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WEDNESDAY, 28 JULY, 1926. 

PRESE:'i'TATIO::-{ OF SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Jiaree) 
took the chair at 10 o'clock, and said: I shall 
now proceed to Government House, there to. 
present myself to His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Speaker then left the chair. 
On the House resuming at three minutes to 

12 o'clock, 
Tho SPEAKER said: I have to report 

that I have this day presented myself to His 
Exccliencv the Lieutenant-Governor as the 
member ~hosen to fill the high and honour­
a blc office of Speaker, and that His Excel­
lency was pleased to congratulate me upon 
1ny election. 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

THE LIEUTE:'i'AJ';T-GOVERXOR'S 

OPE:'i'I::-<G SPEECH. 
At r;oon His Excellency the Lieutenant­

G-overnor ca1ne in State to Parliament Hou~e. 
'vas announced by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and 
received by the Speaker (Hon. '\Y. Bertram) 
at the bar. 

The members of the Assembly being se-tted, 
His Excellency read the following Opening 

:O:pcech :-
" GENTLE11IE:-i OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

-I have called you together for the con­
sideration of important public business. 

"On the occasion of the last opening of 
Parliament, some twelve months ago, the 
then Governor, Sir Matthew Nathan, ex­
pressed his regret at leaving the Stde where 
he had spent many pleasant years. It is 
appropriate at this, the first opportunitc- since 
His Excellency's departure, to acknowledge 
his expressions of gratitude for the treatment 
he received here, and at the same time to 
,,et on record the appreciation of m:- Govern­
ment of the devoted servic;e Sir Matthew 
Nathan rendered to Queensland during his 
term of office. Sir :;ylfttthew left this State 
on the 26th October last year, and with the 
<'oncnrrence of my advisers 'vas granted flve 
months' leave of absence on half pay by the 
Imperial Government. Up to this date no 
ad,-ice has been received reg,trding the 
appointment of his successor. 

" It is within the knowl~dge of this 
Assembly that in August, 1925, a memorial 
wets addressed to His Majesty's Secretary ot 
State for the Dominions, signed by the 
Premif'rs of five of the Australian States on 
behalf of their respective Governments, ask­
ing that all vacancies thereafter occurring in 
the office of State Governor should be filled 
by r\w~tralian citizens. 

"A reply to these representations has been 
rcr;_,ivcd by n1y advisers, in \vhich it i:­
pointcd out that the ultimate decision in this 
matter restf,d with the people of Australia, 
and indicating that in the opinion of His 
l\fajesty's Go,-ernment there was no assur­
ance that. if the proposal were now agreed 
to. the deci,ion would be accepted as a 
definitive settlement of the question. 

" The transactions "t the Treasurv for tho 
year ended 30th June last resnlted in a 
deficit of ~554,685. Up te the end of 
December the prospects of closing the finan­
cial year with a surplus seemed vrrv fayour­
able, but the disastrous drought from then 
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on made itself felt to such an extent that the 
position of the railway finances was entirely 
changed. 

''At a Conference of Commonwealth and 
State Mi.nisters held in Melbourne in May 
last. the financial relations between the States 
and Commonwealth were discussed. The 
Commonwealth Government submitted pro­
posals whereby the field of taxation of 
mcomes of individuals would he evacuated 
in return for the discontinuance of the capi­
tation grants now made to the States. The 
.States unanimously rejected the proposals on 
the ground principally that they had an 
inalienable right to a share of the Customs 
and Excise revenue raised by the Common­
wealth. Su J:>,equently the Commonwealth 
Government substituted amended proposals 
in which that Government were to discon­
tinue levying land tax, estate dutif's,. enter· 
tainment tax, and 40 per cent. of the mcome 
tax on individuals and companies. These 
proposals also provided for grants to certain 
States for one year. The States rejected the 
amended proposals, and maintained that the 
reasons och·anced by the Commonwealth for 
discontinuing the capitation payments were 
unconvincing, and theY still contended that 
the States had a moral, if not a legal, right 
to those payments. The Common_wealth 
Go\'errment. appal'ently, intends lorcmg on 
the Shtco its latest proposals. For the 
-currn::t year. ho-wever. it is prc:::>pus=-d to pay 
1he States the equivalent of the per capita 
grants, aJ:d to continue in the fields of taxa­
tion \\hi eh the Commonwealth Government 
1~ to vacate next year. 

'' It should be unneccssarv to state that the 
cffc>d of the Commonwe,:lth Government's 
proposals will be to dislocate seriously the 
finances of the States, and this will involve 
the recasting of their taxation laws. 

" The ,' ield of sugar for the year was the 
large -t c>er produced. The total Australian 
manufacture was 505.000 tons, of vvhich the 
State of Queensland was responsible for 
473,000 tons. This yield was due partly to 
i he season and also to the expansion that has 
taken place in the industry during the last 
five :n.•a1 2-. The area under cane is now over 
280.000 acres, cultivated by more than 6,000 
~~rovY('r;;;.. 

" Th0 total yield of sugar was in excess 
of the Australian consumption, and some 
200,000 ton, were exported at a reduced 
price. This h'd to the price for cane being 
lower than in the immediately preceding 
years. 

" In addition to the Sugal' Board, the 
Legislature has made provision for the cstab­
lishmf'lll of a Cane Growers Council to repre­
epnt the indnstry. This body is elected bv 
the supplic1·s to every mill in Queensland, 
anrl wiil give the suppliers control of their 
o ·:n affairs and authority to fix their own 
levies. 

"During the past year the 'l'ully River 
2\Iill--·the largest sug-ar mill in Australia­
was completed by the Government and com­
menced actual operations. The machinery 
of this mill is almost entirely of Queensland 
manufacture. Already a flourishing town· 
ship is in existence, and a large population 
settled on land which was hitherto covered 
with dense tropical jungle. In addition to 
the expenditure on this mill, a mi'llion 
·pounds has been expended during the past 
five years in increasing the capacity and 
efficiency of other mills in Queensland. 

" My advisers fully realise the importance 
of the proposals for the establishment of a 
power alcohol industry in this State, and 
some time since entered into a.n arrangmnent 
with the Distillers Company Limited, the 
International Sugar and Alcohol Company. 
Limited, and the Plane Creek Central Mill· 
Limited. for the erection of a distillery at 
Sarina for the manufacture of power alcohol 
from molasses and starch-bearing plants 
sucb as cassava. The erection of the plant 
at Plane Creek is now well under way, and 
operations are expected to commence about 
the beginning of next year. Negotiations 
have also been finalised, it is understood, 
for the erection of di"tilleries at Cairns and, 
later on, at Townsville. 

" Further a1,,sistance to canegrowers is being 
provided by the appointment of pathologists 
and entomologists to assist in the combating 
of cane pest•• and diseases. Students are 
being trained by the Government at the 
Queensland University, while others are being 
trained abroad. 

" The dairying industry has made s'ltis­
factory progre~s throughout the State, and 
the opening for settlement of Crown lands in 
the Upper Burnett and Dawson Valley will 
result in the creation of important dairying 
centres in those districts. 

"Xotoworthv advance ha' been m a de in 
modern methods of production, and all butter 
manufactured vvithin the State is the product 
of pa~tc'uriscd crean1, while pw,,teurisation of 
milk in the ehecsemaking industry is being 
p;radually adopted. The adoption of the 
''Kangaroo" brand for all high-grade butter 
exported from the Australian States has had 
a beneficial effect on the prices realised by 
our butter on the London market. 

" The Hamilton Cold Stores were put into 
operation during the present season. The 
provision m a de for the storage of dairy pro­
ducts is both beneficial and sanitary, while 
the facilities for loading from the cold 
storage roorns into the ships' holds guard 
ap;ainst v-ariation of temperature. When 
visiting thi, port. the oversea liners of all 
ship})ing COlnpani('S, \Vithout f'XCeption, have 
berthed at the Hamilton wharf. The splendid 
facilities at the disposal of shipping have 
been favourably commented on by shipping 
masters, and it is expected that thE"'e facili­
iies will be availed of to a greater extent 
in the near fntnre by all oversea boats. 

" 'l'hc wheat inductry, controlled as it is 
IJ\· the growers themselves under ihe pro­
visions of the \\.,.heat Pool Act, is ,5howing a 
healthy d<>velopment. l\Iodcrn machinery 
and appliances are being used, and an 
incn'asf' ie to be noted in the area prepared 
for cro11Ping. This year excellent rains for 
p] n nting \YCr0 cxperi0nc0d in tbe ~'In ranoa 
district, but the falls were rather light else­
where. 

" The cotton sE '.1son now dra \Ving to a close 
has unfortunately experienced climatic con­
diiions which, on the whole, must be regarded 
'S the worst since the inauguration of the 
syRtcrn of Gov£'rnrncnt guaranteed ad \-ances. 
C'\ot only vvcrc tho conditions in the spring 
unfavourable to fecuring a good strike, but 
a severe drought in the latt,·r half of the 
season considcrablv reduced the viclds in 
moA sections. The results obtained under 
such conditions, however, hav-e convinced the 
farmPrs that, ·with proper methods of culti­
vation, the remarkable drought-resisting 
qualities of the cotton plant will enable a 
profitable crop to be obtained when other 
agricultural crops have failed. 



The Lieutenant· Governor's (28 JULY,) Opening Speech. 5 

"The 31st July, 1926, marks the termina­
tion of the agreement between the Govern­
ment and the British Australian Cotton 
Association, Limited. The immediate out­
~sme of this has been the establishment of 
a cotton pool and a board elected by the 
gro\vers to administer all matters in connec­
tion with the marketing of the Queensland 
cotton crop. 

"My advisers have endeavoured to estab­
lish th0 industry on the soundest rrinciples, 
and at the expiration of the agreement 
believe that under a proper system of 
development there is a definite future for 
cotton-growing in Queensland. 

" The conditions in Queensland in regard 
to the pastoral industry, generally speaking, 
arc not good. The closing of the stock routes 
because of the ·drought has materially 
atiected travelling stock in the )J orth and 
Central districts, and it is difficult to send 
stock on agistment to the more fortunate 
places in th\~ S~::tte. 

"Owing to the operations of the various 
m0ah:\orks, prices for cattle urB ~::ow com­
paratively high, and show a beti0r return 
than for a considerable time. On account of 
the drought, stock supplies are very short, 
and only 20 per cent. are a vailabio fo~· 
export. 

" The various units under the agricultural 
organisation scheme continue to function 
actively. The organisation has been placed 
on a sectional basis. bodies having been set 
up for each section of the agricultural 
induFtry to deal with problems arising 
therein. 

" The Government has continued to give 
assistance to marketing boards by means of 
guarantees for overdrafts obtained from 
banking institutions, as without this assist­
ance it would have been impossible for the 
boards in question to have carried out their 
functions. There is, however, an indication 
that private financial institutions are begin­
ning to view with favour the financing of 
Qu0ensland marketing boards on an ordinary 
business basis and on the security of the 
product, without State Government guar­
antees. 

" The Director of the Council of Agri­
culture recently made a computation of the 
go in to producers during the last two years 
by organised marketing, and assessed the 
fii;ure at :t minimum of half a million pounds 
sterling. 

" The campaign against the prickly-pear 
pc-13t, '".Jhich was commenced two years ago, 
is already showing sfltisfactory re"ults. In 
almost 0Ycrv infested district there is evi­
dence of eXtensive areas of scattered pear 
havin:z bel'~ eradicated, and there ar.o goGd 
g-rounds for e"pecting that future years will 
show a steadily decreasing area under the 
domination of this pest instead of a yearly 
increasing acreage as hitherto. 

"Another satisfactory feature of the 
Government's administration of prickly-pear 
lands is the increased stimulus that has been 
given to settlement in the pear belt. Dur­
ing the paijt twelve months an additional 
area of 0nr 4,000,000 acres of infe,,ted land 
has been selected or leased under permanent 
tenures, with reasonable cka ring conditions 
attached. 

" 'l'he Land Appeal Court on the 18th 
February, 1926, determined the compensation 
payable on account of the resumption of the 

Mount Abundance freehold lands, compris­
ing 154,063 acres, at £261,213. The total 
compensation awarded, inclusive of costs 
allowed, amounted to £266,963. It is the 
intention of my advisers to make these lands 
available for selection as settlement farm 
leas0s, to be used mainly for wheat and 
sheep farming combined, as soon as the 
Crown is entitled to possession in the early 
part of 1927. In the meantime, all necessary 
preliminary work is proceeding. As the ques­
tion of water supply will be an important 
factor in the successful settlement of this 
country, it has been decided to sink a series 
of sub-artesian bores in widely separated 
parts as a test to afford some indication to 
incoming selectors as to the possibility of 
securing subterranean water on their selec­
tions at a reasonably economical cost. 

" The Gpcrations of the Provisional 
Forhtry Boflrd were continued during the 
year 1925, and resulted in gross receipts from 
all sources totalling £596,000. The expendi­
ture of the board, including costs of logging, 
sleeper and girder getting. and State saw­
milling. amounted to £405,000. 

" Experjments are being initiated in 
\V cstern forests with respect to the associa­
tion of forestry and gra<ing, with the object 
of d0veloping the dual utilities of the State 
forests of South-Western Queensland, upon 
which money is now being expended in 
r0generation operations and in prickly-peal' 
destructio·n. 

" There arc now reserved in Queensland 
5.100,232 acres of forest reservation, of which 
1, 779,347 acres are permanently proclaimed 
State forest.... It is calculated that to provide 
the timber needs of the increasing population 
of Queensland, a total permanent State forest 
reservation of 6,000,000 acres must be not 
only 'proclaimed. but orge"nised and -de­
veloped to full bearing in timber. by both 
treatment of natural stands, to the extent 
of 15,000 acres per annum, and by the estab­
lishment of artificial stands, to the extent 
of 5,000 acres per annum, as against the 
4.000 acres anJ 500 acres a year now being 
dealt with. 

" "\York 1s actively proceeding on the 
Dawson Vallev Irrigation Scheme. and the 
first s0ction of 33,000 acres will be ready for 
selection by September. The railway is now 
within 13 miles of the central town of 
Thcodorc. and it is expected that it will be 
in the vicinity of the town bv December next. 
Operations heve been in progress on the 54 
mil0.; of construction road from Juandah to 
the Nathan Dam site, and this should be 
reaclv for heavv traffic bv the end of this 
year: when a. cornmencemcnt will be made on 
assembling the construction material at the 
dam. 

"The Inkerman Irrigation Area continues 
to show an improvement in r-unning costs, 
and further additio·ns are being made to the 
plant to 0nsure the stability and continuity 
of the irrigation services in that area. 

" The Water Bill, which passed its first 
r0ading last session of Parliament, will be 
proceeded with at an early date, as the 
reforms embodied in the Bill arc essential 
to the development and organised control of 
water conservation in the State. 

" Legislation will be required to ratify the 
arrangements made between the Common­
wealth and State Governments in connection 
with the Federal Aid RoRds Grant. Under 
this arrangement the Commonwealth Govern­
ment will make available annuall:y a sum of 
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£376.000 for road construction, to be subsi­
dised by this State to the extent of £282,000 
per annum. _Grea!er progress has been made 
in constructwn, mcludmg bndges, durmg 
ihc past year than in any previous J:e.ar, thus 
greatly increasing transport fac1htws and 
mat0ri:dly reducing the cost of same to the 
community. Two of the most important 
works carried out during the year under the 
:Main Roads Act have been the road from 
the Athcrton Tableland to the coast, and 
the interstate road between Queensland and 
New South \Vales, crossing the border at 
~-1onnt Lindesay. The opening of the former 
road is an important event in the road­
making history of 1'\or!h Queensland. 

" The l\1ount Isa sih·er-lead field is attract­
ing :more than ordinary interest, and sincG 
the p:H'C'nt con11Jany (~lount Isa I\fi~es 
Lim;t,·d) took over the leases of the Propne­
tan.r Cc:np·~uy ,' ood progress has been made 
in 'cxplori:.g nnd developing the rich field, 
and os tb,, outlook for lead is particularly 
enrourugillg the con1pany is hopeful as to 
the future. 

"The coal Rcction of th~ 1nining industry 
is in n favounblo position. The total 
auantit;- of C'oal 1·ai"Scd in the State during 
i925 ,.,; s 1.179,661 tons. valued at £1,042,816, 
'" compared "·ith 1,123.117 tons, valued at 
£985.5~2. won during 1924. The State coal 

·production is greater than local requirements, 
-and efforts are being rnadc to secure an over­
eeas trade. Recent shipments from Bowcn 
'have been eminently satisfactory and give 
rise to the belief that such a trade will be 
nrmlv e>tablishecl in the near future. The 
sepa1:ation of our coal mining laws from 
-those of metalliferous mining is now an 
accomplished fact. 

" The activities of the Education Depart­
me1lt continue to expand. especially in the 
direction of giving greater opportunities to 
{)hildren situated in the more inaccessible 
parts of the State. vVith a view especially 
to staffing country schools with capable 
teachers, the minimum standard of education 
requi,·ed of those seeking admission to the 
depe"rtment has been raised, and increased 
provision is being made for the training of 
teachers in the Teachers' College. 

" The system of medical and dental inspec­
tion is being reorganised to secure increased 
-ra.nge and increased efficiency. To make pro­
vision for dental treatment in schools in 
eonntry centres off the railway line, a speci­
ally designed motor car, fitted up as a 
dental clinic, is under construction, and it is 
hoped in due course to have a railway car 
fitted out ns a clinic to operate in conjunc­
-iion with the travelling domestic science and 
rnanual training sf'hools. 

"Rural schools and classe-:; for vocational 
training continue to be established in mit­
e.b!e centres, ar.j by taking advantage of 
r.•ih;·avs and other means of transit this form 
of edtication is very \Yidely extended. 

'''The lib.'ral legislation provided to enable 
persons of limited means to acquire their 
-own homes continues to meet with popular 
[a,-our. During the financial year just closed, 
1,652 pcr,s-ms applied for the benefits of such 
leg-islation, and 1,120 houses were completed, 
many cthcrs being under construction at the 
·dose of the year. 

" Every trade which calls for manual 
dexterity and tPchnical training 1s now 
•..:overed by the Apprenticeship Act, Techni­
cal training- of apprentices is being given 
·;pecial attention, and provision has been 

made to provide as far as possible the neces­
sary classes for all apprentices in skilled 
trades. Recent investigations have shown 
that Queensland may justly claim that she 
leads the rest of Australia in legislation 
having for its object the direction and control 
o£ apprentices. 

" There arc now open for traffic 6,374 mile;; 
of railway or 125 miles more than at 30th 
J uno las( 'vear and, in addition, there are 
311 mih-s rlo\v ~u1dcr construction. 

" The construction of the Queensland por­
tion (South Brisb-,no to Richmond Gap) of the 
4 feet 8~ inches gauge ra.ilway from South 
Brisbane to G_2_":1fton is being c·llTied on Ill 
three separate sections. Ono "'ection (between 
South Brisbane and Rocklea) is being con­
structed bv dev labour, and two sections 
under cont~·act. ,~·ith the Federal Government. 
Cood prof\'rcss is b,•ing made with the Queens­
land vortion. Th2 contract section commences 
ot a. point 1 rnil(' beyond Rocklea, and, to 
cxpE-dito construction~, is soubdivided into 
three, each subsection having a resident 
engineer and staff. 

" The efFect of the drought was reflected 
in tl1e 1\'orking 0xpendituro, :vhich was con­
sidcrablv in cxc "s of the cshmatc prepared 
at tbe beginning of the year. rrho convey­
ance of st"arring stock frorn dronght-strickcn 
arf'as to relief country, in many instances 
vcrv long distnnce~, and th8 conveyance of 
fodclcr, a large portion of which came from 
Southern St;ctes. imposcd a very heavy tax 
on the resources of the Railway Department. 
In ordPr to give the quickest transit possible 
to both these classes of traffic, considerable 
overtime at nenaltv rates had to be incurred, 
tbercby adding to· the working costs without 
an•-t advance :in rates. On the contrary, large 
coJ;cessions in freight on both starving stock 
and fodder wcre, and still are, operating. 

" The incrcasc in rates and fares this 
financial year will not fully meet the charge 
for interest on railway capital, ;md the users 
of the svstcm will still be reliev8d of a 
largo pol·tion of the shortage. In other 
States the major portion, if not the whole. of 
the increased cost of working has been met 
by increasing the rates and fares. 

" The stril tr~t economy in vvorking costs, 
consistent with efficiency and safct:;·, will be 
observed throughout the vcar, but there are 
a number of necessary ·w'orks on open lines 
,,-hich must be attended to, and it is esscn­
ti;d that the maintenance of lines and rolling­
stock be kept up to a proper standard of 
efficiency. 

" The public services of the State continue 
to he administered impartially and zealously. 
Adiustment~ in snlaric..: 1nd ''ages of Govern­
ment employees, rendered necessary by the 
r-'tssing of the Besic Wage Act of 1925, were 
pffected mostlv bv conferences between the 
Public Service Commi--sioner and represen­
tatives of the unions concerned. In the few 
ca~es jn ~Yhich Rgrecn1ents could not be 
reached. the Board of Trade and Arbitration 
gave detcrminations. The arrangement' 
made to conform to the 44-hour week are 
working satisfactorily. 

"Among other proposals which will be 
brought before Parliament, you will be 
a'ked to consider the following :-

A Bill to amend the Audit Acts; 
A Bill to amend the Land Tax Acts; 
A Bill to amend the Income 'I'ax Acts: 
A Bill to amend the Succession and Pro­

bate Duties Acts; 



Panel of Tempomry Chairmen. [28 JuLY.] Papers. 7 

A Government Loan Bill; 
A Dangerous Goods Bill ; 
An Entertainment Tax Bill; 
A Bill to amend the Cotton Industry 

Acts; 
A Bill to amend the Diseases in Plants 

Acts; 
A Bill to consolidate and amend the 

Primary Producers' Organisation 
Acts and the Primary Products 
Pools Acts; 

.A Bill to amend the Primary Producers' 
Co-operative Associations Act; 

A Land Act Amendment Bill; 
A Pri<ekly-pear Land Act Amend111ent 

Bill: 
A Bill to co,·er the arrangeme··t with 

!he Commonw0alth Government 
under the Fecleral Aid Roads 
Scheme; 

A \Yatcr Bill; 
An amenclment of the State Children Act. 

p1·oviding for Wido,vs' Pensions, etc. ; 
A Bill dccling with Police Superannun,­

tion: 
\ Bill to amend the Public Service 

Superannuation Act of 1912 in certain 
particulars : 

A \Yorker·' Compensation Act Amend­
ment Bill; 

A Constitution (Officials in Parliament 
Act) Amendment Bill; 

A Railway Act Amendment Bill. 

" To these and other matters which may 
be. brought before you I invite vour earne't 
-consideration, and I pray that the blessings 
of Divine Providence mav attend your 
labours.'' ~ 

His Excellency then left the Chamber. 
The SPEAKF.R left the chair at 12.28 p.m., 

rostuning at 3.30 p.m. 

COMMISSIO::\' TO ADMI~ISTER OATH. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 

House that His Excellency the Lieutenant­
Governor has been pleased to issue a Commis-
5ion under the public seal of the State 
empowering n1e to administer the oath or 
·affirmation of allegiance to such members 
as may hereafter present themselves to be 
·sworn, which I now direct the Clerk to read 
·to the Home. 

Commission thereupon read by the Clerk. 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 

Jt:DGE FOR 1926. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a letter from His Honour the Chief Justice 
'intimating that he. ':·ould be the Judge to 
preside at the s1ttmgs of the Elections 
Tribunal for the year 1926. 

PA'\"EL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN. 
The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require­

menh of Standing Order No. 13. I hereby 
nominate the following members to form the 
:panel of Temporary Chairmen during the 
;present sessron :-

Frank Arthur Cooper, member for the 
electoral district of Bremer; 

Frederick Lancelot Nott, member for the 
electoral district of Stanley; 

David Riordan. member for the electoral 
district of Burke; 

Harry Frederiek Walker, member for the 
electoral district of Cooroora; 

David Weir, member for the electoral 
district of Maryborough. 

PAPERS PRINTED DURL'\G RECESS. 
The SPEAKER: I have to report that the 

following papers were ordered to be printed 
and circulated during recess:-

Return of all the schools in operation on 
the 30th June, 1925, -,, ith the attend­
ance of pnpils and the status and 
emoluments of the teachers employed. 

Twent0·-fifth l!nnual report of the Bureau 
of Sugar Experiment Stations. 

Report of the committee appointed to 
inauire into the causes and extent of 
ur1employment in the calling of water­
side workers in the various ports of 
Queensland, and into other matters 
incidr,ntal thereto. 

BY-ELECTIO?\S DURING RECESS. 
CmLLAGOE AND EACHA)r. 

The SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House. for the purposes of record, that, 
following upon vacancies in the representa­
tion of Chillagoe and Eacham in the last 
Parliament, cansed bv the resignations of 
Edward Granville Theodore and William 
N ea! Gillies, respectively, writs were issued 
for the ele<'tion of members to fill the afore­
said vacancies, and they were duly returned 
with the names of John O'Keefe and 
Cornelius James Ryan, respectively, 
endorsed thereon. 

GOVERNMENT lV1EliiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table:-
Regulation under the Fi'h Supply Act of 

1916. 
Re;sulation under the Explosives Act of 

1906. 
The Animals and Birds Acts. 
The Fruit Marhting- Organisation Acts. 
The Primary Producers' Organisation 

.Acts. 
'fhe ·wheat Pool Acts. 
The Dairy Produce Act. 
ThE' Diseases in Plants Acts. 
The Cotton Industrv Acts. 
The Fruit Cases Acts. 
The Sugar Experiment Stations Acts. 
The Slaughtering Act. 
The Primarv Producers' Co-operative 

A,sociat1ons Act. 
Regulations under the Elections Acts, 

1915 to 1925. 
Orders in Council under the Jury Act 

Amendment Act of 1923. 
Regulations under the Trust Accounts 

Acts, 1923 to 1925. 
Regulation under the Auctioneers and 

Commission Agents Acts, 1922 to 1924. 
Regulation under the Racecourses Act of 

1923. 
Rules of Court under the Supreme Court 

Act of 1921. 
Orders in Council under the Supreme 

Court Act of 1921. 
Regulations under the Magistrates Courts 

Act of 1921. 
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Statements of insurance companies 
deposited in the office of the Regis­
trar of Joint Stock Companies during 
the year 1925, in accordance with the 
provisions of section 47 of the Life 
Assurance Companies Act of 1901. 

Regulations under the Land Acts, 1910 to 
1925. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Despatches conveying His Majesty's 
assent to Acts passed during the 
session of 1925. 

The report of the Metropolitan Water 
Supply and Sewerage Board for the 
year 1925. 

Order in Council under the Inspection of 
Machinery Acts, 1915-1925. 

Orders in Council, Regulations, and Rules 
of Court under the Industrial 
Arbitration Acts, 1916-1925. 

Orders in Council under the Electrical 
W 01·kers Act of 1923. 

Orders in Council and Regulations under 
the ·weights and Measures Act of 
1924. 

Amended regulation under the Factories 
and Shops Acts, 1900-1922. 

Additional regulations under the 
·workers' Home" Acts, 1919 to 1925. 

Regulation under the Apprenticeship Act 
of 1924. 

Regulations and Rules under the 
Unemployed ·workers Insurance Act 
of 1922. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. KELSO (Tundah) : I desire the 
permission of the House to make a personal 
explanation. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : What, so soon? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE : It will 

take a lot of explaining. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member be allowed to 
make a pc"onal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KELSO (.Twndah): An unfortunate 
accident happened this morning while His 
Excellencv the Lieutenant-Governor was 
delivering" his Speech. The microphone which 
\YaS installed here--

'['he SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. KELSO: I wish to explain that I had 
nothing to do with it. (Loud laughter.) 

A GovERNMEKT ME1!BER: You looked 
guilty. 

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon. mem­
ber for Nundah abuses the privileges of the 
House and indulges in such tactics, he will 
probably not be permitted to make an 
explanation on the next occasion. 

THE LIEUTE~ANT-GOVERNOR'S 
OPE~ING SPEECH. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor this 
day delivered to Parliament an Opening 
Speech, of which for greater accuracy I have 
obtained a copy. I presume hon. members 
will take the Speech as read. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Jir. ]{ elso. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

Mr. HANLON (lthaca) (who was received 
with Government cheers) said: I beg to 
tuove-

Tha t the following Address be pre­
sented to the Lieutenant-Governor in 
reply to the Speech delivered by His 
Excellency in opening this the first 
session of the twenty-fourth Parliament of 
Queensland :-
"May it please Your Excellency,-

" We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful 
subje"'b, the members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament 
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel­
lency of our continued loyalty and 
affection towards the Throne and Person 
of Our J\fost Gracious Sovereign, and to 
tender our thanks to Your Excellency for 
the Speech with which you have been 
plea.scd to open the present session. 

" The various measures to which Your 
Excnllency has referred, and all other 
matters that ma.r be brought before us, 
will receive our most careful considera­
tion, and it shall be our most earnest 
endeavour so to deal with them that our 
labours may tend to the advancement 
and prosperity of the State." 

My first duty, Mr. Speaker, is to tender 
my personal congratulations to you upon 
your re-election tmopposed to the high office 
of Speaker of this Assembly. Coming here 
as a brand new member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland, it is pleasing indeed 
to find the Assembly presided over by one 
with whom I have had long association in 
the political and industrial movements, and 
one also who has served so long and so weU 
in the high position of Speaker of this House. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Referring to the question of the appoint­
ment of Australian citizens to the positions 
of State Governors, His Excellency, in his 
Speech, paid a tribute to the services 
rendered bv Sir Matthew Nathan to the State 
of Queensland during the time he was 
Governor of this State. As a private citizen 
I hr:,ard Sir Matthew speak at various public 
functions, and, of course, have read exten­
sively from his speeches published in the 
Press. There is no doubt that Sir Matthew 
was an exceptionally painstaking Governor, 
and as Governor of this State he devoted an 
enormous amount of time to the preparation 
of his speeches. If we are to believe the 
statements made bv older members of this 
House than I, and, by the Press of Queens­
land, he was evidentlv the most successful 
and best Governor that Queensland has had 
the good fortune to have. However, I have 
no hr,itation in expressing the opinion that 
many equally able and painstaking gentlemen 
could be found in Queensland to fill that 
office. and gentlemen who would fill it as 
ea pa bly as the previous holder. 

The situation in Australia at the present 
time is that five of the State Parliaments 
are desirous of the cessation of the appoint­
ment of Imperial Governors in tho States; 
but I can see no reason why we should 
burden ourselves with the office of Governor, 
whether the Governor be local or imported. 
At the recent Southport Labour Convention 
the organised workers of Queensland decided 
that the position of Governor of Queensland 
should be abolished, and this Government 
was elected with that plank in its platform. 
I understand that one of the most important 
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points raised in opposition to the appoint­
ment of local Governors, or the abolition of 
the office altogether, is that it is necessary to 
preserve the link between the people of this 
State and the Imperial Government. If 
that is nece,sary, I believe that the Governor­
General of the Commonwealth could very 
well exercise the function of being a link 
between the people of this State and the 
Imperial authorities. I •believe that, 
although the Governor-General has duties 
pertaining to his own office to perform, the 
duty of being a link between the people of 
Australia and the Crown of England woul-d 
not cause him to work too much overtime. 
I hope that before this Parliament expirE'·• 
the way will be clear-not for the appoint­
ment of local Governors, but for the total 
abolition of an office which I consider to be 
absolutely unnecessary. The present Govern­
ment have simplified government in Queens­
land considerably. 'The abolition of the 
Upper House was a step in the direction of 
simplifying government, and I think the 
step of abolishing the position of State 
Governor would further simplify the system 
of government in Queensland, and be a 
; aving of considerable expense to the State. 

The SEORIETARY FOR dGJUOULTURE: The 
Chief Justice could very well carry out the 
duties of the office. 

Mr. HANLON: As the Minister says. the 
Chief Justice coul-d verv well carrv out the 
duties pertaining to the office. We had the 
spectacle this morning during the ceremony 
performed by the Lieutenant-Governor of no 
less than three judges being present, so that 
the argument cannot be advanced that the 
Chief Justice would not have had sufficient 
time to perform that function. 

I wish to compliment the Government 
upon the splendid edifice they_ have built up 
m the Department of Pubhc Instruction. 
That department is to me the most impor­
tant department of the Government. There 
is no doubt that the standard of education 
given to our scholars in the State schools is 
going to be reflected in the stan-dard of effi­
ciency of tho workers of Queensland in a few 
years lwnc•e; consequently all our endeavours 
should be bent in the direction of raising 
and improving the standard of education in 
our State schools. The present Government 
have done much to raise that standard, but 
I am glad to notice from the Speech 
delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor that 
the Government are not going to rest upon 
laurels alread:v won, they are not going to 
rest upon present achievements, but are 
going to spur the department to further 
reforms and improvements in regard to the 

improve-d training of teachers. 
[4 p.m.] The establishment of the training 

college for teachers, in conjunc­
tion with the higher standard set bv the 
Department of Public Instruction, augurs 
w0ll for the future educational standard of 
Queensland citizens. Education is of par­
ticular interest to me, as one of those who as 
a State scholar secured a very limited educa­
tion indeed. As a boy I was beyond the 
reach of State schools in the days when the 
educational activities of the State consisted 
in sending round an itinerant teacher for a 
certain number of days. In very many cases 
there were no State schools, and I, in com­
mon with many thousands of other young 
Queenslanders, wasted several years that 
might have been spent in stu-d:v. The present 
Government have improved the situation in 
that respect considerably, in particular by 

the establishment four years ago of the 
correspondence classes, by which the depart­
ment has brought education within the reach 
of the most isolated children in the State. 

GovERXMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HANLO:;\f: Those classes started off 
just about four years ago with an enrolment 
of twenty-two pupils, and to-day, I under­
stand, the enrolment numbers 2,800. That 
is a wonderful achievement in such a short 
time. If we wish to estimate the efficiency 
of the correspondence classes, we need only 
t·emember that at the last scholarship 
examinations thirteen candidates from these 
classes sat, and twelve secured scholarships. 
That is a splendid achievement, and 
naturally the 2,800 children who are reached 
b~, that educational system will have an 
important influence on the standard of effi­
ciency of the future generation. 

Another notable improvement has been the 
modernising of the methods of instruction. 
School life has been made more attractive 
than it was. A few years ago the majority 
of school children were in active rebellion 
against the monotony and unattractiveness 
of school life. To-day the average scholar 
desires to go to school ; he does not wish to 
stav away. Whereas at one time a goodly 
number of these pupils were to be found on 
the river bank and elsewhere chasing birds 
with a sling or something of that kind, now 
the average attendance is remarkably high. 
The average chil-d, at any rate, wishes to 
attend school. At one time we studied the 
prehistoric Royal Reader, but that has been 
supplanted by" the adoption of modern Aus­
tralian school books, and children in Queens­
land ... chools to-day do not, as they did in 
my time. stand out in the yar-d of a State 
school ar'td read out from the Royal Reader 
everv day at 12 o'clock that, if they lift thetr 
faces to the sun, they are looking towards 
the south, and if they cock their eyes over 
the weather vane on the roof they are look­
ing towards the north. The children in those 
times could rattle off the name of almost 
every village and town in Europe, but their 
knowledge of Australian history and geo­
o-raphy was limited to the facts that we had 
~ Great Dividing Range, a Great Sandy 
Desert. and a Great Australian Bight. 

A GOYERX1IEN1' MEi.!BER: You are quite 
right. 

Hr. HA~LON: We kner the full christian 
name, of the wives of Henry VIII. and _the 
date of the landing in England of Wtlham 
the Conqueror. and we were also told that 
Captain Cook discovered Australia. \Ve have 
done awaY with that system. To-day our 
school children get a thoro.ughly. mod_ern 
0clucation from the Auetrahan vtewpomt .. 
Their geography is mainly the geography of 
their own country, and they are taught about 
the industrial life of their own country, and 
so upon leaving school they are better fitted 
to be citizens of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia. "ot onlv have tho Government 
extended their beneficial care to tho children 
during school hours, but even after the com­
pletion of their State school education they 
have ai'istcd children through their appren­
ticeship in the various trades, and ceased 
;ntcrcot only when the children were abJe. to 
go fo·th into the world and earn a hvmg 
as skilled artisans. This year 1,66{) odd chil­
dren were successful in passing the State 
scholarship examination. When we take into 
consi-deration the population of the State of 
Queensland, it is remarkable that so many 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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children should pass from the State primary 
schools to the secondary schools by passing 
the State scholarship examinations. It speakR 
well for the future of the working people of 
Queensland when we see such a large number 
of children excelling in scholarship work. 
There is no doubt that the efforts of the 
Department of Public Instruction constitute 
one of the brightest achievements of the 
Labour Government during its term of office, 
and I trust that the department will be 
spurred on to further activity, and that as 
each year goes by we shall note marked 
improve1nent in our educational services and 
in the standard of our teachers, and an 
improvement in the education of the children 
attending our State schools. 

One very pleasing Bill promised in the 
Speech delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor 
is a Bill to amend the State Children Act to 
provide for widows and orphans' pensions, 
etc. Tb' humanitarian record of this Go­
Ycrnxnent stands unique, c2rtainly within the 
Commonwealth, and I v,ery much doubt if 
the ten years' record of this Government can 
be equalled in this matter in any part of 
the world. The care extended to State 
children has been in advancG of what has 
been done in most of the other States, but 
there has always been an idea lurking at the 
back of the minds of the workers that a little 
bit more coulu be done, and no doubt a little 
bit more will be done in the promised Bill. 
Ono of the hardships inflicted upon State 
chrldren under the present sy;tem is that in 
'many cases the0- are compulsorily separated 
from their mothers, We know that that does 
not make for the best interests of the child, 
and we pride ourselves on considering the 
mterests and the welfare of our children in 
Queensland, The orphans and widows' 
pensions will undoubtedly allow mothers to 
retain control of their young children, Some­
times a widow is left with a large family in 
man~ cases the children being very ym{ng, 
and m such cases the State comes to her aid 
and allows her the sum of 10s. per week for 
each child, and in this way the State to some 
extent accepts the care and responsibilitv of 
the children, That is of some assistance·' but 
no mother likes to live upon the allm~ance 
granted to her children by the State. In the 
eyes of some mothers it appears as though 
they arc taking the bread from their 
children's mouths, Unless a widow is left 
proYidecl for _by_ her husband-unfortunately, 
the gr' at maJority of them are not--a widow 
has to s<:'ek employment almost immediately 
on the death of the bread-winner. In cases 
where workers meet their death during their 
occupations there is some provision for their 
dependants, but a big percentage of workers 
of Quecnsland die from illness or as the result 
c_f accident rcceiYed outside of their occupa­
tion: and unless they h"'ve taken the pre­
•cautl_o~ tc: insure their lives, very little 
prov1s10n Js made for thmr dependants. A 
widow Yery often has to go to work 
immediately on the death of her husband 
and if she is the mother of young children' 
she must place the children in the care of 
some person while she is at her emplo-yment. 
Very often the children are left to the care 
of some relative, such as a grandmother or 
an aunt, and in manv cases thev are left to 
the care of friends. " ' 

During the time that the mother is away 
at work her children are probably looked 
after to the best of the ability of the people 
in whose charge they are left for the moment 
but there is no doubt that they are being 

[Mr. Hanlon. 

robbed of the birthright of every child that 
IS the care and attention of their own 
mother. There are quite sufficient children 
in Queensland who arc deprived of that care 
and affection through the death of their 
mothers without children whose mothers are 
living being deprived of their maternal 
care. I trust that the pension to be paid will 
be as generous as the Cabinet can afford, and 
that it will at least be sufficiently generous 
to allow mothers of young children to retain 
the personal care and attention of those 
children. 

GoYERN1IENT l\IniBERS: Hear, hear. 

Mr. HANL0::-.1 : Another Bill promised 
which interests me considerably is one to 
''mend the 'Workers' Compensation Act. The 
Govcl'lunent '"ere :returned from the r~ccnt 
elcctim1s pledged to increase the payments 
made under that Act. We know that under 
the present system of payments the maximum 
payment for an injured worker with a family 
is £2 per week for the period during which 
he is bid up. That is certainly an improve­
ment upon the time when an injured worker 
laid idle bv ac·ident in the course of his 
L~nploymcnt" received no -cornpensation what­
oyer; nevertheless, there is a big margin for 
improvement on the present system. The 
time that a \Vorkcr is laid up by: accident is 
generally one when the expenses of the 
household increases. In many cases medical 
attendance has to be paid fer, and we know 
in sud1 cases that a mother or wife very 
often tempts the appetite of the invalid by 
purchasing more dainty and luxurious food 
than is generally the case. Consequently, 
the expenses in maintaining the household 
during the time when a ·worker is laid up 
through accident or injury are increased. In 
face of those facts, his income is reduced by 
more than 50 per cent, and that reduction 
does not tend to assist the mother or wife 
to keep her housekeeping accounts in credit. 
We in Queensland pride ourselyes not only 
upon our high wages, but upon our high 
basic VI age and high standard of living; but 
the fact must not be lost sight of that imme­
,diately wages are reduced through accident 
the high ,,tandard of living in that household 
begins to fade, and women are compelle~, 
not only to deprive themselves, but then 
children, of the little necessaries which, no 
doubt, were in the old da0's called luxuries. 
I trust, therefore, that the increased payment 
under the Act will be raised to at least the 
]eye! of the basic wage. 

Apart from the payments made during the 
period a worker is laid aside by a9cider:t, 
there is still another factor to consider m 
connection with this matter. Very often 
injured workers suffer from some perm'inent 
disability. If we rcctd down the scale of pay­
rnents made to workers suffering permanent 
disability, we find that they range from £750 
downwards. Those figures look very impos­
ing, but they are not so favourable when the 
fate of the injured worked is considered. I 
am not now concerning myself greatly with 
the case of a worker who suffers some minor 
disability, such as the loss of a finger or a 
toe, as he is enabled after a short period to 
return to his job, and, even though he may 
be a little out of pocket at the time, he is 
enabled after a few months' regular work to 
make up the leeway. I am now concerning 
myself chiefly about the fate of the worker 
who suffers some major disablement, and 
who bv reason thereof is unable to follow his 
usual occupation. 
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Take the case of a man losing both his legs 
through an accident. The compensation in 
that case is the maximum-£750. In the 
c;1Sc of a 1nan meeting such a serious a-ecident 
a~ to ncceositato the amputation of both legs 
that occiclcnt would generally be of such a 
nature that the man would be confined to 
hi, bed for a very lengthy period, and even 
after reachin" the stage of convalescence 
which would ~";-,ahl0 him to leave his bed and 
move a rou11d a little it would be impossible 
for him to do any actual work or any amount 
of walking until the stumps of the logs were 
'llfficicnt!v harde1wd to enable him to get 
a bo:_:t on' artificial li1nbs. As a consequence 
there y ould be a long intenal during which 
his hou :ehold "onld be compelled to exist 
on the surn of £2 12s. per week, and during 
that tim0 as I previously pointed out, the 
hou,,uholJ.' cxpC'nses vrould be higher, and 
whcm be came to collect the c••mpcnsation 

able to him, those \Hekly payments would 
>uL1 ··act. d from the total. In addition, 
would )lrobabl: have medical bills to 

mC"'·1. a11d he -wonld be a ,~crv fortunate 
\-~·orker intlPed, sufrcring SUCh a disability, 
\\-ho ''··ould haY0 oYer £500 le{t to hin1 as 
e()rr1pensation \Yht "1 he \vas Gt to seek \York. 
The procu:ring of artificial li1nbs would run 
him into something like £80, and there would 
llC' other necessary expcn-es, so that by the 
time he was able to resun1e any sort of occu­
pation he \.YOuld not have too rnnch money 
in hund. In most of such cai'h the workers 
;ne purchasing homes on a time payment 
sv!'tern-either \vorkr~rs' d1vellings or homes 
purcha,od through agents. The most likely 
thing th<> worker would do would be to 
Pndc."vour to secure the roof over his head 
by paying off the ba.!ance duo on the home. 
In sue:, a case he would be left seeking work 
suffering from the loss of limbs, probably 
untrained for any specific occupation which 
would enable him to earn any money to 
assure him a competent livelihood, and he 
would be practically penniless. That is not 
an attractive state of affairs, and we should 
try to do a little to remedy the position. 

In trying to remedy the position we come 
to the question of the employment in industry 
of all :<oriouslv disabled men. All those 
pco;1lc ,,-ho :-;utTer serious disablen1ent are 
';,ictims of industry, and I do not think it 
wou!J he an unfair tax upon the industry of 
the State if industry were compelled to pro­
vide some employment for those people. It 
might bn eaid that a s:.'stem of pensions could 
he provided. but l do not aim altogether 
at. a pr·nsion s: skm. I do not believe the 
·ffect of a pension system would be so good­
fmancial1y or Inorall~Y-upon the worker and 
his famil.v as the i1nancial independence 
\.hi eh could be bestowed by suitable employ­
nwnt "hich 'YOuld enable him to hold out his 
hand fo;' his wages, as does any other 
worker. In recent years the question of 
<'mploo ing disabled men in industry has 
received a g-ood deal of attention. At the 
concluFion of the European war the various 
Europ0an countries and America were faced 
"'v; ith the task of rep lacing in industry some~ 
thing like 9,000,000 disabled men. Of course, 
some of those men suffered minor disable­
ment and were easily replaced. In Australia 
we had something like 76,000 disabled men 
to replace in industry, and that included 
minor disabled men. There are several 
hundred men in Queensland to-day suffering 
from permanent serious disablement, and who 
are not in receipt of pensions other than the 
invalid pension, which is a poor substitute 
for a livelihood; and I think it is within 

the bounds of the ability of this Parliament 
so to legislate as to place those n1en at so1no 
rcn1un0rative occupation. S:~v:cral _rnethods 
ban:> been tried in other counh'IC'S. In 
E:agland they fanned a Yolun~ary or~av1 i~·l­
tion to arrange for the absorptwn of hmbless 
soldier,, and that gives us a foundalion upon 
which to work. 

It wus estimated that thoro were 900,000 
disabled ex-service men in England. repre­
senting something like 5 per cent. of the total 
waO'O earners in that countrv. The schcn1e 
ad;;'pted was to endeavour to' get all private 
employers to place 5 per coni. of injured 
ex-servicr~ rncn upon their staffs. Th1s 
schc1n0 '"as so successful that after it had 
been in operation for four years only 80,000 
m on out of the 900,000 were !8ft unemployed,. 
and tho,e 80,000. to a g;ncat extent. Y ere 
n1cn 1vhose disabilities were so great tLat it 
was in1possiblc to find any occupation for 
them. 

Other countries in Europe ha vc also done 
something in this regard. Germany, for 
in "tanC'P, went further than E.ng!and. Th~t 
country passed legislation which made It 
rompul-ory for all prl\-ate employers and all 
uublic bodies to employ a certan1 yJercentage 
of disabled ex-service men, and subsequently 
not onlT,' cx-s~rvicr~ disabled men but n1en 
who had been disabled in industry, no matter 
wh:"t '.Vas tbf' c"ausc of their injury·, v;erc 
included in the total of disabkd mPn, and 
legislation was passed \vhich rnado it corn­
pulsory for private employers to employ a 
certain percentage of them. In ~he late_: Act 
public bodies were excluded, as 1t was round 
that they had alre:tdv employed more than 
thc>ir ,hare. Au,tria and Italy followed on 
sorncwhat similar lines. Fra!-lce, It was 
found, \vas facr•d \Yith a yery SC'rlOUS pr_oblern, 
and several Bills were introduced In ~he 
Frenrh Chamber vear after year, prov1d1ng 
for the compulsof.y employment of disabled 
ex-service men; but year after year they were 
not n-one on with on account of the Govern­
ment of the clay not having .the courage to 
fight the opposition of the pnvate employer. 
Governments in Australia cann~t be accused 
of being afraid to oppose the wrll of pnvate 
employers if they feel it necessary. 

In the interests of the disabled workers in 
Queensland, I think the time has arnved 
when the Government should en.deavour to 
place these people in remune~·abve ocCU]Ja­
tions. One scheme suggested rs to estabhsh 
a.n org,,nising body which wou1d .endeavour 
to secure the voluntary co-operatwn of the 
emplovers. Another scheme would be the 
cJmpulsory employment of disabled. men; 
and a further one would be the .reservmg for 
disabled men of any occupatwn, whet~er 
privat" or public, which is capable of bemg 
performed bY seriously disabled men. Any 
of these measures would meet the case, ar;d 
then disabled mon would be able to retam 
their self-respect. In pointing out th<;se 
things I wish to say that no~hing hut prarse 
can be given to the admimstra twn of the 
'\Vorkcrs' Compensation Act. Th":t Act has 
been administered most sympathetically, and 
every endeavour has been made to meet the 
demands of those who have. suffered any 
injurv in the course of their work: . In 
critic'ising the Act as i~ stand,'!' I am aunmg 
at securing somethmg further. Vvar 
measures ha vc been passed. In 1919 Penn~yl­
vania, in the United Stat~s . of Amerrca, 
introduced legislation provt<;!mg f~r the 
employment of all industrraJly disabled 
workers and also workers suffermg from any 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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permanent physical disability, and a Bureau 
of Rehabilitation was established. This 
bureau was empowered to organise voca­
tional schools. In Australia ·already we 
have vocational training schools, which have 
been used to train limbless soldiers to enable 
them to resume their ordinary occupations. 
This bureau in Pennsylvania was given the 
power to form vocational classes, and, if 
necessary, to apprentice temporarily disabled 
workers to any private employer where 
appropriate at the expense of the State, in 
or·der that they might be taught some suit­
able occupation. The Bill which was intro­
duced there provided that the bureau should 
have extensive powers, such as visiting the 
home•; of families of disabled workers to sec 
if it were necessary to give monetary assist­
ance to the families and dependants of 
disabled workers, and it was also empowered 
to spend money in the training of disabled 
men in any way thought proper. Nothing 
was compulsory. It was a voluntary organi­
sation in the first place, and received legis­
lative sanction in so far as expenses incurred 
by the bureau were borne by the State of 
Pennsvlvania. If our Workers' Compensa­
tion .<\et could be amended in that direction, 
I think the Act would be the most modern 
in the world. It would then be indeed an 
Act worthy of the traditions that the Govern­
ment have established, and one which would 
add further laurels to the humanitarian 
legislation which they have placed upon the 
statute-book of Queensland, and would be 
another evidenC'e that the Government exist 
all the time in the interests of the workers of 
the State. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Chillagoe): I beg to 
second the resolution so ably moved by the 
hon. member for Ithaca. I '~ish to congratu­
late him on being elected to this House, and 
I am sure that before he has been here many 
months he will be able to take his place 
with the best debaters in the Chamber. I 
desire also to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker. 
on being elected once again to the Speaker's 
chair. and also the Premier and Ministers 
on being elected once again by their party, 
which shows that the faith which the party 
has had in them in the past has been well 
justified. 

I listened with interest to the Speech of 
His Excellen<',v, and as that Speech pertains 
to many of the industries in the Chillagoe 
electorate, I have naturally taken an interest 
in what His Excellency had to say in regard 
to the programme that will be submitted to 
the members of this Chamber during the 
course of this Parliament. 

Dcfore the redistribution of seats some few 
years back the Chillagoe electorate, which 
I have the honour to represent, was what was 
termed hv man;- members in this Chamber 
a mining electorate. but now that ha.s 
changed. Since the redistribution the 
Chiliitg-oc electorate covers many industries, 
including mining, dairying, maize-growing, 
timber-getting, pig-raising, and others of 
varied importance. I wish to thank the Go­
vernment for the great assistance thev have 
given these industries since the advent' of the 
Labour party ,to office in 1915. 

I notice that a Bill is foreshadowed to 
bring about a maize pool in Queensland 
and also the manufacture of maize products. 
I am ver:c· much interested in this proposed 
Bill, because on the Atherton Tableland, the 
lower portion of the Chillagoe electorate, 

[llir. Hanlon. 

much maize is being grown, and unless WC' 

have something of this description I am 
satisfied that that industry cannot progress, 
because maize-growing in North Queensland 
is not profitable unless substantial protec­
tion is given. We have had much protec­
tion in reg-ard to the establishment of a 
maizo pool there; but without a pool 
throughout the whole of Queensland, it will 
have no great effect. I would like to draw 
the attention of the people who are maize­
growing in the southern portion of Queens­
land to the great benefits they will derive 
if they take the advice of those people who 
are " in the k1,ow " in regard to what the 
maize pool has done for North Queensland. 
and help to get the maize pool established 
throughout Queensland. I would draw atten­
tion to the price received by the maize­
growers of X orth Queensland this year for 
the 1925 crop. The price received was £8 
per ton, and I und<'rstand that the manager 
of tne board intimated about five weeks 
ago that another 6s. is coming to the growers 
as a final payment, making the price £8 6s. 
per ton, against which I understand that the 
southern growers, where there is no pool in 
existence, only receive £6 per ton. 

GOYERN:\fENT l'vlE:"I!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. O'KEEFE : People who are interested 
in this particular industry can come down to 
the South and buy maize at £6 a ton as 
against the £8 6s. a ton which the maize-

growers in the North get, and 
[4.30 p.m.] can take that maize up to Cairns 

and even into the surrounding 
districts where maize is grown, and get £~ 
more per ton from the consumers than the 
consumers pay for the locally-grown maize. 

Mr. MoORE: Because it is better maize. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I quite admit that maizo 
grown in the South is ·a little better than 
that grown in the North, for the simpie 
reason that in the South they have not the 
rainfall which we have on the Tableland, 
but at the same time I want to point out that 
thC':,' are not giving the maize-growers a fair 
deal when they buy maize at ;!:;b a ton and 
take it up there and compete with the 
growers who arc receiving £8 6s. a ton. It 
also shows that, if the growers in the North 
can get £8 6s. a ton, the people in the South 
can pay a higher price than £6, thus proving 
that the growers in the South should also 
have a pool. I hope that the Government 
will put through this session a Bill which will 
make that possible, thereby .assisting all 
those who are making their living by grow­
ing maize. There is a certain amount of 
discontent amongst the growers, even on the 
Atherton Tableland, where there is a maize 
board, but that discontent is brought about 
mostly by the activities of those persons in 
the North "~ho for some -,ears past have been 
handling the maize-growers' crop. They 
han; gone to the people up there, more cspr 
cially during the by-election, and have advo­
cated the breaking up of the pool. They got 
many of the growers to believe there wqs 
something in their contention, but I am ghd 
to sav that a lot of that discontent has !•OW 

vanished, although I still think that it is 
advisable for the Government to send an 
expert up there to go into the ways ana 
means of financing the maize pool in order 
to prove to the growers that they are gettin,; 
.the best possible deal from the board. I 
p0rsonally firmly believe that the board 't,as 
giYen them the best possible .deal, but I 
admit that discontent does exist to a, certam 
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'degree, and it would be beneficial to the 
growers and to the consumers themselves if 
the course I suggest were followed, I have 
had the opportunity of talking to the chair­
man of the board and I believe that they 
would welcome u~ inquiry by the Govern­
mPnt as to their finances with a view to 
bringin"' about a better feeling amongst ibe 
grower;,"' than exists at present, . It 'Yould be 
more satisfactory, too, If the mqmry wer•l 
held openly, so that the men concerned could 
hear the evidence produced and so be .norc 
easily catisfied that maize-growing can ue 
made a profitable concern. 

I would also like to point out that in tha 
Ravenshoe district an attempt is being made 
to establish the dairying industry, . At ~he 
end of this month a butter factory IS bei_ng 
opened there, a~d. I take this opportumty 
of urging the :Mmister for Pubhc Lands to 
make available whatever land has been 
alroadv denuded of its timber, so that people 
can s~lect it and thereby become _dairy 
farmers, and so help the factory. Without 
some additions to the numbers of dairymen 
there we cannot expect to have much success 
with the factory which is to be est":blished 
within a few days. I would also hke _the 
Minister to assist in whatever way possible 
in the building of the pioneer roa,d acr?ss 
>vhat is known as Longlands Gap, m wh10h 
the local authorities around Eacham and 
Herberton and the selectors are keenly 
int•'l'ested. I have endeavoured to got the 
Main Roads Board intere,ted, but I find 
that the board cannot take a part in such a 
job, and I am now seeking to get the ~uppo_rt 
of the shire council in a movement which will 
open up that area. 

I hope the Mii_lister ":ill ~xtend _ e~~ry 
pmsible assistanC<' m the dn·ectwn of haHng 
the upper and lowm: T_ableland opened, thus 
stimulating the dauymg m.d~1stry m that 
"<rea and at the same t1me givmg the dairy­
;neiJ 'the facility of a road by which they can 
-<·onyev their cream to the Ravenshoe butter 
faeto1~y. 

The hon. mc>mbcr for Ithaca dealt very 
, ·dcnsivelv with our educational system. I 
do not desire to touch on that matter to any 
H'r. rrreat extent but on behalf of the people 
·of tiH~ Chillagoe ~lcctorate I desire to express 
in the Seeretarv for Public InstructiOn theu 
appreciation o.f the system of travelling 
, .hools permitting of education m domestic 
science and n1anual training. rrhosc travel­
ling mPdiums of education have been very 
much appreciated by the rc.ople of- the 
:\crth. Durmg my last visit to :2\o_rth 
Oucensland I received rnany requests ask1ng 
that the Government extend their educa­
tional facilities in the "'orth by the establish­
ment of a permanent scho_ol at Hcrb~rton. 
Hc·rberton is a town whiCh Is admirably 
>nit.ed for a school. At the present time 
there arc sPvoral high schools of different 
denomination_, there, but if the department 
were to establish a permanent primary school 
in that town, it would be well attended by 
the children of Herbcrton, Ravenshoe, 
Tumoulin. Kaban, Irvinebank, and Stannary 
Hills. Hcrbcrton is very easily a('cossible 
from all those places by motor service. The 
people of those districts arc keenly anxioc;s 
that the department should construct this 
schcol. which would have a beneficial effect 
·on the children, the district, and the State tts 
a whole. 

I hope the Minister will be able to see his 
way clear to introduce what I might call a 

national health Bill-a Bill to assist the 
working class during periods of illness. A 
working man in common with every other 
individual in the community must seek 
medical attention during times of illness, and 
often he has to lie in a hospital or at home 
losing ven valuable time and a considerable 
amount of wages, thereby inflicting serious 
hardship on himself and his family. I would 
suggest that the Bill be financed on the basis 
similar to that set out in the Unemployed 
\Yorkers' Insurance Act, which provides that 
the Government shall contribute one-third, 
the employer one-third, and the employee 
one-third. Such legislation would render a 
considerable amount of assistance to the 
individual, would be of great benefit to the 
State, and would reflect a considerable 
amount of credit on the Government. 

1\Iention is made in the Lieutenant­
Gm·ornor's Speech of better provision for 
men in the mining- industry suffering from 
miners' phthisis. \Vhen one considers what 
was done for these unfortunates by past Go­
vernments, one must confess that at present 
they are being decently cared for, but I hold 
that there is still plenty of room for improve. 
ment. I suggest that the regulations be 
relaxed somewhat, so that an applicant will 
not be compelled to wait long periods for the 
compensation that he sorely needs, I have 
in mind a case of a miner at Herberton who 
made application last October, but because 
of the stringency of the regulations-perhaps 
it is necessary to have stringent regulations 
-he has had considerable difficulty in obtain­
ing what arc his rights. There should be 
some scheme by which the police magistrate 
in the town could inquire into certain cases 
and exercise his discretion, enabling the 
afflicted worker to receive assistance without 
any undue delay. 

As member for the Chillagoe electorate, I 
would like to have a little to say on the 
mining industry. I deplore the action of the 
Government in closing down the mines at 
Mungana, thereby throwing a lot of miners 
out of work, in addition to compelling many 
of them with families to break up their 
homes and seek new homes elsewhere. 

According to the Secretary for Mines, the 
mines arc not of a payable nature. In that 
r< '-pect I differ with the Minister. I have 
been a tnining man for many years, and, 
with the pmctical experience I have gained 
of mining in the district, I am satisfied they 
could be worked for some years to come and 
bo made to pay. That is, however, a matter 
>vhich I shall haYe the opportunity of refer­
ring to at a later date, when I will put 
before this House information as to how 
those mines could be made to pay. It is not 
my wish to take advantage of my seconding 
the Address in Reply to air any grievan~e. 
I .,-ill content myself for the present with 
statirw that those mines should not have 
been ~losed. There are sufficient ore-bodies 
in existence to enable them to be worked, 
but on account of th<l financial position of 
the State the Government have decided to 
cease operating them. I venture to say that, 
had a zinc treatment plant been installed at 
the Chillagoe works, sufficient zinc would 
have been saycd to pay the wages shee~ of 
the whole cost of mining and smel~mg. 
There is a lot of zinc in that district­
thousands and thousands of tons-which at 
the present time is being cast out on the 
slack heap. We have had its payable nature 
demonstrated by an individual who has sent 
a quantity to Belgium and showed a profit. 

MT. O'Keefe.] 
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Mr. KELSO: That is an example of what 
private enterprise can do. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Whether it was State or 
private enterprise, the State should be pre­
pared to expend public money to erect a 
plant of that description at Chillagoe, 
thereby saving that particular mineral and 
giving the people there an opportunity to 
live. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Give the hon. member for 
Warrego a chance to float a company. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I do not think that the 
hon. members opposite could float anything. 

I suggest that. the Secretary for Mines 
should go into the matter of assisting pros­
pectors to a larger degree than is done at 
present. I know that the Minister is sym­
pathetic to the mining industry, and that he 
has given us a great deal of assistance. 
::\'evertheless, the industry is declining, and 
capital is required to put into it with the 
object of enabling it to carry on. The 
mining industrv has been of great assistance 
to the State in' years past. I suggest to the 
'Minister that he should assist prospectors on 
lines similar to what is done in ·w cstern 
Australia at the present time. There pros­
pectors are assisted by the payment of sus­
tenance to the extent of £1 to £1 10s. per 
week, according to the district intended \,o 
be prospected, in addition to being supplied 
with tools, horses, and, if necessary, camels. 
I have the whole of the papers before me. 
and I intend to hand them to the Secretary 
for Mines during the course of the next low 
davs. 

We have in Queensland, especially North 
Queensland, a very large tin area. For many 
yea.rs in days gone past tin mining was a 
very profitable industry in the Irvinebank 
district, "here I have lived for a number of 
vears. At present there is a very line tin 
concentration plant there, ,nd I am sorry to 
say it is 1mrked only for about thirty weeks 
during the year. Properly assisted by the 
Ileprrrtmcnt of Mines. that plant could be 
worked continuously throughout the twelve 
mo01ths, especially in view of the present price 
of tin, and it is admitted by hon. members 
o£ the Ministry that tin is going to keep at 
a fair price for a number of years to come. 
The Government are interested in one of the 
greatest tin mines to be found in Australia­
ns a matter of fact, it is the deepest tin mine 
in Australia-the Vulcan Tin Mine, at 
Irvinebank. Thev arc interested to the extent 
of a few thousand pounds which were loaned 
to the company a few years ago. The com­
pany are not now working that mine-not 
because they think it is not worthy to be 
worked, hut because the shareholders are 
spread all around Australia, and perhaps 
sornc a re outside Australia, and it is very 
difficult for the secretary of the company to 
g t in touch with them. I consider the Go­
vernment should give the company a certain 
time in which to resume operations. and if 
they fail to do eo, they should be instructed 
to g-et out. The mine could then be taken 
over by the Government, who hold a mort­
gage fnr a few thousand pounds loaned to 
the company, and a number of hands could 
be employed there. I am quite satisfied thev 
would get sufficient ore to afford great relic"£ 
to the district and ensure the adequate work­
ing of the machinery installed. 

I de not intend at this juncture to keep the 
Hou'3c waiting any longer on the Address in 
Reply. I wish to thank you, Mr. Speaker, 

[}lir. O'Keefe. 

and the hon. members of the House for the 
courtesy they have shown me during the 
course of mv address. 
HoNOURAB~E MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SPECIAL AD,JOURNl\IE~T. 

The PRE:\IIER : I beg to moY<'-
" That the House, at its rising, dO< 

r,rljourn until 3 p.n1. to-n1orro'"-." 
Quc,tion put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 4.48 p.m. 




