and none of us 
can really expn"•S much of an opinion con­
cerning the possibility of the scheme because 
irrigation schemes and irrigation settlements 
arc the most treacherous things in the world 
-the huge inland sea which will be created 
by the Nathan Dam will have a very bene­
ficent effect on the rainfall of the pastoral 
arc"" of Central Queensland. That is a 
well sustained theory, and I believe it will 
?P~rat'! in that direction. Practically every 
Jrr'<:-atwn settlement becomes a success in 
tim,_-, and no big or famous irrigation settle­
ment that I know of has ever been a success 
at its inception-and when first used for 
ag,·icultural purnosos-bocause the conditions 
change so in the course of time, and the 
changing properties of the soil due to 
irrigation and various other fact~rs which 
have to be taken into consideration, require 
a few years of experimentation before the 
eoil can bo worked to its fullest capacity 
and capability. 

Bdoro I conclude I want to pay a tribute 
to the Department of Public Instruction for 
the ver': fine work that is being done by it 
m the western areas of our Statf'. Perhaps 
I h'1vc a. particular r0ason for the re:rnarks 
I shall make. and perhaps I need to qualify 
wme of the remnks I made during the last 
session of Po rliament in regard to educa­
tional matters. At that time I was very 
sceptical about the success of the correspond­
ence ''ystem of tuition. Since then I have 
had an opportunity of examining its activi-

tics in more minute detail, and I am now 
of the opinion that the system is doing 
invaluable work in our State. Further than 
that, I hope the svstcm will be still further 
cxtcndPd. _,\t the same time I express the 
hope that tho sntcm of itinerant teachers 
will not be dispensed with. If itinerant 
teachers "ent once or twice a year to the 
students undergoing correspondence tuition, 
and so supplemented that correspondence 
tnit;on. I believe the whole problem of 
educating the children in our back-blocks 
would be overcome. Although I believe that 
nei thcr the correspondence system nor the 
itinerant system could be successful by itself. 
I do bdieve a combination of the two would 
be cntircl:v successful. 

I notice that a dental car is being fitted 
out and will be taken to the interior of the 
State. I commend the Department of Public 
Instruction for that venture. I know nothing 
at the present moment of greater importance 
th<m the health of the children of the State, 
a ne! the care of the teeth of those children 
i' a most necessary thing. I may be accused 
of being parochial, but I do hope that the 
car will visit some of the towns in my 
electorate, where dentists are never seen. 

During- the past few weeks those repre­
senting Western constituencies have been bom­
barded with letters with respect to th8 pro­
posed rate to be struck by the Rockhampton 
Harbour Board. I understand that it is to 
be !d. in the £1, and will extend as far 
inland as Tambo, and even to Longreach, in 
the electorate of my friend, the hon. member 
fot· Mikhcll. I suggest to the Premier that 
this matter should be examined with minutf' 
care before the board is permitted to collect 
the new rate which it proposes to impose. 
I have looked into the situation, and I find 
that officially the Government know nothing 
n bout it up to the present time. If the 
Government give the matter that minute 
examination which I recommend, I feel satis­
fted that. while the Rockhampton Harbour 
Board must be allowed to find some way out 
of its pres<ent financial embarrassment, a more 
equitable basis for raising its revenue can 
be arrived at. I trust the Premier will give 
the question clue consideration when it comes 
before him. 

::vir. MORGAN (Murilla): Before proceed­
in.rr with mv criticism on the Addre"s in 
R;ply. I w'ish to deal with one or two 
important matters touched on by the hon. 
member for Barcoo. First of all, the hon. 
member ?ave figures to show that the fodder 
crops in Victoria and other States have not 
been eo great recently as they were ten or 
twelve vc '1P ago. No doubt, owing to the 
encroachment o'f motor traction, fodder grow­
ing will gradually diminish in Australia, as 
its principle consumer, the horse, is gradually 
being eliminated. 

:VIr. BuLCOCK: I quoted cereal as well a' 
fodder crops. 

The PREMIER : You now blame the rnotor­
cctr. Previously you blamed the Labour 
party. 

Mr. MORGAN: Anot-her important matter 
was the reference by the hon. member to 
the Patcrson scheme. The Paterson scheme 
is to the producer what the Arbitration 
Court is to the worker, and what the tariff 
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is t-o the manufacturer. The Arbitration 
Court iJ responsible for protecting the worker 
and sr~eing that he (;ets u fair day's pay for· 
his day's ·work. rrhe tariff protects the 

rnanufacturcr, and incidentally 
[3.30 p.m.} increases the cost of everything 

the fanner nee cls, and ··cccing that. 
the 1 '-ol·ker obtains protection by artificial 
nwans and the rnanufacturer obtain, pro­
tection by u very hi;:::h tu,r ~ff. it is only 
right and proper that they should pay a 
reasonable price to the producer, and the 
Patorson schornc is OIJ.e Wit~,· of giYing- to 
t.he producer a better price for his butter 
than ho 'vould otherv1rise rccciYo. 

The hon. member als) referred to the fact 
that five of the principal gNzing electorates 
in Queensland w0ro uncontested during the 
recent election; but tho hon. member did 
not give the true reason. We all know that 
in largo grazing areas, where little or no 
farming is carried on, on every station there 
is the boss and his wife, who vote Country 
party or Nationalist, as tho case may be, 
and there arc ton or twelve employees who 
vote Labour. But thn very moment_ these 
large areas aro subdivided these constituen­
cies a re lost to the Labour part•-. We had 
an illustration in the Ba.lonne electorate 
recent!;.-_ in that respect. In that electorate, 
wh!Ch Is a larc;·e R"razing electorate the 
candidat0 standing b1 the i'ltorests of the 
Country-2'\ationalist party reduced the Labour 
maj~rity considerably. The moment that 
grazmg electorates arc subdivided and 
become farming or small grazing areas, the 
opportumty of successfullv contesting those 
sea to will certainly be in" our favour. 

I listened attentively to the Speech deliv­
<'red by His Excellency the Lieutenant­
Governor, and I have come to the conclu­
sion that the Speech was the most " wishv· 
washy " that I have ever listened to during 
my ~evcnteen years' exper·ience in this House. 
Durmg t.hc past ten or eleven years that the 
Labour Gonlrnment have been' in power we 
hav_e experienced a period of borrow, a 
perwd of boom, and now we are on the 
verge of experiencing a period of burst. The 
Premier would lead us to believe that from 
now on everything must be so managed that, 
unlefh we co-operate and assist him in every 
direction. the Sta to is likely to go through 
one of the worst financial periods in its 
hJ~lory. 

The PRE1IIER: That applies to all the 
States. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is not so. Victoria 
was never more financial than it is to-day. 

The PRWIIER: They ha Ye had a very bad 
year. 

Mr. MORGAN: I admit they have had 
a very bad year-one very bad year in ten. 
But Queensland has had ten bad years in 
ton. A State <an stand one bad year in 
ten, but no State can go on continuallv 
losing, as we have done during the period 
thu .Labour Government have been in power. 

The PREMIER: Losing what? 

Mr. MORGAN: Losing money and expend­
ing money. \Ve know that the national debt 
of <;Jueensland has practically doubled itself 
durmg the period the Labour Government 
have been in power. Our national debt was 
about £50,000,000 before the Labour Govern­
ment came into office. They have borrowed 
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over £40,0CO,OOO while they have occupied 
the Treasury benches. It took previous 
Govemmcnts fift:- years to borrow and spend 
£50,000,000 of loan money, yet, during the 
period the Labour Government have been 
in power, although they went to the country 
with a non-borrowing policy, they have 
pro,-cd themselves to be the prince of 
borro\Yers, and as a result we are paying 
the piper to-day. I ::dmit that, if the 
Govemmont lutd obtained full value for the 
money they borrowed, wo would not have 
been in the serious po ition we are in to-day; 
but if the >vork represented by every £1 of 
borrowed money expended by the Labour 
Government since they have been in power 
were• valued to-dav, we would discover that 
we have onlv 10s. of value for each :Bl 
expended. ff we borrow £4,000,000 and 
Pxpend it in the way the Government have 
boon doing and find that the asset 
represented by the expenditure is only worth 
£2,000,000, ,, e must rcmen,ber that we pay 
5 per cent. on the £4,000,0GO, and will there­
fore be paying 10 per cent. on the £2,000,000. 
In e!Iect, we shall haYe lost £2,000,000 of the 
mon0y borrowed and be paying Hl per cent. 
on the remainder represented in the asset. 
I claim that no Government or firm can 
pay 10 per cent. interest and make a success 
of the undertaking on which the money 
is expended. 

The most important probkm before us is 
the question of succc"sful land settlement. 
Had this Government not been in power 
during the p:1st ten years, .People would 
not have left the State as they have 
done and gone away to other parts of 
Australia, and settlement would have been 
much greater than it has been during that 
period. vY e heard ono hon. member opposite 
stating that the Government were going to 
resume large areas of land for the purpose 
of closer settlement. The Government are 
always going to do something, but they never 
seem, to do it. They have been in office for 
eleven years, and what has been the result? 
In 1912. 1913, 1914, the last three years of 
their term of office. the Liberal Government 
resumed and opened for closer settlement 
23,987 square miles of country; while for the 
three years, 1922, 1923, 1924, the Labour 
Government-which is always going to do 
something and never succeeds in doing it­
resumed only 9,964 square miles of country. 
They were going to take away the land 
from the squatter and give people an oppor­
tunity to make a living on those areas. 
\Ye find, however, that. instead of resuming 
that land as they told the people they would 
do if they were returned to power, and 
dispossessing the squatters of it. the squatters 
have obtained the renewal of leases of land 
suitable for grazing areas from this Govern­
ment which has claimed to be the friend of 
the people. We also find that a great deal 
of the land which has been open to selection 
has not been taken up by settlers, simply 
because the land has been opened under 
conditions and a tenure the people do not 
want; and nntil the Government recognise 
that fact settlement will continue to diminish, 
and we shall see the people continue to 
flock into the cities and towns, which will 
be very detrimental to the progress of the 
State. 

'l'o show just what has been happening 
during the last ten years under the present 
Administration I propose to quote some 
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ligures. In the ten years up to 1914 the 
Government placed on the land 23,954 selec­
tors, who took up 12,609,000 acres, whereas 
in th•' ten years since 1914 only 12,437 selec­
tors ha Ye been placed upon 5,930. 000 acres. 
'That is to Gay, in a period of ten years, the 
Libe1.ds ,scttl•·d double the number of 
selectors on double the area of land which 
the L" bour party ha Ye boon able to settle. 
'To show further the drift of the population 
to the citl('" HS a l'e:-;ult of tho GovernmGnt's 
administration, I want to point out that 
from 1905 to 1914 the population in the cities 
and towns of Queensland increased by 24 
p"r cent. whilst in the shires-which are the 
rnnl nreas-th·c population increased by 41 
per cell!. Bet\ cen 1914 and 1923, on the 
)thor hand, the population in the cities <tnd 
iowm increased by 26 per cent. and that in 
the shires by 8 per cent. The figures I have 
quoted show that whatever the Government 
ha'.'P done to build up Brisbane and other 
large cities-whatever success they may have 
a.chie,·ed in the big- centres of population­
they havo failed miserably in increasing the 
population in the rural portions of the State. 
I can .. ,peak from my own knowledge of my 
own district. which was originally settled 
under a previous Government by people from 
other parto of Australia. I am sorry to say 
that we have not got the population we 
should have got, because some of those dis­
tricts have gone back rather than forward 
owing to the fact that the Government have 
not given them the encouragement which a 
Government should give. vVc will admit 
that there has been an increase in the sugar­
growing are~s, and, so far as that goes, vve 
would all hke to be sugar growers, but 
unfortunately there is not sufficient of that 
land for all of 118, and from what we can 
see the production of sugar in the State is 
more than is necessary for local consumption 
and some of it has to be exported at a price 
which is not very profitable; but, generally 
speaking, land settlement in Queenslal'd has 
not progressed to anvthing like the extent 
it 'hould, · 

Now I want to deal to some extent with 
the priddy-pe_ar lands in the State-a ques­
tion with which I am conversant. I want 
to say that tho Prickly-pear Land Commis­
sion is one of the finest bodies of men who 
have ever been appointed to administer any 
department in the State of Queensland. 
'They have done, perhaps, everything that it 
··•·as possible for them to do. I recognise 
that theu work has been handicapped owing 
to the fact that the Act under which they 
work does not allow them to do many things 
which they ought to be able to do and that 
therefore in some respects their ~perations 
may not be as effective as thev otherwise 
mig~t. I. have read the report of the Com­
mr~swn With very great interest, and I think 
rt IS a very fine one indeed. There are some 
:natters w~th wh!ch I do not agree, and 
It Is those m partwular that I intend to deal 
with, 'The report of the Commission says-

, " I! has become an accepted principle 
m this State that the work of pear clear­
ing is of such national importance that 
the whole community should contribute 
towar-ds it. The infested lands however 
are mostly in the occupation 'of tenan~ 
under existing tenures, and it thus 
becomes a matter of considerable import­
ance to determine how the community's 
contribution should be made. 

" It is beyond question that, as a 
general rule, the most economical and 

cfl'cctiYe means of eradicating the pear 
on a holding is to place the obligation 
of doing so on the lessee as a condition 
of tenure . . . But it must be remem­
bered that any such obligation affects, 
and sometimes seriously affects, the rental 
value of the land. 'Thus the rents have 
to be reduced so that the tenant shall not 
be burdened with an obligation which 
rightly belongs to tbe community. ';!'his 
reduction in rent is the commumty's 
contribution towards the work and the 
tenant becomes the agent of the com­
munity to effectively carry it out." 

The report continues-
" The huge sum shown . as the total 

reductions in the purchasmg pnccs of 
selections might be misleading without 
an explanation. .\t no time was there 
any prospect of this sum being collected 
by. the Crown. The unf~rtunate fate. of 
nricldy-noar selectiOns with the passmg 
year.< ·h~s already been indi0:tt<>d. With 
forfc-itures, surro11dcrs, and conversions 
to other tenures this sum under the old 
svstem would havo be"n whittled down 
i~n1C11"'~1,. Yet th; above figures show 
the uctual reductions in purchasi~g prices 
that have irnrnndiatc]:Y been \vl'Iiten off 
the books of the department. The result­
ing r('duction in revenue-that Is, reduced 
purcha<so price instaln1cnts-ainountJ to 
approximatel:y: £12,000 . per , annum. 
Adding to this _the red uctwns m annual 
renh; granted m respect of perp,etual 
lea"' selections, perpetual lease pnckly­
pc:l r sclcchol}s, grazing !;3clechons, and 
pastoral holdings, we g-et a grand t~tal 
of <ipproximately £24.300 per annum. 

The Commission point out that the:v: have 
reduced the amount by £24,300, and, If they 
had not. reduced the rcntals, they could not 
hrr Ye collectccl a big portion of that money, 
The report continue,--

" The lf'-:socs' efforts are now estin1_ated 
as being equivalent to an expenditure 
of .£350,000 per annum." 

The men engaged in the destruction of pear 
have contributed .£350,000 per annum, T~e 
State's contribution was £24,300,. and m 
respect of that amount the Gommisswn admit 
that, if ihcy had not made any r~ductwns, 
the Govc•rtmwnt '"ould have obta,med only 
a \'cry small amount. Y.et t~e Goyernment 
claim that the commumty IS assisting m 
the ckstruction of the pear. The Pnckly­
poar Lr,.nd Con1n1ission now _has a credit of 
£77,353. It is very refreshmg to find one 
Governm'.l1t department with <; credn 
l>alancc, but I am afraid that th? 'I roasurer, 
;,, his anociety to obtain funds will, :vhcn he 
fmds the financial cupboard baro, Interfer<' 
with that credit balance. When '.se are out 
to dec.trov the pear i;; it a proper thmg 
that the ·commission should be allowed to 
accumulate c£77.353 out of the .£100,000 appro­
priated on eh year? There is any amount of 
work to be' done with that money. I adm1t. 
that the Commission has no right to exceed 
iic. appropriation, but, seeing that so. much 
"ork hfts to be done, a greater portiOn of 
that monov should haYO been expended on 
the destnirtion of near. The small m>;n 
struggling· on his block is being forced to nd 
his land of the pNtr. There are hundreds 
of landowners in my elect~>rate and other 
parts of Que0nsland who with myself advo­
cate that free poison should be !JTantef. 
Last year I quoted the amount that It wou d 
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<'0st. It was not a very large amount, but 
what has been the result? This vcar the 
Commission have reduced the price of arsenic­
pentoxide, from 1st August, by 3d. per lb., and 
they have also reduced the cost of Roberts's 
pear poison. The big man mav a-et twentv 
Years or thirt~; years' extensio1; of his leas·l~ 
for clearing the pear, so that the question 
of whether· it is 3d. per lb. or 6d. per lb., or 
fre;'. dot's not enter into his calculation at 
all. He is prepared to spend £10.000 in 
clearing the pear, realising that he will reap 
that amount of benefit by an extension of 
lease. I am more concerned with the little 
man ,-.·ho is struggling, and who utilises three 
or foar hours a daY in clearing pear. He 
mav be conducting a dain- farm and he 
<tnd his sons, when they havC a fe\\' n1omcnts 
to sparf', may endeavour to cl0ar the pear 
that thev have been ordered bv the Com­
Ini~sion to clear. These n1en ;cquirc free 
pmson, but they arc the men who are re­
g-arded by the Prirklv-p<>JT Land Commission 
"' not b~ing bona ficle selectors. The £5 
rhnt they may be a;ked to pay for poison 
1ll the course of twcrve monthc. hac often to 
],p borrowed from the bank or the storc­
kr•epn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: ViThat 
do you think about the cochineal insect? 

:Mr. MORGAN: It is doing good work all 
over Queensland wlwreYE'l' it has been estab­
lishecl for any length of time. It •has been 
found among pear, where the cochineal insect 
has been established for eighteen months or 
two years, that the flower or fruit. does not 
mature. It has been diecoyered that where 
the cochincnl insect hns been c'tablished for 
three or four years it has cleaned out the 
whole o,f the r:ea1· completely, including the 
root ... 'I hat bemg_ so, the spread of the pear 
by ammals and bn·ds Is very much rC'stricted. 
I do not want to be too optimistic but I 
am of the opinion that we have di;covered 
a means which is going to exterminate this 
]>est that has throt.tlC'd so much land in 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \Y ORKS : It has 
beC'n suggcstC'd that the distribution of these 
rnsects should be carried out in some system­
atic way and nnder some superyision. " 

Mr. MORGAN: When the Premier was 
SecrC'tary for Public Lands ho ,aw an adver­
tisement in the newspapers stating that 
:iiorga n and Sons were offering to distribute 
cochim,nl insects in pear-inf~stod countrv 
and he called me over to his seat in th·i~ 
Chamber, and told me that he '"as thinking 
of prosccyting the firm for distributing tlw 
Imccts wJt.hout the pCl'miR5ion of the Govorn-
111C'nt. 

The PHEMIER: Up to that tin1o scientists 
wore not too sure whether there was a 
dangC'r or not in distributing the cochineal 
insects. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I told the hon. o-entleman 
that it was our desire, by distributing these 
msccts, to got rid of a pest which was cost­
in~ the country millions of pounds. The 
mscct has spread over millions of acres. 

The PRE~!IER: Don't say millions-thou­
sands of acres would be correct. 

:\fr. MORGAN: Mr. Culliford distributed 
thousands of cases of those insects before the 
3ovornment distributed one case, while I 
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nwsdf distributed m·cr 500 cases before the 
Government took any steps in that direction. 

ThC' PHEmER: I know you did; but that 
would not cover millions of acres. 

Mr. MORG .'iN : It would. The hon. 
;;cnt-IPman fails to recognise that thes" 
Insects spread themselves. 

The PREMIER : ?,Ii!lions of insects would be 
right, but not millions of acre,, 

Mr :\!ORGAN: If the hon. gentleman has 
read the report of the Prickly Pear Land 
Commission he will have seen that they 
claim to h~vo spread insects over millions 
of acres of pear-infested land, and the. Com­
mission has only beC'n spreadmg those msects 
for a few years. They claim t.o have spread 
17,000 cases of insects. 

The PRE1IIER : There are millions of 
flcres of Ia.nd under the pear, but the groat 
bulk of it as yet has not been touched hy 
the cochineal insect. 

Mr. :\10RGAN: I haYe travelled from 
Taroon1 to :\'liles) and thoro is not one ntilt:: 
along that road '"here the cochineal insect 
is not. at work. If th<l hon. gentleman 
travelled from ::Ylilcs to Goondiwindi-a dis­
tlnce in a direct line of 170 miles-he would 
find right along the lino that the cochineal 
insect is at work there also. 

It is claimed in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Spec•ch that the drought is responsible for a 
gt·eat. deal of the loss which has occurred in 
connection 'vith our railways, and that the 
carriage of staning stock and fodder for 
that starving stock has been a con,i?erable 
factor in creating that loss on our rmlways. 

The hon. member for \Varrego asked three 
questions regarding that matt.er, but the 
Secretary for Railways did not reply to all 
of them. The hon. member for Warrego 
wanted to know what concessions on normal 
rates the rates charged represented. Why 
did the Minister not ans'.vor that question? 
The hon. gentleman told us that so many 
thousand sheep had been carried and so· 
much fodde1· had been com·eyed for those 
sheC'p, but when it came to the actual con­
CP~sion, ho \vould not give tho inforrnation. 
The raihYays have lost approximat-ely 
£1,700,000 for the ::car. Supposing this con­
cession represented £300,000, we should be 
able to deduct that £300,000 from the 
£1,700.000. and would then be able to say 
that, if the railwa::s had not coped with 
that traffic. thev would have lost. £1,400,000. 
The Secretan· for Railways would not give 
that information, and C'Von some of the daily 
newspapers were misled. \Vhen we investi­
gate the question, we find that the Govern­
ment have not actually lost. in regard to that 
carriage. I know that at present the rail­
waYs aro losins, no matter what they con­
""Y· and if the train mileage were increased 
by 30,000 or 40,000 miles yearly, they would 
lose stii! more money than at present. The 
more they carry t.he more they lose. 

The hon. member for Maryborough tried to 
show us the position in other States with 
respect to the carriage of fodder. The hon. 
member mentioned hay, straw, and chaff, but 
he might also have included maize and oats. 
ThC' hon. member quoted from the Victorian 
" Year Book " for 1925, which gave figures 
for 1924, but did not say that a considerable 
increase had taken place in Queensland, but 
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that no increase had taken place in the other 
Stat"·'· I have gone to the trouble of finding 
out exactly what the Queensland figures are 

through a question I asked the Secretary for 
Railway,. and t-his is how they compare 
with thP other States-

RAILWAY RATES PER TON 0~ AGRICUT,TURAL PRODUCE. 
------

I 

I 
Train i\filcs. 

---~~-~--1;-- :ooo - ~-o--~--4~~-----~~-
-----------------~-----1---·- __ , ____ _ 

s. d. I' s. d. s. d. 8. d. I s. d. ·--~ 
New South Wales 7 3 11 5 H 5 15 1 17 n 19 o 
Victoria . . . . 6 4 9 9 12 11 14 10 1 10 10 18 7 
Queensland (to ports) . . G 8 11 10 20 0 2± 6 'I :.\l 9 35 1 
Queensland (np·country) 10 11 J8 11 30 1 37 S 4f> ~ 53 4 
South Australia 7 5 I 11 5 H 1 16 7 

1 

1/l 10 21 1 

iYa~~;~~~tralia ~ ~ }g n M 6 ~~ g I 24 0 26 0 
- I 

At 4 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. MORGA:\T: These figures show that 
the "to ports " rate,-., excr'ed the r ..... tcs in 
:---; ew South Wales, \" ictoria, South Australia, 
\Vostern Australia, and Tasmania. Then 
\Vhon it come:1 to •· np country 1

' rat.(·" they 
are, in some cases, 100 ver cent. n1orc, and, 
,,hen you deduct from these figures the 
27.27 r'1er cent. that is allowed for the 
carriage of fodder for starving stock, you get 
t.he8e figures-

" 200 miles:-
Queensland •· U1) country" ra1P, 

Ws. ld., less 27.27 per cent. = 21s. lld." 

The rat'" to convev fodder in Victoria and 
Xc,,,. South V\' ale;' .. to port.. or •· UJJ 

country,'' for 200 1niles. a.re :-
F. d. 

Victoria 12 11 
Kc w South Wales 14 5 

..'.s against 21s. lld. in Queensland, after 
deducting the allowance made on fodder 
for starving stock. :::\ow let us take the 
SQO n1.ilc rate:-

New South \Vales (at '111 times) 
Victoria (at all times) 
Queensland (to ports) 
f)ueensland (up country) 
South Austra.lia (at all times) 
Western Australia (at all times) 

s. d. 
19 0 
18 7 
35 1 
53 4 
21 1 
26 0 

1ft,,. deducting the 27.27 per cent. from the 
53r:. 4d.-which is the usual ratf' ··no rou.n­
trv" in Queensland-it leave' 38s. lOd. This 
30s. lOd. per ton rq1rc .ents 100 per cent. 
more freight than is charged in Victoria 
and 2\;ew South Wales for the carriage of 
hay, chaff, and straw at all times. Yet the 
Government and some of the newspapers who 
support them claim that thev arc carrying 
this fodder at a lo'8. · 

R{:_fPronco vas made in His Excellenc\ 's 
Speech to the Hamilton cold stores. It· is 
a pity tbc Speech made any reference to 
the ' stores at all because, like all othc1· 
ventures of i he Govcrnn1cnt, they arc likel:Y 
to be a "·hite elephant. Unfortunately, 
the Minister did nut listen to tho 
practical producer. He listene-d, "' idently. 
to the ,:d,-ice d experis. with tlw 
result that the cold stores v ere erc·dNl 
in the wrong place. Owing to the hig-h cost 
of the cold stores and the long delays. the 
cost of storage to the producer is comider­
ably greater than the cost of cold stora p;P 
in ~ew South vVales. The result is that 

producers here who are competing with the 
~'Jew South Wales producers are handicapped 
owing to the fact that this white elephant 
which has been constructed by the Govern­
rnent against the adyicc of practical people 
IS too costl': to be used. 

I wish to refer to the wheat industry, to 
'"hich rofcn•ncc is made in the Speech, 
in thuw terrns-

" The wheat industry, controlled as 
it is by the growers themselves under 
the provisions of the \Vheat P~ol Act 
is showing a healthy development." ' 

\'\ e all know that the wheat crop in Queens· 
land 1s not .a main crop, but that it is all 
nght as a side issue. If rain does not fall 
during the next fortnight or three weeks, 
the appearances are that there will soon 
nnt bo a blade of wheat growing. Yet we 
find the GoYernment opening up land for 
settlement-I refer to the Mount Abundance 
rcsLlmption, for instance-with a compulsory 
clause that a certain amount of land has to 
be placed under wheat. The men who take 
up that land arc going to be compelled to 
mcur a huge expenditure to provide machin­
ery for t.he cultivation of wheat when we 
kno·"\ thn t :.-~~ ;~l· 1:n ~ 1d Vt ar ~nt wheat­
growing in that particular a"rea is precarious. 
The opening up of that land under these 
conditions is going- to mean disaster-another 
Cecil Plainc o1· Jimbour-owing to the fact 
that the Government, instead of opening 
up land in area-. '~hich will allow men to go 
m for sheep farmmg-areas that will carry 
2,()00 or 3,000 sheep and be a success-are 
going to open 1vp the land in small areas of 
1,280 acres and compel the settlers to go in 
for a ('f'rtain nn1nunt of \vhcut-grnvring. \Ve 
know that, if we only grnw 20 acres of 
wheat, we have to buy the same amount of 
rnachincr_. that is required for 400 acres. 

Mr. BmcocK: Does not that apply to any· 
thing else? 

1\lr. :\IORGAN: The point is whether the 
district is capable of growing wheat or not, 
and whct.her it will give a man a decent 
living. Hon. members know that the natural 
conditions of Queensland are not suitable 
for wheat growing-at all events not as a 
rPain cr.ap. 

I aho wish to refer to matters in connec~ 
tion with the Department of Public Instruc· 
tjon. I <''Klorsc the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Barcoo in regard to corres· 
ponden:'c classes. I have had an opportunity 
of placmg before the department a petition 
from people in my electorate asking that 
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teacherB be appointed for the purpose of 
supervising the work of the children who are 
receiving this correspondence tuition. There 
are many parents of children who are getting 
this instruction who are capable, perhaps, of 
supervising the instruction given, but there 
Me other parenh who are not capable, or 
who have not got the time to devote to the 
children. I maintain that where there are 
t' .. enty children in a centre the department 
will build a small school at the cost of 
£650 shown by the figures we havo recently 
had quoted, and a teacher will be supplied. 
But there are many homes in isolated parts 
with, perhaps, from two to six children, and 
too far apart from each other for a school 
ta be erected at a central place so that the 
children would not have more than 3 or 5 
miles to go to school. Some of the children 
might be 8 or 9 miles from the centre, and 
it would be too far for them to travel. 
It was suggested in the petition I have 
referred t<J that in these cases teachers 
should be appointed t<J visit the homes and 
supervise the correspondence tuition. They 
could spend a week in one place, and then go 
on to another place; there would be no neces­
sity for schools to be built, as the parents 
wauld provide suitable rooms for the pur­
pose. In the same way, if there are thirty 
children, the teacher will go a.long and 
instruct the children and likewise the parents 
in order that the pupils may get the full 
benefit of the system. I believe that is a 
good system, and I believe that it is neces­
sary to have these teRchers, and not merely 
itinerant teachers who go round only once 
every six months. That is no use. I want 
the children to get the benefit of instruction 
fram a teacher every six or eight weeks. To 
visit these homes once in two yea.rs or twelve 
months is not sufficient. 

Mr. WEIR: It will increase the expendi­
ture. 

Mr. MORGc\N: I certainly approve of the 
system, and I hopp the Secretary for Public 
Instruction will bear out what I say, 
bec,mse we must recognise that, whilst some 
parents are capable of supervising the in­
~truction their children get from the 
eorrcespondence classes in Brisbane, on the 
other hand, there are many who cannot do 
so. J\1any of them have no education; many 
are too tired or too busy ; and. instead of a 
sYstem of itinerant teachers, like the one at 
G<Jondiwindi, going from place to place once 
every three or four months, it would be much 
better if that man's attention were directed to 
the instruction of twenty or thirty children in • 
" smal! area. The department will build a 
school wherever there arc twenty children 
who con attend it, and surely thev should 
be prepared to provide a teacher who wauld 
go from homo to home and instruct the same 
numher of children and their parents in their 
own homes. 

The matter of Forestrv is mentioned in the 
SpPech. In this conn0ction I want to paint 
out to the Minister who is responsible that 
a p-rcat waste of timber occurs because the 
Government sawmills which cut sleepers for 
railway purposes will not take a log which 
will c\lt into more than twa or three sleepers. 
If a big tree is felled, the timber-getters 
cut off the top. which will cut into two or 
three sleepers, and the remainder lies on the 
ground and rots. That butt would cut into 
eight or ten sleepers if the sawmills would 
t.ake it. but it is allowed to lie on the 
ground, and perhaps a bush fire comes along 
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f'\-enhlally and sweeps it up. The stick that 
the mill will take may be only 1 foot or 
15 inches through, and it is not matured, 
and sleepers cut from it will not last any­
thing like the time that sleepers from a tree 
of 3 feet or 3 feet 6 inches through will last. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

~1r. COSTELLO (Carnar?Jon): I cannot 
help sayin? that it \Yas a very great dis­
ayJpoinhncnt to rnosi hon. n1ombors to see 
that the very pron1ising programme which 
the Government nut before the people on the 
~'VC of the ~:icctio~ \Yas so different from w~1at 
\eo have read in the Speech of His Excellency 
the Licutenant·Governor at the opening of 
this ses·ion of Parliament. ::';'o doubt if the 
Government, even before they WCTe returned 
to power aHd whilst they \Vere still placing 
their all-glorious policv before the electors. 
Llid not i·ualise that Queensland v;.~as in a. 

rious indush·jal and financial po3ition, they 
at an:v~ rate fn11~7 rcali~ed it wh2n they were 
pteparing the A-ddrc~ j wh~ch they asked ~I is 
Excellency to read to u~. Bcfol'C the election 
great pro.misec were made to the people. In 
}Iis Exccllencv's f~pccd1 apologies were 
offered and c~cuscr, \Vcrc made. and the. 
drow,ht was blamed far all their broken 
pro~ises. Tht:re \Vas not one adrnission from 
hon. D1C'{nbers oppo.:::-ite that their prom.1ses 
m•re impcssible of fulfllmcnt. Vlhcn they 
were on the hustings thev knew deep down 
in thPir hearts that it, would be impossible 
for any GoY<'rnn1cnt to carry .aut the policy 
that they lutd propounded. 

Among the many things pro1nise? was a 
childhood endawment scheme, whJCh held 
cut hopes of financial benefit to the unf.or­
tunato mother in the country support!11g 
five or six children. and receiving a great 
Jc,al lees than the basic wage. The income 
of manv of the small settlers in the country 
c'ocs not exceed £200 per annum. These 
Jleop!c anticipated rec~iving ~ome . be~efit 
by the Government puttmg the1r pohcy mto 
effect. Fancy inducing an unfortun~te 
"~oman to vote on the strength of a promtse 
like that! \Vill the Government deny that 
they bribed the people with promises of 
that nat.ure on the eve of the elections? 
In order to soothe the disappointment of 
the electors they are told, through His 
Excellency's Speech, that it is unfortunate 
that we are suffering from a drought as the 
money is not now available to carry out 
the promises they made. 

I regret very mu~h that no mention is 
made in the Openmg Speech about the 
establishment of a hail insurance fund for 
orchardists. We have a hail insurance fund 
established under a co-operative system by 
the wheatgrowers which has been an 
undoubted success, and which the wheat­
growers are prepared to continue. The 
fruit industry is an important industry to 
Queensland, and the time is over-ripe when 
we should provide a. hail insurance ful;ld. 
\V e do not ask the Government to provtde 
the whole of the funds for the assistance 
of the orchardists against hail during the 
ripening period, but we believe it is the 
duty of the Government to e~courage an 
industry that has been strugghng so long 
by providing a sum of money to establish a 
fund to carry it over a perwd of ftbout 
cight to ten years. It would not cost more 
than £15,000 or £20,000 to establish a hail 



Address in Reply. [19 AUGUST.] Address in Reply. 2511 

insurance fund for orchardists. If the Secre­
tary for Agriculture, togPther 'yith the Coun­
cil of Agriculture and the D1rector of the 
Council, had the welfare of the orcharchsts 
at heart, they und?ubtcdly wonld havo had 
some scheme outlmed m the LJOutonant­
Govcrnor's Speech for the consideration of 
Parliament. 

This afternoon the hon. member for Bar­
coo critiei.Jed and condemned the producers 
for oq<;c;nising. He condemned the Pater­
son schc·rne for the protection of mdustro:. 
Although he claims to have had an agn­
tm·al traini :-.·c he forgets that the producers 
in the past have not. had ,,ny assistance 
from anv Government m the way of Ol'gams­
ing tho'ffisPlves. They have boon at the 
mercy of the open market. Probably some 
may say that it is quite right that they 
should be. Probably some farmers would 
contend that. 

M1·. BFLCOCK : Do 0·ou say that I con-
demned the pools? 

Mr. COSTELLO : You did. 
J\lr. BULCOCK: I did not condemn pools. 

Mr. COSTELLO: The hon. memLer con-
demned the Pai·crson scheme and com­
moditv boards. He was of the opinion that, 
if the farmers organised themselves into 
pools, the consumers "oul d be expected to 
pay more than the world's parity for their 
requirements. He was afraid that his sup­
porters would be compelled to pay a price 
that would return to the farmers an amount 
equivalent to the basic wage. I give the 
Government some credit for encouraging the 
farmers to organise, but the organisation 
has by no means been the success we hoped. 
I stand for the organisation of the farmer, 
and I hope the hon. member for Barcoo 
will give this matter a great deal more 
consideration when he is dealing with it in 
caucus. He is one member who should 
have known better. as he possesses perhaps 
a greater knowledge of agriculture than 
any other hon. member on that side. 

Mr. BuLCOCK : I will be quite fair and 
say I condemned the Paterson scheme, which 
I did. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I do not agree with 
the opinions of the hon. member in regard 
to some of his closer settlement schemes. 
This is the wrong time to attempt any 
scheme of closer settlement, and, what is 
more, the wrong crowd are on the Treasury 
benches successfully to launch any .land 
settlement scheme. No doubt the hon. mem­
ber was referring to some "\Vcstern land, but 
let me ask him how many of the small men 
in the North, North-west, and Central-west 
arc left to-day? How many selectors with 
10,000 or 15,000 acre blocks haYe suryi1·ed 
this drought? 

Mr. BcLCOCK: They are all hanging on. 

Mr. COSTELLO: There will not be 10 
per cent. of those small men left when the 
drought breaks. That 'country wil1 not 
stand closer settlement. vY e must give a 
man an area that will not give him a bare 
living, but sufficiently large to enable him 
not to over-stock or to stock up to his 
full capacity. A man with a 10,000 or 
15,000 acre holding in the West is compelled 
by necessity to stock to the utmost, and, 
when drought falls on the district-and there 

haYo alwavs been periodic droughts-he has 
no reserves to fall back on. 

J\h. BFLCOC£(: Apparently you know 
nothing about y,-est ern conditione. 

.'I h. COSTELLO: It is the big man, as 
the hon. membec· for Dalby stated, who 
can sun·i1•o droughts best, as he has several 
holdings and can shift his stock about. We 
h·n 0 had many a good man on those small 
holdiE''S who to-day is wiped out by the 
drou"l~t. It is a vital matter that t-he area 
should be more than a living area-a livmg 
arcJ, ith sufficient to spare to meet any 
re::Jerve. 

~\:r. ;Jt:LCOCK: "\Vhat do you call a living 
nrca '.' 

}ir. COSTELLO : It all depends on thG! 
lonlity you arc in. Some· :,ay that holdings 
of 5,000 or 10,000 acres are largo holdings, 
Lnt holdings of 20,000 or 25,000 acres in the 
\\'est, or 1'\orth-west would be sufficient for 
a man to provide against times of drought. 

The Government have embarked upon 
closer settlement in the Maranoa electorate. 
They no doubt will open up beautiful lands. 
'i'ho 1\iount Abundance lands have cost the 
Gon•rnment something like 30s. an acre, but 
the cost of the snrvey and water conserva­
tion will bring that price up to at least 45s. 
That land will be opened to selection under 
leasehold tenure. It will be cut up into 
1,280-acrc blocks, but by the time the selector 
ha, erected his fences and buildings it will 
have cost him an additional pound per acre, 
and he will still ha>e his machinery to pur­
chace. That will bring the cost of the land 
up to £3 an acre, with the result that the 
selector commences with his land over­
capitalised at the start. 

Mr. Bc:LCOCK: How much worse off would 
he be if the land were in foe-simple and 
he had to pay for it? 

Mr. COSTELLO: Could that selector go 
to any financial institution and say, " 1 
want some financial help for my 1,280 acres 
of beautiful country on Mount Abundance "? 
Has he got an asset left? He has not; 
he is over-capitalised, and any financial 
adviser will tell him that he was a. fool 
to have an asset like that, that it was worth 
r,othing, and that he could not advance 
n:oney upon it. If the manager of the 
Agricultural Bank were asked how much 
money he would advance on land under 
similar circumst-ances, what would he say? 

Mr. BULCOCK : Will not the Agricultural 
Bank make advances on a leasehold tenure? 

Mr. COSTELLO: It has done so, but it 
takes the value of the lease into considera­
tion. 

l\.tr. PETERSON: The value of the lease 
is nil ; the improvements are the only asset 
that is valuable. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
saying 'Ahat is not true. The Agricultural 
Bank advances on the unexpired period of 
the lease. 

Mr. COSTELLO: What value has the 
unexpired period of the lease? "Where 
the settler is over-capitalised the value is 
ni1, and, instead of being an asset, it is 
a liability. It is impossible for any man 
to carry on and make a success under those 
conditions. If those men who went to the 
Upper Burnett have not sufficient resources 

lllr. Costello.] 
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of their own to carry on for four or five 
vears, they will not be able to carry on 
successfully with the money advanced by 
the Agricultural Bank. 'rhe £500 or £600 
advanced by that bank is not sufficient. 
As the hon. member for Dalby informed 
the House this morning, no labourer can 
now Bave up sufficient money to go on the 
land. In the good old Tory days, in the 
days of Liberalism, any number of our 
labourers went off the labour market on 
to the land, and I know any number of 
lengthsmen who were receiving 6s. a day 
who are now successful settlers. 

M.r. BuLCOCK: Then there rure some 
successful farmers in Queensland? 

Mr. COSTELLO; I would not care to 
have them like the hon. member, making 
a failure of the job. They had some 
measure of success under the Liberal Govern­
ment. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: You said they are still 
making a success. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Some of them have 
survived the increased land taxation and 
other penalties imposed by this Government, 
but many are now leaving the land. 
\1\That a few yea•rs ago would be considered 
by a bank to be an asset worth £2,000 or 
£3 000 is now valued at about £1,500 only. 
If 'hon. members opposite do not wish to 
believe my argument, I can take them to 
many pa1:ts in QneenBland and show them 
concrete cases. 

Mr. BRUCE: Can you sell any good land 
cheap? 

Mr. COSTELLO: That is one of the 
things we argue ag·ainst. Fifteen years ago 
vou could not buy land on the Darling 
Downs for £15 an acre, but to-day you can 
buy the very best holding there for £6 or 
£7 an acre the assets having depreciated 
so g'l·eatly ~nder socialistic rule. A pro­
perty that was worth . £500 or £600 to a 
man a few years ago Is now worth practi­
cally nothing. To-day a man n·-ods a pro­
perty worth £1,500 or £2.000 as an 
equivalent of the property worth £500 or 
£600 a few years ago, and it becomes 
impossible for the Agricultural Ban!~ to 
function as the Government expected It to 
function. They have a policy to ca•ny out, 
and can advance only a limited amount of 
money. I place all the blame on this Go­
Yornment. A 1nan is now put on an area 
that is not a living area, ~nd, when h_e 
goes to the bank for assist-ance ~e IS 
given a small sum and then le_ft without 
further assistance. The result IS that 50 
per cent. of the properties are being 
relinquished. 

Do we not always remember the glorious 
address of the Premier when going through 
the electorates prior to the general election ? 

Do we not remember some of 
[4.30 p.m.] those glorious promises that he 

made? He stated that the 
finances of the country were quite all right, 
and that the Opposition, if returned to 
power, wonld lead the country into blue 
ruin. He said, "We have something to offer 
them in the way of humanitarian legisla­
tion." To use a vulgar expression, he was 
" kidding " the people. At the present time 
the people are clamouring for brea.d and 
they think they can get something from: the 
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Government, and they are out to get it. A 
man's politics to-day is measured by the 
depth of his pocket, and members of the 
Government party have been pandering to 
t.he greed of the people ; but their day of 
reckoning is in sight. The other day we 
heard the Premier appealing to the good 
sense of the Opposition to support him. He 
also appealed to the head of every depart­
ment and asked them to economise. 

Mr. BRUCE: An appeal to Crnsar. 

Mr. COSTELLO : It is like appealing to 
the wind to appeal to members sitting behind 
him to help him economise. Is it not well 
known that he has had trouble in his own 
party all along, and has had to c:ive a 
small gratuity to these hungry, greedy crea­
tures. who "·ere elected to represent the 
people, to keep them loyal? I venture to say 
that they will remain loyal only so long as 
the unions remain quiet. Let a strong 
or:ranised force of unionists come here and 
l-old a pistol a.t the head of the hon. member 
for Maryboron[!;h, whom I hear clattering 
in the corner. or the hon. member for 
Bulimba. and thev will no longer support 
the Government. ·It is a matter of self on 
nverv occasion. These people are not in 
Parliament in the interests of the country, 
but in their own interests. They went so far 
as to make unfair promises to the electors, 
and unfortunatelv the Labour pa.rty was 
returned to power: In the face of the present 
financial position, how can we do anything 
Plse but economise? Members of the 
Country-Nationalist party told the people 
that we would economise, while members of 
the Government told the electors that they 
would borrow more rnonev and spend it 
extravaganth. DiCl the Promi·or not- say 
that none of the railways under construction 
would be discontinued until they were com­
pleted? Did he not promise consideration 
to reauests for further railways? Did he not 
nromise in mv electorate that an overdue 
railway would. be constructed, or would be 
favourably considered? 

Mr. WRIGHT: What did you tell them? 
You told them vou would be Secretary for 
Agriculture. (G-overnment laughter.) 

1'.1r. COSTELLO: 1 was asked if I would 
support the construction of that railway, and 
I tc ld the P' ople that I would not guarantee 
on•·thing·: that everything- would be dealt 
with on its merits, and would be justly dealt 
with. No false promises wore made by mem-
1J.,rs of this party. and we expect mem~ers 
of the Gm·crnment to live up to the promises 
the;· made. I refer to the promise which 
the Premier made to th0 people of Texas 
that the Public Works Commission would 
nrrcccd there at an early date. That is a. 
diffc,.,,,t datemcnt to the answer I got this 
morning- from the Secretary for Railways, 
11ho 'aid thRt the matter would receive the 
ronsidPration of the Government. There was 
n clefinite nromise on the nart of the Premier 
that the Public Works ·commi·-sion would 
proc-eed at an earlv date to make a further 
rf'port on the proposed railway from Ingle­
·c··ood to Texae. We have seen how workers 
in the Burnett and other electorates are 
being treated, the railway works in those 
dectorates having to be discontinued. When 
I was going throug-h Toowoomba the other 
da v it ''as stated that the Wi!lowburn rail­
v.-ay work would be discontinued, but it 
appears likely that the Government will have 
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to compl~te that v.ork before the next elec­
tion iu the imcr~'t·s of their party. 

Gt~ncrn.lls ~peaking, the GoYornm_cnt have 
been rPturncd on the ]a,·ish prormseo, they 
made at tlw election. and they now come 
dmnr and , sk the Opposition to be good boys 
and not indulge jn any undue criticism 
IYhirh \Yo1!ld etnbarrass the Goycrnment in 
dealing .,ith the finances of the State. vVe 
, 11 lmo11· th:>t rho fmanrcs of the State are 
rn a dLplorable condition at the present 
lin1c. hayo liYcd in u fool':3 paradise, 
nnd a-rr now· riding for ~ seyerc fall. There 
i, nothiw,· >O much as the preso11t deplorable 
financi. l ]xsition that will bring the people 
to their scr.sos, and enuble them to realise 
the fooh paradise they have lived in while 
supporting the present Government, and 
giving them power to spend money m the 
reckless w<ty they have spent rt. 

2\Ir. WII\STANLEY (Quecnton): I want 
t•l giYe my meed of praise to the mover and 
seconder ~f the motion for the adoption of 
the Address in Reply for their speeches, and 
I sincer ,1 v trust that they will be members 
of t.his HcoL•f\ for a long time t.l come. I 
have not the slightest doubt that as time 
goes on a,:nd thev ~ain more experience in 
politicnl life their services will improve. I 
must a],o 'nngratulate other hon. members 
"ha have recently come into the House, 
ineludirrg the hon. member for Dalby, who 
made a ~very interesting and straightforward 
spec·ch. I h. ,.e been interested in listening 
to mcubc,rs of the Opposition trying to 
0xplain and excuse thcmselYos for being still 
sitting in oppo~ition. 

Mr. KELSO: When did they say that? 

2\Il'. \YI;\;ST \:'\LEY: Tlw hon. member 
'""'' one of them. He tried to explain why 
he and his party were still in opposition, 
and hon. members opposite have one after 
another tried to give some reason Jnd ex­
planation whv the, haYe not been able to 
defeat th~ pr.rscnt 'Government and are still 
citting in opposition. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I have just told you. 

Mr. WINSL\NLEY: The hon. member 
for :'\undah, who interjected, made the excuse 
by saying that what was needed to enable 
them to get on this r>ide "as a redistribution 
of seats. He has referred to that particular 
subject on more than one occasion. He has 
evidently got redistribution on the brain. 
There is no doubt that, if a redistribution 
of seats took place, and the hon. member 
for 1\'undah was the man who made the 
redistribution, there might be some chance of 
his getting oYer hero; but for a very long 
time to come the hon. member will remain 
where he is. After all that can be haid in 
reference to redistribution, -v·e know what 
redist1·ibution meant ·.,·hen hon. members 
opposite made it. \Ye know the effect it had 
t.hen upon the electorates. \Ve know what 
thev did to gerrymander and secure another 
lease of life after the election of 1912. 

Mr. KLRR: Do you believe in following 
their example? 

l\fr. WINSTANLEY: Sometimes imita­
tron is the sincerest form of flattery, and 
the hon. member's interjection indicates that 
he does not object. if we do follow his 
example, particularly if it is a good one. 
What has been said in reference to this 
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question is simply bunkum. If the hon. 
member for 1\'undah believes in the prin­
ciple of one vote one value, why does he not 
recommend it to the hon. member for 
J\furilla the hon. member for Bm·nett, and 
other n:embers who sit on his side who rcpre. 
sent count-ry constituencies? \Vhy does ho 
not ask them to agree that the bulk of the 
voting power ought to be coneentra!ed. m 
the cities and that the country d1stnct·s 
should be left practic.dl:. witho_ut reprc cn­
tation? That would bo the logrcal outc. 11110 

of the theory of one vote one value in its 
literal sonso: but if it· is the correct way of 
looking at the question, how does it happen 
that provi:,ion is made in the Electoral Drs­
tricts Act passed by the Kidston Gover:n­
mr-nt that such great differences may ex1st 
between the numbers of elect·ors in city and 
country electorates? As a matter of fact, 
,ome of the metropolitan electorates would 
be well represented if they had 110 member 
at all, for the simple reason that they have 
101 different· persons who can represent them. 
They are close to the seat of government ; 
there are local authorities, progress associa­
tiom chambers of commerce. and other 
bodi~s who can put their case without diffi­
culty and withont expense, whePas in the 
country districts the people have only their 
members of Parliament to look to for what 
r0presentations have to be made on their 
behalf to the Government. 

Mr. KELSO: Do you think we could dis­
pense with the hon. member for North Bris· 
bane, then? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I think we could 
dispense wit.h the hon. member for Nundah: 
I do not think anybodv would miss him. 
(Government laughter.) 'After all the expla­
nations which have born m~de and all the 
excuses which have been gi,-en of the fact 
that we find hon. members opposite still on 
the Opposition benches, the real reason is 
that they had not.hing to offer the people of 
tho country comparable with what the 
Government could offer them and have given 
them. As a matter of fact, if the party 
opposite cannot put before the count.ry a 
better policy, and if they cannot offer the 
people a better managed and bdter organ­
is,,d party than they are themselves, they 
deserve to remain in opposition for the rest 
of their lives; and in all probability that is 
where they will remain. 1'he very first 
plank in their platfOi-m was their intention 
to resurrect the dead-and-gone Legislative 
CounciL 

Mr. KERH: Do yon believe in resurrec­
tion? 

Mr WINSTANLEY: I do not believA 
in th~ resurrection of the Legislative Coun­
cil. As a matter of fact, since the Legis­
lative Council was abolished I have not 
heard anybody say that he had any reg·ret 
or that ho was sorry. On the other hand, 
what did the Opposition S"-Y about the 
resnlts which would follow from the aboli­
tion of the Legislative Council. In a 
leaflet which they issued, they said-

" Just consider what could happen if 
the Legislative Council were swept 
away. Then the majority in the Legis­
lative Assembly would be dictators of 
Queensland. They could alter the 
olect·oral laws so as to give votes to a 
select- few in the community, just their 
own friends." 

Mr Winstanley.] 
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\Ve are generally told that the trouble is that 
we have given votes to everybody-votes to 
Yvhich the Opposition sa:· many of them arc 
JHA entitled. No doubt that lonflec had some 
effect on tho rcforondem, becauoe it went to 
oYery elector in the State. They led the 
people to believe that, if the Legislative 
Council were aLo1ished, something vory 
dreadful would happen. They pointed out 
that the (loyornmont in one hour could pass 
through l'itrliament a Bill extending the 
life of Parliament for another three fiye, 
or ton years. Those who wrote that leaflet 
Wt~ro cxprcs8ing their o'''lll views and credit­
in<" somebody else with the things that they 
n ould like to ha vo done. It is a well 
known fact that 110JJ. members opposite 
adyoc •.ted a restriction of the franchise to 
prevent ,.-vha t thuv termed nornads, 
'' scall:,Tw.ags," and lOafers frorn getting a 
\-ot , rrhD~O were the t,C'l'ffiS that were 
applied to tho workers going from place to 
place seeking emplo:; mcnt. The:; claimed 
that those p,·ople should not have a. y·ote 
at all. The circular also pointed out that, 
in addition to extending the life of ·Parlia­
ment for ten years, tho Governn1cnt could 
appoint themselves membeb of the 
A"cmbl0 fm· life. It is also pointed out 
tLat if the LcgislatiYe Council were 
aboli .heel. not ono public .servant ' ould bo 
SUi'e of lli" billet for twenty.four hours. It 
is admitted that the pubiic servants have 
noyc·r fared so vel! a., they have under a 
Labour Govcrnrncnt, and they kno\v it quito 
well. The leaflet also pointed out that, if 
the Lcgis1atlve Council y:cre abolished, 
there might not bo any general elections, 
but there yyould be nothing bchyccn the 
people and I.\V.IV.-isrn. Since then 
I.\V.\V.-isn1 has gono by the board, and 
Bo1-.heYism has taken its place. It was 
also pointed out that, if the referendum 
were· carried, it would be a fatal blow at 
futuro Queenslanders, and it concluded by 
as,king the pcop]c to safeguard the 
eh ildrPn's rights and liberties, and no.t allow 
them to be robbed of a propm Parllament. 
The Labour party has done more to pre­
seryc the rio·hts of the children in QueAns· 
lanr1. than a;';y otlwr party. The Legi· latiYe 
Council could not have done more, no 
matter how long it might have been in 
exi~tenco. 

During the election campaign and during 
this clebrtP hon. members opposite have 
cndcnvoured h convev the idea that they 
were the initiato'rs of practically all the 
beneficent legislation that has bePn passed 
in Qm rnsland. The hon. member for 
Kurilna claimed that the Nationalist Go­
n•rnn1< nt \Ycre responsible for the introduc­
tion of the old .. , go pension. In fact, it has 
fw-~n inferred by hon. members opposite 
that the Labour party had done practically 
nothing. \Yhat the hon. mcmbc · for 
Knrilpa said probably yyas true, but he did 
not tell the whole truth. It was also said 
th ... t reform wouLl ha\"e <~vontuated whether 
the Labour party had been in power or not, 
n .. nd 0vcn if thPY had not been in existence 
llt all. J\'o reform has ever taken place in 
any country at nny time unless it was 
forced. Eternal vigilance is not only the 
pric~ of liberty but also the price of every 
, .. form in the interests of the workers. In 
the ConJmomYealth "Year Book 1908·9," 
the positi= with regard to old·age pensions 
is made quite clear. It points out that pen­
sions were first paid in New Zealand on 1st 

f11r. Winstanley. 

April, l8~J. The fiut SI >1t.c of th _ Com­
nwnv,, c-alth to n1ako pro,+~icn for old-age 
rt'llsions \Vas "Victoria. in which Sia.te 
lco:islation ou the snbjoct came up for dis­
en~sion on 18th J annarv. 1901. an cl in 
\.ugu~t of the sanw vear tt <a me into force. 
In 0uLtmsland earl·.)~ in 1908 an Old Age 
Pen· !On:'l Hill 1va, pasjcrl and becan1e pay­
able on ht .July of that YP<Ll'.' 1'ho final 
enaei nwnt IYith rc;-;:1E~rt to ol '1-agc~ pl'nsion 
t_hroughout Australia was pas~ ~,rl by the 
( \HanlOll\Yca:th GoYcrrnnent ·~11 1908. and 
pa,~ ment ronll11Cl1Cl'c-l on l::- 1 J-uly. 1009. Old-
age pensions \Ye re cd in i:hi~ l-_i ousc 
during the fi1 :t I sat here. That 
measure 1,:vas passed by I(id~ton }li~tistry 
with the coupport of the Labour party, and 
Gut for 1 he Labour part~· ~npyF:Jrt1ng the 
~finistrv thcv conlcl not ha VC' pap,;cJ. any­
t-hing. 'The ·peopln who "\YC'l'f' i11 OlJl1o:::i_tion 
then arc in oppo:-;ition at the p:·0~ent tune, 
and haLl practir;_:llv nothing \';hate/er to 
do with tho ·.pa.'·tg·'e of tlw Bill. ~\t that 
time the Lalwur part,\~ had entered lni:o. a 
r'Oalitior v:ith the I(icbton-}lorgan A_dn1llliS­

tration. and it "\VJS only by that n1eaus the"\ 
here able to car.ry 011. I-t on. n!clnbcr:;; 
op]1tl'itr. thcrcfor~. harl nothing \YhateYel' 
to do -with old-age pt n~ion~, or an:- of .the 
other lcgi:5lation pa~ J c1 cllning that se--;sion, 
or t.hc lli'CYious session. 

I want to say a word or two in reference 
to the country in which we. live. Anyone 
"ho listened to tho funeral dnge of the hon. 
member for Oa.rnarvon would not be very 
much impressed with the potentialities of 
this countr". He certainly would not be 
pn!parcd to ru~h to the \Y c:-~t. ot' an,;whPre 
dsc in Qucci:sLu1U, and settle upon the land. 
1t 11oc-~ ~een1 rcrnarkable that hon. n1e1nbers, 
in Jhoir enrlcaYom·s to belittle the Govern­
rucnt and cliscrrdit th-;Ll, do not hcsi~ate to 
,, oop to cliscr,:<l;t their conntr<·. I hstonerl 
with int<:re-,t to the hon. member for ToowOJ;>g 
when he spoke the week before l~s~ anC! ells­
' ns·.ed the statement made by a d1stmgmshed 
Yisitor who was in this country last year. It 
it rather a remarkable thmg that, when any­
bodv does come to Queensland and does say 
anything favourable about the country, .we 
cannot get the credit for it. The quotatwn 
fron1 the '' Courier " cited by the hon. 
member did not support his remarks, becau~e 
he said that the statement by Dr. Matt d1d 
not apply to Queensland but to .the whole 
Commonwealth. I am not dependmg on the 
" Courier " or on the hon. member for Too­
wong for \Y,hat ''as said, but I am depending 
on myself, for the simple reason that I was 
at the civic reception and heard what Dr. 
Mott had to sa.y. What he said could not 
]Jossibly appl.) to the ~om1~1onwealth, 
became he had only just al'l'lVCd m Queens­
hllll at the time. He had jmt come from 
tho Eft' t. and tho substance of what 
he sftid was that Queensland was the gate­
way from t.he East. He said that what was 
making the people look to Australia and to 
Queensland in particular was that we were 
trying some experimental legislation which 
was of great interest to other countries. He 
said we were trying to populate the tropics 
with a white race. That could not apply to 
any State but Queensland. He further 
pointed out that apparently we were succeed­
ing in that direction. Dr. Matt said that he 
belieYed in a White Australia, and that it 
was complimentary to Queensland that we 
should be succeeding in that direction. He 
also pointed out that the Government were 
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interectcd in humane legislation, and that 
the", had succeeded in providing an object 
le~son to the whole of the wide world. He 
intimated that the whole world was interested 
in and watching us very carefully, and that 
they were particularly interested in our 
methods of education. He commented very 
favourabl;, on the attention we have given 
not only to primary and secondary education 
but the way we have made it possible for 
the poor man's c.hild to get through those 
stages of educu.tion to the lJ ~1ivc1sit·y. Yet 
V\e have the hon. member for Toowong, who 
posH as a super-patriot, working himself 
into a pertect frenr.y and trying to prove 
that our distinguished visitor did not say 
anything of the sort. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I said the gentleman was 
being misrepresented. 

The SPEAKER : Order l 

Mr. 1\T'\STANLEY: This distinguished 
,-i,itor J id something to the credit and 
honour of (,lueensland, and the hon. member 
tried to make 1t appear that nothin~ of the 
kind had been said. Thoro is n~ doubt 
about the nuthenticit.- of that speech. Dr. 
i.lott had been to this State ten years ago, 
and ;vas abl<• 1o gauge the progress that 
had been mado during the interval. \Ve 
should alwa ,-s be' [lrepa1·ed to hear crit;ci'm, 
c,nd the lwn. member should bo prepared 
to li' ten (o these good things ;vhich were 
said al out our country. 

There i;:; ono paragra]lh in tho Licuto1Jant­
Go\crnor's S!H)('Ch vdl1f'h rnrf'l"~l~ ,,1,.-_n-:- .,I] 

- -~-~~ ...,, £..__._ .L-'-•-Y v 1Hll1U1J, ~:tuu Luat 1s tno rotor-
ollce to the intention of the Commonwealth 
Go;·ernment to discontinue the capitation 
gra~lis no'' 1nade to the St).tes. 

Tlr. Earlc Page, when dcalin~ with this 
quec.tion in the .b'ederal Purliam~nt, said:-

" The principle underlying the pro­
posals IS that as far as possible the 
authoritv ·,·hich expends money shall 
bave the re ponsibility of raicing it. 

. . . In the field of direct ta--cation 
being vacated the Commonwealth has 
been collecting s_ums of money in excess 
of the cap1tatwn payments actually 
rnadc." 

It is undoubted that matters of taxation 
var:c, and vary yery considernblv. Earl 
Chatham, many yecrs ago, said that you 
could tax the shirb off a. man's back by 
Indn~~ct taxation: and not a \''Ord be said, 
but, 1f you taxed that man direct! v there 
would be an immediate outcry. 'ft does 
seem to me that an attempt is now being 
made practically to cripple the States from 

a financial point of view so that 
[5 p.m.] theY will hftve to concede things 

to the Federal Government that 
otherwise the;,· would never think of con­
ceding. The Federal Government propose to 
w1thdn, w the entertainments tax, land tax, 
<)state duty, and 40 per cont. of the income 
tax. hut all these taxes 'rill have to be added 
on to the taxes that are ah·ead,- lm·ied on the 
people. \Yhile they are relieved of Federal 
-l~r:ct taxes they certainly are not relieved 
ot 1ndu·rct Federal taxation. ,, hi eh amounts 
to £27,000,000 r, :car. That taxation is 
Imposed on the people who arc least able 
to boar it, yet that taxation is not accom­
pli. hing the purpose for whi-"h it was 
1mposod, for every year it is increasing. 
It means that the State will have to impose 

t~l_Xl' '· 
going 

double taxation, because in all 
of taxation, with the exception 

( .11crtain1nerns tax. \VC alr:'ady in1posc 
Corun1on1vcalth Government are 

even~ State GoYcrnment :in 
c: tainh· will bo very 

very incorr; CJ1ient for them. 

En:rybody know· that at the present tirno 
the )Ja~tornli~t3 arc haxing a pretty bad 
hrno, , nd, -\vhen a qu<"stion was asked quite 
recently as 10 l:,.hat. ·was going to be done in 
C:OlllL ctioJl v, ith thl·i r rents, the t:Sccrctal'Y for 
.Pu1dic Lands said that ev0ry individual 
case ,,'Ottld be dealt >.\i~h on its rnerits. That 
i~ all ri<;:ht so far :'S it goc. ,) hut while it 
1night Le unfair to the GoYernnH..:nt to rcass~->ss 
l'l'nt::; at 1 he prv.:cnt tiruc during drought 
c ''LJitions '"' hc•u ~:o11w of these pastoralists 
llaYc no inconrc and other2. have difficalty in 
k{ "'ping their stock aliYc, it scorns unfair to 
lot'.-' SOJ'lO uf them with their rent~ as they 
cxi_l the pr,__3cnt tin1e. Althon~h it might 
LH~ po: ro deal \Yith P1l'h application on 
it~ nwri ts and l~Ca l with it fajrly, qui to a. 
llllliJlJcr of the pa~tontlists have a fairly 
c,tl'o:;g clain1 for co11sideration considei~ing 
tLe difilcultir~ the? are sufieri11g at the 

tiuw. l nn1 quite sure, from vvhat 
of the GoYcrmuellt, that they will do 

£air thing. 
Ill rega re! to rolling-stock, after all has 

bc''ll said th?.t ea n be said about the railway 
J olli11~-stock, nnd l)HI'tirularly in connection 
\\ ith the l\ orth Coo st Hail way, there is no 
doubt that l!{) railway expert or anybody 
,.],c in QtH'Cil'hllld had the slightest con-
n,.,+;__..., ,.,f +1.-,. . .-.. . .-,1-.,--,,-,-t'> +1--.~<· ro"11 T .~l-

wrwn tne .. -note ot tl1at :\orth Coast Railway 
was opr'tlt'd. Quite a number of us thought 
lt \Yonld !Lake a ,,-undorful difference, but 
l:obod,, had the slightest idea that from its 
\"(·l"v inccpt.io11 the traffic ~~vould bo as groat 
a•: it has been. Just imagine a thousand 
wiles of raiiway all connected up as ono line 

,here JH'Cviou,ly thNc had been half a dozen 
sc·rwratP line~.· \Ye n1ust re1ncrnbcr that 
during the pn'.:;;cut seat-on hundreds of thou~ 
sands d sheep haye h:td to be transferred 
fron1 one place to another over great dis­
t.n!L.:c-s, and, j£ Oll(:> train is dela~·cd, it n1eans 
the delay of perhaps }mlf a dozen more 
trains: hence congcc:.tion has taken place and 
::-;r·ed. difficulties ha.-o occurred. 

I was in(crcstcd in the ; dvocac;,· by the 
horL member for J\far:·borough of decen­
tralisation in connection with ra,ilway work­
chops and the establishment of a workshop 
at :11aryborough. In addition to that, I 
ccrtainlv think that Charters Towers has a 
very strong claim for considerat-ion, and that 
a \Yorkshop should be erected there which 
;vould do something to help in repair and 
construction of rolling-stock required on the 
grc 1t length of line on the Northern Raih' .' . 
There are scores of men there who at the 
present time are dcpendiJJg to a large extent 
on rail11 ay contracts Ior sleeper logs and 
other rail•,'.'ay timber. While it may be 
necessary in so1n0 instarces to rconoilliso I 
hope there will not be fals8 economy. I h~pe 
the Go, ernmcnt will see that the rolling-stock 
is not only increased, but that the road is 
kep( in good ordc,r, and that the-e men are 
continued in their work. 

I admit that it is the dut,y and privilege 
oi an Opposition to criticise-and no mattel!' 
what the Go.-ernment did or did not do, it 
conld not escape criticism--but, after all, a 
nwre broa.cl g-eneralisation does not. count 
for much. We haYe asked hon. members 

illr lVinstanle?!.] 
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opposite for concrete examples of wrong­
doing on the part of the GovenmlCilt, but 
they have not beAn forthcoming. Hon. mem­
bers opposite have made statements without 
bringing forward an0 thillg to back them up. 
Everybody knows t.he Govl'rument have a 
difficult task in front of them, and I am 
quite confident they will be equal to tne 
task. The humane logislntion of the Govern­
ment ha, been ,,neorod and scoffed at by 
members of the Opposition. I heard one 
promiw nt official say that he had read 
through the Speech from beginning to end 
and could LOt find one solitary sentence 
in regard to health. The Government 
haY~ looked aftor the health of the people, 
and done more for the wellbeing of the 
w •men and children in the State than 
\Vas f'Ycr done i11 times gono by; and 
nobody can question the fact that they 
have to a large extent succeeded in earn-ing 
out their ideals. Although there may be 
hard times ahead, I am quite satisfied that 
the Government ''·ill do the fair and reason­
ablA thing by all sections of t.he people, and 
that so long as they pur3ue that course thev 
will remain in power. " 

l1Jr. KIJ'\G (Logan): I beg to move the 
ttdjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at. 5.10 p.m. 

Question'. 




