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Questions. [29 SEPTEMBER.] Questions. 769' 

TUESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1925. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bm·tram, 111aree), 
wok the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
messages from His Excellency the Deputy 
Governor, assenting to the following Bills:-

Inspection of Machinery Act Amendment 
Bill; 

Primary Products Pools Acts Amendment 
Bill; 

'l'rust Accounts Act Amendment. Bill; 
Basic Wage Bill ; 
Primary Producers' Organisation Acts 

Amendment Bill. 

QUESTIONS. 

STATE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS IN GREATER 
BRISBANE A REA. 

l\{r. KEHR (Enoggrra) asked the Secretary 
for Public Instruction-

,, 1. \Vhat. is the number of scholar­
ship entries from each State school in the 
Greater Brisbane area for last scholarship 
examinations? 

" 2. \Yhat is the number that obtained 
scholarships in each State school in the 
said area? 

" 3. 'What is the percentage of increase 
in membership for each State school in 
the said area for last year?" 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude 
T1 alley) replied-

" (1 and 2.) Statement showing candidates 
for the April, 1925, State Scholarship 
Examination who sat and passed from State 
schools in the area of Greater Brisbane-

Schools. ~~~~~ 
Ascot 12 1 11 
Ashgrove 1 

1 Bald Rills .. 2 2 
Breakfast Creek 6 6 
Brisbane Central 22 16 
Brisbane East . . . . . . 27 25 
Brisbane South (BoyR) . . . . 26 17 
Brisbane South (Girls and Infants) 18 10 
Bulimba . . . . . . 7 7 
Bnranda (Boys) . . . . 21 15 
Buranda (Girls and Infants) 10 6 
Cannon Rill . . 8 1 
Coorparoo 25 1 19 
J)arra . . . . . . 6 6 
Dutton Park (Boys) . . 18 12 
Dutton Park (Girls and Infants) 18 12 
F.ag1r JnnC'tion 80 67 
Enoggera . . . . 15 11 
Fortitude Valley Won) . _ . . 8 2 
:Fortitude Valley (Girls and Infants) 7 
Gap . . . . . . . . 2 '2 
Grpcnsloves . . J o 5 
Hamilton 5 3 
Remmant . . 13 2 
Indooroopi1Iy 14 11 
Ithaca Creek 11 ll 
.Junction Park . . 28 r; 
Kangaroo Point (Boys) 8 4 
Kangaroo Point (Girls) 12 11 
Kelvin GroYc (Roys) 2+ 18 
Kelvin Grow (Girls) 2:) 2~ 
I.cir,hhardt Street (Girls) 4 3 
Manly 23 12 
Milton 2;; 18 
New Farm 30 19 

1925-3 B 

Schools. Sat. ! Passed. 

Norman Park 
Nundah . . . . .. .. 
Petrie Terrace (Boys) . . . . 
Petrie Terrace (Girls and Infants) .. 
Pink en ha 
Sandgate 
Sherwood 
Taringa 
Toowong 
Virginia .. 
West End (Boys) 
West End (Girls) 
Wilston .. 

10 
34 
10 
14 

5 
33 
23 
51 
24 
11 
17 

Windsor 
Wooloowin 
Wynnum Central 
Wynnum North 
Wynnum \Vest 
Yeronga 

8 
7 

1 46 

:: I ~~ 

Zillmere 

5 
20 

7 
8 

22 
2~ 
41 
20 
10 
12 

7 
4 

39 
33 

8 
1 
1 

11 ::I 2~ 
~-- -- ----~~----~--'----'-----

NOTE.-" Passing" the examination necessarily 
implies the gaining of a State Scholarship. 

"(3.) Statement showing the percentag,~ of 
increase or decrease in membership for- each 
State school in the Greater Brisbane area for 
t.he year 1924-

·~----- --------~ 

I 
PERCENTAGE 

AVERAGE MEMBERSHIP 
ATTEND· (AVERAGE 

I 

A. NC. E. ATTEND· Schools. 
ANCE). 

I
, 1;;:f;;;;~-.- In- I De-

____________ I ___ crease~ 

Ascot . . . . . .. 

1 

343 376 9-6 
Ashgrove . . . . 145 154 6-2 
Aspley . . . . 64 68 6·2 
Auchenflower (Infants) 74 72 . . I 2·7 
Bald Hills . . . .

1

113 I 98 13·3: 
Belmont 21 23 9-5 
Boondall . . . . Schoo

1
I opened 192 5 

Breakfast Creek . . 253 256 1·2 
Brighton . . . . 50 55 10 
Brisbane Central I 378 411 8·7 
Brookf!eld . . J 19 19 
Brookf!eld Upper 12 16 3.3. 
Bulimha . . . . I 450 458 1·8 
Buranda (Boys) . ·1 271 306 12·9 
Buranda (Girls and In- 464 477 2·S 

fants) 
Cannon Rill . . . . 343 317 
Carina . . 109 119 9·2 
Chermside . -~106 107 ·9 
Coorparoo . . . . 699 787 12·6 
Cooper's Plains 62 62 
Crihb Island . . 27 39 44·4 
Darra . . . . . .1124 130 4·8 
Dutton Park (Boys) . . 329 360 9·4 
Dutton Park (Girls and 594 624 5·1 

Infants) 
Eagle Junction . . 1,057 1,112 5·2 
East Brisbane.. 11 013 1,031 1·8 

7·& 

Eight-Mile Pl.lins .. I ' 49 51 4-1 
Enoggera . . . . 289 312 7·0 
Figtrce Pocket . . I 20 16 2ri 
Fortitude Valley (Boy") 434 4ii0 5-1 
Fortitude Valley (Girls) I 3EO 377 
Fortitude Valley (In- ! 270 242 

fants) [ 
Gap .. 

1 
63 56 

gold c{eck .. 
1 51~ 5 ~~ 2~. 3 I 

H~e~~ftg~es · · I 246 2;1Q 
Remmant :: i HO 164 l7.·1 
Ifcndra . . i 127 125 
Inclnoroopi!ly . . . . I 248 230 
Ironsic!c~ . . . . , 97 88 
Ith"c': Creek . . . . 1 596 603 
Junetmn Pnrk .. i 918 955 

'1·2 
4 

K"ngaroo Point (Girls) 234 2:n 
Kangaroo Point (In- 150 1 68 12· 
Kangaroo Point (Bo)•R) I 201 201 

fants) 
Kedron Upper . . 14 13 

. ·.g 

10-4 

11·1 

2-8 

1·6 
7·3 
9·3 

'1·3 

7·1 
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I PERCENTAGE 
A VERAGF, I JIIEi\!BERSHJP 
ATTEND· 1 (AVERAGE 
A~CE. I ATTEND~ Schools. 

i -. I ANCE). 

i1-9;3}1o;-ir~---, De--
i · i crcasei. crea.se 

,---~---~---,---

Kelvin Grove (Boys) .. , 468 \ 501 ' 7·1 '1' 

Kelvin Grove (Girls and · 595 <

1 
668 12·3 , 

Infants) 'I 

Kenmore . . 38 I 39 2·G 
.Leichhardt Street 1 181 I 189 4·4 

(Boys) 1 1 

Leichhardt Street I! 172 i 170 
(Girls) . 

Lcichhardt Street ·
1

, 179 
(Infants) 

~lW~~ :: i §~! I ~~g 1~·7 i 

170 

1·2 

5·0 

:1\oiitchelton ,i 140 162 ' 15·7 i 
Moggill. . 38 36 .5.·3 
Morningside . . I 33 42 2

9
7·.3

6 
'I .. 

}1onnt Gravatt j 135 148 
Myrtletown I 25 Schoo 1 open-

ed ]1924 
New Farm 834 865 3·7 •1 

Newmarket 350 336 j 4 
Norman Park 481 517 7·5[ 
Nudgee I 78 73 •

7 
.. 
3 

11 

6·4 
Oxley . . 123 132 
Nundah . . . . 628 722 15·0 
Petrie Terrace (Boys).. 300 317 5·7 
Petrie Terrace (Girls I 539 •

1 
596 10·6r· 

and Infants) 
Pinkenba . . .. 158 160 1·3 I 
Pullen Vale . . 26 30 15·4 1 
Rocklea 145 154 6·2 : 
Runcorn j 203 212 '1·4 I 
Salisbury . . . . , 122 118 I 3·3 
Seventeen-Mile Rocks I 11 10 \ 9·1 
Sherwood . . . , 4 79 494 .3.·1 ,. 
Sandgate . . . . . 772 784 1·6 
Shorncliffe (Infants) .. j 121 126 4·1 I 
South Brisbane (Boys) 1 255 1 258 1·2 
South Brisbane (Girls; 314 319 1·61 

and Infants) 
Stafford · 86 91 5·8 
Taringa i 572 597 4·4 / 
Toowong . . :: I' 567 • 585 3·2 
Virginia . . . . 296 , 335 13·2 I 
West l<Jnd (Boys) 40± 1 418 3·5 
West Bnd (Girls) 1 389 ; 408 4·9 1 

West Bnd (Infants) 
1 

251 I 240 ,. 4·4 
·wuston : 394 'I 441 11·9 
Windsor j' 1,040 1 1,111 il·S i 
Wooloowin . . 700 1 809 15·6 ! 
Wynnum Centrnl i 565 1 625 10·0 I 
Wynnum North 229 I 229 I 
Wynnum vv est 71 I' 86 2.1.·1 
Yeronga 438 485 10·7 

~1-In_'_er_e ___ ---'--15_o_ ~6-6_,_10·7 __ ] __ 

l\1AXT11c:\il: WAGES AXD OvERTIME PAID BY 
RAILWAY DEPARTXIENT. 

Mr. CORSER (JJurnetl), for ~.1r. VOWLES 
(Dalln), asked the Secretary for Railways-

" Vvhat is the l1ighest amount of wages 
(inelllding overtime) p<tid by the Rail­
way Department in the months of Janu­
ary, February. March, April, May. June, 
and July of this yor, under the follow­
jng cmployn1cnt :-{a) Engine-drivers; 
(b) firemen; (c) olea;_ers; (d) guards; 
(e) clerks; (f) conductors?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" The infonnation is being preparcd.n 

SALES OF R.I.TOON COTTON AND COTTON SEED. 

Mr, PETERS0:'\1 (:\'ormanby) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture- · 

"1. What was tho ouantity of ratoon 
cotton sold in the Commonwealth by the 

B.A.C.A., Ltd., of the 1924-25 season's 
crop, and by whom was it purchased? 

" 2. \Vhat was the price r•er lb. of 
lint obtained? 

"3. \Vhat was the price paid the 
grower per lb. for ratoon cotton in seed 
for the 1924-25 crop? 

" 4. Was any ratoon cotton exported 
overseas; if so, what price was obtained, 
and where was it shipped to? 

"5. What was the weight of the cotton 
seed of the 1923-24 and 1924-25 crops sold 
to the B.A.C.A., Ltd.; and what price was 
received per ton for each season's seed? 

" 6. vVha t v. as the amount of seed sold 
to other customers; and what was the 
price received? 

" 7. Under the existing agreement 
with the B.A.C.A., Ltd., what will be the 
price paid for cotton seed of the 1925-26 
crop! 

" 8. \Yhat was the value of cotton seed 
in the British markets on the latest 
quotations received by the Government?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. ·w. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1. Thrcoe hundred and fourteen bales. 
The purchasers were Messrs. Geo. A. 
Bond and Co., Ltd., Overel!s' Ltd., 
l\fcDonnell and East, Ltd., Oarricks Ltd., 
Laycock, Littledike, and Oo., and Richard 
Harding and Oo., Ltd. 

"2.-

No. of bale' sold. 
5 

]28 
39 
48 
61 
5 

23 
5 

314 

Selling Price. 
Pence per lb. 

11.75 
12 
12.25 
12.50 
12.75 
13 
13.25 
13.50 

"3. The payments made to date have 
been at the rates of 3d., 2~d., and 2!d. 
per lb., according to grade. 

"4. No ratoon cotton of the 1924-25 
crop has been exported overseas for sale. 

" 5. The weight of cotton seed of the 
1923-24 crop sold to the B.A.C.A., Ltd., 
was 4,053 tons 14 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb. The 
price was £1 per ton, The quantity of 
cotton s· ~d from the 1924-25 crop to be 
sold to the B.A.O.A., Ltd., cannot yet bo 
e.scertained. The price will be £1 per 
ton. 

" 6. All Becd except requirements for 
planting was taken over by the B.A.C.A., 
Ltd. A charge of ~d. per lb. to cover 
expen··cs was mado for seed for plant-
1ng. 

" 7. £1 10s. per ton. 
" 8. The Government has no informa­

tion as to the current value o£ cotton seed 
in tho Briti..;h n1arkets." 

0PERATir:NS OF ATHERTON l\IAIZE POOL. 

Mr. LOGAN (Locl,ycr) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" 1. \Vhat did it cost per bushel to 
handle the mrtize i hat pllssed through 
the Maize Pool at Atherton last year? 

" 2. \Vas the price of the bags used 
by the farmers to carry their maize to 
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•the silos included in the amount men­
tioned by him when replying to Mr. 
Edwards's question relative to the Ather­
ton Maize Pool? 

" 3. If not, can he say what the extra 
bags actually cost the farmers? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTURE 
(Hon. \Y. Forga.n Smith, JI!Iackay) replied­

" 1. lld. per bushel, including admini­
strative charges, preliminary expenses, 
cost of bags, local freights, cartagc, etc. 

"2. Yes. 
" 3. Sec answers to :r-.;-os. 1 and 2." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

;table, and ordered to be printed:-
Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for 

the Insane for 1924. 
Annual RE'port of the Director, State 

Children Department, for the year 
1924. 

Report upon the operations of the Sub­
departments of Aboriginals, Dun­
wich Benevolent Asylum, Inebriates 
Institution (Dunwich), Jubilee Sana­
torium for Consumr>tives (Dalby), 
W estwood Sanatorium, Government 
Relief, Home for Epileptics (Willow­
burn), Prisons, Queensland Blind, 
Deaf, and Dumb Institution, and 
Diamantina Hospital for Chronic 
Diseases (Sout,h Brisbane). 

Regulations under the Charitable Insti­
tutions Management Act of 1885 and 
the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb Children 
Instruction Act of 1924, dated 15th 
July, 1925. 

Forty-ninth Report of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction for the year 1924. 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACTS 
AMEND::\1ENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

HoN. T. DUNSTAN (Gympie): I beg to 
1nove-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to Amend the 
vYorkers' Compensation Acts 1916 to 
1923, in certain particulars. ' 

Question put and passed. 

MAil\ ROADS ACTS A::\IENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
rDove-

" That the Bill be now re:cd a third 
tirne." 

Que"t1on put and passed. 

IPSWICH TRADES AND LABOUR HALL 
LAKD PERPETUAL LEASE BILL. 

'fHIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
tnove-· 

"That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Qttestlon put _and passed. 

SALARIES ACTS OF 1922 AND 1923 
REPEAL B lLL. 

THIRD READING. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Eacham): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time.n 

Question put and passed. 

\YORKERS' HOMES ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg t.o 
rnoYC-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

MINING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. J onE's, Paddington): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 
Mr. McLAOHLAN (ll!erthyr): I beg to 

move-
" That it is desirable that a Bill bB 

introduced to amend the Bank of New 
South Wales Act Amendment Act of 
1864, and for other incidental purposes." 

This is a short Bill of three clauses, and does 
not introduce any new principles. Its pnr­
pr se is to define more clearly and in language 
more suitable to mndern requirements the 
businee., of the bank, so as to make it clear 
that these powers and functions are equal to 
those enjoyed bv other financial institutions 
of the same kind operating within Australia. 
The powers asked for are no groa ter or wider 
than any company registered under the Com­
panies Act can assume for itself under its 
articles of association. I will explain the 
Bill more fuily during the second reading 
sto ge. 

Question put anJ passed. 

'The House n·eumed. 
The CH.IIJUL\N reported that the Committee 

had come to a re solution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

Mr. 1\1cLACHL. \N (J£ crthyr) presented the 
Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill bo now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
Tho second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
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SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(M:r. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 
Question stated-

" That there be granted to His 
Majesty, for the service of the vear 1925-
1926, a sum not exceeding £300 ·to defray 
the salary of the Aide-de-camp to His 
Excellency the Governor." 

~-Mr. SWAY="JE (Jfirani): When the House 
rose on Fri-day I was dealino- with the wan­
derings of the hon. member" for Herbert in 
l-.~s ~oliti<:al ~airyland, where most certainly 
his ImagmatiOn seemed to have got him 
bushed. He quoted an extract from a report 
of the chairman of directors of Bonds 
Limited, New South Wales. He also stated 
t?at that firm was still wait·ing for protec­
tiOn. Apparently the hon. member does not 
read,. or he would know that just prior to 
the time he made that stat.ement the tariff 
was being dealt with by the Commonwealth 
Parliament. 

On this subject of protection, I have here 
an extract from the weekly edition of the 
~1elbouri?c "Leade_r," the chief protectionist 
JOurnal m Australia. The article states-

" The Governn1ent "-

That is, the Bruce-Page Government, which 
was denounced by the hon. member for Her­
bert for not doing this-

" must be given credit for having made 
an. ~:mest attempt to abolish many of the 
exis~.-In~ ano1nahes, and to give adequate 
protection to Australian industries. The 
revised schedule, introduced in the House 
of Representatives last week, will 
undoubte-dly be exceedingly beneficial; 
the measure of the benefits, however, can 
only be gauged by the experience of time. 
In forty-seven cases reductions of duty 
have been made; increases have been 
made i_n fifty-three imtances, and there 
are thirteen readjustments. The aim 
apparently has been to wipe out manv 
purely revenue ~uties, and to furnish 
mcrease-d protection to industries which 
have suffered _in con~petition with cheap­
labour countnes, whilst at the same time 
furnishing means for the establishment 
of new industries for which the Common­
wealth possesses the raw materials and 
the labour. The Minister of Customs has 
estimated that the revised schedule will 
mean the provision of employment for 
25.000 to 30,000 workers within the next 
two years." 

Yet the hon. member said that the Common­
wealth Government are doing nothing in this 
matter. 

Again. on the question of serondarv indus­
tries, employment, and so on. I find that the 
hon. member makes the following astounding 
~tatcment on page 542 of "Hansard ":-

".'The following i!1dicnte the percentage 
n£ 1ncreasc or d· ,'Jr~r_sc in the number of 
fa.ctor.v enJplo~·f'cs during lhe four years 
from 1920 to 1923 :-

~:w South Wales (decrease)... 10.94 
'\ wtoria (decrease) ... ... 6.23 
Queensland (increase) 2.97 

So that we show an increass of practicallv 
3 per rent. in factory employees, wherea~s 
New. South \Vales shows a decrease of 
practiCally 11 per cent., and Victoria has 
lost practically 7 per cent." 

[Mr. Swayne. 

These statements of the hon. gentleman are 
entirely at variance with facts. He mis­
quotccl the figures. I have here the last 
·'Official Year Book of the Commonwealth" 
dealing with the years he mentioned. I find 
from that publication that in the year 1919-
1920 there was an increase in the number of 
factory employees in N C\' South vVales of 
13.22 per cent. ; that the vear 1920-1921 showed 
an increase of .39 per cent. ; the year 1921-
1922 an increase of 2.67 per cent.; and the 
year 1922-1923 showed an increase of 2.28 per 
cent. 

He alw said that the figures for Victoria 
in this connection show a decrease, but I find 
that the figures for 1919-1920 show that the 
number of factories in Victoria increased bv 
11.58 per cent.; that in the year 1920-1921 
there was an increase of 3.39 per cent. ; that 
m the year 1921-1922 there was an increase 
of 2.94 per cont. ; and that for the year 1922-
1923 there was an increase of 5.25 per cent. 
Yet the hon. "entleman distinctlv says that 
both those States show a decreas"e. 

Coming to Queensland, I find that the very 
first year he quotes shows a decrease yet he 
says it shows an increase. The fig~r'es for 
1919-1920 show that the number of factory 
Pmployees in Queensland decreased bv .24 per 
cent.; that in 1920-1921 there was an ·increase 
of 5.64 per cent.; that in 1921-1922 there was 
o. decrease of 2.20 per cent.; and that for 
1922-1923 there was an increase of 2.73 per 
cent.-two decreases in Queensland and none 
in the other States during the years he 
mentions. It. will be observed by the Com­
mittee that the statements of the hon. gentle­
man are distinctly at variance with facts and 
therefore are unreliab1e. The general r~sults 
Ehowed an increase in the number of employees 
engaged in factories in the various States, and 
[urther. show that Queensland, rich as it is 
n. all the needs of the manufacturer-rich as 
it is in coai and wool-cannot be compared 
under this Government with the other States 
which are not so fortunate in that regard. 
Furthermore, I notice that the hon. member 
for Herbert has been verv careful in his 
choice of years. I shall give a more compre­
~1ensive treatme~t of similar figures. Quot­
mg from the ' Official Year Book of the 
Commonwealth of Austra!I'a," I shall deal 
with-

AVERAGE NUMBER OF FACTORY EMPLOYEES. 

New South Wales. 
1919-1920 144,454 
1922-1923 152,266 

An increase of 

Victoria. 
1919-1920 
1922-1923 

An increase of 

1919-1920 
1922-1923 

Queensland. 

An increase of only 

7,812 

136.522 
152,625 

16,103 

40.891 
43,408 

2,517 

I nclnclcd in those Queensland figures are 
5.5Cg SHQar-mill emp]ovces for the vear 1922-
1923 anrl 4.098 sugrrr-mil! <'mplovees for the 
:ear 1919-1~20. the record showinv an 
111crease of 1,491 in that reo-ard. If the 
sugar-mill employees are exclu"dcd from the 
Queensland figures, the increase in the num­
ber of factory employees is reduced to 1,021. 
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While dealing with the figures of the hon. 
member for Herbert I wish to point. out how 
he selects his years. The hon. member care­
fully confined his figures to the years from 
1919-1920 onwards. If the figures of the pre­
Yious year are tabulated with those Le quotes 
the cornparison becomes infinitely \Vorse in 
the Queensland record. I shall quote records 
oYer a long·er term of years-practically tho 
term cf years during which the present 
Government haye been in office. I shall quote 
figures from the year 1914-1915 to the year 
1922-1923-
Iorci:EASE IN 1\u;)!BER OF FACTORY EMPLOYEES, 

1914-1915 TO 1922-1923. 

Kew South Wales 43,063. 
V1ctoria 37,763 
QuocDsland ... 1,666 only. 

I could quote the figures for South Australia, 
vVe<tcrn Anstralia, and Tasmania, but they 
woulcl on!:· make the position worse for 
Queensland, and I have not the necessary 
time. Coming back to the proportionate 
increase or decrease-and that is the most 
important matter-this is what. we find-

FAC1'0RY EMPLOYEES PER 10,000 OF MEAN 
PoPULATION. 

1914. 1923. 
Victoria 832 960 
New Scuth Wales 626 701 
South Australia 611 676 
TRsmania 450 481 
Western Australia 545 562 
Queensland 641 556 

Roughly, those figures cover the period dur­
ing which the present Government. have been 
in office, and the figures actually show a. 
decrease so far as Queensland is concerned. 

[11 a.m.] 

Then let us take the actual figure~ for the 
various States during the nine years prio,- to 
this GoYernment coming into office and dur­
ing the nine years that they have been in 
<:>ffice-

1905 to 1914. 
Per cent. 

1914 to 1923. 
Per cent. 

Victoria, inc. 60 inc. 128 
New South Wales, inc. 52 inc. 75 
South Amtralia, dec. 45 inc. 65 
Tasmania, dec. 53 me. 31 
West.ern l\ustralia ine. 58 inc. 17 
Queensland, inc. ' ... 123 dec. 75 

Queensland, in,tead of being first on the list 
as regards mcrease as it was during the nine 
years prior to this Government taking office, 
now sho\YB an actual decrease of 75 per cent. 
during the nine years that the present 
Government. have been in office. These firrures 
entirely disprove all the statements made by 
hon. members on the oth,,r side regarding 
!h~ prog1·oss made in Qu.een.sland in secondary 
maustry; they rather mdlCccte retrogression 
t.han progress. 

Kow Jc.t us take woollen mills. At the 
present time, of the only two woollen mills 
we have in Jps\vjch the larger, which en1-
ployod between 200 and 300 hands, is out 
of action. Only the smaller one employing 
from eir:hty to ninety hands is at present 
working; yet. hon. gentlemen opposite blame 
the Commonwealth Government because 40 
per cent. of the woollen mills in Australia 
arc out of action at the present time. If 
that is w, then Queensland 1s in a worse 
position in that regard than the rest of 

Australia, b•ccause SO per cent. of the woollen 
mills in Quccns!P,rd are out of action at the 
present time, while about 75 per cent. of 
the workers employed in \YOollen mills in 
Queensland are out of work. I have a 
clipping taken from a paper in New South 
\Vale·-, published clunng this month, which 
shows that Queensland does not compare 
with the rest of Australia in this regard, as 
new mills and factories are being started in 
other States-

" The Orange, Xcw South \Vales, 
woollen mills will be ready for the recep­
tion of the spinning and weaving 
machinerv in rrbout rr month's time. 
The n1arn spinning room, vvhich has 
a floc r space of 5,000 square feet, is 
almost complete, and the manager, an 
expert from Bradford (England), will 
nrnvo &hort1y to supervise the erection 
of the machinnv. ·when tl1e mills aro 
in full operation' it is expected that 500 
persons will be employed." 

Then again. the Sydney " Bullot.in " of 30th 
July of this year has this advertisement in 
regard to motor-body works in South 
Australia-

" Progress of motor-body building in 
Australia. 

"Great oaks from little acorns grow. 
"Holden's growth of output from 

12 bodies t.o 35,000 por annum in seven 
years. 

" Australia's benefit in employment and 
production. 

"Capita.!, 1919, £25,000; 1924-1925, 
£492,500. 

" Floor space, 1917, 11,872 square feet; 
1924-1925, 40 acres. 

"Total number employees, 1917, 19; 
1924-1925, 2,600. 

"Value of annual wages paid, 1917, 
£3,706; 1924-1925, £491,000. 

" Bodies produced, 1918, 617 ; 1924-
1925, 35,000. 

" Value of output, 1917, £9,617; 1924-
1925, £2,000,000." 

Yet we know that in Brisbane that particular 
industry has gone down. I was travelling 
l'r:cently with a member of a firm hHre which 
takes large contracts for motor boclies, and 
he told me that his firm had reduced the 
number of its employees from 150 to 40, and 
there were no jobs ahead. In the face 
of this information we are told by the 
cheerful optimists opposite that everything 
is all right and things are going ahead; but 
the figurr s I have quoted show that the 
opposite is the case. One of the 1·easons for 
this is the burden of taxation. I find that a. 
firm making a profit of £10,000 a year in 
Victoria pays £348 19s. 2d. income tax, while 
ir, Queensland the tax on such a profit is 
£1.680. A m .n >vith an income of £600 pays 
£19 10s. 2d. in Qneenshnd, >vhile in Victoria 
h only pays £10 Ss. 4c1. On an income of 
£425 in Victoria he would only pa:c £2 16s. 
3d., while in Queensland he would pay £7 
3s. ?cl. That is why scco1edary industries, 
,,-hich arc so ncccs, "\ry to sol l'e the un·,mploy­
rnent problem, are going dov-.rn. Another 
reason is harsh, restrictive industrial legisla­
tion. The hon. member for Herbert stressed 
the huge debt liability that had been accumu­
lated by the Commonwealth Government, and 
which he asserted had nothing to do with the 
\Yar. I find that the present indebtedness 

Mr. Swayne.j 
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of the Commonwealth is £410,995,000, ,,-hich 
1s brought about as follows:-

PurchD -e of properties frmn 
States 11,000,000 

332.134,694 
19,508,481 

\"\'ar loans 
\Yar gratu:tj~s 
Loan;.; r<lisc·l on bebnlf of 

Stut2s 16,750,000 
9,000,000 \\TClf d ~Jt 

388,39.3,175 

Yet. \'.-hen ilio hon. :iTIC'n1ber for \\'"ind.·or 
intcr1cctcd that the yast expenJit:>re was in 
conn~ctlon w1th the v ar. th0 hon. n1cn1ber 
for llerbert \Yould uot ackno1vledr;-::~ it. 

Also, it will be noticed '.'.·hat good work the 
CoL11110lJ\·-crrlth "::, dJi~ g for ~.ha 
have h.'rt' ar frnn a pap,~r 
this lilOIJth, ·, rc~cts-

" The ~Hinjstc.~i· for I~oads and Rail­
\Ya .:; (::\11'. E-Iill) told :,.Ir. J\Iar>ka..-_, in t~.o 
f-Jou~c of Rcnre;;..~·ntativos last w8ek that 
2,655 rniles of rortd 1vork had bce.:.1 c:trried 
out und -:r t~v~ }lain Roads Dcv·olop1nent 
Act. :t-Ie go. ve the c01n~ni tn1ents in N C\V 
t' nuth \Vale•' as £285,057, and the expon­
rlit·m: £ll0,000; Victoria, £146,216 and 
£127,345; Queen land, £171,314 and 
£111.280; Snut:t Australia, £111,000 and 
£67,5GO; W<ctern Au"tralia, £192 000 
and £173.114; ~r~sm,'•nia, £22,953 ~nd 
£10,50'1; lo,al, £918,540 and £599,739." 

Yet the hon. member for Herbert endeavoured 
to make out that the whoie of this loan 
~xponditurc-which he incorrect]·· said had 
rot ori,6n2,tod with the Labour Government 
-had been incurred for sr 1Jish purposes 
!hronr:-ho tt the Q?nllTIOTIIYealth, quite apart 
rr01n ,y;:_~r l xpenruture or State needs. He 
also n1adc thi2 astounding staten1ent-

" The increased annual burden everv 
:""'" on the people of Australia by the 
,;nti-Labour GoYu-nrnent-the same sort 
of G0vcrnmcnt ns t.he Opposition, \vith 
the enmc bo,sce, and elected by the same 
peoplc•-ic £18,541.586." 

J have here a statement of the Common­
\Vea1th expo ditur.o frcm reYcnue for the last 
six years, tak"n fron1 "The Official YGar 
Book of the Commonwealth of Australia." 
~hov\ing the i!1crc1ses or -decrea~es in eaCh 
year-

Year. 

1918-ID .. i 
1910-20 .. j 
1920-21 .. : 
1921-22 .. ,' 
1922-23 .. 
1923-24 .. 

Expenditure. 

£45,110,f 0 0 
£50,fi31,354 
£6.1,G24,0S7 
£r5,10G,049 
£~Fo9.~s5 
£oo,34,,,, 74 

, Jn('ff'-'lse or Decrease 

Increase £S,451,G74 
£14,0"2,i33 

" £482,852 
: Decreaee £1,406,464 

Increase £,!,645,289 

Th: ClLI.IR::VL\2'\: Th0 hon. m2mbrr ha' 
cx.hutE·tf'd the ti1n·: allo\Yed hi1n vndcr 1hc 
St tndin::;· (h·cL r:". 

::VL'. FERRIC:;~s (South Brhba 'e): Although 
l haT c rcc'-'Jtly recci;·ed ".\'hat one rnight call 
arwt]H~r -:-c·t-down politically, I have received 
:-;.o Jnun; iu n-:::,· tltnc that I take then1 ph:ilo­
~oph:ic ll;c. I Yic'.Y d1c position f:Orncwhat in 
this iip.-ht-that I b tY8 rec-eived so many 
bumps that another little bumn will not d;:, 
me arw h,orm. I had c'wriehcd'the hone that 
I would be a candidate again at the 0nsuing 
Federal election .. I 111ade sorne inquiries fro1n 
the only source from which I could make 
inquiries-that is. from my leader, and those 
hopes were swept aside, and naturally I am 

[111r. Swayne. 

Yery d,,'lppointed, I would have liked to he 
,t CDl~ 1ida+n in the ensuing Federal election. 
I have b :ecc ,-cry unhappy here during the 
pact ii •, ·c years, and I believe that there has 
L "en a fc~llng against me o1ving to ihe fact 
ih .t I 'ccas the first mun in .\.ustralia to 
oppo e con cription. Strange as it may seem, 
that Ci:ms to me to have been the result. At 
, nv r ::P, I tll11 flrn11-· of that opinjon. Scna­
t·n: Gnrdincr, when "ha c::me to Brisbane in 
:919 to nssist in the electio<rs at which I was 
th n a c:mdiclatc-at the time I was up North 

in :0.1- Squ~xe, and paid me the 
nt of :::on1c thinL,3 about me 
the of the day, would be 

boom." I contend that 
well-in!Entioncd remarks 

--which not t.ho re ~1otcst idea. ho was 
to 1112. 1 ~~~have rendered n1e .a great 

JCr\·ice, a·nd havo bc€'n mv undoing. 
1: ou. ?vir. Pollork, were in thls Chan1ber 
~tt the' tinw, and I invito those of you 
:}fini-3tcrs and rnembe:rs 1.~, ha think that 

I arn not ;.peai~ing correctly and 
say perhaps I am claiming too 
mueh whP1 I '.:v that I w.cs th8 first 
Dublic l~au in Australia to stand up against 
Co1Lcr1 1)tion, I invito you to go t) the 
top libraq and look up the files of the 
"D;.~ilv Standard" when the "Dnily Stan­
dard ,· n sked the 48 members of the Legis­
lc!tivc As• cmbly and the 28 members of 
the Lcg·it'latiYe flouncil to ox:~Jress ~heir 
yin,,·s, ;nd fee ·vvhat you said th"n, if you 
~.a id an_ -thing. I an1 speaking to no one 
in p~nticular, I am speaking to our party .. 
"\gain I n<k you to refresh your mernorie& 
by ldoking u"p the files of the "Daily 
Standard " and s,·e 'vhat you ,o;aid then~ 
if yon srrid E~nything. 

I do not ' ant these little introductory 
re1nark-. of 1nino to be taken as an indica­
tion of any soreness aga.inRt a gentleman 
who defeated mo in a plebiscite, oecause· 
nothing is further from my mind. I 
nssure you, :Hr. Pollock, that Mr. Theo­
dore and I personally are Yery good 
friends. I haYc not the remotest suspicion 
of any sol'CllL'SS again:.,t him, and, ·:o far 
as I can judge. I clo not think he has any 
reason to Lnn~ anything against me. I 
ha.,·c c!iffcr<.J from him. We have 
c-xprc-s,.d op;;o:-:ing -· vle' ,.., on many sub­
jects, but I admire him, ctnd this is where 
ID\7 adn1iration of hiin co1nCJ in. During 
hi.s c pt 1incy of this party, during tha 

was directing its 0ffa.irs, 1ny rrdmira­
out tn him be '!use he had not 

Cabinet, not only the o!Iicers of 
not only thn 1ncrnL:::r3 of the 

LabOur ]?art·v. in the palm 
also !Htd the members 

Centr tl Exoeutive and 
Executive of tho "\.\V.U. 

h fio to ~cd 1-vith 
anci ho did 

"Good 
luck Hinl :'' so to his 
face. l3 :1 mr~n vvho has ac'1ieycd what 
~tr. nc· 1,'Cr dc.-;ired or attempted to 
arhi• Ye, nnd jn ID.Y opinio~q \vhat l\1r. 
:t-Ing·hcs , .. as n~rt ctprtbL~ of nchieying. He 
haJ tho grf':) t L tbour 1novcn1Pnt, with 
all itr. rcspon'-ibilitir~, in the paln1 of his 
hand. He had it to do what he liked with 
it. He toyed with it, L; played with it, 
and so 111:'-7 adrniratlon go2s out to him. 
\Vho can gain•,ay that not only the Cabinet 
and the offi~o ... o£ tho party, but the whole 
party practJCa!ly--

Mr. CoLLINS: No, no. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. FERRICKS: I moan the majority of 
the party, the Quoens!e.nd Central Exccu­
tiY('. and the Executive of the A.\V.U. were 
thoro to bo die tat cd to cc11d direct< d by 
hill1. I say all P0'S0l' to n1r. Theodore, and 
;,ood lurk to him! \YhercYer hn may go 
an:J v·!1cr"-·vcr he 1nny finish, he has n1y 
good 'i'i'lsb- in that re~ ,ard. 1-Io knows n1y 
Yicws bcr:tuso I havo said, 
"Good in the midst of 
our 1-lghts. an OplJortnnity of 
i udg1I~g :.J t'. I ha -.,c ~ r>l'll his 
bigncss~and big-~and he can 
rd£0 bo 

Orr o.;ITlON J\lE:\lBERS: lica-r, hear ! 

~.:r. FERRICKS : As ono d1o has 
his big·'c 3 and has 11 con 
palt!:inco::s, I arn 
an unbiased 

judged 
to his 

fron1 
th·:t 

quite for 
all -.,yho (ha· i1lOYf'n1ent is 
a great ElOYcnwr;L, and I 
havo never disillusion about it, 
l'ccaus· before my oEtry into actiYe poli­
tics I took the philr ·Ophical vie1N that <1 

1nan ~-,,lu..::; cornes into Lr!.bou r 1:.lO"'",~·n1 ~nt 
nC' iYcly and thinks he going to ,set 1noro 
lutlfpow.-·J than kick.c is n1aking .a mist 1kt.'. 
I am not disillusioned in that regard, 
although I might bo somewhat disillusioned 
at not h"ving hr-1 the opportunity to return 
to Federal politic. The great n1ultitude 
outside ,;·ho bud you to-clay will kick you 
into the guttel· to-morrow. I had that 
cxpcn'encc in 1912 and again in 1919, and I 
am prepared to receive t.hat experience at 
any old time to come. This movement is 
too great and glorious a movement to get 
into the hands of any ono individual, whether 
it be J\Ir. Fisher, ~\Ir. Hughes, the late 
r' ,;pected .blr. Bo;nnan, the la t.c respected 
Mr. Ryan, Mr. Theoclore, Mr. McCormack 
or Mr. Gillies. · ' 

Mr. CoLLE~S: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FERRICKS: It is not in the interests 
of the movement for 1ts destinies to be guided 
oe influenced inside. which may not be to the 
b0st adyant<tge of it.s component parts out­
side. I hope, Me. l'ollock, :•ou will forgive 
n1o for thjs little sc1f-;:lorification, because 
son1etirnes I get an invva:rd satisfaction which 
no man can explain, but which we all at 
times fed even if the world .appears to be 
agajnst u J of baYing t'ndeavonrcd to do 
the right thing. J\Iay I emphasi·,e that by 
pointing out and strc~sing that on the Sunday 
morning .in Octob. r, 1916, when the result 
of the lir~t co_lscription referendum gave a 
Yictory for "~o con ,cript.ion," I d1d not 
c 're aftcrw<trds I had died. I felt sat.is-
fie<l at haYing )r,n what I did. and I have 
since been more cmwinced that I did the 
rig·ht thing then. 

GO\"ERN:.\IEl\T J\'L_1JBERS: I-Iear, boar! 

::\Jr. l'~EI~RICI(S: I felt satisfied thE'n at 
b ayil'g" set the pace for the peopl·c to vote 
ng-n in6t con~cr}ption, and I arr1 sorr.r that 
~ince n1y r~'-entry into the State ParJian1cnt 
that work hc;s op rated against me. 

lion. lllC'l11bers oppo.,ito n1ust .agree now 
wi t·h the remarks I n1ado in the course of 
n1y ~pet c~1 on tho A(~drof"s in l~cply-that tho 
vi8it of Dr. Ertr1o Page to QucAnsland and 
hi3 delivery of a policy speech at Gym pie 
on 2~th ~Iay~,vas the opening of the Federal 
nmpaign. \Vhon I made that statement 
there wore loud cries of dissent from hon. 
members opposit.e. 

Mr. BRAND: Their three years are up now. 

:\Jr. FERRICKS: The term of the Federal 
ParliPn1ent \rill not expire until DeccJnbcl', 
and the Bniro~Pago Government need not 
hrtvt: gone to tLo country until JYiar .h or 
April next. 

l\1r. CL_\YTQ;.;: You have b;en sorry ever 
si~1ce the dis?J}utioll was nnnouncecl. 

FERHICKS: The portent· of the visit 
Dr. ]!:ado Page then was very plain, and 

I endeavo' rscl to point tlLt out. I also 
<'uckaYour0d point out then that the 
Brnre-Pagc \vera absolutely 
Lercft of \1 ere so bankrupt in 

rnust endeavour to 
;n ;;c on ,.·hich to go to the 

in 1ny opinion, wns that 
Lring about the doregis­

Gnion through the 
v.~h_on the Seamen's 

n1y opinion-s:t1d, 
1l1t to clcrr;gistor us, dorcgist-er us, 

lhon h fore .d back on direct 
cornpositc Federal Governn1ent 

tlw So1 -non's Unl-Jn bark upon direct 
\Vh:..·n they \Ycnt o:-1 stdlc._, 111 agree­

\Yas arriycd nt b ~hind the back 
J?rirnC' 2\Iinistor, and he raved 

b rru_;(' thrtt ar~T·emPnt was arrived at. 
Then he fell bc;cl~ further en the question of 
d(·por1 ttion. I-Tr scizrd upon the nan1es of 

~-) nLn, \Yr l~l1 and Johnson--,­
}lr. :JL\X\;.ELL: J C h~nn~cn. 

l\I,·. FEBRICKS: The Lm. member may 
luyc i:> 1hat a,: if ho wishe~. 

TLo SECltETAR:- 10R PUBLIC WORKS: At any 
rate, he is a feilow~countryn1an of Queen 
,\]cxaEClra of England. There is nothing 
1nong 1vith that. (Opposition laughter.) 

1ir. FERRICKS: He seized upon thu 
nan1t s of those t\.vo men. I w;1"nt hon. Inem­
bers opposite to realise, if they can, that they 
misjudge human na1ure, that they do not 
know humanity, and certainly they do not 
know the workers if they think that any two 
H!cn-\V.alsh and Johnson or anvbodv else­
can S\VU~Y thou~ands into strikinug. bo yo~1 
ihink, JY1r. Pollock-of course, I know you 
do not-->Yith yo!Jr great inclustrie~l expcri­
;_'nce ~,'OU know beitor~do hon. Ine1nbors oppo­
site think n1en go on strike and knock off 
\\'.Jrk for the fnn of the thing-for the play 
c,i the thing? ThcJ do not. GoiDg on strike 
i~ n ycr-~ serious matter, nd the \'{orkers 
realise that. Before they go on ~triko the.Y 
al .. ays ha\·e ycry good reasons for so doing. 
Con:o;0q~1cntl,;~ I sa.\ it is idic for hon. lTIC1TI-

L•:'' •it2 or d)() p rty which they repre-
ccnt to attach to \Yahh, .John-

clse iho responsibility for 
the men's :·trikc. lt had to come. 
lt 1~ nn uftcrnwth of the war. The workers 

learnt 1nuch during tho 
opposito and 

·' tr:·ing to stem the ti=le 
L L· flo-ying , \ning tho o year'-'· 

any ho11. n1embcr opposite vvho, 
aftcJ.~ :1 yj_;g list:=on; d to the spccr~bcs of the 
hon. PH~u1bcrs f',l!.' Fit:.:ro~' and I(uy-;.nody on 
Fricln: on this question. will get up and 
say that think:-1 the 1nen are unrea:;:onable 
:~:~obj, ctin~ to a furth~·r rrJuction of £1 per 
month in their yrag{'s? That further reduc­
ticn of £1 cmno upon previous reductions 
>Yhich occurred rluring the war, a.nd >vhich 
to tu llr d some\;-here in the Yieinity of £5 per 
month. These men are British seamen_ 
'They would not strike without good cause_ 
'rhey are the men who brayed greater dan­
gers than our soldiers during war time .. 

MT_ Ferricks.J 
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Thcv are men who carried their lives in their 
hands every moment they were at work dur­
ing those four years of ·war. They \Vere 
heroes then, and, as the hon. member for 
I(cnnedy said the other day, they are criini-
11Jls LO\Y. I say i~ is too bad. Then \VG 

ha.-c the bluff put up that prcierence is 
sho\vn to foreign vessels car:~;.ying crews of 
I.asc_,ars, Jr~ps, and Javanese to the detriment 
of British boats manned by British seamen. 
Do hon. members opposite not know that 
the shipping capitalistic worJ.d is just as 
international as the arn1a1nent n1anufacturing 
world? Do they not know-I have put it 
on record in "Hansard" here and elsewhere 
-that in the active years of the war the 
high British-sounding firm name of Arm­
strong, 1\"hitworth, and Co., Ltd., had 
amongst its shar• holders Americans, J apa­
nese, Germans, Britishers, Austrians, 
Italians, Frenchmen. and Russians? Dur­
jnp: the currency of tho \Y81', 1-\r1nstrong, 
\Vhitworth, and Company >Yere carr~:ing 
out naval and arn1an1ent contracts for the 
Allic l GoYernrnen.ts, an{l nrnongst their 
sharchoJdcrp WC'l'8 includcrl Germans, Aus­
trians, .. A_mC',ricans. Japane·"'e, and represen­
tatiros of every other natiol1ality. Capital­
ism knows no countrv! It knows no 

bounds! I-Io\V do Tnchc:tpe and 
(11.30 a.m.] company view the fac-t that 

their ships are b:;d up here in 
Anstra lia? It is all rig·ht ; the trade is 
goine; to the ships manned by Jape, Lascars, 
or Chinese, who are paid a peLny a day­
we will ;_c~y-and the profiis are going to 
Inchcape and company just the same. In 
fact, bigger profits. as I am reminded. 
They do not care if the seamen tie up the 
whole of the British ships, as they will get 
the trade and commerce of the world 
carried by ships of their combine manned 
by Lascars, Chinese, Japanese, and Java­
nese, and tho profits find the same old 
coffers. So where does the patriotism of 
hon. memhcFS opposite come in 1 Where 
does their claim about Britishers come in 
when they sec that the J aps, the Lascars, 
the Jaranese who man these ships are 
ea·rning dividends for the very samG people 
who own the ships that are tied up here 
in Australia? Hon. members opposite can­
not get away from that position. Capital­
ism is international; and, when they talk 
about deporting prople, I say it is contrary 
to the Australian spirit. It is contrary to 
the Australian sentiment. That is one morG 
rea~on why I regret I luwe not the oppor­
tumty of appealing on this question to the 
electors of Queensland or any section of 
the . electors of Queensland during tho 
·Commg Federal election. I think it is an 
awful shame to talk about deportation. 
Wha~ did I se~ about deportation under big 
Jwadmgs only m yesterday's "Courier?"-

"-TuRKS' ATROCITY. 

" LEAGUE INVESTIGATION. 

"Drportation of Christians. 

" (.Australian Press ..:\ssociation and 
Reuter.) 

" London, September 24. 
~" !he Council <'f the League of 

::'-<atwns has resolved to dcenatch at the 
earliest f'JnYcnience a repr~sentative of 
the Lecguc to in.-cstigate on the spot 
the alicged deportations of Christians 
from Jl.1osul " 

I. say t?c Turks. are tak.ing a very wrong 
2'1.ttltude 111 dcnortmg Chnsbans from their 

[Mr. Fet-ricks. 

territory; but they view Chrjstians as boing 
undesirable, and they f_ ay there is only one 
\Yay to deal .,,·ith th•·:;e people, and that 
is to deport them. 1\'on· the Bruce-Pago 
Governn1o11t take exactly the same attitude, 
and arc on cxactlv the same nlano as the 
Turkish Goycrnn1cllt. I thou.~:-ht wo were 
a bit more a<hanced than that~ Honestly I 
did! The "Telegraph" of 24th September 
rather enlarges on that phase of the ques­
tion-

" CHRISTIANS DEPORTED. 
" VIOLUION OF LAUSANNE TREATY. 

"British z-.~ote to Lea(!ue. 
(Reutcr.) 

" GeneYa, September 22. 
" The British Jelogntion has requested 

the Uouncil of the L0aguo of ::\'ations to 
Ineet at the r ~uliest n1o1ncnt to consider 
correspondPncD in regard to the deporta­
tions of Chri,tians from districts adja­
cent to the Brussels lino and Mosul. 
Tho deles~a tion states that in Yiew of 
the Turki".h denial " 

The Turks denied that this was taking 
place. 

" the League should forthwith send 
a representativ:c to tho locality of the 
Brusc.els line to investign to and report 
immediately to the Council. In the 
event of a ~imilar occuTrcnco in the 
future the British and Ir.1q GoYernment,s 
would welcome the presence of such a 
represcntati.-e on their side of the Brus­
sels line, and they would afford him 
every a-,sistance to fulfil his task. 

You know what the task is. The recent 
experience of the war forces upon us the 
realisation of what this task will be. If 
there is any forcible deportation of Christians 
from Turkev, then the good old guns have 
got to coni'e to the rescue. Austra!i'~t is 
falling verv low when it descends to t-he level 
of Turkish· methods. Christians are undesir­
able in Turkey, hence the laws of Turkey 
deal with the Christians. I say the laws of 
Au tralia should deal with anybody who 
onfringes those laws. \Vhen I was a big 
growing boy there was an arch-criminal 
going round Australia whose name was 
Deeming. There was never any mention of 
deporting Deeming; he could be dealt with 
here. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEYIBER : So he was. 

Mr. FERRIOKS: Why not deal with any­
body else by Australian laws? Why load 
them on the good old Motherland? If they 
are such sour people, such undesirables, 
where is the patriotism in unloading them on 
the good old Motherland ? I say that the 
Commonwealth Government are lacking; 
they are inconsistent. 

:VIr. SIZER: They may not go to the good 
old Motherland. 

Mr. FERRICKS: So much the worse for 
the Government which the hon. member sup­
ports to say that thee· will " shanghai" people 
awav fron1 Australia 'vithout any mention 
of their dc0tinntion. I kno1v something of 
the intolerance of people myself. During 
the currency of the v;ar, probably the hon. 
member-and he and I personally are the 
best of friends-agreed with the senti­
ments which were expressed about my 
deportat.ion in 1919, notwithstanding the­
fact that my people came_ to. Queensla.r:d 
before Separation, and whrle rt was stdl 
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Mordon B.cy. Yet we know that" Johnny 
Hop-ins " ,;ho had not been here more 
than twenty-four hours stood on the publio 
plat-form and advocated my deportation. 
Unless hon. members are prepared to take 
a ctand on this qucqtion of deportation, they 
~re only aiding and abetting the spirit of 
mtolcrance. Therefore we have to advise 
hon. members opposite to give to their sup­
porters and ad,·isers something approaching 
a true presentment of the case. 'When 
they get up and talk about their new­
found desire, or their new gospel of foster­
ing secondary indnstrlC's, thHt the hon. mem­
ber for Mirani talks about, ·do they not realise 
that the very party they are supporting in 
the approaching. ~ederal campaign, led by 
the Pnme J'.Im1ster-who is first an 
Irr:-p-:rialist; secondly, an Englishman; 

d1scrcpancy which exists bebvocn the rental 
uf le.rgc , rcas of land in the Northern Terri­
torv und the prir~:s which arc chnrgod to 
t:nulll ~cttlc::r,,-. The hon. n1embcr quite 
rightly argued that the idea that £50,000,000 
should bo spent in the Northern Territory 
w~s rather unsound, inasmuch as befor·e that 
proposal was made some of the big pastoral­
ists--or rather, big pastoral companies-had 
secured ext•msions of their leases up to thirty 
er forty yta1·s. They got those extensions 
u !' to forty years, and then the proposal was 
made [or the creation of a new northern 
State and the expenditure of £50,000,000 on 
l'ailways. I had the opportunity in 1918 of 
going to Port Darwin, and, although I saw 
o01ly a portion of the Northern Territory, I 
was very greatly impressc·d with it, and the 
trip whetted my appetite to see more of that 
Territory o·.1·ned by the Commonwealth 
Government. I ·decided that at the first 
opportnnity I would go back, but the electors 
in December, 1919, decided against my return 
to the Federal Parliament, and they deprived 
mf:! cf the opportunity. I{o\vever, I have 
he en int crBstcd ever since in the Northern 
Territory and in Papua or New Guinea. The 
condition of Papua-and this is an entirely 
Australian subject, ana is very important to 
Queensland-shcws up the financial and busi­
Ilcss laxity of the members of the Bruce Go­
y, rnme .. t. Papua, or British New Guinea, 
has an area of about 90,000 square miles, Ger­
nmn New Guinea about 74,000 square miles, 
:md Dutch New Guinea a somewhat simila1· 
area. As is well known, Mr. H. 11. Chester, 
in April, 1883, acting under instructions. from 
Sir Thomas J'vicllwraith, the then Premwr of 
Queensland, went to Port Morcsb:v and 
hoisted the British flag, and only about a. 
month >ego an account ·of that expedition 
appeared in General Spencer Browne's 
":Memories of a Journalist" in Saturday's 
'' Courier." Strange to say, the British 
Government would not ag-ree to that annexa­
tion by Queensland. Why? The SeGretary 
for Public Works interjected something about 
n•lation" of Queen Alcxandra. 

th1rdly, an Australlan; and, lastly, a 
Q.uecnslander-does the hon. member for 
~iiraui not reali-c that when he is support­
J.ng that I> nty he is aiding and abetting the 
yery P.art:v th~:_t doc.s not. want secondary 
mdustnes to be established m Austnlia? As 
I point-ed out in the deb-,te on thn Address 
In Reply, they are prepared to give us pre~ 
ferc~~e. but they want cur sugar-mill 
macmncry and everything else built in Eng­
land. 

Mr. Sw.\YXE: That is not true. 

Mr. FERRICKS : That is in " Hansard " 
Thcy want Australia to be hewers of wo~d 
_::nd drawers of water. The Secretary for 
1vfmes has tol<:l us that, when he was in Lon­
don and addressing- public meetings it was 
all right >::> long as he told them about the 
great wealth production of Australia with 
regard 1<:? raw materials, such as wool 
mec: t, lnd0s, and minerals, but a~ 
soon as he got on to the question of second­
ary industries t)'ey cried him off. The 
Secretary _for Mmes was asked, " Do vou 
really hehevo that Australia one dav i:vill 
Bn4eavour to establish herself as a manufac­
tunng nation?" and, of course, the hon. 
gc>~tlem~? exf;ressed . that J:ope and ihat 
bel~ef. But, say h1s questiOners, "that is 
entirely wrong. Australia should not do 
t!'" L" If hon,-. mem_bers opposite say that 
tnen part~ bene:es m the establishment of 
secondary n:dnstr1es, let me quote what M·r. 
~1.ewart 1\S~l~. Mr. Stewart was in the 
I• ed~r~l Ylll1!stry, but, because he believed 
the ;ncerests of the Country party were being 
,.a_cnficed to tht;l pressure of l\' ationalism he 
;::athdrewJrom 1t. As reported in the " I)aily 
l::itandard of 16th March, 1925, he said-

" ,Protests had been made by the ' Coun­
try party. membe_rs against the dumping 
duty. on wne-nettmg. His m\·n personal 
convwtw::> was that wire-netting should 
be_ pronded at the cheapest possible 
prrco. I! would be in the interests of all 
settlers 111 Australia to s0rap the wire­
netting factories here." 

:r)1oy do not want Australian industries. 
T11cy a_ro freetraders for themselves and pro­
tecbomsts for their opponents. I have not 
,time to cleal wrth that point at any greater 
1Pngth, h~lt I ram. very anxious-not from a 
payl.v po1n.t or Yiew; not fro1n a personal 
po;1ct of ':'ew; not even from a Queensland 
pom~ of v1ew; but from an Australian point 
of YJew-to t~uch on_ matters which ha,-0 not 
Leen dealt 'nth dunng this debate. 

I was interested in listening to the hon. 
member for Burke when ho spoke about the 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 'What 
I said was that Queen· Alexandra was a 
follow countrywoman of Johnson, but that 
there was no objection to her. 

Mr. FERRICKS: 'I'he German influence 
on the British Court ,,-as so great that the 
then Secretary of State for the Colonies 
refused to allow the British Government to 
agree. to the annexation of New Guinea. 
Gladstone was Prime Minister and Earl 
Derby was Colonial Secretary, as the office 
then was, but the German pressure on the 
British Court was so st•rong that the annexa­
tion was not ratified, a'nd so the thing went 
on until about 1886. Annexation was then 
ao-reed to but the German flag was hoisted 
o~ the n~rthern 1,ortion fir~t. As soon as 
this portion of New Guinea was annexed by 
Germany the British Government-Earl 
Derby still at tbe helm-in the interests. of 
the British Crown ag-reed to the annexatiOn 
by Queensland. Th{s is rather interesting. 
Let me give the dates. The German flag 
c a, hoisted over the northern portion and 
the adjacent islands in December, 1884, and 
the Qn0ensland annexation was ratified in 
1886. I am not going into the rights or 
wrongs or the wisdom or otherwise of 
Queensland annexing New Guinea. :qLuing 
four or fiye years of the war penod I 
expressed my opinion about the spread of 
territory and the desire to extend your 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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chnYs for n1oTC territory. This is where the 
jnterest con1es jn: Australia. has a b1g 
responsibilit-- financially and conuA1errially 
oYcl· that tCrritory, and, a'J a rc~ult_ of the 
BritiRh Guinea Act, pr. ·;sed In 1887. 

undertook to finance the nd:min-
1rniion of tlu1t territory to the extent of 

per annnm. Th:n in 1901 on the 
of Federation the Fedcnd C-oYC1'11-

took uyor Po,J)mt rrs tcrritor: o£ the 
Jth. and undt~r ihe Papua Act 

19C5 agreed to contribute £20,rOO per 
!Hll1u.~n to carr· on i11o ndn1inistration of 
i hat t That £20,000 p~r f,_~JJ.l..'cllTI ha.s 

1 £30.000. and now the 
..-\usiTalia 
for 

Tcrrito:riL'S. Tlwv aro 
oi pounds out, 'vhich -in rny 

opinion tbe Cornmonw('alth \V ill ncY _:r bo 
?cbls to re coycr. This is ;yh::>ro I .ay vve 
ha Ye n: · non~ibilidcs, eYcn a· n1onbers of 
Parlia1nrc_i1t in Gu ens1and 1 tJ fa~- nc.thing of 
1hc n1crrlbcrs of Padlan1rnts throughout the 
Com.1nonwc 1~th. \Ye 1n,Yo h::td oi,;ht Nation­
<~list reprcs(~ntativcs in the I-I Du .c of Rcprc­
entativcs and six I\ationalist ~cnators 

rcpresr-rrting QucensJ and for tLe la --t f-'ix 
years, and, as oue T ,-ha follo,vs Fcderal 
debates and discussions pretty closely, I 
have not seen anv one occasion \vhero one 
of those mmnbcrs has raised his v-oice in the 
interests of Queensland , ne! Aust,·alia on 
this question. Pcrhans 'it may bo due to the 
fact that nwn get out of touch with this 
sort of thing. Instead of the Commonwealth 
wbsidising Kow Guinea t? the extent of 
£60.000 per annum and bemg cndlcs thou­
~ands of pounds behind in carr~Ti'~ng on t1Jo 
administration of the l'vfandated Tcnitm'ks, 
I think better use could be made financiall:,­
nncl commercially of that responsibility, 
Tlns is how thcv endeavour to carrY on the 
trade with 1'\ev,·" GuinNt. Burns, Pl1ilp, and 
Company h'n o a contro,ct with the Federal 
Govc-rn1nent to run a stoan1er fron1 Port 
:'cloresby to Sydney oncA a month, for 
v:hich they are po,id £1.000 a month. I 
could never understand the ncce sit' £or 
thr _o sto'l.lYtcrs going all th·~ ,;ay to S}~dney. 
Let me illustrate what this nwans. Port 
Mores by is 42 hours' 'ail from Caims, fire 
cl a: ,• sail from Brisbane and eight clays' sail 
fron1 Sydnc:~. Nob\ ithstanding that fact, 
the Common\n~aHh Govcl'~~rneDt huYo paid 
Burns, Philp, and Company £1.000 a, month 
for a steatn( t to run to Cairns and then 
t•ight clays to Sydno~r. \Yhy the long eight 
da:vs dow!1 to Sydnc::r a·:d the t ~ght dayR 
lmck? I take the view 1hot that br'lt ~hould 
rnn to Cairns or To\/llsville. rrov.:nsYille is 
the con111lt'tc1al port Quf'.:nsland or 
Northern ..:\n~~ra.l:i:r.. is 1;o \Yal'rant 
for that boat spending drrYs in coming 
t0 Briobane, or eight days in going to 

Do h.:n. Incn)bo._s ''-='{~ \vhat this 
means Do thcv not see that "''0 as an 
..:\nstralinn Con1::{on\v•alth aro contributing 
£50.000 a ye to dm·c!op the country. and 
~trc- losin0· thou:: ands of pounds in an 
'llClCiiVOUl' to dc>Yelop the :\1andaied Terri­
tories-for what? Copra is the main indus­
t.ry. Copra has a great variety of uses. This 
is where Austr~Jia stands to !o'se. The output 
of copra from these Territories is now shipped 
to Sydney. I'ort Morcsby is midway between 
Sydney and Singapore. \Yhen the copra is 
taken to Burns, Philp's wharves in Sydney 

r 1if r. F erricks. 

it is then transpmt--d to the wharf of 
anotht:r oycrsens cmnpany. The charge£ 
:tnount up all tlte tirnr-, an.d r.re bccorning 
Lurdoc::;onlo on iLo prodncc·r, ' ith tho result 
thnt an agitation has arisf'n foe the repeal 

ce~:trrin r,;~dions of the· Navigation Act. 
i3 no iu.-ti{lc<:Ltion for rarrving the 

o£ P-apuo, to Sydney a-nd haLf 
round tho "t .·orld agair:. _in ordl'r that it 

po ' on to e,po;·o and the Ea. L 
is thar, \vhilo ''re are 

ar:d footing the bill to 
a~ soon a.j they 
vvill h" diverted 

world and we 
of it. The 

reorcscntations to 
t~ nndf' ·1 \'OUr to 

Barns, Philp, and 
way, tho agree­
.,. >.)t--to rnn to 
~ To\Ynsville 

goods 
thOs0 :,~C'l~:~-rs then be 
the CluN'n•land The 

cxtr:·"t. front the "Nc;rtb ~Cue-ens­
, is tor " is conir_;] from the '' Papunn 
''· -

"Befor') the Co_.unonwealth crn10 into 
L~·in£; rro~,\ llf illc did a largo husi-
r•fY -~\·lt-h "P8F,T'J \\·hich prachcally all 
lost to this port and district to the loss 
of TcnY":l~\·illo and gn .. lt inconvenience 
:tnd It ~·s t0 .P.•pua o\ving to the condi­
tions of the cxi,ting contract, which it 
is understood provides '"' sub-icly of 
£l.Ol! a trip for twelve trips-Samarai­
Sydncy-focus;inn; P, very lo,rge pm'­
contage of the bu. inc,s ''ith Sydeey." 

Why does that busincc!s go to Sydney? I 
rm not a parochialist; I am an Australian; 
but I camiot tolerate what the hon. member 
for Kennecly the other day rightly called 
i!,efficienny and waste. Why should that 
t>·ade go to Sydney when it could be sup­
plied from Townsville or Cairns, and when 
our Queensland r::tilways could co,rry it? Our 
Commonweal:h anti-Labour Government is 
subsidising a company to carry on on those 
line,, 

There is a chamber of conunercc in Port 
=dorr·;;b_,; and the follo,;;ing is a r.esolution it 
pu.ss,'cl on 4th May, 192.5 :-

''The chan1ber considers that Towns­
villc sh JulJ be included as a port of call 
nnckr the contract, pro,-idccl that such 
call doe· not n cJucc the time the vessels 

.i,n Sydno::J to lt .s than seven clear 

.-\il thnt the Townsvillo commercid people 
ha Ye ri:·, _a to .i.s io advtJt 1L~ that '1.\J\\Ttsvllle 
should b0 rnad~:.; a port uf call. The Port 

Chatnbor of COina1erc~'~ has no objec-
L. that ~o !ong <lS the Yesscls have 

:?cYC:ll clear dnys in Syd·:ey. I can quite 
th .'i1· poi11t of Yicw. They vv~nt 

time for their orders to be 
run urpr!s-0d at men like 1\fr. 

tho editor of tho "Townsvillc Bulle­
tin an;-1 the "l'Jorth Queensland Rcgist;;r," 
being pn:parcd to sit clown under a thing 
llkc t.lm t. The 111 Jst the To,vns ·;illc people 
can r1sl' to is to ad \·ocat~ that To1vnsville 
should be m a de a port of call, allowing the 

Is to be ·dnt.:;,gcd rir.xht down to Sydney, 
''"hen Tma1svillc' could supply ev-erything 
that Port '\Ioresbv or anv portion of the 
Mandated Tcrritm;ics roqu]rcd. Australia is 
carTying thrrt responsibility, and is contribu­
ting £50,000 a year, and is also spe~ding 
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endless thousands of pounds m keeping the 
:tlantlatcd Territories. So soon as those 
plac. e'iablish their trade it goes to the 
Dth:'r side of the world. l-Ion. members n1ust 
r"collcd the c~so of the s.s. "Pruth." On 
31st December, 1923, th~t ship was loaded with 
cop!": . She was 1>-:> be an experimental ship 
and tnk<' that load direct from the 11andated 
Tc·rrltoric- to the other side of the ;yorld 
with the object of cutting out Auslrali~ 
alto,.c.;.~ther. The elcr:1rnts '\Yero in favour of 
Australia or something else, and the s.s. 
"Pruth)} "\YCnt on to a reef, and sho is still 
thcr\'· The t was the end of the expcrim;mt. 
In t !8 n;., trlllfllO \':e UfL carrying the o~~oy. 

I haYc spoken on this 1natter elsewhere 
and objected to the appointn1ent of a Ro; ai 
Cornrnission to ipqu~~G in~o. this questiOn, 
bcc~uF" one of i t10 eo m nu· SIOl-:!Crs \.a.; the 
n1arwger of Bur11s, Philp, and Co., Ltd. 
Do l10n. members not Se'. that Australia is 
becning the >vhole of the financial burden 
and is getting all of the odiura-and there 
1~ .. goc.~ {.1( ,:} of { dium attaching to the 
employment of native labour-and when the 
tinu~ is ripe, . as the good old Tory saying 
goc";;:, Au ·traha can go to the d.evil and 
those people ,,·ill ship their copra direct to 
the other side of the world. \Vhat efforts 
arc hon. members opposite going to make in 
tl:c rnatter? Are 1hey going to support the 
Tory c _tnc:idates for the Federal Government 
without st;nulating that it is oniv a fair 
thi':'c;· for tho Commonwealth GoV'ernment, 
~cr1ng that thc~v have so many ships lying 
Idle. 'o run some of their boats on a fort­
nightly service, not only to Port Moresby--

::\Ir. KERR: There would be a strike. 

::>Ir. FERRICKS: There would be no 
strike, because the stipulated Australian 
wages and conditions would be observed and 
there would be no infrmgement. ot' the 
Navigation Act. Those boats could visit 
~a~'ns, P'?rt ::\Tore,,by, and Raba~l, taking 
111 J.O>vnsvdlc as the base. That acbon would 
save the Commonwealth Government £1 000 
a 1nonth, and would con;:;erve \vhatcvor tr~dc 
thoro IS for Nort.h Queensland, and it 

amounts to about £500,000 a 
[12 noon.] ye· n. I say the poliov of send-

ing that freight to 'Sydney is 
tctally nn:- JLlnd, and I a1n taking- a broad 
Anstralin.n vie-w and not a paroChial view 
,·hen I cay that I ,,-c no i.'eason whv the trade 
of North Qneensland should go 't.o Sydney 
or cYr·n con1c to Brisbqno. If certain thing-; 
arc U!lpro< uroblc in :;\forth Queemland. got 
!hem in Briobaw', but if you cannot get thorn 
111 Br~sbane, 111 n1y OJlinion, you cannot get 
th< ·' m Dn 0• part of the world. 

I hope that. rny reference to this n1atter 
will be remembered by hon. members oppo­
sit.c; th: t they will t~ke into consideration 
also il:n_t, if !¥1r. Brnce desires to sc,ttlo anv 
of tho ,;cnt mru·jtirno di2put -s or struggleS, 
he f'rtn an attitude that vdll tend to 
do ··o of doing nothing but making 
futile' . I ju:;:t raise this quest~on 
abo~:;t t:;_·ade \Yith, Ne~v Guinea and Papna. 
to m1prc ·, upon trw Chamber the wilful 
wee(c of continuing tho poli ;y of subsidising 
a bou1 to run frOD1 J'1forc__by to S':~dnev IVhcn 
it ; 'Juld run fron1 T-.:Iorcsb- to 'Cairlls and 
TDwwvill•o B.nd give hYo trips a month 
in"tc c.d of one. 

Jloir. KEHR (Hno(}[J"rll): I think hon. mem­
bers will agre0- that the hon. member for 
~ouih Brisbane has put into words the 
mtense nervousness that is being felt by the 
Labour party to-day owing to t.he Common-

wealth elections being at hand. I venture to 
ty that, if there ever was a chance of the 

Labour party. or rath0r of the Socialist 
party, in _._c\u~trulia getting into power, it :is 
a • _,one couclnsion that they will never 
get in the face of the stand they 

in regard to the amend~ 
•.tion Act. prssed by the 

Government. I '"ant to make 
cl en r. It is the right of 
Au:-trnJia is a na.tion-to 

dctcrn1inc \vho shrJl enter it--. territory; and 
it is H:o right of every people to determine 
in a democratic '.Yay 'vho shall r01nain in 
that tcrritorv. Every civilised nation in the· 
\rorld h· s e~actl.v thG same legislation on i'ts 
st ·tnte-book as t~1o Con1i110lliH:!alth Govern­

placed on th , statute-book of 

1·1r. COLL!:~~s: Th:1t does not say it is right. 
T<:ERR: It not ~ay it is right; 
is t.he right an"".' nation to cletern1ine 

any per _on shiiil ent0r its territory 
and cornn1unicaL_ di:-.:nscs of a socialistic 
naluro to tlw minds of the people, The 
hon. member for South Bri,be_ne stated that 
J\h. Thcorlore. the late Premier, held the 
"·hole Labour party in the palm of his hand. 

The SECRETAJ?Y FOR ::\IIXES: .That may be 
his opinion. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. member sa.id 
tint tho late Premier, as one man, held 
0\-ery officer of the part.y inside Parli~,ment 
and also the higher officials of the Queens­
land Central Executive and the Australi'an 
Wmkers' Union in the palm of his hand. 
Certnidv the hon. , 1ember for Bowen clis­
rqTef'cl ~vith him. but I did not hear any 
dissent from anv ;,linister of the Crown. Mob 
ps;·chology is 'such that. one man, such as 
J\lr. Rvmer in the recent strike, could lead 
thomands of men. Mr. \Yalsh has been a 
menace te industrv i'n Australia. He has 
como into ollr n1id~t and is upsetting the 
industries of onr countrv. I-Ic will not bo1.v 
clown to t.he law,, of the countrv. He will 
not trt!m the ordh of allegiance to 'any country 
-a. Comn1unist knoY'> ~ no country, and l\1r. 
\Y. lsh is a s 1if-ehled Communist. If these 
E10n come into m;r mic~st and dislocate our 
jndustri0s b:v can<:ing strike~, VIP .ns a nation 
have t11P right h say who shq1J enter and 
w 110 eh all be permitted to sto .: in our C<Juntry. 
Au,fra.li~ is yonnr and ri-ing nation with 

IYondcrful outlook. and o should not 
~ lJo•,, n1en to come t.n this conntry r>nd spread 
lhl"'C insidious clortrinns. 

::\h·. CoLr:L~' ·: It is a r. flc·ction en the 
nntivc-bnrn ..._\.nstra1irrn. 

Mr. KF~HR: 'From ,,hat I have heard 
recentlv, it 1s time that wo took note of 
son1o o'f th8 doing~, at unioni;(t ll1f1 etings. k\. 
rcsolntion of a socialistic nature. I am 
credibly info;·med. ,, aR placed before one 
union meeting, and in putting the resolution 
the chairn Jn " Sc.1b~ to tho left, and 
all in f'-YC•nr to dg-ht." That is the 
Trade-; :Hall m, thod of doing business to­
dav. I am told thnt !het is the w cv in which 
unioni n1 is b0lng conducted to-Clay. We 
know that in 1916 e.ncl 1917 some o£ the best 
unionists ia Australia wero away fighting 
for clemocracv and for the nation. While 
tlwy WPre .l''-aY '\hat happened in our midst? 
::V1c11 who cou 1 cl nnt speak the Enf!lish lan­
guage took control at the Trades Hall, and 
those men are still dominating Labour politics 
to-day. 

Mr. HY:-IES: That is untrue. 

JJ.ir. Kerr.] 
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Mr. KERR: We talk about the marvellous 
growth and development of the Labour 
movement, but it is not worth a snap of the 
fingers as it stands to-day. A man in our 
midst like Mr. Rymer ·is a menace when 
he dictates to the Government what is to 
be done. In my opinion, the railway men 
<could never have contemplated striking 
against the law on the stat11te-book had they 
not b~en forced into the position of having 
to do so. It is men such as these who are 
sowing the seeds of disruption in the minds of 
the people. M8n come from other countries 
and see the better conditions which exist in 
Australia. They are confused with the good 
conditions and unnot get a proper grip of the 
situation, and, instead of enjoving the good 
things, they want to break the "present condi­
tions to pieces without caring what may 
happen. Onr industrial affairs in AccstraJia. 
ar.? contra lled by nrbitration laws, which 
were not broug·ht about by the Labour Go­
vernment onlv, but bv all the Governments 
that have bce~1 in offic"e i'n Australia. Under 
those la1.vs there is everv provision necessary 
for the proper running" of the country, but 
the Queensland Government bowed down to 
a man like 1v1r. Rymer and sacrificed their 
own law. The question of whether the 
claims of t-ho railway men were justified or 
not does not enter into the matter. The 
point is, that thero is a law which should 
have been obeyed. I do not blame the men 
at all, but I blame ;\Ir, Rvmer who led them 
astray; and I say that· hon. members on 
the opposite side of the House by knuckling 
down to such a man as that ha.ve brought 
our parliamentary institutions into the gutter. 
Men to-day are talking about this matter. 
At every publifl function one attends where 
th~ toast of " ~arliament " is proposed, it is 
&1.I<! th~t Parliament has become merely a 
registermg body. Surely Parliament is more 
than thd ! Sur-ely it is something more than 
a body to _put into effect what Mr. Rymer 
or the Stnke Committee decides! Yet not 
one word of protest is made. We on this 
side pointed out the difficulty that would 
follow the action of the Governm.:mt but in 
their unwisdom they have seen fit to carry 
eut the dictates of a bodv outside Pa.·lia­
ment which has nothing behind it other than 
bS I have said, a diseased mind. We tack!~ 
diseases of the body, and these are some of 
the things we ought to tackle also-com­
munism, and every other " ism " of the kind. 

Mr. COLLINS: What is Mr. Rymer's 
nationality? 

:Mr. KERR: I do not know what his 
nationality is; it does not concern me. If 
hon. members opposite a re sincere in their 
statements in regard to this influence in our 
Ir.idst, they' shoL1ld shov, that they have the 
courage of their convictions. The Premier 
said that his party would have to choose, 
ar;d that th9rc was only one way to c!Gal 
with this pohcy, and that was to wipe it out. 
But whcm ie he going to deport from his 
Jjartv? In \V es!{•rn Australia the La hour 
party expelled one of the executive officers 
of the Seamen's union bv eightv votes to 
forty. They threw this member out of their 
patty bf>causo he \Yas a Comn1unist. He is 
hounded from pillar to post. The Common­
wealth Government say, "Wt> have taken 
action. 'Where you threatened, we have 
done something." Thnt is the difference 
between the two parties, ,and that is the 
differc~Cce between the party opposite who 
attempt to remain in power under any cir-

[Mr. Kerr. 

Clln1stances and the Federal Government, 
who are appealing to the better sentiments of 
the democrary of Aust.ralia and to the com­
l11on scns·e of the electors. \vho will settle 
between them at the next Federal election. 

At 12.13 p.m., 

J\Jr. WEIR (J1aryboro!lgh), oJC.e of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. KERR: The Premier, when as Trea­
surer he reviewed the figures for 1924-1925, 
cxpresoed the view that the Go,·ernment Vi:ere 
to be commended for the manner in which 
the finances of the State had been handled. 
In mv opinion, the hon. gentleman was not 
entitled to make any such comment, as is 
disclosed when the position is examined. In 
\'i estern Australia a Royal Commission has 
been appoint0d to investigate the affairs of 
the State under a Labour Government. It· 
may not he ncces,ary to do the same thing 
in Queensland, because the position is so 
obyious that n m',re child can realise it. At 
!he present time the finances of Queensland 
are in a deplorable condition, nnd there is 
not one member of Padiar:1ent who can avoid 
takin::- cognisance of the fact that some 
dra-tic action is required to place them on .a 
better footing. Certninly the Treasurer in 
his Sta.tcrnent, which may be regarded as 
the national balance-sheet, "as able to show 
a surplus of £16,967. Aftcr taking into con­
sideration the fact that the Government luwe 
'Yip,cl off £800,000 from the debt on State 
e1.~terpriscs, and after taking into considera­
tion the fact that they have set aside £350,000 
for the purpose of reducing the accumulated 
deficits, there is this year a. greater deficit 
than has been experienced since the drought 
yea1· of 1902. 

11r. DASH: Rot! 

Mr KERR: After giving the Government 
croclit for everything they have done, we 
fmd that that is the result. 

Mr. DASH: You can handle finance all 
right. 

Mr. KERR: That is a clear statement of 
fact, and, if the hon. member will delve into 
the matter, he will find that my statement 
is absolutely correct. It is fortunate for 
Queensland that Australia. adopted Federa­
tion. It is a good thing for the State to have 
the Commonwealth Government standing 
behind it to-day. It is a good thing to know 
that we have financial stability in our Aus­
tralian Parliament. We would be in a dis­
astrous position if we had not that Parlia­
ment standing behind us. The Common­
wealth Treasurer's Budget Speech alone is 
sufficient reason why the Commonwealth 
Government should be returned at the next 
election. 

Mr. BrLCOCK: J'\o greater political men­
dacity \vas ever issued by any Treasurer. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman may say 
so, bnt let me quote some figures with refer· 
ence to the finances of the CommonweaJth. 
\Vhore Quc'ens!and has been rapidly going to 
the bad in conne"tion with its national debt, 
the Commonwc.,lth Government have been 
steadily and syslema tically reducing their 
public debt b0 sinking fund payments and 
contributiens from surplus revenue. On 30th 
chme. 1925, the public debt of the Common­
wealth stood at £430,0CO,OOO, of which the war 
debt is £311,000,000. The amount advanced 
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as loans to the various States was £68,000,000 
and other debts £15,000,000. During the last 
three vears the Commonwealth Government 
ha vc been able to reduce their public dPtt 
by £22,000,000 Can you imagine Queens­
land at this stage of it'l. career showing the 
public debt less now than it was three yea1·s 
ago? 

Mr. BuLCOCK: What about the indirect 
form of taxation in Customs duty? 

Mr. KERR: I quite realise that aspect. 
Although the revenue of the Commonwealth 
amounts to something like £65,000,000, the 
hon. gentJoman must remember that 50 per 
cent. of that amount is absorbed in pay­
ments for pensions, etc., on account of the 
war. He must also recognise that the Com­
monwealth has undertaken the defence of 
Australia, and that the expenditure on behalf 
of the Post Office is about £11,000,000 and 
on main road~ about £1,000,000. Then there 
is the upkeep of ports and lighthouses, and 
the expense necessary in attending to health 
matters in Australia. Agam, we must not 
forget the expenditure necessitated by old­
age pensions, which have been increased from 
time to time bv the FedBral Government. 
We cannot cavif at the way one penny llao 
been spent by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. Can the hon. member for Barcoo tell 
me \Vhere in one instance money has bGen 
misspent by the Commonwealth Government? 
I can quote instances where millions of 
pounds have been misspent by the Queens­
land Government. 

R0eentlv I asked for a return of those rail­
wavs which have cost the State hundreds of 
thousands of pounds on which work has been 
suspended, an.d where gra;.;; is now grOwing. 
Hon. mmnbers cannot quote one instance 
where the funds of the Commonwealth have 
been wast~\d in such a way. The assets 
of the Post Office we·re computed last year 
at £11,000,000, and only a couple of millions 
of loan monev has been expended on that 
department That shows that the Common­
wealth Government are using their revenue 
for the nurpose of paying for this service, 
and by doing so are not inflicting uni::teces­
•ary taxation on the people. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC '\VoRKS: That 
is no basis of comparison at all. 

Mr. KERR: Before the present Govern­
ment assumed office school and public build­
ings were erected out of revenue ; these 
were not a tax on the people, but to-day 
those buildings are constructed out of loan 
money. 'I11e hon. gentleman adopted that 
policy when he was in the Works Depart­
ment. 

Mr. HYNES: \Yhy didn't you call upon 
Kidman to pay his income tax? 

:::.rr. KERR: Th0 hon. member knows per­
fectlv well that those charg-es which were 
lr'velled by his colleagues -in the Federal 
Parliament have all gone up in the air, and 
comequently have no force in them. ·what 
j, the me of the hon. member attempting to 
sic!, track the issue? The Commonwealth 
Gm·nnment have assisted both the primary 
and th0 secondary industrjcs. 

?~ 1 r. IIYNES: DoeR th0ir revenue tariff 
as i~t s, 'condary indu~trics? 

~ 'r. KERR: If he contends that the tariff 
is ll"'n·lv a revenuo-nroducing tariff and not 
a pn t' ctive tariff, 'I hone that the hon. 
mcrnk·r ·':ill never enter the Federal Parlia­
nwnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Tbey 
get a revenue of £17,000,000 from it. 

Mr. KERR: Revenue may come from the 
tariff, nevertheless it is a protective tariff. 
\Vould hon. mE'mbers opposite throw that 
revenue into the sea? The revenue is being 
used to good purpose in developing this 
nation. Not a single hon. membm· opposite 
can tell me of an instance where that money 
has not been used wisely and in the interests 
and for the welfare of the whole community. 
I commend the Federal Budget to hon. 
members opposite. If they read it closely, 
I venture to say they will not find in it one 
statement that is wrong. Vl'hv should the 
Federal Treasurer make a statement which 
is not correct? 

J\!fr. HYXES: You are one-eyed and cannot 
see. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Gi,-e us something in regard 
to Queensland. 

Mr. KERR: I would like to tell the hon. 
member that the monev invested in our 
public works is not returiJing 50 per cent. of 
tl1f, interest charges. 

The Government collect from the taxpayer 
n.) less than £3,914,161 in direct taxation in 
order to meet the interest charges on these 
works. Last year they increased the fares 
and freights on our railways by £394,000. 
They also searched all other possible avenues 
for the purpose of securing increased revenue. 
Thev have re!i,wed themselves of their share 
in tl1e cost of the maintenance of hospitals, 
and are now taxing the ratepayers through 
the lo<'al authorities for their upkeep. The 
expenditure has kept pace with the income, 
and that while we have been experiencing the 
most favourable seasons that we have had for 
a long time. \Vhen the seasons are so good, 
and while our revenue exceeds the antici­
pated revenue by hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, opportunity should be taken to pay 
some of that money to the trustees of our 
public debt, to reduce that debt. In 1914-15 
our taxation amounted to £1 Ss. 2d. per head 
of our population, while in 1924-25, owing to 
the fact that our public money has been 
going into wrong channels, our taxation has 
increased to £4 13s. 9d. per head. It is a 
pretty big thing to ask about 800,000 people 
to spend £24,000,000 a year, and no one can 
say that that expenditure has made Queens­
land progress as it should have done. Thirty 
million acres have gone out of occupation, 
and our secondary industries have not pro­
gressed as they should have done. 

Mr. HYNES: Owing to the Commonwealth 
revenue tariff. 

Mr. KERR: Does the hon. member 
seriously believe that? 

Mr. HYNES: Absolutely. 

~.1r. KERR: Then can the hon. member 
tdl me why I'\ew South \Vales ancl Victoria 
have gone ahead while Queensland has gone 
back? 

Mr. HY:-<ES: Are thev not alwavs squealing 
about taxation? • · 

Mr. KERR : Those States are labouring 
under exactlv the same Commonwealth tariff 
as _is QueenSland, yet tbe7 are progressing 
wh1le wo are retrop;rpssi:ng. Tho argument 
relating to the condition of om industries 
and the number ot cmplovees engaged therein 
is the only comparative argument which can 
be used in thi,; Chamber. 

Mr. Kerr.l 
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Mr. HYNES: There is more lucrative invest­
ment in this State in primary industry than 
iP any other State. That is shown by the 
fact that our exports exceed our imports. 

Mr. KERR: One of the most outstanding 
feature' in regard to investments is the 
deposits paid into the associated banks and 
drawn out of those banks on loan to private 
enterprisn. Perhaps the hon. member for 
To" nsville will be glad to know that the 
deposits placed in our associated banks in 
Queensland arc far greater than the advances 
made by those banks to pri va to enterprises in 
Queensland. That shows that a considerable 
proportion of the deposits placed in our asso­
ciated banks in Queensland is going to the 
Southern States for investment. I could 
quote figures to show that state of affairs. 
'That indicates that, whil" very large deposits 
may be made owing to the success of our 
primary products, sugar and wool, that 
money is not being loaned to Queensland 
industry but is being invested in other 
States through the headquarters of the asso­
ciated hanks. That is the reason whv New 
South \Vales and Victoria are progressing 
:rtOre than Queensland in regard to secondary 
1ndustncs. 

Mr. Bc-LCOCK: That is not so. 
Mr. HYNES: 'There is a boycott. 

Mr. KERR: I am glad the hon. member 
for Townsville interjects. If the legislation 
of the country cannot be trusted, there is a 
natural boycott, and It· must be so. No 
matter how much we regret the fact t-hat 
there is a boycott, we must attribute that 
boycott to the legislation of t·he present 
State Government. If the hon. member and 
his friends declare they intend to socialise 

[ndustry in this State and to control it through 
'?e!' nominated by the Labour organisation, 
!S 1t any wonder that capital will not comCJ 
m~o the State to develop secondary indus­
tnes? So long as the socialistic principles 

prevail with hon. members oppo­
[12.30 p.m.] sit:, so long will that boycott 

exist. As I have alreadv poinled 
out, the bank deposit-s in New South Wales 
,and Victoria are loss than the advances made 
in those States, and the balance is made 
up by the surplus from the Queensland banks. 
That is a position that never existed prior 
to the last few years. In 1914 the head­
quarters of the Aesociated Banks in Sydney 
and Melbourne sent the deposits up to the 
Queensland branches for investment. I eould 
quote figures, taken from the Statement 
issued by t.he Fed<?ral Treasurer in re,.ard 
to the. banking returns, showing that o the 
banks 111 the Southern States to-day are not 
sending any money up to Queensland but 
are taking a way m,oney from the Queensland 
banks. Last sessiOn I pointed out these 
figures to Mr. 'rheodore and told him the 
position. but I do not think that prior to that 
ho realises what was happening, \Vhat hap­
pened last year is happening to-day, but to a 
greater extent. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: You know that the whole 
question is bound up in the exportable surplus 
from Queensland. 

J\ilr. KERR: The hon. member knows that 
is not conect. The needs of one State are 
met from the resources of the other. I 
know that. perfectly ;vel!. Our exports, prior 
to last year, were JUSt as great as during 
the war period. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: The exchange problem was 
the trouble. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. KERR: The exchange problem was 
pretty severe until it was overcome by the 
Bruce-Page Government. 'That Government 
has been one of the soundost and greatest 
Governments that Australia has ever &een. 
It has placed Australia on a sound and very 
firm footing. 

Mr. HYXES: What party established the 
Con1n1onwcalth Bank? 

Mr. KERR : What party est.ab!ished the 
rural credit scheme? 

'While the State revenue account has not 
been all that is desired, the expenditure from 
Trust Funds last year amounted to £6,413,122 
while the revenue was only £6,320,066. There 
is a deficiency there of £93,056. It is stated 
in the Financial Statement that this will 
be adjusted-tha.t the trust account, are 
in a sound financial position. That state­
ment is not right either, because there is 11 

debit balance in connection with trust 
accounts of £632,229. How can any account, 
more especially a trust account, be said to 
be in a sound position when you have such 
a debit balance as that? I understand thctt 
this year the appropriation is going to be 
over £7,500,000, and in the meantime the 
debit balance is being carried by loan money 
bearing interest at the rate of 5~ per cent. 
or 6 per cent. The Trust Funds are in a 
hopeless position, and there is no possibility 
of those accounts righting thmselves. The 
State stations ar8 absorbing £208,000; the 
Chillagoo smelt-ers £240,000; and the State 
coal mines £139,000, which is all more or 
less taken from the Trust Funds. All that 
money has gone into these ventures, and 
there is very little chance of a return 
sufficient to pay interest on the money 
invest.cd. We know that there are dead­
losses to the extent of many thousands of 
pounds in connection with these enterprises, 
also there is an amount of £164,962 repre­
senting unemployment insurance taxation 
which has been used for these purposes. All 
these amount.s I have mentioned have been 
expended in wild-cat schemes bv the Go­
vernment, and that practice should not be 
continued. I contended when these amounts 
were taken from the Trust Funds and from 
the Unemployment Insurance Fund t.hat it 
was a very unwise procedure, and I still 
think so. My opinion is that these funds 
should be kept separate from each other, 
and any credit balance should be utilised in 
connection with our State bonds or loaned 
out. to local authorities. The Public Service 
Superannuation Fund has been used to the 
extent of £522,344, the :!'lain Roads Fund 
to the extent of £126,000, Commonwealth 
Bank Deposit receipts to the extent of 
£1,394,000, and the Real Property Assurance 
Fund to the extent of £140,000. Those 
funds have been amalgamated and invested 
in unwise channels. That is the reason why 
to-dav v·e have deficits of more than 
£500,'000 in these particular accounts. We 
have to ask ol)rselves where those losses 
have gone. We find the following debit-s:-

Chillagoe State Smelters 
Cotton Trading Account 
Inkerman Irrigation ... 
Inkerman State Treatment 

Works·... ... 
State Coal Mines 
State Enterprises 

The Loan Fund again carries 
That condition of things should 

£ 
498,342 
425,663 

10,528 

9,964 
28.fi30 
16,000 

t.he baby. 
stop. The 
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'Trust Funds should be self-supporting. \Ye 
should not use loa.n money to carry the 
Trust Funds and pay 6 per cont. interest 
mr loan money advanced to the Trust Funds, 
when these arc losing proposit.ions. Surely 
·the time has arrived wh·cn v·e should go 
into thnc D.ccounts and put them in a proper 
c'mdition instead of being the jumble they 
are at the present time. Our public debt 
is not. in a sound rendition. \Vc have had 
all the losses I havo sho\vn in our various 
Staie actiYitics. rrhcr8 is no sinking fund 
provided to liquidat0 our debt, except to an 
inlinitc,imal extent, and we have suspended 
the payments to the sinking fund for quite 
a number of years. The intt rest on our 
public deht has grown to such large propor­
tions that the people have to take cognisance 
d the position. Taxation has piled up iD 
such an extent that it has becon1e an 
intolerable burden. The Government have 
been hauled over the coals, and rightly so. 
Mr. 'I'heodore, the ex-Premier, has stated 
thctt t·axation has reached its limit. bnt the 
Government go on borrowing £4,000,000 or 
£5,000,000 every year. \Vhat chance have 
-we of raising additional money in any other 
way? There is only one way to raise more 
revenue, and that is by increasing the income 
tax and the rentals on leasehold properties. 
The amount of rentals has gone up from 
£700,000 to over £1,000,000 under t.his Go­
vernment; hence the land has gone out of 
culti,·ation to some extent, and it is having 
:a disastrous effect on secondary industries 
also. I cannot see any loophole of escape 
.from increased taxation. 

The Treasurer in his Financial Statemem 
~aid that the increase in the basic wage would 
cost nearly a quarter of a million pounds, 
but that he would not make any statement. 
as to where the money was to come from till 
the amount was definitelv ascertained. Pos­
sibly there will he an -imposition of fresh 
taxation. Hon. members opposite have to 
realise that simultaneously with all this taxa­
tion which they have imposed they have also 
relieved themselves of their liabilitv for 

·<xpcnditure in regard to quite a. number of 
things. They have relieved themselves of 
the ncc0ssity to pay doles to the unemployed; 
they arc making the employer pay them. 
Previously we were asked to find large sums 
for the upkeep of hospitals. To-day tlw 
GoYernment aro not asking- us to provide an v~ 
thing like that, because ,;nder the HospitaL 
. Act they have compelled the ratepayers tn 
take over the liability. All these responsibiii­
ties of the Government arc being gradually 
rcn1ovcd. 

Mr. 'N. COOPER·. What \~ould you do? 

I\ir. KERR; I mak0 no bones about ir. 
There i8 on1:;~ one way to end it. There i~ 
no nHtn in the community v.-ho 1ninds pa;\-ing 
ineon1e tnx for tho upkeep of the blind, ckaf, 
nncl ·dun1b: for t.hc gaoh or for tho : IforcP­
H!C'nt of th8 hnYs of the country, fnr our 
la1v ~Olnt:" or for our ho·,.pital.s. 

:\Ir. W. Coor•En; Or cchlcation. 

Tlfr. KERR: Or of education. 1'\'o man 
rr:tinds paying taxation for these purpose~. 
In 1914 vvc hsd to rc-:trict ear~eh--:s to a r~~rtqin 
I'< venue, and. if \\'C had continued to restri 't 
{1ursolvr·~ in that wa,V, our t.axntion no1V' would 
po,,ib]y have been ,·bout .£2 5s. a head insteD cl 
of "£4 -13,. 9d. But we did not do so, and 
our taxation is continually going up. Our 

.ordinary revenues, with a little taxation, were 
more or less sufficient for our expenditure. 

Mr. Vv. CooPER; V,'e are spending far more 
in education than your Government did. 

:Mr. KEHR; The hon. member has not got 
thL:; right viewpoint. 'I~he value of money 
is a consicll'ration, and taking a pound '" 
being worth 20s. in 1914, to-day you have tc1 
spend something like 30s. to get the same 
value, Thc:re is at lec<St that· difference. 
SnlariPs and oYcrything else have risen, but 
not to the extent to which the cxpenditur•J 
h:~s risru. Thoro is IJo question tha.t tho~ 
Jn·opcr function of a Govcrn1ncnt is to govern 
and not to trade, and oven at this late stage 
I would like to see the Government realisu 
the seriousness of the state of things. If they 
\vipe out many of the undertakings which arc 
nb,,)rbing taxation by llJl',lflS of interest OIJ 

loan Elone:v and are alro losing the Stat ~ 
money in the shape of taxation which othel'­
wise would he paid by nrivate entorpris-· 
and if \VC ldt lcf!itimate taxation to Le 
imposed for the maintenance of our hospitals 
anrl a~ylumJ. our gaoL, our educationnl 
system-alllef,·itimate objecto of governmental 
expenditure-our position would be greatly 
improved. Instead. the Government with one 
stroke of the pen write off a sum of .£800,000 
from the capitalisation of one enterprise-­
£800,000 of our State money which has been 
invested and has been g·iving no return what­
ever to the people! These arc things which 
must be considered by any Government who 
attempt to govern a country. I claim that th·' 
Government should administer such things 
as I have mentioned, i£ they are really a 
Government, instead of l<>tting their minia. 
tf'rs heC'ome n1ere nwnagers, as it wore, cn­
gagr<l in trade and commerce, and so alto­
gether getting away from the functions of 
gm-ernmcnt. I realise the handicap under 
which hon. nwmbers opposite are suffering. 
They cannot do anything else. Their policy 
is Socialism, so that they will be ready wh<>n 
the time arrives. Perhans the Assistant Minis­
t.er is in charge of State enterprises so that 
he mav get a little tuition as to how to run 
a business, and when he has had six months' 
PxJwrience another man will be put in his 
place. so that. when the Socialistic scheme i 8 

put into operation. we shall have a body of 
men willing and allegedly able to take con­
trol. It is absolutely ridiculous, yet hon. 
members ask why c«pital is going out of this 
country! If I had my wey in regard to 
these State enterprises-and it is better to 
~a~v in nlain language what you n1ean-I 
·c,ould wipe some of them out . 

}l.t 12.45 p.m., 

The CIIAIR:\!All 1csumed the chair. 

:\lr. HYNFS; \Vhcre is the evidence that 
capihl is kaving Queendand; 

i',;r. TLETIR: I }HlY(' bf'CTI viving- the E'Vi­

for the la _t half hrmr. The Govnnment 
imr.'·>0J hcnsv land taxrs rnd snner 

1"·1Xf". nncl tb0re bnS ];.,r-n a rrrluction in H1·.~ 
ucrf nndc·r cnltiv:Jtion. ThP\ hn·rc ~TI­

--.d t hri r fees, lirenses, and f;.tarnp dutie". 
l1<tY0 in('~'Prt~C'd t.ax8tion in CYcrv co::n­

dlrr-r·tio:'"~.. Tn nine cases nnt· ·of tPn 
th0Y ar0 hitting the :":me n1cn and 1hc sarr1·~ 
h~1c;inrc;;:e~. 

!·Tr. IIY'\ES; The men who can afford to ]Hy. 

:\Jr. KERR: The hon. gentleman know' 
r 'rfrctlv \' .•1! that that argument is dead. n," 
knowJ perfrctlv well the-t. if a special tax 
,,-as put on breweries. there would be ~tn 
inrr0·1 SP 1n tbo price of beer. \Ve saw in thi~ 
rnorninfl"'s nancr lrhcrc the Cornmonwca.Jtn 
GovNnment by means of tariff are extending 

M'P. Kerr.] 
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protection to the whisky distilleries of Aus­
tralia. W c notice that because of this indirect 
taxation in New South Wales whisky is to 
be increased from 8d. to 9d. a " nip." The 
cost is always passed on. \Vhy all this non­
son 'e about the cost being borne by those 
best able to pay? The hon. member for 
Maryborough will bear me out when I say 
that provision is made in the profit and loRs 
account for the amount paid in taxation. That 
is done to keep up the selling price. 

Mr. WEIR: That is not right. 
Mr. KERR: Taxation is taken into account 

and the same percentage of net profit IS 

maintained. 
Mr. WEIR: No; you want tD study a bit 

more. 
:Mr. KERR: The same percentage of proftt 

on the turnoHr is maintained. 
Mr. BuLCOCK: Then why are they squealing 

about the limitation of profits? 
J\Ir. KEER: That is where the hon. gentlo­

man fails dismally to see beyond his politic.ll 
nose. He knows y,.ry well that the higher 
the price the smaller the turnover, because 
the people are not able to pay the increased 
price. As a result of this increased taxation 
the industries in Queensland are unable fuc­
cessfully to compete with the Southern States. 
With free trade between the States as we havo 
it here there should be no difficulty; but 
tc,xation is the poisonous core that mLlSt or; 
withdrawn from our indllstrial activities. At 
an early date there is to be a Commonwealth 
Plcction, and I sincerel.v hope that, whea 
Government members take the platform, they 
'vill ('ndra.vour to make Australia \vhat .Jt 
ahvays was intended to be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PullLIC 'WoRKS: A fre.} 
country. 

Mr. KERR: A country with its own ideals 
and responsible to its own people-a free 
country--

GoVEHN:IlENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: A country that is entitled to 
say who shall enter it, and a country that is 
entitled to say who shall remain. Our ideals 
will not permit us to allow any wasters to 
remain in our community to take advantage 
of mob psychology. 

Mr. F ARRELL : Name them. 
Mr. KERR: I have named some of them 

this morning. I make no bones about naming­
them. I hope hon. members opposite will 
view matters from an Australian point ,,f 
view, and forget for a little while the intolet·­
able position of party politics when national 
issues are at stake. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I have listened 
\Yith r. good deal of interest to th8 debate, 
and I have come to the conclusion that it ia 
rather regrettable that hon. members opposite 
should have used the latitude given them for 
the purpose of carrying on political prop;t­
ganda in connection with the Federal elec­
tions. The whole of the speeches delivered 
nnd the criticism levelled at this side during 
the deb!lte have been so much political pro­
paganda. Not one constructive idea or lo~ica.l 
pil'~e of "riticism has been offered by 'hon. 
rncn1bClrs oppo:::itc. Metaphorically speaking, 
they have stood in their place,, pokecl 
their tongues out, and called " Bolshe­
vilc" With respect to the position that hns 
ariRcn in ('Onnection with the seamen's striko 
and the FPderal elections that have been 
brought on by Mr. Bruce. the people who am 
doing the propaganda work for the anti-

{Mr. ][err. 

Labour forces arc endeavouring to get the 
great mass of the electors to believe that the· 
Australian Labour movement in some way is 
going ''red." 

Mr. FRY : Do you read the " Daily Mail " '! 

Mr. HYNES: They imply that people from 
overseas imbued with Bolshevistic ideas have 
come to Australia, entered the industri.d org:1-
nisations. and as a consequence both the poli­
tical and industrial wings of the movement 
nrn going "red," or, in other \Vords, Coln­
munistic. I have been connected with the 
industrial movement since boyhood. I have 
taken a prominent part in industrial fights 
and in direct action and strikes. and I know 
considerably more of the state of the industrial 
organisations than hon. members opposite. The 
Australian Labour party stands for Socialism. 
That is the antithesis of Communism and 
tho antithesis of the doctrine that is preached 
by members of the old I.W.W., who believe 
in direct action and revolutionary action. 
\Ve believe we can obtain our objective by 
evolution-by gradual change. That is the 
policy we subscribe to. ?\o mention has been 
made from this ~ide of the Chamber during 
the debate of this party having anything tD 
do with Communism. 

ivlr. BRAND: Do you believe in Communism? 

Mr. HYJ'\ES: If I believed in Communism, 
I would not be eligible for membership of 
the Austrdian Labour party. In proof of 
that I would like to direct the attention of 
hon. members to the fact that at the last 
Federal convention of the Australian Labour 
party held in Melbourne th2re was carried 
a definite resolution dissociating the party 
from the CommmJistic partv. Th! official 
report of the proceedings of that oonvention 
on page 35 contains the following:-

" Mr. Painter (Victoria) moved an 
amendment. ' That <'onference declar<.·~ 
itself against the affiliation of the Com­
munist party, as a party, with the Aue­
tralian Labour party.' " 

Mr. Theodore. the ex-Premier of this State, 
who represented Queensland at the convention, 
is reported as follows :-

" l\Ir. Theodore (Queensland) said he 
was in agreement with Mr. Painter's 
amendment, but thought the amendment 
should go further, and, therefore, he would 
move a further amendment-' That no 
member of the Communist party shall be 
elig-ible to become a member of the Aus­
tralian Labour party.' " 

The report further states-
" It was agreed that Mr. Painter's 

amendment and Mr. Theodore"s further 
amendment should be combined in tha 
following form:-' The conference de­
clares itself against the affiliation of the 
Communist party with the Australian 
Labour party. and dclares ineligible for 
membership avowed Communists.' " 

The above m(ltion was carried, the votin~s 
being thirty for, six against. 

Mr. BRAND: \Vhy are you supporting 
'Valsh? 

1\fr. HYNES: I will deal with that pre­
~ently. On page 42 of the report of tho 
convention. after the neolution arrived at 
had bern ·put into a conci>o form, I find 
the following:-

"PROPOSED RuLE RE CoM)!UNISTB. 
" COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

" 1. Neither the Communist party nor 
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a bran eh thereof m a v be or become 
affiliated with the A~1stralian Labour 
party. 

"2. :No member of the Communist 
party may be or b<>come a member of 
the Australian Labour party. 

" In reply to a query, the che.irman 
rnlc•d that the discuFSion and report 
;ycre in accordance with Rule 8." 

That gives the lie direct to hon. m~mbers 
';•posite who say we are assomated wtth the 
Communist party in the Commonwealth of 
Australia. For the edification of hon. mem­
bers opposite, for the purpose of spiking 
their guns a.nd of interfering v-:ith t):le J?er­
nicious propaganda they are chsse1n1na tlng, 
I shall read the pledge every man must 
t.1k0 before he is allmved to become a member 
,.[ the Australian Labour party-

.. I hereby pledge myself to the prin­
ciples of the Australian Labour party, 
State and Federal and Local Govern­
ment' platforms and to any alterations 
thereto made by a duly constituted 
Labour Convention. 

·· I also pledge myself to do every­
thing in my pmver t-o further the object' 
"f the party as set forth in its constitu­
tion and general rules. I hereby declare 
that I am not a member of a Communist 
<>rganisation or party or of any political 
party having object-s and methods in any 
way opposed to the Australian Labour 
party.;' 

The rea>on I rose is that .almost every 
i.•:Oll. member on the other side who has 
Jlclrcssed the Chamber has made d10 state­
lnent, either by innuendo or straightout, 
;bat we arc connected with the Communistic 
t·arty. The doctrine of Communism is based 
cmc n the doctrine of despair. \V e say there 
i -· no orcu.sion for re\·olution; that we can 
',.J,ieve our object-ive by evolutionary 
" ethods, in accordance \vith the platform 

•'! out in the report I have just quolC'd. 
I am connected with the largest industrial 

w1ion in the Commonwealth, the Aust-ralian 
\\'orkers' Union. I am a vice-president and 
am on the executive of the Queensland 
branch of that organisation. To indicate 
Low vast arc the ramifications of that organi·­
'<ttion, I wish to state that in Queensland 
we have a membership of 50,000, embracing 
e-mployees in all kinds of industry. As to 
this twaddle about people from overseas­
Dolshevists-getting into and controlling our 
;·xecutive, I point out there are ten members 
''n the Queensland Executive of the Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' Union, and everv one of 
those ten is Australian born. \Ve have 
'omething like thirty organisers in Queens­
land, and all are Australians. At the annual 
< •mvontion of the Australian \Vorkers' Union 
in :Melbourne in February of this year 
c···ery delegate I met, so far as I could 

<certain, was an Australian. Where, t;1en, 
L'ces all this rot come in about people 
fron1 Moscow undermining out organisa­
cions? Communism only thrives under 
5Llpprcssion and oppression, and that being 

so the Labour party, owing to :2 p.m.J its methods and policy, is better 
calculat-ed to deal with Com­

'nunism than hon. members opposite with 
:,eir polio~·. The reason why Communism 

;oak hold in Russia was on account of the 
manner in which the rulers of Russia dealt 
with the great masses of the people of that 
C•:>tmtry. It was owing to the suppression 
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and oppression of the ruler5 that the people 
revolted. Communism only thrives in those 
countries which have bad economic and 
industrial conditions for the working classes. 
\Ye stand for a high standard of living for 
the working class and for the under-dog, 
and as a consequence t-here is less danger 
of anv strides being made in Communistic 
propaganda in this co_untry than there is 
in any other country m the world. H~re 
in Queensland we have had a Labour Admm­
istration for the last ten years, and the 
standard of living of the workers is much 
higher than it is in any other part of thfl 
world. The nominal and effective wage of 
the workers in Queensland is higher than it 
is in any of the States of the Commonwealth. 
The hours worked by the workors in Queens­
land a re leF' per week than in any part of 
the world. Taking- these things into con­
"ideration, and taking- also into consideration 
the fact that the depositors in the Savings 
Bank in Queensland number 365,000, ami tna:. 
o~cording to the last returns available, 66.41 
per cent. of the pE>oplc occupying houses 
in Queensland own iheir own houses, I say 
it. is mere twaddle to talk about a bloody 
revolution in this country. It is simply 
propaganda put forward to stampede the 
timid electors into winning the clcctlot,,; for 
?·Ir. Bruce and his capitalistic friends. There 
is nwre danger of Comn1unis1n becoming 
fayourcd by the workers of Australia if 
:\fr. Brucc i's allowed t-o continue his despotic 
act ions, such as his actions towards the 
org·ani .od workers in connection with the 
seamen's slrike, than if the Labour party 
is returned to power. 

\Yhile I am dealing with that I wish to 
make som8 reference t.o the strike that is 
in existence at t-he present time. The deporta­
tion of \Valsh and aohnson is not going to 
bring a bout industrial peace in this <;ountry, 
and no one knows that better than hon, 
members opposit-e or than the Prime Minister 
of Australia. If these two men are deported, 
ccrtainlv there will be other men to take 
their places. It is rather singular that there 
have been strikes going- on in the Common­
wealt-h e;-er since the present party has been 
in power in the Commonwealth Parliament. 
The workers all over the world are resort­
ing to direct action, and it is logical to 
assume that, if Mr. Bruce is returned to 
power--I do not think that he will be­
strikes will still continue. There is more 
d[1nger of Communism becoming popular 
under an anti-Labour . .'l.dministration than 
under a Labour Administration, because a 
majority of tlw workers are reasonable 
people and people who can sum up the posi­
tion logically, and, i.f they can obt-ain their 
objective by peaceful means and evolutionary 
effort, they are not going to embrace any 
policy or doctrine that means bloody revolu­
tion. 

In this State-and I suppose we can accept 
that as being indicative of what obtains in 
other States-we have a population of 
approximately 800,000, of whom 365,000 have 
bank accounts, and 66~ per cent. of the 
people are occupying their own houses. To 
talk about a revolution under these circum­
stances is simply childish twaddle. I am 
satisfied that when members of this party 
and other Labour protagonists have an oppor­
tunitv of stating these things from the hust­
ings .. the Labour party will sweep into power 
in the Commonwealth. I admit that there 
aJ'e Communists in Australia, but the great 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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mass of the people do not believe in Corn· 
munism. They attach their hope to the policy 
whieh has been propounded by the Austraban 
Labour •)artv. The best evidence of that is 
J,bat ond of 'the high priests of Communism 
in Amtralia contested an industrial electorate 
as a Communist candidate in Sydney at the 
last :\ew South Wales election. There were 
60,000 people on the roll, most of whom 
were industrialists, and he only eecured 400 
,·c.tes ant of the 60,000. That is evidence 
that the workers do not attach any faith at 
ali to the doctrine preached bv Communists. 
\nwn the hon. members opposite endc,nour 
to fas1en the Communist organisation on to 
this part,,~, they arc saying son1ething ,vhich 
they know is positively un1rue. Hor.l. mem· 
hers opposite know full well that this party 
is not associated \Yith the Communist party. 

Mr. MAXWCLL: Is not Mr. Garden the 
'ecretary of the :\few South \Vales Trades 
and Labour Council? 

Mr. HY:\'ES: The big industrial mganisa­
tions arc in sympathy with the seamer. in 
their fight for better conditions. They under­
'tand that the men are entitled to something 
better than £9 a month. They understand 
that ihc.Je men during the war period were 
spoken of as heroes: to-day they are spoken 
of P.::; crin1inal~. If there are any persons 
who arc guilty of criminal action in connec­
tion with the present dispute. it is the people 
'rho control that great world-wide shipping 
combine-the Inchcape group. These pecople 
have arbitrarily taken £1 out of the paltry 
wage paid to these men, who have had no 
say as to whether it should be retained or 
not. WlJCn the ships left their home port 
those men were receiving £10 a month, and 
when the-,. came here it was reduced to £9 
a month." The Inchcape shipping group is 
Dot a British ·organisation; it is an inter­
national organisa,tion of capitalism. In 
describi'ng tho Inchcape shipping grour I 
'' ould use the words of Up ton Sinclair, when 
Jescribinp: the great l\Ieat Trust. In his 
"debratcd work, "The Jungle,'' he Raid--

" It is the spirit of capitalism made 
fleeh; the incarnation of blind and 
insatiate greed upon the orean of corn~ 
rr1crce; it sails as a pirate ship, and has 
hoisted the black flag and dochred war 
against civilisation." 

Those words arc particularly applicable to 
the Inchcapc group-the great shipping com­
bine who are fighting the seamen to-day. I 
am not surprised that hon. members oppoeite 
have taken up the cudgels on behalf of the 
Inchcape group as opposed to the seamen. 
They have ah. ays been on the side of the 
oppres'ors, always on the sido of the 
capitalist, and they arc true to their type. 
I am not complaining about that but with 
their tongues in their cl}eeks, they 'get c{p and 
say that they are appealing to the reasonable 
members of the working class. ThPir trouble 
about the working class! Here we have them 
svmpathising with the Inchcapo group-a 
borly of capitalists who have reduced the 
wages of their already underpaid servants 
by 10 per cent. What does the reduction of 
£1 a month mean to the seamen? It means 
that their dependents, who were in rPceipt 
of £6 a month out of their paltry £10 a 
month. will now get less. It will mean less 
buHer on the children's bread, probably less 
coals to warm them in winter. and perhaps 
more scanty clothing to shield them from 
the winter elements. What does it mean if 
the shipping combine succeed in breaking the 

[.Mr. Hynes. 

strike? Only more profits; more dividencs 
for the cmnbiue; rnore motor cars; more 
money to spend in the fashiunable resorts 
of Europe; more champagne ! On the ant­
hand it means bread and butter for the 
"hildren of the 'ea men; on the other en· 
ltanced p·oHts for the capitalists who have 
shares in the lnchcape group. That is the 
position ,,s it nppcars to me, and I hope thac 
the sea rnen 'vin. 

:\Ir. BRAl<:D: You did not express thac; 
hope to the railway men. 

Mr. HY~ES: That is the desire of every 
decent worker in this country. We hop€ 
that they will win. I know tl1at there is a 
tough fight ahead of them, but I hope thac; 
the spirit of solidarity which they are dis­
playing will e,ssist them in winning out. 

::vir. 13RAxD: You know they will not win. 

:\lr. HY:\'ES: I know that they are going 
to put up a good fight, and that is the mam 
point. 

The railway strike was settled in a 
manner which was compatible with the aims 
and ideals of the Labour party. \Ye sub­
scribed to the policy of arbitration, and we 
sd,tlcd the strike in eight days-and, mark 
von, I belieYc that the Brnce Administration 
Could havf' done sornerhing to lning thi~· 
seamen's strike to a termination if the,· 
wished. Onlv recentlv the Press informed u's 
that, with a· view to terminating the sea· 
rnc ,l's strike the Prime :11inister of ~~ evv 
Zealand is endeaYouring to adopt the same 
methods which we adopted in the railwa:: 
strike. The Prime :'IIinister of Australia is 
taking up the "strong man'' attitude·-he is 
going to break the strike with the mailed 
list by deporting citizens of .\ ustralia. Con­
trast the action of his Government with tha~ 
of the Labour Government here ! I believe 
that if hon. members opposite were in power 
in this State they would have ttied to b"ro:; 
up the railway strike with the mailed fist, 
and probably that would hove meant a 
protracted struggle. I belieYe that the rail­
\Yay employees are sufficient]~ organised to 
put up a big struggle, and the result would 
haYe been that we would have had civil 
war, and the whole of ihe primary and 
E<econdarv industries would have been ruined 
bcca.us0 they could not got their produce to 
market. 

Some hon. member opposite quoted figures 
to proYe that the workers of this State were 
receiving a lower effective wage than the 
workers were getting in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. I have gone to the trouble 
of looking up statistics which must be 
accepted as being authentic. They are taken 
horn the "Quarterly Summary of Australian 
Statistics, Bulletin No. 99," published in 
March, 1925. On page 66 will be found the 
following table:-

"Wages-Adult Males-Weighted aver­
age nominal weekly rates payable and 
weekly hours of labour." 

Weekly Working 
\vage. hours. 

s. rl. 
Xcw South Wales 93 6 47.75 
Victoria 95 5 46.99 
Queensland 95 9 45 40 
South Australia 91 10 46.98 
'Western Australia: .. 94 8 46.52 
Tasmania 92 6 47.26 
Australie, 94 3 46.66 



Supply. (29 SEPTEMBER. J Supply. 787 

The ftgures relating to Queensland were 
given before the passing of legislation enact­
ing a 44-hour week. It will be noticed that 
the nominal wage in Queensland is higher 
aud the wc.·kly hours of work lower than in 
any other State. I-!on. rnC'n1bers opposite are 
continually saying that, while nominal wage' 
have been increased, the effective wage is no 
better than it was in 1914. They also state 
that the effective wage is higher in other 
parts of the Commonwealth than in Queens­
land. 1 have taken some figures from the 
<amc authority that I have quoted to show 
the puretl'tsing pmver of money. These 
figures show what it costs to purchase in each 
<apital city that '.vhich cost £1 in 1911-

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbanp 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart 

Housing 
accommodation 

s. d. 
37 5 
31 11 
23 3 
31 4 
26 8 
34 11 

Food, 
groceries, 

and housing. 

s. d. 
35 7 
33 1 
29 7 
34 5 
34 7 
35 5 

The weighted ~vcragc of six capir.al cities 
throughout the Commonwealth is 32s. lld. 
for housing accommodation and 34". for food, 
groceries, and housing. I h,a ve already 
stated that there has been a considerable 
reduction in hours since the figurE< in the 
first table were compile·d. The latest figures 
available from the Commonwealth Statis­
tician are dealt with in the report from 
which I have just quoted. Tho point I want 
1 o make is this: After ten years of Labour 
administration the purchaSing l)O,ver of 
n1oncy is greater in this State than it is in 
any other State; after ten years of Labour 
adlninis+.ration the avera,ge hours of "·ork 
in Qucensla:od are less than in any other 
State; after ten years of Labour aclminis­
tration the nominal wag·e for the workers in 
Queensland to-day is higher thah in any other 
State of the Commonwealth. \Vo take great 
credit for those three important factors. 
Legislation dealing with the construction of 
workers' homes has had such a beneficial 
effect that 66 per cent. of the people in 
Queensland are able to be their own land­
lords. 13,c· price-fixing legi<lation and by the 
introduction of a svstem of State rdail 
butcher shops and other cntcrpi'ises by this 
Government. we have been r..blo to keep 
down the (Ost of living to the consumer. 
The result is that the purchasing power of 
money is higher to"day in Queensland than 
in any other part of the Commonwealth, the 
hours are shorter, and the nominal wages are 
also- higher. 

Mr. BRAXD: They ha Ye always been so in 
Queensland. 

Mr. HYNES: Some reference has been 
made in the course of the debate to what is 
termed the unemployment in Que.ensland. .An 
Economic Commission was appointed this 
vear to as<ist the Arbitration Court in con­
nection with the revision of the basic wage, 
and page 54 of its report contains table No. 
5, " Nominal effective wages in Queens­
land." It is a comprehensive table proving 
conclusively that unemployment has dimin­
ished in Queen,•land during the ten years 
that the Labour party has been in power. 
The report shows that in the year 1915 the 
average nominal rate of wages was 54s. 4d. 
and that the index number was 1064. The 
average rate of wages. in 1924 was 94s. 11d. 

and the index number 1858. That i,> cer­
tainly a considerable increase. Taking 1000 
as the basis in 1911, the index number of the 
retail prices. in 1915 was 1270 as compared 
with 1646 in 1924. The index number of thB 
0ffcetive ''age in 1915 was 838 against 1129 in 
1924. 'The percentage of unemployment in 
1915-hon. members opposite should note this 
-was 13.5 as against 6.4 in 1924. 'The index 
emplo~'mont fig-ures in 1915 were 909 and in 
1925 982. Tlw index number of the offectivB 
wage, allowing for unemployment, for 1915 
was 762, and for 1924 1109. This means that 
there has been an increase of 45.5 per cent. 
in the cffcctiYc wage in Quccn~land during 
the ten yetrs of of!icc of the Labour partv. 
That is borne out by the evidence compiled 
and contained in the report of the Economic 
Commission. 'l'he members of that Com­
n1ission were not Labour n1vn or propa­
gandists for t"P.i:3 partv. They -were experts 
appointed to do a dcfinih, job, and, as theil' 
job was t.o get this infornu1tion, v, ,' Inust 
accept it as being authentic. 

MY. PETERSON: \Vhat about the iucreasc 
in the cost of Jiyin,- to balance that in::rcase 
in the c:fft,...:tive wag-e'? 

::VIr. HY:\E8 : Hon. members oppo,iie h , ve 
been ronstantl:v thro-...ving the gibe at hon. 
nwmbcrs on this side of the Chamber that 
we are under the rlictation of an outside 
organisation. 

::VIr. SIZER: Quire, right. 

:>!1r. HYNES: I intend to prow that the 
nartv to '"hich the hon. members opposite 
b<>long is under the dictation and domina­
tion of the J'\ational Union. 

C\Ir. SIZER: There is no such body m 
Queensland. 

::VIr. HY:::-.JES: 'This organisation has been 
described by the ::\Iclbournc "Age" in these 
words-

" The Xational 'Cnion is a secnt little 
bodv of rich men who act in defiance of 
tl10 'spirit, if not the letter, of the law. 
and etHh·avour by the expenditure of 
scores of thousands of pounds to buy into 
po\Ycr accGmnH .. dating politicianft '' 

arn not going t0 condemn hon. n1e1nbers 
npposii:e b~~ 1ny own opinion, but out of the 
1nouths of their 0 1·'- n Tory Prc~s. 

Commenting on a meeting- hold at RocJ,. 
hampton and addressed bv the deputy-kadet' 
of the Opposition r.n 3rd .J ul:v last. the Rock­
hampton "Jliiorning Ru!lctin"-and it is not a 
Labour pap0r-of hh July last ha<l this to 

" 'The party 'Yhich tries to give over th9 
el0ctors to the dominance of the National 
Union, throws out four men who endb,· 
vour to stand between the electors ancl 
that undemocratic outrage, and then 
explains as its reason for so doing that 
the four are businc'' or middle men, can 
onlv be characterised as n1onumenta.1lv 
stuioid." 

Further on it said-
" Anothr-r tale is overdue, as 11essrs 

Barnos and 'l'aylor. "o whom the stigma of 
'middlemen ' has been applied, have their 
returns regulated bv law, which lays dow:1 
that no more than n per cent. ma,- be col­
lectf'd a' commission on any produce they 
handle, while C\Ir. King, who is a solicitor' 
is also a. middleman between his client 
and the client of hi" opponent. Other 
members of the amazing new partv wh<1 
swallowed the National Union pill arc 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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men of business, who in their capacity 
of distributors stand between the buyer 
and seller, and an explanation is needed 
to define how, or by wha,; stretch of 
fevered reasoning, they are regarded as 
party assets, while the other four are held 
to be anathema." 

That means that the '·Bulletin " did not 
helieYe the explanation that the four members 
on the cross bencheo> opposite were thrown out 
because they are middlemen. To pursue the 
argument further I shall read from the 
"Courier " of 31st July, 1925, reporting a 
meeting held at the Hamilton Town Hall. 
The hon. member for ·windsor is quoted as 
sa:-ring-

. " N eYer before in the history of Queens-
land politics had the Opposition been in 
·ueh a chaotic muddle." 

Again. there is the heading-
.. Pawned to the National Union."' 

And then this is said-
.. ::Vlr. G. \V. Shipley said that the 

Country Progressive party had been 
formed for the purpose of securing finance 
from the National Union. They now toil 
you the National Union is not behind 
thorn. but, if that is the case, from wheee 
<ore tlwy geiting their funds? It is evident 
they have pawned themselves to the 
);ational Union." 

::O.Ir. Shipley is not a Labour man; he is on 
the other side. Then the Brisbane " Courier " 
of 14th 2\fuv last had this to say-

,, :\h. Moore and Mr. Kinp; affirm that 
the new party is untrammelled by allian­
ces or understandings. Thev probabh· 
thought that they were un"trammelieCl 
when thev made the agreement with the 
Xational Union in the first place. by which 
tha.t coterie of privately ><elected repre­
scntati;-es of financial interests in Mel­
bourne could financially dominate the 
political destinies of anti-socialism i:1 
Queensland .... Democracy is a futility, 
a howling farce in fact. if the electors ar" 
to be subservit'Ilt to a coterie of reprc­
sentati;-cs of the mcncyed interests ,.j 
Yfelbourne, such as the National Union 
is." 

::\Ir. RrzER: Hear. hear ! 
::'llr. HYNES: I am glad there are some 

hon. members onpositc who arc prepared to 
kick up a little trouble in their party 
in order to make things right. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. BRAXD: No wonder '"our electors turned 
~·ou do,vn. · 

}1r. HYNES: They certainly would not 
tolerate " Litt-le Hermie from Burrum." 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to address the Chair. 

Mr. HYNES: "Little Hermie" keeps 
interjecting. 

Th" CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in referring to !l.ny hon. 
member bv other than the name of his 
electorate. 

Mr. HYNES : I mean the hon. member for 
Burrum. Mr. Fergus McMaster is reported 
as follows :-

" To Rtat" that an organisation such as 
the National Union, comprised apparently 
of sclf-annointed members, or nominees 
only of the largest and most influential 
<'ommPrcial and financial institutions in 
Australia, is going to be content to simply 

[Mr. Hynes. 

fill the role of collecting funds, having no 
polic~-, imposing nei:her directly nor in­
directly anv conditions whatever upon 
those rneml;ers and candidates accepting 
its financial support, is too ridiculous to 
be even misleading. An organisation that 
collects and controls funds constituted a> 
the National Union is, must and will have 
a policy, either public or secret, and mubt 
and will exact conditions upon those 
whom it subsidises." 

[2.30 p.m.] 
).lr. BRAXD: \Yhat are you quoting from? 
Mr. HYNES : I thought the hon. member 

was not· listening. The Brisbane " Courier" 
of 27th May, 1925, said-

" Mr. King will require a lot of elo­
quence t-o convince the electors that he 
and his party is not dancing to the tune 
that is called by the National Union." 

That is definit-e enough. Then John W. 
Henderson, of Bulimba, writing to the 
" Courier ' of 18th June, 1925, re the dis­
unity of the United party, said-

" Anyway, who is responsible for the 
present disunity? Can the member for 
Oxley tell us anything about it-? Also 
can he or anv other member tell who 
it was who once made a proposition that 
the ;'\' ational Union should pay a retainer 
of £500 per annum for supervising Bills 
going through the House and reporting 
to the said Union?" 

}h. BRAND: Do you believe what the 
~.Courier" said about you? 

::\Ir. HYJ'\ES: The " Courier " summed 
you up all right. (Interruption.) That is 
what contributors to the "Courier" said 
in the correspondence columns. 

The " Courier " of 18th June, 1925, report­
ing a combined meeting of anti-Labour 
organisations, at which the "Rump" were 
present. said under the heading " A flank 
attack from Xational Union!"-

"Mr. W. Kelso M.L.A., said that 
in October, 1923, 'the National Union 
notified the United party organisation 
that no more money would be supplied 
until unity on the floor of the House 
was obtained. Finding it impossible to 
'tane out the United party organisation 
in this way, the National Union then 
endea,·o{Jrcd to defeat it by a flank 
attack. It offered to supply the leader 
of each of thfl parties in opposition with 
funds for organisation purposes. Each 
leader was to supply the individual mem· 
bers of their parties with funds for 
orgamsmg their electorates, and the 
various organisations were not to have 
any say but could assist in any way 
possible. The voting on that motion 
was nine in favour and seven against. 
A financial committee was formed and 
of the minoritv Mr. T. R. Roberts was 
elected on t-his" committee. 

"vVe four members who have been 
kept out of the new party, together with 
Messrs. Maxwell and Fry, said Mr. 
Kelso, constituted the remaining dissen­
tients." 

There hon. members opposite are condemned 
by the members of their own part-y. The 
hon. member for Nundah said plainly and 
distinctly in that statement to the Press 
that those four members have been kept 
om bf'cause they refused t-o be dominated 
by the National Union; that is, the group 
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d Melbourne capitalists who evidently have 
bcPn paying funds to individual members 
of the party opposite. 

Mr. SIZER: I rise to a J?Oint of order. 
I wish to st-ate that there IS no National 
1) nion in QEeen'31and. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. I-IY:t\ES: That makes it all the 
'\vorsc. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would like 
to ask the hon. member for Sandgate to 
refrain from raismg frivolous points of 
order. He is merely abusing the privileges 
of this House in doing so, and I hope the 
hon. member will discontinue such conduct. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is stating 
something t.hat is not a fact. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

iYir. HYNES: The "Courier" of 14th 
}lay, 1925, 'a,id-

" The reasons given for the exclusion 
of .Yiessr:;. C. Taylor, \V. H. Barnes, G. 
1'. Barnes, and W. Kelso, from tho 
deliberations was their disloyalty to the 
party in not accepting the agreement 
with the National Union of 19t-h January, 
recognising it as the sole collecting body 
for tle United party and the Country 
party." -

That is definite and conclusive enough. Am 
I right in a~suming that individual members 
opposite have taken sums of money from a 
body which is described as a group of 
capitalists who buy · accommodating poli­
ticians? Am I right in assuming that? 

OrrosrnoN l\Inrmms: No ! No ! 

:Y1r. HYNES: If that is so. am I right 
in assuming that they are doing something 
which is inimical to the beet int-erests of 
this country? Am I right in saying that 
two men were gaoled for doing ,,omething 
t=irnilar? 

}fr. Srt.ER: No. 

Mr. HYXES: The time has arrived when 
the people outside should be awake to the 
fact that there is a group of capitalists in 
this country who are endeavouring to bribe 
politicians, and that certain politicians have 
been in negotiations with thflt organisation 
f oi' the purpose of g-etting funds f01· their 
election campaign. lf thA,t is true-and evi· 
dently there is some foundation for the belief 
-·the people who should be deported under 
Mr. Bruce's Deportation Act arc the group 
of capitalists who are endeavouring to bribe 
politicians to do their dirty work in Parlia­
ment. I hn,vc read out statements in the 
I'r<>ss of hon. members opposit~. If they have 
accepted money from that organisation, they 
are doing something which is inimical to the 
interests of this country and against the 
institutions of the State of Queensland. 

Mr. G. P. BAR"'\ES (1Vanrick): It is desir­
able in manv directions to follow the hon. 
member for· Townsville with the object of 
refuting, or at anv rate making some 
attempt to put him ri[\ht. regarding certain 
conclusions he has flrrived at; but. although 
I might attempt briefly to do a little in that 
way, I have other fiRh to fry, and conse­
nuentlv will not spend much time in that 
direction. 

With regard to the raising- of the standard 
of living for the workers, I maintain that we 

on this side are out to do the best we can 
in that direction for those with whom we 
have to do. I speak with a sympathetic 
feeling, as 1 am in touch with workers and 
know their feelings. Dissatisfied service IS 

no good to anyone. It is neither good to the 
e.tatC IlCY to employers genPrH lly. ~f We 
look at it merely from a Slllfish pomt of 
view, the employer, in his own interest, must 
be out to do the best he can for those who 
have to do with him in the carrying on 
of his business, and in that sense they are 
co-partners. 

I am not sure that the hon. member for 
Townsville is quite right in his conclusions 
with regard to the cost of living. Consider­
able interest is being shown in connection 
with the Estimates we have before us in 
regard to providing for the higher cost of 
living. In connection with the Department 
of Justice, last year a sum of £2,100 was pro­
vided by way of allowance to meet the 
higher cost of living in connection with 
clerks of petty se<sions, while £2.300 is put 
down this year for that object. It is interest­

·ing to follow the hon. member for Towns­
ville in connection with the various strikes. 
and as to the relationship which ho says does 
not exist between the Labour party and the 
Communists. He admits that there are Com­
munists in Australia. Should not wme 
heroic stand be taken by hon. members oppo­
site to oust these gentlemen, who, by the 
way, we all remember were described by 
the Premier during his speech on that 
memorable day when he dealt with the strike 
as men who should be fired out? That is the 
attitude we take up. \Ve sa;.i, "Fire them 
out!" In the iutcreRtB of Labour and in the 
interests of patriotism as well, it would be 
well to get rid of the firebrands of society 
in order that there might be a chance of 
peace. I think everybody must regret that, 
immediately the great. shipping strike took 
place and the extremists were being dealt 
with in ?\cw South \Vales and were lil~ely 
to be deported, we should lend a hand by 
expressing sympathy and by allowing the 
funds of Qneensland to be used in litigation 
which is now proceeding. \Vo should have 
washed our hands of that business. When 
the hon. member for Townsville made his 
remarks this afternoon about non-association 
with the Communists. I think he displayed 
optimism. I think there is a good deal of 
truth in the article ,,-hich flppeared in the 
'' Daily Mail " of the 18th August, but, 
putting that aside altogether for the moment, 
'"e cannot overlook the. sentiments expressed 
by :VIr. Appleton and Mr. Ramsav MacDonald 
at home. They are sane men," and I think 
we shonld not forget what Mr. Appleton 
said on that occasion:-

" The circumstances facing the union 
were that hundreds of ships were laid up, 
and many thousands of seafarers unem­
ployed, 40 per cent. of shipyard workers 
were be.gging for work, and every other 
mercantile country was undercutting 
Britain in wages and conditions. If the 
intransigcant section of Australian 
Labour wants to improve the condition 
of seamen, let them start with Russian,, 
German, Frenchmen, Dutchmen, and 
other nationalities, who are carrying 
merchandise and passengers under \vorse 
conditions than British ships . . . . If 
they will not take rnv advice to mind 
their own business, it ·is fair on his side 
t.o as~ume that their present action is 

2111-. G. P. Barnes.] 
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dictated by malevolence and ignorance, 
and not regard for British trades 
u:pionists." 

And then there was the cable from Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald. I prefer to take their 
opinions to- the opinions of the hon. member. 

The hon. member for Townsville referred 
also to the good work which he said had 
been done by the Government during the 
last ten years and to the fact that they had 
been m office for that period. lt is just that 
pertod of officfl with which I wish to deal 
this afternoon. In view of their handling 
of the bminess affairs of the State the 
wonder to me is that the Government still 
hold office, and that they have held it for 
ten years. Hon. members opposite un­
doubted!:: have left their mark on the historv 
o_f Queensland. It will take a mighty long 
hm<'. even t.f they go out at the coming elec­
tiOn>. to efface the mark thev have left on 
the !Jistory of the land. After a ten vears' 
term, and after looking over the position 
at tlw end of htch financial vear it is diffi· 
cult. to account for the retcntio'n of confi· 
deuce which the Government have received 
not only at the hands of the men behind 
them-that is a surprise-but also at the 
hande of the people. Their administration 
I maintain in no sen?e·-facts undoubtedly 
prov': my contenhon-Justilies, and has not 
JUsttfwd, the least degree of confidence or 
support. How the Labour Government are 
able to retain that ct;nfidence in the light 
of then· management IS a thmg that batHes 
the san_e people of the land. I cannot under­
s~and tt. "'lembers of Parliament on this 
Side cannot unde_rstand how the Government 
contmue to recm ve the support of the land 
who!! _we k_now of the waste and the mal­
admrmstratwn that is taking place. Every 
one of the one hundred and one happenings 
that we have seen would have driven anv 
other Govcrnn:cnt out of office. .lt appea1:s 
now, t~aJ nothmg at a.Jl short of bankruptcy 
m tnb t:itato and not~nnf' short of the abject 
need, of the people 1s likely to disturb the 
stanfung. of the Govcr11n1ent. Thev can lose 
mon0.v nght and loft. and still go" on undis­
turbed and unmoved. 

::\o_ one can deny thP losses. because thev 
'~.and out 111 clearly defined figures and facti. 
'Iue gro~t scrwusnc,,s of the position is that 
"''' hav~' hue] to pay hravily for the ten 
~·ear-" of their, n1a11ag-~ment of the countrv's 
bnsrnocs~ It 1s a tlun'-' that puzzles on~'s 
muHL 1 am pot spcakmg extravagantly in 
~h1~ ~enso. ~o '\vords at my comn1and are 
,uffic10n~l:v strong to cxpreBs the condemna­
~'o',l _.,_.Jttcl! I feel and which this land should 
l<•e1 for tlw facts that •tare ns in the face. 
I want to i'~'t the case in the simplest wav 
pc;.st blc o '. rt appears to me. In 1915 th"e 
people dcctclecl to change their Government. 
In other words, they appointed new managers 
to r mtrol and conduct their busine-ss. 'rhe 
Labour party. mider the late Hon. T. J. 
Rya11, U'surned control by taking the place 
o£ t];c Den ham Government. The La hour 
JHn. ~ i_ook the place of a politic~! party that 
ha.J I:ldnaged t}w countrY s affau·s for some 
fift;:-~1x : .. ear.:.. In !Ju":;nt.•ss language, the 
hl1~1ness raken over was a good healthv 
go1ng conceen .. It 'vas one that \~as rath6; 
mar" t-han prtymg its way. ·when the Den­
ham, Government retired in 1915 and the 
Labonr party assumed office, the public debt 
of Queensland after fHh·-six vears was 
£56.869.046. • . 

Th_e finan~ial year in 1915 ended with a 
surplus, wlnch had been the rule for mam· 

[lilT. G. P. Barnes. · 

years, 'IJ!d aggregated altogether £576,076. 
Of the public debt at that time £37,638,727 
was represented in the cost of 5,104 miles of 
railways. These railways for the year 
ended 30th June, 1915, as well as for many 
years previously, had paid working expenses. 
They had, in fact, shown a slight profit 
after paying interest. The balance of the 
public debt-£19,255,431-was represented in 
the cost of public buildings throughout the 
State-a Yery fine asset-loans to local 
authorities, harbour boards, amount spent 
on immigration, etc. Generally speaking, 
the State was in a most satisfactory and 
prosperous condition. The position of the 
people was reflected in the savings bank 
returns. That bank then was the appreci­
ated property of the State. It is not now 
lhe property of the State. The further 
prosperity of the State was evidenced in the 
development going on on the land under 
Ya.rions heads, including general agriculture, 
dairying, fruit, and poultry farming. There 
was abundant evidence that development was 
taking place. Prosperity, too, was evidenced 
in thiB sense, that Queensland had no land 
tax, and the amount received from direct 
taxation for the year totalled only £954,457. 
Queensland was then the lowest taxed State 
in the Commonwealth, consequently that 
condition was reflected in many directions. 
It is very interesting to note from a perusal 
of Table C4, page 17, of the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement. that between the years 
1905-1906 and 1914-15 the revenue per head 
of population increased onlv £2 Os. Sd. We 
have to remember that all "revenue is direct 
taxation. Perusing the figures further we 
find that for the ten years which the Govern­
ment haye _been in power the revenue per 
eaptta has mcrcased bv £7 4s. It is inter­
esting also to note hO\~ the items are made 
up, and the amounts can be seen at a glance 
in the following table:-

1914-15. 

£ s. d. 
Amonnt recei\'ed from 

Commonwealth 1 
Trrxation "· 1 
Territoria-l reycnne 1 
Public works and ser-

4 5 
8 2 
9 2 

vices 
i\:Iisccl!aneous 

5 12 1 
scniccs 0 19 0 

1924-25. 

£ s. d, 

1 4 10 
4 13 9 
1 15 2 

8 8 11 
1 14 2 

Further prosperitY was seen m the growth 
of our industries.· as a resnlt of the encour­
agement due to ·the light taxation; also in 
the ab·ence of unemployment, whilst the 
population had increased between 1907 and 
1915 by 132.208, or approxima.tely by 25 per 
cent. Much m me could be said on this 
question-that tho business was well and 
faithfully carried out; that there was corn, 
plete absence of speculation; no risk« what­
CYE'l' were taken; no State enterprises of 
any kind. apart from utility matters, were 
encouraged or introduced-in marked con, 
trast to the enterprises and ventures indulged 
in later by this Government. 

I !lOW wish, in a similar brief way, to 
look at the position of things to-day, after 
ten years of socialistic mismanagement. The 
public debt is now £95.894,158, an increase 
over the 1915 fignre of £39,025,112, approxi· 
mately an increase of 70 per cent. What 
ha Ye the Gonrnment to show for this? 
That is where we need to study this matter 
very carefully. 'What ha.ve the Government 
to show for this huge expenditure of nearlv 
£40,000,000? We know they have added 
935 miles to our railway mileage, and the 
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<·xtra charge against our railways is no less 
1 sum than £12,782,287. That is not much 
of a mileage to represent those millions of 
rounds. They have also expended on-

Public buildings, approxi-
mately ... ... 

Local authority advances ... 
Harbours ... ... 
Land resumptions 
State enterprises ... 
Retirement of Tre:csury Bills 

£ 

2.000.000 
4,646,483 

683.460 
365.503 

2,506.863 
1,124, 750 

There is, also, of course, the usual state­
:rnent made regarding unexpended balances. 
1 t will, therefore, be seen that a huge sum 
has been expended for which very little is 
t•J be seen, and in a-ddition large sums of 
l!loney have been advanc-~d from Trust 
Funds. I agree with the hon. member for 
Enoggcra, who spoke this morning, that a 
<tlance at that Trust Fund will furnish 
r·lenty of food for serious thought. It is a 
matter of conjecture how it is going to ad·cl 
up by and by, when we take into eonsidera-
1 ion the amounts which ha ye been used from 
those funds in connection with various 
matters like the Chillagoe smelters. It can 
be made good eventually only by a transfer 
c·nher to the Consolidated Revenue or to the 
l •an Fund Account. 

I have eaid that the Government have 
increased the pubtic debt in ten years bv 
£39,025,112. It took their predecesso1;s 
thirty years to increase the public debt by 
that amount, and thev did mighty work 
during thoee thirty years. Nearly all the 
lfOOd work done t.hroughout Queensland was 
done during the thirty vears of administra­
tion which preceded· the term w.hen the 
);resent Government took office. In 1885 the 
rota! debt of the State was. approximately 
£17,000.000, and in 1915 it was the amount 
that I have preYious]~- stated. I make the 
hold st.1tement that thE' prE'sent Government 
< annot remain in power without the expen­
diture of loan money. Thev have kept in 
power because they have expended borrowed 

money, and t.he moment thev 
[3 p.m.] cease 'to expend borrowed monev 

c;ut they go. \Ye had evidence 
nF ~hat dun

1
ng those tight clftys when the 

SaYings Ban1c was tl'ansferred to the Com­
luonwcalth. The Savings Bank was trans­
f(•rrcd because \vc had OYer-run the con­
otable by the utilisation of the funds of 
')'" Savings Bank. and in order to right 
tn1ngs an a.rrangc1nent was come to with the 
Federa 1 Government. and the amount we 
had utilised in this direction was made a 
loan. It 1vas a very unfortunate circum­
otancc. Thv Government haye shown bY their 
past actions that nothing on earth will keep 
rlwm m power except the raising of more 
a_nd more Io_an money. Their evidence is that 
t11ey have hved on that kind of thing; but, 
1 t by any unfortunate circurnPtances the" 
r:'tain their position as advisers to the 
Kmg or to the King's representative and 
they continue expenditure at the aame rate 

the end of another fifteen years our publi~ 
dc'bt •;·ill amount to £200.000,000. There is 
'"o ev1dence of. a cessation of expenditure; 
1ndeed, then; 1s ever~· evidence that thev 
:ntend carrymg on in the same way. i: 
·nbm1t, therefore, t.hat there is absolute 
proof that th~ Government can only live 
11,- the expend1ture of more and more local 
money. The tragedy of the thing is that 
the. Governmef!t are blind to the results of 
the1r own actwns. They do not seem to 

know what is taking place. The second 
tragedy is that the bulk of the ci~izens see 
no further than the wage they recewe. The 
day must come, and it cannot be far off, 
when extravagant expenditure will have to 
stop. 'The rate at which we are speeding 
along must cease, or a calamity such as we 
cannot ima~ine is going to overtake this 
fair land of ours. These facts arc unpalat­
able. but they are true, and the Government, 
m the forces behind them, should be seized 
of the position of things and bri!l~ about 
a change. Taxation in Queensland 2uring 
the ten years 1915-1916 to 1924-1925 amoun~'ld 
to £28,841,835, while during the previous 
ten years, when their predecessors were in 
office. it amounted to £6,784,000. Ko doubt it 
would have been necessary under any Admini­
stratwn to increase taxation, but it is safe 
to sav that the taxation would not have 
been more than doubled under any Admini­
stration, and, if that assumption is correct­
and I think it is-then no leas a sum than 
£14,000,000 has been extracted from the 
people unnecessarily. This money, as in other 
parts of the Commonwealth, would have gone 
into avenue' of industry and would have 
been the means of finding untold emplov­
ment and of sending this land along in "a 
direction of which we have not yet dreamed. 
About £14,000,000 have been extracted from 
the people over and above what a Nationalist 
or Liberal Government would have levied. 
Had Victoria. imposed the same rate of 
taxation, in addition to the taxation which 
tlwy have levied during the ten years, they 
would have lev1ed an extra £22,162,000 from 
the people. The record, therefore, is a pretty 
bad one, but the real incidence of it is seen 
in the figures I previously quoted. Table 
C4 sets out bow that taxation is arrived at. 
That amount has had to be found by the 
peonle. 

'l'hc air-round actual effect upon the indi­
vidual is clcarlv seen in tho Treasurer's 
tables. The pdpulation of Queensland is 
not increasing fast enough. \Vith the great 
expenditure which has taken vlace the popu· 
la 1 ion increased by 156.219, or only 19 per 
C'~nt., '\vhercas it in<::rea:::;cd v-erv rr1uch more 
under pn•vious Liberal Administrations. Our 
rail\\·a.vs have shO>vn a deficit of no less than 
£12,426,000 in ten years, although freights 
and fares haYe enoru1ously increased. Tho 
freightc on agricnlturai produce have 
IIICl'(',"ed be· about 74 per cent. and On goods 
and live stock bv 62 per cent. State cntcr­
pri~es arrount fOr an cnonnous loss. Thero 
j, a iota] loss on all Slate enterprises of 
no le's than £1.374,632, and uncharged 
Interest £131,903. ::Yim·e income tax would 
hane been s0cured if the Stat·e stations had 
br'0n worked by private enterprise. 

But what we have to find fault with in 
ronncrtion '\Vith S·~ate enterprist~S is the lo . .::sc~ 
in connl'ction with ventures like Chillagoe. 
Chillagoc has a debt-and some of ;he monev 
i' obtained tlu·ough the Trust Funds-of 
over £1.000.000. Then there are the losses 
on the Styx Rixcr and Baralaba .coal mines, 
and the fish enterprise. \Ve have had the 
Government wril.ing off £800,000 in connec· 
t.ion wilh State slations. After making such 
Lugc blunders in the manngeincnt of the 
people's bn··iness and acknowledging a loss 
of £800,000. it is a marvel that the State 
enterprises still exi~t. No other Government 
would last five minutes after acknowledging 
a loss like t.ha t. They would not, of course. 
have got that far, but would have received 
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'hort >hrift before arriving at that stage. 
\Vhat these losse5 will amount to in the 
event of a. general wind~up no one can say. 
We have had £170,000 writt-en off the Inker· 
man undertaking. Of course, hon. members 
opposite have not admitted it, but they 
rushed into these business concerns, which 
they were quite unable to manage. The 
trouble also is that in the Old World notice 
is being taken of the way in which we 
are managing our a·ffairs. I read an article 
recently in the engineering number of the 
''Times" dealing with the various enter­
prises of the State and our failure in con­
nection with t-hem. The entering into and 
carrying on of State enterprises is altogether 
detrimental to our standing, and will inflict 
an injury upon us in connection with any 
financial proposals we may have to make 
to the Old Countrv. I think I have said 
<nflicient, in compa1:ing the year 1914-15 with 
the year 1924-25 and indicating the millions 
of money which have been spent by the 
liovernment, to prove that they have no right 
to be occupying t-he Treasury benches and 
that a stand will have to be taken sooner 
or later by this community to make some 
pffort to adiust the blunders which other­
wise will be ··hjlnded down to posterit-y. 

One would think that hand in hand with 
the construction of railways would have gono 
><ome migration scheme, but that has not been 
the case, and to-day we are talking of rejecting 
terms on which we might settle people on th0 
land such as have never been offered to anv 
State previously. I am glad, however, tha·t 
the Government are about to sign the agree­
ment. I have a copy in my hands. and th0 
!.\·eueral terms seem to be quite acceptable. l 
know that in these matters there is a dang"" 
of doing too much for people. Those who have 
had to do with the pioneering spirit know 
that. the pioneers had nothing in their pockets. 
Tlwy simply trusted to their own initiati vc 
and enterprise, and they determined to get 
on. I hope that too much will not be done 
in this case. A man finds a much sweeter 
interest in a thing into which he puts hi' 
own swe<1t. and which is the re:suit of his ovvn 
effort. Subsidising is a wise thing. but it i~ 
possible to have too much of it. The main 
thing we have to do is to interP•t the people 
in countrv life. More people are leaving th,• 
country than are going into it. Some of the 
smaller towns where th0 opportunities are 
greater arc growing slowlv. but many of the 
~maller placo::; are going do\vn, down. Some~ 
thing has to be done. The principal failin;; 
is that the State is a big area governed by · 
centraliswl Government at this end of th~ 
Statf'. 1'\~e need to divide it and establish 
provinces outsiiiP and create- jnterests there so 
that rural development will take place. 1t 
m a v h" m<'relv that sPveral local anthoritie' 
"ill have to be banded together, wi-:h vrcater 
powers of administration, o-r that Wfl shall have 
to hke a leaf out of the book of Canada and 
~n1it. up the country into provinces. As wt: 
all know. cveryl,od~ wants to get to the citv. 
and we hav(' to do something- to increase 
interest in thP interior or we shall not develop. 
At one timn I thou~rht only of tmilication in 
rhc sense that I helievE'd that we were being 
too >nnch governed, but I believe now that 
we hove to be more gov0rned if we are to 
devf'lop the best resources of thi< countr;v. 
If a nrovince extending from Gharleville wm·,• 
c>stabli"hcd and some form of Government 
wern Ret nn, do vou not think that develon-
1'Wl't would go on in a wav that We have nD~ 
·Ndised? If the interior' is to be settled, 
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and if advancement is needed, we must gi•o 
a sense of responsibility and interest and allow 
those people to work out their own dcstin,>. 
We must have inland administration workin::; 
fM advancement all the time. As I have said. 
it may mean only the joining together . u,£ 
.-arious local authorities, but Queensland, wnn 
its 670,000 square miles or 420,000,000 acres, 
is too big to be worked from this corner. 
\Vh ilst you cannot develop in circumstances 
where interest is not apparent you may where 
vou create that interest. Some of the Cana­
clian pro.-inces are very small. Prince Edwa1d 
Island has an area of only 2,194 ,quare m1le;, 
and a population of 88,615. New Brunswick 
has an area of 27.911 square miles, and a 
populat-ion of 387,076. Nova Scotia has an 
area of 21.068 square miles, and Manitoba 
an area of 231,926 square miles. New Brum­
wick is governed hy an Assembly of forty­
eight members. Xova Scotia has an Execu­
tive Council of ten members, and a 
Legislative Council of twenty-one, and a!1 
Assemblv of fortv-three members. Manitob~ 
is a comparativei:v small area, and was styled 
bv Lord Dufferin as "The keystone of that 
rriighty arch which spans the continent from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific." I feel sure th"t 
;.omething should be done in this direction. 

::Wr. COLLIN3: Are you a unificationist? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am speaking of 
provinces just now. Something will have to 
be done in that direction if Queensland 1s 

going to be developed. It is not being devel­
oped, and people are leaving the interior 
and flocking to the cities. If they had ths 
management of their own affairs out there, 
they would be able to do very much bette:· 
tha~1 what we are doing for them here. 
I want to say a few words with regard to 
land settlcm~nt. Land settlement is bein;; 
discourag-ed iust now because of the dehy 
in payment for crops harvested. Take the 
wheat crop. The last payment has not b_een· 
made vet but it is to be made some tm1• 
next mo~th. After a farmer ha" waitecl 
for a year he cannot afford to accept his pay­
ments. in instalments after he has delivered 
his crop. A man came to me the other da~ 
and said he had recei.-ed only his first instai­
mcnt for his wheat. He showed me a cheque 
for £46 odd. but he said it was no good t-o 
him. I asked him why, and he informed _me 
that, after paying for the cost of harvestmg 
tlw crop and for his hags, he had only £5 or 
.J:6 lc·ft. He asketl if am,thing could be done. 
Something can be done, and something muoc 
he done. I know that we are to have th" 
L0neGt of the rural section of the Common- · 
v.-Ntlth Bank. and that is one of the fine't. 
sch0mes that has been initiated bv the Conr­
monwealth GovPrnment. As soon as th .. o 

farmPr dPlivers his wheat or his mnizo, er 
\vhatever it n1nv bP tha·t he is pooling, ht> 
>hould recei,-e his full payment rig-ht away. 
On that cntificat~ he Rhould be able to gco 
to his banker nnd receive a decent advanc·e 
at a low rate of interest. He could be pro­
tPdcd bv an endorsement made upon th•· 
"·an·ant or cf'rtificatc. I urge that something­
'hould be done in this direction. Men could 
he reg-istererl to deal with thiR matt.er. 1 
know the E'vil that followt•d the issue of certi­
Rcntes in thP South. :Hen had to take an:·­
thing- for th<"m. These certificates, whiht 
hcinl" madP transferable for bank advance•, 
shn,ld not be transferable in their entireh. 
Unless somnt.hing like that is done, the farmer 
will be discouraged at every turn. Yo·.: 
mig-ht as wPll ask a man to work for six or 
twelve months, and then give him a promi2c 
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of payment for his labour. That condition 
of affairs is mightily unfair, and . must ne 
altered. The Federal Government mtend lo 
~ive some thought to matters in that direction. 
Some months ago I spoke at Killarney in 
eonncction with this matter, and said that 
'<Omothing of this kind should be done--:-that, 
when a man sold his wheat crop, a certificate 
,hould be issued to him and on that certificate 
ho should be able to go to his banker and 
receive a liberal advance. I have read thD 
debates in connection with the Rural Credits 
Bill that has been introduced into the Federal 
Parliament, and ono of its clauses reads-

" 60ABI. Advances may he made by the 
Rural Credits Department, upon the 
securitv of primary nroduce placed under 
the legal control of the bank, to-

(a) The bank or other banks; 
(b) Co-operative associations formed 

under the law of the Commonwealth, a 
state or a territory under the authoritc· 
of the Commonwealth; and 

(c) Such corporations or unincorporatL' 
bodies. formed under the law of th' 
Commonwealth, a s.tato or a terntory 
under the authority of the Common­
wealth, as are specified by Proclam:t­
tion." 

The debate was an inter~stin~ one, _and 
appears to offer a little daylight m the dn·ec­
tion I have indicated~ 

In the few minutes I have left I want. to 
offer a plea for a better understall(l~ng 
between capital and labour. The c:ver~astmg 
preaching of the gospel of ~ate 'Yhich IS pro­
ceeding from the opposite side of the 
C'hambor should cease. 

::\1r. COLLINS: Who is preaching that? 

)/!r. G P. BARNES: _The hon .. member 
know,, that it is everlastmgly com.mg fr?m 
his side. I feel sure I am right m saymg 
rhat at no time in our experience was there a 
better· feeling existing between the employer 
and employee than there is to:day, and why 
we ,hould indicate that a feelmg of distrust 
exists I do not know. In America this 
feeling is rapidly going out of existence. You 
know nothing of that state of affairs there. 
l have information before me which proves 
that a verv fine feeling is growing up there 
between m~1ployers and employees. and wi)l 
grow up here if 'e~e take it in hand. This 
has been brought about by the employees 
becoming owners of their own institutions. 
Thcv are becoming capitalists. There is no 
un1~arried 1nan to-day earning £4 5s. a week 
who cannot save one-third of that amount. 
::\othing hinders him from doing it. Pro­
fe,oor CarYCl', of Harvard r niversity, in this 
~..:onnr-ction say~:-

"Ownership of the factories and the 
plants by the workers themselves is eom­
ing more rapidly in this country than 
it ea n possibly come in any other country, 
and it is coming without any reformer 
knowing that it is coming. He has not 
had anything to do with it. It is coming 
because the ordinarv economic force, 
arc putting into the hands of the workers 
the money with which to buy the plant 
in which they are working. 

" Very few reformers, says Professoj,: 
Carver, especially of the professional 
sort, know that this revolution is going 
on. Hevolutions sometimes come in that 
way. The world quietly turns over while 
the professional reformers are barking 

at the moon. 'rhe real things are accom­
plished, not by people who think they 
are accomplishing great things; they are 
accomplished by people who do the day's 
work and do it well, who functio-n effi­
ciently in society and don't know always 
that they are revolutionising the world. 
And this i" that kind of revolution. As 
a result, Professor Carver is able to 
claim for the United States that the 
general economic policies of that country 
con1e more nearly to conforming to a 
sound economic programme than do those 
of any othe1· Government on the face of 
the earth. That is why we are achieving 
"o much more in the way of prosperity 
for all classes than anv other countrv is 
achieving . . . . " " 

" The unique and striking feature in 
the relation betw(,en Capital and Labour 
in the United States is that Labour has 
discovered that it can itself become 
Capital! To invest, that is, in the great 
corporations which, by wise organisation 
of both Labour and Capital, can enrich 
the nation. In the process, of course, 
that enriches those who hold shar0s, and 
all the great manufacturing organisations 
have put their capital into a form by 
which every ' hand they employ-anyone. 
indeed, who wishes to invest part of his 
earnings in a way which will bring in 
good interest--may become a membee or 
these organisations; and by his member­
ship, of course, has a share in direct-ing 
the policy of the organisation of which 
he is a member' .... 

" Says l\ir. Page: 'The great cor­
porations are infinitely greater now than 
they were then, but the public do-es not 
think of them as a m'enace, for the public 
owns more and more of them. Industry 
in the United States is becoming more 
and more to be ownecl directh b•: the 
nuhlic.' · · 
. "All this is illustrated, and proved, by 
a comparative table showing, first, the 
comparative number of owners in more 
than one hundred of the greatest manu­
factnrint; organisations in the years 
1880-1904; and the number of share­
owners in the same organisations in 1922-
1924. In the United States SteeL for 
example, the number of shareholders has 
increased nearly fourfold; in the 
Standarcl oil gToup it has increased from 
6.078 to 300.000. In th0 great railway 
companies, they have increased in so:r:ne 
oases sixty-fold. Insurance compa·mes 
twenty years ago were wholly in the 
hands of tiny groups; to-day, they are 
in the hands of 45,000,000 shareholders. 
;\;Ir. Page concludes by saying there ha'< 
been no time in the history of the United 
States when the distribution of wealth 
has been as wide as it is now, nor when 
the avera>(f' standard of living was as 
high. This is the main result of the silent 
and beneficent economic revolution 3ince 
t.he war." 

I am sure the dutv of indivicluals who have 
to do- with the leading of the people should 
be in the -direction of trying to bring a bout 
a hetter understanding between capital a·nd 
labour so that there may be a general co­
operation, especially in a State like t~is, not 
only between capital and labour m the 
ordinary business unclertakings of life. but 
that there should be a spirited general co­
otwration infused into all.,. workers in the 
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State in order that the highest good may be 
attained for the State and in the interests 
of the State. 

:\Ir. WEIR (Maryborouuh): One cannot 
li>rL>n to the remarks of the hon. member 
for \Yarwick without being impressed with 
the fact that his sentiments desire the bring­
ing together of the two great sections of the 
community. Before touching upon other 
matters with which I intend to deal, let me 
call to mind what is happening at present 
in this State of ours. Imagine any one teach­
ing the doctrine. '· Let the lamb lie down 
,,-ith the lion." There are people who preach 
that type of doctrine who expect ·the worker 
to go to the front, fight for the Empire, and 
after doing that duty and returning, we find 
those v<>ry people having those soldiers 
locked up. This doctrine of expecting the 
lamb to lie clown with the lion is not prac­
ticable. I am not one who want-s to widen 
the existing gulf. I want to see the working 
conditions such as will allow the Empire to 
be worthy of being defended. The difficulty 
is that, if we an• merely using the working 
class people as targets for the bullets of the 
enemy during times of stress and then cast­
ing them into prison and le.aving them there, 
this Empire of ours is not worthy of defence, 

r3.30 p.m.] 
_To m0 this Empire stands for something 

b1ggor. The people who believe in that 
OOI't of thing and who preach the doctrine 
uf tlw lamb and the lion lying down together 
-are not preaching sentim.e.nts that go 
t<) tl1e building up of a big empire. 

Let me deal with one or two matters that 
iiit(•rc-t me concerning t-he struggle between 
'npital and labour. I listened very seriously 
ro the remarks of the hon. member for 
Burnett and the hon. member for Burrum. 
The'e two hon. members appeared to be 
n'ry solicit-ous of the railwaymen, and 
cont";nded that. they .,-ere seriously interested 
In tne ralh\tay 1nen getting an increased 
mYard. I speak as one who understands 
th<• railwa.)men, having for half a life­
tnnc work"d in the railwavs. The con­
ciitions the railwaymen enjoy· are eminently 
better than the conditions 'enjoyed by the 
seamen ·Yho are on strike. Therefore, 
if there was any justification for the recent 
.~tnl~l~ of. the raiho·aymen, there must be a 
JUStlhcnt.Jon for the s0an1en's strike, and 1 
'"·'· thrn anyone who backed the railwaymen 
must In decency back the seamen. Let. us 
look at the conditions of the seamen. J 
he.-c here a few extracts from speeches made 
in cmnection with this strike bv men who 
"·0rP asked to exprec, an opinion· about their 
r·ondrtlons. One 111a-n said-

·~ Why didn't. we st-rike in England, 
ano tie up the slnps at our 'home port?' 

" \V ell. I'll toll vou. I a England a 
,-hipowner only has to call for, ;ay. 
200,000 men, aild he is rushed from all 
quarters. They are not scabs-they ,are 
only 'Starv,ing men who cannot help 
thernselves." 

That in the country which was fighting for 
clc•mocracy ! Starving men and women in 
order to get dividends ! These are the 
[W(•plc who f_ought for them during the war 
pe1'lOd. Their troubles about the men who 
foug-ht the war so long as they can use them 
tn get their pound of flesh in dividends ! 
Then they preach the doctrine of the 1 amb 
and the lion lying down together. So long 
as the lamb is inside the lion they can lie 
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down together. The Labour party has a 
whole-hearted desire to make the condi­
tions such that we can build np a happy 
and contented nation, so that we may be 
proud of the Empire of which we in Aus­
tralia form a part. Another man said-

" They told us in 1914 we were fighting 
t.o make England a place fit for heroes to 
live in. \Vel! a man has to be a hero 
to live there' now." 

A lot of these heroes are living in gaols 
in Austi·alia, and they have not received 
much syrnpath:;· from the people who wanted 
them to go to the war in 1914 and 1915. 

I want to say a few words that may come 
to the ears of the railwavmen outside. View­
ing the strike as I saw 'it-everybody knows 
that I saw a good deal of it-I can quite 
understand now that the bat-tle is won wh)C 
the Opposition are making a whole-hearteJ 
attempt to swing in on the next wave on 
the backs of the railwaymen. They say, 
" \V e were your friends during the strike. 
\Ve were backing you because we believed 
vou were ent-itled to an increased award." 
If they were• genuine, there would not be 
anything seriously wrong with it; but I am 
on<' of the railwavmen who worked under 
their predecessors_::_undcr previous Govern 
nwnts-who retrenched men who were getting 
£110 a. vear on which to keep t-heir families 
I can ~·cmembcr distinctly when t-hey gave 
these men £110 a year and took away £10 
as a special retrenchment; yet they are the 
same people who come along now and say, 
"\V c believed in the strike because it was 
a strike for fair conditions." 

The reason why these men arc backing tile 
railwaymen and arc not backing the seamen 
is obvious. Of the -::wo conditions one "ould 
think they ,,-ould fight for the seamen in 
preference to the railwaymen. They are 
backing the railwaymen alld not the seamen 
because t.ho sea1nen have no vote in this 
countr, and the other men have. After all, 
this is~ onl.v in ke('ping with their commer­
cialism. They have tmnsferred their com­
rnercialisrn tO politics, and they can sec 
nothing but .-otes, therefore they are appeal­
ing· to the railwaymen in I he hope of !jetting 
votes at the next election. They wrll get 
votes all 1 ight as they have always done­
they will get them in the neck. Dnring this 
~trikc a set. of cirrurnstanccs \Vas engineered 
by om· friends opposite vhich would have 
turned out in all probability a worse shambles 
than occurred in 1912. Right in this riwr 
boat'" were tied up. The "J\1arguerite" vvas 
onP of those boats. At the time she was 
tied up the Brucc-Page Government were 
trying to create a disturbance on the ground 
that sonw of the men in Rockhampton had 
held np the mails. In my opinion, if the 
Rockhampton men had persisted in holding 
up the mails thcce people would have sent 
Gatling guns up the coast without any com­
punction. These people were hurt because 
the sane Labour Government were just to 
these men, and carried out the Labour plat­
form. I say that the method adopted in con­
nection with the settlement of the railway 
~tt·ike was a method in keeping with the 
platform of this party. I stated in my ele?­
torate that I stoo-d for the platform of this 
party, which includes conciliation and arbi­
tration. Assuming that hon. members oppo­
site had been in powe'l·, what would haYe 
happened? Does anyone think that these 
people with the iron heel would have nego­
tiated with the railway men? They would 
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have tried to play the part of the big 
>trong man. I can imagine the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley negotiating. 

Mr. SrzER: There would not have been a 
>trike. 

Mr. W;EIR: I could not imagine the hon. 
member w a stnke. There would have been 
·a definite attempt to bludgeon the railway 
men back to work. As some hon. members 
on this side have said. the strike would not 
have wound up m. anvthing else but 
revolution. -

Yrr. SrzER: You are advocating revolution. 

}ll'. WEIR: The hon. member cannot see 
auy further than that-I am sorrY for him­
he does not count in this argument. Any­
one \Yho knows mL' can understand from what 
I am saying whether I am advocating revo­
lution or not. 

i\Ir. SrzER: You are trying to face both 
,,·ays. 

:\'lr. WEIR: The hon. member would not 
make a bad job at _facing· both ways; I do 
not know that there Js any dlfference between 
back and front so far as he is concerne-d. v,· e 
have had the hon. member for Burrum tell­
ing us that the railwa" men had a good case. 
Hon. members opposite have some influence 
\l'ith the Federal Government. They believe 
that the . seamen's stri~e is holding up the 
pnmary mdustry of tlus country. 'fhey now 
behove that, owin(' to the shipping strike. the 
farmmg commur;1ty of this State is being 
more or l_e3s rumed. Assuming that their 
"tat.ement Js correct, what is wrong in making 
c·fforts to induce their friends in Federal 
politic,~ to move !he Federal ships and save 
the pn_rr;ary producers? They are blaming 
the Bnhsh seamen. Let them use the Aus­
tralian ships under Australian conditions 
with Amtralian seamen to ship the pro-duce 
rm-ay. Wln· will they not do that? It is for 
t!'e obvious reason that they are just like the 
J< cdel;al G,o-cernment. Tl:ey are part and 
paree1 of tHe big 1110\TC \Vh1ch 1s out to crush 
all Australian workers, and this is merolv 
one phase of the industrial movement. The;, 
think they have the seamen at their mcrc-1· 
on thi'3 o_rasion and. ju~t as thev arc trea·t­
ing the c,eamen, holding up the" mailed f1st 
to bludgeon them, so thcv would have done 
to the railway strikers ;f the matter had 
bc:rn jn their hands. The two cases sho\Y 
rlcfinitch· and conclnsivclv that one was 
handled' by a wise Govc'rnment, and the 
-otller ha' bcc'n ha1odlcd by a GO\·ernment that 
has not got Australian sympathies. \Ye were 
told the t the overseas trouble \Vas due to 
\Yalsh and .Johnson. There are Labour men 
in this House and in other Houses of Par­
liar~~nt who haye been in precisely the same 
JlO'Jtwn as \Valsh and Johnson and have 
lwen treated in the san1c \Yay. 'There were 
members of this House who were not safe in 
their o_wn electo!'ates during thf' conscription 
campa1gn. That. was becauso their minds 
vcc•re Australian minds, as subsequent evenb 
clearly showed. IV e were the anti­
r·vnscription partv. and evervone knows and 
history has proved. that OLt"r voice wa~ the 
voice of the people. 

Onr sentiments were endorsed by the people 
cf the Commonwealth, and just as they were 
~ndorsed by the people on that conscription 
Fsue so w1ll they be endorsed by the Au3-
trahan people on this issue. Imagine th<> 
otrong Bruce Government appealing to the 
people for a mandate to deport a couple C>f 
men ! We cannot deport men wholesale, and 

these two men are to be deported because 
they arc supposed to be extremists. I have 
a shrewd suspicion that the hon. member for 
Warwick was kicked out of his movement 
because he was an extremist. Anyhow why 
was the ''Rump" kicked out? And wh~t ar·o 
thr Bruce Government? Are they not e'C 
trem1sts: They accuse us of being extremiste, 
hut they arc much more extreme than we are. 
In connec:ion with the I<'ederal election we 
know that they arc trying to make an issu0 
of the contention that they are not going to 
be cbctated to by men like Walsh, and thor 
he should be deported. If \Valsh weeu 
deported to-morrow, how would it help them? 
There would be 150 Walshes in five minutes 
all ready to. tak,e his place, and everybody 
knows that. rf Walsh had not done what h•J 
has clone, there are men in the union mov<:>· 
ment \vho would see that he did. The same 
thing applies to Johnson. I want to ask 
how is the deportation of Walsh or Johnso'~ 
g·oing to help for one moment? Would it help 
to depmt them to Great Britain, where the 
seamen a1·e also striking? \Vould it help to 
deport. them to South Africa, where the sea­
men are also striking? \Ye find that in 
"\ustralia, South Africa, Canada, and Britain 
the scarr1en aro all on strike, and 've in Aus­
tntlia arc not singular because sean1en her0 
'"'" sticking out for £1 a month. Yet he<tr 
this enlightened Govcrnn1€'nt appealino· to 
their n1asters and saying. " Give us a ma;da\.e 
to deport these men. Look at these fellows 
who are holding up the business of the 
countrv." How absurd it is! lf V,'alsh ')1' 

,Johnson or anybody else is breaking the law. 
the Bruce Government have th•J machinery 
and th•? laws to deal with them. Why did 
they not deal with them? It is not that they 
rlid not want to do so. There are othPr 
reasons. The truth is that they have made 
this a bogus is:jue at the elections, because 
tl)eY fear the result, hoping that they will 
.,tamp .de the country into voting for them 
bccau~w t.hey say th8y want to deport t"\i\'0 
union officials-two mere puppets in the 
gamP-who they allege are holding up the 
country. I do not know either of these men, 
lmt mv cstocm<:d friend the hon. member for 
Ipswich knows one of them-Mr. Johnson-­
nnd I am content to tab1 mv friend's word. 
Ho says he is a decent man ... and, naturallY. 
" friend of his is a friend of mine. I do not 
know Johmon, but the hon. member for 
Ipswich a~::,Slll'Cs n1e that in his business as n.. 
unionist and at conferences this n1an is a 
,taid and honest debater. He is leading in 
the strike merely because of his position, 
and it is ridiculous to trv to brand him as a 
disloyal man who is trYing to foment. di.:;­
f'O!ltPnt among-st the sunmen. Do,vn in tbc 
onth of Australia \Ye have some of the finest 

unionists in this wide world, made up of 
the descendants-many of them-of deport-ee.< 
thrmselv0s. I went through the museum in 
Hobart. Tasmania, the other day, and what 
I saw there was an eye-opener to me. I read 
the chrrrg·e sheets on the walls. and I saw 
the photographs and relics of barbarism 
which men with minds like those of hon. 
members opposite used in the days when Tas­
mania was a convict settlement and which 
1 am sttr<' the<r wonld use to-morrow on mem­
bers on this side if thev had the opportunity 
I saw those relics of barbarism, and I saw 
nhotog-raphs showing how the convicts were 
forced to <'hurch on Sum-lay mornings at thl' 
noint of the bavonet. That is their idea of 
Christianitv. Did you ever hear of anythinv; 
like it? The same type of mind which diJ 
ihat sort of thing is on the other side to-day. 

Mr. Weir.1 
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You only have to hear them talking about 
deporting those two men and others like them 
to realise it. These are the Christians who 
would build up an empire .I 

Let me go back to t.hat museum again. 
Anyone can see it. I went through it very 
mrefully, and I read the charge sheets 
posted on the waJls. I saw cases of where 
men were being deported for fourteen years. 
What for? For robbing a few cabbages out 
<>f a bed in the old country. Probably 
some kiddios want-ed something to eat, and 
the nearest thing they could get was a 
ea bbage, and the parent was sent out for 
fourteen years for robbing cabbages. That 
is the sort of stuff that is coming back 
amongst the people of Australia, and they 
cxpect us to stand for that sort of thing. 
I do not mind what a man's views are. I 
can tolt>rate a man with views opposite to 
my own. As the hon. member for South 
Brisbane stated, we cannot get anywhere 
nnlc·''S we are tolerant in all matters. Any­
one knows that I can be as strongly opposed 
to a, rnan on certain views as any person 
can be. I have deep-rooted opinions on 
certain things affecting my class. Everyone 
knows that; but do vou think for a moment 
that. because others dared to differ from me 
and I could not have my own sulky, miserable 
v, •tY, I would hunt them out of the country? 
That would be unworthy of me a~ an 
Au:-:;tralian citizen. I an1 a.n imported 
Australian. too. I am one of those unfor­
tunates who in the ordinarv course of affairs 
might be deported. Fancy me a subject 
for deportation ! By accident. I was brought 
to thi' countrv when I was twelve months 
old. I had better not say that too loudly, 
or I might be deported iu a few months' 
time'. I was landed in this country when 
twelve months old; yet under this stupid 
deportation measure, if I attempt. to defend 
my dass. thev would hunt me out of the 
country, and I am a better Australian than 
many of the people on t.he other side. 
Thousands of people bv accident of birth were 
born here ; by accident of birt.h I was born 
'Om<'whcre else: but as I have been reared 
here I haYe dc,-eloned the Australian mind 
and my sympathie~ are with this country, 
and I r!o not want anv otlwr. I like this 
country. That is the rlifference between a 
per,on liable for deportation from Australia 
nnd the· Australian hatched on the nremisc,. 
I anr claiming to be an Australian: 

I~et me now have one word about the 
railwav nwn wh0n thev were on strike. No 
o:J<; c,in ga.insay the ·fact that during the 
history of the st.rike the people of the State 
·:Jtnr'8e~l the wonderfully good conduct and 

crhzPnslllp shown bv the railwav men. So 
long as \\'(' can dcwiop that side of character 
\VC arc going to get son1c1vhcre. · 

._ I ,(lf'sir~ to crit.icise a resolution passed 
Dy tne K1ngsthorpe L.P.A. as contained in 
the "Producer" of 16th September. The 
Kingsthorpe members passed a certain resolu­
tion, and called on someone else to "'et them 
out. of their trouble. I sav to th~so men 
that thev arc enforced unionists subsidised 
by this Government. They could never have 
brcome so organised if it had not been for 
the charitable Labour Government, because 
they do not understand labour organisation. 
They belong to a bodv that have been 
spoonfed because we thought it our dut.y 
to spoonfe<'d th0m, and I make no excuse 
for that. I tell them now that there is still 
a way open for them as Australian workers 

[111r. Weir. 

if thev will accept it. If they will come 
nght out of their shell as manly men ought 
to' do, they will reoognise that they am 
workers in this country like the indus­
trialists, and in any future upheaval-there 
will be others-it is quite within t.he bound• 
of possibility that they will combine with 
their brother unionists in the city to see 
that none of their produce goes to waste. I 
saw enough during the strike to convince 
me that. in any industrial trouble there is 
no desire to rob the man in the country of 
his bread and butter. His products are his 
bread and butter, and I can see means by 
which it will be reasonably possible to elimin­
ate misunderstandings which ultimately havo 
the effect of holding up perishable goods. 
There is a possibility of a linking-up between 
local producers' associations and the indus­
trial workers in the cib-. I commend that 
to those mcn and othe.rs who are looking 
for a way out. I commend them to that line 
of action rather than to the influence of the 
carping criticism of t·he Opposition, who neveJ" 
had any time for the local producers' asso­
ciations, and who in the ordinary course of 
evPnts are not friends with those who arc 
hacking the local producers' associations. 

There is one thing that the men in the 
railway did do. By forcing their strike and 
winning the day they had the happy satis­
faction of knowing that immediately they 
had won t.hev had established a new basic 
wage for the· whole of the State. The basic 
wage immediately was increased from £4 
to £4 5s. a week, and that in itself is worth 
while from the railway men's point of view. 
They have not been selfish, but their work 
has be<'n for the benefit of others. 

Th0re aro rumours in the air of the con 
stitution of a Board of Trade in this State. 
I believe there are big possibilities herE> 
for a Board of Trade. I have been going 
through the report of the committee which was 
appointed to set a. value on the goodwill and 
"'"'ts of the Brisbane Tramways Company. 
The Board of Trade could function along 
definite lin0s. collccting data which will be 
cminentlv valuabl" not only to this State 
hut to the world from the point of view of 
I hree essentials--cost of living, wages, and 
profit of industry. To-day ev<'rybody who 
>"tudiPs the figures of the statisticians in 
the FcdPral sphcre knows that there is no 
<ldinitc basis of calculatinf! the output of 
labour t.hroughout the hole of the Com­
monw<·alth. \Ve hav<' a r0stricted set of 
fif!nres which deal onlv with some indus-
1 rics and not with others. I am hoping­
that th0 Board of Trade will function suffi­
centlv elasticallv to be a blo to set. down 
definiteh- the 'value of evcrv established 
industry. in this Commonwealth. 

GOVERx;vrE:-!T MEoiDERS: Hear. hear ! 

Mr. WEIR : I hope that the Board of 
Trade will deal \Yith these matters, which 
the Arbitration Court all along has failed to 
do. The Arbitration Court hac! the right­
I have quoted the sertion before now-to 
take the indnstrial and commercial records 
of all industries thc,_· were interested in. 
and dealing- with the' output, the cost and 
vahw of the output. and the value of tbe 
stock. In the ca.se of the Brisbane Tramways 
Company it was proved that 30 per cent. 
of its stock was watered. I venture the 
opinion that in some industries in this ~tate, 
up to 50 per cent. of the stock is watered. 
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'l'he Board of Trade could also verify the 
hgures which haYe _to be considered in the 
fixation of the basic wage, namely, house 
r~nts, and the cost of commodit-ies one 
ordinarily uses in the course of the year 
in the maintenance of a man, Wife, and 
family. After amalgamating these costs and 
decidino- upon the reasonable profits to be 
charged to the industry, we could. then fin_d 
out whether the workers are gettmg a fau 
return for what they arc doing in developing 
industry. I believe that the Board of Trade, 
when appointed will do good work, and 
I commend thes~ suggestions to it. I hope 
that it will be constituted in the near future. 

\Ve find some of our opponents continually 
harping on the fact that certain ~tat-e own~d 
and managed industries have failed. I Will 
take one instance-that of the Bowen coal 
field-and deal with it. This industry could 
be made to show a far better result financially 
than it is doing to-day. The Bo;ven eo~! 
field to-day supplies coal to the railways m 
::\'ortli Queensla.nd at about 18s. a ton. The 
Railway Department is getting excellent. 
coal from the Bowen coal field. \Vhen I 
was working in the Townsville district it 
cost £2 2s. 6d. a ton to land coal in Towns­
villn for the department. I know that 
in many respects costs haYe increased since 
I left the North, and it is only reasonable 
to assume that the cost of coal in the North 
i; proportionately higher, yet the State has 
been supplying coal from its coal mine at 
Bowen at 18s. a ton. Not-withstanding this 
fact the Government are able to show a 
profit on this mine last year of. :£8,000. 
Taking it as a commerCial propositiOn, If 
~oal imported from J\:ewcastl<> or Bundanba 
is worth £2 2s. 6d. per ton landed at Towns­
,·illc the State coal mine at Bowcn has a 
right to have some of the difference in those 
costs credited to it. If we did that, instead 
of showing a profit of £8,000 last year the 
profit would have been considerably higher. 
To mv mind we arc stupid in our met-hod of 
account-keeping in protecting these indus­
tries. I have prond that a fair margin 
of profit on the coal supplied to the Northern 
raihvav has not been credited to t-he Bowen 
coal field. As a set-off against that I shall 
take you to the railways for a moment. 
\Yhcnover there is a shortage in industry, a 
ch·ought, or any trouble concerning t-he metal 
market or the dozen and one things of that 
kind bearing upon industry, numerous depu­
tations are here to see the Premier, nearly 
knocking one down in the rush, squealing 
about a reduction in freights. The hon. 
membPr for Mm·illa is always wrangling in 
t-his Chamber about the Government subsidis­
ing Mount M01·gan, about the Government 
giving away too much; yet immediately the 
ea ttlo indnstry has a reverse we find the 
hon. member rushing down here saying that 
the country is going to ruin, and asking for 
rebates. I am not in the slightest degree 
against rebates; but, if the full amount 
I·ebatod were credited to the railways, it 
could be debited in the usual way to the 
General Consolidated Revenue account. In 
that way one industry would not have to 
carry the 100 per cent. deduction. It does 
not seem fair to me that because of an act 
of God such as a drought, or because there 
is a fall in the metal market which creates 
·a shorta?e in price, we should expect an 
industry like our railways to carry all those 
o-oods along its rails at a lower price than it 
~osts to carry them. We should adjust the 

matter in such a way that the industry con­
~orncd will receive 100 per cent. of value 
for the labour put in. 

The same ilung applies when we have an 
extension of our tramways or of our rr:Ilwa_ys. 
Immediately a step is made in that dire_ctwn 
there is a rush of land-sharks to get m to 
secure land and sell to the people at highly­
inflated rates. The people, like the kangaroo, 
arc forced to the outskirts. As soon as an 
extension of a tram~y occurs, these cormor­
ants-and they are really cormorants-rush in. 
buy ground,· and re-sell it to the working 
people at enormously enhan?ed vabes. T.he 
State that guarantees the !me n.nd supplies 
the money sits idlv by and ailow; these peoplo 
to become rich ... Immediately the Govern­
ment propose an extension they should dig up 
enough courage to commandeer all the land ,in 
the vicinity and re-lease that land to tne 
people w ha ha vc to earn the it livings. I 
understand something of the kin_d was d01:w 
in connection with the Transcontmental rml­
way line. Ko one was allowed. to own_land 
privat0ly within some miles of t)w rmlwr:y 
line That should be done m thts State m 
ord~r to safeguard the revenue and to bring 
about proper deycJopment. It is altogether· 
wrot1o· that thP countrv should find the whole-, 
of the expen~liture and that the private 
speculator should wax fat by reason of th0 
fact that he gets in early. 

I can sec there is need for a Reserve 
,\"count. \Vhen dealing with the matter of 
reLates a Hcserve Account should be kept 
so that ev0ry rebate should pass through some 
process of account-keeping to ensure that, 
when the da~.' of plenty comes, industry which 
n•cf'ived a rebate will pay back the con­
<·es,ion through the imposition of higher rates 
or something of the kind, to allow the country 
to carrv on and to make up the balance losG 
during· the lean time. Of course, such a thin:r 
should not be done too hurriedly, but I com­
mend the idea to the Chamber as a suitable 
method of adjusting the matter. 

Time is getting on, and I have no desire" 
undulv to harass hon. members; but, m 
conclusion. I draw attention to the fact that 
quite a lot was made of the fact that wc 
had members of the Empire Press Delegation 
with us the other day. That ':as merely an 
invasion of overseas commcrcHII travellers. 
I cannot <ee them from any other a.ngle. The.'.' 
came into this country and put over a lot 
of" bull stuff ": they 'vere given free railw.av 
passes ; and they will go home and wn~e 
up a lot of trash. They came here merely 
for the purpose of selling their goods. They 
want us to be the " wood and water joeys " fc,r 
the other side of the world. I hope our people 
will come up to scratch and make them 
r0alise that we are not going to be the hewero 
of woocl and drawers of water for those 
people; but that we have enough men, b_rains. 
and monev to run our own secondary mdus· 
tries and country. 
[4 p.m.] 

Item (Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor) agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 
FIRST AND SECOND ALLOTTED DAYS. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies. 
l:aclum) : I beg to move-

" That £3,321, balance of vote, be 
granted for ' His Excellency the 
GoYernor.'" 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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There is an increase in this vote of £121, 
which is made up by the following increases 
in 'alaries: -Official secretary, increase £40; 
mounted orderly, increase £30; typist, in­
crease £35; increases as a result of the repeal 
of the Salaries Act, £15. 

Mr. COLLIXS (Bowen): We are all aware 
that the present occupant of ·the office is 
leaving this State in the month of October, 
and I would like to lftww what steps have 
bL)en taken in regaTd to the carrying Dut of 
the platform of the Labour party in regard 
to State Governors, which, for the informa­
tion of hon. nwmbers opposite and so that 
there may be no misunderstanding, I shall 
read-

" "\ bolition of the system of Imperially 
appointed Governors and substitution 
thercfor of local Gov·ernors, who shall bo 
appointed on the nomination of the State 
Governn1cut. The Governor in exercising 
his functions to act only upon the advice 
of recponsiblc Queensland .Ministers while 
they retain the confidence of Parlia· 
mont.~' 

I under'",tnnd a 1nGn1orial in regard to this 
matter is being sent to the old country by 
the iivc State Labour Government' in the 
Commonwealth. and I would like to know 
the position. I a1n con1mencing to ask my~ 
&elf what useful function State GoYcrnors 
perform, or if they are' of any use at all. 
I heard His Excellencv Sir :\Iatthew Nathan 
&ay that the real d,;tie' of the Governors 
were not arduous. Of course, there are social 
functions that Governors have to utrrv out 
from tin1c to lime, and I ·want to sav a \_,~;ord 
or two in regard to these social functions. 
It is quite true that I, as the representative 
of the Bowen elecrorate, have been invited 
to Governm0nt House on three different 
ocL asions to dine with His Excellency the 
Governor. It is quite true, too, that other 
Governors did 11ot invite the whole of the 
1ncmbcr;;; of ParlianH'nt as Sir l\1atthow 
Nathan ha' done during his term of office. 
But it is also quite true that we arc living 
in a different age altogether compared to 
the time when other Go,·ernors occupied the 
position. A fe,v years ago those who belioYed 
in the Labour party were hardly considered 
to be within the pale of respcctabilih, but 
I am vcrv pleased to say that we have now 
reached that stage "·hen even His Excellency 
the Go,·entor thought it wise to invite mem­
bers of the Labour part" to dine with him. 
I have no objection to that because, while I 
do not agren that the position is warranted, 
I havo nothing against the persons who have 
occupied that position. It is a question of 
principle with me. In mv conversations with 
Sir :Matthew Nathan I 'have found him a 
•nan who was widelv a·cad-not in literature 
such as our friends ;',pposito read, but litera· 
ture that members on this si-de read. I had 
no fault to find with that. I am one of 
thosn who believe that even if we do have 
local Governors i~_, is not going to ruake n1uch 
difference &a far as the great Labour move­
ment is concerned, because, if we appointed 
a local Labour Governor, he might go 
on the same lines as Sir Matthew Nathan 
did outside the representatives of the people 
-he might invite what is known as socieh. 
Those are the social functions that Governo~s 
hn ve to fulfil. \Vhat we call society consists 
of well-to-do JWrsons, captains of industry, 
the exploiters who as a rule live upon 
exploitation. Although Sir Matthew Nathan 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

may have invited representatives of the 
people to Government House, I never remem­
ber reading where he invited the secretaries 
of the different trade unions or the members 
of the Australian Labour Party who make 
up the Labour movement in Q~censland. I 
suppose they arc not considered to have 
reached the same stagD of respectability 
as hon. members in this House have 
reached. If we appoint a good Labom· 
man to the position, will he have the couragP 
to invite members of his own class to wande1· 
to and fro through the beautiful gardens at 
Fe·rnberg '! After all. as Sir Matthew Nathan 
said, the duties of the office are not of an 
arduous nature. That means that, if a loc"l 
Labour GoYcrnor ·were appointed, he could 
show tho working class through those gardens 
"·hich bv their rontriburions thev help to 
upport.' I am one of those who belieYe 

\Yith Ernerson that e-very per~on is n. con­
sumer, therefore he ought to be a producer. 
I fl rn ycrv anxious to kno\v how much the 
different Governors "'C haye had in Queem-
1 and ha ye added to tht wealth production of 
the Statt'. Thev may have added a little to 
th0 intellectual' .cJcn;lopment here by their 
n ddrE'sscs fron1 time to 1 :in1c. 

:\Ir. M.\XI'iELL: Sir :Ylatthew ]'\a than was 
a good man, any-,, a'?. 

:V[r. COLLINS: I have just made a refer­
ence to one of .. A.rncrira's great thinkers, whv 
::-aid thvt 0very n1an is a consun1er, therefore 
he ought to be a producer. I agree with 
that. At anv rate. this change is taking 
place all ov-er the world. During the war 
w0 saw the disappearance of kings from 
their thrones. The chang-e is going on to-day 
throughout civilised society, and mankind is 
asking itself many questions. One q':'estio_n 
we in this Commomvealth are askmg rs 
whether we could not carry on the good 
government of rhis great country with it, 
six States without having Governors brought 
lwro from abroad. The hon. member for 
:\fan•borough and the hon. member for South 
Brisbane referred to the development of thE> 
Australian spirit. Surely no one woul<l 
argue that, if we are fit to gm·rrn ourselves, 
and are going to haye Governors-! 1nuch 
prefer the plank of the Labour platform somP 
vcars a(\o, which stood for tlw abolition of 
State Gove-rnors-with our 6,000,000 people, 
,,·ho arc the greatc1t readers on this planet, 
we can fulfil the functions attached to 
the position of Governor ourselYeS. 

At 4.10 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (lpsu·ich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

:\fr. COLLINS : I am one of those who 
think we can. It would be just as well if 
we appointed a local man to fill the place 
filled bv Sir William :\1acGregor and others. 
Sir Wiiliam neYer invited me to Government 
House, but I have no comp'laints on that 
score because at that time I was sitting 
in opposition. and I was considered hardly 
respectable, like my friend the hon. member 
for South Brisbane and the hon. member 
for Maryboroug.h. At any rate, I am 
anxious to know what the position is. The 
Governor and his hangers-on cost us £6,621 
a year, and it would be money well saved. 
The establishment is not needed. I am not 
asking that a local Governor should " scab" 
on the imported Governor, because, if the 
position is worth £3,000 for an imported 
man, and a local man is a,ppointed and he 
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is going to carry <;mt the so53ie!y functions 
which I have descnbed and mv!te our own 
people there-the producers instead of the 
exploiters of the producers-he should be 
worth as much as the imported man. If a 
local Governor did what I have suggested, 
he would have to be a man of considerable 
couracre-I was almost recommending myself 
for the position. (Laughter.) The reason 
I sav that is that I know mY class so well, 
and" I know that they dearly love a lord. 
I saw them buzzing round Lord Burnham 
when he was hero. (Laughter.) I know 
full well that it will require an enormous 
amount of courage' to get away from the 
conventionalism which is the growth of 
centuries and sav, "'While I am Governor 
of Queensland, "r am going to invite to 
Go\~ernment House rcpresentati vos of the 
working classes; they arc going to enjoy 
t.hcse beautiful lawns, the beautiful shrub­
bery, and these flowers, to which, of course, 
the·' haYc contributed." I rose for the 
express purpoee of getting from the Pre· 
mier some statement of the position and 
something about what is being done by the 
Government to put into operation the plank 
of our platform which I have just read out. 

The PREl\liER (Hon. IV. N. Gillies, 
Eacham): In replv to the inquiry of the 
hon. member for Bowen, I might say that, 
when in the Southern States, I discussed 
this matter with Labour Premiers whom I 
had the opportunity of meeting, and the 
result of the discussion "·as that the Pre· 
mier of the mother State in consultation 
with myself prepared a memorial, which I 
signed when I vms in Sydney on the last 
occasion. That signature was followed by 
the signatures of the Labour Premiers of 
other :::lta tes, and was forwarded by post to 
the Secretary cf State for the Colonies, but 
at my rectucst the text of the memorial was 
forwarded by cable, the reason for that 
being that a new Governor was about to be 
appointed just at that time for Victoria and 
our GoYernor was just about to leave Queens· 
hwd, and T t.hought, from the statements 
which the Secretary of State had made pre­
Yiousl-'', that the opportunity had arrived 
when those who agreed with the idea of 
nominating local Governors should put their 
vitlws before the Imperial Government. The 
late Premier, Mr. Theodore, had the as'lur­
ancc of Lord Milner, the then Secretary of 
State, that, if a majority of the Statos--

Mr. KERR: The whole of the States. 

The PRE~HER: If a majority of the 
States made a request, the matter would 
be considered. Th0rc appears to be some 
doubt in the minds of some people as to 
y;hether a majority of the States would be 
sufficient or \vhether the StatP'l had to be 
nnanimons, Mr. Theodore has no doubt in 
his minrL I discussed the matter several 
times with him. Lord l\filner informed 
him that, if the majority of the States wm·e 
ngreoable, the request would be considered. 
FiYe out of lhc six Premiers have signed 
the memorial asking the Imperial Govern­
ment to accept the nomination of the State 
concerned 'vhen new appointments are being 
made. It is true that the Queenshnd Labour 
party's platform provides for the appoint­
ment of local Governors. Three at least of the 
platforms of the other State Labour parties 
provide for the abolition of the position of 
State Governor altogether. We as a 
Labour party cannot obtain all we desire 
right away, and we believe that step by step 

is a good policy, I suggested that, now _we 
haYe · had twenty-five years of federatu~n 
with a Governor-General drawing a b1g 
salarY as the King's repr<•,entative in this 
C'om,';,onwcalth, the Imperial Government 
should consider nominations submitted by 
the State c;ovornmente for local men. I am 
not going into all the arguments, but I have 
sufficient faith in my own countrymen to· 
believe the,t we could nominate men in 
(2uec'nsland and Auotralia who "ould be 
quite capable of carrying out the duties of 
Governor. I desire to combat the argument 
that is used from time to time, and was used 
in England quite recently, that locally 
nominated men would possibly be men who, 
h.td a political bias, or would be selectd by 
the part.y in power as supporters of that 
party. If anyone likes to read the history 
of the Governors who from time to t.ime 
have como to the States and the Corn· 
momvr,alth, they will find that the majority 
have been politicians. They have been 
none the worse for that. There is only 
one instance where the Governor has been a 
Labour politician. That is an indication of 
tho spirit of the age, showing that the 
Imperial Government, after having a Labour 
Parliament at Westminster, were prepared 
to appoint an ex-Labour politician, in Sir 
James O'Grady as Governor of Tasmania. I 
believe that a politicial training is a very 
fmc thing, and although the most strenuous 
years of my life time have been spent in 
this Chamber, I would not have missed the 
opportunity for the world. I do not think 
:llr. Justice \Yebb will object to my s.tying 
that, when he accepted the position of Presi­
dent of the Arbitration Court, he expressed 
regret that he had not had political experience 
before taking that position. I have no hesi­
tation in saying that there are few positions 
men can occupy in the public life of this 
country in which their occupancy could not be 
improved by serving a term in this Chamber. 
It broadens a man's outlook, and you realise 
that every question has two sides to it. It 
is not like the knights in allegory fighting 
for a gold shield or a silver shield, 
for it has two sid,•s, ono of which 
is !),'old and the other silver. There 
are two sides to all questions, and that is 
quite apparent to any man who has had a 
political career. I say that the Governors 
who came to this country with a political 
training in the House of Commons were 
improved by that political training. But the 
Yerv fact that thcv had served as members 
of 'the House of 'commons supporting one 
party largely discounts the statements made 
rccendy in England that locally nominated 
men would have a political bias, 

An OPPOSITION l\1E~1BEP : 'Thr:re would be a 
different atmosphere and a different om·iron­
ment. 

The PRE:YliER: I do not know tha• th,, 
atmosphere will bo improved. I belicYc in 
lhe Australian atmosphere. I believe thet. 
if a man with a knowledge of Australia anJ 
n man who has served a certain time in thi,, 
Chamber were to become Governor, he would 
he broad-minded enough to carry out his 
duties just as impartiallv as any other 
Governors have done. We,have been sing:~· 
larlv fortunate in the Governors who have 
come from the Old Country, and no man has 
0vcr graced the office of Governor in any part 
of Australia with such dignity and success 
ns th0 man who is ebout to vacate the positio>1 
in Queensland. (Hear, hear!) I say that 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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·with all serioctsness, and with an intimate 
knowledge of the man. I do not suppose that 
;:;ir Matthew Nathan calls himself a Labour 
man. but he was a man with broad liberal 
.ideas who had a splendid training before he 
came to Queensland. He served Queensland 
\lell as Governor, but I r('peat there are men 
in Queensland and Australia who can fill th8 
position with considerable saving to the tax­
payer. It has been said, and I believe it to 
he true. that £100,000 per annum could bn 
'aved to the people of Australia by th·e 
cutting-out of a lot of the flummery and 
entertainment that is now connected with th,, 
office. If Sir Matthew Nathan did invite 
Labour members to visit Government House. 
what pprccntage of the total number of tax­
pa:vers in Queensland had access to Govern­
ment House? Not one-fiftieth of 1 per cent. 
of the taxpayers of Queensland who were 
called upon to find the £7,000 or £8,000 which 
it costs to run Goyernment House. That 
hcing so, quite a lot of money that is spent 
on entertainments could be cut out, and more­
or-less purely formal duties transacted by t.hc 
holder of the office could be carried out by 
an Australian. I can assure the hon. member 
for Bowen that I will give effect. to his 
-:uggestion as early as possible~ and reconl­
mend. as laid down in the Labour platform. 
t.he appointment of a local man to the office Gf 
Governor. If the Imperial Government art? 
not prepared to accept our suggestion. tha: 
is not our affair. I might say that Mr. Lang. 
the Premier of New South Wales, and myse!f 
put the ca.se for the appointment of local 
GoYernors before the Imperial authorities in 
rt Yery forcible way. I ha.d something to do 
with the drawing up of the memorial. M1·. 
Lang and myself put forward arguments 
•vhich appealed to us as democrats and Aus­
trali"ns. and which conveyed an assurance 
rhat we had no desire to weaken the link 
between Australia and the Imperial Govern­
ment. vVe said that we believed such appoint­
ments would strengthen that link, because it 
was a recognition of the importance of Atb­
tralia. that she was now a grown-up daughtPr 
iind should be treated as such. 

Mr. FRY (J[urilpa): It appears to me that 
the die has be.en cast, and that the Governor 
of the future is to be a local man. 

:VIr. KING: Not yet. 
?vlr. FRY: I have quite sufficient vision 

to know that, when five out of the six States 
make the request, the position would be rather 
;;erious if the Imperial Government turned it 
clown. I have not heard any arguments so 
far, excepting that of the hon. member for 
Bowen, in favour of local Governors, and. 
apart from stating that it is in the part.y 
platform, his reasons amounted to nothing 
more than that it would be nice for the local 
man to walk through t.he nice gardens with 
his comrades smelling the flowers. 

Mr. DASH: Did he not say something about 
a lot of money being saved? 

Mr. FRY: He did not. He said that hP 
did not expect a local man would "scab" 
on his Imperial mate and do the job for 
l0ss. His argument was not that a loc<1l 
appointment would mean a saving of money 
to the people. but that a local man could 
perform the duties of the office just as well. 
If the Government put their proposals for­
ward as the Australian sentiment. are thev 
prenared to take up the view of the Au<i­
tralian Natives Association and appoint an 
Australian native to the job? Wh.v go half 
way? Why not be logical and go the whol2 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

»a:v ·z Assuming that the time arr~ves that 
we are to bave local men appomted a,; 
Governors. how is that Governor to Je 
appointed? Will he be appointed by a party 
Yote of the party in power whereby, say, 
a vote of twenty-two to nineteen coul<J make 
the appointment? It might be ~hat the 
majority of twenty-two would actually _repre­
sent the minority of the total melr!bers 111 this 
Chamber. but the nineteen who did not w~nt 
the party nominee would have to vot~ ":Ith 
the twenty-two to make the ma]OI'lt~i· 
Although selected in caucus by twenty-two 
yotes to nineteen, the twenty-two would only 
be a minority of Parliament. That. vote 
'vould not be a true reflex of the opinion of 
tlw Chamber. 

The PRE:IHER: What about taking a popu­
lar ,-ote? 

:Mr. WARREN: Do you believe in that? 
The PREMIER: I am asking you the ques­

tion. 
Mr. FRY: This may cause a laugh now, 

but it must be borne in mind that the hon. 
gentleman speaks as the Premier, and not 
as an ordinary individual. I ask the hon. 
gentleman would it not be better, as an 
alternative, that the Governor be elected 
bv a secret ballot· of this House, where no 
n!an would be bound by party discipline. 
\Ye hear a lot from the Labour party, or the 
Communistic party. What is behind it all? 
This is a job for somebody. Is there some­
bodv in the Labour ranks who is likely to 
cause a cleavage? I am not going to ask 
the Premier that question, but I suggest 
that it mav be a way of. putting somebody 
out of the' way. From the speech of the 
hon. member for South Brisbane this morn­
ing it seems quite possible that someone has 
been selcct ... d for the job. ·when it comes 
to the question of electing a local Governor 
it is the dutv of the Labour Government 
to show in ":hat way a local man will be 
superior to an imported Governor. I might 
sav that my bias is on the side of t.he local 
man, but i: want some argument stronger 
than that of going round the ga.rdens at 
GoYernment HousP, seeing the flowers and 
having a cup of tea. There must be a good 
strong constitutional principle in its favour. 
There is no argument advanced in favour 
of the proposal on the score of saving ·money. 
There is no argument put forward on the 
score of cfficiencv, no argument put forward 
to say that the local man should have certain 
qualifications such as a world-wide knowledge 
of Pconomic questions or a world-wide know­
ledge of historv. So far, educat-ional attain­
ments have "not been mentioned, No 
qualification is mentioned except that it is 
in ihe Labour platform that we must have 
a local man appointed t.o the job. In an 
intdligent Chamber speeches like that seem 
to me as flat as "ginger-pop" that has been 
standing open for twelve months. 

l\fr. \VEIR: How about chocolates? 

Mr. FRY: This matter is a very much 
more serious one t.han- is indicated by the 
jocular int0rjections of humorous and one­
sided politicians. If we are to have local 
men. let the Premier consider the advisability 
of baying- our Governors appointed by a 
secret ballot of this Chamber, when no one 
will be bound hand and foot by party dis­
cipline. "\Ve know of an instance of a vote 
taken within the precincts of this Chamber 
where a Government, by 22 votes to 19, 
appointed a gentleman to a very prominent 
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position; }et. If that appointment had been 
by vote of this Chamber, it is probable-I 
sa v probable because I do not know the 
actual details-that the votes would have 
b<~en 50 to 22 ao·ainst the appointment. Yet 
that appointme~t is said to represent the 
will of this Parliament, because we have 
to vote the ,,alary of that official and by so 
doing endorse th'e appointment. If we are 
to make any appointments-which should bo 
above party Ponsiderations-that aro to be 
hold in respect by the people, If those 
appointments are not to be by popular ballot, 
as \Vas suggested by the Premier. let them be 
by a -.ecrd ballot of this Chamber. 

Mr. KERR (Hnoogera): The statement ha·; 
been made that an appointment to fill th·' 
vacancv caused bv the retirement of 5ir 
:'viatthc;w ::'\a than has already been made, anrl 
I \1onld like to know if the Premier has any 
informatiou on the subjed. I would als0 
like to know whether it is correct that an 
extension of time \YOo sought for Sir ::\Iatthew 
).Tathan, \rho is leaving our shorrs in October. 

[4.30 p.m.] 

There is no question but that an important 
rleparture has been made. I do not take tho 
stand that once a custom is established it 
should always be continued, but it seems 
unrc~sonab],,' that Parlia.ment should not ha·;o 
been consulted in some w~tv before a Jncn1ori&J 
was signed bv the Premier on behalf o_f thi-, 
StatP. and, as the hon. gcntlc:1nan hl!nse1f 
stated, has now been posted to tho homo 
authorities askiw: for locally appointed 
Governors. It is only right that PaT­
liamcnt should ha,·e sonJc say, because 
we on this side of the Chamber repre­
sent a large number of people in 
Queensland, and we are entitled to haw· 
some say on such an important issue as the 
abolition of imperially appointed Governors. 
The questio'l mav arise as to the dutws of the 
Governor. I tal~e the view that the Go,ernor 
is a link with the Empire, and it is important 
that the outposts should have some connecting 
link with th<' centre of the Empire. On the 
question of efficiency, a locally appointed man 
could easily carry out the job, but we mllst not 
forgd th,n sentiment plays a very big pai·t 
all throu<;h life. A nation without sentiment 
is not g·oiug to thrive. and is not going to get 
nrY far. The link binding us to the Empire 
sho;Jlcl be strengthened rather than broken, 
<'Y<'n though it mav onlv be a sentimental 
link. Or1 'these grounds I regret exceedingly 
that if the' same <•xpenditure is to be main­
tain~d. we are going to break a link 
that is binding us to the old countn-. The 
hon. nwmber f;,r Bo\ven said the position was 
1•ot warrantrcl. Of all the members of thi' 
IIonse the hon. member for Bo\YCn is the ono 
~,;-ho nt\Ycr :;:.t:Jnds np to ,vhat h0 bcll0ves in. 
\Yhcn it ro'lWS to '' vote in this Chamber 
nn{l the hon. mf'rnbcr hns .:.n opportnnity 0£ 
doina nnvthinrr ho sidr-trncks the i~~nc :'1h:1 
Yotc; 1vith his''narty. \Vc not only hnxc 
Gcn·cr'~f1r but. nlc hon. nH'ITibPr ls y;;illing- to 
vr,tc £1.000 for a Lieuicnant .. Gon•rnor. Ile 
YotPd for it lnst ~Yf'ar. anU probnbl~" wlll votJ 
for it a~rain this vo"'_r. 

;\h. CoLL!l\'S =' I voted against it m th~ 
proppr ';~:a:L 

Mr. K~RTI: The hon. member has not go1· 
the "guts" to stand np in this CharnbC'r and 
do the right thing. 

The TE:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. K~RR : He has not got the heart to 

do it. Ho talks to " Hansa rd" and says, 

1925-3 D 

"I will wipe out the l~~rerno1:'-' and the;;~ 
ccnds a hundred or '0 copws of ·.Hansard 
out to his elector,, but when he 1s asked to 
vote, ho will vote the extra £1,000 a year to 
the Lieutenant-Governor. \Yhore does the 
hon member "tand? He talks about different 
a9'c; of iht· \vorld. He is not alive to the 
1i~nos, but is living in dreamland half _the 
time. If he would onlT study practi~al 
politics a little morp instend of t~c :VIarx1an 
theories which he puh forth m th1s Chamber, 
lw would get further. He. spoa!<s. about 
Imperialism and matters wh1ch divide the 
more thinking members oppo-.ite from the 
extreme section of the part,-, but when f;he 
Esti1natcs come before us in {'onnf~ction 'v1th 
the Governorship o·f Queensland-and an 
imperially appointed Governor constitutes 
a strong link be h con the old countrj' and 
Australia-thc hon. momlwr says the JOb 1s 
not warranted. The hon. m cm her ought to 
sav once and for all where he stands in these 
mrrtters; he cannot have it both ways. I 
hope the Premier will tell us "hother an 
appointment has bo0r1 mad<:'. a~d whether 
it. \YHS suggPstcd that an extension of hlne 
should be granted to Sir Matthew 1'\athan. 

The f'RE:1TIEH !Hon. \Y. X Gi!Iies, 
l·:acl>am): So far as l know. 110 appointment 
has been mad<'. nor do I think that \Jny 
appointment will be maclo till Sir :i\Iati~ew 
:\uthan's lo!n-, comes to Rn end. The 
Gove1·nor has been granted five mouths' leave 
hy agreement between the Imperial and the 
Queensland Gm-ernmcntc.. ft is not usual 
for a Governor to be appointed before the 
lE:'aYC of his prPdccc~sor expires. I can assure 
the hon. member that, so far as I know, no 
appointment has been made, nor has any 
n,une bean sng-gc>sted to the Queensland 
Government. 1-Yith regard to an extension 
of Sir Matthew '\"a than's time, no official 
request was made to extond his period of 
office beyond the five year;' tunn. 

* Mr. S\YAY::'\E (.liirani) : One point seems 
t,,. have been missed with regard to this 
matter. The position of Governor may be a 
sinecure so far as anv act of interference 
with Queensland affa1rs is concerned for 
['c>rhaps years, but there may come a 
time when parties in Parliament are 
c; enly balanced. and through some chance 
n•to one party is put out and another 
f'&rty i[ets the reins of power. The ques­
t ion will arise as to which pa·rty should 
i[et a clissolntion. That is the time when an 
J mperial Governor. with no local ties or 
lc·anings. is rf'f]uired. \Ye are not likelv to 
get a Queenslander-no matt.•r from which 
side he <: }mes-·who can divest himeelf of all 
prty feeling or be exempt from uncon­
scious bias at such a timn as that. He is 
prctt· snro to be a man who has been 
id0ntificd ,,-ith one side or the other in 
politics. \Yhen tlwro is e. dccicled party 
8ch·ant -J;._"t< to [tained or lost \vith reg-ard 
to dissolntion Parliament. aud the p1i·ties 
er<' pretty b,d,<nccd, it ·1vill be in tho 

of <1 tn h:tYo a ,flr,·i:c:;icn free 
from m parti21lity of anv kind, and at 
SHch a tim0 n Gov::rnor nppointed fron1 out­
side OnC'cn~lrtnd '""iJl bo b01-tc c able to give 
an itnnartial dF'"is~nn i h.d1 a local nHtl1 7 

csr ·JciaiLv 1ncn of tho iypr '\Yho ha Ye been 
s, ut out. io AnstrLlia Q'E'TieraiJ~~ '""~~ Go\·crnors 
hom the old couni-r.:. I might mentio;! 
that our State Governors haYe not. o]l b~een 
selected from one Bide in politics. In Tas­
mania they have a member of the British 
Labour party as Governor. That shows that 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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in these matters the British GoYernment are 
not tied to any particular party. 

A question of a minor r;haya~ter--_be~ause on 
such a bin- matter as this Is m prmciple the 
saving or"£1,000 or so is only a small m_atter 
-i;; that of expenses. Has our oxperrenco 
of hon. members on the other side, when 
they had the opportunity of spending; money, 
given the people any reason to thmk th~t 
any saving· would_ be effected ,fY £:;-,Jhng m 
with their suggestiOn?_ I say No. I am 
confiJent that even If a local man were 
appointed-a nominee of the present Govern­
nwnt as he would be-the people of Queens­
lai~d 'would not save a penny. 

As for the reason which has been advanced 
by the hon. member for Bowcn about the 
pc·Jple of Qucen?land having the opportunity 
to takiJ tea with an 11nported Governor, 
remembering that we have 800,000 people in 
Queensland and ass_uming that his duties 
included the cntertamment of evoi7 one of 
them I am inclined to think t-hat he would 
have' a pretty big job, and I am afraid he 
would not be able to do It even for the 
mmwv which the imported man s.pends. 

l\Ir~ Cor.LIXS: That is not what the hon. 
member £or Bowen said. 
,. Mr. S\Y.-\Y="E: At any rate, that is not 
the question. The real point is t_hat,_ when 
the balance between the two partrcs IS very 
eYen indeed and it is quite a nice question, 
ca1ling for the exercise of an unbiased 
judgment and a sound knowledge of con­
stitutional la\Y, as to which party should 
have a dis~~olution, in nine cases out of ten 
the decision giYen would be looked on \Yith 
suspicion eithPr by ono side or the 9th er; in 
:ll<l' case before a change a retcrendum 
ehould b_ ~~ken. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): This is certainly 
a mallei' of import:mco, although tho hon. 
rncn1brr for Bovvcn wns son>ewL . .tt inclined 
to treat it rather li·~lnly. l'Nsonally, rather 
than sre a Goycnwr appointed locally b:,~ 
Parlian1ent, I \Youlclr·athPr have no Governor 
at all. It. is not that there are not any 
numbc•r of men in the communitv capable 
d filling the position. Nobody Oil this side 
,,f 'he Chamber v·•Juld argue that there arc 
uot n1rn in the co1nrnuuity who \Youid not 
onlv fill the position but a! o do honour 
1o 'it; bnt th(~ whole thing is that so long· 
.a~ we~ have thiF conlH'cting link \YC \Yant it 
io be '" political bins a·- po"siblc. 

hon. n1cmlx•r for J\iiruni 
of the \Yuak spot:3 
know that on ono 

Parlian1ent, 
GoYernmcnts 

and n consider­
has been 

anc1 the 
to \Yhif'h 

hnvc taken up. I 
a tirnc of crisis \Yhen 

rn:JI"l1t a.;;k for a di···3olut ion--r~s 1 h0y 
arc quite ju~t.ified ln doing-iho C' diH-icultie:'; 
v·m!ld be intcns'ficJ if we lnd locally 
appciuied I do not 'C \Vhy 
po~ition r.hould be ih.-~ gift of any 
vPnlmC'nt. v.-hcthcr Labour or ~ationalist. 
If we arc r Jing to n1akc a change, let us 
do "·i1hm1l· them altogether. and lot the 
Chief .Justice b·~ the link behn~en the En1pirc 
and our~eJves rather than make the position 
the football of any party that may be in 
control of t-he Treasury benchc~. 

The hon. member for Bowen spoke about 
invitations to Government House. I \Yould 

[Mr. Swayne. 

like to sec him at Government House. I 
a1n quite sure he would have red spats on. 
I would verv much like to see the hon. 
membe1· for Bowen in red spats and gloves 
anJ telling his valet- to get out of his road. 
He could do it perfectly. lie is becoming 
1norc conservative a3 he gro\VS older. In a 
year or l\Yo he will not only frequently 
-.-i,it Government House but \\ o shall see 
him a member of the Queensland Club. 

}lr. CoLLIXS: '.Yho is serious now'? 

Mr. TAYLOB.: He has certainly been 
taking some lessons during the last few· year3 
as to how to go about the business. Getting 
hack to the Sllrious side, 1:re haYe to consider 
whether it is going to be of benefit to the 
State to lwYe locally appointed Governon 
instead of Impcri'\1 Go,-ernors. It is not 
:.wing to be of Lll, benefit whatever. Uather 
than ece the link with the mother country 
sc,·ercd we should streng·then that link, and 
nt uo tjrno ha:-; that been n1nre nccessa~·v 
than at the prcs2nt time. \Ye know that th~ 
old country is pa;·-ing t-hrough a very critical 
period, and, not\\ ithstanding that fiyc State 
Preruier:;; have El £?Teed to local Govcrnor-3, 
I sincere!:;· hope that the request will not be 
granted. It has not. been subn.tittcd to tho 
peorle in the shape of a rcfercndun1, although 
the people arc vitallv interested in the matte•·. 
Om• hon. member siatecl that it had not been 
subrnittN.l to Parliament. 

}Jr. Sw SXE: There should be a referendum 
on the n1a tter. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If the people by refer<'mlum 
siguif:;- thr:ir ar,,-.cptance of thP propo~al to 
appoint Colollial Governors, then I would 
lun·e lln objection to it.. At the same time 
I do think that the Governn1e11t arc nwkinx 
a. retrogTc·.sin• moYe in endeavouring to 
ohtain the appoint1ncnt of lccal Governors. 

}11-. COLLIXS (!Jowcn): It \vm!ld be fm· 
Lotr.'r if horL n1e1nbers opposite were to cast 
their joealar rcn1arks to 0111..~ f'idc. I takD 
it that this is a serious 1nattPr. I read out 
the plank of om· platform whicl1 I have signed. 

:::\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE: lJaye :vou read the plank 
on arbitration? 

~lr. ·COLLl~\S: I how the hon. 1nen1~ 
her for Oxlcv \Y;,s ,~.-·ith "-hen he could 
not indnc-c sn.fficicnt to nttPnd his publiu 
ll10C'ting at Boy~-·-'n. I haYe si:q·ncd thn.C 
platfcrn1 I arn not prc,-cnted fron1 advocatiu~-. 
if right a:1d proper, that the positio::1 
('f ~hould l>c at Jli~lwd. .A3 a lnetn-
J-~'1' of i11dustriod ns:3oeiation [Jnd ns a 

l' )iilic '1 organi:-cttion I h<. ;·c 
t}u; qnc ~ion of the aboli+-1on 

of G placf J on 
at DIE' 

haYint_~ 
"\\·i donl 

of 

mr~n 

to th:::• 
' f'OU_l'SC' of a 
of "\nstralia. 

Lord ~~\toEcha\rn, 'vho \Vas crLnt.cd a pc'='J' 
aft0r he was appoi11tctl to the positlon. \Yho 
is hP? I-I on. n1e1nh•rs opnos.i.tc knov· as \YPll 
ns I do ibat he was one of the leading Torie.s 
iu Great Britain. '"ho in tlw Houso -of Com­
lnons opposed every refonn in tho intcrc;;;ts of 
the mass of the people. He ccm hold the scal•Js 
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-of justice as between parties without anv 
effort at all, but I know which wav the scale's 
will go. Somewhat on the lines that I used 
to hear of in the davs of mv youth. when it 
was put in theso ;vords-'' The rich man 
always get. the balance of the scales." I take 
it that Lord StonchaYen-this ge:tius from th·c 
United Kingdom-has no bias in politics ut 
all. Oh. no ! His votes in tho House of 
Commons will show that. I took the trouble 
to look them up not so long ago. Of cour's", 
he is fit to he Governor-General of this gre:Jt 
Cornmonwealth, associated as he has been all 
his life with tho Conservath·e party of Great 
Britain. \Vhon we propose the appointment 
of a local Governor who might bP dra"·n 
from this or the opposite side of the Chamber. 
we are told that ho would not be able to deal 
with a crisis such as tho hon. rne1nber fn1' 
;\1irani mentioned. I suppose that the loc·Jl 
man VY'Ould bolt frmn a cri-.::i:::. I have not ~00 1 1 
an imported n1an bolt fron1 n. crisi~. and I tak0 
it th't the kcal man would stand up to it 
.iust as wel1 ns the imported ma11- }\".o matter 
\vheth~r hon. n1Pmb.c:rs opposite agree \Yith n1" 
or not. the tln1o \vill come \Yhc:n Governo:._·s 
will be abolished, and the rlutiE-; as suggested 
by the hon. member for \Vinrlwe could be 
e1>rriecl ont. hv the Chief J usticP. After all. 
wo a re moving in the right dirertion. and 
perhaps after tho next Labour Cam·cntic;n 
''" ma~· have in the State Labour platform a 
nlank for the abolition of St.ate Governors. 
\Ye know that a vote v·as taken in the Con­
;;;cryative \lirtorian Legislativ·e ~\,:;::sernbly a 
few wreks ago on the que~tiou of the abo1i­
tion of imported Governors. and it was onlv 
defeated by 1v.o votec·. I am pleased that 'r 
raised the qne~Hon, b~rause a::; a result wo 
have ~-ot- a ]C>t of information from the 
Pren1ier. 

Item (His Exccllenev the Governor) agreed 
to. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The PREMIEH (Hon. \\". X. Gilli0s. 
Eacham): I beg to move-

" That £110 be granted for ' Executi 1·o 
Council.''' 

Item av,roocl to. 

LEGISLATIVE \SSE)fBLY. 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. X. Gillics, 
.Ertchrun): I be,; to mm·c-

" That £23.255 be granted for 'Legis-
lntiYc Assembl:-.'" 

'There haTe been 
i~g,. to

1 
"-£1.ASJ 

c£fl1 . .J, lC~Ying a 

£543. 

1'Il·. SvYAY:\'E (Jiirani): I ben· to moYC-
" That the Yotc be reduced bv £1 " 

I ~o ::-:~'")as. a proto~t ng·ainst the ~1an1~cr in 
wh1ch J arhament has beuo debased bv this 
9-overnn1cn~. .Throughout tho Engli~~h-Spoa 1t­
Ing 1 ;Yor]d rt IB g'encrallv reeogniscr1 that. .\ 
Pardament elc'ctecl by a free poop], is the 
gTefltPst Jl1tlladtu!l,l of popular lihcrtv that th.o 
"·orld has _ever g1ven us. \Vhat ha Parlict­
nH--·nt dctcr::oratcd to in Quoenf.:land? As vear 
[~ll~_ws year we f;nd that the power~ of 
1.a~'J.Ian1cnt a.re };>e1ng: 1nore and rr1ore rr­
strictcd. 9J?1Y. qu1te recently· lve found during 
a g-reat .crisis 111 Queensland, -when its princi­
pa_l In~~ns of comn1unication-in which son1e­
thmg. '1ke £55,000.000 of the people's monev 
aro mvested-:-was dosed, all work w,l's 
stopped, the h1ghroads of the State were taken 

possession of, and in certain parts of Queens­
land the people were threatened with starv.1-
tion simply because there was a dispute 
between rhe Government and a section of thei1· 
employees. If over there was a time whc·:'l 
Parliament should have been sitting to deal 
with the question, it was then. 

'.rhe PRDIIER: What shouU Parliament 
have done• 

Mr. SW A Y;\;E: Parliament was debased 
into a nonentity. Each n1en1bcr, representing 
bebveen 5,000 or 10,000 voters, was denied an 
opportunity of inquiring whether the Govern­
rnont ''"ere uph(·lding their position as a. 
Government or discussing the be't method 
of dealing w1th the position, and whdher 
they were going to secure for the people 
tlw full exercise of their rights. That was 
"· very cecent happening. One of the most 
sCI'ious reflec·:ions as to tho right of the 
twople's rcprest~ntatives to decide th<:=:;:;;o public 
question 11-as contained in an utterance 
by the Premier the other day. W c know 
that for years past a stand has been 
adoptcd-nomiHall: by hon. members oppo· 
site and in actuality by,' hon. mcrnbers on 
this side of the Chalnbe'i·--·to the effect that 
arbitration was the proper means of settling 
all disputes bct\vecn employer and employee 
in QLwcnsland. The happenings to which I 
hayc referred had a \Tory serious bearing on 
that principlP, and there is a general demand 
throughout the countrv for a clear declara· 
tion frorn tho Goveri1ment as to "\vhether 
arbitration or direct action is to be the 
1nethod o£ set~liLg those dispute~. The 
l'rcmicr has found himself up against it on 
that point, and nQ\; he savs that it will be 
for· the next Labour Co,;:vontion. held. at 
Hockharupton or elsewhere, to decide. 

The Pnnmm: You know you have always 
been opposed to arbitration. 

'\Ir. S'\YAY.:\E: \Vas there ever such a 
p_itiful resignation and abnegation of autho­
nty 011 the part of anyone iu his position 
as that exhibited by the gcntlcrnan \Yho 
stands at prc~ent as the rulcT of Quccns­
bnd? The hon. gentleman does not say 
this is a quc.'tion npon which Parlia-
11l"'nt, rcpn'so11ting the people as a "'!Yhole, 
should decide. Ho ea> s that the question 
\nil bo · ... •ttlcd at some convention attended 
l lhc rcprcs ntutin. of crnplo~·ees only. 

conYcHtion 1Yil1 rcnrosPnt o11lv ono 
of the community, a'nd that not always 

" n1ost enterprising or industrious section. 
The~ -,ill der ic1P as tu ,-het her the g-reat 
principle of arbitration shall be nphef(l or 
not. If Parii>tment is to deal with 

like that, 1s the use 
a I'arliamunt rrt 

ha\ e rE'fcrrccl to have 
of br0aking the law 
Prcn1ier lUUcit know 

the lust big 
brok0n section 65 of the 

. .1. et. Yet these men 
with impunity. Onct' the 

thnt one section is at 
of the conntrv, the 

tl:1ng Y•-i!1 lJcn""r stop. Evorv indjvidual \vill 
clain1 the right to bre~--:k ihc la\\7

• As an 
tlbs~ract qnc_,tion of justice that cannot be 
dcnt0d. 

I lUll an old men1bu· of this Rous?, and, 
'.dwn I contrast the old liberty of speech 
and freedom of debate that obtained in this 
House years ago--

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC .WORKS: Yes, in 
1912, 1913, and 1914. 

Jir. Swayne.] 
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Mr. S\YAYC\"E: With that which exiRts 
now it is borne home to me what very mild 
words I use "hen I sav that Parliament is 
debased. There is freqLiently no opportunity 
at present. to discuss important questions. 
Onlv the other dar W•3 had before us the 
que~tion of the basic vvag·e-a matter which 
vitallc concerns our industries. 

The po,ition wo are in at the present time 
in regard to industries requires the closest 
scrutinv and the most careful consideration; 
yet a 'law which vitally affects our indus­
trid was put through all its stages under the 
" gag" in one day. That shm1 s how farci­
cal Parliament has become. A few sessiOns 

ago we had the principle of vot­
[5 p.m.] ing by proxy introduced, thereby 

doing away v, ith the representa­
tive chMacter of Parliam<mt. Only a short 
tirne a.rro we were ''gagged'' on fort:,~-ont' 
occasio~s in one session, on ~evcra] occasions 
without anv debate at all. In Committ.ce 
sometimes tho " gag " was applied before 
any opportunity was afforded to move amend­
ments, and some of the unjust lav' s on the 
statute-book have been passed because no 
opportunity was given for free discussion 
by tho elect<d representatives of the people. 
That is not parliamentary government. Dur­
iuo- the session I am referring to the Unem­
pl~yod \Vorkors' Insurann Bill and the Legis­
latiYo Asscmblv Act Amendment Bill which 
provided for ·proxy Yoting were rushed 
through the Committee without discussion, 
yet they contained big principles affecting 
the vital intcrrsts of the people of Queen~­
land, For the sake of cutting down the 
time that Parliaments sit.s by a few weeks 
is it worth while so to limit the time that 
such quc,tions cannot. be discussed properly? 
\Ve know that under the present. Administra­
tion Parliament never sits for longer than 
ten or fifteen weeks; vet, when hon. members 
opposite were on this side of the Chamber, 
they used to urge vehemently that five 
months at least were rcquisi to to discuss the 
business of the people of Queensland. \V e 
know that the present Government have 
engaged in additional nndert.akings, therefore 
the business of the Government has increased 
two or threefold; yet the time for discussion 
ha'· been reduced. Again, if there is one 
principle in connection with British Parlia· 
mcnts more than another that. has been 
insisted on in the past it is the right of 
the representatives of the people to decide 
what. the hxation shall be, and also as to 
how that taxation shall be expended. I 
han' figurc·s showing that during the past 
five years huge sums of money have been 
pacspo v.-ithout discussion. Altogether the 
sum vvhich h·,s lwen passed without' discussion 
arnonn! t.o wmct.hiug like £60.000,000, and 
it j, most sihnificant !hut the votes that aro 
rnrst open tO criticisrn are put through year 
nft,.r y(·ar. und0r i·hf' condurt of th0 present 
Gc'V('rn·~H·nt. \vit1tout disc11s~ion at a11. Ilo'v 
long ic- it ~inc0 \VP hrrv0 had nn opportunity 
of cli:::rn2.:;lng StntC' 0nterpriscs? For fivo 

,.,, ha,·c not h: d a full discussion on 
1: nnd Y. 0 all kno1v what hng'o s11ms have 

bN•n ]f''-!- Bnd ,..,_.hat :=:.trnn::-' qur::<t-.ions have 
ari"f'n in connoctjon -with the \·1rinns undrr­
taking--::. Agnin. l think I .m safe ]n saying 
that clnrin:r the p t five ;~·cars the railways 
hav0 <Only b0cn di~"lFscd bvicc. nnd T am 
jm:iiGcd in saying that (.he present position 
of th" rnihvays, \VhjC'h flnyonc can SCP is 
unsntisfqctory, is largely m;-ing to the lack 
of parliamentary criticism. 

[111r. Swayne. 

l\Ir. FEnRICKS (South Brisbane): This 
vote contains an item of £1,105 for the Par­
liamentary Library. I congratulate the 
Govcrnn10nt. on n1aking tardy recognition o£ 
the services of the librarian by giving hini 
nn aclvn.nce in salary. From inquiries made 
some time ago I understand that we have in 
the librarv about 60.000 ,olumes. I am not a 
v·oracious' dcYourer, of the works in the 
librarv; in fact, I cannot claim that I am 
even an active perus,,r of them. l\fy experi­
ence of sixteen years of political life has 
shown that I read more seriously and widely 
before 1 came into Parliament than I have 
read since. I think the Parliamentary 
Librarian in the past has been most miserably 
paid. \Yhen we consider that a man occupy­
ing a purely routine offiC'e like that of 
To" n CJ,,rk of thE Greater Bri,bane Council 
is l'" id £1,500 a year and the \ssistant Clerk 
gets £800 a year, it seems to mo that thl'l 
arnonnt set do,yn for thf~ Parlian1entary 
Librarian is a miserable recompense to give 
io cne who is the most up-to-date man in this 
line with whom I have C)!Ilfl in contact. l.Vfy 
experience in Parliament has shown that our 
librarian is a "·alking encyclopwdia. (Hear, 
he.,.!) H one wants a work on a particular· 
subject, he hns only to go to 1\Ir. l'.Iurray, 
who can put his hand at once on the parti­
cular book "·hich will supply the informa­
tion required. I think the salary given is. 
11ot a due r,:cognition of the services of a 
m~n of 1\Ir. ~,Jurrav's ahilitv. lt is true that 
hi; salary has bcP;l advancced 'l.bove that of 
a mcmb0r of Parliament-and personally I 
do not nmplain, lwcmFe m8mbcrs of Parlia­
t ion have m a de themselves v-ery cheap. 
\Vhen t.hev red Llce themseh·es to the despic­
able position of taking 5s. a. vvook off a 1na.n 
earning £4 5s. a week, they do not deserve 
b be paid any more than £500 a year. 

:VIr. CLAYTOX: The Labour Government 
did it. 

Mr. FETIRICKS: Parliament did it. 
(Opposition dissent.) Members of Parliament 
;·educed themselves then to that level. If 
their services are not widely recognised, it is 
their own fault. The reason why I rose to 
speak was not to draw a ttcntion to that 
despicable act of Parliament, but to complain 
once more about what I consider the unfai1· 
conditions hon. members arc subject to if 
thev want to refer to books of reference or 
pa1;liamontary records of other States or the 
Commonwealth o-r of the other Dominions. 
Strange as it n1ay seem, the records of 
the Commonwealth Parliament-" Hansard," 
books of reference, and everything else in 
connection with the Commomc-ealth Parlia­
ment-are placed on the same plane as those 
of Sonth Africa, Canada, and 1\e,v- Zerrland. 
The Commonwealth records arc foreign to 
l!S I It is no fault of thr librarian or his 
assisknts. but you cannot get what you 
want unless you dig an1ongst the records of 
the othrr Domi11ions. \Ye are part of 
Anstmlia. \Yhy this little narrow parochial 
jc ,lousy a71.inst thP Crnnmonwealth ·: Con­
sidering that we have a Chamber which 
honscd an extinct House of Parliament at tho 
other end of this bnil,:ing, could not tho 
rnn11110ll'..Y('alth l'E'C'Ord~ lw honscd 1-h0re, 
\Yh,_T" they would be accessible t.o men1bers? 
You hn ve to go up into ,.,-hnt is really an 
attic and get smothered in dust to get hold 
of "IIaL_·.ard" or a book of reference "\Yhich 
ha pp0ns to be a Commonwealth record. This 
parochialism has been rampant in this Par­
liament so long that it is about time that 
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we cut out this petty liltle jealousy of the 
Commor•wenlth Parliament. I appeal to you, 
~\Jr. (;]uh•otl. and I ask you to bring before 
::1·. Speaker thn ach-isab1encss of transferring 

Con1nwnv,Talth records to n place ·whore 
ill lw accessible to members instead 

t]re far end of the top passage of this 
I do not thillk that it i.; fair to 

._lnnn•,, cnlth 'ur to Qucclsland. 

( '.'arul(;uir. J: I ould like to 
contentiOn of the bon, n1cn1bcr 

il.J:cl his anLcnchnr:nt a a protest 
action \\ hid1 the Go,-e1·nn1cnt 

of deputing· 
from the fundamental principle of 

speech under a sy'ltcrn of a ~..-':en1o~ 
de ,oarture . hi eh i' likcl,v 

trouble before 
the time of l(ing 
the people lHl vu 
! ot a free iusti­
of all iho people 
of whom could 

the in tcre:,ts of tho 
frc u and nuL an1n1elleJ, 

priYilc\g( ~ \\·hich nobody t1 lse 
that his conld not. Le open 

ccn::U'ts of law. They 
cYenhwl ain1 was the 
all th,, 11eople, pm·ticu­

fricnd the hon. n10mb0r for 
Bo 1.;cn \- onld ;'1\-ill the interest:; of the 
common people. - Unfortunately to·day a 
syst.cn1 has 1K'C'l! introduced \Yhich lnrrrcl·" bY 
use and cn•utudl,v b:· abuse h., d~partcd 
\·ery serionsl:v front that principle. Ko doubt 
when the closure >ras introdllcr•cl into the 
s.tn.ndiiP."' OrdPrs it \\as nccessury to curtail 
£•1ght or iE'n hou::_· speeches, which un­
donbtcdly comtituted undue obstruction. No­
body >.-ill den:: that undue obstruction did 
take plc! cc. an cl it. ~.,as not in the intcrc~~ts 
Df any one that it should continue. 

Xo Olh' in his \Vilde.;;t dreams ever 
imagined that an instrument for good would 
be used to close down discussion without 
-even 011~ lllPinhcr haYing an opportunity 
of s!)eakn1g .. No one would haYc in1agined 
that the instrument would ha.-e been used 
for ·altering the arbitration system iu a 
.few hours without reasonable discussion on 
such an important 1neasure. \\T e have 
abusc:d a _valuable instrument._ "\s surely 
as mgltt follows da,v, If Parliament loses 
respect for itself. then so sure! v will the 
people consider their Yicws and- substitute 
son1ething in its place. 
. Mr. \YIXSTAXLEY: You helped to disgrace 
lt. 

l\llr. SIZER: I premme the lton. member 
is referring to 1ny. suP.penRion. I ha Ye no 
Tc~rets on that point for the reason that 
-drastic diseases require drastic remedies. 
If a n1B1nbcr who. de-:.,in•" to speak is pre 
Yentt~d from spealnng and he protc:3ts, then 
he should he prepared to em-rv the penaltv. 
I V/as prl•parcd to carry the J·;enalty Jdace'd 
till 1:nc. 

JHr. GRl.'CE: You rlid not catTj th\J 
prna1t.~·; ~you wen~ here all 1l1c CYC'ning. 

:\h. SIZER : I took the pcnalt.•:. 
3/h. \i"IXSTAXLEY: J'\o, you did not. 

1\1r. DurcE: Y~ou hung; round the i1ou:-.e 
all night. 

:Y1r. SIZER: If hon. rnernbe1 s opposite 
arc prepared in the na1no of hlJc 1 t ,r aud 
freedom of speech so to debase an i!>otitu­
tion of this groat Empire, the•1 they are 

unworthy of the traditions d the party to 
which they belo11g ancl the l_)CO)lt~ fr?ln -whonl 
illl'v haY(' de. ccndcd. JS not l'l"·ht that 

\H'" ~ronld C?l1 a SI1l.(J:l 0~[ ~t- ;J~:~t~~~: 
to LEC'·.1 1 1 r ,'OJ: .-l. tlh~ 

conYcntions, union :moet-
1 hen it b, ::.mnC'· only 

1.~·cll ,recognise 
;li':t' 

the 

SYSl t'!ll ea ll~iOL 

to 
that 

fo;· 

, oppo:3ito or all~'­
''.'l~ <!- r0 f n ·0 1 o d t: . .:u~s 

i11tt·n -~b of tlL• State, wo 
as \\~~' en~ SUJ•fJ""''J 1o 

aro dcparlin0 fl'on1 the 
upon v hi.:b l:'arli:lmunt 

I ,-a .. •t to cmpha:-ise that· 
an;)llcation ol the c:m-q " i!J 1 his 

Chan1 h'er ila~ be('1l _t t1 i:". r On <1 llHDl Lcr 
of occasions it h<h; bc•;:_;l applied when not 
011e holl. me1ub( .._· lw.·J bad t[;c oppndunity 
of ;;.pe>·1kinc-, and calls for the strongest 
(''}l1-cll'U11l[lt10rl f1'0flt thoso \\"lOO UT-... 

in colln·ol. _.:\-:; ~urc a~ I am ~-r~PH1 '1~r h(·rt' 
1-u-da\~ unle~.c rro are- prepan·c1 tn ~-lphold 

;-~J1.\~'--1~\-i~- 1:t~t (~\~ill f-~1 ken f~·t(~~:: ~:~:~~ ~~·1~-~{ ~~:~ 
shall ha.-c only our5ches to blame. 

::\Ir. KERH (Fno(Jycrrr): I intend to sup­
port the uot 'on moYed by the hon. member 
for ~lira.ni. It i~ a traYestv on cornmon sense 
to call this Chamber uncicr socialistic rule 
a delibcratiYe body. There is no considera­
tion of Biils which hon. members consider 
should be placed on the statute-book. Par­
li<tment is an institution with the highest 
authoritv in the land, and it is somet.hing 
that the- people look to for control; but it 
is regrettable that it has been displdced by 
a :;;0ciion of hon. 1nembers opposite in caucus. 
who do not repre·,,ent either the majority 
of the electors or even the majority of the 
Government party. The position is that 
about on"-quarter of the members of Par­
liament control this institution. 

I mentiouPd at a previous stage that. this 
Chamber merely recorded the Yiews of the 
majority of the caucus. \Vc have reached 
a stage when hon. members opposite have 
ceased to think of the people outside. They 
onlv think of themsplvcs. and all others are 
wh;pped int,o line lw the use Df the word 
"scab." Hon. members opposite have said 
that they have the unionists of Queensland 
behind tlwm. That is a deliberate mis­
'tatcment. There would be hardlv a mem­
ber on this cide of the Committee 'if we did 
not haYo a number of t.he right-thinking 
unioni~ts b0hind us. ...:\s a community, we 
arc entitlc•d to our freedom of thought and 
our method of ex]1rcssing onr thoughts to 
the' pc .>plc through Parliament. The intelli­
gent unicmist.s f'tand for <'Onstitutional go­
verninent. \vhich is so1nething that is 11Dt 
n-rn'CSC'ntPrl b:v hon. n1cmber, \vho are in 
'harge of the g-oYornment of this great 
Stat0. Only the bricfcst and most inadequat·e 
0xplanations 1:1rc giY0ll when Bills are intro­
ducecl. I t 1.11 quote insfanccs ·whon mislead­
ing particulars of the contents of Bills have 
been- given not only to the Opposition but 

lJlr. Kerr.] 
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to the P·'OJllf' outside. Hon. members have 
been dvprn cd of the right to introduce 
lll , .1l<' Gills. \Yhat opportumty have the 
(lppo~.;ition, rcprc-:c~ting 50 JWf cer:t. ~n lTJ~n~e 
of the rntroduc1ng pnvate B1lls 
and deliberate consideration 
of upon thorn? I have 

par er deal-ing 1vith 
the infld(~qurrte housing of the pc'oplc) especi~ 
ally in the tllt:1-ropo1itan area, \Yhcrc t\YO or 
ihl:C,_' Ll:!.uilic live in house. This \VUS 
a r'Olldition affair_:; unhca rd of 
pl'ior io the o[ this 

the of the 
b"cn S\Y0pt. c _ide, and hon. mCln­

haYe nn opportunity of express­
it. That sho,ys that 

som_E' -a.ctio!l f hould be 
,_ ; saY ihut it- is fL 

er~~~ tz; ::.·aY that thi~ 
C"::isting 
and an 

·s of pl;;lc­
t-hc staiutc-l<)ok. 

Yon happen to hP in the 
i~ all. 

:\Jr. KERTI : The hou. member knows that 
]...; not f'OlTC('t. 

Th" SECRETARY FCJH T'L.BLfC \'\ORES: If t.hat 
is not correct, why are you not oYc~r here? 

?.Ir. KETtR: The hon. gentleman know-; 
perfPcth· well that the electorates were 
juggled. 

The TEMPORARY C.E-L\IRl\U.:'\: Order! 

:\1r. KERB.: Hon. members on this side 
roprcBcnt a larger nun1bc'r of Yoters than 
hon. members opposite, and one Yote 
should be of equal value with another. 
I have explained why I support the amend· 
ment moved bv the hon. memher for Mirani. 
The work don'e bv this Parliament has not 
increased, yet \Ye ·ha vc increased the salaries 
by appointing a greater numb0r of Ministers. 
Why have the people to pay for the upkeep 
of additional Ministers? 

Th, TEc,fPORARY CHAITI:HA"': Order! 
The h011. member will not be in order in 
diti(:ussing that rnatter on this vote. 

Mr. KERTI: I am dealing with the vote 
for the '' Leglslat1Ye Asscmbl:v," and giving 
my rea sons for supporting the amendment 
n1ovcd b, the hon. n1Lmbcr for 1-lirani. 
In 1915 \ve had eight l\iinist<•rs, a.ncl now 
\YO ha YC ton. 

:\Tr. COLLIXS: \Ye could well do with a 
dozen. 

J\Ir. KEHR: If ''"" had forty Ministers, 
t,he hon. member would not be ono of them; 
he is in his proper pi&< 2. In IV< <tern A us· 
tralia, whc1"0 the rcprcs~niatiYOil have largo 
electorates, they have reduced the number 
of 1\linisters from eight to six. \Vhen we 
take into consichwation the cost of electiom, 
R.o: al Con1missions. a11d the cost of pa-rlia­
mentary government-which I have said is 
a trcwe"ty of common sense-the upkeep of 
Parlimncnt has increased more per capita in 
this State than in a.ny other State in Am. 
tralia. 

A GOYERX:\IEXT :\1E11BER: Ab,olute rot. 

Mr. KERR: I sha.ll prove that. Although 
we are paying snch large sums of money 
we are not getting the efficiency that is 
desirable. The hon, member for Mirani has 
moved his a.mendment for that reason. Here 
are the figures showing the increase per 

[Mr. Kerr. 

npita from 1914 to 1925 for the maintenance 
of th<~ Lo::I;islatiYe Assen1blies in the various 
Si a to"--

Xew South \Ya les 
·vic~orin 
(,lueensland 

. ::'\i o alteration. 
2d. 
1s. 

South Sd. 
\Y c • t • .\ usir~lia 
T8-iinania 

6d. 
10d. 

sun1s of rrwnev 
tit ;.rh on, an~} 

ascertained 
( nc1er:vourod 

rC'Hllts frmu thie. institu­
are secnn'cl to·clav. \Vo 

do YCr\~ \Ve11 ·with a reduction in 
of n1elnbcrs. 

rrhc PRL\flER: \Y(• could Yery ·well do 
without lllt' Oppo~itlon. 

.\ t 5,31 p.m .. 
Tlw C\-1 qH.'JAX n:'3unlcd the- chair. 

~\Ir. T\:EHR: _Although n1cn1bcrs oppositG 
1 hink do \Yithont the' Oppo._ition 
nndt~r "'"· thf_•re is no 
doubt ha,-o kept them in 
c:lwck dav out. The Prc~n1icr 
coul(1 do son1ev of hi3 O\Yll 1nen1bcrs 
n'rv \n•ll. late Pn'rn1or did \vithout 
'-On~e of his ~upporters ·when he- introduced 
proxy Ycting. lf there was no Opposition in 
this l-Iousc, God knovvs \Yhere the country 
\Youh1 g'. t to. ~IinistE~rs then1sc]yc;;; kno\v 
that they haye to consider .-chat the Oppo­
sition will point out to the people in the 
country. iVo arc leaders in thought in a. 
oeme-I "-ill exclude myself. if necessary. 
(Go\·ernmcnt. lattghter.) y,: o represent as 
large a nu1nber of people as the GoYCl'llmcnt. 
Parliarnent is a tra vcsty under cxisr.ing con­
ditions. This Chamber has become merely 
a recording Chamber fcir the various strike 
corrnnittef'"5 ancl for caucus, and does not 
rPprcsent the tn.JC idc.~Is of our great State. 
The hon. JuNnbcr for Mirani. like myself, 
hns b('Cn :-:.ioprwd by the "gag" 111nny times 
as well as by otlwr methods a.dopted in this 
Honse, and •pportunities have been taken 
a\nlv frmu ll:-:; until to-dav we hayc to seek 
dcYiOus waY~ of discu:;s(ng- cr>rtain things 
"·hich v c !~now perfectly '"wili be for the 
benefit of thi'' countrv. If the hon. member 
for Bowcn agr0cs ''"lth free ~pccch, I hope 
that he ·· ill gi I"C his wholeheartecl support 
to the atnc~ldment, and a:si·ct to 1nak·c this 
Cha1nbcr :-.'Jl110thing 1norc in acrorJ \vith the 
rf'quirPn:1cnt'"' a:r;:::1 cksir:· of the p0oplc of 
Queen~ land. 

:\Ir. COLLI:\S (Brnrcn) : iYhml tlw vote is 
taken, the l10n. n1£~n1ber for Enng,gera 1vill 
kno1Y \Ylwre 1be l1 JD. IDC'Inher ftlr Brr,"'en 
~tand~. I ndmit that there is a cliffctencc 
!<Hlay a' compared with the f.·lSt. In tlw 
pa~t \Ye had pi aeticalJy a C'On1n1itv•c of the 
crnploy<'rs or of the capitali-t class sitting 
on this side of the Chamber to regi ter what 
laws shonkl be placccl on the statntr·book. 
I nn1 1villiug- to ad1nit that to soln(' extent 
things an~ ~hanged now, and. instead of a 
committe•' of tiw Employers" Federation sit. 
t.ing on this sid€~~ there is a colnmittE:c of the 
\Yorking-clm_.s 1novemcnt sitting here, and 1ve 
arc placing on the ~+:1tutc-books laws that are 
in the interests of the ma>', of the p0ople. 
I know something about the time of King 
John, to whom the hon. mernbPr for Sanclgate 
refrrred. and also :Magna Charta, and so 
forth. \Y~ all know that for a long time 
in the old countrv a few nobles went to ma.ke 
<>p the House o( Commons and the House of 
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Lord~. \\T e all ln~rny thn.t neoplc had to flo-ht 
d ,.,r,'rn1t~ly to gc:t the h~anChi;;',:_; to enable 
1lwm to t5cud rcln'C','<~ntatiYes to the I--Iousc of 
( \Jn:mon::-. and C'Y{':l to 1'~'prc~ontatin:>: 
1~-·tu thi Lrg i~·tntiYc 

I \\ant to 
tht: ynt(' fnr 

:-'OH1Cthi11g in 1'l 

l:Iar:~ui'd ' and 

YC'Hl' lS 

utt~d li~.;:p" :-:onw 
llo:1. l!lC'nll-wr;-; 

ll\_tndY'l' O.t 

{ ttil'J----~tl~ ! ~hall ro 
I' c it rc;•li-c>d-that Ha•l;•a;·d .. 
ft·-·c to all pc r:-3c-n-. \Yho nwke 
it. 

pu t. 1 nn1 
~hould kno\,-

Pnl"lianH'nL 
c,f lu \"::'l Parliamt'lH 

the ~~wtdding· of public 
!liVJnlH•r-; would it1cn:3 
\Yhich \Yould be t!1c: 
Sb1t.r and Cornnlonv;,·c-thh 

of tho people. it would 
COllCCl'llC'd. 

The hon. n1cn1bcr for Sandgatc con1plai11€'cl 
abonr the l'f'Strirtion of priYilcg0s in Parlia.­
tnent. through the action of the "gao·" fr01n 
t~me to time. \Ye on this side ar0 not rcspon­
~lblc for the- '' gag.n ·whiC'h \Vas in Pxistenc:~ 
long before 'H' took pos-,csoion of the Treasurv 
benches:. and. if the " gag " is i!pplied fror\1 
tlm5~ to hmc. hon. n1ernbcrs op1103ite haYe on1y 
to thank themselvf's for it, because thcv fir~t 
!nt.roduccd tho "gag-." Long before t.hc'work­
Ing das:;ps took possf'ssion of the Trf'asurY 
benches in any conntrv of the -,-odd th·c 
·· gag· " was in cxistenrC. 

I notice that there is an it~m of £550 fc,,. 
"Library Books, Bindin<. and P0ri-Jdicals.'' 
I do not thi11k that is an adequate an1ount 
for a par] ian1cntar~'\r libnu~~y suC'h as \Ye ought. 
to haY('. Tn thc·se davs £550 doe- not <ro ven­
far in tl1t~ pnrcha;:;;e of ne"· books. and e>Parlirl­
mcnt dwuld be quite up to date ;.-it[, modcr_1 
thoug·ht and v ith the dcvclopnwnt in politics 
nn:l :-',;icncc in diff(•rcnt ('OHntrit>, so that hon. 
mcmbero ,;-ill be ;yell informed ;\'h_n th,"\' 

k in debate. As I said before. IY-J nYlV b0 
to u::;e Parlian1cnt. not -onlv as a iav.~~ 

n1Rehinr. bnt also as a n10U.ns of pro11F1 ~ 
and of ('ducatillg the great. pubti.: 

::\h. :\IAX\YELL (To01conq): 
of thC' cun0ndn10nt h." 11H~ hon. fo,· 
Tviirani i~ p0rfectly jus·lfiPd for the argninent, 
adduced by him>df ond the hon. mcmb0r for 
~no ... ;g01;~- puTine; .the dt:bate th_c Secrc.~._a~·. · 
tor 1 nbnr \\ orks srnrl. bv ~~·ay of 111t, rjcct1ort 
that tl-~0 '' ~-<Ht" wr, _, int~·oduCcc1 bv rh~ part5: 
snpporh'cl h:,· hon. nH~n1bc·r~ on this f:.idc, awl 
f.11at. we :neYC'l' a:1ticinat('d that it ,,.-nltld S'IYin.~2; 
h<lck on onr"t'hTr~ in th0 \YD.Y it has done. 
Dnring tlwir orc•1pancv of the Opnosition 
lwnr1H'~ hon. n10mber~ opposite foun-d fault 
with the app]i, ation of the clo-·1rc and the 
treatrncnt thcv were subjected t.o bv hon. 
members now sitting- on this side. ' Th~Y 
ta ll~0cl about the disgraceful nroceeding.s 
whiCh !?ok >;!ace through th<' ~nt-:oductjon 
of the gag. We now see then mconsist.­
ency in perpetuating something which they 

quito ngn·~; 
fallPll front 
b·1 llf' u~l to 

the State by gnntlP~ 
unfortunate vvcek 

that is 
for l•..lirani 

111oving his 

excellence 
of money 
does his 
theY on 
01; tho 
if you 

::\Jr. I arn not nlonc, but 
tJ me it is Y\·ondcrful ho\\- they gra: p the 
mc1ning of what a rnember say::'-, even at 
time'- of lhe 1 cmarks of the Premier. 

\Y c have heard a lot about <'Xpensc,, and 
I \Yquld just like t·o dra\\' thu attention of 
the Committee to the fact that. notwithstand­
ing the size of 011r expenditure. notvvith· 
standing the ;.-eight of taxation which the 
people ha vc to bear, there is no m-idfmce of 
any attempt on the part of :Ministers to 
curtail their own expenses. From the return 
which has been laid on the table I find thac 
the,- total the marvellous sum of £6.100. 

The CHAIK\IAN : Order ! 

Mr. :VfAX\YELL: If I cannot touch upon 
that. I shall content myself with asking 
)Jinisters to tF t.o reduce the burden of 
taxation which 'the people have to boar. 

:\Yr. CORSER (JJurnrtt) : I gupport the 
an1C1H.ln1ent. For some Years it has been 
H'r:;- apparent that the ;,vils of t-he party 
systnn ha .-e become prc.-alcnt throughout 
Australia and c-'pccinlly in Qnpenslancl, and 
have not 1nade for tho good g_oycrnrnent of 
the countr~- or for the improvement of the 
social "'"' illdw.t-rial co:"ditions of the people. 
L:nforh1nnt~l~' the y;ishrs of the pcop1o are 
r~ot V(•nti.laicd by a Govcrnn1ont composed 
~ts this ono is of LaLo!.H representatives. 
l:nfortnnatc,h· tho trnc sentirncnt of t.he 
(~lr>cto:rs~-c:dthuollg'h pc•rhaps cxprc~sed at 
(·;n .""'He- nl:>ctinp> -an) not rcHecteJ in a Yoto 
<'n anv Rill or Gthcr maHcr in Parliament. 
H is ;, maiorit~- of the Go.-erm·· .mt party, 
not a nutjorit:· of mc:rnbt:rs of the I-Iouse. "·ho 
deride c.1ch i::sue. In rr1anv instances a 
mr-n1b0r opposite rnight ngrco 'with members 
on this sido on matters 'lffccting industry 
and the conditions of the people. whether 
in n city or in a count.ry electorate; but a 
Yote fron1 Rurh a men1ber in ~upporting our 
Yic>ws is denied because of the hidebound 
conditions that obtain under the unfnrh,mate 
party sy,tom brought about by Labour in 
politics. To some extent. party politics may 
have advantages, but the extent to which 
party politics has developed and the party 
system has operated in Queensland for & 

Mr. Corser.] 
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number of years has been the means of 
.clci'troving the valuo t-hat thi.::; Cha111ber 111ight 
hnn' been to the State. 

The f'nE.:,llEH: Thf~ Opposition arc respDll­
sil-,!c' fpr that. rrho:;· haV-..: \Ya''·ted ti111e. 

Opposition cannot be 
ot the GoYcrnn1ent 

The Pren1ier kuo\Y8 that un 
':ca'iim;s rcceutlv he askeJ the 

and not s{t at alL The 
t;tJ\" should not push aside any 

i1npo:dane:e JilCrely because 
they tu c;iL \\'e have the whole 

to do our btu;incss, and the 
c<:LllHo·<- Lhuno the (ippvsition for 

1 agree tbat l)arlian1eut has, 
great lost its value as a 

bodv. It unfo1·tunate, never~ 
~ that Parli·'Hlent hts lost 

tlJe -PrcJnier at the open-
to introduce his 

prograrnu1e o,·er all his propos..:d 
Bills to the of ~he 1)[n·1i::'ln:;nt, 1hen 
the \H)l'k emnpleted in a fc \ hours 
and tl1e PXlJd!· c of condu,__ting Parlian1ent 
,~-oulJ br~ ~aYccL could lHty 1nernbers of 
Padimnc11t for for Oll>J day, and 
thl'll the coul~._l retarn to their electorates 
and uu·{·v out their individual \>ork. lt 
would be "better to do t.hat than to pull the 
countl'y'.s leg Ly con1ing hPrc ancl dairr1ing 
that -we are debating l3illf'. Th<: PrPlnicr 
mmt agree that he pulls the people',. legs 
'.Yhen he corn<> hen~ '" ith a Bill and asks 
us ro debate it. Tho matter has <tlready 
been d{~<jJed lY/ caucuS", and hon. men1bers 
oppo,itc arc buu.nrl to support the Bill \rhcthcr 
they like it or not. The ' ishes of the people 
and their representatives are net considered 
at all, but the whip cracks. anrl Government 
members are bound to voto along the lines 
planned for them. They have lo't their 
indi,·iduality and frcedmn of speech within 
their O\','ll party. The amendrnent is ·a 
protest against the system built up by 
.. LdJOur in politics." I protest against the 

·3ystNn because I do not know where it is 
going to lead us. An illustration of the 
futility of Parliament as at present con. 
.ducted was given during the recent strike. 
It "·as ihen made clear that outside this 
Parliament there is another body which is 
tho controlling authority. controlling the 
wishes of the eiected members of l'arliament 
Dn the Government side. That is the body 
which is really governing the cDuntry ID-day, 
but Its members are not being paid as mem­
bers of Parliament. Thank God the Labour 
part.y's term is nearly at an end. The Go­
vernment should be honest with the people 
and say. " \Ve arc going to carry these Bills 
through all in one day. and only charge the 
eDuntry fm· the attendance of members of 
Parliament, who arc here pretending to be 
representing their interest.s, for one day." 
The Gm·ernment arc dominated by a machine 
and by a section Df the people who control 
the whole of the Drganisation of hon. mem­
ber,; oppc.,ite without one thought for the 
goocl of the >Yholo of t.he people. and without 
a single consid<;ration of what is bc't in the 
intneots of the State in which we live. 

l\Ir. FHY (ll.u.rilpa): Before speaking to 
±he amendment I would like to record mv 
. appri•ciation of the work of the officers of 
J'adiamcnt~thosc wirhin the Chambe1· itself, 
.the officers of the library, and also the 
memb"n of the ·' Hans,crd ., staff. \Vo are 
indebted to those officers for the efficiency 
they display. It is true that, if the present 

[Jlr. C01·ser. 

occunants of the varions ofEces Y\'Cro not 
tlt(•rC, d::-.e \'. ouLJ be in their place 
aJ;d tlH~ nutillt~in('d; but thuso who 
r:ow itll positions dt :;rt'YO the Dpprf'cia-
t~on a1~d con~Tatulations of cyer~ holi. r:Jcrn­
bcr for tlH' cfEciencv >Yith \vhich they carry 
out the 1 a,]" allotted to thL•m. It sometimes 

rue tll 1t tho ".E-Ians.:~rd " staff aro 
t ,' so:me1' jng like ::upcrhurnan 
lhe in ·d1ich they record 

• hich arc dcliYcrcd on 
a grl'al r.lte They 

- j' ]oug, and vcr_-, there 
ert·ors in their reports. tho 
for Sou'·h Brisbane saidJ when 

librarian for nn authority {)D a 
within a short time 

_ tr. product: 1nost up-to-
date n-·ailablc in library. It 
i.., rood -;_hut \', ~ ~hould have such offlcc-r.s. 
] do not ,-:l,;.;h to 111nkc the cfflcc'rs on t.ho 
He Jr of the 1-iou e ~Jlush, bnt I :~ay \\·ithout 

fear of ccntradiction thnt nearly every 
i:.; inr1ebtcd to ~Jr .. Bernav.s and his 

as~iAantc:, for 1.hc efficient n1anncr" in \Yhich 
ilH·y pcrfonu thc•ir parliamentary dut.ies. 
(Hear, hear!) 

An HoxocR.\BLE }dJDIBEH: 'l'l1e:r nre the 
lllO::,t cillciL'llt rtaff in Australia. 

:llr. FRY: \"ere· fr c1uontly :11ini5ters have 
dtiirncd tl1e er~ d]t fol' son1cthing \Yhich only 
intcrc~,t, .J them for the moment and 11Iich 
>Yas pokNl into their left ear by an officer. 
I haYo heard some things going on at the 
table when Chairmen of Committees have 
Lecn prompted on some point. 

The CHAIR:IL\:\': Order! Order! Do I 
tmderst.aHd the hon. member io say that he 
has heard tlJii1gs whispered into the oar of 
the Chairnh?n on points -which arose in a 
discussion? 

Mr. FEY: ·what I said wa< that questions 
sometimes arise on which Chairmen of Com­
mittee' hasc been in doubt, and they have 
referred to the Clerk of the l'arliament . 
(Government members dissent.) Do the 
vanons hon. members who have passed 
through that chair deny that what I have 
said is correct! \Yhy these mock heroics? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BI,JC \YORKS: \Vhy? 

Mr. FRY: The hon. gentleman has said 
that it is disorderly to interject, but he 
interjects more than any other hon. member 
on the Goye,·nment benches. The hon. gentle­
man seryed for a perio-d as Chairman of 
Committees. and he lmDws what I ha"Ve said 
to be correct, and every hon. member in the 
Chamber kno\YS it to he correct. I know 
that what I sav is perfectly correct, and 
"Teat credit is due to the officers of this Par­
liament for the way the ceremonial and 
administratiYe part of our business is carried 
out. 

Referring· to the :cmendmcnt, the hon. mem· 
lwr for 13owcn set himeelf out to say that 
his Go,·crnmcnt were not re~pomiblo for the 
'' o·ao _n Thev n'lay 1:ot have been rcspon~ 
,ibleafor lhc {niro<luction of the "gag," but 
it rnust be borne in rnind that sornc years 
ogo an hon. n1en~bcr could stand up in this 
Chamber and talk for txo or three days. 
lt \HLS the boast of some hem. members that 
thev spoke for t\Ycho and thirteen hours . 
llo;l. nwmbcrs opposite haYo gradually 
whit tlcd "'""Y that priYikge; and those 
IYho claim to be tho apostles of free speech 
now nHlke ir irnpoc;;:sib1o for an hon. membei" 
to speak his allotted time, if he so desires. 
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refer pJ,rticularly to tho:-Je 1-vho speak on 
Addres' in Rr;ply. I notice that thirty­

n1elnhC'r:; spckc on the Address in 
1rhen thn time expired. If anot.hcr 

dc:?ircd to speak, he vvas unable 
of tlu expiration of time. 

In \Ye haY·O hon. raen1bt1 l'S oppo-
;;:itc ~upporting the '·gag," and sa:'ing that 
Loll. rncn1ber~ o!l tbi:-l 11ido \Y~ rP l'~'-ponsiblc 
for the 1ntroc1u('tion of tb~ '' ga.g.n In all 

thP hon. niCm bc:r for Bo-..Ycn ' .. ill 
ihP rn::1n \d)o lll1rocluc.cd 

resrwn~lble for any hnnn -don(' 
Th~· rnan 1-vho introduces n 

iblc for the 1nanncr in 
the hands 

pPr ou or a 
H;;r·fu1; but 
nuiccrat- J, \Yho 
on nHLY be a ycr:~ dangerous 

TlJ,. CH cUH:\L\2'\: Order ! I remind the 
lllC'JEbcr thnt a di::;cus::'ion on iho prin-
~A r~pplic :tion .of the "gag" \viH 

be in r:rhc Speaker a nr1 the 
man of Com··1itlees bv the 
Ordc:·. a ppui ntcd the · of \Yhclhcr a. 
qnc.-t ion ha' been debated, and 

after has hceu 
a :!'('flection on 1 ofT\cia1s. 

s tltero i~ a d ircct 1not i na i hat. the 
rnlir:p· of t.lw Sp0nkcr or tho Ch~Lirn1an of 
Cmnwiii0r·1, b0 'f1jsa11o\V(~d. I {'Etllnot pcnnit 
-: dl~cu.-.s1on upon that qu<.htion. 

J\Ir. FRY: I thank ~-ou for your r'<plana­
tion. Mr. l'ollock. \Y c sec from the business­
shed of to-da,:1· how this As>C"mbly is acting·. 
It preycnt:' tl1n discussion of this 1notion 
standing in the name of the hon. member for 
Enoggcra-

" That. in the opinion of this House, 
it is desirable to amend the Act dealing 
with worker·.' dwellings by subst.antiallv 
liberalising- the total deposit considera­
tion and in other particulars. Further, 
that this is necessary because of the 
prcscnt house shortage and the inade­
quate housing, having in mind that it 
is one of the foremost requirements of 
every family to own their own home." 

That has been wiped out by the curtail­
·ment of private members' day, but on the 
same paper wo have this motion, which is in 
the charge of an hon. member on the other 
side. the hon. member for Merthyr, and is 

·coming before Parliament. for discussion. 
"Comideration in Committee of the 

desira blcll(o55 of intro-ducing a Bill to 
amend the Bank of New South \Vales 
Act Amendment Act of 1864, and for 
other incidental purposes." 

f7.0 p.m.] 

?11r. G. P. BAHNES (Trarwirk): I am 
plea~cd to note that the librarian has 
received som0 con;:,ideration. It would be 
difficnlt indeed to find a more faithful ser­
Yant ot· one more ca.pablP to fulfil his 
duties than :!.Ir. Murray. \Ye neYN apneal 
to hi!n in vair~. and in sP·rving nJPrnber:::, of 
Parlia rncnt who, in turn, aro servants of the 
c·o.uni ry, ho is :::crYing the country in a very 
\Yiflr SCTif·.~. 

\\'"hat I h::tvo sai(1 in regard to the 
librarian applic-q to th0 c~traordinnry fme 
servants \\"O have in tb0 reporting staff. 
\\'hilst mPmbcrs of Padiament are very 
mnch conccrnr·d indeed that tfH'v should be 

·faithfully reporll'd, it seems to i:ne that the 

outsido too, vvho are extrcrncly 
anxious ~ for the fullest inforn1a-
i ion, arc faithful H'rYi('e as a 
r~~sult of ·, h0 accnn1te reports giYen to then1 
of the pccdH-, nwdc by hon. nlCDlbcrs. At 
tinlf'S tht) ordPr in the IIou~0 is not as ~;ood 
fl:;; j' n1lghl· bf'-I n;n y,•r.v plpas0d that you. 

Pollork, an .. ' rnaking a Yt:ry ftnc aticn1pt 
nwt1c:r~-o.:.H' \Yonders how .so 

gi y: n hy the l'('l10rtcrs 
via d. 1 hncforc, that 
n at'knowl0d[wd. I 

bo. forth­
to the item. 
other Printing·. Tr-lcgran1s, 

h:.'' I notice th~t there is et 
of £1.000 in ttus itcrn, \d1ich 

r.H):l'(.' th::; 11 COYi'l'S the {' ClllOlU-

H!C'Tlt:-3 t1u1t ih_; oiTirt'rs nrP 

think r.n ·ul~Je;·s of this Comn1itt0'"' should 
;::b·on:~· IHolc :t in n'g<1rd to the \Vay 
Di!h--

T1tc CT-1:.\_ IEl'.L\i\: Ordc·r! 
>r,r. G. P L".H:'\ES: T thonght tlmt I 

at this jnnetur0. ns wo 
the Yotc for tlw Lc-"islatiYe 

statin2" that insufficiri:t t1ute 
the C'Ol;~idcration of Bills. In 

Tr;;;pc<'t 1ncn1bcr.;; an~ St'rYt~d with scant 
Yerv frrouontlv Bills arc thrown 

o1~c on top ~f th'{, other, and hon. 
n1Clllbr1·s find that the·~ llaYP "..:carcclv tin1e 
to .;can them. y,,,.,. frequently. too, the 
Bill~ i11troc'uccd aro alnPnC!n1l'nts of Acts, 
and it is a 1natt0r not only of reading the 
Bill. but of rcfC>ning to those Acts in order 
1o b0 rig-l1t!:v informr~r1 in rP~:.Inl to then1, 
nncl na1ut'alJy there is :'onlc ilLtification for 
thP .. rrwndJHC.•nt n10YPr1. h..,~ th~~ hon. 1ncn1ber 
for ~11acka~·. The eond,;ct of tlw proceed­
ings of th0 Chamber ancl the efforts that 
arc 1nadc in the direction o£ -,ecuring 
discipline meet with my full approval. I 
haYc no objection to make so long as fair­
ness is rneted ont. eYenly and impartially, 
and I think that is the ea'" with regard to 
1 hE' nresont Speaker and Chairn1an. 

.,. 2\Ir. S\VAY::\'E (Jlirani): The hon. member 
fDr Enog·gera referred to the fact that under 
the present caucus syst.em the freedom of 
action of hon. members is interfered with. 
When an hon. member is elected he should 
come here \l'ith a free hand, apart from any 
pledges he may have made in regard to the 
party platform he is supporting, to do whnt 
he thinks is right and just in the interests 
of his electors; but, owing to the extreme 
length to which the caucus system has gone 
on the Government side. that is not the case. 
Slightly over one-fourth of the members of 
the House \\'hen party numbers are very 
close can predominate over the whole. 
Take the present p0sition of parties in illm­
tra tion of this. There are forty-three mem­
bers on the Government side, who can b·c 
divided into twenty-two and twenty-one, and 
under the system in operation the twenty-tw'.) 
cnn cntirolv control the whole House. Th,, 
twenty-one may hold d iffercnt opinions to the 
twrmtv-two. but when the mattrr is settled 
in caucus thev come into the House tied down 
to the opinions of the twenty-two., Tho 
hYent:v-nin(' Orposjtion n1en1bers may be per~ 
fc>ctlv in accord with the vimvs of the twenty­
one members referred to, but the latter having· 
fir: 1 bc,'n ovnrrn1cd b"""l tbc hn,ntv-two n1eln­
brrs in cuneus have to abide by the decision 
errived at outside Parliament; so that, under 
the extrernc party sy:.c:tcm now in vogue, it 

ltlr. Swayne.] 
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is quite pos,iblc for the twenty-two mem­
bers referred to to control the other fifty 
members. I do not think the electors realise 
to what extent the party s3 sL1n has gone. 
In rnv opinion nutn should cornc to 
Parli:iment free to what he thinks is right 
and j usr accordi11g to his O"\VU conscience and 
in the interests of those he represents. I 
know that under the party s:'i'·~rcn1 such a 
,!ate of things hn,s not prevn,ilcd for m_any 
o·cncr8tions in anv Parliatncnt, but I consrdcr 
that the extreme. \Yhich obtains 

caucu~, 

bv which all the 
Obliged to abith; 
by the majorit,\' 

the best interlsts 
vnn'''"q''"t ···nd tbe \YOrst of the people they 

PxaLJple '\VD have yet 
that '' e on this side 

F:aid 

not i he same cast 
\Yith hon. rncmLl'rs 

nar1l:nnentnrv life 
j Inc;~nbors 

party or untry 
O\Yn d i cretion 

~Ianv i.n~tances 
have Yoted ~vith bon. opposi~e 

nartY but I do not rcrncm bcr on·3 
' ~,;.hPrc, no n1attcr what hi:-; 

were) ono hon. rncmber oppo~ite h11::; 
ag-ain:::t his part.~v, although I happen 

to kno\v ca~cs in \:\:hlch tnornbcrs on the otht .... r 
~i-de have thouEiht. t.hcir party was \Vron~. 
Carr~Ying the party p-overnment .s.vst.C'm !o 
~uch an ext-reme is \Yrong and not 1n the be;;;t 
intcruts of the people. 

The wav in which discission has been 
" gagrred". has also bP"-:.n rnentioncd. 'Yi~hout 
intending- an:: r~fkchon on the Cnarr, I 
should like to make n,n answer to those who 
sav in rep!:-·, "You fir,t passed the Standing 
or:der which allowed the ' gag ' to be 
applied." It did emanate from the old 
Liberal pa<ty. but I would like to point 
out that previonsly I have sat here for 
several hours listening to one speech. and 
I do think that some limit to that kind of 
thing was ncce,e 'l'Y· I think I am safe in 
sn,ying. bowc,·er, that neither the Nationalist 
nor the Country party wonld ha,ve thought 
of n1ovlng the " gag " until at any rate 
a cmestion had been deba.tcd. \Ye know that 
that practic'' hes been followed over and over 
again by hon. members opposite. 

The CHAIRI\IAN: Order! 

Mr. RW A Y!\E : I am speaking now of 
the h lCler of tho House. Over and over 
again he has moved the motion n,nd the 
question ha.s been put vvithout dlscusBion, 
and I think that a practioP like that makes 
efficient parliamentary deliberation impos­
sible. 

I am glad to know that during the dic-;;us­
sion several rcf0rences have been made to 
the way in which legislation has been rnshed 
through without proper time for debate, and 
that contention is emphasised by the many 
cases which have come to light of defects in 
our lawJ caused through that practice. 
Formerly it did not matter so much. There 
"as an Upper House-A House of Review­
and the number of mistakes we have dis­
covered in recent legislation would justify 
the reinstitution of the Upper House as a 
House of Review. Seeing there is only one 
Chamber and that the whole responsibility 
for _m";king laws at p1:e~cn~ devolves upon 
us,_ rt 1s all the more 1mqmtous that legis­
la t10n should be rushed through without 

[ ,lfr. Swayne. 

proper discussion. Kor do I think that our 
intere.st- should be sacril1ced to party 
interests in the C'olTI111011\VC'alth arena.~ 
To-day \YC' have conlnlcnccd doing bvo days 
in one, or r-ight days' work in four. That 
is not conduciYe to a proper consideration 
of the Yo.rious questions vvhich crop up in 
the Honse or in C01nmittcc. Furthern1ore, 
although they called double dn,ye. they 
a.r~ not such as we had when Parlia-

daylight sittings. At the. 
session we sat fron1 10.30 

p.m., with an hour interval, 
rnaking even hours in all. No;\-. \Ye con1-
1TH'llCC rrt 10.30 a.m. and the first" dav" ends 
a-t 4 0

1clock, with an interval of 01;c hour, 
Ol' five anrl' a-half in all. After 4 
o'clock, we sit till 10 

or five hours 
each The 

ha YC b;-•c'11 amp1~v 
·dic.:cu3..;ion ill H1c\·ing the 

}h. :\lO(ll-tE (.<lubign,'/): \Yhcn the present 
Pn'1nie1· decided to introduc<') da.Y sittings 
he charact.crjscd night sittings as a bar­
barous mc·thod in which to conduct the 
business of the countrv. I do not know 
how he describes the method of sitting both 
during the day and night. 

Thc_PTIE:\IIER: You raised no objection at 
the t-ime. 

Mr. :HOORE: \Vo were in an unfortunate 
position. The Financial Statement was to 
be discussed, and we knew that after a cer­
lain time the closure \Vas to be applied. 
If we had spent a considerable time object-ing 
to the inclusion of two days in one we would 
have had to curtail our discussion on the 
Financial Statement. ',Vo had to cl1oose the 
lesser Df the two evils. It does not say 
that. became we neglectr,d at that time to 
object, wP necessarily agreed with the inno­
vation. The Parliament of New South \Vales 
has considered the business of Parliament 
more important than the Federal campaign 
and has refused to adjourn. Parliament 
should look after the business of the country, 
:cncl no one can say that the business of the 
countrv is to be effcctivelv carried out bv 
.ittingc long hours and n'ishing legislatio;1 
through in the way it has been rushed here. 

I dccire t-o refer to a statement in the 
" Dailv Standard " which I think reflects 
m• the. charnctcn of hon. members. I would 
like to know whether there is anything in 
the tTterncnt 1vhich is n1a.dP, In reporting 
the proceedings of the Alderley branch of 
the Aust-ralian Ln,bour party_ it says-

'( .A n1otion was carried that a.nv com­
mission received b\· m,,mbers of Parlia­
murt for negot-iating loans for the country 
be donated to the fighting funds of the 
part~·." 

There must be some reason for a motion 
like t-hat being passed by an Australian 
Labour party. 

The PnDflER: \Vhat reason do you sug­
gest? 

Mr. MOORE: I suppose they have somer 
inside knowledge that commission has been. 
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received bv certain members of Parliament, 
and it has 'been put to other use. 

J.i1·. COLLIXS: Innuendo again. 

:;<.Ir :i\IOORG: Is there any innuendo in 
statcnwnt published in Labour's 

? I kno1v JJothing about these 
and, \Yhen l ,•ec a statc1nent 

that 11ublished iu a paper, I prcsnmo 
the Australian Labour party has some 

k11ohlPJgc 1vhich i1Jducl's it to pass 
a n1otion. 

.:\lr. For_~:y: There n1ust be a few " IYhito 
anr.s '' in that Australian Labour party. 

:JIOOTI.E: 
branch ha a pretty 
knn\rlcdgl'' af Labour 

ILOYD : It is a bogus .... ;\ustralian 
party. 

)__::_·. ~IOURE: Thi ,'i-~ls publid1ed in the 
J b 1h~ Standard," IYhich has the Labour 

badge~ at the top· of the publication. It is 
7,ni~ed by the Quec11sland Central Execu~ 

The report goes on to state-
,, c\ letter from the Queensland Central 

Exrcntivc requcst.ing all nwinbers of Aus­
Labour party branches to sign 

declaring that they arc not 
of the Conu11unistic party 'va-:: 

dcah \Yith, anJ it \\'as resolved, 'Rccog-
ni~in~ that all pledges previously signed 

t·reatcd .::s. s~raps of paper, 1ncmber.s 
this branch have no objection to 

~igning a ph,dge relating to COrrnnu~m, 
and will obsnrvo it in the same spirit 
as Parliamentarians observe pledges 
signed by them.'., 

That is a ra thcr extraordinary statement. 
\Ye have had it st-ated here that members 
of Parliament have to sign certain pledges 
and they adopt a certain course irrespective 
of \Yh{_:;ther it coincides with their opinions 
or not. Hero arc have the Alderley branch 
of tbe Australian Labour part·\' saying that 
they are prepared to keep the pledge in 
the same v ay as members of Parliament keep 
theirs. This is rather a drastic statement 
to come from a Labour organisation. It is 
just· as well that members of other Australian 
'Labour party branches should prove or refute 
"'"eh statements, which are of a most damag­
ing- c-haracter. I would like to have some 
statement from the Government as to where 
thc~e comn1issions to mcn1bers of Parliament. 
han~ o;onc in tho past. if thev were not 
donat~d to ihe fighting funds. If any com­
mi•·,ion_ "·ere r·eceived. thcv shonid have 
lwcn paid into 1 ho Tr0asm ·This is a most 
definite staknwnt. and is of such a damaging 
characl0r eomething should bo said in 
refutation of or some statement published 
in the Press t.o sa\· that the branch was 
misinformed. \Yhcn' I go into my electorate, 
I mav bo asked what I have done with these 
f"Onlniission~. It I say I did not receive any, 
rt1)-- cl eel nr-, will "\vant to know who has 
got mv "cut.." (Laughter.} "\s this state­
ment ap]><rars in the ofncial organ of the 
La botn party, son1e cxplana tion is 'varranted 
before Hw vote goes through. 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. N. Gillies, 
F"rtrlw m) : I do not consider the statements 
of the lc-,der of t·he Opposition of any 
importance, but, if it \vill satisfy him, he 
eau have n1v assuJ·ancc that no con1missions 
are paid to' anv member of this party in 
connection with· tho flotation of loans. 

Mr. VowLES: How do you know? 

Question-That o£23,254 only (Jlr. Szc-:yne's 
amen1lment) be granted-put; and the Com­
miitce divided:-

Mr. Barnes, G. P 
Brand 
Clayton 
Corser 

" Elphinstone 
Kclso 
Kerr 

, King 
" Logan 

.AYES, 17, 
Mr. axwell 

Moo re 
"l'for ·an 
Hoh~rt; 
f:lizer 
Swa~,·ne 

,, \ow'ks 
\Vnrren 

11ellers · Mr. Kelso and Ylr. SiZJ1'. 

?\ ES, 
,,-

J[r. Barber )fr. I-I an son 

" 

" 

Bertram .. 
Bruce ,. 
Bnlcock 
Carter 
Coli ins 
Cooper,\\'. 
Dash 
Farrell 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Gilday 

" Gillies 
Glulson ,. 

Tellers: )le. Da~h an cl 

P.un::-, 
A YE'~. 

).fr. Rwne..:, \Y. I!. 
Ta..,lnr 
Ap.pel 

, Deacon 
]~Qwards 

.. Walker 

Hyuos 
Kirwan 
Lnnd 
J_,a.rcomlle 
:.kwclyn 
Uoyd 
l\Juflan 
Payne 
Rionlan 
Smith 
"\Vrllington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 
~It·. Foley. 

X or.-.:. 
:\1r. iYright 

ConroY 
, Stopf0rd 
.. Cooper, F. A. 
, :::fartley 
, Bedford 

Resoh·cd in the negatiYo. 
l\Ir. ELPHf;\i"STONE (Oxl.--y) : I sec that 

on this vote there is an item " Empire Paf­
liamentarv Association-Contribution towards 
Cost of Publications-£100." This appeared 
on the Estimates for the first occasion last 
vr:ar, and vou 1nav rcmmnbC'r, sir. that during 
the last session of Parliament we held a meet­
ing in Parliament House and expre"cd t.h~ 
desire to form a bran<"h of the Empn-e Parlm­
nlentary· A~sociation, in connection "vvith whi.r::h 
this vote of £100 is for litornturc. I should 
h' g-lad if the Premier wo _: ld give us somo 
inforn1ation as to ·what has happt•ne2 to t.hnt 
prorwsed branch of the assoclntion. Pe_r· 
smnllv. as the ex-Premier, l\[r. Thcodorc. d1d 
at the. time. I attach on it" a lot of importance 
to t h" formation of the branch in making n 
link in t~c Yarious padiamentaT_v associ; tim~s 
throu_g-hout the Empire. Lii·protqr(' comes io 
hon. nwmbcrs rco;ularlv. and I for· onL would 
he g-]ad to hear from the Premier whether 
an:;-thing has h:1ppencd in that regard. 

The PRE;\HER (Hon. \Y. X. Gillies. 
Frtrhrlml: I assnro hon. members that tl10 
matt'r has not coon D\·erlook0d. Onl:v a 
cmlnlc of flav5\ ago I di~cus:;;cd th-• n1atter 
11ith the Spcn ko1·." and it is proposed to call 
a me0t i11g· to carry tho matter u. stage ftuther. 

Hem (Legislative Assembly) agreed to. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
PRnHF.R AXD CHIEF SECRETARY-CHFF OFFICE. 

Tht' PREI\IIER (:c-Ion. \Y. N. Giilies, 
Encha m) : I beg to move-

" That £13.190 be granted for 'Chief 
Office-Promi"r and Chief Secretary's 
l)enartment.' " 

This y~te showa an increase of £913, which 
is made up of increases in salariPc<. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett}: I would like to 
draw t,he Premier's attention to the method 
of appointing justices of the peace through· 

Mr. CorMr.] 
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out the State. I ropre'ent a district where 
hundreds of 11ew sottlPrs arc being placed 
on la,nd adjacent lo railway proposals run· 
ning out 160 to 150 mi [,•s from Rannes and 
60 fr01n I\1onto, and in that large area 
na tura1lv great incon-n:~niencc·-' an~ suf­
fen''cl b;· ~PtdPrs l.~:ho v;:]sh to ~ign p ·.per~ 
or rnak· applicalious to the Agricultural 
Ba.nk if thPro are no justices of the 
available throughout the area. It js 
in exceptional circumstance's that lOO now 

arc placed in an area within a fevr 
alld it is impossible to moot theil" 

in the matter of justice:::; of tho 
representative is 
rnen for appoint­

It is claimed that 
a qnartcr aro .~ufficicnt 

\ Lut, \Yhcn you haYC 
settled 1:· new people, 

in these rna.tters, 
it is to fullil all requirements in 
that a.rca rrs ~veil as provide the necessities 
in the older districts il one i,s limited to 
trrcc. no1ninati.on~ a qna;ter. I find, to'?, 
b1at 111 sou1e Insutnces w.nen I have nom1· 
nated llftcon residents in this arc:, through 
the Local l'roducers' "\'sociation onlv one 
of these has been appointed by the 'Chief 
Secretary's Department and poesiblv two 
haYc been appointed fron1 older distriCts and 
to\vns vvh~_'re they <HC cl-rtainlv not so 
urg·cntly re.quircd, and, on tup o£ 'that, there 
are probably tbrec political appointrr1cnts at 
the rcqurst of Labour organi~ation in the 
{li~trict. I \vant to protest against 1he harcl­
fhip that. tbc."'e nc·.\· scttlen, al'C' enclurino· 
t.hro~gh the n1cn I haye non1inatecl not bein~­
appomted, when wo know that industrialists 
can have appointnK'llt"3 mude throucrh the 
lo.crtl Labour organisations in centresb whore 
there a re enough justices of the peace 
already. I end ea 1·oured to secure the assist­
anc·e of the Secretarv for Public Lands in 
this n~gard when h~ \Vas acting as Chief 
Scnctary, and on 6th July last I wrote tD 
the Under Secretary, Chief Secretary's 
Department, in answer to a question as to 
whe~her I had any obj·ection to two mor0 
nommees of the Labour organisation. From 
fifteen to eighteen nominations have been 
sent in from these new areas by local pro­
ducers' associations, yet industrial organisa­
tions can nominat·e men from towns and have 
them appointed in a couple of wceb. This 
is my answer to the Chic( Secretarv·s Depart­
ment. and it is self-explanatory_: 

" The L n.der Secretary, 
Chief Secretary's Department, 

Brisbane. 
"To-dav I have Yours of the 4th 

instant i1;forming me' that :\fr. -- of 
-- has been recommended for appoint­
ment as a justice of the peace and ask. 
ing if I have any objection. 

"I do object for the reason that several 
L.P c\'s in the Lppcr Burnelt and Cal­
lidc hayc a~kcd rne to non1inatc certain 
of their members. J\Iam· of these have 
been nominated by me months ago and 
not yet appointed. Some L.P . .A.'s who 
wrote you direct were informc·d they 
1nuRt secure non1ination through their 
State n10mbcr. TJ1is is the treatn1ent 
met.cd out to L.P.A.'s, and thLv naturailv 
rc•ent t!1'' pr?fe_renc0 given to politictil 
n_ominabons snnilar to th(' one in ques~ 
tlon. _I was ;1ot asked by your Depart. 
mcnt 1f I obJected to the L.P.A. nomi­
nations. 

[1llr. Corser. 

" About bYo -weeks ago I suggested to 
the Mini~tCl' for Lands, \Yho was at tho 
time A< hng Chief Secretary, that these 
L.l'.A. nominees of tlw Calli.do and 

Bmnett bo put i hrough by the 
Cn·.·nrn~r. • HR it WClS itnposs]blc for LlB 

tJ secure ibeir appointment \Yith 1ny 
right _ 'S a priyate n1Cn1be1' ]iinitl d to 
•hrce )et the ::\Iinistcr's 

of no1ninutions 
a1·c to put 

qnartcr. arc a natural 
to the settlement and should 

in the schcn1e. 

"='io dcmbt my 
not pach 

I an1 asking abont is 
has been donc• befm:c. I oppose any 

nmEinations ti!l the L.P .. \. non1inations 
are UT)DOint·Cd. rJ.lheru \\2l'D then and are 

· ' in that area who have no 
o£ ih::_•nl, and I atn 

for then1 at the 
L.P . ..:\'s. 

''Yours faithfully, 
"BEHNARD H. CORSEH." 

At the bst qunrterly revision I secured three 
norninat.ions, but unfortunatci.v uon(~ of tho 
JJ'l.ITICS rere pnt· through. I \Vonld dra\Y tho 
attention of the Chid Sccretrtry to the 
urgent ncces~ity of granting this ordinary 
con,~enienc(~ to the f:ettlcr-;; " ho lHlYC been 
placed in large numbers in the Upp<'r Bur­
nett. I a·k that the assist·mc 2 which these 
jn.;;,f?i'cf'" of t lJP peace could give should be 
at once provided. The only nominations 
thJt hav-e be, n submitted by me to the Chief 
Secn•!ary's Department are from the local 
producers' associations in the area, and I 
naturallv res·~nt Labour nominees being 
appointed at the reqne't of Labour organisers 
from time to time while the nominations of 
the settlers are pushed aside. 

::\Ir. YIORGA~ (Jiurilla): Other hon. 
members on this side hav-e a similar com­
plaint to that made by the hon. member for 
Burnett. There was a case recently where 
a 11- orkers' political organisation in my 
electorate nominated no less than six men, 
and the whole six were appointed in one 
list. while the member of Parliament for the 
district is limited to three. The workers' 
political organisation-which is an insignifi­
cant institution-could nominate six men and 
get the appointments put through at one 
time. The local producers' association or 
the council endertYmued to nominate people. 
but their nominations were refused, and they 
\Ycre told thrtt anv nominations should come 
through the member for the district. That 
was a proper answer to give to the local 
producers' associa(.ion or the district council, 
but. why is not similar action taken in connec­
tion with Labour political organisations? I 
feel sure that, if the political organisations, 
independent of those supporting the Govern. 
ment party, made recommendation, they 
would be told that tho nominations must 
come throug"h the ordinary channel, but the 
v;,-orkcrs' po1iticLll organisations are not told 
that. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR AGRICTLT1cRE: There 
is no such bod·- ac, a \mrker~· political 
organisatjon llO"\Y. 

1\Ir. :\10RGA::'\: If tho Labour party were 
not in po,ver, and \YC had fln organisation 
in connection with thC' Country part.v 
throughout the State, a complaint would be 
made if those organisations wero allowed tD 
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nmninate indiscri1ninately, as the \Vorkers' 
political organisations arc allowed to ·do. 
If hon. members opposite were sitting in 
opposition, the;· would object strenuously to 
the occunence o£ such thmgs. 

I would also like to as\ the Premier a 
que,tion in regard to his expenses, parh· 
ctllars of which were tabled this sessiOn. His 
ocpcnses were :-Allowances, £206; hotel 
expenses, £218; car hire and incidentals, 
£303; total. £728. I would like to know 
w hethcr he drew ·an allO\Yance OYer and 
above his salary and hotel expenses and 
motor-tdi' hire when he was engaged in the 
electoral contest lately in ;\;cw South \Vales 
when he "as as .. isting his brother as well as 
other Labour candiclates. It is only right 
thn,t hon. nwmbcrs shonld know. I am Yer.)' 
pleased to kno,·: that after many years we 
ha vc succeeded iu getting an account of 
ministerial tran:>lling e:.penses tabled each 
year. I do not carf· 1.',hich partJ is in po·\·cr, 
we have a right and the public have a right 
to know how much ha> been expended by 
:\linisters in the dischargr of their public 
duties, and ·those .expenses ought to be 
audited b~ the Auditm-Gcneral, and. 1f 
members so desire, the vouchers should bo 
phtced on the table. 

Th<:> SEcm:TARY FOR PcnLIC "\\"aRKS: That is 
a reflection on the A nditor .. GeneraL 

:\Ir. MOHGA X: It may be, but does he 
make a 1·eport on 111inisterial cx:penS€3? 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC "\\' ORK'l : Of 
com·se he does. 

Mr. MORGA).J: He does not. 

The SECRET\RY FOR PCBLIC IYORKS: He 
does so. 

Mr. :\iORGA:'\: Does he eeport to tho 
House or to ?vlinisters? I have not r,een his 
report, and I have yet to learn that there 
is such a report in connection with these 
expenses. I quite agree that, when :Ministers 
tra,·el through the State they are entitled 
to hotel expense•. legitimately incurred. Vi" e 
on this side recognise that, but those 
expenses should not be hidden from the tax· 
payers, who have to meet them. No lYlinistor 
who has nothing to hide and :has not received 
money " under the cush" need fear to expose 
the facts to the light of day. 

Hon. \V. B~RTRAl\I: You know that the 
Auditor-General audits every account. 

Mr. lVIORCL\N: I do not know whether the 
hon. gentl0man kno·,,-, anything about it 
any moro than anybod? else. He has a lot 
to say about these matters. but he is not 
in the chair, but is occupying the seat of 
an ordinarv n1en1ber. and he cannot D0"'-1' call 
JYH' to orcl~r. \Vhethcr the Auditor-General 
oxanJines these -ranchers or not, I dofy tho 
hon. gentleman to show me "·here he has 
rnaclc reft11' .:nee to thon1 in llis repol't. 

The PnE~JTEH : There 1s 11o occasion to 
rnakc rcfC'rf''lCe to thr~m. 

l\fr. :\JOHGA::\~: 'Ybat Js tho good of say. 
ing that? 

The S~CHEHRY FOR Pt"LLJO Y.'ORKS: Ho 
made rcfcrcnc<O to the 1912 expenditure by 
the Denharn GoYernn1ent. 

The CH.AIR:'.r \:'i": Order! 

M1·. :\IORGAI\: I have ah' ctys br,en open­
minded on these matters. If a Minister is 
drawing them legitimately, I lu:ve no objec­
tion to make; but we have a nght to know 

just how they have been incurred, and in 
some cases-although we have not been able 
to prove it-we have had suspicions. No 
doubt when hon. members opposite were 
sitting over here, they were suspicious that 
the expensc9 in some instances were not legi­
limateh incurred. I do not hold a brief 
for pr,;vious Ministers or say that they in· 
cm·recl only legitimate expenses. I know 
cases in which they did not, and l am sorry 
to have to say it; but simply because expenses 
wore illegitimately incurred by previous 
l\1inisters that is no justification for hiding 
the expenses of Ministers of to-day, and the 
sooner we know defmitelv how and for what 
reason these expenses ha ~e been incurred the 
better it will be for all nnccrnecl. If the 
Premier drew expenses wlwn he was dec· 
tion0ering in :\ cw Bouth \Y :des it was an 
illegitimate use of public fnnds. and he 
ought to be made to refund tlic· money. 

A Minister "·ho uses public funds for his 
own purpose OI' uses them for entertaining 
people v ho havo no right to be entertained, 
or for .paying a candidate's expenses which 
otlwrwiso. would have to bo paid by his 
orgam'atwn. should be pros< ~nted, and, if 
llf'CC:-5Sary, trE--ated as an ordinary cri1ninaJ, 
for he is really a pickpocket taking money 
out of the coffer of the State, and is nothing 
nwrc or less than a corrunon cri1ninal. I an1 
pleased to say that the ex-Premier was the' 
ftrst :\Iinister h disclose his expenses, ancl 
navY that the systc1n Df disclosing ministerial 
expemes to Parliament each Year has been 
instituted. I hope that it will continue for the 
future. Ministers have a rig·ht to travel into 
the country so that country people may intee­
,·iew them and so that :\1inisters may know 
the conditions under which country people 
live, and, when they are asked to disclose 
their expenses, there should be no desire to 
hide anything. The whole matter should be 
openly disclosed and, if necessary, th< 
vouchers ~hould be laid on the table of thcJ 
House so that hon. members can judge £or 
thcmsch·es whether the expenditure has been 
justifiably incurred. 

::Vlr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I sincerely hope 
that the time will arrive when the Ministe1·s 
in their own interests, when asked in respect 
of their expenditure, will do what directors 
of companies do when requested by shar•l· 
holders, and will place all their cards on th2 
table. If they do that, they will not be 
open to suspicion. 

The question of the appointment of justices 
of the pearc has been mentioned. In that 
connection I desir8 to empha <ise the ren1arks 
of the hon. member for Burnett. I speak 
ratlwr feelingly on the snbject because I have 
had the same experience a< he has had. 
Dnring the la~t f:H's-,ion I bad ocrasion to 
.mswei· a letter sent to me bv the Chief :'\ecre-
1-<ny's Dcpartn1cnt asking i{ I hurl <:Lll.\7 objnc­
tion to thl'cc persons being appniutec1 to the. 
rommi"ion of the peace. I replied asking the 
Chid Sccrntar·· for the name of the person 

who had nominated thcn1-I h:Hl 
I fonncl that thev hatl been nomi­

lw iho local Austrnlian L<.bour party. 
the Anstralian Labour pa•·ty consistccl 

of <' g-entleman named J oscph Sil vor Gollin£;s. 
lln hrcl bc'3n touring 111:v elc{;torDto m:; A. 

po]itic.'l 0rganiser distributi~·~· politicc1J 
fayours in th-e form -of "I will np11oint ~lOLl 
<1 jnstl!'c of the prace." The individual's 
ehe't hcr.:an to sw0!1 out when he knew thnt 
he was to he placed in that very questionable 
position of honour. I knew only one of thn 

JJf.r. Vowles.] 
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three persons nominated, and my reply to 
the departrn"nt is on record. I could not 
say whether the gentleman I knew was men­
tally fit for the position, and I told tho 
department so. The fact remains that certain 
nominations that were made by what are 
supposed to be non-political bodies in my 
district-I refer to the Local Producers' Asso­
ciations-have been ig·nored. In certain towns 
where there is a changing population, ani! 
where a numlwr of justices of the peace com.o 
and go, and \Yhoro thoro is a scarcity of thost.~ 
gentlemen, mch towns have not been honoured 
by the department. 

I asked onlr: r0centlv whv ono verY 
•estimable ;;ocrso~ had not been' put on the 
list, and I was informed that he had been 
placPd in th0 background b0cause three 
nominations had already bc•en gazetted. 
\Yhen there are not sufficient just.ices of the 
peacP in the ddrid I do not see why, 
becansc a politic a! organisf'r comes along 
and distrilmics political fayours in one 
localitv, the rest of the electors should be 
depriv0d uf Yery necessary ap11ointn1ents. I 
neYcr make a nomination unlPss I an1 asked, 
and jnvariabl~v the request cmnes. from an 
inspector of the State Insural1f'(' Du}Vt'rtn1cni: 
or some- nublic officer in the district-usuallv 
a Cro\vri Lnnds rangcr-aud the appoinr 
n1cnt is de ::>irr'd to serve re tnote centres of 
population '''li0re signature:; arc required 
to be- witnessed. That hard-and-fast rule of 
appointing- three justices of the peace should 
be ov0rlookcd \Yhon requests come from 
publi<: officers and the nominees will serve 
the district. I trust that the little discus­
f'ion \Ve have had 011 thi:- rnattc1~ vviii bear 
frnit, and that all political nominations will 
con1n to hon. n1cn1bcrs in the ordinarv course 
of aJiairs. Other appointmeuts have. as a 
matter of courtesy, to come through the 
member, but in certain cases, if the Labour 
polit.iral organiser desires an appointment 
and a nomination comes from headquarters, 
it is honoured. The member is ccrtainlv 
asked whether he objects to the appointment, 
but I do not know if an hon. member has 
objected in such rases. 

:VIr. \YARREX: I have objected. but ihcv 
\n•rc appointed notwithstanding m,- objec­
tion. 

Mr. KELSO (JYunilah): I \Yould like a 
little information on the cu"tom ,,-hich 
obtains with respect to the appointment of 
justicC': of th0. ponn". I was ver:~ interested 
in the rcmarlrs of the hon. member for 
Dalb)'. I, too, have been interested in 
knov inr: '---hy certain na1nos hn.Ye been 
plac"d on the li"t of justices of the peace, 
bcrau;;;e I nndr-r ~too cl that all non1inations 
hac] to come through th0 member for the 
dl.stricL :\orrl·!nntlons hnvf' ron1c throngh 

bnt fron1 tlmp to tin:c I haY(' foun\1 
c:th0r norninations <, rr> rerE'in~d and 
\Yith by_ the Chief Secretary, and I 

found on inquiry tbat invc1riahly the 
vvcre sunportC'rf: of the Labour 

party. TllerP ~honld be son1e rule. sneh as 
~he Iv)n. rw•n1bcr for Dalby suggests, govern· 
111g this 1nattcr. 

Hnn. \Y. BERTRA1r: Has anv nomination 
made by you been turned do;.vn? 

Mr. SIZER: I have had some. 

Mr. KELSO: I will not go so far as 
that. but the rule that all nominations 
should come through the member for the 
district should be observed. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The Government made 
that rule themselves. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. KELSO: It is certainly ve1-y em­
barrassing at times to discover that political 
appointments have been made to the list 
of justices of the peace. 

Reference has been made to i he tra veiling 
expenses of the ~1inisters. I cannot see 
what the Auditor-General does to check the 
expenses of Ministers. As an accountant I 
do not think that the Auditor-General would 
go into d"t ails v·hen auditing· the vouchers 
of the ::\Iinisters. I understand that these 
vouchers are initialled bv the L~ nder Secre­
tary of th" department.' I would like to 
ask the Premier whether it is a fact that 
P\Trv ::\Iinister from the moment he leaves 
Brisbane clra,;·s two guineas a day travelling 
cxpPnscs in. addition to hotel expemes and 
n1o1or-c:u~ hire? 

~lr. CoHSER: That is right. I as-ure you 
it is. (Laughter.) 

:\fr. KELSO: Tlw }linister ought to _do 
-..:no the courtesy of ans;-rering n1y qucstrou 
,::> ihat ii mav bo on rcf'ord. 

The I'RE~IIER: Your '·\\"hip" has replied. 
As a member of tho Public \Yorks Commis­
sion, h" draws his two guineas a day. 

)Jr. CoR~ER: And pays his way out uf 
it. 

:Wr. K.ELSO: 'l'hc members of the Public 
\Yol'l<s Commission are appointed for a. 
certain specific purpose, and they draw two 
guineas a day ,,·hile they are engaged on 
that. specific work. I take it. that. every 
}finistcr of the CrO\Yll is paid £1.000 a year 
for tbc work he does during the year_ I 
say delibcmtclv that, if everv Minister draws 
tn:o guineas a" day ,Yhen ho "lea Yes Brisb_an~, 
in addition to motm--car hire and mci­
dcntal expenses, then he is paid unlawfully. 
IIe has no right to such money unless it- is 
granted IF Parliament. It would be all 
\'erv well if a list of expenses incurred were 
made out and ratified by Parliament. It is 
.iust adding· a little more to what we have 
to put up with e<tch session. 

It would be very interesting if the Premier 
would answer that litt-le qmstion about the 
~orthern River-, trip. I am very intere~ted 
in that trip. The hon. member for 'l'oowong 
and I had some splendid meetings there. 
\Yhile there I and other ho11. members on 
this side of the Chamber saw the lavish 
waY in which J\'linisters travelled. I under­
sta;Id-a·. a matter of fad I know-that 
the Pre1nier vvas t.hero, .as aJso were the 
Scrrctury for Raih'. ays) tho Secretary for 
Public \\'orks. and the Attorney-G<:ncral­
four :\1inisters of the Crown electioneering 
in the Xorthorn Rh-crs district of Xew South 
\Yale' .. 

The CHAIR\L\.:1\: Order' 
hem. member must deal wit-h 
the Office-Premier .and 

De partn:ent. 

Order! The 
the Yote for 
Chief Secre-

::\Ir. KELSO: Of course, if I cannot refer 
to that Jnattr-.:r, I n1.ust bo\\~ to vour ruling, 
l\Ir. Pollock. I was ref cning (o the Chief 
SP~ret ar.'. I hope t.ho PremiE'r will tell us 
whether, ''" Chief Secretary, when he leaves 
to,Yn he is dnnvjng two guinea~) a day in 
addition to his salary. If so the hon. g-entle­
rnan is drrrwing unauthorised expenditure. 

Mr. MAX\VELL (Toowono): While on this 
question I de"ire to ask the Premier a ques­
tion in regard to the item " Incidental and 
miscellaneous expenses, £5,000." Does the 
hon. gentleman's department frank the 
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<?xpenses of members of the Labour party 
when they arc touring other States durinl! a 
political campaign? We are certainly 
entit.lcd to know, in face of the statement 
that has been made in connection with the 
extraordinary extravagance that appears w 
be in force in another section of the vote. 
I repeat the question : Can the Premier 
inform hon. mcmbcu whether the £5,000 
for '• Incidental and miscellaneous expenses'' 
r('pn ·<His rnoncy paid to certain reprcscnta­
t ivc·s of his party to tour south<n·u States 
for i·hc purpose of advocating their particu­
lar brand of politics? 

:\h. \YHIGRT: I can answer that for you, 
Xo. 

Mr. :VIAX\YELL: You ar0 not the Pre­
nucr. I an1 asking the Pren1ier. 

Mr. :V10RGAl'\ (Jiurilla): \Ye have asked 
.a C·;~rtain question, and 'vc should receive 
an antvvcr. \Ye haYe asked the Prcrnier i£ he 
drew cxpen~cs during his electioneering 
t.nwels in .:\' ow South \Vale-. \Ve are not 
asking for the defini(.c amount. The hon. 
gentleman may not be able to tell us off­
hand, but did he draw his expenses while 
clectim;eering in Ko\\· South \Yales? J 
nncler3(aud that :\Iinistcrs draw three 
guineas a day nllo,vance ,,,hen t.hey are out 
ot the Staw. It seems that :i\Iinisters also 
charge hotel expenses, 1notor-car hire, and 
incidentals to the StatP, and it. appears to 
me that that three guineas should not be 
allmYod !hem in addition, bcc·ause :!\Iinisters 
appareut.ly do not moot any oxpcuscs out 
of their own pockets. A :Minister puts the 
tl11'(•e guineas into his poC"kPt, dra"'\Ys his 
£1.000 as well, and ehargn all his expenses 
to the State. It appears to me that a good 

\Ya v to rnake n1oney would be 
[8 p.m.] to go out of the State for a few 

\VCcks and draw three guineas 
a day and. get all li \·ing expenses paid a.s 
"''11. The Premier should follow t.he example 
of his prc, lecf:~F -,or, Iv1r. Thcodorc. who as 
ahva3 s YPry ou1-~pokcn, and at all tin1t·;:; 

ns all tlw information that we desired. 
was generally undPr-,tood that the late 

Pre111ier 1
, as not cxtravaga.ut in the rnatter 

uf cxpQnRC·; in fact h1s -..-..·cr(~.ahv1ys 
lower than these of an~· :J.Iinister. 
It \' on!cl• be a good thii1g the prc,cnt 
Pren1icr \YPl'C to adopt that principle and 
. ac:t. siraightforwardlv jn the nHttter of 

llc shonlcf not hide allyi~ling in 
A_ set by the 

the r< ,t of 
t.ho hon. gcntlcn1an will 
but ''Till aiye us the 

·wo desire. If the ~l1on. gentle~ 
not gi\·c thr ittf~'nnation on 
\Ye shall to n~k a quostiou 

11 r. :.IORG ""~:-.~: 
f'h'fl.ighi-fonyil 

would b0 
g-cntl; t' an 1vi1l 

1: >t he did dmv'.' 
n llowanr- dnring 
tioliC·C'ting in ?~c·,,.: 

nrd inary 1ray. 

Lrigl1t not gain any­
a the ~Iini· tcr could 

The Piml'<IIER (Hon. \Y. N. Gillies. 
7c''1Ch(U"): In order that the hon. member 
rnn.y not lose any slct"'P, I dPsiro to infonn 
him that I did not draw three gL1ineas a 
day v;hcn in New South \Yale':, but I a.!wa:·; 

have and alway;; will continue to draw. vyhat 
I am entitled to as expenses as a Mm1ster 
whpr1 doing the public work .of the counh:Y· 
l'ossiblv the hon. member will not be satis­
fied with any reply I make or that a!lY 
Minister mav make. and I suggest to h1m 
that during the first week after he becor:l8~ 
a Minister instead of attendmg to ms 
ministerial duties. he spend the time looking 
np the vouchers in connection with the 
PXpCI15(':3 of his IH'C'dCC:C''.:·SOl'. 

Mr. FRY (Karilzm): l\Ir. Pollock--
A ClJY!mcD[I;XT ::\IniBER: Another justice 

of the peace wanted? (Laughter.) 

:'>Ir. FRY : I will give you a-ll the j uetices 
ol the peace ~on \Yallt. 

}1r. CoLLI:\S: Give us son1Pthing big this 
sL·,~iorL 

Thli'. FRY: The hon. member for Bowen 
\Yanis nH: to give him 60n1ething big-I 
give him this: '' Incidental and miscel­
lant:ous expenses~ £5,000," and no vouchers 
to back it ! 

::\!1'. I\lORGA:\: ~IiniGtCI "' expenses are 
sornething big. 

Jl'Lr. FRY: 'l'he Premier's expenses lust 
vpar aruounted to £728 13s. 8d. Is that big, 
~r is it onlv a trifle? Is it only a trifle 
compared to. the big amount that we cannot 
find? \Ve \:ould like to see those vouc:h(}!'S, 
and probably after seeing· the ':"onehers the 
lWoplo IYho flent us here ''rould 1;1ve us son1e­
tbi11g bigget' and give us the GovcrJlli1'311t 
benches. 

l\J:- COLLI ;;s : 
Appcl's trip to 
Home Secretary, 

Hav-e you hoard o: ~Jr. 
the K;rth \Vheu he 1vas 
which cost over £800' 

Mr. FRY: I hav-e heard of something 
else. £728 13s. Sd. vv-as t.hc amount of the 
Premier';:; cxpcnst's last year. and, in a"ddi~ 
tion, \VC ha Ye "Inf'idcntal and 1niscellanoous 
c"per.sos, £5,000." \\'e -.cant to knmv some­
thing about that. 

llh. COLLIX": That JS what you rail 
'·big." 

::\Ir. FRY: Of it is a bigger amount 
i han the hon. 1ncru bcr clra:wing at present. 
Probablv tltat is or:c of the reasons 1Yhy he 
if' n1akif~g :::o DlllCh noi '. 

~Ir. ·yr. CooPER: Pcrhap"S tha i is \vhat is 
the rnattcr \Yith you, too . 

FRY \YJH•n I get i1;io tbat po~ition, 
I be first- to put all the Youchers 
on t d.1le so that hon. members can sco. 

:\Ir. \Y. C'OO':-' That is a joy not in 
store for you. 

FHY: H 
bold 

tl•c 

does 11ot matter what the 
.,ton' fo1· me, but at tho 

Jnc1nber 1:r·iJ! get f 13 

life. I think that th,, 
is unsatJsfactory. l 

that tho leadCl' of th'' Oppositio;, 
approach the Prcn1ier with n vio~Y 

ihe '· ouclwn placed on the tab],, 
cxa.rnine thPn1. lf vire could 

-.:oud1,'rs-or p: rhops if the 
i~ in charge nf the Premier 

tY£•n• ir_s;L'(·icd the leader of the Oppositio'l 
~--we ~sould fir.d out ht'rc the n1one:,r goes to. 
,.rt' \'/oulcl find out nnv of the 1/Jone·~ 
i..:: 1.;s-t_•d i:l an j~,111roprr way for. party political 
fn:·ck \Y <>cnnct i1nd that out no•.; bec,ouse 
\Y!' {'::tnnot :-.ce th0 youchc:rs, vYhi-ch are ca.re~ 
fully hidden away. 

:-.Ir. CORSER (Burnett): I would draw th<J 
attention of the Premier to another matter 

JJ1r. Co1·ser.\) 
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which has n very important bearing on some 
of our institutions. particularly Dunwich. 
\Ve have a provision in the YDte for the 
visiting justice. I think that everything 
should be doue to assist the inmates of the 
institution in making complaints to the visit­
ing justice to get things put right. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I waut 
to see a different method adopted by th.c 
Premier wh0n he is travelling in the elec­
torates. Some alteration should be made in 
fairness to members who represent the differ­
ent constituencies. \Ye know that in days 
past, when the Premier of the day "as goi.ug 
into an electorate which happened to be 
represented by Labour, he would do the ropre­
senbtive the courtesy of informing him thd 
hP "·as pa~~ing a Yisit tC? his electorate an.i 
ask hirn to accmnpany hnn. 

Reference has been made to the monc)' 
which is expended by the Premier m connec­
tion with expenditure from this vote while ho 
is travelling in the electorates. I have JL> 

fault to find with that expenditure, as I 
rccog·nise that a J\..1inister of the Crown, \vh~J~1 
travelling on public businecs. is not expected 
to pay his expense~ out of his own pocket ; 
but when he is gomg through an electorate 
he 1night cxcrci~o the courtcs~v ~f info1:n1iug 
the mPn1bcr beforehand, even 1f he 1s an 
Opposition nwmbcr, and thus afford him en 
opportuuit:v of makmg repn 'entatl<;ns on j]y• 
ocr >si on of the ns1t. I takr exceptiOn to tln 
tactics adopted by the l'.Iinistc•rs of the Crow:> 
for 1nanv vears past, 1.Yhich haYc bccDn1E' ,,or~c 
and wor:s~ in thi5 respect. I ha Ye no objection 
to the l\Iinister incurring reas01mble travel­
ling expenses .. but I \\·ould appreciate the 
courtesy of bemg mformcd when he IS about 
tn tour. the electorate ''"hich I represent. 

]Hr. \YI="'STANLEY (Qucrntor:': It is very 
amusing to hear the hon. member for East 
'Toowoomba talk a,bout the athtude of pre­
vious Minister:-; and previous Prpn1iers to­
wards members of the Opposition. On more 
than one occasion--in fact on dozens of occa­
sions-when hon. members op}lositc wcro in 
po,ver, member~ of the l_lpp?sition never 
received the slightest md1catwn whatever 
that 1\Iinisters were coming into t.heir elec­
tm·ates. 

::\1r. ROBERTS: They always did. 

1\Tr. WJ:\"STA)[LEY: Th~v di·-t not. In 
fact. in CJUite a number of instances the 
people "·ho received the Minister or the 
Premier in a particu!a,· tmvn went out of 
their way to prevent the la< 'll member, if 
he \Vas a JnenibPr of the Ol1position. f:rorn 
appearing too much, and end, avourcd to keep 
him in the background. Although, )Wrhaps. 
it is only a fair thing that a 1\Tinist~r ·,d1o 
is going into nn PlcctoratP shonld have the 
courtcs" t0 intirr1ate to tlw rncmbcr con~ 
('f'rncd 'nu1t s11ch is his intrntion. io saY that 
it USPcl to be: done nndf'r thr> provions cOvrrn-

is a bsolutcly untrnr. In nutny east s 
had not the slightest rega,rd for 

·what \Yas conrtcons in that re:-:ncct. ~nd t0 
snY that. the Govc:t'llD10l::t to-da'~ should do 
what pre;ious Go,-ernmcnts did' in this re· 
spcci is totally un~ouncl. 

J\Tr. I(ERR. (l·}nO(t(Jerr!): T \Yonld likP an 
intin1ation frnn1 the Pr~'n1icr on a rather 
im]Jm·tant point. I take it ihat he gin•s 
in:-trnd-1on~ a.;; to tbe pr,'paration of the 
Estimates. and I would li',e to learn from 
him whether a,ll the increases indicated on 
them date from 1st ,July last. vV c know 
that a large number of the more highly-paid 

[J'I-ir. Corser. 

officers received increases in November last: 
year, and throughout the Estimates we find; 
that such officers are to receive increases this. 
year. Is it the intention, as set out in the, 
Estimates, to pay those increases from 1st 
November next or from 1st July last? If 
from 1st November next, the Estimates are 
absolutely misleading. 

The PREMIER : The new classification took: 
place last November. 

Mr. KERR : Then the increases will not .. 
l.H• paid until next Xovembcr? 

The PRE:\11ER: The increases will date from 
1st 2'\oycmher next. 

:\Ir. KEHR : Then any increases printed in 
the schedule as dating from 1st July aro 
incorrect. I hope the Premier will make 
son1e inquirie~, becaU:38 I intend to ventilate 
1he matter when the Public Service Commis­
f.ioncr's voh3 is being discussed. 

Item (Chief Office-Chief Secretary's 
Deparb11Cnt) agreed to. 

AGE:\1',GEXERAL FOH THE STATE. 

The PRE1\HER (lion. \Y. l\i. Gillics,. 
H!l !tu m): I beg to rnovc-

" That £12.625 be granted for 'Agent· 
Uf'ncraJ for the Statu.'" 

1\Tr. 1\IORGAN (Jfu, ilia): I read the 
-\rL'l1t-GclH'ral's renort ·with vt~rv much 
];l~a~nr:. I think 'it is one of the fmest 
l'i.'ports \\'C hay(' cn:r had fron1 any ...._4-_gent­
(icncral, at any rate for the last ten years. 
Y cry I\ no information with respect to the 
nwa t industr:v of Queensland vvas furnished 
in that report disclosing that the prices 
realised for Queensland beef in Great Britain 
have beln higher than during any period 
for the< last ten or t\yelve years. In spite of 
that, the producer is not receiving sufficient 
to defray the cost of production, which is 
proof )Jositivo that. whilst prices lwve 
increased in Great Britain, the producer is 
not receiving his fair share of that increase. 
\Yh:· should the producer be asked to produce 
beef at a, loss when it is being sold wholesale 
in London at a price exceeding that evel­
previously realised in the history of the meat 
industry? This is a very important matter, 
and calls for in<]uiry on the part of the 
Government. 'rhc mcatworks may claim 
that the overhead expenses arc high, that the 
shipping charges are responsible, or that 
wag0s in the industry have increased so con~ 
siderably that thcv havu eaten very much 
into the profits. If there are people n1aking 
undue profits, then it is the duty of the 
Con,rnment to protect the producer and see 
that no undue prof1ts are made. He;·e is the 
R<'Cond largc't industry in Queensland, from 
'.;·hieh the Government have received an 
f•norn1ous amount o£ l'CYcnuo in good senF-o:.1s" 
and a co:Jsid.crabio aniOUilt of revenue in bnd 
:~•;1 ,ons through r•ihv:1y freights. etc. Surely 
1118 Premier can clc,,oto a portion of the 
n:.onf':',' required for thr nr1lllinistrat1on of tho 
Prorli erring I'Tc,.,,._,ntion Act to\Ynrds holding 
a pnblic: inf]uir.v into tho trur po~itio!1 of thtl 
1ll'O(~llC"r nncl the colL-<LlnlC'r in the n::.cat 
iudn~t.r-,-. Tlw 1ncnh\ or]:~ trrat us vith can­
t 'rnpt, ·and h:lYe reft':-:ed to 1nrct ... u~ in con­
frrci; :o. 

Tlw PRE3IIER: Dons th.-, hon. r;ontloman 
<1c<.iro .an inquiry into local pric':)s or over­
sea pnces? 

:Yir. j\,;IORGA:.J: I wonld like the Govern· 
ment to appoint a Royal Commission to 
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i~.quire inttJ bcth loC'al pric{_•:o; and prices 
()\·crsea~. 1-Iere \VP have an industrv of such 
di~1ensions that it will have treate'd 550,000 
lll aJ of CJ.ttlP-thc g1·eatP-;;t ntunber ever 
s!aughterPtl in tb0 history of Queensland­
lwforf' the s~a,on doses. Yet. in face of this. 
tlH' pl'odw·crs are carrying on their business. 
at a Ios·. The Gon•rnment arc aware of that 
from thL·ir experience on their own State 
Hations, whc·re last year they showed a loss 
of £110.000. \Vhca cattle ar<' produced at 
ks" than the <'Ost of production something is 
\vrong~ <ind tht:."' qnP;;:tion is \Yhat i:" ·wrong. 
J. i! a fad that thosP handling our beef 
are nlaking too nnlf'h profit. or aro the oYer­
l•l·a{l expC'tlSP~ too great'! 

ThP SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLJC' LAxDS: Or have 
the owners paid £10 or £12 a head for their 
('<!ttlC' and over-c·apitalised their runs? 

Mr. MORGA::\': High prices were paid 
ln son1e individual cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: Did the 
State pay a high price? 

Mr. :YIORGAX: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAxDS: So did 

a 1mrnber of private people. 

1\Jr. iliiORGAK: That is so, but cattle on 
the i:ltate stations were last vear written 
down as low as £3 13s. per he;,.d. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order: I ask the hon. 
mc'rnber to connect his reJnarks 'Yith t.he 
Yut0 

Mr. ::\10RGAX: I will do so in connec· 
t i()n with thf' votP f01~ the Comtnis~ioner of 
P1·ier•s. 

TIH' PRE}JIER: \VP arc now cli'<:tt'sillO' the 
'f,tc for the Agent~General. 

0 

Mr. 1\IORGA::\': It is the same thing. 
J alll now referring to t-IH' r<'port made bv 
the Agent-Gconeral. It is a very fine report 
111 <•very re~ pert. I-I e f'nurnerates the price;:; 
brought by m<'at for many :vears. but. inde­
pendent of that. I ask the Premier to hold 
'" public inquir,· ialo all phasps of the indus· 
n:v. I would aim like tlw Premier to cause 
the Agent-General to <'able \YeC'kh· reports 
with respect to thE' markets for butter. wheat. 
ihee;;e. meat. and other produce. These 
reports could be hauded to the Press, and thus 
"lrculated. At the present time reports arc 
r'ublished in the Press every week or month. 
but we do not know their origin. For all 
''- e know, they ma:v be t-he inspired reports 
nf peoplE' intPrestcd in the markets overseas, 
and they might be misrepresenting the value 
of the produce to the producers. If those 
r~ports <'ame from the Agent·GPneral we 
would havp confidence in t-hem. That i~ not 
esking- too much of that official. Tho amount 
,,f £1.500 is sot down in the vote for the 
s·1larv nf the Agent-General, \vhile an addi· 
t,'onal £11.125 is provided for clerical assist­
"nce: stationery. etc. Reports may br> 
received from t.he Agent-General at the 
nres0nt time. but, if the\· arc. thov must 
be pigeon-holecJ. ' · 

M 1•• KELSO (!l'nndah): I have a distinct 
r•;colledion that the t>x-Agent-General madP 
" nuhlic statement t.hat a lot of " graft" 
'""S going on in the offie0 of the AO'ent· 
Cnneral. and that the position was onlv a 
sj 1:eeur0. V 

Mr. Pe:TERSOx: He nlso said the office 
"'~S not ,,·antf'd. 

Mr. KELSO · In justice to the st.aff. the 
rrC'~iAr ;;\wuld cansc the prpsent Agent· 
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Getwral-who i, taking hi,- duties very 
seriously-to make a report on the state­
nwnts mack publicly by the ex-Agent-General. 
It. is only fair to the staff that the Agent­
GPnoral should report whether any ground' 
exi::;t for those statmnents. 

Mr. DASH : Di-d you SO<' that in the 
·' Standard,.·: 

:'.h. KELSO: Xo; I am referring to the' 
rPmarb of the m::-Agent-Gencral. and they 
were made last Yl'<~r. That gentleman may 
have been suffering from pique at the time, 
and possibl~l his lT'HHtrks cannot be .~iub­
:-tantiatPcL ~\.t the san1c tirne, tho~e retnarl\>~ 
cast a reflection on the staff, and it is only 
fair that tlw l'r<>mier should institute in­
quirie>' into the matter to exonerate the staff. 

::\lr. KERB. (/;"noy!J'~"") : I support the 
remark, nf the hon. member· for lS'unrlah. 
Lu~t yt~at the reason give11 for the resigna­
tion of ::\Ir. Fihcllv was " Personal and 
private. Had the ·mattPI" stopped at that. 
perhup~ no questions \vould have arisen, but 
:\Ir. Fihell~· made the statement-

'· I was f.ed up with the job. that WB 

all. I had too little to do, anti too long­
to do it in The job was a sinecure. and 
OVClTUll with graft." 

\\- e n1u:->t realise that the e.x.-Ageut-G0neral 
made a tatement that he would submit a 
rPport to Cabinet. 

Tlw l'RE}!li·:R : \VhPre .cJiJ vou n·et all that 
inforn1ation from-thP Tory Pre~~·: 

::\Ir. KERR; ::\'o, it all appeared in the 
'' Standard." Surely in the circumstances. 
aad more especially after the remarks of the 
leader of the Opposition, when he pointed 
out that a branch of the Australian Labout' 
party ha·d raked up a quest ion as to who 
wa::- drawing con1mission out of the flotation 
of loan~. the rvatter merit~ investigation. 
~IIr. FihPll,· is a responsible officer of the 
Labour party and a representative of the 
Australian Labour party with aspirations to 
pntc1· the Federal Parliament. 'Those state· 
n1cnt-" W('l'"~ n1adc seriou~lv f=.o that the atten~ 
1ioa of the public wonl<l 'b<' drawn to them. 
Tlw oflicP of the Agent-General cost us 
nearly £13,000 last y<'a r. There arc sixteen 
officers therE'. tlw ,alari<•s of the higher-paid 
mpn ranging from £300 to £680 a year. Is 
it that they are recciviug " graft " in addi~ 
tion to their salaries'' \Vhat is behind the 
mattn ·: Did ::\Ir. Fihelly resign because of 
something that he was unable to take on. or 
·did he exhibit pique because he thought the 
Premier went to England to do something 
hP thought he should do'? V\'e are C'ntitled 
to have :;:on1c explanation. 

There is another point. As I said. there 
are some sixteen officers in the Agent­
General's Office. f:iome of those officers are 
highly capable. but, with the exception of the 
Agent-General himself and. I understand. the· 
secretary. not onP is a (lucenslander-tho 
othl'rs arc all Engli;;lunen. The report from 
tlw office states that there are numProus 
inquiries as to in1migration. and as to our· 
timber. cotton, and sugar industries. and 
othPr matt-ers relating to our State and 
Australia generally. It is s•ated in tlw 

report that these officers deal 
[8.30 p.m.] with intending immigrants. and 

they haYe to explain the pros­
pects and the adYantages of Queensland. and 
I venture' to say the:v arc not capable of 
gi1·ing true acc·ounts to peopl<' who desire· 

Jfr. Kerr.] 
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1o eouw here. If we had a Quccn:-;]ander in 
1lwt officr. he would make a much wiser 
<J.nd lwttrr ,election, and be able to tell the 
intending· ,,cttler tlw pxact. conditions he 
,,.0 uld have to contend with in Queensland. 

-:\Ir. \\'RiGHT: A vcrv small p{'rcentage of 
i:nrnigrant:-~ go to t.he Agent-General's Office. 

~ir. KEHR: 'l'ltc hon. nwmbe-r is only an 
immigrant himself. HP has only hPen hen• 
a few wt"f'ks. 

~Ir. \YRtGHT: That is .why I know more 
ahou.t it than yon. 

~lr. KERR: The Agent-General says that 
forty p<'r dav eall at the office for informa­
tion. That· must be untrue if what the 
hon. gcntlf'Inan ~ays is right. 

'l'lw l'RDllEH: Do you not know that th.c 
Agent-General and the Secretary arc both 
QueL·nslandcr>< ·~ 

:\1r. KERR: That is so, and I have said it, 
but there are fourteen others th_ere_ who are 
drawing h~gh salarie~, ar~d therr JOb ~s t~ 
intcrYie'v Intending In1m1grants. and It 1~ 
essential that they should have a knowledge 
of our State and a knowledge of our outlook 
in lifP. Mr. 'l'heodore agreed with that Yiew­
point. but no action has been taken: T~<' 
Premier should take immedrate action . m 
that reg·ard. \V c have the officers here wrth 
the necessary knowledge, and they should 
be sC'nt to t.he Agent-General's OfficP, where 
tlwv would bP of some adva.ntagc to the 
::>tat{'. 

Tlt<' SEcRET.\RY FOR l'l'BLIC LAXDS : A lot of 
oflice;·s iu Brisbane haYc neYPr been outside 
Brisbane. 

:\11'. KERR : That may be so, but you 
would not select sneh an officer as that 
to o·o to England. Tlw Goyernment should 
eele~·t the very best man that is offering for 
thP job-~a man who has traYPlled all over 
Quepnsland. and one who knows all about 
it. 

'l'h·' SECHET.\HY FOR PrBLic LAxDs: How 
loug· would you haYe hin1 ren1ain there·t 
You would have to change him every three 
or four years. 

~I1·. KF.RR: lt would pay us to do that. 
and it is only right that we should do it. 
It would onh- mean a small exnPnsP, after 
all is sa.id and done, as the faro home and 
back would only r0quirC' to be paid once 
in three ycars. 

There is one other voint that I should like 
again to stress jn regard to the ..._t\gent· 
General's Office. The office is situated at 
410 Strand, London, and I want to impress 
on the nC'W l'remicr, who perhaps may be 
going- home next year. t.hough probably, as 
there is an clef'tion coining on. he 1nay not 
haYc an 0}1lJOrtunity of going. The Pren1ier 
aftpr the next election rnav be the leader 
of the Opposition, the hon. member for 
Aubig-ny. Let us hope it will be that hon. 
member; hut I do suggest that whoever 
;;oos should look into the situation of the 
Agent-General's Office. It is situated in a 
place that may be passed by inany millions 
of people, but all busine~s people, so far as 
I coull sec when I "·as 111 London, went to 
Australia House for information, and, when 
they asked for literature concerning Queens­
land, they were referred to 410 Strand, and 
a large percentage of them no doubt never 

[Mr. Kerr. 

\H'llt nPar thP plac<'. The separate States 
a1 e 1nore or less unknown to the general 
population in England, but they know 
~.-\.u~tralia g·enerallv, antl it is to ~\lL"tralia 
Ilous<• th~t thPv · g·o, and, in turn. they 
have to be refcri·ed to thP Queensland office 
in an isolated part of the Strand. 

Th<" SECRET.\RY FOR l'GBLIC L.\::;us inter­
jeeted. 

Mr. KERR : I understand that an unfor­
tunate occurrPnce took place at :\fount 
Uravatt iu connection with a recent arrival, 
but beeause one perRon is ineri1ninated in 
mch a way ~-ou cannot blame the others. 
Again. consumption is a difficult disease to 
!ind out, as you cannot. diagnose it. A lot 
of people corrHl out to Queensland with the 
intention of gC'tting cmed of that disease, 
but. unless thev tell the mPdical officer. he 
cannot find outl whether they have got 
.. 'l'.B .. '' and will have to do the best poseiblc 
undt'r those conditions. 

Therp is another point I wis,h to stress. 
I would Buggest that the Premier should 
take up qua.rtcrs for the Agent-t~eneral in 
~-l.ustralia House, beeause it will be cheaper 
to do so. The lease of the Strand bnildinR 
has ton years to run, and the ]pasehold 
•:alm' ha' improYed during the occupancy of 
the presPnt Agent-General. If W<' cannot 
g<'t the h'a"A "ancellcrl. we can sublet the 
place at a much higher rent than we are 
paying. It would certainly be wise to 
l'('nlove to Ausir(llia Hawse. 

ThP 8ECRETAHY FOR l'VBLTC LANDS: Ha Ye 
yon got your Pyc on the Agent-t~cneral's 
job? (Laughter.) 

:VIr. KEHR : l\o, but I was fortunate 
enough to vieit Australia House on many 
cccasions. I had a difficult job· to find our 
Agent-GenPral's office. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'l'BLIC LAXl>S: Did 
you find any other intcreBt.ing pla.ces in 
London? 

Mr. KERR: Yes. If the hon. gentleman 
went there. he wonld also find th<'m. 
(Laught:Pr.) 1 suggt•st that thP Premier 
,bould <'onsidPr the question of sending Home 
higher-paid officials to replace those in the 
London office. They should be Queens­
landers. brought up in our own public 
Bervice. liC' should also remove the present 
office from the Strand to Australia House. 

:\lr. ELPHil\STONE (()xley): I cPrta.inly 
endorse w.hat the hon. nu:-mber for Enog~ 
gera has said as to the wisdom of sending 
home periodicallv men who are closelv con­
versant with Qtiecnsland conditions. "It is 
quite true, as the Premier has said. tha,t our 
A.g('nt-Ueneral and the Secretary a.re Queens­
la nders; but the secretary is a permanent 
offi<'er. How long is it since he was in 
Queensland? 

The PRE:IliER : A good many years. 

At 8.40 p.m., 

:Ylr. GLEDSOK (Ipswich), one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair, 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: It is a good manv 
Year~. What does he know of the advance~' 
which Queensland has made in that time? 
What does he know of the development which 
has taken place? What does he know of th.:­
cotton industr.v, and things of that nature. 
in which conditions haYe altered as compare<! 
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with the time when he was here? I certain!:: 
think that an exchange of officers is well 
worthy of consideration. 

I am of opinion that the Agent-General'-; 
office could be made a tremendous power for 
p;ood, but I do not think that the Agent­
General is in some ways given the responsi~ 
bilitv to which he is entitled. Just as an 
illustration, let me say that. when I was in 
England, I wanted to nom1nate five people 
w come• to Queensland. Although I was weil 
kno-wn as a Qncenslandcr, 1ny norninationd 
wer<• uot acceptPd, and the Agent-General 
'ta ted that the powPr to do so had been tak•"l 
from him :.md they could only be accPpted 
by cabling for authority. That wa~ done­
there was some urgency in the mattpr-and 
authority was immediately given. \Vhen an 
office which is costiug something like £13.00') 
TlPr annum is not able to accept no1nina tion~ 
from well-known Queenslanders of Britishcrs 
desirous of coming over here, surely some­
thing is wrong. That clearly indicates the 
point I am trying to make, that sufficier:t 
responsibility is not placed on these officers 
in London. Thev are afraid to move. and 
that being so Queensland is not getting any­
thing like the retul'U from the office which it 
'hould sPcure. In my judgment it is a busi­
Hf'SS office. and it should be maintained with 
the b;,siness acumen which is associated wir.h 
~uch institutions. 

There are one or two points in the report 
to which I wish to refer. On the first. page 
it is said with regard to the Wembley Exhibi­
tion-

" Some excellent films sent over by tlw 
Department. of Agriculture were, unfor­
tunately. too late to be shown at the 
exhibition. which closed before thei,· 
arrival from Queensland." 

Where is the business in that? It is indicative 
of what generally happens. Queensland is 
too late, except when it comes to borrowing 
money. On page 3 the Agent-GPneral says-

,. A general pamphlet on the timber 
industrv would be most meful for distribu­
tion to· inquirers." 

You go into the Agent-General's office and 
you hnd a very big display of Queensland 
timbers, very attracti,-e to look at. but there 
is no literature which any inquirer can take 
away giving him information as to what th" 
timbers arc useful for and in what quantities 
they are to be obtained. I just want to refer 
to that, because we are expending a consider­
able sum of money, but we are not finishing 
the job, and we could get a much better 
rt'turn if t.hese details were attended to. 

Another point to which the ,;.gent-G0neral 
calls attention is this-

" It would be a convenience if :m 
up-to-date list of exporters of Queensland 
products could be printed and copies 
forwarded to this office for distribution to 
inquirers." 

That is a very sensible suggestion. \Ye want 
to provide a market for our g-oods. and the 
way in which the idea of prpfprencP ts SJWPad­
ing over the Empirn makes people in Englanrl 
rl<'••irous of purchasing Queensland product'. 
The thing is to enabll' the importer to be 
able to put his finger on the exporter at this 
r>ncl. and those things could be attended to if 
greater responsibility were given to the Agent­
General. and the list asked for supplied. 

I should be very sorry to think that there 
was any truth in the statements which have 
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heL·n tnade about ·· graft." in the Agent­
General's office. I saw no indicatwn whatever 
that anything- was improperly conducted ther''· 
I bt'liPve tlw offic!.'rs conscientiously try to d0 
the right thing. but they arc handicapp<'d 
l firmly bPliew that. if the Agent-General 
\Vas givPn thif' greatt?r authorit~v. there \Vould 
he no need to complain that the job had not 
sufficient in it to occupy u man's full time. 
Everv meml.Jer of Parliament who goes to 
England :?incerely dt"'sirous of adv_ocating 
(~ueensland'; daim can find occupatwn fo1· 
every minute of his time, and, if that is ,o. 
I an; quite cPrtain the Ag·ent-General can dig· 
in and find out a means of popularising this 
country, and have profitable occupation for 
his time if he sets about it in the right way. 
The Agent-General's office is all right, buo 
ht• should ban• ~>;reatPr authorit~·. and. if 
that were' gin:n hi1n, [ an1 quite Hire the 
1-itat<' would obtain a better return for the 
nlOllL•y whkh is ~pPnt eYery year. 

:\Ir. FRY (li:urilpa): The report by the 
AgPnt-General is very creditable. and ~me 
for which he should rPceive due recogmtmn 
I not-icP that the report dealing with the 
trade of thP offiec for the yPar 1924 shows 
that the indent work amountt>d to £180,000, 
whilst the saks on behalf of Que0nsland 
''mounted to £84.000. The report states-

.. During the past vcar Bight-five 
indents were received fi·om the State, 
of an approximate f.o.b. value of 
£180,000, and comprised work from:-:­
}lain Roact< Board. Government Chcrn1 
cal Laboratorv. Cniversit:v of Queens­
land RaihYay "Department.' State Stores 
Boa;.d. Department of Public Instruc· 
tion Department of Public Health, 
Tre~surv Harbours and Hin•rs Depart· 
ment, ·l~ortrnaster, Brisbane, Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Stock, Home 
Seeretary',; D<'partnwnt. ;.uetropolitan 
Fire Brigades' Board, Governmenl 
Analyst. Chief Secretary's DPtmrtrnent, 
and ]\Iarine Department.'' 

Here we have the State GovPrnnwnt- buying 
£180.000 worth of goo<h through tllf' ,\gent· 
General's office in London. I \vould like 
to know the details of those purchases, and 
whether those goods could not have been 
produced here. I contend that the Agent· 
General should be a general agent. Every 
man in the American diplomatic service is 
a corr1n1ercial agent. Ho has instructions 
to keep his home office supplied with the 
fullest details as to the opportunit-ies for 
increasing and expanding American indus. 
trio~. Their positions are not sinecurPs., and 
they know that they are there to boom 
.'\merican pmduction and inerease the sales 
of American industries. \Vhat is our Agent­
General doing? Is he increasing the sales 
of Qu£'ensland products? Is he obtaining 
madrets so we can increase the ,aJe of our 
prodncts? London is the ~entre of the 
comnwrcial world. and the ~;.gent-General is 
t-here at the gates of thP world. Probablv 
th<' GoYernmPnt haYe not afforded him the 
Heccssary fac·ilities for carrving out the work. 
He Rhould be provided with all the necessary 
facilities for doing that work. Before the 
present Agent-General left for his post in 
England I said to him, "You haYe a ~hance 
to make a name for vourself. :Make vour 
department pay and Rhow Queen,Jand ,;-hat 
you are made of as a commer~ial man. 'vV e 
look to you to show results." He replied, 
" I will do everything I possibly can to help 
our State along." I want him to get a 

Mr. Fry.] 
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Jhanco to make good. Is he getting a chance 
;o boom this State "I The goods from Quee!ls­
land sold in London through the office 
amounted to £84,000, while the total amount 
of the trading transactions amounted to 
£264,000. The cost of doing that business 
was approximately 4 per cent. T~e hon: 
member for Bulirnba made the aserHon that 
YerY few immigrants call at the office for 
information. 

:VIr. \V RIGHT: I said a small percentage. 

:1Ir. FHY: The Agent-General in his report 
for the year under reYiew states that the 
callPr~ fol· information averaged about forty 
per da.y. If we canuot _get more thr::' forty 
l"'ople ,-cebug mformabon about tlu? State 
iu a c-it} like London, cspce1all~- C!unng the 
\\'vmhlr•v Exhibition, there 1s endently some­
t!tillp: w'roHg. \Y c rr1ade a great display at 
that pxhihitiou, alid made the people of the 
1 >ld \\' orld ,;1 UJl and take notice, but the 
w\t re~nlts vf all our ('Xpenditurc and troubh\ 
Wt'l't' a llti:-;crablP fort:v caller:-; p€'r day at 
tlH' offtvc· out of the millions that live thl'rP. 
Thr· onh· i1 forrn·1tion that Wl' han• to go 
on i:-> th~, official report of the AgE-nt-G?nC'ral. 
In the' interc,ts of the State and of hnnsclf. 
I a~k tla~ GoY('t'nment to give him a chanc,•; 
alllL If hP require> thr- as>'istanec of a cap~ b)p 
contn;prcial man~ 1 do not care to \V hat 
part.·· h(' brlo1tg.5 ~o long as h!? h~s tl!c 
abihl\·-such a man should bP appomtcu. \\e 
do no't- w1mt political intcrferpw·c or jobbery. 
If 'llCh a man i> appointed, he should be 
able to ,,nt th" c:IR.ims of the State be• fore 
th:' wor1<1. and th0 State should back him up 
b~- "lJlplying him with a fair averoge samplP 
ol onr products. ~-\ny orC!crs executed should 
lw fair standards of our products and not 
slwrldv >tufl'. Jt is not fair to send a man 
t.:; rq~rf'~crtt tl1is g-reat State in London and 
ptoYide him with picked samples and then 
"•ne! poor qualit~- goods to orders. ..\11 goods 
>'uppliPd should b3 true to sample. I am not 
dr-sirons of criticising the personnel of the 
officr•. 3 I do not kno'v it. TlH"' Agt:nt­
l;el!C'l"al should know his staff, and, as his 
1 eport. eontain~ noth!ng to the contrary, \ve 
tnnst })n surnc he is f atislled \Vith it. Every 
hon. nwm b~r must agree that it is the duty 
of thr- stair to mai1itain the spirit of the 
P<'upl<· of Qtwrnoland and not the charac­
wristi"s of the wopk of the Old World. It 
should bt· our desire to increase the work of 
the nflicc to such dinwnsions i'hat the cost will 
noi lw 4 pre cent, but perhaps onl~- i per 
ecnL \\" e shall then know that the business 
of 1 ht) ufT;cp anc1 thP State is being increao;cd. 
The Slat,, 'Vill know bv the results that it 
is a. profitltbk office, ancJ this Yote would be 
pas~(·cL ~o far as I arr1 concerned. with more 
rcadiw'"S thnn I Yotc for it to-night. 

'.!r. COLLI'i"S (noll'cn): I am very 
p!PaH•d lo J'eacl ihc ),gent-General's report 
for thP ClHTCtlt year. I am also very pleased 
with th.' cri I icism in re(!'ard to that report 
whir·h has r-rnana.ted from hon. members oppo­
site. \Yhat I am most interested in in the 
l'f'pnrt appr\1TS on pages 8 and 9, in connec­
tion with frozen meat-. 'Ve as a State are 
kc<'lllv intr-restccl in the matter owing to the 
numhe1· of catilP stations that we own at 
prPs<~nt. On pagP 9 there is a Yery interest­
ing t·) hlf'-int0rcsting to rno at any rate. I 
find that- the whole of Australia sent to the 
United Kingdom in 1924. 60,164 tons of frozen 
nwat nnd i\rgcntinr--which I understand is 
Amtrali~t's principal competitor-sent 578,347 
tons. 'rho money value to Australia was 

[Mr. Fry. 

£3,450,466, while the money value of that 
1rozen meat to the Argentine was £27,646,172. 

I rcn1Cn1ber son1e years ago getting up in 
this ChambPr and pointing out that, instead 
of oc•nding all our products to London, -whwh 
we do as a rulc-Londou, London, London, 
as if it wen• the only market in the civilised 
"odd--it would be better for n.< to pay some 
at1eu1ion to Contjnl'ntal countries. I n1en­
tionecl lt.al v as one of the countries where, in 
t-h" future.' we could .get a market for our 
nwa t, I now find this in the present Agent­
UPIH'ral's rcport-

"A, has alrearh- been indicated, the­
den·lopment of the frozen meat trade in 
Continental countries exceeded all expec­
tations. Gr-eat Britain, which for so 
long provided the only consideraJ:lle 
marke-t for frozen meat, is now faced w1th 
a number of formidable competitors. 'rhe 
opcratious in 192:r leave• little room for 
doubt that frozen meat has established 
i "elf as an acceptable and even essential 
food for industrial workers in Europe 
at a price which they can afford. The 
0stintatcd imports of frozen meat into the 
varlou;;; Contlnontal countries during the 
year wPre as follow~:-

Italy 125.000 tons " 

Tltat is the country 
fivp or six YC'ars ago: 
tak£'11 of nl,Y 1-vords at 
('ontinucs-

Germany 
FrarH'P · 
BPlgium 
Holland 
Austria 
Czecho-Slovakia 
Hungary 

to which I niferred 
V c-rv little notic" was 
the 'time. The report 

100,000 tons 
95,000 tor.s 
95,000 tons 
27,000 tons 
10.000 ton:; 
6,000 tons 
1,000 tons 

Judging from the report of thP Agent­
CcneraL we have no need to be disheartened 
in connection with our cattle industry. At 
one tirn<' the a veragr- annual consan1ption of 
nwat- per ht'a.d of population in Italy was 
26 lb. What I pointed out in regard to that 
rna rk0t years ago has provC'd to be correct, 
and tlw Continent of Europe will consume 
a great deal morP meat in the future thart 
it has in th.-, past. 

Mr. K~LSO: Ita! v i> where the Fascists 
come from. (Laughter.) 

"1Ir. COLLT~S: Don't you interject such 
silly damnpc] intc•·jections. (Laughter.) The 
ilon. m!'rnber i> elected by the people and 
~lwuld lw an intelligent reprpsentative; he 
should ~corn 11) rnake such sill.v interjections 
\\-}wn al·~~thf'f hon rnernlwr i!'l addre;;;s1ng tho 
C11air. If the hon. member for :C\undah does 
not take tbc government of tht· eountry 
"'riously, then he should. If the hon. m em be,· 
chooses to be flippant. I rC'grf't ,-cry much 
that lw should represent. such a lot of 
flippant t'l<•ctcrs. I am dealing with some­
thing- for the welfare of the State, and I do 
uot deal with t-he matter as thP hon. member 
dor-s. as if it were a game. v;ith this frozen 
meat industry we are going to develop ou1· 
Slate and also find more emplovm<'nt for 
nur p<'ople. The report continues:"-

f9 p.m.] 
" The outlook for the frozen meat trade 

generally is one calculated to inspire 
ro·•fldcncc. E-specially from the producers' 
point of viow. 1

' 

T W'ls verv nleasf'd to rr1.d that statement 
in the rep-ort, and, as the representative of 
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;, large cattle-breeding eh•ctorate. I want 
:he pc·oplc in that part of Queensla,nd to 
re di"' that the outlook is not as black as it 
:ju,,; hc·e•n m::de to apvear. judging b.v the 
/-\ 0111-Genrrnl'~ l'L'pol·t nncl judging by thf' 
fad that the Contjl!C'Bta.1 ronntric~ are 110\V 

taking fro,cn meat. Of course we do not 
r·ontribtnl' a largp nn1ount eonqwrcd with 
Argentina. but ut nny ratP thf' ontlook for 
tht' fntun~ ]~ fairly brif{ht. 

Mr. l\IAX\YELL (Too 11 rmy) : I desire to 
;·e·fer to the question of immigrants coming 
.ro thi' State. The Secreta,ry for Mines the 
other day pointed out that he was quite 
sa.tislkd that the J1C'Jple f'oming to the State 
always brought a certain amount of rnoney 
with tlwm. and that they would not become 
a cha.rge upon the f;tatP. Lf't rrH' refer to 
the rt:>port of thP AgPnt-U(·neral ln this t·on­
nection. rrnd point out that the ~bnistPr was 
quite right in that statement. On 11age 4 of 
the report I find this-

,, Persons migrating to the State 
deposited with this office• £11.598 12s. lld. 
for their credit in the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank, and £912 was rf'ccin>d h:v 
wa.y of landing money for payment at 
j}, c rate of a bout £2 per head to certaiu 
migrants on arrival in Queensland." 

~o yon ca11 ~0c t.hat rhese 11coplc aJ'e not 
olfLUpC'l'S \Vhen thev cOlllC hPrc, as ~ornc of 
our friends on the other side would lead 
'" to bcliev0. The'.- do not come without 
-a shilling and become a burden on the State, 
nor do thev, as tlw hon. member for Fitzrov 
intcrj(·cte<l' wh0n the St•crPtar:v for :.\Iinl;s 
.. was ::-ppaking. Jra\v outdoor reliPf. That. 
report gives th<' lie direct to sueh a statf'­
-mPnt. \Yhen t.11is vote_ was lwing di,cussed 
Ia~t year the cx-PremiPl', Mr. Theodoro, was 
in charge of thcs<• Estimates, a.nd the very 
.t-ame qup;.;tion ·wa~ raised on that oC'casion 
-that has bel'n raised to-night with regard to 
stctffing the Agl•nt-Genr.ral"...; office with 
i'Queen~landcrs. The PrPtnil'l' i~ part1y right 
when he ""Y' i here• are QucenslandNs t.here. 
Then· are QucPnslanders by adoption, but not 
·Qnct)n:-'lanch·r" by birth. ~1r. Huxharn. who 
i:-:. a, YC'l',V f'stinuthle man. and :Th.Ir. Di11on 
were both QuePndanders by adoption, bnt 
::\Tr. Dillon has bcon there so long that I do 
_not think that lw can now cla.im that he is 
'' QUf<•nslander. On the last occasion when 
thi:-; qu{~S1 ioll wns bPing discns3cd 1\Ir. 
Tbcodore admitted that it was dPsirable that 
Quef'n~.Janch\r:-:. .c;;h•luld be sent hon1o, and I 
"\>ould like to know what the Premier intends 
to do in the matter. Who would be better 
.advoc-:Ltcs of Queensland than Queenslanders 
thcmsplve'? I <'ontend that tbey would be 
the people who would he best fitied to boost 
this State. 

I wish tn <h·a w att<•ntion to the statement 
"hich has been made to tlw effect that the 
\~i~it of the' Px-Pn•rni('r ~ynehror1ised with the 
~·peninp: of tlw British E:x'hihition at Wemblev. 
l'p to the prc6ent we have recciYed no repoi·l. 
-of wha.t took place at Wembley. I have seen 
Bon1o Jlhotograph~ of the Cofnmjssioncr:=: at 
the <'xhihition. I rlo not blam<:> them for 
being- <lrc•ssed to suit the company t,hey were 
in-(laughter)-but we as a Parliament have 
a right t.o know what took place at Wembley. 
From what I r·an lcaru. c-onditions seemed 
to lw in a most deplorable condition untii 
Mr. Joyce and Mr. ::\lobsbv went to \Vemblev. 
and people ecarcely klww where to find tl:ie 
-Queensland exhibit. \Ye find from th.­
rcport of the Agent-General that wme of 
-the exhibits from the Department of Agri-

r-nlturc arriYed too !ale to be pbl<•cd on 
<'x.hibition at -wemblev. While it mav be 
quitP a.ll ri!.!,·ht for f,hosp exhibits tO be 
ultili;-;Pd latPr on. the;: uufortunatcly ·missed 
tlw hns. They wt.ll'C' rpquirPd whilr- the 
cxbil,ition was on "' that the peoplL' of the 
ErnpirP and uf other nntio11s could !'.PC' vvhat 
C~twl·u~·dnnd prodnccB. 

The report of the ),gPut-(;eneral is an 
('\Cr'PllPnt documpnt compiled nndcr t.hc most 
trying cirenrnstancPs. :1\;lr. Huxham went 
Home bnoy<•d up with great hopes. Although 
a Qnccnslandcr ouly by a.doption, th,•rc was 
no better ad rocatC" for QuPcnsland than Mr. 
Huxham. As soon a,; he settled down, his 
wifl', who had gone home with him, was 
taken a.wav from him. If ever anvone 
_dP~(·J·yed tli{_' ~yrupath.v _of D1Prnbpr:; of· this 
f-lonr;P, it i~ thP Agent-GPnt:l'a.l. l sincerely 
lwpP t,hat 1 hP l'rPmiPr will t.ake into con­
;';idt•ration r}H' suggt•:-.tions -.d1ieh have boen 
made• from thi, sidt• in all good faith and 
1akl' tlw npcp:-_,;uy action to allow people 
of or her bmd> to sec what Qucensle.nd can 
Jll odw·f'. Tf an intprehange of officers 
bctwePll th0 Agent-General's office in 
London H]J(l the public sen-ice here could be 
an<mge•tl, it wonld do a g-reat deal of good. 

I r]o not know whether I sha.ll be in order 
in dPaling with the L•xhibition at \Yembley 
qn this Yoil•~I may lHlYP all upportunity 
of doing so on another votc•-but- I would 
a~k thl~ Premier if it is hi~ intention 
to giYe Parliament an opportunity of dis­
cu"ing that matter. Some hon. members have 
had th0 pri ,-ilPp;f' of going 1 hP re. I am glad 
to know that :'\Ir. J ovcP and :Vlr. :\lobsbv 
did 1£0od wm·k for Que<'nslaml at \Vombley, 
ancl I hop<' llwt a-11 opportunity will be given 
later on to thscns; tlw \\·,ho]p qw•stion of the 
oxh1bttwn therL'. 

:\Ir. ( 'ORSER (Bu; nr tt): \Vl' ha> e p.t"sod 
throug·h a YPry nnf01·tunatE" period in the 
l1istor:v of mtr caii;le industry, out th,-, AgE•nt­
GPHPral in tht' \'tduable J'epo.rt. "\vhich has been 
prPscnt<•d to us claims that the industry ha> 
Yer:v ll(·arl.v l'f'COVCred 011 the British market. 
H" shh',; that the total values of frozen and 
f'hil1()clnH'IH in1portPd fron1 the various sources 
of Sllppl_,- during· 1924 >Y<'l'C-

A JL<tralia 
'\ ow ZPaland 
:\ re:0ntin:t 
T~r.ngna~~ 
rnitPLl State;; 

Ameri{~a 
Odu•r emnltTics 

of 

£ 
3,450,000 

11.157,000 
27,646,000 

2.726,000 

254,00() 
1.356,000 

Tl1<• v alae'. per ton of the thr<'c principal 
itnport.ing· C'Ountrie~ \VC'rc-

Australia 
-:\'ew Zealand 
Argentina 

£ 
51 
75 
4B 

Pa~-..;iu.u· frou1 thl' rneat industry~ we come 
to OJI<' which is Yerv important anrl aff<?cts 
a .f,!"rl'a1cr llllllllwr of pPrRonR than the n1eat 
indu<tn. We find that the total imports of 
butter for 1924 were as follows:-

Country. 
:\rg('ntina 
Qw·cn,Jand 
Yictnria 
2'\ ew South \YalC"s 
XPw ~t~nlUnd 
Ca.nada. 
Ot hf'l' ('OH ntrit?-S 

Cwt. 
538,000 
174,000 
325,000 
130,000 

1,086,COO 
131,000 
377,000 

Mr. Cnrser.l 
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I ha re not queterl the imports from all coun· 
tri<•R, but " other countries " includes Siberia, 
whilst Argentina has only lately come into 
this fu·ld. It r..ppeals to- me as~ grea': tragedy 
that onr l'xports to Great Britain are held 
up to-dfl:>' by the shipping strike, the work 
of till' Agc·nt-Gencral's Office and his endea,­
nmr to "'''ure better markets nullified. and 
the horn,. market bE'ing occupied by foreign 
countriPs. This is the time when the resulto 
of tlw AgPnt-GPneral's work in increasing 
the markets for this particular product sheuld 
lw fplt. Bnt the market is closer! against us. 
and a Ycry sm·ious state of affairs is likelv to 
occur frorn the tremendous opposition from 
Siberia ancl other foreign or ex-enemy coun­
tries. It Inakes one almost i1nag-ine tiHJ t it J...; 

Dart. of a scheme to deny us and give 1.o 
foreignC'rs the om1ortunity which the shipping 
troubl<' sPcms to be providing. Other countrie., 
ar0 ],pr·nming very formidable competitors of 
Austr,t!ia. and. if we are to have our markets 
closed >~;::ainst us by a world-wide organisation 
in tht' int0re,ts of the foreign<'r and against 
those of British Dep0ndencies, ii is time for 
us to drar,- some of the scales from our eye' 
and 1ea!i'<e the position. The meat export 
trad0 of Anstralia has not played the part it 
should haYe played. 

Th;• ciH'l'sc Pxport of Australia for 1924 was 
46.785 ,.,,-t, as against 1.479.000 cwt. from 
Xew Zr•aland, 1,005.985 cwt. from Canada., 
and two or thre" times Australia's export 
frotn [talY and the Netherlands. That makes 
Ol1f> l'Pali~t· th0 great irr1port.ance not only 
of tlw Agent-Gen<eral's Office but of deYelop­
ing t.don~ (·<..•rtain linPs in .\u~tralia. T can­
not sa,· •hai I a!!Tt'C with tll(' lin0 ef thought 
of tht' h,m, member for Kurilna in connec­
tiotJ .,-ith t-h" Agent-General's Office. I 
believe that in Australia w0 ran do a great 
d0al mot'<' than the Agent-Gmwral's Office. 
the l'rf''S delegatc•s. or the Ft•deral and State 
GoYPrnnl0!lts to assist imn1igration. If we 
ca.n proYide rea~onable possibilities of a o·oocl 
Ji,·ing on the lanrl for people desirou~ of 
following thai occupation, ilwrp is no 
ne!'f"Ssit:y to sp~:nd 1nonoy on pcoplt• f1·om 
on t-"-<'B~ by pa:'-·ing· their passa~l.'L':-:. 

Th•· TK\ll'ORARY CH.\IRl\L\?\: Order! 

~rr. COR~EH: \\""tl cat1 ~ayp th0 Agent­
GciJNa l's Offirp ilw expenditure of that 
an1unnt of tnonPy. \Ye can (!.ncourage tho 
prop!f' on the land. and theY 'Yill induce 
tbr~ir friPnds from ov0r:.:opas to folio"· thPrn to 
Au~trn1in. V\"'c kno,\· that, whPll gold i~ 
struck. a rush se1 s in. and th0ro- is no nece~­
sit:> for an Ap;l•nt-General to indn'''' pPopll• 
to co1n•· along. \YhPn our socondan· indus­
tries pay good_ wage~. "\YC do not r~ec'd the 
Ag,.lli-G<'lJNa.l's Office to induce JWople to 
eonw oui herl'. In fact. WD ha.-e to take 
son1c lllE'flll~ of prC'Yenting tllcn1 frmn con1ing 
and ovcrcl'O\Yding our industriPs. If \V(' 

mak(' 011r fa1'1ning pursuits rmnun0ratiYe and 
tnakt it possible for thost' indu:--trie:-; to pro· 
,-i·dc •ttf!ici~nt rcventJ~ to comppnsat-c for the 
loiH•Iy lif0 that many pN•plP han• lo live 
in countrv ·di!-itrie1s, then' will be no l1P<'f'~· 
~ity for tl.lt' votP that we are <liscussing. The 
P''"i,j" '"' t.hP land will advi'rtise Auiitralia, 
a.nd. if the rc•turn frem th0 land is commen· 
mrat'' \Yith tlw work involved. thorp will be 
suffi•·ir,Jt indne<'me'Jt for those people on the 
land to enf·onrage their frif'nds h·orn oYerseas. 

It<'lll (Agl'nt-GPnPral for the :''tatP) a grcf'd 
to. 

f.llt•. Corser. 

Al:DIT OFFICE. 

The PRE~IIER (Hen. \Y. K. Gillies, 
ll'rtcha 111) : I beg to move-

" That £17,880 be granh•d for 'Audit 
Office.'" -

:VIr. l\L\XWELL (Toowony): I d(•sire to 
brirn~· und0r !hL· notieo of the Pren.1ier a 
mai ter to wh1ch I called the attentwn ef 
the <'X-Prcmier last vcar when this .-ote 
was being discu•-sPd. ' The salary of the 
Auditor-General is provided fm• in the 
,;chcdul<>s at £1,000. I ha,·c previously 
pointed out that for a great number of years 
th<' Auditor-Geneml has bce'!'i rt'oeiving this 
salan. I desire to show the unfair treat­
ment .. that has been meted out to the Auditor· 
General, and in making the comparison I am 
about to 1i1akc l want it understood that J 
am not finding fault with officers in other 
dcpa1·trnents who have received increases. ] 
";ant to draw attention to tlw Com•nissioner 
fnr Trade. lie is an estimable officer, who 
prior to his present appointment was an 
audit officer under the Auditor-General, yet 
I find that the Auditor-General. who was 
his superior officer, rcPeiY<'S £1.000 per 
annun1, whereas the Commissioner now 
reccin•s £1.100. I do not call that ·'cricket." 
It is most unfai1·. and f!,'iYcs yery little 
encou-rag<'lll01Jt to effiPer' of the calibre of 
the ,\uditor-Gcn!'r.11. I am sati'fi<'d that 
there art• hou. members opposite who do 
not stand for anything like that. Here is 
a nwn "·ho holds a po9ition of great responSl· 
bility. \\'hat l'Bcouragemem is it to such 
men when thcv sep subordinate officers 
transferred to po.sitions which are not paying. 
and wh0 are r<'cci.-ing £100 more in salary? 
The Prmnier must realise the ridiculousness 
of such a position. The ex- Premier stated 
that. although the salary was a fixed ene 
iu tlH• sdwclnle. lw recognised that it t'e­
quirecl considerat:on. The Premier should 
g·o thoroughly into the matter. 

:vir. CoLI.D;~: 'l'h0 ehir>f ins!)f'C'1or ha~ got 
an incrPasc. 

:\11'. ~L\XWELL: That is so, and then> 
an' other of!ic(•r;o n'('Ci,-ing· incrNiscs. I do 
uot find iauJt with that. What I find fault 
"·ith is that a:J oflic<•r wilh tlw qualifiPations 
of the ,.\.nrlitor-Ccneral shoLtld be receiving 
a salan- £100 less than an offief'l' ,.·ho for· 
rnerly 'occnpiC'd a ;;,uburJinate po~ition to 
him. · 

lion. T. Dt x~T\X: If vou look further 
down the E:::iimatc~ vou 'will see that an 
extm aiiPWallcc of £250 i;; prm·idcd for the. 
.\uclitor-Gencral. 

:\Ir. :YIAX\YELL: Twehe menths have 
elapsed since that was donP. 

Hon. T. DrxST.\X: Look further down the 
list. 

i\Ir. 1\L-\XWELL: I ccrtainlv would like 
the GovcrnuH'Ei 1·0 go into thO n1atter and 
see that justice is clone to thi;; officer. 

1\Ir. KELSO (Yundah): 1 had a note to 
~pr-ak on thi:::. 1nattL'l', but hon. n1embt:r.:J 
oppo~it0 nr0 r1g-bt. For th(' first· ti1nc there 
is an a llnwan<'t• of £250 furthPr down the 
E~timates for the Auditor-General. Further 
down agc1in I find •· Travelling exppn:--t:; of 
Auditor-Generltl. £150." It seems to me 
that on this <J<:casion tht• Government hav& 
Pvidentlv r'•cou·nis<•d that th<• Au-ditor­
Gen<'ral' should ·get something more. though 
it would hav<' been far bettet to incre&S& 
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his "alary. In addition to the argument 
mod by the hon. member for 'I'oowong, I 
"'oulcl point out that the Auditor-Genera.! 
is a financial judg<' of the operations of 
the State•. He has as much responsibility 
as a judg0 of the Supreme Court, who geta 
£2.000 a year. The Auditor-General, an 
('Xpcrt i11 his profession-a man who has 
spPnt loug years dealing with these matters 
and \dlo knoV\'!-'. his. busi11css £ron1 A to Z­
sometimeg has to act as a. critic of the Go­
vPrnnwtit-. awl shottltl bP quite• apart from the 
pxistiug polities of the Government. He has to 
givP a financial cdtiquc of the Government.\; 
financial operations during the year. 'I'here­
fol'c the Government have placed him on 
thP Sdwdules. recognising that he must- be 
outspokc·n and must bP in au independent 
position. So his appointment is one 111ade 
by Parliament. 

Mr. DASH: Yet you quibble at the Auditor­
GPnera 1 r)assing certain account-s. 

::\Ir. KELSO: It is not a question of 
passing accounts. ~obody doubts the Audi: 
tor-Gent:'ra]',; word, but perhaps he did not 
go into the matter in detail. All we asked 
wa' t.hat the· vouchers should b., placecl on 
the tabl0. If anY hon. member asks for 
those 'oudwrs to· be plaPed on the table, 
Iw is nuite entitled to do so. It is not a 
matter. of trust-ing the Auditor-General. If 
an hou. mcmlwr 'vishes to go further than 
the inw.-tigation of the Anr!itor-General, he 
has, a perfect right to do so. 

For n long series of years. a\vay back to 
t-lw tinw when £1 was worth more than £1 
is worth to-day. the Auditor-General was 
paid £1.000 a year, and until this year his 
salary has remained on the Schedules at 
£1.000. It would be far better for the 
PrPmic•t· to mak0 th1> salary £1.250. 

[ slmll nwntion an ofliP<'r-and I remind 
t-h" l'rPmi,,r th:•t I am not saying this man 
is nor worth tlw money, because he is. The 
Pnhlic Service· Cornmis~ioncr haf' had his 
salary increas0<l this year from £1,250 to 
£1.500. I say nothing ag-ainst }fr. Storv, 
and I do not think am·bodv in this Chamber 
will tlo so. JI(' is ,(· most capable officer. 
aHll npJHll'0ntly ihP GovC'rnn10nt recognise 
his abilit-y by incn•asing his salarv from 
£1.250 to £1.500; but. aftN due clelibcra­
tion. I sav that the r0sponsibilitv attaching 
to th0 office of Public SerYice COmmissioner 
is not nearly as great as that. attaching to 
tl!0 ofii, . ., of th0 Anditor-Gen0ral. I am talk­
jng- upon a CJ1H'Stion that I understand. It 
ha~ bt•Pn c;;ngg-e~tcrl that :Y1r. St-orv s0ttled 
tlll' .... tril.\:P. a_nd. perhaps that has s01nethi:rg 
to do 'nth ht< mcrrase: but- the responsibili­
tJt" atr.aehmg to the office of Auditor-General 
a r·p equa I to those attaching to the office of 
(I .J IHl.~.tP of r.hc' Supreme Court. The Auditor­
G crwnd. is ':'k('cl to ]Ht><s judgment fairly 
~nd dispa~'-'Ion<.l ~Bl:v on thP <''(pC'nditure 
H!C!llTt•d by the ::itntr•. In order to do that 

hP n1n~t bC' ln a position \vherC' 
f9.3C p.m.l hf' is not nnc!N ihf' whip of any 

. Gov0rnment. so that hn can act 
111 a. ft'R riPs~ rrHlTln<'r and g-ive his opinion 
hon0-1l0·. as we know 1VIr. Robertson does. 
I do not think any man in this Chamber 
would dare to sav that the Auditor-General is 
not a n1o..:;t ('apab1c officer. 

f\1:·· RIORDAX: r, t-he Public S<'n-icP C'om­
llll~SH.mer not a n1ost capable officer? 

Mr. KELSO: T saicl so at the start. and 
I hop,, the hon. memb0r will not twist my 

nmrarb. as hP oft.l'!l tl'i<'s to do. I starteJ by 
pointing out that Mr. Storv is a most capabh• 
officer and worth the n1o:ricy he is going to 
gel ; but I also say that the Auditor-GPueral 
is a most capable officer. and I say that tlw 
Auditor-General has more rcspousibdity than 
::\IIr. Story. 

:\tr·. \YJXSTAXLEY: He has not. 

::\Ir. KELSO: The hon. member <'all diffH 
from me, hut I know more abouL tlw r<'sponsi­
l,ilities attaching to thP office of Audito~­
GPneral than the hon. member does. I hope 
that th0 PrPmiPr will sec his way to add th<:> 
£250 which is nnt down as an allowanc2 to 
the _·\uditor-Getteral to his rwrmanent salary. 
I think the offi<"c rPquires it, and I hope that, 
wlwn the next. Estimates come on, the salary 
for the Auditor-General in th<' Sch<>dulcs will 
lw £1.250. 

Mr. HIORDA~ (!Jurki): Personally I do 
not think the Au<litor-Ge!l<'ra] is in a very 
bad position, seeing- that he is on £1,000 a. 
vear. I do not know whether hon. memb<'rs 
~n·e arguing that the Public Service Commis­
sioner and the Co-mmissioner for Trade are 
g0tting too much or that the Auditor-General 
is getting too little: hut, if th<' Auditor­
CC'neral cannot get along on £1,000 a :,rPar. 
how can W(' 0xpcct thE> two clerks at .£160 a 
V<'ar and th<' cl<'rk on .£120 a year to get on? 
The amount sot down in the Schedules for 
the Auditor-GE>twral is .£1,000 a year. which, 
with th<' £250 allowanc0 on the Estimates 
and the further amount of £150 for travelling 
PXpC'nses, makes a total of £1.400 a year. In 
the' eircumsta11c0s the Auditor-General is much 
hPttN off than many otlwr people in the State. 
1 rPgTct Y('l'Y much that. when giving incrf"ases 
to those m·er £1.000 a vf'ar. morp consideration 
wa~ not given t.o thoRP on the botton1 rungs 
of the ladriPr. Thos<' who are getting £300 
a v<'ar and o'·pr do not fe0l a 'r<'duction so 
nn;ch as thos0 in rf'cPipt of kRS than £300 :t 
\"eat·. nnd I do not think increases to thosi3 
in rpr0ipt of hig·h salariC'R arf' warrantPd at 
a time likP this whpn we hav0 had trouble 
•viih th<> men on thE> low0r rung-s. Bt'fot·(' 
inf'rPaSf'B of thl!'- kind n rC' _given. n1orC' con­
sideration should be g-iven to tbe bottom dog. 
Tt is all Yf'l'Y nic" to put in a plea for tlw 
\ 11rl itor~GPnC'ral. \Ve rP<'og·nif'P the responsi­

bilitY thnt thP Auditor-General has to carrv, 
hnt. ·,"his salan is includC'd in the Schedules. 
T tn k<' it that l;P will conti11uC in office until 
h0 i~ sP.y0n(v ~vr-nr" of a!TC'. "Fff' is onl~l 
r0rnovablc bv Parlia.m0nt. Those on the low0r 
nu~g, ha ye no .('TP8t ,,,f'C'lll~itv of t('nur0. ·while 
th0' office-r~ \Yho arc m~"'nt.ion('d in thf"l 
f'C'lu'dllll':-; haY<' ::=cruritv of tenure so long as 
thi'v do not disnlense PaT]iament. [ for on<' 
rcc~g-nise that th0 nosition of Auditor-Gcn<'ral 
]~.; in~t. ns l'f'!'.non~ihiP a:-; thC' po~itlon C'ithPl~ 
nf :VIr. Storv or thn C'ommisRion0r for Trade. 
ond T do not. think anv of thPm will want fol" 
fln,,thlng- if th0v ill"P ·a11ow·C'0. to < arrv on at 
their pr0s0nt salal'ies. · 

At 9.35 p.m .. 
ThP CHAIH.:Ot.\X l'('~lnnPd thC' ('hajl', 

'\fr. FRY !Tt~,ri!)J't\: \\hat T objPct to is 
the g-ranting- of a privat0 nllowant'P, no 
rn~ttPr what nosition a n1an may be in. I 
<ohaH b" dnd if thn Pr<'mi<'r will explain why 
ih<' ollo,,·ancp of £2fi0 i; f!ivpn to the 
..\nr!itor-G0nf'l'al. nnd what are thP <'onditions 
a'tachillg to it. It shonld b<' <lir0d ealary­
Wlt salary and allowance. 

Tht' PRF.:.VUER !Hon. W. ::'\. Gillie,, 
Enrltami: It i.; CJllilP ll"ll<' that th0re i~ 

lion. 'VV. ,v. G-z7lics.] 
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proy1swn made on the Estimates on this 
ocl'asion for £250 as an allowance to the 
Anditor-Ueneral. which is very ea:s•ly 
explainable. It is about fifty ;years arro smce 
thP AU<litor-Gene,·al"s salary was fixt>d by 
statute at £1,000, and it appears from the 
speeches of Opposition members that ~hey 
r('gard that salarv as too \Ittle. The Auchtor~ 
Gc·neral has had a cons1d• 1·ablc amount. of 
work to do dnring the last few years whteh 
did not obtain in days gone loy, such 
as the supcn·ision of the StatP Pntcr­
prisc•s, the \YhPat Board. all(! otlwr t hmgs 
whic-h COHlC' UlldC'r 111~ ]UflSfhCtlOll 110\V) 

ancl it was thought that the salary 
·>'hould be incr•'asl'd; hut it cannot be 
inrrt'asc'd except by the method employed in 
th'-"'l! Estirnatc~ of rnalung an allowa.nce. 
It is proposed to amend the Audit Act at 
thP earliest possible moment to increase the 
Auditor-General's salary. \\'e have to recog­
ni>P that thl' rPspomibilitics borne by the 
Auditor-General shoLJld bP adequately paid 
for. :'\ot onlv in Qucenslrrnd but all over 
Au,tralia men. holding high and responsible 
po,itions have had their salaries increased 
from time to time. It is quite true that the 
lower-paid lllPll han' to live, that they wear 
the srunP an101Ult of dothing and reqnir(' tlw 
sanlP an1ount of hon:-'illg aud food as higher 
paid ofli<'ers: but it must be reeognised. if 
''"P an· 1 o rPtain thP services of men occupy­
ing positions like the Auditor-General and 
<Jthers. 'H' shall hav-e to increase their 
salaric,. As I said before, it is fifty years 
since thp salary wa:;; fixed .. a11d fort.y-C'ight 
vear~ si !H'P t hP sal a ties of l\Iini &t<"r:S were 
fixed. Of cour~c. Minish'rs' salaril's have 
not increa~ecl in the sarnc ratio as those of 
othl'r people. 

:\lr. l(ELSO: 1;-on adrnit ~·on ''"ant uwrc 
~ala ry? 

Tlw l'RKYllER : Hon. members can 
incr<'a'.c it at <1ny time they like. (Laughter.) 
It is forty-eigh1 y(lars .<;ince }1iuister~· 
·salaries WNll fixed at £1.000. It is propoBecl 
in the near future to alter the Act and 
increase the Auditor-Ueneral's ~alary to 
:£1,250 a year. 

ltem (Auclit ( lffieeJ agreed to. 

BDJ !GR.\TIOX. 

The PHE:HIEH (Hon. \Y. X. Gillies, 
E'uc/w 111) : I beg to nlove-

" That £11,728 lw granted for ' Imrni­
gTation.' '' 

!dr. ELPHI:'\STOXE (Oxley): It was my 
privilege to become associated wmewhat 
actively with this question, being a member 
nf thP council of the New Settlers' League. 
In that connection, although I think that 
everv vear invitations are extende<l. to Go­
vern~n~nt members to take up representa­
tion on that body, I am sorry to say that I 
have ll<'V<'r yd seen any of them at any of 
t!w meetings. It is rather unfortnnat<' that 
that is l!Jc position, because this question of 
immigration should not be one of party poli­
tics. The body I han1 mentioned has endea­
Yourcd to keep it frcp from party politics, 
·hut the way in which hon. gentlemen oppo­
sik abstain from lending their advice and 
help to the moYement is rather unfortunate. 
and I make the suggestion that they rPmedy 
that Olllis"ion a:-:. soon as possible, because. no 
maUc•r what our polit.ical diff~rencc•H may bP., 
-our public utterances all go in the one <lirec-

[ If on. 1r. .Y. Gill:ies. 

tion-that Qul'cn:-;land wa-ntt:i in1migra:r:ts. 
ThP Pn·mier att0nded the annual convention 
of tlw :'\p,,- S0ttlNs' League and expressed 
his firm belief in the need for increased 
popnlation. and how necessary it is to 
Queensland; but, when it comes to the 
adnal work of the :'\ e"· Settlers' League, 
:-'.O far I have not ::;eeu anv ruen1ber 
on tb,. Gm·pnmwnt benches attend the 
meetings. although ihev have been invited 
to do s•J. It was Yei·y satisfying indee9-
to hear at the last, meeting of the counml 
,-er,- landatnr:; reports of the work of the 
offict'r> of the Immigration Department. It 
v.a!' ~rated that v('rv Pxc:ellent attention 
i:=; giYE>n to arrivd.ls fron1 oycr~l'as, to the 
Pxtenl that theY arc made to feel quite 
happ,· and cumfoJ.tablc on reaching the shores 
of QuPf'nslanrl. It i~ ple.a.;:.ing to know .th:~t 
:-;u('h att0ntio11 i~ being givf'n, beca.use It ts 
in1portant t.hat a good inlpl't':-."'ion ;;:;hould be 
made 011 their 1nind~. 

:\fr. \YEIR: Sorne of rhcn1 arc· rlo\\11 at 
St. Helena now. 

:'vir. ELl'Hl:'\STO:'\E: They may JJot he 
the only peoplr who should be ill St. ~elcna. 
{Laughtl'r.) This quc\"fion is a .Yery I1H:por­
tant on<'. awl, judging by the 1ntcrrl~pi1~:ms 
of hon. InC·Inlwrs opposite'. if t.hC',\ are lndlC~­
tive of the party which they represent, It 
look~ a:-. if "c \Ye re 1ni~·dcd a" to the 1Jltl'll­

tion> of the Government. \YP have in our 
tni.d:-;t at pre-,pnt a gcnth.'n1all named An1ery 
who i' an emi"arv from tlw British Govcrn­
rncn1 to rl'Jnind tiucensland th~t there is ~n 
or<:rani:-;atiua which <.'xis!~ ~prc1ally to uss1st 
im~ni~THilt~. an-d rhat -the British GovE"rnR 
tncnt '-placed YPry larg·p sun1~ at t.h0 .disposal 
of thf' Qy·'r:-;ea:-:; SPttlPment Conunntee t.o 
a"i't immig:mtion to different parts of t.he 
Empit·t'. aLe! from a >peech which I heard 
him makt' I gatlwr dwt £3,000,000 per 
annnn1 for iiftl't~n ypars IS set asulc as f'xpen­
<liturc from rev~nuc-11ot loan---wiih the 
objl'l·t of as:--l~ti11g in11ni~!,Tation withi•.l the 
Empin'. llc told us. what was a snrpnse to 
ml'. that of this £3.000,000 last year only 
£450.000 was expended. ancl that "bout 
£2.500.000 was unexpended simply bc:cause 
proper elaims had not bc0n put forward 
\YitLin thf' m0aning of thP Art. 

Th<' ~t:CRET.IRY FOR .\GRTlTL1TRE: In what 
,vay i' that motwy expended? 

:'vir. ELl'III:'\1:\TO::XE: I understand that 
of 1111y ''xpenditure which thP State or Com-
1110llW('H 11 h GoYf'rnn1ont rnay ·der1dc to 1ncur 
for this pnrpo'e 50 per c-ent. will be adYanced 
bY tlH' I-IomC' GoYernrnent . 

. The SECRET \RY FOH Ac:mcrr.Tt::RE: I think 
you arc making a mistake. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTO?\E; The hon. gentle­
man can correct me. 

The SBI'RETARY FOR AGRICl'LTURE: It i" 
subjecJ to ngt'<'l'ment between the Common­
\YPalth and British Gov£'rnn1Pnt~. 

:'v'lr. Ef.l'III:'\STO:'\E; It is quite true 
that ilu· British Govl'rnmcnt only recognise 
the Commomn:altb Government in the 
matter. but that doe'" not prevent the State 
making suggestions to . the Comm.o'!'":oaJth 
Gon•rJJrnPnt. and talnng the uuttatlve 
s0 that t.hc·ir pmposals can receive. their 
enrlorsPmPnt and they can get the assistance 
of t!LP Briti-h Covernment. Although we are 
all (·rying ont for population. very . littl.e 
(\{fol't, i:-< hein(r 1nade to obt.ain the unmi­
frrant1":i tllf.~ (';untry require, nnd on that 
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poiat I want t<> call attention t<> some 
aHthoritatiYe ~tatl'liH~nt:-; '''hich have been 
rnadr" re('cutly. 

(,JnitP ,.,.c,•ntl,v "" had a Yisit from an 
A1_17lil'all Bishop frotll Nonth Tokio. lie 

. ...:.a1(t:-
" He \vtl' in '\llllJath,, \\ith the" bite 

,\t"tralia policy· if <it. \\'.Pl'e po"iblc. He 
felt ''""' 'tmnglc' that all Australians 
·rlitl not. rPtdi"' the ,t.rength of t.h<• Jiying 
fort·":-<. in tlw Ea~t. \vith \\ hiclt :-;onH' dav 
thPV IlHlSl c·OlJll\ {q t('\'rllS. 'l'}w time \Ya~S 
pa:-~iJlg"- if it l1ac l no1 nlr0ad)7 pa<.,sed­
\Yh<'n tt'l'fll" vt~uld bP dictated to .Japan. 
To,dtty .Japan a.,kNl eqmtlity: to,n1onow 
,]w might ,],•nwnc1 it.. 'l'lw Yonng 
J aJHll1P'0 part~' would g<•t \\ lwt it. wanted, 
h~, pt•<H'('fnl uwans if po~sibl(\ bnt they 
would get it. The rioting at Shanghai 
waf' an instance• of \Yhat 1 he ·deHtands of 
t.he :voungf'r gf'rwration n1ight lllL'flll." 

That i~ ::1 warning c01ning fron1 an Austra­
lian wl10 ha~ spc·nt a gTt·at. llHilllwr of y(•ar:-; 
of hi' life amongst the Japanese in a 
{·onntrv \YhPl'C' the llU]nllat.ion i~ being alrnost­
fon·t>(I' into i he f'Ca bY J'I'C:l:-'011 of thl'l't' not 
~H··ing suflici0nt sparo ~Ya1lahlP to rnake pro­
Yi~.ion for the L'X]HUJdiag nun1ber~. In thai 
<'OlJilPrtion Jnav I direct the a:tention of this 
{:lwrulH'I" to so~n<' sta1i.stics :.,ho''Tinp; thl' popu­
lations per square mile in some of the 
conutries which figure very largely in this 
qm•,tion. The population per square mile 
in .'l.ustralia is one and four-fifths, in New 
z,., land eleven and fonr-fifths, China 225, 
in .Japan 376, in Uerrnany 310. in France 172, 
·m.! in ·r<;nglant! 701. (hw has to boar in 
1hillc1 that bY reason of the lllOlUltainous 
natttt'f~ of .JapUn Hwrc js not tht· san1e an1ount 
of Jand a\Tailable for agricaltura1 purpose:-; 
and thP fcNling of tlw .Japanese is becoming· 
·qnitP a problem. TherP is not the slightPst 
·donbt, like it or not as "'" may, that that 
eouutry i:-' lwing foret)d h.v economic eb·cum~ 
... t.anc·0s to ~<'l'k a n0w oqtlPt for its popu­
lation .• md we ban' sNw thr t•fforf,, which 
ilutt. country m:Hk at t.h<' League of :;[ations 
Convcntioa. <nH1 .;;lu) t1lorow.th]v intend~ 
"-OOllCJ~ or later to r<tisl' this (;w..,St.jon in a 
"YL'I',\. prononnC'ed forrrL The La hour party 
ha~ a lway . ..; proclaitnPd that its mission iR 
to ··top the selfi,h r<:'tcntion of anything 
<>f Yalue or an~· particular lwrwfits. It has 
iak<•n adYantage of that doctrine of latr to 
brr ak up in,.;titution' wlwre they thought that 
"'"H lth and ntlwr lww'Jit .. , wNP hrino· selfishlv 
n•tainrd. Yon haYt~ to iakp that. ti'"octrino a 
)ittle furtlH'l'. In ('u<•en,.;laml we lun·e a 
country whic~. '"'' art• continually stating 
ba~ llOtPllhalJhp,; .'I('C01Hl to llOJ1C in the 
world, and I do not think nny man q110Stions 
t.hat. ff tlwt i' a fact, ho-,y eau we possiblv 
hupt• to retain that Fxtraorc1inarv w0alth fo"r 
a handful oi JWopk whPn ordin'arv lmmani­
tnri:Jn c·n11sidrrnt.ion~ shonld cnu".~c us to 
ponder and fll'!.{ll0 1 ]wt. \Ye 'ihonld Jnakc thc~r' 
great potcnt.ielit.ie< aYailable to thi~ excess 
of population wl1ich i!" aecuntulaV,d_ jn such 
hug0 nut,tlwrs in other parts of the world. to 
rr.uch an Pxh•nt in rnany easps that they can­
not li,-o. \Yhai. bdtt•r illn;tration can I 
take than Great Britain at the present tim0 '! 
! ha,·f' shown t.hat .. England'~ population i"> 
101 to tho squar<' nnlc'. wh>•r<'as that of Aus­
tralia is a little und<•r 2. Sun'lv with all 
tlH··'" opportnnitif's ,,-hich have lwen made 
aYnilablt~ b~- thP nriti~h Government monev 
galnrc, oppnl'i nuitit•s fonnd for ·u~ \Yit.h 
1~nC(land ha,-i:tg n. population of 7C)l per 
.squaro mtle a..- agn 1nq ours nralt.)r 2 if our 
.::;yr!!pathiflA WPrn in the right direction and 

'"" really meant what we said, it should be 
1 H;s:..ible for us to translate son1e of these 
.--\Ynnn::.; in (;l'C'at Britain, \Yho arc on the 
hordt1 l' line of ~tan·ation, and giye then1 an 
opportunity t.o shan_~ in our vrosperity in 
thit-{ count.l'Y. That. i~ the hurnanitarian con­
sicll•ration. ~and, apart frorn that, there is the 
ot.he1· and ruorP ~dE:;h argunwnt that \Ve 
ll!Ust tak" ot<'Jl, tu pupnlatu this country, be­
<·au:.;;e. if \VC do not. rnost assurcdlv it is 
goi11g to be t tkcn h·orn us. Anstral'ia 1nay 
pl'otP"'t. a11d Hlay say to Japhn that we are not 
g-niu~· to tolPrat<• int('l'ff'r<'JlC'(', and that \VC 

arr- 11ot going to pPl'lllit ihen1 to enter our 
country L'XCl'pt. undt>r ~ontrol and in :-;uch 
a mntH1f'r as \\P pr(~scribe; but what steps 
eau y,·e t.ake to nn1in1ain tl1i:::. dctf'rnrinat.ion? 
A~')urulng that ,J apau ,-.-L're to defy us and 
:--.('nd nYt.·r }wr :-;urplus of povulation and 
tak<' forcibl() pos...,(~~'-ion of sornc of our un­
populated ~p::H.:~~- what is Au...,t.ralia goiug 
t.o do·: "'\\~e have 110 anny or uasy, or any 
Jiwans for d0fc11diug cur eontint~nt. The only 
p0~:'3i!Jlc• hope \YP hnYe j:"i tO go to f.l10 SC<tt 
of ErnpirP and a"'k (~rent Britain to keep 
ihP i11vcuh·y out. That is an unsatisfactory 
}JO:'ltion. ~nrdy the right position. and the 
right st(•p to tnke t't.:onOrnicallY and frorn a 
hu111rtllt: : ta11dpoiut., i:-; to take ..... dutrgo of the 
"Ltqdn"' population ·\yhich j::; n Ya.ilablc in 
Un•ut Britain a!ld :'pr('ad it on'r thi~ ,·ast 
<"ontillrnt ::-o t.~1at \n~ P.hall turn into actual 
1 t·alit.>" 1 h('SC' Ya:o:.t potentialities which '' c so 
frc:rjLlCiltly refer to. 

.:\fr. HY:\ES: \Yhat i,; the n.<c of bringing 
thf'lll hnc if \VC cannot absorb them in 
industry! 

Mr. ELPIII:'\ST(I~E: I d0alt with that 
lnatt(ll' a~ fully a~ l was able when speaking 
on the Financial Stat<•nwnt. I gave my 
YtPws as to why WP were not able to absorb 
tlw"' pcopiP in industrv. In mv humble 
opinion the fault lies at ~ur own door. The 
int.Prjr'ction of the hon. member is a per­
llll<'llt onP, and I •mgg<'Sl· that hp comider 
th<' argnrnPnts we advance on this side frotn 
limP 1o 1itnP a:o; lo wln· our t:ccondarv indns­
trit"' ai"P not adninf'tng. I n1ake ·bold to 
~ay that \\'P are co1ning· to the end of our 
wther so far as absorbing any surplus popu­
lation in our prin1ary indu.-.tries is concerned. 
Tla>rp is no use putting people on the land 
unh "~ we haYl' 1nore people to emlsurne their 
pr~)dnction.. ThP n-r!l·lcl'~ parit~· g-overns the 
pnc0s obtamable for the exportable surpluses 
~n our r~rin1ar:v in~-lu~trie~. and. except in 
H;o]atcd Jn:4ances. lt stands to reason that 
W'' shall have to look to our own country 
to consume our primary products. The only 
hop<' we have, then, is to establish secondary 
industries in our midst so that <>ne industrv 
will be dependent on the ot.her. What th~ 
one produces the other will consmne, both 
from a prin~ary and n s0condary point of 
YIP\V. 

Hon. '!'. Dc:KSTA:\: \Vonld you ha Ye the 
~ceondar.v indu~tries brought from other parts 
of thC' En1pin•? 

:\-fr. ELPBT'\STO~E: It is quite impos­
sible for us to Pstablish secondarv indus­
tries to the t•xtcnt I nwan witliout the 
aid of Great Britai11. If the circunl­
:-tancps 1verP madf:.' more favourable and 
confir1Pnr'P \\ '" established in thf' minds 
of thos<' who can establish and financ<' indus­
trv, we would attract. from Great Britain 
D1'en who ha.n' not got n~c for their brains, 
rnoney, and experience in that conntry, and 
th0 grl'at ect•onthn:~, indnstrie-; which could 
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be ostablislwd here would abwrb that sur­
plus. It st.ands to reason that these two 
things must go hand in hand, and that the 
nc<·e,,ary corollary to all thPsc projects is 
confidcm·p and stability; and you are not 
going to have that if the country is to be 
plung<>d into unauthorised raihva.y strikes, 
of if <'Tllj>lo~·pcs arP to hold up industry by 
tying up ships by the hundred in our ports. 
All th<''<' rnattPrs destroy confidence and 
jeopunlise our chances. 'This question is 
of the ntmost importance, and if is a duty 
noi· onlv to ourselves· but to our kith and 
kin across the sea and to those who are to 
follow us that. we should make some real 
effort to find a solution. AssuredlY we are 
not going to be pcrmittc<l to retain this 
country with its sparse population indefi­
nitclv. ·cndoubt.edly the mE'nacc is there. 
V\'hc;1 the Pn•mier gets up at these confer­
eJJC'<'' und slates thut the Gov<'rnmNit arc 
rrnlly s:nnpatlu,tie in these matters, 've 
ma.v a::-sunH~ that hP n1N1ns what lw !-iay~. 

At 9.55 p.m., 
Tlw CIL\ITDL\X said: 'Cnd0r th<' provi­

sions of SPssional Ord0rs agreed to by t.he 
Ilonsc on 29th July and 25th September, I 
shall now 1<'"''" the ehair. report progrc·"· 
and a:;;k leavf' to sit again. 

The IIon'<' resumed. 
Tht• CHAUL\tAX rpported progrc~s. 

The rc'-umpt.ion of the Committee was 
madP an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Ilouse adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Paper. 




