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Questions.

TUESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1925,

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree),
tock the chair at 10.30 a.m.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
messages from His BExcellency the Deputy
Governor, assenting to the following Bills:—

Inspection of Machinery Act Amendment
Bill;

Pumary Products Pools Acts Amendment
Bill;

Trust Accounts Act Amendment Bill;

Basic Wage Bill;

Primary Producers’

Organisation Acts
Amendment Bill.

QUESTIONS.

SCOHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS IN (GREATER
BRISBANE AREA.

Mr. KERR {Fnoggera) asked the Secretary
for Public Instruction—

‘1. What is the number of scholar-
ship entries from each State school in the
Greater Brisbane area for last scholarship
examinations ?

2. What is the number that obtained
scholarships in each State school in the
said a1ea."

‘“ & What is the percentage of increase
in membershlp for each State school in
the said area for last year?”

The SHECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude
Valley) replied—

“(1 and 2.) Statement showing candidates
for the April, 1925, State Scholarship
Examination who sat and passed from State
schools in the area of Greater Brishane—

BTATE

T
Schools, Sat. ; Passed.
|
Ascot e . Ll on
Ashgrove . . .. 1,
Bald Hills . .. . 2 2
Breakfast Creek . . 6 6
Brisbane Central .. .. L] 22 16
Brisbane Fast . 27 25
Brisbane South (Boys) 26 17
Brisbane South (G]rls and Infants) 18 10
Bulimba . .. . 7 7
Buranda (Boys) 21 15
Buranda ( Glrls and Infants) o 10 8
Cannon Hill . .. 8 1
Coorpatoo .. .. .. .. 25 18
Darra .. 6 6
Dutton Park’ (Bn *s 18 12
Dutton Park (Girls and Infants) 18 12
Tlagle Junction . 80 87
Enogﬂo,d .. NN 15 11
Fortitude ‘«a]lov (Bovs ) 8 2
Yortitude Valley (G 1rls and’ Infunts) 70 ..
Gap .. .. 2 2
Greenslopes .. .. .. .. 10 5
Hamilton .. .. .. Lo B 3
Hemmant .. .. . 6 2
Indooroopilly .. .. .. 0 11
Ithaca Creek .. .. .. 11 o
Junction Park . - .1 237 5
Kangaroo Point (Boys) .. .. 8 | 4
Xangaroo Point (Girls) .. L1201
Kelvin Grove (Boys) .. Lolo24 18
Kelvin Grove (Girls) .. o] 25 { 23
Jeichhardt Street (Girls) ., . 4 3
Manly . e .. .0 28 | 12
Milton e .. . . 25 | 18
New Farm . 30 | ie

1925—3 B
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Schools. : Sat. | Passed.
Norman Park .. .. .. 10 5
Nundah . . . 34 20
Petrie Terrace (Bovs) 10 T
Petrie Terrace (erls and Infants).. | 14 8
Pinkenba .. . .. 5 ..
Sandgate . . .. o 33 22
Sherwood .. .. .. . 23 22
Taringa .. . . .ol 81 | 41
Toowong .. .. .. . 24 | 20
Virginia .. il L1110
W est End (Boys) .. .. 17T a2
West End (Gnls) .. .. .. 8 7
Wilston . .. .. . 7 4
Windsor .. .. . .. 46 39
Wooloowin .. .. . 34 33
Wynnum Central .. .. .o 29 8
Wynnum North .. . .. 6 1
Wynnum West .. .. .. 1 i
Yeronga .. .. .. .. 23 1 11
Zillmere .. . 3 [

NOTE -~-*" Passing” the examination necessarily
implies the gaining of a State Scholarship.

“(3.) Statement showing the percentage of
increase or decrease in membership for each
State school in the Greater Brisbane area for
the year 1924—

PERCENTAGE
AVERAGE MEMBERSHIP
ATTEND- (AVERAGE
Schools. ANCE, ATTEND-
ANCE),
In- De-
2
1923. 11924 crease! crease
Ascot 343 376 9-6
Ashgrove .. 145 154 6-2 .
Aspley 64 68 62 ..
Auchenfiower (In' ants) 74 72 N 2.7
Bald Hills . .. 1138 98 .e 18-g
Belmont .. . 21 23 . .
Boondall .+ | Schoojl openjed 192!5
Breakfast Creek .. 2563 | 256 . .
Brighton .. 50 55 1 10 ..
Brisbane Central 378 | 411 87 ..
Brookfield . . 19 19 .

Brookfield Upper .. | 12| 16| 33

Bulimba 450 458 1-8
Buranda (Bo s) 271 306 | 129 .
Buranda (Girls and In- 484 477 2:8 ..
fants)
Cannon Hill ., .. 848 | 3817 . 78
Carina .. .- . 100 | 119 9-2 ..
Chermside 106 | 107 ‘9 ..
Coorparoo .. .. | 699 787 | 12-6 ..
Cooper’s Plaing . 62 62 .. ..
Cribb Island .. . 27 39 | 444 ..
Darra 124 | 130 4-8 .o
Dutton Park (Boys) 329 360 94 ‘e
Dutton Park (Girls and 594 | 624 51
Infants)
Eagle Junction 1,057 | 1,112 52 ..
East Brishane. . .. 11,013 | 1,031 1-8 R
Eight-Mile Plains . 49 51 41
Enoggera . .. 289! 3812 79 .
Figtree Pocket 20 16 e 20
Fortitude Valley (Boys) | 434 | 436 5-1 ..
Fortitude Valley (Girls) | 82 377 .. &
Fortitude Valley (In-! 270 242 . 10-4
fants) i
ap. .. e .. 63 56 1 .. 1 111
Gold Creek .. .. 15 18] 20 1 ..
Greenslopes o 545 552 1 131 ..
Hamilton 246 | 229 .. 2-8
Hemmant 140 164 | 171 ..
Hendra 127 125 .. 16
Indnoronplllv . 248 | 230 73
Tronsides .. .. 97 88 o 98
Tthaca Creek |, . 596 603 12 .,
Junetion Park | 918 955 4
Kangaroo Point (Bovs) 201 201
Kangaroo Point (Girls)| 234 231 1-3
Kangaroo Point (In-{ 150 | 168 | 12 .
fants) i
Kedron Upper .. 14 18 ¢ T
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J | PERCENTAGE

| AVERAGE | MEMBERSHIP

| ATTEND- | (AVERAGE
Schools. | ANCE. | ArTEND-

i | ANCE).

; ! | -
| | i In- ! De-
| 1023, i 1924 | crease| crease
P | | 1

| } |

Kelvin Grove (Boys).. ! 468 | 501 7-1 “
Kelvin Grove (Girlsand | 595 { 668 | 123 |

Infants) ! :
Kenmore .. ..| 88| 89 20|
Leichhardt Street | 181 189 | 44 ..

(Boys) I
Leichhardt Street | 172 1 170 | .. 1-2

(Ginls) | * ‘ ;
Lelchhardt Street | 179 ° 170 . ] B0

(Infants) | | ! !
Manly .. .. .. 4811 486 1 !
Milton .. . .. 854 945 107 ¢
Mitchelton oo | 140 162 1 157 | .,
Moggill. . .. o088 88l .1 B3
Morningside ..  ..| 83 42 273
Mount Gravath ] 135 148 To6| Il
Myrtletown .. [ .. | 25 8chool open-

i : ed 1924

New Farm .. .. | 834, 865 37 ..
Newmarket .. .| 350 | 336, .. 4
Norman Park L.op 481 5170 T ..
Nudgee .. . 781 73 .. 64
Oxley .. .. o} 1280 182 73 ..
Nundah . ..o 628 722 150
Petrie Terrace (Boys).. | 300 . 317 | 57
Petrie Terrace (Girls{ 539 | 596 ; 106

and Infants) | !
Pinkenba .. | 188 160 18 L
Pullen Vale .. . 26, 30| 154 ..
Rocklea .. . 145 154 ¢ 62 ..
Runcorn .. .. ’ 203 | 212 44 ..
Salisbury .. o122 181 .. 33
Seventeen-Mile Rocks 11 10, .. 91
Sherwood .. e 479 494 31 ..
Sandgate e .. 721 784 16 ..
Shorncliffe (Infants) .. | 121 126, 41, ..
South Brisbane (Boys) | 255 | 258 © 12 ..
South Brisbane (Girls 314 | 319 | 1.6

and Infants) : I
Stafford . i 86| 91 58 .
Taringa | 572 | 597 44 .
Toowong 567 | 585 | 32 .
Virginia .. 296 i 335 1 132 .
West ¥nd (Boys) 404 418 35
West Iind (Girls) . ’ 389 i 408 l 49 s
West End (Infants) .. ! 2561 | 240 ‘. 4-4
“Wilston .. Lo 894 441 ] 1149 ..
‘Windsor (1,040 11,1111 &8 L,
Wooloowin | 700 | 809 |16
Wynnum Central | 505 625 | 10-6 .
Wynnum North {2291 229 ¢ ., .
Wynnum West Lo 86 | 21-1 .
Yeronga . .. 438 4851 107
Zillmere .. o ‘\ 150 186 | 10-7 J .

Maxtarvy Waces axp OVeERTIME PAID BY
RAILWAY IDEPARTMENT.
Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. VOWLES
{(Dalbz), asked the Secretary for Railways—
“ What is the highest amount of wages
(including overtime) paid by the Rail-
way Department in the months of Janu-
ary, February, March, April, May. June,
and July of this year, under the follow-
ing cmployment :~—{a) Xnagine-drivers;
(b) firemen; (c¢) clearers; (d) guards;
{e) clerks; {f) conductors?”
The Q[RBCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J, Larcombe, Heppel) replied—
“The information is being prepared.”’

SaLEs or Rarooxy Corton anp Corrox SEED.
Mr, PETERSON (¥ormanby) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

“1. What was the quantity of ratoon
cotton sold in the Comimonwealth by the

B.A.C.A., Ltd., of the 192425 season’s
crop, and by whom was it purchased?

2. What was the price per lb. of
lint obtained?

“3. What was the price paid the
grower per lb. for ratoon cotton in seed
for the 1924-25 crop?

“4, Was any ratoon cotton exported
overseas; if so, what price was obtained,
and where was 1t shipped to?

‘5. What was the weight of the cotton
seed of the 1923-24 and 1924-25 crops sold
to the B.A.C.A., Ltd.; and what price was
reccived per ton for cach season’s seed?

“ 6. What was the amount of seed sold
to other customers; and what was the
price received?

““ 7. Under the existing agreement
with the B.A.C.A,, Ltd., what will be the
price paid for cotton seed of the 1925-26
crop !

“ 8. What was the value of cotton seed
in the British markets on the latest
quotations received by the Government?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Torgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

No.

“1. Three hundred and fourteen bales.
The purchasers were Messrs. Geo, A.
Bond and Co., Itd., Overells Ltd.,
MecDonnell and Hast, Lid., Carricks Ltd.,
Laycock, Littledike, and Co., and Richard
Harding and Co., Ltd.

“p—
Selling Price.
of bales sold. Pence per lb.
5 11.75
128 ..o 12
39 12.25
48 .. 12,50
61 12.75
5 13
23 13.25
5 13.50
314

¢ 3. The payments made to date have
been at the rates of 3d., 23d., and 2id.
per 1b., according to grade.

“4. No ratoon cotton of the 1924-25
crop has been exported overseas for sale.

“5, The weight of cotton seed of the
1923-24 crop sold to the B.A.C.A., Ltd.,
was 4,063 fons 14 cwt. 1 qr. 10 1b. The
price was £1 per ten. The quantity of
cotton sced from the 192425 crop to be
sold to the B.A.C.A., Lid., cannot yet be
ascertained. The price will be £1 per
ton.

“6. All seed except requirements for
planting was taken over by the B.A.C.A.,
Ltd. A charge of id. per lb. to cover
expenses was made for seed for plant-
ing.

7. £1 10s. per ton.

“ 8. The Government has no informa-
tion as to the current value of cotton seed
in the British markets.”

OPERATIONS OF ATHERTON Maize JPOOL.

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer) asked the Secretary

for

Agriculture—

1, What did it cost per bushel to
handle the maize that passed through
the Maize Pool at Atherton last year?

“2. Was the price of the bags used
by the farmers to carry their maize to
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+he silos included in the amount men-
tioned by him when replying to Mr.
Ydwards's question relative to the Ather-
ton Maize Pool?

“ 3, If not, can he say what the extra
bags actually cost the farmers? ™

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—
«1, 11d. per bushel, including admini-
strative charges, preliminary expenses,
cost of bags, local freights, cartage, ete.
“2. Yes.
3. Sec answers to Nos. 1 and 2.7

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
#able, and ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for
the Insane for 1924.

Annual Report of the Director, State
Children Department, for the year
1824,

Report upon the operations of the Sub-
departments of Aboriginals, Dun-
wich Benevolent Asylum, Inebriates
Institution (Dunwich), Jubilee Sana-
torium for Consumptives (Dalby),
Westwood Sanatorium, Government
Relief, Home for Epileptics (Willow-
burn), Prisons, Queensland Blind,
Deaf, and Dumb Institution, and
Diamantina Hospital for Chronic
Diseases (South Brisbane).

Regulations under the Charitable Insti-
tutions Management Act of 1885 and
the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb Children
Instruction Act of 1924, dated 15th
July, 1925.

TForty-ninth Report of the Secretary for
Public Instruction for the year 1924.

WORKERS COMPENSATION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

How. T. DUNSTAN (Gympie): I beg to

amove—
_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to Amend the
Workers’” Compensation Acts, 1916 to
1923, in certain particulars.

Question put and passed.

MAIN ROADS ACTS

BILL.
THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon, W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—

- “That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passed.

AMENDMENT

IPSWICH TRADES AND LABOUR HALL
LAND PERPETUAL LEASE BILL.

N TuizD ReapiNe.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

{Hon, W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—
“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’
Question put and passed.

~1
et

SALARIES ACTS OF 1922 AND 1923

REPEAL BILL.

THIRD READING.

The PREMIER (Hon. W.
Eacham): I beg to move—

““That the Bill be now read a third

time.”
Question put and passed.

N. Gillies,

WORKERS’ HIOMES ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg to
move— N

_‘“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

MINING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING. -

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddingion): I beg to move—
“ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”
Question put and passed.

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

InNtTIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(Br. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
Mr., McLACHLAN (3 erthyr): 1 beg to
move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Bank of New
South Wales Act Amendment Act of
1864, and for other incidental purposes.”’

This is a short Bill of three clauses, and does
not introduce any new principles. Its pur-
pese is to define more clearly and in language
more suitable to modern requirements the
business of the bank, so as to make it clear
that these powers and functions are equal to
those enjoyed by other financial institutions
of the same kind operating within Australia.
The powers asked for are no greater or wider
than any company registered under the Com-
panies Act can assume for itself under its
articles of association. 1 will explain the
Bill more fully during the second reading
stage.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CmalrMaX reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.
Mr. McLACHLAN (Merthyr) presented the
Bill, and moved—
“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”
Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.
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SUPPLY.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
Question stated-—

“ That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year 1925-
1926, a sum not exceeding £300 to defray
the salary of the Aide-de-camp to His
Excellency the Governor.”

* Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) : When the House
rose on Friday I was dealing with the wan-
derings of the hon. member for Herbert in
Lis political fairyland, where most certainly
his imagination seemed to have got him
bushed. He quoted an extract from a report
of the chairman of directors of Bonds,
Limited, New South Wales.- He also stated
that that firm was still waiting for protec-
tion. Apparently the hon. member does not
read, or he would know that just prior to
the time he made that statement the tariff
was being dealt with by the Commonwealth
Parliament.

On this subject of protection, I have here
an extract from the weekly edition of the
Melbourne ¢ Leader,” the chief protectionist
journal in Australia. The article states—

¢ The Government ’—

That is, the Bruce-Page (Government, which

was denocunced by the hon. member for Her-

bert for not doing this—
“must be given credit for having made
an honest attempt to abolish many of the
existing anomalies, and to give adequate
protection to Australian industries. The
revised schedule, introduced in the House
of Representatives last week, will
undoubtedly be exceedingly beneficial;
the measure of the benefits, however, can
only be gauged by the experience of time,
In f{orty-seven cases reductions of duty
have been made; increases have been
made in fifty-three instances, and there
are thirteen readjustments. The aim
apparently has been to wipe out many
purely revenue duties, and to furnish
increased protection to industries which
have suffered in competition with cheap-
labour countries, whilst at the same time
furnishing means for the establishment
of new industries for which the Common-
wealth possesses the raw materials and
the labour. The Minister of Customs has
estimated that the revised schedule will
mean the provision of employment for
25,000 to 30,000 workers within the next
two years.” :

Yet the hon. member said that the Common-
wealth Government are doing nothing in this
matter.

Again. on the question of secondary indus-
tries, employment, and so on, I find that the
hon. member makes the following astounding
statement cu page 542 of * Hansard ”:—

“ The following indicate the percentage
of increase or desresse in the number of
factory emplorces during the four years
from 1920 to 1923 :—

New South Wales (decrease) ... 10.94
Victoria (decrease) ... 6.23
Queensland (increase) 2.97

So that we show an increass of practically
3 per cent, in factory employees, whereas
New South Wales shows a decrease of
practically 11 per cent., and Victoria has
lost practically 7 per cent.”

[Mr. Swayne.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

These statements of the hon. gentleman are
entirely at variance with facts. He mis-
quoted the figures. I have here the last
* Official Year Book of the Commonwealth ”’
dealing with the years he mentioned. I find
from that publication that in the year 1919-
1920 there was an increase in the number of
factory employees in New South Wales of
13.22 per cent. ; that the year 1920-1921 showed
an increase of .39 per cent.; the year 1921-
1922 an increase of 2.67 per cent.; and the
year 1922-1923 showed an increase of 2.28 per
cent.

He also said that the figures for Victoria
in this connection show a decrease, but I find
that the figures for 1919-1920 show that the
number of factories in Victoria increased by
11.58 per cent.; that in the year 1920-1921
there was an increase of 3.39 per cent.; that
in the year 1921-1922 there was an increase
of 2.94 per cent.; and that for the year 1922-
1923 there was an increase of 5.25 per cent.
Yet the hon. gentleman distinctly says that
both those States show a decrease.

Coming to Queensland, I find that the very
first year he quotes shows a decrease, yet he
says it shows an increase. The figures for
1919-1920 show that the number of factory
employees in Queensland decreased by .24 per
cent.; that in 1920-1921 there was an increase
of 5.64 per cent.; that in 1921-1922 there was
2 decrease of 2.20 per cent.; and that for
1922-1923 there was an increase of 2.73 per
cent.——two decreases in Queensland and none
in the other States during the years he
mentions. It will be observed by the Com-
mittee that the statements of the hon. gentle-
man are distinetly at variance with facts, and
therefors are unreliable. The general results
showed an increase in the number of employees
engaged in factories in the various States, and
further, show that Queensland, rich as it is
in. all the needs of the manufacturer—rich as
it is in coal and wool—-cannot be compared
under this Government with the other States
which are not so fortunate in that regard.
Furthermore, I notice that the hon. member
for Herbert has been very careful in his
choice of years. I shall give a more compre-
hensive treatment of similar figures. Quot-
ing from the “ Official Year Book of the
Commonwealth of Australia,” I shall deal
with—

Averace NumBER oF FactorRY EMPLOYEES.

New South Wales.

1919-1920 144,454
1922.1923 152,266
An increase of 7,812
Victoria.
1919-1920 126.522
1922-1923 152,625
An increase of 16,108
Queensland.
1919-1920 40.891
1922-1923 43,408
An increase of only 2,517

Included in those Queensland figures are
5.883 sugar-mill emplovees for the vear 1928
1823 and 4.098 sugar-mill emplovees for the
vear 1919.1220. the record - showing an
merease of 1,491 in that regard. If the
sugar-mill employees are excluded from the
Queensland figures, the increase in the num-
ber of factory employees is reduced to 1,021,



Suprly.

While dealing with the figures of the hon.
member for Herbert I wish to point out how
he selects his years. The hon, member care-
fully confined his figures to the years from
1919-1920 onwards. If the figures of the pre-
vious year are tabulated with those lLie quotes
the comparison becomes infinitely worse in
the Queensiand record. I shall quote records
over a longer term of years—practically the
term of years during which the present
Government have been in office, I shall quote
figures from the year 1914-1915 to the year
1922-1923—

INCREASE IN NNuUMBER OF Facrory EMPLOYEES,
1914-1915 o 1922-1923,

New South Wales 43,063
Victoria . 37,163
Queensland ... 1,666 only.

I could quote the figures for South Australia,
Western Australia, and Tasmania, but they
would onrly make the position worse for
Queensiand, and I have not the necessary
time. Coming back to the proportionate
increase or decrease—and that is the most
important matter—this is what we find—

Facrory Emprovpes pEr 10,000 or MEAN

POPULATION.

1914, 1923.
Victoria ... B832 960
New Scuth Wales ... 626 701
South Australia ... 611 676
Tasmania ... 450 481
Western Australia 545 562
Queensland ... ... 641 556

Roughly, these figures cover the period dur-
ing which the present Government have been
in office, and the figures actually show a
decrease so far as Queensland is concerned.

[11 a.m.]

Then let us take the actual fgures for the
various States during the nine years prior to
this Government ceming into office and dur-
irfx{% the nine years that they have been in
office—

1905 to 1914, 1914 to 1923,

Per cent. Per cent.
Victoria, ine. ... 60 inc. 128
New South Wales, inc. 52 ine. 75
South Australia, dec. 45 inc. 65
Tasmania, dec. ... b3 ine. 31
Western Australia, ine. 58 inc. 17
Queensland, inec. ... 123 dec. 75

Queensland, instead of being first on the list
as regards Increase as it was during the nine
years prior to this Government taking office,
now shows an actual decrease of 75 per cent.
during the nine years that the present
Government have been in office. Thesc figures
entirely disprove all the statements mads by
hon. members on the other side regarding
the progress made in Queensland in secondary
industry; they rather indicute retrogression
than progress.

Now let us take woollen mills. At the
present time, of the only two woollen mills
we have in Ipswich the larger, which em-
ployed between 200 and 300 hands, is out
of action. OCnly the smaller one employing
from eighty to ninety hands is at present
working ; yet hon. gentlemen opposite blame
the Commonwealth Government because 40
per cent. of the woollen mills in Australia
are out of action at the present time. If
that is so, then Queensland 15 in a worse
position in that regard than the rest of

[29 SEPTEMBER.]
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Australia, because 50 per cent. of the woollen
mills in Queenslard are out of action at the
present time, while about 75 per cent. of
the workers employed in woollen mills in
Queensland are out of work. I have a
clipping taken from a paper in New South
Wales, published during this month, which
shows that Queensland does not compare
with the rest of Australia in this regard, as
new mills and factories are being started in
other States—

“The Orange, New South Wales,
woollen mills will be ready for the recep-
tion of thoe spinning and weaving
machinery in about a month’s time.
The main spinning rcom, which has
a flocr space of 5,000 square feet, is
almost complete, and the manager, an
expert from Bradford (England), will
arrive shortly to supervise the ecrection
of the machinery. When the mills are
in full operation it is expected that 500
persons will be employed.”

Then again, the Sydney ‘ Bulletin 7’ of 30th
July of this year has this advertisement 1n

regard to motor-body works in South
Australia—
“ Progress of motor-body building in
Australia,

“Great oaks from little acorns grow.

“ Holden’s growth of output from
12 bodies to 35,000 per annum in seven
years.

““ Australia’s benefit in employment and
production,

“ Capital, 1918, £25000; 1924-1925,
£492,500.

*“ Floor space, 1917, 11,872 square feet;
1024-1925, 40 acres.

“Total number employees, 1917, 19;
1924-1925, 2,600,

“ Value of annual wages paid, 1917,
£3,706; 1924-1925, £491,000.

“Bodies produced, 1918, 617;
1925, 35,000.

“ Value of output, 1917, £9,617; 1924-
1925, £2,000,000.”

Yet we know that in Brisbane that particular
industry has gone down. I was travelling
vecently with a member of a firm here which
takes large contracts for motor bodies, and
he told me that his firm had reduced the
number of its employees from 150 tc 40, and
there were no jobs ahead. In the face
of this information we are told by the
cheerful optimists opposite that everything
is all right and things are going ahead; but
the figures I have quoted show that the
opposite is the case. One of the reasons for
this is the burden of taxation. I find that a
firm making a profit of £10,000 a year in
Victoria pays £348 19s. 2d. income tax, while
in Queensland the tax on such a profit is
£1.680. A m=zn with an income of £600 pays
£19 10s. 2d. in Queensland, while in Victoria
bz only pays £10 8s. 4d. On an income of
£425 in Vietoria he would only par £2 16s.
3d., while in Queensland he would pay £7
3s, 7d. That is why secondary industries,
which are so necessary to solve the unemploy-
ment problem, are going down. Another
reason is harsh, restrictive industrial legisla-
tion. The hon. member for Herbert stressed
the huge debt lability that had been accumu-
lated by the Commonwealth Government, and
which he asserted had nothing to do with the
war. I find that the present indebtedness

Mr. Swayne.)

1924-
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of the Commonwealth is :£410,995,000, which
is brought about as follows : —

Purchase of properties from
States 11,000,000
War ]owns 332,134,694
War gzra 19,508,481
Loans I"’ISO'{ on behalf of
States .. .. 16,780,000
War debt 9,000,000
388,393,175
Yet, when ihe bhon. member for Windsor
interjected that the vast expenditure was in
conneetion with the war, the hon. member

for Herbert would voL ac“nuw]edf“ it,

Also, i wxll be nohce\l w‘lat good work the
Cox.Amu o 2 for tho States. I
have hore av om a paper published
this wonth, which reads—

“The ter for Road and Rail-
was (\13'. Hill) told 2Ir. Mackay in the
[)ou of Representatives last week that

655 miles of road work had been carried
out under the Main Roads Devel opment
Act. e g'ave the commitments in New
South Wales as £285,057, and the expen-

diture £110,000; Vlctorm £146,216 and
£127,345;  Qucensland, 4’171 314 and
.‘81J].280; Senti Auqtmha $£111,000 and
£ET,500; Weatern  Australia, £192,000
and £175.‘.1‘1, Trsmania, £22.953 and
£10,600; tolal, £918,540 and £589,739.”

Yet the hon member for Herbert endeavoured
to make out that the whole of this loan
expenditure—which he incorrectly said had
rot originated with the Labour Government
—had been incurred for selfish purposes
throughoat the Commonwealth, qulte apart
from war a‘;penf“ture or State needs. He
also made this astounding statement—
“The increased annual burden every
rear _on the people of Australia by the
anti-Labour Governmenit—the same sort
of Government as the Opposition, with
the same bosses, and elected by the same
people—isz £18, 541 586.”
I have here a
wealth exposd
siX  yvears,

a statement of the Common-
liture frem revenue for the last
takon from ¢ The Official Year

Book of the Commonwealth of Australia,
showing the increases or decreases in each
vear—
Year. ! Expenditure. | Tncrease or Decrease
1918-19 .. |  £45,119,6°0 |
1919-20 .. § £50,521,854 i Increase £5,461,674
1920-21 . X £64,624,087 \ 1 s 42,/33
1621-~22 . £65,106,049 £482,862
1922-23 . £63,70(_),485 i Decrm ef£l 406,464
1623-24 . £63,345,774 ' Inerease 24,645,289
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has

exhausted the time
Standing Ords

Mre. FERRICE S ( Sowuth Brisbane) .A“houa,h
I hare rocently received what one might call
another set-down pohtwahv I have received
0 many in my time that I take them philo-

allowed him under the

sophicully, I view the position somewhat in
this Jlgl}t—tum I have received so many
bumps that another little bump will not do

me anv harm. I had cherished the hope that
¥ would be a candidate again at the ensuing
Federal election. I made some inquiries from
the only qomce from which I could make
inquirics—that is, from my leader, and those
hopes were swept aside, and naturally I am

[Mr. Swayne.
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very disappointed. I would have liked to he
a candidate in the ensuing Federal election.

have been very unhappy here during the
past five years, and I believe that there has
foen a fenling against me owing to the fact
thet I was t}»e first man in Avstralia to
oppose con: cription. Strauge as it may seem,
that scoms to me to have been the result, At
I am fivmly of that opinion. Scna-
when he came to Brisbane in
in the elections at which I was
t‘l na cuuudatc-at the time I was up North
[ rket Square, and paid me the
compliment of saying some things about mse
which, in rhe language of the day, would be
regarded es a ‘‘boom.” I contend that
Sepator Gardiner’s well-intentioned remarks
—which I had not the remoctest idea he was
o to make—have rendered me a greab

)

disg aud have b“en my undoing.
You, olloels, were in this Chamber
at  the tnne and I invite those of you
B stors and members who think thab

perhaps I am not speaking correctly and
say that perhaps I am claiming too
much when I eay that I was the fizss
public man in Australia to stand up against
conseription, I invite you to go to the
top library and look up the filos of the
“ Duily Standard ” when the ¢ Daily Stan-
dard " asked the 48 members of the Legis-
lative Assembly and the 23 members of
the Legislative Council to express +heir
views, and see what you said then, if you
said anvthing. I am speaking to no one
in particular, T am speaking to our party.
‘y“a‘n I as 1\ you to refresh your memories
by loox up the files of the * Daily

tandard ”’ and sce what you saild then,
if vou said anything.

I do not want these Httle introductory
remarks of mine to be taken as an indica-
tion of any soreness against a gentleman
who defeated me in a pleblscxte, because
nothing s further from my mind.
assure vou, Mr. Pollock, that Mr. Theo-
ore and I vpersonally are very good
friends. I have not the remotest suspicion
of any sorencss against him, and, so far
as I can judge. I do not thirk he has any
reason to have anything against me. I
have  Qiffer from  him. We have
expressed opposing  views on many su
jects, ‘m(’ I admire him, and this is where
g admiration of him comes in. During
his captoainey of this party, during the
time he was directing its affairs, my admira-
tion went out to him besause he had not
only the Cabinet, nct cnly the officers of
the party, only the moembers of the
Parliamea‘ulv T&mour Party. in the palm
of his hand, kot he also had the members
of the Quce*mlanfl Central E\ncmlve and
wers of the T Mcv‘fno of the A.W.U.

10t

i1 the palm of his hand. Ho tored with
them, he plaved -with em, and he did
with theor Tikes I say, * Good
luck to aud I hasve said so to his
face. wan whe has achieved what
Y . 3 .

i, sired or attempted to

achirve, in my opinion what Mr.
Hughes was not capable of achieving. He
had  tI t Labour movement, with

all its responsibilities, in the palm of his
hand. FHe had it to <o what he liked with
it. He toyed with it, ko played with it,
and so my admiration goes out to him.

Who can gainsay that not only the Cabinet
and the officers of the party, but the whole
party practically-—

Mr. Cortixs: No, no. (Laughter.)
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Mer,
the party, thL
tive, and the 1
tiiere to be

FERRICKS: I mecan the majority of
Queensland Central Execu-
Executive of the A.W.U. wero
dictated to and directed by
him. I say all power to Mr. Theodore, and
good luck to him! Wherever he may go
and wherever he ey finish, he has my
good wishes in that rezard. e knows my
\'i'nvs on that wmoint, because I have said,
‘Good luck!” to him even in the midst of

our fichts, I heve had an opportunity of
]udg‘.mr XIv. Theodore. 1 soen his
bigness—and he can bhe big— he can
aleo be small.

Orvosrrion Mrpusers: Iear, hear!

Air. FERRICKE: As one
his bigress and has been subject to his
paltriness, I am in a porition 1o judge from
an unbiased aftitude, snd I do suy that
i ncf“nrﬂ*lh and to the weeld for
all who desire to hear. Our movement 1s
a  great dl’)d glorious movemeny, and I
'have never had any disillusion about it,
because before my entry into active poh-
ties I took the phﬂ” -ophical view that a
man who comes into the bour movemeant
actively and thinks he is going to get more
halfpencs than kiclks Is mak?nq a mistake,
I am not disillusioned in that regaid
although I might be somewhat disillusioned
at not having had the oppo“tumtv to return
to Federal poh s The great multitude
outside who lauud you to-day will kick you
into the gutter to-morrow. I had that
cxpertence in 1912 and again in 1919, and I
am prepared to receive that experience at
any old time to come. This movement is
too great and glorious a movement to get
into the hands of any one individual, whether

who has judged

it be Mr. Fisher, Mr. Hughes, the late
respected Mr Bowman, the late respected
Ryan, Mr. Theodore, Mr. McCormack,

Mr. Gllhes.
My. Coruixs: Hear,

Mr, FERRICKS: It is not in the interests
of the movement for 1ts destinics to be guided
or influenced inside. which may not be to the
best advantage of its component parts out-
side. I hope, Mr. Pollock, vou will forgive
me for this little self-glorification, because
sometimes { get an inward satisfaction which
no man can explain, but which we all at

imes feel even if the world appears to be
agama‘r us, of having endeavoured to do
the right thing. \Iay I emphasize that by
pointing cut and stressing that on the Sunday
morning in Octobor, 1910 when the result
of the first cous uphon 1'ofer“ndu'11 gave a
victory for \To conscription,” I did not
care afterwards if I had died. I felt satis-
fied at having H:mn what T did, and I have
since been more convinced that I did the
right thing then.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. FEORICKS:

hear !

Hear, hear!

I felt satisfied then at
having set the pace for the peopls to vote
against conscription, and I am Qo&r» that
since my re-entry info the State Parliament
that \\Ollx has opsrated against me.

THon. emnbers oppos dto must agree now
with tHc rf‘malks I made in the course of
my speech on mo Address in Reply—that the
visit of Dr. Earle Page to Qucensland and
his delivery of a Dohcy spnoch a2t Gympio
on 22th May—was the opening of the Federal
campaign. When I made that statement
there were loud cries of dissent from hon.
members opposite.

Mr. Branp: Their three years are up now.
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Mr. FERRICKS: The term of the Tederal
Parlisment will not expire until December,
and the Bruce-Page Government need not

have gone to the country until March or
April next,
My, CravroN: Vou have boen sorry ever

since the dissnlution was announced.

M. I‘TRRICRS The portent of the visig
of Dr. ifarle Page then was very plain, and -
I endeavoured to point thst out. I also
cndeavoured {o point out then that the
Bruce-Page Government were absolutely
bereft of pelicy, and were so ba,nkrupt in
poerformoencs that they must cndeavour to
obtein seme excuse on which to go to the
courtry. 'The result, in my opinion, was that
hey endeavoured to bring about the deregis-
ration of the Secamew’s Union through the

thmn Court, and when the Secamen’s
Union—auite rwh v, in my opinion—said,

I you we ult to de g,ister us, deregister us,

and we will then he forced back on direct
rctzon.” the compesite Federal Government
forced the Sesmern’s Union back upon direct
action.  When they went on strike an agree-
ment  was arrived at bohind the back
of the Prime Minister, and he raved
beeause that agroement was  arrived at,
Thon he fell back fmthc1 cn the guestion of
deportd mon He seized upon the names of
o mer and Johnson——

RIS Johannsen.

My, FERRICKS: The kon. member may
Lave is that way if he wishes.

Tho Sronprary ¥or PuBLic WoRks: At any
rate, he is a fellow-countryman of Queen
\k\"mcha cf England. There is nothing
wrong with that. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. TVRRTCKS' He seized upon ths
nam#s of those two men. I want hon, mem-
bers opposite to realise, if they can, that they
misjudge human nature, that they do not
know humanity, and certainly they do not
know the workers if they think that any two
men—Walsh and Johnson or anybody else—
can sway thousands into striking. Do you
ihink, Mr. Pollock—of course, I know you
do not—with your great 1ndu<tr1ﬂ experi-
ence vou know better—do hon. members oppo-
site think men go on strike and knock off
work for the fun of the thing—for the play
ot the thing? They do not. Going on strike
B a ve serious matter, snd the workers
realise that. Before they go on strike they
alvays have very good reasons for so doing.
T say it is idle for hon. mem-

¢ oppesite or the party which they repre-
sent to endeavour to attach to Walsh, John-
son, or c*wbodv cise the responsibility for
smen's strike. It had to come,
an aft xmath of the war. The workers
of somie courtnm learnt too much during the
now hon, members opposite and
lows ave trring to stem the tid
mcy
e any

V\ll

'n

sep flowing Juring those year:
hon.

member opposite who,
heving «d to the specches of the
members Fitzrov and Xenncedy on

last on this qucatior will get up and
the men are unrea=onable

hon.

Fridav
say that he thinks t
in objecting to a ful‘m:r reduction of £1 per

onth in their wages? That further reduec-
ticn of £1 came upon previous reductions
which occurred during the war, and which
totalled somewhere in the vieinity of £5 per
month. These men are British seamen,
They would not strike without good cause

They are the men who braved gmater dan-
gers than our soldiers during war time.

Mr. Ferricks.}
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They are men who carried their lives in their
hands every moment they were at work dur-
ing those four years of war. They were
herces then, and, as the hon. mewmber for
¥ennedy said the other day, they are crimi-
nals now. 1 say it is tco bad. Then we
have the bluff put up that prelerence is
shown to foreign vessels carsying crews of
Lascars, Japs, and Javanese to the detriment
of British boats manned by DBritish seamen.
Do hon. mombers opposite not know that
the shipping capitalistic world is just as
international as the armament manufacturing
world? Do they not know—I have put it
on record in ““ Flansard ” here and elsewhere
—that in the active yecars of the war the
high British-sounding firm name of Arm-
strong, Whitworth, and Co., Ltd., had
amongst its sharcholders Americans, Japa-
nese, Germans, Britishers, Austrians,
Italians, Frenchmen, and Russians? Dur-
ing the currency of the war, Armstrong,
Whitworth, and Company were carrying
out naval and armament contracts for the
Allies]  Governments, and amongst their
shareholders were included Germans, Aus-
trians, Americans, Japanese, and represen-
tatives of every other nationality. Capital-
ism knows no country! It knows mno

bounds! How do Incheape and
{11.30 a.m.] company view the fact that

their ships are tied up here in
Australia? It is all right; the trade is
going to the ships manned by Japs, Lascars,
or Chinese, who are paid a perny a day—
we will say—and the profits are going to
Inchcape and company just the same. In
fact, bigger profits, as I am reminded.
They do not care if the seamen tie up the
whole of the British ships, as they will get
the trade and commerce of the world
carried by ships of their combine manned
by Lascars, Chinese, Japanese, and Java-

nese, and the profits find the same old
coffers.  So where does the patriotism of
hon. members opposite come in? Where

does their claim about Britishers come in
when they see that the Japs, the Lascars,
the Javanese who man these ships are
-earning dividends for the very same people
who own the ships that are tied up here
in Australin? Hon, members opposiie can-
not get away from that position. Capital-
ism is international; and, when they talk
about deporting people, I say it is contrary
to the Australian spirit. It is contrary to
the Australian sentiment. That is one more
reason why I regret I have not the oppor-
tunity of appealing on this question to the
slectors of Quecensland or any section of
the electors of Qucensland during the
coming Federal election. I think it is an
awful  shame to talk about deporthtion.
What did I see about deportation under big
headings only in yesterday’s “ Courier 7’ —

“ TUrRks’ ATROCITY.

“ LEAGUE INVESTIGATION.

* Deportation of Christians.
“(Australian Press Association and
Reuter.)

“ London, September 24.
“The Council of the ILeaguc of
Nations has resolved to despateh at the
earliest convenience a representative of
the League to investigate on the spot

the alleged deportations of Christians
from Mosul.”

I. say tho Turks'are taking a very wrong
attitude in deporting Christians from their

[Mr. Ferricks.
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territory; but they view Christians as being
undesirable, and they say there is only one
way to deal with these people, and thas
is to deport them. Now the Bruce-Page
Government take exactly the same aistitude,
and are on cxactly the same planc as the
Turkish Government. I thought we were
a bit more advanced than that. Honestly I
did! The “ Telegraph” of 24th September
rather enlarges on that phase of the ques-
tion—
“ CHRISTIANS IDDEPORTED.
“ VIOLATION OF LAUSANNE TREATY.
“ British Note to League.
(Reuter.)
“ Geneva, September &2,
“The Britizsh delegation has requested

the Council of the Leaguc of Nations to

meet ab the carliest moment to consider

correspondence in regard to the deporta-

tions of Christians from districts adja-

cent tc the DBrussels line and Mosul.

The delegation states that in view of

the Turkizh denial R
The denied that this
place,

““the League should forthwith send

a representative to the locality of the

Brussels line to investigate and veport

immediately to the Council. In the

event of a similar occurrence in the

future the British and Iraq Governments

would welcome the presence of such a

representative on their side of the Brus-

gels line, and they would afford him

every assistance to fulfil his task.

You know what the task is. The recent
experience of the war forces upon us the
realisation of what this task will be. If
there is any forcible deportation of Christians
from Turkey, then the good old guns have
got to come to the rescue. Australia is
falling very low when it descends to the level
of Turkish methods. Christians are undesir-
able in Turkey, hence the laws of Turkey
deal with the Christians. X say the laws of
Australia should deal with anybody who
infringes those laws. When I was a big
growing boy there was an arch-criminal
going round Australia whose name was
Deeming. There was never any mention of
deporting Deeming; he could be dealt with
here.

An Opposition MEMBER: Sc he was.

Mr. FERRICKS: Why not deal with any-
body else by Australian laws? Why load
them on the good old Motherland? If they
are such sour people, such undesirables,
where is the patriotism in unloading them on
the good old Motherland? I say that the
Commonwealth Government are lacking;
they are inconsistent,

Turks was taking

Mr. Sizer: They may not go to the good
old Motherland.

Mr. FERRICKS: So much the worse for
the Government which the hon. member sup-
ports to say that ther will * shanghai” people
away from Australia without any mention
of their destination. 1 know something of
the intolerance of people myself. During
the currency of the war, probably the hon.
member—and he and I personally are the
best of friends—agrecd with the senti-
ments which were expressed about my
deportation in 1918, notwithstanding the
fact that my people came to Queensland
before Separation, and while 1t was still
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Moreton Bay. Yet we know that “ Johany
Hop-ins” vwho had not been here more
than twenty-four hours stood on the public
platform and advocated my deportation.
Unless_hon. members are prepared to take
a stand on this question of deportation, they
arc only aiding and abetting the spirit of
intolerance. 'Therefore we have to advise
hon. members opposite to give to their sup-
porters and advisers something approaching
a  true presentment of the case. When
they get up and talk about their new-
found desire, or their new gospel of foster-
ing secondary industries, that the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani talks about, do they not realise
that the very party they are supporting in
the approaching Federal campaign led by

the Prime Minister—who is  first an
Imporialist;  secondly, an Englishman;
thirdly, an  Australian; and, lastly, a

Quecnslander—does the hon. member for
eram vot reali-e that when he is support-
ing that party he is aiding and abetting the
very party that does not want secondary
industries to be established in Australia? As
1 pointed out in the debate on the Address
i Reply, they are prepared to give us pre-
ference, but  they want cur sugar-mill
?)agnmory and everything else built in Eng-
and.

Mr. Swayse: That is not true.

““1\):1‘. FERRICKS: That is in “ Hansard.”
iney want Australia to be hewers of wood
and drawers of water. The Secretary for
Mines has told us that, when he was in’ Lon.
don and addressing public meetings, it was
all right so long as he told them about the
great wealth production of Australia with
regard to raw materials, such as wool
ment, hides, and minerals, but a3
soon as he got on to the question of second.

ary industries they cried him off. The
Secretary for Mines was asked, “Do you
really believe that Australia one day will

endeavour to establish herself as a manufac-
turing nation?’ and, of course, the hon,
entleman expressed that hope and that

lief. “ But,” say his questioners, “ that is
entlr’e’ly wrong.  Australia should not do
that. If hon. members opposite say that

their party believes in the establishment of
secondary industries, let me quote what My,
S‘Lewart said. Mr. Stewart was in the
Ifeds_ara,l Ministry, but, becausc he believed
the interests of the Country party were being
sacrificed to the pressure of Nationalism. he
Lylthdrew from it. As reported in the ¢ D’aily
‘Standard” of 16th March, 1925, he said—

“ ’Protests had been made by the ¢ Coun-
try ’ party members against the dumping
duty on wire-netting.  Iis own personal
conviction was that wire-netting should
be provided at the cheapest possible
price. It would be in the interests of all
settlers in Australia to serap the wire-
netting factories here.”

v
‘F;hc-y do not want Australian industries.
They are freetrad‘e.rs for themselves and pro-
tectionists for their opponents. I have not
l*{mxo to deal with that point at any greater
length, but I am very anxious—not from a
party pomnt of view; not from a personal
point of view; not even from a Queensland
point of view; but from an Australian point
gf view—to touch on matters which have not
een dealt with during this debate,

I was interested in listenin
. tberested i g to the hon.
member for Burke when ho spoke about ?}?e
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discrepancy which exists between the rental
of large zreas of land in the Northern Terri-
tory and the prices which are charged to
small  settlers.  The hon. member quite
rightly argued ihat the idea that £50,000,000
should be spent in the Northern Territory
was rather unsound, inasmuch as before that
proposal was made some of the big pastoral-
1sts—or rather, big pastoral companies—had
secured extonsions of their leases up to thirty
cr forty years. 'They got those extensions
up to forty years, and then the proposal was
made for the creation of a new northern
State and the expenditure of £50,000,000 on
railways. I had the opportunity in 1918 of
going to Port Darwin, and, although I saw
only a portion of the Northern Territory, I
was very greatly impressed with it, and the
trip whetted my appetite to see more of that
Territory owned by the Commonwealth
Government. I «decided that at the first
opportunity I would go back, but the electors
in December, 1919, decided against my return
10 the Federal Parliament, and they deprived
me of the opportunity. HHowever, I have
bheen interested ever since in the Northern
Territory and in Papua or New Guinea. The
condition of Papua—and this is an entirely
Australian subjeet, and is very important to
Queensland-—shows up the financial and busi-
ness laxity of the members of the Bruce Go-
veynme:t.  Papua, or British New Guinea,
has an area of about 90,000 square miles, Ger-
man New Guinea about 74,000 square miles,
and Dutch New Guinea a somewhat similar
avca. As is well known, Mr. H. M. Chester,
in April, 1883, acting under instructions from
Sir Thomas Mellwraith, the then Premier of
Queensland went to Port Moresby and
hoisted the British flag, and only about a
month ago an account of that expedition
appeared in General Spencer Browne's
“Mlemories of a Journalist” in Saturday’s
“ Courier.”” Strange to say, the British
Government would not agree to that annexa-
tion by Queensland. Why? The Secretary
for Public Works interjected something about
relations of Queen Alexandra.

The SeCcRETARY Tor PUBLIC WoORKS: What
I said was that Queen Alexandra was a
fellow countrywoman of Johnson, but that
there was no objection to her.

My, FERRICKS: The German influence
on the British Court was so great that the
then Secretary of State for the Colonies
refused to allow the British Government to
agree. to the annexation of New Guinea.
Gladstone was Prime Minister and Xarl
Derby was Colonial Secretary, as the office
then was, but the German pressure on the
British Court was so strong that the annexa-
tion was not ratified, and so the thing went
on until about 1886. Annexation was then
agreed to, but the German flag was hoisted
on the northern portion first. As soon as
this portion of New Guinea was annexed by
Germany the British Government—Earl
Derby still at the helm—in the interests of
the Britdish Crown agreed to the annexation
by Queensland. This is rather interesting.
Let me give the dates. The German flag
was hoisted over the northern portion and
the adjacent islands in December, 1834, and
the Quecensland anrexation was ratified in
1886. I am mnot going into the rights or
wrongs or the wisdom or otherwise of
Queensland annexing New Guinea. During
four or five years of the war period I
expressed my opinion about the spread of
territory and the desire to extend your

Mr, Ferricks.]
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claws
intevest
responsibilit

for raore territory. This is where the
comes in: Australia has a big
financially and comincrcia hy
that territory, and, as a result of the
ish New Guinca Act, psssed in 1887,
Queemland undertock to finance the admin-
rration of that territory to the extent of
£15.000 per avnum. Then in 1901 on the

inception of Federation the Federszl Govern-
ment tock over Papua as terntm of the
Commounweslith d der the Papua Act
Commouwesith, and uncer apua Ac

of 1905 1o con’rubutg £20.000 per

annum v o the administration of
that territory. That £20.000 per » m has
been increased to £TJO 006, end now the
Commonwealth  of  Australia s paying
£E0.000 per annuin f01 catsying on the
admmzbhdh'm of Papua. The Common-

wonlth is ,;ay* y £1,000 a wesk,

and it is endioss theusands of pouuds behind
in financing what are wwn as the New
Guinea Mandated Toerritor v are
cndless thousands of pounds out, which in my

opinion the Commonwealth will never be
able to rccover., This is whare I »ay We

have responsibilities, even a: members of
Parliament in Gu- m‘n;and to oy nothing of
the memibers of Parliaments throughout the
Commonwealth. We have had cight Nation-
«list representatives in the House of Repre-

ntatives and six Nationalist Senators
representing  Queensland for the last six
vears, and, as one who follows Federal

debates and discussions pretty closely, I
have not seen any one occasion WhGlL, one
of those members has raised his voice in the
interests of Queensland w«nd Australia on
this question. Perhaps'it may be due to the
fact that men get out of touch with this
sort of thing. Instead of the Commonwealth
subsidising New Guinca to the extent of
£50,000 per annum and being cndlesy thou-
sands of pounds behind in carrying on the
administration of the Mandated Territories,
I think better use could be made financially
and commercially of that responsibility,
This is how they endeavour to carry on the
trade with New Guinea. Burns, Philp, and
Company have a contract with the Federal
Government to run a steamer from Port
Moresby to Sydney once a month, for
which they are paid £1.000 a month. I
could mever understand the nccessity for
these stoa,meri going all the way to Syduey.

Let me illustrate what this means.  Port
Moresby is 42 hours’ sail from Cairns, five
dazs’ sail from Brisbane. and eight daya sail

from Sydner. \0L\< ithstanding
the Commonwealth
Burns, Philp,

that faet,
Government have paid
and Company £1,000 a month

for a steamer to run to Cairns and then
cight days {o Svdney. Why the long cight
Tays down to Sydner a“d the e‘*h+ days
back? T take the view that that beat should

run to Cairns or Tow thl Townsville is
the commercial port of North Queansland or
Northern Australin. There is no warrant
for that beat suma;nq five d{L\S in or‘mmg

to Brisbane, or cight days in going to
Sydney. Do hen members see what this
means? Do they not see that we as an

Australian Commoenwralth are contributing
£50.000 a yesr to devclop the country, and
are losing endless thousands of pounds in an
endeaveur to develop the Marndated Terri-
toriecs—for what? Copm is the main indus-
try. Copra has a great variety of uses. This
is where Australia stands to lose. The output
of copra from these Territories is now shipped
to Sydney. Port Moresby is midway between
Svdnev and Singapore. When the copra is
taken to Burns, Philp’s wharves in Sydney
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to the wharf of

it is then transported
The charges

another overseas company.
mount up all the time, and are bccoming
burdersome on the producer, with the result
that an amtatlon has arisen for the repeal

of cextain scetions of_th(\ Navigation Act.
Thove 1s no justification for carrying the
froight of Papua to Sydney and half

way round the world again in order that it
might pass on to Sing apore and the East.
f\xr fear as Australians is that, while we are
rrvivg the ba and fooh?g the bill to
3“\'0701) these ritories,

as soon as they
ave on their lezs the trade will be diverted
to the other side of the world and we
shall not get one hav’orth of it. 'The
Governmont }]“h’u meke representations to
the Federsl to endesvour to
et the'n. Buarns, lhllp and
( omp any’s

Townsville
and goods
could then be

o nmko Cai
ferminsl v The
ht by those

carvied over the Queens ldl]\f
followin: (\t"‘-r‘t fronx the
A(Ll“d iw IHLGT is copied from the
.‘OLIYI(T :*“

“ IBQfOT‘“ the

2 NETS

(ueens-
Yapuan

I v
“ North
(13

Commonwealth ceme into
g Townsville did a very large busi-
ith Papus which is practically all
lost to this port and district o the loss
of Trm‘ ville and great inconvenicnce
and less to Papua owing to the condi-
tions of the existing conhact which it
is understood provides g 511b'~idy of
£1.000 a trip for twelve trips—Samarai-
Sydney—focussine  a very large pef-
centage of the business with Sydrey.”

Why doecs that busincss go to Sydney? I
am not a parochialist; I am an Australian;
but I cannot tolerate what the hon. member
for Kennedy the other day rightly called
irefficiensy and waste.  Why should that
trade go to Sydney when it could be sup-
plisd from Townsville or Cairns, and when
our Queensland railways could carry it? Our
Commonwealth "anti-Labour Government is
iubsidising a company to carry on on those
ines,

There is a chamber of commerce in Port
Moresby, and the following is a resolution it
passed on 4th May, 1925:—

‘“ The chamber considers that Towns-
ville should be included as a port of call
unf’(r the contract, provided that such
cali does not reduce the time the vessels

stay in Svdnoy to less than seven clear
-

e commercial people
2 to iz to advocats that Townsville
should be made a port of call. The Port
Morc¢sby Chamber of Cominerce has no objec—
tion to that so long as the vessels have
ecven clear da in Sydney. I can quite
understand their point of view., They want
the neccssary time for their orders fo be
filled; but I am surprised at men like Mr.
Green, the cditor of the “ rr'o"wncvﬂlo Buhe-
tin » and the “ North Queensland Registar,”

seing prepared to sit down under a thing

hl\n, hat. The most the Townsville people
can rise to is to advocats that Townsville
should be made a port of call, allowing the

Is {o be dragged right down to Sydney,
when Townsville could supply everything
that Port Moresby or any portion of the
Mandated Territories required. Australia is
carrying that responsibility, and is contribu-
ting £50,000 a year, and is also spendmg
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endless thousands of pounds in keeping the
Ifandated Territories. So soon as those
placss eetablish their trade it goes to the
other side of the world., Hon. members must
recollect the case of the s.s. “ Pruth”’ On
31lst December, 1823, that ship was loaded with
copru.  She was to be an experimental ship
and take that load direct from the Mandated
Territories to the other side of the world,
with the object of cutting out Australia
altogether. The elements were in favour of
Austra or something else, and the s.s.
‘“Pruth ”’ went on to a reef, and she is still
there. That was the end of the oxporiment.
In the meantime we are carrying the baby.

I have spoken on this matter elsewhers,

and objected to the appointment of 5 Royal
mission to inquire into this question,
ausa one of the Commissioners was the
manager of Burns, Philp, and Co., Ltd.
Do hon, members not sex that Australia is

aring the whole of the financial burden
and is getting all of the odium—and there
is ¢ good deal of edium attaching to the
cemployment of native labour——and when the
ime 1s ripe, as the good old Tory saying
goes, Australia can go tc the devil and
those people will ship their copra direct to
the other side of the world. What efforts
are hon. members opposite going to make in
the matter? Are ihey going to support the
Tory candidates for the Federal Government
without stipulating that it is only a fair
thing for the Commonwealth Government,
sceing that they have so many ships lying
idle, fo run some of their boats on a fort-
nightly service, not only to Port Moresby——

Mr. Kerr: There would be a strike.

Mr. FERRICKS: There would be no
strike, because the stipulated Australian
wages and conditions would be observed, and
there would ke no infringement of the
Navigation Act. Those boats could visit
Cairms, Port Moresby, and Rabaul, taking
in Townsville as the base. That action would
save the Commonwealth Government £1,000
a month, and would conserve whatever trade
there is for North Queensland, and it

amounts to about £500,000 a
{12 noon.] year. I say the policy of send-

ing that freight to Sydney is
tetally unsound, and T am taking a broad
Australian view and not a parochial view
when I say that I sve no reason why the trade
of North Queensland should go to Sydney

r even come {o Brisbane. If certain things
arc unprocurable in North Queensland. get
them in Brisbane, but if you cannot get them
in Brisbane, in my opinion, you cannot get
then: in any part of the world.

1 hope that my reference to this matter
will be remembered by hon. members oppo-
site; thut they will take into consideration
also that, if Mr. Bruce desires to settie any
of the present maritime disputss or struggles,
he can take up an attitude that will tend to
do go, instezid of doing nothing but making
futile speeches. I just raise this question
about the trade with New Guinea and Papua
to impress upon the Chamber the wilful
waste of continuing the polizy of subsidising
a boat to run from Morcsby to Srdney when
it eould run from Moreshs to Cairns and
Townsville and give two trips a month
instesd of one.

My, KERR (Frnoggera): T think hon. mem-
bers will agree that the hon. member for
South Brisbane has put inte words the
intense nervousness that is being felt by the
Labour party to-day owing to the Common-
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wealth elections being at hand. I venture to
say that, if there ever was a chance of the
Labour party, or rather of the Socialist
party, in Australia getting into power, it is
a foregone counclusion that they will never
get inigc power in the face of the stand they
are {aking to-day in regard to the amend-
mett of the Immigration Act passed by the
Commonwealth Government. I want to make
this position very clear. It is the right of
every nation—and Australia is a nation—to
determine who shall enter its territory; and
it is the right of every people to determine
in a dewocratic way who shall remain in
that territory. 1

Every civilised nation in the
world hss exactly the same legislation on its
stutute-book as the Commonwealth Govern-
recentis placed on the statute-book of

s: That does not say it is right.

KERR:

T
2Mr,

but it is the right of any nation to deternmiine
whether any person shall enter its territory

it does not say it is right;

and communicate diseases of a socialistio
naiure to the minds of the people. The
hon. member for South Brisbane stated thab
Mr. Theodore, the late Premier, held the
whole Labour party in the palm of his hand.

The SecreTary ror Mixes: That may be
his opinion.

Mr. KERR: The hon. momber said
that the late Promier, as one man, held
every officer of the party inside Parliament
and also the higher officials of the Queens-
land Central Ixecutive and the Australian
Workers’ Union in the palm of his hand.
Certainly the hon. :ember for Bowen dis-
agreed with him. but I did not hear any
dissent from any Xinister of the Crown. Mob
psrchology is such that one man, such as
Mr. Rymer in the recent strike, could lead
thousands of men. Mr. Walsh has been a
menace to industry In Australia. He has
come into our midst and is upsetting the
industries of our country. He will not bow
down to the lawy of the country. IHe will
not take the oath of allegiance to any country
—a Communist knows no country, and Mr.
Walsh is a solf-styled Communist. If these
men come into our midst and dislocate our
industries by causing strikee, we as a nation
have the right to say who shall enter and
who shall be permitted to star in our country.
Australis is s yonng and rising nation with
2 wonderful cutlook, and we should not
¢llow men to come to this country and spread
these insidious doctrines.

Corr It is a voflection on the
ve-born  Australian,

Mr. KFRR: From what I have heard

recentlv, it is time that we took note of

some of the doings at unionist meetings, A
regolution of a socialistic nature. I am
credibly informed. was placed before one
union meeting, and in putting the resolution
the chairmean said, “ Scabs fo the left, and
all in favour to the right.” That is the
Trades Hall mvthod of doing business to-
day. I am teld that that is the wuy in which
usloni*m is being conducted to-day. We
know that in 1916 and 1917 some of the best
unionists in Australin werc away fighting
for democracy znd for the nation. While
they were uway what happened in our midst?
Men who could not speak the English lan-
guage took control at the Trades Hall, and
those men are still dominating Labour politics
to-day.
Mr. Hyxes: That is untrue.

Mr. Kerr.]
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Mr. KERR: We talk about the marvellous
growth and development of the Labour
movement, but it is not worth a snap of the
fingers as it stands to-day. A man in our
midst like Mr. Rymer is a menace when
he dictates to the Government what is to
be done. In my opinion, the railway men
would never have contemplated striking
against the law on the statute-book had they
not been forced into the position of having
to do so. It is men such as these who are
sowing the seeds of disruption in the minds of
the people. Man come from other countries
and see the better conditions which exist in
Australia. They are confused with the good
conditions and cannot get a proper grip of the
situation, and, instead of enjoying the good
things, they want to break the present condi-
tions to pileces without caring what may
happen. Our industrial affairs in Australia
ar2 controlled by arbitration laws, which
were not brought about by the Labour Go-
vernment only, but by all the Governments
that have been in office in Ausiralia. Under
those laws there is every provision necessary
for the proper running of the country, but
the Queensland Government bowed down to
a man like Mr. Rymer and sacrificed their
own law. The question of whether the
claims of the railway men were justified or
not does not enter into the matter. The
point is, that therc is a law which should
have been obeyed. I do not blame the men
at all, but I blame Mr, Rymer who led them
astray; and I say that hon, members on
the oppcsite side of the FHouse by knuckling
down to such a man as that have brought
our parliamentary institutions into the gutter.
Men to-day are talking about this matter.
At every public function one attends where
the toast of *“ Parliament  is proposed, it is
said that Parliament has become merely a
registering body. Surely Parliament is more
than that! Surely it is something more than
a body to put into effect what Mr. Rymer
or the Strike Committee decides! Yef not
one word of protest is made. We on this
side pointed out the difficulty that would
follow the action of the Government, but in
their unwisdom they have seen fit to carry
cut the dictates of a body ocutside Parlia-
ment which has nothing behind it other than,
as I have said, a diseased mind. We tackle
diseases of the body, and these are some of
the things we ought to tackle alsc—com-
munism, and every other “ism’’ of the kind.

Mr. CorriNns: What is Mr. Rymer's
nationality ?
Mr. KERR: I do not know what his

nationality is; it does not concern me. If
bon. members opposite are sincere in their
statements in regard to this influence in our
midst, they should show that they have the
courage of their conviciions. The Premier
said that his party would have to choose,
and that therc was only one way to deal
with this policy, and that was to wipe it ous.
But whem is he going to deport from his
party? In Weslern Australia the Labour
party expelled one of the executive officers
of the Seamen’s Union by eighty votes to
forty. They threw this member out of their
party because he was a Communist. He is
hounded from pillar to post. The Common-
wealth Government say, ““ We have taken
action. Where you threatened, we have
done somecthing.” That is the difference
between the two parties, and that is the
difference between the party opposite who
attempt to remain in power undef any cir-

[Mr. Kerr.
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cumstances and the Xederal Goevernment,
who are appealing to the better sentiments of
the democracy of Australia and to the com-
mon seuse of the electors, who will secttle
between them at the next Federal election.

At 12.13 p.m.,

Mr. Werr (M aryborough), ore of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. XERR: The Premier, when as Trea-
sarer he reviewed the figures for 1924-1925,
expressed the view that the Government were
to be commended for the manner in which
the finances of the State had been handled.
In my opinion, the hon. gentleman was not
entitled to make any such comment, as is
disclosed when the position is examined. In
Western Australia a Royal Comimission has
been appeinted to investigate the affairs of
the State under a Labour Government. It-
may not be nccessary to do the same thing
in Queensland, because the position is so
obvious that a mere child can realise it. As
the present time the finances of Queensland
are in a deplerable condition, and there is
not one member of Parliament who can avoid
taking cognisance of the fact that some
drastic action is required to place them on a
better footing. Certainly the Treasurer in
his Statement, which may be regarded as
the national balance-shect, was able to show
a surplus of £16,867. After taking into con-
sideration the fact that the Governinent have
wiped off £800,000 from the debt on State
enterprises, and after taking into considera-
tion the fact that they have set aside £350,000
for the purpose of reducing the accumulated
deficits, there is this year a greater deficit
than has been experienced since the drought
vear of 1902,

Mr. DasH: Rot!

Mr. KERR: After giving the Government
credit for everything they have dome, we
find that that is the result.

Mr. Dasu: You can handle finance all
right,

Mr. KERR : That is a clear statement of
fact, and, if the hon. member will delve into
the matter, he will find that my statement
is absolutely correct. It is fortunate for
Queensland that Australia adopted Federa-
tion. It is a good thing for the State to have
the Comrmonwealth Government standing
behind it to-day. It is a good thing to know
that we have firancial stability in our Aus-
tralian Parliament. We would be in a dis-
astrous position if we had not that Parlia-
ment standing behind us. The Cemmon-
wealth Treasurer’s Budget Speech alone is
sufficient reason why the Commonwealth
Government should be returned at the next
election.

Mr. BrrLcock: No greater political men-
dacity was cver issued by any Treasurer.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman may say
50, but let me quote some figures with refer-
ence to the finances of the Commonwealth.
Where Qucensland has been rapidly going to
the bad in connection with its national debt,
the Commonwesnlth Government have been
steadily and systematically reducing their
public debt by sinking fund payments and
contributiens from surplus revenue. On 30th
June, 1925, the public debt of the Common-
wealth stood at £430,000,000, of which the war
debt is £311,000,000. The amount advanced
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as loans to the various States was £68,000,000
and other debts £15,000,000. During the last
three vears the Commonwealth Government
have been able to reduce their public debt
by #£22,000,000 Can you imagine Qucens-
Jand at this stage of ity career showing the
public debt less now than it was three years
ago?

Mr. Burcock: What about the indirect
form of taxation in Customs duty?

Mr. KERR: 1 quite realise that aspect.
Although the revenue of the Commonwealth
amounts to something like £65,000,000, the
hon. gentleman must remember that 50 per
cent. of that amount is absorbed in pay-
ments for pensions, etc., on account of the
war. He must also recognise that the Com-
monwealth has undertaken the defence of
Australia, and that the expenditure on behalf
of the Post Office is about £11,000,000 and
on maiu roads about £1,000,000. Then there
is the upkeep of ports and lighthouses, and
the expense necessary in attending to health
matters in Australia. Agamm, we must not
forget the expenditure necessitated by old-
age pensions, which have been increased from
time to timc by the Federal Government.
We cannot cavil at the way one penny has
been spent by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Can the hon. member for Barcoo tell
me where in one instance money has been
misspent by the Commonwealth Government?
I can guote instances where millions of
pounds have been misspent by the Queens.
land Government.

Recently I asked for a return of those rail-
ways which have cost the State hundreds of
thousands of pounds on which work has been
suspended, and where grass is now growing.
Hon. members cannot quote one instance
where the funds of the Commonwealth have
been wastad in such a way. The assets
of the Post Office were computed last year
at £11,000,000, and only a couple of millions
of loan money has heen expended on that
department That shows that the Common-
wealth Government are using their revenue
for the purpose of paying for this service,
and by doing so are not inflicting unneces-
sary taxation on the people.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
is no basis of comparison at all.

Mr. KERR: Before the present Govern-
ment assumed office school and public build-
ings were erected out of revenue; these
were not a tax on the peopls, but to-day
those buildings are constructed out of loan
money. The hon. gentleman adopted that
policy when he was in the Works Depart-
ment.

Mr. HynNes: Why didn’t you ecall upon
Kidman to pay his income tax?

That

Afr. KERR : The hon, member knows per-
fectly well that those charges which were
levelled by his colleagues in the Federal
Parliament have all gone up in the air, and
consequently huve no force in them. What
iz the use of the hon. member attempting to
sid< track the issue? The Commonwealth
Government have assisted both the primary
and the sccondary industries.
Mr, IIyyes: Does their
s~condary industries?

My, XBRR: If he contends that the tarift
is merely a revenue-producing tariff and not
a protective tariff, I hope that the hon.
membor will never enter the Federal Parlia-
ment.

tarift

? revenus
as:ist
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: They
get a revenue of £17,000,000 from it.

Mr. KXERR: Revenue may come from the
tariff, nevertheless it is a protective tariff.
Would hon. members opposite throw that
revenue into the sca? The revenue is being
used to good purpose in developing this
nation. Not a single hon. member opposite
can tell me of an instance where that money
has not been used wisely and in the interests
and for the welfare of the whole community.
I commend the Federal Budget to bon.
members opposite. If they read it closely,
I venture to say they will not find in it one
statement that is wrong, Why should the
Federal Treasurer make a statoment which
1s not correct?

Mr. Hyxes: You are onc-eyed and cannot
see,

Mr. BULCOCK :
to Queensland.

Mr. KERR: I would like to tell the hon.
member that the money invested in our
public works is not returning 50 per cent. of
the interest charges.

Give us something in regard

The Government collect from the taxpayer
n> less than £3,914,161 in direct taxation in
order to miect the interest charges on these
works. Last year they increased the fares
and freights on our railways by £394,000.
They also searched all other possible avenues
for the purpose of securing increased revenue.
They have reliaved themselves of their share
in the cost of the maintenance of hospitals,
and are now taxing the ratepayers through
the local authorities for their upkeep. The
cxpenditure has kept pace with the income,
and that while we have been experiencing the
most favourable seasons that we have had for
a long time. When the scasons are so good,
and while our revenue exceeds the antici-
pated revenue by hundreds of thousands of
pounds, opportunity should be taken to pay
some of that money to the trustees of our
public debt, to reduce that debt. In 1914-15
our taxation amounted to £1 8s. 2d. per head
of our population, while in 1924-25, owing to
the fact that our public money has been
going into wrong channels, our taxation has
increased to £4 13s. 9d. per head. It is a
pretty big thing to ask about 800,000 people
to spend £24,000,000 a year, and no one can
say that that expenditure has made Queens-
land progress as it should have done, Thirty
million acres have gone out of occupation,
and our secondary industries bhave not pro-
gressed as they should have done.

Mr. Hyxes: Owing to the Commonwealth
revenuc tariff.

Mr. KXERR: Does
seriously believe that?

Mr. HynNes: Absolutely.

Mr. KERR: Then can the hon. member
tell me why New South Wales and Victoria
2&% gone ahead while Queensland has gone

ack?

Mr. Hy~es: Are they not always squealing
about taxation?

Mr. KERR: Those States are labouring
under exactly the same Commonwealth tariff
as is Queensland, yet ther are progressing
while we are retrogressing. Tho argument
relating to the condition of our industries
and the number of employees engaged therein
is the only comparative argument which can
be used in this Chamber,

the hon. member

Mr. Kerr.]
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Mr. Hynes: There is more lucrative invest-
ment in this State in primary industry than
in any other State. That is shown by the
fact that our exports exceed our imports,

Mr. KERR: One of the most outstanding
features in regard to investments is the
deposits paid into the associated banks and
drawn out of those banks on lcan to private
eunterprises, Perhaps the hon. member for
Townsville will be glad to know that the
deposits placed in our associated banks in
Queensland are far greater than the advances
made by those banks to private enterprises in
Queensland. That shows that a considerable
proportion of the deposits placed in our asso-
ciated banks in Queensland is going to the
Southern States for investment. [ could
quote figures to show that state of affairs.
That indicates that, while very large deposits
may be made owing to the success of our
primary products, sugar and ‘wool, that
money is not being loaned to Queensland
industry but is being invested in other
States through the headquarters of the asso-
ciated banks. That is the reason why New
South Wales and Victoria are progressing
more than Queensland in regard to secondary
industries.

Mr. BuLcoox : That is not so.

Mr. HyNes: There is a boycott.

Mr. KERR: I am glad the hon. member
for Townsville interjects. If the legislation
of the country cannot be trusted, there is a
natural boycott, and it must be so. No
matter how much we regret the fact that
there is a boycott, we must attribute that
boycott to the legislation of the present
State Government. If the hon. member and
his friends declare they intend to socialise
industry in this State and to control it through
men nominated by the Labour organisation,
13 it any wonder that capital will not come
into the State to develop secondary indus-
tries? So long as the soclalistic principles

prevail with hon. members oppo-
[12.30 p.m.]site, so long will that boycott

exist. As I have already pointed
out, the bank deposits in New South Wales
and Victoria are less than the advances made
in those States, and the balance is made
up by the surplus from the Queensland banks.
That is _a position that never existed prior
to the last few years. In 1914 the head-
quarters of the Associated Banks in Sydney
and Melbourne sent the deposits up to the
Queensland branches for investment. I could
quote figures, taken from the Statement
issued by the Federal Trcasurer in regard
to the banking returns, showing that the
banks in the Scuthern States to-day are not
sending any money up to Queensland buj
are taking away money from the Queensland
banks. Last session I pointed out these
figures to Mr. Theodore and told him the
position, but I do not think that prior to that
he realises what was happening.” What hap-
pened last year is happéning to-day, but to a
greater extent.

Mr. Burcock: You know that the whole
question is bound up in the exportable surplus
from Queensland.

. Mr. KERR: The hon. member knows that
is not correct. The needs of one State are
met from the resources of the other. I
know that perfectly well. Our exports, prior
to last year, were just as great as during
the war period.

Ir. Burcock : The exchange problem was
the trouble.

[Myr. Kerr,
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Mr. KERR: The exchange problem was
pretty severe until it was overcome by the
Bruce-Page Government. That Government
has been one of the soundest and greatest
Governments that Australia has cver seen.
It has placed Australia on a sound and very
firm footing.

Mr. Hyxes: What party established the
Commonwealth Bank?

Mr. KERR: What party established the
rural credit scheme?

While the State revenue account has not
been all that is desired, the expenditure from
Trust Funds last year amounted to £6,413,122
while the revenue was only £6,520,066. There
is a deficiency there of £93,056. It is stated
in the Financial Statement that this will
be adjusted—that the trust accounts are
in a sound financial position. That state-
ment is not right either, because there is a
debit balance in connection with trust
accounts of £632,229. How can any account,
more especially a trust account, be said to
be in a sound position when you have such
a debit balance as that? I understand that
this year the appropriation is going to be
over £7,5600,000, and in the meantime the
debit balance is being carried by loan money
bearing interest at the rate of b4 per cent.
or 6 per cent. The Trust Funds are in &
hopeless position, and there is no possibility
of those accounts righting thmselves. The
State stations are absorbing £208,000; the
Chillagoe smelters :£240,000; and the State
coal mines £139,000, which is all more or
less taken from the Trust Funds. All that
money has gone into these ventures, and

there is very little chance of a return
sufficient to pay interest on the money
invested. We know that there are dead-

losses to the extent of many thousands of
pounds in connection with these enterprises,
also there is an amount of £164,962 repre-
senting unemployment insurance taxation
which has been used for these purposes. All
these amounts I have mentioned have been
expended in wild-cat schemes by the Go-
vernment, and that practice should not be
continued. I contended when these amounts
were taken from the Trust Funds and from
the Unemployment Insurance Fund that it
was a very unwise procedure, and I still
think so. My opinion is that these funds

* should be kept separate from each other,

and any credit balance should be utilised in
connection with our State bonds or loaned
out to local authorities. The Public Service
Superannuation Fund has been used to the
extent of £522,344, the BMain Roads Fund
to the extent of £126,000, Commonwealth
Bank Deposit receipts to the extent of
£1,394,000, and the Real Property Assurance
Fund to the extent of £140,000. Those
funds have been amalgamated and invested
in unwise channels, That is the reason why
to-day we have deficits of more than
£500,000 in these particular accounts. We
have to ask ouyrselves where those losses
have gone. We find the following debits :—

£

Chillagoe State Smelters 498,342
Cotton Trading Account 425,663
Inkerman Irrigation 10,528
Inkerman State Treatment

Works ... 9,964
State Coal Mines 28.530
State Enterprises 16,000

The Loan Fund again carries the baby.
That condition of things should stop. The
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“Prust Funds should be self-supporting. We
should not use loan money to carry the
Trust Funds and pay 6 per cent. interest
on’ loan money advanced to the Trust Funds,

when these are losing propositions, Surels
‘the time has armved when we should go
into these sccounts and put them in a proper
condition instead of being the jumble they
are at the present time. Our pubhc debt
is not in a sound condition. We have had
all the losses I have shown in our various
State activities. There is no sinking fund
provided to liquidate our debt, e\cnp’c to an
infinitesimal extent, and we have suspended
the payments to the sinking fund for quite
a number of years. The interest on our
public debt has grown to such large propor-
uon° that the people have to take cognisance
of the position. Taxation has piled up to
such an' extent thet it has become an
intolerable burden. The Government have
been hauled over the coals, and rightly so.
Mr. Theodore, the ex-Premier, has stated
that taxation has rea,ched its limit, but the
Government go on horrowing £4,000,000 or
£5,000,000 every year. What chahce have

-we of raising additional money in any other
way? There is only one way to raise more
revenue, and that is by increasing the income
tax and the rentals on leaschold properties.
The amount of rentals has gone up from
£700,000 to over £1,000,000 under this Go-
vernment; hence the land has gone out of
cultivation to some extent, and it is having
a disastrous effect on secondary industries
alao I cam‘o see any loophole of escape
from increased taxation.

The Treasurer in his Financia! Statement
said that the increase in the basic wage would
cost nearly a quarter of a million pounds,
but that he would not make any statement
as to where the money was to come from till
the amount was definitely ascertained. Pos-
sibly there will be an imposition of fresh
taxation. Ion. members opposite have to
realise that simultaneously with all this taxa-
tion which they have imposed they have also
relieved themselves of their lability for
-expenditure in regard to quite a number of
things. They have_rclieved themselves of
the necessity to pay doles to the unemployed:
they arc malunq the cmployer pay them.
Previously we were asked to find large sums
for the upkeep of hospitals. To-day the
Government are not asking us to proy ide any-

thing like that, because under the Iospitals -

Act thcy have compelled the ratepayers tn
tuke over the liability. All these responsibili-
ties of the Government are being gradually
removed.

M. W. Coorer: What would you do?

Mr. KERR: T make no bones about if.
There is only one way tfo end it.  There is
no man in the community who minds payving
income tax for the upkeep of the blind, deaf,
and dumb: for the gaols or for the #nforce-

rment of the laws of the country, for our
law zourts or for cur hospitals.

Mr. W. Coorrr: Or education.

Mr. KERR: Or of educaf'on No man

minds paying taxation for these purposes.
In 1914 we had to restrict curselves to a certain
ravenue, and, if we had continuecd to restricc
ourselves in that wav, our taxation now would
pmixnlv have been = bout £2 bs. a head instead
of £4 13s. 9d. But we did not do so, and
our taxation is continually going up. Our
-ordinary revenues, with a little taxation, were
more or less sufficient for our exnendlture
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Myr. W. CoorER: We are spending far more

in education than your Government did.
KERR: The hon. member has not got

tlxe 11ght viewpoint, The value of money
is a consideration, and taking a pound =3
being worth 20s, in 1914, to-day you have to
s;r«end something Jike 20s. to get the same
value. There 1s at least that difference.
Salaries and everything else have risen, but
not to the extent to which the cxpendnur-‘
has risen.  There is no question that the
proper function of a Government is to govern
and not to trade, and even at this late stage
T would like to see the Government realise
the seriousness of the state of things. If they
wipe out many of the uadexta.l‘.ms,a which are

abenrbing taxation by moeans of interest on
loan money and are also losing the Stata
money in the shape of taxation which other-
quo would bhe paid by nrivate enterprise,
and if we left legitimate taxation to be
imposed for the maintenance of our hospitais
and asylums, our gaols, our educational
system—all legitimate objects of governmenta!
expenditure—our position would be greatly
improved. Instead, the Government with one
stroke of the pen write off a sum of £800,000
from the capitalisation of one enterprise—
£800,000 of our State money which has been
invested and has been giving no return what-
ever to the pcople! These are things which
must be considered by any Government who
attempt to govern a country. I claim that the
Government should administer such things
as I have mentioned, 1f they are really a
Government, instead of letting their minis.
ters booomo mere managers, as it were, en-

gaged in trade and commerce, and so alto-
rrether cetting away from the functions of
rfovemmcnt I realise the handicap under
which hon. members opposite are suffering.
They cannot do anything else. Their policy
is Socwl‘sm so that thev will be ready when
the time arrives. Perhaps the Assistant Minis-
ter iz in charge of State enterprises so that
he mayv get a h’rtlp tuition as to how to run

a business, and when he has had six months’
<>x1mrlenco another man will be put in his
place, so that, when the Socialistic scheme is
put intc operation. we shall have a hody of
men willing and allegedly able to take con-
trol. Tt is absolutely ridiculous, yet hon.
members ask why capital is going “out of this
country! If I had my way in regard to
these State enterprises—and il is better to
say in plain langu‘we what you mean—I
would wipe some of them out.

At 12.45 p.m.,
The C'HAIRMAN resumed the chair,
Mr. Hynes: Where is the evidence that
capital is leaving Queensiand?
. KRR :

I bave been giving the evi-
The Government
imposed heavy land taxes and super
and there has been a reduction In the
¢ uwdu cultivation. Thev have in-
~d their fees, licenses, and stamp duties,
bhave nc‘oﬂ':ed taxa tion in every con-
oction.  Tn nine cases out of ten

donce ‘ox the lazt half hour.
havo
taxes.

and
erivable &8
thev arc hitting the same men and the sam>
busincsses,

Tr. Iyxes: The men who can afford to pay.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly wall that that argument is dead. He
knows perfectlv well that, if a special tax
was put on breweries, there would be an
incresse in the price of beer. We saw in this
mornine’s paper where the Commonwealtn
Government by means of tariff are extending

Mr, Kerr.]
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protection to the whisky distilleries of Aus-
tralia. We notice that because of this indirect
taxation in New South Wales whisky is o
be increased from &d. to 9d. a “ nip.”” The
cost is always passed on. Why all this non-
sense about the cost being borne by those
best able to pay? The hon. member for
Maryborough will bear me out when I say
that provision is made in the profit and loss
account for the amount paid in taxation. That
is done to keep up the selling price.
Mr. Wrir: That is not right.

Mr. KERR: Taxation is taken into account
and the same percentage of net profit 1s
maintained.

Mr. WEIR: No; you want to study a bit
more.

Mr. KERR: The same percentage of profit
on the turncver is maintained.

Mr. Burcock : Then why are they squealing
about the limitation of profits?

Mr. KERR : That is where the hon. gentle-
man fails dismally to see beyond his politieal
nose, IHe knows very well that the higher
the price the smaller the turnover, becausc
the people are not able to pay the increased
price. As a result of this increased taxation
the industries in Qucensland arc unable suc-
cessfully to compete with the Southern States.
With free trade between the States as we have
it here there should be no difficulty; but
taxation is the poisonous core that must be
withdrawn from our indastrial activities. At
an early date there is to be a Commonwealth
election, and I sincerely hope that, whea
Government members take the platform, they
will endeavour to make Australia what it
always was intended to be.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
ceuntry.

Mr. KERR: A country with its own ideals
and responsible to its own people—a free
country——

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: A country that is entitled to
say who shall enter it, and a country that is
entitled to say who shall remain. Our ideals
will not permit us to allow any wasters to
remain in our community to take advantage
of mob psychology.

Mr. FARRELL: Name them.

Mr. KERR: I have named somc of them
this morning. I make no bones about naming
them. I hope hon. members opposite will
view matters from an Australian point of
view, and forget for a little while the intole:-
able position of party politics when national
1ssues are at stake.

Mr. HYNES (Zownswville) : T have listened
with » good deal of interest to the debate,
and I have come to the conclusion that it is
rather regrettable that hon. members opposite
should have used the latitude given them for
the purpose of carrying on political propa-
ganda in connection with the Federal elec-
tions. The whole of the speeches delivered
and the criticism levelled at this side during
the debate have been so much political pro-
paganda. Not one constructive idea or logical
picce of eriticism has heen offered by hon.
members opposite. Metaphorically speaking,
they have stood iIn their places, poked
their tongues out, and called ¢ Bolshe-
vik.” With respect to the position that has
arisen in connection with the seamen’s strikes
and the Federal elections that have been
brought on by Mr. Bruce, the people who are
doing the propaganda work for the anti-

{Mr. Kerr.
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Labour forces arc endeavouring to get the
great mass of the electors to believe that the
Australian Labour movement in some way is.
going ‘‘red.”

Mr. FrY: Do you read the ““ Daily Mail ”?

Mr. HYNES: They imply that people from
overseas imbued with Bolshevistic ideas have
come to Australia, entered the industrizl orgn-
nisations, and as a consequence both the poli-
tical and industrial wings of the movement
are going ‘‘red,” or, in other words, Com-
munistic. I have been connected with the
industrial movement since boyhood. I have
taken a prominent part in industrial fights
and in direct action and strikes, and I know
considerably more of the state of the industrial
organisations than hon. members opposite. The
Australian Labour party stands for Soecialism.
That is the antithesis of Communism and
the antithesis of the doctrine that is preachad
by members of the old I.W.W., who believe
in direct action and revolutionary action.
We believe we can obtain our objective by
evolution—by gradual change. That is the
policy we subscribe to. No mention has been
made from this side of the Chamber during
the debate of this party having anything to
do with Communism,

Mr. BraND : Do you believe in Communism ?

Mr. HYNES: If I belicved in Communisimn,
I would not be eligible for membership of
the Australian Labour party. In proof of
that I would like to direct the attention of
hon., members to the fact that at the last
Federal convention of the Australian Labour
party held in Melbourne there was carried
a definite resolution dissociating the party
frem the Commuuistic partv. The official
report of the proceedings of that convention
on page 35 contains the following:—

“ Mr. Painter (Victoria) moved an
amendment, ¢ That conference declares
itsclf against the affiliation of the Com-
munist party, as a party, with the Aus-
tralian Labour party.” ”’

Myr. Theodore, the ex-Premier of this State,
who represented Queensland at the convention,
is reported as follows:—

“Mr. Theodore (Queensland) said he
was in agreement with Mr. Painter’s
amendment, but thought the amendment$
should go further, and, therefore, he would
move a further amendment—‘ That no
member of the Communist party shall be
eligible to become a member of the Aus-
tralian Labour party.”

The report further states—

“Tt was agreed that Mr. Painter’s
amendment and Mr. Theodore's further
amendment should bhe combined in the
following form:—*The conference de-
clares itself against the affiliation of the
Communist party with the Australian
Labour party, and delares ineligible for
membership avowed Communists.” »’

The above motion was carried, the voting
being thirty for, six against.

Mr. Branp: Why are you
Walsh?

Mr. HYNES: I will deal with that pre-
sently.  On page 42 of the report of the
convention, after the resolution arrived at
had been put into a concise form, I find
the following:—

“ ProroseD RULE RE COMMUNISTS.

“ COMMITTEE'S REPORT.
“1. Neither the Communist party nor

supporting
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a branch thereof may be or become
affiliated with the Ausiralian Labour
party.

“2. No member of the Communist
party may be or become a member of
the Australian Labour party.

“In reply to a query, the chairman
ruled that the discussion and report
were In accordance with Rule 8.

That gives the lie direct to hon. members
{pposite who say we are associated with the
(Clommunist party in the Commonwealth of
Australia. Xor the edification of hon. mem-
bers opposite, for the purpose of spiking
their guns and of interfering with the per-
nicious propaganda they are disseminating,
I shall read the pledge every man must
talo before he is allowed to become a member
of the Australian Labour party—

T hereby pledge myself to the prin-
ciples of the Australian Labour party,
State, and Federal and Local Govern-
ment platforms and to any alterations
thereto made by a duly constituted
T.abour Convention.

1 also pledge myself to do every-
thing in my power to further the objects
of the party as set forth in its coustitu-
tion and general rules. I hereby declare
that I am not a member of a Communist
organisation or party or of any political
party having objects and methods in any
way opposed to the Australian Labour
party.”

The reason 1 rose is that almost every
won. member on the other side who has
widdressed the Chamber has made the state-
ment, either by innuendo or straightout,
that we are connected with the Communistic
party. The doctrine of Communism is based
upon the doctrine of despair. We say there
no occasion for revolution; that we can
wehieve  our  objective by evolutionary
snethods, in accordance with the platform
<1 out in the report I have just quoted.

I am connected with the largest industrial
union in the Commonwealth, the Australian
Workers’ Union. I am a vice-president and
am on the executive of the Queensland
branch of that organisation. To indicate
how vast are the ramifications of that organi-
zation, [ wish to state that in Queensland
we have a membership of 50,000, embracing
employecs in all kinds of industry. As to
this twaddle about people from overseas—
Bolshevists—getting into and controlling our
executive, I point out there are ten members
an the Queensland Fxecutive of the Aus-
rralian Workers’ Union, and every one of
those ten is Australian born. We have
something like thirty organisers in Queens-
fand, and all are Australians. At the annual
convention of the Australian Workers’ Union
in Melbourne in February of this year
every delegate I met, so far as T could
sscertain, was an Australian. Where, then,
Jdoes all this rot come in about people
from Moscow undermining our organisa-
rions?  Communism only thrives under
suppression and oppression, and that being
so the Labour party, owing to
its methods and policy, is better
calculated to deal with Com-
sunism than hon. members opposite with
shieir policy. The reason why Communism
-ook hold in Russia was on account of the
manner in which the rulers of Russia dealt
with the great masses of the people of that
country. It was owing to the suppression

19253 ¢
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and oppresiion of the rulers that the people
revolted. Communism only thrives in those
countries which have bad economic and
industrial conditions for the working classes.
We stand for & high standard of living for
the working class and for the under-dog,
and as a consequence there is less danger
of any strides being made in Communistic
propaganda in this country than there is
in any other country in the world. Here
in Queensland we have had a Labour Admin-
istration for the last ten years, and the
standard of living of the workers is much
higher than it is in any other part of the
world. The nominal and effective wage of
the workers in Queensland is higher than it
is in any of the States of the Commonwealth.
The hours worked by the workers in Queens-
land are less per week than in any part of
the world. Taking these things into con-
sideration, and taking also into consideration
the fact that the depositors in the Savings
Bank in Queensland number 365,000, and thas.
according to the last returns available, 66.41
per cent. of the people occupying houses
in Qucensland own their own houses, I say
it is mere twaddle to talk about a bloody
revolution in this country. It is simply
propaganda put forward to stampede the
iimid clectors into winning the elections for
MMr. Bruce and his capitalistic friends. There
is more danger of Communism becoming
favoured by the workers of Australia 1f
Mr. Bruce is allowed to continue his despotic
actions, such as his actions towards the
organized workers in connection with the
scamen’s strike, than if the Labour party
is returned to power.

While I am dealing with that I wish to
make some reference to the strike that is
in existence at the present time. The deporta-
tion of Walsh and Johnson is not going to
bring about industrial peace in this gountry,
and no one knows that better than hon.
members opposite or than the Prime Minister
of Australia. If these two men are deported,
certainly there will be other men to take
their places. Tt is rather singular that there
have becn strikes going on in the Common-
wealth ever since the present party has been
in power in the Commonwealth Parliament.
The workers all over the world are resort-
ing to direct action, and it is logical to
assume that, if Mr. Bruce is returned to
power-—I do not think that he will be—
strikes will still continue. There is more
danger of Communism becoming popular
under an anti-Labour Administration than
under a Labour Administration, because a
majority of thir workers are reasonable
people and people who can sum up the posi-
tion logically, and, if they can obtain their
objective by peaceful means and evolutionary
effort, they are not going to embrace any
policy or doctrine that means bloody revolu-
tion.

In this State—and I suppose we can accept
that as being indicative of what obtains in
other States—we have a population of
approximately 800,000, of whom 265,000 have
bank accounts, and 66 per cent. of the
people are occupying their own houses. To
talk about a revolution under these circum-
stances is simply childish twaddle. I am
satisfied that when members of this party
and other Labour protagonists have an oppor-
tunity of stating these things from the hust-
ings, the Labour party will sweep into power
in the Commonwealth. I admit that there
are Communists in Australia, but the great

Myr. Hynes.]
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mass of the people do not believe in Com-
munism. They attach their hope to the policy
which has been propounded by the Australian
Labour party. The best evidence of that 1s
that one of the high priests of Communism
in Australia contested an industrial electorate
as a Communist candidate in Sydney at the
last New South Wales election. There were
60.000 pecople on the roll, most of whom
were industrialists, and he only secured 400
votes out of the 60,000, 'That is evidence
that the workers do not attach any faith at
ali to the doctrine preached by Communists.
VWhen the hon. members opposite endeavour
to fasten the Communist organisation on to
this pariy, they are saying something which
they know is positively untrue. Hon. mem-
bers opposite know full well that this party
is not associnted with the Communist party.

Mr. MaxwerL: Is not Mr. Garden the
secretary of the New South Wales Trades
and Labour Council?

Mr, HYNES: The big industrial organisa-
tions are in sympathy with the seamen in
their fight for better conditions. They under-
stand that the men are entitled to something
better than £8 a month. They uunderstand
that these men during the war period were
spoken of as herces:; to-day they are spoken
of a3 criminals. If there are any persons
who are guilty of criminal action m connec-
tion with the present dispute, it is the people
who control that great world-wide shipping
combine—the Inchcape group. These pecple
have arbitrarily taken £1 out of the paltry
-wage paid to these men, who have had no
say as to whether 1t should be rctained or
not. When the ships left their home port
these men were receiving £10 a month, and
when they came here it was reduced to £9
a month. The Inchcape shipping group is
not a British -organisation; it is an inter-
national organisation of capitalism. In
describing the Inchcape shipping groun 1
would use the words of Upton Sinclair, when
describing the great Meat Trust. In his
celebrated work, ¢ The Jungle,”” he said-—

“ Tt is the spirit of capitalism made
flesh; the incarnation of blind and
insatiate greed upon the ocean of com-
merce; it sails as a pirate ship, and has
hoisted the black flag and declared war
against civilisation.”

Those words are particularly applicable to

the Inchcape group—the great shipping com-
bine who are fighting the seamen to-day.

am not surprised that hon. members opposite
have taken up the cudgels on behalf of the
Inchcape group as opposed to the seamen.
They have always been on the side of the
oppressors, always on the side of the
capitalist, and they are true to their type.
I am not complaining about that, but, with
their tongues in their cheeks, they get up and
say that they are appealing to the reasonable
members of the working class. Their trouble
about the working class! Here we have them
sympathising with the Inchcape group—a
body of capitalists who have reduced the
wages of their already underpaid servants
by 10 per cent. What does the reduction of
£1 a month mean to the seamen? It means
that their dependents, who were in receipt
of £6 a month out of their paltry £10 a
month. will now get less. It will mean less
butter on the children’s bread, probably less
coals to warm them in winter. and perhaps
more scanty clothing to shield them from
the winter elements.” What does it mean if
the shipping combine succeed in breaking the

[Mr., Hynes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

sirike? Only more profits; more dividends
for the combine; more motor cars; more
money to spend in the fashicnable resorts
of Europe; more champagne! On the one
hand it means bread and butter for the
children of the seamen; on the other en-
Lanced profits for the capitalists who have
shares in the Inchcape group. That is the
position &s it appears to me, and I hope that
the scamen win.

Ar. Braxp: You did not express that
hope to the railway men.

Mr. HYNES: That is the desire of every
decent worker in this country, We hope
that they will win. I know that there is 2
tough fight ahead of them, but I hope that
the spirit of solidarity which they are dis-
playing will assist them in winning out.

Mr. Braxp: You know they will not win.

Mr. HYNES: I know that they are going
to put up a good fight, and that 1s the main
point,

The railway strike was settled in a
manner which was compatible with the aims
and ideals of the Labour party. We sub-
scribed to the policy of arbitration, and we
settled the strike in eight days—and, mark
vou, I belicve that the Bruce Administration
could have done something to bring thir
seamen’s strike to a termination if they
wished. Ounly recently the Press informed us
that, with a view to terminating the sea-
men’s strike. the Prime Minister of New
Zealand is endeavouring to adopt the same
methods which we adopted in the railwax
strike. The Prime XIinister of Australia is
taking up the “‘strong man” attitude—he is
going to break the strike with the mailed
fist by deporting citizens of Australia. Con-
trast the action of his Government with thai
of the Labour Government here! I believe
that if hon. members opposite were in power
in this State they would have tried to break
up the railway strike with the mailed fist,
and probably that would have meant a
protracted struggle. I believe that the rail-
way employees are sufliciently organised to
put up a big struggle, and the result would
have been that we would have had civil
war, and the whole of the primary and
secondary industries would have been ruined
because they could not get their produce to
market,

Some hon. member opposite quoted figures
to prove that the workers of this State were
receiving a lower effective wage than the
workers were getting in other parts of the
Commonwealth. I have gone io the trouble
of looking wup statistics which must be
accepted as being authentic. They are taken
from the “‘Quarterly Summary of Australian
Statistics, Bulletin No. 99, published in
March, 1925, On page 66 will be found the
following table:—

“Wages—Adult Males—Weighted aver-
age nominal weekly rates payable and
weekly hours of labour.”

Weekly Working

wagn. hours.

s. d.
New South Wales 93 6 47.75
Victoria . ... 95 5 46.99
Queensland 95 9 45.40
South Australia 91 10 46.98
Western Australia 94 8 46.52
Tasmania 92 6 47.26
Australia 94 3 46.66
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The figures relating to Queensland were
given before the passing of legislation enact-
ing a 44-hour weck. It will be noticed that
the nominal wage in Queensland is higher
and the weskly hours of work lower than in
any other State. Hon. members opposite are
continually saying that, while nominal wages
have been increased, the effective wage is no
better than it was in 1814, They also state
that the effective wage is higher in other
parts of the Commonwealth than in Queens-
land. I have taken some figures from the
same authority that I have quoted to show
the purchasing power of money. These
figures show what it costs to purchase in each
capital city that which cost £1 in 1911—

Housing Food,
accommodation groceries,
and housing.
s. d. s. d.
Sydney . 81 b 35 7
Melbourne ... 3111 33 1
Brisbane ... 28 3 29 7
Adelaide .. 31 4 34 5
Perth ... ... 26 8 34 7
Hobart Lo 3411 35 b

The weighted average of six capital cities
throughout the Commonwealth is 32s, 11d.
for housing accommodation and 34s. for food,
croceries, and housing. I have already
stated that there has been a considerable
reduction in hours since the figures in the
first table were compiled. The latest figures
available from the Commonwealth Statis-
tician are dealt with in the report from
which T have just quoted. The point I want
io make is this: After ten years of Labour
administration the purchasing power of
money is greater in this State than it is in
any other State; after ten years of Labour
administration the average hours of work
in Queensland are less than in any other
State; after ten years of Labour adminis-
fration the nominal wage for the workers in
Queensland to-day is higher thah in any other
State of the Commonwealth. We take great
credit for those threc important factors.
Legislation dealing with the construction of
workers’” homes has had such a beneficial
offect that 66 per cent. of the people in
Quecnsland are able to be their own land-
lords. By pricefixing legislation and by the
introduction of a system of btate retail
butcher shops and other enterpfises by thls
Government, we have been sble to kee
down the cost of living to the consumer.
The result is that the purchasing power of
money is higher to-day in Queensland than
in any other part of the Commonwealth, the
hours are shorter, and the nominal wages are
also higher.

Mr. Braxp: They have always been so in
Queensland,

Mr. HYNES: Some reference has been
made in the course of the debate to what is
termed the unemployment in Queensland. An
Economic Commission was appointed this
vear to assist the Arbitration Ceurt in con-
nection with the revision of the basic wage,
and page 54 of its report contains table No.
5, ¢ Nominal effective wages in Queens-
land.” 1t is @ comprehensive table proving
oonoluswely that unemployment has dimin-
ished in Queensland during the ten years
that the Labour party has been in power.
The report shows that in the year 1915 the
average nominal rate of wages was B5ds, 4d.
and that the index number was 1064. The
average rate of wages in 1924 was 94s. 11d.
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and the index number 1858. That is cer-
tainly a considerable increase. Taking 1000
as the basis in 1911, the index number of the
retail prices. in 1915 was 1270 as compared
with 1646 in 1924. The index number of the
effcctive wage in 1915 was 838 against 1129 in
1924, The percentage of unemployment in
1915—hon. members opposite should nobe this
—was 13.5 as against 6.4 in 1924. The index
employment figures in 1915 were 909 and in
1925 982. The index number of the effective
wage, allowing for unemployment, for 1915
was 762, and for 1924 1109. This means that
there has beer an increase of 45.5 per cent.
in the effective wage in Quecnsland during
the ten years of office of the Labour party.
That is borne out by the evidence compiled
and contained in the report of the Economic
Commission. The members of that Com-
mission were not Labour men or propa-
gandists for this party. They were experts
"mpomt(\d to do a definite job, and, as their
job was to get this information, we¢ must
accept it as bmno authentic.

Mr. PrrERSON: What about the increase
in the cost of living to balance that increase
in the cffective wage?

My, HYNES : Hon. members oppo‘«;m have
been ronstdnﬂv throwing the gibe at hon.
membars on this side of the Chamber that
we are under the <ictation of an outside
organisation,

Myr. Sizer: Quiie right.

Mr. HYNES: I intend to prove that the
party to which the hon. members opposite
b“]ong is under the dictation and domina-
tion of the National Union.

Mr. Sizgr: There is no such body in
Queensland. )
Mr. HYNES: This organisation has been

described by the Melbourne ¢
words—

“ The National Union is a secret little
body of rich men who act in defiance of
the spirit, if not the letter, of the law,
and endeavour by the expondltum of
seores of thouaa'ld: of pounds fo buy into
power acccmmedating pohhcmnc”

I am not going to condemn hon. members
opposite ‘W my own opinjon, but out of the
mouths of their own r“ow Press.

Commenting on a meeting held at Roeclk-
hampton and addressed by the deputy-leader
of the Oppo~1tion on 3rd July last, the Rock-
hampton “ Morning Bulletin”—and it is not a
Labour paper—of 4th July last had this to
[ay—

“ The party which tries to give over the
electors to the dominance of the National
Union, throws out four men who endex-
vour to stand between the electors and
that undemocratic outrage, and then
explains as its reason for so doing that
the four are business or middle men, can

Age” in these

only be characterised as monumentally
stupid.”
Further on it said—
“ Another tale is overdue, as Messrs

Barnes and Taylor, 20 whom the stigma of
¢ middlemen * has been applied, have their
returns regulated by law, which lays down
that no more than 74 per cent. max be col-
lected as commission on any produce they
handle, while Mr. King, who is a solicitor:
is also a middleman between his client
and the client of his opponent. Other
members of the amarzing new party who
swallowed the National Union pill are

Mr. Hynes.]
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men of business, who in their capacity
of distributors stand between the buyer
and seller, and an explanation is needed
to define how, or by what stretch of
fevered reasoning, they are regarded as
party assets, while the other four are held
to bo anathema.”
That means that the * Bulletin”’ did not
believe the explanation that the four members
on the cross benches opposite were thrown cut
because they are middlemen. To pursue the
argument further I shall read from the
“(Courier ” of 3lst July, 1925, reporting a
meeting held at the Hamilton Town Hall.
The hon. member for Windsor is quoted as
saying—
' ** Never before in the history of Queens-
land politics had the Opposition been in
sush a chaotic muddle.”

Agaln, there is the heading—
"+ Pawned to the National Union.”

And then this is said—

* Mr. G. W. Shipley said that the
Country Progressive party had been
formed for the purpose of securing finance
from the National Union. They now tell
vou the National Union is not behind
them, but, if that is the case, from where
are they getting their funds? It is evident
they have pawned themselves to the
National Union.”

Mr. Shisley is not a Labour man; he is on
the other side. Then the Brisbane ¢ Courier ”
of 14th Mav last had this to say—

*“ Mr. Moore and Mr. King affirm that
tne new party is untrammelled by allian-
ces or understandings. They probably
thought that they were untrammelled
when they made the agreement with the
National Union in the first place, by which
that coterie of privately selceted repre-
sentatives of financial interests in Mel-
bourne could financially dominate the
political destinies of anti-socialism in
Queensland. . . . Democracy is u futility,
a howling farce in fact, if the electors are
to be subservient to a coterie of repre-
sentatives of the mcneyed interests of
M’e’lbourne, such as the National Union
is.

Mr. Sizer: Hear, hear!

Mr. HYNES: I am glad there are some
hon. members onposite who arc prepared to
kick up a little trouble in their party
in order to make things right. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. BraxD : No wonder vour electors turned
vou down.

Mr. HYNES: They certainly would not
tolerate  Little Hlermie from Burrum.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T ask the hon.
member to address the Chair,

. Mr, HYNES: ¢ Little Hermie”
nterjecting.

The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in referring to any hon.
member by other than the name of his
clectorate.

Mr. HYNES: I mean the hon. member for
Burrum. Mr. Fergus McMaster is reported
as follows:—

“ To state that an organisation such as
the National Union, comprised apparently
of self-anvointed members, or nominees
only of the largest and most influential
commercial and financial institutions in
Australia, is going to be content to simply

[Mr. Hynes,
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fill the role of collecting funds, having no
policy, imposing neither directly nor in-
directly any conditions whatever upou
those members and candidates accepting
its financial support, is too ridiculous to
be even misleading. An organisation thas
collects and controls funds constituted as
the National Union is, must and will have
a policy, either public or secret, and must
and will exact conditions upon those
whom it subsidises.”
[2.30 p.m.]}
My, Braxp: What are you quoting from?
Mr. HYNES: I thought the hon. member
was notf listening. The Brisbane * Courier””
of 27th May, 1925, said—

“ Mr, King will require a lot of elo-
quence to convince the electors that he
and his party is not dancing to the tune
that is called by the National Union.”

That is definite enough. Then John W

Henderson, of Bulimba, writing to the
*“Courier ' of 18th June, 1925, re the dis-
unity of the United party, said—

“ Anyway, who 1s responsible for the

present disunity? Can the member for
Oxley tell us anything about it? Also
can he or any other member tell who
it was who onece made a proposition that
the National Unton should pay a retainer
of £500 per annum for supervising Bills
going through the House and reporting
to the said Union?”’

Mr. Branp: Do you believe what the
“ Courier ” said about you?

Mr. HYNES: The ‘ Courier” sumined
vou up all right. (Interruption.) That is
what contributors to the * Courier” said
in the correspondence columns.

The “ Courier *’ of 18th June, 1925, report-
ing a combined meeting of anti-Labour
organisations, at which the ‘° Rump’’ were
present, said under the heading ‘““ A flank
attack from National Union!”—

“Mr. W. Kelso, M.L.A., said that
in OQOectober, 1923, the National Union
notified the United party organisation

that no more money would be supplied
until unity on the floor of the House
was obtained. Finding it impossible te
starve out the United party organisation
in this way, the National Union then
endeavoured to defeat it by a flank
attack. It offered to supply the leader
of each of the parties in opposition with
funds for organisation purposes. Kach
leader was to supply the individual mem-
bers of their parties with funds for
organising their electorates, and the
various organisations were not to have
any say but could assist in any way
possible. The voting on that motion
was nine in favour and seven against.
A financial committee was formed and
of the minority Mr. T. R. Roberts was -
elected on this committee.

“We four members who have been
kept out of the new party, together with

Messrs. Maxwell and Fry, said Mr.
Kelso, constituted the remaining dissen-
tients.”

There hon. members opposite are condemned
by the members of their own party. The
hon. member for Nundah said plainly and
distinetly in that statement to the Press
that those four members have been kept
out because they refused to be dominated
by the National Union; thag is, the group
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of Melbourne capitalists who evidently have
been paying funds to individual members
of the party opposite.

Mr. SIZER: I rise to a point of order.
I wish to state that there 1s no National

Union in Queensland.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. HYNES: That makes it all the
WOrse,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to ask the hon. member for Sandgate to
refrain from raising frivolous points of
order. He is merely abusing the privileges
of this House in doing so, and I hope the
hon. member will discontinue such conduct.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is stating
something that is not a fact.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. HYNES: The
May, 1925, said—
“The reasons given for the exclusion
of Messrs, C. Taylor, W. H. Barnes, G.
P. Barnes, and W. Kelso, from the
deliberations was their disloyalty to the
party in not accepting the agreement
with the National Union of 19th January,
recognising it as the sole collecting body
for- the United party and the Country
party.”

““Courier ” of 14th

That is definite and conclusive enough. Am
I vight in assuming that individual members
opposite have taken sums of money from a

body which is described as a group of
capitalists who buy: accommodating poli-
ticians? Am I right in assuming that?

OrrositioNn MemBirs : No! No'!

Mr. HYNES: If that is so. am I right
in assuming that they are doing something
which is inimical to the best interests of
this country? Am I right in saying that
two men were gaoled for doing something
similar?

Mr. SwzEr: No.

Mr. HYNES: The time has arrived when
the people outside should be awake to the
fact that there is a group of capitalists in
this country who are endeavouring to bribe
politicians, and that certain politicians have
been in negotiations with that organisation
for the purpose of getting funds for their
election eampaign. 1f that is true—and evi-
dently there is some foundation for the belief
—the people who should be deported under
Mr. Bruce’s Deportation Act are the group
of capitalists who are endeavouring to hribe
politicians to do their dirty work in Parlia-
ment. I have read out statements in the
Press of hon. members opposite. If they have
accepted money from that organisation, they
are doing something which is inimical to the
interests of this country and against the
institutions of the State of Queensland.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): It is desir-
able in many directions to follow the hon.
member for Townsville with the object of
refuting, or at anv rate making some
attempt to put him right, regarding certain
conclusions he has arrived at; but, although
I might attempt briefly to do a little in that
way, I have other fish to fry, and conse-
quentlv will not spend much time in that
direction.

With regard to the raising of the standard
of living for the workers, I maintain that we
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on this side are out to do the best we can
in that direction for those with whom we
have to do. I speak with a sympathetic
feeling, as I am in touch with workers and
know their feelings, Dissatisfied service 1is
no good to anyone. It is neither good to the
Shate omployers generally. If we
look at it merely from a selfish point of
view, the employer, in his own interest, must
be out to do the best he can for those who
have to do with him in the carrying on
of his business, and in that sense they are
co-partners.

nor
ner ie

I am not surve that the hon, member for
Townsville is quite right in his conclusions
with regard to the cost of living., Consider-
able interest is being shown in connection
with the Estimates we have before us in
regard to providing for the higher cost of
living. In connection with the Department
of Justice, last year a sum of £2,100 was pro-
vided by way of allowance to meet the
higher cost of living in connection with
clerks of petty sessions, while £2.300 is put
down this year for that object. It is interest-

-ing to follow the hon. member for Towns-

ville in connection with the various strikes,
and as to the relationship which he says does
not exist between the Labour party and the
Communists. e admits that there are Com-
munists in Australia. Should not some
heroic stand be taken by hon. members oppo-
site to oust these gentlemen, who, by the
way, we all remember were described by
the Premier 'during his speech on that
memorable day when he dealt with the strike
as men who should be fired out? That is the
attitude we take up. We say, ‘ Fire them
out!” In the intcrests of Labour and in the
interests of patriotism as well, it would be
well to get rid of the firebrands of society
in order that there might be a chance of
peace. I think everybody must regret that,
immediately the great shipping strike took
place and the extremists were being dealt
with in New South Wales and were likely
to be deported, we should lend a hand by
expressing sympathy and by allowing the
funds of Queensland to be used in litigation
which is now proceeding. We should have
washed our hands of that business, When
the hon. member for Townsville made his
remarks this afternoon about non-association
with the Communists, T think he displayed
optimism, I think there is a good deal of
truth in the article which appeared in_the
*“Daily Mail” of the 18th August, but,
putting that aside altogether for the moment,
we cannot overlook the. sentiments expressed
by Mr. Appleton and Mr. Ramsay MacDonald
at home. They are sane men, and I think
we should not forget what Mr, Appleton
sald on that occasion:—

“The circumstances facing the union
were that hundreds of ships were laid up,
and many thousands of scafarers unem-
ployed, 40 per cent. of shipvard workers
were begging for work, and every other
mercantile country was undercutting
Britain in wages and conditions, If the
intransigeant section of  Australian
Labour wants to improve the condition
of seamen, let them start with Russian,
German, Frenchmen, Dutchmen, and
other nationalities, who are carrying
merchandise and passengers under Worse
conditions than British ships . . . . .
they will not take my advice to mind
their own business, it is fair on his side
to assume that their present action is

Myr. G. P. Barnes.]
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dictated by malevolence and ignorance,
and mnot regard for British trades
unionists.””
And then there was the cable from Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald. I prefer to take their
opinions to the opinions of the hon. member.

The hon. member for Townsville referred
also to the good work which he said had
been done by the Government during the
last ten years and to the fact that they had
been in office for that period. 1t is just that
period of office with which I wish to deal
this afternoon. In view of their handling
of the business affairs of the State, the
wonder to me is that the Government still
hold office, and that they have held it for
ten years. Hon. members opposite un-
doubtedly have left their mark on the history
of Queensland. It will take a mighty long
time. even if they go out at the coming elec-
tions, to efface the mark thev have left on
the Listory of the land. After a ten years’
term, and after looking over the position
at the end of cach financial year, it is diffi-
cult to account for the retention of confi-
denice which the Government have received
not only at the hands of the men behind
them—that 1s a surprise—but also at the
hands of the people. Their administration
I maintain In no sense—facts undoubtedly
prove my contention—justifies, and has not
justified, the least degree of confidence or
support. How the Labour Government are
able to retain that confidence in the light
of their management is a thing that baffles
the sane people of the land. I cannot under-
stand it. Members of Parliament on this
side cannot understand how the Government
continue to receive the support of the land
when we know of the waste and the mal-
administration that is taking place. Every
one of the one hundred and one happenings
that we have seen would have driven any
other Government out of office. 1t appears
now that nothing at all short of bankruptey
in this State and nothing short of the abject
need of the people is likely 1o disturb the
standing of the (Government. They can lose
money right and left and still go on undis-
turbed and unmoved. )

No one can deny the losses, because they
stand out in clearly defined figures and facts.
The great seriousness of the position is that
we have had to pay heavily for the ten
years of thcir'managoment of the country’s
busuiess. It is a thing that puzzles one’s
mind. I am not speaking extravagantly in
this sense. No words at my command are
sufficiently strong to cxpress the condemna.
tion which 1 feel and which this land should
teel for the facts that stare us in the face.
I want to put the case in the simplest way
passible as it appears to me. In 1915 the
people decided to change their Government.
In other words, they appointed new managers
to control and conduct their business. The
Labour party. under the late Hon. T. J.
Ryan, assumed control by taking the place
of the Denham Government. The Labour
party took the place of a political party that
had managed the countrv's affairs for some
fiftysix years. In business language, the
business taker over was a good, healthy,
going concern. It was one that was rather
more than paying its way. When the Den-
ham Clovernment retired in 1915 and the
Lfabchr parlty gssur?ed office, the public debt
[ ueensland  after fifty-six vea s
£56.869,046. ) vews e

The financial year in 1915 ended with a
surplus, which had been the rule for many
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years, and aggregated altogether £576,076.
Of the public debt at that time £37,638,727
was represented in the cost of 5,104 miles of
railways. These railways for the year
ended 30th June, 1915, as well as for many
years previously, had paid working expenses.
They had, in fact, shown a slight profit
after paying interest. The balance of the
public debt—£19,255,431—was represented in
the cost of public buildings throughout the
State—a very fine asset—Iloans to local
authorities, harbour boards, amount spent
on immigration, etc. Generally speaking,
the State was in a most satisfactory and
prosperous condition, The position of the
people was reflected in the savings bank
returns. 'That bank then was the appreci-
ated property of the State. It is not now
the property of the State. The further
prosperity of the State was evidenced in the
development going on on the land under
various heads, including genecral agriculture,
dairying, fruit, and poultry farming. There
was abundant evidence that development was
taking place. Prosperity, too, was evidenced
in this sense, that Queensland had no land
tax, and the amount received from direct
taxation for the year totalled only £0854,457.
Queensland was then the lowest taxed State
in the Commonwealth, consequently that
condition was reflected in many directions.
It is very interesting to note from a perusal
of Table C4, page 17, of the Treasurer’s
Financial Statement, that between the years
1505-1906 and 1914-15 the revenue per head
of population increased only £2 0s. 8d. We
have to remember that all revenue is direct
taxation. Perusing the figures further we
find that for the ten years which the Govern-
ment have been in power the revenue per
capita has increased by £7 4s. It is inter-
esting also to note how the items are made
up, and the amounts can be seen at a glance
in the following table:—

1914-15. 1924-25.
£ s d £ s d
Amount received from
Commonwealth ... 1 4 5 1 410
Taxation .. 1 8 2 413 9
Territorial revenue 192 115 2
Public works and ser-
vices .. 512 1 8 811
Miscellaneous  services 0 19 0 114 2

Further prosperity was seen in the growth
of our industries, as a result of the encour- .
agement due to the light taxation; also in
the abtence of unemployment, whilst the
population had increased between 1907 and
1915 by 132,208, or approximately by 25 per
cent. Much more could be said on this
question—that the business was well and
faithfully carried out; that there was com-
plete absence of speculation; no risks what-
ever were taken; no State enterprises of
any kind, apart from utility matters, were
encouraged or introduced—in marked con-
trast to the enterprises and ventures indulged
in later by this Government.

I now wish, in a similar brief way, to
look at the position of things to-day, after
ten vears of socialistic mismanagement. The
public debt is now :£05,894,158, an increase
over the 1915 figure of £39,025,112, approxi-
mately an increase of 70 per cent. What
have the Government to show for this?
That is where we nced to study this matter
very carefully. What have the Government
to show for this huge cxpenditure of nearly
£40,000,000? We know they have added
935 miles to our railway mileage, and the
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extra charge against our railways is no less
a sum than £12,782,287, That is not much
of a mileage to represent those millions of

pounds. They have also expended on—
£
Public buildings, approxi-

mately ... 2.000.000
Local authority advances 4,646,483
Harbours 685.460
Land resumptions 365.503
State enterprises ... 2,506,863
Retirement of Treasury Bills 1,124,750

There 1s, also, of course, the usual state-
ment made regarding unexpended balances.
Tt will, therefore, be seen that a huge sum
has been expended for which very little is
t be seen, and in addition large sums of
wmoney have been advanced from Trust
Funds. I agree with the hon. member for
Finoggera, who spoke this morning, that a
olance at that Trust Tund will furnish
plenty of food for serious thought. It is a
matter of conjecture how it is going to add
up by and by, when we take into considera-
fion the amounts which have been used from
those funds in connection with various
watters like the Chillagoe smelters. It can
bte made good eventually only by a transfer
either to the Consolidated Revenue or to the
1~an Fund Account.

I have said that the Government have
increased the public debt in ten years by
£39,025,112. It took their predecessors
thirty years to increase the public debt by
that amount, and they did mighty work
during those thirty years. Nearly all the
wood work done throughout Queensland was
done during the thirty vears of administra-
tion which preceded the term when the
present Government took office, In 1885 the
total debt of the State was, approximately,
£17,000.000, and in 1915 it was the amount

“that I have previously stated. I make the
bold statement that the present Government
cannot remain in power without the expen-
diture of loan money. They have kept in
rewer because they have expended borrowed

money, and the moment they

[3 pm.] cease to expend borrowed money

out they go. We had evidence
of that during those tight days when the
Savings Bank was transferred to the Com-
monwealth. The Savings Bank was trans.
ferred because we had over-run the con-
srable by the wutilisation of the funds of
the Bavings Bank, and in order to right
things an arrangement was come to with the

- Federal Government, and the amount we
had utilised in this direction was made a
loan. It was a very unfortunate circum-

stance. The Government have shown by their
past actions that nothing on earth will keep
them in power except the raising of more
and more loan money. Their evidence is that
they have lived on that kind of thing; but,
if by any unfortunate circumstances thev
refain their position as advisers to the

King or to the King’s representative and

they continue expenditure at the same rate,

#* the end of another fifteen years our public

debt will amount to £200,000,000. There is
no_evidence of a cessation of expenditure;
indeed, there is every evidence that they
intend carrying on in the same way. |
submit, therefore, that there is absolute
proof that the Government can only live
by the expenditure of more and more local
roney.  The tragedy of the thing is that
the Government are blind to the results of
their own actions. They do not seem to

(29 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 791

know what is taking place. The second
tragedy is that the bulk of the citizens see
no further than the wage they receive. The
day must come, and it cannot be far off,
when extravagant expenditure will have to
stop. The rate at which we are speeding
along must cease, or a calamity such as we
cannot imagine is going to overtake this
fair land of ours. These facts are unpalat-
able. but they are true, and the Government,
or the forces behind them, should be seized
of the position of things and bring about
a change. Taxation in Queensland dJduring
the ten years 1915-1916 to 1924-1925 amounted
to £28,841,835, while during the previous
ten years, when their predecessors were in
office, it amounted to £6,784,000. No doubt it
would have been necessary under any Admini-
stration to increase taxation, but it is safe
to say that the taxation would not have
been more than doubled under any Admini-
stration, and, if that assumption is correct—
and I think it is—then no less a sum than
£14,0600,000 has been extracted from the
people unnecessarily, This money, as in other
parts of the Commonwealth, would have gone
into avenues of industry and would have
been the means of finding untold employ-
ment and of sending this land along in a
dircetion of which we have not yet dreamed.
About £14,000,000 have been extracted from
the people over and above what a Nationalist
or I.iberal Government would have levied.
Had Victoria imposed the same rate of
taxation, in addition to the taxation which
they have levied during the ten years, they
would have levied an extra £22,162,000 from
the people. The record, thercfore, is a pretty
bad one, but the real incidence of it is seen
in the figures I previously quoted. Table
C4 sets out how that taxation is arrived at,
That1 amount has had to be found by the
people.

The all-round aectual effect upon the indi-
vidual is clearly seen in the Treasurer's
tables.  The population of Queensland is
not increasing fast enough. With the great
expenditure which has taken place the popu-
lation increased by 156,219, or only 19 per
cant., wherecas it inerecased very much more
under previeus Liberal Administrations. Our
railways have shown a deficit of no less than
£12,426,000 in ten years, although freights
and fares have enormously increased. The
freights on agricultural produce have
increased by &bout 74 per cent. and on goods
and live stock by 62 per cent. State cnter-

prises account for an enormous loss. There
i a fotal foss on all State enterprises of
no  less than £1,374,632, and uncharged

mterest £131,903. More income tax would
have been sccured if the State stations had
been worked by private enterprise.

But what we have to find fault with in
connection with State enterprises is the losses
in connection with ventures like Chillagoce.
Chillagos has a debt—and some of the money
iz obtained through the Trust Funds—of
over £1.000,000. Then there are the losses
on the Styx Rixer and Baralaba coal mines,
and the fish enterprise. We have had the
Government writing off £800,000 in connec-
tion with State stations. After making such
huge blunders in the managemment of the
people’s business and acknowiedging a loss
of £800,000, it is a marvel that the State
enterprises still exist. No other Government
would last five minutes after acknowledging
a loss like that. They would not, of course,
have got that far, but would have received

Mr. @. P. Barnes.]
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short shrift before arriving at that stage.
What these losses will amount to in the
event of a general wind-up no one can say.
We have had £170,000 written off the Inker-
man undertaking, Of course, hon. members
opposite have not admitted it, but they
rushed into these business concerns, which
they were quite unable to manage. The
trouble also is that in the Old World notice
is being taken of the way in which we
are managing our affairs. I read an article
recently in the engineering number of the
‘““Times” dealing with the various enter-
prises of the Statec and our failure in con-
nection with them. The entering into and
carrying on of State enterprises is altogethey
detrimental to our standing, and will inflict
an injury upon us in connection with any
financial proposals we may have to make
to the Old Country. I think I have said
sufficient, in comparing the year 1914-15 with
the year 1924.25 and indicating the millions
of money which have been spent by the
GGovernment, to prove that they have no right
to be occupying the Treasury benches and
that a stand will have to be taken sooner
or later by this community to make some
effort to adjust the blunders which other-
wise will be handed down to posterity.

One would think that hand in hand with
the construction of railways would have gone
some migration scheme, but that has not been
the case, and to-day we are talking of rejecting
terms on which we might settle people on tha
land such as have never been offered to any
State previously. I am glad, however, that
the Government are about to sign the agree-
ment. I have a copy in my hands, and the
general terms scem to be quite acceptable. 1
know that in these matters there is a danger
of doing tco much for people. Those who have
had to do with the pioneering spirit know
that the pioneers had nothing in their pockets.
They simply trusted to their own initiative
and enterprise, and they determined to get
on. I hope that too much will not be done
in this case, A man finds a much sweeter
interest in a thing into which he puts his
own sweat, and which is the result of his own
effort. Subsidising is a wise thing. but it is
possible to have too much of it. The main
thing we have to do is to interest the people
in country life. More people are leaving the
country than are going into it. Some of the
smaller towns where the opportunities are
greater are growing slowly, but many of the
smaller places are going down, down. Some-
thing has to be donc. The principal failing
is that the State is a big area governed by =
centralisod Government at this end of the
State. We need to divide it and establish
provinces outside and create interests there so
that rural development will take place. 1t
mav be merely that several local anthorities
will have to be banded together, with greater
powers of administration, or that we shall have
to tske a leaf out of the book of Canada and
split up the country into provinces. As we
all know. everyhody wants to get to the citv.
and we have to do something to increase
interest in the interior or we shall not develop.
At one time I thought only of unification in
the sense that I believed that we were being
too much governed, but I believe now that
we have to be more governed if we are to
develop the best resources of this country.
If a nrovince extending from Charleville were
sstablished and some form of Government
were set np, do you not think that develop-
mert, would oo on in a way that we have nos
calised? If the interior is to he settled,
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and if advancement is needed, we must give
a sense of responsibility and interest and allow
those people to work out their own destiny.
We must have inland administration working
for advancement all the time. As I have said.
it may mean only the joining together of
various local authorities, but Queensland, with
its 670,000 square miles or 420,000,000 acres,
is too big to be worked from this corner.
Whilst you cannot develop in circumstances
where interest is not apparent you may where
vou create that interest. Some of the Cana-
dian provinges are very small. Prince Edward
Island has an area of only 2,194 square miles,
and a population of 88,615. New Brunswick
has an area of 27.911 square miles, and a
population of 387,076, Nova Scotia has an
area of 21.068 square miles, and Manitoba
an area of 231,926 square miles. New Bruns-
wick is governed by an Assembly of forty-
cight members. Nova Scotia has an Execu-

tive Council of ten members, and a
Legislative Council of twenty-one, and an
Assembly of forty-three members. Manitohn

is a_comparatively small area, and was styled
by I.ord Dufferin as ‘‘ The keystone of that
mighty arch which spans the continent fron:
the Atlantic to the Pacific.” I feel sure that
something should be done in this direction.

Mr. CoLLINg : Are you a unificationist?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am speaking of
provinces just now. Something will have 1o
be done in that direction if Queensland is
going to be developed. It is not being devel-
oped, and people are leaving the interior
and flocking to the cities. If they had thz
management of their own affairs out there,
they would be able to do very much better
than -what we are doing for them here.
I want to say a few words with regard to
land settlement. Land settlement is being
discouraged just now because of the delay
in payment for crops harvested. Take the
wheat crop. The last payment has not been-
made yet, but it is to be made some tim-
next month, After a farmer has waited
for a year he cannot afford to accept his pay-
ments in instalments after he has delivered
his crop. A man came to me the other dav
and said he had received only his first instai-
ment for his wheat. He showed me a cheque
for £46 odd. but he said it was no good to
him. T asked him why, and he mformed me
that, after paying for the cost of harvesting
the crop and for his bags, he had only £5 or
£6 left. He asked if anvthing could be done.
Something can be done, and something must
he done. T know that we are to have the
henefit of the rural section of the Common- .
wealth Bank, and that is one of the finest
schemes that has been initiated bv the Com-
monwealth Government. As soon as the
farmer delivers his wheat or his maize, cr
whatever it mav be that he is pooling, he
should receive his full payment right away.
On that certificate he should be able to go
to his banker and receive a decent advance
at a low rate of interest. He could be pro-
teeted bv an endorsement made upon the
warrant or certificate. T urge that something
should be done in this direction. Men could
he registered to deal with this matter. 1T
know the evil that followed the issue of certi-
ficates in the South. Men had to take any-
thing for them. These certificates, whilsy
heing made transferable for bank advances,
shonld not be transferable in their entirets.
TUnless somothing like that is done, the farmer
will be discouraged at every turn. Yoz
might as well ask a man to work for six or
twelve months, and then give him a promise
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of payment for his labour. That condition
of affairs is mightily unfair, and must ne
altered. The Federal Government intend io
give some thought to matters in that direction.
Some months ago I spoke at Killarney in
connection with this matter, and said that
something of this kind should be done—that,
when a man sold his wheat crop, a certificate
should be issued to him and on that certificate
he should be able to go to his banker and
receive a liberal advance. I have read the
debates in connection with the Rural Credits
Bill that has been introduced into the Federal
Parliament, and one of its clauses reads—

“ 60aBI. Advances may be made by the
Rural Credits Department, upon the
securitv of primary rroduce placed under
the legal control of the bank, to—

(@) The bank or other banks;

(b) Co-operative associations formed
under the law of the Commonwealth, a
state or a territory under the authority
of the Commonwealth; and

(¢) Such corporations or unincorporate
bodies, formed under the law of th»
Commonwealth, a state or a territory
under the authority of the Common-
wealth, as are specified by Proclama-
tion.”

‘The debate was an interesting one, and
appears to offer a little daylight in the direc-
tion I have indicated:

In the few minutes I have left 1 want to
offer a plea for a better understanding
between capital and labour. The cverlasting
preaching of the gospel of hate which is pro-
ceeding from the opposite side of the
Chamber should cease.

Mr. Coping: Who is preaching that?

Mr. G P. RARNES: The hon. member
knows that it is everlastingly coming [rom
his side. I feel sure T am right in saying
that at no time in our experience was there a
better- feeling existing between the employer
and employee than there is to-day, and why
we should indicate that a feeling of distrust
exists, I do not know. In America this
feeling is rapidly going out of existence. You
know nothing of that state of affairs there.
I have information before me which proves
that a very fine feeling is growing up there
between employers and employees. and will
grow up here if we take it in hand. This
has been brought about by the employees
becoming owners of their own institutions.
They are becoming capitalists. There is mno
unmarried man to-day earning £4 5s. a week
who cannot save one-third of that amount.
Nothing hinders him from deoing it. Pro-
fessor Carver, of Harvard University, in this
vonnection says—

“Ownership of the factories and the
plants by the workers themselves is com-
ing more rapidly in this country than
it can possibly come in any other country,
and it is coming without any reformer
knowing that it i1s coming, e has not
had anything to do with it. It is coming
because the ordinary economic forces
are putting into the hands of the workers
the money with which to buy the plant
in which they are working.

“Very few reformers, says Professop
Carver, especially of the professional
sort, know that this revolution is going
on. Revolutions sometimes come in that
way. The world quietly turns over while
the professional reformers ave barking
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at the moon. The real things are accom-
plished, not by people who think they
are accomplishing great things; they are
accomplished by people who do the day’s
work and do it well, who function effi-
ciently in society and don’t know always
that they are revolutionising the world.
And this is that kind of revolution. As
a result, Professor Carver is able to
claim for the United States that the
gencral economic policies of that country
come more nearly to conforming to a
sound economic programme than do those
of any other Government on the face of
the earth. That is why we are achieving
so much more in the way of prosperity
for all classes than any other country is
achieving . . .

“The unique and striking feature in
the relation hetween Capital and Labour
in the United States is that Labour has
discovered that it can itself become
Capital ! To invest, that is, in the great
corporations which, by wise organisation
of both Labour and Capital, can enrich
the nation. In the process, of course,
that enriches those who hold shares, and
all the great manufacturing organisations
have put their capital into a form by
which every ‘hand they employ—anyone,
indeed, who wishes to invest part of his
earnings in a way which will bring in
good interest—may become a member or
these organisations; and by his member-
ship, of course, has a share in directing
the policy of the organisation of which
he is a member’ . . . .

“Bays Mr. Page: ‘The great cor-
porations are infinitely greater now than
they were then, but the public does not
think of them as a menace, for the public
owns more and more of them. Industry
in the United States is becoming more
and more to be owned directly by the
public.’

“All this is illustrated, and proved, by
a comparative table showing, first, the
comparative number of owners in more
than one hundred of the greatest manu-
facturing organisations in the years
1880-1904; and the mnumber of share-
owners in the same organisations in 1922-
1924. In the United States Steel, for
example, the number of shareholders has
increased nearly fourfold; in  the
Standard oil group it has increased from
6,078 to 300,000. In the great railway
companies, they have increased in some
cases sixty-fold. Insurance companies
twenty years ago were wholly in the
hands of tiny groups; to-day, they ave
in the hands of 45,000,000 shareholders.
Mr. Page concludes by saying therc has
been no time in the history of the United
States when the distribution of wealth
has been as wide as it is now, nor when
the average standard of living was as
high. This is the main result of the silent
and beneficent cconomic revolution since
the war.”

I am sure the duty of individuals who have
to do with the leading of the people should
be in the direction of trying to bring about
a better understanding between capital and
labour so that there may be a general co-
operation, especially in a State like this, not

~only between ecapital and labour in the

ordinary business undertakings of life. but
that there should be a spirited general co-
operation infused into all workers in the

ur. 6. °P. Barnes.]
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State in order that the highest good may be
attained for the State and in the interests
of the State.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): One cannot
listen to the remarks of the hon. member
for Warwick without being impressed with
the fact that his sentiments desire the bring-
ing together of the two great sections of the
community. Before touching upon other
matters with which I intend to deal, let me
call to mind what is happening at present
in this State of ours. Imagine any one teach-
ing the doctrine, “ Liet the lamb lie down
with the lion.”” There are people who preach
that type of doctrine who expect the worker
to go to the front, fight for the Empire, and
after doing that duty and returning, we find
those very people having those soldiers
locked up. This doetrine of expecting the
lamb to lie down with the lion 1s not prac-
ticable. I am not one who wants to widen
the existing gulf. T want to see the working
conditions such as will allow the Empire to
be worthy of being defended. The difficulty
is that, if we are merely using the working
class people as targets for the bullets of the
enemy during times of stress and then cast-
ing them into prison and leaving them there,
this Empire of ours is not worthy of defence.

[3.30 p.m.]

To me this Empire stands for something
bigger.  The people who believe in that
sort of thing and who preach the doctrine
of the lamb and the lion lying down together
~are not preaching sentiments that go
to the building up of a big empire,

_ Let me deal with one or two matters that
nmterest me concerning the struggle between
capital and labour. I listened very seriously
to the remarks of the hon. member for
Burnett and the hon. member for Burrum.
These two hon. members appeared to be
very solicitous of the railwaymen, and
contended that they were seriously interested
In the railway men getting an increased
award. I spcak as one who understands
the railwayinen, having for half a life-
time worked in the railways. The con-
dittons the railwaymen enjoy are eminently
better than the conditions enjoyed by the
seamen who are on strike. Therefore,
if there was any justification for the recent
strike of the railswaymen, there must be a
Justification for the seamen’s strike, and 1
say that anyone who backed the railwaymen
must in decency back the seamen. Let us
look at the conditions of the seamen. 1
have here a few extracts from specches made
i connection with this strike by men wha
were asked to express an opinion about their
conditions. One man said—

“ Why didn’t we strike in England,

and tie up the ships at our ¢ home port ?’
“Well, ' tell you. In England, a
shipowner only has to call for, say.
200,000 men, and he is rushed from all
auarters. They are not scabs—they are
only starving men who cannot help
themselves.”
That in the country which was fighting for
democracy ! Starving men and women in
order to get dividends! These are the
pecple who fought for them during the war
peviod. Their troubles about the men who
fought the war so long as they can use them
fn get their pound of Hfesh in dividends!
Then they preach the doctrine of the lamb
and the lion lying down together. So long
as the lamb is inside the lion they can lie
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down together. The Labour party has a
whole-hearted desire to make the condi-
tions such that we can build up a happy
and contented nation, so that we may be
proud of the Empire of which we in Aus-
tralia form a part. Another man said—

“ They told us in 1914 we were fighting
to make England a place fit for heroes to
live in. Well, a man has to be a hero
to live there now.”

A lot of these heroes are living in gaols
in Australia, and they have not received
much sympathy from the people who wanted
them to go to the war in 1914 and 1915,

I want to say a few words that may come
to the ears of the railwaymen outside. View-
ing the strike as I saw it—everybody knows
that I saw a good deal of it—I can quite
understand now that the battle is won why
the Opposition are making a whole-hearted
attempt to swing in on the next wave on
the backs of the railwaymen. They say,
“We were your friends during the strike.
We were backing you because we believed
you were entitled to an increased award.”
If they were genuine, there would not be
anything seriously wrong with it; but I am
one of the railwaymen who worked under
their predecessors—under previous Govern
ments—who retrenched men who were getting
£110 a. year on which o keep their families
I can remember distinctly when they gave
these men £110 a year and took away £10
as a special rvetrenchment; yet they are the
same people who come along now and say,
“We believed in the strike because it was
a strike for fair conditions.”

The reason why these men are backing the
railwaymen and are not backing the seamen
is obvious. Of the two conditions one would
think they would fight for the seamen in
preference to the railwaymen. They arve
backing the railwaymen aud not the scamen
because the seamen have no vote in this
country and the other men have. After all,
this is only in keeping with their commer-
cialism. They have transferred their com-
mercialism to polities, and they can sec
nothing but votes, therefore they are appeal-
ing to the railwaymen in the hope of getting
votes at the next clection. Thev will get
votes all right as they have always done—
they will get them in the neck. During this
strike a set of circumstances was engineered
by our friends opposite which would have
tutned out in all probability a worse shambles
than occurred in 1912. Right in this river
boats were tied up. The “ Marguerite’” was
one of those hoats. At the time she was
tied up the Brucc-Page Government were
trying to create a isturbance on the ground
that some of the men in Rockhampton had
held up the mails. In my opinion, if the
Rockhampton men had persisted in holding
up the mails these people would have sent
Gatling guns up the coast without any com-
punction. These people were hurt because
the sane Labour Government were just to
these men, and carried out the Labour plat-
form. 1 say that the method adopted in con-
nection with the settlement of the railway
strike was a method in keeping with the
platform of this party. I stated in my elec-
torate that I stood for the platform of this
party, which includes conciliation and arbi-
tration. Assuming that hon, members oppo-
site had been in power, what would have
happened? Does anyone think that these
people with the iron hecel would have nego-
tiated with the railway men? They would
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have wied to play the part of the big
strong man. I can imagine the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley negotiating.

Mr. Sizer: There would not have been a
strike.

Mr. WEIR: I could not imagine the hon.
member in a strike. There would have been
a definite attempt to bludgeon the railway
men back to work. As some hon. members
on this side have said, the strike would not
have wound up in anything else but
revolution,

Mr. S1zer: You are advocating revolution.

Mr. WEIR: The hon. member cannot see
any further than that—I am sorry for him—
he does not count in this argument. Any-
one who knows me can understand from what
I am saying whether I am advocating revo-
lution or not.

Mr. Sizer: You are trying to face both
ways.

Mr. WEIR: The hon. member would not
make a bad job at facing both ways; I do
not know that there is any difference between
back and front so far as he is concerned. We
have had the hon. member for Burrum tell-
ing us that the railway men had a good case.
Hon. members opposite have some influence
with the Federal Government. They believe
that the seamen’s strike is holding up the
primary industry of this country. They now
believe that, owing to the shipping strike, the
farming community of this State is being
more or less ruined. Assuming that their
statement is correct, what is wrong in making
efforts to induce their friends in Federal
politics to move the Federal ships and save
the primary producers? They arc blaming
the British seamen. Let them use the Aus-
tralian ships under Australian conditions
with Australian seamen to ship the produce
away. Why will they not do that? It is for
the obvious reason that they are just like the
Federal Government. They are part and
parcel of the big move which is out to crush
all Awustralian workers, and this is merely
one phase of the industrial movement. They
think they have the scamen at their merey
on this occasion, and, just as they are treat-
ing the seamen, holding up the mailed fist
1o bludgeon them, so thev would have done
1o the railway strikers 1f the matter had
Been in their hands. The two cases show
definitely and conclusively that one was
handled by a wise Government, and the
other has b handled by a Government that
has not got Australian sympathies. We were
told that the overseas trouble was due to
Walsh and Johnson. There are Labour men
in this House and in other Houses of Par-
liament who have been in precisely the same
position as Walsh and Johnson, and have
been treated in the same way. There were
members of this House who were not safe in
their own electorates during the conseription
campaign. That was because their minds
wore Australian minds, as subsequent events
clearly showed. We were the anti-
conscription party. and everyone knows, and
history has proved, that our voice was the
voice of the people.

Our sentiments were endorsed by the people
of the Commonwealth, and just as they were
endorsed by the people on that conscription
issue so will they be endorsed by the Aus-
tralian people on this issue. Imagine the
strong Bruce Government appealing to the
people for a mandate to deport a couple of
men ! We cannot deport men wholesale, and
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thesc two men are to be deported because
they are supposed to be extremists. I have
a shrewd suspicion that the hon. member for
Warwick was kicked out of his movemens
because he was an extremist. Anyhow, why
was the *“ Rump ” kicked out? And what aro
the Bruce Government? Are ihey not ex
tremists? They accuse us of being extremists,
but they are much more extreme than we are.
In connection with the Iederal election we
know that they arc trying to make an issue
of the contention that they are not going to
be dictated to by men like Walsh, and thar
he should be deported. If Walsh wers
deported to-morrow, how would it help them?
There would be 150 Walshes in five minutes
all ready to take his place, and everybody
knows that, if Walsh had not done what he
has done, there are men in the union move-
ment who would see that he did. The same
thing applies to Johnson. I want to ask,
how is the deportation of Walsh or Johnson
going to help for one moment? Would it help
to deport them to Great Britain, where the
seamen arve also striking? Would it help to
deport them to South Africa, where the sca-
men are also striking? We f{ind that in
Australia, South Africa, Canada, and Britala
the scamen are all on strike, and we in Aus-
tralia arc not singular because scamen here
are sticking out for £1 a month. Yet hear
this enlightened Government appealing to
their masters and saying, *° Give us a mandate
to deport these moen. Look at these fellows
who are holding up the business of the
country.” Ilow absurd it is! I1f Walsh or
Johnson or anybody else is breaking the law,
the Bruce Government have the machinery
and the laws to decal with them. Why did
they not deal with them ? It is not that they
did not want to do so. There are other
reasons. The truth is that they have made
this a bogus issuc at the clections, because
thev fear the result, hoping that they wiil
stampede the country into voting for them
because they say they want to deport two
union officials—two mere puppets in the
game—who they allege are holding up the
country. 1 do not know either of these men,
hut mv esteemed friend the hon. member for
Ipswich knows onc of them—Mr. Johnson—
and T am content to take my friend’s word.
e says he is a decent man, and, naturally.
w friend of his is a friend of mine. I do not
know Johnson, but the hon. member for
Ipswich assures me that in his business as a
unionist and at conferences this man is a
staid and honest debater. He is leading in
the strike merely because of his position,
and it is ridiculous to try to brand him as a
disloval man who is trying to_foment dis-
content amongst the seamen. Down in the
:onth of Australia we have some of the finest
unionists in this wide world, made up of
the descendants—many of them——of deportees
themselves. I went through the museum in
Hobart. Tasmania, the other day, and what
T saw there was an eye-opener to me. I read
the charge sheets on the walls, and T saw
the photographs and relics of barbarism
which men with minds like those of hon.
members opposite used in the days when Tas-
mania was a convict settlement and which
T am sure thev would use to-morrow on mem-
hers on this side if they had the opportunits
I saw those relics of barbarism. and I saw
nhotographs showing how the convicts were
forced to church on Sunday mornings at the
point of the bavonet. That is their idea of
Christianitv. Did you ever hear of anything
like it? The same type of mind which did
that sort of thing is on the other side to-day.

My, Weir.]
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You only have to hear them talking about
deporting these two men and others like them
to realise it. These are the Christians who
would build up an empire!

Let me go back to that museum again.
Anyone can see it. I went through it very
carefully, and I read the charge sheets
posted on the walls. 1 saw cases of where
men were being deported for fourteen years.
What for? For robbing a few cabbages out
of a bed in the old country. Probably
some kiddies wanted something to eat, and
the nearest thing they could get was a
cabbage, and the parent was sent out for
fourteen years for robbing cabbages. That
15 the sort of stuff that is coming back
amongst the people of Australia, and they
expect us to stand for that sort of thing.
I do not mind what a man’s views are.
can tolerate a man with views opposite to
my own. As the hon. member for South
Brisbane stated, we cannot get anywhere
unless we are tolerant in all matters. Any-
one knows that I can be as strongly opposed
to a man on certain views as any person
can be. I have deep-rooted opinions on
certain things affecting my class. Hveryone
knows that; but do you think for a moment
that, because others dared to differ from me
and I could not have my own sulky, miserable
way, I would hunt them out of the country?
That would be unworthy of me as an
Australian citizen. I am an imported
Australian, too. I am one of those unfor-
tunates who in the ordinary course of affairs
might be deported. Fancy me a subject
for deportation! By accident I was brought
to _thiz country when I was twelve months
old. I had better not say that too loudly,
or I might be deported in a few months’
time. T was landed in this country when
twelve months old; yet under this stupid
deportation measure, if I attempt to defend
my class, they would hunt me out of the
country, and I am a better Australian than
many of the people on the  other side.
Thousands of people by accident of birth were
born here; by accident of birth I was born
somewhere else: but as I have been reared
here I have developed the Australian mind
and my sympathies are with this country,
and T do not want any other. I like this
country. That is the difference between a
person lable for deportation from Australia
and the Ausiralian hatched on the premises.
I am claiming to be an Australian.

Let me now have ome word about the
railway men when they were on strike. No
0ae can gainsay the fact that during the
history of the strike the people of the State
witnessed the wenderfully good conduct and
citizenship shown by the railway men. So
long as we can develop that side of character
we are going to get somewhere.

I desire to criticise a resolution passed
by the Kingsthorpe L.P.A. as contained in
the “ Producer 7 of 16th September. The
Kingsthorpe members passed a certain resolu-
tion, and called on someone else to get thew:
out of their trouble. I say to those men
that thev are enforced unionists subsidised
by this Government. They could never have
become so orvganised if it had not been for
the charitable Labour Government, because
they do not understand labour organisation.
They belong to a body that have been
spoonfed because we thought it our duty
to spoonfeed them, and I make no excuse
for that. I tell them now that there is still
a way open for them as Australian workers

[Myr. Weir,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

if they will accept it. If they will come
right out of thefr shell as manly men ought
to do, they will recognise that they are
workers in this country like the indus-
trialists, and in any future upheaval—there
will be others—it is quite within the bounds
of possibility that they will combine with
their brother unionists in the city to see
that none of their produce goes to waste, I
saw enough during the strike to convince
me that in any industrial trouble there is
no desire to rob the man in the country of
his bread and butter. His products are his
bread and butter, and I can see means by
which it will be reasonably possible to elimin-
ate misunderstandings which ultimately have
the effect of holding up perishable goods.
There is a possibility of a linking-up between
local producers’ associations and the indus-
trial workers in the city. I commend that
to those men and others who are locking
for a way out. I commend them to that line
of action rather than to the influence of the
carping criticism of the Opposition, who never
had any time for the local producers’ asso-
ciations, and who in the ordinary course of
events are not friends with those who are
backing the local producers’ associations.

There is one thing that the men in the
railway did do. By forecing their strike and
winning the day they had the happy satis-
faction of knowing that immediately they
had won they had established a new basic
wage for the whole of the State. The basic
wage immediately was increased from £4
to £4 5s, a week, and that in itself is worth
while from the railway men’s point of view.
They have not been selfish, but their work
has been for the bencfit of others.

There are rumours in the air of the con-
stitution of a Board of Trade in this State.
I believe there are big possibilities here
for a Board of Trade. I have been going
through the report of the committee which was
appointed to set a value on the goodwill and
assets of the Brisbane Tramways Company.
The Board of Trade could funetion along
definite lines, collecting data which will be
eminently valuable not only to this State
hut to the world from the point of view of
three essentials—cost of living, wages, and
prefit of industry. To-day everybody who
studies the figures of the statisticians in
the Tederal sphere knows that there is no
definite basis of calculating the output of
labour throughout the whole of the Com-
monwealth. We have a restricted set of
figures which deal onlv with some indus-
{ries and not with others. I am hoping
that the Board of Trade will function suffi-
cently elastically to be able to set down
definitely the value of every established
industry in this Commonwealth.

GovERNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. WEIR: I hope that the Board of
Trade will deal with these matters, which
the Arbitration Court all along has failed to
do. The Arbitration Court had the right—
I have quoted the section before now—to
take the industrial and commercial records
of all industries they were interested in.
and dealing with the output, the cost and
value of the output. and the value of the
stock. In the case of the Brishane Tramways
Company it was proved that 30 per cent.
of its stock was watered. .1 venture the
opinion that in some industries in this State
up to 50 per cent. of the stock is watered.
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The Board of Trade could also verify the
figures which have to be considered in the
fixation of the basic wage, namely, house
rents, and the cost of commodities one
ordinarily uses in the course of the year
in the maintenance of a man, wife, and
family. After amalgamating these costs and
deciding upon the reasonable profits to be
charged to the industry, we could then find
out whether the workers are getting a fair
return for whdi they are doing in developing
industry. I believe that the Board of Trade,
when appointed, will do good work, and
1 commend these suggestions to it. I hope
that it will be constituted in the near future.

We find some of our opponents continually
harping on the fact that certain State owned
and managed industries have failed, I will
take one 1instance—that of the Bowen coal
field—and deal with it. This industry could
be made to show a far better result financially
than it is doing to-day. The Bowen coal
field to-day suppiies coal to the railways in

North Queensland at about 18s. a ton. The
Railway Department is getting excellent
<oal from the Bowen coal field. When I

was working in the Townsville district it
cost £2 2s. 6d. a ton to land coal in Towns-
ville for the department. 1 know that
in many respects costs have increased since
I left the North, and it is only reasonable
to assuine that the cost of coal 1n the North
is proportionately higher, yet the State has
been supplying coal from its coal mine at
Bowen at 18s. a ton. Notwithstanding this
fact the Government are able to show a
profit on this mine last year of £8,000.
Taking it as a commercial proposition, if
coal imported from Newcastle or Bundanba
is worth £2 2s. 6d. per ton landed at Towns-
ville, the State coal mine at Bowen has a
right to have some of the difference in those
costs credited to it. If we did that, instead
of showing a profit of £8,000 last year the
profit would have been considerably higher.
To my mind we are stupid in our method of
account-keeping in protecting these indus-
tries. I have proved that a fair margin
of profit on the coal supplied to the Northern
railway has not been credited to the Bowen
coal field. As a set-off against that I shall
take you to the railways for a moment.
Whenever there is a shortage in industry, a
drought, or any trouble concerning the metal
market or the dozen and one things of that
kind bearing upon industry, numerous depu-
tations are here to see the Premier, nearly
knocking one down in the rush, squealing
about a reduction in freights. The hon.
member for Murilla is always wrangling in
this Chamber about the Government subsidis-
ing Mount Morgan, about the Government
giving away too much; yet immediately the
cattle industry has a reverse we find the
hon. member rushing down here saying that
the country is going to ruin, and asking for
rebates. I am not in the slightest degree
against rebates; but, if the full amount
rebated were credited to the railways, it
could be debited in the usual way to the
General Consolidated Revenue account. In
that way one industry would not have to
carry the 100 per cent. deduction. It does
not seem fair to me that because of an act
of God such as a drought, or because there
is a fall in the metal market which creates
-a shortage in price, we should expect an
industry like our railways to carry all those
eoods along its rails at a lower price than it
«osts to carry them. We should adjust the
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matter in such a way that the industry con-
cerned will receive 100 per cent. of value
for the labour put in.

The same thing applies when we have an
oxtension of our tramways or of our railways.
Immediately a step is made in that direction
there is a rush of land-sharks to get in to
secure land and sell to the people at highly-
inflated rates. The people, like the kangaroo,
are forced to the outskirts. As soon as an
extension of a tramw#y occurs, these cormor-
ants—and they are really cormorants—rush in.
buy ground, and re-sell it to the working
people at enormously enhanced values. The
State that guarantees the line and supplies
the money sits idly by and allows these people
to become rich. Immediately the Govern-
ment propose an extension they should dig up
cnough courage to commandeer all the land in
the vicinity and re-lease that land to the
people who have to earn their livings. I
understand something of the kind was dene
in connection with the Transcontinental rail-
way line. No one was allowed to own land
privately within some miles of the railway
line. That should be done in this State in
order to safeguard the revenue and to bring
about proper development. It is altogethey
wrong that the country should find the whole.
of the expenditure and that the private
speculator should wax fat by reason of the
fact that he gefs in early.

I can sce there is need for a Reserve
Account. When dealing with the matter of
rebates a Reserve Account should be kept
so that every rebate should pass through some
process of account-keeping to ensure that,
when the day of plenty comes, industry which
received a rebate will pay back the con-
cession through the imposition of higher rates
or something of the kind, to allow the country
to carry on and to make up the balance lost
during the lean time. Of course, such a thingy
should not be done too hurriedly, but I com-
mend the idea to the Chamber as a suitable
method of adjusting the matter.

Time is getting on, and I have no desire
unduly to harass hon. members; but, in
conclusion, I draw attention to the fact that
quite a lot was made of the fact that we
had members of the Empire Press Delegation
with us the other day. That was merely an
invasion of overscas commercial travellers,
I cannot see them from any other angle. They
came into this country and put over a lot
of ““ bull stuff ”; thev were given free railway
passes; and they will go home and write
up a lot of trash. They came here merely
for the purpose of selling their goods. They
want us to be the *“ wood and water joeys ”’ for
the other side of the world. I hope our people
will come up to scratch and make them
realise that we are not going to be the hewers
of wood and drawers of water for those
people; but that we have enough men, brains,
and money to run our own secondary indus-
tries and country.

[4 p.om.]

Item (Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the

Governor) agreed to.

SUPPLY.

FrrST AND SECOND ALLOTITED DAYS.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N.
Facham): I beg to move—

“That £3,321, balance of vote, be
granted for ¢ His Excellency the
Governor.” ”’

Gillies,

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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There is an increase in this vote of £121,
which is made up by the following increases
in salaries:—Oficial secretary, increase £40;
mounted orderly, increase £30; typist, in-
crease £35; increases as a result of the repeal
of the Salaries Act, £15.

Mr, COLLINS (Bowen): We are all aware
that the present occupant of the office is
leaving this State in the month of October,
and I would like to MWhow what steps have
been taken in regard fo the carrying out of
the platform of the Labour party in regard
to State Governors, which, for the informa-
tion of hon. members opposite and so that
theile may be no misunderstanding, I shall
read—

“ Abolition of the system of Imperially
appointed Governors and substitution
therefor of local Governors, who shall be
appointed on the nomination of the State
Government. The Governor in exercising
his functions to act only upon the advice
of responsible Queensland Ministers while
they retain the confidence of Parlia-
ment.”’

I understand a memorial in regard to this
matter is being sent to the old country by
the five State Labour Governments in the
Commonwealth, and I would like to know
the position. I am commencing to ask my-
self what useful function State (Governovs
perform, or if they ave'of any use at all.
I heard His Excellency Sir Matthew Nathan
say that the real duties of the Governors
were not arduous. Of course, there are social
functions that Governors have to carry out
from time to time, and I want to say a word
or two in regard to these social functions.
It 1s quite true that I, as the representative
of the Bowen electorate, have been invited
to Government House on three different
occasions to dine with His Excellency the
Governor. It is quite true, too, that other
Governors did not invite the whole of the
members of Parliament as Sir Matthew
Nathan has done during his term of office.
But it is also quite true that we are living
in a different age altogether compared to
the time when other Governors occupied the
position. A few years ago those who believed
in the Labour party were hardly considered
to be within the pale of respectabilits, but
I am very pleased to say that we have now
reacherd that stage when even His Excellency
the Governor thought it wise to invite mem-
bers of the Labour party to dine with him.
I have no objection to that because, while I
do not agree that the position is warranted,
I have nothing against the persons who have
occupied that position. It is a question of
principle with me. In my conversations with
Sir Matthew Nathan I have found him a
man who was widely read—not in literature
such as our friends opposite read, but litera-
ture that members on this side read. I had
no fault to find with that. I am one of
those who believe that even if we do have
local Governors 1 is not going to make much
difference so far as the great Labour move-
ment is concerned, because, if we appointed
a local Labour Governor, he might go
on the same lines as Sir Matthew Nathan
did outside the representatives of the people
—he might invite what is known as society.
Those are the social functions that Governors
have to fulfil. What we call society consists
of well-to-do persons, captains of industry,
the exploiters who as a rule live upon
exploitation. Although Sir Matthew Nathan
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may have invited representatives of the
people to Government House, I never remem-
ber rcading where he invited the secretaries
of the different trade unions or the members
of the Australian Labour Party who make
up the Labour movement in Qucensland. I
suppose they are not considered to have
rcached the same stage of respectability
as hon. members in this House have
reached. If we appoint a good Labour
man to the position, will he have the courage
to invite members of his own class to wander
to and fro through the beautiful gardens at
Fernberg? After all, as Sir Matthew Nathan
said, the duties of the office are not of an
arduous naturc. That means that, if a local
Labour Governor were appointed, he could
show the working class through those gardens
which by their contributions they help to
support. I am one of those who believe
with FEmerson that every person is a con-
sumer, therefore he ought to be a producer.
I am very anxious to know how much the
Jdifferent Governors we have had in Queens-
land have added to the wealth production of
the State. They may have added a little to
the intellectual development here by their
addresses from time to {ime.

Mr. MaxwelL: Sir Matthew Nathan was
a good man, anyway.

Mr. COLLINS: I have just made a refer-
ence to one of America’s great thinkers, who
said that every man is a consumer, therefore
he ought to be a producer. I agree with
that. At any rate, this change 1s taking
place all over the world. Durmg the war
we saw the disappearance of kings from
their thrones. The change is going on to-day
throughout civilised society, and mankind 1s
asking itself many questions. One question
we in this Commonwealth are asking 1s
whether we could not carry on the good
government of this great country with its
six States without having Governors brought
here from abroad. The hon. member for
Marvhorough and the hon. member for South
Brisbane referred to the development of the
Australian  spirit.  Surely no ocne would
argue that, if we are fit to govern ourselves,
and are going to have Governors—I much
prefer the plark of the Labour platform some
vears ago, which stood for the abolition of
State Governors—with our 6,000,000 people,
who are the greatest readers on this planet,
we can fulfil the functions attached to
the position of Governor oursclves.

At 410 pom.,

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipsw-ich), one of f;he panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

‘Mr. COLLINS: I am one of those who
think we can. It would be just as well if
we appointed a local man to fill the place
filled by Sir William MacGregor and others.
Sir William never invited me to Government
House, but I have no complaints on_that
score because at that time I was sitting
in opposition, and I was considered hardly
respectable, like my friend the hon. member
for South Brisbane and the hon. member
for Maryborough. At any rate, 1 am
anxious to know what the position is, The
Governor and his hangers-on cost us £6,621
a_year, and it would be money well saved.
The establishment is not needed. I am not
asking that a local Governor should * scab’
on the imported Governor, because, if the
position is worth £3,000 for an imported
man, and a local man is appointed and he
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is going to carry out the society functions
which T have described and invite our own
people there—the producers instead of the
exploiters of the producers—he should be
worth as much as the imported man. If a
local Governor did what I have suggested,
he would have to be a man of considerable
courage—I was almost recommending myself
for the position. (Laughter.) The reason
I say that is that I know my class so well,
and I know that they dearly love a lord.
I saw them buzzing round Lord Burnham
when he was here. (Laughter.) I know
full well that it will require an enormous
amount of courage to get away from the
conventionalism which is the growth of
centuries and say, “ While I am Governor
of Queensland, I am going to invite to
Government House representatives of the
working classes; they are going to enjoy
these beautiful lawns, the beautiful shrub-
bery, and these flowers, to which, of course,
ther have contributed.” I rose for the
express purpose of getting from the Pre-
mier some statement of the position and
something about what is being done by the
Government to put into operation the plank
of our platform which T have just read out.

The PREMIER (Hon, W. N. Gillies,
Kacham): In reply to the inquiry of the

hon, member for Bowen, I might say that,
when in the Southern States, I discussed
this matter with Labour Premiers whom I
had the opportunity of meeting, and the
result of the discussion was that the Pre-
mier of the mother State in consultation
with myself prepared a memorial, which T
signed when I was in Sydney on the -last
occasion. That signature was followed by
the signatures of the Labour Premiers of
other States, and was forwarded by post to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, but
at my request the text of the memorial was
forwarded by cable, the reason for that
being that a new Governor was about to be
appointed just at that time for Vietoria and
our Governor was just about to leave Queens-
land, and T thought, from the statements
which the Secretary of State had made pre-
viously, that the opportunity had arrived
when those who agreed with the idea of
nominating local Governors should put their
views before the Imperial Government. The
late Premier, Kr, Theodore, had the assur-
ance of Lord Milner, the then Secretary of
State, that, if a majority of the States——
Mr. Kerr: The whole of the States.

The PREMIER: If a majority of the
States made a request, the matfer would
be considered. There appears to be some
doubt in the minds of some people as to
whether a majority of the States would be
sufficient or whether the States had to be

unammous. Mr, Theodore has no doubt in
his mind. I discussed the matter several
times with him. Y.ord Milner informed

him that, if the majority of the States were
agreeable, the request would be considered,
Tive out of the six Premiers have signed
the memorial asking the Imperial Govern-
ment to accept the nomination of the State
concerned when new appeintments are being
made. It is true that the Queensiand Labour
party’s platform provides for the appoint-
ment of local Governors. Three at least of the
platforms of the other State Labour parties
provide for the abolition of the position of
State Governor altogether. We as a
Labour party cannot obtain all we desire
right away, and we believe that step by step
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is a good policy. I suggested that, now we
have had ~twenty-five years of federation
with a Covernor-General drawing a big
salary as the King’s representative in this
Commonwealth, the Imperial Government
should consider nominations submitted by
the State Governments for local men, I am
not going into all the arguments, but I have
sufficient faith in my own countrymen to
believe that we could nominate men in
Queensland and Australia who would be
quite capable of carrying out the duties of
Governor. 1 desire to combat the argument
that is used from time to time, and was used
in England quite recently, that locally
nominated men would possibly be men whoe
had a political bias, or would be selected by
the party in power as supporters of that
party. If anyone likes to read the history
of the Governors who from time to time
have come to the States and the Com-
monwealth, they will find that the majority
have been politicians. They have been
none the worse for that. There is only
one instance where the Governor has been a
Labour politician. That is an indication of
the spirit of the age, showing that the
Imperial Government, after having a Labour
Parliament at Westminster, were prepared
to appoint an ex-Labour politician, in Sir
James O’Grady as Governor of Tasmania. I
believe that a politicial training is a very
fine thing, and although the most strenuous
vears of my life time have been spent in
this Chamber, I would not have missed the
opportunity for the world. I do not think
Mr. Justice Webb will object to my saying
that, when he accepted the position of Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, he expressed
regret that he had not had political experience
before taking that position. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that there are few positions
men can occupy in the public life of this
country in which their occupancy could not be
improved by serving a term in this Chamber.
it broadens a man’s outlook, and you realise
that every question has two sides to it. It
is not like the knights in allegory fighting

for a gold shicld or a  silver shield,
for it has two sides, one of which
is  gold and the other silver. There

are two sides to all questions, and that is
quite apparent to any man who has had a
political career. I say that the Governors
who came to this country with a political
training in the House of Commons were
improved by that political training. But the
very fact that they had served as members
of the House of Commons supporting one
party largely discounts the statements made
recently in England that locally nominated
men would have a political bias.

“An Orpostrron. Memser : There would be a
different atmosphere and a different onviron-
ment.

The PREMIER: I do not know that the
atmosphere will be improved. 1 believe in
the Australian atmosphere. 1 believe that,
if a man with a knowledge of Australia and
a man who has served a certain time in this
Chamber were to become Governor, he wou'-d
he broad-minded enough to carry out his
duties just as impartially as any other
Governors have done. We have been sing:i-
larlv fortunate in the Governors who have
come from the Old Country, and no man has
ever graced the office of Governor in any part
of Australia with such dignity and success
as the man who is about to vacate the position
in Qucensland. {Hear, hear!) I say that

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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with all seriousness, and with an intimate
knowledge of the man. I do not suppose that
Sir Matthew Nathan calls himself a Labour
man. but he was a man with broad liberal
ideas who had a splendid training before he
came to Queensland. He served Queensland
well as Governor, but I repeat there are men
in Queensland and Australia who can fll the
position with considerable saving to the tax-
paver. It has been said, and I believe it to
he true, that <£100,000 per annum could be
saved to the people of Australia by ths
cutting-out of a lot of the flummery and
entertainment that is now connected with the
office. If Sir Matthew Nathan did invite
Labour members to visit Government House,
what percentage of the total number of tax-
pavers in Queensland had access to Govern-
ment House? Not one-fiftieth of 1 per cent.
of the taxpayers of Queensland who were
called upon to find the £7,000 or £8,000 which
it costs to run Government House., That
being so, quite a lot of money that is spent
on entertainments could be cut out, and more-
or-less purely formal duties transacted by the
holder of the office could be carried out by
an Australian. I can assure the hon. member
for Bowen that I will give effect to his
suggestion as early as possible, and recom-
mend, as laid down in the Labour platform,
the appointment of a local man to the office of
Governor. If the Imperial Government are
not prepared to accept our suggestion, that
is not our affair. I might say that Mr. Lang,
the Premier of New South Wales, and myself
put the case for the appointment of local
Governors before the Imperial authorities in
a very forcible way. I had something to do
with the drawing up of the memorial. Mr.
L.ang and myself put forward arguments
which appealed to us as democrats and Aus-
tralizns, and which conveyed an assurance
that we had no desire to weaken the link
between Australia and the Imperial Govern-
ment. We said that we believed such appoint-
ments would strengthen that link, because it
was a recognition of the importance of Aus-
tralia, that she was now a grown-up daughter
and should be treated as such.

Mr., FRY (Hurilpa): It appears to me that
the die has been cast, and that the Governor
of the future is to be a local man.

Mr. X1Nc: Not yet.

Mr. FRY : I have quite sufficient vision
to know that, when five out of the six States
make the request, the position would be rather
serious if the Imperial Government turned it
down. I have not heard any arguments so
far, excepting that of the hon. member for
Bowen, in favour of local Governors, and,
apart from stating that it is in the party
platform, his reasons amounted to nothing
more than that it would be nice for the local
man to walk through the nice gardens with
his comrades smelling the flowers.

Mr. Dasu: Did he not say something about
a lot of money being saved?

Mr. FRY: He did not. He said that he
did not expect a local man would ““scab
on his Imperial mate and do the job for
less. His argument was not that a local
appointment would mean a saving of money
to the people, but that a local man couid
perform the duties of the office just as well.
If the Government put their proposals for-
ward as the Australian sentiment, are they
prevared to take up the view of the Aus-
tralian Natives Association and appoint an
Australian native to the job? Why go half
way? Why not be logical and go the whole
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way? Assuming that the time arrives that
we are to have local men appointed as
Governors, how is that Governor to ue
appointed? Will he be appointed by a party
vote of the party in power whereby, say,
a vote of twenty-two to nineteen could make
the appointment? It might be that the
majority of twenty-two would actualiy repre-
sent the minority of the total members in this
Chamber. but the nineteen who did not waut
the party nominee would have to vote with
the twenty-two to make the majority.
Although selected in caucus by twenty-two
votes to nineteen, the twenty-two would only
be a minority of Parliament. That vote
would not be a true reflex of the opinion of
the Chamber.

The PREMIER :
lar vote?
Mr. WARREN :

The PREMIER :
tion.

Mr. FRY: This may cause a laugh now,
but it must be borne in mind that the hon.
gentleman speaks as the Premier, and not
as an ordinary individual. I ask the hon.
gentleman would it not be better, as an
alternative, that the Governor be elected
by a secret ballot of this House, where no
man would be bound by party discipline.
We hear a lot from the Labour party, or the
Communistic party. What is behind it all?
This is a job for somebody. Is there some-
body in the Labour ranks who is likely to
cause a cleavage? 1 am not going to ask
the Premier that question, but 1 suggest
that it may be a way of putting somebody
out of the way. From the speech of the
hon. member for South Brisbane this morn-
ing it seems quite possible that someone has
been selected for the job. When it comes
to the question of electing a local Governor
it is the duty of the Labour Government
to show in what way a local man will be
superior to an imported Governor. I might
say that my bias is on the side of the local
man, but I want some argument stronger
than that of going round the gardens at
Government House, seeing the flowers and
having a cup of tea. There must be a good
strong constitutional prineiple in its favour.
There is no argument advanced in favour
of the proposal on the score of saving ‘money.
There is no argument put forward on the
score of officiency, no argument put forward
to say that the local man should have certain
qualifications such as a world-wide knowledge
of economic questions or a world-wide know-
ledge of history. So far, educational attain-
ments have not been mentioned. No
qualification is mentioned except that it is
in the Labour platform that we must have
a local man appointed to the job. In an
intelligent Chamber speeches like that seem
to me as flat as ‘“ ginger-pop ”’ that has been
standing open for twelve months.

Mr, Wrme: How about chocolates?

Mr. FRY: This matter is a very much
more serious one than-is indicated by the
jocular interjections of humorous and one-
sided poljticians. If we are to have local
men. let the Premier consider the advisability
of having our Governors appointed by a
secret ballot of this Chamber, when no one
will be bound hand and foot by party dis-
cipline. We know of an instance of a vote
taken within the precincts of this Chamber
where a Government, by 22 votes to 18,
appointed a gentleman to a very prominent

What about taking a popu-

Do you believe in that?
I am asking you the ques-
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position; vet, if that appointment had been
by vote of this Chamber, it is probable—I
say probable because I do not know_the
actual details—that the votes would have
been 50 to 22 against the appointment. Yet
that appointment is said to represent the
will of this Parliament, because we have
to vote the salary of that official and by so
doing endorse the appointment. If we are
to make any appointments—which should be
above party considerations—that are to be
held in respect by the people, if those
appointments are not to be by popular ballot,
as was suggested by the Premier, let them be
by a zecret ballot of this Chamber.

Mr. KERR (Knoggera): The statement has
been made that an appointment to fill th»s
vacancy caused by the retirement of Sir
Matthew Nathan has alrcady been made, and
I ‘would like to know if the Premier has any
informationn on the subject. 1 would also
like to know whether it is correct that an
extension of time was sought for Sir Matthew
Nathan, who is leaving our shores in October.

[4.30 pm.}

There is no question but that an important
departure has been made. I do not take the
stand that once a custom is established it
should always be continued, but it seems
unreasonable that Parliament should not have
been consulted in some way before a memorial
was signed by the Premier on behalf of this
State. and, as the hon. gentleman himself
stated, has now been posted to the home
authorities asking for locally appointed
Governors. It is only right that Par-
liament should have some say, because
we on this side of the Chamber repre-
sent a large number of people in
Quecensland, and we are entitled to have
some say on such an important issue as the
abolition of imperially appointed Governors.
The question may arise as to the duties of the
Governor. I take the view that the Governor
is a link with the Empire, and it is important
that the outposts should have some connecting
link with the centre of the Empire. On the
question of efficiency, a locally appointed man
could easily carry out the job, but we must not
forget that sentiment plays a very big part
all through life. A nation without sentiment
is not going to thrive, and is not going to got
very far. The link binding us to the Empire
should bhe strengthened rather than broken,
oven though it may only be a sentimental
link. On these grounds I regret exceedingly
that, if the same cxpenditure is to be main-
tained. we are going to break a link
that is binding us to the old country. The
hon. member for Bowen said the position was
rot warranted. Of all the members of thix
FTouse the hon. member for Bowen is the one
who never stands up to what he belioves in.
Wheon it comnrs to a vote in this Chamber
and the hon. member has ¢n opportunity »f
doing anvthing, he sidetracks the issue snd
votes with his party. We not only have =«
Covernor. but the hon. member is willing to
vote £1,000 for a Lieutenant-Governor. Ie
voted for it last vear, and probably will voto
for it again this your.

My. Cornivs: I voted against it
proper warv.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member has not got
the * guts >’ to stand up in this Chamber and
do the right thing.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KERR: He has not got the heart to
do it. He talks to “ Hansard” and says,

1926—3 »
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« 7T will wipe out the (overnor” and them
cends a hundred or so copies of < Hansard”
out to his electors, but when he is asked to
vote, he will vote the exira £1,000 a year to
the Lieutenant-Governor. Where does the
hon. member stand 7 He talks about different
ages of the world. He is mnot alive to the
times, but is living in dreamland half the
time. If he would onlr study practical
politics a little more instead of the Marxian
theories which he puts forth in this Chamber,
he would get furiher. e speaks about
Imperialism and matters which divide the
more thinking members opposite from the
extreme section of the party, but when the
Tistimates come before us in connection with
the Governorship of Queensland—and an
imperially appointed Governor constitutes
a strong link between the old country and
Australia—the hon. member says the job is
not warranted. The hon. member ought to
say once and for all where he stands in these
matters; he cannot have 1t both ways.

hope the Premier will tell us whother an
appointment has been made, and whether
it was suggested that an extension of time
should be granted to 8ir Matthew Nathan.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N, Gillies,
Fackam): So far as 1 know, no appointment.

has been made, nor do I think that any
appeintment will be made till Sir Matthew
Nathan’s lehve comes to an end. The
Governor has been granted five months’ leave
by agrecement between the Imperial and the
Gueensland Governments. It is not usual
for a Governor to be appointed before the
leave of his predecessor expires. I can assure
the hon. member that, so far as I know, no
appointment has been made, nor has any
name becn suggested to the Queensland
Government. With regard to an extension
of Sir Matthew Nathan’s time, no official
request was made to extend his period of
office beyond the five years’ term.

* Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): One point seems
to have been missed with regard to this
matter: The position of Governor may be a
sinecure so far as any act of interference

with Queensland affairs is concerned for
perhaps years, but there_ may come &
time when parties in Parliament are

evenly balanced, and through some chance
vete one party is put out and another
party gets the reins of power. The ques-
tion will arise as to which party should
get a dissolution. That is the time when an
Imperial Governor. with no local ties or
leanings, is required. We are not likely to
get a Queenslander—no matter from which
side-he comes—who can divest himself of all
rarty feeling or be exempt from uncon-
scious bias at such a time as that. He is
pretty sure to be a man who has been
idontified with cone side or the other in
politics.  When there is a decided party
advantage to be gained or lost with regard
to dissolution of Parliament, and the parties
are pretty evenly balanced, it will bhe in the
interests of the Staie to have a deeision free
from bias or partiality of anv kind, and at
such a time a Covernor appointed from out-
side Queensland will be better able to give
an impartial decision than a local man,
cspiecially men of the {ype who have beeu
sent out to Austrelia generallr as Governors
from the old country. I might mention
that our State Governors have not all been
selected from one side in polities. In Tas-
mania they have a member of the British
Labour party as Governor. That shows that

Mr. Swayne.]
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in these matters the British Government are
not tied to any particular party.

A question of a minor character—because on
such a big matter as this is in principle the
saving of £1,000 or so is only a small matter
—is that of expenses. Has our experienco
of hon. members on the other side, when
they had the opportunity of spending money,
given the people any reason to think that
any saving would be effected by falling in
with their suggestion? I say “No.” 1 am
confident that even if a local man were
appointed—a nominee of the present Govern-
ment, as he would be—the people of Queens-
land would not save a penny.

As for the reason which has been advanced
by the hon. member for Bowen about the
people of Queensland having the opportunity
to take tea with an imported Governor,
remembering that we have 800,000 people in
Queensland and assuming that his duties
included the entertainment of every one of
them, I am inclined to think that he would
have a pretty big job, and I am afraid he
would not be able to do it even for the
money which the imported man spends.

Mr. Corrins: That is not what the hon.

member for Bowen said.
* My, SWAYNE: At any rate, that is not
the question. The real point is that, when
the balance between the two parties is very
even indeed and it is quite a njce question,
calling for the exercise of an unbiased
judgment and a sound knowledge of con-
stitutional law, as to which party should
have a dissclution, In nine cases out of ten
the decision given would be looked on with
suspicion either by one side or the other; in
auy case before a change a referendum
should be *aken.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): This is certainly
a matter of importance, although the hon.
member for Bowen w somewhut inclined
to treat it rather lizhtly. Personally, rather
than see a Governor appeinted locally by
Parliament, I would rather have no Governor
at all. It is not that there are not any
number of men in the community capable
of filling the position. Nobody on this side
of the Chamber would argue that there are
not men in the community who would not
only fill the position but also do honour
io it; but the whole thing is that so long
as we have this connecting link we want it
to be as free from political bias as possible.
T consider that the hon. member for Mirani
put hi= finger right on one of the wealk spots
of such an appointinent. We know that onone
or two occasions in the Federal Parliament,
and y in State Parliaments, Governments
have asked for dissolutions, and a consider-
able asnount of disapprebation has been
shewn th by the Opposition and the
nublic with regard to the attitude which
imported Governors have taken up. 1
cortainly think that in a time of crisis when
a Government ask for a dissolution—as they
are quite justified in doing—those difficulties
would be intensified if we had locally
appointed Governors, I soe why the

I do not
position :hould be in the gift of any Go-
vernment, whether Labour ov Nationalist.
If we are going to make a change, let us
do without them altogether, and lot the
Chief Justice ba the link between the Empire
and oursclves rather than make the position
the football of any party that may be in
conirol of the Treasury benches.

The hon. member for Bowen spoke about
invitations to Government House. I would

[Mr. Swayne.
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like to sec him at Government House. I
am quite sure he would have red spats on.
I would very much like to see the hon.
member.for Bowen in yed spats and gloves
and telling his valet to get out of his road.
He could do it perfectly. Ile is becoming
more conservative as he grows older. In a
vear or two he will not only frequently
visit Government House but wo shall see
him a member of the Queensland Club.
Mr, CorLixs: Who is serious now?

Mr. TAYLOR: He has certainly been
taking some lessons during the last few years
as to how to go about the business. Getting
back to the serious side, we have to consider
whether it is going to be of benefit to the
State to have locally appointed Governors
instecad of Imperial Governors. It is not
going to be of suy benefit whatever., Rather
than zce the link with the mother country
severed we should strengthen that link, and
at no time has that been more necessa:sy
than at the present time. We know that the
old country 1s passing through a very critical
period, and, notwithstanding that five State
Premiers have agreed to local Governors,
I sincerely hope that the request will not be
granted. It has not been submitted to the
people in the shape of a referendum, although
the people are vitally interested in the matter.
One hon. member stated that it had not been
submitted to Parliament.

My, SwayXe: There should be a referendum
on the matter.

TA‘YLOR : If the people by referendum
51 fr their aceeptance of the proposal to
appoint Colonial Governors, then I would
have no objection to it. At the same time
I do think that the Government are making
a retrogressive move in endeavouring to
obtain the appointment of local Governors.

My, COLLINS (Bowen): It would be far
bettor if hon. members opposite were to cast
their jocular remarks to one side. I take
it that this is a serious matter. I read out
the plank of our platform which I have signed.

Xr. KLpHINSTONE : lave you read the plank
on avbitration?

Mr. COLLINS : 1 know how the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley was dealt with when he could
not induce sufficient people to attend his public
meeting at Bowon, While I have signed that
platferm I am not prevented from advocating,
if T think right and proper, that the position

of Governor shiould be akol mem-
For of an industei as a
member of a politieal organisation I have
the right to have the que-tion of the abolit

of the position of Stute Governo
the agenda paper for consideration at our
convention early mext year: but, having
signed the Lahour platform and the wisdom
of the party havi declared 1n favour of
local Governors, I inust support that platform.
ormation of the hon. member for
r I pointed ount that the Governors
Id be recommended by the State Govern-
but he did not listen.

placed on

o

ics should pot be appointed to the
position.  There will Jand in th2 course of a
day or two, as Governor-General of Australia,
T.ord Btonchaven, who was created a peev
after he was appointed to the position. Who
is he? Ion. membors opposite know as well
as T do that he was one of the leading Tories
iu Great Britain, who in the House of Com-
mons opposed every reform in the interests of
the mass of the pecple. He can hold the scales

e now come to the argument that men
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of justice as between parties without any
effort at all, but I know which way the scales
will go. Somewhat on the lines that I used
to hear of in the days of my youth, when it
was put in these words—* The rich man
always gets the balance of the scales.” I take
it that Lord Stonechaven—this genius from the
United Kingdom-—has no bias in polities at
all.  Oh. no! His votes in the [Touse of
Commons will show that. I took the trouble
to look them up not so long ago. Of course,
he is fit to he Governor-General of this great
Commonwealth, associated as he has been all
his life with the Conservative party of Greav
Britain.  When we propose the appointment
of a local Governor who might be drawmn
from this or the opposite side of the Chamber.
we are told that he would not be able to deal
with a crisis such as the hon. member for
Mirani mentioned. I suppose that the loeal
man would bolt from a erizis. I have not seen
an imported man bolt from a erisis, and I take
it that the lecal man would stand up to it
just as well as the imported man. No matter
whether hon. membsrs opposite agree with ma
or not, the time will come when Governoss
will be abolished, and the duties as suggested
by the hon. member for Windsor could be
carried out by the Chief Justice. After all.
we are moving in the right direction, and
perhaps after the next Labour Convention
we may have in the State Labour platform a
nlank for the abolition of State Governors.
‘We know that a vote was taken in the Con-
servative Viectorian Legislative Assembly a
few weeks ago on the question of the aboli-
tion of imported Governors. and it was only
defeated by two votes. T am pleased that I
raised the question, because as a result we
have gzot a lot of information from the
Premier..

Ttem (His Excellency the Governor) agreed
to.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
The PREMIER (Hon. 3WW.
Facham): 1 beg to move—
“ That £110 be granted for
Couneil.”
Ttem agreed to.

N. Gillies,

¢ Bxecutive

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

_The PREMIER (Hon. W. XN. Gillies,
Facham): T beg to move—

“That £23.255 be granted for ¢ Legis-
lative Assembly.

There have been increases in salaries amount-
g to £1468 and decreases amounting
£045, leaving a net increase in the vote of

£543,
Mr. SWAYNE (Miranij: 1 beg to move—
“ That the vote be reduced by £1.7

T do so as a protest against the manner in
which Parliament has been debascd by this
Government. Throughout the Eng h-speak-
ing world it is generallv rccoguized that o
Parliament elected by a free peonls is the
greatest palladium of popular liberty that tha
world has cver given us. What ha: Parlia-
ment deteriorated to in Queensland? As vear
follows vear we find that the powers of
Parliament are being more and move re-
stricted.  Only quite recently we found durine
a great crisis in Queensland, when its princ;-
pal means of communication—in which some-
thing like £55,000,000 of the people’s money
are invested—was closed, all work was
stopped, the highroads of the State were taken
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possession of, and in certain parts of Queens-
land the people were threatened with starva-
tion simply because there was a dispute
between the Government and a section of their
employees. If ever there was a time when
Parliament should have been sitting to deal
with the question, it was then.

The Premier: What should
have done?

Mr. SWAYNE: Parliament was debased
into a nonentity. Hach member, representing
between 5,000 or 10,000 voters, was denied an
opportunity of inquiring whether the Govern-
ment were upholding their position as a
Government or discussing the best method
of dealing with the position, and whether
they were going to secure for the people
the full exercise of their rights. That was
s very recent happening. One of the most
serious reflections as to the right of the
people’s representatives to decide these public

Parliament

questions; was contained in an utterance
by the Premier the other day. We know
that for years past a stand has been

adopted-——nominally by hon. members oppo-
site and in actuality by hon. members on
this side of the Chamber--to the cffect that
arbitration was the proper means of settling
all disputes between employer and employee
in Queensland. The happenings to which I
have referred had a very serious bearing on
that principle, and there is a general demand
throughout the country for a clear declara-
tion from the Government as to whether
arbitration or direct action is to be the
method  of setiling  those disputes. The
Premier has found himself up against it on
that point, and now he says that it will be
for the next Iabour Convention. held at
Rockhampton or clsewhere, to decide.

The PreMIER: You know you have always
been opposed to arbitration.

Mr. SWAYNE: Was there ever such a
pitiful resignation and abnegation of autho-
rity on-the part of anyone in his position
as that cxhibited by the gentleman who
stands at present as the ruler of Qucens-

land? The hon. gentleman does not say
this is a question upon which Parlia-
mont, representing the people as a whole,

should decide. He says that the question
will be settled at some convention attended
b the repressntatives of emplovees only.
That convention will represent ouly one
section of the community, and that not always
~he most enterprising or industricus section.
Ther will decide as to whether the great
principle of arbitration shall be upheld or
not.  If our Parliament is not to deal with
great questions like that, what is the use
of hraving a Parliament at all?
Bodies I have referred

such as I to have
beer given the privilege of breaking the law
whenever they lik The Premier must know
that these strikes—particularly the lust big
ave nearly all broken section 65 of the
al Arbitration Act. Vet these men
fo such things with impurity. Once the
iple is admitted that one section is at
tty to break the laws of the country, the
g will never stop. Mvery individual will
claim the rvight to break the law. As an
abstract question of justice that cannot be
denied,

I am an old member of this House, and,
when I contrast the old liberty of specch
and frecdom of debate that obtained in this
House years ago——

The SecrETARY FOR Pureric Works: Yes, in
1912, 1913, and 1814.

My, Swayne.]
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Mr. SWAYNE: With that which exists
now, it is borne home to me what very mild
words I use when I say that Parliament is
debased. There is frequently no opportunity
at present to discuss important questions.
Only the other day we had before us the
question of the basic wage-—a matter which
vitally concerns our industries,

The position we arc in at the present time
in regard to industries requires the closest
scrutiny and the most carcful consideration;
vet a Taw which vitally affects our indus-
tmg:. was put through all its stages under the

‘gag ”’ in one day. That shows how farci-
cal Parliament has become. A few sessions
ago we had the principle of vot-
ing by proxy introduced, thereby
doing away with the representa-
tive character of Pal]idvnont Only a short
time ago we were ‘‘gagged’” on forty-one
occasions in one session, on several occasions
without any debate at all. In Committee
sometimes the ‘ gag’ was applied before
any opportunity was afforded to move amend-
ments, and some of the unjust laws on the
statute-book have been passed because no
opportvunity was given for free discussion
by the clectes] representatives of the people.
That is not parliamentary government. Dur-
ing the session I am referring to the Unem-
plovnd Workers’ Insurance Bill and the Legis-
lative Assembly Act Amendment Bill which
provided for proxy voting were rushed
through the Committec without discussion,
yet they contained big principles affectmv
the vital interests of the pcople of Queen‘s—
land. For the sake of cutting down the
time that Parliaments sits by a few weeks
is it worth while so to limit the time that
such questions cannot be discussed properly ?
We know that under the present Administra-
tion Parliament never sits for longer than
ten or fifteen wecks; yet, when hon. members
opposite were on this side of the Chamber,
they wused to urge vehemently that five
months at least were requisite to discuss the
business of the people of Queensland. We
know that the present Government have
engaged in additional undertakings, therefore
the business of the Government has increased
two or threefold; yet the time for discussion
has been reduced. Again, if there is one
principle in connection with British Parlia-
ments more than another that has been
insisted on in the past it is the right of
the representatives of the people to decide
what the taxation shall be, and also as to
how that taxation shall be expended. I
have figures showing that during the past
five years huge sums of money have been
passed without discussion. Altogether the
sum which has been passed without discussion
amounts to something like £60,000,000, and
it is most significant that the votes that are
mest open to eriticism are put through year
after vear. under the conduct of the present
Gevernment. without disenssion at all. How
long i< it since we have had an opportunity
of disenssing State cnterprises? For five
vears we have not hed a full discussion on
them: and wn all know what huge sums have
been lort and what stranes questions have
arisen in conncetion with the various under-
takings. Again. I {hink T #m safe in saying
that during the pest five years the railways
have enly boon discussed twice. and T am
justified in saying that the present posltlon
of the railways, which anyone can see is
unsatisfactory, is largely owing to the lack
of p‘uhamentarv criticism.

[Mr. Swayne.
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Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): This
vote contains an item of £1,105 for the Par-
liamentary ILibrary. I congratulate the
Government on making tardy recognition of
the services of the librarian by giving him'
an advance in salary. From inquiries made
some time ago I understand that we have in
the library about 60,600 volumes. I am not a
voracious devourer of the works in the
library; in fact, I cannot claim that I am
even an active peruser of them. My experi-
ence of sixteen years of political iife has
shown that I read more seriously and widely
before 1 came into Parliament than I have
read since. I think the Parliamentary
Librarian in the past has been most miserably
paid. When we consider that a man occupy-
mg a purely routine office like that of
Toewn Clerk of the Greater Brisbane Council
iz paid £1,600 a year and the Assistant Clerk
gets £800 a year, it seems to me that the
amount set down for the Parliamentary
Librarian is a miserable recompense to give
io one who is the most up-to-date man in this
line with whom I have come in contact. My
experience in Parliament has shown that our
librarian is a walking encyclopzdia. (Hear,
hear!) I one wants a work on a particular
subject, he has only to go to Mr. Murray,
who can put his hand ai once on the parti-
cular book which will supply the informa-
tion required. I think the salary given is
not a due Ncogmt-on of the services of a
man of Mr, Murray’s abtlity. ~ 1t is true that
his salary has been advanced above that of
a member of Parliament—and personally I
do not esmplain, because members of Parlia-
tion  have made themselves very cheap.
When they reduce themselves to the despic-
able position of taking 53, a week off a man
carning £4 55, a week, they do not deserve
to be paid any more than £500 a year.

M CrLayrox: The Labour Government

di 1t
aid 1t

Bl

Mr. FERRICKS: Parliament did it.
(Opposition dissent.) Members of Parliament
reduced themselves then to that level. If
their services are not widely recognised, it is
their own fault. The rcason why I rose to
speak was not to draw attention to that
despicable act of Parliament, but to complain
once more about what I consider the unfair
conditions hon. members are subject to if
they want to refer to books of reference or
parliamentary records of other States or the
Commonwealth or of the other Dominions.
Strange as it may seem, the records of
the Commonwealth Parliament—* Hansard,”
books of reference, and everything else in
connection with the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment—are placed on the same plane as those
of South Africa, Canada. and New Zealand.
The (‘ommonwcalth records are foreign to
us! It is no fault of the librarian or his
n%s%hnta but you cannot get what you
want unless vou dig amongst the records of

the other Dominions. e are part of
Australia.

Why this little narvrow parochial
jorlousy azainst the Commonwealth? Con-
sidering that wec have a Chamber which
housed an extinet House of Parliament at the
other end of this building, could not the
Commonwealth records be housed there,
where they would be acce~sﬂ)ne to members?
You h.no to go up into what is really an
aHm and got smotheled in dust to get held
of “ Hansard ” or a book of reference which
happens to be a Commonwealth record. This
parochialism has been rampant in this Par-
liament so long that it is about time that
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we cubt out this petfr little jealousy of the
Commonwealth Parliament, 1 appeal to you,
Mr. Gledson, and 1 ask you to bring before
21y, Speaker the advisableness of transferring
the Commonwealth records to a place where
they will be ssible to members instead
of =t the far end of the top passage of this
building, I do not think that it 15 fair to
the Consrnonwealth ‘or to Queensland.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgaici: I would like to
support the contention of the hon., member
for AMirani and his amoendment as a protest
against the action which the Government
have n on Lo many occazions of departing
serd from the fundamental principle of
c2dom of speech under a system of a demo-
cratic Parliament-—a departure which is likely
to lead us inte very serious trouble before
many years arc past. From the time of King

John I Magna Charta the people have
looked forward to the idea! of a free ilusti-

tution with representatives of all the people
in tie community, cach of whom could
exercise hisw voice in the interests of the
section he represented free and antrammelled,
protected by privileges which nobody else
enjoyed, se that his speech could not be open
to question even in the courts of law. They
veplised that their eventual aim was the
rod government of all the people, particu-
friend the hon. member for
Bowen would zay—in the interests of the
common people.  Unfortunately to-day a
system has been introduced which largely by
use and eventually by abuse has departed
very sericusly from that principle. No doubt
when_ the closure was 1ntroduced into the
Standing Orders it was necessary to curtail

g
lavly——as ray

eight ov ten hour speeches, which un-
doubtedly constituted undue obstruction. No-

body will deny that undue obstruction did
take place, and it was not in the interests
of any one that it should continue.

. No_ one in his wildest dreams ever
imagined that an instrument for good would
be used to close down discussion without
even one member having an opportunity
of speaking. No one would have imagined
that the instrument would have heen used
for -altering the arbitration system in a
few hours without reasonable discussion on
such an important measure. We have
abused a valuable instrument. As surely
as night follows day, if Parliament loses
respect for itself. then so surely will the
people consider their views and substitute
something in its place.

er. Wivstaxtey: You helped to disgrace

1

. Mr. SIZER: I presume the hon. member
is referring to my.suspension. I have no
regrets on that point for the reason that
drastic diseases require drastic remedies.
If a member who desires to speak is pre
vented from speaking and he protesis, then
he should be prepared to carry the pe)naltzn
I was prepared to carry the Denalty placed
LD me,
Mr. Bruce: You did not carrs

penalty; vou were here all the evening.

the

My, SIZER: I took the penalty.

My, WinstaANLEY: No, you did not.

Mr. Brrce: You hung round the [louse
all night.

Mr. SIZRR: If hon. members opposite

are prepared in the name of liberty and
freedom of speech so to debase an institu-
tion of this great Empire, then they are
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unworthy of the traditions of the party to
which they belong and the people from whom
they have descended. It 1s not right that
we shounld carry ou o » of

and 1 say that tbis is a sa
1 this nie is to bLe u: :
results of Labour conventions, union meet-
ings, and caucuses, ihen it bocomes only
a sham, and it is just as well fo recognise
the fact and to  conzizler  when tihs
atility is here in the intercsts of the people
or the interess of curselves. If we are to
Le vuled by one wman, then it 1s time that
the public decided on the question. I for

1

one will alwavs rebel against being ruled
Ly one 1, particularly when that man’s
views would not coincide with the views of

a majority of the Houss if oxpressed by
wnoopen vote. Buch q stem cantiot
justificd by hon, members opposite or any
one elza,  Unlees we are free to disouss
matters in tho interests of the Btate, we

ave not fun 1g as we ere supposed to

tion, and we are departing from the
grand principle; upon which Parliament
was establi I want to emphasise that
the appli of the closure in this

Chanther has been a dizgrece. On a uumber
of cccasions it has been applied when not
one hon. member 5 had the opportunity
of speaking, and that calls for the strongest
condemnation possible from those who are
in control. As sure as I am standing here
to-dav, unless we are prepaved to uphold
the digaity of Parivunent awd obsorve its

i a1t will be taken from us, aud we
shall have only oursclves to blame.

spivil

Mr. KIERR (Enoggera): I intend to sup-
port the moiion moved by the hon. member
for Mirani. It is a travesty on common sense
to call this Chamber under socialistic rule
a deliberative body. There is no considera-
tion of Bills which hon. members consider
should be placed on the statute-book. Par-
liament is an institution with the highest
authority in the land, and it is something
that the people look to for control; but it
is regrettable that it has been displaced by
a scction of hon. members opposite in caucus,
who do not represent either the majority
of the electors or even the majority of the
Government party. The position is thatb
about one-quarter of the members of Par-
liament control this institution.

T mentioned at a previous stage that this
Chamber merely recorded the views of the
majority of the caucus. We have reached
a stage when hon. members opposite have
ceased to think of the people outside. They
only think of themselves, and all others are
whipped into line by the use of the word
“scab.” Hon. members opposite have said
that they have the unionists of Queensland
behind them. That is a deliberate mis-
statoment. There would be hardly a mem-
ber on this side of the Committee if we did
not have a number of the right-thinking
unionists behind us. As a community, we
are cntitled to our freedom of thought and
our method of expressing our thoughts to
the people through Parliament. The intelli-
gent unionists stand for constitutional go-
vernment, which is something that is not
represented by hon. members who are in
sharge of the government of this greaé
State. Only the briefest and most inadequate
explanations ave given when Bills are intro-
duced. I ean guote instances when mislead-
ing particulars of the contents of Bills have
beer given not only to the Opposition but

My, Kerr.]

o
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to the people cutside. ¥on. members have
becn (hpmwd of the right to introduce
private Bills.  What onpoltumtv have the

U)po 1t'on representing B0 per cent. or more
of the poople, of introducing private Bills
and obtaining the deliberate consideration
of this Chamber upon them? 1 have
a motion on the business paper dealing with
the inadequate housing of the people, especi-
ally in the met ropohtdn area, where two or
three familics live in one house. This wa
a condition of affairs almost unheard of
prior {o the advent of this socialistic Govern-
ment. By the action of the Government that
motion has boen swept aiide, and hon. mem-
bers will not have an oppm’mnny of express-
ing themselves upon it. That shows that
it is necessary that some action should be
tal That 1s why wo say that it is a
travesty of common to sav that this
Chamber is a piaco where evils existing
in the 8tate may be remedied, and an
oppm't\mitv afforded hon. members of plac-
ing remedial legislation on the statute-book.
Mr. Brues: »u happen to be in the
minority, that is all, .

Mr. KRR : The hou.
is not correct.

The SecrETaRY FOR PUBLic Works: If that
is not correct, why are you not over here?

momber knows that

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly  well that the electorates were
Juggled.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KERR: Hon. members on this side
represent a larger number of voters than
hon., members opposite, and one vote
should be of equal value with another.
I have explained why I support the amend-
ment moved by the hon. member for Mirani.
The work done by this Parliament has not
increascd, yet we have increased the salaries
by appomtmd a greater number of Ministers.
Why have the people to pay for the upkcep
of additional Ministers?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member will not be in order in
discussing that matter on this vote.

Mr. KERR: T am dealing with the vote
for the * Legislative Assembly,” and giving
my reasons for =uppmtmg the amendment
moved by the hon. member for Mirani.
In 1913 we had eight Ministers, and now
we have ten.

Mr. CoLLixs:
dozen.

Mr. KERR: If we had forty Ministers,
the hon. member would not be one of them;
he is in his proper place. In Western Aus-
tralia, where the representatives have large
electorates, Lhoy have reduced the number
of Ministers from eight to When we
take into consideration the cost of clectxon~
Roval Commissions, and the cost of pariia-
mentary government—which I have said is
common sense—the upkeep of
Palhumcnt has increased more per capita in
fh]? State than in any other State in Aus-
tralia.

A GoverxMENT MEMBER :

We could well do with a

w

Abszolute rot.

Mr. KERR: T shall prove that. Although
we are paying such largg sums of money
we are not getting the efficiency that is
desirable. The hon, member for Mirani has
moved his amendment for that reason. Here
are the figures showing the increase per

[Mr. Kerr.
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capita from 1914 to 1925 for the maintenance
ot the Iegislative Assemblies in the various
States—
New South Wales
Victoria

. No alteration,

Queensland ... . .o 1s,
South Australia ... ... 8d.
West Australia .. bd.
Tasmania ... . . 10d.

\v'c are passing con udemb}o sums of money
for the maintenance of this institution, and
it is time we sts ‘icd o momls:ng, mcutamcd
vhere the money is goinge, and ¢ndeavoured
io seceure greater results from this institu-
fien than are heing scenred to-day. We
could also do very well with a veduction in
the nu v of members,

;ho nER:  We could
without 1he Opposition.

At 531 pom.,

The Castruax

Mr. KERR: Although members opposite
think they could do without the Oppozition
under existing circumstancos, there is no
doubt that the Opposition have kept them in
check day in and day out. The Premier
could <o wirhout some of his own members
very well.  The late Premicr did without
rome of his sapporters when he introduced
proxy voring. If there was no Opposition in
this Housze, God knows where the country
would get to.  Ministers themselves know
that they have to consider what the Oppo-
sition will point out to the people in the
country. We are leaders in thought in a
sense—I  will exclude myself, if necessary.
(Government laughter.) We represent as
large a number of people as the Government.
Parliament is a travesty under existing con-
ditions. This Chamber has become merely
a recording Chamber for the various strike
committecs and for caucus, and does not
represent the true ideals of our great State.
The hon. member for Mirani, like myself,
has been stopped by the “ gag 7’ many times
as well as by other methods adopted in this
House, and opportunities- have been taken
away from wvs until to-day we have to_seek
devious wavs cortain  things
which we know perfectly will be for the
benefit of this country. If the hon. member
for Bowen agrees with free speech, I hope
that he «will give his wholehcarted support
to the amendrient, and assist to make this

very well do

resumed the chair.

Chamber something more in accord with the
requirements and desires of the people of
Queensland.

Mr. COLLINS (Bnwen): When the vote is

taken, the hon. member for Enoggera will
kuow where the hon. member for Bowen
stands. I admit that there is a difference
to-day as compared with the past. In the
past we had practically a committee of the
emplovers or of the capitalict class sitting
on this side of the Chamber to register what
laws should be placed on the statute-book.
I am willing to admit that to some extent
things arve changed now, and. instcad of a
committes of “1(‘ Fmployers’ Federation sit-
ting on this side, there is a committee of the
working-class movement sitting here, and we
are placmﬂ on the statute-books laws that are
in the intercsts of the mass of the people.
I know something about the time of King
John, to whom the hon. member for Sandgate
referred, and also Magna Charta, and so
forth. We all know that for a long time
in the old country a few nobles went to make
up the House of Commons and the House of
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We all krow that people had to fight
rately to get the franchise to cnable
1 to soud represontatives to the House of

ommons, and even to send representatives
ito this Legislative Aszembly.

I want to say something in reference to
the voio for rd’ and other print-
g, Teleg cie” I notice
that the vote this vear is reduced by £1.000,
and I would B some explanation of the
reduction. members will remember
that for nulhb T 08 w3 I have bvou advo-

1 and shall e afnme o advocate until

it realised—thar ** Hansard ¥ be mads

to all pe s who make application for

We were told by the hon. niember for Sand-

wate that hon, members of th ho’x e do ot
receive the respect which i o fo their
hmulon I am one of these who blame the

< for thar, especially the Coy orvative

which has been continually eneering
g at members of Puarliament for a
number of vears past. I am anxious that the
t publie should lmovr what said aud
in Parliament. Quite apart from the
of laws Parliament should be wied for
nwulding of public opinion, If hon.
eas in ihis Chamb:
which would be for betterment of the
State and Coramonwealith and for the Oenoml
welfare of the people, it would be bottcr for
wll concerned,

the
members wonld express i

tha

The hon. member for Sandgate comnlamﬂl
abour the restriction of privileges in P:Lrl'n-
ment through the action of the “ gag *’ from
time to time, We on this side are not respon-
sible for the * gag.’ " which was in existenes
long before we took posjesqon of the Treasury
benches: and, if the “ gag * is "1pphed from
time to time, hon. membors OppOﬂte nave omy
to thank t’hem@e]xos for it, because thev first
introduced the ¢ gag.” Lorm before the work-
ng classes took possession of the Treasury

benches in any country of the world tho
“gag” was in existence.
I notice that there is an item of £850 {or

* Library Books Binding. and Periodieals.”
I do not think that is an adequate amount
for a parliamentary library such as we ought
to have. Tn these davs £550 docs not go very
far in the purchas se of new books. and Parlia-
ment should be quite up to date w itit modera
rholw‘n and with the dev oIopmont in politics
and svience in different countries so that hon.
mﬂmbm\ will be well informed when they
speek in debate. As I said before, wo may bo
nl\]o to use Parliament, not only as a law-
aling machine, but also as a means of prona-
gandn and of educating the great publis
outside.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): The movinz
of the amendment br the hon. moember for
Mirani is perfectly jusiified for the argnments
adduced by himself and the hon. membnr fov
FHOL’E’(‘I"L During the debate the Secretars
for Public Works said, by way of int c%io'l
that the ““ gug ” was introduced by the party
supported by hon. members on this side, and
that we never as iicipated that it would swing
back on ourselves in the wav it has done.
Dm‘mgf their ocenpaney of the Gpposition
benches hon. members ‘opposite found fault
with the application of the closure and the
freatment thev were subjected to by hon.
members now elttln;r on this side. Thev
talked about the disgraceful procecdings
which took place through the xnt"oduchon
of the “ gag.” We now see their inconsist-’
ency in perpetuating something which they
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themselves believed to be unjust and wrong.
3ut they went further than that, and intro-
duced proxy voting. For this and for the
absolute loss of control of the State by gentle-
men opposite during that unfmtunate weelt
we passed through—goodness knows that is
sorions one um.Ath hon member for Mirani
would be pfntst‘}j justified in moving
amoendment.

I quite agres with the remarks which have
fallen from the hon. member for South Bris-
bane as M the libravian and the excellence
and the small amount of money

He is (oulwom and does his
asaist hon, members, be they on
the Chamber or be they on the
1t is my experience that, if you
a faithfol wan, you niust pay
is nearly thme that the Govern-
Marras’s ability.

pleaszed 1o

very best tz)
this side of
other side,

wre to keep
hio and it
nient recoguised Mr,

notice that the
ropolt* staff have been
recognived, sincorely hope that the Go-
vernment will ognise that thev are working
these wmen thirtecn hours a day for a fort-
night op perhaps longer

The SECRETARY YOR ACGRICULTURE:
their paticnee pretty often

Mr., MAXWELL: I
tr me it vonderful how they grasp the
uteaning of what a member says, even at
rimes of the remarks of the Premier.

am

con

very
STV of our

You try

am not alone, but

We have heard a lot about cxpenses, and
I would just like to draw the attention of
the Committre to the fact that, notwithstand-
ing the size of our expenditure, notwith-
st.andmg the weight of taxation which the
people have to bear, there is no evidence of
any attempt on the part of Ministers to
curtail their own expenses, From the return
which has been laid on the table I find that
they total the marvellous sum of £6,100.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: If T cannot touch upon
that. I shall content myself with asking
Ministers to trv to reduce the burden of
taxation which the people have to bear.

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): 1 support the
amendment. For some wvears it has been
very apparent that the cvils of the party
systern  have become prevalent throughout
Australia and capecially in Queensland, and
have not made for the good government of
the country or for the improvement of the
ocial and industrial co:;ditions of the people.
tunately the wishes of the pcople are
nt'latf‘d by a Government composed
one is of Labour representatives.
Infmumat(\u the true sentiment of the
clectors—although  perhaps  oxpressed  ab
caueus moctings—are not reflected in a vote
on any Bill or (,t}wr matier in Parliament.
It is = mmor;’rv of the Governmant party,
not a majority of members of the House, who
decide each issue. In many instances a
member oppesite might agree with members
on this side on matters affecting industry
and the conditions of the people, whether
in a city or in a country clectorate; but a
vote from such a member in supportmg our
views 1s denied because of the hidebound
conditions that obtain under the unfortunate
party system brought about by Labour in
politics. To some extent party politics may
have advantages, but the extent to which

party politics has developed and the party
system has operated in Queensland for &

Mr. Corser.]
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number of years has been the means of
dostroving the value that this Chamber might
have been to the State,

The Opposition are respon-
They have wasted tiwe.

The PPREMIER:
sibie for that.

CORRE
responsible for
or of cau
two or

The Oppesition cannot be
e actions of the Glovernment
The Premier knows that on
asions recently he asked the
Houze to adjourn and not sit at all. The
Governmment  should not push  aside any
matter of grave importance merely because
thev do not desire to sit. We have the whole
veur in which to do ocur business, and the
Premiler cannoti blame the Upposition for
ing time. 1 agree that Parliament has,
vory great extent, lost its value as a
tive body. It is unfortunate, never-
it is true, that Parlizinent has lost
that value, and, if the Premier at the open-
ing of Parllament were to introduce his
programie and hand over all his proposed
Bills to the Clerk of the Parliement, then
the work coald be completed in a few hours
and the expeuse cof conducting Parliament
would be saved. We could pay members of
Parliament for attendance for one day, and
then thor could return to their electorates
and carry out their individual work. It
would be better to do that than to pull the
countiy’s leg by coming heve and claiming
that we arve debating Bills.  The Premier
must agree that he pulls the people’s legs
when he comes here with a Bill and asks
as to debate it.  The matter has alveady
been decided caucus, and hon, members
opposite are bound to support the Bill whether
they like it or not. The wishes of the people
and their representatives are not considered
at all, but the whip eracks, and Government
members are bound to vote along the lines
planned for them. They have lost their
individuality and freedom of speech within
their own party. The amendment iz a
protest against the system built up by
" Labour in politics.” T protest against the
system because I do not know where is is
going to lead us. An illustration of the
futility of Parliament as at present con-
ducted was given during the recent strike.
It was then made clear that outside this
Parliament there is another body which is
the controlling authority, controlling the
wishes of the elected members of PParliament
on the Government side. That is the body
which is really governing the country to-day
but its members are not being paid as mem-
‘bers of Parliament. Thank God the Labour
party’s term is mearly at an end. The Co-
vernment should be honest with the people
and say, “ We are going to carry these Bills
through all in one day, and only charge the
country for the attendance of members of
Parliament, who are here pretending to be
representing their interests, for one day.”
The Government arc dominated by a machine
and by a section of the people who control
the whole of the organisation of hon. mem-
bers opposite without one thought for the
good of the whole of the people, and without
a single consideration of what is best in the
interests of the State in which we live.
Mr. FRY (Wwrilpa): Before speaking to
the amendment I would like to record my
appreciation of the work of the officers of
Parliament—those within the Chamber itsclf
the officers of the library, and also the
members of the *“ Hanserd™ staff. We are
indebted to those officers for the efficiency
they display. It is true that, if the present

[Mr. Corser.
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occupants of the various offices were nob
there, zomeone clse would be in their place
and the positions maintained; but those who
now fill the positions deserve the apprecia-
tion aid cougratulations of every hon. mem-
ber for the cfficiency with which they carry
out the iasks allotted to them. It sometimes
seams fo e that the * Hansard 7 staff are
possessed  ¢f  something  like  superhuman
ability for the manner in swhich they record
some of the spoeeches which are delivered on

many subjects at a great rate of speed. They
labour all d=vy long, and very frequently there
are but fese errors in their reports. As the

hon., member for South Brisbane said, when
we ask the librarian for an authority on a
particular subject within a very short time
M. Murr will produce the most up-to-
date authority awvatlabie in the library. It
is pood ihut we should have such officers.
I do not wish to make the officers on the
fleor of the MHeuse blush, but T say without
any fear of contradiction that ncarly cvery
Sind s indebted to Mr. Bernays and his

stants for the efficient manner in which

perform  their parliamentary duties.
icar, heart)

An Hoxourisirn HinmBer: Ther are the

most efficient staff in Australia.

Me, FRY : Very frequently Ministers bave
cluimed the credit for something which only
intercstesl them for the moment and which
was poked intc their left ear by an officer.
I have heard some things going on at the

table - when Chairmen of Committecs have
been prompted on some point.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! Do I

understand the hon. member to say that he
has heard things whispered into the ear of
the Chairmen on points which arose in a
discussion ?

Mr. FRY : What I said was that questions
sometimes avise on which Chairmen of Com-
mittees have been in doubt, and they have
referred to the Clerk of the Parliament.
{Government members dissent.) Do the
various hon. members who have passed
through that chair deny that what I have
said is correct’ Why these mock heroics?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Why?

Mr. FRY: The hon. gentleman has said
that it is «disorderly to interject, but he
interjects more than any other hon. member
on the Government benches. The hon. gentle-
man served for a period as Chairman of
Committees, and he knows what I have said
to be correct, and every hon. member in the
Chamber knows it to be correct. I know
that what I say is perfectly correct, and
great credit is due to the officers of this Par-
litament for the way the ceremonial and
administrative part of our business is carried
out.

Referring to the smendment, the hon. mem-
her for Bowen set himself out to say that
his Government were not responsible for the
“aag.”” They may rot have been respon-
sible for 1he introduction of the ‘“ gag,” but
it must be borne in mind that some years
ago an hon. member could stand up in this
Chamber and talk for two or three days.
It was the boast of some hon. members that
they spoke for twelve and thirteen. hours.
Hon. members opposite have gradually
whittled away that privilege; and those
who claim to be the apostles of free speech
now make ir impossible for an hon. membes
to speak his allotted time, if he so desires.
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I refer particularly to those who speak on
the Address in Reply. I notice that thirty-
eight members speke on the Address in
R(‘ply, when the thne expired. Xf another
hon, member desired to speak, he was unable
1o do so hecause of the cxpiration of time.
In face of that we have hon. nenﬂ)O‘ oppo-
sitec supporting the “ gag,” and sazing that
hon. members on this side wore re sponsible
for the introduction of the *“ gag.” In all
probability the hon. member for Bowen will
coeptend that the man who introduced the
is respensible for any harm done by

The man who introduces a thing

1 cesponsible for the manner in which it
is used. The ‘gag’ in the har of a wise
person or a wise Administration might be
wsefui; but in the hands of a fool or an

autcerat—a person who will went his spleen
an others—it may be a verr dangerous thing.

The CHAIRMAN: Or

I I remind the

hon. member that a di\cuu, ion on the prin-
ciples of the aj )p‘v tion of the  gag” will

not be in crder. The Speaker and the Chair-
man of Committees ave, by the Standing
Order, appointed the judges of whether a
question ha® been sufficiently bated, and
any discussion after the closure has heen
applied is a reflection on those officials.
Unless there is a direet motion that the
ruling of the Speaker or the Chairman of
Commitices be disallowed. I cannct permit
n discussion upon that question.

Mr. FRY : I thank vou for your explana-
tion, Mr. Pollock. We see from the business-
sheet of to-dayv how this Assembly is acting.
It prevents the discussion of this motion
nding in the name of the hon. member for
Enoggera—

¢“That. in the opinion of this House,
it is desirable to amend the Act dealing
with workers’ dwellings by substantially
liberalising the total deposit considera-
tion and in other particulars. Further,
that this is necessary because of the
present house shortage and the inade-
quate housing, having in mind that it
is one of the foremost requirements of
every family to own their own home.”

That has been wiped out by the curtail-
‘ment of private members’ day, but on the
same paper wc have this motion, which is in
the charge of an hon., member on the other
side. the hon. member for Merthyr, and is
«coming before Parliament for discussion.

“ Consideration in Committee of the
desirableness of introducing a Rill to
amend the Bank of New South Wales
Act Amendment Act of 1864, and for
other incidental purposes.”

7.0 p.m.]

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I am
pleased to note that the librarian has
received some consideration. It would be

difficult indeed to find a more faithful ser-

vant or one more capable to fulfil his
duties than Mr. Murray. We never apneal
to him in vain, and in serving members of

Parliament who, in turn, are servants of the

country, he is serving the country in a very
wide senso,
What I have sald in regard to the

libravian applies to the o\ttao dinary fine
servants we have in the reporiing staff
‘Whilst members of Pd\*h'ament are very
much concerned indeed that they should be
Faithfully reperted, it scems to me that the
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outside people, too, who are extremely
anxious In these days for the fullest informa-
tion, are vendered faithful service as a
wsn.t of .hﬁ aceurate reports given to them
of the speeches made by hon. members. At
mnnq the order in the [Touse is not as good
as i D\Uﬂ'l be—I am veory pleased that you.
Mr. Pollock, are making a very fine attempt
to improvo mmatte one wonders how so
faithful o report is given by the reporters
clad, therefore, that
acknowledged. I
may be forth-
-d to the saving in the item,
and other Printing, Telegrams,
T ~tc,” I mnotice that there 1s a
veduction of £1.000 in this item, which
rather more than covers the ewtra cmolu-
ments that the officers ave receiving.

I think members of this Committes should
lh’lkf‘ a sty protest in regard to the way

in the gallery. I am
services have
suppose

bern
explanation

Lheip
so1e

in which Bills——
The

CIRMIAN . Ovder!

P, PARNES: T thought that I
e in order at this juncture, as we
arc f]ra’mff with the vote for the Legislative
nmsj, in stating that ipsuflicient time
is given to the consideration of Is. In
that respect members are served with secant
courtes Very flmw\ntlv Bills are thrown
down one on top of the other, and hon.
members find that thery have zcarcely time
to scan them.  Very frequently, too, the
Bills iutroduced are amendments of Acts,
and it is a matter not only of reading the
Bills but of referring to those Acts in order
{o be rightiy mtovmod in regard to them,
and naturally there is some justification for
the smendment moved by the hon. member

for Mackay. The conduct of the proceed-
ings of the Chamber and the efforts that
are made in the direction of securing

discipline meet with my full approval. I
have no objection to make so long as fair-
ness is meted out evenly and impartially,
and I think that is the case with regard to
the present Speaker and Chairman.

* Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): The hon. member
for Enoggera referred to the fact that under
the present caueus system the freedom of
action of hon. members is interfered with.
When an hon. member is elected he should
come here with a free hand, apart from any
pledges he may have made in regard to the
party platform he is supporting, to do whas
he thinks is right and just in the interests
of his electors; but, owing to the extreme
length to which the caucus system has gone
on the Government side, that is not the case.
Slightly over one-fourth of the members of
the House when party numbers are very
close can predominate over the whole.
Take the present pesition of parties in illus-
tration of this. There are forty-three mem-
bers on the Government side, who can be
divided into twenty-two and twenty-one, and
under the system in operation the twenty-two
can entirely control the whole House. The
twenty-one may hold different opinions to the
twenty-two, but when the matter is settled
in caucus they come into the House tied down
fo the opinions of the twenty-two The
twenty-nine Opposition members may be per-
fectlv in accord with the views of the twenty-
one members referred to, but the latter having
first been overruled by the twentv-two mem-
bers in caucus have to abide by the decision
arrived at outside Parliament; so that, under
the extreme party system now in vogue, if

Mr. Swayne.]
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is quite possible for the twenty-two mem-
bers referred to to control the other fifty
members, I do not think the electors realise
to what extent the party system has gone.
In my opinion every man should come to
Parliament free to do what he thinks is right
and just according to his own conscience and
in the intercsts of those he represents. I
know that under the pavty system such a
state of things has not prevailed for many
gencerations in any Parliament, but I consider
that the extreme caucus system which obtains
on the Government side, by which all the
members of the party ave obliged to abide
by the decision arrived at by the majority
in caucus, is subversive of the best interests
of the people they represent, snd the worst
exarmple we have vet had. It may be said
that we on this side alsc have a Caucus,
but we have not the same cast iron ple
which obtains with hon. memboers opposite,
During my parliamentary life T can recall
many instances when members belonging to
the Liberal party or Country party have exer-
i ainst
Many instances have occurred
whon I have voted with hon. members oppesite
inst my party, but I do not remember ona
single instance where, no matter what his
opinions were, one hon. member opposite has
voted against his party, although I happen
to know cases in which members on the other
side have thought their party was wrong.
Carrying the party government systern 10
such an extreme is wrong and not in the best
interests of the people.

The wav in which dis ion has been
“ gagged” has also beon mentioned. Without
intending any reflection on the Chair, I
should like to make an answer to those who
say in reply, * You first passed the Standing
Order which allowed the ‘gag’ to be
applied.”” Tt did emanate from the old
Liberal party, but I would like to point
out that previcusly I have sat here for
several hours listening to one speech, and
I do think that some limit to that kind of
thing was neceseszry. I think I am safe in
saying, however, that neither the Nationalist
nor the Country party would have thought
of moving the “gag’” until at any rate
a question had been debated. We know that
that practice has been followed over and over
again by bon. members opposite.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr., SWAYNE: I am speaking now of
the leader of the Houze, Over and over
again he has moved the motion and the
question has been put without discussion,
and T think that a practice like that makes
e‘ﬁglcient parliamentary deliberation impos-
sible.

I am glad to know that during the dizcus-
sion several references have been made to
the way in which legislation has been rushed
through without proper time for debate, and
that contention is emphasised by the many
cases which have come to light of defects in
our laws caused through that practice.
Formerly it did not matter so much. There
was an Upper House—A House of Review—
and the number of mistakes we have dis-
covered in recent legislation would justify
the reinstitution of the Upper House as a
House of Review. Seeing there is only one
Chamber and that the whole responsibility
for making laws at present devolves upon
us, 1t is all the more iniquitous that legis-
lation should be rushed through without

[Mr, Swayne.
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proper discussion. Nor do I think that our
interests should be sacrificed to party
interests in  the Commonwealth arena.
To-day we have commenced doing two days
in one, or cight days’ work in four. That
is not conducive to a proper consideration
of the various guestions which crop up in
the House or in Committee. Furthermore,
although they are called double days, they
are not such days as we had when Parlia-
ment commenced daylight sittings, At the.
beginning of the session we sat from 10.30
n. til 5.30 p.m., with an hour interval,
malki en hours in all. Now, we com-
mence at 10.30 a.m. and the first * day ”’ ends
at 4 od'clock, with an interval of one hour,
or five and a-haif hours in all. After 4
o’clock, for our sccond day we sit till 10
with another howr’s interval, or five hours
altog ~—a shortening of each day. The

prople of Queensland must vealise that Par-
Hame der those cenditions is not fune-
ricn in the best manner or giving the best

vesnlts to which they ave entitled, and which
are absolutely nece if cur laws are to be
framed 1n a ; nner amnd proper
attention i v to the redress of injustices
and wror T think that I have been amply
discussion in meving  the

ng

justified by the
amendment.

Mr. MOORE (Adubigay): When the present
Premier decided to introduce day sittings
he charvacterised night sittings as a bar-
barous method in which to conduct the
business of the country. I do mnot know
how he describes the method of sitting both
during the day and night.

The_Preyier: You raised no objection at
the time.

Mr. MOORE : We were in an unfortunate
position. The Financial Statement was to
be discussed, and we knew that after a cer-
tain time the closure was to be applied.
If we had spent a considerable time objecting
to the inclusion of two days in one we would
have had to curtail our discussion on the
Financial Staterment. We had to choose the
lesser of the two evils, It does not say
that. because we neglected at that time to
object, we necessarily agreed with the inno-
vation. The Parliament of New South Wales
has considered the business of Parliament
more important than the Pederal campaign
and has refused to adjourn. Parliamenst
should lock after the business of the country,
znd no one can say that the business of the
country is to be effzctively carried out by
sitting long hours and rushing legislation
through in the way it has been rushed here.
I dosive to refer to a statement in the
“ Duaily Standard” which I think reflects
on the characters of hon. members. I would
lilke to know whether there is anything in
the statement which is made, In reporting
the procecdings of the Alderley branch of
the Australian Labour party, it says—
“ A motion was carried that any com-
mission received by members of Parlia-
ment for negotiating loans for the country
be donated to the fighting funds of the
party.”
There must be some reason for a motion
like that being passed by an Australian
Labour party.

he PreMIER: What reason do you sug-
gest?

Mr. MOORE: I suppose they have some
inside knowledge that commission has been
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received by certain members of Parliament,
and it has been put to other use.

Mr. Corrixs:

Me. MOORE: Is there any innuendo in
a dirvect statemeng published in ILabour’s
official organ? I know nothing about these
commiissions. and, when I see a statement
like that published in a paper, 1 presume
that the Australian Labour party has some

Innuendo again.

inside knowledge which induces 1t to pass

such a motion.
Mr. Forzy: There must be a few ¢ white
ants ”’ in that Australian Labour party.

MOORE: Lvidently the Alderley
branch ha: a pretty wide and extensive
knowledge of Labour organisations.

Mr. Lrovp: It is a Dbogus Australian
Labour party.

MOORI: This was published in the
Standard,” which has the Labour
at the top of the publication. It is
e ised by the Queensland Central Execu-
ive. The report goes on to state—

A letter from the Queensiand Central
Executive requesting all members of Aus-
tralian Labour party branches to sign
pledges  declaring that they are not
members of the Communistic party was
dealt with, and it was resolved, ‘ Recog-
nising that all pledges previously signed
are treated es scraps of paper, members
] branch have mno objection to
signing a pledge relating to Commundsm,
and will observe it in the same spirit
as  Parliamentarians observe pledges
signed by them. ”

I

-~

That is a rather extraordinary statement.
We have had it stated here that members
of Parliament have to sign certain pledges
and they adopt a certain course irrespective
of whether it coincides with their opinions
or not. Ilere are have the Alderley branch
of the Australian Labour party saying that
they are preparcd to keep the pledge in
the same way as members of Parliament keep
theirs. This is rather a drastic statement
to come from a Labour organisation. It is
just as well that members of other Australian
Labour party branches should prove or refute
such statements, which are of a most damag-
ing character. 1 would like to have some
statement from the Government as to where
these commissions to members of Parliament
have gone in the past, if thev were not
donated to the fighting funds. If any com-
missions were received, ther should have
heen paid into the Treasurs. This is o most
definite statement, and is of such a damaging
character that something should be said in
refutation of it or some statemeoent published
in_the Press to say that the branch was
mizinformed. When I go into my electorate,
I may be asked what I have done with thesc
commissions. If I say I did not reccive any,
my electors will want to know who has
got my “ecut.”” (Laughter.) As this state-
ment appears in the official organ of the
Labour party, some explanation is warranted
before the vote goes through.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Fraeham): 1 do not consider the statements
of the leader of the Opposition of any
importance, but, if it will satisfy him, he
cen have my assurance that no commissions
are paid to any member of this party in
connection with the flotation of loans.

Mr. Vowrrs: How do you know?
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Question—That £23,254 only (3r. Swayne’s
amendment) be granted—put; and the Com-
mittee divided ;—

Axes, 17,

Mr, Barnes, G. P Mr.

,, Brand 4

,» Clayton by

,»  Corser '

., Elphinstone s Sizer
,» Kelso ., Swayne
,, Xerr ., Vowles
,, King ., Warren

., Logan

Pellers: dr. Kelso and Mr. Sizer.

NaEs, 28,
Mr. Barber . Hanson
,, Bertram .., Hynes
,,» Bruce ,, Kirwan
,» Buleock .. Land
,, Carter ., Larcombe
,, Colling s Llewelyn
., Cooper, W. Lioyd
,» Dash ,, Mullan
,, Farrell ,, Payne
,» Ferricks ,, Ricrdan
,, Foley ,, Smith
., Gilday ,, Wellington
,, Gillies ., Wilson
,, Oledson ,, Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Dash ana r. Foley.

Patrs
AYES. Nors.

Mr. Barnes, W. 1L My, Wright
.o Tayler 5 Conroy
., Appel ,.  Stopford
,»  Deacon .. Conper, T. A,
,, Edwards ,,  ddartley

Walker ., Bedford

Resolved in the negative.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxl¢y): I see that
on this vote there is an item “ Empire Par-
liamentary Association—Contribution towards
Cost of Publications—#£100.”” This appeared
on the Hstimates for the first occasion last
vear, and vou may remember, sir, that during
the last scssion of Parvliament we held a meet-
ing in Parliament Housc and expressed the
desire to form a branch of the Empire Parlia-
mentary Association, in connection with which
this vote of £100 is for literature. I should
ba glad if the Premier would give us some
information as to what has happrned to that
proposed branch of the association. Per-
sonally. as the ex-Premier, Mr. Theodore. did
at the time, I attach quite a lot of importance
to the formation of the branch in making s
link in the various parliamentary associntions
throughout the Empire. Literature comes {o
hon. members regularly. and I for one would
be glad to hear from the Prewnier whether
anvthing has happened in that regard.

The PREMIE (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Encham): I assure hon. members that the
matter has not been overlooked. Only a

counle of daws age I discussed th> matter

with the Speaker, and it is proposed to call

a meeting to carry the matter o stage further.
Ttem (Legislative Assembly) agreed to.

[7.30 p.m.]

PREMIER AND CHIEF SECRETARY—CHIFF OFFICE.
The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,

Facham): T beg to move—

“ That £13.190 be granted for ¢ Chief
Office—Premier and Chief Secretary’s
Department.’ ”

This vote shows an increase of £913, which
is made up of increases in salaries.

Mr. CORSER (Burnetl): 1 would like to
draw the Premier’s attention to the method
of appointing justices of the peace through-

Mr, Corser.]
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out the State. I represent a district where
hundreds of new settlers are being placed
on land adjacent to railway proposals run.
ning out 140 to 150 miles from Rannes and

60 from DMonto, and in that large area
naturally great inconv are  suf-
fered by settiers who w to sign papers
or maks applications to the Agricultural

Banl if there are no justices of the peaca
available throughout the avca. It is only
in exceptional ecircumstances that 100 new
settlers are placed in an area within a fow
months, and it is impossible to moet their
requirements in the matter of justices of the
peace if the parliamentary representative is
limited to nominating three men for appoint-
ment every quarter. It is claimed that
three nominations a quarter are sufficient
for the old electorates, but, when you have
new territory being settled Ly new people,
all requiring souie attention in these matters,
it 1s impos:sible to {fulfil all requirements in
that area as well as provide the necessities
in the older districts if one is limited to
threo‘nominations a quarter., I find, too,
that in some instances when I have nomi-
nated fifteen residents in this arew through
the Local Producers’ Association only one
of these has been appointed by the Chief

Seeretary’s  Department and possibly  two
have been appointed from older districts and
towns  where they are certainly net so

urgently required, and, on top of that, there
are probably three political appointments at
the request of Labour organisation in the
district. I want to protest against 1he hard-
ship that these new settlers arve enduring
through the men I have nominated not being
appointed, when we know that industrialists
can have appointments made through the
local Labour organisations in centres where
there are enough justices of the peace
already. I endeavoured to secure the assist.
ance of the Seeretary for Public Lands in
this regard when he was acting as Chief
Secretary, and on 6th July last I wrote to
the Under Secrotary, Chief Secretary’s
Department, in answer to a question as to
whether I had any objection to two more
nominees of the Labour organisation. From
fifteen to ecightcen nominations have been
sent in from these new areas by local pro-
ducers’ associations, vet industrial organisa-
tions can nominate men from towns and have
them appointed in a couple of weeks. This
1s my answer to the Chief Secretary's Depart-
ment, and it is self-explanatory—
““The Under Secretary,

Chief Secretary’s Department,

Brisbane.
. “To-day I have yours of the 4th
mstant ivforming me that My, —— of

—— has been recommended for appoint-
ment as a justice of the peace and ask.
ing if T have any objection.

“T do object for the reason that soveral
L.¥.A’s in the Upper Burnett and Cal-
lide have asked me to nominate certain
of theiy members. Many of these have
been nominated by me months ago and
not yet appointed. Some L.P.A.s who
wrote you direct were informed they
must secure nomination through their
State member.  This is the treatment
meted oub to L.P.A.’s, and they naturaily
resent the preference given fo political
nominations similar to the one in ques-
tion. I was not asked by your Depart-
ment if I objected to the I.P.A. nomi-
nations.

[Myr. Corser.
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“ About two wecks ago I suggested to
the Minister for Lands, who was at the
time Acting Chief Scerctary, that these
L.P A, nominees of the Callide and
Upper Buroett be put through by the
Governmenr, as it was Impossible for me
to sccure their appointment with my
right s a private member limited fo
three each quart At the DMinister’s
request 1 left a list of the nominations
with him, ecxpecting they are to put
through this quarter. They are a natural
corollary to the scttlement and should
bs provided in the scheme,

“ No doubt my reply to your question
eould not yoach Brizbane before the
appointment I am asking about is made.
This has been done before. I oppose any
nominati til the L.P.A, nominations
are appointed. There were then and are
pow many in that arca who have no
J. s within miles of thom, and I am
asking for assistance for them at the
request of thelr L.P.As,

“ Yours faithfully,
“ BerNarRD FI. Comsir.”

At the last quarterly revision I secured three
nominations, but unfortunately none of the
names were put through. I would draw the
attention of the Chief BSecretary to the
urgent wnecessity of granting this ordinary
convenience to the settlers who have been
placed in large numbers in the Upper Bur-
nett, I ask that the assistance which these
justices of the peace could give should be
at once provided. The only nominations
that have bern submitted by me to the Chief
Seeretary’s Department arve from the local
producers’ assocciations in the area, and I
naturally resent Labour nominees being
appointed at the request of Labour organisers
from time to time while the nominations of
the settlers are pushed aside.

Mr. MORGAN (Mwridla): Other hon.
members on this side have a similar com-
plaint to that made by the hon. member for
Burnett. There was a case recently where
a workers’ political organisation in my
clectorate nominated no less than six men,
and the whole six were appointed in one
list, while the member of Parliament for the
district is limited to three. The workers’
political organisation—which is an insignifi-
cant institution—could nominate six men and
get the appointments put through at one
time. The local producers’ association or
the council endeavoured to nominate people.
but their nominations were refused, and they
were told that any nominations should come
through the member for the district. That
was a proper answer to give to the local
producers’ association or the district council,
but why is not similar action taken in connec-
tion with Labour political organisations? I
feel sure that, if the political organisations,
independent of those supporting the Govern-
ment party, made recommendation, they
would be told that the nominations must
come through the ordinary channel, but the
workers’ political organisations are not told

that.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: There
is no such body as a workers’ political

organisation now.

Mr. MORGAN : If the Labour party were
not in power, and we had an organisation
in  connection with the Country party
throughout the State, a complaint would be
made if those organisations were allowed to
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nominate indiscriminately, as the workers’
political organisations arve allowed to do.
If hon. members opposite were sitfing 1n
opposition, they would object strenuously to
the occurrence of such things.

I would also like to ask the Premier a
question in regard to his expenses, partl-
culars of which were tabled this session. Ilis
expenses were:—Allowances, £206; hotel
expenses, £218; car hire and incidentals,
£203; total. £728. 1 would like to know
whether he drew an allowance over and
above his salary and hotel expenses and
motor-car hire when he was engaged in the
electoral contest lately in New South Wales
when he was assisting his brother as well as
other Labour candidates. It is only right
that hon. members should know. I am very
pleased to know that after many years we
have succeeded in getting an account of
ministerial travelling ewpenscs tabled ecach
vear. I do not care which party is in power,

we have a right and the public have a right -

to know how much has been cxpended by
Ainisters in the discharge of their public
duties, and ‘those expenses ought ‘to be
audited by the Auditor-General, and., 1if
members so desire, the vouchers should be
placed on the table.

The Srorrrary FoR Pueric Works: That is
a reflection on the Auditor-General,

Mr. MORGAN: It may be, but does he
make a report on ministerial expenses?

The Secrerary ror Pusiic Works: Of
course he does.

Mr. MORGAN: He doecs not.

The SrcreTaRY FOR PusrLic Woemrks: He
does so.

Mr. MORGAN: Does he report to the

House or to Ministers? I have not seen his
veport, and I have yet to learn that there
is such a report in connection with these
expenses, I quite agree that, when Ministers
travel through the State they are cntitled
to hotel expenses legitimately incurred. We
on this side recognise that, but those
expenses should not be hidden from the tax-
payers, who have to meet them. No Minister
who has nothing to hide and thas not received
money ‘‘ under the cush” need fear to expose
the facts to the light of day.

Hon. W. BERTRAM: You know that the
Auditor-General audits every account.

Mr, MORGAN: T do not know whether the
hon. gentleman knows anything about it
any moro than anybody else. He has a lot
to say about these matters., but he is not
in the chair, but is occupying the seat of
an ordinary member, and he cannot now call
me to order. Whether the Auditor-General
examines these vouchers or net, I defy tho
hon. gentleman to show me where he has
made referonce to them in his report.

The PreviEr: There is
make reference to them.

_ Mr. MORGAN: What is the good of say-
ing that?

The Szorerary ror Pupiic VWomrs: He
made reference to the 1912 expenditure by
the Denham Government.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. 3IORCAN : I have always been open-
minded on these matters. If a Minister is
drawing them legitimately, I have no objec-
tion to make; but we have a right to know

10 oceasion to
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just how they have been incurred, and in
some cases—although we have not been able
to prove it—we have had suspicions. No
doubt when hon. members opposite were
sitting over here, they were suspicious that
the cxpenses in some instances were not legi-
timately incurred. I do not hold a brief
for previous Ministers or say that they in-
curred only legitimate expenses. I know
cases in which they did not, and I am sorry
to have to say it; but simply because expenses
were illegitimately incurred by previous
Ministers that is no justification for hiding
the expenses of Ministers of to-day, and the
sooner we know definitely how and for what
reason these expeuses have been incurred the
better it will be for all concerned. If the
Premier «rew expenses when he was clec-
tioneering in New South Wales it was an
illegitimate use of public funds, and he
ought to be made to refund the money,

A Minister who uses public funds for his
own purpose or uses them for cntertaining
people who have no right to be entertained,
or for paying a candidate’s expenses which
otherwise would have to be paid by his
organisation, should be presceuted, and, if
necessary, treated as an ordinary criminal,
for he is really a pickpocket taking money
out of the coffers of the State, and is nothing
more ov less than a common criminal. I am
pleased to say that the ex-Premier was the
first Minister to disclose his expenses, and
now that the system of disclosing ministerial
expenses to Parliament each vear has been
instituted, I hope that it will continue for the
future. Ministers have a right to travel into
the country so that country people may inter-
view them and so that Ministers may know
the conditions under which country people
live, and, when they are asked to disclose
their expenses, there should be no desire fo
hide anything. The whole matter should be
openly disclosed, and, if necessary, the
vouchers should be laid on the table of the
House so that hon. members can judge for
themselves whether the expenditure has been
justifiably incurrcd.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I sincerely hope
that the time will arrive when the Ministers
in their own interests, when asked in respect
of their expenditure, will do what directors
of companies do when requested by share-
holders, and will place all their cards on the
table. If they do that, they will not be
open to suspicion.

The question of the appointment of justices
of the peace has been mentioned. In that
connection I desire to emphasise the remarks
of the hon. member for Burnett. I speak
rather feelingly on the subject because I have
had the same experience as he has had.
During the last session I had oceasion to
answer a Jetter sent to me by the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department asking if T had any objec-
tion to three persons being appeinted to the
commission of the peace. I replied asking the
(‘hief Sccretars for the name of the person
or persons who had nominated them—I had
an idea. I found that thev had been nomi-
nated by the local Australian Labour party,
and the Australian Labour party consisted
of o gentleman named Joseph Silver Collings,
who hed been touring my electorate as a
nolitica]l  organiser  distributing  political
favours in the form of T will appoint yea
a justice of the peace.”” The individual’s
chest began to swell out when he knew that
he was to be placed in that verv questionable
position of honour. I knew only one of the

Mr. Vowles.]
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three persons nominated, and my reply to
the department is on 1ec01d I could not
say whether the gentleman I knew was men-
tally fit for the position, and I told the
department so. The fact remains that certain
nominations that were made by what are
supposed to be non-political bodies in my
district—I refer to the Liocal Producers’ Asso-
ciations-—have been ignored. In certain towns
where there is a changing population, and
where a number of justices of the peace coma
and go, and where there is a scarcity of these
gentlemon such towns have not been honoured
by the department.

I asked only recentlv why one very
estimable person had nof been put on the
list, and I was informed that he had been
pla(wd in the background because three
nominations had alrcadv been gazetied.
When there are not sufficient justices of the

peace in the distriect I do mnot see why,
because a political organiser comes along
and distributes political favours in one

locality, the rest of the clectors should be
deprived of very necessary appointments. I
never make a nomination unless I am asked,
and invariably the request comes from an
inspector &f the State Insurance Department
or some public officer in the district—usually
a Crown Lands ranger—and the appoint-
ment is desired to serve remote centres of
population where signatures are required
to be witnessed. That hard-and-fast rule of
appointing three justices of the peace should
be overlooked +when requests come from
public officers and the nominces will serve
the district. I trust that the little discus-
sion we have had on this matter wiil bear
fruit, and that all political nominations will
come to hon. members in the ordinary course
of affairs. Other appointments have, as a
matter of courtesy, to come through the
member, but in certain cases, if the Labour
political organiser desires an appointment
and a nomination comes from headquarters,
it is honoured. The member is certainly
asked whether he objects to the appointment,
but T do not know if an hon. member has
objected in such cases.

My, Warrex: I have objected, but they
were appointed notwithstanding my objec-
tion.

 Mr. KELSO (Fundah): I would like a
little information on the custom ~ which

obtains with respect to the appointment of
justices of the peace. I was very interested
in the remarks of the hon. memher for
Dalby I, too, have been interested in
knowing why cmtam names  have been
placad on the list of justices of the peace,
beeause I understood that all nominations
had to come through the member for the

distriet. Nominations have come through
me, but from time to time I have found
that ether mnominations ure received and
deslt with by, the Chief Secretary, and 1
have found on inquiry that invariably the

nominecs were supporters of the ILabour
party. There should be some rule, such as
the hon. member for Dalby suggests, govern-
ing this matter.

Hon. W. Brrteav: Has any nomination
made by vou been turned down?

Mr. S1zerR: I have had some.
Mr. KELSO: I will not go so far as
that, but the rule that all nominations

should come through the member for the
district should be observed.

Mr. RoBERTS: The Government
that rule themselves. '

[Mr. Vowles.
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Mr., KELSO: It is certainly very em-
barrassing at times to discover that political
appointments have heen made to the list
of justices of the peace.

Reference has been made to the travelling
cxpenses of the Ministers. I cannot see
what the Auditor-General does to check the
expenses of Ministers. As an accountant I
do not think that the Auditor-General would
go into dstails when auditing the vouchers
of the Ministers. 1 understand that these
vouchers arc initialled by the Under Secrc-
tary of the department. I would like to
ask the Premicr whether it is a fact that
every Minister from the moment he leaves
Brisbane draws two guineas a day travelling
expenses in addition to hotel expenses and
motor-car hire?

Myr. Corser: That is right.
it is.  (Laughter.)

Mr. KELSO: The Minister ought to do
me the courtesy of answering my question
#0 that it may be on record.

The PrEMIER: Your “ Whip ” has replied.
As a member of the Public Works Commis-
sion, he draws his two guineas a day.

Mr. CORSER:
it.

Mr., KELSO: The members of the Public
Works Commission are appointed for a
certain specific purpose, and they draw two
guineas a day while they are cngaged on
that specific work. T take it that every
Minister of the Crown is paid £1,000 a year
for the work he does during the year. I
say deliberately that, if every "Minister draws
two guineas a day when he leaves Brisbane,
in addition to motor-car hire and inci-
dental e\ponses then he is paid unlawfully.
ITe has no right to such money unless it is
granted by Parliament. It would be all
very well 1f a list of expenses incurred were
made out and ratified by Parliament. It is
just adding a little more to what we have
to put up with each session.

I assure you

And pays his way out of

It would be very interesting if the Premier
would answer that little question about the
Northern Rivers trip. I am very interested
in that trip. The hon. member for Toowong
and I had some splendid mectings there.
While there I and other hon. members on
this side of the Chamber saw the lavish
way in which Ministers travelled. I under-
stand a matter of fact I know-—that
the Premier was there, as also were the
Sceretary for Railways, the Secretary for
Public Works. and the Attorney-General—
four Ministers of the Crown electioneering
in the Northern Rivers district of New South
Wales,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Ovrder! The
hon. member must deal with the vote for
the Chicf Office—Premier and Chief Secre-
tary’s Department.

Mr. KELSO: Cf course, if I cannot refer
to that matter, I must bow to your ruling,
Mr. Pollock. I was reforrving to the Chief
Seeretary. I hope the Premier will tell us
whether, as Chief Secrctary, when he leaves
town he is drawing two guineas a day in
addition to his salary. If so the hon. gentle-
man is drawing unauthorised expenditure.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): While on this
qu()atl()n I desire to ask the Premier a ques-
tion in regard to the item ¢ Incidental and
miscellaneous cxpenses, £5,000." Does the
hon. gentleman’s dopartment frank the
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expenses of members of the Labour party
when they are touring other States during a
political campaign? We are certainly
entitled to know, in face of the statement
that has been made in connection with the
extmoxdmaly extravagance that appears to
be in force in another section of the vote.
I repeat the question: Can the Premier
inform hon. members whether the £5,000
for * Incidental and miscellaneous expenses”
repressilts money paid to certain representa-
tives of his party to tour southern States
for the purposc of advocating their particu-
lar brand of politics?

WrigHT: I can answer that for you,
No.
‘v, MAXWELL: Von are not the Pre-
mier, I am asking the Premier.

Mr. MORGAN (3 urilla): We have asked
«a cortain guestion, and we should receive
an answer. We have asked the Premier if he
drew expenses during his electioneering
travels in New South Wales. We are not
asking for the definite amount. The hon.
gentleman may unot be able to tell us off-

hand, but did he draw his expenses while
electioneering in New South Wales? I
understand  that  Ministers draw  three

guineas a day allowance when they are out
of the State. It seems that Ministers also
charge hotel expenses, motor-car hire, and
incidentals to the State, and It appears to
me that that three guineas should not be
allowed them in addition, because Ministers
apparenitly do not meet any expenscs out
of their own pockets. A Minister puts the
three guineas into his pocket, draws his
£1.000 as well, and charges all his expenses
to the State. It appears to me that a good
way to make money would be

[8 pm.] to go out of thc Stafe for a few

weeks and draw three guineas

a day and get all living expenses pmd as
well. ” The Premier should follow the cxamplc
of his predecessor, Mr. Theodore, who vas
always ve outspoken, and at all ’rlm(
gave us all the information that we desired.
It was generally understood that the late
Premier was not extravagant in the mdtter
of expenses; in fact his dxpenses were.always
lower than tho sc of any other Minister.
It wouldr be a good thing if the present
Premier were to adopt that prmcmlo and
ack siralghhmwardlv in  the matter of
expenses.  fle should not hide anytl iing in
]11~ regard, A good example set by the
}’ ier would be followed by the pest of
the team.  We hope the hon. gentleman will
not remain dumb, but will give us the
information we desire. If the hon. gentle-
san will not give us the infrymaiion on

i s vote, we shall have to axk a quoestion
in the Fouse in the ordinary way.
The PrEMIER: You riight not gain any-
thing by that, becanse the Minivter could
:
vefuse to reply.
Mr. 2IORGAN: If the Minister did not
reply straightforwardly and honestly, people

wmutll* would be suspiciouns. I trust the
hon. gentlesan will let us know svhether ov

ot he did draw cxpenses and traveiling
allowanes uring the time he was elec-
tioncering in wo South W ales.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Giilies,
Fachaw) : In order that the hon. member

may not lose any sleep, I desire to inform
hiol that I did not draw three guineas a
-day when in New South Wales, but I alwayvs
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have and always will continue to draw what
T am entitled to as cxpenses as a Minister
when doing the public work of the country.
Possibly the hon. member will not be satis-
fied with any reply I make or that any

Tinister may make, and I suggest to him
that during the first week after he becomes
a Minister, instead of attending to his
ministerial duties, he spend the time looking

up the vouchers in conncction with the
expenscs of his predecessor.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): Mr. Pollock—

A Coveryyext MeMmBER: Another justice

of the peace wanted? (Laughter.)

Mr. FRY : I will give you all the justices
ol the peace you want.

Mre. Corring: Give us something big this
SCAsI0N.

Mr. FRY: The hon. member for Bowen
wants me to give him something big—I
give him this: ‘ Incidental and miscel-
laneous expenses, £5,000,” and no vouchers
to back it!

Ay, MoOmeax:
something big.

Ministers” expenses are

Mr., FRY: The Premier’s expenses last
vear amounted to £728 13s. 8d. 1Is that big,
or is if only a trifle? Is it only a trxﬂe

compaved to the big amount that we cannot
find? We would like to see_those vouchers,
and probably after seeing the vouchers the
people who sent us here would glve us some-
thing bigger and give us the Government
benches.

My, Corwiyg: IHave you
Appel’s trip to the North
Home Sccretary, which cost over £800?

Mr. FRY: I have hcard of something
clse. £728 13s. 8d. was the amount of the
Premier’s expenses last year, and, in addi-

‘1

heard of Mr.
when he was

tion, we have neidental and miscellancous
cxpenses, £5,000.7 We want to know some-
thing about that.

Mr. Cotrixs: That is what you rall
“ big.”

Mr. FRY : Of course it is a bigger amount

than the hon. member is dl"m ing at present.
Probably that is one of the reasons why he
is making so much noise,

Mr, W. Cooprer: Perhaps that is what is
the matter with yvou, too.

AMr. FRY : When I get into that position,

shall be the first to put all the vouchers
on the table so that hon. members can sce.

My, W. Coor That is. a joy not in
store for you.

Mr. FRY: It docs not matter what the
future may hold in stove for me, but at th(\
next election the hon. member vn]l aot t!
bi surprise of his life. I think that the
i ﬂm Premier is unsa%isfactory‘ i
imggest that “the leader of the Opposition
bould approach the Premier with a view
to gctting the vouchers placed on the table
%0 t‘m* we may examine them. If we could
e the vouchors—or pothaps if the
od which is in ghalgc of the Premier
50 *rtm‘ by the leader of the Oppositinn
\on]d find out wheve the money goes to.
ould find out whether any of the mor

ed in_an improper way for party political
trds. We cannct find {hat out now becsuse
wo cannot sce the vouchers, which are care-
iy hidden away.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : 1T would draw the
attention cof the Premier to ancther matter

Mr. Corserd
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which has a very important bearing on some
of our institutions, particularly Dunwich.
We have a provision in the vote for the
visiting justice. I think that everything
should be done to assist the inmates of the
institution in making complaints to the visit-
ing justice to get things put right.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowsomba): 1 want
to sce a different method adopted by the
Premier when he is travelling in the elec-
torates. Some alteration should be made in
fairness to members who represent the differ-
ent constitucncies. We know that in days
past, when the Premier of the day was going
into an clectorate which happened to he
represented by Labour, he would do the repre-
sentative the courtesy of informing him that
he was paving a visit to his clectorate and
ask him to accompany him.

Reference has been made to the money
which is expended by the Premier in connec-
tion with expenditure from this vote while he
is travelling in the electorates. I have no
fault to find with that expenditure, as I
recognise that a Minister of the Crown, whean
travelling on public business, is not expected
to pav his expenses out of his own pocket:
but when he 1s going through an electorate
he might excreise the courtesy of informing
the member beforehand, even 'if he is an
Opposition member, and thus afford him =n
opportunity of making representations on the
occasion of the visit. I take exception to tha
tactics adopted by the Ministers of the Crown
for many vears past, which have become worse
and worse in this respect. I have no objection
to the Minister incurring reasonable travel-
ling expenses, but I would appreciate the
courtesy of being informed when he is about
tn tour the electorate which I represent.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qucenton): It is very
amusing to hear the hon. member for East
Toowoomba tallk about the attitude of pre-
vious Ministers and previous Premiers to-
wards members of the Opposition. On more
than one occasion-=in fact on dozens of occa-
sions—when hon. members opposite were in
power, members of the fpposition never
received the slightest indication whatever
that Ministers were coming into their eclec-
torates.

Mr. Roserts: They always did.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They did not. In
fact, in quite a number of instances the
people who rteceived the Minister or the
Premier in a particular town went out of
their way to prevent the local member, if
he was a member of the Opposition, from
appearing too much, and endsavoured to keep
him -in the background. Although, perhaps,
it is only a fair thing that a Minister who
is going into an elecctorate should have the
courtesy to intimate to the member con-
cernied that such is his intention, to sav that
it used to be done under the previons Govern-
ment is absolutely untrue,  In many cases
Ministers had not the slightest vegard for
what was courteous in that respect. and to
say that the Covernment to-day should do
what previous Governments did in this re-
spect is totally unsound.

Ly, KERR {(Fnoggers): T would like an
intimation from the Premier on a rather
important point. I take it that he gives
instructions as to the preparation of the
Estimates, and I would li%e to learn from
him whether all the increases indicated on
them date from 1st July last. We know
that a large number of the more highly-paid

[Mr. Corser.
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officers received increasecs in November last
year, and throughout the Estimates we find
that such officers are to recelve increases this
year. Is it the intention, as set out in the
listimates, to pay those increases from Ist
November next or from 1st July last? If
from 1lst November next, the Estimates are
absolutely misleading, -

The PreMigrR: The new classification took:
place last November.

Mr. KERR: Then the increases will not
be paid until next November?

The PrEMIER : The increases will date from
1st November next.

Mr. KERR: Then any increases printed in
the schedule as dating from 1lst July are
incorrect. T hope the Premier will make
sonie inquiries, because I intend to ventilate:
the matter when the Public Service Commis-
sloner’s vote is being discussed.

Ttem {Chief  Office—Chief
Departiment) agreed to.

Secretary’s

AGENT-GENERAL FOR THE STATE.
The PREMIER (Hen. W. N, Gillics,
Fushamyj: 1 beg to move—
“That £12,625 be granted for ‘ Agent-
(leneral for the State.” ”

Mr. MORGAN (MHurille): I rcad the
Agent-General’s  report with very much
pleasure, I think it is one of the finest

reports we have ever had from any Agent-
(leneral, at any rate for the last ten years.
Very fine information with respect to the
meat industry of Queensland was furnished
in that report disclosing that the prices
realised for Queensland beef in Great Britain
have been higher than during any period
for the last ten or twelve years. In spite of
that, the producer is uot receiving sufficient
to defray the cost of production, which is
proof positive that. whilst prices have
mercased in Great Britain, the producer is
not receiving his fair share of that increase.
Why should the producer be asked to produce
beef at a loss when it is being sold wholesale
in London at a price exceeding that ever
previously realised in the history of the meat
industry ? This is a very important matber,
and calls for inquiry on the part of the
Government. The meatworks may claim
that the overhead expenses are high, that the
shipping charges are responsible, or that
wages in the industry have increased so con-
siderably that they have eaten very much
into the profits. If there ave people making
undue profits, then it is the duty of the
Jovernment to protect the producer and see
that no undue profits are made. Here is the
second largest industry in Queensland, from
which the Government have received an
enormous amount of revenue in good seasons.
and a considerable amount of revenue in bad
seqasons through railway freights. ete. Surely
the Premier can devots a portion of the
moner required for the administration of the
Profitecring Prevention Act towards holding
a publie inquiry into the true position of the
producer and the consumer in the mcab
induster. The meatworks treat us with con-
terpt, and have refused to meet @z in con-
fererea.

The PreuIER: Doss the hon. gentleman
desire an inguiry into local pricss or over-
sea prices?

Mr. MORGAN: I would like the Govern-
ment to appoint a Royal Commission to
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jrquire into beth local prices and prices
overseas. Here we have an industry of such

dimensions that it will have treated 550,000
head of cattle—the greatest number ever
slaughtered in the history of Queensland—
before the season closes. Yet, in face of this,
the producers are carrying on their business
at a loss. The Government arc aware of that
from their experience on their own State
stations, where last year they showed a loss
of $£110.000. When cattle are produced at
less than the cost of production something is
wrong, and the cquestion is what is wrong.
T= it a fact that those haudling our beef
are making too much profit. or arc the over-
head expenses too great?

The Seorerary voR PusLic Laxps: Or have
the owners paid £10 or £12 a head for their
cattle and over-capitalised their runs?

Mr. MORGAN: High prices were paid
in some individual cases.

The SecreTARY roR PusLic Laxps: Did the
State pay a high price?

Mr. MORGAN : Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps:
a number of private people.

Mr. MORGAN: That is so, but cattle on
the State stations were last year written
down as low as £3 13s. per head.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask the hon.

So did

member to connect his remarks with the
vote
Mr. MORGAN: I will do so in connec-

tion with the vote for the Commissioner of
Prices.

The Previr: We are now discussing the
vite for the Agent-General.

Mr. MORGAN: It is the same thing.
I am now referring to the report made by
the Agent-General. It is a very fine report
m every respect. He enumerates the prices
brought by meat for many years, but, inde-
pendent of that, I ask the Premicr to hold
a public inquiry into all phases of the indus-
try. I would also like the Premier to cause
the Agent-General to cable weckly reports
with respect to the markets for butter, wheat.
cheese, meat, and other produce. These
reports could be handed to the Press, and thus
~irculated. At the present time reports are
published in the Press every week or month.
but we do not know their origin. For all
we know, they may be the inspired reports
of people interested in the markets overseas,
and they might be misrepresenting the value
of the produce to the producers. If those
reports came from the Agent-General, we
would have confidence in them. That is not
asking too much of that official. The amount
of £1,600 is set down in the vote for the
salary of the Agent-General, while an addi-
t‘onal £11.125 is provided for clerical assist-
ance, stationery. etc. Reports may be
received from the Agent-General at the
nresent time. but, if they are, they must
b2 pigeon-holed. :

Mr. KELSO (Vundah): I have a distinct
rocollection that the ex-Agent-General made
n public statement that a lot of *“ graft”
vs going on in the office of the Agent-
Ceneral, and that the position was only a
sirecure.

Myr. PETERSOX :
was not wanted.

Mr. KELSO: In justice to the staff, the
Tre~isr should cawvse the present Agent-

1925—3 &

Il¢ also said the office
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General—who iz taking his duties very
seriously—to make a report on the stafe-
ments made publicly by the ex-Agent-General.
It is only fair to the staff that the Agent-
General should report whether any grounds
exist for those statements.

My, Dasu:
* Standard 7

My. KELSO: No; I am referring fo the
remarks of the ex-Agent-Gencral, and they
were made last year. That gentleman may
have been suffering from pique at the time,
and possibly his remarks cannot be sub-
stantiated. At the same time, those remarks
cast a reflection on the staff, and it is only
fair thar the Premier should institute in-
quiries into the matter to exonerate the staff.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 support the
remarks of the hon. member for Nundah.
Last vear the reason given for the resigna-
tion of Mr. Fihelly was ** Personal and
private.” Had the matter stopped at that.
perhaps no questions would have arisen, but
Mr. Fihelly made the statement—

1 was fed up with the job. that was
all. I had too little to do, and too long
to do it in. The job was a sinecure, and
overrun with graft.” .

Did you see that in the

We must realise that the ex-Agent-General
made a -tatement that he would submit a
report to Cabinet.

The Prexizr: Where did you get all that
information from—the Tory Press?

Mr. KERR; No, it all appeared in the
¢ Standard.””  Surely in the circumstances,
and more especially after the remarks of the
leader of the Opposition, when he pointed
out that a branch of the Australian Labour
party had raked up a question as to who
was drawing commission out of the fluiation
of loans, the matter merits investigation.
Mr. Fihelly is a responsible officer of the
T.abour party and a representative of the
Australian Labour party with aspirations to
enter the Federal Parliament. Those state-
menis were made seriously so that the atten-
tion of the public would be drawn to them.
The office of the Agent-General cost us
nearly £13,000 last vear. There arc sixteen
officers there. the salaries of the higher-paid
men ranging from £300 to £680 a year. Is
it that they are receiving * graft’ in addi-
tion to their salaries? What is behind the
matter? Did Mr. Fihelly resign because of
something that he was unable to take on. or
did he exhibit pique because he thought the
Premier went to England to do something
he thought he should do? We are entitled
to have some cxplanation.

There is another point. As I said, there
are some sixteen officers in the Agent-
General’s Office. Some of those officers are
highly capable, but, with the exception of the
Agent-General himself and. T understand, the-
seoretary. not one is a Queenslander—thoe
others arc all Englishmen. The report from
the office states that there are numerous
inquiries as to immigration, and as to our
timber. cotton, and sugar industries, and
other matters relating to our State and
Australia generally. It is stated in the

report that thesc officers deal

[8.30 p.m.] with intending immigrants, and’

they have to explain the pros-
pects and the advantages of Queensland. and
T venture to say thev are not capable of
giving true accounts to people who desire

. Mr. Kerr.]
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1o come here. If we had a Queenslander in
that officc, he would make a much wiser
and better selection, and be able to tell the
intending * settler the exact conditions he
would have to contend with in Queensland.

My, WRIGHT: A very small percentage of
immigrants go to the Agent-General's Office.

V. KERR: The hon. member is only an
jmniigrant himself. He has only been here
a few weeks.

Mr. WriGHT: That is .why I know more
about it than you.

Mr. KERR: The Agent-General says that
forty per day call at the office for informa-

tion. That must be untrue if what the
hon. gentleman says 18 right.
The PREMIER: Do you not know that the

Agent-General and the Secretary are both

Quecnslanders

Mr. KERR : That is so, and I have said it,
but there are fourteen others there who are
drawing high salaries, and their job is to
interview intending immigrants, and it 18
essential that they should have a knowledge
of our State and a knowledge of our outlook
in life. Mr. Theodore agreed with that view-
point, but no action has been taken. The
Premier should take immediate action In
that regard. We have the officers here with
the necessary knowledge, and they should
be sent to the Agent-General’s Office, where
they would be of some advantage to the
State.

The $EcRETARY For PuBLic Laxps: A lot of
officers in Brisbane have never been outside
Brisbane.

My, KERR: That may be so, but you
would not select such an officer as that

to go to England. The Government should
selecet the very best man that is offering for
the job—a man who has travelled all over
Quecnsland., and one who knows all about
1t.

The SpcreTary FoR PuBLic Laxps: How
long would you have him remain there?
You would have to change him every three
or four ycars.

Mr. KERR: It would pay us to do that.
and it is only right that we should do it.
It would only mean a small expense, after
all is said and done, as the fare home and
back would only require to be paid once
in three years.

There is one other point that I should like
again to stress in regard to the Agent-
General’s Office.  The office is situated at
410 Strand, London, and I want to impress
on the new Premier, who perhaps may be
going home next year, though probably, as
there is an clection coming on, he may not
have an opportunity of going. The Premier
after the next clection may be the leader
of the Opposition, the hon. member for
Aubigny. Let us hope it will be that hon.
member; but I do suggest that whoever
goes should look into the situation of the
Agent-General’s Office. It is situated in a
place that may be passed by many millions
of people, but all business people, so far as
I coull see when I was in London, went to
Australia House for information, and, when
they asked for literature concerning Queens-
land, they were referred to 410 Strand, and
a large percentage of them no doubt never

[Mr. Kerr.
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went near the place. The separate States
are more or less unknown to the general
population in Ingland, but they know
Australia generally, and it is to Australia
ITouse that they go, and, in turn, they
have to be referred to the Queensland office
in an isolated part of the Strand.

The SECRETARY TOR DuBLIC LANDS
Jected.

Mr. KERR: I understand that an unfor-
tunate occurrence took place at Mount
(iravatt in connection with a recent arrival,
but because ome person is incriminated in
such a way you cannot blame the others.
Again, consumption is a difficult disease to
find out, as you cannot diagnose it. A lot
of people come out to Queensland with the
intention of getting cured of that disease,
but. unless they tell the medical officer, he
cannot find out whether they have got
“T.1B.," and will have to do the best possible
under those conditions.

inter-

There is another point I wish 1o stress.
T would suggest that the Premier should
take up quarters for the Agent-General in
Australia House, because it will be cheaper
to do so. The lease of the Strand building
has ten years to run, and the leasehold
value has improved during the occupancy of
the present Agent-General. we cannot
get the lease cancelled, we can sublet the
place at a much higher rent than we are
paying. It would certainly be wise to
remove to Australia House.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Laxns: Have
vou got your eye on the Agent-General's

j10b?  (Laughter.)
Mr. KERR: No, but I was fortunate

enough to visit Australia House on many
cecasions. I had a difficult job to find our
Agent-General’s office.

The SecretTary For PusLic Laxns: Did

vou find any other interesting places in
London ?

Mr. KERR: Yes.

If the hon. gentleman

went  there, he would also find  them.
(Laughter.) 1 suggest that the Premicr

should consider the question of sending Home
higher-paid officials to replace those in the

TLondon office.  They should be Queens-
tanders. brought up in our own public
service. ITe should also remove the present

office from the Strand to Australia House.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE (Oxley): 1 certainly
cendorse what the hon, member for Enog-
gera has said as to the wisdom of sending
home periodically men who are .closely con-
versant with Queensland conditions. It is
quite true, as the Premier has said. that our
Agent-General and the Secretary are Queens-
landers; but the secretary is a permanent
officer. How long is it since he was in
Queensland ?

The PreMizr: A good many years,
At 8.40 p.m.,

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is a good many
vears. What does he know of the advances
which Queensland has made in that time?
‘What does he know of the development which
has taken place? What does he know of the
cotton industry, and things of that nature
in which conditions have altered as compared
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with the time when he was here? I cqrtainl;r
think that an exchange of officers is well
worthy of consideration.

I am of opinion that the Agent-General's
office could be made a tremendous power for
good, but I do not think that the Agent-
General is in some ways given the responsi-
bility to which he is entitled. Just as an
illustration, let me say that, when I was in
England, I wanted to nominate five people
to come to Queensland. Although I was weil
known as a Queenslander, my nominations
were not accepted, and the Agent-General
stated that the power to do so had been taken
from him and they could only be accepted
by cabling for authority. That was done—
there was some urgency in the matter-—and
authority was immediately given. When an
office which is costing something like £13.009
per annum is not able to accept nominations
from well-known Queenslanders of Britishers
desirous of coming over here, surely some-
thing is wrong. That clearly indicates the
point I am trying to make, that sufficient
responsibility is not placed on these officers
in London. They are afraid to move. and
that being so Queensland is not getting any-
thing like the return from the office which it
should secure. In my judgment it is a busi-
ness office, and it should be maintained with
the business acumen which Is associated with
such institutions.

There are one or two points in the report
to which I wish to vefer. On the first page
it is said with regard to the Wembley Iixhibi-
tion—

““ Some excellent films sent over by the
Department of Agriculture were, unfor-
tunately, too late to be shown at the
exhibition, which closed before their
arrival from Queensland.”’

Where is the business in that? It is indicative
of what generally happens. Queensland is
too late, except when it comes to borrowing
money. On page 3 the Agent-General says—

. ‘“A general pamphlet on the timber
industry would be most useful for distribu-
tion to inquirers.”

You go into the Agent-General’s office and
vou find a very big display of Queensland
timbers, very attractive to look at, but therc
is no literature which any inquirer can take
away giving him information as to what the
timbers are useful for and in what quantities
they are to be obtained. T just want to refer
to that, because we are expending a consider-
able sum of money, but we are not finishing
the job, and we could get a much better
return if these details were attended to.

Another poinl to which the Agent-Ceneral
calls attention is this—

“It would be a convenience if an
up-to-date list of exporters of Queensiand
products ‘could be printed and copies
forwarded to this office for distribution to
inquirers.”

That is a very sensible suggestion. We want
to provide a market for our goods, and the
way in which the idea of preference 1s spread-
ing over the Empire makes people in England
desirous of purchasing Queensland products.
The thing is to enable the importer to be
able to put his finger on the exporter at this
end. and these things could be attended to if
areater responsibility were given to the Agent-
General, and the list asked for supplied.

I should be very sorry to think that there
was any truth in the statements which have
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been made about ** graft” in the Agent-

General’s office. I saw no indication whatever
that anything was improperly conducted there.
I believe the officers conscientiously try to dao
the right thing, but they are handicapped
I firmly belicve that, if the Agent-General
was given this greater authority, there would
be no need to complain that the job had no$
sufficient in it to occupy a man’s full time.
Every member of Parhament who goes to
England sincerely desirous of advocating
Queensland’s claim ecan find occupation for
every minute of his time, and, if that is so,
[ am quite certain the Agent-General can dig
in and find out a means of popularising this
country, and have profitable occupation for
his time if he sets about it in the right way.
The Agent-General’s office is all right, bus
he should have greater authority, and, if
that were given him, [ am quite sure the
State would obtain a better return for the
money which is spent every year.

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): The report by the
Agent-General is very creditable, and omne
for which he should receive due recognition
I notice that the report dealing with the
trade of the office for the year 1924 shows
that the indent work amounted to £180,000,
whilst the sales on behalf of Queensland
smounted to £84.000. The report states—

> During the past year eight-five
indents were received from the State,
of an approximate f.ob. value of
£180,000, and comprised work from:—
Main Roads Board, Government Chemi
cal Laboratory, University of Queens.
land, Railway Department, State Stores
Board. Department of Public Instrue-
tion, Department of Public Health,
Treasury, Harbours and Rivers Depart-
ment, Portmaster, Brisbane, Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Stock, Home
Secretary’s  Department, Metropolitan
Fire Brigades” Board, Governmens
Analyst, Chief Seerctary’s Department,
and Marine Department.”

Here we have the State Government buying
£180,000 worth of goods through the Agent-
General's office in London. I would like
to know the details of those purchases, and
whether those goods could not have been
produced here, I contend that the Agent-
General should be a general agent. Iivery
man in the American diplomatic service 1s
a commercial agent. He has instructions
to keep his home office supplied with the
fullest details as to the opportunities for
increasing and cxpanding American indus-
trics. Their positions are not sinecures, and
they know that they are there to boom
American production and increase the sales
of American industries. What is our Agent-
General doing? Is he increasing the sales
of Queensland products? Is he obtaining
markets so we can increase the sale of our
products? London is the centre of the
commercial world, and the Agent-General is
there at the gates of the world. Probably
the Government have not afforded him the
necessary facilities for carrving out the work.
He should be provided with all the necessary
facilities for doing that work. Before the
present Agent-General left for his post in
England I said to him, * You have a chance
to make a name for yourself. Make your
department pay and show Quecensland what
vou are made of as a commercial man, We
look to you to show results.”” He replied,
“I will do everything I possibly can to help
our State along.” T want him to get a

My, Fry.]
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shance to make good. Is he getting a chance
;0 boom this State? The goods from Queens-
land sold in London through the office
amounted to £84,000, while the total amount
of the trading transactions amounted to
£264,000. The cost of doing that business
was approximately 4 per cent. The hon.
member for Bulimba made the asertion that
very few immigrants call at the office for
information.

Mr, WricHT: I said a small percentage.

3Ir. FRY : The Agent-General in his report
for the year under review states that the
callers for information averaged about forty
per dav. If we canuot get more than forty
people seeking information about this State
it a city like Tondon, especially during the
Wembley Exhibition, there is evidently some-
thing wrong. We made a great display at
that exhibition, and made the people of the
(:ld World sit up and take notice, but the
net vesults of all our expenditure and trouble
were a miserable forty callers per day at
the office out of the millions that live there.
The only irformation that we have to go
on is the official report of the Agent-General,
In the interests of the State and of himself,
I ask the Government to give him a chance:
and. if he requires the assistance of a capable
commercial man—I do not care to what
partr he belongs so long as he has the
ability-—such a mian should be appointed. We
do not want political interference or jobbery.
If such a man is appointed, he should be
able to put the claims of the State before
the world, and the State should back him up
by supplying him with a fair average sample
of our products. Any orders executed should
be fair standards of our products and not
shoddy stuff. 1t is not fair to send a man
to represent this great State in London and
provide him with picked samples and then
send peor quality goods to orders. All goods
sapplied should be true to sample. I am not
desirous of criticising the personnel of the
office. as I do not know it. The Agent-
General should know his staff, and, as his
report contains nothing to the contrary, we
mst presaine he is satisfied with it.  Kvery
hon. member must agree that it is the duty
of the stalf to maintain the spirit of the
people of Queensland and not the charac-
teristies of the people of the Old World, It
should be our desire to increase the work of
the office to such dimensions that the cost will
not be 4 per cent., but perhaps only } per
cent. We shall then know that the business
of the office and the State is being increased.
The State will know by the results that it
is a profitable office. and this vote would be
passed. =0 far as I am concerned., with more
readiness than I vote for it to-night.

COLLINS (Bowen): I am very
pleased to read the Agent-General’s report
for the current year. I am also very pleased
with the criticism in regard to that report
which has emanated from hon. members oppo-
site. What T am most interested in in the
report appears on pages 8 and 9, in connec-
tion with frozen meat. We as a State are
keenly interested in the matter owing to the
number of cattle stations that we own at
present.  On page 9 there is a very interest-
ing t+bhle—interesting to me at any rate. I
find that the whole of Australia sent to the
United Kingdom in 1924, 60,164 tons of frozen
meat and Argentine—which 1 understand is
Australia’s principal competitor—sent 578,347
tons. 'The money value to Australia was

[Mr. Fry.
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£3,450,466, while the money value of that
irozen meat to the Argentine was £27,646,172.

I remember some years ago getting up in
this Chamber and pointing out that, instead
of sending all our products to London, which
we do as a rule—{ondon, London, London,
as if it were the only market in the civilised
world—it would be better for us to pay some
atteution to Continental countries. 1 men-
tioned ltaly as one of the countries where, in
the future, we could .get a market for our
meat. I now find this in the present Agent-
Ueneral’s report—

*As has already been indicated, the
development of the frozen meat trade in
Continental countries exceeded all expec-

tations. Great Britain, which for so
long provided the only considerable

market for frozen meat, is now faced with
a number of formidable competitors, The
operations in 1924 leave little room for
doubt that frozen meat has established
irself as an acceptable and even essential
food for industrial workers in Europe
at a price which they can afford. The
estimated imports of frozen meat into the
various Continental countries during the
vear were as follows :—

Ttaly 125,000 tons ™’

That is the country to which I referred
five or six vears ago. Very little notice was
taken of my words at the time. The report
continues—

100,000 tons

Germany

France 95,000 tons
Belgium 95,000 tons
Iiolland 27,000 tons
Austria . 10,000 tons
Czecho-Slovakia 6,000 tons
Hungary 1,000 tons

Judging from the report of the Agent-
(icneral, we have no need to be disheartened
in conncetion with our cattle industry. A%
one time the average anbual cousumption of
meat per head of population in Italy was
26 b, What 1 pointed out in regard to that
market vears ago has proved to be correct,
and the Continent of Europe will consume
a great deal more meat in the future than
it has in the past. :

Mr. Krrso: Italy 1s where the Fascists
come from. (Laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: Don’t you interject such
silly damned interjections. (Laughter.) The
fion. member is elected by the people and
should be an intelligent representative; he
should scorn to make such silly interjections
when avother hon member is addressing the
Chair. If the hon. member for Nundah does
not take the government of the country
seriously, then he should. If the hon. member
chooses to be flippant, T regret very much
that he should represent such a lot of
flippant electers. 1 am dealing with some-
thing for the welfare of the State, and I de
tot deal with the matter as the hon. member
does, as if it were a game. With this frozen
meat industry we are going to develop our
State and also find more employment for
our people. The report continues:—

[9 p.m.]

“ The outlook for the frozen meat trade
gencrally is one calculated to inspire
confidence. especially from the producers’
point of view.”

T was very pleased to read that statement
in the report, and, as the representative of
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a large caule-breeding electorate, I want
the p(ople in that part of Queensland to
reslise that the outlook is not as black as it
has been made to appear, judging by the
Agent- uenomh report and ]qdmnq by the
fact that the Continental countries are now
Takmu frozen meat. Of course we do not
rontribuie a l'ugo amount compared with
Argentina, but at any rate the outlook for
the future is fairly bright.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I desire to
refer to the question of immigrants coming
io this State. The Secretary for Mines the
other day ])omted out th'nf he was quite
satisfied that the people coming to the State
always brought a certain amount of money
with them. and that they would not become
a charge upon the State. Let me vefer to
the report of the Agent-{icneral in this con-
nection, and point out that the Minister was
quite 11ght in that statement. On page 4 of
the report I find this—

¢ Persons migrating to the State
deposited with this office £11 598 12s. 11d.
for their credit in the Commonwealth
Savings Bank, and £912 was received by
way of landing monev for payment at
the rate of about £2 per head to certain
migrants on arrival in Queensland.”

S0 yon can sce that these people are not
paupers when they come here, as some of
our friends on the other side would lead
us to believe. Ther do not come without
a shilling and hecome a burden on the State,
vor do thoy, as the hon. member for Fitzroy
interjccted when the Secretary for Mines
was speaking., draw outdoor velief. That
report gives the lie direct to such a state-
ment.  When this vote was being discussed
Jast year the ex-Premier, Mr. Theodore, was
in charge of thesc Estimates, and the very
same quoestion was raised on that occasion
ithat has been raised to-night with regard to
staffing the Agent-General’s  office  with
Queenslanders. The Premier is partly vight
when he says there are Qucenslanders there.
There are Queenslanders by adoption, but not

‘Qucenslanders by birth.  Mr. Huxham. who
32 a very estimable man, and My, Dillon
were both Queenslanders by adoption, but

Mr. Dillon has been there so long that I do
rnot think that he can now claim that he is
n Queenslander. On the last occasion when
this  question  was  being  discussed  Mr.
Theodore admitted that it was desirable that
Quecnslanders should be sent home, and
srould like to know what the Premier intends
to do in the matter. Who would be better
advocates of Queensland than Queenslanders
themeelves? T contend that thev would be
the people who would be best fitted to boost
this Rtate.

T wish to draw attention to the statement
which hq\ been made to the effeet that the
visit of the ex-Premier synchronised with the
Npenm;: of the British Exhibition at W enlbley
Up to the present we have received no report
of what took place at Wembley. I have seen
some photographs of the Commissioners at
the exhibition. I do not blame them for
bmmz dressed {o suit the company they were

-—(laughrel)—but we as a Parliament have
a right to know what took place at Wembley.
From what T can learn, conditions seemed
to be in a most deplorable condition until
Mr. Joyce and Mr. Mobsby went to Wembley.
and people scarcely knew where to find the
Queensland exhibit. We find from the
report of the Agent-General that some of
the exhibits from the Department of Agri-
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culture armrived too late to be placed on
exhibition at Wembley. While it may be
quire all right for those exhibifs 1o be
wltilised later on. ther unfortunately missed
the bus. They were requived while the
oxhibition was on so that the people of the
Tmpire and of other nations could sce what
Queensland produces.

The report of the Agent-General iz an
excellent document compiled nnder the most
{rying circumstances, Mr. Huxham went
Home bnoyved up with great hopes. Although
2 Queenslander only by adoption, there was
no better advocate for Queensland than Mr.
Huxham. As soon as he settled down, his
wife, who had gone home with him, was
taken awayv from him. If ever anyone
deserved the sympathy of members of this
House. it i+ the Agent-General. T sincerely
hope that the Premier will take into con-
sideration the suggestions which have been
made from this side in all good faith and
take the necessarv action to allow people
of other lands to sce what Queensland can
produce.  If an interchange of officers
between  the  Agent-General’s  office  in
London and the public service here could be
arranged. it would do a great deal of good.

I do not know whether I shall be in order
in dealing with the cxhibition at Wembley
on this voic—I may have an opportunity
of doing so on another vote—but I would
ask  the Premier if it is his. intention
to give Parliament an opportunity of dis-
cussing that matter. Some hon. members have
had the privilege of going there. I am glad
to know that Mr. Joyce and Mr. Mobsby
did good work for Quet-mldnd at W embley,
and T hope ihat an oppor tunity will be given
later on to discuss the whole question of the
exhibition there,

My, CORSER (Burnett): We have pa;aed
through a very unfortunate period in the
]n\iow of our cattle industry, but thp Agent-
Generval in the veluable report which has heen
presented to us claims that the industry has
very ncarly recovered on the British market.
ITe states that the total values of frozen and
chilled meat imnorted from the various sources
of supply during 1924 werve—

£

Australia 3,450,000
Neow Zealand 11,157,000
Argentinn 27,646,000
Truguay 6,000
United States of

America 254,000
Other counfries 1,356,000

The values per ton of the three principal
importing countries were—

£
Australia .. ... 57
New Zealand ... .. T8
Argentina ... AB

Passing from the meat industry, we come
to one which is very important and affects
a greater number of persons than the meat

industey.,  We {ind that the total imports of
butter for 1924 were as follows:—
Clountry. Cwt.
Argentina 538,000
Q'u eusland 174,000
Vietoria ... 325,000
New South W ales ... 130,000
New Zealand ... ... 1,086,000
Canada .. 131,000
Other countries 377,000

Mr, Corser.]
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I have not quoted the imports from all coun-
tries, but ‘* other countries ” includes Siberia,
whilst Argentina has only lately come into
this field. It appeals to me as a grear tragedy
that our exports to Great Britain are held
up to-day bv the shlppmv strike, the work
of the Agent-General’s” Office and his endea-
vour to sccurce better markets nullified, and
the home market being occupied by foreign
countries. This is the time when the results
of the Agent-General's work in increasing
the markets for this particular product should
be felt. But the market is closed against us.
and a very serious state of affairs is likely to
oceur from the tremendous opposition from
Siberia and other foreign or ex-enemy coun-
tries. It makes one almost imagine thdt it s
part of a scheme to deny us and give ‘o
foreigners the opportunity which the shlppm"r
trouble seems to be providing. Other countries
are becoming very formidable competitors of
Australia, and, if wo are to have our markets
closed against us by a world-wide organisation
in the interests of the foreigner and against
those of British Depvndencms it is time for
us to drag some of the scales from our eyes
and realise the position. The meat export
trade of Australia has not played the part it
should have plaved.

The cheese export of Australia for 1924 was
46,785 c¢wt.. as against 1,479,000 cwt. from
New /mland 1,005,985 cwt. from Canada,
and two or thloe times Australia’s export
from Italy and the Netherlands. That makes
one realise the great importance not only
of the Agent- General’s Office but of dev clop-
ing along certain lines in Australia. T can-
not saxv +hat I agree with the line of thought
of the hon. member for Kurilpa in connec-
tion with the Agent-General's Office. T
Lelieve that in Australia we can do a great
deal more than the Agent-General’s Office.
the Press delegates, or the Federal and State
Governments to assist immigration. If we
can provide reasonable possibilities of a good
living on the land for people desirous of
following that occupation, ihere is no
necessity to spend money on people from
overseas by paying their passagos.

The TEMPORARY CHHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. CORSER: We

cau save the Agent.
General's Office  the

X expenditure of that
amount of money. We can encourage tho
people on the land. and they will tnduce
their friends from ovorseas to follow them to
Australis.  We know that, when gold is
struck, a rush sers in, and theve 'is no neces-
sity for an Agent-General to induce people
fo come dlonrr When our secondary indus-
tries pay qood wages, we do not need the
Agent-Goueral’s Office to induce poople to
come out here. In fact, we have to take
some means of preventing them from coming
and overcrowding our industries. If we
malke our favining pursuits remuncrative and
malke it possible For those industrios to pro-
vide suflicient revenue to compensate for the
lonely life that many peeple have to live
in ounrrv districts, there will be no neces.
sity for the vote that we are discussing. The
pecple on the land will advertise Australia,
and. if the roturn from the land is commen:
surate with the work involved, there will be
sufficient inducement for those people on the
land to encourage their friends from overseas.

Ttem (Agent-General for the State) agreed
to.

[Mr. Corser.
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AUDIT OFFICE.

The PREMIER (Hon. W.
Fucham): I beg to move—
¢ That £17.880 be granted for
Office.”

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 desire to
bring under the notice of the Premier a
matter to which I called the attention of
the ex-Premier last year when this vote
was Dbeing discussed.  The salary of the
Auditor-General is provided for in the
schedules at £1,000 I have previously
pointed out that for a great number of vears
the Auditor-General has beefl receiving this
salary. I desire to show the unfair treat-
ment that has been meted out to the Auditor-
General, and in making the comparison T am
about to take I want it understood that I
am not finding fault with officers in other
departments who have received increases. 1
want_to draw atteation to the Commissioner
for Trade. IHe is an cstimable officer, who
prior to his present appointment was an
audit officer under the Auditor-Gencral, yei
I find that the Auditor-General, who was
his superior officer, receives $£1,000 per
annum, whereas the Commusmnm now
reccives £1.100. I do not call that ** ericket.””
It is most unfair. and gives very little
cncouragement to officers of the calibre of
the Auditor-General. I am satisfied that
there are hon. members opposite who do
not stand for anything like that. Here is
a man who holds a n(mtlon of great responsi-
bility. What encouragement is it to such
men  when they sec subordinate officers
transferred to poaltlons which are not paying,
and who are receiving £100 more in salary?
The Premier must reahqe the ridiculousness
of such a position. The ex-Premier stated
that, althotwh the salary was a fixed one
in the schedule. he recognised that it re-
quired consideration. The Premier should
wo thoroughly into the matter.

Mr. CoLrins:
an increase,

Mr. MAXWELL:

N. Gillies,

‘Audit

The chief inspector. has got

That is so, aud there
are other officers receiving inereases. I do
not find fanlt with that. What 1 find fault
with is that an officer with the gualifications
of the Auditor-Ceneral should be receiving
a salary £100 less than an officer who for-

merly occupied a subordinate position to
him, -
¥on. T. Duxsmay: If yvou look further

down the Jistimates vou will see that an
extra allowance of £250 is provided for the,
Audiior-General.

Mr. MAXWELL: Twelve
clapsed since that was done.

Hon. T. DuxsTAN :
list.

Mr. MAXWELL: I certainly would like
the Governnent to go into the matter and
sce that justice is done to this officer.

Mr. XELSO (Yundal):
spealk on this matter. but hon. merobers
oppostte are rvight. For the first time there
is an allowance of £250 further down the
Estimates for the Auditor-General. Further
down again I find “ Travelling expenses of
Auditor-General, £150.” It seems to me
that on this cccasion the Government have
evidently recognised that the Auditor-
General should get something more, though
it would huave been far better to increase

months have

Look further down the

T had a note to
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his salary. In addition 1o the argument
used by the hon. member for Toowong, I
would point out that the Auditor-General
is a financial judge of the operations of
the State. He has as much responsibility
as a judge of the Supreme Court, who gets
£2.000 a year. The Auditor-General, an
expert in his profession—a man who has
spent long years dealing with these matters
and who knows his business from A to Z—
sometimes has to act as a critic of the Go-
vernmeni, and shotld be quite apart from the
existing politics of the Government, He has to
give a financial critique of the Government’s
financial operations during the year. There-
fore the Government have placed him on
the Schedules, recognising that he must be
outspoken and must be in an independent
position, So his appointment is one made
by Parliament.

Mr. Dasn: Yet you quibble at the Auditor-
General passing certain accounts.

Mr. KELSO: It is not a question of
passing accounts. Nobody doubts the Audi-
tor-General’s word, but perhaps he did not
go into the matter in detail. All we asked
was that the vouchers should be placed on
the table. If any hon. member asks for
those vouchers to be placed on the table,
he is quite cntitled to do so. It is not a
matter of trusting the Auditor-General. If
an hon. member wishes to go further than
the investigation of the Auditor-General, he
has a perfect right to do so.

For a long series of years, away back to
the time when £1 was worth more than £1
is worth to-day, the Auditor-General was
paid £1.000 a year, and until this year his
salary has remained on the Schedules at
£1.000. It would be far better for the
Premier to make the salary £1.250.

[ shall mention an officer—and I remind
the Premier thot T am not saying this man
is not worth the money, because he is. The
Imblic Service Commissioner has had his
salary increased this vear from £1,250 to
£1.500. I say nothing against Mr. Story,
and I do not think anybody in this Chamber
will do so. He iz a most capable officer,
and apparently the Government recognise
his ability by increasing his salary from
£1.250 to £1.500; but, after due delibera-
tion. I sav that the responsibility attaching
to the office of Public Service Commissioner
is not ncarly as great as that attaching to
the office of the Auditor-General. T am talk-
ing upon a question that I understand. It
has been suggested that Mr. Story settled
the strike. and perhaps that has somethin
to do with his increasc: but the responsibili-
ties attaching to the office of Auditor-General
are equal to those attaching to the office of
a judge of the Supreme Court. The Auditor-
General is asked to pass judgment fairly
and  dispassionately  on  the expenditure
menrred by the State. In order to do that

he must be in a position where
[9.3¢ p.m.] he is not under the whip of any
. Government, =0 that he can act
i a fearless manner and give his opinion
honestly, as we know Mr. Robertson does.
I do_not think any man in this Chamber
would dare to sav that tho Auditor-General is
not a most capable officer.

Mr. Riornax: Is the Public Serviee Com-
missioner not a most capable officer?

Mr. KELSO: 1 said so at the start. and
T hope the hon. member will not twist my
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remarks, as he often tries to do. 1 started by
pointing out that Mr. Story is a most capable
officer and worth the money he is going to
oot : but I also say that the Auditor-Geuneral
1s a most capable officer, and I say that the
Auditor-General has more responsibility than
Mr. Story.
Myr. Winsranpey : e has not.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member can differ
from me, but I know more about the responsi-
bilities attaching to the office of Auditor-
General than the hon. member does. T hope
that the Premier will see his way to add the
£250 which is put down as an allowance to
the Auditor-General to his permanent salary.
1 think the office requires it, and I hope that,
when the next Estimates come on, the salary
for the Auditor-General in the Schedules will
be £1,250.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): Personally I do
not think the Auditor-Gencral is in a very
bad position, sceing that he is on £1,000 a
vear. I do not know whether hon. members
are arguing that the Public Service Commis-
sioner and the Commissioner for Trade are
getting too much or that the Auditor-General
is getting too little: Dbut, if the Auditor-
(ieneral cannot get along on £1,000 a wear.
how can we cxpect the two clerks at £160 a
vear and the clerk on £120 a year to get on?
The amount set down in the Schedules for
the Auditor-General is £1,000 a year, which,
with the £250 allowance on the HKstimates
and the further amount of £150 for travelling
expenses, makes a total of £1.400 a vear. In
the circumstances the Auditor-General is much
hetter off than many other people in the State.
T regret very much that. when giving increases
to those over £1,000 a year, more consideration
was not given to those on the bottom rungs
of the ladder. Those who are getting £300
a year and over do not feel a reduction so
much as those in receipt of less than £300 a
vear, and T do not think inereases to those
in receipt of high salaries are warranted at
a time like this when we have had trouble
with the men on the lower rungs. Before
inereases of this kind are given., more con-
sideration should be given to the bottom dog.
Tt is all very nice to put in a plea for the
Auvditor-General. We recognise the responsi-
bility that the Auditor-General has to carry,
hut, as his salary is inchuded in the Schedules,
T take it that he will continue in office until
he is seventy vears of ase. Tle is only
removable by Parliament. Those on the lower
rutgs have no great security of tenure, while
the  officers who are mentioned in the
Schednles have sccuritv of tenure so long as
they do not disnlease Parliament. [ for onc
recognise that the nosition of Auditor-General
is inst as vesponsible as the position either
of Mr. Story or the Commissioner for Trade.
and T do not think any of them will want for
anvthing if they are allowed to carry on at
their presont salaries,

At 835 pam.,
The CrARMAN resumed the chair,

My, FRY (Rwrilpd: What T object to is
the granting of a private allowance, no
matter what position a man may be in.
shall be glad if the Proamier will explain why
the allowance of £250 is given to the
Auditor-General, and what are the conditions
attaching to if. It should be direct salary—
not salary and allowance.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Facham): Tt is quite true that there iz

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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provision made on the HEstimates on this
occasion for £250 as an allowance to the
Auditor-General,  which is very easily
explainable. Tt is about fifty years ago since
the Auditor-General’s salary was fixed by
¢tatute at £1,000, and it appears from the
speeches of Opposition members that they
regard that salary as too little. The Auditor-
General has had a considerable amount of
work to do during the last few years which

did not obtain in days gone by, such
as the supervision of the State enter-
priscs, the Wheat Board., and other things

whick come under his  jurisdiction now,
and it was thought that the salary
should be increased; but it cannot be

increased except by the method employed in
these Kstimates of making an allowance.
It is proposed to amend the Audit Act at
the carliest possible moment to increase the
Auditor-General’s salary. We have to recog-
nise that the responsibilitics borne by the
Auditor-General should be adequately paid
for. Not only in Qucensland but all over
Australia men holding high and responsible
positions have had their salaries increased
from time to time. It is quite true that the
lower-paid men have to live, that they wear
the same amount of clothing and require the
same amount of housing and food as higher
paid officers: but it must be recognised, if
we are to retain the services of men occupy-
ing positions like the Auditor-General and
others, we shall have to iuncrease their
salaries. As T said before, it is fifty yvears
since the salary was fixed, and forty-eight
vears since the salavies of Ministers were
fixed. Of course, Ministers’ salaries have
not increased in the same ratio as those of
other people.

Mr., Kerso: You admit you want more
salary ?
The TPREMIER: Hon. members can

inerease it at any time they like. (Laughter.)
It is forty-eight years since Ministers
salaries were fixed at £1.000. It is proposed
in the near future to alter the Act and
increase the Auditor-General’s salary to
£1.250 a year. ’

Ttem (Auadit Office} agreed to.

IMMIGRATION,

The PREMIER (Ilon. W.
Fucham): T beg to move—

“ That £11,728 be granted for * Immi-
gration.”

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): It was my
privilege to become associated somewhat
actively with this question, being a member
of the council of the New Settlers’ League.
In that connection, although I think that
every vear invitations are extended to Go-
vernment members to take up representa-
tion on that body, I am sorry to say that I
have never yet seen any of them at any of
the meetings. It is rather unfortunate that
that is the position, because this question of
mmigration should not be one of party poli-
tics. The body I have mentioned has endea-
voured to keep ir free from party politics,
but the way in which hon. gentlemen oppo-
site abstain from lending their advice and
help to the movement is rather unfortunate,
and I make the suggestion that thev remedy
that omission as soon as possible, because, no
matter what our political differences may be,
our public utterances all go in the one diree-

[Hon. W. XN, Gilkes.

N. Gillies,
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tion—thar Quecnsland wants  immigrants.
The Premier attended the annual convention
of the New ' Settlers’ League and expressed
his firm belief in the nced for increased
popwtation. and how necessary it is to
Queenstand; but, when it comes to the
actual work of the New Settlers’ League,
so far I have not seen any member
on the Government benches attend the
meetings. although they have been invited
to do so. It was very satisfying indeed
to hear at the last meeting of the council
very laudarory reports of the work of the
officers of the Immigration Department. It
was stated that verv cexcellent attention
is given to arrivals from overseas, to the
extent that they are made to feel quite
happy and comfortable on reaching the shores
of Queensland. Tt is pleasing to know that
such attention is being given. because it is
important that a good impression should bhe
made on their minds.

Mr., WEIR: Some
St Helena now.

My, ELPHINSTONE: They may not be
the only people who should be in 8t. Helena.
(Laughter.) This question is & very impor-
tant onc. and, judging by the interruptions
of hon. members opposite, if they ave indica-
tive of the party which they rcpresenst, it
looks as if we were misled as to the iuren-
tions of the Government. We have in our
midst at present a gentleman named Amery
who is an cmissary from the British Govern-
ment to remind Queensland that there is an
organization which ex specially to assist
immigrants, and ihat “the British Govern-
ment placed very large sums at the disposal
of the Ovarscas Settlement Committee to
assist immigration to different parts of the
Empire. atd from a speech which I heard
him make I gather that £3,000,000 per
annum for fifteen years is set aside as expen-
diture from revenuc—not loan-—with the
object of assisting immigration within the
Empire. Ie told us. what was a surprise to
me. that of ihis £3.000,000 last year only
£450.000 was expended. and that about
£2.500.000 was unexpended simply because
proper claims had not been put forward
within the meaning of the Act.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
way Iz that money expended?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I understand that
of any expenditure which the State or Com-
monwealth Government may decide to incur
for this purpose 50 per cent. will be advanced
by the Home Government.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICTLTURE :
vou are making a mistake.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
man can correct me.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is
subject to agrecment: between the Common-
wealth and British Governments,

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: It is quite true
that the British Government only recognise
the Commonwealth Government in the
matter, but that does not prevent the State
making suggestions to the Commonwealth
Government.  and  taking the initiative
so that their proposals can receive their
endorsement and they can get the assistance
of the British (Government. Although we are
all crying out for population. very little
offort: is being made to obtain the immi-
grants the country require, and on that

of them are down at

In what

I think

The hon. gentle-
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point I want to call attention to some
authoritative statements which have been
made recently.

had a visit from an

Quite recently  we

! ) A AL
Anglican Bishop from South Tokie. He
said :—

“He was in sympathy with the White
Australia policy if it were possible. He
folt vers sirongly that all Australians
did not realise the strength of the living
forces in the Kast, with whicli some day
they must cotne to terms.  The time was
passing- if it Dad not already passed—
\\ht-u terms could be dictated to Japan.
“Po-day Japan asked cquality : to-morrow
she might demand it.  The Young
Japanecse party would get what it wanted,
by peaceful means if possible, but they
would get it. The rioting at Shanghai
was an instance of what the demands of
the vounger gencration might mean.”

That is a warning coming from an Austra-
lian who has spcrt a great number of years
of his lifc amongst the Japanese in a
conntry where the population is being almost
forced into the sea by reason of there not
being sufficient space available to make pro-
vision for the expanding numbers. In that
coniection may I direct the attention of this
Lhamber 1o some statistics showing the popu-
lations per square mile in_ some of the
countries which figure very largely in this
question.  The population per square mile
in Australia is one and four-fifths, in New
Zesland cleven and four-fifths, China 225,
in Japan 376, in_Germany 310, in France 172

and in England 701, One has to bear in
mind that by reason of the mountainous

nature of Japan there is vot the same amount
of land available for agricultural purposes
and the feeding of the T'lp.mnso is becoining
quite a problem. There 1s not the slightest
<doubt, like it or not as we may, that that
country is being forced by economic circum-
stances to seek a new outlet for its popu-
lation, and we have scen the efforts which
that country made af the League of Nations
Convention, and she thoroughly intends
sooner or later to raise this question in a
The Labour party

very pronounced form.
has always proclaimed that its mission is
to stop the selfish retention of anything

of value or any particular benefits. It has
taken advantage of that deetrine of late to
break up institutions where they thought that
wealth and other benefits were being selfishly
retained.  You have to take that doetrine a
Jittle further. In Queensland we have a
country which we are continually stating
has potentialities second to none in the
world, and I do not think any man questions
that. [f that is a fact, how can we possibly
hope to retain that extraor dinary wealth for
a handful of people when ordinary humani-
tartan considerations shonld cause us to
ponder and argue that we should make these
great potentialities available to this excess
of population which is accumulated in such
huge numbers in other parts of the world, to
such an extent in many cases that they can-
not live. Whai better illustration can I
take than Great Dritain at the present time ?
I have shown that England’s population is
701 to the square mile, whoreas that of Aus-
tralia is a little under 2. Surely with all
these opportunities which have been made
available by the British Government, money
galore, opportunities found for ‘us, with
Tngland having a population of 701 per
square mile as against ours under 2, if our
svmpathies were in the right direction and
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we really meant what we said, it should be
possible for us to translate some of these
swarms in (reat Britain, who are on the
border line of starvation, and give them an
opportunity to share in our prosperity in
this country. That is the humanitarian con-
sideration, aud apart from that, there is the
other and more seliish argument that e
muat fuke steps to populate this country, be-

ause, 1f we do not, most assuredly it is
g()il‘g to bo taken from us. Australia may
protest, and may say to Japan that we are not
coing to tolerate interference, and that we
are not going to permtt 1hom to enter our
country except under control and in sach
a manner as we prescribe; but what steps
n we take to maintain this determination?
suming that Japan were to defy us and
send over her surplus of pepulation und
take forcible possession of some of our un-
populated spaces. what Is Australia going
to do? We have no army or navy, or any
means for defending cur continent. The only
possible hope we have is to go to the scab
of Empive and ask Great Britain to keep
the iuvader out. That is an unsatisfactory
position.  Surely the right position, and the
right step to take cconomically and from a
huwmane standpoint, is to take “charge of the
surplus  population which s available in
Great Britain and spread it over this vast
continent =o that we shall turn into actual
1eality these vast potentialities whiclr we so
frequently refer to.

Mr. Hyxes: What is the use of bringing
them here if we cannot absorb them in
industry ?

Mr., ELPHINSTONIE: T dealt with that

matter as fully as I was able when speaking
on the TFinancial Statement. I gave my
views as to why we were not able to absorb
these people in industry. In my humble
opinion the fault lies at our own door. The
interjection of the hon. inember is a per-
tinent one, and I suggest that he consider
the arguments we advance on this side from
fime {o time as to why our sccondary indus-

tric= are not advancing. I make bold to
say that we are coming to the end of our

tether so far as absorbing any surplus popu-
lation in our primary industries is concerned.
There is no use putting people on the land
unless we have more people to consume their
produetion.  The world’s parity governs the
prices obtainable for the exportable surpluses
In our primary industries, and, cxcept in
isolated instances, it stands to reason that
shall have to look to our own country
to consume our primary products. The only
hope we have, then, is to establish secondary
industries i1 our midst so that one industry
will be dependent on the other. What the
one produces the other will consume, both
from a primary and a secondary point of
view.
Hon. T. Duxsrax: Would you have the
sccondary industries brought from other parts
of the Empire?

Mr. BLPHINSTONT :
sible for us to establish
tries to the extent I mean without the
aid of Great Britain. If the circum-
stances were made more favourable and
confidence was established in the minds
of those who can establish and finance indus-
try, we would attract from Great Britain
men who have not got use for their brains,
money, and experience in that country, and
the great secondary industries which could

Mr. Elphmstone.]

It is quite impos-
secondary indus-
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be established here would absorb that sur-
plus. It stands to reason that these two
things must go hand in hand, and that the
necessaty corollary to all these projects is
confidence and stability; and you are not
going to have that if the country is to be
plunged into unauthorised railway strikes,
of if employees are to hold up industry by
tving up ships by the hundred in our ports.
Al these matters destroy  confidence and
jeopardise our chances. This question is
of the ntmost importance, and it is a duty
not ounly to ourselves but to our kith and
kin across the sca and to those who are to
follow us thai we should make some real
effort to find a solution. Assuredly we are
not going to be permitted to retain this
country with its sparse population indefi-
nitely.  Undoubtedly the menace is there.
When the Premier gets up at these confer-
cnees and sfates that the Government are
really sympathetic in these matters, we
may assume that he means what he says.

At 9.85 pan.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the provi-
sions of Sessional Orders agreed to by the
House on 29th July and 25th September, I
shall now leave the chair, report progress,
and ask leave to sit again.

The Iouse resumed.

The C'HAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The IIouse adjourned at 10 p.m.





