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THURSDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1925.

The Speaker (Hon, W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTION.

DrrrereNcE IN Cost oF ROLLING-STOCK BUILT
AT IpswIcH Rainway WORKSHOPS AND BY
CONTRACTORS.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich), for Mr. F. A,
COOPER (Bremer), asked the Secretary for
Railways—

““ What is the difference in the cost to
the department between—(a) locomotives,
(b) carriages, (¢) wagons, built by the
department at the Ipswich Rallway
Workshops; and (a) locomotives, (b)
carriages, (¢} wagons, built for the Rail-
way Department by contractors.”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
‘“ The information is in course of
preparation.”

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
1924-1925 anD 1925-1926. @

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from His Ixcellency the Deputy-Governor
of a message transmitting the Supplementary
Estimates—Revenue, Trust and Special, and
Loan—for the years 1924-1925 and 1925-1926.

The Estimates were ordered to be printed,
and referred to Committee of Supply.

VOTE OF CREDIT.
ON Account 1926-1927.

The SPEAXER announced the receipt
from His Excellency the Deputy-Governor
of a message recommending that provision
be made, on account, for the services of the
several departments of the public service
for the year ending 30th June, 1927, of the
following sums:—

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of Quecensland, exclusive of the
moreys standing to the credit of the
Loan Fund Account, the sum of
£2,000,000.

From the Trust and Special Funds the
sum of £1,000,000.

From the moneys standing to the credit
of the Loan Fund Account the sum
of £600,000.

The message was ordered to be referred to
the Committee of Supply.

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
PusLic ACCOUNTS.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Auditor-General of his report on
the public accounts for the financial year
1924.1925.

Hoxovrarre Mevsers: Hear, hear!
Ordered to be printed.

[Hon. M. J. Kirwan.
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ResuMPTION OF COMMITTEE—THIRTEENTH ANL
FOURTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

DEPARTMENT OF PuUsLIc WORKS.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY, SCAFFOLDING,
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOREKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to
move—

“ That £29,545 be granted for ¢ Inspec-
tion of Machinery, Scaffolding, ana
Weights and Measures.” ”

There is a general increase in this vote of
£3,611, made up by additional payments for
grade increases in connection with salaries
of £3,061. Under the heading * Contin-
gencies,”” there is an increase in wages,
travelling expenses, ete., of £250, due to the
expansion of the department, and in railway
fares of £300, making a total increase in
““ Contingencies ’ of £550.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I want to con-
gratulate the Minister and the department
upon the effective work they have done in
Queensland during the past year. It is an
important department, and an exceedingly
difficult one to conduct.

Several hon. members conversing in loud
tones,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If hon. mem-
bers desire to interview Ministers, there are
other rooms set apart for that purpose; and,
if any hon. members desire to carry on long
and noisy conversations, there are other
places where that can be done.

HoxourasLe Meupers: Hear, hear !

Mr. GLEDSON: I was saying that this is
a most important department, and the Go-
vernment are certainly to be congratulated
on the work which has been done. There
are often complaints that the department is
interfering unnecessarily with machinery, but
on any works where I have been engaged or
with which I have come in contact it has very
often been found that the men thought the
machinery was all right till an inspector
came along and was able to point out that
it was not all right, and he has thus been
the means of preventing accidents to those
who ave working in connection with that
machinery.

Another direction in which the department
has done good work during the year is in
connection with the reports which it is often
asked to make on machinery, particularly
on boilers. Considering the time taken up
by the departmental officers in making these
reports, a charge should be made for them,
and the department is quite right in its
attitude in that respect. We know that these
reports are regarded as of value, and people
who want to buy or scll machinery or a
boiler appreciate the fact that the stamp of
the department is upon it.

Another good work the department has
done during the vear has been the inspection
of machinery for public or semi-public bodies.
There are many semi-public bodies in Queens-
land which have to use machinery, and many
of them huve not been in a position to say
whether the machinery they propose to buy
is up to the standard, and the department
has been able to do very good work by
inspecting such machinery and, where justi-
fied, stamping it, fhus preventing people
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who contract with these bodies from selling
what might prove to be a means of loss to
them. The stamp of the department is proof
that it is a good article, and, when people
who are selling it know that it has to stand
the inspection of a skilled inspector from the
Inspection of Machinery Department, they
do not supply a shoddy article. We have
had experience in our own district of articles
which have been inspected by and stood the
test of the department, and we have had
splendid results from them. I can therefore
vouch for the efficiency of the inspections of
--the department in that respect,

I congratulate the Minister on the good
work this department has done, and I think
that it puts Queensland foremost, so far
as the proper inspection not only of
machinery but also of scaffolding is con-
cerned, and I hope he will see that it is
kept right up to the mark.

Item (Inspection of Machinery, Scaffolding,
and Weights and Measures) agreed to.

LaBoUR, FACTORIES, AND WORKERS’
ACCOMMODATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to
move

“ That £37,595 be granted for ¢ Labour,

Factories, and Workers’ Accommoda-
tion.” ”?
There is a total increase in the vote of

£8,187, rendeved necessary by the appoint-
ment of additional inspectors, clerks, ete.,
and for paying grade increases. There is
also an increase for additional travelling
expenses and increased railway fares for the
conveyance of labour, necessitated by the
expansion of the department. There is an
increase in fees to members of the Appren-
ticeship Committee because of additional
meetings held in connection with the appren-
ticeship scheme. There is an increase in
contingencies of £4,190.

Mr. PETERSON (¥ormanby): I desire to
point out to the Minister that the railway
lengthsmen in the various parts of the Statc
are living under conditions which cannot be
called congenial. They do not come under
the Workers’ Accommodation Ach. If
private employers are compelled—and rightly
—to provide decent housing accommodation
when they are called upon to house their
cmployees, then a good example should be
set by the Government with their employees.

The SECRETARY For Prsric Womks: I do
ot build the lengthsmen’s cottages.

Mr. PETERSON : I know that; still they
are workers. If these lengthsmen working
out in the hot summer sun in big cuttings
and gorges in various parts of Queensland
are not workers in the true sense of the
term, then I would like to know who are. I
am asking that the Department of Public
‘Works should get into consultation with the
Railway Department and see if something
ecannot be done to provide these workers with
proper accommodation. Mr. Pollock, you
represent an electorate where there is a
considerable number of railway workers, and
vou know as well as I do that many of these
men live in houses built of kerosene tins and
bags, and the reason they are built of this
material is because a lengthsman has no
security of tenure of his job.

[8 OcToOBER.]
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The CHHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber can deal with this matter on the proper
vote.

Mr. PETERSON : Very well, Mr. Pollock,
I merely rose to ask the Railway Department
to see that these workers receive some con-
sideration in the direction I have indicated.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Zoowoomba): I
notice that there are items °‘ Chairman,
Apprenticeship Committees” and ¢ Secretary,
Apprenticeship Committees.”” Apprenticeship
is a matter which vitally concerns the people
of this State. Frequently I am asked what
method is to be adopted in order that children
may become indentured. I understand that,
if a boy desires to be apprenticed to a trade,
he has to apply to the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee, the office of which I assume is at the
Labour Bureau in his centre. If those
engaged in industry desires apprentices, I
presumre they must apply to the Labour
Bureau for such apprentices. It appears to
me that this is a matter which requires to be
made widely known. Onc of the methods by
which we can make it known is through our
various State schools. The headmasters must
have a number of boys. and likewise girls, who
they know will be leaving school at a certain
period, and they could indicate the condi-
tions under which theyv can obtain. employ-
ment. The child, in turn. will make those
cenditions known to 1ts parents. I find it
most difficult for the great body of the people
to get a knowledge of whether their children
can follow a trade at all. Time and again
there is a dearth of competent tradesmen.
In Brisbane and Toowoomba there are oppor-
tunitics for the employment of numbers of
skilled workmen in connection with the sewer-
age systems. We have lost a great oppor-
tunity in the past, and numbers of young
fellows now find themselves unskilled through
not having an opportunity of acquiring know-
ledge which would fit them to fill many of
the skilled-positions which arc epen to-day.
T have stressed the point before that in inden-
turing apprentices we must make provision
for the future tradesmen who will be
required, and that it is no use waiting for
the job. The boys of to-day and the men of
to-morrow have lost a golden opportunity.
Tf the boys are not acquiring the knowledge
as they are growing up, the opportunity is
lost and they become members of the unskilled
ranks. I have contended time and again that
there is no hindrance to an artisan becoming
a Jabourer, but there is no possibility of a
Izhourer doing the work of an artisan.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC WORKSA: We have
tried to overcome that by the Apprenticeship
Act.

Mr. ROBERTS : T realise that, buf I do not

agrec with the methods adopted by the
Government. We have not offered sufficient

opportunity for skilled workers. Queensland
and Australia are not going to stand still,
and the world is wide, Why should we not
anticipate the requirrmuents of the future br
teaching our own lads and not be dependent
upon bringing skilled men from overseas?

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRgs: Tell
me what we have not done that we should
have dune?

Mr. ROBERTS: There should ba a greater
number of boys employed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Are you
in favour of putting into operation the com-
pulsory clauses of the Apprenticeship Act to
compel emrplovers to take sheir full numbe:

of apprentices?
Mr. Roberts.]
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Mr. ROBERTS: I am quite prepared to do
that if the hon. gentleman can get suitable
lads,

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Womrks: 1 can
get suitable lads all vight.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Ordes!

Mr. ROBERTS: The Minister has lots of

opportunities in the matter of compulsion.
He has the power to compel men %o take
cerraln eaplovment, but he does not exercis:
taat power. Why then should he exercise the
NOWeY OI ((nml.lﬂou in one case and not In
ther? [t appears to me that we are not

giving the bovs of our State a fair deal. I
want the Minister to itmagine that five years
from noew [hL‘l‘C‘ is going to be expansion i

our trade, We are not making sufficient pro-
vision to train apprentices to fill the places
of the men who will be removed {rom the
skilted trades by reason of old age, injury,
and death, and we shall have to depend o:
skilled labour from overseas to fill thoss
vacancies, which our own lads ought to take.
I ask the Gevernment to give sowme considera-
tion to glving information to parents on
apprentice=hip matters so that.they will know
what opportunities of ovnplovmont are offer-
mp for their bows.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
iHon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): 1 desire to
azsure the hon. member for Bast Toowoomba
thar the Government are doing all that is
possible to make the apprenticeship scheme
a success, I take this opportunity of paying

tribute alike to those employers and em-
plovees who are working on the various
apprenticeship commitiees. Hon. members
will recollect that my predecessor introduced
the Appwnrwe:hxp Act and, when he com-
menced to put it into operation, he met with
some difficulty. Quite a number of unions,
and likewise employers, looked upon it with
disfavour.  Eventually representatives of the
unions and ciiployers were induced to come
together and consider the matter, with the
result that they now realise that it is one
of the best Apprenticeship Acts in existence
in Australia to-day. As a matter of fact,
we have reeeived communications from
several of the labour bureaus in other States
asking for an e\phnation as to the manner
in which the Act is being worked. I would
be failing in my duty as head of the depart-
ment if T did not express my personal grati-
tude and that of the Govermment to the
representatives of the employers and em-
ployees, who spend a great deal of time in
dealing with apprentices, and who come into
nersonal contact with them and endeavour
to place them in the trades for which they
appear to be best adapted.

Hon. members must realise that it is a
very difficult matter, when a lad of fifteen
or sixteen comes along, to ascertain what
trade he is peculiarly adapted for. A lad

may be put to the electrieal enginesring
trade and may learn nothing whatever,
whereas, if he were put to cabinet- makmg,

he would be an unqualified success.

Mr. RoBerTs : He has the right to choose.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That is done by sending the lad to the
Technical College and placing him in touch
with the various classes conducted there. If
the hon, member for Rast Toowoomba will
get in touch with some of the employers or
union representatives on the apprenticeship

[Mr. Roberts.
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committees, he will learn a good deal as to
what has been done.

Mr. RoperTs: I have already done that.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The scheme has been in operation only
& short time, and quite a number of lads
lave been p]aced in employment through it.
Unfortunately sorme employers will not take
apprentices at all. I know of one particular
firm that takes that attitude; they will not
give lads an opportunity to learn their trade.

Mr. Corsir: Yet you say they try te
sweat labour in that way.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member is in the habit of saying
more than hi: prayers. Every attempt has
buen made by the department and by the
apprenticeship committees to get this scheme
into operation, and nearly every month the
operations of the Act are extended and out-
side arcas arc brought within its ambit, thus
allowing lads in the distant parts of the State
to learn trades. The main idea is to give not
only a theoretical training in our workshops
but also a practical training, so that in
four or five years we shall be able to pro-
duce those first-class tradesmen who the
hon. member said, are so necessary for the
progress of the State.

My, PETERSON (Normanby): I draw the
attention of the Minister to the operations
of the Labour Bureau in Rockhampton, Men
living in other parts of the Central dis-
trict have to register at the Rockhamp-
ton bureau, and, if those men should go
home and ‘\ol" turn up for them during
their absence, they lose the right to a
iob. In the case of men living in outlying
places, would it not be possible to allow
them to remain at their homes until a job

cropped up when, say, twenty-four hours’
notice could be given them that they
are now near the top of the list.
That would be better than remaining

about the city and losing what little money
they have while waiting for a job. What-
ever may have been the experiences of other
hon. members, that is my experience in my
own district. If the Minister can see his way
to arrange such a scheme, considerable relief
will be afforded to men desirous of taking
advantage of the ILahour Burcau. Those
men are decent, reputable citizens, and be-
cause they may not care to hang round Rock-
hampmr North Rockhampton. or Queen’s
Park they are precluded from getting
a job. I trust that the Minister will see his
wayv to recommend the adoption of some
such scheme as I have suggested.

Mr. MAXWELIL, (Zoowong): The hon.
member for Bast Toowocomba is to be con-
gratulated on drawing the Minister’s
attention to the scriousness of the position
that exists to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC Works: It
would have been much more serious if no
Apprenticeship Act had been paszed

Mr. MAXWELL: Thet may be so, but
the position of affairs is not wltoget}‘el satis-
factory. 1t is Wel known that 1n the past
there was always a difficulty in securing an
opportunity for bors to learn trades, but

that difficulty will be overcome

[11 a.m.] by the creation of apprenticeship

committecs. I want to stress the
necessity for the Minister giving every
encouragement to the young people of this
State to learn some trade or profession.
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The parents are very anxious—in my own
clectorate, at any rate—as to what they
arc going to do with their boys and girls.
There have been instances where they have
tried to place their boys and girls and have
found it absolutely impossible to do so. If
the apprenticeship committee is going %o
find opportunitics for placing every boy and
girl in a desirable calling, it will have
accomplished something. The DMinister 1s
very optimistic, and 1 wish I were as ophr-
mistic. I am in regard to a good many
things, but I am not quite so optimistic 1n
connection with the apprenticeship com-
mittee. 1 give the hon. gentleman credit
for all sincerity in connection with the
matter. I believe that he means well;
but there may be certain stumbling
blocks in the way that may have to be
removed. On page 15 of the report reference
is made to the certificates issued to young
persens. I do not know whether that means
that the certificates are issued to young
persons who are qualified to enter a certain
trade or calling, or whether it means that
they have entered a trade or calling. I
find that for the year ended 3lst March,
1924, there were 246 males and 425 females,
making a total of 671, who have received
cortificates, while for the following year
274 males and 537 females reccived certifi-
cates, making a total of 811. I should like
to know from the Minister if these young
people have been placed in positions, or 1s
it only a qu=slification certificate, and then,
when any employer wants them, they are
to bo picked off the ranks and allocated to a
cortain trade or calling. If that is so, the
figures shown in the report do not indicate
very much progress in placing young people
in positions. When you take into considera-
tion the population of Qucensland and find
that only 271 voung males have vereived
certificates of competency, it secms to me
that we arc going 1o have a State of
nnskilled tradesmen. That spraks for itself.
The position the hon. member for Rast
Toowoomba pointed out is a serious one, and
some special attraction should be given to
vourig people to encourage them to make
themselves  self-supporting.  There is no
greator asset to the State than self-supporting
people. A skilled tradesman is the most
independent man in the community. With
his skill he can command a position, and
can command—not the minimum wage, but
the highest wage it is possible to get.
It is a serious position when we find from
the report that, for the year ended 3lst
March last certifizates were issued to only
74 males. We krow that there are more
than that number leaving the schools at the
termination of their scholastic carcer. Where
are those boys drifting? The best asset we
can get is the tradesman.
An OppOSITION “MEMBER :
faymer?

Mr. MAXWELL: T am dealing with
Brishane now, but farmers are really trades-
men. I would like some explanation from
the Minister as to what the certificates given
to young persons really mean. Ave the
certificates only issued to those who have
qualified to take up a certain trade or
calling ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBILIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brishane): The certi-
ficates to which the hon. member for
Tcowong has drawn attention are those which
are issued with the consent of the Minister,
after having the matter investigated and

VWhat about the
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reported wpon, to children under sixteen
vears of age to allow them to worlk in
factories. ¥4 very often occurs that the
father is an invalid, or the mother a widow.
who iz compelled to send out the eldest
momber of the family to sugment his or
her rather small income. The certificate
is only given after inquirics are made and
the casce iz fully investigated, and the person
concerned must prove that there is ample
justification for the certificate being given,

In order to show that the Covernment
are doing something in regard to apprentice-
ship. I would point out that, at the (iovern-
ment workshops and construction branch con-
nected with the department, we have seventy-
nine apprentices. There are twenty car-
penters, five joiners, sixteen plumbers, four
painters. eight bricklayers, six plasterers, two
masons, five electricians, two motor mechanics,
one polisher, and one blacksmith. These
apprentices are employed in connection with
the Government workshops and coustruction
branch, and there are a number of appren-
tices employed on the Treasury buildings.

My, PeTERson: That s small
number.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I am only speaking of the work under my
control. The hon. member will realise that
we can only take cognisance of apprentices
where we have permanent workshops or per-
mancnt work going on. T think we are doing
fairly well with seventy-nine. If the hon.
member goes to the Ipswich Road Workshops
he will find apprentices to the different
trades which are being carried on. A lot
of the work which is being done in the
sreparation of the stone for the Treasury
block is being carvied out hy the apprentices.
The work in connection with the stone form-
ing the basc of the statue of the late Hon.
T. J. Ryan was done there by apprentices.
I would like to take hon. members, when they
have the time available, to see the work being
done at the Ipswich Road Workshop by
apprentices.  They take a pride in their
calling and arc doing splendid work, and by
the time they have finished their apprentice-
ship they will be splendid artisans and able
to undcertake any work on which ther may
be employed.

I understood the hon. member for Nor-

manby to suggest that some method should
be adopted to get into communication with
men, living outside Reckhampton—for 1n.
stance, at some place on the Central Railway
iine—and registered at the Labour Bureau
in Rockhampton, when work could be found
for them—that is, when they ~were at the head
of the list.

Ar. PrrERSON: If thev are not on the spot
they miss their chance, and it meens that, if
they wart a job, they have to hang around
in Rockhampton.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
T think the hon. member will admit that the
labour agents do what they can in such
matters and that they are very sympathetic
in their administration, particularly if thex
know that a man is married and has a family
and is really anxious to get work, In such
cases particularly they give him every assist-
anes to get to the place where he can obtain
work. 1 think something might be done. For
instance, if the job was not to start for three
days, it would be possible to notify the man
who was at the head of the list if he was ous
of Rockhampton, but sometimes the Railway

Hon. M. J. Kirwan.]

a  very
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Department ring up the bureau here or at
Maryborough, Bundaberg, or Rockhampton,
and say that five men are required to start at
4 given hour perhaps that day or the next
day.

Mr. PerersonN: If a man is fifth on the
list, could they not send him a letter intimat-
ing that he was near the top?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

That system could be carried out, so that,
when a man was near the top of the list, he
could come into town and make a point of
being at the bureau.

Mr. MAXWELL (Z'oowong): I should like
to know from the Minister whether it is
possible to get information as to the number
of apprentices the apprenticeship commibtee
have placed in various trades and callings.

The SecrRETARY FOR PuBLic WORKS : We are
trying to get the information now.

Mr. MAXWELL: I think it is
we should have that information. I do not
ask for 1t immediately, but we certainly
should know how we are dealing with these
boys. I believe that the committee is doing
excellent work, and I am quite satisfied that
the Director of Labour is doing excellent
work. He is a man with a pin-pricking job,
if I may use that term. Anybody who has
to hold the scales of justice fairly between
employer and employee has a somewhat diffi-
cult task, and I have a great amount of

necessary

%y'npathy for Mr. Walsh. He is a most
honourable, conscientious man.

Mr. GLEDSON: Do you give him any
trouble ? ’

Mr. MAXWELL : T am always amenable to
reason, and I try to cause as little trouble as
I can, because I appreciate the difficulties of
the position. I should like to take the oppor-
tunity of giving an assurance to parents that
excellent work is being done, and the only
way in which I can make that assurance
effective is by getting a rveturn such as I
have indicated. If it is not possible to ger
it this morning, then we can have it subse-
quently.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric WORKS:
hon. member will
to morrow, I will
information.

Mr. HANSON (Buranda): I am glad to
see from the Estimates that some recognition
has been accorded to the chairman and secre-
tary of the apprenticeship committees in the

way of salary. I have gone to the trouble of
getting some definite figures indicating what
has been done by the apprenticeship com-
mittee and the growth of the system during
the last year. I have dealt with this question
previously in this Chamber. Last year the
number of apprentices who had been dealt
with was approximately 1,200. This year 1
find that the total was 2,141, or an increase
of 894 for the past twelve months.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORXS:
is under the Act.

Mr. HANSON: We were working under
the apprenticeship regulations prior to the
passing of the Act. and practically calrymcr
out the same functions as at present. Of the
total of 2,141 apprentices dealt with some 1,700
are attending classes at the technical colleges
at Brisbane, Ipswich, Toowoomba, Mary-
borough, Rockhampton, and Townsville. I
think those figures indicate very fair pro-
gress. I agree with the hon. member for

[Hon. M. J. Kirwan.

If the
frame a question for
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Toowong that a good tradesman is one of the
best assets the State can have. Perhaps the
good conditions existing in the trades during
the past year have been responsible to some
extent for the progress of the scheme. The
figures I have quoted do not take into con-
sideration Charters Towers, Gympie, Maclxay,
and Cairns. No figures are available with
respect to those places, but one must make
some allowance for them,

I agree with the hon. member for East Too-
woomba that some publicity should be given
to the apprenticeship scheme. Anyone who
goes outside of the city—in fact there is no
need to go outside of the city—will find that
parents of children about to leave school.
know very little indeed aboui ths subject
of apprenticeship. The secretaries of unions
of skilled workers have had considerable
trouble in policing the apprenticeship regu-
lations, inasmuch as they have found a
large number of boys engaged in the differ-
ent trades who have not been registered
through the Apprenticeship Committee at
all. Some publicity in the schocis might
obviate a lot of trouble in that direction,
and it might be possible to advertise oceca-
sionally in the newspapers that a number of
boys are required for certain trades and
inviting the parents to see that their boys
make application for the positions.

There is a more serious aspect of the
matter which has often been stressed. I
refer to the proportion of apprentices in
any one trade. Every industrial award lays
down the proportion of apprentices to
journeymen. Some hon. members have con-
tended that the proportion 1is not high
cnough, and that it should be unlimited. I
do not agree with that, but 1 do say that
many usnions have agreed to a greater pro-
portion being permitted because thw realise
the seriousness of the position and the neces-
sity for more skilled tradesmeu I have had
a good number of years’ experience 1 con-
nection with the applentxceshlp scheme, and
reither I nor any other union official has
ever disagreed with the proposal to exceed
the proportion of apprentices in the case
of any decent employer who was in a position
to teach a boy his trade. I think the thing
can be overdone, and every a.pphcahon
should be dealt with on its merits_ It is
time the Minister gave serious consideration
to putting into operation the compulsory
clauses of the Apprenticeship Act. Take the
branch of the building industry in which I
was interested. There are several employers
engaged in that industry who to-day are
not employing their full proportion of appren-
tices. Many employers in the building indus-
try have refused point-blank to take any
apprentices, while some have taken a few.
I venture to say that outside {the plumbing
irade there is not one employer employing
the full proportion of apprentices permitted
under industrial awards. That must be taken
into consideration as soon as possible by the
Minister with a view to putting into opera-

tion in some trades the compulsory clauses
of the Act.
Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): I was

pleased to hear the hon, member for Buranda
say that the unions were viewing more
favourably an increase in the number of
apprentices. 1 realise that there are oppor-
tunities for the boys if they are given a
chance. The hon. member referred to the
building industry, but I wan’ to point out
that the difficulfy in taking on apprentices
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in that industry is the question of the con-
tinuity of employment. W hen an emp.oyer
takes an apprentice he has to recognise his
liability, and, if his work finishes, say, in
about elghteen months and he is left with a
couple of apprentices, he has to find some
method of transferring those boys to another
employer so as to carry out the condilions
of the indenture I know that in the city
of Brisbane the builders have come to an
uuderstanding to carry_ a certain number of
spprentices; but, in addition to that, there

« the respons1b1hty if an employer suddenly
ﬁz.ds that the job is finished and a0 further
contracs has been obtained. Those facts
have to be taken into consideration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
cases we arrange to transfer.

Mr. ROBERTS: I raised a discussion on
this vote in particular to try to induce the
department to get into touch with the schools
and make it very definitely known there that
the parents will obtain a knowledge under
w hab method and system they can indenture

¢21r boys.

M‘r‘ HaxsoN : They could put up advertise-
ments on the walls, too.

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not think that is
necessary. The headmasters know how many
boys are reaching an age when they leave
school.

There is another point which I wish to
raise on this vote. Some time ago I was in
Rockhampton, and on my return I brought
under the notice of the House the difficulty
in which some men find themselves in obtain-
ing employment. A particular case came
under my notice to which I then referred.

In some

A man’s name was called at the labour
bureau. On that morning his name
happened to be first on the list, and the

job offering was his. The difficuity which
then confronted him was that he did not
have a union ticket as he had been out of
work for a period. He consequently had to
stand down. Mr. Theodore, who was then
Premier, intimated that the Government
would make arrangements to ensure that men
in those circumstances would not be refused
work, that they would be given employment.
und that the amount of the union ticket would
Lbe deducted from their wages. We had an
instance of a similar character at Too-
woomba last week. The assurance that the
ex-Premier then gave is seemingly not now
heing adhered to. It was brought under my
notice where a man who had been out of
employment for some considerable time-—in
some extent through ill-health-—found himself
able to get a job., Immediately the job was
offered the auestion of his union ticket was
vaised. He had not previously been engaged
in that particular calling. It was only
“hrough the kindness of another person in
Toowoomba, who made the money for the
union ticket available, that this man was
shle to get the job. If that person had not
come to his assistance he would have been
walking the streets of Toowoomba, and he
had seven children under the age of {fourteen
vears. There is something wroung in the con-
ditions of the State when such cases occur.
1 cannot imagine that the men who con-
stitute  the unions stand for that. There
sheuld be some method by which a man
entitled to a job could pay a quota of the
unton_fees from his first wages, and work
should be given to him under those condi-
tions. The question of whether that man
should work or not should not depend on the

1925—3 z
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charity and good grace of some individual to
enable him to buy his ticket. I am raising
this guestion because I have been told bv
the labour agent at Toowoomba and officials
in other places that they did not know of
the statement made by the then Premier that
men in _the position this man found himseif
in should be given employment. I got into
touch with the Chief Inspector, and he told
me that he knew nothing of any such instruc-
tion. He informed me that, if 2 man pos-
sossed a union ticket which expired at the
end of September, he was always allowed a
fow weeks in which to make himself good
after a job was secured by him. I am now
dealing with the man who has not been in a
union, and who for certain reasons has not
heen able to sccure employment, and, after
registering at the labour bureau, passes
through the usual routine, comes first on the
list. and then in order to g b\t the job offering
has first to purchase a ticket in the Australian
Workers' Unioun. He should be allowed to
take the omplavment offered him so long as
he is willing subsequently to join the
organisation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hen. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): In reply
to the hon. member for Toowong, I may
state that the total number of apprentices
now working under the scheme is 1,330. Of
that number seventy-nine are emplmed by
the Works Department. There are 376
journeymen employed by this department.

The hon. member for Hast Toowoomba
made reference to allowing an employer who
already has his full number under the award
to take additional apprentices. No cbjection
is raised to that provided the lads are taught
their trade.

The important question of publicity
raised by the hon. members for Tlast Too-
woomba ard Buranda. I inform those two
hon. members that the queition is receiving
some consideration, A suggestion was made
by Mr. Hall, who is very enthusiastic in this
matter——

Mr. Roperrs: He is a very good man.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

I am very glad to hca~ the hon. member
say that. We could not get a better man
if we raked Queensiand. Mr. Hall has made
the suggestion that we should have a moving
picture taken of the operations of the
apprenticeship scheme. Although it might
cost £400 or £500 to distribute if over
Quenrnsiand, it would be of the greatest value,
because people throughout the State would
then have an opportunity of viewing the
whole of the operations of the scheme.
Pictures could be taken of the operations at
the Central Technical College, showing the
lads going through their trades, and pictures
could also be taken of their operations work-
ing for private employers. A very fine
picture could be made showing the actual
conditions wunder which these apprentices
work. If such a picture were shown through-
out Queensland. parents and even children
would interest themselves in the scheme, and
those who would be likely to take advantage
of the scheme in a couple of years would
know all about 1t as well as those at present
taking advantage of it.

was

We are doing all we can to extend the
operations of the Act in distant portions of
the State, and in country districts we have
attached rural schools to State schools. Those
rural schools are doing splendid work in

Hon. M. J. Kirwon.]
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enabling country lads to obtain sufficient
knowledge to effect the necessary repairs
about a country howmestead or farm.

In conncction with the remarks regarding
a union ticket, that matter is largely
governed by awards. Where unionists have
preference the director has no choice in the
matter, but I know that the Government
have on more than one occasion, when
unemployment was acute, arranged that a
certain number of men who did not possess
union tickets shouid join the batches of
union men who were given employment.

Mr. M \,A\\ BLL (Zooweng): I thank the
Minister for his D\plan&tmp It proves con-
clusively the soricusness of the position in the
matter of finding tradesmen for our State.
When we consider that only 1,320 appren-
tices have been turned out since the begin-
ning of the operations of this Act we realise
mot something is wrong. Something should
be doune, ecither by the publicity scheme
mgt’ested by the Minister or by some other
method.  Perhaps something could be done
through our schools to make the children
conversant with the fact that it is possible
to make themselves self-supporting by learn-
ing a trade. I stress the point to the Minister

and he will have our full support in the
matter.
Ttem {Labour, Factories, and Workers

Accommodation) agreed to.
{11.30 a.m.]

THE GAS ACT oF 1916,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon, M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): 1 beg to
move—

“That there be granted £2,235 for
‘The Gas Act of 1916.
This is a very appropriate vote with which
to  conclude my Estimates. (Laughter.)
There is an increase in salaries amounting
to £145 an(l an increase in contingencies of
DlOO mm]\mq a total increaxe in the vote

i £24
Mr. ROBFRTS (Bast  Toowoomba): I
notice that the first item reads—
‘“(tas referee, £500 (portion of year
only), £350.”

Does that mean that the gas referee is only
cmployed for a portion of the year?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Yes; he is a part-time officer.
Item agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Thank you, gentlemen, I hope I shall see
vou again next session. (Laughter.)

DEPARTMENT OF oJUSTICE.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hwon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): 1 beg to move—

‘“ That there be granted £21,570 for

¢ Department of Justice—Chief Office.””

Mr. MOORE (4ubigny): 1 have a very
serious charge to make against the Govern-
ment in regard to the way in which
“ Liberty Fairs” have been conducted. 1
have a very definite statement which has
been made 1n the Press, and I have also a
very definite statement which has been
handed to me and which appeared in the
“ Catholic Advocate.” 1 intend to guote the

[Hon. M. J. Kirwan.
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particulars from that paper of 6th August,
1926—

“ Some time ago Cabinet, possibly to
avoid ticklish que<t10ns durmg the pre-
sent session of Parliament, summaulv
abolished the ¢ Liberty Fairs’ Nine
weeks previously facilities had been
granted to Rev. Bro. J. N. Moore,
olga’nskr to run the ordinary ¢ beeltv
Fair’ for the purpose of the Christian
Brothers” Jubilee Appeal. We are not
arguing about the ethics of gambling
here; the question is too wide for a short
article, but we are amazed at the incon-
:,mtencv of the Govermment authorities
in saddenly repudiating permission pre-
viously granted. If ¢ Liberty Fairs’ were
to be cancelled because the Government
suddenly  developed qualms of con-
scicnce “the reasonable thing to CXPECT
is that existing permits would not have
have been affected.

“ Unrestricted departmental permission
was given, among others to the follow-
ing

“ Paddington A.L.P., Brisbane A.L.P.,
the T.imbless Soldiers, the Children’s
Hospital, the Mater Hospital, the Trades
Hall, and the Returned Soldiers’ Associa-
tion.

“In the case of all thesc the permit
was honoured. Why has the Brothers’
Appeal been singled out as the one excep-
tion? Less worthy causes have not been
interfered with, and theirs was onc of
the last permits granted.

‘“The controversy that raged over
A.L.P. Liberty Fairs was not sutlicient
to move the Government, but a fear of
criticism in the House when all public
hubbub has ceased is good enough to
make them repudiate bona fide permits
over the signature of a responsible
Minister.

“The Christian Brothers’ Appeal will
suffer considerably by the Governmens
veto. Apart from the direct loss
involved, there is the serious considera-
tion of the many other fruitful activi-
ties which would have been otherwise

called into use. The value of the Bro-
thers to the State is fifty years of
de\oted service in the cause of edus:

tion withont one penny of Govefnvnent
subsidy. We have believed the Labour
party to be a democratic uody out to
give everyone a fair deal, but we can
find no explanation for their action in
this matter. Rev. Bro. Moore wrote
agking Cabinet to reconsider its decision,
but to no purpose. A game analagous
to  the crossword compefltlon was
starfed and promptly quashed by the
police authorities, asting under instruc-
tions flom the Home Secretary, bnoause
it was ‘ like’ a gambling venture. He

1s something undertaken in the cause of

charity and education, in a work of
State importance, and it is delibsrately
sacrificed to the nap.datlon of ‘oto~
hunting politicians.”
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Who wrote that
letter ?

Mr. MOORE: I presume the Reverend
Brother J. N. Moore is the author. I want to
state definitely and unequivocally that I am
not in favour of ““ Iiberty Fairs ” at all, but,
if permits are granted for them, it is abso-
lutely essential that the law shall be imparti-
ally administered, and that everybody shall
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have the same opportunity. The Reverend
Brother Moore made a complaint to me that
discrimination had been shown, and I went
to the Premier and pointed out that, while
I did not agree with ¢ Liberty Fairs,” 1
thought that if a permit for a * Liberty
Fair” had been granted it was only right
that the permit should be honoured and the
same conditions allowed in connection with
that particular permit as in other cases. The
Premier formally replied to me on 23vd
September last—

“On 16th July, 1925, the Reverend
Brother Mocore was advised by the
Attorney-General as follows:—

The Government has decided to
adhere to its decision of the 7th
instant, namely, that all parties con-
ducting art unions, raffles, and guessing
competitions shall keep «trictly within
the terms of the permit granted by the
Attorney-General,

“ Reverend Brother Moore is entirely
wrong when he stated that there has
been any discrimination against him in
the permit granted for the conduct of
raffles, art unions, and gucssing competi-
tions in_aid of the Christian Brothers’

Jubilee Fund.”

I have been definitely informed by the
Reverend Brother Moore and other people
that, when they started their ¢ Liberty Fair,”
the police practically interfered—every time
they commenced what they called a moncy-
making game they were stopped. I would
have nothing to say if the same treatment
had been meted out to the other ¢ Liberty
Tairs ” which have been going on, but we
find that at Woolloongabba there is a
“ Liberty Fair” run by the Trades Hall to
secure political funds, and every game which
the Reverend Brother Moore was stopped
from adopting is now going on there.

The ArTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE: Tt is true. Two men I sent
over there purposely to find out what was
going on asked the police whether it was
fegal. and were told they were supposed
to wink at it because it was for political
funds. The Mayor of Greater Brisbane
stated  that he was not going to have
 Liberty Fairs ”” conducted in Brisbane; but
the Government allow this ““ Liberty Fair ”
in the railway yards at Woolloongabba, which
is outside the jurisdiction of the Mayor of
Greater Brisbane. Ts not that a scandalous
state of affairs? TIf the law is going to be
administered, it should be administered
impartially. I do not believe in these things,
and have always been dead against them;
but when permits are given it is absolutely
ossential that everybody should be treated
alike. T can quite understand that people
who run them are endeavouring to secure
funds. We know that, if the gambling cle-
ment is encouraged, it is possible to procure
a greater amount of funds than by any other
method ; but that does not say it is right,
and it does not say that, when the Cabinet
have come to a definite decision in the case
of one party, that decision should not be
applied 1n the case of all. I have a definite
statement in® a letter from the Reverend
Brother Moore, in which he states that the
privileges which were denied to him have
been allowed te take place in the Australian
Labour party’s “ Liberty Fairs” and other
“ Liberty Fairs,”” for which permits were
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riven at the same time. The permit for the
one at Woolloongabba was given much later
than those. Last Friday and Saturday night
these things were going on all the time. It
is no use for the Government attempting
to sheltsr behind the police. T am not going
to have that. I am not going to say that
the police are not doing their duty. I did
not bring this matter up on the police vote.
This is a definite Cabinet decision, and, if the
Government arc not gamc to see that the
law is administered, let them wipe it off
the statute-book. All these permits were
given with certain limitations. It was stated
in the Press that the Cabinet had come to a
decision in regard to the matter and that
limitations were to be placed on the permits.
These limitations were strictly —enforced
against onme person who is securing funds
for religious, charitable, and educational
purposes, and to my mind there can be no
betler purpese than that. But, when it
comes to a question of raising funds for
political purposes, we find that the very
thing which the Reverend Brother Moore
was stopped from doing in his ‘“ Liberty
Tair ” 1s allowed to be carried out whole-
sale in other cases. This Is a very serious
business. The law should be administercd
impartially and justly. If permits are given
and certaln games are stopped in one place,
they should be stopped in another, and I do

not want the Governme_nt to say, * Our
instructions to the police were to stop
these games of chance or gambling.” If they

do give that order, they are there to see
that the law is carried out. It is no use
trying to shelter themselves behind somebody
else. This decision has been come to by the
Cabinet, and there has been an emphatic
protest hecause it was recognised that other
“ Liberty Fairs”’ were infringing the law,
which was enforced in the case of others. It
is a serious state of affairs, showing gross
laxity, favouritism, and interference with
Government departments by people who are
able to bring pressure to bear on them that
special conditions should be granted to them
which are not granted to others, that it is
absolutely essential that a protest should
he made.

The Premier: You know very well that
no favouritism has been shown.

Mr. MOORE: I emphatically state that
it has heen shown.

The Pzeuir: That is
statement.

Mr. MOORE : I emphatically and definitely
state that games of chance and gambiing
which were disallowed in the Christian
Brothers’ Jubilee ¢ Liberty Fair ” are going
on over at Woolloongabba—not at this
moment, but day after day. and are winked
at.

The PrEMIER: Winked at by whom?

My. MOORE: Winked at by the police
and by the Government, because they Lknow
that they are going on. Nobody can tell
me that the Government do not know. A
permit has been granted, and no definite
instructions have been given by the Govern-
ment to see that the law is adhered to.
Why did the police interfere on every pos-
sible occasion when the Christian Brothers’
Jubilee ¢ Liberty Fair” was going on?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. member
knows why.

Mr. MOORE: I do not.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes, you do.

Mr. Moore.]

a doliberate mis-
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Mr., MOORE: Unfortunately I do not
know. I would like to know why the same

restrictions are not applied to all.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know that the
same restrictions do apply to all.

Mr. MOORE: I definitely state that the
same restrictions have not been applied to
all.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They have been
applied. 8o far as I am concerned I have
issued the same instructions in every case.

Mr. MOORE: I do not doubt that so far
as the Attorney-General is concerned the
same permit has been given.

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL : Then what are you
talking about?

Mr. MOORE: I am talking about the
administration afterwards. I see one set of
persons prevented from having the advan-
tages or supposed advantages of these gam-
bling concerns and another set of persons
allowed to go free.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE: That is the evidence that
can be supplied every day of the week.

The PreEMIER: Let us have some of the
evidence.

Mr. MOORE: I have given Brother
Moore’s own evidence. He went over to this
particular ‘¢ Liberty Fair,” at Woolloon-
gabba, and he says, ““ Tho very thing I was
stopped from conducting is going on openly’ ;
and I sent two men to Woollcongabba last
Friday night and Saturday night, and each
came back and said, ¢ Get rich quick,”

and ¢ Under and over seven’ were going on.
He might have

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
informed the Home Secretary.

Mr. MOORE: It is not the ordinary
individual’s job, when he finds gambling
going on, to inform the Home Secretary.
What { am complaining about is that a
definite Cabinet decision was come to and
that certain things were disallowed in one
case and winked at in the other. I want to
se¢ the law administered impartially, and I
intend %o move a reduction in the vote by
£1 as a protest against this state of things,
and I ask hon, members who. believe in
justics and law being administered impar-
tially to have courage enough to support the
Opyposition and assist them to make an effec-
4ive protest, because in my opinion it is a
distinct miscarriage of justice and fair play,
and the Government have openly winked
at a condition of affairs which they have
no right to wink at. This subject was
put before the Cabinet, and the Cabinet
must stand up to their responsibility.
‘They must see that the law is administered
in an impartial and effective manner and not
allow things to go on as they are to-day. I
beg, by way of amendment, to move—

“ That the vo*e be reduced by £1.”

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 desire to
zupport the amendment moved by the leuder
of the Opposition. There is every justifica-
tion for everything the hon. gentleman has
said in connection with the vote. ILike the
leader of the Opposition, I am opposed to
“Liberty Fairs” in any shape or form.
On the evidence we have had and from what
we have been told, I certainly think that
there has been unfair diserimination shown
in conpection with this matter. We have
been taunted with obtaining funds to carry

[My. Moore.
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on our campaign of work from certain
individuals and certain sources. From what-
ever sources we get our money it is not
tainted in the same way as the money
roceived for quite a number of years for
propaganda purposes from *“ Liberty Fairs”
not only in Brishane but in various parts of
Queensland.

Mv. LiEweLyy: Do you want to deprive
women and children of food and clothing?

My, TAVYLOR: It is not a bit of use the
hon. member talking about robbing children
of food and clothing. The *“Liberty Fairs”
have robbed children of more food and
clothing than has been taken by anything
cise in the community. The “ Liberty Fairs”
are o scandal and disgrace. The Act passed
by this Parliament a session or two ago was
not put through to check gambling in any
shape or form, but was put through simply
for the purpose of obtaining revenue. The
(tovernment have not endeavoured to enforce
a single provision of that Act which has been
on the statute-book, and the Attorney-General
krows that what I am saying is quite true.
When the Bill was going *hrough the House
1 asked the hon. gentleman if it were in-
tended to enforce its provisions, but he sat
silent knowing that the provisions were not
coing to be enforced. The Bill was simply
to delude. camouflage, and humbug the
publie. That is what i was put through for.
We are protesting in this Chamber to-day
sbout certain things being done.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the hon. mem-
for will read the newspapers, he will see that
reople are being prosecuted for gambling.

Mr. TAYLOR: We know all about those
who are prosecuted for gambling under the
Act I have referred to. The Act was not
introduced for the purpose of stopping
gambling at all. It was simply a revenue
Act. In fact, the Minister said 1t was a
revenue Act, and his own words in ¢ Han-
sard ' testify to that. Let us fight our
political campaigns clean, Let us raise our
inoniey in connection with those campaigns
in a fair and square method. [f we are
going to give permission to certain indivi-
duals to run these ““ Liberty Fairs” in certain
ways, then we have a right to allow other
people, such as Brother Moore, to exercise the
same right.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : You want the Attorney-
(teneral to give more permits instead of less?

Mr. TAYLOR: No. I do not want any
permits fo be given at all. It is no good the
hen. member trying to humbug and camou-
flage what is being done. If he is in favour
of gambling, +*hen let him vote with the

(tovernment. I ask him, Is he or is he not
in favour of gambling?
Mr. WinsTanLeEy: I am not in favour of

ziving any more permitbs.

My. TAYLOR : We know exactly what you
are in favour of. We know how you are
coing to vote.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member
to address the Chair.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am sorry that I was
drawn off the track. I certainly think that
the Government have acted in’a very unfair
way in giving certain individuals the right
to conduct *‘ Liberty Fairs’” on Government
property in order that they may not come
within the jurisdiction of the Greater Bris-
bane Council. The Minister knows, and the
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Government know, that the Greater Brisbane
Council has definitely stated that it intends
to prohxblt the running of these ¢ Liberty
Fairs” in the area under its control. In
order that the Greater Brisbane Council
might not be able to use the power, which
it undoubtedly has under the Greater Bris-
bane Act, to prevent ‘‘ Liberty Fairs,” the
Government gave a permit for this “ Fair”
to be run on Government property. The
thing is certainly a shame and disgrace to
the Government. They had no right to grant
that permit when shortly before they refused
a permit for a * Fair” the proceeds of which
were to be used for educational and religious
purposes.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We did nothing
of the kind. We granted a permit, but it
was not availed of.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Attorney-General cer-
tainly gave a permit, but the Cabinet
imposed certain limitations. The regulations
that were issued were only humbug and
hypocrisy. When the Cabinet issued the
regulations prohibiting certain games from
being played it was never intended that they
should be carried out, and they are not being
carried out at the present time.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): The action taken
by the leader of the Opposition is fully
warranted by the statement he made. Like
the leader of the Opposition, I have no
time for ‘ Liberty Fairs”; but, if the
majority of this Chamber say they are in
favour of them, being subject to majority
rule, all we ask is that the law <hould be
impartially administered. Tt is a scandalous
state of affairs that the Government should
give preference to somebody who is a politi-
cal friend in order that he may raise funds
for political purposes, and at the same time,

if there is any virtue in these * Fairs/’ !
refuse to permit Brother Moore canvmn
on a ‘“Fair” on similar lines to raise

money for a better object. By allowing Mr.
Sharpe to conduct this ¢ Liberty Fair’ on
Government property the Covernment are
only side-tracking the position. It is a dis-
grace for the Government and the Secretary
for Railways to allow Government preperty
to _be used for such a purpose. FEven if the
“ Liberty Fair was run on Government pro-
perty, it ought ic be under the control of
the (Greater Brisbane Council. The Mayor
of (reater Brisbane has alreadv announced
that he is going to put these * Fairs’’ down.
By allowing Mr. Sharpe or the men working
for him to have this “ Liberty Fair’ on
Government property, the Government are
attempting to circumvent the authority of the
mayor. If the ‘“ Liberty Fair” was held in
a public place. the mayor could take action.
It is cowardly for the Government to give
the permission ther did for the holding of
this ‘¢ Fair” after the mayor had made his
public statement.

Some time ago I brought under the notice
of the Attornev-General certain things that
were going on for political purposes_at such
“Fairs” at Petric Bight and in the Domain.

Mr. HARTLEY :

Mr. KELSO: It was some fime last year.
I have nothing to say against the hon. gentle-
man in the matter, because he received me
verv courteously.

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL:
did you see me?

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly well that I interviewed him in con-

How long ago was that?

For what purpose
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nection with ““ Liberty Fairs” that were being
carried on at Peirle Bight and in the
Domain. The * Fair” is still being held at
Petrie Bight.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
vear !

Mr. KELSO: It was, and the hon. gentle-
man knows that. He received me very
courteously, and said that he would get a
report from the inspector.

- Mr. W. Coorer: How do you know those
“ Fairs” were there?

Mr. KELSO: What tripe! Does the hon.
member shut his eyes when he goes down to
the Domain? It is time he woke up.

Mr. W. Cooprer: What were you doing
there if gambling was going on?

Mr. KELSO: The thing is sticking right
in flont, of vour nose, and you ca.nnot helw
sceing it if you walk past Petrie Bight.
The Attorney-General received a _report frone
an inspector. and when I again saw him
he told me the report stated that no gambling
was going on. I said the hon. gentleman
must have known gambling was going on,
but I was again referred to what was con-
tained in the report. The leader of the
Opposition told us the police over at Wool-
loongabba were actually asked to take action
but they did not sce anything! If the atten-
tion of the police was drawn to the matter
and thev tock no notice, it is a safe assump-
tion that thev must have had some instruc-
tions to that effect. I go so far as to say
thex had instructions and T ask the Attorney-
General to disprove my statement. In the
other case quoted bv Brother Moore, why
was the hon, gentleman so pertinacious about
the matter. saving this must be done, and
that must be done? Surely it is a fair
assumotion that the police recsived instruc-
tions in the matter. Why the discrimination?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There was no dis-
crimination.

Mr. KELSO: It is all very
hon. gentleman to sav that.

The ArTorwey-Generan: I will prove it

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman may not
be to hizame personallv. but at the same time
this is a vote of censurc on the Government.
Tt is the duty of the Minister in charge of
the departinent to find out these things, It
is a matter of great public moment. Great
diserimination has been used, and the leader
of the Opposition is perfectly entitled to bri ing
the matter up and to claim the support of
hon. members om)osite who do not approve
of this sort of thing. If we are to allow
the prineiple of diserimination in matters of
Justice to pormeate through the Commumty
we shall set up a very bad precedent, which
will result in chaos to the community.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): T wish to sav a word or
rwo in reply to the very unfair criticism
hurled at the Government by the leader of
the Onposition, the hon. member for Windsor,
and the hon. member for Nundah. If ever
there was inconsistency, it was exhibited this
morning bv the leader of the Opposition in
firei condemming ““ Libertv Fairs’” and then
nrotesting because the Government did not
grant more of them. The hon. member would
not have objected if ‘‘ Liberty Fairs” were
aranted indiscriminately snd were ramnant
thronghout Queensland. That is all the hon.
member wants,

Mr. CorsEr: He does not want diserimina-

tion.
Hon. J. Mullan.]
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \o, he
wanted a maximum amount of abuse to be
indulged in, and then everything would be all
ri,t:ht.

Mr. Corser: All he wants is fairness.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There
never has been any unfairness. If we had

eranted an unlimited number of ¢ Liberty
Fairs” there would not have been any com-
ment or criticism from the leader of the
*Opposition.  After 1 have given the facts I
will leave it to fair-minded members of the
Oppovition to say whether there was any
upfaunosa or discrimination. In the early
part of this year the Government received
comnplaints that the permits which were being

issued by my department for art unjons and
guessing competitions were being abused, and

on mqulm we found there was some founda-
tion for the allegations. The Cabinet, there-
fore, considered the question and came to the
decision that in future the police should insist
on the partics running such shows keeping
strietly within the permit granted by the
Attorney-General.

Mr. WEIR : Are they doing that?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That de-
cision was arrived at on 7th July, 1925.

Immediately that determination was arrived
at an instruction was issued by the Home
Secretary to the Commissioner of Polica to
see that it was carried out. \elthel before nor
after that decision was arrived at has my
department ever granted any other than a
permit to run raffles, art unions, and gucssing
competitions; and Rrother Moore, to whom
the lcader of the O‘pnoal‘mon refers to-dav.
received a permit from me in precisely the
same terms as evervbody else.

Mr. Moore: I admitted that.
The ATTORNEV-GENERAL: Brother

Mocore, subsequent to receiving his permit,
was subjected to no different treatment than
that meted out to everybody else,

Mr. Moore: He was.
The ATTORNEY.GENERAL: I abso-

lutelr deny that statermnent. From the date
of that determination similar freatment has
been meted out to evervone. It is absurd
for the leader of the Opposition to say
that kas not been so, and 1 am sure
Brother Moore would not be unfair enough
to suggest that we have treated him differ-
ently to anybody else.

Mr. Moore: He
statement.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The pe:-
mits are to conduct raffles, art unions, and
guessing competitions, and the pnlice have

had definite instructions from

{12 noon] the Home Secretary to see that

the terms of the permit
are adhered to. I hope they are adhered
to. I should be very sorry to think that the
police have departed from the instruclions
received. T have no love for ¢ Liberty
Fairs”” or that sort of thing, but there
should be no objection to these things if
thex are run within reason.

definitely makes the

My. Boore: Neither there is; but, when
vou compel one man——

The CHATRMAN : Order!

The ATTORNEY-GENERATL: The hon.

gentleman opened his remarks b~ condemn-
ing the thing altogether.

Mr. Moore: I do condemn gambling.

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What s
gambling? Is not an art union a gamble?
Is not a raffle a gamble? Is not a guessing
competition a gamble?

Mr. PETERSON: So is an election.
ter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If these be
gambles, I ask the Opposition why they come
to me constantly and make application for
these permits.

Mr. Kriso: Is
gambling ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have in
my possession a list of the names of members
of the Opposition, occupying a couple of pages
of foolscap, who have come to me on scores
of cccasions and made applications for the
very same permits that I have granted to
those people of whom they are now com-
plaining.

Mr., PETERSON:
our constituents.

The ATTORNEY-GENIERAL: Of course,
they have to do it. and I am not blaming
hon. gentlemen for doing it. When they come
along and keep within the law ther will get
permits, but what T do object to is the leader
of the Oppositi on gelting up this morning
with his tongue in s chock and eondemning
the Government for granting permits when
he hm]self has come along and gct a permit.

. MooRrE: I have not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have got
the hon. gentleman down for one at the
Goombungee Public Hall. (Laughter.)

Mr. Moore: I never applied for a- permit.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is here

all right.

Mr. Moore: I got a permit for a
late walk ”” the other day.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : As a matter
of fact the hon. gentleman was in for one
the other day, but I am not rcferring to that.
Y\"here is the consistency of these hon. gentle-
men? The permits that they have recceived
from me are precisely the same permits as
were issued to those people at Petrie’s Bight,
Wonlloongabba, and elsewhere.

Mr. MoogE: I never denicd that.

(Laugh-

this a suppression of

We have to do that for

¢ choco-

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What is
vour complaint about?  What is your
trouble ?

Mr. Moogre: I was definite enough in my
charge.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You have

failed miserably to substantiate it.

The CHATRMAN: Order! T would ask
the hon. gentleman to address the Chair, and
I would ask the leader of the Opposition to
refrain from interjeeting.

The ATTORNEY-GENERATL: The leader
of the Opposition has failed mlseIably to
substantiate his charge of discrimination.
Brother Moore received pricisely the same
fair treatment in the matter of permits for
raffes, art unions, and guessing competitions
that we have extended to everybody else. I
should be very sorry to think that cither
mwu‘ as Minister. or the Government, or
this ;)a1ts would discriminate between the
treatment meted out to Brother Moore and
that meted out to anyone clse. We have no
intention of doing anvthing of the kind, and
I think the leader of the Oppo%l‘mon should be
fair enough to admit it. The hon. member
for Windsor said we were adopting means of
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raising funds that were not clean. I hope
that members of the Opposition will follow
the excellent advice which they have given
this morning, and that they will not go to
the National Union and other bodies to
sccure funds for defeating the Labour parvty.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. Keeso: The National Union does not

exist.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I shall
probably have somecthing further to say on
this matter later, if there is anything to
reply to, but I think I have said enough at
this stage in reply to the leader of the
Cpposition.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 have
listened with the greatest interest to the
charges made by the leader of the Opposition
and the refutation of those charges by the
Attorney-General.

Mr. Moore: Refutation?

Mr. ¥. A, COOPLER: Yes, I consider that
the Attorney-Gencral has completely refuted
the charge, and now the onus rests upon
the leader of the Opposition. The hon. mem-
ber for Nundah, having an idea that some-
thing was amiss, went to the Attorney-
General and inquiries werc made. The
leader of the Opposition, on the other hand,
zent a couple of private detectives—

Mr. DMoore: Not private detectives—
ordinary individuals.
Mr. F. A. COOPER: They went to

Woolloongabba and made certain inguiries,
and came back to the leader of the Opposi-
tion with certain statements. Now it is up
to the leader of the Opposition to substan-
tiate those statements,

Mr. Moors: Certainly I will.

Mz, F. A. COOPER: If the leader of the
Opposition will do that, we may get a little
further in this matter, The charges made
by the leader of the Opposition arc outside
the ambit of the Attorney-General’s duties.
He issues the permit and gives instructions
to the police, and that is the end of it, and
anyone with half an eve can see that is
right. If the leader of the Opposition knew
his duty, he would have made this charge
definitely against the department. It is an
absolute charge against the conduct of the
police.  The duty of the leader of the
Opposition is to sheet that charge home to
the Police Department. If he does that this
party will stand solidly behind him in seeing
that the Police Force is cleaned up. The
Attorney-General and the Cabinet will stand
with him. We are just as keen as the leader
of the Opposition in seeing that this sort of
thing, if it is going on, is put down, and
we ask him now to come right out into the
open with his charges and bring forward his
witnessas. He can go to the “ Gabba ” and
commandcer the books of the organisation
which is running this thing and find out
where the money is going. We can sheet it
right home to the pecple who are evading
the law—if it is being evaded—and we ought
to do it. The charze of the leader of the
Opposition against the Attorney-General is
eone, and therc is nothing in it. The
Attorney-Geeneral has issued the permits
under the law, as he ought to do. I intend
to vote against the amendment of the leader
of the Opposition for that reason. I beseech

Lim. if he is in earnest in what he has said

[8 OcroBER.)

Supply. 1127

this morning, to pursue the thing to the bitter
end. 1 can assure him that the whole of
this party will stand with him in his exposure
of methods that are wrong and entirely

against the instructions of the Attorney-
General.
Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I am glad

to see that one hon. member on the Govern-
ment side has come to the conclusion that
the Goverament have done something wrong
—(Government laughter)—but I suppose he
will be quite satisfied if the Government do
not take any action in the matter. Appar-
ently he thinks that the leader of the Opposi-
tion ought to make all the charges and
that the Minister in charge of the department
ought to do nothing, That is the view the
hon. member takes, but it is not a right
view. It is not right for the Minister to
give a permit In one case and refuse it in
another caze. That is certainly not the duty
of the Minister. There are some games
which are perfectly respectable, and there
are other things that people should not be
allowed to do, and the Attorney-General
has 1o business to do things like that, The
same principle should be applied to every-
body.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: I have granted
as many permits to hon members on the
opposite side as to members on the Govern-
ment side,

Mr. DEACON: And why not? I have
no prejudice myself against these things, bus
I say that, if they arc going to be allowed
to one they should be allowed to all. If they
are going to be refused to any, they should
be refused to all. If the Government think
they are wrong, they should refuse them to
everybody; but the Attorney-General’s
Department is at fault in allowing them in
some cases and not allowing them in others.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true.

Mr. DEACON: Now we have a member
of the Government party saying that we
ought to go on with the charges. 1 say
that the Attorney-General should go on with
them., We should have had a denial of the
charges, but there has not been a word of
denial from the Attorney-General. It is
quite wrong that anybody should hold that
the Government should not take action, and
1 hope there will be a fair go all round.
If this method of raising money is not to be
used for one purpose, it should not be used
for political purposes; and there is no doubt
that money is being raised in this way for
political purposes. Witnesses have said so.
I do hope that a more szrious view will be
taken by the Government of their duty in
this respect.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): 1 do not intend
to beat about the bush on this matter. I
was very pleased last July when the Cabinet
decided that in future permits granted for
“ Liberty Fairs” the law should be strictly
adhered to—that no money or liquor prizes
should be given, and no games of chance
should be playved. I think the instructions
given by the Cabinet to the police have been
very definite, and 1 know that the instruc-
tions issued by the Commissioner of Police
have also been very definite, If those
irstructions have been evaded, it is the duty
of the Government to find out whether it is
so, and to take action. I make no secret of
my position in regard to the matter. I have
applied for permits, and whenever I have
obtained them it has been on condition that

Mr. Hartley.]
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the instructions were strictly adhered to, and
I have also taken action to see that they
were observed. On more than one occasion
1 have been criticised by members of unions
in my electorate for doing so. I say that
this phase of the business to which reference
has been made is bad for the community,
and worse for the younger members of the
community, and it should be stopped. I
hope the Minister will make such repre-
sentations to the Commissioner of Police
that he will investigate these charges and
determine whether the conditions of the
permit have been evaded, and, if so, that
action will be taken to prosecute those
abusing the terms of the permit. For
my part, if we are going to be continu-
ally worried and bothered by the evasion
of the conditions attached to these per-
mits I hope that the provision in the
gambling law giving authority to the
Attorney-General to issue these permits, will
be cut out. (Hear, hear!) That is the
simplest way of getting over this business.
If we are going to have men like Hugh
Black and others running professional
gambling concerns under the guise of help-
ing charitable institutions or anyone else,
the sooner we make it impossible for them
10 obtain any sort of permit under which
they can shelter, or by which they can evade
the police, the better. I do not intend to
vote for the amendment because ‘it would
mean a vote of no confidence in the Go-
vernment, and as the Attorney-General has
amply demonstrated that there has been
no discrimination shown by his department
in the matter, I would not be justified in
supporting the amendment.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I did not say that
the Attorney-General had done anything
wrong on his part, I did not say that he
had given permission to certain persons and
not to others, or that he had given different
permits to different people. I say that the
permits have all been the same. I read the
article from the °‘ Catholic Advocate ” show-
ing that after a certain decision dizcrimina-
tion had been shown, and I definitely and
cmphatically stated that at the Christian
Brothers’ Jubilee Appeal ““ Liberty Wair’’ on
overy occasion the police prevented those in
charge from obtaining money by ° get-rich-
quick V or similar devices.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They have stopped
other pcople, too.

Mr. MOORE : I am not talking about that.
I am stating definitely that on every occasion
they endeavoured to make use of the © Under
and Over Seven’ or any * get-rich-quick
device they were stopped.

Mr. Hartrey: Why did you not call the
uttention of the Commissioner of Police to it?

Mr. MOORE: It is not my place to call
the attention of the Commissioner of Police
to it. My place is here, where I am making
« definite statement. The hon. member for
Bremer says it is my job to bring forward
iny witnesses. If necessary, I will bring
forward the witnesses. I am prepared to
siand up to what I have to say in this Cham-
ber. I am toldl to bring them forward
vublicly.  Am I not acting publiely now?
I state publicly and definitely in this Cham-
ber that discrimination has been shown. I
do not say that the Attorney-General has
made any discrimination in issuing permits,
but I do say that the Cabinet has shown
discrimination. It is the Government’s job

[Mr. Hartley.
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to administer the law after the Cabinet have
arrived at a decision. It is the Govern-
raent’s job to see that the decision is carried
out, and not allow it to be carried out in
one instance and not in another. We know
that the Trades Hall to-day is conducting
a *‘ Liberty Fair” for the purpose of

obtaining campaign funds te defray the
election expenses of Mr. Sharpe. Whilst
the Christian Brothers’ ‘ Liberty Fair”’

was not allowed to carry on in a
certain way, this particular * Liberty Fair 7
that I refer to is carrying on gambling
openly, and doing the very thing that the
Christian Brothers’ * Liberty Fair ’ was pre-
vented from doing. The same gambling
games are bheing conducted. When the
Cabinet arrive at a decision, the Government
should carry out that decision, and that is
not being done. That is my definite charge.
I am not sheltering behind the police. I dc
not want the Government to shelter behind
the police. I do not want them to sacrifice
one policeman to absolve themselves. I
want them to see that the instructions
given to the police are carried out
It is the Government’s duty to see that
the law is administered efficiently and
properly, and not administered in one case
and not in another. Y say there has been
definite partiality shown. T say definitely
that there has been discrimination shown,
and that word has been passed to the

police to shut their eyes. I say that
every member in this Chamber who
believes in the Government carrying

out the law impartially should vote against
the Government. whether it means a vote
of no confidence or mnot. It is all very
well for hon. members to get up and make
excuses and raise side issues.

Mr. HaRTLEY : T am not making any excuse,

Mr. MOORE: It is all very well for hon.
members to make excuses for the way they
are going to vote. I did not imagine for
an instant that hoen, members opposite would
have the courage to vote against the Govern-
ment even if “hey knew that the Government
were in the wrong; but I am giving them an
oppotrtunity to do so.

Mr. WEIR: You have not produced any
evidence yet. We have only your statement.

My. MOORE: the hon.
oxpect me to witnesses
Chamber ?

Mr. WeiR: You do
swallow your statement.

Mr. MOORE: I do not expect the hon.
member to swallow it when it does not suit
him. He does not want to accept my state-
ment. I am making a definite statement, and
I am quite prepared to bring witnesses tc
prove my assertions.

Mr. Weir: I do not believe you.

Mr. MOORE: It is immaterial to me
schether the hon. member believes me or not.
If he likes to soothe his conscience in regard
to the vote he will give by saying that he
does not believe me, he can do so. I have
moved a reduction in the vote because I
believe it is essential that, when the Cabinet
come to a definite decision, they should
stand up to their decision and see that the
law iz administered impartially. = The
Attorney-Geeneral said that his intentions
were good. Possibly they were, but the road
to hell is paved with good intenticns.
(Laughter.) The Attorney-General requires

member
into this

Does
bring

not expect me o
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to see that the law is administered imparti-
ally. I make the definite statement that he
is not doing so. Any hon. member of this
Committee can secure the same evidence as I
have received. It is no use hon. members
saying that I should have gone to the police
and given them information. I make this
further definite statement, that one of the
men who went to this “leerty Fair’”’ to
see whether the games which had been pro-
hibited were being carried on or not saw
these games being played and spoke to a
policeman who was there. He asked him if
the playing of those games was not against
the law, but no action was taken. That is a
pretiy definite statement to make, and I am
prepared to stand up to it. The whole posi-
tion is wrong. If permits are given, let every
person be treated alike. I never suggested
that the Attorney-General has shown any
favouritism in the issuing of these permits.
The PrEMIER: Whom do you accuse?

Mr. MOORE: I say that the Government
should see that every person is treated alike.

The Premier: Who do you say is
responsible ?

Mr. MOORE: I say that the Government
have not administered the law impartially.

The PrEMIER: There must be some particu-
lar individual responsible.

Mr. MOORE: The Premier is the head of
the Government, but T do not know whether
the hon. gentleman is going to take upon his
shoulders the administration of all the
departments. Boiled down, I suppose it is
the Home Department which is responsible.

The Premier: You are making these
charges, but you are not certain who is
responsible.

Mr. MOORE: I do not accuse any par-
ticular individual. I take up this stand:
The Government have come to a Cabinet
decision as_to what games are to be played
at these ‘ Liberty Fairs,” and, after coming
to that decision, it is their responsxblllfv to
see that every person is treated alike. T
make the definite statement that every person
has not been treated alike.

The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL: They have.

Mr. MOORE: I make the definite state-
ment that Brother Moore was prohibited
from using certain games of chance. Brother
Moore went over to Woolloongabba to see
whether these other people were being
allowed to conduct the games that he was
prohibited from playing, and he definitely
and unequivocally informs me that the games
of chance which he was prohibited from con-
ducting are being carried on over there.

Mr. Kensp: And the police are winking at
them,

Mr. MOORE: I have also other evidence
to say the same thing.

Mr. WeirR: Why don’t you bring it?

Mr. MOORE: 1 cannot bring witnesses
inte this Chamber, but I make the definite
statement, and, if the hon. member for Mary-
borcugh does not believe me, he can go and
see for himself. I have moved a reduction
in this vote because I consider it a scandal
and a gross injustice that this state of affairs
sheould be allowed to continue.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): T have
listened with some attention to the debate on
this question sinee its introduction by the
leader of the Opposition. I listened very
attentively to the reply of the Atftorney-
General. 1 have also heard the statements
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of two hon. members on the Government
benches, and, summed up, what are they v
The hon. member for Bremer said that he is
quite satisfied that the Attorney-General has
substantiated his case. What is that? That
permits are issued equally to all. That is
not the charge made by the leader of the
Oppesition in moving a reduction of the vote.
The charge is that the conditions attached to
the permit issued are not being observed.
Then the hon. member for Fitzroy satisfied
his conscience by saying that, if he voted
against the Government, he would be voting
in support of a motion of want of confidence.

At 12.25 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Coorer (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. ROBERTS: There is no need for a
member of Parliament to get up in this
Chamber and say that he will not vote
'tgamst the Government because it would
then be a vote of want of confidence, What
is the amendment moved for?

Mpr. HarTiEY: For political purposes.

Mr. ROBERTS: Whatever is said does
not alter the charge in any way.

Mr. DasH: Are you one of the persons who
went over to Woolloongabba ?

Mr. ROBERTS: No, but I know a little
about this matter.

Mr. W. CoopEr: Do you know anything
about gambling?
Mr. ROBERTS: I do. There is no man

in this Chamber who can teach me anything
in the matter of gambling, outside paying
up the losses. I have made it my business
to watch gambling games to acquire that
l;nowledge. 1 learnt this morning that
“ Under and over seven > and games such as
that are contrary to the permit. That is a
revelation to me, because, having seen them
played in this very city, I assumed they
were covered by the permat.

Mr. Harriey: You knew very well they
were not covered by the permit.

Mr. ROBERTS: I know there are such
things as not taking action. I have not been
in polities since 1907 without knowing that
certain men are not taking action and why
they are not taking action. I know that
instructions are issued, but I could not prove
that. 1 have a brain power which I can
exercise, and I recognise that the police are
not fools. They are not blind. If these
things are going on and the police have nog
taken any action. I know that the word
has besn passed on to them. I say thar
definitelv, and I am not afraid to say it. I
do not want any person from outside brought
into this Chamber to satisfy the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough before he will vote
against the ‘Government. 1 am in this
Chamber, and I say I have scen the game
of “TUnder and over seven’ carried on
in this city, and I am astonished to know
it is not covered by the permit. If I drop
across it again, I shall certainly look into
the matter.

Mr. HamrLey: What a big innocent you

are to say you did not know that Under
and over seven ’ was a contravention of the
Gambling Act.

Mr. ROBERTS: I have not seen the per-
mit.

Mr. Bruce: You have not used the brain
power vou were speaking about.

Mr. Roberts.]
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Mr. ROBERTS: There is sufficient justi-
ficatton for the leader of the Opposition to
raise his protest and ask why discrimination
has been exercised. He is quite justified in
asking for a permit in certain directions,
and the Government have the right to say,
“VYes™ or “No” to that request. I rose
chiefly to say that the game of * Under and
over seven’ has been played in this city
in connection with gambling fairs consider-
ably later than July last.

Mr. W. COOPER (Roszwood): I have
listened to the complaints of hon. members
opposite in regard to the Attorney-General
issuing permits and discriminating between
one zlass and another. I can honestly say
that I have had requests from various public
bodies in my electorate to ask the Attorney-

General to grant permits for

{12.30 p.m.] holding  guessing competitions
) and raflles; but, seeing that Rose-

wood is a very well conducted electorate,
T bave not had any requests to secure per-
mits to run the game of “ Under and over
seven,” whatever sort of gambling that is.

OrpposiiroNn  MEMBERS :  Don’t
what it is?

Mr. W. COOPER: I understand that
* Under and over” has been played ever
since_the world began, and it is a question
whether it is gambling or not. Hon. mem-
bers on the ofher side, judging by their
remarks, appear {o me to be more conver-
sant with the methods of gambling than hon.
members on this side. I would like to ask
the leader of the Opposition whether the
Brother Mocre he referred to so often this
morning is any relation of Brother Moore,
the leader of the Opposition. It scems to be
a family affair, and that the hon. gentleman
i« taking up the family cudgels when he is
condemning the Attorney-General for dis-
crimination which he said has been meted
out to certain people. I do not know
whether that is a fact or not, but I do know
that, if I was aware that a game that was
against the law of the State was being
played, particularly if T happened to be
the leader of the Opposition and did not
want to get some kudos out of it, T would
draw the attention of soms policeman to
the breach of the law.

 Mr. Moore: I drew the Premier’s atten-
tion to 1t.

Mr. W. COOPER: It is the business of
every hon. member to see that the law is
carried out. From the statements that have
been made to-day, it appears that the hon.
gentleman endeavoured to get somebody to
draw somebody else’s attention to what was
going on, and then, in order to get a little
bit of kudos for his own party, he brings
it up on this vote to-day and charges the
Attorney-General with diserimination in
regard to the permits issued to public bodies.

Mr. MOORE: I rise to a point of order.
1 did not say that the Attorney-General had
shown discrimination in the permits at all.
I quite admit they are all the same,

Mr. W. COOPER: I must accept the hon.
gentleman’s statement ; but, if that is so,
1 see no reason for this debate. If thero has
been no discrimination in regard to the
issuing of permits, there is really nothing
to complain of. On the word of the Attorney-
General, the police have received definite
nstructions to prohibit any gambling of that
kind, and the Attorney-General cannot be
held responsible for the neglect of one or two

[Mr. Roberts.
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policemen who, being innocent like many hon.

members on this side, do not know gambling
when they see it. We know members of the
Government party never see things of that
kind while hon. members opposite seem to be
so conversant with gambling principles that
they can detect the minutest form of gambling.
We should exonerate the Attorncy-General of
any blame in this matter. The attitude he
has taken up has been absolutely fair, and
he has not discriminated as to the permits
granted to the different bodies. If there is
any fault, it really lies with hon. members

opposite. We all gamble. Standing as a
candidate at an clection is a gamble. Buy-
ing and selling produce is a gamble. Almost

everything is a gamble, but it appears to
me that hon. members opposite, from the
statements they have made, know more about
gambling than any member on this side of
the Chamber.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): According to the
interjection of the leader of the Opposition
when the hon. member for Rosewood was
addressing the Committee, the question of
discrimination has been done away with, I
am not very keen on these “ Liberty Fairs ”
and the things that go on in connection with
¢ Liberty Fairs,” but, if this amendment is
moved to bring about reform, it is a *“ dud,”
because there are much broader reforms and
very different action required if the Oppo-
sition are going to start a reform movement
in regard to gambling. The thing in itself
is of little or no importance. It appears
to me that in their haste the members of the
Opposition have used the first blunderbuss
that came to their hands. I do not feel
inclined to sacrifice a policeman on the altar
of party politics.

Mr. KeLso: Noj; even if he does wrong?

Mr. BRUCE : The thing is ridiculous. The
question of discrimination has now been done
away with.

Mr. Moore: It has not been done away
with.

Mr. BRUCE: The leader of the Opposi-
tion got up and said that he did not make
any charge as to the exercise of discrimina-
tion. The reduction of the vote was not
moved on the ground that the police had not
done their duty. The hon. member for Nun-
dah has a different view to the leader of the
Opposition who moved the amendment—evi-
dently hon. members of the Opposition do not
know what the position is and differ on the
matter.

Hon. J. G. AppEL:
public gambling?

Mr. BRUCE: You would have to give
me a definition as to what is public gambling.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: Let us have your views
on that.

Mr. BRUCE: When we have defined
public gambling, we shall be able to attack
the evil. Personally, I believe that gam-
bling of all kinds is detrimental to the com-
munity as a whole. 1 saw a statement in the
paper this morning that a man who bought
potatoes at £11 a ton the other day refused
to sell them, and that he held the potatoes
and ultimately sold them at £17 a ton. He
was gambling on a pretty sure thing. A
section of the Opposition are receiving sup-
port from ‘‘ sure thing ” gamblers—legalised
gamblers—who are putting money into the
National Union to be used for election pur-
poses.

Do you believe in
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Mr. CoSTELLO: Where do the breweries
'put their funds?

Mr. BRUCE: The breweries put their
funds into the pOCkets of their shareholders.
(Opposition laughter.}

Hon. J. G. AppEL: Are you a shareholder?

Mr. BRUCE: I am not. Hon. mem-
opposite know that it is a futile and
lish amendment. The specious arguments
~which they have put forward with a view
to inducing any hon. member on_this_side
to support will not have any weight. I am
satislied that the amendment will be treated
with the contempt w hich 1t deserves. It will
merely mean the ringing of the bells and the
crossing of the ficor 1o take part in the
division.

Hown. J. G. APPEL (dlbert): 1t seems to
me that there is a great amount of hypocrisy
exprossed in connection with gambling.
was taught when I was a youngster that,
if you won anything at gambling, you got
some’mmrr that you had not worked for, and
there is a considerable amount of truth in
that. Tne Government carry on the “ Golden
Casket 77 scheme to raise money, and, when
we go on a racecourse or play at cards for
moncy, gambling takes place. The question
which has become acute is this: Is it good
for the vouths of this State to be educated
as what we may term ¢ gamesters’’ or not?
That is the point. Personally I believe that
it is not good. I believe that the effect
upon our youth is not beneficial, either to
themselves or to the community or the State.
The question of discrimination has come up.
If we are to have permits given for gambling,
why should there be any discrimination?
That is what I want to know. If the Minister
is going to give permits for one class of
games, or for this varticular form of gam-
ing which is used for the purpose of obtain-
ing funds for election campaigns, why is
there amy discrimination? Why are they
not given where the object is for philan-
thropie, religious, educational, or other
purposes ?

A GoveErNMENT MemBER: What are other
purposes ?

How. J. G. APPEL: Those are the things
referred to by the leader of the Opposition
and which we see taking place. Why should
there be any dlscummatlon between them?
{ases from my own electorate have come
l: fore me where permits have been refused
for objects which were certainly worthy and
beneficial, T do not say that I approve of

gambling : but, afier all. we cannot have anx
mmt to- (h.v in which the gambling instinect
is not ntroduced.

Mr. Bruck: In your definition of gambiing
marbles could be included.

How. J. G. APPEL: Y suppose it could,
uwlthough in games when I was a schoolboy
a considerable amount of skill was required;
but we are not referring to those games.
That was a question of a prize for an exhibi-
tion of skill and the one with the most
skill obtained the prize; but I think that
the Minister will admit that a lot of gaming
is going on where there is no question of
skill but only of chance. I think ihe hon.
member wil admit that the gaming which
i+ going on does not make for the improve-
ment of the younger section of the com-
unity. How many race meetings have wo
in Brisbane every week? Do hon. members
for one moment assert that that racing which
attracts so many members of the community
—who are prepared to sacrifice even *the
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whole of their wages, and frequently do—is
for the benefit of the community and should
he encouraged by the State? But whatever
their answer, we are up against this other
fuct. The State—and yesterday ‘I spoke of
the State as being the mother of the people—
il:c State encourages this gambling by con-
ducting ‘‘ Golden Caskets,” which are essen-
dally one of the most insidious forms of
gambling that can exist. Was it not
deseribed by one gentleman whom I will
not npame as ‘‘the crooked art of black
hazardry” ? And so it is. We have to do one
thing or the other. Here we are, seventy-two
men elected by the seventy-two electerates of
the State, and we are encouraging gambling,
because by the body who administer the
affairs of the State it has been converted into

a State institution. Here we nave this
hypocrisy. Here we have established a most
itsidious form of gambling and we are

caviliing at little bits of pifiling concerns in
many instances conducted for the purpose of
some local beneficial purpose. Whether it is
good thing that gambling should . be

inaulfrcd in for the purpose “of Obtammg
funds for political purposes is a matier that
1 am not going to decbate to-day. Personally
I do not think thai any gambling is wise, still
I am more or less imbued with the spult
effecting all Australians. All sport demands
a cortain amount of risk, and if you back
your particular fancy you must be prepared
to lose something. At the same time I am
not going to stand here and he a hypocrite
and say I condemn the whole thing. I do
say that the State above all should set an
cxample, but it has established the most
uvqldwus form of ga,mbhng to-day, and 1is
acting in a hypocritical spirit, and discrimin-
ating with regard to certain apphca.bxons that
are made from time to time for the purpose
I have mentioned.

At 12.48 p.m.,

The CHATRMAN resumed the chair.

Question—That £21,669 only be granted

(Mr.. Moore’s amendment)—put; and the
Committee divided :—
AYES, 21.
Mr. Appel AMr. Waxwell
,» Barnes, G. P. ,, Moore
,, Barnes, W. H, ,» Nott
, Clayton ,, Peterson
., Corger .. Petrie
,» Costello ,» Roberts
,» Deacon ,» Sizer
,» Edwards , Swayne
. Kelso ,» Taylor
,» King ,, Warren
,» Logan
Peliers » Mr. Clm'ton and Mr. Kelso.
Nozs, 2
Mr, Bedford My Hartley
;s Bertram ,, Hyaes
,» Bruce b, Jurm
»» Bulcock ,. Kirwan
., Collins 5 Tasmd
,,» Conroy ,, Llewelvn
,, Cooper, F. A, ,» McLachlan
,, Cooper, W, ,, Mullan
., bash ,, Payne
,» Dunstan ,» Stopford
,» Ferricks ., Weir
,» Foley Wellington
. Gledson ,» Winstanley
,,» Hauron ,, Wright
Tellers : Mr, Hanson and Mr. Wright.
Parus,
AvYEs, Nowns.
Mr. :rand Ay Pense
.y Morgan Parrell
,»  Liphinstona .,  Risnrdan

Resolved in the negative.
Item (Chief Office) agreed to.
Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—
“ That £76,520 be granted for ‘ Courts

PRY]

c¢f Petty Sessions .

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I take this
oppertunity of bringing under the notice of
the Minister the large number of people
who have been deprived of the jurisdiction
of the District Court, and we might con-
sider the advisibility of re-establishing that
court. Its abolition has meant that litigants

" desirous of appealing from a decision given
in-a Magistrates Court have to appeal direct
to the Supreme Court. This adds very con-
siderably to the costs. The present system
enables barristers and solicitors to secure
high fees through the prolongation of cases
by the introduction on many occasions of
irrelevant evidence. I am aware that the
functions of the Magistrates Court are being
enlarged, and that some of the cases previ-
ously dealt with in the District Court are
now dealt with in that court. At the same
time the abolition of the District Court has
added very considerably to the expenses of
unfortunate people who have to resort to
law, and it is high time that District Courts
were vre-established to save litigants the
expense of going to the Supreme Court to
seek justice.

Mr. KELSO (NYundah): I would ask the
Attorney-General whether serious considera-
tion has been given to the suggestions which
have been made with regard to police magis-
trates from time to time. Their emoluments
should be more in accordance with the respon-
sibilities of the work they perform. We
have abolished the District Court, and these
gentlemen are now really occupying the
positions formerly occupied by District Court
judges, so far as responsibility is concerned.
It is not a fair thing to ask these officials
to arrive at decisions on matters similar to
those adjudged by Distriet Court judges
when the salaries are so disproportionate.
The Chief Police Magistrate receives £850—
an increase from £700—while there are four
other magistrates in the Brisbane area, three
receiving £790 and one £750. Surely, if
officials are to be paid according to the
responsibility of the position they occupy,
and if previously the salary of a District
Court judge was £1,000, it is only fair to
claim a like salary for our magistrates.

Mr. Coruixs: You are the best champion

for the man on top that we have in this
Chamber.

Mr. KELSQO: I am quite prepared to hear
such a statement from the hon. member. I
contend that responsible officers should be
adequately remunerated, and, while I am not
bringing other public servants into the dis-
cussion, I submit that the Government have
acted rightly in stipulating that officials
should be remuncrated according to the
responsibility of their office.

Mr. Corrins: T am not saying they receive
too much, but I do think we get too little.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member may be

covetous, but I am not covetous in that
direstion. The system applies to Parlia-
ment. The hon. member must realise that,

becauss Cabinet Ministers carry a greater
responsibility than private members, they
receive a greater remuneration. The hon.
member missed his opportunity one morning

[{Mr. Corser.
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at 4 o’clock, when he missed the opportunity
of becoming Premier.,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KELSO: I would like the Attorney-
General to inform the Committee whether
this matter has been given consideration,
because undoubtedly police magistrates are
under-paid for the work they do.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Fiinders): There must be some mis-
conception in the mind of the hon. member
for Burnett. He asks that the District Court
should be re-established in order to cheapen
litigation. As a matter of fact, we abolished
the District Court and established Magis-
trates Courts for just that purpose. The
Magistrates Courts have jurisdiction up to
£200, whereus previously a man had to go to
the Districs Court in such a case. He is now
relieved of that additional expense. I admit
that in the case of an appeal he must go
to the Supreme Court, but that was the
position previously. I claim we have
cheapened litigation by the cstablishment of
the Magistrates Court.

The hon. member for Nundah was
anxious to know whether, in view of the
increased responsibilities and the increased
jurisdiction of the police magistrates and

their courts, we are allowing them

[2 p.m.] additional emoluments. In reply

to that hon. member I am pleased
to state that we have fully recognised their
claims and have increased their payments in
proportion to their increased responsibilities.
They now have the jurisdiction of a District
Court judge, and, recognising that, we have
increased the maximum salary for a first-
class police magistrate from £800 to £1,000,
which was the remuneration of a District
Court judge. We have also increased the
classification of police magistrates in the
other grades as well in accordance with
their increased responsibilities. Therefore,
T claim that we have recognised the increased
importance of the work, and I hope we shall
be able to do even better for them in the
future as their responsibilities increase.

Mr. KING (Zogan): I am very pleased,
indeed, to hear the Attorner-General make
that statement in regard to the increased
emoluments to police magistrates. There is
no doubt that, since the enlargement of their
jurisdiction, they have had very much more
onerous and more responsible duties to per-
form, and I think it will be generally
admitted that they have fulfilled their duties
very well indeed. Therefore, I am very
pleased, indeed, that the police magistrates
are getting increased emoluments.

I do not know that I shall be in order in
referring to the vote that has just been agreed
to. I was out of the Chamber at the time,
but I should like to make some reference.to
the Crown Solicitor.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You can bring
that up on the resolutions at the report stage.

Mr. KING: Very well; I will bring it up
later.

Ttem (Courts of Petty Sessions) agreed te.

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—

“ That £33,440 be granted for ‘ Hlec-
toral Registration.””’
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Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): I wish
to bring under the notice of the officer in
charge of the electoral office a matter which
has come under my notice recently. In the
columns of the Press during the last few
years repeated statements have appeared
that the rolls were inflated, and that there
were fictitious names on the rolls, and it was
a common thing to refer to these alleged
fictitious names as ‘‘ ghosts.”” Repeatedly
leading articles have appeared in the Press
arging that the roll should be purified. I
am just a little afraid that the electoral
officer is becoming a little stampeded at
these requests in the public Press, to the
extent that I believe the cleansing process
has reached the stage of what is known as
*“ Bulcocking *” the rolls. The matter came
under my notice at the last municipal elec-
tion. I was in South Brisbane at the corner
of Melbourne and Stanley streets outside the
polling-booth there for a period of certainly
not exceeding two hours. Being in charge of
a roll and not a candidate, many of the
prospective voters came to me and asked for
their numbers, and a great many of them
were surprised to find that their names were
not on ihe roll, although they had been on
the 1923 roll and they had voted at the 1923
State elections. During the two hours I was
there I suppose at least eight cases were
brought under my notice where the father
or the son had had his name wiped off the
roll and the wife or mother had been left
on the roll, notwithstanding that there had
bheen no alteration in the place of residence
since the previous State election. I became
a bit impatient with some of them when it
was repeatedly ascertained during that period
of two hours that their names were not on
the roll. One old chap in particular came
to me, and said, 1 am not able to vote,”
and I asked him why? He said, “ My name
is not on the roll.” I said, “ Why is it not
on the roll? Tt is too late now to inquire
about that.” He assured me that his nameoc
had been on the roll at the State election in
1823. e informed me that he had voted
then, and had not left his place of residence.
The name of his wife was retained on the
roll. This cold gentleman rather impressed
me, with the result that I said T would go
over and see him in his home and make
inquiries about it. I did so, and he then
told me that he had voted in Kurilpa as an
absent voter at the State election for South
Brisbane in 1923. I am not contending that
he did, because there is no record of it.

Mr. RoBerrs: There must be a record if
he did vote.

Mr. FERRICKS: I assume that he did
not. I have the word of the officers in
another direction that he did not vote.

Mr. RosErTs : Then that is the end of it.

Mr. FERRICKS: I went to the Electoral
Department, and I saw a young man there
to whom I said. “ Can you tell me the reason
why ———— (I gave him the name) is not
on the roll?” He went away, and returned.
presumably after making inquiries, and said
that the information in the office was that
this man had written in reply to a letter
from the returning officer staiing that he did
not vote at the 1923 elestion because he was
no longer a resident of the State of Queens-
land. I knew that could not be correct, as T
had been over to see him, when he had told
me that he had not shifted from his place
of residence. 1 went to him to ascertain if
‘he had sent a letter to that effect to the
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Electoral Department, and he told me he had
not. I say that he did not send a letter.
This is where the discrepancy came
in: When I went back to the Elec-
toral Department again to convey the
information that this man had not sent
a letter, I was informed—I think the gentle-
man who attended to me must have been the
Deputy Electoral Registrar, but I do not
know him personally—that the reason why
this man’s name was not on the roll was
because the man had stated that he was
enrolled on the Kurilpa roll and that he
lived in South Brisbane. 1 said, “ Did you
look up the Kurilpa roll to see if his name
was on that roll?”’ The answer I received
wag, “No.” He was not on the Xurilpa
roll, but that was the statement made to me.
It seems very unsatisfactory and very indefi-
nite information to get from the Electoral
Office. The man could not have been absent
from the State because he had not left his
place of residence. Of course, it is possible
that another man of the same name might
conceivably be in the same electorate—
although there are not two similar names on
the South Brisbane electoral roll, but, assum-
ing that the statement had been made or a
letter to that effect had been sent, the office
should have waited two months before it
removed the man’s name from the voll
because his name was on another roll, especi-
ally when, if they had seen him in person,
they must have seen that he was not too
definite about the facts himself. I went into
the matter to get the strength of it, because
I have the belief that this is not peculiar to
South Brisbane, but has been carried on in
the whole of the metropolitan area. If that
be so, it behoves the organisations which
hold similar views to mine to look into the
matter. My impression is that rhe names of
men have been removed from the rolls and
the names of their wives have been left on.
Whether it is believed that the women folk
are more susceptible to dope at the hands of
the organisers at election time or not, it does
seem strange. That was a case where there
is a family of a man and his wife. It is the
only instance I looked into personally, but,
in the course of two hours that afternoon, T
came across about ten similar cases.

I came across another case—a case of a
lady this {ime. I went to the Electoral Office
again, and asked whether they could tell me
why Mrs. So-and-so had had her name
removed frem the roll, and the answer of
the same officer in the RKlectora! Office was,
¢ That lady was teco infirm to go to the poll.”
When 1 1inquired about the postal-voting
facilities for infirm and invalid people, the
answer I received was that the lady was
illiterate, almost blind, and not a fit subject
to be entrusted with the exercise of a postal
vote. I went out to have that statement
verified or contradicted. The information I
obtained was that the lady had been running
a little business, that she is anything bul
illiterate, anything but infirm, and that,
whilst she had not voted at the 1923 election.
at the 1920 election she had walked io and
exercised her vote in person at the Dutton
Park polling-booth. I suspect that what has
been going on in the office is thiz: In their
misdirected efforts to purify the rolls in the
way that has been urged by the Conservative
papers during the past three or four years---
they are not doing it now, presumably
because the rolls have been cleaned to their
satisfaction; and if South Brisbane is an
illustration it is operating against our side—

Mr. Ferricks.]
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the inquiries which are sent out after election
time asking defaulters why they did not
exercise their votes have very often not been
reated with the same seriousness with which
they were reccived after the first election
after the intrcduction of compulsory voting.

If a person can give a valid excuse, no
further action is token, but, if a person
canmot give a valid excuse or does not reply,
then ane out of a hundred is proceeded
sgainst and fined a nominal sum in the police
court. The custom of sending out these
letters of inquiry asking people why they
did not coxercise the franchise 1s not taken
so seriously as when the practice was first
introduced. Many people naturally say, *“ If
I happen to be the unlucky one out of a
hundred to be fined, I will put up with the
consequences.”  Others. perhaps, say fthat
they will answer the inquiry at a later date,
and others, perhaps, will say that they have
no cxcuse to offer. Various reasons are
given, but the replies are not sent in. That
is where the cleansing or the purifying of
the rolls has bzen going on, in my opinion.
The Iilectoral Office, not receiving a reply
from one of these defaulters, comes to the
conclusion that he is no longer resident
within the electorate, and exercises its power
—I am not going to call it a right—to
rernove the name from the roll. I have not
given the names of the two persons men-
tioned, but I am prepared to supply the
names to the Minister, and I ask him to
make inquiries into the matter, because it
i« a matter that should be made public. I
usked the officer in fthe Hlectoral Office,
“Tlo you recsive any intimation from any
person outside your office, other than the
police, that a person has left an electorate,”
and the reply 1 received was, ““ No.” Natur-
ally T am anxious to know who authorised
the Electoral Office or officer to remove from
the roll the lady whose name I have men-
tioned when she was neither infirm nor
iliterate, nor was her eyesight bad.

Mr. MclacrLaX : Does the Act not provide
that names cannot be removed from a roll

until it is on another roll?
Mr. FERRICKS: That is the provision

and was the practice until the sucessful howl
in the metropolitan anti-Labour papers was
such that it caused something in the nature
of a stampede. The fact ithat ihat number
of persons came to me within the space of
two hours at South Brisbane during the
municipal elections shows that there must
a something going on somewhere. Whether
it is due to the anti-Labour organisers or
not, the fact remains that the names are
being removed from the roll for no reason,
notwithstanding the fact that the persons
have not left their places of residence, and
that their names appeared on the 1923 roll
used in connection with the State elections.
1 ask the Minister to inquire further into
the matter, because I was unable to obtain
at the Klectoral Office such satisfaction as
to remove my fears or suspicions in this
regard.

_Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I have
listenened very carefully to the remarks of
the hon. member for South Brisbane, and
I can say that has not been my experience.
_am referring now to the rolls for the
electorate of Toowoomba and the electorate
of Rast Toowoomba, which I do my best to
watch very closely. My dificulty is in
having names removed. It is very easy to
inquire into the qualifications of voters, but

[Myr. Ferricks.
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1 find a great deal of difficulty in having
pames removed from the roll when they
should be removed. I simply await the
reply of the Minister to the statements
wade by the hon. member for South Bris-
bane. There are all sorts of possibilities
in this regard, particularly where there are
two people of the same name—a father and
son, or a mother and daughter. It may
happen that the daughter gets married and
leaves the electorate. She may intimate,
when filling in her card in her new elec
torate, that her name is on, say, the South
Brishane roll, when it probably was not on
the roll at all. I have found that all these
things have arisen in practice, though I
admit they are very few in number. I con-
tend that even as late as the day when the
hon. member for South Brisbane received
the complaints, if he had been as energetic
as myself he would have seen that the
people, if they possessed the necessary quali-
fications, got a vote,

Mr. Frerioxs: The presiding officers at
the municipal elections would not allow that
privilege.,

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to deal with
another phase of this question. Since we
discussed this vote last year we have had a
by-election at Toowoomba, and. certainly
there has been no stampede there so far
as taking the names off the roll is concerned.
That is very evident. On that occasion,
according to a question I asked the
Attorney-General on 4th August last, 1,585
electors failed to vote, and that many ¢ show
cause ”’ letters were sent out by the return-
ing officer to the elcetors who failed to vote.
The returning officer received 494 replies to
his letters, and four electors were prose-
cuted, and it was the intention to prosecute
in a fifth case, so that we may assume that
the remaining 489 electors gave satisfactory
explanations. I wunderstand that no pro-
vision exists to cnable electors within the
State but absent from their electorate at a
by-clection to record their votes, though I
understand that an amendment to the Elec-
toral Act is to be made in that direction
this scssion. There were 573 “ show cause ”’
letters  returned to the returning officer
through the dead letter office. That is, 573
electors had left the district without leaving
their new address at the post office. Usnally
when persons leave a district they give some
direction: to the post office as to where
their mail matter is to be sent: but the
dead letter office did not have that informa-
tion in those 878 cases and returned the
letters to the returning officer. There is
something else in connection with the Too-
woomba by-election, and that is 528 electors
did not trouble to answer the communica-
tions of the returning officer. Where are
they ?

Mr. Fermricks: According to
ence in South Brisbane, they
the roll now.

My, ROBERTS : I have been watching the
Toowoomba roll, and they have not been
removed {rom it.

Mr. Ferricks: How do you know the
number of clectors who did not answer?

Mr. ROBERTS: T got certain answers
from the Attorney-General to the question
1 asked in this Chamber. I ascertained that
1,595 electors did not vote and were served
with ‘“ show cause ”” letters; that 494 replies
were received, and that 573 of the letters

our experi-

will be off
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were returned through the dead letter office.
It is quite a simple matter, then, to find
out how many failed to reply to the letters.
Hon, members cannot say that the Too-
woomba roll is a clean one. To me that
roll is a long way out of date. I would not
make that statement if I had not other
means of ascertaining that fact. I have
ouly to check my cwn roll—which is totally
out of date—with the Federal roli—which
is up to date—to ascertain that fact. When
checking the roll, as I have checked it, one
can find that a large number of people who
were threatened with prosccution took the
precaution of putting their names on the
Federal roll but they did not make arrange-
ments for enrolment elsewhere on the State
roll. If there is any sincerity in the position,
this matter should be cleared up once and
for all. Repeatedly when this vote has been
under discussion, I have said that, if I can
produce evidence that a man, through fear
of prosecution, has made application for
cnrolment on the Federal roll, I take that
as sufficient qualification for his being on the
State voll.

Mr. Wixstaxtey : It should not be.

Mr. ROBERTS: He cannot have two
qualifications. It is anticipated, although it
is not stated, that, when a man makes appli-
cation for enrolment on the Federal roll.
he states definitely that that is his qualifica-
tion.

Mr. Winstancey: Yes, after one month's
residence.

Mr. ROBERTS: He has made application
for enrolment.

r. WrssTanLey : Because he iz compelled
to.

Mr. ROBERTS: And it ix anticipated
that he will be on the State roll also.

Mr, DiseE: You do not know the Act.

Mr. ROBERTS: I know the Act well

enough. I repeat, there should be some
information from the Minister as regards
those 573 names. They should cither have
been removed from the roll or they should
have been prosecuted.

Mr. LLEWELYN : Why removed?

My, ROBERTS: We have a remarkable
roll when we have on it the names of 573
people who cannot be located at all, and
another 528 people who do not reply to
official inquiries. We can only assume one
of two things, and, if there is anything
in the nature of compulsion in the Act. it
should be the duty of the Attorney-General to
see_that those first inquiries arc followed up
and somebody should find out why those
528 people have not replied. What is the
good of administering an Act and calling
upon people to make a statement as to why
tbey. have not voted if further action is
not taken when 528 people simply laugh at
the letter they receive and put it into the
fire? Tt is simply a farce. What is the use
of asking an officer to send out 1,595 notices
if no further action is to be taken swhen
those notices are disregarded? I am assum-
ing no action was taken, and I am speaking
with reasonable assumption when I say that
the only action taken was the first notifi-
cation, that 528 people took no motice of
that notification, and vet there were only
four prosecutions.
hl\/{r. LreweLyx: You are only assuming
that.
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Mr. ROBERTS: I am justified in assum-
ing it until the Attorney-General assures me
to the contrary. Why I am anxious to see
this matter cleared up is because I am not
satisfied with the last Toowoomba election.
I do not mean specifically as to the vesult.
hut with the people who voted.. I am satis-
fied that certain people who voted at that
election were not 1n the slectorate.

Mr. CorniNs: Prove your case.

Mr. Dasu: How de you know they voted
Labour?

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not. We know
that poiling booths are erected for the con-
venience of the people in a neighbourhod,
and there msuzr be 300 people usually associ-
ated with_that neighbourhood. If 600 people
vote at that booth and there are no addi-
tional works in the neighbourhood to cause
the additional influx, surely there is justifi-
eation for a query in regard to the matter.
If you see motor-cars taking seven or eight
people there whom you do not know—_and you
have a knowledge of the people—quite apart

from any other evidence, vou

[2.30 p.m.] can reasonably assume ihat

something is wrong; and, when
vou find the number of people voting is
considerably in excess of the number that
wag anticipated both by the people who
were running the election and by the people
who were working in the interests of the
candidates, you can reasonably assume that
there is a possibility that some people voted
who were not entitled to vote.

The ATrorNEY-GENERAL: That is
o the people of Toowoomba.

Mr. ROBERTS: They were not people
of Toowoomba. I would have known them
if they were people of Toowcomba.

Mr, McLacHLAN : You do not know everr-
body.

Mr. ROBERTS: Of course I do not know
everybody, but I know a considerable number
of the people of Toowoomba, and the people
who run the eclections know several more
people of Toowoomba, and we know enough
people to know whether they were strangers
or not. You can judge your pcople.

Mr. LrewrLyx: It is optional on the
voter as to which booth he votes at.

Mr. ROBERTS: Of course it is optional.
I am not finding fault with that: but, if a
man lives at the waterworks in Toowoomba,
he is not going to vote at the other end of
the town,

Mr. LLEWELYN : He might.

3r. ROBERTS: He might, but you are
not going to got 400 or 500 of these pcople
to do the same thing. There is every justi-
fication for a cleansinz of that roll,” and
there is no cvidence that the roll is being
cleansed.

a libel

Mr. Wixstanrey: It is  automatically
cleansed.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is not automatically
cleansed. If the electors go to the trouble

of reporting to the Electoral Office that
they have changed their address and the
correction is not made in the printing office,
you cannot get a correct roll. When the
people go to the trouble of intimating to the
Electoral Office that their address has been
changed, then their address should be
changed on the cards in the Electoral Office,
and that is not done. I can instance three
claims that were put in—one a member of
my own family—that were not corrected,

Mr. Roberts.]
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and they had considerable difficulty in get-
ting the correction made. Under these cir-
cumstances we are justified in saying that
there is something that is not right in this
connection. :

Mr. Carrer: They may have posted the
notices to the wrong place.

Mr. ROBERTS: They were delivered by
myself, and I am not likely to deliver them
to the wrong place.

Mr. Carter: You may have forgotten them
and kept them in your pocket.

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not forget like
the hon. member does. I could remind the
hon. member of something he promised the
electors of Port Curtis that he has forgotten.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley): If
I understand the hon. member for Rast
Toowoomba rightly he has the idea that, if
an elector applies for enrolment on the
Federal roll for an address other than that
which appears on the State roll, he should
be immediately enrolled on the State roll
for the new address and be taken off the
roll for the previous address. If that is
the idea the hon. member has in regard to
enrolment, it is an erroneous one. Under
the Federal Elections Act a person who is
resident one month in a district is compelled
to become enrolled for that address. It is
happening every day that people have to
leave the place which is their domicile or
residence to go and seek work of a tem-
porary nature somewhere else, and, if they
are one month at the new address, under
the Federal law they have to enrol for the
new address.

. Mr. Roserts: That is not correct. That
is not nocessary if they make an explanation.

Mr. McLACHLAN: They have to make
application one month after the change of
address, but there is no need under the State
law to take such action. Under the State
law a person has a right to remain on the
electoral roll until he applies for onrolment
somewhere else. To say that simply because
a person changes his address and 1s employed
in some other town for a short period he
should be removed from the State roll because
he is compelled to get his name put on a
fresh Federal roll is saying something which
would not be fair to the electors at all. That
is only what we can infer from the remarks
of the hon. member. I want to remove the
imnpression, which some people may labour
under when they read the hon. member’s
statement that they are compelled immedi-
ately to apply for enrolment on ancther State
roll in the same way as they are compelled
to enrol on another Federal roll.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I will inquire into the
raatter raised by the hon. member for South
Brisbane. If I had known of it before I
svould have been pleased to give the infor-
raation required, 1 certainly will not tolerate
any attempt on the part of any official wil-
fully to disfranchise any citizen. So far as
I know, the officials of the department have
been most efficient and attentive in the carry-
ing ou’ of their duties, and I should be very
much surprised if there is anything in the
statement made by the hon. member for
South Brisbane that some members of the
staff have been stampeded in this matter.
Some of the striking off took place at %he
instigation of the Government, and we take
full responsibility for that. A good many

[Mr. Roberts.
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people were leaving Queensland for the
other States and giving no notification of the
fact. Under the law they are supposed to
be kept on one electoral roll until they either
leave the State or go to another electorate,
and we found some difficulty in the matter.
What we did in 1923 was this: When persons
who had a vote did not vote at ihe liquor
poll, and also failed to vote ai the general
election and neglected to reply to a letter
asking why they did not vote, we thought
we were taking a pretty safe course in taking
them off in order to cleanse the rolls. We
realised that there might be a case or two
where there was a danger of a persorn being
removed wrongly, but it was necessary to
take some action to prevent the rolls becom-
ing unduly inflated. There were 39.000 names
taken off at that time, and very few, if any,
people suffered any injustice.

The hon. member for REast Toowoomba
scems to be very much concerned about the
Toowoomba election. I can understand
members of the Opposition feeling a little
irritated over that election.

OprprosiTioN MEMBERS: Oh no!
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In spite of

wha? they say, I have no hesitation in stating
that the Toowocmba roll was a clean voll
and quite satisfactory. The hon. member for
Hast Toowoomba could explain it, too, if he
was falr cnough to be prepared to make
reasonable concessions. He kpnows as well
as I do that, if there were 1,595 absent from
the poll, 1t is reasonable to suppose that
some of “hem were out of Toowoomba, and
since it was a by-election those persons could
not vote. Naturally we called upon them
to show cause whr they did not vote, but
men who are in search of work—as some of
them no doubt would be—would never get
those letters. Does the hon. member say
that, because they did not get our letters or
¢id not reply to our letters, we should take
them off the roll?

My, RoBErTS : No.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The only
reason for which they can be taken off the
roll is that their names are on the roll in
another clectorate, unless, of course, an elec-
tor has died or left the State. That fully
explains why there were 528 people who did
not reply to the summons.

Mr. RoBrrrs: What about the 573 you
could not find?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There may
be good reasons.

Mr, Roprrts: No. They could not be
found.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is
the number the hon. member is talking
about.

Mr, Roserrs: No. That is another

number.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I think the
hon. member is mixed up. I bave given a
satisfactory explanation to show that the
large number of voters who failed to vote
was mainly caused by the fact that it was
a by-election, and there were no f{facilities
for absent voting.

Mr. RoBERTS : You are quite wrong.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: For the

same reason there was no opportunity to
reply to our letters. I was rather surprised
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to hear the hon. member state inferentially
that the Federal roll is better than ours.

Mr. ROBERTS: I say it definitely.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give

the hon. member something in refutation of
that statement. I have received a report
officially from our Electoral Office that on
the 30th June last there were 425,000 names
on the Federal roll. On the basis of a calcu-
lation that the population of Queensland is
855,214, and that 52 per cent. should be
on the Federal roll, there should be 444,711
names on the Federal roll instead of 425,000,
showing that on 30th June, 1925, there was
a deficiency of 19,711.

Mr. RoBerts: That is all guess work.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not.
So convinced was I that the Federal roll
was totally inadequate that I had to take
steps during the last couple of months to
get the State office to co-operate with the
Federal Electoral Department here in get-
ting names on the roll, and during the last
week I have been instrumental in getting the
whole of the police force placed at the
disposal of the Federal Department to
conduct a canvas just as for a State election.
I do not wish to reflect on the Federal
officers in Queensland; they are an efficient
body of men, but they "have out-of-date
machinery. Yet the hon. member would
compare our roll with the Federal roll!
The Federal roll is not brought up to date
from one end of the year to another unless
there happens to be an election pending.
It should be done every quarter, so that 1t
would be right up to date, and it could be
checked. Let the hon. member go to the
Post Office, or any other place where the
Federal electoral roll may be examined.
What will he find? An out-of-date three-
vear-old roll. I regard it as a disgrace to
the Federal Government: yet the hon. mem-
ber is ungenerous enough and unfair enough
to Queensland and Queensland officers to
compare that out-of-date voll with the
Queensland roll! If we had agreed to the
amalgamation of the State and Federal rolls,
we would have had the Federal Governinent
wroviding a totally inadequate electoral
machinery. Of course, the Federal authori-
ties made a bit of an effort up to last Satur-
day to get names on the roll to bring their
roll up to date after three years deiay.
And even that roll could not he compiled
without the co-operation by the State in
placing the police force at their disposal.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Attorney-
General referred to what he called the out-of-
date method in operation for the compilation
of the Federal rolls. This is the position
a0 far as the State rolls are concerned:
may be on the electoral roll for Windsor,
but I can remove to Townsville, Rockhamp-
ton, or Toowoomba and live there for eight
vears, ten years, or twenty vears, and still
e on the roll for Windsor. TIs that a correct
method to adopt in connection with our rolls?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You cannot legally
do that.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know anything
about not legally doing it, but I do know
that when the names of persons who have
Heen residing outside the electorate for years
niave been sent to the Electoral Office, that
office will not place those names on the
proper roll and remove them from the old
roll. That is our complaint about the State
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Electoral Office. Surely hon. members will
not say that that is a fair method of compiling
our rolls at the present time. There are
hundreds of names—probably thousands for
all I know—on the rolls to-day where persons
have been living for three years, four years,
five years, and even ten years outside the
electorate for which they are enrolled. We
should have some method of correcting that.
When an individual takes up his permanent
abode in some other electorate than the one
for which he is enrolled, it should be manda-
tory on him to communicate his change of
address to the electoral authorities.

Mr. Moore: He is supposed to do that.

Mr. Carter: That applies to the Federal
roll. too.

Mr. TAYLOR: A number of cases have
been pointed out where people have removed
from certain eclectorates, but their names
still remain on those rolls. There is no such
difficulty in connection with the Federal rolls.
There you have only to inform the Federal
electoral authorities that a person has
removed to some other electorate and his
name is at once placed on the roll for the
clectorate in which he resides.

Mr. Hartoey: Have the Federal electoral
authorities secret informers?

Mr. TAYLOR : We can afford to treat an
interjection like that with the contempt it
deserves. We do not want any roll-stuffing.
We do not ask that any person who is ]egal%y
cntitled to vote shall be deprived of that
right. There is no need for anything of the
kkind. But we do want our rolls to be up-to-
date, fair rolls, so that electors will be on
the roll for the area in which they reside,
and will not be allowed to go to remote
parts of the State and live there for many
vears and have their names retained on thoe
rolls of the electorates from which they have
departed I could give instances—not at the
present time as I have not the particulars
with me—where we have pointed out that
these individuals are not in the electorate for
which thev are enrolled, but ro attempt is
made to bring the rolls up to date. During
the recent elections we had returned to us
hundreds of letters addressed to individuals
in the electorates, and marked * Left.”
Although the letters were addressed accord-
ing to the addresses on the electoral rolls we
were not able to locate the individuals. All
we ask is that the rolls shall be a clean and
absolutelr true record .of persons in the
electorate who are entitled to vote.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 1 am
sure the Minister recognises that there is no
heat in this debate so far as the Toowoomba
by-election is concerned. That is past. I
want to arrive at the true position, but the
Minister has certainly side-stepped it. The
hon. gentleman stated that 494 had replied
to the ‘‘ show cause ”’ letters, giving what was
considered as a reasonable answer, and it
can be reasonably assumed that 528 were
away on that day following their occupa-
tions outside the electorate of Toowoomba.
I would not dispute that, as it is quite a
reasonable assumption, but under the condi-
tions the number is far too great. It has
to be recognised that the Govermment gave
everyone of their employees in the Too-
woomba electorate a holiday on full pay to
cnable them to record their votes at the
by-election.

The Arrorwry-GENERAL: Look at the num-
ber of railway men who were away.

Mr. Roberts.]
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Mr. ROBERTS: It is only natural to

asume that, as the Government gave all
their employees a holiday on full pay, every
one who possibly could would get home that
day to record their vote, and take advantage
of the holiday. But what about the 528
people who did not vote and failed to reply
to the ‘“show cause” letters? The hon.
gentleman cannot brush that fact aside.

The hon. member for Merthyr attempted to
make out that I had quoted something which
was incorreet so far as the electoral law is
concerned. I wonld not make an incorrect
statement willingly, as I have only one de-
sire, and that is to see that every man and
woman possessing the qualification should
have the right to exercise the franchise. I
have not taken advantage of the electoral
machinery to attempt to remove the name
of any man or woman not possessing the
necessary qualifications from the electoral
roll, but I do see to it that they do not vote.
The leader of the Opposition has drawn my
attention to the electoral card, for which I
thank him. It has this on it—

“ Any person who is entitled to have
his name placed on the roll for any dis-
trict, whether by way of cnrolment or
transfer, who fails, within a period of
twenty-one days after having completed
one month’s residence within the dis-
trict, to deliver or send to the electoral
registrar for that district a claim in
proper form, duly filled in and signed,
shall be liable for the first offence to a
penalty of ten shillings, and for any sub-
sequent offence to a penalty not exceed-
ing two pounds.”

My, McLacurax: That is if he has per-
manently changed his address.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is no use side-stepping
the question. I have nover advocated that
a man who in following his ocoupation
removes, sav to Warwick for two or three
months, should be removed from the roll.
1 have not that man in mind at all. I know
sufficient of the Federal Electoral Office to
know that they do not take into account
electors who are temporarily away from
home. If a person is forced by his occupa-
tion to remain away from home for five or
six months, an intimation of the fact is
usually sent to the Federal Electoral Office,
and the explanation is accepted. All sorts
of methods which are not adopted by the
Statc Government are adopted by the Federai
Government to ensure a clean and efficient
roll.  Although the State Government have
the power, they do not prosecute any rerson
for failing to enrol. The Federal Government
have gone to the trouble of making enrol-
ment compulsory, and that is a justification
for the name of an elector being on the roll.

The ArTORNEY-GENERAL: Do you know that
the Federal Government have prosecuted
80,000 persons in Australia in the last two
years, and yet they do not possess a roll as
clean as we have?

Mr. ROBERTS: I can only speak of the
district I come from—that is, Toowoomba.
I cannot speak for the metropolitan area. I
have checked my roll, and can assure hon.
members that it is reasonably up to date.
Strictly speaking, no one troubles about the
State roll. When a man goes into an elec-
toral office and states that he wishes to enrol,
it is usually because he has seen a notice in
the paper to the effect that anyone will be
prosecuted whose name is not on the Federal
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Even in this case the Federal authori-
They do not drag every-
body into the court. They do not obtain the
information from officers but through the
employces of the postal department, who are
paid to make reports. A man is notified, :f
necessary, that he has changed his residence
and is liable to prosecution because he has
not notified that change of residence. That
elector can elect whether he will be deals
with by the returning officer or whether he
will go before a court and state his case.

The SrcreraRY ror Pusnic Works: They
did not give me that option.

Mr. ROBERTS: If the hon. gentleman,
with his knowledge of the Act, failed tc
comply with it he did not deserve any con-
sideration. I emphasise the fact that, if the
Government would print an intimation and
circulate it throughout the State that, if a
person. fails to enrol, he is liable to prosecu-
tion; that is all I require. I do not desire
even what the Attorney-General has forecast
—that the names of those 528 should be
removed from the roll because they failed tso
answer inguiries. If they have simply treated
the Hlectoral Office with contempt, they
should be prosecuted; but, if they have lef:
the district, certainly their names should be
taken off the roll. If the Government took
that action, they would be doing the job
completely, and could come into this Cham-
ber and meet all inquiries levelled at them
in a satisfactory manner.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): If the
hon. member for East Toowoomba will allow
me, I would like to quote from the card he
has used. On that card it will be found, in
addition to questions relating to his name,
address, and so forth, the voter has to answer
one relating to his jury district. The card
reads—

“1. Surname.

2. Christian Names (in full).

3. Place of living.

4. 1 am residing within the Jury Dis-
trict of and am quali-
fied to be envolled as a Juror
of that districet.”

I inquired from the Electoral Office how
the prospective voter would know in which
jury district he was situated, and the clec-
toral officer said, *“ We do not expeet him to
know. We fill that in in the office.” I asked
why the question was placed on the card,
and the reply was, “For officc purposes.”
It is well known that many men have a
great aversion to running the risk of being
eligible to sit on juries because, apart from
the remuneration aspect—it is not a
paving proposition in these days—as jurors
are paid only 8s. or 10s. a day, and the
average man’s wages are much more—there
is the inconvenience and to some people
the odium attached to jury duties. I think
the question relating to the jury list is mis-
placed on an electoral card, because it will

have a tendency to prevent some

[3 p.m.] people from enrolling as voters.

Can we visualise for a moment
the convenience it will be to the Electoral
Office or to the Department of Justice when
compiling the jury list? Would it not be
just as useful to have another sheet of paper
and to take the names and addresses from
the electoral cards when compiling the jury
list? Such a question is quite out of place
on an enrolment card. The fact that the
Electoral Office informed me that the person

roll.
tles are generows.
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making application is not expected to answer
that question but that it would be filled in
in the office, causes me to think that on an
electoral enrolment card it is entirely super-
fluous and out of place.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I would like to
support the contention of the hon. member
for East Toowoomba as to the necessity of
the Electoral Office carrying out the Elections
Act. We had the Seccretary for Public Lands
the other night saying that, if the law was
bad, it was our place to amend it; but that
his job was to carry out the Act on the
statute book. In my opinion, the job of the
Attorney-General is to carry out the Elec-
tions Act as it is on the statute book. If
there is a definite provision that a person
who either wants to enrol or wants to trans-
fer must make application to the electoral
officer for enrolment or transfer, I say that
should be carried out. There is a penalty of
10s. for the first offence, yet we never hear of
a person being prosecuted. A prosecution
for not making application for enrolment is
almost as rarc as the dodo. As the hon.
member for Windsor said. we know of per-
sons who go away and live for years in
another electmate vet they still keep on the
roll for the district on . which they were
originally enrolled. If we have an Act on
the statute-book and regulations under the
Act providing a penalty, then the Electoral
Office should see that those provisions ave
carried out. If they are not going to be
carried out, why not amend the Act so that
it will be carried out? It is only making «
farce of the thing if people are allowed to
evade the Act. If there is anything wrong
after an clection. the people are written to:
but. if they take no notfice of the letters, no
action is taken.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Do wou want
action taken in the way of prosecutions?

Mr. MOORE : We want people who neglect
to reply to letters to be compelled to do so.
We know that after the Toowoomba by-elec-
tion over 1,500 letters were sent out to people
who had not voted. We know that over 400
letters were returned through the dead lettvr
affice. and that 526 people did not reply at
all. What action was taken to see whether
these people had any justifiable excuse or
not or to wscertain the reason why  thev
irnored the Elesioral Office?  Surely it is
right that ncople should comply with the
provisions of the Act, and, if thev do not,
it is up to ths department to find cut the
reason,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): In reply to the inquiry
of the hon. member for South Briskane in
regard to the additional question on the
electoral cards, I might say that this ques-
tion was induded consequent on an amend-
ment of the Jury Act, which provided ﬂmt
every person whe was an elector and under
sixty years of agn was entitled to be enrclled
as a juryman. ‘At the time this new question
was added to the electoral card it was
thought that it would save the department
o considerable sum of money, and no doubt
it has. If we had not placed the question
on the card it would have necessitated an
additional canvas in connection with secur-
ing jurymen, which would have cost a con-
siderable sum of money. However, as the
hon. member has raised the question, I am

prepared—because ‘I do not want to be

dogmatic and say that we cannot do this
or that—to reconsider the question and see
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whether it is practicable to dispense with
the necessity of putting this question on the
clectoral card and to make up the jury list
without a special canvas. If we can do that,
I think it will meet the point raised by the
hon. member.

The hon. member for
leader of the Opposition have again
returned to the attack on the rolls. The
question (hlLQV occupying the mind of the
hon. member for Windsor was the fact that
a man did not enrol in the electorats to
svhich he had gone. Bat, vmlm, theve are
admittediy occasional instances of individuals
remaining unduly long on a roll other than
that which they are entitled to bo on, the
hon. member must recognise that in Quecns-
land we have a }arge nomadic population.
Mainly because of thsir following scasonal
occupations men are constantly changing
from place to place in search of work, and
they cannot remain long enough in any par-
ticular place to be put on a roll cxcept in
their own electorate. If people were to ke
chased by the State Government in the way

Windsor and the

they are chased by the Federal Govern-
ment

Mr. PETERSON: Why not have a nomadic
voters’ voll?  (Laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I thirk the
hon. gentleman is not serious in that remark.
Mr. Prerersox: There are some nomads
who have been In my electorate three sears.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They arve
entitled to be on the roll if they have been
there that time. At the same time, I would
sooner have a few thousand names in excess
on the rolls owing to these circumstances dver
which we have no coutrol than half a dozen
men disfranchised. I have no hesitation in
reiterating my opinion that our roll to-day
is one of the hest and cleanest rolls in Aus-
tralia.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If hon.
members want any proof that our roll is
betier than the Federal roll, T will eall the
Federal authorities in evidence. Tt is well
lknown to my officers and myself that when
the Federal authorities require any precise
information regarding returned soldiers or
their whercabouts, thev come and examine
the State rolls—not the Federal rolls—so
that our rolls cannot be bad. On a popula-
tion basis the Federal rolls showed a defi-
ciency of 19,711 names on 30th June last. Of
course, Lhev are making up the leeway now
because of the assistance we are giving them
to make a special canvas through our police.
I do not think that there is much to cavil at in
regard to our Electoral Office if hon. members
are fair. I claim that the office is carried
out properly, and that, considering the diffi-
culties, the roll is a very good roll. I am not
going to say that it is a perfect roll. We
could not possibly have a perfect roll in
Queensland, where men are constantly
changing about from place to place—perhaps
15 per cent. of them being constantly on the
move. If hon. members went to the office,
they would see the change which takes phce
in the roll-even in one month and if they are
expectlna a perfect roll they are expectmg
too much. On the whole, I think the roll is
a good one, and the Electoral Office is effi-
ciently managed.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): We are mnot
reflecting on the officers of the Klectoral
Department. We are simply reflecting on

Myr. Taylor.]
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the svstem which prevails, to which 1 referred
a few moments ago. We are no* veferring
to the men who follow seasonal occupations
ard who shift about from place tc place.
They must get on some roll, and they remain
there. That is quite all right. 1t is when
persons remove from an electorate that we
itink some action should be taken. Take
the metropolitan arca. A family may remove
from Windsor to South Brisbane or Merthyr,
and they can still vemain on the roll for
Windsor if they choose. That is the point
1 would like to bring before the Minister
and the electoral authorities, and, when the
matter 1s brought before the electoral
authorities, they should take action to find
out whether a person is on the wrong roll
or not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We are prepared
io take action in any case of thar kind if
it is brought under our notice.

Mr. TAYLOR: We certainly can brirg
some cases under the notice of the Minister.
There is no wish to deprive anybody of his
vote, whether the man is a man who follows
4 seasonal occupation and is two or three
snonths away from his home or whether it is
some other person. Those persons have the
right to enrol for the electorate in which
they are residing.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): If the Minister
does want a clean roll, it is a mreat pity
that he does not make some arrangernent
with the Federal Governmen® for the purpose
-of providing one clean roll. The amounts
which are spent in this direction at present
would ensure an even better roll than the
Federal roll is to-day, and it is far and away
better than any roll we have had up to
the present. The Federal authorities go to
-a lot of trouble to compile their roll. Thay
are very persistent in seeing that the Act
iz carried out, and, in particular, they *ake
action to cleanse the roll in accordance with
the Act. The trouble with our State roll is
the trouble that was pointed out when the
Elections Bill was going through this Cham-
ber. Members of the Opposition protested
against the methods of exclusion, which would
cnable the Government not only to clean the
rell generally, but also to prevent electors
from knowing just where they stood. The
Minister claims that his roll 1s a clean one
and does not permit of .double-banking.
Yet did not the Government remove 41,000
names from the roll on one occasion? That
shows that the elector does not take his own
name off the roll, but that a rotten provision
in the law enables a Labour Ministry to wipe
it out. That is what I am complaining about.
The Minister says that his method is a good
cne and provides for the automatic faking
of a name off the roll by the elector himself
when he gets on another roll. That is not a
compulsory provision at all. The elector has
to state what roll he claims tc be enrolled
upon, but it does not make it compulsory
for him to state the electorate for which he
is already enrolled.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He asually does it,

Mr. CORSER: He need not do it, and in
that provision lies the loophole for double-
banking, purposely left there by the Govern-
ment in the interests of the shifting popula-
tion who vote for them. I charge them
deliberately with leaving that provision there
for political purposes, so that they can use
it for their own ends. When we attacked
them here and proved that there wers 54,000

[Mr. Taylor,
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more names on the State roll than on the
Federal voll, the Minister thought it was
time to do something. The election was over,
and the hon. gentleman did not need those
names on the roll any more—there were too
wany proofs of their actions during the
election—and so he got busy. Accordingly
at the instigation of the Minister, who
decided to do a little bit of cleaning up—
I am not blaming the department, but the
Act and the Minister—41,000 names were
removed from the roll. What other names
might they have wiped off ? Why should we
entrust to one political party the right to
score off 41,000 names when *hose people did
not have an opportunity of appearing before
a tribunal to say whether they were not
entitled to have their names retained on the
rolls? Talk about imprisoning men and
deporting them without trial! People value
the right to vote more than they value
money ; and there should not be a provision
whereby any Government in their own
interests can wipe off 41,000 names without
¢iving those people the right to defend
themselves.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You would com-
plain if we did not take those names off.

Mr. CORSER : I complain of the provision
which cnables those names to be placed on
the roll when they are not cntitled to be
there. We know that at the last elections
guite a number of men were working at
one time on a particular railway line and
were then shifted across the boundary and
were on the roll for two electorates. We
know that there are shearers, canecutters,
and other scasonal workers who for a por-
tion of the year may be working on main
reads work or railway construction, and
whose names are probably on two rolls.
I’ersons applying for enrolment should be
compelled to say on which roll they were
last enrolled. It is possible for an elector
io be wiped off one roll and still tc be on
two other rolls. There should be a safer
svstem than the one existing at the present
time., There should be an inquiry much
wore in keeping with the inquiries made by
the Federal electoral authorities. We on this
side only .want a fair and just roll. We do
not want any roll-stuffing. We have been
the victims of that sort of *hing too long to
desire to ““put it over” the other fellow.
We only ask for a fair go. We.have pointed
out repeatedly that the Governmenut have
deliberately placed on the statute-bcok a
measure which will permit of a person being
on-two or three rolls at the one time. That
is proved by the fact that, after our criticism
following the last elections, the Minister took
sieps to wipe 41,000 names off the roll. The
Secretary for Public Liands had nis name
on three rolls, and the Home Secretary also
had his name on two or three rolls. They
are people that we know. It is hard to
trace an individual like a canecutter, shearer,
cr railway worker, who may have his name
on more rolls than one. If an individuval well
known to this Chamber or a big business man
had his name on two rolls, he would be
recognised when he went to the polling-
ooth; but you cannot recognise peouple who
are not known in the locality, and who claim
the right to vote when they are on the roll
We only want a fair roll, and we again
appeal to the Minister sto give us that, so
that it will not be necessary for him, after
the next election, to remove from the rolls
another 41,000 people who proved of the
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utmost use to him during the campaign, but
whose votes are no longer required by the
Government.

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): It is very
1ntmestmg to hear hon. members opposite
tallking about desiring a clean electoral roll.
I recollect the Electoral Act which hon mem-
bers opuosite desired to keep in operation
after the 1915 elections. Under #hat Act a
worker was struck off the roll after he left
his home. No nomadic worker was per-
mitted to enrol if he lived in a tent, as it
was claimed that he had no place of
residence. That is the idea of makmg, a roll
az desired by hon. members opposite.

Mr. Xing: That is not true.

Mr. CARTER: It is absolutely rrue. The
nien residing in tents carrying on the duplica-
1ion of “he railway line between Brisbane and
Caboolture were prevented from enrolling
because they were living in tents.

Mr. CORSER:
clsewhere.

Mr. CARTER: Their names were not on
the roll for another place. Their names had
been struck off the roll in Brisbane because
they werc away from home, but they were
not allowed to cnrol at Caboo]tme They
made application for enrolment there, and
all the evidence existed that they were nherﬁ
but, because they lived in tents, under tha
Tlections Act of the day they were not
allowed to become electors. Hon. members
opposite have talked about a desire on their
part to see fair play, and to see that every
person entitled to be enrolled is enrolled.
I carefully go through the roll for the Pors
Curtis clectorate every year and compare it
with the Federal roll, and, as a result, three
or four hundred names are gencrally added
to the Federal roll. The State rolls are kept
rerfectly clean by the police. When a person
on the Hederal roll changes his residence
within the electorate, his name is usually
crased unless an applxcatlon is made to chaugc
the address; but, if an elector moves from
one division to another within a State elec-
torate and still remains within the electorate.
his name 1s kept on the voll. I will give
an instance. If a person is on the Federal
roll for Gin Gin in the Capricornia electorate
and removes to the (Gladstone division without
muking the necessary application to change
the acdress. his name is taken off the roll,
whereas. if such a change of address is mad«
in the Port Curtis eloctorate he still remains
on the State roll. That is how the changes
result, which the hon. member for East Too-
woomba spoke abcut. The changes do not
necessarily mean that the Federal roll is anv
cleancr. T am satisfied that electors are very
punctllhous about getting on the roll. I do
not think in the next elections that therc
will be six people in the whole of Queensland
or sixtv people in the whole of Australic
who will vote twice. It is a serious offence
to do so, and the offender can be severely
panished.  The chief complaint is that many
clectors do not vote at all. At the recent
by-election in Merthvr for the Greater Bris-
bane Council less than 75 per cent. of the

Because they were enrolled

clectors voted. At the last State election
24 per cont. of the electors of Port Curtis
voted.  That was on account of the very

strenuous canvas made in the electorate by
the three candidates who contested the seat
In mv opinion net one dishonest vote was
cast for any of the candidates. I am sure

that no person voted twice in that electorate.
Mr. Moore: How are you sure?
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Mr. CARTER: Because 1 very carefully
went through the roll to see. There was a
very capable returning officer for Port Curtis
in Mr. Knyvett. He went through the roll
very carefully, as it is his business to do so.
If a person was suspected of voting twice, a
notice of explanation would be served on him.
The fact that 94 per cent. of the people on
the roll voted is evidence that there is nothing
wrong with the roll. If any hon. member
tried last December to get a copy of the
Federal roll he would have found that the
latest roll was two vears old. You could not
@0 to the Federal authorities to get any
information. Kven now the roll is twelve
months old. That is in direct contrast with
the State roll. Supplementary lists are issued
by the State every quarter, and in this manner
the rolls are kept up to concert pitch. I
am satisfied the police will not deliberately
enrol people who should not be enrolled, and
mostly the enrolments in Queensland are
made through the police. I am quite satisfied
the endeavour of the Government is to give
every person a vote if he is entitled to that
vote. There are some people living at Dun-
wich and who come from electorates repre-
sented by many different members.  Why
should those unfortunate people be taken off
the roll because they are at Dunwich? They,
every worker, and everybody else with the
necessary qualifications should have a right to
Yote., -

Mr. MAXWELL: And they have it.

Mr. CARTER : I know, but hon. members

eppesite would take it from them if they
could. That is what they term “ cleaning
the roll.”

Mr. MAXWELL: Rubbish.

Mr. CARTER : There is no rubbish about
it. I rvecollect that. just after the Elections
Act of 1915 came into operation, an influ-
ential person in my district, who had no love
for this Government or for me, thought he
would have the roll purified. There was
one place where thirty or more people were
emplored, and this man sent up the names of
those thirty men and lodged Oblectlon cards
with the clerk of pettr sessions of Gladstone:
but, when he found he had to put up so much
money with each lodgment and was liable to
a fine if those peonle were illegally knocked
off the roll, he withdrew. That is what hou.

members mean by purifying the rolls. 1t is
what we used to call “‘Bulcocking.” Hon.
members opposite know that the nomadic

population is vepresented chiefly by TLabour
supporters. Those men are entitled to their
votes just as much as any hon. member in
this Chamher. It is the endeavour of this
CGovernment to give every elector a vote, and
wlhether he may have moved from one division
to another or not he has a right to vote in
whatever electorate he may be Tlivi ing. After
examining most of the olectoral rolls and
svstems in force in Australia and New Zea-
Isnd T am satisfied we have one of the finest
svitems of enrolling people and giving people
a chiance to vote that exists in any couniry
i the world.

The hon. wember for Burnett made the
statement that claimants for enrolment on
the Stute 1oll were not compelled to state
wheroe thev weve enrolled at some prior time.
Thev have to do so. Item 10 on the electoral
enrolment card reads—

“T was last enrolled for the Electoral
District of Division of as
residing at RS

Nothing eould be clearer than that.
Mr. RoBerTs: Thevy do not answer it.

Mr. Carter.)
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Mr. CARTER : A dishonest man would not,
therefore I suppose the hon. member for Kast
Toowoomba is speaking for his friends.
Speaking for my friends, I know they do.
Whenever I have filled in these forms I have
made a point of seeing that that ifem is
dilled in, as I know its value to the Electoral
Rewistrar.  }* enables him immediately to
clean the roll at the previous place of enrol-
ment, and it is an excellent system. I am
satisfied that there is not 1 per cent. of the
people enrolling who do not fill in that item,
thus cnabling the rolls for other electorates
1o be cleaned.

Mr. KING (Logan): The first time I camn
to this (*hamber T heard statements made by
hon. members opposite to the effect that they
were always out to secure a pure roll and
statements from this side of the Chamber
thet it 15 always impossible to secure a pure
roll. The same thing exists to-day, and the
complsints that were made this afternoon
are well founded.

Tha hon. memtwr for Port Curtis made
some remarks about the fact that years ago.
vnder what he called the old Tory Govern-
ment. it was impossible for a man living
in a tent to get on the voll. That remark
is simply humbug and piffle. They could get
on the 1oil

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic WORkS: I say
thev could not get on the roll.

Mr. KING: I say they could get on the
roll. All they had to do was to say that the
tent was their residence and they would be
entitled to get on the roll; but, if they

had a home somewhere else,

[3.30 p.m.] they certainly could not get on

the roll for that tent residence
as well. They could only get on the roll
for the place where they usually resided.

The hon. member also said something
about members on this side strongly object-
ing to and would prevent the inmates of
Dunwich from having a vote.

Mr. Carter: I did not say that.

. Myr. XING: The hon. member said that,
if we had our way, we would not give them
a vote.

Mr. Carter: I said if they were on the
roll where they did not reside.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. KING: The mon at Dunwich have
a vote in respect of the place whence they
came. It would be unfair to allow them
to have a vote for Dunwich. That would
be a very wrong prineciple, consequently the
practice is followed of allowing them to
have a vofe for the districts from which
they came. That is a perfectly fair system.
Hon. members on the other side say that
they want a pure roll; but how far are they
assisting to get a pure roll? How is 1t
possible to trace cases of impersonation and
cases of double-voting? What are they
doing to prevent these things happening?
Thev do happen, as everyone knows. I have
had cases in my electorate. I have had a noti-
fication from the returning officer in my
electorate that so many persons have voted
twice.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
explanation of that.

Mr. KING: No.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will explain to
you.

[ My, Carter.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am not
going 1o permit any more speeches to be
made by way of interjection. Every hon.
member can take the opportunity of speak-
ing if he so desires, but not by way of
interjection.

Mr. KING: I have had notifications from
the electoral officer in my electorate that
persons have voted twice and in some cases
thrce times. How is that going to be
traced? If the Government are carnest 1n
vegard to getting clean rolls, the proper
thing is to amend the Act so that cases of
impersonation or double-voting will not be
difficult to trace and punish. TUnder exist-
ing conditions it is very easy for a person
to vote twice without being discovered.
Unless the person is well-known and can
be identified, it is impossible to prove
double-voting. If the Act was tightened up
a bit. we would be able to get far more
satisfactory results, and it is_the duty of
the (GGovernment to do ecverything they pos-
sibly can to prevent double-voting and
impersonation in order to sccure the true
verdict of the people at a general election.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): It is amusing
vear after year to hear this ery about cleans-
ing the roll, about getting a roll so that
everybody shall have one vote, and so thar
nobody shall have an opportunity of voting
in more than one electorate. Just prior to
the 1915 clections, when this Government
came into power, the Ministers of the then
Tory party—there are very few left on the
other side—did everything possible to remove
workers from the roll, and they did remove
a great number of workers from the roll.
I remember the old application form had
something like eightecen or twenty foolish
questions on it to try to prevent men getting
on the roll. It was not a form to get men
on the roll but to prevent them getting on
the roll, They asked whether the applicant
was a DBritish subject, and, if he was a
British subject, where he was born. Very
often they rejected the application because
the man had forgotten to fill in the name
of the place where he was born. Then they
asked him his age, and lower down the year
he was horn. Perhaps the age that he gave
did not correspond with the date of his
birthdax and the year he was born, and then
they would make the application informal
and not put him on the roll.

They were particularly severe with regard
to the nomadic population. About two weeks
before the closing of the roll the Electoral
Office in Brisbane would send to Rock:
hampton a list of 300 or 400 names on the
rolls for the electorates of Rockhampton,
Fitzroy, and Normanby, respectively, with
instructions to inquire into the cases of those
people. and, if they had not a fixed resi-
donce, to strike them off the roll. T remember
co-operating with the hon. member for Nor-
manby, who was then a Labour candidate,
and we got 200 names of people in his electo-
rate and 300 names of people in my electorate
which the Government had struck off put
back on the roil. There was no attempt
made to get people on the roll; the idea was
to keep working men off and keep wealthy
people on the roll so as to keep the then
Government in. 1 am satisfied that we have
a purer system of compiling the rolls and
of voting in Queensland to-day than ever
we had before, and the State roll far out-
classes the Commonwealth roll as an authen-
tic document showing who are living in an
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zlectorate and what their occupations are.
Iz is absurd for hon. members opposite to
mislead the public—it is only an election
dodge—by telling them that they desire to
see men on the roll. A totally different
system obtains in regard to the compilation
of the Federal roll, It is no wonder there
dre mistakes in the compilation of that roll.
A person has only to go away from his
residence to stay at a boarding-house at
the seaside or be a few weeks away from
the town and forget to notify his change of
address, and, when the postman comes to
the door and finds him away, his name is
simply marked as having left that electorate.
If he tells someone to notify the electoral
officer of his change of address, nine times
out of ten they do not give the notification.
and he is struck off the roll. That is why
there is such a discrepancy between the
State roll and the IFederal voll.

The hon. member for T.ogan talked about
the duplication of names on the roll. 1In
my opinion there is very little double-voting.
1 think that the so-called cases of double-
voting are due to mistakes made by the
poll clerks.  There are numbers of people
on the roll with the same surname, and often
with the same christian name, A mother and
daughter may have the same name and there
may be nothing to distinguish them, as their
address and occupation may be the same.
1 am satisfied that the system we have in
operation in Queensland is the best system
ot voting for people who are entitled to
vote. 'There is an explanation in regard to
the 528 names of people at Toowoomba who
did not return an answer to the letters sent
to them. There may have been some who
disregarded the letters, but the probability
iz that they were seasonal workers in North,
Central, or Western Queensland, either in
the sugar or shearing industries, and the
nolification asking them to explain why they
«id not vote would not reach them in time
€3 make it worth while answering.

Mr. PETERSON (Vormanby): Whilst the
hon. member for Port Curtis may be quite
right in his statement that voters were dis-
franchised because they could not get on
the roll- at Caboolture in 1915—I am not
m a position to refute the hon. member's

explanation in that regard—I can say
that in 1915 I put on the roll of the
)_yo'rmanl?y electorate about 114 people
living in tents, In that case they
had  been removed from the Keppel
electorate and had been in the Normanby

electorate for about two months; consequently
no objection was raised by Mr. Archdall,
who was the police magistrate adjudicating
on the claims. I think the hon. member for
Fitzroy can bear me out in what I am
going to say with regard to the construction
workers on the North Coast Railway and in
the Normanby electorate in 1915. “At that
{ime there was a certain amount of jealousy
about the number of construction workers
who should be on certain rolls. I had
cxperience in both the Mirani and the Keppel
clectorates. A number came over into the
Normanby electorate about two months be-
fore the last dav for enrolment, and they
were put on the roll. They were from the
Keppel electorate, and, so far as I know,
there was no objection at that time. So
much for that.

We have heard a lot this afternoon about
the right of all Queenslanders to have a say
in the government of their country as elec-
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tors., Whilst I agree that every able-bodied
man or womun has a right to the franchise
and that no law should be passed to prevent
them exercising it, whether they be nomads
or not, at every election a larger number of
respectable citizens are disfranchised through
no fault of their own. I brought this matter
up on the Estimates last year. In the Nor-
manby eiectorate the polling-booths are as
much as 100 miles apart, and sometimes, be-
cause there happens to have been a couple
of inches of rain before the election, voters
cannot get to the nearest booth. That is
because hon. members opposite will not per-
mit a system of postal voting in country
districts. Those hon. members never rise in
their places and say that men who are pre-
vented by adverse wet weather condifions
from going 100 or 150 miles te the hooth
should be allowed to vote in some other
manner.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask the hon.

member to connect his remarks with the
vote.
Mr. PETERSON: I shall do it in this

war. On the vote last year I asked the
Minister to make some provision that these
people should not be disfranchised after they
have become enrolled, and I crave your per-
mission, Mr. Pollock, to bring it under the
notice of the Attorney-General, because, when
he looks at the matter fairly and squarely,
I am sure that he will admit that they have
a right to vote. I know of men who are
living on stations and who have been deprived
of the right to vote by wet weather, They
cannot take a motor-car or a cab, so they
have not been able to vote at all. I can
quite understand that it may not be necessary
to have a postal vote in the city, where there
i» a polling-booth at every corner.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope that
the hon. member will not pursue that line of
argument.

Mr. PETERSON: I shall bow to your
ruling, Mr. Pollock, and, perhaps, at another
stage I will be in order. I have no objection
to having the roll as full as possible.
have always stood for the fullest rights from
a franchise standpoint, and no vote of mine
will be given to prevent that. I consider,
however, that, after a person has been out
of an electorate for five or six years at least,
the opportunity should be given him by the
FElectoral Office to get on his proper roll. I say
quite candidly that I have the names of three
ex-construction workers deliberately kept on
the Normanby roll so that they can vote
for me at the elections. Thesc three men
have becen out of the Normanby electorate
for five vears. One is in the Julia Creek
district, another in Brisbane, and the other
in Bundaberg. TUnder the law these men
can retain their names on the Normanby
roll. In future I am going to advise all my
snpporters who migrate from the Normanby
electorate to keep their names on the Nor-
manby roll to counteract the effect of those
who are dumped into the Normanby electo-
rate on the eve of an election. I think it
is a fair thing under the circumstances to do
that. In adopting that course we can check-
mate Ministers in any action they may take
to swamp an electorate at a particular time.
So long as that loophole remains in the law,
I intend to take advantage of it

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): We all agree that
every man and woman is entitled to the

Mr. Kerr.d
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right to vote, but that right does not obtain
to-day in Queensland. Last election I sent
a circular to every elector in my electorate,
and from 600 to 700 envelopes were returned
to me marked °‘ Dead,” ¢ Left,” or’ ¢ Not
known.” It has been contended that pro-
bably those persons voted in another elec-
torate. The returning officer for the district
was kind enough to send to me what is
known as a marked roll, showing all the
persons who had recorded their vote in the
Hnoggera electorate. I compared the enve-
lopes returned to me and found that the
majority of the addressees had not voted at
all. If that is the case, are those people
obtaining any benefit by being permitted to
remain on the roll? I say they are not
receiving any benefit, because they are not
taking any advantage of their right, Then
again, there is the danger that a loophole for
double voting is created. That is a thing
we must avoid, and the law is entirely wrong
if it permits of such a possibility.

Mr. Coruins: They might have been living
in adjoining electorates.

Mr. KERR: They cannot be on two rolls.
Mr. Corrins: No.

Mr. KERR: They did not vote in the
Enoggera electorate.

Mr. MaxwerL: They can be on two rolls.

Mr. KERR: I know of cases where names
have been on two rolls but that is more or
less a mistake. I cannot see why people
should be on two rolls. It cannot legally be
done. They can leave the district for which
they are enrolled and others can vote in that
electorate in their place.

GoVvERNMENT MEMBERS : No.

Mr. KERR: That is what is happening.
I know of cases where it has happened.

Mr. CowrLing: You have an evil mind.

Mr. KERR: What we desire in Queens-
land is to have a cleansing of the.rolls to
prevent duplicate voting and other evils,
If people leave the electorate and do not
bhother to have their names enrolled in the
new clectorate, then they should not be con-
sidered. One of the greatest rights of the
people is the right to vote, and, if the people
are not sufficiently concerned to have
their name on the correct roll, then Parlia-
ment should take no responsibility in the
matter. It is their fault entirely if they
are disfranchised, and they do not deserve
to have the right to vote. The Common-
wealth method of cleaning a roll by deleting
the name is much better than the one the
State has adopted. The State rolls are in
a deplorable condition. Through my own
personal enecrgy, I have assisted in cleansing
the roll of the Enoggera electorate, and
what is happening in one electorate is hap-
pening in another. Sufficient appropriation
should be allowed to enable the Government
to thoroughly overhaul the rolls, I cannot
see why the taxpayers should pay for printing
separate rolls for the Federal and State Go-
vernments. There must be some reason for
it. Confercnces have taken place between
the Commonwealth Government and the vari-
ous Premiers and Attorney-Generals of the
States for the purpose of preventing the
overlapping and duplication of electoral rolls,
and with a view to saving unnecessary costs.
Why has Queensland refrained from enter-
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ing into an agreement with the Common-
wealth Government to have a common roll?
It is a small matter. Have the Government
retained the right of issuing a separate State
roll for ulterior purposes? There must be
some nigger in the wood pile. Why will they
not work in harmony with the Commonwealth
Government in this matter? The Queensland
Government have adopted a dog-in-the-
manger attitude on the question. It is not
incorrect for me to say that our rolls are
in a deplorable condition, and it is surely
the duty of the Legislature to remedy such
an undesirable condition of affairs.

Mr. W. COOPER (Hosewood): The hon.
member who has just resumed his seat
declared that the State rolls should be purged
because they are not clean, and that there
should be some system whereby every elec-
tor can record a vote. IHe also said that
he believed in every man recording his vote
according o the dictates of his conscience.
Let me remind the hon. gentleman that
from 1915 or 1916 until 1918 the very National
Government in the Federal Parliament that
he supports refused to natural-born and
naturalised citizens of this State the right
to record their votes. Tt is only hypocrisy
for the hon. member and his supporters to
declare that they are in favour of giving
a vote to every adult male or female. The
National Federal Government deprived those
citizens I have mentioned the right of a
voice in the Government of the country.
The hon. member has asked that the rolls
should be purged and made clean, and has
admitted that he took an active part in
removing hundreds of names from the rcll
of his electorate. Why did he do that?
Does the hon. member mean to tell me
that he would have those names removed if
they were likely to vote Nationalist?

Mr. Kerr: How am I to know how they
would vote?

Mr. W. COOPER: Of course he would
not. The hon. member would remove only
the names of workers, and those who would
not be likely to vote for him or his party.

Mr. KErr: Nonsense.
Mr. W. COOPER: Every man born in

Australia and every man who is a naturalised
citizen of the Commonwealth of Australia
has a perfect right to vote, no matter where
he is. We have men moving from one
place to another, and they should have =2
right to vote in any electorate they feel
inclined to vote in and for any person they
feel inclined to vote for. If a man were
living in the clectorate of the hon. member
for Enoggera and had a sneaking regard
for him—and I say there are not many of
them—he would have a perfect right to
record his vote for the hon. member and to
have an opportunity to elect the man he
wishes to make the laws and conditions under
which he lives. TUndoubtedly the men who
arc returned to this Legislative Assembly
are the men who lkring into existence the
laws and conditions under which the people
live. Unless he has the privilege of voting
in the direction most suitable to his welfare
he might as well be put in a compound—

where the _hon.  member for Enoggera
would put him if he had the opportunity.
Mr. KERR: Nousense.

Mr. W. COOPER: The Quecnsland State
volls are as clean as the rolls in any State
in Australia. No one can tell me that
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the members of this party have endeavoured
to secure for themselves an unfair advan-
tage by the use of a iniquitous system
of roll-stuffing. 1 do not believe anything
of the kind, The Department of Justice
has instructed the police to collect names
and endeavour as far as possible to enrol every
man and woman living in every district.
If I have a son living in some other district
but his home is at my home, he has a perfect
right to be enrolled in the electorate in
which his home is.

hMr. Krrr: There is nothing wrong with
that.

Mr. W. COOPER: I have it at first-hand
that at the last Rosewood election among
the absentee votes recorded forty-two were
practically dishonest and fraudulent,: and
they were certified to by men who had no
right to put their names to the certificate.
I secured that information from the return-
ing officer in Rosewood, and also the fact
that not one of those votes were recorded
in my favour. If we are to establish a
system of that mature, it is time something
was done. Though hon. members opposite
are afraid of the men enrolled in their electo-
rates, surely to God they must admit that
those men have a right to record their
votes in the direction they think fit. T have
no objection to any man voting against me,
but I do object to a man becoming enrolled
in my electorate under a fraudulent system.
So far as tho electoral officers and the
relurning officer in my electorate are con-
cerned many of them do not, and would
not, vote for me. In every polling-booth
in my electorate at the last election I
received the courtesy and fair play that
should be extended to any man, and I say,

in all fairness to myself, that I

[4 p.m.] never went into more than one
, polling-booth to record my vote.
I hope the Minister will take into considera-
tion the advisableness of seeing that every
man is on the roll, and that every man,
regardless of what he may be, is given an
opportunity to vote,

I heard the hon. member for Normanby
say that wet weather intervened, and that
men were unable to get to the polling-booth.,
That is no fault of the Minister’s, as the Act
provides an opportunity for every man to
record his vote. It is the misfortune of
those mn who are placed in that unfortunate
position, but the Minister might take into
consideration the qdestion of establishing
closer polling-booths to give every man a
chance to vote. I hope the Minister will con-
sider from every aspect the question of pro-
viding opportunities so that every man will
have a right to record his vote provided he
is a British subjeet, a naturalised British
:ubI].OCf, or a native of Queensland or Aus-
ralia.

My. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 desire to
make a few comments on the remarks of the
hon. member for Enoggera. I cannot con-
ceive that his remarks can be verified. He
made the statement here to-day that he had
beon personally responsible for having elimi-
nated from his roll over 100 names. If that
is true, 1t means two things. It means, first
of all, that the officer responsible for that
particular roll is not doing his duty, and
should not be therc. It might also mean
that the hon. member and that officer are
acting in collusion, and therefore the officer
should not he there. It is a very serious
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charge, and I trust the Minister will investi-
gate the matter to the fullest extent. Clause
31 of the Elections Act provides—

“ Any name on a roll may be objected
to by objection in writing lodged with
or made by the Electoral Registrar:

“ Provided that a sum of bs. shall be
deposited in respect of each objection
lodged by any person other than the
Electoral Registrar or a prescribed
officer.”

It should not be very difficult to prove the
hon. member’s contention, because in that
case he must have deposited 5s. a head for
each of the names objected to. I assume
they were valid objections, and that he
deposited the 5s. a head. If he did deposit
the 5s. a head, the returning officer was not
doing his duty, and, if he did not lodge the
Bs. a head, why did he not do so?

An Orrosrrion MemBer: What is to stop
him from informing the police?

Mr. WEIR: This is a definite statement
that T do not want the Committee to lose
sight of, and I am going to add my sugges-
tion to that statement of his, which I believe
is the right one. I believe he is responsible
for going out of his way to remove Labour
voters from the roll, and I believe that is
why he is a member of this House. If we
go further, we find that subsection (3) of
section 32 of the Act provides—

‘“ An objection on the ground that a
person does not live in a district for
which he is enrolled shall be deemed not
to be good unless it alleges that the
person objected to—

(@) Does not live in the district, and
does not live in Queensland; or

() Does not live in the district, and
has obtained enrolment for some other
district.”

Those are valid objections, and if those
objections can be sustained there is nothing
seriously wrong with it. I would remind this
Committee that the initial step must be
taken by the person himself and not by the
member, and therefore again the hon. mem-
ber was butting into a business he had no
right to interfere with. I do not know of
any man in this Chamber who can claim
that he watches his roll closer than I do.
I have a card system in my office, where 1
have a record of every voter on the Mary-
borough roll. I have been of material assist-
ance to the Federal enrolment. I am not
saying this to boost my case, because I am
in a favoured position in that the extreme
boundaries of my electorate are about 1%
miles apart.

Urlike any other electorate I know of in
Queensland, every worker on my roll works
at something in the eclectorate, and not
outside. I do not think that happens in any
other electorate in Queensland. Take some
of the electorates in the Brisbane area, for
instance, such as South Brisbane and
Kurilpa. The electors may live there and
work at Northgate Junction, but it is quite
different in my electorate. The men there
work in the sawmills, at Walkers Limited, on
the railways, or in some other industry
within the four walls of the city boundaries.
That is the reason why I can keep the card
system I have in operation so complete, and
not because of any special gualification on
my part. I have proved how complete a

Mr. Wewr.]
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man can keep his'own roll if he wants to do
so. I claim that my card system is ‘the best in
the State, because it is governed by the con-
ditions I have mentioned, which do not obtain
in any other place. Take the unions, for
instance. Periodically I get a statement from
the secretary of the Australian Engineers’
Union. He gives me the names of the men
who have been working on engine construc-
tion at Walkers Limited and have left
Maryborough. If they have neglected their
duty in regard to the matter, it becomes my
duty to prompt the man who is keeping the
roll, and tell him what he does not know;
and in many cases the Federal officers have
asked me to give them these notifications. I
have no reason to interfere with the roll. If
the officers responsible for the roll in Mary-
borough wanted me to direct them with
regard to the deaths in Maryborough, they
would not be doing their duty, because they
have access to the records of deaths in the
office of the Registrar of Births, Deaths, and
Marriages. The fact that any hon. member
can get up in this Chamber and claim that
he has been personally responsible for elimi-
nating huvndreds of names from his roll
appears to me to savour of corruption, and
the matter should be inquired into. I trust
that the Minister will' find out from the
officers of the department whether the state-
ment of the hon. member for Enoggera is
correct, and, if so, whether there was any
collusion between the hon. member and the
officer responsible. T view the matter very
seriously, and I trust that the Minister will
nquire into it.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): Like the hon. member
for Maryborough, I was astounded at the
statement made by the hon. member for
Enoggera, and I shall certainly take imme-
diate steps to Investigate and put to the test
the accuracy or otherwise of the statement.

Item (Electoral Registration) agreed to.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move

“ That £1,770 be granted for ¢ Friendly
Societies.” "’

Mr. McLACHLAN (Merthyr): This is one
of the sub-departments of the State in which
I take a particular interest. It controls the
friendly society movement in Queensland, and
anyone who has taken any interest in that
movement in this State or the Commonwealth
generally knows the remarkably good work
that is being done for the State of Queens-
land by those engaged in friendly society
work. I regret, as I have said on previous
occasions, that this sub-department is not
being given the prominence which, in my
opinion, it should get by reason of its import-
ance to the people of Queensland. The time
was when the friendly societies came under
a separate branch, controlled by the Regis-
trar of Friendly Socicties, and the operations
of his s*aff and himself were confined wholly
and solely to friendly scciety work. At the
time when Mr. Rendle, the late Registrar of
Friendly Societies. relinquished that position,
the Government deemed it wise not to con-
tinue the administration of the sub-depart-
ment separately, but to place it under the
control of the Registrar-General. For Mr.
Porter, as Registrar of Friendly Societies, 1

(M r. Weir.
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have nothing but the highest praise. T know
that he has taken a very keen interest 1n
the friendly society movement. He is a
friendly society man himself, and for a long
time prior to taking charge he acquainted
himself with the ramifications of the move-
ment in Queensland. He has put a lot of
energy and labour into the office which has
been placed upon him in addition to the
other matters under the control of his depart-
ment; but, in my opinion, the Government
did not recognise in a monetary sense the
great additional work which they put on his
shoulders. 1 hope the Government will not
lose sight of the importance of the office,
and even though they have discontinued it
as a separate sub-department and have trans-
ferred it to the Registrar-General’s Depart-
ment they will not in any way minimise the
importance of its work.

T would also like to say a word or two for
Mr. Daley, who takes upon his shoulders a
big share of the friendly society work. He
was next in charge when Mr. Scott was
Deputy Registrar, but that office has now
been abolished, and, whilst Mr. Daley has
received an increased classification, T am of
the opiniou that the work is so important
that Mr. Porter is entitled to have a deputy.
and that Mr. Daley should be appointed to
that position. Mr. Daley, as well as Mr.
Porter, comes into contact with a great
amount of the friendly society work in this
State, and, speaking as one who for a great
number of years occupied the position of
secretary to one of the largest friendly society
organisations in the State, I have first-hand
information as to the great amount of work
he has done for the movement. There have
been occasions since the transfer of the
department from the management of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies to the man-
agement of the Registrar-General when Mr.
Dalev has acted as deputy during the absence
of Mr. Porter, and evidently his ability 1s
such that he is fitted for the position. I hope
the Attornev-General will look into this mat-
ter with a view to seeing if it is not possible
to attach to the friendlv society work the
importance which it really warrants.

Generally we have the report of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies in our hands
when we are discussing this Estimate. On
this occasion we have not got that repor:.
T am not attaching any blame to the office
on that account. This year, perhaps, we are
discussing these Estimates earlier than usual.
T recognise that, there has been a considerable
amount of extra work thrown on the depart-
ment by reason of the Act which was passed
iast yvear altering the date for furnishing
veturns from the various societies from 3lst
December to 30th June, thereby throwing
upon the office a considerable addditional
amnount of work., With a view to ascertain-
ing the position concerning the meinbership
and the capital of the various {riendly
societies I went along to the office yesterday,
anrd Mr. Porter very courteously and very
eenerously allowed me to have recourse to
the figures showing, under a few headings,
the progress of the friendly society movement
in the State of Queensland during the last
twelve months. The position is such an
interesting one that I think 1t wise to give
it publicity by having the figures recorded in
“ Hansard.” Up to 3lst December last, the
latest returns available show the total mem-
bership of the friendly society movement as
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61.571, or an increase during the year of
1.907 members. The total capital up to the
same date amounted to £1,297,852, or an
increase during the year of £71,6i1.  The
Registrar assures me that is the highess
surplus ever recorded in the history of the
wovement in Queensland, and it is very
satisfactory for the members of the various
friendly societies to know that that progress
is being made. Everybody knows that the
friendly society movement is one which is an
exhibision of thrift on the part of those who
are associated with it. Working people pre-
Jdominate in the membership of friendly
socletles.

Let me now take the figures dealing with
the benefits that have been paid during the
same period of twelve months., When we
recognise the small payments made week by
seek, 1t Is astonishing to see the enormous
amount of money paid awav in benefits.
During that twelve months’ period the
amount paid for medical attendance and
medicine to the members and their wives
and families was £87,082. The amount paid
for sick pay was £58,622, and for mortality
pavment a sum of £22,750, or a iotal of
£168,454. The cost of management has not
been very great, and the work that is being
dene is someihing of which all hon. members
and the people of Queensland generally have
reason’ to feel proud. I notice thas there
are cightesn different societies in Queensland,
composed of 634 branches as against 619 last
year. That is a very creditable position. It
15 only when one reads the report or studies
the figures that are compiled in the office that
cne obtains an idea of the great amount of
work +hat is being done by the {riendly
society movement and the great amount of
work done by the Registrar’s office.

At 4.18 pom.,

My, Grepsox (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
n:an in the chair.

Mr. McLACHLAN : Before these figures
could be arrived at innumerable tables had
to be drawn up, statistical records compiled,
and history cards looked after, so that from
a statistical point of view the office is one
of the most important in Queensland.

The movement in Queensland is pars of the
movement in Australia, and I want to refer
briefly to the membership of the friendly
societies throughout the length and breadth
of Australia. I obtained the figures I am now
going to quote from the first progress report
of the Royal Commission on National Insur-
ance which is at present sitting and which
visited  Queensland some little time ago.
The -object of the Commission is to see if it
i5 possible for the Federal Government to
introduce a system of national insurance.
For the purpose of finding out how the
proposal would affect the friendly society
movement evidence was called in the various
States from men associated with the move-
ment, and, as a result, a progress report
was published in the early part of this
vear. Ihave read that report, which is a very
interesting document, The latest member-
ship figures that the Commission was able
to secure were up to the end of 1923. When
we know of the progress that is being made
in Queensland, as the figures T quoted indi-
cate, one can compute what would be the
figures up to the end of 1924 had the Com-
mission been able to secure them. The
figures in relation to the membership of
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friendlv societies in Australia up to the end
of 1923 were—

H Total
State. Males. | Females. {Member-

! ship.
New South Wales .. | 182,564 15,704 | 198,268
Victoria .. | 140,181 | 10,589 | 150,770
Queensland 54,663 4,986 59,649
South Australia 61,304 11,150 72,454
‘West, Australia 17,810 1,008 18,818
Tasmania .. 22,866 ‘ 1,501 | 24,367

| e

Grand Totals 479,383 1 44,933 | 524,326
The total membership of the friendly

societies in Australia is equal to 9 per cent.
of the totdl population of the Common:
wealth, or 30 per cent. of the total number
of wage-earners. Those figures should be
sufficient to convince every hon. member of
the importance of friendly societies not only
in Queensland but Awustralia. I hope that
the Ministor will take as deep an interest as
he possibly can in the movement. I know
that he is a friendly society man and, when
resident in. North Queensland, occupied the
position of district secretary in one of the
largest societies in that part of the State. I
know the hon. gentleman has a complete
knowledge of the work the friendly sccieties
are doing. All interested in the movement
are aware that it is increasing year by year,
and that the work is also increasing, and
hope the importance of the sub-department
will not be lost sight of by the Minister and
that the officers who are carrying out this
important work will receive every considera-
tion at the hands of the Government.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): Un-
fortunately I was out of the Chamber when
the hon. member for Merthyr began his
speech, but I can understand that a con-
siderable portion of his remarks touched
on the question that is exercising the minds
of the large body of friendly society mem-
bers—the nationalisation question. It has
been keenly watched by everybody in the
movement, and, when we recognise that in
Australia we have upwards of £8,00C,000
invested in that movement, it means some-
thing. There is a saying “ Money counts
and money talks” and it may be expected
that we shall jealously watch the proposal
for nationalisation. Speaking as one indi-
vidual, I am not opposed to the great
scheme of nationalisation. I recognise that
wa  have accomplished much under the
voluntarvy system: but, when we recognise
that a large body of people in Australia
well able io make provision for the day
of sickness and distress will not do so and
ultimately become a tax on the State and
the Commonwealth, we realise that the
voluntary system cannot go further; and
we must consider what is best for the greatest,
good of the wage-earner, irrespective of
what Government may be in power. All that
we ask is that our position shall be pro-
tected. I go so far as to say that, if the
Commonwealth Government proceed with
the scheme of nationalisation, if they grant
to the friendly society movement the pay-
ment of all indebtedness that will accrue at
that time to the friendly societies, so that we
shall be able to carry out our obligations,
we shall not be greatly disturbed. I recognise
that once nationalisation 1is established it
will be very difficult for the voluntary

Mr. Roberts.]
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friendly society to exist, unless we are given
the control of the national movement; and
that the men who have the controlling power
will probably not do. When nationalisation
was first discussed in Great Britain the
friendly socleties were promised a great
deal of consideration, but I regret the Go-
vernment did not give effect to those pro-
mises. They departed very much from their
first proposal to the friendly societies, and
I am anticipating, as the progress report of
the committee has already indicated, that the
Government of this Commonwealth will not
be prepared to give much conisderation to
the friendly societies. In that event I think
the friendly societies as a voluntary move-
ment will pass out. The movement grows
through the extension of branches. One
may find a district with fifty or sixty people
where some enthusiast will open a branch
and that branch will grow into a very healthy
and financial branch. If, on the other hand,
a district is already catered for under the
scheme of national insurance, the same pos-
sibilities will not exist and voluntary friendly
societies will have a very ‘‘rocky” time.
If the National Government
[4.30 p.m.] introduce a scheme of national
insurance and they are prepared
tc guarantee to pay to the friendly societies
any shortage which may be created by the
introduction of national insurance, seeing
that it is for the benefit of the Australian
people, then I, as a keen member of a
iriendly society, will offer no opposition.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAI, (Hon. ..
Mullan, Flinders): In common with the hon.
member for Merthyr and the hon. member
for East Toowoomba, I recognise the impor-
tance of friendly socicties, and fully appre-
ciate the good work they are doing, and I
shall naturally follow with interest anv
development in connection with the proposed
national insurance, and hope that nothing
will be done to injure the magnificent
organisation that has been established in
Queensland.

Getting down to the details of administra-
tion referred to by the hon. member for
Merthyr. I may say that I join with him in
recognising that the Registrar-General, who
is now the Registrar of Friendly Societies, is
shaping well in his position, and no doubt
will wmerit greater recognition in the future.

The hon. member referred to Klr. Dalexr,
who was next to the Registrar of Friendly
Societics. and expressed the opinion that Mr.
Daley ought to be made Deputy Registrar of
Friendly Societies. I must confess that for
some time I thought the same, and I am not
toc well satisfied vet that he should not he
aprointed to that position, but the Publis
Service (‘fommissioner went through the office
and he was not prepared at that time to
recommend that Mr. Daley should bhe
appointed Deputy Registrar, although he did
recommend a substantial increase in his
sslary., Clertainly Mr. Daley has to do respon-
sible work in the absence of the Registrar
nnd also in conjunction with the Registrar.
I further recognise that the Registrar of
Friendly Societies. as Registrar-General under
the new nolicy of the Government, may have
ta visit other portions of the State—because.
if he wants to do his work properly, he
cannot do it if he is confined to the Brisbana
office—and, if it Is found necessary for Mr.
Porter to be away from his office more fra-
quently in the future than in the past, it may
he necessary to appoint a Deputy Registrar
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of Friendly Societies. Therefore I shall go
into the matter again with a view to ascer-
taining whether it would not be advisable
to appoint Mr. Daley Deputy Registrar of
Friendly Societics.

Item (Friendly Socicties) agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY DRAFTSMAN.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Fiinders): I beg to move—
“That £750 be granted for ° Parlia-
mentarv Draftsman.” ”
Item agreed to.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders): 1 beg to move—

“That £10.470 be granted for ‘ Regis-
trar-General.”

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The hon. member-
for Gregory yesterday stated that he believed
that the figures supplied to us with regard
to wealth production in Queensland were
guesswork. I disagree with that statement,
which was, in my opinion, a reflection upon-
the Registrar-General. For a number of
vears the Registrar-General has compiled
figures In connection with the wealth produc-
tion of this State, and those figures have
Leen quoted from time to time in different
parts of the Commonwealth. It would be just
as correct for me to say that the ““Common-
wealth Year Book ” is guesswork. I think
rhat the Registrar-General is to be compli-
mented on the good work he is doing in that
direction. The compilation of the ‘“ ABC of
Queensland Statistics >’ is a credit to him.
I would advise the Attorney-General, how-
ever, that there is a long way to go yet in
connection with statistics dealing with wealth
production and with those who get the wealth
after it is produced. I remember when Mr.
Coghlan was Government statistician in New
South Wales that on one occasion he gave us
a lot of figures in connection with the wealth
production in that State, and showed who got
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the wealth after it had been produced. Any-
one who reads the works of Sir Leo
Chiozza-Moner and other English statis-

ticians knows that those writers attempt to-
give the wealth production, and to show who
gets the wealth after it is produced. I want
the Attorney-General to move in that direc-
tion in connection with the Registrar-
General’s Department. It has been said by
one of the greatest thinkers who ever lived
that in the future the science of government
will be one of statistics. The hon. member
for Gregory last night rerferred to a Bill
that would shortly be coming before this
Chamber providing for the creation of a
hoard of trade to function in connection with
the Arbitration Act, by which statistics will
be collected in matters appertaining to the
fixation of wages, prices, and so forth. That
proves to me that to some extent we are
drifting in the direction when the science of
government will be to a great extent in the
direction of collecting statistics to show
where we are really going. I compliment the
Registrar-General on the good work he is
doing. If there are not sufficient funds at
Lis disposal to carry out all I have outlined,
the funds should be piaced at his disposal.
1t would be better for members of Parlia-
ment and the public in general to know
more about matters pertaining to the welfare
of the community.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flindsrs): The interesting and
important question raised by the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen in relation to the statistics
with regard to wealth compiled by the Regis-
irar-General’s Department is one to which
I have given a good deal of thought. It is
<mly fair to say, after having heard the
remarks of the hon. member for Gregory last
night, to which the hon. member for Bowen
refers, that I think the hon. member for
Gregory was substantially right. (Hear,
Diear!}) I have frequently been at a loss to
understand some of the statements I have
heard about national wealth and wealth pro-
duction. I have myself taken a special
interest in this matter during the last six
months, as the question of wealth produec-
‘tion has been debated in many quarters, and
I remember ringing up the Registrar-General
on the subject. I knew the answer I would
get, but I thought I would test the matter,
as he was the highest statistical authority
in the State. I said, “ You have seen those
figures regarding wealth production pub-
lished by various authorities, such as the
Ticonomic Commission and others?  and he
said * Yes.” I said “ Can you tell me
whut the surplus value wealth of the State
3?7 Of course, he had to admit that be
could not give it accurately. There is no
wreater fallacy than to conclude that, because
we sce a pile of figures showing & wealth
production of, say, £60,000,000 in a year,
the country is £60,000,000 the richer. Take
mining, in which I am particularly interested.
The statistics may show that the wealth pro-
duction 1s £5,000,000, but that does not leave
Queensland £5,000,000 richer. It may leave
‘Queensland £500,600 poorer, because it may
take £5,500,000 to produce that amount of
wealth.

The SECRETARY FOR Mines: It costs £6 per
ounce to produce our gold.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What we
want to get at, and what we ought to have,
and what I believe we shall have as a result
of the Bill to which the hon. member for
Bowen referred—he wants it just as much as
I do, and 1 want it just as much as he does—
is a Bureau of Statistics by which we can
get not only the value of any commaodity
produced in a vear but also the surplus
value; in other words, a national balance-
sheet showing the profit and loss for the
vear. We shall then see the profit made
by the State—it may be £10,000,000 or it
may be £5,000,000—and then we can appor-
tion it between the State, the employers, and
the employees.

Mr. Wer: Will
watered capital?

The ATTORNLY-GENERAL: Certainly.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): After fifty years
of self-government, after the Chamber has
becn voting money year after year for
s Registrar-General’s Department—£10,180
last year and £10,470 this year—it was regret-
ful to.me to hear the Minister say he had to
agrce with the hon. member for Gregory
that the compilation of figures supplied to
members of Parliament, on which we have
to base arguments, is guesswork. If that is
so, the whole department should be wiped
out and something better placed in its stead.
I am just as well acquainted with the sur-
plus wealth values as most men, and I say
that the figures of the Registrar-General in
regard to wealth production are fairly
accurate. If we take the income tax returns

vou deal then with
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and look up the income figures, which we
call surplus value, and find that there is an
increase this year over last vear, we can
reckon that the wealth of the State has
increased in somewhat similar proportion.

The SEcRETARY rOorR MINEs: Profits are
surplus wealth.

Mr. COLLINS: If what the Minister says
is correct, this department is not up-to-date.
There is no guarantee that even the Board
of Trade will not work on guesswork,
instead of getting down to bedrock. What
do we pay men in the Registrar-General’s
Department for? If their statistics are not
correct, the Minister in charge is responsible;
but I say that they ought to be correct and
not guesswork. —

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not the
question.

Mr. COLLINS: They are put there to
compile the statistics of this State—amongst
them, the wealth production of the State—
and, if it is not being done properly, then
it is the Minister’s duty to see that it is
done properly and that correct figures are
supplied to us. We should have the correct
figures supplied to us. In the future when
I get wup and quote the Registrar-General
hon. members opposite will be quite justified
In saying “* Guesswork.” Where is this going
to lead to when, after fifty years of self-
government in Queensland, a Minister of the
Crown has to admit in connection with the
compilation of some of our statistics that it
13 merely guesswork ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, ZFlinders): It is only fair to the
Registrar-General and his staff that no false
impression should get abroad regarding the
office and the capacity of the Registrar-
General. 8o far as the machinery provided
permits, he does his work as well and as
effectively as any man could do it. I say
there is no Registrar-General's Department
in Australia that provides the information
desired by the hon. member for Bowen
regarding the surplus value. The Common-
wealth Statistician’s Department does not
provide that information, as hon. members
will realise on perusing the  Official Vear
Book.” The real test of wealth production
is to find what it costs to produce that wealth,
and, as I said before. if we produce
£10,000,000 worth of wealth, we must know
what it has cost to produce that amount so
as to arrive at the surplus value or profit.
If in a mining field it costs £4,000,000 to
preduce £3,500,000 worth of mineral, there
is no surplus value but a loss. We must
arrive at the cost of production in each indus-
try, aggregate the Josses and the profits, and
then take out a national balance-sheet which
will reveal to us the profit or surplus value.
I admit that we have not that necessary
mechinery, and it is time thai we did have
it. If the new Board of Trade is to be of
any benefit at all and is worth creating, it
must have a bureau established with the
machinery necessary to provide that informa-
fion. I quite agree with the hon. member
for Bowen in that.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): The
hon. member for Bowen and the Minister
have opened up a subject which the further
they pursue the more they will find it leads
to considerable difficulties. If we are to
obtain the information desired, it cannot be
ascertained by the expenditure of anything
like £10,000. XLast November I was in

Mr. Roberts.]
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North Queensland and asked certain ques-
tions with regard to the mining industry,
and I knew that it would be next to impos-
sible to ascertain the true surplus value in
that industry. I do not know whether the
hon. member for Bowen knows that. How
could vou arrive at the true cost of produc-
tion to enable the Registrar-General to ssy
what is the true surplus value? I found in
the North that different railway freight con-
cessions were allowed to men fossicking and
working small shows that were not payable
propositions and could not be made payabre
propositions. These concessions were made
merely to give the miners a chance to exist.
If those miners were to furnish returns show-
ing the amounts obtained for the mineral
and the cost of production, the balance would
not be the real surplus wealth. It would be
found that the State was paying about 75
per cent. of the cost of production, and that
would not be considered at all. The miner
could furnish a return showing only the
amount received for the mineral and the
amount paid in producing that mineral. I
would not have been able to obtain this
information had I not been a member of the
Public Works Commission and found it neces-
sary to ask certain questions concerning the
mining industry. It will be impossible for
the Registrar-General to supply the true infor-
mation in that respect, consequently the
re-urn will not show the true mineral wealth
of the Stute.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Some receive a
75 per cent. rebate on the freight.

Mr. ROBERTS : That means that the State
is finding that 75 per cent. The State is
caryving those minerals on the railways for
75 per cent. less than it actually costs the
Railway Department. That is only one
instance of the kind of information the
Registrar-General will receive, and the infor-
r1ation in other cases will be similarly unreli-
able. I know something of ths informstion
the Registrar-General receives from time to
time in connection with the various indusiries
in Queensland, and I can imagine what it
would cost to arvive at the correct position.
The men meking returns arrive at the infor-
mation by pure guesswork. That is what
ithe hon. member for Bowen referred to. A
let of the information sent to the Registrar-
(tencral is guesswork. Take our manufac-
tures. The manufacturers set out that the
goods are worth a certain sum, and invari-
ably forward different information to the
other side of the world as to what they cost.
If the whole position were gone into, it would
require a staff altogether different from what
the Registrar now has. It is not that the
staff is not competent to do the work, but
it would mean the employment of consider-
ably more men to secure the information
niccessary.

Ttem (Registrar-General) agreed %o,

SHERIFF.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—
“That £10,460 be granted for
¢ Sheriff.” »?
Item.agreed to.
SUPREME COURTS.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): 1 beg to move—
“That £174980 be granted for

¢ Supreme Courts.”

[Myr. Roberts.
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Mr. KING (Logan): I notice that no
appropriation is asked for the Registrar of
vhe Supreme Court of the Southern division.
ITas anything been done with respect to
s#ppointing a Registrar?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) : The Registrar was vetired
last year on reaching the age limit, and Mr.
Wennedy, the Deputy Registrar, has been
appointed Acting Registrar. We <hought it
wise not to make a permanent apwnintment
until Mr., Kennedy had an opportunity of
showing how he shaped. If he :hapes all
right, he will probably get the position,
otherwise he will not.

Item (Supreme Court) agreed to.

TITLES.
The ATTORNLEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg o move—
 That £22,150 be granted for * Titles." ™
Item agreed to.

DEPARTMENT OF MIXNES.
CHIEF OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINGES (Hon.
A J Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“ That £17,955 be granted for ¢ Chief
Office.”

The sum asked for last year was £17,415.
Altbough the expenditure last year was only
£15,463 7s. 10d., we require the exira amount
asked for because there are certain awloratic
increases, and, although the amount may not
e whollx expended, we anticipate at. present
+hat this sum will be required.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 1 am
not an authority on mining, but since this vote
went through last year I have had an oppor-
tunitv of seeing some of the difficulties under
which men in North Queensland are delving
for gold, silver, lead. and other metals.
Huving seen the country and the conditions
under which those men werk my sympathy
goes out to them. 1 do not mean to the
men who put in 10s. or £1 with the objec
of taking out £10 or £15 from the investment.
These miners go out to such places as Mount
Jen, where the climate is anything but satis-
factory, and are mining under conditions
which, when I think of all we have done for
miners, did not scem to be at all satisfactory.
They go down a mine over 100 feet, work in
the small rises in the shafts, and they lpok as
if they had just come out of a swimming
pool.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
down?

Ar. ROBERTS: I did. I would not have
felt it right to have gone North and not seen
the conditions under which those men work.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : How far did you
go down? .

Mr. ROBERTS: As far as it was nossible
1 saw some of the places where even the
Secretary for Mines has not been.

Mr. Dase: How did you go down?

Mr. ROBERTS: By bucket and ladder,
just the same as the miners.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What authority
have you for saying that I did not go down?
I have gone down every mine in Queensland.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am very glad to hear
that the hon. gentleman did go down. I

Did you g2
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now he had considerable difficulty in getting
back to the surface in some instances. I am
not speaking in any heroic sense. I did not
go to conquer, but merely to see. I am
satisfied that, if anything can be done to
assist those men who are trying to make good
in extracting our precious metals, it should
he done. Having seen the conditions undev
which those men work I view the matier in
rather a different light. Perhaps I have not
that symnathy in a true mining sense, because
I hold that everv £1 worth of metal we
recover costs us 255. I was astonished to find
what is being done, generally speaking,
“ under the cush,” if you like to put it so.
T do not mean that there is anything dis-
honourable about it, but the fact iz those
things are being done. and the great majority
of our people and legislators do not even
know they are being done. Huge quantities
of ore are being carried for 600 odd miles
over our railways at a rebate of 75 per cent.
on the regular freights, and, in addition, we
subsidise mining. It would be better if we
found some other employment for those men
and subsidised tham in some industry that
would ultimately be more successful than
mining. I saw in some of those districts—
not just in the mining belts, but adjacent to
them—very fine stretches of country, and [
am glad that I had the opportunity of seeing
them. I recognise that Queensland is a vast
country. and what struck me most
5 pm.] forcibly when in the Northera
part of the State were the verv
fine stretches of water there. Seeing Southern
Queensland as I have seen it. T did not expect
to find water in such aburdanre in the various
watercourses in the North. I hope we shall
find a method of populating North Queens-
land, but I do rot krow that we are going
to do it very successfullv through mining. T
rose to nav a compliment to those men, and
to sav that there are good indications as far
as Mount Tsa is concerned. Mount Isa mav
make good., and I onlv hope it will for the
sake of the men engaged in the industry,
and for the sake of Queensland.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I am
very glad that the hon. member for East
Toowoomba has had the opportunity of see-
ing something of the northern part of the
State. and of seeing what the conditions are
like there. If men working 100 feet below
the surface excite his sympathv in the way
he snid it did. what would he feel in regard
to the men in Charters Towers ard other
places, who were compelled to work at much
greater depths? Hon. members represent-
ing mining districts have known for a verv
long time past that the men engaged in
mining deserved all the assistance and help
that thev mav have got. If the hon. mem-
her’s sympathy goes out to these men, he
certainly cannot take exception to the sub-
sidy granted to working miners. They have
to put in £1 of their own labour for everr
£1 they receive from the Mines Departmert,
and thev carn every penny of it. It has
always been said that it costs a great deal
more to produce gold than the «¢old 'is
actuallv worth: but I have never vet scen
snybody who has been able to give any
figures that could be accepted as bhoing
reliable. If it is an actual fact that an
ounce of gold, which is worth £4 2s. 6d., costs
£6 to produce, and that this is the actual cost
all along the line, then we can ouly regard
ourselves as a lot of idiots for producing it.
The fact that we do not kunow the actual
cost and cannot ge} the actual cost of pro-

{8 OcToBER.)

Supply. 1151

duction of any of our products goes to show
that we are in the dark to a very large
extent. It is only when our produects are
lumped together, and we see them in the
shape of exports, that we have the slightest
idea of what our products are actually worth.
and whether we are producing more than we
can consume; and, when we take into con-
sideration the fact that we are not merely
living on what we produce, but that we are
borrowing money and expending borrowed
money, it only tends to make the question
more involved., If we could get statistics
clearly setting out our wealth production,
and what it costs to prodyce, it certainly
would be a very fine guide to us from a
statistical point of view.

Whilst mining is not the important
industry in North Queensland that it has
bern in times gone by, at the same time I
amn one of those who do not belicve that
Queensland is worked out as a mining State,
I believe that the time will come when we
shall see mining flourish again—that new
fields will be discovered, and a fresh impetus
given to mining.

I notice that the Under Secretary for
Mines refers to Lawn Hill in his report,
"That was one of the fields which was very
prominent in my first session in Parliament.
1t was one of the places to which a syndicate
railway was going to be made, and there
was a division of opinion in regard to it.
From that time until a year or two ago we
heard little or nothing about Lawn Hill.
It is labouring under the same disability
as many of the other mining fields in Queens-
land in being isolated and too far away
from a railway and port, which makes the
questicn of transport a very difficult one
to solve. There are quite a number of these
mining fields which would be good proposi-
tions if they were handy to ports: but.
when you have to carry products to and
from the mines over a distance of. 500 miles,
it becomes a difficult proposition. The fact
that the Government have given rebates to
the companies working the mines is evidence
that they have been trying to help the
mining industry all round.

Some hon. members appear to have some
doubt on the subject, but there is no industry
which will have the effect of increasing
population as quickly as the mining industry.
The discovery of a new mining field any-
where in Queensland of anything like devent
area would incresse population quicker than
anyone can imagine. I am quite of opinion
that in the days to come we shall see mining
ields discovered ard a large population
in those localities.

T am glad to notice that there is an increase

of £6.000 in the vote “In Aid of Mining.”
The previous vote has been fairly and judi-
ciouslv spent. At the present time there
are one or two cfforts being made in con-
nection with private mining in Charters
Towers and adjacent districts, and T am hope-
ful that some of the monev given as a
subsidy in that direction will bring about
good results.

Owing to the increase in the ccst of labour
and material, cost of insurance, and increase
in general working expenses. it is a very
difficult matter to make mining propositions
rav. I find that mv voice will not hold
out, and I am afraid that I shall not be able
to sav all that I would like to say, so I just
say that the Mines Department has done its
level best in the interests of the mining
industry, including goldmining.

Mr Winstanley.]
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\Ir. PETERSON (¥ormanby): On perus- Mr. PETERSON: By adopting a certain

ing **The Queensland Government Mining
Journal,” T noticed some figures in regard
to the four coalmines in my electorate. At
the Balmoral colliery at Blackwater, owned
by Mr. Fraser, the output for the month of
July was 1,050 tons, and it is stated that
seven men have been employed on the sur-
face and fourteen men below. The produc-
tion for the same month of the Styx State
colliery was 668 tons, and of the Bowman
State colhe1y 1,074 tons, or a total of 1,742
tons; so that Mr Fraser, with his twenty-
one men, has been able to get out practically
the same quantity of coal at the Balmoral
colliery as the State authorities at the Bow-
man mine during the same period, although
I suppose one could say that at the Bowman
colliery there are at least seventy or eighty
men.

The SecreTARY FoR Mines: Forty-five men,

The HoMeE SECRETARY: It may mean that
developmental work is going on there.

Mr. PETERSON : It may be the result of
that. I know that three shafts are operating
—the Styx, the Bowman, and the Hartley—
but the “ Mining Journal figures show that
the output is considerably below what might
be expected. Perhaps ‘the accident which
took place some time ago may have had
semething to do with it; but if the figures
are misleading we should know it, because
there is a big discrepancy.

The SecrETARY roR Mings: The number of
men in coalmining is regulated by the diffi-
culty of mining the coal and the width of the
seam,

Mr. PETERSON : I understand from the
‘ Mining® Journal 7 that the wvalue of the
Styx River coal is about £1 per ton and of
the Baralaba coal about 16s. 6d. per ton.
It would be interesting to know whether the
demand for the Styx River coal is less than
anticipated by the hon. gentleman when it
was first opened. I am hoping that the Min-
ister will be able to get rid of the whole of
the output, because it has been going for 2
number of years and should now certainly be
showing a profit; and, if the hon. gentleman
is able to dispose of his coal at £1 a ton,
which is a good price, the balance should
certainly be on the right side of the ledger.

We listened the other day to a most inter-
osting speech by the hon. gentleman regard-
ing the necessity for building up secondary
industrics.  One of the main factors in
secondary industry is that it should secure
fuel at the lowest possible price compatible
with the observance of Arbitration Court
awards. At the Styx River I understand
there are coal measures on Crown lands, and
I am led to believe that the «department
refuses to allow anybody to take up an area
because it would then have opposition to the
Styx mine.

At 517 pm.,

The CEBAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. PETERSON: If this area above the
Siyx coalmine were opened up, it would be
rossible to supply coal to the Mackay sugar-
mlllq at bs. a ton less than is bem@ charged
by the department to-day, and anything that
will belp” to bring about reduction in the
cost of production will enable those who arve
subject to the Arbitration Court awards %o
pay an increased wage to the men in the
industry.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : How could they
~upply the coal at 5s. a ton less?

[Hr. Peferson.

system of working. They would have to
prove that later on, and probably they would
not be able to prove it as well as the hon.
gentleman. I am merely pointing out the
fact that at the Blackwater coalmine, after
openmg that mine five years after the Styx
mine was opened, Mr. Fraser is able to pro-
duce such an amount of coal with the number
of men I have mentioned.

The SeECrETARY FOR MINEs: Where does he
sell his coal?

Mr. PETERSON: I understand that he
sells a good deal round Rockhampton, and
I think the Railway Department takes some
of it. T know that he 1s able to dispose of

all the coal he is able to mine. I am
hoping that in the near future the Styx mine
will show a profit. There is no reason why
the field should not be made a succoss. We
have been having deficit after deficit, and,
unless the Minister is able to place the mnine
on a paying basis, I do not think it is a
fair thing to compete with people who have
to pay income tax, comply with awards, and
help to build up the industries of the State.
Unfortunately, owing to the temporary closure
of Mount Morgan, the Baralaba field is not
working to its full capacity. I am hoping
that Mount Morgan—with the aid of the
Government, if necessary—will be able to
recommence operations, thus tending to
«reater development of the coal measures at
Raralaba. I am not so much interested in
the closure of Mount Morgan as the Home
Secretary; but my electorate takes in the
suburbs of Mount Morgan, consequently I
am interested in about 800 men In my elec-
iorate. Although the mine is closed down
for the time being, I hope the Minister will
use his best endeavours—I know {he Home
Secretary is doing all he possibly can—to
bring about a condition of affairs whereby
ihe bulk of the Mount Morgan men will be
uhsorbed by the various local authorities
instead of drawing the sustenance allowance.
I am sure that the bulk of the men wili be
pleased to receive that amount in the shape
of weekly wages from the different shire
councils for services performed. I understand
that the miners have put forward that sug-
gestion, and I hope the Government wili do
their utmost to enable the men to be absorbed
by the different local authorities in road
work. 1 do not mean that they should be
absorbed on expensive road work requiring a
tremendous amount of material, bat where
the maximum amount can be expended for
the least amount of material requived. If
that is done, then a considerable amount in
sustenance fees will be saved, and the men
will be able to perform a service in return
for the money. Whilst this may not be a
very important matter, I think it is a phase
that should be considered. When a body of
nien lose their employment they deserve some
consideration; and that consideration can be
sfown in ways different from granting rail
way passes to cnable the workers to seek
employment throughout Queensland. After
all, it is a pretty hard job to find work at
manual labour in Prisbans or any other part
of Queensland. The Government are not now
called upon to subsidise Mount Morgan to
the extent of £60,000 per annum, and, if it
were possible to loan that money or a porsion
of it to the various local authorities in the
interests of the unemployed workers, it would
be money wisely expended. We have heard
over and over again that the unemployed man
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is not an asset to the State. It has been cal-
culated that an employed man is an economi-
cal asset to the State of £300 per annum.

The SECREFARY FOR AGRICULTURE: So long
as he is engaged in social and necessary
work.

Mr. PETERSON: I agree with the hon.
gentleman. He will also agree that there
are any amount of roads not only in and
around Brisbane, but in and around Rock-
hampton and elsewhere, which are sadly
in need of an overhaul, and it would be good
repreductive work to help the local authori-
ties to get these roads put in order. The
expenditure of money in sustenance is a good
thing, because it helps workers who are
unemployed to keep their wives and families
from starvation; but at the same time it
is not sufficient to keep their wives and
families, together with thsemselves. in a
reasonable state of comfort. If the Govern-
ment have been able for the past five or six
years to subsidise the Mount Morgan Gold
Mining Company to the extent of £65,000
annually, why not earmark some of that
money this year and give it to the local
authorities in the Rockhampton area, or in
other areas, to absorb the miners who will
be unemployed until the Mount Morgan mine
is recpened? I am not casting any reflec-
tions upon the Home Sccretary, who repre-
sents Mount Morgan. I know that he has
been, like myself, besieged with requests, and
has done his best to overcome the difficulties
now cenfronting the men at Mount Morgan,
but, as the representative of the area adjacent
to Mount Morgan, I hope that something will
be done to overcome the temporary disioca-
tion of work at Mount Morgan on the lines
I have indicated. T hope that the Minister
in reply will give us good news in regard to
the Styx coalmine and its future develop-
ment.,

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I want to bring
before the Minister some of the difficulties
under  which  coalmining operations are
being carried on in the southern parts of
Queensland, and to ask his consideration of
the matters I shall bring before his notice
in order that we may improve the lot of
those engaged in the coalmining industry.
I have information which has been supplied
through the courtesy of the secretary of the
Colliery Proprietors’ Council, Mr. Thomas,
and also through the secretary of the Colliery
Employees’ TUnion, Mr. Phillips. Mr.
Phillips is in Sydney, but has obtained
information for me in connection with the
matters I desire to put before the Commit-
tee, and ask the Minister to see that some-
thing is done in respect of them. In the first
place, I wish to deal with the great dis-
ability under which the coalmining industry
is suffering owing to the shortage of coal
wagons and the lack of efficient coal-loading
appliances at our ports. I understand that
the Railway Department has placed orders
for about 1.000 new wagons, not solely for
coal-carrying, but I am afraid that the con-
necting of the Northern Railway system—
although excelfent from many points of
view—will continue to seriously affect the
Southern district for many years, due to the
fact that coal wagons, both fat« and hoppers,
are sent far greater distances than formerly.
At the present time it requires at least 2,000
more wagons than formerly to carry on our
coal industry and ensure an efficient wagon
service, as other industries are .gradually
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expanding and using more wagons. The
Minister controls several mines, and he
knows that this difficulty exists. e should,
therefore, take steps to have the trouble
remedied.

Mr. Thomas has pointed out to me that
there are two proposals by which the coal-
mining industry can be assisted. His first
proposai is by the alleviation of the truck
shortage; and, secondly, the provision of
better coal-loading appliances at the port.
I de not intend to deal with the first pro-
posal now. I shall refer to it when the
Estimates of the Railway Department are
being considered. The seccnd question of
providing more efficient coal-loading facili-
ties is a matter that the Minister might take
up, as by spending more money in this direc-
tion some of the serious effects of the truck
shortage can also be eliminated. The electric
crane at the Woolloongabba wharf, although
mechanically efficient, is not now of much
use so far as the loading of ships ex crane
is concerned. The reason for that is that the
big shipz do not come up to the Woolloon-
gabba wharf, consequently the crane at the
Woolloongabba wharf is used only to load
lighters, Those lighters take the coal to the
ship’s side, and it is then carted by the coal
workers into the ship in baskets. The pro-
posal is that ancther crane should be erected
at deep water, so0 that the coal may go direct
o the side of the ship and be loaded theve.
I have information to show that that can be
done and loading facilities supplied at a very
reasonable cost. I have gone to the trouble
of obtaining information from other direc-
tions, as well as from Mr. Thomas, and have
quite a lot of photographs of the facilities in
use at Newecastle. I also have information
as to the number of cranes used there and
the work done by the department in New
South Wales to provide facilities for the
loading of coal at Newcastle.

They have twenty-three cranes there of a
capacity of 15 tons each—they do not believe
in having cranes of a greater capacity than
15 tons. On the Bowen wharf we have a
crane of 20-ton capacity, but there we have
sn excess capacity which will be lying idle,
as the crane is bigger than we need. It is
unneccssary to exceed 15 tons, because the
bogies and wheels are not lifted; only the
super-structure is lifted, and it takes the
wagon with the coal in it. Those cranes lift
11 or 12 tons of coal quite casily and put it
into the bins or vessel, as the case may be.
I have not time just now to give full details
as to each of the cranes at Newcastle, but
the lifting capacity of each is 15 tons. Four
or five of the movable cranes can load
simultaneously a ship on either side and at
a very quick rate. It is no use putting a
proposal before the Chamber and asking that
we snould put up a crane or provide loading
facilities at the port of Brisbane without
giving hon. members some idea of the cost
of those facilities. I would like the Secre-
tary for Mines to go into the matter of
whether 1t is advisable to erect another
clectrically driven crane, or whether it would
be advisable to adopt the system adopted in
the Balmain colliery in Sydney Harbour.
There they have erected bins for the purpose
of holding 4,000 or 5,000 tons of coal. From
those bins they have erected an up-to-daie
conveyor belt with loading gear capable of
lifting that belt up to any height required
and loading a vessel expeditiously—much
more so than the cranes, even when they are
operating continually.

Mr. Qledson.]
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Mr. Willis, vice-president of the New South
‘Wales Executive, obtained this information
for me—

“ West Side Basin, Electric Cranes.—
The cost of the six 15-ton electrically
driven cranes evected at this location was
£76,130 17s. complete, or an average of
£12,690 each, These were the latest
crancs erected at Newcastle.”

That shows the cost is not excessive, and
they could be built almost totally of material
obtained in Australia. The Balmain colliery
is at present working a conveyor-loading
belt, and that is the system which I suggest
the Minister should inquire into and see if
we cannot adopt it in the port of Brisbane
to deal with our coal business.

The following informaticn was obtained by
Mr. Willis from the manager of the Balmain
colliery : —

The actual cost of the belting is £7 10s. per
foot, the cost of the bins is about £3 por ton,
and the sliding gear for the purpose o
leading ships costs about £8,000. A 5.000-ton
bin would cost £15,000; the sliding gear,
£8,000: 159 feet of beltlnﬂ"—vvhl(’h would ba
ample for all 1Lqu1rements~—~:b1 125; wharfage
accommodation, £10,000; or a total of
£34,125 to erect similar Ioading faciiities to

what they have at the Balmain

[5.30 p.m.] colliery, which are the finest
known. That is not a very
great cost to provide facilities for \work

ing a big industry such as we have her
The folxowmg table will give some idea of
the importance of the trade in Brishane:—

VESSELS ENTERED AT THE PORT OF
Brispane v 1924,

NUMBER OF

No. of

Vessels, i Tons
|
Number of Foreign Vessels ... 875 |
Tonnage of Foreign Vessels .. l 1, 644 059
Number of }Lterstﬂte Vessels .. 455 |
fonnage of Tnterstate Ves . ’ 888,619
Number of Interstate V. 372 | .
Tonnage of Inferstate Ve . i )47 861
. 1,207 | 3,080,300
- ! SR
£
Value of imports, 1924 10,266,617
Value of exports, 1924 ... 17,454,963

Total value of exports and
imports, Brisbane, 1924 .. £27.721,530
Quantity of coal taken as bunkers from
Brisbane in the year 1924 = 124,794
tons,

That was all the coal that was taken through
the port of Brisbane, although that number
of vessels came in and that tonnage left
BRrisbane.

This is approximately 100 tons per ship per
annum, or, 4% tons of coal for each £1,000 in
value of imports and exports combined.

In 1914 the quantity taken as bunkers from
Brisbanc totalled 259,299 tons, so that instead
of progressing in ten years, the coal industry
has lost 134,505 tons per annum of its bunker

trade, and approximately 75,000 tons per
annum of its export trade, a total loss of
approximately 210,000 tons per annum. That
is attributable to our lack of loading facilities
in the port of Brisbane for dealing with our
coal. I have quite a number of pa.itmulars

[Mr. Qledson.
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in regard to the coal dealt with, which make
very interesting reading 1 —

QuantITY OF COAL SHIPPED FROM
‘WOOLLOONGABBA.

twelve months ended 30th June, 1913,
to 1925.

Twelve months ended 30th June—
Bunker Coal.

For

Year. Tons.

1913 230,544

1914 259,299

1915 207,609

1916 147,457

1917 169,767

1918 151,150

1919 112,060

1920 112,614

1921 171,253

1922 135,925

1923 153,883

1924 136,467

1925 117,390
Showing that dmmv the Iatter years our
bunker trade in Bmsbane has cdecrcased,

although the vessels visiting the port have
been inereasing both in number and tonnage,
and now we are practically losing the trade
aHogether.

Another matter I would like to refer to
while on this™ question is the fact that the

vessels which come here have had some
consideration from the Government. A
rebate has been given in every port of

Queensland by the Government for the pur-
pose of trying to induce vessels to take a
greater quantity of coal. Vessels taking over
300 tons of coal have had a rebate of 9d. per
ton in coannection with harbour dues to
induce them to take a greater quantity of
coal, but even that has not achieved the
object in view. As the shipping companies
point out, the coal has to be sent by rail to
the railway wharf at South Brisbane, where
it is put into lighters. It is then taken down
to the side of the boat, put into baskets, and
hoisted up by a crane. Then it is tipped
into the hold out of those baskets. Apart
from the cost of putting it into the vessels, it
costs 5s. a ton more than if it were put over
a convevor belt or over the electric crane.
That is an additional burden of 5s. a ton
which we have to meet in the port of Bris-
bane because of the lack of facilities in load-
ing the coal. No industry could carry that
burden, and the coal industry certainly can-
not carry the additional burden. It will be
necessary for us to provide facilities for the
loading of the coal expeditiously. As the
Secretary  for Mines knows, the coal in
Queensland in nearly every case is of a
friable nature, and the hon. gentlernan finds
quite a lot of dlfﬁcultv himself in getting rid
of the small coal or the slack coal, as the
case may be. That can only be got over by
reducing the handling. Hvery time you
handle the coal you increase the amount of
slack coal, dross, or dust that is in the coal.
If we can do away with two or three hand-
lings in putting the coal into the bunkers,
we shall not only be able to supply it
cheaper but to pub a better article on the
market. I have already placed before the
Committee information showing the efficacy
of our coal for bunkering purposes. That is
what we want to do at the pressnt time in
the port of Brisbane. I am not dealing now
with other ports, because that matter is a far
greater one. The coal business at Rock-
hampton and Bowen depends upon a big
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export trade. It is no use thinking that we
can carry on successfully a business in Bowen,
Rockhampton, and the Styx River coal unless
we can find an outside market for the coal,
where we can sell it at a price above the
o3t of production. It is no good producing
coal or any other mineral unless we can
obtain for 1t more than it costs to produce.
But that is a question which will take longer
to deal with than the time I have at my
disposal.

I want to ask the Minister to go fully into
these matters, and consider the advisability
of providing proper facilities for the pur-
pose of putting our coal into the vessels and
of selling it at a rate at which it will be
readily purchased. Work has been going on
for some time in the direction of providing
additional facilities in this direction, but it
is not yet completed. I find that £180,000 odd
has already been spent for the purpose of pro-
viding facilities for the loading of coal at
Bowen. It is not going to cost anything
like that at Brisbane, if we put up loading
facilities there.

3Ir. Coruins: The jetty cost a good deal
of that.

Mr. GLEDSON: I am glad to understand
that the cost of the jetty, which was a large
amount, is included in that sum, because I
was surprised that it should De so large.
When we take into consideration the {fact
that for £8,000 we can get coallifting gear
surh as that at Balmain collisry, with cranes
and electric winches—or, at any rate, of a
size which should give the industry a helping
bhand—it does not seem a big irem. The bins
woeuld enable us to store 5,000 tons of coal,
and we could load it into vessels up to that
Hmit. If a vessel cama in for 2,000 or 3.009
tons of coal, there would alwavs be sufficient
on hand to supply the order. The coal would
bo taken along the converor or the belt and
auromatically weighed befors it went into
the vessel and the weight recorded, s that
v would know exactly how much coal was
Leing supplied. With the winches included.
sderstand that such a coal-loading plant
at at Balmain could bLe cbtained for
09, and T hope the Minister will go into
thoe matter and see that it is provided to
ezable us to help the industry in the southern
part of Queensland. - That equipment would
ot allow us to go into the export business,
it weuld cnable us to secure thn lesiti-
> business of coaling vessels which call in

this port, and would keep the men in the
southern part of Queensiand fully employed.
Not only would it give the miners in the
Southern districts of Queensland a decent
wage—they would then be able to get per-
heps ten days a fortnight instead of two or
three days a week and would get better
wages than for vears past—but it would also

ble our railways to pay handsomely,
Izrause I believe that they get better profit
out of coal than out of any other kind of
freight. At the present time about five out
of every twelve vessels which come to the
rort take bunker coal, and, if we were able
to get the other seven, there would be no
difficulty in keeping the miners going full
time. We could send the coal down to Bris-
bane, store it somewhere—perhaps opposite
Pinkenba—load it intc the vessels by up-to-
date means. and so get the business which we
are entitled to, and which would enable the
mines to get cnough trade to keep going., I
sppeal to the Minister for his assistance in
. the matter.

+
T
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Mr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers):
T am glad that the hon. member for East
Toowoomba, as a member of the Royal Com-
mission on Public Works, had the oppor-
tunity to go to Mount Isa and go down some
of the mines there and see the conditions
under which the miners work. Those condi-
tions are a thousand times better than the
conditions under which the men worked in
mines prior to 1915 under ihe Government
which he sot behind. As vou know. Mr.
Pollock—you have worked in the Brilliant
Extended—the men on onc occasion objected
to cne of the shift bosses, and they came
out cn strike until that shift boss was
dismissed and botrer conditions for the
men in the minc were brought about.
That was under a Liberal Government. The
hon. member for East Toowcomba and the
hon. member for Burnett should have visited
the mines of Charters Towers and Gympie
prior to 1915 and gone below to see the con-
ditions under which the men worked. The
Government of that day were responsible
for the number of miners’ phthisis cases.
Those cases have been reduced by seven-
tenths since 1915. The cascs were due to
Pbad ventilation. The ventilation was so bad
that the men had to return to the surface
after working three or four bours. In cer-
tain mines the levels were bricked up so
that other mines could not get ventilation.
At that time the mining inspectors were in
favour of better conditions for the men,
but pressure was brought to bear on the
Government by the shareholders of the com-
panies, with the result that the men could
not obtain fair working conditions. Charters
Towers bas produced £30,000,000 worth of
gold. 1 regret that the gold return for
Australia and Queensland has fallen con-
siderably. At one time Charters Towers
was the premier goldficld of Queensland.
and produced over one-third of the State’s
gold production, but to-day it can boast
only one mine with four men working, and
they are receiving a subsidy from the CGov-
ernment. I cannot complain of the assist-
ance given to the mines of Charters Towers
sinee 1915, but there are some persons on
the ficld who would ask for anything, They
would ask for the moon, onlv they know
they cannot get it. Clark’s Gold Mine in
Charters Towers was a good mine, and I have
it on good authority that the chairman of
directors is proceeding to Brisbane to inter-
view the Minister in an endeavour fo
obtain assistance to re-open the ¢ Black
Jack’” mine at Charters Towers. A public

meeting was called at Charters Towers
attended by the shareholders of Clark’s
Gold Mines and the public, and it was

desided to ask for a certain subsidy. Some
time ago the Government Geologist visited
the field, and I hope his report to the
Minister will be favourable, and that the
Minister will consider the application by
Clark’s Gold Mines and the people of
Charters Towers with a view to renewing
goldmining activities in Charters Towers.
The Government Geologist has also visited
the tin fields in the Herbert electorate. The
companies in that area accepted the
advice of Mr. Saint-Smith, and they have
benefited as the result. Although I have
no great faith in geologists, it turned out
on this occasion that the geologist was right.
There is a little mine, Mount Clear View,
outside Pentland, on which £2,000 has been
spent. Mr., Morton, Government Geologist,
has visited that field, and I believe his

Mr. Wellington.]
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report is favourable. I hope the Minister
will give some assistance to that mine. The
Government Geologist has also  visited
Ravenswood. but I believe the directors there
are not on all-fours as to the operation of
their claim. Mr. Clark will be visiting
Brisbane and will be interviewing the Min.
ister with a view to a subsidy, and I hope
the Minister will offer some assistance.
Mining generally is on the decline. When
the hon. member for Hast Toowoomba was
at Mount Isa the deepest shaft was 160 feet.
He should have gone down some of the old
shafts in Cloncurry, which are about 1,000
feet deep. If it brought the perspiration our
of him at 160 feet, what would it do at
1.000 feet or 4,000 feet? I hope the Min-
ister will give serious consideration to the
question of goldmining and mietalliferous
mining, and give assistance where it is
deserved,

- Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): We were all
interested to hear the speech delivered by the
hon. member for Charters Towers on account
of his valuable knowledge of practical min-
ing, and as one associated with mining for a
number of years. We all deplore very much
indeed the fact that mining generally has
declined. If we had cheaper costs of produc-
tion many of the mining fields now almost
extinet, suchk as Charters Towers and Gymupie,
as well as others too numerous to mention,
could be worked. We all know perfectly well
that Gympie was about the easiest mining
field in Australia to work, and that, owing
to_the conditions under which it was worked,
miners’  phthisis  was  practically non-
existent.

The Srcrerary ror Mixes: You know that
the remedy for the present position in the
mining industry is in better treatment.

Mr. WALKER: I recognise that the
remedy for the present position to a great
extent is in the more cconomical treatment
of the ore-bedies. The cost of producing
gold in the ecarly days of Gympie, according
to returns published about ten vears ago,
was about £2 12s. per ounce. That was in
days when the miner received £2 10s. a week,
when all mining requisites were much cheaper
than they arc to-day, when there were no
excessive workers’ compensation premiums,
and practically no income tax to pay. The
increased costs are such that it is impossible
to work many of our mines profitably to-day.
If we discovered another Gympie to-morrow,
the gold under present conditicns would cost
£6 or £7 an cunce to produce. There is,
therefore, no incentive to the investor to
scarch for new goldfields. Many prospectors
will go ont, as it is their livelihood or amuse-
ment, and you cannot stop them.

Through mining in places like Charters
Towers and Gympie shutting down, we shall
shortly be called upon to deal with a great
problem. The whole of the mines where
operations have ceased are now flooded with
water, and inside a couple of years every
mine will be filled to the surface. Tt will be
a problem almost as great as the prickly-
pear to deal with. The genuine prospector
will be unable to prospect in the old workings.
Fields like Charters Towers now employ
about twenty or thirty men only. That is
not a desirable state of affairs. We must

consider the scientific treatment of ores more._

generally than has been the case in the past.
I am not referring to Gympie, which was
easily worked on account of the gold being
freer in character than on other goldfields,

[Mr. Wellington.
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but to the other fields in Northern Queens-
land. We know that there are other minerals
besides gold in Northern Queensland which
we can exploit and work to advantage; but
we must remember that with regard to silver,
lead, tin, and the other rarer metals, we must
compete with the world’s markets. The
centre of those markets is either London or
America. We must also remember that other
countries are producing the same that we
are doing with black or coolie labour. That
is what I want the Government to remember
when considering the construction of a rail-
way to the Mount Isa field. That railway
will be of very little use except to the Mount
Isa field and the adjacent mineral belt, and
the Government should pause before spend-
ing an enormous amount of money on a line
1o serve a mineral field which will have to
compete in the world’s markets under the
conditions I have mentioned, when we have
many parts of our State where the money
could be spent much more profitably.

Mr. Ryan: The objective of that railway is
(amooweal. It is not proposed to stop ab
Mount Isa.

Mr. WALKER : I recognise that, and hope
that the Government will take into considera-
tion when considering that line how it will
serve the pastoral industry as well as Mount
Isa.

I listened with a great amount of interest
to the speech of the hon. member for Ipswich
with respect to the coalmining industry.
I find that the cost of coal at the pit’s mouth
is 17s. 6d. per ton. That seems high, but it
is not high in comparison with the price of
coal in other parts of the world. The cost
is high when it reaches the ship’s side.
When travelling over the world recently. I
had the pleasure of going into this question,
and I am pleased that the hon. member for
Ipswich has introduced it. The hon. member
made reference to the facilities for loading
coal into the ships’ bunkers, and I can
honestly say from the experience gained im
my travels that in no eountry did I see such
ohsolete methods. for loading coal as we
have in Queensland.

My, Corpixs: You have not seen the new
coaling appliances at Bowen.

Mr. WALKER: Of course they are not
working vet, so they cannot be judged. At
Nyweastle thev have almost the most un-to-
date and effective loading apparatus that T

know of. It is up-to-date, cheap, and
effective.
The SrECRETARY TFOR MiNEs: They use

niggers with baskets at Colombo.

Mr. WALKER: I admit they huve very
poor methods there, due to the industrial
cconomic position. As we are unable to

socure that cheap labour we must deal with
+he problem from a scientific poini of view.
In dealing with the loading of coal, we know
rerfectly well that we have to compete with
It may be news to some hon.
is actually
o1

other nations.
members to know that Englizh ccal is
brought out to Australia to coal vessels, The
whole of the coal loaded at Colomk: is Eng-
lish coal. We should go to Celombo and
endeavour to capture that trade. With the
rich coal deposits that we have throughout
Queensland and right along our coas’, with
the acres and acres that are not yet exploited,
we should be able to command all of that
trade.

Take the matter of the big ocean liners
which come to Brisbane. I do not refer to
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the small ones that may load alongside the
crane a2t the Woolloongabba coal wharf or
those loaded by baskets at Pinkenba, but to
the great ocean greyhounds which come to
Brisbane from time to time. Those vessels
come to Brisbane, discharge their cargo and
take in other cargo, but no coal is taken in
by them. A small quantity is sometimes
tuken in at Sydney, but only sulficient to
take the vessels to Colombo. That is deplor-
able, We want all the ships coming to Aus-
tralian waters to be steamed wholly by Aus-
tralian coal.

I was particularly pleased with the speech
<f the hon. member for Ipswich, and 1 hope
ihe Minister takes into consideration the
suggestions put forward by that hon. member.

The Minister knows perfectly well, as a
practical miner, and also as one who knows
something about the gem industry, that we
are not doing the wise thing in England in
connection with the export of our gems. I
met the hon. gentleman in England, where
he made exhaustive inquiries and to a certain
cxtent tock me into his confidence with
respect to the disposal of our gems. I would
]ike to know, when the hon. gentleman makes
hiis reply, what is being done in the matter.
We know now that it was a mistake to drop
the old contract which was made with Rubin
Brothers. In the meantime what is being
done to put our miners on a better footing
than they are to-day with regard to their
best stones? The rare stones they are recover-
ing could be sold to better advantage than
is being done, and it should be possible to
expand the industry by opening up new fields.
The cost is small, as no treatment is required
except washing.

_The SzCRETARY FOR MINES:
tional cost if they are cut.

My, WALKER: There is room for better
selling conditions than exist at present, and
I hope the Minister will go thoroughly into
the matter and ses if something can be done.

Mr, COLLINS (Bow:n): I am very proud
of the position that the Bowen Stite mine
occupies in the Auditor-General’'s report,
page 86. 1 give the page for the beneht of
hon. members opposite, because we know
that in the past the hon. member for Oxley
hizs criticised the Bowen coalfield, rhe Bowen
jetty, and the Bowen State coalmine, Unfor-
{unately the hon. member is absent—perhaps
fortunately, as I understand he is up North
on an electioneering tour at lhe present time.
[7p.m.]

On page 86 of his report, the Auditor-
General, dealing with the Bowen State coal-
mine, says-—

“ The profit for the vear 1924-1925 was
£8.141 14s. 2d., as compared with that
of £338 1ls. 4d. for the previous year.

* The quantity of ¢oal sold was 78.656
tons 14 cwt,, while 1.479 tons 5 cwt. was
consumed in the mine boilers.

** Production practically ceased during
the period when the trains were unable
to cross the Inkerman Bridge.

“ From 6th October. 1924, the coal has
becn won under a hewing rate of 6s. 3d.
per_ton, as comparcd with the daily rate
of 22s. bd. operating previously.”

There is addi-

I think the profit can be considered as satis-
factory. On the same page the Auditor-
General sars the quantity of saleable coal
produced in 1924-1925 a: the Bowen State

[8 OCTOBER.]
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coalmine was 80,136 tons, and the sale price
per ton was—

205. per ton screeved.

16s, per ton unscreened.

16s. per ton screened slack.

14s. per ton unscreened slack.

The average cost per ton for the year 1924-
1925 was 14s. 5.6d. per ton, and the average
cost per ton for the year 1923-1924 was 16s.
5.5d. per ton. I have had a long experience
in connection with mining, and so far as my
experience goes I know nothing like the
success we have had in connection with the
Bowen State coalmine. From the first day
the rails reached the coalfield this mine has
been a profitable concern. It is quite true
that some people may say we have an advan-
tage over other mines inasmuch as we have
a readv market in the Railway Department.
Now, if we turn to page 36 of the annual
report of the Under Secretary for Mines, we
find that, dealing with the Bowen State coal-
mine, he says—

* The total quantity produced amounted
to 79,021 tons 8 cwt., valued at £65,296
1s. 9d., as compared with 80,139 tons,
valued at £65,111 8s., for the previous

This coal was supplied to the

year.
following consumers:—

Tons. Cwt.
Railway Department ... 52,434 19
Private firms 12,893 12
Bunker coal 10,3229 16
Navy coal . 1,174 O
Consumed at mine 1,296 19
Slack coal at grass ... 892 2

Total 79,021 87

Members will notice that a fair amount want
to private consumers and also for bunker
coal.

While T am dealing with preduction in
connection with State coal, it will be just as
well to mention that there is a privately
owned mine 3 miles 10 chains distant from
the State-owned mine. On page 36 of the
repert of the Under Secrvetary for Mines I
find this—

“Bowen Coxsorrparep Coarn  Minzs
LrIMITED.
The year's output from this mine

was 24963 tons 5 cwt., valued at
£20,053 10s. 5d. These figures show that
more than double the quantity was pro-
duced during 1924 than during 1923.”

We can see that the Bowen coalfield at
the present time 1is producing a fairly
large amount of coal. While we hear from
time to time about State enterprises not
paying, the Bowen Consolidated Coal Mines,
Limited, which has been in operation for a
number of vears on the Bowen coalfield,
has up to the present time not paid any
dividends at all. I want to tell the whole
truth.

An Opposrrion MEemser: They had not got
the railway.

Mr. COLLINS : The railway to the private
mine was buillt shortly after its completion
to the State mine, but one of the reasons
why they are not paying any dividends is
because they are putting the profits into
developmental work. It will be noticed
that in his report the Auditor-General
refers to the fact that the produciion
at the State coalmine practically ceased
during the period of about nine weeks that
the Inkerman bridge over the Burdekin

Mr. Collins.]
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River was impassable, owing to its partial
destruction by floods.  That goes to show
that. but for that washaway, a much better
result would have been shown in connec-
tion with the State coalmine., We have to
deal with the future, and the future is very
important so far as the Bowen coalfield is
concerned. The Bowen jetty will be com-
pleted at the end of this year. When com-
pleted. it will have cost a little over
£200,000. We are told that we have there
the most up-to-date crane in the Australian
Commonwealth—a long way ahead of the
eranes mentioned by the hon. member for
Ipswich this afternoon, Of course, the
£200,000 includes the cost of the jetty as
well as the crane. We have been told that
this crane is capable of loading 350 tons
per hour, that is with two ships, one on
oach side of the jetty. If trucks can be got
up to it, it is capable of lifting that amount
—its lifting capacity is 20 tons. The Rail-
way Department has already ordered the
construction of fifty new hoppers, which
will each contain 11 tons of coal, and, with
the hopper combined, the weight will be a
little over 16 tons. In my opinion, that is
not sufficient, by a long way, if we are going
to build up the export trade we are looking
forward to. 1 do not know whether the
hoppers are to be goune on with, but I
understand that in the Maitland and New-
castle districts they prefer hoppers to bins.
Failing to get coal hoppers, we must have
bins; and I have been impressing on the
Government during the past two years that
bins must be built either at the Bowen
State coalmine or else close to the jetty.
We have been told by Mr. Cullen that bins
cannot be placed on the jetty, as the jetty
could not carry them. I want the Secre-
tary for Mines and the Government to
take notice of what I am saying. While
we are showing a much bigger profit
than, we have shown previously, if it had
not been for the washaway on the Burdekin
b_rrdgo we would have shown a yet
bigger profit, assuming that we had had
sufficient  railway trucks to supply the
orders received by the Bowen coalmines.
There has been a shortage of trucks not
only for the State coalmine but in con-
nection with the privately owned mine there
from time to time.

When the Minister gets up he can tell the
Committee what has been done in regard to
the treatment of the small slack which
remains aftor the coal has been scroened for
the making of coke. I understand that cer-
tain_experiments have been carried oul by
the Department of Mines under the guidance
of the Minister, and I should like to know
what the result has been.

I sm very pleased with what has taken
place in that part of the Bowen electorate
in developmental work, and, as the hon.
member for Ipswich has pointed out, we
ought to be doing a larger trade in the
bunkering of vessels than we are. Let us
hope that in the future provision will be
mada so that we shall be able not only to do
bunkering but also embark upon an overseas
trade. I do not think we have anything to
fear from competiticn. On the Bowen coal-
field we have a very good article, and we
can produce it in millions of tons. Kvery-
bodx knows that it is one of the largest coal-
fields in the world.

Coming to prospecting, I am very pleased
at what has been done by the department at
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the Mount Coolon. The new Empire battery
has been erected, and I hope that the Min-
ister will explain something about that bat-

tery, because I understand it is new to
Queensland.

The SecrETARY FOR MiNEs: New to the
world.

Mr. COLLINS: I understand it has been
very successful. That will counteract the
statement made this afternoon by the hon.
member for Cooroora that if we discovered
a second Gympie to-morrow it could not ke
profitably worked under existing conditions.
Here is a battery which the Minister says
is new to the world, and which astonished
the natives, so to speak, so that the cost of
production of gold should be lessened. A%
any rate, the Bowen goldfields are in a
developmental state, and I am pleased with
what the Minister has done to assist that
part of the electorate. Judging by the fall-
ing off in the gold yield, which is astounding
when, one considers the enormous production
we used to have some years ago in this State,
there is ample room for Government assist-
ance for such developmental works. Another
goldfield in the electorate is the Nor-
manby goldfield, where there are two mines.
working. Both have been assisted by the
Mines Department, and on one of them two
men are operating, and I understand that the
work they are doing is simply wonderful. It
all goes to show that in different parts of
Queensland we can look for good results. At
any rate, encouragement has been given by
the Government in this direction.

There is any amount of scope for prospect-
ing generally. The old type of prospector
seems to be slowly disappearing. It may be
that there will come a time when younger
men with wider experience and better train-
ing will be able to look not only for gold—as
the old-time prospector looked for it—but for
other metals as well. T am satisfied that, as
time goos on, other fields will be discovered
in Queensland, and the department should
give every assistance it can to the genuine
prospector.

I have no complaint to make against the
Department of Mines for the treatment meted
out to my electorate in regard to prospecting
and mining generally.

Once more I want to impress upon the
MMinister the urgent need for considering the
auestion of the establishment of bins as
cuickly as possible. No time should be lost.
The sum of £200.000 has been invested in the
jetty, and we must now look for an export
trade in coal ‘to cnable the Harbour Board
to meet its liabilities in connection with the
money expended in the constructicn of the
M

afr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The hon.
ruember for Bowen truthfully states that_his
rart of the State has no reszson to complain
of the attention which has been given by the
(lovernment to mining. Indeed I think the
Auditor-Gencral’s report, which is again
Liefore us this evening, discloses the fact that
guite liberal treatment has been meted out
to the Northern centres. I am far from one
of those who underrate the value that mining
has been *o Queensland. I pub in some of
v bovhood days at Gympie, and I know
what the deveclopment of that field did for
{his State during those days. I am also
aware that the discoveries which took place
at Charters Towers and elsewhere rendered
righty assistance *o the development of
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Queensland I question if the fine effort
in agricultural and dairying development at
Gympie would have brought those industries
to their present state if they had not been
preceded by *he development of the mining
industry there. Not only Queensland but
Australia owes a great deal to the mining
industry.

I congratulate the hon. member for Bowen
upon the statement he made regarding the
Bowen coalfield, and, if he had not made
ihe statement, I was going to make it.
Interested as one must be in the wellbeing
of the State, one is only too happy to con-
gratulate the hon. member and the Govern-
ment upon the achievements on the Bowen
coalfield. I remember the hon. member for
Howen passing round a photograph disclosing
the magnitude of that field, and I imagine
that it is only in its infancy. The only thing
I hope for is that some means may be assured
for encouraging shipping to come to our
ports. Just by the way, we are not offering
very much encouragement in that direction
at present, but let us hope that the day is
not far distant when a far better feeling
will exist between all concerned, and that
there will be a vast co-operative movement
amongst shippers as well as men, so that the
riches of our land may be developed as they
should be. However, despite all that, one is
a little alarmed at the enormous minount of
money going into these various enterprises.
Referring to the Mines Department, the
Auditor-General in his report states—

“ The expenditure from Consolidated
Revenue for the year 1924-25 totalled
£66,357 3s. 8d. as compared with £68,796
11s. 3d. for the previous year.”

He further states—

“ Financial statements for the year
1924-25 of the various State mining emter-
prises other than the Chillagoe smelters,
Irvinebank treatment works, and Mount
Mulligan coalmines, appear on pages 88-
93. Styx coalmine No. 3 was still in the
developmental stage, and a balance-sheet
only of that mine is appended.”’

The indebtedness to the Treasury of these
concerns is shown in a table which is
appended. The Bowen coalmine, allowing
for the credit in the Trust Fund Account, is
in debit to the Loan Fund Account to the
extent of £87,000. That is a fairly large
amount, and shows the sssistance the Govern-
ment have given to the Bowen coalmine.
There is, 1n addition to that amount, the
expenditure on the construction of the rail-
way, and the £200,000 roferred to by the
hon. member for Bowen. It is only a fair
thing. in the face of that expwunditure, to
expect that there should be & veturn. I am
pleased to note that last year the Bowen coal-
mine showed a profit of £8,141, as against
£338 for the previous year.

The other mining ventures engaged in by
the Coverament show a fairly considerable
loss, The Bavalaba ccalmine shows a loss
again of £4,622 6« 8d.

The SecRETARY FOR MINES :
coal very cheaply.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The question whether
that was wise depends upon the contra
results., If the results have been good.
then the real loss to the State has not been
so great. I understand that the railways
derived some benefit. .

We sold that
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The SecreETsRY FOR Mines: Coal was sup-
plied from the Baralaba mine to the rail- -
ways and the Mount Morgan Gold Mining
Company at 14s. 9d. per ton, which is a
ridiculous price.

Mr. G. P. BARNES : Notwithstanding that
fact, the railways do nct pay. The report
further shows that the Styx No. 2 coalmine
showed a loss on the year’s operations of
£14.534 18s. 1d., compared with £14,384 3s.
gd. for the previous vear. The report further
states—

“ Styx No. 3.—During the year '1924-
1925 further capital expenditure aggre-
gating £82,403 13s. 8d. was made, and
revenue totalling £561 6s. 11d. from sales
of coal won in the course of development
of main levels was paid to Treasury in
reduction of the indebtedness which, at

30th June, 1925, stood at £67,895 1ls.
43
That is a very considerable sum. The

indebtedness to the Treasury of the State
mining enterprises, other than the Chillagoe
smelters, the Irvinebank treatment works,
an:%) the Mount Mulligan coal mines, is shown
to pe—

£ sod.
“ Consclidated Revenue 84,282 11 10
Trust Fund 95,561 7 10

259,268 10 977

The total indebtedness represents a sum of
somothing like £500.000. The Minister, no
doubt. will have a good deal to say regard-
ing this expenditure. The total loss, exclu-
sive of interest, in connection with the State
smelters as appearing ou page 100 of the
report of the Auditor-General is shown to
b .

e —

Loan Fund

£ s d

€ 1920—Profit 6,014 11 3

1921—Loss 37,371 13 5

1922—Toss 50,086 14 6

1923--Loss 26,337 15 5

1924—TLows 56,897 19 6
1925—1 0ss 23,923 16 87

That affords pretty serious reading. We can-
not go on indefinitely making losses of that
nature. Certainly = the  Auditor-General
seems to indicate that an inspection by
various hon. members of this Assembly would
probably lead to some better conclusion
being arrived at. I imagine the Auditor-
(teneral to be an execeedingly cautious man,
who would not make a recommendation such
as this without being fully seized of the
importance of it. He says with regar! to the
State smelters—
“ During my visit T learned that since
the inception of the enterprise in 1920
only four Ministers and two private
membors {who accompanied Ministers)
hsve visited Chillagoe. In view of the
importance to the State of the undertak-
ing. and its financial responsibilities,
might I suggest for the consideration of
the Government the desirability of invit-
ing hoth Parliamentary parties to dele-
gate, say, three or more of their mem-
hers to visit Chillagee and Mungana (14
miles distant), where the State mines are
sitnated, for the purpose of obtaining
first-hand information, and seaing for
themselves what the cxistence of this
enterprise really means to the State.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: T am one
of those who have visited the Chillagoe and
Mungana mines.

Mr. G. P. Barnes.)
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: On page 103, the
report sets out—

“The expenditure for the financial
year amounted to £282,352 1ds. 11d., as
compared with £407,957 6s. 5d. during
the year 1923-24, a decrease of £125,604
1ls. 6d.”

It is quite evident these mining matters
require looking into with exceeding care.
Going back to page 7 of the report, I read
that the amount of £281,821 17s, 9d. was
transferred to Loan Fund from Trust Funds.
No doubt it is satisfactory to Trust Funds to
get rid of an incubus like that, but where the
fair play comes in of loading the Loan Fund
with that amount is a question to me. The
matter certainly requires looking into, as the
question iz an exceedingly difficult one.
There are many other iterms in the report
that might be referred to, and the following
is one:—

*“ The following table shows the Trea-
sury indebtedness from its inception in
1920 to the year 1925:—

£
1920 243,881
1921 292,213
1922 525,160
1923 710,618
1924 974,830
1925 ... 790,548
The ﬁgules for the year 1925 are

explained by the writing off by the Trea-
sury of £281,821 17s. 9d., which repre-
sents the accumulated loss to the 30th
June, 1924.”
In all conscience it is a pretty serious thing
for a State which is so exceedingly heavily
taxed to find that a huge sum lke that,
which has gradually accumulated for a
number of vears, is now written off. I have
no doubt that the Minister will give a full
explanation regarding these matters, and 1
hope he will not allow his general optumsm
to run away with him, but that he will indi-
cate that a very much firmer hand than has
heen in evidence heretofore will be kept on
mining énterprises. .

[7.30 p.m.]}

What does astonish me in connection with-

mining matters is that no attention has been
given to mines in Southern Queensland.
While the hon. member for Bowen can take
credit for what has been done in the North,
scarcely anything bas been done in the South.
We have a very fine prospect in Southern
Quesnsland, a prospect that would yield a
return w ithout any gift of money and withous
running the risk of the loss of money, if
only ordinarv help in the way of carrying out
a railway enterprisc were given, Without
dnecr help we might have had a mighty
develepment in conneection with Rilverspur, as
the hon. member for Carnarvon will no doubt
tell hon. members. Some eleven years ago a
railwav was approved from Texas to SiTver-
spur, but this Government have not had the
courage to construct that railway, whica
would have developed this fine mining enter-
prise and would have found employment for
a grest number of people. Further daylight
has bsen given to this matter just 1ecent1y
Since the Silverspur mine commenced scree

ine it has put through somethirg over
100.007 tons, the metallic contents of which
were worth comethmu like a million of money.
About £325.000 in cash has been distributed.
whilst the slag content is valued at £620.000.
T feel sire that the building of that railway
would have assisted this great mine. Of
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course, I know all mining people are opti-
mistic, but as a result of the fullest inquiry
there seems to be every evidence that, as a
result of the construction of that railway, this
Silverspur mine would yield a fine return to
the State, and would give employment to a
vast number of people. Up to 1921 the mine
had produced 2,031,987 oz. of silver, 4,797 oz.
cf oold. 1,049 tons of copper, and 1,428 tons
of lead, whilst the largest production in any
one vear was in 1908, when 174,883 oz. of
silver, 426.3 oz. of gold, 84.07 tons of copper,
and 98.853 tons of lead were produced. The
slag dump is estimated to contain £620,000
worth of minerals, and of these it is estimated
that at least two-thirds of the value would be
recovered by treatment., The point to be
remembered is that it is not possible to cart
coal or coke by road and make the work of
the extraction of the metals from the slag
or from the ore pay, but it would pay hand-

somely if the railway were built. It is esti-
mated that the traffic by the railway from
Silverspur alone would be 9,000 tons per
annum_inwards, and 7,000 tons outwards,
when the mine was in full working order. A
small expenditure only is requisite in order
to make that mine give a very handsome
return to the country, and to provide pro-

fitable emplovment for a large number of
men. -
The SECRETARY FOR Mines: It was the

action of the Hughes Government in issuing
a proclamation with regard to minerals dur-
ing the war that caused the closing down of
the Silverspur mine.

Mr. G. P. BARNES : There has been ample
opportunity during recent years for the
Secretary for Mines to develop the mining
industry there. Evidently the Government
realised that something might have been
done during the regime of Mr. Hughes that
was not dono but they did not rise to the
occasion. We want to know what the attitude
of the Government is going to be in regard to
the matter not only of developing the Silver-
spur mine, but also the immense area in
the Dumaresq Valley, which is exceedingly
fertile. The railway would bring the trade
of a considerable district which now goes to
Svdney. a distance of 600 miles, to the port of
Brisbane. which would be only 300 miles
distant, and the carrying out of the intention
of Parliament by building that line would
bring into operation one of the best silver
mines in Queensland.

Mr. RYAN (Cook): The hon. member for
Warwick quoted a suggestion by the Auditor-
General that it would be a good thing for the
mining industry in Queensland if a delegation
Oom‘ooend of members from both sides of the
Chamber were to visit and report on the
possibilities of Chillagoe, as the knowledge
gained by investigating the possibilities in
that centre would be of great value. I think
that the Auditor-General might have gone
further and suggested that the delegation
should also include in its itinerary Mount Isa
and other portions of the State which are
cssentially mining areas,

General regret has been expresszd by hon.
members on both sides because of the decrease
in the production of gold and other minerals
throughout the State. To anyone who has
followed the history of mining it might appear
that to some e*{’mnt the mining industry is
undergoing a process of evolution. We look
back to seventy years ago when gold was first
discovered at Ballarat, and the miners there
1aid down the foundation stone of working-
class democracy. we visited Ballarat
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to-day, we should see that, although so many
tons of gold have been produced there in the
past, there is not 2 mine in operation or a
miner working within 20 miles of the Ballarat
Post Office. The same remark almost applies
to Bendige, except that there are one or two
showz working there. I.mention these two
formerly great centres to show that the old
fields of Gympie, Charters Towers, Croydon.
and other gold mining centres in Queensland
are net peculiar in this regard.

Although some hon. members on the other
side tallk about the optimism of the
Minister in regard to mining, I believe that
the hon. gentleman is following the right
track, and I congratulate him upon his
endeavours to do something to resuscitate
the mining industry in this State. As I have
already said, the mining industry is pass-
ing through a process of evolution. We have
only to go back a few years to the time
when wmining in this State was flourishing.
I am speaking now of the rare metals,
apart from gold, but the values now are so
low that it is impossible for the miners who
were producing them to go on with the
work. The reason is that the great war,
one of the milestones in the history of man-
kind, has changed the position for the pre-
sent, although I believe the time will come
when the mining industry will get back to
its old plane. During the war the coolies
in China, as mentioned by the hon. member
for Cooroora, woke up to the fact that the
production of rare metals was a paying thing
and they began to mine that kind of metal.
‘They are producing it at a rate which makes
it impossible for the miner in Queensland or
any other part of the world to compete with
them. I do not say that it is possible for
them to work their fields out, but we have
to remember that during the war about two-
thirds of the molybdenite of the world
were produced in North Queensland. The
fact that the product was in demand to
such an extent enabled men to work their
mines. but to-day it does not matter how
small the mines may be it is impossible to
do so. because of the present values.

Mr. Vowres: Is there any demand for
molybdenite now? )

Mr. RYAN: There is some. As a matter
of fact, I believe the miners at Wolfram
Camp are getting between £9 and £10 per
cwt.. which is very different, indeed, from
the £33 to £35 which they were receiving
just before and just after the war concluded.

Mr. VowrEs: That was for barrels of
guns, was it not?
Mr. RYAN: It was used for the harden-

ing of steel, but to-day a molybdenite mine
s not profitable. To a certain extent it is
payable if it is a fairly rich mine, but, if
1t is worked on a large scale, including the
low-grade metal, it is not payable. That is
only by the way, but it shows that the war
had something to do with this process of
evolution in the mining industry.

I am very pleased to notice that there is
an increase in the vote for prospecting. The
hon. member for Bowen has drawn attention
w0 the fact that the old type of prospector
is fast passing away, and the action taken by
the Mines Department in encouraging pros-
pecting will bring forward a younger type
of prospector. 1 have noticed in the far
North that the younger type of prospector is
outdoing the older type of prospector. I
congratulate the Minister on his efforts to
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assist prospecting in the far North. Although
some time ago it was said that tho mining
industry was settled and it was impossible
to revive it, I am sure it must be encouraging
to the Minister to know that even on an
cld tinfield adjacent to the old Croydon gold-
firld, which tinfield was worked from vwenty-
five to twenty-seven years ago, a bona fide
rrospector, by virtue of the increasad know-
ledge he has gained, has been successful, by
following along one of the shafts through the
granite into the country holding tin in that
distriet, in locating the proper tin country
of such a value as will create Stanhills tin-
field one of the best tinfields in Australia.

I congratulate the Minister for the assist-
ance he gave to the miner and for the
sszsistance he gave in connection with the
erection of a battery to crush the miners’
stone, for which they work very hard. Trre-
spective of what hon. members opposite or
on this side may say, undoubtedly the real
pioncers of +this country were the miners.
We have only to look at the old landmarks
of Australia to know that the first men and
the best men and the real pioneers were the
miners. It is that type of man who again is
eoing to open up the back blocks in this
country. There is one portion of this State,
the Cape York DPeninsula, which should be
opened up and prospected with assistance
from the Mines Department. A party should
be organised by the Minister—paying no con-
sideration whatever to local considerations at
Cooktown, or any other place in that area—
consisting of a geologis, with guides to be
solected at Cooktown and other far Northern
rlaces to conduct this party in order that a
scientific investigation may be made into the
whole of the Cape York Peninsula.

Mr. CoLLins: A good suggestion.

Mr. RYAN: Forty years ago the great
Palmer goldfield was the saviour of North
Queensland, if not of Queensland itself. On
account of the value of the wash on which
the men were working diminishing, the men
drifted to the Hodgkinson field and other
places that were opened up. Those men were
mostly young men at the time. A few of
<he old hands remained at the old place. but
the Mines Department at that time turned
its eyes to the new places, with the resul$
that the Palmer field was allowed to slip into
the hands of the Chinese. It is oniy during
the last five or six years that a prospector
who had put in some time thirty odd years
ago on the Palmer field was successful in
obtaining sufficient capital to enable him to
convince the Government that it wouid be to
the benefit of the mining industry if they
were to assist him to some extent in boring.
io show that a theory swhich he held against
some of the greatest geologists in the Mines
Department was the correct one. The Mines
Department decided that it would agsist him.
I happen to be the member for the distvict,
and this old friend of mine, who has now
rassed away, proved his theory to be true.
Al his suggestion the Mines Department
bored with a diamond drill and proved that
gold-bearing country existed 100 to 130 feet
under the conglomerate sandstone. His theory
was proved absolutely, but unfortunately he
and the other two in the syndicate—botween
them they put up #£10,000—passed away
within a short time of each other. The resuls
is that the whole of the work is now hung up.
These three men were not poor men, but the
trustees of the three different estates capnot
come to an agreement to carry on the good

Mr. Ryan.]
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work of prospecting that ore on the Palmer.
! hope tha’ the Mines Department will not
lose sight of the work domne by this syndicate,
and, if the trustees do not proceed with this
very important work, that the department
will either continue the work itself or sub-
sidise another syndicate to prove that this
great Palmer goldfield is what my oid friend,
ithe late Jim Watters, believed it to be.

I also desire to extend congratulations to
the Minister for the manner in which he has
assisted mining by visiting the outposts of
the mining fields of this State.

Mr. CorLLins: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: I have accompanied the Min-
ister on two or three occasions as far as
Croydor. Any person who has had a trip
like that will understand that it is not a
picnic for the Minister or anyone else. It is
fairly hard work for any man to pay a visit
to any of the outback places. I congratulate
the hon. gentleman on his foresight in visit-
ing these places and in overcoming the incon-
veniences that his predecessors might have
seen in front of them. X have worked on
the mining fields in Queensland, and I believe
that the Mincs Department or Minister
should make it compulsory that the warden
should make periodical visits to all the min-
ing fields in the district under his control.

Mr. Corrins: Hear, hear! A good sug-
gestion again.

Mr. RYAN: There is not the least doubt
that miners are more pleascd to see the
warden than any other person who visits
their centre. I hope that the Minister will
make a note of my suggestion, and see that
the warden visits the various fields in his
district in order to make himself conversant
with the conditions of those fields. It does
not matter whether the clergyman or anyone
else visits a ficld, his welcome is not to be
compared with that given to the warden, who
is received as if he were a little god. Tt
surprises me that the wardens do not make
more frequent visits than they do to the
mining fields. That may be due to the fact
that some of them are a little bit over the
age when a man has an adventurous disposi-
tion or a love for travelling, but his visits
should be more frequent and be a part of his
duties.

I want to refer te another matter which,
although really a railway matter, has some
besiring on the mining industry. I refer to
the Etheridge goldmining field. A railway
runs from Almaden to Forsayth, about 134
miles.  There is one train service a week.
The miners go to no end of trouble to convey
their ore to the rail-head, and very often
when they arrive there thev find no trucks.
There is a shortage of rolling-stock. I have
been speaking to several of the old miners
up there, aund, to give some idea of what a
liberty-loving clasz of men these miners are
~—and it 1s generally conceded that they are
a very free-handed lot of men—they are pre-
pared to pay 5 per cent. of the cost of the
railage from Forsayth to Chillagoe, provided
that money is spent in the building of extra
rolling-stock. T hope the Minister will do
something to relieve the position so far as
this 1x concerned.

Mr. CrayroN: The primary producers pay
more than that for demurrage.

Mr. RYAN: That is their own funeral.
These miners are prepared to pay 5 per cent.
or 10 per cent. if they are guaranteed that
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rolling-stock. I hope the Minister will bring
pressure to bear upon the general manager
at Chillagoe in order that sufficient rolling-
stock may be available for the miners in the
Etheridge district.

I do not intend to say any more, as the
different votes will give me an opportunity
of touching upon other matters, but I again
want to congratulate the Minister on what
he has done for the far North. Without
showing that I am in any way trying to
pour jam on his bread or anything of that
kind, I can say that the miners of the far
North appreciate the fact that they have the
best Secretary for Mines they have ever had
in Queensland.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): It is gener-
ally admited that, in the mining industry in
Queensland at present, there is a great
depression, which has existed for the last
seven or elght years. Probably it may be of
interest to hon. members opposite to know
that I claim to be the most bona fide miner
in this Commi.tee, having first seen the light
of day in a miner’s camp, and spent my early
days—the palmy days of mining in Queens-
land—among the mining districts of South
Queensland. I saw goldmining in New
Guinea, and, generally speaking, have been
assceiated with mining in South Queensland
for the last thirty years. During that time
mining has not displayed that success which
we might have expected. In the electorate
I represent we have not only goldmining,
and the great Silverspur mine mentioned by
the hon. member for Warwick, but also
copper, and that great arsenic mine which
the Minister has so often been proud to men-
tion, and, last but not least, we have the
lime quarries. To-day the lime quarries at
Gore are probablv the most progressive
quarries=—if I may be allowed to bring them
under the heading of mining—that we have in
Queensland. Last vear those quarries alone
were worth £30,000 in freight to the Railway
Department. At the present time that depart-
ment is running eight special trains a week
to Gore to cope with the output of those
quarries. About 12 miles from Warwick also
there are great quantities of lime that can
be won eastly. Then there is the Dumaresq
Valley district, where we have prospects of
copper. A little while ago we
had bright hopes that we might
have a new copper field opened
up there, but the cest of mining and treat-
ment was so great that it killed the show
that was being developed in a small way by
onterprising people in Warwick. Tt is moest
disheartening to-day to go over the old gold-
fields. These old gcldfields in Southern
Queensland have been reserved as mining
leases, and the pricklv-prar took esarly pos-
session of them. If a party of two or thre
desired to prospect these goldficlds that were
g0 rich in the boom days, it would be almo:t
impossible for them to locate anv portion of
the area that was not overrun with pricklv-
pear, and, instead of the fields being avail-
able to intending prespectors, the mining
fields in my clectorste are a curse to the
community. as they are seed-beds for the
great prickly-pear scourge. Of course, we
cannot blame any Government for this as
these arveas were reserved fer mining pur-
poses, and they have been practically a no
man’s land, and it was nobody’s business to
attempt to prevent the spread of prickly-
pear. I am still hopeful that mining 1
Oueensland will revive. but the only way
that is possible is, as the hon. member for
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Cook mentioned, for the department to make
further money available for prospectors.
Where are the old miners of bygone days?
We have none like them in the State now,
and, as the hon. member for Cook men-
tioned, a new type of miner is interesting
himself in mining, and I am very much
afraid that the new man will not follow
mining with the same esprit de corps that
was shown by the old miners. They are not
in a position to carry on mining, as they
have no capital behind them, and 1t is very
little use for a prospecting party to go out
unless they have capital or unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to finance them. If you
ask an old miner in my district why he does
not take on prospecting in these days, he
casually remarks, “ Well, T cannot afford to
carry on mining any longer.” It is beyond
them to undertake mining or prospecting, as
it is not the one-man’s job to-day that it
was when some of us were kiddies on the
early fields.

There seems to be a depression in the
State arsenic enterprise at Jibbenbar. I
notice there is a decrease in the vote this
year, and I would like the Minisier to make
a definite statement with regard to the future
prospects of that mine. The mining for
arsenic in the Stanthorpe district has been
profitable to Roberts’s pear poison fac.ory at
Wallangarra. The output of that company
has been taken over by the Prickly Pear
Land Commission and distributed to prickly-
pear selectors at very much less cost than it
was ever supplied to the selectors before.

The Secretary for Mines has always
claimed a good deal of credit for making
available arsenic from the State arsenic mine
at Jibbenbar, but that mine has not been a
success so far as the eradication of prickly-
rear is concerned. Of course, the arsenic sup-
plied now is manufactured by the firm of O. C.
Roberts at Wallangarra. I notice that there
is a reduction of about £5,000 in connection
with the expenditure at that mine. There
are a good many people who have been
deperding on the mine for a living, and they
sre anxious to know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Mines Department to continue
the working of the mine.

I must congratulate the hon. member for
Warwick for the information which he has
given the Committee with regard to the
Silverspur mine near Texas. I would point
cut to the Committee that the Silverspur
mine is a permanent mine, and one of the
greatest asscts of its kind in the State. It
can, st any rate, be claimed that the mine
has not cost the Government anything in the
way of encouraging and developing it. Hon.
members who represent Northern constituen-
cies may boast of their mines—as the hon.
member for Bowen, for instance, did about
the Bowen coalmine—but what has it cost
the State in the way of development of those
mines? What have the Chillagoe mines
cost?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We have given
assistance to the Silverspur mine.

Mr. COSTELLQ: That is not worth men-
tioning compared with the large amount
which has been spent in the North in helping
to develop some of the mines there.

The SecreraRY FOR MINES: The Silverspur
Company applied for £1,200. They got it
and paid it back.

Myr. COSTELLO:
inducement to the

That should be an
Minister to wuse his
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influence with the Government to construct
the long-promised railway to Texas, which
would be a great advantage not only to the
miners but to the agriculturists along the
Texas Valley.

The SEcRETARY FOrR Minzs: Did you pro-
mise the railway?

Mr. COSTELLO: I have promised the
railway, and I am going to live to see it
constructed. The prospects of the construc-
tion of the railway are brighter to-day than
they have been for the last ten years.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COSTELLO: I would like to quote
from a report of Mr, Ball, a geologist in the
Mines Department, on the Silverspur mine.
We must give due credit to our geologists,
who are competent men. Mr. Ball states—

“The mine is worked by a vertical
shaft sunk to a depth of over 500 feet,
with levels at six different depths, vary-
ing from 80 feet to 500 feet. The present
position is that all outcrop ore-bodies
have been worked for their silver ore
down to 300 feet, only zinc ore remailn-
ing. Between 300 feet and 400 feet some
silver ore on cross formation has been
mined, and a small quantity between
400 feet and 500 feet. It is estimated
that about 9,000 tons of high-grade silver
ore is ready for stoping between the
300 feet and 400 feet levels. Large quan:
tities of zinc ore have also been developed
at various levels, and crosscuts and
winzes have also brought to light large
reserves of ore.”

This mine is not in a defunct state; 1t 18
absolufely in its prime. The situation of
Silverspur is ideal, and the district is one Qf
the finest and healthiest in Queensland. It 13
one of the prettiest little places one could
see in any part of Australia.

A GoverxuenT Memper: What sort of a
mine Is it?

Mr. COSTELLO: It makes a difference
when you have cheerful surroundings instead
of those in some of the electorates of hom.
members in the North. The proprietors of
Qilverspur are not asking the (}o_vernment
for any assistance to develop the mine. They
are simply asking the Government fo
carry out the promise made long ago to
construct a railway. There are many con-
tented happy families in that district, and,
if we could only get the Government to
assist them with this railway, the district
would be on the high road to success. It 1s
not a matter of great financial outlay, and
we are not asking the Government for large
sums of money to develop the mine, All we
ask is that they give us the long-promised
railway and the company will do the rest.
I congratulate the hon. member for War-
wark upon quoting the figures the Com-
rittee have heard, and I hope that before
long the Government will be prepared to
grant our request with regard to the rail-
way.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): The hon. mem-
ber for Warwick and the hon. member for
Carnarvon have suggested that a railway
should be constructed to Silverspur by the
Government. They have not told us any-
thing about the ore which has been taken
frexn Silverspur or the cost of winning the
ore.  These railway propositions are made
to the Government, and, if they turn out to
be a failure afterwards, as they very often

Mr. Bruce.l
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do, we have the hon., member for Warwick
and others attacking the Government for
expenditure on unpayable railways.  The
hon. member for Warwick is an excellent
business man, and I do not think he would
put his money into a mining proposition of
this kind. We have heard a lot of criti-
cism of our mining policy from hon. members
of the Opposition, but they are handicapped
by the fact that they have in their ranks
very few, if any, who have a practical or
scientific knowledge of mining. I believe
vhat the hon. member for Cooroora has some
knowledge of the industry, but we have
had other hon. members of the Opposition
getting up time after time on these Esti-
mates and, without any knowledge of the
subject on which they are speaking, criti-
cising the policy and administration of the
Government.

Let us take the amount of money expended
by the Government on mining propositions.
Anybody who ha¥ any knowledge of mining
at all knows that a large expenditure is
necessary to develop any mining proposition
of any considerable size. Private enterprise
from time to time has had to spend tens of
thousands of pounds before it was ulti-
mately able to say that success had been
achieved. In short, mining is one of those
things which come within the category of
the discussion we had this morning. It is
purely and simply a gamble. You may be
working on a gshow with no values at all,
and in a few minutes or in a few hours you
may strike very high values. I have in mind
the discovery of the “Welcome Stranger”
nugget in Victoria. The discoverers were
making about 7s. or 8s. a day in working
an alluvial show, when one day a member
of the party got his pick into something and
could not get it out. When they had cleared
the earth away from i, they realised that
they had a nugget valued at about £12,000.
) I‘V'Immg is purely and simply a gamble, and
1t is the duty of a Government that has the
interests of the State at heart to assist mining
as far as possible. I advise the Minister at
the present time to follow a cautious policy
in regard to assistance given to mines that
have reached deep levels in the past, or where
onerations have been suspended at the present
{ime owing to the cost of treatment. Wo
know that since the war certain economic
factors have not yet readjusted themselves.
Those cconomic factors are the cost of
fracture, the cost of steel, and the cost of
practically every other material required to
arrv or: the mining industry, Large stocks
of meta] were accumulated during the war,
and those stocks are not yet exhausted,
and until they are the values for the world’s
market will not improve sufficiently to meet
the increased cost of production. )

Take copper, for instance. Prior to the
war copper was used for the making of many
fIO!;reitlc utensils, but during the war it was
held by the different nations for war pur
poses, and in the meantime enamel and
sluminium ware and articles made from other
metals took its place in the world of domestic
articles. Copper has not recovered that par-
ticular market vet. No doubt a demand will
ne created by the increased call for copper
m making electrical machinery, ete. A
cautious policy should be followed in assisting
mines. The hon. member for Cook men-
tioned one or two deep-mining centres where
miring had becn entirely closed down. The
wines of Bendigo, Ballarat, Gympie, West
Australia, the Ovens District of Victoria,
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Clhariers Towers, and numerous other places
bave ceased to be payable at the depths they
have reached. Any money expended on deep-
lavel mines would be absolutely wasted, and
the money granted by the Government should
be granted principally for prospecting and
developing mining propositions that are still
at shallow levels.

The hon. member for Carnarvon had some-
{hing to say about the prospector not being
able to follow bis occupation to-day. I agree
vrith him to this extent that the prospector
has many hardships to contend with in his
occupation of prospecting, and does not
recoive the comsideration that I consider be
should receive. Nevertheless, if a man has
prospecting in his blood, he will still go pro-
speoting, althovgh he has to live on damper
and corned beef. Nothing can stop that man
from following that occupation. The Mines
Department should give the prospector much
greater consideration than 1s given at the
present time., The present Secretary for Mines
is very sympathetic towards the prospector,
and any request for assistance that I have
made has been dealt with expeditiously.

Some time ago, when dealing with the
question of forestry. I referred to Mount Spec,
on the top of which I found that there were
men working a tin show with a very pro-
mising outlook, if they could obtain a certain
amount of assistance from the Mines Depart-
ment. On going into the question I was able
to secure that assistance for them, and I feel
quite sure that Mount Spec and the surround-
ine district will ultimately develop into a
mining field. Naturally mining is a slow
process, and it is not a thing that can be
carried on rapidly. It takes time to develop
any mining field.

I want now to refer to Mount Isa. I would
certainly say that the prospects of Mount Isa
warrant the construction of a railway line
o that field. I am hoping that in the very
near future the line will be commenced and
quickly completed in order that Mount Isa
may be pushed forward to its fullest capacity.
We have a large number of some of the finest
and most independent type of miners in Aus-
{ralia who are either at present unemployed
or engaged in other callings who would be
employed onee *his railway line was com-
rleted. From what I can gather, that field
has wonderful possibilities. From my own
rersonal knowledge of Cloncurry, I am pre-
pared to say that the mining possibilities of
Queensland—irrespective of the fact that we
have had those wonderful producers in the
past in Charters Towers, Gympie, Croydon,
and other fields—has not yet got heyond the
A B C stage.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRUCE: Throughout the Cloncurey
district there is metal of all descriptions over
a belt covering something like 100 miles
across and perhaps 200 miles in length, There
are mines held up at the present time owing
to the economic factors I mentioned at an
earlier stage. In *the future we shall be
dealing largely with base metals, and those
base metals exist in enormous quantities in
the Cloncurry district. The time will come
when we shall have larger cities in the
western part of Queensland than the cities
which exist outside the metropolitan area
to-day., Queensland is not yet done as a
mining factor. Up to the present only the
outerops have been worked and the surface
scratched. There has been no systematic pros-
pecting carried on in the Cloncurry district.
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Some of the prospectors have gone out and
endured great hardships. They have experi-
cnced difficulties in securing water, and thelr
cnly plant has been a buckboard and several
horses. They have done excellent prospecting
work to develop the field as it has developed
to-day, but, as a whole, the field has not
vet been touched. The posslbmtleq of Clon-
curry are enormous. In that particular part
of Queensland at some future date when the
cconoimic factors mentioned by me are over-
come, we shall have one of the greatest
rmmng fields and hives of industry in Aus-
tralia, if not in the world. I trust that, as a
stepping-stone %o that developmeni, the rail-
way line from Duchess to Mount Isa will be
comnleted at the earliest possible date.

Mr. Crayrox: The Humpden Company
shifted their plant over to New Guinea.

Mr. BRUCE: If the hon. member had a
private chat with the directors of the Hamp-
den Company, I believe he would be +old
that they now wish they had not been so
foolish as to take their plant to New Guinea.
They have buried more money in New
Guinea than they did at Cloncurry. They
thought that by extending their business to
New Guinea they would be able to exploit the
native labour and make a profit out of their
hides; but they found that the proposition in
New Guinea was very poor, and [ fesl sure
they now wish they had not cxpended two
shillings there. The Hampden Company still
vetain their interest in the Cloncurry district.
The reasou why %key left Cloncurry was
Liecause the price of copper dropped and their
ore rescrves ware not sufficient to keep the
plant working for more than four months in
the year. The reduction in the price of
copper occurred at a critical period in their
history and prevented them from purchasing
other properties. The company lost a con-
siderable amount of money owing to the fact
that some persons interested in 1t purchased
the MacGregor mine and sold it to the
Hampden Company. This deal resulted in a
lnoss to the Hampden Company of between
£70,000 and £80,000.

Mr. BeEDFORD : Quite correct.

Mr. BRUCE : If the hon. member for Wide
Bay wishes to deal with any other mining
company on the Cloncurry field, I shall be
only too pleased %o discuss it with him.

Mr. Crayrox: I have no brief for the
Hampden Company. They are sorry they
lef* Queensland.

Mr. BRUCE : They are. It is unnecassary
for me to stress any further the possibilities
of the Cloncurry district. Any man with a
practical knowledge of mining, any man
with a business knowledcrn, and any man who
has visited that distriet, knows what that
district is. Cobalt, & very rarve metal, has
been found in large quantities in the Clon-
curry district, also gold, although not to any
great extent so far; but I would not be
surprised at any time to hear of a gold
discovery in the Cloncurry district, and I
should be very pleased to hear of it. Copper
ts found in enormous quantities, and the only
copper shows worked were outerops, and
because those outcrops were so prominent it
was unnecessary to develop the copper-mining
to a greater extent, owing to economic con-
ditions due to the war. The Cloncurry com-
panies closed down on some very fine ore
reserves, but I am prepared to say that, if
you exempt that one very rich mine, the
“ Oxide,” owned by the Mount Klliott Com-
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pany, the richest copper reserves in the
Cloncurry district were held by the Mount
Cuthbert Company.

Although I have had a lifetime cxpel‘enu
of metalhforou~ mining, I have not had
much practical experience in connection with
coalmining, but I desire to state some facts
that came before my notice as a residens in
Bowen and the Bowen district. The Bowen
coalficld was known forty years ago to busi-
ness men and the politicians who sat in this
Chamber at that time. I think the late Sir
Robert Philp was fully acquainted with that
coalfield, but nothing was done until this
Labour Government opened up the field and
extended the line from Bow . to (”olhr*svlhe.
That coalficld, fist ol all, assisted the sugar
farmers to an enormous extent. Amny number
of small sugar farmers on the Burdekin use
coal to assist them to irrigate their farms.
1t is also being used in the sugar-mills. Our
\xood areas are gradually being cut out, and
the time is not far off when the whole of the
mills in the North will have to use coal as
a fuel. TUp at Ingham, at the Macknade
Mill. they have installed one boiler for the
consumption of coal. The Bowen coalfield
will be & most important factor in supp]ymo
power to those mills, and also to our rail-
ways. Those who have travelled on our
railways in the North must have noticed
that the coal used up to a certain distance
fills the carriages with grit, but_directly you
reach the area vshere Bowen coal is used you
have a clean trip and the carriages are
clean, due to the use of that coal. It is an
exce‘lent fuel coal, and, so far as quantity
is concerned, there is sufficient—I am speal\-
ing not from my own imagination, but from
statistics supplied by scientific investigation
—to last future generations after we who are
sitting in this Chamber have gone; so we
need not worry about that point. That excel-
lent coal will be a tremendous factor in the
pushing ahead of North Queensland indus-

tries. When criticising the expenditure on
that industry that factor must always be
taken into consideration. DBut before thuat

conl can be won it is necessary that a tre-
mendous initial expenditure shall be involved.
When that coal is won, not only should it
return a profit on its extraction, but it should
return tremendous indirect profits by the
furtherance of other industrics which are
allied to it, and which depend upon it from
the fuel point of view. The Minister informs
me that approximately £100.000 has been
saved in fuel eosts to the Railway Depsrt-
nent through the opening up of the Bowen
coalfield.

Before I sit down I do want to make an
appeal to the Minister—not on behalf of the
prospectors who have a small show, as I am
satisfied that the Minister has and does help

themn fully and freely, because

[8.30 p.m.] you can put your ﬁngex on their

propositions, and it is not a diffi-
cult matter to trace their operations—but on
behalf of the man who is in the bush =t the
present time prospecting—the. man who is
not working a show at present, but who is
out traveleg through the bush looking for
a show. Take Mount Isa. Evervbody admits
that there is tromendous wealth for the State
of Queensland in Mount Isa. Tt would never
have bsen discovered had it not been for the
prospectors. While some of these prospectors
did geb a return for their discoveries—and I
am very pleased to have met many of them,
and I am very glad that they did get some
return~—nevertheless the State as a whole

Mr. Bruce.]
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and those people who have raised the neces-
sary capital to develop these mines are the
ones who will reap the greatest benefit. The
prospector could not raise the necessary
capital to develop the mines, but the pros-
pector should never be forgotten—mnot only
the prospector who discovers some of these
places, but the prospector who is out endea-
vouring to discover something at the present
time. If you are about the bush to any great
extent, you will come across these men living
under the hardest possible conditions, never
growling, never grumbling, never making
any complaint, and, as the hon. member for
Cook said, they are the men who have done
more for the development of this country
than any other class of man, because, when
a mineral field is discovered, people rush
there in large numbers, and railways follow
mining interests. After the railways have
been constructed to mining fields the people
swvho engage in pastoral and other industries
follow, and, when they see suitable ground,
they settie. The country is developed on
those lines. Where there are recognised
organisations of proper gougers and mining
prospectors, I suggest that they should be
got in touch with and the little concessions
and assistance that they are entitled to
should be given to them. I want to congratu-
late the Sccretary for Mines on being a sym-
pathetic administrator of the department. If
you take into consideration the fact that he
1s administering an industry which at present
is under a cloud, one cannot but feel that he
has made splendid progress, and he should
be congratulated on his efforts by every mem-
ber of this Committee.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 support the
hon. member for Kennedy in his advocacy of
the deviopment of the North and the won-
derful mining possibilities in that part of the
State. Had it not been for the energy of
the prospectors in the Mount Isa district we
might nor have been aware of the great
possibilities of that field. Anybody who has
visited the North-western portion of our great
State must be impressed with the tremendous
latent wealth and the wonderful possibiliiies
there which are almost unsurpassed in any
other courtry in the world, but which are
lying dermant to-day. It strikes me that,
if we want to develop that great North-west,
we have to find an easier means of access to
a port. In order to develop the mining areas
in that portion of the State we should, first
of all, try to find a port in the Gulf from
which 1t would be possible to cxport the
minerals that are lying there. That appeals
to me niore than anything else with regard
to the development of mining in the North.
I am not going to damp the ardour of those
who wish to develop the North through the
operations at Bowen. Bowen has been well
developed, and the book which has been pub-
lished regarding its possibilities as a port
and its mineral wealth is a credit to the
district and to the State generally. Had the
other towns in Queensland had the same
advocacy as Bowen has had in regard to the
possibilities, we should have seen more
development in connection with mineral
areas in other parts of the State which are
awaiting development to-day.

Everyone must admit that Mount Isa pre-
sents untold possibilities of wealth. When
it was first discovered its possibilities were
realised to a certain extent, but since then
the anticipations with regard to it have been
justifiablv increased. and there is a great
outlook for Mount Isa in the future. Time
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alone will bring the reward which is the just
due of those who have put their money, time,
and energy in endeavouring to develop the
field, and everyone wishes them success. 1t
is net very far from Mount Isa to the silver-
lead field of Lawn Hill. There appears to be
evidence of untold wealth there awaiting
development, but that development will not
take place until the railway and port facili-
ties are provided.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Mines: I think that
Burketown will be the natural outlet for
Lawn Hill.

At 8.36 p.m.,

Mr. GLEDSCON (Ipswich), one of the nanel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. CORSER: Without wishing to damp
the ardour of the Burketown people whilst
the suitability of that port is being considered
in relation to its suitability for the mineral
fields in that part of the State, it would
appear that the bar trouble and the possi-
bility of big steamers not being able to come
into the port will stand in the way of its
selection.

Mr. FIYNES:
market?

Mr. CORSER: Not necarer the Asiatic or
European markets than a Gulf port would
be. When we consider the possibilities of
that great area, we have to come back to the
questicn of finding a suitable port in the
Gulf. " '

Some hon. members have referred to Mount
Oxide, which up to the present has not been
developed, and which is supposed to be one
of the greatest copper possibilities in the
world. Throughout that area for hundreds
of miles there appears to be great copper
possibilities. Since the war the great copper
shows in America have come together in one
great combine and gone in for bulk produc-
tion, under which system it is cheaper to
produce the copper than by the operations of
companies similar to those in Queensland.
i'his method of operation has put us out of
the fleld at the present time. However, if
the methods now availed of in America are
later put into operation in mass production
in Queensland, there is no reason why, with
veasonable port facilities, we should not
excced any of our accomplishments of the
past and enter the field in competition with
them with very reasonable hopes of success.

Is not Townsville nearer the

Hivery time we come right back to the
yuestion of railway communication. Mount
Isa cannot and will not develop without rail-
way communication. We have also agreed to
a railway designed to open up the
undeveloped field at Mount Oxide, and we
bave to remember that some special con-
sideration will have to be given to such pro-
positions as mining propositions pure and
simple. I am not going to say that miuing
should take the place of pastoral or agricul-
mural industries in such areas—they have their
own place, judged by their own importance—
Lbut we must remember that we have passed
pastoral and agricultural railways estimated
vo cost £6,000,000 which have not yet been
built. Hon. members, therefore, will realise
that, if we are to give consideration *o these
great problems, we shall have to approach
the subject from a mining point of view, not
allowing them to enter into competition with
cther railwuys. 1 think that when sufficient
development is possible at Mount Isa a rail-
way should be a very paying concern, and, if
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the mines then promise one-quarter of what

they.promise to-day, it will be a very happy
«day for Queensland, and the field will, as 1t
viere, come to the rescue of the Government
of the day: .

In my own digtrict, as the Minister is
aware, mining is. not altogether a thing of
the past. There have been some wonderful
mining propositions in the Burnett, and when
the smelters were in full swing at Mount
Perry we enjoyed very comfortable days in
that district. 1 hope the time is not far
distant when those smelters will be able to
cperate again, when the great Hidsveld field
will reopen, and it will be possible throughout
that great area to recommence work on many
shows, such as Rawbelle,

The SECRETARY 7OR MINES:
Mount Shamrock ?

Mr. CORSER: I was just about to refer
to Mount Shamrock. It had its dashing
moments, no doubt, but it did no. harm all
the same. It was being handled by a Labour
Government, so 1 cannot growl about that.
It cerfainly is a great field if it could only
e developed. Railway communication has
been provided, and we bope that the day
is not far distant when the mines will reopen
again. The possibilities of mining in this
Ssate, given harbours and the opportunity to
utilise our cocal which only needs a market,
zre second to nonn in Australia, and anybody
svho will visit our great fields cannot help
being struck by the wonderful future which
lies ahead of them, nor can he refuse to
azsist the Government to develop them.

My, BEDFORD (Warrego): I want to
congratulate the State and the Minister upon
the possession of an excellent geological staff,
and I do that with the greater heartiness
since I regard that staff as being greatly
underpaid. One of my reasons for believing
that—in fact my main reason-—is that I have
not forgetten the last imported geologist who
had to learn his job here because, having
been brought to Australia as an alleged pet-
roleum geologist, he admitted that he had no
field practice whatever, and in the course of
elaven years—at 4 cost to the Commonwealth
of nearly £2,000 a year—got acquainted with
the job which men on the Queensland
geological staff did better then than he does
now.

In the course of farming out Dr. Wade’s
services to the various States the West Aus-
tralian Government was asked to pay a fee
of 1,500 guineas for his services in deciding,
by galloping over the landscape in the
usnal globe-trotting way, as to whether
there was any petroliferous evidences in the
south-west of West Australia. Before engag-
ing him the West Australian Government,
then a Labour Government, with Mr. Phil.
Collier as Minister for Mines, cabled to
the Agent-General for West Australia in
London, asking what experience Dr. Wade
had, and the reply was that be had no field
experience, and that he was appointed by
the late 8ir George Reid after dinner.
Judging by the value of his services after
he got here I should say he was appointed
by the late Sir George Reid after a pork
supper. In the matter of geologists the
Australian Tory Governments have had
the importing craze so badly that they
were prepared to bring in at three times
the cost of a local man an inferior geo-
logist from the other side of the world.
¥ have no objection to the importation

What about
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of bishops, because Australia does not
grow them well, but I certainly have an
objection to the importation of geologists
or men who fill other fechnical positions in
the community, Tt is utterly impossible that
such a tremendous area of marine tertiary
beds in the south-west of this State extend-
ing well into Central Australia should be
non-petroliferous. It is utterly impossible
that such a tremendous undisturbed strata
of the necessary age should not have large
reservoirs of oil. The trouble is that allu-
vium covers this country to such an extent
that structures are hard to find, and in this
connection there is an excellent instrument
which has now made its way into tbthe
American oilfields after proving itself ‘in
the oilfields in Galicia and Roumania, and
that is the Totoos tortion balance.

. Mr. Burrock: Like the Dr.
mnstrument.

My, BEDFORD: The Abrams machine,
as far as I can see, is a fake with a few
wires to it. The Hotoos tortion balance is
a highly scientific instrument by which we
weigh the gravitational weights of the
varlous strata of the earth, and are able fo
point out the existence of petroliferous
bodies or structures favourable $o petroleum.
It is not asking too much to ask the Gov-
ernment to send one of its geologists o
London there to secure the necessary experi-
ence of the geophysicist in learning the
working of this tortion balance, and thus
discover by it the structures favourable to
petroleum in the large marine tertiary areas
that we have in the West. Orallo has been &
tremendous disappointment. I believe that
the time has come when the Government,
having- protected itself properly by a proper
system of royalty, should permit anybody
and everybody %o drill. In the case of
Orallo, I wish to state my utter disgust of
the management and the way the board of
directors in Sydney have run the show—
apparently more for the market than the
discovery of oil. It is an object lesson to
mining men and the public generally, and a
lesson which most mining men have alrsady
learned. To have a board of lawyers or a
board of city merchants on a mining pro-
posttion, without any sentiment or technical
affection or technical interest in a mine, is
a1m0s‘c_as bad for the progress of mining
a8 having a board of directors established
who would run it only for the market,

It has been stated by certain God-help-us
members of the Opposition—(laughter}—that
the times have changed, and that the old-time
prospector is becoming extinct. They use as
an argument in proof of that statement of
alleged fact that great mining fields are now
very rare in the discovery. A member of the
Opposition regretted that Mount Isa had not
been discovered long ago. I am very glad
that Mount Isa was not discovered when
lead was £15 a ton, and when zinc was a
liability and not an asset. It would have
been much better for the prospectors them-
selves if Herberton and the Walsh and
Tinaroo tinfields had 1not been discovered
when tin was £50 & fon. 1t would have been
much better for the individual miner and the
State if those fields had waited for discovery
until now. It is easy to see in this tremen-
dous area of country that we have why
prospecting must be slow. There is in this
great State of Queensland only the popula-
tion of Melbourne—850,000 people. A great
number of them are sitting in the cities,

Mr. Bedford.]
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though not anything like the shocking inci-

dence of the population of Sydney and Mel-
bourne as opposed to the States of New South
‘Wales and Victoria, but there are mnot suffi-
cient men of the prospecting kind to go
round in this area, The discovery of new
mineral fields has been slow. I believe that
I have passed Mount Isa on the road to
Camooweal a dozen times at a distance of a
mile. I have looked from the road at the
black manganiferous outcrop. on top- of the
hill, and only thought it to be manganese-
filmed country rock; such as you see in the
Cloncurry district. The reason why Mount
Isa was not discovered before was the fact
that - the average local prospector was a
copper miner looking for an outcrop stained
with copper salt like a map of Ireland, and
when he saw this black outcrop at a distance
he did not closely examine it. Mount Isa was
discovered by the usual mining accident
which has discovered most of the mining
fields in the world. I wish without in any
way touching -any personal connection with
Mount Isa to draw the attention of the
Committee to the fact that in no mining field
in the world has such a tremendous area of
payable ore been developed for such a small
amount of money and for such a small
amount of time as has been the case at Mount
Isa. The hon. member for Logan made some
insinuation = when prospectors were. being
mentioned that the companies have obtained
all the mines in preference to the pros-
pectors. This was a field which was essen-
tially not a gouger’s field. It is a field which
calls for tremendous plants capable of treat-
ing 1,000 tons of ore a day in each plant.
The prospector has had a very fair deal,
because out of £50,000 that my company has
spent on the field the prospector has got
£28.000. It is an excellent thing that the
Government limited the areas to 10 acres,
because many of the old prospecting battlers
would have been left out had there been an
acreage of from 40 to 80 acres, as can be
obtained under the Act. Many of these pros-
pectors who are now safe for life through
holding these smaller areas would not have
been in that position to-day if the areas had
been larger.

During the time that the companies have
worked in this field beginning late in March,
1924, it is estimated that 20,000,000 tons of
ore have been shown to be inferentially in
sight,. We have as manager for the Mount
Isa Proprietary Mr. E. J. J. Rodda, one of
the most careful and pessimistic men, as he
naturally became after having engaged a
lifetime in mining. Mr. Rodda would never
do to be Secretary for Mines, because he
would look at a thing very coldly and cau-
tiously before he touched it. Mr. Rodda
estimates, taking only half the outcrop, that
there are 544,000 tons of ore to every 100
feet of sinking in the Ibus, which is- cne
10-zcre Jease of the Isa Proprietary Company.
When we came to crosscut and drill we
found that width not 100 feet but 230 feet.
We have now drilled to 600 feet sulphide,
192 feet to 605 feet, and the value of the ore
is £8 a ton on present metal prices. Broken
Hill last year treated 270,000 tons of ore at
an average of 43s. 11d. per ton, and working
on our available ore, even allowing £2 for
a fall in the price of metals, there should be
a working profit of £4 per ton and at least
a dividend profit of £1 a ton. There are
3,250,000 tons in sight, inferentially, because
the metal is not in sight until it is blocked
out on four sides; but, taking the figures,
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200 feet and not 230 feet, we have 6,500,000
tons proved to 600 feet. There should be an
equal quantity in the Isa Mines Limited’s
Blackstar. Similarly there are £4,000,000 to
£5,000,000 worth of metals in the Out on Her
Own and Black Rock lines, and generally it
will be found there are 20,000,000 tons of ore
that can be called in sight and relied upon
for plants to treat. To give some idea of
the life of these mines, even on the 3,250,000
tons certificate of the lower figures, at 1,000
tons a day treatment, there is at least a
twenty years’ life ahead before we see the
end of the Ibus mine., I congratulate the
State on: this tremendous discovery, which
will provide profitable work for the best part
of a century. .
I thoroughly believe that in the areas in
the south-west of my electorate the great
ironstone outcrops that come up the Grey
Range to Windorah, until it becomes the
Cheviot, great mining possibilities will yet
be discovered. Queensland, in a mining
sense, has only been scratched, and little
more than the sunburned gold has been dis-
covered. For instance, on the Isa Proprie-
tary Company’s Argyle lease, sinking for a
lode which we expected to reach at 140 feet,
we struck a blend lode at 60 feet, whose ore
assayed up to 63 per cent. lead and 60 oz.
silver. I thoroughly agree that there will
be a tremendous mining revival which will
benefit the railway system, as it will bring a
high' price freight, while I admit the real
standby of the country is, of course, agricul-
ture and pastoralism, which will be assisted
by any such revival as providing rich local
markets for the produce of the soil.

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa): 1 notice that
the report of the department lightly
touches upon the question of the discovery
of oil. I do mot hold with the remarks of
my colleague, the hon. member for Warrego,
in connection with Dr. Wade, because I am
one of those who believe that Dr. Wade had
certainly some grounds to go upon. The

Commonwealth Government at

[9 pm.] one time offered a reward of

£50,000 for the discovery of oil in

Australia. Quite recently they altered that

and made it a subsidy, but the unfortunate

part about it is that they gave £22,500 to New

South Wales, £22,500 to Western Australia,
and only £5,000 to Queensland.

The SECRETARY POR PUBLIC WORKS: That is
their usual treatment of this State.

Mr., CONROY: I cannot undersiand the
action of the Commonwealth Government in
this matter, more particularly after we have
the report of Dr. Wade, and I propose to
quote Dr. Wade’s report in regard to the
discovery of oil in Queensland, as I have not
vet read any better report in connection with
the discovery of oil so far as it relates %o
Queensland, and particularly as it relates to
the Orallo district. Dr. Wade, dealing with
the results from the various bores put down,
made these remarks on the analysis of gas
at Roma—

It is a wet gas, which is very sugges-
tive of the presence of oil in the strata.
No evidence of a structure can be found
at Roma, unless the rounded hill on which
the bores are situated represents a local
dome-shaped fold, but T am of opinion
that some favourable structure exists,
since I think the presence of such large
bodies of gas under such pressures in this
locality connote the existence of favour-
able structural conditions. It may be that
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the gas is sealed in by the lenticularity
of the beds, but such conditions are
favourable to the accumulation of oil
also. In such a case, however, the pre-
sence of the lens at depths cannot be
ascertained by geological work at the sur-
face, which is very unfortunate, for the
only means of locating such a structure
is the drilling of wild-cat wells, which is
a very expensive and often a very dis-
appointing business.”
Dealing with the finding of traces of oil in
ivious bores, Dr. Wade inclined to the
l‘w ief that they were due to soakage from
operations on the sucface, and that to test
the beds at Roma for oil something like
4000 fect of drilling will be necessary, and
that is an expensive operation. He further
remarked that a sawiple from the Lander Oil
Cempany’s bore at Orallo had the charac-
toristics of a truc oil sand. that the log of
ihe bore hole, if accurate, showed some very
hopeful and intevesting features; and he
expressed the hope that the second bore would
sottle the question of the existence of oil in
commercial quantities in that region. A note,
however, remarks on the abandonment of the
second bore. Operations have been recom-
menced in the first bore. The expert said
that the evidence indicates that there is hope
of oil being present at moderate depths,
w neze structural features are favourable, and
the chances of obtaining oil are put down at
30 in 100, and he reports—

“1 suggest that an altempt should be
made to geologically map this srea in as
meat detail as possﬂole, and that special

tiention be given to localities where
thern is any indication of suitaole struc
tural conditions. Even if natural gas
can he obtained, provided thai it i« in
\\uch quantities as were proved to exist
in the No. 3 bore at Roma, the exploita-
tion of such gas should prove profitable,
and would be likely to lead to the
development of secondary industries in
this part of Queensland.”

A good deal of comment has been made, and
the CGovernment have been blamed in con-
nection with their attitude in regard to the
lesse granted the Lander Oil Company. I
think that was a very good proposition,
because the Government were protected
under the Petreleum Act of 1923, and a cer-
tain area in the Maranoa districh was
resecved for oil-boring operations for State
purposes. Later on the Secretary for Mines
entered into an agreement with Duncan
Charles Milsom to 1nospect for oil under
certain conditions.- I refer to that because
tne Lander Oil Company were really pros-
pecting, and if oil was discovered the Go-
vernment would receive the benefit as pro-
udsd under that agreement, clause 8 of which
resds—

““That all the petroleum recovered
from the said area shall be the property
of licensees who shall pay to the Crown
a royalty at the rate of 124 per cent. of
the gross value of such petloleum.”

Then clause 9 reads—

“That Duncan Charles Milsom shall
forthwith scientificially search for petro-
leum on the said area and will erect a
boring plant thereon, and in so doing
will within the first two years of the term
of the license spend such sum or sums of
money up to £50,000 as shall be necessary
to produce petroleum or prove that the
said area is barren.”

1925—4 ¢
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I think that is sufficient evidence that it was
a very good proposition for the Queensland
Government, Even if the Lander Oil Com-
pany had discovered oil in the first instance,
as 1t was thought they would, they would
have had to expend £50,000 in develop-
mental work, and if the company had dis-
covered oil in payable quantities the
Government would have received a royalty
of 124 per cent. That was a very good pro-
posl‘non for the Government. .

I have heard statements made by hon.
members with regard to the possibility of the
success of the Lander Company’s operations.
The lecader of the Opposition, when speaking
in the dcbate on the Address in Reply,
referred to the efforts of Dr. Jensen, and I
shall now quote from an article by Dr.
Jensen with regard to the operations of the
Lander Oil Co'npanv in the Orallo distriet,
as reported in the * Western Star” of 12th
August last—

“The Lander Qil Company, whatever
may have been its initial mistake, has
made a bona fids, costly, and coumﬁeou»
endecavour to do ﬂomethlng

¢ Personally, I think that in the carly
stage of oil prospecting the ordinary
artesian drill should be used instead of
spending large sums on modern rotary
plants such as are used on proved oil-
fields. DBut whether that expenditure on
the part of the Lander Oil Company was
justified or mnot, the company has
expended a very large sum in testing its
area, and has JuStlﬁOd the confidence of
the Government of its good intentions.’

I think that is sufficient evidence that
the Government were quite ]uatiﬁed in
entering into the aﬂleement with the Lander
0il Company. I do not think that the
Lander Gil Company is the only company
W hnch should should have access to that aren,
which is what is known as the 60-miles reser-
vation lease,

I would peint out—and I think this is
borne out by Dr. Wade's report—that pro-
specting for oil is not only a very expensive
proposi ion, but with a great risk attached to
it.  The ILander Oil Company has beecn
opcrating in that district for about two years.
Du ing that time they have put down two
bores to a depth of about 2,600 feet cach, but
up to the present time no beneficial rosults
hive acerned. I would suggest to the
Minister that the question of the reservation
of that area be reconsidered. There are
other companics which T believe would like
to prospect in the area, and, while I do not
believe in wild-cat companies or companies
with onlv small financial resources—because I
do not think it is possible for a small com-
pany to do any good work in prospecting for
oil—1I think the opportunity should be given
to companies with good financial backing to
prospect in the urea.

The leader of the Opposition asked the
Secretary for Mines what amount of money
had been expended up to date by the Lander
0il Company, and I think the Minister's
reply was that somewhere about £75.000 had
been spent. That shows that prospecting for
o1l is very cxpensive. I hope that she
Minister will entertain applications from
other comnanies which are strong financially.
I would like the whole matter reconsidered.
and, if there is a chance of discovering oil-—
and T honestly believe that, if oil can be
discovered, it is going to be found in the
Orallo district—other companles shouid be

Conroy.]
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given an opportunity of prospecting. We
have had three bores put down and we have
had a long report on the subject, and I think
that, if any of these companies had had the
same opportunity of getting below the gas-
bearing area, the possibilities of getting
results would have been much improved. The
first bore which was puat down was that of
the Roma Municipal Council, which went to
a depth of 3,700 feet and there struck petro-
liferous gas. The Roma Mineral 0il Com-
pany then put down a bore, which also struck
petroliferous gas. That company was unfor-
tunate cnough to have the gas from the
bore catch alight, and it burned for about
six wecks before it was put out. Then some
of the tools were lost in the bore, and the
company was not financial enough to go on.
Tater on the Government proceeded with n
hore, with the same results. A portion of the
drill was lost, and the hole had to be aban-
doned. I think that venture cost the Govern-
ment something over «£40,000, which was
really for euperimental work. That fact only
geos to show the great experience which is
necsssary in boring for oil. I would like the
Minister to reconsider the position regarding
the reservation area, and I sugvest that,
whilst he might grant other leases, one
portion of the area could still be reserved
for the Crown, because, if the Government
did strike oil, they would get back not 124
per cent. of their money but the whole lot.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barceo): Some time ago
the Federal Government very kindly placed
at the disposal of this Government the ser-
vices of a geologist, Dr. Wade, who visited
a certain portion of our State and devoted
particular attention to the possibilities of
securing oil in the Central Wcstern district
Be visited my electovate, and he reported
that there were certain indications of oil in
that area which were highly pvomlemg an-l
well worthv of investigation and possibly sub-
coquent  development.  He imtanccd the
Ruthven aricsian bore, 4,070 feet deep, from
which an oily wax was still fowing a't}muqh
it was put down twenty years ago. Thers
were alro favourable indications at Spl ing-
leigh, aleo at Minnle Downs, and again at
Malta. TIn the latier instance a company
is endeavouring to develop what it believes
to be a favourable proposition. Summing up
Qr ‘Wade’s report, one is driven to the con-
c¢lusion  that he was somewhat optimistic
about the occurrence of oil in the Central
*\«‘\'nst&rn district. I want to ask the Minister
if he is prepared to devote a portion of the
£5,000 which the Commonwealth Govm’nmm't
are granting to Queensland towards the work
of practically te:tmg the resources of this
tract of coantry. It is not a wide area, but,

basirg my opinion on what Dr. Wade has
said, l‘r is country which should be investi-
gated for the existence of oil. I am sorry

the Federal Government did not allow more

than £5000 for reeearch work of this
chavarter in Queernsland, Tt scems to me to be
streneo that in Queensland, where we have
undouitedly every indication of the existence
of oil. the meagre sum of £5000 is madeo
available, whereas in New South Wales,
where the indications are not so favcurable,
£25.000 is the amount provided.

At 915 pom.,

The CrarrMax resumed the Chair,

Mr. BULCOCK : I suppose we shall have
to be content with what we have got, but
I would ask the Minister to utilise a por-
tion of the £5,000 for research work in the

[Mr. Conroy.
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district in which I am interested. At the
present time the Commonwealth Govern- -
ment have a standing offer of £50,000 to
any company or individual who succeeds in
finding oil. That £50,000 is practically of
no importance to any company or individual
who discovers oil. The £50,000 would be a
mere bagatelle as con*paled with the value
of the income the company or gentleman
would derive from the discovery of oil.
suggest to the Minister that he get in touch
with the officers of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment who are responsible for making
this offer, and endeavour to induce tllem
ro_adopt an alternative scheme. Instead of
£50,000 belng given as a 1eward for the
person who discovers oil in Australia, 1t
would be an infinitely better proposition,
and would lead to infinitely greater pro-
gress, and offer greater possibilities of suec-
cess, if this amount were spent in the sub-
sidisation of bore operations in promising

localities. There are promising IOCa,hul(BS A
moment ago I mentioned the Malta bore.
In connection with that "area a small

enthusiastic company are putting down a
bore, and I know that their financial
resources are very limited. If they are given
some assistance in the purchasing of casing
and meetmg expenses incidental to a ven-
ture of this kind, I feel sure that they will
be ahle to progress a good deal quicker, and
will ultimately obtain a great deal more
success. 1 commend that suggestion to the
Minister, because I believe that we are not
am)roaching the question from a correct
angle in approaching it from the idea of a
reward when oil is discovered. If a scheme
for the subsidisation of boring in approved
localities, in spots selected by the Minister’s
advisers  if necessary—or selected after
research has been undertaken in that regard
—it would lead to better and more effective
results than we shall obtain under the pre-
sent system. I hope the Minister will dis-
course on that side of the question and
point to the necessity for an alteration in
the present system.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchel}: A good deal has
1\0fn sald to-night by hon. members on both
sides concerning the Cloncurry mineral belt.
Quite recently I visited that arca. I first
went through that country in 1883 to a gold
rush called Pumpkin Gully, not far from
where the township of Cloncurry stands
to-day. I have been a practical miner, work-
ing in the different States of the Commeon-
wealth, principally in connection with copper
and gold, and, after having an opportunity
lecentlv “when travelling with the Public
Works Commission of going over the Clon-
curry mineral area I have no hesitation in
saying that it is one of the most unique
deposits in the whole of Australia. I hope
some da,y within my lifetime, if minerals
will only mcwase in xalue to sec Wonderful
development in the Cloncuuv mineral belt.

Something has been sazd to-night about
oil, and the hon, member for Barcoo has
drawn the Minister’s attontlon to some very
favourable signs located in his electorate.
I am given to understand—the Minister can
correct me if I am wrong—that the best
prospects of oil being discovered in ueens-
land are at Longreach.

The SECcrRETARY FOR MINES: The biggest

flow.
Mr. PAYNE: When that flow was dis-
covered the chairman of the shire

council at Longreach, who is an energetic
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young chap, immediately applied for a
lease on behalf of the shire council. I think
that boring is at a standstill now. I under-

stand there is a waxy substance coming from
it now. If what I am told is correct, then the
best indications of oil being discovered in
Queensland are at Longreach. I am given to
understand that it will only take a few thou-
sand pounds to shut off the water and test
the hore. The Government should get busy.
If the Longreach Shire Council cannot under-
take the test, and if the ratepayers are not
prepared to back the council in testing the
bore, then the Government should either
undortake it themselves or allow someone
else to do the work. It does seem a pity that
the Government should allow that bore to be
sunk a further depth for water without first
testing it for oil. The Government will make
the -greatest mistake they have ever made if
they do not take steps to test this bore. I
was there a few months ago, and the oil was
freely flowing then. Traces of oil could be
found along the bore drain running away
from the bore. The simple fact of the Long-
reach Shire Council having taken up a lease
should not enable them to hold that area
without attempting to develop it. Opposed
as I am to private enterprise, I say that, if
the Government or the Longreach Shire
Council do not intend to develop that won-
derful proposition, and the indications for oil
being so good, it would be very much better
for Queensland if they allowed some private
person to do so. I hope that the Government
will urge the Longreach Shire Council to test
this bore, and if they do not do so that they
will take it over even at the expense of com-
pensating the council for the boring that has
been done. I am very doubtful whether the
bore will be a very good proposition for a
water supply. seeing that the water is impreg-
nated with oil.

Mr. ComseR: Are the tests of oil being
discovered hopeful ?

Mr. PAYNE: I have not gone into the
matter carefully, but I understand from the
Minister and the geologist that the indica-
tions of oil are the best that have so far been
discovered in this State. All I am empha-
sising is that it would be a pity if the Go-
vernment decides not to test that bore and
allow th~ Longreach Shire Council to further
manipulate it if they have no intention of
testing the oil possibilities.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburre): I congratu-
late the department on the work it has been
doing. One important matter that the
depaltment should carefully watch, in Vle\V
of the possibility of the opening of silver-
lead mines, is the ventilation in the mines.
Where this contract system is in operation
contractors, who are out to make as much as
ther can, will take all sorts of risk with life
and health for the purpose of making money.
When having the mining conditions reviewed
by the Arbitration Court we have endea-
voured to have tqose conditions specified so
that the health of the miners shall be pro-
tected. Thcx department should also see that
proper appliances are installed for the lay-
ing of dust in the mines.

The medical inspection of miners is another
matter to which the Government must give
attention. The time is not far distant when
every miner working underground will have
to undergo a medical examination to ascer-
tain whether he has any symptoms of miner’s
phthisis. We realise that this is an impor-
tant step to take, but it is one which will
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‘have to be faced if we are determined to

stamp out this disease. At the present time
men enfter mines knowing that they are
‘1ttacked with phthlalb, and under the system
of drinking water in the mine the disease can
easily be spread. The water-bag is usually
hung up in a cool drive, and when miners
require a drink they put the bottleneck in
the bag to their mouths, drink from if, and
then hang it up again, thereby communicat-
ing phthisis to others.

Oune of the most important items that could
be dealt with urnider the mining vote is the
amount voted to prospectors. It has been
mentioned very clearly to-night that some-
thing must be done in the matter of pros-
pecting. Our territory is a very big one,
and one in which prospectors should be
engaged. There are plenty of men prepared
to go out if thev get anything like a fair
deal from the department. They are pre-
pared to test new fields and give satisfactory
work in return for the 15»1=tance they receive.
If it were left to the mining wardens to
recopimend the amounts to be granted, I am
satisfied we should encourage good men to
go prospecting, It would be much better
than having those men travel around the
country secking work in other directions.
We know that prospectors, when short of
money, will put their plant aside and go cut
and earit money to enable them to put in
anothoer three or four months prospecting,
and those men should be encouraged.

Ancther matter of importance that was
mentioned to-night was in connection with a
railway to Mount Isa. I had the pleasure of
visiting and inspecting that field. The hon.
member for East Toowoomba went down only
100 feet, but I went down considerably
further. That field is a big one, and a rail-
way should be built to it as soon as poseible.
The Public Works Commission visited the
district and gave their report, which was
favourable, and it is now only right that a
line should be built from Duchess to Mount
Isa, If the Government take immediate
action, the mining companiss will set about
installing machmew and working an eflicient
plant, The companies will not do much in
the way of developmental work until they
can get ma,chmelv on the ground to cope
with thtt “Olh as cheaply as poss‘ole Wirh
the advent of a railway those companies
could go ahead and give employment to
many men. Now that Mount Morgan is
closed down a large number of good miners
will be out of work, and the Cloncurry field
is the only omne that can uabsorb those men.
At present it can take only a limited num-
ber. Tt has been 1Lpowted that the Mount
Elliott Companv is going to restart in the
Cloncurry district, That company hss a

large amount of money. It hass to do
something with it, and it realises that
the Cloneurry district presents an excel-

lent opportunity for the expenditure of that
money. The compansy has mines, both free-
hold and leasehold. snd I am satisfied that,
if the proposition that is moocted goes whead.
we shall see a great deal more life in the
Cloncurry dlstnct than exists at the present
time. When mining was in full operation,
the Clonsurry district had something like
4,000 to 5,000 ‘workers engaged in mining a'1d
smeltlno* in addition to a large number of
prespectors and gougers.

At the- present time the gougers in Clon-
curry are trying to make ends meet in the
hope of better things coming their way. If
the company erect the big smelter works

My, Dash.]
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that they say they will it will be a great‘
thing for Queensland because something will

have to be done in that way to .

[9.30 p.m.] find work for the wunemployed.
I am satisfied that, if big coke-
erected on the Bowen coalfield.
companies will be able to get
coke at a reasonable figure and reduce their
overhead charges in that respect. At the
present time it is very difficult to get trucks
to complete the orders which the agent of the
Bowen coal has received. He is doing good
work, but the difficulty is in supplying the
orders which he has received and year after
vear iz receiving, because sufficient frucks
are not available to cart the coal. Something
will have to be done in that direction, other-
wise the Government will lose ordela that
would naturally go to the Bowen coalfield.
The coal iz of good quality. and it only needs
facilitic= to transfer the coal from the mine
to the person desiring it in order to develop
the field.

The whale of the mining in the Cloncurry
district will go ahead if greuter attention is
paid to tho matter. The mining inspectors
have to suffer a good deal of hardship in
having to travel round such a large area
:s the Cloncurry mineral district.  The
Department of Mines has realised that the
old system of travelling by horse and buggy
is out of date, and is supplying the inspectors
‘with motor-cars so that they can get around
more quickly and do the work they are
expected to do.

I again lay stress on the fact that special
attonh(‘n should be given by the mining
inspectors to the qucatlon of providing proper
ventilation to minimise the danrrer from
miner's phthisis.

Mr. FOLEY (Leickhardt): In common
with other hon. members, I desire to con-
gratulate the Minister on the way in which
he has administered the Department of Mines
during his term of office, and, like other hon.
members, I have no grouch as regards the
treatment meted out to me as member for
Leichhart m the matter of assistance to
mining in that district. I want to deal with
the Clermont district, and to point out that
the question of reviving goldmining in that
district should merit very sympathetic cou-
sideraticn from the Minister. The hon.
gentleman has been attendinv to that matter,
'md has alrcady sent a party of miners from
Brisbane to ondemcur to open up what is
known as the old ¢ Wildcat Lead.” which.
in the past, produced many thousands of
ouncas of the bost gold. Latterly very little
has besn done owing to the fact that afier
working this lead for something like four
miles water was struck, and the methods of
operation at that time were such that the
average miner, with his limited capital, could
not possibly cope with the flow of water. and
consequently the lead had to be abandoned.
At present a prospector named McRitchie is
trying to pick up that old lead. There is a
theory held by that man and other individuals
in the district that, when they struck the
watel, it was only a cross-stream, or what is
known as an underground lagoon. He has
already sunk one shaft at a point allowing
a margin of space between the old workings
where they struck the water originally, with
the result that he has struck a huge flow of
water on the site he has chosen. With
further assistance from the Minister and bv
getting a party of men locally to assist him
‘he is at present trying another site to see if

[Mr. Dash
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it 1s possible to locate the old lead in dry
ground. As this lead was previously wolke(*
for 4 miles with very little or no water in
the workings, it seems a very peculiar thing
that at the end of the 4 miles of working he
should suddenly meet with a dip and then
strike a flow of water to such an extent that
it was impossible for the average working
miner to continue operations.

T have been looking up the old records, and
I would like to bring under the notice of the
Minister a report by Mr. Dunstan, the Chief
(xmnmment Geologist, in the “ Queensland
Parliamentary Papﬂlb“ for the session of
1902. volume 3. 1In that report he goes in*o
the question of the alluvial deposits in the
Clermont field, and in one portion of it he
deals with the ])LODpectmg which was done
by the Prosnecting Association in Clermont
num,y vears ago in an endeavour to locate the

st lead by boring. Looking at the map
fhut accompanies the report, n my opinion,
the horing coperations were_ start-d from a
1oint at too great an angle from the old
original lead that had been worked. Ifurther-
wmiore, the report alzo points out that the dis-
te1:ce between the bore holes was such that
it was possible for a lead to exist between
them. Luoking at the scale on the map
companying the report, I find +hat the
stance between some of the bore holes is
cver a quarter of a mile. Nineteen holes
were bored. and wash was found in some of
them and traces of gold in others, but nothing
10 warvant any further expnnchtule of the
average miner's time and money to prospect
it thoroughly by sinking shafts and drives.
T would suggest that the Minister should give
favourable consideration to the question of
getting one of the Government bores—I
helieve there is one at Mount Isa now not
OpC‘L ting—sent to the Clermont district, and
arrange For a systematic prospect by bormg
80 that the underground strata can be located
and the information given to prospectors. I
do not say that by the boring method we are
going to determine whether there is any
extent of value there, because it is possible
for a borz to be within a few feet of what is
kuown =23 the run of gold. The best we
can do i: determine whether the lead exists.
The boring of that particular strata would
sliow the average miner whether the lead
existed underground, and also give an indica-
fion as 1o whother the lead was worked out,
whether it was wet or dry, or a volume of
ter existed to cnable him to determine
ther he could carry on sinking operafions
and cope with any water which e\ﬁ’red If
that information were obtained in the Cler-
mont u1=1110t it would mean a big saving in
prospecting grants by the departusens and a
big saving to the Prospecting Association at
Clermont  in financing prospectors on the
field.

C

If the Minister has sufficient money at his
disposal, and if he undertakes boring and
finds any trace of the lead—we know that the
heavy gold is there where mining operations
ceased; good values were procured from the
last slmft prior to meefing with the heavy
water——he could give consideration to the
question of financing the sinking of a shaft,
say, half a mile or a mile down the lead and
the installation of a plant to pump the water
and drain the country ahead. I might illus-
trate that buggestlon by saying that at one
time on the deep lead in the Herberton dis-
trict, when the miners could not carry on
their operation on a great portion of it owing
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to the strong flow of water underground, a
company was formed to drive a tunnel from
the bank of the Wild River into the lead at
a point a mile or so down the lead from the
Herberton township. The tunnel was even-
tually driven into a favourable site under-
neath the lead, and then they worked up and
drained the water out of the lead, with the
result that hundreds of miners were able to
work the ground higher up, and the produc-
tion of many thousands of pounds’ worth of
metal was made possible. The same thing
could be done in the Clermont district. We
know that the gold is there where the
work stopped, and it only requires a little
prospecting ahead and the installation of
pumping machirery for a short period to
drain the ground above so that the average
prospector could carry on. I believe, and
many other authorities believe, that that is
possible, and if it were carried out many men
could be well employed on the field with the
prospect of increasing the gold production of
the State.

I should like to say something about the
question of dealing with the low-grade wash
which exists on the surface in many parts of
the Clermont district. I suppose the same
thing occurs in many other parts of the State.
In all alluvial districts you will find deposits
at the surface of too low a value for the
average worker with pick and shovel to
work if he has to carry it to the nearest
water to treat. It is also in some cases
of too low a value for the hand dry
blower, but a process has been tried out
at Clermont for this purpose with good
results, The Minister some time ago
financed the inventor and gave it a good
test. Miners from all parts of the district
attended at the trial, and were unanimously
of the opinicn that the process was absolutely
unbeatable as regards the saving of the
precious metal. It can be adapted to prac-
tically any kind of metal. Unfortunately,
at that time the inventor desired too much
for the Queensland rights, and the Govern-
ment would not undertake to purchase those
rights. Since then the Minister has been
sympathetic enough to purchase one dry
blower and intends sending it to the Cler-
mont district to be put into operation with
the object of proving to Queensland gener-
ally that low-grade surface wash cin be
treated by this process

The scerst of the succeess of this 1nvention
is the fact that it will put through o much
larger quantity of washdirt of low-grade
value than can be put through by the hand

process, It can put through 60, 70, or
80 tons a day, according to iis capacity,
wheress a pair of miners with the old
hand dry Dblower would have to work
veryr hard to put through 6 or 7 tons.
The volume that is put through com-

pensates for the low values that are procured.
We have a couple of miners who are willing
to wive this a fvv-out before it is sent to
Clermont, and I hope the trial will be held
in the course of a fortnight in a prospecting
district where theve is a deposit, and possibly
at a later date be sent to Clermont if the
values in the Clermont district are more
favourable to work upon.

Dealing with the low-grade surface ores
in the Clermnnt distriet, I would like to
suggest to the Dinister that he arrange for
a. geologist to systematically prospect the
whole surface wash existing in that district
on similar lines to those adopted on the area
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at Taylor's Hill on the South Coast.
I have seen a map of that district, at

a place called Taylor's Hill, where Mr.
Ball systematically prospected the whole sur-
face and gave the value that existed on the
surface. If *he information was available
for the whole of the Clermont district, the
miners would be in a position to form them-
selves into small parties for the purpose of
ruising £250 or £300 to purchase one of
these machines, and the whole district. which-
consists of many thousands of acres, could be
worked successfully not only in the interests
of the district itself but in the intevests of
+he State generally.

The Sccrersny For Mines: The geologist
snows it very clearly on the plan.

My, FOLEY: He does at Kingston, I was
suggesting that a similar systematic pros-
pecting be made in Clermont, where there is
a much larger district and a greater number
of deposits than in the Kingston area.

The SECRETARY FoR MINEs: How would the
valuss compare with the Kingston area?

Mr. FOLEY: I think the values would
Le very much more favourable. T was
informed by one man, when discussing this
process with him in the Clermont district,
that he knows of places that would average
at the very least 3 dwt. per load, and
there is a good deal of land there. It could
not be worked by one pair of working
miners in the course of two or three years.
Now, & dwt. of gold per load would average
somewhere about 12s. per ton, with the
result that the capacity of this plant put-
ting thrcugh somewhere about 8 yards per
hour would enable the miners working it
to show a turnover of from £32 to £37 per
day. That return would be impossible with
the old dry-blowing process. The expense
of feceding the machine by a tractor, ploughs
and scocps, or by an excavator, would be
verv little comipared with the amount that
is produced on fair values.

A good deal has been said during the
diseussion about prospecting for oil,  One
would not gain much by appealing to the
Minister to take steps to do a little pros-
pecting in Queensland for oil, because the
vote would not allow him to do 2.

The Srcrerary ror Mmves: I will give
that dry blower a good test.

Mp, FOLEY : Thank you.

1 would like to refer to the report of
>r. Jensen on the country known as the
Cousuelo  district, south of Springsure.
Something should be done to bring ~ this
district more under the noties of oil pros-
poctors, The report of Dr. Jensen in regard
to the possibilities of obtaining oil there
is one of the most favourable that we could
read. Not only have we got the report by
Dv. Jensen on the possibilities of obtaining
oil there by boring. and the possibilities
of striking an oilfield similar to the Mexi-
can field, but there are seams of shale, one
of which averages 4 feet in thickness and
analyscs somewhere about 58 gallons of oil
to the ton. Right on the spot we have a
number of seams of coal that were inspected
by the Public Works Commission during
one of their visitz to the district.

I would like to touch upon one more point
—the wecent coal find in the Clermont dis-
trict, We have a big deposit of coal in the

lair Athol district, which I do not intend
tu deal with tonight, but quite recently a

Mr., Foley.]
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find was made of a different class of coal a
few miles from Blair Athol in a southerly
direction, in a lccality known as Douglas
Creek. The prospectors of that deposit
located it when boring for water. They are
only struggling workers who have done a
good. deal of hard work boring and sinking,
and up to date the analysis of the coal has
been favourable, although not quite up to
the desired standard. We have proved, how-
ever that, whereas Blair Athol will not coke,
the new coal find, although not giving quite
as good an analysis from a steaming point of
view, has proved that it will produce a fairly
good, hard enke, which will mean a good
deal for the Clermont district. Because of
the fact that just adjacent to this coalmine
we have the old Copperfizld mine that was
worked longer than any copper mine in
Queensland, and which would have been
aopened by ‘the Mount Morgan Company but
for the recent slump in copper, I would like
to see the Secretary for Mines arrange for
the Chief Govelnment Geologist, who is an
authority on coal and has made a survey of
the Copperfield district, to make a visit to
that distriet and thoroughly survey the
depesit for the purpose of helping the pros-
pectors who are there at the present time.

At 9.55 p.m.,

The CHAIR,MA‘\T said: Under the pro-
visions of Sessional Orders agreed to by the
House on 29th July and 25th September, I
shall now leave the chair, report progress,
and ask leave to sit again.

The House resumed.
The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Thy+ House adjourned at 10 p.m.





