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TUESDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1925,

The Speaker (Hon, W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Nox-Vorers at Toowoouss By-ELEcTION.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) asked
the Attorney-General—
In connection with the recent by-election
at Toowoomba,
“1. How many names were on the
roll at the date of the election?
2. How many electors failed to vote?
¢ 3. How many show-cause letters were
sent out by the returning officer to the
persons who failed to record their votes?
4, What number of replies to such
letters were received ?
5. What number of such letters were
returned through the dead letter office?
“6. How many persons have been
prosecuted ?
“7. How many intended further prose-
cutions ?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

1. 7,696.

“ 2. 1,685,

3. 1,605,

4. 494,

“5. 573.

“6. 4.

“01

House SHORTAGE 1IN GREATER DBRISBANE;
ADVANCES ¥OR WORKERS® DWELLINGS.

Mr., KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

“’1. Is he aware there is a house short-
age in the Greater Brisbane area?

2. What embargo was placed by the
Government in regard to advances for
workers’ dwellings, g1v1ng amounts and
dates since Ist July, 19237

‘3 Would it not be to the advantage
of the State to meet the requirements of
the community, so far as housing is con-
cerned, to deviate funds from losing
State investments into homes for the
workers. If so, will he make every
endeuvour to meet the situation?

‘4, What rate of interest was charged
the Advances Corporation for moneys
appropriated by Parliament for the
financial years cnded 30th June, 1924
and 19257

@R

5. At what rate did the Government
socure these funds?

6. When the State Savings Bank was
transferred to the Commonwealth, what
were the accumulated profits ~tandnm to
reserve ?

“7. Was this paid into the ordinary
revenuc account of this State?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—

‘1. The numerous Press advertise-
ments of dwellings for sale by house
agents suggest that there is no appre-
ciable shortage. Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber is referring to a possible shortage
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of houses for renting by persons who do
not wish to purchase a home; the Go-
vermment is not engaged in the business
of building houses for this purpose.

2. December, 1923.—Applications
were received without restriction, but
priority of construction was given to
Liouses not exceeding a cost of about
£500. August, 1924.—New applications
were not received for workers’ dwellings
nor for workers’ homes to cost over
about £500. January, 1925.-—Applica-
tions were received for both workers’
dwellings and workers’ homes up to a
cost of about £500. June, 1925.—The
foregoing restrictions were removed.

“ 3, See answer to No. 1. The Go-
vernment will continue to suitably pro-
vide for the operations of the State
Advances Corporation in a way which
will best serve the interests of the com-
munity.

“4. From 4 per cent. to 4% per cent.
5. From 4% per cent. to 6 per cent.
6. £362,206 1s, 2d.

“q, The amount was credited to a
Trust Fund, and subsequently portion
was transferred to revenue. The
accumulated profits in connection with
workers’ dwellings operations are carried
forward from year to year as shown by
the annual reports of the manager of the
State Advances Corporation.””

INSTRANCE  FUND—RECEIPTS
AND DISBURSEMENTS.

My, FRY {(Rurilpa) asked the Secretary for

Public Works—

‘1. What is the total amount of money
contributed under the Unemployed
Workers” Insurance Act of 1922 up to
and including 30th June, 1925, by—

(@) Government employees?

(h) The Government?

{¢) Employees other thar Government
emplovees ?

(d) Employers other than the Geo-
vernment ?

“2. What is the total amount of unem-
ployved insurance disbursed up to and
mneluding 30th June, 19252

“3. In what manner are contributions
undeor the Act invested, and at what rate
of interest?

A What is  the total amount of
interest earned on such contributions up
to and including 30th June, 19257

“5. (1) Are blacksmiths, ecarpenters,
clerks, labourers. shop assistants, stone-
masons, waterside workers, and miners
paid unemployment insurance under
identical conditions; (7)) If nnot, why
not?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—
‘“1. Separate particulars as above are
not available. A record is available of
the amount contributed by permanent
employces of the State and by the Go-
vernment as employer in respect of such
permanent emplovees, for the financial
vear ended 30th June, 1925. Full parti-
culars will be given in the annual report,
which will be tabled in the course of a
few weeks. The total amounts contri-
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buted up to and ircluding the 30th June,
1925, were—

£ s.d.
(«) Employees 181,554 5 8
(6) Employers 181,554 5 8

Total ... £363,108 11 4

“ 2, Presumably the information de-
sired is the amount of sustenance dis-
bursed.  Sustenance payments to the |
date in question amounted to £337,120
12s. 2d.

¢ 3. All contributions are remitted to
the Treasury. The investment of surplus
funds is a_matter in the discretion of the
Honourable the Treasurer.

“4, See answer to Question 3.

‘5. With the exception of waterside
workers and workers in the coalmining
industry, the workers in the above-
mentioned callings are paid sustenance
under identical conditions. With regard
to waterside workers and workers in the
coalmining industry, the Unemployment-
Council, on which employers have repre-
sentation, made rules in pursuance of
powers given them by the Act, providing
for the payment of sustenance based on
the number of days unemployed in each:
month. In ordinary callings workers are
not paid sustenance for the first fourteen
days of unemployment, This provision
1s not easily applicable to callings where
the work is only casual or intermittent,
hence the special scheme for waterside
workers and workers in the coalmining
industry.”

REerorT BY HoxN., J. A. FIHELLY ON AGENT-

GexErAL'S OFrick IN LONDON,; IETC.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Premier—

“1. The late Agent-General (J. A.
Fihelly) having publicly stated, on his
return from England, that he would make
a report to Cabinet, will he, the Pre-
micr, state if any report has yet been
received, particularly in regard to his
(Mr. Fihelly’s) retirement? If so, will he
lay such report on the table of the House?

2. If no report in this connection has
heen received, what action was taken by
the Government to securc one?

¢ 3. The honourable member for Chil-
lagoe, Mr. Theodore, stated that Mr.
Fihelly informe! him that he (Mr.
Fihelly) intended to make certain recom-
mendations in regard to the English
office. Will the Premier state if any
action was taken on such recommenda-
tions if submitted 7’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,

Facham) replied—

“1. A memorandum furnished by the
late Agent-General (Mr. J. A, Fihelly)
was laid on the table of the House on the
2nd September, 1924, (S8se “‘ Queensland
Parlismentary Debates,” volume CXUIIL.,
page 533.)

“2. See answer to No. 1.

“3. No action has been taken in
regard to such recommendations.”

INCREASED RarLway REecerers DueE 10 IN-
CREASED FARES AND FREIGHTS.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary

for Railways—

1. What was the increased amount for
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the year 1924-1925 it was estimated would ‘5, What is the total cost to date of

be received by the Railway Department all stallions, including cost of keep and

on account of the increased fares aud total earnings?

freights? “6. How many of them are—(a) Alive
2. What iccreased amount, approxi- now; (») having the necessary organs for

mately, was received because of suesn service 777

jpereme. The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon W. Forgan Smith, Maclay) replied—

{Hon. ‘J- Larcorbe, Heppel) replied— 1. From the table hercunder 1t will
1. £350,060. be noticed that the number of Clydesdale
“ 2. Approximately £394,000.” . sialilons used for this duty for the season

1924-25 were increased to eight by the
inclusion of the Department of Agricul-

SPECTAL _—'T\I_mexc_s 0 Porice Forcr N Linu ture and Stock stallions ° Prospector’
or Repueep HoUrs or Dury. : and ¢ Warwick Lad, which animals were

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Homeo seconded from Gindie State Farm and
Becretary— Hermitage State Farm, respectively, in

order 1o cater for the requirements of as
many owners of mares as possible for
that sea:on,

‘1. In paying special allowaneces to the
Police Foree, in lieu of reduced hours of
duty, what is the estimated saving to the

Police Department per annum? Stallions, No. of Mares.
_ 2. Is he satisfied that the spirit and Baron Again ... b6
intention of the legislation dealing with Bold Wryllie .. 03
tm{oM hours per week has been carried Fabric’s Heir ... 44
out? General Wallace ... ... 16
43, Will he permit br Ovder in Council, Glena.]la - ... 66
or allow to be duly registered agreements Premier Again ... ... 50
hased on a similar basis between privite FProspector ... .. B4
enterprise and emplovees? If not, ou Warwick Lad ... 36
what grounds would this be prohibited? —
4. If the agreement entered into with Total .. .. .45
the police to work more than forty-four ¢ Fabric’s Heir’s’ quota of mares was
m)rk‘mg. hours per weck is not ultra vires fifty-nine, but this stallion died (19th
the Arbitration Act, will he kindly speci- November. 1924) before the completion
flically state the cl‘ause ‘.\'he}rem such agrec- of the season. The quota for the colt
ment is covered by law?” “Whaewick Lad’ was limited owing to
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. . the fact that it was his first season.
Btopford. Meunt Morgan) replied— . “2, Fees carned by each stallion dur-
“1. There is no saving. Only one ing 1924 season— £ d
sehe;mo was considered, and that involved ’ . 'i 0
an increase in cxpenditure. }Emon ;}ga-}n - 1712
“9 The hononrable _ e Bold Wrilie ... .. 132 6 0
. The honourable member should he Fabric’s Heir 92 8 0
aware that a question should not involve Coneral Wallace 15012 0
an expression of opinion. Glenalla oiz812 0
“3 and 4 1 am only concerned witn Premier Again 105 0 0
matters which can be dealt with by me as Prospector L. 134 8 0
Home Secretary.” Warwick Lad .. 7512 0
STATE STALLIONS. Total £955 10 0
Mr. DEACON (Cunningh The total cost of all stallions during 1924
N (Cunningham) asked the season was £1,213 13s. 3d., which gives

Secretary for Agriculture—
“1. How many mares were served by
g?;?on'?me stallion  during the 1924 “3. The only information available is
from replies regarding mares in foal

‘2. What fees were earned i:)y each i i r
stallion, and cost for each stallion during gc‘;)vngssatoef Iflfﬂlé;oﬂf re‘;;coeﬁ;fdto f;%ﬁmﬁgi

1924 season? letter forwarded from the Department

an average of £151 14s, 2d. for each
stallion.

3. dHOW many foals to cach stallion of Agriculture and Stock to the owners
(nimo ) were foaled alive in 19242 of all mares which received service in
4. Were any concessions in reduced 1923. As will be noted from the follow-
fees allowed for mares missing from the ing figures, no information is available in
previous season? - respect of thirty-six mares:—
} Replies - ! No. of “ No. of | Percent-
. | . No.of reccived ' TUnac- ' Mares | Mares age of
Stallion. ; District. Mares in  counted: im ! notin © Mares in
j Served. | reslt?ect { for. | Foal. | Foal. : Foal
x Pt
i —_ ] !
Premier Again ., .. | Roma-Wallumbilla. . 52 52 4 .0 0 ex |oer 48
General Wallaco .. | Clifton .. .. 57 57 ! .. | 28 129 49
Glen{illa .. .. .. | Rosewood .. .. 57 48 ' 9 ] 23 25 18
Fabric’s Heir .. .. | Boonah o] 59 51 ! 8§ 1 2 26 49
Bold Wyllie .. .. | Nanango .. .. 60 55 | 5 036 | 19 655
Baron Again .. .. } Mary Valley . 49 ! 385 ! T 15 20 | 43
! Totals .1 833¢ | o208 | 38 | 1s2 | 146 | 3025
| !
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Mean percentage of foals, 51 per cent.
Generally, weather conditions were very
dry during this season.

“ 4, No. Service fees were refunded,

however, in respect of ten mares which
refused service.

5. Total payments to 30th June,
1925, of all stallions, £6,875 1Is. 9d.;
total earnings of all stallions to 30th
June, 1925, £1,652 14s. .

“ 6. {a) Five; (b) four.”

AGREEMENT BETWEEN SUGAR DOARD  AND
Coronrar- Svear  Rermvixe  CoOMPANY,
Lrvrren.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Pre-

mier—

“Will he lay upon the table of the
House a copy of the agrecment entered
into between the Sugar Board and the
Colonial  Sugar Refining Company.
Limited, for the refining and disposal
of the present year’s sugar crop? ”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Eacham) replied—

‘“No agreement has been entered into
between the Sugar Board and the
Colonial  Sugar Refining Company,
Limited, but I lay on the table a copy
of the agreement between the Govern-
ment and that company.”

Whereupon the Premier laid on the table of
the House copy of the agrcement between
the Government and the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company, Limited.

Rerorts oF FarRM WoORKERS aAxD CoOTToN
WORKERS’ INDUSTRIAL BOARD.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) asked the
Sceretary for Public Works—

“In view of the fact that the Farm
Workers” Industrial Board and the
Cotton Workers’ Industrial Board were
constituted over twolve months ago o
report on the question of the application
of arbitration awards to rural workers—

1. Ileve the reports of these Boards
vet been presented?

“2. What was tha total cost of each
Board?

“3. Will he lay upon the table of the
House a copy of ecach report for the
mformation of members representing
country electorates?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Elon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied—

‘“1. The 1eports have been presented
to the Court of Industrial Arbitra-
tion.

“2. (¢) Farm Workers’ Board, £2,534

4s. 8d.; (h) Cotton Farm Workers
Industrial Board, £1,119 3s. 3d.

“3. The reports were furnished at
fhe request of the president of the
Industrial Arbitration Court and not

the Department of Public Works. As
the applications to the Court for awards
for the callings of farm workers have
not vet been finalised, the reports are
not published and may remain so until
the Court orders their publication.”

[ASSEMBLY.]
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CosT or MURGON-PROSTON AND WINDERA

BrAYCH RAILWAYS.

Mr. EDWARDS (XNanango)
Secretary for Railways—

1. What was the estimated cost of
the Murgon-Proston line and the Win-
dera branch line, respectively?

<9 What was the actual cost of each
of these lines?”

asked the

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) replied—
«“1 and 2. The information is in

course of preparation,”

ROCKHAMPTON-TOWNSVILLE RAILWAY—COST OF

SECTIONS.
Mr. KING (Logan), for Mr. Moore
(Aubigny), asked the Secretary for Rail-

ways—

“ What was (d) the estimated, (b}
the actual, cost of each section of the
Rockhampton-Townsville  line,  other
than sections which were open to traffie
prior to 1914?77

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“The information is in course of pre-
paration.”

QUGCESTED BROADCASTING OF PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES.

Mr. KELSO (¥Nundah) asked the Pre-
mier—

«7Tp view of the fact that the Govern-
ment has established a radio station in
Brisbans, will he favour the alteration
of the hours of the sitting of the House
from 2 p.m. until § p.m. to enable the
public to listen in to the speeches of
members in the evening?”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N.

Facham) replied—

Gillies,

% No. The present broadcasting pro-
gramme is being provided by a fem-

porary station, and the hours of work-
ing will probably be revised at a later
date.”

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table. and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Police Investment Board
for the year ended 3lst December,
1924. »
Rules for the general government and
discipline ot the members of the
Police Force of Quecnsland, dated
23rd December, 1924

The following papers were laid on the

table : — )

Reoulations 15, 16, and 17 of the Pri-

“mary Producers’ Levy Regulations,

1925, made under and for the pur:

poses of the Primary Producers

Organisation Acts, 1922 to 1923, and

published  in  the ‘ Government
Gazette >’ of the 25th July, 1925

TRegulation 144 made under and for the
purpeses of the Dairy Produce‘Act of
1920, and published in the “Govern-
ment Gazette’” of the 25th July, 1925,
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PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS ACTS

AMENDMENT BILL.
INITISTION.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W, Forgan Smith, Maclay): 1 beg to
move—

© That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Commlttee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend
the Primary Products Pools Acts, 1922
to 1923, in certain particulars.”

Questien put and passed.

PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA-
TION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(ITon. W. Forgan Smith, Maclay): 1 beg to
move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend
the Primary Produce1s Organisation
Acts, 1922 to 1923, in certain particulars.”

Quostlon put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DE®BATE,

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): T am sure that I
am expressing the sentlments of every hon.
member when I say that it is with extreme
regret that we learn that the Governor will
soon be departing from Queensland. I think
that of all the Governors who have been here
Sir  Matthew Nathan has seen more of
Queenstand than any of them, and there is
vot the slightest doubt that the information
which he has gained during his tours of
Quecnsland will be of inestimable benefit to
the State when he goes Home again. As
a matter of fact, he will be oune of our best
advertising agents. Hon. members oppo-
site, wccmd"ng to their platform. must of
ncce%srw advocate the abolition of Imperial
Governors, but I hope that the time is
far distant when we shall have a locally
appointed Governor, because it is very nearly
impossible for any Iouallv appointed Governor
to divest himsclf of party interest as com-

pared with an Imperial Governor, who
comes here unbiased and ready to learn
the local conditions. )

My, F. A. Coorrr: He

. is & party man
appointed by a party in England.
Mr. KELSO: It is suggested that. if he

is a party man appuinted b\ a party Govern-
ment, he mast of necessity take on a party
colouring.  Very well: we have the e\'xmple
of the Governor of Tasmania, who was a
Labour man appointed by a erboul‘ Govern-

ment.  VWould %he hon. member :upgett that
the Governor of Tasmania is biased?

Mr. F. A, CoorEr: No.

Mr. KELSO: Of cowrse, cverrthing that

comes from the other side is unbiased.
everything that comes from this side is
biased; but the hon. member must recog-
nise that, the precedent hawng been set of
'xppomfmv a man who professedly is a
Tabour Governor, and who does not fail to
take every opportunity to say that he has
been a Labour man, hon. members on the
other side suggest that he must be absc-
lutely unbiased.

and

[4 Aveust,]
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I compliment, first of all, the hon. member
for Toowoomba on the speech he made
under the difficult circumstances he made
it. The scconder of the Address in Reply,
the hon. member for Buranda, being an
old campaigner by this time, thought fit
t» make seme remarks with reference to the
displsy  which generally takes place when
the Governor opens Parliament. He does
not like the ““pomp and circumstance’;
bo does not like the retinues; he does not
Iike the mounted police and the artillery,
Hm mounted troopers, or the soldiers. The
kon. member is a plain-minded man; he is
trying to make us believe that he does not
believe in any pomp or ceremony whatever.
T.ct me remind the hon. member that prob-
ably he was marching in that procession on
last May Day, when the banners were flying,
when they had those cmblems painted in
gaudy colours representing their particular
scction.

The Howe ScereTary: We have a scction;
you have not,

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman admits
that the Labour party is a section, 1 am
very glad to he'u that: they are always
trying to make us believe that they are
always for the people. Let me quote the

words of one of the Labour members in
England, the Right Hon. J. H, Thomas,
P.C., M.P.

Mr. HaxsoN: Who is he?

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member does nob
know his Labour confreres at Home. In

“ Pearson’s Magazine’”’ for March last Mr.
Thomas wrote an article giving his experi-
ences as a Labour member. I would advise
hon. members on the other side to read what
Mr. Thomas has said; it will be a revelation
to them.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
thing about unitr?

Mr. KELSO: He said that the experience
they had had as a Labour Government was
worth a tremcndous amount to them. On
the question of pomp and ceremony let me
give one qguotation:—

¢ Critieism and abuse has been metfed
out to us as Labour Ministers, less for
our participation in Court functions than
for ounr acceptance of precedents in
regard to dress, The cause of the
troubie was that we donned, on these
occasions, the plumes and trappings of
the ancient aristocratic régime. Pcople
who talk like this are narrow-minded.”

T hope that the hor
listening—

Did he say any-

1. member for Buranda is

“ Ope incident gave me genuine amuse-

ment. I w a~ a participant in a briliiant
scene st Buckingham Pzlace.  As I
looked murd on the das:ling scene, I
pereeived that the kecnest members of
the whole company were a groun of
representatives of Soviet Russia. Ilow
inconsistent ! Fancy being abused by the

voery same folk who were e\ldent y ‘filled
with wondering delight to be where they
werp—at Buckingham Palace—hob-
l‘mbnivg so to spea 2k, with a ‘real live
King and Queen.”

That is the OplnlOY’ of a very prominent
T.abour man, who was a momber of the
Imperial (‘,abine\t, and I think his remarks
are worth listening to.

Mr Kelso.]
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In the Governor’s Speech this reference is
made to the Soldier Settlements—

“ As a result of the recent invesliga-
tions by the Revaluation Board, an
amount approximating £93.000 in ves
of improvements, live stock, and ihmple-
ments  has  been  written
settl loan iudebtednes
a verw iiberal con on has been ;
by wav of wri off amounts parazhle
for accumulated intercst. Action Is being
taken with a view to the transfer to better
lund of some of the settlers who acguived
lands that did not give them a chance of
naking a living therefrom.”

2

In ad

1 want to say something about this matter
Tecause in my eloctorate is the Highlands
oldier Settiement, with the members of
'\\;‘hich I have had a good deal to do during

the last two years. They claim that they
ve net had a fair deal. In the first place,

ihey say that the land allotted to them was
ot suitable for such a settlement; that it
was land on which you could not grow any-
! It was subdivided for dairying pux-
poses into blocks of 40 or 50 acres each, and
hon. members must admit that from: 40 to
50 acres of very inferior land is not suflicient
for that purpose. Again, most of these
soldiers went on to the land unused to any
form of land settlement—they had to feel
iheir way as they went along. They started
with brave hearts and they kept on, thinking
it would be all right in the long run, but they
found that it was Dmpossible to make a
living on those areas. The Revaluation
Board, to which reference is made in the
Speech, was supposed to have sent a repre-
senfative up to the settlement. A geutleman
went up to revalue these places and go into
the whele question; but, unfortunately, he
made his report without going round the
various holdings in order to see for himsclf
cxactly what the position of cach farm wvas,
what the land was like, and what the houses
were like.  The consequence is that an
injustice has been doue to these men, who
feel that the indebtedness on their holdings
is more than they can really afford to pay.
Yet many of them have made an offer which
may help them to mecet it. They have sug-
gested that a number of them should lcave
the settlement if the department will give
them Iand on which they can grow something,
placing them in the same position regarding
indebtedness as they are in the Highlands
Settlement. They point out that this will
have the double effect of giving them a
chance of making a living and of enabling
those who remain to have larger arcas so that
they will have some hope of dairying with
success. Let me give hon. members a concrete
example. Only yesterday I met one of them.
We will call him Mr. A I do not want to
mention his name. This gentleman had two
heifers which cost £15. He offered to
exchange them and put on the farm two
of his own. They were sold by the depart-
ament for £5, vo that he lost £10 by that
transaction. I should say that there is a
feeling that very poor cattle were provided
for the soldiers on this scttlement, vet they
were debited with the full price of first-class
animals. I have, in fact, heard frequent
complaints of the quality of the cattle. Many
of them have died in -the meantime, for-
tunately, because ther were not worth milk-
ing. But in the case I am quoting even the
£5 which the department got for the . two
heifers has not been credited to the sottler.

[Mr. Kelso.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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o possessed a house that had cost him

£2333. '{he Department has written off £48,
leaving a debt of £290. Fhe  amount
expended on labour for erection was £80
under the day labour svstem—a system
advoc i by the  Government, notwith-
standing that siwilsr houses were erected

ce by under the contract
11 a.m.} stern | £35 for lalLour only.

L

-

The obiecrion on the part of th
seftler is o the extra cost under the day
labour systern, which is saddled on to him
and which would not Lo the case undor the
contract system,  Under the latter system
the settler’ have saved the difference
hetwe £80, and to inflict that
additional ceit is coertainly an injustice to
the settler. Some of the settlers have not

Leen able make a suceess of their venture,
and have n up their blocks. When
that action is taken by tho:e men the
Department sells their houses.  The par-
ticular sctiler to whom I have referred

mentioned that a settler near him abandoned

his holding, and his house was sold for £70
to man who re-erccted it close by at a
cost of £30. The purchaser of that house.

at a cost of £100. tow has a house cqu-t in

value to the house of Mr. A., on which
there is a debt of £200. These are manifest
injusticos that should be vectified immedi-

aiely. Some of the men are anxious to leave
the settlement in order fo make room for
others, but the Department has refused to
place them on land in another part of
Queenslan Yot the Governor’s Speech
savs that  arrangements are being made.”
Why do the Government not tell the true
farts? Here we have good settlers who
disire to go to the Mary Valley and start
afresh on decent land under the sume finan-
al conditions as ansly to their settlement,
but they ar
they can get

d. The only «atisfaction
thai they ean take part in
a ballot for land and take the usual chance

2

of securing a block. I hold that no treat-
ment is good enough for these =oldier scttlers
who have gone on the land and endeavoured
to make land settlement a sucress. They
have done their best, and the Government
should come to their rescue and placa them
on better land under the same financial
conditions. I hope that the Secretary for
Public Lands will give due consideration
to the matter.

Reference is made in the Governor’s
Sprech to an amendment of the Industrial
Arbitration Acts, making provision for the
appointment of lay judges. Appavently the
system of apnointing legally trained men to
the bench docs not suit the Labour party,
and they are beginning to realise that judi-
cial men go carcfully into all questions and
come to the conelnsion that cortain things—
not anproved of by the Labour Party—
should he done. During the war period
when prices wore rising, and when wages
had to be increased fn meet the extra cost
of living, evervthing vas right and the judge
was a good man., but now, when the time
arrives for taking into serious consideration
the competition with scuthern States, these
men, in their judicial capnacity and with the
economic knowledge which they have gained,
have come to the conclusion that there should
not be any increase in wages in a certain
directicn.  Naturally the unions putting
forward claims for increased wages are not
satisfied, Whe, last session the hon. member
for Fitzroy ““let the cat out of the bag”

when he said that arbitration was a failure.
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Mr, HARTLEY: So it is. It is not only a
Tailure but it is a fraud. {Laughter.)

Mr, KELSO: Ile let the cat ocut of the
bay wh(] he suid that it onght to be all

s they had had thely own judges on
xhk Iere was an admission by ihP
hon wenzber that they had their own judges
But he was finding f’mu
om buean !‘.193’ would not
every thme the unions o
vard with such a plea. Does it not

Lerch.

are

reasen that, 1 we going lo Lng lay
i there  are likely to Dbe political
vmentzs? I rumour is correct, our
the —‘\h0nw~ -General is marked out

i€ as a lax judge.

e, MaxwiiL:  And  the Seeretary for
Public Works.

My, KELSO: When the Seeretary for
Public Works fails to seccure nomination
agai & cortain ﬂonhoman who is coming
out ngainst him he will be placed in a nice

nosition there.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
not an applicant for the job.

Mr. KELSO: A few days ago a statement
by the Trades and Labour Council appeared
in the Press, If hon. members on the other side
will read that, they will find representations
unblushingly put forward by this body to
have representatives theri—representatives
who will take their seat on the bench from
ihe start with biased opinions. That is to
say, their mission will be to see that their
unions get what they want, and, if they do
not get what they want, they will never be
satished. 1f the Government are going to
satisfled with that ipstruction—and we
know that at the crack of the whip of the
Trades Hall hon. members on the other side
have to act—we shall have men on the
Arvbitration Court bench who will be biased
vight from the very start against the
employers and will give the unions what they
want. Has the time not arrived when the
employer ought to have some say in the
matter? It is a fact that, whenever a
decision is given by the CoulL the employer
has to abide by it. He has assets which
can be taken from him in the event of his
refusal to carry oup the decision of the Court.
What happens when the employee is not
satisfied with the decision of the Court? He
can go out on strike, he can flout the Court,
and he can do what he likes. When he
makes up his mind to go back to work at
his own sweet will and pleasure everything
‘has to be forgotten. It is inequitable that
the employer should be forced to obey the
award of the Arbitration Court unless some
means are devised by which the employees
will also be forced to carry out the wishes
of the Court. When the Government are
introducing the Bill to amend this Act, I
commend to them the suggestion that they
should devise some means whereby the
employers should also be protected. These
men are law-abiding citizens. They have to
be so, as their assets are at stake, and what
is sauce for the goose should also be sauce
“for the gander. Hon. members on this side
of the House expressed the opinion last
seseion, when the 44-hour week proposal was
being dlscussed that the whole question
should be left fo the Arbitration Court to
~decide. They should have the right to go
into the whole question. The Court should
a0t be hamstrung at the start and be com-
pelled to say, no matter what decision they

I am
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arrive at, that there should not be work
for more than forty-four heurs a week. We
know that the instructions to the Court at
the present time are that the wages of the
employees shall be based on the prosperity
of the indL1>’m'y. The introduction of the
44-hiour wveek has affected secondary indus-
s to the extent of 125 per cent. [ would
ul" to aszk hou. momlre S 0ppo~1ro How
then do they expeet sccondary industries
to advance? They bave been stationary for
a nmmber of vears. Is it likely that they are

going to make any advance whatever, if in
comparizon with Vietorla, +where the

empioyces work forty-eight hours a week,

ihey are hampered right from the start
to the extent of 124 per cent. through the
employees working four hours less. We know
the stock almunent that men working forty-
four hours can do just as much work as men
working forty-cight hours, but that has yet
to he pxmed It workers can prove that
they can do in forty-four hours what the
men in_ Victoria do in forty-eight hours,
there will be something in the argument.
We know that the teachings of hon. members
on the other side are ‘ Go slow’ all the
time,

We have that illustrated in day labour
as against contract work. Just a few
minutes ago 1 quoted an example from the
Highlands Soldier Settlement to show the
difference between contract and day labour.
Let us see the difference it will make in
regard to Mount Morgan. In 1923, in order
to save practically the whole of the mine
from being closed down and the employees
thrown on the unemployed market, the
Gov mrment subsidised the mine to the extent
of £45,992 per annom. In 1924 the Govern-
ment found £53,700 while the company found
£158,000. 1t is estimated that under the
44-hour week the company will lose a further
£45,000 a vear, and what we want to know
is: Ave the Government prepared fo come
to the rescue of 3lount Morgan again in
order to enable the men there to work the
44-hour week?

It the Government are to do that, then I
aq‘*. Are they prepared to do it in the case
of any industry in Queensland that can
prroduce its books and show that it is work-
ing at a loss, and wants to keep its «doors
open in order to provide employment for
the men? Such action opens up a big
question, I can understand why the Govern-
ment single out Mount Morgan, because
we have the Home Secretary representing
that electorate,

Yesterday’s paper stated that the unions
were applying for greatar wages to be paid
to the cattle industry. Ts that the principle
that is to be applied under the new Act that
is to be brought before us during this ses-
sion? It appears that any 1ndu~t1v showing
a profit must pay greater wages, while those
which are carrving on at a loss are to have
the Government come to their rescue in
order to keep their doors open.

Mr. Hy~es: The Baldwin Government is
doing that in England to the extent of
£12,000,000 a year.

Mr. KELSO: I shall* have something to
say in a few minutes about the celebrated
tour of the Northern Rivers by the Premier
and the Secretary for Public Works.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PuBLIC Works : We did
good work in New South Wales. Our party

won.
Myr Kelso.]
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Mr. KELSO: T have already stated the
effect of a 44-hour week on factories. In
Queensland  factories have been stationary,
while there have been increases in Victeria
and New South Wales to this extent—

INCREASE IN NUMBER Of FACTORIES.

State.
Victoria ... 1,448
New South Wales 1,433
Queensland . 82

InceeasE 1N FacTORY KMPLOYERS OVER A TEN-
YEAR PERIOD.

Victoria 33,236
Neow South Wales 35,655
Queensland i21

PROPORTIION OF POPULATION KNGAGED 1IN
SECONDARY INDUSTRY.
Per cont.

Vietoria ... 37.01
New South Wales 36.92
Queensland 10.53
INCREASE IN MANUFACTURE oF RAw MATERIALE,
1908-1914.
Per cent.
Queensland ... ... 125
Victoria ... 60
New South Wales... . 72
Western Australia ... ... &0
South Australia ... .49
Tasmania ... ... &0

Since Labour took office we find that quite
a different tale is told—

IxCREASE IN MANUFACTURE OF RaW MATERIALS,

1914-1924.
) Per cent,
Queensland ... Lo T2
Victoria ... 150
New South Wales... ... 120
South Australia ... .. 93
Tasmania ... ... 88

. The figurcx show a swing round from an
tnerease of 1256 per cent. to an increase of
72 per cent. in the case of Quecnsland, while
in the case of Victoria the increase has been
progressive, from 60 per cont. to 150 per
cent. Yet we wonder why secondary indus-
tries in Queensland do not go ahecad !

We have been promised a Childhood
Endewment Bill, but, as in most of the
slatements made in the Governor's Speech,
we do not got very much information about
this Bill? Tt would be interesting to know
what the Government intend to do. It has
been said outside by men who are Labour
supporters that the Government intend to
start with the basierwage, and once they et
that up they do not intend to reduce ik

Mr. W. CoorerR: Who said that?

Mr. KELSO: I have heard it said outside.

The SeomeTany ror Pusric Works: I think
vou dreamt it.

Mr. KELSO: I believe they have said
that, if they get wages up, those wages will
not go down. The basic wage will be taken
as the amount vhich provides for a man, his
wife, and three childven in reasonable com-
fort. In addition it is proposed to subsidise
every child aliove the age of three vears,
and a certain proportion of that subsidy is
to be paid by secondary industries, There
is another hit at sccondary industries. I saw
in the papery the other day that a protest
'pad been made at Ipswich to the effect that,
1f a certain proportion of the extra cost of

[Mr, Helso.
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this child cndowment was placed on indus-
tries, it would mean +that most of the
factories would have to close up. These are
things that the Government will have to
toke into consideration. Certainly on
general principles child endowment is an
couitable  thing—that a man who has
ten children should receive more than the
man who has no children.
Mr. Hyx How much more?

My, KBLSO: If the hon. member will
tell me what the Government intend to do,
then I will tell him what I think about it.
I have a very scrious queition to aszl: just
rniow. The Fome Secretarr recently had a
tour up North, and he visited the aborigiual
scitlements.  According to the report that
was handed to ths Press—an official report,
I understand—when the hon. gentleman
arrived at one aboriginal settlement he was
huiled as ““ the {ather of all aboriginals.”
(Opposition laughter.) The Home Seccretary
has a large family suddenly thrust upon him,
dand T should like to ask the only Minister
on the front bench whether it is the intention
of the Government to make a special excep-
tion in this particular case under the Child-
hood Endowment Rill, and to give the Home
Sceretary the endowment which otherwise
would have gone to the mothers—an endow-
ment which is sufficient to keep in reasonable
comfort this very large family which has
been thrust upon the Home Secretary?
(Laughter.)

The question of railways is referred to in
the Speech. I am sure we all regret the
unfortunate accidents that have occurred.
But it is an extraordinary thing that every
day since the Speech has been delivered we
hear of further accidents. TLast weeck, on
two different occasions, the engine drawing
the train in which I was travelling was so
tired that half the train was left in the
tunnel and the other half just reached the
Central Station platform., We are having
sccidents everywhere.

Mr. ITynes: It was an accident that you
got into this House.

Mr., KELSO: It was not an accident that
I got into the 1louse; it was an absolute
certainty. There was no doubt about it. We
Lhave taken pride in the fact that there has
been an immunity from accidents for many
vears on the Queensland railways. Why
Lave we such serious accidents at the present
time? It iz quite plain that the Government,
in their endcavour to try and reduce the
cnormous deficits on the ratlways, have been
starving the rolling-stock and starving the
permancnt war. The inquiry which has been
taking place tisto the disaster at Traveston
has opencd the eyes of the public to the
fact that there was grave mismanagenient,

GoverxMENT MEMBERS: No, no!
KILEO: At the present timo there
are hundreds of men there. The Government
are spending thousands (')f. pounds to try and
put that line in a condition that trains can
iravel over it in safety.

A Goveryyaext MeMBER : That is not so.

Mr, KELSO: All vou have to do 1» te
vead the evidence of the gangers and others.

The SPREAKER: Order, order!

Hon. T. Duxstax: The matter is sub judice.

Mr., KELSO: [ understand this matter is
sub judice; I had forgotten that,

The SECRETARY FOR DUBLic WORKS:
cught to have remembered that.

v,

You
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Mr. KELSQO: Only yesterday the train in
vhich I was travelling to town was rolling
so badly when leaving Brunswick Street that
an Eagle Junction man said to me, “ It is
quite on the cards any day that this train
will run off the line.” If vou sit on the
piatform at Brunswick Street and watch the
trains passing through, you can see the rails
heaving up and down. The railways have
been starved by the Government, and in
order to put the permanent way in proper
order some millions of pounds will have to
be spent. Until that is done the public will
net feel satisfied that they ean travel in safety
on our railways. What did we find last vear?
A revenue of £1,367,600 from the railwaws
more than was received in the previous vear,
and £618,000 more than the Government
expected to receive. They had a total revenue
of over £7,000,000, yet they cannot keep the
permancent way and rolling-stock in order,
nor can they provide decent engines to pull
the trains.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Then you say
there are too many men employed in the
railway service ?

The SrCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
cannot have it both ways.

Mr. KELSO: I am very pleased to see
that the Government are at last waking up
to the fact that one of the great national
assets of this State, the forests, is rapidly
disappearing. They have had reafforestation
in their programme for a long time, but we
find that now Parliament is nearing its end
they have to justify themselves at the next
election and are making a big bid for popu-
larity by talking about the development of
the forests. The increase of royalties which
they have received has increased the cost
of housing. If they had devoted their
energies to reafforestation, we would probably
be in the same position in thirty or forty
years that New Zealand hopes to be in.
A statement was made some time ago that
the Forestry Department in New Zealand is
so efficient that it is expected that in forty
vears the value of the forcests will be equal
to the national debt. This is the position
Queensland should be on the way to; but
precious time has been lost during the last
ten years, and the forests have suffered in
consequence.

A Goverxuext Mewser: We are, going to
better that.

My, KEL3O: I am glad to see it, but
the delay has been lamentable. ILet us notica
some of the things which the Government
have not placed in the Speerh—some of the
things they would rather not say anything
about. Ther do not adinit that they are
not going to bring in a Bill, as they promised
to do in 1923 when they were before the
electors, providing for the initiative and
referendum principle; they do not tell the
people here that the initiative and referen-
dum is onc thing which they are shy about
and are afraid to bring forward. When the
referendum was taken over the question of
the abolition of the Legislative Council what
did they do? Although the referendum is
a part of their platform, they absolutely
ignored that referendum. and swamped the
Upper House to get rid of it. Those are
the things they do not tell the pcople.

You

In the few minutes at my disposal T wans
to refer to the celebrated tour which was
made by the Premier in the Byron electorate
over the border.

[4 Avucust.]

Address in Reply. 78

A GoverymENT MeuMBER: He pul in some
effective work over there.

Mr. KELSO: 8o did we. The hon.
member for Toowong and myself, on finding
that such fairy yarns were being circulated
in the Byron electorate

The Secrerary ror Prsric WORKS:
were your fairy yarns.

Mr. KELSO: We decided to accept the
invitation of one of the members there to
go down and scotch some of the misstate-
ments which were being made by hon.
members opposite who toured that district.
The Premier went down to help his brother—
a very nice thing to do—but he was not
prepared to go by himself. The hon. gentle-
man went down, and he had his State car
and chauffeur, driving through the Byron
electorate and drawing his £2 2s, a day
and expenses. Then we had the Secretary
for Public Works, the Secretary for Railways,
and the Attorney-General.  These four
Ministers were touring the Byron electorate,
all at the expense of the taxpayers of Queens-
land, in order that the Premier’s brother
might get a seat in Parliament. Then we
heard rumours of a nebulous character in
regard to the person of the hon. member
for Warrego who seemed to be flying here
and there. Now and again he would touch
ground, and finally he travelled away to
Sydney. Then we had the hon. member for
Herbert, who went down and told some
fairy yarns. He repeated the same story
that he told us the other day. He had his
lesson all learnt. He said, “ Look at the great
increase in Queensland products! They have
increased from so many millions to so many
millions more, and we are the best State
in the Commonwealth.”” The question I
was asked more than anything else was this,
Y Can you tell us how it is that, if Queens-
land is as you represent it to be, the Labour
party have been in power for ten years?”
That seemed a walloper to start with, but
we easily disposed of it. We told them that
in 1915 the Labour party gulled the electors
br promising them all sorts of things—
amongst others, the celebrated— Three B’s”
—cheap beef, cheap butter, and cheap bread.

They

An  OpposiTion  Meueer: Cheap beer?
{Laughter.)

Mr. KFELSO: In 1918. we told them, when
they  had uot kept their promises they

heads {o sec what sort of
could give, and they came
alonz with a cery of “No roduction of
cmplovees and no unemploviment!”  We
poinfed out by figures which could not he
contradicted that they werve only promises.
Weo told them how many men acrually were
deflated, wo told them that members of the
public service had had their salaries reduced
br 5 per cent., we told them that the publie

vants had beon denied aceess to the Arbi-
ien Court. And in 1923, we told them,
thev ceme up smiling with a Redistribution
B, and we pointed out that zlthough on
two different oceaslons we had a majority
of anti-Socialist votes, they managed by that
messure to get retwned with 43 members
az against our 29, Invariably we were told
that the positicu was cleared up now, and
ithat we could not have won under those
cirenmstances,  Semeone asked how the hon.
member for Bacham had been made Premier.
“We know Mr. Gillies,” they szid to us,
“he had a farm down here, ww have known
him from boyhood. How was it that he was

Mr Kelsgo.]

seratched their
an excus® ther




76 Address in Reply.

made Premier?’ I said on one occasion
to a gentleman that I very much regretted
the war in which the hon. gentleman had
been elevated to the position of Premicr—
that he had made a bargain with the late
Secretary for Educaticn that, in veturn for
the vote which he would ve him, the
Becretary for IMducation would give his vote
to the Premier, who was therefore appoinied
by a majority. {(Government interruption.)
As a matter of fact, that was the wav in
which the party were prevented from
getting the best brains in the person of the
Scerciary for Public Lands. That is the
war the thing was fixed up, and I think
it an ciornal disgrace to the State of
Queensland  that high offices are marketed
away In such a manner.

The PREMIFR intervjected.

Mr. KELSO: They believed us
than they believed the other side.
we had a meeting at Murwillumbah—the
largest meecting, they told us, ever held
there—the supporters of the hon. gentleman
were so concerned that they sent an urgent
message to Brisbane, and next day the
Premier and his henchman, the Seeretary for
Railways, went post haste to Murwillumbah
and spoke the same night. 1t may be asked
—hoen. members are quite right in asking it—
How is it that Mr. Gillies won? Let me
say that whorever we went through the
electorate—it is only {air to say this—we
heard nothing but good of the brother of
the hon. gentleman from a personal point
of wview, and his popularity stood him in

o
d

better
When

good stead, I was asked afterwards, * How
was it that the man u were supporting
did not win the clection?” and 1 said

“They won, just the same as they have
always won. when there has been disunity
on our side.” Therd was disunity in our
midst, and unfortunately the sectarian issue
was_introduced at that election. There was
a division in the ranks of the Nationalists,
and the hon. gentleman’s brother crept in
and managed to win the seat from the sitting
member. The Premicr during that election
throw out this challenge, which T have cut
from a Grafton paper—

“To those who had criticised Quecns-
iand and would continue to criticise that
State, Mr. Gillies threw out the following
challenge. His statement, he said, was
based on that of the Commonwealth and
State btatisticians, and figures furnished
by the recent Queensland Economic Cam-
mission.”

Unfortunately I have not time to go through
the long list of his misstatements, but the
answers we made to them were quoted from
official documents.

T shall refer to a few figures. Both the
Premicr and the Secretary for Public Works
stated on different occasions that there was

more money in the Savings Bank
{11.20 a.m.}in Queensland than in any other
State.

The SECRETARY TOR PusLic WoRrks: I never
said anything of the kind.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman made
reference to the prosperity of Queensland.
I propose to show that his statement was
wncorrect and did not reveal the true position.
He stated that the credit in the Savings Bank
of Queensland had increased from £10,889,658
in 1915 to £20,410,364 in 1924. '

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man has cxhausted the time allowed him
uander the Standing Orders.

{Mr. Kelso.
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The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Fuaehum), who was received with Government
cheers, said : First of all I desire to thank the
lcader of the Country Progressive party and
the leader of the Nationalist party for their
congratulations extended to me. and for their
;rance cf support in all matters going
throuzh this Iouse which will be of benefit
ra the State. The hon. member for Windsor
wttached a condition to his essurance, but
I feel sure, from myv knowledge of hoth the
hon, member for Windsor and the hon. mem-
ber for Aubiguy. that they will give me every
assistance, realising as they do the diflienlt
iesk that a leader of a Government has in
carryine out the duties devolving upon such
a position. I desive also to thank the many
thousands of people throughout Australia
who congratulated me on achieving what falls
to few men to achieve in their lifetime—the
position of Premier of a great State. I
vealise that, whilst there 1s great honour
attached to the position, therc arc great
responsibilitie great cares, and greafb
worries, requiring a great deal of energy,
tact, and foresight. I realise, too, that, no
matter how streng a mwan may be Dhysically
or mentally, after he has held a position for
2 few years he rmust necessarily tire of the
job. I must say that the statecment by the

o

Lion. member for Cooroora that my late chief.
b ;
ihe hon. member for Chillagoe, was pushed

cut is untrue. The same thing was said when
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan left the State
Yarliament for Federal politics. So far as
I am concerned, and so far as the members
of my party arc concerued, the hon. member
for Chillagoe could have remained Premier
nd leader of this party as lomg as he
wished to do so. Notwithstanding that he
iz a young man and a very strong man, I
cun quite understand that, after the strenuous
life he has lived, he has felt the severe strain
of the position, and has decided for a time
iv relinquish those heavy responsibilities
attaching to such a position. In my opinion
he will make good in the Commonwealth
Parliament, and in the course of time will
perform for the Commonwealth as good work
as he has undoubtedly done for this great
State of Queensland.

Mr. MAXWELL: We hope not.

Mr. CLavzon: He has doubled the national
debt of Queensland.

The PREMIER: No doubt Queensland
requires a few able champions to assist Mr.
TForde, M.H.R., and other members in .the
Federal Parliament. Queensland reguires
those men fo ensure the rights of this great
State being placed before the Federal
Pariiament. 1 am satisfied that in the course
of time Mr. Theodore will be leader of the
Federal Parliament, and will accomplish for
Australia what he has accomplished in a
smaller way for Queensland.

Mr., MaxwgLL: God help Australia.

Mr. Cravrox: Is he going to double the
national debt?

The PREMIER: I will give a few figures
which will take hen. members opposite some
time to digest.

Mr. MorgsnN: It will be a national calamity
it Mr. Theodors becomes leader of the
Federal Parliament.

The PREMIER: I do not want to veflect
in any way on the speeches delivered by hon.
1 am very sorry to kuow
that the hon. member for Aubigny has
suffered ill-health. I realise the tremendous

i
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strain that the leader »f a party in Opposi-
tion has thrust upon him, especially when his
party is disunited.

Mpy. Comser: Your party Is disunited.

The PREMIER: The difficulties to be
faced by a leader require him to be in good
health, and I sympathise with the hon. mem-
ber for Aubigny in his illness. But, if the
case for the Opposition is contained in the
speech delivered by the hon. member for
Aubigny or by the ex-leader of the Opposi-
tion, the hon. member for Dalby, or the
other hon. members who followed them, then
that case is a pretty poor one. I carefully
listened to the speech delivered by the hon.
member for Aubigny, and I afterwards read
it in ‘‘ Hansard.” I was sorry that I was
called away to recceive a deputation when
the hon. momber for Windsor was speaking.
Although that hon. member differs from me
in politics, I nevertheless regard him as an
honourable man. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. Kerso: Is the hon.
Aubigny not honourable, too?

The PREMIER: In the words of Shakes-
peare, ‘‘Those are all honourable men.”
1 repeat thaf, if the speeches of the hon.
members for Aubigny and Dalby contain
the case for the Opposition, then they cer-
tainly have a very poor case.

On the 29th July, the day following the
opening of Parliament, the ¢ Courier,” in
dealing with the Governor’s Speech, said—

“Judged on its face value, the pro-
gramme that was presented yesterday to
the State Parliament contains nothing
that need cause a single tremble to the
Opposition, nor is there anything in it
that is likely to send a thrill of excite-
ment through the ranks of the
extremists.”

I do not know whether to take that as a
compliment or not, I take it that, in the
opinion of the * Courier,” there is nothing
in the Speech to cause the Opposition any
alarm, or, in other words, the Oppesition
will not be called upon to oppose any legis-
lation forecast in the Governor’s Speech,
and neither will the soc-called extremists have
any cause for excitement,

Mr. KeLso: It is what you have left out
that is the trouble,

Mr. Brucz: You were left out.
ment laughter.)

The PREMIER : T do not know who these
so-called ‘¢ extremists” are, or what plea-
sure they take out of the term, because there
is no such thing as extreme or moderate
justice. It is either jusfice or not justice.

GOvVvERNMENT MeMmBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: It is either common
sense or not common sense. You cannot
have extreme common sense. The Labour
party are not concerned about the pcople
called extremists. If it gives our opponents
any satisfaction to call members of my party
by that name, or to call them moderate
men, 1t does not concern me, There is no
€xtreme or moderate justice, and the Labour
party stands for justice.

The SECREFARY POR ACGRICULTURE: Would
they talk about a man being moderately
Lonest?

The PREMIER: I suppose that remark
would apply to those people who object to the
policy of the Labour party. The ¢ Couricr,”
on the day of the opening of Parliament,
also stated—

“In at least two of those elections

member for

(Govern-
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Labour came back victorious for the

reason that the Opposition had been
demoralised, and had been split into
factions. The position to-day is worse

than ever it was; and it would be futile
to deny that in an appeal to the country
Labour would be returned probably with
a record majority.”
If the case for the Opposition were based on
the two speeches I have mentioned, there
would be very little to reply to; but there
are one_or two things to which I wish to
vefer. I wish first to refer to the policy
promised by Mr. McGill, the leader of the
new party that has been formed. I only
hope that, when it appears before the people,
it will contain something that the people
will be able to understand. I see by the
“ Daily Mail ” of 11th July that Mr. MeGill
has put forward the following as some of the
broad principles of his policy—
“Land laws reformed”’—
whatever that may mean—
‘“ KEncouragement of
secondary industries’’—
whatever that may mean also—
“Individual effort as opposed to
nationalisation of industry.”
I suppose that means the handing over of
our railways and the State Insurance Depart-
ment to private enterprise—
“ Absorption  of unemployed by
encouragement of industry; Relief to
soldier settlers; Nationalisation of hos-

primary and

pitals.”
Mr. Moreax: This is not a circus.
The PREMIER: It is, so far as hom
members  opposite are concerned.  Mr.
MeGill  further goes on to state these

additional points of policy—
“ Arbitration Court to be supreme in
industrial matters”—
1t is supreme now—
¢ Cessation of the expenditure of loan
moneys in unproductive works.”
T suppose that such works as wain roads, nof
being productive, will have to be closed
down.

Mr. Kerso: Then you should close down
the railways.

The PREMIER: I
member would do so.
to state—

“ Greater facilities for education.”
I would like to say in regard to education
that this Government has spent about three
times as much per annum on cducation as
any previous Government—
¢ Protection of sugar
industries.”

suppose the hon.
Mr. McGill goes on

and cotton

The policy of the Labour Government with
regard to the sugar industry is an absolute
embargo against black-grown sugar. Thas
cannot be exceeded.  Is it proposed to go
back to the c¢ld protection of a variable
tariff ?

The concluding plank is “ Railway
Reform.”  All those things are vague
generalities which do not contain principles
at all, nor do they contain any definite
promise about what is likely to take place.
I hope that, when the policy is framed—
no matter by whom-—we shall be able to
understand definitely what is meant. If a
definite declaration is to be made that all

Hon., W. N. Gillies.]
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perpetual leaseholds will be abolished, why
then let us know.

Mr. CorseEr: You know that now.

The PREMIER: If the railways are to
be controlled by a political body who will
give their friends the boodlers what they
want, let us know.

Mr. Norr: Is that not the case now?

The PREMIER: I ask the Opposition for
goodness sake to let us have a platiorm
with a purpose, like that of the Labour
party—one that can be understood. Our
platform may be wrong in their eyes, but it
certainly can be understood by those who
read it, and it is certainly being carried
out. Mr, McGill's platform reminds me of a
statement made by Mr.—now Sir Willlam—
Irvine in 1914—

Mr. Moreax: Is that ¢ the iceberg ?”

The PREMIER : The gentleman was after-
wards appointed Chief Justice of Victoria.
Mr. Irvine made a statement in connection
with a Liberal platform which had been
submitted to him., e said that—

“ Being an Ulsterman himself, he was
not averse to fighting for an*‘thmg that
was just, but that he could see nothing
in that platfmm that would arouse any
martial feeling in even the most bellicose
beast. That  fighting  programme
appeared to have been arrived at by
the simple process of elimination, by
the taking out of anything that could
offend the susceptibilities of anyone. All
the bones had been carcfully removed
and nothing left but a gelatinous com-
pound, political food for infants and
invalids, warranted not to cause the
slightest inconvenience to the weakest
digestion.”

This present platform contains nothing that
is definite; it promises the people nothing.
Mr. l\/IORGAN Wait until you see it.

The PREMIER: It has been said by the
anti-Labour ‘members and by their Press
that that Government governs the best which
governs the least. Our experience of coali-
tions, both in the Stats and in the Federal
sphere, has been that a Coalition Government
accomplishes nothing. The Labour Govern-
ment cannot please all the people, but it
certainly sets out to do something, whereas
a Coalition Government gets nowhere, The
Labour party are opposed to all coalitions.
However, we realise and sympathise with
the d{fﬁcultios cxperienced by hon. members
opposite.

I wish now to make a few remarks abcut
our Governor. The leader of the Opposition,
the hon. member for Dalby, and the hon.
member for Windsor, made some reference
to the departure of 8ir Matthew Nathan.
Bome reference was also made by the mover
and the seconder of the Address in Reply.
I wish to congratulate those last two hon.
membpers upon their speeches, The hon.
momber for Toowsomba made a speech that
certainly left a good impression in this
House, and 1 predict a brilliant future for
the hon. gentleman. I took part in the
campaign that sccured victory for the hon.
member, and I have never taken part in
any election campaign that gave me greater
pleasure.

Mr. Kzrrso:
made?

The PREMIER: It is a pleasing fact
that the hon. member for Toowoomba was

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.

What about the promises you
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able to double the majority of his pre-
decessor.

I shall have another opportunity of saying
something with reference to the departure
of Sir Matthew Nathan, and hon. members
will later have an oppmtumtv of meeting
the Governor at a farewell gathering before
he departs. The opportunity will then pre-
sent itself to those who so desire to make
appropriate remarks as to His Fxcellency’s
worls 1n Queensland. I know it is the fashlon
always to say that the last Governor is the
best.  That is not confined to Governors,
But I think we can truthfully say, with all
due respect to his predecessms, that Sir
Maithew Nathan possesses qualities which
have endeared him to the people of this
State. In the first place, be is a man who
Lias taken a great interest in all our indus-
tries, and also in the progress of science, art,
and education; and indeed everything that

rakes for the progress and welfare of the
])rople of this State has received the support
and assistance of Sir Matthew Nathan.

Mr. KrLso: Yet you do not want any more
like him.

The PREMIER: We want as many more
like him as we can get; but it is a very
poor compliment for any man to pay to his
own country to say that there s no man
in his own State capable of holding the
highest position within the gift of the State,
or the gift of the King.

GOVERNMENT MEMETRS : hear!

The PREMIER: crause  the Labour
Government in Quecnsland or any Labour
Government in the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia have a plank in their platform that
favours the appointment of Australians as
Governors, that is no reflection on anyone
who has occupied the position in the past,
and certainly no reflection on the present
occupant of that position in this State.

Mr. XELso: Don’t you favour the abolition
of Governors?

The PREMIER: Some of the State
Labour parties do, but the Queensland plat-
form provides for the appointment of Aus-
tralians to the position of State Governor, It
is just over 100 years since the first Legisla-
tive Council was ¢t up in Sydney for the
passing of laws to govern the State of New
South Wales. It is over a quarter of a cen-
tury since the Commonwealth was estab-
lished, and since the first Governor-General
was appointed by the King, not only to repre-
sent the Commonwealth but to represeut
all the States: and tho artitude that
the Labour party take up with regard
to  this  questicn 1% that as  the Com-
monwealth Goverpor-General”  represents

Hear,

the King, the States should be able to
appoint a lecal man at much less expense
to carvy out the purely formal duties of

State Governor.

Mr. Momeax: Could nnt the Governor-
General perform thos=a dutics and save the
appointment of a State Governor at all?

The PREMIER : T am not going to discuss
that aspect of the question just now. The
Labour plutform provides for the appoint-
ment of Australian citizens as State Go-
vernors. 'That reform can be accomplished
at a considerable saving to the taxpayers,
and the purely formal duties of the Governor
of the State can then be carried out without
the great expense involved at the present
time; and they can be carried out without
any weakening of the ties between Australia
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and the - Empire, but rather with a
strengthening of those ties by the Imperial
‘(tovernment acknowledging that Australia
is a grown-up daughter, and is cntitled to
nominate one of her own citizens for the
position of State Governor.

2y own namc has been assoclated with the
position of State (Governor, also that of the
hon. member for ChlllagO" 1 am quite
confident that either the bon. miember for
C m‘mg,op or myself could carry out the duties
of Governcr as well as they could be carried

out by anvone selected in the Common-
wealth; but 1 want to say. as far as I am
concerned, I am not an applicant—and I
think the same applies to the hon. member
for 1

Mr. TuroDORE: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: When ecither of us
leaves active politics, it will be for the
purpose of taking on some work that is

more congenial and ecrtaini v more useful to
the v)eoplc of this State. 'That is my view
of the pcsﬁxon and I say that because my
name has be:n associated with the position
of anomor of this State. I have no inten-
tion of retiring from active polities at the
pres time, but when I do, perhaps in the
course of a fow vears, I hope it will be to
oceupy some position that I can suitably
itil, and some position that I regard as
being of use &nd of beneflit to the State. I
say again that the purely formal dutics of
Sfate Goverror can be carried out Ly local
zons with less expense to the taxpaver,

=

=nd  without any weakening of the ties
betwean Australia and the Empire. The
Melbourne ““ Age.” which cannot be con-

sidered a T.abour paper by any stretch "of
the imagination, had this io say in regard
to the matter—
“Of all. the extravagant and useless
features of Government this continuance
of the system of importing Governors is
unquestionably the worst, and any
Government which has courage enough
to make a serious effort to effect =
change will merit the approbation of
the people of the Commonwealth.”

“Then Mr. Toucher, a Tory M.LLA., in Vie-
toria. said during the recent debate on this
guertion in the Victerian Parliament—

" Ile remembered that Sir William
Irvine stated that a communicaticn had
been received from  Lord Beauchamp
suggesting  the discontinuance of the
office of State Governor at the time of
Federation for the reason that the King
vas  sufficiently represented by a
Govornor-General.  To  his  knowledge
Licutenant-Governors  had  rnever  heen

stioned as ’rf, their impartiality when

had acted in the absence of the
ernor  in tnnﬁ" of poﬁtioal crigis,
i the other hand tl\cw hud been time

when tho lmpw": f Guvernors had
been questioned.”
With vegard to the statemoent that Iocal
Governors would b partisans, I desire fo

remind the Fouse that of e ninety-two
Covernors we have had in the Common-
wealth of Australia and the various Siat

about 50 per cent. were ex-politicians,
I have vet to learn that the Imperial
Parvliament, which recommends the name of
a Governor to the King, is free from party
bias. It is to the credit of the men who
Iiave been selected that they have been

wnabled to suppress their party bias and
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carry out their duties impartially, with one
or two exceptions; but, after all, the sugges-
tion that a local man weuld be appomwd or
rominated by a political party only calls
atiention to ihe fact that ihe imported men
is likewise nominated by some political party.

Some reference was made to another point.
One or two speakers questioned the figures
T used in tho Northern Rivers distriet in
New South Wales during the election cam-
paign, and alxo at Toowoomba with regard
tor unomplo ment, Those figures were sup-
plied from the most reliable sources. T admit
m.lt our statistics are at times inaccurate
and unreliable, both State and Common-
wealth.  Our Arbitration Court has called
attention from time to time to the lack of
reliable figures with regerd to industry and
other important matters, but we can only
cquote the figures of the authorities, The
figures I have quoted are those given by our
Commonwealth  Statistician, “In dealing
with unemplovment, brisfly I find that the
Commonwealth Statistician’s figures for the
March quarter of 1925 show the position with
regard to members of unions—

Pereentage of Members of Untons.
Tory Government—

New South Wales ... 13.2 per cent.

Victoria ... 7.7 per cent.
Labour Governmelt—

Gueensliand 5.1 per cent.

South Australi 3.6 per cent.

Westorn Australia 5.8 per cent.

Tasmania 5.5 per cent.

Then we have—

Number of lecrzzg)law/zd Unionists in May
last (estimated), by Director of Common-
wealth Bureww of Comms ree wnd Industry.

New South Wales 23,000
Victoria 10,000
Queensland . 2,000
South Australia 1,300
Western Australia 1,300
Tasmania 500
Total 38,100

With regard to Great Britain the total

amount of unemployment benefit paid in

1924-19256
porsons wer

f.‘4049w'2,000. Over 1,202,000
anemploved as at 27th April,

1025—say, 10 per cent. of those registered
under the Act. The "mtubutloua fer unem-
‘g\loxmo‘lt insurance in Great Britzin for
1625-1925 were—
£
Exchequer 13.474.000
Fmployers 19.224.000
Workpeople . 17.301,000
Tnemployment insmrance has been eriti-

cisad and con'lr"n’cl by our opponents.
suppose they will repeal that vers fine picee
of legislation, which was brought in by ﬂle
then Serrctary for Public Works, foll 0‘\1,‘

or the lines of the British A Rath-
bene in her  work, IJM'xhomed
Tamily.” gives the following figure spent

on unemployment relief i Great Britain for

the rear ended 31st March, 1922—
D

Unemployment  Ins
Fund ... 67.500.000
Poor law Relief ... ... 7.750,000
Relief Works 6.000.000
Miscellaneous 1,500,000
Total £82 750, COC)

Hon, W, N. Gillies.]
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The extent of unemployment in Great
Britain foliowing the Great War is shown by
the following figures taken from the
“ Ministry of Labour Gazette” for November,
1923 :—

Docember, 1920 701,179
June, 1821 2,044,655
December, 1921 1,776,131
June, 1922 ... 1,405,293
December, 1922 1,357,981
June, 1923 ... 1,189,059

On top of that we have the cabled statement
in yesterday's papers that the Baldwin anti-
Labour Government in Great Britain have
found it mnccessary to subsidise the coal
industry by £10,000,000 to enable it to be
carried on.

Mr. CoLLNs: A good old Tory State.

The PREMIER: And by a good old Tory
party, as the hon. member for Bowen points
out. They are compelled to follow the
example of Labour in the relief of unem-
ployed, and to carry out many of the schemes
which they condemn when adopted by their
opponents. ’

The leader of the Opposition had something
to say about the 44-hour week. and he made
scme refercnce to Nelson turning his blind
cye on the enemy, alleging that we were not
prepared to take notice of the warnings which
have been visible from time to time. I find
that in 1920-21 in New South Wales, before
the adoption of the 44-hour week, there were
5.837 factories, whilst in 1921.22, after the
adoption of the 44-hour week, there were
6,356 factories. I want to qualify that state-
went by saying that I do not regard thoso
figures as very important, because, according
to the Commonwealth Statistician, a factors
is “a place or building where power is used
and where one or more persons  are
employed,” and the nummber of factovies
merely does not count for very much in these
days of mass production, For instance, in
order to emphasise my point, I would like
to remind hon. members that under a Tory
Government at one time 118 sugar-mills were
manufacturing 40,000 tons of sugar, but last
vear there were thirty-four up-to-datr» mills
manufacturing 400,000 tons of sugar under a
Labour Government. In fact, they manufac-
tured so much that we were not able to con-
sume it—indicating the necessity of our having
more people to consume our product. But 1
want to give further figures to show that
in 1919-20 in New South Wales, before the
44-hour week came into operation. the total
value of the plant a=d machinery used in the
factories was £26,000 000 in round figures
and in the following year £31,000,000. whilst
in 1021-22. after the 44-hour week had hoen
introduced. it was £35,229,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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T shall also make a similar compariso. i
regard to the number of persons employed.
In 191920 in New South Wales the number
was 144,000, whilst in 1920-21 it was 145,000,
and in 1921.22, after the introduction of the
#0-hour week, it was 148.876. All those figures-
are from the Commonwealth ‘° Year Book,”
and now New South Wales, under a Labour
Government, iz about to return to the 44-hour
week. 1 am quite prepared to admit that
ancmalics and inconveniences will be brought
about by the introduction of the 44-hour week,.
Lut no reform has ever been put into opera-
tion which did not cause some anomalies and
inconveniences, or which was not met with
some hostility, or did not cause some Jeremiah
o rise and cry, ““ Blue ruin!” I remember
quite distinetly in this HFouse that, when tho
fived award rate of 8s. a day was proposed
to be applied to the sugar industry, the Tory
Secretary for Agriculture got up and declared
that in less than twelve months not one stick
of cane would be grown or crushed in ther
State of Queensland.

Mr. MoRgaN: Not 8s.

The PREMIER: Eight shillings a day
under the Dickson award was the basis ow
which the great sugar industry was put on
a sound footing, the people of Australia
recognising that, having adopted a policy
of a * white Australia,” they could not
expect white men to work in an industry
for a wage that would satisfy the kanakas.
I say that the false predictions of these Jere-
mriahs—all their cries of “stinking fish”—
have ended in the same way., They have

always criticised reform. Any

[12 Noon.] attempt at reform to improve

the conditions of the workers is
moet by the usual criticism and the cory of
“ blue ruin.’’ There is always the ery that
it is going to ruin the country, and that
capital is going to flee from the State.
The hon. member for Aubigny stated that
the railway employees in Victoria received
wages higher than were paid in Queensiand.
To make comparisons the Tery is very fond
of going to Victoria—an old scttled State,
ovly one-seventh the size of Queensland,
where all the railways and roads were built
with cheap money in the early days, and
with a population twice that of Queensland.
Those comparisous arc most unfair. Bud
cven if they were fair, I am going to show
by way of comparizon that conditions are
better in Queensland than in Victoria for
railway workers. I will reply to the state-
ment by the hon., member for Aubigny with
yespect to railway employees in Victoria and
Cueensland,  These are the daily rates of
pay—

Queensland.

Victoria,

(Per Dav.)

! (Per Day.)

Guards .. .. .. o 17s. 3d. to 2us. 16 13s, 5d.
Signalmen ! 15s. 5d. to 20s, 21d. 15s. 5d. to 18s. 11d.
Porters i 14s. 83d. 13s. 11d
Drivers 178, 73d. to 20x, 11d. 17, 16, to 215, 10q.
Firemen .. .. .. . 15s. 34d. to 16s. 41d. 14s. 10d. to 16, 104,
Cleaners .. .. . - 8s, to 14s. 83d. 1 Os. to L4s. 4d.
Fettlers .. .. .. . 15s. 2d. ; 13s. 11d. to 14s, 5d,
Gangers .. .. .. .. 17s. 2d. to 18s. 6d. 15s. 8d. to 17s. 2d.

Although the rates of pay per day in some
instances are higher in Viectoria, the allow-

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.

ances and conditions are more favourable
in Queensland, In Queensland we have a
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43-hour week as against a 43-hour week in
Victoria, and the cost of living in Victoria
is 13.5 per cent. higher than in Queensland.
The area of Victoria is §3.000 square miles,
that of Queensiand 670,000 square miles,
while the population of Victoria is 1,638,000
as compared with 827.000 in Quesnsland.
To compare a new State like Queensland—
where developmen work i3 going on, and
where there were practically »o se i
nee hefore  the yan  Governme
nn(\pru. a voad poliey— aosuttied £t
like Vieteria, with ene-sevesth the arca a
t\v\cn the I)Ol)uldtl\ n—is o most unfair com-
parizon to apply to the public debt or any-
thing clsc in connection with vipouditure.
In reply to an interjection the hon.
member for Aubigny said that he was in
fevour of a wage tax. I wish him gond
luck in his progress with regard to a wage

¢

2

ar
f

a

2

&
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tax. 1Ie said that Queensland <was groaning
under the burdon of taxatior have
aircady called attention to the fact of the

small population and the large ares of this
State, \\h)"l“ ix carrying out a rapid develsp-

mental poliey; and it goes without saying
that the per capita tex must, if the Govern-
mert ave doing their duty, be higher than
in an old setr State with a large popula-
tion. That all te show the nec v
for cq }iWQ out a developmental policy and

for ting more peeple to asaizt to pay
the tuxstion. The figures that 1 shall quote
speak volumes as to the methods of the

Labour pavtr in
Lelisve in
on those be

regard to taxation. We
nposing the burden of tsxation
¢ able to pay.

Me. The primary producer has
Lo pay the burden of taxation,

The PREMIER: I will show that that
1+ not so.

Mr. Moraay: IZe¢ has to carry the burden

The PRIEMIER: Before I sit down I
will expose the mass of ignorance as discloseld
by those interjections. Taki the incomie

tax paid by a married man with a wife and
family of three in Quecusland, we find that
a man on a net income not exceeding £440
per snnwm pasys B0 Income tax at all. In
the other States the payments per taxpayer
with an income of £340 are—

£ s 4
New South Wales 110 0
Victoria ... .. 010 0
South Australia ... L. 31211
Western Australia 0 70
Tasmania 30 2

I would now like to touch upon the amount

of income tux puid by the fariners,

Mr. Krrso: VWhen you were
have vour hrother returned for
you ouly gave one cxample.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
give those examples from legislation passed
bv his past Governments and Governments
in other States, with which he ought to be
familiar. I am not quoting examples of
]\ast Governments.  The total nuamber of
farmers who paid land tax in 1923- ?L was
only 3,582, holding 1,000 acres or less land in
Q‘Ieem]and out of a total number of 25,000
to 26 000 farmers.

Ir. Morean: How many paid income tax?
The PREMIER: I will give you those
figures too. The total number of people

who paid income tax in Queensland, as shown
by the 1924 report, was 25,706, and the

1926—aG

assisting to
Byron Bay
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.
number of farmers included in this number
was 2.791.  The total income tax paid by
individuals was £836.613. whilst the total
paid by farmers, including sugar-growers,
£78,599. Of this latter sum £62 675 was
paid by sugar-canc growers. It will be thus
scon that only @ very small sum was paid
in incoine tax by farmers. '
Mre. Mongs It is deplorable to think
that the farmers of Queenslend carn o
1 they cannot pay income tax.

IHR: If the income tax paid
\ armers was allocated over the whole
of ths farmers of Queensland it would mean
that a flat tax of between 15s, or 16s. would
be paid by ecach farmer.

Mr. Moreax: It is deplorable to think

i

ttin that

that their incoemes will not permit of them
he tax,

paying the
The PRI

I want to make some
remarks in ans to the statements made
concorning the increase in the public debt
of Queensland. The figures which I used in
regard tn the by-clection ar Toowoomba.
have been critici during the rmmnt New
South Wales election campaign when, T am
very proud to say msststed at 1\’1% one
gocd man in th Northern Rivers district
to be returned to the New South Wales
Parliameut to suppert the TLabour par
The whole fight 1 the North Coast elee-
x()l;t(’\ on what the lLabour party
had done in Queensland. The Jeremizhs
of Queensland, vwho have made their wealth
out of Cueensland, went down there and
maede  disparaging  statements  councerning
the condition of their own Sta The time
has asrived or is fast arriving, when a law
should be enacted to deal with men who
malign their own State. There has been
a greet deal of talk about the deportation
of undesirables irom Australia. but the man
who criticises his own State 111 which he has
made a huge fortune. ss is being done in
Quecnsland, is a great deal worse. A lot
of criticism has been hurled against the
Government for increasing the public debt.
It has been stated that the public debt is
increasing  alarmingly, That is not the
case. It not increasing at the same rate
as in States in the South with Tory Govern-
meats. I have alveady pointed out on
previous occazions thag these are settled
States, which should have carried out their
developmental work years ago, and whose

debt should not be mcrea:mv in the same
ratio as the debt of a young State like
Queensiand. prer‘mturo on such public

works as railways, land devolopment, and
1«n1ﬂo1e”mtmn schemes cannot be met out
of revenue rceeived through taxation. This
oxwmdltur must be carried out under a
loan policy.  Trom the following figures,
showing the manner in which the public
debt has been increasing in the various
Stutes of the Commonwealth, it will be seen
that Queensland has nothing to bo ashamed
of :—
Increased Toan
Indebtedness
1915 to 1924.

Commonwealth

£
. 378,171,269

New South Wales 96 444 110
Victoria 51,024,399
Queensland ... 33,692,304
South Australia ... ... 34,935,206
Western Australia 25,743,160
Tasmania ... 10,599,639

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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Mr. KeLso: that per
capita ?

The PREMIER: I will give the hon,
member those figures in a few minutes, if
he has patience. Let me now give the—

How much is

PreLic DesT pER HEAD OF POPULATION.

£

New South Wales ... 100
Vlctoua . .. 15
Queensland .. 109
South Australia ... 132
Western Australia 174
Tasmania 111

Queensland’s gross debt mcludes a floating
debt of about £5,000,000, which was not shown
in the 1915 ﬁgures as part of the debt. That
is a point I might emphasise, and it is one
to which the hon. member for Chillagoe has
called attention on more than one occasion.
That brings the figures down by £5,000,000.

I make no apology with regard to the
increase in the public debt, because we cannot
carry out our developmental policy on loan
money. It is a sad thing to admit that we
cannot regulate usury. We are paying a
fabulous price for money. I believe the
ancient Romans attempted to do away with
usury altogether, and later to control it.
One of our greatest problems at the present
time is to exercise some conirol over the
money-lender. The Federal Loan Council have
endeavoured to do so by appointing one body
to make the necessary arravgements with
regard to the procuration abroad of loan
money.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) :

‘“That the Premier be granted an
extension of time.”

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies,
Facham): I do not intend to impose upon
hon. members, but I wish to reply to certain
criticism, and will be as brief as I can.

Mr. Moraan: It is all right so long as you
extend the same courtesy to us.

The PREMIER : I shall quote a few figures
in reply to the Jeremiahs who say that this
State is going to be ruined by increased
wages. I realise that, if wages are paid and
not properly earned, such a system is injurions
not only to the industry but to the worker
khimself. To show the wonderful prosperity
and development of our State, I shall quote
a few figures made available by the Economic
Commission appointed by the Arbitration
Court to supply certain much-necded data
that should be available to the Arbitration
Court.

Mr. MORGAN: Are you dealing with the
prosperity of Brisbane or of Queensland?

The PREMIER : With that of Queensland.
I shail quote the value of production for
the years 1914 and 1923, leaving out other
years, because the table has been published
and is available to anyone who wishes to
secure the information.

(Hon. ~ J.
I beg to move—

My LSO ¢ 7i ive -om-
The SPEAKER: Ordor! The hon. gentle- 410, REE02, g vow, give ws o com
man has exhausted the time allowed him *~ ' ’
under the Standing Orders. The PREMIER: The figures are—
VALTE OF PRODUCTION—STATE OF QUEENSLAND.
— 1914, 1923. Estimated
Value, 1924,
£ £ £
Agriculture . .. 5,680,000 | 10,105,000 15,000,000
Pastoral .. .. .. . 16,290,600 19,500,000 92,425,000
Dairying, poultry, &e. .. .. .. 3,499,000 6,000,000 6,600,000
Forestry and fishery . 1,826,000 3,000,000 3,000,000
Hining . .. .. .. . 2,976,000 2,267,000 2,267,000
Manufacturing 8,071,000 16,048,000 | 17,653,000
|
Total value of produstion £88,342,000 £56,920,000 £63,945,000

I desive hou. members en both sides of
the Tiouse to take particular wotice of those
tolals.

RIS Z‘,Immv
fair. The hou.
have doubled s

The ”RE\ITER Now I will give the
muber of emplovees engaged in industry,

us these figures are a good indication as to
the progress made.

Thoe figurce are most un-
P‘lﬂ(‘ man knows that pric
noe 1914,

The following figures are more important

still, as ther show that the workers are
nroducing more.
Afr. Ro’v‘ﬂ VYou know that is not so.

T'he value has u‘Crﬂa:od

The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
slandsr on the worker.

The PREMIER:

Another

The figures are :—

AveRaer Vaitve or ProouUeTioON PER IIEAD OF

NUHBER oF Karrrovees Ius(;m;xn o I\: USTRY. EMPLOYEE,
R e Z LrnlEn - !
Lstimate for 5 Tstimate for
1614, 1923 1924, 1514 ‘ 1923 i 1024,
. i
145,409 ! 154,922 157,600 £263 68 £370-00 £424-78

[Hon. W. N. Gillies
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I think these figures speak volumes, and
they are a great compliment to the workers

of Queensland, as they show that, when
men are well treated, they will work
properly.

Mr. Roserts: They did not tell you that
at Ipswich.

The PREMIER: Now we come to the
excess of imports over exports. The leader
of the Opposition had something to say
about secondary industries, and I am very
pleased to know that the hon. member
now is beginning to take an interest in
secondary industries. As Secretary for Agri-
culture, I believed it my duty to encourage
in every possible way primary industries,
and I think that we have been able to do,
so far as legislation goes, all that is possible
to encourage primary industries in this State.
The result speaks for itself. But I have

[4 Avcust.]
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always stated that a nation cannot stand
oun one leg; it must stand on two legs—that
is, on her primary and her secondary indus-
tries; and the time has arrived when the
State must pay more attention to secondary
industries. If the people engaged in those
industries are not going to establish them,
then something must be done to accomplish
that object, the same as has been done in
connection with our primary industries.

With regard to the figures of the hon.
member for Aubigny, I say that the question
of factories is not a test, nor in a State
like Queensland, practically a primary pro-
ducing country, is the test of secondary
industries one that can be applied to the
Government, The increase in our exports
over our imports, I submit, is the crucial,
and should be the final test of production
in a State that is a primary producing State.
I want to give the figures:—

MARCH QUARTERLY SUMMARY, 1923-24.

‘ -
BHxcessof | Txcess of
—— Imports. Exports. Imports over | Exports over
Exports. ‘ Imports.
£ £ £ ‘ £
New South Wales 58,225,180 43,146,722 15,078,458 | ..
Victoria 49,592,643 29,612,548 19,980,095 |
Quecnsland 11,605,668 14,628,305 | 3,022,687
South Australia .. 12,700,321 16,912,032 . I og21z611
‘Western Australia 6,662,729 12,412,625 5,749,896
Tasmania 1,817,320 2,766,032 | 948,712 .
t 4

‘That shows that New South Wales and
Victoria—two Tory-governed States—went to
the bad, New South Wales to the extent of
nearly £15,000,000—that is to say, her im-
ports were nearly £15,000,000 more than her
exports; and Victoria, that much mis-
governed Tory State, went to the bad
£19,000,000 in the same time. These figures
speak for themselves, and show that Queens-
land has made good progress in the ten
years under Labour rule.

GoVERNMENT MrMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: Figures are tiresome,
and it is not my practice to quote figures,
but I found these figures were so important
and so conclusive that I think I am justified
in taking up a little time this morning in
cotting them into * Hansard.” I think we
are prone to attach too mush importance
to ** Hansard.” but it is important that theso
figures should be stated by someone in
authority.

want to reply now to the leader of the
W hf) made, 1 v ONHIONR  alk
attack on  the v Fixing

Comini= I think he sl 1 be the
last n to do so, bevause was eriti-
cising something that the Price Fixing Com-

miss ¢ did in the interests of the farmers
—in the interests of wheat grow and maize
growers of the State—with regerd to bags.

What are the facts? The hon. gentieman
simply repeats the stupid statement of some
aggrieved profitcer.  Numerous complaints
were received by the Commissioner of Prices
from the Local Producers’ Associations, the
Council of Agriculture, and individual fax-

mers with regard to the price of bags.
Reliable information showed the likelihood
of a sharp increase, and Mr. Ferry took

action. He issued a proclamation on the 19th
May. declaring wheat sacks to be © commodi-

tiss,” and after that a notice fixing the price.
No protests were received with regard to
that action, but quite a number of associa-
tions wrote to Mr. Ferry congratulating him
on the action he had faken: Among those
for the action to be taken were
Producers’ Associations at Teviot-
sbane  Valley, Tield
1 . Drayton, Thornton,
1. and Re Creek, in my own elec-
aird the Depsrtment of Agriculture
rded them to Mr. Ferry, who took the
ry action to regulate or control the
3 en he found that jute
ice in India and the bags
would fie quotad at = higher pric
kod thar d but T submi
ion wos arvived at by Ay
the evidenes Lefore . and in the
of the primary produeers of the State.
Padmi of the Oppesition shou'd be the last
Chamber to criticise that. We
Coour own views in regard to price
T regavd it only as an expedient at
mt T say that the Commissioner of
Prices bas accomplished good work in the
interests of the primary producers and con-
sumers during the time he hss held that
pesition. Ie is a man of great canacity, and
hiz only concern is to do the right, honour-
able. and fair thing by the farmers.

With reegard to pricklyv-pear. the late
leader of the Opposition had some criticism

Hon, W. N. Gillies.]
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action of the Go-
If the present

to advance whoup the
vernment in that divection.
Secrete for Public Luands deserves credit
for one thing move than another. not only
in this T[ox but from the point of view of
the bene ,r of every rman, woman, and child
in Que: ;In ‘*ogmuu to thiz matter,
beesuse the g t vege-

tabl~ ]»z\t known to sience. and it is only
a matier of rime when, if it is not dealt with,
the pest will kil Ausiralia.  The pest 1s
sproading at the extent of over 100 zeres n

T
LR A

Australis every hour. That means that an
area twics the size of the Botanicei Gardens
here has come under pear sinee I ress to

SWCak.

My, Moresx: I is thme vou realized that.

The PREMIER: Ii is time, ss the inter-
joctor that Government realiscd
the nece-xity ol d something, The {unc-
{ion of the Uppmltlon has been to sa¥,

“ Why didn’t you do it before?” TIf we do
anvthing we do not get the credit for it but
are told houl > done hetter. T am
prepered to admit that it shonld have been
done 20 wears ago. an ex-member of
the Pulfic Wor Connnisiion, when  tho

Commis-ion went throngh the Taroony dis-
trict wo heard it stated that this was one of
the leg of the Tors peried; that, like
the et hev had allowed 1t to spread

d t‘\ had donr nothing. Now,

+ Government do
great pest, even 4
ise mm"

somoethmg
little bit
not come

our ane Consier” of 30th
July er ot the lC])OFt of the
Prick! m stated—
devoted to paztoral
oeenp: ecd for a more sym-
pathetic wrd for the welfave of the
small s and to the imperative nced
mn places for the encouragement of closer
sottlernent. sirike a note not werely of
courage buf of statermavshin.”
What about ihe Opposition? Why cannot the
Oppo-ition rise to the eocasion and  give
credit v here cvedit is dus The “ Courier”

goes on fo fay—

“ This report bubbles
of suceess and  wvith
something  attempted
done.”

with the certainty
the realisation of
and something

say again. when the Labour party do
it i3 always too soon, or it is too
h ould %avo been done vears ago,
or tbo time is not ripe, I congratulate the
Secretary for Public Lands upon attempting
to deal with this great problem in a busine
like wav, and I want to congratulate the
Comm for the good work they have
done during the short time they have DLeen
at work. I hepe that, as time goes on,
Parliament WiH be able to make available
lavger sums of money for this work—n
which in future will be allocated from loan
funds—because money can he spent in clear-
ing large arcas of pear, which is capable of
hemg destroved ecconomicallt snd which can
be sown to Rhodes grass or something else
and vield a good return

a1

Just one word now with regard to the
interjection of the leader of the Opposition
that this party were under an agreemenrt to
be subsidised by the liquor irade. I deny
that, I deny that there is any such agree-
ment with the Government party or any

[Hon. W. N, Gillies.
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mewmber of the party. The Labour platforny
is clear and definite on the point.
Mr. 2Mows
One of yvour members
he PREMIER : I denw that there is any
arrecment between mvself or any member of
the party and the liguor trade. and I resent

v There was an
said so.

agreement.

ihe suggestion made by the leader of the
Opposition.
My, Xorcax : They paid £10 009!

The PREMIER : Before I sit down T Just
want to counect the party which has tried to
connert my partr with the liquor trade with
an outside crgeaunisation

Mr. Hyxrs (to My Morgan):
your soul to the National Union.

The PREMIE I thank the hon. member
for his interjection, because want to say
1ust one or two words before I sit down about
the Opposition being bound and shackled,
and T shall convict them from the mouths of

You sold

their own friends, The dailv papers, the
“ Courier” included, have 1op(‘dtu11y referred
to the fact that the present Opposition are
bound and shackled to the National Union.
They get thelr funds from that union, and. as
thy ourier’” peints out, no douht the
neople who supoly the funds will call the
tune, and will dominate their pouov No
watter  what 1s  printed and -~iv

ihroughout the length and breadth of
coundry, it is the financial m@nxunonz in the

South that will determine what policy i1 to

be carried out if the people of Queensland
ere so misguided in their mdgnmnf as to
cllow hoy ! oppecsite o + the

reins

Mr. Did the liquer (rade do that
to yvou v gave vou £I10,0007

The PREMIER : “ The Producers” Review’”
of 10th March fast suys—
“The ‘ Xclbourne Age’ has declared

that the National Union is representative

of trusts and combines and other powerful
"\m‘bumno interests. Those concerns cer-
tainly have no sympathy with the small

man on the Lmu. Until the
Country party ceases to be associated
with ey na%ms ,wd city or ”&Hladtl()ns

- it will be known as the (afnouﬂafred wing
of the big interests of the citsy.”

Again, “ (ouricr”” of 18th )Iarcl}' last,

quoting Fergus McMaster, of Winton,

paide—
«

the

Mr,

anisation that collects and

funds, constituted as the National
Union ds, must, and will, have a policy,
either sublic or secret, and must, and
will, exact conditions upon thess whom it
subsidises.”

Mr, Epwiarns: £10,000 for

The PREMIER : Az Scotchmen
“ Facts are chicls that winna ding,

And daurna be disputed.”

az the Englishman sa: “ Facts

" These are facts.

or?

An
controls

ten years!

say—

And,
stubborn things.

Mr. Kivg: They are
only statements.

The PREMIER: The ¢ Courier”
March last said—

“In old-fashioned surgery, doctors fre-
quently introduced a foreign body into an
open wound in order to irritate it and
prevent its healing quickly. That was

are

not facts; they are

of 1lth
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That iz exactly what the
Union is in  Queensland

called a soton.
National
pelitics.”
[12.30 pom.?
The “ (ot

nrier” on 5th March, 1925, said—

National Union on the othm’
.0 unrepreseniative that nobods
appears to know the names of the Com-
mnro(‘. i.v., nobody ourside of a ver:

spe and selecr cirvcle, and as

fllml\]" stated some dax ve hav
beer unable to smash the bav
riers of - that it and

ascortain micve than a few of the names,”’

Mr. Morg x @ Ay, Knight wa- a member of
that Comunittee ar one time,

The PREMIER: The **Courier” con-
tinues—

“We have challenged this coterie to
come into the open and say who com-
prise it, what intevest 1l represent,
and by what authorvity did ir give repre-

sentatives of southern money the
to interfere in Queensland eloctions.”
In the same article the * Courier”
CWe ' spcciﬂcai!y stated that the
whole isiue is whether i-Bocialist cam-
paigns thail be condueted by Quc nsland
pecie, thr b their clectrd delegutes
and com nnth or br ge mh smen whose
newes sre unknosn to the publis, and
who vepresey 11 ocul: thenmelves. their own
pa;m\v"n- firms, or big inic Mel-
bowme {

and Sydnes
On 28th Februery, the * (0’
&

Buat 1his \"*mn
appointod had
gers of biz 1
The fiems donate

right
>

stafes—

ro~ts in

sting Ct the
¢ firms in 13
bsevipiions. |

manignrs do not, The ma

over, in their capacity as n

Natio von, arrogate

the g of the funds
In its der on 4th Februars the “ Courier”
stated—

hetween
Divisional Courcil of the
United Party and the Natioual Union
centres around \uch sordid matter as the
collection and dix tribution of rarty funds

suble

the Southein

is ridiculous. and iz hardly III\("V to
appeal to nnybom with a shred of intelli-
gence.  The ‘uoublL revolves around a

eat prineiple, the principle whether the
_'1)‘1 ition is to be controlled by the
people themselves or by a self-appointed
oligarchy that does not tell the people for
“]10111 it stands, for what it cl,ands, or
what inferests it sceks to conserve.

Further on in the article this is
stated—

same

Let the \htlonal Union frankly tell
tho poop] of Queensland whom it repre-

sents and by whom it is being main-
tained in existence. . . . The time
has come when the branches of the
United party must get to work and
ascertain  in  the most uneguivocal
language +whether their parliamentary

representatives are going to hold their

political trusts for the peor)lc or for the
Nationa! Union.’

On the 2nd February, 1925,

“It would ;1'11"dlv be consistent with

the love of power that resides in most

men and bodies of men if the Nutional

it statad—

[4 Avucusrt.]
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Union did not assert the right to say
how the mioney should he¢ spent, and
\\'hothm or no this or that candidate
should receive Gndowement and support.
Ro g of the “01‘1( would believe
the tional Union of so anemic a con-
sti tutson as to put up with the form of
by its monetary
‘hontv it could acqmm the =ubstance
.. The parliamentarians may be
blind cnough to hand thomselves over
to the tender mercies of the National
Tnion, but the men and women in the
various electorates who placed them
where they are will not consent to sur-
rendsr their rights of choice to such an
arbitrary combination.”

My, Moreav: Does the hon. gentleman
believe the *Couvier.” (Oppesition laughter.)

The PREMIER: T believe the  Courier”
knows more about the Opposition than I do,
and T ara prepared to accept its s’mtement

with regard to ihe \'utiomﬂ TUnion. Let me
now quots the remarks by the hon. member
for Burnett as contamed in the Mary-

borough “ Chronicle.”” He is thus reported—
“ That paper (the ¢ Courier”) has also

reproached the National Uaion, which
was to have been the collecting autho-
rity undsr the old agresment The

Courise” would create the ifmp ion
hat the union was composed eof a few
walf-appointed individuals,  That might
or might not have hecn a fact in the
past, but the Country party has asked
for and sceured cight of its supporters
as renresentatives on that body.”
(Government Jaughter.) In the words of
the hon. member for Burneti. the Opposi-
rion are connected with the Nafional Union.

Ir. Consy of the
article. That and the
hon. gentleman knows it

The PREMIER: From the lips of the
hon. membor for Burneti. the Op‘)o»hon
are connecisd with the National TUnion.

Mr. (orsgr: The hon. genileman is

deliberately misquoting.

The PREMIER: There are ong or fwo
other matters that T would like to deal with.
There are one or two imperiant Bills to
come before the House on which I should
have had comething to ay. They were
referred to by various speakers, and should
have been replied fo in this aubatc but as
the House haz extended to me the pl‘l\'ll e
of an extensicn of time, I will not abuse
that privilege. '

T wiil Com”ud Ve, Speaker, by thank-
ing hon. members for their courtesy in
'“mntmq me an extension of time,

CoOVERNMENT Mewpirs: Hear, hear!

Mr., KING (Logan):
My, Wrrr: 15 this ihe
iave made lust 07

[ o ey
opeaker
ezh vou weve to

My, KING: T desi
the motion befors 1t
would

o to sav a few words on
ihrough. In the
o (*ongzr‘\tu](ne the

first place, 1 <6

Premier and thase wwith him who have been
vecently eleveiod on their elevation. 1
hope 1l their attainmeri of office will be

K‘GD“& n
L

i hqu cne ax¢ long as the Mini
i power,
i
in

ap

(_Gavernment

which T kno
general  clections,

:
he next
wghter))

Al Jones in no longer the
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Mr. KING: I also would like to pay my
tribute of respeet to His Excellency, Sir
Matthew Nathan. Everyone will agree that

during his term of office Siv Matthew Nathan
Irasz won the respect and approbation of all
sections of the communi and no Governor
will leave the shores of Queensland with
more res pw or with greater feelings of
r the populace than Sir Matthew

I cwu,wly 'nu»’: that the practice
ointing State Governors, which has
P.xthono pros aile I‘ will not, according to the
desires of seine hon. menmibers opposite. be
Cllzmgml. I hopf\ that we shall still have
Home representatives as the Governors of
the Domipions, aud especially in this State
Queenslund.  The prmc.ple has worked
well in the past, and it is far better to have
a vepresent e of His Majes coming to
State than to have a man in

govern thi
that position who is tmmmellod by party

bras and prejudice, as would be involved
in the appointment of a political * has
been.” Apart altogether from the splendid
result= which acerue to the State by the
appointment of an overscas (Jovernor, who
travels through the State. takes notice, and
uses his experience on his return for the

benefif of this State, I still feel that there is
a little bit of sontiment in having the
Governor appointed from the centre of the
Empire. The appointment of a Home repre-
sentative binds the State to the Crown and
Iimpire. T know that hon. members oppo-
site would like to cut all that out.

Mr. WEIR: They cut yeu out last night.
(Laughter.)
Mr. KING: I have still that litile bit of

sentiment which I hope I shall never lose.

Mr, F. A, Coorer: Sentiment ought to
begin at home.

Mr. KING: I would like to refer to the
remarks which have just fallen from the
Premier. I wish particularly to deal with
ki, references to the National Union. I#
appears to me most extraordinary that the

Premier should get up in his place to deliver
ai imporiant \1)ooch and that the

t Treasury
benches shauld be pvactlcaHV empty. There
was nof, apparventiv, a particle of interest
sliown in his speech by his followers or the

representatives of the Government.

AOVERNMENT Meusing: Oh, oh! (and dis-

sonth.
That only shows what i
hised 1f~wd«—rhz there is
ension 1in fhr 71]u. and that

( the
Premier has not the confidence of the majoriry

of his party.

Coorer: Just have a look at your
own
Mr. KING: Yes, I sec our own ranks.
Sir. Bruce: You could not {ind them last
night. (LuugntorJ
My, KING: It is deplorable that the
leader of ‘mc Go‘ ernment should 1mxﬂ S1CHL

a poor following or ”«vllmort W hen making un
mportant
'\\Jmu the
T’rnn"wz

speech @s he
h(;m member

Ul(’ 1”]\ Inor’lll’
for m[moo Y
and maude a mnimn] statement it
.MI to see the Treasury benches
To-day there were not more than
memibers prosent ab aay time when

iz a . deliberate
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Mr. KING: Let me refer for one moment
‘o the National Union. It was all very
pleasant for the Premier to make his state-
11wu’r< about ti Cational Unlon, and, if there
were any justification for them, the‘, would
form still more interesting reading, but there
is no Justification fer the hon. gentleman’s
1emarks crything the hon. gentleman said
about the ational Tnion a the Country
Progres:ive party in connection with that
union is based on an absolutely rotten founda-

tion. I made a statement when the Country-
Progressive party came into being, and
have not veered from that statement in any

said that we were not

shape or form. [ : :
war with the National

connected i any

Union, and the position remains the same.
C()‘IHUV Progressive party has not, and
has had, any connection with the

Naotional “m‘on It has rot received any
funds frem the National Union, and has no
expectation of yeceiving any such funds.

My, Bruer: You mutt be getting your
funds from Germany, then.
Mr. KING: We arve not getting them from

compulsory levies on the rank and file of the
workers.  We have set up the necessary
authority, and are getting the money we
need from voluntary sources.

My, Cravron:
publicans, ecither.

My, KING: All the remarks made by the
Premier in cennection with the National
Urion are Lased on extracts the hon. gentle-
man has read from the * Courier.”” and all
the articles in the  Courier ” are based on
an assumption which the “ Courier” knows
has no foundation. I say thai deliberately.
I desire to tell hon. members that the

¢ Courier ** did its best to try to trap me into
answering certain questions, which I would
hot answor. I said that I had given a plain
statement whicly, if the King’s English means
anvthing, meant what it said. I “stated that
this partyr have nothing to, do with the
National Union: that if the © Courier > was
trring to trap me into makmg a statement
which wounld be usei—not for the benefit of
the Countrs-Progressive party, but for a stick
or club with \\Mch to b»ng the National
Lmo n—1 was not go'ng to provide that stick.
A? the same time, the National Union bas
my svinathy.

\"1 Hy What about the agreement of

he 18th Janwary of this year?

KIN

ville hod any

There is no levy on the

My, hon. member for Towns-
at all, he would recognise
that that was #n mnr\cmont cutored into
befere the coalition came about; that we
were then separate cntities; and that state of
affaivs has ended.

T
ifths

What caused the split in
tod party?

Alr,

I am not going to answer
that qur-\tlon {Government ‘,auuhfm) I
might as well ask what causad the split in
tho Labour party that eaused the election of

the hon. member for Bowen as Premicr.
(Opposition luaghter.) 1 say cemphatically
and fiually thar this Counivy-Progressive
party has nothing to do with ‘the National
Union, and know exactly what I am
speaking abour

Now I will desl with the hon. gentleman’s
speech., 1 think it one of the poorest
attempts thai a leader of the Government
ever made attempting to justify his party.
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It was the poorest attempt I ever heard, and
as to answering the criticisms of the leader
of the Opposition, it was only an attempt;
it vas nothing approaching an answer.

Mr. Brrvce: The hon. member for
Wrynnum is making notes. You be careful.
(Laughter.)

Mr. KING: The hon. member for

Wynnum 1s well able to look after himself.
GovE N7 MrwsErs: Hear, hear!
< The lawt part of the hon.
gentleman’s speech seemed to me to be
a futile attempt to justify kis own Govern-
ment. For about a half a minute he made
some reference to the Goversnor’s Specch, but
Ire never mentioned anything about the pro-
gramme bcefore the House. That was what
we  were expecting, but he seemed to be
quite content to take up the time of the
House in talking about the specches he mado
in support of the candidature of his brother
on the other side of the border, and his
attempts to answer the leader of the Opposi-
tion. He also made some reference to the
ex-Premier, the hon. member for Chillagoe,
and he denied that that gentleman had been
kicked out of his party. I do not believe
for a moment that the hon. member for
Chillagoe was kicked out of his party. At
the same time I think that, to a very large
extent, he lost caste with his party, and he
is now seeking a haven of rest away from
his party. He is looking for that haven of
rest in the Federal district of Herbert. He
is not member for the Herbert yet, and he
has got a great deal to do before he gets
there.
Mr. Bruce: It is a ‘“ knotty  question.
Mr. KING: It is a “ knotty ’’ question,
and he will find that he will have very great
difficulty in winning that seat. The Premier
expressed the hope that the hon. member
for_ Chiillagoe would be able to go to the
Federal House and do for Australia what he
has done for Queensland. If he * does”
Australia the same as he ““ did ”” Queensland,
then I am very sorry indeed for Australia.
Mr. MaxwerL: God help us.

Mr. KING: Without being offensive in
any way, I hope that the hon. member for
Chillagoe il not have the opportunity of
cxercizing his tslents down there. That he
has many taleuts nobody doubts, but I hope
he will be given an opportunity of exercising
hiz talents in some other spheré than pol
The Premier also tried to cast aspersions
upon curtain statements that have been made
br Ar, McGill, President of the Country-
Progressive Party Organisation. Much as
the Promier might like to cast aspersions on

! policy, o portion of which has been
given to the Press, it is just as well that
100 mueh publicity should not be given to the
poliey  of ihe Country-Progressive Party.
(Government faughter.) ’

A Goverxyext Meumper: Keap it davk.

Mr. KING: We are going to keep it dark,
because otherwise the Labour party would
collar it (Government laughter.] Hon.
members opposite are looking for something
to caich popular opinion, and that is why
they are so put out, and why they arve trying
to treat the statement of 1fr. MeGHll with
@ certain amount of contemut. The Govern-
ment will get the Counfry-Progressive Darty
policy in due couwrse and gt ¢ time when
will not have an opportunity of steal-
what we Intend to put before the
clectors.

{4 Avaeust.]
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It is rather difficult to follow the Premier
at a moment’s notice. He gave us a tre-
mendous number of figures, but there is just
one matter I would like to refer to in con-
nection with the argument raised by him
when dealing wi income tax. He said
that a man and with » wife and
thres childven, arning £440 per snnum,
not pay any incomce tzx. That i=
quife true, but the hon. gentlemsn pisked ont
the one partizular case fo it his purpose.
I want to compare Queensland with Victoria,

and show how unfavourably Queensland
stands in this regard—
Queensland, | Victoria,
Net income of €325—
£ s5.d £ s d.
Single .. . 215 9 111 3
Marricd .. .. 1 4 6. 018 ¢
Married (1 child) .. Nil 0 6 3
Married (2 children) Nil Ni
Net Income of £425—
Single . . T3 7 216 3
Married .. .. 5 6 2 2 3 9
Married (1 child) .. 3 210 111 3
Married (2 children) 1 4 ¢ 018 9
(2) Taxation per capita 4 9 2 211 3
(3) Average rate of tax
per£l of taxable in-
come— B
Individuals 19-19d. 5-839d.
Companies b3 T8l 12-00d.

That shows with regard to the particular
argument which was raised by the Premier
that. compared with Viectoria. the conditions
in Queensland are infinitely worse in regard

to a wmarried man with a moderate-sized
family.
The third paragraph in the Governor’s.

Speech states—

*While T am satisfied that a large pro-
portion of Gueensland 1= and must remain
pastoral. T am also satisiied that the area

at  presont  utilised  for {he wvarious
branches of farming and agriculture
could be vastly incrcased.”

T believe that statement. There is not the

slightest doubt that these aveas could be
vers largely increased, and I sav that the
Government are not doing their duty in
fostering  or developing  the agricultural
industry as theyv shonid,  Country. life ‘must
be made attractive. There has been nothing
done to make it attractive. The perpetusl
Teaze tenure aleo is not sufficiently attractive
to the agriculturist., The conditions of the
leases ave foo onerous; there is net sufficient
freodom given: there is too much dictation
from the Mi er. Then on the top of ail
wo have heavy land taxetion, The policy of
previons Governments in connection with
agricultural lands was to allow sclectors the
opportunity of acquiring the frechold of the
pronertics,  The very hest thing that hap-
pened to Queernsland was that there were such
tes in exiztenco. They enahled ngricul-

ts to go out and acquire their properties.

Al

Thean mon wore the nioneers of the State,
and thew cartainly made good, Tf the condi-
tions which oxisisd then were in operation
now. T feel sure that nvimary production

wonld on ahead far guicker arnd with hetter
vesults than it is deing at present.

3r. King.]
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Now, I want to take the figures for the
areas under the crops during certain pericds.
First, the period from 1905 to 1914—

Acres.
1905 ... 522,743
1914 192,568
{rereuse in nine years 2 ,820
Then take the peried from 1914 to 1927,
during which the Labour parts were in
power—
Acres,
914 . ... 792.568
1923 871,968
Ineresse in nine vears 79,400

"f'm»r‘ figures «how in a striking fashion how
the increase in the area under crop has
beeome less and less as the rears go by under
Tabour rule. The conclusion is furthcr borne

out by looking at the ﬂguru giving the land_

under occupation for the same periods—
Acves.
1905 ... 240,152,615
1914 ... 731.499.708
Increase in nine vears 9;’,547.093
04 331,49
1923 307,

Decrrase in nine sears 23,

Now, T 1)\01 050 fo take some figures 1(‘18 ing
to the value of the actusl production in the
Commonwealih, fo show that. whilst it has
incr '”ml n C}nom‘.shnd. it has not Increased
in anyt nn;_; like theo s me ratio as that in
vhich it has incrcused in other Statci—

Queensland.  Other States,
ES £
1914 ... 38,342.000 171,755.000
1923 ... 56,921,000 325,287,000
Increase . 18,578,000 153,532,000
Percentage
increase 48.4 89.4

The £ sterling in 1914 (according to.Com-
monwealth statistics) was cqual to s, in
1923. The value of Queensland production in
1923 in terms of the 1914 moncy value was,
therefore. £33,483.000, which shows a decrease
from 1917 to 1923 of £4.859,000. in the real
value of production under 1dontlcal condi-
tions of the curreney; this, in spite of an
increase in population of over 20 per cent’
Talking the values of production for 1914 and
1923 at 1814 mone- value on a population
basis. we get the following result :—

Value of production—

556 13s,

1 per head of pepulation,
22 .. B41 Bs

. per head of population.

In ev

v department of industry, primary
and socondars Queensland, unfortu‘qa\‘elv
shows the worst results in comparison with
the other States of Australia since 1914.

Mr. Morcax: A deplorable thing.
Me. KING
Feonomic
Queensland

These ﬂ;rures talken from the
Commission’s  report on the
hasic wage and from the Com-
monwealth “ Year Book,” indicate a dis-
heartening state of affairs in Queensland.

[Mr. King.
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They show the position in various industries
n the years 1914 and 1923—
Increase.
Per cent.
77.3
143.7
18.7
f 80.7
Dairy, Poultry, Bee—
Queensland 71.4
Other States . 107.3
Forests~ and Fisheries—
Querisiand 64.2
Other States 70.8
Mining—
Queenzland .. *23.8
Other States “5.3
Manufacturing—
Queensiand 98.9
Othar States ... 1109
Totals (all productions, pri-
mary and secondary)—
Queensland 8.4
Other States 89.4

#Decrease.

Those figures show that in every depart-
ment of primary and sccondary industries
the deerrases are more noticeable in Queens-
land than in any other State of Australia.

production  in
Prior

drawback to

veensland has baen land taxution.
+0 1,,0 advest of the Labour Government,
there was ne land taxation in Queensland,
& that Government came into power

Ancther

thev have collected £3.804,999 by way of
land taxation up to 30th June, 1924.

My, Corriys: A very just tax.

Mr. KING: The hon. gentiemnan may

think so, but it is collected at the expense
of the country. I suppose the_hon. gentle-
man does not own any land. Prior to 1923

the land tax exemption was only £300.
Further, the Government have abolished
freehold, and have increased the capital

value of Crown land for selection by over
10s. an acre. They have imposed a further
land tax for the unkeep of hospitals in hos-
pital districts.  All this taxation tends to
drive people from the country into the cities
and town 1t is well to see what is the
cxact position with regard to the drift of
the »opulation from the country to the
citiex and {owns. For the unine-vear period
between 1905-14 the increase in the popula-
tion of the cities and towns was 24 per cent.
Between 1914-23 the increase amounted to
28 per cent. That is in the cities and towns,
but sce how the shires fared in connectlon
with these ponulnnon figures. In the nine-
rear perioa 1905-14 the shires showed an
ncrease in ])Opulqtlon amounting to 41 per
cent.. but m the similar period ©1914-23 the
increase only amounted to 8 per cent. This
shows conclusively that the shires, repre-
sented mostly by oountrv electorates, are not
getting the increase of DODL,{]EItIO'l expwtvd
and  which is justified in a State like
Queensland, haviug so much agucultural
land. The population, instead of going to
the countrv, iz drlftmrr to the eities. The
figures T have quoted prove that fact con-
clusively.

Mr. Cornixs: Does not that coincide with
the position all over the world?
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_ Mr. KING: T quite agree that it does, but
it s happening more markedly in Queens-
land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
not correct.

Mr. KING: I know that it is happening to
a greater extent in ot ther States, for instance,

That

in Victoria, but Tietoria has not the amount
of  Awrwing  and  agricalvoral land that
Cueensland has, neither has it the nmm

induce the peeple to get
cotintry ot to the land and not

rees which will
te the

settle in the eitice,
I would ifust like to sav ?nomor word in
conpretion with the part of :

Speech dealing with the
Speech storte off—

¢ Tattle

wool i

s2id

T am plousx i movmnn S news-
papers that the priees of wnol have inereased,
and that they are more stable now: Dut

e nerversity of fate is strikingly 1]]11:11“21{‘(‘(1
i the wool guestion.  We know that in 1915

verinent set out to “ make the squattor
»

To make evervbody #ueal.

NG Since that time the squatter,
the phenomenal prices be has re-

FTANWELL ¢
e, KI
through

ceived for his wonl, has undoubtedly sa;f;d
the Government from financial disasie
Ny, WarneN: Ilear, hear!
ING: The squattors, through the

London money-lenders, have made the Govern-
men squeal more than the Government made
the squatters squeal. The Governmoent have
heen foreed to grant the squatter terms which
1‘ o nevey dreamt of receiving—terms much

strer thon the small grazing solectors receive.
ard ruch botter forms than if the so-called
“Repudiation Met” had nover been passed.
Lufon'lw"ﬂ"'. ihe Governme tw’xliﬁff‘:l its

cancns rootn for fo
eoome aware of the *mr facts of the
The s mounts that the Gavernment have
bren compelled tn forgo as a rvosult of the
passivg of the ** Repudiation Aet’” have never
stated.
M. COLLI\“ No such Act as a * Repudia-
tion Act” was cver pa

Mr. KING: We know that the Land Act
the Government pasved was known as the
“ Repudis for Act.”” T do not want to take
ap the time of the Lon:o giving the increases
in the nrice of wool since 1014 bevond
gaving that there has been a marked ine rease :
but I would like to refor to the export statis-
tics, in which wool has nlu cod sich an impor-
tant part. The total value of the whole of oar
exports in 1914 was £13,015.484, as compared
with £15.782.072 in 1923, The fotal valuo of
weol exnorted in 1914 was £4.393.185. which
figures jumped in 1823 to £10.422.712, Tt «
therefore be ohserved that the tofal value
sports. other than wool, fell from £0.62
to £5.353.360 in 1923, In other wm
value of exports, other thon wool,
slump of over £3000.000. The Cov
cannot take anvy eredit for the inevea
of wool exnorteld,

od value
as the actual v-m«hz otion of

wool also shows 2 decrease. being = good doal
Trza duving the present Gover noment’s teem of
office than was the case previcusly The
hignres are—

Waoor, PRODUCED 1N {1

1914

1923
being a shortage of 7’,505 66 1 dm‘mg that

period.
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At 212 pan.,

Mr. CARTER (/

bLeg 1o call attention 1o
Houe.

Griovum  formed.

Mr, KING (Logan):

Cort Clurtis): Mr. Speaker,
the state of the

Probably the action
members oppesite was in retaliation
for my cviticism about the small attendance
t members on the Goverument benches
during the Premicr’s speech,

Ripr. Bloreax : T was absolutely deliberate.

Tndoubitudly the
ol, coupled with the
of borrowed money,

phenomenal
excessive
has saved

Mr, KIC
price of
cxpenditur
Queensland

il

I seo some rveference in the Governor’s
Speech to the forming o a Royal Commis-
sion to deal with local government boun-
darvies.  While recognising the need for this

rogy that a consolidating
local govmnmcnt measure  has  Leen  post-
poned, and I sec no veason for that post-
ponemeni. When the Government are consti-
tuting the personncl of that Commission I
stress the importance of appointing a repre-

Commission, 1

sentative from the Iocal Authorities’ Associa-
tion, and I strongly urge the Commission

v area concerned, and see at first-

necessavy in the way of altera-

bo'mmx ies. I ‘urthermore, I
1

to visit eve
hand what i
of How

trust that the Co ission will not start off

with any preionceived mtr*h as to what
those bowndarics should be.

Rugamm; the amercdrient of the arbitra-

i the creation of a Bourd of

';i tion, it appears manifest

the povpose of finding a haven
cod (overnment supporter.
1 will be appointed—most
ut Pavliame ut. Dut

1
memuney

n oor a legal man is appoin we
: that he will veach the high

m “\uilf‘T‘v.\ .usd \ounc] logic set up
uh Chiof Justice Cawley, The

appeintment of a lay member—especially a
member of the Government—is not likely to
pubtic confidence, as that vnenwber

prejudiced adiudicator.  Ii is
geing back to the old-time
Wages Board, with this difference, that only
the cmplevee will be represented: conse-
quently, it will be a class tribunal.

I would like to make scmec reference now
to childhood endowment. This proposed
legislation is the crest of the wave on which
the Government hope to win ths next general
election; there is no doubt about that. They

would be a
almost a reaction,

hiope to gull the electors to vote for them, but

do not think it i going to bo the popular
that they think it is. There is no objection
on general principles to child endowment,
led that the worker recognises that he
=0 under some obligation to assist. Mr.

18

Pidding in ** The Next Step” expresses
the doctrine of the basic wage thus—

1t is the duty of employers to pro-

i of the products of industry such

2s will enable all emplovees

h families {o live according to

carrest haman standards of reasonable
cemfort.”

No « moment will deny that the
works to a wage sufficient to
KLHLH‘ ‘e a reasonable standard of

con also the dnt{v. of the em-
ploves to zive that efficient service that will
cnnble the empleser to makr the product of

his industry bring about the desired result.

Mr. King.]
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It will be remembered that the Basic Wage
Comuission in 1920 recommended a basic wage
of £5 16s. That was for the typical family
of a man, wife, and three children. This
was fixed on prices prevailing in November,
1620, and was subject to variations of prices.
The late Commonwealth Statistician, Mr.
Knibks, on a refereuce being made to him,
stated—

“Such & wage cannot be paid to all
adult employecs. because the whole pro-
duced wealth of ths country, including
all that portion of produced wealth which
now goes in the shape of profit to em-
ployers, would not, if divided up equally
amongst emplovees, yield the necessary
weekly amount.”

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
tanding Orders,

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I have listened
very attentively to the speeches delivered by
hon, members opposite, and I cannot say
that I am very much wiser than I was before
they delivered their speeches. I desire to
congratulate the mover and seconder of the
Address in Reply on the able manner in
which they carried out their duties, and I
think in a very short space of time they will
be able to hold their own amongst the ablest
debaters in this House. (Hear, hear!)

On the question of the appointment of
State Governors, I want to be quite clear.
I have always taken wup the attitude I
am going to take up this afternoon. I am
not here to criticise the present Governor,
which I would not hesitate to do if he
deserved criticism, because I claim that the
representatives of the people at all times
are over and above the Governor. But we
are here to affirm what we believe, as a
Labour party, is a right principle. We do
not as a party believe in Imperially-
appointed Governors. What we believe in
to-day is the appointment of local Governors.
I am well aware that a few years ago we
stood for the abolition of State Governors.
Personally, I would have much preferred
that position to-day, but, like a good soldier,
I have to fall into line with the Labour
party’s programme which was adopted at
the Emu Park Convention in favour of the
appointment of local Governors. Not that
I think that is going to be the solution of
the working class movement. The rcason I
am supporting it is because it is a step in
advance in connection with the government
of this State. We have a right to say who
shall be the Governor of this State—not the
Imperial authorities, but the people living
n Queensland. If we are to have Governors
in the future—which I have no doubt we
shall have for some time yet, besause the
mass of the people are conservative—if we
are to have them, let us hope that the day
12 not far distant when they will be elected
by a direct vote of the people. I am one
of those who believe that Governors do not
fulfil anv usefnl function. and we have to
realise that in the age we arc living in what
might have been very woll for our fathers
and cur grendlathers iz not woll for us.
We are living in a different age altogether.
I heavd this morning the hon. member for
Nundah quste an  Tnglis! 1-—the Right
Ilonourable J. H. Thomas eraber of the
House of Commons.

A Govemsment Meuper: A Labour man,
[Mr. King.
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Mr. COLLINS: A TLabour man; but I
want to quote another Englishman in con-
nection with this ¢ flurnmery > that we see
attached to the opening of Parliament, and
alio in connection with Governors in general
—a far greater man that Mr. Thomas,
That is Themas Paine—one of the greatest
men England cver produced. This is what
he svid—
by distortedly cxalting soms
men thit others ave distortedly debased.
K st mass of mankind are degradedly
thrown into the background to bring
forward with greater glare the puppet

show of State and aristocracy.”

The utterarce of Thomas Paine over 100
vears ago ix as true to-day as when it was
unttered, That is in reply to the hon. mem-
ber for Nuudah, who quoted » living Eng-
lishman to-day, the Right Honourable J. H.
Thomas. I am quoting a man who has a
world-wide reputation, and so long as
Hterature lasts in connection with the Eng-
lish language his name will live and will
be among the Immortals so far as Great
Britain 1s concerned.

Thege are two or three paragraphs in
the (§overnor’s Speech which I intend to
deal with this afternoon from my viewpoint
—first. the paragraph which reads—

“Tt is now intended to amend the
arbitration law and to oxtend and
improve its authority by the creation
of a court to be called the Board of
Trade and Arbitration. This tribunal
will have judicial and also administra-
tive powers. As well as exercising the
functions of an Arbitration Court, the
Board will be charged with the duties
of collecting statistics and of fully inves-
tigating all matters connected with
lakour and industry and economic and
social problems.”

A very good paragraph, indeed! I remem-
her full well the speech which I delivered
in this House when the Industrial Arbitra-

Vi

tion Bill was introduced in 1915. It is to
e found in * Hansard.” vol. (xxX., page

817. At that tiwe I said—

“We do not state—at least I do not—
that this measure is the be-all and end-
all of this great movement.”

I wanted to convey at that fime that it was
not ihe be-all and end-all of the great
Labour movement. Further on, I said—

“ Afier ell, the Industrial Court under
tlids

Bill will be presided over by a
5

t here say that it z11 depends on that
T heve not altered my view in that
respect at all.  Arbitration depends upon
the man whe ix the judze, and his decisions
are more or less final. 1 remember that I
recomriacnded myself for the position if the
workers were to get justice, I do not want
hon. members to think for one moment that
I am an applicent for the position as
outlined in the (Government’s progreamire
in regard to a lavman being appointed to
he bench. (Opposition laughter.) I have
no hesitation in saving that much will
depend upon that layman. If that layman
has got the courage. which I hope he will
whoower may  Dbe appointed—to  see

that done fo the mass of the
5 Justice will be done io
uso I romembor  saving

mine that I did

faith in who

not men wWore
paid » ries such as we o oare pay-
ing our Arvbitvation Court judges to-day.
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I am one of those who believe, after
all, that while they may have the legal
tramm(r mentioned by the deputy leader
of the Opposition a few moments ago,
they have not got the wisdom or experience,
little as a rule about the

and know very

struggles and trials of the masses of the
people.  As T said a moment ago, much will
depend upon the courage of the layman
whom we may place upon the Arbitration
Court bench.  As a rule, the pendulum

generally swings on the side of the Capltdhst
class, and dOOb not swing in our direction
as well as, in my opinion, it ought to do.
Hon, memher: will notice in the paragraph
I have just quoted that the Board will be
charged with the duty of collecting statis-
ties, It is quite true that we Thad an
Bconomic Commission not long ago, but, as
a representative of the working class move-
ment, T got very little useful statistics from
its roport. In fact, I have begun to doubt
whether as working class representatives we
are right in depending on learned professors
1o lead us towards the higher ideal which
is the objective of the movement. Whilst
in the collection of statistics the Board of
Trade is all very well in its way, after all,
we are the representatives of the people—
that should be put In great capitals in
¢ Hansard,” “THE PEOPLE "—and we
who are the representatives of the people
have the power to create both the Arbitra-
tion Court of judges and a Board of Trade.

Mr. MoreaN: You do not represent half
of the people.

Mr. COLLINS: T am going to use a f
statistics myself this afternoon for the benefit
of what T shall call the Greater Board of
Trade—that is, the people of Queensland;
and I am going to draw attention to the
position which exists in Queensland in regard
to incomes. It may be argued that I am
obsessed with this idea as to wealth pro-
duction and who gets it. It is quite true
that in 1911, when sitting in Opposition, I
delivered a speech dmlmg with this phase
of human progress, and I am not going to
back down now, because I still believe that
I am right, We heard Agures quoted this
morning in reference to wealth production.
The figures I am going to qante are sup-
plied to me by ’rhe Registrar-General, and
if he is wrong, it is no fault of mine. They
show that the valne of wealth production in
Queensland in 1922 was £60, 841.865. and in
1923 £63.583.430. or an increase of £2,741,574,

That is a very lavzo increase, indeed, for
one vear. and it shows that we are not going

The next question we have to
ask oursolves when dealing with wealth pro-
duction < TWho gaots the wealth 77 T find
from the income tax returns for 1923 that we
had 2 322 persons with  incemes of over
£1.0 u and . total taxable income of
191, and 449 companies with incomes

or £1.0%0, whoss~ total taxable income
was £6.735.723, or a total between the two
claszes of £11.896.914. Then, again, included
31’\. that rwnnuor we had fifty-two persons with
incomes above £10,000, whose total taxable
income amounted to £950.4306. And forty of

backwar

thees iftr-two V\‘(‘l‘(‘ nastoralists with fx tax-
abls o of £764.080. The point I want
to wnd T othq ise if. in order to
@ to bring sbout a more 2qual dis-
ty fion of wealth, is: ““ Can societ~ hope to

nue for oany length of time when 2.332
persens and &49 companies takeo a little over
one-sixih of all the wealth produced in this

State?” I appeal to that Greater Board of

[4 Aucust.]
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Trade, the people of Queensland. They
should know the true position. That is a
system which brought about the decay of the
ancient civilisation, and it wiil destroy our
medern civilisation unlers a remedy iz found.

2r. MoreaN under a Labour
Government?

Mr. COLLINS: T have told the Houw from-
time to time that we can only advance one
step at a time. We have taken many steps,

but there still remain  many

[2.30 p.m.] steps to be taken before we can

reach our ideal. At any rate, we
are going i that divection. I say once more
and my hgw‘nc cannot be disputed, that in
this State of Queensland we are following on
exactly the same lines as they are following
in the United Kingdom, the United States,
and various portions of Furope, so far as the
present capitalistic system iz concerned. What
we have got to aim at as a Lakour party
and as a Labour Government is to bring about
a more cqual distribution of wealth.

My, Moreax: The same cld parrot cxy.

Mr. COLLINS: The Arbitration Court
has not gone as far as it should have gone,
and up to the present it has not taken inte
consideration the figures just quoted by me.
I take it that in the future Arbitration Courts
and Boards of Trade, following on the pro-
posal to collect statistics as outlined in the
Governor’s Speech, will be able to prove our
case better than those concerned have been
able to do in the past. It is quite true that
from time to time the Union advocates, when
endeavouring to obtain better conditions for
the employees, have pointed out the unjust
position in Queensland. They have done their
work fairly well; there is no geiting away
from that. As I said in my speech in 1915,
and I am not going to alter it now, it depends
upon the wdﬂc whether he is a profesﬂonai
man or a layman. It is all very well to say
that professional men are not biased, and
that laymen will be biased. Most men are
more or less bizsed. What we want fo see
is that the laymen who go on the bench
understand the Labour movement, and are
imbued with Labour ideals, and will endea-
vour to bring about a more equal distribu-
tion of weslth. I am not after the job. I

HEven

bave no intention of taking it. even if it is
offered to me, altheueh I have no hesitation

ie saving that I might be able to fill the
position as well as any other vepresentative

upon the  bench.,  The
Hpeoch says—

wwho might  sit
Governor in 1
“ My advisers are of opinion. after a
careful survey of the social needs and’
the resources of the State. that the time
has come for inangurating a scheme of
ild endowment o .)\ paid to mothers.
Our hasic wage law does not adequately
meat the human needs of the worker who
has family obligations, and it is con-
fidenlly expected that the measure in
contemplation will do much to improve
the social and cecoromic conditions of the
people.”’
T am not in a po~iti0‘1 to outline the scheme
in detail, but fo the hest of my ability T am
going to point out what has ‘od up to the
introducti of this proposed measure of
hildhood endowment. I take it that, firstly,
it i ild Letter oppertunities than
" ley the precsnt s of society 1 and,
E0GTI lv I assume that it will have a

i(“!?(A(‘l"(‘," to inflna » the birth rate, or eoxer-
Teiep some fuones on the birth rate. not
enly  in Ox-mn\mn([ but in the ddiffcvent

My, Collins.]
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(mr\u'Cs of the world. It goes to show that
ideas move very slowly—very slowlv indeed, I
h rve in my land an essar written by the Rev.
T. R. Malthus, entit lod “ The Prmcxple of
1’0 ularion.” Tt was itten m the year
1792, Nowe poop Qe owill say, * What has
Malthus got o do with childhood endow-
cment Y But before 1 <t down T shall con-
nect nw remarks on childhood endowment up
with Mal ’lh\ We are all aware that in
Trance and some other countrics companies
are subsidising the earnings of men with
fawilics over and above those of the single
men, but cur Govermmnent, so far as I kn
will be the first Government in the world
placs upon tho statute-book a mearurs of
cuildhood  vnidowinent. Miaithus  pointed
out that, in his opinion, it was necessary to
impose a check on popd‘ahcn ‘ny cne who
s read thst "3‘ cat work of his—for, after all,
it was a greut work—knows that it was sneer:d
and ]“L‘lL(l at for practically half a centu
Later on we find that the prius 1p] s expoundad
by Malthus. rightly or wrongly, have been

t

adopted pretty s\_dl all over the ecivilisci
world, T am Mh aware that at that par-
ticular period vwe had a lot of brilliant men

in the world,

L 1)00'111%0 it was just about the
time of the

Freneh Revolution.,  England
herself then produced some of the finest
thinkers that have ever been seen. In opposi-
tion to Malthus, Williain Godwin, another
brilliant = wiote a book enti itled * Politi-
cal Jus in contravention of tho teaching
ldm CT '*1 bv AMalthus He enunciated in k°
* Political Justice™ that spirt of cquality thot
has “nmud down since that time, and which
has mede posible the Labour movement to-
day. The Tehour party are o somn
r-mhavmu'v'f: to bring about Godwin’
i It may take a long 11
xn my opinion, it will finall
The Reverend Malrhus. for
i gentleman. talked abont
nce not Tnereasing at tho
meyeass in pepulation,
thercfore nreces
the growth of population. Godwin, in
ing to the contravs, ased these words—
“In our present society it is the distri-

same rate as
said thar it

arvyu-

bution., not the ploductlon, that 1s at
fault”
not the qu(,s!;on of production that i+ st

fault in this State,
the (emmonwealth
getting a b

or in any other States of
it is the question of
iter rllstubutlon of the wealth th

is produced.  That is a problem that is
oreapying - the attention of statesmen to-day—
if we have any statesmen. Tt is a big problem.

Godwin poi.m"d out that it was a mob.e'n
in his dav-—oor 100 vears ago—to men who
sought to govern mankind, T.ater on, in 1873.
Hom‘_v Geo in ‘rvnt splendid work of his

entitled ** Pr s and PO\ erty” endeavourad
to refute the teaching of  Malthus. He
pointed out that there was no need o restrict
p(muhnon as mvoﬁa‘tol by the Rev. Malthus.
I have listened in this Chamber to hon. mem-
bors mjoh-w fi irx referonce to the birth
rate, I g to quote a few, because in
reference to diveussion on  childhood

‘hh

endowment it is neccssary to do so. ‘The
vemark of Vietor Hugo—
CWhet Paris thinks to-dav. Fran-o

thinks {o-morrow,. and later all 1 Furope,”
i well be guoted to-dav. Had he been
to-dar he could have said—

Whst we have established in regard to

ﬂ\o restriction of population the world has
]r‘mod »

. Collins,
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I shall deal with the birthrate of Queens-
land and quote from the “ ABC of Queens-

land Statistics ’ for 1925, page 184. Hon.
members may furn the fgures up them-
selves if they so desire—
Viran SrTaTIsTicS—DBIRTHS.
QGuernsland.

Rate per 1,060 mean population—

1861-70 43,61

1871-80 £3.85

1923 24.83

My next figares are from the ¢ Daily Mail
Year Deok 7 for 1825, page 116. They are
for the— )

United Iingdom.
Rate per 1,000 mean population—

1913 241

1922 20.7
The figures for 1922 arc the latest that are
given, and they show a decrease per 1,000

in Great Britain, Next we have the figures
for the Commonwealth of Australia—

Commoniwealth cf Australia.

Rate per 1,000 mean population—
1923

23.78
res are taken {rom the ¢ Official

of the Commonwealth of Aus-
France.
Rate per 1,000 mean population—
1622 19.4
Wext wo have Germany, and there is a

mistaken idea dbout Germany, \\hosc birth-
rate has been decrcasirg for some time past.

It is quite trae that i 1870 and theresbouts
Germany’s birthrate was as high as 40 per
1,000, The latest figures are—

Germany.
mean population—
26.1

Rate per 1,000
1821

It will thercfore be scen that there has
been a decrense in the countrios mentioned in
ibe birth rate.

I suppose some hon., members opposite are
asking where this money for childhood
endowment iz to come from. Those hon,
members need not worry. This party will
tell them at the proper time where the
money is to come from. Ilcn. members
opposite never asked us that question when
the war was on. We could get thousands of
millions for the slaughter of human beings;
therefore we have a right to say that we can
oot the necessary millions, if required, for
the future citizens of this State. After all
the children are the most valuable assct that
the State can have, and the future of this
State will depend on the training we give
our children and the way we feed our
children. No one will say that a man on _the
basic wage, with a wife and seven or eight
chlldfux is going to rear them in the lap
of luxury, althourrh I am willing to admit
that even under the conditions e\lstmrr to-
day those people are much better off “than
were their equals in the days of my youth.

The necessary money could be found for
the war. and the necessary money should be
found for childhood endowment. What
Quecnsland thinks to-day the Commonwealth

thinks to-morrow. There are four other
Tabour Governments in Australia, and we
are laying the foundation-stone for those
four States. We are also providing a scheme
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for the Commonwealth to take over the child-
hood endowment ploposal at the right time,
because I think they are the proper
sauthorit= who vhould control childhood
endowment.  Fvery consideration should be
given to the matter to see that the founda-
tion-stone is well laid. so that the scheme
may be copied not only by the other States
of the Commonwealth and the Common-
wealth f, but by ecvery civilised country

elf,
in the world.

I can now pass from childhood endow-
ment to some umuihs that have been made
about ouvr wocordary indostries. Tt is quite
true that we should have secondary indus-
fric—s in thiz State and in this Common-
wealth.  Why? Because we have practi-
cally a virgin couniry to develop as com-
pored with some of the older countries of
the world, which, to s large extent, ave
already dr"elonod, and we should have a
market here for our primary products—
that is, if we are going to expand as we
ought to expand. A’r one time Great Britain
was the workshop of the world. That day
is past, aml now ncarly every country in
the world is becoming a manufacturing
country, and the reop‘ in Great Britain
are up azainst onc of the biggest problems
they have ever had to deal with in the
whole of {heir existence. But we ara not
so much concerned about Great Britain as
we are coucernsd about the development of
our own  Commonwealth,  Our Common-

wesith, il it is to de\'olop as it cught to

develop, must start these secondary “indus-
trics.  We kanw the eloquent speech that
was delivered by th Sacretary for Mines in
the Lemislative Council in connection with

iron and steel
suggest to him
that mutier up with the prezent
push 1f for all it iz worth, and

the propo<al t, establish
works in Oueensland, T
thet ho 1‘1?{(
Cabinet and

help us to establish the iron and steel works
in Oueensiand.
Mr. G. P. Barx At Bowen.
. COLLINS: Of course, at Bowen.
not? Bowen has e or\,thmc necesary

" the establishment of 1
works,

industries in the Commonwealth.

]rOn '11’1(1 s
which should be one of the greatest
What are

the C'ommonwealth doing in that cirection?
They are able io show  a surplus  each
ﬁnancial wear.,  Where do they wet that
<u1‘r\lu Their prmmpal source of ravenue

to-day is from customs and excise. In other

words, they have a revenue tariff—not o
protectionist tariff. but a revenue teriff. Of
course, they are lifting the taxation on the
hicher incomes of  their friends—quite
natural—ar<d putting 1t upon the weople
under the guise of a revenue tariff. That is
what thev are doing. TIs that statesman-
ship? Is that bul]dlng up the Common-
wealth as they ought to build it up? What

i+ the use of ta]kmg about sccondary indus-
tries being established if no effort 1s being
made to establish them-if no effort is made
by the Commonwealth to give the assist-
ance that is necessarv for the establish-
ment of secondary industries? We should
first of all stand for Queensland as Queens-
landers; and secondly, we should stand for
the Commonwealth as good Australians.
That is what we have to stand for if the
State and Commonwealth are to become
great. )

I will now pass on from secondary indus-
tries and deal with another paragraph in
the Governor’s Speech. That Speech is

[4 Avcgust.]
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very interesting if it Is examined closely,
an’l I thought the Opposition would have
examined it much more closely than they
did.

The SECRETARY
are too tired.

Mre. COLLINS: If they are too tired, I
suggest that they devote a little more time
to public life and less time to private life
New T come to another important para-
graph in the Governor’s Speech—

“ The Commonwealth Government has
recently entered into an agreement with
the British CGovernmsnt for the settle-
ment in Australia of increased narpbers
of assisted migrants, and for svcuring
loan moneys at low Tates of 1nfcle%t for
that purpose. In order that suitable
areas of land shall br made available

for settlement, and that public works

shall be undertaken for the development
and expansion of settlement areas, and
for increasing the capacity of ah‘eadv
settlad areas to carry greater popula—
tion, as contemplated by the agrec-
ment referred to, My Governm ent has

Ticen asked to co-operate with the Com-

monwealth  Government.  The Prime

Minister has therefore submitted pro-

npoacd form cf agreement, the ter and

couditions of which sre now révei ing
the  serions  consideration  of My
Advisers.”

What is the position in Great Dritain?
Thow is not sufficient wm“ to go round in
rhat country, with its population of 46,000,000,
,iu‘} are l‘]] ay Il‘ ta stone wi :l.} a8 H: WOre ¢

locking for asn outlet for their
'\"‘ny should we et loan money from
Who bilt up the wealth of Great
th  its millions of money-—a
country which was able during the ~ thme
to spend ut the rate of £7. 000,000 per day.

Mr. Mougax: The Jews.
. COLLINS: \'mt Creat Britain ought

t) ~aV to the neople who will have to leave
her shores is this: © We have hore a surplus
population.  You have helped to build up
the wealth of Great Britain. Xou defended
her in her hour of t].nl We are now giving
ta the Dominions millions of neunds t caable
vou to make a home in *tho Doniinions.”
That is what thev cught really to do. The
workers of Great Briraiu built up tm wealth
of Great Britair, and when ther leave her

FOR AGRICULTURE: They

(T.aughtor.)

shores, sarely havi ing built up that wealth,
ther ought to be entitled to a share of it!

But that is not the capitalist svstem of colon-
fation—that is not the svstem they believe
in. What they pmctlcally say to us is this:
“You ave payving vour interest regularly,
and there may be a little credit in that, as
vou do not par it ]le@ France is paying it
&t the present {ime.” France is not pa
wt all. If we had from the British ¢
moent or the Rritish people tha
¢dd lent to Russia-——which they
got back—and the £400.000.000 odd lent to
France, or £1,000,000,000 altogothor—lf thev
had advanced that money to this Common-
wealth of ours, then we could have talked
about a migration policy: then we could
have set out to develop this State of Queens-
land and this Commonwealth of ours with

big railway, road, and irrigation schemes.
That is what should have been done.
We are told by the Press that the
French are practically snapping their

Collins.]

vern-
,qﬁyO0,000.0GO
may never
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fingers in the face of the British Govern-
ment to-day. And why is that? It is
because they are a militarist nation, and
owing to their numbers are able to snap
their fingers at the British Government in
regard to payment of interest on the money
they have borrowed. We have never SPal)pCd
our fingers at the British investor, We have
et our interest bills right through the Com-
monvwealth. No State in Australia has ever
defaulted in the payment of its interest bill.
They why should we not receive more con-
sideration than we have received in the past?
Why should we have fo go down on our
bended knees to the British investor asking
him for a loan to develop a territory such as
ocurs? As hon. members opposite say, we
are a part of the British Empire. Why do
ot those at the fountain head come to our
assistance by giving us the millions they are
spending at the present time in keeping their
people alive, knowing that we have got a
virgin country which should be developed.
The only way to develop it is for them to
assist us, as outlined by me, instead of rush-
ing to the assistance of some of the foreign
countries in Hurope.

1 want to say a few words in connection
with the sugar industry. To a large
estent T am in agreement with my friend,
the hon. member for South Brisbane, in
regard to the position we find in the sugar
industry, and in regard to that big monopoly
known as the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany. We have been talking about the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company for practi-
cally a generation under Conservative Go-
vernments and Labour Governments, but up
to the present time no Government have been
able to tackle the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company and its enormous profits. I agree
with the hon. member for South Brisbane
that when there is over-production, as in this
present year, the whole of the burden should
not be placed on the sugar-grower, but the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company should be
made to carry a portion of it. Why should
that great company be exempt? I hope that
in the event of the Labour Government
woccupying the Federal Treasury benches—

Mr. BraxD : Your Government allows it.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member stands
Behind the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
wany every time, so we can expect no
stance from him. I hope that, when the
next Federal election comes round, we shall
find a Labour Government occupying the
Treasury benches, and that they will set
out to eclip the wings of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, and see that
justice is done to the sugar growers of
Queensland. The speech of the hon, mem-
her for South Brisbane ought to be circu-
lated throughout the sugar districts of
{ucensland: and 1t is a reflection on the
Nationalist members sitting in the Federal
Parliament, whether they call themselves
Nationalists or Country-Progressives, that
they have not raised their voices against
the enormous profits—because they are
enormous—that are made by the company
in the vefining of sugar. At any rate, in this
industry the Labour Government have done
good work. They passed the Regulation of
Sugar Cane Prices Act, which enables the
grower to get good results from his labour,
and I hope that, as occasion arises, they
will continue to pass the legislation neces-
sary to enable him to continue to get as
nearly as possible the product of his labeur,

[Mr. Collins.
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after taking other factors into considera- -
tion. If I had had time, I was going to
deal with the flotation in New York of that
large loan by the Commonwealth, and I am
sorry that the hon. member for Oxley is not
present, because hon. members will remem-
ber that in a speech here, when we went to
Arnerica for money, he denounced the
Queensland Government for borrowing from
what he termed ¢ German Jews.” Where
does that hon. member stand to-day? His
remarks are to be found in ““ Hansard ” for
1921, pages 13356 and 1337, and if hon. mem-
bers refer to them they will see that I am
perfectly fair.
Mr. Taveor: Don’t look so hard at me!

Mr. COLLINS: I am not too sure that
the hon. member for Windsor was not in
the same boat. (Laughter.) Hvents have
only proved, as I say, that what Queensland
thinks to-day Australia thinks to-morrow.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): After hear-
ing the remarks which have fallen from hon.
members opposite on the Address in Reply,
and particularly the remarks of the hon.
member who has just sat down, one might
imagine that the Government whom they
have the privilege of sitting behind were
“Simon Pures.”

They would try to create the impression
that they would not lend themselves to any
tactics having for their object the obtaining
of votes from the electors and a promisc that
they would be compensated in a certain way

in return. It has been made per-

[3 p.m.] fectly clear by some hon. mem-

bers opposite in their speeches
both in the House and on the hustings that
the Willowburn works at Toowocomba would
be completed. The ex-Premier made a
definite statement to that effect. It is per-
fectly clear that some hon. members opposite
have lent themselves to tactics having for
their object the obtaining of votes, and that
is abundantly proved by the commencement
of the Willowburn works prior to the elec-
tions and the cessation of work after the
eleciions. T am not attributing this to the
present hon. member for Toowoomba, but
just prior to the by-election work was recom-
menced on the Willowburn works. I do not
blame the hon. member for Toowocomba for
obtaining all he possibly can for his elec-
torate, but I do object, and object most
seriouslr, to any Government lending itself
to such tactics as have been adopted by the
Government of Queensland., Not only were
the Willowburn works recommenced prior to
the by-clection, but the Home Secretary
visited Toowoomba and addressed the people
somewhat to this effect—

“ Ladies and gentlemen, it is my inten-
tion to give vou a maternity hospital.
The prople need a maternity hospital.
It is absolutely necessary.”

Mr. Lrewenyy : That is not true.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have the newspaper
extract with respect to the matter.

Mr. LieweLyNs The Home Secretary had
already given his consent to the loan.

Mr, MAXWELL< Yes. It is a most
peculiar thing his consent was given at
election time. No Government should

attempt to buy popularity,. When the elec-
tion was on they should have said to the
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pﬁopln “We have not the money to con-
tinue the work at Willowburn, but we have
£20,000 which we will lend you for the pur-

pose of erecting a maternity hospital’” I
want to make my position clear in connec-
tion with maternity hospitals. I have no

objection whatever to their being erected,

because I think they are an alsolute neces-
sity, but I do object to the tactics adopted

by this Government: The late Pwm}er, Mr.
"Theodore, was reported in the ° Darling
Downs Gazette ” of 28th April, 1923, as
stating—

“ With regard to Toowoomba the Go-
vernment have never been niggardly.
The Government have always been pre-
pared to do the fair thing for the
metropolis of the Downs. Mr. Brennan
had always been on the doorstep asking
for something for Toowocomba, and he
always had a sound case. Now that the
works of Willowburn have been com-
menced some foolish people have said
that this was an election stunt, but I
give you my word as head of the Go-
vernment that the work is going on to
completion.”

That was in 1923, and the hon. member for
Tooweomba knows that it was only the other

day that a few men were put on to continue
that work.

Mr. Carter: Why not?

My, MAXWELL: There is another elec-
tion in the air, and the Government are
trying by subterfuge to secure the votes of
those peopie. If that is not buving votes
and holding out the usual bunch of carrots.
I want to l\.now what it means. The hon.
member for 1ast Toowoomba, in speaking
on the matter of railway consnuctlon with
reference to Toowoomba is thus reported in
“ Hansard ” for 1923—

“In the matter of building railways
and of loan moriey, I wish to call atten-
tion to the way in which the Government
juggled with ‘the Loan Fund. That_ is
one of the methods which is answerable
for the result of the elﬂcmon I wﬂl
cite two m:tanﬂeJ We have seen wher
they juggled in the spending of mone"
on railw ay construction w: vr‘( At Too-
woomba we have work going on known
as the Willowburn works. What is the
nesition? T have to recognise that the
h membey for loo-vorm‘m tha Hon.
I". T. Brennan, has dove his best to got

Lmq work pushed on, but this is what hn
said in ]9/0—

“He

two thing

cngin

chods

he (2 N-mr) ihelly he
would not stand again for Toswoomba
uries engine shods 1e on

cith.,  Subs=cquently he
reveived a letter and
on.’

irennan)
works went

1 owas what the hon. genttoman said
at Toowcombn prior fo the elections in
1820, and we knoow those works md zo
on.  We know d\,(; 111711 ana‘t]\ after the
clectior 15 they wers closed down, and. as
a it of 1v1'1t c‘}odnrf down, Queens-
tand s lest some thousands of pounds
hrmwn the damage done to the work
which was then left unfinished. As I
pointed out a foew nights ago, last year
we asked that this work might be
recomnenced, and we were told that

there was no money available; but,
when the elections came on unex-
pectedly, this work was immediately
started, and I was somewhat concerned
as to how these things were brought
about. I saw works bemg commenced
in many places; censequently I have
gone to the trouble during the last few
weclks to make some inquiries. The
E:timates for the current year were
tabled ihe other night, and I notice in
those Lstimates that there are sums of
money to be voted for railway construc-
tion works in various centres. The sum
of £20,000 is set down on the Estimates
for the engine shed at Toowoomba., Soc-
ing that we have £20,000 on the Esti-
mates for that work, one would think
there would be no nced for the Assistant
Home Secretary, the hon. member for
Toowoomba, to address the men at
Willowburn works as he addressed them
last Tuesday to show them that he had
done all that he could to get them con-
tinued in their employment and the job
pushied along to completion. He said,
howover, that owing to the shortage of
loan money and the urgent necessity for
proceeding with work in the Burnett
district, the work could not be com-
pleted. Evidently a number of these
men have to be put out of employment.
How is the hon. gentleman going to
square that statement with the statement
he made in 19207 TIf he could influence
the Treasurer of the day, Mr. Fihelly.
to start those works in 1920 for elec-
tioneering purposes. as I claim, and
then start them again just before the
cleetion in 1823, and then sce that
£20,000 are placed on the Estimates this
vear for these works, how is it that
these works cannot be continued? The
reascn that they cannot be continued is
that the money was spent prior to the
clections: conscquently I am justified in
saying that these works were recom-
menced to try and buy that electorate

for the Government.”

Then we f{ind the Home Secretars going to
Toowcombs and, as I have pointed out,
pledging the Government to erect a mater

“he: pn‘l at Tecowoomba.
My, LoewrLyn: He did not.

MANWELL: I say he did. and the
member can say what he likes. ] ing
fection the © Telepraph™ of 27th March.
said—

“Thoy Hore Seeretery (Mr. J. Stop-
ford). explaining the maternity iov"m;

jome of the Government, =aid that the
not ouly d¢ a place
tha to huild 1
© ordinary oo
By i d
at atisching to
somba,  Cairas

et of
pecutiar

)
t woemen v
didered Lo medical  men.
everviting that science conl 1
hrear wa o l(\\l‘) ‘o wolution wou
the disposal of medical men.”

WiNsTANLEY : What i3 wrong with

MANWELL: There is nothing wrong
only the infernal impudence of the

Mr. Mazwell.]
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Government to put this sop up to the
clectors to get votes for the Government.

Mr.  WinsTaxpey: Dide't party,
when in power, do the same thing

Mr. MAXWELL: No,

VOUL‘

Somf‘ono said to

me the other day, “ Unless you can got
right down to the tactics of the Labour
perty  and  promise the clectors  every-
thing, whether you ave able to give it to
them or nof. vou will get nowhere,”  (Go-
vernment laughter.) I will never pledge
anythipg unless T can sce a fair chance of

accomplished.

MeToacrusx: Tell us why veu left the

The hen. member for
the motion for the
he did not believe in
Like my
Logan. [

‘Q“TTLZ} :
, in soronding
Addvess in Reply said |
Governors coming from overseas.
cmber  for

mnd the  hon.

th nk it 1= @ fine thing to have
such moen  eppointes Tt has a tendenazy
to do and link us up with the
\LO1‘ oy unm, although there i3 a  section
witiiin the Commonwealth who would cut
v feom it Buch appointments  alan
end to h‘ o ous closer and closer to the
Aiot‘l Innd.,  After all, we are only a part of
rreat Bmpire. We are the children of ¢
Totherlsnd, m)(\ naturally I do
in 5 talk that is going on smongs!
of hon. mombers opposite that they do a0t
believe in ihis pomp snd ecremony, in the
rattli { the ’alnc or the fi r of the guuy,
or the 2 of the Governor, Yot the very fi
thing zowr of these hon, membors do,
whesn get into a suitable position—I am

the at but with their
vited to a

ult with
and when thov ar

and when thev are in
buy a dinner suit.

G, Arren: And

funcrion,
Ten.
(Langhtrr
R MANWELL: I ha\ no ohjection; Hut
swrly that is part of the pemp and ceremony
of the Tand, Doos the hon. mewber who rais.d
this question objeet to our good fnmd Lthe
aroiary fo*" Mines, d ing in a frock coat
when he visits \chb‘.oy. {Laug
izk the hon. member’s statement is
huvpoceritieal I have ever heard. The
hon. member and his coHca'rue< do not believe
in pomp_ and ceremons u'lhl thev get the
opportunity to parti ‘1pato in it.
Then the hon. member for Buranda, with
#liously hwpoeritical turn of mind,
the Brueoe-Page pact for sonding
sniract for the building of cruissrcs
lia. \Vh;‘ did not the hon. gentie-
it out to his own pmtv when they
the bundmg of
bridges aexc the uolmstonh Colan, and
Yfmdamn Rivers? Hon, members epposite
taillk in a most hxpocr‘twal way about the
work that can be done in Australia by Aus-
tralian men and then send it out of the State.
They know that they are talking hvpocriti-
cal nonsense. Hon. gentlemen O}’)I’)Osltc went
through the New South Wales elections talk-
ing about what Mr. Bruce did in connection
with the cruiser contract. but the hon. gentle-
men strictly avoided talking about their own
Government doing precisely the same thing
with those bridges.

Mr. WrIGHT : Where should they be built?

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Bulimba will have an opportunity of airing

[Mr. Maxwell.

why not?

o~

1

man deal
sent cantracts to }uunland for t
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hi~ views later. There was one matter upor’
ith the hon. member for
and that 1+ with regard to tho
cmpleyment  of  disabled mou.
d be made to take those men
their existing enviroument and
sud place them 1n cougenial posi-
cputation peinted out to the Pre-
be nec ry 1o have an
: te deal with the mattor,
maeh the Letter, T venture to say
the  opportunitsy  comes  em-
eepond mest nobly i3 the eall.
risbane also

shich T do agree wi
Buranda,
r-'mri;ul~:m‘;‘
Every effort shoul
from

‘Vd\

tament

.

bhea, member South 1

,Ol

'pmn infor ot f clection propaganda, and
pornted ou mm Zir. b‘ure was responsibie
1 <

s e, cnd that the strike
«only for the purpose of having o

tion. It ma: 2 %) into
the matrer, ¥ now fall well that the «trics
was duc to the astion of a ot uple of individuals
ho wastad to tuke control of the c‘liwpiu
and «ho made no secrot of thoir
job control. We find in a section
2 daily Press that job cortrol dovs novw
10 what hon. memb on the other sids
of the ifovse say it means,

for the
VAR cans
Foderal

}‘,gnzg

&os wWon 1o

does 1f mcan ?

It mceans the control of
: 5(lut‘1 Waler Labour
aid T‘ H v ois the thime tn
bring KLJNF the s0 1,1"(1110.‘1 of inchstry, but
Waleh and Jobanson~the laiter being the
man who forgot his nine vwhen before the
t "ull ther were going to
o job control of the ship-
chould frace the matter
end of 1622 when the
Bax” trouble arose.
trouble that arose
v the Dr )
the Conumonsieaith
the market.  Simply beeause the men had
made the position so tyrannieal that it was
impossible to run them. This was done by
thosn two Individaals.

Mr. Rosh !

My, MANWELL: Of conmel it
the most contemptible thiue that ever
wred in a British community to allow
two men like that to held up the whole of
the commercial community of this Common-
wealth,  Hon. members on the other sid
know it full well. TLet me point out that it
was not Mr. Brice who was responsible for
thi<. 3r. Brues pointed out that the Com-
monwealth Shipping Beard had besn placed
right outside the pale of Comronwealth
ad the right and privilege to
i

politics, and h
control the ships themselves.

about abs
piny indusiey,

back to the
CORsperance
full well the
the reason w
tion placed

We

latter

We know
t‘w ere,

and

CloLriNs

is bosh.

Can vou explain why he
an agreement

Mr. Gropsox:
obiceted to them coming to
with the seamen?

O MAXWELL: T am finding no fault
with them for cominz fo an avl"mlnent with
the scamen.

Hr. Grnepsox: No: but he did.

Mr. MAXWELL: T am finding fault with
them for Hrm.mq these men to'dislocate the
commerce of this State. Men on the other
side of the House want to sidestep the posi-
tion. Job control does not mean seeing that
men get better conditions, because the
Arbitration Court is there for that purpose—
not to do as was done by Walsh and his
retinue—defy the Arbitration Court, and hold

B
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it up to public ridicule.
Walsh and Johansen.

Mr. What would you do with
Walsh?

That was done by

COLLINS :

Mr. MAXWELL: What would I do with
him ! Depors him ! T certainly would deport
him. Make no mistake about that. No
man who is proud of his country and wants
his country to progress need ever be afraid
of the dcportation law. In a British com-
munity just imagine a man, when asked his
name. saying that he does not know his
name. What would I do with him? I would
give him a month to find out what his name
Was.

Mr. WrEiR: 1t is like your political name.
{Laughter.)
Mr. MAXWELL: HKither the Arbitration

Court is right or it is wrong. If we have a
law on the statute-book, that law has a right
to be obeyed, aud the person who does ot
obey the Taw hes a perfect right to receive
the punishment provided. In ** “Hansard ” of
13th December, 1910, volume cvIL., page 2767,
my friend, the hon. member for W ynnurm,
who was then Secretary for Public Works,
had something to say in regard to the Bris
bane Tramways trouble. There had been a
great amount of excitement, as some hon.
members on the other side know, and the
hon. member for Wynnum said—

‘It is the hon. gentlemen on the other
xxdn who want to smash up that union.
It is just as well to be plain in these
matters. = There are some men on the
opposite side of the House who are
never satisfied unless they are stirring
up influences amongst the men.

“ Mr. Barber: The glorious gospel of
discontent, that is what we belicve in.

“ The SECRETARY Tor DPusrLic WORKS
{Hon. W. H. Barnes): The hon. member
for Bundaberg practically says * Amen’
to what I have said.

* Mr. Barber: brother !’

1 regret exceedingly that the hon. member
for Bundaberg is 1ll, and I sincerely and
honestly hope that it will not be long before
he is better and is able to take his place in
this Fouse again. (Flear, hear!) This is
my point. In connection with what Mr.
Bruce has done we have an admission from
one of the oldest members of the Labour
party that it is their function to preach
the gospel of ‘“ glorious discontent.” We
can go further than that, and can read what
is said—

Amen,

‘“The working class and the employing
class have nothing in common. Between
these two classes a struggle must go on
until the toilers come together on the
political flield under the banner of a
distinct revolutionary political party
governed by the workers’ class interests,
and on the industrial field under the
banner of one great industrial union to
take and hold all means of production
and distribution, and to run them for
the benefit of all wealth producers.”

Then we are told by these gentlemen that
it is the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth who has lent himself to tactics such
as those to hold up the business:of the Com-
monwealth. If, as has been said about Mr.
Bruce, he has to depend on Flinders Lane

1825—mn
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for his living, is it at all reasonable that a
business man is going to hold up the busi-
ness of Australia and 1s going to strangle
himself? Not at all. These men say, “ We
have nothing to lose; the capitalists are the
people we want to get at.” It does not
always do to take the outside appearance of
a man who is reported to have an accumu-
lation of wealth. Sometimes it is necessary
to go to the banks and see how much money
has been borrowed for the purpose of giving
employment to a number of workers. After
all, to-day the employer is practically an
employee of other people in carrying out
certain work, and he has to work for a living.

The hon. member for Herbert was one of
those gentlemen who toured the Northern
Rivers, and he has the temerity to stand up
in this House and say that he, with the
Premier and others, were the means of
getting a Labour man returned there. I am
going to tell the hon. member that it was
not the Labour men who returned Mr.
Gillies, our Premier’s brother. If it were
so, how did 1t come about that he did not
drag the other two Labour men in with him?
Tt 1s well known that Mr. Gillies, the
Premier’s brother, is a man who is well
respected in that disirict. He was the
president of the local shire council, and I
met any number of people whose views
coincide with mine who voted for him. We
can quite understand how contradictory are
the statements of the hon, member for Her-
bert when we find him stating that he, with
the Premicr and Secretary for Public
Works, had only tc leave Queensland to
realisc what a wonderful place Queensland
was. I knew what Queensland was, and I
also knew the individuals who were govern-
ing it;, and the great amount of trouble and
worry caused through the unemployment
existing in Queensland. The hon. member
for Herbert made this statement—

‘“ As regards the cry that the Queensland
clectorates had been juggled. a redistri-
bution was overdue. Some city elec-
torates contained over 15,000 voters, while
others had dropped down to under 2,000.
The Commissioner appointed to draw up
the scheme of redistribution had con-
sisted of Mr. Ferry (Chief Under Secre-
tary), Mr. Carter (Under Secretarv for
Justice), and Mr. Dunlop (Police
Magistrate at Chillagoe).”

‘“ After the Commission’s report was
handed in, the only complaints made
were from Labour members. There was
nat one from the Opposition. Mr.
W. H. Barnes (ex-Treasurer) spoke in
the Honse on the fairness of the redis-
tribution.”

That is typical of the dope that this gentle-
man gave the people on the Northern Rivers
—ahsolute dope. All that it is necessary to
do is to turn to * Hansard ” for 1921, vol.
CXXXVIL, where 1t will be found that on
a want of confidence motion Mr. Vowles,
Mr. Bebbingtor, Mr. Green, Mr. J

Roberts, Mr. Cattermull, Mr. Macgregor,
and Mr. Appel protested against the redis-
tribution of seats in a most emphatic way.
My friend, the hon. member for Nundah—
who, T am sorry, is not here just now—will
bear me out i my statement that these
1e‘narks were made in Murwillumbah hy
the hon. member for Herbert, and that they
differed from the statements that they make
to-day. But those remarks were contra-
dicted by us, and so impressed the people

Mr. Maxwsili
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of Murwillumbah that they sent the
“8.0.8° signal to Brisbane, with the
result that the Premier and the Secretary
for Railways both rushed down and followed
us by speaking there on the Friday night—
the night before the election. Mr. Perdriau
and myself addressed over 100 inteclligent
people in Murwillumbah.

A (GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
party had a bigger meeting.

Mr. MAXWELL:

The

Labour

Let me tell the hon.

member how the Labour men got their
audience. Mr. Stewart, one of the candi-
dates for the Northern Rivers, carrying a

certain banner, had his meeting 1nme-
diately after the Labour party had theirs,
so that the candidates of the Labour party
were really addressing an audience of about
230 persons, comprising the supporters of
Mr. Stewart as well as their own supporters,
and I am told there were more of Mr.
Stewart’s supgporiers than of the Labour
party present.

Mr. MeLACHLAN :
won the seat?

Can you tell us who

Mr MAXWELL: Mr. Gillies won one,
and Mryr. Missingham and Mr. Stewart the

others—they are not Labour men.

Now let us lake the remarks of the hon.
member for Herbert in this House and
compare them with the statements made In
him on the Northern Rivers. Why did we
have to speak during that campaign in the
manner we did? We found that Ministers
and other members were going down making
siatements not in  accordance with facts.
The Sccretary for Public Works went down
and told them, ‘“ Why, the peopls of Bris-
bane are better fed and better clothed than
the people here. You ought to see the
girls! They all wear silk stockings and silk
dresses, and everybody has a motor-car.”
(Laughter.) If that is so, I want to know
how 1t comes arout that in 1924 £40,869 was
spent in outdoor relief, and that in 1923-24
a sum of £165243 was spent in uunemplov-
ment insurance payments? Then again. to-
dav the hon. member for Kurilpa asked the
Minister administering the TUnemployed
Workers Insurance Aect-—

“ What is the total amount of moner
dishursed under the  Unemployed
Workers Insurance Act of 1922 up 1o
and including the 30th June, 18257 °

and the answer was £337,120 12s. 2d. Yet
we find the Premier standing up in this
ITouse to-day and telling the people of
Queensland and of the other States that
this is the most prosperous State in the
Commonwealth. If it is necessary te pay
out such a huge sum, how can we say that
Queensland is In a state of prosperity?

How does it come thut Mount
[3.30 p.m.] Morgan to-day and previously

is being, and has been, subsidised
by the Government? How is it that a place
like Chillagoe is being financially assisted?
Hen., members  opposite are  continually
indulging in electioneering propaganda
with a view to gulling the public. During
the New South Weales elections the Secre-
tary for Public Works from Queensland.
in addressing a mweeting on the Northern
Rivers, said that the women and girls of
Brisbene were better «dressed then they
were in Sydney. He said that they wore
«ilk dresses and silk stockings, and every-
body had a motor-car.

[(Myr. Marwell.
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The Secretary rFor PusLic Works: I
never said anything of the kind.

Mr. MAXWELL: After that remark the
hon. gentleman will say anything. We were
perfectly justified in refuting that statement.
When 2,600 men presented themselves for
work on the South Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton
railway only 200 were necded.

The SecrerTaRY FOR PuBLic WORKS: Where

did  those men come from? IFrom New
South Wales.
Mr. MAXWELL: The Sccretary for

Public Works during his electionecring tour
in New South Wales said that the whole of
the unemployved of Victoria and the whole
of the unemployed of New South Wales and-
other people were flocking to Queensland.

Mr. GrepsoN: Not the whole of them.

Mr. MAXWELL:
them.

The Secrerary roR PunpLic WORKS:
to the truth.

SMr. MAXWELL: It is claimed that the
greatest compliment that could be paid +
the Labour Government is that in this State
there is an Unemployment Insurance Fund
from which the unemployed workers have
received in one year £166,000. It is a dis-
grace to any community, morc particularly

A big proportion o!

Stick

m a young countrs like our own. It Is a
standing disgrace to find that £165.000 s
paid in one year under the Unemploved

Workers Insurance Aect, and £40.000 in out-
door relief, or a sum of £330.000 under the
Unemployed Workers Insurance Act sine:
the inception of that scheme. The fact thar
such a large sum of money is expeuded in
that direction is no reference as to good
character or as to the qualification of a State.
We were twitted with indulging in stateanents
about Bolshevik ideas.

The Szcrrrary vor PusLic Works: Quote

what you said about the Bolsheviks.

Mr. MAXWIELL: The Sydney ° Labour
Daily” had this to say—

“There are complaints all over Aus-
tralia in connection with uncmploy-
ment. No complaint, says My, (Carer,
comes from Queensiand.”

It is a disgrace to any British community

to have a procession like we had some time
ago with Ministers of the Crown, with fhe

Federal Labour leader at the head. Hon.
members opposite have already read the
remarks conceruing that procession, and I

do not intend to go intc the matter again.
They know full well what banners and ﬁans
were carried in the procession that day.

The hon. member for South Brisbane also
stated that the Commonwealth Government
had practically brought the Italians into
Queensland for the purpose of reducing
wages. We all know perfectly W(’H what the
hon. member for Chillagoe said in connec-
tion with that matter, as his remarks are now

ancient history. We also know that the
Labour Convention sitting in Brisbane 1u
1921 passzed the following resolution:—

“That organised Lsbour oppose all
further assisted immigration, and that uo
Government shall make further arrange-
ments with regard to immigration with-
out hznmg first secured the approval of
organised Labour.”
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It is hypocrisy for the Government to say
that Labour is in favour of immigration,
when that party has opposed it at every turu,
and when we are aware of the articles on the
question that have appeared in the *‘ Daily
Standard.”’
in their desire to put a stop to aliens settling
down in North Queensland, they would
immediately apply sections 3 and 4 of the
Sugar Growers Act of 1914. TUnder that Act
the Stute Government can exclude any alien
from the sugar industry, whether as an
employer or an employee, by the application
of the dictation test. If that is truc, and
the Government are in earnest on this ques-
tion, why did they not take those steps?
Why do they seck to blame the Common-
wealth Government for these aliens coming
here?

Mr. Tueopore: Because the Common-
wealth  Governmeni  passed  regulations
exempting the Italians from the operations
of that Act.

Mr. MAXWELL: According to the
“ Courier > of 8th April last, the hon. mem-
ber for Chillagoe, sneaking on the auestion
of Ttalian mmigration, said—

*The Italians who werc arriving here
were coming of their own volition, and
were, apparently, paving their full
passages. The matter of their admission
was for the Commonwealth tc decide:
it was not a State matter. The Statre
had not the power to exclude anyone—
and he did not know that it was desirable
to exclude Ttalians. The Italians almost
invariably were proceeding North to
engage in the sugar industry, and had
been coming to Queensland for that pur-
pose for years past.”

Why, then, all this hypocrisv of hon.
members opposite ?
The Srcrerary FOR Prsric Works: Why

the hypoc

of hon. members on your side?

Mr. MAXWILL: There are the quotations.
I have given cxactly what has been stated.
Not only do a section of the Labour party
agree with these people coming heve, but they
are actually boosting them. Perhaps sombo
Halians are in their electorates. I neticed
when the hon., member for Herbert was
speaking that he was particularly silent abous
the Ttalian question.

Mr. PessE: I was not.

Mr. MAXWELL: My contention is. and
always has been, that, before bringing these
people into Australia or Queensland, we have
a right first to bring our own people. I sav
that undoubtedly our people should have the
preference, and on another question I will
give some 1nstances of whai 1s occurring in
connection with this matter.

Mr. PrasE: After your speech no one will
come to Quecensland—not after the way you
have painted this State in connection with its
unemployed, and everything else.

Mr. MAXWELL: The question of child-
hood cndowment looms very largely in the
Governor’s Speech, and I might here sar
that I regret exceedinglv the intended depar-
ture from Queensland of our excellent friend,
Sir Matthew Nathan. I only hope that our
next Governor will be half as good a« His
Iixcellency. We have no information as to
the scheme for childhood endowment. Per-
sonally, I approve on principle of childhood

[4 Aveurst.]
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endowment, but I want to know if hon.
members opposite propose te found the Bill
in accordance with the resolution that was
passed at the Trades Hall on 10th October,
1221, which read— }

“ That this conference endorse the prin-
ciple of endowment of motherhood and
childhood, thereby recognising the ser-
vice rendered to the community by the
mother in the care and nurture of the
child—such payment to be a charge on
the whole community, and be recognised
as an individual right, and not associated
in any way with the economic circum-
stances of the husband and father.”

1f the Government intend making it a charge
on the whole community in accordance with
that resolution, I do not think any one cau
find fault with the scheme; but if. as has becn
stated by a section of the Labour party, it is
going to be a charge upon indusivy, there will
be serious trouble. The Government have
gone far enough, and they cannot go niuch
further. Hon. members opposite should ve-
member that the man with the money can
stand it longer than the man on the bottora
rung of the ladder, and, if any trouble occurs,
it is not going to be overcome by the isuinyg
of counon tickets by the Trades Hall as in
the 1912 strike.

Mr. GLEpsox: Don’t make threats.

AMr. MAXWELL : The way to overcome the
difficulty 1s through a better understanding:
Jet us come together and reason the matter
out—(Government interjections and laughter.)
It is well to view this childhood endowment
s<cheme  from another standpoint. In  his
Speech His Excellency the Governor sald-——

“ Qur basic wage law does not ade-
quately meet the human needs of the
worker who has family obligations, and
it is confidently expected that the measure
in contemplation will do much to improve
the social and economic conditions of the
people.”

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
hus exhausted the time allowed him under the
Standing Orders.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) : Before making
a few remarks upon the Speech of Ilis Excsl-
leney the Governor I desive to add my con-
cratulations to those of other hon. membors
on this side of the House to the mover and
seconder of the Address in Reply. As new
members  they have faced the ordeal of
sddressing this House for the first occasion
with merit, and have shown that they ars
well up to the standard of the hon. members
who have been here for some time. When
thev become accustomed to the environment
of the House they will hold their own with
the bost of us here.

The hon. member for Buranda struck a note
of advice with regard to the appointment of
future Governors of Queensland frem among
the citizens of the State. A good deal has
been said upon the matter, and I should oniy
he reiterating the remarks of other hon.
members on this side if I were to dwell upon
the subject. Ilowever, I take the opportunity
of stating that I am fully in accord with ti
sentiments that have heen expressed from
this side of the Chamber. It is a ridiculous
thing that after so many years of constitu-
tional Government, and in view of the fact
that this Government is looked upon as an
adherent of constitutional methods, it should

Mr. Foley.]
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be found necessary for the Imperial Govern-
ment to send Governors to this State
when just as able men are available locally.

It 1s generally agreed that during 8ir
‘\[atthew Nathan’s term of office he has given
of his best. travelled extensively, and tried
to gain a thorough knowledge of the require-
ments of the people of this State. 1 feel sure
that on His Excellency’s return to England
he will embrace every opportunity to place
the information he has gathered before His
Majesty’s Ministers and before the people
of England generally.

At 3.45 p.m.,

The Cuatrmay oF Cowmrrrees (Mr. Pollock,
Gregory) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. FOLEY: In looking through His
E\cellency s Speech one cannot help but be
struck with two outstanding features. Again
this session, as in previous sessions since
Labour came into power, the Government are
concerned mostly with two great and import-
ant sections of the community—the workers
and the farmers. Nearly eleven years ago
Labour came intc oflice, and, although
hampered for a considerable time by an
antagonistic Legislative Council, during the
few yeoars that they have had full control
they have put up a record as regards
ameliorative legislation that no other Go-
vernment in the world can boast of. That
is generally agreed. Yet again this session
the Government intend making history by
the enactment of a Childhood Erndowment

ill. I say they intend making history
because of the fact that, although other Go-
vernments have had better opportunities
of introducing a similar measure, they have
not done so, and it has been left to a Labour
Government to lead the way in this respect.

Mr. XKerr: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are doing it now.
My, FOLEY : It is'quite a noticeable fact

ithat during this debate most of the membors
oi the Opposition who have referred to child-
hood endowment have referred to it with
their tongues in their cheeks.

~ My, Fry: That is not true; and you know
1t 1s not true.
Mr. FOLEY : Ther have given many hints

as to how the scheme should operate. A
further opportunity will be presented to us
to discuss this important proposition, but
I should like to foreshadow some of the argu-
ments that will be used by the Opposition
against this measure when it is introduced.
They have already argued that we should
have waited until the Federal Government
made  childhood  endowment universal.
Secondly, they will object to industry bearing
the cost of the scheme.

Mr. Fry: Not a bit.

Mr. FOLEY: Thirdly, they will attempt
to coerce the Government into agreeing to
load the cost on to the single man by reduc-
ing his standard of living to enable a saving
to be effected in the wages bill so that the
cost of the scheme may be borne in that
manner.

Mr. Fry: All ¢ tommy-rot.”

Mr. FOLEY: Had we waited for the
anti-Labour Federal Government who are
in power at the present time to make child-
hood endowment universal, we would have
waited till doomsday. That is to say, if
they were in power till then. I elaim that

[Mr. Foley.
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we have taken up quite a right attitude in
making a start with childhood endowment,
as it will act as a spur to the Federal Go-
vernment, whether 1t be Labour or anti-
Labour in the future, to introduce a similar
measure and make childhood endowment
universal throughout Australia.

Dealing with their second charge, although
at this stage I am not in a position to state
definitely “what will be the Government’s
method of allocating the costs of this scheme,
in my opinion the only method the Govern-
ment should adopt is ta make the scheme a
charge upon industry, and adopt a new slogan
for the future that industry shall treat
every worker according to his needs, and not
as in the past strike an average between
large and small families and give them a
wage accordingly.  The third objection which
is sure to be raised—it has already been ralsel
by the deputy leader
that the single men of Queensland should pav
some of the cost of this stheme. I for one wiil
object to the cost of the scheme being
imposed on the single men in a similar
manner to the Federal Government’s em-
plovees’ scheme which is in operation at the
present time. Although Mr. Piddington has
advocated a scheme which is equivalent to
reducing the present basic standard of wuges
in Queensland, so that a saving can be shown
in the aggregate yearly wage, I consider thut
industry can safely bear the burden of the
whole schome without in any way interfering
with the basic standard existing in Queeas-

land.
The SecrReTsRY FOR PusLic Works: If con-
seription were carried, they would have a nice
bill to foot.
Mr. FOLEY:
Foderal scheme,

I was dealing with the
which is no credit to the
Federal Government, which introduced child-
hood endowment for its employees. What
they did was to reduce the minimum of the
salaries paid to nublic servants, and., as a
result of a huge saving on cach employee pee
wear, they were able to apply that money
to childhood endowment, whereas otherwise
ther would have had to pay it in a straight-
out way. That ie the position which was
adopted by the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. WagreN: That is not right: you havs
not got a grip of the subject.

Mr. FOLEY : In the monthly paper of the
Foderal public service organisation the whole
thing was thrashed out thoroughly in a reply
given to correspondents who had been send-
ing letters in for a considerable time, and
who were of opinion that the public servants
in the Commonwealth sphere had paid for
the childhood endowment scheme which is in
oneration. We do not want any hvbrid scheme
of that nature introduced by a Labour Govern-
ment in Queensland. In my opinion, industry
can bear the burden, and, furthermore, I
think that, when the scheme is in operation
and the purchasing power of mothers 1is
increased bv the grant which is to be given,
a number of industries in this State will meet
with increased prosperity, instead of the doom
which many hon. members opposite have
predicted.

Mr. MoreaN: Not in this State?

Mr. FOLEY : Yes, in this State. In illus-
tration, I will quote an instance. 1If every
mother in receipt of the childhood endow-
ment with her increased purchasing power
were to turn round and purchase an extra
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apple a day for every child throughout
Queensland the result would be that some-
where in the vicinity of 52,573,600 cxtra
applies would be needed to meet the demands
of the 147,000 children that I hope will come
uvnder this childhood endowment scheme.
One does not need an imagination above the
ordinary to apply a similar calculation to
boots and shoes, clothing generally, food, and
other necessaries of life, to get some idea of
what this exira purchasing power will mean
in the way of increased prosperity.

T would like to refer now to the paragraph
in the Speech, in which it is said—

¢TIt is pow intended to amend the
arbitration law, and to extend and
improve its authority by the creation of
a court to be called the Board of Trado
and Arbitration. This tribunal will have
judicial and also administrative powers.
As well as exercising the functions of
an Arbitration Court, the Board will be
charged with the duties of collecting
statistics, and of fully investigating ali
matters connected with labour and indus-
try, and economic and social problems.”

1 am pleased to see that some action is being
taken in the direction outlined. During the
debate on the Industrial Arbitration Court
Estimates in September, 1922, I suggested
the establishment of a research burcau
to collect information regarding industries
dealt with by the Court, because I had noticed
that very often in Arbitration Courts which
I have attended the judges were 1n a
dilemma in sifting the information, very
often prejudiced. which has been given by
both sides in a case. In the future, with the
statistics which will be gathered as a result
of this scheme, the judges should have a much
better chance of arriving at a proper deci-
sion. Much has been said by the Opposi-
tion with regard to the appointment of a
layman to this new Court. They are of the
opinion, that nobody can function on an
Arbitration Court unless he has a thorough
legal training, and wears the old-time adorn-
ment which it is customary for our judges
to wear. I am of a different opinion, and I
feel sure that the introduction of a layman
into the Arbitration Court environment will
offer a very big chance of changing that
environment for the better. I join with the
bon. member for Bowen in suggesting that.
when the appointment is being made. care
be taken that a man thoroughly versed in
the principles of the Labour movement, and
with a knowledge of the industrial movement,
be appointed.

It is also the Government’s intention to
amend the Workers’ Compensation Acts to
include all industrial diseases, instead of a
number of them, as has been the case in ths

past. When this measure is going through
I sincerely trust that the Minister
{4 p.m.] in charge will endeavour to maks

provision for many bush workers
who do not come within the scope of the Act
at the present time. I have already made
representations in that respect, and I have
an idea that the Treasurer will sympathetic-
ally consider it. I desire legislation particu-
larly with respect to timber-carriers and
timber-getters, a great number of whom are
working in various parts of the State. If a
teamster in' performing the preliminary duty
of a day’s work in mustering his horses, or
a timber-getter in performing a preliminary
duty to his day’s work of running in his
saddle-horse meets with an accident, he is

[4 Avcusrt.]
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legally not catitled to any compensation. I
desire to quote a case that was brought under
my notice quite recently. I refer to the case
of Vivian Johnstone, of Birimgan, in m¥
clectorate, a lad working as a timber-getter.
He found it unsuitable to camp right ou.
at the spot where he was procuring his timber,
and he came into the mill in the centre of
the township where his timber was handled
and resided with his parents. One morning
he borrowed a horseé to run up his horse and
his mate’s horse so that thev could proceed tc
their work, but before he had proceeded 130
vards he met with an accident that resulted
in his death. Although this lad’s parents
had moral claim for compensation because of
the fact that he was just about to perform a
duty preliminary to his day’s work, legally
he was not entitled to one penny of compensa-
tion.

Mer. ROBERTS:“What was said against the
claim ?

Mr. FOLEY : The Commissioner said that,
if the boy had caught his horse and had been
proceeding to his work, he would have been
legally cntitled to compensation. The Act
did not provide for the case of a person
performing a duty preliminary to his day’s
work, with the result that all this lad’s parents
got was an e€x gratia payment sympathetically
granted by the Treasurer to the mother.
When the measure is going through T hope
that steps will be taken by the Treasurer to
make provision for such cases.

Coming to the question of legislation for
farmers, I notice that the most important
pisce of legislation concerning farmers of this
State to be introduced will be an amendment
of the Primarv Producers’ Organisation Acr.
T understand that the legislation is intended
to give power to the farmers to organise on
a commodity basis instead of on a distrizt
basis. as has been done in the past. I unde:-
stand that that does not mean that the
different primary industries will be split up
into narrow sections. Although the method of
oreanisation will be different, the industries
will still be all linked up with the Council of
Agricalture. Notwithstanding the fact that
many representatives of the farmers sitting
opposite are against the Council of Agrieul-
ture, my advice to the farmers of this State
is to grasp this organisation with both hands,
hecause no one can deny the fact that only
bv organisation can they hope to bbtain
stability of prices and consequent stability of
industrv. The disorganisation advocated br
manv hon. members on the benches opposite
can lead to nothing but anarchv. gluts, and
consequent loss, which has really been the
oxnerience of farmers in the past, and which
Ted to the introduction of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill.

Mr. Cravrox: Under a Labour Govern-
ment?

Mr. Corians: Of course, you had to wait
until a Labour Government got into power
before vou got anything.

Mr, CLavroN : They are held down by them.

Mr. FOLEY : Most hon. members opposite
during this debate have referred to the
same old hardy annuals which have been
used and thrashed out over and over again
in this Chamber. ©One of those arguments
was in reference to the alleged maladminis-
tration of the Government. That, combined
with high taxation, was the main point of
the speech of the hon. member for Aubigny.

Mr. Foley.]
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We have also heard the losses on State
stations quoted; we wore told that the
policy of the Government has prevented the
development of the State, and a number of
bogics that have been used continually and
refuted over and over again in this House
were raised. Notwithstanding this alleged
bad administration, Queensland is in a fairly
prosperous condition to-day.

Mr. MoraeaN: Not as compared with the
other States.

The SrcrETARY FOR Pubnic WORKs: You
should go back to Victoria and stay there.

Mr. MorGan: I will sell you a farm cheap.

Mr. FOLEY: The Government have
always been ready to admit any mistakes
made, and have endeavoured to rectify
them. The chief point that is continually
raised by hon. members oppesite is in regard
to the high taxation in this State. No hon.
member on this side has ever tried to argue
that taxation on the higher incomes earned
in this State is low as compared with other
States in the Commonwealth, but we do

argue that on the low incomes earned in
this State taxation is lower than in any
other State in the Commonwealth,

Mr. Roperts: That was disproved this
morning.

Mr. ¥FOLEY: That cannot be disproved

unless you take certain incomes and fake
the figures a little, in which case you can
disprove anything. Generally speaking, the
average working man in receipt of the basic
wage in this State pays no income tax. No
hon. member oppostte can refute that state-
ment. We find that much of the revenue
derived by other States of the Commonwealth
comes from the smaller income earner. In
proof of that fact one has only to peruse
the reports of the various Commissioners of
Taxes. The adoption of that system of
incidence of taxation is to relieve the burden
on the higher income earners and thus show
a better comparison than this State can.
We do not wish to resort to those tactics
to get our revenue. Wo claim—and it is
a proper maxim to stick to—that those
who are most able to pay towards the up-
keep and the carrying on of the services of
the State should do so, and not those who
only receive a bare living wage for their
labour.

Lostes on State stations was another issue
raised by the leader of the Opposition.
The hon. member practically suggested that
what we should have done long before this
was to sell the State stations. Such & sug-
gestion cowming from a leader of the Oppo-
gition, who is =upposed to be a réflex of the
mto]hcrenco of the bulk of the members of
the Opnos1t1on seems to be bordering on
the ridiculous when we consider that you
practically could not give a cattle stafion
away during the past few years. I also
point out that the slurs of the leader of the
Opposition on State enterprises were based
on a misconstruction of the real position.
The bulk of the losses on State enterprises
are a result of the failure of State cattle
stations. 1 cmphasise the fact that such a
state of affairs does not apply only to State
stations. but it applies to practically every
cattle proposition in the State. Probably in
the next year or two those cattle properties
throughout the State will be showing a
ploﬁt

I desire to emphasise one particular point
that hon. members of the Opposition failed

[4([7". FOZ@y.
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to point out when criticising the Govern-
ment. Notwithstanding that they are
iineal descendants of parliamentary parties
that had control of this State for fifty
years prior to the advent of the Labour
Administration, il was left to a Labour
Governmens to introduce such a great
amount of ameliorative legislation as bhas
been passed since TLabour occupied the
Treasury benches. Hon. members opposite
do not emphasise the type of legislation
introduced by this Government since coming
into power, and it is only fair that someone
should take the opportunity of doing so.
Tor this session we are promised, under the
heading of ¢ Industrial ”—

A Childhood Endowment Bill;

A Bill to amend the Workers’ Compen-

saticn Acts;

A Bill to amend the Industrial Arbitra-

tion Acts;

A State Children Act Amendment Bill
On the other side of the ledger, as it were,
for the man on the land and the settler, we
are promised——

Mr. Cravrox: Hospital taxes.

Mr. FOLEY :
A Bill to amend the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Acts;

A Mining Act Amendment Bill;
A Bill to amend the Primary Products

Pools Acts;
A Graziers and Settlers” Protection
Bill;

An Trrigation and Water Supply Bill.

I have compiled a list of other measures
that have been dealt with by the Labour
Administration both for the industrial
workers of this State and for the man on
the land, all ameliorative in character and
all having a tendency to benefit those sec-
tions. Tt iz rather too long a list to read,
and, with the permission of the House, |
=ould like to have it 1inserted in
“ Hansard,” so that the people of this State
may have these facts brought under their
notice and realise what has been done for
their benefit.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would
point out to the hon. momber that last
session I ruled that it was not wise or in
order to have extracts inserted iu
“ Hansard ” without being read.

Mr. FOLEY: This is not an extract: it
is a list I have compiled of work done and
legislation passed by the Labour Adminis-
tration since coming into power in 1815.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am afraid
the hon. member will have to read the list.

Mr. FOLEY: I thought its insertion in
¢ Hansard 7 without bemg read would save
the time of the House, but, as you rule
otherwise, T will go through 1t.

At 4.15 p.m.,
The SPEAK TR resumed the chair.

Mr. FOLEY : The list comprises—
Workers’ Compensation Act, 1915;
Workers’ Compensation Diseases

1916
Workerss Accommodation, 1915;
Labour Exchange Act, 1915;
Inspection of Machmerv 1815
Inspection of Scaffolding, 1915;
Industrial Arbitration Act 1916

Act,
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Factories and Shops Further Amendment
Acts, 1916 and 1820;

Wages Act, 1918;

Workers’ Homos, 1919;

lndlgtual and Provident Socmtles Act,
1920

Fair Rents Act, 1920;

Public Curator’s Act, 1915;

Profiteering Prevention Act, 1820;

Brisbane Tramway Purchase Act,

State Fnterprises Act, 1921;

1920;

Infant Life Protection Act. 1921;

Workers’ Compeunsation Act Amendment
Act, 1921;

Workers> Accommodation Amendment
Act, 1921 ‘

Contractors and Workmen’s Lien Act,
1921;

Mount Mulligan Relief Funds Aect, 1921;
Clermont Relief Act, 1916;
Maternity Act, 1922.

We skip out a few and get down to—
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1924 ;.
Weights and Measures Act of 1924;
Tocal Authorities Act;

Income Tusx Act Amendment Act of 1924
(exempting average workers).
Then under the heading ¢ Legislation for

Farmer and Man on the Land ™ we have
Diseases in Plant Act, 1916;
Fertilisers Act Amendment, 1916:
Fruit Case Act Amendment, 1916;

Farm Produce Agent Act, 1917;

Farm Produce Agency Act, 1917;

Diseases in Stock Act, 1915;

Brands Act, 1915;

Dingo and Marsupial Act, 1918

‘Co~0}")§11‘9ativc Agricultural Production Act,
i 5

Co-operative Amendment, 1920;

Stock Foods Act. 1919:

Agricultura) Settlers” Relief Act, 1915;
Agricultural Scttlers” Relief Act Amend-
ment, 1917:
Agricultural  Bank .Amendment Act,
Land Act Amendments,

T.and Act, 1918;

Land Act, 1920;

Railway Act Amendment (Repeal of
Guarantee Provision), 1915;

Discharged Soldier Settlement Relief Act,
1915. and Amendment, 1920;

Dairy Produce Act, 1920;

Banana Industrv Preservation Act, 1921;

Regulation of Cane Prices Act Amend-
ment Act, 1921;

Anil{lals and Birds Act, 1921 (amended

1916-17.

Wheat Advances Agreement Ratifications
Act. 1921

Cheecse Pool Act, 1921;

Main Roads Aect, 1922;

Irrigation Act (Dawson Valley), 1922;

Bugar Works Act, 1922;

Railway Accessories (carriage of stock
and fodder):

Babinda Sugar Works Act, 1924;

Pllmgzxz;‘ Producers’ Orrranls stion  Act,
1

Legislation enacted at request of Agri-
cultural Couneil :
The Primary Producers’
Associations Act;
Agricultural Bank Act;
‘Cotton Industry Act;
Meat Industry Encouragemeont Act;
Fruit Marketing Organisation Act;
Stallions Registration Act;
Amendments to Primary
Organisation Act:

Co-operative

Producers’
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Diseases in Poultry Act;

Amendment to Uingo and Marsupial
Act;

Amendmont to
Stations Act;

Primary Producers’ Pools Act.

Sugar Experimental

And so on until we come to the Primary
Products Pools Acts. I might mention that
a number of pools have been established
under that Act, such as the Bgg Pool, Ather-
ton Tableland Maize Pool, Atherton Table-
land Pig Dool, the Arrowroot Pool, the
Feanut Pool, and the Canary Seed Pool.

I have purposely outlined these measures
that have been passed by Labour because of
the important fact that in all their discussioas
members of the Opposition have failed to
point out the amount of ameliorative legisla-
tion passed by the Labour Government since
coming into power. One could fill * Han-
sard” 1f he felt so disposed in quoting the
important legislation that we have passed
since coming mto power. In spite of all the
criticism that has been levelled against the
Government during this debate in regard te
the prosperity of Queensland, I would like to
point out that, notwithstanding all the legisia-
tion that we have passed for the assistance f
the industrial workers, farmers, and settlers
throughout the State, production in this State
has not been retarded.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:

true.

Mr. FOLEY: I know what I am talking
about, and will prove what I say in a few
minutes. If all this legislation and the admin-
istration of this Government were as bad as
the Opposition claim, surely it would be
vefleeted in the production figures of this
State. Vet we find the value of agricultural,
pastoral, dairying, poultry, hee farming,
forestry, fisheries, mining, and manufactures
in 1815, when we took chalvo, amounted to a
total of £38,329.000, while in 1924—the latest

You know that is not

figures available—the value amounted to
£66,945,000: that is ncarly double the value
in 1915.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
the value of money.

Mr. FOLEY : These figures speak for them-
selves. On top of that important fact we have
to remember that taxation on the lower income
earners is the lowest of any State in ‘*he
Commonwealth, the cost of living is less,
wages are higher on the average. the hours
of labour are less, childhood mortality is less,
and the length of life is greater for the
average man in Queensland. There is less
unemployment, and the educational facilities
are equal to those in any State in the Com-
monwealth, and, as a matter of fact, equal
to those in any part of the world. Quee'ws-
land stocks on the Fnglish stock exchangoe
are more sought after than the stocks of the
anti-Labour Governments of the Common-
wealth,  Another important feature is that,
notwithstanding all our legislation and bad
administration, as alleged by the Opposition,
we do not see as many bankrupteies in Queens-
land as there are in the other States of the
Commonwealth.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): The
hon. member who has just resumed his seat
read out a very long list of amending legis-
lation which has been passed by the present
Government, and I notice in connection with
the forecast for this session that of twenty-
one measures which have been put forward
sixteen are amendments of previous Acts.

Mr. Roberts.]

Give the difference in
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There are two in particular that happen
to be last on the list, but I trust they will
not be shelved. I hope that the Government
will deal with those two measures in parti-
cular. One is the Prevention of Cruelty Act
Amendment Bill. We have to recognise that
that Act is very old, and there is need for
better protection of humanity and dumb
animals, and it should be made more up-to-
date. Then there is the Bill to amend the
Insanity Act.

With reference to the first measure on the
list, the Childhood Endowment Bill, I do
not anticipate that the Opposition will
advance any adverse argument against the
claim that some assistance should be given
to people with families. The concern on this
side will be as to how the money is to be
raised. We may differ as to that, but we
recognise that the parents of a family are
entitled to consideration from the State;
and, if the wages are not sufficient, they
should be brought into line in some respects.

I was struck with the address of the
Premier this morning. I anticipated that,
as this was the first occasion he had of
addressing the country through the House
as Premier, he would have devoted some
time to the policy of his Government, and
given an indication to the people of what
was to be expected in the way of legislation
and the management of affairs. He seemed,
howeyer, to occupy a considerable part of
his time in connection with the want, as he
called it, of criticism from this side of the
House. Then, having got an extension of
time, he abused the privileges of the House
by devoting mnearly the whole of that
privileged time to quoting cuttings from the
Press of this State, which I suppose the
great bulk of the people who are interested
had read, and which members on the Go-
vernment side must certainly already have
made themselves conversant with. I would
point out in fairness to the Chamber that it
1s most unseemly for an hon. member
occupying the position of Premier of this
State so to abuse the privileges of the
House.

The SecrRETARY FOR PuBLic Works: He

told you the truth about the Opposition.
Mr. ROBERTS: I think that, when he

reads his proof to-morrow, he will recognise
that, if anyone has failed in the delivery of
his speech this session, it is himself, and
not anyone on this side of the Chamber.
I am prepared to congratulate the mover
of the Address in Reply. I have no fault
to find with the gentleman whom the people
of Toowoomba_have returned, and I recog-
nise that on his entry to this Chamber and
In moving the motion we are discussing he
did his best to do justice to the policy in
which he believes.

One paragraph in His Excellency’s
Speech which interests me particularly is
that in which he says—

“1 shall be glad if T am able in future
years to use for the country’s benefit the
information thus acquired.”

His Fxcellency is referring to his extended
tour throughout Queensland. I have in
mind the opportunity I had last November,
as a member of the Royal Commission on
Public Works, of going away into North
Quecnsland into what are called the back
blocks, and there coming inte contact with
many persons who, living vast distances
away from big centres, appreciated these

[Mr. Roberts.
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visits of the Governor very much. We
must recognise that they have in their

hearts a very warm spot for Sir Matthew
Nathan, who has done remarkable work
and has won their admiration and esteem
during his stay amongst them. I am sure
that when he leaves Australia one and all
will gladly join in hoping that this para-
graph which 1 have quoted really means
something. Everybody recognises that,
when His [Excellency addresses a gathering
on any question, he has given much thought
to what he has to say, He always gives, as
it were, a light to the people, and I am
glad to think that when he goes across the
seas and réturns to his homeland he will be
an advocate for Queensland and for Aus-
tralia, where he has spent so many happy
years.

Herein arises a point on which I take up
a position on which I may differ from some
men on my right. 1 do not think that
Governors are necessary outside the
Governor-General, but, if we are to have a
Governor in Queensland, then I trust that
the day will never come when we shall have
a local Governor rather ‘than one who
forms, as it were, a link of Empire. I
think there is something in the remarx of
the leader of the Opposition—that the respect
which we pay to His Majesty is represented
in the respect which we offer his nominee,
the Governor—and I hope the day will not
come when Governors will be appointed
iocally.

We have heard a good deal said on the
Government side of the House against men
who are in sympathy with the side on which
I sit. and we have heard remarks on the
other hand about the sugar industry and
what it means to Queensland. We have to
recognise that the Tory Government In
Great Britain—or by whatever term you
like to describe them—are prepared to pary.
or rather the workers of Great Britain are
prepared to pay, and have put on the
statute-book a provision that they will pay a
duty of £4 5s. Td. per ton of sugar in order
to give preference to other parts of the
Empire. Compare that with the attitude
of the Labour Government in Great Britain.
the friends of the Labour party here, when
they were in power. How did they help
the sugar workers? They raised the ques-
tion which was put before us by the hon.
member for Oxley when speaking last
session after his return from a trip across
the seas. He said that there were two
sides to the question. Now, our friends in
Great Britain are prepared to tax them-
selves to the extent of £4 Bs. 7d. a ton to
help their own flesh and blood across the
scas, as compared with £1 18s. 10d. offered
by the Labour Government when they were
in power.

Time and again we heard criticism hurled
against the men who have a stake in the
country, who are finding employment for
other men.

We heard the Premier speak aboui the
shipping strike. He was very anxious, like
Mr. Lang, the Premier of New South Wales,

to butt in and settle the shipping

[4.30 p.m.] strike. They were desirous of

putting into effect their poliey
of nationalisation. Just imagine the Premier
of Queensland trying to settle the_ shipping
strike! Does he not know that there is a
strike on in his own State? Docs he not
know that in George street therc is a strike
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in connection with the erection of the radio
station? One man was dismissed by the
officer in charge. The carpenters on that job
stated that the foreman was justified in
putting that man off the job. That man had
the right of appeal, and went to the Arbitra-
tion Court, where he was told that he was in
the wrong. The matter was then taken to
the Trades Hall, and nothing further was
done. Should the men not have accepted the
decision of the Arbitration Court? If they
were loyal to the principle of arbitration,
they should have accepted the decision, and
the leaders should have sent them back to
resume work. That was not dome. What
does the Premier of Queensland, who appeals
to the Premiers of other States to scttle the
shipping strike, do in the matter? He
quietly agrees with the Secretary for Public
Works, and the job is closed down. I ask
the Secretary for Public Works—particularly
in view of the statement in the Press to-day
in connection with the radio station—when
the job is going to commence azain, and
when is employment going to be found for
these men? 1t has been shown that the
dismissed man was in the wrong. Even if
we are going to have nationalisation of indus-
try—God forbid it—it must be admitted that
somebody has to be in conirol and sav
whether the work is being done rightly or
wrongly. These are the tactics that are
injuring Queensland’s position to-day. We
know that the legislation of the past few
vears has imposed great difficulties on the
business men of this State. Can the busincss
men follow the example of the Government,
and when one ““ chucks ” up a job, everybody
clse be compelled to cease work?

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
1s not correct.

ir. ROBERTS : That is the position, as I
know it.

‘The BeCRETARY ¥OR IPUBLIC WORKS:
hon. gentleman is wrong as usual.

Mr. ROBERTS: I do know that the job
is stopped. Will the hon. gentleman deny
that?

The SicrETsRY ror Pusric Womks: No.
That is the only correct statement the hon.
gentleman has made with regard to the
matter.

Mr. ROBERTS: Will the hon. gentleman
deny that the Arbitration Court said that
the dismissed worker was in the wrong?

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC Worgs: Yes.

Mr. ROBERTS : Then the hon. gentleman
holds an opinion contrary to that of the
judge.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRks: He did
not say that at all. He recommended the
men to go-back to work.

Mr. ROBERTS: Of course, he did.
also said that the man was it the wrong.

The SecRETARY For Pusnic Works: 1
challenge the hon. gentleman to quote that.

Mr. ROBERTS: I will quote it. I do not
make any statement in this Housc that I
am not prepared to back up. I will give the
Minister every opportunity to test my state-
ment. Quite apart from politics, it is time
that we sat down to business as men desiring
to help Queensland. We should sit down and
consider whether we are doing the right
thing in always pampering the workers.
There are occasions when the worker is in
the wrong, and there are occasions when he

That

The

He
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is in the right. The other day the Premier
was interviewed by railway men from
Ipswich. I understand that they were asking
for the restoration of the 5 per cent. deduc-
tion from their wages that had been made
some time ago. I realise that strikes occur
over small things—things that ought to be
settled—but if the Government are honest
and sincere, it should not be necessary for
the men of Ipswich to demand an increase
in salary for those receiving under £300 per
annum. We are going to be paid in future
for the full result of our labour, and under
the Act of Parliament passed last session
that 5 per cent. is to be returned to us in the
future. 'There should, therefore, be no need
with a Labour Government in power for the
men engaged in the Ipswich workshops to
have to appeal to the Premier.
OpposiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY ¥OR Punric WORKS:
to the friends of the railway men!

My. ROBERTS: I was illustrating what
was hanging up industry to-day. The other
day I saw a building in the course of erec-
tion by day labour and under the control of
the Government. A block and tackle were
being used, and I saw a man hauling up six
bricks at a time. I have seen—and 1 am
glad that day has passed—when men have
carried anything from ten to fourteen bricks
on a hod up a ladder. Imagine a man with
a block and tackle on a day-labour job
hauling up six bricks! Then hon. members
opposite ask why we condemn day labour.

Listen

Mr. Coxroy: Do you believe in day
labour?
Mr. ROBERTS: Of course I believe in

day labour. The Government I belonged to

introduced it.
Hon. J. G. ArpeL: Hear, hear!

My, ROBERTS: I believe in a fair day’s
work being given for what is paid. 1
believe in the man appointed to supervise a
job getting a fair return for what he is
paid.” If he wants to victimise a man, an
appeal can be made to the Secretary for
Public Works., but he should have control
of the job until it is proved that he is mot
doing a fair thing by the men employed.
That is where I differ from the Government
on this matter. It is the right of the man in
charge of the work to say whether that work
is being rightly or wrongly carried on.
am not afraid to meet any number of men
to say that I believe in that principle, and
the men would admire me for saying so.
Honourable men believe in that principle,
and the great bulk of our workmen are
honourable. It is what one sees occasionally
that damms the whole principle of day
labour. It is most unfortunate. I was
struck with the great big leader of Queens-
land who talked about settling the shipping
strike, and then had himself to shut down
on a job where trouble arose.

The Premier this morning talked about
exports and imports, and quoted tables of
millions of money in his attempt to show
how much this State had progressed. I
interjected at the time—and I want to say
it definitely now without fear of contradic-
tion—that those figures are quite worthless,
so far as the products of our industries are
concerned, to prove whether we have made
advances or not. Why do I say that?
Because it is quantity that counts; it is
not value, because values have so much
increased. I would remind hon. members
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again that what cost £1 in 1914 to-day costs
84s. Consequentlv under those conditions
what is the use of inserting in ¢ Hansard ”’
a mass of figures to try to lead us to believe
that this State is developing and progres-
ing? Such figures for the purposes of com-
parison are not worth anything at all.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLic WORKS: Do you
say that the general prosperity of the State
is not greater to-day than it was in 19147

Mr. ROBERTS: I had a business a few
vears ago, and I know exactly what my out-
put was. I also had a business during a
certain period of the war; but what is “the
good of quofing my sales during 1914 as
compared with my sales in 19177 I could
not say that I was doing a bigger business
in the latter year. The output is the thing
that counts, not the value received; and
that is the thing we have to justify when
dealing with our exports to-day.

Mr. Peast: We have doubled the quantity.
How do you get over that?

Mr. ROBERTS: Comparing the value of
the scvereign to-dax with the value in 1914,
the amounts mqunod to purchase a given
quantity of articles are 20s. and 34s. respec-
tively; that brings me to the question of the
wage-carncr. We on this side of the Ilouse
do not stand for low wages. I do not kuow
any hon. member on this side of the Iouse
who stands for low wages.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: We recognise that wagoes
must be higher than they were. A man who
was getting £2 7s. in 1914 would have to
receive £4 as an equivalent to-day. No one
would cavil at that. Is there a man on the
Government side who says that a man ¢n
£4 a week at the present time has anything
left after paying for necessitics? But we
do declare that costs cannot come down if
wages soar higher and higher. A favourite
mter;echon of the Seceretary for Public Werks
this session appears to b, “ You cannot have
it both ways.” That is the position; you can
not.

The SrcrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : The posi-
tion 1s that you are trying to have it both
ways.

Mr. ROBERTS: If a man was on 50s. a
week in 1814 and is on £4 a week to-day, he
is now in a worse position.

Mr. Burcock: Your representatives
opposing an increase to £4 10s. to-dar.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am always pleased if
anyone has a kind word to say for Too-
woomba, and T am glad the hon. member ¢
Toowong made his remarks. The hon. mem-
ber guoted certain statements that were made
at Toowoomba prior to the recent by-election
—TI think they were made by the Home Scere-
tarr. T am not going to concern mvself with
them. but T had previously culled som»
remarks made by Mr. F. T. Brennan on 15th
September, 1920. The ex-Premier, the hon.
member for Chillagoe, was on the platform
at the time. Mr. Fihellr was acting Pre-
mier at the time he wrote to Mr. Blommn.
consequently some weight attaches to his
remarks regarding ’rhe engine-sheds.  Mr.
PBrennan said he had told Mr., Fihelly
that he conld not stand again unless those
engine-sheds were gone on with. Subsequently
he received a letter from Mr. Fihelly. and the
work on the engine-sheds was pmoeedod with.
That was Mr. Brennan’s speech. in 1920, and
I quote it because I wish to supplement the
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remarks which the hon. member for Toowong
was good cnough to quote in this House
earlier in the dcbate. I am still of opinion
that that was a political job. The work was
necessary, and that is why I condemn the
Government because they did not go on with
the job. Ask the men at Toowoonba. Ask
the men in the Railway Departament—men who
are paid high salaries to carry out the work of
railway administration. Ask them if the work
1s not necessary for the better conveniencs
in handling trains, and they will tell vou,
“Yes.” Whv is it not gone on with? Why
is the money that 1s put on the Kstimates not
cexpended? We do know that certain moneys
weore put on the Fstimates, but the Govecrn-
ment did not spend those moneys. They just
hold sufficient in hand so that, if anything
unexpectedly happens, such as an election,
they can go on with the job. The hon. mem-
her for Toowong, in the remarks he quotei,
showad that on one ocecasion, just prior fo
an election. they could actual]v go on with
the job without monev being voted at all.
You cannot get away from that position.

Mr. F. A. Cooper : What about the Ipswich
Railway Station?

Mr. ROBERTS: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber about that presently. Immediately after
the election, when Mr. Brennan was returne.i,
the work was closed down. Then 1t was
reopened in 1923, when Mr. Brennan was
agaln a candldmte and immediately the elee-
tion was over it was closed down again.

Mr. LLEWELYN : Was it closed down in 1923°?

Mr. ROBERTS: After the 1923 election the
iob was closed down with the exception of
eight men. There were eight men doing
work of some sort,

Mr. LLEWELYN: Are vou quite sure there
were not more than eight men?

Mr. ROBERTS: From eight to thirteen,
Mr. LeEwrLynN: You should be fair.

Mr. ROBERTS: When the hon. member
has been longer in this House he will know
that T am honest and that I am always fair.
T gave the lowest number. That is the posi-
tion. I am justified in the statement I have
made that this job is used for electioneeriny
purposes: £72,000 have been spent on the
works, and we are paying interest on that
money. Recognising that it is a job thas
requires to be done, quite apart from giving
employment, is there any reason why it
should not be gone on w1fh7 In rep]y to
the hon. member for Bremer, I shall give the
ficures in regard to the Ipswich Railway
Sfation. T locked this matter up to-day,
hecause the hon. member for Ipswich. on
25th September, 1923, asked a question of the
Secretarr for Railways following on a ques-
tion T had previously asked. I recognise that
there again a very large sum of money was
sisent which was In no wav revenue- produomﬂ'
T asked a question on the matter. and the
hon. uiember for Tpswich followed it up with
another, and he was told that the total cost,
including resumptions. ete., was £160.530, and
that it was ostimated that it would cost a
further £63.000 to complete the job. The
'\/szc or said—

“ No money is provided on thé Esti-
mates for the present financial year, hut
the work will probably be completed
during the currency of the next financial
vear.”

I said a few moments ago that T was honest,
and T am. I am not doing this now for
electioncering purposes. I want to remind
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the people of Ipswich that here is a place
where the Government have wasted their
money, and they admit it. On 26th Septem-
ber, 1923, the Government, in answer to the
hon. member who represents that electorase,
stated that this large sum of money had been
spent on that job and that it required another
-£63.000 to complete: and yet they talk about
men being unemployed !

We have been told to-day that we have
spent over £300,000 in unemployment relief
—I will not use the word *““dole,” as I do
not want to say anything offensive. We
have spent that money, and vet £63,000 is
required to finish this job. Would it not
have becn better to give men some work
and finish that job, and make it revenue-
producing, and, what is more, 5 convenience
to the travelling public? We admit that a
new station would be an advantage. I go
through that place twice every week, and I
recognise that. When T see all this money
hottled up, the work simply standing there
with no benefit to the State, I feel that
something  should be done. These are
points which show that the CGovernment do
not give the ccnsideration they ought to
give to the interests of Queensland.

Coming to the matter of secondary indus-
tries, we have had a lot of figures given
‘to-day. So far as the secondary industries
outside Brisbane are concerned, they ave
getting Jess and less. T had an example of
that only last week when coming from
Toowoomba. I met three men on the
Ipswich station, one of whom indicated that
for certain reasons he had taken up higs
abode in Brisbane. I asked him what had
happened. He said, “ Our job has gone:
we cannot compete.”” He was in the boot
trade. These were three married men who
had gone for the week-end to Toowoomba,
and were returning to Brisbane to work.

Mr. Hyxes: That is of the
Federal award.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is not a question of
whether it is a Federal or a State award.
There would be no difference so far as the
south-eastern division is concerned whether
it 1s because of a Federal or a State award.
Under our system an award is made in
Brisbane where all the facilities are. I
would ask whether any man is going to
open up a boot factory in the country under
the conditions which are fixed in Brisbane,
and are advantageous ro, Brishane but
which apply to a large area? Does it not
stand to reason that the cheaper vou can
ell your boots the greater quantity you
will sell. which will reduce your overhead
cxpenses?  As a result, you prevent emplox-
ment in the country districts. Some con-
sideration needs to be given to the country
districts unless we desire that all industry
shall be confined to the metropolitan area.
This not only happens in Queensland, but
in the whele of Australia. If we are 1/°
careful, exeopt for small jobs, there will be
noth!in;,r for the men in the country districts
to do.

because

Mr. Hy~es: You are interested in Too-
wooimba.
Mr. ROBERTS: T am interested in the

‘matter because I recognise that, if we are
going +to populate Queensland, we must
build up the country towns and provide
emplovment there. We have numbers of
boys every week looking for employment.
T have said before, and I repeat, that if we
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took a census of Queensland of lads between
fifteen and nineteen years of age who can-
not get a job in this State in order to earn
a livelihood, but are simply dependent on
their parents not only for food but for
clothing, it would be a revelation. I wi
that they could get work. If I had the
power I would see that it was obtainable.
I come into contact with them every day,
and know the position. Women come to
me and ask where they can get work for
their boys. You say, ¢ What is his age?”
“ Seventeen.” VYou say, ‘“ Go down to the
Railway Department and tell them there
that the boy’s age is seventeen.”” Perhaps
they go, and they see the railway officer
shake his head, and say, ‘“ He is at a bad
age.” Why is he at a bad age? The same
thing applics at the other end, where the
worker is told, “ You are sixty-five. There
is the old age pension—no work.” This is
what the men do who are supposed to look
after the workers of Queensland. They
bring down a regulation which says, so far
as their employees are concerned, “ When
vou get to sixty-five there is the old age
pension for you,” and they would have
made it sixty it that had been the age at
which payment of that pension commenced;
but the Commonwealth Pensions Act fixes
the payment of the pension at sixty-five
years of age, and when you say anything
about it they come along smiling, and say,
“Oh, it will be all right; these old chaps
will scon die off.”” That iz not in the
interests of the workers of Queensland or
of any other State.

Mr. Dasrn: What would you do?

Mr. ROBERTS: The thing is: Is he worth
anything at all? Why should he be told
to get the old age pension? Should he not
have the right®to earn something? TIs he
not of some value to the community? I
would give him employment so long as he
was able to do his job. If he was able to
do his job for thirty or forty years, do you
think I would put him off? No. Hon. mem-
bers opposite talk about the profiteer. They
say they stand for the working men, bat,
after thirty years of toil, they put him off
and tell him that he can get the old age
pension.

Mr. Dasp: We are not the party who
brought that in.

Mr. ROBERTS: Of course vou are the
party who brought it in by regulation. The
Government which I supported said that so
long as a man was able to do his work he
should be employed. Under our Government
a boy who wanted a job at fifteen was able
to get work. To-day he cannot. On the one
hand a boy from fifteen to nineteen cannot
get employment, and on the uther the man
of sixty-five is put out of a job.

Mr. BuLcock: What does the Federal

Government do?

Mr. ROBERTS: Here is an honest
endeavour by the hon. member for Barcoc
to get some information, and he is entitled
to an answer. If these men who call them-
selves Labour men had done what the
Tederal so-called Tory Government did, I
would not be making a speech this after-
noon. They provided pensions for the men
they retired, and they did not provide pen-
sions only for those who were entitled to
them under their regulations. They saw
that there was a large number of men who
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were not entitled to them under those condi-
tions; but they considered it a fair thing
that all men who were retired should have
them, and by a special Bill introduced by
the member for the Darling Downs, Sir
Littleton Groom, they put on the statute-
book an Act providing that their regulations
should apply to all men who were retired,
notwithstanding that they were over the
age. I am glad of the question asked by
the hon. member for Barcoo, and, if he has
another one, he may put it now.
Mr. Dasp: Do you know——

Mr. ROBERTS: I know much more that
is worth knowing than the hon. member,

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 would
very much like to deal in detail with somo of
the remarks by the hon. member for East

Toowoomba, but just for the
[5 p.m.] moment I have some more
important matters to deal with.
Given time and opportunity and the indul-
gence of the House, and not being led off
by too many interjections, I may be able to
get through the matter that I intend to deal
with. I congratulate the hon. member for
Toowoomba and the hon. member for
Buranda on the excellent speeches they made
when introducing the motion that we are now
discussing. I congratulate them because of
the excellent work they did in preparation
of their addresses. and I am sure that they
are men who will do great honour to the
Labour party and great honour to the Labour
movement.
Mr. Norr: There is plenty of room.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Yes, there is always
plenty of room at the top. I also congratu-
late the Government on being able to fll
vacancies in the party by men of the stand-
ing of the hon. member for Toowoomba and
the hon. member for Buranda. The advent
of those gentlemen to this Chamber reminds
me that we have won two by-clections
recently. Once more the people of Queens-
land have stamped their approval upon
Labour Administration, and they have
repeatedly stamped their approval on Labour
Administration since 1915. That is one of the
most remarkable things in the history of
Australia. A young country is everlastingly
subject to change. New methods and new
desires bring changes very rapidly. The
Labour Government have cntrenched them-
selves in the hearts of the people of Queens-
land, and that speaks volumes for the wonder-
ful work they have done and the wonderful
faith that the people of Queensiand have in
the Government.

I would like to join with other members
who have expressed their regret at the depar-
ture of His Hxcellency the Governor. Per-
sonally, we are all sorry that he is going.
He is a gentleman who has pleased us
immensely. He has given all his time to his
work, and he has, T am sure, studied Quecens-
land and Queensland conditions in a way
that no previous Governor did. I have heen
struck with the things he has said and the
things he has done. On his very last appear-
ance in Ipswich he spoke very highly of the
activity of this Government in connection
with education. I am going to quote his
remarks, because I believe that they are worth
recording. In speaking at the distribution of
prizes won by the students of the Ipswich
Technical College on 9th July last, he said—

“1 was glad to notice Mr. Wilson’s
recent statement that the Government
was considering a later school-leaving
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age. This will be in accordance with the:
policy they have consistently followed of
raising the standard of cducation in
Queensland.”
In case some one might doubt Fis Excel-
lency’s ability to speak upon the subject, 1
will quote further from His Excellency’s
remarks, He said— .

“ T have personally noted it in the last
five or six years. I claim that from
coming into contact as 1 have done
through my advice being asked by
mothers, with the correspondence classes
carried on for children in the out--
back, from visiting a great number of
primary and many secondary schools,
from being fairly familiar with the work
of technical colleges, and from occupying
a post in the University, from which I
can judge the assistance given to it by
the Government, I am in a position to
pay the tribute.”

His Excellency pointed out that he was not
afraid of being charged with trespassing
upon political subjects, because every member
of the community—he did not use these exact
words—and even the Opposition in Parlia-
ment were of the same opinion as he was on
the matter—that the Queensiand Government
had done quite a lot to advance cducation.
I am pleased to use that quotation because
of its justice and the clarity of it, and
because it gives the exact impression of His
Excelleney. It discloses his clear reasoning-
and his ability to pick out good points.

Mr. Corser: This
followed out what was
previous Government.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: How men do love
to hang on to the tails of our coats! In all
things that we have dene the Opposition have
said, ‘“Oh, well, you could not help your-
self. We gave you a start.”’” There 1s no-
doubt they would say that if they had not
given us a start, they would have given us
a start had they been given the opportunity.
It is not a matter of giving them an oppor-
tunity, as the people of Queensland are:
sick and tired of the many changes of the
political coats of the party opposite, and:
have not only swept them off the face of the
political earth but intend to keep them off it.
(Government laughter.) I do not know,
Mr. Speaker, if you have ever been unfortu-
nate enough to be out on the briny in a
sailing vessel, to have seen it capsize, and
to have seen the splutterings and gurglings
of the incompetents in the attempt of those
who were on the swamped boat to regain
their former position. If you have, Sir, you
will have some idea of the attitude of hon.
members opposite in trying to secure posses-
sion of the political boat of Queensland. It
is painful to watch their splutterings and
gaspings; and, if any party was ever mept
and unable fo grasp the situation, it is that
party. Some years ago I had occasion n
this House to call attention to the one point,
if there 1s one, that they are consistent in.
That is their consistency in changing their-
name.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. F. A. COOPER: There was once a
time when they were known as the Tory
party, but they did not care to own the-
name, Then they became the Liberal party,
but they became tired of that name and
became the P.P.L. party. I, in common
with others, do not remember what exactly

Government only
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those letters represent, but it was said at the
time that they stood for “ Pulling People’s
Legs.”” (Government laughter.) That is
true. Then they became tired of that name
and became the Nationalist party; then the
United party; and, having become tired
of that name, they are now to be known as
the Country-Progréssive party. The man at
the street corner selling a sparrow for a
-canary by dyeing it yellow is not half as
bad as the people who are always trying
to foist themselves on the people of Queens-
land by changing their name. (Laughter.)

The SECBETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The
lightning changoe artist at the Empire is not
in it with them.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I believe that is
‘80, and, although they are like this man con-
tmuallv dyeing his bird, methinks you can
still see the old whiskers coming through
the dye all the time, as they cannot keep
dyeing thewuselves fast enough. (Govern-
ment laughter.)

His Excellency has spent much of his time
in his journeyings to and fro in Queens-
land. Like a famous man who lived many,
many years ago, he can speak of his
** journeyings oft and labours abundant.’” I
belicve that Sir Matthew Nathan, if the
question of the appointment of Imperial
Governors should become a burning question,
will do a good turn to the people who
believe earncstly, and support the bringing
of Governors from overseas. But it is not
a burning question, and there is not much
in it. There is this in it from my stand-
point: I cannot for the life of me see the
necessity for bringing a man from overseas
to do a job when his duties are laid down in
the Constitution of this State. I cannot see
why a local man cannot be appointed speci-
fically to do that work. The hon. members
opposite say that a local man cannot be
appointed because of his political views—
that he would be politically biased and would
thus be unable to do the job. Yet these
people have stood for the appointment to
Chief Justiceships of such men as the late
Sir Samuel Griffith and Sir William Irvine
—hoth politicia and also of Mr. James
Blair as Chief Justice of this State, and he
also was a politician! They have stood for
the appointment of politicians in certain
cascs, and have believed that these men were
unbiased. The hon. member for East Too-
woomba a little while ago said that he had
been watching the work  of Mr. Frank
Breunan as judge, and. as far as he was
able to see, he was discharging his judicial
dutics well. Why, then, cannot we appoint
the Chief Justice for this State as Governor
to do the work as laid down in the Consti-
tution? That is what we should do, and
that is what we are aiming at. There is no
idca held of appointing, as has been stated,
a derelict politician to this high office, for
he would ke able to carry on the same as a
n:an from overseas. There is no reform or
advance in doing so.

The SecreTaRY ForR PvnrLic Lanps: There
is no gain at all.
Mr. F. A. COOPER: That is so. It is

simply playing a game of one set of men
against another. There is no advantage in
it. The ideals of the Labour party are for
progress.
other than the substitution of a local
Governor for a Governor from overseas, it
‘will be no progress at all.
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I notice that a number of speakers from
the Opposition benches have drawn atten-
tion to the fact that the Governor’s Speech
consists largely of ““a Bill to amend,” and
state that this is a weakness either in the
drafting of Bills or in the way in which
legislation has been passed. That is not at
all the case. Hon. members opposite believe
ithat a law once passed—particularly those
laws passed 100 years ago—should be the
law to-day. They are against progress,
against amendments, against improvements,
The Bills that are being dealt with are
mostly Bills for the amendment of measures
that have been found wanting in certain
respects, although in many cases it has been
found that we can improve on previous
legislation. This party is one of change and
progress, and the amendments will be found
to be of benefit to the whole State. Last
session the Government were taunted with
keeping induvstrial legislation until the last
session of a Parliament, so that they could
make some favourable impression on the
electors. This is not a time-serving party,
but a party which believes in doing what is
necessary.  The present programme con-
sists of four industrial, nine agricultural
and pastoral matters, and seven measures
dealing with matters “of general concern to
the peoplo of the State—one particularly
dealing with the State scrvants. If that is
scheming, or doing things with an eye to
the political future for the sake of extend-
ing the life of this party, I eannot see it.
This party stands for the whole of the
workers, Whether working in g factory, on
a farm, or in an office. Their programme
this session will show by the time it is
passed that it is perfecting the legislation
of the past and making the laws better for
the welfare of our workers in the future.

One of the most notable amendments con-
templated is that of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. A number of speakers have
stressed the matter of the appointment cf a
lay judge. I think, if we were to express
our honest opinions, that we should all be
in accord with such a step, and would admit
the necessity of a lay judge in the Arbitra-
tion Court. Matters which come before the
Supreme Court, the Iigh Court, and the
Magistrates Courts are matters of law, and
need legal men to preside over them. "Arbi-
tration matters are not matters of law but
of industry, concerning the industrial con-
ditions of this State, and who could be a
better judge in these matters than a man
grounded in industry, who has scrved his
apprenticeship in industry, as has the
Supreme Court judge in law? From the
start arbitration judges should have been
men well grounded in industrial matters.
Fortunately for this State, the late Chief
Justice McCawley was a man who had given
much time and study to industrial matters,
one who had his finger on the pulse of the
industrial world as skllfully as any man.
The late Chief Justice McCawlev was extra-
ordinarily well fitted to «deal with the
matters that came before him in the Arbi-
wration Court. No man can be more com-
petent to deal with such matters than one
who has served his apprenticeship in the
industrial field, and I hope the appointee
will be a man who has gone through the
mill and is well versed in such matters.

A much more important matter than the
appointment of a lay judge will be the insti-
tution of a Research Bureau. That is going
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to do much more for the worker, much more
for a better system of arbitration, than evea
the appomtmcnt of lay arbitration judges.
After all, judges can only give judgment on
the evidence that comes before thom. The
Research Burecau will collect data and evi-
dence that will be of use to the advocates
who come before the judges, and it will
assist to give to the worker that share of
industry that he is entitled to even under the
bad system under which we are at preseat
living. When we do get sufficiently along the
line when the workers will control industry
and own industry, we shall still need our courts
of arbitration to decide what the various
sections of industry are entitled to for the
work thev do for the community. We are
forced to have courts of arbitration, and the
Research Bureau that we intend establishing
this session will be a big step in the way of
gotting the worker that share of indus
which he is unguestionably entitled. During
the last session we amended the Industrial
Arbitration Act in the matter of introducing
the 44-hour week, That Act came into foree
on 1st July, and already we are beginning to
sce the results. 1t has created onc or two
anomalics, and I am earncstly asking ihe
Government to give particular attention to
the anomalies that have been created within
the Government service by the institution of
the 44-hour week.

T should like to advise the ITouse of one or
two things that have happened. In 1917, the
Railway Commiszioner found himszelf shert of
material, and particularly short of money
because of the distressful financial position.
not only that this State and the whole of
Australia. but that the whole world
suffering from. Fe sent his representative (o
the Ipswich Railway Workshons and told the
men there that it would be neceszavy, beeause
of the shortage of material and shortage of
money. to d;inﬂ“s 100 employees, and imnmedi-
ately the employees put a counter proposal
to him to the effect that the whole of the
workers should go on short time rather than
that 100 emvloyces should be dismissed. The
result was that the Saturdav morning was cut
out, and the workers in the Ipswich Work-
shops worked forty-three and thres-quarter
hours a wenk instead of forty-eizht. That
arrangement was ¢ontinued for eleven months,
and at the end of that period they applied to
the Arbitration Court and asked for a 4i-
hour wock, but the Commissioner opposed t.
saving that he still wanted a 48-hoar weel
althouqh he could not guarantee a full weels
~ork to the workers in the Ipswich Railw
Workshops. His Honour asked the advo-
cate for one big seetion of the combined unien
or federation, if thev were strong for the 44-
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hour week although thev knew that the
increased wa as to be 1d. an hour. AMr.
Carroll, sntad the trades urioms

would rather
without any increasze

on that orcasion, said the workers
have a 44-hour week
than a 48-hour wveek and an increase—or
words to that effect. The Arbitration Court
ther fixed for the workers in the Ipswich
Railwayv V\"orkshops a 44-hour week, with the
vexult that there was a considerable redwue-
tion in wages because the total wage paid for
‘Hn 44 -hour week was not equal to the wase
hat was previously peid for the 48-hour wes!
Whon the 44-hour week was made gonm‘ﬁl
Government infimated that no workers who
worked originally fortv-eight hours and wera
reduead to fortv-four hours would suffer any
reduction in pav. That meant that men who
were being paid a certain sam of money fur
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forty-cight hours’ work were paid the same-
amount of money for forty-four hours’ work

It did not mean any increase in the actual
payment they received, but it did increase the
hourly rvate that they were engaged upon.

That made some considerable alterations in
the matter of seniority, becnuse seniorits

depends to a great extent 'upon the amount nf
money that a man receives, Consequently the
Government introduced a by-law upholding
the seniority that was in force prior to the,
establishment of the 44-hour week generallx:
but that does not do away with the anomaly
that had been created, and although T stan:
for every cog irr the wheel getting the sam=
amount of oil—although T stand for ev
worker who does necessary work in industry
getting the same as any other worker who
does necessary work, and while T helieve that
wevery cog that is useful is worth the same as
every other cog—we still have the position
that there are workers in the industrial ficld
to-day who are getting more than others
because of skill, because of scarcity of workers
who are able to do the work, and for other
reasons. Some people may be able to justify
it, but I cannot justify it myself; none the
less it is the custom and the law, and, being
the law, I suppose it rust be observed. 1
hope that the anomalies that have arisen
beecause of the introduction of the 44-hour
week will be rectified at the earliest possible
moment by the Government.

I notice, although it is not included in the
list of Bills, & reforence ir the Specch to
the Salaries Act of 1922, which 1s to he
repealed. We know that ‘the effect of thar
repeal will be that public servants who have
suffered a reduction of 5 per cent. will have
that reduction restored to them. 1 have an

extract from the Speech delivered by the
Premier of the day which, as 1t 1= very
important, I want to have irserted in

¢ Hansard.”” In volume cxxxix. for 1922
page 891, the late Premier made the fellowing
statement on  the second reading of the
Salavies Bill—

“ Following on the decision of the
Arbitration Court to reduce the wages
and salaries of public servants, *lnn (0-
vernment have decided to reduce by
means of this wmeasure the salavies of
those pulﬂic servants  in receipt  of

upwards of £200 per annum.  That rediie-
tion has been made as general as possible,
and will include members of Parliament,

Ministers of the Crown, and  other
officers.”
I consider that statement by the late P

mier was of the utmost importanes, bﬁcauw
it sfresscd the fact that that reduction wa:
heing made because of the reduction made
by the Arbitration Court. The resduction
was made by the Arbitration Court hecause
the Court helieved it to be necessary. The
reduction was made by the Government in
the salaries of men over £300 a year hecause
1Hm’ believed the veduction was necessarsy,

The Government of the day, having «rrived

at the opinion that there is no fm*nm nend
for the continuation of the Saluries Aet,
should certainly have arrived at the decisien

that there is no further need for the reduc-
tion made by the Arbitration Court. The
wan under £300 is a man much more in
need of an ineresse than the man wha is in
receipt of over £300. Look at it »s we max
LTIy that it was an arbitrary action—it was
“done bv the Covernment, and it must be
restored by the Government. We eannor get
away from the fact that the lowest paid man
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was the man who suffered much more than
the man who received a higher salary. If
there is any justice to be done in the matter,
the amount which was taken off by means of
the Arbitration Court, at any rate, should be
restored to the emplobeos of the GCovern-
ment. I believe that can be done and ought
to be done at the earliest possible moment.
If we can sece our way clear to give back
to the people receiving over £300 the amount
of mouey taken flom them, surely we ought
first and foremost to see our way to give it
to the under-dog or the lower-paid man. !
believe that the Government will so think,
Roughly estimating the matter, I take it that
there are about 12 000 men in the Railway
Department. who were subject to that redue-
tion. An increase of 5 per cent. on their
wages, as awarded by the Arbitration Court,
will run into about £150,000. When vou
come to think of it, £150,000 is not a very
great amount of money for the Rdll\\dV
Department in its present condition. Its
present condition is by no means the bast:
but I want to draw the attention of the
House to the position of the Railway Depart-
ment.  In 1920-21 the excess of revenue cver
expenditure was a atter of £230914; for
1621-22 it was £344,168; for 182223 it was
£706,138; for 1923-24 it was £723,287; and
for 1924-25 it has jumped to the amount of
£1,629,032. The railway employees of the
State last year inereased the earnings of the
1411\ ays by nearly £1,000,000. They have
done it because the oppmtumtv was there
to earn it. The seasons have been better:
more stuff and more passengers have been
carried; and, without any very great increass
in the number of cmployees. they have
increased the eaynings of the Railway Depart-
ment by practically £1.000,000. 1t will be
a recognition of the work which the railway
employces have done to give to them some
little ircrease in the basic wage awarded by
the Arbitration Court.
My, Moreax: You mus
freights and fares have gone up.
2y, oA COOPER: They have gone up
a little, but not to the extent of £1,000,000.
Mr. Morcan:

admit 1hat

Sixty per cent. in many
cases.
Mr. F. A. COOPER: But ther have not

gone up to the extent of £1,000,000. The
employees of the Railway Dopmtment given
the opportunity, have earned anothel
£1,000,000 for the department, and giving
them 5 per cent. is simply giving them
a little more than the baszc wage. Surely
the Government ought to be in a ])OSltIOI’l to
pay & wage which is something more than

the basic wage! We complain hecause
emplovers make the minimum wage the
maximum, and surely to goodness the Go-

vernment ought tc be in a position to show
an example to outside employers by making
the wage of the railway workers a little
more than that awarded by the Court!
They have earned the money. The+ have
put the State in the best financial nosition
1t has enjoyed for many years. That is
what the railway employees have done dur-
ing the last twelve months, and T am satis-
fied that the other workers of the State will
nct grudge to the railway employees in the
slightest degree a little more than what out-
side employers are forced to give to their
employees.

I have not much more time at my dis-
posal, but I would like to refer to one or
two remarks by the hon. member for Too-
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wong. He wanted to know something about
why a Minister of the Crown and the leader
of the IFederal Labour party walked in a
procession where there was a red flag.
What is the red flag, when all is said and
done?

Mr. MaxweLL: I was not talking about
the red flag. I was referring to the Bolshe-
vik statements.

Mr. I'. A. COOPER: I am not concerned
about the other statements, but in any case
what 1s there in Bolshevik statements? Do
we not all live in a country where freedom
of speech and freedom of the Press are
admitted principles; and surely every iman
is entitled to express his opinion, no matter
what it may be! But these people wunt to
go back to the dark ages. They say they do
not believe in what we believe in, and want
to ‘“ chuck out’ all those who do neot sce
eye to eye with them—these are people who
do not believe in frec speech or the freedom
of the Press. They would suppress anything
or anybody - opposed to them politically.
They have no time for anything they do not
believe in, or for anything that would make
for the bLetterment of the workers. The hon.
member for Rast Toowoomba poses as a
friend of the workers, and he criticises the
party which has done its best in the past
for the workers, and is doing its best now.
These political troglodytes, who want to
whitewash themselves and to ‘‘ put them-
selves good ”” with the workers of this State
really get themselves into a most remarkable
position. They say, ““See me! I have in
my veins the good red blood of humanity ;
but I am up against every attompt to
improve the conditions of humanity.” Such
an attitude stands for nothing but the atti-
tude of a political troglodyte. The hon.
member for Kast Toowoomba stands on the

floor of this House with his tongue in his
cheek. and if the workers of Kast Too-

woomba can be gulled by that sort of thing
they arc welcome to the political representa-
tive they have. For my part, I cannot
understand the point of view of the hon.
member or of people who say that they Lave
an objection to the red flag. The red flag
is emblematic of the red blood of humanity
that courses through the veins of all of wus.
It stands for liberty. It is the hope of
better things. Wherever it flies there is
still some hope for the workers of the world.
It makes for equality of opportunity, the
very thing that people on the other side of
this Chambrr have denied, and will continue
to deny. to the workers so long as thev have
the power. They are against equality of
opportunity. Their great desire is to upheld
the oppressor, and to sec that he is main-
tained in his position of power. I want to
say that the red flag is the flag of the
revolution which is slowly but suloLv 10*8-
ing the people from darkness to light;
which is leading them from penury to
plenty; which 1is delivering them from
hatred. and all that hatred begets. intoe
brotherhood and fellowship and a co-opera-
vive commonwealth, The hon. member for
Toowong—whose heart bleeds for the
worker, whe sweats great drops of blood
whenever he meets anything in the nature
of oppression, whose heart is one great wide
open door for all of us—nevertheless stands
for the political party which has its heel on
the neck of the workers. and will keep it
there so long as it has the power.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.
Mr. F. A. Cooper.]





