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TUESDAY, 3 AUGUST, 1926. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, .t1arcc) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS S'WORN. 

Hon. J. Stopford and Messrs. A. C. 
Elphinstone and J. C. Peterson, having taken 
the oath and subscribed the roll, took their 
oP~ts as members for the electoral districts 
of ?.Iount J\Iorgan, Oxley, and Normanby, 
respectively. 

QUESTIO:'\S. 

ACCTDEXTS ON QuEENSLAND RAILWAYS. 

Mr. MORGAN (31urilla) asked the Secre­
tary for R.aihva,ys-

" 1. \Vhat number of accidents or 
michaps hccve occurred on the Queensland 
State raihva'.·s during the years ended 
30th June. 1925 and 1926, respectively? 

"2. y;·hat was 'the total cost of the 
damage resulting from such accidents or 
mishaps to rolling-stook, locomotives, and 
permanent way? 

" 3. What was the total loss of life 
re suiting from such accidents? 

" 4. What number of persons were 
injured: 

" 5. 'Vhat amount of compensation was 
paid on account of loss of life or 
injury?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppel) replied-

" 1 to 5. The information is being 
collated." 

TENDERS FOR STEHI HOPPER BARGES. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the 
TrL\asurcr-

" 1. Has the Government 
ealled tenders for two steam 
barges? 

" 2. I£ so, when? 

recently 
hopper 

" 3. How many tenderers submitted 
estimates? 

(a) Their names and country? 
(b) The amount of each estimate? 

" 4. Was any tender accepted? 
" 5. If so, whose?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. Vi'. MoCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Date of receipt of tenders, 31st 

March, 1926. 
" 3. Eighteen. I lay on the table a 

list containing the desired particulars-

LIST OF TENDERS RECEIVED ON THE 31ST MARCH, 1926, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO BARGES FOR 
THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMEN~'. 

Name. 

N. N. Scheepsbouwwerf en Machinefabriek" De Klop" 
Burntisland Shipbuilding Company, Limited .. 

Amount. / Country. 
--~~--~-------~ 

Holland 
Scotland (informal) 

ditto Fleming and Ferguson, Limited 
Ferguson Brothers, Limited . . . . . . . . . . 
Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth, and Company, Limited 
N. V. Internationale Scheepshouwij " De Maas" 

£ 
51,960 
55,500 
57,000 
58,000 
58,075 
60,100 
60,890 
62,800 
62,800 
63,800 
64,000 
68,950 
73,000 
74,220 
76,800 
93,000 

ditto 
England 

Henry Robb, Limited 
Lobnitz and Company . . . . 
Bow, McLachlan, and Company, Limited 
I. J. Abdela and Mitchcll, Limited .. 
Grangemouth Dockyard Company, Limited 
J. S. White and Company, Limited 
William Simons and Company, Limited 
Verschure and Company 
Werf Gusto .. 
Poole and Steel, Limited 

Marts Dock and Engineering Company, Limited 
Government Dockyard 

"4. Yes. 
'' 5. l\1e ... "·s. Ferguson Brothers. 

Limited. Xewark Works, Port Glasgow, 
Scotland." 

TEXDERS FOR RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 

Mr. MAXIVELL (1'oowong) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Has the Railway Department 
recently called tenders for the construc­
tion of twenty-five locomotives? 

" 2. If so, when? 
"3. How many tenderers submitted 

estimates? 
(a) Their names and country? 
(1,) The amount of each estimate? 

" 4. \Vas any tender accepted? 
" 5. If so, whose?" 

(approx.) 
119,000 
134,800 

Holland (informal) 
Scotland 

ditto 
ditto 

England 
ditto 
ditto 

Scotland 
Holland 

ditto 
Adelaide, S.A. 

Sydney, N.S.W. 
Newcastle, N.S.\Y. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K epp, l) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. In June last. 
"3. Fourteen. (a) and (b)-This infor­

mation can be obtained at the office of 
the Commissioner for Railways. 

"4. Yes. 
" 5. Sir W. G. Armstrong, vVhitworth 

and Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England." 

ELECTRIFICATION OF METROPOLITAN TRAIN 
SERVICE. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" Before any definite action is taken 
to expend money on costly resumptions 
in increasing the metropolitan train 
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service, will he cause a. more compre­
hensive and independent investigation to 
be made into the question of electrifica­
tion of such services?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon . .J. Larcombe, I( eppel) replied-

" The question of electrifying the 
Brisbane suburban railway service has 
been considered, but the cost of altering 
the service from steam to electricity 
would involve such a large capital cost 
as to make it prohibitive at the present 
time." 

BOOKMAKERS, BETTIXG TAX, AND TOTALISATOR 
TAX. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) a.sked the Attorney­
General-

" 1. What is the total number of book­
makers in Queensland, as disclosed by the 
purchase of betting tickets, taking a 
period of twelve months to 30th .June, 
1926? 

"2. \Vhat is the average betting tax for 
the said period paid per bookmaker in 
Queensland? Also, the minimum and 
maximum amount of any one book­
make,~·? 

" 3. vV,hat is the total amount that has 
passed through the totalisators during 
twelve months to .June, 1926? 

" 4. \Yhat was the amount of totali­
sator tax for the period? 

"5. vVhat is the total deduction made 
from totalisa.tor investments? 

'· 6. How is this allocated? 
" 7. What is the amount of the fractions 

retained by the Government during the 
tweh-e months ended 30th .June, 1926? 

"8. vVhat is the amount of unclaimed 
dividends during the same period? 

"9. How many regulations have been 
gazetted for the control of totali,ators ?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. .J. 
Mullan, Flinders) replied-

" 1. T.otal number of bookmakers-550. 
" 2. Avera.ge betting tax paid per 

bookmaker-£48. (This does not in­
clude license fees.) Minimum and maxi­
mum amount of any one bookmaker:­
Owing to the fact. that the Stamp Duties 
Branch Offices at Rockhampton and 
Townsville. and every clerk of petty 
ses,ions olfice in Queensland sells betting 
tickets to bookmakers, it is not possible 
to state accurately the minimum or 
maximum purcha.sed by any one book­
maker. From the 1st .July last a record 
is being kept by the Stamp Duties Office, 
by means of a card system for each 
bookmaker, which it is hoped will be 
the means of furnishing the information 
de0irod accurately. 

" 3. £1,025,680. 
" 4. £51,284. 
" 5. 13~ per cent. within 20 miles from 

General Post Office, Brisbane; 15 per 
cent. elsew,here in the State. 

" 6. 5 per cent. to Government; balance 
to racing clubs in ca.ch instance. 

"7. £17,660, 
"8. £1,781. 
"9. 24." 

INvESTIGATION INTO CAcSES OF OcTBREAKS OF 
INFLUENZA. 

:Mr. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the Home 
Secretarv-

" l. Has any investigation been made 
by the health authorities as to the cause 

of the continued outbreaks of influenza? 
If so, with what result? 

" 2. Hov, many deaths have occurred 
during the last two years, known to be 
fronr such cause?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. .J. 
Stopford, lii o un t lii organ) replied-

" 1. ~o investigations have been made 
in Queensland as research laboratories 
all over the world have failed to find the 
exact organism causing the disease. 

" 2. Deaths recorded by the Registrar­
General, Queensland :-1924 : Males, 61; 
females, 35-total, 96. 1925 : Males, 45; 
females, 37-total, 82." 

Co:YIPLETrox OF J\iiANY I'EAKs-:YloNTO AND 
li:IDSVOLD-~lO:o!TO RAILWAYS. 

1\Ir. CORSEE (Burnett) acked the Secre· 
tary for Railways-

" 1. As th0 slow rate of construction of 
Upper Burnctt railways is causing hard­
ship and unnec' ssary expense to settlers 
in that are~, will he make ample provi­
sion in the year's appropriation for tho 
early completion of the Man:v Peaks­
Menta Railway. and also the Eidsvold­
l\Ionto Hailwa)·? 

" 2. As some relief will bo occasioned 
by the opening for traffic of sections as 
completed, will he intimate when the 
sections will be opened for the convey­
ance of goods and produce? 

(a) From Ceratodus to Abercorn? 
(b) From Many Peaks to Dawes 

Range?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon . .J. L:ncombe, I1 eppel) replied-

" 1. Good progress has been made in 
tlw construction of the Upper Bur nett 
railways. The section from l\1undubbera 
to Monto has been opened to Ceratodus 
(31 miles 14 chains), and it is proposed to 
open to Mulgcldie (57,\- miles) in March 
next. The line from Hannes to 11onto 
has boon opened to Thangool (42 miles 
49 ohains). and it is proposed to open a 
section of the :\Ianv Pcaks-Monto line to 
Dawos Range (abo;;t 15 miles) during the 
curl'f!nt month. 

"2. (a) Produce and goods are being 
carried by the resi-dent engineer's ballast 
train to Abercorn until the line is opened 
to l\Iulgcldi<; in 'larch next. (b) Some 
time this month." 

IxCREASE IN RAILWAY FARES AliD FREIGH'rS. 

}Ir. DEACOX (Cunningham), for Mr. 
Edwards (Xananyo), asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" In view of-(a) the fact that the 
excessive fares and freights on the 
Queensland Railways are already at a 
dangerous and uneconomic level, as 
evidenced by the successful competition 
of motor transport in the carriage of 
both pas,;engers and goods; and (b) the 
fact that the proposed further increase 
of 10 per cent. will impose a heavy 
burden on primary producers who, in 
many cases, are quite unable to with­
stand any further imposition; a.nd (c) his 
repeated promises during the recent elec­
tion campaign that fares and freights 
would not be raised if the Labour Go­
vernment were returned to power-will 
lw take action to cancel or, at least 
lessen, the increases now proposed?" 



Questions. [3 AUGUST.] Questions. 33 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" The propositions stated in paragraphs 
(a) and (b), as well as being misleading, 
contain self-contradictory assertions of 
assumed facts. The statement contained 
in paragraph (c) is entirely incorrect, for 
neither in my policy speech nor elsewhere 
did I make any such promise." 

Cos•r OF ADDITION TO TREASURY BUILDING. 

Mr. ::UAXWELL (Toowony) asked the 
Secretary for Public ·works-

" 1. ·what has been the cost to date of 
the addition to the Treasury block? 

" 2. 'What is the estimated cost? 
" 3. When does he anticipate it will be 

ready for occupation?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
{Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied­

" 1. £117,113 13s. 9d. 
" 2. £230,000. 
" 3. The basement and first floors a·re 

occupied, and it is anticipated that the 
remaining floors will be ready for occupa­
tion at the end of 1926." 

COST OF MINISTERIAL TRIP TO STATE CATTLE 
STATIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the 
Minister in Charge of State Enterprises-

" 1. \Vhat was the cost of his recent 
trip to the North in connection with 
State stations business? 

" 2. \Vhat members accompanied him 
on this trip, and were their expenses paid 
out of public funds?" 

HoN. D. A. GLEDSON (Ipswich) replied­
" 1. This info-rmation will be obtained 

for submission to the House in the usual 
way. 

" 2. The members for Merthyr, 
Bulimba, and Buranda. The usual pro­
cedure in regard to expenses was fol­
lowed." 

CATTLE ON NORTHERN STATE STATIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN (lJfurilla) asked the Minister 
in Charge of State Enterprises-

" Is it a fact that the number of cattle 
on the Northern stations are considerably 
overestimated?" 

HoN. D. A. GLEDSON (Ipswich) replied-
" I was unable during my recent visit 

to the Northern stations to complete a 
full muster to determine the number of 
cattle on the stations." 

APPLICATIONS UNDER WORKERS' DWELLINGS 
ACT AND WORKERS' HOMES ACT. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum) asked 
the Secretary for Public Works-

" 1. How many applications were made 
durmg the year 1925-1926 for workers' 
dwellings? 

" 2. How many of the applications 
were approved? 

" 3. What was the estimated cost of the 
homes approved? 

" 4. How many applications for 
workers' dwellings were refused? 

".5. How many applications were made 
durmg the year 1925-1926 for residences 
under the Workers' Homes Act? 

1926-D 

"6. How many applications made 
under the \Vorkers' Homes Act were 
approved? 

" 7. What was the estimated cost of 
the homes approved under the Workers' 
Homes Act?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" 1. 1,140. 
" 2. Applications totalling 1,209 were 

approved, including 209 which were in 
various stages of progress at 30th June, 
1925. 

" 3. £684,294. 
"4. Eight. 
,, 5. 512. 
"6. Applications totalling 460 were 

approved, including 65 which were in 
various stages of progress at 30th June, 
1925. 

"7. £242,420." 

COST OF CONSTRUCTION OF STATE SCHOOLS. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay) asked the Sec­
retary for Public Works-

" 1. \Vhat was the cost of the construc­
tion of the following schools: -Bell's 
Bridge, Kia Ora, :Munna Creek? 

" 2. What are the dimensions of the 
schools mentioned? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" 1. Bell's Bridge, £649 6s. 3d.; Kia 
Ora, £642 5s. lld.; Munna Creek (to 
date), £609 15s. 1d. 

" 2. 21 feet by 18 feet in each case." 

ORE SUPPLIED TO CHILLAGOE SMELTERS BY 
MUNGANA MINES. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubiyny) asked the Secre­
tary for Mines-

" What quantity of ore was supplied to 
the Chillagoe smelters by the Mungana 
mines (Girofla and Lady Jane) during 
the twelve months ended 30th June, 
1926? , 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington) replied-

" Girofla, 12,387 tons; Lady Jane, 
4,256 tons; total, 16,643 tons." 

SALARY AND TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES 
OF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubiyny) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" What is the present rate of remunera­
tion-(a) salary and allowances, exclu­
sive of travelling allowances; and (b) 
travelling allowances of the Lieutenant­
Governor?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCORMACK, 
Cairns) replied-

" (a) £2,000 per annum; (b) actual 
expenses." 

RESCISSION OF ORDER FOR PRINTING OF PAPERS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. :McCormack, 
Cairns): I beg to move-

" That the Order for printing made on 
28th July, of the following Papers­

Order in Council under the Inspec· 
tion of Machinery Acts, 1915-1925; 

Orders in Council, Regulations, and 
Rules of Court under the Industrial 
Arbitration Acts, 1916-1!'325; 
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Order<> in Council under the Elec­
trical Workers Act of 1923; 

Orders in Council and Regulations 
under the Weights and Measures Act 
of 1924; 

Amended Regulation under the Fac­
tories and Shops Acts, 1900-1922; 

Additional Regulations under the 
Workers' Homes Acts, 1919 to 1925; 

Regulation under the Apprenticeship 
Act of 1924; 

Regulations and Rules under the 
Unemployed Workers Insurance Act of 
1922 

-be rescinded." 
Question put and passed. 

TRA YELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS. 
Mr. MORGAN (.liurilla): I beg to move-

" Tha.t there be laid upon the Table 
of the House a return ohowing the 
amount expended by each Minister and 
Assistant Minister in travelling expenses 
during the financial year ended 30th 
June, 1926." 

Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTIOX OF DEBATE-FIRST ALLOTTED DAY. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), who was received 
with Opposition cheers, said : I must first 
congratulate the mover and seconder on 
their utterances, not necessarily on those 
things they wished to imply, but upon 
possessing the necessary qualifications of a. 
good Labour member in that they a.re fluent. 
(Opposition laughter.) I trust that, if their 
term here is going to be a long one, their 
political outlook will be broadened in the 
interests of the State. 

Now that I am in the humour to extend 
.congratulations, I might possibly extend mY 
congratulations to the Government on estab­
lishing a couple of records. \Ve find that 
they have secured a. record revenue from the 
people, ·a.nd notwithstanding thaJ.t record 
extraction by means of taxation, they have 
established a record deficit. The Government 
have also established, in connection with the 
railways, a record not only for the State but 
for Australia. They have secured from the 
people by wa.y of rates and fares a. record 
revenue for the railways during the year, 
while during the same period they have also 
established a record deficit on our railways. 
Although the members of the Government 
party did not like the expression, our rail­
ways ha.ve been known as " the Gone a 
Million Railways" ; but they are now gone 
nearly two millions to the bad. Probably 
before very long it will be proved that the 
railways during the period when this wonder­
ful revenue was extracted from the people 
have lost no less than £1,900,000. 

During the recent election campaign the 
Government made wonderful promises to 
the people, but it cannot be said that the 
Speech of the Lieutenant-Governor revealed 
any policy calculated to fulfil those l?romises. 
It is really a contradiction of the thrngs that 
were promised oy the Government, and is 
proof that the action of the Government 
during the election was really that of a 
conjuror-they promised something, but after 
the election those promises are not to be 
fulfilled, and we heard the Premier in reply­
ing to a question to-day cla.im that he did 
not make certain promises during the elec­
tion campaign. 

[Mr. Corser. 

The Speech of the Lieutenant-Governor 
omits any reference whatever to State enter­
prises, and is a contrast to the Speeches of 
previous years. I must make some reference­
to statements that have been made in the 
past, but before doing so I would like to· 
contrast the Speech with statem0cts made 
hv the Premier, the members sitti,,g on the 
Government benches, and their associates dur­
ing the recent election. T·hey will prove that, 
compared with t1heir statements then, the­
Speech and their actions now are undeniable 
e,-idencc of poliLcal sleight of hand work. 
During the elections the people were told 
by them that, if the Opposition were re­
tnrned as a Government, the Chillagoe mine& 
and smelters would be closed down. Those 
statements were deliberately made, and we 
find that immediatelv the Governme,,t are 
returned to office, after securing the votes 
of those gullible people who supported them 
in the past, and who will support them in 
the future until our educational svstem is 
sufficiently advanced to enable the~ to see 
that they are being taken down and that 
it is not in the interests of themselves or 
the people at large to continue voting 
as they have done, that they did the 
very thing that they stated the Opposition 
would do. Not only did they gull t,he people 
in that regard, but they told them that if the 
Opposition were returned the contributions 
from the Agricultural Council would be 
wiped out. Ko sooner did the Labour party 
secure the votes of the gullible amongst 
the primary producers than they pushed 
aside the Act, and denied to those people the 
advance which t,he Act declares is theirs­
doing the very thing that they claimed the 
Opposition would do if returned. Hon. 
members opposite and the Prcmin also told 
the people-despite the denial of the 
Premier to the hon. member for Nanango­
that they would not increase railway freights 
and fares. The Premier states that he did 
not make such a statement. and possibly it 
is another of his conjuring tricks: but it 
certainly was implied that freights and 
fares would not be increased. According to· 
the " Daily Standard" of 5th May, 1926. the 
Premier, speaking at the Astor Theatre, New 
Farm, said-

" There are only two ways in which 
the railways can be made to pay. First 
by increasing fa.res and freights, or 
second by reducing the wages or increas­
ing the hours of employees. The 
Labour Government is opposed to in­
creasing charges. \Ve have adopted the 
policy of making the wealthy income tax 
payers-most of them living in the city 
m luxurv-bear the burden of the rail­
way defi'Cit." 

Is that not implving that the Railway 
Department would not increase freights and 
fares? 

Mr. HYNES: To the extent of wiping off 
the whole of the deficit. 

Mr. CORSER: It only provre that the 
Government had established a feat in gerry­
mandering, in gulling the people, and in 
putting over acts of sleight of hand. The 
people saw those things at election tim·e, and 
now they do not see them at all. They also 
told the people that if the Opposition were 
returned-and they would not allow us the 
right to speak for ourselves-they had to 
speak for themselves and for us-t.he workers 
would be denied work, which would be sent 
to contractors on the other side of the world. 
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No sooner were the Labour party returned 
than they arranged for twenty-five railway 
engines to be built in Great Britain, and 
engineering works here will be denioo that 
work! That is just the opposite of what 
they claimed. They gulled the people into 
believing statements made by Labour aspir­
ants in their own interests at election time, 
to the detriment of the Opposition-state­
ments which were not true. It is now shown 
that the confidence placed in the Govern­
ment was misplaced, that once again the 
people had their legs pulled; and it is cer­
tl1in that the same thing will occur again, 
and that the Labour party will promise the 
people anything to get back to office. The 
old story that wages would be reduced if the 
Opposition were returned to power was again 
brought up, and that the Opposition were 
against unionism. Myself and other members 
of the Opposition support unionism. We 
want to increase the benefits gained by the 
workers under unionism, and let me remind 
hon. members opposite that it is owing to a 
Government other than Labour that unionism 
first came into existence in Australia; and 
a Government other than Labour gave to 
the workers in Queensland a piece of free­
hold land in this city of Brisbane for the 
building of a Trades Hall; and the present 
Government, as showing the value of free­
hold, gave to them another piece of freehold 
land-the only people who could get freehold 
-for another Trades Hall. The generous 
gift by a previous Government of the free­
hold of a piece of land could not be exceeded 
by the present Government, who could only 
do the same and grant the workers another 
piece of freehold land. The success of the 
Government at the last elections was due to 
the unfortunate using of industrial organisa­
tions for political purposes. That is the 
trouble that exists in Queensland to-day and 
that is the unfortunate position that too 
many of our industrial leaders are allowing 
themselves to be forced into. I say emphatic­
ally that we on this side believe in unionism. 
We believe in assisting the unions and we 
want the workers to secure furthe~ benefits 
from unionism in the interests of the workers 
themselves. The Labour Socialists to-day 
are exploiting-.. the industrial organisations 
for party pohtrcal purposes. That is the 
unfortunate position we have got into, and 
we must 1'\'et out of it, not in the interests of 
any political party but in the interests of the 
workers themselves. 

The most successful unions in the world 
to-day are those in America, and the policy 
of the Opposition, which is to give to the 
workers greater control of their industry, has 
been prov<'d in America to be the soundest 
pol!cy. .There we .find the workers, through 
therr ~mons, securmg shares in the railroads 
on whrch they work and establishing labour 
banks that have the respect and support of 
the commercial banking interests in the 
United States of America, so that the worker 
!s receiving his ful~ wage, and also, by pay­
mg careful a ttentwn to his duties and to 
the !nterests of his cou;:ttry, he is not only 
earnmg a revenue for hrs State but is earn­
ing an incr0ased profit in th~ interests of 
himself and his family. 

The dividends from the companies in which 
these Labour banks have placed their funds 
are increasing. but the Queensland Labour 
Government fears that if the worker 
through his ':Inion,. se.cures assistance by thes~ 
means he wrll. hke the Labour politicians, 
too soon become a capi~a!ist. That is the 

reason why the Labour party despises the 
capitalist. We on our side wish to secure· 
the fullest return to the workers, and we 
truet that through their organisations they 
will take an interest in industry, place their 
funds in industry, and assist tD build up that 
industry throughout the State. 

Compare the actions of men in this country 
with the actions of the leaders of Labour in 
other parts of the world. 

H we compare the statements of our friends 
opposite with those of the late Mr. Samuel 
Gompers in the United States, we shall find 

that there is a great difference 
[11 a.m.] between their views, while on 

the other hand there is a simi­
larity between the ideals of that great 
Labour leader and those of members of the 
Opposition. This is an extract from a speech 
of Mr. Gompors, in which he annihilated the 
arguments of the Socialists after they had 
been . for two or three days airing their 
theones. I want to apply thA statements of 
Mr. Gompers to hon. members opposite, wh<> 
claim to represent Labour here. He said-

" I want to tell you Socialists that I 
have studied your p.hilosophy; read your 
works on economics, and not the meanest 
of them; studied your standard works, 
both in English and German-have not 
only read but studied them. I have 
heard your orators and watched the work 
of your movement the world over. I 
have kept close watch upon your doc­
trines for thirty years; have been closely 
associated with many of you and know 
how you think and what you propose. I 
know, too, what you have up your sleeve. 
A.nd I want to say that I am entirely .at 
variance with your philosophy. I declare 
it to you, I am not only at variance with 
your doctrines, but with your philosophy. 
Economically you are unsound; socially 
you are wrong; industrially you are an. 
impossibility." 

That might be said of the Labour party 
here also. The Premier states that he did 
not make promises at the last election to the 
people that there would not be an increase 
of railway fares. 

We find also in "The Producer" dated 
21st April, 1926, an awful illustration of the 
GoYernment's leg-pulling tactics during the 
election. The hon. member for Brisbane 
may laugh. Unfortunately the Government 
have this time gulled the majority of the 
electorates of the State. Here we have an 
undeniable exhibition of what the Govern­
ment will do. Here in their own paper, 
sent to every home in Queensland, we have 
a full-page advertisement, headed 

"Toii,ERS, BEWARE OF THE ToRY PLoT To 
lNCRJMSE RAILWAY FREIGHTS!" 

set out in big letters; and in the same 
article they claim that-

" The Tories are constantly harping on 
the railway losses. They sav that if the 
Tory party is returned to office they will 
make the railways pay by increasing 
fares and freights." 

We further have this illustration-
" It would be little short of criminal 

to thrust the whole burden of the cost of 
the rail ways on country residents. That 
is what increased freights would amount 
to. Why should not the wealthy tax­
payers who live in the cities contribute 
towards the upkeep of our railways? 

Mr. Oorse1'.] 
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The Labour policy of keeping down 
freight rates is demonstrated by the 
following table"-

which is a conglomeration of untruths that 
nobody can understand. Here is their own 
political paper asking and appealing for the 
votes of the unfortunate primary producers 
who had not the opportunity of hearing a 
member of the Opposition-

" Don't let the Tories reduce the taxa­
tion of the wealthy city merchants and 
private eo-operations and make up the 
reyenue by increasing railway freights. 
That is what they will do if they get 
into office." 

The Government ought to resign and go 
back to the country and admit their failure 
and acknowledge that they have deceived the 
people. This is deceiving the people. Who 
signed thio? Their own " Campaign 
Secretary''-

"Authorised by Lewis McDonald, 236-
238 Elizabeth street, Brisbane." 

As I said, the statements in the Lieutenant­
Governor's Speech are in great contrast to 
the statements in regard to the Government's 
policy made at previous openings of Parlia­
ment. I have compared some of the previous 
Speeches with the prt'oent Speed1. The 
Opening Speech this session is an illustration 
of the fact that the GoYernment will say 
anything, and I will also prove that we can­
not rely on the statements they make. I 
always try to live up to the statements that 
I make. (Government laughter.) 

As an illustration of what the Government 
wn.nt to do, let us contra,~t the statements in 
the pre&ent Speech with the "tatements in 
previous Speeches. In 1920 t.heir Governor's 
Speech contained this statement, dealing 
with State enterprises, on which the Speech 
this year is very silent-

" The State cattle stations have proved 
to be a splendid investment, and are 
making handsome profits." 

(Opposition laughter.) This year, after 
haYing written off a large sum and allowing 
for intere&t, the loss is £678,000 ! Another 
statement was-

" The large cannery which the Govern­
ment erected at Bulimba to deal with 
the products from the soldiers' pineapple 
settlements at Beerburrum is being 
equipped with additional modern 
machinery and will shortly be a paying 
proposition." 

Alas for their fond hopes, so far the loss, 
with interest, is no less than £99,781. Here 
1s another ~tatement-

" Last year again the State Produce 
Agency finished with a credit balance, 
enabling the Government, notwithstand­
ing keen competition with private enter­
prise, to declare a bonus of 2~ per cent. 
on the proceeds of all sales. This amount 
is now being· distributed amongst farmers 
who do business with the agency." 

This year we find there has been a loss of 
£35,000, so that there is no bonus. I repeat 
that we have to analyse the results of the 
Government's undertakings in the light of 
these statements, if we are to be able to say 
how much of their present statements are to 
be believed. In 1920 the Governor's Speech 
said-

" The State Fish Department did not 
make a profit, but until the trawler has 

[1Mr. Corser. 

completed the exploratory work in which 
she is at present engaged better returns 
cannot be expected." 

{Opposition laughter.) I do not know 
whether it is suggested by the returns from 
the State Fish Shops t.hat that position has 
been reached, but the trawler has vanished, 
and we have lost £35,000 over it. Again, in 
1920 the Governor was made to say-

" It is intended to introduce as early 
as convenient a Bill to provide for a 
superannuation scheme for railway 
workers." 

Where is it? l'\o need to say any more! 
·(Opposition laughter.) In 1920 the Governor's 
Speech said-

" It is intended to . . . build lines 
into the Upper Burnett lands and other 
fertile areas . . . also that the N ortb.ern 
Burnett and Calli de V alley areas would 
settle 15,888 settlers." 

'They have only been successful, under 
their policy, in settling up to the present 
time 885 settlers, and those raih' ays are 
still being built. The Government are spend­
ing money on unremunerative works, while 
the promises to settlers of railways, schools, 
:wd Agricultural Bank assistance is being 
delayed. 

Mr. HY~ES: Do you object to the expendi­
ture on railways? 

Mr. CORSER: The railway revenue has 
nothing to do with loan expenditure in the 
construction of railways-that is just for the 
information of the hon. member. Getting 
back to 1920, we find the statement, dealing 
with railway finances, that-

" Happily, the position is improving." 
Has it improyed? We have lost £10,575,000 
since that time, and this year it has improved 
to such an extent that we have lost £1,900,000. 
Now, you will agree that the Government 
should at least be prepared for criticism by 
those people who have seen their acts, and 
that they should be judged by their accom­
plishments. Can we congratulate them on 
anything? The only thing on which I can 
congratulate them' is the wonderful record 
they have established to the detriment of the 
people; yet they have received a majority 
of the votes of the electors and " majonty of 
votes in this House. 

Mr. WEIR: That i~ the acid test. 

Mr. CORSER: The people are getting the 
acid now-they were getting the sugar at 
election time-and it will hasten the return 
to fair government-a people's Government 
-which can only come from this side. 

Mr. HYNES: You have been saying that 
for ten years. 

Mr. CORSER: Then I have been con­
sistent. 

Mr. HYNES: You wiil be saying it for the 
next ten years. 

Mr. CORSER: It was stated in the 
Governor's Speech in 1920 that it was essen­
tial that a rural bank be established. That 
has been asserted time and again, but the 
Speech delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor 
on this occasion contains the statement that 
it is hoped that financial institutions will 
sec that it is to their advantage to assist 
tho3e connected with primary production. 
In 1920 it was stated-

" My advisers strongly emphasise the 
necessitv for the establishment of a State 
steamship service." 



Address in Reply. [3 AUGUST.] Address in Reply. 37 

I do not know whether the purchase of the 
two vessels " Bar-ea-mul " and " Douglas 
:Mawson" constituted the establishment of 
a steamship service, but we know that the 
dredge was sold and, the " Douglas :Mawson" 
lost, and that that enterprise cost us £65,000. 
We arc still without this State steamship 
service which was then deemed so essential. 
The Opposition have not been able to dis­
cover any State steamship service, but pro­
bably the Government know of its existence. 
I believe that the " Barrel of :Mud " or 
rather the "Bar-ea-mu! "-the trawler-got 
so low down that she had to stop to whistle. 
(Laughter.) The Opposition have been told 
that they must not do anything to defame 
the good name of the State. Again in the 
Governor's Speech in 1920 it was stated-

" Notwithstanding the succession of 
droughts which have been experienced 
under the present regime .... " 

Then again, in the same wonderful speech, 
it is stated-

" The prospects to the graziers, thanks 
to Quecnsland'.s wonderful rains are 
exceptionally encouraging." ' 

The PRE~liER: V\Thich Governor's Speech 
are ~ ou dealing with? 

Mr. CORSER : The Governor's Speech for 
1920. I am comparing it with the Speech 
d.elivered at the opening of the present Par. 
bament. and I am d€-aling with it too effec­
tively for the hon. gentleman. We were 
told in 1920 that there were disastrous 
~lro11ghts to be contended with, and again 
In the flpcech of 1926 we read " a disastrous 
drou15ht has made itself felt, and we have a 
de!icrt of £554,000." The curious part about 
It Is that the greatest amount of railway and 
other re,~enue was secured during the last 
six months of the drought, when the unfor­
tunate people m the country were compelled 
to use the railways for long haulage of pro­
duce and sheep and for other purposes. 
The Government secured the greatest amount 
of revenue during the period of the drought. 

Mr. IVEIR: You arc a genius right 
enough. 

:Mr. CORSER : I cannot return the com­
pliment. (Laughter.) The other day I 
returned from the upper part of the Callide 
very hungry after tra veiling a couple of 
hundred miles, and I rushed into a hotel at 
Eidsvold at 6 o'clock and found everybody 
so busy ~hat . we could not get anything to 
eat. I mqmred the reason for so niuch 
bustle, and was informed that the train was 
up to time and there was nothing cooked. 
(Laughter.) That does not occur only in 
<'l;,ctora tes r.epresented .by the Opposition. 
We had an rllustratron m Townsville where 
a function was bei!"g held and people were 
all excited on th1_s gala day, which was 
cclebratmg the arnval of the mail train on 
time. . \Vhen the function was half way 
through those attendmg were informed that 
It was of no use-that it was the train of 
the day before that had arrived. (Laughter.) 
That IS the way the railways have gone 
down. 
. Unfortunately, the management and work­
mg of the railways were more appropriate 
to those of some South American republic 
than t~ what was. supposed to be a British 
State m Australia: . The railways are in 
a:' u:'fortunate posi~IOn. The carriages ar<l 
dilapidated, the engmes are so out of repair 
that breakdowns are more frequent than 
usual, and there is now a rush to build 

engines in order to try and carry starving 
stock to pastures. They all trusted that the 
rains would come before the engines were 
constructed. 

Mr. PEASE : Still, you stop in such a State. 

:Mr. CORSER: We believe in and have 
every confidence in Queensland, and her 
resources are so great that she has not even 
gone down and out under the maladministra­
tion of the Labour Government. The de­
velopment of the natural resources of Queens­
land ·has been opposed by the policy of the 
Government. All attempts by the people to 
make Queensland prosperous and make her 
" gang forward" have at every step been 
opposed by the administration of the Govern­
ment. That opposition has come from a 
gang of political Labour men, who for their 
own selfish ends told the people anything in 
order that the Government should be re­
turned to power. Nothing bad enough could 
be said of the Opposition. 

:Mr. PEASE : You are a poor lot. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I trust 
that tho hon. member for Herbert will 
restrain himself. 

:Mr. CORSER: The Governor's Speech in 
1920 contained the following:-

" The activities of Chillagoe (now 
State owned) have also added very con­
siderably to the revcnue~producing capa­
bility of the Chillagoe and Etheridge 
railways which likewise now belong to 
the State." 

\Vc find that the actual loss was £403,000, 
and, in<'luding interest on the Chillagoe 
underbking- and railways, the loss amounts 
to £759,953. Those works are now closed 
until the next election, wtb.en the Govern­
ment will require some more votes. We 
have £1,500.000 capital tied up in the 
Chillagoe works and the railways connected 
therewith. Those are matters dealt with in 
the Speech as inflicting one or two more 
burdens on the Government. 

I also desire to refer to one or two more 
statements appearing in the Governor's 
Speech of 1920. With regard to the State 
iron and steel works, it was stated-

" With regard to the State iron and 
stee I works, much preparatory work has 
been done, thP site selected and the plans 
and lay-out of an up-to-date plant has 
been made-which wili rank unique in 
utility and enterprise as a State under­
taking." 

It was a unique piece of sleight of hand work 
at, those elections, but since that time we 
have lost £49.000 in this connection, and all 
we own is Yampi Sound, and it is a moot 
question whether we shall be able to find that 
asset or not. It was " sound " at election 
time, but is not too " sound " in practice. 
Those works were promised to the electors 
at election time, but those gullible electors 
would probably he told now that some dele­
gation which went home stopped the Govern­
ment from getting the money . 

A GOVERNMENT :\fE}!BER: So they did. 

Mr. CORSER : I was looking for that 
interjection. The hon. member took both 
the sinker and the hook. That is a contra-­
diction of what as subsequently stated by 
the then Premier, Hon. E. G. Theodorc. 
i\fr. 'Theodore, speaking at Bowen on 4th 
October, 192{}-and it must be true, as it 

Mr. Co1·ser.) 
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was reported m the " Daily Standard," 
said-

" There was nothing about which the 
GoYcrnm<>nt was more in earnest than 
the establishment of the Bowen iron and 
steel works." 

That was a good election stunt, but we do 
not want any such stunts in politics. As 
another illustration in proof of my state­
ment, let me quote somebody who is never 
wrono--the Secretary for Mines. the Hon. 
A. .f. Jones. According to the "Daily 
Standard " of the lOth September, 1920, that 
gentleman stated:-

" It is an indication that we are going 
back to power that we will be able to 
finance and go on with the iron and steel 
\Yorks at Bowen." 

Mr. DASH: \Vhy don't you get something 
new? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhau;;ted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. PETERS ON (:V ormanby) : I beg to 
move-

" That the hon. member for Burnett 
be granted an extension of time." 

The SPE \KER : Does the hon. member 
for Normanby know that he will be deprived 
of his right to speak if the extension is 
granted? 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes. I have a bad cold 
and will be unable to speak. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. CORSER (flurnrtt) : The statement 
-continues-

" The State iron and steel works are 
now developing." 

And now they are closed down-only six 
years later. In 1920, we had a Water for 
Settlers Bill. In 1925 ·we had a Water for 
Settlers Bill. and in 1926 a W a-tor Bill. In 
1920 we had a Widows and Orphans' Pen­
sions Fund Bill, and in 1926 we are promised 
provision for widows' pensions. This little 
peep into the past and the comparison of 
their statements in the past with those con­
tained in subsequent Gm·ernor's Speeches 
and with their subsequent actions, must 
illustrate to any reasona-ble thinking person 
that the Government have not fulfilled their 
promises, and that they should not ha-ve the 
confidence of the people althoug.h they might 
have the confidcnee of the majority of the 
electors by reason of their promises. 

During the reign of this Government they 
hove failed to fulfil the promises made to the 
sc-ttlers in the Upper Burnett district. The 
delav in railwav construction has mea,nt a 
big financial loss to the settlers in that area. 
The "snail like" progress in railway construc­
tion has added a big burden to t:he settlers 
throughout that district, and has caused 
them to pay £4 a ton for the carria-ge of 
their products to and from the railway 
centre. The schooling provision is a dis­
grace to any civilised community. Schools 
promised in Mr. Huxham's time have not 
yet been built. Hessia-n schools have been 
provided, and the settlers have provided the 
building. The cattle ate the hessian on one 
occasion, and, when the settlers asked for 
new walls, the Government sent more hes­
sian. I suppose that is in process of being 
eaten. School sites spoken of in 1920 are 
not yet definitely settled, and in one instance 
forty children have been waiting for the last 

~Mr. Cm·ser. 

two years for school provision. In one 
instance we wanted a fence to enable the 
children to come to school. 

Mr. BRuCB: You wanted a fence for the 
children to come to school on? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member cannot 
misconstrue what I have to say. The 
children ha vo to ride to school, and they must 
have a fence rounol the school to hold the 
horses. Hon. members may laugh, but these 
children cannot possibly attend the. school 
unless ther8 is some means of keepmg the 
horses and ponies at the sc.hool. Twelv.e 
pounds was denied them-" l'\·c money thts 
linancial year." Land va-lues have been too 
high, Agi·icultural Bank advancDs too lo~, 
and the Government ·have not fulfilled thmr 
promises. 

Th8 Government should be guided by 
information that has been gathered in the 
pao.t in the matter of inducing scttle~·s from 
Britain to come here. I want particularly 
to call the Premier's attention to state­
ments that have appeared in th2 London 
" Daily Telegraph," of 15th July. ~925, 
in connection with Australian agncul­
tural training colleges. I am not going to 
transgress by reading the lot, but this state­
rncnt savs-

" The guiding principles of the Aus­
tralian Farms Training College scheme 
arc-

Practical training of young men, 
after leaving universities, colleges, -:nd 
public schools, in the work of farmmg 
and stock-raising as carried on in 
Queensland. 
" Settlement of the students, who 

graduate through the training college 
and experimenta-l farms, upon the fer­
tile lands of the Upper Burnett and 
Callide regions of Queensland. After 
his training in England every settler 
is expected to provide a capital of £250 .• 
and upon doing so receives a grant of 
£750 from the Government of Queens­
land, together with loans on easy terms 
when necessary." 

Do the GoYernment propose to make a 
grant of £750 to ea-ch of these students? If 
so, surely our own people are also entitled 
to such a grant. If the Government are not 
prepared to grant them £750, they shou\d 
not allow this official statement to appear m 
the London " Daily Telegraph" without a 
denial from them. We know that Lyndford 
Hall has recently been purchased. We know 
that students arc being trained there, and 
from the illustrations that have been sent 
out we find that most palatial accommoda­
tion is provided at Lyndford Hall, and that 
one of the most wonderful gates in Great 
Britain is provided at the entrance. We find 
this mansion is for the training of young 
Englishmen to come out a-nd settle on the 
Uppe,· Burnett, who arc to receive £750 
when they get. there, and we are told that it 
will be a life of excitement for voung men. 
It will be a life of excitement in 'chasing the 
Agricultural Bank. This statement con­
tinues-

" Lyndford Hall students will enjoy, 
besides a thorough practical training and 
hard work, some of the advantages of a 
country gentleman's life. The future 
Queensland settler will find in the m'!-&'· 
nificent grounds of Lyndfo_rd H!Lll fac.lh­
ties for outdoor recreatwn, mclud1ng 
oricket, football, golf, tennis, boating, 
and swimming. When the students reach 
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Queensland trained and ready to take 
up their own life they will find a com­
plete orga.nisation awaiting to receive 
them." 

Probably a Labour organisation. They 
might get hold of the £250 each settler is 
<:xpected to bring with him. 

The PREMIER: Is that the stuff you used 
at election time? 

Mr. CORSER: I nPver produced this 
statement before. I waited to bring the 
mutter before the Premier himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE : You are 
abusing t.he privileges of the House. 

Mr. CORSER : I am safeguarding the 
intended settler. This statement further 
says-

" The settlement area is within reach 
of sc&ports and towns served by railways 
and now railways are being built. There 
are Government demonstration farms in 
the neighbourhood at which free advice 
and assistance are given to settlers." 

The PRE~IIER: That was written by your 
<ex-schoolmaster. 

Mr. CORSER: No. 
The PRE~IIER: Ho taught you. No wonder 

you are what you are. 

Mr. CORSER: The gentleman the Premier 
refers to is Mr. Potts, late Principal of 1 he 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College, who never 
taught me. This statement is signed by Mr. 
MacKenzie, and has been distributed 
throughout Great Britain, and is in the 
hands of ihe Government too and is not 
denied. In fairness to th~se p'eople, if the 
statements are not true, it is the duty of the 
Government to see that information of this 
nature is not published, and to see that young 
men are not influenced by such promises and 
brought out here under false pretences. If 
they are true, let the Government fulfil their 
promise of establishing demonstration farms 
and make these young men a grant of £750. 
Let them play the game when the young 
fellows do come out. Those are my reasons 
for bringing the matter up in this House, 
and my reasons for not referrincr to it at 
election time. 0 

I want to make a congratulatory reference 
to the Prickly-pear Commission in regard to 
its control of the operations to check the 
spread of prickly-pear. The Commission's 

work has been very satisfactory, 
[11.30 a.m.] and the experiments made should 

be a guide in the future to the 
members of the Government. No less than 
4,000,000 acres of land have been saved to 
the Stnte owing to the activities of the 
Commis,ion. I think that the conditions of 
many of the settlers who have been affected 
by the Commission should be brought up 
again for revision, and that, benefiting by 
the experience gained, an essential extension 
of tenure should be given. We should give 
the extended facilities which are necessary 
to enab~e us to solve our troubles and save 
our lan_ds ~rom prickly-pear infestation, and 
not wa1t trll the country gets into a worse 
state. The drought period we have experi­
enced has been a great drawback, and I hope 
that in . connection with grazing selections 
and agncultural farms the Commission will 
not he above reviewing the matter and 
extending facilities even further. 

I will not transgress any further. I thank 
the House very much for the extension given 
to me. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns), who was received with Government 
cheers, said : Many people inquire as to 
why the Opposition make so little progress in 
the country at election time. The speech 
just delivered is an ample reply to the 
query of those people-a speech delivered by 
one of the leading members on the Oppo­
sition benches, which was so flippant. 

Mr. CoRSER: You did not like it. 
The PREMIER: There was no serious 

consideration of anything in it. 
Mr. Knw: Too serious. 
The PREMIER: A quotation of some 

high-faluting statement appearing in a 
London paper, which has been denied. 

Mr. CoRSER: Produce your denial. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The PREMIER: Tbe leader of the Oppo­

sition, or at least some of the newspapers, 
complained because the loader of the Oppo­
sition wets not given an opportunity of 
extending his speech. 

Mr. MooRE: I ·did not complain. 

The PREMIER: I will admit that there 
was no complaint from the hon: gentleman 
himself. I was going to suggest to you, 
Mr. Speaker, that, as under the Standing 
Orders it is impossible to give an extension 
of a speech without some hon. member 
losing his opportunity of speaking to the 
Address in Replv, it might be ad vi<; tble for 
you to ask the- pleasure of the House in 
regard to any hon. member continuing his 
speech. 

Mr. MooRE: It was offered, and I declined 
it. 

The PREMIER: If you do so, Mr. 
Speaker, I would suggest that you use your 
discretion as to whether the speech which 
is being delivered is worth continuing. 
(Laughter.) 

The leader of the Opposition touched on 
many things in his speech, most of them 
now historical, but he made no reference to 
the future, and his speech mainly consisted 
of a wail because he had not succeeded at the 
general election. One only has to read that 
speech to conclude that the hon. gentleman 
is still suffering as the result of the defeat 
which his party received at the hands of the 
electors. 

Mr. KING: So is Queensland. 
The PREMIER: That remains to be seen. 

At least I am not going to live in the past; 
it is the future that matters. In regard to 
many hon. members opposite, their future is 
behind them. (Laughter.) One can under· 
stand a little bit of feeling when the leader 
of the Opposition was so confi.dent that he 
:"as going to win nearly all the seats includ­
mg my own; one can underst_and _that !h~ 
result was not in accordance w1th h1s antJCt­
pation, and to that 0xlent I sympathise with 
him. It is a bad thing to prophesy. I do 
verv little of it myself, because I know from 
exp'erience that it is most difficult to gauge 
the public mind, and I depended upon good 
wholehearted work to convince the people of 
the right of my side. 

In the time at my disposal I want to touch 
upon one or two matters mentioned by the 
leader of the Opposition in his speech on 
Thursdav. The first thing he touched upon 
was the closing of the Chlllagoe State 
smelters, and all rhis trouble was that we 
had not told anybody. Surely the hon. 

Hon. W. McDormacf.~.j 
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member is not going to suggest that, as 
leader of this Government during the next 
three years, I am bound to tell everybody 
what we propose to do in every difficult situa­
tion which arises, or that we are not to do 
anything because somebody did not mention 
our intention at the election! With regard 
to Chillagoe, the Government came to the 
conclusion that we could not continue to 
lose public money in that venture, and 
that t,he position which was created by the 
shortage of ore and the necessity of spending 
a large amount of capital in sinking and 
getting new reserves of ore, the value of 
which when developed would not pay to 
smelt, was carefully considered by us. We 
faced that situation-as we shall face every 
other difficult situation which comes before 
us-on its merits, and the hon. member is 
not going to deter me from doing what I 
think is right, simply because he says that 
we did not go out-in order to please him 
during ·his campaign-and do the foolish 
things that he did. 

Mr. MooRE: Did you not so.y you were 
gomg to keep them open? 

The PREMIER: The hon. member also 
referred to Bowen, and made assertions 
that we were not carrying out the law. 
He showed a complete ignorance of the law 
and no idea of the situation. He adduced 
no argument; he simply made the statement 
that the law was not being carried out. As 
a matter of .fact, the law was carried out at 
Bowen to the utmost letter, and there is no 
need for me to be afraid of half a dozen 
" red raggers " w·ho happen to live in Bowen. 
The situation was difficult. 

Mr. ELPHI>rSTO:-<E : It has held up the 
farmers' produce, all the same. 

The PREMIER: These difficult situations 
are not settled merely by making newspaper 
statement>, and I have refrained from mak­
ing them. 

Mr. :MooRE : They are not settled by doing 
nothing, either. · 

The PREMIER: The idea that the 
Government can make men remain at work 
exists only in the mind of the hon. member. 

:\11'. MoORE: J'\o; that is not what I said. 
The PREMIER: The whole trend of the 

hon. member's case was that we should make 
men remain at work or present themselves 
for work. Tbe only way to settle the 
Bowen trouble. according to the hon. mem­
ber's statement, was to enforce the law. 
What do~s that mean? If there had been a 
~reach of the ,law, the only way to enforce 
It would have oeen to punish the offenders­
to put them in gaol. 

Mr. MooRE: No-you can give .protection 
to other people. 

The PREMIER: That protection always 
exists. 

Mr. MoORE: Oh, no. 
The PREMIER: The Government to 

which the !1on. membe.r i, proposing to hand 
oYer corta1n po,vers In a few v1.:'eeks' time 
ha~ a strike in New South Wales against 
their a ward. New South Wales unions 
struck again•·t their 48-hour week and 
re.mained ob~1:rate for quite a long' time. 
D1d we find tms great champion, Mr. Bruce. 
compellmg these men to obey the law? He 
COL!ld not. \Vhy could he not? For the 
same reason that I could not make the Bowen 
waterside workers attend at the meeting 
place to be picked up. 

[Tlon. W. llfcCormack. 

Mr. M oRGAN : You could protect others. 
The PREMIER : Why could not Mr. Bruce 

protect others? Did he he do anything of 
the kind? 

I do not desire to waste the whole of my 
time on this matter, but let me quote another 
historical example. What are the British 
Government doing to-day with the British 
coalminers? The British Government have 
all the political power necessary. They 
passed a law increasing the hours to be 
worked in coalmines. They used all the 
power that the Government had at their 
disposal in Great Britain, which power I 
suppoee is greatly in excess of what we 
have here. What is the result? There are 
very few miners working in coalmines in 
Great Britain. 

Mr. MooRE: There are 6,000 working. 

The PREMIER: Out of 2,000,000. I 
mention this, not because I want to score 
off the loader of the Opposition, but because 
I know that the most difficult problam 
facing Governments throughout the world 
to-day is the industrial problem, and it is 
not to be settled by putting men in gaol. 
It is not to be settled by doing the things 
which the leader of the Opposition thinks 
the Government should do. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: And it is not to be 
settled by misleading the people at election 
times. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman does 
as much misleading at election times and at 
any other time as any hon. member. 

The leader of the Opposition complained of 
the literature published during the elections. 

Mr. KING: "Give the child a chance." 

The PREMIER: Is that any different 
from publishing the photograph of the hon. 
gentleman's good lady? Is there any ground 
for contending that, because any hon. gentle­
man in this House has a good-looking wife, 
electors should vote for him? (Laughter.) 
What I mean to convey is that electioneering 
is not profound. 

Mr. MAXWELL: It is very low down. 

The PRKMIER: Not so low down as the 
tactics resorted to by the party opposite. 
The two speakers who have spoken from the 
other side lived in the past and quoted 
electioneering pamphlet<;. In effect, the 
Opposition were dealing with the gallops that 
take place on a racecourse after the race has 
been run. (Laughter.) The challenge with 
regard to literature comes with very bad 
grace from a party that allowed scurrilous 
literature to be circulated without the 
printer's name upon it. 

Mr. BRAND: " The Jl.iungana egg"? 
The PREMIER : It is an extraordinary 

thing that someone having no interest in 
the elections should pay for the printing with 
no hope of gain. Who is going to believe 
that? Who is going to bclie,-c that this 
printing was not paid for? Who is going 
to believe but that it was paid for by people 
who were concerned with 'the defeat of 
members on this side and not members on 
the other side? That being the case, who 
paid for it? The people who stand behind 
the hon. gentleman opposite. Tbe printers 
were hauled before the court and fined for 
publishing scurrilous literature against the 
Labour party. Now we have the hon. gentle­
man complaining about the pamphlets. 

Mr. KING: What are you referring to? 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO WORKS : You 
know. 

The PREMIER: Ignorance has never been 
allowed as an excuse. The hon. gentleman 
is in the political business, and he should 
be au fait with political affairs. 

Mr. KING: You are making the charge. 
Give the information. 

The PREMIER: You know better. 
Mr. KING: I tell you that I do not know. 

The PREMIER: You ought to know. If 
you do not know, then you are not in the 
confidence of the managers of your party. 

Mr. MoRGAN: It shows that the managers 
of our party know nothing about it. 

The PREMIER: For the last eleven years, 
ever since Labour first occupied the Treasury 
benches, we have listened to speech after 
speech based on pamphlets issued during 
election time. 

Mr. CoRSER : Why go back to the past? 

The PREMIER : We did not do so. Hon. 
members opposite have no power of construc­
tive crticism. They come along into this 
House and read "No. 6 Pamp.hlet," or the 
green or the red pamphlet, session after 
session, and then wonder why the people 
have no confidence in them. 

Mr. MOORE: Chillagoe, Bowen, and 
Mackay are not in the past. 

The PREMIER: That is electioneering 
material. Hon. members opposite would not 
be able to make any speeches if they did 
not employ those methods; and, if it does 
not do any other good, it certainly enables 
this House to get some amusement from the 
quotations taken from pamphlets right back 
as far as 1916 and quoted year after year. 

Mr. CoRSER: Not from pamp.hlets, but 
from your own speeches. 

The PREMIER: It is not necessary for 
me to deal further with that matter. The 
Government party and its policy and plat­
form are well known. 

GovEmD!EXT l\.i:EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: The Opposition, their 
newspapers, and their artists try to make 
them appear as something which thev are 
not,. The platform o.f the Labour party- upon 
wh1ch the past electwn was won, and which 
is the main basis of our existence, is known 
to everybody. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : You will not put 
it into operation. 

The PREMIER: The consequence is that 
when this party goes before the electors a~ 
a Labour party, it has no need to mislead 
anybody. 

Mr. BRAND: What about stuffing the rolls? 

The PREMIER: The issue at election 
time is not affected by the pamphlets that 
the Opposition issue. 

A lot has been made about so-called 
promises. I must really apologise to the 
House for using its time to reply to the 
question, but hon. members should be 
familiar with questions in which information 
is sought. The leader of the Opposition 
spoke of promises and broken promises. We 
have been in office only a month or two 
since the election. 

Mr. MoRGAN : The policy of your party is 
one continuous policy. 

The PREMIER : The charge has been 
made that I said at election time that there 
would be no increase in railway rates and 
fares. That is not true. 

Mr. CoRSER: Then the "Standard" must 
be discredited. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
The PREMIER : The charge was ma?e 

against us that we could not make the rml­
ways pay, and I said plainly and without 
equivocation, that there were two ways. of 
making the railways pay-one by increasmg 
the rates and fares, and the other by !educ­
ing the wages of those men employed m the 
rail way service. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONE : There is the other alter­
native. 

The PREMIER : If that is by increased 
production, then I doubt whether that would 
make them pay. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Run them on business 
lines. 

The PREMIER : I disagree with the idea 
that a business man knows everything-

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: He is not given a chance. 
The PREMIER : The business man gener­

ally knows his own particular business, but 
outside that he knows very little. That is 
my experience. No one knows that better 
than the hon. member. 

M1·. ELPHINSTONE : I ·disagree with you 
entirely. 

The PREMIER : The leader of the Opposi­
tion said that the Government stated th'!Y 
would make the railways pay. We never sa1d 
anything of the kind. 

Mr. :MooRE: Who said so? 

The PREMIER : You did. 
Mr. MOORE: No, no. 
The PREMIER : You said you . would 

make the railways pay. (Opposition dissent.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
The PREMIER: The Labour Government 

have never stated that they would make the 
railways pay. They have not been made to 
pay. 

l'IIr. ELPHINSTONE: The losses are a result 
of your methods. 

The PREMIER : To make the railways 
pay would mean piling up too heavy a load 
upon the people who use them. 

Mr. ELPHIOISTONE: One method of making 
them pay is by taking the control out of the 
unions' hands. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member would 
do a terrible lot to the unions if he had the 
chance. He knows very well from his know­
ledge of his own business what he could do. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is just what I am 
doing. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member was 
on theee benches as Minister, he wonld dis­
cover, as the leader of the Opposition would 
also discover, that he could not make men 
remain at work if they did not want to do 
so. 

::\!Lr. ELPHINSTONE: That lS a shocking 
adn1ission. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
The PREMIER : The hon. member can­

not do it in his own business. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Can't he. 

Hon. W . .McCormack.] 
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The PREMIER : This charge that I made 
a promise that increased freights and fares 
would not take place is not true. 

Mr. KELSO: Were you not reported as 
having said it at New Farm? 

The PREMIER : I did not say it, and 
there is no report making me say it. I 
put before the Opposition the problem of 
making the railways pay, and I say that, 
owing to the increased charges in the rail­
way service-and I shall have something to 
say on this later on-it was necessary to 
make someone pay some of the deficit; not 
all of the deficit, as proposed by the hon. 
member. 

Mr. BRAND: Did you not say that you 
did not believe in balance-sheets? 

The PRE;\1IER : During his speech the 
leader of the Opposition talked of broken 
promises. He set out against the 44-hour 
week, and during the campaign he tried to 
prove--

Mr. CORSER: He did not set out against it. 
The PRE:VIIER : The leader of the Opposi­

tion tried to prove that he was in earnest 
when he moved that amendment in this 
Chamber to bring in the 44-hour week 
immediately. 

Mr. MooRE: So he was. 
The PREMIER : Did the hen. member 

gull one elector by that statement? 
Mr. MooRE: I did not intend to. I 

wanted to tell them the truth. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! Hon. 

members aro entitled to be heard without 
interruption. I have called " Order !" 
dozens of times this morning, and I want 
to take this opportunity of saying that I 
will insist on my call to order being obeyed. 
I hope hon. members will allow the Premier 
to be hoard. Hon. members on my left have 
had an opportunity of speaking, and a 
similar opportunity must be given to hon. 
members on my right. 

The PREMIER : The leader of the 
Opposition endeavoured to make the people 
believe his statement that he was in favour 
of the 44-hour week. I am not complaining 
about his saying that he was in favour of the 
44-hour week, but no one in the country 
believes that that was his idea when that 
amendment was before the House. The 
intention of the hon. member was to put 
the Government in a difficult position by 
forcing them to bring in the 44-hour week 
immediatelv. In addition the hon. member 
said he believed in the basic wage. The hen. 
member voted against it in this House. But 
he started to drop his 1high and mighty 
attitude as the .election campaign progressed, 
and one at a ttme he threw overboard those 
stands whi('h he took early in the campaign. 
I am complaining of the misleading attitude 
taken up by the hon. member through the 
campaign and the dropping of his planks one 
at a time when he found they were un­
popular. 

Mr. CORSER: He did not drop one. 
Mr. BRAND : These are only statements 

of yours. 

The PREMIER : The:v were put in the 
press. The leader of the Opposition and 
his party were prepared to abuse the Union 
Jack in an endeavour to defeat this party. 
I went to Toowoomba, and there I found 
on the window of the rooms of the National 
Country party the Union Jack and a revolu-

[Hon. W. McOormack. 

tionary flag, and the people were asked under 
which flag they wanted to live. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Didn't you march down 
Queen street behind a red flag? 

The PRE:'IHER : I stated to a Toowoomba 
audience that it was a very fine illustration 
of the intelligence of our opponents when 
they asked the Toowoomba people under 
which flag they were going to live, when 
the leader of the Opposition was standing 
on the same platform as a man who was 
interned during the war for the safety of 
our countrv. That is t·he illogical position 
hen. mcmb'ers find themselves in when they 
abuse the national emblem. No party has 
any monopoly of loyalty. 

Mr. KING: You wanted peace at any price. 
The PREMIER : Well, yen want German 

votes at any price. 
An OPPOSITION MEMBER : You people 

wanted Italian votes. 

The PREMIER : I do not know Mr. 
Ruhno personally at all. He may be quite as 
good a citizen as I, and I would never have 
mentioned his name in the campaign if hon. 
members opposite had not suggested that 
the Labour party was disloyal. If any 
political party claims a monopoly of loyalty 
or a right to abuse the national cmble~ .for 
political purposes, then I say that political 
party deserves the annihilation that came the 
way of the Opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Justified 
retribution. 

The PREMIER : Yes, justified retribution. 
I am not blaming the hon .. ~entle~an ~or 
these things-I am sympathismg with htm 
beoouse the people who managed the election 
probably forced him into the position. 

Mr. KING: Are you going through the 
same experience yourself? 

The PREMIER: No, I am not. My 
sympathy is simply for the individual, not 
for the politician. I have no sympathy for 
Mr. Moore as a politician, but I have great 
sympathy with him as an individual in 
finding one member of his party usmg the 
Union Jack for political purpose~, and he 
himself appearing on a platform With a man 
who was interned by his own party for the 
safetv of this country. It is a very interest­
ing position. 

I want to say a word in regard to the 
question raised by the hen. gentleman deal­
ing with Italians at Mackay. 

Mr. KING: Bill Cooper will have ·a bad 
time next election. 

The PREMIER: No German in the Rose­
wood district w~s gulled into believing his 
vote could be secured by running a German 
candidate. He wanted politics and not 
nationality; and only on politics should e!ec­
tions be decided and not on natwnahty. 
You have your answer from the German 
people themselves. 

The leader of the Opposition r_aised the 
question that is exercising our mmds over 
Italians purchasing farms in the MacJ::ay 
district and the members of Labour orgamsa­
tions refusinO' to handle the cane from those 
farms. I w~nt to say right at the outset 
that my attitude and the at~itude of the 
Government towards the A.W.U. members 
has been that thev have no right to do what 
they are doing. They have been ordered to 
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desist, as all citizens-British-born as well 
as naturali~cd British subjects-are equal in 
the eyes of the law, and no section of the 
~ommunity has a right to take action which 
is unjust and unfair to some other citizen. 
That, so far, is the attitude of the Govern­
ment on the question. 

It would be well to trace the history of 
this case, as it is rather interesting. 

The original cause was the purchase some 
time ago of Tand_-'s farm by an Italian 
at Sarina, and the refusal of t.he locomotive 

drivers to pull the cane on that 
[12 noon.] farm to the mill and of the mill 

workers to crush the cane when 
it arrived in the mill yard. To get a proper 
view of this case I want to inform the House 
through you, Mr. Speaker, and the people 
outside-because it is a very important 
matter-that the issue is not one only con­
cerning the workers. I find upon investiga­
tion that the .,,-hole of i;ho peop:e in Mackay 
are againnt the Italian invasion, as they call 
it. That opposition is not confined to one 
class of the community, but extends to every 
class of the community; and one only has 
to read the remarks of the hon. member for 
:VIirani to realise his attitude in the matter. 
'l:he Mackay District Canegrowcrs' Associa­
tiOn made an appeal to the Secretary for 
Agriculture to misuse power given under an 
Act of Parliament in order to prevent the 
purchase of farms by Italians. This appeal 
was made by the Farmers' Association execu­
tive without any reference to the Australian 
·workers' "Cnion. I will read their resolu­
tion-

" That, seeing it is generally admitted 
that the price and conditions under 
which Southern Europeans are a.oquiring 
cane farms render it impossible for them 
to produce profitably without evasion of 
industrial awards, the Minister for Agri­
culture be requested to recommend to 
and co-operate with, the Central Can~ 
Prices Board, in the refusal of any 
further transfer of assignments to such 
Southern Europeans." 

You see a suggestion to interfere with our 
tribunals coming from a farmers' organisa­
tion. The Secretary for Agriculture 
replied-

" I am in receipt of your letter of t.he 
19th instant, together with the enclosed 
~opy _of a resolution passed by the Mackay 
DistriCt Cane Growers' Executive. 

" In connection with this matter I 
have to inform you that the Central 
Cane Prices Board are a body with 
statutory and judicial functions, conse­
quently it would be highly improper for 
me to approach the Board in the manner 
suggested, and I might a,dd that I have 
never done so in the past. However the 
general principle underlying the r~solu­
tion is a matter to which the considera­
tion of the Government is being given." 

That I think will convince the public that 
the feeling is not one which is agitatino- the 
minds of the workers only. "' 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: What is the date 
of that letter? 

The PREMIER: The resolution was for­
warded to the Secretary for Agriculture on 
19th May last. The members of the Austra­
lian ·workers' Union gave their objections to 
tbe Italian invasion, but I do not want to 

read the "hole df it. I will read the two 
paragraphs outlined by the Australian 
Workers' "Cnion before Mr. Gallagher, the 
industrial magistrate, which I think epito­
mises the objection of the members of that 
union to the acquirement of property by 
Italians-

" That conditions under which many of 
the sales to Southern Europeans were 
effected are such that the farms can 
never become the property of the pur­
chasers, but were merely devices by 
which the Southern European secured 
employment under conditions that would 
return him loss than if omp~oyed at award 
rates, and which gave to the owner of 
the farm a larger income than he could 
got out of the land by employing labour 
at award rates and conditions." 

Mr. PETERSON: Would that difficulty be 
o.;eroome~ provided the Italian paid cash for 
L.e farm. 

The PREMIER:-
"That the Southern Europeans occupy­

ing farms under those conditions are 
compelled by economic pressure, result­
ing from such conditions o£ sale to 
exploit the ignorance of their ~am­
patriots, and work them without pav­
rnent of wages, and with little or rio 
regard for industrial laws, and that in 
.euch cases employer and employee in· 
variably connive together to mislead 
union officials and others charged with 
the policing of a wards." 

Mr. ROBERTS: That happens in Queen 
street, too. 

The PREJUIER: I give those two sides of 
the case to show the public that, while the 
members of the Australian Workers' Union 
have tbe economic power to hold up the 
mills, the farming community and t-he people 
at Mackay stand four-square behind any 
action which will prevent any Italian acquir­
ing farms in the Mackay district. That is 
the general public opinion; it is not confined 
to one class. I want to impress the people 
with that point of view. Now, what are 
the conditions under which these farms are 
purchased ? I just want to give the House 
an idea of how farms are bought by these 
Italians, and I shall deal with tho industrial 
side of the quc·3tion later on. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Do not forget, when 
you ·deal with it, to place before us the Go­
vernment's responsibility. 

The PREMIER: I have done that. 
Hon. \V. H. BARNES: No, you have not. 

Don't sidetrack it. 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman should 
not talk about sidetracking, because there 
is no better sidetracker in this House than 
he. A system of sales to Italians has come 
into vogue. Those Italians are in a very 
difficult position, since they are not able to 
get work in any industry other than the sugar 
industry. and a system has grown up which 
means placing upon their shoulders a heavy 
burden, and forces them into buying at any 
price, economic or otherwise. That system 
destrovs the whole basic work of our indus­
trial life, and those Italians, moreover, are 
often deceived by their own people, who act 
as agents. Let me take the case of a sale 
from John D. Temple to Italians named 
Guiseppe Corsaro, Salvatore Corsaro, Orazio 
Corsaro, Giovanni Corsaro, Orazio Locastro, 

Ilon. W . .McConnack.] 
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and Antonio Messina, of a farm, the con­
sideration for the sale being the price of 
£6,500 and interest. 

Mr. MoRGAN : How many acres? 

The PREMIER: One hundred an_d fifty 
acres. The particulars I have here give the 
numbers of the portions, but I do not want 
to deal with those details. Here are the con­
ditions :-£50 deposit, a sum equal to the 
whole proceeds of the 1925 crop-the vendors 
to take the whole of the proceeds of the first 
crop-and 40 per cent. of the proceeds ?f each 
succeeding crop harvested from the said land 
from year to year until the whole of the pur­
chase money and interes_t m<;mey have been 
pai·d. Another transact10n Is a sale. from 
James Harcourt to the brothers. Comm for 
£3 000 with interest-£5 deposit, .£45 on 
31st December, 1925, then sums equal to 90 
per cent. of the 1925 crop, and 40 per cent. 
of each succeeding crop until the whole .of 
the purchase price and interest are paid. 
Another sale was of .a farm from Hans P. 
Petersen for £2,300-£5 deposit, and con­
ditions such as I have already read o':t. 
Here is another-£5,000, £25 de\)OSit. 
Another, £3.000, £5 deposit. The pomt I 
want to make is this-that nobody would 
sell under those conditions unless he was ge~­
ting much above the market rat~ for h1s 
farm. It is well known . that m North 
Qu<'ensland tremendous pnces !'a ve been 
obtained by accepting a deposit of £25 
or £30 with the result that a group of 
Italian; take on the farm and for years are 
mere slaves of the owners. 

In one in,tance in Mackay a seller c;>f a 
farm considered that, if he had obtam;d 
only half the price that he receiv:d. from t,:e 
Italian he would have been rece1vmg a fan· 
price. 'It is freelv admitted that, when _the 
owner of a farm desires to sell to an Itahan, 
he doubles the price that he would be pre­
pared to accept from anyone else. ~e takes 
adyantaa-e o£ the fact that the Italians are 
out of v;:-'ork. that there is a group of Italians 
with no chance of getting a livelihood, and 
that thev wiil sign any terms and conditions 
in ordc1: to get on to the farm and obtain 
~ufficient to enable them to live. 

Mr. Knw : Then all these would-be pur­
chasers arc fit subjects for a lunatic asylum. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. gentleman 
were to find himself in a strange country, 
ignorant of the language, with everyone's 
hand against him and no opportunity of 
getting work anywhere, he would sign any­
thing to get food for himself and those 
dependent upon him. The over-influx of 
Italians into this district is the cause of 
the whole trouble. "'o one in Korth Queens­
land in the earlier days took exception to 
Italians arriving in small numbers. To-day 
at Babinda we find 150 Italians who cannot 
speak a word of English, out of work and 
with not a ghost of a chance of g~tting 
employment. 

Mr. BRAND: They are not the people who 
anl buying the farms. 

The PRE'\IIER: No; that is the difficulty. 
They are the people who will be used to work 
the farms. The Italian who has been here 
a year or two and has become naturalised 
buys the farm, and exploits these unfor­
tunates by getting them to work for nothing. 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

Mr. BRAND: You know that most of these 
sales took place before the influx. 

The PREMIER : They did not; they are 
all recent in J\-1ackay. T,he hon. member for 
Mirani has been one of the chief fomenters 
of this trouble. I have told him so in my 
office. He has actually been agitating for 
the Government to put into operation the 
Suo-m· Cultivation Act. In effect, he has 
asked that we refuse to allow naturalised 
British subjects to cultivate sugar-cane. Then 
we have the hon. gentleman and his 
colleagues sitting on the same bench c"!m­
plaining that the Government were domg 
nothing. If anything will get us into diffi­
culty, it will be telling Italians who _have 
become British subjects and sworn allepance 
to this country that they cannot engage in a 
particular industry in this country. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"'DS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gyrnpie): I beg to move-

" That the Premier be granted an 
extension o£ time." 

Question put and pa•sed. 

The PREiv!:IER (Hon. W. McCormack. 
Cairns) : I thank the House for granting me 
the extension of time; I had hoped to com­
plete my speech within the time allowed. 
Tho hon. member for Mirani has been 
urging the Government to prohibit Italians 
from engaging in the sugar industrv. He 
has asked the Government to repudiate t.he 
naturalisation granted by the Australian 
Government. He has said that we have the 
full power to compel an Italian resident in 
Queen,.land, "' ho has sworn allegiance to 
Amtralia and the British Empire, to pass 
" dictation test, and that we should dictate 
to the Italian a sentence in Gaelic, and if 
he cannot write it, he should not be allowed 
to work in the sugar industry. The Sugar 
Cultivation Act does not give us the power 
to do that. The hon. gentleman wrote to the 
Prime Minister on this matter. and in a 
letter to me he quotes from Mr. Bruce's 
letter. I would want to see the whole of the 
letter from the Prime Minister before I 
would agree that they were I\1r. Bruce's 
intentions or desires. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is a serious thing to 
say. 

The PREMIER : It is a very serious thing 
for a part and not the whole of the Prime 
Minister's letter to be quoted. Knowing Mr. 
Bruce, I believe that he realises the diffi­
culties and the dangers of this situation as 
well as we do, and that he is not likely to 
give an expression of opinion to the bon. 
gentleman without some reservation. 

The hon. member for Mirani published the 
following as coming from the Prime 
Minister:-

" In reply eo my inquiry on the subject 
in a letter dated 23rd March (I may say 
I have fully explained the position), he 
makes the following statement:-' If any 
action is to be taken to prevent the 
concentration of individuals of any 
nationality in any particular a·rea in the 
State of Queensland, it is really a matter 
for the Queensland Government." 
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I would like to see the whole of the letter 
from the Prime Minister, and the letter the 
hon. member for Mirani sent to him. 
However. I believe I am only wasting 
my time dealing with it, because I know 
that the Prime Minister would make 
no such assertion. They must be treated in 
the eyes of the law the same as any other 
citizen. TQ say, on the advice of the Prime 
Minister, that, because a few Ita.lians bought 
farms in the Mackay district, this Govern­
ment should prevent the concentration 
of one nationality in any particular place, 
was no way of dealing with it at all. The 
Queensland Government ha.ve told the Italian 
Consul-General that we have no dispute 
with Italians, and that we will give Italy's 
nationals who are here the protection of 
the law:- Whoever become British subjects 
are ent1tled to all the privileges of citizen­
ship. We have also told him that it is very 
difficult to make any ma.n work against his 
will. \Ve do not agree that the members of 
the Austra.lian Workers' Union have a.ny 
right to take up the position that they 
have taken up. They have no justification 
for so ~oing ev~~ though they feel that their 
mdustnal cond1t10ns are beino- endangered. 
They are using the only method and weapon 
that they know of to try and prevent it. It 
1s a wrong method and a wrong weapon. I 
say that as head of the Govemment it 
ca.nnot be permitted to be used, and as for 
the leader of the Opposition, who stated 
that I should be able to make these men go 
to work--

Mr. Moo RE: I did not sa.y that. 

The PRE:WIER : Of course you did. 
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, he did not. 

The PREMIER : The difficulty is ma.de 
greater by reason of the fact that the whole 
of the people in the Maclmy district are 
behind the attitude of the members of the 
Australian Workers' Union. It is a diffi­
cult and delicate matter to deal with. I 
suggested that one of the members of the 
Board of Trade should go to Mackay to 
deal with the question, and I have made 
every effort to get over the difficulty. I 
know the dangers and the difficulties, and I 
know the prejudices in the minds of the 
people of Mackay. After all, this is not the 
only country that has got into difficulties 
because of some unfair treatment of the 
nationals of a.nother country. 'I'hat is a. most 
prolific cause of dispute between countries. 
It has happened in almost every country in 
~he world where migration has taken place 
from one _c<.mntry to another. To a.ttempt to 
!nake pohtJcal cap1tal out of it will get us 
nowher':'. The Consul-General for Italy in 
Austraha w1ll be here to-morrow a.nd will 
discuss the matter with me. The public and 
Parliament can be assured that the situation 
will be handled carefully. There is no desire 
to treat unfairly or unjustly any national of 
any other country residen~ in Australia. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: That is not in the mind 
of either the La;bour party or the Govern­
ment. It IS formgn to the policy of Labour. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : The annual convention 
of the Australian Workers' Union which 
was held at Coolangatta in J anua'ry last, 
turn,ed down a proposal directed a.gainst 
Itaha.ns. The Italian, if he is allowed in 

here, is provided with the protection of the 
law. VVc must be fair to him, and we 
camiot allow any section of the community 
to embroil us in a national difficulty. 

If one looks at the matter only from the 
point of view of the worker, one readily 
recognises the danger to the conditions of 
labour that arc involved in this invasion of 
Italians. We a.ll admit that, and symp>thise 
with the worker and the farmer in the 
Mackay district, who see a danger to them 
if the whole of this industry gets into the 
hands of Southern Europeans. There is a.lso an 
econon1ic menace to them in this invasion, 
and in dealing with this question, which is a 
delicate one, we must have some consideration 
for the feelings of these people and at the 
same time maintain the basic principles of 
elemcnta.l justice towards every na.tionality 
having domicile within our borders. 

GovERXMENT ME)!BERS: Hea.r, hear! 

Mr. KELSO (Yundah): It has been said, 
" Language is given to us to enable us to 
conceal our thoughts," and I am sure that 
on this occasion the Government have suc­
cessful! v concealed their thoughts with the 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. The Speech 
itself contu5ns a lot of chaff and very little 
wheat. The real information a.,' to the 
intentions of the Government is contained 
in the last pages of the Speech, where we are 
given a list of Bills which it is proposed to 
introduce during the session. Some years 
ago it was the custom for the Government­
which was not a. Labour Government-to do 
the House the courtesy -of explaining in 
some deta.il their intention in relation to 
proposed Bills. On this occasion, as on other 
occasions, we have the Government briefly 
announcing the titles of certain Bills, yet 
this House is asked to consider the Speech, 
and to consider Bills as to the contents of 
which we have not the slightest conception. 
It seems irony to ask hon. members to meet 
here and consider the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech under those conditions. Bit by bit 
as hon. members opposite give us some infor­
ma.tion we find from that information the 
intention of the Government in relation to 
certain Bills. 

There is one thing which I find is not in 
the Speech-a Bill which this country, or a.t 
least justice, demands. I refer to a Redistri­
bution of Seats Bill. It has been said bv 
hon. members opposite that they have come 
back to power representing the people of 
Queensland. 

Mr. \YRIGHT: In 1922 your organisation 
was satisfied with the redistribution. 

Mr. KELSO: That is not so. On this occa­
sion Labour has come back representing 
about 50 per cent. of the people. They were 
returned only by gerrymandering electorates 
such as Rosewood, where, figuratively speak­
ing, they put their finger round a good bit 
of the Ipswich electorate in order to get a.n 
industrial vote to secure the return of the 
hon. member for Rosewood. The return of 
the Labour party has been secured by stuffing 
the electorates with men, introducing labour 
at the expense of loan money, and by gerry­
mandering the rolls. By these devious means 
at election after election, the Government 
manage to get back, and claim that they 
represent the people. The same thing hap­
pened in 1920 and in 1923, and I woul.d ask 
the Government whether they are prepared 
to do the only equitable thing, if they claim 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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to be a democratic Government-which they 
are not-I ask whether they are prepared to 
consider the question of a redistribution? 

The Premier has denied the report in the 
press that he said he would not increase the 
fares on the railway. The hon. member for 
Burnett quoted from a report in the 
" Standard " of 5th May, exactly what the 
Premier said when he was speaking at the 
Aster Theatre, at New Farm. As the 
Premier has denied the statement that he 
promised that there would be no increase in 
freights and fares, it is only fair. to read once 
more what the hon. gentleman did say. 
Surely he cannot get over what he said when 
it is reported in the " Standard "-the 
Labour party's Bible. He said-

" There are only two ways by which 
the railways can be made to pay. One. 
by increasing fares and freights; and 
two, by reducing wages or increasing the 
hours of employment." 

The Premier does not deny that. He said so 
this morning. What else did he say-

" The Labour party is opposed to 
increasing charges.'' 

In the face of that, how the Premier can 
deny time after time that he ever said the 
Govermnent would not increase railway 
Bharges is beyond my comprehension-

" We have adopted the policy of mak· 
ing the wealthy taxpayers, most of them 
living in the city in luxury, bear the 
burden of the railway deficit." 

During the election campaign what did he 
tell the people up North? We are told this 
morning by him that he never expected the 
railways to pay. He told the farmers up 
North that any increase in freights and 
fares was so distributed that it would not 
press too hardly on the man on the land. He 
told the electors in the North that-

" Since 1915 Queensland ha·d increased 
freights by 25 per cent. and fares by 25 
per cent. New South Wales had 
increased freights by 52 per cent. and 
fares by 66 per cent. Victoria had in­
creased freights by 39 per cent. and 
fares by 48 per cent. South Australia 
had increased freights by 48 per cent. 
and fares by 33 per cent. Western Aus­
tralia had increased freights by 29 per 
cent. and fares by 30 per cent." 

He would like the electors of the North, to 
whom he addressed these remarks, to think 
that the Southern States were absolutely the 
worst offenders in this connection, whereas 
the Railway Commissioner, in his report, 
puts a different aspect on it ·altogether. He 
gives us these figures-

1914-15. 1924-25. ·Increase. 
---------------

Average freight per ton 
was (agricultural pro­
duce) 

Average freight per ton 
on all goods and live 
stock 

Average P'lrning per 
train mile run 

s. d. 

6 0 

10 0 

6 4t 

8. d. 
I 
(e::.:nt. 

9 

17 7 75·8 

11 9 83·7 

Yet the Premier has the temerity to tell this 
House that, instead of increasing the freights 
"nd fares, he was placing the burden of the 

[Mr. Kelso. 

railway deficit on the rich man in the city, 
who owns a motor.car, and not on the man 
on the land. The Premier told us that 
during the elections gross misrepresentations 
were made by members on this side. 

Mr. DASH: That is so. 

Mr. KELSO: I can hardlv follow the 
hon. member in that. That was said before 
the election. What happened immediately 
after the election ? A 10 per cent. increase 
in freights and fares-not on the rioh man, 
but on every person in the community who 
uses the railways. We find a general resent-

ment all over the State at the 
[12.30 p.m.] idea of a Premier going before 

the country distinctly stating that 
he would not increase the charges, and then 
immediatelv after the election increasing 
them by 10 per cont. If that is keeping_ a 
promise, then I do not know what a promise 
is. \Ve are told by the Premier that there 
are only two ways of making the railways 
pay. What a barren imagination a man 
must have vvho can only suggest two ways of 
making the railways pay, as the Premier did. 

Mr. CARTER: How would you do it? 

Mr. KELSO: That is the usual interjec­
tion of hon. members opposite. They issued 
thousands of pamphlets printed at the Go­
vernment Printing Office, but we do not 
know who subscribed and paid for them. We 
have not found out where the money came 
from, but we •have a very shrewd suspicion 
as to whence it ca1ne. 

Mr. HYxEs: Your funds came from the 
:s-ational Union. 

Mr. KELSO: It is no use going back to 
the dark ages. The Premier objected this 
morning to going back to ancient history. 
The hon. member should 'know that the 
National Union ceased to exist long before 
the elections. The Premier twitted thB­
deputy leader of the Opposition because he 
had not seen a certain publication which as a 
public man he ought to have seen, and the 
hon. member for Townsville is trying to 
make out that tne National Union is still in 
existence. He is away back in the dark ages. 
We suggested to the electors that we would 
give agricultural farms to men who settled 
along the railway lines so as to increase 
production, because during the years when 
that form of land settlement was in operation 
Queensland was never more prosperous. 
Since we adopted the system of leaseholcl 
occupation slowly but surely land settlement 
has decreased. Here are a few figures to 
show exactly what the decrease is, and it is 
worthy of note that the decrease synchronises 
with the misrule of hon. members opposite-

Year. No. of Area 
Selectors. Selected. 

Acres. 
1914 23,954 12,609,402 

1924 12,437 5,930,732 

There was a decrease in ten years of 6,678,670 
acres, yet year after year with these figures 
facing u~ hon. members opposite still stick 
to their fetish of leasehold, still dig their 
heads in the sand and tell the people of the 
State that there is no need for the railways 
to pay, and that there are only two ways 
available-that we must either increase fares 
and freights 0'1' decrease the wages of the­
worker. Those are the only remedies they 
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can suggest. What a poor, barren imagina­
tion they have got! The Premier this morn­
ing talked about the business men in a sneer­
ing sort of way. ·what are hon. members 
opposite? vYhat has brought the country to 
the condition it is in? It has been the abso­
lute lack of business ability shown in the 
government of the country since the Labour 
party came into power. We have had men in 
office who had no experience of business, 
and they have been going on in the same 
slip-shod style all the time, increasing deficits 
and borrowing money for unprofitable State 
undertakings. At last there is a little 
glimmer of sense coming to t·hem, and much 
against their will they are shutting up a few 
of the State enterprises. 

A GOVERN~fENT MEMBER : \Ye cannot return 
the compliment. 

Mr. KELSO: The Opposition have alway; 
tried to inst·ruct the Government in the 
way that they should go, imd hon. members 
opposite must be a very poor lot if they 
do not get a glimmering of sense at the 
end of ten years. We say that it is our 
criticism of the Government that has had 
that effect, and that the Government are 
now seeing that their policy and their 
programme are absolutely impossible and 
that they cannot carry them out-an 
admission of the failu·re of " Socialism in 
our time.'' 

The Premier, in his speech, took no notice 
whatever of finance. Deficits were nothing 
to him. All he was concerned about during 
the election was to make any old promise 
to win that election. So he told us about 
childhood endowment, and he made a great 
boast of this humanitarian legislation which 
hon. members opposite talk about, and to 
which the leader of the Opposition very 
pointedly referred when he said-

" It is all very well to promise 
humanitarian legislation, but when you 
cannot get the money it is all hot air." 

When the P·remier was in the North, he 
told the people there, " If the Federal 
Government do not do it, I will do it," not­
withstanding the fact that he knew perfectly 
well that economically it was an unsound 
proposition. I shall quote what the hon. 
gentleman said at Wynnum-

" He had a good deal to say about the 
shelved State scheme for child endow­
ment. His investigation, as one of the 
Committee of the Queensland Cabinet 
which had inquired into child endow­
ment, led him to form the conclu­
sion that child endowment was not 
a matter for the State, but was entirely 
the concern of the central Government. 
The disturbance in economic conditions 
that would result from one State adopt­
ing child endowment, and the othe-r 
States not doing so, would operate very 
unfairly against the manufacturing 
industries in the State where the scheme 
was established. The only successful 
method of establishing child endowment 
was through the central Government, 
and its application should be made 
general throughout all the States of the 
Commonwealth.'' 

What has been the effect even already of 
the 44-hour week in New South Wales and 
Queensland? Only a little while ago I 
saw that a contract for £100,000 worth of 
work had been lost to New South Wales and 
had been given to a Victorian tendere-r 
because the latter could compete successfully 

owing to the longer hours he could work. 
In this particular matter it is proposed that 
a big burden shall be laid on industry in 
Queensland-a couple of mi!Hon pounds, per­
haps. I believe that the manufacturers of 
Queensland will be placed in a very ba<l, 
positio.n. Only the other day I had the: 
pleasure of listening to the Secretary for 
Mines, who went as a substitute for the 
PremiBr to the opening of the additions to. 
the premises of the Queensland Trustees­
Limited. Our friend made a very nice· 
speech. As I listened to him I had to take 
off my glasses and clean them. I had to> 
have another look to see whether that Mr. 
Jones was the same A. J. J ones whom I 
had heard fulminating in this Chamber· 
against the capitalist. Yes, there he was, 
just as good as the rest of us! He compli­
rnented the company on its progress, an<F 
talked about immig-ration and the interests 
of the State and the introduction of capital. 
As a matter of fact, for the time being thee 
hon. member was a capitalist-he was in his 
element. 

:Mr. RoBERTS: He delivered that speech in 
Toowoomba. 

Mr. KELSO: Well, it was a good speech­
a splendid speech-and I bPlieve for the time 
being the hon. gentleman actually believed 
what he was saying. He said that immigra­
tion would be a good thing because the 
people who came into the State would 
encourage our industries. He said that there 
would be plenty of work, and that capital 
would be employed. It was all " capital." 
'I'he hon. gentleman was in a super-optimistic 
mood. He is generally optimistic in mining 
matters, but he excelled himself that day. 
What hypocrisy-! use the word in its 
political sense-what political hypocrisy for 
him to stand there and make that statement, 
when he and other hon. members on that 
side of the Chamber have been heard often 
enough explaining that their platform will 
be carried out. It is true that during the 
election we did not hear a single word about 
the socialisation of industry. Yet that is 
the king-pin of their programme. 

Mr. HYNES: That is all balderdash. 

Mr. KELSO: It is not all balderdash. It 
is absolutely the principal plank in their 
platform. That is the key to the whole 
situation. Hon. members opposite are 
successful at election after election solely 
because they deceive t.he people. This morn­
ing the Premier told us that they had a 
definite policy, but hon. members opposite 
are afraid to tell the people what their policy 
is. At the election they said never a word 
about the socialisation of industry. We had 
all this nauseating, wearisome tripe about 
humanitarian legislation as though they, 
were going down on their knees and saying,. 
" Please will you vote for us again ! Look 
at our wonderful humanitarian legislation l" 

Mr. KERR: Sob stuff. 

Mr. KELSO : Let me quote from this 
" Pamphlet, No. 17," on " Socialisation­
What it means." 

" The critics of the Labour party dis­
cuss the objective as though it were a 
legislative proposal, to be brought in 
like an Act of Parliament for the pur­
pose of abolishing private property, and 
confiscating land, savings, and business 
undertakings. Of course, such miscon• 
struction is usually arrant humbug Oil 

the outcome of sheer ignprance. There 

Mr. Kelsp.} 
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has never been any pretence by the 
Labour party that the objective can be 
reached and its purpose fulfilled except 
by the most gradual of evolutionary 
processes.'' 

Instead of making the position easier for a. 
man that is just a nice way of choking him. 
The pamphlet continues:-

" Capitalism cannot survive because, 
measured by its effect upon human 
happiness, it does not fulfil even the 
most elementary requirements of .a 
modern world. " 

I had those remarks in mind when the Secre­
tary for Mines, the gentlema,n with two 
mental outlooks, spoke at the gathering to 
which I referred. Let me quote the pamphlet 
again:-

" Capitalism cannot survive because, 
measured by its effect upon human 
ha.ppiness, it does not . fulfil even the 
most elementary reqmrements of a 
modem world. On the positive side it ~s 
chiefly responsible for nearly every e':Il 
which leads to social unrest and turmoil, 
unrequited la.bour, poverty, destitution, 
unemployment, ·disease, bad housing, 
slums, the concentration of wealth in the 
hands of a few, and the growth of a 
privileged class. Capitalism in one or 
other of its manifestations is responsible 
for race-hatred, war, greed, and class 
antagonism; in short, for all the w?rst 
qualities in men, and the most crimmal 
actions of nations. 

"Labour aims to establish a new and 
better order of society, by taking the 
control of industry from the plutocrats 
and placing it in the hands of the 
producers.'' 

Yet the Secretary for Mines congratulated 
a, capitalistic company on its prosperity as 
evidenced by the fact that it was providing 
more office accommodation, and he hoped that 
it would grow in the future as it had grown 
in the past. That is an example of the 
hypocrisy which is indulged in by every hon. 
member opposite when he is on the hustings. 
What are we to think about all this talk 
in connection with the socialisa.tion of indus­
try? Do they mean it? Not a bit of it. 
They camouflaged their platform during the 
last elections. During the elections the 
Premier said that some of the schemes which 
he had suggested, such as child endowment, 
and widows and orphans' pensions, would be 
costly matters, but he had no doubt that the 
money could be easily obtained to finance 
them. If we borrow money, then we must 
pa.y interest for the use of that money. 

The Premier, who was then Secretary for 
Public Lands, made a most excellent speech in 
this House on 7th August, 1924. Most, if not 
all. hon. members on this side of the House 
were present that afternoon. It was a speech 
that might very well have been made by any 
member of the Opposition. I know that. 
although the hon. gentleman was not liked 
by his parb- for making that speech, he 
was nevertheless speaking the truth. 

Mr. DASH: The pa.rty made him Premier. 

Mr. KELSO: The Premier was speaking 
on the subject of the 44-hour week. Ho 
told us that he was against its introduction, 
and was quite frank about it. He said-

" Employm<'nt will suffer or, at least, 
T think it will. The hon. member for 
Fitzroy may be right. I am giving my 
opinion. I think that, if taxation gets 

[Mr. Kelso. 

to a certain stage-and it is fairly high 
in Queensland-it is 10s. in the .£1 in 
some instances-it is the danger zone for 
employment.'' 

Since those remarks were uttered in 1924 
how much financial loan money has run 
under the bridge? The hon. gentleman 
believe(:! what he said at the time, but since 
has built up our indebtedness until, as he 
said, we are on the verge of a financia.l 
collapse. 

There is another matter I wish to touch 
on, and that is the question of Chillagoe and 
Mungana. I wish to discuss the subject 
because the Premier during the election was 
asked to reply to a letter which I wrote to 
the "'l'elegraph." I ma.de certain state­
ments in that letter. 

Mr. \VEIR: That is not why you are dis­
cussing it. You arc discussing it because, 
as usual, you do not understand it. 

Mr. KELSO: What poor mentality the 
hon. member has ! He does not even wait 
to hear '.Vhat I have to say. He is pre­
judging me. The Premier, when asked a 
question about the letter which I wrote 
['iving certain information, absolutely re­
fused to reply to it. I propose this morning 
to ftll in some missing links. I will first deal 
with the closure of Chillagoe, and I am 
airaid in doing so that I shall have to quote 
the Secretary for Mines. 

GOVERN:\:IENT MEMBERS: Chillagoe is not 
shut up. 

Mr. KELSO: Well, Mungana. 
Mr. WEIR: That is better. I told you you 

did not know what you were talking about. 

Mr. KELSO: It was just a slip of the 
tongue. The Mungana mine was forfeited 
in April, 1917. We find that a man named 
Frederick Reid applied for the lease of 
that mine on 11th September, 1917. Chil­
lagoe was purchased by the Government on 
5th November, 1917. It is a well-known fact 
that negotiations for the purchase had been 
carried on for at least a couple of years, 
and it is a fair thing to query the justifica­
tion of selling to this man the lease of 
Munuana which the Government thought 
was ~a v~r:v valuable proposition. At that 
particular time it was said on the authority 
of one of the geologists that the mine was 
no /-('OOd. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: What geologist? 

Mr. KELSO: I think it was a man namea 
Smith. On the strength of that statement 
the Mungana lease was sold to Mr. Rei<' 
by the Government. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: l'\o. 
Mr. KELSO : Well, the Mungana lease 

was forfeited, and Mr. Reid took it up. It 
was well known at the time that Munga.na 
was necessary to keep Chillagoe working. 
After Mr. Reid bought it--

Mr. DASH: Bought it from whom? 

Mr. KELSO: Bought it from the Go­
vernment. (Government dissent). It was 
given to him; anywa.y, he got it for a mere 
song. 

Mr. DASH: He took it up. 

Mr. KELSO: Money was then advanced 
by the Government in order that the mine 
could be developed, and we then have the 
peculiar spectacle, in face of all tha.t wa.s 
done, of ore being found in the mine again. 
The mine was previously said to have been 
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worthless. I would like to know why it was 
that the Government saw fit to. advance money 
to dewatcr and explore the mmeral wealth ot 
a miJJe that had just previously been 
declared worthless. That sounds rather 
fishy. Dr. J ensen is reported by the press 
on 3rd March, 1926, as ha vmg sa14, whPn 
commenting on the Oralla reservatiOn-

" The case is not analogous to the 
Ivlungana mine, as in t~at instance the 
Government was entering on a vast 
expenditure and should have reserved 
the :Y1ungana mine.·~ 

Mr. O'KEEFE: He contradicted that after· 
1-vards. 

Mr. KELSO : The hen. member may pro­
duce that contradiction; I am not aware of 
it. This statement appeared in print, and I 
am not prepared to accept any ora.! contra­
diction from an hon. member opposite. 

Mr. MooRE: He did not contradict it. 

Mr. KELSO: These facts cannot be con­
troverted. This mine was taken up by Mr. 
Reid. It was given to him by the Govern­
ment. The Government parted with a valu­
able property, which had suppli.ed Chil!agoe 
with plenty of ore, and was likely still to 
supply Chillagoe with more ore. In throw­
ing away such an asset of the country the 
Government deserve grave censure. It was 
said that a certain syndicate got together, 
and from information given to me from a 
reliable source I understand a synd1ca te was 
actually formed. The syndica~e originated 
with four persons, and I can giVe three <;mt 
of the four names. The first was Fredenck 
Reid, next E. G. Theodore, and then William 
McCormack. I do not know the fourth. 

The Premier, in interjection the other day, 
accused me of saying in public duri.ng tJ::e 
elections that he was not honest m th1s 
matter. That was because I took the trouble 
to follow this matter through the records of 
the Supreme Court-very fragmentary 
records-and found that a certain William 
McGormack was a holder of shares in the 
Mungana Company, Limited. The syndicate 
was floated into a company, and one ca_n 
perfectlv understand the reason, because 1t 
would not look well if the syndicate of four 
constituted the company, and the good old 
Companies Act allows a certain number of 
people in excess of that number to carry on 
as a limited liability company. The com­
pany was constituted of 20,ooq shares, 10,p00 
of which were allotted to Reid. Accordmg 
to the records there have never been any 
more than those 10,000 shares registered. 
There are twenty-nine shareholders, and the 
total number of shares issued is exactly 
10,000. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You have only three names 
out of the twenty.nine. 

Mr. KELSO: Necessarily there are •a 
number of dummies. If the hon. member 
knows anything about companies, he knows 
that one man and six dummies can form a 
company under the Companies Act. The 
other names represent a number of people 
not very well known, and who were merely 
put in to camouflage the thing when the 
venture was formed into a company, and l'dt·. 
William McCormack, the Premier of Queens­
land was a shareholder. During the Pre­
mie;'s Northern tour, instead of debating 
the matter and answering questions-and 
people were incensed about a public man 
being mixed up with the business-the hen. 
gentleman evaded the issue. I did not say 

1926-E 

at any time that the hon. gentleman was dis­
honest. I said, " Does he not think it to be 
a breach of his duty to the country? " I 
never said the Premier was dishonest. By 
" dishonest " I mean " dishonest according 
Lo the law " but there have been breaches of 
duty. Th~re is a legal dishonesty, an? there 
is a moral dishonesty; and what I said then 
I say again-I believe it was a breach of the 
hon. gentleman's duty to the country to be 
connected with this company when his 
interests in the company might conflict with 
his duty as a Minister of the Crown,. The 
Premier has demed that he was a Mm1ster of 
the Crown at the time of this transaction. 
The Hon. Mr. J ones, Secretary for Mines, 
stated distinctly that this proposition was 
referred to Mr. Theodore and to Mr. 
McCormack, who was then Home Secretary. 
Yet the Premier has denied that. He would 
lead you to believe this : " The inference 
might be drawn from it that it looks pretty 
fishy but I was not a Minister, and I never 
had 'anything to do with it." I say, ~n~esi. 
tatingly that Mr. McCormack was a Mm1ster 
of the Crown at the time this thing went 
through, and that makes it r::tore reprehen­
sible, because the people of this s.tate expect 
from a Minister of the State a higher order 
of morality than from an ordinary citizen. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in inferring that the Pre­
mier was guilty of improper conduct. 

Mr. KELSO: I was speaking generally of 
Ministers of the Crown. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. KELSO: However, I will not pursue 
that matter any further. 

There is one very notable omission from 
the Speech. That is,. there is no particular 
mention of the very disastrous drought whiCh 
is devastating the country at the present 
time. Roughly speaking, one-third of the 
sheep in the State are dead. I am also 
informed by those wJ::o know that, ~forti!-· 
nately there is practiCally no lambmg this 
year. 'The Premier and his colleagues at the 
time they went to the country knew per­
fectly well that a drought was raging, yet 
they camouflaged the position all along. 
They never told the country that at the end 
of the year things might be very bad; that, 
with one·third of the flocks dead, and recog­
nising that wool is responsible for two-thirds 
of our exports, the natural corollary was ~hat 
in twelve months at the very latest thmgs 
were going to be in a very bad way. It was 
the duty of the man occupying the position 
of Premier to issue a note of warning to the 
people of the State, and not to full sail 
ahead as though nothing was going to hap­
pen, when he knew perfectly well. that a 
parlous time was ahead. I am ~peakmg now 
as if we were all one party. It Is the duty of 
the captain of the ship to give a note ?f 
warning as to what is likely to happen w1thm 
the next few months. He ought not to go 
ahead at full sail and bring forward proposi­
tions involvino- the expenditure of millions of 
pounds just a: though the fair blue skies that 
wo see at the present time were goi':g .to con­
tinue. I ·do not want to be a pessimist, but 
I think that in twelve months' time the con· 
ditions in this State will be very bad indeed, 
and unfortunately, those conditions will 
readt most harshly on the worker in the long 
run. Hon. members know that. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You are not worrying about 
that. 

Mr Kelso.] 
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1\Tr. KELSO: Vve have more regard for 
the workers than hon. members on the other 
side. Their financial record is such that l 
believe that before long the workers, to use 
a vulgarism, are going to " get it in the 
neck." 

The hon. member for \Yarrego spoke the 
other day, and in his remarks on immigra­
tion he, with his usual courtesy, said that if 
l were coming into the Commonwealth, I 

would be kept out bee a use of 
[2 p.m.] lack of mentality. All I can sfLy 

is that if the hon. member for 
Warrego were applyinJ for admission, if a 
gentleman named Carrington was at the head 
of the Immigration Department, he also 
would be kept out. 

The hon. member advanced the theory that 
in the far '\V e~tern arcus railways "\verc neces­
sary, but should be built by those who were 
interested, or, at any rate. they should find 
the monev at low rates of interest or at no 
interest ~t all. If the hon. member is 
sincere in what he says, why did he not advo­
cate that particul(lr plan when the Mount 
Isa Railway was under consideration? VIe 
know that the Mount Isa Railway is a very 
costly affair. It is a railway which may or 
may not be a success, but it has to be a 
charge en the consolidated revenue of the 
State. 

Mr. FARRELL: Did not the company give 
some guarantee? 

An OPPOSITION MEli!BER: It might " go 
bung.'' 

Mr. KELSO : After all, as my friend says, 
it might "go bung." 

Mr. PEASE: They have to put up the 
guarantee in solid cash. 

Mr. KELSO : That is not so; the hon. 
member is drawing a red herring across the 
track. I am talking about the principle of 
the thing. It is colossal cheek on the part 
of the hon. member for \Varrego to come to 
this House, an a vowed enemy of the " beef 
barons" and the graziers, and tell us that the 
railways are necessary, but, as they will be 
for the aggrandisement of the " beef barons" 
and the sheep-breeders out West, those people 
ought to lend the money. 

Mr. HYNES: What do you call them? 
Mr. KELSO: T,hey have been called "beef 

barons " by hen. members opposite, who 
allow these terms to roll on their tongues 
until they become part of the national 
language to them. The hon. member for 
Warrego advocated that those who are parti­
cularly interested should find the money at 
low rates of interest or no interest at all, 
but in the case of Mount Isa, in which the 
hon. member admitted he was very largely 
interested, the boot is on the other foot. 

I congratnlate the hon. member for Chil­
lagoe on his first speech in this House, in 
which he was a verv candid critic of the Go­
vernment. He said very frankly that in 
mining matters the Government should have 
taken up quite a different position from what 
they 'have done, and that it was possible for 
the State mining enterprises to be run at a 
profit, and he also told us frankly that other 
enterprises run by private persons were run 
at a profit. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. C .• J. RYAN (Eacham): After follow­
ing thB hon. member for ::\undah in his 

[ 111 r. K elso. 

remarks. I feel a little diffident in proceed­
ing with some of the subjects on which I 
intended to speak. It "·ould appear to me 
that members of the Opposition take pride 
in looking at matters through a magnifying 
glass; or. in other words, through no glass 
at all, if I can be C'CCUsed for using the term. 
I listened with much attention to the hon. 
member for 1\iundah in regard to the 
Mmtgana leases. If there was one thing 
more than another which appealed to me, it 
1ms the fact that the hon. member displayed 
tlw ntwo<t ignora:JCo of the mbjcct which he 
dealt with. 

The PRE'\IIER: Xo more than he does on 
get' eral n1a ttorf:. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: He fails to recognise 
that there is a Mining Act in Queensland, 
and that eYery citizen has the right to go to 
a mining registrar's office to get a rniner's 
right and take out a kase in a mining area 
if he so dcsirQ~. 

l\1:r. KELSO: 'I'he Government could have 
kept that lease if they had wanted to do so. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: He first set out tO< 
claim that the Government sold the lease 
to Mr. Roid, and then he proceeded to, 
explain that Mr. Reid sold it to the Govern­
ment. This is the only point I wish tO< 
mention-that he sho1Yed the utmost ignor­
ance of the mining laws of this State in his 
idea as to how any individual may take up 

mining area. 
I wish to take this opportunity of thanking 

the electors of Each am for my return, and' 
also the Opposition for the assistance which 
they gave me. (Government laughter.) At 
the by-election held last January the state­
ment was made, and it was often quoted, 
that Bverything was leading tD the defeat 
of the Labour candidate; but the anival of 
the leader of the Opposition with his staff· 
completely spoiled the issue for my opponent. 
I believe that, if the members of the Opposi­
tion had not gone into the Eacham electorate, 
possibly we might have lost the seat by their­
distortion of facts. By stretching thins:s in 
general, the 'rotary hold-up, and the railway 
strike, the press were responsible for creat­
ing an atmosphere against this paTty, for, 
of course. the Labour party were blamed for 
the whole thing; but the arrival of the 
leader of the Opposition created a different 
atmosphere altogether. When they stated 
their case, which up till then the people of 
the Eacham and Chillagoc electorates had 
been reading in the newspapers, inspired by 
certain gentlemen, the vei·y people who were 
responsible for the statements criticising the 
Labour party and the Government and the 
Labour movement as a whole were the men 
who defeated the Opposition candidate. It 
may be said that I am rather harsh. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You 
speak more in sorrow than in anger. 

Mr. C. J. RY AN: As the Minister says, 
I speak more in sorrow than in anger. These 
individuals were so astonished to see North 
Queensland, which hitherto they had known 
nothing- about, although t'hey criticised the 
Government which havo done so much for­
that portion of the State, that they had tO' 
mention the fact that they had not previously 
visited it. Had it not been that the Govern­
ment had opened a railway to the North 
within the last two years, they would never­
have visited it yet. I mention this in pass­
ing, because in spite of all the criticism 
which was levelled at the Government and' 
at the Labour party, the Opposition, when 
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they were defeated, ,relied on the same old 
cry about stacking the rolls. I have heard 
nothing 0lso since I came into this House, 
and that is the reason they always give as 
lo why the Opposition have not been returned 
to power. If they could hit upon something 
new and were not at all times guilty of 
repetition such as we have heard here this 
morning, and such as we have heard ever 
since 1916--

Mr. KELSO: You cannot repeat the truth 
too often. 

Mr. C. J. RY~\N: Let me tell the hon. 
member that. if they do not get something 
new, the present generation will regard them 
as a s0t of troglodytes, and will not take any 
notice of them. Thev have fallen back on 
the old cry of sta&ing the rolls, and I 
mention the matter because I have not had 
an opportunity of replying to their allega­
tions before. I tried to get something into 
the press dm·ing January last and also in 
May, after the count in the Eacham elec­
torate at the general election was partially 
completed. 

The Northern press, inspired by the Oppo­
sition, were not prepared to accept a true 
statement of the position. 'l'he Northern 
press sought to tell the people that a large 
number of voters had drifted into the 
Eacham electorate, thereby swelling the 
number on the roll. We find that there was 
no such great increase after all. On the 
13th May last I wrote the returning officer 
at Atherton asking him what increase had 
taken place in the Eacham roll, how many 
narnes had been struck off the roll, and the 
number of absent votes recorded to date. 
At that time I was leading at the poll, and 
continued that lead till the final count. 
This is the reply I received :-

" Court House, 
" Atherton, 13th May, 1926. 

"C. J. Rya.n, Esq., M.L.A., 
"Atherton. 

"Dear Mr. Ryan,-In reply to your 
queries of the 12th instant I have to 
advise you as follows:-

"(1) During the period from 1st 
January to the 9th April, 1926, the under­
mentioned numbers of names were added 
to the official Eacham roll used in con­
nection with the poll on the 8th idem:-

Athcrton Division 636 
Cairns Division 285 
Innisfail Division 28 

Total 949 
" (2) During the same period there 

were expunged from such roll :-
Atherton Division 460 
Cairns Division 231 
Innisfail Division 59 

Total 750 
" (3) Up to the present the votes 

allowed under section 69 have been cast 
in the following electorates:-

Cairns ... 190 
Chillagoe .. . 73 
Cook 13 
Herbert ... 62 
Mundingburra 4 

Total ... 342 
"Yours faithfully, 

"M. DWYER 
''Returning Officer for 'Eacham." 

The press stated that a large number of 
people came into the Eacham electorate, 
They inferred that some mythical individual& 
entered the electorate and recorded their 
Yotes. I want to tell the Opposition for their 
information that the Eacham doctorate is one 
of the richest and most! fertile spoh in Queens­
land. Its resource" and potentialities are 
perhaps greater than those in most parts of 
Australia, and the population will increase 
very considerably-perhaps to a greater 
extent in proportion than any other part of 
Queensland. That is something, of which 
members of the Opposition were not aware. 

Mr. KELSO: That is only an assumption. 
Mr. C. J. RYAN: It is not an assump­

tion; I am stating facts. Hon. members 
opposite also stated that the return of the 
Labour party was due to t.he influence of the 
nomadic voters. Let me inform those hon. 
members opposite that, if there were not 
190 votes from Eacham polled in the Cairns 
electorate on election day or any day in the 
year if an election was held, Cairns would 
not. be in its present prosperous position, since· 
It IS the natural outlet for the Eacham elec­
torate, and trains run daily from all parts 
of the electorate both on the coastal side 
and on the Tableland. Are hon. members 
opposite prepared to say that the nomadic 
worker is not entitled to exercise the 
franchise in Queensland? If they are then 
let them come out in the open and say 'so. I 
know that they contemplate in the back of 
their minds foisting such a set of conditions 
upon the people of Queensland if they are 
ever returned to power. They are continu­
ally harping upon the nomadic worker and 
the influence of the nomadic vote. After all, 
what is the nomadic vote? The right to vote 
is something that we should maintain. It is 
the common basis of all citizenship. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. C. J. RYAN: Queensland is a country 

of seasonal industries. The most prosperous. 
industries in the State are seasonal. Our 
primary industries are seasonal. Are we 
going to say to the people engaged in those· 
industries that no provision will be made for 
them to have a vote in our elections as now 
obtains under the Commonwealth 'electoral 
law? Under the latter law workers engaged 
in seasonal industries in Queensland are dis­
franchised, and well do they know it. Are 
the Opposition prepared to say to the people 
of Queensland engaged in those industries 
that they no longer shall have the right to 
exercise the franchise because they are not 
engaged in permanent employment? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: They 
cannot "Bulcock " the rolls to-day; that is 
what is wrong. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: The Opposition have 
made the statement that large numbers of 
men are put on public works at election time. 
The only reply that I can give to that state­
ment is that prior to the advent of the 
present Government men were dismissed 
from public works several months before an 
election to prevent them exercising the fran­
chise. 

Mr. KELSO: You are romancing. 
Mr. C. J. RYAN: I listened with interest 

to the members of the Opposition discussing 
the land question. I have been waiting for 
a number of years to grasp something which 
would be of use to the people on the land 
and to the man who is opening up and 
developing it in certain portions of this 

Mr. C. J. Ryan.] 
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groat State. The opponents of Labour in 
regard to our land policy adopt the role of 
carping critics and armchair philosophers. 
They make no statement which can be con­
strued as being something of a constructive 
nature. They continually hold that the 
leasehold policy of the Labonr party is 
destroying land settlement. 

Mr. BRAND:. Is not that the truth? 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: There is nothing in 
that statement, and well they know it. They 
know that wrapped up in the question of 
land development is the question of finance, 
but the question of finance is not going to 
get over it. If that is not so, then we must 
turn to other parts of the world in which my 
friends opposite are deeply interested, and, 
in fact, have invested a large amount of 
money in a Crown colony which has adoJ?ted 
the principle of leasehold tenure contamed 
in our Land Act, the principal exception 
being that reappraisement is made every 
thirty years instead of fifteen years. I now 
refer to the Crown colony of Kenya. Some 
members of the Opposition are deeply 
interested in that colony, and have i_nvested 
their money there. I refer to the V tctonan 
Nyanza Sugar Company, which is exploiting 
nigger labour. I have a list of the share­
holders of that company, and among these 
are the hon. members for Burnett, Stanley, 
and Burrum. They are interested to the 
extent of several thousands of pounds in that 
-concern. They tell us here that we are 
making no real progress in land settlement. 
I am prepared to admit that all is not well 
with the man on the land. I have had some 
knowledge of land settlement in different 
parts of Australia. In fact, I am interested 
in the question. 

Mr. BRAND: What is your tenure-freehold 
or leasehold? 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: I am not so fortunate 
as the hon. member. I am supposed to have 
freehold tenure, but it will take me many, 
many years to pay it off. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BRAND: Why didn't you turn it into 

leasehold? 
Mr. C. J. RYA~: For the simple reason 

-that I am not in a position to turn it into 
leasehold. I have to pay private enterprise 
for my land, and to pay enhanced values 
that no Government s·hould allow to become 
established. All is not well with the man on 
the land, but it is not a question of land 
tenure. 

If the Opposition want to assist land settle­
ment in Australia, it would be helpful tf 
they realised that it is simply a matter of 
finance. ·when the Commonwealth Bank was 
established the founders of that bank had it 
in their minds that the bank would be 
standing behind land settlement in Australia. 
Later the policy of the bank was influenced 
bv financiers and that made it impossible 
for the bank to function as its originators 
rlesired. Had the Commonwealth Bank 
functioned in the direction originally 
intended, it would now be standing behind 
the man on the land in Australia, and pro­
bably tne present burden would not be placed 
on the backs of our agriculturists, particu­
larly in Queensland. I am against the policy 
of advancing a man money and then losing 
all interest in the venture. I believe a system 
of finance should be established, and I hope 
that it will come in time, whereby a man 
will have the opportunity to get an addi-

[Mr. C. J. Ryan. 

tional adva!lce after money is advanced to 
him by a bt1nk-whether it be the Agricul­
tural Bank or the Commonwealth Bank­
and although the bank may have said, " Go 
on; that is enough for you to put your pro­
perty in a profitable position." Time is the 
essence of t'lO contract with the farmer, the 
same as with any other man, and when he 
suddenly wakes up and realises that a certain 
additional sum is necessary-contingencies 
may have arisen over which he has no con­
trol-it should be thG duty of the bank to see 
that he gets that money. That makes pro­
vision for interest and redemption. The 
additional few hundred pounds may make the 
difference between success and failure. The 
lack of finance is the reason why many men 
fail on the lund. It is hypocritical for the 
Opposition to say that if that man were 
given freehold tenure his troubles would end, 
and h<Y would be in a position to raise the 
money. They fought the elections on the 
same issue in New Zealand, and tenures were 
changed from leasehold to freehold, with 
the result that to-day many of the men who 
sold the freeholds are now leasing them from 
private enterprise, and the man who 
originally was on leasohold lands has drifted 
b:wk to them. So far as our Land Acts are 
concerned, with the many amendments that 
have taken place, the position is somewhat 
complicated. I believe it might be possible 
so to recons~ruct them that the people of 
Queensland would understand them readily, 
and would not have to go to other people to 
have them interpreted. I would support a 
commission of inquiry into the Land Acts and 
land settlement in this State and in other 
parts of the world. It is a question that this 
House will have seriously to consider sooner 
or later. No countrv on the face of the earth 
has yet solved the "land problem, and as a 
member of the Labour party I am prepared 
to admit that we do not know all there is -to 
know about land settlement. If a com­
mission of inquiry were appointed with full 
powers to inquire into all phases of the land 
question and report to this House;, it would 
be of much use in later years. That would 
be a good thing, as it would remove many 
of the false impressions created by the 
opponents of Labour, as well as being an 
education to both sides of the House. We 
would in future, perhaps, be guided by the 
evidence obtained, and much good would 
accrue. The true Yalue of land can only be 
gauged by what it produce'. Yet we find 
members of the Opposition continually telling 
the people that with a return to freehold 
they would have a better chance of financing 
their undertakings. I know land enhances 
in value, and by nature we are all specu­
lators: but any Government are to be com­
rnenrled who make an attempt to protect the 
national resources of this State, and keep 
them out of the hands of the big speculators. 

The Government are to be congratulated 
upon the very satisfactory and practical 
results they have achieved in the way of 
stabilising the agricultural industry. As a 
Northern member I am prepa·red to say that 
much goorl has been achieved by the pooling 
system, and I believe that greater results will 
be 'achieved in the future. The harvest of 
the Tableland is now being gathered, and 
they have a record crop of somewhere near 
24,000 tons of maize. I compiled some figures 
up to the 20th of last month. Deliveries 
of maize at the silo had commenced at that 
date, and approximately 4,000 tons had been 
received, and there were 8,000 tons on order. 
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This maize is available, and every effort is 
being made to supply sufficient rolling-stock 
for carrying the maize. I wish to commend 
the Secretary for Railways ;and the Commis­
sioner on. their attempt to relieve the position. 
in the North. The Atherton maizegrower in 
the past has not been in so good a position as 
other sections of the community. The board 
has gained considerable experience during the 
last two years, and the treatment of the 
maize in the silo has proved to he satis­
factory. The hoa·rd is now in a position to 
state that the price of Atherton maize on the 
Tableland is-

For Cairns, £16 10s. per ton = Ss. 3d. per 
bushel. 

For Townsvillc, £14 15s. per ton = 7s. 
4~d. per bushel. 

For Mackay, £13 5s. per ton = 6s. 7fd. 
per bu he!. 

For Rockhampton, £12 10s. per ton = 6s. 
3d. per bushel. 

'['he board has met with competition from 
South African maize. This again is where 
many of our critics condemn the maize pool, 
and say that we should not protect local 
industry against South African maize. 
Great patriots! 

Mr. BRAND: Who says that? 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: The hon. member for 
one. 

Mr. BRAND : Don't be silly. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: Many people this year 
bought Atherton maize in preference to the 
South African product. This is due to the 
satisfactory treatment that our maize is now 
receiving on the Tableland. It is equal to, if 
not much better than, any South African 
maize that is coming into Australia. 

Mr. CLAYTON interjected. 

~fr. C . .J. RYAN: I understand that the 
ban. member in delivering a speech during 
the by-election in Atherton told a crowd 
of farmers that, whilst land on the Atherton 
Tableland was much better than the land at 

Nanango, the maize grown at 
[2.30 p.m.] Nanango was superior. One 

of the farmers went home and 
brought a tin of maize back >tnd put it out 
at the hon. member's feet to give a practical 
illustration. (Laughter.) In my opinion it is 
ur.fortunate that the Southern. maize people 
did not fall into line with the Northern 
maizegrowers and form a Queensland pDol. 
l notice that many of the Opposition mem­
bers are op:Jv,cd to that. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Mention the name of a 
member of the Opposition who is opposed 
tu the pool. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN: You did not support it. 
Mr. CLAYTON: I did support it. 
The SPEAKER: Order l The hon. mem­

ber for Eac1,am must address the Chair. 
Mr. C .• T. RY AN: I am not making wild 

statements. An examination of Brisbane 
prices show that Southern Queensland 
producers .bave apparently not been receiv­
ing thG f-111 reward of their labours; and on 
taking out the figures for five years with 
respect to the prices Dn the Sydney market 
the following average pric<'s are shown:-

1919 20 
1920-21 
1921·22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

Per bushel. 
s. d. 
811 
6 6 
5 2 
6 1 
5 1 

Those are the prices that were paid in ~he 
Sydney market for southern-grown maize. 
The Queensland producers of maize did not 
realise this price. 

There is another factor which obtains in 
the situation in which they are selling their 
maize. Figures which have been taken 
out show that in the period between J an­
nary and October, 1925, 223,870 bus.hels of 
maize were expDrted frDm Austraha, but 
from the very next month of November, 
1925 to February, 1926, 144,256 bushels of 
mai~e were imported into Australia froJTI 
South Africa, which is a somewhat paradoxi­
cal uosition. Could anything be more abs.urd 
than that 1 Not even hon. members opposite r 
(Government laughter.) The price of maize 
during the period has frequently been down 
as low as 3s. a bushel, yet it has been sold 
at the prices quoted by me during those 
vears or at a minimum of 5s. ld. I ask 
the ~eople in South QuGensland wh:y they 
have not received that profit 1 Evidently 
there has been someone in between who has 
been exploiting the Southern maizegrowe.rs. 
If we had established a Queensland maize 
pool the Southern growers would have b~en 
protected. I hope that the Southern maize­
growers will eventually COJTIC into the pool 
and assist the Northern maizegrowers to get 
a price which will allow them to make a 
living. 

I also wish to compliment the Government 
on the effods they have made in regard to 
the dairying industry. .Some result has be.en. 
achieved alreadv bv then attempt to stabilise 
the industry, and n;ore will be achieved. The 
position the industry is in is rather unfortu­
nate, and I may agree with many memb~rs 
of the Opposition who say tha~ . the dair_Y 
fa:nner is not in a V8'fY good position, and IS 
perhaps not getting a _fair return for the 
labour he puts mto the mdustry; ~';lt by the 
efforts of the Government to stabihse It--

I,~r. CLAYTON: Which Government? 

Mr. C. J. RYA:\f: The Labour Govern­
m·r.t who have initiated most of the pro­
gressive legislation which is protect_ing the 
man on the land. I have here some mterest­
ing figures which will be of benefit to hon. 
members opposite. Some sections of ~he 
public complain about the prices whJCh 
farmers are receiving. They feel that the 
man on the land sometimes gets too much 
for his produce; but for the benefit of _all 
concerned, ar.d particul.arly of th<; farmmg 
section of the commumty, who view every 
movement which the Labour party makes 
from a hostile standpoint, they should rem~m­
ber that if they want the benefit of pnce­
fc{ing, they must nDt lower _the standard of 
living or of wages in any .mdustry. Some 
people are continually harpmg on the ques­
tion of high wages, and to the farmer I wa':t 
to s>ty that if he wants a good price for his 
product he can only get it by ·having in his 
own. a~ well as in other industries, a well­
n>.id worker. It is easy tD bring about a 
~vstem "·herein the purchasing community. is 
not able to pay for the commoditi_es whlCh 
some other section produces. I qmte agree 
with many people that the prices of commo­
dities may be raisnd too high, but on the 
other hand, unless the industrial worker and 
the consumer generally have sufficient pur­
chasing power, it is no use talking about 
increased prices of butter or any other com­
mDdity. I h>tve met many farmer~ wh?­
disagree with this view, but the more mtelh­
gent accept the principle as quite correct. 

Mr. C. J. Ryan.] 
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It would be easy to bring about in Queens­
land a set of conditions similar to those which 
~xis"ted twenty to thirty years ago and more 
m different parts of Australia, where I have 
seen many farmers adjacent to largo indus­
~rial centres carr;;ing butter in their baskets 
mto the to'o<·ns and selling it at 6d. and 7d. 
per lb., and perhaps finding themselves 
unable to do even that. That rc<ult was due 
to the fact th~t thoro was not sufficient money 
rn the pockets of the industrial workers to 
pay for the butter, with the result that their 
wives and families had to go without and 
substitute something else. 

.:Vlr. WALKER: Where was this? 

Mr. C. J. RY A;\;: I could give you many 
places. but I shall merely ouote ono of the 
larr;-ert indusil'ial cenh:es • in Australia­
Lithgow. 

Mr. \YALKER: How long ago? 

}fr. C. J. RYAN: This was over twenty 
years ago. (Opposition laughter.) I have 
boon there. and I was one of the men 
t~at carried !t. .The workers were paid so 
h~tle that then w1vcs and families had to do 
Without some of the neccc.rities of life. That 
could happen in Queensland. The man on 
the basic wag<' in Queensland at pre?ent is 
perhaps not able to purchase as much in the 
way of butter and other necessaries of life 
for his wife and family as he would like to 
purch~se. The point I desi-re to make is 
that, 1£ the farmer is not receiving sufficient 
for his work and is not obtaininO' at least 
an am~ml!t equivalent to the b~sic wage 
from h1s mdustry, .then it is his duty to co­
ojwrate and orgamse so that he can obtain 
sufficient t'? return him at least the equivalent 
of the ?asJC wage, plus an amount necessary 
to pay mterest and redemption. 

:iYir. NDTT: And work a 4-'-hour week 

Mr. C. J. RY AN: Perhaps he is entitled 
to work a 44-hour week, as the hon. gentle­
man ~aJTS. The hon. gentleman does not 
work s1xteen hours. These figures show 
clearly the return to the Queensland cream 
supplier:-

Local Market. 

One-third of Queensland's pro­
duction, at 205s. 4d. per cwt. 

Deduct-

s. d. 

1 10 

Paterson stabilisation levy 000 1!d. 
Cost of manufacture and ·dis· 

tribution {local market) (a 
fayourably situated factory) 2~d. 0 4;!, 

Net 1 Si 

Overseas lf:l(lrket. 

Two-thirds of Queensland's pro-
duction, 170s. per cwt. 1 6 

Decluct-
Paterson stabilisation levy oo• 1~d. 
Coet of manufacture and dis­

tribution (overseas market) 
(a favourably situated fac-
tory) 4£d. 

Deduct-
Sic!. 

Pater.mn stabilisation bonus oo• 3d. 
0 2~ 

Net 1 31,-
0ne pound of butter sold on the local ma·rket 
at 1s. 5~d. net to the supplier and 2 lb. 

[Mr. C. J. Ryan. 

sold on the oversea market at 1s. 3£d. net 
to the supplier show the return to the cream 
supplier of 1s. 4d. per lb. 

Mr. \VALKER: Your figures are very reck­
less. 

Mr. C. J. RYAi\': They are not reckless. 
That is all the cream supplier is getting 
out of the indust-n·. It all comes back to 
the question of over-production. If we are 
to make our railways pay, we must give 
serious thought to our problem of production. 
The opponents of Labour are continually 
crying, "Produce, produce!" Yet we find 
that on every ton of sugar produced beyond 
Australian requirements and every pound of 
butter produced beyond Australian require· 
ments there is a distinct loss to the producers. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man has exhausted tbe time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : If the usual 
courtesy of the House had not been extended 
U a new member, many of the statements 
made by the hon. member for Eacharn would 
not have passed unchallenged. I would com­
mend to the hon. gentle:nan for his close 
study the publication entitled " Queensland 
Politics During Sixty Years,'' b,y Charles 
Arrowsmith Bernays. I would specially 
requeot the hon. member to read closely the 
histon of "one adult one vote." He dealt 
at son1e length with the attitude of this party 
in connection with elections, and I want to 
remind the hon. member emphatically that 
there is no connection whatever between the 
present Labou-r Government and the principle 
of " one adult one vote." That was intro­
duced first of all by the Commonwealth 
Governnwnt before the present Stato Govern­
ment were thought of, anJ it was brought 
into operation in Queensland by the Morgan 
Administration, which was not Labour. 

I also wish to take the opportunity of deal­
in<" for a little time with an Act which hon. 
members opposite have dealt with frequently. 
I have no hesitation in stating that the Go­
vernment arc notorious for breaking the laws 
of this State. They have broken more in 
reg·ard to elections than possibly with respect 
to any other matter. They know perfectly 
well that the Electoral Districts Act has 
been flagrantly broken, and, as a result, 
some twcnty·six members are holding their 
seats because of this fact. ·what we in 
Queensland to-day require more than any­
thi"g else is an honest method of representa­
tion in this House. I shall proceed to show 
how the Act has been infringed. The Act of 
1910 was introduced with the object of 
equalising the value of Yotcs. We know that 
it is impossible to allocate the sawc number 
of electors to each electorate, therefore the 
Act a !!owed a manrin of one-fifth, more or 
kss. The quota for the last election was 6,641, 
le1ving a margin either 'vay of 1,328. I de~ 
oire to make this definite statement-that I 
am one of those hon. members \Yho have been 
cl0ctcd on a s:·stem by which the law has not 
been obeyed. Instead of having a margin of 
1.328. I had a margin on the high side-a 
margin of over 3,000 votes. That is a suffi­
cient indication to show that some rectifica­
tion of the law is required. I emphatically 
sa,, that the basic principle of representation 
in Parliament has been thwarted, that public 
opinion at the last election was disregarded, 
and th"t partv interests prevailed where they 
never should have prevailed. Let us examine 
the position ,a little closer. There are 
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twenty members of the Opposition and 
eight<Oen members on the Government 
benches with quotas above that allowed by 
this Act. There would be nothing to cavil 
at if that were the only complaint, but we 
find that below the statutory limit of 20 per 
-cent. the Opposition are represented by nine 
seats, and the Government by twPnty-five. 
The Government representation is very 
strong in those electorates where the number 
of votes is below that allowed under the Act. 

Mr. DASH: You may say that. 
Mr. KERR: I do say so emphatically. 

The hon. member knows that, when the redis­
tribution of seats took place, the polling 
booths which gave a majority for Labour 
were collected together and made safe seats 
for the Government. 

GovERKl'II'ENT MEMBERS: What rot! 

Mr. KERR: I can quote my own elec­
torate. The Kelvin Grove electorate was 
made a safe Labour seat by taking from 
Enoggera and placing within it all polling 
booths that gave a majority for Labour can­
didates. 

Mr. LLOYD: You could not have kept your 
old seat in the 1923 election. 

Mr. KERR: I kept it before its boundaries 
were altered. Every centre that gave me a 
majority increased that majority at the last 
election. and there is nothing to indicate that 
this would not have been so if the boundaries 
had remained unaltered. 

Mr. LLOYD: Nothing excepting the actual 
figure'. 

Mr. KERR: I have had no difficulty in 
SUCC0

'· Jully contesting the electorate. I want 
to cmph~sise the fact that the representation 
in this Parliament to-clay is not G:l a clemo­
Cl'atic and sound basis. The polling booths 
that gave Labour m-;jorities were collected 
together on the redistribution, and consti­
tuted a Labour seat. ·where thev ha-:1 a 
chance of winning they were fortified l.•y 
other polling booths giving them a chance, so 
consolidating the position. The Government 
have no right to depart from the legislation 
of this countrv. Whv should some twentv-six 
members of this House be entitled to their 
seats if the law of the country is not being 
carried out? An independent, unbiassed 
redistribut;on of the electorates is required, 
so that the principle of onfl vote one value 
will hold good throughout the State. 

Mr. PEASE: As they have in Victoria? 

Mr. KERR : I am not now in Victoria 
The GovernmEnt should have an inclepenclont 
tribunal to adjudicate on this matter at this 
stage. No hon. member can say th'\0 the last 
redistribution was unbiassed. It was biassed 
in eYcr:v way. I can take hon. members to 
maps of elcetora.tes looking like archipela­
goes, speciallv designed to make them 
Labour strongholds. 

Mr. \\"rxsTAXLEY: You are thinking of the 
1910 redistribution. 

Mr. KERR: I am talking of the last redis-
tribution. 

Mr. vVrKSTANLEY: No. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. KERR : I hope the hon. member will 
accept my as.mrancc that I am dealing with 
the lost redistribution. 

Thoro is another point I desire to deal with 
which concerns about a quarter of a million 
people in the Greater Brisbane area. I want 

to -draw attention to the zig-zag tactics of ths 
Government in connection with their attitude 
towards the '\!Vater and Sewerage Board. If 
there is anything more deplorable than that 
attitude, I want to know what it is. To-clay 
a Minister gives a certain decision, and 
to-morrow he does not know where he stands. 
[t is time we had a definite policy, so t,hat a 
Minister will be able to say exactly where he 
stands. I have never known anything "O 

scandalous as the a ttitucle of the Secretary 
for Public Works in connection with the 
Water and Sewerage Board. The outstand­
ing fe:1ture is that there is a lack of decision 
on the part of the Minister which has cost 
the ratepayers quite a considerable amount 
of monev. I want it understood that I am 
not refe;ring at this stage to the veto of the 
Government. The Government can please 
themselves, and I consider it right to havo 
legislation to give the Government a power 
o'f veto when necessary. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have 
used those powers. 

Mr. KERR: I "·ill not say that I agree 
with the methods of the appraisement on 
unimproved values, but Ministcro are creat­
ing a hopeless muddle in connection with the 
Vi' a ter and Sewerage Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Absolute 
nonsense. 

Mr. KERR: I have not yet started. The 
hon. gentleman is anticipating me. No hon. 
member can deny that the Water and Sewer­
age Board. costing nearly £7,000,000, is to­
dav in a chaotic condition. I say again that 
the Government are responsible to a large 
extent. In regard to an undertaking such as 
that, the board should not be appointed on 
the adult franchise of the people. It should 
be under the control of experts or an expert. 
There is no question about that. 

The SECRE~ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
oprosecl to the people hr.ving a vote. 

'C.h. KERR: I am ab,olutely in connec­
tion with the \Vater and ScwNage Board. 
The hon. gcnt1cinvn n'light just as ·y,-ell apply 
ihc princinlc to the Main Roads Board. I 
am sorr:v' that the Secretary for Public 
\York' is not in his place just now, becJuoo 
this is a mnt important matter. On 28th 
June the Minister said-

" Anv alteration in the present basis 
of tax.ati~n \Yould involve an amend­
ment of the Act before it could be 
rnado:=- effcctiYc." 

On 30th Jnh last vear tho hon. gentlc­
r•w . had a cl iffcrcnt opinion altos-ether. He 
cntirclv misled Parliament in this mettcr, 
and o; the ~trcngth of his opinion ns ex­
pn 'sed on 30th July, 1925. in reply t? a 
~ue;tion asked by me, the Mctropohtan 
\\"ator and Seworafic Board went to the 
trouble of accepting a contract and involv­
jng th·.' rat"paycrs in the expendih1ro of a 
lot. of nconev. 

'rh.: 
boa·rd 

SEC'RET \RY FOR A G RICULTTJRE : 
does not take any notice of 

The 
your 

quc~t OlB. 

fir. KEHH: I happen to know that they 
did hkc ""tico of m:v question. This is the 
quc3tion thet I asked the Secretary for 
Pablic \Vorks~ 

"1. \Vas it at his instigation or with 
his approval that the Metropolitan 
\V a tor and SowcrafSe Board secured 
information in regard to the rental value 
of properties? 

llfr. Krrr 'i 
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" 2. To bring about an alteration of 
the present system of computation 
would the Act require amendment? 

"The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) re­
plied-

1. The Metropolitan Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board is empowered 
under section 97 (2) of the Metropoli­
tan Water Supply and Sewerage Acts, 
1909-1923, to collect information regard­
ing the rental value of properties. 

2. No. The board under Part 
VIII., sections 88 and 90, of the 
Metropolitan Water Supply and 
Sewerage Acts, 1909-1923, shall define 
by by-laws the basis upon which water 
and sewerage rates shall be assessed." 

There we have a Minister of the Crown 
saying that it would not involve an amend­
ment. A few days afterwards the Minister 
had a different opinion. A few days later­
on 2nd July-the Minister had another 
opinion and he said he-

"found that under clause 38 of Schedule 
II. of the Act the board had conferred 
upon it the necessary power to alter, if it 
deemed necessary, the basis of rating." 

Surely, the hon. gentleman has enough 
knowledge of his d0partment to know what 
he is speaking about. Why should the rate­
payers be up in the air and be put in such 
a position that they do not know where they 
are? They have been told frankly that they 
have been messed about in this matter, and 
the position is a deplorable one. The Minister 
wont so far as to say that "if the Act did 
not provide it he would go so far as to 
validate the board's action should it be 
required." The Minister, after misleading 
the board for months and months and mak­
ing them put the ratepayers to great expense, 
comes along and vetoes what has been done. 
The Government stepped ever the Minister, 
and said the Minister was entirely wrong, 
and they vetoed the whole proposal. 

The SECRETAFY FOR AGRICULTURE : You 
know perfectly vcell that you are not stating 
the case fairly. The Government's right of 
veto did not apply until the board asked us 
to gazette their by-laws making the change. 

Mr. KERR: In drawing that fine line of 
demarcation, the Minister is only quibbling. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You aro 
net stating the position correctly. 

Mr. KERR: I am stating the position as 
correctly as I know how. In answer to a 

question I asked in the House 
[3 p.m.] the representative of t,he Govern-

ment said that the board had 
ample power, and that, if they had not got 
the power, the Minister in charge of the 
department would take the necessary action 
to obtain it. What more ,do you want than 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
misrepresenting the position. 

Mr. KERR: I am not. The hen. gentle­
~an says the board have never applied for 
It, but under the by-laws tl;lere was ne 
necessity_ to ask for it. The hon. gentleman 
has nothmg to say in that regard. The time 
IS opportune for the Government to give 
deep and serious consideration to the posi­
tion of the Metropolitan Water and Sewer­
age Board. There seems to be no desire on 
tho part of the Greater Brisbane Ceuncil to 
take over this great department. The 

[Mr. Kerr. 

gentlemen sitting round the table in the 
board office are in a hopeless position, and 
are turning to the Government to eapita.lise 
their undertaking. I was at a deputation 
and heard these gentlemen speak en the 
questien. They said that the ratepayers 
were at their wits' end and that the limit had 
been reached, and they did not know which 
way to turn to get rates. If that is the 
position the board is in, the Government 
should recognise that to save the people 
expense the time is ripe to do away with the 
board. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How do you know it is 
right? 

Mr. KERR: The rates will go up in 1930 
by £275,000 on the present basis. The ratC)! 
levied in 1925 amounted to £491,000. That 
shows that the rates will have to go up 
nearly 50 per cent. The water rates to-day 
are very oppres"ive, and they are hitting the 
small householders in the metropolitan area, 
the people in which constitute more than a 
quarter of the population of Queensland. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I will bet you that there 
are not 5 per cent. of the householders 
growling. 

Mr. KERR: I can assure the hon. member 
that his information is wrong. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is not. 
Mr. KERR: There are growls every day. 
Mr. HARTLEY: Not from the householders. 
Mr. KERR: I have filled in dozens of 

complaints. What we want on the board is 
an expert or experts to deal with the whole 
thing. 

Mr. FERRICKS : There a few experts on the 
present board. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member is quite 
right. There are a few experts on the present 
board but the hon. member fails to under­
stand' that these gentlemen are paid £1 1s. 
or £2 2s. for a couple of hours a week, and 
this is an undertaking involving an expendi­
ture of £7,000,000. It will pay the rate­
payers to give a man £10,000 a. year to 
devote his whole time to the subject and get 
good results. The members of the board 
do not know how much the scheme is going to 
cost or when it is ~oing to be completed. 
Hon. members opposite may think they will 
lose a certain amount of propaganda matter 
if they take away the adult franchise from 
the people in connection with the contrcl of 
the board. The people are calling for a 
reform of the boar·d. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What about you taking 
it on? 

Mr. KERR : The hon. member knows per­
fecth- well that I am not competent, and I 
retui·n the compliment by saying that he is 
entirely incompetent. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will cease replying to interjections. 

Mr. KERR: We have had a great deal of 
discus3ion on the important matter of the 
increase in railway fares and freights. While 
I want at this stage to deal with the railways, 
it is just as well to ask who is to blame in 
regard to the increased fares on the Brisbane 
tramways. Who is responsible for it? The 
Brisbane Tramway Trust and the Greater 
Brisbane Council have made a very great 
success of the tramway undertaking, so far 
as I can judge. 'I'he position of the tramway 
undertaking is that, if you add together the 
dividends paid by Mr. Badger in one year 
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and the loss made last year, the total will 
not be as much as the interest now being 
paid by the Brisbane City Council on the 
undertaking-showing that, if the same 
conditions in regard to finance obtained now 
as when Mr. Badger was there, it would be 
showing a profit. Who is to blame for the 
position? Is it not a well-known fact that, 
when Mr. Theodore went to the old country, 
he made very large concessions in regard to 
the conversion loan? Do we not know that 
he was to blame for purchasing the under­
taking at the fabulous price which was paid 
for it? Is it not a fact that he had to make 
concessions to get the conversion loan money, 
and that the tramway dispute was settled at 
the same time? 

Mr. F ARRELL : Take Mr. Macrossan's view. 

Mr. KERR: It may be his opinion,. but 
that does not interest me at all. I am 
interested in this fact-that we have reliable 
men on the City Council, and that Alderman 
Watson said that £611,000 of the plant would 
have to be scrapped, so that the system was 
obsolete. We know that no valuation was 
made of the system before it was taken over. 
Had it been taken over at a reasonable 
valuation,, the tramway system would have 
been paymg its way, and there would have 
been no increase in the fares on the trams in 
Brisbane to-day. You cannot get away from 
the fact that there has been a good deal of 
controversy in the press, but my desire is not 
to answer the point which has been raised in 
regard to depreciation and so on. My desire 
is to show that, if the Government had taken 
up the question in a proper way and even 
spent a few thousand pounds on a proper 
valuation and handled the matter as it should 
have been handled, the people would not be 
called upon to pay high taxation, as they 
are called upon to do to-day. 

Mr. HARTLEY : Y on know very well they did 
get a proper valuation. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member is talking 
through his hat. About the only thing valued 
in the tramway undertaking was the chimney 
stack in Countess street. They started on 
the shop, and they put a few documents into 
a tin. and there the documents remain. Mr. 
Theo.dore went to England and bought the 
undertaking at a fabulous price, and now the 
people have to pay interest on that fabulous 
price. If the hon. member cannot see that 
the people arc paying interest on a fabulous 
price, he has not brains to call his own. 
That is the sort of financial arrangement we 
may expect from this Government-the tram­
way undertaking having to increase its fares; 
the \Vater and Sewerage Board muddled, and 
likely to be more muddled in the future than 
before owing to the action of the Secretary 
for Works; the ·public debt soa·ring, and a 
huge deficit. In every instance where the 
Government have handled finance they have 
shown no regard for their obligations to the 
people. Money has rolled into the Govern­
ment coffers, but they have never hesitated to 
spend it in an extravagant way, and the 
result is reacting on the whole of the com­
munity. 

Mr. FARRELL: Will you tell us what the 
basis of the tramway valuation was? 

Mr. KERR: There was no basis of valua­
tion. 

~vlr. FARRELL: How then could they come 
to a decision? 

:\1r. KERR: Thoro was no proper valua­
tion at all. Now let me deal with another 

important matter, which is mentioned in the 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. If one studies 
it in its entirety, one will find that it indi­
cates a financial session. The financial state­
ments in the Speech delivered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor are based on entirely 
wrong deductions. There has been consider­
able controversy in which I have taken a 
part in connection with the withdrawal of 
the capitation payments by the Common­
wealth Government. I am strongly opposed 
to the Commonwealth withdrawing its per 
capita payments and permitting the whole 
field of income taxation to be exploited by 
the States. The Grants Bill has been with­
held from the Federal House, but notwith­
standing that the State Government by their 
statements, per medium of the Speech 
delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor, are 
quite satisfied to acquiesce in the action 
of the Commonwealth Government in with­
holding the per capita payments. According 
to the Speech delivered at the opening of 
Parliament, the Government propose to legis­
late in the direction of introducing an enter­
tainment tax, an amendment of the land 
tax, and an amendment of the income tax. 
Why ? They are doing that merely to con­
form to the new position created by the 
Federal Government's proposals. No Govern­
ment in any circumstances should have made 
provision for anything of the kind. The 
very fact that the Queensland Government 
are prepared to introduce such legislation 
only encourages the Federal Government to 
push their policy more vigorously. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WoRKS: That 
is an extraordinary argument. 

Mr. KERR: There is no question about 
the soundne<>s of the argument. The whole 
of the Government's foreshadowed proposals 
in connection with land tax, income tax, suc­
cession and probate duties, and an entertain­
ment tax, are based on entirely wrong 
premises. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 
have not seen them. You do not know what 
i' contained in them. 

Mr. KERR: I have not seen them, but 
I know nerfectly well that the proposals 
are intended to meet the contemplated action 
of the Commonwealth Government. If that 
is not so, then the people will be delighted 
to know that they are to become the victims 
of an additional 'entertainment tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Thank 
heaven they do not not take much notice of 
what you say. 

Mr. CLAYTON: You will not take any 
responsibility, but rely on the Premier every 
time. 

Mr. KERR: Thank goodness they do not 
take much notice of the Minister's recent 
statements. The questiOn of the per capita 
payments is one of the most important finan­
cial matters that we have ever had to face. 
In 1921 time and again I raised the question 
in this House. I had obtained certain 
information to show that the withdrawal of 
the per capita payments was foreshadowed 
bv the Gomm<mwealth Government, but the 
Queensland Government at n'? time ~ould 
give Parliament an opportumtv to d1scuss 
this important matter. When the Common­
wealth Government did take action Queens­
land was practically the only State. in Aus­
tralia unprepared to mtct the s1tuahon. 
The Governments of V'lestern and South Aus­
tralia had rriven the matter every considera­
tion, and had set aside special days and 
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appoinkd RPlect committees to discuss what 
:·ction they woulrl take in the event of such 
developments. There is one thing Queens­
land has to remember in connection with the 
per capita pay.c1ents. Prior to federation 
Quecnslond obtained £1,600,000 from customs 
and excise duty. That was taken over by 
the Commo"wealth Gm-ornment, and we 
were left with all our charitable institutions, 
gaols, etr .. and the responsibility of provid­
ing educational facilities. The very first 
thing that we had to do in 1902 was to intro­
duce an income tax to obtain money to meet 
these expenses_ It was never intended by 
the framers of the Federal ConstitutiQn that 
we were not to obtain our share of the 
customs and excise duty_ There was no 
justification for taking £1,600,000 in customs 
and excise duty from Queensland and giving 
nothing in its place. We know that there 
was the Braddon clause, which gave the 
Commonwealth Government the right to re­
tain 25 per cont. of the customs and excise 
duty, and provirled for the distribution of 
the remaining 75 per cent. amongst the 
States. After 1910 the book-keeping system 
th!'n in operati·on was found to be impossible, 
and something equivalent '"as introduced_ 

Mr. HARTLEY: Whv was it found to be 
impossible? · 

Mr. KRRR: Bccaus<e it was worked on a 
consumption basis, and it was found impos-
5ible, with the abolition of the border tax, 
to say how much was consumed in the 
various States of Australia. The difficultv in 
bookkPPpin;: to get the exact imports -into 
not only our State but every State of Aus­
tralia can be re>tlised. The Commonwealth 
Government, being unable to do the book· 
keenin" in this regard. resolved, as an 
equivalent, to pay to the States a per capita 
payment of £1 5s. per ·head of population. 
That paynwnt has been continued until now, 
when it is proposed to wipe it out altogether, 
and in its plnce 1nake concessions jn taxation 
which has been introduced since 1910. Those 
concessions n r0 not an equivalent at all, and 
iho Fed0ral TreasurN, Dr. Earle Page, is 
not j!uticerl in asserting that the concessions 
eounterba!enee the ner capita payments. and 
ihat the Stotc-s will thereby be the gainers. 
!Hear, hear!) -

Mr. H.•RTLEY: IR this a preliminary gallop 
against the r~'fc:renda proposals? 

Mr. KERR : '\fa; the hon. member. like 
i.he rest of his colleagues, is mixir.g- up the 
per capita pa,·mcnts with the referenda pro­
posak He <'U!!ht to know, if he does not 
alread\ c1o so_ that the per capita pavments 
have nothing to do with the referenda pro­
nc:sal9.. Th0 rroposed cquiYalent i,~ not a 
fair thmQ·. 1:, ]gJo the rm·enue derived from 
ihe tariff ' "' £13.000,000, while in 1925 it 
was £37.ocn iY:O. and in 1935 it will be 
possibly an,-,i-h"'' £10.000.000. Are t.he States 
at that timP t.o l-,~ dPJWived of their share of 
oustoms and '""; e duties? It would have 
hcen a bcttnr nolicv for the Commonwealth 
GovcrnnF'nt \'Tilrluallv to decrease the taxa­
tion whirl> it ,-cwposes to transfer to the 
Stat.f'~ until it l-; no longpr required. That 
taxation wac- n>actcd bv the Commonwealth 
i!l a case of ~rf'cial erriergency. It -was the 
Labour part,- "-hich imposed the land tax 
in the Fcclco· 1 sphere. 

The SFCl'rTIRY FOR P"BLIC WORKS: Thev 
imposed th t t:n: to build the Australia;:, 
fleet out of it. 

_ Mr. KF.Pn: The qovernment of the day 
mtroduoed that tax With the Qbject of break-
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ing up large estates, and everyone will 
acknowledge c.tat the object has failed, the 
same as the land tax and super tax in our 
own State have failed. 

I regret exceedingly that tho Government 
propose this session to take action to prepare 
for an alteration provided for in the Federal 
Constitution. This Parliament should have 
a special day or days set aside for the con­
sideration of this matter. A select committee. 
with the assistance of leading officials of the 
Treasury and other officials of the Govern· 
ment who could give assistance, should be 
appointed to prepare a case for Queensland 
tQ soe if we cannQt get justice in this 
regard. It is impossible ~o close our eyes 
to the fact-irrespective of the losses on 
the State enterprises-that we :are in a 
hopeless financial position. The position will 
bcco!YJC more apparent as time goes by, and 
it >viil be difficult to keep Queensland fina.n­
ciallv solvent. Taxation has now reached its 
limit in Queensland. That has been acknow­
ledged by the late Premier, the Hon. E. G. 
Thcodore, and the present Premier-men 
who have had finance under their control. 
Exp0nditure in connection with non-revenue 
producing institutions, such as our charities, 
gaols, and education, is increasing. Educa­
tion is now costing £1.500,000 per annum, and 
the present policy of the Government is to 
construct schools out of borrowed money­
a thing which previous Administrations never 
t.hought of. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO WORKS : That is 
Hot correct. Your party built schools out of 
1 Jorrowed n1oney, too. 

Mr. KERR: The only recourse we have 
f;ot to meet this increased expenditure is to 
1 ax the pockets of the people. We should 
have been, as the framers of the Federal 
Constitution intended, receiving more and 
uwrc moncv from the customs and excise. It 
is coming" to this point-and some think 
f avourabh of it-that a Loan Council for 
,\ustralia will be set up to take over rmd 
('antral finr.ncc, and give the States a suffi­
<'cnt amount of money to carry on. It is the 
!:T<'atcst step towards unification that I know 
ilf. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That is 
what Earle Page is aiming at. 

Mr. KERR: I do not know whether the 
hon. gentleman is right or wrong, but I do 
know it only aggravates the position more 
and more. We should help the position by 
making these things pay. vVe have the main­
tenance of the humanitarian legislation 
which was never brought in by this Govern­
ment at all, although hon. members oppo­
site contend that it 'ns. I heard the hon. 
member for Ithaca talking about the mag­
nificent edifice of education that has been 
built up by the Labour Government. I 
venture to say that to-day a boy in the fifth 
claB>. the highest class at present in our 
State >chools. is receiving no better educa­
tion than a boy was receiving years ago in 
the sixth class. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PUBLIC 'WoRKS: Non­
sense. 

Mr. KERR: I admit that a large number 
to-day arc ,getting greater opportunities, 
but the pres~nt fifth class is no better than 
the sixth class in 1910. I do not make that 
stntemcnt without investigating the matter. 
I have been able to obtain a syllabus of the 
subjects taught in the sixth class of the 
State schools of 1910 and also one containing 
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the subjects taught in the fifth class to-day. 
~ took those syllabuses to three of the lead­
l!lg schoolmasters of Brisbane and in each 
<'ase they confirmed the stat~ment I have 
Just . made. . Certainly greater numbers arc 
provHlcd w1th educational facilities, but this 
Is not the only State where that obtains. 
That also obtains in other States where 
Labour Govomments have not been in 
power. If hon. members will study the 
Commonwealth "Year Book" they will 
find that Victoria, governed by what they 
; 'rm a Tory Government, has at all times 
J•'d the way. 

:Ylr. l:'EASE (H crberi): I had the oppor­
ttmit_,- of listening to the leader of the Oppo­
•ltlon speakmg on the Address in Reply, 
nnd, hke the . Preml8r, I was very much 
·llrpnsed at h1s weak attack upon the Go­
vernment. The hon. gentleman contented 
himself mostly with. complaining, and one 
d_ h1s ch1ef cornplamts was in connection 
hith the J_:tcrature _circub.12d during the 
recent clectwn campaign. '.Cho hon. member 
'hould be pleased with that literature 
::lame of it receiv.,d in North Qlleensland 
\Yas of a partJcularly h1gh-class nature, espe­
<'l<tlh- that dealing w1th .. Gm1me .YI:oore." 
It pbced the hon. member on a very hio-h 
pedestal in the North. The pamphlet abo

0
ut 

"h1ch the __ ho:'· member chiefly complained 
'':a~ th~t llnk}ng lnm up \Vith the National 
L r~wn. .It was not necessary for that pam­
phtct to Jmk up the hon. geutleman with the 
fllnds of the ::-;-ational Union, because 
fnends of the Opposition had already done 
that. As the hon. m::.mber for 'l.'ownsvillc 
pomtcd out, Mr. Smout, a man behind the 
"'OilH and a mpporter of the Opposition 
":'ot~ to th; pr_eF,s <:omplaining, and th~ 

Bnsbanc Couner," the " Daily Mail " 
",nd the_ "Telegraph," ~ll supporters of the 
CtJJ)Osit:on, also complamod that the leader 
of the Opposition and his party allowed 
t~o:nsdves to be linked up with th~ National 
Dlllon. I was absolutoh· astounded that 
th2t wa~ the chief thing about which the 
l,•o dor or the Opposition complained. Like 
tf:,, hon. gentleman, I took part in the 
Eacham by-election, when the hon. gentle­
man for. the first time in his parliamentary 
-cnoor VISited North Queensland. He took 
an army of Opposition members with him 
:;;1d thee· definitely linked him up with th~ 
. ~ationa_l Um_on m that campaign. He also 
took with h1m a3 h1s personal attendant 
'\fr. McGill, who was the head of th~ 
National Union in Queensland. 

m Mr. MooRE: I ri_se to a point of order. 
J. he hon. memb0r 1s not stating the truth 
lll say1ng· that Mr. McGill was the head of 
the National Union of Queensland. He is 
not the leader of the National Union and 
never had anything to do with it. ' 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. PEASE: During the Eacham by­
BlPctron the Premier dealt with Mr. McGill, 
n~1d stated that he was handing out National,. 
Umon. ~unds, and neither the leader of the 
Oppos!tlon nor any member of the party 
attempted to correct that statement. Not 
only _did_ Mr. _MrGill leave his flourishing 
practice m Brrsbane, and lose thousands of 
P?unds to go through the same by-election in 
::\orth Queensland; Mr. Bradley also went 
':'1th them. During the whole of my olec­
tJOneermg cxperwnee Mr. Bradloy has dcfi­
nrtely stood for the National Union. This Mr. 
Brndlcy gets £1.500 a year and expenses 
and £250 for every seat he wins in the North 

from Labour. The leader of the Oppo.,ition 
took him from Townsville and placed him 
m Atherton, the headquarters in the 
Eacharn by-election. He also handed out 
National Union funds. The,- handed them 
out in thousands. In all m~ experience of 
electioneering I never saw So rnuch money 
spent by the National "Cnion on battlers for 
the Opposition as was spent in that cam­
paign. Why. we are not told; but we 
know very well that mouo3· was exponded 
and that b;·-eloction was contested more 
than any by-election in the histor/ of 
Quecnslaud since Labour has been in 
power. It was to bu th~ stage setting 
for the s-enora! election. Previously Mr. 
Bradley has always stood behind the scenes. 
In other election campaigns in which I 
have taken part I never saw Mr. Bradley 
peP~onally, but this time Mr. Bradlcy cune 
out in the open, went to A therton. and 
engaged annies of \Vhisporers. Whisperers 
were everywhero. National "C:oion money 
was spent libe:·cdly all over tho North to 
make the stage right for the general elec· 
tion. No matter where you travelled north 
of 'l.'ownsviEe during that by-election, you 
could not help falling over Opposition poli­
ticians. The people of North Queensland 
wondered what it was all about. They 
thought it was a BolshHik invasion, and 
they began to make inquiries. The Opposi· 
tion thought they had a good case to win 
the seat from Labour, and after the 
Federal election thcv decided this was to be 
the stage se>tting fOr the general election; 
and. like the hon. member for Eaeham, I 
say that his return here was largely due to 
the efforts of the leader of the Opposition 
and his sat• llites. 'l.'hev did more to estab­
lish the prestige of Labour in North Ql!eens­
land than anything that has been done in 
rny political career. The Premier and the 
Secretary for Agriculture had spoken in 
E?.cham. \V c had canvassed the district for 
votes for Mr. Ryan, and certain leading 
citizens told m that they were not Labour 
supporters. The_v said they had been per­
sonal supporters of Mr. Gilli€s, but they had 
not made up their minds whom they were 
going to vote for in the by-election until 
thev hoard the leader of the Opposition and 
oth.er members of the Opposition. On our 
return from further north we again called 
in at Atherton and met the"e individurtls . 
and thev said. "Yes. we have made np our 
minch ~11 right. We heard the leader of 
the Opposition and two of their members, 
and we are quite satisfied that an:: man 
who would vote to hand over Queensland to 
a partv like that ought to be put in 
Goodna:" (Laughter.) That is absolutely 
tru0. 

::Vlr. KELSO: You would make a good 
writer of fiction. 

:'Tr. PEASE: The leader of the Oppo;ition, 
in his u.s;_1al n1an:r.er, made a spo.•ch nt the 
011 ·ning of th-· Pine River Sho1v, and he cast 
rt '3lnr ~n this pnrty b-v st1_ting that \V<' ·wc~e 
l1'1Yices in poiitics. If we nre noyices 1n 
jlOlitics. how on c,nrth is it that the Govern­
mort keep on holding the reins of power in 
Cucd1Sland? The people of the South hnvc 

the opportunity d alwavs jud'l'­
[3.CO p.m.] ing thC' On•o,it;on, but the 

penplc of the :'\'orth only ·had the 
nnnort-t1nitv when the Jcad0r of the Opposi­
tio-n and his army \Ycnt '\'" orth; 8 ncl. as I 
saY. not onlv in the Eacham bv-dection. but 
in" the rccen't general election, -from ~.r"ckay 
1'\orth Labour received the greatc't m2jority 
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of votes it ever received in an election 
campaign. As a matter of fact, the hon. 
member for Mirani very nearly lost his seat, 
and had he lost his seat, he could only have 
blamed the Opposition for it. I consider 
it is like the cheek of the leader of the 
Opposition to talk about the Government of 
the day as no,ices and his own party as 
business men. They may be business men ; 
but the Government is composed of members 
who are statesmen. (Opposition laughter.) 
Ever since I have been in this House the 
Opposition party has been looking out for a 
leader. T<hey have never been satisfied with 
the leaders over there, and have always been 
looking fnr somebody else to lead them. 
They wanted Major-General Glasgow at one 
time, Mr. H. D. J\1acrossan at another, and 
then Mr. A. D. UcGill, who was defeated 
at South Brisbane. 

Those people have the arrogance to talk 
about us as not being entitled to an increased 
allowance as members I am not going to 
" make any bones" about my attitude on 
the matter. I am satisfied that we are 
entitled to a greater allowance than we have 
at pre,ent. If any member of Parliament 
is expected to keep up two homes as we in 
the North have to do on the present allow­
ance, the people of Queensland are not doing 
the proper thing. \Ve are not subsidised in 
any way. \Ve have to go outside and earn 
something to pay our way. There is no 
National "Cnion behind us to subsidise us; 
w0 ha.-e nothing except what we get here. 

Some years ago I attended a debate in the 
Unper Hous·3 before Labour was in power. 
There was an all-night sitting of the Legis­
latiYe Council. f said to one gentleman there 
whom I knew very well, " I arr,: surprised to 
see you wasting your time here and putting 
all night in for nothing." He said "For 
nothing! \Vhy, there is a company 'outside 
paying me £1,000 a year for attending the 
UppEr House." We get no £1,000 a year as 
mcm_bers of the Labour party, whose sole 
eannngs arc what 1ve get here, and we are 
perfectly justified in asking Queensland to 
pay us a greater allOV\'ance than we are 
(iOtting at present. \Ve should not be depend­
mg on other people to give us our living. 
The leader of the Opposition said that we 
are not experienced politicians, but what has 
he to say a)Jout his own party, w·ho are very 
glad to prck up every discarded Labour 
politician? Did he ever hear of a man called 
William Morris Hughes? When Labour dis­
carded him, what happened to him? The 
other side wanted to get hold of him and to 
make him their leader. Did the hon. gentle­
mrrn ever hear, when Labour discarded Mr. 
Holman. the Premier of Xew South Wales. 
how glad the fri?r;ds of hon. ;nembers oppo~ 
s1te were to take mm over ? Drd he ever hear 
of a man called Peterson, who left the 
Labour party? Where is he to-dav? He 
~as joineJ the ranks of the Oppositi'on, and 
" recogmscd as one of their leading men. 
\Vhat. about the position in this House a 
session or two ago in regard to l\1r. 
Thcodoro? Did the Opposition never read 
abo~t what. happened when the party leaders 
outs1de trred to make an offer to Mr. 
Theodore? Did thev never hear of the 
Bronnan bribery ca"e? Do thev think we 
arc all chi],;rcn? The leader of 'the Opposi­
tion goc3 outside and says that Labour m:em­
bers are not efficient, yet during the crisis 
'\t th~tt tim.:1 when we had a majority of one, 
f-.110 OppOSldon v. ould have taken over any 
member of this party, and probably have 
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given him the position of leader of the 
Opposition. 

The Opposition have twitted the Premier 
with what he said in his campaign literature 
and with not putting into the Lieutenant­
Governor's Speech the measures which were· 
promised in his speeches to the people. 
Everyone realises, as the Premier pointed 
out to-day, that we are only just starting 
business, and we have brought forwa-rd in 
our Lieutenant-Governor's Speech measures. 
which the Premier contemplates will be dealt 
with this session. What about their own 
party? I have here a pamphlet headed, 
"Vote for the Bruce-Page candidate'' at the 
Federal general election in October last year, 
and there is this at the end of it-

" The Bruce-Page Government has for 
months past had a commission of experts 
on social insurance, and it will put social 
insurance into operation so soon as it is 
given legislative power." 

\Vel!. they have had one session, they are into· 
another, and there has not· been one word 
of s Jcial insurance. Yet they have had legis­
lative power to do what they said they would 
do for two sessions. Why do not hon. mem­
bers opposite say something about that? 

Mr. \VARRE:<r: Of course it is a big question. 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. PEASE: The membe·r for Nundah and 
some other hon. members of the Opposition 
for months past have been making lying 
innuendoes about the Premier and the Mun­
gana mines. The member for Toowong has 
beon prominent in it, and so has every hon. 
member on that side of the House. I know 
all about Mungana myself, and I am going 
to deal principally with what the hon. mem­
ber for ::\'undah said to-day. He said that on 
11th September, 1917, the Government for­
feited the leases and Mr. Reid took them up. 
He also said that Chillagoe was purchased 
by this Government on 6th Novembe-r, 1917, 
and he charged the Government with having 
parted with a valuable property. As the 
Premier pointed out when the hon. member 
for Nundah was speaking-that hon. member 
gets up here and makes all sorts of wild 
statements-Chillagoe was not purchased in 
1917 ; it was purchased in 1918. Anyone can 
go into the library and read the debate on 
the Chillagoe and Etheridge Railways Bill. 
At that time Queensland had an Upper 
House, and it was not a Labour House. The 
late Hon. T. J. Ryan did a good thing for 
the workers of Queensland in purchasing 
that railway, and at that time it was a more 
profitable venture than it would be to-day. 
He introduced the Bill in this House, and it 
went through all its stages here. The other 
House turned it down. They deferred it and 
moved a motion that it be read six months 
hence, and eventually they appointed a 
"EJect committee to deal with it. The 
Premier had a perfect right to complain at 
this pamphlet issued by the other side, 
authorised by Mr. H. G. Bradley, o'f Towns­
ville, the paid organiser of the ~ ational 
Union and the Yested interests behind the 
Opposition, in which this statement 
appeared-

" \V Ho SoLD MuNGANA MINES' 

" The Government paid over £700,000 
for Chillagoe. Although the l\l[ungana 
mines were a neceosary adjunct to 
Chillagoe, the Government did not 
reopen them." 
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If the hon. member for Toowong, the hon. 
member for Nundah, the hon. the leader of 
the Opposition, and all those who say by 
innuendo that the Premier is discredited in 
this matter would only read the Bill itself, 
they would know why the Mungana mines 
were not taken over. The Select Committee 
of the Upper House went to Chi!lagoe. I 
happened to be a member of the Cairns 
Harbour Board at the time they passed 
through, and I know that all hands in the 
North were in favour of the Government 
taking over the undertaking, and we did all 
we possibly could to bring evidence before 
the members of the committee to induce 
them to report in its favour. The Opposition 
in the other Chamber waited for a, year, and 
on the 23rd October, 1918-not 1917 at all­
they presented the report of the committee 
to the Upper House. The Government 
agreed to purchase the Chillagoe Company's 
. assets, but the committee recommended that 
a clause be inserted in the Bill interdicting 
the Government from' operating any of the 
mines except the Einasleigh mine. 

A new clause was inserted in the Bill, 
reading-

" The Government s.hall not carry on 
mining in connection with any of the 
mines acquired under this Act excepting 
the Einasleigh mine." 

Before this was passed Mr. Reid had already 
taken up the Mungana lease; it was not 
sold at all. This man Bradley is used to sell­
ing, and using the word " sold." He is a 
man behind bribery cases and all such things. 
This lease was taken up by Mr. Free! Reid. 
He was manager of the 1\fungana company, 
and, when the interests of that company over­
seas realised the position of mining in that 
part of the district, they informed their 
manager that they were not prepared to go 
any further with their operations, and the 
mine naturally reverted to the Crown. Mr. 
Reid knew that the ore-bodies were there, 
and he lodged an application for a. lease, 
and secured the mine because there was no 
other applicant. The Secretary for Mines 
of the day and all the Government supporters 
in the Upper House protested strongly 
against the absurdity of this clause going 
into the Bill, stressing the fact that the 
Einasleigh mine did not contain all the 
flnxes necessary to keep the Chillagoe 
smelters working profitably. They urged 
that it was absolutely necessary to obtain 
on' from other centres to blend with the ore 
from Einasleigh. That is on record in 
" Hansard," and it is on record that they 
pointed ont that the ore-bodies at Mungana 
were specially necessa,ry to keep the smelters 
at Chillagoe operating profitably, and that it 
would be a terrible shame if the Govern­
ment were compelled to allow the right to 
the Mungana mines to pass. In spite of 
that, the Upper House, which controlled the 
situation to the detriment of the Govern­
ment and the State, emasculated the Bill 
of the Labour Government, and said, "You 
shall not work the Mungana mines." Now 
in their pamphlets they ask, " Who sold the 
Mungana mines? " The party responsible 
for the Mungana mines passing out of the 
control of the people of Queensland was the 
Opposition party in the Upper House. It 
was their hirelings who controlled the situa­
tion and prevented the Labour Government 
of the day from acquiring the Mungana 
mines at no cost to the people of Queens­
land. lVIr. Rcid took over the mine, and I 

met him in Cairns a few days after he had 
lodged his application with the department. 
He tried to induce the Cairns business 
people to back him up in carrying on these 
mines. I was one to whom he mentioned 
the prospects, but I refused to accept any 
interest whatever in the mines. Mr. Reid 
was prepa.red to grant considerable conces­
sions to anyone who would assist him. He 
had not much capital himself, and he could 
not obtain capital from the banks. The 
banks told him that, if he could obtain the 
signatures of certain reputable business men 
to a bank guarantee for' a certain sum of 
money-and a very considerable sum: of 
money-they were prepared to consider the 
matter. They gave him a list of business 
men in Cairns and the surrounding district 
whom he was to interview and ask to sign 
the deed. In the beginning there was not 
one person whom the bank had named who 
was game to put his signature to the deed . 
Mr. Reid and his syndicate worked this mine 
from the very moment that he took it over. 
He had to conform to the Mining Act of 
Queensland, and he and his party took very 
great financial risks. I know of a time 
when they were responsible for £3,000 
for wages. The;r were not able to realise 
on the ore they had produced, but they 
were able to obtain an advance from the 
people in the Southern States who puT­
chased their ore, otherwise, Mr. Reid and his 
company would have had to go out of exist­
ence. The advance enabled him to tide over 
his difficulty, and eventually the people of 
Qneensland gave this Government such 
power that the Upper House was removed, 
and the Government were given the power to 
deal with the assets of Chillagoe as they 
desired. At that time Mr. Reid had the 
mine. That is how the mine passed from 
the people of Queensland. The party oppo­
site prevented the Government from retain­
ing those mines for the people of Queensland. 
Then the manager of Chillagoe at that time 
reported to the Secretary for Mines that it 
was absolutely necessary that he should get 
control of the Mungana mines in order that 
he should carry on Chillagoe profitably. 
The Secretary for Mines was not satisfied, 
and sent to the Southern States for an expert 
to make an independent report on the rr.ine. 
The cost to the Government of the purchase 
of Mnngana was £22,500. Since its purchase 
the Government have mined, raised, and 
sent from Mnngana to the smelters at 
Chillagoe ore of the value of £395,000. Was 
that not a good deal for Queensland? 

Mr. MOORE: What did it cost to get that 
ore out? 

Mr. PEASE: It does not matter what it 
cost to get that ore out. As a matter of 
fact, had Mungana not been purchased by 
the Government the smelters at Chillagoe 
would have been compelled to close down 
long ago. The hon. member for Nundah 
spoke of how the people of Queensland were 
aggrieved at the rumour that the Premier 
and others were supposed to be interested in 
Mungana. The people in Cairns showed 
how aggrieved they were by returning the 
Premier at the last general election by the 
greatest majority by which he has ever been 
returned. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

At 3.45 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Pollock, 

Clregory) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. Pease.] 
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Mr. PEASE: Not only did the hon. 
member for Chillagoc receive a record 
majority, but the majorities for the Labour 
candidates from Mackay northwards were 
the greab'st in the history of the party. 

Mr. KELSO: You hoodwinked the electors 
right through. You did nothing but make 
promises. 

Mr. PEASE: The people of North Queens­
land happen to be intelligent. They are 
quite prepared to take their politics seri­
ou"l~·- The trouble in the metropolitan area 
is that probably 6t'l per cent. of the electors 
cast their votes without so much as hearing 
an election speech. The electors in the 
metropolitan area do not go to hear election 
speeches. The Opposition control the situa­
tion here, and the speeches are so lukewarm 
that the people will not go out at night to 
hear them. Therefore, they must take their 
politic., from the newspapers. Labour has 
only the " Daily Standard " to espouse its 
cause against the whole of the metropolitan 
newspapers. In North Queensland-ancl I 
speak of the country from Mackay north­
wards-it does not matter what political 
side a candidate may represent, over 60 per 
cent. of the people of North Queensland 
attend to listen to the political speeches of 
representatives of both sides of the House. 
That is why we receive such a majority in 
North Queensland. 

GovERNMENT l\1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. PEASE: What happened in Eacham 

has happened right throughout the North. 
The Opposition talk about business men. 
I associate with business men in the North, 
and I can assure hon. members opposite that 
80 per cent. of the business men of the North 
vote for the candidates represented in the 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The 
hon. member for Mirani admitted that. 

:Mr. PEASE: That is so, and he nearly 
lost his seat. The leader of the Opposition 
profcs.:ed a good deal of concern about the 
primary producers. ·what I want to know 
is, what protection did his party give to 
the primary producers when they sat on 
this side of the House? For manv years 
the l0:1der of the Opposition sat on this side 
of the House. 

Mr. MoORE: I have never sat on that side 
of the House. 

Mr. PEASE : The party which the hon. 
member represents did so, .and the hon. 
members for Wynnum and Albert were 
members of the Government. What did 
they do to put into operation legislation for 
the wellbeing of the primary producers? 

Mr. MooRE: They enacted one of the best 
co-onerative Acts that exists in anv State 
in the Commonwealth. .. 

Mr. PEASE: There are people who are 
fairer than the leader of the Opposition. 
Does the leader of the Opposition ever read 
the newspapers? Not so long· ago a con­
ference attended by the Secretaries for Agri­
culture in the various States of the Common­
wealth sat in Brisbane. Hon. members can 
turn up the files of the newspapers, and see 
that every S cretary for Agriculture present 
recognisncl the fact that Queensland had the 
hest legislation of any State in Australia 
to protect agriculturists. The Ministers 
themselves were prepared to admit that this 
Gowrnment had introduced better legisla­
tion. Even the Victorian Minister admitted 

[1lfr. Pease. 

that this Qoyernmcnt was the on1v Govern~ 
ment in Australia that had placed proner 
legislat:on on the statute-book to nrotect the 
man on the lflncl. The reason wh~ thn other 
States have not done so is because they have 
Upper Houses, and because vested intereste 
and the Upner Houses would not allow them 
to pass such legislation. 

Some hon. member opposite interjected to 
the effect that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment legislation nrotectcd our dairy farmers. 
Son1e tin1e a:ro. when the })airy Pool Board 
was brought into operation, representatives 
from all the State·, met to elect a chairman, 
and a Queenslanrler ··:a.> elected. The reason 
p·iven was that the State of Queensland was 
the only Sbtc in Australia to put legisla­
tion on the statute-book which properly pro­
tects the dairy farmer. 

I shall prove by figures-which really are 
the main thing-how much better is Labour's 
agricultural policy than that of the Opposi­
tion. I shall ask an:-·body to disprove it if 
he ca.n. Onlv this week I received from 
political opponents in my own electorate 
letters asking me to convey to the Secretary 
for Agriculture their thanks for his having· 
sent along experts in connection with 
bananas, other fruits, and the dairying in­
dustry. Dealing with the increased produc­
tion of agricultural crops which has taken 
place under Labour rule as against Opposi­
tion rule, comparing 1914 with 1924. and' 
quoting from the " A B C of Queensland and 
Australian Statistics," I find this-

"1 rerarJe yield per acre of principal crops, 
Queensland. 

11914. 1924. 

-----------] c~~-~~~f. 
Wheat . . . . . . 4·43 14·70 
Malting Barley . . . . 4 83 20·36 
Maize . . : 13·68 :n-99 
English Potatoes .. 

1

: 1·28 2·14 
Sweet Potatoes . . 2·61 4·14 
Sugar Cane .. 

1 
12·20 18·92 

In 1915 the sugar production of Queensland 
was 159,681 tons and in 1925, under Labour's 
regime and clue to the good work of our 
experts and to our legislation, the production 
was 522,344 tons. In 1916 the total amount of 
the wool export<?d overseas was 68,889,129 lb., 
valued at £3,921.930, while in 1925 the total 
export was 100,649,965 lb., valued at 
£11,992,952. 

Mr. KELSO: Did Labour increase that 
value? 

Mr. PEASE: It was due to Labour legis­
lation and to the work of Labour experts 
assisting to increase the production. Again, 
we have these figures-

1915. 1925. 
I 

-------~--£--1 £ 

I 7,000,931 112,833,375 

8.105,930 124,441.600 

Imports 

Exports 

-----·~- ·------

Taking the exports of butter from the Com­
monwealth for the year ended 30th June;. 
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1926, Queensland comes first with 661,940 
boxes; Victoria second with 597,310 boxes; 
:" ew South Wales third with 457,712 boxes; 
showing th~t our h~gislation in connection 
with the dairying industry has resulted in 
increased production by such a terrific 
amount. 

The leader of the Opposition had some­
thing to say about the way we were going to 
impose further taxation on the primary pro­
ducer, and that \VO were going to increase 
railway fares and freights by 10 per cent.; 
but he was not fair enough to give us credit 
for any exemptions we have given the people. 
The C'ommissioner of Taxes in his report of 
last year made a special poont in regard to 
the tremendous amount allowed as conces­
sions under the Land Tax Act of 1924-1925. 
In the amended Act of 1922 a special exemp­
tion wa~ granted to farmers and graziers; 
and 11,238 fJrmers benefited bv these con­
cessions, the total amount of reduction being 
£23,262 for that year alone. Then he goes 
on to elaborate, and says that the exemption 
has had the following effect:-

" Totally exemptcd--8,850 farmers, who 
formerly paid £14,264. 

" Partially cxemptcd-759 farmers, and 
reduced tax by £4,468. 

" Totally exempted farming land-
1,386 farmers, and reduced tax by 
£3,392. 

" Partially exempted farming land-
243 farmers, and reduced tax by £1,138. 

" Total benefited-11,238 farmers; total 
amount of reduction, £23,262." 

That is recurring each year. The leader of 
the Opposition is not fair enough to get up 
and say, "\V ell, you have done something 
to relieve the ordinary farmer from ordinary 
taxation." As a matter of fact, the Govern­
ment are the onlv Government who have 
emancipated the p;oducers of the State. We 
aro the only Government who have con­
sidered them. I am astonished to find that 
the leader of the Opposition does not give 
us credit, like the " Producers' Review" 
and other papers do, for some of this legis­
lation. If we make a small impost of 10 per 
ce:r:>t. on the fares and freig'hts, how is it 
gomg to affect the man on the land? The 
railage on the produce of the man on the 
land to-day is lower in Queensland than in 
any other State in Australia. They t>clk about 
increased trains and increased amount of 
haulage now the drought is on, and say that 
the Government should make more monev 
out of it. As everybody knows all tha:'t 
increased freig-ht at the present time is 
carried at a loss. In my own district the 
more trains that are run, the more the Go­
vernment loses. Take Atherton and those 
districts around there. There are three 
trains a week. Not one of these trains pav, 
because the rates on agricultural produce ar(' 
below the cost of haulage. The people of 
Yungaburra asked me whether the Govern­
m?nt could not make the railways pay. I 
said we could make them pay by reducing 
those t~ree trains a. week and making tho 
people m that distriCt send all their goods 
and passengers once a week. Do the Opposi­
tion wish us to do that? We have to con­
sider the man who lives on the land, and 
that is why the railway policy of the Govern­
ment has been to do everything to roster 
primary produdion. As the representative 
of one of the big sugar centres I say that 
the legislation of this Governm~nt has done 
more to help the proper farmer-not the 

cheque-book farmer, but the man who farm;s 
his own land-than anything done by pre­
.-ious Governments. As a matter of fact, the 
concession in the State land tax was thE' 
outcome of a deputation which waited on 
Mr. Thoodore in the North when he was 
Premier. It was pointed out that many of 
the small farmers were paying a fair amount 
of money in laud taxation. and that is why 
the concession was granted. 

There is onlv one other matter that I 
would like to r~fer to, and that is the ques­
tion of making the railways pay. The hon. 

member for Nundah said he 
[4 p.rn.] would make them pay by increas-

ing sett lament along the lines of 
railway. I have a list here of sections which 
neither paid working expenses nor interest 
in 1925. I would challenge any member of 
the Opposition to show how this Government. 
caJC' place more people on the land along these 
railways- · 

Some sections which neither paid working 
expenses nor interest, 1925-

Southern-
Loss. 

Northgato Junction to Sandgate... 24.896 
Eagle Junction to Pinkenba ... 20.821 
Roma to Injune 23.303 
Oakey to Cooyar 1l.b80 
Oakey to Cecil Plains 12.162 
:Miles to J uandah 14.734 
Manly to Cleveland . . .. . 20.28& 
Mayne Junction to Davboro 27.282 
Wulkuraka to Yarraman ... 37.682 
Dalby to Tara 11.423 

They are all total losses for last year, and 
I challenge hon. rnembus opposite to show 
how we can place more eettkrs along those 
particular Iincs. That is where the loss on 
the railways takes place. Then, again, those 
losses have taken place on sections not built 
by this Government. The redeeming feature 
in connection with the railv, ays to-day is the 
North Coast line, which was completed by 
tlus Government, although the Opposition, 
when they were in power, could have built 
that •railway without having to pay the heavy 
interest we are paying. 'l'hey could have 
built it before the war, when money was 
ayailable at a low rate of interest, but they 
<hd not do so. If anyone examines the raii­
>Yay figures for last year, he will find that 
the whole loss on railways in Queensland is 
on lines which the Opposition built when in 
power, and we have to bear the burden and 
be ro,ponsible for the loss. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Toom.bul): I have 
listened with interest to the exposition of the· 
Government's case, but I am sorry that the· 
speakers on the other side have failed to 
give us any indication of what they intend· 
doing during the session. I was particula-rly 
interested in listening to the Premier. I 
thought that he might have got away from 
abusing this side, and given us some exposi~ 
tion of the policy Speech delivered by His: 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, but he 
wasted the time of the House in replying tO> 
Yery frivolous points. (Government laughter.) 
That may be the practice in this House; I 
confess that I am a new man. 

The PREMIER : I replied to your leader­
that is my job. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I was hoping that 
hon. members opposite would have mentioned' 
some of the leading features of the policy 
speech and given us an indication of their 
intentions. It leaves the Opposition in the 

Mr. H. M. Russell.] 
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position that we have to hazard a guess as 
to what the Government will do in the 
coming session. The Premier said he would 
not live in the past, and that he was looking 
to the future. We can only imagine what the 
future of the Government will be by judging 
them by their past record-by their past 
deeds or misdeeds. 

At 4.4 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Being a new mem­
ber, I cannot say very much as to past hap­
penings, still as a member of the general 
public I have formed an opinion as to the 
general attitude of the present party in 
power. I am afraid that, if we are to base 
our conclusions as to what will occur in the 
future on what has taken place in the past, 
we shall be landed in a very calamitous 
position. 

The hon. member for Herbert who has 
just spoken, has delivered a g~od speech 
from his point of view-I suppose for the 
purpose of inserting in " Hansard " some 
statements which he regards it as good 
tactirs to have appearing there; but I can­
not understand him when he says that the 
Government emancipated the farmer. I 
have yet to learn that the farmer needs any 
emancipation. I think that the farmer is 
able to emancipate himself, and that in 
many cases he has done so. It is entirely 
due to his own actions-by his co-operation 
long before the Government thought of 
establishing pools or going in for any of 
the other measures which I assume the hon. 
member has in mind when he talks about 
the emancipation of the far:mer. He has 
been a long time suocessfully organised in 
co-operative business, and no one can 
imagine that the present Government are 
able to emancipate the farmer. They will, 
no doubt, endeavour to gull the farmer into 
the belief that they are responsible for his 
success, and there is no doubt that during 
the past yea,r or so they have been successful 
in getting some amount of support from the 
primary producer; but I think that the 
farmer will live to rue the day when he 
supported this Government. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: There is every 
reason for saying that the increased fares 
and freights on the railways will be col­
lected at the expense mainly of the man on 
the land. The increase in railway taxation 
this year of £700,000 we may safely assume 
particularly hits the farmer. I was hoping 
that the Premier, as Treasurer, might have 
dealt to some extent with the financial policy 
of the Government. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Give us something about 
the financial policy of the tramways. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: If the Govern­
ment conducted their affairs as well as the 
Tramway Trust did, the affairs of the State 
would not be in such a deplorable mess as 
they ·are to-day. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear I 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: It is true that 
last year the tramways showed a loss of 
£26,000, but they paid £15,000 to sinking 
fund and £14,000 to amortisation, so that 
practically speaking they made a profit of 
£3,000. That was done, moreover, on an 
enhanced capitalisation, and Government 
affairs cannot bear comparison with that 
result. 

[Mr. H. M. Russell. 

I was saying that the Premier might have 
given us something about the financial policy 
of the Government. Finance is dealt with 
ve,ry t~irily in the Lieutenant"Gm"Crnor's 
Speech, which, whilst admitting that there 
has been a deficit of over £500,000, puts it 
down to the loss in the railway revenue. 
The inference is that, if the drought had not 
occurred in the last few months in Western 
Queensland, particularly in the Central­
West, the Government would have squared 
the ledgm·, and the loss in railway revenue 
would not have been so great as has been 
the case. But I find that the estimated 
railway revenue for the period was £150,000 
more than the amount actually realised, so 
that the deficit was therefore really not to a 
yery great extent due to the deficiency in 
the amount realised, and the shortage of 
£150,000 cannot be put down to the drottght, 
because, even if there had been no drought, 
the revenue would have been short of the 
estimate. On the other hand, we find that 
the railway expenditure was £620,000 more 
than the estimate, which incr0ased the deficit 
on tho railways up to nearly the £2,000,000 
mark. The deficit on the railways is caused 
b,· the excess of expenditure, and not by 
the decrease in the revenue. The figures 
show that the Government are dragging 
out of the taxpayers an enormous amount 
of money by way of excessive taxation 
to coYer up the deficits on the railways, 
the State enterprises, and their wild-cat 
schemes. During the past year the State 
has derived the largest amount of revenue 
and has expended the largest amount of 
money in the history of Queensland. The 
Government have drawn from the taxpayers 
over £15 000.000, which constitutes a record. 
It shows' that the State must be fairly pros­
perous, and that the drought. of which men­
tion has been made, has had very little 
effect on the buoyancy of the revenue. 

It seems to me that the Government will 
have to .guard against the enormous deficit 
that will occur during the current year. 
The full effect of the drought will not be 
felt for some months yet, and it seems that 
the Government will be faced with a very 
heavy deficit at the end of the present finan­
cial year. It is time the Govern~<;nt paused 
to consider where we are dnftmg. Our 
expenditure is leaping up year by year, and 
no real effort has been made to check it. It 
is all very well for the Government to say that 
they cannot sack men, and. that they cannot 
reduce them. Nobody des1res that; but w:e 
do sav that the condition of the finances 1s 

so se~ious that some special investigation 
should be made to find out if we cannot 
make some adjustment, bearing in mind Lha; 
during the past year we had the largest 
amount of revenue in the history of Queens­
land and that during the coming year it 
eeerr{s fairlv certain the revenne will fall 
short of that received in the past year, '1n~ 
that the Government will be in a pretty big 
financial mess at the end of the current yLar. 
We are the highest-taxed State in the Com­
monwealth. That is not .a very cnv;abl•3 
position to be in. Admitting that Queens­
land is a costly State to administer, su.rPly 
there is some way of cutting dow'l. the 
present rate of expenditure. We cermot go 
on taxing the same people year after year, 
<'specially as our taxable incomes are, 
decreasing and will decrease this year. The 
Government must look at the matter seri­
ously, and I am surprised that no reference 
has been made to the subject to show the 
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House that the Government arl' in carncot 
anJ dc:::ire to curtail C'cpenditur0, a11d 
de::;irc in some ,,·av to reduc0 this terrible 
burr!en of taxation: vvhich bears so heav-il,· 
on the sparse population of tnis St 1k. 

::\Ir. HYKES: Tell us how ;~·on v:oul<l do it. 

Ivir. II. M. RUSSELL: If I were a mem· 
ber of the Government I could do it. \Ye' 
ha YO so manv financial geni use~ on the other 
side that I ~m surprised that. tlJPy hav-e not 
found a remedy. 

Fnrihcr t.a.xc\tion rnf'a,nn•;; arc for<~-
shaJuvYcd in the Sp"C'C'h th'liYPrc•d by dH~ 
LiPntcnant-GoYt'rnor. 1 they arc' 
iu ant1cipation {)f th<> lo.~:-:. r~ YPJHlC' "\vhich 
, ill occ_·ur b-~, the withdra \1 al hv the F'C'deral 
C<)\-C'nultc·nt. of the pr:r cnpita l;aytncnt~. \\'r• 
nut::-t all tS_vrnpathise y·ith t.hr• Trca:;urer in 
thi:-> reg~~nl. There i:; 110 doubt that tlH' 

~\ ithc1ra\Yul of th•:- JlPl' capita payrnents will 
m"kc \·ctv ~erion.o; jnroad."> iuio the atrcad_-, 
dcy)l(·trd Ti'C'a~!.U'Y of Quct~n~L_uJd. PPrso!l­
n.ll~Y. I do not appron~ of thP v,··ithdravnd 
of the per f'aplta paynl'-~nts l>y rhr ·Cr)nlnlon­
\Yf'alth GoYC'l'llUlCllt. Ill onlPr L> rnake up 
the dciiricHcy in ro\·cnuP, which will arno1u!1 
to rtt lea't c£238,000. the Gonrnment will 
lHlYe to inflirt Y0rv hc·aYv taxation nH af".UrC'-' 
on th• co!Hmunit·,:. I ~lllJJnit tJ1nt "\H' cun­
llOt ~tand Hll v fL~rt hPr t,l \:.:t t ion. and thcrP­
forP cYcrv effort should be made to prevail 
1!pc.n thO Cominonwc'alth GoYf'rnrru~nt. to 
defer putting inlo Qpcration their threat to 
\YitlHhaw the per capita pa:'ments. I do 
uot intl~nd to go into the n1orits or de1ncrits 
of the matter. but will simply content m:v· 
Bel£ in suying that, as a mattPr of business, 
W<' should insist on the per e"1pit.a payment 
being retained for the> rC'ason that we ca.n­
not inflict a fllrther Jl250,000 taxation on 
the taxpa_Ycrs of Qucpnsland. I trust that 
the G01·ernment will be successful in their 
attcn1pt ut persuading thf' C:omnlonwcalt.h 
Gon'rnmcnt to drop this nwasm·c. It has 
been mooted already that the umttcr has 
hN'n deferred in the Commonwealth Parlia­
ment and will not come ou for consideration 
ag-ain until the summer session. That should 
g-ive the Treasurers of the various State., 
an opportunity to get together in order to 
solve this question. \Vhile from a theoretical 
point of view it might be desimhle to sPpa­
rate St'lto and Federal fiuanc<•, ncvertheleb', 
ns a Btate which is d0pendont on these pay­
ment'' we cannot afford. as a matter Qf 
business, to let those paymcnt.s go. I arn 
QI\ this occasion, therefor0, quite in accord 
with the Premier. and hope that it will not 
be necessary for him to inflict further taxa· 
tion. 

The PREl\HER: You are a business man. 
l\In.kP somo ,uggestion as to how I can 
reduce expenr!itur(', and I will listen to 
you. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I suggest that the 
Prcrni or should e.ppoint a small commisison 
composed of members from both sides of the 
House to confer with him. It should tl()t lw 
a purt_'\' qu0sbon. This mattm~ i~ a st>riou~ 
on~·. On0stions of financ0 the \·:orld over are 
clealt ~vith by ,pecial eoinmitH'es who f~O 
iHto the matter of estimates. and there is no 
reason v,hy ''"" should not 3·ct top:cther and 
formuL to some scheme to dra~ Qucc:Jslanrl 
out of the financial morpss that she has got 

ThP PRE:\IIER: I ca.n fUYE' inicrc;;t bv th•~ 
'toppagc of railway construction in the ivhole 
of the State, but, if I did so, I would have 
every member of the Gm-ernnwnt and Oppo-
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...:.ition purti<'~ \Vaiting on Ine at my office and 
1uaking· r.:'prc.~cntatiolls for their cuntinuallC('. 

:\lr. ll. :\I. RC;-:SELL: The Prcmic;r lws 
al\\<:tYs Leen in'l1 thl' c·rc-·dit for l'l'lng a nian 
pf bU<'kLollL'. LL t him dw\\· that LHtckbolw 
no1v ctiJ(l rcdL~Cl' c:.q.c~nditure, tJIHi ·we \Yill 
~lq,port. l1i!11. 

Thl' Bpr:Pch dPa 1~ casually 1Yith rai lvvtoy 
admini,trutinn. \\'bile we all deplore the 
prl'scnt :'ittwtion, I do ncJt think any hon. 
lllL'lllbf•r 'vill ~.ay that it i::-; llOS:'-ible to 

rnu iht> railways at a large lJl·ulit. ::)tiJL 
iht'l'P . ..;hould be MHnc wa:v of rcdueing tht· 
e:lurmott.3 g,tp Lt:t.WL'Pn l'PY<'llUP and f''-:peud.­
tt'r('. It ::;~'em~ tr: .ne t hut \Ye ~hrnld n ruoH 

tht• ,- dtuini~tratiou of iht· railwuvs fl'O!li 

politic.!~ control. · 
fll'l'C··""l1'10;. =.\l.E:\111EH.::3: II ('C.ll', lu~ar! 

:\Ir. JI. a. RL·s~El.L: There b Wll\P­

thing n.tdicnll~- 1\"J"Ollg with our rnihvay::; 
wlHn \H' fiud thut. dl-:-:pitc~ th'- fact that our 
population in the lE;;'- t :n yp,~ r::; has incr---a;:,f'd 
bv 23 cr_'llt .. the rJ.ih.,-ay;-; are oHlv earry-
irlg- Ull uwCi tonnage of 2 per c·en't. rrh?lt 
shO\\-, -conflu:-::ivC'}y thc.t. proc~nct.ion ill Qu('t'tJ:'-i­
falld i~ r·r~tdually diruini~hiug. \Ye ha..-,· 
figure~ tq ~lHl\\' tlwt laud settlelucnt. i:-; oH 

tlw wanP. that d0\·clop.mt'nt i.'1 dccl'Pasing. 
and our railway~, inHef!d of c:trryi11g tPOJ'(_' 
tollJWg'0 relative to the iner0ascd popalatioll, 
an' practic:tll.v sta£'"'nating-. The qnc~rion 
i~: llow can \YC :·c·t. nwre ro·:e11ue fron1 rhc 
railwavs '? The ulliv n -:.11edv is r.norc pro­
ductioiL The raihv~,·~ 1nust ~be run to thci1· 
full capacit, to euaLk them to pay. Tlu' 
qucdion that ari'' ., i,-: \Yhut ehall we do 
\Yith our ~urplus production? Tho Coul­
ltlOU\YCalth GoYernnwnt. Hi'C' dc..-ising a sc:hcrne 
to lllUrket uur sl!rpln~ production in the 
yarion~ rnarkc-ts nf the 'n)rld. I hop<' that 
thi." lnrdt.pr \Vill cor.:.lt> up fur disrussiou b('fon• 
Yt'r . ..- loug. lJ::•cause it i:.:. the bouudcn dut:v 
of the Conl!non\vc.G.lth Go\·o·nrncnt. to fiitd 
rnarket:-; for our surplus production. Th~.:­
P.tnto Go,·ernnlcnt 1nlght also take into C'OU­

sideration tlH' question of solv-ing the pro­
blem of marketing out" surplus productiou. 
The point rcnwins that \Yitllout inf'reased 
tounage there i~ not. the slightest hope of 
OUI' raihYays pa;vi11g. 

\Vp haYP to cnccntragc in <'YC'r,v possible 
degree the deYu1opln€'nt of Dur agricultural 
and pastoral lands. The duty. therefore. 
fa1l~ upon u~ of finding nu1rk(t:; for their 
;worlucts. Fi" urcs show that Lwd occupa· 
tion is on the decrease. That is a po··ition 
vv-hich must be retriev-ed. 

\Ye find to-day that. owing to the stagna­
tion of our countr~~ ind.ustri('S, there is a 
continuous deift tu the cities of men lookin~· 
fo1· 1rork. and it i.s a tra..-cstv on our ,yca1th 
and prosperity· to find thou~a11ds of 1ncn ont 
of work in all the large centres of Qucens­
/a.nd. In rif'1r of the nC'w rnigration agree­
ment. vd1er0by Queensland will be absorbing 
a ron:"idPrablo number of n1en monthly; an 
endeav-our should be mad0 to develop om· 
ronntrv industrin and to find a market fQr 
their ]woduct,. I give the )1r0scnt Govern· 
mcnt f'rC'clit for encleavouring to encourage 
scttlenwnt. bm they ha;·c not boon ver:v 
f;ncre;o.;.sful. \Ye n1nst n~l' Pvcrv effort to 
place those men on the land, and. having 
don0 ihnt. we should not be satisfied mN0l;v 
to let them stav !here, but should render 
them every assis(ance to get markets for their 
surplus productions. I strong!:· advise tbo 
Government to get rid of their State enter­
prises. and, rather than amend tb0 Constitu­
tion t,o provide for an additional Minister, 
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they might ,]o away with the portfolio of 
:\iinisrer of State Enterprises. It seems to 
me that those enterprises are a cource of 
leakagr', and arc costing the Government 
fabulous sums of moncv. so the sooner the 
Government dispense ,.Vi"th them the better 
it will bro for the communitv a.nd the Govern­
ment themselves, and it ~vill not then be 
n('{)cssary to appoint another :Minister. I do 
not say that in n pcrBona,l way, because the 
present Assistant Minister is a personal 
friend of min<', .. ,nd a, man whom I highly 
regat·d. 

I would like to sa v a word in favour of 
th<C returned soldiers \vho are settled on ouc 
,·arious outside a,reas. I see no reference 
to the m~tter in th<? Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech. In many cases those men have been 
dumped on land entirely unsuitod to the 
purposes for which they were placed on the 
land. The losses have been enormous. The 
Government have lost money, and the men 
have done no good, and are now seeking 
employment elsewhere, and, generally speak­
ing, are in a very misera.ble plight. I hope 
.amething will be done to ameliorate the lot 
of those unfortunate men, who deserve the 
very be't at our hands. 

Hol'OURABLE ME:11BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. H. M. RlJSSELL: I see no reference 
to that matter in the policy outlined for the 
vear bv the Government. Evidently they 
ere not sympathetic. A lot could be done. 
Where men are endeavouring to eke out an 
Pxistcnce on hungry, unsuitable land they 
ehoulcl be transferred to better country and 
given a decent cha,nce to m·ake a living. 
We all know that the land at the Beer­
burrtnn So1diera' Settlcrnent is quite unsuit­
able, that it is l:ungry, and hardly fit. to 
pnstur<' one l:nndrcoot to the acre. Those 
rnen 3hould b,- transferred to rnore suitable 
c•Junrry. 

The faf't. ~truck Inf' ''-'hen T firf't eHtcrc-'d 
thi:-; Ch,_rnlH~r that. ho11. ntctnbcrs opposite 
aprF.:nred :F 1hong0 tiH:>.· h, cl rc·turncd fl'olu 
a ,-ictorion-- l ;lnptngn. Yc·ry self-sati:-fied, and 
ar1pct~ ri::n~ in tbe gui:.:e of conquerors who 
h ·cl rou'-·d tlw emntv. and that we on the 
Oppo:--itlou b€'nchcs n'ppcared as very small 
fry. \"'Y'~-. recogni::;c that \\'C arc YCr~~ hclph·,s. 
although ,.-,~ do c·laim to have the major 
l'oi·tion of the brains of the Hou;c. \Yhen 
ono lc~oks ronnd and the cornplarcnt 
{'OUntPl!~UH'C' of on the othPr 
"idP, rather th•.;y rcallv 
tv·liPYC the-.- p•coplc. Sine~ 
I haYe bcc•n lu,~rc henrd a lot about 
1hun n.· Jrt'~Pnling and that thPY 
Wf'ro l'f't~urnucl h,_- a ; but v,-hPn !'O~l 
analvs'. the li1nrc" Yon flnd that lllf'nl-
twr::;; · ( n thi:-. ~idr• of ihP Hcnl,.u.; roprPsent j1l·t 
f!S ma.JP' c]rctm·s. a:- tl1ov do. \·et 1n:: arp in a 
hopdc· · n1iuorit:•7 :~o fn1: n1C.nibr!'R arc coll-
ccr:1(d. \Ye• haso t\YC l11(D1lKTs on thi~; 
~idc of t!1r 1-Tou :, :'s ng:lin.': fl'cir fot:y-thrcc, 
yet \VC' rqll'f'· .:nt. n rqu 1l nnrnb0r of elector:-;. 
'TlL n"' 1" onH·thint; r_,_dically ·wrong- \\·ith 
nnr c1Prtornl .sy:.:;tc-nL ar:d it i.-.; about tirnn the 
nl('{:·toral lav,·s nf thi.:; ~~t -~te \Yl'l'C' rcYi~{~(L and 
we h.,d a 1wriodi<' r-:di~.tributio:l of scat~ 
:;on1c~\,·1wt on ~in1ilar l1il('"\ to th0 systcrn 
follo1~ f ··l in rcg trd to ti1c Comrnonvc·ealth 
r""'lf'ctor.ltt.'~- It is nran·v vf'ar~ -since th12rc 
was a rcrli~tribution of~ ~cJt~ in th~s StatP, 
and in ju~ticc to the cornrnunit::. and in 
order to prove that \V<' an~ a democratic 
t'0mmnnit,·. the electorates sho:Jld be resub­
rlividecl. ':\rany years a<ro tlw party opposite 
fought very hard for the principle of one 
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mr"n one Yotc. That priYilege "\Vas grantedp 
l think. under tho Morgan-Kidston Govern­
ment. Ha,·ing granted the privilege, we 
should go a step further and see that one 
vNP h«s one value, which is the natural 
corollar:v to the principle of one 1nan one 
YOtC. rro-da V Vi'(~ find SUCh a110111alies a.S 
this-that· th~ ciectorate of Flinders, with 
under 3,000 electors, returns one member to 
Parliament, and therefore has the same 
representation as tbe electorate of 
Logan. which has 10.000 electors. 'l'ho posi­
tion is absurd, and something should be 
clone to provide for greater equality of repre­
sentation. In country areas the people are 
<!ntitlcd to slightly greater representation 
than those in the thickly-settled town centres, 
and most of us agree that the quota, for 
eountry electorates should be slightly lower 
than the quota for city electorates. I feel 
1uite satisfied that if the electorates were 
,-esubdivided in the proper way, the present 
disparity of members in Parliament would 
not be what it is. \Ve would 1:tave a,n 
Opposi1ion of greater strength and better 
able to keep the Government up to the 
mark, and one that would not allow the 
·,ioYeJ·nmcnt to ride rough-shod over members 
on this side. One member pointed out a, 
while ag-o tha,t when the last resubdivision 
\Yas taking place, in order to make ce'rtain 
seats safe for Labour, huge tentacles were 
spread out from certain centres to grab­
Labour pockets and include them in safe 
Labour seats, and also to include anti­
Labour pockets in safe anti-Labour seats. 
One has only to look at Rosewood and the 
Hcrbert to understand what I refer to. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: You have a very 
nice pocket borough. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I have a total of 
o,·cr 8.000 electors. vet I have onlv the s~me 
Yot.int; po~\·cr as oP-0 hoo. n1ombc;· fron1 the 
X orth. v:ho ronr( -;ents onlv 3.000 electors. 
Thrct po~iticn sliould b~> rect.i6Nl, and I hope 
tht> (:ov, tnn1cnt 1Yil1 have the decency this 
~ ··~3ion 1.0 bring ill a l1C\V El(lctornl Di tricts 
~~111. •Thich lYiH rrovidc~ for a periorl.ic read~ 
j~·.;trn(·l~t of tiH.' boundaries of the various 
elr'cton:• _;._:;. 

T'ho J .. TTORKEY-GL:'\'.R:\L: Do ,\on ,Y'lllt a. 
l •• , 11strihu,·ion ·~ 

:\Ir. li. M. RCc\Sl~LL: I ,uggnt that the 
elc·ctoratcs should be rPsubdivid0d on the 
l1\:d1~ral basi~. The (Joyrrnn!C'nt should 

ppoiut :1 cornrni~ Jion consisting of the Chief 
Ekctr•ral Of!ic0r ancl n1her oflicialic quite free 
fro1n the don1inanrc of the prC'iC'Ilt pnrty in 
jJOI'H'r. All ~Ye war!t j~ a fair deal. \Ve \vill 
n Jt .t,'0t that frorn thl' Co-:crnniCnt, I am 
af.··a.id. 

The PREJ.HETI: \Yr• ·want vour d1•f11tition of 
\\hat" a fair ckn1 '' tucan~.' 

:ur. H. :\I. HC,SE:LL: I hope. during the 
·'r .ion. that ilF' Gf l"<'l'lLl1C"t \vill nutke some 
~t·rlons ('ffGrt to dr>a1 \\·1th thl~ n1att,::.>r of 
i'('ahorestat:o:-1. L<.U:il vrrrr the net rcyenue 
clPriYf'd by tho FOrestry Department, 
,.,:cJusi,·c of "awmil:s, was £202.000. and little 
o1· nothing has been done so far to ·7.rapplc 
with this proltlem sniou,l0-. \Vhile the 
Forcstrv Dena.rimc.lt is doing its best with 
the tin:(ited funds at its dispo·al it cannot bo 
expected to put reofforcstation on n proper 
basis unless extra n1oneY is granted. The 

Director of Fore-.ts has stated that 
[4.30 p.m.] he will want at least £100.000 per 

annum in order to deal effectively 
"ith rcafforestation. \V e have had the pre­
diction that in ten years the whole of the 



soft '"oods of Qnct1 IJ:J..ind 1.vill ha vc bc,~n cut 
out, but no 1)!·ovision is LC>ing n1ade for futuro 
supplit~s. l}n~: s a start i_j 1nade in tho 
matter of t.hr rf:.cdTon_'3tntion of sorne o£ our 
lan 1s, Queensland ·wi1l be in a ycr-~ sa-d 
plight in a few year~. As a. 111attcr of fact. 
the 1narket h(;l';) i.:; flcodcd with i1nportations 
of On ~on pine fl'orn An1.~rica. E-very boat 
\ov-hich comfls in L·om the \vest <:oast of 
Arncrira briiJgs a cargo of Ore-gon pine to 
Queensland. The rc'ult is that the value of 
pine will graduaHy drop, anJ the Government 
will have to reduce the royalties and stump­
age on timber, as they will not be able to 
extort such enormous r·oyal ties as they a re 
doing to-day. The effect of tlwse high 
royalties-and the Government havo got 
every copper out of the business-has been to 
increase the price of building to such an 
extent that it is practically impossible for a 
man of moderate means to build his own 
house. It would not be so bad if the money 
had been earmarked to provide for 
reafforeotation or to be applied towards the 
reduction of our public debt, instead of the 
money probably having gonp into the con­
solidated revc>nue. The Go, ,,rnment hc;vc 
been selling the furniture to pay the rent­
selling their a'Sets. That system should be 
stopped, and all the money derived from the 
Forectry Department should be earmarked, 
first~y, for rc;"tfforcstabon, and any surplus 
derived from the sale of the asoet should be 
applif'd imyard, the reduction of our public 
debt. and not put into ronRoliD.ated revenue. 
I hope that tl1e GoYernment will see their 
\\'ay clear to take this matter up seriously 
this se--:tion. 

Tht' ptopus~:d arncndment of the Constitu­
tion. I tnke it. rc·fcrs to the appointt11ont of 
"nother Mini ter of the Crown, I may be 
\\TOng in rn: surLiis(', bct8.Ut>C, so far, no 
mcrnbc:r of ·he GoYBl'lllnent ha3 explained 
the ruattcr 1o the I-Tou.sc. In Yiew of rhe 
statcrnonts uf hon. rnc:n1bcrs rhat it is the 
lntcr:tion of the Goyc-rnrn,,)nt to proviJo an 
extra qtlnrlcd l\iiniftcr, \\';. s-hould prob:~~t 
uguiHst this unnc::e.s~.ary 0xpcnditure. I can~ 
not '-' f'J:tt it is lL ·~- <trY to h' ,., tr>ll fu!t~~~ 
p;-!icl :Iin1-',cr-, conduc•i1\;i thE:' affairs of thLis 
Statc. ThPl'C is no reason 1vhv son1e of the 
portfnlics 'hou ld not be amali~ntatPd. Per­
sonalh· I hn\·e no objection to ::\linisters 
dra'' illg 1nor0 :-:;alar~v. If ''"e ha Ye a corn-
pet('nt loo~\:inp: aftf'r a dcparLnE'nt hP i~ 
'' orth !1 n;o~H:y. bnt I ca.n sec no npcc- ir:· 
for rl10 <111',)0\~11 an E1xtra. ~\li:rri:::tc-r; 
thf' d·'nai·t bo amulgamat0~-1. 
PrirT tU \:0 had 0i~~hf ~'lin] -tPr.-; 
of th(_• CrcY\'i.ll in Q1100n~In,nd. ~ nnc: i11 tho 
l:pp0r I-1o~Hc>, and. in arldi6on 1oth" rn·C'SE~:~t 
drporhnr-nt"-' uo\v adJnir:i--:tc·r~:d, they h~1d then 
also tht' Po'-1 and Tclc'graph, Cu~ton1s. and 
Dcft>1wo Dcnn.rt·.lolds. Thu.-e dcvartnu:-uh 
haYc h0cn jPttisonecL nncl ''"" have fewc!' 
d( parittH·Jd.S to be adn1inistereJ to-day, P<o 
that th1' ai )Oini lUent of an ('"'(tra 1Hnister is 
a.l1solntcly nnnPrf?SF2.r)~. I do not see ''':hy 
tlH' gffairs ot' thi.-; State eannot h~-. 1nanag-cd 
with thP JH'f'Sf!nt nntnlwr of J\tlinisters, and I 
think tlw Oppooition will object to th~ 
<Ullcnchu(·nt nf the Con~tltution iu that din~c­
tion. I ~hall nlso yote aq-ainst the retention 
of the State onicrpri>< '· 

I 1.orish to sa\~ in c:onelusion that the Go­
Yf'rnmcnt ha"';c Loffered us no indication that 
they )Jl"Opo•c to end ihe extravagance which 
is going on to-day. Safe in the security of 
a majority of fourteen, they think that they 
are doing the right thing in allowing things 
to drift on as they arc doing. 

G7 

\\-ill yDu give u ,, a. concrete 

Ivir. II. l\1. ru_:rSSELL: \Y c are not t.hc 
G·ovurnment. It is up io the GoYcrnrn(.nt 
To Cm cl fl8 r -ntGdy, aud the Opposition are 
prc;Ja red to lw ip th•,m in every proposal put 
b( foro th(-J I-Iouse \vhirh vvill have a good 
effect. But ihis programme will not do it. 
The bulk of it deals with extrct taxation of 
tlw n~onle, and makes no mention of a. 
rNluction uf public expenditure. 

It has been mooted that it is the intention 
of the GoYernment to increase the salaries 
of members of Pa,rliameut. I see no justifi­
c:>tion for that. \Yhile the State is in such a 
deplorable condition, we should hesitate long 
before we embark on any fresh expendit.ure 
in that rccvect, and I for one strongly obJect 
to it. 

0PPOSITIO~ MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RIORDAN (BurX·e): I have listened 
with intere't to the critici6m of the hon. 
member for Toombul of the Labour party's 
policy. We looked to hear somethi_ng f:om 
the new member for Toombul, who IS ha1led 
as a " White Hope " by the Opposition. 
D<>aling \vith the Govemment pohcy m 
regard to the increase of 10 per cent. in 
ra.ilway freights and fares, tho hon. member 
forgot to mention anything of his own 
management of matters connected with the 
Brisbane TramwaY Trust or under the 
Greater Brisbane Council. ?\ow, member& 
of tlH.) Oppo:3ition, amongst therr1 the hon. 
membN fot· Toombnl, say that this Govorn­
tnent should set about making the railways 
pa v. The Pren1.ier this n1orning pointed out 
th,~t there w'-,rc two ways in which t.his party 
could n1a.ke th:J railways pay-either by an 
incrc:~·J~ in fares and freights or by a reduc­
t' 0n ir~ '">'<lb'- •,-and that the GoYcrnmcnt vv('re 
110t pn:pared to a.dopt either of the"' mothC!d~, 
but had ~wt out to tr:;.~ to reduce tno dehclt 
1Jy i11cn 1sing fares and freights by 10 1?8!.' 
cent. Tho Greater Brisbane Councll-whrch 
has an area. of or:1~· r lJout 10 squa.re miks 
to a.ncnd to-(Opposition laughtcr)-told the 

in one ar-2u thn t they were going to 
1heir rat· to 9d. in tho £. but they 

increased t!HJ Yrtluations by lGJ p_>r cent .. 
is tht~ nic1-hod of camDufiagc ado)~~e_d 

·who are Dppo~ed to La bout. ~lus 
since it has b0en in office, h8P> had 

nend on offlri~:tls brought up in the 
' ut. ()~ o11 con.:;: rvati-..-c' goycnJ­

'", h J dlc bard. und who found 
tc :HlJpt und c~--trry out Lubonr's 

lJ'l rt': has 1Jbccd so:11e \Pi'!~ 
lc_-i.~lntion or1 the statutc-lJr;ok 

la11d. f,nt that i< not the ''url-all of 
thi3 p~;l'ty. \\-c fli'L~ llOf ~~OiJl_g to iiYt n:l 

·what ~so h:-tYC already aecomphshed, but ·w(~ 
no\Y ~et 0'._1t. befnre · ',\ c again to thn 
countr.... to put i1:to operation poli.:y 
outLq(j the Pren1icr al CairnR. 1he 
rcoplc of land reali~:: that this p.trty· 
:ms bt'C11 hollcst f'H:'r ~il1CC it~ 1·etnrn to po',~·cr 
in Qucron~land. Can the Oppo~it]on point !o 
;1 ny one re.?.t:u~r of lmportanrc- ll1C'ntioncd 1n 
thP pr 'Yiou; Pn~rnil'r·~ polic:'i': spcer~ a~d 
--a·,,. '!:hnt tne n1ab .. ~~rs .mentioned t11ere1n 
1ui P? not be,_ n plr~red on the statutt.~ 
hook ? On my rei urn from the Burke elccto­
n,tc and residing in tho electorate of 
Toornbnl. I f1_,)t ~nne a;waro t.hat, owjng to the 
oppos:tion by this party becoming pretty 
keen a;;~iust th,_• return of the hon. member 
for Tcornbul, the GrPater Brisbane Council 
decided to mnke cer!iJin improvements down 
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Hrrmilton flats in order to gull the 
The:- pent pnblic mnney on that 
to tlw d v of the poll. and on the 
rnorning u tlw ''"ork IYn stop1Jt:d. 
hat they called po1itir,d honesty. 

1 r that is the class ol political hocwsty that 
the pcopl0 of QtH'c•n:cdand Y • .-111 trccive front 
that clique o·n'r tlH~r·-', tlwn God f":lVe the 
]Jcoplc of Queensland from political honesty~ 

:.\lr. l\:ELBO: \Ybat abo•_tl \Yillov.lmrn "! 

: ~r. HIOTIDA:\ : Tl~t'l't is a lot of von 
.~ .. z:r·ntlerrten over tlwro who Dllf_.tht io be U]~ in 
\Yi1lo1vburn. (LaPghtPL) Hon. mc-mbet-~ 
nppo-"'ite that the GoY('rmacnt htlYC no ... 
fc,lt the uf t.hL-' drought up to date. 
J 1 sho•.;, how littlP the'· know a bout the 
drou:rht. Durln; tlH• l'(~cPlll c•!ect.io~• cam­
]Jrtign 1 vi~ited _11y C'lectoratt'. travc1lillg 
oYcrlunrl from Brl'battP ro t-bc Uulf. I will 
t~ndertako to track a g-ra~~!JOJ p(·r frotn Julin, 
('reek clmn1 to the I.c•ichharclt RiYcr. the 
cOUJHT,Y i~ i'-0 ban•. 

Let me give an illu .... iration of a person 
brought up in the BnYirollTIIC'llt of a.n office, 
t.rnincd b:v pasf'ing oxarninai io~1 a ftPr 
!'Xarnination, Evin:~ here contlnuaU.v adrninl~­
lering .. A.cts of Purlianv'nt. <111d baYing no 
llractical knowledg-e of out:;:idP bu3incss. 
f!'hc-,0 people \Yho L-~n:· th<n the droughi· so 
i'ar ha-; uot afi'p:;tPd QnC'eH~land do 11ot kuo~' 
vdw .. t they aro talking about.. Take t.he visit 
of th<) ~Cmler Secretary for Public Land-. a 
uwn who should know hj~ business and 
,honld ·have a bettnr practical knowledge of 
1 he department that he is adminisrering. He 
>a_v, that he paid a visit to what was called 
r.lw drought-stricken areas of Queensland and 
that things were not too bacl there. If things 
nre not too bad there, and Mr. Meh·ille and 
Dthcr people say that the drought is not 
a ffectinR: Queenslanrl yet. will they please 
Pxplain to me tbe reasons why the people 
nronncl the Central--West and :'\orth-\Vest are 
removing what s~ock they can to agistment 
'"ountry, and paying so mnch a thousand for 
t h<> agistment of ,,heep' The rolling-stock 
on the railways is taxed to its fulle ~t carrv· 
ing capacity to eo rry foddt)r for tho starvi1ig 
,took. Notwithstanding all the'<' things. we 
have people attempting to pro'"'' that thcr'' 
ls no drought on! If hon. rr1cn1bcrs opposih' 
would move a\vay from tho city during thr' 
.recess and make themsclYC:4 conv{?rsant with 
the cOnditions obtaining in Quc_•onf'land, thr'.\' 
wonlcl then be in a po ition to speak here of 
tlw needs of the countrv from first-hanrl 
information. I vi ,itecl the ·Eachum electorate 
in Jnmwry last during the bv-E>lection. 'rho 
l<'ador of ihe OprlOsil"ion and manv of his 
follovrcr::-~ n1so Yisited that. d0C'tornte ~to a:;;si~t 
the Opposition candidate. 1\Ir. Hcale. Th<' 
members of that party had tlwir Pves onencd. 
They \V<'re visiting :\"orth Qnecusland for lh<' 
:\r~t t1mc, and were not a\'nll'C that such 
<1 pro;;;;perous area ope-ned for exploitai1on by 
lltc Govf'~'nmcnt f_xisted. The .... "T must have 
realise-d that natm'e had uot planted the 
{'rons there. nor had naturP done the IVoTk 

1 ha·t thPy sa1v. Thev mnst also have realised 
i hat the policy of t!w GoYcrnment in 
dPYeloping arens outside o£ the Yarious cities 

a•. responsible for thE' development they 
a"· taking place not only in Xorth Queens­

hnd but rig-ht throur~hout the IPnvth and 
l1readth of Queensland. de,nite all that the 
',J erE~rniahs" over there ~ight say. 

The c1os:urc of the Dtiungnna n1inPs 1s 
1·cgrcttable on all hands, but it must \.o 
recoo:nised that the Government cannot place 
metal in the ground, and that when the 

[J/1'. Riordan. 

1rPI :1l ha~ ll('i<'l'i".'(l 01'1 ih a rniue. then thP 
rnilH' it···>]f i~ uf n:1 fnrtl10: t~-,t• to 1-h,, c.nTJ­
P'1U!li;:. 'l 1

ll<H ;'"' .... o with a~i ''ir~i!l!~ 1"\\"ll 
I[ ha~ LapyH tH d prcyi( 'i·;.d:-- '1!1 hli' 1Jahner 
f.tnd at ( 'ro. don. C1·oydon, 1 ltu w:~; once a 
pro..::pnro~t~ L,\Y!L cClrrying a 1- opulrd ion of 
ld:OOO people, lw~ to-da~,· a ·pofh'lation of a. 
~--nJple of. hn1ldl'P(1 k. Labo,lv W,ts noi 
nt JHP.If'l' n1 ,~ ht~n Cro\ .ion closf'd 
~.~O\YIJ. Y<'t tlH' \la rty ia l'IJ\\ e-r a't l·hr tinH' 
(Un!d n'dt kf,'P _ ni~:g;. Thl.', could 
1101 ]H'Othte, l from 1 he ground if gold 
d:cl 1JI'1 a11V than tbi:-- Co>;ern-
ll~f.'l:t ('<lll pnJdtH .: ~•nd l:·ad frorn the 
r 1iil:agOP rn1nP·- if ' 1 

• ; do llOt Pxist ther<'. 
\Yh(', tht· (:oYernnw .t .~p::.. kr- of purchasing 
::-ib-l·t· :.tud lead m illt's. T dicl not think that 
t\H'\" ·,·;11 1:-l n'"JVPJ' frnHl thc'rll .snflicient -ilver 
-rtnd 1( td ro Inal a d(·"r-Il :wlf-ct·owiJ~, Lnll 
tl11- di:..::.eo,·t'l'V of a I1t' lode in tlH~ :i\Iunrrnna 
lil1ll('s cl:·lblt•d thl~ (<hillagop ;.,Jll('lt('r~ t~ bP 

<J!·ked for front o to t hrec \'('Ul'..,. T1H' 
do·wn of n1ine-; wili n1ean that 

, 1f hr' g-et~ the assistant C> h0 
~·01--ancl hl' l~a~ been receiving it 

h·oin tltP pi·c ~('lH s.\"!l>padwtic ~line:;; Dcpart­
ItlCnt~1·:iJ1 Lranc;h out, and new discoyorieci 

I po, iuly he fonml \Yhich will keep Cln'· 
goi11g. Although the Govenunent 

h,lYP c:u::;etl cluwn th0 rn.inc-~ nt l\1ungana, 
llH'l'l' j:-; 110 ~uggpsrion that they purpo 'P 

('Jo:--ing dowa 1 ho r:hillag<:ie SlnclterP. If 
snfficieni on; i • proc!ucod. the smelters will 
be kept !-'Oing to treat that ore. In 1915. 
w1H'n thP prcscni GoY0rnn1ent 'vcro returned 
to power, the then Chillagoe company had a 
short time previonsh· approached the Den· 
ham GoYernuwnt fo;. u loan of £30,000 to 
enable them to carrv on OJ)erations at Chil­
lagoe. Contrast tl;e treatment of North 
Queensland by the present Government to 
the treatment received from the crowd on 
the Opposition benches ! At the timo ther 
was a war on. Chillagoe, which produce I 
principally copper. was dependent on the 
smelters to keep the population there, but 
the Government of the day allowed the town 
to languish for the sake of a loan of £30,000. 

Had tlw Dcuham Government then been 
snnpathctic towcu·ds ::\orth Quc-•ns!and. the• 
{ 'h illagoo Pntcrprise wDulcl have enjoyed th,· 
price of £112 per ton which was paid for 
copper during- the whole period of the war . 
As soon as ilw war ceased. the bottom fell 
out of the metal market. When we had 
abolished the L~pp0r I-1on~o "\VO "\\,l'rc :sue" 
ces~fnl in getting ·Chilla;oP going again. 
and the Govemment han' kept the field 
p;Ding CYCl' since. I hope somo ncw dis+ 
coveriPs will be llJaclc that will keep Chil­
lagoe p;oinp; fo1· a. lonf:; tin1c. I mn fairly 
optirni~tic in thi:; regard~ becau~P, kno·, .. ing 
the miucr. and hcing sure that the DPpart­
mel<t of :.\J ines ,vill carry out a systematic 
llruspPct.inp; ~c-hcn1('. I am fairly confident that. 
JJe~,,- discoycrie~ will 1lo n1adc in ancl arotnu~ 
the EthoridgP. Robortson. Perc,:- ,,illc. and 
Yer_v likely tbc ('hillagoo districts. ,,-·hich ·will 
C'Jlnb1c the smc her~ to carry on for years to 
CPillt'. 0\·ving to the f'nH1enc~s of the plant 
at Chillagoe. most of the by-products hr,vc 
llCL'll losL anc1 p0rhn ps the Gon:>;rnmcnt havP 
L~'t'n too timid in li~t0ning to thr> criticisrn 
of the lnPtropnlitan prt"ss. rnctropolitan rncn1-
h1 r~. nnJ pco.de wlth ~tunted. vi:-;ion~. IIad 
1he Govcrnrncnt ~1rll'tr·d ont and bron!Zht the 
Chillag·op plant 11p to datt•. so saYing· the 
hv·J•ro<lncts, prohabh· C'hillagoP woul<l b' 
h<Jlrling it~ on·n to-drry. 

Th() Op11o~i tion spen k of tlw (}ovcrnrncnt's 
failurr::; in f!tntc cJ~terprisf's. but. take the 
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uudt.,rb.l' illg of t [n·ec or four cmnpanies at 
Cloncurry, cmjduetetl on good old privatt~ 
C'llh~rpri_-;c linos. There is no1v no luarkt•t 
for dlC on) ni'oduc0d in the ClonclliTY dis-
1 rict., and tlwsP opera1ing then' cannot pro­
dncC' at the prirt~ offereJ. Th(' leadPl' of 
~he Opposition on hjs Northf'rn tour 's{at:·t-! 
!hac he was prepared tu < Jntinnc Chillag·oe 
,,nd to hand the IHiw: :' and the ~rnc1trr?i OYC~r 
to th~ rncn tl1ere. At that tirne Chi llagcw vnt.') 
io;ing· sumc,;-hcre from c£30,000 to ,£40,000 
a year. That is \\'hflt thP ho11. [•·ent1cinan 
nnd his party wcrt• vrc-pan l t~ do for 
l'hillagoc 1 

The S:c :·nET.\RY FO?. AcRJcr~.TCRE: TlH'Y 
Inadc ro provis1o:l for financing ihc 1ninc '· 

)ir. RIORDAX: Oh, no: that was a 
~pc·ondnrv con:-idcration. TheT,- ·would have 
kt'nt t.h3t HJODC'V conccale-:1 it1 and around 
th~ Inctropolitnn arP<.l t.o clo wb1t the GrPatcr 
Hri~ba11e { 'ouncil did during the !at~~ State 
clect.ions--~tand bv their n1ut.e whPn the 
orpo:sii·:,)H got. a ·bit s.trong, dQ a, bit of 
work to tidr him over the olec1 ions. and then 
leave llw work unfinished, thus wasting public 
rrione,-. Tn::;peet thP operations of thP coun­
<'il and see what thry hetve doue. 

To-day the GO\-ernm<'nt an· proceeding 
with the l\1ount Isa lllines, and a little work 
i~ bciug e:1rricd on1 at La.l-\11 lJ ills. ~lcni­
bc•rs of the Op;JOsition ;-oirorl a p.l'Otc" 
again.:;t the· consti:uetion of thP 1Tount J:.a 
RaihYay because it was:. going out3idc the city 
houndnl'v. I cort-idtT that ~.'fount Is'l \Yiil 
soon giv.e a big- boo~t to thC' mining indu:'1ry 
of this Sta t-C'. and I hope l hat in thf' ;-ery 
near future n1inlng will be carried o11t on 
a la.rgt~ ~calc\ at La\Yll llill:' and jn th0 Btu·kt! 
district. 

Retuming hom the Gulf aftf'r nomination 
day. I vYas surprised to ~ee. a 1n1n1ber of 
~lwep n1aking· for the Gulf countr.v for 
agistment. Since I ha;-e been in this House 
I have rcp<'atedly In-ought before the Deparl­
l'Wnt of Public Lands the necessity, when 
throwing open land for closer settlement, of 
giving the incon1ing selector a chance to get 
on his feet, and I have pointed out that for 
the first period the Government should not 
fix a high rental, which is a bad policy in 
regard to land settlement. Let the fir;t period 
he reduced to five years, if they are not pre­
pared to grant a low ·rental for the full 
period of ten years; but allow the small 
selector to g-et settled on the land before 
charging him a high rental for his land. 
1'hat would give him an opportunity to get 
his land fenced in and to erect his home, and 
it would assist to keep him out of the hands 
of men like the hon, member for ).i"undah. 
who generally got hold of him ancl charge 
him a high rate of interest, with the re,ult 
that the selector is ··truggling for years pay­
ing interest and paying a high rental, and is 
not able to pay income tax, whereas, if he 
got the first term at a low rental, he would 
become an income tax payer in. a yery short 
time. Tlw small man is D!le of the be"·t 
produc0rs, becau~c h<' n1akes the Ia.nd pay th~ 
State its full eeonomic Yalue. HE' is the 
be.st class of settler bPcan-c he takes his wife 
and fan1il:v there. and he works hi::; place witL 
lwo or three men, whereas the big- holding. 
on which vrm could spttlc ten or fifteen 
familie..;. i '"~ to-day C'lllplo.ving a coup!~ ::Jf 
\i\'hite 111cn and twentv o·r thirtv black~. rx_~hu 
Cl,o;,cJ' :Settlement Ac1~ is a ycry: good one for 
development. Droughts will conw and go llD 
rnattcr what Governrnent rnay be in office, Lut 
in the Gulf country they ha;-c newT cxperi-

0nt- (1 a drour::ht. There nro L·r).~t~ qnantitic ~ 
of grns~ do\Yil there nt prc:cnL but dH·re i~ 
a clifflculty in grlting sheep then~. a~ 1l1t' 

st'Jck routc·s arc do~cd owing to no 1vater 
bcin'_!' ayctllabll' alo1!g the routc:e-:. 

I \Yas y(~ry p~ .!a::-r>d to sec in th" Lieutl'n:-'l· _t­
Go\·crnrr',~ Spf'C'<'h that. \Ve are to ha:;n n 
\Valer Bill. which i badly needed in IYP'h'rll 
Quc0n~L-nd. I }JOpe th0 Irrigation and \VatP1. 
Suppl:v D0pwr't!llent will ~('0 t.hat proYi:.:ilOI! i .' 
mack for \YUtfT a]on~ the sto,__.k route:~ :::o 1 /l:! r 
, ioc~: n1av be ah~e to travc~l :;,t alJ ]JC'riod ·. 
Tf thflt ~~-rrP dcrw, ,~·ithout the cxpl'll"f' C!t 
buiJrlin~ a railwny a n1an \YOnld b<~ al1!P 1o 
t-ravel hi~ ~to;:~: tO grass country. Take· th~.· 
Bnrklv Tabl0lanrl. To-dav th0rc is pl·"1't. 
of gra5~ on thr Tabl0lar,d ~nd plPnty of gru.~ 
in Hw Gulf e 'untrv toiYt..rds Carnooweal. and 
~hero is plo11ty cf '~,:ttr>r in tlH' Gl't1 SOJ':V H.i•: .1· 

;1nd other nutr.n~ifirent --tr0an1s flowing UlY 
r here. \1i, ... p ]w,,:c. h'-e~1 fortuiWi"f' in regard to 
.)ur land H'hlemcnt Jloiic,,-. It is only human 
nature, \Yhcthcr ~·on br, a lnrgc or :;;n1a.ll 
hoLler. to get thn rr:;ost out of it, and it iR a­
pity that no proYi;-,ion has b{_~Pn. _n1ad.c t'; 
con1ncl "~ ttlP~ ~ tn 1nakc f'Otne IHOYl:"-1011 for a 
ti<n~ Eke• the prt's~·nt. 

In connection r~·it·h the dairying industry. 
the sett!crs haYf' sllos erceted on their farn1~. 
where thcv storP the food to be U5ed to feed 
r:,cir stocl~ in rh·ought periods. I think that 

th( ;2;'rassAs in the Gulf a.nd 
[5 p.m . .J \\~e,tern district' could be stored 

in sjlo~ constructed on the selee-
1 iom. \\·,. r•onlrl well h·n·c silos constructf'cl 
<'rl each scloction s:J as to n1.ako provi~im1 
for feed "·hPil "'asons ;ne bad. This would 
h<lP tlH' m1a!l selector o;-er a dry period. 
Tf we do not get rain by September, it will 
),o good-bye to ihc pastoral industry m 
Xorth-westcrn and Central Queensland. 
Hon. members who have vi5ited those parts 
will agree with Jllf' that there is about ~s 
much grass in this Chamber as there 1s 

along the stock routes and off the stook 
routPs in that part of the country. The 
position is a ~f'rious one. Several, reqnes!·:, 
have been made ihat the SC'cretary for Pubhc 
Lands should pay a visit to the droug:ht­
stricken area_ Personally, I do not thmk 
that the visit of the :Minister to the drought­
stricken areas would improve the position or· 
make a blade of grass more grow there. The 
droug-ht is on us, and the Sec,retar~ _for 
Public Lands mmt realise the posttlon, 
despite the report which has emau~ted from 
the Under Secretary, Mr. Melv1lle. MY. 
Melville's report will not hold water, a~ I 
pointed out previously. T~e effect of )m!ld­
ing a railway to slnft starvmg stock, w1thout 
making- some provision for settlement along­
the railway. is not going to get the people 
who have staning stock anywhere, becauso 
the traffic from starving stock alone would 
not pav for axle grease. The ll1?r.'e:v 
required for a railway to make provisiOn 
for mmm·ing· stock when a drought take' 
:lace. suv. mJco in ten or fifteen years. would 
he bette~ spent in constructing pit silos and 
making proYision for th.o storage of food to 
ff~cd F:tork \Yithnut hav1ng to rcnloYe th01n 
during the ell·,\- period. 

The Ra ilwa v Dr-partmeut has come in for 
a crood dPal ·ot criticism in regard to tll•' 
tno~Ting of stock. and I .~,uppose I have. g!vcn 
mv sharf' of criticism both of the Mnust<~r 
flrirl ... bo Conlmis~iow_~r; but there is nbo then 
side of the question to be considerod. Tlw~­
have been shifting· large numbers of sheep 
and carrying a hUge quantity of feed, and. 

Mr. Riordan.] 



't\1 I,.i.an ou tLu l.F:d hiit' his ;1of';.;: until h_: 
i. HlJ·Ulutriy tmnpcl1\·d t{) do so. In ch·ought 
ar._': ·"', when one O\VlH'r i:3 f'Olllpdkcl to shift. 
.;1nr k, th;:n prncticallv the of the 
~~! o'-·~ ·owlL'l'S are cvrnpc~l0d to it, \Vith 
lh~· result tha: theY rnsh their orders into 
the Hail way Depai·tnl~~nt, PYe-ryouc expect­
ing to ge-t a train on the sau1e da \', and 
uuiLing no allowance for the oxceptio:r;ftl clr­
CllHlstances and th he(.n--,· traffic which is 
h<·ing e-arried by the Rai·h, ay Departm0nt. 
Per ,on ally, I think the department has 
handled the position remarkably >relL 

I know that whPn re>rn·c~,entations \Ycre 
made by the iVestern pastoral members iu 
n'g-ard to the l'Pll10Ya1 of starYing 8tock and 
tb,, carriage of fodder. the Commissioner 
irnnrcdiately sent three 1H?1Y engin£''> frorn 
hNo and five engines from Chillagoe, and 
.11.J~o ;:,cnt up a nwu frolil Br1sba.ue to Towns­
vj!!e to relieye the po':lition. \Ye• get win·-; 
a t tin1C's from ou.l' elector~ in regard to 
llli"ing fodder which has been sent along 
for starving stock, Some people have com­
plained that consig111nents hnse Llc~lt on the 
roacl for a month, I brought a e;aS<' of that 
kind to the Commissioner, aHcl it ''""' found 
t.hat. the fodder had bec'n railed from Towns­
villc and delivered and signed fol' pradi<·alh 
300 1niles from· To-vnlsYillc three d:tv:-: after­
-\\'ards. There could be• :nothillg liltH:·h fastPl' 
~,han that unlt:·,,'S you ran un r-xpre~~, t1·nlu 
fm· thqf- indiYiduul~ llegk,_:til!;.:: C'YC'rvbodY c11--f". 

,,-,'" o all 1nagnify our O\'< 11 :>ri(~Ya;H'L'. 'but l 
'k:.')y,- that ~: n1ujorit~· of thP fnir-tbi.llklng-

·,,~_.~Jl'H in \Y(':-:;tcrn {-)uet>n~·Iat;d rr'ali.::P 1Lat 
Uovc,rnnH·nt haY<' lJtS•n doing tlH' he~r fol' 

i~t: and t~Ycn \Yhcn tlw ir:l't't'H:--(' in fart·~ 
,, ! d frPight~ w;,:s b!'cmght abonl, the UoYcrn­
L ':.t l_1id 1~0 i-l id'- 1r on to tho;-:;·~' -.,yho had t.he 

10 b' f ciug Lll'<Hl9,·1!1. hl t-pitt~ 
·()- " hat llH'ntbl'r::; onpo...-itc :-~a\- of the UoYc-rn­
lL1~ nt''3 ho.-tilit~T to 'the pa:Stl';.,d il~dn .. t.ry. OlH 

or r JHl~tonJ 5£>at;-; \YOll ~1t tJJC' last. 
1.·. pr.:.to:!.·a1 nicrnhr•J · 'i\'PI'<-' returned 
li!~(']'po:;;ctl and 110 gnat itJJ~I~tric~ \\:..'1' 

1). :.~\rrie~t 01~ in_ tho."P di h·iL>;; at- ~he 
tiJ ('. ~ l,nc- snc<tnng 1ndn~ti'y wa~ prn_ctlcruly 
-< n CO\YlL Hen. rn:._ lllLPrt- optK)~ltf' had 

ball at llwir to• .,, but th"': v:erp not 
~ant to kiPk it br:,:..:ul~P 1h._ y ~ knc\Y t.hev 

onld get tlwir reply fro1n rr-ien ·who haY£: 
.i.!one on to q=-1ection~ i11 '\Y,. H'l'n Queensland. 

:\~r. CL.\YTC'X: \Yhat do You thi.1k about 
i):UC''tsr~·. in padiamc·Htal'y ~al!u·ic-, ~ 

J.I1·. RIOHD .. AX: Ar!y increa~.,~ 'iYhich is 
rn:;~, d by this Go\.Pl'lll1H."l1t ha:::. l11Y \\hol<·­
'iu•:-trtcd support, and I v;ould llOt b(• as Li{'' 

hypocritL' as ~OHlC' gentlernen on the onp<~ 
"':r- ei~h who~··, gra;-:;.ping da·," ~ I liOW" ~ef' 
:">\'.n'tc-~~lllg out to take anythinh· c·on1iPg fron1 
rht--. t~ovc-rnnlC'nt. ;~nd 'd:o"e inf'onsistenc·· 
"ill allow them tn take iL H tlwv had an~­
]:I'~IH'iplc, tht'.Y would refuse it. that is th't' 
lttitndc of th(' "tW~tb '' on tlw job. I haYf' 
~bn1ys st.ood for high wugc·s, aDd when an 
1 _ .. ,:r.ca.c.c 1s going I arn rot. n:o-ing io be_' onC' 
~o ·· s~~b" on n1y nud.o3. (Lauglitcr.) Any-
1~0\Y. 1f .son10 of th0 rn0rnhers on the other 
~·;d~_, nro v,·orth £500 a year. I atn "\Yorth 
£5,0JO. (Rcne'n'd langhte1·,) If they heliew 
1n i'qu::d pay fo1· equal work. whv sho'J]c1 
~nembers in ;'\ew Sout-h vYales get £875 a 
"c•ar, and members of the Federal House of 
H<'fH'rsentatiYcs and Senate £1 000 a vear 
-\Yh 1 'Il in son1e other States th~v get ~ onh: 
£400 Ol' £500 ., T''o uniformitv !' Whv no't 
ha Ye a uniforn1 parlian1ontary \'rage? u 

Then iako th0 position with regard to my 
>:n1n electorate, vVhat does it cust me to vicit 

! J!r. R£ordan. 

t:w p:.,oule liYing Ht Burkcto\rn, Lr:.\vll l-lill~. 
8!Hl _:..-Ol'i1Hl.llt0'1 ': }Tavc thL~y 110i jnsi us untch 
right tu sec' 1110 us clil~ll tJ~-:i in rnctro-
politan arc>,t'; ha-.·p to see C:O!~:-.tituc.lt '! 
.. \111 I goi11g to din_• im) rny pocket and bP 
in debt Year uft('r V<'Ul' bccctusc I dr-.in_' to 
Yi."1t ~·on--titueni,,'and giyc thern a fair go: 
1 ha n; Pll honest 1u rny job. I l:rr ye Yisit _•d 
lJlY ( lef'toratn eYC'l'Y year. anfl I wilt t d\:c· anv 
1nE:.!nbcr alou-:;·, if 'hC i.;; preparct~ to pay 1u~· 
Pxpr•u·<cs -Ol' hal£ of tht•rn--(Janghtcr)--,,o that 
hP can ..,q--. what it will co~t for N·ans 1)orL 
\YlH'l'e vou have to take a n1otor-car off the 
rank yOu v.rill find the railway pass is abJo­
lutP]y no good to you, The only thing that 
will get you through thel'e is 2s. a mile car 
hire, If von consider 270 miles from Clon­
ClllT,\- to Kol'tnanton, 150 n1iles from Nornlan­
ton to Burketown, and 220 miles back froru 
Btll'kc1own to Dobbyn, yon realise what tlw 
''"t of travelling means, If an Under Sec­
'"'tar~- respon,ible to this Parliament is worth 
£l~OC0 a ;:ear, with anton1atic increases, a 
liberal a!lnvt ance of 30s. a day and all 
(•xpcH:H ·"' \rhile travelling, then arG not n1eln­
U<rs of Parliament entitled to some con­
,;d,•raticm ·: Shc;ttld I b~ put to the expense 
of payi11~; Ill,\' o·<'.n e<..:pcnscs ·: In and around 
tlH· tnetr~poli::; there are a greater nurnbe1· 
of call~. b1!t }JOn. uwrnbcrs in those parts do 
nut lutYc' the :5urnc arnount o£ trayelling 
v·qLn~c. "'· rrhe railway pass is nO good OlJ 
t h:' 1 nuus unle':, YOU are a 1ncmbcr of the 
(~rt'~t,'l' l3ri':7;ane ·council. The pass cannot 
L · u·-cd on thP tl'lllHS by a politician, although 
it. ( tll L used in Svdnf'v. The increase in 
~al::ry ('~tltllot ~olnP ~too ~oon for n1e, and I 
hHY(' ;;uflk:!C'nt <.;on:Gdcnco in 1ny electors to 
k:·o · tha1. ,dwn I go befol'O thmn again, they 
\, il~ that \Y<.--. did not go far enough and 
~lwnld gor::e .ah:o. for a traYelling allow-
ance. 

{\;111ill~): to the que:<.tion of th0 con-
"truc·t;mt l'~til n ·'~ ·., t"~lJs Ulon:,ing I .henrd 
1l ' iJl-L!H'd .. Dou~j·hs ... d.a\Y.::on Bl(nhoned, 
<ll;d T l~ ·it"tH'd to criticisrn lev01!cd against 
tl"· GoH•J nment in lo ing- £~3,000 in that 
1 1 ttc ·. TilL' <~ctiou of the Opposjtion is con­
...,j~tt' 1t \'.'ith th0ir ~tu ion of th., past. The 
·· DougLt:-:. 2da '1-Y 0.1 " \·as purchased at a 
tiL,e wtwu it wa:0; ncccs·'·ctry to reiicYt' thP 
p< siti{i!i in th·~ Gnlf eonntr.v. b0rau.~c a ship­
pinrc .. (·01u]wny had trd..:t~n off their boat \Yith­
out g iYi'lg' un:,' Ho(iC"e whateYCI'. The G·o­
\'f'rll!ll('Tlt C'arnc to th'---. resruc. and saved the 
p, oplP of the Gulf fron1 s1arying. 'Ibc• 
C.on'!'l111H'llt purchased the boat for £16,000. 
"ad lost '•Ol1!e\\ lwre about £7,000 to £8,000 
n y;•ar on it in their E~ffort", to maintain a 
hai1dful of pcovle in that conntry. If th0 
policy of tlH' Opposition had been put into 
q>c·ru.t1nu. ih0 Gulf v,ould hRYe been prac­
ticallv \lPsC't'ted to-dav. As Roon as 1ve found 
that;, company was 'prepared to do the jou 
chcapPr, \YQ paid a subsidy of £5,000 a year. 
Tlrtt. wa~, pajd to the Burke Shipping Com­
pany foJ' carrying on that business. l\1r. 
Burko said he would approach the Fedora! 
Go.-;crnment to SN' if they were prepared to 
n:tenr! n subsidv on Commonwealth maiL 
end he intimah'ci that. whatever he received 
from the Federal Government would be 
,kdudc>d from the subsidy paid by the StatP 
GoYernment, but his limit was £5,000 sub­
sidy for ele-ven trips a year to the Gulf. 
The service has been a good one, carried out 
faithfully ·by the company, Immediately the 
CotnnlonvYealth GoYernmcnt got the oppor­
tunity, i,hey cut out the £1,000 a year sub­
sidy on mail to the Gulf, thus reducing the 
suboidy to ihe shipping company to £4,000, 
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ancl to yvhmn thi.s GoYel'lHlH'llt had 1nmniscd 
a , llbsidy of £5,000. 'fbat is the sympa­
thetic cJnsiderntio11 that the tleYelol>llH~nt of 
all o:.tt id:-_ c0ntrc.; n'c~..-i\~\."':3 frou1 eithcr 
-='J tiona l or ~D c~• 1!cd Prog-r~-·-siYo partief'. 
All 1:12.t th,_,H: partio~, {--n SL'C in l'C'~ard to 
tho,,p e--ntre, ].-; tL ~ir o\Yll nalTO"\\' environ­
mPnt. and thr_-. nJe7horl; ly~;- which thov f'Hll 

rear·h on t to b:---n L fit 1 ~cn1 ~-L.]\-C'S nlcrcuriari ly. 
That is th0 ro1.son \'i'hy hon. rnf'InborR oppo­
Ritf' conti11uc to bccupy the Opposition 
benches. The policy of rhi' party has not 
bet·n int0rfC'r('d wlth bY anv section of the 
-comrnunitv to the s::nnC e:d0nt as intprfer­
encC' has ~('( 11110 to the party opposite. \Ye 
all remember the time when the state of tl1P 
parties •vas fairly balanced, and agents of 
the party op )O~ite \Y0l'E' running about \Vith 
n1o~:rv in order to buy OYer an hon. n1Cn1ber 
of th0 CoYerrnnent r)~lrL,Y. Thny \VC'ltt into 
thPir nlac"-='· and ns a resu~t will re1nain in 
thot 1ilrrce for a. long while. until they will 
evPntually disapp:•1.r altogcthc:r. The peopl0 
of Quccm:.land }JaYc hr.rl a wic1C' experience of 
Nationalism. D.- some miracle at the last 
Federal election ·they recei.-ecl a majority in 

·Queensland. but that majority will be on!:-· 
a short-! ived one. To-da)-- t,Jwy arc trying 
to raise a catrh cr.v against this GoYPrnmen1· 
··on the big national question that was raised 
by the hon. member for :'\nnclah. 

i\lr. KELSO: The Fccl(•ral <'lections ,.-ere 
not g-erl'Ynlandcred. 

:.\11-. RIORDA:i'\ : The hon. member is a 
Jer.-·miah: I do not lmoyy about gerry-
rnandering·. (Laug·htcr.) 

Tlw SPEAKER: Order: Orc1Pr: The 
hon. rncrnl-Jcr h13 exhau:::tcd the tin1c allo,vecl 
him under the Standing Orders. 

:.\h. DEL\CO:\' (Cunninolw.l): I beg· to 
mon_) the adjmn·nn10nt of tl10 dcbat, 

Qm tion put and passed. 

The rc .... tnt~~liion of tht> d0bHt0 ~ya:-; nwdc n 
Grder of th~ Day for to-1"onmv. 

Th0 HomE' adjourned at 5.17 p.m. 
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