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Hlo Auditor-General's Report. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

THl:JRSDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1925. 

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIO~. 

DIFFEHENCE IN CoST OF ROLLING-STOCK BUILT 
AT IPSWICH RAILWAY \VORKSHOPS AND BY 
Cm;TRACTORS. 

Mr. GLEDSON (lps1cich), for Mr. F. A. 
COOPER (Bremcr), asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" What is the difference in the cost to 
the department betwecn-(a) locomotives, 
(b 1 carriages, (c) wagons, built by the 
department at the Inswich Railway 
Workshops; and (a) 'locomotives, (b) 
<oarriages, (c) wagons. built for the Rail­
way Department by contractors." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombo, Ii rppel) replied-

" The infonnation IS 1n course Df 
preparation." 

SUPPLEMEI\TARY ESTIMATES. 

1924-1925 AND 1925-1926. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from His Excellency the Deputy-Governor 
of a message transmitting the Supplementary 
Estimates-Revenue, Trust a.nd Special, and 
Loan-for the years 1924-1925 and 1925-1926. 

The Estimates were ordered to be printed. 
and ;·eferred to Committee of Supply. 

VOTE OF CREDIT. 

ON AccouNT 1926-1927. 

The SPEAKER an.nounced the receipt 
from His Excellency the Deputy-Governor 
of a message recommending that provision 
be made. on account, for the services of the 
several departments of the public service 
for the year ending 30th June, 1927, of the 
following sums:-

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Queensland, exclusive of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the 
Loan Fund Account, the sum of 
£2,000,000. 

From the Trust and Special Funds the 
sum of £1,000,000. 

From the moneys standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Accou.nt the sum 
of £600,000. 

The mP"agc was ordered to be referred to 
the Committe'l of Supply. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

PVBLIC ACCOUNTS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the ~"uditor-General of his report. on 
the public acnounts for the financial year 
1924-1925. 

HoNOTTRABLE ME::I!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Ordered to be printed. 

[Hon. 111. J. Kirwan. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-THIRTEENTH A:-a~ 

Fol:RTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 
(Mr. Pollock, Grcgory, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
INSPECTION OF :;rACHINERY, SCAFFOLDI1\G, AXD 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 

(Hon. M. J. KinYan, Brisbane): I beg to 
move-

" That £29,545 be granted for ' Inspec­
tion of Machinery, Scaffolding, ano 
V\' eights and Measures.' " 

There is a general increase in this vote of 
£3,611, made up by additional payments for 
grade increases in connection with salaries 
of £3,061. Under the heading "Contin­
gencies," there is an increase in wages, 
travelling expenses. etc., of £250, due to the 
expansion of the department, a,nd in railway 
fares of £300, making a total increase in 
" Contingencies " of £550. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ip.,wiclz): I want to con­
gratulate the Minister and the department. 
upon the effective work they haYe done in 
Queensland during the past year. It is an 
important depa.rtment, and an exceedingly 
difficult one to conduct. 

Several hen. members conversing in loud 
t.Qnes, 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If hen. mem­
bers desire to interview Ministers, there are 
?ther rooms set apart for that purpose; and, 
If any hon. members desire to carry on long 
and noisy conversations, there are other 
places where thfLt can be done. 

HONOURABLE lY1DJBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: Jl was saying that this is 
a most important department, and the Go­
vernment are certainly to be congratulated 
on the work which has been done. There 
are often complaints that ~he department is 
interfering unnececsarily with machinery, but 
on any works where I have been engage-d or 
with which I have come in contact it -has very 
often been found that the men thought the 
machinery w'as all ri~Tht till an inspector 
?ame along an<:l . was able to point out that 
1t was not all nght, and he has thus been 
the means of preventing accidents to those 
who arc working in c.mnection with that 
machinery. 

Another direction in which the department 
has done good work during tho yea1· is in 
connection with the reports which it is often 
e.sked to mak<• on machinery. particularly 
on boilers. Considering the time t;tken up 
by the departmenfal officers in making these 
reports, a charge should be mad,. for 'then1, 
and the department is quite right in its 
attitude in that respect. We know that these 
reports are regarded as of value, and people 
who want to buy or sell machinery or a 
boiler appreciate' the fact that the stamp of 
the department is upon it. 

Another good work the department has 
done during the year has been the inspPctiJn 
of machinery for public or semi-public bodies. 
There are many Ecmi-public bodies in Queens­
land which have to use machinery, and many 
of them ht>Ve not been in a position to say 
whether the machinery they propose to buy 
is up to the standard, and the department 
has been able to do very good work by 
inspecting such machinery and, where justi­
fied, shtmping it, iiius preventing people 
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who contract with tlwse bodies from selling 
,.-ha·: might prove to be a means of loss to 
them. The stamn of the department is proof 
that it is a good article, and, when people 
who are selling it know that 'it has to stand 
the inspection of a skilled inspector from the 
Inspection of Machinery Department, they 
do not supply a shoddy article. We have 
had experience in our own district of articles 
which ha Ye been inspected by and stood the 
test of the department, and we have had 
splendid results from them. I can therefme 
youch for the efficiency of the inspections of 

- 1he department in that respect. 

I congratulate the l\iinister on the good 
work this department has done, and I think 
.that it puts Queensland foremost, so far 
as the proper inspection not only of 
machinery but also of scaffolding is con­
cerned, and I hope he will see that i·t is 
kept right up to the mark. 

Item (Inspection of Machinery, Scaffolding, 
.r.nd \\'eights and Measures) agreed to. 

LABOUR, FACTORIEs, A:\D WoRKERs' 
ACCOMli!ODATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS 
1Hon. ::-,1. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to 
n1ove-

" That £37,595 be granted for ' Labour, 
Factories. and \Yorkers' A~ommoda­
tion.' ., -

There is a total increase in the vote of 
£8,187, rendel·cd necE>ssa-ry by the appoint­
ment of additional inspectors, clerks, etc., 
and for paying grade increases. There is 
also an increase for additional travelling 
expenses and increased railway fares for the 
conw'vance of labour, necessitated by the 
expan"sion of the department. There is an 
increase in fees to members of the Appren-
1 iceship Committee because of additional 
meetings held in connection with the appren-
1 iceship scheme. There is an increase in 
con:ingencies of £4,190. 

Mr. PETERSON (Tormanby): I desire to 
-point out to th" Minister that the railway 
lengthsmcn in the Yarious part·' of the State 
are living under conditions which cannot l'c 
called congenial. They do not come under 
the ·workers' Accommodation Ac~. If 
private employers arc compelled-and •rightly 
-to proYide decent housing accommodation 
when thev are called upon to house their 
-<:'mployees", then a good example should be 
'et by the Government with their employees. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VOP.IKS: I do 
11ot build :he lengthsmen' s cottages. 

Mr. PETERSON: I know that; still theY 
ue workers. If these lcngthsmen working 
out in the hot summer sun in big cuttings 
and gorges in various parts of Queensland 
are not workers in thE> true sense of the 
term, then I would like to know who are. I 
am asking that the Department of Public 
'\Vorks should get into consultation with the 
R-ailwav Department and see if something 
cmnot "lw done to provide these workers with 
proper accommodation. Mr. Pollock, you 
represent an electorate where there is a 
considerable number of railway workers, and 
,-ou know as well as I do t-hat many of these 
;11en live in houses built of kerosene tins and 
hags, and the reason they are built of this 
material is because .a lengthsman has no 
.security of tenure of his job. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ~ The hon" mem­
ber can deal with this matter on the proper 
vote. 

Mr. PETERSO::\: Yerv well, Mr. Pollock, 
I n1erelv rose to ask the Railway Department 
to see that these workers receive some con­
sideration in the direction I have indicated. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East To01voomba): 
notice that there are items " Chairman, 
Apprenticeship Committees" and " Secretary, 
Apprenticeship Committees." Apprenticeship 
is a matter which vitally concerns the people 
of this State. Frequently I am asked what 
method is to he adopted in order that children 
mav become indentured. I understand that, 
if ,;· bov desi1·es to be apprenticed to a trade, 
he has- to apply to the Apprenticeship Com­
mitteE', the office of which I assume is at the 
Labour Bureau in his cfmtre. If those 
engaged in industry desires apprentices, I 
presurre they must apply to the Labour 
Bureau for such apprentices. It appears to 
me that this is a matter which requires to be 
made widely known. One of the methods by 
which we can make it known is through our 
Yarious State schoole. The headmasters must 
have a number of bovs. and likewise girls, who 
they know· will be ieaving- school at a certain 
period, and they could indicate _the condi­
tions under which tlwy can ohtam, employ­
ment. The child, in turn. will make those 
eonditions known to its parents. I find it 
most difficult for the great body of the people 
to get a knowledge of whether their children 
can follow a tra-de at all. Time and again 
there is a dearth of competent tradesmen. 
In Brisbane and Toowoomba there arc oppor­
tunities for the ernploynu~nt of numbers Jf 
s1:illed workmen in connection with the sewer­
agf' sy:;;tornf'. \V e hn -~:c lost a great oppor­
j unity in the past, and nun1he_rs of young­
feilow' now find them,ch-es unslolled through 
not having an opportunity of acquiring know­
IPdgp which would fit them to fill many of 
the skilled-positions which arc open to-day. 
I have stree;ed thf' point before that in inden­
turin{)' apprentices '"e mu~t rnake provision 
for the h:turP tradcmwn who will be 
required, and that it is no u~e waiting- for 
th<> job. Tlw boys of to-day and the men_ of 
to-morrow have lo'lt a goldc·n opportumty. 
If the bovs are not acquiring the knowledge 
as thev are g-rmving up, the opportunity is 
lost and they become members of the unskilled 
ranks. I h,1ve contpnd<>d timP and again that 
thPrc is no hindrance to an artisan becoming 
a labourer, but there is no possibility of a 
l. hourer doing the work of an artisan. 

Thf' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC' 'XoRKB: vVe h:tve 
h·ied to oYercorne that by the ~.\.pprenticP"h~p 
Act. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I reQlis~ that, but I do not 
agree with the methods adopted bv the 
Govc·rnmPnt. \Ye have not offered sufficient. 
opportunitv for skilled workers. Queensland 
and Austri=dia are not going to Rtand stHL 
and the world is wide. vVhy shoul-d we not. 
anticipate the reqnirnrn~ 11ts of th0 futnre by 
teaching our own lads and not be dependent 
upon bringing skilled rnen fron1 overseas? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Tc'l! 
me what we han' not done that we should 
have dune? 

Mr. ROBERTS: There should b,, a greater 
·mmber of boys employed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Are yon 
in favour of putting into operation the com­
palc;•n-v c!atLh of the Apprenticeship Act to 
cornpr=-l emr ]oyf•rs t'-J take choir fu11 numb "l. 

of apprent-ices? 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: I am quite prepared to do 
that if the hon. gentleman can get suitable 
lark 

The ~ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \\'ORKS: I can 
p-n. ~uitable lads all right. 

The CHAIR:J.1A:\ : Order ! Ordei· ! 

C\lr. ROBERTS: The Miniter bus lots ,£ 
·=·pportunitic- in the 1natter of con1pulsion. 
lie has the pov;,·cr to compel 1nen ",:;o take 
'I.'Cl'Hllil C'ldp:o.nnent, but he does not oxerci~'~ 
i ·,at now er. \Ylw then should he exercise the 
i lli\.\ ('.'.' of ccJJqJnf~ion in one ('a so and not in 

It. :.~ppcars to 111e that \Ye arc not 
1 h\ bovs of oar State a fair d( al. I 

v, <HiT -rh 1_' ~Iin;~tcr to irnaginC' that five years 
-:·r(<Ll t--;c•"- there is ,,;:oing to be expansion i_~ 
,nur trade. '\1:,~ (_• are nut making suflleient pro­
vi-:-ion to trni11 apprc11t.iccs to fill the places 
,,f tlw men who w·ill be removed from the 
t-killed t-rade~ b:,,. l'f'ason of old ngP, injury, 
and death. and \Ve :::ball have to depend o:~ 
,killed labonr from oYerscas to fill thos., 
,.acancies. which our O\Yll lads ought to take. 
I ~:~k the GoYc>rnincnt to give sonw considcra­
timl to giying information to parents on 
"'"P/H( nticc ~hip nunter.s so that, they will know 
-,hat opp01 tunitlcs of f'111ployn1cnt are offer­
in.(':.. for tht•lr boy~. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
1Hcm. :\1. J. Kirwan. Brisban.): I desire to 
as·lll"e the hon. member for East Toowoomba 
that the GoYNnment are doing all that is 
po'siblc to make the apprenticc,hip scheme 
a succe". I take this opportunity of paying 

t.l'ibnte alike to those employers and em­
p1o"d?es who are working on the variou~ 
apprenticeship -com1nittets. lion. n1mnbers 
-,·ill recollect that my predecessor introduc.od 
the Apprenticeship Act. and. when hn com­
nH'nccd to put it into operation, he nwt \vith 
~onlc difficulty. Quit.e a. nurnber of unions, 
nnd likc"i~e en1ploycrs, looked upon jt with 
disfanmr. EYentually reprc•,cntatives of the 
unions and f_ Llploycr:. were induced to con1e 
together and consider the matter, with the 
r<'·Ult that thev now realise t.hat it is ono 
of the bc~t ..:-\.pl1renticcship Acts in existence 
in Anstralia to-dav. As a. matter of fact. 
\YC' haYC rcf'eiYe~l communications from 
,eYeral of the labour bureaus in other States 
a~king for an explnnat.ion as to the manner 
in which the Act is being worked. I would 
be failing in my duty as head of the depart­
ment if I did not express my personal grati. 
tude a.nd that of the Government to the 
r<>prescntatiYes of the employers and em­
ployee' . .,·ho spend a great deal of time in 
dealing >Yith apprentices. and who cDme into 
nersonal contact with them and endeavour 
ro plae<> them in the trades for which they 
app0ar to be best adapted. 

Hon. members must realise that it is a 
,-,'rY difficult me.tter. when a lad of fifteen 
or u:;;ixtCCil C0ll1E'S a]ong, to ascertain what 
trade he is pEculi~.rl:- adapted for. A lad 
1nay be pur to the electric:1l engine,--ring 
r.rnde and n1ay learn nothing whatfwer, 
vvherea;;::, lf he were put to cabinet-making, 
he "·ould be an unqualified success. 

Mr. RoBERTS: He has the right to choose. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
That is done by sending the lad to the 
Technic:>] College and placing him in touch 
with the various classes conducted there. If 
the hon. member for East Toowoomba will 
get in touch with some of the employers or 
union r<>presentativ<:'s on the apprenticeship 

[lVIr. Robcrts. 

committees, he will learn a good deal as to 
what has been done. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I ha Ye already done that. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PL'BLIC vYORKS: 
The scheme has been in operation only 
" short time, and quite a number of lads 
have been placed in employment through it. 
L:nfortunately sm.1e employers will not take 
apprentices at all. I know of one particular 
!inn that takes that attitude; they will not 
giYe lads an opportunity to learn their trade. 

:Y1r. CORSEH: y, t you say they try tD 
sweat labour in that \Yay. . 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member is in the habit of saying 
more than hi prayers. EYery attempt has 
]";,·n macde by the department and by the 
rrpprcnticeship com1nittces to get this scheme 
into operation, and nearly every month the 
operations of the Act are extended and out­
side areas arc brought within its ambit, thus 
allowing lads in the distant parts of the State 
to learn trades. The main idea is to give not 
only a theoretical training in our workshops 
but also a practical training, so that in 
four or five years we shall be able to pro­
duce tho··e f:irst-class tradesmen who, the 
hon. n1e1nber said, are so neces::ary for the 
progress of the State. 

:Yir. PETERSON (Tornwnby): I draw the 
a i tcntion of the Minister to the operations 
of the Labour Bur0au in Rockhampton. J\'Ien 
living in other parts of the Central dis­
irict have to register at the Rockhamp· 
tnn bureau, and, if those men should go 
homo a.nd vYork turn up for them during 
tlwir absence, they lose the right to a 
job. In the case of n1en living in outlying 
places. would it not be possible to alloY, 
thcn1 to rcrnain at their hornes until a job 
cropped up wh0n, sa~. bventy-four hours' 
notice could be given them that they 
~re now ne"r the top of the list. 
That would bo better than rcmammg 
about the city and losing what little money 
the;~· have while "aiting for a job. \Vhat­
,,,.,,,. mrry have been the experiences of other 
hon. n1embcrs. that jg 1ny experience in my 
O\Yl1 district. If the ~Iinister can sec his wav 
t0 arrange such a scheme, consirlerable relief 
will be eJfordod to men desirous 0f taking 
ach·anbge of tho Lnhour Bureau. Those 
1!1('11 an). decent, reputable citizens, a.nd be­
c,n!'c they mnv not ca1·e to hang round Rock­
lwmplon, ::-Jorth Rockhampton. or Queen's 
l'ark they arc precluded from getting 
a JOD. I trust that the :Ylinist.er will see his 
\vav to rE.-corn1nend the adontion of ::ome 
such scheme os I haYe suggested. 

:\Ir. 2\1AXWELL (Toowong): The hon. 
member for East Toowoomba is to be con­
gratulated on drawing the Minister's 
attention to the ;criousncss of the position 
that exists to-day. 

The SECRET\RY FOR P'LBLIC \VORKS: It 
;yould have been n1uch n1ore serious if no 
_\pprf'ntioeship Art hrrd been passed 

sir. ;\L\X\YELL: Tlwt may be so, but 
the 11osition of affair::: is not altogether satis­
factory. It is well known that in the past 
ther(! wu;; always a difficulty in securing an 
opportunity for bo,·s to learn trades, but 

that difflcultv will be overcome 
rn a.m.] by the creation of apprenticeship 

committees. I want to stress the 
necessitv for t.he :\!linister giYing every 
encourogemcnt to H:e young people of this 
State to learn some trade or profession. 
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The parents are very anxious-in n1y own 
electorate, at any rate-as to what they 
arc going to do with their boys and g•rls. 
There have been instances where they have 
trier! to place their ~oys and girls and have 
found it absolubly 1mposs1 ble to do ~o. If 
the apprentice~hip comm1ttee Is gomg to 
find opportunities for placmg c;·ery boy and 
j:.:irl in a desirable. callm~, Jt .. \\·11! have 
accoinplishf'd sorneth1ng.. 1he J\11n1st.er .~s 
';cry opti1nh;:tic, and I w1sh I ·were as opti­
rn istic. I arn in regard to a good many 
tl;ings, but I am not quite so .optimistic in 
connection with the apprcntJccsh!p com­
mittee. I <rive the hon. gentleman e1·ed1t 
for all sin~eritv irl connection with the 
matter. I believe that he means well; 
but there ma.y be certain stumbling 
blocks in the way that may have to be 
removed. On page 15 of the report reference 
is made to the certificates issued to young· 
persons. I do not know whether that means 
that the c0rtificates are issued to young 
perwns who arc qualified to ent0r a certain 
tr<tde or calling, or whether it mea?s that 
theY have entered a trade or callmg. I 
rind that for the vear ended 31st March, 
1924 there ,;·ere 246 males and 425 f0malcs, 
lllal;ing a total of 671, who haYc received 
c,2rtlficates, whil0 for the following year 
274 males and 537 fcmJa!cs received certiti­
ratt•s. making a total of 811. I should like 
to kno·A from the ~linistcr if these :-oung 
people haVE' been placed in po,itions, or is 
it only a qu -;}iftcJ.tion i.. crtificate, and then, 
whcr. an~' employer wants them, they are 
to h:c picked off the ranks and allocated to a 
certain trade or calling. If that is so, the 
fignl'CS sho'vn in the rE'port do not indicate 
YP.r.v much progress in p1acing young peoph~ 
in positions. \Yhen you take into considera­
tion the popnlrrtion of Queensland and find 
that only 27-' young males haYe re·"eived 
ccrtif-icatrs of rompetPncy. it sf'clns to nu' 
that we arc going to h~ve a St,~_tc of 
nnskillcd tradr,men. That sp1eaks for itself. 
Th0 po.'3ition the hon. mcn1ber for East 
Too\Yoornba pointf'd out i~ a serious one, and 
~omo special <tttrartjon should be glscn to 
young pcopl0 to pncourag£' them to n1ako 
i-hon1sP1Yrs self-supporting. Th0rc is no 
g-reater a"et to thf' State than self-supporting 
people. A skilled tradcsmrtn is the most 
indt:'pendent man in the <Community. \Vith 
his ~kill he can comn1and a position, and 
cnn conHnr~nd-not tho 1nini1ntnn W~tgc, but 
the higlwst wage it is pocoible to get. 
It i~ a serious position ~,,~hen \Ye finrl frmn 
the report that .. for the ycRr ended 31st 
}la!·ch last certifi.cates were irsued to only 
274 males. \Vc klcow that there arc more 
than that numbPr leaving the sehooh at the 
termination of their scholastic career. \Vhcre 
;:,ro those bo;'J drifting' The hest assd we 
can gd is the tradesman. 

An 0PPOSITTOX ·MnlBER: I' hat r.bout the 
fn.i·rnc-r? 

:;\fr. :!.1AX\VELL: I dn d€'aling- with 
Brisbanf 110"\Y, bnt f:n-n1er~ n rp n"'ally ·- tr;tdF -s-
1·1011. I would like somP cxplanat~on from 
the Minister as to what the certificates given 
to young pPrson~ rt'a lly n1ean. A re the 
certificate·' onlv issued to those who have 
qnnlifip-] to tftke up a <'ertain trade or 
crrlling' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. :\1. J. Kirwan. Brishanr) : The certi­
ficate, to which the hon. "member for 
Tcowong has drawn attention are thme which 
arc i>'med with the consent of the Minister, 
after having the matter investigated and 

rc·ported upon. to children under sixte~n 
years of age to allov,r thcrn to \York 1n 
fa< tories. J t Ycrv often occurs tho~J the 
father is an in;:ali<'t or the mother a. \Vldo,,-. 
who j, corr1pcl1C'd · t'1 send out the eldest 
J,<'m'·cr of the family to uugmcnt !!is or 
bcr ratbcr small inconH~. rrhe c~~rbfK:ate 
is only :;iven after inquiries al~c made anll 
tbe ca~c: is fully invc-.tigatcd, and the person 
conecrn0d Inu:-t nro-,-o that thcrt• Is an1ple 
justification for t~-:c certific:ttc being ,si\ en. 

Ill ordel' to shov,r that the Gove1·nn1ent 
arc dcing somr-~thing in regard to apprentice­
ship. I would point out that, at the GO\·ern­
mcnt workshops and construction branch con­
nected with the department, we have seventy­
nine a pprentic:es. Ther0 are twentT car~ 
p0ntcrs, five joiners, sixteen plumbers. four 
painters. eight bricklayers, six plasterers, two 
rnaso~1s, fivo Plectricians, two motor mechanics, 
one polisher, and one blacksmith. These 
apprentices are employed in connection with 
the Government workshops and construction 
branch, and there are a number of appren­
tic<:'s employed on the Treasury buildmgs. 

~.h. PETERSGX: That 1s a very small 
nurnbcr. 

Tfj(' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I an1 only speaking of the work under rny 
control. The hon. Ill"cmber will realise that 
\Ve ('an only take cogni ,,ancp of apprentice" 
l"i'}H're '" e ha VC' permanent workshops or per~ 
rnancnt work going on. I think ·we arc doing 
fair}-.,~ \·>f'll wlth sP\'pnt;~nine. If the hon. 
mem.bcr go•!R to the Ipswich Road \Yorkshops 
he will fi!ld apprentices to the different 
trades which nrc being carried on. _._!\ Jot 
of the work which is being done; in the 
r::rcparatio:n of the .::tor.c for thP Treasur: 
h1ock is being r 1rricrl ont 1'1::- the apprPn ticc~. 
The 1vork in t·oPnrction v·ith t.hc stone forn1-
ing the base of the statue of the late Hon. 
1' .. J. R~·an W:\S done there by apprentices. 
I would like to take hon. members, when they 
haYe the time availablf', to see the work being 
done at the Ipswich Road ·workshop by 
apprentices. They take a pride in their 
calling and arc doing splendid work, and by 
the time they have finished their apprentice­
ship they will be splendid artisans and able 
lo und(rtakp an, \Vork on Tvhich theY n1ay 
be employed. · 

I nnder~tood thC' hot1. member for Nor­
rnaub, to suggrst that eonve method should 
be adopted to get into communie2tion with 
mu. Ji,·ing outside Rockhampton-for m· 
'tanrc, nt some plecce on the Contra! RailwaY 
]ine-and registered at the Labour Bureau 
in Roekhampton, '•"'he·J work could be found 
for them-that is, ;;-hen they 'Yerc at the head 
of th' list. 

}lr. PETERSOX: If they are not on the spot 
thev !1li':::" thelr chance, and it me,,n3 that, if 
th0~~ "Yar.t a job, they have to bang fll'ounc1 
in Rockhampton. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I think the hon. member will admit that the 
labour agent~ do 1vhat thE'Y can in such 
marters and that lhey ar·e Yery sympathetic 
in their adminietration, particularly if they 
know that a man is married and has a familv 
and is really anxious t.o get work. In such 
rases particularly they give hirn every assist­
anc·' to get to the place where he can obtain 
work. I think something might be done. For 
instance, if the job was not to start for three 
days. it would be possible to notify the man 
who was at the head of the list if he was out 
of Rockhampton, but sometimes the Railway 
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Department ring up the bureau here or at 
::\Iaryborough, Bundaberg, or Rockhampton, 
and say that five men are required to start at 
a given hour perhaps that day or the next 
<:lay. 

Mr. PETERSON: If a man is fifth on the 
list, could they not send him a letter intimat­
ing that he was near the top? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
That system could be carried out, so that, 
when .a man was near the top of the list, he 
could come into town and make a point of 
being at the bur·eau. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowong) : I should like 
to know from the Minister whether it is 
possible to get information as to the number 
of apprentices the apprenticeship committee 
have placed in various trades and callings. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: We are 
trying to get the information now. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: I think it is necessary 
wo should have that information. I ·do not 
ask for it immediately, but we certainly 
<hould know how we are dealing with these 
boys. I believe that the committee is doing 
excellent work, and I am quite satisfied that 
the Director of Labour is doing excellent 
work. He is a man with a pin-pricking job. 
if I may use that term. Anybody who has 
to hold the scales of justice fairly between 
employer and employee has a somewhat diffi­
cult task, and I have a great amount of 
sympathy for Mr. Walsh. He is a most 
honourable, con.5cient.ious 1nan. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Do yDu give him any 
trouble? 

Mr. MAX\VELL: I am alwavs amenable to 
reason, and I try to cause as little trot\ble as 
I can, because I appreciate the ·difficulties of 
the position. I should like to take the oppor­
tunity of giving an assurance to parents that 
excellent work is being done, .and the only 
way in which I can make that assurance 
effective is by getting a return such as I 
have indicated. If it is not possible to get 
it this morning, then we can have it subse­
quently. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS : If the 
hon. member will frame a question for 
to morrow, I will endeavour tD get the 
information. 

Mr. HANSON (Burandu) : I .am glad to 
see from the Estimates 1 hat some recognition 
has been accorded to the chairman and secre­
tary of the apprenticeship committees in the 
way of salary. I have gone to the trouble of 
getting some definite figur·es indicating what 
has been done by the apprenticeship com­
mittee and the growth of the system during 
the last year. I have dealt with this question 
previDusly in this Chamber. Last year the 
uumber of apprentices who had been dealt 
with v. as approximatel;r 1,200. This year I 
find that the total was 2.141, or an increase 
Df 894 for the past twelve months. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: That 
is under the Act. 

Mr. HANSON: V\' e were working under 
the apprenticeship regulations prior to the 
pas·-ing of the Act. and practically carrying 
out the same functions as at present. Of the 
total of 2,141 apprentices dealt with some 1,700 
are attending classes at the technical colleges 
at Brisbane, Ipswich, )'oowoomba, Mary· 
borough, Rockhampton. and Townsville. I 
think those fi·gures indicate very fair pro­
gr·ess. I agree with the hon. member for 

[Hon. NI. ,J. Kirwan. 

Toowong that a good tradesman is one of the 
best assets the State can have. Perhaps the 
good conditions existing in the trades during 
the past year have been re,ponsible to some 
extent for the progress of the scheme. The 
figures I have quoted do not take into con­
sideration Charters Towers, Gym pie; Mackay, 
and Cairns. No figures are available with 
respect to those places, but one must make 
some allowance for them. 

I agree with the hon. member for East Too­
woomba that some publicity should be given 
to the apprenticeship scheme. Anyone who 
g·oes outside Df the city-in fact there is no 
need to go outside of the city-will find that 
par<?nts of children about to leave school 
know very little indeed abou·~ th~o subject 
of apprenticeship. 'I'he secretaries of unions 
of skilled workers have had considerable 
trouble in policing the apprenticeship regu­
lations, inasmuch as they have found. a 
large number of boys engaged in the d1ffer· 
c·nt trades who have not been registered 
through the Apprenticeship Committee at 
all. Some pubhci~y in the schoois might 
obviate a lot of trouble in that direction. 
"nd it might be possible to advertise occa­
sionally in the newspapers that a number of 
boys are required for certain trades and 
inviting the parents to see that their boys 
make application for the positions. 

There is a mme serious aspect Df the 
matter which has often been streE,ed. I 
refer to the proportion of apprentices in 
an~- one trade. Every industrial award lays 
down the proportion of apprentices to 
journeymen. Some hon. members have con. 
tended that the proportion is not high 
enough. and that it should be unlimited. I 
Ju not agree with that, but 1 do say that 
rnany unions have agreed to a grPater pro­
portion being permi'tted because they realise 
rhe seriousness of the position and the neces­
sity for more skilled tradesmen. I have had 
a good number of years' experience m con­
nection with the apprenticeship sch0me. and 
neither I nor any other union official has 
ever disagreed with the proposal 100 exceed 
the proportion Df apprentices in the cas£' 
of any decen~ employer who was in a position 
to tPach a boy his trade. I think the thing 
can be overdone, and every <1pplication 
'hould be dealt with on its merits It is 
time the J\Iinister gave serious consideration 
to putting into opera~ion the compulsory 
clauses of the Apprenticeship Act. Take the 
branch of the building industry in which I 
was interested. There are several employers 
C'ngaged in that industry who to-day are 
not employing their full proportion of appren­
tices. Many employers in ~he building indus­
try have refused point-blank to take any 
npprontices, while some have taken a few. 
I v<mture to say that outside the plumbing 
i rad<' there is not one employer employing· 
the full proportion of apprentices pcrmi~ted 
u11der industrial awards. That must be taken 
illto consideration as soon as possible by the 
:Yiinister with a view to putting into opera­
tion in some trades the compL!lsory clauses 
of the Act. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toou·oomba): I wail 
pleased to hear the hon. member for Buranda 
say that the unions were viewing mor8 
favonrablv an increase in th0 number of 
apprentices. I realise that there are oppor­
tunities for the boys if they are given a 
chance. The hon. member referred to the 
building indu,try. but I wan~ to point out 
that the difficulty in taking on apprentices 
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in that industry is the question of the con­
tinuity of employment. \Vhen an emp:oyer 
t"kes an apprentice he has to recognise his 
liability, and, if his work finishes say in 
about eighteen months and he is left with a 
C'Ouple of apprentices, he has to find some 
method of transferring those boys to another 
employer so as to cany out the conditions 
of -~he indenture I know that in the city 
of Brisbane the builders ha vo come to an 
twderstanding to carry a certain number of 
opprentices; but, in addition to that. there 
1 the responsibility if an employer suddenlv 
finds that the job is finished and :10 fm·the~· 
c:mtr.ac".; has been obtained. Those facts 
have to be taken into consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : In some 
easp, we arrange to transfer. 

.:l.Ir. ROBERTS : I raised a discussion on 
this vote in particular to try to induce trw 
t'<'partment to get into touch with the schools 
and make it very definitelv known there that 
th" parents will obtain a· knowledo-e under 

hat method and svstem thev ·can fndentur~ 
tf ,c:ir boys. " ... 

;\lr. HANSON: They could put up advertise­
'"ents on the walls, too. 

:\Ir. ROBERTS: I do not think that i> 
n, ('essar:,. The headrnasters know how manv 
Lo~'S are reaching an age Vi~ hen they lea v8 
scl:·JOL 

There is another point which I wish to 
raise on this vote. Some time ago I was in 
Rockhampton,_ and on my return I brought 
under the notice of the House the difficultv 
in which some men find themselves in obtain­
ing employment. A particular case came 
under my notice to which I then referred. 
A man's name was called at the labour 
i.Jm·eau. On that morning his namo 
happened to be first on the list and t-he 
job offering was l:is. 'The diffic~ity which 
men confronted !urn was that he did not 
ha \"e a union ticket as he had been out of 
work for a period. He consequently had to 
,t,md down. Mr. Theodore who was then 
Premier. intimated that t:he Government 
._._ ould make arrangements tD ensure that men 
i11 those circumstances would not be refused 
work. that they would be giYen employment. 
aPd that the amount of the union ticket would 
he deducted from their wages. ·we had an 
in .. tance of a similar character at Too­
'·· oomba last week. The assurance that tlw 
yx:Premier then gave is seemingly not now 
oen;g adhered to. It was brought under my 
notice where a man who had been out of 
<>mployment for some considerable time-t·J 
owme extent through ill-health-founcl himself 
nble to get a job. Immediately the job Wt1S 

offered the ouestion of his union ticket w" s 
1 tisPd. He had not previously been eniTaged 
in that particular calling. It was"' onlv 
~ ln·ough the kindness of another person in 
Too,Yoon1ba, who made the monev f.or the 
union ticket available. that this -man wa,s 
,.•,Je to get the job. If that person had not 
eorne to his assistance he wOuld have been 
walking the streets of Toowoomba and he 
had seven children under the age or' fourteen 
vf'ars. There is something wrong in the con­
ditions of the State when such cases occur. 
1 cannot imagine that the men who con­
<titute . the unions stand for that. There 
<hould be some method by which a man 
Pntitled to a job could pay a quota of the 
union fees from his first wages, and work 
should be given to him under those condi­
tions. The question of whether that man 
should work or not should not depend on thG 
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charity and good grace of some individual to 
enable him to buy his ticket. I am raisinn· 
this question because I have been told b~ 
the labour agent at Toowoomba and officiais 
in other places, that they did not know of 
the statement mad;:, by the then Premier that 
men in the position this man found himself 
in should be given employment. I got into 
touch with the Ghicf Inspector. and he told 
me that he knew nothing of any such instruc, 
l.ion. He informed me thut, if a man pas­
' 'S'ed a union ticket which expired at the 
"nd of September. he was always allowed a 
few weeks in which to make himself good 
after a job was secured bv him. I am now 
dealing with the man who. has not b'cen in <> 
union, and ,~-ho for certain reason!'3 has not 
bcc1: ab_lo to secure PD:lployment, and, after 
regBtermg at the labour bureau. passes 
through the usual routine, comes first on thE> 
li~t. and then in order to get the job offering 
has first to purchase a ticket in the Australian 
\Vorkers' Union. Ho should he allowed to 
take the employment offered him so long :ts 
he is >.villing su11scqu0ntly to join the 
organisation. 

The SECRET~\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. Ivl. J. Kirwan. Bri.,bane): In reply 
to the hon. rnemh0r for Toowong, I may 
'tate that tho total number of apprentices 
now working under the scheme is 1,330. Of 
that number seventv-nine are emploved by 
the W arks Department. There a·~e 376 
jonrncymon 0mployed by this department. 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba 
made reference to allowing an employer who 
already has his full number under the award 
to take additional apprentices. No objection 
is raised to that provided the lads are taught 
their trade. 

The important question of publicib- was 
raised by the hon. members for East Too­
woomba aLd Buranda. I inform thosr' two 
hon. members that the quP,tion is receivino­
some consideration. A suggestion was mad~ 
by Mr. Hall. who is very enthusiastic in this 
n1attcr--

JY1r. ROBERTS: He is a very good man . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am Yery glad to hoa- the hon. member 
say that. \V e could not got a better man 
if we raked Queensland. Mr. Hall has made 
t~e suggestion that we should have a moving 
p1cture taken of the operations of the 
apprenticeship scheme. Although it mio-ht 
cost £400 or £500 to distribute it o~er 
Qmwnsland, it would be of the greatest value, 
because people throughout the State would 
then have an opportl:'nity of viewing the 
\vholc of the operations of the scheme. 
Pictures could be taken of the operations at 
fhe Cm;tral Technical . College, showing the 
lads gomg through the1r trades, and pictures 
could also be taken of their operations work­
ing for private employers. A verv fine 
picture could be made showino- the ·actual 
conditions under which these~ apprentices 
work. If such a picture were shown through­
out Queensland. parents and even children 
would interest themselves in the scheme and 
those who would be likely to take adva;,tage 
of the scheme in a couple of vears would 
know all about it as well as those at present 
taking advantage of it. 

Vl e are doing all we can to extend the 
operations of the Act in distant portions of 
the State, and in country districts we have 
attached rural schools to State schools. Those 
rural schools are doing splendid work in 
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enabling country lads to obtain sufficient 
kno\vlcdge to e:ffect the necePsary repairs 
a bout a country homestead or farm. 

In connection with the remarks regarding 
a union ticket, that mutter is largely 
governed by awards. \Vherc unionists have 
preference the dlrt~ctor has no choice in the 
matter, but I know that the Government 
have on n1oro than one occas:f.an, when 
ur!c•rnployn1cnt '"' 8:3 acute, arranged that a 
(·ert::tin nnn1bcr of n1cn ''ho did not possess 
union ticl,cts should join the batches of 
nnion nH::-n v:ho Wl re giv('n cinployn1ent. 

Y!r. M_\XWELL (Toou·o;,y): I thank the 
:vlini~tcr for his explanation. It proves con­
clusively the s~-ricllsncss of the po;;ition in tho 
matter of finding tradesmen for our State. 
\Vht~:1 we consiJel' that onl.\- 1,330 appren­
tice" have bcr,n turned out since the begin­
ning of the operations of this Act vn:: realise 
that ~;on1othiug is wrong. Sorncthing ,_,hould 
be done, either by the publicity scheme 
ouggcsted b:v the :Minister or by some other 
rncthod. Perhaps soraething could bo done 
t~uong·h Dur schools to 1nakc tho children 
conversant with the fact that it is possible 
to make themselves self-supporting by learn­
ing a trade. I stress the point to the Minister 
and he ,,,-ill have our full support in the 
n1attcr. 

Item (Labour, Factories. and ·workers' 
,\ccorm:wdation) agreed to. 

[11.30 a.m.] 

THE GAS ACT OF 1916. 
Tht· RECRETA11Y FOR PPBLTC \YORKS 

iRon. :\I. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to 
IriOY('~ 

"That there be granted £2,235 for 
' The Gas Act of 1916.' " 

T.hi~ is a very appropriate vote with which 
t0 con0lndc my Estimates. (Laughter.) 
Ther0 i-; (tn inrrca.se in saln.ri,--s amounting 
to £145 anrl an increase in contingencies of 
£100. rnaki11g a total incrcw.o in the vote 
of £245. · 

l\Ir. ROBERTS 
r:otice that the first 

" Gas referee. 
only). £350." -

(Bnt Too zroomba) : I 
item reacls-

£500 (portion of year 

Does that mean tha.t the ges referee is only 
employed for a portion of the year? 

The SECRET. \HY FCm FCBLIC \VORKS: 
Yu; he is a part-time officer. 

Item agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Thank you, gentl~mcn. I hope I shall see 
:con again next session. (Laughter.) 

DEPART}IEXT OF Jc:STICE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The ATTORJ\'EY-GKNERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flindcrs): I beg to move-

" T.hat there be granted £21.570 for 
'Department of Justice-Chief Office.'" 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I have a very 
serious charge to make against the Govern­
ment in regard to the way in which 
"Liberty Fairs" have been conducted. 1 
have a very definite statement which has 
been ma.de in the Press, and I have also a 
very definite statement which has been 
handed to me and which .appeared in the 
"Catholic Advocate." I intend to quote the 
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particulars from that paper of 6th August, 
1925-

" Some time ago Cabinet, possibly to 
avoid ticklish questions during the pre­
sent session of Parlia.ment, su1nmarily 
abolished the 'Liberty Fairs.' Nine 
weeks pre,·iously facilities had been 
granted to Rev. Bro. J. N. Moore, 
~rganis.._ r, to run the ordinary ' Liberty 
Fair' for the purpose of tho Christian 
Brothers' Jubilee AppeaL \Ve are not 
arguing about tho ethics of gar:.1bling 
here; thn quc[tion is too wide for a :::hort 
a.rticle, but 1>,-1) are arnazcd at the incon­
sistcncv of t}le Govcrnawnt authoritie-_. 
in sud~lenly r cpudiating pc1·missio!1 prt:­
...-ionsly grantt·d.. If ' Liberty Fairs: were 
to be cancelled because the Uonernmem 
suddenly developed qualms of con­
science the reasouable thing to uxpt--ct 
is that existing perrnits would ~tut have 
ha Ye bc0n affected. 

" lJnrcstrictcd departmental pormis--ion 
was gi\Pn. among others to the follo·w­
ing bodies-

" Paddington A.L.P., Brisba-ne A.L.P., 
rhe Limbless Soldiers, the Children', 
Hoepital. the Mater Hospital, the Trades 
Hall, and t.be Returned Soldiers' )l.ssocia­
tion. 

" In the case of all these the permit 
wa"> ho11<:mred. \Yhy has the Brothers' 
~.\pjw,l been singled out as the one excep­
tion? Lr--.;s "\YOrthv causes have r.ot been 
interfered with, a.nd theirs was one of 
the last pormits gra.nted. 

"The contro;-ersv that raged ove1· 
A.L.l'. Libcrtv Fai'rs was not sutlicient 
to nlo,-c the Oovernmcnt, hut a fear of 
critici~n1 in the House whrm all pnblic 
hubbub has ceased is good <'Dough h 
make them repudiate bona fide pcrrr:iL 
over lhe signature of a respoEsible 
:\Iinister. 

"The Chrietian Brothers' Appe~l will 
suffer considerably by the Covernnwnt 
veto. ~\part from the direct loss 
involved, there i.:J the serious considera­
tion of the manv other frujtful acti ei­
tlcs \Yhich woul(1 haYe been othcr\vi~e 
c~lled into use. The value of ~he Bro­
thers to the State is f1ftv vears of 
devoted ~ervice in the cause 0£ Ldn,,,­
tion · --ithont one penny of Government 
mL,i-clv. \Vo have believed the Labour 
party 'to be a democratic body, out to 
give CYCrJonc a fair dt-al, but \VC can 
fi.nd no explanation for their action in 
this matt• r. ReL Bro. l\Ioore wrote 
asking C'abinet to reconsider its decision, 
but ~o no purpose. A game analagous 
to the crossword competition wa.s 
started and promptly quashed by the 
police authorities, a<Jting under instruc­
tions from the Home Srd·etary, because 
it was ·like' a ga1nbling vcntur0. IIe=-·e 
is ~omething undert;>,ken in the nuse of 
eharit:? and education, in a \York of 
State importance, and it is delib rately 
sacrificed to the trepidation of vote­
hunting politicjans." 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: \Vho "Tote that 
letter? 

M1·. MOORE : I presume the Reverend 
Brother J. N. Moore is the author. I want to 
state definitely and unequivocally that I am 
~ot in f~vour of "Liberty Fairs" at all, but, 
1f perm1ts are gr-anted for them, it is ab~o­
lutely essential that the law shall be imparti­
ally administered, and that everybody shall 
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have the same opportunity. The Reverend 
Brother 1\loore made a complaint to me that 
discrimination had betn shown, and I went 
to the Premier ancl pointed out that, while 
I did not agree with " Liberty Fairs," I 
thought that if a permit for a " Liberty 
Fair" had been granted it was only right 
that the permit should be honoured and the 
same conditions allowed in connection with 
that particular permit as in other cases. The 
Premier formally replied to me on 23rd 
September last-

" On 16th July, 1925, the RcYercnd 
Brother Moorc "as achised bv the 
Attorney-General as follows:- " 

The GoYernment has decided to 
adhere to its decision of the 7th 
instant, namelv that all parties con­
ducting art unlo'ns, raffies, and guessing 
competitions shall keep --trictly within 
the terms of the permit grant;_:d by the 
Attorney-G0neral. 

" Reverend Brother Moore is entireh· 
wrong when he stated that there ha-s 
been any d i ~~rimination against hin1 in 
the permit granted -for the conduct of 
n:dflc";, art unions, and guessing cornpeti­
tions in aid of the Christian Brothers' 
Jubilee Fund." 

I have bL•cn definitely informed by the 
Reverend Brother TVIoo.re and other people 
that, when they started their "Libert-, Fair," 
the police practicallv interfered-cverv time 
they commenced what thev called a ~onev­
making g-ame they were stopped. I would 
have nothing to say if the same treatment 
had been meted out to the other " Libertv 
Fairs " ·whjch have been ~oing on. but ·w6 
find that at Woolloongabba thci·c is a 
" Liberty Fair " run by the Trades Hall to 
securn poEtical funds, and every game which 
the Revcrond Brother Moore was stopped 
from -adopting is now going on there. 

The ATTOR:'><EY-GENERAL: That is not true. 

Mr. J\IOORE: It is true. Two men I sent 
over there purposelv to find out whect was 
going on asked tho police whether it \vas 
leg,J,_ and \yore told they \vero supposed 
to wmk at It because it was for politic..tl 
funds. The MaYor of Greater Brisbane 
~tat0d that hP \vas not going to hn:\·o 
" Liberty Fairs " condnct0d in Brisbane; but 
!he Gov0;rnment allow this " Liberty Fair " 
m the radway yards at V\Toolloongabba, which 
is outside the jurisdiction of the Mavor of 
Greater Brisbane. Is not that a scandalous 
state. '?f affairs? If the law is going to be 
-admmistered, It should be administered 
impartially. I do not believe in these thine:s 
and have always been dead against then1; 
but when permits arc given it is absolutel,­
essontial that eYerybodv should be treated 
alike. I can quite understand that people 
'.Vho run thon1 are endeavouring to secure 
funds. We know that, if the gambling Ple­
ment is pncouragcd, it is possible to procure 
a greater amount of funds than by anv other 
meth?d; buL that does not say -it is" right, 
and It does not say that, when the Cabinet 
have come to a definite decision in the ease 
of ono party, that decision should not be 
applied in the case of all. I have a. definite 
statement in- a letter from the Reverend 
Brother Moore, in which he states that the 
privileges which were denied to him have 
been allowed to take place in the Australian 
Labour party's "Liberty Fairs" and other 
"Liberty Fairs," for which permits were 

given at the same time. The permit for the 
one at \Yoolloongabba was given much later 
than those. Last Friday and Saturday night 
the 'o things were going on all the time. It 
is no uso for the Government attemptin~ 
to shclt:'r bf~hind the police. I am not going 
1-0 have that. I am not going to say that 
the police are not doing their duty. I did 
not brirg this rnattcr up on the police vote. 
This is a definite Cabinet decision, and, if the 
Governmf:~nt arc not garno to see that the 
law is administered, let them wipe it off 
the statute-book. All these permits were 
given with certain limitations. It \Yas stated 
in the Prc ,, that the Cabinet had come to a 
decision in regard to the matter and that 
limitations were to be placed on the permits. 
These limitations were stridly cnfol'ced 
against ono person \vho is securing funds 
for religious, charitablo, i'nd educational 
purposes, and to my mind there can be no 
l'et.ter purpose than that. But, when it 
comes to a qw'stion of rai,ing funds for 
political purposes, \VC find that the yery 
thing 1vhich the Reverend Brother l\'Ioore 
was stoppecl from doin>' in his "Liberty 
Fair " is allowed to be <'arried out whole­
sale in other cases. This is a very serious 
business. The law should be administered 
impartially and justly. If permits are given 
and Cf'rtain garnf'S are stopped In one p1acB, 
they should be stopped in another, and I do 
not want the Government to say, " Our 
instructions to the police were to stop 
thEse games of ch>tnce or gambling." If they 
rlo give that order, they arc there to see 
that the law is carried out. It is no use 
trying to shelter themselves behind somebody 
els0. This decision he.s hoen come to bv the 
Cabinet and there has b0cn an emphatic 
protrst 'becau>:e it \Vas recognised that other 
"Libertv Fairs" w.Pre infringing the law, 
which w~ s enforced in the case of other''- It 
i9 a serious state of affairs, sho,ving gross 
laxity, favouritism, and interference with 
Go,,ornment departments by people who are 
able- to bring pressure to bear on them that 
s]wcial condit-ions should be granted to them 
,,-hid, arc not granted to others, that it is 
obsolutelv essential that a protest should 
h0 madi'." 

The PRE:WJER: You knmY very well that 
no favouritism has been ~ho\YTI. ~ 

::\'Ir. MOORE: I emphatically state that 
it has llPC'n si1own. 

The PREmER: That is a deliberate mis­
stahcmf'nt. 

1\Ir. YrOORE : I emphatically and definitely 
state that games of chance and gambling 
which were disallowed in the Christian 
Brothers' Juhilef' "Liberty Fair" a;·e going 
on over at IV oolloongabba-not at this 
moment, but day afte1· day. and are winked 
at. 

The PREMIER: Winked at b:· whom? 

Mr. MOORE: vVinked at by the police 
and by the Government. because they know 
that they are going on. Nobody can tell 
me that the GoYernment do not know. A 
permit has been granted, and no definite 
instructions have been given by the Govern­
ment to see that the law is adhered to. 
\Vhy did the police interfere on every pos­
sible occasion when the Christian Brothers' 
Jubilee "Libertv Fair" was going on? 

The AT-rOR:>rEY:GENERAL: The hon. member 
knows why. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes you do. 

Mr: Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE: Unfortunatelv I do not 
1mow. I would like to know whv the same 
restrictions are not applied to all.· 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know that the 
same restrictions do apply to all. 

Mr. MOORE: I definitely 6tate that the 
same restrictions have not been applied to 
all. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They have been 
applied. So far as I .am concerned I have 
issued the same instructions in every case. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not doubt that so far 
as the Attorney-General is concerned the 
same permit has been givell. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Then what are you 
'talking about? 

Mr. MOORE : I am talking about the 
administr-ation afterwards. I see one set of 
per;ons prevented from having the advan­
tages or supposed advantages of these gam­
bling concerns and another set of persons 
allowed to go free. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true. 

Mr. :Y100RE: That is the evidence that 
·can be supplied every day of the week. 

The PREMIER: Let us have some of the 
evidence. 

Mr. MOORE: I have given Brother 
1\looro's own evidence. He went over to this 
particular ''Liberty Fair," at \Voolloon­
gabba, and he says, " The \'ery thing I wa> 
stoppe·d h·om conducting is going on opon!;y'': 
and I sent two men to ViToolloongabba last 
Friday night and Saturday night. and each 
came back and said, " Get rich quick," 
and ''Under and over seven" were going on. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: He might have 
informed the Home Secretary. 

Mr. MOORE: It is not the ordinary 
individual's job, when he finds gambling 
g<>ing on, to inform the Home Secretar:f. 
What i am complaining about is tha·~ a 
defiuite Cabinet decision was co1nc to and 
that certain things were disallowed in one 
ca'c and winked at in the other. I want to 
sec the law admmistered impartial!:;·, and I 
intC>nd ~o move a reduction in th0 vote by 
£1 as a protest against this state of things, 
and I ask hon. members who. believe in 
juotic and law being .administered impar­
tially to have courage enough to support the 
Opposition and assist them to make an effec­
..ljve prote.st, because in my opinion it is a 
.distinct miscarriage of justice .and fair play, 
and the Government have openly winked 
at a condition of affairs which they have 
no right t.o wink at. This subject was 
put before the Cabinet, and the Cabinet 
must stand up to their responsibility. 
·They must see that the law is administered 
in an impartial and effective manner and not 
allow things to go on as they are to-day. I 
beg, by way of amendment, to move-

" That the vo~e be reduced by £1." 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor·): I de;sire to 
~upport the amendment moved by the le,,der 
of the Opposition. There is every justifica­
tion for everything the hon. gentleman has 
said in connection with the vote. Like the 
lcad•w of 'the Opposition, I am opposed to 
" Liberty Fairs " in any shape or form. 
On the evidence we have had and from what 
Vl'e have been told, I certainly think that 
there has been unfair discrimination shown 
in connection with this matter. We have 
·been taunted with obtaining funds to carry 

[2rlr. Jl.loore. 

on rJ1u can1paign of "\York from. certain 
indi,-iduals and certain sources. From what­
f'Yer sources vve get our money it is not 
tainted in the same way as the money 
r•ceeived for quite a number of yP:trs for 
propaganda purposes from " Libe•rty Fairs " 
not onl.v in Brisbane but in various parts of 
Queensland. 

Mr. LLEWELYK · Do you want to deprive 
v. omen and children of food and clothing? 

::\Ir. TA YLOR: It is not a bit of use the 
hon. member talking about robbing children 
of food and clothing. 'I'he "Liberty .F'airs" 
have robb0d children of more food and 
clothing than ha" been taken by any~hing 
else in the community. The "Liberty Fairs" 
a re " scandal and disgrace. The Act passed 
by this Parliament a session or two ago was 
!lOt put through to check gamblin~ in any 
shape or form, but was put through simply 
for the purpos0 of ob:aining revenue. The 
Go,-crnment haYe not endeavoured to enforce 
a single provision of that Act which has been 
on the statute-book, and the Attorney-General 
knows that what I am saying is quite true. 
When the Bill was going ~hrough the House 
I a·,kf'd the hon. gentleman if it were in­
\ ende-d to enforce its provisions, but he sat 
silent knowing that the provisions were not 
going to b0 enforced. The Bill was simply 
tn delude, camouflage, and humbug tho 
;•nblic. That is what it VI as put through for. 
..,,. " arc protesting in this Chamber to-day 
c:bout certain things being done. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the hon. mem­
i ·er will r0ad the newspapers, he will see that 
}IPople are being prosecuted for gambli11g. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: We know all about those 
"ho are prosecutf'd for gambling under the 
Act I haYe referred to. The Act was not 
introduced for the purpose of stopping 
gambling at all. It was simply a revenue 
Act. In fact, the Minister said 1t was a 
revenue Act, and his own words in " Han­
urd " tes·tify to that. Let us fight our 
Jl(llitical ca1npaigns C'lean. Let us raise our 
money in connection with those campaigns 
in a fair and squa-re method. [f we are 
g:oing to give permission to certain indivi­
ch,_als to run these " Liberty Fairs " in certain 
,. ays, then we have a right to allow other 
people; such as Brother Moore, to exercise the 
sanw rig·ht. 

Mr. vVIKSTAXLEY: You want the Attorney­
li<'neral to give more permits instead of less? 

Mr. TAYLOR: l\'o. I do not want anv 
permits to be given at all. It is no good the 
hon. m0mber trying to humbu~ and camou­
flage what is being done. If he is in favour 
of gambling, ~hen let him vote with the 
Covcrnment. I ask him, Is ho or is he not 
in ffl.;-our of gambling? 

Mr. \VIKSTANLEY: I am not in fuvour of 
_iving any more permits. 

J'llr. TAYLOR: We know exactly what you 
are in favour of. V'1e know how you are 
~oing· to vote. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
to address the Chair. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am sorry that I was 
drawn off the track. I certainly think that 
the Government have acted in' a very unfair 
way in giving certain individuals the right 
to conduct "Libertv Fairs" on Government 
property in order ihat they may not come 
within the jurisdiction of the Greater Bris­
bane Council. The Minister knows, and the 
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Government know, that the Greater Brisbane 
Council has definitely stated that it intends 
to prohibit the running of these " Liberty 
Fairs" in the area under its control. In 
order that the Greater Brisbane Council 
might not be able to use the power, which 
it undoubtedly has under the Greater Bris­
bane Act, to prevent "Liberty Fairs," the 
Government gave a permit for this "Fair'' 
to be run on Government property. The 
thing is certainly a shame and disgrace to 
the GoYernment. They had no right to grant 
that permit when shortly before they refused 
a permit for a " Fair" the proceeds of which 
were to be used for educational and religious 
purposes. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: \Ve did nothing 
of the kind. We granted a permit, but it 
was not ;wailed of. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Attorney-General cer­
tainly gayc a permit, but the Cabinet 
impose-d certain limitations. The regulations 
that were issued were only humbug and 
hypocrisy. When the Cabinet issued the 
regulations prohibiting certain games from 
being played it was never intended that they 
should be carried out, and they are not being 
carried out at the present time. 

:'.h. KELSO (.Yundah): The action taken 
by the leader of the Opposition is fully 
warranted bv the statement he made. Like 
the leader ~f the Opposition, I have no 
lime for "Liberty Fairs"; but, if the 
majority of this Chamber say they are in 
faYcur of them, being subject to majority 
rule, all we ask is t.ha t the law _;hould be 
impartially administered. It is a scandalous 
state of affairs that ihe Goyernment shou!J 
give pr-eference to somebody who is a politi­
cal friend in order that he may raise funds 
for political purposes, and at the same time, 
if there i~: any virtue in these ;, Fairs,~' 
refuse to permit Brother J\'Ioore carrying 
on a " Fair " on simnar lines to raise 
money for a better object. By allowing ::'.lr. 
Sharpc to conduct this " Liberty Fair'' on 
Government property the GoYernment are 
only side-tracking the position. It is a dis­
grace for the Government and the Secretary 
for Railways to allow GoYernmeut property 
to be used for such a purpose. Even if the 
" Liberty Fair was run on GoYernment pro­
perty, it ought •o be under the control of 
the Greater Brisbane Council. The Mayor 
of Greater Brisbane has alreadv announced 
that he is going to put these "Fairs" ,down. 
B:v allowing Mr. Sharpe or the men working 
for him to have this "Liberty Fair" on 
Govm·nmcnt property, th" Government are 
attempting to circumyent the authority of the 
mayor. If the "Liberty Fair" was held in 
a public place. the mayor could take action. 
It is cm,ardly for the Goyernment to giYe 
the permission the,· did for the holding of 
this "Fair" after the mayor had made his 
public statement. 

Some timP ago I brought under the notkr> 
of th~ Attorney-General certain things that 
'-VPre go1nv, on for nolitical purpos,es at !'.Uch 
"Fairs" at Petric Bight and in the Domain. 

1\Ir. HARTLEY: How long ago was that? 

Mr. KELSO: It was some time last year. 
I have nothing to say against the hon. gentle­
man in the matter, beecau>'e he received me 
verv courteously. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKERAL: For what purpose 
<lid you see me? 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman knows 
perfectly well that I inten-icwed him in con-

nection with "Libf'rty Fairs" that were being 
carried on at Petrie Bight and in the 
Domain. The " Fair'' is still being held at 
Petrie Bight. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKERAL: Was that last 
::,:!ar ·:· 

::'.Ir. KELSO: It was, and the hon. gentle­
n1an knows that. He received n1e ver:;~ 
courteously, and said that he would get a 
report from the inspector. 

::'.Ir. \Y. CooPER: How do you knew those 
•· Fair:.:" were there? 

::VIr. KELSO: What tripe! Does the horL 
member shut his eyes when he goes down to 
the Domain., It is time he woke up. 

::'.Ir. ,Y. CoOPER: ·what were you doing 
ther,c if gambling \vas going on? 

::\1r. KELSO : The thing is sticking right 
in front of :vour nose. and you cannot helP' 
seeing it if you walk past Petrie Bight. 
The Attorney-General received a report from 
an inspector. and when I again say; him 
he told me the report stated that no gambling 
'vas goinf! on. I said the hon. gentleman 
n1u~t have known gan1bling was going on, 
but I "·as again referred to what was con­
tainC'd in thC' re;1ort. The leader of the 
Opposition told us the police over at V\rool­
kJong-abba were actually asked to take action 
hnt the:v did not see anything~ If the atten­
tion of the police was drawn to the mattm· 
and thev took no notice, it is a safe assump­
t1on that thev n1ust h::tve had :;:on1e instruc­
tiom to that· effect. I go so far as to say 
the,· had instructions and I ask the Attorney­
GcnC'ral to dif?.]H'OVP n1:v statement. In the 
other case quoted bv Brother ::Vloon', why 
\vas the hen: g·entleman so pertinacious about 
tlH' matter. ,aying this must be done. and 
that must be ·done? Surely it is a fair 
Q"''?-nmntion ·thflt the policP rer:,iYed instruc~ 
tion~ in the rnattPr. \¥h:v the discrimination?· 

The ATTORKEY-GE);ERAL: There w:,e no dio­
crin1ination. 

11r. KELSO: H is all verv ,,-ell for the 
hon. p-c'utleman to eo:v that. ·· 

1 hr i-\'fTORXL1>G-YERAL: I -will proYf' it. 
~Jr. R:ELSO: The hon. gentlonan rnay not 

be to blr:mc personallY. but at the same time 
thi~ is a Yote of cPn:::Urc on the Government. 
It is the dutv of the Minister in charge of 
tlrr der;art:nc.nt to find out thrso thinl{s. It 
j, a niatter of grc·at puhlic moment. '"Gre.tt 
Lli~'"riinination ha~ been u~ed, and the leader 
ef the Opposition is perfectly entitled to brin~· 
the matter up and to rlaim the support r,f 
hon. 111cmbers opnosite ,r,·ho do not approve 
of this sort of thing. If we are to allow 
thP nrinriplc of dl!'t'rin1inatiDn in rnatters of 
justice to r.Tmeate through the community 
~'"" shall ,et un a yer:v bad precedent. ,, hi eh 
will rc2u1t in chaos to the communit~v. 

The ATTORNEY-GE~ERAL (Hon. J. 
::'.1nllan, Flinders): I wish to say a word or 
rwo in reply to the very unfair {'riticisn1 
hurled at the Government bv the leader of 
the Onnosition. th<' hon. member for \Vindsor. 
nntl th0 hoD. member for Nundah. If f'Yel' 
tb('rc was inf·onsi~h:·nc~\ it was 0xhibited thig 
morning- bv the ]cndeJ- of th£> Opposition in 
firc-:1'· coi-tden1ning "Lib0rtv Fairs'' anrl then 
nrcte:;;.ting bt>rause thP Governrner•t. did not 
Q"rant morE' of them. Thn hon. memlwr woul•l 
not }HlVe obiertecl if "Libert:v Fair·," '''"ere 
rtrant.erl indi<::crirninatc1v r~nd \Y€l"f' ran1nant 
throno;hout Quecnslan<l. · That is all the hon. 
n1en1ber "vantfl. 

:\Ir. CoRSER: He does not want disc,·imina­
tion. 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: 1:\o; he 
wanted a maximum a1nount of abuse to bP 
in<lnlged in, and then e\·erything would be all 
right 

:Nlr. CORSER: All he wants is fairness. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There 
neYc·r has been any unfairness. If we had 
g-ranted an unlimited number of " Liberty 
Fair.~" thoro would not have been any com­
nwnt or criticism from the leader of the 

·Opposition. After I have given t-he facts I 
wiil leave it to fair-minded members of the 
Oppo.,ition to say whether there was any 
unfairnPs~ or discrimination. In the Parl.v 
P"rt of this year the Government received 
complaints that the permits which were being 
iesued by my department for art unions and 
gue~~ing competitions ,verc being abusC'd, an 1 
on inquirv we found there was some founda­
tion for tlw allegations. The Cabinet, there­
fore·, omidercd the question and came to th" 
deeision that in future the police should insist 
on the parties runnin'?,· such show's keeping 
strictlv within the permit granteJ by tlw 
Atto;·ncy-General. 

:\Ir. WEIR: )ue they doing that? 

Tl1c ATTORNEY-GENER.-'l.L: That d•'· 
ci,ion 'vas arrived at on 7th July. 1925. 
Immediatelv that determination was arrived 
at. an instfuction as issued b~7 the Hont·~ 
S0crptarv to the C·mnmissioner of Folic"~ to 
see that h was carried out. ?\either before nor 
after that decision V\'as arriveU at has n1y 
department ever granted anv other than a 
pern1i t to run raffles, art unioi1s, and guess in~­
competitions; and Brother :\foore, to whom 
tlw leader of the Opposition refers to-dav. 
rerciYod a permit from 1ne in precisely the 
same terms as everybody else. 

:\1r. MooRE: I admitted that. 

The ATTORNEY-GF.;\JERAL: Brother 
::Vfoore, suhsAqucnt to receiving his permit. 
was subjected to no different treatment than 
that meted out to everybody else. 

:\Ir. M:oORE: He was. 

The ATTOR:'{EY-GENER.\L: I abso­
lute]-· dcnv that statement. From tho date 
of that de'termination similar treatment has 
been meted out to evervone, It is absurd 
for the loackr of the · Opposition to say 
that l:as not been so, and I am sure 
Brother ::\foore would not he unfair enou.gh 
to mggr't that we have treated him differ­
ently to anybody else. 

~"Ir. '100RE: He df-)finitely rnakes the 
statement .. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: The per­
mits are to conduct raflles, art unions, and 
gue,sing competitions, and the p0lice have 

had definite instructions from 
[12 noon] the Home Secretary to see that 

the terms of the permit 
are :>dhcrNl to. I hope they [ll'fl adhered 
to. I e houlcl be very sorry to think tha:t the 
police have departed from the instructions 
recci ,~ed. I ha vc no love for '' Libertv 
Fairs " o'' that sort of thing. but there 
shonld be no obioction to these things if 
the~~ are rnn \Vithin reason. 

Hr. l\fooRE: Neither thoro is; but, when 
you cornpel one man--

Th·. CH URI\IAX: Order : 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: The hon. 
gentleman opened his remarks b~ condemn-
ing the thing altogether. " 

J\lr. '-\fOORE: I do condemn gambling. 

[Hon. J. "~i?lllan. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What is 
gambling 9 Is not an al't union a gamble '1 

Is not a raflle a gamble 9 Is not a guessing 
competition a gamble? 

i\Ir. PETERSON: So is an election. (Laugh­
h,r.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If these be 
gambles, I ask the Opposition why they cornu 
to me constantly and make application for 
th<Ge permits. 

Mr. KELSO: Is this a suppression of 
~~an1bling? 

The ~'I.TTORXEY-GENERAL: I have in 
n1y possession a list of tho nanws of members 
of the Opposition, occupying a couple of pages 
of foolscap, who have come to me on scores 
of ocrasions and rnade applicaiion8 for the 
n•r:v same permits that I havo granted to 
those people of "horn they are now corn· 
plaining. 

l\Ir. PETERSOX: 'Vc have to do that for 
our ( .:::m;;;tltu€'nts. 

The ATTOR::\TEY-GENERAL: Of course, 
lhc:-· have to do it. and I "m not blaming 
hon. gentlemen for doing it. \'\hen they come 
along and keep within tho law the"' will get 
prnnits. but \Yhat I do object to is the leader 
of thP Oppo0ition gel ting up this morning 
\'<ith his tongue in his check and condemning 
thP Government for granting· pcrmitR when 
he himself has come along and got a permit. 

JI.Ir. ::Y100RE: I have not. 
The ATTORNEY-GE"JERAL: I have got 

the hon. gentleman clmvn for onP at the 
Goombungec PubliC' Hall. (Laughter.) 

:\1r. li!IOORE: I never applied for a- permit. 

The ATTORNEY-GE::\TERAL: It is here 
all right. 

M:r. MOORE: I got a permit for a "choco­
late walk " the other da:v. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: As a matter 
of fact the hon. gentleman was in for one 
the other day, but I am not referring to that. 
Where is the consistency of these hon. gentle­
men? The permits that they have received 
from me are precisely the same permits as 
were ismcd to those people at Petrie's Bight, 
Woolloongabba, and elsc»herc-. 

Mr. :\IOORE: I never denir d that. 

The "\TTORNEY-GENERAL: 
.vour complaint about? What 
trouble? 

What Js 

rs your 

::.Vlr. ~IOORE: I ,,~as definite enough in my 
charge. 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GEi\ERAL: You have 
failed miserably to substantiate it. 

The CHATR:\IAX: Order! I would ask 
the hon. ,gentleman to address the Chair. and 
[ would ask the leader of the Opposition to 
refrain frorn intflrjc·cting. 

Th<' ATTORl':EY-GE);ERAL: The• leader 
of the Opposition has failed miserably to 
substantiate his charge of discrimination. 
Brotb::r ),[oore recciYed pr,-cisrly the sam0 
fair treatment in the matter of permits for 
ra ffies, art uni·o-no:, and gueEsing competitions 
th~t ·,,c have cxtPncled to everybody else. I 
should be vNv sonv to think that either 
tn:vself, as 1Vli1;ister. ·or the Government, or 
this party \Yonld discriminate Lwtween the 
treatment meted out to Brother Moore and 
that meted out to anyone else. We have no 
intPntion cf doing anything of ihe kind. and 
r think t.lH' 1Pacler of the Opposition should b,, 
fair enourrh to admit it. The hon. member 
for '\Yind,;;,r said we were adopting means of 
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raising funds that were not clean. I hope 
that members of the Opposition will follow 
the excellent advice which they have given 
this morning. and that they will not go to 
1 he National Union and other bodie; to 
~·ccure funds for defeating the Labou•· party. 

The C1L\.IRMA2\: Order! 

:VIr. KELSO: The ::'\ational Union does nut 
{·~~i8t. 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: I shall 
probably have something further to say on 
tliis matter later, if there is anything to 
r2ply to, bat I think I have said enough at 
this stage in reply to the leader of the 
Opposition. 

~Ir. F. A. COOPER (B1·emer): I have 
listened with the greatPst interest to the 
<:·harges made by the leader of the Opposition 
and the refutation of those charge, by the 
Attorney-General. 

::\lr. MOORE: Refutation? 

3-Ir. F. A. COOPER: Yes, I consider that 
the Attorney-General has completely refuted 
rhe charge, and now the onus rests upon 
the leader of the Opposition. The· hon. mem­
ber for ::'\undah, having an idea that some­
thing was amiss, went to the Attorney­
General and inquiries \Yerc made. The 
leader of the Opposition, on the other hand, 
·:::ent a couple of priyatc detoctives--

:\Ir. ~-IoonE: :Kot private detectives­
ordinary individuals. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: They went to 
\Yoolloongabba and made certain inquiries, 
and came back to the leader of the Opposi­
tion 'vith certain staten1ents. No,v it is up 
t0 the leader of the Opposition to substa~n­
tiaL' those statements. 

~Mr. MOORE : Certainly I will. 

::Wr. F. A. COOPER: If the leader of the 
Oppositi'?n wi!J do that, we ma:,- get a little 
further m thrs matter, The charges made 
by the leader of the Opposition arc outside 
the ambit of the Attornev-General's duties. 
He issues the permit ancf gives instructions 
to the police, and that is the end of it and 
.. myone with half an e:-·e can see that is 
right. If the leader of the Opposition knew 
hrs duty, he would have made this charge 
definitely against the department. It is an 
n bsolute charge against the conduct of the 
police. 'l'he duty of the leader of the 
Opposition is to sheet that charge home to 
the Police Department. If he does that this 
party will st"nd solidly behind him in seeing 
that the Police Force is cleaned up. The 
\ttorney-General and the Cabinet will stand 
with him. \Ve are just as keen as the leader 
vf the Opposition in seeing that this sort of 
thing. if it is going on, ls put down, and 
WC' ask him now to corne riaht out into the 
c;>en 'sith his charges and b;ing forward his 
wrmc"--3S. He can go to the " Gabba " and 
C'on:ma~dcor tJ:-e boo15s of. the organisation 
wh1ch JS runnwl': tlus thmg- and find out 
>dlCre the money is going. \Ve can sheet it 
right homo to the people who arc evading 
the law-if it is being- evaded-and we ought 
to do if The chrrr~e of the leader of the 
OppoPition ag-ainst the Attorney-General is 
!tone. and there is nothing- in it. The 
Attorney-General has issued the nermits 
under the law, as he ought to do. (intend 
to vote. agaimt the amPnrlment of the leader 
d the Opposition for that reason. I beseech 
him. if he is in earnest in what he has said 

this moming, to pursue the thing to the bitter 
end. I can assure him that the whole of 
this party will stand with him in his exposure 
of methods that are wrong and entirely 
against the instructions of the Attorney­
General. 

Mr. DEACO:K (Cunningharn): I am glad 
to see that one hon. member on the Govern­
ment side has come to the conclusion that 
the Government have done something wrong 
-(Government lanp;hter)-but I suppooe he 
will be quiie satisfied if the Government do 
not take any action in the matier. Appar­
cr,tly .he thinks that the leader of the Opposi· 
tion ought to make all the charges and 
that the Minister in c.barge of the department 
ought to do nothing, That is the view the 
hon. member takes, but it is not a right 
Yicw. It is not right for the Minister to 
give a perrnit in ono ca.se and refuse it in 
another ca·-e. Tl1at is certainly not the duty 
of the 1Iinistcr. Thc-r0 arc some games 
which are perfectly respectable, and there 
arc other things that people should not be 
aUowed to do, and the Attorney-General 
ha' no busineos to do things like that. The 
"lino p•·inciple should be applied to every­
body. 

The AnORXEY-GEKER\L: I have granted 
fl.S rn~1ny perrnits to hon. mcn1bcrs on thl:::. 
opposite si-de as to members on the Govern­
ment side, 

~Ir. DEACO~: And whv not? I h1we 
no prejudice myself against these things, but 
I say th~tt, if they arc going to be allowed 
tfl one they should be allowed to all. If they 
are going to be refused to any, they ahould 
be refused to all. If the Government think 
they are w:·ong, they should refuse them to 
everybody; but tbe Attorney-General's 
Department is at fault in allowing them in 
some ca,es and not allowing them in others. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true. 

Mr. DEACON: Now we ha ye a member 
of the Government p:uty saying that we 
oug,ht to go on with the charges. I say 
that the Attorney-General should go on with 
them. We shonld have had a denial of the 
charges, but there has not been a word of 
denioJ from the Attornev-General. It is 
quite wrong that anybody" should hold that 
the Government should not take action, and 
1 hope there will be a fair go all round. 
If this method of raising money is not to be 
used for one purpose, it should not be used 
for political purposes ; and there is no doubt 
that money is being raiscJ in this way for 
political purposes. Witne cses have said so. 
I do hope that a more serious Yiew will be 
taken by the Government of their duty in 
this respect. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit.otoy): I do not intend 
to boat about the bush on this matter. I 

as very pleased last July when the Cabinet 
dcr'ide-d that in future p0rmits granted for 
" Liberty Fairo " the law should be strictly 
:.dhcrcd to-tha.t no n1011HJ or liquor prizes 
should be given. and no p;ame, of chance 
chonld be plaved. I think the instruct-ions 
given by tho Cabinet to th,, police have been 
vcr.~· definite. and I know that the instruc­
i;ons issued by the Commissioner of Police 
have also been Yory definit'c, If those 
irotructions have b,~on evaded, it is the duty 
of the Government to find out whether it is 
so, and to take action. I make no secret of 
my position in regard to the matter. I have 
applied for permits, and whenever I have 
obtained them it has been on condition that 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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the instructions were strictly adhered to, and 
J have also ta.ken action to see that they 
were observed. On more than one occasion 
I have been criticised by members of unions 
in my electorate for. doing so .. I say that 
t.his phase of the busmess to whwh reference 
has been made is bad for the community, 
and worse for the younger members of the 
community, and it should be stopped. I 
hope the- Minister will m':ke such rel?re­
"entations to the Commtsstoner of Ponce 
that he will investigate these charges and 
determine whether the conditions of the 
permit have been evaded, and, if so, that 
artiou will be taken to prosecute those 
abusin"' the terms of the permit. For 
my p;,·t, if we are going to be continu­
allv worried and bothered by the evaswn 
of ·the conditions attached to these per­
mits I hope that . the provi~ion in the 
gambling . Ja.w gtvmg authonty to the 
Attorney-General to issue these permits, will 
b<e cut out. (Hear, hear!) That is the 
simplest way of getting over this business. 
If we are going to have men like Hugh 
Black and others running professional 
gambling concerns under the guise of help­
ing charitable institutions or anyone else, 
the sooner we make it impossible for them 
to obta.in any sort of permit under which 
they can shelter, or by which they can evade 
the police, the better. I do not intend to 
Yote for the amendment because it would 
mean a vote of no confidence in the Go­
vernment, and as the Attorney-General has 
amply demonstrated that there has been 
no discrimination shown by his depa.rtment 
in the matter, I would not be justified in 
supporting the amendment. 

Mr. l'.IOORE (Aubigny): I did not say that 
th~ At:ornev-General had done anything 
\\'l'ong on his part. I did not say that he 
had given permission to certain person:; and 
not to others, or that he had given different 
permits to different people. I say that the 
rermits have all been the same. I r'md the 
article from the " Catholic Advocat.e" show­
ing- that after a certain decision discrimina­
tion had been shown, and I definitely and 
c·mphatically stated that at the Christian 
Brothers' Jubilee Appeal "Liberty Fair" on 
0very occasion the police prevented those in 
charge from obta.ining money by " get-rich­
quick ~' or similar devices. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They have stopped 
('thE'r people, too. 

MT. MOORE : I am not talking about that. 
I am stating definitely that on every occasion 
they endeavoured to make use of the '·Under 
and OYer Seven " or any " get-rich-quick " 
dc·Yicc they were stopped. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why did you not call the 
attention of the Commissioner of Police to it? 

Mr. MOORE: It is not my place to call 
the attention of the Commissioner of Police 
:o it. My place is here, where I am making 

definitn statement. The hon. member for 
Brcmcr says it is my job to bring· forward 
;ny witness0s. If nec0ssary, I will bring 
forward the witnesses. I am prepared to 
»aJ1(lup to what I have to say in this Cham­
bE'r. I am tolrl to bring them forward 
;'nblicly. Am I not acting publicly now? 
I s·:ate r;ublicly and definitely in this Cham­
l·Pr that discrimination has been shown. I 
do not say that the Attorney-General has 
made any discrimination in issuing permits, 
hut I do say that the Cabinet has shown 
discrimination. n is the Government's job 

[Jir. IIartley. 

to administer the law after the Cabinet have 
arrived at a. decision. It is the Govei-n­
ment's job to see tha.t the decision is carried 
out, and not allow it to be carried out in 
one instance and not in another. We know 
that the Trades Hall to-day is conducting 
a " Liberty Fair " for the purpose of 
obtaining campaign funds to defray the 
election expenses of Mr. Sharpe. Whilst 
the Christian Brothers' " Liberty Fair " 
'nis not allowed to carry on in a 
certain way, this particular " Liberty Fair " 
that I refer to is carrying on gambling 
<;penly, and doing- the very thing that the 
Christian Brothers' " Liberty Fair " was pre­
vented from doing. The same gambling 
g-<>mP• are heing conducted. ·when the 
Cabinet arrive at a decision, the GoYernment 
should carry out that decision, and that is 
not being done. 'I'hat is my definice charge. 
I am not sheltering behind the police. I do 
not want the Government to shelter behind 
the police. I do not want them to sacrifice 
one policeman to absolve themselves. I 
want them to see that the instructions 
given to the police are carried out. 
It is the Government's duty to see tha.t 
the law is administered efficiently and 
properly, and not administered in one case 
and not in another. I say there has bt>cn 
definite partiality s.hown. I say definitt>ly 
that there has been discrimination shown, 
and that word has been passed to the 
police to shut th<>ir eyes. I say that 
c·yerv member in this Chamber who 
beli~ves in the Government ca.rrying 
ont the law impartially should vote against 
the Government_ whether it mea.ns a Yote 
of no confidence or not. It is all very 
well for hon. members to get up and make 
ex,.uses and raise side issues. 

::Y1r. HARTLEY: I am not making any eXClFe. 

::\fr. MOORE: It is all very well for hen. 
members to make excuses for the way they 
are goir.g to vote. I did not imagine for 
an instant that hon. members opposite would 
have the courage to vote against the Govern­
ment even if ~hev knew that the Government 
· ·0re in the wrong; but I am giving them <>n 
opportunity to do so. 

';\fr. 'WEIR: You have not produced any 
evidence yet. '\V c have only your sta temenL 

M·r. MOORE: Does the hon. membPI" 
0xnect me to bring witnesses into r his 
Chamber? 

YJ:r. '\VEIR: You do not expec~ nw ~0 
allow your statement. 

Yir. MOORE: I do not expect the hon. 
1uember to swallow it when it does not mit 
l1im. He does not want to accept my state­
n1ont. I rrm 1naking a definit_e t-:~at~Jnent, and 
I am quit0 prepared to brmg Witnesses w 
l :rovo iny aPsertions. 

Yil·. WEIR: I do not believe you. 

YJ:r. MOORE : It is immaterial to me 
"hether the hon. member believes me or not. 
If he likes to soothe his conscience in regard 
to the vot·e he will give by saying that he 
does not believe me, he can do so. I haye 
moved a reduction in the vote because I 
believe it is ecsent.ial that. when the Cabinet 
come to a definite decision, they should 
shnd up to their decision and see that th,_· 
law i,, administered impartially. 'The 
Attorney-General said that his intentior:s 
were good. Possibly they were, bu~ the ;cad 
to hell is paved with good mtentwm. 
(Laughter.) The Attorney-General reqmrc~ 
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to see that the law is administered imparti­
allv. I make the definite statement that he 
io 'not doing so. Any hon. member of this 
Committee can secure the same evidence as I 
have received. It is no use hon. members 
saying that I should have gone to the police 
and given them information. I make this 
further definite statement, that one of the 
men who went to this " Liberty Fair" to 
see whether the gam0s which had been pro­
hibited were being carried on or not saw 
these games being played and spoke to a 
policeman who was there. He asked him if 
the playing of those games was not against 
the law. but no action was taken. That is a 
pretty definite statement to make, and I am 
prepared to stand up to it. The whole posi­
tion is wrong. If permits are given, let every 
person be treated alike. I never suggested 
that the Attorney-General has shown any 
favouritism in the issuing of these permits. 

The PREMIER : Whom do you accuse ? 
:\1r. MOORE: I say that the Government 

should see that every person is treated alike. 
The PREMIER : \Vho do you say is 

responsible? 
Mr. MOORE: I say that the Government 

have not administered the law impartially. 
The PREMIER: There must be some particu­

lar individual responsible. 
:'\1r. MOORE: The Premier is the head of 

the Go,-crnment, but I do not know whether 
the hon. gentleman is going to take upon his 
shoulders the administration of all the 
departments. Boiled down, I suppose it is 
the Home Department which is responsible. 

The PREMIER: You are making these 
charges, but you are not certain who is 
responsible. 

:\1r. MOORE: I do not accuse any par­
ticular individual. I take up this stand: 
'!'he Government have come to a Cabinet 
decision as to what games are to be pla~•ed 
at these "Liberty Fairs," and, after coming 
to that decision, it is their responsibility to 
'ee that eyery person is treated alike. r 
make the definite statement that every person 
has not been treated alike. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: They have. 
:Mr. MOORE : I make the definite state. 

ment that Brother Moore was prohibited 
from using certain games of chance. Brother 
::\Ioorc went over to Woolloongabba to see 
whether these other people were being 
allowed to conduct the games that he was 
prohibited from r>laying, and he definitely 
and unequivocally informs me that the games 
of chance which he was prohibited from con­
ductin,- ar·e being carried on over there. 

~lr. KELSO: And the police are winking at 
them. 

:Mr. :\100RE: I haYe also other evidence 
to say the same thing. 

:\h. \VEIR: Why don't you bring it? 
:Mr. MOORE: I cannot bring witnesses 

into this Chamber, but I make the definite 
statemr.nc, and, if the hon. member for Mary­
bnrcugh does not believe me, he can go and 
·"'C for himself. I have moved a reduction 
in this vote because I consider it a scandal 
and a gross injustice that this state of affairs 
should be allowed to continue. 

Hr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I have 
listened with some attecttion to the debate on 
this question since its introduction by the 
leader of the Opposition. I listened very 
attentively to 'h" reply of the Attorney­
General. I have also heard the statements 

of two hon. members on the Government 
benches, and, summed up, what .are they~ 
The hon. member for Bremer said that he is 
quite satisfied that the Attorney-General has 
substantiated his case. What is that? That 
permits are issued equally to all. That is 
not the charge made by the leader of the 
Opposition in moving a r-eduction of the vote. 
The charge is that the conditions attached to 
the permit issued are not being observed. 
Then the hon. member for Fitzroy satiefied 
his conscience by saying that, if he voted 
against the Government, he would be voting 
in support of a motion of want of confidence. 

At 12.25 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brrmcr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: There is no need for a 
member of Parliament to get up in this 
Chamber and say that he will not vote 
against the Government because it would 
then be a vote of want of confidence. What 
is the amendment moved for? 

Mr. HARTLEY: For political purposes. 

::\Ir. ROBERTS: Whatever is said does 
not alter the charge in any way. 

.:'\Ir. DASH: Are you one of the persons who 
\vent over to \Voolloongabba? 

:\h. ROBERTS: No, but I know a little 
about this matter. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: Do you know anything 
about gambling? 

::\Ir. ROBERTS : I do. There is no man 
in this Chamber who can teach me anything 
in the matter of gambling, outside paying 
up the losses. I have made it my business 
to watch gambling games to acquire that 
know ledge. I learnt this morning that 
" Under and oYer seven" and games such a~ 
that are contrary to the permit. That is a 
reYelation to me, because, having seen them 
played in this very city, I assumed they 
wC'l'e covered by the permit. 

:'\lr. HARTLEY: You knew very well they 
were not covered by the permit. 

:\Ir. ROBERTS: I know there are such 
thing, as not taking action. I have !lot been 
in politics since 1907 wi~hout k;nowmg th~t 
certain men are not takmg actwn and why 
thev are not taking action. I know that 
instructions are issued, but I could not prove 
that. I have a brain power which I can 
exercise. and I recognise that the police are 
not foolo. They are not blind. If these 
things are going on and the police have not 
taken anv action. I know that the word 
ha:s bc·tm · passed on to them. I say that 
r1efinitelv. and I am not afraid to say it. I 
do not vvant any person from outside brought 
into this Chamber to satisfy the hon. mcm· 
her for MarvborouiTh before he will vote 
against the • Gover;;'ment. I am in this 
Chamber, and I say I have seen th~ game 
of '' Und0r and over ·0even" carried on 
in this citv, and I am astonished to know 
iT is not CDvered bv the permit. If I drop 
across it again, I 'shall certainly look into 
the matter. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat a big innocent· you 
arc to sav vou did not know that "Under 
and over :seven " was a contravention of the 
Gm:nbling Act. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I have not seen the per­
n1it. 

Mr. BRCCE: You haYe not usPd the brain 
power you were speaking about. 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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:Mr. ROBERTS: There is sufficient justi­
fication for the leader of t-he Opposition to 
raise his protest and ask why discrimination 
has been exercised. He is quite justified in 
asking for a permit in certain directions, 
and the Government have the right to say, 
" Yes ., or " No" tv that request. I rose 
chi·"fl:V to sav that the game of "Under and 
on•r seven " has been played in this city 
in connection with gan1bling fairs consider~ 
ably later than July last. 

:Yir. W. COOPER (!Ios• wood): I have 
listened to the complaints of hon. members 
opposite in regard to the Attorney-General 
issuing portnits and discriminating between 
ono .jass and another. I can honestly say 
that I have had reque••ts from various public 
bodie-, in my electorate to ask the Attorncy-

Gei1eral to grant permits for 
[12.30 p.m.] holding guessing competitions 

and raffies; but, seeing that Rose­
wood is a very well conducted electorate, 
I luwe not had any request, to secure per­
nlits to run the game of " Under and OVc'l' 

scYen," whatever sort of gambling that is. 

OPPOSITION l\lE;\iBERS: Don't you know 
what it is? 

Mr. W. COOPER: I understand that 
" 'Cndor and on·r" has been played ever 
since the world beg .tn, and it is a question 
"-hother it is gambling or not. Hon. mem­
bers on the other side. judging by their 
ren1arks, appear to n1e to be moro conver­
snnt with the methods of gambling than hon. 
members un this side. I would like to ask 
the leader of the Opposition whether the 
Brother Moore he referred to so often this 
morning is any relation of Brother Moore, 
the leader of the Opposition. It seems to be 
a family affair, and that the hon. gentleman 
i· taking up the family cudgels when he is 
condemning the L'l.ttornev-Genorc1l for dis­
crimination which he sald ha;; been meted 
out to certain people. I do not know 
w.hether that is a fact or not but I do know 
that, if I was aware that a' game that was 
agamst the law of the State was being 
pla:·cd, particuh11·ly if I happened to be 
the leader of the Opposition and did not 
wa.nt to get some kudos out of it, I would 
draw the attention of some policeman to 
the breach of the law. 

Mr. :i\'IooRE: I drew the Premier's atten­
tion to it. 

Mr. W. COOPER: It is the business of 
fverv hon. member to see that the law is 
earned out. From the ;;tatements that have 
been made to-day, it appears that the hon. 
gentleman endeavoured to get somebody to 
draw somebody else's attention to what was 
g~nng on, and then,_ in order to get a. little 
]'nt of kndo~ for Ins own party, he brings 
1t up on th1s vote to-day and charges the 
Attorney-General with discrimination in 
regard to the permits isoued to public bodies. 

}\~r. MOORE: I rise to a point of order. 
I d1d not say that the Attorney-General had 
<hown discrimination in the permits at all 
I quite admit they are all the same. . 

2\-11-. W. COOPER: I must accept the hon. 
gentleman's statement; but, if that is so, 
I see no reason for this debate. If there has 
been no discrimination in regard to the 
1ssmng o~ permits, there is r0ally nothing 
to complam of. On the word of t.he Attorney­
G,ncral, the police have received definite 
ir:structions to prohibit any gambling of that 
kmd, and the Attornev-General cannot be 
hold responsible for the ;,eglect of one or two 
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policemen who, being innocent like many hon. 
members on this side, do not know gambling 
when they see it. We know members of the 
Goyernment party never see things of that 
kind while hon. members opposite seem to h<' 
w conversant with gambling principles that 
thev can detect the minutest form of gambling. 
IV e should exonerate the Attornc·y-General of 
any blame in this matter. The attitude he 
has taken up has been absolutely fair, and 
he ha.s not discriminated as to the permits 
granted to the different bodies. If there is 
any fault, it rc-.tlly lies with hon .. members 
opposite. \Ve all gamble. Standmg as a 
candidate at an clec:tion is a gamble. Buy­
ing a.nd selling producD is a gamble. _\!most 
everything is a gamble, but it appear;; to 
me that hon. members oppos1te, from the 
statements they have made, know more about 
gambling than any member on this side of 
the Chamber. 

:\fr. BH'CCE (I1 cnnuly): According to the 
int0rjection of the leader of the Opposition 
when the hon. member for Rosewood was 
addressing the Committee, the question of 
discrimination has been done away \nth. I 
an1 not vcrv keen on these "Liberty Fairs " 
and the t.hi~gs that go on in connection with 
'" Libcrtv Fairs," but, if this amendment is 
n1ovcd tZ1 bring about reforrn, it is a " dud," 
because there are much broader reforms and. 
Yel'v different action required if the Oppo­
'ition are going to start a reform movement 
in regar-J to gambling. The thing in itself 
is of little or no importance. It appears 
to mo that in their haste the members of the 
Opposition have used the first blunderbns> 
that came to their hands. I do not feel 
inclined to sacrifice a policeman on the altar 
of party politics. 

Mr. KELSO: No; eyen if he does wrong? 

Mr. BRUCE: The thing is ri·diculous. The 
quPstion of discrimination has now been done 
away with. 

Mr. MOORE: It has not been done away 
with. 

Mr. BRUCE: ThD leader of the Opposi­
tion got up and said that he .did not make 
anv charge as to the exercise of discrimina­
tio;J, The rednction of the vote was not 
moved on the ground that the police ha·d not 
done their duty. The hon. member for ::"<un­
dah has a different view to the leader of the 
0pposition who moved the amendment-evi­
dently hon. members of the Opposition do not 
know what the position is and differ on the 
matter. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Do you believe in 
public gambling? 

Mr. BRUCE: You would have to give 
me a definition as to what is public gambling. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Let us have your views 
on that. 

Mr. BRUCE: When we have defined 
public gambling, we shall be. able to attack 
the evil. Personally, I beheve that gam­
bling of all kinds is detrimental io the com­
munitv as a whole. I saw a statement in the 
paper· this morning that a man who bought 
potatoes at £11 a ton the other nay refused 
to sell them, tnd that he held the potatoes 
and ultimatelv sold them at £17 a ton. He 
was gambling on a pretty sure thing. A 
section of the Opposition are receiving sup­
port from " sure thing " gamblers-legalised 
gamblers-who aro putting money into the 
::"<ational Union to bo used for election pur­
poses. 
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~fr. CosTELLO : \Yhere do the breweries 
put their funds? 

1\1r. J3RUCE: 'I he breweries put their 
funds into the pockets of i heir shareholders. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Aril you a shareholder? 

::\Ir. BHUCE ; I am not. Hon. mem­
U0rs opposite know that it is a futile and 
fodi<h amendment. The specious. arguments 
•,chich they have put forward With ~ vi.ew 
ro Jncluci .. ~ any hon. nwmbcr on this s1de 
to .upport will not lu1ve any weight. I am 
sa tislicd that the amendment Will be tre<Lted 
with the contempt which it deservc•s. It will 
n1ere~y 1ncan the l'inging of t,he bells a!ld ~he 
.crossmg of the llcor to taKe part m ,he 
.division. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (A.lbert): It seems.to 
me that there is a great amount of hy.pocnsy 
i::'Xpl·css~d in connection -with gambling. I 
\Vas taught when I "·as a yo~1ngstcr that, 
if you v;nn anything at garnbhng, you got 
;;omething that you had not worked for, ar:d 
there is a. consideral'lc an1ount of truth 111 
that. The Governrrrent carrY on tho " Golden 
C:tskct" scheme to raise n1oney, and, when 
\':, e go 0;:1 a racecout·se 01~ play at cards !or 
xnonoy. gam_bling takes place .. The question 
which has become acute is th1e : Is It good 
for the Youths of this State to be educated 
as 1vhat ~we may term '' gan1esters ". or not 't 
That is the point. Personally I believe that 
it is not good. I believe that the effect 
upon our youth is 11ot beneficial, either to 
themselves or to the community or the State. 
The question of discrimination has come up. 
If we are to have permits given for gambling, 
whv should there be any discrimination? 
That is what I \cant to know. lf the Minister 
is going to give pern1its for one class o£ 
games, or for this particular form of ga!ll­
ing which is nsed for the purpose of obtam­
ing funds for election campaigns, wh.Y is 
there any discrimination 1 vVhy are they 
not given where the object is for philan­
thropic, religious. educational, or other 
purposes? 

A Gon:RN1TENT }iE)IBER: What are other 
purposes? 

IloN. J. G. APPEL: Those are ~he things 
referred to by the leader of the Opposition 
and which we see taking place. Why should 
there be any discrimination between them? 
Case~ frorn 1nv O\Yn electorate have corr1e 
L fore n1c ·wh0~re portnits have been refused 
£,)]' objects which \Vere certainly worthy and 
bcnPfi,ia!. I do ,,,Jt n.v that I approye of 
,~ an1Lling: but, after ull. ·we cannot have an> 
~nort to-dn.y in -wbich the gambling instinct 
is uut introduec0.. 

:1Ir. BRUCE: In you·r definition of gambiing 
marblE's could be included. 

Ho:-:. ,J. G. APPEL: :t suppose it could, 
clthough in games when I was a schoolboy 

a considerable amount of eki]J was required; 
hnt we e.re not referring to those games. 
That was a question of a prize for 1m exhibi­
tion of skill and the one with the most 
'kill obtained the prize; but I I hink tha't 
1he ::\1inistcor will admit that a lot of gaming 
i;; going on v;here there is no question of 
skill bt;t onlv of chance. I think the hon. 
nH'n1hcr ·willL admit th::tt the gaming which 
i g-oing on does not make for the improve­
me~1t of the younger section of the com­
munitv. How many ·race meetings haye wo 
in Brisbane every week? Do hon. members 
for one moment assert that that racing which 
aitracts so many members of the community 
--who are prepared to sacrifice even >the 

>Vhole of their wages, and frequently do-is 
f0r the benefit of the community and should 
be er:icouraged by the State? But whatever 
their answer, we a-r·e up against this other 
fact. The State-and yesterday ·I opoke of 
the Stab as being the mother of the reople­
t ;.c State encourages this gambling by con­
clucting " Golden Caskets," which ctre essen­
tially one of the most insidious forms of 
gambling that can e'~ist. \Yas it not 
<~cscribed by one gentleman whom I will 
not name as "the crookred art of black 
hazardry"? And so it is. 'Ne ha Ye to do one 
-::hing or tho other. I-Iore \Ve are, seventy-two 
n1en oleeted bv the soventv-two electorates of 
lhe Stcttc. and~ we are encOurag·ing g:::nnbling, 
bt' a use bv the bodv -,yho administer the 
affairs of the State it~ has been converted into 
a State ins·:itution. Here we .have this 
ltypocrisy. Here we have established a most 
iuiclious form of gambling and we m·e 
cayiJiing at little bits of piffiing concerns in 
manv instances conducted for the purpose of 
'omt: local beneficial purpose. Whether it is 

good thing !hat gambling should . be 
indulged in for the purpo;;e of obtammg 
fnncl; for political purposes is a mn.t",er that 
I am not going to debate to-day .. l'ersonal~y 
I do not think thot any gambhng IS "Ise, still 
I am more or less imbued with the spirit 
rff0cting all Aust·ralians. All sport demands 
n. cortain a1nount of risk, and if you back 
your particular fancy you mns~ be prepared 
!o lose something. At the same time I am 
not going to stand here and he a hypocrite 
H.J!d sav I condemn the whole thing. I do 
say that the State above all should set an 
example, but it has es-tablished the mo~t 
insidious form of g.ambling to-day, and IS 
acting in a hypocritical sp.irit. an.d d~scrimin­
nting with regard to cet·tam apphcatwns that 
are made from time to time for the purpose 
I have mentioned. 

At 12.48 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
Question-That £21,569 only be granted 

(Jh· .. Jloore's amrndment)-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

Mr. Appel 
.. Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, "\V. H. 

Clayton 
Uorser 
Costello 
Deacon 
Edwards 
Kelso 

, King 
., Logan 

AYES, :21. 
.;\lr. \iln~ well 

Moo re 
l'\ott 
Peterson 
Petrie 
Roberts 
Sizer 

,, Swayne 
, Taylor 

Warren 

1'Pliers: :11r. Clayton mnl J.Jr. Kelso. 

NOES,.:.!~. 
Mr. Bedford il1r. Rartley 

Bertra.m Hynes 
Rrnce " .T ~ r~~ 
Bulcock Kirl11Ta.n 
Collins L~;!.d 

, Conroy Vf'wPlYn 

cooper, F. A. ~~r~~~hlan 
, Cooper, W. 

llash Payne 
Dunatan ., Stopford 
Ferricka Weir 
Foley , Wellington 
Gledson , V\Tinstanley 
Han,.on , VVright 

Tellers: :.\Ir. IIansr,n :tnll .'\11'. Wright. 

AYES. 
:vrr. l r.1nd 

, )iforgan 
., l~lphin ... tOJY' 

Resolved in the negative. 

Xm~."i. 
.'\fr Pe:-d~P, 

r·n·tell 

Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS. 
The ATTORNEY·GENERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, Plinders): I beg to move-
" That £76,520 be granted for 'Courts 

cf Petty Sessions '." 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I take this 
opportunity of bringing under the notice of 
the Mini,ter the large number of people 
who have been deprived of the jurisdiction 
of the District Court, and we might con­
sider the advisibility of re-establishing that 
court. Its abolition has meant that litigants 
desirous of appealing from a decision given 
in a. :i\:Iag-istrates Court have to appeal direct 
to the Supreme Court. This adds very con­
siderably to the costs. The present system 
enables barristers and solicitors to secure 
high fees through the prolongati.on of cases 
by the introduction on many occasions of 
irrelevant evidence. I am aware that the 
functions of the Magistrates Court are being 
enlarged, and that some of the cases previ­
ously dealt wit.h in the District Court are 
now dealt with in that court. At the same 
time the abolition of the District Court has 
added very considerably to the expenses of 
unfortunat-e people who have to resort to 
law, and it is high time that Dist.rict Courts 
were re-established to save litigants the 
expense of going to the Supreme Court to 
•eek justice. 

Mr. KELSO (".Yundah): I would ask t.he 
Attorney-General whether serious considera­
tion has been giyen to the suggestions which 
haYe been made with regard to police magis­
trates from time to time. Their emoluments 
should be more in accordance with the respon­
sibilities of t.he work they perform. We 
have abolished the District Court, and these 
gentlemen are now really occupying the 
positions formerly occupied by District Court 
judges, so far as responsibility is concerned. 
It is not a fair thing to ask these officials 
J.o arrive at decisions on matters similar to 
those adjudged by District Court judges 
·.·.hen thP "''laries are so disproportionate. 
The Chief Police Magistrate receives £850-
an incrP:ne from £700-while there are four 
other ma;oistratcs in the Brisbane area, three 
receiving £790 and one £750. Surely, if 
oflicials are to be paid according to the 
Tesponsibilit.y of the position they occupy, 
and if previously the salary of a District 
Court judge \Yas £1,000, it is onlv fair to 
c l:1in1 a, like salary for our magist~·ates. 

::\1r. CoLLINS: You are the best champion 
for the Poan on top that we have in this 
Chamber. 

2\h. KELSO: I am quite prepared to hear 
sach a stat.emcnt from the hon. member. I 
coDtend that responsible officers should be 
adoquatel:; remunerated, and, while I am not 
bringing other public servants into the dis­
cussion. I submit that the Government have 
acted rightly in st.ipulating that officials 
should be remunera tcd according to the 
re,,pomibility of their office. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am not saying they receive 
too much, but I do think we get tDo little. 

Mr. KELSO : The hon. member may be 
covetous. but I am not· covetous in that 
dire,tio·L The Fystem applies to Pm·lia­
mont. The hon. member must realise that, 
bccaus'' Cabin0t :Ministers carrv a greater 
l'<''P?llsibility than private mernbers, they 
rccmvc a greater remuneration. The hon. 
member missed his opportunity one morning 

[llfr. Corser. 

a.t 4 o'clock, when he missed the opportunity 
of becoming Premier. 

The CHAIRMAI\: Order ! 

Mr. KELSO: I would like the Attorne..-­
General to inform the Committee whether 
thi~ n1atter has been given consideration, 
bec1 use undoubtedly police magistrat-es are 
under-paid for the work they do. 

The ATTOR::'\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J_ 
Mullan. Flindcrs): There must bo some mis­
conception in the mind of the hon. member 
for Burnett. He asks that the District Court 
should be re-established in order to cheapen 
lit.igation. As a matter of fact, we abolished 
the District Court and established Magis­
trates Courts for just that purpose. The 
Magistrates Courts have jurisdiction up to 
£200, wherffis previouslv a man had to go to 
t·he District Court in such a case. He is now 
relieved of that additional expense. I admit 
that in the case of an appeal he must go, 
to the Supreme Court. but that was th~ 
position previously. I claim we have 
cheapened litigation by t.he establishment of 
the Magistrates Court. 

The hon. member for Nundah was 
anxious to know whether, in view of the 
increased respor,sibilities and the increased 
jurisdiction of the police magistrates and 

their courts, we are allowing them 
[2 p.m.] additional emoluments. In reply 

to that hon. member I am pleased 
to state thttt we have fully recognised their 
claims and have increased their payments in 
proportion to their increased responsibilities. 
They now have the jurisdiction of a District 
Court judge, and, recognising that, we have 
increased the maximum salary for a first­
class police magistrate from £800 to £1,000, 
which was the remuneration of a District 
Court judge. \Ve have also increased the 
classifice"tion of police magistrates in the 
other grades as well in accordance with 
their increased responsibilities. Therefore. 
I claim that we haYo recognised the increased 
importance of the work, and I hope we shall 
be able to do even better for them in tlie 
future as their responsibilities increase. 

Mr. KIKG (Logan): I am very please,d, 
indeed, to hear the Attorney-General make 
that statem<•nt in regard to the increased 
emoluments to police magistrates. There is 
no doubt thut, since the enlargement of their 
jurisdiction, they have had ver:v much more 
onerous and mar" responsible duties to per­
form, and I think it will l)e generally 
rrdmitted that they haYe fulfilled their duties 
very well indeecL Therefore, I am very 
pleased, indeed, that the police magistrates 
are getting increased emolumentR. 

I 'do not know that I shall be in order ir1 
referring to the vote that has just been agreed 
to. I was out of the Chamber at the time. 
but I should like to make some reference to 
the Crown Solicitor. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You can bring 
that up on the resolutions at the report stage. 

Mr. KING: Very well; I will bring it up 
later. 

Item (Courts of Petty Se~sions! agreed to. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 

Mu!lan, Plinders) : I beg to move-
" That £33,440 be granted for ' Elec­

toral Registration.' " 
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Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): I wish 
to bring under the notice of the officer in 
charge of the electoral office a matter which 
has come under my notice recently. In the 
columns of the Press during the last few 
years repeated statements have appeared 
that the rolls were inflated, and that there 
were fictitious names on the rolls, and it was 
a common thing to refer to these alleged 
fictitious names as " ghosts." Repeatedly 
leading articles have appeared in the Press 
urging that the roll should be purified. I 
am just a little afraid that the electoral 
-officer is becoming a little stampeded at 
these requests in the public Press, t<J the 
<extent that I believe the cleansing process 
has reached the stage of what is known as 
"Bulcocking" the rolls. The matter came 
under my notice at the last municipal elec­
tion. I was in South Brisbane at the corner 
-of Melbourne and Stan]ey streets outside the 
polling-booth there for a period of certainly 
not exceeding two hours. Being in charge of 
a roll and not a candidate, many of the 
prospective voters came to me and asked for 
their numbers, and a great many of them 
,,-ere surprised to find that their names were 
not on ihe roll, although they had been on 
the 1923 roll and they had voted at the 1923 
State elections. During the two hours I was 
there I suppose at least eight cases were 
brought under my notice where the father 
or the son had had his name wiped off the 
roll and the wife m mother had been left 
on the roll. notwithstanding that there had 
been no alteration in the place of residence 
since the previous State election. I became 
a bit impatient with some of them when it 
•vas repeatedly ascertained during that period 
of two hours that their names were not on 
i·he roll. One old chap in particular came 
to me, and said, "I an1 not able to vote," 
and I asked him why? H<> said. " My name 
·is not on the roll." I said, " vYhy is it not 
on the roll? It is too late now to inquire 
about that." He assured me that his name 
had been on the roll at the State election in 
1923. He informed me that he had voted 
then, and had not left his place of residence. 
The name of his wife was retained on the 
roll. This old gentleman rather impressed 
me, with the result that I said I would go 
•wer and se<> him in his home and make 
inquiries about it. I did so, and he then 
told me that he had voted in Kurilpa as an 
absent voter at the State election f<Jr South 
Brisbane in 1923. I am not contending that 
he did. bee a use there is no record of it. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Th€re must be a record if 
he did vot<>. 

Mr. FERRICKS: I assume that he did 
~101. I have the word of the officers in 
mother direction that he did not vote. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Then that is the end of it. 
:\1r. FERRICKS : I went to the Electoral 

·D<>partment. and I saw a young man there 
to whom I said. " Can you tell me the reason 
why ---- (I gave him the name) is not 
on the roll?" He \vent away, and retu1.·ned. 
prcsumablv after making inquiries, and said 
that the information in the office was that 
this man had written in reply to a let-ter 
from the returning officer stating that he did 
not vot-e at the 1923 elention because he was 
no lon,.er a resi-dent of the State of Queens­
land. I knew that could not be correct, as I 
had been over to see him. when he had told 
me that he ha-d not shifted from his place 
of residence. I went to him to <tscertain if 
:he had sent a letter to that effect t<J the 

Electoral Department, and he told me he had 
not. I say that he did not send a letter. 
This is where the discrepancy came 
in : When I went back to the Elec­
toral Department again t<J convey the 
information that this man had not sent 
a letter. I was informed-! think the gentle­
man who attended to me must have been the 
Deputy Electoral R<egistrar, but I do not 
know him personally-that the reason why 
this man's name was not on the roll was 
because the man had st<tted that he was 
enrolled on the Kurilpa roll and that he 
lived in South Brisbane. I said, •· Did you 
look up the Kurilpa roll to see if his name 
"as on that roll?" The answer I received 
wa>', "No." He was not <Jn the Kurilpa 
roll, but that was the statement m<tde to me. 
It- seems very unsatisfactory and very indefi­
nite information to get from the Electoral 
Office. The man could not have been absent 
from the State because he had not left his 
place of residence. Of course. it is nossible 
that another man of the same name might 
concei' •tbly be in the ,ame electorate­
although there are not two similar names on 
the South Brisbane electoral roll. but, assum­
ing that the statement had been made or a 
letter to that effect had been sent. the office 
should have waited two months before it 
removed the man's name from the roll 
because his name was <Jn another roll, especi­
ally when, if they had seen him in person, 
thev must have seen that he was not too 
definite about the facts himself. I wr·nt into 
the matter to gPt the strength of it, because 
I have the belief that this is not peculiar to 
South Brisbane. bl!t has been carried on in 
the whole of the metropolitan area. If th<tt 
be so, it beh<Jves the organisations which 
hold similar views to mine to look into tlw 
matter. My impre,;sion is that the names of 
men have been remm-e-cl from the rolls and 
the names of their wives have been left on. 
Whether it is beliend that the women folk 
are more susceptible to dope at the hands of 
the organisers at election 1imc or not, it ·does 
seem strang-e. That was a case where there 
is a family of a man and his wife. It is the 
only instance I looked into per•·Onally, but, 
in the course of two hours that afternoon, I 
came across about ten sin1ilar cases. 

I came across another case-a case of a 
lady this time. I went to the Electoral Office 
again, and asked whether they could tell me 
whv Mrs. So-and-so had had her name 
rernoved from the roll, and th~ answer of 
the same officer in the El-e~toral Office was. 
:' TThitt ~ady_ wa.s too infirrn to go to the poll.n 
,',;hen l lllqmred about thE' postal-voting 
facilities for i1_1firm and i'lvalid people, tho 
answer I received was that the ladv was 
illiterate, almost blind. and not a fit subi.ect 
to be entruote-d with the exercise of a postal 
vote. I went out to have that statement 
verified or contra·dicted. The inform<ttion I 
obtaine·d was that the ladv had been runnino­
a little business. that she is anvthing but 
illiterate, anything but infirm, 'and that, 
whilst she had not voted at the 1923 election. 
at the 1920 election she had walked to an-d 
exorcised her vote in person <Lt the Dutton 
Park polling-booth. I suspect that what has 
been going on in the office is thi': In their 
misdirected efforts to purify the rolls in the 
way that has been qrged by the Conservative 
papers durini!' the past three or four yr·ns­
they are not doing it now, presumably 
because the rolls have been cleane-d to their 
satisfaction; and if South Brisbane is an 
illustration it is operating ag<tinst our side-

Jir. Ferricks.] 
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the inquiries which are sent out after election 
time asking defaulters why they did not 
exercise their votes have verv often not been 
"reated with the ;ame seriou;ness with which 
thev were recci ved after tiw first election 
after the introduction of compulsory voting. 

If a person cJ.n give a valid excuse, no 
further n.ction is t.•kon, but, if a. person 
cannot give a valid excuse or does not reply, 
then one out of a hundred is proceeded 
:>gainst and fined a nominal sum in the police 
court. The custom of sending out these 
JP.tters of inquiry asking people why they 
did not exercise the franchise is not taken 
so seriously as ·when t.he practice was first 
introducN!. :Many people naturally say, " If 
I happen to be the unlucky one out of a 
hundred to be fined, I will put up with the 
consequence,:;." Others. perhaps, say that 
they 11·ill answcr the inquiry at a later date, 
aml others, periL ps, will say that they have 
no ex ruse to offer. Various reasons are 
given, but the replies aro not sent in. That 
is where the cleansing or the purifying of 
ihc rolls hM b,cl'11 going on, in my opinion. 
The blectoral Office, not rccei ving a reply 
h om one of thcoc defaulters. comes to the 
conclul'3ion t.hn.t he is no longer resident 
within the electorate, and exercises its power 
-I am not going to call it a right-to 
r~mo 1·e the name from the roll. I ha vc nob 
given the names of the two persons men­
tioned, but I am prepared to supply the 
na,mes to the :Minister, and I ask him to 
make inquiries into the matter, because it 
· a matter thd should be made public. I 
·"ked the officer in the Electoral Office. 
" Do yDu rec,~ive any intimation from any 
person outside vour ofticc other than the 
police, that a. person has l~ft an elcctora te," 
snd the reply I rec0i\ cd was, "?\o." Xatur­
hlly I an1 anxious to know who authorised 
ihc Electoral Office or officr:r to remo\-e from 
the roll the lady ,,hoso name I have men· 
honC"d \VhPn she \Vas neither inflrm nor 
illitNate, nor wa.s her eyesight b>td. 
· }Jr. McLACHLAX: Does the Act not provide 
that nanH j cannot be removed from a l~oll 
until it is on another roll? 

1\Tr. FERRICKS: :L'hat is the nrovision 
and was the practice until the suces~ful hovd 
in the mntropolitan anti.Labour papers wa.s 
st:ch tha.t It caused something in the nature 
,,f a stamp2de. The fact lhat that numLer 
o{ persons came to me ,,vithin t.hc F1J<1C'C of 
hYO . homs ~t .South Brisb"no during the 
: llUllClpal elections sho\vs that there n1ust 
~ .'l ~omcthing goinb o:r:- son1owhere. Whether 
It IS due to the anti-L"bour orrranisers or 
no!, the fact remains that the "'names are 
bcmg; remov~d from the roll for no reason, 
notw1thste.ndmg ~he fact that the persons 
have not left t,hmr places of residence and 
that ~heir names appea.red on the 1923 roll 
~1sed 1n conr~~ct_ion with. tho. State elections. 
• ask the lvhmster to lllqmre further into 
the matter, because I W'LS unable to ohtain 
at the Elt\(:toral Offic· such satisfaction ag 
to remove rny fears oe suspicions in this 
regard. 
. Mr. ROBERTS (East Toou·oornba): I have 

bstcnenod very carefull~· to the remarks of 
the hon. member for South Brisbane, and 
I can sa.y th~t has not been my experience. 
I, Rm refernng nOW to the rolls for the 
electorate of Toowoomba and the electorate 
of East Toowoomba, which I do my best to 
v,atch very closely. My diftieulty is in 
~a vmg names removed. It is very easy to 
mqmre mto the qualifications of voters but 

flJ.!r. Ferricks. ' 

I find a, great deal of difficulty in having 
names removed from the roll when the;:: 
ehould be removed. I cimply await the 
replv of the Minister to the statements 
tnad'c b" the hon. m ·mber for South Bris· 
bane. ·The;ro arc ::tll sorts of possibilities 
in thjs regard, particularly where there are 
two people of the same name-a. father and 
'30n, or a rnothcr a.nd daughter. It may 
happen that the daug-hter gets married and 
leaves the electorate. She may intima,te, 
when filling in her card in her new elec· 
torate, that hc~r nranc js on. sa:v, the South 
Brisbane roll, when it probably was not on 
the roll at all. I haYe fonnd tha,t all these 
things ha ,.c arisen in practice, though I 
admit thev arc very fc1v in nun1bc•r. I con­
tend that "e,-en as iate as the dav when the 
hon. member for South Brisb:u'w received 
lhc cornphint", if he had been as energetic 
ae ffi\ wlf lw v. on]rl ha Ye :.cen that the 
people~. if tlwy poe,esscd the neccs• ary quali· 
fications, got a yote. 

~1r. FLRRICKS : The presiding officcr3 at 
the municipal elections \YOuld not allow that 
privilege. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I \nmt to deal with 
another pha,se of this que ,tion. Since we 
discussed this Yote last year we have had a 
by-election at 'l'oowoomba. and. certainly 
there has been no stampede there so far 
as ta.king the names off the roll is concerned. 
T.hat is Ycry evident. On that occaeion, 
according to a question I asked the 
A ttorney.Gcneral on 4th August last, 1,59& 
E'lceto;·; failed to vote, and that many " shov,; 
~ 'luse letters were sent. out by the return­
mg· officer to the electors who fa,iled to vote. 
The returning officer received 494 replies to 
his letters, and four electors ;;;ere prose­
cuted, and it was the intention to prosecute 
in a fifth cas0, so that we mav assume that 
the rem,.ining 489 electors ga~·e satisfactory 
e.;cjJ! ana tions. I understand tha.t no pro· 
nsion exists to enable electors within the 
St.ate but absent from their electorate at a 
by.clection to record their votes, though I 
understand that an amendment to the Elec· 
toral Act is to be made in that direction 
this session. There wcr(' 573 '' sho\v ( a.use " 
ldt 'rs returned to the returning officer 
tllrough the dead letter office. That is, 573 
cler:tors had left the district wit hont leaving 
then· new r,ddres'; at the post office. Usualiv 
when persons leave a district they give come 
dJr~ct10n·,. to the post office as to where 
thmr mall nU~tter is to be sent: but the 
dead letter office did not have that informa­
tion in those 573 ea Acs and returned the 
lett(}!'S to the returning officer. There is 
something else in connection with the 'l'oo­
woomba by·election, and that is 528 electors 
did not trouble to answer the communica­
tions of the returning ofticer. ·where are 
they? 

i'vir. FERRICKS : According to our experi­
ence in South 13ri,bane, they will be off 
the roll now. 

Mr. ROBER'I'S: I ha Ye been watching the 
Toowoomba roll, and thev have not been 
removed from it. " 

:Mr. FERRTCKS: How do yon know the 
number of clcdors w.ho did not answer? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I got certain answers 
from the Attorney.Generrtl to the question 
l a.sked in this Chamber. I ascertained that 
1,595 electors did not vote and were served 
with "sho,w cause" letters; that 494 replies 
were received, and that 573 of the letters 
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were returned through the dead letter office. 
It is quite a simple matter, then, to find 
out how many failed to reply to the letters. 
Hon. members cannot say that the Too­
woomba roll is a clean one. To me that 
roll is a long v. ay out of date. I would not 
make that statement if I had not other 
means of ascertaining that fact. I have 
oul:-· to check my own roll-which is tota.lly 
out of da-te-with the Federal roli-which 
is np to date-to ascertain that fact. When 
checking the roll, a& I have checked it, one 
can find that a large number of people who 
were threatened with prosecution took the 
precaution of pntting their names on the 
Federal roll but they did not make arrange­
ments for enrolment elsewhere on the State 
ro!J. If there is any sincerity in the position. 
thrs matter should be· cleared up once and 
for all. Repeatedly when this vote has been 
nndcr di,cm•.ion, I have said that if I can 
produce •·Yidcnce that a man, thr'oug.h fear 
of prosecution, ha.s made application for 
enrolment on the Fedcrr.l roll I take that 
ns sufHcient qualifico,tion for hi~ being on the 
State roll. 

:\Ir. \VIXSTA::\LEY: It should not be. 

:\Ir. HOBERTS: He cannot have two 
ctualifications. It is anticipated, although it 
IS 110t stated, that, 'vhcn a man makes anpli­
cation for enrolment on the Federal 'roll. 
he· state definitely that that is his ·qualifica-
tion. ' 

l\_If- \Yr:-<STAXLEY: Yes, after one month's 
remaence. 

l\1r. ROBERTS: He has made application 
for enrolment. 

J\Ir. \YDISTANLEY: Because he i'- compelled 
to. 

;\Ir. ROBERTS: And it i, anticipated 
that he will be on the State roll also. 

:\lr. D-.sH: You do not know the Act. 

"'it-. HOBERTS: I know the Act well 
enough. I repeat, thore should be oome 
information from the :!Ylinister as regards 
th_ose 573 names. They should either have 
been remov0d from the roll or they should 
have bcnn prosecuted. 

Mr. LLEWELYN : \Vhy rcmoYed? 

Mr. HOBERTS: \Ve have a remarkable 
roll when we have on it the namc3 of 573 
rcople who cannot be locateu ut all, and 
a n,cthir. 528 people_ who clo not reply to 
offic1a1 1nqurnes. \\' e can onlv assume one 
;>i two things, and, if there' is anything 
1~ th? nature o~ con1pulsion in the Act. it 
s,onld be the dui!' of the Attorncv,Gener tl to 
see that those first inquiries arc ~followed up 
and somebody should find out whv those 
528 psople ha;-e not replied. What is the 
good of administering an Act and callino­
upon people to make a sb~tement as to wh~ 
they .. hav• not voted if further action {s 
not taken \vhcn 528 people simplv laugh at 
the lsttrr they receive and nut h int~ the 
fire' It is simply a farce. \Vhat is the uso 
?f asking an officer to send out 1,595 notices 
1 f no further action is to be taken 'I' hen 
those noticPs arc disregarded? I am as3Um· 
mp: no actron was taken,, and I am speaking 
wrth reasona~le assumptwn when I say that 
the only actwn taken was the first notifi­
cation, that 528 people took no notice of 
that notification, and vet there were only 
four prosecutions. ' 

Mr. LLEWELYN: You are only assuming 
that. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am justified in assum­
ing it until the Attorney-General assures me 
to the ,;ontrary. Why I am anxious to sec 
this matter cleared up is because I am not 
satisfied with the last Toowoomba election. 
I do not mean specifically a.s to the "'''ult. 
but with th people· '.cho voted. I am satis­
fied that certain people who voted at that 
election were not in the electorate. 

Mr. Cot.Ll!';.-;: Prove your case. 
Mr. DASH: How do you know thev ,-oted 

Labour? , 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not. We know 
that poiling booths are erected for the cm· 
vcnicnce of the people in a neighbourhod, 
and th0re m~>'- ht 300 people nsually a·"oci­
atcd with ihat neighbonrhood. If 600 pcoplu 
vote at that booth and there are no addi· 
tional works in the neighbourhood to cause 
the additional influx. surely there is justifi­
cntion fr ,. a query in regard to the matter. 
If you see n1otor~cars taking seven or eight 
fW'Jple there whom you do not know-and you 
haYc a knowledge of the people-quite apart 

from any other eVidence, yon 
[2.30 p.m.J can reasonably aesnme that 

son1cthing js wrong; and, when 
~'OU find the number of people voting is 
considerably in excess of the number that 
was anticipated both bv the people who 
were running the election: and by the people 
who were working in the interests of tho 
c anclidates. you can reasonably assume that 
there is a possibility that somo people voted 
who were not entitled to Yot<•. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 'fhitt is a libel 
Oll the people of Toowoomba. 

l\1r. ROBERTS: The:v were not people 
of Toowoomba. I ,,·onld have known them 
ii they were people of Toowcomba. 

~fr. ::.v.icLACHLAX: ~{on do not kno'v ever~·~ 
body. · 

)Jr. ROBERTS: Of course I do not know 
f'verybody, bnt I kno\v a considerable number 
of the people of Toowoomba, and the people 
lYho run the clf-,,.-.tions ln10"1;5.r Revcral rnore 
people of TomYoomba, and we know enough 
people to knm,. whether they were strangers 
or not. Yon oan judge your people. 

Mr. LI.EWELYX: It is optional on the 
voter as to which booth he votes at. 

~•1r. ROBERTS: Of conrse it i' optional. 
I am not finding fault with that: but, if a 
man lives ut the waterworks in Toowoomba. 
he is not going to vote at the other end of 
the town. 

".Ir. LLEWELYX : He might. 

:\ir. ROBERTS: Ho might, bnt you are 
not gomg to get 400 or 500 of these people 
to do tht1 same thina. ':rhere is c:-verv iust1~ 
fication for a clea,;sin'l' of that roil." and 
there is no evidence that the roll is ·being 
cleansed. 

Mr. IVIXST.\XLEY: It rs automatically 
cl(lan"',ed. 

Mr. ROBERTS: It is not automatically 
cleansed. If the electors go t.o the trouble 
of reporting: to the Electoral Office that 
thev have changed their address and the 
correction is not made in the printin"' office 
you cannot get a correct rolL \Vhen th~ 
people go to the trouble of intimating to the 
Electoral Office that their address has been 
changed, then their address should be 
changed on the cards in the Electoral Office 
and that is not done. I can instance thre~ 
claims that were put in-one a member of 
my own family-that were not corrected, 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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and they had considerable difficulty in get­
ting the correction made. Under these cir­
mmstances we are justified in saying that 
there is something that is not right m this 
<:onnection. 

Mr. CARTER: They may have posted the 
notices to the wrong place. 

Mr. ROBERTS: They were delivered by 
myself, and I am not likely to deliver them 
to the wrong place. 

:\1r. CARTER: You may have forgotten them 
and kept them in your pocket. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not forget like 
the hon. member does. I could remind the 
hon. member of something he promised the 
electors of Port Curtis that he has forgotten. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley): If 
I understand the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba rightly he has the idea that, if 
an elector applies for enrolment on the 
Federal roll for an address other than that 
which appears on the State roll, he should 
be immediatelv enrolled on the State roll 
for the new address and be taken off the 
roll for the previous address. If that is 
the idea the hon. member has in regard to 
enrolment, it is an erroneous one. Under 
the Federal Elections Act a person who is 
resident one month in a district is compelled 
to become enrolled for that address. It is 
happening every day that people have to 
leave the place which is their domicile or 
residence to go and seek work of a tem­
porary nature somewhere else, and, if they 
are one month at the new address, under 
the Federal law they have to enrol for the 
new address. 

lYL-. ROBERTS: That is not correct. That 
i < not necessary if they make an explanation. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Thev have to make 
Lpplication one month afte'r the change of 
11 ddress, but there is no need under the State 
!&w to take such action. Under the State 
law a person has a •right to remain on the 
0lectoral roll until he applies for <>nrolment 
wmewhore else. To say that simply because 
a person changes his address and is employed 
m some other town for a short period he 
,hould be removed from the Sta":;e roll because 
he is compelled to get his name lJUt on a 
fresh Federal roll is saving something: which 
would not be fair to the electors at ali. That 
is only what we can infer from the remarks 
of the hon. member. I want to remove the 
impression, which some people mav labour 
ur.der when they read the hon. member's 
~·~atement that they are compelled immedi­
ately to apply for enrolment on another State 
roll in the same way as they are compPlled 
to enrol on another Federal roll. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:'<lullan, Flindcrs) : I will inquire into the 
r.1atter raised by the hon. member for South 
f\risbanc. If I had known of it before I 
would have been pleased to give thE• infor­
I.mtion required. I certainly will not ·~olcrat0 
any attempt on the part of any official wil­
fully to disfranchise any citizen. So far as 
I know, the officials of the department have 
buen most efficient and attentive in the cal'ry­
ing ou":; of their duties, and I should be very 
much surprised if there is anything in the 
ctatement made by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane that some membe1·s of the 
staff have been stampeded in this matter. 
Some of the striking off took place at ":;he 
instigation of the Government, and we take 
full responsibility for that. A good many 
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people were leaving Queensland for the 
other States and giving no notification of the 
fac"c. Under the law they al"e supposed to 
be kept on one electoral roll until they either 
lt:'ave the State or go to another electorate, 
and we found some difficulty in the mattel". 
What we did in 1923 was this: When pel"sons 
who had a vote did not vote at the liquor 
poll, and also failed to vote nt the genel"al 
election and neglected to reply to •a letter 
o.sking why they did not vote, we thought 
we were taking a pretty safe course in taking 
them off in order to cleanse the rolls. We 
realised that there might be a case or two 
·.;here there was a danger of a persor. being 
remoYed wrongly, but it was necessary to 
take some action to prevent the rolls becom­
iEg unduly inflated. There were 39.000 names 
taken off at that time, and very few, if any, 
people suffered any injustice. 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba 
seems to be very much concerned about the 
Toowoomba election. I can undflrstand 
members of the Opposition feeling a littl0 
irritated over that election. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Oh no ! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In spite of 
wha·~ they say, I have no hesitation in stating 
that the Toowoomba roll was a clean r0ll 
nnd quite satisfactory. The hon. member ior 
East Toowoomba could explain it, too, if he 
was fair enough to be prepared to make 
H'asona ble roncm;sjons. He knows as well 
as I do that, if there were 1,595 absent from 
t·he poll, it is reasonable to suppose that 
some of ":;hem were out of Toowoomba, and 
··ince it was a by-election those persons could 
not Yote. Katurally we called upon them 
to show cause why they did not vote, but 
tuen who a·ro in search of work-as some of 
Lhem no doubt would be-would never get 
those letters. Does the hon. member say 
that, because they did not get our letters or 
clid not reply to our letters, we should take 
1 hem off the roll? 

2\Ir. RoBERTS: No. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The only 
reason for which they can be taken off the 
roll is that their names are on the roll in 
another electorate, unless, of course, an elec· 
tor has died or left the State. That fully 
explains why there were 528 people who did 
not reply to the summons. 

Mr. RoBF.RTS: What about the 573 you 
could not find? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There may 
be good rea sons. 

Mr. RoBERTS: No. They could not be 
found. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is 
the number the hon. member is talking 
about. 

Mr. RoBERTS: No. 
number. 

That lS another 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I think the 
hon. member is mixed up. I have given a 
satisfactory explanation to show that the 
large numb<,r or voters who failed to vote 
was mainly caused by the fact that it was 
a by-election, a,nd there were no facilities 
for absent voting. 

Mr. ROBERTS: You are quite wrong. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: For the 
same reason there was no opportunitv to 
reply to our letters. I was rather surprised 
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to hear the hon. member state inferentially 
that the Federal roll is better tii.an ours. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I say it definitely. 

. The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give 
t.ne hon. member somBthing in refutation of 
that statement. I have received a report 
officially from our Electoral Office that on 
the 30th June last there were 425,000 names 
on the Federal roll. On the basis of a calcu­
lation that the population of Queensland is 
855,214, ·and that 52 per cent. should be 
Dn the Federal roll, there should be 444,711 
names on the Federal roll instead of 425 000 
showing that on 30th June 1925 there' wa~ 
a deficiency of 19,711. ' ' 

~fr. RoBERTS: That is all guess work. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not. 
So convinced was I that the Federal roll 
was totally inadequate that I had to take 
steps during the last couple of months to 
>;et the State office to co-operate with the 
Federal Electoral Department here in get­
tmg names on the roll, and during the last 
·week I have been instrumental in getting the 
whole of the police force placed at the 
disposal of the Federal Department to 
conduct a canvas just as for a State election. 
I do not wish to reflect on the Federal 
Qfficers in Queensland ; they are an efficient 
body of men, but thcv haye out-of-date 
machinery. Yet the h~n. member would 
rompare our roll with the Federal roll ! 
The Federal roll is not brought up to date 
from one end of the year to another unless 
there happens to be an election pending. 
It should ~e done every quarter, so that it 
would be nght up to date and it could be 
' hecked. Let the hon. m~mber go to the 
Post Office, or any other place where the 
Federal electoral roll mav be examined. 
vVhat will he find? An out-of-date three­
year-old roll. I regard it a.s a disgrace te> 
the Federal Government~ vet the hon. mem­
ber is ungenerous enough .ind unfair enoug!1 
to Queensland and Queensland officers to 
eompare that out-of-date roll with the 
Queensland roll ! If we had agreed to the 
amalgamation of the State and Federal roli" 
we would have had the Federal Government 
;Jroviding a totally inadertuate electoral 
onachinery. Of course, the Federal authori. 
ties made a bit of .an effort up to last f!at ur­
day to get names on the roll to bring their 
roll up to date after three years' deJOy. 
And even that roll could not he c;ompilod 
,,·ithout the co-operation by the StutG in 
placing the police force at their disposal. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Attornev­
GPneral referred to what he called the out-o·f. 
date method in operation for the compilation 
of the Federal rolls. This is the position 
"" far as the State rolls are concerned: I 

be on the electoral roll for Windsor, 
I can remove to Townsville, Rockhamp­

t·m. or Toowoomba and live there for eight 
,-cars, ten years, or twentv vears, and still 
he on thc roll for 'Windsor.· Is that a correct 
::wthod to adopt in connection with our rolls'! 

The ATTORNEY-GE:>ERAL: You cannot legallv 
dCl that. · 

:Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know anything 
about not lcgallv doing it. but I do know 
ti1at when the names of persons who have 
le en residing outside the electorate for voars 

!;aye been sent to the Electoral Office,· that 
office will not place those names on the 
rrDper roll and remoye them from the old 
,·oll. That is our complaint about the State 
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Electoral Office. Surely hon. members will 
not say that that is a fair method of compiling 
our rolls at the present time. There ar<' 
hundreds of names-probably thousands for 
all I know-on the rolls to-day -,,here persons 
have been living for three years, four vears, 
five years. and eYen ten years outside the 
electorate for which they are pnroiled. We 
should haYe some rrwthod of correcting that. 
Vv'lwn an individual tab's up his permanent 
ahod•-' in some other electorate than the one 
for which he is enrolled, it should be manda­
tory on hi1n to cmnmunicate his change of 
address to the electoral authorities. 

Mr. MooRE: He is supposed to do that. 
Mr. CARTER: That applies to the Federal 

roll. too. 
Mr. TAYLOR: A number of casco hav,, 

been pointed out where people have removed 
from certain electorates, but their names 
still remain on those rolls. There is no such 
d;ffic•Jltv in connection with the Federal rolls. 
There you haYe only to inform the Federal 
electoral authorities that a person has 
remoYed to some other electorate and his 
name is at once placcJ on the roll for the 
ele-ctorate in which he resides. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Have the Federal electoral 
authorities secret informers? 

".fr. TA YLOR : vV e can afford to treat an 
ird:Pric•ction like that with the contempt it 
dr cervPs. \Ve do not want anv roll-stuffing. 
We do not ask that any person-who is legally 
cnt it led to vote shall be deprived of tha't 
right. There is no need for anything of the 
kind. But we do want our rolls to be up-to­
date, fair rolls, so that electors will be on 
the roll for the area in which they reside, 
and will not be allowed to I!;O to remote 
parts of the State and live there for manv 
vcars and have their names retained on th~3 
rolls of 1 he electorates from which they have 
departed I could give instances-not at the 
prr->ent. time as I have not the particulars 
with rnP-where we have pointed out that 
thes" individuals are not in the c'lectoratc for 
wh;ch thcv arc enrolled, but no attempt is 
made to bring the rolls up to date. During 
the recent elections we had returned to us 
hundreds of letters addressed to individual. 
in thP ekctoratcs, and marked "Left." 
Although the letters were addressed accord· 
ing to the addresses on the electoral rolls we 
were not able to locate the individuals. All 
W<> ask io that the rolls shall be a clean and 
absolute!,- true record -of persons m the 
Plectorate who arc entitled to Yote. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) : I am 
sure the Minister recognises that there is no 
heat in this debate so far as the Toowoomba 
by-election is concerned. That is past·. I 
want to arrive at the true position, but the 
Minister has certainly side-stepped it. The 
hon. gentleman stated that 494 had replied 
t.o the " show cause " letters, giving what was 
cDnsidercd as a reasonabl0 answer, and it 
can be reasonably assumed that 528 were 
a" ay on that day following their occupa­
tions outsidc the electorate of Toowoomba. 
I would not dispute that, as it is quite a 
reasonable assumption, but under t.he condi­
tions the number is far too great. It has 
to be recognised that the GoYernment gave 
eyeryone of their employees in the Too­
woomba electorate a holiday on full pay to 
enable them to record their votes at the 
by-election. 

The .\TTORXEY·GENERAL: Look at the num­
ber of railway men who were away. 

Mt'. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: It is onlv natural to 
a"1me that. as the Government gave all 
their employees a holiday on full pay, every 
one who possibly could would get home that 
da v to record their vote, and t-ake advantage 
of· the holidav. But what about the 528 
people who did not vote and failed to reply 
to the " show cause " letters? The hon. 
gentleman cannot brush that fact aside. 

The hon. member for Merthyr attempted to 
make out that I had quoted something which 
was incorre••t so far as the electoral law is 
conrernf'tl. I WC"~' d d not rnake an incorrect 
st-atement willingly, as I have only one de­
sire. and that is tu see that every man and 
wom:1n poss<>ssi ng the qualification should 
have the right to exercise the franchise. I 
have not taken advantage of the electoral 
machinery to attempt- to remove the name 
of any n1an or woman not possessing the 
ncccssar; qualifications from the electoral 
roll, but I do seo to it that they do not vote. 
Tlw leader of the Opposition has drawn my 
att-ention to the electoral card. for which I 
thank him. It has this on it__:_ 

" Any person who is entitled to have 
his name placed on the roll for any dis­
trict, whether bv wav of enrolment or 
transfer, who fails, ~ithin a period of 
twenty-one days after having completed 
one mont-h's re"idence within the dis­
trict, to deliver or send to the electoral 
r"gistrar for that district a claim in 
proper fon,l, duly filled in and signed, 
shall be liable for the first offence to a 
penalty of ten shillings, and for any sub­
SE'quent offence to a penalty not. exceed­
ing two pounds." 

::\Ir. i\rcLAl'HL\X: That is if he has per­
manently changed his addn,,s. 

Mr. ROBER'l'S: It is no use side-stepping 
the qu"tion. I have never advocated that 
a nw D who in following hi:;; occupation 
l'Pnloves, sa r to \V a r\vir k for t'vo or three 
months, should be removed from t-he roll. 
I have not that man in mind at all. I know 
sufficient of the Federal Electoral Office to 
know that thov do not take into account 
electors vYho tlrc te1n110rarilv a\vav from 
home. If a pers0n is forced by his "occupa­
tiOn t-o remam awav from home for five or 
six months. an intimation of the fact is 
usually sent to the Federal Electoral Office, 
and the explanation is accepte-d. All sorts 
of methods which are not adopted by the 
Stat-o Government are adopted by the Federai 
Government to ensure a clean and efficient 
rolL Although the State Government have 
the power, they do not prosecute any Person 
for failing to enrol. The Federal Government 
have gone to the trouble of making enrol­
nwnt compulsory, and t-hat is a justification 
for the name of an elector being on the roll. 

The A'rTORNEY-GENERAL: Do vou know that 
the Federal Government ha\·o prosecuted 
80.000 persons in Australia in the last two 
years, and yet they do not possess a roll as 
clean as we have? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I can only speak of the 
district I come from-that is, Toowoomba. 
I cannot speak for the metropolitan area. I 
have checked my roll, and can assure hon. 
members that it is reasonablv up to date. 
Strictly speaking, no one troubles about the 
State roll. When a man goes into an elec­
toral office and states that he wishes to enrol, 
it is usually because he has seen a notice in 
the paper to the effect that anyone will be 
prosecuted whose name is not on the Federal 
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roll. Even in. this case the Federal authori­
ties are gencron,. They do not drag every­
body into the court. They do r:ot obtain the 
information from officers but through the 
employees of tho postal department. who arE­
paid to make reports. A man is notified, 1f 
nccesmry, that he has changed his residence 
and is liable to pros,ecution because he has 
not notified that change of residence. That 
elector can elect whether he will be dealt 
with by the returning officer or whether he 
\vill go before a court and state his case. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : They 
did not giYe n1c that option. 

Mr. ROBERTS: If the hon. gentleman, 
\vit]1 his knowledg0 of the Act, failed t•:> 
comply with it he did not deserve any con­
sideration. I emphasise the fact that, if the 
Govemment would print an intimation and 
ci,cnlate it throughout the Stato that, if a 
person fails to enrol, he is liable to prosecu­
tion; that is all I require. I do not desire 
even what the Attornev-Generul has forecast 
-that the names of ·those 528 should be 
r.•mo;-cd from the roll because thev failed tG 
answer inquiries. If they have simply treated 
the Electoral Office with contempt, they 
should be prosecuted; but, if they have left 
the district, cerr ainlv their names should be 
taken off the roll. ·If the GoYernment took 
that action, they \Yould be doing the job 
complete!:;·, and could come into this Cham­
ber and meet all inquiries levelled at them 
in a "atisfactory manner. 

:\Ir. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): If the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba will allow 
me, I would like to quote from the card he 
ha' used. On that card it will be found, in 
addition to questions relating to his name, 
address, and so forth. the voter has to ans\\·er 
one relating to his jury district. The ~arc! 
reads-

" 1. Surnan1e. 
2. Christian Xames (in full). 
3. Place of liYing. 
4. I am rpsiding within tho ,Jury Dis­

trict of and am quali­
fied to be enrolled as a .Juror 
of that district." 

I inquired from the Electoral Office ho·,· 
the prospective ;-otel' would know in which 
iurv district he was situated, and the clcc­
toritl of!icer said, " \Y c do not expect him to 
b1ow. \Ye fill that in in the office." I a,ked 
wh·.- the question was placed on the card, 
and the reply \vas, " For office purpose-::."' 
It is well known that manv men hav-e a 
great a yersion to running the risk of being 
eligible to sit on juries because, apart from 
the remuneration aspect-it is not a 
paving proposition in these cla:vs-as jurors 
ar~ paid only Ss. or 10s. a clay, and the 
average man's wages are much n1oro-there 
is the inconvenience and to some people 
the odium attached to jury duties. I think 
the question relating to the jury list is mis­
placed on an electoral card, because it will 

have a tendencv to prevent some 
[3 p.m.] people from cnrolling as voters. 

Can we visualise for a moment 
the convenience it will be to the Electoral 
Office or to the Department of Justice when 
compiling the jury list? Would it not he 
just as useful to have another sheet of paper 
and to take the names an-d addresses from 
the electoral cards when compiling the jury 
list? Such a question is quite out of place 
on an <>nrolment card. The fact that the 
Electoral Office informed me that the person 
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making annlication is not expected to answer 
that question but that it would be filled in 
in the office, causee me to think that on an 
electoral enrolment card it is entirely super­
fluous and out of place. 

J\Ir. MOORE (Aubiuny): I would like to 
support the contention of the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba as to the necessitv of 
the Electoral Office carrying out the Elections 
Act. IN e had the Secretary for Public Lands 
the other night saying that. if the law was 
bad, it was our place to amend it; but that 
his job "as to carry out the Act on the 
statute book. In my opinion, the job of the 
Attorney-General is to carry out the Elec­
tions Act as it is on the statute book. If 
there is a definite provision that a person 
who either \Wtnts to enrol or wants to trans­
fer must make application to the electoral 
officer for enrolment or transfer, I sav that. 
should be carried out. There is a penitlty of 
10s. for the first offence. vet we never hear of 
a person being prosecuted. A prosecution 
for not making application for enrolment is 
almost as rare as the dodo. As the hon. 
member for \Vinclsor said. we know of per­
sons \\·ho go a'vay and live for years in 
another electorate, ~-et they still kePp on the 
roll for the district on, which thev were 
originally enrolled. If we have an ).et on 
the statute-book and reo:ulations under the 
Act prO\·iding a penalty.- then the Electoral 
Office should see that tho'e provisions arc 
carried out. If they arc not going to be 
carried out. whv not amend the Act so that 
it will be ea rrie'cl out? It is only making _, 
farce of the thing if people are allowe-d to 
evade the Act. If there is anything wrong 
after an dc>ction. the people are written to: 
but.. if _they

1 
take no notice of the letters. no 

action 1s tali:en. 
The ATTORXEY-GEKERAL: Do :-on want 

action taken in the wa~r of prosecutions? 

l\rr. '!'.IOOTIE: \Ve want peopl0 >Yho neglect 
to r,cplv to let! crs to be compcll0d to do so. 
'<Ve know that ,tftcr the Toowoomba bv-clec­
tion over 1,500 letters were sent out to people 
who had not voted. \Ve know that over 400 
ldtcrs were returned throug·h the ticad lett ·r 
office. and that 826 people did not r0nl.'· at 
nll. 'Nhnt action \Vas taken to see whether 
th0sc pcoplP bad an:: justifiable excuse or 
not or to '"'C"rt.ain the r0ason whv thp•· 
iP"norcd the F.l,'•"' ora 1 Of!ic0? Snrelv it is 
ri::;ht that people should comply with the 
nrovisio'Cs of the Act, and, if thev do not. 
it is up to th~ department to ftncl out the 
reason. 

The A 'TTOR:\'EY.G ENERAL (Hon. .J. 
Mullan. Flindcrs): In reply to the inquiry 
of the hon. member for South Brisbane in 
regard to the additional qtwstion on the 
dc-ctoral cards, I might say that this qnes­
tion was included consequent on an ~unend~ 
ment of the Jury Act, which provided that 
every person whc wa'S an elector and 1n:dcr 
sixty years of ag•l was entitled to be enrolled 
as " jurvman. At the time this new question 
was added to the electoral ci1rd it was 
thoug-ht that it would save the depadment 
a. considerable sum of money, and no doubt 
it ha,s. If we had not placed th0 question 
en the card it would have nec<:'ssitatecl an 
additional canvas in connection with secm·­
ing jurymen, which would have cost a con­
siderable sum of money. However, as the 
hen. member has raised the question, I am 
prepared-because I do not want to be 
dogmatic and say that we cannot do this 
or that-to reconsider the question and see 

whether it is practicable to dispense with 
the necessity o! putting this question on the 
electora.! card and to make up the jury list 
without a special canvaB. If we can do that, 
I think it will meet the point raised bv the 
hon. member. · 

The hon. member for \Yinclsor and the 
leader of th<.) Opposition havl' ag-ain 
returned to the attack on the rol k The 
question chiefly occupying the miud of the 
hon. membe,- for \Vindsor \vas the fact. that 
a mHn did not enrol in thP elertor.ll.'' to 
·which h0 had gone. But, whilst thel'e are 
admittedly occasional instances of indiv]duals 
ren1ainir:.g 11nduly long on a l'Oll other than 
that \vhich thev are entitled to bn on. the 
hon. mem her n1ust recognise that in f;.lnecns­
land we have a large nomadic population. 
:::V1ainly because of th·::ir following seasonal 
occupations men are constantly rhanging 
from place to place in search of \York, and 
thev cannot remain loner enough in any par­
ticti!aJ· place to be puf on a roll exc~pt in 
their own electorate. If people wern to be 
chased bv the Si"atp Government Hl the was 
thev are chased bv the 'Federal G·')YPrri-
meilt-- · 

::\1r. PETERSO'\': \Vhv not have a nom.crlic 
vot0rs' roll' (Laughter.) 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GE::--mRAL: I think ti1e 
hon. gentlernan i8 not serious in that renwrk. 

:Mr. PETERSON: There are some nomad~ 
who have been in my electorate three eac·,. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: Thev are 
<'ntit.!ed to be on the roll if they have· been 
there that time. At the same time. I ·would 
s.ooner havC' a few· thousand names in excess 
on tho rolls owing to thc.se circumstances Over 
\Yhich WC' hew; no control than :half a dozen 
men disfnmchised. I have no hesitation in 
reiterating mv orinion that our roll to-dav 
is cme of the 'hest and deanest rolls in Au~­
tmlia. 

GoYER:COIEKT ::V1DJBERS : Hear, hear ' 
Tlw "\TTORJ'\:EY-GENERAL: If hon. 

nwm b0rs want any proof that our roll is 
better than the Federal roll, I will call the 
Federal amhoritics in evidence. It is well 
known to mv 0fficers and mvself that when 
th<' Federal' authorities rcqu.ire an~- precise 
inforn1ation regarding returned soldiers or 
their wbereahouts, thev come and examine 
the State rolls-not the Federal rolls-so 
that our rolls cannot be be cl. On a popula­
tion basis 1 he Federal rolls showed a defi­
ciency of 19,711 names on 30th June last. Of 
course, they are making up the leeway now 
because of the assistance we are giving them 
to make a special canvas through our police. 
I do not think th:tt there is much to cavil at in 
regard to our Electoral Office if hon. members 
are fair. I claim that the office is carried 
out properly, and that, considering the diffi­
culties, the roll is a very good roll. I am not 
going to say rhat it is a perfect roll. We 
could not possibly have a perfect roll in 
Queensland, where men are constantly 
changing about from place to place-perhaps 
15 per cent. of them being constantly on the 
move. If hon. members went to the office, 
they would see the change which takes place 
in the roll·even in one month, and if they are 
expectin::;. a perfect roll they are expecting 
too much. On the whole, I think the roll is 
a good one, and the Electoral Office is effi­
ciently managed. 

Mr. TAYLOR 
reflecting on the 
Department. We 

(Windsor): We are not 
officers of the Electoral 
aTe simply ·reflecting on 

Mr. Taylor.] 



1140 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

thE' system which prevails, to which 1 referred 
a fpw moments ago. We are no~ referring 
to the men who follow sea,onal occupations 
ar,d who shift about from place tc place. 
They must get on some roll, and they remain 
there. That is quite all rig·ht. it is when 
persons remove from an electorat8 that we 
lbnk some ac\ion should be take:rt. Take 
the met·ropolitan area. A familv ma ,, remove 
from \Vindsor to South Brisbane or ]',i[erthyr, 
and th<'v can still remain on the roll for 
Windso1; if they choose. That is thn point 
l would like to bring before the Minister 
and the electoral authori~ies, and, when the 
H.attcr is brought before the electoral 
authorities, they should take action to find 
<mt whether a person is on the ,,.rong roll 
or not. 

The ATTORNEY·GEXERAL: \Ve are prepared 
lo take ac~ion in anv case of tha.r, kind if 
it is brought under our notice. 

:\'fr. TAYLOR: \Ve certainlv can brir~ 
·sc,mc cases under the notice of the Ministe?: 
''There is no wish to deprive anybody of his 
vote. whether the man is a man who follows 
a seasonal occupation and is two or three 
months away from his home or whether it is 
.son1e other porson. 'Those persons have the 
right to enrol for the electorate in which 
1he.'· arc residing. 

:\ir. CORSER (Burnrtt) : If the Minister 
.does want a clean roll, 'it is a "reat pity 
.that ho dot.'-" not make sorne arr:lno·erflent 
vvith the Federal Governn1en:: for the l;Urpose 
of providing one ele.an roll. The am•mnts 
"·hich are spent in this direction at present 
'' ould ensure an even better roll than the 
FcdcTal roll is to·day. and it is far and away 
Lc·tter ·:han anv roll we have had un to 
the present. The Federal authoritie, go to 
. a lot of trouble to compile their roll. Thev 
are ve1·y persistent in seeing that the A,;t 
i< carried out, and, in particular, they ~ake 
action to cleanse the roll in accordance with 
the Act. The trouble with our State roll is 
the trouble that was pointed out when the 
F:icc:ions Bill was going through this Cham­
ber. :Ylembcrs of the Opposition protested 
Hgainst the methods of exclusion, which would 
enable the Government not only to clean the 
rull generally, but also to prevent electors 
fl'om knowing just where they stood. The 
Minister claims that his roll is a clean one 
and does not permit of ·double·banking. 
Yet did not the Government remove 41,000 
names from the roll on one occasion • That 
shows that the elector does not take his own 
n&mc off the roll, but that a rot\en provision 
·iu the law enables a. Labour Ministry to wipe 
11. out. That is what I am complaining about. 
'I'he ::\1inister says that his method is a gooa 
cnc and provides for the automatic taking 
of a name off the roll by the elector himself 
when he gets on another roll. That is not a 
compulsory provision at all. The elector has 
t<> state what roll he claims to be enrolled 
upon. but it does not make it compulsory 
for him to state the electorate for which he 
i's already enrolled. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He <I-;ualiy does it. 

::Ylr. CORSER: He need not do it, and in 
that provision lie" the loophole for double· 
banking, purposely left there by the Govern· 
mcnt in the interests of the shifting popula­
tion who vote for them. I charge them 
deliberately with leaving that provision there 
fur political purposes, so that they can use 
ir for their own ends. When we attacked 
them here and proved that there wern 54,000 

[Mr. Taylor. 

more names on the State roll than on the 
Federal roll, the Minister thought it was 
time to do something. 'Ihe election was over, 
Dnd the hon. gentleman did not need those 
nan1es on the roll anv moro~there were too 
I>~any proofs of their actions during the 
election-and so he got busy. Accordingly 
at the instigation of the Minister, who 
dPcided to do a little bit of cleaning up­
I am not bl.aming the department, but the 
,:\et and the :\i[inister-41,000 names were 
remon'd from the roll. \¥hat other names 
wight they have wiped off? Why shoul•J we 
entrust to one political party the right to 
·core off 41,000 names when those people did 
not have an opportunity of appearing before 
a tribunal to sa.'; whether they were not 
entitled to have their names retained on the 
rolls? Talk about imprisoning men and 
deporting them without trial! People value 
The right to vote more than they value 
money ; and there should not be a provision 
,_,herebY anv Government in ~~eir· own 
interest's can' wip" off 41,000 names without 
viving those people the right ~0 defend 
themselves. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: You would com­
plain if we did not take those names off . 

Mr. CORSER: I complain of the provision 
which enables those names to be placed on 
the roll when "thev are not entitled to be 
there. \Ye know that at the last elections 
quite a nun1ber of men were workin~ at 
one time on a particular railway line and 
"ere then shifted across the boundary a.nd 
,-.ore on the roll for two electorates. We 
know that there are shearers, canecutters, 
aJ,d other seasonal workers who for a por­
tion of the yea'l' may be working on main 
roctds work or railway construction, and 
whose names are probably on two rolls . 
Persons applying for enrolment should be 
ccmpelkd to say on which roll they were 
la,t enrolled. It is possible for an elector 
io be wiped off one roll and still to be on 
two other rolls. There should be a safer 
s':sten1 than '3he one existing at the present 
tim£'. There should be an inquiry much 
more in keeping with the inquirie' made by 
thP Federal elcctoml authoritiee. V'le on this 
side only want a fair and just roll. 'VVe do 
not want any roll-stuffing. We have been 
the victims of that sort of ~hing too long to 
<h;sire t<, " put it over" the other feliow. 
We on!~· ask for a fair go. We. have pointed 
out ·rcneatedlv that the Governmrnt have 
tieliber[Itely !)laced on the sta~ute-bcok a 
measure which will permit of a person being 
')Il ·two or three roils at the one time. That 
is proved by the fact that, after our criticism 
following the last elections, the Minister took 
steps to ·wipe 41,000 names off the roll. The 
Secretarv for Public Lands had his name 
on th roe' rolls, and the Home Secretary also 
had his name on two or three rolls They 
c.re people that we know. It is hard to 
trace an individual like a canecutter, shearer, 
er railwav \vorker who may have hjs name 
on more 1:olls than' one. If an individual well 
knmYn to this Chamber or a big business man 
had his name on two rolls, he would be 
recognised when he went to the pol]ing­
h)Qth; but you cannot recognise people who 
nre not known in the locality, and who claim 
the right to vote when they are on the ·roll. 
\Ve only \vant a. fair roll, and we again 
appeal to the Minister •to give us that, so 
that it will not be necessary for him, after 
the next election, to remove from the rolls 
another 41,000 people who proved of the 
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utmost use to him during the campmgn, but 
whos<' votes are no longer require-i by the 
Government. 

. Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): It is very 
mterestmg to hear hon. members opposite 
talkmg about desiring a clean electoral roll. 
1 wco:Ject the Electoral Act which hon mem­
bers opposite desired to keep in operation 
aft(·r the 1915 elections. Under ~h"Lt Act a 
worker was struck off the roll after he left 
hi~ home. No nomadic worker was per­
rmtted !0 eJ>rol rf he lived in a tent as it 
was claimed that he had no pl~ce of 
n'srdel_lCC. That rs the idea of making a roll 
a,• desrred by hon. members opposite. 

Mr. KING: That is not true. 

Mr. CA.RTER: It is absolutely true. '!118 
n.ten resrdmg !n tents carrying on the duplica­
tion of ~he rarlway line between Brisbane and 
Caboolture were prevented from enrolling 
because they wore living in tents. 

Mr. CORSER: Because they were enrolled 
elsewhere. 

:Yir. CARTER: Their names were not ou 
the roll for another place. Their names had 
been struck off the roll in Brisbane because 
they wer., away from home but the• w·cre 
not allowed to enrol at C~boolture. • Tbev 
made application for enrolment there and 
all the eYidence existed that thev were ~here· 
but, because they lived in tents under th~ 
Elections Act of the day they were not 
allowed to become electors. Hon. members 
opposrte have talked about a desire on their 
part to sec. fair play, and to see that every 
person entrtled to be enrolled is enrolled. 
I carefully go through the roll for the Port 
Cur;trs electorate every year and compare it 
wrt,l the Federal roll, and, as a result, three 
or four hundred names arc O'enerallv added 
to the Federal roll. The Sta!:e rolls are kept 
r-crfc~dly clean by the police. ''~'hen a peroon 
on t11c, Federal roll changes his residence 
w1thrn the electorate, his name is usually 
C'ra.sPd unless an apr:lication is 1nade to change 
the add re''; but, rf an elector mm-es from 
ono divi,ion to another within a State ele.c­
torate and .still remains within the elector~ to. 
h1s name rs kept on the roll. I will givE• 
an mstance. If a person is on the Federal 
roll for Gin Gin in the Gapricornia electorate 
and removes to the Gladstone division without 
rn k1n.g- the Ile.cessary application to changf' 
the ar~drc:ss. hrs name is taken off the roll. 
:~-h(lrcas. 1f fmch .a change of address is mad" 
m the P"'ort Curtrs electorat0. he still remains 
on the d'.'te roll. That IS how the changes 
rec.ult. which the hon. member for East Too­
,, oon1ba_ spoke ab~ut. Tho changes do not 
'"'' cssrtnlv mean that. the Federal roll is anv 
cleaner. I am satisned that el0ctor· arc ven· 
punctillious. about getting on the roll. I d~) 
n~t thrnk m the next el0ctiom that tl10rc 
wrll be six people .in the whole o{ QI1conslanrl 
or srxtv people m the whole of Australi;· 
'"ho wili vote twice. It is a serious offencr, 
to <!o so. and th0 offender can be severelv 
punrshcd. The chief complaint is thot man~· 
c!pdors. do .not vote at all. At the recci1t 
hv-r'lectron m Mcrthn· for the Greater Bri-­
ll<llie Councrl lcH than 75 per rent. of the 
el;,dor' votcd. At the last State electic,r 
!!4 r•<·r r.ont. of the electors of Port Curtis 
YOtcd. That v:as on account of the yerv 
strenuous canv~s made in the electorate by 
th,, thre,, ~and1datcs who contested the seat 
In rr 1 v opuuon net one d;~honest vote was 
<east for anv of the candidates. I am sure 
that no person voted twice in that eiectorate. 

Mr. 1\iOORE: How are you sure? 

Mr. CARTER: Because I V8rv carefullv 
went through the roll to see. There was a 
:·cry capable returning officer for Port Curtis 
m Mr. Knyvett. He went through the roll 
very carefully, as it is his business to do so. 
If ~ person was suspected of voting twice, :; 
notrce of explanation would be sened on him 
The fact that. 94 ]Jer cent. of the J?eople o~ 
the roll voted rs evrdence that thorc Is nothino­
wrong with the roll. If any hon. membe~ 
tncd la" December to get a copv of the 
Federal roll he would have found" that th•:o 
latest roll was two years old. You could not 
I;(O to the Federal authorities to get any 
:~<formatiOn. Even now the roll is twelva 
monr!Js old. That is in direct contrast with 
the State roll. Supplementary lists are issued 
by the State every q.uarter, and in this manner 
the rolls are kept up to concert pitch. I 
am sat1sfied the polic·e will not deliberatelv 
enrol people who should not be enrolled and 
mostly the enrolrnents in Queensland' are 
made through the police. I am quite satisfied 
th,~ end0avour of the Government is to gi "'' 
'very nerson a vote if he is entitled to that 
v~te. There are some people living at Dun­
wrch and who come from electorates renre­
sentecl by many different members. \Vhv 
should those unfortunate people be taken off 
thC' roll because the~- are at Dunwich? They, 
<";en- worker. and everybody else with the 
nccessar,· qualifications should have a right to 
\"OtP. ~ 

:'llr. ::YIAXWELL: And they have it. 

:'IIr. CARTER: I know, but hon. mE'mbeB 
opp< "it<- would takP it. from them if they 
eoulcl. That rs what they term "cleaning 
the roll." 

:'liir. J\lAXWELL: Rubbish. 
. :.\Ir. CARTER: There is no rubbish about 
rt. I recollect that. just after t.he Elections 
Act. of 1915 came into operation. an influ­
cntra] person in my district, who had no love 
for th1s Government or for me, thought he 
would have the roll purified. There was 
unc placP where thirt.y or more people were 
01np1o~" o~l. ancl thi:- nu1n sent up the nar11es of 
those thrrt.v men and lodged objection card< 
wtth the clerk of petty sessions of Gladstone: 
but, when he found he had to put up so much 
money- w1th each lodgment and was liable to 
a fme if those peonle were illegally knoeked 
off the roll. he withdrew. That is "what hm1. 
rnr•mbers mean hy purifying the rolls. It is 
what we used to call "Bulcoeking." Hon. 
m0mhers opposite know that the nrnnadi,• 
population is represented chiAlh bv Labour 
supporters. Those men are ent1tled to their 
Yotcs just as ffillch as anv hon. mcn1her in 
this Clu,mbcr. It. is the· endeavour of this 
C~0YC'rn:rncnt to gin:- E'Yer:-~ 0l0ctor a vote. and 
'-d10th0r he may have moYed frorn ono diYision 
to another or not he lms a right to vote in 
what<:ver electorat0 he may be living. ~.\fter 
cxar1rmng- most of th0 el0ctoral roll, ami 
'HtPms in fore0 in Auetralia and ::'\c"· Zea­
l: ''d I am satisfied we have one of t.he finest 
'> t;ms of cnrollin.e: peopl0 an~ giving people 
a rl1ance to Yote that cxi~ts 1n anv countrv 
i11 th·' ,, orld. . -

ThL"• b·::m. rt'CiuhE'r for Burnctt mad0 the 
'-tHtcnJcnt t~1nt clain1ants for 0nrohncnt on 
tl;" SL:te i'Gll were not romjwlled to etate 
\YlWl':' 1hcv ,,·ere enrolled nt son1e prior time. 
Tbc,· have t0 do so. Item 10 on the ekctoral 
cn~:('llnH Pt rard read,:-

,, I ;vas last enrolled for the Electoral 
Di-t:·ict of Division of as 
residing at ., 

:'\othinc- could lw clearer than that. 
}ir. ROBERTS: The:-- do not answer it. 

Mr. Carter.] 
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Mr. CARTER: A dishonest man would not, 
therefore I suppose the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba is s1waking for his friends. 
Spf'nking for my friends, I know they do. 
Wh<>never I have filled in these forms I have 
IrHtdr> u point of seeing that that item j, 
il!le,l in. as I know its value to the Electoral 
R<gistrer. !• enables him immediatelv to 
clean the roll at the: previous place of eill'ol­
mr·nt.. and it is an excellent svstem. I am 
sat.idied that there is not 1 per cent. of the 
people enrolling who do not till in that item, 
tht" c-nahling the rolls for other electorates 
t,J ~)C dc:1:Jcd. 

:\1r. KIXG (Lo!fan): The first time I cam<c 
to thi. ('h~rnber I heard statements made by 
hon. nwmbers opp•)sit0 to the effect that thnv 
we-r{• alway.:'i out to !'E:'Cure a r::ure roll and 
stntements from this side of the Clw.mbe•· 
t}Yt :t j;:; ahvays irnpossibl(' to secure a pur<~ 
rol!. The same thing existo to-day, and th,, 
cornp~:tints that \VE'l'l' made thi::; afternoon 
are ,, ell founded. 

Th ~, hon. !Jlf•Jni, r for Port Curtis made 
son1r• remarks about the fact that yeJ .. rs ago .. 
t.nder ,, hat he called the old Torv GoYr:m· 
ln('nt. it was in1possible for a nian liYing· 
in a tent to get on the roll. That remark 
is simply humbug and pifHc. They could gN 
CJn the 1u!l. 

The SECREnRY FOR PUBLIC '\VORKS: I say 
they could not get on the roll. 

:\1r. KING: I say they could get on the 
roll. All they had to do was to say that the 
tent was their residence and thev would be 
entitled to get on the roll; but, if they 

had a home somewhere elsP, 
[3.30 p.m.] they certainly could not g:et on 

the roll for that tent residence 
as well. They could only get on the roll 
for the place w.here they usually resided. 

The hon. member also said something 
about members on this side strongly object­
ing to and would prevent the inmates of 
Dunwich from having a vote. 

Mr. CARTER: I did not say that. 

:\Ir. KING: The hon. member said tha.t. 
if we had our way, we would not give them 
a Yote. 

Mr. CARTER: I said if they were on t.he 
roll where they did not reside. 

The CHAIRMAJ\' : Order : 
:\Ir. KIKG: The men at Dunwich have 

a vot.c in respect of the place whence they 
came. It would be unfair to allow them 
to have a vote for Dunwich. That would 
be a very wrong principle, consequently the 
practice is followed of allowing them to 
have a vote for the districts from which 
the~· came. That is a perfectly fair system. 
Hon. members on the other side say that 
they want a pure roll ; but how far are they 
assisting to get a pure roll? How is it 
possible to trace case; of impersona.tion and 
cas<"' of double-voting? What are they 
doing to prevent these things happening? 
They do happen, as everyane knows. I have 
had ca>es in mv electorate. I have had a noti­
fication from · the rcturni·ng officer in my 
electorate that so many persons have voted 
twice. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know the 
·explanation of that. 

~1r. KING: No. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will explain to 
you. 

[Jfr. Oarhr. 

The CHAIR:\IA~: Order! I am not 
goir;g to permit any more speeches to be 
maae bv way of interjection. Every hon. 
member' can 'take the opportunity of speak­
ing if he so desires, but not by way of 
interjection. 

Mr. KING: I have had notifications from 
the electora.l officer in my electorate that 
persons have voted tw_ice and in .some cases 
rhrce times. How 1s that gomg to be 
traced? If the Government arc earnest m 
regard to getting clean rolls, the propel; 
thing is to amend the Act so that cases or 
impersonation or double-v:otmg will not . be 
difficult to trace and pumsh. Under exist· 
ing conditions it is very easy for a. person 
to vote twice without being discovered. 
Unless the person is well-known and can 
be identified, it is impossible to prove 
double-voting. If the Act was tightened up 
a bit. we would be able to get far more 
,,qtisfactorv results, and it is the duty of 
the l~overnment to do ovt)rything they pos­
siblv can to prevent doubl3-voting and 
im1;ersonation in order to secure the true 
verdict of the people at a. general electiOn. 

J\h. HARTLEY (Pitzroy): It is amusing 
vear dter vear to hear this cry about cleans­
}ng the r~ll. about getting a roll so that 
C'\'ervbodv ahall have one vote, and so tha•~ 
nob~dy shall ha.ve an opportunity of ':oting 
in more than one electorate. Just pnor to 
the 1915 election6, when this Government 
came into power, the Ministers of the then 
Tol'V party-there are very fe>v left on the 
other sid<:'-did everything possible to remove 
workers from the roll, and they did remove 
a great number of workers froln the roll. 
I remember the old application form had 
something like eighteen or twenty fool_ish 
questions on it to try to prevent men gettmg 
on the roll. It was not a form to get men 
on the roll bnt to prevent them getting on 
the roll. 'fhev asked whether the applica.nt 
was a British subject, and, if he was a 
Britis.h ;;ubject, where he was born. Very 
often thev rejected the application because 
the man 'had forgotten to fill in the name 
of the place where he was born. Then they 
a.skcd him his age, and lower down the year 
he was born. Perhaps the age that he gave 
did not correspond with the date of his 
birthdaY and the year he wa.s born, and then 
thev would make the application informal 
and not put him on the roll. 

They were pa~rticularly severe with regard 
to t.he nomadic population. About two weeks 
before the closing of the roll the Electoral 
Office in Brisbane would send to Rock 
hampton a list of 300 or 400 names on th<> 
rolls for the electorates of Rockhampton, 
Filzroy. and ::\'ormanby, respectively, with 
instruction, to inquire into the cases of those 
people. and. if they had not a fixed resi· 
,,,_,nee, to strike them off the roll. I rememher 
co-operating with the hon. member for Nor­
manbv. who was then a Labour candidate, 
and ":c got 200 names of people in his electo­
rate and 300 names of people in my electorate 
whieh the Government had struck off put 
back on th<' roll. There was no attempt 
made to get people on the roll ; the idea was 
to keep working men off and keep wealthy 
people on the roll so as to keep the then 
Government in. I am satisfied t.hat we have 
a purer system of compiling the rolls and 
of Yoting in Queensland to-day than ever 
we had before, and the State roll far out­
classes the Commonwealth roll as an authen­
ti-c document showing who are living in a.n 
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r,,\ectol'atc and what their occupations are. 
It is absurd for hon. members opposite to 
mislead the public-it is only an election 
dodge-by telling them that they desire to 
see men on the roll. A totally different 
'ystem obtains in regard to the compilation 
·6f the Federal roll. It is no wonder there 
1\rc mistakes in the compilation of that roll. 
A person has only to go away from his 
residence to stay at a boarding-house at 
the seaside or be a fe>Y weeks away from 
ti1e town and forget to notify his change of 
addresB, and, when the postman comes to 
the door and finds him awav, his name is 
.~imply marked as haYing left 'that electorate. 
If he tells someone to notifv the electoral 
dficer of hi; change of address, nine times 
ont of ten they do not giYe the notification. 
and he is struck off the roll. T.hat is why 
there is such a discrepancy between the 
State roll and the Federal roll. 

The hon. member for Logan talked about 
the duplication of names on the roll. In 
n:y opinion there is very little double-voting. 
I think that the so-called cases of double­
Yoting are due to mistakes made by the 
t•Oll elerks. There arc numbers of people 
on the roll with the >"ame surname, and often 
with the same christian name. A mother and 
daughter mav have the same name and there 
ruay be nothing to distinguish them, as their 
ltddress and occupation may be the same. 
l am satisfied that the svstem we have in 
cpcration in Queensland 1s the best system 
of Yoting for people who are entitled to 
YOte. There is an explanation in regard to 
iiw 528 names of people at Toowoomba who 
{iid )lOt return an answer to the letters sent 
.t•J them. There mav haYe been some who 
disregarded the lettero, but the probability 
L- that they were seasonal workers in North, 
Central. or V\~ estern Queensland, either in 
the sugar or shearing industries, and the 
L'.'iification asking them to explain why they 
<l!d not vote would not reach them in time 
tJ make it worth while answering. 

Mr. PETERSON (Normanby): Whilst the 
hou. member for Port Curt.is may be quite 
nght m hrs statement that voters were dis­
franchised because tl1ey could not get on 
the roll· at Caboolture in 1915-I am not 
in a position to refute the hon. member's 
explanation in that regard-I can say 
that in 1915 I put on the roll of the 
::\ormanby electorate about 114 people 
living in t-ents. In that case they 
had been removed from the Keppel 
electorat.e and had been in the Normanbv 
electorate for about two months; oonsequentiv 
bo objection was raised by Mr. Archdalf, 
'' ho was the police magistrate adjudicating 
nn the claim". I think th<> hon. member for 
Fitzrov can bear me out in what I am 
going 'to say wit.h regard to the construction 
workers on the North Coast Railway and in 
the .1\ormanby electorate in 1915. At that 
t~n1e there \v£:..s a certain a1nount of jealousy 
u''out the number of construction workers 
' ho should be on certain rolls. I had 
experience in bot.h the :vlirani and the Keppel 
<·ic'ctoratcs. A number came over into the 
Sorma,nbY electorate about two months be­
fm·e the 'last da:- for enrolment, and they 
kere put on the roll. They were from thE> 
K<>ppel electorate, and. so far as I know, 
there was no object.ion at that time. So 
much for that. 

'Ve have hoard a. lot this afternoon about 
the right of all Queenslanders to have a sav 
in the government of tlwir country as elec-

tors. Whilst I agree that every able-bodied 
man or woman has a right f.o the franchise 
and that no law should be passed to prevent 
them exercising it, whether they be nomads 
or not, at eYcry election a larger number of 
respectable citizens are disfranchised through 
no fault of their own. I brought this mat.ter 
up on the Estimates last year. In the Nor­
manbv eicdorate the polling-booth< arc as 
much .. as 100 miles apart, and sometimes, be­
cause there happen., to have been a couple 
of inc·hcs of rain before tho election, vot.ers 
cannot get to the nearest booth. That is 
because hon. members opposite will not per· 
mit a system of postal voting in country 
districts. Those hon. members never rise in 
their places and say t.hat men who are pre­
,-ented bv adver·se wet weather condiitons 
from WJi;:,g 100 or 150 miles to the booth 
'hould be allowed to vote in son,e other 
rnanner. 

The CHAIR:\LAN : I would ask the hon. 
m~mbrr to conrlC'ct his remarks with the 
YOte. 

;'vJr. PE'l'ERSOI\: I shall do it in this 
wa;·. On the vote last year I asked the 
:\ImistPr to make some provision that these 
people ;,hould not be disfranchised after they 
haYe become enrolled, and I crave your per­
mif,ion. Mr. Pollock, to bring it under the 
notice of the Attorney-General, because, when 
he looks at thp matter fairly and squarely, 
I am sure t.hat he will admit that they have 
a right to vote. I know of 1nen who are 
living· on stations and who havo been deprived 
of the right to vote by wet weather. They 
cannot take a motor-car or a cab, so they 
ha ,-e not been able to vote at all. I can 
quit.c understand that it may not be necessary 
to have a postal Yote in the city, where there 
j .. a polling-booth at every corner. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope that 
the hon. member will not pursue that line of 
argurncnt. 

Mr. PETERSON: I shall bow to your 
ruling, :\lr. Pollock, and, perhaps, at anot.her 
strrre I will be in order. I have no objection 
to ha Yi ng the roll as full as possible. I 
have alwavs stood for the fullest rights from 
a franchis~ standpoint, and no .-ote of mine 
will be given to prevent that. I consider, 
bowcYer, that, after a person has been out 
of an electorate for five or six vears at least, 
the opportunity should be giyen him by the 
Electoral Office to get on his proper roll. I say 
quite tandidly that I have the names of three 
ex-construction workers deliberately kept on 
the ::\ormanby roll so that they can vote 
for me at the elections. These three men 
haYe been out of the Normanby electorate 
for five vears. One is in the J ulia Creek 
district, another in Brisbane, and the other 
in Bnndaborg. under t.he law these men 
can retain their names on the Normanby 
rolL In future I am going to advise all my 
snpporters who mig1·ate from the Normanby 
electorate to keep their names on the Nor­
manbv roll to counteract the effect of those 
who are dumped into the Normanby electo­
rate on the eve of an election. I think it 
is a fair thing under the circumstances to do 
that. In adopting that course we can check­
mate Miniskrs in any action they may take 
to ""!amp an electorate at a particular time. 
So long as that loophole remains in the law. 
I intend to take ad.-antage of it. 

:\fr. KERR (Enoqoern): \Ye all agree that 
every man and 1\0man is entitled to the 

Mr. Kerr.l 
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right to Yote, but that right does not obtain 
to-day in Queensland. Last election I sent 
a circular to every elector in my electorat-e, 
and from 600 to 700 envelopes were returned 
to me marked "Dead," "Left," or'" Not 
known." It has been contended that pro­
bably those persons voted in another elec­
torate. The returning officer for the dist-rict 
was kind enough to send to me what is 
known as a marked roll, showing all the 
persons who had recorded their vote in the 
Enoggcra electorate. I compared the enve­
lopes returned tD me and found that the 
majorit-y of the addressees had not voted at 
all. If that is the case, are those people 
obtaining any benefit by being permitted to 
remain on the roll? I say they are not 
receiving any benefit, because they are not 
taking any advantage of their right. Then 
again, t.hcre is the danger that a loophole for 
double voting is created. That is a thing 
we mnst avoid, and the law is entirely wrong 
if it permits of such a possibility. 

:Mr. CoLLINS: They might have been living 
in adjoining electorates. 

::\Ir. KERR: They cannot be on two rolls. 
Mr. COLLINS: No. 

:Mr. KERR : They did not vote in the 
Enoggera electorat.e. 

::Vlr. MAXWELL: They can be on two rolls. 

J\ir. KERR: I know of cases where names 
have b"een on two rolls but that is more or 
less a mistake. I cannot see why people 
should be on two rolls. It cannot legally be 
done. They can leave the district for which 
they are enrolled and Dthers can vote in that 
electorate in their place. -

GovERN}iENT ME~iBERS: No. 

:Mr. KERR: That is what is happening. 
I kno>v of cases whore it has happened. 

J\Ir. CoLLINS: You have an evil mind. 

-:\1r. KERR: What we desire in Queens­
land is to have a cleansing of the_, rolls to 
prevent duplicate voting and other evils. 
If people leave the electDrate and do not 
bother t-o have their names enrolled in the 
new electorate, then they should not be con­
sidered. One of the greatest rights of tho 
people is the right to vote, and, if the people 
a r(' not sufficientl v concerned to have 
their name on the correct roll, then Parlia­
ment should take no responsibility in the 
matte~·· It is their fault entirely if they 
are disfranchised, and they do not deserve 
to have the right to vote. The Common­
wealth met-hod of cleaning a roll by deleting 
the name is much better than the one the 
State has adopted. 'l'he State rolls are in 
a JcnlornblP condition. Through my own 
personal en<orgy, I have assisted in cleansing 
the roll of the Enoggera electorate and 
what is happening in one electorate i~ hap­
pening in another. Sufficient appropriation 
should be allowed to enable the Government. 
to thoroughly m·erhaul the rolls. I cannot 
srp why the ta,xpayers should pay for printing 
;;eparaic rolls for the Federal and State Go­
Yernmcnts. There must be some reason for 
it. Conferences have taken place between 
the Commonwealth Government and the vari­
ous Premiers and Attornev-Gcnerals of the 
States for the purpose of preventing the 
o.-erlapping and duplication of electoral rolls 
Rnd \vith .a. view t.o saving unnecessary costs: 
\Yh,· has Queensland refrained from entcr-

[Mr. Kerr. 

ing into an agreement. with the Common­
wealth Government to have a common roll? 
It is a small matter. Have the Government 
retained the right of issuing a separate State 
roll for ulterior purposes? There must be 
some nigger in the wood pile. Why will they 
not work in harmonv with the Commonwealth 
Government in this matter? The Queensland 
Government ha.-e adopted a dog-in-the­
manger attitude on the question. It is not 
incorrect for me to say that our rolls are 
in a deplorable condition, and it is surely 
the duty of the Legislature to remedy such 
an undesirable condition of affairs. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood) : The hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat 
declared that the State rolls should be purged 
because they are not clean, and that there 
should be some system whereby every elec­
tor can record a vote. He also said that 
he believed in every man recording his vote 
according to the dictates of his conscience. 
Let me remind the hon. gentleman that 
from 1915 or 1916 until 1918 i.he very National 
Government in the Federal Parliament that 
he supports refused to natural-born and: 
naturalised citizens of this State the right 
to record their votes. It is only hypocrisy 
for the hon. member a·nd his supporters to 
declare that they are in favour of giving 
a vote to everv adult male or female. The 
::-Jational Federal Gon'rnment deprived those 
citizens I haw nw;Jtioned the right of a 
voice in the Government of the countrv. 
The hon. member has asked that the rolls 
should be purged and mack clean, a·nd has 
admitted that lw took an active part in 
removing hundreds of names from the roll 
of his electorate. Why did he do that? 
Does the hon. membei· mean to tell me 
that he would have those names removed if 
they were likely to .-ote Nationalist? 

l\1r. KERR: How am I h1 know how thej' 
would vote? 

Mr. W. COOPER : Of course he would 
not. The hon. member would remove only 
the names of worker;;. a·nd those who would 
not be likely to vote for him or his party. 

Mr. KERR: Nonsense: 
Mr. W. COOPER: Every man born in 

Australia and every man who is a naturalised 
citizen of the Commonwealth of Australia 
has a perfect right +o Yote, no matter where 
hP is. \Ve have nwn moving from one 
place to a·nother, and tlwy should have a 
right to vote in an,· electorate they feeT 
inclined to vote in and for any person they 
feel inclined to Yote for. If a m an were 
liYing in the electorate of the hon. member 
for Enoggera and had a sne1king regard 
for him-and I oaY there :tre not manv of 
them-h,, "·onld have a perfect right to 
record his Yote for the hon. member and to 
have an opportunity to dect the ma.n he 
wi;;lws to make tlw laws and conditions unde,­
which he liwe. L:ndoubtedly the men who 
are returned to thi' Legislative Assembly 
are the men who l~rin<;" into existence the 
laws and conditions under which the people 
liYe. Unless he has the privilege of voting 
in the direction most ouitable to his welfare 
hP might as well be put in a compound­
'"h£'rc the hon. 1n0n1ber for Enogr;era. 
would put him if he harl the opportunit''. 

:VIr. KERR: ~onsensr 

:Mr. W. COOPER: Th0 QuecnelaEd State 
rolh are as clean as the rolls in anv Star•' 
in Australia. ::\o mw can tell n1e the.t 



Supply. [8 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1145 

the members of this party have endeavoured 
to secure for themselves an unfair advan· 
tag-e bv the use of a iniquitom system 
of roll-stuffing. I do not believe anything 
of the kin<L The Department of Justice 
has instructed the police to collect names 
and endeavour as far as pos,ible to enrol every 
man and woman living in every district. 
If I have a son living in some other district 
but his homo is at my home, he has a perfect 
right to be enrolled in the electorate in 
which his home is. 

Mr. KERR: There is nothing wrong with 
that. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I have it at first-hand 
that at the last Rosewood election among 
the absentee votes recorded forty-two were 
practically dishonest and fraudulent, and 
they were certified to by men who had no 
right to put their names to the certificate. 
I secured that information from the return­
ing officer in Rosewood, and also the fact 
thet not one of those votes were recorded 
in mv favour. If we are to establi~h a 
system of that ·nature, it is time something 
wa> done. 'fhough hon. members opposite 
are afraid of the men enrolled in their electo­
rates, surely to God thev must admit that 
those men have a rigllt to record their 
votes in the direction they think fit. I have 
no objection to any man voting against me, 
)out I do object to a man becoming enrolled 
m my electorate under a fraudulent system. 
So far as the electoral officers and the 
returning officer in my electorate are con­
cerned many of them do not, and would 
not, vote for me. In every polling-booth 
m my electorate at the last election I 
received the courtesy and fair play that 
'hould be extended to any man and I say. 

in all fairness to myself that I 
[4 p.m.] never went into more than one 

polling. booth to record my vote. 
I hope the Minister will take into considera­
tion t~e advisableness of seeing that every 
man JS on the roll, and that every man, 
regardless of what he may be, is given an 
opportumty to vote. 

I heard the hon. member for Normanby 
say that wet weather intervened. and that 
nwn were unable to get to the polling-booth. 
That Js no fault of the Minister's as the Act 
provides an opportunity for ev~ry man to 
record his vote. It is the misfortune of 
rhose m·'n who are placed in that unfortunate 
position, but the Minister mio-ht take into 
consideration the qtiestion of establishing 
closer polling-booths to give every man a 
eh tncc to vote. I hope the Minister will con­
si_d~r from ever~ :'spect the question of pro­
vuhnc: OJ?portur.Jties so t~at every man will 
have a nght to record his vote provided he 
is a British snbject, a naturalised British 
subject., or a native of Queensland or Aus­
tralia. 

::\Ir. WEIR (Mar~Jborough) : I desire to 
make a few comments on the remarks of the 
hon. membm· for Enoggera. I cannot con­
ceiYe that his remarks can be verified. He 
made the sLtement here to-day that he had 
boon personally responsible for having elimi­
nated fwm his roll over lOO names. If that 
is true, it means two things. It means first 
of all, that the officer responsible for' that 
particular roll is not doing his duty and 
'hould not be there. It might also 'mean 
that the hon. member and that officer are 
acting in collusion, and therefore the officer 
shonl d not be there. It is a very ,,crious 

charge, and I trust the Minister will investi­
gate the matter to the fullest extent. Clause 
31 of the Elections Act provides-

" Any name on a roll may be objected 
to by objection in writing lodged with 
or m.vde by the Electoral Registrar : 

" Provided that a sum of 5s. shall be 
deposited in respect of each objection 
lodged by any person other than the 
Electonl Registrar or a prescribed 
officer." 

It sho>Jld not be very difficult to prove the 
hon. member's contention, because in that 
case he must have deposited 5s. a head for 
each of the names objected to. I assume 
they were valid objections, and that hE· 
deposited the 5s. a head. If he did deposit 
the 5s. a head, the returning officer was not 
doing his dnty, .and, i,f he did not lodge the 
5s. a head, why did he not do· so? 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: What is to stop 
him from informing the police? 

Mr. WEIR: This is a definite statement 
that I do not want the Committee to lose 
sight of, and I am going to add my suggPs­
tion to that statement of his, which I believe 
is the right one. I believe he is responsible 
for going out of his way to remov0 Labour 
voters from the roll, and I believe that is 
whv he is a member of this House. If we 
go· further, we find that subsection (3) of 
section 32 <Jf the Act provides-

" An objection on the ground that a 
person does not live in a district for 
which he is enrolled shall be deemed not 
to be good unless it alleges that the 
person objected to-

(a) Does not live in the district, and 
does not live in Queensland ; or 

(b) Does not live in the district. and 
has obtained enrolment for some other 
district." 

Those are valid objections. and if thosE> 
objections can be sustained there is nothing 
seriouslv wrong with it. I would remind this 
Committee that the initial step must be 
taken by the person himself and not by the 
member, and therefore again the hon. mem­
ber was butting into a business he had no 
right to interfere with. I do not know of 
anv man in this Chamber who can claim 
rhat he watches his roll closer than I do. 
I have a c<.~rd sy•stem in my office, where I 
have a record of every voter on the Mary­
borough roll. I have been of material assist­
ance to the Federal enrolment. I am not 
saying this to boost my case, because I am 
in a favoured position in that the extreme 
boundaries of mv electorat-e are about 1~ 
miles apart. · 

Unlike anv other electorate I know of in 
Queensland, "every worker on my roll works 
r,t somethmg in the electorate, anrl not 
outsi·dc. I do not think that happens in any 
other electorate in Queensland. Take some 
of the electorates in the Brisbane area, for 
instance, such as South Brisbane and 
Kurilpa. The electors may live there and 
work at Northgate Junction, but it is quite 
different in my electorate. The men there 
work in the sawmills, at Walkers Limited. on 
the railway~, or in some other industr:-· 
within the four walls of the city boundaries. 
That is the reason why I can keep the card 
system I have in operation so complete, and 
not because of any special qualification on 
my part. I have proved how complete a 

Mr. Weir.] 
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man can keep his· own roll if he wants to do 
'-O. I claim that my card system is "the be,t in 
the State, because it is governed by the con­
ditions I have mentioned, which do not obtain 
in any other place. Take the unions, for 
instance. Periodically I get a. statement from 
the secretary of the Australian Engineers' 
"l'nion. He gives me the names of the men 
"·ha have been working on engine construc­
tron at ·walkers Limited and have left 
}1aryborough. If thev have neglected their 
duty in regard to the "matter, it becomes my 
duty to prompt the man who is keeping the 
roll. and tell him what he does not know; 
~nd in ma10y cases the Federal officers have 
asked me to give them these notifications. I 
have no reason to interfere with the roll. If 
the officers responsible for the roll in Mary­
borough ·wanted me to direct them with 
regard to the d<:aths in Maryborough, they 
would not be domg their duty, because they 
haYo access to the records of deaths in t:he 
office of the Registrar of Births, Deaths and 
}1arriages. The fact that any hon. me'mber 
ca,n g·et up in this Chamber m1d claim that 
11e has been personally responsible for olimi­
natmg hundreds of names from his roll 
n npears to me to savour of corruption, and 
the matter shoul·d be inquired into. I trust 
that the Minister will Gnd out from the 
officers ol: the department whether the state­
lll0nt of the hon. member for Enoggera is 
correct, and, rf so, whether there was any 
collusion between the hon. member and the 
,,ffirel· responsible. I view the matter verv 
-<eriously, "nd I trust that the ::Ylinister will 
iHqnire into it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
}lullan, F'linders): Like the hon. member 
for Maryborough, I was astounded at the 
>tatement made by the hon. member for 
Enoggera, and I shall certainly take imme­
diate steps to investigate and put to the test 
the accuracy or otherwise of the statement. 

Item (Electoral Registration) agreed to. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
}lullan, F'linders) : I beg to move-

" That £1,770 be granted for 'Friendly 
Societies.' " 

:VIr. McLACHLAN (M erthy·r) : This is one 
of the sub·departments of the State in which 
I take a particular interest. It controls the 
friendly soeiet.y movement in Queensland, and 
anyo"e who has taken any interest in that 
movement in this State or the Commonwealth 
general!:; knows the remarkably good work 
that is being done for the State of Queens­
land by those engaged in friendly society 
work. I regret, as I have said on previous 
occasions, that this sub-department is not 
being given the prominence whirh in mY 
opinion, it should get by reason of it~ import­
ance to the people of Queensland. The time 
was when the friendly societies came under 
a separate branch, controllod by the Regis­
trar of Friendlv Societies, and the operations 
of his s'aff and hims-elf were confined whollv 
c"d solclv to friendly society work. At the 
rime when Mr. Rendle. the late Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. relinquished that position, 
the Government deemed it \vise not to con­
tinue the administration of the sub-depart­
lllP!lt separately. but to place it under the 
control of the Registrar-General. For JYir. 
Porter. as Registrar of Friendly Societies. I 

IJlr. Weir. 

haYc nothing but the highest prais~. I kno.w 
that he has takea a very keen mterest m 
the fri,mdly society movement. He is a 
friendly societv man himself, and for a long 
time prior to. taking charge he acquainted 
himself with the ramifications of the move­
ment in Queensland. He has put a lot of 
enero·v and labour into the office which has 
been°.placed upon him in additio:> to the 
other matters under the control of Ius depart­
lncnt; but, in my opinion, the Governn1ent 
clid not recognise in a monetary sense the 
great a-dditional work which they put on hts 
shoulders. I hope the Government will not 
lose sight of 1 he importance of the office. 
and eyen though they have discontinued it 
as a separate sub-department and have trans­
ferred it to the Registrar-General's Depart­
ment thev will not in anv way minimise the 
importance of its work. · 

I would aloo like to say a word or two for 
:C,Ir. Dalev who takes upon his shoulder; a 
big share· ~f the friendly society work. He 
·:as ne-zt in charge when Mr. Scott was 
lleputy Registrar, but that office has now 
been abolishe-d, and, whilst Mr. Duley has 
received an increased classific:ttion, I am of 
the opinion that the work is so important 
that }1r. Porter is entitl-ed to have a deput)·. 
and that J\Ir. Daley should be appointNl to 
that position. ~1r. Daley, as ;veil as Mr. 
Porter comes mto contact wtth a great 
amount of the friendly society work in this 
State, and, speaking as one who for a. gruat 
number of vears occupied the position of 
spcretarv to ~ne of the largest friendlv society 
organisations in the State, I have first-hand 
information as to the great amount of work 
he has done for the movement. There have 
been occasions since the transfer of the 
department from the management of the 
Registrar of Fricndh· Societies to the man­
agement of the Registrar-General when Ml'. 
Dalcv has acted as deputv during 1he absence 
of Mr. Porter, end evidently his abilitv is 
such that he is fitted for the position. I hope 
the Attornev-Gencral will look into this mat­
ter with a ~-iew to seeing if it is not possible 
to attach to the friendlv society work the 
importance which it r-eally warrants. 

Generally we. have th~ .rep.ort: of the 
RciTistrar of Frrendly Socrehes m our hands 
wh~n we are discussing this Estimate. On 
1 his occasion we have not got that repor~. 
T am not attaching any blame to the office 
on that account. This year, perhaps, we are 
c1iscussing these Estimates earlier than U''ual. 
T recognise that. there has been a. consrderable 
a moun: of extra. work thrown on the depart­
ment b,- reason of the Act which was passed 
Jact w'ar altering the date for furnishing 
rdurns from the various societies from 31st 
1Jerember to 30th June, thereby throwing 
t:non the office a considerabh addditiCJnal 
:1;nount of work. VVith a view to ascertain­
ing the position concerning the mernbership 
and the capital of the various friendly 
wcieties I went along to the office yesterday, 
and Mr. Porter verv courteousl'y and very 
c•·enerouslv allowed me to have recourse to 
ihe fig'Llres chowing, under a few headings, 
the progress of the friendly sociot:v movement 
in the Sta to of Queensland durmg the last 
twehe months. The position is such an 
interesting one that I think it wise to give 
it publicitv bv having the figures recorded in 
"Hansard." ·Up to 3ls·t December last, the 
llctest returns available show the total mem­
bership of the friendly society movement a~ 
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'61.571. or an increase during the year of 
1.907 members. The total capital up to the 
o•tme date amounted to £1,297,852, or an 
increase during the year of £71,011 The 
Registrar assnrec me that is the highest 
et:rplus ever recorded in the history of the 
nwvement in Queensland, and it is very 
eatisfacton· for the members of the various 
friend!~- societies to know that that progress 
i' being made. Everybody knows that the 
friendlv societv movement is one which is an 
<'xhibi·~ion of thrift on the part of those who 
'"'" associa.tcd with it. '.Y orking people pre­
dominate m the membership of friendly 
f1cietie~. 

Let nL' now take the figures de a ling with 
!he benefit.s that have been paid during the 
same period of twehe months. \Vhen we 
recognise the small payments 1nade week by 
\\'eek, it is as-tonishing to seo the eiJotrnou~ 
amount of money paid away in benefits. 
During that twelve months' period the 
mnonnt paid for medical attendauce and 
t11e-dirin~ to the mf_,mbers and thei1· wive~ 
,,nd f: milies was £87,082. The amount paid 
for si~k pay was £58.622. and for mortality 
pR vmem a sum of £22.750. or a total of 
:f1l68,454. The cost of management has not 
been very gT0·1t, and the work that is bC'ing· 
{lone is ~ornLthing of which alJ hon. mernbcrs 
a,;d the people of Queensland genemlly have 
reason to feel proud. I notice that there 
nre cighv_·, n different societies in Queensland, 

• c·0mposed of 634 branches as against 619 last 
~ear. That is a very creditable position. It 
is only when ono reads 'the report or studies 
the figures that a·re compiled in the office that 
cne obtains an idea of the great <l.mount of 
work :hat is being done by the friendly 
'o:~ioty 1noven1ent and the great Cl r:.1ount of 
work done by the Registrar's office. 

At 4.18 p.m., 

::VIr. GLEDSOK (Ips1cich). one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved !he Chair­
wan in the chair. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : Before these figures 
could be arrived at innumerable tables had 
To be drawn up, statistical records compiled, 
and historv cards looked after, so that from 
a statisticaJ point of view the office is one 
of the most important in Queensland. 

The movement in Queensland is par"; of the 
movement in Australia, and I want to refer 
briefly to the membership of the friendly 
societies throughout the length and breadth 
of Australia. I obtained the figures I am now 
·going to quote frDm the first progress report 
Df the Hoval Commission on National Insur­
ance whic:h is at present sitting and which 
visit, ·d Queensland some little time ago. 
The object of the Commission is to see if it 
is pO"·<iblo for the Federal Government to 
lntroduce a svstem of national insurance. 
For the purpose of finding out how the 
p roposOJ.] would affect the friendly society 
movement evidence was called in the various 
States from men associated with the move­
nu:ont, and, as a result, a. progress report 
was published in the earls· part of this 
year. I have read that report, which is a very 
interesting document. The latest member­
ship figures that the Commission was able 
to secure wore up to the end of 1923. When 
we know of the progress that is being made 
in Queensland. as the figures I quoted indi­
·cate. one can compute what would be the 
figures up tD the end of 1924 had the Com­
mission been able to secure them. The 
.figures in relation to the membership of 

fricndh· societies in Australia up to the end 
of 1923 were-

State. 
To•al 

~Iales. 1 Females. ~Iember-
. ship. 

------- --·--•~~ ---

New South vYales 
Victori<t .. 
Queensland .. 
flouth Australia 
West Australia 
Tasmania 

Grand Totals 

182,564 15,704 198,268 
140,181 , 10,589 1o0,770 

54,6G 1 I 4,986 59,649 
I 61,301 1i:6s~ i~:m 
1 ~Z· 8s~?. 1,,,ol 24,367 

1-~~·~"" i- --,-
1 479,3ss ! 44,938 1 524.326 

The total membership of the friendly 
cocieties in Australia is equal to 9 per cent. 
of the totrfl population of the Common 
wealth, or 30 per cent. of the total number 
of vcage-oarners. Those figures should be 
Rufficieut to convince everv hon. member of 
the importance of friendly societies no't only 
in Qm'ensland but Australia. I hope that 
the 1\linist"r will tak0 as deep an intere<t as 
he possibly can in the movement. I know 
ihat he is a friendlv societv man and, when 
resident in ;\forth Queensland, occupied the 
position of district secretary in one of the 
large··t societies in that part of the State. I 
kno'v the hon. gentleman has a complete 
knowledge of the \vork the friendly societies 
ar·e doing. All interested in the movement 
are a\Yare that it is increasing year by year, 
and that the work is also increasing, and I 
hope the importance of the sub-department 
,-;ill not be lost sight of by the Minister and 
that the officers who are carrying out thi' 
l1nporhtnt work will receive every considera~ 
tion a·~ the hand;; of the Government .. 

Mr. ROBF.RTS (Ea,,t 'l'oou:oornba): Un­
fortunatelv I was out of the Chamber when 
the hon. "member fnr MPrthyr hegan his 
speech. but I can understand that a con­
siderable portion of his remarks touched 
on the ques!.ion that is exercising the minds 
of i.he largco body of friendly society mem­
bers-the nationalisrction question. It has 
been keenly watched by everybody in the 
movement, and, when we recognise that in 
Australia we have upwards of £8,000,000 
invested in that movement, it means some­
thing. There is a saying "Money counts 
and monev talks." and it mav be expected 
that we s"hall jealously watch' the proposal 
for nationalisation. SpE'aking as one indi­
vidual, I am not opposed to the great 
scheme of nationalisation. I recognise that 
w:, have accomplished much under the 
,-,)luntar'.- system: but, when 1.vo recognise 
i.hat a large body of people in Australia 
well able i.o make provision for the day 
of sickness and distress will not do so and 
ultimately become a tax on the State and 
the Commonwealth. we realise that the 
voluntar:;: sy~tcm cannot go further; and 
'" e must consider what is b0st for the greatest 
good of the wage-earner, irrespecti,ve of 
11·hat Government may be m power. A1l that 
\1·e ask is that our position shall be pro­
tce!ed. I go so far as to say that, if the 
Commonwealth G'overnmcnt proceed w1th 
the scheme of nationalisation, if thev grant 
to the friendly society movement the pay­
ment of all indebtedness that will accrue at 
th •t time to the friendly societies. so that we 
shall be able to carry. out our ·obligations, 
we shall not be greatly disturbed. I recognise 
that once nationalisation is established it 
will be very difficult for the voluntary 

M1·. Robcrts.] 
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friendly society to exist, unless we are given 
the control of the national movement; and 
thai the men who have the controlling power 
will probably not do. \Yhen nationalisation 
wa' first discussed in Great Britain the 
friendly socidies were promised a great 
deal of consideration, but I regret the Go­
vernment did noc give effect to those pro­
mises. They departed very much from their 
first proposal to the friendly societies, and 
I am anticipating, as the progress report of 
the committee has already indicated, that the 
Government of this Commonwealth will not 
be prepared to give much conisderation to 
the friendly societies. In that event I think 
the friendly societie"s as a voluntary move­
ment will pass out. The movement grows 
through the extension of branches. On8 
may find a district with fifty or sixty people 
where oOme enthusiast will open a branch 
a·nd that branch will grow into a very healthv 
and financial branch. If, on the other 11imd 
a district is alreadv catered for under th~ 
scheme of national "insurance. the same pos­
sib~lities wi_ll not exist and voluntary friendly 
socret.tes Will have a very " rocky " time. 

I£ the National Government 
[ 4.30 p.m.] introduce a scheme of national 

insurance and they are prepared 
to guarantee to pay to the friendly societies 
any shor~age which .may be created by the 
Jntro~uc!ron of na trona l Insurance, seeing 
that It Is for the benefit of the Australian 
people, then I, as a kecm member of a 
friendly society, will offer no opposition. 

Th0 ATTOR:'-JEY-GENERAL !Hon. .T. 
J\Iullan. Plinders): In common with the hon. 
member for :\ferthyr and the hon. membc;· 
for East TomYoomha. I recognise the impor­
tance of friendly societies, and fullv apprc­
mate the good work they are doing, and I 
shall naturally follow with interest an,. 
dev~lopment in connection with the proposed 
:nat1ona.l Insurance, and hDpe that nothin•-r 
-··ill be done to injure the m<tgnific<:>~t 
wgnmsat10n that has been established in 
Quf'f'llf'land. 

Gettin;r clown to the details of administra­
tion referred to bv the hon. member for 
Mcrth::r. I mav say that I join with him in 
recognising that the Registrar-General who 
~,'-' no''" the Registrar of Friendlv Societ'ies is 
shaping wdl in his position, and no do~lbt 
"ill merit ;rreater recognition in the future. 

Tlw hon. memlwr rdcrred to Mr. Daler, 
·- ho was next to tlw Registrar of Friend! v 
Societi' s. rtnd exprc·ss0d the opinion that )\11:. 
l_?alc_v ougl.Jt to ~c made Deputy Registrar of 
.!' nr-ndl,- Soc1el 1cs. I must confe~s that for 
'om0 time· I thought the same, and I am not 
too weli satisfiPd yet that he should not be 
npnointerl to that position. but t.lw Puhli·· 
RPrYir>e Corr1mj~sioncr went throng-h the offi('~ 
and lw wrts not prepared at that time to 
rPrommend that :\fr. Dalev should lw 
appointNl Deput_v Reg-istrar, although he did 
rtcomtnf'!1d a suh~tantiC~l incrcasn in hi-.: 
~:.lary. Cer~ainly ::\1r. Daley has to do respon­
sible work m the absence of tbo Reo-istrar 
end a ]so in conjunction with the Rr;lstrar. 
I further recognise that the Registrar of 
Friendly SocietiPs. "' R0gistrar-Goneral undn 
th0 new nolicy of the Government ma\- haY~~ 
to vi>it other portions of the Stat'e-because. 
if he want>. to do his work properly, hr 
cannot do Jt 1f he IS confined to the Brisba1D 
offi<>P-and. if it is found necessarY for lVIr. 
Porter to be away from his ofEce ·more fr.­
quem!,- in the future than in the past, it mav 
be necessary to appoint a Deputy Registra'r 

[~~ir. Roberts. 

of Friendly Societies. Therefore I shall go 
into the matter again "ith a v1c" to ascer­
taining whether it would not be advisabl-.. 
to appoint Mr Daley Deputy Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. 

Itom (Friendly Societies) agreed to. 

P.\RLI.DIEXTARY DRAFTSMAN. 

The ATTORC\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\lfu!lan, Jiiindcrs): I beg to move-

" That £750 be granted for ' Parlia­
mcntarv DraftsnHl.ll.' '' 

Item agrec,d to. 

REGIRTRAR-GEXERAL. 

The ATTORNEY·GEJ.'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, F/inflers): I beg to move-

" That £10.470 be granted for ' Regi>­
trar-General.' " 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1N n): The hon. member· 
for Gregory yeoterday stated that he believed 
that the figures supplied to us with regard 
to wealth production in Queensland were 
guesswork. I -disagree with that statement. 
·.vhic}J was, in rny opinion, a reflection upon. 
the Reiii"otrar-General. For a number of 
years the Registrar-General has compiled 
ftgures in connection with the wealth produc­
tion of this State, and those figures ha vc 
been quoted from time to time in different 
part.s of the Commonwealth. It would be just 
as correct for me to sav that the "Common­
v·ealth Year Book" is guesswork. I think 
that the Registrar-General is to be compli­
mented on the good work he i·s doing in that 
direction. The compilation of the "ABC of 
Queensland Statistics " is a credit to him. 
I would advise the Attornev-General. how­
ever. that there is a long way to go yet in 
connection with ,tatistics dealing with wealth 
production and with those who got the wealth 
after it is produced. I remember when Mr. 
Coghlo,n was GO\·ernment statistician in New 
South Wal('-; that on one occasion he gave us 
a lot of figures in connection with the wealth 
rroduction in that State, and showed who got 
the wealth after it had been produced. Any­
one who reads the works of Sir Leo 
Chiozza-::\Ione:- and other English statis­
tici<tns knows that those writers attempt to· 
g·ivc the wealth production, and to show who 
gets the wealth after it is produced. I want 
the Attorney-General to move in that direc­
tion in connection with the Registrar· 
General's Department. It has been ~aid by 
one of the greatest thinkers who ever lived 
that in the futur0 th<' science of government 
will he one of d.atistics. The hon. member 
for Gregor:r last night rerferred to a Bill 
that would shortly be coming bdore this 
Chamber providing for the creation of a 
board of trade lo function in connection with 
the Arbitration Act. hv which statistics will 
bn collected in matters a,ppertaining to the 
fixation of v;ages. prices. and so forth. That 
proves to me that to some extent we are 
drifting in the direction when the science of 
g-overnment will be to a great extent in the 
direction of collecting statistics to show 
where we ;we really going. I compliment the 
Registrar-General on the good work he IS 
doing. If there are not sufficiPnt funds at 
bs disposal to cr<rrv out all I have outlined, 
the funds should b"e p:accd at his disposal. 
lt would be bl'lter for members of Parlia­
ment and the public in general to know 
more about matters pertaining to the welfare 
of the community. 
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The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\Iullan, Flinrlc rs): The interesting and 
important question raised by the hon. mem­
ber for Buwen in relation to the statistics 
with regard to wealth compiled by the Regis­
' rar-General's Department is one to whwh 
I have given a good deal of thought. It is 
1nly fair to say, after having heard the 
remarks of the hon. member for Gregory last 
ni<d1t to which the hon. member for Bowen 
refer~ that I think the hon. member for 
Greg~ry was substantially right. (Hear, 
hear !) I have ·frequently been at a loss to 
understand some of the statements I have 
hearCl >tbout nactional wealth and wealth pro­
duction. I have m~·,elf taken a special 
interest in this matter during the last ~ix 
months, as the questi'?n of wealth produc­
·tion has been debat<7d m many quarters, and 
I remember ringing up the Registrar-General 
un the subject. I knew the answer I would 
o:et but I thought I would test the matter, as 'he u.·as the highest statistical authority 
in the State. I said. "You have seen those 
ligures regard_ing wealth yroduction pub­
li ,,hod bv vanous authorities, such as the 
Economic Commission and others? " and he 
>rcid ·'Yes." I said "Can you tell me 
"·h:ct the surplus value wealth of the State 
is' ,. Of course. he had to admit that he 
cc,uld not give it accurately. Th<erc is no 

rcatN' fallacy than to conclude that, because 
we see a pile of figures showing ,._ wealth 
production of, say. £60,000,000. in a year, 
1he country is £60,000,000 the richer. Take 
1nining, in ·which I am particularly interf\'"~Gd. 
The statistics ma\· show that the wcr,lth pro· 
-duction is £5,00o;ooo, but that does not leave 
Queensland £5,000,000 richer. It maJ' leave 
'Queensland £500,000 poorer, because It may 
take £5,500,000 to produce that amount of 
wealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI!';ES : It costs £6 per 
ounce to produce our gold. 

The ATTORNEY-GE;'\EHAL: What we 
\Vant to get at, and what we ought to have, 
and what I believe we shall have as a rc ·ult 
of the Bill to which the hon. member for 
Bowen referred-he wants it just as much as 
I do and I want it just as much as he does­
is a' Bureau of Statistics bv which we can 
;et not only the value of' any comrnodit.v 
;,roduced in a vear but also the surplus 
~-alue; in other 'words. a national balance· 
sheet showing the profit and loss for the 
vcar. \Vo shall then see the protit made 
·bv the State-it m a v be £10.000,000 or it 
rr;ay be £5,000.000-a'ncl then we can appor­
tion it between the State. the employers, and 
the employee,. 

Mr. vYEIR: Will you deal then with 
watered ea pi tal? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Certainly. 
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): After fifty years 

of self-government, after the Chamber has 
hec,n voting money year after year for 
a Hcgistrar-General's Department-£10,180 
last year and £10,470 this year-it was regret­
ful to. me to hear the Minister say he had to 
arrroe with the hon. member for Gregory 
that the cDmpil£tion of figures supplied to 
members of Parliament. on which we have 
to base arguments, is guesswork. If t.hat is 
;;o, the whole department should be wiped 
out and ,omething better placed in its stead. 
I am just as well acquainted with the sur­
plus wealth values as most men, and I say 
that the figures of the Registrar-General in 
regard to wealth production are fairly 
.accurate. If we take the income tax returns 

and look up the income figures, which we 
call surplus value, and find that there is an 
increase this vear over last vear, \VP can 
reckon that the wealth of the State has 
increased in son1cwhat sin1ila.r proportion. 

The SECRETARY FOR :::VIr:-~Es : Profits are 
surplus wealth. 

Mr. COLLINS: If what the Minister says 
is correct, this department is not up-to-date. 
There is no guarantee that even the Board 
of Trade will not work on guesswork, 
instead of getting down to bedrock. W.hat 
do we pay men in the Hegistrar-General's 
Department for? If their statistics ar.:: not 
correct, the M in <ster in charge is responsible; 
but I say that they ought to be correct and 
not guesswork. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: That is not the 
question. 

Mr. COLLINS : They are put there to 
compile the statistics of this State-amongst 
thorn, the wealth production of the State­
and, if it is not being done properly, then 
it is the Minister's duty to see that it is 
clone properly and that correct figures are 
supplied to us. We should have the correct 
figures supplied to us. In the future when 
I get up and quote the Hogistrar-General 
hon. members opposite will be quite JUstified 
in saying ''Guesswork." \Vhere is this going 
to load to w,hen. after fiftv vear-; of self­
government in Queensland, a; Minister of the 
Crm>n has to admit in connection with the 
compilation of some of our statistics that it 
is merely guesswork? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL (Hon. J. 
:\lullan, Flinders) : It is only fair to the 
Registrar-General and hi8 staff that no false 
impression should get abroad regarding the 
office and the capacity of the Registrar­
General. So far as the machinery provided 
perrnits, he does his \vork a~ well and as 
effectiv-ely as any man could do it. I say 
there is no Hegistrur-Goneral"s Department 
in Australia that provides the information 
<icsired bv the hon. member for Bowen 
regarding' tht~ surplus valu,o. The Common­
wealth Statistician"s Department does not 
provide that :information, as hon. tnembers 
will realise on perusing the " Official Year 
Book." The real test of wealth production 
is to find what it costs to produce that wealth. 
and, as I said before. if we produce 
£10,000.000 worth of wealth, we must know 
what it has cost to produce that amount so 
as to arrive at the surplus value or profit. 
If in a mining field it costs £4,000,000 to 
nroducc £3,500,000 worth of mineral, thor<l 
i:::; no surplus value but a. loss. "'\\'' e must 
Hri,-e at th-e cost of production in each indus­
try, aggrt r~·ate the ]csS£'i' and the profitc:, and 
then take out a national balance-sheet which 
will reveal to us the profit or surplus value. 
I admit that we have not that necessary 
m;cchinery, and it is time that we did have 
it. If the new Board of Trade is to be of 
any benefit at all and is wmth creating, it 
must have a hurcau established with the 
machiner~~ neccs:;ary to provide that inforn1a~ 
lion. I quite agre-e with the hon. member 
for Bowen in that. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Ea.,t Taol!'oomb::t): The 
l10n. member for Bowen and the Jl.1inister 
have opened up a subject which the further 
the~· pursue the more they will find it leads 
to considerable difficulties. If we arr> to 
obtain the information desired. it cannot be 
ascertained by the expenditure of anything 
like £10.000. Last NoYember I was in 

]fr. Roberts.] 



H50 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] SU]jJly. 

North Queensland and ,asked certain ques­
tions with regard to the mining industry, 
and I knew that it would be next to impos­
sible to '"'certain tho true surplus value in 
that industn. I do not know whether the 
hon. membe~ for Bowen knows that. How 
could you arrive at the true cost of produc­
tion to enable the Registrar-General to se y 
what i' the true surplus value? I found in 
tlw ~orth that different railway freight con­
cessions vy.cro allowed to men fossiC'king and 
working small showc; that were not payable 
propositions and could not be made payab;e 
propositions. These conce':'Sions were made 
merely to give the miners a chance to exist. 
If those miners were to furnish returns show­
ing the atnounts obtairl<~d for the minera1 
and the cost of production, the balance would 
not be the real surpltu ,,-ealth. It would b0 
found that tlw State was paying about 75 
per cent. of the cost of production. and that 
would not be considered at alL The miner 
cnuld furnish a return showing only the 
amount recl'iYed for the minora] and the 
amount paid in. producing that mineral. I 
would not ha"e been able to obtain this 
information had I not been a member of the 
Public \Vorks Commis.sion and found it neces­
sary to as.k {:Prt.nin questions concern1ng the 
mining industr,-. It will bP impossible for 
the R.cgistrar-Gen0ral to ::;npnl.v the 1 ru0 infc>r­
mation in that respect. conscquentlv the 
re·urn will not show the true mineral wealth 
of the Stde. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Some recei;·e a 
75 per cent. rebate on tho freight. 

\fr. ROBERTS: That means that the State 
is finding that 75 per cent. The State is 
carrying those minerals on the railways for 
75 per l'ent. kss than it actua1ly costs the 
Hailway Department. That is :mly one 
i;"tancc of the kind of information the 
1~t·,f!istrar-Gcner~;:l will receive, and the infor-
1 l&tion 1n other case::;; will be si1nilarl" unreli­
able. J know something of th 1 in[,;rr;;l..tion 
1 he Registrar-General ·receives from time to 
tlm:e in c·011DCrtion with the various industries 
in Que, lFhnd. and I can imagine what it 
·wou)d rost to arrive at the correct nosii.ion. 
The men me king returns arrive at tf,,, iafor­
mation b;· pur,· g-uesswork. That is what 
the hon. member for Bowen referred to. A 
lot of th0 informa-tion sent to the Registrar­
(}pneral is gue~swork. Take our rnt1nufac­
tures. ThP 'nwnufacturers set out that the 
goods aro worth a certain sum, and inv:n·i­
n ~,)y forward difhrent information to the 
oih;,r eidc of the world as to what they cos~. 
If the whole position were gone into. it.would 
require a staff altogether different from what 
i he Regiotrar nm;· has. It is not tha~ the 
staff is not competent t.o do the work, but 
it would mean the employment of eonsider­
<thly more men to secure the information 
necessary. 

Item (RcgistraT-General) agreed ~o. 

SHERIFF. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
::\fullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" 'I'hat £10,450 be granted for 
' Sheriff.' '' 

Item-agreed to. 

SUPREME COURTS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:i\Iullan, Fl·inders) : I beg to move-

" That £17.490 be granted for 
' Supreme Courts.' " 

[Mr. Roberts. 

:Yh. KI~G (Logan): I notice that no 
"ppropriation is asked for the Registrar of 
i he Supreme Court of the Sou":hN·n division. 
Has anything been done with respect to 
. ppointing a Registrar? 

The ATTOR:"JEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\Tullan, Plinrltrs): The H.egistrar wa> retired 
lnet. year on reaching the age limit. and Th1r. 
10: ·nnedy. the Deputy H.egistrar, has been 
'ij:pointcd Acting Registrar. \Ye •.!lought it 
Y.JE;e not to rnake a. permanent ap!Jflintment 
m±til l\h. K"1mecl_v had an opportunity of 
,,howing how he shaped. If he itJapes all 
r-ig-ht, he will probably g·et the positio11, 
othcrwi·'" he will not. 

Itern (Suprcrnc Court) agreed t~J. 

TITLES. 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:'lullan, Flind.rs): I beg to move-

.. That £22,150 be gnntccl fo1· ' Titles.' " 
Item agreed to. 

DEPART:Ji!E!':T OF :MIXES. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR MIXfcS (Hon. 
A J J one-.. Paddington) : I beg to move-

,, That £17,955 be granted foe ' Chief 
Office.'" 

Tlw sum asked for last year was £17,415. 
,\I though the expenditure last year was only 
:8;5,463 7s. 10d., we require the extra amount 
a ,ked for because there are certam au~ornatw 
increascB-, and, although the a1nount 1nay not 
he wholly expended, we anticipate at present 
!hat this sum will be required. 

:\11'. ROBERTS (East Too,coomba): I am 
not an authority on n1ining, but since this vote 
went through last :-ear I have had an oppor­
tunitv of seeing· some of the difficulties undor 
whici1 men in ~orth Queensland arc delving 
for gold, silver, lead. and other metak 
11 )Ying ,,et\n the countr:,- and the conditions 
\wder which those men wcrk my sympathy 
""''S out to thc•m. I do not mean to th·" 
;~,m who put in 10s. or £1 with the objec;o 
of taking out £10 o:· £15 from thP im·estment. 
Th' ~c rnincr-3 go out to ~uch p1ar-es as ~Io~1~1t 
J,, rr. ·where thr clin1ate is anything but satts­
fartorv. and :-,re 1nining- undPr condition :i 
which: when I think of all we haY<> done for 
n1iners, did not scen1 to be at all p.atisfnctor~·. 
They go down a mine over 100 feet, y;ork in 
the small rises in the shafts, and they lpok as 
if they had just come out of a swimming 
pooL 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\llXES : Did you g'l 
do\Yll? 

i\Ir. ROBERTS: I did. I would not l1ave 
fdt it rig-ht to haYe gone Korth and not seen 
the conditions under which those men work. 

The SECRETARY FOR :Y1INES: How far did yon 
go down? 

:VIr. ROBERTS: As far as it was nossibl<> 
I saw some of the places where even the 
Secretary for Mines has not been. 

C\Ir. DASH : How did you go down? 
'\Ir. ROBERTS: By bucket and ladder, 

just the same as the miners. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What authority 

have you for saying that I did not go down? 
I have gone down eYery mine in Queensland. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am very glad to heal· 
that the hon. gentleman did go down. I 
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k10ow he had considerable difficulty in gettinci 
bat'k to tht~ surface in some instances. I an1 
not speaking in any heroic sense. I did uot. 
go to conquer, but more!:; to sec. I am 
satisfied that, if anything can be done to 
assist tho"'G rnen 1vho are trying to make good 
in extracting our precious mdcls, it should 
tH' done. Having seen the conditions uncle,· 
which those men work I view tho matter in 
rather a different light. Perhaps I have not 
that Ryn1~1athy in a true mining ~,ens(', becau5e 
T hold that cvorv £1 worth of metal we 
recm·cr cost,. us 25s. I was astonished to fin.J 
what is being done, generally speaking, 
'' under the cush," if you like to nut it so. 
T do not mean that there is an:vthing dis­
honourable about it, but the fact is those 
things arc being done. and the great majority 
0f our people and lcQ"is!ators do not ev'n 
know they are being done. fiugo quantitif'.;: 
of ore are being c.!rried for 600 odd miles 
ov0r our railways at a rebate of 75 per ccm. 
on thf' regular freights, and, in addition. ,,,.,, 
snbeiclise mining. It would be better if w' 
found some other ernnlovment for those men 
anr! eubsidised them· in .. some industry th-,t. 
would ultimatelv be more succE·,sful than 
mining-. I sav: .. in some of those districts­
not just in the mining belts. but. adjacent to 
them-Yerv firw strdd1e.; of countrv, and I 
a>n glad that I had the onportunitv Of seeing 
them. I recogmsc that Queensland is " va;c 

countrv. and what struck me most 
[5 p.m.] forcibl'v when in the ]\" orthern 

part of t-h<' State were the verv 
fine strdcbns of water there. Seeing Souther;1 
Queensland as I have seen it .. I did. not expect 
to find water in such a buPdanf'e in tbo various 
watercourses in the North. I hope we sha!l 
fmcl a method of populating· J\"orth Queens­
land. but I do root kPow that we are rroin,­
to do it vPry succcssfullv tbrough rninir;g, T 
rose to nay a. compliment to those men. anrl 
to sov that. there are f!Ood indi('ations as far 
H~ '\fount Tsa -i::. roncernPd. Mount r~a ll1.'1Y 
m"kP !!oorl. anrl I onh- hop<' it will for tbr' 
sBke (1f th~ men 0ngagcd in the inc1u:-trv. 
and for the sake of Queensland. · 

J\L-. IVTXSTA"'LEY (Qurrnton): I am 
Ycr:v ,rrlacl that the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba ha-; had the opportunitv of see­
ing something of the northern pm:t of the 
State. and of seeing what the condit;ons are 
like th0re. If men working 100 feet below 
the snrf<'lec excit.:~ his svmnathv in the Y/DY 

he soid it did. what '"o~!lclche feel in rco-arcl 
to the men in Charters TowPl:S nr·:l ;ther 
nlarcs, \Yho \YCre compelled to vvork at much 
r;rcateJ· depths? Hon. members represent­
ing mining districts hav-e known for a verv 
lo':r;_ time past that the men engaged in 
mrr1rw deserved all the assista.nce and help 
that thev mav have got. If the hon. mem­
ber's sympathy goes out to these men, he 
C'ertainly cannot take excention to the sub­
sidy grantPd to working miners. Tbev ha"" 
to put in £1 of their own labour f01;' eve'' 
£1 they receive from the Mines Departmert. 
and the" earn every penny of it. It has 
,!]ways be0n said that it costs a great denl 
mm·r, to produce gold than the <;old is 
-actna11v worth: but I have never vet ~h~n 
onvbody who has been able to ~ivo ar,v 
firrure' that could be accepted as buinP. 
reliable. If it is an actual fact that a~ 
ounce of gold, whiC'h is worth £4 2s. 6cl., cost' 
£6 to produce, and that this is the actual cost 
a 1l along the line, th£:n we can onh rl'gard 
ourselves as a lot of idiots for producing it. 
The fact that we do not kErJW the adua 1 
cost and cannol get the actual c03t of pro-

cluction of any of our products goes to sl1ow 
that we are in the dark to a very large 
extent. It is only when our products are 
lumped together, and we see them in the 
shape of export.-., that we have the slightest 
idea of what our products arc actually worth. 
and whether we are producing more than we 
can consurr1c; and, when we take into con~ 
sideration tbe fact that we are not merely 
living on what we produce, but that we ar& 
borrmving: money and expending borro\Yed 
mane''· it only tends to make the question 
more" involved. If wo could get statistics 
clearly setting out our wealth production, 
and what it cocts to proclyce, it certainly 
would bo a very fine guide to us from a 
statistical point of view. 

\Yhi.l<t 1n1n1ng is not the in1portant 
indu,trv iu Xorth Queensland tbat it ha' 
bc;·n in timco gone by, at the same time I 
am one of those who do not believe tba t 
Quecmlancl is worked out as a mining State. 
I believe that the time will come when we 
~hall see mining flourish again-that ne\Y 
fields will be discovered, and a fresh impetus 
giYen to mining. 

I notice that tho Under Secretarv for 
}fines refers to Lawn Hill in his r'eport. 
'l'hat was one of the fields which was ven· 
prorninl'nt in 1ny fir5t ::<ession in Parliament. 
lt "·as one of the places to which a syndicate 
railway was going to be made, and there 
was a division of opinion in regard to it. 
Fron1 that time until a year or two ago we 
hc:trd little or nothing about Lawn Hill. 
It is labouring under the same disability 
as many of the other mining fields in Queens­
land in being isolated and too far away 
horn a railway and port, which makes the 
quc,tion of transport a very cliffi.cult one 
t'J solvP. Thcr' are quite a number of tbese 
mining fiPlds ·.rhich would be' good proposi­
tions if t hPy were handy to ports; but. 
when :wu have to carry products to and 
from the mines o,·er a distance of. 500 miles. 
it bec•Jnle:-> a difficult proposition. Th0 fact 
rh at the Go,·cmment have gi' en rebates to 
the cmnpani<•.-; \Vorking the rnint'S i~ f'Yiclcr;cr~ 
that they haYe been trying to help the 
rnl~1ing industry all round. 

Son1C' hon. nH:>mbers appear to have- son1e 
doubt on the subjcPt. but there is no inclustrv 
which will have the effect of increasing 
population ao quickly as the mining industry. 
ThP ch.~co" ~.:_•ry of a. new mining f1eld an:.-­
\Yhcre 111 Queensland of anything like dceent 
ar0a would incre .. se population quicker than 
an:vOJ:e can imagine . . I am quite of opinion 
that 111 the clcys to come we shall see mining 
ftc~dE: dl"COYPTed ar.d a Iarg·e populatiou 
in tbose loc,1litics. 

I am glad to noticf' that there is an incredse 
nf £6.000 in. the YOtc "'In Aid of Mining."' 
'l:lw prcYious vote has been fairly and jucli­
CJOuolv sppnt. At the pr<'s,nt time there 
arc nllC' or two efforts being made in con­
nection with private mining in Charters 
Towers and adjacent districts, and I am hope­
fnl that some of the monev given as a 
snbsidy in that direction will bring about 
good results. 

Owing to the inn·•:tsc in the ccct of labour 
and material, co~t of insuranc2, a";d incn•a:-;P 
in !!,Pnera! working e-xpense~. it. is a Yf'l'Y 
difficult matter to make mining nropoeition's 
rav. I find that mv voice will not hold 
out, and I am afraid that I shall not b<' able 
to sav all that I would like to say, so I just 
say that thf' Mines Department has clone its 
level best in the interests of the minin~ 
industry, including goldmining. c 

Mr Winstanley.] 
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:ilr. PETERSON (JYo,·manby): On perus­
in" ·' The Queensland Government Mining 
.Jo~urnal." I noticed some figures in regard 
to the four coalmines in my electorate. At 
the Balmoral colliery at Blackwater, owned 
by Mr. Fraser, the output for the month of 
July was 1,050 tons, and it is stated that 
seven men have been employed on the sur­
face and fourteen men below. The produc­
tion for the same month of the Styx State 
colliery was 668 tons, and of the Bowman 
State colliery 1,074 tons, or a total of 1,742 
tons: -o that Mr. Fraser, with his twenty­
one men, has been able to get out practically 
the same quantity of coal at the Balmoral 
colliery as the State authorities at the Bow­
man mine during the same period, although 
I suppose one could say that at the Bowman 
colliery there are at least seventy or eighty 
men. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Forty-five men, 
The Hm!E SECRETARY: It may mean that 

cleYelopmental work is going on ;here. 

Mr. PETERSON: It may be the result of 
that. I know that three shafts are operating 
-the Styx, the Bowman, and the Hartley­
but the "Mining Journal" figures show that 
the output is considerably below what might 
be expected. Perhaps the accident which 
took place some time ago may have had 
s0mething to do with it; but if the figures 
arc misleading we should know it, because 
there is a big -discrepancy. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The number of 
men in coalmining is regulated by thE' diffi­
culty of mining the coal and the width of the 
seam. 

Mr. PETERSON : I understand from the 
"Mining" Journal" that the value of the 
Styx River coal is about £1 p~r ton and of 
the Baralaba coal about 16s. 6d. per ton. 
It would be interesting to know whether the 
demand for the Stvx River coal is less than 
anticipated· by the" hon. gentleman when it 
was first opened. I am hoping that the Min­
i>ter will be able to get rid of the whole of 
the output, because it has be·en going for a 
number of years and should now certainly be 
-hawing a profit; and, if the hon. gentleman 
is able to dispose of his coal at £1 a tDn, 
which i' a good price, the balance should 
certainly be on the right side of the le-dger. 

\Ve list0ned the other dav to a most inter­
esting speech by the hon. gentleman regard­
in?' the necessity for building up s·econdary 
industrier·. One of the main factors in 
.secondary industry is that it should secure 
fuel at the lowest possible price compatible 
with the observance of Arbitration Court 
awards. At the Styx Riv·er I understand 
there are coal measures on Crown lands, and 
I am led to believe that the department 
rdnsrs t{) allow an;~·body to take up an area 
~ecausr. d WO!.!ld then have opposition to the 
~tyx m1ne. 

At 5.17 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN n•surned the chair. 
'i\1r. PETERSON: If this area aboye the 

Styx coalmine wore opened up, it wou:d. be 
J'ossible to supply coal to the Mack-1y sugar­
nlills at 5s. a ton le•·s than is being chf1rged 
h~· the department to-da.y, and anything that 
•.rill hPlp to bring about ,·eduction in the 
cost of production will enable those who are 
subj< et to the Arbitration Court awards ~o 
pa:v an increased wage to the rnen :in the 
industry. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How could they 
·ut>Pl:v ;.he coal at 5s. a ton less? 

r Jlr. l'cterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: By adopting a certain 
s;·stem of workrng. They would have to 
prove that la";er on, and probably they would 
not be able to prove it as well as the hon. 
gentleman. I am merely pointing out the 
f>tct that at the Blackwater coalmine, after 
opening that mine five years after the Styx 
mine was opened, Mr. Fraser is able to pro­
duce such an amount of coal with the number 
of men I have mentioned. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR MINES : \Vhere does he 
oell his coal? 

Mr. PETERSON: I understand that he 
sells a good deal round Rockhampton. and 
I think the Railway Department takes some 
of it. I know that he is able ";o ·dispO'<J of 
ull the coal he is able to mine. I am 
hoping that in the nea.r future the Styx mine 
"ill show a profit. There is no roas•Jn why 
thJ field should not be made a success. We 
have been having deficit after deficit, and, 
unless tho Minister is able to place ·:he mine 
on a paying basis, I do not think it is a 
fair thing to compete with people who have 
to pay income tax, comply with awards, and 
help to build up the industries of !he State. 
L:nfortunatoly, owing to the temporary closure 
oi :\fount Mm·gan, the Baralaba field is not 
working to its full capacity. I a.m hoping 
that :Yiount :111org·an-with the nid of the 
GoYf'rnment, if necessary-will be able to 
recommence operations, thus tending to 
grea tor devC'lopmcnt Df the coal measures at 
Baralaba. I am not so much interested in 
l he closure of Mount Mm·gan as the Home 
Secretarv; but mv electorate takes in the 
suburbs "of :Mount" Th1organ, consequently I 
am interested in about BOO men in mv elec-
1uratE'. Although the mine is closed' down 
for the time being, I hope the Minister will 
m-e his best endeavours-! know lhe Home 
Secretary is doing all he possiblv can-to 
bring about a condition of affairs whereby 
i he bulk of thE' Mount M organ men will be 
: bsorhed bv the various local authori.ties 
instc·ad of drawing the sustenance allowance. 
I am sure that the bulk of the ml'n wili be 
pleased to receive that amount in the shape 
of wecldy wages from the different ohire 
councils for senices performed. I :mderstand 
that the miners have put forward that sug­
''es·:ion. and I hope the Government will do 
1 heir utmost. to C'nable the men to be absorbed 
hy the different local authorities in road 
work. I do not mean that they should be 
absorbed on expensive road work requiring a 
tremendous amount of material, but where 
i·he maximum amount can be expended for 
the least amount of material required. If 
that is done, then a considerable a.mount in 
sustenance fee, will be saved, and the men 
will be able to perform a service in return 
for the money. \Vhilst this may not be a 
Yery important matter, I think it is a phase 
lhat should be considered. When n body of 
men lose their em ploymont they des·e>·ye some 
consideration; and that consideratim> <an be 
cLown in ways different from grantil'lg rail­
way passes to enable the workers to seek 
employment throughout Queensland. After 
nil, it is a pretty hard job to find work at 
manual labour in B1·isbanG or any other part 
nf Queensland. The Government are not now 
called upon to subsidise Mount Morgan to 
the extent of £60,000 per annum, and, if it 
were possible to loan that money or a por';ion 
of it to the various local authoritiPs in the 
interests of the unemployed workers, it would 
be money wisely expended. We haVL' heard 
oYer and over again that the unemployt'd man 
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is not an asset to the State. It has been cal­
culated that an employed man is an economi­
cal asset to the State of £300 per annum. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : So long 
as he is engaged in social and necessary 
work. 

Mr. PETERSON: I agree with the hon. 
gentleman. He will also agree that there 
are any amount of roads not onlv in and 
around Brisbane, but in and around Rock· 
hampton and elsewhere, which are sadly 
in need of an overhaul, and it would be good 
repr0durtive work to help the local authori­
ties to get these roads put in order. Tho 
expenditure of money in :sustenance is a good 
!hing, because it helps workers who are 
unemployed to keep their wives and families 
from st8 rvation; but at the same time it 
is not sufficient to keep their wives and 
fa,milies, together with thsemselves. in a 
reasonable •state of comfort. If the GoYcrn­
ment have been able for the past fhe or six 
years to subsidise the Mount Morgan Gold 
Mining Company to the extent of £65,000 
annually, why not earmark some of that 
money this year and give it to the local 
authorities in the Rockhampton area, or in 
other areas, to absorb the miners who will 
be unemployed until the ::\1ount Mm·gan mine 
is reopened? I am not casting any reflec­
tions upon the Home Secretary, who repre­
sents Mount M01·gan. I know that he has 
bce'1, like myself, besieged with requests, and 
has done his best· to overcome the difficulties 
now confronting the men at Mount Morgan, 
but, as the representative of the area adjacent 
to Mount M organ, I hope that something '"ill 
be done to overcome the temporary disloca­
tion of work at Mount M01·gan on· the lines 
I have indicated. I hope that the :11inister 
in reply will give us good news in reg-ard to 
the Styx coalmine and its future develop­
ment. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I want to bring 
before the Minister oome of the difficuities 
under which coalmining operations are 
being carried on in the sou thcrn parts of 
Queensland, and to ask his consideration of 
the ma-tters I shall bring before his notice 
in order that we may improve the lot of 
those engaged in the coalmining industry. 
I han' information which has been supplied 
through the courtesy of the secretary of the 
Colliery Proprietors' Council, Mr. Thomas, 
and also through the secretary of the Colliery 
Employetes' Union, Mr. Phillips. Mr. 
Phillips is in Sydney, but has obtained 
information for· me in connection with the 
matters I desire to put before the Commit­
tee, and ask the Minister to see that some­
thing is clone in respect of them. In the first 
place, I wish to deal with the great dis­
ability under which the coalmining industry 
is suffering owing to the shortage of coal 
wagons and the lack of efficient coal-loading 
appliances at our ports. I understand that 
the Railway Department has placed orders 
for about 1.000 new wagons, not solely for 
coal-car>rying, but I am afraid that the con­
necting of the· Northern Railway system­
although excellent h-om many points of 
view-will continue to seriously affect the 
Southern dietrict for many years, due to the 
fact that coal wagons, both flat' and hoppers, 
are sent far greater distances than formerly. 
At the present time it requires at least 2,000 
more wagons than formerly to carry on our 
eo a 1 industry and ensure an efficient 'vagon 
service, as other industries are gradually 
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expanding and using more wagons. The 
Minister controls several mines, and he 
knows that this difficulty exists. He should, 
therefore', take steps to have the trouble 
remedied. 

:Mr. Thomas has pointed out to me that 
there am two proposals by which the coal­
mining industry can be assisted. His first 
proposa; is bv the alleviation of the truck 
'hortage; ancl. . secondly, the provision of 
Letter coal-loaclmg appliances at the port. 
l do not intend to d''J.l with the first pro­
posal now. I shall refer to it when the 
Estimates o£ the Rai!we"y Department are 
being considered. The second question of 
provicling more efficient coal-loading facili· 
ties is a matter that the Minister might take 
np, as by spending more money in this direc· 
I ion some of t:he serious effects of the truck 
>hortage can also be eliminated. The electric 
crane at the Woolloongabba wharf, although 
mechanically efficient, is not now of much 
use so far as !he loading of ships ex crane 
is concerned. The reason for that ;, that the 
big shipo do not come up to the V;' oolloon­
gabb« wharf, consequently the crane at the 
Woolloongabba wharf is used only to load 
lighters. Those lighters take the coal to the 
ehip's ,ide. ftnd it is then carted by the coal 
workers into the ship in baskets. The pro­
posal is that another crane should be erected 
at deep water, so that the coal may go direct 
to the side of the ship and be loaded there. 
I have information to show that that can be 
clone and loading facilities suppli<:d at a very 
reasonable cost. I have gone to the trouble 
o£ obtaining information from other direc­
tions, as well as from l\fr. Thomas. and have 
quite a lot of photographs of the facilities in 
use at Kewcastle. I also have information 
as to the number of cranes used there and 
the work done by the department in )Jew 
South Wales to provide facilities for the 
loading of coal at :1\ewcastle. 

Thev have twentv-three cranes there of a 
capacfty of 15 tons 'each-they do not believe 
in having cranes of a greater capacity than 
15 tons. On the Bowen wharf we have a 
crane of 2D-ton capacity, but there we have 
an e'ZCC'•S capacity which will be lying idle, 
a,- the crane is bi,;ger than we need. It is 
unnecu .. _;ar.v to exctE'd 15 tons, bec,1uSe the 
bogies and wheels are not lifted; only the 
supcr-strurtur·E' is lifted, and it takes the 
\Ya gon \vith the coal in it.. Those cranes lift 
ll or 12 tons of coal quite easily and put it 
into the bins or vessel, as the caso n1ay b0. 
I have not time just now to give full details 
as to each of the cranes at Newcastle. but 
the lifting capacity of E:ach is 15 tons. Four 
or five of the movable cranes can load 
simultaneously a ship on either side and at 
a. very quick rate. It i~ no use putting a 
proposal before the Chamher and asking that 
we should put up a crane or provide loading 
facilities at the port of Brisbane without 
giving hon. members some idea of the eost 
of those facilities. I '.vould like the Secre­
L>.ry for Mines to go into the matter of 
whether it is advisable to erect another 
electrically driven cmne. or whether it ,,-ould 
be advisable to adopt the system adopted in 
the Balmain collier:-· in Sydney Harbour. 
There they have erected bins for the purpose 
of holding 4,000 or 5,000 tons of coal. From 
those bins they have erecte,cl an up-to-dale 
conveyor belt with loading gear capable of 
lifting that belt up to any height required 
and loading a vessel expeditiously-much 
more so than the cranes, even when they are 
operating continually. 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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Mr. \Yillis, vice-president of the New Soutf] 
Wales Executive, obtained ,this information 
for me-

,, \Yest Side Basin, Electric Cranes.­
Thc cost of the six 15-ton electricallv 
driven ceanes erected at this location \va"s 
£76,130 17s. complete, or an averagB of 
£12.690 each. These were the late>c 
crnnL's crect;:--,d at Ne\Ycastle." 

Thut shov, s the eost i::; not excessiv.e, and 
they could be built almost totally of material 
obtained in Australia. The Balmain colliery 
is at present working a convoyor-!o'lJing· 
belt, and that is the sy "tom which I suggest 
the ~\linistcr should inquire into and f,r;e if 
we cannot adopt it in the port of Brisbane 
to deal with our coal business. 

The following information was obtained b·: 
11r. \Yillis from the manager of the Balmain 
<;ollicry :-

Th" ac-tual cost of the belting is £7 10s. per 
foot. the cost of tho bins is about £3 ner ton. 
and the sliding gear for th•: pur\1ose 61' 
loading ,hips costs about £8,000. A 5.00G-ton 
bin 'vould cost £15,000; the sliding t;Lu, 
£8.000; 150 feet of bolting-which v ouid b 
nmple for all rcquirements-£1,125; wharfag0 
nc·commodation. £10,000; or a t0tal of 
£34,125 to erect similar loading facihties to 

what they have at the Balmain 
[5.30 p.m.] colliery, which arc !he finest 

kno,vn. That is not a ,-ery 
gTeat co"t to provide facilities for 'vork­
ing· a big industr:v such as vve haYe here. 
The following talJlf' will give somo idea of 
the importance of the trade in Brisbane:-

f\LI:\rBEI{ OF \7"ESSELS ENTERED AT THE roRT OF 
BRISBANE IN 1924. 

Number of FQ!eign Vess~L:; 
Tonn~1gr- of -Foreign Vessels .. 
Number of h~tPrst'lte Vessf'ls .. 
fonnage- of IntC'rst.~te Vesw•ls .. 
Numher of Inter-;hte V w·scls .. 
Tonn:1gc of lnterst~ttc Vt "'ds .. 

ToLls .. 

Value of imporcs, 1924 
Yaluc of exports, 1924 

Ko. of [ T 
V t-ssels. i ons. 

---I-
37G I I,oi.i,,osu 
45~ 

I, s8s,u79 
372 

i !147,661 

1,207 I 3,080,3DD 

£ 
10.266.617 
17,454,963 

Total Yalue of export.;; and 
imports. Brisbane, 1924 ... £27.721,580 

Quantit:.· of coal taken as bunkers from 
Brisbane in the year 1924 = 124.794 
ton~. 

That was all the coal that was taken through 
1 he port of Brisbane, although that number 
of vessels came in and that tonnage left 
Brisbane 

This is approximately 100 tons per ship per 
annum, or, 4! tons of coal for each £1,000 in 
Ya.hw of imports and exports combined. 

In 1914 the quantity taken as bunkers from 
Brisbane totalled 259,299 tons, so th>Lt imtead 
of progressing in ten years, the coal industry 
has lost 134,505 tons per annum of its bunker 
trade, and approximately 75,000 tons per 
annum of its export trade, a total Ios., of 
approximately 210,000 tons per annum. That 
iA attributable to our lack of loading facilities 
in the port of Brisbane for dealing with our 
coal. I have quite a number of particulars 

[211r. medson. 

in regard to the coal dealt with, which make 
n·ry interesting reading:-

Q"G.\N1ITY OF COAL SHIPPED FROM 
\YOOLLOOXGABBA. 

For b·e]ye months ended 30th June, 1913, 
to 1925. 

Twcl w months ended 30th June-

Year. 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
lP21 
1922 
1923 
1924 
l925 

Bunker Coal. 
Tons. 
230,644 
259 2~9 
207:609 
147,457 
169,"137 
151.150 
112,060 
112,614 
171,253 
135,925 
153,883 
136,467 
117,390 

ShY\ in,c:, that during the latter 'Tears our 
bunker c trade in Brisbane has ~!ecroased, 
n :·~hough the vess0ls visiting the port ha.ve 
1)('011 inert ~sing both in number and tonnage, 
and now v:e arc practically losing the trade 
altog·ether. 

Another mattor I 'vould like to refer to 
''"hi le on this· question is the fact that the 
,·esscls which come here have had some 
consideration frorn the Government. A 
rebate has been given in every port of 
Queensland by the Government for the pur­
pose of trying to induce vessels to take a 
greater quantity oi coal. Vessels taking over 
300 tons of coal have had a rebate of 9d. per 
ton in counection with harbour dues to 
induce them to take a greater quantity of 
coal, but even that has not achieved the 
object in vi<'w. As the shipping companies 
point out. the coal has to be sent by rail to 
ihc railway wharf at South Brisbane, where 
it is put inio lighters. It is then taken down 
to the side of the boat, put into baskets, and 
hoisted up by a crane. Then it is tipped 
into the hold out of those baskets. Apart 
from the cost of putting it into the vessels, it 
costs 5s. a ton more than if it were put over 
a convovor belt or over the electric crane. 
That is· an additional burden of 5s. a ton 
which we have to meet in the port of Bris­
bane becau'" of the lack of facilitie~s in load­
ing the coal. ?\o industry could carry that 
burden, and the coal industry certainly can­
not carrv tbe additional burdf'n. It will be 
nececsarJ' for us to provide facilities for the 
loading of the coal expeditiously. As the 
Se<.retary for 1'v1ines know-', the coal in 
Queensland in nearly every case is of a 
friable nature, and the hon. gentleman find-s 
quite a lot of difficulty himself in getting rid 
of the small coal or the slack coal, as the 
case may be. That can only be g·ot over b~' 
reducing the handling. Every time you 
handle the coal you increase the amount of 
slack coal, dross. or dust that is in the coal. 
If we can do awav with two or three hand­
lings in putting the coal into the bunkers. 
we shall not only be able to supply it 
cheaper but to put a better -article on the 
market. I have already placed before the 
Committee information showing the efficacy 
of our co:tl for bunkering purposes. That is 
what we want to do at the presGnt time in 
the port of BrisL'ane. I am not dealing now 
with othC'r r•orts. because that matter is a far 
.rreater one. The coal business at Rock­
ha.mpton and Bowen depends upon a. big 
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0xport trade. It is no use thinking that we 
l J .. u carry on succt:-Bsfull v a business 1n Bowen 
Rockhampton, and the 'Stvx River coal m1les~ 
we can find an outside r1rarket for the coal 
where we can sell it at " price above th~ 
c ~ ;t of production. It is no good producing 
coal or any <Jther mineral unless we can 
ohtain for it more than it costs to produce. 
But that is a quc,tion which will take longer 
t•J deal with than the time I have at my 
disposal. 

. I want to ask the ::Ylinister to go fully into 
tt1ese matters, and consider the advisabilib· 
of providing proper facilities for the pu;~ 
pose of putting our coal into the vessels and 
oc selling it at a rate at which it will be 
readily purchased. Work has been going on 
br some time in the direction of providino­
additional facilities in this direction but it 
is not yet completed. I find that £1So'ooo odd 
has alread:;: ~E!en spent for the pm·pos~ of pro~ 
v1dmg ±amht.es for the loading of coal at 
Bowen. It is not goino- to cost anything 
like that at Brisbane. ;t we put up loading 
f"cilities there. 

:\Ir. COLLIKS : The jetty cost a good de a 1 
of that. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOK: I am glad to understand 
tlut the cost of the jC>tt,v. which ''"as a larg' 
a~110unt, is included in that ~n1n, because I 
v:~'- surpri-,cd !~at it sh!;ntld be so large. 
\\ hc•n WP take mto c-::ns1dPration the fact 
tnt for £8,000 we c.an get coal~lifting gear 
~u,~h as that at Balmain calli ~rv, with crane~ 
nnd electric winehes-or. at ii.Dy rate, of a 
size which shouid giYe the industry a helping 
hand-it does not seem a big i rem. The him 
w< C~l{{ enable us to store 5.000 tons of coal, 
'" we c<Ju!d load it into vessels up to that 

If a wsscl cam' in for 2.0CJ or 3.00!) 
tom of coal, there would alwavs be rnfficient 
"" hand to supply the order. 'The coal would 
b:· hkcn a long the c<JnYe;·or or the belt a:'d 
a:_HoJnatiq ~lly 'veighed br:for.· it "~{~nt into 
titc Y0'·Fd ~nd the weic;ht rcconlcd. ,-, that 
v \\·oul-d kno\v C'xacth~ how n1uch coal ·VIras 
L tll!! supplied. \Yith, the ,·inches included. 
I tr dr'rstancl that. such .a coal~londinrr plant 
rt thn.t at Balmain rould be obiai1~ed for 
£35.000, and I hope the Mini:·•ter "''ll g-<J ini<J 
t' ' matter and see that it is provide,d to 
E'C:,1ble us to help the industry in the southern 
pnt of Queensland. That equipment would 
n ,~ ?1low Uh to go into the export btc-1ne";:;· 
).et 1t would enable us tD 'erure thn le"iti~ 
n:::tt~' businer:s of coaling- Yt'sscls v;,-hich call in 
Dt this port, and would krel) the n10n in tho 
""urhern part of Qure-.sland fully em,lloved. 
'Kst only would it give the miners 'in· the 
So m hern districts of Queensland a decent 
wage-they would then be able to get per­
h, ps ten days a fortnight instead of two or 
ll!ree days a week and ,,-ould g-.C>t better 
w:tges than for :-~ears past-but it would alw 
enable our raihva~-s to pa:v handsomelv, 
he:· ,,use I ~clieve that lhev get bettC>r profit 
out of coa, than out of anv other kind of 
froi!!ht. At the pre,ent time about five <Jut 
0f e>verv twelve yessels which come to the 
r,Ht take bunker coal. ,1nd, if ,,-e were able 
to get the other seven. there would be no 
d_ifficultv in keepinrr th" miners f<Jing full 
t1me. VIe could send the coal down to Bris~ 
h":ne. store it s?m:ewhenc-perhaps opp<Jsite 
Pmkenba-load 1t mto the vessels bv up~to~ 
date means. and so get the business 'vhieh we 
ace entitled to, and which would enable lhc 
mines to get enoui'·h trade to keep going. I 
apper.l to the Minister for his assistance in 
the matter. 

Mr. \VELLINGTOK (Charters ToweTs): 
I am glad that the hon. member for East 
Tc<Jwoomha, as a member of the Royal Corn~ 
mio~ion on Public 'Works, had the oppor~ 
tumty to go to 111ount Isa and go down some 
of the mines there and see the conditions 
under which the miners wodc Those condi~ 
t:on.o; are a thou;;ar;-d_ tin}es brtter than thP 
cmH1it!ow; under which the 1nen work<>i in. 
mine,, prior to 1915 under the Government 
which he s··t b<ehind, As vou know. J'v1r. 
Pollock-vou have worked in the Brilliant 
Extendrd~thP rncn on one occa'3!on objected 
1 o cnc- of the shift bosses~ ar:d they came 
out on ~trike until tbst sh1ft boss \Va~ 
distnis:-c·d a ::d b tter conditions for thP 
men in thC' mine were brvught about. 
That was under a Liberal Government. The 
hon. member for East Toowoomba and the 
hon. member f01· Burnett should have visited 
the mines of Chartcn Towers and Gympie 
fll'lor to 1915 and gone below to see the con~ 
ditions under v.-hirh the men worked. The 
(;~overnment of that day 'vcre responsible 
f<Jr the number of miner,' phthisis cases. 
Those cas<es ha ,.e been red need bv seven~ 
tenths since 1915. The cases were' due to 
l'ad ventilation. The ventilation "as so bad 
that the men had to return to the surface 
after working three or four hours. In ccr~ 
tain mines the le,-els were bricked up so 
that other mines could nnt get ventilation. 
At that time the mining inspectors were in 
favour of bette-r conditions for the men, 
bnt pr,•,sure was brought to bear <Jll the 
G<lvcrnment bv the shnreholders of the com· 
paniPs. with the rccult that the men could 
not obtain fair w<Jrking conditions. Charters 
Towers~ has produced £30,000,000 worth of 
gold. 1 regret that the gold return for 
Anstmha and Queensland has fallen con~ 
siderably. At one time Charters Towers 
was the pr•,micr goldfield of Queensland. 
and producPd over one~third of the State's 
gold production. but to~da.,,· it can boast 
<mly one mine .with four .men working, and 
they are rece1nng a subs1dy from the Gov~ 
crnmcnt. I cannot complain of the assist~ 
anee given to the mines of Charters Towers 
sinc0 1915, but there are some persons on 
the field who would ask for anything. They 
would ask for the moon, onlv they know 
they canno·t get rt. Clark's Gold Mine in 
Charters Towers was a good mine, and I have 
It on good authority that the chairman of 
directors is proceeding to Brisbane to inter· 
v1ow the 111inister in an endeavour to 
obta.in <1ssistancc to re~open the " Black 
Jack:' mine at Charters Towers. A public 
meetmg w1s called at Charters Towers 
attended by the shareholders of Clark's 
Gol.d Mines and the public, and it was 
d.cmded to ask for a certain subsidy. Some 
hme ago the Government Geol<Jgist visited 
the field, and I hope his report to the 
M!n!ster wi.H be favourable, and that the 
J\~mis~er wdl consider the applicati<Jn by 
C~ark s G<Jld Mm~s and the people of 
~l,arters Towers w1th a view t<J renewing 
goldmming activities in Charters Towers. 
The Governm?nt Geologist has also visited 
the tm fields. In the Hcrbert electorate. The 
compamcs m that area accepted the 
advice of Mr. Saint~Smith, and they have 
benefited as the result. Although I have 
no g•:eat fai.th in geologists, it turned out 
on t~IS. ~ccaswn that. the geologist was right. 
The1.e " a httle mme, Mount Clear View, 
outs1de Pentland. <Jn which £2,000 has been 
spent., .Mr. Mmton, Government Geologist, 
has V!Slted that field, and I believe his 

Mr. Wellington.] 
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Teport IS favourable. I hope the Minister 
will give some assistance to that mine. The 
Government Geologist has also visited 
Ravenswood. but I believe the directors t,here 
are not on all-fours as to the operation of 
their claim. Mr. Clark will be visiting 
Brisbane and will be interviewing the Min. 
ister with a view to a subsidy, and I hope 
the :Minister will offer some assistance. 
Mining generally is on the decline. When 
the hon. member for East Toowoomba was 
at Mount Isa the deepest shaft was 160 feet. 
He should have gone down some of the old 
shafts in Cloncurry, which are about 1,000 
feet deep. If it brought the perspiration om 
o~ him at 160 feet. what would it do at 
1.000 feet or 4,000 feet? I hope the Min­
ister will give serious consideration to the 
question of goldmining and metalliferous 
n1ining, and give assistance where it is 
d:•servect. 

_ Mr. ·wALKER (Cooroo1'7): We were all 
mterested to hear the speech -delivered by the 
hon. member for Charters Towers on account 
~,f his valuable knowledge of practical min­
lng, a.ntl as one associated 1vith mining for a 
mnnber of ye,trs. \Ye all deplore very much 
mdeed the fact that mining generally has 
d_eclined. If we had cheaper costs of produc­
tiOn many of the mining fields now almost 
<>xtmct, such as Charters TO\vers and Gympie, 
as well as others too numerous to mention, 
could be wo_rked. We all know perfectly well 
that Gympie was about the easiest mining 
Held in Austraiia to work, and that, owing 
to the con<ht!ons under which it was worked 
min('rs' phthisis was practically non: 
f'Xlstent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You know that 
the remedy for the present position in the 
!uining industry is in better treatment. 

:1Ir. WALKER: I recognise that the 
remedy_ fo_r the present position to a great 
extent Is m the more economical treatment 
of the ore-bodice.. The cost of producing 
gold m the early days of Gympic, according 
to returns publishe-d about ten years ago, 
was about £2 12s. per ounce. That was in 
days when the miner received £2 10s. a ;veek, 
when all mining requisites were much cheaper 
than they ore to-day, when there were no 
excessive \Yorkers' compensation premiums 
,~nd practically no income tax to pay. Th~ 
mcreased costs a re such that it is impossible 
to work_ many of our mines profitably to-day. 
If we drscoverccl another Gympie to-morrow, 
the gold under present conditions would cost 
£6 or £7 an ounce to produce. ThDre is 
therefore, no incentive to the investor t~ 
B<'arch for new goldfields. Many prospectors 
will go ant, as it is their livelihood or amuse­
ment, and you "annat stop them. 

Through mining in places like Charters 
Towers and Gympie shutting down. we shall 
shortly be called upon to deal with a great 
problem. The v-holc of the mines where 
opcrat,ions have ceased are now flooded with 
wat<'r. and inside a couple of years every 
minP will be fdled to the surface. It will be 
a problem almost as great as the prickly­
pear to deal with. The genuine prospector 
will he unable to prospect in the old workings. 
Fidds like Charters Towers now employ 
about twenty or thirty men only. That is 
not a desirable state of affairs. We must 
consider the scientific treatment of ores more 
generally than ha' been the ca"e in the past.· 
I am not referring to Gympie, which was 
Pasily worked on account of the gold being 
freer in character than on other goldfields, 

[Mr. Wellington. 

but to ihe other fields in Northem Queens­
land. \Ve know that there are other minerals 
besides gold in Northern Queensland which 
we can exploit and work to advantage; but 
we must rnnember that with regard to silver, 
lead. tin, and the other rarer metals, we must 
compete with the \\·arid's markets. 'The 
centre of tho:;c markets is either London or 
America. We must also remember that other 
countries are producing the same that we 
arc -doing with blMk or coolie labour. That 
is what I want the GoYernment to remember 
"-hen considering the construction of a rail­
way to the Mount Isa field. That railway 
will be of very little U'•e except to the Mount 
Isa field and the adjacent mineral belt, and 
the Government should pause before spend­
!ng an enormous .amount of money on a line 
to ,crve a mineral field. which will have to 
cornp<>te in the world's markets under the 
conditions I have mentioned, when we have 
many parts of our State where the money 
could be spent much more profitably. 

Mr. RYAN: The objective of that railway is 
Camoowcal. It is not proposed to stop at 
:VIount Isa. 

:Ylr. WALKER: I r<>cognise that, and hope 
that the Government will take into considera­
tion when considering that line how it will 
serve the pastoral industry as well as :Mount 
I sa. 

I listened with a great amount of interest 
t.o the speech of the hon. member for Ipswich 
with respect to th<> coalmining industry. 
I find that the cost of coal at the pit's mouth 
is 17s. 6d. per ton. That seems high, but it 
i,; not hig·h in comparison with the price of 
coal in o-ther parts of the world. The cmt 
i' higli when it reaches the ~hip's side. 
\Vhcn tra,·clling over the world recently I 
had the pleasure of g·oing into this question, 
and I am pleased that the hon. member for 
Ipswich hae. introduced it. The hon. membe;:­
made refen'nce to the facilities for loading 
coal into the ships' bunkers, and I can 
homcsth- say from the experience gained in 
1r v tra ~-els 'iha t in no countrv did I s0e such 
oJ:;,olet<> methods. for loading coal as "-e 
have in Queensland. 

:\Ir. CoLLI'\S: You have not sePn the now 
coa!ing appliances at Bowen. 

Mr. \VALKER: Of course the\· a;·,, not 
working yet, so they crmnot be ju·d~·ed. At 
="""·ca~tle thev haYe almost the mo t uco-to­
,la·tc o.nrl effc~tive loadinQ: apparatus that I 
knov; nf. It i-:; up-to-date, eh( r:tp, and 
C'ffert.iY0. 

The SECRETARY FOR :YliNllS : The"· use 
niggers with baskets at Colombo. 

:Yfr. \YALKER: I admit they h::;·e vPrv 
poor methods there, dne to the i>tclnstria'l 
(-conomic position. As we are mutbk to 
s-•cure tha·t cheap labour wo must deal ":ith 
:he problem from a scientific point of view. 
In dealing with the loading of coal, we know 
ro-fcctly well that we have to compete with 
o1her nations. It n1ay be news to f'OJne hon. 
members to know that Engli·-.h coal is actually 
brought out to Australia ~o coal Ye"o•·ls. The 
''hole of the coal loaded at Colom1: , is Eng­
lish coal. 'We should go to Colotnbo and 
endeavour to capture that trade_ \Yith thP 
rich coal deposits that we have throu;l·hout 
Queensland and right along our coac~, 'with 
the acres and acres that are not yet exploited, 
we should be able to command all of that 
trade. 

Take the matter of the big ocean liners 
which come to Brisbane. I do not refer to 
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the small ones tha~ may load alonr.:side the 
<·rane .,t the \Voolloongabba coal \vharf or 
t'oose loaded by baskets at Pinkenba, but to 
the great ocean greyhounds which come to 
Brisbane from time to time. Those vessels 
~"<Jmc to Brisbane, discharge their car~o and 
take in other cargo. but no coal is taken in 
b'· them. A small quantity is sometimes 
Ld;:en in at Sydney, but only sull:icient to 
tnke the vessels to Colombo. 'I'hat is deplor­
.nble. \Ve want all the ships coming to Aus­
tralian wa:ers to be steamed wholly by Aus­
tralian coal. 

I was particularly pleased with the speech 
<•f the hon. member for Ipswich, and l hope 
1 he Ministrer takes into consideration the 
suggestions put forward by that hon. member. 

The :\iinister knows perfectly well, as a 
rractical miner, and aiso as one who knows 
something about the gem industry, that we 
<~re not doing the wise thing in England in 
connection with the export of our gemc.. I 
met the hon, gentleman in England, where 
he made exhaustive inquiries and to a certain 
extent took me into his confidence with 
re-pect 'to the disposal of otF gems. I would 
like to know, when the hon. gentleman makes 
l:ns reply, what is being done in the matter. 
y,-e know now that it was a mistake to drop 
the old eontract which was made with Rubin 
Brothers. In the meantime what is being 
done to put our miners on a better footing 
than the,,- are to-day with regard to their 
hest stom'? 'The rare stones they are recover­
ing could be sold to better advantage than 
is being done, and it should be possible to 
(•xpand the industry by opening up new fields. 
The cost is small, as no treatment is required 
except ·.vashing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MixES: There is addi­
tional cost if they are cut. 

Mr. \YALKER: There is room for better 
selling conditions than exist at present, and 
I hop<' the Minister will go thoroughly into 
ihe matter and se-~ if something can be done. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bou·cn): I am very proud 
of the position that the Bowcn Sr-.te mine 
occupies in the Auditor-General's ·report, 
!•age 86. I give the page for the benetit of 
hon. 1nembers opposite. because we kno\v 
that i1_1 the past the hon. member for Oxley 
has cntlcJsed the Bowen coalfield the Bowen 
jetty, and the Bowen State coalm'ine. Unfor­
lunately the hon. member is absent---perhaps 
fortunately, as I understand he is up North 
on an electioneering tour at !he present time. 
[7 p.m.] 

On page 86 of his rqlOrt, the Auditor­
General, dealing with the Bowen State coal­
lnine. ~Hj 3-

,, The profit for the 2 car 1924-1925 "as 
£8.141 14s. 2d .. as ~ompared with that 
of £338 lls. 4d. for the previous year. 

" The quantity of '- oal sold was 78.656 
to"" 14 cwt., while L479 tons 5 cwt. was 
con,~urncd in the rnine boilers. 

·· Production praeticall_v ceased during 
the period when the trains were unable 
to cross the Inkerma ~1 Bridge. 

" From 6th October. 1924, the coal has 
bt:L·n won under a he' ~-ing rate of 63. 3d. 
per ton, as compared with the daily rate 
of 22s. Sd. operating previously." 

I think the profit can be considered as satis­
factory. On the same> nag-p thn Auditor­
General says the quantity cof saleable coal 
ptoduC'C d in 1924-1925 a: the Bowen State 

coalmine was 80,136 tons, and the sale price 
per ton was-

20s. per ton screened. 
16s. per ton unscreened. 
16s. per ton screened slack. 
14s. per ton unscreened slack. 

The a Yerage cost per ton for the year 1924-
1925 was 14s. 5.6d. per ton, and the average 
cost per ton fo1· the year 1923-1924 was 16s. 
5.5d. per ton. I have had a long experience 
in connection with mining, and so far as rny 
experim,co goes I know nothing like the 
success we have had in connection with the 
Bowen State coalmine. From the first day 
the rails reached the coalfield this mine has 
been a profitable concDrn. It is quite true 
that some people may say we have an advan­
tage over other n1ines inasmuch as we have 
a readv market in the Railway Department. 
Now, if we turn to page 36 of the .annual 
report of lhe Under Secretary for Mines, we 
find that, dealing with the Bowen State coal­
mine, he says-

" The total quantity produced amounted 
to 79,021 tons 8 cwt., valued at £65,296 
1s. 9d., as compared with 80,139 tons, 
valued at £65,111 Ss., for the previous 
year. This coal was supplied to the 
following consumers :-

Tons. Cwt. 
Hailway Department 52,434 19 
Private firms 12,893 12 
Bunker coal 10,329 16 
Navv coal 1,174 0 
Consumed at rn1ne 1,296 19 
Slack coal at grass 892 2 

Total 79,021 8" 

:Yiembers will notice that a fair amount went 
to private consumers and also for bunker 
coal. 

While I am dealing with prc<luction in 
connection with State coal, it will be just as 
well to mention that there is a privately 
owned mine 3 miles 10 chains distant from 
the State-owned mine. On page 36 of the 
report of the Under Secretary for Mines I 
find this-

" BowEN CoNSOLIDATED CoAL MrNEB 
LB1ITED. 

The vear's output from this mine 
was 24.963 tons 5 cwt., valued at 
£20,053 10s. 5d. These figures show that 
more thRn double the quantity was pro­
duced during 1924 than during 1923." 

\<;' e can see that the Bow en coalfield at 
the present time is producing a fairly 
largo amount of coal. While we hear from 
time to time about State enterprises not 
paying, the Bowen Consolidated Coal Mines, 
Limited, which has been in operation for a 
number of nars on the Bowen coalfield, 
h~s up to the present time not paid any 
dividends at all. I want to tell the whole 
truth. 

An OPPOSITION ME)JBER : They had not got 
the railway. 

:Mr. COLLINS: The railway to the private 
n1ine v.,~as built shortly after its completion 
to the State mine, but one of the reasons 
why they are not paying any diYidends io 
because they are putting the pro(its into 
developmental work. It will be noticed 
that in his report the Auclitor-Gem·ral 
refers to the fact that the pwd•w' i<n 
at the State coalmine practically ceased 
during the period of about nine week; that 
the Inkerman bridge over the Burdekin 

Mr. Collins.l 
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RiYer was impassable, owing to its partial 
destruction by floDds. That goes to show 
that. but for that washaway, a much better 
result would have been shown in connec­
tion with the State coalmine. We have to 
deal with the future, and the future is very 
important so far as the Bowen coalfield is 
concerned. The Bowen je~ty will be com­
pleted at. the end of this year. When com­
pleted. it will have cost a little over 
£200,000. We are told that we have there 
the most up-to-date crane in the Australian 
Commonwealth-a long way ahead of the 
crane« mentioned by the hon. member for 
Ipswich this afternoon. Of course, the 
£200,000 includes the cost of the jetty as 
well as the crane. We have been told that 
this crane is capable of loading 350 tons 
per hour, that is with two ships, one on 
oach side of the jetty. If trucks can be got 
up to it, it is capable of lifting that amount 
-its lifting capacity is 20 tons. The Rail­
way Department has already ordered the 
construction of fifty new hoppers, which 
will each contain 11 tons of coal, and, with 
the hopper combined, the weig,ht will be a 
little oYer 16 tons. In my opinion, that is 
not sufficient, by a long way, if we are going 
to build up the export trade we are looking 
forward to. I do not know whether the 
hoppers are to be gone on with, but I 
understand that in the Maitland and New­
castle districts they prefer hoppers to bins. 
Failing to get coal hoppers, we must have 
bins; and I have been impressing on the 
Government during the past two years that 
bins must be built either at the Bowen 
8_ta.te coalmine or else close to the jetty. 
We have been told bv Mr. Cullen that bins 
cannot be placed on "the jetty, as the jetty 
could not carry them. I want the Secre­
tary for Mines and the Government to 
take notice of what I am saying. While 
'• e are showing a much bigger profit 
than. we haYe shown previously, if it had 
no~ been for the washaway on the Burdekin 
bndgo we would have shown a yet 
bigger profit, assuming that we had had 
• uffirient railway trucks to supply the 
orders received by the Bowen coalmines. 
There has been a shortage of trucks not 
onh for the State coalmine but in con­
'!ection_ with th.:; privately owned mine there 
lrom hme to t.rme. 

Whe_n the Minister gets up he can tell the 
Comm1ttee what has been done in reo-ard to 
r,ho treatment o£ the smdl slack" which 
remains after the coal ha-s been screened for 
'he making of coke. I understand that cer­
~ain expcrjn1ents have been carried out by 
the Deputment of Mines under the o-uidance 
of 1lw cVIinister, and I should like to know 
what the rewlt has beAn. 

I 'm Ycry pleased with what has taken 
rlacr in that, part of the Bowen electorate 
in dcvelopn1ental work, and, as the hon. 
member for Ips_wich has pointed out, we 
oug:1t to be domg a larger trade in the 
bunkering of vessels than we are. Let us 
hope that in the future provision will be 
marl•J so that wo shali be able not only to do 
bunkering but also embark upon an overseas 
lrarle. I do not think we have anything to 
fear from competition. On the Bowen coal­
fwld we have a very good article, and we 
can produce it in millions of tons. Every­
bad:,· knows that it is one of the largest coal­
fields in the world. 

Coming to prospecting, I am very pleased 
at what has been done by the department at 

[ 1111'. Collins. 

l:he Mount Coolon. The new Empire battery 
has been erected, and I hope that the Min­
ister will explain something about that bat­
tery, because I understand it is new to 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: New to tbe 
world. 

Mr. COLLI::'-!S: I understand it has been­
very successful. That will counteract the 
statement made this afternoon by the hon. 
member for Cooroora that if we disco,-ered 
a second Gympie to-morrow it could not be 
profitably worked under existing conditions. 
Here is a battery whiCh the Minister says 
is new to the world, and which astonished 
the natives, so to speak, so that the cost of 
production of gold ~hould be lessened. At 
any rate, the Bowen goldfields are in a 
developmental state, and I am pleased with 
what the Minister has done to assist that 
part of the electorate. Judging by the fall­
ing off in the gold yield, which is astounding 
when, one considers the enormous production 
we us0d to have some years ago in this Sta_te, 
there is ample room for Government assJst­
ance for such developmental works. Another 
goldfield in the electorate is the l\ior­
manby goldfield, where there are two mine" 
working. Both haYe been assisted by the 
Mines Department, and on one of them two 
men are operating, and I understand that the 
work they are doing is simply wonderful. It 
all goes to show that in different parts of 
Queensland we can look for good results. At 
anv rate encouragement has been given by 
the Gov~rnment in this direction. 

There is anv amount of scope for prospect­
ing generally: The old type of prospector 
';eems to be slowly disappearing. It may be 
that there will come a time when youngPr 
men with wider experience and better train­
mg will be able to look not only for gold-as 
the old-time prospector looked for it-but for 
other metals as well. I am satisfied that, as 
i ime goes on, other fields will be discovered 
in Queensland. and the department sho':'ld 
give every assistance 1t can to the gentune 
prospector. 

I hav'l no complaint to make against the 
Denartment of Mines for the treatment m<>ted 
,;ut' to mv electorate in regard to prospecting­
and 1nini~ng generally. 

Once more I want to impress upon the 
7,Iinister thA urgent need for considel'ing the 
nnc,tion of the c·stablishment of bins as 
,:uickly as possible. J\'o time should be lost. 
':i'he mm of £200.000 hns bePn investee! in -the 
jcttv. and we mmt now look for an export 
irade in coal 'to enable the Harbour Board 
i(> meet its liabilities in connection with the 
mon<>y expended in the construction of the 
je·l;:ty. 

:\Ir. G. P. B,\R::\'ES (Warwick): The hon. 
rncmber for Bowcn truthfullY states that his f art of the Stat~~ has no rea",. on to c01nplain 
d the attention which has been gi,-en by the 
Government to mining. Indeed I thmk the 
Audi·~or-Genoral' · report, which is again 
l•eforc ns this evening, disclo•£s the [act that 
quite liberal treatment has been meted out 
10 the Northern centres. I am far from one 
nf those who underrate the value that mining 
has been ~o Queensland. I put in some of 
r •.v lYovhood clan at Gympie, and I know 
"hat the development of that fieicl did for 
this State during' those days. I nrn a.ho 
a·.; are that the discm·eries which took place 
'' t Charters Tm,-crs and elsewhere rendered 
mighty a~«istance :o the development of 
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Queensland I question if the fine effort 
in agricultural and dairying development at 
Gympie would haYe brought those ii1dustries 
tu their present state if they had not been 
preceded by ~he development of the mining 
industry there. Kot only Queensland but 
Australia owes a great deal to the mining 
industry. 

I congratulate the hon. member for Bowen 
upon the otatement he made regarding the 
Bowen coalfield, and, if he had not made 
i.he sta·~emcnt, I was going to make it. 
Interested as one must be in the wellbeing 
of the State, one is only too ha·ppy to con­
r;ratulat" the hon. member and the Govern­
ment upon the achievements on the Bowen 
coalfield. I remember the hon. member for 
Jlowen passing round a pho~ograph disclosing 
the magnitude of that field, and I imagine 
that it is only in its infancy. The only thing 
I hope for is that some means may be assured 
for encouraging shipping to come to our 
ports. Just by the way, we are not offering 
very much encouragemen"o in that direction 
at present. but let us hope that the day is 
not far distant when a far better fec,ling 
will exist between all concerned, and that 
there will be a vast co-operative moYcment 
amongs~ shippers as well as men, so that the 
riches of our land may be developed as they 
should be. However. despite all that, one is 
"· little alarmed at the enormous remount of 
n~onoy going into these various ent~~rprises. 
Refe_rring to th~ Mines Department, the 
Auditor-General 111 his report states-

'· The expenditure from Comolidated 
Revenue for the year 1924-25 totalled 
£66,357 3s. 8d, as o~mpared with £69,?96 
lls. 3d. for the previous year." 

He further states-
" Financial statements for th2 year 

1924-25 of the various State mining enter­
prises other than the Chillagoe smelters, 
Irvinebank treatment works, and :t>Iount 
Mullic;an coalmines, appear on 1m;::·es 88-
93. Styx coalmine No. 3 was still in the 
developmental stage, and a balance-sheet 
only of that mine is appended." 

The indebtedness to 1 he Trcasurv of th<ese 
concerns is shown in a table · \Yhich is 
nppC'nded. The Bowen coalmine, allo\Yin~ 
for the credit in the Trust Fund Account, is 
in debit to the Loan Fund Account to the 
extent of £87,000. That is a feirlv large 
a1nount, and shows the "~ssistancc the GoYern­
rnrnt have given to the Bo,Yen C'oahnine. 
There is, in addition to that amount, the 
PxpeEditure on the construction of the rail­
way, and the £200,000 r •fcrred to bv the 
holl. member for J3mYen. It is onlv a fair 
thing. in the faec of that exp-:nd!turc, to 
expect thlt thei·e should be a rdurn. I am 
pleased to note that lrrst vcar the Dowen coal­
mine ~hawed a profit of £8,141, as against 
£338 for the pre,·ious ye m·. 

ThB other mining ventures engaged in by 
th0 Go;"crnrn0nt ~how a fair1v C"Jn~idera ble 
loss. The Dn•·alaba coalmine' sho·n a loss 
ag-ain of £4,622 C. Sd. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mr~ES: \Ve sold that 
coal very cheaply. 

Ylt-. G. P. BARNES: The question whether 
that was wise depends upon the contra~ 
results. If the results have been good. 
then the real loss to the S·tate has not been 
so great. I understand that the railways 
derived some benefit. · 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Coal '·'·"s sup­
plied from the Baralaba mine to the rail­
ways and the Mount ::\1organ Gold Mining 
Company at 14s. 9d. per ton, which is a 
ridiculous price. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: ::\fotwithstanding that 
fact, the raihYays do not pay. The report 
furthN show' that the Styx No. 2 coalmine 
sho"\ved a los'3 on f1e year's operations of 
£14.534 18s. ld., compared with £14,384 3s. 
9d. for the preYious ypar. The repon further 
states-

,, Styx ::\'o. 3.-During the year 1924-
1925 further capital expenditure aggre­
gating £22,403 13s. 8d. was made, and 
reyenue totalling £561 6s. Ud. from sales: 
of coal won in the course of devdopment 
of rnain leveh ·was paid to Treasury in 
reduction of the indebtedness which, at 
30th June, 1925, stond at £67,893 11s. 
4d." 

That Is a very considerable sum. The 
indebtedness to the Treasury of the State 
mining enterprises, other than the Chillagoe 
smelters, the Irvinebank treatment works, 
and the :\fount Mulligan coal mines, is shown 
to be-

" Consolida tcd 
Trust Fund 
Loan Fund 

£ '· rl. 
Re>·enue 84,292 11 10 

95,561 7 10 
239,258 10 9 " 

The total indebtedn.ess represents a sum of 
som0thing like £500.000. The ::\Iillister, no 
doubt. -.vill haYe a good deal to say regard­
ing this expenditure. The total loss, exclu­
sive of interest, in connection with the State 
smelters as appearing on page 100 of the 
report of the Auditm·~General is shown to 
be-· 

" 1920-Profit 
1921-Loss 
1922-LoCR 
1923-Lo's 
1924-Lo· 
1925-Lo" 

£ , ,, rl. 
6,014 11 3 

37,371 13 5 
50,086 14 6 
26.337 15 5 
56,897 19 6 
2~,928 16 8" 

That affords pretty serious reading. We can­
not go on indefiniteiv making losses of that 
nature. Certainly • the Auditor-General 
seems to indicate that an inspection by 
v>trious hon. members of this Assemb!v would 
probably Jcad to SO!YIC better COnclusion 
being arrived et. I imagine the Auditor-
0cn0ral to be r.n cxcecdim;ly cautious man, 
who would not make a recommendation such 
as this without being fully reiz,cd of the 
importance of it. He says with reg'r·l to the 
State smdters--

" During my visit I ]earned that since 
the inception of the enterprise in 1920 
onlv four Ministers and two nri,·ate 
melnb~rs ('Yhn accompanied ::.VIiDi~ters) 
h'YC' visited Chil!agoe. In view of the 
irnnortDnre to the Stnte of the und0rtak­
iEg. anrl its financial resl?onsib~lities, 
might I snggcst fnr the cons1denhon of 
the GoY0rnment the desirabilitv of invit­
ing hoth Par!iamentnrv parties to dele­
gate. :. t~v. threC' or more of their mem­
bers to Yisit ChillagcP and Mungana 114 
mile' distant), where the Statf' mines are 
situated, for the nm·pose of ol~,taining 
f!r~t-hand information, and se0ing for 
themseh·cs what the existence of this 
enterprise really 1ncans to the State." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCULTU!'E: I c<~:n one 
of those whn have visited the Chillag·oe and 
).fnngan'l n1inez. 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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:".!l:r. G. P. BARNES: On page 103, the 
report sets out-

" 
7rhe expenditure for the financial 

year amounted to £282,352 14s. lld., as 
compared with £407,957 6s. 5d. during 
the vear 1923-24, a decrease of £125,604 
lls. 'iid." 

It is quite evident these mining matters 
reqmre looking into with exceeding care. 
Going back to page 7 of the report, I read 
that the amount of £281,821 17s. 9d. was 
t.ran,ferr<?d to Loan Fund from Trust Funds. 
::-Jo doubt it is satisfactory to Trust Funds to 
get rid of an incubus like· that, but where the 
fair play comes in of loading the Loan Fund 
with that amount is a question to me. The 
matter certainly requires looking into, as the 
qn~'tion is an exceedingly difficult one. 
There are many other items in the report 
!hat might be referred to, and the following 
IS OflE' :-

•' 'I'he following table 
surv indebtedness from 
1920 to the year 1925 :-

shows the Trea­
its inception m 

£ 
1920 243,881 
1921 292,213 
1922 525,160 
1923 710,618 
1924 974,830 
J 925 790,548 

The fignrPs for the year 1925 are 
explained by the writing off by the Trea­
sury of £281,821 17s. 9d., which repre­
"'nts the accumulated loss to the 30th 
June, 1924." 

In all conscience it is a pretty serious thing 
for a State which is so exceedingly hE>avily 
taxed to find that a huge sum like that, 
which has gradually accumulated for a 
number of vears, is now written off. I hr.vc 
no doubt that the Minister will give a full 
explanation regarding these matters, and I 
hope he will not allow his general optimism 
to run away with him, but that he will indi­
cate thaL a very much firmer hand than has 
been in evidence heretofore will be kept on 
n1ining enterprises. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
\\"bat does ast-onish me in connection with· 

mining- matters is that no attention has been 
given to mines in Southern Queensland. 
While' the hon. member for Bowen can tak•3 
credit for what has been done in tho North, 
eearcely anything has been done in the South. 
\Vc have a very fine prospect in Souther•1 
Que· ,;-s]and, a prospect that would yield a 
return without any gift of mone:v and ,,~ithout 
runnin~ the risk of the loss of money, if 
only ordinarv help in the way of carrying out 
a ra.ilv"''' enterprise were given. vVithout 
direct help we might have had a mighty 
development in connection with Silvcrspur, as 
the hon. member for Carnarvon will no doubt 
tell hfJn. rnen1bers. So1ne eleven years ago u 
raihYa-, -was approved from Texas to S:ilve:_·­
spur. hlt this Government have not had the 
courag-e to construct that railway, wh1cl1 
, .. ould hnv0 developed this fin<> mining ento;·­
priH' ard would have found employment for 
a grP::t number of people. Further daylight. 
has bc·on ~iven to this matter just recently. 
Since the Si]Yerf:pur mine- comnu:mccd screen­
in~ it has put through somethi:'g- over 
100.oo:-; Jons, the metallic contents of which 
v;Pn: '· orth 5:omething like a million of money. 
A bout £325.000 in cash has been distributed. 
whiH. the slag- content is valued at £620.000. 
I fed snre that the buj]ding of that railway 
would have assisted this great mine. Of 

[J.fr. G. P. Barnes. 

course, I know all mining people are opti­
mistic, but as a result of the fullest inquiry 
there seems to be every evidence -that, as a 
result of the construction of that railway, this 
Sill•erspur mine would yield a fine return to 
the State. and would give employment to a 
,-ast number of people. Up to 1921 the mine 
had produced 2,031,987 oz. of silver, 4.797 oz. 
cf gold. 1,049 tons of copper, and 1,428 tons 
of lead, whilst the largest production in any 
one ~-ear was in 1908. when 174,883 oz. of 
sih·er, 1!26.3 oz. of g-old, 84.07 tons of copper, 
and 98.853 tons of lead were produced. The 
slag- dump is <>stimated to contain £620,000 
,,-orth of minerals, and of these it is estimated 
that at l0ast two-thirds of the value would be 
recovered by tre:~tment. The point to be 
remembered is that it is not possible to cart 
coal or coke bv roa-d and make the work of 
the extraction·· of the metals from the slag 
or from the ore pay, but it would pay hand­
S·1ml.'lv if the railwav were built. It is <>sti­
mated that the traffic hy the 1·ailway from 
Silverspur alone would be 9,000 tons per 
annum inwards, and 7,000 tons outward•, 
when the mine was in full working order. A 
small expenditure only is requisite in order 
to mak0 that mine give a very handsome 
return to the country, and to provide pro­
fitable employment for a large number of 
ll18ll. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES : It was the 
action of the Hughes Government in issuing 
a proclamation with regard to minerals dur­
ing- the war that caused the closing down of 
the Silverspur mine. 

::\1r. G. P. BARNES: There has been ample 
opportunity during- recent years for the 
Secretarv for Mines to develop the mining 
industrv· there. Evidentlv the- Government 
realised that something ·might have been 
done dnring the regime of Mr. Hughcs that 
was not don0, but they did not rise to the 
occasion. We want to know what the attitud£> 
of tho Government is going to be in regard to 
the matter not only of developing the Silve_r­
spur mine, but also the immense a·rea m 
the DumarE''.q Valley, which is exceedingly 
fPrtile. The railway would bring the trade 
cf a consid0rable di,trict which now goes to 
Rwlney .. 1 distance of 600 miles, to the port of 
Brisbane. which would be onlv 300 miles 
distant. and tlw carrying out of the intention 
of Parliament by building that line would 
bring into operation one of the best si! ver 
mines in Queensland. 

Mr. RY AN (Cook): The hon. member for 
\Yarwick quoted a suggestion by the Auditor­
General that it would be a good thing for the 
mining industry in Queensland if a delegation 
<'omnos~d of members from both sides of th» 
Cha~n her "'~en; to visit and report on the 
possibilities of Chil!agoe. as the knowledge 
gained by investigating the possibilities in 
that cenh:c would be of ~reat value. I think 
that the Auditor-GE'neral might have gom~ 
further and sug-gested that the delegation 
should also include in its itinerary Mount Isa 
and other portions of th<> State which aro 
csscr:tia11:v n1ining areas. 

General regret has been express<cd by hon. 
members on both sides because of the decrease 
in th" production of g·old and other minerals 
throughout thE' State. To anyone who has 
followed the history of mining it might appear 
that to some ext0nt the mining industry Js 

undergoing a process of evoluti-on. We look 
back to seventy years ago when gold was first 
discov<>r<>d at Ballarat, and the miners there 
laid down the founclation stone of working­
class democracy. If we visited Ballarat 
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to-day, we should see that, although so many 
tons of gold have been produced there in th•e 
past, there is not a mine in operation or a 
mine>' working within 20 miles of the Ballarat 
Post Office. The same 1·emark almost applies 
to Bcncligo, except that there are one or two 
show-- working. there. I mention these two 
f.wmeriY (\Teat centres to ,how tha<; the olcl 
·fields of Gympie, Charters Towers, Croydon. 
and other gold mining centres in Queenslan..I 
r. fl' net peculiar in this regard. 

Although some hon. members on the other 
sidE' tdk about the optimism of the 
1\Iinist'-T in regard to mining, I believe that 
ihe hon. gentleman is following the right 
track, and I congratulate him upon his 
endeavours to do something to resuscitate 
the mining industry in this Sta,te. As I have 
already sa id, the mining industry is pass· 
ing through a process of evolution. We have 
only to go back a few years to the time 
when mining in this State was flourishing. 
I am speaking now of the ra,re metals, 
apart from gold, but the values now are so 
low that it is impossible for the miners who 
were producing them to go on with the 
work. The reason is that the great war, 
Dne of the milestones in the history of man­
\;:ind, ha,s changed the position for the pre· 
sent, although I believe the time will come 
:·:hen the mining industry will get back to 
Its old pla.ne. During the war the coolies 
in China, as mentioned bv the hon. member 
for Cooroora, woke up t~ the fact that the 
production of rare metals was a, paying thing 
and they began to mine that kind of metal. 
They arc producing it at a rate which makes 
it impossible for t.he miner in Queensla,nd or 
any other part of the world to compete with 
them. . I do not say that it is possible for 
them to work their fields out, but we have 
to. remember that during the war a,bout two­
thrrds of the molvbdenite of the world 
were produced in North Queensland. The 
het that the product was in dema,nd to 
such an extent enabled men to work their 
mines. but to-dav it does not matter how 
~n1all t~v~ mines '!nay be it is impossible to 
do so, because of the present values. 

J\1r. \T 0\\'LES : I:;; there any demand for 
n1olybd.enite nov~T? 

::\fr. RYAN: There is some. As a matter 
of fact, I believe the miners at Wolfram 
c~mp :n!' _r;e_tting bet-:·een £9 and £10 per 
cwt.. whiCh rs very drfferent, indeed, from 
~he £3_3 to £35_ which thev were receiving 
Just bcrore and Just after the war concluded. 

Mr. YowLES: Tha.t was for barrels of 
gunp;, ·~as it not? 

Mr. RY_-\:;\1: It was used for the ha,rden­
!ng of steel, but to-day a molybdenite mine 
IS not profitable. To a certain extent it is 
payable if it is a fa.irly rich mine but if 
it is worked on a large' scale, including 'the 
low-grade metal, it is not payable, That is 
only by the way, but it shows tha,t the war 
had something to _de;> wi~h this process of 
-evolutwn m the mmmg mdustry. 

I am very pleased to notice that there is 
l!n increase in the Yote for prospecting. 'I'he 
hon. member for Bowen has drawn attention 
'o the fact that the old type of nrospector 
i::; fast.:,._passing away, and the actiori taken by 
t 1H' :hmcs Department in encouraging pros­
r,octing will bring forward a younger type 
of prospector. I have noticed in the far 
l\' orth that the younger type of prospector is 
Dutdoing- the older t:vpe of prospector. I 
<'ungra tu latA the Minister on his efforts to 

ahist prospecting in the far North. Although 
,ome time ago it was said that the mmmg 
imlustry was settled and it was impossible 
to revive it, I am sure it must be encouraging 
(o the Minister to know that eve!1 on an 
cld tin field adjacent to the old Croydon gold­
f't· ld, which tinfield was worked from twenty­
five to twenty-seven years ago, a bona fide 
r•rospector, b-; virtue of the increas·•d know­
ledge he has' gained, has been successful, by 
following along one of the shafts through the 
g-ranite into the country holding tin in that 
district, in locating the proper tin couu~ry 
of such a value a•· will create Stanhills tin­
field one of the bc>st tinficlds in Auoiralia. 

I congratulate the Minister for the -assist­
ance he gave to the miner a,nd for the 
,,.,,istance he gave in connection with the 
erection of a battery to crush the miners' 
stone, for which they work very hard. Irre­
spective of what hon. members opposite or 
on this side may say, undoubtedly the real 
pioneers of ·this country were the miners. 
\Ye have only to look at the old landmarks 
of Australia to know that the first men and 
the best men and the real pioneers were the 
miners. It is that type of man who again is 
going to open up the back blocks in this 
coun:ry. There is one portion of this State, 
t'Jc, Cape York Peninsula, which Rhould be 
opened up and prospected with <;ssistance 
from thu Mines Department. A party should 
be organised by the Minister-paying no con­
'ideration whatever to local considerations at 
Cooktown, or any other place in that area­
consisting of a geologist, with guides to be 
"dectcd at Cooktown and other far Northern 
r·laces to conduct this party in order that a 
'cientifir investigation may be made into the 
whole of the Ca.pe York Peninsula. 

Mr. COLLINS: A g·ood suggestion. 

Mr. RY AN: Forty years ago ·:ho great 
Palmer goldfield was the saviour of North 
Queensland, if not of Que<msland itself. On 
account of the value of the wash on which 
!h8 men \vere working din1inishing, the men 
<1rifted to the Hodgkinson field and other 
places that were opened up. Those men were 
r:nostly young 1nen at the ti1ne. ..t\ few of 
c,lw o:d hands remained at the old place. but 
t!1e ;J;lincs Department at that time turned 
its eves to the new places, with the re• ult 
that the Palmor field was allowed to slip into 
the hands of the Chinese. It is only during 
the last five or six years that a prospector 
who had put in some time thirty Gdd years 
.vgo on the Palmer field was succe~sful in 
obtaining sufficient capital to 0nablc him to 
convince the Governn1ent that i"t \vou:d be to 
the benefit of the mining industry if they 
\\·ere to assist him to some extent in boring, 
io show that a theory which he held against 
ome of the g·rea~est' geologists in thP M!nes 

Department was the correct one. The J\1Ines 
IlL·partment decided that it would o.t3ist him, 
I hanpcn to b0 the member for th•2 district, 
and 'this old friend of mine, who has now 
r:csscd away, proved his theory to be true. 
.H hio suggestion the Mines Department 
bored with a diamond drill and proved that 
gold-bearing country existed 100 to .130 feet 
under the conglomerate sandstone. H13 theory 
was proved absolutely, but unfortunately he 
and the other two in the s;·ndicate-bc~ween 
them they put up £10,000-passod away 
within a short time of each other. 'I'hc result 
is that the whole of the work is now hung up. 
These three men were not poor men, but the 
trustees of the three differen~ est a t<;o cannot 
come to an agreement to carry on the good 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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work of j:}rospecting that ore on the Palmer. 
1 hope tha~ the Mines Departm~nt will not 
lose sight of the work done by this sy':d!Cat~, 
and, if the trustees do not proceed with this 
Vl'l"Y important work, that th.:; department 
will either continue the work Itself or sub­
>idise another syndicate t<> prove that this 
great Palmer goldfield is what my oid friend, 
ihe iate Jim Watters, believed it to be. 

I also desii·e to extend congratulations to 
the Minister for the manner in which he has 
assist<d mining by visiting the outposts of 
the mining fields of this State. 

Mr. COLL!NS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: I have accompanied the Min­
ioster on two or three occasions as far as 
Croydon. Any person who has had a trip 
like that will understand that it is not a 
picnic for the Minister or anyone else. It is 
fairlv hard work for any man to pay a visit 
to arq of the outback places. I congratulate 
the hon. gentleman on his foresight in visit­
ing these places and in overcoming the incon­
venienc<'; that his predecessors might have 
seen in front of them. I have worked on 
the mining fields in Queensland, and I believe 
that the :Nlincs Department or Minister 
•hould make it compulsory that the \1 ar·den 
ehould make periodical visits to all the min­
ing fielde in the district under his control. 

Mr. COLLINS: Hear, hear ! A good sug­
gestion again. 

Mr. RY AJ\': There is not the least doubt 
that miners ar'' more pleased to see the 
warden than any other person who visits 
their centre. I hope that the Minister will 
make a. note of my suggestion, and see that 
the warden visits the various fields in his 
district in order to make himself conversant 
with the conditions of those fields. It does 
not matter whether the clergyman or anyone 
else visits a field, his welcome is not to be 
compared with that given to the warden, who 
is received as if he were a little god. It 
•m·prises me that the wardens do not make 
more h·,,quont visits than they do to the 
mining field;;. That may be due to the fact 
that some of them are a little bit over the 
age when a man has an adventurous disposi­
:ion or a love for travelling. but his visits 
should be more frequent and be a part of his 
duties. 

I want to refer to another matter which, 
although really a railway matter, has some 
bc:·,ring on the mining industry. I refer to 
the Etheridge goldmining field. A railway 
runs from Almaden to Forso.yth, about 134 
miles. There is om· train service a week. 
The miners go to no end of trouble to convey 
their ore tu the rail-hea·d, and very often 
when thev arriye there thev find no trucks. 
Tlwre is a shortage of rollii1g-stock. I have 
been speakinc; to ·several of the old miners 
up there, and, to g·ive some id0a of what a 
liberty-loving cla'.' of men these miners are 
--and it is generally conceded that they are 
a very free-handed lot of men-they are pre­
pared to pay 5 per cent. of the cost of the 
1·ailage from Forsayth to Chillagoe, provided 
that mor,ey is spmt in the building Df extra 
rolling-stock. I hope tho Minister will do 
<om0thing to rf'licve the position so far as 
t,his i conct>rneJ. 

::vrr. CL.IYTON: The primary producers pay 
more than that for demurrage. 

Mr. RYA~: That is their own funeral. 
Thc<c miners are prepared to pay 5 per cent. 
er 10 per cent. if they are guaranteed 1 hat 

[ifir. Ryan. 

rolling-stock. I hope the Minister will bring 
pr<•ssure to bear upon the general manager 
at Chillagoe in order that sufficient rolling·­
stock may b" a ntilablc for the miners in ti1c 
Etheridge district. 

I -do not intend to say any more, as the 
different votes will give me an opportunir.y 
of touching upon other matters, but I again 
want to congratulate the Minister on what 
ho has done for the far North. Without 
showing that I am in any way trying to 
pour jam on his bread or anything of that 
kind, I can say that the miner,, of the far 
North appreciate the fact that they have the 
best Secr·etary for ::Ylines they ha YO Ever had 
in Queensland. 

l\1r. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): It is gener­
ally admited that, in the mining industry in 
Queensland at present., there is a great 
depression, which has exist-ed for the last 
seyen or eight years. Probably It may be at 
interest to hon. members opposite to knc~w 
that I claim to be the most bona fide miner 
in this Commi, lee, ha ,-ing first seen the light 
of dtty in a miner's camp, and. spent my early 
days-the palmy days of mining in Queens­
laud-nmong the mining districts Df South· 
Queensland. I mw goldmining in New 
Guinea, and, generally epeaking, have been 
aORcciutcd wit11 mining in So11th Queensland 
for the last thirtv vears. During that time 
mining has not displayed that success which 
we might have expected. In the electorate 
I represent we hanJ not only g<>ldmining, 
and the great Silverspur mine mentioned by 
the hon. member for ·warwick, but also 
copper, and that groat arsenic mine which 
the Minister has so oftQ!l been proud to n1.en­
tion and last but not least, we have th" 
lim~ qua;ries. To-day the lime quarries. at 
Gore arc probably the most progressJve 
quarric,-if I maY be allowed tD bring them 
under the heading of mining-that we have in 
Queensland. Last vear those quarries alone 
were worth £30,000 ·in freight to the Railway 
Department. At the present time that depart­
n1cnt. is running eight special trains a week 
to Gore to cope with the output of thoee 
quarries. About 12 miles from \Yarwick al.'o 
there arc great quantitic·" of lime that C<ell 

be won easilv. Then there is the Dumaresq 
Valley district, where '"e have l?rospects of 

copper. A little while ago we 
[8 p.m.J had bright hopu that we might 

have a new copper field openeJ 
up Jhcre, bnt the cr•.t o! mini'lg and treat­
ment was so creat that it kille-d tbc show 
that \\ :.ts being- ·deyc]onccl in a s·mall :"ay b:; 
0nterprising people in \Yarwick. It /s m(:t 
di~h~artening to-dnv to :To ovor the old gol, '­
fields. The"' olcf gddfields in Southern 
Queensland haye b('(~n reserved as ~nining 
leases, and th(' pri< k!v-p~- ar took e._trty po:-:­
sc~o;;ion of tht:m. If a party of two or thrc 1 

dcsirt>d to pro:"pcct thC'sc goldfic1f:s that \Yere 
~o rich in the boom dav~. it would b~ almo r 
impossible for them to 'locate an portion 0f 
tho area tbat \YUS not oycrrnn V'ith pricklY­
pear, and, instcHd of t 11P fields being avail­
n.blP to inh:nding pn 3pcct/JrR, the mining 
fioJ.ds in mv clectm tc· :ne a curse to the 
communitv. · as they a rP .:;;ced-b0ds for th0 
great priCkly-pear 'scOUl'f!0. Of cou1·~~. \VC 
cannot bJame anv Govrrn~nont fm· th1 a.;; 
thc"e are.c1s were" rcscn't'd fer mi11-in~ pur­
po:::C's, ::lnd th"y have been practically a no 
lnan's ]and, arid it wa" nobod,y's businesf' to 
attempt to prownt the sproad of. p_ricklv­
pcar. I am still hopeful that mm1ng m 
Ouecnsland '"'-;11 rcviYP. bnt the only way 
that is possible is, as the hon. member fDr 
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Cook mentioned, for the department to make 
further money available for prospectors. 
Where are the old miners of bygone days? 
\Ve have none like them in the State now, 
and, as the hon. member for Cook men­
tioned, a new type of miner is interesting 
himself in mining, and I am very much 
afraid that the new man will not follow 
mining with the same esprit de corps that 
was shown by the old miners. They are Dot 
in a position to carry on mining, as they 
have no capital behind them, and it is very 
little use for a prospecting party to go out 
nnless they hav€ capital or unless the Govern­
ment are prepared to finance them. If you 
ask an old miner in my district why he does 
not take on prospecting in these days, he 
casually remarks, "\Vel!, I cannot afford to 
carry on mining any longer." It is beyond 
them to undertake mining or prospecting, as 
it is not the one-man's job to-day that it 
was when some of us were kiddies on the 
early fiel·ds. 

There seems to be a depression in the 
State arsenic enterprise at Jibbenbar. I 
notice there is a decrease in the yote this 
year, and I would like the Minister to make 
a definite st.atement with regard to the future 
prosp_ect~ of that mine. The . mining for 
arsemc m the Stanthorpe distnct has been 
profitable to Roberts's pear poison fac.ory at 
\Vallangarra. The output of that company 
has been taken oYer by the Pricklv Pear 
Land Commission and distributed to prickly­
pear selectors at very much less cost than it 
was ever supplied to the selectors befor€. 
~he Secretary for Mines has always 

clai;ned a goo·~ deal of cmdit for making 
ava1lable ar.,emc from the State arsenic mine 
at Jibbenbe,r, but that mine has not been a 
succe~s so far as the eradication of prickly­
pear IS concerned. Of course, the a1·senic sup­
plied now is manufactured by the firm of 0. C. 
Hoberts at Wallangarra. I notice that there 
is a reduction of about £5 000 in connection 
with thG expenditure at that mine. There 
are a good many people who have been 
deper:di:"g on the mine for a living, and they 
ste :mxwus to know whether it is the inten­
tion of the Mines Department to continue 
the working of the mine. 

I must congratulate the hon. member for 
Warwick fot• the information which he has 
g~ven the C_ommittee with regard to the 
Silverspur mmo near Texas. I would point 
o~t t~ l'he Committee _that the Silverspur 
1n1no Js a permanent mlllf\ and one of the 
greatest as';r ts of its kind in the State. It 
can, llt any rate, be claimed that the mine 
has not cost the Government anything in the 
way of encouraging and developing it. Hon. 
members who represent Northern constituen­
cies m>t:· boast of their mines-as the hon. 
member for BmYen, for instance, did about 
the Bmvon coalmine-but what has it cost 
th? State in the way of development of those 
mmes 9 What have the Chillagoe mines 
cost? 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: 'No have given 
a Jsistance to the SilYerspur mine. 

Mr. COSTELLO : That is not worth men­
tioning compared with the large amonnt 
which has been spent in the North in helping 
to develop some of the mines there. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The Silverspur 
Company applied for £1,200. They got it 
and paid it back. 

Mr. COSTELLO: That should be an 
inducement to the Minister to use his 

influence with the GoYernment to construct 
the long-promised railway to Texas, which 
would be a great advantage not only to the 
miners but to the agriculturists along the 
Texas Valley. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Did you pro­
mise the railway? 

::\!Ir. COSTELLO : I have promised the 
railway, and I am going to liYe to see it 
constructed. The prospects of the construc­
tion of the railway ,are brighter to-day than 
they have been for the last ten years. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. COSTELLO: I would like to quote 
from ,a report of Mr. Ball, a geologist in the 
Mines Departmcmt, on the Silverspur mine. 
We must give due credit to our geologists, 
who are competent men. Mr. Ball states-

" The mine is worked by a vertical 
shaft sunk to a depth of oyer 500 feet, 
with levels at six different depths, vary­
ing from 80 feet to 500 feet. The pres~nt 
nosition is that all outcrop ore-bodies 
have been worked for their silver ore 
down to 300 feet, only zinc ore l'emain­
ing. Between 300 feet and 400 feet some 
silver ore on cross formation has been 
mined, and -a small quantity between 
400 feet and 500 feet. It is estimated 
that about 9,000 tons of high-grade silYer 
ore is ready for stoping between the 
300 feet and 400 feet levels. Large quan. 
tities of zinc ore have also been developed 
at various levels, and crosscuts and 
winzes have also brought to light large 
reserves of ore." 

Thi" mine is not in a defunct state; it 1s 
abs~lutely in its prime. The situation of 
Silverspur is ideal and the district is one of 
the finest and heall"hiest in Queensland. It is 
one of the pretties~ little places one could 
see in any part of Australia. 

A GOYERN~ENT MEMBER: What sort of a 
mine is it? 

Mr. COSTELLO : It makes a difference 
when you have cheerful surroundings instead 
of those in some of the electorates of hon. 
members in the North. The proprietors of 
Silverspur are not asking the Government 
for any aEsistance to develop the mine. They 
are simply asking the Government to 
carrY out the promise made long ago to 
construct a railway. There are many con­
tented happy families in that district, and, 
if we could only get the Government _to 
assist tlY:m with this railway, the distnct 
would be on the high road to success. It Is 
not a matter of great financial outlay, and 
we arc not asking the Government for large 
sums of money to -develop t.he mine. All we 
ask is that they give us the long-promised 
railway and the company will do the rest. 
I congratulate the hon. member fol' "War­
wo.rk upon quoting the figures the Cam· 
]',ittee have heard, and I hope that before 
long the Government will be prepared to 
grant our request with regard to the rail­
\vay. 

Mr. BRUCE (Iiemwly): The hon. mem­
ber for \VHrwick and the hon. member for 
Carnar"on have suggested that a ra.ilway 
shonld be constructed to Silverspnr by the 
Government. They have not told us any· 
thing about the ore which has been taken 
froYil Silverspur or the cost of winning t,he 
oro. The•,c railway propositions are made 
to the Government, and, if they turn out to 
be a failure afterwards, as they very often 

ll!r. Bntce.1 
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do we have the hon. member for Warwick 
<end others attacking the Government for 
expenditure on unpayable railways. The 
hon. member for Warwick is an excellent 
business man, and I do not think he would 
put his money into a mining proposition of 
thi' kind. We have heard a lot of criti­
ci'm of our mining policy from hon. members 
of the Opposition, but they are handicapped 
uy the fact that they have in their ranks 
Ycr.v few, if any, who have a practiCal or 
scientific knowledge of mining. I believe 
•bat tho hon. member for Cooroora has some 
knowledge of the industry, but we have 
had other hon. members of the Opposition 
g-etting up time after time on these Esti­
mates and, without any knowledge of the 
subject on which they are speaking, criti­
cising the policy and administration of the 
Go,~crnment. 

Let us take the amount of money expended 
bv the Government on mining propositions. 
Anybody who hag any knowledge of mining 
at all knows t.hat a large expenditure is 
necessary to develop any mining proposition 
of any considerable size. Private enterprise 
from time to time has had to spend tens of 
thousands of pounds before it was ulti­
mately able to say that success had been 
achieved. In short, mining is one of those 
things which come within the category of 
the discussion we had this morning. It is 
purely and simply a gamble. You may be 
working on a ehow with no values at all, 
and in a. few minutes or in a few hours you 
may strike very high values. I have in mind 
the discovery of the "Welcome Stranger" 
nugget in Victoria. The discoverers were 
making about 7s. or Ss. a day in working 
an alluvial show, when one day a member 
of the party got his pick into something and 
could not get it out. ·when they had cleared 
the earth away from it, they realised that 
they had a nugget valued at about £12,000. 
. Mining is purely and simply a gamble, and 
1t the duty of a Government that has the 
interests of the State at heart to assist mining 
"' far as possible. I advise the Minister at 
the present time to follow a cautious policv 
in regard t,o assistance given to mines tha"t. 
ha Ye ree.ched deep levels in the past, or where> 
o"erations have been suspended at the nresent 
I imo owing to the cost of treatment. \Ve 
kno\v that since the war certain economic 
factors have not yet readjusted themselves. 
Tho>e economic factors are the cost of 
fracture, the cost of ste-el, and the cost of 
p·. •cticdiy every other· material required to 
a nv orr the mining industry. Large stocks 

of metal were accumulated during thP wa,·. 
and those stocks are not yet exhausted, 
and until they are the values for the world's 
market will not improve sufficientlv to meet 
tlw i!:crc·asecl cost of production. · 

Take coprrer, for instance. Prior to the 
n ,u coppt•r was used for the making of manv 
rloLre'tic lltt'nsils, hut during the war it was 
held by the different nations for war our 
pose~, and in the meantime enamel ·and 
·duminiurn ware and articles made from other 
metals took its place in the world of domestic 
n•·iicles. Copper has not recovered that par­
' icular market vet. No doubt a demand will 
;12 created by ·the increased call for copper 
in making- electrical machinerv, etc. A 
cautious policy should be followed. in assisting 
mine~. The hon. member for Cook merl­
tioned one or two deep-mining- centres where 
r .. i,ing hac! been entirely closed down. The 
,,-,in,,; of BPrcdigo, Ballarat, Gympie, West 
Arktralia, the Ovens District of Victoria. 

[Jh. Bruce. 

Charters Towers, and numerous other places 
baYc ecased to be payable at the depths they 
have reached. Any money expended on deep­
!ev£'1 mines would be absolutely wasted, and 
th" money granted by the Governmen~ should 
be g-ranted principally for prospectmg ar:d 
den,loping mining propositions that are stdl 
at shallow levels. 

The hon. member for Carna.rvon had som<'· 
ihing to say a bout the r>rosvector not being 
able to follow ],is occupation i.o-day. I agree 
with him to this extent that the prospector 
ha> many hardships to contend with in hi,s 
ocrupati,;n of prospecting, and do_es not. 
re' i!ive the cc.nsideration that I cons1der he 
should receive. Nevertheless, if n mau has 
proopccting in his blood, he will still go pro­
S]h'dirg, "liho·•gh he has to hve on damper 
and corr,ed beef. Nothing can stop that man 
from following- that occupation. The Mine' 
Department should give the prospector much 
gi·cater consideration than is g·iven at _tht.1 
present time. The present Secretary for Mmes 
is verv sympathetic towards the prospector, 
and a·nv ·request f01· assistance that I have 
made has been dealt with expeditiously. 

Some time ago, when dealing with the 
question of forestry. I referred to Mount Spec, 
on the top of which I found that there were 
men working- a tin show with ~ very pr?· 
mising- outlook, if they could obt3:m a certam 
amount of assistance from the J\rlmes Depart­
ment. On going into the que,tion I was able 
to secure that assistance for them, and I feel 
quite sure that Mount Spec and the surround­
ino- district will ultimately develop mto a 
mi;,in;r fielrl. Naturally mining is a slow 
process. anrl it is not a thing that can be 
carried on rapidly. It takes time to develop 
any mining- field. 

I want now to refer to Mount Isa. I would 
cc·rtainlv sav that the prospects of Mount Isa 
"arrant" th~ construction of a railway line 
:o that field. I am hoping that in the verv 
near future the line will be commenced ana 
quicklv completed in order that Il'lount Isa 
may he pushed forward to its fullest capacity. 
We have a large number of some. of th~ finest 
and most independent type of mmers m Aus­
tralia who are either at present unemployed 
or engaged in oth_cr ca}lings >_vho would be 
emploved onccl ~h1s rarlway !me was com­
r kted: From what I can gather, that field 
has, wonderful possibilities. From my own 
rereonal knowledge of Cloncurry, I am pre­
pared to say that the mining possibilities of 
Queensland-irre<pective of the fact t~at we 
have had those wonderful producm·s m the 
past in Charters Towers, Gympie, Croydon, 
and other fields-has not yet got beyontl th<' 
AB C stage. 

GovER:>fhlENT J\rlEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BRUCE : Throughout the Cloncuny 
diotrict there is metal of all descriptions over 
a belt covering something like 100 miles 
across and perhaps 200 mile, in length. Th!'re 
"re mines held up at the present time owmg 
to the economic factors I mentioned at an 
E'arlier stage. In ~he future we shall be 
cieal ing largely with base metals, an? . tho~e 
base metals exist in enormous quantrtres m 
(he Cion curry district. The time will come 
when we shall have larger cities in the 
''est ern part of Queensland than _the cities 
which exist outside the metropolitan area 
to-day. Queensland is not yet done as a 
mining factor. Up to the present only the 
outcrops have been worked and the _surface 
scratched. There has been no systematic pros­
pecting carried on in the Cloncurry district. 
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Some of ·the prospectors have gone out and 
endured oTeat hardships. They have experi­
enced difficulties in securing water, and their 
enly plant has been a buckboard and several 
]',orses. They hav<· done excellent pnspectmg 
'>'ork to develop the field as it has -developed 
to-day, but as a whole, the field has not 
Yet been to~ched. The possibiiitie' of Clon­
(-;:rry arc enormous. In that particular part 
of Queensland at some future date when the 
pronoinic factors mentioned by me are over­
come, we shall have one of the greatest 
!<lining fields and hives o£ industry m Aus­
tralia, if not in the world. I trust that, as a 
>tepping-stone ·to that development, the rail­
way line from Duchess to Mount Isa w11! be 
cc,JrtPlcted at the earliest nossible date. 

::ii[r. C'LAYTOX: The Hampden Company 
,bifted their planl over to New Guinea. 

:Vlr. BRUCE: If the hon. member had a 
private chat with the directors of the Hamp­
den Company. I believe he would be ~old 
that thev now wish they had not been so 
foolish a~ to take their plant to New Guinea. 
Thev have buried more money in New 
Guinea than they di·d at Cloncurry. They 
thought that by extending their business to 
:\'ew Guinea ~hey would be able to exploit the 
native labour and make a profit out of their 
hides; but they found that the proposition in 
::\'0w Guinea was very poor, and I feel sure 
thev now wish they bad not expended two 
shillings there. 'I'ht> Hampden Company still 
l'etain their interest m the Cloncurry dietrict. 
1 he renson why ';\t!cy left Cloncurry was 
llctausc the price of copper dropped and their 
orE' reserves w'cro not sufficient to keep the 
plant working for more than four months in 
lhe year. The reduction in the price of 
copper occurred at a cri·:ical period in their 
history and prevented them from purchasing 
other properties. The company lost a con­
siderable amount of money owing to the fact 
that some persom intere,ted in it nurchased 
the ::Y1acGregor mine and sold it to the 
I-Jampdcn Company. This deal result.ed in a 
loss to the Hampden Company of between 
£70.000 and £80,000. 

:V1r. BEDFORD: Quite correct. 

::\lr. BHUCE: If the hon. member for Wide 
Bav wishes to deal with any other mining 
company on the Cloncurry field, I shall be 
only too pleased 'to discuss it with him. 

:Vlr. CLAYTOK: I have no brief for the 
H amp den Company. They are sorry the0• 
lef~ Queensland. 

:\Ir. BR'C"CE: Thev arn. It is nnnec"ssan· 
for rn8 to st.res~ ally u further the possibilitiP~.-~ 
of the Cloncurry district. Any man with a 
practical knowledge of 111ining, any ma!1 
\vith a bu~ine2s kn<nvledge, and any n1an \vho 
has visitc"._! that. district, knows what that 
distrid is. Cobalt. a very rare metal, has 
been found in largo quantities in the Cion­
curry district, also gold, although not to any 
gre~t extent so far; but I would not be 
surpris·ed at any time to h<ar of a gold 
discovery in the Cloncurry district, atxl I 
should be very pleased to !war of it. Copper 
is found in enorrnous qrnntities~ R.nd the onl~, 
copper 8hows Vi.'orkecl \YC're outcrops, and 
because those outcrops ·wer-e so pro1ninent. it 
was unnecessary to develop the copper-mining 
to a greater extent, O\Ying to economic con­
ditions due to the war. The Cloncurry com­
panies closed down on some very fine ore 
reserves, but I am prepared to say that, if 
you exempt that one very rich mine, the 
" Oxide," owned by the Mount Elliott Com-

pany, the richest copper reserves in the 
Cloncurn district were held bv the Mount 
Cuthhert' Company. -

Although I have had a lifetime experience 
of metallifcrou.s mining, I have not bad 
mur·h practical experience in connection with 
coa!m!ning, but I desire to state some facts 
that came before my notice as a resident in 
Bowcn and tho Bowen district. The Bmven 
coalfield was known forty years ago to busi­
ness rnen and the politicians who sat in thi' 
Chamber at that time. I think the late Sir 
Robert Philp was fully acquainted with that 
coalfield, but nothing was clone until thi,­
Labour Government opened up the field and 
extended the line from Bowc:n to ColhnsvilJe_ 
rnl, _ .~._ ___ 1 r· 1 .1 ,.,. , ~" 11 · • , • ~ 
..o._.u--<,U 'UVU.J.HO...:iU-l UJ. •lJ VI <.t!l, .:t~::Oltll't'\-t lilt ~Ugct.L 

fanners to an enormous extent. Any nurnbet 
of small sugar farmers on the Bur·dekin use 
coal to assist them to irrigate their fanns. 
lt is also being used in the sugar~1nills. Our 
\Voocl areas are gradually being cut out, and 
the time is not far off when the whole of the 
mills in the K onh will have to use coal as 
a fueL 'Cp at Ingham, at the l\lacknade 
l\Iill. thev have installed one boil cl' for the 
consumption of coaL The Bowcn coalfield 
will be a most important factor in supplying­
power to those mills, and also to our rail­
wavs. Those who have travelled on our 
raiiwave in the North must have noticed 
that the coal used up to a certain .distance 
fills the carriages with grit, but directly you 
ru:wh the area where Bowen coal is used you 
have a clean trip and the carriage, are 
clean, due to the use of that coal. It is an 
exc.ellent fuel coal, and, so fn.r as quantity 
is concerned, there is sufficient-I am speak­
ing not from my own imagination, but fron1 
statistics supplied by ocientific investigation 
-to last future generations after we who are 
sitting in this Chamber have gone; so \V€ 

need Lot worry about that point. That excel­
lent coal will be a tremendous facto1· in the 
pushing ahead of ::\orth Queensland indu>­
tries. \Vhen criticising the exp-enditure 011 
that industrv that factor must alwa,·s be 
taken into consideration. But before' th:1t 
co~rJ can be won it iR nccess.a.ry that a tre~ 
mcndou-; initial expenditure shall be im·olnd. 
\Vben that coal is won, not only should it 
rdurn a profit on its extraction, but it should 
return tremendous indirect nrofits bv the 
furtherance of other industries which are 
allied to it, and which depend upon it from 
the ftwl point of view. The J\1inist-er inform' 
me that approximately £100.000 ha' been 
Qnvcd in fuf-J cn.;;h to the Raihvav Dcn,-~rtw 
me :t thr0ngh the op•?ning up of the Bowen 
co.alfickl. 

Before I sit down I do want to make an 
appca I to the Minister-not on behalf of the 
prospectors who have a small show, as I am 
e2tisfied that the Minister has and does help 

them fullv and freclv, because 
[8.30 p.m.] you can put your fingei· on their 
· propositions, and it is not a diffi­

cult matter to trace their operations-but on 
behalf of the man who is in the bush ;·t the 
present time prospecting-the man who is 
not working a show at present, hut who is 
out travelling through the bush looking for 
a show. Take Mount Isa. Even-body admits 
that there is tremendous wealth 'for the State 
of Queensland in Mount Isa. It would never 
have bflen discovered had it not been for the 
prospectors. While some of these prospectors 
did get a return for their discoveries-and I 
nm verv pleased to have met many of them, 
and I am very glad that they did get some 
return-nevertheless the State as a whole 

Mr. Brttce.] 
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and those people who have raised the neces· 
sary capital to develop these mines are the 
ones who will reap the greatest benefit. The 
prospector could not raise the necessary 
capital to develop the mines, but the pros· 
pector should never he forgotten-not only 
the prospector who discovers some of these 
place<;, but the prospector who is out endea· 
vouring to discover something at the present 
time. If you are about the bush to any great 
exteHi, you will come across these men living 
under the hardest possible conditions, never 
growling, ne.ver grumbling, never making 
any complaint, and, as the hon. member for 
Cook said, they are the men who have done 
more for the development of this country 
than any other cla"s of man, because, when 
a mineral field is discovered, people rush 
there in large numbers, and railways follow 
mining interests. After the railways have 
been constructed to mining fields the people 
who engage in pastoral and other industries 
follow, and when they see suitable ground, 
they settle.' The country is developed. on 
those lines. Where there are recogmsed 
organisations of proper gaugers and mining 
prospectors, I suggest that they should be 
got in touch with and the little concessions 
and assistance that they are entitled to 
'hould be given to them. I want to congratu· 
late the Secretary for Mines on being a sym­
pathetic administrator of the department. If 
vou take into consideration the fact that he 
1s administering an industry which at present 
is under a cloud, one cannot but feel that he 
has made splendid progress, and he should 
be congratulated on his efforts by every mem· 
ber of this Committee. 

:\lr. CORSER (Burnett): I support the 
hon. member for Kennedy in his advocacy of 
the dedopment of the North and the won­
dc·rful mining possibilities in that part of the 
State. Had it not been for the energy of 
th2 prospectors in the Mount Isa district we 
1night no~- have been a\.varo of the great 
po·"·ibiliticc. of that field. Anybody who has 
-d~itcd tho Xorth-wcstern portion of our great 
State mugt be impressed with the tremendous 
latent wcrrlth and the wonderful po•·sibili:ies 
there \Yhich are almost unsurpaP.sed in aEl 
other cour:try in the world, but which are 
lying d,~,rmant to-day. It strikes m,e thut. 
if we want to develop that great North-west, 
we ha YO to find an easier 1noans of access to 
a port. In order to develop the mining areas 
in that portion of the State we should, first 
of rcll, try to find a port in the Gulf from 
which i: would be possible to export the 
miner J-!s that are lying there. That appeals 
to me n ore than anc·thing else with regard 
to the -JeyeJopmont of mining in the North. 
I am not going to damp the ardour of those 
who >vi:h to develop the North through the 
operations at Bowcn. Bowen has been well 
developed, and the book which has been pub­
lished regarding its possibilities as a port 
c nd its mineral ,.-ealth is a credit to the 
district and to the S.tate generally. Had the 
other towns in Queensland had the same 
advocacy as Bowen has had in regard to the 
]JOssibilities. we should hav.e seen more 
development in connection with mineral 
areas in other parts of the State which are 
awaiting development to-·day. 

Evervone must admit that l\1ount Isa prf'· 
sents ,;ntold possibilihes of wealth. When 
it was first discovered its possibilities were 
realised to a certain extent. but since then 
the anticipations with regard to it have been 
justifi" blv increas.ed. and there is a great 
outlook for Mount Isa in the future. Time 

[111~·. Bruce. 

alone will bring the reward which is the just 
due of those who have put their money, time, 
and energy in endeavouring to devdop the 
field, and everyone wishes them success. It 
is not very far from Mount Isa to the silver· 
lead field of Lawn Hill. There appears to be 
evidence of untold wealth there awaiting 
development, but that development will not 
take place l!ntil the railway and port facili­
ties ar·e provided. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think that 
Bnrkecown will be the natural outlet for 
Lawn Hill. 

At 8.36 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich), one of the nanel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

l\Ir. CORSER: vVithout wishing to damp 
the ardour of the Burketown people whilst 
the suitability of that port is being considered 
m relation to its suitability for the mmeral 
fields in that part of the State, it would 
appear that the bar trouble and the possi· 
bility of big ·teamers not heing able to come 
into the port will stand in the way of its 
selection. 

Mr. HYXES: Is not Townsvillc nearer the 
market' 

Mr. CORSER: Kot n<c:uer the Asiatic or 
European markets than a Gulf port would 
be. vYhen we consider the possibilities of 
that great area, we have to come back to the 
question of finding a suitable port in the 
Gulf. 

Some hon. members have referred to JYlount 
Oxide, which up to the present has not been 
cloveloped. and which is supposed to be one 
of the greatest copper possibilities in the 
world. Throughout that area for hundreds 
of miles there appears to be great copper 
!>ossibilitie,. Since the war the great copper 
shows in America have come together in one 
~Teat combine and gone in for bull< produc­
tion. under which system it is cheaper to 
produce the copper than by the operations of 
companies ,,imilar to tho'e in Queensland. 
This method of operation has put us out of 
rbc field at the p!·esent time. However, if 
the methoCls now availed of in An1erica are 
lttter put into operation in mass pruduction 
[n Queensland. there is no reason why, with 
reasonable port facilities, we should not 
<'xceed any of our accomplishments of the 
past and enter th·~ field in competition with 
I hem with very reasonable hopes of success. 

Every time we come right back to the 
question of railway communication. l\1ount 
J sa cannot and will not develop without rail-

ay co1nmunication. \Vo have also agreed to 
a railway designed to open up the 
undeveloped field at Mount Oxide, and we 
bavo to remember that some special con­
bideration will have to be given to such pro· 
p0sitions as mining propositions pure and 
simple. I am not going to say th<tt milling 
should take the place of pastoral or agricul: 
cural industries in such areas-they have their 
own place, judged by their own importance­
but we must remember that we have passed 
pastoral and agricultural railways estimated 
w cost £6,000,000 which have not yet been 
built. Hon. members, therefore, will realise 
rhat, if we are to give consideration ~o these 
great problems, we shall have to approach 
the subject from a mining point of view, not 
ailowing them to enter into competition with 
c·ther railwavs. I think that when sufficient 
development" is possible at Mount [sa a rail· 
~>ay should be a very paying concern, and, if 
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mines then promise one-quarter of what 
promise to-day, it will be a very happy 

,day for Queensland, and the field will, as it 
vrere, come to tho rescue of the Govc"rnment 
of the day. 

In my own dis'~rict, as th0 Ministe~ is 
,aware, mining is not altogether a thing of 
the past. There have been some wonderful 
mining propositions in the Burnett, and when 
the smelters were in full swing at Mount 
Perry we enjoyed very comfortable days in 
that district, I hope the time is not far 
distant when those smelters will ha able to 

again, when the great Eidsvcld field 
reopen, and it will be possible throughout 
great area to recommence work on many 

such as Rawbelle, 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Wha~ about 

Mount Shamrock ? 

CORSER: I was just a,bout to refer 
Shamrock. It had its ,dashing 

no doubt, but it did no harm all 
It was being handled by a Labour 

~"''·mm•~ani- so I cannot growl about that. 
a great field if it cnuld only 
Railway communication has 
and we hope that the day 
when the mines will reopen 

possibilities of mining in this 
given harbours and the opportunity to 
our coal which only needs :t market, 

second to nonn in Aus~ralia, and anybody 
will visit our great fields cannot help 

struck by the wonderful futur(' which 
ahead of them, nor can he refus0 to 
the Government to develop them. 

Mr. BEDFORD (TVarrego): I want to 
c'ongratulate the Sta~e and the Minister upon 
the possession of an excellent geological staff, 
and I do that with the greater heartiness 
since I regard that staff as being greatly 
underpaid. One of my reasons for believing 
that-in fact my main reason-is that I have 

forgotten the last imported geolog'ist who 
to learn his job here because, having 
brought to Australia as an alleged pet· 

geologist, he admitted that hB had no 
practice whatever, and' in the course of 

years-at a cost to the Commonwealth 
of nearly £2,000 a year-got acquainted with 
the job which men on the Queensland 
geological staff ,did better then than he does 
now. 

In the course of farming out Dr. Wa,de's 
services to the various States the West Aus­
tralian Government was asked to pay a fee 

1,500 guineas for his services in deciding, 
galloping over the landscape in the 

usual globe-trotting way, as to whether 
there was any petroliferous evidences in the 
,south-west of West Australia. Before engag­
ing him the West Australian Government, 
then a Labour Government, with Mr. Phi!. 
Collier as Minister for Mines, cabled to 
the Agent-General for West Australia in 
London, asking what experience Dr. Wade 
had, and the reply was that he had no field 
experience, and that he was appointed by 
the late Sir George Reid after dinner. 
Judging by the value of his services after 
he got here I should say he was appointed 
by the late Sir George Reid after a pork 
supper. In the matter of geologists the 
Australian Tory Governments have had 
the importing craze so badly that they 
were prepared to bring in at three times 
the cost of a local man an inferior geo­
logist from the other side of the world. 
[ havB no objection to the importation 
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of bishops, because Australia does not 
gr?w them well, ~ut I certainly have an 
ob]ectwn to the Importation of geologists 
or men who fill other technical positions in 
the community. It is utterly impossible that 
such a tremendous area of marine tertiary 
beds in the south-west of this State extend­
ing well into Central Australia should be 
non-petroliferous. It is utterly impossible 
that such a tremendous undisturbed strata 
of the _necessary age should not have l~rge 
reservoirs of oil. The trouble is that allu­
vium covers this country to such ~n extent 
that structures are hard to find and in this 
connection there is an excellen't instrument 
which has now made its wav int,; the 
American oilfields after proving itself in 
the oilfields in Galicia and Roumania and 
that is the Eotoos tortion balance. ' 

Mr. BULLOCK: Like the Dr. Abrams' 
instrument. 

Mr. BEDFORD: The Abrams machine 
as far as I can see, is a fake with a fe,; 
wires to it. The Eotoos tortion balance is 
a highly scientific instrument by which we 
weigh the gravitational weights of the 
va,rious strata Df the earth, and are able to 
pomt out the existence of netroliferous 
bodies or structures favourable t~ petroleum. 
It is not asking too much to ask the Gov­
ernment to send one of its geologists to 
London there to secure the necessary experi­
ence . of th_e g:eophysicist in learning the 
workmg ot this tortion balance and thus 
disoover by it the structures fa v~urable to 
petroleum in the large marine tertiary areas 
that we have in the West. Orallo has been a 
tremendous disappointment. I believe that 
the time has come when the GovernmeYlt 
having· protected itself properly by a prop~~ 
system of royalty, should permit anybody 
and every body to drill. In the case of 
Or,allo, I wish to state my utter disgust of 
the management and the way the hoard of 
directors in Sydney have run the show­
apparently more for the market than the 
discovery of oiL It is an object lesson to 
mmmg men and the public generally, and a 
lesson which most mining men have already 
learned. T:o have a board of lawyers or a 
board of City merchants on a mining pro­
posrtwn, wrthout any sentiment or technical 
affection or technical interest in a mine is 
almost . as bad for the ~rogress of min'ing 

havmg a board of drrectors established 
would run it only for the market. 

It has been stated by certain God-help-uo 
members of t.he Opposition-(laughter)-that 
the times have changed, and that the old-time 
prospector is becoming extinct. They use as 
an argument m proof of that statement of 
alleged fact that great mining fields are now 
very rare in the discovery. A member of the 
Opposition regretted that Mount Isa had 
been discovered long ago. I am very 
that Mount Is& was not discovered' 
lead was £15 a ton, and when zinc was a 
liability and not an assAt. It would have 
been much better for the prospectors them­
selves if Herberton and the vValsh and 
Tinaroo tinfields had Hot been discovered 
when tin was £50 a ton. It would have been 
much better for the individual miner and the 
State if those fields had waited for discovery 
until now. It is easy to see in this tremen­
dous area of country tha,t we have why 
prospecting must be slow. There is in this 
great State of Queensland only the Popula­
tion of Melbourne,~850,000 people. A great 
number of them are sitting in the cities, 

1'rfr, Bedford.] 
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though not anything like the shooking inci­
dence of the population of Sydney and Mel­
lxmrne as opposed to the States of New South 
Wales and Victoria, but there are not suffi­
cient men of the prospecting kind to go 
round in this area. The discovery of new 
miner.al fiel·ds has been slow. I believe that 
I have passed Mount Isa on the road to 
Camooweal a dozen times at a distance of a 
mile. I have looked from the road at the 
black manganiferous outcrop on top of the 
hill, and only thought it to be manganese­
filmed country rock, such as you see in the 
Cloncurrv district. The reason why Mount 
Jsa was "not discovered before was the fact 
that tho average local prospector was a 
copper miner looking for an outcrop stained 
with copper salt like a map of Ireland, and 
when he sa.w this black outcrop .at a distance 
he did not doselv examine it. Mount Isa was 
discovered by 'the usual mining accident 
which has discovered most of the mining 
fields in the world. I wish without in any 
way touching any personal connection with 
Mount Isa to draw the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that in no mining field 
in the world has such a tremendous area. of 
payable ore been developed for such a small 
amount of money and for such a small 
amount of time as has been the case at Mount 
Isa. The hon. member for Logan made some 
insinuation when prospectors were being 
mentioned that the companies have obtained 
all the mines in preference to- the pros­
pectors. This was a field which was essen­
tiallv not a gauger's field. It is a field which 
oal!s" for tremendous plants capable of treat· 
ing 1,000 tons of ore a day in each plant. 
The prospector has had a very fair deal, 
because out of £50,000 that my company has 
Rpent on the field the prospector has got 
£28,000. It is an excellent thing that the 
Government limited the areas to 10 acres, 
because many of the old prospecting battlers 
would have been left out had there been an 
acreage of from 40 to 80 acres, as can be 
obtained under the Act. Many of these pros­
pectors who are now safe for life through 
holding these smaller areas would not have 
been in fhat position to-day if the areas had 
been larger. 

During the time that the companies have 
1-·orked in this field beginning late in March. 
1924. it is estimated that 20,000,000 toDs of 
.ore haye been shovvn to be inferentially in 
~ight. W·e have as manager for the Monnt 

Proprietary :VIr. E. J. J. Rodda, one of 
n1ost carefql and pessin1istic men, as he 

nnturallv became after having engaged a 
lifetime· in mining. Mr. Rodda would never 
<lo be Secretarv for Mines, because he 

look at a thing very coldly and eau­
before he touched it. Mr. Rodda 

taking only half the outcrop, that 
are f44,000 tons of ore to every 100 

of sinking in the Ibus, which is one 
10-acre lease of the Isa Proprietary Company. 

to crosscut and drill we 
100 feet but 230 feet. 
to 600 feet sulphick 

and the value of the ore 
a ton on pres-ent metal prices. Broken 

3 ear treate-d 270,000 tons of ore at 
,nn average of 43s. lld. per ton, and working 
on our available ore, even allowing £2 for 
.:1 fail in the price of metals, there should be 
a working profit of £4 per ton and. at least 
a, dividend profit of £1 a ton. There are 
3,250,000 tons in sight, inferentially, because 
the metal is not in sight until it is blocked 
out on four sides; but, taking the figures, 
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200 feet and not 230 feet, we have 6,500,00(} 
tons proved to 600 feet. There should be an 
equal quantity in the Isa Mines Limited's. 
Blackstar. Similarly there are £4,000,000 to 
£5 000,000 worth of metals in the Out on Her 
O~n and Black Rock lines, and generally it 
will be found there are 20,000,000 tons of ore 
that can be called in sight and relied upon 
for plants to treat. To give some idea of 
the fif.e of these mines, even on the 3,250,000' 
tons certificate of the lower figL!Tes, at 1,000 
tons a day treatment, there is at least a 
twenty years' life ahead before we se·e the 
end of the Ibus mine. I congratulate the 
State on this tremendous discovery, which 
will provide profitable work for the best part 
of a century. 

I 1horoughly believe that in the in 
the south-west of my electorate great 
iror.stone outcrops that come up Grey 
Rang·e to Windorah, until it becomes the 
Cheviot, great mining possibilities will yet 
be discovered. Queensland, in a mining 
sense, has only been scratche-d, and little· 
more than ~he sunburned gold has been dis­
covered. For instance, on the Isa Proprie­
tary Company's Argyle lease, sinking for a' 
lode which we expected to reach at 140 fe.et, 
we struck a blend lode at 60 feet, whose ore 
assayed up to 63 per cent. lead and. 60 oz. 
silver. I thoroughly agr·ee that there will 
be a tremendous mining revival which will 
benefit the railway system, as it will bring a 
high price freight, while I admit the real 
5tandby of the country is, of course, agricul­
ture and pastoralism, which will be assisted: 
by any such r·evival as providing rich local 
markets for the produce of the soil. 

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa): I notice that 
the report of the department lightly 
touches upon the ques~ion of the discovery 
of oil. I do not hold with the remarks of 
my colleagne, the hon. member for W arrego, 
in connection with Dr. vV ade, because I am 
one of those who believe that Dr. Wade had 
certainly some grounds to go upon. The 

Commonwealth Government at 
[9 p.m.] one time offered a r·eward of 

£50,000 for the discovery of oil in 
Australia. Quite recently they altered that 
and made it a subsidy, but tiw unfortunate 
part about it is that they gave £22,500 to New 
South \Vales, £22,500 to Wes·tcrn Australia, 
"nd only £5,000 tD Queensland . 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS; 'I'hat is 
their usual treatment of this State. 

Mr. CONROY; I cannot underste,nd the 
action of the Commonwealth Government in 
this matter, more particularly after we have 
the report of Dr. Wade, and I propose to 
quote Dr. Wade's report in regard to the 
discovery of oil in Queensland, as I have not 
yet read any better report in conneution with 
the discovery of oil so far as it relates to 
Queensland, and particularly as it relates to 
the Orallo district. Dr. Wade, dealing with 
rhe results from the various bores put down,. 
made these remarks on the analysis of gas 
at Roma-

. " It is a wet gas, w hi eh is very sug·ges­
hve of the presence of oil in the strata. 
No evidence of a structure can be found 
at Roma, unless the rounded hill on which 
the bores are situated represents a local 
dome-shaped fold, but I am of opinion 
that some favourable structure exists 
sine:" I think the presence of such larg~ 
bodJes of gas under such pressures in this 
locality connote the existence d favour­
able structural conditions. It may be that 
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the gas is sealed in by the len ticularity 
of the beds. but such conditions are 
favourable to the accumulation of oil 
also. In such a ca·-_.e, however, the pre­
eence of the lens at depths cctnnot be 
ascertained by geological work at the sur­
face, which is very unfortunate, for the 
only means of locating such a struriure 
is the drilling of wild-cat well', which is 
a ver:.' expensive and often a Yery dis­
appointing business.'' 

Dealing- with the finding of traces of oil in 
,._,rious bores. Dr. \Yade inclined to the 
!: lie£ that th.ey were -due to soakag-c from 
o, rations on the surface, and th<tt to test 
the beds at Roma for oil sometl-,ing like 
4.000 feet of drilling will be neces.mry, and 
that is an exponsiye operation. He further 
n•marked tbat a sauple from the Lan.lor Oil 
Ccmpany's bore at Orallo had the charac­
tu:·istics of a truJ oil sand. th~tt the log of 
tLe bore hole, if accurate, showed so1nc very 
hop0£ul and interesting feature'·; an-d h'J 
•<<pressed the hope that the second l>orP would 
t.·.:ttlt; the question of the existence of oil in 
-eo~nmercial quantities in that regiou. A 11ote. 
l!o\vever, remarks on the abandonnwnt of the 
;c•cond bore. Operations have boun rcc Jm­
menccd in the first bore. The expert said 
d:at the eYidence indicaces that there is hope 
DE oil being present at moderate depths, 
where structural features are favourable, and 

chancec of obtaining oil are put down at 
in 100, and he reports-

" I suggest that an a·~tempt ohould be 
made to geologically map this 3,rea in as 
great detail as possible, and th.tt special 
at~ention be given to localities where 
there is any indication of suitaOle struc· 
tural conditions. EYen if na·\ural gas 
can be obtained. provided that- it i" in 
6uch quantities as were proved to exist 
in the ::'olo. 3 bore at Roma, the exploita· 
tion of such gas should )Wove profitable, 
and would be like! v to lead to the 
development of secondarY industrie, in 
this part of Queensland,'' · 

.\ good deal of comment has been made, and 
the Government have been blamed in con­
nection with their attitude in regard to the 
lE',:se granted the Lander Oil Company. I 
think that was a verY good proposition, 
because the Government were protected 
under the Petroleum Act of 1923, and a cer­
tain area in the :iYiaranoa district was 
reseeved for oil-boring operations for State 
purposes. Later on the Secretary for Jlllines 
entered into an agreement ;,vrth Duncan 
Chadcs JllliJsom to vrospect for oil under 
co;rtain conditions.· I refer to that because 
the Lander Oil Company were really pros­
pecting, and if oil was discovered the Go­
vernment v:ould receive the benefit as pro­
Yided under that agreement, clause 8 of which 
reccds-

" That all the petroleum recovered 
from the said area shall be the property 
of licensees who shall pay to the Crown 
a royalty at the rate of i2~ per cent. of 
the gross value of such petroleum." 

T!wn clause 9 reads-
" That Duncan Charles Jlllilsom shall 

forthwith scientificially search for petro­
leum on the said area and will erect a 
boring plan!: thereon, and in so doing 
will within the first two vears of the term 
of the license spend such sum or sums of 
money up to £50,000 as shall be necessary 
to produce petroleum or prove that the 
said area is barren.,, 

1925-4 c 

I think that is sufficient evidence that it was 
a very good proposition for the Queensland 
Government. Even if the Lander Oil Com­
pany had discovered oil in the first instance, 
as it was thought they would, they would 
have had to expend £50,000 in develop­
mental work, ,and if ihe company ha-d dis­
covered oil in pay<tble quantitih the 
Government would haye received a royalty 
of 12~ per rent. That was a very good pro­
position for the Government. 

I have heard statements made by hon. 
members with regard to the possibility of the 
SL!CCE'ss of the Lander Company's operations. 
The leader of tlw Opposition, when speaking 
iu the debate on the Addre-ss in Reply. 
;·efcn-ed to iho efforts of Dr. J ensen, and I 
shall now quote from an article by Dr. 
J emun with r<'J<n-d to the operations of the 
Lanclcr Oil Co!npany in the Orallo district. 
as rC'ported in the " \Vr•2tcrn Shll' " of 12th 
August last-

" The Lander Oil Company, \Yhatever 
may haYe bum its initial misbke, has 
n1ade a boua firl~, costly, and courageou-; 
endcaYour to do ··omething. 

" Personrrlly, I think that in the early 
·tag-., of oii prospecting the ordinary 
artesian drill should be used instead of 
spending large sun1s on 1nodcrn rotary 
plants .such as are used on proved oil­
Jt<?!ds. But whether that expenditure on 
the part of the Lander Oil Company was 
justified or not, the company has 
expended a yery large sum in testing its 
area. and h<ts justifwd the confidence of 
the Government of its good intentions." 

I think that is sufficient evidence that 
the Go,·c:rnment \vere quite justified in 
pntci·ing into the agreeinent ·vrith the Landcr 
Oil Company. I do not think that the 
Lander Oil Company is the only company 
which should should have access to that area. 
whiC'h is what is kno\vn as the 60-1niles reser­
\·atiou lease. 

I would point out-and I think this is 
borne out b.v Dr. Wade's report-that pro­
fpc,-.ting- for oil is not only a very expensiv~: 
fEOposi io:J, but with a great risk attache-d to 
it. Th<c Landcr Oil Company has becon 
opc·rating in that district for about h\O years. 
During- that time they have put dow·n t-wo 
ban's to a depth of about 2,600 feet each, but 
up to the present time no beneficial rcsuH, 
h·,yp acc'"l!f'cL I would suggest to th<' 
1Iinister that the question of the reseryation 
of that area he rccoruridcred. There are 
oth-er companic' \Vhich I belieYc would like 
to prQspect in the are:t, and. vYh1lo I do not 
br..lievo in vvild-f'o.t ron1panics or cmnpanic~ 
'vlth on]v sJnall financial resour( ,•s-bcf'ause I 
do not think it is possible for a small com­
pany to do any good work in prospecting for 
oil-I think the opportunity should be g-iveu 
to companies with good financial backing tcJ 
proepect in the :.,rea. 

ThC' leader of the Opposition asked the; 
Secretan- for Mines what amount of money 
hrtd hccn expended up to date by the Lande.r 
Oil Company, and I think the Minister'e 
rep!:, was that somewhere about £75.000 had 
been spent. That shows that prospecting for 
oil is very expensive. I hope that dw 
:\!Iinister will entertain applic<ttions from 
other comnanies which are strong financially. 
I would like the whole matter reconsidered. 
and. if there is a chance of discovering oil~~ 
and I honestly believe that, if oil can b.• 
discoyerf'd, it is going to be found in the 
Orallo district--other companies should b~ 

M1·. Conroy.] 
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giwn an opportunity of prospecting. \V'' 
ha,-e had three bores put down and we have 
had a long report on the subject, and I think 
!hat, if any of these companies had had thoJ 
eame opportunitY of getting below the gas­
bearing area, the possibilities of getting 
results would have been much improved. The 
first bore which was pL!t down was that of 
thf' Roma ::VJunicipal Council, which went to 
a depth of 3, 700 feet and there struck petro­
liferous gas. The Roma Mineral Oil Com­
pany then y1ut down a bore, which also struck 
pctroliferous gas. That companv was unfor­
tunate enough to have the gas from the 
bore catch alight, and it burned for about 
six weeks before it w:ts put out. Then som8 
of the too! s were lost in the tore, and the 
ron1pany \vas not financial enough to go on. 
)"ator on the Government proceeded with a 
bore, with the same results. A portion of the 
drill was lost, and the hole had to be aban­
doned. I think that venture cost the Govern­
ment something over .£40,000, which was 
rcall.v for c•cperimental work. That fact only 
gr ,_ s to sho.,,( the great experience 1.vhich is 
nee• ssary in boring for oil. I would like the 
::\1inister to reconsider the position regardin;; 
th0 rese-rvation area. and I suggest that, 
whiht he might grant <Jt.her leases, one 
portion of the :trea could still be reserved 
for the Crown, because, if the Government 
did strike oil, they would get back n<Jt 12~ 
per cent. of their money but the whole lot. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): Some time ago 
the Federal G<Jvernm<>nt very kindly placed 
at the disposal of this Govcrnm<>nt the ser­
,·ices of a gcol<Jgist. Dr. Wade, who visited 
a certain portion of our State and devoted 
t>articular ·attention to the possibilitir< of 
'rcuring oil in the Central W cstern district 
H<' Yisitcd my electorate, and he reported 
that there were certain indications of oil in 
that arC'a which were highly promising an,] 
we!] worthv cf investigation and possiblY mb-
~"flUPDt. df'Ye1opment. He inftanccd th 
Ruthven artesian bore, 4.070 feet deep, from 
which an oily wax was still f!m·, iw; although 
it. ·v;as put do,J::-::t twcnt:v year~ a~. o. Ther ... :> 

wcrP al.'o favonrablc indications at Sprin'· 
l0igh, al~o at T\·'Iinnic Downs, and ag1in 'lt 
:\TaJta. In the latter instance a comn.mv 
is endeavouring to develop ,,·hat it believe>; 
to be a fayou:tabJe propoeitjon. Sumn1ing np 
Dr. \YadP's renort. one is dri-ven to the con­
ch~s; )ll that 1H~ waa ~omP\\'hat optin1istic 
a }'o;;t thf' OC'CErrencc of oil in the c·Pntral 
-.;· rstern district. I wa,nt to ask tlw :'vii·; i~te1· 
if h" is prl'pared to devote a portion of tht' 
£5.00J which th0 Comm{)]Iwealth Government 
:t re gr~n1tin::.; t'l Queensland to1vrrrds the \vork 
of pradicallv testing the rr',ourccs of this 
trnrt of eountrv. It is not a \vide area, but-. 
br.sir 6 n1y opinjon on what Dr. VVade ha;, 
enid. it is countrv which shonld b0 invcsb­
gokrl for +he e-xistence of oil. I am sorr? 
the F~c1 ernl GDvernment dicl. not allow 1110r0 

£.5.000 for rcQr,'lrch worh: of thi~ 
to-r in 0ne"'ns1and. It ~cf':ns to n1e to be 

Rtr ~-. ..,.~\ th'lt in Qnf:'rn~Iand, "'"""here wo hrrYP 
nr:don:._.t0fll,y ever~,? indication of the existcn"~ 
of oil. the meagre sum of £5.000 is mad,, 
available. whereas in :'\icw South \Valrs. 
-.··h0re tho lndlr'ttions are not. "O favcurabl0, 
£25.000 is the amount provided. 

At 9.15 p.m., 
The CHArmrA'N resumed the Chair. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I suppose we shall have 
to be content with what we have got, but 
I would ask the Minister t<J utilise a por­
tion of the £5,000 for research work in the 
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district m which I am interested. At the 
present time the Commonwealth G<Jvern­
ment ha vc a standing offer of £50,000 to 
ftny company <Jl' individual who succeeds in 
finding oil. That £50,000 is practically of 
no importance to an~ company or individual 
''ho discovers oil. The £50,000 would be a 
mere bagatelle as compared with the value 
of the income the company or gentleman 
would derive fr<lm the discovery of oil. I 
suggest to the Minister that he get in toud1 
with the officers cf the Commonwealth Gm·-
0rnn1ent ;vho a.re responsible for making 
this offer, and endcav<Jur to induce them 
tn adopt an alternative scheme. Instead of 
£50,000 being given as a reward for the 
tJerson wh<J discovers oil in Australia, it 
would be an infinitely better proposition, 
and would lead to infinitely greater pro­
gi·css, and offer greater possibilities of suc­
cess, if this amount \YOre spent in the sub­
sidisation of bore operations in promising 
localities. There arc promising loca,litics. A 
moment ago I mcnti<Jned the JY1alta bore. 
In connection with that area a small 
enthusiastic company are putting clown . a 
bo; e, :tnd I know that their finanCial 
resonrces are very limited. If they are given 
some ast5istance in the purchasing of casing 
and meeting expenses incidental to a ven­
ture <Jf this kind, I feel sure that they will 
be able to pr<Jgress a good deal quicker, and 
will ultima.telv obtain a great deal more 
succese. I co~mc·nd that suggestion to t,he 
:\1inister, because I believe that we arc not 
a J))Jroaching the question from a C<JlTect 
angle in approe"ching it from the idea of a 
reward when oil is discovered. If a "cheme 
for the subsidisation of boring in approved 
lccalitie', in spots selected by the Minister's 
advisers if neces~Sarv-or selected after 
resn.rch has been undertaken in that regard 
-it \Y<Juld lead to better and more effectiYe 
results than we shall obtain under the pre­
sent system. I hope the Minister will dis­
c·ourse on tha.t side of the question and 
point to the necessitv for an alteration in 
the prc~ent system. " 

:vrr. PAYNE (J1itchr 1/\: A g<Jod deal has 
hrcn said t<J-night by hon. members on both 
:;;idc's concerning the Cloncurrv mineral belt. 
Quite recently I visited that area. I first 
went through that country in 1883 to a gold 
rush calied Pumpkin Gully, n<Jt far from 
where the township <Jf Cloncurry stands 
to-day. I have been a practical miner, work­
ing in the different States of the Comm<Jn­
wealth. principally in c<Jnnection with copper 
and g<Jid, and, after having an opport-unity 
recently when trawlling with the Public 
\\'arks Commission <Jf going oyer the Clon­
currv mineral area I haYe no h€sitation in 
~ayiiJg that it is one of the most unique 
deposits in the whole cf Australia. I hope 
son1o clay wi-<:hin n1v lifetin10 if rninerals 
will only incrc•ase- in "value, to ~cc wonderful 
dc,·elopment in the Cloncurrv mineral belt. 

Something has been said" to-ni;,,ht about 
oil, a.nd the hon. n1en1ber for Barcoo has 
dra1vn the lVIinister's attention to some very 
favourable signs located in his electorate. 
I am giYen to understand-the ::\1inister can 
correct me if I am wrong-that the best 
prospects of oil being discovered in Queens­
land are at Longreach. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The biggest 
flow. 

Mr. P A Y:'\IE: When that flow was dis­
covered the chairman of the shire 
council at Longreach, who is an energetic 



Supply. [8 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1171 

young chap, immediately applied for a 
lease on behalf of the shire council. I think 
that boring is at a standstill now. I under­
stand there is a waxy substance coming from 
it now. If what I am told is correct, then the 
best indications of oil being discovered in 
Queensland are at Longreach. I am given to 
understand that it will onlv take a few thou­
sand pounds to shut off the water and test 
the bore. The Government should get busy. 
If the Longreach Shire Council cannot under­
take the test, and if the ratepayers are not 
prepared to back the council in testing the 
bore, then the Government should either 
undertake it themselves or allow someone 
else to do tho work. It does seem a pity that 
the Government should allow that bore to be 
sunk a further depth for water without first 
testing it for oil. The Government will make 
the ·greatest mistake they have ever made if 
they do not take steps to test this bore. I 
was there a few months ago, and the oil was 
freely flowing tben. Traces of oil could be 
found along tho bore drain running away 
from the bore. The simple fact of the Long­
reach Shire Council having taken up a lease 
should not en~ble them to hold that area 
without attempting to develop it. Opposed 
as I am to private enterprise, I say that, if 
the Government or the Longreach Shire 
Council do not intend to develop that won­
derful proposition, and the indications for oil 
being so good, it would be very much better 
for Queensland if they allowed some private 
person to do so. I hope that the Government. 
will urge the Longreach Shire Council to test 
this bore, and if they do not do so that they 
will take it over even at the expense of com­
pensating the council for the boring that has 
been done. I am very doubtful whether the 
bore will be a very good proposition for a 
water ~uppl,,·. seeing that the water is impreg­
nated with oil. 

Mr. CoRSER : Are the tests of oil being 
discovered hopeful? 

Mr. PA YNE: I have not gone into the 
matter t an• fully, but I und,;rstand from the 
Minister and the geologist that the indica­
tions of oil ere the best that have so far been 
discovered in this State. All I am empha­
sising is that it would be a pity if the Go­
vernment decides not to test that bore and 
allow th~ Longr1·ach Shire Council to further 
manipulate it if the~· have no intention of 
testing the oil possibilities. 

Mr. DASH (Jfundinglmrra): I congratu­
late the department on the work it has been 
doing. One important matter that the 
department should carefully watch, in view 
of the poosibility of the opening of sih-er­
lc•ad mines, is the ventilation in the mines. 
\Vhere tbis contract system is in o~c·ration 
contractors, who aro out to make as much as 
thm· can. will take all sorts of risk with life 
rrncl health for the purpose of making money. 
·when havirq< the mining conditions reYiewed 
by the Arbitration Court wo haYe endea­
voured to have those conditions specified so 
that the health of the miners shall be pro­
tected. The department should also see that 
proper appliances are installed for the lay­
ing of dust in the mines. 

Tbe medical inspection of miners is another 
matter to which the Government must give 
attention. The time is not far distant when 
everv miner working underground will haYe 
to undergo a medical examination to ascer­
tain whether he has any symptoms of miner's 
phthisis. \Ve realise that this is an impor­
tant step to take, but it is one which will 

have to be ,faced if we are determined to 
stamp out this disease. At the present time 
men enter mines knowing that they are 
attacked with phthisis, and under the system 
of drinking water in the mine the disease can 
easily be spread. The water-bag is usually 
hung up in a cool drive, and when miners 
require a drink they put the bottle-neck in 
the bag to their mouths, drink from it, and 
then hang it up again. thereby cotomuniea.t­
ing phthisis to others. 

One of the most important items that could 
be dealt with uLder the mining vote i,; the 
amount voted to prospectors. It has been 
mentioned very clearly to-night that ·erne· 
thing llll!St be done in the matter of pros­
pecting. Our territory is a very big one, 
and one in \Yhich prospectors should be 
engaged. Tberc arc plc nty of men prepared 
to go out if the:· get anything like a fair 
deal from the department. Thee· are pre­
pared to test new fields and give satisfactory 
\York in return for the assistance thcv receive. 
If it were left to the mining w;rdens to 
rcconuucnd the an1ounts 1 o be granted, I am 
satisfied we should encourage good men to 
go prosp.eding. It would be much better 
than ha,-ing· t.bose men travel around the 
country seeking work in other directions. 
\Ye know that proepectors, when short of 
money, will put their plant aside and go cut 
and earn 1noney to enable the1n to put in 
unoth?r three or four mo~1ths prospt cting, 
and those men should be encouraged. 

Another matter of importance that was 
n1cnt.ioncd to-night was. in connection with a 
rail wee~· to ]\fount I sa. I had the pleasure of 
,-isiting and inspecting that field. The hon. 
member for East Toowoomba w·ent down only 
100 fc·-'t, but I went down con ·idcrably 
further. Tbat field is a big one, and a rail­
way shou Id be built to it as soon .as pos•,ible. 
The Public \Vorks Commission visited the 
district and gaye their report, which was 
favourable. and it is now only right that a 
line should be built from Ducbess to Mount 
Isa. If the Go,-ernment take immediate 
action, the mining con1pani··s \vill set about 
installing 1nachinery and \Vorking an efficient 
plant. The companies y,-il! not do much in 
the \Yay of development"! work until they 
can get n1achinery on the ground to cope 
with that work as cbeaply as possible. \\'ith 
the adYcnt of a raih,,ay those con1panies 
cquld go ahead and givo employn1cnt ~o 
1na!1y men. :1:\ow tha.t l\Iount J\Iorgan is 
clos{~·d down a large nurnber of good 1nin"?rs 
will be out of work, and the Cloncurry field 
is the onlv one that can ubsorb those men. 
At pre,,cnt it can take only a limited num­
lwr. It has been reported that the :Vfounr 
Elliott Con;.pan:v is going to restart in the 
Cloncurry district. That company b." s a 
lnrge amount of money. It hcs to do 
something with it. and it realist'• that 
the Cloncurry district presents an excel­
lent opportunity for the expenditure of that 
n1one!~. The conlpan:- has mine:~, br.:t.h free­
hold and leas-ehold. end I am satisfied that, 
if the p-.·oposi;ion that is n1ooted goes ,·head, 
we shall sec a great deal more life in tbe 
Cloncurr:v district than exists at the present 
tin1c. \;'\'"hen n1ining 'vas in full operation, 
the Cloncurry district had something like' 
4,000 to 5,000 workers engaged in mining and 
sn1elting, in addition to a largo nun1ber of 
prospectors and gaugers. 

At the· pre,ent time the gaugers in Clan­
curry are trying to make ends meet in the 
hope of better things coming their way. If 
the company erect the big smeJt.er works 
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that they say they will it will be a great 
thing for Queensland. because something will 

have to be done in that way to 
[9.30 p.m.] find work for the uUPmpioyed. 

I am satisfied that, if big coke­
work' n re erected on the Bow en coalfield. 
the n1i11i:ng companies will be able to get 
coke at a reasonable figu1·-e oand reduce their 
overhead charges in that respect. "i.t the 
present time it is very difficult to got trucks 
lo complete the orders which the agent of the 
Bowcu coal has received. He is doing good 
work, but the difficulty is in supplying the 
orders which he has received and year .~ftcr 
year is receiving, because sufficient trucks 
are not av.tilable to cart the coal. Something 
will lHlve to be done in that direction, other­
wisP the Government will lose or·dcrs that. 
wou1d natutal1y go to the Bovven coalfield. 
The coctl is of good quality. and it only needs 
faci1!tit to tranBfcr t.he cDal from the r:ninc 
to th.: dr~.iri1~g it in order to develop 
the 

The 1sholc of the n1ining in the Cloncurr~r 
<:tistrict \Yill go ahead if gr·e:tter attention is 
paid to the matter. The mining inspectors 
ha ye to nffer a good deal of hardship in 
haY1ng; to travel l'ound suf'h a large area 
"s the Cloncurry mineral district. The 
Department of Mines has realised 1 hat the 
old SYst~m of tmvelling by horse and buggv 
is out of de. te, and is supplying the ins pe: tors 
with motor-cars so that they can get around 
n1ore quickly and do the ·work they are 
expected to do. 

I again lay stress on the fact that special 
attention should be given by the mining 
in-prctm to the question of providing proper 
ycntibtion to minin1isc the danger fron1 
n1incr's phthisis. 

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhanlt) : In common 
"·ith other hon. n1embers., I dt>,irc to con­
gratulate the Minister on the way in ,..-hich 
he has administered the D 'partment of Mines 
durin" his term of office, a:1d. like other hon. 
m cm b~crs. I have no grouch as rcsards the 
treatment n1cted out to rne as 1nen1her for 
Lcichhat ·lr in the matter of assistance to 
1ninin~· in ~~1nt tli~lri; t. I .,,.,~ant to deal \Vith 
the Ckrmont disL·ict. and to point out that 
the C}l.H>~t.ion of reYi\·ing- goldmining in tha~ 
c:isfrict should mprit very syn1patlwtic con­
sideratiun from the Minister. The hon. 
gentlcnutn has be-en attending to that n1atter, 
nnrl ha~ already sent a party of 1niners frDm_ 
Brisbane to cndeaYOlH to open up what is 
kno1Yn c'~s the old "\Yildtnt LeaJ." \Yhich. 
in tb~ past, produce>d n1any thoHsands of 
ounc:s of the best gclct. Latterlv very little 
has b c•n done owing- to the fact that afler 
workin~ thi:3 lead for son1cthing like four 
miles water was struck, and the metho-ds of 
operation at that time wcre such that the 
average miner, with his limited capital, could 
not possiblY cope with the flow of water. and 
consequEntly the lead had to be abandoned. 
At present a prospedor named McRitchie is 
trying to pick up that old lead. There is a 
theory held by that man and other individuals 
in the district that, when thev struck the 
watei·. it \YR..S only a cross-stream, or what is 
kno,vn as an underground lagoon. He has 
. alread~· sunk one shaft at a point allowing 
a margin of space between the old workings 
"·here they struck the water originally. with 
the result that he has struck a huge flow of 
water on the site he has chosen. ·with 
further assistance from the Minister and bv 
g-etting a party of men locally to assist him 
·he is at pres·ent trying another site to see if 

[.Mr. Dash 

it is po">ible to locate the old lead in dry 
ground. .As this lead was previously worke<' 
for 4 miles with very little or no water in 
the workings, it seen1s a Yery peculiar thing 
that at the end of the 4 miles of working he 
should suddenly meet with a dip and then 
strike a flow of water to such an extent that 
it "·,-as i1npossible for the ayerago working 
1nine-i· to continue operations. 

I haYe been looking up the old reeords, and 
I would like to bring under the noi:ice of thP 
Minioter a report by ::Yir. Dunstan. the Chief 
Govern1nent Geologist, in the " Queensland 
ParlianlPntary Papers" for the session of 
1902. volume 3. In that report he goes in'o 
tho quhtion of the alluvial deposits in the 
C'lermont field. and in one portion of it he 
cleal~ H-lth the prospecting which was done 
by the 1)ros.:_)ecting Association in Clerruont 
n:.any yt'<u·s. ago in an endeavour to locate the 
l•;st leacl b:· boring. Looking at the map 
that arcon1panies the l'Cport, in n1y opinion, 
the- bol'iLg operations 'vere start ··d ·from a 
1 ,·lint at loo ~Teat an angle froru the old 
original lLad that bad been worked. Further­
wor-e, the report a:-;o points out tha·t the dis-
1 Lee botwe<'n the bore holes was Sc1ch that 
ir was l'ossible for a lead to exist between 
them. Leaking at the scale on the map 
;}{'·'011lpanying thr~ report, I f-ind '!:hat t~e 
distance between some of the bore holes rs 
cYcr a quarter of a tnile. Ninet8en holes 
""E'-t0 bon'd. and ,,_.ash ·was found in bOlne of 
thern and traces of gold in others, but nothing 
to \van.ont any fuLrther expenditure of tho 
CL'-'C-fage Ellnf'r·~ time and money to nrospect 
1:: thoroughly by sinking shafts and dnv.es. 
I woe>ld 'uggest that the Minister shoul? gtve 
favourable consideration to the quf''~t.Ion of 
getting one of the Government bores-I 
believe there is one at :\lount Isn now not 
opcr,,_tjng-sent tu the Clermont dif"tr]ct, and 
ornnge for a systematic prospect by boring. 
"' that the und1 r1rround strata can be located 
and ihc inforn1at{on giYen to prospectors. I 
do not sa v that b7 the boring method we arc 
~oing to· determ,ine whether there is any 
I'XtPL! of value there. because it is possible 
for a bor:· to b~ within a few feet of what is 
knuwn ~; the run of gold. Tho best we 
''lll do ;.-, determine whether the lead exists. 
The boring of that particular stnta would 
~Lo\v the aYerage- tnincr \vhether the lead 
existt.d underground. and also giYe an indica­
tion as to "-hether the lead \\as worked out, 
\Ybethcr it \\·as v,·et or dry, or a ro:umP of 
Y.-J1 U r (<x:istcd to cnab1e him to dcterrnine 
whrr'h<!I' he could carry on sinking operations 
ar,d cope v.-ith an,v water which exlftod. If 
that info1·n1ation \VCrc obtained i!l. the Clcr­
rnont di~trict. jt would n1ean a big- saving in 
prospr~cti:ng gr cnts by the {]cpartt~H~rru and a 
hig saYing to the Prospecting A.ssot:iation at 
Clt·rn1ont in financing prospectoro; on the 
iielu. 

If the Minister has sufficient money at his 
disposal, and if he undertakes boring and 
finds anv trace of the lead-we know that the 
heavy gold i3 there where mining operations 
ceased; !l"ood values were procured from the 
last shnJt prior to meeting with the heavy 
water-he could give consideration to th<:> 
qnestion of financing the sinking of a shaft . 
say, half a mile or a mile down the lead and 
the installation of a plant to pump the water 
and drain the countrv ahead. I might illus­
trate that sug-gestion' by saying that at one 
time on the deep lead in the Herberton dis­
trict, when the miners could not carry on 
their operation on a great portion of it owing 
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to the etrong flow of water underground, a 
company \1 as formed to drive a tunnel from 
the bank of the Wild River into the lead at 
a point a mile or so down the lca.d from' the 
Hcrbcrton township. The tunnel was even­
tuallv driv~n into a favourable site under­
neath the lead, and then they worked up and 
drained the wat8r out of the lead, with the 
result that hundreds of miners were able to 
work the ground higher up, and the produc­
tion of many thousands of pounds' worth of 
metal was made possible. The same thing 
could be clone in the Clermont district. We 
know t.hat the gold is there where the 
work stopped, and it only requir<'s a little 
prospecting ahead and the installation of 
pumping machinery for a short period to 
drain the ground above ·so that the average 
prospector could carry on. I believe, and 
many other authorities believe, that that is 
possible, and if it were carried out many men 
could be well employed on the field with the 
prospect of increasing the gold production of 
the State. 

I should like to say something about the 
question of dealing with the low·grade wash 
which exists on the ~urface in many parts of 
the Clermont district. I suppose the same 
t.hing occurs in many other parts of the State. 
In all alluvial districts you will fmd depos1ts 
at the surface of too low a value for the 
average worker with pick and shovel to 
work if ho has to carrv it to the nearest 
water to treat. It is "also in some cases 
of too low a value fOl' the hand dry 
blower, but a process has been tried out 
at Clcrmont for this purpose with good 
rec<ult.s. The Minister some time ago 
financed the inventor and gave it a good 
test. Minel"J from all parts of the district 
attended at the trial, and were unanimously 
of tho opinion that the process was absolutely 
unbeatable as regards the saving of the 
precious metal. It can be acla.ptecl to prac· 
tically an:;· kind of metal. Unfortunate!~, 
at that time the inventor dcsned too mucn 
for the Queensland rig,hts, and the Govern· 
mcnt would not undertake to purchase those 
rights. Since th0n the :\Iinister has. been 
~yllpatheti,: enough to purcha-se one dry 
bJovvT-r ~ncl inte1Fls sending it to the Cler­
mont diotrict to bo put into operation with 
the object of pro·;ing to Qne~nsL·nd gener­
al]v tlut lo"'.v-grar-1c surface wash c t_n be 
tre.atrcl by this proceH. 

The sf'c:... -t of the sucu'ss this ILYcr:.t:ion 
is th0 fact that ic 1vill put a much 
le.rgcr quantity of wa.shclirt of 1ow-grP.clc 
Yalue than c1n l·e put through by thP haDd 
procc;s, It can TJnt throngh 60. 70, or 
80 tmL a d~:v. according to its capacit:,·. 
\Vh(\X'".tS a pair of 1niners with the old 
],and drv blower would haYc to "·ork 
n r;· har"d to put thwugh 6 or 7 tons.' 
The voh:tmo that is put through com· 
pcnsntcs for tho lo\V valn(·S that arc procured. 
'\Ye have a couple of n1incrs \~ ho are \~.Tilling 
to _ _,,ive this a t··-·:· ·out before it is. sent to 
c,:('l'DlOiit. auJ I hope the trial \Yill bC' held 
;n the course of n fortnight in a vro~. pec1 ing 
ciis:rict where thoro is a deposit. nd Jns,ibly 
"t a later cl a he Le sent to Clcrmont if the 
,,,tines in the Clcrmont district are more 
fwmurable to work upon. 

De aJing with the Jaw-grade svrfaee ores 
in the c:ern1·)nt di~trict, I \\-ould like to 
wgg•'st to the Minister that h~ arrange for 
a. g-eologi t to syetemarically prospect the 
·whole surface \Va~h existing in that. district 
on similar lines to those adopted on the area 

at Taylor's Hill on the South Coast. 
I have seen a map of that district, at 
a place called Taylor's Hill, where J:\lr. 
Jiall systematically prospected th? whole sur­
face and gave the value that ox1stetl on the 
surface. If :he information was available 
for the whole of the Clermont die trict. the 
miners would be in a position to form them· 
'"hes into small parties for the purposll of 
rtcising £250 or £300 to purc.hase one . of 
tlwse maehincs. and the whole d1s·,nct, whJCh· 
consists of many thousands of acres, could be 
v.orked mccessfullv not only in the interests 
of the district itself but in the interests Of 
+he State ge-nerally. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liNES : The geologist 
sl1ows i·'-. Yery clearly on the pla.n. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: He does at Kingstc,n. I was 
"aggesting that a similar systematic pro~­
pecting be made in .Clermont, where ther~ 1s 
a much larcrer d1:~tnct. and a greater ntunoer 
of deposits o than in the Kingston are.\. 

The SECRETARY FOR Yl!NES : How would the 
yalu ~s c on1[1are 'vith the Kingston a-n·<L? 

::'vir. FOLEY: I think the values would 
Le verv much more favourable. I was 
informe'd by one man. when discussin.g t.h1s 
process with him in the Clermont d1stnct, 
that he knows of places that would average 
at the vorv least 3 dwt. per load, and 
there is a good deal of land there. It co~ld 
not be worked bv one pair of workmg 
miners in the com:se of two or three years. 
='Jew, 3 dwt. of gold per load would .average 
eomewhl're about 12s. per ton, w1th the 
result that the capacity of this plant put­
tino· thr01wh somewhere about 8 vards per 
hol~r would enable the miners w'orking it 
to show a turnover of from £32 to £37 per 
dav. That return would be impossible with 
the old dry·blowing process. The e:;pense 
of fce.J\ng the uiarhine by a tractor, p1oug.hs 
and ~coone-, or by an excavator, \VOuld be 
Yerv little cm:lpRred with the a.mount that 
1s produced on fair Yalucs. 

.A good deal hos been said duriPg the 
cli!""ns'3ion about prospecting for oiL One 
">u!d not gain much by appealing to the 
Mini -tu to take steps to do " little pros­
pecting in Ql1een·,Jand for oil, becc.use the 
Yoto \vonld not a1lo•u hi1n to do t>J. 

The SECRETARY rOR }1I:<rES : I will give 
th. t dr:~ blo',, c"f :t bOOd te--t. 

!Ir. FOLE'\:: Thank you. 
I would like to refer to the report of 

Dr. ,J ens en on th: < ountr:: known as the 
ConsnPlo district, south of Springsur~. 
Snnh·thing should be done. to ~rin.g" th1s 
didrict rnore under the notH<~ of 01l pros­
nectar', The report of Dr. Jcn,,r,n in regard 
to the pos•ibilities of obtaining· oil there 
is one of the most favourable that we could 
rPad. :\".ot onlv have vvc got the report by 
Dr, J cwccn ori the possibilities of obtaining 
oil tl1eie bY boring. and the poHibilities 
of striking ~all oilfield si1nilar to the ~lcxi­
ccn field. but there are seams of shale, one 
<1f ,vhich a vcragcs 4 fc0t in thickness and 
annl~ysc ~· :;;omc1vherc a bout 58 galloi1s

1 
of oii 

to the ton. Right on the spot we _;_1ave a 
•mrnber of ,,earns of coal t.hat were inspected 
lw the Public \Yorks Commission during 
l)ile of thciT visi;r, to the dLtrict. 

I would like to touch upon one more point 
-the i'CCcnt coal find in the Clumonr dis­
trict. \Ve have a big deposit of coal in the 
Blair Athol district. which I do not intend 
t J deal >vith to· night, but quite recently a 

}llir. Fo'ey.] 
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find was made of a different class of coal a 
few miles from Blair Athol in a southerly 
direction, in a locality known as Douglas 
Creek. The prospectors of that deposit 
located it when boring for water. They arc 
onl~,- <;;truggling '\vorkers who have ,done a 
good deal of hard work boring and sinking, 
and up to date the analysis of the coal has 
be-en favourable, although not quite up to 
the desired standard. \'>1 e have proved, how­
m·er that, whereas Blair Athol will not coke, 
the new coa) find, although not giving quite 
as good an analysis from a steaming point of 
view, has proved that it will produce ,a fairly 
good, hard cr:>ke, which will mean a good 
deal for the Clermont district. Because of 
the fact that just adjacent to this coalmine 
we have the old Copperfi )ld mine that was 
work(·d longer than any copper mine in 
Quecomland, and which would have been 
opened by the Mount Morgan Company but 
for t!H recent slump in copp·er, I would like 
to see the Secretary for l'Iines arrange for 
the Chief Government Geologist, who is an 
authority on coal and has made a. survey of 
the Copperfidd district, to make a visit to 
that district and thoroughly survey the 
deposit for the purpose of helping the pros­
pectors who are there at the present time. 

At 9.55 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said: 'Gnder the pro­

Yisions of Sessional Orders agreed to by the 
House on 29th July and 25th September, I 
shall nqw leave the chair, report progreR<. 
and a.,k ·leave to sit .again. 

The House r·esumed. 
The CHAIR>IAN reported progress. 
Th.J resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
Th. House adjourned at 10 p.m. 




