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1568 City of Brisbane Bill. [ASSElVIBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (ITon. IV. Bertram, Maree}' 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

Ql:ESTIONS. 
·'LIBERTY FAIR," ROCKHA~IPTOK. 

Mr. \YARRE::\ (Jlu1·rumba) asked ths 
Attorne:·-GenNal-

" 1. \Yho authorised the running of a 
'Liberty Fair' at Rockhampton, at which 
ga1nbling gan1cs were publidy conducted, 
during the period including the last 
Rockhanlpton carniYa.l ·week': 

•· 2. \Yas permission given to a 1nan 
named or known as Hugh Black to con
duct this · Liberty Fair'? If not. to 
\Yhonl \Yas pC'rn1is.slon given'? 

.. 3. \Yas th<' running of snch games 
as 'L,.nde-r and Over,' 'Get Rich Quick,' 
and si1nilar ga1ncs authori·~ed at this 
·Liberty Fair''? 

.. 4. Is he- a ware that a man (a carter) 
is reputed to have lost £150 in ono night 
at gambling games conclucted at this 
· Liberty Fair''! 

·' 5. \Yhy wero these game, not sto['ped 
by the police"? 

"6. \Yero other persons ~bout the same 
time stopped from •cunning gambling 
g-an1cs in public, such as ' Darto,' a.nd 
how n1any persons ·were arrc.stc·d for such 
off<)DC'('S ·: 

" 7. \Y ere instructions sent to tho police 
at Rockhampton, after they had taken 
action to stop gambling games, to the 
effccr that this · Libcrtv F11ir' was not to 
be interfered with or· that the law did 
not apply to £.lack 1 

'· 8. If not. can he explain how it 'vas 
that the next night and for some time 
afterwards the gan1bling games at 
· Libe,·tv Fair' were allowed to be con
tinued'?." 

The ATTOR::\EY-GEKERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan. F!inrlcrs) replied-

" 1 to 8. These questions are based on 
the incorrect assumption that permission· 
to c·onduct a ' Liberty Fair' at Rock
ha.nlpton was granted." 

Mr. \YARRE:\1, without notice, asked the 
Attorney-General-

.. If this fair was not run with the per
mission of his department, how was it 
rnn ?" 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GKNERAL ropli<xl-
·' Sc0 answer to Que<,tion Xo. 1 already 

giYcn.'' 

SALE OF Buc;n HoRSE AT RocKHUIPTON Snow 
GnOcXDS BY GoVERlDIEXT. 

Mr. \YARRE::\ (Jfurrumba) asked the Sec
retary for Public \Yorks-

,, 1. Is it a fact that at a horse sale 
conducted b•: ~fessrs. Duncan and Co., 
at the Show· Grounds, Rockhampton, the 
Gover'lment offered, amongst others, a 
poor old blind horse, which was knocked· 
dmYn to a man named ' \Yhite' (who 
buys a~·ed and decrepit horses to kill for 
pig feed) for the sum of 5s. ? 

" 2. \Vhat ,,-as the net amount received! 
on account of the sale of this horse? 
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" 3. Has such unsymp,,thetic .,,action 
iowards its one-time faithful st,·,-anb 
bero1ne nece~«,ary owing to the financial 
emt;a.rrassmeuts of the Government, due 
largely to its enormous losse3 on the 
Ya-rious State enterprises? 

'· 4. Does he consider such actior; t0 Le 
{'onsi-.tcnt 'Yith the recent retrenc:HcE-nt 
of o>uhlic ·"crnwts at age sixty-fiyc years. 
notwithstanding that many of them had 
Lecn promised retention of their sen·ices 
to age seYen(y years in consid0r3.tion of 
eontributions to the Superannuation 
Fund·:n 

Tbc SECRETARY FOR FCHLIC \YORKS 
•( Hon. \Y. Forgan f':mith, Macktp) replied-

.. 1 and 2. The information will b~ 
ol1tnint'(1. 

'• 3 and 4. These que~tions inc1icate a 
form of · mental Llindne'S' on the part 
of th<> hon. member infinitely more piti
able than the condition of the horse 
referred to." 

~Laughter.) 

REPADIEXT BY TREASURER Of' DEPOSIT OF 
Co-OPEHATIVE AssuRA::-i'CE CoMPAxY. 

Mr. KELSO (Xundah) asked the Trea
~urer-

'' 1. Has his attention been d-rawn to 
the following si·atcment in the daily Press 
by :Vh. J. S. Inch, managing director of 
the Co-operatiYG Assurance Cornpally, 
which has decided to go into liquiJa
tion :-

. The Queensland GoYern'l10ct has 
received as -deposits £10.000 on account 
of life b1F iness and £5,000 in respect to 
accident business. The Ministn states 
that it is willing to refund the· smaller 
surr1 in r 1 Sh. but the lan~:Pr arnonnt, it 
is said. had been inYes1pd in bon(b, 
with ,-hich it was coCJtcncle.cl the com
pany ,..-ould ha.yo to be sati~ficd. _.-\_-; 
the bonds v:ere at a diseo:_':.nt in th0 
m ukn. the company hold that it '.'·as 
ontitl0d to receive cash'? 
•· 2. If the above statement is corrc. t. 

will be C"-plain \vhy he refuses to ::_·ptUlU 

the full deposit in cash?" 

The TRK\$CRER (Hon. E. G. Tn••oclorc. 
('hillar;or) n'plied-

,; l and 2. Y PS. I ha.Ye not rcht~C'd to 
return thc.l dC'l)Osit in cash." 

Rr~\TORX STA'lE E:,cHOOL-Ot~TBRE.-'I.K oF 
:VIEASLES, A"D ~\DDITIO:>;S. 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STO?\E (O:rlr;o) ash I the 
:Secrctar,- fo'' Public Instruction-

" In connection with the Runcorn State 
School-

1. Is he aware that out of a roll of 
290 childreu onlv 121 arc in attenJaw.-e. 
Q\, ing to an epi~d~mic of nH="aslc~ ·: ~ 

2. As rlw School Committee attribute 
this to the excpssiv(~ oYercro-wdill£!.' of 
the school. there only bc•ing 4~ ~c1uarc 
f0ct of floor space 11er chjld <L'i against 
th<• regulation 10 feet, will he statl' 
wJ:en thC' YPry necessary additioL::: prc
rmsecl last October will eventuate:" 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IX-
STRT;CTIO::\ (Hon. F. T. Brerman, 
Too1coo• •ba) replied-

" 1. L'nder elate the 6th October 1924 
the head teacher, State School, Rr{ncorn: 

1924-5 D 

reported to the department that 'owing 
to the rapid spread of the infedious dis
ea,c-measles-in this district, the atten
dance has been reduced bv two-thirds.' 
The enrolment for Soptcd1ber wns 288 
and the a,yerage attendance 217.8. 

'• 2. The provision of additional accom
modation at the Runcorn State Scho::>l 
has been approved. The \Yorks Depart
ment ad,-ises that the materials for the 
addition have been orderc·.J and will b3 
d0li \'Cred as soon as possjble. As soon as 
the material; arc on the gtound the work 
will Le started." 

REDl:CTIOx OF RE~TALS o:-; OccuPATIOX 
LICENSES. 

:11r. CIIORG.AK (Jhtrilla), without nc,tic:e, 
a• ked the Secretary for Public Lands--

,, When will the decisions be made 
known in resnect to 'reductions of rentals 
on occupatio;; licenses upon which c attlo 
are -depasturocl ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \Y. Cl1cCmma.ck, Cairn.s) replied-

" As soon as the Land Court has 
finalised its deci·,ions in regard to the 
various districts in the State, the Dcrart
mcnt of Public Lands will take the 
rentals fixed as a basis when re-ducing tho 
rentals of occupation lirenscs." 

TEXDEP i FOR Loco1IOTIYE ExGlxEs-REFl:SAL 
OF CLYDE EKGINEERIXG CoMPANY TO 
ACC!'PT CO::-i'TRACT. 

:11r. F. )1.. COOPER (Rrem er), "ithout 
notice, asked the Sccretai·y for RailwJys-

,, Can thE' Minister giYe any indication 
of the probable t;·end of event, in the 
matter of the tenders rccentiv received 
for rlw construction of th.irt·; loco-
rnotiycs? ~ 

"As there seems to be a difficultv in 
procuring these 0ngines, will the Minister 
consider the ad,-isability of a renrrange
ment and extcmion of the Ipswich work
shons with a vie\v to meeting the normal 
req~1iremcnts of the oxpancling railway 
s:ervic~ '?" 

T'he SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(lion. J. Larcombe, Il. eppcl) replied-

,, There has been a fresh development 
in connection with the locomotive contract 
since yesterday. The successful tendere1's, 
the C'lyde Enginooring Cornpany. havf' 
repudiated their contract. and the 
GovE'rnment at, once decided to call for 
further tenders. 

•· With rcg·arcl to the second question 
submitted bv the hon. me.nbcr for• 
Bremcr. I w~uld point out that ihere is 
no money on the Estimates for this 
ftnancial ~·car for extending the railw~1~,, 
workshops. but at the earliest date when 
funds arc aYailable it will certainly be 
neces,"arv to extend the railwav work-.hops 
fac ilitie:~ for construction and repairing 
rolling-stock.'' 

:Mr. COSTELLO: Did you forfeit the deposit? 

The SECRRTARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Certainly. 
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STATE CHILDRE='I ACT Ai\IE='!Di\IENT 
BILL. 

IXlTIATIOl'<. 

Hol'<. i\I. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I beg 
to n1oYe--

" That the Hotl'P Yvill, at ih nc-;:t 
~ittinf!, resolyc itself into a Comrnittc,• of 
the \Vhole to consider of the dcsirabkncss 
of illtroclucing f1 Bill to further amend 
tlw State Children Act of 1911 in a 
CE:'rtairt IJarticular.'' 

Question put and passed. 

LA='JD ACTS Ai\IE='!Dl\IEC\'T DILL. 
IXlTIATIOX. 

The SECRET.I.HY FOR PCBLW LA:\DS 
(Hon. W. i\IcCormack, Cuirr18): I bog to 
n1o\-e-

" That the Hou c will, at it' nPxt 
sitting, rcsoh-o itself into a Committee of 
th0 \Vholc tD consider of the desirableness 
of intrDducing a Bill to alnend the La.nd 
Arts, 1910 to 1922. and tlw Di,"harrrcd 
Soldiers' Settlement Acts. 1917 t:J lil20, 
a'•J the Closer Sctilement Act·., 1900 to 
1923, in certain partiru lar.·' ." 

Question put and pa5sr•d. 

::'viETROPOLITA='J \VATER SCPPLY AXD 
SE\YERAGE ACTS A::VIEKDl\IE~T 
BILL. 

INITIATlOx. 

The PREMIER (Hon . .E. G. Theorlore, 
Chillagor-): I beg to move-

" That the Hou'~ will. at its next 
sittinl', resolve itself into a Committee of 
the· \Yhole to considc•r of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Metropolitan \V:cter Supply and Sewer
age .. A.~··,t;.,, 1909 to 1923, in certain parti
culars. 

Question put and pa~sCd. 

SUSPE~SION OF STAXDING ORDERS. 
PASSAGE OF BILLS THHOcGH ),LL STAGEs IN 

0Ng DAY. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
ChiltCLgoc): I beg to move-

" That m much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended for the r, mainder of this 
Session a·· would otherwise prevent the 
pac;sing of Bills through all their stages 
in ono day." 

Question put and passed. 

BRISBANE TEAMWAY TRUST ACT 
AME~DMENT BILL. 

IxJTJATION IN Co1nnTTEE. 

(.1£r. Pollock, aregary, in th.c chair.) 

The HOME SECRETARY (I-Ion. J. Stop
ford, J£ount ,1Iorgrw): I beg to move-

" That it is dcsira blc that a Bill be 
introduced to anwnd the Brisbane 'l'ram
wuv Trust Act of 1922 in certain 
pa1~ticular.'' 

This an1cndment of the Brisbane Trahlway 
Trust Act provides for the a ppomtment of 
"n agent of the Trust in London to affix the 
Trust's stamp and seal t.o bonds issued there 
by it. The Trust is about to raise money 

[ .Uon. J. 8topford. 

on t.he London market, and it 'vill Lf' incon
Yeniellt" fnr it to ~t<:unp and .c~'al the bonds 
l!Pre. and the Bill prm·idr•" f"r an appoinl
mPnt of <-ll1 agr11t to do thaJ for n. as is 
done in the ca'H' of the }fdropolitan \Yater 
Supply and Se"·c1·age Board. 

Qe~:stion put and passed. 

The Ilousc resumed. 

The ('!l.\IJDI.-\l'< reported t.hat the Committee 
had co:nc lo a rc•,olution. 

The re ·Jlution was agreed to. 

FIRST RE.\TliXG. 

The HO::VIE SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford. J_luunt Jlorgun), prcocnted the Dill, 
and n1oY, J~ 

" That the Bill be now read a ftrst 
tirne.'' 

QnC'·~tion pnt and pa~.:.,- d. 

The second reacling of tlw Bill \Yas made 
an Order of the Day for ;o-rnorrow. 

E\DrSTRL\L ARBITRATTOK \C'T 
A::\lEND?.IEXT BILL. 

IXJTJATIO:X l:X C01DI1TTEE. 

(Jir. Po/lork, GrtrfOI'JI, in tlrr chair-) 

The SECRETARY FOR I'CBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \1. Forgan Smith. Jfacka!l): I beg 
io lllOY('-

" That it. is desirable that a B1ll b0 
introduced to furtlwr an: •nd the Indus
trial. Arbitr~tion -~,rts, 1916 to 1923, in 
ccruun part1culnrs. 

The obj cet of the Bill is to >Lmcnd section 10 
of the princip.o! _\et, which deals \Yith the 
limit-~tion of hours. L.:p to the pre-ent the· 
statutory hours of labour, with the exception 
of thos .:- included in th(~ provi~o to section 
10, hav-e been fixed at 48 nor •vcck. It is 
proposed by this Bill to arrwnd that. sPction 
b~· JWOYiding for a 44-honr week. It is also 
int.nndPrl to include in the prm·i;o to section 
10 r<-tihYay gat·ckccpen', ··sho are llO\V 
exclucl<'d fro<11 the' ambit of the Act. I have 
descriBed briefly rhe nnin 11rovisions of the 
Dill anrl I hav-e much plea'ure in moving 
the motion. 

J\Ir. :\IOORE (:1ul,irm!l): I r •g1·or very 
much lhat the GoYernmcnt ha\ e seen fit 
to introduce this Bill at this st-age of the 
RCs::lon. I understooJ front renutrks rnado 
earlier in the se ,sion thct the Bill was not 
likely to come into operation until next year. 

The SECRETAHY FOR I'PBLIC \VoRKS : That is 
ril'ht. It. will come into operation on 1st 
July, 1925. 

Mr. J\IOORE: It sc0ms rather unfortunate 
that a Bill baYing- such far-r(•aching effects 
should be introduced. 

The SE"HETARY roR PrBLIC \YoRKS: Th11t is 
an argument us""d against all r~"forn1s. 

::\ir. i\100RE: · Evidently the Government 
anticipctc that the fina.ncial position in 
Qucensloncl and t.he indnstrial position in 
Queemla.ncl will bo :1mch better in seYcn or 
ei o·ht montb. It has been ddinitch· asserted 
t];';t, if the Bill were brought into ·operation 
forthwith, it would sp·•ll disaster to many 
ind~1stric;; in Queensland; and the Govern
ment hav· introdncd the Bill in the hope 
that things will have imprO\'Cd b.'i July next. 

The Gov<•rnment ea:: 1.lwy believe in arbi
tration. The Arbitration Court has been 
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asked in the past to take the fullest evidence 
as to what hours the industries in Queens
land can stand, and whether the introduction 
of a shorter working week will not mean the 
closing down of those industries. \Ye had 
an instance ihc other day where an applica
tion \nts made for a 44-hour week to be 
applied to the woollen indusrry, and, aft.cr 
the most exhaustive inquiry, the judge 
expressed the opinion that it would mean 
the extmction of that industrv if he acceded 
to the request. ·we know that. one of the 
indu:3trics that we 'vant to encourage in 
Queensland to the greatest possible extent 
is the \Yoollcn industry, and it sc"ms that 
the Govcrnrnc11t· are now going to interfere 
with the ),rbitration Court by legislation 
to (_orr•ncl the roul·t to rc~t.rict the hours. 
when the court has alrea.dy decided, after th" 
fnllcst im·estigation and inq111ry. t.hat it 
\Yould nH an ruination to certain industries 
if that \ ere done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IVORKS: That is 
the san1c argun1ent that your party advanced 
against the 48-hom' week. 

2\h. MOOUE: In the Arbitration Court 
the represrmt.ative for the Railway Con1mis
s1oncr pointt::.d out the enorn1ou::; expense 
that the TI.aih1 ay Depart 1tent would incur 
if the 44-hour wc•Pk were adoptC'd, and the 
court pointed out that, because of the finan
cial pDsition CJf the Sl<tte, it could not give 
an award which would cause the extra 
rxpcnditure that would b2 entailed. That 
is one of the few instances that I know of 
where the court has taken the financial 
position of an industry into account before 
lll[tking an award. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \\'ORES: That is 
clcno in all cases. 

l\lr. :\IOORE: I do not think so. 
The SECP.EHHY FOR PcBLIC \Y ORKS : The 

financial ll03ition of an industry is .always 
taken into consideration when that plea is 
raised. 

Mr. C'.IOORE: Thot was the first time that 
tho court had decided that, owing to the 
financial position of the State. it would not 
be fair to impose a greater burden on the 
State. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR I' l:BLIC \YoRKS : The 
cDurt took ,-cry ex ha usti Ye eYidence as to 
Hw fiwweia~ position of the pastoral indus
try be~orc-~ making· an a\vard. 

Mr. MOCJRE: What will be the position 
if a further O.>:lle'tditurc of £65.000 is iu
currcd in conllection with the. raihvavs 
throu['h grantin::;, a shortQr \Yorking wecl~? 
It will mean that one section of the com
rnunit_, will have to work longer hours to 
make nD fen' the shorter hoPrs that will bo 
worked ·bv another section. It onlv means 
that people in the country \Yill haYe to pay 
inrl'0asecl taxes ot~ increased railwav fares 
and fr('~<Ihh, \Ybich is one of the f~rrns of 
increasr·c( taxntion to which the GoYern-
;nrut llaYe rrccutly resorted. I object 
stronf[!y to this aJntndrncnt. It has not 
heE'n brought ifl afh")r rnaturo consideration 
bY the Gm·ernmcnt. It has boc'n introduced 
b~~('n us': o 11rc-~sure exerted by outside 
inflne:c•xs on the GoYernmNtt. The GoYern
ment arr ~howing grea 1- wcaknesf' in acced~ 
ing to prr s~urr" brought upon thcn1 from 
out·sidc. The Goyernrnent know the finan
cial position of the State, and the people 
outsidP who are cndoayouring to force this 
legislation on them do not know the finan-

cial position of the State; neither will they 
recog·nisc the competition that the indus
tries of thd State .are up again_,t in. the 
South. If the Inclu··trial Arbitration Acts 
all oYl'l" .Australia were to be amQndcd in a 
like n1anncr :::in1ultaneo1;,,ly. the position 
\vould be difi'crenjt. The ::VIilli;tcr must 
kno\\ that, whilo different conJitions pre
vail in other States. it can on]y mean the 
ext1netion of indu·- trie:s in thi~ St'ltc for 
the l,oneftt of industries in thoso other 
States. 

The Sr,:rnET.\RY FOR PcBLIO IYORKS: The 
logical C'oncln"io11 of ,\OUr argun1Pnt is that 
there should be no reform in anv Shte until 
the T\ hole of the St~tes take si~nilar action. 

2\1''· ::\100RF, : The logical conclusion to 
rny argull:cnt, is that-. -when the Court of 
I~Hludrial Arhitration V\,us con<:tituted, it 
was loft to the discretion of the judge to
decide \Yhat conditions should obtain in an 
indnc,tn· to nreycnt its extinction. That is 
what the cm~rt is for. 

The SE( RETARY FOR PuBLIC \YoRKS: You 
opposed tho Industrial Arbitration Act yery 
strongly. 

:\If. ;I.'OORE: The judgc,; in f1xing the 
ratP of wng0s, hours. and conditions in an 
indu~trv h~-:vc to take into consideration 
thr' pr~,.1crity of the industry. I3y lC'sis
latlvc action thP GoYernn1ent al'( Il()\V goiEg 
to interfere with the court. and take away 
one of the powers that it now possesses. 

The RECRETARY FOR PcBLIO \VORKS: \Ye are 
la:viug dmYn a basis on which the Coul't wilr 
O)J(!r<l1e. 

::\Ir. MOORE: You are limiting the indus
tries carrying on competition with the in
<hl'·trir·' in other Stat<es. \Ye know from 
the cYidc>nce which has alrc ady beeu given 
in this State that our industrir3 are not 
in a position to stand corr1pctit.ion from 
the ctheJ' Rhtc><. The :Minister will remem
ber that this year the Chief Inspeclm' of 
Factudcc; and Shops in a very significant 
sentence in his report drew attention to the 
fact that. whilf. the number of employees 
in factories had decre:tsrd, the number of' 
employees in ,shops had increas~d by 954. 

The s~c'I'T:TARY FOR PcRLJC '\VoRKR : you 
haYe quoted that over and over again. 

J\.h'. l\100RE: It. is such an cxtraorJinarilv 
signiflrant statement that it i~ ncf'Ossury tO 
call attention to it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC vVoRKS : you 
rick that statement out from its context and 
give i:~ '1 \Vrong n1eaning. 

:VIr. :VIGORE : It is such an extraor
dinary sbtement that it mnst. be impressed 
on the people of this State. It require's to 
he repeated over and over and over again, 

Thr' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VOHKll : '\V e 
can rely on you for that. 

:Yir. J\IOORE: \Vo want them to know the 
position iato which this State is drifting. 
\Yh0n we get an authoritatiYe statement b.v 
a GovcrnP1cnt official and one so ilJuminat
ing. it is nt~rcs.~nry that \YC shou1d ra.ll the 
attention of the Govt'l"nmcnt and the people 
to it. 

The SEChETARY FOTC PUBLTC \VonKS: It 
dn0s not bear the signiflt .tnec you .;1vc to 
it 

:iif". MOORE: If thP J\IinistrJ' can read 
]n that s+:Jton1cnt ::nything whi"h ·_(~ likel:v 
to be of beucfit to Quo~ 1shtnd. ''r road any· 

111 r. 111 am· e.] 
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mcaninv, i'lto that ~ignificant statement other 
th'ln what was intended and what the ordi
nary 1nan in the street \vou1d read into it, 
he must have a fertile imagination. IV c all 
know· \Y~1at the position of the indu:::trie;,: of 
Quecn,Jand is. 

The flECBETARY FGR PCBLIC .WORKS: It is 
better to han' a fertile imagination than 
·a. distorted one. 

:\Ir. :\WORE: It is not a question of dis
torti'ln. It !nust be a very bitter pill for 
the Minister to be forced to bring in this 
Bill. I know that he does not agree with 
its principle', and that rhe Premier, accord
ing to hi,, O\Yll statement, also doeS! not 
agree with it. 

The SECRETATIY FOR PcBLIC IVORKS: I have 
ahYa:-·s ctch-ocated B 44-hour week. 

Mr. :'v100RE : In certain industries. 
·when the Prc•micr makes a defmite state
ment in the public press as to the impossi
bility of the ir<dustries of Queensland com
·peting \vith soEthern industries if a limi
tation of hour's i• r)('rsistcd in in defiance of 
the c0urt. we ha,·e eyery right and justi
firation for Clliclring an f'mphatic prot!:st. 
\Ye recognise that thi.s Bill has not been 
hronght in as a result of n1ature eonsidera
tion on the part of the Government. 

The SECHEHRY FOB PcBLIC WoRKS: We 
are not here to legislate on the policy you 
promn1gate. 

2\1r. 1\lOORE : The GoYernment are legis
latino: at tho dictates of the Emu Park 
Convention, and not in tlw inter-ests and for 
the b<'n<'fit of the people of Queensland. 
They are carrying out the dictate' of an 
organised lJody outside of Parliament. ThD 
Government, in introduc-ing this legislation, 
know perfectly well that it is g·oing to have 
an injurious effect on tl1e industries of 
Queensland. 

:Yir. MAXV.ELL: They do not care. 
:Yir. COSTELLO: \Yhat do they care about 

that? 
~\lr. :YIOORE: The President of the Indus

trial Arbitration Courk Chief Justice 
::iicCawlcy, ha·- pointed out in his judg
rnents, Hfter considering the conditions of 
con1petitive indu-,iri~:--, in the South, how 
impossible it is to grant a 44-hour week in 
many of tlw industries in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOH PrBLIC '\VoBKS: A"e 
you havincr a prelin1inarY canter for ~, ou1· 
second reading spE"-'C'h? ~ 

Mr. ::\IOORE: No. I rccoguise this is om 
of the n1ost irnportant indusirial clwngro;;; 
that could possibly be made in Quee 'slam! 
under the conditions ~;re are at present labour
ing nnde1~. 

The SECF.ET.-iRY FOR Prnuc \VonK~· : It is 
nn imporhtnt and far-reaching refon11. 

Mr. MOORE: It is important and far
reaching. but I would not call it et reform. 
.Am·bod,- who ha' re 1Cl the remarks made bv 
n1c-~1bPf~ of the Chaml1er Df ::\fanufarture;. 
who ha~ read thr~ different opinion', of 
responsible n1en in Queensla,.d, who is nware 
that the manufactures of Queensland have 

·decreased during the last seyen 
[10.30 a.m.l or eight :vears and that they had 

increased prior to 1 he ach·ont of 
the L:.,bour Administration. must reali"" how 
fatal the introduction of this measure will be. 

The SECRETARY FOR .PrBLTC \YOR:(S: T!w 
hon. member for Nundah adYocated a 44-hour 
week. 

Pir. JJ1om·e. 

:\Ir. :'IIOORE : All those responsible sources 
of information show that the production per 
head has decreased. and we must realise that 
inte!'ferenc0 with the Arbitration Court in 
:?uch a n1anncr as this is going to have a 
detrime•1tal effect on the industries cf 
Queensland I protest against the intrc•duc-
1ion of this measure. which is most undesir
able at the present time, and which is ,-oing 
to h::!Vf' a ruinous effect on n1ost of the 
indtistric, of Queensland. 

:Mr. ELPHINSTONE ({lxlr!J): If ewr a 
Governn1e11t introduced a measure to bring· 
about their own discomfiture, this Gm·ern
rnent is doing so on this occasion. 

Hon. :VI. J. KIRWAX: Then why oppose it? 

M1·. ELPHINSTONE: It may sound 
attractiYe-as 'vas tho case at past el.=-ctions, 
when the Labour p.arty boasted that it was 
their main 11lank-to say that Queensland is 
iho State \vhc!~e working nwn rPcriYe the 
highest -wage; and work the shortest hours. 
Such an argument secures the support of the 
unthinking workers, but not of the thought
ful individual who is conYC1"'1ant v-;ith the 
e:tatistic~ of the State. The Ineasurt~ now 
rJr oposed is again' t tllE' better advice of those 
who are thinkers in the Labour pa.rty, and, 
as was stated by the leader of the Oppo;;ition, 
it is introduced at the dictates of an out.ide 
o~ganisation. It is going to bring about their 
own downfall. because what use are high 
"ages and short hours if we cannot get the 
opportunity to enjoy them 9 

'l'he SECTIETAHY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS intcr
jcctPd. 

:'lfr. ELPHIJ\'STOXE: I am not g·oing tD 
listen to the loud intPrjections of tho 
1\.Iinistel', The hon. gentleman i-, prone to 
interrupt the speeches of hon. members of the 
Opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC \VORKS: Don't 
gf't nasty. 

:Ylr. ELPIIIKSTO:'i'E: I am not getting 
n~st~·, but I aln convinced on this sccT0. 

The CHAIR:\1AX: Order! 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONE: We have just had 
one illustl'ation in regard to what longer 
hours mean in connection with the tender of 
thE> Clyde Engineering Company for Queens
land locomotiyes. You could not .rot a better 
illustration. He>re arc these peo[1le employ
ing the f'anw elass of \vorkers. a.s \Y0 dD in 
Queensland, but who get better re''ults from 
the labour of their employees and oo arc able 
to under-quote our Queensl1nd manufac
tu~'ers. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: And 
then repudiate the contract. 

Mr. EIYHINSTONE: I was expr•cting 
that interjection. Why is it the Clvde 
Engineering Cornpany repudiated tho con
tract 9 

The SECRETARY For. PcBLIC \\~ ORKS : You 
rnight tell us. 

1\Ir. ELT'HIXSTOXE: It is simply be-cause 
thPy are now engaged in a very muclt larger 
c-ontract to supply focomotives in a. different 
1wrt of ..:\ustralia. That greater cvniTact 
'nade it impossible for them to comply with 
ihc time limit >Yithin whic·:J thev anticipated 
1hev could do ihe work when. they placed 
1 heir tender with the Queenslctnd Govern
Jnent. 

The SECRET.\TIY FOR PuBLIC IVORKS: You 
are 111 their confidence. 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No, but I keep my 
e:.rs open and listen to any relia blo infor
mation. If the Minister did that, instead of 
being self-ccntrerl and self-opinionated, he 
would be a better Minister. 

OPPOSITION }1E}iBERS: Hear. bear ~ 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: 'I'hi' is a most 
important matter. I cannot tmdcrstr.nd a 
Governn1ent-who must recognise fro11:1 all 
the statistics that are available that wo are 
approaching a financial a,nd industrial critii3 
-with their eyes open and against the ad,-ice 
of their own thinking leaders. rushing into a 
pitfall of this description. If it were going 
w benefit the workers and were economicallv 
sound. I would most -assuredly agre•' with it'; 
but hon. member.s opposite know that it will 
m0rely make the conditions of the workers 
more difficult, that it ~s going to restl ict our 
ontput

1 
and n1ako our manufacturing con

ditions more impossible still. It will leave 
us at the mercy of the competition of the 
Southern States, who will make Queecslaml 
their market in a very emphatic way im111edi
ately these conditions come into ex;slence. 
I do urge, if it is not tDo hte. tlut hon. 
members opposite will listen to the ·-ug:g·es
tions of thinkers in their party. This is not 
a party political matter, but a matter affect
ing the industrial life of Queensland 

The point I want to stress is that unem
ployment is rife. JYion are persistently and 
consistently asking for employm( nt; and what 
ans·wer can we give thern? Here we are 
restrirting and strangling industry, the 
•results of which are clearly shown bv the 
'tatistics .,-hich are available, and ,,.,; still 
propose to enact this mt)asure. Let hon. 
1nen1bers oppc-;ito \vho v:ant to get an indic'-1-
t ion of the true trend of things in Quee·n
land, from an industrial point of vie.,-. studv 
the Income T1ax Co1nmissioncl·'s re1xwts fo"r 
the last ten years, and the_,- will sPe that 
whereas in 1914 there were 463 manufacturers 
paying inconw tax in Queensland, the number 
has gradual1v bern redurrcl vear bY vear 
until, accord;ng to the report· of the Co,;
n1issioner for last YPar, onlv 268 are novv 
paying income tax in QuPen.sland. To-daY, 
r-racticallv onlv hal£ the manufactories a~e 
running Ut . a ~profit as con1pared with the 
r~umber that were operating sucr·e"fullv in 
1914. .\ll this is due to the ]Jlind polio;- of 
l.1on. I111?rnbers. opposit~ ,in stran~ling tl~c ~-ery 
mdustnes wlnch )Jrovwe work for theu own 
supporters. 

Ho)/. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): The 
Secretary for Public ·works is not fair in 
the suggestion thmwn across the Chamber 
that everything of a rcforn1 nature receives 
the condemnation of members on this side. 

Mr. DuC<STAN: History proves it. 

Ho)!. W. II. BARNES: Hi>torv does not 
prove it, but there is no question about it that 
history will prove that at least the beginning 
of ev~ry refo~m <:lmC fr~m.n1embers at present 
assocmted w1th those s1ttmg en this side of 
the C_hambcr. We are not out to oppose 
anythmg m the nature of reform. or anv
thing that- is going to bo ,,f assist a nee to 
~he man who iJ doing the toiling. But what 
Js gomg to be the effect of this proposal? 
Let us lobk at it in cold blood. The hon. 
:n:ember for Oxley Yery propNly drew atten
tiOn to the fact that- unemplo.nnent is rife. 
\Vhethor we like to admit it or not the 
result is going to be greater unemplov~1cnt 
Th_e mono:~- will not go round. - · 

)\,fr. FARRELL: Shorter hours will mean more 
employment. (Opposition laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BAR::'\ES: Do not let- us be· 
foolish. Let mE' point out that there is only 
a certain amount of money to be spent. and, 
if you c ~nnot get into competition for it, 
then you are shut out and there must be 
f-ewer men employed. 

I hold that we rrre striking, too, at another 
very fundamental thing. I have never in 
the course of my public life done other than 
advocate the Arbitration Court, and it seems 
t-o me that, if you ha.-e an Arbitration Court 
Y hi~h must or should Le seized of all the facts,. 
the court should be in the best posirion to 
judge. 'What is the condition to-day? Are we 
not all more or h·'.S influenced by our n0litical 
surroundmgs? I am perfect),- certain that 
t-he Minister-whether he adm'its it or not
and the Premier. have been influenced by 
political considerations incidental to their· 
enVIronment in connection with this Bill. 
I have no doubt that you, l\Ir. Pollock, have 
a very much closer connection than I with the 
Emu Park Conn·ntion. but it- seems to me 
that this Bill is the fulfilment of something 
that was promised on that occasion. I 
would not care one bit ~or carr~·ing it out 
1f 1 t were gomg to be m the mterests of 
the worker; but the- point I want to stress 
_just now is that it is not going to be in the 
mterests of the worker. It is going to 
hurt him. \Yhat is the use of telling a man 
that he has got a 44-hour >Yeek if there is 
no work for him to do? \Vhat is the use 
of telling a. man that he can got a suit of 
clothes at some place in Brisbane if he has 
net the money to buY it uor the necessary 
credit? ~ L 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS inter
jected. 

Ho~. W. I-I. BAR:\'ES: Let me tell the 
hon. gentleman that mv firm in \Varwick was 
the first firm that closed on a \Vednesdav 
afternoon prior to any kg-islation providing 
for a weeklv half holiday. I do not think 
we sl_wuld do anything 'in the nature or 
sweating, but once You estJ blish an Arbitra
tion Coi.ut that co{in should deal with the 
matter. Conditions alter from time to time, 
and the condition that exists t-o-da v may not 
exist in three months. Change is- incessant. 
It is absolutelv eJsential that the Arbitra
tion Court should Le the deciding factor. 
I want t-o emphasise that we are striking 
at ono of the soundest principles we could 
possibly strike at by practically saYing to
the court, " Notwithstanding yo{u jl{dg·ment 
you have to be bound hard an-d fast by an 
Act of Parliament in a certain direction." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \Y ORKS: That. is. 
the position now. The Arbitration Court can 
only function according to the law that i& 
laid down. P:',rlimnent laYs dovn1 a. la'\v 
which guides the Arbitration Court in its 
decisions. 

HoY. W. H. BAR::'\E8: I want to ask 
the :vfinistc•r whdhcr. if the Arbitration 
{'ourt after this Biil is passed thinks that 
;ort-~in men can be employed profitably 
ror rS hours 110r \YCI'k but not for 44 hours, 
the Coul't \YilJ lu'. YC ))O\V£'1' •lo refuse to grant 
tlw conr0ssion. I do not think that undel
ihis measure the.- will be rrble to do so. Let 
us look at. thG · facts fairly and squarely. 
Ther"' are nlC'n \Yho hnxc jobs to-dav, and' 
v;,·,~ are g-oinQ' to driYe rh0n1 into the~ street 
by pa'"ing this DilL Although I stand £or 
everything that will be a benefit to the-

Hon. W. H. Ban~es.] 
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y•·orkcr under tho guise of trying to help 
hiu1 I 'do not want to dri..-c him into the 
uneinJJlo\ n1P!lt 1narke1 and hurt hin1 in con
JlC(:ti~n -,~·it h l1 is family Jifc and a."sociations. 

:\Ir. HOB:EHTS (East To01coomba): 
\Yhen YYC look oYer QLICcnsland to.day wo 
h;:;_ye to nr:ugnise that no matter ''"hat 
a ycnuc of indu~ try you go to, there is a 
2:rcat liiTlOUllt o~ nncn1ploy:mcnt. In Too-
- l;_ ~t month there were rnore n1cn 

in the Labour Bmcau than there 
"ha..-c her-n 1n anv sin1ilar period for n1any 
yearii pa~t. nohvlthstanding that there is a 
large mnount of 1nunieipal \York being 
carried out in that centre with casual 
labour. \Ye haYC to recognise that at 
prp,cnt. the Arbitration Court judges can fix 
a 44-hour Wf'ck if thr:v ,dp-,irc. Thev have 
all the eYidcncc bdc;re them, and. there 
arc nl<'Li1T,- indu~trics in wbirh thev rnight 
1ix a 4 ;:hour week: but there at:e many 
industries in whi<:h the·,· haYe refused to 
fix a 44.hour YH'Ck beca{tse they recognised 
thr:A thcsf' induf'irics '\Yere not in a financial 
nos~tion to ~tand a rpduction of hours, as 
it would. hnyc n1:'df' them unable to c>omp·PtA 
•xith other Shtc. ol the Commonwealth. If 
\\'0 wore Ch <tling as one Co.mn10ll"\vca1th -\,·ith 
the rrwttcr of cornpetition, wo 1night fix 
certain hours. In reducing hours Vfe have 
to recognise the added cost to the com· 
munitv b,. so doing, but. if the people 
,1osirc~l it and wNe satisfied with the 
ehange, it could be done. There is a differ· 
P!We between t•his f",t.ate anrl the other 
·statb of the Commonwealth. \Ve haYe had 
1.onrlcrs from m8nufacturers in other States 
yy)ocre they are working 48 hours a week 
.as ap;ain~t 44 hours in Quf'ensland. Then" 
n rP n1unv industri-e-s in Toowoon1ba and 
TITi' bane 'which have closed up hecause they 
·-.ere not able to compete \Yith the S0nrhern 
States 

1Ir. I-lARTLEY: vVhat industries" 

:\lr. ROBERTS: The boot industry is one 
·of them. 

2\lr. H.\RTL.EY: There arc three boot fac· 
toric-c; here no\v. 

::\lr. ROBERTS: I am not saying that 
there arc not some factories here, but I am 
e:~lYin.r· thrrt th0 n1anufacturing carried on 
ht~l"l' is g0tting less. I s,ny a L~young f0llow 
in DrisbAne last YYcek and I said to him. 
.: \Vl1nt h<L happened to ~70U ?" }le said. 
': \\ ... e hav0 storped \York: con1pctition is so 
kPen that th:re is no demand for our stuff." 
\Yorse .'fill, the stuff is coming in from the 
'South Fllld under-selling our O\'\~n manufaC'
tnn"', Tlwn. again. the statement is mad0 b:-· 
hon. :mctnbcrs opposite and a large nu1nbPr 
cf their supnorl01 that tlwre is not suffi· 
c·icnt YYOl'k. but if we t•edu e the hDurs of 
labour tlwre will bo mor•• work for the 
YYorkers YYho reouire i'l. It YYonld be all 
I'ight for firms ,,~ho can rnn bnsines;;::es ar>d 
eharg·<e the taxpaycm with thP loss, but the 
nri,·ato <'rrtrloYel· cannot do that. 
. ::\fr. HY1-T,::. The s.an1e a1·gument. was used 
about the 4S.hour week. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am showing that after 
nine vcar~ of Labour administration there 
is unemployment tbrmlghol't the length and 
breadth of Quecn.sland and a crY for wMk, 
and I want to cantion th<' Government that 
this innoYation is not going to create any 
more emplo,·mcnt. It will make it more 
difficult for industrY to be carried on. Of 
•c01u·se it will be poc;sible to carry on industry 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

\Yhere the State backs the loss; but it will 
not hJ po;sible, in competition with 
employers in the other States, to carry on 
an iudustrv which depends on a private 
individual "to find tho mDnCY. I am verv 
.sorry that the Pretnicr has g-ln~n way to th~ 
clarnou~: fur this an1en(huc::1t of tho la\v. 
(Gov~rn1nent intcrjertioDs.) 

l'>Ir. C'oLLIXS: You would have made a 
good slayc.clri>:er in the old slaYo clays m 
Amcrjca. 

The {'HAIR:'vlA::\: I YYould a.sk hon. mcm· 
bcrs 011 my right tD cease these continuous 
intcrjcctio1~s. I do not mind relevant inter
jections, but it is time that this stream of 
1nterjcctions ceased.· 

Mr. VO\YLES (Ihlby): I '·' .s abc,,.·, to .,a:: 
that, on the face of the evidence b(-'~:-Jl'A n::, 
nnJ tlw statements w~ich have bct•n made 
bv the PrcmiN. I cannot see how e,· .n wc·m· 
hers on the Goyernmcnt side can coc11e to 
the conclusion that it is desirable to introduce 
legislation for a reduction of tho working 
hours in our iudu~trir ·.::., To justify hon. menl
bers in their support. of the motion as applied 
to Government employees) one hon. men1ber 
by yya:-· of interjection said that it was only 
a matter of the Government raising further 
revenue to meet the advance in "-ages, but 
vou haYo to remomber that that. would mean 
~ further burden on industry. This proposal 
;;;trikes a blow at our primary industries, 
our secondary industries, our public activities, 
and our <lepartmental activities. The hon. 
gentlc•man has said that a. 44·hour week is 
ahead:· practical!: universal SO far as priYate 
indiYidnals are concerned. Hon. members of 
tho Government. haye always stated that 
theY have no desire to interfere with the 
functions of the Arbitration Court, and havo 
alwavs claimed that hon. members on this 
side , desired to undermine the court, but 
wo suddenly discover that the dc·sire in that 
direction comes from the other side-a desire 
to attack the mlient feature of the founda
tion of arbitration in Queensland. The court 
tEust h'we the power to decide hours and 
condit.ion•. If not, it must be futile. 

OrPOSITJOX 11E:liBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PrBLJG \YoRKS: Have 

you read section 10 of the Act? 

l\lr. VO\VLES: I have, and I understand 
exactlv what the effect of it has been. This 
is a d'irection to the court where· a direction 
did not exist before. This proposal reduces 
t.he number of h0urs, and the court in each 
<·aso will han to decide what shculd be the 
basic WJgo of the workers of Qneensland, who 
con1c into ron111ctition with men \Yho are 
doing exactly the satne class cf work in the 
Southe1·n States and \Yorking longer hours. 

}}Jr. HY:--;Es: You made the same spce,ch 
on the 48.hour week. 

J\fr. VOWLES: I have never spoken on 
the 48·hour question in my life. The hon. 
member who has interjected let tho cat out 
of the bag a few minutes ago. Ho said, by 
way of interjection, ''Less hours mean 
mm·e wages," and I think some of his friends 
"tipped him the wink" to keep his mDuth 
elos~d. That is the clue to the '\hole thing. 
If there is only a limited amount of mDncy, 
whether in priYate or Government ccot.crprise. 
it can only go round a certain number of 
\\·orkers, and, if you wjsh it t<J go round 
a larger number, it has to be inflated in some 
direction. That direction may be impossible 
so far as private industries aro concerned, 
but it is possible so far as public industries 
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nre concPrn0d bv increasing taxatio~1. If that. 
is the dc~irc, ·"·hv do not hon. members 
·opposit8 say so, alld sa.v where the mnnev 
!s coming. from? It i; now proposed to 
mclude rmhYay gatekeepers under the Act. 

n<l Jh".' ill h0 e'lbject to the 44-honr \Yock. 
which will moan that a very large sum of 
mDncy Wlll be reqmrcd to meet th' ext.ra 
payment tD a largo number cf people who 
are engaged in that activib. I \rov]d like 
t-he l\Iimstor later on to gi,:o some estimnte 
Df t~o amount. that will be required to meet 
the mcrcascd wages bocau"' of the dccroa•.o 
m hours. 

The SECRETARY FOR PvBLIC \Y ORKS : I have 
-already giyen that information. 

l'llr. VOiYLES: I should be pleased to 
l'CCl'lYC that ndorn1a hon. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC iYORKS: I have 
~lrcal::·- giYen, that inforrnation dur:ing a 

no-conficlcnce debate at the op•'l1ln"' of 
fu ~ri=. . ~ 

Mr.' VOvYLES: I -'hould bo crlad tD have 
n1y rn0rnory rcfresh"d so that 

0

l mav look 
through .. IJ ansard" and see whcth~r tho 
hon. gcntl0man's figures are corre-ct. As 
:' rule they arc not. If they are nDt correct 
Ill thE\ ca~C', I ynnh~~·o to sa:" \Ye can a~sun1e 
~hat. ttle- hon. gcnr.H.:mrrn Is accepting the 
men table and . that a large number of 
g~ tes a re gomg to be closed. Queensland is 
the le.1st prcgnssive Sb.te of the CommDn
\Vealth so far as industry and comtnerce .aro 
conc~rncd. \Vc~ know that to-dav the m ,nu
fartlil'~'rs in the other States ~are tradiflO' 
in QuepJ~sla:nd a through agencic>, and ~y~ 
~re dc~H'lYcd o:t HIP facilitic•, for est-:tbli::;h~ 
Ing lht' bu~inc ·SCS here merelv because the 
conditions \Yhich obtain forco V cmnlovers to 
n:annfa~turo ln. o~her State~~. and 'con1pel 
u~ to 1n1;1ort tht?Ir manufaetured articles. 
Queensland is the· !mer, but the Queemland 
\rork(•rs .arc tht~ bigge:5t lo~crs. \Yhcn \\"C 

look at the sbttistics wo find that thoro is 
a falhng off in th0 number of f'l11')loyec'~ 
c~gagcd in Ct'rtain indu~tries in Quce~1sl~nd. 
Wo also fin~l that not only is the number of 
n1anufartunng concerns increasing in the 
-other States. hut the number of men who 
are be1ng em1)loycd is incrca~inp; in untold 
J~UJnbcrs. ~~t .whos(~ expensP .. I ask you, ivlr. 
I Dllod:, and for what reason: What is the 
c~,usr. and whnt is the cffert? The can'>e i' 
Rimply thai· the labour conditions in the 
Southern States arc moro beneficial to 
manufacturers than they are in Queens
lan~L ancl we are g-etting into the unhappy 
nosJtwn that. whilst the workers mav hayo 
lJtopian conditinns. thcr8 i~ no \Y ... n·k. ~ \Yhnt 
is the good of haYing- Ftopian conditions if 
vou ha,·o no work' \Yhy. onlv to-clcv wo 
k_now that thoro is going· to be a demonstra
tiOn by tlw u~·omp!Dyed. They are gDing to 
see the Premwr. 

::\1r. CoLLJXS: Did you organise them? 

Mr. YOIVLES: I had nothinrr at all to 
do ., ith ti1em. It is well known~ that there 
is a largo numbct· of unen1ployed in Bris
bane to-clav. and they are coming to intei·· 
YICW thf' J?rcrni( to seo jf ho C'an dcYi~o 
sonw scheme b:c· which work will be pro· 
v1drd. Is he going to turn round and sav 
"Thi, is the solution of vour probJ, ms ( 
The Arbitration Court will decrea'e the 
·hours, comequently thoro will be more men 
cmplo~·cd '" If that is the solution of the 
iroublc, \Yhere is the money cmnin~C; from? 
.Just the same amount Df money is to be 

exn0ndc~d ovPr a lnrgcr nun1ber of men, 
whieh will mean that those who arc in 
Pmplnyment to-day ma~t work less hours, 
hut they will r··cein, loss pay and have less 
"\VOrk. 

}',fr. CoLLn;s: If the hon. ~entleman had 
his vvay, he would pay thetn lr-·"·8. 

1h. VOWLRC!: On this matter I am Df 
the saP,f' opinion as tho Premier. who has 
exprnssed himself very nlainly on the 
ldaiter, and that is that the present junc
ture-

::\1r. CoLLI~S: Read his speech at the Emu 
Park Conve'~tion. 

M:·. VOWLB~ : ~T e arc not guided by 
flHch spf 0chcs. \Ye kno\V thnt the dncisions 
\.\hi rh are arrivPrl at at a Labour Conven
tion are not tho dcci:;;;ion~ and conclnsions of 
people wlw an sPnt bv the vDtcrs of Queons
bnd. In manv in.,tances they aro only the 
drci~ions of irresponsible persons. 

Mr. CoLLI~S: Cut that out. 

:'lir. VO\VLES: I do not "·ant tD go over 
the old g-round. \Vhcn we t<tlk about nre· 
sponsibles we have Dnly to look-

:Wr. HARTLEY: Does the hon. gentleman 
consider him sell one of the ''responsible 
pC'rsons"? 

:\1r. VOWLES: I would not say that the 
hon. mrcmbcr for Fitzroy was a re·•ponsible 
per.son. iVhen we talk about irresponsibles 
we have only to acquaint ourselves with the 
fact that to-clav the Government represent 
~ minority of the people, and consequently 
tlw people who are represented at a 
Labour Convention constitute a minority of 
the people, and in 111any cases a very Slnall 
minoritv of the thinking people of the 
State. " 

::vlr. COLLI~R: The Tories are the good Dld 
thinking people in this State. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I know where the " shrink
ing" peonlc arc. I have observed men \Yho 
.HE' supposed to hav<' outstanding ability and 
t0 be ~t:ong' enough to express their o"\vn 
opinions declaim aga.inst a 44-hour week, but 
v ho, when the "\Yhip v1:as cracked. \\o·cre 111'8-

JlCLred to support it. 'I'hey arc not supporting 
tl•is Bill in the interests Df the people of 
fiueensland. but in the interests of thcmseh-cs. 

Mr. l\1.\XWELL: Sclf-pre·erv ..tion. 

l\1•·. VOWLES: Thev !mm,· Yen- w·•ll that. 
if they stand up a~a~nst this b.ig- n1achino 
••·hich wants them to ·do something they admit 
to be wrong, it will mean their political 
pnnihila+ion. 

:VIr. I-!YXES: This Bill is dictated bY 
ln1manita:!_.ian reas"ln-", and because it IS 
practicable. 

Mr. VO\YLES: \Vhv shoulcl it not be a 
46-hour \Vf'Ck? There Is no rea son gi \-en for 
the introduction of the 44-hour week c ·ccept 
that there is a clamour for it by certain 
org·anisations which tyrannise ovc:r hon. mem
bers opposjto and compel then!. to do somo
thlng contrary to thci1· convictions. 'rbe Bill 
i~ undesirable, uneconoinica.l, and not in tho 
i11tPrPsts of Qu0en~!' nd or the n1anufadories 
or p1·ogn"•'l of Qut;:_:msland. If VYC are going 
to bo a party to this n1oaf3Utf', we arc going 
1~) do an eYPrlasting injustice to tho neople, 
and particLllarly to the workers of Queens
Ja.n.l. 

0PPO.<ITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Jlr. rowles.] 
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Mt. SIZER (Sandgatc): Some very good 
reasons have been given why this Bill should 
l'Ot be introduced. I am equally convinced 
that no sound argument-and I emphasise 
ihe 'vord "sound"-has been put forw.trd as 
to why it should be introduced. The only 
argument put forward, or that should be put 
forward, for the intrnduction of the Bill is 
bL-~ause it confonns to a. con1prornise nwdP 
a1- a ti1ne vvh0;1 a cri is existed ln the Gove!'ll
Jnent party. The interesb of Queensland 
were saerificed. as a result nf that compro
mise. That is the only argument "-hy the 
Bill should be introduced. It is time we 
gavo consideration to whither we are drifting 
lw the introduction of this measure•. \VJ1at
e~·el' UlfSUlH(mt I a1n puttin~~ for\•:ard. or \V hat 
has been put fon,·ard by this side, (an be 
~upplcm1ented by th(~ argu11J011ts '"hjd1 \\Cl'C' 
used in the Goyernn10nt cau,_•us roon1 'vhen 
the 44-hour week was ouposcd by leading 
members of the Government. Though thcee 
.argun1c11ts are unknown outside· the ranlu of 
the party opposite, they were probabl,. on 
the sam.xJ lines as the argurn( nts ""\ 0 arc using 
to-day. The ·argu ncnts we aTe putting for
\Yard must be sound, otherwis·' tho 44-hour 
week would nnt have been opposed by the 
lvlinisters in thf~ eaucus roDnl. 

I heard an interje~tion by an hon. 1nen1b0r 
opposite that, if hours were reduced, cmplo~'
ment would be incrPased. Some of the hon. 
nwmbers opposite, claim to be students of 
c conomics. I disagree with them after that 
inte~·joction, because everybody kno\vs that 
it is no use blking about 0mploymem n'lles~ 
those employed are in a position to sell the 
pToducts made during the time they are 
employed. 

Mr. H.\RTLEY : Why dic1 you not sell your 
wallaby skins when you had a 48-hour week? 

Mr. SIZER: I shall tcl1 the hon. member 
directly. It is quite impossible to sell pro
ducts unless yDU are able to produce them 
competitively. There is ample evidence that 
we in Queensland have been unable in n1anv 

instances to stand up tD the coni
[11 a.m.J petition of Southern neople. \Ye 

have been forced out of the market 
because the better conditions prevailing in 
c.thcr States enable them to produce se much 
cheaper than \Ye produce in Queensland, 
consequently allowing them t-o sell so much 
cheaper. I am convinced that hon. members 
opposite who arc clamouring for t-his 44-hour 
week want articles at the lowest prices, and 
will run around to see if they cnn f:ave a 
penny. I do not blame them, but they must 
l'f aEse ihat the:v ~'Yill force our manufacturers 
into such a position that the,- will be unable 
to compete with the manufacturers in the 
South. D3· and largo Queensland manu
facturers at tho present ti111e cannot co1npcto 
with the Southern manufacturers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC VVom;:c;: If vour 
argument is correct. we should increase" t-he 
hours to a G'J-hour week and then evervthing 
would be all right. · 

:vrr. SIZER :_ My argument is that, if you 
me~kc further mroads on our manufacturers. 
you will handicap and cripple them eotill 
more. If the Government reduce the taxation 
and the burdeJJS on our people, we shall be 
able to cerry on \Vith a 44-hour v'eek and 
ccmpet.e with th" 48-hour ,-.·eelc prevailing 
in the Southern States. \Ve are unable t<J 
{'ompeh" vvith Southern ma:nnfa.rturcrs. but 
that is not the onlv thing that controls our 
market. \Ve are "absolutely dependent on 
the price at which the matifacturers of the 

[2l1r. Sizer. 

world are able to produce. \Ye have to 
recognise the competition of the other coun
tries of the world and the price at which 
thc·y are able to l'mduce. 

:\Ir. Dm;sT,\N:. Arc you referring to China? 

:\Ir. SIZEH: In spite of the fact of the 
e'<ict-cm·e of a hif'h tariff on British and Con
tincnbl g·oods, -we know that those gDod& 
cornc on to our n1.arket, and undersell Aus
tralian gr ads, leaving a profit not. only foF 
the manufacturers but also for the Importer& 
ancl indcnters. They arc abiP w undersell 
..:\ut:tralinn rnanufartur·crs, 1vho in many ca;9es 
sell direct to the public. If the positiOn 
b~-.''JI11PS '\Yorso, it means that, Instead of 
creating the employment tha_t has been SJ?oken 
of bv hon. members oppos1te. t.here vcJII be 
mon; nnemplo~'mcnt, and the State will be 
forced to keep ib citizens by means of the 
unen1ployn1~nt insurance fund or son1e othe: 
scheme. wh1ch, of coui·se, lws t.o :on1e ~Ull 
of the pocket" of those engaged 111 rndustne& 
•;·hich \You!d be already cnppled. 

The ).Tinister made some reference to boots. 
That ,-ras an unfort.unate reference' for the· 
hon. g·entlr>man. Is the hon. gentleman 
n.wai'(' that there are les,-:J boots n1anufactured 
in Brisbane than was the case twenty years 
ago? 

J'dr. HARTLEY: You are wrong. That is not 
a fact. 

:VIr. SIZER: Is the hon. ~entleman also 
a\Yar<' that of the boots purchased in Queens
] and not more than 5 per cent. _arC' manu
fa-ctured in the State? The boot mdnstJ:y of 
Quecns1nnd has pa~sed through -..-cry lJ·enlou& 
1 inws owing to the fact that tlw f:;o!lihern 
manufacturers haYG boon able. by a system 
of n-:!ass production, to cut prices tD a very 
large· extent. 

:\1r. DuxsTA:>~: That was not due to shorte1· 
haUl'S. 

Mr. SIZER: If you are g,_,inf,'; to place 
fmthc1· burdens nn the industnes of Queens
hnd. it will mean further unemployment. 
A .. t the pn~sent tin1e ou~~ indushy~s ar~ .the
highest taxed in AtBtraha, and, m. addih?n· 
there are natural disadvantages \nth whJCh 
1 hey have to contend. 

::\lr. COLLINS: They make the biggest 
prnfits. 

:\lr SI7,ER: l~nde1' prcoent co•,ditions it 
is -im~ossiblo fo1' the industries _of Qne~nsla.n_d 
to thrive. I am satisfied that m passmg this 
Bill '.\'C are not acting in the b'·st interests 
Df 1lw State or in the best interests of the 
\Yorkers. 

-:\Ir. HmTLEY: They cannot compete 
because Df ineflicicnt plants. 

:VIr. STZER: 'I'he boot factory .,-hich was 
,-,·cent lv rebuilt here after a fire has one of 
11)(' fh;est plants in i'•.u'tmlin._ The hon. 
lllf'nlb~r does not kno\V the pchJtwn. 

:\lr. H.\RTLEY : Y on do. 

-:\I,,. SIZER: I do. 
-:\lr. HARTLEV: \Yhv did you Eot make your 

c''"ll tn nning businesS pay? 
~Ir. t'HZER: I ,yj]l sa.y that it is bc<:ausc 

I n 0 ,-rr o:ot· anv ac,:;istanco fron1 the hon. 
rnE-Inbt'l' o'r fro.n ~his friends. (luierrnption.) 

The CHAIRl\1AK: Order! Order! 

1\ir. SIZER: There 1s some credit in 
attempting to do smncthing. It would be to 
tlw hon. member's credit if he attempted to 
do something for the benefit of Quee,1sland 
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ir'itead of criticising and ha1nstringing those 
\vho do make tho atten1pt to' do s01uething. 
Thls Bill strike:· at a very vital spot in 
i.tdu,try. I am infinitely prouder of what l 
have attempted than the hon. member can 
t·c of anyl hing ho has tried to do. If any, 
member of this Committee is looking to 
makC' J,10lh'Y by easy nu ans, it is the hon. 
:ncn1L ~r. 

)Ir. llARTLEY: How do you get tha' ? 
::\lr. SIZER: It is true. 

Thr CIL\IR:\IAN: Order ! 

~.Jr. SIZER: I think I am entitled to point 
t'-:.1~ onr--

TJw CI-L\IRjyL\.='J: Order! The hon. mem
kr for Fitzroy is not entitled to interject. 
<ontl the hon. member who is cpoaking is not 
c·n1Itlod to dc'a.l 1vith anylhinQ· oxcC')t that 

11ich is ro~1taincd in the. n1otiOll. l 

11 h·. H\P~LEY: I have no objection to 
1naking· :money by easy 111eans. I -can a" ·lUG 

the• hDn. member of that. 

T! '' CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

:\h. SIZER: I am opposed to this Bill 
ber,-:uso it i:; underminillg the principle~ of 
'.'" :hbitration Court, and I am apjJrclwn
"'w ol. what ts gomg to happen if tho Bill 
::s .ca~·ned and the GoYernme-nt insist vpon 
bnng1ng· the rural workers of this Stato 
ur.de~" t!1e _Arbitration Court \Ve do kno\v 
!.hat ;::otne of ou1· primary industric~ to-da;-

ctbl,, to compete with th,; other St atc;s 
there happen,; to bo a shortag-e in 

)ll~L' ;llrcrtion; but, if you are going to.---force 
a ~4-nour w·eck on most of the pr1111ar 
i~ldti·tries as well as on the s;· ·ondar-v induS
!,ries of Queensland, then Queensland' will be 
Y>~aced 1.11 a perilous position, and every indi
ndnal m th0 community will suff0r. For 
tJw~-~ 1·ea.sons, for the reasons \Yhich ·were 
_:··p;en in thr~ caucus room, a.nd from the 
knowledge that ~-e are supported by the 
Pl:t'Hllt:r, ! a111 satisfied that an open YOt(' o·1 
tl!JS uuestwn would decide that this Bill is 
lJ.!1t neces~ary or dcsjrable at the prf'."-C'Tlt 
t1u1e. 

. :\lr. CORSER (Burnett): The dotermina
tlO!l to Illtroduc: a measure to provide for 
a -:4-hunr week ts not the result of the indi
vidual efforts of members of the Government 
p:ct·t;·. I ciaim that it is part of the method 
o: ttw mternational Socialists of Australia. 
iGOH'l'lll!lcnt laughter.) The hon. member 
for Enii:u!J3. noa,v cackle, but I think I can 
~~.:t. nght down to the position when I sav 
Jwt it is not any desire or thouaht o~f 
n_npro;,~ing ind~tstry th~t has lJ~cn ~e~pon
'nhlc IOl' the Introduction of this meaRnre 
, ut a dc,im to cripple industry. That 
can bP rrovcd. \Ye know that the inter
J:atioual Socialists dr.im in the columns of 
th 1r paper that the workers must havo and 
hold the L1ctorie,. the farms, and the work
"-ho:·~~that thC'y must .control theso things 
fr ,. thomseh·es and abohsh the wage s_vsJ,'.ll. 
1Joe~ thf' hon. fl}0I1lbcr for Bu1in!ba, ""'~'G'ho 
Lu\ Cclrldes so lou.dly) say ihat he h01icvcs 
1n a 44-honr 1veok and the abolitio', of 
~-rag-0~ f~n· ihofll 44 hours. or is he going 
to be sd; nt on the question? The hon. 
mcmbPr wil~ not deal with that side of the 
i'''"' at all. 

:VIr. CoLLlXS: Xo one u'1 this side has 
spokE:n cxeel1t the 1\Iinister. 

;\Ir. CORSEH: Xo; the hDn. member will 
1•nt speak on it. but he will cackle some
times. \V c would like to hear his. opinion 

of the Bill, and also what he said when the 
prl'PO'.~l >vas bE>ing discussed in the caucus 
on the night when he was elected Premier 
for 20 minutes. (Opposition laughh r.) \Ve 
knmy lhn t. as a part of the socialistic org·ani
eutions throughout the Htate, hon members 
oppo,it c n re here to kill private ownership 
and indusny, an cl they arc out to kill the 
C'~.pitali~tic or wa.ge syBtem jn industry. 
Thndon' it is no u.;o for members of the 
Opposition to appeal to thorn from the stand
point oi what will pay and help to develop 
an industry, because they claim that they 
will owu all in-dw,try if they can break down 
the prc,ent sy,tem. 

This Bill is only another step in the direc
tjon of wrecking industrial concerns as they 
cxist untkr the present system of control. 
There i~ no gain"~aying that if hon. members 
opposite a l'C truo to their socialistic prin
ciples-and socialists they must be. Although 
the Premier and some of his friends may 
'.vish sotnPtim('S to step aside, they ha vo been 
forcred into the position of introducing this 
Bill. and hav had to prote•lt against the 
action of their own journals. If there is 
one iutornational ,;ocialistic journal in 
QntYnslnnd which has brought about the 
introduction of this measure, it is the "Ra.il
wav ·union Advocate." Wo find that c~en 
the' ec,mr<tdPs of our friends opposite have to 
claim that the tactics of the Australian 
Railwav Fnion officials have stabbed Labour 
in the· back. Hero is the pamphlet which 
thov l],enl"clves havo distributed against 
thiS iutcrnntional socialistic organisation 
,,-hich has been responsible for the intro-dnc
tion of this llH'J ,m re. 

:\h. WRTGH1': I would liko to seo that. 

:\h. CORSER: The hon. member, no 
doubt. has seen it, because a number of his 
fri<'nds 'sill have contrilmted towards the 
cost. of printing the !pamphlet, which 
dc•fonds Labour against the stab in the back 
by the Railway t;nion officials. 

Mr. C'oLLlNS: This is the first time I have 
seen it . 

::\Il-. CORSER : lt shows how little the 
hon. lY\I'lllbi:~T k110,YS about his organisation. 
I pic-ked this up in the railway train, and 
the,; are distributed on the r<tilwaYs and 
roads in everv direction in the State. 

:VIr. Cor.r.rN~: You can stab anybody in 
the back. 

)fr. CORSER: That is why the hon. 
nlPmbel~ kiC'kccl un a fuss n bout thP raihvay 
officials stabbing him in the back, but those 
official~ ha,-c rna-dc the party opposite come 
to lwel and introduce this mecsurc. As 
socialist, thP0• must stand up to it. and seo 
that. some lit.t.k reform is brDught about. 
Thev claim that a 44-hour week is 
('~scinia l. It is not long since Labour 
adopted thn Pight.-hour day nrincinlc. They 
crcctc•d their temnles to the Eight Hours DCJ.y 
nloYcnlPUt. ~rhcv- h11d their Eig·ht :Hours D:ty 
sports and thf~ir Eight :Hours Dav proces
sions. but. now that will not clo. Thc.v have 
challf!;Cd the Eighl. Hour< Day to Lab0ur Day. 

1\It:. 1'\'mGllT: HPar, hear! 

C.Ir. CORSER: Thcv now want to hu.-e a 
44-hou!· \vcek, and a \V est Australian Labonr 
oro·aniqtion advoc,\ted a 36-hour week. \Ve 
b{~w thnt what these people ~ay in ach-ocat
ing a 44-hour week they will ny in ad,·ocat
]ng a. .. ~Q-hour Wf'Pk in a very short time, 
bo.eause so soon as they get this suppobed 

Mr. Corser.] 
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socialistic reform they have to start to tickle 
the ears of their supporters out>idc with 
oomcthing clsC'. Thc'o leeches on the indus
trial worker who got their !Jccad and butter, 
''; :ho g(:t their fat living, out of agitating 
h;ne to get something else to hold nJ• before 
the masses. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Yho do you sa,\' arc the 
leeches on the indLtstrial worb•r? 

Mr. CORSJi"R : The Llood- -uck<•rs of 
i11du~try-thcso suppo::;od Ol'guniscr:-c---

Mr. 1-IYNEH interjected. 

Mr. CORSER: The,·e is one of them. 
Mr. l-lYNcS: You arc a "Llndg-.•r" of 

industry. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the 

hon. member for Durnott to withdraw the 
remark which he applied to the hon. member 
for Townsvillc. 

Mr. CORSER: I will withdraw it but I 
ask that the hon. member be asked t'o ,,-ith
draw his r.cforcnco to a •· bludgcl'., of 
industry. ' 

Mr. ILmTLEY: He did not rdcr to the 
hon. member. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsvillc) : I referred tho 
remark to tho hon. member aud to the 
Opposition as a whole, ,and I "·ithdraw the 
rcn1ark. 

Mr. CORSER: I know the horL me;nber 
did n0t mean his compliment as much as I 
meant mine. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: Those who live on industrv 
if they do not get all thev 'rant out of i"t' 
still sit here as reprcsenl.ati,-,f's of the pro: 
fession which lives by sucking the blood of 
industrial workcrs--

::\1r. HYNES: You havo boon associated 
with tho middleman class all yom life. 

The CHAIRYL\N : Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: These mon consider onlv 
one side. \Ve claim that we should look a"t 
Bills like this, not from the point of Yicw 
0f one section, but broadmindedlv from the 
point of vio\v of cvcrv section of "indnstr·v 

Hon. l\1. J. KIRWA~": You set the oxam"p.le. 

Mr. CORSF:R: I will do it for the hon. 
gentleman. \Vhilst hon. mcn,bers of the 
Government party point at us as individuals 
who \VOU]d increase hours and reduce \Yaaes 

~7e say that in the interc~ts of the worl~er~ 
it is os enti'd to build up indn,tr,v, and that, 
unlcs . .; we conhnue our i1:·dustrios on s:1 fe 
financial lines, there will be a reduction in 
the amount of work aYailabk. and that. as 
we reduce the hours, so thoro will he more 
unemployment for tho simple reason that 
some industries will -not be able to exist 
under those conditions and others will not 
come into existence. vVhen the Bill makino
a 48-hour vveek possible \VUS being com::.jdered 
hon. members opposite claimed that it would 
provide work for the uncmploved-that the 
reduction of the hours by fou'r would just 
nicol.y find employment foreYcryonc. To.'day 
we find that thoro Is st1ll uncmplO\·ment 
and there will be still greater · unom' 
ploymcnt after the 44-honr week has been 
passed. The only policy of hon. members 
opposite-particularly tho hon. member for 
Townn·ille-i- one of hortf'r !JOurs, higher 
wages, and cheaper food. That. is the whole 
policy of the Government, and their whole 
live! ihood. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

[lllr. Corser. 

2\Ir. CORSER.: It is pnt into coHcreh 
forn1 in illf" \SlH'CS simi1ar h) that vd1i, h the 
l\1ini~ter propcses to introduc ~ f-.t the pre
sent 1noruent. 

rrherc is J.O c:cnso for intro"\lcing a Bill 
J d;;.0 this at the nre:·ont t i1nc. T'hPr•' n no 
nPcc~·:<ity to giYe ·the Arbitration Conrt any 
dirPctionF:. \Yf~ kno\v that recrntlv th0 
Court refnsld to be dictated to b;:7 pcl~r-'iclans, 
r;r;d C:Yen politici~HlS. tl'rough (;,l 1)iuet 
nw01'ing~. v.:or0 un::-:.ldc- to induct' t1v~ Co
Yl'rllUlent 10 give 1 he Arbitratioit Court 
CC·l·taill directions. vYhY this brc:1 led JWll in 
ihat rcfHsal; n~Ld \Vh? thi~ change of attitude 
on the part of the Govcrnnwnt '1 H is simp]0-
io Inake «,'JnJ.('body' ·' marble good iP an 
ejection not vorv far ahead. \Ye- "honLl likt• 
all the workers, as \Yell as thuP eJFaged 
in indw:c.;trics, to lo10\Y that then:- i no section 
of Pnrli:1mcnt that i;; more det!..'rtnint>tt in 
its desire to ncatc good conditions fo:· all 
the people than the Opposition. ami it i, 
not the Oppcu.ition)s dcsi1·t~ to provide c·x.cel
lont conditions for a fc·"'r. but to rriYe an 
opportnnit:,'~ to all io obtain Plnplo n1ent) 
work 1'e~uonablu holHs, Bnrl o>tain a rc-:.soll
able ,._,agP. 

l\lr. KEHR (Rno('rJrra): I thi:1k ,,._, can 
all sympathise with the Secre-tary for Pnblic 
V\:' orks this 1norning in lJl'ing con1pcllcd, 
ngainst his O\Vll judgn1ent. and against the 
judgment of Cabinet, to intrndnce this BilL 

Thir. CoLLIXS: Don't look so hard at me. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: I sympathisr> ,-ith the :lliniil
ler v;ho has bcC'n compelled to do :-on10ihing, 
L'Jt onl:-y ag-ninst his cnvn wishes. hut ugainsr 
the wishc' of H10se who do 3tuclv the intcrcsto 
u£ Queensland more than !:hr- 'rank and file 
d hon. nwmhers opposite. Tlw rank and 
fil~ bave decided thjs 1nattcr. Th(' proper 
method of dealing "ith the hours is to 
submit the matter to the Arbitration Court. 
It will be recollcete.c] that in :'\ow i-iouth 
\Vales the Fuller Government referred tlw 
question of hours to the Arbitrariou Court. 

The SECREnRY f'OR Prnuc IYOEKS: They 
lr',;islatcd to increase the hour;::. 

Mr. KERR: They did nothing of the 
kind. Tho whoL~ qucstioa of hour: "\Ya; 

referred to the Arbitration Court in X ow 
Sc-uth vVales, and it was ]Jmdieally unani
rr,ously decided that the working wec:c there 
shonlcl bo one of fort,\·-eight hour~. Th~' 
'.Yorkcrs in that ~tato rccosrni:wd that the 
( ..:iablishrnent of a 48-hour' v orking- -week 
\':ould rr1oan advaHCClnent }n indu~•h·v. "\vith 
the- result that ~ cy,\· South "\'\ .... al('"' · 1SOuL:I. 
improve her voRiiion in rcg,ud to s_ ,-,or:dary 
industric '), 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt-BLJC \YORKS: The 
:1on. ge>ntlcman kno11 ·' tha~ thP Fuller ~_jo
VHnmont amondC1d th(' Eig-hk-Honr Dev 
Ad b,r prc1·enting the po,cibllitc· of ar!opt
ing a 44-hour week, and tlu---rcb:'>-- incr -~~sins;
the hours. 

l\Tr. KERR: I ha Ye lookecl into tlwt 
maUer verv careful!•-. and I firH1 thnt thr 
whole CjUe,tion of ho.urs wa' refprret! to th8 
~'l.rbitration Court. and the t. is ,-hat should 
be done in Queensland to-dnc·. 

The SECRETARY FOH Pt:BL!C \YonKs: Th~ 
Fuller GoYcrnn1cnt prevented t~v )n·bitra
tion Court frout a.""~:arding jhortcl' hour~. 

~-fr. KERR: The Fuller Con 'nment· die' 
Foth ing of the kind. The m a Iter w 's p]accc: 
in the hands absolutclv of the _\rbitration 
Court. The statistic;; 0£ ~t'\V So:Ith "\\~rrh~"'i 
djsclosc that there has bc'eu an cxtt•nsion 
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in the number of nianuf:1cturing concerns 
,l.nd an incrca!'c in the nurnber of men 
~employed since t'hE!t liec1~ion was arriYl'rl at 
bv the Arbitration Conrt in ~\; ew South 
\'\'ales. 

I hay, hen" a statement made bv :l.Ir. 
·1v. D. De1nainc. President of the Central 
l'oliti< al Exccuti,·e of the AustraEan Labom· 
Party in tlw State, on 15th August, 1924, 
'011 th0 question of a -44-Lour \Vf'el\:, rrhat 
is only a couple of months ago. I han> 
~takpn hl~ stau.-n1ent. and I have n old thu 
Btatcment mad<• bY the l'remiPr. the SPcre
tarv for r~lLlic Landi3J ~t!ld thC'ir Yarious 
colleagues jn the GoYernr:nent, and I -..vant 
to know ·~,hat has 1ntervcncd to alter the 
onditions which exist0d onlv a connl0 of 

nconths ago. \Yhat .\lr. DPrn;inc has 'stated 
n.~ the c\:cn:-c for not granting a A· hour 
\Yr:ek is n:a!ly ihe excusp of thr .. Govenuncnt, 
·DUly that :\h. Demainc ha' put ihe position 
rnor~ C( nci~Pb: in ord(~r to alhn· anv dis
( ontc·nt which' cxisto,-l iri the ranin3 of ~om~J 
,.af the snpport£'rs of the Labour party. ~.Ir. 
:Demaine says~~ 

'" A YOl'': acute financial st-rinrtpne-~' 
brought about by circumstances that need 
not be g·onc into by this sbth•mcnt, and 
which haYc been fulh· c!Palt with b·· 
the Stare Parliamentary Labour P:uh, 
undoubtedlY cxi,ts to:da, ihrono:hout 
Australia. · ·c nder ordin(:,rv conditions 
thP Etringoncy 'in An·~trali·a \voukl b£' 
relievPd hv the transfpr of funds fron1 
London or 'other OYPrseas mor:e .. - rrw.rkL't..' 1 

The CHAIR::\IA"": Order: I a'k the hon. 
gentleman to connect his remark~ \Yith th~~ 
·nwtion. 

Mr. KERR: JHr. Demaine, the President 
of the Central Political Executive, published 
a statement ,;·iving the reasons wh~· a 44-hour 
week could not be introduced by the Govern
:ment. I am just quoting short!;.- from hio 
statement. 

The SECR>TARY FOR Pt:BLIC \YoRKS: You arc 
misquoting him. 

Mr. KERR: l am not. They arc his own 
.,\rords. ).Ir. De1nainc further said-

" At present., however, the difficult 
exchange situation irnposes very drastic 
limits on the amount of rr,onev that· can 
be transfrrred to Australia o"n Govent
n1ent account." 

He pointed oui that noth;ng could be done 
in regard to the restoration of the basic ,wage 
or decreasing the nurnber of holH3 of work. 
'1-.,he Prctnl·t:'r, in rcplring to that statement, 
said that in the public service alone the 
reduction of hours would cost £300,000 per 
;.mnum; that it would cost the Railway De
partment. £120,000, the Homo Department 
£102,000, the other departments £25,000, and 
the Police Department £61,000. If the 
leaders of the GoYernment were allcgedlv in 
touch wi.h the fmancial position at that time 
-which was onl;· a few short months ago
when J.hev contended that the financial strin
gency of the State would not permit tho 
introduction of a 44-honr week, what has 
happened stnc'' to force the Government into 
the position of placing the industries -Of 
Queensland in a worse position than they 
are in to-day ? 

Mr. BuLCOCK: '\Vhy not. bo fair and admit 
·that the Bill will not come into operation 
.until 1st July next? 

l\fr. KERR : That is all the mme reason 
\Yhv Parliament at this stage should not 
dc~tdc the matt.cr. There is no reason to 
lc"'i,late twelve months ahead. \Ye have 
ha

0

d no afsnraucc that our financial posiiion 
will haYe impn.,:cd t·.,eho months hence. 
\Ye should ""''it and s.·,e how we stand them. 

:Mr. C'LAYTr ,, : The Bill is to b.tve the 
Premier in the Hcrbcrt plobiscitc. 

:Ytr. l\.ERI~: It probably ie introduced for 
that purposP. but at tlw wcriilcc of the 
interests of Queensland. \Yhat is gomg to 
be the result'{ 

'C~Ir. BPLCOCK: If you had your own way 
the re"ttlt would bc: a 56-hour week. 

::\Ir. KE RR: The hon. nwmber clocs not 
kno\" ·.vhat he is talking about. A 1nan has 
to be reasonable ''hen the Go,·crnm<mt oi 
the countn and the industries of the State 
arc COl!CCl:ned. 

Let tB look at what has happened, and 
1 hat wiil happen after the 44-hour week is 
introdttccd. Between J nne. 1921. and Sep
i"rnbcr, 1922, the Go\"Crnment dismissed 1.1?0 
public scrYants and rcducced" t.he. wages btll 
bv £240.872 per annum. \\ na t ts gomg to 
hitppcn \1 :1en we get the 44-hour week? 

}fr. EDW.IRDS: They \vill dismiss more. 

Mr. KERH : Would it not be better to le• 
the men at present cmplo,·ed work 48 hours 
a \Yeek instead of dBn1issing a large number 
to permit of a certain_ section ":oFking 44 
hours a week? That IS the posit.wn m & 

nutshell. This measnl'e will mean retrench
ment. It must follow in the Railway Dcpart
Incnt. 

:Mr. D,\SH: Do you bclioYC in a weekly 
half-holiday·: 

1\Ir. r..:EitR : certainly do. 

J\Ir. D_\SH ·, And an 8-hour day' 

:Ylr. KERR: Yes. 
'Cilr. D.\~1!: Then what are you talking 

about? 

:\Jr. KERH: I belie1·e that the half-holiday 
can be made up without any trouble at all. 

Mr. DASH: Then there would not be an 
8-hour day. 

::\Ir. KERR : The hon. member cannot get 
around the question in that way. The Go
vernment reduced the wages of 20,000 workers 
to the extent of £256,000 per annum. Tl;e.v 
al~o retren·~hed, or affected th __: earning 
capacit." of 4,247 raihva:: emplo_vces, and 
reduced the \\ages bill in that department by 
,,nother £66,00~. \York ''as aho pooled. and 
1nanv t.housands of pounds WC'"C saved there
bY. "All this was done to sa,·c the finances 
of the State. The present position is illogical. 
If the hours of tho Railwav Department are 
to be reduced to 44-hours "per \Yeek, it will 
cost the Government another £300,000 per 
annum. 

:Yir. Dt:LCOCK: \Yhat about t.he retrench
ment you mq,gLcted when the Estimates of 
the Ra"ihYay Department ,-·ere going through? 

Mr. KERR: I suggested llO retrenchment. 
I said then that I did not know whether 
the Railwav Department was overstaffed or 
not. I do. know that it was badly over
staffed a couple of years ago. 

Th0 SEcnET·\HY FOR PT:BLIC LAXDS: You 
have left the dcpal'iment since then . 

111r. Kerr.] 
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::\Ir. KERR: I left the Railwa'l" Depart
mf'nt a long while ago, and I ha\·e seen a 
great d0<1l of the world since then. The 
position in regard to a 44.hour week 
mu.st be faced. The Govern1nent ar-e not 

garne to face it at tho n1onu~nt, 
[11.30 a.nL] and desire to put it off for 

twch·e months. "Cndoubtedlv the 
Haih\·ay Co1n1nissiouer will have to Lkeep 
a certain nun1ber of 111en working 44 
hours .a week. and he will haYe to retrench 
a certain number. Thc·n the pooling of all 
work )Vill have to be considered. A state. 
me ut h .s been made by the ::VIinister that 
lesser hour;:, n1ean n1oro ·wages. \Ye know 
that the position in Quecnslcwd in rega1d to 
Ull'::'111ployrnent is very sc_;_·ious, and it 1vill be 
r:on.c after the passage of this IneasPf''. I 
hvvr· looked at the statistics of the Ltctories 
1.ncl manufacturer: of the various States, and, 
whC'rca~ e\·erv other State in Australia shows 
a Yerv eons{rl0l'ahle increa'e in thi,, dir~c
tjon. 'Qucenf!laEd shov,-s only a ,-ery l11;_1lor 
increase. \YhC"rcas in the other St.a~es rnan~"' 
thousan(1s more men have been employed. 
the jnrrc ::t~o in Queensland tan be counted 
111 hundreds. It is yery damaging·, indeed, 
for one State in the ComrnomYealth to. take 
snrh action as thiB. The growth of unen1-
ployment in QnPensland at the present time 
is sic;nificant. IE 1914-15. £5.000 wrcs spent 
in outdoor relief and unemployed susten
ance. whil0 after a fe',\. short years, in 
1923.24, £120,000 was similarly spent--

The CH.-\IR:'\JAX: Order~ The hon. 
n1erHLer is not dealing· with the n1otion. 

:11r. KERR: There are manv factors 
governing the introduction of this 44·hour 
week. I 2111 aware that at JWE'ent """ 
haYe industries working under a 44-
hour ,,-eek, but there are ;;omc industries 
that cannot ,,-ork a 44·hour ''"eek and 
succc,sfullv compete with Southern indus
tries. Th1s innoYation would mean a 
great hard.ship to such indmtries. It is not 
a d(";:;pC>ratPly bard thing for any n1an to 
work 44 hours a week in n1ost of our 
industries. Personally I work double that 
number of hours. 

:'vir. GLEDSOX : There is no hardship ;n 
yonr case. 

::\Ir. KERR: The same thing applies to 
the mRjority of industries. I arn not goi11g 
to seck support from mv constituents to the 
detriment of this State. If this State is 
succ,•ssful, the community will be happy. It 
i1 better to work 48 hours a ·,,·cek and get 
wor·k than to ha Ye a ~4-hour ''"eek S'l"stem 
and rccci ve no ,,-ork at all. " 

:\Ir. Bc:LCOCK: The average is a great 
deal lo·nor than a 48~hour ''"eek at present. 

:VIr. KERR: I hrtve just menti<::,,cd 1hnt 
certain 1ndustrie~ arc only \Yorking a 44-
hcur week to-dav. but there are other 
inclmtrics ,,-hich ~re faced ,,-ith keen com
p<etition which fmd it nece8'ary to retain 
a 43-hour YYC'ci·:- if they arc to con1pete 
sucessfulJy with the other States, and the 
Arbitration Court should bt< the ·decidin~; 
factor. The Go,-crnnwnt should not make it 
mandatory that a 44·hour v·eek shal! be 
uni,-ersa!.' I repeat that it is better for " 
n:rn to wm·k a 48.hour ''"eek and secure 
'\vork than to be offr'rcd a 44-honr 1veck and 
eccm·e ne work at all. 

A fr. H \RTLEY: You never '"orkecl 48 hours 
a wf'ck in your life. 

r 7111'. f{ f!1'r. 

Question-That the Bill be introduced
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Barber 
Bedford 
Bertram 
Brennan 
Bulcock 
Carter 
Collins 

, Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Farrell 
Foley 

,, Gillies 
Gledson 
Han~o~~ 

, Hartley 

AYES, 3:L. 
Mr. Hvnes 

Kirwan 
Land 
Larcombe 
Llovd 
:Mc6ormack 
1\icLachlan 
Mullan 

, Payne 
Riordau 
Ryan 
~mith 

, Stopford 
Theodore 

, Wellington 
, \Vinstanley 
, Wright 

'Pellers: 1\Ir. llulcock and Mr. Hartley. 

Mr .. ,ppel 
, Barnes, W. H. 

Bell 
Brand 

, Clayton 
Corser 
Costello 
Deacon 
Edwards 

, Elphinstone 
Kelso 
Kerr 

, King 

~OES, 25. 
l\Ir. Logan 

}[axwell 
:Jloore 

" Morgau 
Nott 
Petrie 
Robcrts 
bizer 

,, Rwayne 
Tavlor 
Vo\vks 
\:VarrE'n 

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and :Mr. Sizer. 

PAnt. 
A YFS. XOJ<;s. 

Mr. Pease J.Ir l'cterson 

Resolved in the affirmativB. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR MA :to; reported that the Com

mittee had come to a resolution 

The resolution was agree-d to. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORK8 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) prBsented 
the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
ti1nc.'' 

Quc~tion put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made· 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

JXCOME TAX BILL. 

INITIATION IN Cm.nnTTEE. 

(Jfr. Pollock. Gregory, in the chair.) 

The TREAS.CRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C'hilloqoc): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to consolidate and amend the 
la\v relating to the in1posjtion, assess
ment, a,;1d collection of a tax upon 
lllCOines. 

This Bill consolidates the law relating to 
income tax, and makes very fe''" alterations. 
at anv rate of a substantial nature. I shall 
fully ·explain on the second reading the 
alterations which are being made. 

Que ,tion put and passed. 
The Hom·e resumed. 
The CHAIR1IAN reported that the CommitteE"· 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
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FIRST READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

<C'hillagoc) presented the Bill, and moved
" That the Bill be now read a first 

tin1o." 
Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

CITY OF BRISBA~E BILL. 
RESc)TPTION OF CoThDIITTEE. 

(!Jfr. Pollock, (hegory, in the chair.) 

Clause 35-" Pou·ers and Jurisdiction of 
.the Council"-

On which :\fr. McLACHLAK (.11 erthyr) had 
moved the following amendment:-

" On page 16. line 9, after the word
' conveniences ; ' 

insert the words-· 
'abattoirs; milk supply.'" 

Mr. WAHREN (Jl1urrumba): vVhen the 
sitting was suspended last evening I was 
dealing with the amendment as it affected 
the milk supply and said that the real 
remedy lay in co-operation. This amend
ment proposes to give the new City Council 
an instruction to undertake the erection of 
.abattoirs and the supply of milk to the 
people of the city. \Ve are in a position 
to conduct these matters unde1' a co-operative 
·system >vithout any added expense to the 
people. We han• tried State enterprise and 
.,..e have tried commercialism. and now we 
must give to the producers of ·milk, or what
e.-er the commodity concerned may be, the 
right to market their commodity. One of 
the big drawbacks to primary production 
Lnd also to secondary production is that we 
are not able to deal with our products in a 
·Co-operatiYe n1anner. 

The CHAIR).fA::\ : Order ! Will the hon. 
member connect his remarks with the 
amendment·? 

::Vll- YL\.HHEX: If this amendment is 
pbced in the Bill, it will cut out any possi
bility of the milk and meat supplies being 
handled co-operati.-ely. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It will only give 
Hre power to the Greater Brisbane Council 
to operate in those directions 

J\Ir. WARHE:'\: The }1ini"tor surelY will 
not say that that power is not contail1ed in 
the clause as it stands. The clause gives 
et he new council greater control than they 
ha.-e ever had. and this amendment is an 
instruction to the new council. The Minister 
·knows that the amendment was moved with 
that intention. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It states that they 
will have express power to do it, but it is 
not mandatory. 

Mr. WARRE:X: There is no doubt that 
the amendment was mo.-od with that inten
tion. If not, why was it moved? The clause 
already contains every power that is needed 
by the new council. It can regulate traffic 
and the morals of the peopl-e. It can even 
stop gambling, if necessary. 

The CHAIHMA::\ : Order ! Will the hon. 
me!Tiber connect his remarks with the 
·amendment? 

Mr. WARREN: The amendment has been 
!!loved for a certain purpose. Already there 
:is power in the Bill for the Greater City 

Council to. institute a milk supply or estab
lish abattoirs. The Home Secretary must 
admit that. l want to know whv the amend
ment is necessarv. \Ye all adrnit that the 
council must have pm\er to control the 
health of the commumtv. and it is no use 
gi,~ing the cDuncil gr2at~ powers unless ]t is 
giYPn such pov;,~ers in connection with the 
health of the communitv. This amendment 
really constitutes a direction to the future 
council. The work will be performed better 
and cheaper under t-he scheme that we ha .-e 
been adYocating and that tho Govern1nent 
ha.-c been udvocating; but I must admit 
that the GoYcrnment have not been quite 
honest in advocating our scheme of co-opera
tion. They do not want it, but we want to 
gi ,-o it a trirrl. The system that we desire 
to establish will not put one penny more in 
the pockets of the producers, nor take one 
penny out of the pockets of the consumers. 
lt. is not intended lw a s:vstem of co-operative 
distribution to make any profit at all. 

Previouslv I mentioned that the butter 
factories v:ore I!Dt established for the pur
pose of nnking profits, and. if the producers 
were, allmYed to establish abattoir- and insti
tute a milk supply undc•r a central distribu-
tion scheme. it would not be for the pur
pose of making profits. r ndcr a scheme of 
co-operative distribution it should be the 
object of the Government and the people 
concern"d to do all t.hcv can to assist in 
the production and distribution of those 
articlh of food. T do not see any necessity 
for the amendment, as I contend ample 
powero arc granted in danso 35, and, as the 
amendment will not improve the measure, I 
hope the Home Secretary will not accept it-. 

The IIO:\I.E SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jfount Jforgan): I want to explain 
why I propose to acr:ept the amendment. I 
intended that the Bill should giYc· power to 
the GrcatPr Citv Counctl to deal with these 
matters. Hon. 1-l1embers know that discussions 
have taken place in the meetings of the 
Bri,Jbane Citv Council as to the immediate 
1wccssity for· establishing abattoirs. 

:\h. KELSO: The Premier turned the scheme 
down. 

The HO:\TE SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentlemen v.-ho have spoke11 ha.-e indicated 
dearly that they have no objection to 
abattoirs being made a n1nru'cipal function. 
thereforP there c;tn be no hann in mak:ing 
the position elearer so that there will be 
no doubt about the matter. 

:Mr. SrzER: That is a matter of opinion. 

The UO:\lE SECRETARY: The intention 
of the Bill is to c;iYc power to the Greater 
Brisbane Council to move in the direction 
indicatccl. ancl the acceptance of the amend
ment v:ill convcv t-hat nDt on! Y to the Bris
bane Citv Council but to those who may be 
in donbt." This dcbat3 has not. been directed 
against the construction of municipal abat
toirs. but has centred round a proposition 
fwm the cattlegrowers. who ha.-e some 
schen1c for proYiding pure 111('8. t for the 
peop]p of Brisbane. There is nothing in the 
amendment that will prevent the ('attle
gro\Yers from furthering their ~chcme, but 
it will give definite authority. 

Mr. iYAr,BEK: It will destroy th0ir -·cheme 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Not at all, 

The debate on this Bill has 1woved conch;: 
sivelv that members of the Opposition ar" 
susp!('ious of the men who will constitute 
the Greater Brisbane Council. I have no· 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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such susptcions. I believe that the people 
will f~xtTcjse the c" :1mc Intelligence 111 electing 
representatives to the Greater Brisban{~ 
Council as they exorcise in electing n1Cn1bers 
of Parliament. 

I take it ih·•t. if the Greater 
Conncil is pos~e;;.secl of th0 po•,, er 
with the problcr:1. th,, man.v that 
; re in tbc air to~da:T for a <'o-operativo 
d[orl on ihe part of the• caitlc-g;·owcrs. th~ 
Uovt>rnnH·nt. the Bri,:;;ba11c City Counc:1L or 
<Jr~yone dsl', ·will rccciv<' ju~t · con~idcrc~.tion 
frmn thL' rncn1b0r" who ·will forn1 the 
C:rcate1~ Brislw;lf' Council. Th :t~:' is ::othing 
i1_~ the Bi!l ilH!.1 in any •";·av affc•cts t}v~ po~i
iion. It lTI('L!]~~ {~cflne~ that :he Grc_utf'r Bris
bane Conncil 'will have th' pmY rs tJ-.ct it 
w.- ori ~-iLall· j~1t0rdt1 d 1t should haY£', It 
"ill nlso convP~' to the Brisbane Cit~,- fioune·l 

d0ar in,_iic;ttlon tlwl the gr n'tcr Lad·, 
that \Yill com"' illt8 cxist-·ncc, in Ft•bnwr' 
n.~.·xt wjll bf1 ehu.l'~C'd 'lvith this J'c 'jlonc.:ibiJit:y:. 
1 he C1t:- Council to-da~· can proceed cilong 

line.:; of inYf .:;tigat:o!1S which vrill be 
ady•nt lgL' to the grciJiJ'r anthorit:r. 

The debate has < cntrul ,\rotl'Jcl v·h thc.'r 
the amendnH:.-nt a jus.ti!u1.blP one, but 
a~·onnd -~·;hE'th0r ii· T,\·111 int •rfcre \Yith sorrlf' 
projcr:t of .mne oHtsid{· hody. The hoP. 
P 1 t rnlH'r ·h·> just H'snmrd. his ;;c~t statPd 
1 hat thr~ T:ill a hettd.v giT. ('<:'. the Cotmcil 
<:nthmit:· to coL-idcr th ·-'e qLlC,iions if the\· 
~~: th_'"·ire. Tlw Y 1rlous clatFC'S axe bro ·d 
( .. on!Yh ~o C'1l:.ll.r" thni i·hc p··or1l1..' ex:t1 I jsing 
this bread fra:.chisP-a fr:Jnchi:-:::' r<'!LHtl to 
iLnt on v ltich -, c rlc~et 1;~pr0st:.ciat1\·, to 
Parlirl ,wr~t-\Yill df<?t nwn ··v1th 1-.road 
0nough Yi"lion to gin: cow· iclcrntion to an; 
T l'O]lO· it ion whit;b i·. j.Jar '-cl before th£'111. 
'· h(•th-~·r it be pub1iC' or rrnn~i( ivn.l abn.rtoir . .;. 

:\Ir. BELL iFar,i/!1" i: The :,mcmlment 
is e-ntirrl.v superfiuo.n·"· b·•caw-:-e ~h~~ po·v,·cr:;; 
s·Jnght bv thr· :u:n0nclr.:..c·.it m·r aln,ad\' 
inclnclcd ~ 1n the gcncr~ti proyisjons of 
clause 35. 

0PPomnox 2\InmERS: HP<tr. hear 1 

~fr. BELL: The po:.:·crs under that clame 
Bre vcrv \'-'idc, and tho Greater Brisbane 
Council~ will hnvc YC'ry grrr~.t po'n~rs ir~dpcrl. 
under that g0neral provision, It i"" abso
lutely unnN'G'"'arv to specify anything in par
ticular. I woulrl like to apprcach thi' qu." ~
t:on more particnla d\· from the poir.t of 
Yiew of the P':tablisbmcnt of abattoirs. \\"p 
arc not opposed to the establishment of 
abattoirs in Brisbane or any other centre. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear. hear ~ 

Mr. BELL: The question is to th~ cJn-
t.rol they are to be csbblisherl under. 

:l\1r. ~1AX\VELL: That is 'right. :~Hen cf 
c~pericncc• mu~1 c1ral with ir. 

~Tr. BELL: This is a nuhlic nncst~o11. A. 
sub-con1mitt0e rcprPs(mting the ~.:nttle 
j..:iten~~ts of 0ueC'ns1and nlacf'd a crrta1n 
proposition hefm·e the Brishane City C HmciL 
[lnd 0xnrf~sscrl t1 wlsh to discuss the ouestio1 
'·;ith tlwir o bnthir snb-con,mittec" bnt wo 
haYP not bcc-n able to arrange a n:~eC'ting
up to the present. The City Council nnrl 
the public of rri•·hanc should 60 ful \
into both prc 11osjtion'J. Thec.:e propositioi1s 
should he nlaced bdore the pconlo o~ 
Brishano. Thcv woul<l eh en b0 n blo t~ 
judge the n11 rits of the propo4a,l C'Yolvcd 
hv the :;.tocko-wncrs of i.~ne>·-,n,..l£1:nd. \Ye 
Lhcvt to the nndae ho•tc rlispla,-cd by tht• 
Cit-; C'onnc~l. It is :_, d"rin~· council. It h1s 
c·nlv a En1itr-rl pcrio~1 to C'Dl'Y",' ont its 
fl-,r.dions, ~·et it is :-ndcn.vnl1T1rg- to ~t t thr"' 
Con·t·r,ment to rush icgislation th>·ough 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

Parlian1cnt \Vitbout gi,~ing duo ~onsideration 
i" i he. pro12osition that has been placoct 
bdoro .rt. VIe marnta~n that the co-opprative 
proposition 1~ very fau and gPIH'rous to the 
P.<·op!c of Brisbane. It is the larger proposi
twn of the two. because it ombracps other" 
orras in f>ucensland. and 1Yould rrot only 
f3[~p the peop]p of Brisbane fU~t a hcttor 
fll1Pl1~Y. of beef ::,l•.u!lhtored under hygicni~ 
condtttons. but would deal also with the 
f'J"ibilitir;s of r :tablisbino; an export trade 
,. ;th the Southern States and oyerwas-

·~ It \Youl:d he an absolute wast: of InoncJ. 
11 nhnttnus v.-crP f'onstrud<'a '"1thont thnsf'· 
two factors being taken into c,n:.sidcration. 
\Ye also co·1tcnd that thoro arc quite suffi
CH r:;.t n1onhYoi·ks in Que-Pnsland to-dav and 
that one o: tho6c y;orks could he acquif~d for 

iho purposC>, Such works must 
[12 noon] nocnsariJy bo on the sea-front to 

•"nnbk us' to cope with the over. 
scns C'\:port tradP. In try(ng to hasten thjg 
m.,tt(•r the' B~·i,bn.nc Cit-v Council arc foist· 
in;; on the ir_roining ~ CrPatcr Brisbane 
({lnncil son1ctl1ing oYer which thcv haYO no 
say.. allCl over which the electors "ha vc had' 
no '":-'· It is very unseemly for the City 
Council to display this haste. \Ye arc also 
rnthcr StFnicious as to the forces behind' 
this moycniC'nt, because ''7 0 find 111 a 
r0portc-·d intC'l'\ iP\V b"tWPcn the Prcruier and 
the rr prescnbtivcs of the Cit- Council this 
was aid- u 

"Tt \YI"S poinicd ouf to the Premier. 
on brh:11f of the municipal representa
tin•-,. that a, great clcal of inforrna,tion 
had Lccn collected bv the Council and' 
by \k!crman \V, R, .. C:rampion in con
nt·ctifln 1.vith the working of abattoirs, 
[ln(\. a8 th" Lahonr C:1nrus wa <, ln favour 
oi a municipal schcn1c b:•in~ adopted. it 
\YRS hcncd to inalL'Tnrnte the Council'R 
JHoposa! before very long." 

Th·. t is one of the reasons wh:<· we object 
to n l)at1oirs under n1unici11al ('Onh·ol. because 
the• re ar oni ic!e forccc and coni rol to he· 
cc~n,id0rcd if an3 such action is taken. 

Thr-rP arc hvo sPctions of thP community
in Qneensland to-day who cannot pass on 
t lw increaoscd cost of production-the pro
durf'r and tbe consunlf'l'. I cannot imagine 
that any ro-oprratiYc nndr-rtaking 'vhich 
ccneNw· the intcrL'-ts of both thc,c sections 
can be othcl· thun of scrvjro and advantage 
to the community gen0rally. Thi; industry 
is one of the few industries that has no' 
form of co.oporative action at present. 

Tn drn1Ying: u~1 this srhcnH~ I g-ave every 
coosidcra i ion to the ini eresb of all con
cerned. Provision was made for adequate 
representation on the Yarious boards of the 
Goycrnmcnt. the consumer thrnn!l'h the locai 
auihority, and the producer. The producer 
was to have threE' representatives, the Go· 
ycrnment one, and tlw cnnsnmers or local 
nnthoritv one. That would be a big enough 
board, ~ncl, taking into considera-tion the 
large interests that would b0 nnrler ib 
control. it would he a YCrY fair board, 

1\lr. 1IARTLEY: \V onld YOU divide the Pro· 
ftts among those ropresen'tatives on the srmre 
principle? 

2\,Ir, JlELL: In dividing the profits we 
hope that by having local killings we 5ha!l 
be able to cut down the operative costs, .and 
the benrftt would be handed on to the public. 

Tho CHAIR::\IAX: Order ! The hon. 
mombm is getting away from the qu<·stion_ 
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:Vh., BELL: I am merely trying to point 
out now thi~ proposed amendment will 
affect tlh' 'lbattoirs question. Tlw abattoirs 
qnestioh lar~:l'ly nfft•c( .. the cost of the food 
of the pcopJc. of the cities. 

:\fr. HmTLEY: ruder a municipal scheme 
the JWOple would g·et the profits as well as 
the benefit of good meat. 

::\1r. BELL: The hon. member sa vs that, 
lmt '' e ab ays fmd that any increa~ed cost 
is halldcd back to the produc0r. These (" o 
sections arc the ~an1e, and thL'ir intrn-::ts are 
idP11ticaL ..:\ny srhcrno that r-,cts out to 
eliminotc the distributing and handling cost 
i•- of bem•fit to the consumer and the pro
due< r. 

l '\cn1d like to tako this opportunit; of 
cxplnining bricfl,v -.>:-hat tho co-operati,.-, 'rro-
JlO:'.<d lH•ran ,,_ nnfori_nnntoly: thPrc 
appcnr:-:; to f"Ol1lo cloul1t in sotYtP minds. 
T mu:ti, n this be, a use tho rnavor of This
fJ. n~. who 1\dS rhainnan of the abattoir-;:; 
:nb-eo~1ln::.ittC'P. rPfcrn d to the propo~al put 
forward by the producin~ intere"h a" a 
mon~i rous on<~. ~\ls.o, in ~0mc nli!lds, there 
ar•nr 1l'S to ],,, an rdC'a that the producers 
wi<h i o g 't a bmlute control of the local dis
r:ribt<tion, 1vhirh is C'ntircly untrue. Briefly, 
the nropoeition is this: 1;vo intended to 
Gnnn~c t!H' scheme bv a ]evv on the stock 
intorPsts of the State, excluding the small 
intr•rc·sts-thosc who own ], thnn 100 
cattle' or 5L2 cheep-so that the schemce \Yould 
be financed by th.o industry itself. vVo were 
nC't appealing to the Gon>rnmont for any 
1\nnncin 1 assistnnco whatever. The onlv 
thing that the stock intcreets hoped to get 
was continuih~ of oper~::ttions in ~ort.h 
Oueenshmd, C~ntr? I Queensland, and South 
Queensland. If a brrttoirs were established in 
those three centre~. it \YonJd give increased 
cnlp1oyr;1C'nt. and if the sea.son ,,~n,s a good 
one we eould have increa' n,d the members of 
the staff and carried on an inter.<tate and 
C'X)'ort trade as well. I am afraid that under 
a municipal selwme those controlling the 
abattoirs would lw largPl:v concerned with 
loco] supplie" and local distribution. 'Cnder 
the proposal put forward b:v the stock 
lnir-n,"'t;;; h-·cal C'onsutners vyou1d not have to 
pay anr incrcaeed price. \ll that th~ stork 
intuesb; hopNI to get was a cut in the 
opcr ·tin go costs. The public interests would 
b0 :ulequately protectC'd, bec<'nse it would 
bo the dui,. of the citv council to see that 
the i,1teresb of the co.nsuming peonlc were 
c,·nscnPd. The Government and the local 
authorities would have representation on the 
board. and they would SNl that the con
!'.nrnf'r-,' intf'rC'St~ \V('ro an1ply conserved. No 
hoard c<Oulrl do anything thot would be 
deh·imcnhl to the interests of the consumers, 
bf'can.:.:C' -yn~ haY(' a Comn1issloncr of Pric:P..;, 
and th0 Government of the dav would have 
power to step in and a<'quirc ·the v:orks if 
they were operated unfairly·. The sche'Yle is a 
big- one, and. if established. it. .would be of 
~T("nt b-~ncfit in ~tabili-ing the i11du:sh·~-· and 
in givin~: C''llploy·ment thro~r,ghout Qu,.ens1and. 
I do not think it is ncccssarv for m0 to go 
further into the qrwstion at this stago. but' I 
~J,oticnd ;:csterday that the city council asked 

•>'-.LH, "' f.:,lH\J <-ttl(t~t; ..::llJ a(!!UU[Jt, Up 

ro £5(~.000 to enable it to cJ·,•cL abattoirs. : 
think th< Premier· did the onl~r thing he 
possiblv cmrld do under the ci1·cumstances, 
when he refused to gTant th~ request of the 
rounril, hPcanse it is v dying body. and it 
would mean the establishment of the industry 

by tho JlrPSC'nt city council, who would then 
hand it on to the Grcat~;r :Brisbane Council, 
IYhil'h \vonld hrtvt> had no sa~.T as to whether 
it -...,-,-ished to carrv out ~uch ~ klChcmc or not. 
I do cbim that t.'Jw question was approached 
by the sto<·k intNcsts in the broadest and 
most g'Plwrous spirit. They off(~r0d to the 
pco'>lc o·' Brisllltnc and the othor two centres 
f acilit if'~ 1 o have their meat slaur;htprcd 
und(•l' lJ~-gicr1iD c•mditionp at no cost to 
th0ms0l\'c' ~. l'hnt ,-.,-a.s a most generous pro
posal. 

:\Ir. FHY (Kurilp<t): The Minister has 
~:iYPn good l'P::t:':ons vv}n: \n~ should not vote 
fnr t',e am<mdmcnt. Ho · ays that the power 
is a1rr :tdy provided in the Bill, and we, as 
a Padicrmont, should •accept the hon. gentle
Tnan's statPm('llt as beh1p; the end. of it. If 
ho w<>re intNostcd in his Bill, he should 
not accept the amendment. Ho \\ould not 
nc,:;cpt a si1nilar amondn1c-nt in regard to 
the men at P"'''"nt employed by the vari
ous local ~uthor}ties bPcauAc, hC' said. pro
vision had been made for it in the Bill. 

At 12.10 p.m., 
},lr. GLEDSON (Jps'niclt ), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

J',Ir. FRY: \Yhon a similar occasion now 
~ni~·E'S he \~,-niyo his objections and accepts 
tho amendment. I stand for the principle of 
co-operJtion as against municipalisation or 
Goyernment control of industry. We know 
that grer t los~c·s have taken place in con
nection "ith Government cntcrpris0s. 'rhe 
politic'll infhwnce exerted is so great as to 
force the hands of those who arc controlling 
the industry and break down the efficiency 
of Ol'!''lni·,ation. It is due to this fact that 
failures ha,·e taken place in State enterprises. 

·with regard to the inspection of meat, the 
alarming Aatcmcnt made by the hon. member 
for Barcno th:ct the Government know that 
nwa t charged ,,-jth tuberculosis is going into 
com3Unlptioll i<;; sufficient to warrant a. no
confidcnf'e rnot,ion against the Government 
for not dca!in<r with the matter. If the 
Goyernn,ent ar·c aw:ne that meat affected 
with tuberculosis is going into consumption, 
they arc committing a criminal offence by 
not f-:ng-aging more insp('ctors and paying 
rr.ore attC'ntion to their obvious duty of 
inspecting cattle after they are killed. That 
i-; .an indictment against the Government 
which they cannot ignore. If it is not a fact 
that meat charged. with tuberculosis is going 
into condumption, then it is a reflection on 
the inspectors for unjustly condemning the 
meat. If we take the .Minister's statement 
that the matter has been provided for and 
that. there is suff10ient power under the Bill 
as it st..t11<1s to deal with this matter, then 
we must come to the conclusion that this 
amendment is only being- moved for political 
or electioneering purpos~s. 

There is nothing more important to the
,. cl£a1'e of our community than pure food. 
Food impcction should be very rigidly 
c:trried out, but whether the Government are
.i ustifwd in takiJJg over the cost of the 
structure in which the crttlc arc slaughterc<:l 
is another thing. The GovPrn1nrmt, h:~liPVtl. 
Jll f'U-operHnon In conncctJon with agricu: 
ture, fruitgrowing, and marketing, and it 
i,; "'sential that fruit should be inspected 
a,; well as meat. Is it not .a fact that fruit 
may disseminate as much disease as meat? 
Why is there such a loud cry made about 
meat and not about fruit? A child who 

l'rh .. Pry.] 
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goes into a shop and buys an apple, in con
suming the apple may absorb the germs of 
such dis0ascs as tuberculosis, nhthisis. diph· 
theri,1, or typhoid fever. All these things 
may be on the apple which is bought in 
the shop. 

Mr. FARRELL: That applies to pretty well 
P-Verything. 

JYir. FRY: Of cours0, aDd I am pointing 
that out. The Minister says ihat the council 
has the ncct·-sary power to do this; yet we 
arc asked to pass an amendment to duplicate 
something which is already in tlHe Bill. That. 
is one reason whv the Minister should 
not accept the a]nen.dment-not because it is 
not necessary, but because the power a~read' 
is in the Bill. 'l'he hon. member for \Ymdsor 
in his policy speech at the last St~te election 
advocated the prection of .abattous. so that 
we are not oppose-d to the establishment of 
abattoir;;. 

Mr. WRTGHl': Did he advo:atc municipal 
control? 

Mr. FHY: He advocated State abattoirs. 
''' c are not opposed to the c'tabli,hmont of 
abattoirs, but \VC say-at any rate, I f-ay
that the ::;Iinister should not he so fepb]c as 
to accept an an1endmcnt whieh i:'. going to 
duplicate a. provision in the Bill. 

The llm\;E SECHETARY: It is an intimation 
tc the council that tho powers arc there. 

Mr. FRY: That is all rig-ht. bul the 
Minister told the House that h. >Yas going 
to leave the control of the affairs of Bris
bane to the members of the council eleeted 
by adult franchise. Arc >W doing that·: 

The Ho:m: SECRET AllY: Yes. You think it 
should be carried out by private enterprise. 

Mr. FRY: I have not said anything- of 
the kind. I said that the ampndment dupli
cates the power in the Bill, and tlwr0 is no 
need for it. The milk supply should be under 
proper supervision, t.oo, and thcr<' should be 
sufhcicnt insp0ctors fo-r the work; bnt u. 
~ase cotncs to n'ly rnind of a complaint ·which 
\Yas n1adc- about a dirty cart convoyin:,'; ~~c<H 
to the State butcher shops, bnt there \cas no 
prosecution, although prosecntio11s wcrf' 
instit.utcd in respect of carts carrying meat 
to other shops. 

The HOME SE~RE1'ARY: Anoth01· argument 
in favour of the Bill ! 

Mr. FftY: That case shows that under 
Govrrnmc11t control reports (__.1_ inspectors 
arc suppressed b0causn the GoYcnnne:.~t clo 
not want the light of day on their um{p,·. 
takings. 'i'hat. is on l'C'cord in 1 he ofEcial 
papers. So the chances arc that politieal 
influence will get to work in this case anrl 
prevent a proper execution of the duti0s of 
inspectors. I have complete ro:JfidencE• in 
the ability and integrity of in·")Wclors if they 
nre cupportcd. If t.hey know that they haYe 
the Health Department behind them. an-1 the 
Home Secretary behind the Health Depart
ment, they will do their duty without fear 
or favonr. I wisn t.o place on l'l'cord that I 
am in fayonr of the Tigid in:«]wrt.ion of milk 
and meat and of all foods. but. taking into 
consideration what the Minister has said. I 
cannot s"c that there is anv need for the 
amendment. ' 

Mr. \YRIGIIT (IJulimba): 1 do not \Yant 
to prolong the discussion on this clause 
unduly, but I claim to haYC had wmc prac
tical experience of thn meat indmtry, and 
for that reason and because the amendment 

[11.1r. Fty. 

is of suflicient importance I propose to say 
a few words. I think it is advisable to make 
provision in the Bill to give the Greater 
Brisbane Council power to e'.tablish abattoirs 
and control the milk supply of the city. I 
have had the pleasure of visiting the Sydney 
abattoirs at Homebush, and I >vas agreeably 
surprised at the way in which they arE' 
conducteJ, and the comp]etenes::; oi the 
work:::. 

The animals ar" controlled bv the 
"\battoirs Board-which is under State' con
trol-as thev arrive at thf' salcvarch frorn 
the railwa v·. The salcvards ar:c in elosl' 
}Jroxilnity 'to the abatt~irs, and when tlw 
'10ck arc yarded for sale, and before they 
P-rC' solrl, they are submitted to a keen 
nnte-rnortem examination bv the yeter
inarv officers of the Ab;{ttoin Board. 
Afte'r the sale, they arc taken to dif
ferent resting paddocks until they reach 
lhe slaughtering floor. On the slaughtering 
floor qu<tlified inspectors carefully examine 
m·ery carc·Jse and brand it if they are satis
fied that it is free from diwase. 'Under the 
State control of llb.1ttoir8, SyrJn,,-· is abso· 
lutely assured of a meat supply "·hich is 
twrfectly pure and ''holesomc, and rhere 
appears to be no possibility of S:. dncy people 
obtaining disc1scd meat while they h ·ve :1 

rigid system of inspection in vogue. The 
sarroe can be •c.aid of the beautiful abattoir, 
n1 _\.cklaide. I have alRo had 1nnch pleasure 
in seeing thosf' abattnirs. 

1\Ir. ~IAX\VELL: There are others. 
Mr. \'\"RIGHT: Yes. The hoE. mt'mbcr 

fm Murillu has evidently had that pleasure 
1 oo, as in his speech ye<;:;terclu~v he n1ade ~onH! 
reference to t 11P Adelaide abattoir'. 1 heir 
e; stem of distribution of meat is ab,ohtdy 
perfect. I see vpr_v littie difference h,n,·ecn 
Stat0 control ~-1nd rrHElic ·p1l co~~trnl of 
abattoirR. In Svdne",- th ~dJattoir·, arc co'J.
trolled l>v a bm~rd z.,tablisiwcl bv the State 
Go\·ernrnf•nt. but in Adelaide the ahattoir3 
a re controlled by the municipality of 
Atlc·laide. 

I rose rncrcly to make a fL'"\Y :._-en1arks in 
connr(·tion ·y ith t~e pl'C'po~al that ha::; bPen 
(lutlincd this Inorning bv the hon. JTICinlwr 
for Fassifern, snd - ;nC1t1:oned yc·3t·~l·da~-
b~,~ the hon. rncn1ber I:.lnr111a. 'Ih1 ough 
the courte~Y of the hou. u-;c,rnbPr for Fas.-:i
fc·l'n, I rC>cc'ivcd somP ti1no u.go a ~'OP"' of the 
pn)posal by the United Gn!/iors and Stoc1\:-

0\"'';ners to co-operate and establish n1cat"\York.; 
r,ncl abattoiPs. I am satisfied th:tt. w<c could 
Le- a~sured of a pure n1c:tt .~.upplv under :3-uch 
a. scheme, as I believe '' e cOuld ar an go 
fol' the inspection to be so rig1d as t0 lcav1 
no loophole for any disO<:lsPd meat t·oin~; 
into con5umption in the suburbs of BYi~ 1Jan(-. 
The ~upply of pure meat is a n1o;;:.t inlpdrtanL 
ln~tter, but there js another ~.cction of thP 
industrv which I think hon. member' oppo
~ite ·will acknowledge is the nros1· hlCJ'atlve 
,,jcJc of the industrv. "nd that is the bc·
n,·odncts dc"partment.. The profits from tk' 
hy-p~·odurts is t.he "'milk in the cocoanut" in 
connection with the proposal put fonvard h'" 
1-::on. members opposite. Anybody ,,-ho knlHV3 
~tnything about tho m0at indn-:;try kno·,. ~ 
lh<tt. the profits are largcl~· mcrle ont of 
by-prodnC'ts, and hon. gentlr•rrH'n oppo~1tL' 
CJUitc ren lise that bv controlling the aL::ttoir.' 
they \vlll po3~css a big lever for their schunc 
of hel)Jin[': their friendc. 

To subsi-:;ntiate m:r point T an1 going to 
quote from the Teport on the operations of 
the abattoirs at Homebush, Sydney. The 
Homebush abattoirs do not allow anything 
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but the verv best fat and hides to leave the 
abattoirs. An agreement is made with the 
butchers on the first day of every month. 
It is agreed then that so much per lb. shall 
be paid for the fat and different by
products, and t hP price is based on London 
parity. The board administering the 
abattoirs controls the whole of the by
products and the manufacture of the 
,-arious articles therefrom. 'The report, in 
dealing with the operations of the abattoirs, 
and particularly with by-products from 
::\larch, 1916, to 30th June, 1922, says-

" This section of the board's activities 
is in many r·espects the most irnportant, 
and lends itself to an expedition into 
the fields of research and developmental 
\vork of an interesting character. It is 
an CYE'r-vYidcning ayenue of industry, 
pres-enting fresh possibilities from year 
to yenr. 

" Tlw most important branch of the 
by-products depa ri mcnt is that of tallow 
manufacture. The rough fats are pur· 
<:>based bv the board from the carcase 
batchers, ·and a good mixed tallow pro
duced. This commoditv, under normal 
conditiom, finds a readv sale because 
of the uniformity of the' grade and its 
reliability generally. An inferior grade 
ie, manufactured from offal fats, whilst 
of recent years-at the request of ship
building authorities-the board has pro
duced _a special grade of tallow for ship
launchmg purposes. 

"Heads and feet of cattle slaughtered 
are also purchased by the board, and 
every portion is turn0d into a market
able commodity. Horns, hoofs, hair, 
bones. sinews. knuckles, .and hide pieces 
arc all treated and sold for various pur· 
poses. The growth of the prt\ducts of 
thi~ department, both in quantity and 
Yalue. has been remarkable during the 
past few years." 

The growth of the value of the by-products 
IS shown by the following figures :-

1917 
1913 
1919 
1920 
1921 

£ 
73,974 

159,913 
266,993 
424.799 
227,165 

If 1hc proposal of the United Graziers and 
Stod~o\Yners' Association \vas agreed. to, this 
:very Yaluable portion of the business would 
pass out of the control of the people of this 
State. It is a most Yaluable side line, and 
Js more Yaluablc than the meat itself so 
far as profi~ arc concerned. 

Thr, hon. member for Fassifcrn. in out
lining his propo:;:a} this n1orning, made 
reference to tlw fact that the alternative 
scheme "·as a white elephant. I want brioflv 
to show the contrast as revealed bv the 
operations of the• Homcbush abattoirs.' The 
annual <'Pt prdits realised on the Ol""·ations 
of the b"" re! since the time of the establish
ment of thP abattoirs are-

1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

1924-5 E 

Total 

£ 
41.662 
67,227 
40,941 
58,394 
7,685 

34.052 
54,619 

£304,580 

The vear 1920-21 was following the great 
drought. 

Mr. MooRE: To whom did the profits 
belong-the producer or the consumer? 

Mr. WRIGHT: A large proportion of the 
profits was gained from the treatment of 
the by-products. That is the "milk in the· 
;ocoanut" so far as the scheme proposed by 
l!on. membC'rs opposite is concerned. It i~ 
another method by which they will attempt 

to gull the people of this State, 
[12.30 p.m.] by putting forwa,rd a fJroposal to 

establish co-operative abattoirs
and a pure supply of meat to the community 
of Brisbane. I do not doubt for one moment 
that '"" could gf't a pure supply of meat, 
bc•cnu..,e \VC could 1nake the inspection so
rigid that the snppl:· could not be otherwiee 
than pure; but the State would lo<e the 
by-products of the meat to the extent I have 
outlined. 

OPPOSITION interjections. 
Mr. \VRICHT: It is useless for hon. 

n1en1bers to intf'rject. They said nothing 
about by-products wlwn speaking. \Yhen the 
!:on. member for Fitzrov asked how the· 
profits would be di,, ided,' the hon. member 
for Fassifern "Pry wisely kPpt silent. 

Mr. S1zr:n: Ko, he replied. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I am satisfied that the
question of the control of abattoirs i> not 
one for the producers of cattle in the State 
only. It should be managed by men w!w are 
ren,·esentati' cs of the people. 

Mr. l\IOORE: Do van not think that a 
man engaged in an i'ndustey should g·et the· 
full profit oi hi3 lalHnn· ~· 

:Wr. WRIGHT: Yes. (Opposition laugh .. 
ter.) Hon. members opposite talk glibly 
about the cor:trol of abattoirs and a 
pure milk supply. but they want to· 
get control of the abattoirs and keep 
all !he profit for their friC'nds. Hon. 
rr.o'mbers opposite admit theY ar<' out to help 
the cattle-ow1wrs of this State. Thev cannot 
hdp the cattle-owners of this Stat~ in the
matter of local con~un1ption of n1eat. unless 
they increase the price of meat. 

J'tlr. KERR: ·what about the export of 
lit CUt? 

Mr. IYRIGHT: Hon. members opposite· 
l'a ve more than the,. can do to est a '•lish 
their export trade no\v. 

1\lr. KERR: \Yhy? 
'-\fr. IYRIGHT: Ask the hon. membe1· for 

Fassifcrn. Hon. mP1nbcr~ opposite caunot 
benefit the cattle-owners of this State b,- con
trolling abattoirs nnlt~s.-; the:v increa~c the· 
vrice of n1eat to th,~ loca.l consurners 

l'.Lr. SrzER: \Ye would reduce the price of 
rneat to thC' loc~l consumer. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: That. is an argLJment the 
hon. member mav r;dyancr. but I CCd1not 

'ee how it can be clone. Tf hon. nw1·1bers 
want to be'Jefit their cattlc-mn1er friends, 
Clnd the main sourcP of revenue is \./ come 
from local conwmr;rs. thP J'l'iee of the com
nwdity must be n iscd. That is tlw " nlgffCl' 
in the woodpile" or the "milk in the 
ro<'oanut." 1-Ion. rnembers opposit0 ·want 
their friends to <:>ontrol the abattoirs for that 
reason. 

At 12.35 p.m., 
The CHAIR'tAX resumed th2 chair. 
Mr. SIZER (Sani!oatc): The hon. mem

ber for Bulimba -does not realise the object 

Mr. Sizcr.J 
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of the scheme, which is to keep our meat
works going throughout the year <:nd to find 
a market for all meat and by-products. By 
co-operative action \Ve hope to e•,bblish both 
an exporL tra-de and cheap local trade. 

Jllfr. \VRWHT: Theru is nothing to pr2vent 
-that being brought about bv the scheme 
proposed by the GoYernment. 

Mr. SIZER : That is so, but I am not in 
favour of municipal control. I believe the 
~·1on. rnmnbcr for Fitzroy n1isconstrued a 
remark I made this morning, which he 
evidently considered a reflection on his per
sonal character. Evidently the hon. member 
construed my remarks to indicate that he 
•was getting money by dishonest methods. 
Let me assure the hon. memb'r and members 
<>f the Committee that nothing was further 
from my mind. While I do not often agree 
with the hon. member, I have always recog
nised that he is as sincere and honest in his 
-convictions as any member of this Com
mit-tee. I am equally satisfied that he is 
totally wrong in his viewpoint in regard to 
the milk supply of Brisbane. He said that 
the milk is about thirty-six hours old before 
it is delivered in Bri;bane. That is abso
'lutely in0orrect. 

Mr. I-lABTLEY: From twentv-four to thirty-
£ix hours old. " 

Mr. SIZER: Under the Wellingron 
£cheme, which the hon. member supported, 
immediately the· municipality took control 
.of the milk supply, as reported to the Vic
torian Government by Dr. Stanley Argyle 
in 1922, the cold milk was forty-eight hour• 
tto sixty-four hours old before It was delivered, 
where''" before the milk supply was taken 
over by the municipality the cold milk was 
-only twenty-four hours to thirty hours old 
'before it was delivered. Dr. Argyle went 
further, and stated that neither the farmers 
,the distributors, nor the consumers wer~ 
satisfied in any shape or form. Let me tell 
the hon. member that hot milk is supplied 
to the consumers in Brisbane six hours after 
i:t is milked by the dairyman. Then the 
cold miik-which we know as country milk
is delivered on an average of from twelve 
to twenty-four hours after it has been milked. 
That. is the minimum and the maximum 
which gives an average of about eightee~ 
'hours after milking. Municipal control or 
farmers'. control is the que,tion, and the 
. authonlles will never be able by regulation 
to overcome the difficulty until they enter 
into a scheme which will protect the milk 
after it lt•a ves the vendor until it actually 
gets into the hands of the consumer. That 
can only be brought ;. bout lw a farmers' 
co-operative scheme and the adoption of the 
bottling system. Hon. members ha Ye argued 
that under a bottling scheme the price would 
be increasc;d. Let me tell hon. members that 
in son1c towns in An1erica, under a ~rystem 
.of municipal inspection and the licensi'ng of 
dairymen and vendors, they have the most 
up-to-da_te and probably the purest milk 
supply m the world, and at the same time 
the milk is sold in bottles at 6d. a quart as 
against. a price of Se!. a quart in Brisbane 
to-Lla:~·. That shows that by adopting an 
up-to-date method of farmers' co-operative 
control we could have a hygienic system and 
at the same time give the public pure milk 
at. a c~eaper price than is charged at present. 

Mr. HAR'l'LEY (Fitzroy): The question is 
not whether proprietary ownership of abat
toirs could do the business or whether muni-

(Mr. Sizer. 

cipal ownership could do it. The point I 
take is that, when the people own and con 
trol their meat supplv and milk supplv, thev 
will have the best system for giving· to the 
consumer the article in its purest and most 
wholesome form, and there will be no incen
tive, as there might be under proprietary 
ownership, to resort. to improper practices 
which might deteriorate the article. That 
is the reason why I support the amendment, 
which embodies the principle of the control 
of the milk supply by the municipal authori
tws. 

I was glad to hear the hon. member for 
Sandgate say t-hat he had no intention of 
implying anything improper \Yhen he men
tioned that I would gd money easily if I 
could. Like anybody else, if I could see 
£100 sticking out easily by putting £1 on a. 
horse I would do so. The question of profit 
crises in connection with private enter
prise, and then the consideration for the 
welfare of the communit-y goes to the wall. 

'l'he hon. member for Sandgate mentioned 
the milk supply which comes in from various 
places to the city. Let me point out what 
happens in regard to milk cans which are 
sent in, and probably the hon. member for 
Mm·rumba will recall instances of what I am 
saying. Take, for instance, the milk supply 
which comes to t-he various stations along 
the North Coast line. 

Mr. SrzER: Most of the milk comes from 
there . 

Mr. HARTLEY: The train service is such 
that only the milk from cows which are 
milked about 5.30 a.m. can be sent, as it 
has to be at the station at a litt-le after 6 
a.m. 

Mr. SrzER: They can get a train at 7 a.m. 
Mr. HAR'l'LEY: At a number of outside 

places, such as Burpengary, Caboolture, and 
places further out, and particularly places 
on the \Voodford line, they cannot get a 
train unt-il late in the afternoon, and the 
milk will not got into town early enough for 
distribution that day. 

Mr. SrzER: They get a midday train and 
a train at 5 p.m. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Bear in mind that milk 
sent in the midday train is the milk of cows 
\Yhich have been milked at 5 a.m. 

J\.lr. SIZER : You are wrong . 

Mr. HAR'l'LEY: Selectors living 5 or 6 
miles from t-he railway station are not able 
to make milk deliveries to the stations 
eurJicr. 

JHr. SrzER: You are wrong. 

Mr. HARTLI<~Y: I know that IS right. 
I have made inquiries and found out how 
the ntilk comes in. There may be one or two 
individual cases which are different, but the 
n1ajority of caRPS are such as I have 
described. That is my authority for sa:~·ing 
that the milk is from t:wentv-four to thirtv
six hours old before it is delivered. It ·is 
mi!h,d ot 5 a.m., and a lot of it does not 
get into cold storage here until 2 p.m. or 
3 p.m. in the .afternoon, or it comes by t-he 
5 p. m. tmin, when it is probably too late 
for the evemng delivery and is delivered 
next morning. That is how a good deal of 
the contamination of the milk supply is 
brought about. I do not think the amend 
ment will affect in any particular the 
interests of the dairy far:mers who supply 
milk. I believe they will get just as good, 
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or "- better return from the municipal con
trol of milk supply. as they do by sending 
their milk into consumption through the dis
tributing companies. The cost. of distribut
ing milk would be less if the business -.vere 
.controlled by one central authority like the 
City Council than it '' ould be if controlled 
. by half a dozen distributing companies. 
Under municipal control the producers would 
receive the monev which would he saved bv 
the les,cr cost o'f distribution as compare~! 
with the cost under the distributing com
panies. I am satisfied that a municipal 
supply w11l give to the dairyman a better 
return for his milk, because there will be 
no incentive to make big profits but merely 
to cover overhead costs. 

::Yir. MAXWELL ('I'oowono) : I do not 
want to cloud the issue as to the municipal 
.control of abattoirs, but I want to explain 
just exactly "·here I stand on the question 
of municipal enterprise. I am in favour 
·•Jf abattoirs, but I am certainly opposed 
lo ;,;iving the municipality control of any
thing that can be dealt with by private 
enterprise. \Ye have had such bitter experi
ence of State enterprise that it is absolutelv 
suicidal for any Government to recommend 
ihat a municipal council should p;o in for a 
scheme such as this. Do the Government 
want to unload some of their butcher shops 
<Jn the municipality? It has been said by 
hon. members opposite that the Greater 
Brisbane Council could control abattoirs 
such as those at Sydney and Adelaide. I 
ba1·e seen those at Adelaide, and I know 
they are controlled under absolutely different 
conditions, hecauee here they wouid be sub
ject to political influence if we have a con
tinuance of the conditions which obtain to
-day. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: That is your nightmare. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I have observed the 
trend of thinge gcnerallv. Hon. members 
opposite are trying to achieve their objec
tive of the socialisation of industry, and this 
is one of the steps by which they hope to 
accomplish it. I shall certainly raise my 
voir:P against .such control, because, as I said 
at the outset, we have had the bitterest 
-experience any State could have of State 
ente1prise. 

I object also to the method bv which this 
echeme has been brought bcfo•·e the public. 
To me it is one of thf' dirtiest jobs ever 
p<'rpctratNl. I am not attributing anything 
to the hon. rncmh<?r who introduced the 
amendment or to the Gon·rnment. I want 
to draw the attention of the Committee, to 
the method by which the Australian Meat 
Industry Employees' Union brought this 
matter before the people of Brisbane. They 
did eo by saying that they were consuming 
cance-rous and tuberrular meat, and r;lising 
the cry that it was the result of the control 
of the industry by private enterprise. 

:Mr. HARTLEY: How do you make out that 
it is one of the ·dirtiest jobs ever perpe
trated• 

:\11-. ::\IL\X\VELL: It is a dirty job to 
fril!htcn the people into anything like this, 
m" king them believe that people engaged in 
nrivaie enterprise are pr0pared to sell their 
bodic·' and souls for pounds, shillings, and 
pence, and to sacrifice the unfortunate con· 
sumors in the community. I have a greater 
opinion of those people than that. Perhaps 
the environment of some of the hon. mem-

hers who are interjecting may lead them to 
a different conclusion. I was not at all sur
lH~sed nt the :yrinister accepting the amend~ 
ment nm·,,cl bv the hon. member for 
Merthyr. but the' most agroP'tble surprise to 
me would be to see the Minister accepting 
an amendment from this side . 

::\11·. FARRELL: It would be a surprise. 
::VIr. ::\IAXWELL: We know that. What 

wrt of a charge was made by the Australian 
:\feat Industry Employees' union against 
th<> Department of Agriculture and the 
Department of Public Health in connection 
with meat and milk distribution? Those 
departmf>nts have their inspectors out doing 
iheir work. I hm·e heard hon. members sav 
that Melbourne and Adelaide have a verv 
fine syste-m of meat supply. and people have 
stded that better meat could not be obtained 
11nder any other system. The Southern people 
have sta.ted that the best of their meat comes 
from Queensland. The other day the hon. 
member for Mm·illa sent -down a number of 
Queensland cattle to be slaughtered in the 
South and secured wonderful p-rices, which 
proves the quality of the beasts. It is a 
most lamentable condition of <1ffairs to 
fmd a, certain section of men who are pre
pared to sacrifice decent men in Govern
ment departments who are doing their 
inspection work faithfully, to traduce men 
in business, and stampe,de the people bv 
making them believe that they are eating 
cancerous and tubercular meat. That w,as 
onp of the dirtiest jobs that could have been 
perpetrated, and I as a member of Parlia
ment am not going to assist those people to 
accomplish what they desire. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What do-es the hon. gentle
man mean by "dirty job"? 

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a contemptible 
act for this body to tell the people that 
cancerous and tubercular meat is being dis· 
tribul ed in the suburbs of Brisbane under 
Gm·ernment inspection. \Vould the inspec
tion under ml!nicipal control be any better 
than the inspection under Government 
control? 

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: That does not say much 
for the Government. The Department of 
Agriculture have their inspectors doing this 
inspection work, and I have more faith in 
them than I have in those persons who ,are 
prepared to sacrifice a, number of ·decent men 
who are carrying out their work faithfully. 

Mr. BvLCOCK : When did the hon. gentle· 
mc.n become an authority on meat 
inspection? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not saying that 
I am ,an authority on meat inspection. 

::Y1r. BvLCOCK: How does the hon. gentle
man know that cancerous or tubercular meat 
is not going into eonsum ption? 

1\Ir. MAXWEL.L: I have sufficient faith 
in the Government inspectors. 

:vrr. BvLrocrc: Did the hon. gentleman see 
where a butcheJ' the other dav wa·s fined for 

'having tubercular meat hanging in his shop? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not say that th<1t 
nid not occur, but it only shows that the 
Government inspectors .are doing their duty 
by instituting prosecutions, and are alive to 
the interests of the people. I have heard 
some hon. members of experience say that at 
times it is difficult to pick out a healthy 
animal. 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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~Ir. BuLCOCK: The hon. gentleman knows 
that supenision at the 11resent time is abso
lutPly impossible. 

Mr. ~IAX\YELL: The method by which 
the questioa of abattoirs came into promin
ence was that adopted by certain persons 
who attempted to stampe·de the people, and 
then the Brisbane Citv Council sent a dele
gation to Adelaide ·for the purpose of 
i11specting the abattoirs there. 

iilr. BncoCK: \Yhat did the hon. member 
for ::\Iurilla sa v about the Adelaide abattoirs? 
He mid that· they were the most perfect 
abattoirs in Australia. 

::\lr. ::\IAX\YELL: I think so too. The 
hon. gemlemar, \vas not in this Chamber 
when I made a statement to that effect, and 
when I pointed out that the conditions which 
would obtain in Brisbane are different from 
the conditions \vhich obtain in Adelaide. 

}lr. BrLc OCK: IY e are more favourably 
circumstanccd than they are in the other 
States. 

l.Ir. :MAXIYELL: In Queensland political 
influence \vould b,, brought to bear, and 
naturallv the candidates selected bv the other 
side fo~· seats in the Greater. Brisbane 
Council \vould be politically controlled. If 
they do not carrv out the wishes of their 
organisation, they. \Yill be tuned up. 

:Ur. HARTLEY: Tho·c \Yho politically con
trol vour side sent the delf,gation to 
LondoLn. 

:Mr. ::\IAXIYELL: \Vo ha Ye had an 
example of that political control in another 
measure which was ir>troduccd this morning. 
The GoYernment had either to introduce that 
Bill or resign. The pity of it is th>tt the 
Sccretar~- for Agriculture neYer stood up 
and contracbcted the Ebcllous statement that 
},is officers allowed beef to be placed on the 
market for human consumption that was 
supposed to be diseased. One lns only to 
read the literature of rho militant section 
c,f the L,1bour party to know what their aim 
and intentions are. This is pad of their 
scheme. That section does and says things 
which are not in accord \Yith facts and are 
1nisleading. If we cFLnnot do so here, ·we can 
tell the people that \YhateYer authority is 
nllowed to go in for such a scheme as this, 
tlw poor unfortunate ratepayers will haYe to 
r,ay for it, and Yery little results will be 
achieYed for th0 people. Jf a number of 
the· members of the Butche'S' 'Cnion arc out 
of en1ploynu:-nt. a notification ·will be seryed 
en the management of the aba troirs. 1f they 
a rE' municipal!,. controiled, and \York will 
hfl Ye to be found for those men. As proof 
d this statement, I han' only to refer to 
·what has been done b0forc. f:;ome timo ago 
a depatation of unemployed waitNl on the 
JHetropolitan \Yah•1· Supply and Se1Y•~rago 
Board. and told the t·oard that it was not 
their function to find monev first. but to find 
work. and then the mono~:. Although I do 
be lien· in a hattoirs, I do not stand for the 
contrc! of abattoirs bv the Greater Brisbane 
Council nn si1nilar lil1cs to the State onter
rrises. It is fo1· that reason I H~'ongl,\· resent 
gi,-ing the Gn!atcr Brisbane Coun(·il power 
tc control the abattoirs. 

Mr. CLAYTO:'\ (H-ide Bap): I am totally 
opposed to municipal control, especially if 
the rt•sults of State control an\ any guide. 
'Ihc results of State control ],ave been 
disastrous to this StatP, and I am inclined 
to the opinion i hrrt municipal control will 
have sin1llar rC'sults. 

iMr. 111axu:ell. 

I can give 'Ome practical ir.forma tiorL 
with regard to the milk supply. I ]+appen: 
to be responsible for the delivery of a large
<;Jllantity of milk which goes into consumption 
m Maryborough. 

There is a suggestion that milkmen should 
tender to supply the different areas in. 
the city with milk. As one who has had a 
considerable practical experience I contend 

that such a s,·heme will entail a 
[2 p.m.] tremendous amount of difficulty 

in its establishment. I do not 
,_ant to go into details, but I could gin; the 
Minister a great deal of information gained 
as a result of practical experience, which no· 
doubt would cause him to conside" seriously 
b0fore moving in the direction indicated. 

\Ye know that the control of a dairv herd 
supplying milk to a city comes undc1: three 
diffC'rcnt departments. First of all, there is. 
the Depa,rtmcnt of Agriculture and Stock, 
which ·end,, out an officer to look into the 
'anitation of the dairy and to see that the 
rhir.)man complies with the regulations. 
Then there is the Health Department, which 
ends an officer to your farm to sec that your 

cattle m·e in a healthy condition. Finally, 
there is the Home Secretary's Department, 
which has a Commissioner of Prices to see· 
that you do not make too much profit out 
of your herd. It would be in the interests 
of 'the producer and the consumer if the 
control of the milk supply for the nity were 
placed under one department_ It is detri
mental to i he health and general welfare of 
the comn1unity to have conflicting reports 
from officers of various departments. 

In the matter of abattoirs I contend that 
it would be a move in the right direction if 
they were established, not under municipal 
control, but under the co-ope,·ative control 
d those eng-aged in the industry. The pro
ducers or those Pngag-ed in the butchering· 
i ;1dustry could control the supply of meat 
to the cib much better than the munici
pality. If municipal control is going to be 
nn a pa·r with State control. we sh<Lll have 
a state of affairs existing which will not be
in the intere,ts of the consumer. Onlv the
other day when discussing the matter" with 
a Maryborough butcher that butcher pointed 
out to me that there were no less than five or 
six ·diffrrrnt slaug'hter-Yards around the city 
of :\lar~-boroug-h. If the cattle in that cJ.rea. 
cnuld a!! be slaughtered at central abattoirs 
under Government supervision, the 1neat 
could he sold at a much cheaper rate than 
is the case at nresent_ I advocate the estab-
1 l~hmcnt of s~ch a svston1 to C'ut out the 
c!iiference between what the producer r;•cPiYe& 
for hi'- n1eat and \i\'hat the consumer pays. 

'I'he questio'l of abattoin leads un to the 
question of State butcher shops. In J\Iar,v
borou!:',·h wo are not making a success in the· 
mattPr of serving tho public "Tith 111eat from 
Srate butcher shops. and the sam<' co11clition 
0f affairs will exist in the citY of Brisbrtne if 
we bring about municipal cm1trol. In Ylary
borough at the present time negotiations are 
rroceeding through a finn of eon1n1i.;;;:::ion 
ag0nts for the 11urchasc of one of onr State 
butcher shons. One of tho firms that is 
negotiating for the sale of this butcher shop 
is D. \Veir. Maryborough. (Opposition 
laughter.) Ho is neg'otiating for the purchase 
h)' a priyate individual of an existing State· 
butcher shop. and it shows that. if we are 
going to have men on that side of the 
Chamber advocating the purcha.se by private 
individuals of State butcher shops, the 
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municipal control of the supply of beef is not 
going to be the success that hon. members 
opposite say it will be. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. CLAYTOX: I am not going to dwell 
on this matter vory long. 

. Mr. CARTER: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. CLAYTOX: The hon. member for 
Port . Curtis says, " Hear, hear l" He does 
not hke a few home truths. From the few 
remarks I have made, it ''"ill be seen that 
if you bring about municipal control O! the 
milk and meat supplies, then you are goir::g 
to do somethmg that \\ill be detrimental .to 
the people of Brisbane. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): \Yhen thr' hon. 
member for Toowong addressed himself to 
the question of the establishment of abattoir· 
he, said that the statement that tubercular 
and c:ancerous rneat had .~ono into hurnan 
.c;ons~nnption in the rnetropOlitan area tvas a 
dupKablc and dastardly assertion. The hon. 
member for Toowonp· should verify the 
'latcment hefOl'e conung to this Ch '"'ber. 
His prejudice's in favom of private exploi
.tr~tio_n carry hun a"\vay and diYOl'Ce hint frorn 
lll~ Judginent, and the con.seoucnce is that 
l:u come' hero and makes state-ments vcithout 
knowing anything ot the circurnstanc.::-s of 
tlw ea"' that he sers out to discuss. He 
has challenged the assertion of the Butchers' 
L;uiou that tubercular and cancerous 
X·lPat is going into consumption. The hon. 
member <tys such is not the fact. that meat 
l~ls1wctors ·would pre\·ent such a· thing, and 
:,nat the assPl'_tion. that such n1eat is going 
n:.to constunpbon 1s an attnck on our nwat 
ir:':pec..:tor~. The hon. mo1nber doef' not know 
;Y_hat hr; i" talking about, and, furthennore, 
ltb desrre to _see _perpetuated the present 
system of pnblrc utrlrtres bPmg controlled by 
p·n·ate mdrvrcluals has earned him hc','Ond 
hr·· depth. I will tell the hon. memb~r of 
DEe case that will bear verification. It 
l>appcned not so Ycry long ago. Theru was 
a butcher in Sherwood ···ha took to his shop 
a quartel' of beef that was bad)·; tubercular 
ar.d he proceeded to cut np tl1at beef and 
n,ake 1t rnto ~ausagcs. Th~ rneat inspector 
appl ar0d on the sec no \Yhcn the quarter 
\Y::s half cnt up, and he ordered the rt~moval 
of the balance of the meat and in,titnted 

prr.):<.ccntion. ~l'ho butcher \Y;J.S sr~vcrely 
pennhs0d frr haYing sold tubercular nH.at 

~\lr. 1".1.\XWELL: The inspe('tor can1o or1 the 
8Cl'!1C. 

B'lTCOCK: The in.~pector did come 
on 'CPrc', l ut not until half the people of 
f::.llcn;,-ood had l J.ten tubercular :-;ausr1 ~r(·~ for 
thl•ir brc.:kf(t."t. That is tlH~ S~'stcn1 tl~c hou. 
n_tcnibol: wants to ilCl'])C'~-uatr~." In thi.s par
·bcuhr mstancc the Cc1lpr1t was detected after 
l1c had ;'old tubt>rcular meat. There arc 
J!lany 2,nch c-:.sc ·where the culprit cannot be 
detected, b, cans~ th( scatt,~rcd svstcn1 of 
slan~·htering ntakes jt irnpossiblo ·for close 
supr~l'_ .. -lisio~l to be QXercised OYer all the 1neat 
1hat Js consnnH_d, and therefore the n2ccssit.v 
for the establishment of abattoirs is abso
lt<teJ,,- r ppRl'Cllt to anybody ·,d10 has no desire 

to perpetuate a systerr, of private exploihttion. 

Mr. \YARREX (Jiurrum/1a): After liste'"
i:o the hon. rnern ber fo1· Barcoo, one; must 
come to the conclusion th·et he has had w 
n1uch to dd "\Yjth rnicrobc'3 t,hat thev are 
crav;lil:f; all _over him. (Laughter.) 'rt is 
a tCl'nbJe p1tv that anv member of this 
Committee shon],J atten1rt to alarm tho 
public by n1aking statements such as the 

hon. mcn:ber has made. One must admit 
that generally the bed SU[lplied is healthy, 
and nndL'r am· conditions-whether under 
IT!unicipal or u co~operativc control-some 
unhealthy meat must get through. It is 
ilTill0f''3ible ar,~ ays to detect everyt~1ing ·which 
may be \VlOng with the mc·at. Every hon . 
member stands for an absoh<tely healthy 
supply of milk and meat, but what we want 
to get at is whether those cmnmoditie~ are 
supplied in the way \Yhich is best. for tho 
)Jeoplc. I am of opinion, and I stand for it 
c·er~- time, that co-operation, l-Yith Srate- or 
mnmcipal inspection, will be all right. Take 
tiof' bacon factories, for instance. Xobody 
ihlnks we are consuming bad bacon. .b.;-.-ery~ 
body kno1Ys that the supenTision is so strict 
!imt the Lest o.rticle possible is put oa the 
n1arket. 

J'.1r. DcLCOCK: The pig inspection in 
Queensland is the '' or"t in tho Con1,n1on
\YeaJth, Rnd you kno1v it. 

:\lr. :\IoORE: Xot in the factorie.s. 
:Ylr. Bl:LCOCI;: Yec: the factorv insnection 

is the worst in the Commonwealth. 

::Yir. \Lil,RREX: I want to give a meed of 
prai~c to i he n1en "'ho arc doing this sort of 
work. I hrtYc come in contact v:ith the work 
which is being clone, and it speaks well for 
the Dc.purtment of Agriculture that these 
rnen arc alwny:3 doing their duty. I feel 
quite mre that \Ye are pretty safe in this 
respect. 

The hon. member for Fitzrov made a 
statPrnent about 1nilk being a ~ertain age 
before it is consumed. The hon. member 
bas been >nongly informed. Take the Xorth 
Coast traln.s, for instance. Hon. Inembers 
opposite do not bww how the mi!k comes 
to the trains. The train starts at a few 
minntes to seven from Caboolture. There is 
no milk coming- to the city from places 
north of C~booJt ll'C. If milk from the 
North Coast comes into the ci(\' late, it is 
a case of the people missing the train. Con
tamination of the milk is not caused by the 
cans, but is dnc to othe1· causes. The milk 
cans arc clean. Xo dainman \Yould be 
so foolish as to put good "milk into dirty 
rans. The cans arc inspected, and any 
faulty nns are put aside. The s:·stem must 
1)e gone irto front . .:\ to Z. 1._;r c n1ust n?t 
thirJk that bv 1n0rclv di:~._oniinning a Cc__·rtain 
h;1bit "\VC hn.~ro £J;ot ~nto it is a;oing· to n1akc 
for a <;ood sup]1ly of milk .. As a_ matter of 
fact, Queensland con.,rmoes Its mrlk m less 
time than anv ollwr Stat<' of the Common
wealth, bcca1isc 80 1wr _cent. of onr ,milk 
comes fro n plr.ccs \nthm 30 nnlcs o, the 
citv. Thcrrfore. frorn that point of Yicw, 
we" must havo a better supplv than other 
people: but we arc not so much up to date 
in our handling of it. 

:11r. }lcLACHL),:\" (JI rrtllyr): \Yhen I 
mO\·ed the amel'drnent 1 did not say much 
upon it, but £-:ug;gested that, as 1-Ye 1-vere 
desirou:-; ot 3Ccuring a bett-c>r snpply of 1neat 
and milk lw ihe adoption of more up-to
date methods, it >Yould not meet \Yith oppo
sition fron1 any hon. n1embers. I 1.-vas sur
prised. therefore, to see hon. members OJ?PO
sitc rising ono after the other and talkmg. 
as it ·were, against '"hat is soug·ht to be 
attained bv the amendm0nt. All that the 
;mendment seeks to do is to make it per
fectlv eure that there will be included in the 
Bill .. authority for the Greater Bric .. bane 
Council to lake full and comnlete co<trol of 
abattoirs and dso of the milk supply. 

Jfr. 31cLachlan.] 
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I }j tcnecl to 1crhut the hon. n1ember for 
T0o'rong had to say about the attitude 
''hich is Lcie; adopted by the Brisbane City 
Council aud his rcn1arks 1Yith regard to 
':,onlc of the l11L'Inbcr~ of that council. The 
city- council ha Ye gone into this question., 
and have come to the conclusion that. unless 
we ha Ye a proper s~, st~n1 of inspcctioi1, there 
i· ewn likelihood that disea,·ed meat will 
get if!~o hurnan ~onsun1ption. The hon. 
n1c1nber fo1· Ilarcoo has disclosed ·what took 
place qnite r<>cently at Sher\Yood, and what 
n1ay take pl-ucp to-day. Th.c1·e is no desire 
on the port o£ anybody to create a ·•care 
an1ong:"-.t the people. 

:VIr. Kr:o.G: A similar charge was made 
against the Stare stations. 

:VIr. ::\1cLACELA::\': The case mention0d 
b.- the hon. nwmber for Barcoo was dis· 
ccn·ered. rr:ld the butcher concerned was 
prDsecutod and a beayy penalty in1posed 
upon him. The d0sire of the citv council 
is that et .ttoirs shall be established so that 
the people ,,-ill be able to get meat a' 
f!:ood and whoksome as it is possible to get 
it. The': c:et it in other States in the Com
mom'·"aith" \\~here thev have abattoirs. Th0 
hon. member for Tom\~ong said that diseased 
1neat .dld not go into hnn1an consumption, 
but I hoirl in mv hrtnd extracts from a 
report of the Ro:-~ai Commission which inves
tigated the meat industrv in 1g12. After 
going exhau~tivPly into the "\vhole que~tion, 
thev recommended-

. "Thnt thel'(• is lleCf'"itv for establish
ing A battojrs in popufar centres as 
:3llcedi1~,- as possible. 

(a) The whok of the evidence taken 
thronghout the State d0monstrates that 
until abattoirs are established there 
cannot be' anv adequate inspection of 
stork killed fol· locrrl consumption. or 
of the nwar that is to be consumed. 
It is quito safe to assume that not 
more than 10 JW!' cent. of meat pa•-,cd 
into local consumption is inspected in 
accordance \Yith the Acts and regula· 
tion;;:, 

lb) Tlw 1redical evidence shmYs that 
the consumption of meat affected with 
tuber' ulo,;is and other diseases is a 
nwnace to health. and a perusal of the 
Pvidrnrr token in Brisbane and the 
Southern States verv clcarlv indicates 
rhe extent. of this danger."' 

:VIr. TIYLOR: \Vho were the Commission? 
:lfr. ::\JcL\CHLAX: The mcmbC'rs of the 

Commission were-Hon. \V H. Campbell. 
l\'!.L.C. {chairman). ::\fr. \V. \\'. Hood 
(manag-er of ::\Irssrs. Birt and Co.). and 
11r. G. F.. Bnnning-. Se,·e:·al medical men 
gave cYidencc. Dr. Elkino:ton said--

" In fl nv f'Otn11lllni"ty purporting to 
lin unde;. ci,-ilised conditions public 
alY•ttoirs aJ·n esential to the nnbliG 
sJ.f~'t:F. Before n1eat can he re[!;ard0cl as 
<afc fnr consumption it should be 
0xo ni110-d lwth ante and post. morten1. 
T t is in1po~sibie to carrv out such ins nee~ 
tion when tlwr0 arc rr" number of s~all 
Sf'::tHf'rcd ~lHughter-houE:e'', hnt ,,-ith 
abarroir< all inspection is brought under 
m10 roc,f. Both entc and pnst mm·tem 
in.;;.pedions can thPn he 111R.df'. and aJl 
or.?'nns are DYai1able for inspection." 

::\Ir. Fw:: A good man. too. 

:\fr. ::\IcLACIILAX: The rih' council are 
anxious to get }10\YCr to establish ahattoirs; 

[Jh. JlcLachlan. 

but, if they cannot get it now, they ·want t<> 
ha.ve no doubt that the power is included 111 

the Bill. Dr. Jackson said-
" ::\J:ost of the diseases from '"hi eh we

suffer a eo conveyed bv what we eat and 
"~hat WEl drink" rather than what we 
breathe." 

That is moot important. I presume that the 
report of thut co1nmission can be obtained 
in the librarY, and hon. 1ncrnbcrs 1vho 
peruse it ~xill 'sec the great necessity which 
exists for the c'tablishment of abattoirs. 
The imnortancc of the question has been 
rccog·nisCd l1v the city council. -who have·· 
been- gathering data through their commit
tee. who ha,-e presented their report during 
the lust \Ycek. That report, without the use
of any extravagant language, shows that a 
grc 1 t den 1 of care is necessary in the 
handling of the meat ·supply, and proves the 
need for the establishment of public abat
toirs to bring under municipal control the 
meat supply of the city. 

The daily papers bave been commenting 
on this quektion ever since it v~~as rarse9-. 
The "Telegraph" of the 14th mstant, m• 
dealing with the matter, said-

" The construction of abattoirs als<> 
will be nec9seary: the city council places 
the capital required for new works at 
£500,000. Now the question. has been 
rais0d whether the present c1ty counc1l 
should commit itself to such expenditure, 
seeing that the Greater Brisbane scheme 
is to be brought into operation next 
verrr. An answer to that is, that the 
Construction of abattoirs is necessary, 
and if rhc present council does not obtain 
legislatiYe authoritv the hands of _the 
Greater Brisbane Council may be heel, 
e,nd thus delav be caused." 

The Brisbane Ci.ty Council is bopeful of 
getting authority to allow it. to. go on with 
this work without delav. If 1t 1s poss1ble to 
obtain legislation this· session to give effect 
to it it will be carried out in the interests 
of th'e people of Brisbane. But eYen if it is 
not po'8ible to get the legislation through, 
I belieYe that there is power under the 
Locrrl Authorities Act for the Brisbane City 
Council to do that work. The sooner w0, 
construct public abattoirs and institute a. 
milk supply under the control of the Bnsbane 
City CounciL the better it will be for the 
comwunitv as a whole. 
Amend~wnt (Jfr. JicLach/an) agreed to. 
l\Ir. :V1AX\VELL (Toowong) : I beg to 

moye the following amendment:-
"After line 33, page 16, insert the 

following· new paragraph:-
' The powers conferred by this sub

section shall not include the establish
ment or carrying on of any trading 
business or of anv industrv, unless such 
industrv is can·1ed on solely for the 
purpose of supplying requirements of 
the council or is an industry not operat
inc: in competition with other similar 
inclustrie,s,, rrlready established within 
the crty. 

The CHAIRMA::\' : Order ! The Com
mittee has just carried an amendment giving 
the Greater Brisbane Council the power 
which the hon. member proposes to with
hold under this amendment. The amend
ment, therefore, is not in order. 

Clause 35. as arnended, rrgreecl to. 
Clauses 36 to 41, both inclusive, agreed to. 
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:!\Ir. }IQORE Uubigny): beg to move 
the follo•ving new clanse to follow clause 
41:-

" 41A. ::"Jo resolution for borrmving 
money other than for temporary accom
modation as hereinafter provided shall 
be adopted by the council unless a notice 
thereof has been published in the 
' Gazette,' and also twice in son1e news
paper, not less than one month no1· 
more than three months before such 
resolution is adopted, stating the 
amount of the moneys proposed to be 
borrowed and the purposes to which the 
lean is to be applied. 

•· At anv time _,·ithin one month after 
the last publication of the notice of a 
proposition to bolTO\V n1onoy, any Tate
payers, not being less than one hundred 
in number, whose names appear in the 
rate book as owners of ratDable land in 
the city may, by writing under their 
hands delivered to the mayor or clerk, 
require that the question whether the 
monev shall be borrowed shall be sub
mitted to a vote of all the electors of the 
city whose names appear in the rate 
book a.s the owners or occupiers of 
Tateable land \vithin the city. 

" \Vhen such demand has been made, 
a poll shall be taken of such electors, and 
if upon such poll being taken the number 
of votes given against the loan is greater 
than the number of votes given in fa•·om· 
of the loan, the council shall be for bidden 
tD proceed further with the loan '' 

"Cnder the Bill the ratepayers will be liable 
for the loan money which is spent, but will 
havE' no sav whatever as to whether it shall 
b0 snent. rleither 1\·ill thev have anv means 
o{ 1;rotecting themseh·es: Under "the old 
franchise the ratepayers elected the council, 
and there was not the same justification for 
a poll as there is now. \Ve know that a 
large number of people will vote to elect 
aldermen who will go in for considerable 
expense. not for the purpose of benefiting the 
city but to purchase support at election time, 
and it is desirablE' that the people who are 
to be held liable for the repayment of loan 
money should have a voice in deciding 
whether it is justifiable or expedient that 
this money >hould be raised. Objections 
may possibly be raised that the refusal to 
anprove of the expenditure of loan mone": 
rrright he the means of blocking works \Vhich 
are in the interests of the city, but the people 
•vho have to repay the money and whose 
propert_,- is to be mortgaged by the council 
should have some ea' as to whether thev 
consider it is justifiable that this mono\· 
siwuld he raised. The liability is solclv o;, 
the occupier or owner of the prope,·t,~.: If 
the electors living within the city had to 
make good any loss, the objection I have 
made would not stand; but we know perfectly 
,,,'ell that the liabilitv remains on the land. 
If a tenant vacates ·a property, the owner 
h:IS to meet tlw liabilitJ'. .A sedior, of 
eketors liYing within rt certain district 111ight 
r;oseibly induce the council to undertake an 
(·Xpf'D,,;i-yc 1Jrogra.l1lrll(' of public \YOrks y:·hich 
lllight not be profitable for some consid0rablc 
tinH~. if CYet. The 11cople who eujov the 
benefit>< of the expenditure of that rr1onev 
n1ight pm- ~ibly lea ye Brisba.ne as soon as th'8 
work is completed. There is no liabilih
llpon then1 for the repayrnent of that n1one'\:. 
'f~e _liability is on the oT,rncrs of propc·rf.v 
wnh1n the area. It has been recognised in 

the Local Authorities Act, and even in the 
Lucal Authorities Amendment Act of 1920, 
that a poll shall bo taken on all lo;:n pro
posals if 10 per cent. of the electors mnke a,, 

reque:-:t. 'Ye rnadp an effort \vhcn the ~.\et 
v.-as being Elmcndcd in 1920 to hav€• it laid 
dm.-n that ratepayers only should haYc the 
priYi]ege of Yoting 011 loan proposals. c;aUSl 
41 kaTcs tho question of vdwt a1nount of 
ntnnev shall be borrowed entirelv at the 
discretion of the council. They do' not need' 
c.-en to borrow it from the Gm·crnment. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: The Greater Citv 
Counci I ca.nnot borrow anv 1none ,, \rithou't· 
an Order in Council " " 

!.Ir. ::'vlOORE: An Orde,. in Council is 
rather a broken reed to lean ttpon fro.n the
point of vie·:; of those liable for the rep>Ly
HJE'nt of th~~ n1oney. 

0PPOSITIOX }ln!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

J.\lr. MOO RE: They are the sole persons 
that the Government or the del•enture holders
can levy upon if there is a loss on the enter
pri,cs on which the loan money has been 
spent. \Ye have alway·, stood "up for· the 
principle that thE' people rendered liable for 
l0ans shall ha.-e the opportunity of saying· 
whether the monev shall or sha.ll not be 
s[H:nt. That princii>le is not only recognise-et 
in everv Local Authorities Act in the other 
States, but it is recognised in the l'\ew Z<•aland.' 
/\.et. about which the hon. m0mber for Pori;
Curris had so much to sav. The franchise in 
.:--:ew Zealand is not the "same as in Queens
land. because they recognise the ril'(hts of 
holders of JH'Openv on which the sole liabilitv 
of loans rests. The "K ew Zealand Ace disl inct(v 
says that before a loan can be raised the 
ra tcpayers have the right to ask for a poll, 
and the O\vners or occupierr, whether living· 
in the area where the poll is taken or not, 
u!so haYe the rir;ht to vote. It is generallJ 
recognised a'< being faic· and just that. th('SO 
reople ,hould have some say on these matters 
if they PO desire. 

:'vir .. TA YLOR (Windsor): The proposed 
new cwuse outlined bv the leader of the 
Opposition 1s one to '\vhich the 11inister 
might >Yell give favourable consideration. 
This Greater Brisbane Council, when con
ehtuted. will send out its rate notices to 
thoee who lHwe property and who are respon
sible for finding the money. 'This new clause 

does not in any way propose to
f2.30 p.m.] emasculate or weaken the Bill in 
- any shape or form. The number 

of electors or ratepayers who will vote 1n 
connection wiih the matter of raising the 
loan ·,yill be quite considerable. I do not 
suppose that the number \Yho will ha.-e t-he 
right to .-ote \vill Pqual those who really 
ha.-e not the right to vote, but :a consider-· 
~ ble n mnhcr will be asked to exercise the 
franchise in connection with the flotation of 
1hc<e loans. I cert.ainh- think the }1inister 
should gi,-e faYonrable "consideration to the 
rights of the ratepayers who are responsible 
for the pa:nnent of the monPy which ,,-ill be 
horro\\ cd to carrv out the 'Yorks of the 
Greater Cit~.-. As the leader of the Opposition 
pointed out. prm·ision alread:v exist-s in the 
Xew Zealand Local Authorities Act, and 
11ncler our present Local Authorities Act 
those who arc responsible for the payment 
of loan mmwy ha.-e the right to say \Yhcther
a council js justified in raising a particular· 
~un1 of n1oney for a particula1~ purpose. In 
the populous part of t-he Greater City of 
Brisbane scheme the people who arc the· 

lrir. Taylor.] 
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la•·gest payers of taxes will be debarred from 
ha.ving an:y say in matters connected with 
·:the expencliture of loan money. They may 
not live in the city area, but, considering 
the amount of money for which they are 
respon,ible. those ratepayers should have 
t.he right to sa v whether it is desirable that 
these loans sho\.1ld be floated or otherwise. 

The HO:'IIE SECRET.iRY (Hon. J. 
.'Stopford, Mount Morgan): Briefly, the 
amendment means that a limited franchise 
will be inserted in the Bill to destrov the 
.broader franchise. In other words. it means 
that you are going to place the councillors 
of t-he Greater Citv of Brisbane in a worse 
position than the present city councillors. 

Mr. KING: Only fol' one specific purpose. 

The H0:1IE SECRETARY: Only fol' ono 
specific purpose, and that is what I am 
dealing with. Undel' the ex1stmg Local 
~.\uthoritics Act it is nc~cssary for 10 per 
.cent. of the people on the roll-not neces
sarily ratepayel's-to init-iate a petition befol'e 
a poll can be taken. ::\' ow the leadel' of 
the Opposition asks, under a bl'oadel' Bill. 
that I should allow 100 ratepayers to have 
the opportunity of nullifying the whole 
.endeavours of the Greater Brisbane coun
cillors. Hon. members will recollect that 
in the matter of public health it became 
absolutely necessary to destroy the principle 
which hon. members opposite are seeking to 
establish here, because no council could 
carry out by a vote of the ratepayers the 
necessary drainage schemes and other matters 
necessary in the interests of the general 
health of the community. The menace to 
the health of the community became so great 
that an amendment became necessarv to 
except loans for health purposes from st~ila:· 
proYisions to the one "\Ye a re discussing. 

:\Ir. KE;G: The Commissionel' of Public 
Health could ovenide the result of a poll. 

T',e HO:\IE SECRETARY: He could 
under th-, Health Ace but here hon. gcntle
n•en opposite dcsir·• 100 ratepayer, to 
ha,-e the pown to override the whole of t.hc 
counriJlors. The ratepayers haYc the rrotec
tion that eyery loan n1ust be ~n0mitted to 
the Govc,rnor ·in Council. bv whom it wi!l 
be carefullv sci·utini<ed. · T:~en trtke 'd:at it 
"·ould coct Jo hold a poll in the Greater 
Brishane arc.". I ,-entm·" to sa;· that a poll 
-coulcl not be tak0n oYN the whole of that 
an.t for le" than £3.GOO. If Jhc amcnd
rr.en.t \YC·rC Cdl'l'i('d. it \Y0nld df'Sh'OY the
who],' intentions of the Dill, and fo,: that 
re.ts,::;n I cannot accept it. 

~L·. Kl:\'G ILormn): The Home Sccre
iar\· is not altOQ'Pther C'OlTect. It l\·ould 
:not hP ·wit.hln the ,po\YOr of 100 raterm:vers ~- .... 
·OH·rride tlw wishes of the dectors. The 100 
r, tc·payNs would only initiate the movemem. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: YPs. but it take' 
10 per -cPnt. to initiate a lllOYernent under 
the Local Authorities Ad. 

Mr. KI:\'G : The:-· onlv initiate the mov'!
nlent. and it re.-;ts \Yith th1==" rPill3.indcr of tht• 
mtepayers to say whether the money shall 
be expended or not. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: One hundred rat>•
pc:-·ers could initiate a poll which \Yould cost 
£3.COO. The experienc:e in the Home Office 
is that nendy every monih we get appeals 
frmn different local authorities to over~ 
ride the provision in the Hc·alth Acts 
\Yith l'C'':iJ1:'Ct to loans, and the Trcasur,:: 
Department is continually getting requests 
·to g-ra:r:t loans without a poll. 

[J.ir. Taylot. 

Mr. KI:\'G: We know there will be 
objections every day if the people are to be 
aeked to pay increased taxation. After all 
is ~aid and done, it is not asking the Home 
Secretary for very much when you comidel· 
that the population in the area covered b:· 
this Dill is somewht"re in the vicini!c· of 
2~0.0DO. 

The HOsiE SECRETARY : According to youl' 
arg-ument a Governn1ent loan ought to be 
subject to the same provision. 

Mr. KT:\'G: :'\'o. \Ye have a. populatiou 
uf 240.000 in this largi'r area proposed to iJc 
CO\'ered bv this Bill. and of that number '"' 
know that 63,432 are ratepayers. That is tu 
'ay. practically onc·-quarter of the people are 
ratepayf'l'S~ and a nurr1ber of th0se ratc
J•ayers haYe families. It would only be et 
'nv smn ll minorih who arc reallv not 
ratepayers or -connerfcd 'vith ratepayerS. anJ 
tlw leader of the Opposition is making 
jJcrfectly fair rcquc'st when hP a,ks that thos 
people who have to find the money should b,, 
comulted as to whether the;: are willing 
to bear the burden or not. It is a YCr,\· easj 
thing for a cortain se-ction to con1E' alon:; 
'Llld say. "You have to foot the bili for 
£5.000 or £10.000. The }iability is yours. 
but we think the expenditure of that mone,
will be f•n· the good of tfl<l area, although 
we may only be here to-day and gono 
tu-morro\v." The p0rrnanent residents who 
arc the people who haYe an interest in th" 
ir.calitv. should have a sav as to whether 
they are prepareJ to bear' •such a liability 
or not. 'fhe liabilitv is theirs. Thev cannot 
nass it on to fJnybOcl;v- else, and I ... sa.v the 
request made by the ]pader of the Opposition 
1s a perfectly legitirnate one. 

2\Ir. ROBERTS (Ea,gt TooJCoomba): The 
request of the leader of the Opposition that 
the ratepayers "·ho have to bear the burden 
should haYc a eay in the expenditure of the 
lPan moncv is a fair and rea:;onable one. 
'\YP have i:o recognise that the owners of 
property haye to carry the liability. The 
qm,tion is one which should receiYc some 
consiclen(ion at the hands of the Govern
nwnt. The J\Iiuister savs that there is suffi
cient pmyer under this Bill, and that the 
pmY<'r to borrow is subject to the consent 
of tlw Gm·crnor in Council. Under some 
conditions that. mav be sufficient. but in 
these days there a re g-reat forces in opera
tion. anrl th0<;;e forces have considerab1e 
control o•·er 1 he Go\'·Crnmcnt. Onlv a little 
whil0 ago we \Y·_,re di2cn.3s:ing a. 'clause in 
the Bill. and the reply of the Premier to ' 
r1onnl :tion front tbc citY council in re2;ard 
to" abattoirs \\'as rcfcrr~d to. The "Daily 
Si andard " "·ants to know >Yhether the 
dc>cision of the Premier ic, to br final. \\"hat 
wuuld the position be- if the Greater Bris
h'""' Citv Council. under this new consti
tution, s.hould propose to borrow certain 
!110!levs, and thf' Prcn1ier can1e along ancl 
said. , " K o. gentlemen. I do not think it i.s 
in the interes's of the municip8lity that this 
burden ,hould be placed on the propeTty 
within the area"'? \Ye would find ihe 
"Dailv Standard" coming out with an 
article' as it has done this afternoon. in 
which' thev take exception to the position 
taken up by the Premier yesterday. It says 
that the Premier mnst not stand in the way. 
and it calls upon the Cabinet to take some 
action. The article states-

" Therefore we appeal to the Cabinet 
to review his decision at once; if Cabinet 
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fails, it becomes a caucus l'esponsibility. 
If caucus takes no notice, then it \Yill be 
high time that organised labour did." 

'l'he CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to show that that 
is the doctrine which is being· established 
-under these conditions. If the Bill becomes 
law without the amendment of the leader of 
the OppO'·ition, these powers will all be 
-qualified by the men oqtsi-de who dominate 
the Labour party. If the Premier of the 
day or the Governor in Council is not pre
pared to obey their dictates, then pressure 
will be brought to bear. This morning, for 
instance, the 44-Hour \Yeek Bill was brought 
111. 

The CHAIR::VIAN: Order! I must ask the 
hon. member to obeY mv call to order. He
must deal with the amendment. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: Those arc r-easons why 
this nrovi,ion should be included in the Bill. 
It is 'not eufficient that a man who has come 
.along looki11g for work, and \vho only stays 
in the district for a month or two, should 
haYe the right to say what the indebtedness 
of the municipality is going to be. I think 
that the amendment, ,,hich provides for an 
O\Ynee or occupier of the property haYing a 
vote, should be accepted. 

Mr. MAX\\'ELL (Toou·ong): I support 
the amendment of the leader of the Oppo
sition. ::VIy yiew of the matter is that at 
present those whose properties are practi
-cally mortgaged to the local authoritie;; for 
loans which mnv be incurred have no voice 
in sac ing what ,~·ark shali be proceeded with. 
\Ye may have an example of a local authority 
in its dying days wanting to 'l'O in for some 
scheme of building construc.tion or some
thing else under the Bill, and it mav want 
to spend anything up to £500,000: The 
people who have to put their properties in 
pawn practically ha Ye no voice in the matter. 
Then again, 'vhen we say ·we want to give 
the ,peopl?, an opportuni~:y: of saying "'Yea'' 
or Nay to a propositiOn. there may be 
outside influences which want to show their 
strength. The political organisation of the 
party in powPr at tho tin1e may con1e along 
and say, "You rnust carry out our policy.'' 
\Ye do not \Yant that positon to ttrise, and 
the qnendmcnt is only a fair proposal. I 
venturo to say that the :Ylinist0l' ,,-ould fight 
very hard indeed for his property to sec that 
a fair and decent thing· was done. :\Iy 
contention is that it is not a fair proposal 
to ask people ·who ba ye great interests to 
let other people decide what shall be done 
in the way of loans and loan rating. and, 
after all, the rating is on the unin1provcd 
Yalue of the property, and the security is the 
property which has becn placed in the cus
tody of the local authority for that purpose. 
Should the owners of that property not haYe 
some srry in cleei-cling whether a loan is 
npcessarv or not? Surelv the lio1nc Secre
tary wii: sec the justice of the request. 

The Ho~m SF.CRETARY: The Commi"ioner 
·of Public H oalth has power to require a 
local authority to do work. 

Mr. l\IAX\\'ELL: W c know n·;·v well 
that the Commissioner has full po•·ccr 'in that 
respect. The Hertlth Act had to be amended 
in connection with a certain health nudte1· 
ar Ithaca; noYerthelPss it is onlY a fair 
thing to give the ratepa.ycrs ftl1 Ol)l1ortvnity 
-of saying \Yhethor a number of aldermen or 

councillors shall go in for a lot of 
schemes such as haye been undertaken by 
the GoYPrnment. I ask the Minister to 
<'onsider the amendment favourably. During 
the debate \Ye have hoard a lot about the 
ach·ice which has beeri tendered hv local 
anthorities and the desirableness of "paying 
attention to it. Here we have the presi.cJcnt 
of the Local Authorities' Association, who is 
the lc:Hier of the Opposition, and the secre
ta-ry of tlw association, who is the deputy 
leader of the Opposition, speaking \Yith no 
tmcertain YoicP. Surely then, in the face 
of the statement which he has alread:.- made 
on the floor of this Chamber, the ::VIinister is 
not going to remain silent and pay no atten
tion to their opinions? Havo we not some 
rights 9 Have not the people whom we repre
H'nt some rights' The hon. gentleman 
kr:mn i hat we rep resent a majority of the 
people. and I say that undoubt<·dly the 
mnendn1ent is justified. 

.'.Ir. \\'RIGHT: It is not a good amendment. 

Mr. MAX\\'ELL: In the opinion of the 
Lon. member it ma.': not be, but he has had 
Jto experience. \\'hat is the good of an 
an1ateu!~ corning hero and rrttcn1pting to 
dictate to those who ha Ye had experience? 

:\Ir. \\'RIGHT: I ha Ye had experience. 

Mr. :\lAX WELL: The hon. member would 
s2t his opinion ag,ainst that of experienced 
}l!E'n who have done the pioneering work in 
!ora.! goycrnment, and who sa_,- that. unless 
this an1endn1cnt is accC'ptcd, the Bill will 
not make for the adyancc'ment of the city. 

Question-That the proposed ne,,- clause 
(Jir . .1Ioorr'8 um.endmcnt) be inserted-put; 
and the Committee diYided:-

Mr .. <lpnel 
Bell 
Clavton 
CorSer 
Coste!lo 
DPacon 

, Edwards 
, Fry 
, Kelso 

Kerr 
,, King 

A._y}:S, 2~. 

:lvfr. Logan 
Maxwell 
J\:Ioore 

, JHorgan 
Xott 
Roberts 
Sizer 

, Swayne 
Taylor 
Yowles 
\Yarren 

Tellers: ~Ir. Cos.tello and ::\Ir. Lo1;a11. 

)fr. Barher 
Bcclfonl 
Bertran1 
Bulcock 
Curter 
Collins 

, Cooper. F. 
, Cooper, \Y. 

Dash 
Duns tan 
Fnrrell 

, Foley 
, G-illies 

Glcdson 
Ihm:--nn 
Hartley 

Tellers : }lr. 

ArE:->. 

Xot·:s, 82. 

Mr. HYnes 
.TOnes 
Kirwan 
Larcombe 
LloYd 
}lcCormack 
}Icl.achlan 
3Iullan 

, Payne 
Riorclan 
Ryan 
Smith 

, Rtopford 
Thcodore 

, \\~ instanley 
, \Yright 

lbrtley and ~Ir. Lloyil. 

PA1HS, 

:Mr. Barnes:, G. P. 
:\01::<. 

1Ir. Rruee 
WHson 
Pease 

Petrie 
Peterson 

Resohecl in the negatiYe. 

ClausE> 42-" O·ardraft "-agreed to. 

Mr .. Maxwell.] 
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Clause 43-" Rating po1ocrs "-
}Ir. KELSO (Xundah): I beg to moyo the 

following amendment:-
" After line 8, page 20, insert the 

follov,-iug- lll'\V l)aragraph :--
' "'l.n orclinance shall be made pre

scribing that special rates shall be 
levied :.lliOn the ratepayers in each of 
the areas which will, on the first day 
of October, 1925, be comprised within 
the city, o:Z such amounts, respectively, 
as will rrovide for the vaymcnt of 
interest on and the redemption in ten 
years of the indebtedness on account 
of loans existing in respect of such 
arec", re,pectiYely, On the first day of 
October, 1925.' " 

[3 p.m.] 

The CIIAIR}IAX: Order ! The hon. 
rr::e1nber's arnenri.rr1ent if'. uot in order. as the 
principle which h" seeks to haYe admitted 
has alread:· beea negatived by the rejection 
of an amendment moved by the leader of 
the Opposition on clause 32. 

Clause 43 agreed to. 
Clauses 44, 45, and 46 agreed to. 

:\fr. :McLACHLA~ Uffcrthyr): I beg to 
move the insertion of the following clause, 
to follow clause 46:-

" CoKTROL OF TRAFFIC. 

"On and after a date to be fixed by 
the Governor in Council, by Order m 
Council. the council shall have and be 
charged with the control, management, 
and direction of tmffic within the citv 
and thereupon the following provisioir~ 
shall be applicable:-

" (1.) Without limiting its general 
power to make ordinances under this 
Act, the council is express!~- empowered 
to make all such ordinances under this 
Act as it deems proper relating to traffic 
within the cih·. 

"On and af,ter the date on which the 
council has made any such ordinances, 
none of the prm·isions of the Traffic 
Acts, 1905 to 1916, or anv regulations 
made thereunder. shall extend to or 
have any force within the citv. 

" Until the council has mad~ any such 
ordinances, the citv shall be deemed to 
be. a district within the meaning of the 
sard Acts, and the council shall admin
ister the said Acts and all regulations 
made thereuu.der and in force for the 
ti1n0 being. 

" (2.) The ::\J:inister charged with the 
administration of the Traffic Acts. 1905 
to 1916. and th" C<>mmissioner of Police 
and ll:cmbers of the police force shall 
cease to be charged "-ith the administra
tion of the said Acts and regulations so 
far as the same relate to the citv. 

" (3.) Xothing in this sectio~ or the 
said Order in Council contained shall be 
construed to prejudice or <lffert the 
powers, authority. and jurisdiction of 
thE' Main Roads Board under the }lain 
Road' Act of 1920 and its several 
amendments, and for the pm·poses of the 
administration of those Acts tlw council 
shall be deemed to be a local authority." 

·when I spoke on the second rcarlino- of 
the Bill. I urg0d the need for the Gre~ater 
Ci t:v Council to have contro 1 of traffic. 
Noticing that the word "traffic" occurred 

[Mr. Kelso. 

l;ndor the heading of the- general potvers of 
tlw Greater City Council, I was of thu 
opiniou, i1: the first instance, that that 
C'Ol!ll<:'il wonld haYc control of traffic. but ou 
iDqniry I found that to get that control it 
wctlid he necce'.lry to repeal the Traffic 
Acts, 1805 to 1910. 

}lr. KrxG: Have \Ye not power under this 
Bill to control it? 

::\Ir. 11cL~\CHLA::--;-: ::\o. I am adYised 
b< the Ho;nc Secretary'e Department, who 
!rave on,nltcd the Parliamentary Drafts
man, that we have not that power. That is 
whv I bring forward this amendment, so 
th~t the Gr:eater Citv Council mav have· 
power to conrrol traffic. The need 'for the 
Greater Cit ;· Council to have control of 
traffic v·ithin the city boundaries is apparent 
to even-iJoch-. There \vas a time when 
traffiC' ~f R~·isbane ''"as -under ,vhat \vas 
callccl a .. Transit Commission," but the 
powers of that hodv were not sufficient to· 
f'lla blc them to do ~veryt hing necessary for 
the control of traffic. Wi1en tire Greater· 
Citv Council control our traffic. they must 
ha,:<' the same full powers which the police· 
ha Ye- at present. 

Mr. "'\IOORE (A_ubigny): I would like to· 
ask von. ::\Ir. Pollock. whether this amend
ment will not increase the charge on the 
consolidated revenue. The amendment pro
poses le take the control of traffic out of the 
hands of the police, and in my opinion it 
will add to the expenditme that was con
templated when the Bill was introduced. 

The CHAIR::VIAX: I am of opinion tho t 
thl' amc·ndnwnt will not increase the charge· 
on the consolidated revenue. 

::\1r. KELSO (Tundnh): The hon. member 
for Merthc-r says there is no express power 
in the Bill to control the traffic. 

:\Jr. ::\IcLACHLAX: I was advised to that 
effect. 

::\Ir. KELSO: \Yell, clause 35, subclause
(3) reach-

,, Without. limiting the generality of 
its powers. the council 'shall have and 
po~sess exprc~.s powers in relation to the
following matters . . . . and gener· 
all" all 'works, matters, and things in its
opinion necessary or conducive to the 
goocl gO\·ernment of the city and the· 
well-being of its inhabitants.'' 

It seems to me that under that the council 
will have power to undertake anything it 
likes. 

:\fr. 1\lcLACHLAX: I thought the power was
there, but I am ad,-ised by the Parliamentary 
Draftsman that it is not. 

The Hmm SECRET_\RY: The Parliamentary 
Draftsmon arh·ises me that it would have 
to be donf' bv ordinance, and the council' 
cannot make 'an ordinance which conflicts 
,vith a. State Act of Parliament. That is 
why it is necessary to make the provision 
hen~. 

Mr. KELSO: It opens up a big subject. 
Sonw other Sto.te .Acts might be found to be 
C'onflicting, and it n1eans that fro1n time to
time an alteration in th'is Act will bo 
necessary. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Every other power 
is there. 

:VIr. KELSO: It is to be hoped that the 
J:vlinister is right and that all other matterq 
are catered for, but it seems to me that 
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from tinw to time the Act will ha Ye to be 
aJtpreci so that it yyi]] not conflict with exist
ine: ~-'lets of Parliament. If this amendmeut 
is pn"ecl. it will ueutralise the effect of the 
State Act ~o far as traffic is concerned and 
giYe to th(' Greater Cit:v of Bt·isbane power 
to control the traffic YYithin its area. 

The HmlE SECRETARY: That is right. 

::Ylr. ROBERTS (East 'l'oou·oomba): In 
reply io the leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Pollock, you said that this amendment would 
not increase the charge on the consolidated 
reYenue. I am not going to discuss that 
aspect of the case, but it does appeal to me 
that under present conditions the object is 
to get the traffic right throughout the State 
under the control of the police. At the present 
time the police collect certain registrat.ion 
fees and so on, and I can see that the control 
of traflic in Brisbane has been a profitable 
concern to the St.ate. I do not know whether, 
if this amendment is passed, the police will 
still continue to collect these registration 
fees or not. I have a very high opinion of 
the police with regard to the control of 
traffic, but. I do not know what are the ideas 
of the member fo;· Merthyr in this regard. 
I have seen the police in this State and I 
haYe seen them in the other States, and I 
have a very high opinion of the police of 
this State. I do not know whether, if this 
amendment is agreed to, the Greater City 
Council will ma.ke some arrangements with 
the police to control the traffic and pay them 
a certain fee, or whether they will appoint 
their own officers. If we are going to take 
a way the control of the traffic from the 
police, \Ye are not acting wisely or in the 
interests of the general community. 

Mr. TAYLOR (H'indsor): I do not sec th,, 
r,eed for the> amendment. Clause 35, sub
cl~use Cl) states-

. ''Without limiting the generality of 
ns powers, the council shall have and 
J >assess express powers in relation to the 
followiP.g· matters :-The provision, con
F-trnction, n1aintenance, 1nanagernent, con~ 
trol. and regulation of the uee of roads. 
bridges, tunnels, ferries, sub\Yays, 
Yiadncts. culverts, and other means of 
public communication.'' 

Then. later on. it goes further and says 
the cour.cil shall also ha Ye power to control 
r:ermanently or temporarily-

" }farkets; baths and bathing places: 
tram\Yays, motor o1nnibuses, omnibuses, 
ar.d other means of public transpork
tion: traffic." 

Tlw Hmm SECRETARY : And tramways ami 
sc\verage. 

:.\Ir. TA YLOR : I do not see anv reason 
for the amendment being brot!ght in, 
btcause snbclause (5) of the same clause 
says-

" The council may do anv acts not 
otherwis•~ unlawful. y~·hich ma~ be neces
:;;ar,v to the pro110r exercise arld perforn1-
nncc of its po'''Crs and duties under 
this Ac-t ot under unv oth0r Act con
ferring- powers or imposing dut.ics en the 
('onncil." 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I asked the Parlia-
111t'lH 1l'Y Draft~nwn if it \Vould not be 
nec0"-f'a'rv to put in a specii1c statement that 
tl1e ordinaP.ce should not be subject to an 
Act of Parliament, and he said it was not 
nece~~ary. 

}lr. TAYLOH: I do not think any of us 
ha ,~c any c·on1plaints to Jnake about tho 
\YRy our traffic is controlled. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hertr. hear! 
:'11r. TA YLOR: If :,,ou ar!C going to 

imprm·e tlw s~·stem of regulating the traffic 
a~ it is carried on at the present tirne, there 
1naY b0 somr- rea:::on fo1· the anu~nchnent7 
oi.h'Prwise I do not sec any reason for it. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: O'"e of rho b1g-geso 
problems we l1aYf' to face to-day is the 
parking of motor-cars. 

:Mr. T_\.YLOR: There is provision "]ready 
in the Bill to do that. 

::'\ew clause (Jir. JicLachlan) agreed to. 

Clause 47--" J?ir,<J Brigad· s "-

Mr. 1\IAX\'i'ELL 11'ooll'onu): I desire to 
moYe the follo\\.;ng amendments in subdause 
(4):-

" On line 47, page 22, omit the \Yord
' If,' 

and after the word ' Council,' insert the 
word-

' shalL' 
In the mme line omit the words

' detcrn1ines to.' 
" On I ine 50~ page 22, after the word 

' Councll.' omit the \Yord-
' then,' 

and insert the word
' anrl.' 

" On line 51. page 22, after the word 
'ordinance.' on1it thP word-

' lll~1Y.' 
and im<,"rt the word

' shall.' 
" On line 55. page 22, after the word 

' Companies.' insert the words-
' Tlw number of as,ociated members 

allowed under an v such ordinance to 
reprc:"ent the afor.c•said insurance com
panies shall not be less than three
sevenths of the total number of mem
ber~ of such standing- committee. in~ 
eluding such a~sociated memQers.' " 

The clause will then read--
'· The council shall bv ordinance dele

gate the administration. of the said Acts 
and bv-lawe or of anv ordinance made 
in re~pect to the like matters, to a 
·~bindjng con1..mittee of the counril, ~nd 
snch orf\inanc~ shall provide for the 
election bv imurance companies liabl'' 
to contribi1te towards the <'xpenses of 
the council under this Act of the member 
or members to act as associatcc members 
of such standing committee <>nd repre
sent ·such \insuranc''--' .companies. The 
number of e_;.,oeiatecl members allowerl 
under anv such ordinance to rcpr .. :sent 
the aforeSaid insurance comprnie;; shall 
not be le so tioan threc-sPYent hs of the 
total n~m1.bcr of members of such shtndinp: 
cummittee. includiP.g- such associated 
n1en1ber~.'' 

I take it that hon. members on the other 
sirle must realise that that is a. fair propo
sition. The insurance companies are taxed, 
but liP Bill rr·crcly sa;-;s that they may be 
reprc>cntNl on the standing committee deal
ing- with fire brigades. It is not mandatory. 
It· is possihl0 that the imurance companies 
mav be called '~lpon to bear three-sevenths of 
the' cost of the fire brigades v•ithout any 
representation. Under the Fire Brigades Act 

llir. 111a.nvell.] 
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of 1920 the Treasmer and the insurance 
companies contribute, together with the local 
authorities, to the upkeep of the brigades, 
and they all haYe representations on the 
boards. That is r·easonable, but this Bill 
leayes it to the council to say whether the 
fire insurance companies shall be represented 
or not. They might find it convenient to 
tax the companies without giving them any 
representation. That would be a huge injus
tice. If it is not the intention of the new 
council to levy upon the insurance companies, 
then there is no need for the amendment; 
.but at the same time there is a possibility 
that they will be called upon to contribute 
-as much as thrce-seyen.ths of the money 
required for the maintenance of the brigades, 
and for that reason I ask that the clause be 
amended in the way I sug·gest. 

The Ho)IE SECRETARY: I will accept the 
hon. !llember's amendments. 

Amendments (Jlr. Jfanccll) agreed to. 

Clause 47, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 48 and 49 agreed to. 
Clause 50-" Brisbane 1'rrLm1cay Trust"

Mr. FHY (Eurilpa): I want to voice my 
objection to the tramways not being taken 
on)r in1n1ediatcly, as extensions ar·e required 
in mv electorate. It is well known that 
tram,:· ay construction has been neglected in 
the electm·ab of Kurilpa. Xot .only does 
that apply to my electorate, but it applies 
also to the electora to .of N undah and .other 
electoral<'- round about Brisbane. The ser· 
vices in the Kurilpa electorate are not as 
they should h0. The length .of tramway in 
the electorate is very short, and the people 
there pay more comparatively than anybody 
else. The terminus .of the line is in Hard· 
graYe road, where the trams stop for a 
long time. The p.opula tion has increased to 
such an extent round the river bend as to 
warrant the extension of the line to Gray 
road, IIill Encl. and a bridge should be 
constructed to take the line across the riYer 
to St. Lucia. The :od:tion cars at present 
run a, far as Vulture street, where they 
remain son1etin1es for fiv0. seYcn, and ten 
minutes. In the time thov remain thero 
the,- could easily run along ·Boundary street 
to Paradise street, if the line was extended 
in that direction, where they would be of 
great. service to a considerable number .of 
people. Behveen Vulture street and Dornoch 
terrace there is a steep hill in Boundary 
street. During the hot weather it is bad 
cnonc;h for young people to have to climh 
the hill. but it has " vcrv s0rious effect .on 
.olcl people. The tramways should be made 
.as serviceable as pmsible. 

Then a direct link from ·west End to 
"\Yoolloongnbba should be constructed. Any· 
.one who wants t.o g.o £roLl \\'est End t.o 
\Yooll.oongabba must proceed from ·west End 
to Yictoria Bridge, and possibly oYer to 
town and catch a car going t.o \Voolloon
gahba. That means a needless waste of time 
and money, which could be obyiatecl by a 
little attention. 

There is also the question of the construc
tion .of a tramlinc in ::Yiontague road t.o be 
considered. The objections that could be 
adYanc.ecl against the running of heayy trains 
along ::\Iontague road cannot be advanced 
against the running of trams for the purpose 
.of carrying merchandise to and. from the 
industries which are springing l.lP in that 
thoroughfare. In Sydney the tramways 

[Mr. Maxwdl. 

haul a lot of merchandise during the night 
time. 

\V c hea~d a good deal about the con
struction of a branch railway line to :Men
ta U'ue road and its construction was 
virlually pr~mised by the GoYcrnment ~t 
the last election, but in the end they sa1cl 
they had not the money to construct it. ~y 
hanclinrr over the tramways to the city 
counci( and allowing those who have a 
greater interest in the ;,~~rlous dis~ricts to 
control them. better results might be 
secured. If the district has direct rep.resen
tation on the citv council, especially 1f the 
reprcsentatiYe be" a Nationalist, it will be 
hotter sonecl than if copresentecl by a 
person ''··ho has to. o_bey the dictates .of some
one else. I am vo1cmg the needs of my ele:
toruto, and I wish to make this emphatic 
protest ag· inst the non-completwn of the 
tramwa·c extensions I have mentioned. 
Claus~ 50 agreed to. 
Clause 51-" Prot·ision for Enlar(!• rncnt of 

t!te City"-
The HG:'dE 'SECRETARY (Hon. J. 

St.opford, Mount J[or(Jan): I beg to move 
the following amendment:-

" On line 4, page 27, after the word-
' case.' 

insert the word-
' and.'" 

Amcndmmt (Jlr. Stopford) ag-reed to. 
Claus0. as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 52 and 53, and Schedules L and 

II.. agreod to. 
The House rcoumed. 
'The CH.\ITiliL\" reported the Bill with 

amend1ncnts. 
The third reading of the Bill >vas made 

a~. Order of the Day for Friday next. 

[3.30 p.m.] 
COTTOK IKD"CSTRY ACT A:ME::s-D:\IE:'\T 

BILL. 
Col\D!ITTEE. 

(Jir. Pol/ock, Grcoory, 'in- the chrtir. · 

Clnuse 1-" ShrJrt title rwd construrtic' of 
.A rt''~agrecd to. 

Clauw 2-" Acmendmcnts to Princip2l 
~1ct "~ 

:\Ir. CORSER (B11rnctt): I beg to move 
ihc follo ing amendment:-

" On lino 5, page 2, after the word
' cotton,' 

insert the >v.ords-
' Pro··ided that ratoon cotton shall 

1:ot be acquired unle-5:-: and until at a. 
pdl of the cotton-growers held as pre
scribed, a1n.Ljority of such gro~\·~r.s haY; 
Yoted in favour of such acqu1s1hon o ... 
r , to on coiton.' " 

The i.dea of the amendment is to proyicle 
that rat.oon shall not be included in the Bill, 
and therefore shall not come under the pro
vi:oi.ons and the OJ18rations of the Bri~ish
Australian Cotton AssociatiOn, Lnmtecl. 
At the ]1re·ent time the agreement really 
Rpplies to cotton that. is seed cotton. and 
tbero has been no pronsJOn for ratoon cotton 
because the Gov0n1n1ent had prcYioudy pro
hibited its g;rowth. This amendment is of 
interest to tlw growers, not only as to tl;e 
yaluc cf the lint, but more particularly 111 
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the matter of the \·alue of the seed. If 
ratoon cotton is excluded from this clause, 
the acquisition of ratoon cotton will not 
come about, and the growers will have an 
opportunity, by their own votes, of saying 
whetl,er or not they shall directly handle 
it. The amendment has a direct bearing, 
i1oasmuch as cotton seed is a verv valuable 
commocity. Tho agreement provided that 
the British-Australian CottDn Association 
ehould pay only £1 per ton for cotton seed 
last year, and £1 10s. per ton this year. 
That cotton seed is worth £4 or £5 per ton 
to the farmers. If ratoon CDtton is not 
included in the agreement, the growers will 
haYe an opportunity of managing and con
trolling the ginning and marketing of ratoon 
cotton. 

~Ir. HAHTLEY: ·would not that mean that 
thr':,' \Yould ha Ye to erect new ginneriP-s? 

:'.lr. CORSER: ="!ot necessarily. Seve1·al 
ginn_cries were idlo last y<:Lr, and it is quite 
po"1ble that the ratoon farmers could 
acquire the use of one of those ginneries for 
the ,-ear-of course. with the consent of the 
:t\Iini,ter and the British-Australian Cotton 
AssociatiDn The_Y could urrange to pay a 
rental for the g-innery. Of course. that would 
b• subject to the approYal of the Miuister 
ancl the ron~rnt of the British-Australian 
Cotton ~-\.~sociRtion. If the Minister is not 
the dictator in this matter, who is? The 
hon. gentleman has taken a wrong attitude. 
If he is not going to deal with the matter, 
a~ we hope he \Vill. from a comn1on sense 
ancl dispassionate point of view it will 
rertainlv moon that somebodv 'will say 
thin!Ys that will not bf' in the l)est interests 
of tlw grower. It \~ill be agreed that we 
are at wme little disadvantage in discussing 
this arnendment at the present moment, 
because Senator Masw Greene. Mr. 
::\hroTeg·or, and others just at present are 
nutting forward certain propositions as a 
basis for negotiations with the cotton-
2Tnwers, and thnt might alter the tone of 
our argu1nent. "\V e ('an only vie\v the agree
ment as it is to-day, and nDt what it might 
be after tho farmers have met and after a 
rerhin vote has been taken. The Bill 
makes it possible for the cotton-g-rowe-r to 
pTow Pltoon rotten, and we can only assume 
that this ratoon coiton is going lo be 
iJeclncled in the agr0ement and ginned by 
the no"'er.s th:1t support the growing of 
F:occlling cotton. ~f,v am0ndment nrovid<?R 
that th'' rdoon cotton shall not be included 
with tlw s"r'HinO" cotton, nnd that the 
far"·rrs sh'll h've an onnDrtunitv of taking 

yr+•-which j .. nroYirlPrl for~to decide 
wlwther the:-· shall contra'! it or not. 

:Hr. H-\LTLEY: "\Vould not vour amend
nicnt 8rCcrt thP ncD·ob8tions th'at are going 
on a~ the THP~cnt tin1c? 

:\Jr. C"ORSER: No, because. if the ne~D
Hations aro sncr.cs ful at. all. the.'/ are gmng 
to be succoosfnl through th0 fact that the 
~·l :J\'\'or lrill l1aV8 rontrol, and Ye arc .asking 
that the rrowN shall have control of ratoon 
cottDn. Tlw Minister, the Government. and 
thn British-_\nstro lian Cotton Aswciation
all ,.f "·born will have ,,,)me sav in thf' 
handling Df this class of cotton-hav", claimed 
that it is not a markcLble commodity; they 
),a,-c rhinwd that· it is llDt legal tender; 
that it is not a good asset to the State; and 
tlwv ha.-e banned it right alon((. Why 
should those of us who have convinced the 
Government of the necessity to amend the 

law-though they have not amended their 
cDnsciences in the matter-give t-o the enemy 
of ratDon cotton the right to handle that pro· 
duct when, to pmve that they were right, 
they must prove that. rat,oon cotton is not 
a valuable cDmmodity? The grower is the 
man concerned. He has claimed that 1t is a 
valuable commodity, and he has pmved that 
it is a valuable commDdity, and surely it 
would be better to give him the handling 
of that commodity. The amendment dDes 
not say we are going to give it tD him. It 
merely asks that the growers be given an 
Dpportunity to take a vote on the matter, 
which is a very reasonable request. 

Mr. CLAYTOK (Tricle Bay): I do not 
think t-hat any Government claiming tD be 
democrnhc ran object to the amendment. 
I hope that, if the Minister has a democratic 
feeling towards the cotton industry, he will 
agree to a poll being taken and a ma.jmity 
of the grDW0rs being allowed to decid" t-his 
ratoon question. Last session a great deal 
of time was taken up in discussing this all
important questiDn, and recently it has been 
proved that ratoon cotton is of CDmmercia.l 
value; but, instead of taking the Dnns upon 
ourselves, we want to do the demDcratio 
thing and giYe the grmYers an Dpportunity 
to express their opinion as to the wisdom 
or othenYise of gwwing ratDon cotton. I dD 
not think you can go past t-he experience 
of the practical cotton-growers in Queens
land. They have proved by practical experi
ence that ratoon cottDn is of commercial 
value. 

The CHAJRMAN: Order! The hon. mem
ber will not be in order in dealing with the 
growth of ratoon cotton. The principle of 
thP acquisition of ratoon cotton is the ques
tion inYolvcd in the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Our climatic conditions 
have proved that it is necessary that an 
amendment such as this should be intro
duced. Do you rule, :Jir. Pollock, that I 
cannDt discuss ratoon cottDn under this 
amendment, which reads-

" l'roYided ihat ratoon cotton sha!I not 
be acquired unless .and until at a. poll of 
the cDtton-gmwers held as prescribed, a 
majority of suPh growers, have vDted in 
faYour of such acqll!sitwn of ratoon 
cotton?" 

The CHAIRMAN : If the hDn. member 
had listened, he would know t-hat I said he 
>vmlld not be in order in d<caling with any
thing other than the quc,tion of the acquisi
tion of ratoon cotton on the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTO='f: We have pmved that 
the arquisitiDn of ratoon cDtton has been a 
move in the right direct-ion, and that ratoon 
cotton is of commercial value. The bene
fits tD be obtained from the acquisition of 
ratcon cotton haYe been proved through the 
organisation of the Cotton Growers' "CniDn 
in Central Queensland. I think that the 
Minister in introducing the BilL and the 
hon. member for Burnett in mm·ing his 
amendment. have indicated that the acqui
sition of ratoon cDtton is desirable. I have 
pleasure in supporting the amendment. 

Mr. MOHGAN (Mm·illa): Seeing- what. has 
happened during the past tweh-e months 
through the agitation which has been brought 
about in connection with the grDwing of 
ratoon cotton, it is not right that the acqui
sit-ion of ratoon cotton should be undertaken 
by the GDvernment. The ratoonfsts all 

illr. J1.101·gan.] 
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through fought what may be called a lone 
hand. They have had to fight the pre· 
judice which has been raised by the spinners 
in the old countrv. Thev have also had to 
recognise the fact that in certain parts of 
the world rat.oon cotton has not been looked 
upon as a marketable commodity, and was 
not likely to bring a favourable price. 
Hitherto those who grew ratoon cotton were 
breaking the la.w. The Government have 
now thought fit to bring in a Bill for the 
purpose of making the growing of rat.oon 
cotton lawful. Thev are also bringing in 
an amending measure for the purpose ')f 
acquiring the ratoon cotton which up to 
the present has not been looked upon as 
something which could be lawfully g-rown 
or sold. :t\ow that the Minister has decided 
that ratoon cotton can be grown under cer
tain conditions, I think the ratoonists should 
have an opportunity of being able to record 
a vote, if they so desire, as to whether the 
Government shall acquire ratoon cott.on or 
not. It seems only a fair and democratic 
proposition. 

I hope that the Minister will agree to the 
amendment which has been moved by the 
hon. member for Burnett, and before the 
British-Australian Cotton Association is 
allowed to gin the cotton give the growers 
an opportunity of voting on the question of 
whether the cotton should be acquired, or of 
deci·ding whether they can do better in some 
other way. \Ve have had twelve months' 
experieince of what mav be done and of the 
working of the ag-reement with the British
Australian Cotton Association, and there is 
a g-roat diversity of opinion amongst the 
cotton-growers as to whether we have 
adopted the proper course by entering into 
the agr.oement with regard to plant cotton. 
After the experience we have had in the 
case of plant cot I on, the growers should be 
in a position to say whether it is rig-ht to 
allow the British-Australian Cotton Associa
tion to g-in ratoon cotlon. It might be much 
better for the growers of ratoon cotton to 
strike out on their own without any control 
bv the asS<'ciation or the Government. It 
might be bPtter for them to g-in it and 
market it, and show in that way that it is 
possible to grow ratoon cotton profitably. 
If that can b0 done by the g-rowers of ratoon 
cotton. it will be a g-ood thing for all the 
cotton-growers of Queensland. I .. trust that 
the Mini3tcr will give these men an oppor· 
tunity of controlling their own industry, as 
it were, without any interference by the 
British-.A mtralian Cotton Association. and. 
if they wish, show that they are capable of 
having it dealt with in such a way that it 
will be equal to if not superior to plant 
cotton. The Bill does not say what advance 
can be made on ratoon cotton. 

The SECRE'f.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Ve are 
not making any adyance at all. 

Mr. MORGAK: It is left entirelv in the 
hand:> of the Minister, and, if this' amend· 
m-ent is carried, it will allow the growers of 
ratoon cotton, with the knowledge that no 
advance is guarantee-d, to vote for the acqui
sition of their cot'on bv the Governn1ent and 
its ginning by the British-Australian Cotton 
Association or to vote in favour of another 
plan. If they desire to gin their own cotton 
and market it, it is only a fair thing that 
they should be allowed to do so, more especi· 
ally when it is doing no injury or damage to 
the rest of the community. The Government 
would be quite justified in taking over 

[.Mr. Morgan. 

Tatoon cotton if the growers agreed by a poll, 
but it must be recognised that the Govern
ment would not be doing the right thing if 
the growers themselves desired to gin. and 
market their own cotton. That is a very 
important qu·estion. An agreement has been 
entered into by the Go,·ern.ment with respect 
to cotton seed, and the a(ireement has been 
in operation for some time. 

The CHAIRMA:c-J: Order! 

Mr. MORGA:\: If the amendment is 
carried, then the ratoon cotton-growers will 
lw able to use the seed that thev obtain 
from ratoon cotton if thev so desire. The 
people are beginning to r~cog·nise the value 
of cotton seed as fodder for dairy stock. 

:Mr. COLLTKS: Has the hon. gen;-leman 
fed his cattle on it' 

Mr. MORGAC'J: Yes: cattle will do excep· 
tiona!ly well on it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Tho hon. 
gentleman is not dealing with the amend· 
L1eut. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I want to show that if 
the amendment is canied, the ra toonist will 
be able to h<Lndle the seed as he desires, and 
if it is not carried. the seed from the ratoon 
cotton will go into the possession of the 
British-Australian Cotton Association. That 
is a very important factor, and one which 
has actuated the hon member for Burnett 
in moving the amendment. 

Mr. BcLCOCK : What process would the 
seed have to go through when being used 
for fodder? 

Mr. MORGAN: I have fed stud cattle on 
the seed, and it is not necessary to put it 
through any process whatever. At first I 
boiled it, .<tnd then I found that there was 
no necessity to boil it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: Only a 
small quantity would be used \for that 
purpose. 

Mr. MORGAN: The fattening quality of 
cotton seed is supNior to that of maize. 
It is no good for pigs or horses. but it can 
be giYen without treatment to animab tha~ 
chew the cu·d. 

The CHAIR2\1A"'': Order! I shall ask 
the hon. gentleman to resume his seat if he 
doe~ not deal with the amendment. 

Mr. 1\TORGA"J: OnP rea--on for 1h0 amend
ment is the fact that the ~rower of ratoon 
cc_ tton will be able to us<' his seed a.. he 
cl, 'ires, and that is 'Thv I anruo that th'' 
~TO\\Cr should be allo,-·od to 'take a poll. 
Uno of the reasons '·' hy thc> grower,; "ould 
Yote rtgainst handing over rrttoon cohon is 
the ·fact that the seed is " valuable 
commodity. 

Mr. F.\RRELL: Yet the grmv0rs are a'king 
for an advunce against their ratoon cotton. 

~\1r. '\IORG . ..\"J: T "'ppo,;c snmc of them 
hrtsc ask0d for an arl.vance rt!Iain-;t the nttoon 
eolton that was <rrown illeg-ally. If the 
ratoon cotton-grower,; decide to Ynte ag:.inst 
thF Government acquiring the ratoon 
cotton. they do it with the full kno-.vledge 
that thev can obtain no ad.-ance fro,:n the 
Government. No Government wonlci allow 
them en advance if thev conld not l:m .. ndle 
tl1e commodity. I certainly think tha \ no 
har•n can be clone by allowing the cotton
growers to control their own industry. and 
this is a step in that direction. If the 
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.~'mendment is carried, the ratoon cotton
··7rowers can utilise their own cotton seed 
-~nd market thc·ir own ratoon cotton as the.·{ 
c;.usire, and will have the right to handlu 
their cornmodity in the same vvav as they 
1u:ndle all other products of th~ir farm•. 
I hope the Minister will accept the 
,amendment. 

Mr. IL\RTLEY (Fitzroy): I hope the 
am<>ndment will not be accepted. I cannot 

·understand hon. members opposite. who 
ou"ht to bD in touch with the position. 
n1ot_~Ting· and supporting the alnendment. at 
this stage. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \\'hy not let the farmers 
·control their own commodity·; 

Mr. HARTLEY: They can contl'ol it 
·under certain conditions. 

Mr. CLAYTO~: Price-fixing conditions. 
Mr. HARTLEY: If I understo,nd the 

·position rightly, the growers are a bit afraid 
r-ow that thev have too much control of thell' 
-own commodity. That doubt has arisen in 
their minds since the Government have 
5tepped aside. 

J'l1r. CoRSER: The Government have not 
·stepped aside. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The Government have side
·stepped the question. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The Government m 
introducing this amending Bill are stepping 
aside and giving permission to growers to 
-<(row ratoon cotton under certain conditions. 
"This amendment would have three bad effects 
if it was inserted. Firstly, it would prevent 
·the Government from making any guarantee. 

Mr. CoRSER: They are not making a 
:guarantee. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It would prewnt them 
Jrom doing '0· 

Mr. CoRSER: The Government saY thev 
will not give a guarantee. The Minister will 
tell you that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The Government have 
been asked by the growers to give a guaran
·we. 

Mr. CoRSER: The ::\finiste·r will tell vou 
. that there is no guarantee for ratoon cotton. 
The Government refused to give a guarantee. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The growers of ratoon 
.a>:ked for a guaranteed price. It does not 
matter whether they have been refused on 
the first time of their asking. The amend
ment, secondly, would throw upon the ratoon 
,growers the responsibility of ginning. 
rnarketing, and selling their cotton befote 
gdting any return at alL It would prevent 
the Minister giving them an advance 
rr1cB. They 11·ould be left at the 
rncrcy of the banks to finanre rheir 
crons. If the amc>ndment is not carried 
the. :Minister will have )1o\\·e to make an 
advance on the ratoon crop. As thD position 
'-'tands at present. ratoon cotton j., part 
of the product which will be handled by the 
British-Australian Cotton Association. Tlw 
third reason why the amendment should not 
be accepted is because the grm,·et· of ratoon 
·cotton would have no possibility of getting 
his crop ginned until he built or obtained 
pt rrni··.sion to build a cotton gin, or waited 
until after the annual cotton season had 
fmished and made terms with the British
A nstralian Cotton Association to gin his crop. 
'That is an undesirable position, and is not 
one that the majority of ratoon cotton 
,growers want to take up. 

111-. EDWARDS: \Vhy not give them a vote 
on the question? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am satisfied that they 
do not want to vote on it. 

I\fr. C'OHSEH: They do. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I have been in touch 
with a good few cotton-growers in the Central 
District. which is one of the large't cotton
growing districts in Queensland, and I know 
that since the "Towers have got permtsswn 
to g~ow ratoon c';,tton, they are fairly content. 
I do not say they ha ye got all they want. 
This is one of those things wh(cre the growers 

did not quite see wherf.' they were 
[4 p.m.] going. They fir,,t asked to be 

allowed to grow ratoon cotton. 
and now they ask to have the right to market 
their own ~otton. \Ve must consider what 
effect this amendment would have on the 
rresent arrangement between the cotton
growers and the British Australian Cotton 
~-\ssociation. Negotiations are at pre .. ent 
o·oinO' on for the taking over bv the cotton
g·JOv:ers of the whole of the piant and the 
assets of the British-Australian Cotton Asso
ciation, Limited. That is on the under
standing that things remain as they are, and 
n:Jt as they would be if this big section of 
thP crop were withdrawn f.rom the operations 
of the association. Such a step would imme
diately affect the whole position, and the 
neg-otiations would have to be gone over 
ag:iin. Even as things are it is going to be 
a vet·y difficult thing for the two parties to 
come together. 

Mr. FARRELL: Particularh· in view of the 
8 per cent. interest. · 

::Vlr. HARTLEY: Yes, particularly whe_n 
they are asked to pay 8 per cent. on their 
purchase debentures. 

~<Ir. CORSER: They have not decided to 
pay it yet. 

Mr. HARTLEY: No, and, if the hon. 
member's amendment is accepted, it will 
complicate the position and prevent any 
decision being arrived at. I am afraid of 
the position even as it is at present. I am 
afraid the growers have become a little 
frightened . 

Mr. ED\VARDS: My word, they ha Ye! 
}lr. HARTLEY: Y.es, and hon. members 

opposite are responsible for that. After 
1926 the Gm·ernment will not extend the 
cotton agreement. That will cause the 
growers either to make their own negotia
tions with the British-Australian Cotton 
Association to gin their crop, leaving them 
at thn !Jlercv of the association to dictate 
any terms 'they like or having to faee 
the alternative of taking over the whole of 
thC> 1Jant of the a'-soriation. I ~u11 very 
much afraid 1 hey will be forced into taking 
over these as,ets without giving due regard 
to writing them down to set off the over
c pitalisation of the association and the 
extravagant 1nanagem.ent of the ginneries. 
That is one of the effects this amendment 
would have on the present position, and I 
think the hon. member for Burnett would 
be wise to withdraw the amendment. I 
cannot see that the hon. member is going to 
help the grower of ratoon cotton in any way. 
\Vith the amen·ding Bill as it stands the 
grower will have the right to go to the 
Minister and ask for an a>dvanee against his 
crop to carry him over the period while his 
crop is being ginned and marketed. The 
ginning ,and marketing of the crop will be 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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carried out by the British-Australian Cotton 
Association, Limited. I take it that that will 
be the case, as all cotton in Queensland will 
come under the scope of the agreement until 
1926. To take this specific class of cotton 
from the scope of the treatment of the 
a~·,ocia tion and the Minister will leave the 
grower of ratoon cotton right up in the ,air, 
both as Tegards the advance over his cotton 
ar,d the facilities available for ginnin5 his 
crop. I hope the amendment will be defeated. 

Mr. SWAYNE (J1irani): I am surprised 
at the opposition to this amendment. I was 
hoping to see the Minister get up and accept 
it. Until this .amending Bill was launched 
ratoon cotton was banned, and now this Bill 
makes ratoon cotton one of the cottons to 
be taken over by the British-Australian 
Cotton Association, Limited. The object of 
the amendment is to make it optional for the 
farmer either to handle his own cotton or to 
hand it over to the association. \Yhen all 
the circumstances .are taken into considera
tion it is quite possib1e that the growers may 
prefer to handle th3 ratoon cotton them
selves. 

There has been .a very pronounced 
opinion expressed by the British-Australian 
Cotton Association against ratoon cotton, 
and. although there is now a probability of 
their taking over the control of ratoon 
cctton. at the same time there is room for 
.apprehension that their treatment of that 
cotton may not be .altogether sympathetic. 
It is only natural that the growers should 
have that feeling, and all the amendment 
proposcc to do is to leave it at the option 
of the growers as to whether ratoon cotton 
shall be taken over by the British-Aus
tralian Cot ton Association or whether they 
will control it themselves. I note that the 
Commonwealth Government have appro
priated certain moneys for the encourage
ment of exports, and they are prepared to 
make an advance of 30 per cent. of the value 
of some pl"imary products exported from 
Australia. In view of that assistance, the 
cotton-growers might say, "We will export 
our ratoon cotton ourselves. \Ve will take 
advantage of the advance that can be 
obtained from the Commonwealth Govern
ment on exports, a.nd under the circum
stances it is to our interests that we should 
control the ratoon cotton ourselves." What 
objPrtion can the Minister have to that? 
It is in kPeping with what has been urged 
throuq:hout the farming districts for some 
considerable time-that the producers in 
any particular industry should have con
trol of their own product. The .amend
ment simnlv leavps it to the growers 
to say whether they want the ratoon 
cotton to be dealt with bv the same 
people who arc handling seed cotton, 
or whether that ratoon cotton shall be con
trolled bv themsclvc,. I c,m sec no objec
tion to that. I think it is a fair request 
for the growers to make, and I am quite 
sm·e that the p;rowers will be in favour of a 
r.rovision of that kind. 

Mr. LOGAX (1-ockycr): I am in favour 
of th0 ame-ndment, and I would like to see 
the, Minister accept it. At the present time 
there is no provision in regard to the con
trol of ratoon cotton, consequently it is 
reasone ble that the grow0rs should be 
a!Iowed to control that commodity t.hem.
sp!v0s. 

The hon. membpr· for Fitzrov raised cer
tain objections to the amendme'nt. Ile said 

[.Mr. Hartley. 

that it would prevent the Government from. 
gn·ing a guarantee. I cannot see that it is. 
going to prevent the Governn1ent from aiv
ing a guarantee if they so desire. By this
amendmeHt we are asking that ratoon 
cotton shall not be controlled bv the British
Australian Cotton Association· until a vote· 
has been taken by the growers, and they 
signify their wi!Iingness to the control being 
taken b;· the British-Australian Cotton Asso
ciation.· l:'erwnally, I would like to see the 
farmers control it themselves, because in 
such an event thev would -be able to utilise 
the seed for thei~ own purposes. At the 
pro,ent time the British- Australian Cotton 
Association are geiting the profits out of 
the ;;oed \vhich I think the farmers them
selvPs should have a right to. I would like 
to see the :\linister accept the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \Y. X. Gillies, Hacham): I ha,·o no 
intention of accepting· the ;\mendmeHt. It 
is well for the Committee. rithout going 
into d0tails. just to get a g-rrtsp <Jf the posi~ 
lion. The obiect of the Bill is to rc,move 
the ban on ratoon cotton and allow it to be 
grown under certain conditions, this n1akcs 
it quite dear that it comes wiihin the agree
n,cnt. It will be girmed under the agree
mc•nt. and it will be possible also for the 
GoYernn1ent to mako reasonable advances 
to cnable tlw farmers to market tlwir cotton . 
The clan'o provides for the rept•al of the 
'vord". "sped cotton," and the insertion 
cf the words " annual cotton" in lieu 
thereof. \Y c make the distinction between 
a1tnual and ratoon cotton CJUit.> dear. The· 
Dill wili enable tho Government to make 
an advance on ratoon cotton, but I am 
doubtful whether g-rowers of ratoon cotton· 
ciesire this amendment, because if such 
an amendment were put in the Bill, it 
wculd not be possible to make an advanco 
on ratoon cotton without a poll being 
carric·cl. \Ye arc told by hon. mecnberJ 
orrwsite that all grOW('l'S "·ill be grOWCl'S· 

of not onlv ratoon cotton, but annual cotton. 
It would ·further complicate the position if 
»·e allow the growNs of ratoon cotton to 
huve a vote as to what shall be done with 
their crop, and do not give the same privi
lege to the g-rowers of ftntmal cotton. The 
acceptance of the ;cmendment would only 
complicate maHers. in view of the facl; that 
IJC'gotiation;; an• proceeding at the present 
tin1e, and if thP~e n('~otiation.~ aro sa risfac
torilv terminated before the next Podia
men( there mav be no reason wh-: the whole 
cotton iegislation should not then b,, 
repPalcc'. I have no intention of imposing· 
anv conditions on farnlf'rs after the Govern
mc:nt g-uarantee' con1( to an end ,,-hich are 
held t; be nnfair; but whilf the agr0cment 
cxi:;:t~. \YC' -haY(' tn observe both tho.;:;c con
diiions. TbC' 11cople who talk about repndia-
1 inn ero rorr]J..- snp-gc-ting that the ugree
ment should bo repudiated. 

1\fr. C'ORRER : IY c never suggested that. 
:\obvly , uggcstNl it. 

The RECRETARY FOR AGRICl:JLTL'RE: 
Th0 g-uarantc0 is divided between the Com-
1llOll,Yf'alth and State Government-;. and that 
should bo kent in mind in dealing- with thig 
lr&:i~lation. The guarantN~ relates to annual 
cotton. and the reputation of annual cotton 
is wrapped up in ratoon cotton. In the next 
p1nce, th0 Rfrl'C'en1ent between th0 Govern~ 
mcnt and the British-Australian Cotton· 
Assot iation terminates in 1926. It can be 
tNmiHat"d earlier than that if the farmers-



Cotton Industry Act [15 OCTOBER.) Amendment Bill. 1601 

and the British-Australian CottoD A"ocia
'Lion mutual15· agree upon it, for the Go
,. ernment will not stand in the \Yay. \Yhen 
that takes place the legislation can be 
>Tpealed, ar;d the farmers can grow cotton 
in their own way. But while thoce two 
t.hjngs remain in existence, I cannot accep: 
the amendment, which would or<ly compli
cate the position so far as 1he agTeemcnt is 
c0ncerned. 

Mr. :\OTT (Stnrzley): After ]iotening to 
~he JV[inister's explanation, I cannot s2e that 
.the acceptance of the a1nend1nent i.s going 
to hftvc the c•ffect that he claims for it. It 
is interesting- to note that he has stated 
ihat he thought a mistake had be0n made' 
Hl the ori~lnal measure in the dew,cripi ion of 
,seed cotton. Instead of the \Yords "seed 
tC'Otton '' the description is. no'v to be 
" annual cotton." It seen1s strange right 
ihrou[;hout the piece the word '· ratoon' has 
been introduced into the cotton business at 
2iL It has complicated things to a con
·~1derable extent. and it was verv doubtful 
throughout Queensland until quite recenth
whether the word was used at all in n·gard 
to cotton. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLT"CRE: It is 
quite a proper word. It is defined in 
Webster's dietionary. 

Mr. 1'\0TT': The definition of "annual 
cotton" in the Bill is not altogether satis
factory-

" Cotton obtained from the first growth 
of the cotton plant after planting ; the 
term does not include ratoon cotton or 
tree cotton or any perennial cotton." 

'l'he CHAIRI\IAN: The hon. member is 
not deR.Iing with the amendment, which pro
poses that a poll of cotton-growers shall 
.determine '"hether ratoon cotton shall or 
shall not be acquired. 

Mr. NOTT: l am just endeavouring to get 
<Lt what is.the ratoon cotton to be acquired 
by the Bill, and I would like to say that 
annual cation as well as ratoon cotton is a 
product of a perennial plant or tree. I 
hardly follow the hon. member for Fitzroy 
when he sa;·s that the amendment would 
placp the growers at th0 n1ercy of the 
British-Australian Cotton A'sociation. 'Io mv 
mind the object is to giYe to the farmers ar1 
opportnnity to get away from the associ
tion control if they so desire. For some time 
past it has been the policy of the Govern
ment to take polls on various matt-ers con
nected with primary industries. \Ve have 
had polls on maize, wheat, milk eggs, and 
a munber of other matters, but in this case 
the Government baulk at the taking of a 
poll and they refuse to give the cotton
growers the right to ask for a poll. 

Another reason whv I would like to see 
the farmers have an· opportunity of taking 
a poll is that a group of farmers may decide 
to erect their own ginneries and market 
their own lint and seed, and I take it. that 
at this stage of our development primary 
producers should have every opportunity to 
establish further works to treat their pro
duct, whether they be co-operative or pro
prietary works, and it should be to the 
interest of the Government to foster any 
such move. \Ve hear quite a number of hon. 
members opposite saymg that they are out 
to assist secondary industries, but it seems 
to. me that by refusing to accept the amend
ment the :Minister is preventing the estab-

1924-5F 

lishment of seoondary industries in Queens
land other than by giving a monopoly to the 
British-Australian Cotton Association. 

vVe have heard one or two int.erjections 
about adva,nces on cotton a.nd wool for 
export. I am quite certain that there is 
no trouble in getting advances on the wool 
which is being exported from Queensland, 
and there should be no difficulty in getting 
advances on cotton once it is baled and ready 
for export. 

:\1r. HARTLEY : Whom do you get the 
adYanco fron1? 

Mr. NOTT: Whom do the wool people get 
their advance from now? 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Wool fell n per cent. the 
other day in Melbourne because they could 
not get an advance. 

::V[r. NOTT: I would like to see the cotton 
indu,try established on the same lines as 
the ,yool industry. It is rather a pity that 
there should be some differentiation between 
ratoon and annual cotton. Let it all be 
claswd as cot ton, and let it all realise a 
price based on its qualitv. The Minister 
1·could be well advised to aceept the amend
ment, and I hope he will consider it 
thoroughly before definitely declining to 
accept it. 

Mr. CORSER (Bumt•tt) : The hon. mem
ber for Stanley has put the case very well. 
The Minister claimed that an advance had 
been promised on ratoon cotton. The growers 
from one of the biggest cotton-growing dis
tricts in Qucensland-the Central Burnett
agrec'd to an adyance being made, but that 
was part of the scheme by which the Minis
ter was allowing them to grow ratoon cotton. 
The hon. member for Fitzroy seemed to be 
confused as to whether the Goyernment were 
going to make an advance or had guaranteed 
a price. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : He was 
not. 

Mr. CORSER: Does the Minister not wish 
to make the position quite clear? It is quite 
clear so far as the Opposition are concerned. 
If the Minister says that he is going to 
gLtarrtnteo ,a price for ratoon cotton, I will 
withdraw the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon. 
member for Fitzroy did not say what you 
;uggest. 

~Ir. CORSER : The hon. member for Fitz
rov was under tho impression that the 
GoYernment were guaranteeing the price. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. The 
hon. gentleman knows that there is no inten
tion to do that. 

Mr. CORSER: The remarks by the hon. 
member for Fitzroy may convey a ve1-y sig
nificant meaning in " Han(~ard," but the 
:\Iinister has stated definitely that the 
Government have not gqarant.eed a price. 
The growers have accepted certain conditions 
so as to be able to grow ratoon cotton, but 
thev also desire to handle that cotton. If 
the. Goyernment are not going to guarantee 
a price, why do they want to draw up an 
e.greement which is distasteful to the 
growers? The Act provides that certain 
cotton shall come under the agreement, and 
we claim that under the agreement the 
grower is not getting a fair go. 

Mr. Gorse!".) 
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The SECRETARY 
cotton comes under 

Mr. CORSER: 
for this Bill ? 

FOR AGRICULTURE: All 
the agreement. 

Then why the necessity 

'rh8 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Read 
the Act. 

Mr. CORSER: If all cotton is included 
in the agreement, why the necessity for this 
Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Read 
the agreement. 

Mr. CORSER: Never mind about the 
agreement; it deals with seed cotton. The 
::Vlinistcr knew what was meant bv seed 
cotton when he used that term. ·If the 
principal Act applies to ratoon cotton, why 
the nccescitv for this Bill? It provides for 
the possibility of co-operatively handling at 
least one-half of the cotton grown as against 
proprietary control. By opposing the amend
ment the Government are allowing all the 
cotton to he handl·ed by a proprietary com
pany. '[he Minister says that we are break
ing down the ag-reement. We have made 
no suggestion in that direction. The agree
n1C'nt is there, and we are going to honour 
it; but we arc not going to allow the ratoon 
cotton that is now permitted tD be grown 
to come under that agreement. The amend
ment means that the ratoon cotton to be 
grown shall be handl·cd co-operatively. The 
amendment seeks to make that possible. The 
Government members who have spoken have 
advocated the cotton crop being controlled 
by a proprietary cDnec,rn. That is the 
po~ition we arc onposing. The advance that 
the Minister speaks of could be arranged by 
any concern to whom the co-operative control 
sell their cotton. The Minister is not making 
an advance of 5~d. on ratoon cotton. He 
claims that its value is onlv 3d. or 4d. per 
lb., so he might make an" advance of ld. 
on it. The Minister cannot say what that 
advance is going to be. 

Mr. BuLCOC'K : Can you? 

:VIr. CORSER: It is going to be very little 
if the Governn10nt haYc their wav. The 
~Iinister must admit that cotton had a fair 
ntlue when he refused the growers pcrmis
s]on to f!'l'OW ratoon cotton. 

:VIr. FARRELL: You arc more concerned 
about. i'rat than about actual eotton-growing. 

Mr. COHSER: I am more concerned cbout 
the cotton-grower. I :,aid that I was pre
pared to withdraw the amcmLncnt if the 
Minister announced that h8 would give a 
guarantee of 5~d. per lb. on mtoo:1 cotton. 

As a cotton-grower I claim that, as the 
Minister is giving us nothing in the way of a 
guaranteed price. he should have no control 
over the crop. \Ve disagreed with hi'TI as to 
tbc agreement which he made, but we 
honoured it; but we do not wish a'! V further 
cotton tD be included in that agr·ee:,rent. 
Xobvithstanding all tha.t has been said, the 
British-Australian Cotton 1\ssociation arc 
anxious to obtain ra toon cotton. bccausl~ ihcv 
could obtain the seed at £1 a ton when i't 
is worth £4 to £5 a ton under co-oper:ttive 
rontro.l. Hon. n1embcrs opposite n1ust agr('e 
that the farnwrs are getting too little for 
their seed. ThP GoYcrnn1cnt claim that 
mtoon cotton will represent one-half of the 
total cr""' to be harvested this se.-1son. "Why 
then shuuld ratoon cotton be includcri in this 
gC'nerous agreement with a propriet-ary con
cern·~ 

[Jfr. Co1·ser. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Who determines the price· 
of the seed'! 

Mr. CORSER : The Government. 
~Ir. BULCOC'K: The Auditor-Gene-ral deter

nnncs it. 
l\1r. CORSER: I wish the hon. member 

would submit his value to the Auditor
General. The Minister quoted Webster's. 
dictionary as his authority with regard to, 
the definition of ratoon cotton. \Vel!, acon.l
ing to that authority, it derives its name 
from the wol·d "ratun," which is the Indian 
>Yard used to signify the growth of certain 
plants from the root. Now ratoon cotton 
doc•c;; r~ot grow fron1 the root, but fron1 the· 
old ota!k. The word " ratoon" might be 
properly applied to sugar-cane or sorghum. 

:\Jr. F. A. CooPER: It is a Spanish wo<·d. 

Mr. CORSER: It is an Indian word which 
is used to describe the second, third. and 
fourth growths of cane, but it cannot be 
properly applied to a second growth of cotton 
any more than it can be apjllicd to roses, 
apples, peaches, or any other phnts whicn 
throw Dut frc3h growths from the stalk and 
not from the root. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTcm;: Doe< 
sctg·ar-cane grow from the stalk'! 

Mr. CORSER: I ha1'e moved the amend
Inent r a. protest against the Government 
applying a systen:. of propriet_~ry control 111 

r·rcfcrei:ce to co-operative control to cotton. 

[4 30 p.n .l 
Question~That the words jll'oposed to be 

inse1·ted i1, clause 2 (Jfr. Corser's amend
m c n t) be so insertecl~put and the Com
mittee diYidcd. 
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Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I beg to move 
the following amendment:-

" After line 21, page 2, insert a new 
paragraph reading-

' (iv.) (a) Subsection three of section 
ten of the principal Act is repealed.' " 

SubEcction (3) of section 10 of the principal 
Act reads-· 

"Xo p0rson, unless under the autho
rity of the Minister, shall establish a 
ginning plant in any .district during the 
currency of any agreement made by the 
Go~,_ 2rnn1ent 1vith any assoriation or 
company fol' thP purpose of ginning, 
treatlnen.t, grading·, preparation, or 
nu1nufacrurc of cotton." 

'T11ough the Government have the ri~ht in 
the prPlimi!lary part of this clause to a~quire 
rr)tt<•n ago Inst cur lvish, it is not essential 
that tlwy shall <>xcrcise that right. The 
amendment dDcs not say that it is essential 
that a co-operati,-e ginrwry should be estab
li· hcd, but, if the grmnc>rs think they c:tn do 
better, It g1vcs th,•m that Dption, provided 
the Gov,ornment "grcc. I do not think that 
is an unreasonable request, but it will mean 
a YC'ry g-rt~at d£'al to the growers. \Ve can
not anticipate any future ag-reement that 
m!g·}~l· lx• mad0 bchn:-en the crrowers and the 
British-A uetra lian Cotton A~SDciation. \Ve 
cannot anticipate fit the pr.esent time what 
the outco:nc Df these conferences is likelv 
to be_. Al_J \VC can do, . when this amending 
Bill rs gomg thr·oue;h, Is to do the best we 
<':-tn for the gro\VC'r. It is no O'ood saviha 
th1.t CE'rtain . negDtiation? aro t;kinQ" Plac~ 
wh1ch arc gmnc- to do this or that. \Ye can
not flnticinate- any of these things. We 
s~oulcl make all the nrovision possible to 
g1Yc to the forrr,f'rs all the control that is 
ncccsse17 for the treatment of ratoon cDtton 
and the loandling of the seed of ratoon 
cotton. 

The SECRETARY FOR £\G1UC1~LTDRE 
(Hon. IV. X. Gillies, Rarham): I cannot 
accept this amendment for the reasons that 
I <;a vc in regard to the previous amendment. 
rrherc i~ an agreement ~n existence, and, 
nnlcss that agreement IS terminated bv 
nJutuHl arrung-crnent between the growct.;--s 
and the British-Australian CDttDn Associa
tion. it must stand until 1926. If the present 
negotiations are succcssful-I sincerely hope 
thcv will be successful, and that the farmers 
will be ahle to make the verv best terms 
pos~ible-it may be necc .. sarv ne,t se~'iion to 
bring in legi~lation to canCel the 0:xisting 
ngTcc•ment find vrdidatc the agree1nent 
."rriv,_-d flt. Thai will be done if necessarv. 
It may be possible tD carry out on agree
ment without any anwnding legislation at 
all; L rt at the present time, while the a<;rC'e
rncnt obl ~in~, I cannot agree to the d0letion 
d cubsoction (3) of section 10 of the prin
cipal Act. 

Mr. ConsER : Reed cotton ,,-ill b•' protected 
It only refers to ratoon c::>tto'l. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl 'L1TRE: 
,\11 the cotton must be cl•alt ,,.ilh bv one 
nt..thoritY. I do rot care whether that 
rnthori(: is the British- \mtralian C0tton 
A;;.sochttion or the f'Jrm0r;;; thcms,.lvcs. So 
Jor;g as the g-uarar.t0n obtai11S we cannot 
allow rvrr~,· litt1P sPction of the ·.rrow(·r~ to 
['in their cotton in their own way-probably 

destroying it in the process-by establish
jug or erecting unsatisfactory gi1ming 
machinery, and in that way ruining the
reputation of Australian cotton. The Federa: 
Government would not agree to it, r:nd 1 
certainly would not agree to it, while the· 
r,-u.arantee Dbtains. While we rtre allowing 
!:Towers to grow ratoon cotton. we have to. 
nfeguard the gmwers of annual cotton, and 
to sec that tho reputation of Aust1·alian, 
cotton is properly maintained. 'That can 
or•ly be done by the cott.on being ginned' 
ar,d marketed by ono authority. I am not 
concerned witb the question as to whether 
that authority is the Dritish-Australian 
Cc.tton Association or the farmers themselves. 
1f the farmers take over the cotton and! 
market it under an authorised scheme there 
will be no Dne more pleawd th:1n m;;·self; 
but un~.il that time arrives the ginning and: 
markctmg of cotton must be controlled by 
one authoritv. All tho advice o,nd infvrma-~ 
tion I have been able to obtain goes to show 
that the control of the indmtn- muet be· 
U'1clcr one authority. Cotton m{;st be pro
pNly graded, ginned, and marketed, other
" ise our cotton industry is not worth the 
p>cper that I hold in my bend. \Ve are not 
going to allo\v ovcr.vono to gro·w, gin. and! 
market cotton in thc•ir own v~av. It would: 
he a Vl'I',Y bad il1ing for the indtJst:ry. rr th3 
f;,rmcrs want to take control of Hw industrv. 
and under <-1 properl;v~organiscd schcrne carr:c 
l'ut the work themselves, J shall bo quite 
agret•a.blc; but while the guarantee exists, 
-..n~ cannot agree to the cotton crop being 
c;ealt with piecemeal. It mu't be deal: 
y;'ith as a 'vholc, particularly so r~r as 
ginning, grading, and market.ing are 
coucerned. I cannot accept the arnendment. 

Amendment (."'fr. CorBer) negatived. 

1\II·. CORSER (flurnett): I beg to move 
the following amendment:--

" On line 36, page 2, after the word-· 
'first,' 

insert the words-
' or second.' '! 

The growers who have resisted the Act and 
eHdeavonred to break dovvn the oppo::ition 
of the Government to ratoon cotton have· 
rdl along asked to be allowed to grow first 
and second year ratoons. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTCRil: XD. 

:\Ir. CORSER: They have right lLlong 
ad<ed for the first and second year ratoons.~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE: No
first-year ratoons. 

1\lr. CORSER: ThP rc,olutioC~s of the 
C'en1 ral Di: trict Council of Agriculture and• 
the Cotton Growers' cninn of Queensland 
cloow that- rig-ht along th•, g-rmvers havre 
ll1 gcd upon the State and Commonwealth 
Go,~rrnmrnts ihe ner0ssity of being per
n;ittcd to grow first and t;"econd vear ratoons. 
This arneudment onl:t {"oes alo;1g- that line. 
1 t proposes to permit the• growing of ''con cl
year ratoons. If. as ha~s been stated in 
1nnny })lace'~, a groat amount rf f.iUr ratoon 
cdton will be killed bv th•~' cold weather in 
tl:c coastal areas and in the inland d1~4tricts. 
v~l1at hw, the Minister to fear 9 \\'here 
r~toon coiton can be g-ro1:" succcosfullv the 
first Year. there is nothing to prove that It 
is r.ot po.s . .;iL1e to gTOIV very good cotton frorr.. 
a ,econd ratoon. The am<'ndment asks that 
first and second ,~car ratoons may be per
n,ittcd to be grown, ftnd in the opinion or 

JJfr. Corser.] 
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many cotton-growers in the State, th'lt is a 
'ery motlerate concession to ask for. 

An 0PPOSTTIO:-i lVIE:liBER : It should be five 
scars. 

Mr. COHSER: \Y,, hear Opposition mem
bers who know something about the gro)vinf; 
·of ratoon cotton claiming that the aniend
mcmt is too modemte. while hon. members 
on the Government side, who have h>td to 
p,-ive way in one particular. are reluct:tnt to 

cgrant that which is de,ired by the growers 
themselves. In some parts of Sout·h America 
:t:o1no species of cotton ar~:~ grown year in 
~R nd year out for sixteen or eighteen ~'ears. 
In my own district cotton has been grown 
·en the same bushes for se1·enteen years 

Mr. NOTT: It has been grown up to fifty 
,years. 

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members will agree 
·that I was nrettv moderate when I said 
-sixteen years, 'and 'the hon. member for Stan
ley can vouch for fifty years. I showed t-he 
cotton from seventeen-year old bushes m mv 
district to an expert in this House not so 
long ago, and he said that it was a very 
£.ne cotton of the variety. In Peru and 
other South American countries very excel
-lent cotton of the tree variety is grown 
year in and year out on bushes which are not 
even ratooned. We have to consider that 
.aspect of the question, although I am not 
asking to include in my amendment cottons 
which are generally known as tree cottons, 
because they could not be dealt with as 
ratoon cottons. I think the evidence which 
<ean be gathered in this Chamber will prove 
that my request is very moderate, and I 
have much pleasure in moving the amend
ment, which embodies the desire of the 
advocates of ratoon cotton ever since the ban 
was imposed. 

2'Jlr. F:DWARDS (,Yanango): I hope the 
Minister will accept the amendment. In my 
opinion it is a very reasonable amendment, 
for the reason that a great deal of the 
<Cotton coming from the plants this season 
will be second year ratoon cotton, and, if 
the Minister st-ands steadfastly by the Bill 
as introduced, he will have to take immediate 
steps to see that tens of thousands of acres 
of cotton are immediately cleared. I know 
the hon. gentleman has no intention of 
doing anything of the sort., and therefore 
he cannot help in the interests of the industry 
agreeing to the amendment of the hon. mem
ber for Burnett. 

Mr. HARTLEY: There are not tens of 
thousands of acres of ratoon cotton in Queens
land. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The stat.ements that 
there were very few acres of ratoon cotton 
are nowhere near correct, because the ratoon 
<Cotton was sent in- as plant cotton. The 
Minister knows that the bulk of cotton last 
year was grown as rat.oon cotton, and the 
cotton which will come from those plants 
this year will be what should be termed 
second-year ratoon cotton. I therefore think 
the hon. gentleman would be well advised 
not only in accepting the amendment but 
also in making the conditions much more 
liberal t.han the hon. member for Burnett 
asks. He would be wise in allowing the 
growers to grow ratoons for at least three 
years, and then see the position of the cotton 
industry in Queensland before taking any 
further action. If that is not allowed, there 
will be another fight similar to that which 

[Mr. Corser. 

has taken place during the last year. which 
has gone a long way towards damning the 
industry in Queensland. 

Mr. B"CLCOCK (Barcoo) : I know that the 
Minister will not accept the amendment 
moved bv the hon. member for Burnett. If 
he were 'to accept it, ho would be accepting 
responsibilitie5 altogether disp~:oportionate to 
the benefits that might be gained by allowing 
second year ratoons to be grown. The whole 
quest;on of the cotton controversy is bound 
up inseparably with the question of the 
qualitv of plant cotton as compared with 
ratom; cotton. Hon. members opposite have 
claimed that first .and second ratoons and 
various other ratoons will have an equal 
value, or will have a marketable value, but 
anybodv who is prepared to take a broad 
view of this quc··.tion must realise that there 
is still a good deal of conflict of opinion. 
There is no grneral eonsensus of opinion con
cerning the cotton industry in this regard. 
Those who say that plant cotton 1s the only 
satishctory cotton can still bring for
ward aqnmJPnts in support of their con
tention, and those who say that ratoon cotton 
is a valuable article can also support their 
contention; but the fact remains that the 
factor of the market for cotton has deter
mine-d the action of the Minister on this 
particular occasion . 

At 4.53 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (Bremer), one of the 

pan0l of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. EDWARDS: No. Caucus whipped him 
up, as it whipped you up. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. gentleman has 
a hide too thick to be whipped up. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. gentleman knows 
that he is talking against his own conscience. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. gentleman has 
not ~ot, and never had, a conscience to talk 
against. 

Mr. EDWARDS: What a pitiful tale. 

Mr. BULCODK: I have here the 
"Americo,n Cotton Handbook," which, I take 
it, is a production ,of the leading 9ottop 
experts in the worlu, because Amerwa ts 
the chief cotton-producing country in the 
world in which Professor George F. 
Atkin~on, M.Sc., Professor of Botany in the 
Cornell University, United States of America, 
who is also connected with the Alabama 
Experimental Station, says that investiga
tion in this particular regard has proved 
conclusively that, in order to safeguard the 
crop and produce the best type of crop, the 
destruction of the volunteer plant in an 
abandoned field is an imperative nec-essity. 
I think the term "volunteer" is the correct 
term to apply to what we call "ratoon" 
cotton. 

Mr. EDWARDS: No. 
Mr. NOTT: No. 
Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman is a 

comedian. 
Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member for 

I\urnPtt knows that it takes some abilit:v 
to be a comedian, and he cannot rise to that 
standard. Professor Atkinson-against whom 
the hon. member for Burnett is prepared to 
pit his meagre opinion-also says that the 
cutting and burning off of cotton stalks is 
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c!esirable for the prt'vention of diseas0. and 
the ;;round should be ploughed at the same 
tim0. 

Those arguments w0re not brought for
ward during the last session, when the 
question of ratoon cotton against annual 
cotton was being discussed. The fact 
remains that the more one plunges into this 
question the more one becomes convinced 
that nobody seems to know whether the 
growing of ratoon cotton is the proper 
policy, or whether the growing· of annual 
cotton is the proper policy. I started off 
with a bias against ratoon cotton, but I 
believe now that, with the sea.·ons and cir
cumstances and possibilities of acclimatisa
tion and all the innumerable factors that 
are associated with the growth of cotton, we 
chall in the course of time evolve a type of 
cotton in Qu<:'cnsland that will be adaptable 
to Qaeensland only, and will present prob
lems that will not be found in the cultivation 
of cution in an)T other part of the Common
'Yealth or possibly in any other part of the 
Yvcrld. A markci has be0n made for cot
ton. in sDite of what hon. members 
oppo~itc haYe h8d to sa,- about what 
the G OYernment have done to odiscourage the 
cotton industr:·{, and I YC'nture to sa:v~ 
that the :\1inistcr has done more to encourage 
the cotton industry than any other indi
Yidu2l. ThG ban was placed on ratoon 
cotton to determine whether we could estab
lish 8. cotton market overseas for a satis
factor0' type of cotton. and by d.oing so 
establish ourselves as a cotton-growin!l' 
commnnitv. I still maintain that it is 
necessary ofor us to produce the best cotton. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: Hear, 
hear: 

:\Ir. BULCOCK : Hon. :11embers opposite 
111USt adn1it that, \vhilc ther was an increase 
in quantjty, there was g dln1inut1on in th8 
quality of rato.on cotton. Th"t is generally 
arlrnitted, and the inyestigations of :1\:Ir. 
Daniel Jones in England conclusiYely estab
lish the fact that ratoon cotton commands a 
bYYcr price than seed cotton. 

Mr. CoRSER: :1\o, no! The' e is ro proof 
of that at all. 

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. me nber can 
say '· Xo, no! " but that is only hi~ parrot
like contention. 

:\h. CORSER : You ha Ye to talk to orders. 
·You spoke in the opposite direction the 
other day. 

J\Ir. KERR: Y c·u mack a dilfcrent speech 
altogether. 

Mr. l3ULCOCK: I am deaFng wit!1 fact'. 
The hon. lli.('!11bcr for nur:iCH fot thQ pur
]WSe of political capital h'"' cndc 1Y01H"d to 
bring the cotton industry and the G-oYern
roE'nt into disrevute. IIorl. nlc,nb~·r'3 oppc·Tito 
h:.> YP sug·gested that the cotton-g1·m, Cl forced 
tbc hands of tho Govcrnm(·nt en tl1e rne"•tion 
of ratoon cotton. That is nut the <1ne tion 
.t all. The quP~tion now is v:hctlh~r tho 
u~arket oYcrscas, is capable of nb. ... Jrbjng our 
ntoon cotton. The London " Tin"''" has 
c·xp1·cssed an ovinion that arises out of that 
C'Jntention, and in the bee.t po<.iblc way 
sho1vs 1Yhy the gro\\Tjng of ratoon cotton is 
rnade possible. It say:c,-

n rfhe 1YDrLJ is so accustorncd to take 
its supplic, of cotton ''nd , ool for 
grar.t.ecl that it will eo ne as a shccl\: to 
find there is a distinct pussibility of a 
real famin8. Great Britain ha·c been 

slow to recog-ni,e the formidable char
acter of the~ dang-er to her prosperity 
\Yhich the cnrtailmeni, of raw cotton 
supplieo threatens. Cotton goods before 
the w3r represented one-third of the 
value of Britain's total exports. The 
\\·orld', demand for \Yoollons is rapidly 
increasing, and Sir A .. rthur Goldfinch 
assc·rted at the \V cmblev Conference 
that it was impo;-,jblc in l924 to ouppl_y 
!3Ullielrmt woo~ to h:eep th0 n1ills active. 
Happily the Dominions prcoont bound
less opportunitiP~. and failure is inexcus
able if the Empire neglects its oppor
tuniiies." 

It is obvious that, if there Jo a dearth in 
the supply of a colllmodity, there io a demand 
for it, and that is whv even cl<tss of that 
article can be market<'cl, but' at a price. 

'Yh. CORSER: Hear, hear! Yoa are coming· 
round. 

:Mr. BGLCOCK: The growers will have to· 
facc> the inevitable fact that the- time will 
arise sooner or later v. hen ratcon cotton will 
not b<e sufficiently yaJun,blc to make it worth 
while gro\~ ing·. ~If we a1·c going in for an 
unre~tricted policy of ratooning and allow 
not onlv second Yem· ratoons, but thitd and 
fou·rth ~ratoons-bccausc there is no saying 
where thi-; is going to stop-then w0 have 
to bear in mind that IYC arc la: ir1g the 
foundation of uncontrolled ratooning. Thi!> 
will mean the depletion of our cotton-grow
i11g areas, and, furthern1orc, we shall be 
C'Y'•couraging the insect and various other· 
pests that threaten our cotton industry. 
\Yhat did we read in the "Courier" this 
morning? It might be a mile-post along 
I he road, but the information is significant. 
The Director of Cotton reports that no fewer· 
than three different varieties of insect pests 
kn-e manifested themselves in the cotton
fields of the Lockyer district. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Thev are on plant cotton, 
too. ' 

;\fr. BULCOCK: That 
thcin .anv less dangerous 
cotton, d;es it? 

0PPOSITIOX interjections. 

does not make 
to the ratoon, 

l\!Ir. MORGAN: That knccks out :yom' argu-
ment. 

:\1r. BULCOCK: That does not knock out" 
ill) argument at all. If the pests are on 
plant cotton. ther0 is a possibility of destroy-

. ing the eggs b,- cultivating the· 
[5 p.m.] land: but with ratoon cotton, 

where the land cannot be "-m·ked· 
adequatelv, thNe is little possibilitv of com
bating the pests. That has been the experi
Pncc in the United States of America, and' 
it will be the ex1.erience in our ow·n State. 

The phase of the question that I want to
deal ,,·ith is that _we' are in the experimental 
~ta.ge E<o far as cotton culture is concerned. 
\\'hen looking- through some reports the 
other dav I was somewhat amused to find' 
that froln our last vcar's returns-I arn 
.qwaking nov of anm;al cotton-the cotton 
thnt '.',as grad.cd by our experts as "C " 
g-rade-our lov. Pst g-rade-brou~<ht the 
highest pric0 in LiYcrpool, ':hile_ our 
choicest o;rade-'' A ''-brought \he low0st 
nricc. Tliat sl:ow' that \Ye are onlv in the· 
throes o~ expBrJn,entatlon in this~ matter. 
The obvious question is not so much that 
f't marketinrr ratoon cotton separately, but" 
of clas:~ing ~~u~ cotton into distinct varieties, 
as we do our Yvcol, of which we have nearly 

111r. Bulcock.1. 
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thirty gra.des for export purposes. By doing 
that we ,hall get a fair and adequate value 
·for our cotton. 

I hope the Minister will re1use to accept 
this amendment. After 1926, when the 
rcsponsi8ili ty is exclusively on the gro\vers 
themecl;o•·s, the position may lw different. 
l suggest that, as we have expenmenhl plots, 
it might bo ad,•isablc for the Yiinistor, 
through the agenc,· of those expNimcnbl 
plots to pursue a vig·orous system of ratoDn
ing, undC'r a ·rigorous s.~~sto~n of 11rotectio·:1 
against pesb. so that we could determine 
am difference bchYcen first, second. third, 
and anv further number of ratoons the ~iin
ister 11~ighi like to continue experimenting 
with. 

The JHini,tC'r has been placed in a Yery 
difficult position in regard to the question of 
ra!oon and mmual cotton. and hon. members 
·opposite have l1een prone to cay that the 
~Iinistcr ha' dco;troved the cotton industrv. 
In 1919 the total ,:alue of the cotton pr~
duccc! in QucPuelan<l ".ts £853. Then the 
Dcpartmf'nt of .\gricultnre. under the direc
tion of the Minister. took a hand in the 
affair, and began to demonstrate that cotton 
could be gro·wn ~ucressfull~~~ in (iueensland, 
and, (k .... nitc \vhat hon. members opposite 
say io th0 contran'. in 1923 we produced 
11.769,502 lb. of cuiton, valued at £264,399 
sterling. 

The i'!BCRET.\RY FOR R\ILWAYS: That is a 
imDck-out to the Opposition. 

:\1r. BULCOCK: It becomH obYious. 
therefore, that we have been the friends of 
the cotton-growers and not hon. members 
opposite. \l:ho haYe at all times been pre
parccl. for politica 1 purposes, to sacrifice the 
cotton-o-rownr to the tender mercies of a 
markP{ that might not be satisfactory to 
lt.iru, aud rnight IlOt be able to absorb his 
1 atonn rotton in YC'ar~ to cmnc. Ilon. n1em
lA-·rs opnosite ha\-o been prepared. for the 
sake of making political capital, to place 
what mav have been and what mav Yet be a 
·damper ·on tll"c industry bv al!~-"·ing the 
unrestricted propagation of pests in the 
cotton industry. At the present time nobody 
can sa:v whether ratoon cotton can be grown 
prontablv in qnuntity in Queensland. 
There nre factors to consider on both sid~'
Acclima<isation. differencp in the seed that 
is availabk, and man:•> other factors have to 
be bkcn into consideration, together with 
the irregu] arity of the seasons. irregularity 
of germination. and the impossibility of pre
dicting what tlw w0ather mav be during the
period of the grO\Yth of the crop. They all 
makf' a <=<trong <'aSP for rai·oons, but it may 
be po~o;;iblc under certain C'onditions and 
{:uring rPrt8in sr'n·ons that rAtoon rotton c.nn 
be grown. \Ve have to admit that. bccaLHe 
of a bad seamn. plant cotton that mac· l1e 
gTo"'.vn ~ul'Cc;;:~fn11~- this :~:ear 1n:1y not he 
grmYn ·nccesefullv next vear. and the :Win
; t.,r. aft0r dnc .thm<ght · nnrl considPr:•tion. 
is tal.ing the \Yi•P but C'lutious stcn of allow
ing 0110 ra'oon oPly to be producPd. I thir.l< 
thrd: nwds the dc•~ircfl of a maioritv of the 
cotton-grmYers. and will possi},J:, 'put tlw 
<?ottr•n indnstrv on a sounrl"" and more scrurc 
footing than 'it is on at th0 pr0<:::ent time, 
and. aft0r the obligation of the cotton
growers to the dc-;1a~·trnent ceases. we nut~~ 
·" llow th0m to gtow cotton in anv wav thev 
like. and grow Arst or tenth rat~ons if they 

·so dr:-~ire. 

[Mr. Bttlcock. 

Mr. CORSRR (Burnctt): The hon .. mem
ber for Barcoo mentioned Mr. Atlons as 
being against ratoon cotton. The Minister 
quoted the same gentleman m 1923 and, 
as recorded in '' Hansard," page 1601, of 
that year I said-

" The Minister quoted experiences in 
Egypt. I have here the opinion of Mr. 
L. C. Atkins." . 

l\Ir. BtTLCOCK: That is not the man I 
quoted. I quoted Professor Atkinson, of 
Cornell 'l'nivcrsity, United States of 
America. 

Mr. CORSER: I am quoting the pro
claimed authority of the brtl i;;h Cotto_n 
Delegation when thev were hc:·e. Tlus 1s 
the gentleman they brought with them. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: He is not the man I quoted. 

Mr. CORSER: He is a great auth01~it:v, 
and the hou. member for Barcoo certamly 
gave the impre;;ion _that he was quoting t-he 
opinion of l\1r. Atkms, the cotton expert. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Not only did I say Pro
fessor Atkinson, but I mentioned the L:niver
sity to which he '"as attached. 

Mr. CORSER: Last session I said-
'· The Minist0r quoted experiences in 

Egvpt. I have here the opinion of ::\1r. 
L ('. Atkins, the Egyptian expert of the 
British Cotton Growing Associati~n-;-tho 
field supervisor quoted by the J\1m1ster. 
Mr. Fredriksen sent two samples of 
second-year ratDon ~o . the J:?ritish-Aus
tralian Cotton Association. Limited, for 
their opinion, and this is the ~·eply from 
them. signed by Mr. Atbns hlmelf-

\Ve are in receipt of your letter of 
the 3rd :\larch, also of two samples of 
cott-on. 'The croarn-cDloured cotton be
longs to the Egyptian type, an~ pro
bably, owing to continuous cross-rertlh
sati"on with the Unland types of cotton, 
has deteriorated greatly from the pure 
ot·i"inal tvpe. \Ve would certamly not 
acl~~ise vo~t t.o grow this cotton. The 
sample 'of white cotton, on the other 
hand is an ideal one for Queensland, 
and ' is almost identical with the 
Durango variety of _Upla_nd cotton that 
we intend to grow m thrs country. It 
has a a-oocl bloom and ('olour, good 
te;ture hand strength, and has a fibre 
length of 1± in. There is an unhm1ted 
demand for this qualit:c of cottOI~ o_n 
the merkets of the world, and 1t 1s 
a verv desirable one to grow. \Ye 
would· certainly ad vis~ you to keep the 
"ocJ from this cotton and plant It OUt 
scparntcly. at least half a mile from 
any other cotton." 

I went on to say-
,, Tb,Te is a rPcomn1cndation from lVIr. 

Atkin" in faYGll.r of Reeond r·atoon cot.
hn. and 11'" ach-i"'es this farmer to plant 
thP 3r0d, a.s it will propagate rapidly; 
but this Bill is going to preyent. lnm 
from doing it." 

The point is that the British-Australia_n Cot
ton Assoc·iation's Arst expert-11r. Atkms-

Mr. BuLCOCK: He is not the man I quot~d. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not saying. he is. 
but the hon. member ,,-ould giYe the Impres-
sion that an authority like Mr. Atkins made 
that statement, and he has g1Yen _me th_e 
onportunitv of saying that Mr. Atkms-this 
expert of the British-Australian Cotton 
,\ p,ociation-faYOllrS th ... ~ gTO\vth of ratoon 
cotton, 
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Mr. BuLCOCK: Does not your intelligence 
indicate to you the difference between Mr. 
Atkins and Profeseor Atkinson? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member's want 
·of intelligence is such that he is i'nfluenced 
one day to say one thing and another day 
to say anothPr thing, and we do not really 
know what he belie\·es in. ·what. wo are 
concerned about is the statement of the 
expert, who is in favour of ratoon cotton. 
He rec0ived certain samples of cotton. and 
so good were they that he asked that the 
scerl shonlrl b·J k0nt senarat0 from anv other 
seed, and he said that that class o( cotton 
was in very great demand. 

The SECRETARY FOR \GRICULTURE: Did not 
the Association sack him afterwards? 

Mr. CORSER: Did thev sack him' Yes. 
he did not stay here. Perhaps the ::\Jinister 
ncig-ht know somethin·i about that. 

The SEC!lET.IRY FOR \GRJCULTl'RE: That 
c11sconnts your staten1cnt. 

1\fr. COR SER : It r!r>es not dis••mn•t 111' 

·tdaten1Pnt. hPr'nU~" he j~ to-dav consicir-r('d 
one of the loading- cotton Pxpnrn Our 
PXJ1Prts ·,,-ho ar0 lwrP to.day haY<' b00r1 inst 
ns hnne:;t with l'PtrRrd to cPri·ain ~u11plr>~ 
that hnvf' bP0n sprt to thr>m. ?nd h<lYf' 1Jl'f:

daimcd tbrm to hP !Toad ~f'conr1-"",~f'ar r· iocm. 
\Vc• hr~,yo ]\:Tr. Atkins's o''nl statPn~ -,nt nr;1i,;;. 
lr.Q"" the rnttrm frorn ~econd-YE'ar ra1o(,~'s. 
This amPndn:Pnt nrovide,, frn 'a. Sf'Cond-·,pnr 
rntoon -f'c:ttnn. v.·hich ha, h00n pl'O\'C'd. Ql1 

j'qc finding- of th0ir rnvn Pxp0rt. ro be firc;.t-
1'~;:-:s: ratoof'. 1~hHt i-.; c~.-ir:Jf'Df>_' aqaicr::.t thn 
l\.-liPi<;:t0r. P.om" nf th0 cottnn W""- n1'"0 ~('P~
hv th0 rf'tton f·n'fYlf'r.c; to 1\Tr. P01\·cll. r1nd 
~LJ11(' to ~1r. Bend. rrh(' rnnlY f!~0ltl )fr. 
Po,•·ell i" ;-~c; Q.'0od Fi'i, if n0t l•0tt0r th1n th·· 
r~ plv which was r0cci. vPd from the othrr 
PXDPl't. 

Thr> S"ECRET.\RY FOR AGRICrLTrRE inter-
iPcted. 

}Tr. ('10BR~H: .Tn~t to bn r0ad, fnr anv 
dirt ,,-hich th~_ l\llni~ter 1ikC>~ to pnt in 
nrrni!'"!f;t an P-xpert or aPVOll0 0h0. it 1:::. n-, \YPll 
to h<lYC a. r>QlP"ltPr rnnhT re-adv. Thrw S0nt 

s;'noplo< of ihc cotton 'r> two diffcre,nt 
enihm"itic ..... anrl both anthoritios procl:,imed 
it to bP gw>r! and nsnful cotton. and of a 
sort that '"a:: "·antod in tb0 markets of th0 
~~·orld. Thnt "'otton \V~" rrro"~",Yll bv 1111 old 
T0xa!" gTO\Vf'r. who is in iJH~ Bnr;lPtt, and 
'"ho has l·"en a<<oriotcd ell his lifP :,·ith 
rott0n-gTO\Ying. H0 ha" rrrown C'otton hero 
for five 01~ six :,~ears running. and has ahvav~ 
f!Town a larg-er cron and received a hi<rg-er 
nrirc for ratoon cotton than he Pvcr rcc'ived 
for ~eed cotton, and it is on hi._ authnrit~
that we base our statemf'nts. The anthon
ties have sho,vn that sPr:onrLyear ratoon 1~ :1 

''ood cotton. end that is the reason \\-h~· I 
Lave moved the amendment. 

Mr. COLT,T~S 11J0?7'rn): The more I hear 
of this discnssion on coi+on. the more 
pr,·pi0x:Prl I nm p.-0ttlng-. L~~t scs::-<io·--: \VC 
po s<erl t h0 Coti on I nd u<trv Bill. 

Mr. CcRSER: You will have another Bi~l 
n0xt :vcar. 

:Vfr. COLT.T'\8 · T •,yent nn to mv eknonte 
in vood faith, visitlr~ n0r~rlv eyt-r· n~ntre 
in the dcctorate. and told them th:d·. thr 
g-rowing- of rntoon cotton 1 \ as nrohibitPcl 
qfter a. certnin date. I deliYPrPcl mv la<t 
spePch in 1Pc nlertorotc 0n 4th Jnl" ln;;t. 
"nd arrived here oP 6th .lnlv. Shortlv after 
J arrived in Brishftne T · fonnd thot the 
'0oyernment had come to the conclusion that 

that decision was to be rt'versed, and the 
growing of ratoon cotton was to be all•Jwed. 

Hon. members haYc before heard me talk
ing about experts. I am puzzled a bout these 
e'-perts. I have ht•ard experts saying that 
\\·c should gro\v only annunl cotton. 1 have 
heard other experts sav that we should grow 
onlc· ratoon cotton. This afternoon I havo 
he:Hd another expert say thnt we sbould 
grow second-year raloon cotton. \Vhen I 
"'" np in my electorate they showed me a 
tree, and said. " This tree is twenty years 
oi age, and is still prodncting cotton." 

OPPOSITION J\IEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
1Vtr. COLLI~S : I do not kno"- where it is 

[~oin!l" to end. I am inclined to think that 
·we should hnYc a little more cornmon sense 
in connection vyith theso matters and take 
h_ ss notice of the C'Xperh;. ' 

0PPOSITro~ J\{E}fBERS : Hear, hear ! 

1\1r .. COLLI'\'S: At the same time, l am 
r.ot '(Olll'J' to support the amendment of the 
hon. member for Burnett. 

0PPOSTTIOX 1IE~rB•'RS: Ah ! Ah! (and 
laughter). 

1\Ir. COLLI:\'S: I shall trv io <'xplain 
what I nH·an !Jv e01nmon sense: \re ha Ye a 
number of exl''erimcntal farms in Queens
land. There is one in mv clectorat~ \vhcre 
''~. the present time thc·y 'arc e'qwrimcnting 
w1th the gror, ing of cotton. Let us can·t- out 
tiJc:-e CX]10rilnf'nts, and net trust so inuch 
io the expNts. 1\[y C'xperienc0 in all \\ alks 
of hfo i< that oxpcrts arc miserable failure'. 
I am g-etting full up of the man '"ho calls 
himself an expert. In fact, if some of the 
m'.'mbers of the Opposition talk much longer 
about coiton. I shall begin to think th<>y arc• 
('Xperts. and also that sorne hon. mq11b0rti 
en this side arc experts. I prefer that. when 
doing work. "e should do it well-nor that 
I nrn lH'Caching altogether the ·• go-slow· n 

pc! icy. 
0PPOSTTIOX Mnmms: Ah! Ah! (and 

l1:ughter). 

1\Yr. COLLI:\'S : I say that in connection 
··, ith certain legislation experiments s'wuld 
he carried out before 'le commence tu put 
Bills on the statute-book. I want to make 
it cl~ar that. we n0ed to bo g-uided more by 
COlll1110D ~.:.C'l1SC. 

It is all Yctv well to ha r<' theories. I 
h~ve theorjC's nly~-elf, as n1o,,t hon. n1embcrs 
krow. but they nrc always backed up by 
pradieal rcsuJt_,,_ Con11non spnse lies at tho 
b;;ck of all mv thcoric.s. I also krw\o.- where 
I am goh'g-I an1 out to ronch a certain 
~ naL .and it should he the ~nn1e wjth the;; 
8Towing of cotton. I do not lmoy; whc'ro 
we a re going to land if in one session of 
Parliament wo decide that only annual 
cotton shall b~ grown, and I go to my 
clc:'tors nncl t0ll them so, and the:; Dut a 
cc·rtain amount of trust in me, and now 
after this session I have to go up and tell 
tllC'D1, "\Vr' n1ade a rnistake; yon can gro\v 
nctoon cotton." (Opposition laughtor.i For 
all I know-considering the tru ·t I !mow 
flon1e of them rrpose :in me-they may have 
pullPd out their cotton on the strength of 
r.hat I told them in good faiJ·h. \Ye have 
to g:et clo\vn to rmnmon-sensc farts. Let us 
carrv out these experiments on oue experi· 
mnnJ~l farms. Let us demonctrato whether 
\VP should grovv annual cotton. first year 
ratoon rotton, ~crond year ratcon cotton, or 
third war ratoon cott~n. ~\nybody listcn~ng 
to the' hon. m~mber for Bm·nett would thmk 
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that he had been up in the Innisfail difJrict 
where they grow ratoon cane for twelve vears 
uecause the climatic conditio!ls allow it: At 
any rate, I O\YC an apology to rny cle~~tors, 
and I therdore thought it nece·,ary to speak 
although we want to get the Bill through. 

Jl,lr. KELSO: What are you in favour of'! 

Ylr. COLLINS: I am goiug to vote for 
the Bill. (0,1position laughter.) It is all 
an experiment. My friends opposite want 
to gro\v ratoo~ cotton for t\'vo y('1r5, and 
thcro are somo men in 1r::y electorate who 
think they should grow it for hventy years. 
I am voting for the Bill as it is. because 1 
think that even the Bill a·· it st.mcls is a21 
cxperin1cnt. 

:Mr. KE!lR: You talk one way and vote 
rJiothcr! 

At 5.18 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. HARTLRY (Fitzroy): ~Ir. l'ollock-

Mr. DEACOOi: Another expert. (Op<'o' itio:J 
laughter.) 

Mr. HAR'I'LEY: I shnll not suv that I 
am an expert, but I shall >av thai. I han• 
clone practical work in the gro,-ring of cotton, 
and I do not care twopence whether I am 
called an expert or anything else. I have 
alwa:lh found that the man who studic' his 
job nnd g ~·ts his experience in a pr;,ctica! 
wav is the man who knows what he is talk· 
ing about rather than the man who gets 
l1i- knowlPdge from books; and I think that 
is whew the hon. member has learned any
thing he knows about cotton. 

I want to get down to the basic facts. M v 
c>pposition to this amendment rests on th.e 
same grounds as mv opposition to the 
eounten aneing of ra toon cotton at all. It 
is a question of value, and whether nfter the 
crop has been grown the ,. alue will be 
sufficient to pay the grower for the high 
c·ost of picking and gl~owing under .condi~ 
lions which it is necp,sar_,. to giYo in this 
cotl'ltry-the besi. conditions of anv cotton· 
growing country in the world. On· that one 
grou!ld alone I baso my opposition to the 
acceptance of an an1.end1nent such as this. 
and I shall quote a few parallel facts to show 
that I am on sound ground. 

Second-year ratoon cotton would be of h\Y 

r;ua.lity and would come into co>npetition 
with tlw same grade. of cotton from other 
countries with cheaper labour and cheaper 
vrowing conditions. Only a couple of d3 v.s 
a~o \YO r.-~tw iTl the " Courie?" a c<tblo froffi 
the old ccuntr;;· · tating that an English com
pany. with a capital of £17.000.000 was 
going in for the growing of cottori in' Iraq. 
rrheir proposal \VaS to utilise the 11·atcr of 
the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mcso
rotamia for the growing of ndoon cotto't bv 
irrigation. Let the hon. member hu mo ;e;; 
this amendment visualise the fat t that 
£17,000.000 is going· into the ~rrowing of 
cc.,tton thoro undc!· conditions whirh would 
not h, countenanced by any partv in , '._us
Lralia. 

Qtwcnsland cotton has to come into com
petition with that cotton in the opcm mar
ket. and it can onlv compete successfullv 
with it if it is of' superior quality and 
realise;; a higher price than the cotton grown 
iu Iraq or the cotton grown in Brazil or 
els-cwlocrc by cheap labour. When you come 
to consider that, you will see at once the 
inadvi<.abilit? of extending the provisions of 

[Mr. Collins. 

the Act so as to .allow low value cotton to be 
gro\vn. Ratoon cotton is low value cotton, 
and second ratoon would be lower value 
cotton. 

La,t vear America produced 10,000,000 
bales of 'cot ton, and this :; ear it is estimated 
tluct 13,000.000 bales will be produced, or 
an iHCl'f asc of 3,000,\100 bales. There is no 
doubt that the supply of American cotton 
i.:> lv \·ing son1c effect on the value of cottDn 
at the ~1re<ent time. At the present time 
the \·[dnc of i~.merican middling cotton is 
13.42t!. per lb. Taking that as a basis, the 
Queomlimd Government for the best annual 
cotton are paying 5d. per lb .. or 1s. 3d. per 
!b. for cotton lint. Add to that 3d. per lb. 
for baling. shipping, fr-eight, and other 
charges, which makes a cost of 1s. 6d. per 
lb. to the Government. Taking the difference 
between the lower value },.meric~n cotton 
and the highest value Queensland cotton
it is 3CO points in favour of the Queensland 
'ottcn-vou get 3d. per lb. in favour of the 
Quce!l'l,;nd cotton. That would bring the 
p·ice of our Qucoensland cotton to 1s. 6d. )JCJ' 

li.:,. on the market in England. to dear
c~~prlJsr: . J3nt at pres011t values aH V\ e could 
[!c·t wolllcl \w 1s. 4~d. That means that, 
ii the market does not improve \Ye shall 
s'!'tain a loss of Hd. per lb. on the best 
q~mlity of Queensla-nd cotton .. and. if that 
loss is sustained on that quality of col ton, 
how on earth are yoq going to face the· 
market \vith the poorer quality cotton? 

::\Ir. \Y.mREl': The hon. g·-entleman is. 
making out an awful case. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Does the hon. gentleman 
mean to sav that I. am making out .an awful 
case when ·I say \YC expect to lose 1~d. per 
lb bY the guarantee in price if cond<tions 
do not impron 1 That is nothing new. The 
hon. gentleman knows that the Government 
ha n' 'lost £50.000 to -date by the guarantee 
on the mperior cotton. The money is not 
lost in the true sense, hoc a use the country 
has b0on improved, and the Government 
have demonstrated the possibilities of the 
cotton industry so that we have an increase 
in industrv in. this State as a set-off against 
ihe £50.000. 

Mr. l\IORGAK: Does the hon. gentleman 
kno\Y how much the growers have lost? 

:\1r. IL\RTLEY: )[o; but I do not think 
that there are manv cotton-growers who 
have rcaJlv lost much' on their cotton crops. 
(0ppositio11 dissent.) I have been through 
the cotton belt, but hon. members opposite, 
with the Secretarv for Public Lands, only 
glanced at it durir!g their trip to the Dawson 
ValleY. When the cotton industry started 
in th(, ('·nnal district most of the people 
in the Dawson Vallev and in some of the 
other localities were' in the hands of the 
banks. and I have it on the ;,uthority of 
at least two bank managers that about 1922 
not onlv had they cleared off their over
drafto nnd had credits standing in their 
nanws. but n1an',' possc. ... '·"0d n1otor-C'ars as 
\Yell. Tlw Yalues' and selling prices of their 
farrm had also increased consi-derably. 

At 5.25 n.n1. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR:UK reported progress. 
The further consideration of the Bill in 

Committee was made ;tn Order of the Day 
fr~r to··l110rro\V. 

'Ih· House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




