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Questions.

TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1925,

The Speaksr (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Cost oF MURGON-PROSTON AND WINDERA
BrANCH RAILWAYS.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango), without notice,

asked the Secretary for Railways—
“Has he the answer to my question
asked on 4th August last, relative to the
estimated and actual cost of the Murgon-

Proston and Windera Branch Rail-
ways?’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

‘“ Murgon-Proston:  Fstimated
£152,635; actual cost, £239,490.

“The increase over the estimate was
“due to wages and cost of rails and other
materials being considerably increased
after the estimate was framed and the
reconditioning of the line owing to sus-
pension of work. Estimate prepared in
1914 and line completed June, 1923.

‘“ Windera Branch: Estimated cost,
£55,082; actual cost, £117,000 (approxi-
mate).

“The increase over the estimate was
due to wages, cost of rails, and other
material being considerably increased
after the estimate was framed. Hsti-
mate prepared in 1914 and line completed
March, 1925.”

cost,
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AccIDENTS, BREAKDOWNS, AND DERAILMENTS
ON QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS, 1924.1925.
Mr. SIZER (Sandgate), without notice,

asked the Secretary for Railways—

““1. What is the total number of acci-
dents, breakdowns, and derailments on
the Queensland Railways from 30th
June, 1924, to 30th June, 1925?

“92 What was the total cost to the
State ?

“ 3 Will he appoint an independent
Commission of Hxperts, with a repre-
sentative of the general public thercon,
to thoroughly investigate the adequacy
of the rolling-stock, both in regards to
quantity and its state of repair, also the
condition of the pevmanent ways?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1. Accidents, 24; breakdowns, 20;
derailments {open lines), 31; (others
reported to Commissioner’s Office), 52.

“2 and 3. See answer given on 6th
ultimo.”

NUMBER AND REMUNERATION OF STATE
EMPLOYEES, 1924-25.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny), without notice,
asked the Premier—

“Js¢ he in a position to reply to the
following question asked by me on 25th
August, 1925:—

What is the total number of State
employees (all grades) and their aggre-
gate salaries and wages for the financial
vear ended 30th June, 1925—(a) Officers
employed in Public Departments, under
the control of the Public Service Coni-
missioner; (8) Department of Public
Works—ceonstruction and maintenance ;
{e} Prickly-pear Commission; (d) Min-
ing operations; (e} Irrigation Commis-
sioner (f) Main Roads Board; (g)
Central Sugar Mills; (2) State Enter-
prises; (i) Railway employees—open
lines; (7) Railway employees—construe-
tion; (k) others?”

The PREMIER (Hon.

Eucham) replied—

W. N. Gillies,

Total Number of Persons in Government Employment
at 30th June, 1925, and Total Annual Salaries
or Wages Paid.

Number; Amount of
of Salaries
_— Officers | or Wages
and Em-, per
ployees. ! annum.
. £
Officers cmployed in Public| 11,855 | 2,960,406
Departments (see Fifth
Annual Report of Public
Service Commissioner)
Department of Public Works 554 163,473
—Construction and Main-
tenance
Prickly-pear Land Commis- 81 25,243
sion
Mining operations .. .. | 1,081 311,946
Irrigation Commission .. 90 31,442
Main Roads Board .. . 362 34,437
Central Sugar Mills .. 11 5,010
State Enterprises .. 1,108 207,995
Railway Employees—
Revenue employees .. | 15,973 | 3,817,000
Loan employees (other| 2,399 551,300
than Construction)
Construction employees . . 1,497 395,000
Total .| 85,011 ;£8,503,252
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PAPERS. -
The following papers were laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Marine Department for the
year ended 30th June, 1925.

Report by Government Analyst and Chief
Inspector of Hxplosives for the year
ended 30th June, 1925.

Report of the Department of Public
Wgsrks for the year ended 30th June,
1925.

PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA-
TION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): 1 beg to
move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”
Question put and passed.

PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to
move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

ACTR

" Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbanr) I beg to
move—
“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passea.

TRUST ACCOUNTS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) I beg to move—

“ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passed.

(Hon. .

TREASURER’'S FINANCIAL TABLES.
The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillles,
FEacham) presented the tables relating to

his Financial Statement for the vear 1925-
1926.

Ordered to be printed.

ESTIMATERS-IN-CHIEF, 1925-1926.

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of
a message from His Excellency the Gover-
nor, forwarding the Hstimates of Probable
Ways and Means and BExpenditure for the
year ending 30th June, 1926,

Ordered to be printed, and referred to
Committee of Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

SUPPLY.
OreniNG OF COMAMIPTEE.
The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Eacham): Mr. Speaker, I beg f¢ move—
“ That you do now leave the chair.’
Mr. MOORE (dubigny) (who was received
with Opposition cheers) said: Before you
leave the chair, Mr, Speaker, we have a
few grievances that we want ventilated.
The TREASURER: You are all griev-
ances over there.

Mr. MaxwerL: We have grievances that
we want to ventilate.

Mr. Kixg: The Government had their
grievances last week.
Mr. BeprorD: The real grievance of

hon. members opposite is that they cannot
get over here,

Mr, MOORE : There is one very vital and
important fact that I would like to get
gom#» information upon from the Treasurer.
In & newspaper the day before yesterday
there appeared this statement—

“The New South Wales Ministry has
decided %o test the validity of the
deportation sections of the Federal
Immigration Act as from a con-
stitutional aspect. It is understood
that it is the intention to test the
matter in the law courts. Telegrams
were despatched by the Premier (Mr.
Lang) to the various State Ministries
asking whether they would be willing
to join in the proposal. The Premier
of Queensland (Mr. Gillies) replied by
telegram that his Ministry would be
agreeable to join in with the idea, but
the Victorian Ministry replied that it
would not be a party. The other Minis-
tries have not yet replied.”

Mr. CouLixs: They deported Irishmen to
Jamaica in the old days, but that did not
do any good.

 Mr. MaxwenL: What about the deporta-
tions from Darwin by the Labour party?

Mr. MOORE: In a newspaper of yester-
day this statement is to be found—

“ The , Premier of New South Wales
(Mr. Lang) a few days ago addressed
the following telegram to the Premiers
of the other States:—Will you col-
laborate in proceedings to test the consti-
tionalitv of the Deportation Act recently
passed by the Federal Parliament? I
can instruct counsel to appear for all
the State Governments co-operating.’

“The Premier of Queensland (Mr.
Gillies) replied: < We will co-operate
with you as requested.

“ The Premier of South Australia (Mr.
Gunn) intimated that his Government
was prepared to co-operate in the pro-
ceedings suggested.

¢ The reply of the Tasmanian Premier
(Mr. Lyons) was: ‘Regret we have no
funds upon which we can draw to meet
expense in regard to the proposal. We
are prepared, however, to assist in other
directions.’

“Mr. Collier (Premier of Western
Australia replied as follows: ‘We con-
sider that testing the validity of the
Commonwealth Act should be limited to
statutes affecting State Interests, and
that responsibility for testing the Depor-
tation Act devolves upon those directly
affected.’
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* The Premier of Victoria (Mr. Allen)
replicd: *We sce no reason from the
State point of view why Victoria should
test the constitutionality of the Deporta-
tion Act. We do not intend in any
way to assist in the defence of Mr.
Walsh.” ”

The point I want to get at is this: What
right has the Treasurer of Queensland to
spend public funds in fighting the Commeon-
wealth Government over an Act of Parlia-
ment passed by that Covernment?

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
right.

Mr. MOORE: That has nothing whatever
to do with this State. The Act was brought
in for the good government of the Common-
wealth of Australia. What earthly right has
the Treasurer of this State illegally to use
public funds to fight the Commonwealth?
The whole thing is done, not for the advan-
tage of Queensland but for political purposes,
to try and damage the Co nmonwealth anti-
Socialist forces in the forthcoming election.
Why should the people of this State be
taxed to provide funds for humbug of this
sort? I chall refer to a few remarks by
Dr. Earle Page on this question which appear
in to-day’s paper:—

He has every

“ It could not be that Mr. Lang was
desirous c¢f upholding the Australian
@ principle of arbitration, which had done
so much to build up the trade union
Y movement in Australia, and secure justice
for the worker, because the men on
trial repeatedly said they had no time
for the Arbitration Court, and actually
allowed their own union to be removed
from the jurisdiction of the Arbitration
Court. It could not be that Mr. Lang
desired that the goods held up should
be carried by boats whose crews. were
higher paid, because French, Dutch,
German, and Norwegian boats, which
were all paying lower wages than British
boats, were unaffected. It could not be
Mr. Lang’s intention to help British
shipping in its present difficulties, because
the effect of his action was simply to
give foreign shipping the freight British
shipping would otherwise be carrying;
nor could Mr. Laug’s action be taken
to assist the Australian producer, because
his produce was deteriorating and becom-
ing destroyed solely because it could not
be shipped.”

Those are very pertinent remarks. Dr
Tarle Page is the Federal Treasurer, and
the Federal Government have taken the
responsibility for the good government of
Australia and the carrying on of its indus-
try, and they think it justifiable and neces-
sary to pass such an Act. I fail o see the
slightest justifeation for the public funds
of Quecnsland being used in an endeavour—
not to assist in the good government of
Australia. but to put up a fight merely for
political purposes. I have the very strongest
condemnation to offer to that. I do not
know whether the Auditor-General will allow
public monev to be expended in such a
manner. The Government of Tasmania
recognise that they have no funds upon
which they can draw for the purpose of
attacking the good government of the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

Mr, Courins: Do you believe in protecting
the rights of the citizens of Quecnsland?

1925—2 ¢
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Mr. MOORE : I believe in protecting the
rights of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Corser: Hon, members opposite did
not protect the rights and couforts of the
people of Queensland last week.

Mr. MOORE: Surely it is the height of
sarcasm for any member opposite to talk
about protecling the rights of the citizens
of Queensland.

The ArtorNEY-GENERAL: You advocate the
abolition of trial by jury.

Mr. MOORE: I do not. I am advocating
that the Queensland Government have no
right to expend public funds on attacking
the Commonwealth Government. Our Com-
monwealth representatives are elected by the
people, and they are co npetent to deal with
the good government of the Commonwealth.
It is not right that the Queensland Govern-
ment should step in and waste public funds
on this matter. :

Mr. Porrock: They are spending money
to protect the rights conferred by Magna
Charta.

Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. member for

Gregory assist the Queensland Government
to protect the rights of the people of this
State last week? ’

Mr. MaxweLL: That’s a beauty.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for
Gregory is so keen on protecting the rights
conferred by Magna Charta, but what about
his attitude last week? The whole thing is
absolute humhug, and I strongly object to
funds raised in Queenslend from our tax-
payers being used for such purposes.

Another point to which I wish to draw
attention is the ridiculous way in which
questions are answered in this House by
so-called responsible Ministers.

Mr. Beprorp : The trouble is the ridiculous
way in which they are asked.

Mr. MOORE: The answers to questions
should at least be true. I object to mis-

‘leading reports being given. On 18th August,

pursuant to notice, the hon. member for
Burnett, for the hon. member for Mirani,
asked the Secretary for Railways:—

‘1. Is he making any effort to ascer-
tain who it was on Friday night (30th
July) or early on Saturday morning
(31st July) last, apparently in order to
prevent H.M.A.S. ‘ Biloela’ from com-
pleting her coaling, tipped about 9 tons
of coal on the Gladstone Jetty branch
line?

“2. If s0, and he is successful in estab-
lishing grounds for a prosccution, is it
his intention, with a view of preventing
similar obstructions in the future, to
prosecute ?”’

The Minister’s answers were:—

“1. and 2. Careful inquiries were
made, but unfortunately the culprits were
not discovered. I may say that the
Police report attaches no suspicion to
railway employees or to waterside
workers.”

Then the hon. member for Wide Bay asked
the Secretary for Railways—

“1.Js it a fact, as reportnd in the
‘Daily Standard’ of 2Zlst Julv. {hat
employees of the Queensland Railway
Department refused to haul coal intended
for the naval supply ship ¢ Biloela’ ab

Mr. Moore.}
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Gladstone a few days ago, such coal
having been declared *black’ by the

Waterside Workers’” and Seamen’s
Unions ?
“2 Is he aware that in industrial

circles this incident is regarded as the
baptismal ceremony of the ¢ Queensland
Transport Workers’ Urion’—a depart-
ment of the ¢ One Big Union’?

“3. What action has he taken in the
matter ?

“4. Does he regard such alliances of
these public employees with the unions
mentioned as being In the interests of
the primary produccrs, other producers,
and the general public?”

The answer 1 to 4 was—
“About 1,100 tons of coal were loaded.
The strike is now settled.””

Now we come to the ‘‘ Railway Advocate”
of 10th August. In that issue there is a
paragraph headed “ ‘Biloela’ Declared
Black,” and reading—

“ The naval supply ship ‘ Biloela’ at
(Gladstone was recently declared ¢ black ’
by the Seamen’s Unien, owing to the
seamen having been displaced by naval
ratings.

“ Following on the rcfusal of the
watersiders to load her with coal the
naval men took on the job. Railway men
at Gladstone were then called upon to
assist, and did so by refusing to haul
the coal to the jetty.

“A number of loaded trucks, however,
which were put on the jotty line out of
the yard were hauled to the ship’s side
by a private-owned motor-car, and were
being loaded, when the electric crane-
driver was called out.

‘“ The next step was an attempt by the
naval ratings to man the electric crane
and so continue loading. However, under
threat of plunging the town of Glad-
stone in darkness by cutting off the
electric light supply, the local manager
of the Electric Light Company took steps
that prevented the crane being used.

* Eventually the ship left without the
suppiy of coal she required.

““ The workers of (GGladstone are worthy
of congratulation for their splendid dis-
play of solidarity; also those in other
centres who assisted in ihe scrap.”

Fancy in a State like Queensland people
who are paid by the community congratu-
lating men who hold up naval supplies, hold
up a vessel belonging to the pecple of the
Commonwealth, and endeavour to prevent it
doing efficient work merely on account of a
local dispute! When a question was asked
of the Minister in regard to the matter, he
said—

¢ Inquiries are being made. No delay

attaches to the Railway Department.”

Then we find the “ Railway Advocate’” com-
ing out and congratulating the railway men
for their solidarity in holding up the coal
supplies. Surely things are getting into a
sorry state of affairs when that sort of thing
is allowed !

Mr. Farrern: What was the reason for it?
Mt. MOORE: In no other part of the
world would you find a naval ship owned by

the people held up because of a private dis-
pute. This naval boat belongs to Australia.

[Mr. Moore.
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It does not belong to any outside shipping
arganisation. It is endeavouring to carry
ocut the work of the people ol Australia; yet
a small section of the people think it right
{o hold it up because there is a small ship-
ping dispute.

Mr. FarreLL : They should have played the
game.

Mr. MOORE: It is not for the hon.
member to criticise whether the Common-
wealth Government played the game or not.
The Commonwealth Government were put in
power by the people cf Australia, and they
have the right to govern, and I hop: they
will govern. Unfortunately we have a
Government in power in Queensland who are
prepared to hamper the Commonwealth
Government in carrying out necessary duties,
and a Government prepared to congratulate
the men on the steps they took. It is a
most extraordinary position.

A GovernmeEsT MEmsER: The sailing of a
commercial ship was more Important.

Mr. MOORE: The work of a naval ship
of Australia is of more importance than any-
thing in the country. (Interruption.)

The SPEAKER : Order! Crder!
Mr. Corscr: Extremists and Bolshevists !
The SPEAKER : Order!

A GovERNMENT MEMBER: You would have
had the navy in control of the railways if
you had had your way.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is pro-
phesying about something of which he knows
nothing. The Commonwealth Government
should be in a position to carry out their
business without any interference by the
State Government. It should be the duty of
every State Government of Australia to
help the Commonwealth Government to carry
out what they think is best in the interests
of the good government of this country.

Another very serious matter that I want
to refer to is in connection with the adminis-
tration of the Lands Department. We had
an amending measure brought in in 1924,
which is having a most serious effcct on the
settlement of this State. There is no question
that settlement is being hung up, financial
arrangements are hamperced, and all sorts of
difficulties are being placed in the way of
genuine settlers. Whether the department is
doing it without the sanction of the Minister
or not, I do not know; but I am of opinion
that a department of the State should be
there for the purpose of assisting the people
in every way to carry out what they consider
are their own best interests. If a man wanis
to take up a block of land, the department
should assist him in every way and not place
obstacles in his way, by which he is delayed
for weeks and weeks before he can get on to
a block. We also want to sce finance avail-
able for efficiently stocking up and carrying
out improvements so that the development of
the State can be going on. I am not question-
ing the legality of the decision which was come
to the other day; all that I am pointing out
is that the country is making a great mistake
and jeopardising the (inancial position.

I refer to selection No. 92, in the Boulia
district. I am not questioning the decision—
I know that the authorities are acting within
their legal rights—but I question the wisdom
of the department in instituting the pro-
ceedings and thercby frightening financial
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institutions, so that it is going to make it
exceedingly difficult for anybody who takes
up land to secure financial assistance in
stocking up their property.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLic Lanps: I am
going to legislate this session to protect
financial institutigns dealing in a bona fide
way.

Mr. MOORE: I am glad to hear that,
because at the present time we are geiting
into a position in which financial institutions
are not prepared to lend money for stockini-
up purposes. When private individuals are
not prepared to lend money to assist settle-
ment in the development of the State because
they feel insecure, the position is not what
it should be.

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLic LanDs: That is
because some of them have done something
that Is not legal.

Mr. MOORE: I do not object to the legal
point of view, because T think that is perfectly
right, but to the action which the department
has taken in bringing this situation about.
This appeal case was heard before Mr.
Shannon in the Land Court. The report
states—

““ The subject selection comprises about
21,820 acres in the Boulia district. . . . Tt
was applied for on the 18th October, 1921,
by the appellant. who was the only appli-
cant. License to occupy issued on 13th
August, 1923, and personal residence
became compulsory six months after that
date, or on 13th February, 1924. The
lease issued in November. 1923, and in the
following month, was, with the Minister’s
consent, mortgaged to the Bank of New
South Wales to sccure the repayment of
the sum of £1.000. In consequence of
default in the payment of moneys secured
by the mortgage the mortgagee bank
entered into possession on 31st October,
1924. giving notice of such entrr to the
Minister on 27th November following.

“By notice dated 15th December, 1924,
and published in the ¢ Government
Gazette’ of the 20th December, and in a
local newspaper, the mortgagees, in pur-
suance of the provisions of section 159 of
the Land Act of 1910, notified their
intention to sell the holding at the expira-
tion of thirty days from the date of
publication.

“On 17th December, 1924, the Lands
Department notified the mortgagees that
the selector had been cited to show cause
whv the selection should not be declared
forfeited for non-residence.

“On 18th December, 1924, the bank
replied. mentioning the intended sale, and
asking whether it was desired that the
bank should abstain from action to realise
its security.

““The department replied on 2nd
January, 1925, asking the bank to abstain
from action towards selling the selection
until the matter of the citation of the
lessee had been completed.”

[11 a.m.]

“On 20th December. 1924, the Land
Commissioner called upon the lessee to
appear at the Commissioner’s Court at
Boulia on 13th March, 1925, and show
cause why the selection should not be
declared forfeited on the ground that
there had been a failure by him to per-
form the condition of personal residence.

{3 CrrrEMBER.]
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A copy of the notice to the lessee was
sent to the Manager of the Winton
branch of the Bank of New South
Wales.

“The Commissioner’s decision was™~in
the following terms:—

‘It has been proved to my satisfac-
tion that the condition of personal
residence has not been performed by
the selector in accordance with the
provisions of the Land Act.’”

Consequently it was forfeited, but the part
which seems so extraordinary to me is this—

““Mr. Cusack, who appeared for the
appellant, stated that his real clients-
were the mortgagees. He contended that
the Crown was estopped from proceeding
further in the direction of forfeiture by
reason of the fact that ro action was
taken by the Minister in regard to
failure to perforin the condition of per-
sonal residence until after the lessee had
been dispossessed and the mortgagees had
entered 1nto possession. He claimed that
after the Bank took pcssession it was
not open to the Minister to initiate pro-
ceedings for an antecedent breach of the
condition of personal residence.”

I can quite see that the Crown had the power
and that it was perhaps perfectly legal,
but what I doubt is the wisdom of the Crown
doing that sort of thing.

The SecrReTARY For Proric Lasps: We
cannot allow a man who deliberately and
openly flouts the law to make a profit out
of the transaction, and that is what this
man is going to do.

Mr. MOORE : I do not know whether the
man is going to do it or not. Perhaps in
this case the bank may be protected by the
amount of improvements on the property.
provided the Crown does not absorb too
much of them for what is coming to the
Crown. This is creating a verv scared feel-
ing amongst the ‘financial institntions as to
what rights they really have. If, after fore-
closure, they arc going to have the Crown
taking action against a former tenant for a
breach antecedent to the time when the bank
took possession, then they lose the ordinary
protection of a mortgagee.

The SecreTary ror PupLic Lanps: The
Department had not any krowledge ante-
cedent to the bank’s action. Tt w-s only as
a result of the bank’s action that the Depart-
ment became aware of the non-fulfilment of
the conditions.

Mr. MOORE:
case.

The SecrETARY ¥OR PusLic Laxps: 1 recog-
nise that there is a lot in what you say, and

am going to legislate so that those people
who boné fide take ordinary precautions will
return their security on the selection.

Mr., MOORE: We recognise, as I think
the Minister does, that the success of land
settlement depends to a large extent on the
financing of people who wish to take up land
but who have no money.

The SrcrETARY FOR PrBitc Laxps: On their
being able to get money.

Mr. MOORE : On being able to get money,
so that their property will be stocked; and,
if cases like the one I have just quoted unfor-
tunately crop up, it naturally creates fear
amongst financial institutions to lend money

Mr. Moore.]

That may be so in this
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if they fecl that the security is not what they
.otherwise thought it would be.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC LanDs: We will
protect the improvements and carry on the
burden, so that they will be secured.

Mr. MOORE: I am very pleased to hear
the Minister say that, because the situation
is becoming very grave.

There is just one other point regarding the
TLands Acts to which I wish to refer. A
new regulation, No. 73, was issued by the
‘Minister, I think on 11th July last—just after
the last amending Bill received assent. 'The
regulation refers to the transfer of selections,
Where a man has a selection he has to get
the permission of the Minister before a
transfer can be registered. So far as I
can see, in the old regulations everything
was provided for. He was asked whether
he held any leaschold land-—that is, whether
he had any pastoral property—but the new
regulation goes still further and asks whether
he holds any frechold land. I really ean-
not see what the fact that a man who is
purchasi g an agricultural farm has already
freehold land has got to do with the question.

The SecreTaRY rOR PuBLIC LanDs: It deals
with agricultural land.

Mr. MOORE: We know dozens of cases
where meun are on small agricultural areas
sufficiently large to enable them to live on
i1t and make a bare living, but it must be
remembered that they have families growing
up. It is very hard on them when they have
to split up their capital so as to start a boy
or two boys on another block of land. It is
their desire to obtain another piece of land
to be worked by the whole family in con-
junction with one another, but the Minister
n taking the matter into consideration points
out that the parent has a sufficient freehold
area to enable him to make a living, and will
not allow the family to take up the extra
block. .

The SecreErsry For PusrLic Lanxps: Those
cases will be considered on their merits.
The hon. member knows that there are
persons holding freehold blocks let out on
ihe share-farm system, and they are acquir-
ing all the neighbouring blocks and aggre-
gatirg them into big areas of frst-class
agricultural land. Ys that a good thing?

Mr. MOORE: There may be such cases.
Possibly the Act can counterbalance any
harm that is being done.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIc Lanps: We have
not refused any reasonable transfer.

Mr. MOORE: I know of a case which
occurred in the electorate of the hon. member
for Nanango where a man desired to sel!
a portion of his holding so that a hundred
acres of land could be cleared, but the Crown
held the matter up for weeks and weeks and
then refused to allow the transfer.

The Sccretary ror Pusric Laxps: He
desired to sell a portion of a freehold?

Mr. MOORE; No, not freehold; it was
an agricultural farm.

The SerrETARY FOR Pusnic Laxps: It must
be frechold.
. Mr. MOORE: The Government are only
imposing harassing conditions on people
whom we want to encourage. The whole
object cf the land policy of the Government
should be to make it easy for people to
acquire land, and not to make it difficult
to acquire land and then make it difficult
for them to obtain assistance to carry on.

[Mr. Moore.
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I think the Minister would be well advised
to go into the whole question of the amend-
ing land legislature passed in 1924, and see
whether it 1s not advisable, in the light of
experience, to make it easier for people to
carry on agricultural and pastoral pursuits
rather than that they should be harassed
in the way they are being harassed to-day.

The Secrerary rorR PusrLic Lanps: If a
man is paying £1 an acre to the Crown
and sells to another person for £10 an
acre, why should he not freehold that land
first?

Mr. MOORE: Why should not the other
person be allowed to continue the payments?
The Crown still has the same security.

The SrecRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS:
pay the former holder £10 an acre?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, if the improvements
are there, it has nothing to do with the
Crown,

The SrcreTarY FOR  PrUBLic LANDS:
him freehold it before selling.

Mr. MOORE: Why? The lessee enters
into an agreement with the Crown to hold
that land for a certain number of years and
make certain defi 'ite payments, and why
should he be compelled to freehold it when
the Crown security is there all the time?
The incoming tenant has the same liabilities
as the outgoing terant. Such obstacles
should not be placed in the way of genuine
settlers,

I want to refer to one or two matters in
connection with a statement made by the
Secretary for Railways on 18th August last.
He was endeavouring to show that the
condition of the railways was entirely satis-
factory, that there was no shortage of rolling-
stock, that the permanent way was satis-
factory, and that in fact everything in the
Railway Department was as 1t should be.
The Minister in his speech stated—

I would like to remind hen. members
that a full building programme is not
something that has suddenly dawned upon
the Railway Department.”

He goes on to point out what rolling-stock
has been built in the last three years, and
points out that during that period 65 engines.
67 carriages and vans, and 1,723 wagons were
constructed ; and then, instead of giving a
comparison of the number of engines, car-
riages, and wagons constructed for a three-
year period up to 1915, he immedi-
ately switches of to a comparison of the
amounts spent in that period. If we take
into consideration the altered position with
regard to the cost of living. the increased
wages, and the increased cost of material, then
his figures are absolutely useless as a basis
of comparison. Had he been fair, he would
have given this House the information that
for the three years ended 1915 the engines
constructed were 90, the number of carriages
and vans 125, and the number of wagons
2,239, so that in the last three years there
were constructed 25 fewer engines, 58 fewer
carriages, and 516 fewer wagons.

He was so elated with this system of mak-
ing comparisons that he indulged in com-
parisons extending over a ten-year period.
He proceeded to give this House a compari-
son of the mileage of new lines opened to
traffic, and the number of engines. carriages,
He tonk for com-
parison the ten-vear periods from 1805 ¢o
1915 and from 1915 to 1925. 'The following

And

Let
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is a comparison of railway construction,
permanent way, and rolling-stock : —

1
| Expendi- | Mileage
ture on of
— Per- Single
manent Line
i Way. Oper.
i
£ Miles,
1913-14 443,741 4,568
1914-15 416,085 4,982
Total, 2 years 859,776 | 9,550
Average .. .. 429,888 4,775
1922-23 .. .. .. 698,080 6,074
1923-24 .. .. . } 786,146 6,209
Total, 2 years .. .. | 1,434,296 | 12,283
Average .. .. . ‘ 717,113 6,141

The opening of the North Coast line neces-
sitated a tremendously increased use of
engines and wagons. The Minister himself
told this House that rolling-stock could be
conveyed to Toowoomba and back to Bris-
bane eighteen times while it was going to
the far North and back to Brisbane. He
knew perfectly well that this line was to be
opened to traffic, and that it was not to be an
act of God that it would suddenly be opened.
The Government knew perfectly well what
would happen, and what would be the result
when that line was opened to traffic, They
knew perfectly well that there would be an
increased dewand for wagons and rolling-
stock. Instead of rising to the occasion and
meeting the demands which they knew this
line would inevitably make, they calmly sat
down until a shortage of wagons and rolling-
stock actually took place, and until people
and their produce were being held up, and
industries were being strangled owing to
the inefficiency of the Railway Department.

We now find the Minister making the
statement that he has given huge orders for
rolling-stack this year. It was not a question
of doing it this year. What we have always
contended is that, instead of spending money
in keeping up the efficiency of the depart-
ment, the Government have been spending
money in constructing railways to buy votes
in certain electorates. The Government by
that policy have not kept the rolling-stock
in the condition that it ought to be in.

As showing that the argument of the
Minister that the engines are now pulling
bigger leads is fallacious, I wish to quote
the following figures:—

1914-15. 1923.24.

Number of engines 625 713

Passengers carried 24,257,552 29,535,981
Goods and livestock

(tons) 4,970,873 4,273,926

The average per engine works out for the
same periods:—

. 1914-15. 1923-24.
Passengers carried 38,812 41,425
Goods and livestock
(tons) 7,953 8,000

Allowing 12 stone as the average weight of
passengers carried, this gives the average
load pulled per engine as follows:—

1914-15. 1923.24.

Passengers carried {tons) 2,910 3,108
Goods and livestock

(tons) 7,953 6,000

Totals ... 10,863 9,108
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That is, the average tonnage pulled per
engine was 1,757 tons per annum less in
1923 24 than in 1914.15.

I want to point out that all the statements
made about the extra cost do not make up
for the deficiency, or for the bad condiftion
into which the lines and rolling-stock have
fallen.

Again, we have—

EEPENDITURE PER MILE OF SINGLE LINE
PER ANNUM.

£

1913-15 ... 90

1922.24 116
Converting the 1813-15 figures to its equl-

valent in 1922-24, the £1 in 1913 being cqual
to 3s. in 1924, we have the following re-
sult :—

£
1913-15 153
1922.-24 116

which shows a relative deficiency in 1922-24
of £37 per mile of single track per anrum.
Taking into consideration the relative values
of money, the expenditure on manitenance
and renewals of permanent way per mile of
single line open was 24 per cent. less in the
two years 1922-24 than in the two years
1913-15.

When we consider the definite statements
that have been made by varjous railway
officials and workers to the effect that the
lincs are dangerous and that the rolling-stock
is dangerous, and add to that our knowledge
that there is a considerable shortage of
engines, trucks, and carriages of all sorts,
it is useless for the Secretary for Railways
to come here and claim that the Government
are now spending more money on the rail-
ways than was spent on the railways 1n
1914-15. That is not the question. It is not
a question of spending a lot of morey,
whether that expenditure is made stupidly
or advisedly. The question is, *“Is the con-
dition of our railways what it should be?
Is the track safe? THave we sufficient
engines; and are the public getting the con-
venience they should get from a svstem off
railways having ample funds behind i7"
Assuredly the answer is “ No.”

Tt is useless for the Minister to come along
and make all sorts of comparisons with pre-
vious years. That has nothing to do with it.
The only question is whether the railways
are as officient to-day as they were in pre-
vious years, and anybody krowing anything
about the matter knows they are not.

One of the greatest condemnatory state-
ments in connection with our railways was
made by Mr. J. Shearer, the chairran of
u fertilising company working in conjunction
with the sugar industry. 1In his remarks
Mr. Shearer said—

“1 have to refer to the most unplea-
sant and most unfavourable aspect of
your business. We depend on our rail-
ways to handle traffic in every part of
the State, and on a considerable scale,
and, thercfore, it is an important factor.
Qur company contributes, directly and
indircetly, about £10.000 per annum in
freight fo the railways, yet the general
inefficiency of that depariment in hand-
ling our ftraffic, the continual inaccuracy

in computing the freight charges, errors
in the ledger accounts, and the unfair
incidence of the rates schedule which
was introduced during August, 1924,

Mr. Moore.]
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constitute serious impediments to our
business. In practice, the new freight
schedule on fertiliser is equivalent to a
preference of 7s. ld. to Sydney firms
over Brisbane firms for North Queensland
trade, and a preference of 25s. per ton
to Sydney firms over Townsville firms
competing for North Queensland busi-
ness.”’

1t seems extraordinary that Southern firms
should be given a preference over our
*Queensland firms in the matter of freights on
fertilisers for the sugar-growers of the
North. In face of that somue very emphatic
remarks were made by Mr. Victor H. Green,
general manager of Australian Fertilisers,
Limited, of Sydney, a large company having
extensive business intercsts in both Queens-
land and New South Wales, and which con-
signs many thousands of tons annually over
the lines of both States, Mr. Green considers
-that the Queensland railways compare favour-
ably with those of other States and that they
serve the needs of the country; that the
man on the land has little need to complain;
that the railways are not to be expected to
pay. This is the director of the very firm
that has a preference of 1lls. 1d. for Bris-
bane and 26s. 2d. for Townsville, and natur-
ally the gentleman finds no fault with the
department, and he comes up here and
boosts up the position, and says what a
-splendid position the department is in. It
says very little for the wisdom of the
Government when they penalise a firm carry-
ing on business in Queensland and finding
employment for our own people, and endca-
vouring as far as they can to meet the
needs of the sugar-growers in the North
who use fertilisers the most.

The SccrErarY roR PusLic WORKS: Do you
think the rate ought to be raised?

Mr. MOORE: I think encouragement
ought to be given to firms in Queensland
who are out to find emplovment, If trucks
are to be supplied, they should be supplied
‘to  Queensland firms. The Government
should sce that they get sufficient trucks to
carry their stuff, but the hon. gentleman
thinks rhey should be victimised in favour
of a Southern firm. 1 want to sce employ-
ment found for the people of Queensland.
Instead of that. we find a definite statcment
made to the effect that a local firm that is
-doing its best for the people in Qucensland
who_use fertilisers is being penalised for the
benefit of New South Wales firms.

I do not think there is any argument
required to prove that there is a shortage
-of rolling-stock. That is made perfectly
plain in paragraphs in papers all over

Queensland. Even in Brisbane one can sece
how acute the position is. Cne paragraph
-$ay8 1 —

“As a result of the shortage of engines
caused by so many being locked up at
the Ipswich workshops, fne engine of the
Sydney mail had to be utilised to-night to
haul a train to Ipswich. At the last
moment the usual goods train from Bris-
bane to Toowoomba, which leaves at
6.20 p.m., was cancelled, owing, it is
understood, to no engine being avail-
able. At least one other goods train was
cancelled. ~ The ipability to secure
engines for goods trains for both the
northern and southern districts is alrcady
caus’ng an accumulation of goods in the
yard.”

[Mr. Moore.
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The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
has exhausted the time allowed him by the
Standing Orders,

Mr. SWAYNIE (Mérani): Mr. Speaker,
before you leave the chair, tirere are one or
two matters I should like to draw attention
to, and I do not think there is anything
more important than the evil practice that
has grown up under the present Adminis-
tration of passing huge sums of public
money without any opportunity being given
for criticism in Parliament. If there is one
right more than another that is insisted on
by the people’s representatives in the British
Parliament, it is the right to say what the
taxation shall be and the expenditure of that
taxation. Last night I looked back over the
figures for the last five years and calculated
the huge sums that have bheen put through
this House under Standing Order 307 with-
out the slightest opportunity being given for
criticism or discussion. The figures are:—

In 1920 over £14,000,006.000.
In 1921 over £9,000,000.
In 1922 over £18,000,000.
In 1923 over £6,000.000.
In 1924 over £18,000,000.

I could give the items, but only intend to give
the aggregate snms just ncw. They also
include the £2,500,000 passed each session for

the ensuing year. will give the items
at a later stage on the Estimates, I ask

the Government in probably the last ses-
sion that they are going to sit on the
Treasury benches, how they can justify con-
duct of that kind. It may he urged that we
have sixteem days for discussion of the Esti-
mates. But, if sixtecen days are found insuffi-
cient for the proper discussion of the Ksti-
mates, we should be given a longer period.
Only last session the Opposition asked for
three days longer—three days that are pro-
vided for under the Standing Order—and it
was denied us by the then Treasurer, Mr.
Theodore. One thing which iz most notice-
able is that, although the Estimates of
various departments that have been over-
looked one year have been brought up
another year, they have not been fully dis-
cussed. For instance I notice that the rail-
ways—I do not propose to refer to railways
to-day in view of the motion of which the
leader of the Oppos:tion has given notice for
to-morrow—have only been discussed twice
during the five years I have referred to. In
connection with the Trust Funds which have
been used for State enterprises. such as State
stations, and which have been responsible for
huge losses, and about which such grave
suspicions prevail in regard to questionable
practices, we have never hecn offered an
opportunity to discuss matters for zome-
thing like five years. That is a gross wrong
for the people whose money is being spent
under these votes.

Another matter I want to refer to is tha

“influx of the Italians and Southern Europeans

to the sugar industry in North Qucensland. [
quite recognise that these people make very
valuable settlers, and that Queensland has
ample room for people of that type—the better
portion of them—but it is not a good thing
that one industry should be monopolised Ly
them. It is more desirable that these people
should spread themselves out over the State
and assist in various other industries. What
is going to happen in regard to the sugar
industry is that, if the time comes when they
monopolise the industry, it will be very
largely to our detriment in the South in
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regard to anything in the shape of embargoes
or preferential dutics. I contend that I am
speaking in the interests of those Italians who
already own farms as much as in the interest
of any other section of the community.
Furthermore, constant irritation is going on.
We know that during the present crushing
season mill after mill has been hung up. The
South Johnstone mill—which is a Government-
controlled mill—was held up three weeks, and
trouble has arisen from time to time in other
sugar districts. In the district I represent
on two or three occasions recently the sale
of land has been held up, and mill hands have
refused to ecrush cane coming from farms
which have been under terms of sale to
Ttalians.

Mr. Hynes: You suggested that Ttalians
should be excluded by this Government.

Mr. SWAYNE: It is not a right thing that
any body of emplovees should interfere with
the progress of lawfu! business. At the same
#ime I can quite realise the way these men
look at the matter. If we had a Government
in pewer worthv of their name, such a state
of things would not prevail. 1 recently
pointed out that, under the Sugar Cultivation
Act of 1913, the Government had ample
power to deal with these difficulties. Under
that Act they have unrestricted power to
apply the education test to everyone embark-
ing in the industry

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
know thev cannot apply that test.

-Mr. Corser: If the Queensland Railway
Union told you to do it, you would do it.

Mr. SWAYNE: But they were so busy
elect’onerring at the experse of the Common-
wealth Government that they were afraid to
touch it. Thay have allowed all this trouble
to arise. and have not used the power they
have. I sav that the Government have the
power to apnly the dictation test to anyone
embarking in the sugar industry. I would
not be in order if T referred to debates on
other questions during this session; but,
generallv sneaking. T may say that all sorts
of opprobrious enithets were apnlied to me
because of mv action in exposing the weakness

of the Government in this matter,
111.30 a.m.7 and the case for the other side

was made to rest on a regulation
under the Aet which specifically excluded its
application to the people. But we know that
a reoulation under an Act is the creation of
the Government for the time being. A regula-
tion mav be made to-dav and rescinded or
amended to-morrow withont the slightest
reference to the Crown. We know that =ll
that is referred to the Crown is the Act itself.
In the Act to which T am referring there
is a power to deal with these people or any-
bedv else. and the Crown sanctioned that
power being given to the Queensland Govern-
ment. Tf the Government make regulations
under that power, they can also; in their
wisdom, abrogate what they have done, or
they can give themselves a new power.

Mr. Fyxes: They cannot disregard treaty
obligations.

Mr. SWAYNE: It is no use for the hon.
memhor for Townsville or any other hon.
memher thorveforo. trving to shisld himself by
the reeculations. because the Government can
alter them to-morvrow if they like. It is all
nonsnse to drag the Restrietion of Leases
to Aliens Act i~to 't. What has that got to
do with canccutters? What have they got to
do with freehold? Nothing whatever. It ‘s

You
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merely a red herring dragged across the trail
to divert the attention of the people of Queens-
land from their own remissness and slackness
in dealing with this question so vital to the
North; and, since we are discussing griev-
ances. it is only right and proper to bring
the matter up and point out the trouble that
is arising, and to point out to the people of
Queensland that, if the Government were
worthy of their name, they themselves would
deal with it. At any rate. it is only right
and just that the people of Queensland should
be shown that the power exists in the hands
of the Government if the necessity arises to
use it.

Moreover, they have asserted in their argn-
ment that the Imperial Government would
not allow any action on their part. Yet the
very people who say that the Qneenslargd
Government are debarred from doing certain
things claim that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should take much more drastic action!
If the Imperial Government ov treaty
rights were likely to interfere with the
Queensland Government in respect of any

bona fide action they may take, how
much more likely would they bhe to
vetn any more stringent or mere drastic

action on the nart of the Commonwealth
CGovernment? The arcqument would apply
with equal force in hoth eases, Tf the State
Government would be prohibited from touch-
ing the matter, then most certainly the
Commonwealth Government would be. Homn.
members opposite must see how 1llogical they
are. They excuse their own inaction on the
greund of probable Tmperial interference;
yot. at the same time they say that the
Commonwealth Government shonld go much
further and take action of much greater
scope.

Mr. Hynes: You know that in that con-
nection it is only the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that can take action.

Vr. SWAYNE: That is not so. The ques-
tion of Imvnerial veto does mot arise in _con-
rertion  with rogulations that are within
the scope of an Act that the Crown has
assonted to. I think nothing more need
te said to show the absurd’ty of the atti-
tude of hon. members onposite.

Whilst we are discussing grievances, I would
like to refer to some of the broken promises
of the Government.

This is the last session of this Parliament,
and it is the last opportunity that hon. mem-
bers opposite will have to redeem those
promises, The ex-Premier has in the past
over and over again promised the primary
producers of Queensland a measure that will
relieve them of the injustices under which
thev are suffering at the present time 1n
connection with ‘nrome taxation. We know
the disastrous effect the present legislation

has on the primary producers, who have to
contend with good »nd bad seasons and
floctnating prices.  That anplies eaually

whether the producer is producing crops or
live stock, and it is only right and just,
especially under the present system of a
gradrated tax, that some averaging svstem
should be established. T have investigated
these anomalies, and T desire to illvstrate
the resu'ts of the present system. I will take
the case of a business man. commercial man.
or professional man whose taxable income
amounts to £500 per annnm. oiving an aggre-
gate taxable income of £2500 over a period
of five years. I will now take the case of an
artisan or clerk whose taxable income for

Mr. Swayne.



408 Supply.

the same period is £250 per annum, making
in all a taxable income of £1250, or half
that of the previous case. I will now take
the case of a small producer or grazier who
during that five-year period obtains £1,250,
but, owing to the fluctuations which I have
mentioned—a run of four bad seasons, which
is likely to occur in our c'imnate, and the rise
and 21l of prices—his actual income amounts
to only £62 10s. a year—not sufficient to live
on—Ffor tho peried of four years, and then
he has one good season yielding a big crop
and returning a big price. and he receives
£1.000. During that five-year period he has
not received any more than the clerk or
artisan in a settled regular position, and he
has received only half the income received by
the commercial man. While in the one case
the business man received an aggregate of
£2500 and pays an income tax of £12 per
annum, or an aggregate of £60 for the five-
year period and while the clerk or artisan is
assured of £250 p-r annum for a period of five
years and pays an income tax of £1 12s. 1d.
at 6.372d. in the £1 per annum or an aggre-
gate of £8 4s. 7d., the producer who during
the four ycars has been existing on the
starvation line will pay for that one good
year itcome tax amounting to £50. He has
to pay six times as much as the man in
receipt of £250 per annum and has to pay
nearly as much as the person in receipt of
£500 per annum. His one vear’s income is
taxed at the rate of 12d. in the £1, and he
loses all the exemptions the other £1 250 man
enjovs.  That will illustrate the gross
anomalics and the unjust ircidence of taxa-
tion in this State. We on this side represent
the country interests, and the case T have just
quoted clearly exposes the fraudulent claims
by hon. members opposite to represent the
country irterests. We have over and over
again fought this matter out. and the Govern-
ment in the past have promised to deal with
it. They did deal with it What they did was
to avernze the income over a period of years
to provide for the year in which the settler
got no income at all. Tt was a case, though,
of “Thank God for nothing.”” Once you get
into the grasn of the Income Tax Depart-
ment you do not get much relief from
the present averaging system. If you
have an income of on!y half-a-crown for the
year, it debars the taxpayer from the bene-
fits of the sect’on that wos passed to provide
for averasing incomes. To carry out the Act
in that way is simply a Theodoric evasion. It
is character’stic of most of the acts of admini-
straticn of the Government, If the Govern-
ment have been consi:tent at all, they have
been consistent in this matter. I ask now
while we have a part of the session still to
go that this motter affecting the primary pro-
ducers shonld be dealt with. It is perfectly
fair that I should bring it up, and we are
entitled to consideration in this regard.

As we are about to consider the Estimates,
I ask that the abuse of parliamentary usage
of allowing h-ge svms to be voted without
the slightest opportunity being afforded by
the Government of discussing or criticising
them shou'd reccive redress. This redress can
very easily be made without extending the
time allowed for the Estimates. Previous to
the present Administration coming into office
Mr. Denham, who was then Premier, allowed
the Estimntes one year to be taken from one
end, and the next year allowed of their con-
sider-tion from the other end. We always
got through more than one-half of the Esti-
mates by this method. It meant that at least

idr. Swayne,
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every two years every vote was fully dis-
cussed. Although this Administration has
been asked to follow that practice it has never
been adopted. The (Government last session
would not even allow an extra three days’ dis-
cussion on Estimates which involved several
millions of pounds, although it is allowable
under our Standing Orvders. If ever there
was a gross abuse of the power exercised in
this House by the majority, it was on that
occasion. If the Government want to redeem
their character, and if they want to be
able to take to themsclves credit when they
go to the electors of honest administration,
it is up to them to allow this House a full
discussion before every vote is passed.

Mr. KERR (Eneggera): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to voice one or two grievances
before you leave the chair. I particularly
want to take exception to recent action by
the Cab’net in vetoing a proposal in regard
to something outside the jurisdiction of the
Cabinet altogether. They have taken upon
themselves to veto a proposal against the
public interests, and against an authority
which has been established by this Parlia-
ment. I refer to the Brisbane Tramway
Trust, in which the Government have a
financial interest only, and it can only be
because of that rcason that theyv have exer-
cised the power I complain of. The action of
the Cabinet in vetoing a proposal of the Bris-
b~ne Tramway Trust has no iustification
whatever. The intention of Parliament and
the authority of the law has been departed
from and entirely overlooked.

A great deal of dissatisfaction has occurred
in regard to the action taken by the Govern-
ment in this matter. If it is the intention of
this House, by law, to perform a certain
thing, then a smaller body of men not inter-
ested in the matter should not take away
from the people the rights to which the people
are entitled, and I am justified at all times
in taking exception to such action. I shall
put the question concisely. The Brisbane
Tramway Trust recommended the construc-
t'on of a certain extension in my clectorate.
The matter was dealt with by Cabinet, and
the recommendation of the Tramway Trust
was absolutely vetoed. The Government are
not entitled in such circumstances to vetn such
a matter. On page 174 of “ Hansard”’ for
1922, during the debate on the Brisbane Tram-
way Trust Bill, these remarks will be found—

“ Mr. Kerr: Who will decide the ques-
tion of extensions?

“Tue Home SecreraRY: That is a
matter which I will deal with on the
second reading. It will be better for me
then to deal with the guestion fully and
frankly from every point of view.”

That was all right; but, when the second
reading of the Bill came on, the ex-Premier,
the hon. member for Chillagoe, dealt with the
Bill at that stage. and, according to
“ Hansard,” page 1529 of 1922, he had this
to say—

“ Tn policy matters the trust will have

control.”

La&er, on the same page, the hon. gentleman
said—

“The trust is charged with the duty
of formulating the policy relating to
future oxtensions of the tramway, and
so on.”’

Such sentiments were supported by hon.
members on both sides when the Bill went
through. Under that Bill an advisory board
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was referred to. and the ex-Premier stated,
‘“Xven this board has not overriding
powers’”” Yot we have the Government,
through Cabinet, overriding the legislation of
the State and preventing this extension after
it was recommerded by the Brisbane Tram-
way Trust. It has been set out in various
‘“ Government Gazottes ' that the Tramway
Trust may apply by Order in Council for
anything in the public interests, and such
application will be granted. That has been
done in this case. and the recommendation
has been vetoed. This extension was for the
public benefit, and the Government had no
right whatever to turn it down. At a later
stage I shall again ask the Government,
through tte Home Secretary—who is adminis-
tering the Act—to grant that extension.
Whenever the public is to benefit from a
public utility the public interests must pre-
vail. It is provided that facilitics must be
given to the people; they must be saved
expense as far as possible, and saved trouble.
This tramway extension which was recom-
mended by the Brishane Tramway Trust
fulfils those three conditions. Yet the Govern-
ment stepped in and vetoed the proposition.
The public benefit was not considered by the
Cabinet.

Mr, Theodore, who had charge of this
Bill, as reported on page 1529 of ‘“ Hansard”
for 1922. had this to say:

“They will have to employ their
experts to manage the tramways, and
they must give them free and untram-
melled control of the tramways to ensure
success.”

Of conrse that is a principle that can again be
supported bv every member of this House.
They should have the untrammelled control
which it was expected would be given to
them when the Bill was going through, and
I want to know under what circumstances
any Government have the right to veto a
proposal which has on its side everything
fair, everything honourable, and everything
necessary. I am going to quote from cor-
respondence in connection with this matter.
First of all, I take the Commissioner for Rail-
ways. As scon. apparently, as the Commis-
sioner for Railways heard that this extension
was going to be built, he wrote to the Home
Secretary : —

“ That both routes were good lines,
so far as settlement was concerned.

“ That the competition with the Rail-
way Department was not serious, as the
*bus fare was high, but if the tram fare
is fixed at 3d. the present s~rvice would
take’a good deal of the railway’s busi-
ness,”

We all krow that the fare on all new exten-
sions is 4d., and that argument should not
rrevail with the Government. The Commis-
sioner, in another part of his letter, snid:—

“That part of the district adjacent
to Newmarket road and the first portion
of the Kedron Brook road, is well served
bv the railway stations at Windsor and
Wilston. which had seventcen trains per
day to the city.

“He (the Commissioner) considered it
unwise to allow one public utility to
compete with another.

¢ Settlement in the neighbourhood of
Grange road would best be served via
King strcet. and this route would cater
for a number of people who would not
be affected by the Newmarket road pro-
posal.”
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That was referred to the Tramway Trust,
which placed before the Home Secretary an
unanswerable argument as to why this par-
ticular extension should be proceeded with,
and an Order in Council granted. - The
arguments placed by the trust before the
Tome Secretary are uuanswerable, and what
led the Home Secretary to get into the
present position is more than 1 can under-
stand, It is impossible to understand the
attitude of the Home Secretary, who placed
the matter before a very limited Cabinet
and then vetoed the proposal which was
backed up by the local progress association,
backed up by the local authorities, and.
backed up by tramway needs in the locality
itself, and alto backed by the Tramway
Trust. - If there ds any argument at all for:
the Qovernment. vetoing such a prcposal; ¥
am at a loss to understand it. The Tramway
Trust had this to say:— ' H
« The Commissioner’s views were care-
fully considered and with Mr. Davidson .
the members of the trust again inspected.
The trust, however, was still of the
opinion that the tramline. should be
constructed via Newmarket road,

“The trust, while agreeing to the.
King street route, being 37 chains shorter
from a construction point of view, the -
Kedron Brock road route to the. city
was 26 chains shorter—over half a mile
for every trip—equal to 3200 miles per-
annum. This would be incurred at the'-
same fare and would lengthen the time
occupied in travelling. :

“The trust enclosed a map showing
the settlement and stated that it was
obvious that the Newmarket road route
would serve a greater population.

“ The trust also pointed out that ak
present four ’buses served this area—
three via Kedron Brook road and one
via King strect. These ’buses could
scarcely cope with the traffic, irrespective
of high fares. This the trust considored
sufficrent evidence that a large propor-
tion of the residents are not satisfied
with the train service and found it too
inconvenient.

“ The trust still considers the route
via Newmarket road would be in the
interests of the greater proportion of
the residents.”

1 hope the Home Secrctary will go back
on what he has done when evidence is
brought before him and give these additional
facilities. The train service is not giving
satisfaction, as there are not.sufficient trains
to meet the demand of the travelling public, .
who are suffering great injustice, and there
is every possibility of that injustice increas-
ing. Surely the Railway Departmert will
not say that the railway accommodation is
sufficient to meet the reaquirements of the
public. I take the view that railwavs ir a
closely populated centre will never meet the.
requirements of the public. As time goes
on and the population contirues to increase, '
the railways in the metropolitan area will
be quite inadecuate to meet the nceds of the
travelling public, and the question of electri-
fication should be considered by the Govern-
ment. The benefit that has been der'ved
from electrification of the metropolitan rail- .
way systems in other parts of Australia is
shown particularlv in Meclbourne. The Go-
vernment urdoubtedly will have to take the
matter of electrification of the metropolitan

Mr. Kerr.}
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railways into consideration; but in the mean-
time the Government step in and say that
additional services apart from the extension
of the tramways cannot be allowed. Why do
the Government not permit the Tramway
T'rust to make extensions to mect the require-
ments of the travelling public? It is said
that the Cabinet will not revoke previous
decisions. I hope that the Home Secretary
will take into consideration what I have
said, and definitely decide to do something
in the matter.

I mentioned that in course of time the rail-
ways would not meet the requirements of
trafic in the metropolitan area. The
Clerk of the House has courteously handed
me an extract from a work in which the
then Secretary for Public Works is reported
as having given utterance to the doctrine
that the Government should never lend assist-
ance to the construction of a railway where
boat communication was available. This was
in connection with the survey of the railway
line from Brisbane to Ipswich. The Secere-
tary for Public Works of that day said that
we should not provide railway accommoda-
tion where there were water facilities. The
present Glovernment are taking up the stand
that where we have a cumbersome Railway
Department we should not give the Tramway
Trust power to grant additional facilities
to the travelling publie. In conclusion. 1
say that primarily the ratepayers of this
area accept the financial responsibility for
their proposal. The ratepayers there have
formed some of the strongest progress asso-
ciations in Queensland, and under the cir-
cumstances I have mentioned they are
entitled to consideration, but the Govern-
ment in their wisdom have seen fit to veto
the proposals of the Tramway Trust.
They are responsible to the people. and fthey
should do the will of the people. They
should have regard to the intentions of Par-
liament when the Brisbane Tramway Trust

Act was going through. I hope
12 noon} that the Home Secretary will read
what I have said this morning,
and that, whenever the request is repeated,
he will give it consideration. One member
of the Government party, the hon. member
for Kelvin Grove, presented a petition to the
Government direct or to caucus. He is con-
versant with the requests of the petitioners.
but there is no intention to do what has
been asked for,
Mr. WrigsaT : How do you know?
Mr. KERR: I read it in the Press.

Mr. Wricur: How do you know there is
no intention to do it?

Mr. KERR: The extension would have
been mado a long time ago had the Govern-
ment not interfered.

Mr. WrierT: That is not a fair statement.

Mr. XERR: It is.

The SPEAXER : Order!

Mr. KERR : It is a fair statement, because
Alderman Jolly, who was then a member of
the trust, attended a public meeiing and
told the people, “ Your extension has heen
agreed to and is the first on the list to be
commenced’”; but since that day other
extensions have been completed, and T sav
c}ehmtely now that probably if it had been
intended to allow the extension it would
have been completed by now. I hope that
metropolitan members  will see that the
requests of the publie, for which they are
justified in asking, are granted. '
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There is another matter of great import-
ance to the State on which I wish to touch.
I want to take the opportunity of pointing
out certain anomalies, difficalties, and injus-
tices which have occurred in regard to
soldier settlements. Everything done for
the soldier has been done with a very
bad grace. After a long number of years
some of the best settlers have been driven
off their holdings because of a lack of
sympathy on the part of the Government.
From the very inception of these settlements
the Government have never accepted the
veturned soldier at his true value. There is no
quesiion whatever about that, and I shall
quote proof of what I have said. We must
not forget that soldier settlement is a very
important matter to the State financially.

On 30th June last the Commonwealth had
advanced over £2.500,000 to the State for
the purpose of assisting soldier settlement.
The interest due on that amount runs into
approximately £700,000 over a six-year
period, so that, when we tackle the question,
we are dealing with a charge agai:st con-
solidated revenue in the vicinity of three-
quarters of a million sterling. Hon. members
will agree that that is a pretty big amount.
The Commonwealth is helping soldier settle-
ments and the State comsiderablv. In the
first place, the Commonwealth allows a rebate
of about £282,000, or in the vicirity of 40
per cent., from the interest due by the State.
That is a very fair thing for the Common-
wealth to do; and., when we take into
account the amount which has been paid in
interest by the soldiers themselves—£153,000
—we find over a period of, say, six years,
that the State has had to provide only

£270,000 in interest, or approximately
£50,000 a year, Considering the liberal
nature of the concession given by the

Commonwealth, it was “up’ to the State
to do a great deal more than it has done in
this regard. We must remember that all
this lcan money, which is a great asset fo
the State, was borrowed from the Common-
wealth for five years at the rate of 24 per
cent., afterwards increasing. The Federal
Government moreover, on 17th July last
announced that they were going to write off
£475.000 of the principal owing by the State
and that the rate of interest vas to be
reduced to 5 per cent. after 3lst December,
20,

S

That proves conclusively that the Com-
monwealth Government have in a financial
way given this State opportunitics to do
more for the returned men than this State
ever contemplated doing. I repeat again
that the so'dier settlers have never been
taken at their proper value. The Secretary
for Public Lands last year stated—

“‘The position at Beerburrum is dus
to poor soil over which I have no con-
irol. and the sngge-tion that selectors
should be transferred to other areas and
re-established there is a costly and
doubtful undertaking.”

It is very difficult to understand the hon.
gentleman’s reasoning in such a statement.
He contends that the transfer of these
settlers would be a costly undertaking, but
T contend that it would be more costly to
keep them where they are. It is more
costly for this State to kcep these settlers
with two or three years’ experience on
barren land than place them on proper
country. Where is there any support for
the statement that it wounld be too costly to
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remove these settlers from Beerburrum?
Surely the Sceretary for Public Lands
must know that it is more costly to keep
thern there when they could be very well
utilised in the same activity in another
part of the State. He says that it would
be a doubtful proposition. If he would
tackle the matter In a proper way, he
would find that it is not a doubtful pro-
position. In support of that statement I
desire strongly to point out that, when
these settiers were permittad to seclect their
-own land and carry out their own improve-
ments of their own volition in their own
way, there was an incrcase of 53 scttlers
between the years 1921 and 1924 but under
‘the system of group settlement, where the
‘Government had control and where certain
barren land and salt marshes were pur-
chased at £11 10s. per acre and the settlers
debited with that amount, the number of
settlers decreased by 575 in three years.
Where the matter was under Government
control the settlers left the place in dis-
gust. At some of the railway sidings to-
day one can see stacks of carls represent-
ing hundreds of pounds and farm imple-
ments representing thousands of pounds
all depreciating, but no attempt made by
the Government to make the loss as small
as possible. I know that these salt marshes
and barren sand lands have caused the
settlers to lose heart in their undertaking. T
know of one man who spent three and a-half
wvears at Beerburrum on a farm in which he
had invested the amount of his gratuity bond
and his deferred pay. He was a very fine
type of citizen and was a farmer before going
on to that arca. ¥e had won the Military
‘Cross, had two bars, the D.S.0., the Croix
<de Guerre. and the Royal Cross of St.
George. He was a man with the right tem-
perament and was absolutely physically fit.
but his efforts were a complete *“ wash-out,”
and to-day he is working on construction
work. He should never have been allowed
to leave a farming occupation. That is only
one case. but I know of dozens and dozens
where the men were not wasters, but men
of experience and of the best standing in
the community. They have given of their
all; yot the Minister says that it would be
a costly undertaking to give them a
<hance.

fair

~ There is one point I wish to make clear.
In 1921, on page 1424 of ¢ Hansard,” the
hon. member for Murrumba asked for a Royal
Commission to Inquire into these matters,
That was more than four years ago. When
I first entered this House I visited the various
soldier settlements, and as a result of my
visit I also asked that a Royal Commission
should be appointed to inquire into them.
The Government as vet have taken no action.
What did they do? They appointed a useless
and nebulous valuation board and sent the
members of this board around the various
settlements. They reccived an allowance of
£1 5s. a day, and the cost to the State up to
the 30th June last was £1,341. It was patent
to everyone that the valuations of the becard
were only office valuations, and that their
work could have been done in the office.

Mr. WaRren: Hear, hear! Absolutely, it

could.

Mr KERR: The Governmen: have hesi-
tated to appoint a Royal Commission in con-
nection with this matter, and have beon
attempting to deceive the soldier settlers into
the belief that something is being done for
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them. Their policy of waiting has cost the
State a great loss in man-power and money—
a loss that in some instances cannot be over-
come. When the valuation board brought in
their report, what did they do? They gave
concessions to those men who had made no
attempt to meet their obligations with respect
to the repayment of interest. and told the
men who had met their obligations that they
must keep on paying. The men who would
not pay had their periods of payment extende-d
in some instances to 1926 and 1927. I know
of a seftler in my electorate who was an
inmate of the Stanthorpe Sanatoriumi, suffer-
ing from tuberculosis—one of. the worst
diseases of the war. He was compelled by
the Government to pay his interest. He
wrote a letter to the Government asking that
the interest he paid should be deducted froin
his capital. That was a very reasonable
request. He said, “ Let the cash I have paid
in be deducted from my account. Failing
that, place it to my credit for the payment of
interest in the ensuing years.” He was too
honourable a man to ask for his money back.
He wrote this letter to the Secretary for
Public Lands—
“ Hon. W. McCormack,
¢ Minister for Lands.

“ Dear Sir,—I enclose herewith letter
received by me from the Agricultural
Bank in regard to my request for con-
sideration. So far as payments of interest
by me is concerned, I am one of very
few on Enoggera Settlement who paid
their interest charges, and I am also =
tuberculosis patient, and I appeal to you
to give fair consideration to my request.
which is only equitable, because mun
who refrained from paying their interest
charges could have done so, and that
discrimination is being made. I, for my
honesty, am being made the butt of their
ridicule.

“ 1 remain,
“ Yours truly,
“ RoBerT DuUFF.”’

for Public La.ds in reply

The Secretary
stated—
# Department of Public Lands,
¢ Brisbane, 1st May, 1925.

“ Ref. No. G.8.8. 36.

« Qip—I am in receipt of your letter
of the 22nd instant wherein you request
that the concessions granted by the Go-
vernment to borrowers under the Dis-
charged Soldiers’ Settlement Acts in
respect of unpaid interest dues be ex-
tended to you.

““ The contents thereof have been care-
fully noted, and in reply I would inform
you that it is regretted your request
cannot be acceded to as the concessions
granted do not apply in your case, as has
already been explained to you in a letter
dated 16th ultimo from the Agricultural
Bank.

““Tn reference to your further remarks
it may be pointed out that wherever it s
ascertained that a borrower has inten-
tionally refrained from paying his dues,
although able to do so, suitable action
will be taken.

¢ Yours faithfully,
“ W. McCORMACK,
¢ Minister for Lands.”

“ Mr. Robert Duff,

“Qoldiers’ Settlement. Enoggera.”

Mr. Kerr.|
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Absolute camouflage. There is not one
word of sincerity in that last paragraph.
I know of no case throughout Queensland
where any of those settlers have had con-
sideraticn., 'This man put a very fair propo-
sition to the Government. He was told
by the supervisor out on his settlement that,
if he did not pay this money, he would have
to get off his holding. He was bullied and
bludgconed irto paying this interest, and
he paid it out cf the pension that he received
from the Covmonwealth Government while
in the Stanthorpe Sanatorium, suffering
from “ T.B.” The fair and reasonable pro-
position which he put to this Government,
through the Secretary for Lands, was turned
dcwn flat. These things are happening in
our midst. Satisfaction has not been given
to these men. Anomalics have becn created.
Where this interest has been paid, why
could it not be wiped out and these men
allowed to deduct it from their capital com-
mitments? I ask the Minister to have this
interest deducted from the capital, and I
shall pester him to do so on every occasion
I can find in this House. If that cannot be
done, as an alternative I suggest that the
payments be placed to his credit, and, as
intercst falls due, his indebtedness be reduced
accordingly.

Mr. FarrelL: Does that apply to bankers
also?

Mr. KERR: The private banks have not
got all the lcan money that the States have
to-day. If they were getting some of the
privileges the States are getting, it might
apply. The present arrangement is not an
equ'table one. and the valuations on soldier
settlements should be reconsidered. We
know that men have no* paid their interest
and that some men are going scot-free,
whereas the other man who has paid his
interest is nct granted any concession at
all.  Why not give these men credit for
their payments and so give them encourage-
ment? If it cannot be taken off the
capital, it should be taken off their future
paymerts of interest.  That is falr and
reasonable. We know that some have dodged
payment,

Having dealt with those two matters there
is just one other matter that I wish to refer
to.

According to the latest statistics the
passengers on the Queensiand railways have
paid in one vear £1.728000 cut of a total
revenue of £5714,(60. In other words, 30
per cent. of the revenue of the Queensland
railwavs last year was paid by passengers
travelling on those railways. The passengers
carried have been increasing by a million
per year, and I cortend that the travelling
public to-day is insufficiently catered for.
At wvarious hours of the day people are
packed together more or less like cattle in
trucks, and seeing that nearly £2,000.000
yearly are extracted in railway fares, it must
be admitt~d that thev are entitled to a good
deal more cons’deration than they are gefting
to-day. I definitely sav that the Enoggera
branch line in my clectorate can be called
the Cinderella of the metropolitan railway
service, We have never had a proper service.
We have pressed for additional trains on
several occasions. and I can quite understand
why they have not been granted. The Com-
missioner for Railwavs makes no bones about
it. He says that the tunnel will take no
more trairs: {hat that section of the line
has a train on it all the time, and additional
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accommodation cannot be provided. If that
state of affairs exists, what is intended by
it?  Surely the Government have some
policy | Tt has been stated that to quadrupli-
cate the lines would cost well over £1,000,000.

Then there is the important scheme that I
have mentioned in this Hounse. If millions
are required to be cxpended on our railways.
within a few miles of the metropolis, would
it not be better to convert our metropolitan
lines into electric lines? Increased accom-
modation is needed, and the travelling public
are suffering as a result. It is one of the
greatest problems that we have to deal with,
and it rests with the Government to tackle
this question as it should be tackled.

Mr. WriGHT : You ought to know that this
overcrowding at certain hours of the day
occurs in every capital city of the world.

Mr. KERR: I know there i5 overcrowding..
As cveryone knows, the population in the
metropolitan area is increasing to such an
extent that there has been overcrowding for
at least five years. The population is still
increasing. What is going to be the result?
If the tunnel will take no more trains—if
that section will take no more trains—how is
the problem going to be solved”  Mr.
Davidson puts the position in a nutshell, and
it remains for the Government to appoint a
Royal Commission to go into this question:
and see where we stand. 1 ask for the
appointment of this Royal Commission, This
matter requires deep thought, and it rcquires
the expenditure of a considerable sum of

money. Every member of *h¢ Government
should give this matter the keenest
consideration.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

* The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies;
Eacham) (who, on rising, was received with
Government cheers) said: I have no inten-
tion whatever of wasting time replying to the
so-called complaints or the idle words of
those people who talk about settling farmers
on the land, or akout questions not being
properly and orderly answered by members
of the Ministry.

Mr. CrayroN: You are not game.

The PREMIER : I have just as much moral

and physical courage as the hon.. member.
Nor am I going to attempt fo deal with the

¢idle statements’ made by the hon. member

for Eroggera about our trcatment of the
soldier settlers.

Mr. Xerr: They are not idle; they are
true.

The PREMIER: The late leader of the
Opposition, Mr, Taylor—who compares more
than favourably with that hon. member in
every respect—has already given testimony
which has been broadcast to the world as to
our generous treatment of soldier settl:rs, A
very honest and manly statement was made
by the hon. member for Windsor.

GoverNMENT MeMBERS: And they turned

him out.
The PREMIER: They turned him
out. He made a statement that this

Government have troated these soldier settiers
better than the Government of any other
State. That is borne out not only by the
statement of the hon. member for Windsor
but by facts as they exist to-day.

An Oprostrion MewmBER: [t was done for
a purpose. (Interruption.)
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The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The PREMIER: They talk about the
welfare of the soldier, and they exployted
the soldier by selling land to him at a high
price. In Victoria they bought land from
their friends at the prices asked, and made
it available for the soldiers, and then
said they were carrying out their definite
promise to the soldier when he went away
that nothing was too good for him. That 1s
what the soldier got from the Liberal party.

1 do not intend to waste any time in reply-
ing to the statements of hon. members
opposite  about settlement on the land.
{Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER : I want to make my state-
ment in my own way; I did not interject
when the leader of the Oppo:zition was speak-
ing. Re this cry of land settlement, Harry
Lawson, one of the most patriotic of Aus-
tralian pocts, in one of his compositions
said that the greatest curse to the country:
to-day is the individual politicians and others
who go about the country prating about
settling people on the land. If there has been
one crime more than another that the party
opposite have to answer for, it is their policy
of settling people on the land and destroying
the first crop that the Almighty supplied to
the people in the form of forests. That
great forcstry authority, Mr. Hutchins, when
he came to Australia at the request of the
West Australian Government, pointed out
that in connection with the cost of land
settlement in Australia that the greatest
criminals were the Queensland Government
—that was before the Labour Government
came into power—because of the destruction
of hardwood and softwood timbers, under
the pretence of settling people on the
land. He said that that was a crime that
posterity would have to pay hundreds of
millions of pounds for in the near future.
Yet hon. members opposite prate about
settling people on the land! Our Govern-
ment have recognised that before we can
settle people on the land we must do some-
thing to organise markets.
only Government in Australia who have
endeavoured to organise markets, organise
farmers, and sccure for them a reasonable
price for their produce.

Mr. Corser: In what
improved the prices?

The PREMIER : I have always contended
that the farmer takes two great risks. One
risk is that which no Government can take
away—that is, the risk of bad seasons, pests,
cyclones, and droughts. Another risk is that
after he produces a crop—if the scasons are
favourable and he can produce a crop—
there may be a slump in the market. The
Government have endeavoured to secure a
market for him at a reasonable price by the

way have you

pooling system. The Quecensland Government

are the only Government who have attempted
to do that. The other Australian Govern-
ments would not attempt to do so, because
their friends and supporters are the middle-
men. (Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask hon.
members to desist from interjections.

The PREMIER: In regard to the main
charge made against us, and the only one
I consider worth replying to—the question-
ing of the right of my Government to co-
operate with the Government of New South
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Wales and other States in contesting what
we believe to be an unconstitutional Act of
Parliament passed by the Commonwealth,
which affects all the citizens of this State.
I can well remember Mr. Denham when
Premier in 1912 winning a referendum on
the cry of “ State Rights!” or *“ Home Rule
for Quecnsland.” I know that he used the
term ¢ Home Rule” in order to get votes
from people who believed in Home Rule
for Ireland. He went all over the State
claiming that the Fisher Government were
going 1o take away from CQuee:sland its
Home Rule and the right to govern itself
in its own way. He was successful in defeat-
ing on that occasion the referendum in
favour of granting the nccessary power to
the Commonwealth to amend the Federal Cou-
stitution. What is the position to day?
Under the guise of order and gcod govern-
ment—a good old phrase that was used in
England many years ago in order to influ-
ence the men there—the Conmonwcalth
Government are now trying to shirk their
responsibilties by taking power to appoint
a suitable police magistrate as chairman of
a special board, and by appointing their
nominees to do certain work, which in my
opinion, they have not got the constitutional
power to do.

[12.30 p.m.]

Mr. Piddington, K.C., recently expressed
an opinion upon this matter, with which
I agree; and it is because I agree with Mzr.
Piddington that I have cosented to allow
the State funds to be used to determine
whether this law passed by the Common-
wealth is not an infringemen of State rights
or i1s not In excess of the powers of the
Commonwealth. Mr. Piddington says in an
article in * Smith’s Weekly’’—

“ Neither the Governor-General mnor
Ministers acting on the recommendations
of an imnromptu ‘board’ ean cxercise
‘the judicial power of the Common-
wealth.” This is vested in the High
Court and other permanent and Federal
Courts, composed of judges who cannot
be removed unless both kouses tind them
guilty of proved misbehaviour or inca-
pacity. The law is thus suprcme above

the Rxecutive; the courts above party
decision.”

Of course, that would not suit the Common:
wealth Government. If the question was left
to- the High Court, the High Court would
publish its reasons for what it considered to
be the necessity of its action. Mr. Piddington
goes on to say—

““ If it is constitutional, then the new law
rests upon principles so strange to British
communities that they ought to be voted
on by the electors. One is that in indus-
trial warfare the Ministry of the day can
determine which side is in the right, and
deport the adherents of the opposite sec-
tion; a second is that the new power is
deportation or nothing: a third is that
the right of an Australian ecitizen to live
in Australia is determinable outside the
courts of law.”

I submit that Mr. Piddington strikes the right
note in his declaration, and, because of my
knowledge of the position and because of
the genesis of this Act of Parliament. I have
decided to participate in testing it. Ungues-
tionably there is a doubt as to its legality,
and the question should be decided for all
time. Tt is not fair to ecall upon nrivate indi-
viduals to bear the burden of doing that. I

Hon. W. N. Gillies.}
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say that it is for the State to look after State
intercsts. The Senate—which was supposed
to be the custodian of State rights—failed in
its duty to throw out the measure, and I
therefore think the Qucensland Government
are quite justified in co-operating with ths
Governments of New South Wales and South
Australia in testing the validity of the law;
and now is the time to do it.

I have no doubt that. if the leader of the
Opposition were in power, one of his first
stops would be to deport Mr. Rymer and Mr.
Moroney. There is no doubt that that was
in the mind of the hon. member this morn-
ing, although he did not have the courage
to say so.

Mr. S1zEr : You would like to do it.

The PREMIER : With regard to the extra-
ordinary powers vested in the board which
has been appointed by the Commonwealth
Government I should like to say something.
The powers under the Act are vested in a
board constituted by the Minister in charge
of the department concerned. The chairman
must be a police, stipendiary, or special
magistrate, and there are two other persons
as members. There is no doubt that, just as
in the old days the chairman of wages boards
was appointed by the Government and was
temperamentally fit ed, so this board will be
temperamentally fitted, and it will be simply
a matter of form for it to make an inquiry,
and for anybody obnoxious to the Cem-
monwealth Government or the Prime Minister
to be deport~d. There is no appeal. Once the
recommendation of the board is made the
Minister has power to put the person con-
cerned into gaol until he is deported. That
is a principle foreign to our ideas, and one
for which this Government cannot stand. We
believe that we can deal in our own wayv
under our own laws with the people who
break them, and we do not intend to allow
the Commonwealth to exercise this power until
we are satisfied that the Act is constitutionally
sound : and for that reason we have decided
to ascist other States in testing the validity
of this law which so gravely affects Stato
rights.

I want to quote from a paper which is
not a supporter of the Labour party, but is
in fact anything but a Labour paper. I

refer to the ‘ Queensland Times” To-day
m its leading article entitled,  The
Deportation Act,”” it states— &

“Mr. Gillies came to a wise decision
when he decided to join with the New
South Wales Government in testing the
validity of what has become known as
the Deportation Act. There will be
those who will be very ready to say that
Mr. Gillies is actuated by a desire to pro-
tect the forces of disorder which the
Communists have persistentlv encouraged
in the political and industrial spheres,
but this criticism will be offered only
by those sour and narrow-souled con-
servatives who have not the mind to
appreciate nor the heart to feel the
possible menace in the Deportation Act
to principles which are the very life-
blood of true democracy. We have no
sympathy with Communists or any other
fire-eater who has vis'ons of a prole-
tarian paradise built upon the ruins of
democracv; but we do have a very
strong faith in democracy, and it is for
this reason we rcgard the Deportation
Act with some misgiving. The men against
whom the Act has been aimed may b=
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extremists of the worst kind. but, as we
understand the liberty which we have
inherited from the great struggles of the
past, they also possess rights.”
Further on it states—
“ Deportation ought to be reserved as
a weapon against alien$ who decline our
citizenship and work as enemies against
us. Once citizenship has been granted it
ought not to be taken away unless in
very special cases, such as active support
of a foreign power.”
I agree with that statement in full. It
emphasies and sets out my own ideas with
regard to this particular matter. The
genesis of this Act was the rccent maritime
trouble during which the Bruce Government
came in for the same criticism as I have
received during the last few days. It was
stated in the Tory press that it was expccted
that Mr. Bruce would rise to the occasion
and use brute force in dealing with the
strikers. Of course, the only conclusion one
can come to is that those who criticised the
Government for not using brute force con-
sidered that brute force should have been
used. The Labour party does not stand for
brute force. Having quoted the opinion of
Mr. Piddington, and having set out br'efly
the attitude of the Government, I want to
state bricfly in conclusion the casze as I sum
it up—

1. The Commonwealth Deportation Act
is an Act vitally affecting the whole
of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

2. It is of such a nature that it is rea-
sonable to presuppose that its consti-
tutionality should be proved

3. In testing the constitutionality of a
Federal Act, action must, of course,
be taken to have its validity tested
in the High Court.

4. Such testing necessarily 1mcons the
expenditure of a considerabli- amount
of money.

5. As the Act is of so vital importance
as it involves a definite question of
State and Commonwealth rights, it
is considered that the testing of such
an Act is a matter of State concern.

6. It is therefore right that where the
State and Federal powers are in
question, the State should reason-
ably assist in the expenditure of
money to enable the Act to be tested,
and that a private citizen should not
be put to the whole burden of the
expenses.

That, in brief, is justification for my
Cabinet in agreeing to assist in the testing
of this important and far-reaching drastic
piece of legislation by co-operating with the
two other large States—New South Wales
and South Australia. The Government of
little Tasmania have expressed their sym-
pathy with the action of Mr. Lang, but
they have stated that they have not the
money to fight the case.

Mr. Corser: They gave no expression at
all.

The PREMIER: I make no apology for
what I have done in this matter. I would
like to refer hon. members opposite to what
their predecessors have done in the matter
of deportation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
do not use batons.

Mr. CorsER: You used rifles in the North

We
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The PREMIER: If there is one thing
more than another that hon, members oppo-
site ought to be ashamed of, it is the part
that their predecessors both in this country
and in Great Britain have played in the
matter of deportation. Some of the best
men in Great Britain were deported. 1
have an historic document in the Chief
Scecretary’s Cffice showing a list of men
deported sixty or seventy years ago. Many
of them were deported for offences such
as stealing a silk handkerchief, stealing
a fowl, and other trivial offences of that
kind. Some of these men had taken food
to save themselves from starvation. I might
refer particularly to the case of the *‘Six
Men of Dorset.” If there is one thing more
than another thai past Governments should
be ashamed of, it is the matter of deporta-
tion. That being so this Government, being
alive o the ill-treatment of men in days
gone by for trivial offences—for which the
men were deported—regard this question as
a serious matter, and, therefore, we are pre-
pared to test the validity of this Act in a

constitutional way., (Opposition interjec-
tions.)
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. Kerr: You have that word ‘ consti-
a 2 -

tutions on your hrain,

The PREMIER: I would like to remind
some of the hon. members opposite—because
their memory is very short, and unfortu-
nately the memory of other people is like-
wise short inasmuch as they forget the
details—of the crime that men were guilly
of in times gone by to justify their deporta-
tion, and to refer particularly to the ¢ Six
Men of Dorset.” These law-abiding men,
three of them Wesleyan local preachers,
were deported from Great Britain less than
one hundred years ago and sent out in chains
to Van Diemen’s land because they encour-
aged a meeting to protest against bread
made of corn ‘‘ tailings ”’ spread with cooked
turnips instead of butter, and combined to
ask a rise in wages of 1s. a week. 'L'his wae
in February, 1834, less than a century ago.
These “ Six Men of Dorset” were hauled
before a special magistrate to stand their
trial and to answer the charge, and they were
finally sent to Van Diemen’s land in chains
along with 200 other men, the majority of
whom died on the way out.

Mr. Krerso: Is this a primary school?
(Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: No, this is simply to
remind the hon. members of something of

Order!

which they should be reminded. These
men were described as  ‘ honest, indus-
trious, God-fearing working men,” Their
demand was for an extra shilling a
week, which threw the landlords into
a panic. The six men were arrested,
and willingly walked 7 miles to court. They

were brought before a magistrate, who was
a landowner, and were charged under a law
against mutiny framed for sailors only. The
judge charged the jury that “ if they did not
find these men guilty, they would forfeit the
opinicn of the grand jury.” They were
found guilty and sentenced, as I said, to
deportation to Van Diemen’s land. After a
number of years their case was taken up by
the papers and workers, Demonstrations
were held, and in one case a procession of
50,000 workmen, 7 miles in length, marched

[8 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 418

to the residence of the Prime Minister and
presented a large petition urging that these
men should be allowed to return home. We
do not want to see that state of affairs in
Australia. That is our justification for rais-
ing our protest and in assisting to test this
law, which we believe is unconstitutional.

GOVERNMENT  MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
(Opposition interjections.)
Mr. Crayrox: You will have to got

Theodore back.
Mr. WARREN {Murrumba): We have a

Public Works Commissicn which runs the
country into something like £2000 a year in
expenses, and which seems to be doing very
little work. Nearly two years ago that Com-
mission took cvidence In connection with
the proposed railway to Redcliffe. The Com-
mission admit, and everybody who knows the
district admits, the very great nccessity for
something being done to connect Redcliffe
with Brisbane by rail. I waited on the

previous Treasurer, and asked him to
grant  £500 to have soundings taken
of Hayes’'s Inlet and the Pine River,

preparatory to deciding upnn bridge con-
struction.  That £500 was not granted,
and all the work and trouble of the Com-
mission is hung up for the sake of that £500.

air thing that an

fair thing that
important work of this description should
be hung up after the Commission went to
all the trouble they did, and after the expen-
diture of a considerable amount of money,
all for the sake of £500. We candidly admit
that money is scarce, but surely the Govern-
ment are not so bankrupt that they cannot
find £500 to finalise this work?

Our Public Service Gommission are con-
tinually inspecting different places, and the
same sort of thing is happening all over the
country. Is it possible that the Government
cannot see that the money expended on this
Commission_is being absolutely wasted? A
place like Redcliffe is being shut off from
communication with the city through the
meanness of the Government in not pro-
viding this £500. It is absolutely scandalous
that nothing is done. The Commission are
desirous of furnishing their report, but they
cannot do anything until they know approxi-
mately what the cost of the bridee will be.
and that informati~n cannot he secured until
they obtain this £500 to take the necessary
soundings. The Commission recognise the
necessity of such a railway, because some of
the members of the Commission bave
expressed the opinion that there is urgent
need of railway connection between Redecliffe
and Brisbane. Redcliffe is languishing
because it is without that railway conncction,
and I ask the Treasurer %o consider this
matter very seriously.

Another maiter upon which I desire t
speak is the Agricultural Bank. All country
people are very seriously inconvenierced b
the niggardly administration of the Agricul-
tural Bank. T do not wish to convey such
an idea; but if the management instructed
1ts inspectors to undervalue land so thet it
would not he compelled to advance mones.
matters could not be in a worse position.
The necessity for assisting farmers is one of
the most urgent matters in connecticn with
land sottlement. Tf the Goverrment do not
liberalise this institution, a serious loss will
take place. Not only is it hard to get money
from the Agricultural Bank, but the advarces
are slow in coming. We know perfectly
well that if the Government act in a libera;

Mr. Warren.]

ask whether it is a
1 ask wnaether 1t 13 o
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manner with this Bank, there will be a cer-
‘tain amount of loss. I cand'dly admit that.
There is no doubt that a bank of this deserip-
tion eannot be run without a crrtain amount
of los. Wherever a bank has been instituted
to advance money to settlers. it has been
made, not for commercial gain, but so that
prozress may tke place in settling the
country. In furthering the interests of
settlers, it way be that there will be a loss
T have no doubt there is a certain amount of
Joss at the present time:; but the small loss
that has been incurred in encouraging settle-
ment in Quecnsland proves cenclusively that
the bank is acting in a mesn manncr, and
is not sufficiently liberal in its treatment of
the man on the land. I am _cortinually
getting reports that the bank is trving to
force people to pay up their inferest on a
threat of foreclosure. In some cases the
land is ¢o poor that it is impossible for the
settlers to make a living, and the 8 cretary
for Public Lands should scriously consider
the question of a resurvey of farm lands.
There are tco many wmen In Cueecsland
wasting their encrgy on land that is akso-
Jutely useless. That energy could be put to
o better use. Not only does that apply to
soldier scttlers, but also to ordinary settlers.
The Government would be doing a wise thing
if they had a resurvey made of all farm
jands. It has been said that it would be
too expensive to remove these people to
other land. That has been said particularly
in regard to soldier settlements; but it would
be far cheaper to remove these people to
other land than to leave them where they
are. 1f that were done, the energy that
these people are wastiug on unproductive
land would be far better used on land that
would produce something. The Government
are making a serious mistake in not having
a resurvey of farm lands. A vosurvey of farn
lands at one time was seriously advocated
by all members of countrv constituencies,
and it is about time the Government under-
took this work. If the bank is to be of any
use, it will have to be more {iberal.

Mr. W. Cooper: What about the private
banks?

Mr. WARREN : T am not dealing with the
trading banks. The Government have created
the Agricultural Bank to do something that
the private banks cannot do.

Mr. W. CoopEr: It is doing it.

Mr. WARREN: It is not doing it; it is
absolutely tinkering with the matter. If the
Government are going to increase settlement
under modern conditions, they will have to
advance a reasonable amount to scttlers. 1
know that a certain amount of caution must
be used.

Mr. W. CoorEr: The Agricultural Bank
js advaneing money at a rore reasonable
rate than the ordinary private banks.

Mr. WARREN: No, it is not advanec-
ing any money. because it wil. not take
over a mortgage held by a private bank.
The hon. member wants to have his argu-
ment both ways. If a commercial institu-
tion has lent £300 on a piece of land, it will
certainly be worth that amount; but in
many cases in our coastal d'stricts where
a private bank h-s lent money the Govern-
ment have refused to make a loan to liqui-
date the debt. Through their inspectors they
say that the value 1s not there. I would
point out the great loss a man suffers who
has his land undervalued in that way. We
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know that over-capitalisrdxland is riot good
from a productive point of view, bocause
the man who is working the land has to
make so much more profit to make it pay.
In the North Coast istrict there ar~ places
where land has gone up to over £100 an
acre, and the interest on the capital involved
is altogether too high to make jt profit-
able unless it is extremely grod land. We
do not agree with the over-cpitalisation of
land: 1t is not a wise thing from the
farmer’s po'nt of view, and one of our
trovbles to-day is that our farms are over-
capitalised. Generally speaking. the land is
mt at too high a value; but the diTerence
between the valuation of the Agricultural
Bank and the normal value is too small
altogether. I do not advocate over-valuation,
but it is absolutely essential for the Agri-
cultural Bank to give a fair valuation. We
do not want the bank to-advance money on
poor country. We admit that thees are
reople holding land along our coastline on
which they can never m~k~ ~ livirg- the
living they are making is not from the land.
Where they are not able to get a 'iving
from the land we do not ask the Govern-
ment. through the Agricultural Bank, to be
liberal: but we say that the Government are
not sufficiently liberal where the land is of
good quality.

The hon. member for Enoggera referred
to the failure of the soldier settlements, and
it is regrettable that so much money has been
thrown away and settlement hampered.
These men have had their hearts’ blood
squeezed out of them through the mistake of
the Department of Public Lands. I give
the Minister credit for facing the situntion
as he is doing at the present time, and I
hope he will succeed in putting these men
on good land: but, as the hon. member for
Enoggera asked, why was this not done
before? Why are men allowed to eke out
an existence on soil which will not produce
sufficiently ?

Mr. W. Coorer: The Commonwecalth Land

Settlemnent Committee thought it was
splendid country.
Mr. WARREN: They might honestly

have made a mistake, But we do not accept
their decision, nor do the Government accept
their decision, but they admit now that the
land is absolutely useless. They are taking
the men off this land and oFering other land
at Gympie and other places, which proves
conclusively that not only were the Com-
mittee wrong and did not know what they
were talking about, but that the Govern-
ment have come to the conclusion that they
did not know what they were talking nbout.
They have now tried to rectify the evil, but
are they taking sufficiently drastic action
to remedy it? Should not these men who
have been misled by the so-called experts
and by the Department of Public Lands be
compensated ?

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango): 'There are
many grievances which 1 have to charge to
the administration of the present Govern-
ment, but one of the most important is the
ever-increasing taxation which is continually
being imposed on those people who are
expected to carry the heaviest brden in the

development of our State. Mem-

[2 p.m.] bers of the Opposition from time

to time have pointed out the
foolishness of increasing tavation on the
primary producers, who are also bearing the
burden of increased prices and increased
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wages. As I have frequently pointed out,
ihe burden of taxation on the man on the
land. directly and indireetly, is becoming too

grear, in proof of which we have instances
of people leaving the land and coming into
the large centres of population. We have

5 the evidence given by hon. members
this morning in vegard to soldier settlement.
These settlers were put on to the land at a
heavy cost to the State, although most of the
money was found by the Commonwealth,
aizd 1 do not think there is an hon. gentle-
man on the front Government bench who
would say that soldier settlement in Queens-
land bas been a success. A large amount of
ronury has been expended, yet to-day we find
the settlers at Coominya and Beerburrum
feaving the land to a man. Nevertheless the
Premier gets up in his place and tells the
people of Queensland that soldier settlement
in Queensland has been a greater success
than in any other part of the Common-
wealth. One has not to go into details or
fiznres to prove beyond doubt that it cannot
be s=o: it is sufficient to mention thess two
important settloments, which the soldiers
Tiave entirely abandoned. Although large
sums of money have been expended there,
to-day the land has practically gone back to
its wild state. Even many of the soldiers
‘. on the land in other settlements are
carrying too great a proportion of taxation.
it is tme the Secretary for Public Lands
went into the question again to see whether
it is not possible to reduce the rent which 1s
demanded by the Government from soldiers
who remain on the land. If we can possibly
keep these settlers on the land under condi-
tions tending to the full development of
tueir holdings, then we shall be assisting the
State materially by preserving not only the
ratural channels of revenue but also the
channels  through which w¢ can obtain
i:reased wealth, It must be clear to every-
one who gives any study to the question at
all that the primary producers of this State
¢arry the burden of taxation to a very large
extent, In proof of that let me quote busi-
ness or manufacturing concerns. When any
taxation by way of rent or rates is imposed
on manufacturing concerns they naturally
pass it on to the public; and, if the public
s & wage-earning publie, they with their
right of access fo the Arbitration Court
wpproach that Court for an increase in wages
based on the increased cost of living., In
ost caser they arc successful in obtaining
an increase in their wages. When the effect
comes back to the primary producer the
question then is to whom shall he pass it
on. It has been proved beyond any doubt
that the primary producers pay not only the
direct taxes but many indirect taxes that are
imposed. The increase in railway fares and
freights imposed by this Government has hit
the primary producers more than any other
citizens in the Commonwealth.

Just recently the Premier made a speech
in this House during which he stated that
the primary producers of this State pay
taxation only to the extent of something like
©78,000 per annum. Whether the Premier
intended to mislead this House or whether
he had been misled I do not know, but the
figures I have obtained prove conclusively
that the primary producers pay no less than
£700,000 per annum in taxation in this State.
When the Premier was taken to task by the
*“ Telegraph ” he tried to extricate himself
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by stating that he quoted the taxation’ paid
by farmers and not the taxation paid by
graziers and pastoralists, as he did not con-
stder graziers and pastoralists were primary
producers. Has anyoue ever heard a more
foolish statement? Ilow can it be contended
that the farmers are primary producers and
that graziers and pastoralists are not primary
producers? That was a statement made by
the Premier, who holds the highest adminis-
trative office in Queensland, and because of
that fact he should rise in his place in the
House and apologise to the House for
having made such a rash and loose state-
ment.

An amending Bill was passed last session
giving the Secrctary for Public Lands addi-
tional powers in conncction with the transfer
of leases. Those powers were greatly in
excess of those which any Minister possessed
in the past. In fact, I am justified in saying
that the Minister has the !ast word in the
transfer or the extersion of leasehold lands
throughout the State. That power is too
great to invest in any one man. There should
be some board to which an appeal can be
made. Cases have come under the notice of
representatives of countey clectorates from
time to time where holders of agricultural
farm lands have to submit to the Minis-
ter an offer for the sale of a farm before
a transfer can be granted. Instances have
also come under my notice where the Minis-
ter has refused to sanction the transfer. 1
have known of instances where the father of
growing bovs, who have to scme extent been
squeczed off the holding, has wished to pur-
chase a neighbour’s property. and on sub-
mitting the transfer to the Minister for his
sanction has had the sanction withheld. The
Minister has said that if a farmer wishes to
purchase a piece of land for his son, he
should sec the land is put in the son’s name.
1t is a well-known fact that few men on the
land to-day hove the capital at their disposal
to purchase a neighbeur’s farm, and in conse-
quence have to resort to the financial institu-
tions for help. That help would not be
obtainable if the securitv was not produced.
The scttler has, therefore, been compelled to
stand behind his son end furnish the necessary
security until the son is in a position to carry
on himself. When transfers of that descrip-
tion have been submitted to the Minister he
has time aud again turned them down. 1
maintain that the Minister by doing so is not
only preventing the development of the State
but is hindering capital being brought into
the State, and we all are cognisant of the
need of capital for the development of the
primary producing areas. Cases have also
been brought under my notice where diffi-
culties of all sorts have been put in the way
of men holding agricultural farms on per-
petual lease, who desire to sell for health
reasons. From time to time they have sub-
mitted the proposed transfer to the Secretary
for Public Lands, and are put to much trouble
and sometimes are refused, and have not
been able to make a sale. Neither the
Secretary for Public Lands nor the other
members of the Cabinet have had prac-
tical experience in the working of the
land, and consequently do not realise the
seriousness of this question in connection with
the development of the primnary producing
areas. It has this effect : If a person requires
assistance from a financial institution on an
agricultural farm, he cannot obtain it
under the present Land Act. For this reason,

My, Edwards.]
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when the matter comes before the Minister
if those men fail, the chances are that the
Government will forfeit the arca and the
security will be gone.

I shall now say a few words in connection
with the running of late trains, and the way
in which rolling-stock has been conducted
in the primary producing areas for a number
of years. It is well known that stockowners
have applied to the Railway Department
for trucks time after time in order that
ther might truck their cattle to the markets,
and their applications have been turned
c’own the excuse being that rolling-stock

as not available. In some cases primary
plOduCOL have had to order their trucks
two and three months ahead. Anyone know-
ing anything about the removal of stock
knows what a hardship that is. In three
months that stock may not be in a, it
condition to truck. The people of Queens-
land must realise the conditions under which
we are labouring to-day. Those conditions
should not be in existence, because for many
years advice has been tendered from the
Opposn‘ou benches pointing out the difficul-
ties and the methods bx which those difficul-
ties could be overcome, but no effort was
mads by the present (Government to alter
the conditions until we had the unfortunate
accident at Traveston, which seemed to make
‘the Government sit up and take notice.

We are now asked to pass something like
£2,000,000 for the purpcse of putting our
rolhng stock into order and of attending to
our defective railway system. Had the
advice of the Oppesition in days gone by
been taken we would not have imposed such
hardships on the primary producer in the
first place, nor would we have our rolling-
stock in the condition it is in to-day.

There 1s another
ment

matter which the Govern-
should take seriously into considera-
tion, and one which has been brought up
timme and agnrin by hon. members on this
side of the Mouse. It is a questicn upon
which it is said tihe Government are focling
the working class.  Much has been zaid
about the huge cost entailed in the building
of homes for workers in country districrs
and other places in Queensland. It is a well-
knosn face that to-day the price of timber
at the stump is greater than it was, sawn
up, at the mill m 1914, Time after time
the Government have put it up to the workers

that they are doing everything in their
power in the matter of housing those
workers. The Government do not tell them

from the platform that through thelr im-
position of this excessive royalty on timber
the workers are paying the extira cost and
additional taxation when they require suf-
ficient timber to build their homes. These
things all have the onc tendency in connec-
tion with the «development of our State.
First of all, if we do not give the primary
producer the consideration that he should
receive, the freedom and the confidence that
is necessary to help him in the development
of his holding. if we do not give every con-
sideration and assistance to prnate capital
to be expended freely within our State, we
cannot possibly expect our secondary indus-
tries to be developed and a home market
created for our primary products, We can
safely say, as proved by statistics to-day,
that our primary products have assisted to
build up the other States of Australia. At
the present time our hides and other pri-
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mary products are sent from Queensland to
the Southern States to be manufactured, and
we have to pay an enormous cost to bun;,
back the manufactured article to Quecensiand.

It has been noted from time to time that
it is quite impossible for our North Coast
Ratlway—particularly from Gympie down to
Brisbane—to carry the traffic that is coming
from the North since the line has been opened
to Townsville. The suggestion has been made
in this House over and over again by myself’
and other hon. members that a large amount
of that traffic could be diverted from the Norih
Coast line to the Brisbane Valley line if the
link of 14 miles between Nanango and Yarra-
man Creck were constructed. That would
help to prevent the confusion in connection
with the working of the line from Gympie
downwards, and would create greater safety
fur tra \0][(\1‘% and produce on that line. I
hope the Government this session will take
into consideration the advice given by mem-
bers on this SIde of the House from time to
time and also by the Public Works Commis-
sion in connection with the building of that
link, and will see that greater facilities are
gixen to the producers in that area and also
along the North Coast Railway by construct-
ing that link.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : The Premier rose
to defend himself against the attacks of the
Opyposzition.

Mr. Dasu: No, he did not.

Mr. CORSER: He rose to defend himself
snd his party against the attacks of the
Opposition.

Mr. Dasa: No.

Yr. CORSER: I agree with the hon. mea-
ber that he did not do it. The silence of
members of the Government party indicates
that the statements that have been made by
members of the Opposition not only carry an
amount of weight, but are true, and members
of the Government know it. Hon. members
oppesite know that they are being hit very
hard by the statements that have cmanated
from members of the Opposition. I want to
zav, and say very seriously, that the Premier’s
defence of his determination to find funds
to defond Mr., Walsh’s actions against the
T'ederal authorities was certainly a very poor
one. The Premier attempted to justify his
determination to spend State funds to assist
My, Walsh to defeat the laws of the Common-
wealth and to prevent those laws from operat-
ing. If the Premier had half the backbone
and haif the interest in his country that the
Premiers of Western Australia, Tasmania, and
Victoria have, then we would find that thas
Premier of this State would be truthful in

»ving that the funds of Queensiand belong
o the people of Queensland, and that there
are many directions in which they coull
be expended beneficially in this State.
Every week in our country districts farmers
are being driven. from their homes because
they cannot pay some little interest which
they owe in connection with the mortgage on
their farms. The policy of the Government is
to drive all these people with their familivs
from their farms and take from them the
capital which they have gained, without
caring what they may do afterwards. These
people in our own State have been taxed
to such an extent under a Labour Govern-
ment that it is impossible for them to
make good. They are not considered when
State funds are being appropriated; they are
not considered when funds are apploprxated
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or misappropriated for purposes. which are
not just or legal. The Government or their
supporters do not urge that these peopie
should be supported from some fund in order
to help them under such stress of circum-
stances; there is nothing to be done for them !
But contrast the action of the Government
towards imported and foreign enemies of Aus-
tralia and the Emnuo——enomles of the system
that we support—enemies of Christianity
—people who openly boast that they are out
against the capitalistic system—the system
which we hold to be the only system under
which a Christian nation can exist! These
people come here and claim to be the dictators
of the Commonwealth, and they would e\plmt
every avenue in trying to subvert the things
which are essential to the welfare of Australia.
Whether they operate with the funds at their
disposal, as thex have done in connection with
the Chinese revolution, or whether they hold
up the shipping of the Empirc and the trade
of the Commonwealth of Australia, it matters
not: thev are just the same the encmies of
the Empire, of Christianity, and of the systemn
under which we live. The whole of that
revolution to-day is centred behind a man
who is known in this country as Walsh. Hon.
members opposite know it. They know what
these advanced socialistic revolutionarics say;
and they know that they have to take action
just because there is a populdr cry that a poor
individual is not able to look after himself.
Tt is not a matter of Mr. Walsh being driven
from the shores of Australia, but of being
driven to his own home from a country 1o
which he does not belong, and which does not
want him. Those are the things which are
hidden and not expressed by our weak-kneed
Premier when he tells the Premier of New
South Wales that he is prepared to help this
pocr individual and his second in (halge
We know perfectly well that Walsh and
Johannsen have access to funds. Does the
hon. member for Bowen stand for the same
principles that My, Walsh doeos?

Mr. Corrixns: So long as he stands for right
I stand behind him.

Mr. CORSER : Who is to say what right is?
Do the British Trade Unions not know what
is right and what is wrong? They claim
that this man is wrong; vet we have the hon.
meamber for Bowen, who essayed to be ths
leader of the House, saying to-day that he 13
af.mdmg in support of this man{ We know
that 3Ir. Havelock Wilson, the leader of the
Seamen’s Union of Great Britain, is a man
who has donc more to build up the cause of
the workers in the Empire than any man
who has ever graced this Chamber with his
prescnee, and can show a life-long service in
the interests of the class for whom he has
worked and for the Empire. That gentleman
knows whether it is a just and a right cause.
He claims that the strike is illegal, and that
Mr. Walsh has acted against the best interests
of the British seamen.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Why not
try him in an Australian Court?

Mr. CORSER: Why not try him in an
Australian Court? Listen to the Secretary
for Public Works ! Why do the Government
not always try people in Australian Courts?
Why did they, during the Townsville strike,
promise the workers that thev would secure
a judge from New Zealand? (Opposition
laughter.) Now they ask for trial in an
Australian Court! They never accomplished
what they promised to do then. They pro-
mised a New Zealand judge, but they could
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not get one. They told the workers then
that they were going to do certain things—

and 1t was after they had brought
[2.30 p.m.] out the guns that they were not

able to fulfil them. Let the hon.
gentleman pay attention to what I have to
say without trying to draw me into paths
where angels fear to tread. (Laughter.) The
Prentier quoted ancient history! He went
away back to some regulations framed to
prevent Canute the Dane from landing in
Britain, and he tried to make the Opposition
responsible for Canuta’s arrival. He per-
haps did not go quite so far back as that,
but his argument was just as sensible. He
tried to make us responsible for something
that somebody had told him and asked him
to repeat to-day. Tt must be remembered—
and if there is one true statement of the
Premier it is this—that the people should
decide what should be done with these men

My, Cornixs: Poor old Tom Walsh!

Mr, CORSER: Poor old Tom Walsh!
Mr. Coruins: He is a British subject.

Mr. CORSER: He would not admit that.
We must remember that he is getting what
the people are giving to him. Ile has to
stand up now °md talke what is decided on
for him by the people. We have a people’s
Government; we have democratic institu-
tions; we have a Parliament which is elected
by the puoplp, and, if Parliament decides
that a certain course shall be adopted and
that a certain Act shall be passed, then the
people arce responsible—not a section of the
people—as we had a section dictating to
Ministers not so very long ago.

Mr. Cornins: He is one man.

Mr. CORSER: One man can create very
many revolutions. e can stir up a great
amount of strife. Ile can appeal to the
unthinking. He has power to prevent them
from getting work. He can use this power
as an instrument against justice, as this same
individual has done on very many occasions.
We are adopting the very same principle in
taliing moncy from our coffers to flout the
laws of the Clommonwealth. Would 1t be a
good thing if on another occasion a Socialist-
Bolshevik Government were in power in the
Commonwealth and a Countrv-Progressive
GGovernment in power in this State and we
here devoted the people’s money to try to
defeat the determination of the Socialistic
Gorernment in the Federal sphere? We
would ~ooner achieve our ends by the will
of the people than follow the precedent which
iz being established or will be established
if the Premier gets his own way in this
vegard. ITow would it be if the Common-
woalth interfered with the statutes of the
laws of this State. which is supposed to be
ruled by the Premier?

My, Bruce: Thev did on the conscription
issue,  They interfered with this Govern-
ment.

Mr, CORSER : This Government attempted
to interfere with them in regard to the
censorship. On that occasion the State Go-
vernment flouted the law. (Governmeni
laughter.)

Mr., Brrce: What about the Government
Printing Office ?

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members know per-
fectly well that the Commonwealth laws in
regard to the matter operated throughout the
Commonwealth. There was an attempt by

Mr. Corserd
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this Government to fiout the Commonwealth
law. The Defence Act said that in the
interests of Australia such and such should be
done, and the Commonwealth had to take
such action as was in accordance with the
law.

Mr. Frrricks : The Defence Act said noth-
ing of the kind.

Mr. CORSER : In the defence of the Com-
monwealth the Commonwealth Government
had to take certain action, and they acted
wisely. That was done under the War Pre-
cautions Act. What would be the position
if the Commonwealth Government were %o
attempt to do something against our statutes?
We know that some of our own statutes are
severer than the statutes of the Common-
wealth, against which the Government are
complaining at the present time. Certainly,
sending a man from his home is not as bad
as the death sentence or imprisonment for
life.

Mr, Bruce: Does the hon. member know
that capital punishmant has been abolished
in Queensland ¢

Mr., CORSER: I said *or imprisonment
for life.”
Mr. Brrucg: The hon. member said the

death sentence.

Mr. CORSER: 1 said either the death
sentence or imprisonment for life. The
statute reads *‘ death,” but thiz Government
abolished it for fear that some of its members
might be executed. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIURE: Did the
hon. member say that this Government had
abolished death?

3r. CORSER: The Government averted
their own death by giving way last week.

Mr. Brree: The only thing we have killed
is the Legislative Counecil.

Mr. CORSER: And that was killed in
spite of the fact that the people said it should
remain in existence. The DPremier of the
day contended that the matter should be
submitted to a referendum, and the people
decided that the Legislative Council should
remain.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CORSER : I complain of the opinion
of the people being ignored and the Council
being abolished.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
the hon. member try to restore it?

Mr. CORSER: When it is our business to
adjudicate on that matter we will let vou
know. (Laughter.)

Mr. Bruce: Then we shall never know.

Mr. CORSER : You still have your Upper
House on the top of the hill. Section 37
of the Criminal Code, under the heading of
¢ Offences against Public Order, Treason, and
other Offences against the Sovereign’s Person
and Authority ”” provides—

‘“ Any person who levies war

against the Sovereign ;

In order by force or constraint to com-
pel the Sovereign te change her
measures or counsels, or in order to put
any force or constraint upon, or in order
to intimidate or overawe, any House
of Parliament or any of Her Majesty's
Dominions . ’

[Mr. Corser,
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i3 guilty of a crime, which is called
treason, and is Hable to the punishment
of death.”

Mr. Brrce: What Act are you quoting ?

3Ir. CORSER: I am quoting the Criminal
(Code¢, Part IL.

Mr. Brucg: Does *‘ Her Majesty  refer
t> Queen Anne?

Mr. CORSER : It is the present law which
is supposed to be administered by the pro-
sent (overnment, If anything is wunjust,
that is quite as unjust as any Commonwealth
enactment, according to the reasoning of
hon. members opposite. I claim that it is far
more severe. Just imagine the Common-
wealth Government saying that certain people
should be defended by Commonwealth
money !

Mr. Dasm: Why not try them under the
Criminal Code?

Mre. CORSER : For the benefit of the hon.
member, 1 want to inform him that the
Criminal Code 1s a State law, and that the
cffence alleged is one against the Constitution
of the Commonwealth, and it is possible for
the offence to apply to more than one State.

My. BrUcE: It is class legislation.

Mir. CORSER: I do not think it 1s.
Mr. Brreg: Ir is used for only one crowd.

Mr. CORSER: Is not the Criminal Code
class legislation against a particular class—

the eriminal class?

The Prewier: We do not say
class 77; we say * Tory class.”

Mr. CORSER: Because that is the only
shing on the hon. gentleman’s mind.

Mr. CosterLo: Tim Moroney was on his
chest last week. (Lnughter.)

Mr. CORSER : The Premier classes every-
body as ** Tory 7 except those who vote for
his party.

Mr., Bruce: Including the Opposition.

Mr. CORSER: They do not often vote
with the Government. The hon. member
for Kennedy voted both ways when the
strike was before his party last week.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I ask
the hon. member 1o address the Chair.

Mr. CORSER : Any reasonable man must
conclude that the Government, in providing
funds to defend men like Walsh and others,
are either associating with this extreme sec-
tion or are afraid to resist it.

(eposrrioN MewmBERs : Hear, hear !

Mr. CORSER : The policy of this extreme
section is set out in the following words in
¢ The International Socialist” of 2nd August
last—

“There can be no peace until the
capitalistic system of production is
abolished, and there is one class—the
working class—owning, controlling, and
operating the fields, factories, and the
workshops.”

““ eriminal

The Covernment are setting aside money
to assist the heads of an organisation which
is seeking to bring that policy into being.
The money will be expended 1n support of
such extreme movements as were indicated
by the banners displayed in the procession
in Brisbane on Labour Day. The Secretary
for Public Works, the Secretary for Publie
Lands, the Secretary for Agriculture, and
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the leader of the Federal Labour Party
marched behind those banners. Their action
showed one of two things—either they were
afraid not to participate in the procession
or they were part of the people taking part
in it. That procession showed by the inscrip-
tions on the banners that the Labour move-
ment was being ‘‘ white-anted” by dangerous
extremists who live amongst us, and there
is no more dangerous man than he who bhas
been so frequently referred to to-day. The
“Daily Mail” of 5th May last recorded
that onc of the banners bore the inscription
“Long Live Soviet Russia!” {Government
laughter.)  The hon. member for Bowen
may laugh, but he cannot dispel what is
inmost in his mind. He may deceive some
of the people some of the time, but he can-
not deceive all the people all the time.
“ Spread the Way of Revolution” was
another emblem in front of which the hon.
gentlemen I just referred to marched.
Another inscription on the banners was
‘“ Peaceful Revolution.” That is the secur-
ing of the property of the people by peaceful
methods—the industries from the owners and
the farms from the farmers. Those peaceful
methods include the taxing of these people
out of existence and making conditions so
impossible for them to work under that their
properties will revert back to the Crown.
Another inscription was “ Workers of the
World Unite! You have nothing to lose but
your chains. You have the world to gain.”
The poor workers! And a Labour Govern-
ment is in power !

Mr. Bruce: That was their watch chains.
‘“Unite to see that they were not pinched.”

Mr. CORSER: They took care to see that
the hon. member was not there,

Mr. Brece: I was there.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

My, CORSER: No doubt that is the reason
why you do not wish to see criminals
deported.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
must not mske irrelevant remarks and so

- encourage disorderly interjections.

Mr. CORSER: I shall endeavour to obey
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, but the interjec-
tion was disorderly and came first.

The SPEAKER: Ovder!

~ Mr. CORSER: Another banner bore this
inseription, “ Our immediate objective is six
heurs a day, five days a week.” We shall
have another revolution before long. One
hears people proclaim a 44-hour week, yet
we find these people marching in the proces-
sion with a banner inseribed like that. Even
the Premier did not pretend to explain the
anomaly. The hon. gentleman will probably
want his money to defend himself against
those claims very shortly, yet he sends it
along to defend Johannsen and Walsh. The
hon. gentleman may need it for many others

of his extremie wing who may get into
trouble,
Another banner vead, ¢ The world’s

greatest need is Socialism.” Vet we find in
this State that any industry the Government
have brought under the banner of Socialism
has been a failure up to the present time!
When the cotton people were being asked by
the British-Australian Cotton Association to
take over huge and unnecessary ginneries,
the Premier and his Government did what
they could to encourage the primary pro-
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ducer to take over those ginneries; they
did not suggest that they should socialise
the ginneries. Oh, no! They were not going
to nationalise the ginneries that were built!
The Premier himself said at the delegation
which he met in Sydner that there were to
be no more State enterprises. When it was
to the advantage of the farmer to have Go-
vernment funds found to buy him something
he was. refused those funds. No more State
enterprises ; no meney for him! The money
had to be left there to defend Mr. Walsh
and other breakers of British laws, and dis-
twrbers of the peace and freedom which the
British Aag gives us. Money would be found
for them, but not for any beneficial purpose
to aid the primary producer.

With all that we gather from this inter-
national «ocialism propaganda, what does the
future promise ws if we have a Premier who
is not prepared to take his stand as the leader
of the people and the State against these
far-advanced. extreme measures that are
Sninr worked up against us, that are being
handed ot to the people each day—msasures
that are out to dostroy cur system and to
damage the future possibility of the develop-
ment ¢f our industries? The Premier cares
not for the future so long as he is in office
and is providing for himself and conserving
the seats of his Ministers.

First of all we have our returned soldiers
to think of, and we know that the soldier
sottlements throughout Quecnsland have been
failures. The returned soldier settlers should
have liberal and fair treatment. What did
the Premicr say to-day? He endeavoured
to defend the action of the Government in
their teeatment of “the returned soldiers,
whess we know that the treatment of our
roturned soldier settlers in this State is
wovse than that meted out to the returned
soldier scttlers in any other State of the
Cowmmonwealth,  The hon. gentleman used
the argument that the hon. member for
Windsor had stated on one ocecasion that the
policy of the Government was a generous
ona, The Premier used that to defend him-
<olf snd his Government against the obstacles
they have nlaced in the path of the returned
zoldier sottlers in this State. The hon. mem-
ber for Windsor has heen criticised through-
out Queensland bv Tabonr members, who
iave teld the people that the hon. member is
one of the membors of the Opmosition who
are out tn do all they can against the farmer
and his interests, and who would not allow
the farmer to succeed if he had the chance
to do #0.

Mr. Dasu: When did you tell them that?

Mr. CORSER: That is what you people
tell the electors at election time.

The SPRAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not in order in referring to hon.
members on the Government side as “‘ you
people.”

Mr. CORSER: The Government on all
occasions preach that doctrine to the electors
of the State; yet. when they had to take
one man from this side in 1916 or 1917 to
place on the board appointed to select land
for returned soldiers, they appointed the
hon. member for Windsor and not a member
of the Country party, and now, in defence
of their actions, they usc the statement made

by the hon. member for Windsor in
1917, which we stated at the time
was not correct.  Although our state-

ment has since been borne out by facts, they

Mr. Corser.]
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still use the statement by the hon. member
for Windsor in defence of the rotten policy
the soldiers have had to sutfer under. Never
mind what the hon. member for Windsor
said, let us see what the soldiers themselves
sav! I have here a letter from the Com-
mittee of the Mutual Protection Association,
Beerburrum. It is signed by Mr. J. T.
MeDermott, hon. secretary, Beerburrum, and
is dated 18th February, 1925—not 1917—
before they knew what it was to settle on
land under a Labour Government with per-
petvual leases. This is what Mr. McDermott
said—

“QOut of 500 odd settlers taking
up portions on Beerburrum, Elimbah,
and CGlass House Mountains, at present
only 175 or less remain. The majority
of these, bucyed up by the hope that
Mr. McCormack meant what he said
when he became Minister for Lands,
‘ that settlers on unsuitable arecas would
be transferred and would get a fair and
just deal,” are now, in plain English,
down and out.”’

Who is right? The statement of the hon.
member for Windsor referred to by the
Premicer in defence of his policy. or the
statemment of Mr. McDermott, secretary of
the Mutual Protection Association of Beer-
burrum ? What does he state in conclusion—

“If the Government admit, which
they do, that the scitler could not pay
his interest in the past, then bow will
he be able to pay in the future, for even
now the majority of the farms are
going Dback, and very few farms—if

do not suffer from various plant
diseases, The whole fault of the
calamity is the poor soil. Nothing will
grow with prospects of commercial suc-
cess.”’
Mr. Dasa: Are the (Covernment respon-
sible for the poor soil?

Mr. CORSER: Yes, because the Govern-
ment kept from the soldiers suitable soil,
and gave them the poor soils round the
metropolis and in other areas—salt marshes
that would grow only" inferior crops, and

land that had to be fertilised for the very -

first crop.

. Mr. Dasn: When we sent arsenic you said
it was no good.

Myr. CORSER: It was no good to kill the
pear—it might assist the pear to grow. Mr.
McDermott further said—

“ We humbly beg for your perusal the
enclosed remedy and solicit your help
in hoping to attain same.”

That is the statement of the soldiers them-
selves. That speaks louder than any plati-
tudes that may be uttered by the Premier
in defence of this rotten policy. The Go-
vernment made poor land available for the
soldier, and sent their unemployed to clear
the land at a cost of £20 to £25 an acre.
They cleared 4 acres of it, so that when the
soldier got there he was indebted to the
extent of £100. He had 4 acres of poor
land that had been stumped, and was
indebted to the extent of £100. He had to
build a home and buy his timber at the
very highest price from the State sawmill.
He had to build his fences and find a place
to keep a cow, because the land would not
keep one. He had only 20 acres, and he
could borrow £625, of which this Government
did not find one penny. The Common-
wealth found the lot. I raised this question

[My. Corser.
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in 1917. 1 said at the time that the soldier
should not get less than an ordinary settler.
The then Premier, Mr. Theodore, said they
could secure the £1,200 as well. Beyond
the £625 they have never secured one shil-
ling. and I have letters from the Agricul-
wural Bank which show that. when the £625
was exhausted, there were no further funds
available from the Agricultural Bank or the
State Advances Corporation to assist these
soldiers. .

Compare that with New South Wales!
There they could secure the whole of the
silvance which was possible to an ordinary
settlor.  They secured their £625, and
through a eccmmittee in the distriet they
eould Inspect any farm for sale up to £3,000,
The local committec would be asked to report
on ii. Experts from the department would
inspect the farm, and if a beautiful lucerne
proj=rty. valued at £2.000, was considered
worth the money by the two authorities,
money would be advanced to the soldier to
\:zr the farnmt on forty-year terms. That was
under  the New South Wales Liberal
Administration. The soldier also secured the
£625 made available by the Commonwealth.
Our Labour Government did nothing for tho
soldier bhut give them poor land. They left
the soldiers to starve on it, and refused to
zive them an advance from our own Trust
Fundis.

In our State the ordinary settler is having
a bad time with regard to advances. In
connection with workers’ homes in the cities,
993 worker: have sccured loans amounting to
£399.020 for the erection of homes, while
2.321 settlers throughout Queensliand applied
for advances. and secured loans amounting
to £343.000. How can we expect our primary
industries to develop under such conditions?
We realise that farms can only be built up
with the assistance of money, which is more
than cver essential to-day when the cost of
living is so much greater and our implements
have gone up threefold in price owing to the
protective duties which have been imposed in
the interests of Australian industry. Is it
not necessary to have considerably more
moncy advanced to our producers than to
city workers? I do not say one word
against the policy which provides homes
for city workers. The Workers’ Dweilings
Act was brought into existence ' Dbefore
Labour came into power, and it was opposed
by Labour. If £500 is essential to build a
city worker’s home, we need £600 or £800
to give a farmer a home in the country.
You do not want to give him only one-
third of what a home will cost in the city.
Tntil we realise these things we are net
going to get very far.

The Premier said the Opposition blamed
the Government for having helped the
farmer. The Government have not helped
the farmer, and all the legislation on the
statute-book is against his interests. I have
here a copy of a resolution passed at a
special meeting of the Gooburrum Local
Producers’ Association on 2Ilst May, 1925.
These associations are asked to make sugges-
tions for the initiation of legislation, and
told that their requests will be listened to.
The resolution reads—

“That this meeting of the Gooburrum
branch of the ILocal Producers’ Associa-
tion enters an emphatic protest against
the present method of raising revenue
for the upkeep of the hospitals, on the
ground that 1ts incidence is unfair to
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the man on the land, and is in effect a
class tax. This meeting suggosts that
the upkeep of the hospitals and the
ambulances is a fair charge on the carn-
ings of every individual in Queensfana,
and should be levied in the same

mauner as the iIncomer tax.”
The Gooburrum Local Producers’ Association
is only one of many which have unanimously
carried resolutions to the effect that all
persons receiving the basic wage should con-
iribute equally with the primary producers
towards the upkeep of the hospitals. The
latter have to find the money to

{3 pm.] build homes and make their

farms, yet they have to find all
tae meney to pay this taxation to satisfy the
fancie: arrd whims of Labour members,” who
wish to tickle the cars of their supporters
at election times.

In my district we are placing a number
of settlers on the land, although probably
not s0 many as we might. We find that in
answer to a question by the leader of the
Opposition on  23rd September, 1924, the
Secretary for Public Lands stated that therc
were still 716 portions available for settle-
ment. On 30th June last the Minister said
in repls to anothcr member of the Opposition
that there were 644 portions available. That
shows that during the period of nine months
in the Upper Burnett, where £3,000,000 has
been spent on vailwars under the (overn-
went’s policy and adwministration, only 72
wwlections  have been taken up. Why?
Because of the unsympathetic administration
of the Government, because of their want of
knowledge of the requirements of the farmers,
and because they did not yield those things
which they were asked by members of the
{’pposition to include in their enactments
when they were before the House. Are hon.
members aware that in some places where I
personally took the Secretary for Public
Instruction over twelve meonths ago, there
are twenty to forty children ready to attend
school, and that the sclectors in those dis-
tricts have been waiting for two years for
such conveniences? There are fourteen pro-
posals about which, if I have made one
representation to the Government, I have
made forty. Although they have received
the approval of the Department of Public
Instruction, after months of battling, I am

told that no money is available to build
them.

Mr. Moore interjected.

Mr. CORSER: They did worse than that.
They asked them to build a temporary
school—the Department would find the
flooring and iron—and to send in plan.
They sent in a plan specifying round timber
instead of sawn timber. here was no
sawmill within 50 miles, but the Government
said that they could not proceed with round
timber because it would not be suitable when
they wished to convert it into a classified
school of a decent type.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): Several hon. mem-
bers opposite have had a lot to say about
returned soldiers, and if theirs were an honest
attempt to assist the returned soldiers, they
would have a laudable objective; but so far as
one can judge, the thing that counts with
them, is the desire to gain political kudos
rather than improve the position of the
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soldiers. Hon. members opposite forget that a
large percentage of the British seamen who
are on strike at the present time are returned
sailors.  Yet they are prepared to support
a Deportation Act to deal with the men
representing the case of these British sailors,
many of whom are naval ratings who took
their  part in the war., snd ave get-
ting a miserable pittance which is not
fit for & human being to live on, and who
live under conditions that no human being
on the land would be asked to tolerate.
(Opposition dissent.) Hon. members have
only to go to the boats to see for themselves
how truc that is if they doubt what I ay.
These are the men who are on stiike to-day
because their wages have been reduced.

Despite the fact that Britizh shipping
enterprises have made tremendous profits
and arve continuing to make tremendous

profits. ther must have their pound of flesh
out of these sailors—these returned sailors.
Not one word has been said by the Opposi-
tion in favour of these retarned sailors.
although they had just as much to do—and
probably more to do—with protecting the
British Empire and winning the war as the
returned soldiers had to do. To-day the
shipowners arc insisting upon their pound
of flesh. One pound a month has been taken
from the sailors’ already paltrs wages, and
because theyr go on strike again<t this
impesition by their emplovers we have a
class-conscions  Prime  Minister introducing
legisiation fo deport the representatives of
this soction of the working class.

Mr. CostenLo: Bolsheviks!
Mr. BRUCE: If hon. members opposite

are genuine in their support of the returned
soldier and say that he should have £608
or £800 in order to establish himself again
in our civic life, surely they must stand up
for the returned sailor and say that he
raust have decent conditions of work and
decent rates of pay so that he can re-estab-

lish himself in our civie life. No! They
are always representing the capitalistio
class. They represent the bloated ship-

owners who cxploit these returned British
sailors and introduce Indian lascars to take
their place when they are on strike. ‘“ Boys
of the bulldog breed!” Indian lascars are
brought in to take their place on their boats
when they dare to fight for decent con-
ditions. Hon. members opposite have always
stood for the capitalistic class, and have
always been against the worker, no matter
who he may be, and no matter what he has
done for his country. During the war they

sang the praise of the British seaman
—the men who looked after the trawlers,
and saw that the troops were carried

safely from Great Britain to Kurope. The
Press was full of that day after day. and
hon. members opposite were to be found
on the platform belauding their actions,
and saying what wonderful men they were.
We heard them singing “ Boys of the Bull-
dog Breed!” If the shipowners had their
way, the ‘‘Boys of the Bulldog Breed”
would be the miserable attenuated lascar,
who is already physically destroved under the
capitalistic system. Flcre we have hon. mem-
bers opposite right behind the Prime Minis-
ter, who has no Australian outlook and whe
is tinged and dved first of all with capitalism,
and secondly with the old Tory outlook

Mr. Moore: He was elected by the people

of Australia.
My, Bruce.]
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Mr. BRUCE: And by British capitalism,
and Is endeavouring to destroy the free
and democratic institutions that have been
cstablished in  Australia., He has estab-
lished legixlation for deportation, and
has created a Commonvealth police force,
the same as our friend William Morris
Hughes created on another occasion. Hon.
members opposite refer to *“ Soviet Russia,”
and to the fact that the unions will be
using force if they are not watched. They
refer to extremists, but there is never a time
when they would hesitate for one second to
use force when they find that the intelli-
gence of the people is encroaching upon
their preserves, and they do it to-day with-
out the least hesitation. Every hon. member
opposite, despite what he may say in this
House, has at the back of his mind the old
Tory ideas, and would do as the leader of
the Opposition suggested just the other day
—use machine guns against the workers.

Mr. Moore: Who suggested that? I never
suggested that.

Mr. BRUCE: You used batons against
the workers when they dared to ask for an
improvement in their conditions,

Mr. MOORE (Adubigny): Mr, Speaker, 1
rise to a point of order. The hon. member
is attributing to mec a statement that I did
not make. The statement about machine
guns was made by the hon. member for
Townsville.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member for Kennedy must accept the denial
ol the hen. member for Aubigny.

Hon. J. G. AprPEL: Their own Government
shot them down.

Mr. CorLivs: The Government of which
the hon. member for Albert was a member
used batons.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: You used batons,

Mr. Corrixs: No, I did not.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Your Government did.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I am sorry
that the hon. member for Kennedy concluded
his speech so abruptly. He said something
that was not true.

The SecrETARY FOR PusLic Works: Don’t
make an attack on him, Bill. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man must not make disorderly interjections.

OprrosITION MEMBERS : IHear, hear!

Mr. DEACON: I want to say that the
grievances of hon. members against the
administration of this Government in general
are nothing compared with those of the
people I vepresent. A constitutional question
has arisen, and the Government, in conjunc-
tion with other Governments, have consented
to test the constitutionality of a law passed
by the Federal Government. One of the
grievances that I in common with other hon.
members on this side have against the Go-
vernment is that, when money is wanted to
be thrown away on any project that is of a
political nature, it can be easily found. The
Government show no hesitaney in that case
at 2ll. They jump at the opportunity; but,
if they are asked to provide money to carry
on the necessary services of State or to keep
any department up to date, then they adopt
a checse-paring policy. That is in contrast
with_their immediately assenting to a pro-
posal to expend money to test the constitu-
tionality of a law to deport men; and the

[Mr. Bruce.
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reason is to be found in the fact that %
pleascs their crowd. 'The complaint is that
the Commonwealth Government desire te
deport two men., We have had a discussion
as to who thesc two men are, and I do nct
-see why I should not object to money being
spent for the purpose. One has only to
recognise what these men are after, and
what they have always been after. The
question to them is not so much one of decent
conditions for Australian seamen, as those
moen have decent conditions. They have had
their wages fixed high enough to please them.
They do not claim more wages; yet the
Australian seamen have gone out on strike
time after tiwie, not to secure improved
conditions, but merely to assert the policy «f
job control!
Mr. CoLrixs:
scaman ?

Mr. DEACON: I would not; I believe in
every man sticking to his own trade; but I
would sconer be a seaman than sit behind
the Government. When you see what the
conscquences of the actions of these men are,
and sce who have to pay for their strikes,
then I, representing the people I do, have
got a good grievance. The cost of all these
disturbances—it does not matter whether the
soamen or the owners win—has to be paid
for ky those who use the ships, and that is
the producer, whether the ships be trading
oversea or cn the Australian coast. It does
not matter what purpose a strike is called
for it has to be paid for by the producer.

Mr. Avrer: Hear, hear!

Mr. Corraxs: Hear the producer from
Albert interjecting !

Mr. Arper: I have contributed to the pro-
duction and development of this State.

Mr. Corrrxs: What did you do for the
production of this State?

Mr, DEACON: We find these men inter-
fering with the rank and file of their own
union for no reason whatever; and now they
are asking the seamen on British ships, who
are not under their control, to come out on
strike simply to cause a disturbance. They
know perfectly well that there is no hope of
securing any benefits for the secamen from
the disturbance. No partial strike can ever
be successful, and the strike of British sea-
men in Australian ports is only of a local
nature, as the scamen on British ships in
other parts of the world are prepared to
honour the agreement they entered into with
the owners.

Mr. Bruie: They are not keeping the
agreement in South Africa.

Mr. DEACON: It does not matter if thev
are net; they made an agreement. The
strike is only a small local effort, and the
leaders of the seamen in England who were
elected by the men themselves have advised
the men to return to work. The seamen have
chosen their representatives and made them
responsible for looking after their interests:
so why should these other men be permitted
to throw greater burdens on those seamen
and on the industry of the country, merely
for the sake of creating a disturbance?

Would you like to be a

This Government is always willing to help
in a row, whether it is right or wrong; but
when it comes to doing something useful they
are not there. Whatever they do is done to
secure political kudos for themselves. Tims
after time we have asked them to help the
agriculturist.



Supply.
Mr. W. Coorer: Anyhow, you look well
on it
Mr. DEACON: If that is so, it is not

through any assistance the (Government have
given me or my electors. ff the primary
produecers in the hon. member’s electorate
had their way, he would not be in this House
to-day.

Mr. W. Cooper: The agriculturists put me
in.

Mr. Kerso: You are shivery on it to-day.

Mr. W. Coorkr: I do not look as shivery
az you do.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DEACON : The Government have neg-
leeted the building of railways since they
came into power. and have only gone on with
ihe main lines that were under construction,
if started, when they took office. They could
have holpod the agriculturists a great deal
more by the construction of light railways.
There ave hundreds of thousands of acres
of first-class land lying idle and used only
for grazing; and there are men bungry for
land who would like to use that idle land for
agricultural purposes. The land is cheap
enough. and they could buy it all right: but
it would be useless to go there a long distance
from the railway and hope to carry on agri-
caltural pursuits succewstully. If we are to
prosper we must develop the country. Our
present prosperity is not permanent, but is
due to the high state of prosperity of one
or two key industries. If anything happens
to that artificial prosperity, the working man
of this country will feel the pinch more than
anv other class.

Mr. W. Cooprer : Because they are the most
down-trodden.

My, DEACON : The working man can get
only his share of what he earns. Fe is not
the only one to consider.

The PrEMIER: That is all he wants.

Mr. DEACON: He is getting that now.
If our present flourishing products lessen in
value, where is the working man going to get
. his share?

Mr. W. Cooper: Is he getting his share?

Mr, DEACON: 1 think he is. Everybody
is quite willing to give him more if it can be
done. I say good luck to him if he gets an
increase when that increase is a\allable'
and every fair rmoan will say the same thing.
So far as we can, we should establish the
general industries in this country on a per-
manent basis, so that we shall always be able
to pay the W0rk1ng man a decent wage.

Mr. Corwuxs:  You would solve the
preblem by deporting one or two men.

Mr. DEACON: If these one or two men
so interfere with the industries of the
country that there is a general dislocation
of trade, then all the people engaged in
lndnstry-both the working man and the
capitalist—are going to suffer. The hon.
member for Bowen cannot escape from it.
The people in his electorate would suffer if
there was a general dislocation of shipping.

Mr. CorriNs: They would not groan as
much about it as you do.

Mr. DEACON: There are only two men
standing in the way of a settlement of
that dx:putc

The Commonwealth Government have
recently passed an Act to establish a Rural
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C'redits Bank in order to help the farming
indurtry, It is much more to their credit
than anything we have had from the
Queensland Government.

Mr. W. CoopEr: It took
time to do it.

Mr. DEACON: The bulk of the men
who woere ostablished on farms before this
Government took office are in a fairly
prosperous state. There are some who are
Lot S0 prosperous owing to circumstances
bevoad their control. It is almost impos-
~ible at the present time for progress to be
made by anvone outside those already
thoroughiv established, It is impossible for
a new man to come in. It is not that he
cannot get cheap land, because he can get
Ian< for nearly nothing.

My, COLnINg:

Mr. DEACON: Simply because it costs
too snnch to work the farm. It must be
wotrked with machinery, and he is not in
a position to purchase machinery. There
is only one way of getting over the diffi-
culty. and that is to finance these men.
You can get machinery if you have got the
money, and there is no way of getting that
mor2r except by borrowing. The ordinary
banks do not take on that dass of business;
and the Agricultural Bank, which should
do it, only lends on the same class of
socurity as other banks.

Mr. W. CoopER: The Agricultural Bank
is lending money to the farmers.

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member for
Rorowood knows that the Agricultural Bank
does not lend very much. If the sugges-
tions of the Oppowhon when the Govern-

them a long

Tell us what is the cause.

ment brought in an amending Bill had
been carried out, more l!and would have
been put under cultivation, and things

generally in this country would have been
better. It is hardly to be expected that
the Government will do very much for the
man on the land, and it is to be hoped that

we shall soon see the end of this Govern-
ment and have a new Government on the
Treasury benches, as only then shall we

make progress,

I want to point out the unfairness of the
present distribution of electorates. I have
been looking over some of the electoral rolls,
and it ought to be admitted that a country
electorate should not be required to have the
same number of electors as a city electorate.
We have an Act on the statute-book which
fixes the quota, and it provides that the
number of electors may be fixed at one-fifth
more or one-fifth less than the quota. T will
give some of the actual results in figures.
\anango has 6,600 electors ou the 1011 It
is a widely scattered district, while the
eloctorate of Brisbane, which docs not con-
tain 1 square mile, has only 5,720 clectors
on the roll.

Mr. Crayrox: Chillagoe has only 3,000.

Mr. DEACON: Murrumba,  another
country electorate, has 6,617 electors on the

roll; while Gympie, a city electorate, has
only 4,911,

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Rubbish !

Mr. DEACON: Tt is not rubbish. Wide

Bay—another big country electmate—has
6,242 electors, while Maryborough—which is
ofﬁcmllv a 01ty-—~has 6,185. Cunningham has
6,254; Cairns, 6,376; I‘as51feln, 6,346; Car-
narvon, 6,237; Dalby 6,103; Rockhampton

Mr, Deason.]
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5.002; Burnett, 6,215; Bowen, 5455; and
Aubigny, 5991; while Toowoomba. the

largest city on the Downs, has only 7,127,
Cooroora has 7,468: and Bremer—which 1s
close to Ipswich—56,001. This anomaly obtains
not only in clectorates represented by hon.
members on this side, but in clectorates held
by Labonr. It is not a fair representation
for the country districts, no matter to which
side of the House hon. members are returned.
We shall sce hiow the position works out after
the next redistribution of electorates takes

place.

Mr. Dasu: They might work out vour
scat. (Laughter.)

Myr. DEACON: My scat was not worked

out proeviously, but two other scats were
worked into it.

There are so many more gricvances to
ventilate that I do not know which to take.
The main grievance is in conneclion with the
way the Government have been piling up
taxation. We have not a fair system of
taxation in operation. Under a fair system,
taxation ought not to press unduly on anv
class; and those industries which cause worl
in the country ought to be helped along, and
not have to pay t0o great a share of taxation.
Yet more than a fair proportion of taxation
is placed on men who are engaged in farm-
ing. It is quite possible under the income
tax law for a man who has had no taxable
income for three years to be charged income
tax. I know of a case in which that might
have occurred, but I visited the Income Tax
Department and put it before the Commis-
sioner, and he adjusted it. It is quite true
that no injustice was done in that particular
case, but 1 quote it to show what might
happen, and does happen, if the man paying
the tax does not look in at the department.

This was a case of a man who

[3.30 p.m.] had a certain amount of pro-
) duce on hand at the end of the
period when he sold. .Tt is quite possible
for a man to buy a place for, say, £3,000.
To do that he might incur a debt of £1,500.
He can go on year after year and make just
enough to live on for three vears, and then
sell it. If at the time when he sells the pro-
perty he has £500 worth of produce on
hand, although he may lose £1,500 on the
deal, still he will be taxed on the £500
worth of produce. It is not a fair thing that
a man who goes into the farming industry,
where there is always a possibility of his
losing his capital through depreciation of the
land, should be taxed on the value of pro-
duce, which may not be realised. I do
object to taxation of produce which is not
realised. I maintain that it was never a
fair system. I say that no taxation of a
farm should include an unknown quantity.
The Commonwealth Government allow the
averaging system, and under it a man does
get a fair deal, and there is no reason why
the State should not give him a fair deal in
the same way as the Commonwealth. The
Commonwealth Government are making a
large amount available by means of rural
credits, and this Government should be able
to find a little through the Agricultural Bank
to assist the man on the land, particularly
as advances to new settlers, such as those
who go to the Burnett. Although I am not
hoping for much from this Government, 1 do
hope that some day something will be done.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would like
to make a few references to our grievances
against this Government. and I think that,
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if we went fully into them all, the debate
would be rather protracted, and it would not
be long before the *‘ gag’ was applied. We
could bring forward a financial case that
would c¢ondemn any Government, The
Government have been in power for ten
vears, but they have simply squandecred tha
money on wild-cat adventures and experi-
mental legislation, all at the expense of the
community, more especially the primary pro-
ducers.  Only recently the Government wera
compelled to write £830,000 off their State
rnterprises; but the State enterprises are still
in a languishing position and competing
vnfairly with private enterprise. The soconer
the Government realise that it is necessarv
to be rid of State enterprises the better it
will be for the peonle of Queensland. If the
MMinister  responsible were conscientious
cnough and courageous enough, he would
adr+it that the Government were sorry they
had ever entered on State enterprises.

Let me now deal with a very big State-
controlled activity—the railwavs. The mal-
zdministration of the Railway Department
i+ deplorable. I do not wish to refer to what
has occurred during the last few wecks, hut
I do wish to make some comment oun the
rolling-stock and the running of the trains.
It is a disgrace to Queensland that the pre-
sent state of affsirs should exist. On coming
to Brisbane it is very seldom that we find
trains running on time. On nearly every
occasion there it a delay of between half an
hour and forty minutes, and the late running
of one train practically holds up all the
orher traius, thus causing tremendous expense
to the Department. Then again, the deplor-
able condition of the rolling-stock malkes it
a risk to travel on some of the trains that
the Government have on the rails to-day.
I know persons who are afraid to travel at
night since the disaster at Traveston. The
sooner the rolling-stock and the lines gener-
ally are put in a proper state of repair the
better it will be for Queensland generally.

The least onc can expect, especially in con-
nection with mail trains, is to have communi-
cation cords installed. I want to give an
instance of where a mail train about six
months ago travelled between Bundaberg and
Marvborough with no communication cord
in one of the first-class sleeping carriages.
One of the back wheels of the front bogie
came off the line near Torbanlea. and the
carriage bumped badly. You could feel the
carriage bumping over every sleeper, and
all passengers left their berths not knowing
what to do. On finding that there was no
communication cord they realised that all
they could do was to throw a note out on to
the platform at Colton in the hope that the
night officer would find it. Fortunately he
did pick it up. and was instrumental in
having the signals put against us at Croydon
Junction. The passengers reached Croydon
Junetion in a state of panic; and, when the
train was brought to a standstill, one of the
wheels dropped off and the undergear fell
to the rails.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LaNDS: It was a
very obliging wheel to remain on until you
got therve. (Laughter.)

Mr. CLAYTON: To move that coach
part of the train had to be shunted on
one line and part of it on another line, and
the sleeping car coaches had to be left
standing, That only shows the dangers
travellers are subjected to. Had the Go-
vernment caused the carriages to be brought
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up to date with communication cords
affixed in each carriage, what might have
been a scrious accident in this instance could
have easily been prevented. That is not the
only incident that has been smothered up
by the department. The Government cannot
he aware of the danger that persons travel-
ling in that train were exposed to. Had
the injury been to the front wheel of the
bogie, u serious accident would probably
have occurred. TFortunately it was one of
the rear wheels, and it had bumped along
the sleepers for 8 miles before the train was
pulled up. T quote that illustration to show
the condition of the rolling-stock.

There is no need for me to go into the
Traveston disaster,  When we go into the
report of the Board of Inquiry we may geb
mere information, althongh I am doubtful
whether much more information will result
from the inquiry than was known befors-
hand. Tt would be very interesting to have
information as fo what the inquiry cost, and
as to what each individual connected with
it got out of it.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. CLAYTON: I wish now to touch
upon the congestion of traffic between Cabool-
ture and Theebine.

The SecreTsry ror Pusnic Laxps: There
‘was no congestion last week, (Laughter.)

Mr. Corser: Thanks to your Government.

Mr. CLAYTON: I do not think that the
bon. gentleman appreciated facing the
“Reds”; neither do I think that he appre-
‘¢iated doing what the ‘“ Reds” on the back
Government benches forced the (tovernment
to do. Some of his supporters will not appre-
-elate the position when they are defeated in
their plebiscites. There 13 a single line
between Caboolture and Theebine, and it is
frequently in a state of congestion. Travel-
lers on that line find out after a few trips
how many staff stations will have to be
established and realise the delay that is
oceasioned on almost every journey. Pas-
senger trains are frequently delayed by goods
trains, stock trains, and sugar trains. The
sooner something is done cither to construct
2 double line or to afford relief in some
way the better, as I do not see how until
‘then the Government will make g paying
proposition of the railways. 1 trust that
something will be done in this matter, even
if it is only to save the time of those who
have to use the railways in the course of
their business.

Much has been said to-day with regard to
-soldier settlement and land settlement gener-
ally. I have instances in my electorate
‘where returned soldiers in the early days were
settled on land that was both inadequate in
area and inferior in quality. 1 have
repeatedly brought those facts before this
House and the Secretary for Public Lands,
I particularly refer to the Elambah Estate
near Cinnabar. The land is what might be
‘called good grazing land, and was ous up
into blocks of 90 and 110 acres. The quan-
tity of agricultural land in the estate was
very small indeed. The men have not been
able to make a living from the small areas,
and they have been compelled to engage in
-shire council work and main roads work.

Hon. J. G. Apprn: And have been com.
pelled to become members of the Australian
Workers’ Union.

v
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The SecrerarY ¥or PusLic Laxps: There -
is nothing to be ashamed of in that fact.

Mr. CLAYTON: The quality of the land
on which these men were settled did not
cnable them to earn a living, and many of
them have had to leave their homes in order
to keep their wives and families. In some
instances the department has increased the
size of blocks to try and make them living
arcas. iThe men who are scttled on those
blocks are very keen on being relieved of
their property, but the Minister cannot see
his way to allow them to sell their holdings
to private individuals, stipulating that they
to other soldier

shall dispose of them
setilers. ‘
The SecreTarY For Pusric Laxps: I did

not make that stipulation. The law makes
that stipulation.

Mr. CLAYTON: If the law is so unjust,
the hon. gentleman should take the carliest
opportunity of amending it so as to help
those individuals. I trust the hon. gentle-
man will take that step.

The Secretary vor Prsric Laxps: If they
can sell to a private person and a private
person can earn a living, does thet prove
that the area is not big enough? 1 suggest
that it is the man that is wrong—not the
land,

Mr. CLAYTON: That is not fair; it is
unjust. I know of ene man who is one of
the finest types of settlers you could gef,
but his land is inferior. If he had an area
of about 1.200 acres on which he could engage
in mixed farming. dairying, and agricul-
ture, he might be able to come out all right.

The SacrETARY FOR PusrLic Laxps: On every
occasion when I could increase the area of
a block I have done so.

Mr. CLAYTON: I could give an illustrs-
tion where the Minister in charge of the
department before the present Minister told
me that this settler has what is defined as
a living arca and is not eligible as an
applicant for other land that may be thrown
open.

The Pruwier: What do you regard as a
living area?

Mr. CLAYTON: I am glad the Premier
asks that question. If I had anything to
do with the Lands Department, I would
suggest that a board of three practical men
should be constituted in different districts
to give advice as to what they consider a
fair living arca, having regard to climatic
and other conditions. The Government
should alter the Act in that way in the
interests of the settlers. Now take the
Burnett lands.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusric LanNps
jected.

Mr. CLAYTON: I am making this speech
—not you. If you had accepted the advice
of the Opposition

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to refer to the Minister by his pro-
per title; not address him as ‘“ You.” :

The SecreTary FOR PyusLic Lanps: Do you
really believe I designed the land? I did not
design the land.

Mr. CLAYTON: No; but you are the
head of the department, and it is you to

whom I must go in these matters. (Laugh-
ter.) Regarding the settlement of the

Mr. Clayton.]
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Burnett lands. had the Minister gone into
the matter of selecting men with practical
experience—men resident in the Burnett—to
assist the Government and the settlers, and
had taken their advice, the position would
be different from that cxisting to-day. The
iden of throwing opea land in 300-acre blocks,
156 miles away from a railway, and holding
the settler to the strict letter of the Act,
makes it impossible for him to make a living.
The Government should have done what we
told them to do when opening up this land
and made the areas much larger. We sug-
gested thar the areas should be 1,200 acres
and mor:. We knew that the land was
sitnated in a dry area, with a rainfall of
about 29 inches in twelve months, and that
not evenly distributed. Had the Government
thrown open the Burnett arca in blocks of
1.200 or 2,000 acres those arcas would have
been rushed, and 1t would have been one of
the finest settlements in Queensland. But
what have we there to-day? The hon., mem-
her for Burnett has shown that the settle-
ment. of that area has: not been a success.
All along since I have been in this House,
when advice has been given by members of
the Opposition to the Government, it has
not been heeded; but we can turn back to
the pages of “ Hansard” now and see that
the advice we gave on every occasion was
scund. Had the Government legislated on
the lines of that advice, it would have been
much better for agriculturists and settlers in
Queensland to-day.

T wish to say a few words row in regard
to cur State schools. I have a good deal to
do with the Department of PPublic Instruc-
tion, because there is a large number of
schools in my electorate, and the Department
of Public Instruction has met me fairly so
far as it Is in its power to do so; but when
1t 1x a qucstion of something under the con-
trol of the Department of Public Works, it
is a different matter. That is where the
stumbling-block is to be found. No doubt it
is a question of shortage of funds, but if the
iovernment are in the position to spend the
large amount of money they are spending
i city electorates and in the towns, a larger
amount should be spent in the backblocks,
becanse nothing is going to do more to open
up Queensland or to get men to settle on
the land than providing opportunities for
them to educate their childven. I am wup
against the Department of Public Works,
because that department does not meet the
Department of Public Instruction in a fair
way in regard to matters that are deserving
of consideration. At the present time schools
that have been recommended are not being
built. T am most persistent in going to the
Departmient of Public Instruction, yet I have
not been successful in getting these schools
built owing to the Department of Public
Works.

Then in regard to schools already in exist-
ence. I trust that this year something more
will be done to preserve some of the school
buildings, which are in a most shocking
state. In many instances we are losing the
value of these buildings because of the want
of a little paint. If the Government give
attention to those schools that need painting,
it will be a saving in the long run, because
1t will mean the preservation of many of the
school buildings which at present are crack-
ing up and deteriorating. T could enumerate
reany other grievances, but I do not wish
to take up too much of the time of hon.
members.
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There is one other matter in connectiow
with our timber areas that T would like to
bring forward. The people around Gympic
are suffering through having all the good
agricultural land adjacent 4o existing rail-
ways reserved for reafforestation purposes.
We bhave a large area of land that is not near
a railway that could be used for that pur-
pose, and a lot of the land around Gympie
could be opened up for agricultural purposes,
initead of being reserved for the production
of timber. I have already placed this matter
before the Seerctary for Railways and the
Secretary for Public Lands. I know that
the Secretary for Public Land: went to
Gvmpie recently, when he stated that he
would thros open about 2,000 acres. A very
good scheme was initiated there, under which
the scrub could be cut down, bananas planted,
and pine-trees grown amongst the bananas.
I do not know how much has been dove in
that connection, but I think it is something
which will have beneficial results, It will
mean that we shall be able to utilise that
fand fer the production of bananas for about
five years, when it can be turned into forest
again. I trust the Minister is moving in
that direction. Lut I have not heard of any
irstance in which he has taken action.

A deputation waited on the hon. gentle-
man rccently with regard to the Manumbar
timber area. I have previously mentioned
the huge Manumbar scrub on many occasions
in this Chamber. I want to keep this matter
prominently before the Minister, because we
have one of the finest assets in the timber
industry in that scrub. It contains about
120,000,000 superficial feet of matured pine.
Owing to the Government not having done
unything to conncct the scrub with the
Kingaroy line the timber is deteriorating.
I have becn informed that 80 per cent. of the
matured pine would be classed as faulty at
the present time. It is the duty of the
Government, even if they have to sell a couple
of State stations, to get the money to connect
that scrub by tramline with the Kingaroy
railway, and save the timber which is now
going to waste. We have up-to-date sawmills
in Maryborough and Bundaberg which are
starving for soft woods. The head of one
of the firms in Maryborough told me yester-
day that he was suffering from a shortage of
pine, and that it was nauseating to think
there was such a large amount of timber in
the scrub there while he could not keep hia
mill going full time. This is a matter which
affects the workers, as in a short space of time
those mills will only be able to work two or
three days a week owing to the scarcity of
timber. I trust that the Minister will give
consideration to the matter of connecting
the Manumbar scrub by tramline with the
Kingaroy railway, and that before long we
shall be able to keep the mills in Mary-
borough going with supplies of timber from
it.

Another matter which is causing a lot of
discontent in the country is the Hospitals
Act. This is an iniquitous measure, and T
am looking forward to the Government doing
something to relieve the primary producer of
the heavy burden he is asked to carry in this
connection. I put a question to the Home
Secretary this session, and the hon. gentle-
man told me most emphatically that it was
his intention to amend the Act. Unless he
takes steps in that direction the primary pro-
ducers are going to be called upon to find
30 per cent. of the upkeep of the hospitals.
That is a grievance which the farmers have
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against the Government, and it is one which
will be detrimental to the Government when
thev seek the votes of the primary producers

in the future.

My, NOTT (Stanley): Prior to the last
elostion we had a notable instance of the
then Premier, the hon. member for Chillagos,
enunciating his agricultural policy, and
we also had the Emu Park Conference.
After those two moves the Government who
are at present in charge—I shall not say of
Quecensland, but of the benches on
the cother side of this Chamber—
were elected with a majority. On
ons of the first occasions after reassembling
in Parliament I mentioned thut there was a
class of legislation which the Government
were quite justified in introducing, since it
had been enunciated before the election, and
that that legislation was Mr. Theodore’s agri-
cultural proposals and the agricultural policy
outlined at Emu Park. Since then a great
deal of that legislation has been passed, and
at the present time many things are being
done throughout the State which to my mind
are the natural scquence of the attempt to
administer legislation carried at the dictates
of various trade unions, who have gradually
obtained greater and greater power unul
now thev form a section which the Govern-
ment find it very difficult to handle.

One of my special grievances against th2
Government during this Parliament is the
cutcome of the fact that, when the late
Premier announced his agricultural policy,
he led quite a number of us to believe that
much good was to come out of it. The
Government immediately set in train a large
organisation, which most of the farming com-
munity thought must necessarily be of some
use to them. That has been in working order
for quite a long time, but, as the Council of
Agricultural and its subsidiary councils are
administered, I think the people who expected
to get some benefit must have begun to think
that it iz but a whited sepulchre for their
hopes. Lately the Government have dis-
rlosed their belief that, although they have
had the Council of Agriculture controlled in
offect by the Minister as president, they can-
not trust it sufficiently, and they have now
taken steps to see that more men who are
certain to work for the policy of the present
Government are put on to it. Thev evidently
want to make doubly sure that they know
all that takes place on the Council, and that
it will obey the behests of the Government.
Perhaps thev will not actually endeavour to
dominate it by forcing the Council to do
things; thev may simply state that certain
things will be welcome to the Government,
and the Council will agree without being
forced to vote. In that way they are
erdeavouring to convert it into a bureaucracy
in order that they may continue to use it to
mislead the farmers bv keeping a great
number of them throughout the State stiil
hoping that some good may come out of it.

4 pm.]

A great amount of money has been spent
in oxtending relief in various ways, and a
great amount of money has been spent in
subsidising private companies, but none of
this money is yielding any return to the
Government. It all practically amounts to
a gift on the part of the Government. It is
not fair treatment to the farmers and men
living in country towns to have extra taxa-
tion imposed on evervthing the farmer pro-
duces in order that the income derived can
be used to maintain the Council of Agricul-
ture. If the Council of Agrioulture is
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going to  prove the benefit that many

thousands living in the country anticipated.
then it will have to function absolutely
unfettered and free from any (Governmental
shackles. When one looks at the legislation
setting up the Council of Agriculture and
the legislation during the past year or two
in connection with land settlement, one can-
not help being struck with the fact that the

Government osre attempting to orgalise
along lines that will ensure for them the
absolute control of the farms and the

farmers in the same way =s they organised
along industrial lines when they made a bid
to securc political control through their
unions.

Several previous speakers have referred to
the fact that the present land legislation is
acting  detrimentally  te  the interests of
those who desire to dispose of their farms,
and of those who desire to further land
settlement. It is quite a laudable thing for
a farmer who owns freechold land to be able
to purchase a grazing farm and work that
in addition, especially if he has made suffi-
cient money  from the freehold land  to
cnable him to do so. It is a very good
thing if the owner of freehold land is able
to scll out, because in doing so he usually
endeavours to gell at a profit: and, if he is
successful, he can use his inereased capital
in taking up further land there or further
afield.

Mention has been made of the fact that
there are certain obstacles in the way of a
man holding freehold land who desires to
¢ive his boys a start. There ar: a number
of farmers on the land who desire that their
sons shall settle on the land »n c.ose
proximity to them. A son may not be able
to obtain the necessary money from any
financial institution to cnable him to take
up land; but the father may be able to
raise the money on his land, or he may
bave saved it. That man should be allowed
to buy a farm on which to start his son,
and he %hould cven be allowed to buy a
farm to start another man on it. Ry those
methods we shall be able to bring about
increased  settlement in  country districts.
As the Land Act is being administercld at
the present time, that particular averue of
advancement is stultified. The success of
settlement and development in the country
largely depends upon the administration of
the dav.

My particular grievance in regard to the
railway administration to-day 1s the fact
that we have a system which only requires
a few small connecting links to complete
and improve 1t, and these connecting links
would not entail the expenditure of a great
deal of money. If we look at the present
railway policy of the Government we find
that there is well over £500.000 of railway
works which were completed to a certain
stage, then discontinued, and which are idle
at the present time. The State is getting
absolutely no benefit from that money,
while depreciation, amounting to well over
£50,000 per anum, is going on. We have
also to consider the interest on the money
that has been expended. We therefore have
not only expended £500,000 but have, as a
result, to meet an interest and depreciation
bill of £75,000 per annum on that expendi-
ture. This money has been usclessly sunk on
uncompleted railway works. If some of that
money had not been squandered, but had
been used in linking up several lines in

Mr. Nott.]
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Queensland—particularly the Nanango-Yarra-
man Creek line—a great deal of improve-
ment to the system would have been effected.
An opportunity would thus have been
afforded to remove the congestion on quite
a number of limes. While the Govern-
ment are either borrowing money or 1in-
ereasing taxation and obtaining revenue
from all possible sources we find they are
doing nothing to improve the railways. If
this work was carried out and some of these
uncompleted works proceeded with instead
of some of the schemes, such as the Dawson
Valley scheme, great benefit would result to
Queensland generally. The farmers situated
away from the centres of population would
have increased facilities for forwarding their
produce to Brisbane, and the railways would
not be such a difficult system to work as it
is at the present time. There is no need
for me to spcak on the condition of the
rolling-stock and the permancnt way, but
something should be done immediately fo
make use of some of the uncompleted rail-
way works.

Take, for instance, the Ipswich railway
station. A tremendous amount of money
has been sunk there. The heavy foundation
work and a great amount of the cement work
has been completed, yet the old station is
still standing there. Travellers have to use
a  refreshment-room, and the kitchen
attached to it would be a disgrace to a
dago’s shop. As the Government have spent
£60,000 or £70,000 on the foundations I can-
not understand why they do not complete
that station. People arrive at the station
after riding eight or nine hours in the
train, and, if they are just a few minutes’
late, the refreshment-room is closed and they
eannot get anything in the way of refresh-
ment, The Government should rectify that
state of affairs.

The hon. member for Mirani rather amused
me with a statement to the effect that he
thought the Government shonld do all in
their power to redeem their character® From
what I can sen of recent events, their charac-
ter is absolutely past redemption. When
one takes infto consideration the acts that
have recently happened and goes back in his
mind for guite a time, and when one looks
at the manner in which the Government
have endeavoured to conduct our various
soldier scttlements, one cannot help feeliug
ashamed of what has bcen done by the
Government. Quite a lot has been said of
Peocrburrum, Coominya, and other soldier
settlements; and, when onc looks at what
has happened at those centres, one cannot
help being struck with the absolute inefli-
ciency of the Government. For some reason
or other—why, I cannot find out—the Go-
vernment seom to select absolutely the worst
land they possibly can get on which to put
these poor unfortunate soldiers. It would
have boen a good thing had the Government
years ago been prepared to make their first
loss their last loss and to give these men
a chance before it was too late,

The Government cannot say they were not
warned in regard to the quality of the land.
Thev were warned. What I do not forgive
the Government for in regard to their soldier
sottlements is this: I can understand their
not taking any warning from this side of
the House, but they had quite a number of
experts in their own departments, and they
could have obtained the advice of those
experts on the quality and possibilities of
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the soil upon which they proposed to settle
our returned soldiers. Taking one soldier
settlement that I know very well-—the Coo-
minya settlement—I found on making
inquiries—in fact, it was not until after I
had made some statements in this House and
had exhibited some photographs that action
was taken—that the (fovernment made water
available to the farmers on that land by the
sinking of at lecast three bores in different
places.  That water was available, but,
because of the lack of a pump, the unfortu-
nate wives of those soldier settlers had to
carry water 2 or 3 miles.

These people were told first of all that
probably they were going to make a fortune
out of grapes. and after being on the area
for some threc or four years they came to
the conclusion that it was impossible to do
that. Then it was going to be oranges, and,
when oranges became a little doubtful, it
was going to be cotton. After expcriment-
ing with these three crops, they decided that
the land neerded manuring. That was after
the settlors had been on the land for four
vears. FHad the Government bad an analvsis
made of that soil four yzars previously 1
venture to sar that not one soldier would
have settied there, because the deseription
of the land by the analytical chemist attached
to the Department of Agriculture was that
it was the poorest soil that he had wvet
examined in Queensland, and that it was
impossible to grow one commercial crop
on such land. It is shameful to think that
any Government would settle soldiers or
any other class of settler on land such as
that and keep them on it for four vears
when they might have got that advice before
putting one man on the land. It is not as
though there was no good soil available
in Queensland, because anyone who knows
anvthing at all of Queensland knows that
there are hundreds of thousands of acres of
very good soil that could have been secured
at a price no higher than that paid for that
land.

Sceing that the Government are respon-
sible for these things it is quite right that
the leader of the Opposition should object to
vou, Mr. Speaker, leaving the chair, as we
desire an opportunity of ventilating some
of the grievances that we have against the
Government before we allowed them to spend
further huge sums of moncy, cspecially since
ther have proved during the last ten years
in their administration of State enterprises
their absolute incapacity to run anything.
I am perfeetly certain that the people of
Queensland are waking up to this fact and
know where wo are heading. The people
of Qucensland, by their vote at the last
election, asked for this legislation, but what
we sa¥ now is ‘“ Thank God they have had
enough of it.”’

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): 1 desire to:
take advantage of this opportunity to refer
to two or three matters. One matter has
reference to the State sawmills, Some few
days ago I addressed a series of questions
to the Secretary for Public Lands, who has
charge of that activity, and he was good
enough to give me a number of replies, and
the deductions from thése replies are what
I wish to refer to now. Those in business
circles in Brisbane know quite well that
there have been many eriticisms and sugges-
tions in reference to the State sawmills and
the conduct thereof. That institution, of -
course, has been subjected to many alterations.
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since it was founded, and many managers
have had charge of its destinies. Of late
it has been the subject of very severe com-
ment by the trade in Brisbane. The facts
that were gleaned from the questions that
T asked the Minister disclosed that for the
year ending 30th June, 1924, which is the
last for which complete figures are avail-
able, there was a sum of £2,275 written off
as bad debts for that particular year.
Asking a further question, as I did, as to
what amount was still owing on 30th June,
1925, for trading for the vear ended 30th
June, 1924, T was informed that there was
a sum of £6817 also unpaid, which clearly
shows that for trading for the year ended
30th June, 1924, there was approximately a
sum of £10,000 on the books of the State
sawmills still unpaid, which is either actu-
ally written off as a bad debt or, having
becen owing for longer than twelve months,
is therefore practically a less. That clearly
indicates that the trading of the State saw-
mills for somc time past has been of a
very quostionable character; and what
strikes me as calling for comment is that
in an institution of this nature, where the
losaes have to be made up by the taxpayers
with whom the State sawmills are com-
peting. the verv least they can cxpect is
fair, clean, and honest trading, which does
not scem {o have been the case from the
figures which have been disclosed by the
answers to the questions T asked.

Another extraordinary point which was
disclosed by my questions and the answers
thereto was that the Commissioner in charge
of the State sawmills sells timber at from
25 per ernt. to 145 per cent. less than the
price fixed by the Commissioner of Prices.
Why 1is it necessary to quote such a big
reduetion on the figures of the Commissioner
of Prices when there is a loss on the year's
trading of over £6,000? Surely it is very
niich more honest trading to stick to the
prices fixed by the Commissioner of Prices
and trade at a profit, than to sell under
cost and let the taxpayer bear the loss.
That seems to me to be an ordinary business
axiom which very few people could criti-
cise.

Another point on which T questioned the
Secretary for Public Lands was as to
whether special allowances were given to
those tenderers who included fimber from
the State sawmills in their tenders for
workers’ dwellings, and the answer which
the Minister gave was ‘ Ves; 125 per cent.”
The inference was that all those tenderers
for workers’ dwellings who included State
sawmill timber in their quotations were
allowed a 124 per cent. reduction off the list
prices on that timber. The only conclusion
one could draw from that would be that
all these tenderers would be able to quote a
cheaper price in a tender where timber from
the State sawmills was utilised; but the
extraordinary point is that that is not the
case. for recent tenderers for workers’
dwellings charge a higher price where timber
from State sawmills is utilised. Although
those tenderers get that timber for 125 per
cent. less than the price fixed by the Com-
missioner of Prices, they yet charge a higher
price to the person who is having a workers’
dwelling erected. That is a most extra-
ordinary position, and what occasions it I
am not able to explain; but the whole busi-
ness of the State sawmills is such as to call
for very careful scrutiny, and we can only
anticipate and hope that the fact that the
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Minister has altered the control of the State
sawmills and will have the opportunity of
watching more carefully what is happening
in that connection.

Another point I want to refer to is in
reference to schools in Qucensland. I do not
think that cnough attention is given to this
most important question. There is not a dis-
trict in Queensland which is not crying out
for more schools or larger accommodation in
existing schools. 1 sympathise deeply +with
the Minister who has to meet successive depu-
tations which wait on him urging that atten-
tion should he given to these very necessary
matters. We pride ourselves cn the freedom

we enjoy and the intelligence of

[4.30 p.m.] the pecople who are born and bred

amongst us; but if we stint them
or starve them in this cducation service, in
my judgment, we put a very severe handicap
on the younger genecration. Vet that is un-
questionably done. I .do not think that the
electorates in and around Brisbans have so
much cause for complaint as have others,
because in my judgment most unreasonable
requests are put forward, and arguments are
frequently utilised in their behalf which no
Minister could be expccted to listen to; but
I think that the starvation of the country
districts in regard to educational facilities
is a matter calling for closer attention, and I
should mnot like to stand by and see these
facilities given to Brisbane and other great
centres when there are districts which are
starved, and when children are made to go
tremendous distances to get the small advan-
tages which are offered. That any hon. mem-
ber should stand by under those conditions
calls for very serious complaint. Probably
they reflect that no votes are attached to the
ercction, of schools; nevertheless, it is a very,
very serious matter, and, apurt from party
politics, each one of us wants to sce every
child gt the ordinary opportunity to become
cquipped to take part m the battle of life.
That is not the case at the present moment,
and the school vote should be at least double
to do justice to the dopartinent and the
future that lics in the destiny of our Queens-
land people. I have never heard. nor myself
advanced, an argament against any tzxation
or Impost occasioned by the necessity to give
education to our childven, because, in my
opinion, it is very much above party politics.
It i3 too serious a matier to be dragged into
the arena of party pelitics, and that iz why
I think that, 1f greater attention were given
to this vote, no one would cavil at it. We
are all interested in equipping our young
people to deal with their future preblem.

There is another matter io which I want
to refer. Police protection 1s being very
seriously starved.  Students of the situation
must appreciate the fact that an clement
of lawlessness is creeping into our midst
which needs nipping in the bud, In the
remarks which T make I do not intend to
make any party capital, bui there is an
clement of lawlessness which it seems to me
ought to be curtailed so that our youths may
have their energies directed into proper
courses.  The lack of police protection is
becoming quite a serious question in and
around Brishane, and probably in other parts
of Qu=ensland, and just at present calls for
very serious comment. I know very well
that the hands of the Commissioner arc very
closely tied by the fact that, owing to the
imposition of the 44-hour week, he has had
to face an increased expenditure amounting
to something like £30,000, which probably
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in other circumstances he would have
utilised in augmenting the force. That,
unfortunately, has been blocked, because the
expenditure now is so much that he cannot
ask for any greater appropriation. Neverthe-
less, an clement of lawlessness is evident
which, if left unchecked, will develop into
something serious.

The general tendency in Queensland is to
lose all pride in work. All the old idea of
dignity 1n work, all the impulse in people
to apply themselves to their jobs and do their
jobs well and improve themselves in the
meantime, that element is disappearing, and
there is a lack of concern, a lack of stability,
which calls for a greater police protection,
because if a man 1s not properly occupied,
and if he does not follow his natural bent
and expend his cnergies in commerce or
production, they naturally lead him into less
virtuous channels, especially when he is
young.

I do suggest that the question of police
protection is one that should claim the very
earnest  attention of the Government,
beeanse, it it is allowed to drift, the task
will be a difficult one to overtake; but, if
talken in time, and this lawlessness iz nipped
in the bud, we shall make good citizens of
many characters who to-day threaten to be
otherwise.

Mr. LOGAN (Locluery: 1 desire to take
advantage of this opportunity to ventilate
sorne gricvances, more particularly con-
cerning my own district. Quite recently I
had occasion to draw the attention of the
Secretary for Railways to the fact that
there was a shortage of trucks, not only in
the Lockyer district but throughout the
rural districts of the State. Before the
strike we did have some little consideration.
but T am sorry to say that yesterday and
to-day the same old difficulties have arisen.
Last night as I boarded the irain at Forest
Hill T noticed quite a quantity of produce
dumped on the ground in the railway yard,
with no trucks available, and apparently no
sheets to cover the produce. I recognise
that the Commissioner and the general
traffic manager have done their best to cope
with the situation; but, unfortunately, up
to date the Goverument have not seen fit
to_appropriate sufficient money to build the
rolling-stock necessary to cope with the
increasing amount of produce. We fre-
quently sce Government money being
expended in directions that are not
remunerative, and certainly not to the
advantage of the primary producer, the
business man, or the community as a whole.
This money is being wasted, and, unfortu-
nately, there Js not a sufficient amount
available to build the necessary rolling-stock
to carry cur goods over the lines to-day.
The Government have entered into many
State enterprises which have not been
remunerative, and which could have been
well carried out by private enterprise success-
fully. If the Government had not embarked
on such enterprises, I venture to say that
there would have been sufficient monev avail-
able for the construction of the rolling-stock
necessary to carry our produce to market.

Mr. W. Coorer interjected.

Mr. LOGAN: I give the hon. member
for Rosewood credit for doing what he
could to relieve the pressure in my elec-
torate and other electorates, but he is quite
well aware of the fact that at Forest Hill
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and other heavy fodder-producing centres
we are having considerable trouble in the
direction I have indicated. The Government
have failed in their duty in not having pro-
vided sufficient rolling-stock to meet the
requirements of the State. I hope that now
that one industrial trouble is past for at
least a while the Government will endeavour
to provide the volling-stock so wurgently
necded in important centres like Forvest Hill
and other portions of the State.

I also want to draw attention to the fact
that the Government have failed to provide
the necessary railway lines in settled raral
districte.  They have embarked on an
extensive programme of railway construc-
tion in centves where at present there Is no
settlement. Those lines probably may lead
to settlement, but at the same time they
have omitted to look after the interests of
people already settled on the land and in
urgent need of better communication to
markets.

Mr. W. CoorEr: Does that apply to this
Government only ?

My. LOGAN : The hon. member for Rose-
wood knows quite well that what I am saying
is correct. The Rosevale-Lanefield railway
line was promised thirty-six years ago, and
was approved by the present Government.

Mr. W. Coorer: You are wrong there.

Mr. LOGAN: It was approved of by the
Labour Government.

Mr. W. CoorEr: No, no!

Mr, LOGAN: It was passed in the year
1915.

Mr. W. Cooper: It was not.

Mr. LOGAN : I beg to differ with the hon.
member.

Mr. W. Coorgr: And I beg to differ with
vou; it was not.

Mr. LOGAN : The ex-Premier, Mr, Theo-
dore, when attending a picnic in that district
at Warrill Creek when in Opposition,
made the promise that, if the Labour
party were returned to power, the line would
be constructed. I want to know how far the
Government have honoured that pledge.
We have some of the most fertile land in
Queensland in the Rosevale district. The
land at Mount Mort and Mount Walker
is particularly fertile and heavy producing
country. The farmers are 16 miles from
Harrisville and 20 miles from Lanefield. The
line has been surveyed and promised, and
I understand that money has been placed on
the Estimates for its construction, although
nothing has been done. By providing means
of communication by rail for those already
settled in the country districts the Govern-
ment would be doing a greater service to
the State and would make the present lines
more payable than in undertaking the pro-
gramme they have embarked on in the
Burnett district. It is questionable whether
a lot of the land in the Burnett district is
going to be as prosperous and suitable for
closer settlement as the Government think.
In my opinion the areas are being cut up
too small. I believe a considerable area of
the Burnett would be more successfully
settled if the areas had been three or four
times larger,

Mr. Crayron : Quite right.

Mr. LOGAN: A considerable discussion
has centred round soldier settlements. I
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veoently  asked a question regarding  the
Coominya soldier settlement, which has been
a colossal failure. Men were settled on land
there that was almost wuseless, aund the
people living in the localitx knew it was.
To-day, instead of that settlement being a
prosperous community, the houses have been
removed and sold at ridiculous prices. When
it was intendcd to transfer the soldiers from
this settlement the manager was asked to
endeavour to dispose of some of the houses

on the settlement. He obtained offers as
high as £130.
Mr, Crayron: Private offers?

Mr. LOGAN: Yes.
31r. Orayrox: Shocking!

Mr. LOGAN: An offer was subsequently
zeceived of £80 each for eight other houses,
but they were afterwards advertised for sale
i the ncwspapers and sold for £50 each.
Thess  hou cost  over £200 to erect.
Theyv have only been on the settlement a
yeout or two and should be in good order.

The question of additional polics protec-
tion has been mentioned, and reference has
been made to an elernent of lawlessness in
various parts of the State. It was my
privilege in the recess to take a trip to the
North. I had the opportunity then of seeing
conrditions for myself, and they certainly
wire an eye-opener to me. I certainly agree
with the hon. member for Oxley that more
police protection is highly desirable, especi-
ally In portions of the North. I visited a
{ittle township calied Giru, in the electorate
of the hon. member for Kennedy. There arc
four little stores in the town, and each of
them is, I am told, a sly grog shop. A person
can go along with his cart to any of those
siores and secure beer in broad daylight. 1
want to know how far the liquor laws are
being enforced, and why the Home Secretary
does not attend to his business. This matter
was brought under my notice, and the same
thing was going on at the refreshment-room,
but the Government would not grant a licensec.
I understand that between the storekeepers
and the man in charge of the refreshment-
room in that centre a considerable amount of
beer is disposed of. On one occasion an
1uspector got wind that a consignment of
beer had gone out there, but, when he went
along, of course, he could find no owner.
There were fifty or sixty men working in the
district on telegraph and other work along
the railway line, but the inspector was unable
to extract information as to who owned the
beer, and, in the absence of an owner, the
men naturally helped themselves. I am not
inferring that the police are not doing their
duty, but the law is evaded to such an extent
that the police in endeavouring to do their
duty at such places have very little chance.

1 shall now refer to a complaint on behalf
of the Laidley General Hospital in connec-
tion with the lackadaisical way in which
affairs have been carried on by the Govern-
ment administering the financial affairs of
the hospitals. Some three years ago the
hospital committee obtained the right to run
an art union in connection with the hospital,
and they raised about £2,700, which amount
has not yet been subsidised. They have
heen agitating ever since they raised that
money to have nurses’ quarters erected at the
hospital, but up to date have not been able to
accomplish that. On numerous occasions, on
behalf of the committee, I have offered to use

1925—2 &

[8 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 433

the whole of our money necessary for the erec-
tion of nurses’ quarters, provided that we
have an assurance from the Home Secretary
or the Sceretary for Public Works that, when
money is available for the purpose of subsi-
dising such work, the money expended by the
committee would be forthcoming. Although
that offer hes been made on many occasions it
was only within the last week or two, since
we have had a new Secretary for Publie
Works, that I was able to get anything de-
finite at all. As soon as I put the matter
before the present Minister the hon. gentle-
man did the best he could for me, and we are
now able to go ahead with the work., dJust
imagine, under a Labour Government profess-
ing 1o have the interests of the workers at
heart, being unable to secure accommodation
for nurses at a geneval hospital! That stats
of affairs has existed for years. The hospital
was removed from its previous site, and since
its removal it is more convenient and has
secome  very popular; consequenily it s
always full of patients, and the nurses have
had to take any rooms that were available
after the patients had been dismissed. The
hospital committee had this large sum of
money to their credit in the bank, but owing
to the fact that the Government would not
subsidise any money for building purposes
they were unable to build quarters, and the
nurses had to dig in wherever they possibly
could, Tt is most regrettable when a Go-
vernment who claim to be the friends of the
people, and who should also be the friends
of the working nurses, fail to provide accom-
modation for those nurses.

I want now to refer to the inadequate
accommodation provided in our country
schools in the matter of shelter sheds.
Every country member can back me up in
this argument—that when we endeavour to
zet shelter sheds for the children attending
the country schools we are told there is no
money available for that purpose. The
country schools do not seem to count very
much  with the Government. You must
have a school with an attendance of 200 or
300 children before you get any considera-
tion. T must say that I have been very
successful in working some of the members

of the Government, especially those con-
nected with the Department of DPublic
Works, in getting new schools. My elec-

torate is fairly well supplied so far as
schools are concerned. The only objection I
have at the present time is that we cannot
get shelter sheds. DMany of our country
scheols are taxed to their fullest capacity, and
in some cases the teachers obiect to the chil-
dren going on to the school veranda or into
the school with their lunches, as they drop
crumbs on the floor. They send the children
into the open, and these children should
have- some shelter from the sun. 1 have
never yet been able to get one playshed
built for the children attending schools in
my clectorate, without the committee has had
to stand more than half the cost. The
Works Department will perhaps provide the
iron for roofing.

So far as education generally is con-
cerned, I just want to say that the depart-
ment should consider, even more than it
does, the needs of the children in the
country districts. Let us remember that
many of these children are isolated from
the bigger towns, and have to work harder
tharc most of the children in the cities. In
addition to their lessons, they have to da

Mr. Logan.]
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various jobs about the farm, and they, as
well as the town children, necd the best
education we can possibly give them. In
the country, where the air is fresher, there
15 a vossibility of some of the country
children’s minds being more fertile than 1s
the case with the children in the city, and
with a reasonable opportunity of getting
cducation these counwvry childven will show
the city peopie what they can do. In some
of the smaller ceutres In my district there
are children who give promise that some
day thesr will tuke a very prominent posi-
tion, perhaps. in our Legislature and in
other institutions in the State. I hope the
Government will consider their claims, and
give these childven the same opportunities

that the eity children zve getting. There
are wany schcols in the country districts
where one teacher has countrol of forty

odd children, and has no assistance what-
ever. 1t means that that teacher has six or
seven classes to lock after, and it is an utter
impossibility to give that altention to each
ciasy that is required. As against that, in
the city you have one teacher teaching one
class of thirty or forty children, which is
nothing like the task ot the country teacher
who has six or seven classes to look after. I
hope every assistance will be given to these
country children. so that they can take
their rightful place in the State, and will
have an opportunity of climbing to the top
of the ladder.

I hope that the vexed questions that I

have raised will reccive consideration by
the Government. I have not referred to
thews in any fault-finding spirit. 1 think
mesubers of this House lhave a right to
ventilate their grievances.  They have a
right to point out where things can be

reniedied to the advantage of the public,
and it must not be taken that they do so in
a wrong spirit,

I desire to refer briefly to the  founda-
tion of the railway station at Laidley. Some
vears ago  feundation werk was put in
there at a cost of £3,080. That seemed to be
in the good old days, and things still remain
as they wera then. The present station is
now in a dilanidated condition. I would
remind the Iouse that the Laidley station
building is an iron strncture which was
brought from another district where 1t had
done service some sixty years ago, and I

understand  was originally brought from
Iingland. I hope that the construction

of 4 new station will be proceeded with
by the Government, as it is only fitting
that a town like Laidley should have batter
railway station accommodation than there is
at the present time,

I wish to rcfer to the accident which took
placc at Ielidon station some time ago,
when a young man lost his life. There is
heavy traffic continuously passing in and out
of the station on account of its being a
refreshment-room, and the platform is about
18 inches below the level of the floor of the
carriages. The platform should be raised to
the level of the floor of the railway carriages
to obviate any accidents. I am not insinua-
ting that the Railway Department was
responsibie for the accident which occurred,
but it would be advisable to have the altera-
tion made to obviate accidenls in the future.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): 1 wish to draw the
attention of the House to the fact that on
10th August, 1922, the House passed a resolu-

[Mr. Logan.
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tion which the Government have not seen
fit to give any attention to. I think that it
is the duty of the Government to inform the
House why they have neglected to carry out
the instructions of Parliament. The resolu-
tion I refer to will be found in ¢ Hansard
for 1922, page 586. The then hon. member
for Drayton moved—

“That, in order to increase the manu-
facture of our raw material into sale-
able goods and enable industrious
workers to own shares in the means of
wealth production. it is the opinion of
this House that the Co-operative Agri-
cultural Production Act of 1914 be
extended to secondary industries.”

I seconded that motion, which was carried;
consequently. I take it that it was an instruc-
tion to the Government to take the question
into consideration. Motions such as this,
which occupy perhaps a half-day in discus-
sion in thix Assembly, should not be put
into the waste-paper basket; but, apparently,
that is what has happened. The object of
this motion was to cncourage production and
bring about the expansion of our secondary
industrics, thereby creating a market for our,
primary products and providing facilities
for the emplorment of the industrious men
and women in the State who are now unem-
ployed. We want to create opportunities
for work, instead of importing
[5 p.m.] from the other States of the Com-
monwealth and from overseas the
articles which we use in our everyday life.
When I say “ We,” I mean the individual
members of the Government, the individual
members of this House, and the individual
citizens of the State. We arc using articles
which should be manufactured here by our
own people. but which are being imported
from outside the State.

Mr. CorLins: Why do vou not condemn
your own side in the Federal Parliament?

Mr. FRY: Does the hon. member con-
sider it a fair thing to send to England for
railway bridges—pieces of iron bolted to-
gether which can be made in any foundry
in the State? Why does he ask me to con-
demn the Government in the Federal Parlia-
ment when I am speaking face to face with
him, who supports a (overnment which have
done that? TIs it not a fact that the Govern-
ment sent away orders for three railway
bridges which could have been made over
in South Brisbane or in any plant in the
State? That is the fitting answer to any
interjection from the Government or any
other Government who accuse our party of
sending orders out of Australia. I say that
the principle involved is the same whether
it be for a pound or a penny, £100 or
£100,000. TIf the Government adopt a prin-
ciple and depart from it, they are to be con-
demned just as much as any other Govern-
ment are to be condemned for doing the
same thing. Because some other Govern-
ment send orders out of Australia are we io
applaud the present Government for doing
likewise? Can our engineering firms afford
to turn orders away? hey are waiting for
orders, canvassing for orders; yet the Go-
vernment of this State who refer me to
the Commonwealth Government are guilty
of the very same act with which they charge
other Governments. Then again, 1t occurs
to my mind that this Government sent an
order into the Southern States for railway
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locomotives. but, because the firm concerned
could not exceute it, the order was given
to local firms. The principle is the same.
I hope to be fair to this Government and
every other Government, but, above all, to
the poople I represent.

Let us go into statistics with regard to
our manufactures. I am going to quote now
statistics which were quoted by the Premier

himself some time ago, that is, figures from -

the ““ Commonwealth Year Book.” The
Premier said that he quoted those figures
which suited himself. [ am not going to
quote the figures which suit myself, I am
going to quote the actual figures as they
appear in the “ Commonwealth Year Book,”
from which we find that Queensland is
lagging far behind in manufacturing indus-
tries. It is running a very good last, or
very near to it. Let us take the—

Nuvueer oF PrrsoNs EMPLOYED 1N FACTORIES
pER 10,000 or THE MEAN POPTLATION.
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—_— ‘ 1909. 1914, | 1923,
i
Victoria .. .. ‘ T2 832 i 960
New South Wales .. | 574 €26 1 701
South Australia .1 650 611 1 476
Tasmania .. {503 450 1 481
Western Australia .. 487 545 1 562
Queensland .. ‘ 518 641 556
|

These figures show the increase for nine-
year periods :—

1

Nine years | Nine years
to 1914, | to 1923,
— Liperal |  Labour
Administra- | Administra-
tion. ‘ tion.
} —
Victoria S g0 | az8
New South Wales .. 52 ] 75
South Australia .. 45 ! 65
Tasmania .. .. 53 | 31
Western Australia .. 58 | 17
Queensland .. .. 123 f *75
) % Decrcase.

Up to 1914 Queensland had shown the
greoatest advance. In 1915 this Government
assumed the reins of office, and since they
have been in control Queeensland is the
only State that has shown a decrease ‘in
factory employment in proportion to the
population. Since 1923 there has been no
improvement. On looking round the State
one cannot notice the activity in secondary
industries that one should see. We see large
buildings being erected in Queen street and
elsewhere, and occupied by agents for manu-
facturing firms in Southern States. We find
hon. members opposite referring to these
buildings as a sign_ of prosperity; but is
it a sign of prosperity when people invest
their money in buildings to be occupied by
agents for foreign or southern manufac-
turers? It is not a sign of prosperity, but
shows a decline in our factory activity and
an increase in factory activities in other
States. When we moved the motion in 1922
to which I have referred, we had in mind
the encouragement and expansion of our
secondary industries so that those industries
could hold their own with industries in any
other part of Australia. We wanted to be
able to compete successfully on our local
market; but at the present tirne we are at
the mercy of New South Wales and Vie-
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toria in particular in connection with many
articles in common use. As a result of such
circumstances the mprimary producers—the
men who toil from early morning to late at
night, day after dayv—have a limited market
oa which to operate, wherecas the Southern
States have markets at their very back
door. Instead of having an increase in fac-
tory figures, what do we find? We find on
retercnce to the statistics that the unemployed
relief amounted to about £500 per day.
We also find that the amount distributed in
relicf in 1914 was £4,092. That in itself
indicates there was employment for the
people at that time. In 1922 ~we find that
the amount distributed in relief was £177,019,
which speaks for itself and shows that the
employment was not here. If the employ-

ment was offering in Quecensland, there
would have been no necessity for distri-
buting such an amount in relief. On 2lst

Jaunuary last employment was offering for
200 men to start operations on the South
Brisbane-Kyogle railway, and no less than
2,000 men applied. What did that indicate?
It meant that the men who went down to
the Labour Bureau to register for employ-
ment on that occasion were drawn from all
walks in life. They were not all navvies.
There were men in that number who could
have been absorbed by our secondary indus-
tries if they had been in a flourishing con-
dition: but these men were reduced to such
a condition that they were prepared to take
on pick and shovel work—the heavy work of
navvying—in order to sustain their wives,
families, and selves in food and clothing.
That is the condition of affairs which the
motion in 1922 sought to relieve. We
desired then to crcate a position whereby
employment would be offering in Qucens-
land for them. The improvement we antici-
pated then would take place has not shown
itzelf.  What is the position? The Unem-
ployed Workers’ Insurance Act, which we
supported, and which T am very pleased to
see bas been of benefit to many people out
of work, has had paid into it £363,108, out
of which £337,120 has been disbursed in
sustenance.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—
“ That the question be now put.”
(Opposition interjections,)
Mr. FRY: I object, Mr. Speaker, to such
a motion being moved when I am dealing

with the question of secondary industries,
which is so important to Queensland.

Question—That the question be now put
(Mr. Gillies’s motion)—put; and the House
divided : —

AYEs, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Kirwan

,» Bedford ,» Larcomhe
,» Bruce o Llewelyn

,» Bulcock o Lloyd

,s Carter 5, MeCormack
,;» Collins s» MecLachlan
,» Cooper, W. s Mullan

,» Dash ., Payne

., Dunstan .. Pollock

,» Farrell 5> Riordan

. Ferricks s» Ryan

,, Foley 5> Smith

. Gilday 5 Stopford

,s  Gillies 5 Welr

,s Gledson s Wellington
,» Hanson . Wilson

»» Hynes ,»» Winstanley
5 Jomnes 5 Wright

Tellers: Mr. Dash and Mr. Farreil.

Mr Fry.]
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Noges, 25,
Mr. Barnes, W. H. Mr. Logan
. Bell ,, Maxwell
,» Brand ., Moore
,» Clayton ,,» Morgan
,» Corser ., Nott
,,» Costello ,, Petrie
,, Deacon ,, Roberts
,» Rdwards ., Sizer
,» Elphinstone . Swayne
., Fry ., Taylor
,» Kelso ,, Vowles
,, Kerr ,. Warren
. King
Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Mr. Sizer.
Pares.
AYEs, Nors,
Mr. Conroy Mr. Appel
,,» dartley Peterson
., Pease Walker
Theodore ,, Barnes, . P,

R(\solxed in the affirmative.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
(M. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. W, N. Gillies,
Facham): The TFinancial Statement, the
Jstimates, and the tables relating to the
Treasurer’s Financial Statement having been
circulated since 10 o’clock this morning

Mr. Corser: And published.

The TREASURER : And published. I pio-
pose to follow the Ovamplo of at least one
Southern Parliament, and adk thdt they be
taken as read and publmhod in ¢ Hansard.”

The CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of
the Committec that the Firancial Statement
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I do not think it is courteous to hon. mem-
bers that the Financial Statement should be
handed to the Press before it is given to
this House.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! There can be
no debate on the question— That the State-
mPnt be taken as read and published in

s Hansard.””” Is it the pleasure of the Com-
mittee that the Financial Statement be taken
as read and published in *“ Hansard ”?

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

OpposITioN cries of “ No!”

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Facham): Mr. Pollock—In presenting this
my first Financial Statement, it gives me
much pleasure to be able to say that the
progress of this great State has been well
maintained. Mv predecessor anticipated a
surplus of £8.350 for the vear just ended,
whereas the actual amount was £16,967.

YEAR 1924-1925,
year's estimates and results were as

f 51—
Fstimated. Actual.
Revenue . £14,147,066  £14,897,256
Expenditure £14,137,150 £14,880,289
Surplus £9,850 £16,967

Advantage was taken of the great buoyancy
of the revenue to set eside the amount of
£350,000 towards making provision for the
accumulated deficits, and also £60,000, the
State’s share of the losses on the guarantee
in connection with the cotton crops of 1923
and 1924

Hoﬂaigfa}u N as read and published in The following tables disclose the inoreases
: . . and decreases of vevenue and expenditure as
Mr. MOORE {(Aubigny): I would like to  compared with the FEstimales laid before
say one word before that question is put. Parliament last vear:—
REVENGE, 1924-1925.
§ \ I
Head of Revenue. Estimated. 1 Actual. ' Increase. i Decrease.
£ 5 £ £ i g
Commonwealth 1,034,000 1,034,933 i 933 | ..
Taxation 3,769,000 3,914,161 i 145,161 |
Land 1,375,000 1,436,484 ) 61,484 ‘
Mining o, PN .. 31,000 t 32,257 1,257 | ..
Railways .. .. .. 6,434,000 | 7,052:310 618,310 | i,
Other Receipts 1,504,000 | 1,427,111 \ .. i 76,889
Totals .., 14,147,000 | 14807256 | 827,145 ! 76,889
Increase .. £750,256 ‘ £750,256 -
EXPENDITURE, 1924-1925.
—_ Appropriation. ‘ TExpended. Saving. Tixcess.
£ i £ £ £
Schedules .. 610,746 ‘ 603,523 7,223 ..
Interest on the ‘Public Debt. . 4,219,913 | 4,246,533 .. 26,620
Executive and Legislative 26,322 § 24,767 1,555 ..
Premier and Chief Secretary . . 111,706 | 108,935 2,771 .
Home Secretary .. 1,363,774 ' 1,383,242 .. 19,468
Public Works 238,565 | ,255 14,690
Justice 157,237 | 158,422 . 1,185
Treasurer 374,371 ' 126 298 .. 351,927
Public Lands . 284,555 | 270,971 13,584 ..
Agriculture and Stock 155,006 | 215,241 . 60,145
Public Instruction 1,369,196 i 1,404,466 . 85,270
Mines .. . 70,283 l 66,357 3,926 ..
Railways 5,160,386 | 5,423,279 .. [ 262,803
Totals 14,137,150 14,880,289 29,059 J 772,198
~ )
Net Excess £743,139 £748,139

[Hon. W.N. Gillies.
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The anticipated revenue from income tax
was largely exceeded, and was £209,868 more
than the collections of the previous year.

Land revenue showed an
£61,464 over .the estimate.

increass of

The railway returns were the outstending
feature of the vear’s revenue, the receipts
beipg £618,310 in excess of the Budget
estimate. The net revenue of £1.627,143
exceeded the 1923.1924 figures by £933,230,
and represents a return of almost £3 per
cent. on the total capital invested, as against
£1 6s. 2d. last year. ‘

“ Other receipts ”’ were under the estimate

by  £77,000, the deficiency being mainly
accounted for in interest from the public
balances.

Turning to the expenditure, we find that
the total of the estimate was exceeded
by £743,000, but of this excess £410,000 was
accounted for by expenditure which was not
provided for in the Hstimates. After allow.
ing for the latter sum, the cxcess expenditure

over and above the Budget estimate is
ym‘mcod to £333,000, and of this amount
interest on the public debt and vailwaw

expenditure account for £289,000. Honous-
able members will, T am sure, appreciate the
difficulty in estimating the interest which
will be pavable on loans to be raised during
ﬂlo ﬁnangial vear for which the Treasurer
is budgeting. as the rate of interest and data
the loan is issued are governing factors. The
merease in the railway expendjture -was
brought about by the abnormal volume of
traﬂi.c handled (which is reflected in the
receipts) and repairing the heavy food
damages which occurred during the early
months of 1925, - l

Trusr Funps.

~ The financing of the many Trust Accounts
15 a matter of some magnitude, as the require-
ments naturally increase with the growih
of the business, although in some cases the
assistance required is only temporary. The
total expenditure in 1924-1925 from these
funds  was £6.413122 and the receipts
£6,320.066, leaving a net deficiency in the
Cash Account of about £93,000. In many of
the accounts there was an excess of receipts
over expenditure, whilst others stowed a
reverse position.  The Central Sugar Mills
expended more than was received, and so did
the Cotton Accourt. These two items show a
total excess of expenditure of £243,900. How-
ever, the excess is only temporary, and will
be adjusted when the proceeds of the sugar
and cotton are brought to account.

Generally the Trust Funds are in a sound
financial position, the one exception being
the Stock Discases Fund, and legislation will
be introduced with a view of putting this on
an 1mproved basis.

Loan Fuxp.

A]?uring the financial year just ended pro-
vision had to be made for loans aggregating
£12,056,QOO, which fell due on the 1st January,
Ist April, and 1st July, 1925. Of the total
sum, £11,728,800 was redeemable in London,
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and & Conversion Loan was issued at a price
of £99 per cent., with interest at the rate of
5 per cent. per annum, the loan being repay-
able on the 1st October, 1960, with a Govern-
ment option of redemption at any time after
lst October, 1940. This, like the previous big
Conversion Loan, was an unqualified success,
and was referred to in very flattering terms
by the London “ Times” and other leading
London papers. {lash applications amounted
to £45,552,600. and the Conversion applica-
tions £7.950,000, making a total of £53,502.500.
This loan was orviginally raised in 1875-1882,
and matured in 1915, when a Conversion Loan
was avranged by the Denham Government for
a period of ten yvears. the loan again falling
due on the 1zt April, 1925. The net proceeds
of the loan work out at £96 7s. 9d. per cent.,
the interest only on the net procceds being
£5 3s. 9d., and the interest cost including
redemption £5 ds. 4id., the return to the
mvestor if the loan bhe redeemed at the later
date being £5 1=. 23d. Representations were
made to tha Bank of Eangland for special con-
cewsigns in its charges for this issue, and the
hank agrecd to cousiderably reduce the rates
for msnagement, cie., as set out in the agree-
meni between the bank and the Government,
such concessions resulting In a saving to the
State of £11.611.

Of the maturing loans repayable in the
Commonwealth, namely, £327,200, we re-
doemed by a cash payment £204,300. the
Sinking Fund Trustees handed to the Trea-
cancellation £27,700, and the
balatee, #£95.200, which was held by the
trustees, will probably be renewed at an
nterest rate of 55 per cent.

surer  for

Last wear the Australian Loan Council
agreed that the Commonwealth Government
should be the central borrowing authority
for the loan requirements in Australia of the
Commonwenlth and all the States. We also
agreed. in common with the other States, to
restrict our borrowings overseas to an amount
sufficient to mest our oversea interest and
other payments, and any further amounts
for the redemption of maturing loans. This
action on the part of the Commonwealth and
the States materially assisted towards reduc-
ing heavy exchange rvates. Under the agree-
meat the Commonwealth raised a loan in
Australia of £10,428270 for the combined
requirements  of the Commonwealth and
States, and of this sum Queensland’s share
was £1,374.960. The loan was issued at an
interest vate of 6 per cent. and a price of
£93 10s., repavable in 1930 or 1935, the
cffective rate of interest working out at
£6 10s. 5d. for the shorter period and £6
6:. 8d. for the longer.

Quecensland raised a loan in London for
new money of £4,000,000, at a rate of 5 per
cent., with the price of issue £97 10s., matur-
ing in 1960, with a Government option to
redeem it any time after 1st October, 1940.
The loan was oversubscribed and closed a day
earlier than was originally intended, the
amount offered being &£5,751,500. The net
proceeds of this loan recalised £94 12s. 44d.
per cent., the interest only on the net proceeds
working out at £5 5s. 8id. and the interest
cost, including redemption, £5 6s. 8id.

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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g‘lhe transactions of the Loan Account for last year are summarised in the following
table ;—

LOAN FUND.
Transactions of Loan Fund for Year 1924-1925.
£ £ £
Ciash balance at 1st July, 1924 .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,672,325
Receipts daring the year—
Repayments by local authorities, ete. .. . .. .. . 390,974
Receipts under Land Sales Proceeds Act .. .. .. .. .. 1,602
Procceds of issues for conversion of loans matured —
5% per cent. (London) .. .. v .. 12,703,734
Less discounts and charges . .. .. .. .. 330,099

— 12,373,635
5 per cent. (London) . .. .. .. .. . 11 478 800
Less discounts and charges .. .. .. .. 423,725

———— 11,305,075
.. 55,100

————— 23,733,810
Instalment stock issued to the Commonw (\alth Bank of Australia
on account of matured holdings .. .. .. .. 250,000

Proceeds of new loan insties—

6 per cent. (local)

5 per cent. (London) . .. .. .. . 4,000,000
Less discounts and charges .. .. .. .. .. 215,232
—_——— 3,784,768
6 per cent. (local) . .. .. . .. .. .. 565,571
5% per cent. (local) . .. .. .. .. .. .. 30,000
595,671
Less charges o .. .. .. .. .. .. 155
————— 595,416
6 per cent. (State‘s proportlun of issue by Commonwealth
Government) . .. . .. 1,374,980
Less discounts and charges .. .. .. .. .. 32,101
—— 1,342,879
— 5,723,063
Loan from Commonwealth Bank of Australia under Clause 10 of
the Commonwealth Bank Agreement Ratification and State
Advances Act of 1920 on account of increase in Savings Bank
depositors” balances . .. .. 682,000
Cash deposits by insurance companle\ under the Insurance Act
of 1923 .. .. 49,950
Loan from Commonwealth Government on account o soldier
settlement .. . . .. .. 29,890

£33,5633,614
E\pendlture during the year—

Expenditure as per Budget Table E2 .. 4,081,741
Amount paid to Sinkmg Fund in terms of agreement with the

Commonwealth Government on account of loans advanced

for local authoritics .. 4,000
Refund of deposit under the Insurance Act of 1923 .. 5,000
Redemption of debentures and inscribed stock issued under Govern-

ment Loan Acts—

Loan Act of 1884 .. .. .. .. .. .. 11,419,000
Loan Act of 1889 .. .. .. .. . .. 1,654,834
Loan Act of 1914 .. .. .. .. . .. 11,728,800
Loan Act of 1918 .. . .. .. .. .. 56 500
—_ 28,849,875
4,683,739
Add—
Amount of outstanding advances on account of co-operative
agricultural productlon transferred to Trust Funds—Agricul-
tural Bank .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 45,494
4,729,233
Deduct—
Capit:%l expenditure, ete., transferred from Trust Funds on account
of—
Chillagoe State smelters .. .. .. .. .. .. 281,822
State enterprises .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,080,200
State sawmills .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ,192
— 1, 3/0 214
Cash balance at 30th June, 1925 .. .. . .. . .. . £3, 359 019
StarE ENTERPRISES. : that the capital should be written down as
Full information in respect to the financial ~ follows:—
position of the various enterprises for the . £
year just ended and the balance-sheets and State stations ... ... 674,789
report dealing with the operations will be State cannery ... ... 89,959
made available to honourable members at an State fish supply v ... 84080
early date. —_—
The committee appointed under the State ’ £808,828

Enterprises Act, after a careful and exhaus- These amounts have, therefore, been written
tive examination into the financial position off the loan indebtedness of the above enter-
of each enterprise, determined and declared prises in the books of the Treasury,

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.



Financial Statement,

Savinegs BANEK.

Under the transfer agreement the State
%ias a call upon 70 per cent. of the increase
in depositors’ accounts as a loan for a term
of twenty-five years. We have on all
occasions taken advantage of this provision,
and for the period 1st October, 1920, when
the agreement became operative, to the 30th
June last, the amount made available to the
State was £2,088,665 at an interest rate of
45 per cent. We are also partners in the
conbined Savings Bank business of the Com-
wonwealth Bank in Queensland, and share
equally with the bank any profit or loss.
During the opsration of the agreement we
have recoived £29,472 net as our share of
‘the total profits to.31st December, 1924, and
I am coniident that there will be a further
amount paid to the State.on account of the
rrofits for the half-year ended 30th June,
1925, 'In addition to the call which the State
has upon 70 per cent. of the increased
deposits, which by the way include interest
credited, wo have the right to renew for a
further term of twenty-five years any matur-
ing Queensland Government securifies held
by the Bavings Bank Branch of the Com-
monwealth Bank. During the financial year
just ended debentures amounting to £250,000
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held by the bank, and which were originally
issued in June, 1885, fell due, and we exer-
cised our right of renewing them at 44 per
cent. interest for a further period of twenty-
five years.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

Up to the 30th June, 1925, the losses to
the State on account of interest and principal
written off soldier settlement accounts
togethor with the administrative costs
amounted to £743,389, to which must be
added £371.228, the interest paid to the
Commonwealth 1n excess of that charged
the soldier settlers, making the gross cost to
the State £1,114,617. If we deduct from this
latter sum the interest rebate of 25 per cent.
allowed by the Commonwealth, amounting
to £297,994, we get a net cost to the State to
30th June last of £816,623.

The Commonwealth has submitted an
agreement which provides inter alia for
certain interest concessions and also for the
writing off of £475,000 of the capital debt
of the State on account of soldier settlement

loans received from the Commonwealth. We
have notified the Prime Minister of our
acceptance of the agreement, and when

finalised full particulars will be made avail-
able.

ESTIMATES, 1925-1926.
REVENUE FUND.
Recetpts.
My estimate of revenue for the current financial year Is as follows :—For the purpose of comparison I

hiave given the amounts received last year.

Amount from Commonwealth ..
Taxation .. .. ..
Land revenue .. ..
Mining receipts .. .. ..
Railways

Other receipts

Total

It will be seen that the total anticipated
receipts for 1925-1926 show an increase over
1924-1925 of £712,744.

Taxation is estimated to produce £4,030,000
as against £3,814.161 received last vear—an
increase of £115.839, of which income tax is
responsible for £90,000.

From land revenue I expect to receive this
vear an additional £28,500.

Railway revenue is estimated at £497.690
more than was roceived in 1924-1925. The
increase in freights and fares operated last
year from about the middle of August only,
and this fact, taken in conjunction with the
additional returns from the linking up of

Schedules .. s

Interest on the public debt

Executive and Legislative

Premier and Chief Secretary

Home Secretary .. ..

Department of Public Works ..

Department of Justice .. .. .. v
The Treasurer .. .. .. .. .
Department of Public Lands .. ..
Department of Agriculture and Stock
Department of Public Instruction
Department of Mines .. .

Department of Railways

Total expenditure .. .

The total for 1925-1926 is an increase over
the 1924-1925 figures of £718,322.

Received. Hstimated for

19'24;1 925. 19'25;51926.
1,034,933 1,067,000
3,014,161 4,030,000
1,436,484 1,465 000
32,257 33,000
7,052,310 7,550,000

. 1,427,111 1,465,000 ¢
£14,897,256 £15,610,000

the Townsville and Cairns railway systems,
should insure that the estimate abovemen-
tioned will be realised. Further, the season
for sugar and agricultural products promises
very heavy traffic for the railways, and an
improvement in the movement of live stock
is looked for.

“ Other receipts’”’ are estimated to return
about £38.000 more than last year, the
greater portion of this being on account of
interest from loans to local bodies.

Expenditure.
The estimated expenditure for the current
year and the actual for last year are given
in the table which follows:—

Expended, Bstimated for
1924;}925. 1925;:1926.
603,523 .. 528,173
4,246,533 R 4,617,830
24,767 .. 26,986
108,985 144,585
1,383,242 1,503,748
248,255 275,686
158,422 194,610
726,208 386,919
270,971 303,401
. .. 215,241 176,185
.. .. 1,404,466 .. 1,520,923
.. 66,357 .. 82,092
5,423,279 .. 5,887,478
£14,880,289 £15,598,611

Interest on the public debt accounts for
an additional £371,000.

Hon. W. N. Gqllies.]
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The Chief Secretary’s Department shows
an_excess over last year of £35,000, which
includes  £27,000 for expenditure on the
radio service. The service will be revenue
producing, and as £20,000 of the expendi-
ture is for plant it will be non-recurring.

The Home Department shows a large
anticipated increase over last year of
£120,500, which is accounted for by the

increased provision for hospitals, police, and
generally for increases under awards and
thelputtmg into operation of the 44-hour
week,

The provision for the various services of
the Works Department has been increased
over last year’s expenditure to the extent of
£27.000, the greater poriion of this increase
being on account of additions and repairs
to school and other buildings.

The amount proposed for the Justice
Department shows an increase over last
year’s expenditure of £36,000, and of this
amount £20,000 is to provide for the
expenscs of the general election.

The Treasury shows a decrease of £339 090
over last year’s disbursements, but after
allowing for the item of £350,000 set aside
for the reduction of the accumulated deficits
and previously referred to, we get an
inerease of £11,000, of which £10.000 is for
new machinery for the printing office.

The Lands Department’s votes are £32,000
movre than expended lzst vear, about £10,000
additional  being provided for  distriet
offices and forestry, respectively, and £4,000
for Survey Office.

In Agriculture and Stock the vote is less
by £25,000 than was expended last year,
but as the latter included an item of
£60,000 for cotton losses theve is an increase
of £21,000 in the comparable expenditure.
The excess is mainly accounted for by an
ddditional amount for the development of
agricultural, horticaltural, and ~ dsirying
industries,

_The total sum required for Public Instruc-
tion exceeds the expenditure for the pre-
vious year by £115,000. New awards for
teachers  and  others have materially
increased  the  rvemunerations of  these
officers;  and, further, considerable addi-
i have been made to staffs. The pro-
n for State scheols has been increased
b £73.000, secondary education by £9,000,
and technical education by £15,000. ‘

For the AMines Department a sum  of
£16.000 in excess of lasi year's disburse-
ments i< asked for, the increasc being

accounted for mainly under the votes in aid
of mining.

In Railways there js an increase over last
vear of £414.000. This sum includes pro-
vision for the 44-hour week, and necessary
expenditure to handle the anticipated addi-
tional volume of business.

Summariscd, the result for the year 1925.
1926 uporn the foregoing Estimates will be—

£
15.610,000
15,598,611

£11,389

Total revenue
Total cexpenditure

Surplus

Trust Fuxps.

The proposed expenditure from these
funds totals the large sum of £7,585,902 as
compared with £6.413.122 expended last
year—an increase of £1,172,780. As pre-
viously ~mentioned, the Trust Accounts
generally are in a sound position, and the

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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additional exnenditure is on account of
incrcased activities of the services catered
for by these accourts. TFor Agriculiural
Bank advances £600.000 is allotted, as
against £236,548 expended last vear. For
advances for construction  of  Workers
Dwellings and Workers’ Homes and pur-

chase of land for same, £725.000 is being
provided, compared with £428.528 expended
last vear. For Central Sugar Mill au
expenditure  of  £1,600,000 is anticipated,
which 13 £77,000 more than last year. For
the State Insurance Office £721.435 is pre-

vided, as against £6565.718 exponded last
year. The Main Roads Board estimate
expending  £639.000 this wear, which is

about £232.000 more than last vear. Gene-
rally additional expenditure from Trust
Accounts means additional veceipts, which
are credited to the relative accounts.

Loan Fuwp.

The Commonwealth and States, New
South Wales «xcepted, have agreed thet
the Acstralian Losn Council should con-

tinue to function during the cuvrent financial
vear. The loan programme for 1925-1926 was
discussed and a mutual agreement arrived
at in respest to  Australlan and Londen
[oar. arrangements.

Queensland’s loan programme for this
vear ontails an expenditure of #£5.579.5807,
which will be raised partly in Australia and
partly overseas.

Last year the expenditure totalled
£4,081.741, which was about £300,000 less
than the amount budgeted for. It will be
seen that we propose expending this year
£1,498.000 more than last year, of which
railways will absorb £952.000, loans to local
authorities £57,000, loans to Hospital Boards
£89.000, land resumptions £236.000, land
settlement £39,000, forestry £23,000, irriga-
tion activities £143.000, and Main Roads
Board £1566,000. Some of the services show
decreases. The amount allotted to railwars
for the vear—viz., £2,728,000-—includes
£1,000,000 for rolling-stock, the expenditure
upon which last year was £631,000.

The decision of the Government to
increase the basic wage will involve an
cxpenditure of approximately £240,00C.
VWhen the amount has been definitely ascer-
tained, Supplementary Ystimates will he
introduced covering the appropriation, and
T will then indicate how it is proposed to
provide for the additional amount. It neces-
sarily follows that the Estimates presented io
Parliament to-day will need to be increased
in consequence of the Government’s deci-
sion.

Mr. Polloek, T move—

“That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year 1925
1926, the sum of £300 to defray the
salary of the aide-de-camp to His Excel-
lencr the Governor.”

The TREASURER : Mr. Pollock, I beg to
move—

“That you do now leave the chair,
report progress, and ask leave to sit
again.”

Question stated.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I rise to a point
of order. 1 draw wvour attention, Mr. Pol-
lock, to the fact that the motion—

“That £300 be granted for ¢ Aide-de-
camp to His Excellency the Governor”—

has not been put to the Committee.



Want of Confidence Motion. [9 SEPTEMBER.] Want of Confidence Motion.

The CHAIRMAN : The question is—
“That I do now leave the chair,
report progress, and ask leave to sit
again.”
OpposiTioN cries of ““ No. no!”
The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Works: You
are cutting your political throats.
Question put and passed.
The House resumed.
The CHAIRVAN reported progress.
The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 5.22 p.m.
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