
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 30 JULY 1925 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Address in Reply. [30 JULY.] Questions. 29 

THURSDAY, 30 JULY, 1925. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Bcrtram, llfarec) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

PA::\fEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN. 
The Sl'};AKER: Pur"! ant to the require­

ments of Standing Order No. 13, I hereby 
nominate the follm,-ing members to form the 
p:tncl of Temporary Chairmen during the 
present. se'Jsion :-

Frank Arthur Cooper, member for the 
electoral district of Bremer; 

David Alr·xander Gledson. member for 
the electoral district of Ipswich; 

Frodcrick Lancclot Nott, member for 
the electoral di•>trict of Stanlcy; 

IIarr} Frcdcrick \Valkcr, member for 
the electoral district of Cooroora; 
and 

Da,-id \Voir, member for the electoral 
district of Maryborough. 

QUESTIONS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT A);D l'OWER METER RENT. 
Mr. FRY (Iiurilpa) asked the Secretary 

for Public \Vorks-
" In view of the unreasonable charges 

and conditions imposed and attaching 
to the use of electric light and power 
meters, will he exercise his authority and 
ha ,.e condit·ions altered, so that the 
charges or cost of meters be made more 
equitable. and thus remove the cause of 
much dissatisfaction amongst house­
holders and people using electricity?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. :!\I. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" If consumers are not satisfied with 
the charges made by electric authorities 
for met.ors they 11avo the right, if so 
dc,.irod, to provide their own. They 
must at all times, at their own expense, 
keep them in proper order for correctly 
registering the Yalue of supply." 

PROPOSED Tnar\\'AY ExTEXSION TO GRANGE 
EsTATE, XEWMARKET, 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" \Vill he lay upon the table of the 
House all papers, together with all 
notin!!s t-hereon, dealing with the pro­
posed tramway extension to the Grange 
Estate, Nc\vmarkct ?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (:Hon. J. 
Stopford, JI ount 1li organ) replied-

" The papers can be perused at the 
Homo Office." 

hQUIRIES BY :::\1ETROPOLITAN \VATER SuPPLY 
AND SEWERAGE BoARD IN RE RENTAL 
VALUE 01' PROPERTIES. 

Mr. KEHR (Nnoggera) asked the Secre­
tary for Public W arks--

" 1. Was it at his instigation or wtith 
his approval that. the Metropolitan 
\Vater and Sewerage Board secured 
information in regard to the rental value 
of properti'es? 

"2. To bring about an alteration of 
the present system of computation, 
would the Act require amendment?" 
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The SECRT~TARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) replied-

" 1. The Metropolitan Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board is empowered 
under section 97 (2) of the Metropolitan 
\Vater Supply and Sewerage Acts, 1909-
1923," to collect information regarding 
the rental value of properties. 

" 2. No. The Board, under Part 
VIII., sections 88 and 90, of the 
Metropolitan \Vater Supply and Sewer­
age Acts, 1909-1923. shall define by by­
laws the basis upon which water and 
sewerage rates shall be assessed." 

HEVEXl:E FRO)! TIMBER ROYAL1'IES OR STUl\IPAGE, 
1920-1925. 

"Mr. FRY (llurilpa) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vhat is the total revenue> received 
by the 'Governmc>nt from royalties or 
stumpage on timber rc>movod from lands 
under the control of the Lands Depart­
ment up to and inclucling five (5) years 
ended 30th June, 1925? 

"2. \Vhat amount, if any, has been 
Pxpend0d on rpaf1\we.cJtation during the 
five (5) years ended 30th June. 1925 , .. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'GBLIC LA:-IDS 
(Hon. \\'. l\IcCormack. U" 'rns) replied-

" 1. From 1st Jnly, 1920, to 30r.h ,June. 
l925, inclusive, tlu' t·eycnuc on account of 
foresh·"· was £955.723. 

" 2. During thii::i }l('riod th0 sum of 
£2G2,430 has been SfJent in af[orestation, 
rcaffcrc~tatio:1, and kii1circd work.'' 

FmA'lGL\L HELrEF ron SoLDIER SETTLERS. 

1\lr. COHSEH. (Barnett), for :'lfr Cost.cllo 
(('arnarcon), a~kPJ the Sr>cretnry for Public 
Lancls-

" In Yiew of the fact that the Govern­
tnent has iu rnany cases -..vipcd off arrear.::. 
of interest owing by soldier settlers, will 
h: grant equivalent relief to those who 
hay~._• kept t-heir pa:,Tn1cnts up to date, and 
have not therefore ;-eceive<l any b< ncfit. 
either by deducting their pay~tnent.s of 
interest from their ontstanding liabilities 
or by crediting such payn1c11ts to future 
years?" 

The S1<:CRE'l'ARY FOR FCBLIC LA"\DS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" It is assunwd that solclier settlers 
who md tla•ir liabiliti• s were able to 
tnect thmn. and in those circnnlstanCt!.;; 
relief is not needed." 

1\'Ir. CORSER (!Jmn£11), !or Mr. Costdlo 
(Uarnar- on), asked the Premier-

" 1. I-Ias ho received the agrce1ne.11t 
relative to the \Hiting off by the Com­
monv. ealth Government of £.\75,000 of 
the~ State's indebtedness on acconnt of 
soldie-r s<'ttlcrs? 

" 2. I-Ias the agreement yet been 
sign(~d? 

" 3. If and 'vhcn such relief is granted 
by the Common\\ calth to the State--(a) 
Does the agreement provide that pro­
portionate relief shall be given to the 
soldier settler, by writing off a portion 
of their indebtedness?; (b) if not, does 
the Government intend to give such relief 
to these settlers '! " 

The PREMIER !Hon. W. ~. Gillies, 
r,'aclwm) replied_:_ 

" 1. The draft agreement has been 
received, and is now under consideration. 

"2. See answer to No. 1. 

" 3. (a) ~o, the agreement does not 
provide for r.elief to individual soldier 
'ettlers; (b) as mentioned in the· 
Uovernor's Speech, snbstantial relief has 
alree~dy been granted by the Queensland 
Government to individual soldier 
.settlers." 

Qc:EEKSLAND PARTICIPATION JN hiPERIAL 
MIGRATION SCHEME. 

)lr. CORSEH (Hurnett). for Ml'. Costello· 
\('an>arl·on), asked the Premier-

" 1. Has he yet received the agreement 
relating to the Imperial migration 
::;;cheme, and, if FO. has suc.:h agree1ncnt 
yet been signed on behalf of tbe Queens­
land Government'! 

"2. \\'hat amount will be made avail­
" ble to Queensland under this scheme, 
and at what rates of interest?" 

The T'REJ\Ul<:R (Hon. W. ;\1, Gillies, 
lo'uehrnn) replied-

.. 1. The draft agreement has been 
rcceiYed, and is no\v under consideration. 

" 2. The amount proposed to be 
adnwc:d to each State Government 
\YC•llid depend npon the number of 
rnigranh absorbed by individual States 
lmdN the pro\·isions of the proposed 
rrgref'rnent. The ratrs of interest payabld 
b,,. the Strrtc Governmento arc-(a) Fc,r 
the first fin, y0ars, 1 per cent. per 
annum; (b) for the suecC'eding five years, 
0nc-thircl the rate payable by the Com­
mornyealth GovNnment; and (c) there­
rrftC'l' at the full rate payable by the 
Cornnwnwealth Government?" 

:Hr. ~,<AX\YELL (Too1conq) asked the 
Prcrrlic~r-

" 1. Has the Government arrived at a 
rlccision with reference to the Migration 
Agreem~nt with the Commonwealth 
Governn1ent? 

" 2. If so, will he make such decision 
known to the House at the earliest 
possible mo1nent ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
E,zeha ,n) replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. Yes.'' 

SLEEPER BLOC'KS FROl\1 PRDIARY PRODUCERS 
AKD A.\V.U. TICKETS. 

Mr. CLAYTO~ (TT'ide Ba11) asked the Sec-
retary for Railways- · 

"1. Is it a fact that before officers of 
the Railway Department will .accept 
sleeper blocks from primary producers 
and others they first require production 
of an Australian Workers' Union ticket? 

"2. \Yill he instruct his officers that 
where a person supplying sleepers is a 
primary producer, and furnishes proof 
that he is a member of a Local Pro­
ducers' Association, an Australian 
Workers' Union ticket shall not in future 
be required 'i '' 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" 1 and 2. Yes, pieceworkers are 
required to have an Australian Workers' 
Union ticket. This is in accordance with 
tho 'spirit of clause 37 of the Railway 
Construdion Workers' Award." 

REASONS FOR LATE ARRIVAL OF RAILWAY 
TRAINS. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. Swayne 
(Jiimni), asked the Secretary for Railways-

" What is the reason for the late 
arrival of trains at stations that has now 
bPcome so prevalent outside the metro­
politan area? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" Dela.ys to trains are common through­
out the world in railway working even 
when tntffic is normal; the traffic on the 
Queensland railways at the present time 
is abnormal, and the department is tak­
ing every possible means to reduce late 
trains to a minimum by pushing ahead 
with a vigorous rolling stock programme 
reorganising time-tables, providing addi: 
tional siding accommodation and crossing 
place,_ A special officer is engaged 
supervising traffic arrangem<mts through­
out the State." 

MR. MARK HAP.RISON AND DIRECTORSHIP OF 
CouNCIL oF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. Deacon 
(Cunningharn), asked the Secretary fer Agri­
culture-

" 1. Is it correct that the Government 
offered to appoint Mr. Mark Harrison 
as Director of the Council of Agricul­
ture? 

" 2. If so, was such offer made on 
advice of the Agricultural Council or 
without? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1. I understand the matter of the 
appointment of a Director of the Council 
of Agriculture' was discussed informally 
with Mr·. Harrison, who intimated he was 
not an aspirant; subsequently the posi­
tion was adv~rtised, and Mr. Macgregor 
was the successful applicant, 

"2. See ar1swer to No. 1." 

I:«QUIRY I;,;To RAILWAY DERAILMEXTR. 
Mr. SIZER (Sandyatc), without notice, 

asked the Secretary for Railwavs-
" 1. Has his attention b~cn called to 

a railway derailment at Cabooltu~·e? 
"2. Sccinp- that the inquir·c i'1tn 1hc 

r_r~~aveston disaGb?r is s6ll iEoL'' ding, 
wrll he extend the scope of that inquiry 
to enable the Board to -C:eal ,, id1 the 
abnormal number of rai!wav derailments 
that have occurred rcccntb- ·.' 

The SECRETARY FOR RML'vYA~TS 
(Hon. J. Larcombc, J(, ppel) replied--

" I would point out to the hon. 
gentleman that there is not "'' abnormal 
number of derailments, bnt an ithnormal 
amount of publicity given to clerailmr-nts. 
~f a railway hot box occurs to-day, there 
1s a double eoluwn headirw in the claily 
Press with ~espect to it. Many of these 
mmor dera!lmcnts are comme;,; in all 

States of Australia and on all railway 
eystems throug.hout the worl-d. If the 
hon. member would take the· trouble to 
inquire into the position in New South 
Walee, Victoria, or other pla.cc'., he 
would find that the percentage is much 
greater than it is sai-d to be in Queens­
land. 

;\llr. KERR: Inefficient railways. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

"If the hon. member "·ill look into 
the railway working prior to the coming 
into power of tho preecnt Administration 
he will find that the percentage of 
derailments, hot boxes, and other such 
minor matters was greater then ihan it 
has been of late." 

1\Ir. CoRSER: \Vhat does i he A mtralian 
Railway Union say about the moth'r? 

Mr. KERR: Inefficient rolling stock. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But-­

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
I am pointing out, Mr. Speaker, that on 
those occasions there was no j:.,abour Govern-. 
ment in power--

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS': 

And there was no reason why the Press--

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

INCOME TAX REGULATIOKS 
RATIFICATION BILL. 
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Jfr. Po/lock, Orrgory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
Eacharn): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to approve and ratify certain 
regulations purporting to have been 
made under and in pursuance of the 
Income Tax Act of 1924." 

As I explained yesterday, the object of this 
amending Bill is to ratify certain regulations 
which were made on the 8th instant. There 
i.3 no doubt about their necessity, following 
on the dercgistration or the refusal to register 
cert ,in persons and firms licensed as agents 
under the Act who had been found guilty 
of making false returns. Following on the 
refusal to register these persons, it was found 
that they were sending out circulars under­
taking to do the work for nothing, and in 
order that the Board should have control 
over the people who carry out such work it 
ha·· been found necessary to introduce this 
Bill. \Vhcn the scheme was recently before 
Parliament it met with the general approval 
of hon. members on both sides. I have no 
doubt, therefore, that hon. members on both 
sides will see the necessity of this small Bill. 

lVlr, MORGAX: Is this due to faulty drafting 
of the Bill? 

The TREASURER: No. It was not 
known at the time that these people would 
undertake to do the work for nothing. But, 
although they may profess to do the work 
for nothing, they will get recompense in 
other ways, and this Bill is necessary in 
order that people who are considered not 
qualified and who have been deregistered 
should not be rercgistercd or allowed tc 
practise in this way. 

Question put and passed. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAX reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Tho resolution \vas agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The TRKAS URER presented the Bill, and 
moved-

" That the Bill be no\\ read a first 
time." 

Question put and pa,sed. 

The second reading of the Bill was ma·de 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

TOWKSVILLE BRIDGES BILL. 
INITIATIOK IK CO'IIMITTEE. 

(Jh. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

The TREASL:RER (Hon. W. N. Gillies, 
RrJcham.): I beg 10 rnove-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introdLlCcd to authorise the Council of 
tho City of Townsville permanently to 
maintain Victoria Bridge, over ·Ross 
Creek. and to construct and maintain a 
new bridge over Ross Creek within the 
said city \vithout making proyision for 
tho opening of a portion of such bridges 
for the passage of vessels, and also to 
construct and n1aintain a way over or 
adjacent to the said Ross Creek; and for 
other consequential purposes." 

The object of this Bill is obvious. It is 
to give the Townsville City Council autho­
rity to build a new bridge over a navigable 
stream-the Ross River-and also to close the 
old bridge. The ol·d bridge provides for 
an opening to allow small craft to go up the 
river, but the stream is really not used now 
for navigation, and it is necessary, in view 
of any common law or other rights, to pass 
legislation to give the council protection 
and authority to erect a new bridge further 
up. The Bill itself and the attached plan 
will indicate exactly what is required. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CnAIRMAK reported that the Committee 

harl come to a resolution. 
The resolution was ac;ree-.l 1 c. 

FIRST READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. K. Cillics, 

"f:aclwrn) presented the Bill, and movPd-
" Thot the Bill be now real a first 
ti1nc." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill v, as Inhde 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ADDRESS I;\! REPLY. 
RESDJPTIO)I OF DEBATE. 

)[r. PEASE (Herbert) (v,ho on nsmg 
was received with Government cheers) said: 
I de8ir0 to congratu]ate thr- rtlOYcr and 
seconder of the A.cJdress in Reply on the able 
manner in which they dealt with the subject 
matters referred to in the Governor's Speech. 
As thE>y covered practically the whole ground 
of the Speech, I shall content myself wit.h 
d-ealing with the propaganda issued bv the 
Opposition .cJuring th'i' recess, both on the 
platform and in the Press during the Greater 
Brisbane elections camp.aign and during the 
New South Wales election. The surprising 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

thing is that the attacks of the Opposition on 
this Gow'rnnwnt are tccually levelled outside 
this Chamber. I listened to the leader of the 
Opj:mition yesterday delivering his epocech 
un the Address in Rep!". and I naturally 
expected him lo repeat some of tho 
charg-es which he and members of his 
party are making outside the House 
so that they could be rPplicd to, and, as 
yon will sec lcdore I sit dcwn, replied to 
very effectively here. 

The only matter that the leader of the 
Oppo5ibon touched on ycstPr·day was in con­
nection ·with ma.nufacturing industries in 
QuPensl and. He CJUOtcd figures to try and 
show that the n1anufactnnng industl'ies in 
Quef'nsland WPr<' going to thP dogs. But 
he did not go far enough. He did what 
hon. rnembe1·s opposite always do; he 
quoted a few figures that suited his case. 
Anvono from tho other StatQs or from over­
f"·?a~ desi1·ous of opening business in Oueons­
Janr1, after reading the figures quoted by 
the leader of ihe Opposition. would be very 
chary abont coming hero. I want to quote 
a fpw othf"r figures. I an1 quotjp~ from 
the " ABC of Queensland Statistics" for 
1925, page 137. In 1914. when Queensland 

.lS mismanaged by the same gang that 
are over there to-day. the value of the output 
in Qu('Pnsland--

Tho SPEAKER: Order~ Order! 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby1) : I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member in ordm· m 
callill'.; members of the Opposition a 
" gang" '? (Government laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : The language is not 
elegant. but the hon. member will know that 
a greater latitude is allowed to an hon. 
member when referring to a party than when 
referring to an indi \·idual. 

An 0PPOSITIOx ME~IBER: He thinks he is 
in a raihvay construction camp. 

:VIr. PEASE: I might say that there m-e 
more hononrable men engaged in the rail­
way constructjon than ther·e are In the 
OprlOsition. 

The SPE~\.KER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will not impute improper motives. 

Mr. PEASE: Before I sit down I will 
tell the Opposition what their own Press 
think. They say harder things of them than 
I have said. In 1923 the value of the output 
of manufactures ;_n Queensland compared 
with 1914 showed an incre.1se under the 
management of a sane Governn1ent of 
£13,500.000. The value per head of manu­
factures in 1914 was £226. and under this 
Government it increased to £373 in 1923. 
The Yaluo of the output in 1914 was £589, 
and in 1923 it had increased to £865. The 
hon. member for Nundah is a financial man 
and he has something to do with banking 
and insurance companic>. If he would only 
road the balancce-shcets of the banks of 
Queensland he woqld £nd that from 1914 to 
1924 the amount of money and the value of 
securities hdd by the banks in Queensland 
in ten years under Labour administration 
have increased by £30,500,000-that is to say. 
that owing to the sane legislation of this 
Governmo"t the assets of the banks in 
Queensland show that increase in the period 
mentioned. 

Mr. KELSO: Give us the figur·es for the 
Southern States. 
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:llr. PEASE: You can give what you like 
after" ards. 

:VIr. KELSO: You cnly give what suits 
you. 

~Ir. PEASE: The wealth production of the 
State of Queensland in 1923 in comparison 
with 1914 ha·d increased by over £19,000,000. 
The Opposition do not like this sort of thing. 
I am here as a Qucenslandcr to stand up for 
Quec·nsland and to induce the people of the 
other S,atcs and overseas to come to Queens­
land. I am convinced that thoro is no State 
in Australia to-day-and I speak as a busi­
ness man-which offers greater facilities to 
business men than the State of Queensland. 
The value of the wealth production of Queens­
land has increased nearly £20,000,000 under 
Labour rulP. The ships which entered the 
port of Brisbane in 1914 numbered 497, and 
in 1924 the number of vessels which came to 
Brisbane to take away the products which 
this 'GovPrnment have fostered had increased 
to 955, or practically double. Owing to our 
sane legislation, which enables the producer 
to produce successfully, it requires double 
the number of ships to come here and take 
away the products of the State, and that 
is what our Government are responsible for. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ME1IBER: 'What about the 
othl'r States! 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for Too­
wong and the hon. member for Nundah went 
over to ;'\" ew South \Vales to speak and 
according to the " Courier," two men' and ;_, 
dog \V8~'C thf~ir audience. (Government 
laughter.) And even the dog went to sleep! 
(R-enewed laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order!, 

{v1r. PEASE : I shall now quote from a 
speech which the hader of the Opposicion 
made at Ipswich. As I said, he makes all 
these speeches outside the House and not 
in,ide it, and becattse I come along here and 
try to deal with the matter, naturally the 
Opposition do not like it. First of all. he 
said that this Government was a ",minority" 
Government. I thought that that idea was 
-exploded long ago. \Vhat actuallv hap­
pened? At the last elections in Queensland 

this Government put up a record 
[11 a.m.] which I do not think any Govern-

ment in the world has ever 
exceeded. They went to the country and 
every member on this side of the Hous'e was 
returned, and, in addition, six seats wore 
won from the Opposition. Moreover, we 
have won every by-election-Warrego, Bu­
randa, and Toowoomba. If we were such 
a bad Goyernment, and the people did not 
want. us, surely to goodness at these by­
electwns-when the Opposrt10n can concen­
trate the wholG of their forces upon them­
th-e people would give them their answer 
'fhe people did on every occasion. It doe~ 
not ma:ter what money they spend or how 
the:• concentrate their. efforts, they are unsuc­
cess~ul. I took part m the recent campaign 
m New South \Vales, and I illustrated to the 
farming community there what our Govern­
ment had ,done-satisfactorily to the electors 
because the brother of the Premier wa~ 
returned. In effect, we went over there and 
convinced the farme!·s that our policy was 
sound. And what drd the farmers of Too­
woomba say at the last by-election? 

Mr. MAXWELL: 'fhey are not farmers. 

M~. PEASE.' They live on farming; they 
are m a farnung community, and naturally 

1925-D 

thev ha<i to do 'Vhat the farmers want. 
(O])position interjectioYJ.) And, whilst I am 
on this point, I should like to say that 
during the New South \Vales election this 
'' minority Government " cry vvas used a 
good deal, and a statement which was put 
into " Hansard " by the then leader of the 
Opposition was quoted. That statement was 
incorrect, and I am surprised to find that 
the leader of the Opposition should ],end 
himself to putting an incorrect statement into 
"HansaPd." He asked the permission of 
the Honse to put it in-he did not read it­
so that it got there without examination by 
members on this side, and it was incorrect. 

J\Ir. ConSER: What leader was it? 
Mr. PEASE: Never mind. Probably a 

bott er man than somebody else. (Laughter.) 
That statement is incorrect in that the Oppo­
sition claimed the Rosewood electorate for 
the Country party. That fact just illustrates 
the wrt of tactics hon. members opposite are 
prepared to adopt. They put into " Han­
sard" an incorrect staternont, inasmuch as 
in it they claim Rosewood, whereas every­
body knows that the member for Rosewood 
sits over hero. 

]\fr. CORSER: What is the date of that? 

Mr. PEASE: The date is 21st August, 
1923. Now I will give what 1·eally happened 
to a "minority" Gm·ornment, who are really 
ruining the Commonwealth by bad adminis­
tration. I refer to the present Federal 
Government, and I quote from " The 
1'\ational Review," their own paper, which 
said that-

" The figures showed that at the last 
Senate election the Labour majority was 
90,616, and that six Ministers and thirty­
seven members lost their seats." 

Another charge which was made by the 
present leader of the Opposition was that we 
\\ere frightened to go to the country. Our 
GoYcrnmont are not frightened to go to the 
country. The only Governments who are 
frightened are Governments composed of 
member, like hon. members opposite, because 
at present the Federal Goverument are hang­
ing· on for all they are worth. They will not 
go to the country until their full time 
expires, and, when they do go, they are 
going to got a very bad shock. I drd not 
happen to be in the Chamber when the 
eleetoral Estimates were being discussed last 
session or I would have quoted then what I 
propose to read now. If hon. members will 
look at the " Daily Mail " of the 26th June, 
1923, they will see this comment-

" The sooner the Opposition realises 
that it is beaten on its merits the better 
for it." 

And it goes on to say-
" Mr. Taylor's basis of calculations in­

cluded electorates in which there were 
no party fights, and he made an arbitrary 
alloca.lion of votes." 

The Townsville "Bulletin" of 24th May, 
1923, said-

" Queensland electors have again cast 
their votes in favour of the Labour party 
and, as majority law rules in this State, 
their voice has to be accepted. It is a 
cleanly cut victory, and the Labour 
party will go back numerically 
strengthened. There can be no mistaking 
the edict of the people. They have 
decided for Labour rule." 

Mr. Pease] 
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The Sydney "Daily Telegraph" says-
" An Opposition with a policy as 

colourless and uncnterprising as its per­
sonnel was weak, sought to impress the 
electors with a wa,rning that tho 
Ln hmr GovcrnrnPnt had ern barked on 
a political jaunt of 'Red Bolshevism.' " 

The hon. mPmbor for Toowong rendered 
very g-ood senice to a Labour candidate in 
New South \;Vales during the la,st elections 
there. He went over therp and preached the 
BolshPvik business so much that he disgusted 
even his own supporters, who refused to 
go aHcl listen to him, and so Labour won the 
scat. 

1\lr. J'v1AXWELL: T,hat is wron11. 

:Mr. PEASE: It is absolutdy right. The 
hon. member spoke of nothing else but 
Bolshevism. and h1s own papers got dis­
gusted. Mr. Dcnham, ex-Premier of Queens­
land, speaking in America, said-

" Tlw Labour Party has been in power 
jn Queensland for a long tin1e and 
gPIH-;t·al condu('t of affairs has been quite 
satisfactor,-. Thou,;h not presuming to 
say how Government control or State 
ownership might work in the United 
States, I < 'tn say-after an extended 
visit to Canada-,that we sePm to be 
more up-to-elate than the:,· are in 
f1anada." 

Some hon. members oppo'itc made 
reference to the redistribution of seats. 
When the redistribution took place, Mr. 
Fihcllv, who was tho Acting· Premier of thc 
day, made this statement to the Press-

" This morning I took thP opportunity 
of spending ha.lf an hour with Mr. Ferry 
(Chairman of tlw Commission) anrl the 
absurditY of the Press criticism is •shmvn 
by the fiict that out of 28 anti-Labour 
members wl1o ea llcd on the Commis­
sioners. 25 fulh' approved of the altera­
tions. tv·o had no objections, and only 
onp harl a complaint at all. Mr. Ferrv 
also informed me that out of the 26 
Labour members who called, four had 
very definite objections. These figures 
speak for themselves. 

"It is true that there will be new 
electorates and that old ones will 
disappear. That is unavoidable. The 
same thing- happPned in 1911. ,.\nd to 
anyone who is a,cquaintecl with the 
metropolitan area it must be langhable 
to hear of complaints from anti-Labour 
membrrs. moro particularly when you 
look at the n<'w 'Vynnum and Sandgato 
electorates.'' 

I a.m quite conYinred that after the next 
election' the Go,-ernmPnt will come back 
with mrh a big following that it will be 
necrssary for us to find the Opposition. 

One of the main a.ttacks made bv the 
Opposition and ih Press propagandists out­
ciclo of this Chamber is that ·,\ e arc taxing 
the people out of Queensland. \Yhat is the 
fact? According to the Commonwealth 
st~tistician's figurt's for 1924. tho excess of 
arriYals over cfepartures is shown by these 
figures-

Qneensland 
Yictoria, 
New South \Vales 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Northern Territorv 
Foderal Territory. 

[.ilir. Pease. 

18.223 
12.078 

5.257 
7.036 
5.271 

29 
350 

In Tasmania, instead of there being an 
excess of arrivals. the number decreased by 
4,495. In the Federal electorate of Herbert 
---w hi eh will shortlv be reprpscntod in the 
Federal House bv our ox-Premier-the num­
lwr of pe1·sons 'enrolkd had increas2cl b:. 
3,649 in 1924, as compared with 1922. Hon. 
members know that it t1.kes 5 vears for an 
im1nigrant, unlPH3 he be Briti,,h:born. t'l get 
on the roll. The figure 3.649 reprc,•onts not 
ehilclren, but adults alone whose names have 
bf'en added to the electoral roll for Horbert. 
Then the Oppositiou say that we are taxing 
the peoiJle out of Queensland. They say 
that \Ve a.re enconraging unemployment. 
They assert that there is more unemployment 
in Qneen"!and than in any other St,te. Th0 
Unemployed 'Vorkers Insurance Act pro­
.-ides benefits for :dl pcr,ons registered under 
that Act as unemployed. Never since that 
Act came into operation has the percentage 
of unemployed to employed persons under 
the proYisions of tho Act exceeded 3 per 
cent. The highest percentage of all regis­
tercel unemployed since the passing of that 
Act is 5.6, whereas in Victoria for the last 
ten years it ha• be,en 9 per cent. Those 
figures must certainly show what we are 
doing in Queensland. \Vo are able to show 
a record increase in population, and our 
figures for unemployment are less than they 
are in \lictoria. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: 'rhose figures are 
not true. They are in relation to unionists. 

Mr. PEA SF~: They are not in relation to 
unionists. I am giving the total registered 
number of unemployed in Queensland, which 
is 5.6 per cent. 

The great charge is made that we are a 
terrible taxing authority-that a,nybody who 
comes to Queensla,nd is taxocl out of 
existence. For the whole State of Quec,nsland 
in 1923-24 25,706 persons are assessed, in 
a·ddition to 860 companies. That is out of a 
total population of 830.000 people. The 
exemption·: g-r:mtcd bv the pr0sent Govern­
ment in 1923-24 exempted 14,395 taxpayers as 
compared with 1922-23. That is to say, the 
legislation brought in by this Government 
last session tota,llv exempted 14,395 taxpayers 
from paying any tax at all. To show how 
fair we have been to the primary producer-­
whom the hon. members opposite claim they 
are standing for-I wish to point out that. 
in eonncction 'l,ith the land tax, exemptions 
were granted by this Government last session 
which benefited 11,202 settlers and farmers, 
and totally exempted 8,877 farmers. the 
amount reclucecl totalling £22.630. Over 
20.000 primary producers haye benefited by 
the taxing lea;islation of this Government. 
I am going to show the Opposition and the 
r·eople of Queensland who are really respon­
,[ble for any over-taxation which is levied 
in Que0nsland. I am quoting from the 
" ABC of Queensland Statistics" for 1925. 
rage 111. These show that for th<> financial 
year ending the 30th June, 1924, the total 
amount of State taxation was £3,617,201. 
This amount works out per head of popula­
tion at £4 9s. 2d. For the same period the 
amount of Federal taxation levied in Queens­
land totalled £4,581,101, or £5 12s. 11d. per 
head. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Why do you not give 
the figures for the other States? 

Mr. PEASE : That is to say, the sort of 
Government represented by gentlen1en of 
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the other side taxed the people of Quc•ensland 
£1 3s. 9d. per head more than the State 
Gove:nment, who have to perform all the 
fLmct10ns of the State. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: The Federal Govern­
ment have to carry the burden of war taxa­
tJOn. 

Mr. PEASE: This is not war taxation. 
It shows that hon. members opposite do 
not know their " book," and that these are 
~tJe sort of figures they do not want to know. 
1 hose figures are in the " ABC of Queens­
land Statistics" for anyone to look at. If 
the hon. member for Wynnum does not 
know thorn, I shall be glad at the conclusion 
of my speech to show him the book. If the 
people of Queensland are overtaxed it is 
the anti-L3;bour Federal Governmen't who 
nre responsible for It, for the simple reason 
that they take per head of population from 
tlus State £1 3s. 9d. more than tl1e State 
Government. Those figures have nothing 
whatever t? do wi~h the war. It is solely 
the . taxabon which they have, levied. 
Agamst those figures the State expends £16 
10s. per head, whereas the Commonwealth 
";'~end per head of population £10 12s. 4d. 
'1 his State has to carry the burden of interest 
on loans for <:lovolopment work and all the 
scrv1ces of the State. Yet the Commonwealth 
collect the most m one,-, and, as I say, hon. 
members opposite go out into the countrv 
and. tell the. people that we are such a 
iernble taxatwn authority solely to camou­
fl,"ge the true facts. It shows that the 
I<< deral Government are levying from the 
f•"ople of Queemland more than they should 
do. A retur~1ed sold1er came to mo when 
I recently VISited the Herbert electorate and 
a,ked me to go into the question of his 
mcome tax. ,It appears i.hat this soldier 
went ov-er to ] ranee sorne years ago, \V hen a 
gcmtlem_an called Mr. Hughes visited the 
front,_ lmed up the Australian soldie,·s and 
promised them all sorts of things. This 
man assured r_ne that one of the things Mr. 
Hughes. p1·om1s~d the soldiers was that all 
Australian sold1ers would be exempted from 
iaxatw~ for five years after their return to 
Australia. Th1s soldier told me that when 
he wo;s rotu;ning on the troopship his com­
rnanding officer, when dismissing the n1en, 
told them that Australia was so well pleased 
with what they had done for it that they 
would be exempt from all taxation fo1· five 
years after their return. This man was 
astounded when he received his taxation 
papers to find that he was levied for three 
yc·ars' taxation, for the years 1921 1922 and 
18?3·. I sent his papers along t; th,, 'com­
n;IssJOner of Taxes in Brisbane and a -,ked 
him to deal with the matter. I informed 
the Commissioner what the returned soldier 
had bren told about taxation exemption 
and that the man wanted to know all about 
it. 'I'he Commissioner stated that there was 
no exemption. I shall show how this man 
was taxed over those three years-

Year. State. Federal. 

1921 
1922 
1923 

Total 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
4 7 8 6 14 5 
5 14 5 6 10 0 
5 8 5 6 1 2 

15 10 6 19 5 7 

I quote those figures merely to show that 
not only companies but individuals arc taxed 
wore excessively by the Federal Government 
than by the Queensland State Government. 

Our State taxation policy is to give to tlie 
o_rdinary worker as much relief as is pos­
sible, and my figures show that that object 
1s achieved. -

Hon. members opposite and their propa­
g-andists outside say that Labour administra­
tion in Queensland is hampering· the progress 
of industry in the State. To disprove that 
I shall show how Queensland has progre".sed 
by taking recent financial reports. Fir•t f 
shall deal with that of the Queensland 
Trustcfc3, a big corporation in Brisbane, 
functioning also throughout the State. It 
had its annual meeting ·recently, and the 
'· Courier" of 29th July quotes the chair­
man's report, wherein he is stated to have 
SR,id-

" The business for thf' yc.tr showed an 
i':"crea_se of £270,680. Primary produc­
tJOn m Queensland is greatly on the 
upgrade, and a great future is in store 
for Queensland." 

I desire to tell the loader of the Opposi­
tion that he should got his information from 
the chairman of the Queensland Trustees 
and the hon. member should inform the 
public from his seat in this House what tha.t 
g"ntleman and others have said about the 
primary production of Queensland being 
greatly on the up-grade. And so it is. 
Any man who travels in Queensland where 
a~ricultural production is going on must sec 
lhe great benefits that have been derived 
from the agricultural policy of this Govern­
Ttlcnt. I might mention that the chairman 
of the Queensland Trustees is no friend of 
this Government. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Oh, these people say 
nice things about you. 

Mr. PEASR': The chairman of the Stock 
!<>.change, a Mr. Corser, is reported by the 
·· Courier'' as saying-

" The year must be considered a very 
satisfactory ono for the State of Queens­
land in particular." 

I am glad to see the hon. member for 
Burnctt comes here to hear words of wisdom 
from his brother. Mr. James Allan, who is 
chairman of the Brisbane Chamber of Com­
merce, stated-

" Queensland has approximatelv one­
seventh of the population of the Com­
monwealth, yet its retail business per 
parcel post is considerably more than 
double that of all the other States." 

Mr. MoRGAN: What about stockY 
Mr. PEASE: The hon. member who intcr­

iected has something to do with stock. Will 
the hon. member tell me, if we are such a 
tNrible Government, and if this State iB 
no good fo! the stock people, why Vesteys, 
Limited, came here recently and purchased 
Lakes Creek Meatworks, and why Angliss 
«nd Co. bought the Rcdbank Meatworks 'I It 
was because of the good work of this Govern­
ment on behalf of the stockowner. I am 
glad th.tt, despite the gloomy propaganda, 
as the late Premier used to call it, of the 
Opposition, we have hon. members on t.his 
side of the House who are able to refute 
such propaganda, and that such firms a.s 
Vesteys and Angliss have app1·eciated the 
pnssibilitios of our State and have come here 
to do business. I am also very glad to 
know that Henry Ford did not listen to 
their gloomy propaganda. \Ve have Henry 
Ford coming to Queensland, and I am quite 
sa tisfiod that he will do as well here as he 
does in any of the other States. 

Mr. Pease1 
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I want to say that if members of the Oppo­
sitior' will travel, through North Queens­
land particularly. they will find in nearly 
every town from Townsville north that some 
bank is erecting new buildings. Does that 
dJow that Queensland is going to ruin? 
Why are they erecting all these fine build­
ings? It does not matter where you go-to 
Townsvil!P, Cairns, Innisfail, Ingham-in all 
the,·e places you will find one or two banks 
r·utting up fine buildings. What does that 
show? It shows that these people know that 
they are on a good thing, They know that 
they have got a good Government and that 
they have the worst Opposition in Australia. 
(Laughter.) The Jewellers' Conference came 
to Brisbane the other day. The Jewellers' 
Conference is not the sort of concern a poor 
man is interested in. As a rule, the only 
time a man can give a ring to a girl is 
when things are pretty good; when things 
are not good he gives her a ring on the 
'r•hone. (Laughter.) The Jewellers' Con­
ference came to Brisbane the other day, and 
I just want to show what thesG people said. 
Mr. Walsh, of New South Wales, said-

" Brisbane, after a lapse of five years, 
was a revelation. The city had gone 
ahead wonderfully." · 

Mr. Cattanach, of Victoria, said-
" Bri~bane had gone ahead more than 

any other city of Australia." 
'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Did 

you see what Harry Lauder said the other 
day? (Laughter.) 

Mr. PEASE: I am not a Scotchman. 
Mr. Darcy, of Ta,mania, was good enough 
1o say-

" Brisbane showed great evidence of 
wonderful growth." 

Before I t•mch on one most important 
matter, I want to say that under this Govern­
ment the value of exports from North 
Queensland for 1924 amounted to no less 
a sum than £14,493,969, and I hope . the 
mt·mher, of the Opposition will lot those 
fig-ures sink in. North Queensland, under 
tho beneficent rule of this Government­
their. railway development policy and the 
opemng up of new centres everywhere­
helped the producer to such an extent that 
last year the value of goods exported from 

· North Queensland totalled nearly £15,000,000. 
In view of the fact that an election is 

looming, it is only right that the people 
of Queensland should know who control the 
Opposition, and I am going to try and tell 
them in the words of the friends of the 
Opposition, so that they cannot say that I 
or anyone else is trying to mislead the 
people. I want the people of Queensland 
definitely to understand who are behind the 
Opposition. I intend to quote from the 
"Courier,'' and not from the "Worker" 
or the " Advocate." 

Mr. KERR: They are your supporters. 

Mr, PEASE: With regard to the offer of 
funds the "Courier" said-

" 'l'he National Union would advance 
funds for members of Parliament, any 
election candidates, and <'lectoral com­
mittees on condition-

1. That the National Union was 
recognised as the sole collecting 
authority. 

2. All funds to be allocated hy the 
party leaders and the National Union." 

[Mr. Pease. 

Now with regard to the acceptance-
" Tho Parliamentary Country party 

and nine members of the Parliamentary 
U nitcd party accepted these proposals. 

A statement was issued by Mr. King and 
Mr. Moore, as follows :-

"As the Kational Union is now con­
stituted we consider it to have all the 
r~quisite elements which should inspire 
confidence in the minds of the subscribers 
and the organisations, and consequently 
we feel no qualms in recognising it as 
the sole collecting authority." 

I want the people of Queensland 
v.ho comprise the National Union. 
all, I will quote the Melbourne 
which says-

to know 
First of 
·'Age," 

" The National Union is a secret little 
body of rich men who act in defiance of 
the spirit, if not the letter of the law, 
and endeavour by the expenditure of 
scores of thousands of pounds to buy into 
pow<?r accommodating politicians." 

::\o wonder the honest men of the Opposition 
\\·ould r,ot have am·thing to do with it. 
The "Townsville Bulietin" of 25th February, 
Days--

" The National TTnion is a self­
appointed body working in secret. Any 
political candidate who submits wholly 
to the Union will be financially blessed. 
his election expenses will be paid, and 
other benefits will overtake his relations 
and friends.'' 

Anybodv who knows Mr. David Green, the 
man who edits that paper, knows that he is 
one of the real solid old Tories, and he makes 
uo bones about it. and that is what he has 
to sav about tlio ::-.lational Union. The 
Brisba"ne " Courier " of 13th May states-

" The vested interests of Melbour 11e 
stand behind the National Union, and 
the Queensland Opposition are selling 
the soul of Quecusland to the mo:wy 
intcn>sts of Melbourne." 

A GOVERN~~IENT J\iE}lBER: Shamp ! 

Mr, PEASE: Then, along comes the Bris­
bane " Sun," of 17th May. Everybody knows 
who the editor of the Brisbane " Sun " is 
-there was a bribery case once in Queens­
land. This is what the editor of the Bris­
bane "Sun" has to say about the National 
Union-

" The National Fnion said to the 
Opposition, 'Kat one brass farthing until 
~·nu take your orders frorn U'l.' and the 
Opno,ition surrNHlcrecl and sold them­
sdvcs to the clutching hand of hungry 
('Xploitation.'' 

The hon. member for Windsor was so dis· 
gusted with those tactics that he absolutely 
refused to have am·ihing to do with them. 
This is what he said-

"At. the Greater Brisbane clpctions 
Mr. King, as leader of the party, handed 
ant funds for certain candidates on behalf 
of the National Union. This alliance 
will take controi of politics h•om the 
h~tnds of the electors anr! place it in the 
graep of the National Union." 

'}fr. Shipley. chairman of the Southern 
Di,"ision of the United party, said-

" The Opposition is now at the mercy 
of the nutside and self-interest8d control 
of the National Union." 
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On the 18th May, thA " Courier" in a lead­
ing article dealt with the statement which 
Mr. Core<er, the Opposition whip, had made 
at ~1aryborough--

" Mr. Corser, Opposition whip. has 
b"''n interviewed by the Maryborough 
' Chronicle,' and stated--

' The " Courier" would create the 
impression that the National Union 
was comprised of a few self-interested 
individuals. That might or might not 
have been the case in the past, but 
the Country party has now secured 
eight of its supporters representation 
on the National Union.'" 

Mr. COB'iER: ~ot now. 

Mr. PEASE : Fancy ! What are eight of 
the1r supporters gomg to do with the secret 
little body of rich men? 

Mr. COBSER: You have misquotecl that 
statement. 

:vlr. PEASE: I an1 quoting the "'Courior 1s'' 
state1ncnt-

. " If Mr. Corser i, correctly reported, 
!tJen our coni c•nhon that the new party 
1s backed bv the National Union is com­
pletely jus'tified, and again reiterate 
' TbP vested interests of Melbourne stand 
behind the National Union.'" 

:Hr. CORSER (IJurnctt): I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member in order in 
n1isquoting a st:ttcrnent attributed to me? 

Th, SECm;nBY FOR MIXES : He is quoting 
the ·· Courier.~' 

"~lr. CORSER: Hfl is misquoting the 
'' Courier," and o;;;orncthing n1ore. It is a 
!Jl'l'ity nasty thing to have to say. 

The SPEAKER: I arn not aware ·whether 
the hon. member is misquoting or not. So 
long as the hem. member for Herbert is in 
order in the quotations he is making, the 
hem. member for Bm·nett YYill hav0 the right 
to rc'ply. 

1\h·. PE \SE : I an1 quotino· from the 
"Cour•-ier's" leading articlr, wt~ch says-

"' rchc VC2tcd int0rcst-. of ~\Ielbourne 
stand behind the ~ationrrl Union." 

'\lr. CoRSER: The hon. member said a 
little \'Thilo ago that it vvas my interjection. 

?.Ir. PEASE: ~o. >t ctnotation from the 
'\Tuyborongh ''Chronicle .. " 

'.\lr. CORSER: }_'ou did not quote it 
correctly. 

"!\~r. PEASE: The "Courier'' says again 
(16th May)--

" l\lr. King's l~st stntement is n1ore 
dcfimte in rPgard to the control bv the 
:"--ational Union than tho pn:·vious 
announcement signed by himself and 
1\!Ir. J\1oore." 

Senator Thompson quite frankly stated 
publicly in the " Courier" of 15th May--

. " The Country party is non-existent 
1n qucensland. The existing- organisation 
wh1ch controls tlw anti-Labour forces-­
Stab and FedC'ral--consists of Federal 
and StateT ~arliamen!arians, Q.vV.E.L., 
a:Jd the C\atwnal Umon." 

Mr. CoRSEH : You know my statements 
had r:othing to do with that--

Mr. PEASE: Hi;;iorv rqwats itself. The 
Brisbane " Courier" of 13th September, 
1873, stated--

"A squatters' league has been formed, 
having its head office in George street, 

Brisbane. The object of the league was 
described to us to be the return of men 
pledged ro support the squatting 
interests. It was felt that, unless the 
larger centres ran be bamboozled or 
bribed into returning supporters of the 
present Governmqnt the Lib.:ral crrus~ 
must triurnph." 

I want to point out, also, that Mr. Shipley, 
as reported in the "Courier" of 28th July, 
said--

" The Opposition now tell us that the 
Xational Union is not behind them. If 
that is the case. where are t-hey getting 
their funds? It is evident they have 
pawned themselves to the National 
Union." 

[11.30 a .m.] 

'l'his Government ar,· not afraid to go to 
the people. and I am (jnito satisfied that, 
when we do go, tho people aro not going 
to sell tho soul of Queensland for the money 
interest in J\Iolbourne . 

Mr. W \LKER (Uooroora): It is a great 
pity that so much of the time of the House 
has been taken up in the discussion of 
matters which do not aff~ct Queensland very 
much. (Government laught-er.) It may be 
all vNy WP!l for a few political aspirants 
to indulge in such talk, but so far as Queens­
lrrnd is concerned it is of no value at all. 
\V e all know perfectly well that we have 
been defeat0d on two or three occasions, 
but it is only fair to say that. although 
memb0rs of thio party arc on the Opposition 
side of the House. oincP w8 wore fir t be a t-en 
there has bcC'n f\ r<>clistribution of seats, 
and, although we n:prescHt a smaller number 
of seats. still wo reprP.ent 14,000 votes more 
than hon. members opposite. That is the 
conclusion to be dra.wn fr01n tho last elec­
tion. and in t-he 0lcction before that the 
po~ition was PVPn wor~e. bet a use, although 
we WC'ff' in a. Ininorjtv in~ide the Chmnber, 
YYC rcprcscntccl 20.00C vote more than 
JnPm bcrs who orcupied the GoYernment 
benches. That is a nice state of affairs 
in rt dPmocracv such a~ Oueensland. Then 
again, \Vb0n ~vc are tall~1ng of elections. 
we must remember that thP- Greater Brisbane 
schema carrie int.o opcratio11 not long ago, 
and the elections 1mcler it took place quite 
rcrcntlv, with tl1c rcmlt that in the whole 
of the 'metropolitan area th0 Labou1· repre­
sPnl'> tion was wiped out with t-he exception 
of six seats. In other words, fourteen alder­
men out of a total of twemb· were elected 
in opposition to the Labour policy. 

The hon. member ,vho has just resumed 
his sPat ha< spokPn a great derrl about 
unemplo~·ment-. and bf'fore I sit down I am 
g-oing to give figur0s to show that it is 
grC'atcr now than previously, owing to the 
do],., givPn out by the present Government. 
In considerjng this qut ·tion you have to 
mmcmb,,r thrrt the unemployment- contri­
butions deducted from wages make the 
average iJ \Vage <'Onsiderah1y Io,ver than It 
otherwise would be. Taxation was also 
mentioned bv thfl hon. member, but he only 
mentioned the Commonwealth in his com­
parimn \vith StatP fmances. How he can 
compare the administration of Qneensland 
with that of the Commonwealth I fail to 
underst-and. \Vhv not take Victoria or New 
South '\Vales and make a comparison with 
a State whose duties are similar--and. what 
,is more, whose expenditures are on similar 
objects or of the same kind? I propose t-o 

Mr. Walker.l 
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,-ive "ome comparisons to show that we are 
a heavily taxed State, although one would 
not mind that so much if we knew that the 
money was being wisely spent. I shali also 
prove that' there is a wast.e of money which 
could be spent more profitably in providing 
work for the unemployed. On more than 
one ocoa.ion the prosperity of Brisbane and 
of the big cities has been referred to as 
the prosperity of Queensland. That is a 
great mistake. The prosperity of any 
country is best. to be gauged by the pros­
perity of the rural districts, and, if the 
expenditure of the Government were of a 
rernuncrative or reproductive character, we 
would see all our agricultural and other 
primary industries prospering. I shall give 
more definite information on this point as 
I go along, because I want. to reply to the 
hon. member for Horbert. Certainly all 
these big buildings which ·one sees in Bris­
bane inrlica te prosperity in Brisbane, but 
they do not indicate much more, because 
they are almost exclusively offices-finely 
equipped, no doubt, but occupied by people 
who are making their living as commission 
agents or income tax agents, and in similar 
lin0· of industry. We do not, on the other 
hand. sec any secondary industries or large 
distribut.ing centres such as we see in other 
portions of Australia to-day. Take Vic­
toria. The ma.nufacturing industries there 
are right out ahead of us, even taking into 
consideration our populat.ion. 

'l'he hon. gentleman referred to the 
!\atjonal Union, and quoted certain state­
ments from a nm' spa per. That is the opinion 
Df the "Brisbane Couri<'r," and those who 
manage the paper have the right to put that 
opinion in the paper because they own it. 
But that does not sa v that it is true. I 
have been a. member of this House for 
18 years, and I have never rec0ived anything 
from any fund, and I believe that can 
be ~aid of other hon. members on this side. 
But in anv nasc. \O'hat is th0 difference 
bet\vPcn gf-ttlng fund] from V-..ictoria or 
anvwh0re else, and getting them from 
unioni<Sts who are C01J8cripted for the money? 
ThP "orker has no sa v as to whether he 
shall subscribe to thos0 funds. He simply 
has to pelt in his money. and that is the 
end of it. No ice is cut by making any 
reference to the question of party funds, 
and it is a pity that it has cronped up in 
the debate at all, for it brings about a oon­
trovers·,. which is not in the best interests of 
Quccnsiand. 

I was particularly pleased with His 
Excellency's Speech-not with what was in 
it, but with th0 nice language which the 
Governor 11scd in his kindh· reference to 
his experienc<'s in this State. His Excel­
lcncv ha" taken a wonderful amount of 
intei·cst in the activitie' of this State and 
has taken great interest in induBtries that 
uc not popular with politician'. He has 
t.akrm gre::tt int€'!'e5t in foresi.ry, a.nJ has 
:levot0·l a :~ood d<'al of time to visiting the 
"arions centres. and it was left to His 
\~xcr·ltcncy. to heln make forestry a succe..,s 
n Queensland. That work could not have 
Jf'·'ll accomplishc.J '"0 well by others, because 
her'-' was no political kndos attached to 
t. I knO'I' perfectly well that when tho 
:inYernor leaye~ Queen8la.nd he will carry 
vith him t.he good wishes of every person 
wre, and I am of the opinion that it would 
)'1~· th0 present GovernnH'nt to arrange with 
-lis Excellency to act in an honorary 
apacity in attr;nding to the question of the 
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marketing of our products on the other side 
of the world. That is a matter that has 
not been given any attention by this Govern­
lnent. 

Both th0 mover and seconder of t.he 
AdcJrpc,q m Reply are well known to me, and 
the language used by them in their speeches 
proves conclusively that, if they are not 
hampered or contaminated bv the methods 
adopted ·from tinw to time in the inner rooms 
of the Government, they will be vory excel­
lent members and an asset to the State. 
"Gnfortunately, when there is a difference 
of opinion. something drastic must happen. 
\Vhen the late Premier, 11r. Theodore, came 
back after negotiating the big conversion 
loan in th<> old country he had to qmt for 
reasons b< st known to the majority of his 
party. It is a deporablo sta!e of affairs to 
think that a man of expencncc who has 
done excellent work in QuPcnsland should 
have to ]a,- down tlw political pick and 
shovel and 'transfer his energies somewhere 
else simpl~· bec0.use of a quarrel on the 
opposite sid;· of the House. 

·we a.lso know that thNe arc certain 
~Prious omissions from His Excellency's 
Speech. \Ye fmd that the great boom f1:om 
a poli!inl point of Yicw will be the Chll?­
hood Endowment Bill. \Ve know that B1!1 
is pnt forward-probably with the best inten­
tions by sorr,e-so that the Government 
maY be successful a.t the next' election. 

'.Ir. \7\'mGHT: \Yhat is wrong with the 
scheme? 

Mr. WALKER: There mig.ht be a good 
deal in the question of childhood e~d'?wmept, 
but the important thing is : How IS 1t gomg 
to be worked, who is going t_o P.ay the 
endowment; is it going to be paid_ dnect to 
the mothers, and is the money go.mg to be 
raised bv a direct tax on one sectwn of the 
communitv? Until I see the Bill I can­
not roplv to the question asked by t~e 
hon. nwmber for Bulimba. Seeing tha~ Ill 
Qneeml:md the people have been given 
benefits in the way. of shorter hou,rs a;nd 
increased wages, 1t IS really a goon. thmg 
that the mothers will be in a po~itl01:' to 
rccPiYP some financial assistance, pa1d dtre<?t 
to HH•m. to be spent in the comfort of the1r 
chilrlrcn. and not on the racecour:::es, whore 
many of the big salaries are spent at the 
present time. 

I expected to see in His Excellency's Speech 
son1c reference in regard to co-operation o.._"1 

the part of Fcdera 1 and Sta.te Gover':ments 
wit.b. r<'spect to the overseas marketmg of 
our products. I find I;othing there except 
some slie:ht referPncc with regard to greater 
~escarch ~ work to be carried out during 
the coming year, which matter has been 
promieed for the ]aBt 4 or 5 years, but has 
not vet been carried out. 

Then we come to the question of main 
roads. \Ve find that main roads in Queens­
land have not altogether been thP success 
they were expected to be on account of the 
expenditure in making them. \Ve have only 
to take the position in Victoria, where they 
have a vast amount of settlement-a settle­
ment much closer than we have in Queens­
land and a settlement which can stand an 
pnor~nous taxation in comparison ·with 
Queensland. The people have been wriggling 
away from their obligations to such an 
extent that the Gm·ernment of that State 
have been compelled to maintain and control 
the four great highways of the State because 
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the people could not stand the expenditure 
on them. We find to-day that heavy expenses 
have been causod by the creation of bene­
fited areas for maiu roads. \Vhen we take 
into consideution the fact that some of these 
main roads arc costing £6.000 to £12.000 per 
mile to construct, it is little wonder that they 
are imposing a heayy burden on the primary 
producer. 

We abo find that Yery little is being done 
with reg-ard to economy. The same old word 
"economy" iB used in tho Governor's Speech, 
but nothing has been done in any shape or 
form to ccYomise. \Ve find the same lavish 
<•xnenditure bv the Administration and bv 
tb~ various men. who go away from time to 
time. I wish to deal bdeflv with finance 
to show what I really nwan and why economy 
dwuld bo practised. In 1914-15 the expendi­
tnrp was £7.199,399. and in 1923-24 it was 
£13,415.332. In 1914-15 the expenditure per 
hc·:<d was £10 12s. 6d., whilst in 1923-24 it 
was £16 lls. 1d .. or an ·increase of £5 8s. 3d. 
\Yha+ special priYilegeo are we getting with 
ree,"'rd to the a<l.minietration of the various 
departments at the present time for this 
increase in taxation. and '"here is this ex­
pr1nd1turc going? It is going in many forms 
which I will refer to laier on to show that 
W<' are not ge'ting a fair deal, and I will 
~how that the word "economy" is not being 
used in the sense it should. In 1914-15 the 
tota 1 taxation rcyenue was £954,457, or equal 
to £1 8.'. 2d. per head, while in 1923-24 it 
was. £3 617,201. or equal to £4 9s. Zd. per 
head. Then W<' are expecred to compet-e with 
the Southern States in n1anufactures, or, in 
other words, secondary industries! It is 
impossible under the circumstances to do so. 
I\~ c have only to look at. the boot industry 
to-day in tbat respect. Queensland, I sup­
pose. is supplying 90 per cent. of the hides 
used in the boot industrv, still the greater 
nnportio,; of the boots ;Jsed in Queensland 
is imported from Victoria at the expense of 
Queensland industries. 

If we look at the deficits we find that thR 
net ·dPficits during the nine years of office of 
the present Gov<;rnment amount to £1,124,341 
'" compar-ed w1th accumulated surpluses of 
£576.076 during the previous nine years, 
when an anti-Labour Government was in 
power. Those figures prove the wise admin­
istration of the hon. member for \Vynnum. 
In Queensland to-day money is borrowed 
Tepeatr>dly, and a large amount of loan money 
1S gomg to make up the deficits from time 
to time. At one time hon. members oppo­
"ito said that the GoYernment had no right 
to borrow except for repro-ductive work, but 
now we find them ev-en using loan money to 
make up the deficits. 

.:11r. PEASE : The g-reater number of 
requests for the expend!ture of loan money 
is received from members of the Opposition. 

:Vir. vVALKER : Of course, hon. members 
on this oide haYe a right to ask for the 
expenditure of loan money for repro-ductive 
work. That is the policy which we enunciate. 
It was a policy intro-duced by the former 
Government and continued by the present 
regime, who. as I say, are also using it for 
the wiping off of deficits. The expenditure 
per head of population is now £16 16s. 9d., 
against £10 12s. 9d. in 1914-15. That shows 
an increase in the total indebtedness of the 
State of OYer 60 per cont. 

I now come to the State Enterprises, of 
which we have heard so much. vVe are 
always opposed to them, although I person­
ally believ-e in State insurance, for the suc­
cess of which I give the Government all the 
credit they deserve. In everything else the 
Government have been entirely wrong. I 
really expected that the Minister in charge 
of State Enterprises would have made some 
reference in the Governor's Speech to the 
efl"ect that something was e;oing to be done 
to di,continuo this fad-this expensive 
method of doing business-and to clean up 
the whole of our State enterprises. 

Hon. T. DrNSTAN: You should be the last 
to < ondemn coilective enterprises. 

Mr. WALKER: I am a great believer in 
the co-operative principle, which we have 
canicd out so successfully, but further than 
that I will not go. It is remarkable that 
thl·so enterprises should he continued in face 
of the bad ba.lances they repeatodl_v produc,,. 
There should be some n'ctification, and not 
a )Wrpetua tion, of the trouble whereby some 
£800,000 was lost during the past twelve 
months. Those loso;es come out of the Loan 
Fund, and are not. met out of reYenue. 
That is where the evil takes place. ',Ve are 
pas~ing on an evil which will never bo ovPr­
conw, and arc placing on the backs of our 
succc,.;;sors in Queensland an enormous 
burden. Vi' e are not going to show for that 
expenditure ellicicnt railways, magnificent 
harbour works. and valuable State build­
ings, but a debt of £800,000, in addition to 
other great. inclebtedncssr·s which have been 
incurredc 

For the period 1923-24 the State Trade 
Department showed a loss of £85,691. wh1le 
tbe State's accumulated lo's was o. big one. 
That accumulated loss was increased to 
£723 796 while t.hc increased indebtedness 
to the 'Treasun· "as £69,339. The total 
indebtedness of· the department was raised 
to £2.284,091. 

That would have built many miles of 
railways if it had been used judiciously, 
but we find all the railwavs which have been 
built recently have been 'constructed in the 
North. That may have been a good policy, 
but when we could show good inve-;tments 
in the matter of building r.ailways in other 
parts of the State, those schemes were 
jettisoned. Wo also havp the followmg losses 
on our State c:cttle enterpnses-

£ 
101.971 
101,034 

Loss on cattle shtions 
Revenue from sales of cattle 
\Vorking <'xpensc' of cattle 

sta,tions 212,234 

For the same :v<'ar the Stat" Cannery 
showed a loss of £9,513. and for the last t"o 
years £25,363. At 30th June. 1924, the 
accumulated loss on the StRte Cannery was 
£63.477. and the cannery owed the Treasury 
£160,469. 

Dealing with the fish question-" hi eh is a 
very important one-we had these losses-

Loss on State trawler 
Loss on State Fish Enterprise 
Accumulated losses to 30th 

June, 1924 

£ 
65,000 

3,922 

39.718 

Then we come to the auestion of State 
mines which have lost £584,149, making a 
grand' total loes on our State enterprises of 
£1681 759. :\at counting the accumulated 
Ios~ of' £11,475,550 on our railways over nine 
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vear ,, wo have lost un ('normous amount of 
;,,oney in Stat" cEtcrprises. There may be 
some excuse with regard to some of the 
expenditure on our railways, '?n aycount of 
having to send trains lcng clistances into 
the countr:~; but, 1vhen we see our rnetro­
politan train arf'a run at a loss, it proves 
that something is wrong. Where we have 
a big concentration of people and every­
thing calculated to give a profit, wo certainly 
should not have these continued losses in the 
metropolitan a rea. The losses for tlw year 
on State railways amount to £4,364 lls. a 
dac·· It is timP for the Minister in charge 
of State Enterprises tf} open his eyes, and 
for the Government to see if thcv ('annot 
rectifr thf'SC big losses which are taking 
place yearl,j·. 

A good deal may be said about the State 
weat shops showing a profit. I am q•wting 
all these figures from the Auditor-General's 
report in order to show that there is no 
mistake. In 1922-23 the Stab meal; shops 
showed a profit of £11.024. Thou we find, 
on turning to the Auditor-General's report, 
that cattle were sold to these shops for £3 
13s. 3d. per head from the State stations, 
while the sa.mo cla.ss of cattle was sdd to 
the outside but<,hcr at £7 lls. 9d. nor head. 
You can clearly understand that, if you are 
going to mako •a profit under conditions 
like that, you arc going to involve tho tax­
payer•, in Queensland in an enormous expen­
diture. In other words, you will havr' to 
wipe out some more money through a sinking 
ftmd or write it down in the course of a 
vear or two. 'I'hc. total amount written dov.n 
iast year was £808,828. That money has 
gone for over, because it is loan 1noney. 
Some people may be under the impression 
that it is not lost because it came out of 
thC' general taxpayer; but it has gone for 
over, and we have nothing to show for it. 
Country members repeatedly are asking the 
Government to build railways where we can 
show something. in retnrn. Build us a rail­
way into the Mary Valley, and we will settle 
sac soldiers there to-morrow on land which 
is at present only growing a few sticks. 

Hon. T. Dm<STAN: That line is sliowing a 
]nss at the pr<"·ent time. 

Mr. WALKER: Every railway at the 
p1·esor,t time is· showing a loss. The hon. 
l!'•ntleman knows perfectly well that if the 
Mary Va!lec Railway were credited with the 
increase in the value of the timber which 
was created bv that railway, it would be 
one of the bes( railways that the department 
has to-day. \Ve arc running traim there 
Yery successfully and indirectly giving the 
Treasurer a lot of money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There 
:;re some railway sections in Queensland that 
are paying. 

Mr. WALKER: The North Coast Railway 
is about the only one that is paying to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
railway line running to Cairns is pa.ying. 

Mr. WALKER : It is paying, no doubt, 
because the sugar season is on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It has 
been paying for quite a number of years. 

Mr. WALKER: With all these State 
enterprises we are getting an army of 
public servants about us. The wages paid 
to that army of public servants last year 
~mounted to £7.442,440-almost as great an 
amount as the wages paid to employees in 
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thn whole of our secondary industries in 
Queensland, who received last year a sum of 
£7.447,959. That shows how the higher 
taxation in Queensland is keeping back 
secondary industries. 

I heard one hon. member speak of unem­
ployment in Queensland. What is the posi­
tion to-day? Unemployed relief rose from 
£'/ 092 in 1914 to £177,019 in 1922. During 
th~ last two years, in addition to the amount 
received in relief direct from the Treasurer, 
we have to take into account the amvunt 
r•aid from the Unemployment Insurance 
Fund. In the nine years prior to 1914 the 
amount paid in outdoor relief amounted to 
£59,708, and for the nine years ended 1924 
the amount. paid in outdoor :relief was 
£554,813. This all proves conclusively that 
lHt0D1ploylnc•nt is more ran1pant than evQr, and 
there is no mention in the Governor's Speech 
as to how they arc to be absorbed. A man 
c<mnot go down the street without bei_ng 
stoppl'd b,- an old schoolmate or a workmg 
n1ate and being asked, " Can you get us a 
job'?" You can only give them temporary 
r• lief, as there is no work offering for the~. 
Tf tht: GovPrntnPnt '"~ipcd ant evcryth1ng ctsc~ 
in the Governor's Speech and provided some 
method of finding employment to-day on 
good conditions, they would clo far better 
than by carrying out the policy foreshadowed 
in the Gm·ernor's Speech. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat 
,vculd you do? 

:Y1r. WALKER: 'I'he chances arn that, 
nftPr the next elections, we will give you a 
chance of seeing what we will do. In the 
face of this unemployment we find that 
unwarranted enonnous expenditure 1s .~o.n­
tinuing to take place: \:Ve know that :\1mis­
tr~rs aro not ovC'rpald 1£ thPy rcCClY8 onl.y 
their ordinary salaries, but we find that theu 
t'X pendi tu re in son1e ea-ses moro. than exceeds 
their salaries. ThPy are gettmg a double 
"whack." \\'hy should that be? With_ all 
this unemployment they could surely sacrrfice 
'A certain amount of their travcllir:g and 
o' h01· unforeseen expenses. Let me quote 
,vith regard to travelling expenses. Mr. 
Brennan last vear p;ot £872, the Secretar:, 
for Mines £870, and, in addition to that, he 
!tad a trip to the old country, which cost a 
considerable sum. \Vhore is thc> hon. gentle­
man's report in regard to the Imperial c:J.on­
ference last year? Then the Home Sec­
n·tan- spent £719; Hon. J. Huxham £531; 
the Attorney-General £466; the Secretary 
for Public Lands £422; and the present Sec­
retary for Agriculture £414. That is an 
C'normous amount. 

Mr. PEASE: One :Federal Minister spent 
more than that. 

Mr. WALKER: That shows that he oug;ht 
to be dealt with as we want to deal w1th 
our Ministers here. ="o :1<1inister should 
rer,_;}ye such .an enonnous amount of money 
in travelling ex pens"' when therG is so much 
unemployment. Then the Agent-G_oneral 
spent £1 128 in motor-ear expense,, 111 the 
old count;·v-an average of £3 per day. The 
expenses of JY1r. Hnnter in going over to the 
old countrv were £2,413 in addition to the 
salan- and' travelling allowances he rcceiYed 
while over 1 here. Then there are other 
expens·es regarding Mr. Fihelly's appoint­
ment-a, banquet at Parliament House, 
£33 15'. ; motor cars and refreshments, 
£91 3s. 2d.; travelling expenses and allow­
ances, £1,131; and additional allowances, 
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£478; oY a total of £1,726. Then we have 
l\IY. Thcodore's unsucc.essful trip, which cost 
£4.443. I do not like paying money for a 
trip tlmt was a failure, as the money goes 
for nothing; but iho woYk he diu last year 
m connection with the negotiations for the 
loans was well done for Queensland. I think 
he is one of the few men in Queensland who 
could do that work. Ho got into hot water 
with his party, and it was practically on 
accoun. of that visit that he was cast out of 
the party. He worked solidly for a fort­
mght, and held the whole of those men in 
London at bru'' while negotiating. No man 
on earth could have made better terms than 
tho Premier of Qtteensland did. I congratu­
late hirn. I ,-.as there, and mixed with the 
people to a certain extent. He did excellent 
work, an<l the passing out of a man because 
lw made the best deal possible was an unwar­
ranted attack on a Premier who was doing 
tlw best he could for Queensland. 

Let us deal with land selection. The area 
of land selected by 5 310 selectors during the 
mno years of the regime of the Liberal 
party wrts 6,307,460 acrec.. In the nine years 
ending 1923 during the present Government's 
regime there were 2,478 selectors, who 
sPlcctcd 2,471,000 acres. or about a-third of 
the selection for the same length of time 
under our Guv."rnmcnt. After all the experi­
<encc. we haYo had 111 the pa-t \VC arc· not 
sdtlllcg people on the land as we should do. 
That ie the ·drawback in Queensland to-dav­
tha t we arc not. S<'ltling more people on the 
land ar~d produe1ng 1norc than vvo aro doing. 
I \;as mterestecl to sec that the sympathies 
of the lwn. member for Toowoomba are with 
the m11n on the land. He! spoke about tho 
5s. 6d. pcl' bushel which the wheatgrowers 
"'cro gclilng, but he neYcl' 1aid anything 
about the 6d. a loaf which the people are 
raymg for brcflcl to-day. although the 
Uvvcr.ament's cry before they got into vower 
was >tbout the dc·ar bread the people had 
l1lldcr our Uo\ crnrncnt. 

\Vhen _I was in thG old country I was 
struck w;:h the >:bsence of marketing facili­
tJcs, which I will deal with later on. I 
wish tu point out. the hcav\· taxation and 
lngh cm.t of production in Qu~ensland. 
L IHlcr Labour rule 30.000 acres of land have 
gone out of use iu the Stat<'. In 1923 Queens­
land k:d one- ~CI'cnth of the population of 
"\ustraha, und only one-twentieth of the 
acn~uge of land under cultivation. 

Now, take iho production of cotton. \Ye 
b,wo enormous lc:sscs through th, sale in 

that. 1ndnstry, for the simp!e 
[12 noon] reason that we have to take 
. . jnto cunsidPration the comrwti­

tJOn of other countri0s. \Vc find th<Jt it has 
to b0 fed to the extPnt of £120,388, which 
Is borne b:v the Sta V: and { ;onnnornvealtl1 
GoverrHnentB. 8nrely to gc<Jdnc~s \Yhen \VC 
have to deal with a commoditv like that we 
have to admit that we are i1ot successful, 
and we have to n1ake another effort. 

. Then again, we; have the beef prodncing 
Industry, for 1rh1f'h "\VC have hCJ·d 1o giYP 

in Federal bonnties a sum of £119,515 
dnnng the .last few_ years-showing that 
\VC aro l'unntng- that 1ndustrv also at a loss. 
'flwn we have over-production in butter­
also a.t a lo,e. 'l'heri we have the banana 
CJUestion to deal with. In the bonana indus­
try. we are almost over-producing, so th•t 
obvJOmly we must get other markets outside 
Australia. 

If it were not for the wool which we are 
sending away our export trade 'balance 
'"Ou]d look particularly ba_cl. \Ye have to 
r'('rYJcn::bcr in dealing vyith export trade, \V~hen 
\VP produce an,\ thing over and nbovc vvhat 
will fill the rcquirem,mt~ of Australia, we 
arc• a hno":'t ahyays carr?ing on at a loss. 
l\Icrnbers of the other srde say tha.t we are 
io go in ~for heavy research work to see if 
we cannot get better metho·ds of dealing with 
\ '1cso problems. \V e sha 11 ha re to come 
forward, we arc told, with some more 
<>conomical methods of 11roduction in thes€ 
industries if we aro to compete with other 
countries. in the great markets of the v,TorJd. 
l'f'filf':t!lbcring that those countric~ 1n sorr1e 
cases are paying only from 2s. to 10s. a day 
for their labour, \vhcreas we pa_v at least 
50 per cent. highc·r. That alorw proves 
<·onclrsively ihc difficult~· of C1o problem 
•.o have to deal with. There are many 
things which ·-•·o could produce for export, 
a.nd Senator \Vilson has done manollous 
work in finding n1arkots for sornc of our 
commodities. but in Queonshnd we arc 
bound to have a big loss in production unless 
\'.'C eRn get rnarkcts for the ~rticl0s I refer to 
in \vhich \..-1·0 f't:tn cornpetc sncc('~,<::fully. Trrkc 
tlH' ,trr('H t banalHl-,CTO\.Ying indust l'y . rrh~rc 
i" nnthing to pl'cvent ns from comtll'tlng. ¥nth 
tlw Fiji bnnana P\~c•n in ~cw Zc:1l<"!1~d. 1f \ve 
had stPatncrs running across there such a" thes 
hayo to run bananas from the Canary 
J ... ]ands to l1~ng1ancl, ·where you can buy 
thf'rn rnoro cheaply than )n Victoria and 
CC'l'tait!ly better got up. 

But we find that very little sympathy is 
!J.'1V('IJ tn Out•Pns]fll!d prodncl~rs in these linc3. 
The oniv -thi11g vn' g-pt, from hon·. tnf'rnbPrs 
opposite. is a great deal of talk regarding the­
LnmbPr of Yotcs the Opposition received at an 
elect ion, or a lot of talk a bout \Yhcrc the 
:\ n tionalists g-et thrir fnnds. \V.110n \'.TC ('Om­
l'rtrn the wag-f''~ pald in our indusb:ies here­
with tho~c paid in other counh·Ies with 
whi-C"h \Ve have to compctP. \VO c·an come to 
no othC'r conclu:--ion than that vvc are doing 
n .narkably well. 

A grca.t deal has been said r<'cently with 
rco:ard to the influx of Italians from the 
Old \\'oriel, ftnd we have oro:aniscrs g-oing 
about· talking· abont t.hc "Dago" (-)ming 
to Queen~]and. The reason wlly he ~g 
hr·rc to-d:tv i~ tlwt Northern Qn{'ensland 1s 
tnoi·e attr~ctiYc than his own ccmntry, and 
that· fact has been 0xtensivoly advertisf'd 
bv his ow11 count.rvmen who ca.rrw here pre­
Yiou,.h-. In lctt.ei~s they have pointed out 
dw upheavals of an unwarranted character­
whir·h have OC'curred in the sugar industry, 
with the remlt that these men have come 
forward, and they are p:oing- to kill the 
troubles bv thriftv methods and g-ood work­
man,.hip. · \Ve kn~v that strikes have taken 
nla('0; we know that farmers' cane has been 
lmrnt. Nevertheless, although so much has 
hcen said about the matter, the figures show 
that. i'1 the first four months of this year 
27~ 781 Britishers came to Australia and only 
2,9~0 Ttaliam . 

rrho::.p -fignl'P:;; show condusivPly thnt "\VG­

havp " lot of British people coming- out, n11d 
''c have nothing- to f<'ar from th.., few 
Itn 1i ans. n1ore particularly as thP_v arc very 
finf' \vorkcrs. 

In Queensbnd in 1923, there W<'re 1.912 
fectories cmplovinv 44,948 hands. whereas in 
So•1th Australi·a there were 1.698 factoriPs 
r>mnloying- 27'.275 hands. In South Aus­
tralia in five years there was an increase 
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of 388 factories employing 9,360 hands, and 
in Queensland 134 factories employing 3,958 
hands. South Australia has 300,000 fewer 
people than Queensland's 840,000, and South 
Australia is a poorer State. 

Those figures show th>tt we aro not moving 
along in the way that we wo11ld like to do. 

Something has been said with regard to 
the Council of Agriculture. Recently we 
have had a very big court case in ronnection 
with fruit marketing. It is a deplorable 
thing to see the cost of that lit-igation 
having to be borne by the producers of 
the State. ·when the late Premier was in 
England he addressed the Empire Pa.rlia­
mentary Association at the House of 
Commons, and he distinctly st.ated that the 
Queensland Government had inaugurated a 
Yast agricultural scheme based on co-opera­
tive methods. What do we find to-day? We 
f1nd that the vindictiveness of some who are 
in power extends to such a degree that 
they are prepared to experiment. at a cost 
of thous:mds of pounds, which must ulti­
mately be borne by the producers of 
Queensland, particularly those concerned 
with fruit. It is a shocking state of affairs 
to find men who ha.ve had no com­
rnercial tra1ining endea.\"'Ouring to compete 
wit.h commercial men who have studied the 
whole question of th8 marketing of pro­
ducts. ·when we commenced the butter 
industry in Queensland on co-operative lines 
we started on sound business-like lines : the 
Government did not enter into competition 
with priYate concerns. Those who beloeved 
in co-operat-ion could send their product 
to co-operative factories, and those \Vho did 
not adopt the system could sent it elsewhere, 
with the result that we had healthy com­
~}etition. It is very hard to say which 
system is the best. but personally I am 
a co-operative man because I believe in the 
principle. In Queensland, in the fruit indus­
try, we have men who have invested their 
accumulated savings in legitimate businesses, 
and they are being completely wiped out by 
one stroke of the pen, and in the meantime 
the f.armer has to pay for the resultant litiga­
tion. If the Council of Agriculture want-s to 
do the correct thing, it will take a vote of 
every banana-grower in Queensland to ascer­
tain whether his products shall go to a 
particular room. \Ve do not want t-he 
Council interfering with the farmer. He 
has just as much sense as the man in the 
town as to how his products should be 
marketed, although he may not have the 
same business training. He is a level­
headed hard-working man, and he is not 
going to throw his money away. Leave t.he 
producers alone and keep the agitators 
completely out. Quite recently we had 
organisers going round Queensland stressing 
the benPfi ts of a butt.er pool to such an 
''xtcnt that it really amounted to beating 
down those who did not believe in it. These 
men were really hired men who were paid 
for by the farmers through the various 
local producers' associations. 'Whether 
the farmer w,ins or loses in these matt.ers, 
he has to pay. 

The butter and other !industries of Queens­
iand should be organi'sed on a commoditv 
basis, and those engaged in the industry 
should be allowed to vote for pools, if they 
are effect.ive. Some men are dabbling in 
half a dozen small occupations, and they 
h<tve a vote for each section. The industries 
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should be organised on a commodity basis 
so that the man producing the greatest 
amount will have the greatest voting power. 

Let me give some idea of the total cost of 
the Council of Agriculture. The total cost 
of that bodv to-day is £75,000. My figures 
arc taken from the report of the Auditor­
General. The cost of its administration. for 
the vear <>nded 30th ,June, 1924, was £11,763 
Os. 2d. Th,, f<'es paid to members of the 
Council totalled £1,267 2s. 6d. The amount 
of travelling expenses amounted to £1,003 
4s. 4d., and members' rail fares £1,069 
10s. 3d., making a. total of £3.339 17s. 1·d. 
The total cost of the District Councils was 
£3,305 16s. 4d., of which members' fees and 
travelling expenses amounted to £3,045 
18s. 3d. ; agents' and field representatives' 
salaries and expenses, £7,781 19s. 3d.; hono­
rarium to the seeretary, £994 19s. 1d. ; and 
elections and postag-e, £582 19s. 9d. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Or-ders. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): As Chairman 
of Committees, I have to take every oppor­
tunitY to make a speech, and I propose, of 
cours'e, taking adv-antage of the present 
opportunity to address the House. 

i\lr. \V.\LKER (Cooroora): Mr. Speaker, 
it mav be an unusual request to mak<>, but 
I wo;;ld ask for au extension of time in 
order to complete a few of my remarks. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The hon. 
member for Gregory has the floor. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grrgory): I do not know 
hm•> I can give way to the hon. member for 
Cooroorn.. If I cou'Id, I would be quite will­
ing to do so, but having commenced to make 
my speech I take it he is out of court. 

The SPEAKER : The rPquest was not 
moved by another hon. member. 

Mr. POLLOCK: One portion of the 
remarks of the hon. member for Cooroora 
which astounded me was that in which he 
made reference to the alleged passing out of 
the hon. member for Chillag-oe from the 
Premiership by the Labour party. Every 
hon. member knows that that is incorrect. 

Mr. \VALKER: The hon. member can cell 
you that himself. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for 
Cooroora is not telling the truth when he 
says that the hon. member for Cbillagoe will 
s:.ty that hims-elf. The Secretary for Public 
Lands reminds me that the hon. member for 
Chill a goe had decided to enter Federal poli­
tics before the financial arrangements in 
London were completed. Speaking for my­
self, and I believe speaking for the whole of 
the Labour party, the hon. member for 
Chillagoe could be Premier to-day if he 
chose. In fact, Mr. Sp<eaker, I find it very 
difficult. to put into words my feelings with 
regard to the hon. member for Chillagoe. 

Mr. CoRSER: You giye us his feelings. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I had known the hon. 
member for Chillagoe for a great many years 
before I came to Parliament and since th~t 
time. and I know of no man who has captured 
my imagination as he has. I could safely 
sa'v that no man in the last six or seVRll 
vcars of Queensland's history has so 
captured the affection and respect of the public 
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,of Queensland as has the hon. member for 
Chillagoe. 

GovERNMENT ME}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
:VIr. BRAND : Some of the unions love him. 

::Mr. POLLOCK: I hope that the departure 
of .the hon. member for Chillagoe from 
pohtics m Queensland is going to mean his 
elevation into the Commonwealth Labour 
Ministry after the coming Feueral election. 

GovERNMENT ME~JBERS: Hear, hear ! 
:Vir. VowLES: Didn't the hon. member for 

Bowen beat him? 
Mr. POLLOCK: Nothing that the ':lis­

-organised body opposite can say '"ould have 
an,·. effect on the reputation the hon. memb"r 
for Chillagoo has earned as a wise and sane 
administrator. Every man who knows the 
hon. member for Chillagoe knows sufficient 
about him to form his own opinion. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Why did you help to kick 
him ant? 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member's inter­
jection vrovides its own answer. Nothing 
that the disorg·amsed rabble opposite eau 
"ay about hnn can have anv effect. I \vas 
astounded that the hon. member for C'ooroora 
should have taken' so much trouble to shove 
that there \Vere large numbers of uneln­
ployed in Queensland and yet support a 
Government-because the Country .Pro­
gressive party does support the Bruce Go­
n•rn:nent-which has provided for the immi­
gratiOn rnt0 Qu?ensland of quite a large 
number. of u:'sklllod labourers. The ques­
tion ot ImmigratiOn is one of the most 
important. questjon.s in Queensland to-day, 
becau.se \nth It Is mscparably bound up the 
qutobon of tmemp:o-:mNit. Evervbodv 
knows that for the last twelve or eighteen 
months there has been a \eritable deluge 
,of aliens into Queensland. No effort had 
beep made by lhc Federal GO\·crnment, 
which has complete control over all immi­
gration, to check that flow. 

Mr. BRA~D: Yes, there has. 

Mr. POLLOCTC: Kat until the Queensland 
I .. abour Government entered its ycrv viO"or­
ous protest against the ,,e alien; b~ing 
allowc>d to land here indiscriminately and 
i:1 sueh large nun1bers. 

Mr. BR.IND: When did they do that? 

"vlr. POLLOCK: On at least three occa­
sions. 

:\ir. BRAXD : ·when was the first occasion? 

:VIr. POLLOCK: \Yhen it was found that 
these imn1igrants \Verc arriving here in 
unnecessarily large numbers. 

Mr. BRAND : It was not untii April last. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member knows 
you cannot <;Jeal with a problem of that kind 
unhl It anses. I ask the hon. member 
" How could the Queensland Government 
know what i11_1migrants were coming to 
Queensland until Lhey had some indication 
either by their arrival here or from some 
accredited sourc-e that they were to arrive? " 

Mr. BRAND: Your Government have sup­
;>ortcd Itahan nnrrngration. 

:,Ir. POLLOCK: I do not. 
Mr. Vowu:s: The hon. member for Chilla­

goe does. 

1\Ir. POLLOCK: 'The hon. member for 
Chillagoe can speak for 1Iimself. I propose 
to express my own views on the question, 
c'1nd I hope hon. member~ opposite will 

listE'n to those views. Perhaps those views 
ill do hon. members opposite good. Alien 

arrivals into Queensland have been abnormal. 
Mr. Ferry was appointed a Royal Commis­
&lOn bY this Government for the purpose of 
inquiring into the number of arrivals and 
into the whole question of alien immigra­
tion into :'\orth Queensland generally. On 
page 6 of his report ho says-

" The Commonwealth Publicitv De­
partment advises that the number of 
Italian and Greek immigrants to Ami­
tralia during the thirty years prior to 
1901 averaged 150 per annum, and that at 
30th November last this rate had 
increased to 6.854 per ar.num. There 
has since heen a still greater annual 
increase. The f1gurcs show that during 
the three and a-half years ended March, 
1925, the immigration to Au~tralia of 
Italians and Greeks has been greater 
than at any period during the last forty 
years." 

He goes on to say that the average number 
of arrint!s per month during the eight months 
iiCdicatecl was about 938, or at the rate of 
1L256 per annurr1. 

Of thPse quite a large number have come 
tn Queensland, principally to North Queens­
land to the sugar districts. It is very difficult 
tc. secure an accurate estimate of the number 
who have gone to Korth Queensland, because 
the Railway Department has kept trace only 
of those who went there in train loads. 
Parties of a dozen could go along and no 
notice would be taken of them. The figures 
supplied by the Railway Department do show 
that in January, February, March, and April 
of this year 1,654 alien immigrants left Bris­
bane for North Queensland. During January, 
February, and March of this year, although 
the surplus of arrivals over departures into 
Australia was only 668, during the same 
period over 1.300 aliens left Brisbane for 
North Queensland. That shows that, no 
matter when the,· come to Australia, they 
gradually get into North Queensland, and 
naturally the question arises as to how these 
people are going to be absorbed. It is a 
question that one cannot treat with levity. 
The Queensland Government made represen­
tations to the Commonwealth Government, 
and all that they received in reply from 
Slmator Pearce was a flippant allusion to the 
fact that Queensland had said it wanted 
population, and he was seeing that we got it. 
I have different views to those of Senator 
Pearce; perhaps I have different views to 
those of sorne m cm bers of lTIV own 
party and some members of the 

0 

present 
Cabinet, [,ut I propose to state those 
views here this morning. I think that we 
do want population, but I have no d?ubt 
whatever that we do not need unslnlled 
labour in Queensland. Ninety-five per cent., 
at the very least, of these new arrivals are 
unskiiled labourers, and all that we are 
getting by this type of immigration is the 
importation of t,housands of men to this State 
to take the place of Queenslanders who have 
worked and built up decent conditions here. 
If people were to say that we wan•ed popu­
lation and immigration of the right kind. it 
would be a different matter; but to say that 
we need immigration and to leave it at that 
is unfair. Statements of that kind need 
qualifying. Wo need, it is true, men who 
have the necessary money behind them to 
take up farms and to prove successful on 
those farms. We need a large number of 
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skilled artisans of various kinds-men who 
cannot be trained in Queensland in some 
instar.ces. Both the farmers and these skilled 
artisans in their turn create employment for 
others. Probably one skilled artisan of 'the 
right type may provide employment for half 
a dozen, and indirectly a dozen other men, 
and consequently that kind of immigration 
can be absorbed. But to land here in 
Queensland thousands of unskilled labourers, 
whose sole qualification is that they have 
£40 on landing here, is absurd. A man who 
!ands in Queensland with £40, and who is 
unemployed, is practically on the bread line. 
I consider that anv man who has not £100, 
and is unemployed, is very nearly broke. 
That does not apply only to Queensland, but 
to every other State. The Department of 
Public Lands recognises, and very wisely 
recognises, that the best type of prospective 
farmer is the man who has £300 or £400, or 
at an~ rate sufficient to enable him to go on 
the land and carry out some improvements. 
and to wNtther a siege without being forced 
tD apply to the Government for relief or get 
aso,istance from the Agricultural Bank. He 
is undoubtedly the best type of settler, yet 
these men come here \1 ith £40 onh· in their 
pockets. Now. they are not taking up land. 
In most cctses the bl'ttcr c]a,s of Italian immi­
gr;:tn ts ,,·ho are arriving are not taking up 
iancl. Most of them have bought land from 
somebody c1se. They have started nothing 
new; they have not t~tken up land of their 
own and d<'velopod it; they have bought­
nccording- to Mr. Ferry's figures-rnostly 
improved farms. ·what does that moan • 
Merely that they have taken the place of 
~me Australian who was .farming; that they 
have given employment probably to th0ir 
n\nJ co1lPtrvrnf'n, and in turn it rnean:-; that 
Qucenslanders who have improved the con­
ditions in the sugar industry haye been 
pushed out into other industries where there 
is no room for tbem. 

The quest ion of mwmployment is insepar· 
ably bound up with the question '.lf 
irrmigration o£ unskilled labourers. The 
Opposition partv, in its declaration <lf 
n new name for itself the oth01· da v, 
also said that it supported the Bruce Govern· 
mcnt. It is verv queer to talk, as tile 
hon. member for Cooroora did this morninr;. 
a-bout. onr large uncmployn10nt problem and 
complain that we are not satisfadorily de.• J. 
ing- with it. whilst at the same time he sup· 
ports a Government 1 hat has added to that 
pl'nblcm hv importing men for whom we 
cnnnot find emplo,·ment. There was an t!.l· 

omploympnt pr-cJblcm here before the"' m<'n 
came. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Did the State Government 
not agree to a certain number of these men 
corninp;? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Tho State GovcrnmoY•t 
'was neY<:'r consulted with reg-ard to ali•cn 
immigTa1lnn anfl had no sav \Vhatever ab~'lnt 
it. and that is the ohirctiori I makP. Th" 
hem. nwmbcr-WhO SaVS that he is a husinC'SS 
man and who is alwa,;s talking about the law 
of "'Prlv and demand. pointing- out that it is 
as ·immutable as the laws of tlw Modes and 
Persians-should remember that he and hi.s 
own partv have admitted thot we have a 
surplus of unemployed unskilled labourers. 
Thpir remrdv for that state of affairs ie, to 
import more. to add to that surplus. Would 
the hon. member for \V .nnum, if the hon. 
member for Wynnum vvere a grower of 
potatoes and there was a glut of potatoes in 

[Mr. Pollock. 

the market, send his in under those circurr 
stances? When there is mor<J wool on th 
market than there is a deman·d for, wou]., 
the woolgrowers send more wool on th 
market? No. They would withhold SUJ: 

plies as they did the other day, and that i 
the only sensible thing to do where there i 
an unemployed problem such as we have her 
to-dny. We wa11t to get irnmigrants \vho i1 
tlwir turn will create employment for others 
but everybody knows that unskilled labourer 
cannot in any way help to solve the unem 
played problem. I have no objection person 
ally to the Italian. I believe that th. 
N~rthern Italian farmer, h-orn what I havo 
l'l'ad and heard of him from men who knuv 
his type very well, is a very good to:pe 
citizen to have, and we can place h1m 
some districts. and in limited numbers, i 
he has capital or is of a certain type 
skilled labour. This problem is not a racia 
prob!Pm at all; it is an economic question 
the ::\'orthern Italian is no more unwelcom( 
than a Britisher would be; but the problen 
we have to foe" is that we cannot place 
labourers, whether they be British, Italian. 
American, or Chinese; and the sooner w1 
cornr to a realisation of the posjtion th1 
better it will be for all concerned. But 
there' has been a less desirable class of immi­
f!,'l'<tnt corninr; into Queensland than tl!1' 

Italian. and tha.t i' the Maltese. Everybody 
knov , that fo1· vears in this State an effort 
has been made to improve conditions for the 
wm·king clas~rs VPnerally, and thnt i.tYlprOVt>­
rnPnt i~ one of IYhich eyery Queenslandee ( 1rl. 

be proud; but the imnortation of this typ<' 
of incli,-idual-thc Maltcse-no di,crirninatio'l 
is lY•ing f'hown when they arc brol1ght here­
h:ts r -.,nltf'd in what I consider to be a yery 

dang·cr to th<' condition.-: that havP bee'"\ 
b,. the Queensland worker. J\Ir, Ferr:;·. 

i'l his ]·cport on the question of the influx 
of alicm into the State, says-

" I in,pectcd a :Maltese lodging-house 
in Tnnisfail, and found about twenty men 
liYing in ouc room. F:Yrr:v room was 
crowded with bunks with just enough spaco 
between to enable the occupants to rnov•' 
a bout. The pradice is to charge from 
Is. to 2s. per night for a bed and the me•1 
obtain their food elsewhere. A number 
of nlacrs are occupied in a sirr1ilar way 
bv Greeks." 

It is cbv10us to me that the conditions 
which have bcei1 built up in Queensland are 
endang-ered by the importation of that sort 
of person. There is no shadow of doubt 

that, if it had been p0rsisted in, 
[12.30 p.m.] and if the Queensland Gov<~rn-

ment had not sound0d the hrwl: 
note of warning. the remit would have b•lel'l. 
serious. C\ot only are these people brought 
here in large numbers, but, furthermore, no 
provision appears to have been made for 
nroper supervision of their importation. Mr. 
Ferrv btvs-

" " The report issued by t-he Maltese 
Government contains the following under 
the heading 'Appendix E. Conditions of 
Entry into various Countries' :-

Australia. 
(11) Domiciled Persons; 

(c) Age is no ban to their re­
ent-ry into Australia; 

(d) They are admitted uncondi­
tionally even when suffering from 
some form of disease. 

So that migrants that Canada will not 
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admit at all are accepted by Australia 
and on re-entry whether aged or 
diseased, and the fact is advertised by 
the Maltese Government-." 

That is a state of affairs which should not 
exist. In the absence of supervision right 
from the very start one can only come to the 
conclusion that the import-a.tion of such large 
numbers of men without supervcision has been 
a deliberate blow aimed by the Brnce Go­
vernment at the conditions of Queensland 
workers. It is a hard thing to have to say 
·of any Government that it would stoop so 
low as to do a thing of that kind, but I can 
Bee nothing but that in the whole scheme. 

There is another phase of this question 
\Yhich is perha.ps worth considering. I refer 
to the que-lion of what the present Common­
wealth Government propose to do in the 
future in regatd to the matter. The Premier 
has taken the matter up, but the only satis­
faction he was able to obtain from Mr. Bruce 
was a statement that, firstly, more super­
Yision is to be exercised o-.-er the immigration 
of these persons, and, secondly, that those 
v;ho are being imported will haye to be 
Youched for by somebody who is a land­
owner in this country. Apropos of this 
question :Nir. Ferry says-

" The Commonwealth Government 
advises that there is an understanding 
with the Italian Government that pass­
ports to Aust-ralia shall not be granted 
to any Italian immigrant unless he is 
nominated by a resident of Australia 
who is prepared to look after him on 
arrival here or unless he will have on 
arrival at least £40 capital. 

" Signor Renato Melano, Italian Con­
sular Agent at Townsville, states that 
Italian immigrants to be able to obtain 
a passport for Australia must be nomi­
na.ted by a resident of the Common­
wealth, who undertakes, and is bound 
by a statutory declaration, to find them 
work, to provide for their needs, to 
pay for medical attention when sick, 
nnd generally to sec that the persons he 
has called will not be any burden what­
ever to any charitable or benevolent 
institution. 

" However, t-he evidence shows that 
this undertaking, called an ' Atto di 
Chiamata,' or 'Act of Call.' is quite 
useless in its present form. The declara­
tion may be made, and has been made, 
by persons in Australia who are not 
themselves in employment and have 
little prospects of obtaining work. It is 
forwarded to the nominee in Italy, who 
must present it to the Italian authorities 
in order to obtain his passport. The 
document then remains in Italy. 

" If the only object of this ' Act of 
Call' was to ensure that the nominee 
would not become a charge upon the 
State, the statement that it is useless 
and incapable of enforcement might be 
.answered by the reply that, as a matter 
of fact, no recent. Italian immigrant has 
been a charge npon the State, so there 
never has been any need to enforce these 
undertakings. However, the declara­
·tion reads-

I wish to come as soon as 
possible to JOI11 me in Australia, and I 
declare that I am perfectly able to 
supply for hi's means," etc. 

J\Ir. Ferry goes on to say-
" An irnmirrrant arriving in response 

to a genuine" ' Act of Call' would, in 
most cases, be coming to disinterested 
friends or relatives, but it is obvious 
that owing to lack of inquiry and 
responsibility in regard to ·the under­
taking the form may be used for purely 
selfish interests. .\ person anxious to 
obtain his passport is willing to pay for 
this form. and apparently others are 
willing to trade in it. An Italian 
farmer stated in evid0nce that a number 
of applications had been filled in and 
eold in Italv for £1 each. Further, 
much of the" sworn evidence of Italians 
shows that many of the new arrivals 
here are admitte~l to the Commonwealth 
without this ' Act of Call.' " 

On this question a successful Italian 
farmer at Ingham in his evidence states-

" I think there is something wrong with 
the present system. Young men come 
here, and after they have been here two 
or three months, although they do not 
undor .. tand the ,conditions, they send 
home ror frieuds although they them­
soh-os have no work to do. That shollld 
be stopped, ·and only men who under­
stand exactlv the conditions and can 
forese"' whether there will be employ­
ment or not for the new arrivals, and 
who are prepared to foot the bill if there 
is no employment, should be allowed to 
110rninate others.'' 

:\h. Fcny has put my vie'n on this question 
iu co:Jf'rete forn1. lie is perhaps n1uch more 
qualified than I am to form an opinion as 
to the method of immigration and the number 
uf arriYals. I an1 sure that every hon. 
member realises the danger that will follow 
if thi» thing is allowed .. to go on. Every­
thing that l have had to say this morning 
has been rnorc in the nature of a \Varning 
that there must be a limit to this type of 
in1111igration. The bon. men1bcr for Mirani 
has put out what he considered to be a 
solution of this problem. Apparently his idea 
was to induce the Queensland Government to 
utilise the provisions of an Act passed in 
1913 provi-ding for the imposition of .a 
dictation test upon all aliens. The dictation 
test might haYe been, in his opinion, a very 
good y:ay of getting out of a very nasty 
difficulty, or he might have adopt-ed it as a 
method of throwing the onus upon the 
Government; but, while the method of 
applying a dictation test to Italians and 
compelling employers to employ only those 
who can pass that t-est might be all very 
fine in its way, and while it might be the 
a;-erage politician's method to deal with the 
question in that way, it does not solve the 
problem. Under the 1913 Act it is provided 
t-hat no alien can be employed in the sugar 
industry un!('ss he is able to pass a dictation 
tPst imposed by the Minister. No man is 
allowed to hold a farm in a suga•· district 
of Queensland unless he can pass the dicta­
tion test imposed by the Minister . 

Hon. E. G. THEODORE: Unless he has been 
previously exempted. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes, and all Italians and 
other Europeans were exempted by the 
Government that the hon. member for 
Mirani supported in 1913. It is a question 
whether the Courts would uphold the impo­
sition of a dictation test on Italians. I 
believe that it would be a very grave 
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evasion of treaty rights, and would be 
declared ultra vires by the higher courts. 
I am not anxious that the Government should 
deal with the matter by ay of imposing 
a dictation test. After all, it is a paltry, 
miserable way of meeting the difficulty. 
These people are not responsible for coming 
to Queensland; no doubt they came in good 
faith. I blame the people who permitted 
them to come here. 

Mr. CoRSER: The hon. member for 
Gregory should place the matter before the 
Australian ·workers' Union. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am raising the question 
now. It is a matter that this Parliament 
sooner or later will have to deal with, and 
it is no use hiding behind it. 

Mr. CoRSER: The hon. member should 
go to the Trades Hall and deliver a lecture 
there. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The people who are 
responsible for importing these people are 
the Bruce Government and nobody else. 

Mr. \' ,1WLES: Is the hon. gentleman pre· 
pared i.o support an amendment of the 
e•:isting law providing for a dictation test? 

J\1r. PCJLLOCK: It is not a question of 
\Yhcther I am prepared to do that or not. 
The horL memh<'r foe Mirani has circulated 
thi~ proposal through eyer:~: Northern news­
pa)lcr. Ho sa) s tlutt the Government have 
pcmor to du that, and if they want to deal 
with th,'m, why should they not do so~ 'rhat 
does not 'Dlve the problem. By those means 
you would on]_,, forcp these men into another 
inclmtrY. If 2,000 Australians entered It dy, 
they ,,:ould expect to g(~t a living; but 
liuguistic difficulties would probably force 
them into the position of accepting a lower 
rate of wages than was existing in the 
country whcm they arrived there. The result 
would be chaos, as the conditions of persons 
engaged in industry would be lowered. That 
is what is occurring here at the present time. 
Under this Act the Minister could force any 
person to pas" a dictation test in Greek. 

The SECRET'.RY FOR AGRTCl'LTCRE: Thev can 
put a test to them in Gaelic. ' 

l\1 r. POLLOCK : \Ye can even force them 
to snbmit to a dictation in Scotch. (Laughi'-er.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC v.: ORKS : Harrv 
Lauder would he t'hc only one to get through 
that tm't (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: I have Ycrv little more 
to say on that point. Everyone realises the 
Eeccs__,ity of haYing a sane scheme of super­
Yision of the!:<e innniiranis, and the sooner 
the Brucc-Pagc Go\;crnment consult this 
Governrrtent as to ihe nurnbcr of in1n1igrants 
they desire, as to their class and what capital 
!l1ey shonld possess when they come here, 
thu bettf'r it wiil be for this State. While 
I agree that the Commonwealth Government 
arc the right body to have control of irnmi· 
gration, I arn just as sati:3fied that, unless 
irnn1igration is properl:,~ controlled 7 it is far 
hc·1ter to have none at all. 

GoVER};i\fEKT ME:l1BERS: Hear, hear! 

:VIr. POLLOCK: Unless some new industrv 
is created in Queensland, then no new wor-k 
i~ being created. rrhe irnportation of rnen 
who are only capabh of following employ­
ment at present held by somebody eLe is 
not to my mind any solution of the unem­
ployment problem. It is merely giving the 
jobs that Australians should hold to aliens. 
I am surprised that the hon. member for 

[Mr. Pollock. 

Cooroora should charge this Government with. 
the responsibility of the unemployment of 
our own people, when he and his party are 
responsible for the cimporta tion of these 
immigrants to add to it. 

:VIr. Kr};G: The Hon. J. M. Hunter was 
responsible for them. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am sorrv that inter­
jection was not made before my time was 
exhausted. 

Mr. TAYLOR (TV;nd.eor): I was rather 
surprised to hear certain remarks made by 
1hc hon. member for Grcgory. He stated 
that the Bruce·l0 age Government had c·ntered 
into a plot to bring immigrants from the 
shores of the Mediterranean-from Italy in 
particular-in order to lower the standard of 
living that prevailed throughout Australia, 
and bring down the wages which were at 
)H'PS<'llt being paid to Australian workmen. 

1\lr. HY>.:ES: That is the fact. 

~\Ir. TA YLOR: It is a most serious charge 
for an hon. member to make. No more 
sc·rious charge could be made against any 
Government, whether it be the Bruce-Page 
(;overnment or a Labour Government. 

Mr. Kl};G: It is electioneering. 

Mr. 'l'A YLOR: Unless the hon. member is 
p1 epared to back up his statements by actual 
facts and knowledge, he has no right to make 
them. 

0PPOSI'riON .MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: He i1as given us no evi­
d•·nce in any shape or form to prove such a 
statement. 

:\lr. PoLLOCK: V\'hat other construction can 
you place upon the fact 1 

:\Ir. TA YLOR : I certainly cannot con­
cciYo of a body of honourable men in the 
Federal Parliarncnt-I do not care what 
party they represent-being guilty of such a 
thi r1g. 'fhe hon. n1en1 ber kuows perfectly 
\I'd! that if there were such a body of men 
in charge o£ Federal affairs in Australia 
to-day, they would get ve-ry short shrift 
from the people of Australia. The Aus­
tralian people and tl10 National Government 
of Australia do not stand for conditions any· 
thing like thos2 which the hon. member out­
lined in his remarks, 

:\1r. PoLLCCK: But :hey are responsible 
for them. none the less. 

1\Ir. TA YLOR: It must not be forgotten 
that, we now are part of the Commonwealth 
of :\ ations of the world. It is a very cas;: 
matter for an hon, member to ri•e and sav 
that this and that should be done. It is no't 
alway' cas,- to carry it into effect. By certain 
actions that we might take in this Pa rlia­
n1ent we might precipitate international 
relationships jnto consequences \\Thich might 
be more sPrious for Australia than, probably, 
the influx of a few thou:o;and alif'ns. ~ 

The ~ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: Canada 
is doing it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, and probably the 
hon. gentleman knows that the British 
GoYcrmnent are endeavouring to meet the 
position anil to .send a certain number of 
Britishers to this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Previous 
Governments supported by the hon. member 
proposed to eliminate aliens by a dictation 
test. 

Mr TAYLOR: I have no time for a dic­
tation test. I do not care whether a man 
can read or write if he is a straight man and 
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has a few pounds. Such a man should be 
allowed in whether he can write Greek, 
French, or anything else 

Mr. VowLES: You like the money. 

Mt·. TAYLOR: I certainly think such a 
man would prove a de-sirable citizen in Aus­
trali~. The hon. member for Gregory also 
spoke about unskilled labour coming in, and 
;;aid that there was no room for unskilled 
labour. Where have we the room for skilled 
labour? Whore arc the industries to absorb 

'the skilkd man that the hon. member would 
prefer to ;;;ee comjng in? \V e do not po',,Sf>SS 

suffici0nt secondary industries to absorb any 
number of eith0r skilled or unskilled men. 

Mr. Por.r.ocK: \Ve have large public works 
which have been held up for a long time 
because we could not get plasterers. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Possibly ono reason why 
we cannot get plasterers and bricklayers is 
that the r( c,trictions that have been placed 
on youn,r fellows learning those trades have 
caused a lesser m;mber of men to follow 
those trades, and consequently have made a 
lcssm number available. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Skilled labour is not allowed 
to con10 in. 

Mr. TAYLOR: 'That may be an explana­
tion why it is a very difficult thing to get a 
ski'lcd plasterer or bricklayer at the present 
time 

Mr. COLLJXS: They get hig·her wRges in 
C\Tew York. 

Mr. TAYLOR: But they pay considerabiy 
more for their living in New York; and 
the probabilities are that they are not a 
very ,rreat deal better off there than are the 
workers in Australia at the present time. 

Hon. E. G. THEODORE: \Vorkers could not 
bo better situated anywhere in the world than 
they are in Queensland to-day. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Again, I was rather sur­
prised at some of the things which the hon. 
momher for Hcrhcrt said when addressing 
this House. The hon. member made a com­
parison between the taxation imposed by the 
Queensland State Government and that 
imposed by the FedPra] Government. For 
purposes of comparison what the hen. member 
saii! was absolutely valueless. Quite different 
''ervires are performed by the Federal as 
compared with th'' State Govcrnrnenil;' and 
it is sir.1ply useless to bring forward such a 
comparison; it cuts no ice whatever. If the 
hon. member had wished to be f<J.ir in 
making comparisons, he would have taken 
tho taxation of the other States and com· 
pared it with that of Queens!nnd. We 
perform absolutely similar ·services to those 
perfornwd by the other States of the Com­
monwealth. The hon. member preferred not 
to do that, and introduced a comparison with 
Federal ta:ntion instead. 

Th" hon. membm· went further, and stated 
-a rem.•rkable statement for any hon. mem­
ber to make-that the Great War had noth­
ing i·o do with that taxation. I would like 
to know how the Federal Govm·nment pay 
the interest on loans which it had to incur 
in connection with that war? From what 
sourc:· do they derive their revenue to pay 
that mterest? 

Hon. E. G. THEODORE: The Customs and 
Excise duties have been increased by from 
40 per cent. to 50 per cent. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The Customs and Excise 
duties are not sufficient, as the hon. member 

for Chillagoe well knows. He knows that 
quite well. Ho does not want me to tell him 
that. With the per capita payments which 
the Commonwealth has to make to the various 
Stateo it requires the whole of that money in 
order to carry on those services satisfactorily. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: How did they reduce taxa­
tion if they had not a surplus? 

Mr. TAYLOR: They had a surplus, anu 
the.) were able to d-o it. You have got a 
surplus, and you cannot do it. 

To get back to the Governor's Speech. I 
am sum we all listened to the Governor's 
Speech with very great interest indeed, and 
the universal opinion, not only in this Hou'e 
but throughout Queensland, is that we are 
losing a very excPllent man and a very finn 
Govornor-·one of the best the State has ever 
had. and one who has not failed in any degree 
whatever to move from one end of the State 
to the oth0r in order to make himself 
thoroughly acquainted with its primary pr<•· 
ducts. its secondary industries. and everything 
"·hich is for the benefit of Queensland. The 
time of his departure is drawing very near, 
and I feel sure that, when he gets back t? 
the old land, the knowledge and the experJ· 
<·nee which he has gained during the period 
hn has been administering the affairs of 
Que<'nsland will be most useful to him, and, 
what is more, will bo most useful to Queens­
land. He will bo able to state in unequivocoi 
tnrms what ho knows of this magnificent 
State-because it is a magnificent State-we 
"re all agn)ed on that. He will be able to tell 
the• people with whom he comes in contact 
1hat the rnonev which is being- loaned to 
Qneensland and to Australia is quite safe­
(Hear, hear !)-that the assets of the State are 
more than sufficient to pay the whole of the 
national df•M a good many time,, over. He 
will he a blP to tell them that, although we 
have ho.d a Labour Government in power for 
ten years, this State. in spite of that Govern­
ment. must progress. \Vhen the change in 
Governm<'nt takes place-and that change is 
going- to take pla,rc• in a few months-the 
rwoplc of tho old land will have renewed con­
ficlcncc in this great State of ours. 

Hon. T. DuNSTAN: What party will be over 
hero then? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: The 
"run1p" part:rr. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I recommend the hon. 
gentleman to keep avvay from the "rump~" 
h0causo that is where the kick is. 

During the course of the debate the subject 
of whother we should have overseas Governors 
or not has been brou§!ht forward. There is no 
question but that in Queensland we have men 
of abilitv to Pqual any man who has admin­
istered the affnirs of Queensland or the Com­
monw~alth. \Ve know that we have men of 
<'flual ability. and men who could administer 
the affai,·s of the State equallY as well; but, 
if cYer there was a period in tho history of 
..\nctralia and in the historv of the Empire 
when ('Yervthing we can possibly do should be 
6onc to maintain existing connections with 
the Empire. I claim that time is now. Great 
Britain has never been faced probably during 
anv time in her history with big·ger and 
graYPr oconomic que~,tions than those wit:1 
which she is faced at the present time. She 
mav have to travel a long way before sh · 
finds a satiefactory solution of her present 
problems. We are part of the Commonv;ealth 
0f Nations, and some of the nations are corn· 
mencing to realise that, although thry mav 
be of a different colour to us, they have a 
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right, being in this world, to live, 'and they 
ma_v decide on a certain course of action which 
may be detrimental to us as a white race and 
as an Rnglish-speaking community. We have 
to consider all these questiom. Not.hing 
should be done to weaken the ti0·1 not which 
bind us-I would not like to us~ the word 
{( bind"-but Virhich oonnect us \vith t:w 
Empire at the present time. I sav that in 
every possible way we should strengthen tho'<'l 
ties. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Financial ties are fairly 
strong. 

Mr. 'I' A YLOR: Yes, I suppose they are; 
but fmancial t.ics are not everything an this 
world. The honour of a nation is greater 
than finaneial ties; and financial ties must 
not bP allowed to interfere with those ties 
which bind us to Great Britain and Ireland 
in any shape or form. We do not want to 
sec them int-erfered with. 

Taking the list of Governors we have had 
in Queenslancl, and Governors-General who 
have administered affairs in the Common· 
wealth. I do not think we have much to 
complain about. li\Te have had a very fine 
lot of men. and every one is agreed with 
regard ·to the present occupant of the office 
in Queensland. We have practically com­
plete self-governing rights and we are not 
interforccl with by the old' country in carry­
mg out the la"" which are framed in this 
Parliament. Therefore, in my opinion, it 
would be a retrograde step to alter the pre­
sent system. Hon. members know that it 
?oes not matter what Government may be 
m power, as, wh0n the time comes for the 
.appointment of the Governor by the State 
Government, a political appoint-ment will be 
mad<J; it cannot be avoided. 

Mr. COLLINS: They are all political 
a.ppointm0nts from Great Britain. 

Mr. 'I' A YLOR : Is that in the best interests 
of the State? I claim that men come out­
here unfettered as GO\·ernors, but they have 
got their pol.itical opinions. The late 
Premier has been closelv associated with 
our pr0sent Governor. an·d in carrving out 
the policy of his party has had to" t-ake to 
him legislat-ion--I wa~ going to sav of a 
revolutionary nature, but I will not use that 
word-of a nature which was not dreamed 
.of many years ago. If the late Premier 
spoke the truth. he would say that he 
received no opposit-ion or d!ctat,ion from the 
Goyernor. 

Hon. E. G. THEODORR: It is not on those 
grounds or because there has been anv fric­
tion in recent years that the change is sought, 
but on the ground that we have citizens here 
who are capable of performing the functions 
of the office. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I admit that. we have men 
who are quite capable for the office; but I 
cont~nd that the matter of selecting or 
<>lectmg the Governor should not rest with 
'd'Y particular party which may happen t-o 
hrn e cont-rol of the Treasury benches at any 
grven 1mne. Per.onally, I think we shall 
gct. on much better with a Governor from 
<throad than if the appointment were made 
from the State. 

Mr. \VIKSTANLEY: What about past Govern­
ments refusing to accept appointees from 
abroad? 

Mr. TA YLOR: Exact-h; you have the 
right of objection now. Before a Governor 
js appointed his name is submitted to the 
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Government of Queensland, and, if they can 
put up a valid objection to the one named, 
he does not come. 

Hon. E. G. THEODORE: In the Blake case, 
the appointment was made and publicly 
announced by the· British Government-. It 
was only afterwards that Sir Henry Blake 
himself retired because of the protest of the 
Queensland Government. 

:\1r. TA YLOR: It just shows the notice 
taken in the old country of valid obiections 
made by the State Parliament or Govern­
ment. 

In looking through the Governor's Speech 
there is one remark which I think must 
commend itself to all members of this House. 
It is a rd<'rence to the fact that the Federal 

Government have been instru­
[2 p.m.] mental in recent years in estab-

lishing a Loan Council. Repre­
sentatives of the States are on that Council, 
and the neecls of the various States are 
communicat<'d to it by the respective Govern­
ment' The Council meets from time to time 
and discussr"'"J those requiren1ents, and the 
requirements of the Commonwealth, and by 
arrang:ement with the States the Common­
wealth has bPcomo the sole borrowing 
authority .for them all. That is a very 
distinct step forward, and I t"hink the Corn· 
monwoalth Government are to be com­
nwnded for the action which they have taken 
1o bring about that necessary development. 
The har,hazard methods which have been 
adopkrl. for very many years throughout 
.\ustrali" with rogarcl to loan matters and 
the conflict of the interests of the various 
State. probably has resulted in the payment 
L_v the States of a much higher rate of 
interest for their accommodation than may 
be the case now that the Commonwealth has 
become rengnised as the sole authority. 

::\ir-. CoLLIXS : We shall get cheaper money 
JlOW that "'\Ve have gone to America. 

Mr. TA YLOR : Vv e may; I hope we shall. 
Personally, I look upon the stop with a 
cPrtain --.mount of regret-it only appears to 
me in one lig:ht-because I am sorry to think 
that Great Britain is unable to grve us the 
accommodation. I do not like that. I should 
he very sorry to sec Groat Britain pushed 
mto the backg-round after what shA has been 
in yea~~ go;J.e by-practically the money 
market of the world. I would not like to see 
the control of money removed from London 
to New York; but I feel satisfied that in 
Brranging a loan in ~e.,· York the Federal 
Government ha ,.e been guided by the best 
advice. Australia has had to go there. and 
T hope we shall have cheop mone)· if it is 
possible to get it. .. because it will help us in 
the development of Australia, and enable us 
to do a great deal more than we are doing 
nt the present time. I feel that Queensland 
an cl An 'tralia will have to be borrowers for 
another fifty er sixty years-it may be for 
oevonty or eighty years-at any rate, until 
very much more of the loan money which 
has been cxpcnd0d is producing the revenue 
nece.ssary to pay the interest on the money 
a !ready borrowed. Unfortunately, we are 

,1 very considerable distance from that period, 
although I never fine! any fault with borrow­
ing. providccl that the money is spent 
judiciously. It is not much use if we have 
to float other loans in London or in New 
York, whichever it may be, to pay interest. 
As the ex-Premier said on one occasion, we 
should spend our loan money in such a 
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manner as will enable us to obtain a suffi­
cient. return to pay the interest on that 
money. Wo have not been able to do that. 
I have oaid on more than ono occasiOn that 
if ever a Government had magnificent oppor­
tunities to do great and splendid work for 
the State, the present Government have ~ad 
those opportunities, but they have farled 
lam<>ntably. During th€ir term of office the 
revenue of the country has doubled, and, 
notwithotanding increased costs, they could 
have expended the monev more judiciously, 
and we would not have been in the position 
that we arc in to-day. I hope the ti:ne is 
not far distant when the Government wrll ~ee 
the necec"ity for scrapping their non-paymg 
State enterprises. 

Mr COLLTNS : The railways? 

Mr. TAYLOH: :No. 
Hon. T. Dt:NSTAN: The State Insurance 

Office? 
Mr. TAYLOU: There is a reason why the 

raihvays are not paying. l have expre~_sed 
wv opinion with regBrd to the railways tunc 
ar;d time again. It lms been proved beyond 
doubt that a number of the Sbtc enter­
prises arc unpayable propositions. and wrll 
never pay, anJ the sooner. the Government 
get out of them the bctt~r 1t wrll be for the 
State and the Government. We want to 
sncnd our rnoncy on works of a permanent, 
d'cvclopmental, and reproductive nature. On 
several occa-,ions vvhen discussing the Estl­
matPs I have criticised the expenditure by 
thr' j\lines Department, and the Minister hao 
always statr•d that in carrying on the actrvl­
tics 'of mining-I am speaking now with 
reference to mctallifcrOLlS mining. and not 
so much to coalmining-he was providing_ a 
certain rtmount of cmp)o,-mcnt. I am qmte 
prepared to admit that" he was providing 
emnlovment, but he could have spent the 
san1e ·amount of money and provided the 
sume amount of employment wrthout 
incurring the huge losses which the mining 
undertakings ha vc been responsible for. 

Mr. COLLTNS: Is th<> hon. gentleman 
rdcrring to Mount Morgan? 

Mr. TA YLOU : I am referring more parti­
cularly to mining enterprises in the far North 
of Queensland. It would have been very 
much better for Queensland had the Govern­
ment kept out of those enterprises and spent 
the money on permanent works, like road 
construction, etc. During the lnst twelve 
months the Government have had to write 
off enormous sums in connection with the 
Mount Mulligan coalmine and the Chillagoo 
State smelters. It is a verv easv matter to 
write off money, but it is' a very difficult 
matter to make monPy. W c were told by a 
late Treasur€r that " finance is the test of 
government." Finance is the test of govern­
ment, ami by that test this Government have 
been found sadly wanting. 

Mr. CoLLINS : W o ha vo met all our com­
mitments up to the present. 

Mr. TAYLOR: With borrowed money and 
excessive taxation. Governments arc not 
brought into existence for the purpose of 
extracting taxation from the pockets of the 
people. They are brought into being to 
carry out the government for the people, 
and to act as trustees of public funds. We 
in Parliament from time to time pass legis­
lation protecting the p<>ople for whom the 
trustees act, and providing that the mon<>y 
of which trustees are custodians shall be 
wisely and properly spent. If it has been 
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kund necessary to introduce legislation of 
that character to prated those who place 
funds in charge of trustees, sure!,, the Go­
VPrnment recognise their rt~spon·~ibilitios in 
connection with public funds. The Govern­
ment haYc been given ;,;ondcrful 'opportum­
tiPH as a rt""~mlt of the increase in revenue in 
thio State, but 011 account of taxation and 
other things our secondary industries have 
not expanded liS they should have done. 

The hon. member for Cooroora, when 
speaking this morning, referred to the boot 
industry. He quoted the fact that has been 
quoted in this Chamber before, and asked 
how it was that our leather goes to the 
southern StatPs to be made into boots which 
come back to this State to be worn by the 
people of Queensland. 

:Wr. Cor.r.ms: You might ask the same 
about wooL 

Mr. TA YLOR : I have mentioned the 
oame fact about wool. I ask how is it, and 
whv is it, that in other Stat€s they have 
boon able to double and treble their woollen 
mills a11d yet we in Queensland have not 
been' able to erect one additional mill, despite 
the fact that we arc one of the greatest 
\Yocl-prodncing States of the Commonwealth. 
Queensland is splendidly situated for the 
carrying on of secondary industries. Unlike 
\V cstr'l'n Australia and South Australra we 
have from the Twee-d River to Ca.pe York 
practicallv unlimited supplies of coal. vVo 
all know· that to carry on secondary indus­
t6es successfully coal is the chief adjunct 
and ono of the most necessary articles to 
compete and succeed against other States. 
Although we have coal at our doors and a 
magnificent climate, how is it that we are 
occupying such a secondary place compared 
with other States in so far as secondary 
industries aro concerned? lVIy only explana­
tion is that those who have money to expend 
in s2condary industries can use it to better 
advantage in the southern States than in 
Queensland. There is no disputing that fact. 
\Ye have the evidence in every possible direc­
tion that what I am saying is true. 

Another matter that has been foreshadowed 
in the GoYcrnor's Speech is the Childhood 
Endo\vment Bill. \V e do not know what 
the intentions of the Government are in 
regard to that measure, but I would urge 
the GoYcrnment in introducing that measure 
-they know mom about it than I do-to 
cxerc'iso every possible care to see that no 
further tax is placed on industry. "'·If. to 
provide for that childhood endowment scheme 
the Government ar,e going further to tax 
industrv, then what the people will gain 
from the endowment scheme they will pro­
bably lose in the way of employment. We 
-clo not want to create a position such as 
that. If we arc going to endow childhood, 
we want to see that no hardship in other 
directions will be inflicted on the com­
munity in finding the money which will be 
found necessary to pay that endowment. It 
is a pity that in the matter of c:hildhood 
endowment-and we on this side of the 
House said the same when the Unemployed 
\Vorkers Insurance Bill was going through 
-that action of a Federal nature is, not 
taken. It stands to reason that if one State 
stands out with respect to humanitarian 
legislation of that nature and other States 
do not, the States which have not provided 
that legislation I!1USt have advantages in 
carrying on, their secondary industries. 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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~vir. FoLEY: It is necessary for some one 
to lead the '''ay. 

Mr. COLLTKS: The people would be worse 
off then. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am asking the Govern­
ment not to place a handicap on this State. 
Ii childhood endowment was legislated for 
federally, all the State.; would be on an 
equal footing. 

Mr. COLLINS: Why is it that the Federal 
Government have not moved in the matter? 

Mr. TA YLOR: Our efforts should be 
directed so far as possible to make such 
legislation of a Federal character so as not 
to inflict any disabilities on this State. 

The PRE11IER: Do you mean to say that we 
should wait for the Federal Government to 
give us a load in the matter? 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not say that, but 
w" ,hould take _,ome action to induce the 
Federal Government to move in the matter. 
The Federal Government have appointed a 
Roval Commission to inquire into matters 
relating to national ins.uancc. I do not 
know what the:.· mean by that, but that 
Commi.ssion has been ·endeavouring to collect 
evidence in regard to that matter so that 
anv lcg·islation in that direction will be of a 
Federal nature :md character. I quite 
realise that the social ar,d economic condi­
tions· of thD people have to be considered 
more to-dav than 'lt any other time. The 
11eeds and demands of the well-being of the 
people in years gone by did not receive that 
attention from Parliaments that thev should 
have received. To-day those soCial and 
0conomic needs must be provided for, and 
there i~ an evolution of thought going in 
that direction. '.V e do not want, by any 
legislation which we may introduce, to lea-d 
ourselves into a bog and give the other 
SI ates a preference over us, and in some 
measure provide a means of unemployment. 

i\fr. FOLEY: Have you any suggestions on 
the matter'! 

:Mr. TA YLOR: I consider the whole thing 
should be considered by the Federal authori­
ties to see if a satisfactory CommonweaJt.h 
scheme cannot be adopted. 

Mr. Fr:RRICKS: Do you not think action 
on the part of the Queensland Government 
will act as a spur on the Federal Govern­
ment? 

Mr. <IITAYLOR: At present we have a 
maternitv bonus and an old-age pension 
inst.ituted by the Federal Government and 
under our care, and it is quite on the cards 
that we might also get this provided. 

The PRR1II!:R: "We, too, think it should be 
a Fodeea] matter, but we are not prepared 
to w.1it until the Federal Government moves. 

Mr. T,.'\,YLOR: I notice from the 
GovNnor's Speech that there is to be an 
alteration in the matter of arbitration. I 
have alwavs been for arbitration. No one 
can find a word in any speech of mine 
against arbitration methods. So far they 
arc tho most sat.isfactorv methods that we 
have evolved for the settlement of disputes, 
and though the awards which the Arbitra­
tion Court make may not satisfy both parties, 
the confidence in the Court is st.ill there. 
In making any alteration in the Arbitration 
Court the Government should consider first 
and foremost whether that confidence might 

[111r. Taylor. 

be destroyed. If that confidence is dest.royed 
by any alterations made in that Court, we· 
shall probably have disastrous results in our 
arbitration methods. Personally, I do not 
think for one moment that parliamentarians 
should occupy positions on t.hat Court, and 
the men who preside over the Court should 
be judge~'. I am quite content to leave the 
decision of thc,e matters in the hands of 
men who arc accustomed to hear, weigh, and 
sift evidence. There is no restriction what­
ever either on t.he employer or employee 
g-oing to the Court and placing his case 
before the Court and whoever may be the 
President of that Court. I do hope that no 
Act in connection with this proposed change 
will tend in any shape or form to destroy 
t-ho confidence .at present existing between 
employers and employees in that Court, not­
withstanding that they are at times dissatis­
ried with an award. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South B1·isbanc) : Whilst 
it may be regarded as unnecessary to refer 
to th" remarks of the hon. member for 
Cooroora regarding t.he reasons which 
actuated the late leader of this party in 
resigning the leadership of the party, it 
might be as well for me to supplement the 
denial of the hon. member for Gregory by 
assuring the hon. member for Cooroora and 
hon. members opposite generally that the 
hon. member was ent.irely wrong in the 
reference that he made, and that the 
reasons he has given are as wide from the 
truth as are the poles apart. To sum it 
up, the hon. member for Cooroora is quite 
astray, alld I do not think it necessary to· 
say anything more on the subject. 

Ir1 his Speeci1 His Excellency the Governor 
took up considerable space with his introduc­
tc.ry remarks, and they represented His 
Excellency's personal expression (,f opinion 
regarding his sojourn in this State. vVhy I 
regard l1is rt~Inarks as being of greater 
ini'Ncst on this occa•,ion a.s compared with 
previous occasions, is the fact 'chat I believe 
that the end '}f Sir Matthew ~athan's term 
"·ill terminate the policy of Imperially­
appointed Governors as the vice-regal repre­
sentative> in the various States. Indications 
point that way. 'l'hat reform will be. wel­
comed by the Labour movement as bemg a 
step forward to the grea tor reform w hi eh we 
aim at-the abolition of State Governors 
altogether-which will arrive, if not before, 
at least when the Commonwealth has 
attained, by the conferring upon it of greater 
po,vers, a rnoro unified method of govern­
ment. During His Exce!Jency's term in 
Queensland as Governor he has made it his 
business to travel a.bout and become 
Pcquainted with the people. and come closely 
in contact with them, and I have nlways held 
the opinion that at the time of his appoint­
ment, the anti-Australian and anti-Queons­
land propaganda, shrouded in the guis" of 
anti-Labour propaganda. had reached its 
lowest depths-that this State of Queensland 
1va.s regarded as being the head of anarchy, 
and lots of other things-and I thought at 
the time of the appointment of Sir Matthew 
Nathan, when he was busv travelling the 
outlying portions of this St.1te after his 
arrival, that he was determinecl to see what 
this State of Queensland and what the people 
of Queensland were like. He has come, he 
has seen, and, presumably, he hJs judged. 
What his judgment mav be is a matter for 
His Excellency himself, 'but I believe it will 
be favourable to Queensland, and that he 
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will make the most of his opportunities, when 
he returns to England, of voicing his opinions 
regarding this State. 

There is another feature of his retirement 
which appeals to me rather >trongly. Unlike 
many other Governors of the other States 
and of this Sbtc, he has not utilisPd the last 
three or six months of his period of appoint­
ment in leave. :Most State Governors 11.ctve 
adopted that attitude, and have returned to 
England really before their time was up. I 
notice that Sir Matlhew "'a than will leave 
here on 7th September, and that he will lea\ e 
Thursday Island about 23rd October. It 
n·minds me of a paragraph I rend in the 
" Brisbane Courier " a.bout six rnon ths ago 
on the question of etiquette in vice-regal 
circles. In that interc-<ting paragraph the 
"Brisbane Courier" stated that it was the 
practice in vice-regal circles fo1· the retiring 
Governors 11ever to n1cet their successors; 
that it "'as infra dig for them to do so, and 
was not regardeil as playing the g<tmc. His 
Excellency will leave Thursday Island on 
23rd October, and he will have a week's start 
oi his succecsor, whoever he may be. I feel 
quite sun that the people of Q'ueensland as 
a whole wish lJi,J: well in health, and hope 
and believe that he will make the most of 
his opportunities in England of advertising 
the ooundnrss and the potentialities of this 
great State of Queensland. (Hear, hrar !) 

I want to touch on a matter which. in 
rny opinion, is of greater importance than 
the retirement of the Governor of the State 
oi Queemland ; that is the present industrial 
upheaval which prevails throughout Aus­
tralia in the d1ipping industry. I believe 
that tbis industrial upheaval has a connection 
\Yith the subject which was dealt with so 
fully and so soundly this morning by the hon. 
member for Grcgory; that is the indiscrimi-
11atc and unrestricted immigration of 
Southern Europeans to Australia, particu­
larly to North Queensla11d. Perhaps it may 
be as well for me to endeavour to put before 
the House my opinion of th0 genesis of the 
current trouble. In my opinion, it -date's 
back to the retirement of l\ir. Hughes as 
Prime Minister of Australia. \Yhatever faults 
:VIr. Hughes may have had-and he has 
Inany, in m:~ opinion-! believe that he was 
wrapped up in the idea of a Commonwealth 
line of steamers. The Commonwealth line of 
steamers was his creation-his habv-and I 
never will believe that he would 'agrC'e to 
sacrifice it at the dictates of the busino'" 
people. I firmly believe that was the i·eason 
for the retirement of Mr. Hughes from the 
Prime Ministership of Australia. Since the 
advent of his successor, Mr. Bruce there has 
rcjgned in the Governn1ent rank~ a policy 
of pinpricking, aggraYation and sabotaging 
in conn0ction with the Cm'nmonwealth line 
of boats, in the endeavour to cause dissen­
sion and jndustrial trouble amongst the 
employee,,• on those boats in the attempt to 
provide an excuse-not a reason-for the sale 
of the Commonwealth line of steamPrs. 
Single boats wore sold. and eventuallv a pro­
posal was made and announced to the w,)l'jd 
for the sal<' of the Commonwealth lino as a 
whole; but I believe that the country reprc­
s0ntat1ves of the Federal composite Govern­
ment party realise tlwt, if the Commonwealth 
line of boats we1·e sold, the export freight on 
wh0at, wool. meat. and other primary pro­
clucts would increasE> a hundredfoid. I 
belim·e that ?.fr. Bruce fell down on the job 
of sellmg the Commonwealth iine of boats, 
and then retracted from it. 

Mr. }10RGA:-i: He could not get a decent 
bid. 

Mr. FERRICKS: That was the 0xcuse. 
Mr. MoRGAN: Would you sacrifice your 

State stations 9 

Mr. FERRICKS: One hon. member oppo­
site said that he did not t.hink the B\,dL'ral 
Gm·ernment would go to the countr' until the 
last minute. .My opinion is quite the reverse. 
l believe that when the trouble was brought 
keenly to the front, it wa:5 in ordL~r t.o pi-u­
vide an c·xeusr for the Commonwealth Uo­
vernrllent to rush to the country. Since they 
have been in office for the past two and 
a-half vears their achievernents from an Au.;;,­
lralian· standpoint legislatively and adminis­
tratively, ba,~e been absolute!:. a bankrupt 
sto(·k. They haYc .nothing to go to the 
count.ry with. and, jJl my opinion, this ·was 
1 he psychological momcmt for them to ru; h 
to tho country. The methods they have 
adopted arc plainly apparent to anyone who 
has followed the rruestion from the <'Om­
menccmeHt. While they laid np the Aus­
tralian-owncd boats in Svchwv Harbour and 
in Hobson's Bay, trade b'v tho thousand tons 
on the other si'dc of the" world wa[:; waiting 
to be tran>ported to Australia, but the 
Federal anti-Labour Go\"ernmcnt would not 
send the boats of the Commonwealth line to 
transport that trade to Australia, but on the 
contrarY they chartered British-owned boat:; 
to clo tho work which should have been done 
b,· the Commonwealth line of steamers, with 
tlw n•sult that theso charter<"] boat·· were 
landed in Australian ports nw.nned hv men 
who arc paid infinitely less than the Aus­
tralian rates, and work under absolutely 
\Vorsc conditions than th() ... Australian seamen. 
Indeed, wm<' of tho boats had coloured crew,s, 
an evasion of the conditions which Australian 
Aearnen. liren1rn, and other maritin1c workers 
had achiPYcd by inclu:;:.trial ort!'illtisatio't in 
Australja DVf'l' a great nurr1bcr of "7 ears 
past. ·what wem the seamen of Austraha 
to do? \V ere thev to sit idly bv and sec th<' 
work which belonged to Anstrafian boats an<,l 
_\ust.ralia.n seamen done bY lower-paid searncn 
from the other side of the world, by coloured 
CTC\VS, and some of them even under corl­
ditions which would not be tolerated in any 
part of the Australian wat<'l"S? Conse­
quently, the seamen were abs"lutPly forced 
to strike as a protest. Had they ,1ot dor"" 
so. that would have het<n the <'!HI d Aus­
tralian rates and conditions m maritime 
1.vork. 

The next move on the part of the shin­
owners was to approach the court for the 
dercg-istration of the Seamen's union. Their 
application was granted, with the result that 

the shipowners then-and this is 
[2.30 p.m.] the point I want hon. mcmb<'rs 

to note-offered to employ the 
seamen and other maritime workers, who had 
been under the award of the court, under 
articlf's w·hioh specified no rate of wages and 
no conditions of labour. I ask hon. members 
opposite whether that was a fair proposition 
for the shipowners to put up. because, if 
the men had signed those blank articles, it 
is quite apparent that after having served 
their term of articles the owners would have 
been able to pay them off at the rate of ld. 
a dav, and the seamen and other maritime 
workers would have had no redress, because 
no pay was specified and no conditions of 
labour stipulated. Hon. members may be 
aware-I think the hon. member for Mitchell 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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will bear me out in this that freedom of 
contract was really the basis of the shear0r.s' 
strike in 1891. I am sure that there is 
not a man in this Chamber who would 
endea1·our to employ a man without telling 
him how much he would get or how many 
hours he would work, yet that was 
the condition under which the maritime 
workers were asked to engage. M1·. Bruce, 
the 1'rime Minister of the anti-Labour 
Government, was interviewed not only by 
representatives of the Seamen's Union but of 
rdl industrial unions of Australia organised 
m the transport group, who asked him 
to intervene in the interests of Australia and 
I he suceessful and peaceful carrying on of 
the maritime industrv. \7\That was Mr. 
Rruce's reply? In effect, he said: "The 
Commonwealth shipping line is under the 
control of the Commonwealth Shipping 
Board, anrl the Commonwealth Government 
have no power to interfere with the conduct 
or the working of the ships." Then he went 
to the Rotary Club and denounced the sea­
men. not onlv before the whole of Australia 
but beforB 'i.he whole world, because the 
remarks of the Prime Minister carry more 
weight than those of Mr. Bruce, a private 
individual. I am not saying that in any 
feeling of anger, I am merely mai<:ing a 
criticism of Mr. Bruce that he thoroughly 
desen-cs. Then, when the Commom1ealth 
Shipping Board made an arrangement with 
the transport group of unions, the ship­
owners went to Mr. Bruce. What did Mr. 
Bruce do? H" sent a telegram to Sir 
William Clarkson, the chairman of the Com­
monwealth Shipping Baard, asking for an 
l'xplanation as to why it wan made, and this 
notwithstanding the fact that six days 
previously he had told a deputation that 
he had no control of the operation of the 
Commonwealth Shipping Board ! Whether 
he got that explanfltion or not did not 
appears in the public Press; but, when 
fruit and other perishable goods were await­
ing shipment from Tasmania, and Mr. 
BrucP was advised to put into commis­
sion the iclle Commonwealth ships on the 
wages and conditions stipulated with the 
Hoard. he refused to do Bo. And, in my 
opinion, when Dr. Earle Page came to 
Queensland on 28th May, his visit had more 
than ordinary significance. An insignificant 
paragraph appeared in the public Press to 
the effect, that the Federal Treasurer had 
arrived in Brisbane the pr•cvious night. and 
would 'proceed to Gvmpie by that dav's train. 
Certainlv thP Federal Treasurer has a son 
farming" at Brooloo, and for that reason no 
notice is t:tken of his frequent visits to 
Queensland, but on this occasion it was 
announced that he would stay in Gympie 
end would address a meeting at the Town 
Hall In my opinion, that was the begin­
ning of a Federal election campaign. 
Wh<'ther Mr. Bruce has fallen down on the 
job a secon<i time remains to be seen. For 
weakness and changing and going about and 
making speeches without any aim or any 
effort to bring about a cessation of the 
trouble, Mr. Bruce on this occasion abso­
lute!!' takes the palm. With all Mr. 
Hug-hes's faults, if he had been in charge, he 
would at least have done something, Even 
if hP did wrong, the people would have a 
much greater admiration for a man who 
tries than for the absolute weakling that the 
present Prime Minister has shown himself to 
be. 

[l'VJ r. F erricks. 

I desire now to deal with the question of 
irmnigrat,ion from Southern Europe. It is 
quite true, as the hon. member for Gregory 
has st-ated, that hundreds of them have 
entrained periodirallv for the northern part 
of Queensland. It appears that with every 
shipment of Italians on every occasion a 
hundred or so are dropped off at Fre­
mantle, a hundred at Adelaide, another 
number at MelbournE', and another number 
at Sydney, and they are spread all over the 
Commonwealth. But, the greatest aggrega­
t-ion is in North Queensland. These people 
are receiving employment in the Newcastle 
Iron and Steel vYorks to the exclusion of 
British-born subjects. No objection is taken 
by this party to the newcomers on the 
ground that they are Italians. I would ta.ke 
tho same objection if an indiscriminate num­
ber of workers of any other nationality 
wm'e dnmpcd into any portion of Queensland 
without provision having been made for 
their absorption onto industry. It is entirely 
wrong, it is unfair to t-he newcomers them­
selves, and it is doing great harm to the 
Queensland sugar industry. The apologists 
for the Federal Government say that the 
Federal Gm-ernmcnt accept no re•ponsibility 
for this great influx of Southern Europeans. 
I believe that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment have connived at the arrival of these 
rw\womers by hundreds in boat after boat. I 
think that is made pla.in now by the action 
which I believe the Federal Government say 
they are taking. To show the attitude 
adopted by Mr. B1·uce I would like to quote 
fl·orn a st-atement by the Premier which was 
published in the "Daily Standard" on 21st 
July last on the question of preventing 
undue immigration of Sout-hern Europeans 
into the Commonwealth. The Premier, in 
quoting the Prime l\J:inister's remarks, 
stated-

" l\lr. Bruce said that the Common­
weallh would hardly be justified in tak­
ing such drastic steps as were taken by 
thA United St-ates Government when it 
established by law its prespnt quota 
system of immigoration. It seems 
impracticable for Australia, which has 
no foreign service, to enfore the quota 
la1-v." 

That was his confession of onability to do 
anything. Now we read in the Press that 
the Federal immigration authori'ties a.re 
restricting the issue of permits, and are 
inquiring more closely into the guarantees 
which are given on behalf of prospective 
ammigrants. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman knows 
that an embargo has been placed on 
Southern .European immigrat-ion. 

::}fr. FJ<;RRICKS: The Federal Government 
have intimated that for the future each 
immigrant from Southern Europe will 
require to have a separate nomination form. 
Only one immigrant in the future can be 
nominated on the one immigration form, 
admitt-ing, of course, that they may have 
put a number of names on the nomination 
paper previously. That is plain. They have 
been coming in in droves to the detriment of 
the Australian workmen, the Australian 
business man in North 'Queensland, and the 
wh?lo of the Quecn"land sugar industry, 
wh1ch means the whole of Australia, I 
shal! endeavour to show on what. I base my 
opinion-that t-he undue influx of these 
people is having a very detrimental effect 
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in the Southern States regarding the sugar 
industry. I quote from the "Daily Stand­
ard" of 25th May last the report of some 
remarks made by Mr. Boardman-

" Despite the \Vhite Australian policy, 
North Queensland was captured by the 
Italians without firing a shot. White 
growers were selling out and Italians 
were earning from £15 to £25 a week. 
These workers were living under condi­
tions which were not in accordance wit-h 
the Australian standard." 

That is a "·'ry surprising statement from a 
responsible man attending a fruitgrowers' 
conference; bur is not so surprising when 
one knows the ba~is on which these 
Southerners have arrived at these opinions 
and condu~ions. Onl:- at the beginning of 
last yc>ar the Shtc Arbitration Court was 
sitting in Cairns on the application of the 
fiel-d and mill employees of the sugar industry 
for a new award. Mr. G. H. Pritchard, 
the secre ary of the Amtralian Sugar Pro­
ducerfl' As:::.ociation-a responsible man who 
was ap~earing for the employers-made this 
astounding and untrue assertion-

" An Italian after one season's ('ane~ 
cut' im; has retired and returned to 
Italy." 

If an Italian. after having been in Queens­
land for one canccutting season, has been 
able to return to Italv ho has not, been able 
to do so on his earnings from canccutting. 
That was an abwlutely misleading assertion 
for a man like :Ylr. Pritchard to make. 
Such statements prejudice Southerners in 
their views in r<'B]wct to the industrv and 
men like Mr. Pritchard should be"' more 
earcful in thP statemenh th~y make, and take 
a broader and more Australian vi.ew of these 
matters. Senator Crawford, when defending 
tne sugar indmtrv in the Senate had to 
an.s\ver que:-..tion.s Which had been ~·aised on 
the_ tar!ff by the fruit and jam manufac­
tunt'g mter-osts 11_1 the House of Represen­
tatn·ee. and to wh1ch the Nationalists in that 
<;h1.mbc1· _were not game to stand up. 
Senator VI 1lson smd that members were not 
going to adyocatc a retention of protection 
to ~he Queensland mgar industry in which 
agrH·uitural labo~rers ~·ere able to earn up 
(o £2 a ·day. while agncultural labourers in 
the wheat and fruit industries earned onlv 
up to Ss. a day. Senator Crawford said 
that statement was not true but Senator 
\Vilson in answer said- ' 

" I am only quoting what the Hon. 
Minister told me himself." 

It will be. se·en, therefore, that the manufac­
ture of tins propaganda aiming at the detri­
m~>nt of . the workers and se<:king to under­
m me th01r rates of pay Is havmg a pernicious 
effect m the Southern States. I believe the 
expressions which I have quoted are founded 
on the a.~sertions of resnonsible anti-Labour 
men in Queensland who· should know better. 
I c'?uld quot-e further from the report of that 
frmtgro:"ers' conference, but I believe I 
have said enough. 

Closely_ allied with the shipping dispute 
and the mflux of Southern Europeans is the 
ov~r:production of mgar. They are, in my 
opmwn, all mterW)Yen. I believe that an 
endeavour was to have been made to make a 
massed attack on the working conditions and 
r:'tes of paJ: throug·bout Australia when the 
time was npe. I believe these newcomers 

were to be used in connection with that pro­
posal. \Vhat ma·do me come to that conclu­
,o;ion v~as that, having looke-d into the question 
for some months, I wrote an article on the 
over-production of sugar for the "Daily 
Standard " on 4th April last, and I pointed 
out that, if the Sugar Board keeps whittling 
down the price of sugar, £1 this year, £2 
next year, until they get down to the prices 
obtaining in the bad old times, probably 
ther·e is going to be an appeal to the Arbi­
tration Court by the employers for a reduc­
tion of wage-'. They ·will sa:,- they are unable 
to carry on under the present award, and, 
while tho Economic Commission which re­
cent]c; sat in Queet:sland stated that in­
capacitY to pay was not the cause of the 
Laslc wage being reduced in Que0nsland in 
1822. it is safe tn say that. if the Sugar Board 
continues whittling down the price of sugar, 
an at:empt will be made to lower the wages. 
1[ !hat is done-and I speak as one who has 
given prett,,· active support to the industry 
for the !act fifteen vears-and men are asked 
to vvork at bedrock~ ,,·ages, I am afraid some 
cf my enthusiasm for this industry will be 
damped. }'\obody can gainsay the fact that 
a section of the sugar-growers in North 
Queensland and other places have had the 
chance and have seized thB opportunity of 
eyading awards and of employing aliens. 
It bohoYes the better section of the sugar­
growers to attempt to dissuade those people 
from that action. 

While on this question of oyer-production 
of sugar I recollect that I heard the hon. 
member for J\lirani move the adjournment of 
the House last y·ear. and I heard other hon. 
n1cmbers opposite refer to this question, but 
not one of them touched what I consider 
to be the kernel of the whole position, if we 
a ''O to get oyer the preccnt difficulty, and 
that is 1he unduly large mar.;-in which is 
allowt~d bchvcon the pricc (Jf raw sugar and 
the price for rcfi<1ed sugar paid 10 the 
Colodial Sugar H.cfinin~- Con1pa11y. In n1y 
urtielc I said this, and I want this to be 
reported in '" Ha: n;;ard " bceau_":e it will be 
informative to many people interested in 
the industry. I raised this question in the 
Federal SenatP, and I pointed out that every 
tim·C there has been an incrP<LSe in the price 
of raw :::ugar to the growcr~a pro­
portion of which has boon paid to the 
workers under Arbitration Court awards­
there has been an c,ut-of-proportion increase 
in the margin given to the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Compnny. Further to 
illustrate this I pointed out that when 
the price for raw sugar was £14 per 
t-.on the Rolling price for refined ~~ugar was 
£20 per ton-a difference of £6 per ton. In 
1915. wlwn the price for raw sugar was £18 
per ton, the selling price for refined sugar 
was £25 1Cs. per ton, leaving a margin of 
£7 10s. to the refiner. This was given under 
the Sugar Acquisition Act of 1915. which was 
introduced by the late Hon. T. J. Ry.an 
and denounced at the time all round, but 
which has been so satisfactorily accepted 
since by cv·cr.> body who has anything to do 
with the industry. In 1918 the price of raw 
sugar was £21 per ton a.nd the Boiling price 
cf refined sugar £29 5c. per ton, leaving a 
margin of £8 5s. for the refiner. 

Mr. MoRGAN : Did not the cost of refining 
go up, too? 

Mr. FERRICKS: I am coming to that 
question, which is a fair one. I raised this 

JJ.i r. F erricks.] 
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matter in the FedPral Senate. and wanted 
to know where that £8 Ss. margin came in. 

received' this reply-
" Th'' Government recompenses the 

rnmpany for the actual cost of freight, 
£1 12s. Sd., which includes marine insur­
.anee, harbour due.;, exchange, sadrs, 
wharfa?"c, and landing charges. Th<l 
refining charge of £1 7s. 6d. per ton 
includAs wages, coal, charcoal, vvater, 
delivery of refined sugar in towns, 
cartage. lighi.erage, and fire insurance. 
The cost of packages is lls. per ton. Th<J 
selling charge is 7s. per ton, and includes 
salaries and contributions to staff and 
'vag-p earners' provident funds, fees, 
rate's. and rents, exchange on refined 
sugar. ren1itt.ances, and charges, as well 
as taxes. Over and above that, the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
receive,; a managing charge of £1 per ton 
to cov('r the use of the companY's ser­
vice' and it. capital, and provide interest 
ther-oon." 

That makes a total of £4 18s. 2d. per ton. 
With all the charges they gave-and the 
House can accept it from me that the 
chaqres that the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company gave the then Prime Ministm, Mr. 
Hug-he,;, would be placed at the high0st 
attainabl0 point to make their case appear 
not so bad-these charges totalled £4 18s. 2d., 
which, with the margin of £8 5s. a ton, left 
a balance of £3 6s. lOd. a ton. That olear 
profit of £3 6s. lQ.d. per ton went into the 
coffers of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. 

.Mr. BRAND: No. 

Mr FERI_UCKS: Yes. Many of the daily 
papers rerwmb d rnv remarks on that occa­
sion, and the "Bundaberg Dailv News" was 
amongst th0m. and, in addition' the " Daily 
Kews" had this editorial note-' 

"In the agreement which the Sugar 
Board entered into with the rBfming 
eompanies, any savings effected in con­
nection with th<l work of refining on the 
n Q;rced price allowed must be returned to 
the Sugar Board at the termination of 
the season, and in this connection we 
rmdcrstand the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company returned to the Board some­
thing in the neighbourhood of £1 Ss. a 
ton (refined sugar) for the past sea~on's 
operations." 

Now that was a fallacy, and what they 
bast'd that conclusion on was the statement 
made bv Mr. Hughes in the House of Repre­
sentatives in 1920, when he gave the detailed 
cost under the new .agreement. setting down 
the charges of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company ac £6 2s. 6d. per ton instead of £4 
18s. 2d. per ton, and he enumerated tho 
:trticles just as I have giv<en them in the 
previous quotation, and in every one of the 
estimates he gav<J he said, "It is esti­
mated." He said: "It is estimated freight 
•Yill cost £2 .a ton instead of £1 12s. per ton. 
It is estimated sacks will cost £1 instead of 
16s." The wrong basis arrived at in that 
estimate is where a refund was made to the 
raw mills. There was no refund from the 
profit. Under the 1920 agreement the price 
of raw 'U(iar was fixed at £3C 6s. 8d. per 
ton. and the margin allnwed to th<l Colonial 
Sugar RPfining Company was £10. ~o 
port ion of that extra charge of £3 17s. 6d. 
per ton was returned to the raw sugar mill 

[Mr. F erricks. 

-not a. penny of it. It had jumped up 
from £3 6s. lOd. to £3 17s. 6d. a ton. 
1\h complaint is that, in 1920, under 
that agreement. .,-Jrcn the sPlling price 
of raw sugar was £30 6s. 8d. per ton. the 
margin al!owed the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company was £10 a ton, and. according to 
a question which I asked in this Chamber on 
7th _\nvust last year, the price of raw sugar 
was then £27 ner ton. and the sDlling price 
of refined sugar was £37 per ton, leaving a 
margin of £10 a ton. Do you not see that 
the Colonial Su:rar Refining Company main­
trtined their margin of £10 notwithstanding 
th0 fact that the raw sugar millers were paid 
£3 6s. 8d. a ton less for their raw sugar? 
And this sr,ason £1 a ton has been deducted. 
leaving £26 a ton; and yet the Colonial 
Sugar Refming Company kept their margin 
of £10! 

Mr. BRAND : All with the concurrence of 
Ow present Government. 

Thh. FERRICKS: No. Th<e agreE>mont is 
madn between the Colonial Su;rar Refining 
CompanJ anr! the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. otherwise I could nevE'r have got that 
information in Augmt. 1919. and the late 
1\1r. Tudor could not have o:ot that informa­
tion from Mr. Hut;hes in 1920. which I have 
0xtrndcd from Federal " Hansard." The 
agrcPmcnt is made between the Common­
wealth Government and the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company. All the Queensland 
Govcrnmen t. do in thil cxercise of their 
powcr.s is to acquire the crop for the Com­
momYea lth Government. and the refining 
comnanics have to treat and put it on the 
market. ThP only thing which I dBprecate 
is that th0 Sugar Board has not given us 
information. I asked a question for details 
of c<'-sts. which T was able to vet myself in 
the Senate in 1919. and which Mr. Tudor got 
in the Hous<J of Representatives in 1920. 
think the Ru~ar Board should have given 
that information to this House. If they have 
not p:ot it, they should have got it from thE' 
Commonwealth Government. Members of 
i:his House are entitl<ld to it. 

Mr. BRA:--!D : The Commonwealth Govern· 
ment have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. FERRICKS: The Commonwealt11 
Government make the agreement. and I\IIr 
Hughes was very carPful to obtain tho•e 
details for the Commonwealth Government. 

I expect to be told later on in this deb'tte 
somdhing- in connection with Imperial pre­
feren-ce {or the sugar 'industry. ;I have 
touched on a point which undoubtedly wou:d 
have been raised later on in the debate. Many 
hon. members opposite and sugar-growers 
outside will say what a glorious privilege 
this lmJWrial preference is, but in my opinion 
all the advantag-e. or the greater portion of 
it. g-ranted by Imperial preferPnce could be 
obtained from tho unduP margin allowed to 
the Colonial Sug-ar Rf'fmin~ Company. I 
contend that for every £1 which is taken off 
the pric<' of raw sugar which has to be ex­
nortcd. after the Australian rates have ben" 
fixed for the sugar consumed here. £1 should 
come off the marp-in of £10 allowed to the 
Colonial Sugar Refining- Company. That is a 
preference to which we are entitl0d. Let me 
quote to show those -p0ople who are so 
enamour0d of Imperial preference what it 
means. In the columns of the " Brisbane 
Courier" as recently as 15th June last there 
anpeared a comment on the vote in the House 
of Commons when Imperial preference was 
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re-estr1blished by the Baldwin Government. 
The leader described the Labour vote as c. 
notable triumph for preference. I want hon. 
members opposite to listen to this. 'This is 
what the " ::Y1orning Post," a conservative 
journal. had to say about it-

" The ' :\forning Post' described tho 
Labour Yote as a notable triumph for pre­
fnrence. and suggests that the Go:vera­
mcnt might find another claim to the 
allc<;ialJCe of the working men by making 
preference depend on the use of British 
machinerv in the industries concerned. 
The Dom-inions would thus be encouraged 
to help unemployment in Britain, whi"l1 
c "n make all the refining, drying. and 
shredding machinery that the DominiDns 
'"ant t{) produce the sugar, tobacco, ani 
dried fruits which the mother country 
consurnc'3.'' 

Do tlwy not sec that the question of Imperiul 
·prcft'rcncc is loaded from the Australian stand­
point? The " Morning PDst" suggests that 
the,Y should make sugar-mills in England­
that is what they mean by shredding-
rriaf'hin0ry and n1achinery for drying 
fruits-in order to relieve unemploy­
nwnt in Great Britain. There is no 
one inside or outc,ide this Chamber who 
can stand up for that from the Australinn 
point of Yicw: and I think that hon. membeJS 
opposite in past sessions while I have been here 
haYe br,<'n Yery long-winded in coming to the 
question of 1ocal Australian markets. I r•> 
nwmber when [ happenN] to mention that the 
Au,tralinn market was the best market of n 11, 
th0 late !con. member for Drayton getting into 
quitn a furor0 oyer the question \vhen ho W.J:-3 
talking a bout n1arkPts ovcrsea. 

:\lr. KELSO: You have made mistakes in 
that rcspcoot. 

Mr. FERRICKS: There has been a change 
broug-ht about. since th0n. The constructiun 
of the Tully mill machinery was given to a 
QucPnsland firm instead of being sent to 
England. 

Mr. KELSO: You will admit that :mu did 
make a mistake in that direction. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Even before the "Mor(l­
ing Post" came out with its leader in relation 
to ~\ustralian markets. which hon. members 
opposite have so freely ridiculod and to which 

thev have attached S{l little 
[3 p.m.] imoortance in bygone y-ears, the 

"Daily Standard," in an editorial 
on 9th .. \pril last, quoted an extract from 
the "Australian Manufacturer" Df 28th 
March last. Hon. members on both sides of 
the House should absorb this, since it is 
abso~utely astounding and sensational in its 
import.:1.nce-

" Australian factories bought £68,212,000 
more raw material than was exported. Of 
£84,182,000 worth of agricultural pro­
ducts in 1922-23, onlv £20.152,000 wer~ 
exported, the other £64,030,000 being con­
sumed local!:-'." 

And vet we hear hon. members on that side 
of th;, Home crying about o:versca markets! 
This is the best market, and we shall nev0r 
haYe prosperity unless we have successful 
expansion of our secondary industries, whieh 
men oppDsite and their supporters have long 
derided and ridiculed in an attempt to make 
men work for low wages. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I have 
followed the remarks of the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat with reference 
to the sugar industry, and I think he must 
agree that the sugar-growers are in a bett-er 
conditiDn under a Federal National Govern­
ment than they have eYer been under a 
Labour Fedorai Government in the past. 
It is interesting to note his condemnatiDn 
of the preference ,,-hich has been given by 
the Baldwin Government-, and his remarks 
to a cPrtain extent were a defence Df the 
Ramsay J\1acDonald Government. 

I >Yould just like to endorse the remark;s 
which haYe fallen from members on th1s 
side in regard to their regret at the 
departure of the GovNnm·. I share thmr 
roar·et that this is the last session of Parlia­
m~nt that His Excellency will open. I think 
that no man has endeared himself more tD 
the elector' or people of Queensland than 
has Sir Matthew Nathan. His moving about, 
not onlv in the cities but also in the 
count.ry,' has gi,-en him a first-hand know­
lcdre of the requirements of Queensland, 
and I think that, when he returns tD the 
old land. he will be an asset to us in his 
ability to expound our prosperity and the 
opportunities which Queensland Dffers to 
pccplP to make good should they desire to 
set.tle in our midst. 

I also would like to express my regret 
at the disaster which Dccurred to the mail 
train at 'Travcston just recently. The place 
where the accidc1it happened is in my 
electorate, ancl I extend m~' sympathy to _the 
people who were• injured and t.he relatives 
of those who were killed. I appreciate, too, 
vcrv much the very great kindness extended 
to the sufferers bv the people living in that 
locality and also the endeavours of the many 
railway workers enl!aged in that part Df the 
State t-o do everything they possibly could 
to allt'viate the sufferings Df those who were 
injured. 

I find no mention in the Governor's Speech 
of anv roduction in taxation. I do not know 
"·bother that matter will be brought fDr­
ward in the Financial Stat-ement, but it is 
reo-rettable that the Government could nDt 
in~ anv wa:v indicate that there is to be a 
reduction 1n taxation. I notice that t-he 
Federal GDvernmcnt recently have been able 
to annDunce ,a, considerable r'elief;' but, 
instead of our State Government being likely 
to reduce it, I am afraid that we must 
Pxprct, perh>aps, a a-reat.er increase in taxa­
tion than we can afford to pay. 

The hon. member for Herbert spoke fDr 
ROn1o time upon the increase in our manufac­
turing industries, and the mover of the 
Address in Replv spoke of the increase in 
the value of our' manufactures. The leader 
of the OppDsition proved conclusively that, as 
compared with thE> other States, Queensland 
wa.s lap-ging far behind in secondary indus­
trios. ThP hon. memher for Townsville inter­
jected, "\Vhat about the increase in primary 
prodnchon ?" \Ve knDw that there has been 
an increase in primary production, but the 
primary producer is not yet getting a. suffi­
cient ret-urn for his labour to enable h1m to 
receive equal to the basic wage. The value 
of production has expanded throughout the 
world. In the main that has been caused 
bv ,inflated currencies, resulting in a depre­
ciation in the value of money. Take the 
case Df Germany. In terms of the mark 
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she had increased the value of her produc­
tion very considerably in 1923 · as compared 
with 1914, but. she still remains a much 
poorer nation. The best way to test the 
statement that we have increased our pro­
duction in Queensland is to compare Queens­
land with the other States of the Common­
wealt.h. VV e shall then be able to see whether 
the increase is such as we have been led to 
believe it is by hon. members who quote 

onlv those figures that sui't them. The 
figtires taken from the report by the Econo­
mic Commission on the Basic Wage and from 
the Commonwealth "Year Book" prove 
conclusively that under Labour rule Queens­
land has lagged behind the other St.ates in 
every department of industry, both primary 
and 'secondary. These figures will form very 
interesting reading for those who may read 
the speeches delivered by previous speakers-

V AJ,UE OF PRODUCTION STATISTICS. --------------------------
I I I 
1 1 Increases. 

Industry. 1 1914. 1923. I 
I 

1 
NumericaL_\~er Ce~~ ------------------------£----~---£--- ----£-- I 

Agriculture- 1 I 
Queensland . . f>,680,000 1 10,10.0,000 ·!,425,000 1 77'fl 
Other States . . 30,372,000 

1 
H,037,000 43,665,000 i 143'7 

Pastoral- ,

1 1 
Queensland . . 10.290,000 19,500,000 :J,210,101J 19'7 
Other States . . 4-1,765,000 , ,.1,97;,,ooo '!7,~10,000 1 60'7 

Dairy, Poultry, Bee- i 
Queensiand . . 3,499,000 6,000,000 2,501,000 171Jl,:~3. Other States . . 18,063,000 37,5·12,000 19,479,000 

Fore •,try and F'sheries­
Queensland .. 
Other States .. 

l\fining-

1,826,000 3,000,000 1.174,000 64'2 
4,593,000 7,84f>,000 3,i52,0CO 70"8 

Qucensland .. 
Other i:ltates .. 

)fannfactur ng-­
Queenslimd .. 

2,976,000 2,2()7,000 • 709,000 *23•8 
*l,O~~ .• ooo *5':3 19,077,000 18,0!9,000 

Other Stnt<'S . . . . 
8,071,000 16,048,000 7,917,000 9R·9 

no·9 
J.'otals (all production, Primary and 

Qm•pnshnd .. 

. . . . I 54,885,000 
Semndaryl:-

115, ~00, 000 60,015,0LO 

Otht·r States .. 
. . . .. I 38,3·12,ooo 18,579,000 48•4 

1_5:3,;)32,000 ~9'.J. .. j 171,755,000 

Mr. Cor.LL!\S: Tho'3e figures are nns­
lcading. 

l\ir. CLAYTON: ThesP figures are conclt!­
sivo evidence of the condition of Queensland 
to-day. Other hon. members have quoted 
figurps concerning; Qu(1er~slancl alono. These 
sho·w an increase, \vhercas by comparison 
with other States of the Commonwealth the 
fact is conclusive!" provPd that Queensland 
is lagging behind. It is time that a Goyorn. 
mcnt was placed on th<O Treasury benches 
which would allow Queensland to progress as 
it deserves to progress. 

'l'hc Governor's Speech has rr£ere1'cc to 
agricultural legislation. I, as a primary pro· 
ducer, have associated mvsolf with other 
primary producers on this side of the House 
in always affording the Government 'upport 
on such legislation. I am pk:J,Sed that the 
Governrnent arf: taking an intcre·.t in agri· 
cultural legislation, but the.\' have not given 
tlw practical support to the primary pro· 
ducer that we would wish. They have spent 
a considerable sum of money in thG organisa­
tion of the primrLry producer, but they still 
have a lot to learn. They can learn a lot 
by turning up the speeches delivered by hon. 
members on this side of the Hous(' on such 
subjects. They will find in those speeches 
what the farmers are asking for llt the 
present time. The Government state that 
they arc going into the question of the 
organisation of the primary producer. That 
is a matter that hon. members on tl1is s:do 
have been advocating continually. They have 
advocated that the primary producer sh0uld 
he organised on a commodity basis. Only 
last session the hon. member for Burnett, 
together with other members o£ the Country 
party, appmach0d the late Premier. in the 
absence of the Secretary for Agriculture, in 

[}vir. Clayton. 

an effort to induce him to reorganise the 
Council of Agricniture. The hon. member 
for :\1imni mm·ed a resolution to that effect 
last ses8ion. and it was supported on this 
side. I understand that it is the intention 
of the Uovernrnent this sc~~ion to rnove in 
that direction, but they han· had ample 
opportunity of taking such action rrcvwusly. 
I am inclined to the o 1Jinion that the 
,:eorga.nisation of the Cotmc"il of Agriculture 
on a cmnn1oditv basis -rrill be son1cthn1g to 
b,: used to tickle the ear· of ihc farrnc'" at 
the next election. I am inclined to think 
that that is w hv thev held back and would 
not reorganise a~t a tiine when we a~Jtcd _them 
to do so. I assure tlw House that rt wrll bn 
in the interests of the primary producers if 
they aro organisPd on that basis. 

Witlc regard to reorganisation on a com­
modity basis, we have a good illustration of 
such organisation if we take the men 
engageJ in the sugar industry. Those in that 
industrv have been organised entirely m con­
nection' with thot industry, and thev have 
nroved the success of their efforts b:v the 
lncrorrse in the returns the sugar-growers are 
now receiving. If you attempt to get a body 
of farmers together, and to organise when 
their interests >~re conflicting, you will not 
he successful. I am one who supported the 
estab]i,hrnent of such pools as the Maize 
Pool. but the GoYernment wore defeated in 
the establishment of that pool simply because 
thev allowed farmers to have votes when they 
were not solely engaged in the maize 
indnstry. Recently I was present at a local 
producers' association meeting, "\vhere a dis­
trict organiser had come along to speak on 
behalf -of thB Maize Pool. There were 
pres-ent two cane farmers, two dairymen, two 
poultrymen, two fruitgr:owers, and a m~ize 
and dairy farmer combmed. The orgamser 
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dwelt on the benefits to be obtained from the 
establishmPnt of R maize pool but when he 
was submitted to questions at' the conclusion 
of his address ho had to admit that the cane, 
the pou!trv, and the fruit farmers who were 
present, decired cheap maize whil~ vice versa 
the m~tize farmer wanted cheap sugar. 
Unh~ss you organise on a commodity basis, 
an~ allow farnwrs to deal solely with the 
pnmMy product they are producing, the 
movement will not be successful. 

I contend that our Federal Government 
have given us more beneficial legislation in 
connection with our dairying industry than 
have the, State Government in other indus­
tries. The Federal Government have moved 
in a very beneficial way by passing the Dairy 
Export Control Act, and by insisting on the 
pasteunsat10n of butter. I look to that Act 
as one the< t is going to do an enormous 
amount of good in the matter of our export 
trad". It is pleasing to me to know that on , 
of our Countr:; partv membQr" in this House 
has been selected to take a seat on that 
Bodrd. That hon. member tells me ~hat, 
althou~h they arc but working in the initial 
stage, he has ~reat hopes of ultimate success. 
I trust that the dairvmcn will benefit and 
that the mcamre ,;ill be the ·mea~s of 
placing thousands of pounds in the pockets 
of thee farml'rs which at present thcv are not 
reCC'1Vll1P'. NO\Y that \VC are produCing nJo:;:e 

butter than w0 can consume, it is essential 
t?cat we should look after our export traclo. 
\V E' know tl1at OYorsoas "'\YO are handicapped 
with our butter ~xports. in the first instance, 
through not having evenness of production. 
\Ye have our fl11s·h season. whieb lasts a few 
month~. ancl then vvc have our off season. 
and WC\ have to compete with Denmark 
which produces an eYcn quantity all the vem: 
round " 

Then. again, we have to comr,cte with 
many cheap labour countries. vVe know that 
thn standard of living in Quccneland is much 
higher tha.n it is iYl snme of the countric.'; 
:vit:h whic~ \VO hPv.o to con1pcJo, so 1hat it 
IS Hl our Interests to Sl'C that the 1narkoting 
of our produce is done in an up-to-date 
mt1nner. It is pleasiY'g to llote that we have 
at last established a brand-that is, the 
"Kongaroo" brand-and l.Ye can look for­
ward in the future to ·ccing this brand cf 
butter holding ih own with the other 
imported brands that ·.ve have to eomp<'tc 
with over tltcre. 

The hon. member for Soutl1 Brisbane spoke 
a good deal on the sugar industry. The pro­
dnccrs of su~ar a.re in a sttisfa{'tory positjon 
at the present lllne. except for t.ltc matter 
of over-prodnction. That is a vory serious 
problem at. th0: present time which is engag­
~ng the _a•tentJon of many of those working 
Jn the mdnstry who are a.u fait with the 
situation. Tlw splendid organisation of the 
ea ncl'row:rs has as~isted them . to get the 
Jndusb'y mto the_ satisfactory pos1tion it is in 
to-day. and 1t Is responsible for the keen 
~t-:pport trivcn to us 1Jv the F0deral GovPrn­
mcnt. Mr. Brucc' recently visit~d ~'cwcns­
land so that he mil'ht get a first-hand know­
ledge of the conditions existinl'. and of the 
1mportancP_ ?f the sugar inrlustry in 1:egard 
to the ""h1tc Australia policy. It was 
because of the position placer] before Mr. 
Brucc when lH, visited Quceneland that he 
moved in the matter, and saw that we got an 
embargo on sugar for the next three vears. 
Personally, I think that the embargo ~hould 
have been for five years, because I have 

grown sugm· myself, and I know that for the 
first three years you do not bring about a 
stabi!i%tion of the industry, as far as t.he 
individual is concerned. The reason for the 
over-production is that we have increased 
our area from 160,000 acres to 220,000 acres, 
and we have 6,000 growers to-day, where we 
hatl 4,000 some time back. It is essential 
that we should do everything possible to 
assist the people engaged in that industry. 
The Baldwin Government in Great Britain 
have done admirable work in the matter of 
giving us preference in the sugar industry, 
and it is very gratifying to know that the 
British Government have not only given pre­
ference in regard to sugar imported, but are 
also dealing with other lines that are being 
imported into the United Kingdom. Deal­
ing with this matter, tht' "Sugar Journal" 
says-

" The Collector of Customs advises that 
the export rebatP on "\ustralian sugar 
used in locally-manufactured goods ex­
pOJ·tcd from the Commonwealth has been 
fixed as from 1st December, 1924, at the 
iollowing rates :-Jam, canned fruit, con­
densed milk, £11 13s. per ton on sugar 
c-ontent; other products, £13 per ton on 
sugar content." 

That must be ,-cry gratifymg to those 
engaged in the sugar industry. because it is 
going to be the mean, of putting ,ornewhcre 
about £600.000 into lhe pockets of t,hc sugar­
gro·sers, \Yhich ihcv were debarred from 
g .. ttin~; when the Ramsay MacDona,ld Go­
vernrru_•nt "\vcro in power in Great Britain. 
Dominion preference ls what we ~hould look 
for. and we should bo very plPased that we 
haY~ a. Government in powor in Great 
Britain i:hat have don0 so mnch for us in 
tlwt regard. AnstraJio'~ Rhfl,rc in thls pre­
fc•rcm·" a mounts to £833.000. Scn'ral of the 
iiPITls are cnun1Prated in this article, and 
amongst those that would beneftt arc-

Sugar 
Rnl+-,utas 
VtTillC 

Lexias 
Cnrrants 
Canned fruit 

£ 
614.000 
lOS.COO 
60.000 
14.000 
10,COO 

4.000 

It is yer:v gratifying to know that we- have 
been given such a substantial pref( roncc, 
nnJ I am informed that this preference is 
to be in force for the next ten years. 

The hon. member for Cooroora dwelt for 
a. time on the matter of State enterprises. 
.\o. we have seen in the Pre;,s lately, the 
\'n bin et have decided, on the advice of t-he 
:\finistcr in charge of State EntCI'prises, to 
write t.he lo•,ses down by £808.000. If a 
pr.ivate board of directors were to do such 
a thing as that, I do not think the share­
holders in the company could look for 
divir\cnds for .a considerable time. When 
\Ye have a body of direct-ors such as the 
Stat" Government doing that, it shows they 
hrtYc Yerv little faith in the success of their 
State en.terpriscs. The State stations last 
year showed a considerable loss. I am not 
g5Jing deeply into the matter, but_ the average 
pncc: of stock on the State stations .at 30th 
June, 1924. was £3 12s. 4d. I am going to 
show hnw the Governmcmt made the State 
butcher shops show a profit at the expense 
of the State stations. 'fhe Auditor-General's 
report on State Enterprises for the year end­
ing 30th .June, 1924, states-

" The principal factor affecting the 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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incr0ase in the sales for the year under 
review was the sale of 10,000 bullocks to 
the Riverstone Meat Company at £7 
16s. 3d. per head on trucks at the nearest 
railwav station. This sale alone repre­
sf'ntod' £78.125, and one of the condi­
tions of sale was payment in full by the 
3Qt.h June, whether all cattle were 
delivE'rcd or not. At that date, however, 
only 5,261 head had been delivered." 

Although thoro were only half the number of 
bullocks delivered on 30th J uno, the position 
was that the Riverstone Company had to 
pav for every beast, and that allowed the 
G~vornment. to show larger receipts than 
they wore entitled to do. A summary of 
.•1les is given for comparative purposes. One 
of the items is the Riverstono Meat Com­
pany, 10.000 eattle, gro,·s value £78,125; net 
value £75,886 3s. 6d. The State stations got 
that credit., yet the average price for the 
bullocks that they sold to the Riverstone 
Meat Company was £7 lls. 9d. 

'fhe Government sold to the State 
lmtchorir•s 3.949 head of bullocks, for which 
the net average price was only £3 13s. 3d. 
That is the price they were compelled to sell 
to the S'ate butcher shops for to let them 
show a profit; and then they turn round and 
tell n~ that the Stat-e butcher shops are 
comp,•t ing- ;vith private enterprise. The 
Auditor-General goes on to say-

" As indicated above, 3,949 head of 
cattle WE'!'<' sold to the State butcheries 
at prices fixed by t-he Commissioner 
anragi;)g £3 13s. 3d. per head on the 
station. 

Then• would have been a considerable loss 
shown by the State butcheries if, instead of 
g0tting the cattle at the average value of 
£3 l3s. 3d. per head from the State stat-ions, 
they had had to buy in the open market. 
I ask0d to-day whether it was the intention of 

the Gm·orumont to place the Hospital T:tx 
on incomo instead. of land, and I got a very 
emphntif' "I\o" from the Hon1o Sccrctarv-

a statement to the effect that they 
r3.30 p.m.] did not intend to amend the Ac: 

in the direction I indicated, aud 
that the man on the land would still have to 
r>ay the tax. I say that no more iniquitous tax 
has hPen placed on the man on the ]and than 
the Hospital Tax. \Ye have several hospit"lls 
in the Maryborough district, and the Mar:?­
horou~h City Council. with the assistance of 
the Commit.teo of the Lady Musgrave Hospital 
in Maryborough. approached the Government 
with a view to the constitution of a Hospital 
Board. and a Board was established to include 
the Municipality of Maryborough and the 
Shires of Tiaro. Woocoo, and Burrum. Mr 
Chut.rr cam0 up to address the delegates, and 
told tlwm that a Board was to be created, and 
wont on to sa:v-

" Taking- the existing conditions as a 
basis. in Marvborough. if voluntary con­
tributioPs continued, the burden on local 
authorities would be .56 of a penny in tile 
£1. and without contributions .90 of a 
penny in the £1." 

Already the local authorities are being ta"Cerl 
ld. in the £1. and since that tax has been 
imposed th" Board has made application to 

borrow £20.000 for the erection of buildings 
which will involve the payment of £560 yearly 
ln interest and redemption. That is apa.rt 
altogether from the increased cost of running 
those institutions. The result shows that at 
the first attempt they were wrong. 

fM1·. Clayton. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: '\Vhe•:o 
;;-ere they wrong? 

Mr. CLAYTON: Mr. Chutcr was wrong 
in stating· the tax would be under one penny. 
It is most unjust to place 40 per cent. of the> 
cost of the upkeep of hospitals on the man on 
the land. when there are many persons whn 
are c;-ading the tax altogether. A man who 
is engaged in primary production must have 
in mv district land ;;-orth £500 if he is to make 
the cquiya]ent of the worker in the city who 
is gl'tting a basic wage. Suppose that thc1 
ir1com" of that man with £500 worth of land 
is .£200 a year·, and the professional man, who 
cn!y nc•,ds an allotment worth £100, has an 
income of pGrhaps £600, it means that the 
man on the land pavs five times the tax of the 
man with three tirrres the income. Where 1s 
the justice of " dealing it out" to the man on 
the iand in that~ wav? Do you not think th1t 
the Hospital Tax "should be placed on ~11 
incollles instead of only on the man on the 
land? \Ye know that in the cities in many 
instances it can bo passed on, but the primary 
producer i.s compelled to pay it.. Moreover, 
it was contomplatPd when the Hosprtals Act 
was passed that the voluntary contributions 
v~ ould cont'nue to the extent of at least 30 
per cent .. but there is evidentlv something 
wrong in the <'xperience of the Maryborough 
Board. The Board appointed one of the 
keenest organisers you could get to go throug-h 
th0 district and organise benefits for the 
hospitals. He canvassed the towns and _dis­
trict within the area. For the first fortmght 
of his appointment he collected £24, for the 
seco!!d fortnight £57, and for the third fort­
uil!ht £28. His remuneration was £6 a week 
and 5 per ce~:t. on collections ond residence. 
de. It was costing £16 to collect £?4, and 
he g-ot disgusted and would not contmue rn 
the position. 

Let me now show the unfairness of th' 
Home Department with regard to our 
hospitals. The amount of endow'Ilent for the 
period from 1st July, 1923, to 30th June, 1924. 
for the Mnrvborough Hospital was £5,693 
13s. 5d. The department had already paid 
.£2 844, leaving a balance of £2,849 13s. 5rJ. 
Subsequentlv they forwarded £946, leaving " 
an endowment due amounting to £1,903 
13s. 5d. The people who had contributed 
during the year 1923-24 were told that, if they 
contributed .£1 towards the upkeep of t>re 
hospitals, the Government would subsidise; 
the amount to the extent of £2. I understand 
that those endowments are paid quarterly. 
For the first two quarters the Governme11t 
met their obligations, but during the. next 
quarter the Hospital Board was estahhshed, 
and the Government paid endowment for two 
quarters and two months only. Nothing was 
p?.id for the last quarter. The Government 
wore four months short in their payment of 
endowment for that year. The Board has 
been treated most unjustly by the department. 
The depertmPnt should have kent faith with 
those who subscribed towards the upkeep of 
the hospitals. The Board has been deprived 
of one-quarter of the endowment due. 

Lot me now deal with the quostj.on of the 
boundary of the Maryborough Hospital dis­
trict. It extends to within 9 miles of Gympie. 
The Gvmpie Hospital is carrying on und,,r 
the voluntary system, but it is hard to get 
anv voluntarv contributions from the area 
which is cont~ibuting towards the upkeep of 
the Maryborough Hospital. . That positi~n 
is going to be the means of forcmg the Gympre 
Hospital under a Board, and it has tako;n 
a certain amount o£ territory from the Gym pie 
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Hospital district and placed it in the Mary­
borough Hospital district. 'I'ho Gympie 
Hospital and ambulance are conducted on 
:very sound financial lines, and this change in 
territory will act against the best interests 
.of the primary producers in the Gympie are" 
The> action of the Government in handing 
o:vcr that territory to the Maryborough 
Hospital district will compel the Gympie 
Hospital to come under a Board in the near 
future. I am utterly opposed to the boun­
daries of the Maryborough Hospital district. 
Just recently I introduced a deputation to 
the Home Secretary regarding this matter. 
He informed the members of the deputation 
that nothing would be done in the matter, 
:wd added that he was going to appoint a 
Ho:vctl Co•nmission to inquire into the matter 
·of the rPdistribution of the shire boundaries. 
and on r<'cr•ipt of this report the matter would 
br• rectified. 

'The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The hon 
member has exhausted the time allowed hin, 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. SWAYI\E (]Iirani): A perusal of the 
S1v~cch deliYcrE~d b~r Hi~ Exccllenr,\ on 
Tuesday last mLlSt add to the regrets we all 
fcnl at Lis df~partnrL) fron1 Brisban._ .... , No 
'further proof of the desirableness of having­
a Governor po::;sessing- nnbiassod views-one 
who has not tak~n part in the contro:versics 
which divide us-ic required than the present 
occupant of the office. Sir Matthew Nathan 
has discharg-ed the dutic' of his c,fficc with 
great advantage to the State. I fail to under­
~tand thu sort of insane dP<ilrc which seems 
to nctua1c hon. n1mnbcrs opposite in their 
cndPavonr to sever every tin that binds us 
to the Empire. Looking at the matter wholly 
and ~olety fron1 an Australian point of view. 
"hat 'muld be our position with our handful 
·of 500.000 or 600,000 people, and the seething­
n:ass of coloured population on!:. a dac·'s 
<:<,ail frorn our shores, if it were not for the 
British Empire? \Vhat would be sawd from 
a monetary point of view by th~ appoint­
ment of a local Go:vernor • A local man 
\vov~d l'f'fJUjrp just nbout the san10 staff as 
an. imported Governor, and judgim:: by what 
,..,, have seen of the attitude of h;n. gentle­
men opposite when they have had the oppor­
tunity to indulge in what we commonly call 
"swank.'' 1h(:' expenses -vrould be a great 
-deal more. I do not suppose the salary 
would be les;; The appointment of a 
GoYernor from o\·ersrms tends to keep the 
Empire together. while the interchang-e of 
views, the conveyance• of knowledge of the 
11osition in t.he different parts of the 
Dominions to the centre in Great Britain: 
.-tnrl the return after a few years of office of 
such men as Sir JY1atthew N a than must be of 
ach-antage to those who control the destinies 
of the Empire at headquarters. Every 
argument tends towards the retention of the 
present custom of getting men such as our 
present GovNnor from the old <'ountry to 
ro~ido among-st u~. 

ThPn. again, Hie Excelleney points out 
himself the Yery great a,dvantage he will be 
to this StatP for some time to come after he 
lc·avcs us and returns to Eng-land. He will 
betherc at tho centre of the Empire, able to 
pomt out the ad:vantages we posse". and the 
wonderful country we own. It does seem that 
the prPferential tariff for Empire products 
will assist to keep the Empire together. I 
speak vcrv feelingly on the subject, because 
this Empire preference is going to be of 
great advantage this year to the interest'. I 
i'eprcsent. These preferential duties will add 

something like £600,0DO to the sugar interests 
this vc:tr. But for the preferential duty of 
£-'r p.er ton on sugar, the: position as rcg~rds 
thi-..; ~ r~-rcat. agricultural industry 'i\'ould, unfor­
tunately, have been worse. That appears 
1wculiar. in view of all that hon. members 
opposite say in the matter and of their 
dcnmwiation of Empire preference. As 
regards the portion of His Excellency's 
Speech ·expressing his opinions, it speaks for 
itself to all who wish 1o read it. 

Regarding that portion where His Excel­
lPncy· is speaking for his advisers, vve come 
to the usual dope that is administered to the 
electors of Queenslaud year after year for 
the purpos0 of conc-ealing the position. I 
i hink it is bccon1ing incrrctsingl;. clifficult to 
conceal that position. \Ye know that our 
secondar i1Hlu~trirs are stagnant at. the pre­
~Pnt time. Take th0 case of one of our big 
pritnary industrit~-3-mining. Through-. the 
recent action of the GoYernmcnt, the dtrcc­
tors of one of our larp:e't mines contemplated 
closing down. and the mine is kept open 
c>~lly by ll1C'ftJIS of the subsidy supplied b.v the 
(-1-oY01'nrnenL Tha1 suhsi (lv is onl.v postpon­
ing the uvil day. It is limiting- the ability 
of !hat mim•. and will still further react on 
the• mass of unemployment. in the State. 
Thnt suhidv distinctlv comes from the 
pockets of !hose '"ho a1:c alreadY furnishing 
0mplo:cnwnt. and so it lessens the abilitv of 
those JWopl,, to emplov labour. Such a con­
di1 ion of affairs is a disgracn to any G-overn­
nHmt r·:)presenting a country like Queensland. 

Rr12:arding ~econdarv industrio..;, ['pcaker 
after S]WakC'r has acknowledged that the 
stH'C<'"S of our primflry prc•ducts is largely 
rlep<Cildent on thP local markets. Hon. mem­
ber" opposite• try to gloss over th-3 position, 
hnt theit' C'fforts arc simply administrations 
of dope. The hon. member for Chillagoe 
r"centlv staterl that our nrosent position was 
due to the action of the Federal Government. 
If that is so, how is it that other States are 
able to go ahe1d. and that Queensland is the 
onlv Statn handicapped? I shall quote the 
nnm ber of factory emploYees in the different 
StatPs. and. after all, that is the principal 
fpature io vie\v. as th0ir incrcas,p OJ' other­
wise indicates the standard of our industries 
and the general position of employment-

E~IPLOYEES IN FACTORIES. 
~--~~- - ------- ______ ,_ 

State. : 1918-1019. 1922-1928. Increase. 
I 

~w S?uth ~~ales~;~;,:- ~~:-~4,675 
V1ctorm.. . . 122,349 152,625 30,27tl 
Queenslanrl .. 1 40,900 43,403 2,413 
South Australia '[ 27,9ln 34,695 tl,780 
West Australia.. 12.917 19,097 6,180 

While the other States in the Common­
wc'alth have increased the number of 
employees in the secondary industries durir;g 
three veru·s bY from 6,000 to 30.000, m 
Queensi>tnd the. number of employees work­
ing in the secondary industries has only 
increased by 2,413. 

As showing how Queensland compares 
with the rest of Australia~ I find that, 
whereas the increase in the number of em­
Ployees engaged in secondary industries for 
the whole of Australia during that perwd 
was 4.30 per cent., in Queensland it was only 
2. 73 per cont. 

Now let us take agriculture. In the yea.r 
1914-t-he year before the present Govern­
ment took office-there were 792,586 acres 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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under the plough. In 1923 the area under 
plough had reached 871,968 acres-an increase 
of 79,382. That is not a very large increase 
in such a State as Queensland, but, when 
you take the circumstances into considera­
tion, you will find that even that increase 
is net nearly so large as it. would appear, 
because I find that the greatest increase was 
in connection with the sugar !industry. I 
may say that credit for the prosperity in 
the sugar industry does not in any way 
rest with t.his Government. If anything, the 
Queensland Government have hampered 
instead of encouraging the sugar industry. 
Prosperity in the sugar industry depends on 
the price \Ve receive for our sugar, and the 
fixing of the price is entirely in the hands 
of the Commonwealth Government. Of the 
total incrca.se of 79,382 acres under cuJt.iva­
tion oYer 58,000 acres are due to the increased 
area under sugar-cane, leaving the increase 
in 'general farming at a little over 20,000 
acres for a period of something like ten 
y~ars. That shmYs what a disastrous posi­
tion we aro getting into compared with the 
o1.her States. not only in regard to our 
secondary ,industries but also in regard to 
our primary industries. This has led to 
stagnation of trade in Queensland. 

Take another .very important feature-­
mileage of railwa.ys conotructed. In a vast 
country like Queensland it is necessary that 
wo should have communication wit.h our back 
country, and we find that during the period 
1914 to 1924-tha t is the term that the pre­
sent Government have boon in office-only 
1,2J2 milu. of railway were opened. If you 
take the mne years before the present Go­
vernment came int.o power, we find that 
1.621 miles of railwa:: wore opened. In 
other worcle, 33 per cent. more miles of rail­
w.·y were built during the last nine years of 
tho previous Government than have been 
built during the time tho present party ha,ve 
!wen in office. That justifi,•s me in saying 
that in their hands t.he country is going 
back. It really is going back, because you 
cannot call that progress in a voung countrv 
like Queensland. If no further argument 
were gi'. 0n to induce the electors to change 
their administrators, I think the figures 
I havo quoted are quit.e sufficient. 

Coming back to agriculture, I wish to 
point out that. although the increase has 
boon so de ;picable during the time the pre­
sent Government have been in office the 
incrpn• .. e in the number of acres under 'culti­
vation for the nine years before t.hey took 
rffice was 269,820 acres compared with a total 
increase, inclu·ding sugar, of 79,382 acres since 
they came into office. 

It is a stran[.!;e thing that in a young. 
spared~· populated countrv like Queensland 
the <;UC''·tion of immigrati'on is absent from 
the policy of the Government as indicated in 
the Governor's Speech. But. although that 
JR absent from the Speech, it has bulked very 
largely in ~he discussion this afternoon. As 
usuaL hon. members opposite have made 
reflections on tho Commonw0<lth Government. 
I am alluding to the furore we have had 
from the other side with regard to immigra­
tion from Southern Europe. For sheer cant, 
humbug. and hypocrisy. it would be very 
hard to b<'at hon. members opposite. We 
had the hon. member for Gregory and 
another hon. member getting up and 
in•inuatinf< that there is some deep con­
spiracy between Mr. Bruce and the south­
eastern nations of Europe on this point. 

[Mr. Ewayne. 

Compare their utterances with those cf other 
prominent members opposite on this point. 
I have a very high regard for the Italians 
and for their ability in carrying out agricul· 
tural work which, unfortunately, many of 
our own people seem loth to undertake. The 
stancl I take, is that, while we welcome all 
good immigrants from Europe, it is a bad 
thing to see them congregated together and 
forming communities of their own, in which 
they live apart from the rest of us and do 
not become Australians, but simply remain 
as it were natives of the country they came 
from, keeping their own language and cus­
t·oms apart from ours. I do not think that 
is a good thing, and I object to them con­
gregating in unduly large numbers in the 
sugar industry. It seems to me that all hope 
of getting a continuation of the treatment we 
are at present experiencing from the South 
will be largely minimised if the sugar indus­
try is allowecl to get into the hands cf 
one class of alien owners. It would destroy 
the great argument for fair treatment from 
the sugar consumers. It is very difficult to 
ascel'tain the position of hon. members oppo­
silL'. These are my views. What are thos£ 
d hon. members opposite? For imtance, I 
find that the hon. member for Chillagce­
perhaps with a Yicw to future contingencies 
in regard to a cont-est that ho has in con­
templation-speaking in Townsville on 14th 
April last, said-

" The difftculty which existed was not 
that the Italians were coming in, but 
that the market was flooded. That diffi­
cultv 'vould have existed if the same 
r1urribor of any other nation came in. 
The -difficulty was not that the Italians 
,,·ere cmning in, but that there was a 
!t•ndencv for them to centre in one dis­
trict. But the 1,800 Italians who came 
i"to the conr.trv last vcar were onlv a 
.,mail proportio;; of tli"e total. as 1(000 
people had come to Queensland, many of 
them from the Southern States; there­
fer<', if there was a labour difficulty, the 
Halians were not wholly to blame." 

Yet. on the other hand, we know that the 
South J ohnstonc mill was hung up for some 
weeks over this difficulty. We had the Secre­
tarv for J\1incs and another Cabinet Minister 
commenting on the seriousnecs of the ques· 
tion when thcv came back from the North, 
nointing out.· how they were displacing 
Briti~h nnd Aufl' ralian ·workers. Again, we 
rind Hlfl t onr present Pre1njor, \vhen speak­
ing in Brisbane at the time of the recent 
:'\ cw South \\"ales election, said-

" Tht> matter was reviewed at length 
by the State Cabinet ye"terday. and 
subscqucntlv the Premier (Mr. Gillies) 
made the following statement:' In view 
of the recent great increase in the 
number of alien n1igrants arriving in 
1\orth Queensland, the Cabinet to-day 
ckcided that the matter was one for 
immediate and serious consideration by 
the Government. I had alreadv. en 
Snturdav last. wired to the Prime Min­
ishr in the following terms :-"In re the 
recent influx of aliens into North Queens· 
lr.nd, I desiP to call your immediate 
attention to the Press statements-that 
awards are being evaded by methods 
difficult to -deal with." 

Then we have him again saying, when speak­
ing at Twe<'d Heads-

" The Labour party favoured immicrr" · 
tion of the right class, but objected to 
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the flooding o£ the country with the scum 
of Europe.'' 

I do not know whom he calls " the scum of 
Europe." Then again, we find the same 

hon. gentleman making a state­
[4 p.m.] ment in which he endorses the 

remarks of 1he late Premier. I 
am now quoting from the "Standard" of 
14th April of this year-

" The Premier, Mr. GilliPs, when 
asked to comment on Mr. Theodore's 
reported utterance at Townsville regard­
ing the Italian influx and immigration 
g·enerally, and on the suggestion that 
~1r. Theodore's views wore in direct con­
flict with those of the Cabinet, said this 
morning-' On the contrary, Mr. Theo­
dore's remarks are quite in accord with 
rny own.'"" 

I have just read an utterance of the hon. 
gentleman which appears to me to oo in 
direct conflict with l\1r. Theodore's statement, 
so that it is really hard to understand where 
the present Premier stands on the matt-er. 
A former Ag·ent-General, :Mr. J. M. Hunter, 
made t·hese remarks about the same 
question-

" Regarding migration, Mr. Hunter 
suid he had appro,·ed of a very large 
number of Italians being brought out 
by Queensland because 1hey went to the 
l'\orth and engaged m the ·development 
of th" sugar fields. As they got accus­
tomed to the country they became holders 
of small areas, and developed into useful 
citizens, and would assist to solve the 
labour difficulty to a large degree, be­
cause the big sugar estates would dis­
appear in favour of smaller holdings, 
which Italian families themselves would 
work.'' 

Yet we have members of the same party 
denouncing Mr. Bruce because he refus·es to 
take some drastic action against these people. 
To show further the differences of opinion 
which prn·ail on the other side on this 
matter. I ohull quote what an official of the 
Australian Workers' Union, Mr. T. J. 
Morrisey, has to say on the point-

"Never has this matter caused so much 
reflection or thought in these parts 
amongst the British population as at 
present, and on all sides the unanimous 
note has been sounded that unless the 
importations of these people cease, the 
Briti...J1 workers will be compelled to 
for.ogo their right of obtaining a liveli­
hood in an industry which has taken 
years of effort on their part to make it 
what it is to-day-an industry fit for the 
white man to live in." 

Now, let us see what the position really is. 
As I say, the Labour party's whole concern 
sNlms to be to throw rBsponsibility on the 
Commonwealth Government. I just want 
to show, however, that they have in their 
own hands the fullest powers to deal with 
this matter as it affects the sugar industry, 
that is, if they like to take action, if it is 
necessary-as they say it is-and, had they 
done so, it would have prevented the strike 
at South J ohnstone this season and prevented 
a loss of three weeks in the work of that 
mill. I have here the Sugar Cultivation 
Act of 1913, as published in a book issued 
in 1922. by the Department of Justice, called 
"The Labour Laws of Queensland," so that 
it is pretty recent. The Sugar Cultivation 

Act prohiLi ts the employment of certain 
forms of labour except under certain condi­
tions. Section 2 defines what is meant by 
a certificate of having passed a dictation 
test, doo,cribing how it shall be administered 
by a State officer, and then section 3 
pt·oyidcs-

" Hter the passing of this Act, it shall 
be unlawful for an;>: person who has not 
first obtained in the prescribed manner 
a <Wrtifica te of having passed the dicta­
tion test to engage in or carry on the 
cultiYation of 'mgar-cane upon any land 
within Queensland of which such person, 
whether individually or in partnership 
or association with others, is the 
occupier." 

It go<'' on to say that any person who con­
travenes the &ection is liable to a penalty 
not exceeding £100 .and the forfeiture of 
his crop, and section 4 goes on to provide-

" After the passing of this Act-
(i.) Any employer who either directly 

or indirectly or under any pretence or 
device, attempts to employ or employs 
or authorises or permits to be em­
ployed, in or in connection with the 
industry of the cultivation of sugar­
cane and the manufacture therefrom of 
sugar, any person who has not first 
obtained a certificate of having passed 
the dictation test ; 

(ii.) Any person who has not first 
obtained a certificate of having passed 
the dictation test who is employed in 
or in connection with such industry; 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable to the penalti·es following:-

(a) In the case of an individual em­
ployer, to a penaltv not exceeding £5 
for each day on which such employee 
i' employe·d in contravention of this 
provision; 

(b) In the case of an employer who 
is a partnership, firm, or corporation, 
to a penalty not exceeding £10 for 
each day on which such employee is 
employed 111 CDntravention of this 
provision; 

(c) In the case of an employee, to a 
penalty not exceeding 40s. for each day 
on which he is employed in contra­
vention of this provision." 

That section justifies me in saying that 
already the Government have sufficient powors 
on the statuto-book to enable them to deal 
with the difficulty and correct the abuse, if 
there is an abuse. Why all this talk about the 
Prime Minister, and why all this concoctio'l 
about a conspiracy on the part of the Federal 
Government? It is all utter nonsense. The 
remarks of the hon. member for Buranda and 
the hon. member for Gregory are pure non­
SPnse. The Government have sufficient powers 
in their own hands. 

Mr. HYNES: Have the Bruce Govcrnme!lt 
not got sufficient power? 

1\Ir. SW A YNE: The Government have th'l 
power to take action if they think harm is 
being done by the introduction of these 
penplc. We are not questioning the position. 
Hon. members opposite are queetioning :he 
position, and. if they are game to stand up 
to their opinions, they have sufficient power 
to take action. The hon. member for Ghil­
lagoe, when he was electioneering amongst 
those people and pandering for their votes, 
remarked what excellent colonists they were. 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Judging by the ex-Premier's climb-down on 
the 44-hour week que,tion it is apparent that 
the Australian Workers' Union is his boss, and 
that organisation denounces tho Italians and 
desires to excommunicate them with bell, 
book, and ca:.dle. On top of that we have 
the remarks made b\ the hon. member for 
Buranda and the hon: member for Gregory. 

All i; not well in Queensland. We are nd 
establishing any secondary industries, a11d 
discouragement has extended to our prima1y 
indu,tric'. In support of my statement I 
dpsirc io quote ronunents made on rcn1arks 
by A1·chbishop Duhig. The remarks arc con­
tained in the " Brisbane Courier " of 19th 
Septornbrr, 1924-

" _\rchbi.,hop Duhig on 'Wednesday last 
• aid that they had been the ' :victims of 
circumstances against which they should 
have Lecn guardecl.' These circumstancPs 
, .. 0rc tlw ' faulty methods of land settle­
ment.'" 

Yet hon. members opposite have the effrontery 
to say tlut all is well under their rnh· '. 

\Ye know that at the pre,ent time the pro,. 
pcritv in the sugar industry is threatened by 
the maritime strike. The spirit which is at 
the bottom of that strike has been encouraged 
by the prr,sent Administration. 

The SE~HETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: Do you 
blame us for the strike in China? 

Mr. SWAY:\fE: At the commencement of 
the se,,ion l asked th0 Socretarv for Public 
Lands a certain question, and, "although he 
avoided the quPstion or prevaricated, I main­
tain that the people of Qneonsland were 
entitled to a proper ans\vcr. 

'I'h" SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentlE'· 
man is not in order jn using such language 
in regard to the Secretary for Public Lands. 

Mr. SW A Y~E: I do not desire to be 
unparliamentar}. The people will be able 
to form their own opinions upon the matter. 
\Vhat I want to refer t.o is this distinct 
countenancing and approval by hon. mem­
bers opposrte of the Russian Soviets. If they 
stand for the methods adopted by that body, 
well and good; lot them stand up and say 
so and justify it. What I complain of is 
t.he hypocrisy of them when they go before 
the electors. They then pose as moderates, 
bnt at the f·ame time they smoodgc and 
pander to those people at every opportunity 
that offers. If these things are wrong, 
they ha vo a bad effect on the young people 
growing np, especially when thev sec the 
rulers of the land countenancing and 
encouraging the exhil>ition of such senti­
ments as have been displayed on occasions. 
This is no mere bogey! There is no doubt 
whatever that the Bolsheviks are spending 
large sums of money the world over in pro­
paganda; and. if the trut.h of the matter 
were known, the trouble in connection with 
Australian shipping wonld be found to be 
due to them. (Government laughter,) In 
1917, "hen the endeavour was made to put 
Au'truha ont of the war and prevent her 
assistin!! the allies. and industria.! troubles 
occurred. tlw source of the trouble clearlv 
point('d to the Bolsheviks, and the present 
shipping- diff1culty is due to the same cause. 
On 12th March last Mr. W. Marks, M.P., 
delivered a speech before the members of 
the Nationalist Club in Sydney. The report 
of his speech stakd-

" He referred to the growth of the 
influence of Russian Communism and 
said that 75 per cent. of the strikes in 

[Mr. Swayne. 

Australia were engineered from outside. 
He added that he had heard more about 
recent strikes ·in Australia from Russian 
<Jbservers in Berlin than he had reaci 
here, and th<'Y could tell him more about 
Federal politics than he knew himself. 
He assured t.hem that the menace was 
far more deadly than people could 
imagine, and that all the disturbances 
<mgineered here were part of a gigantic 
efl'ort to dr·stroy the British Empire." 

Then, again, we find thi's extract from the 
·· Ti1nes "-

" Ono of the activitie' of the Red 
Army is t-he fomenting of trouble in 
neighbouring States." 

vV c also find from the report of the 
Central Executive of the Communist party 
in the South that several Queensland 
branch<'S support the inclusion of avowed 
Corn m unists in the rnoYCDlf;Dt. According to 
the official organ of the Australian Railways 
union, the following resolut.ion was carried 
by the Brisbane branch of the Australian 
Labour Party-

" That we request the Q.C.E. to 
rcsoind the resolution demanding the 
Pxpulsion of Communists; (2) that all 
branches of the A.L.P. be communi­
cated with with the view of similar 
resohr(.ions being passed by them." 

That spirit is extant in Australia as in other 
countries, unfortunately, and the strikes 
which pc'riodically threaten the very exist­
ence of some of onr important industries 
f1l'O largely due to the same propaganda. If 
hon. members opposite are against such a 
policy and believe in constitutional methods, 
then it does not seem logical that they 
should on such occasions as I have referred 
to countenance these matters. It is a 
matter that the people should pay some 
fltt'cntion to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS : They 
will do w. They paid a lot of attention to 
it in New South \-Vales at the last e!ec(.ion. 

J\Ir. SW A YNE : Tho agitation for the 
44~hour week was instigated very largely 
from the same source-a source whi'ch does 
not seck to assist to build up onr industries, 
but to destroy them. 

I would like to point out the effed that the 
44~hrmr week is going to have upon industry. 
'The treatment of the Mount Morg-an Gold 
Mining Company is only staving off the evil 
day, ~1,nd it is going to make mattBrs more 
difficult for other emplo~,·ers. \gain, through 
this 44-hom' week. if the State Government 
had not gone to the assistance of the Mount 
Morgan Company, and enabled the under­
taking to ho carried on on an unbusinesslike 
basis-it is not businesslike to subsidise a 
business that cannot pay ib way-Australia 
"·ould he deper>dcnt upon outside sources for 
its copper suppl,-. All that is due to this 
44-hour week. It has added £300,000 per 
a:nuutn "to our expPnditure so far as our rail­
,-avs are concerned. \Ye know that the 
Ra!lwa.y Department ie already losing any· 
thing from £1,000,000 to £1,500,000 per­
annum. \Vhv is this fmthcr burden added? 
It i's pointed out in the " Sugar Journal" 
that it will add 12 per cent. to the cost of 
production in that industry; and this addi­
tion is ma.de at a time when we have to 
compete with the world with our own pro-. 
duction. A more inopportune time than the 
present could not have been chosen for the 
imposition of such a burden. 
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We heard a great deal from the hon. 
member who seconded the resolution about 
tawdry pomp and vanity in connection with 
the opening of Parliament. I desire to point 
oul timt another even more real malpractice 
is th0, " swank '' and ostentation displayed 
bv th'' spurious democrats on the other side. 
\Ve all know that it is impossible, under the 
present Ad1ninisiration, to get our trains in 
to tirnP, yet I saw quitre recently the 
Townsvill<l :Yiail four hours late because 
it was ov<ll'-loadcd. .and part of that 
load "as represented by a heavy carriage 
weighing about 30 tons-1 think it is termed 
tho Comrnis'3.-ioncr's carriage, which contains a 
.<pecial bedroom, drawing-room, bathroom, 
and other things -being added to an already 
overload<'d train. That carriag·e was added for 
the benefit of one hon. member, who happens 
to b" a candidate for Federal honours in the 
Her!JPrt elec·toratc, and his family. It was 
nddecl for the sake of seven or eight people. 
Is th<>t the democracy for which the Labour 
party staw:s 1 I do not think so. Yet hon. 
members onposite taik about tawdry pomp 
and vanitv ! y~ ou can far rnoro accuratelv 
describe tl~c·ir attitude as spurious democracy 
of th•J wqrst form. lion. members opposite 
?.ppcal to their fellow-workers under the 
~{uise of being ono of them::-elYes, and ~yet at 
,uch time an already over-loaded train is 
further ovN-loaded with a 30-ton carriage 
for the ,,aJr.J of one member who calls himself 
a detnocrat. 

Mr. KERR (Hrwuurra): :\lr. Spcaker-­
'Ih" SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC VYORKS: This is 

rot th(' Mitchelton speech-go straight on. 
tLaughtcr.) 

Mr. KERil: You have been reading the 
" Courier." 

The SECRETARY ~-oR Pr;BLIC \VORKS: \Vhat 
i:-. \Yl'Oilg with the "Courier?" 

Mr. KERil : In perusing the Speech which 
has been presented to Parliament, one can 
seo at once that it contains the usual number 
of proposed amcndnlf'llts to existing legi:Ja­
tion. That shows tha! tho legislation of this 
Government has been very much of an 
mcperimontal nature, which has proved to be 
impossible in sorno parts and unworkable in 
other parts. It also proves that the legisla­
tion has been hastily conceived; that it has 
been little und0rstoocl. and when put into 
execution, it has been badly administered. 
Ono would think that after ten years' prac­
tice in administration we would hav0 reached 
a state when the administration of affairs 
would be on a higher pla.ne than it is. Thoro 
arc several proposals contained in the Speech 
which undoubtedly will appeal to the people 
at election time. It cet"tainly contains pro­
posals for various Bills that are more or les> 
of a humanitarian nature. ~, e know that 
'vhcn an (~I .. ction is due, Wf:" can exrwct 8-uch 
proposals; but I hope that before we part 
the serious consideration of this House will 
be given to them. and that experiments such 
as we h'"'" had to put up with from time 
to time will no longPr be tried to the detri­
ment of this State. 

I 1vant to Fay a word in passing in regard 
to the financial situation. I will take the 
opportunity when the Financial Statement 
is before the House of speaking further on 
this matter. There is one outstanding feature 
in regard to the finances of this State. It is 
that we have been living beyond our 
rewurcos. We have had to borrow money 
to pay interest on our public debt, which is 
a dead loss to this State. Our public debt 

has been graduaily increasing, and money 
has been invested in unproductive works that 
are giving no return to-day. This is a ques­
tion that can easily be tackled. Where money 
is to be spent it should be considered to a 
g-roat<>r uxwnt than is th,, case at the present 
timL'. It is easy enough to talk about not 
sp0nding rnoney. ~t i~t easy to sper:.d rnoney, 
t!~~pecially by a Govcrrlnlrnt, in dirccti?ns 
that will net give a sufficient return for the 
exprnditure. Taxation itsC'lf has increased 
h snch an ext<lllt that the industries of the 
~tatc arP on the decline through no other 
reason than because of the pinpricks plaood 
on industrv. Vvc have the ~'orkrrs' Com­
pensation ~\et, a Yer~, fine thing and some-
1hing that is o8snntial. bnt when the Govern­
rncnt. are able to placA in rcscrYo som<nvhcre 
in the vicinity of £100,000 a year in connec­
tion with vvorkers' compensation, there 
is sornetlring wrong. The Governn1cnt are 
0xtracting tr:o much from industry in that 
C<mnection. "' e hear a good deal about 
1\1ount 3Iorgan and millers' phthisis. The 
extraction jn connection "\Vith "'· orkers' com­
pensation from Mount Morg·an is something 
in the vicinit" of £24,000 a year. These 
t<xtractions could n'n- well be reduced, and 
could be placed on a ·rooting that would give 
a full benefit la the people in industry. 

In regard t-o expenditure, there is no 
questio>1 but that the Railway Department 
to-clay is a sink into which money is being 
put. That .is another thing that can be 
tackled. It is alleged that the loss on our 
rail wavs is attributable to low rates and 
iarcs. " During the last few years freights 
ha,-e gone up by 58 per cent., and freights 
on agricultural produce have gone up by 
6u per cont. On sheep and wool recently 
there ''as a 20 per cent. increase, and fares 
have gone up considerably in the metro­
polil an area. The workers are suffering 
bccftUse of the high fares in the metropolitan 
area to-dav. That is a factor well worth 
considPrin~--that where the fare previously 
was 3d. it is now 4d. The statement has 
been made that other States have· increased 
fares to a lar[;er extent- than Queensland. I 
will ~-ive the Government credit for the fact 
that thcv have not increased the fares as 
much as" some of the other States of Aus­
tralia. but. irrespective of that., the fares 
in QueeHsland arc still greater than in any 
othu State of Australia. Still the Govern­
ment contend that fares and freights would 
have to be put up before the railways could 
be made to pay. The Commonwealth 
Statistician •in the Commonwealth " Official 
Year Book," Xo. 17, 1924, page 314, shows 
that the freight rates in Queensland are 
higher than in any other State. He states 
that the freig-hts in Queensland are the 
highest in Australia, whilst the losses are 
also the greatest in the Commonwealth. 
Then. again, our railways are not giving 
the service to the metropolitan area that 
they should do. The congestion at t-he Cen­
tra I Station to-day is a disgrace. The 
accommodation between the Central Station 
and the EnoggNa and other lines is over­
taxed. They are talking to-day of the 
potentialities of that line. What is neces­
sary to be done is to bring about the electri­
fication of the metropolitan railway lines, 
and by w do,ing we shall get a return for 
what we spend on it at a. very early period. 
The Railway Department was never intended 
to cope with t-he traffic in the metropolitan 
area at all. The people want facilities to 
enable them to get into town, but that work 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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should not be imposed on the Railway 
Department. It should be undertaken by 
the Tramway Trust. Yet while we have 
this state of things and the railways cannot 
give proper service to the people, the Go­
vernment step in and veto the tramway 
extensions recommended by the Tramway 
Trust, acting in a dog-in-the-manger way. 
The people want t-he services, but the Go­
vernment refuse to give them. 

The SECRETARY I'OR PUBLIC WORKS : The 
tramwa;;; cannot carry the people on the 
lines already built without the extensions. 

Mr. KERR: The Tramway Trust applied 
for an Order in Council for an extension 
into my electorate. After approaching the 

Government they were deliber­
[4.30 p.m.] ately vetoed by the Cabinet, who 

declined to grant the exten­
swn. The time has come when we have to 
recognise that t.he people require these 
extended senices, and the Government will 
<'ithm· have to provide them or else get out. 
It is claimed by the Government that 
the land revenue should go as a contra 
account to the losses on the railways. I 
will not deny that there is a good deal to 
be said for that argument, but the whole 
increase in rents for the last ten years is 
insufficient to make up the deficits which 
have accrued on the railways. A groat deal 
of r<'grct and sympathy have been expressed 
on all sides in regard to the Traveston rail­
way accident.. I want to sa'; in that con­
nection that something must be wrong with 
our Railway Department, and. in my opinion, 
it appears to bo a question of starvation to 
·efficiency. 

A GoVERNME~1' :\lE:I!BER: How do you 
make that out? 

Mr. KERR: I shall quote statist.ics to 
prove what I have to say. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would point 
out to the hem. member that as the accident 
is now the subject of an inquiry, it is sub­
judice. 

Mr. KERR: Well, I would like to sa1. with­
out dealing with the cause of the accident. 
that the personnel of the Commission who 
are making the inquiry is not likely to give 
satisfaction for this reason : The chairman is 
a .iudgc of the Supreme Court, who is natu"­
a lly engaged to a largo extent on other 
important bnsiness of the State and cannot 
gin' his whole time to that important matter. 
MoreovC'l', whilst the GDvernment and the 
unions have been careful to look after their 
own interests. the concern of the public J:..as 
bePn overlooked altogether. Had such an 
accident occurred in Great Britain, the Board 
of Trade would have stepped in immediately. 
They would represent the people: in effed 
they would be the people. In Queensland, 
althour-h the people are entitled to just os 
much consideration, no protection is given to 
them. and unfortunately it seems to me that 
under those circumstances no useful purpose 
is g-oing to be served by the inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: A vetv 
unfair statement. -

Mr. KERR: It is not an unfair statement. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You are 

reflecting on the personnel of the Commission. 
Mr. KERR : I am not reflecting on the 

personnel of the Commission who are making 
the inquiry at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: What 
have you been doing for the last three 
minutes? 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. KERR: I say that the judge can g.ive 
only the• fag-end of his time to a most Im­
portant public duty, and the Government arc 
responsible for making that appointment. I 
s,cy that the gontlPmen "ho are making: the 
inquiry do their utmost, but it is not fa1r to 
the public that they should not have a prop•cr 
legal representative appearing before thG 
Comn1 ission. 

On an Address in Reply it is not usual to 
,;o into small details but to deal with larger 
fc·nlures of public affairs, and one of the 
most important things with which we can 
deal to-day is the primary production of 
Queensland. No doubt hon. members opposik 
will contend that the State has progressed, 
but I can quote figures to show that that 
is not so. In the nine-year period prior to 
1914 the number of land selections was 5,310, 
whereas in the ensuing nine years to 1923 the 
munbP'' dwindled to 2.476. During the first 
period there 'vas an inC'roase in the area under 
occupation of 92.000,000 acres, whereas in the 
second period there was a decrease of 
30,000.000 acres. That is to say, whilst am­
population is increasing, the volume of land 
sPl<'ction has decreased. There must be some 
••xplanation of that. And that fact has re­
acted upon the State in this way: The citic,; 
have increased in size whilst the country towns 
hayo d'.vindled. In the eight years prior to 
1914 the population of the cities and towm 
increased by 23 per cent. and that of the 
shires bv 34 per cent., whereas in the follow­
ing right :-·ears the percentage of incrPase in 
cities and tvYns was 22 per cent. whibt thilt 
of the shires had dropped down to 4 per cent. 
That is a position which demands some con­
'idcration from Parliament. There has be1p 
a decrease in the number of grazing farrrH 
and horrwstcads; there has even been a 
decreas~ in the number of prickly-pe2r 
~elections. 

All thcoe things arc happening under 
Labour administration to-da:v. They arc the 
rl'sult nfter ton yf ars of Labour administra-
1ion. 

Many ':cars ago millions of pounds were 
allotted by Parliament for the purpose of 
assisting lwn1igrants to this country, and no 
hon. member wili den:v that those immigrants 
have made the best Queenslanders and Aus­
tralians that w" have to-day. Fully 90 per 
cPnt. of the people of Australia are Aus­
tra!ian-born, and by our immigration 
methods we wore able to bring out the fore­
fathers of those happ:;· Australians, and we 
are in the happy position of having one of 
the best type of citizens that you can get in 
any country in the world. I am firmly con­
Yinced that there is not a better type of 
manhood and womanhood than is to be found 
in the Australian nation to-day. The Aus­
tralians h>1vc characteristics of their own, 
and arc capabl(" of accomplishing great 
things. 

Mr. DASH: Does the hon. gentleman still 
'ay the country is going to ruin? 

Mr. KERR : I am saying that the people 
of this country are not given the fullest 
opportunii:; by the Government. When we 
were spending millions of pounds on immi­
gration we were able to keep our finances 
on the right side of the ledge,-, and we were 
able to build up a big white army for Aus­
t,-alia. 

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member for Mirani 
had a " Red Army " a while ago. 
(Laughter.) 
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:Mr. KERR: If the matter can be reme­
died, tlwn '"" should a 1l join in and assist to 
build up a nation of white vcople. I repre­
sent an clodorate containing a largo number 
of people. nnd I expect tl10 sngg:estion that 
I have put forward to be considered. 

I want to draw the attention of the Go­
vernnwnt particularly to the method of land 
'ettlement ir>. Victoria. The Government are 
entitled to their own pr I icy, but if the lease­
hold ,oystcm is responsible for the lack of 
success in land settlement, then why not 
adopt the :l\'ow South ·wales or the Victorian 
scheme, and throw open 100.000 acres of 
freehold farm land every year? The system 
of leasehold is not givi~>g beneficial results, 
nnd why should we continue with a theory 
that is not giving a beneficial return? The 
Government ha vc had ten years to try out 
thDir theory; but, instead of it being a 
success, there h<ts been a falling-off in figures 
with respect l'O land settlement. Another 
factor operating against the success of land 
settlf'ment is the lack of monev available for 
that purpose. Restrictions and embargoes of 
all descriptions have b<'en imposed because 
we are told that the money is not available. 
If thA money is not available, then whose 
fau1t is it? It is the fault of the Government, 
and if th<>y are not going to stand up to their 
r0sponsibilit ies, then it is time that we told 
them it was their duty to do so. 

:VIr. CoLLI:!'iS interjected. 

Mt·. KERR: Talk a little bit of sense for 
a change. (Laughter.) I can understand the 
hon. gentleman not getting into the :VIinistry. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC iVORKS: Perhaps 
;vou did 100 yards in even time last night. 
(Laughter.) 

~h. KERR: I know all about that. A few 
years ago, where son1c of the States pro­
gTessed at three or four times the rate of 
Que<:nsland, they are now advancing at six 
and seven times the rate of our State. That 
only g-oes to show that the other States arc 
obtaining money and advanC'ing it to the 
farrncrs to (,nahle thmn to increase their pro­
duction. In Queew.]and land settlement is 
~oinp; back, and it is ab2olutely imperative 
that ,ome beneficial action be taken. 

All thc>e factoro arc operating in regard 
to land settlement. There is th" fact of land 
t.axation. Before 1h1~ (:iovcrnmQnt can1e into 
offlcc no land taxation ''as leYied. Sinc1; 
their adn?lit to ofRCL' tlwv lw.ve coilected in 
land taxation over £4.000.COO. La·,j rC'ntals 
bave aho gono HI) cor:~ic!Prably, arui thP 
capital ya}uc of land ha~ increa-"ed b ~· 10.~. 
an ~ere. All thcsc~ facts tlC'mnnd .smne con­
f'.idc'rrrtinil. The important factor I deslr0 1o 
empha~i .0 is that, \rhile the figure.; in rc-gard 
to thjs land :-;ettlcnwnt haYc ~ho\·~·n l}O 
irnpro\-f'I11t'nt. r-, t all, there lws hce!1 no com­
pC'nsrrting factor for the incrca:;;e in the• 
population of the citic~ of Qnccn. land. It 
\Vrl~ ~n_id at GLnC·\-a that Quec;-..lancl and 
AusLrdia gencr_dly ~hculd be a priinary­
produciHg country. It i~ hardl:-- necrss:lr~· 
for rrw to sav ihnt I do not a£,"rec with 1hat _, 
view. Thcrc.shou!d be a compensating farim­
fol" thr incrf'ase of population in our citic~. 
iVe find to-day that the induscries are going 
down. In the 1914-23 pPriod the number of 
factories in Victoria increased bv 1,446, 
\-Yh-.:>rra~ the increase in Queensland "'·as only 
eighty-two. In the small State of Tasmania, 
which is more of a primary-producing State 
than Queensland--

1925-F 

The PRDIIER : Do you know that a building 
\\ith ouo rruu1 anJ a machine constitutes a. 
factory in Tasrnania? 

l\1r. KERR : A shop with a counter con­
stitutes a factory in Queeusland. Tho 
increase of factorif.'foJ in Tasmania. for the sarnc 
period numbered eighty-six. For tho ·,ame 
period there was 1m mcrcase of 34,0CJ 
etllllloyel•s engaged in the factories in Vic­
toria while the increase in Queensland was 
only '121. Yet our population has increased 
by thousands; our boys have left the schools 
iu thousands, and many of them are without 
trades. The increase in the number of 
factories has not progressed with the increase 
in the population. Although a Labour Go­
vernment has been in power in Queensland 
for ·twelve vears or a little longer, a lower 
percentage ~f the output from tht; factori:s 
is received by the employees therem than m 
any other State. In Queensland the employee 
only receives 19.69 per cent. o£ the output 
from the factory, whereas in \\'estern Aus­
tralia the percentage is as high as 32.92 per 
cent. Here in Queensland, with a Govern­
ment in power allegedly to help the 
workers, a less percentage of the Ol!_tput is 
returned to them than m any other t:ltate m 
Australia. The value of the production from 
factories for the 1914-23 period undoubtedly 
calls for serious co:1sideration. \Yhereas the 
average increase for Australia was 102 per 
cent., the increase in Queensland was only 
59 per cent. That is a fair basis of com· 
p~trison. I have here the report of the 
Inspector of Factories and Shops for 1924, 
111 wLieh is stated-

" The number of employees in fac­
tories is slig·htly less t hall in the preYious 
vPar, while the erntJloyces in shops have 
;ncreased by 940." 

It is all right to talk about the large build­
ings being _erected, as son1c hon. Dll'~nlJ1.:-l s 
opposite have done to-day, bnt there IS tlw 
undeniable fad that, while last year the 
number of ernployel's in shops incn ase~ 
approximately by 1,000. the number of 
crnploYec:::J in factoric,s la:-:t year decreased. 
These '-'arc facts \Yhich require the very serious 
< unsirleration of the G-over~-_ll1Cllt. Thing~ 
are not progr..•ssing. \Vo have had the best 
of sea.,on~ latclv. Then~ hr--:; been a g:teat 
turno\-cr in \YO:)], an abundant harv< st of 
sugar, and conditions in othcr industries 
polnting to pl'OSlJPrit~.~. Eitl~er these 
~t1.tistics are \Vrong~ or the State l"s not pro­
gn::sJing-. Certainly :3omcthjng; is· wrong, an_d 
the \Yorker i.;;, not gt_ ttjng the result fer l11s 
output, as are v:orkcr~ in other State::;. 

-:-\gain, the ExccutiYe Council of this 
Governn1l'Dt lfl.l'C' excrci::ing too n1uch power 
altogether. In 1nau;7 rcspL'ct.:.: that Coun~il 
i:3 to-·da~, rxcrc1;o;ing the funC'tions of Parha­
lnent_ itself. If o~-e turns up proclan1ations 
issued bv that Council and dealing with 
certain Acts. it \vill be found that they arc 
doing absolutely anything they llkc. I have 
one which I shall read. I have not the 
Jatc of it, as it is all extract~ 

" \Vhercas it has bero1nc necc"'.sarv to 
take such action as appears most ~con­
ducive to\Yards safeguarding the interests 
of the llllLlic, the opPra tions of the 
Sugar Acquisition Act of 1915 1s 

extended." 
and so on, to exclude or inclu,de any possible 
thing that they could think of. 'The Govern­
ment bring in these additiDns to Acts without 
being subjected to any control. That is a· 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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position that should not be ioleratecl be an~ 
St a 1 t~ ihat has a representative Parliament. 
Even Lubour n1cn1hers will agree with that. 
I h~Yc 11nother Ord0r in Connril or procla~ 
maticm by the c, bine. dealing with the 
Fish Supply Act of 1916 providing that. 
in the opinion of the GoYernor in Council, 
that C~twril mav from time to lime make 
whatever altcratious. practically. that it 
thinks lit. From time to time I have foun-d 
these additions Jo Ac1'i, outr.1g'eous things 
that arc> done without the; knowledge of the 
pubiie and without the sanct.ion of this 
Parlian1ent. If insuff-ici{~nt. prov1s10n is 
made in n Bill, the Executive Council bring 
in an Order in Council to make good what 
has br·en omitted. It i;c time that such a 
~tate of affairs was ren1edicd. 

Passing over to the matter of the uncm­
ploy{'d, one reads with amazement ihe 
allegedly marvellous book issued by U1e 
present Government, called "The Unemploy­
ment Problem. Propo'ecl Solution by the 
Labour Government of Queensland." Ac­
tnallv we find that another .-ear of unem­
ployment has passed, .c] uc ob~iousl.- to the 
policy of this Govermn< nt. i\' ant and misery 
hayc increased in Qut~f'nsla11d. Big business 
ir.tcr :t:, arc better cater. cl for to-day by 
thi::3 GoYcrnn1cnt, and art' coining money. 
It may be a paradox, nc.-Prthclc';s it is tl'Uc 
that, while the workers are suffering from 
nncnlplc-"·Inent, big bu;;;incss interc-,ts are 
being catered for and a re 1na king cnonnons 
~un1s of rnoney. Any c 1ear-ihinking man 
will rea lisc that that statement is correct. 
In thi·: book \VC h:wo recent reports of union 
3C'{'r0tarics to guidr- u~- n_:;; tu the true con­
dition of affairs. vYhcn reporting conditions. 
t hPsc secretaries f'CLtegorisc n1attPrs "Poor 1

'; 

L \i""ery poor"; "Not encouraging"; "Kot 
brigh1, ,. ; "\Yorso ''; •• :::\"un1bor unem­
ployed"; and against that last clasoification 
\YP read "Large number." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: How does it com­
pare with Victoria? 

to-dav. Con1n1ission agents to-day are sub­
di,·id.in" houses-not subdi,·iding land, but 
~ubdiYiJing housc•s--and calling for tenders. 
\Yhy an lhev doirw that? Because the 
Go\:Prthnf'nt. hf:txc nr-;er been gan1c enough 
to borro\v rnorH:y to build \YOrkcn/ dwellings. 

A C,on:mDIEXT ME:\IBEF.: They subd·ividecl 
ihc Opposition. t:JO. lately. 

:\h. KERR: Aft-er ten .i<'ars of Labonr 
governme;,(. the·e are hundreds of people 
in this citv of ours of nearly a quarter of 
a million ·who are ready tc; buy land in 
orcl"r to build home, but. the Government. 
~av that it js irnpossible to advance rnoney 
to' build homes. An embargo is placed on 
workers' dwellin,:;-s. This under a Lab~ur 
Govcrrn1H~nt ! If the Countrv Progressive 
party get into power, a loan 1,-ill be imme­
diately floated to supply the wants of the 
people in this regard. Not only wrll they do 
that but thcv will advance up to 95 per cent. 
to ~nable tl1ese men to build their home". 
You cannot expect the working man to plank 
dowu as much as £50 to obtain a home. 
These arc the things that aro happening in 
our midst uncle" a Labour GoYernmcnt. The 
Govcrml'cnt in the opening Speech have not 
iark!ed this quebtion of hoLI"ing. 

l\Ir CoLLIKS: IIave vou read th0 \Yorkers' 
Homes Act'! · 

:'\lr. KF.RR : The vY orkers' Homes Act 
(·:of':- not appral to the rn<'l_jority of the IH-ople 
at all. 

l\Ir. HAK~OX: \Vhy? 

~Ir. KERR: The ho11. member should 
kno\Y that it dr>alf' only with leasehold land, 
and t-he people will not have it.. Th~y all 
w dtt frr·chold. \Yhv, the Prcrmer h1mself 
ha:; a freehold in mv electorate. Good luck 
t.J him~ Tlie peopl~ have a mind of t~eii' 
O\Yn, and you haxe to n1eet thE>Ir rcqun·e~ 
mcnts. All these vears the Labour Govern­
m• nt have been trying to guide people into 
channds that. do not suit their requirements. 
The GoYcrnment to-da,- have closed down on ~Mr .. KERR: I am not concerned about \\·orkers' dwellings. 01;d the people arc ask­

_}_Jctt;na._I_am_talkmg_about-th?-Propos<>d-;ng wliaCfhcv arc going to clQ." 
solution of the unemployed quest;on by th<' · . , . 
Labour GoYC'rnrncnt. Tb0r0 Ar'' numbe-rs of An I-foxorR\BLE 'I\h~'\TRVR: "\\hat about the 
nnernplo~. cd to-da';", and v-oa cannot do anv- St nrrwn's stl·ikc? 
thing with them. You d~ not know what to 
do ·n-!th 111C'1Yl. )~ou enact,,d legislation and 
vndpr the lTnt~nlployf'd \Yorkpr~ Insu~·ane.· 
Act the Go\ nrrnncnt sav that, when thPl'<3 arc 
la rgc n:unlx~r~ of ur;rn1ployed, they will 
in:struct the lof'.al authorities to carry out 
rrrtain IYorL._;. ·cncrnploym0nt is rife t~-day. 
and t.hcy hcn~P hP en gcnn0 to do thfl t. I 
sav clcfinitc•]v l the, \Yonl(1 rnthPr Sf't· 

th€.:;c pPopll: thnn Q'i\·e t-he-
t!uthoriJie!" ihc they~ nrc 
for urg nt v·orks. 

:\[;·. IlYXE: 
UlDYflSSing ~ 

\Yh·-- don't you put tlwn1 on 

Th(' .:\TTOJ{XEY Gr::XEP\L: \'ou ('ould haYt> 
:.'"in•11 one of the nnon1ployed n job ln ,1-
nighl in nf't ing as ;·our , 'eonder. (LaughtPr.) 

I\Ir. KERR : Then• - c'rn :3on1e twenty 
p(:ople the' re quite all ri ~ht. 

Let me deal now with 'another point. 
\Yhile t!Jc people are unemployed, ;md whd' 
there is a good deal of distress in our n1id:;t 
'lo-day, wh:.t. about the housing problem' 
You cannot get a house to let in Brisbane 

[111 .... Kerr. 

ivlr. I( EH H : Th~ sc-lniPn's strike and the 
agind-ion r;oi~r.u; on is 1)acl~cd up by the 
LalJOUl' non~rnme>llt t·o~da.·-. I have no doubt 
nt all 1)H1! the Bru ('-Page Governrnent will 
rlPnl \Yith t.he n1att0r a,s it ~honld b\' d; n lt 
\Yith. Tlh' Bn,cc-PngP Gayc·nment \Yill 
]JandlP sltnation ''l tho .:-\n~tralian p0ople 
p-,]JC'Ct rn to ha11dl0 it. :JI'lke no n1i:tako 
cd-(,(;f 1h·:t. ThC' TilT -·-Pagf' GoV('l'Dl!H)11t in 
dtC' ( \)lillllr":''·~'nhh nn• 1 nit·• C'npabk of 
hnn~Uing tlli:.., ~i: 1_<1t1o". nnd l Ycntnre to sav 
that th"~· will ~i\-P ..:\nslra1i~ 

of men 
of thi"> 

ot h r n ~ell here .and 
o_11f·thinc~ \\ )Jl (1onc to 

·tutC' in;;. Even 
t11PV ha :e HS JJ111('h 

to c1 ·fund nnd0r 
for ; he t.hr aC'qui~i~ 
cl· c11 ings Y. ork0rs. The so 

tl!il:7~ '''1'2} to be>~ done in Quccn,Iand. 
The1·._:' tll'l' nu inyr-..tors to-da~~ who ·will build 
honws to l0t; but they will build a home for 
nLont £400, \Yhich the0· will sell for £700 
'-'·ith a deposit and charge np to 8 per 
tent. interest. The housing of the people is 
a social problem. About- one-third of our 
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population are without proper house accom· 
modation to-day, and they will have to be 
provided for. In Queensland and Australia 
generally the people are mostly living in the 
·Capitals. In England the people do not hve 
in the capital c1ties to the same extent. as 
the people do in Australia. I believe that 
the population in London is only 7 per cent. 
of the "·hole population of the country. 
Here we have as many as 44 per cent. of 
the population of Australia living in the 
six capital cities of Australia. 

Mr. HYl\ES: There is a smaller percentage 
·of the population living in the cities in this 
State· than in any other State of the Com­
monwealth, and we have had ten years of 
Labour Government .. 

Mr. KERR: I know that is a. fact, but 
the population is coming into the cities in 
·Queensland from the country districts, and 
we must improve the situation. 

There is another aspect of the quest.ion. 
Medical officers are continuously through 
the Press warning us of the serious effect of 
malnutrition, overcrowding, and the need 
of more house accommodation. In moving 
about l have seen some desperate hardships 
suffered by children because thco housing 
accommodation is not what it should be. 
This is a problem we can very well tackle, 
and. if a Bill is brought in to make the 
housing conditions better than they are now, 
it will have the full support of every hon. 
member of the House. 

ThP prr,ont Promirer lately 'tated-
" One of the best proofs of a country's 

prosperity was the value of its exports 
over imports. Taking this test for the 
last three years Queensland showed to 
great advantage. Queensland's total 
exports over imports amounted to 
£16,954,843." 

JliiJ-. HYXES: It. shows that the State is in 
"' solvent position. 

Mr. KERR: I am not denying that the 
Pr0mior's ~tatement is correct, but he has 
not tackled this question properly. There 
was an election on at the time he made this 
st>tement. and he made some of the most 
misleading statements I have heard. What 
i'l the other side of the question? We must 
make a fair and equitable comparison. The 
figure::: with rcP,'ard to exports and in1y)orts 
in Queenslctncl for 1914 and 1923, respectively, 
are as follow:-

COMPARJSO:'r. 

Exports. Imports. ];_:XC2S::. Of 
:Exports, ----______ , ______ . _____ _ 

l9H 
1923 .. 

£ 
13,015,4G-1 
1::>, 722,072 

£ 
(\-±:28,088 

10, 783,S±l 

.£ 
6,586, 796 
4,008,531 

So mnch for the fignres qnotecl by the Pre­
back ns far as ten years, ' e 

show thtt th 12 exct ~s of our 
over· o1n· in1ports \Y~'"A:3 greater than it 

The SP l~AKER: Order~ The hon. mem­
h ts cxhau~ted the ti1ne allowed hitn by 
St,tnding Orders. 

~\Ir. KELSO (Xuw'1h): I beg to move the 
adjonrnment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

.an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 5.0 p.m. 
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