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TUESDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1925. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Maree) 
took tho chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
KoN-VOTERS AT ToowooMnA BY·ELECTION. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Ea,,t l'oowoomba) asked 
the Attorney-General-

In connection with the recent by-election 
at Too"·oomba, 

" 1. How many names wore on the 
roll at the date of the election? 

" 2. How many electors failed to vote! 
" 3. How many show-cause letters were 

sent out by the returning officer to the 
persons who failed to record their votes? 

" 4. \Vha t number of replies to such 
letter .o were recci ved? 

" 5. \Vhat number of such letters were 
returned through the dead letter office? 

" 6. How many persons have been 
prosecuted? 

"7. How many intended further prose­
cutions?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\lullan, Plincle,·s) replied-

" 1. 7,696. 
" 2. 1,595. 
" 3. 1,595. 
"4. 494. 
"5. 573. 
"6. 4. 
,, 7. 1." 

HOUSE SHORTAGE IN GREAlER BlliSBANE; 
ADVANCES FOR \VORKERS' DWELLINGS. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks-

" 'l. Is he aware there is a house short­
age in the Great-er Brisbane area? 

" 2. \Yhat embargo was placed by the 
GoYernm,-nt in regard to advances for 
workers' dwellings, giving amounts and 
dates since 1st July, 1923? 

" 3. \Vould it not be to the advantage 
of the State to meet the requirements of 
the community, so far as housing is con­
cerned, to deviate funds from losing 
State invectmcnts into homos for the 
workers. If so, will he make every 
endc~your to meet the situation? 

" 4. \Yhat rate o£ int0rest was charged 
tlw _\dn\llcos Corporation for moneys 
appropriated by Parliament for the 
fLancial ye rrrs ended 30th June, 1924 
and 1925? 

"5. At what rate did the Government 
se< ure the se funds? 

" 6. \Vhen the Sbtc Savings Bank was 
tmnsfenud to the Commonwealth, what 
were the accurnulatcd profits ::3tandiug tc 
reserve? 

"7. \Vas this paid into the ordinary 
reYenuc .account of this State'?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PPDLIC WORKS 
(Hon. l\1. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" 1. The numerous Press advertise­
ments of d wcllings for sale by house 
agcnt.s suggest that there is no appre­
ciable shortage. Perhaps the hon. mem­
ber is referring to a possible shortage 
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of hou,es for r•'nting by persons who do 
not wish to purchase a home ; the Go­
vernment is not engaged in the business 
of building houses for this purpose. 

"2. December, 1923.-Applications 
were received without restriction, but 
priorit·.- of construction was given to 
housos · not exccoding a cost of about 
£500. August, 1924.-New applications 
were not received for workers' dwellings 
nor for workers' homes to cost over 
about £500. January, 1925.-Applica­
tions "·ere received for both workers' 
dwelling·s and workers' homes up to a 
cost of about £500. June, 1925.-The 
foregoing restrictions were removed. 

"3. See answer to No. 1. The Go­
vernment will cont-inue to suitably pro­
vide for the operations of the State 
Advances Corporation in a way which 
will best serve the interests of the com­
munity. 

" 4. From 4 per cent. to 4~ per cent. 
" 5. From 4~ per cent. to 6 per cent. 
" 6. £362,205 1s. 2d. 
" 7. The amount. was credited to a 

Trust Fund, and subsequently portion 
was transferred to revenue. The 
accumulated profits in connection with 
workers' dwellings operations are carried 
forward from year to year as shown by 
the annual reports of the manager of the 
State Advances Corporation." 

u~E)fl'LOY:\IEO<T 1:-;srRA~CE FFXD-RECEIPTS 
.I~D DISBFRSE::ENTS. 

Mr. FRY (Eurilpa) asked the Secretary for 
Public \Vorks-

" 1. What is the total rtmount of money 
contributed under the Unemployed 
\\'orkere' Insurance Act of 1922 up to 
and including 30th .June, 1925. b:v-

(o) Go\·ernn1cnt E:'mp~oyees? 

(/;) The Gon:rnment' 
(c) Employees otlwr than Government 

emplo_1·ec,? 
(rl) Employers other than tbe Go­

Ycrnrncnt? 
"2. \\'hat is the total amonni of unem­

p1oycc1 inf'nranr,.J disbur~ed up io and 
including· 30th June, 1925' 

'' 3. In ·what n1annr-r aro contributions 
unchr tl,e Act invested, and at what rate 
of interest? 

" :. \'{,~hit is the iotal an1ount of 
intcrt ~t ea nwd on .-;nob contributlons up 
io and including 30th June, 1925? 

"5. (tJ) Arc blarksn1iths. caqx~nt,c•rs, 
clerks, labourers. shop a3Sistants, stone­
nlason:;:J waterside \Yorkers, and n1int~rs 
paiJ lU1Pmplo:v~mcnt insurance undct 
identical cc.nditions; (.'·) If nnt, · .. ·hy 
not?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC YIORKS 
(Hon. ::\I .. J. KinYan, J!risbant) replied-

" 1. Separate particulars as ahovP are 
not available. A record is aYailable of 
the amount contributed b-e permanent 
emplovoes of the State and bv tho Go­
vernm.ont as employer in respect of such 
permanent emplo.vec", for the financial 
year ended 30th J unc, 1925. Full parti­
culars will be given in the annual report, 
which will be tabled in the course of a 
few weeks. The total amounts contri-

buted up to and includiug the 30th June,, 
1925, ",re-

£ s. d. 
(•1) En1ployce:;; 181,554 5 8 
(b) Employers 181,554 5 8 

------
Total £363.108 11 4 

"2. Presumablv the information de­
sired is the amount of sustenance dis­
bursed. Sustenance payments to the 
date in question amounted to £337,120 
12s. 2d. 

" 3. All contributions are remitted to 
the Treasury. The investment of surplus 
funds is a matter in the discretion of the· 
Honourable the Treasurer. 

" 4. See answer to Question 3. 
" 5. \Yith the exception of waterside 

workers and workers in the coalmining 
industry, the workers in the above­
mentioned callings are paid sustenance· 
under identical conditions. With regard 
to waterside workers and workers in the· 
coalmining industry, the Unemployment. 
Council, on which employers have repre­
sent-ation, made rules in pursuance of 
powers given them by the Act, providing 
for the payment of sustenance based on 
the number of days unemployed in each 
month. In ordinary callings workers are 
not paid sustenance for the first fourteen 
days of unemployment. This proYision 
is not easily applicable to callings where 
the work is only casual or intermittent, 
hence the special schem·e for waterside­
workers and workers in the coalmining 
industry." 

REPORT BY IIox. J. A. FIHELLY ON AGENT­
GEXER.\L'S OFFICE IN LONDON, ETC. 

Mr. KERR (Enor;gcra) asked the Premier-
" 1. The late Agent-General (J. A. 

Fihelly) ha,-ing" publicly stated, on his 
return from Eng"land, that he would make 
a report to Cabinet, will he, the Pre­
mioJ·. state if any report has yet been 
recci\·cd, particularly in re~ard to his, 
(l\Ir. Fihelly's) retirement? If so, will he 
lay ouch rq1ort on the table of the House? 

" 2. If no report in this connrction ha& 
been recei;-ecl, what achon was taken by 
the Governn1ent to srcnro one? 

"3. The hononrablc memb<'r for Chil­
lag·o,, l\lr. Tlwodore, statPd that Mr. 
Fi,hellv iuformc 1 him that he (Mr. 
Fihe!!:V) intended to make certain recom­
l11f'ndations in reg-ard to the English 
offic<>. \\-ill the Prernir~r stato if anv 
action IYas taken o~1 sueh reconlmenda­
tions if wbmittcd "" 

The PRE:'viiEE (Hon. \Y. X. Gillies, 
T:rcharn) replied-

" 1. A memorandum furnished bv the 
late Agcnt-Gencnl (Mr . • T. A. Fihelly) 
was !aiel on tho hble of the House on the 
2nd September. 1924. (S· e " Queensland 
Farlian1011tan· Debates,'' volurne CXLIII., 
pagL' 533.) " 

"2. See ans-wer to ?\o. 1. 
" 3. :\ n act; on has been taken in 

regard to such recon11nendations." 

INCREASED RAILWAY RECEIPTS DuE TO IN­
CREASED FARES AND FREIGHTS. 

Mr. KERE (Enoggera) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. What was the increased amount fol" 
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the :vear 192-\-1925 it was esiimated would 
be received b:v- the Railway Department 
on acronnt of the increased far\"3 aad 
freights? 

"2. ·what ir:crcascd amount. appros:i-
11Hltel:Y, \Yas n:ceiYcd because of sue:· 
i.nc:rra::.e . . , 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY:'; 
·(Hon. J. Ln.rcornbr, E.cppd) replied-

'. 1. £350,020. 
.. 2. App1·oxitnntcly o£394,GQO." 

SPECL\L .\r.LoW.\XCE TO POLICE FoRCE IN Lnu 
OF REDcCED Hoc;~s OF DUTY. 

Mt. KERR ("8noggcra) asked tlw Hom·c 
.Secretary-

': 1. In paying spccia1 a1loYrnnccs to the 
Police Force, in lieu of r0duced hours of 
dnt"'- what is the estimated saving to tbo 
Police Department per annu1n '! 

'' 2. Is he satisfied that the spirit and 
intention of the leg-islation dealing with 
the• 44 hours per week has been carried 
out? 

'' 3. \V ill hA permit b:- Order in Council, 
·or allow to btl dul:v registered agreements 
ha sed on a. similar ba ~js bchvcen priv _He 
enterprise and employees? If not, t)fj 

what grounds would this be prohibited? 
·' 4. If the agreement entered into with 

the police to 11·ork more than forty-four 
vy·orking lwars pt'r \Yee>k is not 'Ultra ·vires 
tlw Arbitration Act., will he kindly speci­
flcall~- state the clause ,,,-herein sUch agree~ 
n1cnt is rove red b.v lrnv?" 

The HO:\JE SECRETARY (Hon. ,T. 
Stopford. Jlount Jforgan) rePlied-

" 1. There i~ no saving. Only ono 
schern0 \Yas considered. and that inyolvecl 
an incl'ca~e in l --~pcnditure. 

'
1 2. The hnnourablc me1nbr~r should ~JD 

av.·;;u-c that a question should not inYolvo 
an exprc3sion of opinion. 

"3 and 4. I am onlv concerned witn 
n1attcrs \vhich can bo ·dCalt \Yith by me as 
Home Secretary." 

STATE STALL!O!';S. 

Mr. DE.\CON (C11nningham) asked the 
Secrctarv for Agriculture-

" 1. How many mares were -served by 
each State stallion during the 1924 
season? 

" 2. \Yhat fees wore earned by each 
~talhon, and cost for ea<eh stallion during 
1924 season? 

" 3. How manv foals to each stallion 
(named) were foaJed alive i"n 1924? 

" 4. \V ere any concessions in reduced 
fees _allowed for mares missing from the 
previous season? 

"5. What is the total cost to date of 
all ,,talliom, including cost of keep and 
1otal earnings? 

'' 6. How manv of them are-(a) Alive 
now; (/1) haviog.thc ucce,,;ary organs for 
SCTYice '[" 

The SRCRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE 
(Hon. \\'. Forg-an Smith, Jladay) replied-

" 1. From t!te table hereunder it will 
he• notic<•rl that lho number of Clvdesdale 
~wllio.ts used for this duty for th"c season 
1924-25 \\"ere increased t-o eight by the 
jnclusion of the Deparbuent of Agricul~ 
turo 'md Stock stallions ' Prospector ' 
and '\V. rwiel, Lad.' which animals were 
scconrled from Gindie State Farm and 
1-Icrmitage State Farm, re~pectively, in 
orclr.•r to cater for the requirements of as 
rnanv O'\Yners. of mnres as po:-:sible for 
th~1t ~sea· on. 

St-allions. 
Baron Again 
Bold Wyliie 
Fabric's Heir 
General Wall ace 
Glenalla 
Prcn1ier Again 
I'rospectnr .. 
IV arwick Lad 

Total 

?\o. of Mares. 
56 
63 
44 
76 
66 
50 
64 
36 

455 
' Fabric's licir's ' quota of mares was 
ftftv-nine, but this stallion died (19th 
~o~·cmber. 1924) before the completion 
of th•.:> sPasnn. Tho quota for the colt 
'\Vni·wick Lad' was limited owing to 
the fact that ·it- was his first season. 

" 2. Fees earned by each stallion dur­
ing 1924 season-

Baron .\gain 
Bold W--llic 
Fabric's ·Heir 
General \Yallace 
Glen a !la 
Premier .Again 
Prospector 
Warwick Lad 

Total 

£ s. 
117 12 
132 6 

92 8 
159 12 
138 12 
105 0 
134 8 

75 12 

£955 10 

d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

The total cost of all stallions during 1924 
season was £1,213 13s. 3d., which gives 
an a vcrage of £151 14s. 2d. for ea.ch 
stallion. 

" 3. 'l'he only information available is 
from replies regarding mares [n foal 
to State stallions received from the 
owners of mares in response to a circular 
lett-er forwarded from the Department 
of Agriculture and Stock to the owners 
of all mares whi'ch received service in 
1923. As will be not.Ad from the follow­
ing ftgurcs, no information is available in 
respect of thirty-sis: mares:-

/I Replies l'i" o. of 
No. of received rnarM 1\Jaret-; 

No. of 
~{arL:.; 

not in 
Foal. 

i Prrcent­
agc of 

l\1ares in 
:Foal. 

Stallion. 

Prmnier A gain .. 
General \Yalhu ~_ 
Glenal!a .. 
Fabric's Heir 
Bold Wyl!ie 
Baron Again 

District. 'I Mares in counted in 

' 
Served. :' respect i for. 1 Foal. 

---------' of. 
1 

1 

.. I' Roma-\\"allumbilla .. ~~~~----:--. -~~~- 27 _____ 4S-

.. Clilton . . . . j' 57 57 1 • • 28 1 29 49 

. . , Hosewood . . . . 57 48 1 9 23 ' 2:> -±8 

.. I 11oonah .. i 59 5 ~ ~ 2~ . 2fl : 49 " 

.. I Nanango . . 1 60 5<> ., 3b 1 19 65·o . ·I Mary '\'alley ~-~~~--1± ____ ___2_"____\____:_ll_i ___ 4_3 __ 

i Totals ' 334 298 I 36 I J 52 I 146 1 302·5 
---~- ---------

""j / __ · __ 
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.Mean percentage of £oals, 51 per cent. 
Generally, weather conditions were very 
dry during this season. 

"4. No. Service fees wore refunded, 
however, in recpect of ton mares which 
refused service. 

" 5. Total payments 
1925. of all stallions, 
total earnings of all 
J uno, 1925, £1,652 14s. 

t0 30th June, 
£6,875 Us. 9d. ; 
otallions to 30th 

"6. (u) Five; (u) four." 

AGREE~!EC\1' BET\~EE)o( 
CoLO)o(L\L SuGAR 
LunTED. 

SuGAR BoARD AKD 
REEIXIXG CoMPANY, 

:Mt·. BRA::\'D (Bw rurn) asked the Pre-
nu er--

" 'Will he lay upon the table of the 
Hon&e a copy of the agreement entered 
mto between the Sugar Board and the 
Colonial. Sugar Refining Company. 
Limited, for the refining and disposal 
of the present year's sugar crop? " 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Eacharn) replied-

" ::'\o agreement has been entered into 
between the Sugar Board and the 
Cdo_nial Sugar Refining Company, 
Limited, but I lay on the table a copy 
of the agreement between the Govern­
Hient and that company." 

Whereupon the Premier laid on the table of 
the House copy of the agreement between 
the Government and the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company, Limited. 

REPORTS o~ FAmr \YoRKERS A)o(D CorroN 
.WORKERS' INDUSTRIAL BOARD. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Xanango) asked t.he 
Secretary for PL1blic Works-

" In Yiew of the fact that the Farm 
\Vorkcrs' Industrial Board and the 
Cotton w·orkers' Industrial Board were 
C<mstituted oYer twolvz, months ago to 
rcpot't .'m t.ho question of the application 
of arl11trat10n a\Yarcls to rural workers-

" 1. Ihvo the reports of these Boards 
ye-t been prese,nted? 

"2. \Yhat was th,, total c0st of ea~h 
Board? 

"3. Will he lay upon the table of the 
H ouoc a cop" of each report for the 
1nforn1atjon of mcn1bers representing 
C'ountry eJcctorntes? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKR 
(Hon. NI. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-· 

"1. The teports hav" been presented 
to the Court of Industrial Arbitra­
tion. 

"2. la) Farm \Vorkers' Board, £2,534 
4e. 9cl.; (b) Cotton Farm ·workers' 
Industrial Board, £1,119 3s. 3d. 

"3. 'I'lw reports were furnished at 
the roquc· t of tho president of the 
Indwtrial Arbitration Court and not 
the Department of Public \Vorks. As 
the applications to the Court for awards 
for the railings of farm workers have 
not ye!· been finalised, the reports are 
not published :md m a v remain so until 
the Court orders thcil.- publication." 

CosT OF ;yJT.:!lGOl\'-PROSTO)o( AND IVINDERA 
BRANCH RAILWAYS. 

Mr. ED\YARDS (i\'anango) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. ·what was the estimated cost of 
the :\Jurgon-Proston line and the vV'in­
clern. branch line, respectively? 

"2. ·what was the actual cost of each 
of !hose linos? " 

The !:JECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J·. Larcombe, E eppel) replied-

" 1 and 2. The. in,!ormation is in 
cour"_'e o£ prcpara tion. 

ROCKH_\}[PTOX-TO\''KSVILLE RAILWAY-COST OF 
SECTIONS. 

Mr. KIC\G (Logan), for Mr. Moore 
(A.ul!igny), asked the Secretary for Rail-
\Yavs-

. " Wh~ t \vas (a~ the 
!he actual, cost of each 
Rockhampton-Townsvi!Ie 
than sections which were 
prior to 1914? " 

e;stimated, (b) 
section of the-

line, 0ther 
open to traffic 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" The information is in course of pre­
paration." 

SUGGESTED BROADCASTING OF PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATES. 

Mr. KELSO (Xundah) asked the Pre­
mier-

" In view of the fact that the Govern­
ment has established a radio station in 
Brisban.. will he favour the alteration 
of the h~urs of the sitting of the House 
from 2 p.m. until 9 p.m. to enable the 
public to listen in to the speeches of 
members in the evening? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Eaclwrn) rr plied-

,, No. The present broadcasting pro­
gramme is. bemg provided by a tem­
porary statiOn, and the hours of work­
ing will p1·obably be revised at a later 
date.'' 

PAPERS. 
The follm·.-ing pa11ers vvere laid on the 

tn blc. a11d ordered to bo pnnted : ~ 

192~. 

1 he Police Investment Board 
~ear ended 31st December, 

Ilnle.:; for the ~encral governl11Cnt and 
di~cipline ot the n.1ernbers of the 

Forc·e of Queensland, dated 
December, 1924. 

~~~he fol]o,ying papers vi·crc laid on the 
taow:-

B.· :"ulf:ti"m 15. 16, and 17 of the Pri­
'rnnrv Producers' L. V~! n .. cgnlations, 
1925: made nnder a:.d for the pur­
posc.:3 of the Prinutry Producers' 
Organi,ation Act,,, 1922 to 1923, and 
publi"h ·cl in the " Government 
G azettc " of the 251 h July, 1925, 

Tic-gulation 144 made under and for tlw· 
purpc of ilw Dair.v Produce Act of 
1920, published in tin: "Govcrn.-
mcnt Gazette" of th0 25th July, 1925. 
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PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS ACTS 
AMEl\IDME='lT BILL. 

lKITIA TION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLLTURE 
(:Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, Mad ay): I b"g to 
lllOYe-

" That the Houee will, at its next 
sitting, 1csolve itself into " Committee 
of the \Yholc to cJnsidcr of th1o desir­
ab1ene.~':) of introducing a Bill to amend 
the• Prima-ry Products Pools Acts, 1922. 
to 1923, in r.ertain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

PRI:VL\RY PRODUCERS' ORGANISA­
'l'IO::\' ACTS A:iYIEI'\D~lE:\T BILL. 

IxrriATiox. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTLRE 
(lion. \V. Forgan Smith, Jlaclay): I beg to 
n1ove-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vholn to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
the Primary Producers' Organisation 
Acts, 1922 to 1923, in certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESDMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. KELSO (Tundah): I am sure that I 
am expressing the sentiments of every hon. 
member when I say that it i<> with extreme 
regret that we learn that the Governor will 
soon be departing from Queensland. I think 
that of all the Gm·ernors who have been here 
Sir Matthew Nathan has seen more of 
Qllecnsland than any of them, a.nd there is 
not the slightest donbt that the information 
,-hich he has gained during his tours of 
Queensland will be of inestimable benefit to 
the State when he goes Home again. As 
a matter of fact, he will be one of our beet 
advertising agents. Hon. members oppo­
site, according to their platform. must of 
necessity adYocate the abolition of Imperial 
(iovcrnors. bnt I hope that iho tin1e is 
far distant when v:e shall have a locally 
appointed Governor, because it is very nearly 
impossible for any locally appointed Governor 
to divest hirnself of party i11tcrest as con1~ 
pared with an Imperial Governor, who 
comes hero nnbin.s,-'d and rcadv to learn 
the loc:d concli tions. · 

l\lr. F. A. f'OOPER: 1--fe is a party n1n.n 
appointed b;>- a jJa ty in England. 

l\lr. KELSO: It is Sll,:gc tcd that. if he 
i'' a party nwn app0intcd by a party Govern-
n:t1HL lH~ n1ust of trtkc on a party 
colouring. \Tcr:- : we h:-tvc the example 
()£ tlw Li-ovcrllOr nf T<1Sn1n.n1a, v.•ho \vas a 
Labonr man appointed by a Labour Govern­
nlent. \Yonld the hon. n1C'n1bcr suggest that 
i1H• Governor of Tasma nin is biai;cd? 

J\1r. F. ,\. C':)OPER: :'\o. 

"1r. KRLSO: Of conr",o, CYcr:·thing that 
comc·s from the other side is unbiased. and 
oYcryrhing that comes from this side is 
biased; but the hon. nlPtnbcr rnust recog­
nise that, tho precedent having been set of 
ay;pointing a man who profe.•oodly is a 
Labour CoYcrnor, and \Yho does not fail to 
take cncl':· opportnnitc· to say that he has 
been a Ln bou~· rnnn, hon. n1cn1bers. on the 
other side snggcst that he must be a.bso­
lutely nnbiasccl. 

I compliment, first of all, the hon. member 
for Toowoomba on the speech he mado 
under the difficult circurnsta11ces he n1ade 
it. The sccoudc'r of the Address in Rnp]y_ 
the hon. nwrnbcr for Buranda, being an 
old umpaigncr by this time, thought fit 
t" rnnkc sonro rernark~ with reference to the 
clispl , which gcrwrallv takes place \Yhen 
thP GoYel'llor opens Parliament. He does 
not like' the "pon1p and cir-cunrstancc"; 
hl' Jo<'s not like the retinues; he does not 
I:kc the n1onntr>d police and the artillery, 
thP monnt·"d troopers, or tho soldiers. The 
}~on. n1crnber is a p1ain-mindcd n1an; he is 
tryirw to make ns believe that he does not 
brlicvc in an~,· pmnp or ceremony whatever. 
I 0t me remind the hon. mcmb: r that prob­
ably he \vas 1narching- ln that procession. on 
laet l\Ia-v Dav, when the banners were flymg, 
"-hc'n they had those emblems painted in 
1-(<>ucly colours representing their particular 
~cction. 

Th0 Hmm Sr:CRETARY: IY c h•wo a section; 
you have no-t, 

:VIr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman admits 
that the Labour party is a section. I am 
vu·;>· glad to heal' that: they are alway~ 
trying to make us believe that they are 
always for the people. Let me quote tl).e 
words of one of the Labour members m 
F.ngland, the Right Hon. J. H. Thomas, 
P.C., l\l.P. 

l\fr. HAKSOX : Who is he? 

l\Ir. KELSO: The hon. member does not 
know his La bonr confreres at Home. In 
"l'earson's l\'la.gazinc" for :March last Mr. 
Thomas wrote an article giving his experi­
ences as a Labour member. I would advise 
hon. members on t,he other side to read what 
l\Ir. Thomas has said; it will be a rcYelation 
to them. 

A GovERNMENT i\[E}TBER: Did he say any­
thing about unit:·? 

l\Ir. KELSO: He said that the experience 
thev hncl had a.s a Labour Government was 
'''Ol~th a tremendous amount to them. On 
ihe question of pomp and ceremony let me 
give one quotation:-

" Criiicisrn and abnsr has been n1eted 
out to ns as Labour l\1inic tors, less for 
onr participation in Court fnnctions than 
for <nu fl ccC'ptanc-<' of prrccdcnts in 
n'gard to drrB,-. The cau·G of the 
tronl1le wa:;: thflt v;P donned, on theso 
occasions, ihc plumes a)](] trappings of 
th€' anci0nt ari.;;tocratiC' r6gin1e. People 
'.\·bo talk llke thls are nnrrow-mindcd. 11 

ho1)0 that the ho11. nH'l11brr fnr Bnranda is 
ll.U,nlng-

' OrH' inci(lc•nt rrasc 1nr g(•nninP a.rnnsc­
mont. I "\Ytlf' a 11~1rticipant in a ln·illiant 
c:.ccnc . t. rnckinghan1 P _ lare. As I 
looked round on the da;· d1ng scene. I 
pcrrciYcd that i he kcc·ne;:;t 1ncn1bers of 
the \rholf' conlpan:v v.'cro a. grouD of 
rc-nrc."f'niatiYl of So""~,Tict Hussia. IIow 
in;.onsistr-nt ~ Fan<"'y b0ing <!.bused by tho 
Yf'l'Y samr' folk \Yho \YCre eYidently fill0d 
with \YOndcring· delight to be \Yhcrc they 
-- f'l'P-at Dnr·ki11ghan1 Palace-hob­
l~;).bhing. ~o to s~~f·k, with a ~ real liye 
1~rng nnd QuPrn. 

Thnt i'-; the opinion of a ycrv prominent 
T.a.bour 1nan, · •. ho wa~ a n101;1ber of tho 
InqH.'rial CabinPt. and I think his rcmarks­
a;·r> worth li3tcnir.;g to. 

lli1· Eelso.] 
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In the Gon~rnor's Speech thi_, reference is 
made to the Soldier Settlements-

" As a result of the recC'nt iJwcstiga­
tions lJ,T tho Re\ aluation Board, an 
unlmmt "uppm:~imating £93.000 in 1·c pcct 
of iinprJYC'Illl--nts. liYe sto•2k, and iu1ple-

~ ha, bc0n Wl'ittell off -,~lJicr 
·:;

1 loan iudcbtrdnr:s. In addition, 
a YPr liberrd c 

,, ay nf ruuonnt~ 

iutcrcst. Action 
v;ith a yic,v to t-o bl'ttc.r· 

of o:l.~(~ cf the acqnircd 
1 hat did EOt clLlllC 1~ of 

rnaking a liYing 

1 .1nt io sa!- f'nrrwtbing abcut thi' nHtttcr 
in Dl\- < J~~ctortJtJe j:-; the :Highlands 
SottlCnH'llt 1 \Yith thf~ n1e1nlH•r':! of 
han::> had a good deal to do during 
tv:o years. They cln in1 tlw t th0.-;" 

not had a fair deal. In the first place. 
sav that the land allotted to thenl was 

SLlitablc for such a :octtlemont; th"l it 
'.Yas land ou 1.-rhieh you could not gTo-.;,v any­
t~~1ng. It \Yas subdiYidod for dairying pur­
poses into bloc:ks of 40 or 50 acres each. and 
hon. members must admit that fron, 40 to 
58 acres of Yery inferior land is not suflicicnt 
for that pllrpose. Again, Hl0.3t of thcst~ 
-soldiers went on to the land unused to any 
form of land se! tlement-they had to feel 
-~ hc~ir 1vay as they \\'ent aloug. They started 
1Lith bntYe hearts and they kept on, thinking 
it would be all right in tho long ruE, but they 
·found that it "'" impossibl., to nwkc a 
li\·ing on those areas. The Revaluation 
Board, to Yvhich rcfcrellcG is m~de in the 
SpePch, was to ha Ye sent a rl"JJre-
~..,entativc up to sPt.tlc,nent. .A_ gcutlen13.ll 
v:cut up to l'P\·alue these piace.':i and go int•) 
the whole question; but, unfortunately, ho 
rnadc his 1 oport -without .=J·oi11g round the 
various holdings in order tu sec for himself 
oxactl.r what the position of each fal'ill "· a:s, 
l.Yhat th0 land was Jjke, and vdwt the hotFC~ 
IY2l'8 like. The~ co11-;equcnce is th tt an 
injustice has been do~u: to the.se 111on, 1-vho 
feel that the indebt0dness on their holdings 
is more than they can really afford to pay. 
Yet many of them have made an offet· which 
n1ay help them to meet it. They have sur,-~ 
gestccl that a nu m bcr of them should le.ave 
the settlement if the department will giYe 
tbcrn land on which they can grow socnething, 
1llacing thcrn in the same position regarding 
indebtedness as they are in the Highlands 
Settlement. They point out 1 hat this will 
lta ve the double effect of giving them a 
chance of n1aking a living and of enabling 
those who re1nain to have large1· areas so that 
they will have some hope of dairying with 
succ0ss. Let 111(: give hon. men1bers ,a concreto 
example. Only :yesterday I met one of them. 
We will call him Mr .. \--. I do not want to 
l!10Dtion his naiTIO. rrhis gcutlemaD had tWO 
heifers which cost £15. He offered to 
exchange them and put on the farm two 
of his own. They were sold by the dcpart­
_nlCnt for £5, ,.o that he lost £10 by that 
transaction. I should sa,- that there is a 
feeling that very poor cattle wore provided 
for the soldiers on this settlement, yet they 
were debitr>cl "·ith the full price of first-cl.ass 
aJ;imals. I ha'\ in fact, heard frequent 
complaints of the quality of the cattle. Many 
of them hav-e died in the meantime, for­
tunately, because they were not worth milk­
ing. But in the case I am quoting oven the 
£5 which the department got for the two 
Jwifers has not been credited to the S'Jttler. 

[M1·. Kelso. 

Ho <'cl a house that had cost him 
£338. Department has \Hitten off £48, 
leaving :1 dL'bt of £290. The an10t~1;t 
c•xpend( c1 on taLonr fnr prcctJon was £v0 
under i he• d<l \- la bnur -~ys.tcnl-a fy1stern 

i_n,- ~ lh GoYC'l'1l1HCnt, I1obvith-

.-,r·tt1cr 
la Lour 
ilH{l 

1 hat si ltJ i: bonscs '"'Tre Prccted 
the cont.:_'act 
JaLo>~l' onh·. 

on the p.:n:t of i]~0 
i.'::l t·J 1hc l'xtra rost under the day 

_,, :o-; tddlc'd OE hiru 
~ iJH~ ra~e tbe 

latter .svstorn 
the: d irrerf'ncc 
to i11flict that 

ts an i11in~tice to 
Smue of the sett!( r:; "have not 

to 1n:1ke a st1L·e,'s-~ of tlH'ir Yl'nture, 
nnd lwYP i.hl'o•.Yn 11p thr·ir \::rhPn 
that ar1 !o'l j-..; taken b:'i.r -:~ nlc'n the 
Dopartmcilt eells tlwir houses. The par· 
ticnlar sctllcr to ,,-hom I haYc referred 
nH~utionf'd that a srttl('r near hin1 n bandoned 
J1is holding, and l1is honsC' w.as :;old for £70 
to '~- man who re-erected it close by at a 
cost of £30. The purchaser of that house. 
at a ro.::::.t of £100. LOW hns a housf' rrp1" I ln 
,-a1ue to the houso of :VIr. A.. on which 
there is a debt of £290. These arc manifest 
inju~ticc's that should be rectified iinmf'di~ 
aieh-. Son1c of the rnr:11 are a,nxions to leave 
the V "-'ettlemPnt in order to 1nake roo1n for 
others, hut. the Department has refused t-; 
nlc:~cP 1hcm c"n lnncl 1n another part o ... 
Queendand. Ynt the Governor's Spei'ch 
~H\'S that "arrnngernents are being n1ad0. 11 

\\'.hv do Gm·crnuwni not tell thG true 
fa ts? h;JYC good settlers 1Yho 

:\Iar: \'alleY and start 
nr!~lf'r the "P ;.1ne finan~ 

~l_l) Jv to thl-"ir st·ttlement, 
- 'The 011lv · ati~faction 
thc-v can ~take part in 

a h<lllot for lrrnd and take the usual chance 
of securing a block. I hold that no treat­
rncnt- is good enough for HH~se 0ldicr scttlera 
-who hnvc g-oue on the land nnd endeavoured 
io n1akc Lu~d st•ri L'l11Pnt a Sl..l.C-'e:3s. They 
have. clone their best. and the Government 
fhould co1~H? to thL'ir · rcsrue and pla<4~ thcnl 
on better land -undPr the san1c financial 
conditions. I hope that the Secretary for 
Public Lands will give clue consideration 
to the matter. 

Refcrenc0 is rnade in th0 Gov-ernor's 
Speech to an ameudm0nt of tlw Industrial 
Arbitration Acts, rnaking provision for tho 
appointm<>nt of lav jwlges. Apnarcmtly the 
'·VStPnl of ap Jointing legally trained rnen to 
tiH' brnrh do('S not snit the Labour part~v. 
nncl thcv are hPo-inninO' 1·o roalisc that .judi­
cial nlPl; go c 1.r;fully into all questioru and 
cODJf' t-.o th0 f.Jnck3i0n thtd c•rtain things­
not a~1proyec] of hv the Labour Part~­
should he done. During the war perwcl 
v·hen nricc:;:; ;vcrP ri ,jng', an Cl 1vhcn \V ages 
had to' be inrrcaccd to ~mn;•t. the extra cost 
of 11\-ing, cYcr~·thing ·-'-as right and the ju?ge 
was a goocl man. hut now, when the tnne 
arriYPS for takin,Q." jnto serious consideration 
the rornnetition with southern States, thest~ 
nwn. in 'their judicial ranacity m1d wit~ 'the 
economic know!eclgc which thPy have gamed, 
hav-e come to the conclusion that there shou!d 
not be anv increase in wages in a certain 
clirectic'n. · ::\'atnrall·: the unions putting 
forward cl::titns for illcreased v.ragf's arc not 
eatisfied. \Yhc·, last session the hon. member 
for Fitzrm· "let the cut out of the bag" 
when he said that arbitration was a failure. 
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::VIr. HAHTLEY : So it is. It is not only a 
,{ailure but It is a. fraud. \Laughter.) 

:\h. KELSO: IIe le-t the cat out 
v;lwJ: he s:1id that it O)lght 

n.; thu\· had had tlH•i1· o'\\'11 

tlH~ :JCT,{'h. "lf('YC \YtlS fill adn~is~ion 
l1on. HlrlL ;er t}n .. t tltc'Y had the]l· O\ n 

bet c h. But he wa~ 

for 

:.L·. ~I\XWLLL: .:\nd 
PnlJ!ic \Yorks. 

"'J'Cinry fc .. r 

:.\1-i·. KELSO: ·vrhen tlH' Secretarv for 
Pnb~ic \York· fail~ to secure nonliilation 
::tfrain:.:t a ce.rt1in g~..:ntlPman who is corning 
out. r~gain< hin1 he will lH) placed in a ni-ce 
)OSitlrJil there. 

The SEOP.ETAHY FOH PuBLIC \VORKS: I am 
not an applicant for the job. 

Mr. KELSO: A few days ago a statement 
by the Trades and Labour Council appeared 
in t.he Presc. If hon. members on the other side 
will read that, the•: will f!nd rcprr-,entations 
unblushingly put forward b;;· this body to 
.ba ve representati yes thcr··-rcprescntatives 
who will take their seat on the bench from 
tl"' start with biased opinions. That is to 
say, their mission will be tu see that their 
unions get what they w1mt, and, if thcv do 
not g,et wha,t the:: \Htnt, they will ncve'r be 
sat1siJcd. If the Government are going to 
)p satisfied with that instruction-and we 
know that at the crack of the whip of tho 
'Trudt> Fiall hon. 1ncn1bers on the other side 
hnvc to act-we shall haye men on the 
.\rbiuation Court bench who \Yil! be biased 
right from the vcrv sta!'t aa-ainst the 
enJploycrs and will give t.he union; what thev 
\Yant. IIas the timo not arrived \Vhen th8 

·employer ought to have some say in the 
matter? lt is a fact that whenever a 
dcci,ion is given by the Court, the employer 
has to abide by it.. Ho has assets which 
'Call be taken from him in the event of his 
refusal to carry out the decision of the Court. 
What happens when the employee is not 
satisfied with the decision of the Court? He 
c:an go out on strike, he can flout the Court, 
and he can do what he likes. \Vhen he 
makes up his mind to go back to work at 
_his own sweet will and p_leasure everything 
nac to be f01·gottcn. It Is inequitable that 
the employer should be forced to obey the 
award of the Arbitration Court unless some 
means are devised by which the employees 
will also be forced to carrv out the wishes 
.of tho Court. \Vhen the 'Government are 
introducing the Bill to amend this Act I 
-commend to them the suggestion that. they 
-hould devise some means whereby the 
employers should also be protected. ·These 
men are law-abiding citizens. Thev have to 
be so, as their assets are at stake, 'and what 
IS sauce for the goose should also be sauce 
'for the gander. Hon. members on this side 
Df t.he House expressed the opinion last 
sc,c.cwn, 'yhen the 44-hour week proposal was 
bemg discussed, that the whole question 
should be left to the Arbitration Court to 
·~ocide. They shoul~ have the right to go 
mto the whole question. The Court should 
'lot be hamstrung at the start and be com­
·'pelled to say, no matter what decision they 

arrive at. that there should not be work 
for more than forty-four hours a week. \Ve 
kllow that the in>tructions to the Court at 
tk' present time arc that the 'vages of the 
employees shall be based on the prosperity 
of the incluotry. The iEtroduction of the 
44-hour \ cck has affcct~:..-d se-condary indus~ 

extent of 12~ pec· cont.. I would 
hou. IllC'lllLcrs opposite: Do\\ 

they expect sccond:.uy industries 
They have been ct:ttionary for 

of yeare. Is it like!:· that they arc 
1nako any advance '''hatever, if in 

'' ith \'ictorin, \Yhcre the 
\York for(--;:-;ight. hours a "\veek, 

ar•; ho mpcrccl l'lght from the start 
c.:tcnt of 12~ p, r cent. through the 

elnployeL·s \vorking four hours le s. "\V c kno\v 
the stock argument that men working forty­
four hours can do ju~t as 1nuch work as n1en 
\vnrking forty-eight hours, but that has ytt 
to be pro,·cd. If workers can proye that 
they can do in forty-four hours what the 
men in Victoria do in forty-eight hours, 
there will be son1ething in the argument. 
\Ye know that the teachings of hon. members 
on the other side are " Go slow " all the 
tirne. 

\Ve haYo t.hat illustrated in day !about· 
as against contract \York. Just a few 
minutes ago I quoted an example from the 
Highlands Soldier Settlement to show the 
dilCerence between contract and day labour. 
Let us see tlw difference it will make in 
regard (.o ~Iount J\1organ. In 1923, "n order 
to sayc practically the whole of the mine 
fro:n being cl0sed do\Yn and the employees 
thrown <)11 the unemployed market, the 
Go,·crnmcnt subsidised tho mine to the extent 
of £45,992 per annLUn. In 1924 the Govern­
ment fonnd £53,700 while the comnany found 
£159.000. It is estimated that , under the 
d4-hom· week the c0mpany will lose a further 
£45,000 a year, and ,.-hat we want tD know 
i~: Arc the GovcrnnH~nt pr·cparcd io con1P 
to the rc,cuc of I·.Iount 1\Iorgan again in 
order to enable the men there to work the 
44-hour week? 

If the GoYernmont are to do that. then I 
ask: Arc they prepared to do it in the case 
c.f any industry in Queensland that can 
r'roduce its books and show that it is work­
ing at a loss, and wants to keep its doors 
open in order to provide employment for 
the men? Such action opens up a big 
question. I can understand why the Govern­
ment eingle out Mount l\l01;gan, because 
we haYe the Home Secretary representing 
that electora.te. 

Yesterday's paper stated that the unions 
were applying for great~JJ' wages to be pa.id 
to the ea ttlc ind11stry. Is that the principle 
that is to be applied under the new Act that 
is to hP brought before us during this ses­
sion' It appears that any industry showing 
a profit 111u~t pa~· greater 'vages, '.Vhile those 
which are carrying on at a 1oss are to have 
the' GoYernment come to their rescue in 
orcler to keep their doors open. 

Mr. Hn<ES: The Baldwin Gm-ernment is 
doing that in England to the extent of 
:rJ12.000,000 a year. 

Mr. KELSO : I shall· have something to 
say in a few minutes a bout the oelebrated 
tour of the Northern Rivers bv the Premier 
and the Secretary for Public ·works. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLTC WoRKS: We did 
good work in New South \Vales. Our party 
won. 

Mr Kelso.] 
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'\1r. KELSO: I have already stated the 
effect of a 44-hour week on factories. In 
Quer•nsland fartorim have been stationary, 
while there have been increase··· in Victoria 
and New South \Vales to this extent-

JxcnE.'i'E 1x :'-il;,mER o;- FACTORIES. 

State. 
Vie toria 
Xew South ·wales 
Qm•cnslancl 

1,448 
1,433 

82 

lxci'E.IsE 1x F.ICTORY Em·r.oYEF'i OYER .I Tn:­
YEAR PER!OD. 

Victoria ... 
:'\ cw South \Vales 
Queensland 

33,236 
35,655 

121 

I' ROPOHTIOX OF POPCL.\TTOX EXGAGED IX 
SEcoxn\RY I=-:1n sTRY. 

Victoria 
;\1 cw South \Vales 
Queensland 

Per cr,nt. 
37.01 
36.82 
10.53 

I~;cRE\SE IX ::\I'XCFAC'TLRE OF n lW I\l.HERIAU 
1908-1914. 

Queensland 
Victoria 
New South \Vales ... 
·western Australia 
South Australia 
Tasmania 

Since Labour took office 
a different ta.!e is told-

Per cent. 
125 

60 
72 
50 
49 
30 

we find that quite 

IxcnEASE rx MAx CF.Ic-rrnE oF RAw 1\IATEHIALS, 
1914-1924. 

Queen6land 
Victoria ... 
New South vY ales 
South Australia 
r.rasrnania 

Per cent. 
72 

150 
120 

93 
88 

The figure" show a swing round from an 
increase of 125 per cent. to an increase of 
72 per cent. in tho ca.se of Queensland, while 
in the caso of Victoria tho increase has been 
rrogressive, from 60 per cont. to 150 per 
cent. Yet we wonder why secondary indus­
tr;es in Quo<msland do not go a head! 

\Ve have been promised a Childhood 
Endowment Bill, but, as in most of tho 
statements made in iho Governor's Speec,h, 
Vl'f· do not Yery n1ur:h jnformation about 
ibis Bill? WOl;ld be interesting to know 
'':hat the GoF·rnmcnt intend to clo. It has 
bc·'n said oubido by men who are Labour 
supportr•r; tlmt the Government intend to 
t-:.1-nrt 'rirl1 the and once thcv t;.cct 
that up t to reduce it. 

:\Ir. W. said that? 

'\1r. KELSO: I have heard it said outside. 
The Sl ;nu1•y ron PcBLlC \YoRKS: I thrnk 

you drenn:1t it. 

:\fr. KELSO: I believe they ha.-e said 
that, if they g<'t ages up, those wages will 
Hot go ·dOIYn. 'Tho basic wago will be taken 
as thP nrnonnt \'·hieh provid0s for a ntan. hi~ 
wifr, and throo rhildrcn jn reasonable com­
fc,rt. In addition it is proposed to subsidise 
,.,·cry child aboYe the ago of three years, 
and a certain proportion of that subsidy is 
to be paid by secondary industries. There 
j5 anoth~r hit at sccondarv industries. I saw 
in the papers the other "day that a protest 
had boon made at Ipswich to tho effect that, 
if a certain proportion of the extra cost of 

[MT. K elso. 

this child 0ndowment wa~ placed on indus­
tries, it would mean that mos,t of the· 
factoriec would have to close up. 'These are 
things that the Government will have to 
t:•ke into consideration. Certainly on 
general principles child endowment is an 
c·rwitable thing-that a man who has 
ten chilcln'n should receive more than the 
man who has no children. 

2\Ir. HYc:Es: How much more? 

:1-Ir. KELSO: If the hon. membor will 
tc'll n1e \Yhat 1he Governn1ent jntcnd io do, 
then I will tc•ll him \chat I think about it. 
I ha Ye a vrn· serious que· tion to a,~';:: just 
r.ow. 'The lfonw Sccrctar:: recently had a 
lour up -Xonh, and he visited the aborig-iual 
set i.!C"ment... According· to the report that 
1qs haHderl to tk Press-an official report, 
I undcr~b.1nd-when the llon. gcntlornun 
ttiTiYP·d_ at OJJ(l aboriginal settlement ho was 
h ·iled as "the father of all aboriginals." 
(Opposition laughter.) 'l'ile Home Secretary 
h~1s a large fa1nil_\~ suddenly thrust. upon hin1, 
>iJJcl I should like to ask the onlv Minister 
on the front bench whether it is the intention 
of the Go.-ernment to make a special excep­
tion in this particular ce1se under the Child­
hood Endowment Bill, and to give th0 Home 
Secretary the endowment which otherwise 
would ha,-e gone to the mothers-an endow­
ment which is sufficiPnt to keep in reasonable 
comfort this very large family which has 
been thrust upon the Home Secretary? 
(Laughter.) 

'The quc->lion of railways is referred to in 
tlH• Speech. I am sure we all regret the 
nnfortunate accidents that have occurred. 
But it is an extraordinary thmg that every 
dav since the Speech has been delivered we 
he~r of further accidents. Last week, on 
two diffcrc•nt occasions, the engine dra,ving 
the train iu which I was h·a,·elling was so 
t:red that half the train was left in the 
tunnel and the other half just reached the 
Central Station platform. We are hrn·ing 
~~ecidcnis evcry'''lhcrc. 

1lr. liYXES: It v. as an ac.'idcnt that you 
got into this House. 

:\Ir. KELSO: H was not an accident that 
I got i;~to the liouse; it was an absolute 
ccrb.intv. There \Yas no doubt about Jt. \Ve 
Luv" taken pride in the fact that there has 
L·ccn an ininlnnii '. fron1 accidents for n1any 
\ C'<11'S OH the Q~lCCll."land l'~tihYays. \"~o~hy 
ha Ye we ~ttch serious accidcuts at tbc present 
tin1P '? It is quiiP plain that the GoYC:._'Illncnt, 
;ll their endeavour to try and reduce the 
cltol'lllOU~ dcflc}ts on t

1
lO railways, ba. e been 

~tanTi11_ ihc 1·olling-stor·k and starYing the 
r:cl ilHtllcnt \,a,~. The inquir:;- ~.Yhich hab been 
t~:tkillg pb.rL l.i..'to th0 dt:~a::-tcr at T1·avcston 
has · 1lw e0es of the pulliic to the 
fuct v-,;a . ..,. graYo rni.sn!:tna2·cmcuL 

(;0\"ER:\:c\IEXT ~JE:\IBERS: 1\o, 110! 

'h. At the prc,eut time there 
;1 r~· lnm.d red~ lll(:ll thf're. The UoYcrnrncnt 
are spencliHg thousands ?f. ponnds to ~ry and 
put that line ill a cond1t10n that trams can 
naYt>l OYC'l' it in safety. 

A c_;o\'EHX}[EXT :\-IE}IBER: That is not so. 
:\h. Kl1LSO: Ail ,·ou ha\·c to do i, to 

t'Pad thf' C\·id<'nc-c of the gangers nnd others. 

The SPEAT(J~~R: Order, order~ 
Hon. T. D1;0:~T.\X: The matter is sub judice. 

}fr. KELSO : I nnJcrstand this m a t.tcr is 
snb judice; I har,l forgotten that. 

Tlw SECllETAHY FOR PUBLIC \VonKS: Yon 
ought to haYe remembered that. 
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1Ir. E:ELSO: Only yesterdav the train in 
,. hich I was traYelling to town was rolling 
so badly when leaving Brunswit k Street that 
au Eagle Junction n1a.11 said to nw, '·It i::; 
quito on the ~ctrd>< any day that this train 
,-;ill nm off the !in .. " If ''OU sit on the 
platform at Brumwick Street and •vat~h the 
tr--1ins passing through, you can sec the rails 
hcaYing up and down. The railways have 
been starYcd bY the Guvernn1cnt. and in 
orclPr to pnt tl{~; pennancnt Y ay in proper 
order sonw 1ni1lions of pounds will ha.Y0 to 
b•• sjwlll. L'util that is done tho public will 
net feel sat',ficcl that they r ;n tmvcl in eafe(1· 
o.> our raih1ays. \Yhat did ·,·e find last year·: 
A reYCJJUe of £1,367,600 from th'' railv a::s 
ruoro than ,,~as n.'coiYcd in the preYious year, 
and £618,000 more than the Go.-crnment 
'·cpcctpd to rcc0i.-c. They had a total re.-enue 
of oYet· £7,000.000, :vet they cannot keep the 
permanent way and rolling·stock in order, 
1.or can they P''oYidc decent engin0s to pull 
the trains. 

A GOYERX:IIEXT 11DIBER: Then you say 
there are too many men employed in the 
railw.ay sorYice? 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO .\YORKS: You 
cannot have it both ways. 

Mr. KELSO : I am very pleased to see 
that the Government are at last waking up 
to the fact that one of the great national 
assets of this State, the forests, is rapidly 
disappearing. They have had reafforestation 
in t.heir programme for a long time, but we 
find that now Parliament is nearing its end 
they have to justify themselves at the next 
election and are making a big bid for popu · 
larity b: talking about the development of 
the forests. The increase of royalties which 
thev have received has increased the cost 
of 'housing. If they had devoted their 
energies to reafforectat,ion, we would probably 
be in the same position in thirty or forty 
vears that 1\ew Zealand hopes to be in. 
A statement was made some time ago that 
the Forestry Department in New Zealand is 
so efficient that it is expected that in forty 
years the value of the forests will be equal 
to the national debt. This is the position 
Queensland should be on the way to; but 
precious t.ime ha,, been lost during the last 
ten years, and the forests lm.-e suffered in 
consequence. 

_\ COVERX:.\IEXI ~,IE:JTBETI : \VC arc going to 
better that. 

?.Ir. KELSO: I am gbd to see it, but 
tho Jela v has boon lument able. Let us notic.e 
son1c of the thinL, which tho Govennnent 
ha.-c not placed in t.ho Speech--some of the 
things they would rather not sn:v anything 
about. The.- do not acL1it that they are 
not g-oiug to bring in a Bill, as they promised 
to do in 1923 when thev \YOre before the 
electors. pt'0Yiding for the initiative and 
rcfL'rC1ldun1 pri11ciplc; they do not tell tho 
people hero that tlu~ initiative and referen· 
durn is ono thing which they are shy about 
and are afraiJ to bting forward. vVhen the 
referendum was taken m·cr the question of 
the abolition of the Lcgi latiYe Council what 
did thcv clo' Althongh the referendum is 
a part· of their platform, they absolutely 
ignored that r,•ferendum. and swamped the 
Upper House to get rid of it. Those are 
the things they do not. tell tho people. 

In the few minutes at my disposal I want 
to refer to the cc•l,brated tour which was 
made bv the Premier in the Bvron electorate 
over th'e border. • 

A GOVER~ME:!\T l\IE:MBER I-Ie put fn some 
off·- ?ti vo work o.-cr there. 

l\lr. KELSO: So did we. The h::m. 
member for Toowong and m:·src;lf, on findmg 
that. such fairy yarns were bemg circulated 
in the Bvron electorate--

The S~CRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \Y ORKS : They 
were your fairy yarns. 

Mr. E:ELSO: We decided to accept the 
im·itation of one of the members there to 
g-o do\Yil and ."cotch ~otnc' of the Ini:.;state­
rnents \Yhich were being made by. h?n. 
members opposite who toured t.l~at drstnct. 
The Pr~mr'er went down to help hrs brother­
a very nice thing to do-but he was not 
prepai·ed to go bv himself. The hon. gentle­
man went down: and he had his State car 
and chauffeur, dri.-ing through the Byron 
electorate and drawing his £2 2s, a day 
and expenses. Then we had the Se<:ret·ary 
for Public Works, the Secretary for Rarlw.ays, 
and the Attorney·General. These four 
::\linisters were touring the Byron electorate, 
all at the expense of the taxpayers of Queens­
land in order that the Premier's brother 
might get a seat in Parliament. Then ':'e 
heard rumours of a nebulous character rn 
regard to the person of the hon. member 
for \Varrego who seemed to be flyi'ng here 
and there. Now and again he would touch 
ground, and finally he tra.-elled away to 
Snlney. Then we had the hon. member for 
Herbert, who went down and told some 
fair.- varnF. He repeated the same story 
that he t.o!d us the other day. He had his 
lesson all learnt. He said, "Look at the great 
increase in Queensland products! They have 
increased from so many millions to so many 
millions more, and we are the best State 
in the Commonwealth." The question I 
was asked more than anything else was this, 
" C.1n vou tell us how it is that, if Queens­
land is. as you represent et to be, the Labour 
party have br·en in power for ten ,;years?" 
That seemed a walloper to ~tart wrth, but 
we easily disposed of it.. We told them that 
in 1915 the Labour part:v gulled the electors 
b·.· promising them all sorL of things­
amollgst others, the celebra.ted-" Three B's" 
--cheap beef, cheap butter, and cheap bread. 

An 0PPOSITIO"f Mn!BER: Cheap beer? 
(Laughter.) 

:\Ir. KELSO: In 1918. ''"'' told then. when 
tlH•,· had not kept their i--0'11i,ws thcv 
:'·<Tf;tehccl their head~ in sN~ \Yhat sort of 
nn Px-cn~" thn~, could ~:riYc, and th1Jy camo 

a er;~ of " Xo 1· •duct~ on ?f 
nnd no nnernp1o:, 1ncnt ~ V\, e 

out bv -.,y]lich eonld not be 
, (~Jdrztdid;'d that. IYC'l'f' on!-'"- pron1ises. 
\Y" told thr 11 holY n1rri a~tna1lv \Yere 
dvflr-d0d. v. • tnLl ilw1n mr1nhers 'of the 
public ~Cl'''ice hnd had tl1ri1~ rcduc0d 
h• 5 nor we tolcl thorn tlw public 
c<~nm;t, lud denied "' c to the Arbi-

inn Court. And in 1 9~3. wr told thorn, 
Ci'nl~ np ~n1iling ',. :th Rrrl i~tributjon 

]ij]l, and \\'C' poinlr·,-1 ont { lthou~h ?n 
1'\\"0 diffpr('n/ O\cnsio11;:.:; \\'{' lwd a JnaJOnty 
,,f anti.Socialist. .-otcs. !hey r11rr11agcd b." that 
nlrr;.;prP to o'f.'t rctnrncd ;yith 43 nteinbcrs 
n·: Prt~linc:.t or~,.~ 2R. Inv::Hlabl:v "\Yt' \'H're told 
that' thP nn~itlon \YEls clcarf'd u11 now. and 
ih~t ".' 'conlrl not haY<' won under those 
cirrnrnstmH "'"· Son10011.0 n~kccl ho,~ tho hon. 
mf•rnbf'r for Rae]unn hnd b00n Inadr Prcmi0r. 
"\Ye kno\Y idr. Gilliea," t11f':V s id to us, 
•: hr> hnd ;1 farm do n hrore, l l1ave known 
him from boyhood. How wa' it that he was 

Jlr Kel.ro.] 
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:made Premie-:_- ?:' I said on one occasion 
to a g{•ntl.t-:<Jnnn .tha~ I \·cry rnuch rcgrettPc1 
the "a:· Hl 'dnch the hon. gentleman hn cl 
been elc·nl t0d to the :w~i tion of Pn'n1icr­
ihat hn had !1HHlc a barg·ain with the l::tto 

for (hat, in t'Ptur.u 
IYould giyc h~n1, 

\1.0UJd giYO his YOf-r 
IYho \\'US therefore u.ppointcd 

(Gon_•rnrncnt int,·rrupiion.) 
fac·t. that •xns the \VilY iu 

'YPI'P prcYcnted frou1 
alns in the lH•rson of the 

Land~. Th(Lt. is rhe 
Y\·a:· the thi1Jg· was fixed up, and I think: 

1 •nutl di.c.:grace to the State of 
that high office'::; are 1narketcd 

Yv\·ay 1n sr:ch a manner. 
The PP.£:\IIF.R iuterjectecl. 
1\tlr. KELSO: Thrv beliend us better 

than they lwlit:Yf'cl ilH~ other side. \Yhcn 
we had a meetiut.; at ::'.Iurwillumbah-the 
largest n1ecting, they told us, ever held 
ihere-chc 'upporter • of the hon. "·cntleme1n 
·were ·0 concerned that the, sent an urgent 
message to Brisbane, ancl next day the 
Pn-'nlicr and his lH'llChman. the Seereta'ry for 
Raiiw:cys, "·ent post haste' to Munillumbah 
and spoke the same nlght. It rnav be asked 
~hon. mNnbcrs are qulte r]o-ht in askinrr it­
I-JO\V is it that :VIr. Gi1lie~ ·won "? 'Le~ 1ne 
say that ·wh--rcyer \Ye \Vent through the 
electorate-it is onlv fair to say this-\,-<~ 
heard nothing but g·ood of the brother of 
the hon. gentlernan fro1n a personal point 
of Yicw, and hi., popularity stoocl him in 
good stead. I "·as asb•cl afterwards '' Ho\;' 
vvas it that_ the, n1a1~ YC::U \Yerc snlJpDrting 
u1a not \Vlll tne election·:" and 1 s,~ id 
"They \\On, just the same as thev ha,·e 
alvi <~ys ·won. \Yhen there ha~ been disunitv 
on our sidP., Ther~ ·was di,unitv in olli.· 
nljc1_"51, nnd nnfortunatnly the secta1:ian issne 
\Vas introduc0d at th:1t el0ction. Thoro \YD.S 

a diYi~ion in tl11: ranks of the ::\ationalists. 
and the iwn. g·,,ntlcman's brother crept in 
and managed to win the seat fron1 the sittiilO' 
n1ombcr. The Pr~111icr during that elcctio~ 
throw ont this challenge, ,,·hich I haYo cut 
from a Gr:tfton paper-

" To those who had criticised Queons­
]pnd and ~,·ould continue to criticise that 
State, :Mr. Gillies threw out the following 
cha1lcnge. I-Iis f:tatenu:mt, he said. vyas 
based on !hat of the Commonwealth and 
State 6tati~tician~, and ilgures furnished 
by th0 recent Queensland Economic Com­
lnis.sion." 

Unfortunately I have not time to go throurrh 
the long list of his misstatem<mt3, but tll8 
answers \Ye made to them were quoted from 
{)fficial docurnent-'3. 

I sJ:Iall refer to a few figur<>s. Both the 
Prem1er and the Secretary for Public Works 
sb toe! on clrfl>rcnt occasions that there was 

7 
p1ore money in the Sa 'Tings Bank 

[11._,0 a. m,) m Queensland than in anv ether 
State. ' 

T1le SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I Eovor 
said anything of the kind. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentlemal! made 
refc>rcnce to the prosperity of Queensland. 
I propose to show that his statement was 
incorrect and did not reveal the true position. 
He stated that the credit in the SaYing-s Bank 
of Queensland had increased from £10,889,658 
m 1915 to £20,410,364 in 1924. 

The SPFL-\KER: Order! The hon. ger,tle­
man ha, exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

f:1ir. Kelso. 

The PRK\iliER (Hon. \V. N. Gillies, 
7~:acftu.,m), who ·was received with GoYe1:nn~ent 

said: First of ail I desire to thank the 
lt of the Country ProgressiYl' lHtrty and 
the leader of the ::\ationalist party for their 
co11g-tatulation~ f'xt-endecl to 1nC'. and for ihcir 

\f sup!>ort all rnatters going 
this liol!cc \\·ill be of br ne lit 

The hon. ncembct· for \l~indsor 
a condjtiou to hi3 Lssurancc. bnt 

sure, fro.m 1ny k11owlcdgt: of both the 
h··m. nH 111bC'r for \Yindsor and the ho11. 1118n1~ 
ber for . .AuhigHy. that they ''"ill gi\·e 111(' oYer~· 
n -::i:tallcc-, renll~ing ns they do r_~lC' diflicnlt 
1 ':-:k that a l(_ ., ~kr of a Goyen1n1cnt lu-h in 
C<:H'rYin£T out duties clc~YolYing upon such 
a lH;sihon. I also to thank tho n1any 
thonsancL of people throughout .. An--tralia 
who cougratulatPd me on achieving what falls 
lo fc\1· n1cn to achieYc in their lifctin1c-tho 
1•osition of l'rc·mier of a great Sta,te. I 
reali~(l that, whilst there is great hoHOUl' 

a ttachcd to the position, there arc :,;re at 
rcsponsibjJitics. great cares, and great 
worril ", requhing a great deal of energy, 
tact, and forcsight. I realise, too, that, no 
matter how strong a man may be physically 
c.r mentally, after he has held a po,ition for 
Q few years he wust n8cessarily tire of the 
job. I must say that the statement by the 
bo;J. member for Cooroora that my late chief. 
lhe hon. member for Chillagoe, 'was pu ,heel 
ont is untrue. The sarne thing was said \vhen 
tl1e l •te Hon. T. J. Rvan ldt the State 
Parliament for Federal ]Jo!itics. Sot> fat as 
I nn1 conccrneJ, and so far as the n1c1nbers 

my party aro concerlleLl, the hon. 1nernber 
Chiilrrgoo could have remained Premier 

"nd le:ddC·i' of this pi"A.rty a;:, 1vuo as he 
\';dwcl ro do so. 2\ohvithstanding that he 
n a young n1an and a ;;cry strong ma.n, I 

quite undt•rstand that, dter the strenuous 
h<c has lived, he has felt the severe strain 

the position, and has decided for a time 
L relinquish those heavy responsibilities 
attael1lng to such a position. In 1ny opinjon 
he will make good in the Commonwealth 
ParliamPnt, and in the course of time will 
perform for the Conunoll\Yealth as good work 
as he bas uncloubtedlv clone for this great 
State of Queensland. " 

Mr. MAXWELL: \Ye hope not. 
::'.1r. CLAY'ID:'i: He has doubled the national 

debt of Queensland. 
The PRE~IIER: 2\o doubt Queensland 

requires a few able champions to assist Mr. 
Ford<', M.I-LR., and other members in the 
Federal Parliament. Queensland requires 
those men to ensure the rights of this great 
Shto being placed before the Federal 
Parliament. I arn satisfied that in the course 
of tim" Mr. Thcodore will be leader of the 
Federal Parliament. and \vill accomplish for 
Australia what h" has accomplished in a 
smaller w.ty for Queensland. 

Mr. MAXWELL: God help Australia. 
:Mr. CLAYTOX: Is he going to double the 

national debt., 

The PRE::VIIER: I will giYC a few figures 
which will take hen. tnernbers opposite some 
time to cligcc,t. 

~fr. l'viORG.\N: It \Yill be a national calamity 
if ~Ir. Theodor0 becomes leader of the 
Federal Parlia.ment. 

The PREMIER: I do not want to reflect 
in any way on th'c speeches delivered by hon. 
rPcmbcrs opposite. I arn very sorry to kr1ow 
that the hon. member for Aubigny has 
suffered ill-health. I realise the tremendous 
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strain that thee l2ader ,£'a party in Opj10si­
tion has thrust upon him, especially when his 
rarty is rlisuni tcd. 

::Ylr. CORSER: 'Lour party is disunited. 
The PREMIER : The difficulties tD bo 

faced by a leader require him to be in gDod 
health, and I sympathise with the hon. mcm­
be!' for Aubigny in his illness. But, if the 
case for the Opposition is contained in the 
speech delivered by the hon. member for 
Aubigny or by the ex-leader of the Opposi­
tion, the hon. member for Dalby, or the 
other hon. members who followed them, then 
that case is a pretty poor one. I carefully 
listened to the speech deliYered by the hon. 
member for Aubigny, and I afterwards read 
it in " Hansard." I was sorry that I was 
called away to receive a deputation when 
the hon. member for \Vindsor was speaking. 
A!thoug·h that hon. member differs from me 
in politics, I nevertheless regard him as an 
honourable man. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. KELSO: Is the hon. member for 
Aubigny not honourable, too? 

The PREMIER: In the words of Shakes­
peare, "Those are all honourable men." 
I repeat that, if the speeches of the hon. 
members for Aubigny and Dalby contain 
the case for the Opposition, t,hen they cer­
tainly ha vc a very poor case. 

On the 29th July, the day following the 
opening of Parliarnent, the "Courier," in 
dealing with the GoYernor's Speech, said-

" Judged on its face value, the pro­
gramme that was presented yesterday to 
the State Parliament contains nothing 
that need cause a single tremble to the 
O}>flO'ition, nor is there anything in it 
tliat is likely to send a thrill of excite­
ment through the ranks of the 
extremists.'' 

I do not know whether to take that as a 
compliment or not. I take it that, in the 
opinion of the "Courier," there is nothing 
in the Speech to cause the Opposition any 
alarm, or, in ot.hcr words, the Opposition 
will not be called upon to oppose any legis­
lation forecast in the GoYernor's Speech, 
and neither will the so-called extremists have 
any cause for excitement, 

:Mr. Knso: It is what you have left out 
that is the ttot!ble. 

:Mr. BRFCE: You were left out. (Govern· 
ment laughter.) 

The PRKMIER: I do not know who these 
so-called " extremists" are, or what plea­
snre they take out of the term, because there 
is no such thing as extreme or moderate 
justice. It is either jusf'lce or not justice. 

GOYERK}IEXT :.\1E:'IIBERS: IIcar, hear! 
The l'RE'11IER: It is either common 

St_'nse or not conunon sense. You cannot 
have cxtrcrne con1n1on sense. The Labour 
party are not coucerned about the people 
called extremists. If it gives our opponents 
any ~J. tisfaction to call menlbers of n1y party 
bv tho t name, or to call them moderate 
men, it does not concern me. There is no 
txtreme or moderate jnstice, and the Labour 
P"rty stands for justice. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLT1:RE: \Vould 
they talk about a man being· moderately 
honest·; 

The PREMIER: I suppose that remark 
would apply to those people who object to the 
policy of the Labour party. The "Courier," 
on the day of the opening of Parliament, 
also stated--

" In at least two of those elections 

Labour came back ,-ictorious for the 
reason that t,he Opposition had been 
demoralised, and had been split into 
factions. The position to-day is worse 
than ever it was; and it would be futile 
to deny that in an appeal to the country 
Labour would be returned probably with 
a record majority." 

If the case for ·the Opposition were based on 
the two speeches. I have mentioned, there 
would be very little to reply to ; but there 
are one or two things to which I wish to 
refer. I wish first to refer to the policy 
promised by Mr. McGill, the leader of the 
new party that has been formed. I only 
hope that, when it appears before the people, 
it. will contain something that the people 
will be able to understand. I see by the 
"Daily Mail" of 11th July that Mr. McGill 
has put forward the following as some of the 
broad principles of hispolicy-

" Land laws reform'e.d"­
whatever that may mean-

" Encouragement of primary and 
seconda.ry industries''-

whatever that may mean also-
"IndiYidual effort as opposed to· 

nationalisation of industry." 
I suppose that means the handing over of 
our railways and the State Insurance Depart­
rr,cnt to private enterprise-

" Absorption of unemployed by 
encouragement of industry; Relief tO> 
soldier settlers; Nationalisation of hos­
pitals." 

Mr. l\fORGAN : This is not a circus. 

The PREMIER : It is, so far as hon. 
members opposite arc concerned. Mr. 
1\lcGill further goes on to state these 
additional points of policy-

" Arbitration Court to be supreme in 
industrial maiters"-

lt is supreme no\v-
" Cessation of the expenditure of loan 

n1oneys in unproductive works." 
I euppo"e that snch works as wain roads. not 
bc·ing productin:, will have to be closed 
Jown. 

:\Ir. KELSO: Then you s,hou1d close down 
the railways. 

The PREMIER: I upposc the hon. 
member would do so. 2\lr. McGill goes on 
to etatc-

"Greater facilities for education." 
I would like to say in regard to educatiDn 
that this Government has spent about three 
tln1cs as much per annup_1 ·on cduca tion as 
a.ny prcYious Govcrnrnent.-

" Protection of sngar and cotton 
industries.'' 

The policy of the Labour GoYCrnment with 
regard to the sugar indnst.ry is an absolute 
embargo against black-grown subar. That 
c ... :mol lJc F'<Cl't'clc:l. Ic it proposed to go 
back to t!Jc olcl protection of a variable 
tariff'? 

The concluding plank JS " Railway 
Reform." All those things are vague 
gencraJit.ies which do not contain principles 
at all, nor do they contain any definite 
promise about what is likely to take place. 
I hope that, when the polier is framed­
no matter bv whom-we shall b~ able to 
understand definitely what is meant. If a 
definite declarat.ion is to be made that an 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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perpetual leaseholds will be abolished, why 
then let us know. 

J\1r. CoRSER: You know that now. 
The PRE~HER: If the railways are to 

bn controlled by a political body who will 
give their friends the boodlers what they 
want, let us know. 

Mr. :1\oTT: Is that not the case now' 
Tho PRE~IJER: I ask the Opposition for 

goodness sake to let us have a platform 
with a purpose, like that of the Labour 
party-one that can be understood. Our 
platform mfly be wrong in their eyes, but it 
certainly can be understood by those who 
read it, and it is certainly beiug carried 
out. Mr. l\IcGill's platform remmds me of a 
statcmem made by J\Ir.-now Sir vVilliam­
Irvine in 1914-

Mr. MoRGAX: Is that "the iceberg?" 
The PREl\HER: The gentleman was after­

wards appointed Chief Justice of Victoria. 
Mr. Irvine made a statement in connection 
with a Liberal platform which had been 
$Ubmitted to him. He said that-

" Being an Ulsterman himself, he was 
not averse to fighting for anything that 
was just, but that he could see nothing 
in that platform that would arouse any 
martial feeling in even the most bellicose 
beast. That fighting programme 
appeared to have been arrived at by 
the simple process of elimination, by 
the taking out of anything that. could 
offend the susceptibilities of anyone. All 
the bonos had been carefully removed 
and nothing left but a gelatinous com­
pound, political food for infants and 
invalids, warranted not to cause t.he 
slightest inconvenience to the weakest 
digestion." 

This present platform contains nothing that 
is definite; it promises the people nothing. 

Mr. MoRGAX: Wait until you see it. 
The PREMIER : It has been said by the 

anti-Labour members and by their Press 
that that Government governs the best which 
governs the least.. Our experience of coali · 
tions, both in the Statfl and in the Federal 
sphere, has been that a Coalition GoveriL.'llent 
accomplishes nothing. The Labour Govern­
ment cannot please all the people, but it 
certainly sot.s out to do something, whereas 
a Coalition Government gets nowhere. The 
I,abour party are opposed to all coalitions. 
However, wo realise and sympathise with 
the difficulties oxpei-ienced by hon. members 
opposite. 

I wish now to make a few remarks about 
our Governor. Tho loader of the Opposition, 
the hon. member for Dalby, and the hon. 
1nmnber for \Vindsor, 1nado some reference 
t-o the of Sir :\Iatthew Nathan_ 
Smne ""'i'rts also n1ade bv the n1ovPr 
and the of the \.ddro···s in Reply. 
I wish to congratulate those last two hon. 
me1nbers upon their speeches. The hon. 
rnnrnbor for Toow-_.onlba n1ado a speech that 
certain!: loft a good impression in this 
House, and I predict a brilliant future for 
t.ho hon. gentleman. took part in the 
eampaigr: that secured victory for the hon. 
member, and I have never taken part in 
any election campaign that gave me grc<>ter 
pleasure. 

Mr. KELSO: What about the promises you 
made'! 

The PREMIER: It is a pleasing fact 
that the hon. member for Toowoomba was 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

able to double the majority of his pre­
decessor. 

I shall have another opportunity of saying 
eomething with reference to the departure 
of Sir :Matthew Kathan, and hon. members 
will later have an opportunity of meeting 
the Governor at a farPwell gathering before 
he departs. The opportunity w!ll then pre­
sent itself to those ,,-hu so dosrre to make 
appropriate rernarks as to ~is_ Exccllenc.y's 
\York in Queemland. I know It Is the fa.sh10n 
alwavs to nv that the last Governor is the 
best.· That 'is not confined to Governors. 
Dnt I think we can truthfu.llv say, with all 
due rcsped to his predecessors; . that ~ir 
Malthew C'\athan poss~8'es qualities which 
have endeared him to the people of thi• 
State. In the first placf'. he is a man who 
Las taken a great interest in all our indus­
tries, and also in the progress of science, art, 
and education; and indeed everything that 
makes for the progress and welfare of the 
people of this State lms received the support 
and assistance of Sir Matthew ;'\a than. 

Mr. KELSO: Yet you do not want any more 
like him. 

The PRE::\IIER : \Y c \Yant ·as many more 
like hirn as we {'an get; but it js a very 
poor cmnplirne11t for nny man to pay to his 
o\vn countrY to saY 1-lwi thf're js no 1l1iHl 
in his own' State ·· ca.pable of holding the 
highc··t position within the gift of the State, 
or the gift of the King. 

GO\ ERX1IEXT l\Inrr.=R,; : Hear, h1•ar ! 

The PRE::VIIER: Dc"ause the Labour 
Govcrnrncnt in Que,:onsland or any Labour 
Goverm1wnt in the Commonwealth of Aus· 
tralia have a plank in their platform th<tt 
favours the appointment of Australians as 
Governors. that is no reflection on anyone 
who has occupi<xl the position in the past. 
and certainlv no reflection on the present 
occupant of that position in this State. 

:\!Ir. KELSO: Don't you favour ths abolition 
of GovQrnors? 

The PRE::'vHER: Some of the State 
Labour parties do, but the Queensland plat­
form provides for thu appointment of Aus­
tralians to the position of State Govern or. It 
is ju~t over 100 year'" since the first Legisla­
tin Council '"a" , .'t up in Sydney for the 
passing of laws to govern the State of ~ew 
South \Vales. It is over a quarter of a cen­
turv since the Commonwealth was estab· 
lish.cd, and since the first Governor-General 
w<es appointed by the King, not only to reptc­
sent the Commonwealth but to represent 
all the Stat<:'s: a1nl t.h:-- ",trjtudc that 
the Labour part:: takE' up with regard 
ro thi:-: quc."<ticL 1:-; thnt a~ the Con1-
H10D\Ycn!th Goy, l'D0l'-G0n(~rnl rcrn·: -wnts 
the' King, ih0 Stoics be able to 
a ppcHnt a ln('a l u. an at •ss ('XDC'll"l' 
10 can·-.. out the 11Hrf'lv duti(·s of 
St'ltc Governor. · ~ 

::Hr. l-.10RGA~ :' Could 1l•)t the GoYernor­
pcrfonn tho··" c1utir•. and saYP the 

of a Stnte GoYcrnor at all? 

Tht PRE~lTER : to discuss 
that -a:;;yw, t of the now. Tho 
I;abour platforrn the appoint-
rnent of ~\ us1 rn1ian citizPns as St<r.t.e Go­
n·rnors. That reform can be accnm plished 
at a considerable saving to the taxpayers, 
and the purely formal duties of the Go>:ernor 
of the State can then be carried out without 
the great expense involved at the present 
time; and the'' can be carried out without 
any weakening' of the ties between Australia. 
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'1\lld the Empire, but rather YYith a 
strengthening of tho'e ties b: the Imperial 
GoYernn1ent acknowledging that .... "'-ustraha 
1s a gro\\·n+up daughtel', and. ~s entitled to 
norninate one of her 0\>11 citizens for the 
po.-ition of Stair' Governor. 

ldv own narnc has been associated Y<"ith the 
position of Shtc Governor, also that of the 
hon. rrwmbcr for Chillago'. I am quite 
c<nJiident that either the ban. member for 
ChillagoP or rnyself could c-·u·ry out the dut_ies 
of l}overnor as \vell as th~y could b;; earned 
out b am·onc selected in thr Common· 
''calth; but 1 want to say. as far as I am 
··concerned, I am not an app1icant~a1Hl 1 
think the same applies to the hon. member 
for Chillagoc--

:\Ir. Tl!EODORE: Hear, hear~ 

The PREMIER: \Yhen either of us 
lr•aw•s actin• politics, it will b•• for the 
purpose Di taking on ::;:on1e \vJrT( th·1t is 
HlOt'e congenial an cl c0rt.ain;y rnGl'G lL•t .i'ul to 
1he people of this Stat~. That is 1ny viov; 
ot thr pcsition, and I f'ay tbat bc<.:ctU~f' !ll~' 
J1an1e has bt ·~ll as.:;o1jated lvith the position 
of GoYcor~wr of this State. I have 110 inten­
tion of retiring frorn rrc1iv" politic,,, <Jt the 
present tinJC, h t \Yb••n I do, 1wrhups in the 
< uur::::p of a few .vear~, T hope it 1vill bl· to 
O('rupy sornc position that I can suitably 
idL and sun1c position that I re~ard as 
b~itL' of USP , nrl of lwnofit to th< Btatc. I 
;;;ay ~1gnin that the purely forntal .dutic.., of 
State Govc-rEor ('an ho carried out hv local 
citizc'n'; with less expense to thP ta~pa~'er. 

ml without any weakening of thc> ties 
bc·twcan Australia and the Empire. The 
l\tiPlbonrn0 " ... A .. gr." vvhich cannot bP con­
sidered a Labour paper by any stretch 'of 
the imagination, had this io say in regard 
+o the matter-

" Of all the extraYagant and uselecs 
features of Government this continuance 
of the system of importing Governors is 
unquestionably the worst, and any 
f.";-ovcrnn1cnt \vhich has courage 0nongh 
to mnkc a serious effort to effect 
change \\ill merit the approbation of 
t.hc people of the Commonwealth." 

'Then Mr. Toucher, a Tory i\I.L.A., in Vic­
toria. ~,aid during the recent dPbatt on this 
qne ti··n in tho Yictorian Parlictmcnt--

IIc n•membcred thnt Sir William 
IrYi11e stated that a cornmunicaiicn had 
been l'('cl'ivcd frmn Lord Be a.uchan1p 
!'!nggc•stillg the discontinuance of the 
ofii('e of Stat~: GovPrnor at tl1e time ·Jf 
Fcdcra 1 ion fnr the rect.son that tl!c Kin~{ 
'· as .--uHicient1~ repre-:entcd hy a 
Cov"rnnr-Gc-nern l. To Li knowlcd~e 

-Co,·enlnr::-: hnd lH<~il 
as to their imll:'l when 
act< in the ab'' nee of the 

Co\·f'rno~ L1 of po1itic:n.l cti.sis. 
011 the otht...L' hand. thc·l'(' lucl brnn time:~ 

of C uycrnor~ had 

\\.ith rq~;ard to t~u; statern( ut 
{30YPJ'l:ors \\Otdd 1 '~ rnrti~ 
r;-'1r:.ind the J-rous0 that of 

\, C }U.lVE) had in 
y·t tHh .. Australia. t~nd the 
u bout 50 per cent. 
I hctn' vet to lenrn that the lmpcl'ial 
Parlinn1crit, 1vhich rer:on1rnenrls th0 nanH~ of 
a GoYcrnor to t.be ICing. i~ free frorn party 
hi as. It is to the credit of the men who 
have been £elected that thev have been 
.,,nabled to suppress their pa.rty bias and 

ran'< out th,•it· duti0s impartially, with one 
ur t~vo pxccptions; but, after a.ll, the. sugges­
t ion that a lucal man ,,;ou!cl be app01nted Ol' 

1~ominated b:- a political pax.t.y onl.v ~all~ 
at1L•ntion 1o tlw fact that tht~ Imported lll'·n 
is likewis<' numinated by omo political party. 

Sorne reference 1vas n1ade to another point. 
Uno m· two speakers qw::::ti?ned t,he f~gures 
I used in the ~orthern RIYers d1stnct m 
Xc1Y South \Ya1cs clnring the election carn­
paign, and also· at 'l'oowoomba with regard 
t'l unemplo,~- lllCllt. Those £gures \VCro sur­
ldicd fron1 the n1ost rellable f:muct---=: I aclmJt 
that our stn .. ti.stic,, are at tin1es Inaccurate 
aLe! unreliable, boi.h State and Common· 
\':ulth. Om- Arbitration Court has called 
nttention from time to time to tho lack of 
r<'liablo figures with reg.crd to industry and 
other important matters, but we can only 
quote the llguros of the authorities. The 
figures I lnve quoted are those given by oul' 
Commomn,dt.h Statistician. In dealing 
1eith unomp[o,·m<'nt, bri' fly I find that tho 
Commonwealth Statistician's figures for the 
:\1arch quarter of 1925 show the positio:J with 
n.'gard to n1cn1 bers of unions-

Pc:·ccntuge of 'li embers of Cnions. 

Torv Govennnf'nt­
:\~w South W des 
Victoria 

Ln 1~otu CoY~"l'l1rn( ut­
Queenehlld 
South \u::-1 rali~: 
\Ye-sL-'nl Australia 
Ta6mania 

Then \H' hayc-

13.2 per cent. 
7. 7 pAr cent. 

5.1 per cent. 
3.6 por cent. 
5.8 per cont. 
5.5 per cent. 

_Yul·'""' of [-ncmplo.iJ<d 7:-nionists in Jiay 
lust (r .. ,fimotul), {;p J)irt et or of Comrnon­
U'r'alth Hureuu of Cam no ,·ce und Industry. 

:\ew South \Vales 23,000 
Victoria 10,000 
Queensland 2,000 
South Australia 1.300 
We,tern Australia 1,300 
Tasmania 500 

Total 38,100 

\Yith regard to Grent. Britain. rho . total 
an1ount of unt>n1ployn1ent bf'nefJt pa1d Ill 
~924-1925 v.cc £40.S+c2,000. Ovr'r 1,292.(K10 
r rs.ons wer0 llHUllployed as at 27th .April. 
1\25-sH,V, lO per cent. of those regJCterod 
lllldcr rhe Att. rfltc c:mtnbutiOllS fur ur:errl­
fdoyruellt insura uce 111 Great Brlt--. in for 
1S2~ -1925 v. L'n ··--

Exc·.lH'qw .._· 
Enlp~{)yt r . ..; 
'"\\Torkp< Jplc 

£ 
13 ~74 r.Jo 
19.224.000 
17.301,000 

l_~nempl<'.~'ntr>nt ln'3LH'ane<..' has bcc'n criti-
ri~.~d an-J c·oud(Tt1llcl ])y CJur oppmH' 1 d -:;., I 

thr~ 

\\ill 11' tlwt L!lL: pi< ·o 
y, by 

T..~nrrnnlrr rncnt In~ ·~ranee 
Fnu~l u 

Poor Law Hclid 
Relief \Yorb 
l\Iisccllancou.; 

£ 

67,5no,ooo 
7.75Cl,OOO 
6.000.000 
t500,000 

Total £82, 750.COO 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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'l'he extent of unemployment in Great 
Britain following the Great \Yar is shown by 
1 he fo!lmYing figures taken from the 
'· :\Iinistry of Labour Gazette" for Novc1nbcr, 
1923:-

December, 1920 
June, 1921 
December, 1921 
,June, 1922 
December, 1922 
,June, 1923 

701,179 
2,044,655 
1,776,131 
1,405,293 
1,357,981 
1,189,059 

On top of that we have the cabled statement 
in yesterday's papers that the Baldwin anti­
Labonr Uovcrn1nent in Great Britain have 
found it necessary to subsidise the coal 
industry by £10,000,000 to enable it to be 
carriPd on. 

:Mr. CoLLI);S: A good old Tory State. 

The PREMIER : And by a good old Tory 
party, as the hon. member for Bowen points 
out. They are compelled to follow the 
example of Labour in the relief of unem­
ploy&d, and to carry out many of the schemes 
which they condemn when adopted by their 
opponents. 

The leader of the Opposition had something 
tn say about the 44-hour week. and he made 
some reference to K cl son turn;ng his blind 
eye or, the enemy, alleging that we were not 
prepared to tnke notice of the warnings which 
have been Yisible from time to time. I fine! 
tbat in 1920-21 in Kow South \Yak,,, before 
the adopt1on o£ the 44-hour WC'ek, there were 
5.8.37 factoriee, whilst in 1921-22, after tl13 
adoption of tlw 44-hour wpek. there wer0 
6,356 factoric;s. I want to qualify that ctate­
lril'llt b!· saymg that I do not regard thos• 
ftgurcs as ver~, inJllortant, be<ause, according 
to the Conimonwealth Statisti~;ian. a factor', 
is '·.a plarc or building where power is u;;:cJ 
and here one or rnore persons art~ 
(·Inployed." and the nur:nber of fattoric-3 
rncrcly doc:3 not count for vcrv rrmch in these 
days of n1ass pr?duction, Fot' in~htncc, ia 
order to crnphas1sc my point, I 1vould like 
to remind hon. n1ernbcrs that under a TorY 
Government «t one time 118 sugar-mills wer~ 
n1annfacturing· 40.000 tons of e;ugar. but. last 
~Tc:-tr there .'vel:=> thirty-four up-to-da1---- nlilL.­
manufacturmg 40C',ODO tons of sugar ll'Jcler a 
Labour Co,·ernmcnt. In fact. t.hf'v manufar­
tured so mu0h that we were not O:ble to con­
f'L1111C it-indicating tho ncc~ssit~ of our having 
more people to consume our proclnct. But l 
"ad to g·i \'C further figures to show that 
in 1919-20 in Kew South WaleJ, before the 
44-honr 1.Ycck came into opcr ... tion. the iota.l 
ndue of the plal't a:·<l machim rv used in the 
faetori0s was £26.000 000 in r~nncl figu1·cq 
und in the following yt>ar £31,000.000. {vhil~t 
in 1821-22. after the 44-hour week had b-·en 
introclucccl. it wa_, £35,229,000. 

I shall also make a similar compariso.J ir., 
rPgard to 1 he number of persons employed. 
In 1919-20 in New South \Vales the nur:1bct" 
was 144.000, whilst in 1920-21 it wa 145,000, 
and in 1921-22, after the introduction of the 
-~-hour week, jt was 148.876. All those f1gures 
n re fron1 the Conll11011\Ycalth " Year Book,,. 
and now l\'ew South \Vales, under a Labour 
GoYernment, ic about to return to the 44-hour 
Fcek. I am quite prepared to admit that 
ancrnalics J.nd inconYPnienct)S ,,-jJl be brought 
about bv the introduction of the 44-hour week, 
tJut no ~rcfonn 'has ever been put into o[-:era­
tion 'i'rhich did not. cause sornc anomalies anc1 
ineonyeniences, or which "''as not met \Yith 
some hostility, or did not cause some Jeremiah 
io rise E:nd cry, "Blue ruin!" I remember 
quite distinctly in this House that. when tho· 
fixed award r'ato of 8s. a day was proposed 
to be applied to the sugar industry, the Tory 
Secretary for Agriculture got up and deciared: 
that in less than t we h-e months not one stick 
ni cane would b~ grown or crushed in the· 
State of Queensland. 

Mr. ~10RGAN: Not 8s. 

The PREJ\UER : Eight shillings a day 
Ender the Dickson award was t,he basis one 
which the great sugar industry was put on 
a sound footing, the people of Australia 
recognising- that. having a-doptod a policy 
of a "white Australia," they could not 
expect white; men to work in an industry 
fur a wage that would satisfy the kanakas. 
I say that the false predictions of these Jere­
miahs-all their cries of "stinking fish"­
have ended in the same way. They have 

always criticised reform. Any 
[12 Noon.] attempt at ·reform to improvG 

the conditions oJ the workers is 
m0t bv the usual criticism and the crv of 
' blue' ruin." Th0re is always the cry 'that 
it· is going to ruin the country, and that: 
npital is going to flee from the State. 
The hon. member for Aubigny stated that 
thL· rail\; ay employees in Victoria received 
,.-a.gcs higher than were paid in Queensland. 
To make comparisons the Tory is very fond 
of going to \Tictoria-an old settled State, 
or~ly one-seventh the size of Queenslandr 
"here all the railwavs and roads were built 
with cheap money in the early days, and 
with a popalation twice that of Queensla.nd. 
Tho:·<' cornparisoll"'l arc most unfair. But 
t_·V('Jl if they were fajr, I am g;ing to show 
by ',,ay of comparicon that condit:ons arc 
lH itPr ill QucenE:land than in Yictoria for 
rail"'"\ "·orkers. I will rep! v to tbc state­
ment h.v the hon. mcnbo- {or' Anbi-::nv with 
i c·pcct to railwav en1nlovee•~, in Victor.ia and 
c:llC•f'n~:and. Th~~.;e ;rr" the dail:v rates of 
lJay~ 

Queensland. Yit'toria. 

Guards 
Signalmen 
Porters 
Driver~ 
]'ire men 
Clraners 
Fettlcrs 
Gangers 

------,--------

(Per na,·.) 
17s. 3d. to :21Js. 

15s. 5d. to 20s. 2}d. 
14s. S!d. 

J7s. 71d. to ill<. llrl. 
15s. 3td. to 1(\s. -!\d. 

Ss. to 14s. 8.!d. 
15s. 2d. 

17s. 2d. to 18s. 6rl. 

(Per Day.) 
1-k. 10 18s. 5d. 

15s. 5cl. to 18s. lld. 
13s. Jld 

17"-. lOd. to :21.::;. lOo. 
14s. JOd. to 1( .... lOd. 

us. to Hs. 4d. 
13s. lld. t.o Hs. 5d. 
15s. Sd, to 17s. 2d. 

-!\!though the rates o~ pay per day in some 
Instances are hrgher rn Victoria, the allow-

e.nccs a-nd conditions are more favourablo 
in Queensland. In Queensland we have 11t 

[Hon. W. N. GiUies. 
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44~hour ·week as against a 4J-honr week in 
V"ictoria 7 and the cost of liYing in Victoria 
is 13.5 pcl' c~nt. higher than in Queensland. 
Tho of ·victoria i~ EJ.OOO sqnaro n1ilc3, 
t!1::tt QucC'D'·]'llHl 670.000 square rrtilcs, 
'·hi le pc;pulation of \-j. fori a i8 1,633)000 

compared with 827.000 in Quc~nsland. 
like Queensland-

. · and 

an interjection tho hon. 
__:\ubigny sald that ho was in 
wa :,o irrx. I wi'h him go-:> cl 

·wi th n:gard to a \rag-; 
Queenf.laud -, U3 

n taxation. 
to 1hc· fa·.t 
large 

out a 
goes 

tlic per capita. mu:"3t, 
IncLi cnt~ doing: thcil· d.nt·, be 1 
i:1 an old sctrl(~cl St'dc ·with a laJ'ge popula­
tion. Thnt all gol'3 to show tlte 
for out a cl!..'Yclo]lnJenta] 
fc r people to 
the that 

n1 to 
burde'n 

l1UY. 

:J.Ir. ED~"·A:, __ n._:: The producer has 
tv lJHY the btn·deu of 

Th, l'HE:.'IEE: J >l'ill ,hGw tlmt that 
not so. 

J\lr. ~lORG.\:\": I-IE_ hns to cr:.n·- the burden 

The PR!DIIER: Before I sit clown I 
1,·i1l ('XfHJ::..'' the nEt;";S of ignont11( ~~ 11'! di~clD~·eJ 
lJy thos<..• int-·r.kction:s. Takin ,,. tl:e Jncou,c 
ta:\. p~id by n 1na1Tir•d rnan Y.lth a •sif0 and 
family of three in Qllccnsland, v. e !in cl that 
a rnan on a net incon1e not exceeding £440 
per ,,nnurn 110 incon1o tax at a]]. In 
the other the payments per taxpayer 
\Yith an 1ncmne 'of £440 are--

::\ e" South \'.'aloe 
Viltol·ja 
Scmti1 Acbh'hl;<t 
\\~cclt'rn Australia 
Ta.smania 

£ s. d. 
1 10 0 
0 10 0 
3 12 11 
0 7 0 

13 0 2 
I v;ould DO\Y liko to touch upon the an1ount 

of inc·)111C' L•.X p _id by the far.nel\s. 

Mr. KELSO : \",'hen you were assisting to 
bnvP ,·onr lwotlH•r rf'tnrned for H' ron .R:~"· 
you oiily gaYP one cxa1nple. '"' 

Th· PRE'·IIER: Tho hon. member can 
give those cxan1ples fro1n lcg·islation pauod 
bv his pa,t Governments .and Governments 
in ot-her States, with which he ought to be 
familiar. I am not quoting examples of 
past C oyernment<. 'The tot a! mrm ber of 
farm0rs who paid land tax in 1923-? f was 
only 3,552. holding 1.000 acres or less !and in 
Qneenslancl, out of a total number of 25,000 
to 26.000 farmers. 

Mr. MORGAN: How many paid income tax? 

The PRE:!I.1IER: I will give you those 
figures toD. The total number of people 
"· ho paid income tax in Queensland, as shown 
by the 1924 report, v. as 25,706, and the 

1925-G 

number of fanners included in this number 
WJ' 2.791. 'The total income tax pctid by 
ir,di,·iduals was £836.613. 1vhilst the iota! 
palcl by farn1C'l'S, including sugar-gTO\\"Crs, 
'"" · £78.599. Of this latter sum £62,675 \Yas 
p<1.id b~· sugar-( -"till ~!Tov;er~. It 11 ;11 be thus 

iha t Ycr_y sn1all [lll11 \Yas paid 
farn1er:::. 
It is deplorable to think 

of Qucem<L,nd earn ~o 
C~lnnot pay incmno tax. 

: If the income tax paid 
>vas nlloc ttcd oYer the >Yholo 
of Queon,]ancl it would mean 

a f!a t tax of b' '-ween 15s. or 16s. ·.,-ould 
paid by each fanner. 

:\lr. tlmwAx: It is deplorable to think 
that their incomes 1vill not permit of them 
11aying the tax, 

The PRKMIER: I v ant to make some 
renHuks 1n ans<Yer to the statements 1nade 

during 
l'h;ction ~ 

proud . tJ ;ay 
:nt<lll 111 tnc-

rctui'nccl to 

the public debt 
w hi eh I used in 
a~ Toowoomba. 
th(' recent ~ew 

"\\-hen, I n1n 
at le-ast ono 

Hi,·crs district 
South ~\Ydes 

sh1t:•n10rtfs 
{m !l Si<l .'. 
arri \-in::_. \rhcn a la\Y 
deal ,\-ith men who 

There has been 
the deportation 

of undp;-.irahlcs .. .rom Australia. but. the rnan 
who criticises his ow11 State iu which he has 
P1ade a huge fortune ·1::. is being done iu 
Qncemlund, is a filT >t deal >;orse. A IDt 
d criticism has been hurled against the 
GoYcrniucnt for increasing the p11blic debt. 
B has been stated that the public debt is 
inreea, iag a larn1ingly. That is not the 
cas~ It is 1;ot :incrcn ,jng at the sa:me rate 
<u 111 States jn the South v~ith Tory Govern­
HlLlh. I han:o nlrr•:1d pointed or;t on 
previous oc, a -,ions that· thc;sc arc settled 
Staf -",, which ~hould haYe carried out their 
(!cvc~lDpmcJltal \York years .ago, and \Vhose 
ctob_t r- hould not bo incrc:r;ing in the same 
ratio c1s the debt of a young State like­
QncP~slancl .. Expernitnrc on such public 
worl.~s as 1:n1hva;vs. L~nd dc,vr~lopment-, and 
rPaflorco:.tatwn schemes cannot be nH~t out 
o[ rcvPIHlC received throuQh taxation. This 
cxpc>nclituro rnn~t be ra r'Pir>d ont under a 
lonn . polic~·T· Fran1 the follo\ving figures, 
f'howing the rnanncr in which the public 
de>bt has b0en increasing in tho various 
Sht• of tho Commonwealth, it will be seen 
tint Queensland has nothing to bo ashamed 
of:-

Commonwealth 
::\' ew South "Wales 
Victoria ... 
Queensland ... 
South Australia 
Western Australia. 
'Tasmania 

In0reasecl Loan 
Inclehteclness 
1915 to 1924. 

£ 
378,171.269 

96,444,110 
51,024,399 
33,692.304 
34,935,206 
25,743,160 
10,599,639 

Hon. W, N. Gillies.] 
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l\Ir. KELSO: How much is that per 
<Japita? 

The PREMIER: I will give t-he hon. 
member those figures in a few minutes, if 
he has patience. Let me now give the-

PeBLIC DEBT PER HEAD OF PoPULATION. 
£ 

Xew South Wales lOO 
Victoria 75 
Queensland 109 
South Australia 132 
\Vestern Australia 174 
Tasmania 111 

Queensland's gross debt includes a floating 
d<ebt of about £5,000,000, which was not shown 
in the 1915 figures as part of the debt. That 
is a point I might emphasise, and it is one 
.to which the hon. member for Chillagoe has 
called attention on more than one occasion. 
That brings the figures down by £5,000,000. 

I make no apology with regard to the 
increase in the public debt, because we cannot 
carry out our developmental policy on loan 
monev. It is a sad thing to admit that we 
~cannOt regulate usury. \Ye are pA.ying a 
fabulous price for money. I believe the 
ancient Romans attempted to do away with 
usury altogether, and later to control it. 
One of our greatest problems at the prPsent 
timo is to exercise some conh·ol over tho 
moncv-lender. The Federal Loan Council have 
endeavoured to do so by appointing one Lod~­
to make the necessary arrangements with 
regard to the procuration abroad of loan 
rnoney. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man has exhausted the time allowed him 
unde'l' the Standing Orders. 

'I'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
l\Iullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" That the Premier be granted an 
extension of time." 

Question put and passed. 

The PRE:YIIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Y.:acham) : I do not intend to impose upon 
hon. members, but I wish to reply to certain 
criticism, and will be as brief as I can. 

Mr. MoRGAN: It is all right so long as you 
extend the same courtesy to us. 

The PREMIER : I shall quote a few figures 
in reply to the J eremiahs who say that this 
State is going to be ruined by increased 
wages. I realise that, if wages are paid and 
not properly earned, such a system is injurious 
not only to the industry but to the worker 
himself. To show the wonderful prosperity 
and development of our State, I shall quote 
a few figures made available by the Economic 
Commission appointed by the Arbitration 
Court to supply certain much-needed data 
1hat should be available to the Arbitration 
Court. 

Mr. MORGAN: Are you dealing with the 
prosperity of Brisbane or of Queensland? 

Th0 PREMIER: With that of Queensland. 
I shall quote the value of production for 
!he years 1914 and 1923, leaYing out other 
years. because the table has been published 
Gnd is a yajlable to anvone \Yho wishe:; to 
secure the information. ' 

Mr. KELSO: iVill vou give us a co:n­
parison with other Sta'tes? 

The PRE:\HER : The figures are-

VAL~E OF PROD~CTIO~-STATE OF Q~EENSUND. 

Agriculture 

Pastoral 

Dairying, poultry, &c. 

Forestry and fishery 

Illining 

Aiunufacturing 

Total Ynlnc of profl1· ·tiun 

d0~ -i!'C' no~J. 
t h'-· Ilodsc to t t!...:c 
ll•!nk 

both 
11~-'tico 

o; 
th·JSC~ 

~\IOJ GAX: Tl-n c figurco; arc n1 J-~t 
gentlen1an k11ov:'l thc:n 

ha q~ i1 ._:e 1914. 

The 1?RE}1IER: 1\ow I g1Yo tho 
IHOlllJcr of employees eng:-tgi in industry, 
,(:') the:.;e figures are a good indication as to 
t·l1G pr;_:gre;;;s made. 

~\Tt'· BEH or E.\lPLOYEE~ ExG.\GFn 1.:-: I~;D:;:-:.TuL 

191±. 19~:3. 

1-15,±09 154,922 

[Hon. 1Y. N. Gillies. 

E6tinl t<• f r 
192!. 

157,GUII 

1914. 

£ 
5,680,000 

16,290,000 

3,499,000 

1,826,000 

2,976,000 

8,071,000 

£38,3.,2,000 

!ll01'C, 

1923. 

£ 
10,105,000 

19,500,000 

6,000,000 

3,000,000 

2,267,000 

16,0,18,000 

£56,920,000 

Estimated 
Value, 1924. 

£ 
15,000,000 

22,425,000 

6,600,000 

3,000,000 

2,267,000 

17,653,000 

£0J,94G,OOO 

arc rnoro irnportant 
that the \Yorkers aro 

Th·c Sr:r·nET.\RY ron Pc:DLIC \YoEES: Anothcl' 
s1anc, r 011 tlw \\ orker. 

The PilE~liER: The figures nro:-

...:.~1. 1:En \lE \'_\~TE OF PRonrcno-x PER IIEAD or 
E::.IPraYLE. 

101-L 

£20:368 £370·00 

I~:::tiPlnte f•1r 
lP:.:-L 

£.Q~·78 
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I think these figures speak volumes, and 
they are a great compliment to the workers 
of Queensland. as they show t·hat, when 
men are well treated, they will work 
properly. 

Mr. ROBERIS: They did not tell you that 
at Ipswich. 

The PREMIER: Kow we come to the 
excess of imports over exports. The leader 
of the Opposition had something to say 
.about secondary industries, and I am very 
pleased to know t.hat the hon. member 
now is beginning to take an interest in 
secondary industries. As Secretary for Agri­
culture, I believed it my duty to encourage 
in every possible way primary industries, 
and I think that we have been able to do, 
so far as legislation goes, all that is possible 
to encourage primary industries in this State. 
'The result speaks for itself. But I have 

M.\RCH QC•\RTERLY 

always stated that a nation cannot stand 
cm one leg; it must stand on two legs-that 
is, on her primary and her secondary indus­
tries; and the time has arrived when the 
State must pay more attention to secondary 
industries. If the people engaged in those 
industrieo;; are not going to establish them, 
then something must be done to accomplish 
that object, the same as has been done in 
ronncction vvith our pri1nary industries. 

With regard to the figures of the hon. 
member for Aubigny, I sav that the question 
of factories is not a test.. nor in a State 
like Queensland, practically a primary pro­
ducing country, is the test of secondary 
"ndustries one that can be applied to the 
Government. The increase in our exports 
over our imports, I submit. is the crucial, 
and should be the final test. of production 
in a State that is a primary producing State. 
I want to give the figures:-

SUMl\URY. 1923-24. 

Excess of Excc,s of 
Imports. Exports. I m ports over Exports over 

Exports. Imports. 

£ £ £ 
New South Wales 58,225,180 43,146, 72~ 

£ 
15,078,458 

Victoria 49,592,643 29,612,548 19,980,095 

Queensland 

South Australia 

11,605,668 14,628,305 3,022,637 

12,700,321 16,912,932 4,212,611 

Western Australia 6,662,729 12,412,625 5,749,896 

Tasmania 1,817,320 2,766,032 948,712 

• That. shows that New South Wales and 
Victor,ia-two Tory-governed States-·went to 
the bad, New Sonth Wales to the extent of 
nearly £15,000,000--that is to say, her im­
ports were nearly £15,000,000 more than her 
exports; and Victoria, that much mis­
governed Tory State, went to the bad 
£19,000,000 in the same time. These figures 
speak for themselves, and show that Queens­
land has made good progress in the ten 
years under Labour rule. 

GOYER'\MENT MF.~1BERS: Hear, hear 1 

The PREMIER : Figures are tiresome, 
and it is not my practice to quote figures, 
but I found these figures were so important 
and so conclusive that I think I am justified 
in taking up a little time this n1or.ning in 
gc·ttin<:r ~-hcn1 iuto .. 1-Irrnsarcl.", I think \Ye 

are JH'one t'J nttach too nm_:_~ll 
d J--Ianf'~,rd.'' l1ul it is ir.1portant 

~hould be E:tu ted b_ son1co1Ie in 

last do ~o. h: ''a~ 
cising- that Prit .: F'ixir~g- C'om-
tnis~ioner did the 1ntcn -ts cf the- fnnncrs 
-in tl:. iuiOJ'('si·s of ···hcnt growel'~ n.nd 1naizc 
growers of the State~with reg.: rd to bags. 

·what arc the facts? Th0 hon. gentleman 
sirnply rcpcat3 ihc stupid stat.crnent of some 
aggdeYc·d profitc'Cl'. Xmnr-rou.-:; complaints 
v.ere received bv the ConnnissionPr of Prices 
frorn t.he Local~ Producers' Associations, the 
Council of Agri~ulture, and individual far-

mero with r~gard to the price of bags. 
Reliable information showed the likelihood 
of a .sharp :increase, and 1'lr. Ferrv took 
action. H0 issued a proclamation on the 19th 
:0.1ay. dcrlaring wheat sacks to be "con1modi­
ti:s," and after that a notice fixing the price. 
Xo protests were received with 1·egard to 
that action. hut quite a nun1ber of a.s.,ocia­
tions wrote to :'dr. Ferry congratuiating him 
on the action he har-1 taken: .An1ong thm·"' 
\Yho a lu'd for the flction to . he taken were 
t~-·.' Local P1'odncors' Af'sociations at 'rcYiot­
\"illf', Fn ~~if ern. Brisbauc \- allc~v Field 

;ti..-c ]}J"!l'='i·..,, Drayton, Thornton: 
and Rockv Cr~ck. in lllY O\Yl1 ele-c­

thc Dep' l'tn1en ~. of _\griculture 
to 1\Ir. FPrrv, 1vho tDok the 

regu1ntr:". or control thl' 
. ·bP i.hat 

en cl 

our (J\Yn in n•gard tn ;1ric0 
f:.:-.;:.1nu·-T l'f'Q,"fll'd it n;: an Pxncdit>nt .nt 
J,, ~~hnt T ~ 11· th1t Con:mi~'ion0r of 
Pri"c~ hEt:-. f~(C~Jnlpli~hC'!l r:ood work i·n th'l. 
Intrr• ~1-~ of the prunarv nrodurers and con­
~umPr during· t.hc' tin'v:. L h0 h "" hc,~d that 
pc::ltion. lie i~ a nutn of U"roat cannrin-. and 
hi:;; only C'Ol1 Cf'rn is tr) doe thP right. h"oilour­
ablo. ancl fair thing by the fnrmers. 

\Yith rel!arcl to prirklv-near. the late 
l0ader of the Oppo~ition had some criticism 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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to adYance _.bone thr~ action of the Go­
vernnlCllt 1n thnt di~·C'ction. If the present 
Secreta1·<,, fo1· Public L~1nds df'~pn-cs C'Tl'J.it 
for one thing· rnurr than ru1oth0r. not only 
in thls bnt fro1u the noint of YiC\\- of 
thP lllf\H, Wf;liHHL and child 

u1 io thi .. nlattf'r, 

l( 

\\·ill k1l1 ~\n~1 ralia. 

gr. • i ...:t Y~ge­

and it l::; onl~· 
not IYith) 

·1 t t11c f'"\:ti'lll of O\T'r 100 
t·\'('1'\' 1JOnl'. Tllat nwaus 

pest .is 
T(!:") Ill 

area 1111(- tl1~>~ of tllt> -n~)l<11licu.j 
lH, p Ju::; C'ClJH~ r!.lJdf·l' pt''ll' s.illt'C re• to 
:31JCtk. 

)Jr. }Jonr \X: Il i~ rln1L ~011 r• alt~c~l thrrt. 

1 lril dues not <·o•1lO 
· ·· {\Jll ir•r" of 30th 

ott tho report of the 

n1e1nber of tltc llart~". The Labour platfornl' 
is clear and dc'flnit0 on the point. 

~Jr. ~,Jo·- ,_;.\.x: Thrrc y·o_s a..n agreement. 
One of yout· nw1nber~ said ~o. 

The PRE:\ITER : 

:\Ir. :\fOHC '\X: Thrv paid £10 000! 

The PRE~IJEH: Br'fore I sit down I just 
.. hich ha' tried to 

connf' ·t n1,\ liquor trade \Vith 

:V!r. HY':', (to :\fr. :\Iorgau): You sold 
~our ~oul to thP :'\ationnl t::-nion. 

The PRE'UER: I thank hon. member 
his intcrjt et ion. bcc·anse want to say 
onr or t\YO .,, .Jnl~ b0foro I sit (1o~.v11 about 
Opposition being bound and shackled, 
I shall corn-id them from the months of 

The daily papers. the 
hn n: rcp<'dcdl:; referred 
prc·~ ·nt Oppo:"S:Ition are 

to 2\ntional L:"nion. 

.'t'ltCtl- n 
h:HL nv m 'Jc1·s 

cf oil-: 

.• T1)1• r:, l'[! ~!T~q!l--.~ {li'\'Otcd to pa. torn 1 
1H'<'c1 fur 1norc syru~ 

patl!t··ri:· for r1u-: of 'the; 
,"U!r~ll ~Pttlr·r, and t(J thC' -in1pc'rnti-..-c need 
111 for "' 1te C'nconn!g.:m,nt of closer 

:tu'r;r .. st~·ike a nut~ 1 ~lot, lliL'l'{'ly of 
coura<~'(; U!it of st-l fL --tnni·~nr:L 

\Yhat a1lnnt ll1c Onpn~;tion ·: \Yln- C'nnnot ~:w 
Oppo:i: :on ri:- • r'o r1 ~.._ eD-.io;J <lnrl g-tYe 
credit: ~. hnrf' cl f J1t i:-; ctu· '! 'fhc: '· Councr" 
gop::-; OH to ~ny-

" Thi·' r~'] 0rt bubbJ~, rith the ccrtn 
and rith the l'('a1i~8tion 
urtcrnptcd and ')rncthin{; 

{lone." 

~\nt1 1 :".ny ~l='nin. \\hen the Labout· part:,T do 
an;,-thing, it :~ a.l-n-ays too soon, or it is too 
slu\\. it ,]unld ha V•' been done vea.·s ago, 
or the timt i.' not ripe. I congratulate the 
Sccrdnr,· for l'nblic Lands npo1 attempting 
to dea! '··· ith this great probJen1 in a bnsin:. v,S-
1-ikc vi-aY, and I wa~1t to congratulate th8 
Ccnnni:-sion for the go(>l '\V0rk they J1ave 
f1ono durin~2,- thr. 5hort tin1c hayo bren 
a{. ork. LI hope that. as goes on, 
Parlif1mPnt >Yill be able to make ayai!Rble 
lar!!'0r ~-nn; of 1non0v for 1}1is 1,\'0rk-n, -;ne\ 
'd1ich in future will. b0 allocatPd from loan 
fnnd'?,-bcrauso n1oney can l1e :::pPnt in clear­
ing ]arge areas of }Jf:~ar. 'whic:h is capablt~ of 
being do;;tro:,ed economicall-c Bnd which can 
Le sown to Rhod0s grass or son1ething else 
and yiold a good return. 

Just one word now with regard to the 
interjection of the leader of the Opposition 
that thi;; party were under an agreemenr to 
be subsidised by the liquor .. rade. I deny 
that. I deny that there is any such agree­
ment with the Government party or any 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

~·.lr. :, 
to you · 

:Did 
tlL•:· gaYC rQ1J 

do that 

The PR.E:\JIEH: " The Producers' RcYicw'' 
of lOth ~Ia1·~:. 1<-t~L ~:.t.:r~-

' ~lf'lbournc .1.\go' has declared 
that ='-'"al ional l:'nio:1 is rPprPsPJtt<lhvn 
of trust and combinc:o and other powerful 
}IPllJounw interests. Those concerns cer­
tai·Ily haYP no syn1pathy with the sn1a1l 
Inan on the land. . , lJntil the 
Con:ntr r·lrt~7 to be as~ociateJ 
\Yith cj1 y pa1:ties citv onr,anisations 
it ·will be kno'q n as cJ,inoufiagcd 'I ring 
of tho big interests of the cit" ." 

i\rrain, the "Courier" of 18th 1\Iarch last,. 
CJl~oting ~\Ir. Fergns ~lc}Iaster, of \Vinton, 
:<aid·-

" An or-~·a~1i~ ~1tion that collects and 
coni rols fu1~ds, const i tutcd as the K ational 
l~nion .is, ,Jtust. aud ,.-ill, hayo a policy. 
either · 'nhlie Or Sf'f'ret, aDd rnust, and 
\'.'i]l, ('Xrtcf ._,:JnditiOllS llVOD ihf' WliOIIl it 
subsidises." 

?\Jr. ED\Y~\RJJC:: £10,000 for ten years l 

The PRE:\IIEH: As Scotchmcn say­
" Facts arc chicL. that winna cling, 

And danrna he disputed." 

.And, n~ thn Englishman sa.'- s, " Facts are 
stubborn thing~.'' Th0sc aro facts. 

:\Jr. Kn;G: Thee are not facts; they are 
or.Jy statements. 

The PRE;yiiER: The "CouriN" of 11th 
1\Iarch last said-

" In old.fashioned surgery. doctors fre­
quently introduced a foreign body into an 
open wound in order to irritate it and 
prevent its healing quickly. That was 
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cailcd <1 ~,eton. That i.~ cs::;~-rh· what the 
Nationnl t~nion 1s in (:2ueens1and 
politic~." 

[12.30 Jl.ill.' 

The "Conricr'' m 5th }IarcL. 1925. 'aid-
.. T~w .:.'\u1ionnl Cn1on Ol! ttrc 

na11n, i::s ~·O :tlll"L~~Jrt':-CILi1tiYl thc~r 
to 1-::no\Y the llHllH ~ cf tL(' Con1-

noboth· nut~id • of a YCl' 

~-wh'ct ci:·dt·, and. ns \\-·P 

SOI!JC c1a.\·.~ \, C haY<-' 
tO dlHL·h lhC' [: 1'-

thaf :<HTnUlJ•l lt. and 
asn~rt..,in a ff''·· of tlt~' lWllH ·,': 

::\lr. }lone\);. :\[r. \~a .... n lllClnbcr of 
that t'onHn1ttcc nt one 

'rhr· PR E~IIEH : The ·' C'om-ir•r" con­
tinue,_ __ 

,; \YP hilVE' ehnllf'no·td 
C011lf' into thC' 0~)-l'l.i ~:nd 

In the• sanH· article the •• CouricT'' staic~s-
,; \YP hnY(' spcciflca1l:,· statPd the 

i3. Llt' is dH 

LJC~H11itt" 'S. 

·n' nHlcJo .Jl io and 
('tft oul thenJ thr·it· cn.n 

nr ,l,lig int\'n"-ts jn ::\Iel-

apJlnint,~·cl 
d 

tnan ; o··~1·3 do 
f'YC'l', tn tlwir 
~atl\~tl<tl 
the g of 

'"t th·~t, d1P tr(Juble lr bYf'C'n 
Divisional CoL~r{'ii of tho 
a1.d (ttc t~nion 

cPntrc.:: such < matter ns the 
collPctinn nnd di·.tributinn ot' l'ari7 fnncls 
is ridicu1ou:;;, rtnd i~ lwrdlv likPlv to 
appt'al to nn\TLody ··ith a •hr(,d o£ in.tcJli-

Tho" tro{lLlc rC'YOlYcs around a 
the principle ,,·hether tl"J 

is to b0 controlled by the 
msclYcs or bv a self-npp~int,.'d 

J hat does not Jd] the people fer 
1vhon1 st .ncb, for ..,xhat it stands, or 
what jJltl:'l'c"ts it seeks to conscrYo." 

Further on m the same article this rs 
~tated-

" Let the ~ational Union franklv tell 
the people of Queensland \vhom it ;epre­
sc:nts and by ''"ho1n it is being n1ain­
ta incd in f''":istcncc. The time 
has come \vhen tbe branches of tho 
"Cnitcrl party must get to work and 
ascertaju in the 1nost unequivocal 
bnguage ,. het her tht:ir pn.rli~unentarJ 
reprcc..:ntativ0s arc going to hold their 
politica I trnsts for the people or for the 
National Union." 

On the 2nd Februar·y, 1925, it stat.,cJ­
wou1d hardlv be consistent with 

the of power "that r0sides ia most 
men and bodies of men if the ::'\ utional 

L' nion did not assert the rig·ht to say 
how tho monev should he spent, and 
\Yhdhcr or no" this or that canclidr.te 
should rccei. e endorsement and support. 
:\o trla!1 of th~' ·world would bc1icYe 
the :\ationnl L"Tnion of 
.stitutio:n as to put 
]=.n ,;pr ·,,'hPn by 
authority it could 

Do0s the ~1011. gcntlBman 
(Oppc,;Jtion laughter.) 

The PRE:\ITEH: T lwii,"- ihl' "\'ouri0r" 
knoy .. ,· 1norc abDut the OpposjiioJl than I do, 
nnd I o ttl prcpn rt d to accept its ~t:1tcrnent 
with J·eg·ard to the Xat1onal T;nion. Let me 
no\Y quC.~t·-. the ren1arks by the hon. nv='mber 
for Burnett a:-: containPd jn the :.\'lary­
borou.!::!;h ~· <..Juoniclc." Ilc is thus reported-

.. Tlwt papr r (thf' "Conrin'") has al'o 
reproached the :\ational "Caion, \Yhich 
\Yus to ha,~c b~eu 1"11u collecting autho~ 
y·it.v nnd l' the old agrc>nl~J;t. 1~hc 
"Conri e" \Hntld f'l'Cntc the• J111]H"er-,,l'Ji1 

:hat tll< unioD \Ya~ et a fc-1v 
_'lf-<'l1poinccd That _might 

o1· might a fact, m the 
t. hnt ha" r sked 

ooncl s 

tion arc 

hon. gcntl, man 

The PHEMIER 
hon. mc1nbnr for 
aro connccl d \Yith 

''"hole of the 
and the 

}lr. c~oFSER: The gcntlcn1an is 
delibcra tc]y n1isquotir~g. 

The I'HEMTER: There '''"" on, or hm 
other matter~ that I ,.,-ould like to deal \Yith. 
There arc onr: or two jmpor' .1nt Bills to 
con~c before the Hou c on which I should 
haYf' had sorneihin;r to say. Thf':~ \Yore 
refPrn~d to by Yario1Is )pcakers, and should 
have been replied i·o in !his debate, but as 
t.l1p I-:iousc her. c :\:tC'nrlcd to n1c the pr1Yll .., 
n-f ·an extension of time, I >v-ill not abuse 
that privilege. · 

1 will coneludP b0• thank-
ing ~on. n1en Lcr ccurtc:;;:' in 
;:ranting me an 

GovERt\:\JE:\T 3.[!·~=\m·d~S : 

:;}:h·. I{t~;c (J,orJ'f{l): Spr~kcr--

:\Ir. \Vr:TR: I..., ~ 11· "I· !C:~h • Ju \'1;, ,-re to 
lwYe n1:1clc L~t 

_), lf. ,J ones in no longer the 
thi~ flon.se. 

.Mr. King.] 
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:!\fr. KI:\G: I alw 1\·onld like to pay my 
trib;lte of respect to His Excellency, Sir 
}:fatthcw Xathan. EYcryone il'l agree that 
during hi<> term of office Sir :\Iatthew Xathan 
lw~ ···on tho respect and approbation ot all 
sections Df rlle cm-:.11nnnit'.~. aucl no C~-oYernor 
will lcwe th" ~hm·e, of Qneemland with 
rnore rr ~:peeL or \Yi t-h grettrr feelings of 
l''.'gret t'_lC popui::tec than Slr l\Iatthc\v 
:\athan. sincerely trust that the pl':1Ctico 

"·hi eh 
11ot. according to 

luerul.H'l'S 011poSito. 
tint Wf' shall still hayc 
e;, as the Go\-crnors of 

and especially in this Stal'l 
The peincipJc has \\'OrkC'cl 
and it is far bett,,r to haYO 
nf Hi :\laic ty coming to 

Sratc than to h1YE' a rnan in 
who is tramn1el1cd by party 

and prejudice. as \\·oulcl be inYolved 
appointment of a political "has 
Apart altog-eth ·r from the splendid 

l'~fnlt 1\~hich ac('ruo to the State by the 
.appoinhnent of an OYerseas Governor, J..vho 
traye]s through the State. takes notice, and 
u:-;cs his cxpt:rience on his return for the 
benef1t of this State, I still feel that there is 
a. little bit of ,,entiment in hrtving the 
Governor appointed fron1 the centre of the 
En1pire. The appointn1cnt of a Home repre­
sent:ttive binds the Stat0 to the Crown and 
Empire. I know that hon. members oppo· 
site would like to cut all that out. 

:;\lr. \YEiR: Thev cut YC'H out last night. 
(Laughter.) ·· · 

::Ylr. KI?\G: I haw still that little bit of 
sentimer;t which I hope I shall never lose. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER : Sentiment ong.ht to 
begin at home. 

l\Ir. KI::\G: I would like to refer to the 
remark;; which haYc just bllen from the 
Premier. I wish particnlarlv to dea.l with 
Lio references to the Xatio!1al 'Cnion. It 
11ppears to me most extraordinary thnt the 
Pre'.:nier should get up in his place· to deliver 
an 1n1port 1nt ~pc0ch and that the Treasurv 
lx~nchc-: ~ 1'. ,dd ~Jo practically cn11AY- Thc-1~ .... : 
y,-·ls. 11ot, ;:~pplrcntl~·. a narticle of interf'st 
sJwwn in l1is spfech bv his follo\vcrs or the 
rrprr<.;;entatiYcs of the 'Go,-prnrncnt. 

GoYEIC~]lE:\T ::\IE:\IBL-tS: Oh. nh ~ (and r1i~~ 
"~'ll t .:. 

-:\Ir. F.
1 

.-\· CooPr=n: Ju~t llnYc a lGok at yoTt' 
O\Yn ra JJKS . 

::\Ir. I\:IXG: \_-es, I sec our O\Yll rallks. 

::\lr. KI"'JG: Let me refer fo>· one moment 
10 the Xational 'Cnion. It was ctl! very 
J,lca"mt for the Premier to make his state-
111e11ts abont the ::\ational L:"nio:l, aud, if there 

jnstif\cation for them, the.-- would 
n1ore. intercsti1;g reading, bt~t tho1~e 

anon fo1· tnc hon. g·enLen1an s 
-sycrytl'illg· the hon. gen'fleman said 
-Sarlonal -Cnlon and the Country 

~rr·,7 in connf'ction ,,~ith ih..1t 
i:) 011 an ab;;;olutclY rotten founda-

tion. I 1nadc a :::;taremcnt wh.~n the C·Juntry-
l)ro.QTe:- in: can1~~ into being, _and l 
La\~: not YC'<:red tnnt &tatcn1cnt 111 any 
:-.ha pc or ~orLL I • .:1id that \Ye \Vcre not 
cnnnpctc _l in an~: IY,(,.,. with the ~atio~al 
t:niol!. and tJn~ ;Jo3iti0n rcn1ains the sa1ne. 
Thi-:: C(n.lntr~--Pl·ogTCf'- iYc 11arty has not, and' 
lH'YC'J_. ha,· had. connection \vith tho 
).:atiunal t -nion. has r:ot received any 
fpnJ~ frrJttl rht~ ::'\<,tional 1)nion, nnd has no 
e.'qwdat1ou of rc·cc'iYing any such funds. 

:\Jr. : You must be getting your 
Ennd·-, Gern1a:ny, then. 

:\lr. KI:\G: \Y c arc not getting them from 
compulsor:' !c1·ie> on the rank and file of the 
workC'rs. \Ye have s0t up the necessary· 
authority, a11d arc getting the rnone:r we 
11ccd frmn voluntary sonrces. 

i\h. CLAYTO>:: There is no levy on the 
publicau~, C'ithcr. 

l\Ir. KI:\G: All the• remarks made by the 
Premier in connection with the Xational 
t't:'ion are based on extrach the hon. gentle­
lt1ali has read fron1 the "Courier." and all 
the articles in tht~ '' Courier" are based on 
an a:':-.umption \Yhich the " Courier" kno\vs 
has 110 fotmJation. I sav that deliberately_ 
I desire to tell hon. members that the 
" Courier" did its best to trv to trap me into 
al!~wcring ct'rtain que~tions: which I wou!d 
no!. fU1SWC'r. I said that I had givPn a pla111 
s1ntonH?lH \Yhicl1, if the I(ing's English n1eans 
anything, meant "·hat it. said. I stated that 
thi' partY lmYc nothing !o do with the 
~ntional ~Cnio1;: that if the "Couri0r" was 
tr;; ing to trap rne into n1aking: a :"taternent 
\\·Lif'h \Yonl~l bL: tuc,:-not fer the benefit of 
1 he r:-mutn--Progrcssi\~c pan·,·, bnt for a stick 
or clnb ,:ith \\Lhich to bui.g the Xational 
L.,.nion--I \.':a-3 not going to proYide that stick. 
A· ... the ~arnc till1C. tho XGtional LTnion has 
:my .··,\Tlparhy. -

:\Ir. ][,., '1\'l~nt ·1hout the agreement of 
thr· ]9th .Januilry of this year? 

Lvft ~· 1 1h' (\J 

1 t··,· then s.•paJ·;1tr:.· 
:tfl'nir.;; has ended. 

:! 1 r. 
the ~fll 

cnncrl the split in 

}lr. l-:I~l~ I an1 not. going to anS\Yer 

:'\ov,' I 
S])C'{~Cil. 

(GoYernlc.cut lanfrhter.) I 
a"k ;yhat caH;··:'d the ::-:plit in 

that c :mer! tho election of 
fnr Brnven as PrPmirr. 

l sa' c:m ph a ticall.'.r 
L'"'""-PfO!::!.'l'CSSive 
'the c\ational 
\Yhat I am 

gcntlmnan1 s 
ont""; the poorest 

Yri:-.:··T_\:\r t·:)· 

ltllirnt-!L 
a ch~IiJ:-~rZI tc attcnlph 

(''er 1naJ(.__ 
r of tlw Go•:ernn1ent 

to justify his party .. 

H.ing. 
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H wa• the poorest attempt I ever heard, and 
as to ans>vering the criticisms of the leader 
of the Opposition. it was only an attempt; 
it vas nothing .approaching an answer. 

~Ir. BRt:CE: The hon. member for 
\Y ynnun1 is n1aking notes. You be careful. 
(Laughter.) 

11r. r::IN,G : hon. n1ernber for 
\Yynnu1n B well to look after himself. 

GOYEHX::\IE::;T :J.l:r:1rBEBS: J:Icar, hear ! 
E~I:,.~G: T'he la -t r:.tTt of the hon. 

speech seemed t.o me to be 
<1 futi]c atternpt to justify f'j,, O\Yll Govern-
n1ent. a bout a half a 1ninutc he 111ade 
sonw to the GoYer_wr's Speech, but 
he never mentioned anything about the pro­
gran1Ine b, fore t.he I-Iousc. That \Yas what 
v-u 'St:'l'O cxpcrting. bLtt ho seemed to be 
quite c ,,tent to rakP up the time of the 
1-Ionse jn talking about tht> speeches he made 
in support of the candidature of his brother 
on the other side of \.he border, and hi; 
attempts to answer the leader of the Opposi­
tion. Ho also made some reference to the 
ex-Premier. the hon. member for Chillagoe, 
and he denied that that gentleman had been 
kicked out of his party. I do not believe 
for a moment. that the hon. member for 
Chillagoe was kicked out of his party. At 
the same time I think that, to a very large 
extent, he lost caste with his partv, and he 
is now seebng a hav0n of rest a;vay from 
his party. He is looking for that haven of 
rest in the Federal district of Herbert. He 
is not member for the Herbert yet, and he 
has got a great. deal to do before he gets 
there. 

Mr. Bm.rcE : It is a " knotty " question. 
Mr. KING: It is a " knotty" question, 

and he will find that he will haYe very great. 
difficulty in winning that seat. The Premier 
expressf,d the hone that the hon. member 
for Chillagoe woc1ld be able to go to the 
Federal House and do for Australia what he 
has done for Queensland. If he " does " 
Australia the same as he " did " Queensland 
then I vm Vf'ry sorry ind0cd for Australia. ' 

.\fr. MAXWELL: God help us. 

::\lr. KI~G: \Yithout. being offensive in 
any way, I hope that the hon. member for 
ChillagGc not hayo the opportunity of 
0xcrci· ino' t •lcnis down thet'e. That hie 
h,as mal;·; nobody clonbl s, but I hope 
h~ \YiJl be ('11 C\11 opportnnitv of exorcisinO" 
hi::' ta.l0nts '30!nc othpr spherC than nolitic~ 
The Prc'n•i"r al-:o tncJ to rast asPersions 
upon < :rbin thnt lw,-e been made 
b:.· ) Jr. ~IcG President of the CouutrY-
Vrogrc~sin.' Party Orga.~i~:1tion. ::Vluch ~s 
th"' !jremit•r 1night like to (ast. aspersions on 
:hat polin. " 1wrtion of which has been 
giYt1ll to fhe Press. it is just as \vo·ll that 
too_n1u"h publjcit:"7 sLou~d 11ot be given to the 
pohc.Y uf ihc C,Juntrv-Progrc~sivo Partv. 
(Government laughtet.) · · 

A GoY~'1cDIE::-:T ::\TE~tBER: Ke~p it datk. 

:\h. KJXG : \V e are going to keep it dark. 
otlH'l'Wis" t.he Labour partv would 

< it. (Gm •t·nment laughlrr.}' Hon. 
rncmbers opposite ar9 ~ooking for son1ething 
to catch popular op1mon. allcl that is whv 
1hev tll" ~o put Dut. and \Yhv thc·v are trvin~ 

the stat.emc~nt of :, fr. :~;IcGi1l ~Yith 
an!,..•unt of contPlTil~t. The GoYern-

\Yill thf' CountrY-l)ro;-:-rt's"i' e Party 
in emn·~p <H1~1 at ~ tirnn whell 

<·Y will not have an opportunity of steal­
in-:.: \Yhc1t \\'C inte-nd Jo put before the 
d~-ctors. 

It is rather difficult to follow the Premier 
at a rnorr1ent's notice. He gaYA us a trc~ 
mendous number of fig-ures. but there is just 
one rr1atter I ' ou1d like to refer to in CO:l­
nre1 ion with thr' argnlTI~'llf ra i::;ccl by hin1 
\\·he_l dealing .. with incornc tnx. lie s::1id 
th'lt a in Qucc:nsla.nd with ' -;yifo and 
thrr• HLrl c.n~ing £4-rO per lll1Ul11, 

not t):J.~: 1 '· rrbat i 
qni1l' tn1c. · L p:id;;:cd :)•rt 
thr' n!ll' pn.1 his purpo::c. 
I ,, with \:ic:·oria, 
nnd Queensland 
..;t;tltds 111 

Qncrn-lnnd. Vict:Jrin. 

X et income of £3~:-J-
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Single z 15 i) l 11 ., 
}farrk(l .. + () () 18 () 

lllarrietl (1 ehild) .. Nil 0 [j 3 
:Ofarried (2 children) Nil Nil 

Net Income of £423-
Single 7 7 2 1G 3 
::\Iarrh·tl .. ;} (i 2 2 3 ll 
:lfarried (l ehilrl) .. !j 2 10 l 11 3 
Married (2 children) 1 4 0 0 18 g 

(2) Taxation per' a..pita 4 9 2 2 11 3 

(3) A veragc rn tc of tax 
pcr£1 of taxable in· 
romr-

IncliYiduals .. 19·19tl. 5·39rl. 
Companit;· 3~ 78<1. 12·00rl. 

-------- ---~~,,---·~'-----

That shows \\·ith reg-ard to the particular 
argnment which was raised by the Premier 
that. eompar0d '' ith Victoria. the conditions 
in Queensland are infinitely \\-orsc in rega:r-d 
1-o a marriN1 rnan \Yith a n1odo.ruto-sized 
fan:iiy. 

Th0 third par,-~grvph in the Governor's 
Spt'f>Ch states-

.. \\'hilP I ',m satisfitd that a large pro­
portion of Q·Iccnslancl i· and rnust remain 
pa-J·_-,raL T mn al·"o satisricd that the area 
'1.t. lltilis0d for the YDrious 

fanning and agriculture 
could bP Yn -.tJy incrc.::t:.;;ocl." 

bf'l ieYr Therr> is not the 
a re as could be 
I :'1av that the 
thci'r dnl v in 

ng-ri~ulturr.l 
'lifo ·mu't 

rlDthins 
The 110 rnctn :d 

-0 is not suffi(•if'l;tl-.-. ;1ttr·a('ti\·o 
the . ThP cond1tions of tho 

an., tc::0 on0rou:-o-:.: there is not ~11fficient 
9'1\'r>n: t1l£Tf'- 1s too mnch dictHti')n 
::\.lini :tor. Thon on t'w top of ail 

'YC' hnvr }J0,_ .. YV Iancl t~X<:!tion. ThP polic:v of 
pn•Yinnc;,; GovPrnrnc-nh in rlonnertion IYith 
n p-rict_lltu l'n 1 L. nc1:;: vta s to n 11o\Y ~rlcctnrs t ~c 
opportFPih- r' acquirino: thr f,·r('hold of the 
pi·ono-rti(·~. Thr• VC'r~~ l;r-:"t tllinQ;' that hapw 
prnrcl to Q1lN'nsl:>_nd \-YFlS that thp~·e \YCrP such 

1r; Pxi.-t"nl Thf'~ 0nnhk-d n;rrirnl-
to p-o out f!C\11lirt' their 1H'Ont'rtirs. 

,;;n 1110~ Prr> th0 ni~llf'('rs of 'the' Stnte, 
{1'1d thPT- <'f'~tni'ilv -rnr!d0 Q"onc1. Tf th0 ronr1i­
t;oP, \Yhi-i'h 0"-:is~ r! i-hrn···y;·rr0 in 
nn1\- thrt n:'~>~lC1J";-

~r..-'~ f:'!' rmie],-0]' p_j~(1 

th~n it ''' doino; at prc cnt. 

lilr, Kiwr.] 
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1905 
1914 

to take the figures For the 
during- certain pcrivds. 

1905 to 1914-

.\crc,,,, 

522,743 
, 32.56G 

Ir. ·re·~~~,~ 111 r:1nc years 269,820 

110\Y('l'~ 

1911~ 

1923 

1914 to 
1.rt. ""\\'Cl'e 

Acre 

792.568 
871.968 

lncrc "C' 1:1 n1nc ~·cnrs 79,400 

Lahdur rnlf'­

in a striking- fashion how 
the an)a. nn.dor crop ha:J 

lee-s a:" thC' ~cars go h>· under 
conclusion is further borne 
the f;gun' gi•:ing the bnd 
for the san1e perjods-

ont by looklngo at 
lLI!dlr Ck·~·t-'.pation 

19~5 
1914 

Acres, 

240,152,615 
,')1.499.703 

Incroa-..c' 1!1 nine ~.·ears 8J ,347.093 

1114 
1923 

1914 
l923 
Incren~P 
Pl~ru,ntagc 

lYlCTC'lSC 

331,499.703 
307,658.290 

Quc'Cll«1and. Other Statcc;;. 

£ £ 
38,342 000 
56,921.000 
18.579.000 

48.4 

171,755.000 
325.287,000 
153,532,000 

89.4 

The £ siNling in 1g14 (acrording to .('·lm· 
monwca lth statistic•J was NJnal to 34s, in 
1923. , The value of QnoPns!and production in 
1923 m torms of the 1914 money ,~alue was, 
therefore'. £33,483.000, which sho\vs a decrease 
from 191; to 1923 of £4.859.000 in the real 
value of procluciion under identical condi~ 
!ions of the cunrn<. ; this, in spite of a!! 
Increase 111 rwpulution of OY('r 20 Pf'l' cent" 
Taking th<' values of prodnetion fm 1914 and 
1923 at 1914 mmw Ya luc on a J10pulation 
basrs. WP get th~_: folloiYlD!.; result.-

'Value of production-

1914 JSS6 l()s, per head of population 
192~ £41 ,Ss. per head of YJO\Julation 

[2 p.m.] 

In C\ en department of indu trv primarv 
a ne! ' '•ondar. QuccnsLmd, unfo'rtunate],;:, 

tho worst results in comparison with 
other States 0f Australia since 1914. 

JHr. :HonG,\X: A deplorable thing. 

l'vlt·. KIXc;_,: Thr:se. f1r;ures, taken from the 
EcolJOn11c '~-·omnn.ssion s report on tho 
Qneenslnncl basic wage and from the Com­
monwealth u Year Book." indicate a dis­
heartening state of itffairs in Queensland. 

[Jlr. King. 

The:v show the no.sjtion in various industries 
in tho year 1914 and 1923-

Bee-

Fort ·.i ·~· nnd Fisheries­
Que L3lnnrl 
OthLl' \3ta1(;; 

~rining-

Qucen,~l<-lnd 

Other Sta tc, 

lVlrtnufactllring­
Quccns1ancl 
Oth-:1· St-~ttcs 

Totals (all productions. pri­
Jnar.' ancl socondary)­

Qtwen~l<lnd 
Other States 

.;.:-Decrease. 

Increase. 
Per cent. 

77.3 
143,7 

19.7 
80.7 

71.4 
107,3 

64.2 
70.8 

*23,8 
.5.3 

98.9 
110.9 

~8.4 

89,4 

Those fignrrs _,how that in every dcpart­
rnent of primar· and secondary industries 
ihc dc<:'J a~Ps arc rnore noticeab10 in Queens­
land than in anv other State of Australia . 

. A nether dr~:\Yback to proJuction in 
QP0('n~lalid ha~ b-~en 1nnd t~xJ.t.ion. Prior 
tn nw ntln ·t of tlw Labonr Governn1CDt, 
rhere ,,-as no Jancl taxation in Quec11sland, 
L dt sine~ that Goycrnn1crH canw into power 
tL,,,. h:1Y<' colkctcd £3,804.999 bv >Yav of 
land taxation up to 30th June, 1924. 

0 

=vrr. CoLLT~s: L\ Y('ry just. tax. 

Ivlr. E.:LXG: The hon. gcntlpman n1ay 
1 hink f.'O, but it J~i collected at the expense 
of the country. I oupposc the hon. gentle­
man does not own anv land. Prior to 1923 
the Lwd tax Pxcn1ption was ouly £300. 
Fnrtber, t\e 'Government have abolJ·,hed 
freehold, and have increasE'd the capital 
Yaluo of Cro\nl land for selection bv over 
10~. an a(·rt~. They haYe in1posE'cl a "further 
land tax for the unkeep of hospitals in hos· 
pital district>. All this taxation tends to 
dri,~o poopk from the eountr:,· into the cities 
and tmn1s. It is 1':ell to ,ee ,.,hat is the 
<exact position with regard to the drift of 
the '"Jpulation from the country to the 
ritic': anc1 t:J\YUS. For tho nint-?-:,:ear period 
bdw<,cn 1905-l 4 tho incrE ~so in the popula­
tion of thr C'itics and towns was 24 per cent. 
Bchvce;t 1914,23 the increase amounted to 
28 pet· cent. That is in the cities and towns, 
lmt S<'O how the shires fared in connection 

ith these ponulation ftgures. In the nine­
,~oar period 1905-14 the shires showed an 
increase in population an1ountirig to 41 per 
cent.. but in the simi I u period 1914-23 the 
incrcas_• only an1ounted to 8 per cent. This 
shows condmivelv that the shirc>s, repre­
c<•ntcd mostlv '~. countrv electorates, are not 
gettirJg th0. 'inc~ca~c o( population expected 
;md which is ]ustiflcd in a State like 
Qucrnslancl, hav ;ng so much agricultural 
land. The population, instcRcl of going to 
the countn, is drifting to the cities. The 
figure' I ha,·c quoted prove that fact con­
clu,~iycJy. 

}Ir. Cor.r.rc;s: Does not ihat coincide with 
the position all over the world : 
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:Ylr. KI::'\G: I quite agree that it do~'. but. 
it is happening rnore rnarkedly in Quecu-3-
land. 

The SECHET\BY roR Pt:BLIC IYORKS: That is 
not corn'ct. 

I Ylould iu:::t. Jikf:' to f:'lY Y\\Jrcl in 
Govern0r· 

o~l position. Tlt':: 

-·id nt prr:scnt on Lhc 

bv thi~ 
, ~)f '· nol lllYC 

rnorf' stnhle nO\Y: btJt 
i;;; f;triklngiy il1nstratrd 
\Y( know t1Hlt in 1915 

fct out to :; rnake the squatt0r 

:)Jr. JI.\XWELL: 'fo nwkc c \~erybod.: 

Since that 
])h:.'non1cnal 

hi ' .. onl, hw. saY·cd 
frorn 

·:vir. \Y_\RI\EX: llenr. hcttr; 

J\Ir. COLLIKS: ~o c;nch ~\et as a ·~ Renadia-
tion Act" ,,-as CYcr pw ~Jcd. L 

TIIr. KI:'\G: \Yo know that the Land Act 
th0 GoYC'rnrncnt pfls ~eel "\"'LH kno\vn as thP 
"Rf'11Udf:rl im1 Act." I do n0t ·want to tak~ 
~lp thr' tinv'. of th_~' Jiol1SC giyinrr, the iuc•·ca-"c~ 
Jn the ~HJf'f' o~ \Yool ~inct· 1914 bc;;ond 
~ayinr-_ that 1h<'l'0 has hr'Pn a 111nrkC'd in ·rCa~r: 
l1nt I y·onld l·ikc to ref·~r to the ~'xport statis­
tirs. i~1 \'t'hic11 ,,·ool hrts p}a~'f'r1 snrh an in1por-
1ant p:-ut. Tbe total YrthlP of t.110 whole of our 
oxporis in 1914 was Jl13,015,~84. a: 
with £15,782.072 in 1923. ThP total 
':Yool f'Xnortt'd ln 1914 wns £4.~>93.185. 
ligun"' jurnpul in 1923 to ,£10.42",712. 
tlwrdor0 J,p olJ 'l'Y<''l that tl•. 1ota'i Y.tlu. 
o~.;:port~. otl1er tL:.tn \Yoo1. fell hmn .J~(' ~~22--~qg 
to £5.353.360 in In oih0r th.-

of th;tp won1. 
of noo.000. Tl>c· 

nr·clit. for tl10 
1. flS tJ-;p 

"\Vonr. Pnorn:TED TX qrn:x·< ·~:\'D. 
191 t 
1923 

155. \78.740 !h. 
121913.075 :b. 

heing a shortag-e of 33,565,665 lb. during that 
period. 

At 2.12 p.m .. 
l\lr. C.\HTEH (!'or/ Curtis): :'llr. Speaker. 
bf'l. iu call att('lltion 10 tht' :::.1ate of th~._• 

J-Icm.,l'. 

Probably the aciion 
"\Ya~ 1n rt•taliation 

t~10 snHt11 attendance 
Con;nnncnt tenches 

frJecch. 

~.~r. ::\Iunc_\:\: Tl' ~\',"f~~ ahsolut,_·ly Jeliberatc. 

l:~ndm~LLdl? the phcnon1cmal 
cc;ur;l~_·d \Yith excessive 

l.JOl'l'O\YCd Ill011C), ~1 YCcl 

J"Cft'rcncc in the Governor's 
fonning di a lloyn.l Co1nn1is~ 

dPal \\ ith local governnwnt boun-
Whi],, 1ho need for this 

I rcgT:_·t a consolidating 
n1casur"~ has Lecn post­

[ Sl'C no rcttson for that post­
ponen1cn.. \Yhen the Co\"t?l'l1111Cnt ar0 consti~ 
t.uting i he per cOllllC] of that Commission I 
strc"~ thP i1n1,ortance of appointing a repre­
fwntativc fron1 the Authoritir_-~, As,<;;.ocia­

t he Comrmssion 
and spe at first­

of altcra-
1 

« ppoir~ted. \YC 
-wjll re(:ch i be high 

~ound logic set np 
:J_ft C ndcv. The 

a lllf'nlb(·r~csrwCiallv ~l 
of the Go Pl'nlncnt-i:~ not llkeh~ to 
pHlJ1ic confidenc1, as thrtt "!llCl~1ber 

\Yon1d be a prcjudic~d adiuclicntor. It is 
~!ln:10st a rNletlon. going back to the o1d-tiinc 
\Yagc, Doard, with this diffc'rencc, that only 
the C'n-:plc:yL1 C \Vi1l be rcpres-:'ntcd; conse­
quently, it will be a clae" tribtmnl. 

I won1d like to make :-<o.no rc:ference now 
childhood endowment. This proposed 
lation is the er( ,I of the ~rave on 'vhich 

GoY,'Ullncnt hope to win tlF next gen0ral 
r·l0{·tio11; 1 hcrr- i" no doubt abont tha r. TheY 
lto1w to p;nll the ekc·tors to Yotr for them, ln;t 
I do not think it i· going to b~ the popular 
cry 1hat thc•y think it is. 1 1hf'rr~ i~ no objc•rtion 
OJJ .~;enc-·a1 prinC'ipk.::~ to child cndow1ncnt, 
'1PJY1dcd 1lnt the ·~ orkcr recognises that ho 
b ::_1 .... ,\ nnrlt-·r sornc obligation to a~:.:ist. 11r. 

in " The· Next Step ') Expresses 
{~'K'nno of the basic wage thus-

,, It 1" <-he dni:y of CTtlploycrs to pro-
Yid, c :r 0f the products of industrv such 

{ ~nt EL~ \Yill Pnablc all Clnr)lovees 
, mllies to live according to 

'ta.nclards of reasonable 

,,-jJ! deny that tho 
to a wage sufficient to 
rr rc.c.sonablo standard of 

is also the dntv of the em­
tbat c·fficient scr~·ice that will 

er tn 1nakt' tho product of 
about tho desired result. 

Jlr. King.] 
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It will b~ remembered that the Basic \Vago 
Comtnis::-lon in 1920 reconunended a, basic 'vugo 
of :B5 16,, That was for the typical family 
of a n1un, n.nd thrco <'hildron. This 
wncz :flx:('d on prcYailing in November, 
1920, and ,, .. as subject to \ ar1ations cf prices. 
The lat(' Co~nmornvcalth Statistician, Jvlr. 
I<\:nil.,l_-<;: 1 on a re fen :lt ,, being rnade t·O hin1, 
srotcd-

" Such n vvn.ge cannot 
ndult ('ITlnlOYCC". bC'( ,lUSC 

clueC'd wealth of th·, 

b• paid to all 
the whole Tlro­

i~;cln(Ji_ng 
ull that portion of 
now f(oes in th~ 
ployet:s, '·ou]d not, 
n n1ongst ernplo\'TCE''·· 
weekly anwunt. '' 

\~'t:nltn \YHJCh 

of profit to cm­
divided un equalh· 

yield the \wccsfar}~ 

The SPEAKER: Order' The hon. mem­
lwr has exhansk'd the time allowed him by 
Standing Orders. 

:\Ir. COLLIKS (Jiolccn): I have listened 
very attentively to the speeches delivered by 
hon, members opposite, and I cannot say 
that I am very much wiser than I was before 
they delivered their speeches. I desire to 
congratulate the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply on the able manner in 
which. they carried out the>ir duties, and I 
tlunk m a very short space of time thev will 
be able to hold their own amongst the ablest 
debaters in this House. (Hear, hear!) 

On the question of the appointment of 
State Governors, I want to be quite clear. 
I have always taken up the attitude I 
am going to take up this afternoon. I am 
not here to criticise the present Governor, 
wh1ch I would not. hesitate to do if he 
deserved criticism, because I claim that the 
representatives of the people at all times 
are ever and above the Governor. But we 
are here to affirm what we believe, as a 
LabDm' party, is a right principle. We do 
not .as a party believe in Imperially­
appOinted Governors. \Vhat wo believe in 
to-clay is t-he appointment of !Deal Governors. 
I am well aware that a few years aO'o we 
stood fer the abolition of Stato Gov:rnors. 
Personal10:, I would have much preferred 
that posrtron to-day, but, like a goDd soldier 
I haYo to fall into lino with i.he I,abou; 
part,-'s programme which was adopted at 
the Emu Park Convontion in favonr of the 
appointrm ni locnl Gm·crnors. 1\ot that 
I think that going to bo the ulution o£ 
the w01·king mO\·emcnt. The reason I 
an1 supp<:rtin; it i~ bcca_nso it is a step in 
advance 1n r·onn0ctton v 1th the aovcrnn1ent. 
of this State. \Vc have a right fo say who 
sha 11 lw the GoYC'l'f!or of this State-not tho 
~ml~crial _authoritie-s. but the people living 
m (,,uccn,!and. If we arc to have Governors 
in 1he futurP-·which I have no doubt we 
shall haYo for some time yet. be•crtuso the 
nFtss of the people arc consorvati\Tc-if 1ve 
:'ro to han'. thom, lot HS hope th,_ct the clay 
1 not far dr.otant when they will be elected 
bv a direct voio of the people. I am one 
of those \vhD believe that Governors do not 
fulnl anv mefnl functiDn. and wo have to 
rr~llsn that in the ngc \YC' nro living in what 
rnrght have bP<'n Yery ' o1! for fathers 
P!td cur gr:nd:athPrs i-, not \' for us. 
\YP arr Ji,~-in°' ,in ~t difff'l'C'nt nn·c Hltorrethcr 
I !his morninrr thP lun~ mrmb~r f01: 

·-r- _;-tn, En~·li~hrnc;.n-~-ti\e Hight 
d. _H. fhotJlas:. a nlrTnber of tho 

1-io'~l"i? cf Conrmon3. 

A GoVERN}JENI' )InmEH: A Labour man. 

. l1 in g. 

JYi:r. COLLI::\'S: A Labour man; but I 
want to qvote another Englishn1an in con­
nection with this " flurnrnerv" that \VO seo 
a rtachcd to the· ope11iug of Parlia1ncnt, and 
.::1 ·J in coniE:ction \Yith GoYcrnors in g-eneral 
-a far man that Mr. Thomas. 
Thnt Paine-one of the g-reatest 
rnen cycr produced. This is tYhat 
he 

'' lt i<:' b~T disto1·tedly exalting so1ne 
J·;c·n th. others are cE:::tortcdlv dcLaBed. 

of mankind arc clegradedly 
the hack: round to bring 

fnnYrnd \Ylth g-reater glare the puppet 
~ho'" of State and aristocracy." 

The uttor;ll' '<' of Thomas Paine ov·~r 100 
year-., ago 1~ r.s true tv-day as IYh·:n it \vas 
nttercd. That is in reply to the hon. men1~ 
b~r lor Xumlah. \vho quoted .t living Eng­
li«lmran to-dny, tire Right Eonourablo J. H. 
'Thornas. I arn quoting a rnan \ivho has ..:1 

\Yorld-\vide repntation, and so long as 
literrriure lasts in connection with the Eng­
li!3h language hi3 name \vill live and ·will 
bo among the immortals so far as Great 
Britain is conC'erned. 

Thr,!'O a n• two or three paragraphs in 
the Cfo\'ernor's Speech which I intend to 
dr-nl wit~1 this afternoon from my viewpoint 
-first. the paragraph which reads-

" It is now intended to amend the 
arbitrn tion la;,v and to extend and 
improve its authority by tho creation 
of a conrt to be called the Board of 
Tratle and Arbitration. This tribunal 
will hrtvo judicial and also administra­
tive powers. As well as exercising the 
functions of an Arbitration Court, the 
Board will be charged with the duties 
of collecting statistics and of fully inves­
tigating all n1attcrs connected with 
larour and industry and economic and 
social problen1s." 

A very good paragraph. indeed! I romem­
hcr full >vd! tht' speech which I de>livered 
in this Hou~e when the Industrial Arbitra­
tion Bill was introduced in 1915. It is to 
ht• fCJulld 1n "IInn~arcl."' yol. cxx .• page 
817. .\t that tiwc I said-

" v.-o do not state--at lent I do not­
that this measure is the be-all and end­
all of this great movement." 

I wanted to couvey at that time that it was 
not the br-al\ and cml-all of the great 
Labm:r mcvc•ment. Further on, I said-

" cUter the Industrial Court under 
ilt;, Bill be prc,idcd over by a 

h.~ re sa.v th"t it c ll depend on that 
c 110t altcrC'cl ll1Y view in that 

Arbitration 'depends upon 
1hc jmkf', and his decisions 

final. I romcmbPr that I 
my ,elf for iho position if the 
i .J get justic··. I do not want 
to think for ono moment that 

aP-1 an applic:nt for the position as 
outlined in the GoyprnJnpnfs programrre 
in rcgan1 to a la:nnan bPinp: appointed to 
the~ bench. (Oppo' ition 1au~htcr.) I ha Ye 
no hc''\ltation iu saying that much \Ylll 
dcpc•HI upon that la~·mnn. If that lnym:m 

the coLnag-0 \Yhirh I hopr• J1e \Yil1 
·er n--:av be appointe-d-- to spe 

].;; do~lC to the rnass ·:i' the 
1 ,( :·fJJ', r~w1 1:1, · ju_ . .::tiC"c 1-:rill rlor;e 
th( '1\.ll'k: t~---1: u:-0 I 
111 tha: ;J!llP '~PN'eh of 

1~<~'"' ni1H_'
1
:1 ~n lrlf'n 

i;u,r,;·P nch as \\' ,· J't' 

c~nr ~-\rbitration Court judge:: 
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I am one of those who believe, after 
all, that while they ,may have the legal 
training mentioned by the deputy leader 
of the Opposit.ion a few moments ago, 
they have not got the vvisdom or experienc{', 
and know verv little as a rnle about the 
stru.,r;los and 'trials of the macses of the 
peorie. A:o: I said a n1o1nent ago, much \Yill 
depend upon the couragG of the layman 
whorn we n~ny plttco upnn the ~~rbitr<1tio-r1 
Conrt bench. As a rnle, the pendulum 
generally swings on the side of the capitali.st 
class, and does not swing in our direction 
as we] I as. in 111y opinion. it ought to do. 
Hon. mrmbcr:, 1:ril1 notice in tho paragraph 
I have ju.st quot"d that the Board will lw 
charged with the dnty of collecting statis­
tics. It is quite rruo that "-o had an 
Econon1ic Corrnnis~ion not long ago, but. n\;) 
a representative of ihc working class n1ove~ 
1nent. I g-ot vcr:<- little useful statistics from 
its rrporf. In fact, I have begun to doubt 
whrther as \Yorking class Tepresf'ntatives "\vo 
arc right in depending on learned professors 
to lead us towards the higher ideal which 
is the objective of the movement. Whilst 
in the collection of statistics the Board of 
Trad,, i,; all yery well in its way, after all, 
we ore the representatives of the people­
that ehonld be put in great capitals in 
"Hgnsard," "THE PE10PLE "-and \Ve 

·who are the representatives of the people 
have the power to create both the Arbitra­
tion Court of judges and a Board of 'rrade. 

:Mr. MonGAN: You do not represent half 
of the people. 

Mr. COLLIKS : I am going to use a fm,· 
statistics mvself this aftC'rnoon for the benefit 
of wh<tt I ·,hall call the Greah•r Board of 
'Trade--that is, the people of Queensland; 
ancl I am g-oing to draw att.ention to the 
position 'vhi{·h exi;,ts in Queensland in regard 
to incomes. It may be argued that I am 
obsc"cd with this idea. as to we.tlth pro­
duction and who gets it. It is quite true 
that in 1911, when sitting in Opposition, I 
deliverPd a speech de a ling with this phase 
of humnn 11rogr'-';;:;';;:, and I am not going to 
back (io,Yn no-o:"-, b~ C':lUS(:) I ~till belieYc -that 
I am right. \Ye heard fi•:urn quoted this 
ITlOrning in reference to ·wealth production. 
The flgnre.J I an1 going to quote arc sup­
plied to H!8 by the RC'gistrar-Gt :l"'ra], nnd 
if he is '>"' ronQ', it is no fctult of n1jne. Thcv 
show ihflt th0- v.-llnr• of 1;-ralth production i;,~ 
Qnf'!?no;:hnrl in 192~ 1 -n~ £60,841.865. nnd in 
1923 £63,583.439. nr. incrra'c nf £2,741.574. 
That i", a Yf'l',Y inrrcasr, indc·cd. fo1· 

tlu-::.t \Ye are not going 
The nr\"t question '\Ye lJaYe to 

1H·n cL•tding \Yit-h wealth pro­
,, \\'ho p;0t' the 1venlth 9 " I fltHl 

frorn the Jax rc'nrns for 1923 that ''"" 
]w d 2.332 IYit lJ l11COlY12S of OYC1' 
£1.000. ~ totu1 taxable incv1nc of 
£5.511.191. nnd 4.:g con111:-tnics with incomes 
of U' r'l' £l.OriJ, ' ho" total tFtxablc income 
''"a" £6.:-.::5.723. c,· a (of·al between th0 two 
:Ja,,ec. of £11.896.914. Then. again. inclndcd 
~n ilwt IHnn1wr ~Yr' haf~ fift_v-h:vo pPrsons with 
Ill' ornt•s nho,-c £10.008. 1vhoso iotfll taxab1£> 
inco -H~./monnt:'d to £950.430.- An? forty of 
il1, · •I1t:T-t.wn '"~'l'P paf'tornhst;-; \Vtth a tax-
aLl- of £764.080. Th0 point I ,yant 
t., T e-1n1ha-..i~c iL in order to 

bo11t ? nJorC' _•oual di:-'.­
d Can ~o:-ietr. hopr to 

of tirno v:hrn 2.332 
rr1nlpa11it•_o;: tnlu• a little over 

n! 1h(' \Y0<"1lih rlror.:htecd in this 
Stale?" I appoal to that Greater Board of 

Trade, the people of Queensland. They 
should know the true position. That is a 
s;stPm which brought about the decay of the 
anDient dYilisation, and it ill destro:.r our 
rncdorn ('ivilisation unle,·s a remedy is found. 

J\lr. J\IORG\o:: Even under a Labour 
Govcrnrnellt? 

:\ir. COLL1 ~8: I ha.-e told the House from· 
tirnc to Hnu:: ihrrt \'VC can onlv advance one 
S1Pll at R tirnc. \Ye have tnkt?n n1any stcpsy. 

but ther(~ still r0rnain many 
[2.30 p.m.] ,;tq"' to he taken b-efore we can 

· n•aeh our iclC'al. At any rate, \YC 

arc going in that direction. I _.._ay once rnorc, 
ancl rny fignrr"' ('annot be disputed, thar in 
this State of Qneen:-:;land we an- follo\Ying on 
e.,.-actlv the san1c lines ns LlH'Y are fol1o~Ying 
in the' United Eingdom, the ·1..'nited Statr•s, 
Bnd Yarious portiDns of Europe, ~o far as tho 
prL·~ent capitalistic systm11 i- coticc•rned. \\'hat 

.... \TC' ha Ye got to a in1 at as a La Lour pa rt3 
and as a Labour Government is to bring about 
a PlOl'l' equal distribution of '.Yealth. 

:\Ir. ::WoRGAX: The same old parrot Ci'Y· 

Mr. COLLI~S: The Arbitration Court 
has not gone as far as it should have gone, 
and up to the present it has not taken into· 
con!'idt1 ration the figures just quoted b:v n1e. 
I take it that in the future Arbitration Courts 
and Boards of Trade". foliowing on the pro­
posal to collect statistics as outlined in the 
Governor' o Speech, will be able to prove oul.' 
case better than those concerned have been 
able to do in the past. It is quite true that 
from time to time the Union ad.-ocatcs, when 
endeavouring to obtain better conditions for 
the employees, have pointed out the unjust 
position in Qucenslond. They have done their 
work fairly .,-ell; there is no getting away 
from that. As I said in my speech in 1915, 
and I am not g·oing to alter it now, it depends 
upon tbf' jndg·c~vrhethcr he is a professional 
man or a la,'man. It is all vcrv well to sav 
that professional men are not' biased. and 
that laymen will be biased. l\Iost men are 
more or !us birrs~d. \Vhat we want to se& 
is that the 1ayrnen who go on the bench 
Hn~~erstand the Labour n1ovcn1cnt, and at'O 

imbued v ith Labour iclt•nls, and \Yil! end(~a­
YOUr to bring abont a. n1or cqnal distribu­
tion of >Yo-Llth. I nm not after the iob. I 
b:l\-e no intention of taking it. eYen ·if it is 
nfl'rrod to me. I haYe no hesitation 

that he able to fill the 
other 1 eprcscntative 

the bench. The 

of opinion. dtcr a 
socitd needs and 

thnt the tinH 
n sclF'rnC> of 

ro motLcr'. 
not adequately 

nH'·'t /he,hum<
1
ln. ncc:d~ of the- ,,_-?rk.cr whn 

has tatnd~· oultgat1nnt::, aHd 1t 1;:; con­
fidl'ntl~- expected that th~' ElCn~ure in 
contl'rnn1i~tion \Yill do rnuch to in1prove 
the f'Ocial and c2orornic cc·nditions of the 
peorJlP." 

I <nn not. in n positio~1 to Olltlinc 
tail, but t·o the l10st of JDY 

to · ,-hat h·•s ·!er! 

111 

Call-ins.] 
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( 1untrics of the world. It sho\v that 
idt>as lllO\'C VL'l'\' :"]owl \·-~ycrv indeed. I 

luu{d .111 cSsaT,? wi·ittc11 bv the Re\~. 
entitled "The Pr:incipl0 cf 

\vas ·written in the yea1· 
will sny, " \Vhat has 

ro \\ ~th rhilclhood cudo;Y­
l• 'fon I , it down I shall con 

oa childhood endo'.' ment up 
'Y c arc all that in 

F1-<IJJ('t' and ;-;on1c otht'J' ::J c-on1vanit>"' 
an"' ub'"idi~;i!lg' tbc n1en \Yith 
L1n.dlit: o\-Cl' and abo\·e tht_• sin~de 

as I kn~~w. 
\YOd.j tO 

rL:tc-· upon 
U.Jildhood l 

that, in hi 

mtJ..·-:tu of 
pointed 

:i'<1TC' a.;; t'tJC' 

that it ·,a;:; 
gTo1T th of population. God·wiu, in c.p .su· 
to t!Je o~~tn11 ascd thc~c \Yords--

" In Dnt· , oclt:·tv it is tbe distri-
bution. production that iB t f ,, ' a 

j of production that i dt 
S 't a tP. or in any other Sta tcs cf 

enlth: it is the qur''tion of 
ter rlisteibution Df the Fcalth that 

That is a, problem that ;, 
the atJcntion of statesmen to-da v--

. 'a_ny ~L~tf--:.:mcn. It].:; a big problC.::n. 
9-ochVH1 po1nt0d out that it wa·:; a nroblcrn 
Hl hi~ day-er c'l' 100 ago-to ffien \Yh') 
songht tc> g'OY, Later on, in 1873, 

splendid work Df his 
PoYcrtY~' endeaYOUJ'Od 

of , 2\faJthm. HP 
our that. -.vas '10 need 1·o restrict 

ns 1~c}Y0~a_te~, h: the RoY. JrlaHhu,:-. 
cnt et n1 tln:-: "-- lu11nbor to hon. lllt'UJ-

qqotlng· · refcr0uce to thn birth 
rnt.r•. T <llll a fe\Y, be-cause in 
r0fz·n cc• to on childhoo.J 
C'!J }J'-\ nH•nt it 1~ JJPcc.ssarv to do so. Th~. 
l'C'!lLt rk of \-ictnr I-1 ugo-- ·· 

rari.:; thinks to-dav. Fra1Y'2 
1o-nwrrow, nnd later all ~Europe,'' 

l'>e!l br quot0d t.C'-clav. t-Iad he beon 
to-cL\-- hl· conld ha-n~"' sairl-

hnYe established in. cgard to 
of popnlation the w~rlcl has 

I ohall deal with the birthrate of Queens· 
lnnd and quote from tho " \DC of Qrwens­
lancl Statistics " for.· 1925, page 184. Hon. 

turn tho figures up them~ 
so dcsirc-

YrnL STATISTics-DmTHS, 

Que' nsluncl. 

Ru tc rwr 1.000 mean 
1861-70 
1871-80 

population-
43.61 
33,85 
24.89 1923 

i.\Iy next 
Book 

the-

arc from the " Dailv l\Iail 
for 192f page 116. They are 

C•1ited Kingdom. 

Rate per l,DGO n1can 
1913 

p,_lpulation-
20 
20,7 1922 

The ligures £or 1922 are the latest· that are 
and they ,,how a decrease per 1,000 

Britain. X ext \VO ha Ye the figures 
C'omnromYealth o£ ,\ustralia-

Commomecalth of .1ustralia. 

Rate per 1,000 mean population-
1923 23.78 

Those fignl't, tu·e taken frorn the "Official 
'r. Book of the Comrnonwcalth of Aus-

France. 
R: tc per 1.000 111can popnlation-

1822 19.4 
,,.o ban: Germany, 

id0a. about 
bcC'n dt:er( 

C(l'/{Uli'}J. 

H,atc fLr LQOO m0Dll popnlation-
1921 26.1 

It will therefore bo Gc·<n that there has 
Lrcn Et dr-{TP'l.3C in the conntri"~ n1ent ioncd in 
t'le birth rate. 

son1c hon. n1en1bers opposite are 
w hero this monov for childhood 

enclown1cmt _ip to con1e fr'Onl. Those hon. 
members need not \YDrry. This party will 
toll them at the proper time where the 
moncv is to come from. Hon. members 
opposite never asked us (,hat queotion when 
the war was on, \Ve could get thousands of 
millionc, for the slaughter of human beings; 
thcr(~fore we have a right to say that \Ve can 
get th _ necf'S."J_ry Inillions, if required. for 
the future citizens of this State. After all 
t,hc children arc the most vn!uable asset that 
the State can have, and the future of this 
State \Yill depc,nd on the training we give 
our children and the T 1v wo foed our 
childrPn. J'\o one will say tl1at a man on the 
baRic ",Yith a ·\\·ife and seven or eight 
chilfh'en. r oing to l'ea.r then1 in tho lap 
of luxury) although I arn --·:illing t.o admit 
that r:ycn l1nd0r tlu: condltions existing to­
cla•· those people are much better off than 
w0rc their (~C]uals in the days of rny youth. 

The ncccssarv monov could be fJund for 
the v.·ar. rtnd the neceisarv rnoncv should be 
found for childhood eror!owme"nt. What 
Qucemb Llcl thinks to-dny the Commonwealth 
thinks to-lnorro;,v. rTherc arc four other 
Le hour GoycrnnH'llts in _A_ustra lia, rrnd we 
·'liC' 1<t:;ing the foundrttion-stone for those 
four States. We arc also pro,-iding a scheme 



4ddras in Reply. [4 AuGLST.] Address in Reply. ()3 

for the Commonwealth to take over ihe child­
hood enclO\nnPnt proposal at the right time, 
bl'"ause I think they are the proper 
ar1thorit·· who ohonlcl control childhood 
enc1o,,m0nt. EYcl'V consideration should be 
zi Yen to ' sec that the founda-
tion-stone w tho scheme 
n>a0 be by otlwr States 
of the and the Common-
wcallh it,r·l every civilised conntry 
in the '• 

I c1u tww pass from childhood endow­
ment to "Omo Icrno.rks that ha,~e been rnado 
about 'Cor-rlary indw•trles. It is quite 
true 'i\' Eihou1d ha ,~c secondary indus-
tries in thi.-: State' and i!l this •CoL.ti110ll­

v;calJ-h. \Yhy? Bccau~o 'iYC ha ye pl,lrti­
cally a Y;rgin counir~' to develop as con1-
p; rc'd -v;·ith ~ontP of the older countries of 
the 1Yor1d, \Yhirh, to a largo extent, are 
etlrcarly clcvelonod, and \Ye should h11ve a 
markc't hero for our primary products­
that is, if lYe arc going to expand as v;o 
ought to cxnanci. At one time Great Britain 
wa" the •n,-rbhop of the '' }rld. That dav 
is rwst, and no1.v ncDrly every conntrv ill 
th0 world is becon1ing a nlallufactllring 
couJ1try, and the people in Great Br-itain 
:l.rC up an·ain;;;:t, one of thQ biggesj- problerns 
thcv hnYc cYn h:H1 to dF d \Yith in the 
'~h01c· But Y\f"- nr,~ nut 

Great BriLtin as 
development of 
Our Common­
as it ought to 

SOCJ11c1·li'V indns~ 
· that 

iron and steel 
sug,:;cst to hirn 

np -,yith the prc~cnt 
it for all it is worth, and 

the iron and steel works 

:\1r. G. P. D.\R:\ES: At Bowen. 

:\1r. COI.LI::\"S: Of course, at Bowen. 
'\Vhj' nnt' HcnYrn has e :erything neccs ·uy 
for the establishment of iron and stcrd 
worb. which ·houlrl be one of the gT•':llc,;t 
industries in thr C'ommomw alth. '\Yhat aro 
i he Con1n1ornrenlth doing in that 0in:ct~on? 
Th0y r rC' able Lo shovi.T a surp1us c~ach 
financial :·rnr. '\Vhoro do thcv ,,et 1hat 
surplus? Th.c-ir principal s,)urrc of i'_;·\~c)nue 
to~Unv is froln customs and excise. In nther 
''TordS, theY have a revenue tariff-1~-ot r 
prote('tlonis~t tariff. hut a reycnu· l:riff_ Of 
C'oursP, they are lifting i·he taxation on tho 
bi&;her inf'cnnc.: of their frie-:1d:o-quite 
IH1tnral-n1·cl putting it upon thr! lJenpl.: 
unric1· the guise of a revenue tnriff. Th')t is 
whot th0v rrro doing-. Is that. staiosman­
shir? Is that building- up tho Common­
wealih as tho,v onght-to build it up? What 
j- the use of talking about secondary indus­
tries being Psta bliRhed if no effort is being 
made to o<h blish them-if no effort is m ado 
by th<' Commonwealth to g-ive the assist­
once that is necessarv for ihe establish­
ment of secondary industries? We should 
first of all stancl for Queensland as Queens­
Ianders; and secondly, we should stand for 
the Commonwealth as good Australians. 
That is what we have to stand for if the 
State and Commonwealth are to become 
great. 

I will now pass on from secondary indus­
tries at1d deal with another paragraph m 
the Governor's Speech. That Speech is 

Yt r:\· intore~ting if it. is exan1ined closely, 
an 1 I thm:.c'ht the Opposition would have 
r·xan1inccl it 1nuch moro closely than they 

0 

did. 

The SElRET.iRY FOR AGRTC'CLTl!RE: They 
nre too tlrE'd. 

Mr. COLLI:r\S: If !hey nrc too tired, I 
sngg'l ot ilwt they dcYotc a lit1l13 more time 
to p:1blic lift~ :Jnd lc:;;s ti111c to priYate life. 
l\r,,· I con10 tn 2_nothcr in1portant para­
graplt in the Governor's Spu~ch-

" The Comn1o111Yealth Goycrnn1ent has 
rf'CUltly {~ntercd into an agreernent 1vith 
the British Go•·ernrn.nt for the settle­
Jncnt 1n Australia. of inf'ru:tsed numbers 

assi ted n1igrants and for s- curing 
moneys at lmv ·;·ates of interest for 
purpose. In order that suitable 

He'( as of land shall hro made ayailable 
for t:Pttl~mcnt, and 1 public works 
,,ha][ be undertak~n for development 
and expansion of settlon1cnt areas, and 
for increasing the capacity of already 
settled areas to carrv greatBr l1opula­
tjon. as is conten1plaiecl- by the agrcc­
rHcnt l'{'fcrrcd to. ~~1v GoYPrnrncnt ha o 

bcPn as\:cd to co-'opcfatn with the Con1-
1)li,n\vc~dth Goyernn1rnt. Prime 

h0s tllcrefnrc a pro-
of and 

::\Ir. ~101: i-AX: The J C\i"~, (Langht~r.) 

COLLI::\"::0: '\Yltot Great Britain ought 
to the 'lPoplc ,,·ho w111 haYe to lc.lYC 

is th1s : " \Ye hn Vf' h0ro D ~urplus 
You Jta,·e hdpecl to build 

'v•'f,nlth of Great Britain. l-on 
in }lr·r honr of trinl. \VP arc ·noiY 

to the Dominions 1nillion.s of non11ds t·) 
to n1akc :;~, hoLlc ia 
is \:hat. they ongl:t 

1\-orkcr;;;: of Great Bri~·'lill 
of Great BritrriP, aud ,. }l~ll tbe:v 
~hoi'rS. P Jrcl~v haYinc built up that wealth. 
tL~' oneht to lw entitlr•cl to R share of it! 
But that is not the carit:t!ist •Ystem of colon­
~ _r,tion-that is n0t tho sYstt~m thcv bclie\e 
iu. \Yhat they pmcticall~: say to nZ is this: 
'' l:~cm ~He pn)ving yonr int0rc;;;;t reg-ularly~ 
nncl tl:orc ma,v be a Iittl0 crPrlit in that, as 

do not pa .. it ,~ike Frnn~c is payi:1g: ~t 
;:,r rn·p;;;;cnt 1JTI1C. Frnnct-~ lS not p?.'"'-l'lg Jt 
. t If \Yt1 ha cl frmn the Britl'-h (; Yern-

mnlt or the f\ritish JWOplc' tli'·" ;86DO,OOO.OOG 
oC:d lent to Rnssia-~,Yhic.h the··~ n1av never 
£"<'1 Lack-an cl t h1• £400.000.000 oJd" lent io 
Fronce, or £1,000.000,000 altogether-if thPy 
had nd.-anccd that n1nncv to this Common­
wealth of ours, then we" could have talked 
about a migration policy: then we could 
han• set out to develop this State of Queens­
land and this Commonwealth of ours with a 
big railway, road, and irrigation schemes. 
That is what. should have been done. 
WE' are told by the Press that. the 
French are practically wapping their 

Jllr. Collins.] 
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:fingers in the face of the British Govern­
ment to-dav. And why is that? It is 
became the'y are a militarist nation, and 
owino· to their numbers are able to snap 
their~ fingers at the British Goyernment in 
regard to payment of interest on the money 
they ha vc borrowed .. \Ve l;ave never s3appcd 
-our fingers at the .Bnhsh mvestor. VV e have 
met our interest bills right throug-h the Com­
mom• calth. ::-.io State in Australia has ever 
defaulted in the payment of its interest bill. 
'They whY should we not receive more con­
sidei·ation than we have received in the past? 
\Yhy should ":e have lo go down on our 
bonded knees to the British investor asking 
11im for a loan to develop a territory such as 
ours 1 As hon. members opposite say, we 
arc a part of the British Empire. Why do 
not those at the fountain head come to our 
assistance by giving us the millions they are 
spending at the present time in keeping their 
peoplo alive, knowing that we have got a 
viro-in country which should be developed. 
Th~ only way to develop it is for them to 
assist us, as outlined by me, instead of rush­
ing to the e.ssistance of some Df the foreign 
countrie3 i.n Europe. 

I want to sav a few words in connection 
with the sugar industry. To a large 
e' tent I am in agreement with my friend, 
the hon. member for South Brisbane, in 
regard to the position we find in the sugar 
industry, and in regard to that big monopoly 
known as the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
panv. \'\'e have been talking about the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company for practi­
cally a generation under Conservative Go­
vernments and Labour Governments, but up 
to the present time no Government have been 
able to tackle the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company and its enormous profits. I agree 
with the hon. member for South Brisbane 
that \vhcn there is over-production, as in this 
present year, the whole of the burden should 
not be placed on the sugar-grower, but the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company should be 
made to carry a portion of it. 'Why should 
that great company be exempt? I hope that 
in th0 event of the Labour Government 
·occupying the Federal Treasury benches--

:Hr. BRAND: Your Government allows it. 

:Vh. COLLINS : The h<Jn. member stands 
"behind the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
--nany cYcry time, so ·we can expect no 
assie.tnncc from him. I hope that, when the 
11ext Federal election comes round, we shall 
find a Labour Government occupying the 
Treasury benr11es, and that they will set 
out to clip the wings of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, and see that 
jnstic:c ]g done to the sugar gro \rers oi 
Queensland. The SJXcch of the hon. mem­
ber for South Brisbane ought to be circu­
htcd thronghout th<e sugar districts of 
Queensland; and it is a rcf1€ction on the 
::\ationnliH nH:mbcrs sittinM in the FcJcral 
Parlie.mPnt. whether thE'v call themsclYcs 
l'\ rrtiona lists or Country-ProgressiYes, that 
thc-:v haYe not raised their voices against 
the enormous profits-because they are 
enorn1ous~that are n1acle by the co1npa.ny 
in the refining of sugar. At any rate, in this 
industTv the Labour Government ha,-o done 
good ,,;ork. They passed the Hegulation of 
Sugar Cane Prices Act, which enables the 
;crow er to get good results from his I abour, 
and I hope that, P'> occasion a.rises, they 
will continuP to pass the legislation neces­
sary to enable him to continue to get as 
nearly as possible the product of his labour, 

[Mt·. Collins. 
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after taking other factors into considera­
tion. If I had had time, I was going to 
deal with i.he flotation in Kew York of that 
large loan by the Commonwealth, and I am 
sorry that the hon. member for Oxley is not 
present, because hon. members will remem­
her that in a speech here when we went to 
America for money, he d<enounced the 
Queensland Government for borrowing from 
what he termed "German Jews." Where 
does that hon. member stand to-dav? His 
remarks are to be found in " Hansard " for 
1921, pages 1336 and 1337, and if hon. mem­
bers ref0r to them they will sec that I am 
perfectly fair. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Don't look so hard at me! 
Mr. COLLINS: I am not too sure that 

the hon. member for W'indsor was not in 
the same b<Jat. (Laughter.) Events have 
only proved, as I say, that what Queensland 
thinks to-day Australia thinks to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): After hear­
ing t.he remarks which have fallen frDm hon. 
members opposite on the Address in Reply, 
and particularly the remarks of the J:ton. 
member whD has just sat down, one m1ght 
ima.gine that the Government whom they 
haYe the privilege of sitting behind were 
"Simon Pares." 

Thev would trv to create the impression 
that thev would ;10t lend themselves to any 
tactics h'av-ing for their object the obtaining 
of v-ote' from the electors and a promise that 
they would be compensated in a certain way 

in return. It has been made per­
[3 p.m.] fectly clear by some hon. mem-

bers opposite in their speeches 
both in t.he House and on the hustings that 
the \Yillowburn works at Toowoomba 'oVould 
be completed. The ex-Premier made a. 
definite ct.atement to that effect. It is per­
fectlv clear that some hon. members opposite 
ha.ve" lent themsehes to ta.ctics havcing for 
their object the obtaining of votes, and that 
is abundantly proved by the commencement; 
of the Willmvburn works prior to the elec­
tions and the cessation of work after the 
elections. I am not attributing this to the 
present hon. member fDr Toowoomba, but 
just. prior to the by-election work wa.s recom­
menced Dn the \Villowburn works. I do not 
blame the hon. member for Toowoomba for 
obtaining all he possibly can for his elec­
torate. bEt I do object, a.nd object most 
scriou" I··, to any Govcro·ncnt lending itself 
to sach tactics as haYe been adopted by the 

of Queensland. KDt only were 
·,nm-.-J,_,., \Yorks reco1nn1enced prior to 

but the Homo Secretary 
Tom•.'nomba and nddrcssocl the pcoplo 

to this effect-
" I 1dics and gentlcrncn, it is my inten­

to giYc yon a rnatcrnity hospital. 
p·,ople need a maternity hospital. 

It is. absolut.ely nec0ssary." 
:\Ir. Lr.E\YET.Yo;: That is not true. 

:\Ir. 1\L\X\VELL: I have the newspaper 
extract with respect to the matter. 

}lr. LLEWELYX'" The Home Secretary had 
already given his consent to the loan. 

J\lr. N[AX\VELL< Yes. It is a most 
peculiar thing his consent was given at 
election time. No Government should 
a..ttempt to buy popularity. When. the elec­
t-IOn was on they ~hDuld have said to the 
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people. " \V c have not the money to con­
-tinue the work at \Yillowburn. but- we have 
.£20,000 which we will lend you for the pur­
pose of erecting a maternity hospital.". I 
·want to rnake tny position clear in connec­
tion with maternity hospitals. I have no 
objection whale\ er to their being erect-ed, 
because I think they are an a].,o]ute necco· 
sity, but I do object to the tactics adopted 
by this Go,·ernnwnt: The late Premier, Mr. 
Theodorc. was reported in the " Darling 
Downs Gazetto" of 28th April, 1923, as 
stating-

" \Yith r"gard to Toowoomba the Go­
vernment haYe never been niggardly. 
The GoYernment have always been pre­
pared to do the fair thing for the 
metropolis of the Downs. Mr. Brennan 
had always been on the doorstop asking 
for something for Toowoomba, and he 
.alwavs had a sound case. l\"ow that the 
work's of \Villowburn have been com­
menced some foolish people have said 
that this was an election stunt, but I 
g-ive you my word as head of the Go­
vernment that the work is going on to 
completion." 

That was in 1923, and the hon. member for 
Toowoomba knows that it was only the other 
.day that a. few men were put on to continue 
t-hat \York. 

Mr. C'\RTER: Why not? 

:\I r. ::\1 \X\YELL: 'There is another elec­
tion in the air, and the Government are 
try-ing b.v subterfuge to secure the votes of 
tho3c pPoplc. If that is not hnving vot·~s 
and holding out the usual bunch of carrots. 
I want to know what it n'eans. The hon. 
rnembr·r for East T~O\\·oon1ba, in speaking 
-on the rrwtter of railwav construcbon with 
reference to Toowoomba, ·is thus reported in 
" Hansard " for 1923-

,, In the matter of building raihvavs 
"''d of loan money, I wish to call atten­
tion to the wav in which the Government 
juggled with 'the Loan Fund. That is 
one of the methods which is answerable 
for tho result of the election·. I will 
cltc hYo instan~cs. '\V e have seen \Yhere 
they juggled in tho spendinry of moneY 
on raihn1y con.~truction w-.)ri~. At ToO­
"\Yoombft \YC have vi-·ork goinO' on kno,vn 
a' tlw \\'illcnd1urn work'. \Yhat is thu 
:)('sition? I hnYc that the 
h~ ~. In,.mhc'r for ih·• I-I on. 

T. J3rennan. has to i_2'0t 

v·o~·k pnsh0d on, ·what ln 
~ id in J98G-

on. 

'Th~;i \\":~ \\·lu1 t 
;'t Too\'i·r::omb-
192\.J. Hlll~ v,-0 kn£11 

011. \Ye k1~0\V c:t!'5o 
f'll•ctions the\' f'l' nnd. a~ 
n n•'-1dt of -thnt Que"us-
!.ntci h:~~ lc .. t ,c.omc pounds 
thr011gh the datnag~· done to the \\ork 
,,-hich was tbm ldt unfinishccl. As I 
pJiJltl.·d out, a few night~ ago, ln~t \'C'rlr 
1Ye a~kcd that 1 hi~ \\ or1{ n1ight. be 
rccorrln.!cncod, and vvc 1vere told that 

thete \\ u.:s no mon0y available; but, 
wh0n the elections can1e on unex­
pectedly, this work was immediately 
stal"!Pd, and I was somewhat concerned 
as to how these things were brought 
aLnut. I saYv~ "\Vorks being comn1enccd 
ir.:. rnany places: consequently I have 
gon0 to the trouble during tho last few 
\Yecks to nw.ko ":ome inquiries. The 
E ·tima tos for the current year were 
tabled the other night, and I notice in 
thoso K"timates that there arc sums of 
money to be voted for railway construc­
tion \.Yorks 1n various centres. The ~-u.tn 
of £20,000 is set down on the Estimates 
for the ~ngine shod at Toowoomba. S-:c­
ing thatc we have £20,000 on the Esti­
mates for that work, one would think 
there would be no need for the Assistant 
Home Secretarv. thn hon. member for 
Toowo0mba, t~ address the men at 
VVillowburn works as he addressed thorn 
last Tnesdav to show them that he had 
done all that he could to get them con­
timwd in their employment and the job 
pushed along to completion. He said. 
howoyer, that, owing to the shortage of 
loan monpy and the urgent necessity for 
proceeding with work in the Burnett 
district, the work could not be com­
pletecl. Evidently a number of these 
men han> to be put out of employment. 
How is th'" hon. gentleman going to 
~qunn~ that .st.rJtement ;,.yith the ,statmnent 
b,, made in 1920? If he could influence 
the Truasurer of the day, :VIr. Fihcllv. 
to start those works in 1920 for eloc­
ticm<>cring purposes. as I clai1n, and 
then start them again just before the 
c>lcction in 1923. and then see that 
£20,00C are placed on the Estimates this 
year fm· these works, how is it that 
thf'se \Yorks cunnot be continued? The 
n'ascn that thcv cannot be continued is 
that th<: money >Yas spent prior to thC' 
c-lertions: consequently I am justified in 
~aying that these \Yorks ·were rPconl­
nwncncl to try and buy that electorate 
.:for the Government." 

Then >VL' {ind the Home Secrptar·· going t.J 
Toowron1b·l and, as I haYe pointed out. 
nl~,ilg-ing t.h!--' GoYei'ninent to erect a 1nate1·~ 
itity he .. pit. l at Tcowoomba. 

Mr. LLE\H:LYK: Ho did not. 

l\Ir. l\L\X\YELL: I eav he diJ. ar•d tJ,e 
Lcn. 1ncn1L(~J' :>:-1."1 1-vha't. ho lil~: ""· 
1 1 -,.~· c!ec·t~on 
]'1':5. f:Hi:1-

=\I~·. \Yr~~T_\.XLEY: \\.Lat 13 'iYl'Ong with 
that? 

~Ir. ::\!AX\YELL: There J_, nothing \' rong 
with it, only the infernal impudence of the 

Mr. 1Jlaxu:ell.] 
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Govcrnnwnt to put this sop up to the 
el('ctors io get vote~ for the GoYernrnent. 

}fr. \YIXST.\:.\LEY: Didn't vonr prtriy. 
·when in power, do the sa:tnc thi,ng. 

~o. Sornconc said to 
'' Unless you can get 
tadir, of tlw Labcnr 

the {+·ctors 
able to 

J\~r. ::\IcL.'CHL.\.X: 1\•11 n~ \Yhy yen left the 
L~ri "cl party? 

II~·n. .J. G. A.PJ'EL: .AnJ IYhy no~? 
(Lnng·ht, :.·.) 

: I ha Ye no o11jcrtion; 1Jut 
part nf the _)Orllp 

Dnr tbc lwn. 
object to O~lr good 

fot ~IinPs, drp·. ing in u frnck c Jat 
'' lwn he Yisit~ \V crnblcy? (LJ.nsh­

k lhn hon. rnernber's statC'rrlellt i.., 
,>oCl·iti~al I have evc1· heard. The 

and his colleagues do not hc1ic\·t~ 
iE po111p and ccremon:. until thcv get the 
opportunit~-7 to parti_·jpatc in it. 

Th-:n th" hon. n1c1nlvr for Tiuranda, \Yith 
a n1,.rc ~ .n·~~d5· h.·pocritic<ll tun1 of nlin i, 
qn:_·.AiDn<::'d 1110 Brnt <:-Page pact for 
hom;• th(_ t ·">nt r~u·t for tho hnilrling of i,·s 
fr.r Austn•lia. \Yh~· did not th hon. gPntlc~ 
nH1n dr:-!.1 it ont to his 01vn party IYhf'JJ they 
~ent contra£:ts to E11gland for tbc building of 
bridges a~:·c tho J ohnstone. I(olan~ and 
Yondaran Hivcrs? Hon. m0mbcrs oppo ,ita 
talk in rr Inost h~YpocriticLll \Ya~v ab'1ut thJ 
1vork that can be done in _Aust·ra1ifl bY "\us­
tra1ian Inen and then send it out of th0~ Stnte. 
They know that the:-' are ta.lking hypocrit.i­
cal nonsense. Hon. gPntlerrcn oppo:;;;itc went 
through the Now South \Vales elections tnlk­
ing· about what Mr. Brnco did in connection 
v, itb the cruiser contract. but the hon. gentle­
men strictly aYoided talking about their own 
Government doing precisely th8 same thin,s 
wi1'!1 those bridges. 

~Ir. WRTGHT: Whore should they be built' 

Mr. MA >;WELL: The hon. member fo1· 
Bulimba will have an opportunity of airing 

r Mr. ll:faxwell. 

ti;r• m ·rkl~t. 
th( 
ihl<: 

tho ·: tv.-o 

was one matter upo1 
!he hon. member kr 
with rol!nrd to tl1c 

of diL,'abled Hll_•lJ. 

to tho 

.. TG'tll](-, that ;' .'O";t~ 
tlF' Hrncc-Pr_ e 
C'onur10l1\' cnith ship~ upon 

Sirnph-T bt cau~c' the' nu.::-n i1ad 
h·ran!ric 'I 1 hat it wns­
. Thi-:; wus done b·,-

-:\fr. CoLLT~~: Bo~h! 

~-\{ 1'. 

T1· i.;; thr1 n;_ost 
O<'C\!J·"cd in a 
tv, n llif'i1 lik:t' 1!1:1t 

the· eou11nr•rcial 
I-lo11. 

Cf Jt <'· it is 1;o~~·­
th1r,.£ that f'Vf\1' 

commlll!itv to allol\ 
np th'c \Yholc of 
of this Con1n1on­

on tl1c' other ~ide 
fq 11 ' 
~.I r. 

Let Inc point out that it. 
,_ h0 '\Yas rr-;·iJOnsiblE' for 

JiJJt,•d out 1·'1:1t. 1h" Cam­
De re! hAd l'e n placed 

pale of Coni:nonv:c"alth 
HF• right and privil(·~c to 

cc:ntro1 the' ohip: thcm,oh·cs. 

1\fr. CL'·nso:~: Can :v-on explain ,,·hy h1~ 
ol~]l'Ct('d to 1hcn1 r·orning to au agrccn1ent 
\i-ith the :;:·· ,;.n1en? 

'h. 'lfAXWELL: I am fJnc!in~ no fault 
~'"ith th0n1 for con1in:; to an agrE·Cincnt with 
the ~oan1en. 

:\fr. GLEDSOX: :'\o: but he did. 

1\Tr. l\lAXWELL: I am finding- fault with 
tlwm for alJm, ing these men to· dislocate the 
ron1n10rcf' of this State. l\i('n on the other 
eide of the House want to >idc·,t·-'P the posi­
tion. Job control does not mean seeing that 
men get better conditions, because the 
Arbitration Court is there for that purpose­
not to do as was clone by Walsh and his 
retinue-defy the Arbitration Court, and hold' 
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il up to public ridicule. That \\as done by 
\Yal'h and Johansen. 

:\Jr. COLLIXS: \Vhat would you do with 
Wabh' 

1\lr. MAX.WELL: \Yhat ,,-ould I do with 
him : Deport him r I certainly would deport 
him. :Thiake no mistake about that. No 
1nan \vho is proud of his country and wants 
hiti conntr,y to progress need ever be afraid 
of tlw deportation law. In a British com­
lnunity jnst imagine a man, when asked his 
1JaD1l'. ~ayiug that be doe., not know hi~ 
!lalll(0 • \Vhat would I clo with him? I would 
.give hin1 a n1onth to find out \Vhat his narno 
\VftS. 

1\lr. \\"EIR: lt is like your political name. 
(La ughtcr.) 

Mr. :\fAX\'VELL: Either the Arbitration 
Court is right or it is wrong. If \VC have a 
law on t.ho &tatute-book, th>ct law has a. right 
to be obeyed, a11d the person ·who does not 
obey the la\v h 1; a perfect right to rc~C'ive 
thf' puni,hment prodded. In "Hansarcl •· of 
13th Decemlwr, 1910. ,-olume CYIL, page 2767. 
m~- friend. the hon. rrember for \Vynnu'm, 
who was then Secretary for Public \Y orks, 
had ,;mnething to say in regard t.o the Bris· 
banc Tramways trouble. There hacl been a 
gn'at atnount of excitc1nent, as son1o hon. 
nwmbers on the other side know, und the 
}wn. member for \Vynnum said-

.. It is thP hon. gentlemen on the other 
oid0 who want to smash up that union. 
It is just as \Vcll to be plai11 in tlw~e 
lnatter.-.:. · There arf' sorne nwn on tho 
opposite side of the House >Yho are 
npyor ~atisfied unleEs thev arc stirring 
lip influences an1ongst tho ~nH~lJ. 

" :\lr. Barber: Tlw glorious gospel of 
dif'content, that is what \YC believe in. 

.. Th" SECRETARY FOH PrBL1C \VoRl'S 
I Hon. \Y. H. Barncs): The hon. member 
for Bundaberg practically sayo ' Amen ' 
to what I have :-;aid. 

·• ::\1r. Barber: Amen, brother :" 

I regret exceedingly that the hon. member 
for Bundahcrg is ill, and I sincerely and 
honestly hope that it will not be long before 
he is better a.nd is able to take his place in 
this House again. (Hear, hear!) This is 
my point. In connection with what Mr. 
Brucc has done we have an admission from 
one of the oldest members of the Labour 
party th<Lt it is their fundion to preach 
the gospel of " glorious discontent." \Ve 
can go further than that-, and can read what 
is said-

" The working class and the employing 
class have nothing in common. Between 
these two classes a struggle must go on 
until the toilers come together on the 
political field under the banner of a 
distinct revolutionary political party 
gm·erned by the workers' class interests. 
~tnd on the industrial field under the 
banner of one great industrial union to 
take and hold all means of production 
and distribution. and to run them for 
the benefit of all wealth producers." 

Then we are told by these gentlemen that 
it is the Prime Minister of the Common­
wealth who has lent himself to tactics such 
as those to hold up the business· of the Com­
monwealth. If, as ha.s been said about Mr. 
Brucc, he has to depend on Flinders La.ne 

1S25-H 

for his living, is it at a.ll reasonable that a 
business man is going to hold up the busi­
ness of Australia and is going to strangle 
himself? Not at all. These men say, "'We 
have nothing to lose; the capitalists are the 
people we want to get at." It does not 
always do to take the oubide appearance of 
a man who is reported to have an accumu­
lation of wealth. Sometimes it is necessary 
to go to the banks and see how much money 
has been borrowed for the purpose of giving 
employment to a number of workers. After 
all, to-day the employer is practically an 
employee of other people in carrying out 
certa-in work, and he has to work for a living . 

The hon. member for Herbert was one of 
those gentlemen who toured the Northern 
Rivers, and he has the temerity to stand up 
in this House a.nd say that he, with the 
Premier and others, were the means of 
getting a Labour man returned there. I am 
going to tell the hon. member that it was 
not the Labour men who returned :Mr. 
Gillies, our Premier's brother. If it were 
so, how did it come about that- he did not 
drag the other two Labour men in with him? 
It is >Yell known that Mr. Gillies, the 
Pren1ier's brother, is a man who is well 
reopected in that district. He was the 
president of the local shire council, and I 
met any numb(,,. of people whose views 
coincide with mine who vot"d for him. \Ve 
can quite understand how contradictory are 
the statements of the hon. member for Her­
bert when we find him stat,ing tha.t he, with 
the Premier and Secretary for Public 
\Vorks, had only to leave Queensland to 
realise what a wonderful place Queensland 
was. I knew what Queensland was, and I 
~lso _knew the individuals who were govern­
mg 1t, and the great amount of trouble and 
worry caused through the unemplovmcnt 
existing in Queensland. The hon. member 
for Herbert made this statement~ 

" As regards the cry that the Queensland 
electorates had been juggled. a redistri­
bution was overdue. Some citv f'lec­
torates contained over 15,000 voters, wl1ile 
others had dropped down to under 2.000. 
The Commissioner appointed to dra.w up 
the sclwme of redistribution had con­
sisted of Mr. Ferry (Chief Under Secre­
tary), Mr. Carter (Under Secretary for 
Justice), and Mr. Dunlop (Police 
~1agistrate at Chillagoe)." 

" After the Commission's report was 
handed in, the only complaints made 
were from Labour members. There was 
no<L •one from the Oppos-ition. Mr·. 
vV. H. l3arnes (ex-Treasurer) spoke in 
the House on the fairness of the redis­
tribution." 

That is typical of the dope that this gentle­
man gave the people on the Northern Rivers 
-absolute dope. All that it is necess<try to 
do is to turn to " Hansard " for 1921 vol. 
GXXXVII.. where it will be found th~t on 
a. want of confidence motion Mr. Vowles, 
Mr. BebbmgtOI•, Mr. Green. Mr. J. H. C. 
Roberts, Mr. Cattermull, Mr. Macgregor, 
rrnd Mr. Appel protested against the redis­
tribution of seats in a. most emphatic w'ty. 
My friend, the hon. member for Nundah­
who, I am sorry, is not here just now-will 
bear me out ir; my statement that these 
remarks were ma.de in Murwillumbah hv 
thr· hon. member for Herbert, a.nd that they 
differed from the statements that thev make 
to-day. But those remarks were ·contra­
dicted by us, and so impressed the people 

Mr. Maxwd!] 
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of Murwillumbah that thev sent the 
" S.O.S." signal to Brisbane. with the 
rc,ult that the Premier and the Secretarv 
for Hailways both rushed clown and fol!mYc~l 
us by speaking there on the Friday night­
the night before the election. Mr. Perclriau 
and myself addressed over 100 intelligent 
people in .:\1urwillumbah. 

A GoVERN:IfEK1' ME:l{BER: The Labour 
party had a bigger meeting. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: Let me tell the hon. 
member how thP Labour men g·ot their 
audience. Mr. Stev. art, one of the candi­
dates for the Korthern Rivers, carryin11,· a 
('ertain bannel', had his rnceting nnrne­
diat<'ly after tbe Labour pal'ty had theirs, 
so that the candidates of the Labour party 
were really addressing an audience of about 
230 pcr·-on>, comprising the supporters of 
~1r. Stewar~ .as well as their O\Vn supporters, 
and I am told there were more of Mr. 
Stewart's supJOOrters than of the Labour 
party present. 

Mr. ::YJrLACHLAN: Can you tell us >Yho 
won the seat 1 

Ylr J\IAXWELL: :Mr. GilliP- won one. 
and Mr. J\lissing·ham and Mr. Stcwart the 
othc'rs-they are uot Labour men. 

:\Tow let us take the remarks of the hon. 
member for Hcrbert in this House and 
compare them with the statements made ll\ 
him on the ::\TorthPrn Hivers. I'Vhv did we 
have to speak Juring- that campaig·n in th<· 
manner we did' \Ye found that ::'viinistcr.s 
<Htd oth0r I11Cn1bcr-; \Yero going do\Vll 111akjug 
~-1 1.ternents not in accordaucf' vi.-ith fact:;; 
Thn Scrrctarv for Public VVorks \Vclit down 
itncl told them, "Why, the peopl• of Bris­
bane a·P better feel and better clothed than 
the peo;1le lwre. You ought to sec the 
girls ! Th('y a! I ·wear silk stockings and silk 
drc·~,-..rs, anr! CYf'l'vLodv has a n1otor-car." 
(Laughter.) If th;,t is' so, I want to know 
how it com<'s ai:out th~tt in 192'; £40,869 was 
spent in outdoor relid, and that in 1923-21 
a sum of £165.243 was spent in unemplo:·­
nlent insura11co payrncnts? Then again. to­
da·: ihe hon. m· mber for Kurilpa aske<l tl1" 
Ylinister administering the L'ncmploy< 1 
\Yorkcrs Insurance Act--

" vVhat is the total amount of monc" 
disbursed nndor the U nmnployrd 
\\'orker' Insuranre Act of 1922 lll' to 
and including the 30th J uno. 1925 ·: ' 

a.nd the answ<'l' was £337,120 12s. 2d. Yet 
we find the Premier standing up in this 
IIouee to-clay and telling the people of 
Queensland aml of the other States that 
this is the most 'Prosperous State in the 
Commonwealth. If it is necessary to pay 
out such a huge sum, how can vve say that 
Queensland is in a state of prosperity' 

H m· Jo~s iL come th. t :Vfount 
[3.30 p.m.] Morgan to-day .wd pnviously 

is being, and has been, subsidised 
b:v the Covernment.? How is it that a place 
like Chilhe;oe is being financially assisted? 
Hon. members opposite are continuall>· 
indulging in electioneering propaganda 
;nth n. view to gulling the public. During 
the Now S0utb IY o les elections the Secre­
tary for Public Works from QLwensland. 
in adrlrcsslng n, n•ceting on the ~orthern 
f:i> ers, said that the women and girls of 
Erisbrno wPre better .dressed thc'll ihey 
Y1'f'rc in Sydney. He said that tlwy "ore 
~llk dresses and sllk ~tockings, and cn:ry­
bndy had a motor-car. 

r J1 r. J1la:nvcll. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YonKs: I 
ne, nr said anything· of the kind. 

Mr. MA:S.WELL: After that remark the 
hon. gPntlenutn \vill say anything. \Ve were 
pndt'ctl:v justified in refuting that statement_ 
\Vh~n 2,000 men presented themseh·es for 
work on the South Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton 
nulwa:v only 200 -vrere needed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: \Vhenc 
did those lnf'n romc from? Fronl ~(' 
South Wale·;. 

.:\Ir. 2\ilAX\h"ELL: The Secretary fo1· 
Public \Vorks during his electioneering tour 
in ::\'ew South Wales said that the whole of 
the une,nplo:vecl of Vietoriil and the whole 
of the unemployed of New South vValcs aml· 
other people were flocking to Queensland 

:'vir. GLED:,ON: Not the whole of tlwm. 

Mr. MAXWELL: A big proportion u 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC vronKS: Stick 
to the truth. 

, }Ir. :V.IAX\VELL: It is claimed that ilw 
greatest compliment that could b,, paid r 
the Labour Government is that in this State 
l here is an U nemploymcnt Insurance Fund 
from which the unemployed workers ha.-., 
J·ocei.-ed in one vear £166.000. It is a rli·­
grucc 11 any co;nrnunity, n1orc particulurly 
in a young countr'. like our OWl!. lt };-; <L 

~tanding disgrae0 to find th~t1 £165.('.-',·. 1.; 

paill in one year under the l'nprnployed 
\Y orkers lnsuranCL' Aet, and £40.000 in uur­
I!Oor rPliPf. or a sun1 of £330.000 nnd('l' tht• 
l' nen1plo5~ecJ \Vorkcrs Insura11c0 \d ~l~'t · 

tla~ inecption of that sehcm0. ':rh,; fa('t tha1 
!"llCh a la1~g-p sunt of n1oney is ex;,('11deJ in 
that direction is no reference as t(1 .[rued 
c·haractc•r or as to llw qualification of a Stattt. 
\Ye \V ere twittPd vvith indulging ln stntP,lH'lJt..; 
about Bol,hevik ideas. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PrnLIC \VonKH: Quote 
what you said about the BolshoYik>. 

J\Ir. 2\IIAX\YELL: The Svdncv " Labom· 
]Jaily" ha.d this to say-· • " 

"There arc cornpla.ints all over An'-­
ll'alia in connection \Vith uncrnploy­
uw:nt. ?\o complaint, says J\Ii'. Carc'y, 
r·on1cs frorn Queensland." 

It it-: a disgrace to any British cmntnunit·· 
to have a procession like we had some time 
a~o with t!jni~ters of the Cro\Yll, \vith '"he 
Forleral Labour leader at the head. Hon. 
rnernbcrs opposite have already read tht• 
Ten1arl:-s concerning that procession, and I 
do not intend to go into the rnattcr again. 
They know full well what bamwrs and fiago 
~ver(~ carried in the procef!sion that day. -

The hon. member for Somh Brisbane al><t 
:-.taied t!Iat the Comn1ornvealth G8Vl'l'll111CJ1t 

lwd ]Jracticct!ly brought the Italians illto 
(~uL•cnsland for thP purpo,,e of rt'dncing 
wage~. \Y c all know perfectly well ;;·hat tlw 
Lon. n1C'Ill1Jcl' for Chillagoc said in connt•c­
tion with that Inattf'r, as hi~ ff'lnarks ai'e DO\\. 

anc·ient hi'TOl'V. VYc also know that t 1 tc 
Ln bour Convc~~ntion ~itt ing in Brisbane n;_ 
1921 pa<n•d tlw following resolution :-

" Th~tt organised L 'bour oppose ail 
further a"_.~istccl in1migration. and that 111 

Governmrnt shall rnake further at-rangl'­
ln(~nts '.;'ith regard to irnmigrntiou vi-itl:­
out having flrst :~Pcured the approYal (;i 
organis.Jd Labour." 
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It is hypocrisy for the Government to say 
that Labour is in favour of imJnigrat.ion, 
when that party has opposed it at cYery turn, 
and when we are aware of the articles on the 
question that have appearecl in the "Daily 
:-itandard." If the Government were sincere 
in their desire to put a stop to aliens settling 
down in North Queensland, th._y would 
immediately appl,v sections 3 and 4 of the 
Sug·ar Grower'· Act of 1914. 1) nder that Act 
the Shtto Government c:tn exclude any alien 
frmn the sugar industry. whether a.s an 
emplo;. er or an employee, by the application 
of the ·dictation test. If that is true, and 
the Gov:ernment are in earnest on this ques­
tion, why ciid they not take those qeps ·: 
Why do they seek to blame the Common· 
WC'alth Governn1ent for these alieus co1ning 
here? 

Mr. THEODOHE: Because the Con1n1on­
\\"(•alth GovC'rnrncnt pa sscd N'gn la 1 io11~ 
exempting the Italians from the operations 
of that Act. 

Mr. MAXvVELL: Accdrding to the 
" Courier " of 8th .\pril la<t, tho hon. mem­
ber for Chil!agoe, srJeaking on the rruestiun 
of Italian irnmigration, said-

.. The Italians who \verc an·]ying hC'rf' 
\vero earning of their O\Vll yol} tiou, and 
were, apparently, paying their fnll 
passages. The matte,· of their admission 
was for the Commonwealth tc decide: 
·it \\'as not a State n1atter. The Stare 
had not the power to exchde anvonc­
and ho did not know that it \Yas dc~irabic 
to exclude Italians. The ltalin ns ahno~t 
invariably were proceeding :\orth ro 
engage in thP sugar jnclustry, and h;_-,_d 
been earning to Queensland fo!' that pul'· 
pose for years past." 

\Yhy, then, all this h: pocris of lJOn. 
rnLnlbcrs opposite? 

The SI,CRlcTARY FOR P J'BLlC \YonKS: \Y ],;, 
the hypocris.~,~ of hon. rnembnrs on your :side? 

Mr. MAXWELL: There are the quobtions. 
I ha,vc given cxactl;· what ha, bcPn stated. 
!\ot only do a sh:tion of the Labour parh­
agree w1th those people coming he1 c, but they 
aru actunHy boosting them. Pcrh.tps ;-;onu' 
Ilalians are in their electorat<·s. I net'< •d 
\dwn the hon. nwn1b( r for Hcrbcrt wa:-:: 
t1pcakinc that hr \Yas particular].,. ~,i]cnt a1Jo·1~ 
the Italian qncJtion. · 

Mr. PE.\ SE : I w1.s not. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: M:' contention is. and 
ah\ .tys has bcer1, that, before briugintr thc,,o 
people into 1-\ustralia or Queensland, \V,e base 
a right fir~t to bring our own people. I ~31' 
that undoubtedly our !Jf,oplc shonld haYe th.e 
preference, and on another qnGStion I 'I ill 
give son10 insti\Dces of \Yhat is occurring in 
connection with this matter. 

11r. PEA'E: After your speech no one \;ill 
come to Qucensland-not after the wav IOU 

han' painted this State in connection w!th' itc 
unemployed, and everything els<'. 

:Vir. l\1,\XWELL: The ques1ion of child­
hood endowment looms Y<'ry large],, in the 
Governor's Speech, and I might here sa:.~ 
that I regret exceeding! v the intended depar­
ture from Queensl:md of our excellent friend. 
Sir i\1atthew "'athan. I only bopc that our 
w•xt Governor 1.vill he half as gnod a~ His 
Excellency. We haYe no informa1ion as to 
the scheme for childhood endowment. Per­
sonally, I approve on principle of childhood 

endowment, but I want to kno·,1 if ho11. 
members opposite propose to found the Bill 
in accordance with the resolution that was 
pas,ecl at the Trades Hall on lOth Octohcr, 
1221, which read-

" That this conference endorse the prin­
ciple of endowment of motherhood and 
childhood, thereby reeognising the ser­
yice rendered to the community by the 
mother in the care and nurture of t h'· 
child-such payment to be a charge on 
the whole con1n1unity, and bo rPcognisPd 
as an individual right, and not ussociatPd 
in any way with the economic cir~'Hll1-
stances of thE: husband and father." 

If the GoYcrnnH~nt intend making it a charg-e 
nu tho "shall'- con:1n1unitv in accordance with 
t.hat rocolution. I do not think anv one c·a11 
find fault with the scheme; but if. as has been 
stated by a section of the Labour party, it is 
going to be a charge upon inclusn·y, there wilt 
bn serious trouble. The GoFrnmcnt have 
gorw far enoug-h, and they cannot go t11uch 
further. Hon. members opposite should rc­
m"mbcr that the man with the monev can 
·.!c~nd it longer than tlw man on the b.ottora 
runp; of the ladder, and. if any trouble occurs. 
it is nat going to be OYPrconie 1Jy the i ui~~, 
of conJJOn tickets by the Trades Hall '" ;n 
the 1912 strike. · 

::\lr. GLEDSO~ : Don't make threats. 

::\lr. i\L\X\YELL: The way to oYercomc the 
difficulty i:-5 through a better understr•ri(lins: 
let us come together and rea,on the matter 
out-(Govermnent interjections and laughter.) 
It. is well to view this childhood enclo,,•mtont 
"chcmc frorn [lllother standr1oint. In hi:, 
~p0{1Ch I-Iis Exc~;llency the Govcr11or said-

.. Our basic \Yagc lavy doe"- not ade­
q ua teh;T rncet t ht hun1an need;:) oi the 
\Yorker \Yho has family obligations, aud 
it is eonfidentl3· expected that tlY measure 
in contcn1plation \Vi1l do n1uch to in1pron; 
the f'ocial and Pconornic condition~ of the 
pCOf1le." 

The SPE \KER: Order! The hon. memlwr 
k~s cxhanstt~d thP time a11o'.':cd him under thn 
Standing· Orders. 

::\Ir. FOLEY (Leichhardt): Before making 
a fe"' rernnrks upon the Speech of Ilis Exr -1-
lPncy tlll_' Governor I d0siro to add n1y coL­
·cratnlations to tho:'e of other hon. rrwmbnrs 
on 1his sidP of the House to tlw mover and 
~~ condcr of the AdchTss in Reply. ..t\s ne•v 
nwmbcrs thcv haYe faced thP ordeal of 

dclrPssing th1s House for the first occasion 
,,-ith mcTit, and have shown that they ar' 
well up to the standard of the hon. nwm hers 
"·ho haYc been h~re foe· some time. \\'hen 
thcv beeon1e accusioHJcd to the cnvironrnent 
of th,J House the,. vi!! hold their own with 
tlw b ;st of us hc1:c. 

The hon. n1cn1bor for Buranda struck a not{' 
of adYice with rev,ard to the appointment of 
futur•, Governors of Queensland fron1 a.1nong 
the citizens of the State. A good deal has 
been said upon the matter, and I shonld ont,v 
be rPitcratinv, th0 remarks of other hon. 
meml"'rs on this side if I were to d"·ell upon 
tho subject. However, I take the oppmtnnity 
of stating that I r,m fully in accord with ti. 
sentinwnts that have been expressed from 
this side of the Chamber. It is a ridiculous 
thing that after so many years of con' titu­
tional Government. and in view of the £-v:~t 
tlwt this GoYornment is looked upon as ..tn 
adherent of constitutional methods, it should 

Mr. Poley.] 
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be found nece>mry for the Imperial Govern­
ment to send Governors to this State 
when just as able mon are available locally. 

It is generally agreed that duri<Jg Sir 
:\Iatthowc ::'\athan's term of office he has given 
of hi.< bc,t. travelled extensively, and tried 
to gain a t.horough knowledge of the require­
ments of the pe>ople of this State. I feel sm··' 
that on Hi;; Excellency's return to England 
he will embrace every opportunity to place 
the information he has gathered before His 
Majesty's Minist01·s and before the people 
·of England generally. 

At 3.45 p.m., 

The CHAIR:\fAl! OF CO}f}HTTEES (Mr. Pollock, 
Gregory) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. FOLEY: In looking through His 
Excellency's Speech ono cannot help but be 
struck wit.h two outstanding features. Again 
this session, as in previous sessions since 
Labour came into power, the Government are 
concerned mostly with two great and import­
ant se~tions of the community-the workers 
and the farmers. Nearly eleven years ago 
Labour came into oflice. and. although 
hampered for a considerable time by an 
a,nt.ogoni tic Legislative Council, during the 
few vcars that thev have had full control 
they" have put ur) a record as regards 
ameliorative legislation that no other Go­
vermnent in the world can boast of. That 
is generally a.grend. Yet again thls se~wion 
the Government intend making history by 
the enactment of a Childhood Endowment 
Bill. I sc.y they intend making history 
because of the fact- that. although other Go­
vernments have had better opportunities 
<Of introducing a ~l!nilar n1easure, thPy have 
not done so. and it has been loft to a Labour 
Government to lead the way in this respect. 

lllr. KERR: The Commomvcalth Govern­
ment arc doing it now. 

llh-. FOLEY: It is' quite a noticeabh fact 
ihat durin~ this debatE' rnost of tlw n1<)nliH~l' 
oi dte Opposition who have referred to child­
hood endownwnt have rderred to it with 
then' tongues in their cheeks. 

:\Ir. FRY: That is not true; and you know 
it is not true. 

:C.Ir. FOLEY: Thee" have given many hints 
as to how the scheme sholrld operate. A 
further opportunity will be presented to us 
to discucs> this important proposition, but 
I should like to foreshadow some of the arg·u­
ments that will be used by the Opposition 
against this measure when it is introduced. 
They have aln·ady argued that we should 
haYe vcaitPd until the Federal GoYernment 
made childhood endowment universal. 
Secondly, they will object to industry bearing 
the cost of the scheme. 

Mr. FRY: Not a. bit. 

:!\fr. FOLEY: Thirdly, they will attempt 
to coerce the Government into agreeing to 
load the cost on to the single man by reduc­
ing his standard of living to enable a saving 
to be effected in the wages bill so that the 
cost of the scheme may be borne in t-hat 
manner. 

:!\Ir. FnY: All "tommy-rot." 

::Ylr. FOLEY: Had we waited for the 
anti-Labour Federal Government who are 
in power at the present time to make child­
hood endowment universal, we would have 
waited till doomsday. That is to say, if 
t.hey '':ere in power till then. I claim that 

[Mr. Foley. 

we have taken up quite a right attitude in 
making a start with childhood endowment, 
as it will act as a spur to the Federal Go­
vernment, whether it be Labour or anti­
Labour in t-he future, to introduce a similar 
measure and make childhood endowment 
universal throughout Australia, 

Dealing with their second charge, although 
at this stage I am not in a position to state 
definitely what will be the Government';, 
method 'a£ allocating the costs of this schem.:. 
in my opinion the only method the Govern­
ment should adopt is to make the scheme a 
charg(' upon industry, and adopt a ne'v slo,sa"1 
£.,.,. the future that industry shall treat 
every worker according to his needs, and not 
as in the past strike an average between 
large and small families and give them a 
wage accordingly. The third objection which 
is sure to be raised-it has alreadv been raise·:l 
bv the deputy leader of the Opposition-is 
that i he single men of Queensland should pa,v 
some of the cost of this scheme. I for one wiLl 
objbct to the cost of the scheme being 
imposed on the single men in a similar 
manner to the Federal Government's em­
plo.vecs' schemo vl'hich is in Dporation at the 
pre,cnt time. Although Mr. Piddington ha,; 
,,dvocated a scheme which is equivalent to 
reducing the present basic standard of w .gcs 
in QuPcmland, so that a saving can be shown 
in the aggregate ycarlv wage, I consider that 
inclmtrv can safPlv bear the burden of thn 
whole ~cherno withOut in any "\Vay int8rfering 
\Yith the basic standard existing in Queens­
land. 

Th<' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC ·woRKS: If con­
~cription 'vcrc carried, they would have a nice 
bill to foot. 

l\1r. FOLEY: I was dealing ith the 
F~cleral scheme, which is no cr8dit to th:o 
FPderal Government. which introducecl chi!.l­
hood endowment for its emplovees. Wh;,t 
thPv did was to reduce the minimum of tl,,, 
salaries paid to ;mblic sen;ants, and. as a, 

rt"';nH of a hug-e ~.aYing on cad1 ernployPc JH'"' 
"ear. they \·-ere ab!P to apply that monE'y 
to childhood endowment. ·-·"·hercas otherwise 
the•; would have had to pav it in a straight­
nut wav. That i>~. the position which was 
adopted by the Commonw<·alth Government. 

:\Ir. WARREX: That is not right: you hav; 
not got a grip of the subject. 

::\1r. FOLEY: In the monthly paper of th'e 
F'0dcral public serYice Drg,anisation tho whole 
thing was thrashed out thoroughiy in a reply 
gi,·en to correspondents wh0 had been ·'~nd­
ing letters in for a considerable time, and 
who were of opinion that the public scn-aPts 
in the Commonwealth sphere ha<l paid for 
the childhood endowment scheme which is in 
onPration. \Vo do not want anv hvbrid sch0rne 
of tbat nature introduced by a 'Labour 8-<JVern­
ment in Queensland. In my opinion, industry 
can bear the burden, and. furthermore. I 
think that. wh0n the scheme is in operation 
and the purchasing power of motbere is 
increased bv the grant which is to be [(ivcn. 
a number of industries in this State will meet 
with increased prosperity. inste.ad of the doom 
which many hon. members opposite haYe 
predicted. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Not in this State? 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, in this State. In illus­
tration, I will quote an instfLnce. If every 
mother in receipt of the childhood endow­
ment with her increased purchasing power 
were to turn round and purchase an extra 
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apple a day for every child throughout 
Queensland the result would be 1hat some­
where in the vicinity of 52.573,600 extra 
applies would be needed to meet the demands 
of the 147,000 children that I hope will come 
under this childhood endowment scheme. 
One does not need an imagination above the 
ordinary to apply a similar calculation to 
boots and shoes, clothing generally, food, and 
ot.her necessaries of life, to get some idea of 
what this exlto,1. purchn8ing power will mean 
in the way of incr·eased prosperity. 

I would like to refer now to the paragraph 
in the Speech, in which it is said-

" It is now intended to amend the 
arbitration law, and to extend and 
improve its authority by the creation ot 
a court to be calkd the Board of Trado 
and Arbitration. This tribuna.! will have 
judicial and also administrative powers. 
As well as exercising the functions of 
an Arbitration Court. the Board will be 
charged with the duties of collecting 
statistics. and of fully investigating all 
matters connected with labour and indus­
try, and economic and social problems." 

I am pleased to see that some action is being 
taken in the direction ontlined. During th< 
debate on the Industrial Arbitration Court 
Estimates in September, 1922, I suggested 
the esta.blishment of a research bmcau 
to collect information regarding industries 
dea.lt with by the Court, because I had noticed 
that very often in Arbitration Courts which 
I have attended the judges were in " 
dilemma in sifting the information, very 
often prejudiced. which has been given b,, 
both sid<·s in a case. In the future, with the 
statistics which will be gathered as a result 
of this scheme, the judges should have a much 
better chance of arriving at a proper deci­
sion. Much has been said by the Opposi­
tion with regard to the appointment of a 
layman to this new Court. They are of the 
opinion that nobodv can function on an 
Arbitration Court unless he has a thorough 
legal training, and wears the old-time adorn­
m<mt which it is customary for our judges 
to .-;·ear. I am of a different opinion. and I 
feel sure that the introduction of a. la.vman 
into the Arbitration Court environment will 
offer a very big chance of cham;ing that 
environment for thE: better. I join with the 
hnn. n1ember for Bo1vcn in sug·g{'sti115 that. 
when the appointment is being- made. care 
be taken that a. man thorouglllv versed in 
the principles of the Labour mo~·romcnt, a.nd 
with a knowledge of the industrial movement, 
b:.• appointed. 

It is also the Government's intrmtion to 
amend the Workers' Compensation Acts to 
include all industria.] diseases, instead of a 
number of them. as has been the case in thc 
past. When this measure is going through 

I smcerely trust that the Minist>'r 
[4 p.m.] in charge will endeavour to make 

provision for many bush workers 
who do not come within the scope of the Act 
at the present time. I have already made 
representations in that respect, a.nd, I ha.ve 
a.n idea that the Treasurer will sympathetic­
ally consider it. I desire legislation particn­
larly with re<.pect to timber-carriers and 
timber-getters, a great number of whom ar,, 
working in various parts of the State. If a 
teamster in· performing the preliminary duty 
of a day's work in mustering his horses, ,,r 
a timber-getter in performing a preliminary 
duty to his da.y's work of running in his 
saddle-horse meets with a.n accident, he is 

legallv not entitled to any compensation. I 
desire to quote a case tha.t was brought under 
my notice quite recently. I refer to the cas<l 
of Vivian Johnstono, of Birirngan, in !!1Y 
electorate, a. lad -working as a timber-getter. 
He found it unsuitable to camp nght out. 
at the spot where he was procuring his timber, 
and he came into the mill in the centre of 
the township where his timber was handled 
and resided with his parents. One morning 
he borrowed a horse to run up his horse a t\d 
his mate's horse so that the:c could p1·ocee'd tu 
their work, but before he had procecdeJ 1:JO 
vards he met with an accident that resulted 
;n his death. Although this lad's parents 
ha.d moral claim for compensation because of 
the fact that ho was just about to perform a 
duty preliminary to his day', work, l''ga lly 
hn was not entitled to one penny of compcns::t­
tion. 

Mr. ROBERTS: What was said against the 
cloim? 

;\lr. FOLEY: The Commissioner said that. 
if the bov had caue:ht his horse and had been 
proceeding to his work, he wonld h::ve been 
legally entitled to compensation. The Act 
rli<l not provide for the case of a person 
pcrforrning a dutv preliminary to his day:s 
work, with the result that all this lad's parf'nts 
got was an '" gratia payment syrnpathoti<"clly 
granted bv the Trea.surer to the mother. 
\Vhen the -measure is going through I hope 
that steps will be taken by the Treasurer to 
n1ake provision for such cases. 

Coming to the question of legislation for 
farmers. I notice that the most important 
Pif'ce> of legiRlation concerning farn1ers of this 
State to be introduced will be an amendment 
of th~ Primary Producers' Organisation .._\et. 
I understand that the legislation is intended 
to giye powPr to the farmers to organise nn 
a commoditv basis instead of on a distri'.~t 
basis. as has· been done in the past. I nndcc·­
stnnd that that does not mean that th2 
different primary indmtries will be split np 
into narrow sections. Although the method of 
org-anisation will he diffcr('nt, the industries 
will still be all linked up with the C<mncil of 
Ag-riculture. Xotwithstanding the fact that 
manv representatives of the farm<:'fs sitting­
opposite an' against the Council of Agrir:t!­
ture, my advice to the farmers of tlu- StatE' 
is to grasp this organisation with both hands, 
h•·causc no one can deny the fact that on~v­
bv Organisation can they hopP to obtain 
stahilitv of nrices and consequent stahilitv of 
inrlustrv. The dieorganisation advocated b.~ 
ma.nv hon. members on the bonchr '· opposite 
can ·lead to nothing- but anarchY. gluts. and 
consequent lo". which has really been the 
0xneriencc of farlTIC'rs in the pn:.:;t, and \Yh1~h 
]Pd to tho introdnction of the Primary Pro­
ducers' Organisation Bill. 

Mr. CLAYTO:<r: Under a Labour Go,·ern­
ment? 

;y1r. UOLLINS: Of conrs", :vou had to wait 
nntil a Labour Government got into pow'n­
bdore you got. anything. 

Mr. CLAYTON: They a.re held down by them. 

Mr. FOLEY: Most hon. members opposite­
during this debate have refened to the­
same old hardy annuals which have be~n 
used a.nd thrashed out over and over ag"rn 
in this Chamber. One of those arguments 
wa'l in reference to the alleged ma.ladminis­
tration of the Government. That, combined 
with high taxation, was the main point of 
the speech of the hon. mcmbPc for ,\ubigny_ 

JJ£1·. Foley.] 
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\Ve have also heard the losses on State 
stations quoted; we wore told that the 
policy of the Government has prevented the 
development of the State, and a number of 
bogies that. ha vo been used continually and 
refuted over and over again in this House 
were raised. Notwithstanding this alleged 
bad administration, Queensland is in a fairly 
prosperous condition to-day. 

i\1r. MonGA:X: Not as compared with the 
ether Sta tos_ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \\'ORKS: You 
ehould go back to Victoria and stay t-here. 

Mr. MORGAN: I will sell )OU a farm cheap. 

Mr. FOLEY: The G-overnment have 
always been ready to admit any mistakes 
made, and have endeavoured to rectify 
chom. The chief point that is continually 
raiscd by hon. members op[K•>ite is in regard 
to the high taxation in this St.ote. No hen. 
m<>mber on this side has ever tried to argue 
that taxation on the higher incomes earned 
in this State is l-ow as compared with other 
States in the Commonwealth, but we do 
.argue that on the low incomes earned in 
this State taxation is lower than in any 
·other State in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. RoBERTS: 'rhat was disproved this 
morning. 

Mr. FOLEY: That cannot be disproved 
unless you t.ake certain incomes and fake 
the figures a little, in which case you can 
disprove an:dhing. Generally speaking. the 
averag-e working man in r0ceipt of the basic 
v. ag-e in this State pa:,-s no income tax. No 
hon. member opposite can refute that state­
ment_ \Ve find that much of t.he revenue 
derived by other States of the Commonwealth 
comes from the smaller income earner. In 
proof of that fact one has only to peruse 
the reports of the various Commissioners of 
Taxcc. The adoption of that system of 
incidence of t.axation is to relieve the burden 
on the high01· income earners and thus show 
a better comparison than this State can. 
\Ye do not wish to resort to those tactics 
to g-et our revenue. \Vo cl~im-and it is 
a proper maxim to stick t.o-that those 
who arc most ablo to pay towards the up­
keep and the carrying on of the services of 
the State should do so, and not those who 
•1nly receive a bare living "~ge for their 
labour. 

Lo,,',~cs on State stations was another issue 
raised by the leader of the Opposition. 
The hon. member practically sugg-ested that 
what we should have done long before this 
''as to sell the State stations. Such et sug-­
g-estion coming from rr leader of the Oppo­
sition, who is supposed to bo a reflex of the 
intelligence of the bulk of the members of 
the Oprosition, seems to be bordering on 
the ridiculous when we consider that vou 
pract[ca lly could not give a cattle station 
awny d,;ring the past few years. I also 
point out that the slurs of tho leader of the 
Opposition on State enterprises were basecl 
on a misconqtruction of the real posit.ion. 
The bulk of the lossf's on Stntc nntcrprises 
arc a resnlt -of the failure of Stat,, c-,ttlc• 
st::ttions. I emphasise the fact that such a 
state of affairs does not apply only to State 
stations but it applies to practically every 
cattle proposition in the State. Probably in 
the next year or tvYo thoRL' cattle proncrties 
throughout the State will be showing a 
profit. 

I desire to emphasise one particular point 
that hon. members of the Opposition failed 

[2il r. Foley. 

to point out when criticising the Govern­
ment. Notwithstanding that they are 
lineal desc,'ndants of parliamentary parties 
that had control of this State for fiftv 
years prior to the advent of the Labou'r 
Administration, il was left to a Labour 
Government to introduce such a great 
amount of ameliorative legislation as has 
been passed since Labour occupied the 
Treasury benches. Hon. members opposit" 
do not emphasise the type of legislation 
introduced by this Government since coming 
into power. and it is only fair that someone 
ohould take the oprortunity of doing so. 
For this se8'ion we are promised, under the 
heading of "Industrial "-

~\. Childhood Endowment Bill; 
A Bill to amend the Workers' Compen­

sation Acts; 
A Bill to amend the Industrial Arbitra­

tion Acts; 

A State Children Act Amendment Bill. 
On the other side of the ledger, as it were. 
for the man on the land and the settlor, we 
aro promised--

Mr. CLAYTOX. Hospital taxes. 

:Mr_ FOLEY: 
A Bill to · amend the Primary Pro­

ducers' Organisation Acts ; 
A 2\Iining Act Amendment Bill; 
A Bill to amend the Primary Products 

Pools Acts; 
A Graziers and Settlers' Protection 

Bill; 
An Irrigation and Water Supply Bill. 

I have compiled a list of other measures 
that have been dealt. with by the Labour 
Administration both for the industrial 
workers of r.his State and for the man on 
the land. all ameliorative in character and 
a 1l havir;g a tendency to benefit those sec­
tions. Tt ic rather too long a list to read. 
and, with the permission of the House, . I 
"Vould like to have it insert<:>d m 
" Hansarcl," so that the people of this State 
may havo thece facts brought under their 
notice and realise what has been done for 
th"ir benefit. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would 
point out to the hon. member that last 
"ession I ruled that it was not wise or m 
order to have extracts inserted nr 
" Hansard '• without being read. 

:VIr. FOLF.Y: Thl~ is not an extract: it 
is a list I have compiled of work done and 
legislation passed by the Labour Adminis­
tration since coming into power in 1915. 

The DEPUTY SPE.\.KER: I am afraid 
the hon. membflr will have to read the list. 

Mr. FOLEY: I thought its insertion in 
" Hansard " without being read would save 
the time of the House, but, as you rule 
otherwise, I will go through it. 

At 4.15 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. FOLEY: The list compris<'s-
\Vorkers' Compensa.t.ion Aet. 1915; 
Vv..,. orkers' Comperr~ation Disease~ Act, 

1916; 
\Vorkers' Accommodation. 19~5; 
Labour Exchange Act, 1915; 
Inspection of Machinery. 1915; 
Inspection of Scaffolding, 1915; 
Industrial Arbitration Act, 1916; 
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Factories and Shops Further Amendment 
Acts, 1916 and 1920 ; 

\Y ages Act, 1918 ; 
·workers' Homes, 1919; 
I ndmtrial and Providcut Societies Act, 

1920; 
Fair Rents Act, 1920; 
Pnblic Curator's Act. 1915; 
Profitecring PreYC,ntion Act, 1920; 
Bri;bane Tram" ay Purchase Act, 1920; 
State Enterprises Act, 1921; 
Infant Life Protection Act. 1921; 
\Yorkcrs' Compcnsfition Act Amendment 

Act. 1921; 
\Yorkcn' Accommodation Amendment 

Act. 1921; 
Contractor., and ·workmen's Lien Act, 

1921; 
:\Iount :Vlulligan Relief Funds Act, 1921; 
C'lcrmont Relic! Act, 1916; 
::\Iaternity Act, 1922. 

"iY c >kip out a few and get down to­
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1924; 
""eights and Measure; Act of 1924; 
Local Authorities Act; 
Income T:tx Act Amendment Act of 1924 

(cxen1pting aYC'rage \vorkPr.'l.). 
Tlwn nnd0r the hcaclim; " Legislation for 

Farmer and :Man on the Land " we have­
Diseases in Plant Act. 1916; 
Fertilisers Act Amendment, 1916; 
Fruit Case Act Amendment. 1916; 
Farm Produce A<~ent Act, 1917; 
Farm Produce Agency Act, 1917; 
Di~eases in Stock Act. 1915; 
Brands Act. 1915; 
Dingo and Marsupial Ad, 1918; 

Co-operative Agricultural Production Act, 
1919; 

Co-op ern tivc Amendment, 1920; 
Stock Foods Act. 1919: 
Agricultural Settlers' Relief Act, 1915; 
Agricultural Settlers' Relief Act Amend-

ment, 1917: 
Agricultural Bank Amendment Act, 

1915; • 
Land _"\.et .\.mendmcnts. 1916-17. 
Land Act, 1918 ; 
Land Act, 1920; 
Railway Act Amendment (Repeal of 

Guarantee Provision), 1915; 
Dischan;ed Soldier Se>ttlement Relief Act, 

1915. and Amendment, 1920; 
Dairy Produce Act, 1920; 
Banana Inclustrv Preservation Act. 1921; 
Regulotion of Cane Prices Act Amend-

ment Act, 1921; 
Animals and Birds Act, 1921 (amended 

1924); 
\Vheat \dvanccs Agreement Ratifications 

~\et. 1921; 
C!w,.,se Pool Act, 1921; 
"\fain Roads Act. 1922; 
Irrigation Act (Dawson Valley), 1922; 
Sugar W arks Act, 1922 ; 
Railway Accessories (carriage of stock 

and fodder); 
Bab.inch Sugar Works Act, 1924; 
Primnr-;¥ Producers' Organis:,tion Act, 

1923; 
Legislation enacted at request of Agri­

cultural Council; 
The Primarv Producers' Co-operative 

Associations Act; 
Agricultural Bank Act; 
Cotton Inrlmtry Act; 
!\1ent Industr~v Encouragement Act; 
Fruit Marketing Organisation Act; 
Sta ]lions Registration .\et; 
Anwndments to Primarv Producers' 

Organisation Act; ' 

Diseases in Poultrv Act; 
Amendment to Dingo and }larsupial 

Act; 
Amendment to Sugar Experimental 

Stations Act; 
Primary Prodncers' Pools Act. 

And so on until we come to the Primary 
Products Pools Acts. I might mention that 
e. number of pools have been established 
under that Act, such as the Egg Pool, Ather­
ton Tableland Maize Pool, Atherton Table­
Lend Pig Pool, the Arrowroot Pool, the 
F pan ut Pool, and the Canary Seed Pool. 

I have purposely outlined these measures 
that have been passed by Labour because of 
the important fact that in all their dis~ussi0f1s 
members of the Opposition have failed to 
point out the amount of ameliorative legis1a­
tion passed by the Labour GoYcrnment sJnce 
coming into power. One could fill " Ha ·t­
sard" if he felt so disposed in quoting the 
important legislation that we have passed 
since coming into power. In spite of all tl'" 
criticism that has been levelled against the 
Government during this debate in regard j(' 

the prosperitv of Queensland, I would ltke iro 
point out that, notwithstanding all the lcgislil­
tion that we have passed for the assistance .nf 
the industrial workers. farmers, and settlers 
throughout the State, production in this St.tte 
has not been retarded. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You know that is not 
true. 

Mr. FOLEY: I know what I am talking 
about, and will prove what I say in a few 
minute-. If all this legislation and the admin­
istration of this GoYernrncnt \vere as bad C1 S 

the Opposition claim, surely it would ~o 
reflected in th<' production figures of thts 
State. Yet we find the value of agricultural, 
nastoml, dairving, poultry, b0c frrrmin<r, 
iore-,try, fisheries, mining. and n1anufacturcs 
in 1915. when w0 took charge. amounted to » 
total of £38,329.000, \vhile in 1924-thc latest 
figures nvaila ble-the valne amonnted to 
_£66,945.000; that is nearly double the vahe 
iu 1915. 

:Mr. G. P. BAR"fES: Give the difference in 
the ':duo of money. 

Mr. FOLEY: These figures speak for them­
sol yes. On top of that important fact we have 
to remomher that taxation on the lower income 
earners is the lowest of any State in 'ne 
Commonwealth, the cost of living is le.<s, 
wages are higher on the average. the. hours 
of labour are less, childhood mortahty ts less. 
and the length of life is grratDr for thn 
a vcrage man in Queensland. There is \Ps< 
unemployment. and tbo educational facilities 
are Pqual to those in any State in the Gom­
rnonwealth and, as a matter of fact. equal 
to those in any part of the world. Queo!ls­
land stocks on t.ho English stock exchange 
arc more sou!lht after than the stocks of the 
anti-Labour Governments of the Common­
wealth. Another important feature is that, 
notwithstanding all our legislation and. :Jad 
administration, as alleged by the OpposrboD, 
'vc do not see as n1an\ bankruptcies in QlH'·Cns~ 
land as th,'re are in the other States of the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Too?Doombn): The 
hon. member who has just resumed his scat 
read out a very long list. of amending legis­
lation which has been nassed by the present 
Government, and I notice in connection with 
the forecast for this session that of twenty­
one measures which have been put forward 
sixteen are amendments of previous Acts. 

Mr. Robcrts.] 
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There are two in part-icular that happen 
to be last on the liBt, but I trust they will 
not be shelved. I hope that the Government 
will deal with those two measures in parti­
cular. One is the Prevention of Cruelt·y Act 
Amendment Bill. We have to recognise that 
that Act is very old, and there is need for 
better protection of humanity and dumb 
animals, and it should be made more up-to­
date. Then there is the Bill to amend the 
Insanity Act. 

With reference to the first measure on the 
list, the Childhood Endowment Bill, I do 
not anticipate that the Opposition will 
advance any adverse argument- against the 
claim that some assistance should be given 
to people with families. The concern on this 
side will be as to how the money is to be 
raised. vVe may differ as to that, but we 
recognise that the parents of a family are 
entitled to con,Jidcration from the State; 
and, if thP wages arc not sufficient, they 
'hould be brought into line in some respects. 

I was struck with the address of the 
Premier this morning. I anticipated that, 
as this was t-he first occasion he had of 
addressing the country through the House 
as Premier, he would have devoted some 
time to the policy of his Government, and 
given an indication to the people of what 
was to be expected in the way of legislation 
and the management of affairs. He seemed, 
however, to occupy a considerable part of 
his time in connection with the want, as he 
called it, of criticism from this side of the 
House. Then, having got an extension of 
time, he abused the privileges of the House 
by devoting nearly the whole of that 
privileged time to quot.ing cuttings from the 
Press of this State, which I suppose the 
great bulk of the people who are interested 
had read, and which members on the Go­
vernment side must certainly already have 
made themselves conversant with. I would 
point out in fairness to the Chamber that it 
is most unseemlv for an hon. member 
occupying the po;ition of Premier of this 
Stat<' so to abuse the privileges of the 
House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PTIBLIC vVORKS; He 
told you the truth about the Opposition. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I think that, when he 
reads his proof to-morrow, he will recognise 
that, if anyone haQ failed in the delivery of 
his speech this session, it is himself, and 
not anyone on this side of the Chamber. 
I am prepared to congratulate the mover 
of the Address in Reply. I have no fault 
to find with the gentleman whom the people 
o~ Toowoomba_ have returned, and I recog­
mse that on hrs entry to this Chamber and 
ir; mo_ving the motion we are discussing he 
drd hrs best to do JUStice to the policy in 
which he believes. 

One paragraph in His Excellency's 
Speech which interests me particularly is 
that in which he says-

" I shall be glad if I am able in future 
years to use for the countrv's benefit the 
information thus acquired.;' 

His Excellency is refening to his extended 
tour throughout Queensland. I have in 
mind the opportunity I had last November, 
as a member of the Royal Commission on 
Public Works, of going away into ""iorth 
Queensland into what are called the back 
blocks, and there coming into contact with 
many persons who, living vast distances 
away from big centres, appreciated these 

[.Mr. Roberts. 

visits of the Governor very much. \Ve 
must recognise that they :have in their 
be arts a very »arm spot for Sir Matthew 
Nathan, ·who has done remarkable work 
and has won their admiration and esteem 
during his stav amongst them. I am sure 
that when he 'leaves Australia one and all 
will gladly join in hoping that this para­
graph which I have quoted really means 
something. Everybody recognises that, 
when His Excellency addresses a gathering 
on any question, he has given much thought 
to what he has to sa::. He always gi\·Ps, a..; 
it were, a light to the people, and I am 
glad to think that when he goes across the 
seas and returns to his homeland he will be 
an advocate for Queensland and for Aus­
tralia, where he has spent so many happy 
years. 

Herein arises a point on which I take up 
a position on which I may differ from sorne 
men on mv right. I do not think that 
Governors " are necessary outside the 
Governor-General but, if we are to have a 
Governor in Qu~ensland, then I trust that 
the dav will never come when we shall have 
a ]oc~l Governor rather :than one who 
forms, as it were, a link of Empire. I 
think there is something in the remar;,: of 
the leader of the Opposition-that the respect 
which we pay to His Majesty is represented 
in the respect which we offer his nominee, 
the Governor-and I hope the day will not 
come when Governors will be appointed 
locally. 

We have heard a good deal said on the 
Government side of the House against men 
who are in sympathy with the side on which 
I sit. and we have heard remarks on the 
oth,or hand about the sugar industry and 
what it means to Queensland. vVe have to 
recognise that the Tory Government m 
Great Britain-or by whatever term you 
like to describe them-are prepared to pa,·. 
er rather the workers of Great Britain are 
prepared to pay,' and have put on the 
statute-book a provision that they will pay a 
duty of £4 5s. 7d. per ton of sugar in order 
to '"'ive preference to other parts of the 
Empire. Compare that with the attitu.de 
of the Labour Government in Great Bntam. 
the friends of the Labour party here, when 
ihev were in power. How did they help 
the" sugar workers? They raised the ques­
tion which was put before us by the hon. 
member for Oxlev when speaking last 
session after his rc"turn from a trip across 
the seas. He said that there were h:o 
sides to the question. Now, our friends m 
Great. Britain are prepared to tax them­
selves to the extent of £4 5s. 7d. a ton to 
help their own flesh and blood across tlw 
seaF, as compared wrth £1 18s. lOd. offered 
by the Labour Government when they }Yere 
in power. 

Time "nd again we heard critici'm imrlerT 
a"ainst the men \\ho have a stake in the 
c;untry, who ~<re finding employment for· 
other men. 

Vi7 e heard the Pt·emier speak about the 
shipping strike. :Fie was very anxwus. like 
Mr. Lang, the Premier of :'\ew Sonth vVa!es. 

to butt in and settle the shrpp111g 
[4.30 p.m.J strike. :rhey ,~·ere dc·~irous _of 

puttmg mto effect thmr pol~cy 
of nationalisation. .Just imagine the Premrer 
of Queensland trying to settle the shipr:ing 
strike! Does ho not know that there rs a 
strike on in his own Sta tc? Does lw not 
know that in Ge01·ge street there is a strike 
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in connection with the erection of the radio 
station? One man was dismissed by the 
officer in charge. The carpenters on that job 
stated that the foreman was justified in 
putting that man off the job. That man had 
the right of appeal, and went to the Arbitra­
tion Court, where he was told that he was in 
the wrong. The matter was then taken to 
the Trades Hall, and nothing further was 
done. Should the men not have accepted the 
decision of the Arbitmtion Court? If they 
were loyal to the principle of arbitration, 
they should have accepted the decision, and 
th., leaders should have sent them back to 
resume work. That was not clone. What 
doe' the Premier of Queensland, who appeals 
to the Premiers of other States to settle the 
shipping strike, do in the matter'! He 
qnietly agrees with the SecretarY for Public 
"\Vot·ks, and the job is closed clown. I ask 
the ?ccretary for Public \Y arks-particularly 
m YJew of the statement in the· Prc,, to-day 
in connection with the radio station-when 
the job is going to cornmcnce a:.!'ain and 
when is employment going to be foun'd for 
these men' 1 t has b<>en shown that the 
dismiss0d man ''as in the \Vrong. Even if 
we are going to have nationalisation of indus­
try-God forbid it-it must be admitted that 
£C•mebody has to be in control and sa:i 
whether the work is being done rightly or 
\Vrongly. These are tho tactjcs that< are 
injuring Queensland's position to-clay. \'\' e 
know that the legislation of the past few 
yPars has impo,eJ great difficulties on the 
lmsincss. men of this State. Can the business 
men follow the example of the Government. 
and when one "chucks" up a job. everybody 
else be compelled to cease work? 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLJ(' \VORK:s: That 
is not correct. 

1\lr. ROBERTS: That is the position, as I 
know it. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR l't:BLIC "\YCRKS: The 
ban. gentleman is \\Tong a.s usual. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do know that the job 
is stopped. "\Vill the hon. gentlPman deny 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC "\YORKS: :'\o. 
That is the onlv correct statement the hon. 
gentletnan has~ maclo with regard to the 
rnatter. 

Mr. ROBERTS: \V ill the hon. !!entlcman 
deny that the Arbitration Conrt 'said that 
the dismissed worker was in the wrong' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTO \VORKS: Yes. 
iVlr. ROBERTS: Th~n the hon. gentleman 

holds an opinion contrary to th .• t of the 
judge. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC "\YoRKf': He did 
not say that at all. Ho recommended the 
men to go. back to work. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Of course. he did. Ho 
also said that ihe man was in the wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \Y ORKS : I 
challenge the hon. gentleman to quote that. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I will quote it. 1 do not 
make anv statement in this House that I 
am no,t p!·epared to back up. I will giYe the 
Minister every opportunity to test my state­
ment. Quite apart from politics, it is time 
that we sat down to business as men desiring 
to help Queensland. \Ve should sit down and 
consider whether we are doing- the right 
thing in always pampering the workers. 
There are occasions when the worker is in 
the wrong, and there are occasions when he 

IS in the right. The other day the Premier 
was interviewed by railway men from 
Ipswich. I understand that they were asking 
fo1· the restoration oi the 5 per cent. deduc­
tion from their wages that had been made 
some time ago. I realise that strikes occur 
over small things-things that ought to be 
settled-but if the Government are honest 
and sincere, it should not be necessary for 
the men of Ipswich to demand an increase 
in salary for those receiving under £300 P'"' 
aunun1. Wo are going to be paid in futuro 
for the full result of our ho,bour, and under 
tlw Act of Parliament passed last session 
tha 1 5 per cent. is to be returned to us in the 
future. There should, therefore, be no need 
with a Labour Government in power fc.r the 
men engaged in the Ipswich workshops to 
hnYe to appeal to the Premier. 

OPPOSITION ME:.VIBE!lS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vv·oRKS: Listen 

to the friends of the railway men ! 
:\Ir. ROBERTS: I was illustrating what 

was hanging up industry to-day. The other 
day I saw a building in the course of erec­
tion by day labour and under t-he control of 
the Government. A block and tackle were 
being used, and I saw a man hauling up six 
bricks at a time. I have seen-and I am 
glad that day has passed-when men have 
carried anything from ten to fourteen bricks 
on a hod up a ladder. Imagine a man with 
a block and tackle on a day-labour job 
hauling up six bricks! 'I'hen hon. members 
opposite ask why we condemn day labour. 

Mr. CoNROY: Do you believe m day 
labour? 
~h. ROBERTS: Of conrse I bclicY·P m 

day labour. The Government I belonged to 
introduced it. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ROBERTS: I believe in a fair day's 

work being given for what is paid. I 
believe in t-he man appointed to superv1se a 
job getting a fair return for what he is 
paid. If he wants to victimise a man, an 
appeal can be made to the Secretary for 
Public \Vorks. but he should have control 
of the job until it is proved that he is not 
doing a fair thing by the men employed. 
That. is where I differ from the Government 
on this matter. It is the right of the man in 
charge of the work to say whether ihat work 
is beino- rightly or wrongly earned on. I 
am not afraid to meet any number of men 
to sav that I believe in that. principle, and 
the 1nen would admire me for saying so. 
Honourable men believe in that principle, 
and the great bulk of our workmen are 
honourable. It is what one sees occasionally 
that damns the whole principle of day 
labour. It is most unfortunate. I was 
struck with t-he great big leader of Queens­
land who talked about settling the shipping 
strike. and then had himself to shut clown 
on a job where trouble arose. 

'fhc Premier this morning talked about 
exports and imports, and quoted tables of 
millions of money in his att-empt to show 
how much this State had progressed. I 
interjected at the time-and I want to s~y 
it definitelv now without fear of contradlC­
tion-tha t 'those figures are quit-e worthless, 
so far as the products of our industries are 
concerned, to prove whether we ha vc made 
advances or not. "\Vhy do I say that? 
Because it is quantity that counts; it is 
not value, because values have so much 
increased. I would remind hon. members 
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again t-hat what cost £1 in 1914 to-day costs 
34s. Consequently under those conditions 
what is the use of inserting in " Hansard " 
a mass of figures to try to lead us tD believe 
that this State is developing and progres­
ing? Such figures for the purposes of com­
parcison are not worth anything at all. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Do you 
say that the general prosperity of the State 
is not greater to-day than it was in 1914? 

Mr. ROJ3ERTS: I had a business a few 
years ago, .and I know exactly what my out­
put was. I also. had a business during a 
certain period of the war; but what is the 
good of quoting my saks during 1914 as 
compa.red with my sales in 1917? I could 
not say that I was doing a bigger business 
in the latter year. The output is the thing 
that count··, not the value received; and 
that is t-he thing ,,.e have to justify when 
dealing with our exports to-day. 

Mr. PEASE: We have doubled the quantity. 
How do you get over that? 

Mr. ROJ3ER'J'S: Comparing the value oi 
the reig-n to-daY with the value in 1914, 
tlw arnounts ,required to purchase a :-j, en 
quantity of articles are 20s. and 31s. resrJeC­
ti\·ely; that brings me to the qnf•.,lion of the 
\Yagc~parncJ·. \Ye on tlli" side of the !louse 
do not stand for low -,.,ages. I do not knovv 
any bon. member on this side of tho Hems'' 
wl1o stands for low waxes. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

J\Ir. RODEHTS: We recognisn that wagos 
mw't b" hrghor tha.n they were. A man wh·:> 
was getting· £2 7s. in 1914 would have to 
rccPi\c £4 a:;; an £'quiva1Pnt to-dav. No one 
would cavil at that. Is there a r11an on the 
Gf1Y<:rnm0nt si do \vho '"1 YS that a man en 
£4 a wt>ck at tho present .. tin1e has an:, ·chinh 
l~ft a.fter paying for necef'sitic;;;? But we 
do declare that costs cannot come down if 
wag·f'~ f'oar higher and higher. _A favourit.~ 
interjection of the Secretary for Public Wed" 
this sc.::';',ion appears to b", "Yon C'annot haYn 
it both ways." That is the positioll; you can 
not. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC WORKS: The· posi­
tion is ihat you are trying to have it bolh 
V;U_'S. 

:\fr. RORERTS: If a man was on 50s. a 
week in 1914 and i' on_ £4 a week to-day, he 
1s no1~· n1 a worse positJon. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Your represontaiives arc· 
opposing an increase to £4 10s. to-da:·. 

2\Ir-. ROBERTS: I am alwavs pleased if 
anynne has a kind word to sa V for Too­
woomba, and I am glad thP hon. rnemher :or 
Toowong n1ado _his r0mark>.. Th0 hon. Jncnl­
ber quoted cnrtain statements that were made 
at Toowoom!Ja prior to the recent bv-electio·r 
-T thi"k thPy wor0 ma.rle by the Home Sec,·r·­
tar,-. I am not going tn concern rnvwlf with 
them. hut I had proYiously culled so111·· 
remarks made hY Mr. F. T. l3rcnnan on 15th 
Septembf'r. 1920: The <'x-Premi<>r. the hon. 
member for Chillagoe. vas on the platform 
at thn time. Mr. Fihcll: \Yas aciing Pre­
mier at the time he wrote to Mr. Rrenna.n, 
consequently some weight attaches to his 
remarks regarding the Pnginc-"-hods. Mr. 
Brennan said he had told ~VIr. Fihellv 
that he conld not stand again unless those 
0ngine-sheds 'Vere gone on with. Subse·que.ntl~· 
he rccei,-ed a letter from Mr. Fihcllv. and the 
>¥ark on thP eng-ine-sheds was proceeded with. 
'That was Mr. Brennan's speech in 1920. anrl 
I quote it because I wish to supplement thc 
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rf'marks which the hon. member for Toowong 
v, as good enough to quote in this House 
r·arlier in the debate. I am sti:I of opinion 
that that was a political job. Tlw W<lrk was 
necessary, and that is why I comlemn the 
Government because they did not g-o on with 
the job. A·k the men at Toowoo.Hba. Ask 
the men in the Railway Depart,nent-men who 
are paid high salaries to carry out the work of 
railway administration .. \sk them if the work 
is not necessary for the better convcuic1X"~ 
i11 handling trains, and thPy will tr•ll you, 
"Yes." \Vhv is it not gone on "·ith? WhJ 
is the mon<'y that is put on the Estimatn n0t 
expended? \V c do know that certain moneys 

ore put on the Ec,timat.es, but the Govern­
nwnt did not spend those moneys. They ju'lt 
hold sufficient in hand so that, if anything 
v.nexpectedh harpen~. sud1 as an elcr.tion. 
they can go on with the job. Th0 hon. mmn­
!Je-r for Toowong, in the remarks he quote1, 
sho''· -:•d that on one occasion, just prior to 
an election. they could actually go on witn 
iho job without monev being voted at all. 
You cannot get a'' ay from that position. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: \Vhat about the Ipswi•·h 
Railway Station? 

l\Ir. ROBERTS: I will toll the hon. mcm­
bN· about that prPsc•ntly. Immediately after 
the el<'ction. when ::\fr. Brennan was returnc-l, 
the work was closed down. Then it was 
l'('opencJ. in 1923, \Yhen 1\ir. Brennan was 
again a candidate. and immediately the elec­
tion \v·as OYC'r it was closed do,vn again. 

Mr. LLEWELYX: Vi'as it closed down in 19!23? 

Mr. ROBERTS: After the 1923 election :h., 
job was dosed dowu with the exception of 
eight men. There were eight men doing 
work of some sort. 

Mr. LLEWELYX: Are you quite sure there 
n ere not more than eight men'? 

Mr. ROBERTS: From eight to thirteen. 

::\lr. LLEWELYN: You should be fair. 
Mr. RORERTS: When the hon. memhN 

has l1een long·er in this House he will knC!w 
that I am honest and that I am always farr. 
I >(an• the lowest number. That is the posi­
tion. I am jnstifrecl in the statement I ha\'C 
made that ihis job is used for electioneering 
pu rnoscs; £72,000 have been spent on th" 
\YOrk:;;, and IYf' arc paving interest on that 
mon<'y. Uecognising that it is a job that 
rcquirPs to be don(', quite apart from giving 
Prnp1o_vmcnt, is there any re:-tson why it 
should not he g-one on with? In reply tu 
the hon. mendwr for J3remer. I shnll g-ive the 
fiC"nrcs in reg-ard to the Ipswich Rail wav 
Station. I looked this matter up to-dav, 
hrc:1t1-.c th0 hon. tnernher for Ip::n:vich. on 
25th September. 1923, asked a qLwstion of the 
Rf'c:rf'tnr:- for Railways following on a ques­
tion T had previously r.skcd. I recognise th,>t 
thr-ro ngnin a v0r:v large stnn of monpy ,,-;IS 
:",J'nt '\vhich vvas in no 1vay rcvcnue-producin_,rr. 
1 a:;;kecl a qu0stion on tht' mattPr, and the 
hon. l"Pmber for Ipswich follmved it up with 
,nrothcl', am! hf' was told that thf' total co~t. 
inclnclinv rcsnmntions. etc .. was .£160.530. and 
that it was 0stimatcrl that it would cost a 
fnrther £63.000 to complete the job. The 
lV[ini~t--~r sn,jd-

" Ko money is provided on the E<ti­
P1atc-; for the nrcsent financial vear. hut 
the work will probablv be c.omplete.J 
during- the currencv of the next financ.i"l 
:vear." V 

I so id a few moments ago that T was honPs~. 
n.nd I am. I am not doing this now for 
electioneering purposes. I want to remind 
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the people of Ipswich that here is a place 
where the Government have wasted their 
money. and they admit it. On 26th Septem­
(,er. 1923, the Government, in answer to the 
hon. member who represents that electora~c, 
stated that this larg0 sum of money had been 
spent on that job and that it required another 
• £63.000 to complete: and yet they talk about 
men being- unemployed ! 

\Ve have been told to-dav that we have 
spent over £300.000 in unemployment relief 
-I will not use the word "dole," as I do 
not want to say anything ofiensiYc. \Ve 
l1aw spent that money, and yet £63,000 i' 
required to finish this job. Would it not 
haye been better to giYe n1en ROITlC -,.vork 
and finic,h that job, and make it revenue­
producing, and, what is mote, a convenience 
to the travelling public? We admit that a 
nc·w station would be an advantage. I go 
through thctt place twice every week, and I 
recognise that. When I see all this monev 
bottled up, the work simply standing there 
>Yith no benefit to tho State, I feel that 
oomething- 'hould be done. These aro 
points which show that the Government do 
not give the ccnsideration they ought to 
f'ive to the intf'rests of Queensland. 

Coming to th., matter of secondary indus­
tnPs. we have had a lot of figures given 
·to-da:-·. So. far as the secondary industries 
outs1de Bnsbane are concerned thov arr, 
getting less and less. I had an 'examiJle o:f 
that only last week when coming from 
Toowoomba. I met three men on the 
Ipswich 'btion, one of whom indicated that 
for rertain reasons he had taken up his 
abode in Brisbane. I asked him what had 
hnpponcd. He said, "Our job has gone: 
' e < annot compete." He was in the boot 
trade. Those were three married men who 
bad gone for the wPek-end to Toowoomba. 
and '??err> returning to Brisbane to 1vork. 

Mr. I-IYXES: That 1s because of the 
Federal a ward. 

M1·. ROBRRTS: It is not a question of 
"·bother it is a Federal or a State award. 
Ther,, would be no difference so far as the 
south-eastern di•·ision is concerned whether 
it is because of a Federal or a State award. 
1:-:-ndt'Y our sv-sten1 an a\'Yard is made in 
Brisbane where all the facilities an•. I 
would a• k whether any man is going tn 
open up a boot factorv in the countrv under 
the conditions which are fixed in B'risbane. 
nnd ar:)- adYantagcous ro. Bri"l1ane but 
which apply to a large area? Does it not 
stand to reason that the cheaper ~-ou can 
-ell your boots the greater quantity ;;on 
will sell. which will reduce vour ov~rhead 
expP!1ses? As a result, you pi:event emp1o,,­
mc·nt in the countrv districts. Some con­
sid0ration needs to be given to the countrv 
districts unless we desire that .all industry 
shall be confined to the metropolitan area. 
This not only happens in Queensland, but 
in the whole of Australia. If we are 1 '' 

ran,fuL excnpt for s1na 11 job.;;, th~~:·c 1Yi11 he 
nothing- for the men in the countrv districts 
to rlo. · 

::\!Ir. HY~ES: You are interested in Too­
\YOoinba. 

::\Ir. ROBERTS: I am interested in the 
·matter bee a uso I recog-nise that if we arc 
g-oino; to populate Queensland: we must 
build up the country towns and provide 
emnlovment there. vYe have numbers of 
"bo};S every week looking for employment. 
1 have said before, and I repeat, that if we 

took a census of Queensland of lads between 
fifteen and nineteen years of age who can­
not get a job in this State in order to earn 
a livelihood, but are simply dependent on 
their parents not onlv for food but for 
clothing, it would be a revelation. I wi 
that they could get work. If I had the 
power I would seo that it was obtainable . 
I com8 into contact with them every day, 
and know the position. Women come to 
me and ask wlwre they can get work for 
thnir boy-s. You say, "What is his age?" 
"SPventoen." You ~ay, "Go down to the 
Raih ay Department and tell them there 
that the boy's agP is seventeen." Perhaps 
they go, and they see the railway officer 
&hake his head. and say, "He is at a bad 
"~,ge." \Vhy is he at a bad age? The sarno 
thing applies at the other end, where tho 
worker is told, "You are sixty-five. There 
is the old age pension-no work." This is 
what the men do who are supposed to look 
a-fter the workers of Queensland. They 
bring dowE a regulation ·which says, so far 
as their employees are concerned, " When 
you o;rct to .<ixty-five there is the old age 
pcn:-:ion for you," anrl they -...vould have 
made it eixh· if that had been the age at 
which pavment of that pension commenced; 
but ihe 'commonwealth Pensions Act fixes 
the payment of the pension at sixty-five 
c·ears of age, and when you say anything 
about it they come along smiling, and say, 
"Oh, it will be all right; these old chaps 
will soon die off." That i . not in the 
in tor• ~ts of the >vorkors of Queensland or 
of any other State. 

J'.Tr. DASH: What would you do? 

3.Ir ROBERTS · The thinrr is: I.< ho >Yorth 
a1;ything at all? . Why sh~uld he be told 
to a-et the old age pension? Should he not 
hav~e the right • to earn something? Is he 
not of some value to the community? I 
would give him employment so long as he 
was able to do his job. If he was able to 
do his job for thirt-v or forty yea1·s, do you 
think I would put him off? No. Hon. mem­
bers opposite talk about the profiteer. They 
,av the" stand for the working men, bnt. 
after thirt:v yeus of toil, they put him off 
and tell him that. he can get the old age 
pension. 

Mr. DASH: \Ye are not the party who 
brought that in. 

Mr. ROBRRTS: Of courst' ~·ou are the 
party who brought it in by regulation. Tho 
Government which I supported sa1d that so 
long as a man 'vas a bh, to do his vvork he 
should be employed. Under our Governm<'lnt 
a bm· who want-ed a iob at fifteen was ,.ble 
to get work. To-day he cannot. On the on<· 
hand a bov from fifteen to nineteen cannot 
got emplo:yrncnt, and on the uther the man 
of sixty-five is put out of a job. 

Mr. BULCOCK: What does the Federal 
GovPrnn1cnt do 'l 

Mr. ROBERTS: Here is a2 honest 
endeavour by the hon. member fm• Barcoo 
to get some information, and ho is ent-itled 
to an answer. If these men who call thom­
Sf']ves Labour men had done what the 
Federal so-called TorY Government did, I 
would not be m a king. a speech this after­
noon. They pro,·ided pensions for the men 
they retired. and they did not provide pen­
sions onlv for those who were entit-led to 
them un~ler their regulations. They saw 
that there was a large number of men who 
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were not entitled to them under those coneli­
tions; but they considered it a. fair thing 
that .all men who were retired should have 
them, and by a. special Bill introduced by 
the member for the Darling Downs, Sir 
Littleton Groom, they put on the statute­
book an Act providing that their regulations 
should apply to all men who were ret-ired, 
notwithstanding that they wore over the 
age. I am glad of the question asked by 
the hon. member for Ba.rcoo, and, if he has 
another one, he may put it now. 

Mr. DASH: Do you know--
Mr. ROBERTS: I know much more that 

is worth knowing than the hon. member. 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Er' mer) : I would 

vc;ry much like to deal in detail with some of 
the remarks by the hon. member for East 

Toowoomba, but just for the 
[5 p.m.] moment I have ;orno more 

important matters to deal with. 
Given time and opportunity and the indul­
geiwe of the House, and not being led o!-I 
by too many interjections, I may be able to 
get through the matter that I intend to deal 
with. I congratulate the hon. m(•mber for 
Toowoomba. and the hon. member for 
Buranda on the excellent speeches they made 
when introducing the motion that \VC are now 
discussing. I congra tu late them because of 
the excellent work they did in pr0paration 
of their addresses. and I am sure that they 
are men who will do great honour to the 
Labour party and great honour to the Labour 
n1ovement. 

Mr. NoTT: There is plenty of room. 
Mr. F. A. COOPER: Yes. there is always 

plenty of room at the top. I also congratu­
late the Government on being able to fill 
vacancies in the party bv men of the sbtnd­
ing of the hon. member 'for ,Toowoomba and 
the hon. member for Buranda. The advent 
of those gentlemen to this Chamber reminds 
me that we have won two by-elections 
recently. Once more the people of Queens­
land hav" stamped their approval upon 
Labour Administration, and they have 
repeatedly stamped their approval on Labour 
Administ-ration since 1915. That is one of the 
most remarkable things in the history of 
Australia. ~ young country is everlasting!)' 
subject to c!1ange. New methods and new 
desires h~·ing changes very rapidly. The 
Labour C.overnment have entrenched them­
selves in the hearts of the people of Queens­
land, and that speaks volumPs for the wonder­
ful work they have done and the wonderful 
faith that the people of Queensland havc in 
the Government. 

I would like to join with other members 
who have expressed their regret at the depar­
ture of His Excellencv the Governor. Per­
sonally, we are all sorrv that he is going. 
He is a gentleman who has pleased us 
immensely. He has given all his time to his 
'\ark, and he has, I am sure, studied Queens­
land and Queensland conditions in a way 
that no previous Governor did. I ha,-e been 
struck with the things he has said and the 
things he has. done. On his very ]a,;t appear­
ance _m Ipswwh he spoke very highly of the 
activity of thiS Government in connection 
with education. I am going to quote his 
remarks, because I believe that thev are worth 
recording. In speaking at the distribution of 
pri"es won by the students of the Ipswich 
Technical College on 9th July last, he said-

" I was glad to notice l\lr. \\'ilson's 
recent stRtemont that the Government 
was considering a later school-leaving 
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age. This will be in accordance with the 
policy they have consistently follo;ved of 
raising thll standard of education 111 

Queensland.'' 
In case some one might doubt His Excel­
lencv's ability to speak upon th0 subject, 1 
will' quote further from His Excellency's 
remarks. He said-

" I have personally noted it in the last 
five or six vears. I claim thn from 
coming into· contact as ] luwc done 
through my advice being asked by 
mother,, with the correspondellCP classe' 
carried on for children in th•' out­
back, from visiting a great number of 
primary and many secondary schools, 
from being fairly familiar with the work 
of technical colleges, and from occnpymg 
a post in the University, from which I 
can judge the ao".istance given to it by 
the Government, I am in a position to 
pay the tribute." 

Hi,; Excellenc;· pointed out that hP was not 
afraid of being charged with trespasomg 
upon political s.ubjccts, ~ecause ever_.> .mernber 
of the commumt,·-hc chd not use ttlcse exact 
words-and even the Opposition in Parlia: 
rnPnt \vera of the saine opinion as he vvas on 
th<: matter-that the Queensiand Government 
had done quite a lot to advance cduca tiOn. 
I am pleased to use that quotahor, bccau,c 
of its justice and the clarity of it. and 
because it crives the exact rmpressron of I--Ir:-; 
Excellcncv."' It discloses his c!Nr reasoning· 
and his ability to pick out good points. 

Mr. CoRSER: This Government only 
followed out what '"as commenced bY a 
previous Government. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: How men do love 
t.o hano- on to the tails of our coats ! In all 
things that we have dene the Opposition have 
said, " Oh, well, you could ,;10t help :your­
self. \Ve gave you a start. There Is no­
doubt they would say that if they had not 
given us a start, they :vould have given_ us 
a start had they been giVen the opportumty. 
It is not a matter of giving them an oppor­
tunity, as the people of Queensland are 
sick and tired of the many changes of the 
political coats of the party opposite, and 
have not. only swept them off the f;we of the 
political earth but intend to keep them off 1t. 
(Government laughter.) I do not know, 
.:\Jr. Speaker, if you have ever been_ unf<,n·tu­
nate enough to be out on the brmy m a 
sailing vessel, to have seen it capsize, and 
to have seen the splutterings and gurglim;s 
of the incompetents in the attempt of those 
who were on the swamped boat to regain 
their former position, If you have, Sir, you 
will have some idea of the at-titude of hon. 
m em hers opposite in trying to secure posses­
sion of the political boat of Queensland. It 
is painful to watch their splutterings and 
gaspings; and, .if anv party was ever inept 
and unable to grasp the situation, it. is that 
party. Some years ago I had occasion in 
this House to c'a!I attention to the one point, 
if there 1's one, that they are consistent in, 
That. is their consistency in changing theor 
name. 

GoVERNME:<iT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: There was once a 
time when they were known as the Tory 
partv but thev did not care to own the· 
nam~: Then th<>y became the Liberal party, 
but they became tired of that name and 
became the P.P.L. party. I, in common 
with others, do not remember what exactly 
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those l<'tters represent, but it was said at the 
time that they stood for "Pulling People's 
Legs." (Government laughter.) That is 
true. Then they became tired of that name 
and became the N ahonalist party; then the 
Cnited party; and, having become tired 
of that name, they are now to be known as 
the Country-Progressive party. The man at 
the street corner selling a sparrow for a 
canary by dyeing it yellow is not half as 
bad as the people who are always trying 
to foist themselves on the people of Queens­
land by changing their name. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
lightning change artist at the Empire is not 
in it with them. 

11r. F. A. COOPER: I believe that is 
so, and, although they are like this man con­
tinually dyeing his bird, mcthinks you can 
still see the old whiskers coming through 
the dye all the time, as they cannot keep 
dyeing thc•wselves fast enough. (Govern­
ment laughter.) 

His Excellency has spent much of his time 
in his journcyings to and fro in Queens­
land. Like a famous ma,n who lived many, 
utan:- years ago, he can speak of his 
·· journeyings oft and labours abundant." I 
believe that Sir ::11:atthew Na,than, if the 
question of the appointment of Imperial 
Governors should become a burning question, 
will do a, good turn to the people who 
believe earnestly, and support the bringing 
of Governors fron1 overseas. But it is not 
a burning question, and there is not much 
in it. There is this in it from my stand­
point: I cannot for the life of me see the 
nccp::;.:;;itv for bring-ing a man fro!Yl overse~1s 
to do a job when his duties are la,id down in 
the Constitution of this State. I cannot see 
why a local n.an ca,m1ot be appointed speci­
ftcallv to do that work. The hon. members 
oppo~ite say that a local man cannot be 
appointed because of his politica,l views­
that he >1•1ttlcl be politically biased and "'ould 
tlms 1Jo unable to do the job. Yet these 
people have stood for the appointment to 
Chief Justicc,hips of such men as the lat-e 
Sir Samuel Griffith and Sir William Irvino 
-both politicians-and also of 11r. Jamos 
Blair '" Chief Justice of this State. and he 
alf'o was a politician! They ha ye ~tood for 
the appointment of politicia,ns in certain 
cases, and have believed that these men were 
unbias< d. The hon. member for East 'I'oo­
woomba a little while ago said tha,t he had 
been ,vatching the work of Mr. Frank 
Brennan as judge, a,nd. as far as he was 
able to see, he was discharging his judicial 
duti< well. Why. then. cannot we appoint 
the Chief Justice for this State as Governor 
to do the work as laid down in the Consti­
tution? That. is what we should do, and 
that is what we are aiming a,t. There is no 
idea held of appointing, as has been stated, 
a dc•relict politician to this high office, for 
he wc•uld bC' able to ca'l·rv on the same as a 
n:au fron1 oYerseas. Th8ro is no rcforrn or 
advallC'O in doing so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC LANDS : There 
is no gain at all. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: That is so. It is 
simply playing a g-a,me of one set of men 
against anot-her. There is no advantage in 
it. The ideals of the Labour pa,rty are for 
progrees. If we cannot make any progress " 
other than the substitution of a local 
Governor for a, Governor from oversea,s, it 

"Will be no progress at all. 

I notice that a number of speakers from 
the Opposition benches have drawn atten­
tion to the fact that the Governor's Speech 
consists largely of "a Bill to amend," and 
state that this is a, weakness either in the 
drafting of Bills or in the way in which 
legislation has been passed. That is not at 
all the case. Hon. members opposite believe 
1hat a law oncP passed-particularly those 
laws pa'8ed lOO years ago-should be the 
law to-day. They are against progress, 
against amendments, against improvements. 
The Bills that are being dealt with arc 
mostlv Bills for the amendment of m0asure,; 
that ·haye been .found wanting in certain 
respects. although in many cases it has been 
found that we can improve on previous 
legislation. This Jiarty is one of change and 
progrc"-s, and the amendments will be found 
to b<' of benefit to the whole State. Last 
session t,ho Government were taunted with 
keeping industrial legislation until the last 
session of a Parliament, so that they could 
make some faYourable impression on the 
electors. This is not a time-serving party, 
but a party which believes in doing what is 
nect',,sary. Thn presen"!; rnogrammo con~ 
sists of four industrial. nine agricultural 
and pastoral matters, and sevC'n 1neasures 
dealing with matters of general concern to 
the people of the State-one particularly 
dealing with the State servants. If that is 
scheming. or doing things with an eye to 
the political future for the sake of extend­
ing the life of this party, I cannot see it. 
This pctrtv stands for the whole of the 
vvorkers, v\'hether working in a factory, on 
a farm, or in an office. ThPir programme 
this session wil! show bv the time it is 
passed that it is perfecting the legislation 
of the past and makinc: the lav.,; better for 
the w0lfare of our workers in the future. 

One of the most notable amendments con­
templated i3 that of the Industrial Arbitra­
tion Act. A number of speakers have 
'"tressPd the matter of the appointment of a 
lay judg-e. I think. if we were to express 
our honest opinions, tnat we should all be 
in arrord with such a step. and would admit 
the nece'8ity of a lay judge in the Arbitra­
i ion C01nt. Matters which come before the 
Buprt me Court, the High Court, and the 
Mao-i,trates Courts are matters of law, and 
need legal men to preside over them. Arbi­
tration matters are not matters of law but 
of industry. concerning the industrial con­
ditions of this State, and who could be :1. 

bette1· judge in these matters than a man 
grounded in industry, who has f'rYPd his 
apprenticeship in industry, as has i ho 
Supreme Court judfl"e in law? From the 
start arbitl'fltion judges should have been 
men well grounded in industrial matters. 
Fortunatelv for this State, the late Chief 
Justice M~Cawlt>v was a man who had given 
much time and 'studv to industrial matters, 
one who had his finger on the pulse of the 
industrial world as skilfully as any man. 
The late Chief Justice McCawlev was extra­
ordinarilv well fitted to deal with the 
matters that came before him in the Arbi­
cration Court. No man. can be more com­
petent to deal with such matters than one 
who has served his apprenticeship in the 
industrial field, and I hope the appointee 
will be a, man who has gone through the 
mill and is well versed in such matters. 

A mu~h more important matter than t.\10 

appointment of a ].ay judge will be the insti­
tution of a Research Bureau. That is going 
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to do much more for the worker. much more 
for a better ,_ystem of arbitratioi1, than eve,1 
th<.> appointment of lay arbitration judg<JS. 
After all, judges .can only give judgment on 
the evidence that comes before them. The 
Research Bureau will collect data aud evl· 
<lcnce that will be of use to the a<h·ocatc s 
who come before the judges, and it w1ll 
a~.,ist to give to the worker that sh...tre CJf 

industry that he is eutitled to evcu under the 
bad system under w hi eh we arc at prese,1t 
living. When we do get sufficiently along the 
line when the workers will control industrv 
and own industry, we ··hall still need our courts 
of arbitration to decide what th various 
sections of incJu,;trv are entitled to for tho 
1vork thcv do for .the comnmnitv. \Vc arc 
forced to ·have court, of arbitration. ctnd tlw 
l{osearch Burum that we intend eetablishiae; 
this session "ill be a big step in the wa:-- of 
grtting the worker that share of industry tu 
which lw is tmquc 'tionably c•ntit leJ. Durinrt 
the last session we amended the Industrial 
Arbitration Act in the matter of introducin•r 
the 44-hour week. That Act came into foru 
on 1st Jul.v, and already \Ve are beginning to 
see the n·ouhs. It has created onL or t\Yo 
anon1alics, and I an1 oarncstlv usking- ti'r_• 

Government to <.S·ive particular attention to 
the anomalies that have been crc•ated withiYl 
the Government sr•rvice by the imtit.ution of 
the 44-hour week. 

I should like to ach·iso the II ous<' of one rn· 
two things that have happelw<l. In 1917. tiw 
It::tihYav Comn1is ioncr found hin1;,clf short c:f 
materi,;l, and particularly short of mo:H·Y 
because of tho distrc·s~ful financial po·itio". 
not onlv that this State and the v,-hole d 
Anstralia. but that the whole world n '" 

snffcring from. lie s0nt. his reprco;cntatiYe to 
the Ipswich Railway ',;\'orkshons Jnd L,]d the 
men there that it Y\"Ould be nccc'-"'~'arv, b.' •:au-;r> 
of the shortage uf rnhterial and s1;ortao;e uf 
n10lH'y, to disn1iss 100 PITlployPc- ', ,,ud in1Jl\t_di­
atcly the employee- put a countr·,· P''O))O"'I 
to him to th0 clicd. that the "·hole of tl'r 
,,-ork0rR should go on short tirne ratlH'l' t]l<l'"l 
that 100 cmnlo\0f'S sbou]d be d1smi ~Pd. T;1 
rPRult w·as tftat· tbP Saturdav morning· \Yn.::: cut 
out. and tho workers in the Ip~wich \York­
·"hops worked forty-three ancl thrc'"-(jl'"il't"r 
hou1.~ a \Yc:k instead of forty-ei:-~ht. Th'lt 
n.rrang0111CTit WDS ( r;ntinued for f'l('Y('11 HiOnth-.., 
nnd nt t 1w end of that period the-y upp]i,,cl to 
tho "\rbitration Co'n't anrl askr•<l for a 4 · 
hmn~ '"~ -'(•le but th0 CommiHiOJJf'l~ Dppm;ctl ~r 
:-.:'lving that he still want0d <1 48-lv tr \Yf'l'l.-:: 
<Jltl1ough h~! could not guarantc0 a full \Yf'r1:'s 
'-ork to the ll",1rkers ii-. t.he Ipswich Railw.::­
\Yorkshops. His Honour ask0cl thr arh·o­
ca.tf' for onB big s0rticn of th0 f'0~11b~n0d unkn 
or fcdr-ration. if th0v w0rc strong for fb~' !J~­
hrnu Wf'Pk aHhou~:h thev knt'W ihat the 
ir:rrNJsf'cl vv·age v.n~- to b<: ·ld. nn l1onr. \Ir. 
Carrnll. who rf'nrf's~,nfr•cl Pw t1''1( 1 r·s np~n'~' 
on that o-·casior:, snid t1H" \Yorkf'rs \YOtdd r -'~-h r 
have a Llr4-hour \Yf'ek \vithout anv incr~':l::.:~-' 
than a 48-hour \'"eek and an increccSP-m' 
''"ords to thnt effect. The Arbitration CoclTt 
thcr fixer! for th<• workers in the Inq\Yirh 
Hailwav ·workshopq a 44-honr wrrk. with n,., 
rc'"•U1t that there '"a" a cDn~ld0rablc rf'd•J,'­
t;Dn in ,Nag0s bPcause th0 total \V[l~f' nai<l f(!r 
tlJf"' 44-honr Wf'Pk \Yns not cqnal t·o the \Va!Ye 

Jh~t ,~-·ns prC'Yionsl:v prid for the 48-hour \Vt 1-.:. 

"When the 44-honr W"E'k wac, mack g:cncr-cl 
G-oYf'rnm('nt inti1nfltcd that no \Y~r~..:t:rs 
Vi'nrk0fl flJ·ivina1l:v fDrt.v-eip·ht honrs aPd y-cr,~ 
rfldnc;·,n_ to fortv-fonr hours vvould snffcr an-;· 
r<'clnction in pav. That meant that nwn "-h:, 
'"-crf' bein·g paid a. certain sum of n1oney fur 
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forty-eight hours' work were paid the samu­
amount of money for forty-four hours' work 
It clid not moan any increase in the actual 
payment they received, .but it diJ incrr·ase tl1e 
hourly rate that ihev were engaged upon. 
That made some con,idorable alterations iu 
1be rnatte:r of H?niority, be<--'. use seniorit_. 
depends to a great extent 'upon the amount of 
Y!lOne:v that a lllan receives. Consequently the 
Govprnment introduced a by-bw upholding 
the seniority that was in force prior to the 
pstablishrnent of the 44-hour wedc general!;;·: 
but that doe_s not clo away with the anomal0• 
that had been cn·atod, and although I stan'l 
for cYery cog irP the whcPl getting the sam,-.~ 
amount of oil-although I stand for -'VC"Y 
·worker \Yho does necessary work in industry 
getting the· ~amc as any other worker wlt,1 
does ncce'"ary work, and while I believe thnt 
~eYC'r.\~ cog that is useful is \Yorth the same a~ 
f'Ycry other cog~·,,e still have the po~iti011 
that tlwre arc workers in the inclnstrial field 
to-dav who are getting more than otlw:·' 
l>e<:ause of skill, because of scarcity of workers 
who arc a blr to do the work, and for otlwr 
reasons. Some people may be able to justif.v 
it. but I cannot justify it myself; none the 
l0f"s it 1s tho custom 2nd the law, and, bein;:: 
the law, I SU]1poso it must be obsPnod. I 
hope that the anomalies that have ariS<~'' 
bcratme of the introduction of the 44-hmn­
WPek ".·ill be rectified at the earliest possible 
moment bv the Government. 

I notice, although it is not includcd in the 
r~~t of BjJls, 1 ref0n'ncc ir. the SpP!"'l'h tr, 
( lw Salaries "\et of 1922, \Yhich is to lw 
repoakcl. \Ye know that the drcct 'lf that 
l'('j'ICal will bn thPt 11nblic: spr·.rQlJts '<ho haYP 
suffered a reduction of 5 per c<Ont. will h'"·,­
that reduction roston·d to thcrr>. I h :\"C H'l 

"'tract from the Speech dolivcrr.l In- t'le 
Premj( r of the daY which, as it 1..: 
imnortant. I \rantv to h:-tvc i1 -,,•1·ted 
'' I-Ian~ard." In ,-ohune CXXXIX. for 1922, 
pag0 891, the lat0 Pr0mior 1nado the fc.llo,,~inr" 
statement o'l the second reading of tb~ 
SalariPq Bill-

" Following on thP cleci.si< :1 of tlw 
.. Arbitration Court to rechl{'C the v 
aud salaries of publ-ic ~en.-onts, rh~_· 
't•rmneLt have decided to rcdtL c 
n1eans of this l!H"t~lHO the ~rdarie"' 
tho.;p publi(' s0ryants ID. r ·C( ipt of 
1lJHYards of £:'~}0 per .,nnun1. Tlwt redJtc­
tion lJao; Lc'C'll HlPdP as gcncr;J} ns r~Hsiblfl. 
nwl -will indnclc 1ncrnhers nf Parlianlf'llt, 
:1Tinis1ers of tht• Cru\01. aut; ntlw1 
offi<'crs." 

I consider that statPmcnt bv the !at. Pr.~­
n1ier \VRS of the utn~IOSt in1pOrtaiiC , bPCClUSt' 

it ctrr'"crl tlw fact that that re due' ion wn 
being rnaJp becnu~e of ihe rf'rluction mach: 
bv th" Arbitration Court. The l'l''luction 
,,,·as llHH:ln b7 the Arbitration f'1otn ,_ lJrC.lllSA-

1 h(• C'onrt lJ(-.lieverl lt to be ll('C'f ~<.::f! rv, The· 
reduction wa-: n1ade bv thA Uovernfncnt in 
1 he salaries of men oYe~· £tOO a Yf :1r l:f'.Cdu.;;~-· 
i heY bclic,-cd ihc rPrlnct.ion \".-nLs r:ecc·s~n r ·. 
ThP Gn,-f'rnnH~nt of the daY, lun·iu::r ,, rriYt~-d 
<1t ibc Dpinion t.hnt 1her" iS no further lH_·'d 
for the continuation of the Sal .ri" .·\et. 
~honld ('('rtainlv hrtYf' flrrivr.:d Hf th' cJ,ci.-:iru 
thnt there i~ n'o further n0cd for 1 he· r<'dnc- G 

tion maclo b:- th,- ArbitratioP Co<1rt. Till• 
man nndcr £300 i.s a n1an nruch ntor~ in 
ft('Cd of 'lll incn ''(' than th2 n1nn \vJ.,-1 1s in 
1 _rcipt of over £:'00. Look at it r~s ,., p nlaY 

~"rty that it wns t.n r._rbitt·nry action-it \\' t,~ 
done b7 the Govr-rnnH:nt. Uncl it rnn~t b .. 
n·f:torrd bv the Gov0rnrncnt. \V 0 cn,nnor g-et 
nv, a:.- fmm the fact that the lowest rwicl man 
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\vas the man \vho sufl'crcd 111uch rnore than 
the man who received a higlH•r sahcry. If 
rlwro is any justice to be done in the matter. 
tiw arnount vvhich \vas taken off bv rneans oi 
tho Arbitration Court, at any r>Lte: should be 
re~torcd to tho crr1plo:; ccs ~of ihl~ Govern­
ment. I believe that can lx done and ought 
to be done at the earliest possible moment. 
If we can SCf' our V\ ay clear to giv'~- back 
tu the people receiving over £300 the amount 
of money tctken from them, surely we ought 
first and forc1nost to see our \vay to give it 
to the under-dog or the lower-paid man. l 
bdiuvc that the Government will so think. 
Rough!) estimating the matter, I take it that 
there arc about 12,000 men in thP Railwa·: 
D<•partment who were snbjPd to that rednc· 
tion. An increase of 5 p0r ceut. on their 
wages, as awardccl by the Arbitration Court, 
''ill run into about £150,000. When \'0'-' 
come to think of it, £150.000 is PCJt <1 ,;erv 
great amount of monev ·for the Railwav 
D('}Jartment in its preSent condition. lt"s 
present condition is by no moans the b 'S1 ; 
but l want to draw the attention of the 
House t J the position of the Railwav Depart­
JGent. In 1920-21 the cxccs ... of re\'Pmw GYPr 
cxpenditul'C v. as a. matter of £230 914; for 
1821-22 it was £344.168; for 1922-23 it wao 
£706,138; for 1923-24 it was £723,287; and 
for 1924-25 it has jumped to the amount of 
£1,629,032. The railway employees of thL• 
State last year increased the earning·s of the 
ratlv, ays by nearly £1,000,000. Thcv haY' 
done it ~<'cause the opportunity wa~ there 
to earn 1 t. The seasons ha YO bePn better : 
lilOre 'tuft' and ITlOl'O llasse_·~~·crs haYe been 
?arricd; and, ·without auy ve1·y great incrcas~ 
~n the nu1nLe1' of cn1ploypes. they han~ 
lncre~..tsed the 0a_rnings of thf' Railway Depart­
ment by pracilcally £1.UCO,OOO. Jt "ill be· 
u recognition of the \York which the- raihYt:~V 
employees haYe done to giYe lo thf'm :-.nn1~~ 
liitlc increase in the basic wag2 a .•:ard, cl tv 
tl!fJ ~\rbitration Court. · 

1\1r. ~lORGAX: You lllU.":t athuit 1hat 
freights and fares haq; b:Jlle up. 

:llr. F . ..\. COOPER; Thcv hav0 "Ollc' np 
a Jiti]e, but ll Jt to the l'XtN;t of ;\;;l:QQQ.QOQ. 

:\Ir. ?doHGA~: Sixty per cent. 111 1nan:, 
cases. 

;vrr. F. A. COOPER: But th0,. have nnt 
g·one up to the extent of £1,000,000. The 
employees of the Railway D<~partrnent, giYcn 
ihe opportunity, have earned unother 
£1,000,000 for the departmr·nt and giviJw 
tlwl? 5 }lfT cent. is ~iruply 'giYing llH'l~ 
a httlo more than the basic wage. Surely 
the Government ought to be in a position to 
pay h wage which is ":!Omething n1orc than 
the basic wage! \Ve complain because 
employers !nake the minirnurn wage th0 
n1axirnum, and surely to goodness the Go­
vernment ought to be in a position to shor 
an example to out.sid~ employers b;. making 
the w:>~e of the rarlwav workers a little 
mote than that a warded by the Court '· 
They have e:unecl the money. Thr · !rave 
nut the State in the best financial nosition 
it has enjoyed for many years. That is 
what the r:tilw~y employees have done dur­
mg the last twelve months, and I am satis­
fied that the other workers of the State will 
Pc t grudge to the railv•a·.· employee·' in the 
,]Jghtcst degree a little more than what out­
side employer· ard forced to giv0 la their 
employees. 

I have not much more time at mv dis­
posal, hut I would like to refer to one or 
lwo remarks by the hon. member for Too-

wong. He wanted to know something about 
why a Minister of the Crown and the leader 
of the Federal Labour party walked in a 
process_ion \Vherc there vvas a rod flag. 
What 1s the red flag, when all is said and 
Uonc? 

:VIr. :MAXWELL; I was not talking abont 
the red flag. I was referring to the Bolshe­
vik statements. 

Mr. F. .\.. COOPER: I am not concerned 
about the other statements but in anv cuse 
what is there in Bolshevik' statements"? Do 
we not all live in a country where freedom 
of speech and freedom of the Press arc 
admitted p1·inciples; and surely every man 
1s entitled to express his opinion, no matter 
what il ma:· be i But these people w:wt to 
g·o bnck to the dark ages. They say they do 
not hcheve in what we believe in, and want 
to "chuck out" all those who do not spe 
eye to eye with them-these are people who 
clo not believe in free speech or the frocdm•t 
of the Press. They would snppre's anything 
or anyhody opposed to them politicall,. 
The~· h<tve no time for anything they do ni>t 
beheve m, or for anything that v;ould nmkc 
for the LdtermPnt of the workers. The hon. 
In~mber for East Too,vooruba poses as a 
fnend of the workers, and he criticises the 
party which h<Is done its best in the past 
for the workers, and is doing it.-l best now. 
These political troglodytes, who want to 
whJtcwash themselves and to " put them­
selves g·oocl" with the ·,o:orkers o.c this State 
reall) get themselves into a most remarkable 
position. Thc~y say, " See rnc! I have i11 
my veins the good red blood of humanity; 
Lut I am up against every attempt to 
improve the conditions of humanity." Such 
an attitude stands for nothing but the atti­
tude of a political troglodyte. The hon. 
member for Ee st Toowoomba ~tancls on the 
floor of this House with his tongue in his 
cheek. and if the workers of East Too­
woomba can be gulled by that sort of thing 
they arC> W('lcome to the political represcnta­
ti,·c ihey have. For my part, I cannot 
undrrsbncl the point of view of the hon. 
mem~1cr or of people w!Jo saY that the·; l,ave 
an objectioH to the red flag. The rc;d flag 
is <'ntblcmatie of the reel Llood of humani!Y 
that conrsf.:; through tho veins of all of ll~. 
It stands for libert :. It is the hope of 
better things. WhcrO\·cr it flies there is 
:-.till ~omc hope for the \vorkcrs of the- world. 
It 1<1a' cs for equality of opportunity. thP 
Yory 1 hing that people on the ot.hf'r si.df' of 
this Charnb- r luve denied, and will continu0 
to deny. to the 1vorkcrs so long as thcv have 
the power. They are against cqnalit; of 
opportunity. Their great desire is to uphold 
the oppressor, and to see that he is main­
tained in his position of power. I \\ant. to 
sav that thP red flag· is the flag of t.]v­
rPYolution whjrh i~ :.-;lo,vly but surel;r l<~.·l_d­
ing the pl'ople from darkness to light; 
1vhich i" leading them from pennrv to 
plenty; which is <lelivering them from 
hatrNI. and all that hatred begds. into 
brotherhood and fellowship and a co-opera-
1 iYe cornmonwea lth. The hon. member for 
TomYong-whose heart bleeds for thP 
worker, who S\Ycats grP.nt drop::: of blood 
wht?nevcr h0 n1cet~ anything in the naturP 
of oppression. 1vho~P he!lrt is one gT<'at 'viclf' 
open door for ell of us·-m·vcrthele3' stands 
for the political party which has its heel on 
the neck of the workers. and will keep it 
there so long as it has the power. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 

31T. P. A. Cooper.] 




