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TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1925. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Jiw·ee) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
COST OF JliiURGON-PROSTON AND \VINDERA 

BRANCH RAILWAYS. 
Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango), without notice, 

asked the Secretary for Railways-
" Has he the an;;wer to my question 

asked on 4th August last, relative to the 
estimated and actual cost of the Murgon­
Proston and Windera Branch Rail­
ways?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppel) replied-

" Murgon-Proston: Estimated cost, 
£152,633; actual cost, £239,490. 

" The increase over the e'timate was 
-due to wages and cost of rails and other 
materials being considerably increased 
after the estimate was framed and the 
reconditioning of the line owing to sus­
pension of work. Estim·ate prepared in 
1914 and line completed June, 1923. 

" Windera Branch: Estimated cost, 
£55,082; actual cost, £117,000 (approxi­
mate). 

" The increase over the estimate was 
due to wages, cost of rails, and other 
material being considera,bly increased 
after the estimate was framed. Esti­
mate prepared in 1914 and line completed 
March, 1925." 

ACCIDEXTS, BREAKDOWNS, AND DERAILMENTS 
ON Q1;EENSLAND RAILWAYS, 1924-1925. 

::\1r. SIZER (Sandgatc), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat is the total number of acci­
dents, breakdowns, and derailments on 
the Queensland Railways from 30th 
J un<>, 1924, to 30th June, 1925? 

" 2. \\-hat \ns the total cost to the 
State? 

·' 3. \Yill he appoint an independent 
Connn1s-;ion of J~ .. :xpcr_ts, .\Yith a repre­
sentati.-e of the general public thereon, 
to thoroughly investigate the adequacy 
of the rolling-stock, both in regards to 
quantity and its state of repair, also the' 
~,m clition of the pe1:manent ways?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" 1. Accidents, 24; breakdowns, 20; 
derailments (open lines), 31; (others 
reported to Commissioner's Office), 52. 

" 2 and 3. See answer given on 6th 
nltin1o.'' 

~UMBER AND Rn!UNERATION OF STATE 
EMPLOYEES, 1924-25. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny), without notice, 
asked the Premier-

' Is he in a position to reply to the 
following question asked by me on 25th 
August, 1925 :-

What is the total number of State 
employees (all grades) and their aggre­
gate salaries and wages for the financial 
war endPd 30th June, 1925-(a) Officers 
Pmployed in Public Departments, under 
the control of the Public Service Com­
missioner: (b) Department of Public 
\Y ork,--construction and maintenance ; 
I c) Prickly-pear Commission; (cl) Mi,l­
ing operations: (e) Irrigation Commis­
sioner (f) Main Roads Board; (g) 
Central Sugar Mills; (h) State Enter­
prises: (i) Railway employees-opm1 
lines; (j) Railw.av employees-construc­
tion ; (le) others?" 

'The PREMIER (Hon. W. :\f. Gillies, 
Eacham) replied-

Total Number of Pasons in Government Employment 
at 30th lane, 1925, and Total Annual Salaries 
or Wages Paid. 

Number I Amount of 
of 'I Salaries 

Officers or Wages · 
and Em-

1 

per 
ployees. annum. 

------------'---~-----

Officers employed in Public 11,855 2,966,406 
Departments (see Fifth 
Annual Report of Public 
Service Commissioner) 

Department of Public Works 
-Construction and l\fain­
tenance 

Prickly-pear Land Commis-
sion 

Mining operations .. 
Irrigation Commission . ·1 
Main Roads Board . . . . 
Central Sugar Mills .. 
State Enterprises . . . . 

554 

81 

1,081 
90 

362 
11 

1,108 

163,473 

25,243 

311,946 
31,442 
34,437 

5,010 
207,995 

Revenue employees . . 15,973 3,817,000 
Railway Employees-

1

, 

Loan employees (other 2,399 551,300 
than Construction) , 

Construction employees.-~~~- 395,~~ 

Total 
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PAPERS. 
'fhe following papers were laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Report of the Marine Department for the 

year ended 30th June, 1925. 

Report by Government Analvst and Chief 
Inspector of Explosives 'for the year 
ended 30th June, 1925. 

Report of the Department of Public 
Works for the year ended 30th June. 
1925. 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS' ORGANISA­
TION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD RE.\DIKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith. J1aclay): I beg to 
m-ove-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS ACTS 
AMENDME::'-JT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) : I beg to 
ll1DYO-

" That thP Bill be now road a thid 
tin1c." 

Question put and passed. 

INSPECTION OF MACHIJ\"ERY ACT 
AMENDME!.'-JT BILL. 

THIRD READI:-iG. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbanr) I beg to 
ffi{)VC-

" That the Bill be now read et thircl 
ti1ne.'' 

Question put and passea. 

TRUST ACCOUNTS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon .• J. 
Mullan, Flinders) I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

TREASURER'S FINANCIAL TABLES. 
The TREASURER (Hon. \Y. N. Gi!Hes, 

Eacham) presented the table;; relating to 
his Financial Statement for the year 1925· 
1926. 

Ordered to he printed. 

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1925-1926. 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of 
a message from His Excellcncv the Gover­
nor, forwarding the EBtimates of Probable 
Ways a.nd Means and Expenditure for the 
year ending 30th June, 1926. 

Ordered to be printed, and referred to 
Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 
0PENIKG oF Co>BIITTEE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. X Gillies, 
Eacharn): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move-

" That you do now leave the chair." 

Mr. MOORE (Aubign11) (who was recei,·ed 
'vith Opposition cheers) said: Before you 
leav'' the chair, Mr. Speaker, we have a 
fe"· grievances that we want ventilated. 

The TREASURER: You are all griev· 
anc0s over there. 

::Vlr. l\fAXWELL: We have grievances that 
\Ye want to ventilate. 

Mr. KIXG: The Government had their 
grievances last 'veek. 

Mr. BEDFORD: The real grievance of 
hon. members opposite is that they cannot 
gC't oyer here. 

:\Ir. ::\IOORE: There is one very vital a.nd 
important fact that I would like to get 
~Offi;_' inforn1ation upon from the Treasurer. 
In rr newspaper the day before yesterday 
there appeared this statement-

" The New South '\Vales Ministrv has 
decided to test the validitv of th<' 
deportation sections of the Federal 
Imtnigration Act as from a con­
si"itutional aspect. It is understood 
tlmt it is the intention to test the 
matter in the law courts. Telegrams 
were despatc!H'd by the Premier (Mr. 
Lang) to the various State Ministries 
askil1g whether they would be willing 
to join in the proposal. The Premier 
of Queensland (Mr. Gillies) replied by 
tele[(ram that his Ministry would be 
ao:reeable to join in with the idea. but 
tl1e Victorian Ministry replied that it 
"·ould not be a party. The other Minis­
tries have not yet replied." 

'h. COLLIO<S: They deported Irishmen to 
.Jamaica in the old davs. but that did not 
do any good. · 

::\Ir. :UnwELL: What about the deporta. 
tions from Darwin by the Labour party? 

Mr. :\IOORE: In a newspaper of yester· 
L"a" this statement is to be found-

.. "The ,Premier of New South Wales 
(Mr. Lang) a few days ago addressed 
the following telegram to the Premiers 
of the other States:-' Will vou col­
la borate in proceedings to test tlie consti­
tionalit:v of the Deportation Act recently 
passed by the Federal Parliament? I 
can instruct counsel to appear for ali 
the State Governments co-operating.' 

" The Premier of Queensland (Mr. 
Gillies) replied : ' We will co-operate 
with you as requested.' 

"The Premier of South Australia (Mr. 
Gunn) intimated that his Government 
\va.s prepared to co·operate in the pro· 
ceedings suggested. 

" The reply of the Tasmanian Premier 
1:>1r. Lyons) was: 'Regret we have no 
funds upon which we can draw to meet 
expense in regard to the proposal. We 
are prepared, however, to assist in other 
directions.' 

"Mr. Collier (Premier of Western 
Australia replied as follows: 'We con­
sidE'!' that testing the validity of the 
Commonwealth Act should be limited to 
statutes affecting State interests. and 
that responsibility for testing the Depo·r­
tation Act devolves upon those directly 
affected.' 
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" The Premier of Victoria (.\1r. Alien) 
replied : ' VVe see no reason from the 
State point of view why Victoria should 
test the constitutionality of the Deporta­
tion A et. W c do 1.ot m tend in any 
wa v to assist in the defence of Mr. 
wO:Ish.'" 

The point I want to get at is this: What 
right has the Treasurer of Queensland to 
spend public funds in fighting the Co:nmon­
wealth Governm~ent over an Act. of Parlia­
ment passed by that Government: 

A GoVERNMENT ME"IJBER : He h11s every 
right. 

Mr. MOO RE: That has nothing whatever 
to do with this State. The Act was brought 
in for the good government of t-he Common­
wealth of Australia. \Vhat earthly right has 
the Treawrcr of this State illegally to use 
public funds. to fight the Commonwealth? 
The whole thing is done, not for the advan-· 
t-age of Queensland but for politiNl purposes, 
to try and damage the Co nmonwealth anti­
Socialist forces in the forthcoming election. 
Why should the people of this State be 
taxed to provide funds for hum bug of this 
'ort? I ,hall refer to a few remarks by 
Dr. Earlo Page on this quest-ion which appear 
in to-day's paper:-

" It could not be that Mr. Lang was 
desirom cf upholding the Australian 
princip~e of arbitration, which had done 
so much to build np the trade union 
movement in Australia, and secure justice 
for the worker, because the men on 
trial rep ea t-rdly said they had no time 
for th·J Arbitration Court, and actually 
allowed their own union to be removed 
from the jurisdiction of the Arbitration 
Court. It could not be that Mr. Lang 
desired that- the goods held up should 
be carried by boats whose crews were 
higher paid, because French, Dutch, 
German, and Norwegian boats, which 
were all paying lower wages than British 
boats. were unaffected. It could not be 
Mr. Lang's intention to help British 
ehipping in its- present difficulties because 
the diect of his act-ion was simply to 
give foreign shipping the freight British 
shipping would otherwise be carrying; 
nor could Mr. Lalig's action be taken 
to assist. the Australian producer, because 
~is produce was deteriorating and becom­
mg destroyPd solely because it could not 
be shipped." 

Those are very pertinent remark>. Dr 
Earle Page is t.he Federal Trca"urer and 
rhe Federal Government haYe take~ the 
responsi_bility for the good government of 
~-\ustraha and the carrying on of its indus­
try, and they think it justifiable and neces­
sary to pass such an Act. I fail io see tht• 
slight-est iustiGrntion for the public fund< 
·of Queensland being used in an endeavour­
not to assist in the good ,-overnment of 
Australia. but to put up a fight merely for 
political purposes. I have the very strongest 
condemnation to offer to that. I do not 
know whether the Auditor-General will allow 
public moPev to be expended in such a 
manner. The Government of Tasmania 
rec?gnise that they have no funds upon 
whJch the,- ran draw for the purpose of 
attacking the good lfOvernment of t-he Com­
monwealth of Australia. 

Mr. COL!.l'IS: Do you bnlieve i'n protecting 
·the rights of the citizens of Queemland ? 

1925-2 c 

Mr. MOORE: I believe in protecting the 
r:ights of ihe citir,ens of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members opposite did 
not protect the rights and co·uforts of thP 
people of Qw·ensland last week. 

Mr. MOORE: Surel.v it is the height of 
sarcasm for any member opposite to talk 
about- protecting the rights of the citizens 
of Queensland. 

The ATTORNEY-GENrRAL: You advocate th<:• 
abolition of trial by jury. 

Mr. MOOR E: I do not. I am advocating 
that the Queensland Government have no 
right to expend public funds on attacking 
the Commonwealth Gcvernment. Our Corn· 
monwealth represPntat-ives are elected by the 
people, and they are eo npetcnt to deal with 
the good government of the Commonwealth. 
It is not right that the Q.wonsland Govern­
ment should step in and wast-e public funds 
on this matter. 

Mr. POLLOCK: They are spending money 
to protect the rights conferred by Magna 
Charta. 

Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. memb0r for 
Gregory assist the Queensland Government 
to protect the rights of the people of this 
State last week? 

Mr. MAXWELL: That's a beauty. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for 
Gregory is so keen on protecting the rights 
conferred by Magna Charta, but what about 
his attit-ude last week? The "hole thing is 
absolute humbug, and I strongly object to 
funds raised in Qneemlond from our tax­
payers being used for such purposes. 

Another point to which I wish to draw 
attention is the ridiculous way in which 
questions are answered in this House by 
so-called responsible Ministers. 

Mr. BEDl'ORD : The trouble is t-he ridiculous 
way in which they are asked. 

Mr. MOORE : The answers to quC'stions 
should at least be true. I objPct to mis­
leading reports being given. On 18th August, 
pursuant to notice, the hon. member for 
Burnett, for the hon. member for Mirani, 
asked the Secretary for Railways:-

" 1. Is he making an,· effort to as<'er­
tain who it was on Frirlay night (30th 
July) or early on Saturday morning 
(31st July) last, apparently in order to 
preYent H.M.A.S. 'Biloela' from c-om­
pleting her coaling, tipped about 9 tons 
of coal on the G ladstone Jetty branch 
line? 

"2. If so, and he is successful in estab­
lishing grounds for a prosecution, is it 
his intention, with a view of prevcntinrr 
similar obstructions in the future, to 
proseeute ?" 

The Minister's answers 'vere :-
" 1. and 2. Careful inqmrJCs were 

made, but unfortunat-ely the culprits were 
not discovered. I may say that the 
Police report attnches no smpicion to 
railway employees or to waterside 
workers.'' 

Then the hon. member for \Vide Bay asked 
the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Is it a fact, as reportorl in the 
'Dnily Standard' of ?:1st Julv. that 
employees of the QuPen<land Railway 
Department refused to h"ul co~l intended 
for the naval supply ship 'Biloela' at 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Gladstone a few days 
having been declared 
Waterside Workers' 
Unions? 

ago, such coal 
' black ' by the 
and Seamen's 

'' 2. Is he aware that in industrial 
circles this incident is rpgardod as the 
baptismal ceremony of tho ' Queensland 
Transport Workers' Dnion'-a depart· 
ment of the ' One Big U•1ion'? 

" 3. ·what action has he taken in the 
matter? 

" 4. Does he regard such alliances of 
these public employees with the unions 
mentioned as being in tht' inkrests of 
the primary producers, other producers, 
and the general public?" 

The answer 1 to 4 was-
" About 1,100 tons of coal were loaded. 

The strike is now settled.'' 
Now we come to the "Railway Advocate" 
of lOth August. In that i~oue there is a 
paragraph headed " ' Biloclft ' Declared 
Black," and reading-

" 'l'he naval supply ship· ' Biloela ' at 
Qladstone was recently declared ' black ' 
by the Reamen's Union, owing to the 
seamen having been displaced by naval 
ratings. 

" Following on the rdusal of the 
watersiders to load her with coal the 
naval men took on the job. Railway men 
at Gladstone were then called upon to 
assist, and did so by refusing to haul 
the coal to the jetty. 

"A number of loaded trucks. however, 
which were put on the j"tty line out of 
the yard were hauled to the bhip's side 
by a private-owned motor-car, and were 
being loaded. when the electric crane­
driver was called out. 

" The next step was an attempt by the 
naval ratings to man the electric crane 
and so continue loading. However, under 
threat of ph,.mging the town of Glad­
stone in darkness by cutting off the 
electric light supply, the local manager 
of the Electric Light Company took sleps 
that prevented the crane being used. 

" Eventually the ship left without the 
suppiy of coal she reC]uired. 

" The workers of Gladstone are worthy 
of congratulation for their splendid dis· 
play of solidarity ; also those in other 
centres who assisted in ihe scrap.'' 

Fancy in a . State like Queensland people 
who are paid by the community congratu­
lating men who hole! up nav·1l supplies, hold 
up a vessel belonging to the people of the 
Commonwealth, and endeavour to prevent it 
doing efficient work merelv on accour:t of a 
local dispute! vrhell a C]~lCStion Was asked 
of the Minister in regard to the matter, he 
said-

" Inquiries arc being made. "'o dday 
attaches to the Ra,ilway Department." 

Then we find the "Railwa-.c Advocate" com­
ing out and congratulating- the railway men 
for their solidarity in holding up the coal 
supplies. Surcl:v things are getting into a 
sorry state of affairs when that sort of thing 
is allowed! 

Mr. FAHRELL: \Yhat was the reason for it? 

Mi·. MOORE : In no other part of the 
world would you tind a naval ship owned by 
the people held up because of a private dis· 
pute. This naval boat belongs to Australia. 

[ lll r. JJ1 oore. 

lt does not belong to any outside shipping 
nrganisation. It is cndeavuuring to carry 
out the work of the people of Australia; yet 
a small section of the people think it right 
lo hold it up because there i, a small ship­
ping dispute. 

Mr. FARm:LL: They should have played the 
game. 

Mr. MOO RE: It is not for the hon. 
membe1" to criticise whoth~r the Common­
wealth Government played the game or not. 
The Commonwealth Government were put in 
power by the people cf Australia, and they 
have the right to govprn, end I hopo they 
will govern. Unfortunately we have '~ 
Government in power iu Que0nsland who are 
prepared to hamper the Commonwealth 
Government in carrying out n0cossary dutiel\, 
and a Government prepared to congratulate 
the men on the steps they took. It is a 
most extraordinary position. 

A GOVERNMENT MEM!!ER: 'fhe sailing of a 
commercial ship was more important. 

Mr. MOORE: 'fhe work of a naval ship 
of Australia is of more importonce than any­
thing in the country. (Interruption.) 

ThG SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. CoRSER: Extremists aEd Bolshevists! 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
A GovERNMENT ME}JBER: You would have 

had the navy in control of the railways if 
you had had your way. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is pro­
phesying about something of \Yhich he know~ 
nothing. The Commonwealth Government 
should be in a position to carry out their 
business without any interference by the 
State Government. It should be the duty of 
0very State Government of Australia to 
help the Commonwealth Go:vcrnment to carry 
out v:hat they think is best in the interest& 
of the good government of this country. 

Another very serious matter that I want 
to refer to is in connection with the adminis­
tration of the Lands Dep-artment. We had 
an amending measure brought in in 1924, 
which is having a most serious effect on the 
settlement of this State. There is no question 
that settlement is being hung np, financia I 
arrangements arc hampered, and all sorts of 
difficulties are being- placed in the way of 
genuine settlers. Whether the department is 
doing it without the sanction of the Minister 
or not. I do not know; but I am of opinion 
that a department of the State should be. 
there for the purpose of assisting the people 
in every way to carry out what they consider 
are their own best interests. If a man wants 
to take up a block of land, the department 
should assist him in every way and not place 
obstacles in his w-ay, by hie h he is delayed 
for weeks and weeks before he can get on to 
a block. \Ye also want to see finance avail­
able fDr efficiently stocking up and carrying 
out improvements so that the development of 
t:hc State can be going on. I am not question­
ing the legality of the decision which was come 
to the other day: all that I am pointing out 
is that the country is making a great mistalm 
and jecpardising the Gnancial position. 

I rcf?r to selection No. 92, in the BouliCL 
district. I am not C]Uc,tioning the dccision-­
I know that the authorities are acting within 
their legal rights-but I C]Ucstion the wisdDm 
of the department in instituting the pro· 
ceedings and thereby frightening financioJ 
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institutions, so that it is going to make it 
exceedingly difficult for anybody who takes 
up land to secure financial assistance in 
stocking up their property. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I am 

going to legislate this session to protect 
financial instituti~ns dealing in a bona fide 
way. 

Mr. MOORE: I am glad to hear that. 
because at the pre•·ent time we are getting 
into a position in which financial institutions 
are not prepared to lend money for stockinc;­
up purposes. When private individuals arc 
not prep a red to lend money to assist settb­
ment in thf' development of the State because 
they feel insecure, the position is not what 
it should be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
because some of them have done something 
that is not legal. 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not object to the legal 
point of view, because I think that is perfectly 
right, but to the action which the department 
has taken in bringing this situation about. 
This appeal case was heard before Mr. 
Shannon in the Land Court. The report 
states-

" The subject selection comprises about 
21,820 acres in the Boulia district .... It 
was applied for on the 18th October, 1921, 
by the appellant. who was the only appli­
cant. License to occupy iSRued on 13th 
August. 1923. and personal residence 
became compulsory six months after that 
date. or on 13th FPbruary, 1924. The 
lease isRucd in November. 1923, and in the 
following month, was, with the Minister's 
consent. mortgaged to the Bank of New 
South Wales to secure the repayment <'f 
the sum of £1.000. In consequence of 
do fa u It in the payment of moneys secured 
by th" mortgage the mortgagee bank 
entered into possession on 31st October, 
1924. g-iving notice of such entry to the 
Minister on 27th November following. 

"By notice dated 15th December, 1924. 
and published in the ' Govf'rnment 
Gazette' of the 20th December, and in a 
local newspaper, the mortvagees, in pur­
suance of thA provisions of section 159 of 
the L>tnd Act of 1910, notified their 
intention to sell the holding at the expira­
tion of thirty days from the date of 
publication. 

"On 17th December, 1924, the Lands 
Dop1.rtment notified the mortgagees that 
the selector had been cited to show cause 
whY the s0lection should not be declared 
forfeited for non·rc'<idence. 

" On 18th December, 1924, the bank 
r0pliod. mentioning the intended sale, and 
asking whether it was desired that the 
bank should abstain from action to realise 
its e:ecurit:v. 

" The department replied on 2nd 
January. 1925, asking the bank to abstain 
from ac-tion towards sdling the selection 
until the matter of the cita.tion of the 
lcss0c had been completed." 

[11 a.m.l 
"On 20th DecPml)('r. 1924. the Land 

CommissionPr ea lied upon the lessee to 
appear at the CommissionPr's Court at 
Bonlia on l!Jth March, 1925. and show 
cause whY thP selectiDn should not be 
cleclarf'd ·forfeit~d on th0 !'round that 
then' had been a failure by him to per­
form the condition of p0rsonal residence. 

A copy 
sent to 
branch 
Wales. 
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of the notice to the lessee was 
the Manager of the Winton 

of the Bank of New South 

" The Commissioner's decision was ""i:u 
the following terms:-

' It has been proved to my satisfac­
tion that the condition of personal 
rcsid0nce has not been performed by 
the selector in accordance with the 
provisions of the Land Act.' " 

Conecquently it was forfeited, but the part 
which ~-eems so extraordinary to me is this-

" Mr. Cusack, who appeared for the 
appellant. stated that his real clients.· 
were the mortgagees. He contended that 
the Crown was cstopped from proceeding 
further in the direction of fo,·fciture by 
reason of the fad that PO action was. 
taken by the Minister in regard to 
failure to perform the condition of per­
sonal rPsidencc until after the lessee had 
been dispos,essed and the mortgagees had 
C'ntercd into possf's,ion. He claimed that 
after the Bank took pcescssion it was 
not open to the Minist0r to initiate pro­
ceedinQ;s for an antecedent breach of th<' 
condition of personal residence." 

I can quite see that thP Crown hnd the power 
and that it was perhaps perfectlY legal, 
but what I doubt is the wisdom of the Crown 
doing that sort of thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrnLTC LANDS: Vi'" 
cannot allow a man who deliberately and 
openly flouts the law to make a profit out 
of the transaction, and that is what this 
man is going to do. 

Mr. MOORE : I do not know whether the 
man is going to do it or not. Perhaps in 
this case the; bank may be protected by thr> 
amount of unprovoments on the property. 
provide-d the Crown does not absorb too 
much of them for what is coming to the 
Crown. This is creating a very scared feel­
mg amongst the ·financial instotntions as to 
what rights they really have. If, after fore­
closure, rhey arc going to ha.Ye the Crown 
taking action against a former tenant for ,; 
br0ach antecedent to the time when the bank 
took posses;;ion, then t.hev lose the ordinarv· 
protection o£ a mortgagee. " 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC IANns: Th0 
Department had not any kPowl0dg0 ante­
cedent to the bank's action. Tt W"S on]y as 
a result of the bank's action that the Der~art­
mcnt became aware of the non-fulfilment of 
the conditions. 

Mr. MOORE : That may be so in this 
case. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'l1BLTC LANDS: I recog­
nise that there is a lot in what vou say and 
I am g-oing to lr·gislate eo toot "tho<e p'eople 
who bona fide take ordinary precautions will 
return their security on the selection. 

Mr. MOORE: vYe recognise. as I think 
the Minister does, that the success of land 
settlement depends to a laro-t> extent on the 
financing o.f peop]p who wish to tako up land 
but who have no money. 

The SECRETARY FOR l't:BLTC LAXDS : On their 
being able to get money. 

Mr. MOORE : On being able to g-et monev 
?O that t_heir property will bo etorked ; and: 
If cases hke thP one I have just quoted unfor­
tunately crop up, it naturally creates fear 
amongst financial institutions to lend monej" 

.~fr. Moore.] 
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if they feel that the security is not what they 
.otherwise thought it would be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: We will 
·protect the improvements and carry on the 
burckn, eo that they will be secured. 

Mr. MOORE : I am very pleased to hear 
·f he Minister say that, because the situation 
i" becoming very grave. 

There is just one other point regarding the 
Lands Acts to which I wish to refer. A 
new regulation. No. 73. was issued by the 
Y!inister, I think on 11th July last-just after 
the last amending Bill received assent. 'l'he 
regulation refers to the transfer of selections. 
Where a man has a selection he has to get 
the permission of the Minister before llo 
transfer can be registered. So far as I 
.can sec, in the old regulations everything 
was provided for. He was asked whether 
he hc:d anv lease hold land-that is, whether 
he had any pastoral property-but the new 
regulation goes still further and asks whether 
he holds any freehold land. I really can­
not see what the fact that a man who is 
purchasi · g an agricultural farm has already 
freehold land has got to do with the question. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It deals 
with agricultural land. 

Mr. MOORE: \Ve know dozens of cases 
where men are on small agricultural areas 
sufficieLtly large to enable them to live on 
,it and make a bar·e living, but it must be 
remembered that they have families growing 
up. It is very hard on them when they have 
to split up their capital so as •o start a boy 
~r two bovs on another block of land. It is 
their desire t.o obtain another piece of land 
to be worked by the whole family in con­
junct:on with ono another, but the Minister 
in taking the matter into consideration points 
out that t.he parent has a sufficient freehold 
area to enable him to make a living, and will 
not allow the family to take up the extra 
block. 

The SErRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Those 
cases will be considered on their merits. 
The hon. member knows that there are 
persons holding freehold blocks let out on 
the share-farm system, and they are acquir­
ing all the neighbouring blocks and aggre­
gatirg them into big areas of first-clas. 
ngricultural land. Is that a good thing? 

Mr. MOO RE: There may be such cases. 
Possiblv the Act can counterbalance any 
l1arm that is being done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We have 
not refused any reasonable transfer. 

Mr. MOORE: I know of a case which 
Dccurred in the electorate of the hon. member 
for l\' anango where a man desired to sell 
a portion of his holding so that a hundmd 
acres of land could be cleared, but the Crown 
held the matter up for weeks and weeks and 
then refused to allow the transfer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: H<) 
desired to sell a portion of a freehold? 

Mr. MOORE; No, not freehold; it was 
an agricultural farm. 

The SErRETARY FOR Pl!BLIC LANDS: It must 
be freehold. 

Mr. MOORE: The Government are only 
imposing harassing conditions on people 
whom we want to encourage. The whole 
Dbject- cf the land policy of the Government 
shoul_d be to make it easy for people to 
acqmre land, and not to make it difficult 
to acquire land and then make it difficult 
for them to obtain assistance to carry on. 

[Mr. Moore. 

I think the Minister would be well advised 
t.o go into the whole question of the amend­
ing land legislature passed in 1924, and see 
whether it is not advisable, in the light of 
experience, to make it easier for people to 
carry on agricultural and pastoral pursuih 
rather than that they should be harassed 
in the way they are being hara"SC'd to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : If a 
man is paying £1 an acre to the Crown 
and sells to another person for £10 an 
acre, why should he not freehold that land 
first? 

Mr. MOORE : Why should not the other 
person be allowed to continue the payments? 
The Crown still has the same securit.y. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIC LANDS: Ancl 
pay the former holder £10 an acre? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, if the improvements 
ar2 there, it has nothing to do with the 
Crown. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Let 
him freehold it before selling. 

Mr. :YIOORE: \Yhy? The lessee enters 
into an agrcC'ment with the Crown to hold 
that land for a certain number of vears and 
make certain dcfi itc payments. 'and why 
should he be compcllc·d to freehold it when 
the Crown security is there all the time? 
'The incoming tenant has the eamc liabilitic' 
as the outgoing tenant. Such obstacles 
should not be placed in the way of g·enuin<' 
settlers. 

I want to refer to one or two matters in 
connection with a statement made by th£ 
Secretary for Railways on 18th August last. 
He was endeavouring to show that. tht' 
condition of the railways was entirely satis­
factory, that there was no shortage of rolling­
stock, that the permanent way wa.s satis­
factory, and that in fact everything in the 
Railway Department was as it should be. 
The Minister in his speech stated-

" I would like to remind hon. member' 
that a full building programme is not 
something that has sudden!;- dawned upon 
the Railway Department." 

He goes on to point out what rolling-stock 
has been built in the last three years, and 
points out that during that period 65 engines. 
67 carriages and vans, and 1,723 wagons werP 
constructed; and 1 hen, instead of giving a 
comparison of the number of engines, car­
riages, and wagons constructed for a three­
year period up to 1915, he immedi· 
ately switches of to a comparimn of th" 
amounts spent in that period. If we take 
into consideration the altered po,ition with 
rega.rd to the cost of living. the increas<>d 
wages, and the increased cost of material, then 
his figures are absolutely useless as a basis 
of comparison. Had he been fair, he would 
have given this House the information that 
for the three years 0nded 1915 the engines 
constructed were 90, the number of carriages 
and vans 125, and the number of wagons 
2.239, so that in the last three years there 
were constructed 25 fewer engines, 58 fewer 
carriages, and 516 fewer wagonR. 

He was so elated with th1s svstem of mak­
ing comparisons that he indulgc>d in corn· 
parisons extending over a ten-year period. 
He proceeded to give this House a compari· 
mn of the mileage of new lines opcne<l to 
traffic, and the number of enginPs. carriages, 
and wagons constructed. He to0k for com­
parison the ten-year periods from 1905 t') 
1915 and from 1915 to 1925. The fo]Jowi:ng 
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is a c<Jmparison of railway construction, 
permanent way, and rolling-stock:-

-----------------
Expendi­
ture on 

l 1er­
manent 
Way. 

Mileage 
of 

Single 
Line 

Oper. 
--------------------- -------" ------

1913-14 
1914-15 

' I 
.. [ 
•• i 

£ 
443,741 
416,035 

~liles. 
4,568 
4,982 

Total, 2 years 
Average 

859,776 9,550 
I_ 429,88~ ~~~ 
I 698,o8o 6.074 1922-23 

1923-24 1 736,146 6,209 

1

!1,434,2?6 l2,283 Total, 2 years 
Average .. 717,113 6,141 

The opening of the North Coast line neces­
sit.ated a tremendously increased use of 
engines <tnd wagons. The Minister himself 
t<Jld this House that rolling-stock could be 
conveyed io Toowoomba and back to Bris­
bane eighteen times while it was going to 
the far North and back to Brisbane. u., 
knew perfectly well that this line was to be 
opened to traffic, and that it was not to be an 
act of God that it would suddenly be opened. 
The Government knew pcrfpctly well what 
would happen, and' whllt would be the result 
when that lino was opened to traffic. They 
knew pcrfect.]y well tJ!a t there would be an 
increased derrand for wagons and rolling­
stock. Instead of rising to the <Jccasion and 
meeting the demands which they knew this 
line would inevitably make, they calmly sat 
down until a shortage of wagons and rolling­
stock actuall)T took place, and until people 
and their produce were being held up, awl 
industri0s were being st.rangled owmg to 
the inefficiency of the Railway Department. 

We now 5nd the Minister making the 
statement that he has given huge orders for 
roll.ing"st<Jck this year. It was not a question 
of doing it t.h;s yrqr. \Vhat we have always 
contended is that, instead of spending money 
in hcping up the efficiency of the depart­
ment, the Goverwnent have been spending 
money in constructing railways to buy votes 
in certain electorates. The Government by 
t.hat policy have not kept the rolling-stock 
in the condition that it ought to be in. 

As showing that the argument of the 
Minister th"t the engines are now pulling 
bigger loads is fe llacious, I wish to quote 
the following figures:-

Number of engines 
Passengers carried 
Goods and livest<Jck 

1914-15. 
625 

24,257,552 

(tons) 4,970,873 
The average per engine works 
same periods :-

Passengers carried 
Goods and livestock 

1914-15. 
38,812 

1923-24. 
713 

29,535,981 

U73,926 
out for the 

1923-2·+. 
41,425 

(tons) 7,953 8,000 
Allowing 12 stone as the average weight of 
passengers carried, this gives the average 
load pulled per engine as follows:-

1914-15. 
Passengers carried (tons) 2,910 
Goods and livestock 

(tons) 7,953 

Totals 10,863 

1923-24. 
3,108 

6,000 

9,108 

That is, the average tonnage pulled p~r 
engine was 1,757 t<Jns per annum less In 
1923 24 than in 191415. 

I want to point out that all the statements 
made about the extra cost do not mak? yp 
for the deficiency, or for the bad cond1 t.wn 
into which the lines and rollmg-stock have' 
fallen. 

Again, we have--

ExPENDITURE PER MILE OF SINGLE LIJ>lK 

1913-15 
1922-24 

PER ANNUM. 
£ 
90 

116 

Converting the 1913-15 figures to its equi­
valent in 1922-24, the £1 in 1913 bein~ equal 
to 34s, in 1924, we have the followmg re· 
suit:-

1913-15 
1922-24 

£ 
153 
116 

which shows a relative deficiency in 1922-2-~: 
of £37 'Jer mile of single track per anPum. 
Taking into considcr:ttion the relative values 
of money, the expenditure on manite':'ance 
and renewals of permanent way per n;rle of 
single line open was 24 p~r cent. less rn the· 
two years 1922-24 than m the two yaars 
1913-15. 

When we consider the definite statements. 
that have been made by various railway 
officials and workers to thf> Pffect that the 
lines are dangerous and that the rolling-stock 
is dangerous, and add to that our knowledge 
that there is a considerable shol'tage of 
engines, trucks, and carriages of all . sorts. 
it is useless for the Secretary for Railways 
to come here and claim that the Government 
are nO''Y spending mnre money on" the ra~l­
ways than was spent on th•: rarlwa,Ys m 
1914-15. That is not the quest1on. It rs not 
a question of spending a lot of mo:-ey, 
whether that <:'xpenditure is made stuprdly 
or advisedly. The question is, " Is tho con­
dition of our railways what it should be? 
Is the track safe? Have we sufficient 
engines; and are the public g0tting the con­
venience they should get from a svstem of' 
railway" having ampl'.' ~;rn~s ,behind it?" 
Assuredly the answer IS :"'oi o" 

It is useleRS for the Minister to come along 
and make all sorts of comp:trisons with prc"" 
vious years. That has nothing to do w!th it. 
The only question is whether the r:_ttlways 
are as ('fficient to-day as they were lll pre­
vious years. and an)Tbod~" knowing anything 
a. bout the matter knows they arc not. 

One of the greatest condPmnatory state­
ments in connection with our railways was 
made bv Mr. J. Shearer, the cbair1ran of 
u, fprtiliSing company workin!.{ in conjunction 
with the sugar industry. In his remarks 
Mr. Shearer said-

" I have to refer to the most unplea­
sant and most unfavourable aspect of 
your business. \Vc depend on our rail­
ways to handle traffic in every part of 
the State, and on a consider11ble scale, 
and therefore, it is an important factor. 
Our' company contributes, directly and 
indirectly, about £10"000 per ann·"1m in 
freight to the railways, yet the general 
inefficiency of that department in hand­
ling our traffic, the continual inaccuracy 
in computing the freio;ht charges, errors 
in the lodger accounts, and the unf:'i'" 
incidence of the rates schedule V\ hJCh· 
was introduced during August, 1924, 

Mr. Moore.J 
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constitute serious impediments to _our 
business. In practice, the new frmght 
schedule on fertiliser is equivalent to a 
preference of 7s. ld. to Sydney firms 
over Brisbane firms for ::-..-orth Queensland 
trade and a preference of 25s. per ton 
to Sydney firms over Townsville liril'l;s 
competing for North Queensland busr· 
ness." 

It seems cxtraordinarv that Southern firms 
should be given a ·preference ov:cr our 
•Queenslfmd firms in the matter of frerghts on 
fertilisers for the sugar-growers of tho 
North. In face of that som·.·· very emphatic 
remarks were made by Mr. Victor H. Green, 
general manager of Australian Fertilisers, 
Limited, of Sydney, a large company havmg 
extensive business interests in both Queens­
land and New South Wales, and which con­
signs mauy thousands of tons annually _over 
the lines of both States. Mr. Green considers 
that the Queensland railways compare favour­
ably with those of other States and that they 
serve the needs of the country; that the 
man on the land has little need to complain; 
that the railwa•:s are not to be expected to 
pav. This is the director of the very firm 
that has a preference of lls. 1d. for Bris­
bane and 25s. 2d. for Townsville, and natur· 
ally the gentleman finds no fault with the 
odepartment, and ho comes up here and 
boosts up the position, and sacs what a 
splendid position the department is in. It 
says very little for the wisdom of the 
Government when they penalise a firm carry­
ing on busin0ss in Quecnsl'1Pd and finding 
,employment for our own people, and end,'a­
vouring as far as they can to meet the 
needs of the sugar-growers in the North 
who use fertilisers the most, 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: Do you 
think the rate ought to be raised? 

Mr. MOORE : I think nncouragement 
<)Ught to be given to firms in Queeo:sland 
who are out to find emplo:o-mPnL If trucks 
are to be supplied, they should bP supplied 

·to Queensland firms. 'Th'' Government 
should see that they get sufficient trucb to 
carry their stuff, but the hon. gentleman 
thinks they should be victimised in fnour 
of a Sonthm·n firm. I want to see <'mploy­
ment found for the people of Queensland. 
Instead of that. wP find a definite statement 
made to t·he effect that a Inca] firm that is 

·doing its best for the people in Queensland 
who$use fertilisers is being penalised for the 
benefit of New South Wales Hrms. 

I do not think there is any argument 
required to prove that there is' ,, shortage 

·of rolling-stock. That is made perfectly 
plain in paragraphs in papers all over 
Queensland. Even in Brisbane one can seo 
how acute the position is. One paragraph 
says:-

"As a result of the shortage of engines 
cause-d by so many being locked up at 
the Ipswich workshops, tne E'ngino of the 
Sydney mail had to be utilised to"night to 
haul a train to Ipswich. At the last 
moment the usual goods train from I3ris· 
bane to Toowoomba. which leaves at 
6.20 p.m., was cancelled, owing, it is 
understood, to no C'ngino bring avail­
able. At least one other <rood" train was 
cancelled. The inabilitv to secure 
engines for goods trains ·for both the 
northern and southern districts is already 
caus'ng an accumulation of goods in thoe 
yard." 

[Mr. Moore. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
has exhausted the time allowed him by the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. SW A Y:'•m (lllinzn·i) : Mr. Speaker, 
before you leave the chair, t!wre are one or 
two matter, I should like to draw attention 
to and I do not think there is anything 
m~re important than the evil practice that 
has grown up under the present Admini_s­
tration of passing huge s':'ms '!f p~blrc 
money without any opportumty hemg _grven 
for criticism in Parliament. 1f there Is one 
right more than another that !s insiste~ on 
by the people's repr.,sentatJves m the Bntish 
Parliament, it is the right to say what the 
taxation shall be 'lnd the expenditure of that 
taxation. Last night I looked back over the 
figures for the last five years and calculated 
the hugG sums that have been put through 
this House under Standing Order 307 with­
out the slightest opportunity being given for 
criticism or discussion. The ligun·s are:-

In 1920 over £14,00G,OCG.OOO. 
In 1921 over £9,000,000. 
In 1922 over £19,000,000. 
In 1923 over £6,000 000. 
In 1924 over £19,000,000. 

I could give the items, but only intend to give 
tho aggregatr• f'lliD~ ju-;t n;,w. Th 0 y also 
include the £2,500,000 passed each sessiOn for 
t.he ew;;uing year. I vnll giy,) the items 
at a later stage on the Estimate-'. I ask 
the Government in nroba bl~i the last ses­
sion that th0y are -going ·to sit on the 
Treasury benches, how they can justify con­
duct of that kind. It may be urged that we 
have sixtee>1 davs for di,cus~wn of the Esti­
mates. But, if sixteen days are found insuffi­
cient for the proper discussion of the Esti­
mates we should be given a longer period. 
Only 'last session the Opposition asked for 
three days longer-three dflvs that arc pro­
vided for under the Standing Order-and it 
was denied us by the then Treasurer, Mr. 
Theodore. One thing which io most notice­
able is that, although thR Estimates of 
various departments that ha,·e been over­
looked one year have been brought up 
another year, they have not been fully d~s­
cussed. For instance I notice that the raJ!­
ways-I do not propose to rder to railways 
to-day in view of the motion of which the 
leader of the Oppos: tion has (!'iven notice for 
to-morrow-have onlv been discCissed twice · 
during the five years' I have referred to. In 
connection with the Trust Ftmds which have 
been used for State enterprises. such as Stat" 
stations, and which have bct'n rrsponsiblc for 
huge losses, and about wh;oh such grave 
suspicions prevail in regard tn questiOnable 
practices, we have never heC'n offered an 
opportunity to discuss matters for oome­
thing like Hve years. That is a gross wrong 
for the people whose money is being spent 
under these votes. 

Another matter I want to refer to is th,, 
·influx of the Italians and Southern Europeans 
to the sugar industry in North Queensland. [ 
quite recognise that these people make very 
valuable settlers, and that Queensland ha• 
ample room for people of that type-the better 
portion of them-but it is not a good thing 
that one industry should be monopolised uy 
them. It is more desirable that the··e people 
should spread themselves out over the State 
and assist in various other industries. What 
is going to happen in regard to the sugar 
industry is that, if the time comes when they 
monopolise the industry, it will be very 
largely to our detriment in the South in 
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regard to anything in the shape of embargoes 
or preferential duties. I contend that I am 
speaking in the interests of those Italians who 
already own farms as much as in the interest 
of any other section of the communitv. 
Furthermore, constant irritation is going on. 
We know that during the present crushing 
season mill after mill ha• been hung up. The 
South Johnstone mill-which is a Government­
controlled mi11-was held up three weeks, and 
trouble has arisen from time to time in other 
sugar distrids. In the district I represent 
on two or three occasions recently the sale 
of lanr! has boon held up, and mill hands hav0 
refused to crmh cane coming from farms 
which have been under terms of sale to 
Italians. 

Mr. HYNES: You suggested that Italians 
should be excluded by this Government. 

Mr. SW A YNE: It is not a rillht thing thnt 
any body of employees should interfere with 
the progress of lawful bu<ine,s. At the same 
·bime I ·can quite realise the wav these men 
look at the matter. If we had a ·Government 
in P"Wer worthv of their name such a state 
of th;ngs would not prevail.' I recent]v 
point0d out that. under the Sugar Cultivatio!1 
Act of 1913. the Government had ample 
power to d"al with these difficulties. Under 
that Art thrv have unrestricted power to 
apply thP education test to evervone embark-
ing in the industry-- · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC W'ORKS: You 
know they cannot apply that test. 
·Mr. CORSER: If the QuPensland Railwav 

Union told you to do it, you would do it. · 

Mr. SvV A YNE: But thev were eo buw 
dect'onPering at the expei'Se ·of the Commori­
wealth Gon'rnmi'nt that thev were afraid to 
touch it. Th~v have allowPrl all this trouble 
to arise. and have not nsed the power they 
have. I sav that the Government have the 
power to apnly the dictation test to anyone 
embarkin'l' in thP sugar industry. I would 
not bo in order if I referred to debates on 
'Other questionR during this session~ but. 
generallv sneaking-. I may say that all sorts 
nf opprobrious enithets were apnlied to me 
·because of mv a<'tir>n in exposing the weakness 

of thP Government in this matter. 
T11.30 a.m.] and thP ease for the other side 

was made to re't on a regulatim1 
nndPr th<> Art which specifically excluded its 
applirotion to the people. But· we know that 
a rerrnlat;on unrl0r an Act is th" creation of 
the Governrncnt f0r the tin1e being. A regula­
tion mav be mad" to-dav and rescinrlcd or 
amended to-morrow without the slightest 
refPrPncP to the Crown. We know that :1\l 
that is rf'fPrred fo the Crown is the Act its0lf. 
In th<' Act to "·hirh T am referring there 
is a power to rlca 1 with these people or any­
bcdv ... he. and the Grown sanctionPd that 
power bPing givPn to the Queensland GovPrn­
nlent. Tf the Government make regulations 
under that power, thev can also, in their 
wisrlom. a hro<rate what they have done, or 
they can g-ive themselves a new power. 

Mr. HYXES: They cannot disregard treaty 
obligation~. 

Mr. SW A Yl\TE: It is no use for the hon. 
memlwr f,-,r Townsvi!lo or anv other hon. 
memb0r th"refor~. trving to sloi~ld himself hy 
the rPP'Ul!'ltion~. bec·,,use tbP GoYernrPent can 
nlter them to-mot·row if thev like. It is all 
non"-'"'" to drag- the Rnsto.';rt'on of LPases 
to A 'i"ns Act i~to ;t. ·what has that got to 
do with canecutters? What have thev got to 
do with freehold? Nothing whatever. It ·s 

merely a red herring dral!ged across the trail 
to divert the attention of the people of Queens­
land from their own remissness and slackness 
in dealing with this question so vital to the 
North; and, since we are discussing griev­
ances. it is only right and proper to bring 
the matter up and point out the trouble that 
is arising, and to point out to the people 'lf 
Queensland that, if the Government were 
worthv of their name, they themselves would 
deal with it. At any rate. it is only right 
and iust that the people of Queensland should 
be shown that the powf'r exists in the hands 
of the Government if the necessity arises to 
use it. 

Moreover, they have asserted in their argu­
ment that the 'Imperial Government would 
not allow any action on their part. Yet the 
very pe<Jple ·who say that the gneenslal!d 
Government are deba.rred from domg certam 
things claim that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment should take much more drastic action ! 
If the ImpNial Govcrnmnnt ot' treatv 
rights were likely to int<'rfrrc with th,o 
Queensland Government in respect of any 
bona fide action they may take, how 
much more likelv would th 'V he to 
Yetn any more stl-in!!Pnt or n10.r0 drastic 
action on the nart of the Commnnweal1h 
Government? The ar<rument WO'lld anply 
with equal force in both ras<'<. If the State 
Government would be prohibited from touch­
ing the matter. thnn most pcrtainly t.hf' 
Commonwealth Government would be. Hon. 
members opposite must sec how 11loc;ical they 
are. Thev excuse their own inaction on the 
~'""und 0f probabl" I mp<'rial interfPrencf'; 
yet. at the same time they ""-Y that the 
Commom'I'Palth Government <honld g-o much 
further and take action of much gt·eater 
scone,. 

1\fr. HYNES: You .kYJow thnt i·1 that con­
nection it is onlv the CDmmonwealth Govern­
mpnt that ca;n take action. 

:VIr. SWA YNE: That is not so. The ques­
tion of Imnerial vpto doE's not ari"' in cvm­
"er-tion with regulations that arf' within 
tlw scope of en' Art that thP Crown has 
nssented to. I think nothin:~; mor<> need 
l'e said to show the aJ:.•,urd'tv of the atti­
tudQ 0£ hon. m0rnbers o:1po~itr. 

Whilst we are discussing- grievances, I would 
like to rrfer to some of the broken promises 
of the Government. 

This is the last cPS'i<'n 0f thie Parliament, 
and it is the last opportunity that hon. mem­
bers opposite will have to redeem those 
promises. The ex-Premier h1s in the past 
over and over again promised the primary 
producers of Oueenslancl a measure t.hat will 
relieve them of the injustices under which 
thev are suffPring at the present time in 
connP<'tion with ineomP taxation. W" know 
the disastrous effect the present legislation 
has on the primarv prodnc<'r<, who have to 
contend with JrOOd end barl seasons and 
f!nctnating prices. That anplies enually 
whrther the prodncf'r is nrodncing- crops or 
live stock, and it is onlv rig\-! and just, 
especially under the present syetem of a 
g-radnaJP.d tax. thflt some n.vcrarring RV~tem 
sh0uld be eetablished. I have inveoti.gated 
these anomalies. and I dcs;rc to illnetrate 
the rcsu1ts of the present svstem. I will takP 
the casP of a business man: commPPcial man. 
or profeosion" I mftn whooe hxable income 
amounts tr, £500 per annn"". o-iving an aggre­
vate taxable income of £2 500 over a period 
of five years. I will now take the case of an 
artisan or clerk whose t~Lxab!P income for 

l/7-. 8wayne.1 
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the same period is £250 'per annum, making 
in fl!l a tQxablo income of £1 250, or half 
that of the previous cltse. I will now take 
the case of a small produc€'r or grazier who 
during that five-year period obtains £1,250, 
but, owing to the fluctuations which I have 
mentioned-a run of four bad seasons, which 
is likely to occur in our climoto, and the rise 
and foil of prices-his actual income amounts 
to onlv £62 10s. a year-not sufficient to live 
on-fo"r thJ pcriod of fo•Jr years, and then 
he has one guod se&"OTI yielding a big crop 
and trturning fl big price. and he rPceives 
£1.0~0. During that five-year period he h:1,s 
not received '' ny more than the clerk or 
artis1n in a settled regular position. and he 
h&s received only half the income received by 
the commercial man. While in the one case 
the business man received an aggregate of 
£2 500 and pays an income tax of £12 per 
&nnum, or an agg-reg-ate of £60 for the five­
year period and while the clerk or artisan is 
assured of £250 p·r annum for a period oF five 
years and pays an income tax of £1 12s. 1d. 
at 6.372d. in the £1 per annum or an aggre­
gate of £8 4s. 7d., the producer \rho during 
the four years h"s been existing on the 
starvation lino will pay for that one good 
year income tax amountinp: to £50. He has 
to pay six ti,ncs as much a• the man in 
receipt of £250 per annum and has to pay 
nearly as much as the p8rson in receipt of 
£500 per a•mum. His o~e ve&r's income is 
taxed at the rate of 12rl. in-the £1. and he 
loses all th0 exemptions the other £1 250 m&n 
enjovs. That will illuotrat<l the gross 
anomalies anrl the unj'lst ircirlence of taxa­
tion in this State. We on this side represent 
the country interests, and the case I have just 
quotcrl clearly exposes tl1P fraudulent claims 
by hon. members onposite to represent the 
countn irtrrcsts. >Ve have over and over 
again fought th;s matter ont. and the Govern­
~ent in th~ p•st ha _ve promised to deal with 
It. They did deal With It What thev did was 
tp ~vC'r'"~!rr the jnrorr1e over a period~ of years 
to prm·irle for the year in which the settler 
got no in,cmc at ali. It wlts a cas0 though 
of "Thank God for nothing." One~ vou get 
into the p:raon of the Income Tax Depart­
ment you do not <;et much relief from 
the present averaging svstem. If you 
have an income o' on!v haff-a.-crown for the 
year, it debo r~ the taxp>tyer from the bene­
fits of the sect O'i that wos passed to provide 
for aYrra{[ln~ incomes. To crjrrv ont the Act 
in that way is simply "' Theodoric 0vas'on. It 
is character'stic of most of the acts of admini­
stratirn of the Government. If the Govern­
ment h1se b<'en consiotent at all thev have 
been consistent in this matter. 'I ask now 
while we have a part of the session still to 
go that this motter affecting the primary pro­
ducers sho•lld be dealt with. It is perfectly 
fai~ that I sJ,ould bring it up, &nd we are 
entitled to consideration in this regard. 

As we arp abont to consider the Estimates 
I ask th~t the abuse of p<trliamentary usag~ 
of allowml' h·•gc S11ms to be voted without 
the slightest opportunity being afforded by 
the GoYernment of diocussing- or criticising 
them shou'd receive redress. Thi;; redress can 
v.ery ea.silv be mn de without extending the 
time allowrd for the Estimates. Previous to 
the preq<'nt Ad>rinistration coming into office 
Mr. Denh1m, who was t.hen Premier allowed 
the Estim" tcs one y<'ar to be tnken from onr, 
end, and the next year allowed of their con­
sider·•tion from the other end. We always 
got through more than one-half of the Esti­
m&tes by this method. E meant that at least 

f Mr. Swayne. 

every two vears every vote was fully dis­
cussed. Although this Administration ha& 
been asked to follow that practice it hns never 
been adopted. The Government last session 
would not even allow an extra three days' dis­
cussion on Estimates which involved several 
millions of pounds, although it is allowable 
under our Standing Orders. If ever there 
was a gross abuse of the powpr exercised in 
this House by the majority, it was on that 
occasion. If the Government want to redeem 
their character, and if thev want to be 
ab1e to take to themselves credit when they 
g-o to the electors of honest administration, 
it is up to them to allow t.bis House a full 
discussion before every vote is p&ssed. 

Mr. KERR (gnoggera): Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to voice one or two grievances. 
before you leave the chair. I p&rticularly 
want to take exception to recent action by 
the Cab'nct in vetoing a proposal in regard 
to something outside the jmisdiction of the 
Cabinet alto get her. They ha vc t&ken upon 
themselves to veto a proposal against the 
public interr,ts, and ag-ainst an authority 
which has been est a blishcd bv thi' Parlia­
ment. I refer to the Brisbane 'l'ramw&y 
Trust, in w.hich the Government have a 
financial interest only, and it can only be 
bcc&use of that reason that thev have exer­
cised the power I complain of. The action of 
the Cabinet in vetoing a proposal of the Bris­
b.,n(\ rrra.m'V;.'IV Trust h-18 PO lnstttication 
whatever. The intention of Parliament and· 
the authority of the law has been departed 
from and entirely overlooked. 

A great deal of dissatisfaction has occurred 
in regard to the action taken by the Govern­
ment in this matter. If it is the intention of 
this House, by law, to perform a c<crtain 
thing, then a smaller body of men not mter­
ested in the matter should not take away 
from the people the rights to which the people 
are entitled, and I am justified &t all times 
in taking exception to such action. I shall 
put the question concisely. The Brisbane 
Tramway Trust recommended the m;nstruc­
t'on of a certain 0xtension in mv electorate. 
The matter was dealt with by Cabinet. and 
the rcco,-umendation of the Tramway Trust 
was absolutelv vetoed. The Government are 
not entitled ii; such circumstances to vctr, such 
a matter. On page 174 of "Hansard" for 
1922, during the debate on the Brisbane Tram­
WILY Trust Bill, these remarks will be found-

" Mr. Kcrr: Who will decide the ques­
tion of extensions? 

" THE HoME SECRETARY: That is a 
matter which I will deal with on the 
second reading_ It will be better for me 
then to deal with the question fully and 
frankly from every point of view." 

That was all right; but, when the second 
reading of the Bill came on, the ex-Premier, 
tho hon. member for Chillagoc', dealt with the 
Bill at that stage, and. according to 
" Hansard," p&ge 1529 of 1922, he had this 
to say-

" In polioy matters the trust will have 
control." 

Later, on the same page, the hon. gentleman 
said-

" The trust is charged with the dut:l 
of formulating- the policy relating to 
future extensions of the tramway, and 
so on.'' 

Such sentiments were supported bv hon. 
members on both sides when the Bill went 
through. Under that Bill an advisory board 
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was referred to. and the ex-Premier stated, 
" Even this board has not overriding 
powers" YPt we have the Government, 
through Cabinet. overriding the legislation of 
the State and preventing this extension after 
it was recommerded by the Brisbane Tram­
way Trust. It has been set out in various 
"Government Gazettes" that the Tramway 
'l'rmt may apply by Order in Council fo.r 
anything in the public interests, and such 
application will he granted. That has been 
done in this case_ "nd the recommendation 
has been vetoed. This extension was for the 
public b0neGt. and the Government had no 
right whatever to turn it down. At a later 
stage I shall f1 g::t in ask the Government, 
through tl-e Home SPcretary-who is adminis­
tering the Act-to grant that Pxtonsion. 
Whenever the public is to benefit from a 
pub:ic ntiFty the rmblic interests mu.ot pre­
vail. It is provided that facilities must be 
given to the people; they must be saved 
<'xpcnse as far as possible, and saved trouble. 
This tramway extension which was recom­
mended bv the Bris!-•ane Tramwav Trust 
fulfils those· three conditio:1s. Yet the "Govern­
ment stepped in and vetoed the proposition. 
'I'he public benefit was not considered by the 
Cabinet. 

Mr. Theodore, who had charge of this 
Bill, as reported on page 1529 of " Hansard" 
for 1922. had this to say : 

" They will have to employ their 
experts to manaf!o the tramwavs, and 
they must give t.hem free and ;mtram­
melled control of the tramways to ensure 
success." 

Of conrse that is a principle that can again be 
supported bv every member of this House. 
Th0v should have the untrammelled control 
which it was exrectcd would be given to 
them when t-he B.1ll was going through, and 
I want to know under what circumstance.< 
any Government have the rig-ht to veto a 
pr_oposal w h!ch hns on its side everything 
fa1r, everythmg honourable, and everything 
necessary. I am going- to quote from cor­
respondence in connection with this matter. 
First of all, I take the Comm:ssione-r for Rail­
ways. As s0 on_ apparently. as the Commis­
sioner for Railways heard that this extension 
was going to be built, he wrote to the Home 
Secretary :-

"That both i'outes were good lines, 
so f1 r as settlement was concerned. 

" That the competition with !-he Rail­
way Department was not serious, as the 
'bus fA·re was hig-h, but if the tram fare 
is fi'<cd at 3d. the pru-;ent S"l'vic<' would 
take a good deal of the railwa.y's busi­
ncRs." 

We all know that the fare on all new exten­
sions is 4d., and that argument should not 
r:revail with the Government. The Commis­
sioner, in another part of his letter, s1id :-

"That part of the district adjacent 
to Newm,rket road and the first portion 
of the Kedron Brook road. is well served 
bv the railway etations at \Vindwr and 
Wilston. w\Jirh had seventeen trains per 
dav to the citv. 

'' He (the Commissioner) considered it 
unwise to "!low one public utility to 
compete with another. 

" Settlement in the neighbourhood of 
Grange road woukl best be served via 
King street. and thi'l rout-e would cater 
for a nu"Yllwr of people who would not 
be affncted by the Newmarket road pro­
posal." 

That was referred t-0 the Tramway Trust, 
which placed before the Home Secretary an 
unan"werable argument as to why this p~r­
ticular extension should be proceeded w1th. 
and an Order in Council granted. The 
arguments placed by the trust before the 
Home Secretary are uttanswerable, and what 
led the Home Secretary to get. into the 
present position is more than I can under-­
stand. It is impossible to understand the 
attitude of the Home Secretary, who placed 
the matter before a V'ery limit-ed· Cabinet 
and then veto~d the proposal which was 
backed un by the local progress association~ 
backed up by the local authorities, and 
backed up by tramway needs in the locality 
itself and aloo backed by the Tramway 
Trust. If there is any argument at. all for , 
the Government vetoing such a prr posal; l 
am at a loss to understand it. The Tramway 
Trust had this to say :-

" The Commi;;;sioner's views were care­
fully oonsidcred and with ~r. _Davidson 
the members of the trust agam \11Spected. 
The trust, however, was still of the 
opinion that the tra,nlme. should be 
''onstructed via Newmarket road. 

" The trust, while agreeing to tht• 
King street route, bemg 37 chains shorter 
from a construction point of view, thn 
Kedron Brook road rout-e to the city 
was 26 chains shortN-over half a mile 
for every trip-equal to 3 200 miles per 
annum. This would be· incurred at the· 
same fare and would lengthen the time 
occupied in travelling. 

"The trust enclosed a map showing 
the settlement and stated that it was 
obvious that the Newmerkct road route 
would serve a greater population. 

" The trust also pointed out that at 
present four 'buses served this area-· 
three via Kedron Brook road and one 
via King sh·ect. These_ ·~uses co':lld 
scarcPlv cone with the trafhc. 1rrespecllV<1 
of high fares. This the trust considnred 
suflic18nt evidence that a large propor­
tion of the residents arc not satisfied 
with the train service and found it too 
inconvenient. 

" The trust still considers the route 
via Newmarket road woul-d be in thil 
interests of the greater proportion of 
the residents." 

I hope the Home Secretary will _ go bac_k 
on what he has done when evHlence 1s 
brought before him _and g-i':" th:se addit!o:-'al 
facilities. The tram serv1ce JS l!ot giV·_ng 
satisfaction as thoro are not. wffic!Cnt trams 
to meet th~ demand of the t•avelhng public, 
who are suffering great injustice, and there 
is every possibility of that i11:nstice increa;s­
ing. Snreiy the R~ilway Dcpartmer~ wt!l 
not say that the rodway e~commodatlo" 1s 
sufficient to meet the reomrements of the 
public. I take the Yiew that railwavs in a 
closely populated centre w_ill never _meet the 
requirements of the pub!Jc. As time goes 
on and the populetion contivues to increase, 
the railways in the metropolitan area will 
be quite inadermate to meet the needs of the 
travelling public, and th" qu,~tion of electri­
fication should be cons1dered bv the Govern­
ment. The bPnefit that has "been der'ved 
from electrificetion of the metropolitan rail­
way systems in other parts of Austro lia is 
shown particuhrlv in Ml'lbonrne. Tho Go­
vernment urdoubtedlv will reve to take the 
matter of electrification of tbe metropolitan 

Mr. J(err.1 
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railways into consideration; ~mt in the mean. 
time the Government step m and say that 
c.dditional services apart from the extension 
of the tramways cannot be allmYed. Why do 
the Government not permit the Tramway 
Trust to make extensions to me0t the require­
ments of the travelling public? It is said 
that the Cabinet will not revoke previous.. 
decisions. I hope that the Home Secretary 
will take into consideration what I have 
said, and definitely decide to do something 
in the matter. 

I mentioned that in course of time the rail. 
ways would not meet the requirements of 
traffic in the metropolitan area. Th" 
Clerk of the House has courteously handed 
me an extract horn a work in which the 
then Secretary for Public Works is reported 
as having given utterance to the doctrine 
that the Government should never lend assist­
ance to the construction of a railway wher0 
boat communication was available. This was 
in connection with the survey of the railway 
line from Brisbane to Ipswich. 'l'he Secre­
tary for Public Works of that day said that 
we should not provide railway accommoda­
tion where there were water facilities. Th0 
present Government are taking up the stand 
that where we have a cumbersome Railway 
Department we should not give the Tramway 
Trust power to grant additional facilities 
to the travelling public. In conclusion. I 
say that primarily the ratepayers of this 
area ac,copt thE> financial responsibility for 
their proposal. The ratepayBrs there havp 
formed some of the strongest progress asso­
ciations in Queensland, and under the cir­
cumstances I have mentioned thev are 
entitled to' consicleration, but the Govern­
ment in their wisdom have seen fit to veto 
the proposals of the Tramway Trust. 
They are responsible to the people. and they 
should do the will of the people. They 
should have regard to the int<>ntions of Par­
liament when the Brisbane Tramway Trust 

Act was going through. I hope 
[12 noon} that the Home Secretary will rearl 

what I have said this morning, 
and that, whenever the reque?t is repeated, 
hf' will give it cansideration. One member 
of the. Government party, the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove, presented a petirion to the 
Government direct or to caucus. HE' is con­
versant with the requests of thP petitioners. 
but the,re is no intention to do what ha, 
been asked for. 

Mr. V\'RIGHT: How do you know? 

~Ir. KERR : I read it in the Press. 
Mr. WRIGHT: How do you know there- rs 

no intention to do it? 

Mr. KERR: 'l'he extensio11 would have 
heen mado a long time ago had the Govern­
ment not interfered. 

Mr. WRIGHT: That is not a fair statement. 
Mr. KERR: It is. 
The SPEAKER : Ord('r ! 

Mr. KERR: It is a fair statement, became 
Alderman ,Jolly, who was th8n a member of 
the trust,. attended a public meeting and 
told the people, " Your extension has been 
agreed to' and is the first on the list to be 
commenced"; bnt since +bat rlav other 
extensions have been complett'Cl. an"d I sa,. 
definitely now that probably if it had been 
intended to allow th0 extension it would 
have been completed by nwv. I hnpe that 
metropolitan members will see that the 
roqm"ts of the public, for which thev are 
justified in asking, arc granted. · 

[J1r. Kerr. 

There is another matter of great import­
ance to the State on which I wish to touch. 
I want to take the opportunily of point_ing 
out certain anomalies, difficul!ies, and inJus­
tices which have occurred m regard to 
soldier settlements. Everything done for 
the soldier has been done with a very 
bad grace. After a long number of y~mrs 
some of the best settlers have been dnven 
off their holdings because of a lack of 
svmpathy on the part of the Government. 
From the verv inception of these settlements 
the Government have never accepted. the 
returned soldier at his true value. There IS no 
question whatever about that, and I shall 
quote proof of what I have said. We must 
not forget that soldier settlement is .a very 
important matter to the State financ1ally. 

On 30th June last th!' Commonwealth had 
advanced over £2.500,000 to the State for 
the purpose of assisting soldier settlem~nt. 
The interest due on that amount rm;s wto 
approximately £700,000 over a s1x-:y:ear 
period, so that, when we tackle the 9ueshon, 
W8 are dealing with a charge aga1· st con­
solidated revenue in the vicillity of three­
quarters of a million ~terling. Ho1;. members 
will agree that that Js a pr0tty blf; amount. 
The Commonwealth is helping soldier settle· 
ments and the State consirlPrabh·. In the 
first place the Commonwealth allows a rebate 
of about '£282,000, or in the vicirity of 40 
per cent., from the interest dne by th~ State. 
That is a very fair thing for the Common­
wealth to do; and. when we take into 
"-Ccount the amount which has been paid in 
interest bv the soldiers them~elves-£153,000 
-we find' over a period of, say, six years, 
that the State has had to proYide only 
£270 000 in interest or approximately 
£50,000 a year. Co~sidering- the liberal 
nature of the concession given by the 
Commonwealth, it was " up " to the State 
to do a great deal more than it has done in 
this regard. We must remember that all 
this loan money, which is a great ass0t to 
thn State, was borrowed from the Common­
wealth for five years at the rate of 2~ per 
cent., afterwards increasing. The Federal 
Government moreoYer, on 17th Julv last 
announced that they were goiug to write off 
£475.000 of the principal owirr;; by the State 
and that the rate of intert'ct Y as to be 
reduced to 5 per cent. after 31st December, 
1930. 

That· proves conclusively that the Com­
monwealth Government have in a financial 
way given this State opportunities to do 
more for the returned men than this State 
ever contemplated doing. I repeat again 
that the so.dim· settlets h~v0 nc,-N been 
t-aken at their proper value. The Secretary 
for Public Land' last year stated-

" The position at Beerburrum is du~ 
to poor soil o,·er wh'ch I have no con­
trol. and the snf;ge-tion that sekctors 
should be transferred to other areas and 
re-estabEshed there is a costly and 
doubtful undertaking.'' 

It is verv difficult to understand the hon. 
grntlemai;'s reasoning iL such a statement. 
He contends that the tramfcr of these 
settlers wou'd be a costlv undertaking. but 
T contend that it wonld "be more costly to 
keep them wh0re they a.re. It is more 
costly for this State to keep thcs<: settlers 
with two m· three vears' expenence on 
barrcm land than plitce them on proper 
country. Where is there any support for 
the statement that it wonlcl be too costly to 



Supply, [8 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 411 

,·cmove these settlers from Beerburrum? 
.:Surely the Secretary for Public Lands 
Inust know that it is n1o1·e f'03tiV to keep 
them there when tlwv conlcl lw • vcrv well 
utili~cd in t.he <mrne·· adivity in a'nother 
part of the State. H<• says that it would 
be a doubtful proposition. If he would 
tackle the matter in a proper way, he 
would find th•tt it is not a doubtful pro­
position. In support of that et ttc>rncnt I 
·desire str<mgly to point out that, when 
these sett ers were permitt.•d to select their 
.QWll land and carry out their own improve~ 
ments of their own volition in their own 
way. there was an increase of 59 sottlers 
between the years 1921 and 1924; but under 
·the system of group settlement, where the 
Government had control and wlwro certain 
barren land and salt marshes were pur­
>Chased at £11 10s. per acre and the settlees 
debited with that amount, the number of 
.,ctticrs decreased bv 575 in thn•e vears. 
vVhcre the matter \,·ae under Government 
>Control the settlers left the place in dis· 
gust. At 'o:ne of the railway ,,jdings to­
clay one can see stacks of ca{-t s reprcsent­
mg hundreds of pound, and farm imple­
ments representing thousands of pounds 
all depreciating, but no attempt made by 
the Gon•rnment to make the loss as small 
.as p03siblc_ I know that theee salt marshes 
and barren sand lancJs have cau~rod the 
~ettlers to lose heart in their undertaking. I 
know of one man who spent three and a-half 
\'Cars at Bcerburrum on a farm in which he 
bar! in_vcstecl the amount of his gratuity bond 
and h1s deferred pay. He was a verv fine 
type of citizen and was a farmer before 'going 
Dn to that area. He had won the Militarv 
·Cross. had two bars, the D. S.O., the Croix 
·de Guerre. and thP Roval Cross of St. 
George. H£' was a. man \\:ith thr ri;·ht tom­
peran:ent and was absolutely physically fit. 
but h1s efforts were a complete " wa~h-out '' 
and to -cl ay he is working on constructi~n 
work. He shoJ.!Id never have been allowed 
to lean• a fanmng occupation. Tha.t i5 onlv 
on" case. but I know of dozen> and dozen~s 
where th_c men were not vvastcrs, bn1 rncn 
of experwnc? and of the best standing in 
the commumty ... They have gin'll of their 
all; Y•"t the lVhmster says that it would be 
a costly undertaking to give them a fair 
·chance. 

There is one point I wish to make clear. 
In 1921, on page 1424 of "Hansard." th.e 
hon. member for Murrumba asked for a· Roydl 
Commission to inquire into these matt~rs. 
That was more _than four years ago. When 
I first entered th1s House I visited the various 
.<oldier settlements. and as a result of rnv 
Yisit I also ask~d that a Royal Commission 
'hould he appomted to inquire into them. 
The Go:'crnment as yE't have taken no action. 
·what <:hd they do? They appointed a usreless 
and nebulous valuation board and sent th'l 
m<embers of this board around the various 
'ettk·ments. They received an allowance of 
£1 5s. a day, and the cost to the State up t.v 
the 30th June last was £1,341. lt was patent 
to everyone that the valuations of t.ho br,ard 
were onlv office valuations, anrl that their 
work could have been done in the office. 

Mr. WARREN: Hear, hear! Absolutely, it 
<'Ould. 

Mr KERR: The Governmen:- have hesi­
tated to appoint a Roval Commission in con­
nection with this matter, and have beom 
attempting to deceive the soldier settlers into 
t.he belief that something is being done for 

them. Their policy of waiting has cost th•.' 
State a great loss in man-power and money­
a loss that in some instances cannot be over­
come. When the valuation board brought in 
their report, what did they do? They ga V•' 
concessions to those men who had made no 
aitempt to meet their obligations with respect 
to the repayment of interest. and told the 
men who had met their obligations that they 
must kPep on paying. The m<m who would 
not pay had their periods of paymPnt extende•l 
in some instances to 1926 and 1927. I know 
of a settler in my electorate who was ,,n 
inmate of the Stanthorpe Sanatorium, suffer­
ing from tuberculosis-one of. the worst 
diseases of the war. He was compelled by 
the Government to pay his interest. He 
wrote a letter to the Government asking that 
the interest he paid should be deducted from 
his capitaL That was a very rcasonabl<> 
rPquest. He said, "Let the cash I have paid 
in be deducted from my account. Failing 
that, place it to my credit for the payment of 
interest in the ensuing years." He was too 
honourable a man to ask for his money back. 
He wrote this letter to the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" Hon. W. McCormack, 
" Minister for Lands. 

" Dear Sir,-I enclose herewith letter 
received by me from the Agricultur.1l 
Bank in regard to my request for con· 
sideration. So far as payments of interes·• 
by me is concerned, I am one of very 
few on Enoggera Settlement who panl 
their interest charges, and I am also "· 
tuberculosis patient, and I appeal to yoa 
to give fair consideration to my rcque>'l.. 
which is only equitable, because m•"• 
who refrained from paying their interest 
charges could have done so, and that 
discrimination is being made. I, for m.v 
honesty, am being made the butt of tlieir 
ridicule. 

HI roma1n, 
"Yours truly, 

"RoBERT DuFF." 

The Secretary for Public La- ds in reply 
stated-

" Department of Public Lands, 
"Brisbane, 1st May, 1925. 

"Ref. No. G.S.S. 36. 
" Sir,-I am in receipt of your letter 

of the 22nd instant wherein you request 
that the concessions granted by the Go­
vernment to borrowers under the Dis· 
charrred Soldiers' Settlement Acts in 
resp~ct of unpaid interest dues be ex­
tended to you. 

" The contents thereof have been care­
fully noted, and in reply I would inform 
you· that it is regretted your request 
~annat be acceded to as the concessions 
granted do not apply in your c17se, as has 
already been explamed to you m a lettPr 
dated ·16th ultimo from the Agriculture<! 
Bank. 

" In reference to your further remarks 
it may be pointed out that \\herever it ;s 
ascertained that a borrower has inten­
tionally refrained from paying his dues, 
although able to do so, suitable action 
will be taken. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"W. McCORMACK, 

" Minister for Lands." 
" Mr. Robert Duff, 

"Soldiers' Settlement. Enoggera." 

Mr. Kerr.~ 



412 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Absolute camouflage. There is not ono 
word of sincerity in that last- paragraph. 
I know of no case throughout Queensland 
where any of those settlers have had con­
sidoraticn. This man put a very fair propo­
sition to the Government. He was told 
by the superviwr out on his settlement- that, 
if he d.id not pay this money, he would have 
to got off his holding. He was bullied and 
b!udl!conecl ir.to paying this interest, and 
he paid it out cf the rwnsion that he received 
from the f'o nmonwealth Government. while 
in the Stanthorpe Sanatorium, ;uffering 
from "T.B." The fair and reasonable pro­
position which he put to this Government, 
through the Secretary for Lands, was turned 
dcwn flat. The<<' things are happening in 
our midst. Satisfact.ion has not been given 
to these men. Anomalies h•ve been created. 
Whore this interest has been paid, why 
could it not be wiped out and these men 
allowed to deduct it fro-n their capital com­
mit'11cnts? I a'k t.he Minister to have this 
interest deducted from the capital, and I 
shall poster him to do so on every occasion 
I can find in this House. If that cannot be 
done. as an alternative I suggest that the 
payment.s be placC'd to his credit, and, as 
interest falls due, his indebtedness be reduced 
accordingly. 

Mr. FARRELL: Does that apply to bankers 
alsc? 

Mr. KERR: The private banks have not 
got all the loan money that the States have 
to-d<tv. If they were getting some of t.he 
privileges the States are getting, it might 
apply. The present arrangement is not an 
equ'table one. ond the valnations on soldier 
settlements should be reconsidered. We 
know that men have no' paid their interest 
and thrr t some men arc going scat-free, 
whereas the other man who has paid his 
interest is net granted any concession at 
all. Why not give these men credit for 
their payments and so give them encourage­
ment? If it cannot be taken off the 
capital, it should be taken off their future 
pay·,nerts of interPst. That. i; fair and 
reasonable. We know that some havo dodged 
payment. 

Having dealt with those two matt.ers there 
is just one other matter that I w.ish to refer 
to. 

According to the latest statistics the 
passengers on the c,'ueens:,,nd railways have 
paid in ono vC'ar £1.728 000 out of a total 
revenue of £5. 714,COC. In other words, 30 
per cent. of the revenue of the Queensland 
railwavs last year was paid by passengers 
traYcllin£\' on those railways. The passengers 
carried have been increasing- bv a million 
per year, and I cortend th:1."t the travelling 
public to-clay is insuffieicntlv catered for. 
At va 1·ious hours of the day people are 
packed together more or less like cattle in 
trucks, and seeing that nearly £2,000.000 
yearly are f'xtracted in railway fares, it must 
be admitt~d th~t th"v arc entitled to a good 
deal morP cons'd.eration than they are getting 
to-day. I deAmtcly sav that the Enog"'Pra 
branch line in my electorate can be c>~lled 
the Cinderella of the metropolitan raqway 
service. Wc- hn.ve never hr~cl a proper service. 
We have pressed for additional trains on 
several occasions. and I can quite under<tand 
why they hilvf' not been g-ranted. The Com­
nlissioner for R~ilwavs makes r10 bones about 
it. He says thnt the tunn,,J will tak0 no 
more trairs · !hat that section of the line 
has a train on it all the time, and additional 
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accommodation cannot be provided. If that 
state of affairs exists, what is intended by 
it? Surely the Governmt'J't have some 
policy ! It 'has been stated th"t to f1Uadrupli­
cate the lines "ould cost well over £1.000.000. 

Then there is the important scheme that I 
have mentioned in this Honse. If million& 
are required to be expended on our railways· 
within a few miles of the mr;t.ropolis. would 
it r,ot be better to convert onr metropolitan 
lines into electric lines? It, creased accom­
modation is needed, and the travelling public 
are suffering as a result. It is one of the­
greatest problems that we haYe to deal with, 
and it rests with the Government to tackle 
thio question as it should be tacklNI. 

Mr. WRIGHT: You ought to know that this. 
overcrowding at certain hours of the day 
occurs in every capital city of the world. 

J\1r. KERR: I know there i.; overcrowding. 
As everyone knows, the population in the· 
tnetropolltan aroa is increa",ing to ~uch an 
extent that there has been overcrowding for 
at least five years. The population is stili' 
increasing. What is going to be the result? 
If the tunnel will take no more trains-if 
that section will take no more trains-how is 
the problem going to be solv"d ., Mr. 
Davidson puts the position in a nmshell, and 
i\ remains for the GovPrnmf'nt to appoint a 
Royal Commission to go into th;s question 
and see where we stand. I ask for the 
appointment of this Ro,yal Commission. Thi& 
matter requires deep thought. and it requires 
the expenditure of a considerable sum of 
money. Every member of "h<· Government 
should give this matter the keenest 
consideration. 

'l'he SPEAKER: Order l The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted tluc time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Eacham) (who, on rising, wa,< received with 
Government cheers) said: I have no inten­
tion whatever of wasting time replying to the 
so-called complaints or 1he idle words of 
those people who talk about settling farmer& 
on the land, or about questions not being 
properly ancl orderly answerr<l. by members. 
of the Ministry. 

Mr. CLAYTON: You are not game. 
The PREMIER: I have jmt as much moral 

and physical courage as the hon. member. 
Nor am I going to >Lttempt t.o deal with the 

• idle statements made by the hon. member.· 
for Enoggera about our treatment of the 
soldier settlers. 

Mr. KERR: They are not idle; they are 
true. 

The PREMIER: The late leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. Taylor-who compares more 
than favourablv with that hon. member in 
every respect-=has alrC'ady given testimony 
which has been broadcast to the'world as to, 
our generous treatment of soldier sett! ·rs. A 
very honest and manlv statement was made· 
by the hon. member for Windsor. 

GovERNMENT ME~1BERS: And they turned' 
him out. 

The PREMIER : They turned him 
out. He made a statement that this. 
Government have tr"ated these soldier settlers 
better than the Government of any other· 
State. 'l'hat. is borne out not only by the 
statement of the hon. member for Windsor 
but by facts as they exist to-daY,. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: It was done fol' 
a purpose. (Interruption.) 
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The SPEAKER: Order ! Order! 
The PRE'\1IER: They talk about _thE1 

welfare of the soldier, and they expl01ted 
the soldier by selling land to him at a lugh 
price. In Vict-oria th!)Y bought land from 
their friends at the pnces asked, and made 
it available for: the soldiers, and th•'ll 
said they were carrying out their definite 
promise to the soldier when he. wen( awa_y 
that nothiniT was too goocl for h1m. rhat lS 

what t-he soldier got fro;n the Liberal party. 
I do not i11tend to waste any time in reply­

ing to the statements of hon. member> 
-opposite about 'ettlement on the land. 
(Opposition interject-ions.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

The PREMIEH: I want to make my state­
ment in my own way; I did not interject 
when the leader of t-he Oppo"ition was speak. 
.ing. Re this cry of land scttlem~nt, Harry 
Lawson one of the most patnot1c of Aus­
tralian ' poets, in one of his compositions 
oaid that the greatest curs(' to the country• 
to-day is the individual politicians and others 
who go a bout the cour.try prating about 
settling people on the land. If then' has been 
one crime more than another that the party 
opposite have to 'mewer for, it is their policy 
-of settling people on the land and destroying 
the fir;t crop that the Almighty supplied to 
the people in t-he form of forests. That 
1\reat forc,,try authority, Mr. Hutrhins, when 
he came to Australia at the request of th'l 
West Australian Government, pointed out 
that. in connection with the cost of land 
settlement in AustrRlla th~t the greatest 
<eriminals were the Queensland Government 
--that was before the Labour Government 
-came into power~because of the destruction 
Df hardwood and softwood timbers, under 
ihe pretence of settling people on the 
land. He said that that was a crime that 
posterity would have to pay hundreds of 
millions of pounds for in the near future. 
Yet hon. members opposite prate about 
settling people on the land ! Our Govern­
ment have recognised that before we can 
settle people on the land we must do some­
thing to organise market;. \Ve are the 
Dnly Government in Australia who have 
f'ndeavoured to organise n1arkets, organise 
farmers, and secure for them a reasonable 
price for their produce. 

Jl.ir. CoRSER: In what way have you 
improved the prices? 

The PREMIER: I have always contended 
that the farmer takes two great risks. One 
risk is that which no Government can take 
away-that is, the risk of bad seasons, pests, 
cyclones, and droughts. Anot-her risk is that 
after he produces a crop-if the seasons are 
favourable and he can produce a crop­
there may be a slump in the market. The 
Government have endeavoured to secure a 
market for him at a reasonable price by the 
pooling system. The Qucenslanri Government 
are the only Government who have attPmpted 
to do that. The other Australian Govern­
ments would not attempt to clo so, because 
th<:>ir friends and supporter·· are the middle­
men. (Opposition interjections.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask hon. 
members to desist from interjections. 

The PREMIER : In regard to the main 
charge made agftinst us, and the only one 
I consider wort-h replying to-the question­
ing of the right of my Government to co­
<Jperate with the Government of New South 

\Vales and other States in contesting what 
we believe to be an unconstitutional Act of 
Parliament passed by the Commonwealth, 
which affects all the citizens of this State. 
I can well remember Mr. D<'nham when 
Premier in 1912 winning a r'ferc·ndum on 
the cry of " State Rights!" or "Home Rule 
for Queensland." I know that he used the 
term "Home Rule" in ordn to get votes 
from people who believed in Home Rule 
for Ireland. He went all over the State 
claiming that the Fisher Government were 
going to take away from ~uee: sland its 
Home Rule and the right to govern itself 
in its own way. He was successful in defeat­
ing on that occasion the referendum in 
favour of granting the necessary power t.o 
the Commonwealth to amend the Federal Con­
si itution. What is the position to day? 
Under the guise of order and good govern­
ment-a good old phrase thet was used in 
England many years ago in order to influ­
ence the men there-the Co nm:Hnvcalth 
Government are now trying to shirk their 
responsibiltics bv tak;ng power to appoint 
a suitable police magistrate as chnirma:1 of 
a special board, and by appointing their 
non1inees to do certain work, \vhich in my 
opinion, they have not got the constitutional 
power to do. 

[12.30 p.m.] 

Mr. Piddington, K.C., recently expressed 
an opinion upon this matter, with which 
I agree; and it is because I agree with Mr. 
Piddington that I have eo 'Sented to allow 
the State funds to be used to determine 
whether this law passed bv the Common­
wealth is not an infringemen of State rights 
or is not in excess of the powers of the 
Commonwealth. Mr. Piddington says in an 
article in "Smith's We-ekly"-

" Ncithe!' t.he Governor-General nor 
Minister-s acting on the rcco:nrncndations 
of an jmnrorr1ptu ' boarr1 ' 01 n rxcrcise 
' the judicial power of the Common­
wealth.' Tlois is veoted in thP High 
Court and other permanent and Federnl 
Courts, composed of judges who cannot 
be removed unless both hom.• lind them 
guilty of proved misbehaviour or inca­
pacity. The law is thus supreme above 
the Executive; the courts above party 
decision." 

Of course, that wDuld not suit the Common• 
wealth Government. If the question was left 
to the High Court, the High Court would 
publish its reasons for what it considered to 
be the nece•sity of its action. Mr. Piddington 
goes on to say--

" If it is constitutional, then the new law 
rests upon principles so strange to British 
communities that thev ought to be voted 
on hy the electors. One is thot in indus­
trial warfare the Ministry of the day can 
.determine wh;ch side is in the rig·ht, and 
deport the adherents of the opposite sec­
tion; a second is that the new power is 
deportation or nothing; a third is that 
the right of an Anstrali an citizen t-o live 
in Australia is dcterminabh' outside the 
courts of law." 

I submit that Mr. Piddington str;kes the right 
note in his declaration. and, hecause of my 
knowledge of the position and because of 
the !Tenesis of this Act of Parliam0nt. I hav•' 
d<'cicled to na rt;cipatP in testinp- it. UPq'les­
tionably there is a doubt as to its legalit:<. 
and the question should he dccidnd for all 
time. It is not fair to ea ll upon private indi­
viduals to bear the burden of doing that. I 

Hon. W. N. GiUies.] 
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say that it is for the State to look after State' 
interc,ts. The Senate-which was supposed 
t.o be the custodian <Jf State rif(hts-failed in 
its duty to throw out the measure, and I 
therefore think th0 Quc0nsland Government 
are quite justifiPd in co-operating with tho 
Governments of New South ·walE's and South 
Au-tralia in testing the validity of the law; 
and now is the time to do it. 

I have n<J doubt that. if the leader of th" 
Opposition were in power, Dne of his first 
stops would be to deport Mr. Rymer and Mr. 
Moronev. There is no doubt that that was 
in the mind oi the hon. member this morn­
ing, although he did not haYe the courag<e 
to say so. 

Mr. SrzER: You w<Juld like to do it. 

The PREMIER: With regard to the extr:l­
ordinary powers vested in the board which 
has been appointed by the Commonwealth 
Governmen' I should like to sa:· something. 
The powers under the Act a re vested in a 
board constituted bv the Minister in charge 
of the department concerned. The chairma< 
must be a polic<J, stipendiarx. <Jr special 
magistrate, and there are hvo other persons 
as members. ThPre is no doubt that. just as 
in the old days the chairman of wages board' 
was appointed by the Government and was 
temporamentallv fit eel, so thi' board will he 
temperamentally fitt<'d, and it will be simply 
a matter of form for it to makn a'l inquir_1, 
and f<Jr anvbodv obnoxious to th·' Com­
monwealth Government or the Prime Minister 
to be doport·d. There is n<J appeal. Once the 
rec<Jmmenclation of the hoard is made the 
Minister has power to put the person con­
cerned into g-aol until he is deported. That 
is a nrincinle foreig-n to Dur ideas. and ono 
for which this Government cannot stand. w,, 
believe that we can deal in our own WftV 

under our own laws with the pe<Jple who 
break them, and we do not intend to allow 
the Commonwealth to exercise this power until 
we are satisfied that the Act is c<Jnstitutionallv 
sound: and for that reason we have decided 
to as,ist other States in testing the validity 
of this law which s<J gravely affects Stat•' 
rights. 

I want to quote from a pap0r which is 
not a supporter of the Labour partv, but is 
in fact anythin<\' but a L"bour p"aper. I 
refer to the "Queensland Times." To-cl"y 
m its leading article entitled, " The 
Deportation Act," it states-

" Mr. Gillies came to a. wise decision 
when he decided t<J j<Jin with the New 
South Wales Government in testing the 
validity oJ what has become known as 
the Deportation Act. There will be 
those who will be very ready to say that 
Mr. Gillies is actuated by a desire to pro­
tect the forces of dieorcler which the 
Communists have persistenth encom·o gcd 
in the political and industria.! spheres, 
but this criticism will be Dffered onlv 
by those S<JUr and narrow-souled COll­
servqtivos who have not the mind to 
appreciate nor the heart to feel the 
possible menace in the Deportation Act 
to principles which are the verv life­
blood "f true democracy. We have no 
sympathy with Communists or any other 
fire-eater ·sho has Yis'ons of a prole­
tarian paradisP built upon the ruins of 
dcmocracv: but we do have a ven 
strong faith in clemocracv, and it is for 
this reason we rcgord the Deportati<Jn 
Act with some misgiving. The men agaimt 
whom the Act has been aimed may be 
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extremists of the worst kind. but, as we­
understand the liberty which we have­
inherited from the great struggles of the­
past, they also possess rights." 

Further on it states-
" Deportation ought to be reserved a< 

a weapon against aliens who decline our· 
citizenship and w<Jrk as enemies a.gainst 
us. Once citizenship has been granted it­
ought not to be taken away unless in 
very special cases, such as active support 
of a foreign power." 

I agree with that statement in full. It 
emphasies a.nd sets out my own ideas with 
regard to this particular matter. The 
genesis of this Act was the rcc2nt maritime­
trouble during which the Bruce Government 
came in for the same criticism as I have 
received during the last few da.ys. It was 
stated in the Tory press that it was expected 
that 11r. Bruce would rise to the occasion 
and use brute force in dealing with the­
strikers. Of course, the onlx conclusion one 
can come to is that those who criticis --d the­
Government for not using brute force con­
sidered that brute force sh<Juld have been 
used. The Labour party does not shnd for· 
brute force. Having quoted the opinion of • 
Mr. Piddington, a.nd having set out br'efly 
th<· attitude of the Government, I want to­
state briefly in conclusi<Jn the ca<e as I sum 
it up-

1. The Commonwealth Deportation Act 
is an Act vitally affecting the whole 
of the citizens of the Commonwealth .. 

2. It is of suc,h a nature that it is rea­
sonable to presnppose that its consti­
tutionality should be proved 

3. In testing the constitutionality of a 
Federal Act, action must, of course. 
be taken to have its va'idity tested 
in the High Court. 

4. Such testing necessarily I>1cons the­
expenditure of a. considerabi•- amount 
Df monej'. 

5. As the Act is of so vital importance­
as it involves a definite queBtion of 
State and Co"Timonwealth rights, it 
is considered that the testing of such 
an Act is a m a ttcr of State concern. 

6. It is therefore right that where the 
State and Federal powcrs a.re in 
question, the St" te should r0as<Jn­
ably assiBt in the e'<penditure of 
money to enable the Act to be tested, 
and that a private citizen should not 
be put to the whole burden of the 
expenses. 

That. in brief, is justification for my 
Cabinet in a.greeing to assist in the testing 
of this important and far-reac,hing drastio 
piece of legislation b:v co-operating with the 
two other largE' States-New South Wales 
Hnd South Australia. The Govenment of 
little Tasmania ha.ve expressed their sym­
p1thy with the action <Jf Mr. Lang, but 
they have stated that they have not th" 
money to fight t.he case. 

Mr. CORSER: They g>tve no expression at 
all. 

The PREMIER: I make no ap<Jlogy for 
what I have done in this matter. I would 
like to refer hon. members opposite to what 
their predecessors have d<Jne in the matter 
of deportati<Jn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: We­
do not use batons. 

}1r. CORSER: You used rifles in the North 
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The PREMIER : If there is one thing 
more than another that hon. members oppo­
site ought to be ashamed of, it is the part 
that their predecessors both in this country 
and in Grmtt Britain have played in the 
matter of deportation. Some of tho best 
men in Great Britain were deported. I 
have an historic document in the Chief 
Secretary's Cffico showing a list of men 
deported sixty or seventy yeare ago. Many 
of them were deported for offences such 
as stealing a si]< handkerchief, stealing 
a fowl. and other trivial offPnccs of that 
kind. Some of these men had taken food 
to <>ave themselves from starvation. I might 
refer particularly to the case of the " Six 
Men of Dorset." If there is one thing more 
than another that past Governments should 
b-e ashamed of, it is the matter of deporta­
tion. That being so this Government, being 
alive to the ill-treatment of men in days 
gone by for trivial offences-for which the 
men were deported-regard this question as 
a serious matter, and, therefore, we are pre­
pared to test the validity of this Act in a. 
constitutional way. (Opposition interjec­
tions.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
Mr. KERR: You have that word "consti­

tutioD£~1" on. yonr Qrn.in 

The PRE~IER : I would like to remind 
some of the hon. members opposite-because 
their memory is very short, and unfortu­
nately the memory of other people is like­
wise short inasmuch as they forget the 
details-of the crime that men were guilty 
of in times gone by to justify their deporta­
tion, and to refer particularly to t-he " Six 
Men of Dorset." These law-abiding men, 
three of them Wesleyan local prea.chers, 
were deported from Great Britain less tha.n 
one hundred years ago and sent out in chains 
to Van Diemen's land because they encour­
aged a meeting to protest against bread 
made of corn " tailings " spread with cooked 
turnips imtead of butter, and combined to 
ask a rise in wages of ls. a. week, This was 
in February, 1834, less than a centc>ry ago. 
'I'hese " Six Men of Dorset " were hauled 
bdore a special ma.,gistratc to stand their 
hial and to answer tile charge, and ihey were 
finally sent to Van Diemen's land in chains 
along with 200 other men, the majority of 
whom died on the way out, · 

Mr. KELSO : Is this a primary school? 
(Opposition interjections.) 

The SPlL<\KER : Order ! Order ! 

The PREMIER: t~o, this is simply to 
remind the hon. members of something of 
which they should be reminded. These 
men were dcs0ribed as "honest, indus­
trious, God-fearing working men." Their 
demand was for an extra shilling a. 
week, which threw the landlords into 
a panic. The six men were arrested, 
and willingly wa.lked 7 miles to court. They 
were brought before a magistrate, who was 
a landowner, and were charged under a law 
against mutiny framed for sailors only. The 
judge charged the jury that " if t.hey did not 
find these men guilty, they would forfeit the 
opinion of the grand jury." They were 
found guilty and sentenced, a.s I said, to 
deportation to Van Diemen's land. After a 
number of years their case was taken up by 
t-he papers and workers. Demonstrations 
were held, and in one case a procession of 
50,000 workmen, 7 milc>s in length, marched 

to the residence of the Prime Minister and 
presented a large petition urging that these 
men should be allowed to return home. We 
do not want to see that st-ate of affairs in 
Australia. 'l'hat is our justilica.tion for rais­
ing our protest and in assisting to test this 
law, which we belieYe is unconstitut-ional. 

GovER~l'IIENT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
(Opposition interj cctions.) 

Mr. CLAYTON: You will have to get 
Theodore back. 

Mr. WARREN (Murr'ltmbn): We have" a 
Public 'Vorks Commission which runs the 
countrv into something like £2 000 a vear in 
expens"es, and which seems to be doing Yery 
little work. Nearly two years ago that Com­
mission took evidence in connection 'vith 
the proposed railway to Reddifl'e. The Com­
mission admit, and everybody who knows the 
district admits, the very great necessity for 
something being done to connect Redcliffe 
with Brisbane bv rail. I waited on the 
previous 'l'reasui:er. and asked him to 
grant £500 to have soundings taken 
of Hayes's Inl<>t and the Pine River, 
preparatory to deciding uprm bridge con­
struction. That £500 was not granted, 
and all the work and troublf' of the Com­
mission is hung up for the sake of that £500. 
I ask ·whether it is a fair thing· that an 
important work of this description should 
be hung up after the Commission went tQ> 
all the trouble they did. and after the expf'n­
diture of a considerable amount of moncv. 
all for the sake of £500. We candidlv admit 
that money is scarC'-\ but surely the 'Govern­
ment are not so bankrupt thA.t they cannot 
find £500 to finalise this work? 

Our Public Servicn Gommission arc con­
tinually inspecting different places and tho 
same; sort of thing is happeniii!! all over thP 
country. Is it possible i.hat the Government 
cannot see that the money expended on this 
Commission is being absolutely wast0d? A 
place like Redcliffe is being shut off from 
communication with the city through the 
meanness of the Government in not pro­
viding this £500. It is a bsolutclv scandalous 
that nothing is done. The Commission ar<' 
desirous of furnishing th0ir report but thev 
cannot do anything until they knm~ approx;­
mately what the cost of the bridg-e will be. 
and that informati~n cannot he secured until 
they obtain this £500 to take the n0cessarv 
soundings. The Commiosion recnQ"nise th(• 
necessity of such a rail-way, because somG of 
the members of the Commission hav'' 
expressed ~he opinion that there is urg<:'nt 
need of rmlway conncct1on bntweeC~ Rcdclilf, .. 
and Brisbane. Redcliffe is languishing 
because it is without that railwav connection 
and I ask the Tr0asnrer to considc·r thi;. 
matter very seriously. 

Another matter upon which I desire t 
speak is the Agricultural BatJk. All count.n 
people are very seriously inconveniercod b~· 
the niggardly administration of the Agricui­
tura_l Bank. I do not '"ish to <'onvcy such 
:'n ~dea; but if the mana.Q"ement insiTuctcd 
Its mspectors to undervalue land so t;h -t it 
would not be compelled to advance monev. 
n;atters co,nld not b_<> _in a worse posit'on. 
'I he nccecsity for assisting farmers is one of 
the most urgent mattr>rs in connectirn with 
land settlement. Tf the GoverPment do not 
liberalise this institution, a serio•JS loss will 
take place. ~ot only is it ho rcl to get mone'· 
from the Agricultural Bank, hut the a.dva rce_, 
are slow _in coming. We krow pcrfcct.l.v 
well that If the Gm·ernment act in a libera;· 

Mr. Warren.] 
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manner with this Bal'k, thHe will be a cer­
tain amount of loss. I cand 'clly admit that. 
There is no doubt that a bank of this descrip­
tion cannot be run without a c·rtain amount 
of loos. Vvhcrcvcr a bank has been instituted 
to advance monev to settler;.;. it has been 
made not for cornmerciol gain, but so th~t 
pro,;ess may to ke place in ~ettling the 
country. In furthering ~he mtercsts of 
sdtlers, it way be that there• will be a loss 
I have no doubt there is a certain amount of 
]os" at the present time ; hut the small loss 
that has been incurred in· encouragmg settle­
ment in C:uecnsland proves concbsively that 
the bank i~ acting in a 1ne"'~n manntr, and 
is not sufficiently liberal in its treat~ent of 
the man on the land. I am cortmually 
getting reports that the ba_nk. is tr <ing to 
force people to pay up thmr mterest on n 
·threat of foreclosure. In some cases the 
land is ·o poor that it is irnpcssible for the 
·settlers to make a living-, and the S cretary 
for Public L!tnds should seriously consider 
the quest'on of a resurvey tlf form lAnds. 
'There are tco many men in Cue_er:sland 
wasting their energy on land tl·at Is ftl:so­
lutely usele,s. That energy could be put to 
a better uso. Not only does that appL• to 
soldier settlers, but also to ordinary. settl";rs. 
The Govc>rnment would be doing a Wise thmg 
if they had a resurvey made of all farm 
lands. It has been said that it would be 
too expensive to remove th:se pe'!ple to 
other land. That has been SRid par!:cularly 
in regard to soldier settlements; but It would 
be far cheaper to remove these pcopb to 
other land than to leave them wh('re they 
are. If that were done, th.o energv that 
these people are Wftsting on unproductive 
land would be far better u<Nl o• land that 
would produce so:nethin~. Th~ Governm~nt 
are making a serwus mistake m not havmg 
a resurvey of farm lands. A r•.•survey of far n 
lands at one time was seriously advocated 
by all members. of countrv constituencies, 
and it is about time the Goverr•ment under­
took this work. If the bank is to be of any 
use, it will have to be more liberal. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: ·what about the private 
banks? 

Mr. W ARRE'<: I am not dealing with the 
trading banks. The Governm0nt have. created 
the Agricultural Bank to do something that 
the private banks cannot do. 

Mr. W. COOPER: It is doing it. 

Mr. W ARRE'<: It is not doing it; it is 
absolutely tinkering with the matter. If the 
Government are going to increase ,ettlcment 
under modern conditions, they will have to 
advance a reasonable amount to settlers. 1 
know that a certain amount o! caution must 
be used. 

Mr. W. CooPER: The Agricultural Bank 
ls advancinf:{ money at R p orr" reqsonable 
!!'ate than the ordinary private banks. 

l\1r. WARREN: No, it is not advanc· 
ing any monf'y. be~ause it wil_: not take 
over a mortgage held by a pnvate bank. 
The hon. member wants to have his argu· 
ment both wavs. If a commercial institu· 
tion has lent £300 on a piece of land, it will 
c~rtainly be worth that amount; but in 
manv cases in our coastal d'stricts where 
a pr'ivate bank hos 1ent money the Gov.er~­
ment have refused to make a loan to hqm­
date the debt. Through their inspector3 they 
say that the value is not there. I would 
point out the gr0at los'> a m"n suffers who 
has his land undervalued in that way. We 
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know that over-capiialis-'d•land is not [(66d 
from a. productive point of view. because 
the man who is working the lond has to 
make so much more profit t0 make it pay. 
In the "'orth Coast district there ar~ places 
where land has gone up to over £100 an 
acre, and the interest on the capital invo 1ved 
is altogether tao high to ma.1-:e jt nrofit­
able unless it is extremely good land. We 
do not agree with the over-c'pitalisation of 
land: it is not a wise thing from the 
farmer's po'nt of view. and one of our 
tro,bl('s to-day is that our farms are over­
cnpitalised. Genera.llv speaking-. the land is 
pnt at too high a value; but the di'Terence 
between the valuation of the Ag-ricultural 
Bank and the normal value is too small 
a.ltogether. I do not advocate over-v1.lua.tion, 
but it is abso1utcly essential for the Agri­
cnlturnl Bank to give a fair valuation. We 
do not want the bank to adv"nce money on 
poor courtrv. W" rrlm't tha.t thAr~ are 
r.cople holding land along our coastline on 
\vhich they can nPver tn"kr. .., Jiyirq: · the 
Ji, ing they are making is not from the land. 
·where they arc not able to g-et a 'iving 
from t.l'e land we do not ask the Govern­
ment. through the Agricultural Bank-, to be 
liberal: but we eay that the Government are 
not sufficiently liberal where tbe land is of 
good quality. 

The hon. member for Enog-gera referred 
to the failure of the soldier settlem('nts. and 
it is regrettable that so rruch money h1s been 
thrown away and settlement hampered. 
These men have had their hwtrt,' blood 
squeezed out of them through the mishke of 
the Department of Public Lands. I give 
the Minister credit for facing the s:tuotion 
as he is doing at the present time. and I 
hope he will succeed in putting these men 
on good land; but, as the hon. member for 
Enoggera asked, why was this not done 
before? Why are men allowed to eke out 
an existence on soil which will not produce 
sufficiently? 

Mr. \V. CooPER: The Commonwealth Land 
Settlement Committee thought it was 
splendid country. 

Mr. WARREN: They mirrht honestly 
have made a mistake, !\ut we do not accept 
their decision, nor do the Government accept 
their decision, but t.hey admit now that the 
land is absolutely useless. The;' are taking­
the men off this land "'nd o'fcring other land 
at Gympie and other p!aces, which proves 
conclusively that not only were the Com­
mittee wrong and did not know whot they 
were talking a.bout, but that the Govern­
ment have come to the conclusion that they 
did not know what they were talking "bout. 
They have now tried to rectify the evil, but 
are they taking sufficiently drastic action 
to remedy it? Should not these men who 
have been misled by the so-called experts 
and by the Department of Public Lands be 
corn pens a ted ? 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): There are 
many grievances which I have to charge to 
the administration of the present Govern­
ment. but one of the moot import-ant is the 
ever-increasing taxation which is continually 
being imposed on those people who are 
expected to carry the heaviest b''rdcn in the 

development of our State. Mem­
[2 p.m.] bcrs of the Opposition from t-ime 

to time have pointed out the 
foolishness of increas.ing ta'Cation on the 
primary producers, who are also bearing the 
burden of increased prices and increased 



Supply; [8 SEPTE:.IBER.] Supply. 417 

"V'· As I have frequently pointed out, 
; tiP burden of taxation on the man on the 
l".n,l dircctlv and indirectlv, is becoming tDo 

.. in p;oof of which ~Ye have instances 
£· ople leaving the land and coming into 

largo centres of population. \Ve have 
rlw evidence given by hon. members 

moming in regard to soldier settlement. 
ThPS•~ outtlers were put on to the land at a 
b~•,,v,~ cost to the State. although mc"t of the 

· was found bv the Commonwealth, 
accJ clo not think there is an hon. g·ontle­
ma.n on the front Government bench who 
"ould say that soldier settlc<110nt in Queens­
]_ •,nd hl'3 been a success. ~-\ large amount of 
L<•)ril!''. has been expenrled, yet to-day we find 
r'ru~ ;etder::; at Coorninva. Land Beerburrum 
l<~d\'irw: the land to a n1Eu1. _:\cyertheless the 
f'r>)mier g·eh up in his place and tells the 
people of Que<'nsland that soldier settlement 
in Qur>enslancl has been a greater succos;:. 
rha_n in any other part of t·he Con1n1on­
w• alth. One hae not to go into details or 
fi"•u·e• to prove beyond doubt that it cannot 
h~: .'O: it is sufficient to n1Pntion t.hes.~ t'Yo 
intportant settlonH~nts, \Yhich the soldier:' 
h • "" entirely abandonel1. Although largo 
smus of money have been expended there, 
to-day the land ha' practically gone back to 
-j t!-i ,.,,ild :~t.ate. EYen n1anv of the soldiers 
l•:fr on the land in other s0ttlements are 
ea rryi11g too grea.t a. proportion of taxation. 
1t i < time the Secretar, for Public Land~:> 

, nt into t.hc question again to see whether 
is not possible to reduc<' the rent which 1s 

tiPmanded lw the Government from soldiers 
' ho remain on the land. If \Ye can possibly 
k•:ep these settlers on the land under condi­
tions tending to the full development of 
t.ueir holdings. then we shall be assisting the 
;~tatr: materially by preserving not only the 
uatural chann<'ls of revenuP but also the 
hannels through \Yhich " can obtain 

it reased wealth. It must be clear to every­
(Jtll' who gives any st.udy to the question at 
all that thc> primary producers of this State 
, arry tlw burden of taxation to a Yery large 
PXtE'nt. In proof of that let me quote busi­
rcr-s.s or n1anufacturing concern~. When any 
taxat-ion by \Ya:; of rent or rates is imposed 
on 1nanufacturing concerns they naturally 
cl""' it on to the public; and, if the public 
" n. wage-earning public, thoy with their 
right of acces'S t.o the Arbitration Court 
tpproach that Court for an increase in wages 
based on the increased cost of living. In 
most case' they arc successful in obtaining 
.w increase in their wages. \Yhen the effect 
oomc' back to the primary producer the 
qc1estion then is to whom shall he pass it 
on. It has been proved beyond any doubt 
that the primary producers pay not only th.; 
direct taxes but many indirect taxes that are 
rmposed. 'fhe increase in railway fares and 
freights imposed bv this Government has hit 
the primary prod,;cers more than any othet• 
··itizons in the Commonwealth. 

,Just recent.ly the Premier made a speech 
in this House during which he stated that 
the primary producers of this State pay 
taxation only to the extent of something like 
B78,000 per annum. Whether the Premier 
mtended to mislead this House or whether 
he had been misled I do not know, but the 
figures I have obtained prove conclusively 
that the primary producers pay no less than 
£700,000 per annum in taxation in this State. 
When thE• Premier was taken to task by the 
" Telegraph" he tried to extricate himself 
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b, statitw that he quoted the taxation· paid 
by farm~rs and not the taxation paid by 
graziers and pastoralists, as he did not· con­
sider graziers and pastoralists were pnmar:y 
produecr . .::. I-I as anyouo CYCr. heard a 1noro 
foolish statement., Ilow can at be contended 
that the farmers are primary producPT? and 
that graziers and pa~toralists are nut pr1n1ary 
producers? That was a st.ate;nent made J:>y 
the Premier, "·ho holch the htghest aclmtms­
tratiYl' oflicc in Que0nsland, and because of 
tbat fact he should rise in his place in the 
liou,:.;e and apologise to the House for 
hosing ntadc such a. ra::;h and loose stato­
l1ll'll1. 

_.:\n amcndinp; Bill ·was pass~d last scssio!l 
giYillt( dw Secrc•tary for Pubhc Lands addl­
fional po,~·crs in -conn,'ction \VIth the~ transf?r 
of lea:-;cs. Those p(r,n_,rs were greatly 1n 
f''(<'PS~ of tho . ..:l' 'vhich anv l\1inistcr possessed 
in . hP past. In fact, I m\1 jnstlfted in ~ayinf; 
that the l\linister has thfJ !R.st word tn the 
transf<'r or the extohion of leasehold land' 
throughout the State. That power is too 
great to inycst in f!,ny one' man. There shou}d 
L., somp board to \Yhich an appc.d can bo 
n1adf'. CaS('" havp con1c und0r the notice of 
repre· putatiYcs of co,~ntry doctorates from 
time to tinw where holders of agricultural 
f~nu land~ havP to submit to the Minis­
tcJ· an offer for the sale of a farm before 
a transfe:r can be granted. Instances J:ayn 
also corn<> undO!' mv notice where the Muns­
ter has refused to· sanction the transfer. l 
ha,-e known of instances where the father of 
grovvinv bovs. ,vho have to scn1e extent been 
squePzPd oft the holding. has wished to pur­
chase a neighbour's property. and on sub­
mitting the transfer to th<' J\J inister for his 
sanction has had the sanction withheld. The 
ililinistPr has said that if a hrmer wishes to 
purchasp a piece of land for his son, he 
should sec the land is put in the son's name. 
It is a well-kno>\11 fact that few men on the 
land to-day hwe the capital at their disposal 
to purchase a 11cighbour's farm, and in conse­
quence have to resort to the financial institu­
tions for help. That help would not be 
oLtainable if the socm·ib· was not produced. 
The settler has, thorefor0, bet'll compelled to 
stand behind his son etrd furni'h the necessar•; 
security until the son is in a position to carr~· 
on himself. When tra.nsfers of that descrip­
tion hav" been submitted to the Minister he 
has time and Rgain turned them down. I 
maintain that the Minister by doing so is not 
(•nly preventing the developmeut of the State 
but is hindering capital being broug-ht into 
tho State, and we all are cognisant of the 
Heed of capital for the dev0lopment of the 
primary producing areas. c" ses have also 
been brought under my notice ·.vhere diffi­
culties of all sorts have' been put in the way 
of men holding agricultural farms on per­
petual lease, who desire to sell for health 
reasons. From time to time they have sub­
mitted the proposed transfer to the Secre(:ary 
for Public Lands, and are put to much trouble 
and sometimes are refuse-d, and have not 
been able to make a sale. .:\'either the 
Secretary for Public Lands nor the othe1~ 
members of the Cabinet have had prac­
tical experience in the working of the 
land, and consequently do not realise the 
seriousness of this question in connection with 
the development of the primary producing 
areas. It has this effect: If a person requires 
assistance from a financial institution on an 
agricultural faTm, he cannot obtain it 
under the present Land Act. For this reason, 
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whrn the rrw,ttcr cornes bl'fore the Minister 
if those men fail, the chances are that the 
liovernmcnt ''ill forfeit the area and the 
security will be gone. 

I shall now say a few words in connection 
with the running of late trains, and the way 
in which rolling-stock has been conducted 
in the primarY producing areas for a number 
of yea'l·o. It is well known that stockowners 
ha.-e applied to the Raih;ay Department 
for trucks time after time in order that 
the,- might truck their cattle to the markets, 
and their applications have been turned 
down, the excuse being that rolling-stock 
was not aYailablL In som·e cases primary 
producer~ ha.-e had to order their trucks 
h.-o and three months ahead. An.-onc know­
ing anything a bout the remova"! of stock 
knows w,ha.t a hardship that is. In three 
months th:,t stock may not be in "· 11t 
coadition to L·uck. The people of Queens­
land must realise the conditions under which 
we are labouring to-day. Those conditions 
should not Le in existence, because for many 
vears advice has been tendered from the 
Opposition benches pointing out the diftlcul­
ties and the methods b,- which those difficul­
ties could be overcome, but no effort was 
mad~ by the present Government to alter 
the conditions until we had the unfortunate 
accident a.t Traveston, which seemed to make 

·the Go.-emment sit up and take notice. 

\\' c arc now asked to pass something like 
£2,000,000 for the purpme of putting our 
rolling-'tock into order and of a.ttending to 
our defective r>Lilwav S>'stem. Had the 
advice of the Opp6>sition' in days gone b-, 
Lu·n taken we would not ha.-c irnpo,ocd such 
hardships un the primary producer in the 
firsr place, nor would we ha Ye our rolling­
stock in the condition it is in to-day. 

There is another matter w.hich the Go.-orn­
n;ent should take seriouslv into con.sidera­
ti;n, a-nd one \vhich has 'been brought up 
ti1ue and ag·1i11 by hon. nw1nbcr on thi~ 
side of the }lousf'. It is a qlH.?.,,tic~"l upon 
wl1ich it is .aiel the GovC'rnnu'nt arc fooling 
the working- cla'S. J\Iuch has been ,aid 
about the hug-e cost cnt 1ilcd in the building­
of home; for workers in country districts 
and otbn jJlaccs in ('uccnsland. It ie a well­
kno,,n fac, tha.t to-day the price of timber 
at the sturnp is gTPater than it \Yas, sawn 
up. at the mill in 1914. Time after time 
the Government lla1·e put it up to the workers 
that they arc doing everything. in their 
power in the matter of houswg- those 
workers. The Govu-n!ncnt do not tell them 
from the platform that throug-h their im­
position of this excessive royalty on itmber 
thn workers are paying the extra cost and 
additional taxation when they require suf­
ficient timber to build their homes. These 
thing-s all have the ono tendency in connec­
tion with the development of our State. 
First of all, if we do not give the primary 
producer t.he consideration tha.t he should 
receive, the freedom and the confidence that 
is nece" Ll'Y to help him in the development 
of his holding. if WC' do not g-ive every con­
sideration and assistance to private capital 
to be expended .freely within our State, we 
cannot possibly expect our secondary indus­
tries to be developed and a home ma.rket 
created for our primary products. 'Ne can 
safely say, as proved by statistics to-day, 
that our primary products have assisted to 
build up the other States of Australia.. At 
the present time our hide' and other pri-

[Mr. Edwards. 

mary products are sent from Queensland to 
the Southern States to be manufactured, and 
we ha vc to pay an enormous cost to bring 
back the manuf'actured a.rticle to Queensland. 

It has been noted from time to time that 
it is quite impossible for our North Coast 
Railway-particularly from Gympie down_ t~o 
Brisbanc-to carry the traffic that is commg 
from the K orth si nee_ the line has been opened 
to Townsville. The suggestion has been made 
in this House oYer and oYer ag-ain by myself' 
and other hon. members that a large amouut 
of that traffic could be diverted f1·om the North 
Coast line to the Brisbane Valley line if the 
link of 14 miles between Nanang-o and Yarra­
man Creek wel'G constructed. That would 
help to prevent the confusion in connection 
with the working of the line from Gympia 
do"\Yll\Vards, and \VOuld crpatc greater safet:r 
L.r travc•llNs and produce on that line. I 
hope the Governnwnt this session will take 
into consideration the advice g-i>en by_ rnem­
L<•rs on this side of the House from time to 
time and also b.v the Public Works GommJs­
siorr in connection '•ith the buildiLg of that 
link, and will see that greater facilities arc 
given to the producers in that an•a and .'1lso 
along· the C\orth Coast Rail way by construct­
ing that link. 

Mr. CORSER (llurnrtt): The Premier rose 
:o defend himself against the attack~ of the 
(\JtJO·: ition. 

:ur. DAsH: No, he did not. 

:\Ir. CORSER : He ro"e to defend himself 
.. nd his party against the attacks of the 
Opposition. 

:VIr. DASH: :\a. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I agree with the hon. n""''. 
lwr that lw did not do it. The silence of 
rnembl~rs Df the Govcrnrrwnt party indicat~·, 
that the ctatemonts that ha.-e been made bv 
members of the Oppo ;ition not only carry an 
amount of 'vclght, but are _true, and mem~ors. 
of the GoYcrnrnent kno·w It. Ilou. n1t:>mbors 

kno\'\' that they arc hcjng hit ve~·y 
!tard the ,tatNnents that han; cmanatecl 
frorn rnNnbers of the Opposition. I ''ant to 
.-=-ay, and :3Fi:"~ Yery seriously, that the Premier's 
dc'fencc of h]., dctc~nnination to find funds 
to rldcnd :ilr. vYalsh's action;; ag-ainst the 
FPdcral rruthoritir-;;::, ·was certainly a very poOl"" 
one. ThP Premier ,·ttempted to justify his 
di'tenninntinn io ~pcnd State funds to assist 
:\fr. \Yalsh to defeat the laws of the Common­
wealth and to pn'v0nt those laws from operat­
ing. If the Prc>micr had half the backbmtc 
;md hn1f the interest in his country that the 
Prcrnier, of''-' C"·tern Australia, Tasn1ani.a, anti 
Victoria haw, then we would find that t~;, 
Premier of this State would be truthful 111 

•'· Ying· that the funds of Queensland belong 
to the peopl0 of Queensland, and that there 
arc n1any dircC'tions in \vhich they couLl 
be expended beneficially in !his State. 
Even week in our country distncts farmers 
are bc;nf' driven. from their homes bet:>L~Ise 
they cannot pay some l!ttle mterest whwl1 
the.- mve in connectiOn wrth the mortgage on 
thc;ir farm~. The policy of t~e Go.-~rnme'!t. is 
to dri.-e all these people with their famiiiLtS 
from their farms and take from them the 
capital which they have gained, withont. 
caring what they may do afterwards. These 
people in our own State !m ve been taxed 
to such an extent under a Labour Govern­
ment that it is impossible for them tQ 
make good. They are not c~nsidered when 
State funds are being appropriated; the:y are 
not considered when funds are appropriated 
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m· misappropriated for purposes· which ar" 
not just or legal. The Government or theu 
supporters do not urge that these people 
should be supported from some fund in order 
to help them under such stress of circum­
stances ; there is nothing to he clone· .for them ! 
But contrast the action of the Government 
tm' ards import<:>d and foreign enemies of Aue­
tralia and the Empire-enemies of the system 
that we Felpport-enemics of Christianity 
-people who openly hoaot that th<:y are out 
against the capitalistic system-the system 
which we hold to he the only system under 
whieh a Christian nation can exist! The 0 
people come hero and claim to be the dictaton 
of thP Commonwealth, and they would explott 
every avenue in trying to subvert the things 
which arc e-- •. Pntial to the welfare of Australia. 
\Yhether thev operate with the funds at their 
disposal, as theY have don~ in connection with 
the C'hinese revolution, or whether they hole\ 
up the shipping of the Empire and the trade 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, it mattol's 
not: thev are just the same the enemies of 
the Empire, of Christianity. and of the systeJa 
under which we live. The whole of th .. ~t 
roYolution to~day is crmtred behind a man 
who is known in this country as \Yalsh. Hon. 
members oppositn know it. They know what 
thPso advanced socialistic revolutionaries say; 
and they know that they have to take action 
just because there• is a popular cry that a poor 
indiYidnal is not able to look after himself. 
It is not a matter of Mr. \Valsh being driven 
from the shores of Australia, but of being 
driven tn his O\Vn hon1o from tt countrv 1 o 
which he dor' not belong, and which does' not 
\Yant him. Those are the things \Vhich are 
hidden and not oxpres ,od by our ,,~eak-kn0ctl 
Premier whAn h0 tells the Premier of Now 
South Wal0s that he is prepared to help this 
poor individual nnc1 his Sl'Cond in c·harge. 
\\'p know n0rfcctlv well that \Valsh and 
Johann~.cn haY{' acCc~~s to funds. Doc:-3 tho 
hon. member for Bowcn shnrl for th'' same 
principles that Mr. \Yal.'h do, s? 

:Yir~ CoLLIKS: So long as he stands for right 
I stand hr·hind him. 

:\Ir. ·CORSER: Who is io; ly 'chat right is? 
Do the British Trade Uniow not know what 
is rig-ht a.nd what is wrong? They claim 
that this HHln is wrong: yet \VO have the hon. 
m~mber for I3owcn, who essayed to be th•' 
leadn of iho House. saying to~day ihat he i-; 
~tanding in SHfll1ort of this n1an ! \Y c kno-,, 
1 hat =•cl'. H avelock \Vilson. the leader of th0 
Seamen's Union of Great Britain, is a man 
who has done more to build up the c.,usr; ,;f 
the workers in the Empire than any man 
who has ever grac0d this Chamber with his 
prescnco. and can show a life-long service iu 
the interests of the class for whom he h<ts 
worked and foe the Empire. That gPntlemon 
knows whether it is a .iust and a right cause. 
He claims that the strike is illegal, and that 
Mr. \Yalsh has acted against the best interests 
of the British seamen. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Why not 
try him in an Australian Court? 

Mr. CORSER: Wh" not t.ry him in an 
Australian Court? Listen to the Secrotarv 
for Public \VTorks! \Vhv do the Government 
not alwa:vo tr~· people in Australian Courts? 
Why did they, during the Townsville strike, 
peomise the workers that. they would secure 
a judge from New Zealand? (Opposition 
laughter.) Now they ask for tr:ial in an 
Australian Court ! They never accomplished 
what they promised to do then. They pro· 
mised a New Zealand judge, but they could 

not get ono. They told the workers t.hen 
thc,t they were going to do certain things­

and it was after they had brought 
[2.30 p.m.] out the guns that they were not 

able to fulfil them. Let the hon. 
gentleman pay attention to what I have to 
say without trying t.o dra" me into paths 
where angels fear to tread. (Laughter.) The 
Premic'r quoted ancient history ! He went 
away back to some regulations framed to 
prevent Canutc tht~ Dane fron1 land1ng ID 

Britain, and he tl'ied to make the Opposition 
rc::-pon;:;ible for Canut·~'s arriva.l. He po_r­
haps did not go quite so far back as that, 
but his argument was just as sensible. He 
trired h make us responsible for something 
that sonwbody had told him and asked him 
to repeat t.o-r'lr•v. It must be r•·metubored­
'tnd if therr• is ono true statement of the 
Premier it is this-that the people should 
decide what should be done with these men 

J\Jr. COLLI:\S: Poor old Tom \Yalsh! 

:!',lr, CORSER: l'oor old Tom Walsh! 
Mr. CoLLIKS: He is a British subject. 

Mr. CORSER: He would not. admit that. 
\Ye mtl·'t remember that he is getting what 
the prop le arc giYing to hitn.. Ile. has to 
stand up now and take wlutt IS docadcd on 
for him bv the people. \Vo have a people's 
GovC'rnnlc~t; we haYO den1o~ratic institu­
tions; we have a ParliatnPut. which is elected 
by the people; and, if Parliament decides 
that a certain course shall be adopted and 
that a certain Act shall be passed, then the 
[JCO]Jle a re responsible-not a section of the 
1" oplp-as we had a. section dictating to 
:.Vli=li;;;tC'l':-l not so ve1·y long .ago. 

Mr. COLLI:\S: He is one man. 

~'Ir. CORSER : Ono man can create very 
nwnv rPvoluti.ons. lie can stir up a great 
:unount of strife. Ho can appeal to the 
un1hinkmg. He has power to proYcnt them 
fnnn g:tting work. He can use this power 
aR an i11strunwnt against justice, as this ~\_an1e 
individual has done on very n1any occasJons. 
\V c arl\ adopting the> ver.Y san1c principle iH 
taking mone:<· horn our coffers to flout the 
laws of the Commonvrealth. \Vould tt be a 
good thing if on another occa~ion a Soc:ialist­
Bolshovik Goven1rr1ent \\'0l'C Ill pov;;er 1n the 
Con1n10D\Vc-alrh and a Countr.\·-Progress:ive 
Governn1cnt in po\YC'r in this State and we 
here doYotccl the people's money to try to 
defeat the dcterminat.ion of the Socialistic 
Go--rJ·nmcnt in the Federal sphere? \Ve 
would ·-ooner aehieYe our ends bY tho will 
of thc people than fnlJm, the prcrerclont which 
io being- est~ablishcd or ,,·ill be established 
if the Premier gets his own way in this 
rr'gard. How would it be if the Common­
w·,olth inkr:fcr0rl "·ith the statutes of the 
laws of this State. whidt is supposed to be 
ruled bv the Premier? 

~Jr. BRTWE: Thev did on the conscription 
issue. They intcr.fcred with this Govern­
ment. 

::VIr. CORSER: This Government attempted 
to interfere wit.h them in regard to the 
censorship. On that occasion thE' State Go­
Yernmcnt flouted the law. (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. Bm·rE: \Vhat about the Gm·ernment 
Printing Office? 

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members know pn· 
fectly well that the Commonwealth laws in 
regard to the matter operated throughout the 
Commonwealth. There \vas an attempt by 

Mr. Corser.~ 
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this Government to flout the Commonwealth 
law. The Defence Act said that in the 
interests of Australia such and such should be 
don<', and the Commonwealth had to take 
such action as ''·as in accordance with the 
law. 

Mr. FERRTCKS: The Defence Act caid noth­
ing of the kind. 

i\lr. CORSER: In the def0nce of the Com­
monwealth the Commonwca!J.h Government 
had to take cPrtain action, and they acted 
wiselv. That was done under the vVar Pre­
cauti.ons Act. vYhat would be the position 
if tho Cornn1ouwealth Governn1ent '\Vere to 
attempt to do something against our statutes'! 
vVe know that some of our own statutes arc 
severer than the statutes of the Common­
wealth, against which the Government are 
complaining at the present time. Certainly. 
sending a man fron1 his hon1c is not as bad 
as the death senbnce or imprisonmP'1t for 
life. 

l\lr. Bm;CE: Does the hon. member know 
that capital punishm:;nt has been abolished 
in Queensland: 

Mr. CORSER : I said ·· nr imprisonment 
for life." 

Mr. BRrCE : The hon. member "aid th•' 
death sentence. 

:Vfr. CORSER: I said either the d••ath 
sentence or 'imprieonment for life. The 
statute reads "death," but thi" Government 
abolished it for fear that somp of its membert 
might be exec,uted. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcL'rURE : Did the 
hon. member sav that this Government had 
abolished death? 

:'.Ir. CORSER: The Government averted 
their own death by giving \Vay last week. 

Mr. Bm;cE: The only thing we ha Ye killed 
is the Legislative Council. 

Mr. CORSER: And that was killed in 
spite of the fact that the people said it should 
remain in existence. The Premier of the 
day contended that th0 mr1tter should be 
submitted to a referendum. and the people 
decided that the Legislative Council should 
remain. 

The SPEAKER · Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: I complain of the opinion 
of the people being ignored and the Council 
being abolished. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'Vould 
the hon. member try to restore it? 

Mr. CORSER : When it is our business to 
adjudicate on that matter we will let vou 
know. (Laughter.) · 

Mr. BRUCE: Then we shall never know. 

Mr. CORSER: You still have your Upper 
House on the top of the hill. Section 37 
of the Criminal Code, under the heading of 
" Offences against Public Order, Treason, and 
other Offences against the Sovereign's Person 
and Authority " provides-

" Any person who ]evie, war 
against the Sovereign ; 

In order by force or constraint to com­
pel the Sovereign to change her 
measures or counsels, or in order to put 
any force or constraint upon, or in order 
to intimidate or overawe, any House 
of Parliament or any of Her Majesty's 
Dominions 
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is guilty of a crime, which is called 
treason, and is liable to the punishment 
of death." 

:\Jr. BRcCE: vVhat Act are you quoting? 

:iir. CORSER: I am quoting the Criminal 
f'odc, Part II. 

l\Lr. BRUCE: Does "' Her lV1ajesty" refer 
t) Quee'l Anne? 

Mr. CORSER : It is the present law which 
is supposed to be aclministcrHI b:, the pro­
sent Government. If anything is unjust, 
that i~,; quitp as unjust a.s any Con1monwealth 
enactment. according to the reasoning of 
hon. mcmbPrs opposite. I claim that it is far 
rnore scverL'. Just'· i1nagine the Common­
,,_-calth Uovemment saying that certain people 
should be defended by Commonwealth 
rnoney: 

l\h. D.\~1! : \Vln- not try them under the 
Criminal Code ? • 

~.lr. CORSER : For the benefit of the hon. 
mc·mber, I want to inform him that the 
C'rimin.d Code is a State law, and that the 
oiTPnce alleged .is or;c against the Con,,titution 
<Jf the Commomycalth. and it is possible for 
tlH' offence to apply to more than one State. 

Mr. BRt:CE: It is class legislation. 

1\Ir. C'ORSER : I do not think it is. 
l\Ir. Bm;cE: It is ll' ed for only one crowd. 

},,r. C'ORSEH: Is not the Criminal Code 
d,»•s lep-islation ag;a ins! a particular class­
the crin1inal claf's ·: 

'l'ho PRE,!IER : IY e do not "ay " criminal 
class ., ; we say ·· Tory class/' 

Mr. CORSER : Beca·~se th 't is the only 
thing on the hon. gentleman's mind. 

Jl.1r. COSTELLO: Tim :!'v1oroney was on his 
chr 3t last week. (L"ughter.) 

Mr. CORSER : The Premier classes every­
body as " Tor,-., Pxcept those who yote for 
his party. 

Mr. BR!!CE: Including the Opposition. 

J\Ir. C'ORSER: Thov .do not often vote 
with the Govot·nment.' The hon. member 
for Konnody voted both ways when the 
,triko wa.s before his party last week. 

Th<' SPEAKER: Order! Order! I ask 
the hon. member to address the Chair. 

Mr. CORSER: Anv reasonable man must 
conclude that the Government, in providing 
funds to defend men like Walsh and others, 
,..,.,. either associating with this extreme sec­
tion or are afraid to resist it. 

OPPOSITION MniBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. C'ORSER: The policy of this extreme 
section is set out in the following- words in 
" The International Socialist" of 2nd August 
last-

" There can be no peace until the 
capitalistic system of production is 
abolished, and there is one class-the 
working class-owning, controlling, and 
operating the fields, factories, and the 
workshops." 

The Government are setting aside money 
to assist the heads of an organisation which 
is seeking to bring that policy into being. 
The money will be expended in support of 
such extreme movements as were indicated 
by the banners displayed in the procession 
in Brisbane on Labour Day. The Secretary 
for Public Works, the Secretary for Public 
Lands, the Secretary for Agriculture, and 
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the leader of the Federal Labour Partv 
marched behind those banners. Their action 
showed one of two things-either they were 
afraid not to pa.rticipate in the procession 
or they wore part of the people t<tking part 
in it. Tho"t procession showed by the inscrip­
tions on the banners that the Labour move­
ment was being " white-antcd" be: dangerous 
extremists who live amongst us, and there 
i; no more dangerous man than he who has 
been eo frequPntly referred to to-day. The 
" Dail~- Mail" of 5th May la,.t recorded 
that one of tho banners bore the inscription 
"Lom:- Live Soviet Russia!" (Government 
laughter.) The hon. member for Bowen 
may laugh. but he cannot dispel what is 
inmost in his rnind. He n1.av deceive some 
of the people oome of the tin1e, but he can­
Bot deceive all the people all the time. 
"Spread the Way of Revolution" was 
".nother emblem in front of which the hon. 
gentlemen I just rofened to marched. 
Anothel· inscription on the banners was 
"Pe,ccful Revolution." That is the secur­
ing of the property of the people b:; pc.•.ceful 
methods-the industries from the owners and 
the farms from the fa.rmers. Those peaceful 
methods include the taxing of these people 
out of existence and making conditions so 
im)Jossibie for them to work under that their 
properties will revert back to the Crown. 
Another inscription was '' \Yorkers of the 
\Vorld unite! You have nothing to lose but 
your chains. You have· the world to gain." 
The poor workers ' And a Labour Govern­
ment is in povn:-r ! 

:Mr. BRUCE: That was their watch chain,. 
"Unite to see that they were not pinched. 

Mr. CORSER: They took care to see that 
the hon. member was not there. 

Mr. BRCCE: I was there. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: No doubt that is the reason 
why you do not wish to see criminals 
deported. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hen. member 
mu~t not m:d:;,:c irrelevant remarks. and so 
encourage disorderly interjections. 

Mr. CORSER: I shall endeavour to obe, 
your ruling, :\Ir. Speaker, but the interj e~­
tion was disorderly and came first. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

:\Ir. C'ORSER: Another banner bore this 
in-cription, "Our immediate objective is six 
huurs a day, five days a week."" iYe shall 
have another revolution before long. One 
hears people proclaim a 44-hour we<>k, yet 
we find these peopl~ marching in t-he proces­
ston with a banner :mscribed like that. Even 
tho Premier did not pretend to explain the 
anomal_z. Tho hon. gentleman will probably 
want hts. money to defend himself against 
those clatms very shortly, yet he sends it 
"long to defend ,J ohannsen and \V alsh. The 
hon. ,gent.]eman ma_z need it for many others 
of lus oxtrcnw w1ng ·who nwv get into 
trouble. ~ 

Another banner read, "The world's 
greatest need is Socialism." Yet we find in 
this State that any industry the Government 
have brought under the banner of Sociahsm 
has been a failure up to the present time! 
When th_c cotton p~ople were being asked by 
the Bnhsh-Austrahan Cotton Association to 
take over hu,go and unnecessary ginneries, 
the Prcmwr and h1s Government did what 
they could to encourage the primary pro-

dncer to take over those ginneries; they 
did not sugge't that they should socia~ise 
the ginncrics. Oh

1 
no ~ They wore not go!ng 

to nationalise the ginneries that were bmlt! 
The Premier himself said at t-he delegation 
which he met in Svdmn- that there were to 
be no more State cnter).,rises. \Vhcn it was 
to the advantage of the farmer to have Go­
". rnmcnt funds found to buy him something 
he wos. refused those funds. No more St-ate 
0-1nerprisc.::; no n1oney for hin1! T-he n·-nnev 
had to be left. there. to defend Mr. Walsh 
and other breakers of British bws, and dis­
turbers of tlw peace and freedom \vhirh ihe 
British flag giv<>s us. J'doney would be found 
ior tlwm, bnt not for any beneficial purpose 
to a.id the primary producer. 

With all that. we gather from this inter­
national •OCialism propaganda, what does the 
fn1 ure prorni:::.c w..; if we have .a Premier \Vho 
is not prcj>ared to take his stand as the leader 
of the· p<•oplc ancl the State against these 
f.:r-nclYan(·?d. exrrt>m0 n1f"lsures that· are 
t,,_in~ vvork( l up against U8, that are being 
lwnJecl out to the people each day-m>asures 
rhat arc out to destroy our system and to 
<hnnagP the futm ,, poc <ibil.ity of the develop­
rncrtt. ea cnr in du:-.:tries '! The Pre1nier cares 
not for tlw fntur0 so long ns he is in office 
an:{ j.:.: prnYid!ng ~'for hin1~r-1f and conserving 
tlP' ~Pat, of his 11inist,_,rs. 

Fi1· . .;:.T of all v;:p hnYc our r0turncd soldiers 
u think of. and we know that the soldier 
'''ttlcrnenl·· thrmw;hont Queensland have been 
fai!un,. 'Tltc ;·ernrncd soldiPr sot.tlcrs should 
han• lilwnd and fair treatment. \Vhat did 
riH' Prt'lYijc•r :"aY to-(1av? l-Ie endeavoured 
ro <kf, n<l the ,;ction of the Government in 
rlH'ir tr atnwnt of the returned soldiers, 
who '"C kmnY that. the treatment of our 
,.,,1nrn< l soldiN 'Ntlers in this State is 

c·o.p than rhar meted out to the returned 
,o]dit'r ><'ttl<rs in anv other Stat-e of the 
( ·o.,nnon·.,,caltb. The· hon. gentleman used 
thr> arp:umont that the hon. memher for 
\Yin<''or had dot.'d on one occasion that the 
1,olicv nf tho GoYf'rnment was a gen0rous 
~il'"· · Th" Prc-nliPr n~cd that. to defe-nd hin1~ 
"'']£ '·"<l ht<' Gov,rnm<>nt ap:ainst the obetades 
th• haYP 1<locPcl in the path of the returned 
f'(JldiPr ~.,t•·Jc,·-. in thi~ State. The hon. n1em-
1•cr for vYind·"Or ha> hcPn criticiop,-j ihroug-h­
OU1 0rH'0n~land bv La bonr members. vvho 
inn, told <.c people that tho hon. member is 
or.c of the mcmhnrs of the Opnosition who 
ar<' ont Vl do all the,- can against the farmer 
ond h;. intere,ts. and •.1ho would not allow 
the farm0r tD succeed if he had the chance 
to do ;:o. 

'\'Ir. D\RH: \Yhc·n did you tell them that' 

-:v1r. CORSER: That is what you people 
tell the electors at election time. 

ThP SPE <\KER : Order ! The hon. 
n1e1nber is not in order in referring to hon. 
1nen1bers on the Government side as " you 
people." 

Mr. CORSER : The Government on all 
occasions preach that doctrine to the electors 
of the State; yet. whr>n thev had to take 
one man from this side in 1916 or 1917 to 
place on th<> board a.ppointed to select land 
for returned soldiers, they appointed the 
hon. member for Windsor and not a member 
of the Country party, and now, in defence 
of their actions. the> use the statement made 
bv the hon .. member for Windsor in 
1917, which we stated at the time 
was not correct. Although our state­
ment has since been borne out by facts, they 

Mr. C(;rser.l 
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still use the statement by the hon. member 
for \Vindsor in defence of the rotten policy 
the soldiers have had to sutfer under. Never 
mind what the hon. member for "Windsor 
mid, let us s•'e what the soldiers themselves 
sav! I have here a letter from the Oom­
n•{tteo of the :\Intual Protection Association, 
Beerburrum. It is signed by Mr. J. T. 
McDcrmott. hon. secretary, Beerbunum, and 
is drttccl 1~ih February, 1925-not 1917-
bdor" they knew what it was to settle on 
land \I!JLk;. :1 Labour Government wit.h per­
pP!Pal lea"'· This is what Mr . .0.IcDcnnott 
saicl-

'· Out of 500 odd eettlers taking 
up portiom on Becrburrum, Elimbah, 
and Glrrss House Mountains. at present 
nn ly 175 or lee-s remain. The majority 
of thest', buoyed up by the hope that 
:.\Ir. McOormack meant \Yhat he said 
·hen he beca,me :Minister for Lands, 

' that settlers on um uitablo areas would 
be• transferred and would get a fair and 
just doa] ,' are no,_), in plain English, 
down and out." 

\Yho i' right? The statement of the hon. 
member for \Vind,or referred to bv the 
Pn>mier in def<'HCe of his policy. <Jr the 
statc'nwnt of l\ir. :VIcDcrmott, secretary of 
the ::\1utnal Protection As6oeia.tion of Beer­
burrum? \Vhat does he state in conclusion-

" If the Government admit, which 
ihcy do, that the settler could not pay 
his int0rest in the past, then how will 
he be able to pay in the future, for even 
now the majority of the farms/ are 
goin§T back, and V()!'Y fl~W farn1s-if 
a n~,--J.o 110t suffer fron1 va~·ious plant 
disC'ct~{'S. The whole fanlt of the 
calamity is the poor soiL Nothing will 
grow with vrospects of c~mmercial suc­
cess." 

Mr. DASH: Are the Government respon­
sible for the poor soil? 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, because the Govern­
ment kept from the soldiers suitable soil, 
and ga Ye them the poor soils round the 
metropolis and in other areas-salt marshes 
that wonld grow only· inferior crops, and 
land that had to be fertilised for the very 
first crop. 

Mr. DASH : ·when we sent arsenic you 5aid 
it was no good. 

Mr. CORSER: It was no good to kill the 
pear-it might assiBt the pear to grow. Mr. 
McDermott further said-

" We humbly beg for your perusal the 
enclosed remedy and solicit your help 
in hoping to attain same." 

That is the statement of t.he soldiers them­
selves. That speaks louder than any plati­
tudes that may be uttered by the Premier 
in defence of this rotten policy. The Go­
Yernment made poor land available for the 
~oldier, and sent thei·r unemployed to clear 
the land at a cost of £20 to £25 an acre. 
They clea,red 4 acres of it, so that when the 
soldier got there he was indebted to the 
extent of £100. He had 4 acres of poor 
land that had been stumped, and was 
indebted to the extent of £100. He had to 
build a home and buy his timber at the 
Yery highest price from the State sawmill. 
He had to build his fences and find a place 
to keep a cow, because the land would not 
keep one. He had only 20 acres, and he 
could borrow £625, of which this Government 
did not find one penny. The Common­
wealth found the lot. I raised this question 
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in 1917. I said ut the time that the sold;er 
should not get less than an ordinary settler, 
The then Premier, Mr. Theodorf', said they 
could secure the £1,200 a, well. Beyond 
the £625 thev have never secured one shil­
ling.- and I have letters from t,he Agricul­
tural Bank which show that. 1Yhen the £625 
was exhausted, there wore no further funds 
available from the Agricultural Bank or the 
State Advances Corporation to assist these 
soldiers. 

C,),npare that with :--;ew South \\"ales! 
Thr•ro theY roulcl 'ocurc the whole of the 
L;lvanc-::: -w'hich v, 1_~, pm=sible to an ordinary 
sctth'l'. They secured their £625. and 
througl1 a cunmittcc in the district they 
cnnhl. ill;;;llPct apy £arrn for sale np to £3,000. 
The lcn al cvnunittec \Vould be asked to report 
on i. Exp0rts from the c!Ppartmcnt would 
1nsned. tlH' farn1. and if a beautiful lucerne 
pn)1 ·•1'1.·. Yalued at £t,onn, was considered 
·c·onh the moneY by the two authoritiee, 
rnow:'•.- \Yonld be. adv~anccd to the soldi0r to 
t _ t.hc fanu on fortv-vcar tf"l'!llf'. ThAt \Yaa 

11n;l0t' the :'\ew S~uth \Yales Liberal 
,\dlllinistration. Tlw soldier alw sc'curcd the 
;t;625 made aY,tilablc h~, the Commonwealth. 
( lnr Labour Gov{)rnmcrlt did nothilln; for tho 
~oldjc•r hut giYC' thPnl poot· land. Tht~y left 
the soldiers to stal'\'8 on -it, Etnd refuRf•d to 
~jyp tlH Ill an advance fro111 Olll' 0\.VH rrru.st 
Fu11d:-. 

In our State the nrdinary settlPi' is having 
a bal tin1e \Yith regard to advance~. In 
conne''t,ion ,vith workf't'"·' hmnes in the citie8, 
993 work0L haYP secured loans amounting lio 
:8399.C~O for the Prection of honw ;, while 
2.3.:1 Br·tt~Pr~ throughout QueenslH,nd applied 
for ad n111r "S. and secured loan:-; arnounting 
to £343.000 How can we expect our primary 
indu~trics to develop undf'r such conditions? 
\Ye I'Palisc that farms C:Lll onlv be built up 
·with tho assistance of rnonev, \vhich is more 
than c,·cr essential to-dav {,·hen the cost of 
living i:;; so rnuch greater "and our in1plernents 
haye,gone up threefold in price o~ing to t~e 
protcet.ive duties which ha YC been 1mpo 'cd Ill 

tlw interests of Australian industry. Is it 
not necessary to have considerably more 
monc1 advanced to our prodnc,,-rs than to 
citv workers·: I do not say one word 
against the policy which providc>s homes 
for citv workers. 'I'he \Vorkcrs' DwPilings 
Act w:as brought into existence before 
Labour came into power, and it was opposed 
by Labour. If £500 is essential to build a 
city worker's home, we need £600 or £800 
to gi \·e a farn1er a home in the C'Ountry. 
You do not want to give him only one­
third of what a home will cost in the citv. 
"Cntil we realise these things we arc not 
going to get very far. 

The Prcmiee said the Orposition blamed 
the Government for having helped the 
£a,rmer. The Government have not helped 
the fa;·mcr, and all the legislation on the 
statute-book is against his interests. I have 
here a copy of a resolution passed at a 
special meeting of the Gooburrum Local 
Producers' Association on 21st May, 1925. 
These associations are asked to make sugges­
tionc for the initiation of legislation, and 
told that their requests will be listened to. 
The resolution reads-

" That this meeting of the Gooburrum 
branch of the Local Producers' Associa­
tion enters an emphatic protest against 
the present method of raising revenue 
for the upkeep of the hospitals, on the 
ground that its incidence is unfair to 
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the man on the land, and is in effect a 
class tax. This meeting wggcsts that 
the upkeep of the hospitals and the 
arnbulanct s is a fair charge Dn the ca,rn­
ings of cvcry individual in Queenslana, 
end should be levied in the same 
lilaEncr as the inco..._ne· tax." 

'ThP Goobnrrum Local Producers' Association 
;_, only uno of many which have unanimously 
carried rl'solutions to the effect that all 
rwrsons r·ccciYing the basic v age should con­
,tilm!.L• l'qually with the primary producers 
o'J\'"ar·ds th<' upkeep of th" hospitals. The 

latter haYe to find the monev to 
[.3 p.m.] build homes and mak" {heir 

farms. vet theY have to find all 
:~1e ~1cntoy to p~:y; tbi~ tax:ition to satisfy the 
tancll'" cll:d \Ylllnl.~ of Labour 1IlCn1bcrs who 
v·ish to tickle the cars of their supp~rtcrs 
ttt elcclJCJrt tlllws. 

In n~y Jistriot we are placing a number 
of settlers on the land, although probably 
not so many as we nught. We find that in 
answer to a question b•. the leader of the 
Opposition on 23rd September 1924 the 
,Secrctrtr!7 for Public Lands stated that' there 
were still 716 portions available for settle­
ment. On 30th June last the Minister said 
111 rep]_-, to another m cm bcr of the Opposition 
that then> wl'rc 644 portions available. That 
shows that during th" period of nine months 
in the L:ppcr Burnctt, where £3,000,000 has 
lJf-Cn spent on raihva;:s undr_,r the Govern­
went's policy and administration, onl0 72 
,dechmJS luwrc been taken up. \Vhy? 
B<·causo of tlw un--ympathetic administration 
,of the Gon:mrnent, because of their want of 
Knowlodv" of the requll"l'ments of the farmers 
and because they did not _,--ield those thing~ 
whrch they were asked bv members of the 
i lpposition to include in" their enactments 
,,-hen they were before the House. Are hon. 
members aware that in some places where 1 
personally took the Secretary for Public 
InstructiOn over twelve months ago there 
2 re twenty to forty children ready to' attend 
sc~ool, and that the selectors in those dis­
tncts have been waiting for two vears for 
:-u~h conveniences.? T~f're arp fourteen pro­
po"als about whrch, If I have made one 
representatiOn to the Government, I han, 
made forty. Although they have received 
tile app_roval of the Departme.nt of Public 
InstructiOn, after months of battling, I am 
told that no money Is avculable to build 
them. 

:Mr. MOORE interjected. 

Mr. CORSER: They did worse than that. 
They asked them to build a temporary 
echo~l-thc J?epartment would find the 
floormg and rron-and to send in a, pian. 
They sent m a plan specifying round timber 
mstead o~ sawn timber. There was no 
sa:vmi!l WI!hm 50 miles, but the Government 
'aid that they <;ould not proceed with round 
trmber )Jecause It would not be suitable when 
they Wished to convert it into a classified 
school of a decent type. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon mem­
ber has exhausted the time allow~d him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BRU:CE (Kennedy): Several hon. mem­
bers oppositt; have h~d a _Jot to say about 
returned soldiers, and If therrs were an honest 
attempt to assist the returned soldiers they 
would ha':e a laudable objective; but so'far as 
one ca_n ]udge, the thing that counts with 
them Is the ~esire to gain political kudos 
rather than Improve the position of the 

soldiers. Hon. members opposite forgot that a 
large percentage of the British seamen who 
are on strike at thP present time arc returned 
.-ailors. YPt they are prepa-red to 'upport 
a Deportation Act to deal ''ith the men 
n~prcs~ntin~r the rase of theRe Britiflh ~ailurs, 
1nany of 1\ hon1 a rp na .,~al ra:ting::; who took 
thPir nart in the war. nd arP g:et-
1ing- a· miserable pit1ancc which ts not 
fit for a hurrHtn being to live on. and \', ho 
livo under conditions that no hurna~J being 
on the land would be asked to t<>lcrate. 
(Opposition dissent .. ) Hon. member' haYe 
only to go 1o the boats to spc for tlwn>oc'lves 
how true that i,; if tbev -donbt y·hat I 'ay. 
These are the men vYho V are on st ,.ikl' to--d~v 
because their wag~s have bee't reducr;cl. · 

Despite the fact that Britich shipping 
cntr>rpnses havr~ made tremendous profits 
and arc continning to n1ako tron1endous 
profits. the,- must have their pound of flesh 
out of these nilors-thl'ee returned sailors. 
2\'ot one wor·d has been said by the Opposi­
tlon m faYonr of these returned nilors. 
althm,g-h they had just a.s much to clo-and 
probably more to do-with protectin~ the 
British Empi-re and ·winning t"lw wa1· ~s thP 
rC'tnrned wldiL'rs haJ to ~lo. To-d~n- the 
shipo~.1llOt't'3- arc insisting npon their ]Jound 
of f!0sh.. One pound a month has been taken 
from the sailors' alrrctdv paltr:.- ,,·ages. and 
bPc.ause tbr-""':~ go on strik0 ao·ain·t this 
impcdition by their employers .;.e ha vc a 
cl. G;S-COPscion'; "Prinw "\linistcr introducing 
legisla i ion 1 o deport the reprcsf'n1atine of 
this ~<~etion of the workin,{ class. 

Mr. C'OSTELLO: BolsbcYiks: 

Mr. BRUCE: If hon. members opposite 
are genuine in t,hcir support of the returned 
soldier and say that he should haYe £60@ 
or £800 in order to establish himself again 
in our civic li.fe, surely they must stand up 
for the returned sailor and sa..v that he 
mu't hctvo decent conditions of ·work and 
decent rates of pay so that he can re-estab­
lish himself in our ciYic life. Ko I They 
are always reprmcnting- the capitalistic 
class. They reprc,ent the bloated ship­
owners who CXJ1loit these returned British 
sailors and introduce Indian lascars to take 
their pbce when they arc on strike. "Boys 
of the bulldog brood!" Indian lascars are 
brought in to take their place on their boats 
when they dare to fight for decent con­
ditions. Hon. mewbers opposite have always 
stood for the capitalistic class, and have 
always boon against the worker. no matter 
who he may be, and no matter what he has 
done for his country. During the war they 
sang the> praise of the British seaman 
---the men who looked after the trawlers, 
and saw that the troops were carried 
safely from Great Britain 1o Europe. The 
Press was full of that day after day. and 
hon. members opposite were to be found 
on the platform bel a nding their actions, 
and saying what wonderful men they were. 
We heard them singing "Boys of the Bull­
dog Breed !" If the shipowners had their 
way, the "Boys of the Bulldog Breed" 
would be the miserable attenuated lascar, 
who is already physi.·ally destroyed under the 
capitalistic system. Il~ re we have hon. mem­
bers opposite right behind the Prime Minis­
ter. who has no Australian outlook and whc 
is tinged and dyed first of all with capitalism, 
and secondly with the old Tory outlook--

Mr .. MOORE: He was elected by the people 
of Australia. 

Mr. Bruce.] 
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Mr. BRUCE: And by British capitalism, 
and is endca vouring to destroy the free 
and democratic institutions tha.t have been 
established in _\ustralia. He has estab­
lished lcr6,lation for deport a! ion, and 
has created a Commonwealth police fore<', 
the same as our friend William Morris 
Hughcs created on another occasion. Hon. 
members opposite refer to ·' Soviet Russia," 
and to the fact that the unions will be 
using force if they are not watched. They 
refer to extremists, but there is never a time 
when thcv would hesitate for one second to 
use force" when thev find that the intelli­
gence of the peopie is encroaching upon 
their presenes, and they do it to-day with­
out the least hc-.itation. Every hon. member 
opposite, despit:: what he may say in this 
House, has at t,hc back of his mind the old 
T1ry ideas. and would do as the leader of 
the Opposition sugg<·,ted just the other day 
-use machine guns against the workers. 

Mr. :\IooRE: Who suggested that? I never 
suggested that. 

1\Ir. BRUCE: You used batons' against 
the workers when t hev dared to ask for an 
improvement in their" conditions. 

Mr. :.IOORE (Aul!igny): Mr. Speaker, l 
rise to a point of order. The hon. member 
is attrihuting to me a statement that I did 
not make. T.he statement about machine 
[:uns was made by the hon. member for 
Townsville. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member for Kennedy must accept the denial 
oi the hon. member for Aubigny. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: Their own Government 
shot them clown. 

Mr. Cor.Lns : The Government of which 
the hon. member for Albert was a member 
used batom. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You used batons. 
Mr. CoLLTKS: Xo, I did not. 
Hon. J. G. APPEL: Your Government did. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I am sorry 
that the hon. member for Kennedy concluded 
his speech so abruptly. He said something 
that was not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'WoRKS: Don't 
>nako an attack on him, Bill. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man must not make disorderly interjections. 

0PPOS!TIOK ::\d:E}!BERS: Hea.r, hear! 

Mr. DEACON: I "ant to say that the 
grievanees of hon. members· against the 
administration of this Government in general 
are nothing compared with those of the 
people I represent. A constitutional question 
has arisen. and the Government-, in conjunc­
tion with other Governments, have consented 
t<J test the constitutionality of a law passed 
bv the Federal Government. One of the 
grievances that I in common wit.h other hon. 
members on this side have against the Go­
vernment is that, when monev is wanted to 
be thrown away on any proje"ct that is of a 
political nature, it can be easily found. The 
Government show no hE~sitancy in t-hat case 
at all. They jump at the opportunity; but, 
if they arc asked to provide money to carry 
on the necess-ary services of State or to keep 
any department up to date, t-hen they adopt 
a chec,e-paring policy. That is in contrast 
with their immediately assenting to a pro­
posal to expend money to test the oonstitu­
t-ionality of a law to deport men; and the 

[Mr. Bruce. 

reason Is to be found in the fact that Jf 
pleash their crowd. The complaint is that 
the Commonwealth Government desire to 
deport two men. \Ye ha vc had a discussion 
as to who the'<' two men arc, and I do ne-t 

-see why I sh<mld not object to money being 
spent for the purpose. One has only to 
recognise what these men are after, anJ 
what thev have alwavs been after. The 
question to (hem is not ~o much one of decent 
conditions for Australian seamen, as those 
men have decPnt c<mditions. They have ha•' 
their wag<' fixed high enough to please them. 
They do not claim more wages; yet tbc 
_\ustralian seamen have gone out on strik<" 
time after tiLt0, not to secure improved 
conditions, but merely to assort the policy z,f 
job control ! 

Mr. C'OLLIKS: \Vould you like to be z. 
seaman? 

:e.1r. DF.ACOX: I >vould not: I believe in 
every man sticking to his own trade; but I 
'"' oulcl sconer be a seaman than sit behinci 
the Government. \Vhen you see what the 
consequences of tho actions of these men are, 
and sec who have to pay for their strikes, 
then I, rcprC'sonting the people I do, have 
got a good grievance The cost of all these 
disturbances-it does not matter whether th<' 
"r:tmPn Dr the o\vncrs win-has to be paid 
for lov those who use the ships. and that is 
the produc~r, whether the ships be trading 
over--ea or on the .\nstralian coast. It doeoo 
not m a ttcr what purpose a str:ike is ea !le:: 
for it has to be paicl for by the producer. 

Mr. APPEL: Hear, hear! 
J\Ir. COLLIKS: Hear the producer from 

~Hbcrt int-erjecting ! 
Mr. APPEL: I have contributed to the pro­

duction and development of this State. 
::Y1r. COLLI:->R: What did vou do for the 

production of this State? • 

Mr. DEACON: We find these men inter­
fering with t-he rank and filP of their own 
union for no reason \vhatevcr; and now they 
are asking the seamen on British ships, whc 
arc not under their control, to come out on 
strike simply to cause a disturbance. They 
knm1 1wrfcctly well that there is no hope of 
,,ecuring- any benefits for the seamen from 
the disturbance. Ko partial strike can ever 
be succecsful, and the stnke of British sea­
men in c\ustralirm ports is only of a local 
nature, as the seamen on British ships in 
other parts of the world are prepared to 
honour the agreement they entered into with 
tlw owners. 

Mr. Bnu 'E: They are not keeping the 
agreement in South Africa. 

Mr. DE_\COC\J: It doec not matter if the' 
arc net; they made an agreement. The 
strike is only a small local 0ffort, and the 
leaders of the seamen in England who were 
elected bv the men themselves have advised 
the men to ret-urn to work. The seamen have 
chosen the1r representatives and made them 
responsible for looking after their interests: 
so why should these other men be permitted 
to throw greater burdens on those seamen 
and on the indust-ry of the country, merely 
for the sake of creating a disturbance? 

This Government is always willing to help 
in a row, whether it is right or wrong; but 
when it comes to doing something useful they 
are not there. \Vhatcver they do is done to 
secure polit-ical kudos for themselves. Time 
after time we have asked them to help the 
agriculturist. 
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::\Ir. \Y. CooPER: Anyhow, you look well 
(Jll it. 

1\Ir. DE\ CO~: If that is so, it is not 
through any assistance the Government have 
givon me or my electors. If the primary 
produc"rs in the hon. member's electorate 
had their way, he would not be in this House 
to-dav. 

1\h. \Y. CooPER: The ag·riculturists put me 
Jn. 

Mr. KELSO: You are shivery on it to-day. 

::\Ir. \Y. CooPER: I do not look as shivery 
a ;·ou do. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. DK.\CO~: The Government have neg. 

1, ;:,tpcJ the building of railways since they 
ir;to power. and have only gone on \vith 

main linos that were under construction. 
if started, when thev took office. Thev could 
have hr'lp<•d the aci'riculturists a great deal 

by the com,truction of light railways. 
ctre hundreds of thousands of acres 

of first-class land lying idle and used only 
for grn:.jng; :1.nd there arc rnen hungry for 
land who \Wuld like to use that idle land for 
accriculi nral purposes. The land is cheap 
enough. and they could buy it all right: but 
it \F>nld he useless to go there " long distance 
frOf'l the railv:;c:I and hope to carry on agri­
cultural pursuits succn••sfullv. If we are to 
prosper ':,e must develop the "ountrv. Our 
p>·escnt prosperity is not permancn( but is 
due to the high state of vrosperity of one 
or two key industric3. If anything happens 
tn that r.rtificial prosperity, the working man 
of this country \:ill feel the pinch more than 
an', other class. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: Because they are the most 
down-trodden. 

1\Ir, DEACO::'\ : The 'COrkino- man can get 
onl:, his share of what he •?>tr~s. He is not 
ihr' only one to consider. 

The PRD!IER: That is all he wants. 

:\h. DEACON: He is getting that now. 
If our present flourishing productg lessen in 
v~lhw, wh2re is the working rnan going to get 
hu~ share? 

::Hr. W. CoOPER : Is he getting his share? 

Mr. DEACON: I think h0 is. Evcrvbodv 
is n,r1ite willing to give him more if it can b~ 
done. I say good luck to him if he gets an 
111-crcEtfiC when that increase is available: 
o,nd every fair man will say the same thing. 
So far as WP can. we should establish the 
general ind.ustries in this country on a per­
illanPnt ba"s, so that W'' shall alwavs be able 
to pay the working man a decen.t wage. 

::\lr. C:oLLIKo<: You would sohe the 
prchL'n1 by dP!lOrting one or two men. 

~f>'. DEACON: If these one or two men 
m interfere with the indust,ries of the 
country that there is a general dislocation 
r;f trane, then all the people engaged in 
md~>str_Y-both th: working man and th,• 
capJtahst-arP gomg to suffeT. The hon. 
111f~lnlwr for. Bo~Ten cannot escape from it. 
The people 111 h1s electorate \\Ould suffer if 
th0re was a general dislocation of shipping. 

:\h. COLLINS: Thev would not groan as 
much about it as yo~ do. 

Mr. DEACON: There arc only two men 
'iandin[( in the way of a settlement of 
that dispute. 

The Commonwealth Government have 
recently passed an Act to establish a Rural 

Credits Bank in order to help the farming 
indu;;tl·... It is n1uch 1norc to their credit 
than [,m-thing we have had from the 
QuocJJsla~d G'OvernnJf'nt. 

~.Ir. \Y. CoOPER: It took them a long 
linle to do it. 

:\Ir. DEACOJ'\: The bulk of the men 
\\'ho were <'stablished on farms before this 
GDYcrnmcnt took office are in a fairly 
prosperous statP. There are some who are 
Lot so pra,speron~ owing to circumstances 
!J,·~·onrl tlwir control. It is almost impos· 
,iblP at the prpsent time for progress to be 
llladc b~· anyone outside those already 
1horonghl~· established. H is impossible for 
a new man to come in. It is not that he 
callnot v0t cheap land, because he can get 
Innd for nf arh~ nothing. 

:\[r. CoLLI:O:S: Tell us wlut is the cause. 

:\Ir. DE}\. CO;\;: Simply because it costs 
too ;Hnch to work the farm. It must be 
'>Yo1·kcd with 1nachjnerv. .and he is not in 
a 21osi1 ion to purchase, machinery. There 
i::; onlY 0110 v ay of getting over the diffi­
ndtY. and !hat is to finance these men. 
)_~m{ ran gPt 1nachincry if you have got the 
money. and there is no way of getting that 
more,': except b1· borrowing. The ordina,ry 
banks do not take on that class of business; 
all<\ tlw Agricultural Bank. which should 
do it, onl 0 lends on the same class of 
~('Cln·it:,- as other banks. 

}fr. \Y. C'OOPER: 'I'he Agricultural Bank 
1:; lc·n<1ing n1oney to the farmers. 

}lr. DEACO?\: The hon. member for 
Ro,cwood knows that the Agricultural Bank 
doeo not lend Yery much. If the sugges­
tions nf the Opposition when the Govern­
mcnr brought in an anwnding Bill had 
been carried out, more land would have 
lwen nut undc1· cultiYation and thinrrs 
f-!'l'IH'rally in this country wo~ld ha.ve be;n 
h0tter. It is hardly to be exnected that 
the Government will d0 ,-ery much for the 
man on 1 he land. and it is to he hoped that 
\Ye shall ,oon see the end of this Govern­
ll1Cllt and have a nt:"~w Government on the 
Tn :iSno·y benches, as only then shall we 

111 a kc progTCS". 

I want to point out the unfairness of the 
pt·<>scnt dietribution of electorates. I have 
be>Pn looking oyer son1e oi the electoral rolls, 
and it ought to be admitted that a country 
<•lectorate should not be required to have the 
;·unc number of electors as a citv electorate, 
\Ye haYe an Act on the statute:book which 
flxcs the quota, and it provides that the 
number of eleciors may be fixed at one-fifth 
moro or one-fifth less than the quota. I will 
~i,·e ;:o1ne of the actual results in figures. 
:\" anango has 6,600 electors on the roll. It 
is a ·,yield~, scatt0red district, while the 
0leetorate of Brisban('. which does not con· 
tain 1 square mile, has only 5, 720 electors 
on the roll. 

11r. CLAYTOX: Chillagoe has only 3,000. 

::Mr. DRACOX: Murrumba. another 
countr.1· electorate, has 6,617 electors on the 
roll; while Gym pie, a city electorate, has 
only 4,911. 

::\Ir. WrKSTA:-iLEY: Rubbish! 

Mr. DEACON: It is not rubbish. Wide 
Bay-another big country electorate-has 
6,2:!2 electors, while Maryborough-which is 
officially a city-has 6,185. Cunningham has 
6,254; Cairns, 6,376; Fassifern, 6,346; Car· 
narvon, 6,237; Dalby, 6.103; Rockhampton, 

Mr. Dear;on .. ] 
"' 
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5.002; Rurnelt, 6,215; Bowen, 5,49(>; and 
Aubirrnv 5 991· while• Toowoombu. the 
l<lrge~t ·~it.\ 'on 'the Downs. has only 7.127. 
Coorooru has 7,468; and Bremcr-\vhich. IS 

close to Ipswich-6,001. This anomaly obt.ams 
noi' onh· in ch•ctorates reprcsentPd b:; non. 
members on this side, but in doctorates h~ld 
lw Labour. It is not a fair representatiOn 
f~1' the country districts, no matter to which 
side of the House hon. members an• returned. 
vVo shall soe hmr the position '.vork' out after 
the next redi,tribution of ~lectorates takes 
place. 

J\Tr. DASH : They might work out your 
scat. (Laughter.) 

1\h. DEACO~: l'dy scat '' ''" not worked 
out proviousl;:-, but two other seats v1ero 
v·orked into it. 

Thr ro are so n1an:v n1ore grio,v·anccs to 
vcnt.ilai'e that I do not know which to take. 
'Tho main grievance is in connrcilon Y:ith the 

av the GoYornn1ent haYe bcPn piling np 
taX'ation. VvTP h.1vo not a fair systern of 
taxation in operation. Umkr a fair system. 
taxation oug·ht not to prc ·S undul:-' on any 
cla ·'; and those industries which cause work 
in the country ought to be helped along, and 
not have to pay too grcqt a share of taxation. 
Yet more than a fair proportion of taxation 
is plac0d on rnen who arc engaged in_ farm­
ing. It is quite possible und"r the mrome 
tax law for a man who has had no taxable 
ifleomc for three years to be charged income 
tax. I know of a case in which that might 
have occurrod. but I visited ~he Income Tax 
Department and put it bofor,, the Commis· 
sioner, and he adjusted it. It is quite true 
that no injustice was done i!J that particulat· 
ease, but I <]note it to 3how what might 
happen, and does happen, if the man paying 
the tax do'' not look in at the department. 

This was a case of a man who 
[3.30 p.m.] had a certain amount of pro, 

duce on hand at the end of the 
period when he sold. . It is quite possible 
for a, man to buy a place ior, say, £3,000. 
To do that he might incur a deht of £1,500. 
He c•w go on year after year and make just 
enough to live on for three years, and then 
sell it. If at the time whPn he sells the pro· 
pert.y he has £500 worth of produce on 
hand, although he may lose £1,500 on the 
deal, still he will be taxed on the £500 
worth of produce. It is not a fair thing that 
a man who goes into the farming industry. 
whNe there is always a possibility of his 
losing his capital through depreciation of the 
land, should be taxed on the value of pro­
duce, which may not be realised. I do 
object to taxation of produce which is not 
realised. I maintain that it was never a 
fair system. I say that no taxation of a 
farm should include an unknown quantity. 
The Commonwealth Government allow the 
averaging system, and under it a man does 
get a fair deal, and there is no reason why 
the State should not give him a £air deal in 
the same wav as the CommomvPalth. The 
Commonwealth Government are making a 
large amount available by means of rural 
credits, and this Government should be able 
to find a little through the Agricultural Bank 
to assist the man on the land, particularly 
as e.dvances to new settlers, such as those 
who go to the Burnett. Although I am not 
hoping for m·uch from this Government, 1 do 
hope that some day something will be done. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would like 
to make a few references to our grievances 
against this Government. and I think that, 

[Mr. Deac9n 

if we went fully into them aiL the debate 
.,,.onld bP rather. protracted, and it would not 
be long before the ·'gag" was applied. \V'l 
could bring forward a financial case thn 
\vou1d cond0mn anv Governtnent. The 
Govf'!'nment have bPen in power for ten 
vears, but they have simply squandered th." 
monev on wild.cat adventures and cxpen· 
ment~l lPgislation. all at the exp0nse of the 
,: on1nn:tnit., tnoro especiallY the primary pro­
d neon. Onlv rccent.lv the Government wera 
com]w!lNl t~ writo £8JO,OOO off their State 
cnt0rpriscs; but the· State enterprises arc still 
in a lanp-uishing position and competing 
ppf:tirlv 1vith privnte entPrprise. The sooner 
the Govcrnnwnt realise that it is necessarv 
to b0 rid of State C'nterprises th~e bdter it 
\Yi!l b,. for thn pconle of Queen:. land .. If the 
~IiuiRter resnonsilJlc were con~CIC'ntlous 
c':~ough and Conrageous enough, he would 
,,], it that the Government were s,orry they 
ho cl en'r entered on State enterprises. 

L·t n. · now deal with a yen' bifT State· 
rontvollcd activitv-the railways. The mal· 
·dministration of the Railway Department 
i deplorable. I do not wish to refer to what 
ha, occurred during the last few week', hut 
I do '"i'h to make some comment on the 
rolliug.stock and the running of the traim. 
It is a disg-race to Quec•nsland that the pro· 
~Pnt. state• of aff,,_irs should ('xist. On coming 
to Brirbane it is very seldom that we finrl 
trtins running on ti1ne. On nearly eyery 
occasion there• i · a delay of between half an 
hour and forty minutes. and the late running 
of one train. practically holds up all the 
orhcr trains, thu~ causing trom~ndous expense 
to the Departmc•nt Then agam, the deplo~·· 
ablP condition of the rolling·stock makes Jt 
a risk to travel on some of the trains that 
the Government have on the rails to·day. 
I know persons who are afraid to travel at 
night since the disast<'r at Trawston. The 
soon0r thP rolling·stock and the lrnes gener­
ally arc put in a proper state of repa1r the 
better it. will be for Quef'nsland generally. 

,The least one can expect, especially in co~­
nertion with mail trains, is to have commum­
cation cords installed. I want to give an 
imtance of where a mail train about six 
months ago travelled between Bu!lda~erg and 
Maryborough with no comm~mcatwn. cord 
in one of the first-class sleepmg carnage.s. 
One of the back wheels of the front bopo 
came off the line near Torbanlea, and the 
carriage bumped badly. You could feel tht' 
carriage bumping over every sleeper, and 
all passengers left their berths not knowmJ 
what to do. On finding that there was no 
communication cord they realised that all 
they could do was to throw a note out on to 
the. platform at Colton in the hope that the 
nio-ht officer would find it. Fortunately he 
did pick it up. and was instrumental in 
baYing the signals put against us at Croydon 
,Junction. The passengers reached Croydon 
.Tundion in a state of panic; and, when the 
tr11in was brought to a standstill. one of the 
wllf'els dropped off and the undcrgear fe!l 
to the rails. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It .was a 
very obliginQ' wheel to remain on untrl you 
got there. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CLAYTON: To move that coach 
part of the train had to be shu;rted on 
one line and part of it on another lme, and 
!he sleeping car coaches had to be left 
standing. That only shows the dangers 
travellers are subjected to. Had the Go· 
vernment caused the carriages to be brought 
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up to date with communication cords 
affixed in each carriage, what might have 
been a serious accident in this instance could 
l'lave easily been prevented. That is not the 
only incident that bets been smothered up 
hy the department. The Gm·crnment cannot 
he awrtre of the danger that persons travel­
ling in thrtt train were exposed to. Had 
Jhc injury been to the front wheel of the 
bogie, " serious accident would probably 
haYe occurred. Fortunatclv it was one of 
the rear wheels, and it ha'd bumped along 
thr· <lecpcrs for 8 miles before the train was 
pullPd up. I quote that il!nstration to show 
the condition of the rolling-stock. 

Thuc is no need for me to go into the 
Tnwc5ton disaster. \Yhen we go into the 
report of the Board of Inquiry wo may get 
nwn information. althongh I am doubtful 
whether much more information will result 
from the inquiry than was known befm-,·­
~and. It would be Ycry interesting to have 
mformatwn as to ''"hat the inquiry cost, and 
as to what ea.ch individual connected with 
it got out of it. 

The SPEAKER: Order' Order! 

}[r. CLAYTOX: I wish now to touch 
upon th0 eon.;estion 0f traffic between Cabool­
hlre and Thcebine. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.u:Ds : There 
'\\"as no congestion last week. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: Th.anks to your Government. 

]\,fr. CLA YTOX: I do not think that tho 
~on. !lentlernan appreciated facing the 

Reds : ne1ther do I thmk that he appre­
·~iated doing what the "Reds" on the back 
Government benches forced the Government 
to do. Some .o~ his supporters will not appre­
<nate the pos1t10n when thev are defeated in 
their plebiscites. There is a single line 
between Caboolture and Theebine and it is 
frequently in a state of congestio~. Travel­
lers on that !me find out after a few trips 
how '.nan.v staff stations will have to be 
·estahhehed and realise the delay that is 
ocras1oned. on almost eYcry journey. Pas­
senfl·Cl· trams are. frequently delayed by goods 
trams, stock trams, and sugar trains. The 
sooner something is done either to construct 
a. double line or to afford relief in some 
way the better, as I do not see how until 

·then t)le Government . will make a paying 
proposi_hon ?f the rmlways. I trust that 
somethmg w1ll be done in this matter even 
if it is only to save the time of thos~ who 
have to use the railwavs in the course of 
their business. ' 

M_uch has been said to-day with regard to 
·soldJCr settlement and land settlement gener­
ally. I have instances in my electorate 

·where returned soldiers in the early days were 
settled on lapel t~at '':as both inadequate i'" 
area and mfenor m quality. I have 
repeatedly brought those facts before this 
House . and the Secretary for Public Lands. 
I parbcularly refer to the Elambah Estate 
near Cmnabar. The land is what might be 

'?alled good grazmg land, and was cut up 
1~t~ blocks _of 90 and 110 _acres. The quan­
tlt} of agrJCultural land m the estate was 
very small indeed. The men have not been 
able to make a living from the small areas, 
an_d the;c h:<ve been compelled to engage in 
sh1re counCil work and main roads work. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And have been com­
·pelled to become members of the Australian 
Workers' Union. 

The SECRCTARY FOR P0BLJC LANDS : There · 
is nothing to be ashamed of in that fact. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The quality of the land 
on "·hich these men wore settled dicl not 
enable them to earn a li Ying, and many of 
them have had to leave their homos in order 
to keep their wives and families. In some 
instanc"' the department hitS increased the 
si?.c of blocks to try and make them living 
areas. The 1ncn who are settled on those 
blocb are Yery keen on being relieved of 
their pro]Jerty, but the :'lfinister cannot see 
his v;ay to allow them to sell th .. ir holdings 
to private individuals, stipulating that they 
shall dispose of them to <Jther soldier 
settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC LANDS: I did 
not make that stipulation. The Llw makes 
that stipulation. 

:\Ir. CLA YTOX: If the la\v is so unjust, 
the l:on. gentlc1nan should take the earliest 
opportunity of arncuding it so as to help 
those indiYiduals. I trust the hon. gentle­
man \Yill takP that step. 

'l'hc SECHETARY FOR Pc'BLIC LA::-rDs: If they 
ea11 sell tu a private person a11d a priYat·e 
per;;;on ( lll earn a liYing, does t}u!_t prove 
that the arf•a is not big enough? I suggest 
that it is the man that is \nong~not the 
land. 

Mr. CLA YTO:'\: That is not fair; it. is 
unjust. I know of Pnf' n1an who is one of 
tho finest types of settlers you could get, 
but his land is inferio1·. 1f he had an area 
of n bout 1.200 :lore., on which he could engage 
in mixed far.ning. dairying, and >J.gricul­
ture, he. mighl be able to come out all right. 

The S'XRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: On every 
occasion \Vhen I could incr0n'·C the area of 
a block I have dcne so. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I could gi,-e an illustr:t· 
tion where the Minister in charge of the 
departmer:t before the present Minister told 
me that this settler has what is defined as 
a living area. and is not elig"iblo as an 
applicant for other land that may be thrown 
open. 

The Pm::,riER: \Yhat. do you regard as a 
living area? 

Mr. CLAYTON: I am glad the Premier 
asks that question. If I had anything to 
do with the Lands Department, I would 
suggest that a board of three practical men 
should be constituted in different dist-ricts 
to give advice as to what they consider a 
fair living area, having regard to climatic 
and ether conditions. The Government 
should alter the Act in that wa~· in the 
inter0sts of the settlers. Now take the 
Burnett lands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS inter­
jected. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I am making this speech 
~not you. If you had accepted the advice 
of the Opposition--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to refer to the Minister by his pro­
per title; not address him as "You." 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.~NDS: Do you 
really believe I designed the land? I did not 
design the land. 

Mr. CLAYTON: No; but you are the 
head of the department, and it is you to 
whom I must go in these matters. (Laugh­
ter.) Regarding the settlement of the 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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Burnctt lands. had the ::\Iinistor gone into 
th" ma,tter of s<>lecting men with practical 
e'tpcriPncc-mcn resident in the Bm·nett-to 
assist the Government. and the settlers, and 
h .d taken their advice, the position would 
he different from that existing to-day. The 
ide·: of thrnwin<; opPa land in 30~-acre blo~ks, 
15L miles away from a railway, and holdmg 
the sctth'r to the sh·ict letter of the Act, 
makes it impossible for him to make a living. 
The Government should ha>e done what we 
told them to do when opening up this land 
and madC' rhc areas n1uch larger. \Ve sug­
gested thaT the areas should bo 1,200 acrtd 
and mOT . \Ve knew that the land was 
Aitnatc .J in a dry arE'a, with a rainfall of 
about 29 inches in t>velve months, and that 
not cvenlv distributed. Had t.he Government 
thrown a·cwn the Burnott area in blocks of 
1 20n or 2 000 acre, those areas \Yould have 
h.P<'~ rw-hc~d, and 1t would have been one of 
the finest settlements in Queensland. But 
''hat havp >Ye therE' to-day? The hen. mem­
licr for Burnett ha- shown that the settle­
ment. of that area ha,, not been a success. 
All alonrr since I ha,-e been in this House, 
when ad~-icc has been giYen by 1nen1bers of 
the Opposition to the Government, it has 
not been heedf'rl; but we can turn back to 
the pages of "Hansard" now and see that 
the adYic-e \Ye gaYe on every occasion was 
";und. Had the Government legislated on 
the lines of (.hat advicr·, it would have been 
much better for agriculturists and settlers m 
(~neLnsland tD-day. 

I wish to sa.;, a fc"'tv words rov .. · in regard 
to cm· ;:)tate schools. I have a good deal to 
do \\ ith the Department of Public Instruc­
tion, beeanse there is a large nun1ber of 
schools in my electorate, and the Department 
of Public Instruction has rnct me fairlv so 
far a' it is in its power to do so; but ,\-hen 
1t i a t 1 Uc.-.tion of son1cthing under the con­
trol of the Department of Public \Vorks, it 
is " difierent matter. That is where the 
stumbling-block is to be found. No doubt it 
is a question of shortage of funds, but if the 
Gon·rnment arc in the position to spend the 
large amount of money they arc spending 
i11 city electorate'" and in tht:.~ to\Yns, a larger 
amount ohould be spent in the backblocks, 
bcnnse nothing is going to do more to open 
up Queens] and or to get m c n to settle on 
the land than providing opportunities for 
them to educate their children. I am up 
against the Department of Public ·works, 
bcc:1uso that department do~s not meet the 
DPpartment of Public Instruction in a fair 
vvay in rE.\gard to 1natters that are deserving 
of eonsickration. At the prospnt time schools 
that have been recommended are not being 
built. I am most peroistent iu going to the 
Department of Public Instruction, yet I have 
not been successful in gotti ng those schools 
built owing to the Department of Public 
Works. 

Then in regard to schools alreadv in exist­
ence. I trust that this year something more 
will be done to preserve some of the school 
buildings, which arc in a most shocking 
state. In many instances we are losing the 
value of these buildings because of the want 
of a little paint. If the Government give 
attention to those schools th.tt need painting, 
it will be a saving in the long· run, because 
it, will mean the preservation of many of the 
school buildings whieh at present are crack­
ing up and deteriorating. I could enumerate 
man0 other grievances, but. I do not wish 
to take up too much of th,, time of hon. 
members. 

[Jir. Clavton. 

There is one other matter in connectioll 
with our timber areas that 1 would like to 
bring forward. The people around Gympie 
a.re suffering through lwYing all. the good 
agricultnral land adjacent to ex1stmg tall· 
ways rcserYcd for reafforesiatwn. purposes. 
\Y P ha Ye a laro·c area of land that IS not !!ear 
a ;aih\ a·· that could be m'ed for that pur· 
pose, an(! a lot of the land around Gympir­
conld be OlJf'Ill'd 11p for agricultural purpo~s. 
iL .. tead of being resen-ec] for the production 
o[ timber. I haH" already placed this me1tttT 
before the Secretarv for Hailwavs and tlw 
Sc~reiarv for l'uhl~·c Lands. I ·know that 
the SPc;·ctarv for Public Land .. · went to 
G:;mpie rec('ntl). when he stated that hE' 
\\ould thro ,- open about 2,000 acres. A ,·er" 
good schernc was initiated therf! 1 undor 1-vhich 
the scrub could be cut down, ha nanas planted, 
and pine-trees grown amon~n tho banana.r:-. 
I do not know how rnuch lH!" been doT>e Hl 
that connec1ion, but I think it i~ sonwthir!g 
\\·hich will ha YC beneficial re .ults. It will 
mean that we shall bo able to utilise that 
land fer the prodnctl:n1 of baEanas for about 
five Years \'\ hcu it can be turi.i0d into forcH 
agaii'l. I' trust the }linister is moving in 
that dirrction. Lnt I huYe not heard o{ an~ 
ii.stancc' in \Vhich he~ ha::; t"J,kcn <tction. 

A deputation waited on the hon. gentle­
man recently with regard to the Manumb;..r 
timber area. I have previously mentioned 
t.he huge Manun1bnr scrub on many oecasions 
in this Chamber. I ,,-ant to keep this matter 
pron1inentl:v bcfol'~' the Minister, because \Ve 

have one of the finest assets in the timber 
indust rv in that scrub. It contains about 
120,000.'000 superficial feet of matured pine. 
Owing to the Go,-ernnwnt not having done 
anvthing to connect the scrub with the 
Kin::;aroy line the timber is deteriorating. 
I have been informed that 80 per cent. of tbo 
matured pine would be classed as faulty a1 
the present time. It is the duty of the 
Governnwnt. even if they have to sell a couple 
of State stations, t.o get the money to connect 
that scrub by tramline with th" Kingaroy 
railway, and save the timber which is now· 
going to waste. vVc have up-tD-date sawmills 
in ~1aryborough and Bundaberg which are 
stan·ing for eoft woods. The head of one 
of the ftrms in Maryborough told me yeste:·­
dav that he was sufiering from a shortage of 
pine, and that it was nauseating to think 
there >vas such a_ large amount of timber in 
tho scrub there while he could not keep hi• 
mill going fnll time. This is a matter wJ:ich 
affects the worker•, as in a short space of tim<> 
tho-'e mills will onlv be able to work two or 
three days a week· owing to the scarcity of 
timber. I (rust that thB Ministe1' will giw 
consideration to the matter of connecting 
the Manumbar scrub by tramline with the 
Kingarov railway, and that before long we 
shall be. able tD keep the mills in Mary­
borough going with supplies of timber from 
it. 

Another matter which is causing a lot of 
discontent in the country is the Hospitals 
Act. This is an iniquitous measure, and 1 
am looking forward to the Government doing 
something to relieve the primary prod~cer of 
the heavy burden he is asked to carry m thts 
connection. I put a question to the Home 
Secretarv this session, and the hon. gentle­
man told me most emphatically that it was 
hi, intention to amend the Act. Unless he 
takes steps in that direction the primary pro­
ducers are going to be called upon to find 
~0 per cent. of the upkeep of the hospital~. 
That is a grievance which the farmers have 
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u:;·ainst the GoYernment. and it is ono which 
will be detrimental to the Government when 
thev 'eek the Yotes of the primary producers 
in the future. 

1[r. KOTT (Stan/,y): Prior to the last 
ekdion we had a notable instance of the 
the:1 Premier, the hon. member for Chillagoe, 
0ntmciating his agricultural policy, and 
we alc•o had the Emu Park Conference. 
After those two moves the GoYernment who 
a n• at pre,ent in charge-I sha 1! not say of 

Queensland, but of the benches on 
:'~ p.m.] the other side of this Chamber-

were elected with a majority. On 
ou·• of the first occasions after reassembling 
in Parliament I mentioned th.:tt there was a 
t lass of legislation which tho Government 
Wl'rr> quite jnstifwd in introducing, since i1 
had been enunciated before the election, and 
that that legislation was Mr. Thcodore's agri­
cultural proposals aud the agricultural policy 
outlin('d at Emu Park. Since then a great 
deal of that legislation has been passed, and 
at the prelent time many things are being 
done throughout the State which to my min.l 
ar the natural sequence of the attempt tD 
adn:inistcr legislation carried at the dictate' 
of yarious trade unions, '\Vho have graduaily 
obtained grcator and greater power until 
now thcv form a section which the Govern­
nwnt find it Yf'ry difficult to h>1ndle. 

On<' of my special grievances against tlFl 
Governn1ent during this Parliament i::- th(~ 
outcome of the fact that, when the late 
PrPmier announced his agricultural policy, 
he led quite a number of us to believe that 
much good was to come out of it. The 
Go;-ernment immediately set in train a lar~·e 
organisation. which most of the farming com­
mimity thought must necessarily be of some 
lBe to them. That has been in working ord'lr 
for quite a long time, but, as the Council of 
AgTicultural and its subsidiary councils am 
administered, I think the people wh{) expected 
to g-et some benefit must ha;-e begun to think 
th~t it ic but a whited sepulchre for their 
hopes. Latelv the Government have dis­
rlc"ed their helief that, although they have 
had the Council of Ag-riculture C{)ntrolled in 
,•ffr·ct by the Minister as president, they can­
uot trust it sufficiently, and they have now 
t.lken steps to sPe that more men who an• 
<"ertain to work for the policy of the present 
Government arP put on to it. They evidently 
want to make doublY sure that thev know 
all that takes place on the Council, a"nd that 
it will ob~v the beh0•ts of the Government. 
Perhaps the,- wi!l not actuall-c endeavour to 
r1ominate it by forcing- the ·council to do 
t·hings; tbey may simply state that certain 
thing-s will he welcome to the Government, 
and the Council will agree without being 
forced to vote. In that way they are 
or:dcavouring to convert it into a bureaucracy 
in ordPr that they mav continue to use it to 
mislPad the farm<ws bv keeping a gre•tt 
number of them throughout the State still 
hoping that some good may come out of it. 

A gTeat amount of money has been spent 
in extending· relief in variou• ways, and a. 
great amount of monev has bePn spent in 
subsidising privftte companies. but none of 
this monev is yielding any return to the 
Govornment. It all practically amounts to 
a g-ift on the part of the Government. It is 
not fair treatment to the farmers and men 
living- in country towns to have extra taxa­
tion imposed on everything the farmer pro­
duces in order that the income d0rived can 
be used t.o maintain the Council of Agricul­
ture. If the Council of Agriou!ture is 

goinr- tn proYL' the bPnefit that n1an'7 
thonSaJJd-: !iviug· 1u the ronntry anticipate.d. 
thPn it will have to function absolutelv 
unfettered and free fron1 unv Covern111Pntal 
shncl~les. \Vhen one looks at the legislation 
setting up the Council of Agriculture and 
the h·:;islation during the past year or two 
in ronn0ction with land RPt.tlement, one can­
not holp being· shuck with the fact that tpe 
Governrnent Drf' attempting to organise 
along· linos that "ill ensure for thorn the 
absolut,, control of the farms and the 
ftvrtners. in the snn"?.o way -i!S th0\ organised 
:c:ong imlustricl linos wh<•n they mado a bid 
t·o s<>cure political control through their 
u;Jions. 

Se\·cral lH'L''.~iou.::. spl"'akcrs have referred to 
the fact that the prcsc'nt land legislation is 
arting dotrirrlPntully to thl-~ interests of 
those> who d('sirc to dispose of their fa·rms, 
and of thosP \Yho dpsiro to further laud 
"'ttlc•mrnt. It is quite a laudable thing for 
a farnPr ;vho o\>ns freehold land to bo able 
to purchase a grazing fann and \-York that 
in addition, especially if ho has made suffi­
cic>nt mone,- from the froehold land to 
enable him' to do so. It is a very good 
thing if the owner of freehold land is able 
to sell out, because in doing so he usually 
endea\ otE's to sell at a profit: and, if he is 
successfuL hP c:1n use his inr'rt·:_:"')C'd capital 
in taking U!,l further land there or further 
afield. 

~Iention has been mad,• of the fact that 
there arc ( z>rtaln obstaciPs in the 'vuv of a 
man holding frceho 1d land who dPsircs to 
give his boys a t>tart Thoro ar) a number 
of farmen on the land who dcsire that their 
;·o1n shall settle on tho 1 ·nd .ll c~ose 
proximity to them. A son may not be able 
to ob~n.jn. th~ llf'ces:;;ary n1oney from any 
financial 1nstttution to l'llable hirn to take 
'lP land; but the father mav bo able to 
nti"c th" mone:· on his land: or he may 
bano """d it. That man should be allowed 
tu bu~· a fartn on \Yhich to start h:s son, 
and he ~hould e\·on be al:owed to bu.-. 1, 

farm to start another ma.n on it. l'v those 
methods we shall be able to brinv· about 
mc;,•ascd sPttlcmcnt in country districts. 
As the Land Act is being ndministercTI at 
the present tmw, that particular :t·ct'' ue of 
ach~anccrnf:'nt is '1tu ltificd. The succes,-, of 
settl,•mcnt ancl dcvelopmc·nt in the country 
largclv d··pe!lds upon the administration of 
the dav. 

~1y particular gri~vance in reg-ard to the 
ra!lway admimstratwn to-day Is the fact 
that we have a system which only requires 
a few small _connecting links to complete 
and Improve It, and these conneding links 
would not entail the expenditure of a great 
dc!ll of mor,rey. If we look at the pre'ient 
ra1lway policy of the Government we find 
that there. is well over £500.000 of railway 
works whiCh were completed to a. certai'l 
stage, then discontinued, and which are idle 
at the present time. The State is getting 
abs_olutely n? . benefit from that money, 
wh1le deprematwn, amounting to well over 
£50,000 per anum, is going {)n. We have 
also to consider the interest on the money 
that has been expended. We therefore havn 
not only expended _£500,000 but have, a,s a 
result, to meet an mterest and depreciation 
bill of £75,000 per annum on that <:>xpendi­
ture. This money has been uselessly sunk on 
uncompleted railway works. If some of that 
money had not been squandered but had 
been nsed in linking up severa.i lines in 

Mr. Nott.] 
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Queensland-l?articularly the N anan~o-Yarra­
man Creek hne-a great deal of !mprove-
1118nt to the system would have been effected. 
An opportunity would thus . ha;-e be_en 
afforded to remove the congestwn on qmte 
a number of linos. While the Govern­
m<mt are either borrowing money or in­
creasing taxation and obtaining reYenue 
from a,ll possible sources we find they are 
doing nothing to improve the railways. If 
this work was carried out and some of these 
uncompleted ,,,arks proceeded with instead 
of some of the schemes, such as the Dawson 
Vallov scheme, rrreat benefit would result to 
Queetl6land gene~·ally. The farmers situated 
away from the c ntres of population would 
have increased facilities for forwarding their 
produce to Brisbane, a,nd the railways woul_d 
not be such a difficult svstem to work as tt 
is at the present time. · There is no need 
for me to speak on the condition of the 
rolling-stock and the permanent way, but 
•omething ,~::tOuld be done immediately ~o 
make use of some of the uncomplete,d ra!l­
wety works. 

Take, for instance, the Ipswich railway 
etation. A tremendous amount of money 
hac, been sunk there. The heflvy foundation 
work and a great amount of the cement work 
has been r'lmpleted, yet the old station is 
•till standing there. 'l'ravcllers have to use 
a refrcc,hment-room, and the kitchen 
attached to it would be a. disgrace to a 
dago's shop. ~\s the Government have spnnt 
£60,000 or £70.000 on the foundations I can­
not unde1·stand why they do not complete 
that station. People arrive at the station 
after riding eight or nine hours in the 
train, and, if they arc just a few minutes' 
la.te, the reheshment-room is closed and they 
cannot "'''t anything in the way of refresh­
ment. The Government should rectify that 
state of affairs. 

The hon. member for 1\Iirani rather an1uscd 
me with a strrt,em<•nt to the effect that he 
thought the Governrnent ,~honld do all in 
their power io redeem their character.• From 
what I can ~er\ of rccC'nt events, their charac­
ter is absolntnl,- past redemption. vVhcn 
one takPs into ,::;onsid<'ration the acts that 
have recently happened and goc'' hack in hts 
mind for onite a time, and when one looks 
at the• m,;nner in which the Government 
haYe endr"lvoured to conduct our various 
wldier settlement;, one cannot help feelw;:; 
ashamed of what has been done by the 
Gm·ernmPnt. Quite a lot has been said of 
R;.:crburrum, Coon1inya, and other t'O}dier 
~ettlcn1l'nts; nnil, when one looks at what 
lw~ happ('n('d at those centres, one cannot 
hr-lp b,•ing struck wtth (,he absolute ineffi­
cicnn· of the Government. For some reason 
or other-why, I cannot find out-the Go­
vernnwnt S<'Pnt to select absolutely the worst 
land they possibly can get on which to put 
these poor unfortunate soldiers. It would 
have br en a good thing had the Government 
years a go b0cn prepared to make their first 
loss their last loss and to give thcee men 
a chance before it \Yas too late. 

The Government cannot sa.v thev were not 
warned in regard to (,he quaiity of the land. 
'fhev were warn0d. \Vhat I do not forgive 
the Government for in regard to their soldier 
settlements is tht's : I can understand their 
not taking any warning from this side of 
the House, but they had quit.e a number of 
experts in their own departments, and they 
could have obta,ined the advice of those 
experts on the quality and possibilities of 
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the soil upon which the0· proposed to seUle 
our returned soldiers. Taking one soldier 
settlement that I know very well-the Coo­
minya settlement-! fourid on making 
inquiries-in fact, it was not until after I 
had made some sJ.atements in this House and 
had exhibited some photographs that action 
was taken-that the Government made water 
available to the farmers on that land by the 
sinking of at least three bores in different 
places. That water was available, but, 
because of the Jack of a pump. the unfortu­
nate wives of those soldier settlers had to, 
carry water 2 or 3 miles. 

Theo,c people were told first of all that 
probably they were going to make a fortune 
out of grapes, and after being on the area 
for some three or four years they came to· 
the conclusion that it was im'possiblc to do 
that. Then it was going to be oranges, and. 
,,,hen oranges became a little doubtful. it 
11 as going to be cotton. After experiment­
ing with these thnee crops, thcv decidc,c] that 
the land m:~ded ma.nnring. That was after 
the settlers had been on the land for four 
years. Had the Government bad an anah·sis 
made of that soil four Y';ars previous]" l 
venture to sa";~ that not one soldier would 
ha Ye setilod there. bee a use the description 
of the land bv the analvtic ,J chemist attached 
to the Depa;·tmPnt o( Agriculture was that 
it was the poorest soil that he had yet 
examined in Queensland, and that it wa:s 
in1 possible to grow ono con1ll1Cl'Ci a 1 crop 
on such land. It is shameful to U1ink that 
anv GovrrJFncnt would settle soldiers or 
an~ other cla '' of settler on land such as 
th~t and keep them on it for four vears 
when they might have got +hat advice before 
putting one man on the land. It is not a'< 
though there was no good soil available 
i11 Qucomland, because anyone who knows 
an ,thing et all of QuPensland knows that 
there are hundreds of thousands of acres of 
\"!'l'Y good soil that could have been secured 
at a pric0 no higher than that paid for that 
land. 

Seeing that the GO\·crnment are re,pon­
siblc for thesr, thinO(S it is quite right that 
the leader of the Opposition should object to 
~vou. l\Ir. Spea.kcr, k'1ving the chair, a<:. we 
desire an opportunity of ventilating some 
of the grievanc0s that we have against the 
GO\·ornment bcfor0 we allowed th,cm to spend 
furthN huge sums of money, ospeciall:c since 
they haYe proved during the last ton years 
in th(eir administration of State enterprises 
their absolutp incapacity to run anything. 
I am 11erfectly certain that the people of 
Queensland are waking- up to thic Jact and 
know ':hero \Ye are heading. The people 
of Queensland, by their vote at the last 
ekction, asked for this legislation, but wha,t 
we "'' now is "Thank God thev have had 
enough qf it." " 

Mr. ELPHI::\TSTONE (Oxley): I desire to 
take advantage o_f this opportunity to refer 
to two or three matters. One matter has 
ref0ronce to the State sawmills. Some few 
days ago I a.ddrcssed a series of questions 
to the Secretary for Public Lands, who has 
charge of that activity, and he was good 
enough to give me a number of replies, and 
the deductions from thbse replies are what 
I wish to refer to now. Those in business 
circles in Brisbane know quite w<'ll that 
t~ere _have been many criticisms and sugges­
twns !11 reference to the State sawmills and 
the conduct thereof. That institution, of 
course, has been subjected to many a,]terations 
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since it was founded, and many managers 
have had charge of its destinies. Of la.te 
it has been the~ subject of very severe corn~ 
ment bv the trado in Brisbane. The facts 
that wore gleaned from the quedions that 
I asked the Minister disclosed that for the 
year ending 30th June, 1924, which is the 
iast for 'vhich complete figures are ava.il~ 
able. there "·a;; a sum of £2,275 written off 
as bad debts for that particular year. 
Asking " fnrther question, as I did, as to 
what amonnt was still owing on 30th June, 
1925. for trading for the :·ear ended 30th 
June, 192-l, I was informed that there was 
a sum of £6.817 also unpaid. which clearly 
shows that for trading for the year ended 
30th June. 1924, there was approximately a. 
"urn of £10.000 on the books of t.he State 
sawmills dill unpaid, which is either actu~ 
ally written off as a bad debt, or, having 
been ov inr; for longer than twelve months, 
is thcrpfor<• practically a loss. That c!C'arly 
indicateJ thd the trading of the State saw­
mills for some time past has been of a 
verY qnc· tionable character; and what 
o;trikes me as calling for comment is that 
in an insti tdion of this nature, where the 
loc -:cs h~Ye to be made up by the taxpayers 
with whom the State sawmills are corn~ 
pPt in g. the verv least they can expect is 
fair, cl0rtn, and hon0st trading, \vhich does 
not ecpm to ha vc been the ca.se from the 
figures which have been disclosed by the 
answl'rs to the questions I asked. 

AnothN extraordinary point which was 
disdosPcl by my questions and the answers 
thordo waP thnt the Commi-,sioner in charge 
of the State sawmills sells timber at from 
2~ JH'r c-·nt. to 14:\ pN r<mt. less than the 
pri1:e fixed by the Commi~~ioner of Prices. 
\Yh,, is it necr":-sary to quote such a big 
rl'dnction on the figures of the Commissioner 
of PricPs when thC're is a loss on the voar's 
trading Df over £6,000? Surelv it is' very 
much rnor0 honest trading to stick to the 
prices fixed by the Commissioner of Prices 
ttnd trade at a profit, than to sell under 
rost and let th0 taxpayer boar the loss. 
rrha t SCClTIS to ll10 to bo an ordinary business 
a.xwm which Yery few people could criti~ 
cisc. 

Another point on which I questioned the 
Secretary for Public Lands was as to 
'dwth~t· special allowances Wl're given to 
tho3e tcnrlerers who included timber from 
the State sawmills in their tenders for 
workers' dwellings, and the answer which 
the Minister gave was "Yes; 12~ per cent." 
The inference was that all those tendcrers 
for work0rs' dwellings who included State 
sawmill timber in their quotations were 
allowed a 12~ per cent. reduction off the list. 
prices on that tim her. The onlv conclusion 
one could draw from that wo{dd be that 
a I! these tenderers would be able to quote a 
cheaper price in a tender where timber from 
the State sawmills was utilised: but the 
extra.ordinary point is that that ·is not the 
f'aso. for recent tendcrers for 'vorkers' 
dwellings charge a higher price where timber 
from Stat0 sawmills is utilised. Although 
those tenderers get that timber for 12& per 
cent. less than the price fixed by the Com­
missioner of Prices, they yet charge a higher 
price to the person who is having a workers' 
dwelling erected. That is a mDst extra~ 
ordinary position, and wha.t occasions it I 
am not able to explain; but the whole busi~ 
ness of the State sawmi!ls is such as to call 
for very careful scrutiny, and we can only 
anticipate and hope that the fact that the 

Minister has altered the control of the State 
sawmills and will have the opportunity of 
watching more carefully what is happening 
in t.hat connection. 

Another point I want to refer to is in 
reference to schools in Queensland. I do not 
think that enough attention is given to this 
most important question. There is not a dis­
trict in Queensland which is not crying out 
fot· more schools or larger rtccommodation in 
existing :od10ols. I sympathise deeply ~.vith 
the Minister who has to meet successive d,,pu~ 
tations which wait on him urging that atten~ 
tion should be gi' en to the3e very necessary 
matters. \V e pride ourselves en the freedom 

we enjoy and the intelligence of 
[4.30 p.m.] the people who arc born and hred 

amongst us; but if we stint them 
or ~.tarve then1 in this education service, in 
my judgment, \VC put a very s:evorc handicap 
on the younger generation. Yet that is un­
questionably done. I ·do not think that the 
electorates in and around Brisbatk have so 
much cause for complaint as have others, 
became in my judgment most unreasonable 
reqtH_'"lts are put forward, and arguments are 
frequently utilised in their behalf which no 
:VIinistcr could be expected to listen to; but 
I think that the starvation of the countrv 
·districts in regard tD educational facilitie" 
is a matter calling for closer attention, and I 
should. n.ot like to stand. bv and see these 
facilitic0 given to Brisbcmc 'and other :;-reat 
centres when there are district' which are 
starv·ed, and when children arc mttdc to go 
tremendous distances to get the small advan~ 
tagcs which are offered. That any hon. mem~ 
her should stand hv undp·; t.ho ,o conditions 
call~ for YPl'Y ~erio.tls cornp1aint. 1-'rGbably 
thov rdlect that no ''otu 2.l'·l' attachl'd to the 
erc~tion of fehoo1f'; ncTerthcle~:o. it is a very, 
Yery seriou', n1atic r, 1nd, ap Ht from party 
politics, e.1.ch on0 of us \Yant~ to see every 
child g.:t the ordinary opporhr<Jity to bccorno 
<'qnipp d to take part in tJw battle of life. 
That is not th.~ CCJ.:-,C at the present motncnt, 
and dw school YOlP should b' at kost double 
to do ju,tice to thP rl. pe1rtment and the 
future that lies in the clediuy c~· our Queens­
land people. I have ncYer heaai nor m.cself 
advanced, an argt1n~ent against an.v t', xation 
or impost occa::;:ioncd by th-'' neerr;,,.;}t,:. to givt~ 
education to our children, bccanSf'J in rrl.Y 
opinion, it i._, n:--ry rnuch abo{~ party politics. 
It i~ too s0rious a rnatt.f'r to bt~ dragged into 
tl10 rr0nn of party pnliti('<;, and that i:: whY 
I think that., ii grr .tter attention " given 
to this YOte, no one would cavil ut vVe 
ar:; :-tll jnh•rcstcd in cquippiug onr young 
people to deal with th~ir fL1tnre prohlcm. 

There is another matter io which I ant 
to refer. Police protPction rs heing very 
seriously starved. Students of the situation 
must appreciate tl!8 fact that an clement 
of Ia·wlcssness is crecpin~ lnto our midst 
'dtich needs nipping in the bud. In the 
rema,rks which I make I do not intend to 
rnakc any party capitaL lnii there is an 
c·h)mcnt of la.wleFfH1r~s '''hich it s~t'ms to n1c 
ought to be curtailPd so that our youths may 
have thPir energies directed into proper 
course,:. The lack of police protection is 
becorning quite a serious question in and 
around Brisbane, and probablv in other parts 
of Q.u cnsland, and just at p'resent colls for 
very· serious con1n1cnt. I know very 'vel! 
that the hands of the Commissioner arc very 
closely tied by the fact that, owinrr to the 
imposition of the 44-hour week, he ~has had 
to face an incrE>ased expenditure amounting 
to something like £30,000, which probably 
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in other circumstances he would have 
utilised in augmenting the force. That, 
unfortunately, has been blocked, because the 
expenditure now is so much that he cannot 
ask for any greater appropriation. K evertho­
less, an clement of lawlessness is evident 
which, if left unchecke.cl, will develop into 
wmething serious. 

The general tendency in Queensland is to 
lose all pride in work. All the old idea of 
dignity in work, all the impulse in people 
to apply themselves to their jobs and do their 
jobs well and improve thom:oelves in the 
meantime, !hat element is disappearing, and 
there is a, lack of concern, a lack of stability, 
which calls for a greater police protection, 
because if a man is not properly occupied, 
and if he does not follow his natural bent 
and expend his energies in co1nn1erce or 
production, they naturally lead him into les~ 
virtuous channeh:, .f'~,pecially wht n ho is 
young. 

I do suggest !hat the question of police 
protection is one that should claim the very 
earnest attention of the Government. 
ben us<' if it is allowed to drift, the task 
will be a diflicult one to ov,'rtake; but, if 
taken in time. and this luwl0ssncss is nipped 
in the bud, wo shall make good citizens of 
n1anv character~ who to~dav threaten to be 
otbei·wise. '" 

Mr. LOGAX (T,ork 11 r): I <k"ire to take 
adntntage of this opportunity to ventilate 
sornt' gricYar:!Cf's, more particularly con­
cerning 1ny O\Vn di:3trict. Quite rec8ntly I 
had occasion to dnt w th0 attention of ti1e 
Secretary for Railways to the fact that 
there was a shorta~c of trucks, not only in 
the LockyPr district bul throughout the 
rural districts of the State. Before the 
strike we did have sDmc little consideration. 
but I am sorry to say l hat yesterday and 
to-day thc same old diHicnlties have arisen. 
Last night a:, I boarded the train at Forest 
Hill I noticC'd quite a quautit,· of produce 
dumped on the ground in the i·ailway yard, 
with no trucks available, and apparently no 
sheets to covo?r the produce. I recognise 
th'1.t the Co1nmi~sionr~r and the general 
traffic manager lun·e done their best to cope 
with the situation; hut, unfortunately, up 
to date the Government have not seen fit 
to appropriate sufficient monev to build the 
rolling-stock neces,sary to cope with the 
increasing amount of produce. We fre­
quently sec GovNnment money being 
expended in <lirections that are not 
remunerath·e, and certainly not to the 
advantage of the primary producer, tho 
busineos man, or the community as a whole. 
This money is being wasted, and, unfortu­
nately, there is not a suflicient amount 
available to build the necessary rolling-stock 
to 'arry our goods over the lines to-day. 
The Government have entered into many 
State enterprises which have not been 
remunerative, and which could have been 
well carried out by private enterprise success­
fully. If the Government had not embarked 
on such enterprises, I venture to say that 
there would have been sufficient monev avail­
able for the construction of the rolling-stock 
necessary to carry our produce to market. 

Mr. W. CooPER interjected. 

Mr. LOGAN: I give the hon. member 
for Rosewood eredi.t for doing what he 
could to relieve the pressure in my elec­
torate and other electorates, but he is quite 
well aware of the fact that at Forest Hill 
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and other heavy fodder-producing cPntres 
we arc having considerable trouble in the 
direction I have indicated. The Government 
lwve failed in their duty in not having pro­
' idcd sufficient rolling-stock to meet the 
requirements of the State. I hope that now 
that one industrial trouble is past for at 
least a while the Government will end ea v·our 
to tnovidc the rolling-stock so urgently 
IHcdcd in important centres like Fmcst Hill 
awl other portions of the Sta h'. 

I also want to dr:tw attention to the fact 
that the Govennncnt have failed to provido 
the necessary railwuy lines in settl( d rural 
district• They hav·c embark~d on an 
exten:3ive progran1n1e of l'aJlway con~iruc­
tion in centres where at pre"ent there .Is no 
settlement. Thoee lines probabl5· may iead 
to settlcrnPnt, but at the sanw tin1e the: 
hav<' omitted to look after the intmcsts ol 
people already sctlled on the land +and in 
urgent need Df better con::.n1UHICU.tlOU tu 
1narkets. 

lvlr. \V. CoOPER: Does that apply to this 
Go\·ernmcnt on~: 't 

Mr. LOGAN: The hon. member for Rose­
wood knovvs quite well that what I am saying 
is correct. The Rosevale-Lanefield railway 
line vvas promised thirty~~ix years ag·o, and 
,,·as approved by !he present Government. 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: You are wrong there. 

Mr. LOGAN: It wa' appmvcd of hy the 
Labour Government. 

Mr. IV. CooPER: No, no! 

Mr. LOGAN: H was passed m the year 
1915. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: It was not. 
:i<Ir. LOGAN: I beg to differ vvith the hon. 

1nernber. 
Mr. W. COOPER: And I beg to differ with 

~-ou; it was not. 

Mr. LOGAN: The ex-Premier, Mr .. Theo­
clore, when attending a picnic. in that distnct 
at \Yarrill Creek when m Opposition, 
made the promise that, if the; Labour 
party were returned to power, the ]me would 
be constructed. I want to know how far the 
Government have honoured that. pledge. 
We have some of the most fertile land in 
Queensland in the Rosevale district.. The 
land at Mount Mort and Mount W alkcr 
is particularly fertile and heavy producing 
countrv. The farmers are 16 miles from 
Harris"ville and 20 miles from Lanefield. The 
line has been surveved and promised, and 
I understand that money has been placed on 
the Estimatc'l for its construction. although 
nothing has been done" By pwviding means 
of communicat.ion hv rail for those already 
settled in the country districts the Govern­
ment would be doing a greater service to 
the State and would make the present lines 
more payable than in undertaking the pro­
gramme they have embarked on in the 
Burnctt district. It is questionable whether 
a lot of the land in the Burnett district is 
going to be as prosperous and suitable for 
closer settlement. as the Government think. 
In my opinion the areas are being cut up 
too small. I believe a considerable area. of 
the Burnett would be more successfully 
settled if the areas had been three or four 
times larger. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Quite right. 

Mr. LOGAN' A considerable discussion 
has centred round soldi'er settlements. I 
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rr -c·nt.h asked a question regarding the 
Coominva soldier settlement. which has been 
a coloss"al failure. .Men were settled on land 
tbr,re that was almost melc·>s, and the 
rwo!'le living in th<> localit:· knew it was. 
To-dav, instead of that settlement bei'ng a 
prospCrous cornmunit,\, the house~ have been 
nmwvcd and sold at ridiculous price,. \\'hen 
it was intcndccl to transfer the '-oldiers from 
this settlement the mamtg·:>r '·as asked to 
er.dea vour to dispose of some of the houses 

the sPttlemont. Ho obtained offers as 
as £130. 

Ylr. CLAYTOK: Private offers'! 

:Y1r. LOGAN: Yes. 

=·lr. CLAYTOK: Shocking! 

:VIr. LOG AI\: An offer was subsequently 
c"ceivcd uf £80 each for eight other houses, 
but thov wero after\rurds adven.ised for sale 
it, the "nc\\spapPrs and said for £50 each. 
T'lH•s·, hotl C<"t over £200 to erect. 
Thcv ha,·c onlv been on the settlement a 
yoa: or two and should be in good order. 

The question of additional polic•: protec­
tion has boon n1ontioned, and reference has 
been made: to an elc1nont of lawlessness in 
va e ious parts, of the State. It was my 
pri ,-ilege in tlw recess to take a trip to the 
North. I h<td the opportunity then of seeing 
oonditions for myscif, and they certainly 
W•Jre an eye-opener to me. I certainly agree 
v. ith the hnn. member for Oxley that more 
[)Olice protection is highly desirable, especi­
ally in portions of the North. I visited a 
littie township called Giru, in tho electorate 
of the hon. member for Kennedv. There""'' 
four little stores in the town,- and each of 
them is, I am told, a sly grog ehop. A person 
can go along with his cart to any of those 
'')!'Os and secure beer in broad daylight. l 
v;ant to know how iar the liquor laws are 
being enforced, and why the Home Secretary 
Jocs not attend to his business. This matter 
1< '" brought under my notice, and the same 
thing- was going on at the refreshment-room, 
but the Government would not grant a license•. 
I understand that between the storekeeper-s 
and the man in charge of the refreshment· 
room in that centre a considerable amount of 
heN is disposed of. On one occasion ;~n 
inspector got wind that a consignment of 
beer had gone out there, but, when he went 
u.long, of course, he could find no ownec. 
'JFhere were fift)! or sixty men working in the 
ntstnct on telegraph and other work along 
the railway line, but the impector was unable 
to extract information as to who owned thE• 
beer, and, in the absence of an owner, the 
men naturally helped themselves. I am not 
inferring that the police are not <ioing their 
duty, hut the law is evaded to such an extent 
that the police in endeavouring to do their 
duty at such places have very little chance. 

I shall now refer to a complaint on belulf 
uf the Laidley General Hospital in connec­
tion with the lackadaisical wav in which 
aJfairs have been carried on by the Govern­
ment administering the financial affairs of 
the hospitals. Some three years ago the 
hospital comn:ittee obta~ned ~he right to run 
ctn art umo~ m connectiOn with the hospital, 
and they raised about £2,700. which amount 
has not yet been subsidised. They have 
heen agitating ever since they raised th:tt 
money to have nurses' quarters erected at the 
ho,;pital, but up to date have not been able to 
accomplish that. On numerous occasions on 
b~?half of the committee, I have offered to' use 
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the whole of our money necessary for the ere<J. 
tion of nurses' quarters, provjded that we 
haYe an assurance from the Hon1e Secretary 
or the S<cretarv for Public ·works that, when 
money is available- for the purpose of subsi­
dising such \York, the money expended by the 
committee would be forthcoming. Although 
that offor lu:: boon n1ach-' on manv occasions it 
\\as only ' ithin the la>t week ~r two, since 
'''' have had a new Secl'l~tary for Public 
Works, that I was able to get anything do­
finite at alL As soon as I put the matter 
bdorc tho pro;ont Minister the- hon. r;entle­
man did tho best he could for me, and we arc 
now able to go ahead with the work. Just 
imagine, under a Labour Governn1cnt profess­
ing to hayc the interec.ts of the workers at 
hoart boing unable to secure accorrunodation 
for nurse' at a genua! hospital! That stak 
of aflain has e'cistcd for years. The hospital 
Has ren1ovpd from it.: previous site, and sinc,J 
it., rernoval it is more convenient and has 
LPcorno v<~ry popular; consequen1:1y it 1s 
always full of patients, and the nurses have 
had t-o take anv rooms that were available 
after the patients had been dismissed. The 
hospital committee had this large sum of 
mon<'Y to their credit in the bank, but owing 
to the fact that the Government would not 
'll bsidiso any money for building purpOSllS 
they were unable to build quarters, and the 
nurses had to dig in wherever they possibly 
<·'luld. It is most regrettable when a Go­
;·erntucnt who claim to be the friends o£ the 
poop le, and who should also be the friends 
of the working nurses, fail to provide accom­
modation for those nurses. 

I >Yaui' now to refer to the inadequate 
accC\nlmodation proyidcd in our countPy 
schools in the matter of shelter sheds. 
Every country n1cmber can bacK rne up in 
ihis argument-that when ·,ve end<'aYour to 
rrct shclter sheds for the children attending 
thc countrv schools wc are told there is no 
money available for that purpose. 'l'he 
couJ.itry schools do not scorn to count very 
much with the Government. You must 
have a school with an attendance of 200 or 
300 children before you get any considera­
tion. I must say that I have been very 
"'ncccssful jn workinn; some of tho 1nembers 
of the GoYernment~ espc~ially those con­
nected with the Department of Public 
\\'orks, in getting new schools. My elec· 
torato is fairly well supplied so far as 
schools are concerned. The only ohjedion I 
have at tho present time is that we cannot 
g-et shelt. J' sheds. :Many of our :Country 
schc ,Jls arc taxed to their fullest npacity, and 
in some cases the tPachers obioct to the chil­
dren going on to the school veranda or into 
the school with thoi'l· lunches, as they drop 
crumbs on the floor. They send the children 
into the open, and tho"-e children should 
ha vc· · some shelter from the sun. I have 
Ill'YPr yet boon able to get one playshed 
built for the children attending schools in 
my electorate, without the committee has had 
to stand more than half the cost. The 
·works Department will perhaps provide the 
iron for roofing. 

So far as education generallv is con­
cerned, I just want to say that the depart­
ment should consider, oYen more than it 
docil, the needs o' the children in the 
countrv districts. Let us remember that 
many ·of those children are isolated from 
the bigger towns, and have to work harde~ 
thar, most o£ the children in the cities. In 
addition to their lessons, they ha ye to d,, 

JJ1r. Logan.] 
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n.rious jobs rrbout the farm, and they, as 
weli as tbe town children, ne·•d the best 
education we can po,>Sibl: give them. In 
the conntry, \Yherc the air is fresher~ there 
is 1 po~-.ibilit.:· of on1e of the country 
chilclrpn'ci -minds being rnorP fertile than is 
1 hc case ' ith t:w children in the city, and 
with a L-a cmable opportunity of getting 
education tia :'le courltl'\' rhildi'Cll will f'how 
thn city peo11:e what thry can do. In smnc 
of the srmdl<'l' ceuL·us in my district there 
arc childn'n V.'hn gi\'O prornisc that sonrc 
chty tlw:,· will LLko a very prominent posi. 
i ;011, 11crhaps in our. Legislature and in 
oth~'r lllStiiut1ons in the 8t:.tte. l hope the 
Go, ei·nnl('JJt will consider thei1· dain1s, and 
~::.jve tlH- P childl'en tho sarnc opportunities 
th::tt rh(; city ('hilJ.r,'ll ,!.·c gcttlng. There 
a. re tnu n:-.- ..,,•heals ln the rountr~,- district:3 
",, lH'l'L' one lPacher ha,_, C'011tro( of fortv 
oad chilchcn, and has no assistance whai­
l'\('T. It mc•an..; tha1 that tnuchcr has six or 
SL''.-ell das:<.P" to .lch,~\: after, and it is an utter 
imno~ lbilitv tr; f!iYe that attention to each 
c·:a~j thw~ r~ reqllirecl. _\s against that, in 
the city y0n hayc one teacher teaching one 
el a so of thirtv or forty children, which is 
nothing like tlw ta~k of the country tracher 
v.-ho has six or seven clas .. ~es to look after. I 
hope CYl'ry a ,s.istance will he given to these 
countrv cbildrcn. ,,o that they ce,n take 
tlwiL· ;·ightful place in the State. and will 
have an opportunity of climbing to the top 
of tLc ladder. 

I hope !hat the Yf'xed questions that I 
lwse ral~ed will l'~ccive consideration by 
the Government. 1 have not referred to 
1hr-n; in anv fault-finding spirit. I think 
nw·u\w, .. , of this House lu1yc a right to 
Y('IJ ti~.':.h~ thei. £tricYan( c"·. Thev have a 
right 1o poid -~ut where thin~~ can be 
n•r.Jcclied to the advantage of th~ public, 
and it lllll'f not be t::tken that. the-y do so in 
a \\Tong : 11irit. 

I c!eoirP to rder bo·id1} h the· founda. 
lion of fh0 raihnty Rtation at LaidJey. Sorne 
year'! ag0 f(:nndntirm wnrk was put. in 
there at a co't of £3.080. That seemed to be 
in 1 he good old days, and things still remain 
PS thPy Wf'r ~ then. TD.0 present station is 
now in a dihnichttcd condition. I would 
rvmind thP Ilott•e that the Laidlcv station 
bulldiu~r, i~ nn irnn F-trndure ,vflich \Yas 

brour;ht from ano1 her district where it had 
done sPrYice ~o111e ;;;:ixty yr-ars ago. and I 
uuderstand \va~ orj~_6nally hrought from 
England. I hope that the cor"truction 
of a new otation will be nroceedPd y, ith 
b:v the Gov< rnment. as it .is on!v fttting 
that a wwn like Laidlev should have b~ttcr 
railway station accomm~dation than there is 
at the present time. 

I wish to refer to the accident which took 
place at Helidon station some time ago, 
when a young man lost his life. 'fherc is 
heavy traffic contiHuou:3ly pas-;ing in and out 
of the station on rrccount of its being a 
re-freshment-room, and the platform is about 
18 inchb below the level of the floor of the 
carriage,. The platform should bp raised to 
the level of the floor of the railway carria"es 
to obviate any acoid0nts. I am not insin~a­
ting that the Railwa:v Department was 
rcsponsibie for the accident .-:hich occurred 
but it would be advisable to have the altera: 
tion made to obviate accidents in the future. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I wish to draw the 
attention of the House to the fact that on 
lOth August, 1922, the House passed a rcsolu-

[Mr. Logan. 

tion which the Government have not seen 
t}r to give an:· attention to. I think that it 
i, the dub' of the Governmeut to inform the 
House why they have neglected to carry out 
the instructions of Parliament. The resolu­
tion I refer to will be found in " Hansard " 
for 1922, page 5G6. The then hon. member 
for Drayton moved-

" rrhat, in order to increase the manu­
facture of our raw material into sah•­
ablc goods and enable industrious. 
workers to own shares in the me.-:tns of 
wealth production. it is the opinion of 
this Hou'e that the Co-operative Agri­
cultural l:'roduction Act of 1914 be 
extended to secondary industries." 

I seconded that motion, which was carried; 
consequently. 1 take jt that it was an instr?-c­
tion to the Government to take the que,twn 
into consideration. :'vlotions such as this, 
which oceup:· pprhaps a half-day in discus­
,ion i, thi< .\.sscmbly, shoulrl not be put 
into the waste-paper basket; but, appareutly, 
that is »hat haf' happPncd. The object of 
this 1notion vv.1s to encourage production and 
bring about the expansion of our secondary 
industries, then•b.v creating- a market for om• 
primary products and providing facilitiC's 
for the emplo--ment of the industrious men 
and women in the State who are now unem­
ploved. \Y c want to create opportunities 

' for work. instead of importing 
[5 p.m.] from the other St.Jtes of the Com-

monwealth and from overseas the 
articles which we use in our everyday life. 
When I "\Ve," I mean the individual 
members the Government. the individual. 
mcmb0rs of this Hou•e, and the individual 
ci< izens of the Statt'. \V e arc using article& 
"hich should be manufactured he• re by om· 
own people. hut which are being imported 
from outside the State. 

}fr. COLLINS: \\'hv do vou not condemn 
your own side in the Fede~·al Parliament? 

:\lr. FRY: Does the hon. member con­
sider it a fair t.hing to send to England for 
raihvay bridges-pieces of iron bolted to­
gether "'hie h c cm be made in any foundry 
in thr State? \Vhy does he ask me to con­
demn the Go,-ermnent in the Federal Parlia­
ment when I am speaking face to face with 
him. who supports a Government which hav<> 
done that? Is it not a fact that the Govern­
ment spnt a\vay ord0rs for three railway 
bridges which could have been made over 
in South Brisbane or in an~· plant in the 
State? That is the fitting answer to any: 
interjection from tho Government. or any 
othe~~ Governn1ent 'Yho acruse our party of 
sendmg orders out of Australia. I say that 
the principle involved is the same whether 
it be for a pound or a penny, £100 or 
£100.000. If the Government adopt a prin­
ciple and depart from it. they are to be con· 
demned just as much as any other Govern­
ment are to be condemned for doing the 
san1e thing. Because somo other Govern­
ment send orders out of Australia are we ro 
applaud the present Government for doing 
lih,wise: Can our engineering firms afford 
to turn orders away? They are waiting for 
orders, canvassing for orders ; yot. the Go­
vernment of this State who refer me to 
the Commonwealth Government are guilty 
of the very same act with which they charge 
other GoYernrnents. Then again, it occurs 
to my mind that this Government sent an 
order into the Southern States for railway 
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locon1otiYc!':l. but, bccau:-c the firm ronrf'l~ne,-1 
could 1101· cxeculc it, the order was !'lH'll 
to local firmf'. rrhc principle is the same. 
I hope to be fair to t.his GoYernment and 
everv othpr GovNnment, but, above all, to 
tho fJ•Jople I represed. 

Let us go into statistics. with regard to 
our n1anufnctul·es. I an1 going to quote n~nY 
stat.istic· which were quot,•d by the Promwr 
himself ~ornc 1 ime aao, that is, figures fro1n 
the •· Commonwealth Year Book." The 
PrcmiPr said that he quoted those figures 
which wited himself. [ urn not going to 
quote the figure' wh1ch suit myself. I am 
goino- ro quote the act.urrl fig·ures as they 
appc~r in the "Cornn1on,vealth Year Book,:' 
from which we find that Qtieensland 1s 
lagging far behind in manufacturing indus­
tries. It is running a very good last, or 
very near to it. Let us take the-

Kr-~IBER oF PEnso~s E:nPLOYED I"-' FACTORIES 
PER 10,000 OF THE MEAN POPcLATIO:>J. 

11909. 191±. ; 1H2:3. 

Victoria 772 8:3~ 9()0 
New South w,it~•, i:i7 -l (':!(j ~()1 
South Australia ();')() 611 ,;/fj 
Tasmaniv 503 450 -181 
'Vr"tern Austraiia 41')7 f>4:) 50~ 
Queensland 518 641 fl.SG 

These figures show the increase for nine­
year periods:-

·c-------,--------

Y' IN' ..:.'1118 years 1 1. 1ne Ytar~ 
t9 1914, ! to J 923, 

j Liurral ; Labour 
1 Administra~ ~~ Admini:-;tru-

------------'~~-~~-- ---~~~--
1 I 

Victoria . . . . I SO I 128 
New South Wales 1 ~>2 1 75 
soutll Australia .. 

1

' 45 , 6" 
Tasmania . . . . 53 I 31 
Western Australia 1 ~~ 1 

~ 7 
~uecnslall<l_ _I _*__"___ 

* Decrca&t 

Up to 1914 Queensland had shown the 
greatest advance. In 1915 this Government 
assumed the reins of office, and since they 
have been in control Queeensland is the 
onlv State that has shown a decrease 1in 
factory employment in proportion to the 
population. Since 1923. ther~ has been no 
improvement. On lookmg: round the State 
ono cannot notlce the act1nty m secondary 
industries that one should see. We see large 
buildings being erected in Queen street and 
elsewherP, and occupied by agents for manu­
facturing firms in Southern States. vVe find 
hon. members opposite referring to these 
buildings as a sign of prosperity ; but is 
it a sign of prosperity when people .mvest 
their monev in buildings to be occupwd by 
agents for" foreign or southern manufac­
turers? It is not a sign of prosperity, but 
shows a decline in our factory activity and 
an increase in factory acti vi tic~ in other 
States. When we moved the motwn in 1922 
to which I have referred, we had in mind 
the encourageme':'t and expansion of ~ur 
secondary industnes so ~hat. those _md!lstnes 
could hold their own w1th mdustnes m any 
other part of Australia. We wanted to be 
able to compete successfully on our local 
market; but at the present time we are _at 
the m'ercy of New South Wales and Vw-

toria in particular in connection with many 
11rticles in common use. As a result of such 
cil'CUinstances the ,prin1ary producf'r:::-the 
men who toil from early morning to late at 
night, day after day-have a limited market 
o,1 which to operate. whereas the Southern 
States have markets at their verv back 
door. Instea.d of having an increase" in fac­
ton- figuns, what do we find? We find on 
reference• to the statistics that the unemployed 
relief a,nmmtr'd to about £500 per day. 
\Vc also find tha.t thE> amount distributed in 
relief in 1914 was £4,092 That in itself 
indicates thoro •;, as employment for the 
people at that time. In 1922 ,_,.e find that 
the amount di'·tributed in relief was £177,019, 

hic.h spea.ks for itself and shows that the 
employment was not hero. If the employ­
ment "as ofiPring in Queensland, there 
would have been no nccessitv for distri­
bntinrc such an amount in roiicf. On 21st 
January last employment was offcrinrc for 
200 men to start operations on the South 
B,isLme-Kyogle railway, and no less than 
2.000 mr•n a.ppliod. 'What did that indicate? 
It meant that the men who went down to 
the Labour Bureau to reg-ister for employ­
ment on thrrt occasion were drawn from all 
walks in life. They were not all navvies. 
There were men in that number who could 
have been absorbed by our secondary indus­
tries if they had been in a flourishing con­
dition; but these men were reduced to such 
a condition that thC'y were prq1ared to take 
on pick and shovel work-the heavy work of 
navvying-in order to sustain their wives, 
families, and selves in food and clothing. 
That is the condition of athirs which t.he 
motlon in 1922 conght to relieve. \Ve 
dt sired then to create a position wherobv 
employment would be offering in Queens­
land for them. The im'provement wo antici­
pated then would take place has not shown 
it-elf. What ;s the position? The Unem­
ployed \Yorkers' Insurance Act, which we 
sLtpported, and which I am very pleased to 
·-cc l1as been of benefit to many people out 
of work, has had paid into it £363,108, out 
of which £337,120 has been disbursed in 
suBtcnance. 

The PREMIER ; I bog to move-
" That the question be now put." 

(Opposition interjections.) 

Mr. FRY; I object, Mr. Speaker, to such 
a motion being moved when I am dealing 
with the question of secondary industries, 
which is so important to Queensland. 

Question'---That the question be now put 
(Jfr. Gillies's motion)-put; and the Hous<il 
divided:-

AYES, 36. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Kinvan 
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Rf•sDh·ed in the affirmative. 

FINAKCIAL STATEMENT. 

CmnnTTEE OF SuPPLY. 
(Jir. Pollock, (Jrcgory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Ear·ham): The Financial Statement, the 
Estimate,, and the table~ rdating- to the 
TrrasurCr'~,; Financial Statcrnnnt ha\·ing heen 
cirf'ulated since 10 o'clock this moruing--

:Vlr. CoRSER: And published. 

The TREASURER: ~\nd published. I pro 
pose to follow the C':amplc d at least one 
Southern Parliament, and .'l.··k that they be 
taken as read and published in "Hansard." 

The CHAIRMA"i : Is it t]JO pleasure of 
the Committee that the Financial Statement 
be taken as read and published in 
"Hansard"? 

Mr. MOORE (A.nbiyny): T would like to 
say one word before that question is put. 

Read of Revenue. 

Commonwealth 
Taxation 
Land .. 
Mining 
Railways 
Other Receipts 

I 

.. l 
I 

REVENUE, 

Estimated. 

£ 
1,034,000 
3,769,000 
1,375,,000 

31,000 
6,434,000 
1,504,000 

I do not think it is courteous to hon. mem­
bers that the Financial Statement should be 
handed to the Press before it is gi vcn to 
this House. 

Tlw CHAIR MAC\: Order! There can be 
no debate on the question-" That the State­
ment be taken as read and puhlished in 
' Hansard.' " Is it the pleasure of the Com­
mittee that the Financial Statement b<' taken 
a- read and published in " Hansar<l " ? 

Gm-ER:orEXT 2\'lE)JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
{)pposrTTON cries of "No!" 

FIXAXCIAL STATBIE:<iT. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 

J\achrrm): Mr. Pollock.-In presenting this 
n1Y first Financial Staten1ent. it gives me 
m~c h pleasure to be able to say that the 
nrogrcs.· of this great State has been well 
inaintaincCL ~Iy 11rcdcccssor anticipated a 
surp]u.; of £>.350 for the _.;par just •ended, 
whPn''"' the rwtnal amount was £16,967. 

La.'H -,-(·Jr..::. 
follo'<'·'o :·_ 

Ize,-, ... llnt· 

ExpPnditnre 

Surpltr,; 

YE.\R 1924-1925. 
r-stimnt.rs and results ·were as 

EstimntPd .. 
£14,147.0CG 
£14,137,150 

£9,850 

Actual. 
£14,897,256 
£14,880,289 

£16,967 
.\dnmtoe;e >Yas takr>n of the g-reat buoyancy 

of the rCH'IllW to ''"' Hide the amount of 
£350,000 towards making- proYision for the 
a• ctmmlated deficit-,. and alw £60.000, the 
State's share of the losses on the guarantee 
in connection with the cotton crops of 1923 
and 1924 

Th<> followwr; tabks discl0se the increases 
and decreases of 1·eyenn""~ and expenditure afl 
ccmn n-ed ,., ith the Estimales laid before 
Pariiament. last year:-

19M-192G. 

Actual. Inerease. Decreasr-. 

£ £ £ 
1,034,93:1 933 
3,914,161 145,161 
1,436,484 1)1,484 

32,257 1,257 
7,052.310 618,310 

7.6.,889 1,427,111 
1---------------------------

Totals 14,147,000 14,897,256 f\27,145 I 76,889 
'-------,----------': -----~ ·y- ------ _ _; 

Increase £750,256 £750,256 

EXPENDIT1'RE, 1924-1925. 

-- Appropriation. I Expended. Saving. Excess. 

£ 
I 

£ I £ £ 
Schedules 610,746 

I 
603,523 7,223 .. 

Intereqt on th~ Pnbli~ ·Debt: : 4,219,913 4,246,533 .. 26,620 
Executive and Legislative .. 26,322 24,767 1,555 .. 
Premier and Chief Secretary .. 111,706 I 108,935 

! 
2,771 .. 

Rome Secretary .. .. 1,363,774 1,383,242 .. 
I 

19,468 
Public Works .. .. 233,565 I 248,255 .. 14,(190 
Jnsticc .. .. .. 157,237 158,4-22 .. 

I 
1,185 

Treasurer .. .. 374,371 726,298 .. 351,927 
Public Lands : : .. 284,555 I 270,971 13,58-! 

' 6.0.,145 Agriculture and Stock. .. 155,096 215,241 .. I 
Public Instruction .. .. 1,369,196 1,404,466 

.3 .• 926 I 35,270 
Mines .. .. .. 70,283 

I 
66,357 

26.2,893 Railway~ .. .. .. 5,160,386 5,423,279 .. 
I Totals .. .. 14,137,150 14,880,289 29,059 772,198 

'----------.r------ ''--------....-------
Net Excess .. £743,139 £743,139 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 
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The anticipated rcYenue from income tax 
"·as largely exceeded, and was £209,869 more 
than the collections of the previous year. 

Land revenue sho1.ved an increas':.: .Jf 
£61,48-1 01·er the estimate. 

The rajhl ay return~ \Ye re the outst.Inding 
feature of the year's rcvenuP, fhe rcc<:=>ipts 
being £618.310 in excess of the• Hudrret 
estimate. The net 'l'ewnue of £1.627,143 
_exceeded the 1923.1924 figures by £933,239. 
and rcprcsc•nts u return of almost £3 per 
cent. on the total capital invested. "' against 
£1 6s. 2d. last year. 

" Other rr<:eipts" 'vf're under the estin1ate 
b:· £77,000, the ~leficiPncy being mainly 
accounted for m mtcrcst from the public 
balance'. 

Tllrning to the expenditure. we find that 
tlw total of the estimate · v.as exceed eel 
lF· £743,000, but of this cxcc" £410,000 wao 
accounted for by expenditure which was not 
provided for in the Estimates. After allo\.'· 
1ng· for lhe lntt.cr sum, the excess expenditur2 
O\f'r and above ihe Budget estimate i< 
r<'dncNl to £333,000, and of this amount 
Interest on the public debt ancl mib:a·.• 
<'Xpcnclituro account for £289,000. Honou::· 
ahlP members wiJI, I. am sure, a.ppreciatc the 
ddnculty m eohmatmg the interest whi.J1 
will bP payable on loans to be raised dLuiw: 
!h~ hnan?ral } car for ,,--hi eh tho Trcasurr!r 
IS .mdg-ei lflg. as the rate of interest anc:l cl at.~ 
!he loa11 i~ issupd arc governing faetors. The 
1ncrcasc rn ihe railway expcncEtu::c ''"a~ 
bronl!ht about by the abnormal volume ol 
traffic handled (which is reflected in the 
t;cceipts) and repairing the hr:1vy flood 
(,arnfl.Q,'('~ 'lrhtch occurred during the c..u1Y 
n:onths of 1925. ·· · 

TRTTST FP::<;DS. 

. The fmancing Df the many Trust Accou1lts 
rs a matter of som~ magnitude, as the require~ 
n1ents nat~1rally Increase "\vith the grov;! h 
of .thf' busrnc•ss. although in son1o casC's th(' 
assistance required _is only temporary. The 
total expendihll'f' m 1924·1925 from these 
funds was £6.413,122 and tho receipts 
~6,320.066. leavmg a net deficiency in the 
Cash Account of about £93,000. In many of 
t,h,e .accounts .there was. an excess of receipt··4 
'''er expenditure, whilst others s'"owed a 
revcr,p position. The Central Sugar Mi!le. 
cxpe;;ded more than was received, and so did 
the '~otton AccouLt. Thc· .. e two Items show a 
total excess of ex))enditure of £243,900. Hov .. 
over, the excess IS only temporary, and will 
be adJusted v.hcn the proceeds Df the sugar 
and cotton are brought to account. 

Generally the Trust Funds are in a sound 
financial p_o~ition, the one exception being 
the. Stock Drseases Fund, and legislation will 
be mtroduced with a view of putting this on 
an improved basis. 

LOAN Fmm. 

. J?uring the financial year just ended pn· 
viswn had to be made f<Jr loans aggregatinrr 
£12,056,000, which fell due on the 1st January"' 
1st April, and 1st July, 1925. Of the totai 
sum, £11,728,800 was redeemable in London, 

,qnd a 'Conversion Loan \Yas issued at a price 
of £99 per cent., with interc:"·t at the rate of 
5 JlC'r cent. per annum, ihe loan being repay­
able on the 1st OC'i uber, 1960, with a Govern· 
rncnt option of redemption at any time afto~ 
1-•t October, 1940. This, like the pre• ious big 
C>nversion Loan. <vas an unqualified success, 
Cl nd wa~ referred to in very flattering terms 
by tlw London " Times" and other leading 
London papers. Cash applications amounted 
in £45.552,500. and the Conversion applic.I· 
tinns £7.950,000, making a total of c£53,502.500. 
This loan was originally raised in 1875·1882, 
and Illatured in 1915, 'Yh.l'll a Conversion Loa.n 
,.a;;, arnJnged by the Denhan1 GovelTdnPnt for 
a 1:t~riod o£ ten years. the loan again falling 
<he on tlv' 1st .. \pril. 1925. The net proceeds 
.,f rlw loan •York out at £96 7s. 9d. per cont., 
t: " illt<Te't onlv Oil the net proceeds being 
J::5 3'. 9cl., and the interest cost including 
redeniption £5 ::,. 4~d., the return to the 
irwc;tor if the lo.1n !Je redeemed at the lat0:· 
datP ],einR c.\;5 le. 2~d. Reprc3entations were 
n1ade to th ~ B·u1k of England for special con­
r_·r '·~ions in -;ts char~'J's for thi,;; issue, ..1nd the 
'Hulk ag_;:"('f'd to consid0rably reduce the rates 
for ru nagenlC>nt, cir., as set out jn the agrel~­
HlPnt bl'iw0m1 the bank and the Government, 
.:;u('h c Jw--,-ssions re-,ulting in a saving to the 
:-;rat• of £11,611. 

Of the maturing loans repayable in the 
Commnnw< :clth, nrrmely, £327,200, we re­
dcc•rned h, a cash payment £204,300. the 
~inking- Fnnd Trustees handed to the Trea­
surpr ·for cancellation £27,700, and the 
lmla1. e, £95.200, '"hich was held by the 
tru-.tt'f'~. TYill probably bP renewed at an 
i!1tere"t rate of 5~ per C,i~nt. 

La.~t --: lar the Anstralian Loan Council 
,, gl'<·cd thnt the Common" calth Government 
should be ihP central bDrrowing authority 
for ihe loan n•quirements in Australia of the 
CommomH'.tlth and all the States. We alsn 
agreed. in connnon with the other State-·", i:o 
;e~tri-ct '.Jltr ~)orrov.~ings overseas to an amount 
.;;;ufficient to nu>. . ..:t Dur oycrsr-:J, interc··,t and 
olh('r pLtvincnts. and any further atnounts 
for the n~clPinption of maturing loans. This 
ndioio oll thC' pa.rt of the ComrnonY<ealth and 
t1w Rtute;;, Hd"ttPria11v a~,,isterl towards reduc­
illp; h0avy exchange. ratC'i'. 1)ndcr the agre:;· 
ITit':tt thr: Cmnn1onwealth rais(~d a loan :!11 
.\u~tralia of £10A28,270 for the combined 
n 1uirenwnts of the Commonwealth and 
1'\tates. and of thts sum Queensland's share 
was £1,374.9GO. The loan was issued at an 
inten"·'t rat" of 6 )Wl' cent. and a price Df 
£98 10.~., repw a bl0 in 1930 or 1935, the 
effective rate Df interest working out at 
£6 10". 5d. for the shorter period >tnd £6 
6s. 8d. for the longer. 

Queensland mise<1 a lDan in London for 
new money of £4,000.000, at a rate of 5 per 
cent., with the m·ice of issue £97 10s., matur· 
ing in 1960, w.ith a Government option to 
redeem it any time after 1st October, 1940 
The loan was oversubscribed and closed a dav 
earlier ihan was originally intended, the 
amount offered being £5,751,500. The net 
proceeds of this loan realised £94 12s. 4!d. 
per cent., the interest only on the net proceeds 
working out at £5 5s. 8~d. and the interest 
cost, including redemption, £5 6s. 8~d. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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The transactions of the Loan Account fo>· last y<'ar are summarised in the following 
table:-

LOAN FUND. 

'Iran,nctions of Loan Fund for Yea·· 1924-1925. 

C.csh balance at 1st July, 1924 

Rc.:ceipt~~ during the yoar-
Repn_:vmenb::. h~' local authorities, etc. 
Itcce1pts und< r Land Sales Proceeds Act 

Proceeds of issues for conversion of loans rnatured-
5~ per cPnt. (London) .. 

Lf' 1,S disrounts and charge;::, 

5 per cent. (London) . . . . 
Les::. discounts and charges 

6 per cent. (local) 

£ £ 

12,703,734 
. • 330,099 
----- 12,373,635 

11,728,800 
423,725 

---- 11,305,075 
55,100 

£ 
2,672,325 

390,974 
],602 

Instalment stock bsucd to the Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
on account of matured holdings .. 

-----23,733,810 

Proceeds of new loan i",;_,ucs-
5 per crnt. (London) .. 

LeRs discount,, and charges 

6 per cent. (iocal) 
5! per cent. (local) 

Less charges 

6 per cent. (State's proportion of issue !Jy Commonwealth 
Government) . . . . 

4,000,000 
215,232 

585,571 
30,000 

595,571 
155 

1,374,980 

250,000 

3, 784,768 

595,416 

Less discount.s anU charges 32,101 
----- 1,342,879 

Loan from Commonwealth Bank of Australia under Clause 10 of 
the Commonwealth Bank Agreement Ratification and State 
Advames Act of 1920 on account of increase in Savings Bank 
depositors' valances . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cash deposits by insurance companies under the Insurunce Act 

Loa~1f~~~ Com·r~onw~~ltil G~vern;~ent on acc~{Jnt oi · E•)ldie~ 
settlement .. 

Expenditure during tile Year­
Expenditure as per Budget Table E2 
Amount paid to Sinkmg Fund in terms of agreement with the 

Conunonwealth Government on aczmunt of loans advanced 
for local authoritic< . . . . . . . . 

Refund of deposit under the Insurance Act of 1923 . . . . 
Redemption of debentures and inscribed stock issued under Govern-

---- 5,723,063 

11,419,000 
1,554,834 

11,728,800 

682,000 

49,950 

29,890 

£33,533,614 

4,081,741 

4,000 
5,000 

ment Loan Acts­
Loan Act of 1884 
Loan Act of 1889 
Loan Act of 1914 
Loan Act of 1918 56,500 

-----24,759,134 
----- 28,849,875 

4,683,739 
Add-

Amount of outstanding advance• on account of co-operative 
agricultural production transferred to Trust Funds-Agricul­
tural Bank .. 45,494 

4,729,233 
Deduct-

Capital expenditure, etc., transferred from Trust Funds on account 
of-

Chillagoe State smelters 
State enterprises 
State sawmills 

Cash balance at 30th Jnne, 1925 

STATE ENTERPRISES. 

Full information in respect to the financial 
position of the various enterpri:ses for the 
year just ended and the balance-sheets and 
report dealing with the operat.ions will be 
made available to honourable members at an 
early date. 

The committee appointed under the State 
Enterprises Act, after a careful and exhaus­
tive examination into the financial posit.i:on 
of each enterprise, determined and declared 
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281,822 
1,080,200 

8,192 
----- 1,370,214 

£3,359,019 

that the capital should be written down as 
follows:-

State stations 
State cannery 
Stat-e fish supply 

:B 
674,789 
89,959 
44,080 

£808,828 

These amounts have, therefore, been written 
off the loan indebtedness of the above enter­
prises in the books of the Treasury. 
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SAVINGS BANK. 

Under the transfer agreement the State 
a call upon 70 per cent .. of the increase 

depositors' accounts as a loan for a term 
of twenty-five years. \Ve have on all 
occasions taken advantage of this provision, 
and for the period 1st October, 1920, when 
the agreement became operative, to the 30th 
June last. the amount. made available to the 
State was £2,088.665 at an interest rate of 
4~ per cent. \Ye are also partners in the 
combined Savings Bank business of the Com­
tuJmvcalth Dank in Queensland, and share 
WJtwlly "·ith the bank any profit or loss. 
During the op···ration of the agreement we 
ha v·o rocoiv~d £29,472 net as our share of 
·the total proilts to .31st December, 1924, and 
I am conti<l<>nt tltat i·here will be a further 
amount paid to the Stat.e on account of the 
pm fits for the half-year Pnded 30th June, 
::.925. In addition to the call which the State 
has upon 70 per cent. of the increased 
deposits. ;vhich by the wav indude intArest 
·credit.Pd, we have the right to renew for a 
~urtlwr term of twenty-five years any matur­
mg· Que0nsland Govemment securities held 
by- the Savings Bank Branch of the Com­
monwe>alth Bank. During the financial year 
jmt ended debentures amounting to £250,000 

held by the bank, and which were or.igina!ly 
issued in June, 1885, fell due, and we exer­
cised our right of renewing them at 4~ per 
cont .. interest for a further period of twenty­
five years. 

SoLDIER SETTLEMENT. 

Up to the 30th June. 1925, the losses to 
the State on account of interest and principal 
written off wldier settlement account• 
togPthor wit.h the administrative costs 
amounted to £743,389, to which must be 
added £371.228, the interest paid to the 
Commonwealth in excess of that charged 
the soldier settlers. making· the gross cost to 
the State £1,114,617. If Y o deduct from this 
latter sum the intere·t rebate of 2~ per cent. 
allowed by the Commonwealth, amounting 
to £297,994. we get a nPt cost to the State to 
30th Jun0 last of £816,623. 

Tlw Commonwealth has submitted an 
agreement which provides inter alia for 
certain interest concessions and also for the 
"·riting off of £475,000 of the capital deb~ 
of the State on account of soldier settlement 
l~a.ns received from the C'ommonwealth. \Ve 
have notified the Prime Minister of our 
acceptance of the agreemPnt, and when 
finalised full particulars will be made avail­
able. 

ESTB!ATES, 1925-1926. 
REVENUE FUND. 

Receipts. 
::\Iy e~~timate of revenw" for the current financial year is as follows :-For t.hP purpose of comparison I 

ha\?e given the amou11ts rcceiYcd last year. 

Amount from Commom,·ealth .. 
Taxation 
Land revenue 
Cl!:ining receipts 
Railways 
Other receipts 

Total 

It will be seen that the total anticipated 
r"ceipts for 1925-1926 show an increase over 
1824-1925 of £712,744. 

Taxation is estimated to produce £4,030,000 
a' against £3.914.161 received last 'Cear-an 
increase of £115.839. of which inco,;,e tax is 
responsible for £90,000. 

From land revenue I expect to receive this 
year an additional £28,500. 

Railway revenue is estimated at £497,690 
more than was received in 1924-1925. The 
increase in freights and fares operated last 
year from a.bout the middle of August only 
and this fact, taken in conjunction with th~ 
additional returns .from the linking up of 

Schedules . . . . 
Interest on the public debt 
Executive and Legislative 
Premier and Chief Secretary 
Home Secretary .. 
Department of Public Works 
Department of Justice .. 
The Treasurer . . . . . . . . 
Department of Public Lands . . . . 
Department of Agriculture and Stock 
Department of Public Instruction 
Department of Mines . 
Department of Railways 

Total expenditure 

The total for 1925-1926 is an increase over 
the 1924-1925 figures of £718,322. 

Received. Estimated for 
1924-1925. 1925-1926. 

£ £ 
1,034,933 1,067,000 
3,914,161 4,030,000 
1,436,4R4 1,465 000 

32,257 33,000 
7,052,310 7,550,000 
1,427,111 1,465,000 

£14,'l97,256 £15,610,000 

the Town.•ville and Cairns railway systems, 
should insure that the eetimate abo>emen­
tioned will be realised. Further, the season 
for sugar and agricultural products promises 
very heavy traffic for the railways, and an 
improvement in the m·ovement of live stock 
is looked for. 

" Other receipts" are estimated to return 
about £38.000 more than last year, the 
greater portion of this being on account of 
interest from loans to local bodies. 

E.XJJenditure. 
The estimated expenditure for the current 

year and the actual for last year are given 
in the table which follows:-

Expended, 
1924-1925. 

£ 
603,523 

4,246,533 
24,767 

108,935 
1,383,242 

248,2;)5 
158,422 
726,298 
270,971 
215,241 

1,404,466 
66,357 

5,423,279 

£14,880,289 

Estimated for 
1925-1926. 

£ 
528,173 

4,617,830 
26,986 

144,585 
1,503,748 

275,686 
194,610 
386,919 
303,401 
176,185 

1,520,923 
82,092 

5,837,473 

£15,598,611 

Interest on the public debt accounts for 
an additional £371,000. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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The Chief Secretary's Department shows 
an excc's over last year of £35,000, which 
mcl~1des :?27,000 for expenditure on the 
radiO serVICE' The service will be revenue 
prod1~cing, and a~ £20.000 of the expendi­
ture '" for plant It will be non-recurring. 

The Home Department shows a large 
anticipated increase over last year of 
£120,500. which is accounted for bv the 
incrcaeHd provision for hospitals police and 
generally for increases under 'a wards' and 
the putting into operation of the 44-hour 
WePlL 

The Jlro,·ieion for the various services of 
the vr arks Department has boon increased 
over la.st year's expenditure to the extent of 
£27.000. the greater pori:ion of this increase 
bemg on acc.:mnt of additions and repairs 
to school and other buildings. 

The amount proposed for the ,J usticc 
Department shows an increase over last 
year's expenditure of £36,000, and of this 
amount £20,000 is to provide for the 
cxppnscs of the general election. 

The Treasury shows a decrease of £339 0!0 
over last year's disbursements but after 
allowing for the item of £350 000 set aside 
for the reduction of the ctccum~lated deficits 
~nd previoudy referred to, we get an 
me1·easo of £11,000, of which £10.000 is for 
new machiner:; for the printing office. 

'The Lands pcJmrtmc-Jt's Yotes arc £32,000 
mol'e than e.xpencled bet year about £10,000 
addi\ ioual being pro\'{ded for district 
officp', nud for<'stry, respectively, and £-4,000 
for Snn·py Office 

In AgrirultnrP and Stock t.hc vote is less 
b,- £39,000 than '"'as cxrwndcd last year, 
but as the latter included an item of 
£60.000 fo1· cotton loss"' there is an increase 
of £21,000 i_n the cG111pa•rable expenditure. 
flH\ :xcP~s 1s. 111andy acf'ountr:d for by an 
arlchnonal amount for the dO\·dopment of 
~grind~ ura:. horticultural, and d,,irying 
lll(lu-.:.tnL·~ .. 

Tlw total sum rcquirc•cl for Public Instruc­
tl.on exceed:-' the) f xnpndittu·c foJ~ the pre-
vious :;t•ar b.~.~ £1lu,0()0. Kew avvards fol~ 
tea.rhe1., and otht'·rs have materiallv 
iHcreascd fhe rcn1n1-'-erations of thes~ 
omcer•; und. furthr'r considcrahl0 addi­
ti_o::.-' hasp hPc•n rnade' to staffs. The pro­
YJSion for State schools has been increased 
b·. £73.000. s<'' dndan· education bv £9 000 
and technical cduca hon b} £15,000. ' ' 

Fo,· th :\tines Department a eum of 
£16.000 m cxc"ss of last year' .. disburse­
mr>nhi askr:·d . for, 1ho increase being 
accoun~ed for mamly under the yotcs in aiel 
of m1n1ng. 

In Railways there is an increase over last 
y~~r of £414.COO. This snm includes pro­
vision !or ihc~ 44-ho~lr ,,-,·0ck, and necessary 
cxrwnd!t.urc to handle the anticipated addi­
tHma i Yolume of business. 

Summari,cd, the r<_'su1t for the year 1925-
1926 upon the foregmng Estimates will be-

Total rcvonu0 
Total expenditure 

Surplus 

TRUST FU::i'DS. 

£ 
15.610,000 
15,598,611 

£11.389 

The· proposed exncnditure from these 
funds totals the large sum of £7 585.902 as 
compared . with £6.413.122 expe~ded last 
y~ar-an mcrease of £1,172.780. As pre­
vwmly mcntl~med, the Trust Accounts 
generally are m a sound position, and the 
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addjtional exlJrnditure is on account of 
increased acti~'itie;;; of the scrYiccs catcrrd 
for bY l"lH1 ;;:Q account:;;. F'or Agriculi ural 
Bank .. arlnnc",' £600.000 is allotted, as 
against £236.548 expended last )'Car. For 
;Jdva11ccs for <'·lnstrurtion of \VorkPr~} 
Dwellinp:s and \Yorkers' I-JomC's and pur­
chas" of lrrnd for same. £725.000 is being 
provided. compare,! with £Ll28.528 nxpendf'd 
last year. For CPntn1 J Sugar J\Till a J 

cxponditur~ of £1,600,000 is -anticipated, 
which is £77,CQO more than lnst vcar. Fer 
\he State Insurance Of!in £721.-i35 is 
videcl, as ag;cinst £655.719 expended 
year. T}-',0 I\1ain Roa(is Board ~~timat,{ 
expending £639.000 \hie :-oar, which JS 

about £232.000 more than la.;t vear. GcJ;C­
rally additional expenditure ·from Trust 
Ac,onnt~ 1ncans adciltionol receipts, w'hic.h 
are credited to the relative accounts. 

LOAN FuND. 

Th0 C:ommonwc~lth and States. ::\rn'" 
South \Vales '·XCPptcd. have agreed the• 
the Au•tralian Lo •n Council should con­
tinue to functjon cLuing the r'UlT01li" financial 
vear. The loan progmmrnc for 1925-1926 was 
rli~n,o::scd and a rnutual agreement arrived 
at in r0s;)(' t to \ustralian and London 
loar,_ an·angf'lnents. 

Queensland's loan programme for r his 
year ••ntails an PXJWnditure of ;±:;5.579.5[::"', 
which will be rais0d pm·th· in A us! ralia and 
pn rtly oYcrse~s. " 

Last year the expenditure totalled 
£4.081.741, which was about £300,000 less 
than the amount budgctr-d for. It will be 
seen t.ha t we propose expending this year 
£1.498.000 more than last year, of which 
ra.ilwavs will absorb £952.000. loa.ns to loc.:d 
author.ities £57,000, loans to Hospital Boards 
£89.000. land resumptions £236.000, land 
settlement £39.000. Jorostr;.· £23,000, irriga­
tion activities £143.000, and Main Roads 
Board £156.000. Some of the 6ervices show 
decreases. The amount allotted to railwa·:s 
for the :;·car-viz., £2.728.000-inclucfes 
£l,OOO,OOn for rolling-stock. the expenditure 
upon which lust c·ear ,,-as £631,000. 

The decision of the Government to 
increase the basic wag·c will involve an 
expenditure of approximately £240,000. 
\Yhen th0 amount has been definitely ascer­
tained, Supplementary Estimates will be 
introduced covering the appropriation, and 
I will then indicate how it is proposed to 
provide for the additional amount. It neccs­
sarilv follows that the Estimates presented to 
Parliament io-<Ja.v will need to be increased 
in consequence of the Government's deci­
sion. 

:Mr. Pollock, I move-
" That there be granted to His 

}IaieBty, for the service of the vear 1925-
1926, the sum of £300 to defray the 
balan· of the aide-de-camp to His Excel­
lenc:· the Governor." 

The TREASURER : Mr. Pollock, I beg to 
move-

" That you do now leave the chair, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again." 

Question stated. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I rise to a point 
of order. I draw :vour attention, Mr. Pal­
lock, to the fact that the motion-

" That £300 be granted for 'Aide-de­
camp to His Excellency the Governor"­

has not been put to the Committee. 
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The CHAIRMAN : The question is-
" That I do now leave the chair. 

report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again." 

0PPOSITIO>l cries of " No. no !" 
The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : YOU 

are cutting your political throats. 
Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR);\N reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5.22 p.m. 




