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City of Brisbane Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions,

WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1924,

The Sreaxer (ITon. W. Bertram, Mareed
took the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
“ LIBERTY FAIR,” ROCKHAMPTOXN.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) asked the
Attorner-General—

1. Who authorised the running of a-
¢ Liberty Fair’ at Rockhampton, at which
gambling games were publicly conducted,
during the period including the last
Roclkhampton carnival week?

2, Was permission given to a man
named or known as Hugh Black to con-
duct this * Liberty ¥air’'? If not, to
whom was permission given?

3. Was the running of such games
as ‘Under and Over,” * Get Rich Quick,’
and similar games authorized at this
* Liberty Fair’?

4. Is he aware that a man (a carter)
is reputed to have lost £150 in one night
at gambling games conducted at this
¢ Liberty Fair’?

5. Why were these games not stopped
by the police?

6. Were other persons about the same
time stopped from running gambling
games in public, such as ‘Darto,” and
how many persons were arvested for such
offences ?

7. Were instructions sent to the police-
at Rockhampton, after they had taken
action to stop gambling games, to the
effect thar this * Liberty Fair’ was not to
be interfered with or that the law did
not apply to Black?

“ 8. If not, can he explain how it was
that the next night and for some time
afrerwards  the  gambling games at
* Liberty Fair’ were allowed to be con-
tinued 7

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

““1 to 8. These questions are based on
the incorrect assumption that permission-
to conduct a ¢ Liberty Fair’ at Rock-
hampton was granted.”

Mr. WARREN, without notice, asked the
Attorney-General—

* If this fair was not run with the per-
mission of his department, how was it
run?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL replied—

* See answer to Question No. 1 already

given.”

SALE oF BLIND HloRrsSE AT RoOCKHAMPTON SHOW
GROUNDS BY GOVERNMENT.

Mr. WARREN (Hurrumba) asked the Sec-
retary for Public Works—

“1. Is it a fact that at a horse sale
conducted by Messrs. Duncan and Co.,
at the Show Grounds, Rockhampton, the
Government offered, amongst others, a
poor old blind horse, which was knocked’
down to a man named ¢ White’ (who
buys aged and decrepit horses to kill for
pig feed) for the sum of 6s.?

2. What was the net amount received!
on account of the sale of this horse?
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“3. Has such unsympathetic jaction
towards its one-time faithful servants
become necessary owing to the financial
embarrassments of the Government, due
largely to its enormous losses on the
various State enterprises?

‘4. Does he consider such action to be
consistent with the recent retrenchinent
of nublic «rvants at age sixty-five years,
notwithstanding that many of them had
been promised retention of their services
to age seventy years in consideration of
contributions to the Superannuation
Fund 7"

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{[lon. W. Forgan 8mith, Mack«y) replied—

»1 and 2. The information will b=
obtained.

3 and 4. These questions indicate a
form of ‘ mental blindness’ on the part
of the hon. member infinitely more piti-
able than the condition of the horse
referred to.”

[15 OcToBER.]
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reported to the department that ‘owing
to the rapid spread of the infecticus dis-
ease—measles—in this district, the atten-
dance has been reduced by two-thirds.’
The enrolment for September was 288
and the average attendance 217.8.

“ 2. The provision of additional accom-
modation at the Runcorn State School
has been approved. The Works Depart-
ment advises that the materials for the
addition have been ordercd and will be
delivered as soon as possible. As soon as
the materials are on the ground the work
will be started.”

REDUCTION OF RENTALS ON OCCUPATION
LICENSES.

Mr. MORGAN (Mwrilla), without notice,

asked the Secretary for Public Lands—

“ When will the decisions be made
known in respect to reductions of rentals

on occupation licenses upon which cattle
are depastured ?”

REPAYMENT BY TREASURER OF DEPOSIT OF The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
Co-OPERATIVE ASSURANCE COMPANY, (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied— -

Mr. KELSO (Nundah) asked the Trea- ““As soon as the Land Court has
FUrer— finalised 1its decisions in regard to the

{Laughter.}

STRUCTION

*1. Has his attention been drawn to
the following statement in the daily Press
by Mr. J. S. Inch, managing director of
the Co-operative Assurance Company,
which has decided to go into liquida-
tion:—
“The Queensland Governmwent has
received as deposits £10,000 on account
of life buriness and £5,000 in respect to
accident business. The Ministry states
that it is willing to refund the smaller
sum in cash, but the lavger amount, it
is said., had been invested in bonds,
with which it was contended the com-
pany would have to be satisfied. As
the bonds were at a disconnt in the
morket. the company held that it was
entitled to receive cash’?
2. If the above statement is correct,
will be explain why he refuses to return
the full deposit in cash 7
The TREASURER (Hon. E. ¢. Theodore,
Chillagne) replied—

“1and 2. Yes. I have not refused to
return the deposit in cash.”

UNCORN STa%E £CHOOL—(OTUTBREAK OF
MzEASLES, AND ADDITIONS.
_Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxlcy) asked the
Secretary for Publie Instruction—
“In connection with the Runcorn State
School—

1. Is he aware that out of a roll of
29C children only 121 are in attendance
owing to an epldemic of measles?

2. As the School Committee attribute
this to the excessive overcrowding of
the school, there only being 44 square
feet of floor space per child as against
the 1'ogulat10n 10 feet, will he state
w]}en the very necessary addifions pro-
mised last October will eventuate ?’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

3! (Hon. F. T Brennan,
Toowooiba) replied—

¢ 1. Under date the 6th October, 1924,
the head teacher, State School, Runcorn,

1924—5p

various districts in the State, the Depart-
ment of Public Lands will take the
rentals fixed as a basis when reducing the
rentals of occupation licenses.”

TENDER5 FOR LOCOMOTIVE KNGINES—REFUSAL

ofF Crype ExgiNegrixe CoMpaNy TO

AcceeT T'ONTRACT.
Mr. F. A, COOPER (Premer), without

notice, asked the Sccretary for Railways—

“ (‘an the Minister give any indication
of the probable trend of events in the
matter of the tenders recently received
for the construction of thirty loco-
motives?

“ As there secms to be a difficulty inm
procuring these engines, will the Minister
consider the advisability of a rearrange-
ment and cxtension of the Ipswich work-
shops with a view to meeting the normal
requirements of the expanding railway
serviee 77 ’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

(ITon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“There has been a fresh development
in connection with the locomotive contract
since vesterday. The successful tenderers,
the Clyde Fnginoering Company, have
repudiated their contract, and the
Government at once decided to call for
further tenders.

“ With regard to the second guestion
submitted by the hon. menber for
Bremer, [ would point out that there is
no money on the KEstimates for this
financial vear for extending the railwag
workshops, but at the earlicst date when
funds are available it will certainly be
necessary to extend the railway workshops
facilities for construction and repairing
rolling-stock.”

Mr. CosTELLO : Did vou forfeit the deposit ?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Certainly.
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STATE CHILDREN ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
INITIATION.
Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brishanc):
1o move—

““That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve Itself into a Committes of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness
of introducing a Bill to further amend
the State Children Act of 1911 in a

© certain particular.”

I beg

Question put and passed.

LAND ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cuiras): 1 beg to
move—

_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness
of introducing a Bill to amend the Land
Acts, 1910 to 1922, and the Discharged
Soldiers’ Settlement Acts, 1917 to 1920,
and the Closer Settlement Act 1905 to
1923, in certain particulays.

Question put and passed.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND

SEWHERAGE ACTS  AMENDMENT
BILL.

INITIATION.
The PREMIER (Hoz. E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoe): 1 beg to move—
_““That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirablencss
of introducing a Bill to amend the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewer-
age Acts, 1909 to 1923, in certain parti-
culars.”
Question put and passed.

SUSPENSICGN OF STANDING ORDERS.
Passagn oF BIlLs THROUGH ALL STAGES IN
ONg Dav.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoc): I beg to move—

“ That o much of the Standing Orders
be suspended for the remainder of this
Session a» would otherwise prevent the
passing of ﬁllls through all their stages
in onc day.”

Question put and passed.

BRISBANE TRAMWAY TRUST ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
IxtTIATION 18 COMMITTEL.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair)
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): I beg to move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Brisbane Tram-
way Trust Act of 1922 in =« certain
particular.”

This amendment of the Brisbane Tramway
Trust Act provides for the appointment of
an agent of the Trust in London to affix the
Trust’s stamp and seal to bonds issued there
by it. The Trust is about to raise money

[Hon. J. Stopford.

il {ASSEMBLY .Y Industrial Arbitration, Etc., Bell.

on the L(mdon market, and it will be incon-
venient® for 1t fo stamp and scal the bonds
here, and the Bill provides for an appoini-
ment of an agent to do that for it. as is
done in the case of the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board.

Question put and passed.

The IHouse resumed,

The Cuamraan reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First REapixe.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, 3Mwunt 3Morgan), presented the Bill,
and moved—

¢ '“har the Bill be now
time.’

Question put and pasued.

read a first

The sccond reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
IxT1aTION IN COMMITIER.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Maeckay): I beg
to move—

“ That it is desirable that
introduced to further
trial Arbitration Acts,
certain particulars.”

The object of the Bill is to amend section 10
of the principal Aect, which deals with the
limitation of hours. TUp to the present the
xtdtu’ron hours of ldboul with the exception
of thost included in tha proviso to section
10, have been fixed at 48 per weck. It is
plo])med by this Bill to amend that section
by providing for a 44-hour week. It is also
intended to include in the proviso to section
10 railway gatckeepers, who are now
cxeluded from the' ambit_of the Act. Thave

described briefly rhe main provisions of the
Bill and I have much pleasure in moving
the motion.

Myr. MOORE (Aubigny): 1 regret very
much that the Government have seen fit
to introduce this Bill at this stage of the
session. I understcod from remarks made
earlier in the scssion that the Bill was not
likely to come into operation until next year.

a Pl be
amand the Indus-
1916 to 1923, in

The SucRETARY ¥OR Pusnic WorkS: That is
right. It will come into operation on Ist
July, 19825.

Mr. MOORE: It seems rvather unfortunate

that a Bill having such far-reaching effects
should be introduced.

The SecrErary ror Prsuic Works: That is
an argument us«"d against all reforms.

Mr. MCORE: FRvidently the Government
anticipate that the financial position in
Queensland and the industrial position in
Queenstand will be much better in seven or
cight months., It has been definitely asserted
that, if the Bill werc brought into operation
forthwith, it would spell disaster to many
industries in Quecensland; and the Govern-
ment havs introduced the Bill in the hope
that things will have improved by July next.

The Government say they believe in arbi-
tration. The Arbitration Court has been
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asked in the past to take the fullest evidence
as to what hours the industries in Queens-
land can stand, and whether the introduction
of a shorter \\olkmg week will not mean the
closing down of those industries. We had
an instance the other day where an applica-

tion was made for a 44-hour week to be
applied to the woollen industry, and, alter
the most exhaustive inquiry, the judge

expressed the opinion that it would mean
the extinction of that industry if he acceded
to the request. We know that one of the
industrics that we want to encourage in
Queensland to the greatest possible oxtent
is the woollen mdushy, and it scems that
the Government are now golng to interfere
with the Arbitration Court by legislation
to combel the court to restrict the hours,
when the court has already decided, after the
fullest investigation and inquiry, that it
would mean ruination to certain industries
if that were done.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WorKs: That is
the same argument that your party advanced
against the 48-hour week.

Mr. MOORE: In the Arbitration Court
the representative for the Railway Commis-
sioner pointed out the enormous expense
that the Railway Department would incur
if the 44-hour week were adopted, and the
court pointed out that, because of the finan-
cial position of the State, it could not give
an award which would cause the extra
expenditure that would be entailed. That
is one cof the few instances that I know of
where the court has taken the financial
position of an industry into account before
making an award.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
done in all cases,

Mr. MOORE : I do not think so.

The Seceerary FOR Pusric Works: The
financial position of an industry is always
taken
raised.

Mr. MOORXE : That was the first time that
the court had decided that, owing to the
financial position of the Stato it would not
be fair to impose a greater burden on the
State,

The Secrrisry For Praric Works: The
court tcok very cxhaustive evidence as to
the financial pesition of the pastoral indus-
try before making an award.

Mr. MOORE: What will be the position
if a further expeunditure of £65,000 is in-
curred in connection with the railways
throuch granting a shorter working week?
Tt will mean that one section of the com.
munity will have to work longer hours to
make up for the shorter hours that will be
worked by another section. It only means
that neople in the country will have to pay
increased taxes or Increased railway fares
and froiohts, which is one of the forms of
increased tfaxation to which the Govern-
ment  lhave recently resorted. I object
strong!y to this amendment. It has not
been brought in after mature consideration
by the (fovernment. It has been introduced
becauss of pressure cxerted by outside
influenees on the Government. The Govern-
ment are showing great weakness in acced-
ing to prossure browht upon them from
oufside. The Government know the finan-
cial position of the State, and the people
outside who are endeavouring to force this
legislation on them do not know the finan-

That is

[15 OcroBER.]

into consideration when that plea is.

Amendment Bill. 157

cial position of the State; neither will they
recognise the competition that the indus-
tries of the State are up against in the
South. If the Industrial Arbitration Acts
all over Australia were to be amended in a
like manner simultaneowsly, the position
would be different. ‘The Minister must
know that, while different conditions pre-
vail in other States, it can only mean the
extinction of industries in this State for
the benefit of industries in those other
States.

The SecrersRY vor Pupric Worxs: The
logical conclusion of wour argument is that
there should be no reform in any State until
the whole of the States take similar action.

Mr. MOORE: The logical conclusion to
my arguntent is that, when the Court of
Industrial Arbitration was constituted, it
was left to the discretion of the judge to
decide what conditions should obtain in an
industry to prevent its extinction. That is
what the court 1s for.

The 3ECRETARY ForR PusLic Works: Youw
opposed the Industrial Arbitration Act very
strongly.

Mr. MOORTE: The judges in fixing the
rate of wages, hours, and conditions 1n an
industry have to take into consideration
the presperity of the industry. By legis-
lative action the Government arc now golug:
to interfere with the court, and take away
one of the powers that it now possesses.

The SECRETARY FOr PusLio Works: We are:
laviug down a basis on which the Court will’
operate.

AMr. MOORE: You are limiting the indus-
tries mnwng on Competltlon with the in-

strics in other States. We know from
the evidence which has ahmdv been given
in this State that our industrics are not

in a position to stand competition from
the other Statex. The Minister will remem-
ber that this year the Chief Inspector cf
Factories and Shops in a very significant
sentence in his report drew attention to the
fact that, while the number of cmployees
in factories had decreased, the number of’
employees in shops had increased by 954.

The SzCETFARY #or Pumiic Works: You
have quoted that over and over again.

Mr. MOORE: It is such an cxtraordinarily
significant statement that it is neceessary to
call attention to it.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusnic Works: You
rick that statement out from its context and
give 14 a wrong meaning.

Mr. MOORE: It is such an extraor-
dinary statement that it must be impressed
on the people of this State. Tt requires to
he repeated over and over and over again,

The SECRETARY FOR PUuBLIc Works: We:
can rely on you for that.

Mr. MOORE: We want them to know the
position iato which this State is drifting.
When we get an authoritative statement by
a Government official and one so illuminat-
ing. it is necessary that we should call the
attention of the Government and the people
to if.

The SECRETARY rom PusLic Works: It
does not bear the significance you give to
1t.

Mr. MOORE: If the Minister can read

in that statement anything which 11w likely
to be of benefit to Queensland, or read any-

Mr. Moore.]



1572  Industrial Arbitration Act
meaning into that significant statement other
than what was intended and what the ordi-
nary man in the street would read into it,
he must have a fertile unaclnatlon We all
know what the position of “the industries of
Queensland is.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusnic Womks: It is
better to have a fertile imagination than
‘a distorted one.

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of dis-
tortion. It must be a very bitter pill for
the Minister to be forced to bring in this
Bill. I know that he does not agree with
its principle, and that the Premier, accord-
ing to his own statement, also does not
agree with it.

The SeECRETARY FOR Pusiic Works: I have
always advocated a 44-hour week.

Mr. MOORE: In certain industries.
‘When the Premier makes a definite state-

ment in the public press as to the impossi-
bility of the industries of Quoepsland com-
peting with southern industries if a limi-
tation of hours iz persisted in in defiance of
the court, we have every right and justi-
fication for cntering an emphatic protest.
We recognise that “this Bill has not been
brought in as a 1estﬂt of mature considera-
tion on the part of the Government.

The SECrRETARY FOR PunLic Womrks: We
are not here to legislate on the policy you
promulgate.

Mr. MOORE: The Government are legis-
lating at the dictates of the Emu Park
Convention, and not in the interests and for
the benefit of the people of Queensland.
They are carrying out the dictates of an
organised hody outside of Parliament. The
Government, 11 introducing this legislation,
know perfectly well that it is going to have

an injurious effect on the industries of
Queensland.

Mr. MaxwrLL: They do not care.

Mr. Costecro: What do they care about
that? ’

Mr. MOORE : The President of the Indus-
trial  Arbitration Court, Chief Justice
McCawley, has pointed out in his judg-
ments, after considering the condifions of

competitive industries in the South, how
1rnposslb]o it is to grant a 44-hour week in
many of the industries in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
you having a prehmman canter for
sccond 1eadm<r speacn ?

Mr. MOORE: No. T recognise this is one
of the most important industrial changes
that could possibly be made in Quee:sland
under the conditions we are at present labour-
ing under.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
sn important and far-reaching reform.

Mr. MOORXE: It is important and far-
reaching, but I would not call it a reform.
An}*bOd} who has read the remarks made by
members of the Chamber of \[anuf‘wtmes
who has read the different opinions of
responsible men in Queensland, who is aware
that the manufactures of Quec\nsland have

decreased during the last seven
[10.30 a.m.] or eight years and that they had
increased prior to the advent of
the Libour Administration, must realiss how
fatal the introduction of this measure will be.

The SECRETARY FOR .PusLic Worxs: The
hoanembOr for Nundah advocated a 44 hour
week,

[Mr. Moore.

Are
wour

It is

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill,

Mr., MOORE : All those responsible sources
of information show that the production per
head has decrcased, and we must realise that
interference with the Arbitration Court in

such a manner as this is going to have a
detrimental  effect on  the industries of
Queensland. I protest against the introdue-

{ion of this measure. which is most undesir-
able at the present time, and which is going
to have a ruinous effcet on most of the
industries of Queensland.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): If ever a
Government introduced a measure to bring
about their own discomfiture, this Govern-
ment is doing so on this occasion.

Hon, M. J. Kirwax: Then why oppose it?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It may sound
attractive—as was the case at past elactions,
when the Labour party boasted that it was
their main plank—to say that Quecnsiand is
ithe State where working rmen receive the
highest wages and work “the shortest hours.
Such an argument secures the support of the
unthinking workers, but not of the thought-
ful individual who is conversant with the
statistics of the State., The measure now
proposed is against the better advice of those
who are thinkers in the Labour party, and,
as was stated by the leader of the Opposition,
it is introduced at the dictates of an outside
orgaunisation. It is going to bring about their
own downfall, because what use are high
wages and short hours if we cannoi get the
opportunity to enjoy them?

The SEcrRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
jected,

My, ELPHINSTONE : I am not going to
listen to the loud interjections of the
Minister. The hon. gentleman is prone to
interrunt the speeches of hon. members of the
Opposition.

The SecRETARY TOR PUBLIC WORKS:
get nasty.

Mr. ELPHIINSTONE: I am not getting
nasty, but I am convinced on this sccre.

The CHATIRMAN : Order!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We have just had
cne illustration in regard to what longer
hours mean in connection with the tender of
the Clyde Tngineering Company for Queens-
land locomotives. You could not get a better
illustration. Hcere are these people employ-
ing the same class of workers as we do in
Queemland but who get better results from
the labour of their employees and so are able
to under-quote our Queensland manufac-
turers.

inter-

Don’t

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: And
then repudiate the contract.

Mr. ELPHINSTCNE: I was expecting
that interjection. Why is_ it the Clyde
Engineering Company repudiated the con-
tract?

The SrpcrReETARY For PusLic Works: You

might tell us.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : It is simply because
they are now engaged in a very much larger
contract to supply tocomotives in a different
part of Australia. That greater contract
made it impossible for them fo comply with
the time limit within which they anticipated
they could do the work when they pla('ed
their tender with the Queensland ™ Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
are in their confidence.

You
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Myr. ELPHINSTONE: No, but I keep my
esxrs open and listen to any reliable infor-
mation. If the Minister did that, instead of
being self-centred and self-opinionated, he
would be & better Minister.

OpposiTioN MeMBERS: Hear. hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: This is a most
important matter. I cannot understand a
Government—who must recognise fromn all
the statistics that are dVal]ab‘f‘ that we are
approaching a financial and industrial crisis
—W ith their eyes open and against the advice
of their own thinking leaders. rushing into a
pitfall of this description. If it were going
10 beunefit the workers and were economically
sound, I would most assuredly agree with it
but hon. members opposite know that it will
merely make the conditions of the workers
more difficult, that it is going to restrict our
output, and make our manufacturing con-
ditions more impossible still. It will leave
us at the merey of the competition of the
Scuthern States, who will make Queensland
their market in a very emphatic way immedi-
ately these conditions. come into existence.
I do urge, if it is not too late, that hon.
members opposite will listen to the sugges-
tions of thinkers in their party. This is not
a party political matter, but a matter affect-
ing the industrial life of Queensland.

The point I want to stress is that unem-
ployment is rife. Men are persistently and
consistently asking for employment; and what
answer can we give them? Here we are
restricting and strangling - industry, the
results of which are clearly shown by the
statistics which are available, and we still
propose to enact this measure. Let hon.
members oppesite who want to get an indica-
tion of the true trend of thmgs in Queess-
land, from an industrial point of view, study
the Income Tax Commissioner’s reports for
the last ten vears, and they will see that
whereas in 1914 there were 463 manufacturers
pay ing income tax in Queensland, the number
has gradually been reduced year by year
until, according to the report of the Com-
missioner for last vear, only 263 are now
paying income tax in Queensland. To-day,
practically only half the manufactories arve
running at a profit as compared with the
rumber that were operating successfully in
1914.  All this is due to the blind policy of
hon. members opposite in strangling the very
industries which provide work Tor their own
supporters.

Hoy. W. H., BARNIS (Wynnum): The
Secretary for Public Works is not fair in
the suggestion thrown across the Chamber
that everything of a reform nature rcceives
the condemnation of members on this side.

Mr. Duxstax: History proves it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: History does not
prove it, but there is no question about it that
history will prove that at least the beginning
of every reform ¢ame from members at present
associated with those sitting on this side of
the Chamber. We are not out to oppose
anything in the nature of reform, or any-
thing that is going to be of assistance to
the man who is doing the toiling. But what
is going to be the effect of this proposal ?
Let us look at it in cold blood. The hon.
member for Oxley very properly drew atten-
tion to the fact that unemploxnﬂont is rife.
Whether we like to admit it or mnot, the
result is going to be greater unemplo\mcnt
The money will not go round.

[15 OcroBER.]

Amendmznt Bill. 157%

Mr. FARRELL : Shorter hours will mean more
employment. (Opposition laughter.)

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Do not let us be
foolish. Let me point out that there is only
a certain amount of money to be spent, and,
if you cannot get into comnehtxon for 1t
then you are shut out and there must be-
fewer men employed,

I hold that we ave striking, too, at another
very fundamental thing. I have never in
the course of my public life done other than
advocate the Arbitration Court, and it seems
to me that, if you have an Arbitration Court
which must or should be scized of all the facts,.
the court should be in the best position to
judge. What is the condition to-day? Are we
not all more or less influenced by our nolitical
surroundings? I am perfectly certain that
the NIinister~vhctnol he admits it or not—
and the Premier, have been influenced by
political considerations incidental to their
environment in connection with this Bill.
I have no doubt that you, Mr. Pollock, have
a, very much cleser cornection than I w ith the-
Emu Park Convention. but it seems to me
that this Bill is the fulfilment of something
that was promised on that occasion.
\\ould not care one bit for carrying it out
if it were going to be in the interests of
the worker; but the point I want to stress
just now is that it is not going to be in the
interests of the worker. It is going to
hurt him. What is the use of telling a man
that he has got a 44-hour week if there is
no work for him to do? What is the use
of telling a man that he can get a suit of
clothes at some place in Brisbane if he has.
nct the money to buy it nor the necessary
credit? )

The SECRETARY
jected.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Let me tell the
hon. gentleman that my firm in Warwick was
the first firm that closed on a Wednesday
afterncon prior to any legislation providing
for a weekly half hollda\ I do not thinl\
we should do anything in the nature of
sweating, but once vou establish an Arbitra-
tion Court that court should deal with the
matter. Conditions alter from time to time,
and the condition that exists to-day may 10t
exist in three months. Change is incessant..
It is absolutely essential that the Arbitra-
tion Court should be the deciding factor.
I want to emphasise that we are striking
at onc of the soundest principles we could
passibly st‘lhe at by practically saying to:
the court, * Notwithstanding your judgment
you have to be bound hard and fast by ar
Act of Parliament in a certain dircction.’

The SecreTARY rFor Pueric Works: That is.
the position now. The Arbitration Court can
only function according to the law that is
laid down. Parliament lays down a law
which guides the Arbitration Court in its:
decisions.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: I want to ask
the Minister whether. if the Avrbitration
Court after this Rill is passed thinks that
certain men can bhe cmployed profitably
for 48 hours per weck but not for 44 hours,
the Court will have power ¢o refuse to grant
the concession. 1 do not think that under
this measure they will be able to do so. Let
us look at the facts fairly and squarely.
Thers are men who have jobs to-day, and
wo are going to drive them into the street
by passing this Bill. Although I stand for
everything that will be a benefit to the

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

ror PusLic Works inter-
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worker, under the guise of trying to help
him T do not want fo drive him into the

unemployment market and hurt him in con-
nectien with his family life and associations.

My, ROBERTS  (Fast Toowoomba):
When we look over Queensland to-day we
have to recognise that no matter what
avenue of indwitry you go to, there is a
at amount of unemployment. In Too-
oomba lest month there were more men
registered in the Labour Bureau than there
have been in any similar period for many
vears past, notwithstanding that there is a

large amount of municipal work being
carried outr in that centre with casual
labour. We have to recognise that at

‘present the Albltmtlon Court judges can fix
a 44-hour week if they desive. They have
all the evidence before them, and thero
are many industries in which they might
fix a 4%hour week: but there are many
industries in which ther have refused to
fix a 44-hour week because they recognised
that these indusiries were not in a financial
nosition to stand a reduction of hours, as
it would have made them unable to compete
with other States of the Commonwealth. If
we were dealing as one Commonwealth with
the matter of competition, we wmight fix
certain hours. TIn reducing hours we have
to recognise the added cost to the com-
munity br so doing, but. if the people
desired it and were satisfied with the
change, it could be done. There is a differ-
ence befween this State and the other
SBtates of the Commonwealth. We have had
ionders from manufacturers in other States
where they are working 48 hours a week
as against 44 hours in Queensland. There
are many industries in Toowoomba and
Brishane which have closed up because they
wern not able to compete with the Sowrhern
States

Mr. HARTLEY :

What industries?

Mr. ROBERTS: The boot industry is one
‘of them.
Mr. Hartiey: There are three boot fac-

tories here now.

Mr. ROBERTS: T am not saying that
there arc not some factories here, but I am
caving that the manufacturing carried on
here iz getting less. I saw a young fellow
in Brisbane last week and T said to him,
“What has happened to vyou?” He said.
“We have storped work: competition is so
keen that there is no demand for our stuff.”
Worse siill, the stuff is coming in from the
South and under-sclling our own manufac-
tures. Then, again, the statement is made by
hon. members opposite and a large number
cof ‘their supnorters that there is not suffi-
c¢ient work, but if we redure the hours of
labour there will be mors work for the
workers who require it. It would be all
right for firms who can run businesses and
charge the taxpayers with the loss, but the
private emylover cannot do that.

Mr. Hynre: The same argument was used
about the 48-hour week.
. ROBERTS: I am showing that after

mne ‘»ca1~ of Labour administration there
is unemployment throughovt the length and
breadth of Quecmland “and a cry for work,
and T want to caution the Government that
this innovation is not going fo create any
more employment. It “will make it more
difficult for industry to be carried on. Of
«<course it will be possible to carry on industry

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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where the State backs the loss; but it will
not be possible, in competition with
employers in the ‘other States, to carry on
an industry which depends on a private
individual to find the moner. I am very
sorry that the P’remier has given way to the
clamour for this amendment of the law.
(Government interjections.)

Mr. Courixs: You would have made a
good slave-driver in the old slave days in
America.

The CHAIRMAN : I would ask hon. mem-
bers on my right to ccase these continuous
interjections. I do not mind relevant inter-
jections, but it is time that this stream of
mterjections ceased.’

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I was about to say
that, on the face of the evidence belore mus
and the statements which have been made
by the Premier, I cannot see how even mem-
bers on the Government side can come to
the conclusion that it is desirable to introduce
legislation for a reduction of the working
hours in our industries,  To justify hon. mem-
bers in their support of the motion as applied
to Government employees, one hon. member
by way of interjection said that it was only
a matter of the Government raising further
revenue to meet the advance in wages, but
you have to remember that that would mean
a further burden on mdustr This proposal
strikes a blow at our primary industries,
our secondary industries, our public activities,
and our departmental activities. The hon
gentleman has said that a 44-hour week is
already practically universal so far as private
individuals are concerned. Hon. members of
the Government have always stated that
they have no desire to interfere with the
functions of the Arbitration Court, and have
always claimed that hon. members on this
side desired to undermine the court, but
we suddenly discover that the desive in that
dircetion comes from the other side—a desire
to attack the salient feature of the founda-
tion of arbitration in Queensland. The court
must have the power to decide hours and
ditions. If not, it must be futile.
Orrositiox MeEuBERs : Hear, hear !

The SEcrRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
you read section 10 of the Act?

Mr. VOWLES: I have, and T understand
cxactly what the effect of it has been. This
is a direction to the court where a direction
did not exist before. This proposal reduces
the number of hours, and the court in each
case will have to decide what should be the
basic wage of the workers of Queensland, who
come into competition with men who are
doing cxactly the same class cf work in the
Southern States and working longer hours.

Mr. Hyxes: You made the same speech
on the 48-hour weck,

Mr. VOWLES: I have never spoken on
the 48-hour question in my life. The hon.
member who has interjected let the cat out
of the bag a few minutes ago. TIie said, by
way of interjection, ‘ Less hours mean
more wages,” and I think some of his friends
“{ipped him the wink ” to koep his mouth
closed. That is the clue to the whole thing,
If there is only a limited amount of money,
whether in private or Government enterprise,
it can only go round a certain number of
workers, and, if you wish it to go round
a larger number, it has to be inflated in some
direction. That direction may be impossible
so far as private industries are concerned,
but it is possible so far as public industries

Have
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are concerned by increasing taxation. If that
is the desire, why do not hon. members
‘opposite say so, and say where the money
is coming from? It is now proposed to
include railway gatekeepers under the Aect,
and they will be subject to the 44-hour week.
which will mean that a very large sum of
money will be required to meet th~ extra
payment to_a large number o¢f people who
are engaged in that activity. I would like
the Minister later on to give some estimate
of the amount that will be required to meet
the incrcased wages because of the decrease
in hours.

The SEcRETARY ror PusLic Works: I have
alrcady given that information.

Mr. VOWLES: I should be pleased to
receive that information.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRrKS: I have
already given that information during a

“mno-confidence” debate at the oponing  of
the scesion.

Mr. VOWLES: I should be glad to have
My memory refreshed so that I mav look
through * Hansard” and sce whether tho
hon. gentleman’s figures are correct. As
a rule they are not. If they are not correct
in this case, I venture to sav we can assume
that the hon. gentieman is accepting the
nevitable and that a large number of
gates are going to be closed. Queensland is
the least pregressive State of the Common-
wealth so far as industry and commerce are
concerned. . We know that to-day the msnu-
facturers in the other States are trading
in Queensland through agencies, and we
are deprived of the facilitics for establish.
ing the businesses here merely because the
conditions which obtain foree cmplovers to
manufacture in other States. and compel
us to import their manufactured articles.
Queensland is the loser, but the Queensland
workers arc the biggest losers. When we
look at the statistics we find that there is
a falling off in the number of employees
cngaged in certain industries in Queensland.
We also find that not only is the number of
manufacturing concerns increasing in the
other States, hut the number of men who
are being emploved is inereasing in untold
numbers. At whose expense, T ask vou, Mr.
Pollock, and for what reason® What is the
cause, and what is the effect? The cause is
simply that the labour conditions in the
Southern States arc more beneficial to
manufacturers than they ave in Queens-
land, and we are getting into the unhappy
position that, whilst the workers may have
Utopian conditions, there iz no work. What
is the good of having Utopian conditions if
vou have no work? Why, only to-day we
know that there is going to be a demonstra.
tion by the unemployed. They are going to
see the Premier.

Mr. Cortixs: Did you organise them ®

Mr. VOWLES: I had nothing at all to
do with them. Tt is well known that there
is a large number of unemplored in Bris-
bane to-dav, and they are coming to inter-
view the Premier to see if he can devise
some_ scheme by which work will be pro-
vided. s be going to turn round and say,
“This is the solution of your problems:
The Arbitration Court will decrease the
‘hours, consequently there will be more men
emploved ?””  If that is the solution of the
trouble, where is the money coming from?
Just the same amount of money is to be

15 CcToBER.]
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a larger number of men,
which will mean that those who are in
employment to-day may work less hours,
but they will receive less pay and have less
work.

Lr. Corrins: If the hon. gentleman had
his way, he would pay them lass.

Mr. VOWLES: On this matter T am of
the sarie opinion as the Premier, who has
expressed  himself  very plainly on  the
matter, and that is that the present junc-
ture—

Mr, Corrins: Read his specch at the Emu
Park Converntion.

My, VOWLES: We are nct guided by
snch speoches. We know that the decisions
which are arrived at at a Labour Conven-
tion are not the decisions and conclusions of
people who are sent by the voters of Queens-
land. In many instances they are only the
decisions of irresponsible persons.

Mr. Corrixns: Cut that out.

Mr. VOWLES: T do not want to go over
the old ground. When we talk about irre-
sponsibles we have only to look—

Mr. Hartiey: Does the hon. gentleman
consider himsclf one of the ¢ responsible
porsons’ ?

Mr. VOWLES: T would not say that the
hon. member for Fitzroy was a responsible
person. When we talk about irresponsibles
we have only to acquaint ourselves with the
fact that to-day the Government represent
2 minority of the people, and consequently
the people who are represented at a
Labour Convention constitute a minority of
the people, and in many cases a very small
minority of the thinking people of the
State.

Mr. Corrins: The Tories are the good old
thinking people in this State.

Mr. VOWLES : I know where the ““ shrink-
ing” people are. I have observed men who
are supposed to have outstanding ability and
to be strong enough to express their own
opinions declaim against a 44-hour week, but
vho, when the whip was cracked, were pre-
pared to support it. They arc not supporting
this Bill in_the interests of the people of
Cueensland, but in the interests of themseives.

expended over

. MaxwerL: Self-preservation.

Mr. VOWLES: They know very well that,
if they stand up against this big machine
which wants them to do something they admit
it will mean their political

to be wrong,

ennihilation.

Mr. Hyxes: This Bill is dictated by
humanitarian reasons, and because it 1is
practicable.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should it not be a
46-hour weck? There is no reason given for
the introduction of the 44-hour week cxcept
that there is a eclamour for it by certain
organisations which tyrannise over hon. mem-
bers opposite and compel them to do some-
thing contrary to their convictions. The Bill
is undesirable, uneconomical, and not in the
interests of Queenstand or the manufactories
oy progress of Quesnsland. If we are going
to be a party to this measure, we arc going
to do an everlasting injustice to the people,
and particalarly to the workers of Queens-
land.

OrposiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Vorrles.]
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Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): Some very good
reasons have been given why this Bill should
not be introduced. I am equally convinced
that no sound argument—and I cmphasise
the word “ sound”—has been put forward as
to why it should be introduced. The only
argument put forward, or that should be put
forward, for the introduction of the Bill is
berause it conforms to a compromise made
at a time when a crisis existed in the Govern-
ment party. The interests of Queensland
were sacrificed. as a result of that compro-
mise. That is the only argument why the
Rill should be introduced. It is time we
gave consideration to whither we are drifting
by the introduction of this measure. What-
ever arguumient I am putting forward. or what
has been put forward by this side, can be
supplemented by the arguments which were
used in the Government cauwus room when
the 44-hour weelk was onposed by leading
members of the Government. Though these
arguments are unknown outside the ranks of
ithe party opposite, they were probably on
the same lines as the avguments we are using
to-day. The arguments we are putting for-
ward must be sound, otherwise the 44-hour
week would not have been opposed by the
Ministers in the caucus room.

I heard an interjection by an hon. member
opposite that, if hours were reduced, cmploy-
ment would be increased. Some of the hon.
moembers opposite claim to be students of
ceonomics. I disagree with them after that
interjection, because everybody knows that
it 1s no use talking about employment unless
those employed are in a position to secll the
products made during the time they are
employed.

Mr. HarTLEY: Why did you not sell your
wallaby skins when you had & 48-hour week?

Mr., SIZER: I shall tell the hon. member
directly. It is quite impossible to sell pro-
ducts unless you are able to produce them
cempetitively. There is ample evidence that
we 1 Queensland have been unable in many

instances to stand up to the com-

[11 a.m.] petition of Southern people. We

have been forced out of the market
because the better conditions prevailing in
other States enable them to produce so much
cheaper than we produce in Queensland,
consequently allowing them to sell so much
cheaper. T am convinced that hon. members
opposite who are clamouring for this 44-hour
week want articles at the lowest prices, and
will run around to see if they can save a
penny. I do not blame them, but they must
realise that thev will force our manufacturers
into such a position that ther will be unable
to compete with the manvfacturers in the
South. Br and large Queensland manu-
facturers at the present time cannot compete
with the Southern manufacturers.

The SECRETARY For Prsric Woxr If your
argument is correct, we should inecrease the
hours to a 6J-hour week and then everything
would be all right.

Me. SIZER: My argument is that, if you
make further inroads on our manufacturers,
vou will handicap and cripple them still
more. If the Government reduce the taxation
and the burdens on our people, we shall be
able to carry on with a 44-hour week and
compete with the 48-hour week prevailing
in the Southern States. We are unable to
compete with Southern manufacturers, but
that is not the only thing ihat controls our
market. We are absolutely dependent on
the price at which the maufacturers of the

[Mr. Sizer.
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world are able to produce. We have to
recognise the competition of the other coun-
tries of the world and the price at which
they ave able to produce.

My, Duxstan: Are you referring to China?

Mr. SIZER: In spite of the fact of the
istence of a high tariff on British and Con-
tinental goods, we know that those goods
come on to our market, and undersell Aus-
tralian goods, leaving a profit not only for
the manufacturers but also for the importers
and indenters. They are able to undersell
Australian manufacturers, who in many cases
sell direct to the public. If the position
booomes worse, it means that, instead of
creating the employment that has been spoken
of by hon. members opposite, there will be
more uhemployment, and the State will be
forced to keep its citizens by means of the
unemployment insurance fund or some other
scheme, which, of course, has to come ocut
of the pockets of those engaged in industries
which would be already crippled.

The Minister made some reference to boots.

“That was an unfortunate rcference for the

hon. gentleman. Is the hon. gentleman
aware that there are less boots manufactured
in Brisbane than was the case twenty years
ago ?

Mr. Hartrey: You are wrong. That is not
a fact.

Mr. SIZER: Is the hon. gentleman also
aware that of the boots purchased in Queens-
land not more than 5 per cent. are manu-
factured in the State? The boot industry of
Queensland has passed through very perilous
times owing to the fact that the Southern
manufacturers have been able, by a system
of mass production, to cut prices to a very
large extent.

My, Duxstav: That was not due to shorter
hours.

Mr. SIZER: If vou arve going to place
further burdens on the industries of Queens-
land. it will mean further unemployment.
At the present time our industries are the
highest taxed in Australia, and, in addition,
there ave natural disadvantages with which
they have to contend.

Mr. Cornins: They make the
profits.

biggest

Vir. SIZER: Under present conditions it
is impossible for the industries of Queensiand
io thrive. I am satisfied that in passing this
Bill we are not acting in the best interests
of ihe State or in the best interests of the
workers.

Mr. IHartiey: They
because of inefficient plants,

Mr. SIZER: The boot factory which was
vecently rebuilt here after a fire has one of
the finest plants in Australia. The hon.
member does not know the position.

AMr. Harmey: You do.

Afr, SIZER: I do.

Ar. HartLEY : Why did you not make your
cwn tanning business pay ? .

Ay, SIZER: I will say that it is because

cainnot  compete

I never got any asaistance from the “hon.
roember or from his friends. (Interruption.)
The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order!

My. SIZER: There is some credit im
attempting to do something. It would be to
the hon. member’s credit if he attempted to
do something for the benefit of Queeasland
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iratead of criticising and hamstringing those
who do make the attempt to do something.
This Bill strikes at a very vital spot in
1adustry. I am infinitely prouder of what 1
have attempted than the hon. member can
be of anything he has tried to do.
member of this Committee is looking to
make wioney by easy means, it is the hon.
member,

Hr. Harrery : How do you get thatl?

Mr. SIZER: It is true.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. SIZER: T think I am entitled {o point
this our——
~ The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy is not entitled to interjeet,
and the hon. member who is speaking is not
entitled to deal with anything except that
vhich is contained in the motion.

Mr. Hapwrey: I have no objection to
making money by casy means. I can assure
the hon, member of that.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. SIZER: I am opposed to this Bill
because it is undermining the principle of
ine Arbitration Court, and I am apprehen-
sive of what is going to happen if the Bill
is carried and the Government insist wpon
bringing the rural workers of this State
arder the Arbitration Court. We do know
that some of our primary industries to-day
are uble to compete with the other States
beeause there happens to be a shortage in
ome sli\:ecnon; but, if you are going to force
a 44-hour week on most of the primary
industries as well as on the secondary indus-
tries of Queensland, then Queensland will be
placed in a perilous position, and every indi-
vidual in the community will suffer. For
thess reasons, for the reasons which werc
gven in the caueus room, snd from the
kuowledge that we are supported by the
P.-:ozmcr, I awm satisfied that an open vote on
this question would decide that this Bill is
nat necessary or desirable at the present
timne,

My, CORSER (Burnett): The determina-
tion fo iutroduce a measure to provide for
a 44-hour week is not the result of the indi-
vidual efforts of members of the Government
party. T ciaim that it is part of the method
o the international Socialists of Australia.
iGovernment laughter.) The hon. member
for Bulimba may cackle, but I think I can
et right down to the position when I say
wat 1t 1s not any desire or thought of
anproving industry that has been respon-
sible for the introduction of this measure
rut a desire to cripple industry. That
can_be proved. We know that the inter-
tational Socialists claim in the columns of
thoir paper that the workers must have and
hpid the factories, the farms, and the work-
shops—that they must control these things
for themselves and abolish the wage syster.
Does the hon. member for P;ulimbﬂ; who
now cackles so loudly, say that he believes

in a 44-hour weeck and the abolition of
wages for those 44 hours, or is he going
io be silent on the question? The hon.
.member will not deal with that side of the
sue st all )
Mr. CorLixs: No one on this side has

spoken excent the Minister.

WMr. CORSER : No; the hon, member will
rat speak on it. but he will cackle some-
times. We would like to hear his.opinion

[15 OcrosEr.]
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of the Bili, and also what he said when the
proposal was being discussed in the caucus
onn the night when he was elected Premier
for 20 minutes. (Opposition laughter) We
know that, as a part of the socialistic organi-
sations throughout the State, hon members
opposite are here to kill private ownership
and indusiry, and they are out to kill the
capitalistic or wage system in  Industry.
Therefore it is no use for members of the
Opposition to appeal to them from the stand-
point of what will pay and help to develop
an industry, because they claim that they
will own all industry if they can break down
the present system.

This Bill is only another step in the direc-
tion of wrecking industrial concerns as they
exist under the present system of control.
There is no gainsaying that if hon. members
opposite arc true to their socialistic prin-
ciples—and socialists they must be.  Although
the Premier and some of his friends may
wish somefimes to step aside, they have been
forced into the position of introducing this
Bill, and hav: had to protest against the
action of their own journals. If there is
one International soclalistic  journal in
Queensland  which has brought about the
introduction of this measure, 1t is the “ Rail-
way Union Advocate.”” We find that even
the comrades of our friends opposite have to
claim that the tactics of the Australian
Railway Union officials have stabbed Labour
in the back. Tlerc is the pamphlet which
they  themselves have distributed against
this internationa! socialistic organisation
which has been responsible for the introdue-
tion of this measure.

My, Wrigr: I would like to see that.

My, CORSIER: The hon. member, no
doubt, has seen it, because a number of his
friends will have contributed towards the
cost of vrinting the mpamphlet, which
defends Labour against the stab in the back
by the Railway TUnion officials.

Mr. Corrins: This is the first time I have
seen it.

Mr. ORSER: It shows how little the
hon. member knows about his organisation.
I picked this up in the railway train, and
ther arve distributed on the railways and
roads in cvery Jdirection in the State.

Mr. Corting: You can stab anybody in
the back.

My, CORSER: That is why the hon.
member kicked up a fuss about the railway
officials stabbing him in the back, but those
officials have made the parfy opposite come
to heel and introduce this messure. As
socialists they must stand up to it, and see
that some little reform is brought about.
They claim  that a 44-hour week is
essential. It is not long since Labour
adopted the eight-hour day principle. They
erected their temples to the Kight Hours Day
movement. They had their Fight Hours Day
sports and their Bight Hours Dav proces-
gions, but now that will net do. They have
changed the Xight Iours Day to Labour Day.

WMr. Wricur: Hear, hcar!

Mr. CORSER: Thev now want to have a
44-hour week, and a West Australian Labour
organisation advocated a 36-hour week. We
know that what these people say in advocat-
ing a 44-hour week they will say in advocat-
ing a 40-hour week in a very short time,
hecause so soon as they get this supposed

My, Corser.]
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socialistic reform they have o start to tickle
the ears of their supporters outside with
something else. These leeches on the indus-
trial worker who get their bread and butter,
who get their fat living, out of agitating
have to get something clse to hold up hefore
the masses.

Mr. Hartey: Who do you say arc the
leeches on the industrial worker?
~ Mr. CORSER: The blood-suckers of
industry—theso supposed orgunisers—-

Mr. HYNES interjccted.

Mr. CORSER : There is one of them.

_ Mr. Hynzs: You arc a “ bludger” of
industry.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! T ask the

hon. member for Burnett to withdraw the
remark which he applied to the hon. member
for Townsville.

Mr. CORSER: I will withdraw it, but I
ask that the hon. member be asked to with-
draw his reference to a * bludger” of
industry.

Mr. IIARTLEY :
hon. member.

Mr. HYNES (Townsville) : I referred the
remark to the hon. member and to the
Opposition as a whole, and I withdraw the
remark.

Mr. CORSER: I know the hon. member
did not mean his compliment as much as I
meant mine. (Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

. Mr. CORSER: Those who live on industry,
if they do not get all they want out of it,
still sit here as representatives of the pro-
fession which lives by sucking the blood of
industrial workers
Mr. Hynes: You have been associated
with the middleman class all your life.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. CORSER: These men consider only
one side, We claim that we should look at
Bills like this, not from the point of view
oonne section, but broadnmindedly from the
point of view of every scction of indusiry.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: You set the example.

Mr. CORSER: I will do it for the hon.
gentleman.  Whilst hon. members of the
Government party point at us as individuals
who would inercase hours and reduce wages,
we say that in the interests of the workers
1t Is eseential to build up industry, and that,
unless we confinue our industries on safe
financial lines, there will be a reduction in
the amount of work available. and that, as
we reduce the hours, so there will be more
unemployment for the simple rcason that
some industries will ot be able to exist
under those conditions and others will not
come into existence. When the Bill making
a 48-hour week possible was being considered
hon. members opposite claimed that it would
provide work for the unemployed—that the
reduction of the hours by four would just
nicely find cmployment for everyone. To-day
we find that there is still unemployment,
and there will be still greater unem-
ployment after the 44-hour week has been
passed. The only policy of hon. members
opposite—particularly the hon. member for
Townsville—is one of shorter hours, higher
wages, and cheaper food. That is the whole
policy of the Government, and their whole
livelihood.

The CHAIRMAN :
(Mr. Corser.

He did not vefer to the

Order!

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. CORSER: It is put into coucretn
form in measures similar to that whick the
Minister propeses to introducs &t the pre-
sent moment.

There is no ewcuse for infroducing a Bill
like this at the present tume. Thers 15 no
recessity to give the Arbitration Court any
directions, We know that recently the
Court refused to be dictated to by pcliticians,
and  oven  politiciuns.  through  Cabinet
meetings, were unabie to induce the Go-
vernment 1o give the Avbitration
certain directions.  Why this breakdown in
ihat refusal, and why this change of attitude
on the part of the Government? 1t is simply
to make somebody’s marble good in an
clection not very far ahead. We should like
all the workers, as well as those enzaged
in industrics, to know that there i+ no section
of Parliament that is more determined in
jts desire to ercate gcod conditions for all
the people than the Opposition, and it i«
not the Oppesition’s desive to provide excel-
lent conditions for a few. but to give an
opportunity to all to obtain emplovment,
work recasonable hours, and obtain a resson-

able wage.

Mr. KERR (#noogera): T think wo can
all sympathise with the Secretary for Public
Works this morning in being compelled,
against his own iudgment, and against the
judgment of Cabinet, to introduce this Bill.

Mr. Cornins: PDon’t look so hard at me.
(L.aughter.)

Mr, KERR: I sympathise with the Minis-
ter who has been compelled to do something,
&t ) against his own wishes, but against
the wishes of those who do study the interests
of Queensland more than the rank and file
of hon. members opposite. The rank and
file have decided this matter. The proper
method of dealing with the hours is to
submit the matter to the Arbitration Court.
It will be recollected that in New South
Wales the Fuller Government referrced the
question of hours to the Arbifration Court.

The SecrrrTaRY ror PrnrLic Works: They
legislated to increase the hours.

Mr. KERR: "They did nothing of the
kind. The whole question of bour: was
referred to the Arbitration Court in New
Scuth Wales, and it was practically unani-
mously decided that the working weck there
sliould bo onc of forty-cight hours. Thoe
workers in that State recognised that the

extablishment of a 48-hour working week
would mean advancement in indu with
the result that New South Wales would
improve her position in regard fo sevondary
industrics,

The SecreTaRY FOR PTBLIC WORKsS: The

aon, gentleman knows that the IFuller Go-
vernment amendad the Fight-Hour Day
Act by preventing the possibility of adopt-

ing a 44-hour week, and thercby iucroasing
the hours.
Lr. KERR: I have looked into that

matter very carciully, and I find that the
whole question of hours was veferred to the
Avrbitration Court, and thet is what should
be done in Queensland to-day.

The Scererary ror Pusnic Works: The
Tuller Government prevented the  Avbitra-
tion Court from awarding shorter hours.

Mr. KERR: The TFuller Government
rothing of the kind. The matter was pl
in the hands absolutely of the Arbitration

did

Court. The statistics of Now Scuth Wales
disclose that there has been an extension
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in the number of manufacturing concerns
and an increase in the numbu of men
employed since that decision was arrived at
hy the Arbitration Comt in New South
Wales.

I have here a statement made bV Mr,
W. D. Deraine, President of the Central
Political Executive of the Australian Labour
Party in the State, on 15th August, 1924,
on the question of a 44-hour week., That
1s only & couple of months ago. I have
taken his statement, and 1 have rcad the
statement made by the Premier, the Seere-
tary for Public Lands, and their various
colleagues 11 the Government, and I want
te know what has intervencd to alter the
wonditions which existed only a couple of
reonths ago. What Mr. Dem=2ine has stated
az the excuse for not granting a 44-hour
W nek is really the excuse of the Gmelnmr\nt

ouly that Mr. Demaine has put the p'mtmn
more cenelsely in order to allav any dis-
content which existed in the ranks of some
of the supporters of the Labour party. Mr.
Demaine says—

“A very acute financial stringency
brought about by circumstances that need
not be gone into by this statement, and
which have been fullv dealt with bv
the State Parliamentary Labour Party,
undoubtedly exists to-dax throughout
Australia.  Under ordinery conditions
the stringency In Australia would be
relieved by the iransfer of funds from
London or other overseas moner market.”

The CHATRMAN : Order ! T ask the hon.
gentleman to connect his remarks with the
motion.

Mr. KERR: Mr. Demaine, the President
of the Central Political Executive, published
a statement giving the reasons w h\ a 44-hour
weele could not be introduced by the Govern-
ment. I am just quoting shortly from his
statement.

The SECRFTARY ror PrsLic Works: You are
misquoting hini.

Mr. KERR: I am not.
svords.  Xr. Demaine further said—

“ At present, however, the difficult
exchange situation lmposes very drastic
limits on the amount of money that can
be transferred to Australia on Govern-
ment account.”

They are his own

He pointed out that nothing could be done
in regard to the restoration of the basic wage
or decreasing the number of hours of “011\
The Premter, in replying to that statement,
said that in the public service alone the
reduction of hours would cost £300,000 per
annum ; that it would cost the Railway De-
partment £120,000, the Home Department
£102,000, the other departments £25,000, and
the Police Department £61,000. If the
leaders of the Government were allegedly in
touch with the financial position at that time
—which was only a few short months ago—
when they contended that the financial strin-
gency of the State would not permit the
mtroduction of a 44-hour weck, what has
happened since to force the Government into
the position of placing the industries of
Queensland in a worse position than they
are in to-day?

Mr. Burcock: Why not be fair and admi$
that the Bill will not come into operation
antil 1st July next?

[15 OcTOBER.]
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Mr. KERR: That is all the more reason

why Parliament at this stage should not
decrde the matter. 'There i1s no rcason to
logislate twelve months ahead. We have

had no assuralice that our financial position
\\1‘1 have nnp)( rod twelve months hence.
e should wsit and sse how we stand then.

Mr. Ciavrow: The Bill is to save the
Premier in the Herbert plebiscite.

Mr. KERR: It probably is introduced for
that purpose. but at the sacrilice of the
interests of Quecensland. W hat is going to
be the result?

Mr. Brocock: If you had your own way
the result would be a 56-hour week.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member docs not
know ,whar he is talking about. A man has
to be reasonable when the Government of
the country and the industries of the State
are concerned.

Let us leok at what has happened, and
vwhat will happen after the 44-hour week is
introduced. Between June, 1821, and Sep-
tember, 1922, the Government dismissed 1,120
public ‘servants and reduced the wages bill
by £240, 812 per annum. What is going to
happen when we get the 44-hour week?

Mr. EpwarDs:

Mr. KERR: Would it not be better to let
the men at present employed work 48 hours
a week instead of dismissing a large number
to permit of a certain section w\ollxmg 44
hours a week? That is the position in a
nutshell. This measure will mean retrench-
ment. It must follow in the Railway Depart-
ment.

Mr. DasH:
half-holiday 7

My, KERR: I certainly do.

‘Mr. Dasa: And an 8-hour day?

Mr. KERR: Yes.

Mr. Dasti: Then what are you
about ?

Mr. KERR : I believe that the half-holiday
can be made up without any trouble at all.

Mr. DasH: Then there would not be an
8-hour day.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member cannot get
around the question in that way. The Go-
vernment reduced the wages of 20,000 workers
to the extent of £256, 000 per annum. They
a1<0 retrenched, or affected the earning

apacity of 4,247 railwar employees, and
xedureu the wages bill in that department by
znother £69, 007, Work was also pooled, and
many thousands of pounds were saved there-
by. All this was done to save the finances
of the State. The present position is illogical.
If the hours of the Railway Department are
to be reduced to 44-hours per week, it will
cost the Government another £300,000 per
annum.

Mr. Brrcock: What about the retrench-
ment you suggested when the Estimates of
the Railway Dcpau tment were going through?

Mr. KERR: I suggested no retrenchment.
T said then that I did not know whether
the Railway Depaxtm(\nt was overstaffed or
not. I do know that it was badiy over-
staffed a couple of years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC LANDS:
have left the depariment since then.

My, Kerr.]

They will dismiss more.

Do you believe in a weekly

talking

You
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Mr., KERR: I left the Railway Depart-
ment a long while ago, and I have seen a

great deal of the world since then. The
position in regard to a 44-hour week
must be faced. The Government are not

game to face it at the moment,
[11.3C a.m.] and desire to put it off for
twelve months, Undoubtedly the
Railway Commissioner will have to keep
a  certain number of men working 44
hours a week, and he will have to retrench
a certain number. Then the pooling of all
work will have to be considered. A state-
ment has been made by the Minister that
lesser hours mean more wages. We know
that the position in Queensland in regaid to
unemployment is very serious, and it will be
vorse after the passage of this measvrs. 1
heve looked at the statistics of the factories
and manufactures of the various States, and,
whereas every other State in Australia shows
a very considerable increa=e in thix dirsc-
tion, Quecensland shows only a very minor
increase. Whereas in the other States many
thousands more men have been employed,
the increase in Qucensland can be counted
in hundreds. It is very damaging, indeed,
for one State in the Commonwealth to.take
such action as this. The growth of unem-
ployment in Queensland at the present time
1s significant. In 1814-15, £5,000 was spent
in outdoor relief and unemployed susten-
ance, while after a few short years, in
1923-24, £120.000 was similarly spent——
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is not dealing with the motion.

Mr. KERR: There are many factors

governing the introduction of this 44-hour
week., I

em aware that at present we
have industries working under a 44-
hour week, but there are some industries
that cannot work a 44-hour week and
successfully compete with Southern indus-
tries.  This innovation would mean a
great hardship to such industries. It is not

a desperately hard thing for any man to
work 44 hours a weck in most of our

industries. Personally I work double that
number of hours.
Mr. Grepsox: There is no hardship in

your case.

Mr. KERR: The same thing applies to
the majority of industries. I am not going
to seck support from my constituents to the
detriment of this State. If this State is
succossful, the community will be happy. It
i3 better to work 48 hours a -weeck and get
work than to have a 44-hour week system
and receive no work at all.

Mr. Burcock: The average is a great
deal lower than a 48-hour week at present.

Mr. KERR: I have just me
certain industries are only work
hcur week to-day. but there are other
industries which are faced with keen com-
petition which find it npecessary to retain
a 48-hour weekr if they are to compete
sucessfully with the other States, and the
Arbitration Court should be the deciding
factor. The Government should not make it
mandatory that a 44-hour week shall be
universal. I repeat that it is better for a
men to work a 48-hour week and secure
work than to be offered a 44-hour week ana
secure no work at all.

My, HarTIEY : YVou never worked 48 hours
a week in your life.

[3r. Keare

Income Tax Bill.

Question—That the Bill be introduced—
put; and the Committee divided : —

AYES, 34.
Mr, Barber Mr. Hynes
,, Bedford ,, Kirwan
,,» Bertram ,, Land
,, Brennan ., Larcombe
,» Bulcock Lioyd

>
,» MecCormack
,» MecLachlan

., Carter
,» Collins

,, Conroy ., Mullan

., Cooper, F. A, ., Yayne

., Dash ,» Riordan

,, Dunstan ,, Ryan

,, TFarrell ,, Smith

,» Foley ,» Stopford

,, Gillies ,, Theodore

,, Gledson ,, Wellington
L, Hanson ,, Winstanley
,, Hartley ,, Wright

Tellers: Mr. Bulcock and Mr. Hartley.
NoEes, 25.

Mr. Appel Mr. Logan

,, Barnes, W. H. ,, Maxwell

5 Bell ,» Moore

,» Brand ,, Morgan

,, Clayton ,s Nott

,» Corser ,» Petrie

,, Costello s prcrts

,, Deacon ,, Sizer

,, Edwards ,» Swayne

,, ILlphinstone ,» Taylor

., Kelso ,, VYowles

., Kerr ,» Warren

,» King

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Mr. Sizer.
Pair.
AYES, Nows.
Mr. rease Mr Peterson

Resolved in the affirmative.
The House resumed.

The CHatRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) presented
the Bill, and moved—

< That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

INCOME TAX BILL.
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,.
Chillugoe): 1 beg to move—

“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to consolidate and amend the
law relating to the imposition, assess-
ment, and collection of a tax upon
incomes.”

This Bill consolidates the law relating to
income tax, and makes very few alterations.
at any rate of a substantial nature. I shall
fully explain on the sccond reading the
alterations which are being made.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CmarrvAX reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.
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First REespING.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Lhillagoe) presented the Bill, and moved—
_“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”’
Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

CITY OF BRISBANE BILL.
Restyerion or COMMITTEE.
(3fr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
Clause 35— Powers and Jurisdiction of
the Council ’—
On which Mr. McLacuran (Merthyr) had
moved the following amendment:—
“ On page 16, line 9, after the word—
¢ conveniences ; ’
insert the words—
¢ abattoirs; milk supply.’”’

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): When the
sitting was suspended last ovening I was
dealing with the amendment as it affected
the milk supply and said that the real
remedy lay in co-operation. This amend-
ment proposes to give the new City Council
an instruction to undertake the erection of
abattoirs and the supply of milk to the
people of the city. We are in a position
10 conduct these matters under a co- operative
systems without any added expense to the
people. We have tried State enterprise and
we have tried commercialism, and now we
must give to the producers of milk, or what-
ever the commodity concerned may be, the
right to market their commodity. One of
the big drawbacks to primary production
znd also to secondary production 1s that we
are not able to deal with our products in a
<o-operative manner.

The CHATRMAX : Order! Will the hon.

member connect his remarks with the
amendment?
Mr. WARREN: If this amendment is

placed in the Bill, it will cut out any possi-
bility of the milk and meat supplies being
handled co-operatively.

The HoME SeCRETARY: It will only give
the power to the Greater Brisbane Council
to operate in those directions

MMr. WARREN: The Minister surely will
not say that that power is not contained in
the clause as it stands. The clause gives
the new council greater control than they
have ever had, and this amendment is an
instruction to the new council. The Minister
knows that the amendment was moved with
that intention.

The HOME SECRETARY: It states that they
vwill have express power to do it, but it is
not mandatory.

Mr. WARREN: There is no doubt that
the amendment was moved with that inten-
tion. If not, why was it moved? The clause
already contains every power that is needed
by the new council. It can regulate traffic
and the morals of the people. It can even
stop gambling, if necessary.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
member connect his remarks
-amendment ?

Mr. WARREN: The amendment has been
moved for a certain purpose. Already there
is power in the Bill for the Greater City

Will the hon.
with the
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Council to-.institute a milk supply or estab-
lish abattoirs. The Home Secretary must
admit that. 1 want to know why the amend-
ment is necessary. We all admit that the
council must have power to control the
health of the community, and it is no use
giving the council great powers unless it is
given such powers in connection with the
health of the community. This amendment
really constitutes a direction to the future
council. The work will be performed better
and cheaper under the scheme that we have
been advocating and that the Government
have been adxocatmg, but I must admit
that the Government have not been quite
hounest in advocating our scheme of co-opera-
tion. They do not want it, but we want to
give it a trial. The system that we desire
to establish W111 not put one penny more in
the pockets of the producers, nor take one
penny out of the pockets of the consumers.
It is not intended by a system of co-operative
distribution to make any profit at all.
Previously I mentioned that the butter
factories were not established for the pur-
pose of malking profits, and, if the producers
were allowed to establish abattoirs and insti-
tute a milk supply under a central distribu-
tion scheme, it would not be for the pur-
pose of I‘ldl\l]]g' profits. TUnder a scheme of
co-operative distribution it should be the
object of the (Government and the people
concernéd to do all they can to assist in
the production and distribution of those
articles of food. T do not ses any TRecessity
for the amendment, as I contend ample
powers arc granted in clause 35, and, as the
amendnient will not improve the measure, [
hope the Home Sceretary will not accept it.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Aount Morgan): I want to explain
why I propose to accept the amendment. I
intended that the Bill should give power to
the Greater City Council to deal with these
matters. Hon. members know that discussions
have taken place in the mectings of the
Brisbape City Council as to the immediate
necessity for establishing abattoirs.

Me, Kergo: The Premier turned the scheme
down.

The HCOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentlemen who have spoken have indicated
clearly that they have no objection to
abattoirs being made a municipal function,
therefore there can be no harm in making
the position clearer so that there will be
no doubt about the matter.

Mr. Sizer: That is a matter of opinion.

The HOME SECRETARY : The intention
of the Bill is to give power to the Greater
Brisbane Council to move in the direction
indicated, and the acceptance of the amend-
ment will convey that not only to the Bris-
bano City Council but to those who may be
in doubt. This dcbats has not been directed
against the construction of munieipal abat-

toirs, but has centred round a proposition
from the cattlegrowers, who have some
scheme for providing pure meat for the

people of Brisbane. There is nothing in the
amendment that will prevent the cattle-
growers from furthering their scheme, but
it will give definite authority.

Mr. Warrexn: It will destroy. their scheme

The HOME SECRETARY : \Iof at all
The debate on this Bill has proved concliz
sively that members of the Opposition are
suspicious of the men who will constitute
the Greater Brisbane Council. I have no

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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such suspicions. I believe that the people
will exercise the same intelligence in clecting
representatives  to the Gyeater Brisbane
Council as they exereise in electing members
of Parliament.

I take it thsat, if the Greater Brisbano
Council is posscssed of the power to grapple
with the problem, the many suggestions that
#re in the air to-dar for a co-operative
effort on the part of the cattle-growers. the
Government, the Brisbane City Council, or
anyone else, will receive just consideration
from the members who will form the
Ureater Brisbane Council. There is nothing
in the Bill that in any way affects the posi-
tion. It mevely defines that the Greater Bris-
bane Council will have the powsrs that it
wis origizally iatended it should have. It
will also conver to the Brishane City (founcil
a clear indication that the greater Tods
that will come info existonce in Febpuars
next will be charged with this responsibility.
The City Council to-day can procced along
the lines of investigations which will be
of advantage to the greatcr authority.

The debate has not centred around whether

the amendment is a justifiable one, but
around shether it will interfere with some
project of <ome outside body. The hor.

roember who just resumed his sest stated

that Bill already gives the Council
author to constder these questions 1f thev
so desive. The various clauses are brosd

crough to ensure that the prople exercising

this bread frauchise—a fronchise e~ual to
that on which vwe clect sepresentativis to
Parlisnent—will  elcet  mien  with  Froad

cnough vision to give cousideration to any
propo-ition which i+ jilaced before them.

whether it be public or municipal abattoirs.

My, BELL {Fassifers): The wmendment
is entirely superfluous, because the powvers
sought Dby the amendmieut arve  already
included in  the generai provisions of
clause 35,

Oppostt10X MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BELL: The poswers under that clause
are very wide, and the Greater Brisbane
Couneil will have very great powers indeed
under that general provision. Tt is abso-
lutely unnecessary to specify anything in par-
ticular. I would like to appreach this ques-
tion more particularly from the point of
view of the e:ztablishment of abattoirs. We
are not opposed to the establishment of
abattoirs in Brisbane or any other centre.

OprPosITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BELL: The question is #s to ths eon-
irol they are to bhe established under.

Mr. MaxwerL: That is Ttight. 2Xen cf
expericnce must deal with it.

Mr. BELL: This is a nublic onestion. A
sub-committee representing the cattle
initerests of Quecnsland placed a certain
proposition hefore the Brisbane City Couneil.
and expressed a wish to discuss the auestion
with their abattoir sub-committee. but we
have not been able to arrange a meeting
up to the present. The City Council and
the public of Frisbane should go fully
into both prepositions.  These propositions
should be placed before the people of
Brisbane. They would ithen be able to
judge the merits of the proposal evolved
by the stockowners of Quesnsland.  We
obiret to the undue haste displayed by the
Citv Council. Tt is = dving council. It hns
cnly a limited period to carrvy out its
furctions, yet it is ondeavourirg to met the
Government to rush legislation through

[{on. J. Stopford.

[ASSEMBLY.]

City of Brisbane Bill.

Parliament without giving due consideration
to the proposition that has been placed
before it. We maintain that the co-operative
proposition is very fair and generous to the
people of Brisbane. Tt is the larger proposi-
tion of the two, because it embraces other
aveas in Queensland, and would not only
see the people of Brisbane get a better
supply of beef slsughtered under hygienic
conditions. but would deal also with the
possibilities of establishing an export trade
vith the Southern States and overseas.

_FIt would be an absolute waste of moncy
1 abattoirs were constructed without those
two factors being taken into consideration.
We also contend that there are quite suffi-
cient meatworks in Queensland to-day, and
that one of those works could be acquired for
the purpose. Such works must
{12 ncon] necessarily be on the sea-front to
enable us to cope with the over-
seas export trade. In trying to hasten this
mutter the Brishane City Council are foist-
ing on the ircoming Greater Brisbane
Councll something over which they have no
say, and over which the eclectors have had
no say. It is very unsecmly for the City
Couneil to display this haste. We are also
rather suspicious as to the forces behind
this  movement, because we find in a
reportad interview between the Premier and
the representatives of the City Council this
was «aid
“Tt was poinied out to the Premier,
on behalf of the municipal representa-
tives, that a great deal of information
had been ecoliceted by the Council and
by Alderman W. R. Crampton in con-
nection with the working of abattoirs,
and. as the Labour caucus was in favour
of a municipal scheme being adopted, it
was heped to inaugurate the Council’s
proposal before very long.”

Th«t 1s one of the reasons why we objeck
to abatioirs under municipal control, because
there are outside forces and conirol to be
censidered if any such action is taken.

There are two sections of the community
in Quecnsland to-dayv who cannot pass on
the increased cost of production—the pro-
ducer and the consumer. J cannot imagine
that any co-operative undertaking which
conserves the interests of both these sections
can be other than of service and advantage
to the community generally. This industry
is one of the few industries that has no
form of co-operative action at present.

Tn drawing up this scheme T gave every
consideration to the interests of all con-
cerned.  Provision was made for adequate
representation on the various boards of the
Governmbnt, the consumer throuch the local
authority, and the producer. The producer
was to have three representatives, the Go-
vernment one, and the consumers or local
anthority one. That would be a big enough
board, and, taking into consideration the
large interests that would be under its
control, it would be a versy fair board.

Mr. Hartney: Would vou divide the pro-
fits among those representatives on the same
principle?

Mr. BELL: In dividing the profits we
hope that by having local killings we shall
be able to cut down the operative costs, and
the benefit would be handed on to the public.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is getting away from the question.
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Mr. BELIL: I am merely trying to point
out how this proposed amendment will
affect the abattoirs question. The abattoirs
question largely affects the cost of the food
of the people of the eities.

Mr. HartLEY: Under a municipal scheme
the people would get the profits as well as
the Dbeneflit of good meat.

Mr. BELL: The hon. member says that,
hut we alm.w find that any increased cost
is handed back to the producer. These two
sections are the same, and their interests are
identical,  Any scheme that sets out to
eliminate the distributing and handling cost
ii» of benefit to the consumer and the pro-
ducer,

I would like to take this opportunits of
explaining briefly «what the co-operativs pro-
posal means, beecauss, unfortunately, there
appears to he some doubt In some minds.
T mentisn this because the mavor of DBris-
pane, who was chairman of the abattoirs
sub-committee, referred to the proposal put
ferward by the producing inferests as 2
monsirous onc. Also, in snme minds, there
anpears to be an idea that the producers
wish 1o g»t absolute control of the loeal dis-
iribulion, which is entirely untrue. Briefly,
the proposition is this: We intended to
finance the scheme by a levy on the stock

interests of the State, excluding the small
interests—those  who own less than 100

cattle or 50 sheep—so that the scheme would
be financed by the industry itself. We were
net appealing to the Government for any
financial assistance whatever. The only
thing that the stock intercsts hoped to get
was continuity of operations in North
Cucensland, Centra! Queensland, and South
Queensland. If abattoirs were established in
those three centres. it would give increased
employment, and if the secason was a good
one we could have increased the members of
the staff and carried on an interstate and
export trade as well. T am afraid that under
a municipal srheme those controlling the
abattoirs would be largely coneerned with
loeal supplies end local distribution. Under
the proposal put forward by the stock
intercsts lecal censumers would not have to
pay any increased price.  All that the stock
hoped to get was a cut in the
sting costs. The public interests would
he adequately protected, because it would
be the duty of the city council to see that
the iaterests of the consuming peonle were
conserved. The Government and the local
authorities would have vepresentation on the

2

board, and they would see that the con-
surners’ interests were amply conserved. No
hoard cculd do anything that would be

detrimental to the intercsts of the consumers,
because we have a Commissioner of Prices,
and the Government of the day would have
power to step in and acquire the works if
they werc operated unfairly. The scheme is a
big one, and, if established. it would be of
great benefit in stabilising the industry and
in giving emplovment throughout Queensland.
* I do not think it is necessarv for me to go
further into the question at this stage. but I
noticed vosterday that the city council asked
U punl augn all aniuvuis W

10 £500.000 o enable it to crech abattoirs.
think the Premier did the only thing he
possibly could do under the circumstances,
when he refused to grant the request of the
council, becanse it is a dying body. and it
would mean the establishment of the industry
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by the present city council, who would then
hand it on to the Greater Brisbane Council,
which would have had no say as to whether
it wished to carry out such yu scheme or not.
1 do claim tlmt the question was approached
by the stork interosts in the broadest and
most g“e‘nmou: spirit.  They offered to the
peonle of Brisbane and the other two centres

facilities io have their meat slaughtered
under hygienic eonditions at no cost to
themselves.  That was o most gencrous pro-
posal.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): The Minister has
xiven good reasons why we should not vote

for the amendment. He says that the power
is already provided in the Bill, and we, as
a Pawlmlnon‘r should accept the hon. gentlo-
man’s statement as being the cend of it. If
he were interested in his Bill, he should
not accent the amendment. He would not
aceept a similar amendment in regard to
the men at present employed by the vari-
ovs local authorities because, he said, pro-
vision had beecn made for it in the Bill.

At 12,10 p.m.,

Mr. GLEDsON (Ipswich),
of Temporary Chairmen,
man in the chair,

Mr. FRY :

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-

When a similar occasion now
arises he waives his objectious and accepti
the amendment. I stand for the principle of
cc-operation as against municipalisation or
Government control of industry. We know
that grest losses have taken place in con-
nection with Government enterprises. The
political influence exerted is so great as to
foree the hands of those who arc controlling
the industry and break down the efliciency
of organisation. It is due to this fact that
failurcs have taken place in State cnterprises.

With regard to the inspection of meat, the
alarming statement made by the hon. member
for Barcoo that the Government know that
meat charged with tuberculosis is going into
consumption 1is sufficient to warrant a no-
confidence motion against the Government
for not dealing with the matter. If the
Government are aware that meat affected
with tuberculosis is going into consumption,
they are commitiing a criminal offence by
not engaging more inspectors and paying
more attention to their obvious duty of
inspecting cattle after they are killed. That
is an indictment against the Government
whick they cannot ignore. If it is not a fact
that meat charged with tuberculosis is going
into consumption, then it is a reflection on
the inspectors for unjustly condemning the
meat. If we take the Minister’s statement
that the matter has been provided for and
that there is sufficient power under the Bill
as it stands to deal with this matter, then
we must come to the conclusion that this
amendment is only being moved for political
or electioneering purposes,

There is ntothing more important to the
welfave of our Commumty than pure food.
Food inspection should be very rigidly
carried out, but whether the Government are
justified in taking over the cost of the
structure in which the cattle arc slaughtered
is another thing. The Government heliave
I eu-operation 1n connection with agrlca’
ture, frujtgrowing, and marketing, and it
is essential that fruit should be inspected
as well as meat. Is it not a fact that fruit
may disseminate as much disease as meat?
Why is there such a loud cry made about
meat and not about fruit? ~A child who

Mre. Fry.]
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goes into a shop and buys an apple, in con-
suming the apple may absorb the germs of
such diseases as tuberculosis, phthisis, diph-
theria, or typhoid fever. All these things
may be on the apple which is bought in
the shop.

Mr. FARRELL :
everything.

Mr.
that out. The Minister says that the council
has the necessary power to do this; vet we
are asked to pass an amendment to duplicate
something which is already in the Bill. That
is one reason why the Minister should
not accept the amendment—not because it is
not necessary, but because the power alrcady
is in the Bill. The hon. member for Windsox
in his policy speech at the last State election
advocated the erection of abattoirs, so that
we are not opposed to the establishment of
abattoira.

That applies to pretty well

Mr. WrigaT: Did he advozate municipal
control ?
Mr. FRY : Iie advocated State abattoirs.

We are not opposed to the establishment of
abattoirs, but we say—at any rate, I say—
that the Minister should not he so foeblo as
to accept an amendment which is going to
duplicate a provision in the Bill

The HowE SECRETARY: Tt is an intimation
tc the council that the powers are there.

Mr. ¥RY: That is all right, but the
Minister told the House that he was going
to leave the control of the affairs of Bris-
bane to the members of the council elected
by adult franchise. Are we doing that?

The Houme SecRETARY: Yes. You think it
should be carried out by private enterprise.

Mr. FRY: I have not said anything of
the kind. I said that the amendment dupli-
cates the power in the Bill, and there is no
need for it. The milk suppl\ should be under
proper supervision, too, and there should be
sufficient inspectors for the work; bur o
case comes to my mind of a complaint which
was made about a dirty cart conveyving ear
to the State butcher shops, but there was no
prosecutlon although  prosecutions were
instituted in respect of carts carrying wmeat
to other shops.

The IHowme SECRETARY :
in favour of the Bill!

Mr. FRY: That case shows that under
Covornment control reports «f inspectors
are suppressed becauss the Government do
not want the light of day on their uom‘,-
takings. That 1s on record in the official
papers. So the chances are that political
influence will get to work in this case and
prevent a proper oxccution of the duties ot
inspectors. I have complete coufidence in
the ability and integrity of inspectors if they
are supported. 1f they know that they have
the Health Department behind them. and the
Home Secretary behind the Health Depart-
ment, they will do their duty without fear
or favour. I wish to place on record that I
am in favour of the rigid ingpecrion of milk
and mcat and of all foods. but. taking into
consideration what the Minister has said, 1
cannot sec that there is any need for the
amendment.

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): T do not want
to plolon the - discussion on this clause
unduly, bm I claim to have had some prac-
tical experience of the meat industry, and
for that reason and becausc the amendment

[Mr. Fry.

Another arguent
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is of suflicient_importance I propose to say
a few words. I think it is advisable to make
provision in the Bill to give the Greater
Brisbane Council power to establish abattoirs
and control the millk supply of the city. I
have had the pleasurc of visiting the Sydney
abattoirs at Homebush, and I was agreeably
surprised at the way in which they are

conducted, and the completeness of the
works.
The animals arc controlled by the

:\battoirs Board—which is under State con-

trol—as they arrive at the salevards from
the railway. The saleyards are in close
proximity o the abattoirs, and when the

and before they
a keen
veter-
Board.

stock are yarded for sale,
ave sold, they are submitted 1o
ante-mortem examination by the
inary officers of the Abattoirs
After the sale, they are taken to dif-
ferent vesting paddocks until they reach
the alaughtermw floor. On the slaughtering
fioor qualified inspectors carefully examine
every carcase and brand it if they are satis-
fied ‘tha,b it is free from disease. TUnder the
Slate control of abattoirs, Sydney is abso-
lutely assured of a meat supply which is
perfectly pure and wholesome, and there
appears to be no possibility of Sydney DY ople

chtaining diseased meat \’\hlle ‘they have a
rigid system of inspection in vogue. The
same can be #aid of the beautiful abatioirs
s Adelaide. I have also had much pleasure
in sceing those abattoirs.

Mr. Maxwrrl: There are others.

Mr. WRIGHT: Yes. The hon member
for Murilla has evidently had that pleasure
{00, as in his speech yesterday he made some
rcference to the Adelaide abattoirs. Lheir
svstem of distribution of meat is absolutely
perfect. I see very little difference berween
State control and rmunic’pal control  of
abattoirs, In Sydney the abattoirs are con-
trolled hy a board cstablished by the Btate
Government, but in Adelaide the abattoirs
are controlled by the municipality of
Adelaide.

I rose merely to make a fow vemarks in
connection with the preposal that has been
cutlined this morning by the hon. member
for Fassifern, and was mentioned vestsrday
by the hon. member for Burilla., Through
the courtesy of the hon. member for Fassi-
fern, I received some time ago a copy of the
proposal by the United Graviers and Stock-
owners to co-operate and establish meatworks
und abattoirs. I am satisfied that we could
Lo assured of a pure meat supply under such
a scheme, as I believe we could arrauge
for the 1mpoction to be so rigid us te ieave
no loophole for any diseased meat going
into consumption in the suburbs of Brisbane.
The supply of pure meat is a most important
matter, but therc is another section of the
industrv which I think hon. members oppo-
site will acknowledge is the most lucrative
side of the industry, and that is the br-
prodncts department.  The profits from the
hy-produets is the “ milk in the cocoanut’ in
connection with the proposal put forward b
hLon. members opposite.  Anybody who knows
anything about the meat industry knows
that the profits are largely made ouf of
by-products, and hon. gentlemen opposite
quite realise that by controlling the abuttoirs
they will possess a big lever for their scheme
of helping their friends.

To subsiantiate my point I am going to
quote from the report on the operations of

the abattoirs at Homebush, Sydney. The
Homebush abattoirs do not allow anything
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but the very best fat and hides to leave the
abattoirs. An agreement is made with the
butchers on the first day of every month.
It is agreed then that so much per lb. shall

be paid for the fat and different by-
products, and the price is based on London
parity. The board administering the
abattoirs controls the whole of the by-
products and the manufacture of the

various articles therefrom. The report, in
dealing with the operations of the abattoirs,
and particularly with by-products from
March, 1916, to 30th June, 1922, says—

“ This section of the board’s activities
is in many respects the most important,
and lends itself to an expedition into
the fields of research and developmental
work of an Interesting character. It is
an ever-widening avenue of industry,
presenting fresh possibilities from year
to year.

“The most Important branch of the
by-products depariment is that of tallow
manufacture. The rough fats are pur-
chased by the board from the carcase
butchers, and a good mixed tallow pro-
duced. This commodity, under normal
conditions, finds a ready sale because
of the uniformity of the grade and its
reliability generally. An inferior grade
is manufactured from offal fats, whilst
of recent years—at the request of ship-
building authorities—the board has pro-
duced a special grade of tallow for ship-
launching purposes.

‘“Heads and fect of cattle slaughtered
are also purchased by the board, and
cevery portion is turned into a market-
able commodity. Horns, hoofs, hair,
bones, sinews. knuckles, and hide pieces
are all treated and sold for various pur-
poses. The growth of the prdducts of
this department, both in quantity and
value, has been remarkable during the
past few years.”

The growth of the value of the by-products
is shown by the following figures:—

£
1917 78,974
1913 159,913
1919 266,993
1920 424,799
1921 227,165

If the proposal of the United Graziers and
Stockowners’ Association was agreed to, this
very valuable portion of the business would
pass out of the control of the people of this
State. It is a most valuable side line, and
is more valuable than the meat itself so
far as profits are concerncd.

The bon. member for Fassifern. in out-
lining his proposal this morning, made
reference to the fact that the alternative
scheme was a white clephant. I want briefly
to show the contrast as revealed by the
operations of the Homebush abattoirs. The
annual et profits realised on the operations
of the bosrd since the time of the establish-
ment of the abattoirs are—

£

1916-17 41,662
1917-18 67,227
1918-19 40,841
1919-20 58,394
1620-21 7,685
1921-22 34,052
1922-23 54,619

Total £304,580

1924-5 &
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The year 1920-21 was following the great
drought.

Mr. Moore: To whom did the profits:
belong—the producer or the consumer?

Mr. WRIGHT: A large proportion of the
profits was gained from the treatment of
the by-products. That is the “ milk in the
cocoanut” so far as the scheme proposed by
hon. members opposite is concerned. It 1%
another method by which they will attempt

to gull the people of this State,
[12.30 p.m.] by putting forward a proposal to

establish ~ co-operative abattoirs
and 'a pure supply of meat to the community
of Brisbane. I do not doubt for one moment
that we could get a pure supply of meat,
because we could make the inspection so
rigid that the supply could not be otherwise
than pure; but the State would lose the
by-products of the meat to the extent I have
outlined.

OPPOSITION Interjections.

Mr. WRIGHT: It is useless for hon.
members to interject. They said nothing
about by-products when speaking. When the
Lon, meémber for Fitzroy asked how the
profits would be divided, the hon. member
for Fassifern very wisely kept silent.

Mr. S1zER: No, he replied.

Mr. WRIGHT: I am satisfied that the
question of the contrel of abattoirs is not
one for the producers of cattle in the State
only. It should be managed by men who are
representatives of the people.

Mr. Moore: Do you not think that a
man cngaged in an Industry should get the
full profit of his labour?

Mr. WRIGHT: Yes. (Opposition leugh-
ter.) Hon. members opposite talk glibly
about the control of abattoirs and a
pure milk supply, but they want to
get control of the abattoirs and keep
all the profit for their f{friends. Hon.
members opposite admit thex are out to help
the cattle-owners of this State. They cannot
help the cattle-owners of this State in the
matter of local consumption of meat, unless
they increase the price of meat.

Mr. Kerr: What about the export of
meat?
Mr. WRIGHT: Hon. members opposite

bave more than they do to estahlish
their export trade now.

Mr. Kerr: Why?

Mr. WRIGHT : Ask the hon. member for
Fassifern. Hon. members opposite cannot
Lenefit the cattle-owners of this State by con-
{rolling abattoirs unless thev increase the
price of meat to the local consumers

Mr. SmzEr: We would reduce the price of
meat to the local consumer.

Mr. WRIGHT : That is an argument the

can

Lon. member may advance. but I cannot
sce how it can be done. Tf hon. meuibers
want to benefit their cattle-owner friends,

and the main source of revenue is i{n come
from local consumers, the price of the com-
modity must be raised. That is the ¢ nigger
in the woodpile” or the “milk in the
cocoanut.”  Hon. members opposite wani
their friends to control the abatioirs for that
reason.

At 12.25 p.m., N

The CrarrvaN resumed the chair.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): The hon, mem-
Ler for Bulimba does not realise the object

Mr. Sizer.}
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of the scheme, which is to keep our meat-
works going throughout the year and to find
a market for all meat and by-products. By
co-operative action we hope to establish both
an export trade and cheap local trade.

Mr. WrieHT : There is nothing to provent
4hat being brought about by the scheme
proposed by the Government.

Mr. SIZER: That is so, but I am not in
favour of municipal control. I believe the
%on, member for Fitzroy misconstrued a
remark I made this morning, which he
evidently considered a reflection on his per-
sonal character. KEvidently the hon. member
construed my remarks to indicate that he
was getting money by dishonest methods.
Let me assure the hon. membor and members
of the Committee that nothing was further
from my mind. While I do not often agree
with the hon. member, I have always recog-
nised that he is as sincere and honest in his
convictions as any member of this Com-
mittee. 1 am equally satisfied that he is
totally wrong in his viewpoint in regard to
the milk supply of Brisbane. He said that
the milk is about thirty-six hours old before
it is delivered in Brisbane. That is ebso-
lutely incorrect.

Mryr. HarTLEY : From twenty-four to thirty-
six hours old.

Mr. SIZER: TUnder the Wellington
scheme, which the hon. member supported,
immediately the' municipality took control
of the milk supply, as reported to the Vie-
torian Government by Dr. Stanley Argyle
in 1922, the cold milk was forty-eight hours
#o sixty-four hours old before 1t was delivered,
whereas before the milk supply was taken
over by the municipality the cold milk was
only twenty-four hours to thirty hours old
before it was delivered. Dr. Argyle went
further, and stated that neither the farmers,
the distributors, nor the consumers were
satisfied in any shape or form. Let me tell
the hon. member that hot milk is supplied
to the consumers in Brisbane six hours after
it is milked by the dairyman. Then the
cold miik——which we know as country milk—
is delivered on an average of from twelve
to twenty-four hours after it has been milked.
That is the minimum and the maximum,
which gives an average of about eighteen
‘hours after milking. Municipal control or
farmers’ control is the question, and the
authorities will never be able by regulation
to overcome the difficulty until they enter
into a scheme which will protect the milk
after it leaves the vendor until it actually
gets into the hands of the consumer. That
can only be brought sbout by a farmers’
co-operative scheme and the adoption of the
bottling system. Hon. members have argued
that under a bottling scheme the price would
be increased. Let me tell hon. members that
in some towns in America, under a system
of municipal inspection and the licensing of
dairymen and vendors, they have the most
up-to-date and probably the purest milk
supply in the world, and at the same time
the milkk is sold in bottles at 6d. a quart as

against a price of 8d. a quart in Brishane

to-day. That shows that by adopting an
up-to-date method of farmers’ co-operative
control we could have a hygienic system and
at the same time give the public pure milk
at a cheaper price than is charged at present.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): The question is
not whether proprietary ownership of abat-
toirs could do the business or whether muni-

[Mr. Sizer.
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cipal ownership could do it. The point I
take is that, when the people own and con
trol their meat supply and milk supply, they
will have the best system for giving to the
consumer the article in its purcst and most
wholesome form, and there will be no incen-
tive, as there might be under proprietary
ownership, to resort to improper practices
which might deteriorate the article. That
is the reason why I support the amendment,
which embodies the principle of the control
of the milk supply by the municipal authori-
ties.

I was glad to hear the hon. member for
Sandgate say that he had no intention of
implying anything improper when he men-
tioned that I would get money easily if I
could. Like anybody else, if I could see
£100 sticking out easily by putting £1 on a
horse I would do so. The question of profit
arises 1in connection with private enter-
prise, and then the consideration for the
welfare of the community goes to the wall.

The hon. member for Sandgate mentioned
the milk supply which comes 1n from various
places to the city. Let me point out what
happens in regard to milk cans which are
sent in, and probably the hon. member for
Murrumba will recall instances of what I am
saying. Take, for instance, the milk supply
which comes to the various stations along
the North Coast line.

Mr. Sizer: Most of the milk comes from
there.

Mr. HARTLEY : The train service is such
that only the milk from cows which are
milked about 5.30 a.m. can be sent, as 1
has to be at the station at a little after 6
a.m.

Mr. Sizer: They can get a train at 7 a.m.

Mr. HARTLEY : At a number of outside
places, such as Burpengary, Caboolture, and
places further out, and particularly places
on the Woodford line, they cannot get a
train unti! late in the afternoon, and the
milkk will not get into town early enough for
distribution that day.

Mr. Sizer: They get a midday train and
a train at 5 p.m.

Mr. HARTLEY : Bear in mind that milk
sent in the midday train is the milk of cows
which have been milked at 5 a.m.

Mr. Sizgr: You are wrong.

Mr. HARTLEY: Selectors living 5 or 6
miles from the railway station are not able
to make milk deliveries to the stations
earlicr.

Mr. Sizer: You are wrong.

Mr. HARTLEY: I know that is right.
I have made inquiries and found out how
the milk comes in. There may be one or two
individual cases which are different, but the
majority of cases are such as I have
described. That is my authority for saying
that the milk is from twenty-four to thirty-
six hours old before it is delivered. It is
milked at 5 am., and a lot of it does not
get into cold storage here until 2 p.m. or
3 p.m. in the afternoon, or it comes by the
5 p.m. train, when it 1s probably too late
for the evening delivery and is delivered
next morning. That is how a good deal of
the contamination of the milk supply is
brought about. I do not think the amend
rment will affect in any particular the
interests of the dairy farmers who supply
milk. I believe they will get just as good,
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or a better return from the municipal con-
trol of milk supply, as they do by sending
their milk into consumption through the dis-
tributing companies. The cost of distribut-
ing milk would be less if the business were
controlled by one central authority like the
City Council than it would be if controlled
by half a dozen dlstubutmg companies.
Under municipal control the producers would
receive the money which would be saved by
the lesser cost of distribution as compared
with the cost under the distributing com-
panies. I am satisfied that a municipal
supply will give to the dairyman a better
return for his milk, because there will be
no incentive to make big profits but merely
to cover overhead costs.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I do not
want to cloud the issue as to the municipal
control of abattoirs, but I want to explain
just exactly where T stand on the question
of municipal enterprise. I am in favour
of abattoirs, but I am certainly opposed
to giving the municipality control of any-
tmng that can be dealt with by private
enterprise. We have had such b1tter experi-
ence of State enterprise that it is absolutely
suicidal for any Government to 1ecommend
that a municipal council should go in for a
scheme such as this. Do the Government
want to unload some of their butcher shops
on the municipality? It has been said by
hon. members opposite that the Greater
Brishane Council could control abattoirs
such as those at Sydney and Adelaide. I
have seen those at Adelaide, and I know
they are controlled under absolutel v different
conditions, because here they would be sub-
ject to political influence if we have a con-
:Lilnuance of the conditions which obtain to-

ay

Mr. McLacuHLax: That is your nightmare.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have observed the
trend of things generally. Hon. members
opposite are trying to achieve their objec-
tive of the socialisation of industry, and this
is one of the steps by which they hope to
accomplish it. I shall certainly raise my
voice against such control, because, as I said
at the outset, we have had the Ditterest
experience any State could have of State
enterprise.

I object also to the method by which this
scheme has been brought before the public.
To me it is one of the dirtiest jobs ever
perpetrated. 1 am not attributing anything
to the hon. memher who introduced the
amendment or to the Government. I want
to draw the attention of the Committee to
the method by which the Australian Meat
Industry FEmployees’ TUnion brought this
matter before the people of Brisbane. They
did so by saying that they were consuming
cancerous and tubercular meat, and raising
the cry that it was the result of the control
of the industry by private enterprise.

Mr. Hawrteey: How do you make out that
it is one of the dirtiest jobs ever perpe-
trated ?

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a dirty job to
frighten the people into anything like this,
making them believe that people engaged in
private enterprise are prepared to sell their
bodies and souls for pounds, shillings, and
pence, and to sacrifice the unfortunate con-
sumers in the community. I have a greater
opinion of those people than that. Perhaps
the environment of some of the hon. mem-
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bers who are interjecting may lead them to
a different conclusion. I was not at all sur-
prised at the Minister accepting the amend-
ment  moved by the hon. member for
Merthyr, but the most agreeable surprise to
me would he to see the Minister accepting
an amendment from this side.
Mr. FarmerL: It would be a surprise.

Mr. MAXWELL: We know that. What
sort of a charge was made by the Australian
Meat Industry Employees’ Union against
the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Public Iiealth in connection
with meat and milk distribution? Those
departments have their inspectors out doing
their work. I have heard hon. members say
that Melbourne and Adelaide have a very
fine system of meat supply. and people have
stated that better meat could not be obtained
under any other system. The Southern people
have stated that the best of their méat comes
from Queensland. The other day the hon.
member for Murilla sent down a number of
Queensland cattle to be slaughtered in the
South and secured wonderful prices, which
proves the quality of the beasts. It is a
most lamentable condition of affairs to
find a certain section of men who are pre-
pared to sacrifice decent men in Govern-
ment departments who are doing their
inspection work faithfully, to traduce men
in business, and stampede the people by
making them believe that they are eating
cancerous and tubercular meat. That was
one of the dirtiest jobs that could have been
perpetrated, and I as a member of Parlia-
ment am not going to assist those people to
accomplish what they desire.

Mr. Hartiey: What does the hon. gentle-
man mean by ‘“dirty job”’?

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a contemptible
act for this body to tell the people that
cancerous and tubercular meat is being dis-
tributed in the suburbs of Brisbane under
Government inspection. Would the inspec-
tion under municipal control be any better

than the iInspection wunder Government
control?
The Home SEecRETARY: Of course.

Mr. MAXWELL: That does not say much
for the Government. The Department of
Agriculture have their inspectors doing this
inspection work, and I have more faith in
them than I have in those persons who are
prepared to sacrifice A number of decent men
who are carrying out their work faithfully.

Mr. Burcock : When did the hon. gentle-
mun  become an authority on mea$
inspection ?

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not saying that
I am an authority on meat inspection.

Mr. BorLcock : How does the hon. gentle-
man know that cancerous or tubercular meat
is not going into consumption?

Ir. MAXWELL: I have sufficient faith
in the Government inspectors.

Mr. Burcock: Did the hon. gentleman see
where a butcher the other day was fined for
ubercular meat hanging in his shop?

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not say that that
did not occur, but it only shows that the
Government inspectors are doing their duty
by instituting prosecutions, and are alive to
the interests of the people. I have heard
some hon. members of experience say that at
times it is difficult to pick out a healthy
animal.

Mr. Maxwell.]
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Mr. Burcock: The hon, gentleman knows
that supervision at the present time is abso-
lutely impossible.

Mr. MAXWELL: The method by which
the question of abattoirs came into promin-
ence was that adopted by certain persons
who attempted to stampede the people, and
then the Brisbane City Council sent a dele-
gation to Adelaide for the purpose of
inspecting the abartoirs there.

Mr. Bricock: What did the hon. member
for Murilla say about the Adelaide abattoirs?
He said that they were the most perfect
abattolrs in Australia,

Mr. MAXWELL: I think so too. The
hon. gentlemarn was not in this Chamber
when I made a statement to that cffect, and
when I pointed cut that the conditions which
would obtain in Brishane are different from
the conditions which obtain in Adelaide.

Mr. Britock: We are more favourably
circumstanced than they are in the other
States.

Mr. MAXWELL: In Queensland political
mﬂuonce would be brought to bear, and
naturally the candidates selected by the other
side for seats in the Greater Brisbane
Council would be politically controlled. If
they do not carry out the wishes of their

organisation, they will be tuned wup.

My, Hartiey: These who politically con-
trol  your side sent the dele gation to
London.

Mr., MAXWELL: We have had an
example of that political control in another
measure which was introduced this morning.
The Government had either to introduce that
Bill or resign. The pity of it is that the
Sceretary for Agriculture never stood up
and contradicted the libelleus statement that
his officers allowed beef to be placed on the
market for human consumption that was
supposed to be diseased. One has only to
read the literature of the militant section
of the Labour party to know what their aim
and intentions are. This is part of their
scheme, That scction does and says things
which are not in accord with facts and are
misleading. If we cannot do so here, we can
iell the ])eoplﬂ that whatever authority is
allowed to go in for such a scheme as this,
the poor unfortunate ratepayers will have to
pay for it, and very little results will be
achieved for the people. If a number of
the members of the Butchers’ Union are out
of employvment, a notification will be served
on the management of the abattoirs. if they
are municipally controiled, and work will
have to be found for those men. As proof
of this statement, I have only to refer to

what has been done before. Some time ago
a deputation of unemployed waited on the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Board. and told the koard that it was not
ineir function to find money first, but to find
work, and then the money. Although I do
helieve in abattoirs, I do not stand for the
contrc! of abattoirs bv the (Greater Brisbane
Courcil on similar lines to the State onter-
prises. It is for that reason I strongly resent
giving the Greater Brishane Council power
te control the abattoirs,

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay):
opposed to municipal control,
the results of State control are any guide.
The vesults of State control liave been
disastrous to this State, and I am inclined
+o the opinion that municipal control will
have similar results.

{Mr. HMaxwell.

I am totally
especially 1f
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I can give some practical irformatiom
with regard to the milk supply. I happen

to be responsible for the delivery of a large
quantity of milk which goes into consumption
in Man*bolough
There is a suggestion that milkmen should
tender to supply the different aveas in.
the city with milk. As one who has had a
considerable practical experience I contend
that such a scheme will entail a
[2 p.m.] tremendous amount of difficulty
in its establishmeut. I do not
want to go into details, but I could give the
Minister a great deal of information gained
as a result of practical expericnce, which no
doubt would cause him to consider sericusly
before moving in the direction indicated.

We know that the control of a dairy herd
supplying milk to a city comes under three
different departments. First of all, there is
the Department of Agriculture and Stock,
which sends out an officer to look into the
sanitation of the dairy and to see that the
dairyman complies with the regulations.
Then there is the Health Department, which
sends an officer to your farm to sec that your
cattle are in a healthy condition. Finally,
there is the Home Secretary’s Department,
which has a Commissioner of Prices to see
that you do not make too much profit out
of your herd. It would be in the interests
of the producer and the consumer if the
control of the milk supply for the ocity were
placed under one department. It is detri-
mental to the health and gencral welfare of
the community to have conflicting reports
from officers of various department=

In the matter of abattoirs I contend that
it would be a move in the right direction if
they were established, not under municipal
control, but under the co-operative control
of those engaged in the industry. The pro-
cucers or those engaged in the butchering
industry could control the supply of meat
to the city much better than the munici-
palityv. If municipal control is going to be
on a par with State control, we shall have
a state of affairs existing which will not be
in the interests of the consumer. Only the
other day when discussing the matter with
a Maryborough butcher that butcher pointed
out to me that there were no less than five or
six different slaughter-vards around the city
of Maryborough. If the cattle in that urea
could all be slaughtered at central abattoirs
under Go\ernment supervision, the meab
could be sold at a much cheaper rate than
is the case at present. I advocate the estab-
lishment of such a system to cut out the
difference between what the producer receives
for his meat and what the consumer pays.

The question of abattoirs leads up to the
question of State butcher shops. In Mary-
borough we are not making a success in the
matter of serving the public with meat fromr
State butcher shops, and the same condition
of affairs will exist in the city of Brisbane if
we bring about municipal control. In Mary-
borough at the present time negotiations are
proceeding through a firm of commission
agents for the purchase of one of our State
butcher shons. One of the firms that is
regotiating for the sale of this butcher shop
is D. Weir., Maryborough.  (Oppesition
laughter.) He is negohdtmrr for the purchase
by a private individual of an existing State
butcher shop, and it shows that, if we are
going to have men on that side of the
Chamber advocating the purchase by private
individuals of State butcher shops, the
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municipal control of the supply of beef is not
going to be the success that hon. members
opposite say it will be.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. CLAYTON: I am not going to dwecll
on this matter very long.
Mr. CARTER: Hear, hear!

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. member for
Port Curtis says, ““ Hear, hear!” He does
not like a few home truths. From the few
remarks I have made, it will be seen that
if you bring about municipal control of the
milk and meat supplies, then you are going
to do something that will be detrimental -to
the people of Brisbane.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): When the hon,
member for Toowong addressed himself to
the question of the establishment of abattoirs
he said that the statement that tubercular
and cancerous meat had gone into human
consumption in the metropclitan arca was a
despicable and dastardly assertion, The hon,
member for Toowone should verify the
statement hefore coming to this Chamber,
His prejudices in favour of private exploi-
gation carry him away and divorce him from
nis Judgment, and the consequence is that
ke comes here and makes statements without
knowing anything of the circumstancas of
the case that he sets out to discuss. He
has challenged the assertion of the Butchers’
Union  that tubercular and cancerous
rreat 1s going into consumption. The hon.
member says such is not the fact, that meat
tuspectors would prevent such a thing, and
shat the assertion that such meat is going
o consumption is an attack on our meat
pectors. The hon. member does not know
what he is talking about, and, furthermore,
his desire to sce perpetuated the present
svstem of public utilities being controlled by
rrivate individuals has carried him heyond
brs depth. 1 will tell the hon. member of
one case that will bear verification. It
bappened not so very long ago. There was
a butcher in Sherwood who took to his shop
a quarter of beef that was badly tubercular,
and he proceeded to cut up that besf and
nake it into sausages. The meat inspector
appeared on the scene when the quarter
was half ecut up, and he ordered the removal
of the balance of the meat and instituted
a prosecution.  The butcher was severely
penalised for having sold tubercular mcat.

Mr. Blaxwerrn: The inspector came on the
scene.

Mr. BULCOCK : The inspector did come
on the scere, Lut not until half the people of
Eherwood had eaten tubercular sausages for
their breakfast. That is the system the hon.
wentber wauts to perpetuate.” In this par-
ticnlar instance the culprit was detected after
he had rcld tubercular meat. There are
rany such cases where the culprit cannot be
detected, breause the scattored system  of
slaughtering makes it impossible for close
supnrvision to be exercised over all the meat
that is consumed, and therefore the necessity
for the establishment of abattoirs is abso-
lutely =pparent to anybody who has no desire
to perpetuate a system of private exploitation,

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): After listen-
to the hon. member for Barcoo, one must
come to the conclusion that he has had =o
much to do with microbrs that they are
crawling all over him. (Laughter.) Tt is
a terrible pity that any member of this
Committee should attempt 4o alarm the
public by making statements such as the
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kon. member has made. One must admit

that generally the beef supplied is healthy,
and under any conditions—whether under
municipal  or  co-operative control-—some
unhealthy meat must get through. It is
impossible always to detect everything which
may be wrong with the meat. Iivery hon.
member stands for an absolutely healthy
supply of milk and meat, but what we want
to get at 1s whether those commodities are
supplied in the way which is best for the
people. I am of opmion, and I stand for it
c¢very time, that co-operation, with State or

niunicipal inspecticn, will be all right. Take
the bacon factories, for instance. Nobody
thinks we are consuming bad bacon. Every-

body knows that the supervision is so strict
that the best erticle possible is put on the
market,

Mr. Burrcocx: The pig inspection in
Queensland is the worst in the Common-
wealth, and you know it.

Mr. Moore: Not in the factories.

Mr. Brrcock: Ye:s: the factory inspection
is the worst in the Commonwealth.

Mr. WARREXN : I want to give a meed of
praise to the men who are doing this sort of
WOr I have come in contact with the work

which is being done, and it speaks well for
the Depariment of Agriculture that these
men are always doing their duty. I feel
quite sure that we are pretry safe in this
respect.

The hon. member for Fitzroy made a
statement about milk being a certain age
before it is consumed. The hon. member
has been wrongly informed. Take the North
Coast trains, for instance. Hon. members
opposite do not know how the milk comes
to the trains. The train stavts at a few
minutes to seven from Caboolture. There is
no milk coming to the city from places
north of Caboolture. If milk from the
North Coast comes into the city late, it is
a case of the people missing the train. Con-
tamination of the milk is not caused by the
cans, but is due to other causes. The milk
cans are clean. No dairrman would be
so foolish as to put good milk into dirty
cans. The cans are inspected, and any
faulty cans are put aside. The system must
he gone irto from A to Z. We must not
think that by merely discontinuing a certain
habit we have got into it is going to make
for a good supply of milk. As a matter of
fact, Quecensland consumes its milk in less
time than any other State of the Common-
wealth, because 80 per cent. of our milk
comes fron pleces within 30 miles of the
city. Thorefore, from that point of view,
we must have a better supply than other
people: but we are not so much up to date
in our handling of it.

My, McLACHLAN (Merthyr): When I
moved the amendment I did not say much
upon it, but suggested that, as we were
desirous o! sccuring a better supply of meat
and milk bv the adoption of more up-to-
date methods, it would not meet with oppo-
sition from any hon. members. 1 was sur-
prised, therefore, to see hon. members oppo-
site rising one after the other and talking.
as it were, against what is sought to be
dttained by the amendment. All that the
amendment seeks to do is to make it per-
foctly sure that there will be included in the
Bill authority for the Greater Brisbane
Council to take full and comnlete control of
abattoirs and aiso of the milk supplr.

Mr. McLachlan.]
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. I listened to what the hon. member for
Toowong had to say about the attitude
which is beirg adopted by the Brisbane City
Council and hiz rvemarks with regard to
some of the moembers of that council. The
city council have gone into this question,
and have come to the conclusion that, unless
we have a proper svstem of inspection, there
iz every likelihood that discased meat will
get into human consumption. The hon.
member for Darcoo has disclosed what tock
place quite recently at Sherwood, and what
may take place to-day. There is no desire
on the part of anybody to create a scare
amongst the people.

Mr. Kixe: A similar charge was made
against the State stations.

Mr, McLACELAN: The case mentioned
by the hon. member for Barcoo was dis-
covered., and the butcher concerned was
prosecuted and a heavy penalty imposed
upen him. The desire of the city council
is that absttoirs shall be established so that
the people will be able to get meat as
good and wholesome as it is possible to get
it.  They gef it in other States in the Com-
monwealth where they have abattoirs. The
hon. member for Toowong said that diseased
meat did not go into human consumption,
but I hold in my hand extracts from a
report of the Royal Commission which inves-
tigated the meat industry in 1912, After
going exhaustively into the whole question,
they recommended—

¢ That there is necessity for establish-
ing abattoirs in popular centres as
speedily as pessible.

{¢) The whole of the evidence taken
thronghout the State demonstrates that
until abattoirs are established there
cannot be anv adequate inspection of
stock killed for local consumption, or
of the meat that is to be consumed.
Ir is qguite safe to assume that not
more than 10 per cent. of meat passed
into local consumption is inspected in
accordance with the Acts and regula-
tions,

#) The medical evidence shows that
the consumption of meat affected with
tuberculosis and other diseases is a
menace to health, and a perusal of the
evidence taken in Brishane and the
Southern States very clearly indicates
the extent of this danger.”’

Mr. TavLoR: Whe were the Commission?

Mr. McLACHLAY: The members of the

Commission were—Hon. W H. Campbell.
MEL.C. (chairman), Mr. W. W. Hood
{manager of Messre, Birt and Co.). and

Mr. G. F. Bunning. Several medical men

gave evidence. Dr. Elkington said—
~“In any community purporting to
live under civilised conditions public
absttoirs are esential to the nublic
safety. Before meat can be regarded as
safe  for consumption it should bhe
examived beth ante and post mortem.
Tt is impossible to carry out such inspec-
tion when there are a number of small
seattered  slaughter-houses, but with
abatroirs all inspection is brought under
ane ronf. Both ante and post mortem
inspections can then he made. and all
ovgans are available for inspection.”

Mr. Fry: A good man. too.

My, McLACHLAN . The city council are
anxious to get power to establish ahattoirs;

[Mr. McLachlan.
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but, if they cannot get it now, they want to
have no doubt that the power is included in
the Bill. Dr. Jackson said—

“ Most of the diseases from which we
suffer aro conveyed by what we eat and
what we drink rather than what we
breathe.”

That is most important. I presume that the
report of that commission can be obtained
in the library, and hon. members who
peruse it will see the great necessity which
exists for the establishment of abattoirs.
The importance of the question has been
recognised by the city council, who have-
been gathering data through their commit-
tee, who have presented their report during
the last week. That report, without the use
of any extravagant language, shows that a
great deal of care is mnecessary in the
handling of the meat supply, and proves the
need for the establishment of public abat-
toirs to bring under municipal control the
meat supply of the city.

The daily papers have been commenting
on this question ever since it was raised.
The ¢ Telegraph” of the 14th instant, 1w
dealing with the matter, said—

“The construction of abattoirs also
will be necessary: the city council places
the capital required for new works at
£500,000. Now the question has been
raised whether the present city council
should commit itself to such expenditure,
sceing that the Greater Brisbane scheme
is to be brought into operation next
vear. An answer to that is, that the
construction of abattoirs 1s necessary,
and if the present council does not obtain
legislative authoritv the hands of the
Greater Brisbane Council may be tied,
and thus delay be caused.”

The Brisbane City Council is. hopeful of
getting authority to allow it to go on with
this work without delay. If it is possible to
obtain legislation this session to give effect
to it, it will be carried out in the interests
of the people of Brisbane. But even if it is
not possible to get the legislation through,
I believe that there is power under the
Local Authorities Act for the Brisbane City
Council to do that work. The sconer we
construct public abattoirs and institute a
milk supply under the control of the Brisbane
City Council, the better it will be for the
community as a whole.
Amendment {(Mr. McLachlan) agreed to.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I beg to
move the following amendment:—
“ After line 33, page 16, insert the
following new paragraph:—

¢The powers conferred by this sub-
section shall not include the establish-
ment or carrying on of any trading
business or of any industry, unless such
industry is carried on solely for the
purpose of supplying requirements of
the council or is an industry not operat-

ing in competition with other similar

industries already established within
the city,””
The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The Com-

mittee has just carried an amendment giving
the Greater Brisbane Council the power
whick the hon. member proposes to with-
hold under this amendment. The amend-
ment, therefore, is not in order.

Clanse 35, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 36 to 41, both inclusive, agreed to.
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Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I beg to move
the following new clause to follow clause
41—

“41s, No resolution for borrowing
money other than for temporary accom-
modation as hereinafter provided shall
be adopted by the council unless @ notice
thereof has been published in the
‘ Gazetie] and also twice in some news-
paper, not less than one month nor
more than three months before such
resolution.  is  adopted, stating the
amount of the moneys proposed to be
borrowed and the purposes to which the
lecan is to be applied.

“ At any time within one month after
the last publication of the notice of a
proposition to borrow money, any rate-
payers, not being less than one hundred
in number, whose names appear in the
rate book as owners of rateable land in
the city may, by writing under their
hands delivered to the mayor or clerk,
require that the question whether the
money shall be borrowed shall be sub-
mitted to a vote of all the electors of the
city whose names appear in the rate
book as the owners or occupiers of
rateable land within the city.

““ When such demand has been made,
a poll shall be taken of such electors, and
if upon such poll being taken the number
of votes given against the loan is greater
than the number of votes given in favour
of the loan, the council shall be forbidden
to proceed further with the loan ™

Under the Bill the ratepayers will be liable
for the loan money which is spent, but will
have no say whatever as to whether it shall
be spent, neither will they have any means
of protecting themselves, Under the old
franchise the ratepayers eclected the council,
and there was not the same justification for
a poll as there is now. We know that a
large number of people will vote to clect
aldermen who will go in for considerable
expense, not for the purpose of benefiting the
city but to purchase support at clection time,
and it 1z desirable that the people who are
to be held liable for the repayment of loan
money should have a voice in deciding
whether it is justifiable or expedient that
this money should be raised. Objections
may possibly be raised that the refusal to
approve of the expenditure of loan money
might be the means of blocking works which
are in the interests of the city, but the people
who have to repay the money and whose
property is to be mortgaged hy the council
should have some say as to whether they
consider it is justifiable that this money
should be raised. The liability is solely on
the occupier or owner of the property. If
the electors living within the city had to
make good any loss, the objection I have
made would not stand ; but we know perfectly
swwell that the liability remains on the land.
If a tenant vacates a property, the owner
has to meet the liability. A section of
electors living within a certain district might
possibly induce the council to undertake an
expensive programme of public works which
might not be profitable for some considerable
time, if ever. The people who enjov the
benefits of the expenditure of that money
might possibly leave Brisbane as soon as the
work 1s completed. There is no liability
upon them for the repayment of that money.
The liability is on the owners of properiy
within the area. It has been recognised in
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the Local Authorities Act, and even in the
Local Authorities Amendment Act of 192€,
that a poll shall be taken on all loan pro-
posals if 10 per cent. of the electors make a.
request. We made an effort when the Act
was being amended in 1920 to have it laid
down that ratepayers only should have the
privilege of voting on lean proposals. Clause
41 leaves the question of what amount of
money shall be borrowed entirely at the
discretion of the council. They do not need
cven to borrow it from the Government.

The Houme Secrerary: The Greater City
Council cannot borrow any money without
an Order in Council.

Mr. MOORE: An Order in Councl is
rather a broken reed to lean upon from the
point of view of thosc liable for the repay-
ment of the money.

OrpositioN MzMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE: They are the sole persons
that the Government or the debenture holders:
can levy upon if there is a loss on the enter-
prizes on which the lean money has been
spent.  We have always stood up for the
principle that the people rendered liable for
loans shall have the opportunity of saying-
whether the money shall or shall not be
spent.  That principle is not only recognised
in every Local Authorities Act in the other
States, but it is recognised in the New Zealand
Act, about which the hon. member for Port
Curtis had so much to say. The franchise in
New Zealand is not the same as in Queens-
land, because they recognise the rights of
holders of property on which the sole liability
of loans rests. The New Zealand Act distinctly
says that before a loan can be raised the
ratepayers have the right to ask for a poll,
and the owners or occupiers, whether living:
inn the area where the poll is taken or not,
also have the right to vote. It is generally
recognised as bemng fair and just that these
reople should have some say on these matters
if they so desire.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The proposed
new ciause outlined by the leader of the
Opposition 15 one to which the Minister
might well give favourable consideration.
This Greater -Brisbane Council, when con-
stituted, will send out its rate mnotices to
those who have property and who are respon-
sible for finding the money. This new clauss

does not in any way propose to

[2.30 p.m.] emasculate or wealken the Bill im

any shape or form. The number
of electors or ratepayers who will vote 1
connection with the maiter of raising the
loan will be quite considerable. I do not
suppose that the number who will have the
right to vote will equal those who really
have not the right to vote, but a consider-
able number will be asked to exercise the
franchise in connection with the flotation of
these loans. I certainly think the Minister
should give favourable consideration to the
rights of the ratepayers who are responsible
for the payment of the money which will be
horrowed to carry out the works of the
Greater City. As the leader of the Opposition
pointed out, provision already exists in the
New Zealand Local Authorities Act, and
under our present Local Authorities Aect
those who are responsible for the payment
of loan money have the right to say whether
a council is justified in raising a particular
sum of money for a particular purpose. In
the populous part of the Greater City of
Brisbane scheme the people who are the

Mr. Taylor.]
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largest payers of taxes will be debarred from
having any say in matters connected with
the e\pendxtule of loan money. They may
not live in the city area, but, considering
the amount of money for which they are
responsible, those ratepayers should have
the right to say whether it is desirable that
these loans should be floated or otherwise.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): Briefly, the
amendment means that a limited franchise
will be inserted in the Bill to destroy the
broader franchise, In other words, it means
that you are going to place the councillors
of the Greater City of Brisbane in a worse
position than the present city councillors.

Mr. Kixe: Only for one specific purpose.

The HOME SECRETARY : Only for one
specific purpose, and that is what I am
dealing with. Under the ecxisting Local
Authorities Act it is neecssary for 10 per
cent. of the people on the roll—not neces-
sarily ratepayers—to initiate a petition before
a poll can be taken. Now the leader of
the Opposition asks, under a broader Bill,
that I should allow 100 ratepayers to have
the opportunity of nullifying the whole
endeavours of the Greater Brishbane coun-
«cillors. Hon. members will recollect that
in the matter of public health it became
absolutely necessary to destroy the principle
which hon. members opposite are seeking to
establish here, because no council could
carry out by a vote of the ratepayers the
necessary drainage schemes and other matters
necessary in the interests of the general
health of the community. The menace to
the health of the community became so great
that an amendment became necessary to
except loans for health purposes from similar
provisions to the one we are discussing.

Mr. Kixg: The Commissioner of Public
Health could override the result of a poll.

The HOME SECRETARY: He could
under the Health Act, but here hon. gentle-

mwen opposite  desive 100 ratepayers to
have the power to override the whole of the
councillors. The ratepayers have the protec-
tion that every loan must be submitted to
the Governor in Council, by whom it will
be carefully scrutinised. Then take what it
would cost to hold a poll in the Greater
Brishane arce. I veniure to say that a poll
«could not be taken over the whele of that
arca for less than £3.600. If the amend-
ment swere carried, it would destroy the
whol» intentions of the Bill, and for that
reason I cannot accept itf.

My, KING (Logany: The Home Scere-
1ary is not altogether correct. It would
not he within the power of 100 ratepavers o
override the wishes of the electors. The 107
retepayers would only initiate the movemens.

The Howr SECRETARY: Yes. but it takes
10 per cent. to initiate a movement under
the Local Authorities Act.

My, KING: They only initiate the move-
ment. and it rests with the remainder of the
mtepaxen to say whether the money shall
be expended or not.

The Hoxn SECRETARY : One huundred rato-
payers could initiate a poll which would cost
£3.000. The experience in the Home Office
is that nearly every month we get appeals

from different 100‘11 authorities to over-
ride the provision in the Health Acts
with respoct to loans, and the Treasury

Department is Cortmuallv getting requests
4o grant loans without a poll.

[HMr. Taylor.
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Mr. KING: We know there will be
chjections every day if the people are to be
asked to pay mcmased taxation. After all
is said and done, it is not asking the Home
Sceretary for very much when you consider
that the population in the area covered b
this Bill is somewhere in the vicinity of
249,000.

The Howe SECRETARY : According to your
argument a Government loan ought to be
subject to the same provision.

Mr. KING: No. We have a population
of 240,000 in this larger avea proposed to be
covered by this Bill, and of that numbper we
now that 63,432 are ratepayers. That is to
say, practic ally onc-quarter of the people are

ratepayers, and a wuumber of these rate-
payers have families. It would only be a
very small minority who are really not

ratepayers or connected with 1(Lt9pme:~ and
the leader of the Opposition is making
perfectly faiv request when he asks that thos
neople who have to find the money should be
consulted as to whether they are willing
to bear the burden or not. It is a very easy
thing for a certain section to come along
and say, “You have to foot the bili for
£5.000 or £10,000. The lability is yours.
but we think the expenditure of that monev
will be frr the good of the area, although
we may only be here to-day and gone
to-morrow.” The permanent 1es1dent~ who
are the people who have an interest in the
iccality, should have a say as to whether
they are prepared to bear such a liability
or not. 'The liability is theirs. They cannos
pass it on to anvbody else, and I say the
request made by the leader of the Opposition
1s a perfectly legitimate one.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fust Toowoomba)y: The
request of the leader of the Opposition that
the ratepavers who have to bear the burden
sheuld have a say in the expenditure of the
lean money is a fair and reasonable one.
We have to recognise that the owners of
property have to carry the liabilityv. The
question is one which should receive some
consideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment. The Minister says that there is suffi-
cient power under this Bill, and that the
power to borrow is subject to the consent
of the Governor in Couneil. Under some
conditions that may be sufficient, but in
these days there are great forces in opera-
tion, and these forces have considerable
contral over the Government. Only a little
while ago we were discussing a clause in
the Bill, and the reply of the Premier to =
deputstion from the city council in momd
to abattoirs was referred to. The Daﬂ}
Standard ” wants to know whether the
decision of the Premier is to be final. What
would the position be if the Greater Bris-
bane City Council, under this new consti-
tutien, should propose to borrow certain
moneys, and the Premier came along and
said. “ No, gentlemen, I do not think it is
in the interes's of the municipelity that this
burden should be placed on the property
within the area”? We would find the
“ Daily Standard ” coming out with an
dlhclo as it has done this afternoon, in
which thev take exception to the position
taken up by the Premier vesterday. It says
that the Premier must not stand in the way,
and it calls upon the Cabinet to take some
action. The article states—

“ Therefore we appeal to the Cabinet
to review his decision at once; if Cabinet
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fails, it becomes a caucus responsibility.
If caucus takes no notice, then it will be
high time that orrramsed labour did.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to show that that
is the doctrine which is being established
ander these conditions. If the Bill becomes
law without the amendment of the leader of
the Opposition, these powers will all be
qqualified by the men outside who dominate
the Labour party. If the Premier of the
day or the Governor in Council is not pre-
pared to obey their dictates, then pressure
will be brought to bear. This morning, for
instance, the 44-Hour Week Bill was brought
in. :

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
hon.
must deal with the amendment.

Mr. ROBERTS: Those are rcasons why
this provision should be included in the Bill.
It is not sufficient that a man who has come
along locking for work, and who only stays
in the district for a month or two, should
have the right to say what the indebtedness
of the mumCIpahty 1% going to be, I think
that the amendment, which provides for an
owner or occupier of the property having a
vote, should be accepted.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I support
the amendment of the leader of the Oppo-
sition. My view of the matter is that at
present those whose properties are practi-
«cally mortgaged to the local authorities for
loans which may be incurred have no voice
in saying what work shall be proceeded with.
We may “have an example of a local authority
in its dying days wanting to go in for some
scheme ~of building construction or some-
thing else under the Bill, and it may want
to spend anything up to £500,000.  The

people who have to put their properties in
pawn practically have no voice in the matter.
Then again, when we say we want to gl\e
the people an oppmtumty of saying * Yea”
or “Nay’ to a proposition, there may be
outside 1nfluences which want to show their
strength. The political organisation of the
palty in power at the time may come along
and say, ‘“ You must carry out our policy.”
We do not want that positon. to arise, and
the amendment is only a fair plopo-al I
venture o say that the Minister would fight
very hard indeed for his property to see that
2 fair and decent thing was done. My
contention is that it is not a fair proposal
to ask people who have great interests to
let other people decide what shall be done
in the way of loans and loan rating, and,
after all, the rating is on the unimproved
value of the property, and the security is the
property which has been placed in the cus-
tody of the local authority for that purpose.
Should the owners of that property not have
some say in deciding whether a loan is
necessary or not? Surely the HHome Secre-
tary will see the justice of the request.

I must ask the

The Hoxr SecreTsrRY: The Commissioner
of Public Health has power to require a
local authority to do work.

Mr., MAXWELL: We know very well
+that the Commissioner has full power in that
respect. The Health Act had to be amended
in connection with a certain health matter
at Ithaca; necvertheless it is only a fair
thing to give the ratepavers an opportunity
of saying whether a number of aldermen or
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councillors shall go in for a lot of
schemes such as have been undertaken by
the Government. I ask the Minister to
consider the amendment favourably. During
the debate we have heard a lot about the
advice which has beern tendered by local
authorities and the desirableness of paying
attention to it. Here we have the pleavdent
of the Local Authorities’ Association, who is
the leader of the Opposition, and the sccre-
tary of the association, who is the deputy
leader of the Opposition, speaking with no
uncertain voice. Suvely then, in the face
of the statement which he has alreadr made
on the floor of this Chamber, the Minister is
not going to remain silent and pay no atten-
tion to their opinions? Have we not some
rights? Have not the people whom we repre-
scnt some rights? The hon. gentleman
krows that we represent a majority of the
people, and I say that undoubtedly the
amendment is justified.

Mr. WRIGHT :

Mr. MAXWELL: In the opinion of the
Lon. member it may not be, but he has had
no experience, What is the good of an
amateur coming here and attempting to
dictate to those who have had experience ?

Mr. WrieHT: I have had experience.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member would
sct his opinion against that of experienced
men who have done the pioneering work in
local government, and who say thai. unless
this amendment is accepted, the Bill will
not make for the advancement of the city.

It is not a good amendment.

Question—That the proposed new clause

(Mr. Moore’s amendinent) be inserted—put;
and the Committee divided:—
Avxs, 22,
Mr. Apnel Mr. Logan
,» Bell . Maxwell
., Clayton ,, Moore
,, Corser ,, Morgan
,» Costello . Nott
,, Deacon ,» Roberts
,» Edwards ,, Sizer
,, Fry . Swayne
. XKelso ,, Taylor
,, Xerr ,, Vvowles
,, King ,s Warren
Tellers : Mr. Costello and Mr. Logan.
Noks, 32,
Mr. Barher Mr. Hynes
,, Bedford ,, Jones
,, Bertram ,, XKirwan
., Bulcock ,» Larcombe
.. Carter ,, Lloyd
,, Collins ,» MeCormack
,, Cooper, F. A. ,, McLachlan
., Cooper, W. .y Mullan
,» Dash ,, Payne
,, Dunstan ,» Riordan
., Farrell ,, Ryan
., Foley 5 Smith
,, Gillies ., Stopford
. Gledson ., Theodore
W Ianson ,, Winstanley
,, Hartley ,, Wright
Tellers : Mr. Hurtley and Mr. Lioyd.
Pavgs,
AVFES, Nous.
3Mr. Barnes, G. P, Ar. Bruce
,, DPetrie ., Wilson
Peterson ,, Pease

Resolved in the negative.
Clause 42— Overdraft "—agreed to.

Mr. Maxwell.)
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Clause 43— Rating powers 7—

Mr. KELSO (Yundel): I beg to move the
following amendment:—

‘ After line 8, page 20,
following new paragraph:—
‘An ordinance shall be made pre-
seribing that special rates shall be
levied upon the ratepayers in each of
the areas which will, on the first day
of October, 1925, be comprised within
the city, of such amounts, respectively,
as will provide for the payment of
interest on and the redemption in ten
vears of the indebtedness on account
of loans existing in respect of such
areas, respectively, on the first day of
October, 1925, 7 i

[3 p.m.}

The CIIAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member’s amendment is not in order, as the
principle which he seeks to have admitted
has already been negatived by the rejection
of an amendment moved by the leader of
the Opposition on clause 32.

Clause 43 agreed to.

Clauses 44, 45, and 46 agreed to.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Merthyry: I beg to
move the insertion of the following clause,
to follow clause 46:—

insert the

‘“ CONTROL OF 'T'RAFFIC.

“On and after a date to be fixed by
the Governor in Council, by Order in
Council, the council shall have and be
charged with the control, management,
and direction of traffic within the city,
and thereupon the following provisions
shall be applicable :—

‘(1) Without limiting its general
power to make ordinances under this
Act, the council is expressly empowered
to make all such ordinances under this
Act as it deems proper relating to traffic
within the city.

“On and after the date on which the
council has made any such ordinances,
none of the provisions of the Traffic
Aects, 1905 to 1916, or any regulations
made thereunder, shall extend to or
have any force within the city.

“ Until the counecil has made any such
ordinances, the city shall be deemed to
be a district within the meaning of the
sald Acts, and the council shall admin-
ister the said Acts and all regulations
made thereurder and in force for the
time being.

“(2.) The Minister charged with the
administration of the Traffic Acts. 1905
to 1916, and the Commissioner of Police
and members of the police force shall
cease to be charged with the administra-
tion of the said Acts and regulations so
far as the same relate to the city.

“(3.) Nothing in this section or the
said Order in Couneil contained shall be
construed to prejudice or affect the
powers, anthority. and jurisdiction of
the Main Roads Board under the Main
Roads Aet of 1920 and its several
amendments, and for the purposes of the
administration of those Acts the council
shall be deemed to be a local authority.”

When T spoke on the sccond reading of
the Bill. T urged the need for the Greater
City Courcil to have control of traffic.
Noticing that the word ““traffic’’ occurred

[Mr. Kelso.
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under the heading of the general powers of
the Greater ity Council, I was of the
opinion, i the first instance, that that
council would have control of traffic, but on
inquiry I found that to get that control it
would he mnecessury to repeal the Traffic
Acts, 1605 to 1910.

Mr. Kixg: Have we not power under this
Bill to control it?

Mr. McLACHLAN: No. I am advised
by the Home Seccretary’s Department, who:
have consulted the Parliamentary Drafts-
man, that we have not that power. That is
why I bring forward this amendment, so-
that the Greater City Council may have
power to conjrol traffic. The need for the
Greater City Council to have control of
rraffic within the city boundaries is apparent

to cvervbody. There was a time when
traffic of Brisbane was -under what was:
called a * Transit Commission,” but the

powers of that body were not sufficient to
enable them to do everything necessary for
the control of trafficc. When the Greater
{ity Council control our traffic, they must
have the same full powers which the police
have at present.

Mr, MOORE (Aubigny): I would like to-
ask vou. Mr. Pollock, whether this amend-
ment will not increase the charge on the
consolidated revenue. The amendment pro-
poses le take the control of traffic out Qf the
hands of the police, and in my opinion it
will add to the expenditure that was con-
templated when the Bill was introduced.

The CHAIRMAN: I am of opinion that
the amendment will not increase the charge
on the cousolidated revenue.

Mr. KELSQ (Yundah): The hon. member
for Merth¥r says there is no express power
in the Bill to control the traffic.

Mr. McLacurax: I was advised to that
effect.

Mr. KELSO: Well, clause 35, subclause
(3) reads—

“Without limiting the generality of
its powers. the council shall have and
possess express powers in relation to the
following matters . . and gener-
ally all works, matters, and things in its
opinion necessary or conducive to the
good government of the city and the
well-being of its inhabitants,”

It seems to me that under that the council
will have power to undertake anything it
likes.

Mr. McLacurax: I thought the power was
there, but I am advised by the Parliamentary
Draftsman that it is not.

The Hovre SecrReTARY : The Parliamentary
Draftsman advises me that it would have
to be done by ordinance, and the council
cannot make an ordinance which conflicts
with a State Act of Parliament. That is
why it is necessary to make the provision
here.

Mr. KELSO: It opens up a big subject.
Some other State Acts might be found to be
conflicting, and it means that from time to
time an alteration in this Act will be
necessary.

The HoME SECRETARY : Every other power
is there.

Mr., KELSO: It is to be hoped that the
Minister is right and that all other matters
are catered for, but it seems to me that
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from time to time the Act will have to be
altered so that it will not conflict with exist-
ing Acts of Parliament. If this amendment
is passed. it will neutralise the effect of the
State Act so far as traffic is concerned and
give to the Greater City of Brisbane power
to control the traffic within its area.

The Houk SgcreTary: That is right.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): In
reply to the leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Pollock, you said that this amendment would
not increase the charge on the consolidated
revenue. 1 am not going to discuss that
aspect of the case, but it does appeal to me
that under present conditions the object is
to get the trafiic right throughout the State
under the control of the police. At the present
time the police collect certain registration
fees and so on, and I can see that the control
of trafic in Brisbane has been a profitable
concern to the State. I do not know whether,
if this amendment is passed, the police will
still continue to collect these registration
fees or not. I have a very high opinion of
the police with regard to the control of
traffic, but T do not know what are the ideas
of the member for Merthyr in this regard.
I have seen the police in this State and I
have seen them in the other States, and I
have a very high opinion of the police of
this State, I do not know whether, if this
amendment iz agreed to, the Greater City
Council will make some arrangements with
the police to control the traffic and pay them
a certain fee, or whether they will appoint
their own officers. If we are going to take
away the control of the traffic from the
police, we are not acting wisely or in the
interests of the general community.

Mr. TAYLOR (Wirdsor): I do not see the
need for the amendment. Clause 35, sub-
clause (3) states—

“ Without limiting the generality of
its powers, the council shall have and
possess express powers in relation to the
following matters :—The provision, con-
struction, mainienance, management, con-
trol, and regulation of the use of roads,
bridges, tunnels, ferries, subways,
viaducts, culverts, and other means of
public communication.”

Then, later on, it goes further and says
the council shall also have power to control
permanently or temporarily—

‘“ Markets; baths and bathing places;
tramways, motor omnibuses, omnibuses,
arnd other means of public transporte-
tion: traffic.”

The HoyE SECRETARY : And tramways and
sewerage.

Mr, TAYLOR: I do not see any rcason
for the amendment being brought in,
because subclause (5) of the same clause
says—
*The council may do any acts not

otherwise unlawful which may be neces-
sary to the proper exercise and perform-
ance of its powers and duties under
this Act or under any other Act con-
ferring powers or imposing duties on the
couneil.”

The Houe SEcRETARY : I asked the Parlia-
mentary  Draftsman if it would not be
necessarvy to put in a specific statement that
the ordinance should not be subject to an
Act of Parliament, and he said it was not
NECESSATyY.

[15 OcToBER.]
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Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think any of us
have any complaints to make about the
vay our traffic is controlled.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Hear, hear!

_ Mr. TAYLOR: If wou ame going to
improve the svstem of regulating the traffic
as it 1s carried on at the present time, there
may be some reason for the amendment,
otherwise I do not see any reason for it

The Hour SecRETARY: One of the biggess
problems we have to face to-day is the
parking of motor-cars.

_ Mr. TAYLOR : There is provision already
in the Bill to do that.
New clause (Mr. McLachlan) agreed to.

Clause 47--* F'ire Brigades ’—

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I desire to
move the following amendments in subclause
“On line 47, page 22, omit the word—
CIfr
and after the word ¢ Council, insert the
word—
‘shall”
In the same line omit the words—
¢ determines to.
“On line 50, page 22, after the word
¢ Council.’” omit the word—
¢ then,’
and insert the word—
‘and.’
“QOn line 51, page 22, after the word
‘ordinance,” omit the word—
‘may.
and insert the word—
¢ shall’
“On line 55. page 22, after the word
¢ Companies,” insert the words—
¢ The number of associated members
allowed under anv such ordinance to
represent the aforesaid insurance com-
panies shall not be less than three-
sevenths of the total number of mem-
bers of such standing committee, in-
cluding such associated membhers.” ”’

The clause will then read—

““The council shatl by ordinance dele-
gate the administration of the said Acts
and by-laws or of any ordinance made
in respect to the like matters, to a
standing committee of the council, and
such ordinance shall provide for the
election by insurance companies liable
to contribute towards the expenses of
the council under this Act of the member
or members to act as associated members
of such standing committee and repre-
sent such nsurance companies. The
number of associated members allowed
under any such ordinance to represent
the aforesaid insurance compaonies shall
not be less than three-sevenths of the
total number of members of such standing
committee, including such associated
members.”’

I take it that hon. members on the other
side must realise that that is a fair propo-
sition. 'The insurance companies are taxed,
but tha Bill merely savs that they may be
represented on the standing committee deal-
ing with fire brigades. It is not mandatory.’
It is possible that the insurance companies
may be called npon to bear three-sevenths of
the cost of the fire brigades without any
representation. Under the Fire Brigades Act

Mr. Mazwell.]
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of 1920 the Treasurer and the insurance
companies contribute, together with the local
authorities, to the upkeep of the brigades,
and they all have representations on the
boards. That is reasonable, but this Bill
leaves it to the council to say whether the
fire insurance companies shall be represented
or not. They might find it convenient to
tax the companies without giving them any
representation. That would be a huge injus-
tice. If it is not the intention of the new
council to levy upon the insurance companies,
then there is no need for the amendment;
but at the same time there is a possibility
that they will be called upon to contribute
as much as threesevenths of the money
required for the maintenance of the brigades,
and for that reason I ask that the clause be
amended in the way I suggest.

The HoME SEcrRETaARY: I will accept the
hon. member’s amendments.

Amendments (Mr. Maxwell) agreed to.
Clausc 47, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 48 and 49 agreed to.

Clause 50—*‘ Brisbane Tramway Trust”—

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): I want to voice my
objection to the tramways not being taken
over immediately, as extensions are required
in my electorate. It is well known that
tramway construction has been neglected in
the electoratz of Kurilpa. Not only does
that apply to my clectorate, but it applies
also to the electorate of Nundah and other
electorates round about Brisbane. The ser-
vices in the Kurilpa clectorate are not as
they should be. The length of tramway in
the electorate is very short, and the people
there pay more comparatively than anybody
else. The terminus of the line is in Hard-
grave road, where the trams stop for a
long time. The population has increased to
such an extent round the river bend as to
warrant the extension of the line to Gray
rcad, Hill End, and a bridge should be
constructed to take the line across the river
to St. Lucia. The section cars at present
run as far as Vulture street, where they
. remain sometimes for five, seven, and ten
minutes. In the time they remain there
they could easily run along Boundary street
to Paradise street, if the line was extended
in that direction, where they would be of
great service {o a considerable number of
people. Between Vulture street and Dornoch
terrace there is a steep hill in Boundary
street. During the hot weather it is bad
enough for young people to have to climb
the hill, but it has a very serious effect on
old pecple. The tramways should be made
as serviceable as possible.

Then a direct link from West End to
Woolloongabba should be constructed. Any-
one who wants to go fromm West End to
Woolloongabba must proceed from West End
to Victoria Bridge, and possibly over to
town and catch a car going to Woolloon-
gabba. Tbat means a needless waste of time
and money, which could be obviated by a
little attention.

There is also the question of the construe-
tion of a tramline in Montague road to be
considered. 'The objections that could be
advanced against the running of heavy trains
along Montague road cannot be advanced
against the running of trams for the purpose
of carrying merchandise to and from the
industries which are springing up in that
thoroughfare. In Sydney the tramways

[Mr. Mazwell,
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haul a lot of merchandise during the night
time.

We heard a geod deal about the con-
struction of a branch railway line to Mon-
tague road, and its construction was
virtually promised by the Government at
the last election, but in the end they said
they had not the money to construct it. By
handing over the tramways to the city
courcil, and allowing those who have a
greater interest in the various districts to
control them. better results might be
secured. 1f the district has direct represen-
tation on the city council, especially if the
representative be a Nationalist, it will be
better served than if vopresented by a
person who has to obey the dictates of some-
one else. I am voicing the needs of my elec-
torate, and I wish to make this emphatic
protest agsinst the non-completion of the
framway extensions I have mentioned.

Clause 50 agreed to.

Clause 51— Provision for Enlargsment of
the City’—

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount 3Morgan): I beg to move
the following amendment:—

“On line 4, page 27, after the word—
‘case,’
insert the word—
‘and.””’

Amendment (Mr. Stopford) agreed to.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

(lauses 52 and 53, and Schedules I. and
I1., agreed to.

The House resumed.

The CHATRMAN
amendments.

The third reading of the Bill was made
ar Order of the Day for Friday next.

reported the Bill with

[3.30 p.m.]

COTTON INDUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregovy, in the chair

Clause 1-—° Short title and constructic: of
Act’—agreed to.

Clause 22— Amendments to Principal
Act 7—

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I beg to move
the following amendment:—
“On line 5, page 2, after the word—
‘cotton,’
insert the words—

¢ Provided that ratoon cotton shall
not be acquired unless and until at a
poll of the cotton-growers held as pre-
seribed, a majority of such growers have
voted 1n favour of such acquisition of
ratoon cotton.” ”

The idea of the amendment is to provide
that ratoon shall not be included in the Bill,
and therefore shall not come under the pro-
visions and the operations of the British-
Australian Cotton  Association, Limited.
At the preseni time the agreement really
applies to cotton that is seed cotton, gnd
there has been no provision for ratoon cotton
because the Government had previously pro-
hibited its growth. This amendment is of
interest to the growers, not only as to the
value cf the lint, but more particularly in
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the matter of the value of the seed. If
ratoon cotton is excluded from this clause,
the acquisition of ratoon cotton will not
come about, and the growers will have an
opportunity, by their own votes, of saying
whether or not they shall du‘ectly handle
it. The amendment has a direct bearing,
inasmuch as cotton seed is a very valuable
commodity. The agreement provided that
the British-Australian Cotton Association
should pay only £1 per ton for cotton seed
last year, and £1 10s. per ton this year.
That cotton seed is worth £4 or £5 per ton
to the farmers. If ratoon cotton is mnot
included in the agreement, the growers will
have an opportunity of managing and con-
trolling the ginning and mmketmg of ratoon
cotton.

Mr. Hirmey: Would not that mean that
ther would have to crect new ginneries?

Mr. CORSER: Not necessarily. Several
ginneries were idle last vear, and it is quite
possible that the ratoon farmers could
acquire the use of one of those ginneries for
the year—of course, with the consent of the
Minister and the British-Australian Cotion
Association  They could arrange to pay a
rental for the ginnery. Of course, that would
be subject to the approval of the Minister
and the consent of the British-Australian
Cotton Association. If the Minister is not
the dictator in this matter, who is? The
hon. gentleman has taken a wrong attitude.
If he is not going to deal with the matter,
as we hope he will, from a common sense
and dispassionate point of view, it will
certainly mean that somebody will say
things that will not be in the best interests
of the grower. It will be agreed that we
are at some little disadvantage in discussing
this amendment at the present moment,
because  Senator Massy  Greene, Mr.
Maceoregor, and others just at present are
putting forward certain propositions as a
basis for negotiations with the cotton-
growers, and that might alter the tone of
our argument. We can only view the agree-
ment as it is to-day, and not what it might
be after the farmers have met and after a
certain vote has been taken. The Bill
makes 1t possible for the cotton-erower to
grow rafoon cotton, and we can only assume
that this ratoon cofton is going to be
included in the agreement and ginned by
the wvowers that support the growing of
scedling cotton. My amendment nrovides
that this ratoon cotton shall not be included
with the seedling cotton, and that the
farseers sholl have an onnortunity of taking
»  veta—which j= wrovided for—to decide
whether they shall control it or not.

Alr. Hawtiry: Would not vour amend-
ment affeet the necotintions that are going
on at the present time?

Mr. CORSER: No, because. if the nego-
tiations arc snceessful at all, thev are going
to be succeesful through the fact that the
grower will have control, and we are asking
that the rrower shall have control of ratoon
cotton. The Minister, the Government, and
the British-Australian Cotton Association—
all of whom will have some say in the
handling of this class of cotton—have claimed
that it iz not a marketeble commodity; they
have claimed that it is not legal tender;
that it is not a good asset to the State; and
they have banned it right along. Why
should those of us who have convinced the
Government of the necessity to amend the
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law—though they have not amended their
consciences in the matter—give to the enemy
of ratoon cotton the right to handle that pro-
duct when, to prove that they were right,
they must prove that ratoon cotton is not
a valuable commodity? The grower is the
man concernied. He has claimed that 1t is a
valuable commodity, and he has proved that
it is a valuable commodity, and surely it
would be better to give him the handling
of that commodity. The amendment does
nhot say we are going to give it to him. It
merely asks that the growers be given an
opportunity to take a vote on the matter,
which is a very reasonable request.

Mr. CLAYTON (iWide Bay): 1 do not
think that any Government claiming to be
democratic can object to the amendment.
I hope that, if the Minister has a democratic
feeling towards the cotton industry, he will
agree to a poll being taken and a majority
of the growers bemg allowed to decide this
ratoon queqtlon Last session a great deal
of time was taken up in discussing this all-
important question, and recently it has been
proved that ratoon cotton is of commercial
value; but, instead of taking the onus upon
ourselves, we want to do the democratic
thing and give the growers an opportunity
to express their opmlon as to the wisdom
or otherwise of growing ratoon cotton. I do
not think you can go past the _experience
of the practical cotton-growers in Queens-
land. They have proved by practical experi-
ence that ratoon cotton is of commercial
value.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon, mem-
ber will not be in order in dealing with the
growth of ratoon cotton. The punmple of
the acquisition of ratoon cotton is the ques-
tion involved in the amendment.

Mr. CLAYTON: Qur climatic conditions
have proved that it is mecessary that an
amendment such as this should be intro-
duced. Do you rule, Mr. Pollock, that I
cannot discuss ratoon cotton under this
amendment, which reads—

“ Provided that ratoon cotton shall not
be acquired unless and until at a poll of
the cotton-growers held as presecribed, a
majority of such growers have voted im

favour of such acquisition of ratoon
cotton ?”
The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member

had listened, he would know that I said he
would not be in order in dealing with any-
thing other than the question of the acquisi-
tion of ratoon cotton on the amendment.

Mr. CLAYTON: We have proved that
the acquisition of ratoon cotton has been &
move in the right direction, and that ratoon
cotton is of commercial value. The bene-
fits to be obtained from the acquisition of
ratcon cotton have been proved through the
organisation of the Cotton Growers’ Union
in Central Queensland. I think that the
Minister in introducing the Bill, and the
hon. member for Burnett in moving his
amendment, have indicated that the acqui-
sition of ratoon cotton is desirable. I have
pleasure in supporting the amendment.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): Secing what has
happened during the past twelve months
through the agitation which has been brought
about in connection with the growing of
ratoon cotton, it is not right that the acqui-
sition of ratoon cotton should be undertaken
by the Governmeni. The ratoonists all

Mr. Morgan.]
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through fought what may be called a lone
hand. They have had to fight the pre-
judice which has been raised by the spinners
in the old country. They have also had to
recognise the fact that in certain parts of
the world ratoon cotton has not been looked
upon as a marketable commodity, and was
not likely to bring a favourable price.
Hitherto those who grew ratoon cotton were
breaking the law. The Government have
now thought fit to bring in a Bill for the
purpose of making the growing of ratoon
cotton lawful. They are also bringing in
an amending measure for the purpose 5f
acquiring the ratoon cotton which up to
the present has not been looked upon as
something which could be lawfully grown
or sold. Now that the Minister has decided
that ratoon cotton can be grown under cer-
tain conditions, I think the ratoonists should
have an opportunity of being able to record
a vote, if they so desire, as to whether the
Government shall acquire ratoon cotton or
not. It seems only a fair and democratic
proposition.

T hope that the Minister will agree to the
amendment which has been moved by the
hon. member for Burnett, and before the
British-Australian Cotton  Association is
allowed to gin the cotton give the growers
an opportunity of voting on the question of
whether the cotton should be acquired, or of
deciding whether they can do better in some
other way. We have had twelve months’
experieince of what may be done and of the
working of the agreement with the British-
Australian Cotton Association, and there is
a great diversity of opinion amongst the
cotton-growers as to whether we have
adopted the proper course by entering into
the agreement with regard to plant cotton.
After the experience we have had in the
case of plant cotion, the growers should be
in a position to say whether it is right to
allow the British-Australian Cotton Associa-
tion to gin ratoon cotton. It might be much
better for the growers of ratcon cotton to
strike out on their own without any control
by the association or the Government. It
might be better for them to gin it and
market it, and show in that way that it is
possible to grow ratoon cotton profitably.
If that can be done by the growers of ratoon
cotton, it will be a good thing for all the
cotton-growers of Queensland. I trust that
the Minister will give these men an oppor-
tunity of controlling their own industry, as
it were, without any interference by the
British-Australian Cotton Association, and,
if they wish, show that they are capable of
having it dealt with in such a way that it
will be equal to if not superior to plant
cotton. The Bill does not say what advance
can be made on ratoon cotton.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
not making any advance at all.

Mr, MORGAN : Tt is left entirely in the
hands of the Minister, and, if this amend-
ment is carried, it will allow the growers of
ratoon cotton, with the knowledge that no
advance is guaranteed, to vote for the acqui-
sition of their cotfon by the Government and
its ginning by the British-Australian Cotton
Association or to vote in favour of another
plan. If they desire to gin their own cotton
and market it, it is only a fair thing that
they should be allowed to do so, more especi-
ally when it is doing no injury or damage to
the rest of the community. The Government
would be quite justified in taking over

[Mr. Morgan.
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ratoon cotton if the growers agreed. by a poll,
but it must be recognised that the Govern-
ment would not be doing the right thing if
the growers themselves desired to gin and
market their own cotton. That is a very
important question. An agreement has been
entered into by the Government with respect
to cotton seed, and the agreement has been
in operation for some time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MORGAXN: If the amendment is
carried, then the ratoon cotton-growers will
be able to use the seed that they obtain
from ratoon cotton if they so desire. The
people are beginning to recognise the value
of cotton seed as fodder for dairy stock.

Myr. Corrins: Has the
fed his cattle on it?

Mr. MORGAN : Yes; cattle will do excep-
tionally well on it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman is not dealing with the amend-
ment.

Mr. MORGAN: I want to show that if
the amendment is carried, the ratoonist will
be able to handle the seed as he desires, and
if it is not carried, the seed from the ratoon
cotton will go into the possession of the
British-Australian Cotton Association. Thas
is a very important factor, and one which
has actuated the hon member for Burnett
in moving the amendment.

Mr. Brrcock: What process would the
seed have to go through when being used
for fodder?

Mr. MORGAN : I have fed stud cattie on
the seed, and it is not necessary to put it
through any process whatever. At first I
boiled it, and then I found that there was
no necessity to boil it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
small quantity would be
purpose.

Mr. MORGAN : The fattening quality of
cotton seed is superior to that of maize.
It is no good for pigs or horses, but it can
be given without treatment to animals that
chew the cud.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 shall ask
the hon. gentleman to resume his seat if he
does not deal with the amendment.

Mr. MORGAN : One reason for the amend-
ment is the fact that the crower of ratoon
cotton will be able to use his seed as he
desires, and that is why I arguc that the
grower should be allowed to take a poll.
One of the reasons why the growers would
vote against handing over ratoon cotfon 18
the ‘fact that the seed iz a valuable
commodity.

Mr. FarrerL: Yet the growers are asking
for an advance against thelr ratcon cotton.

Mr. MORGAN: T suppose some of them
have asked for an advanece aczainst the ratoon
coiton that was grown illegally. If the
ratoon cotton-growers decide to vete against
the  CGovernment aequiring the ratoon
cotton. they do it with the full knowledge
that they can obtain no advance from the
Government. No Governmant wonld allow
them an advance if they could not handle
the commodity. 1 certainly think that no
barm can be done by allowing the cotton-
growers to control their own industry, and
this is a step in that direction. If the

hon. gentieman
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smendment is carried, the ratoon cotton-
growers can uiilise their own cotton seed
and market their own ratoon cotton as they
desire, and will have the right to handle
their commedity in the same way as they
handle all other products of their farms.
T hope the Minister will accept the
amendment.

Mr. HARTLLY (Fitzroy):
amendment will not be accepted. I cannot
«understand hon. members opposite, who
cught to be in touch with the position.
moving and supporting the amendment at
this stage.

Mr. EDwarDS: Why not ler the farmers
«control their own commodity ?

Mr. HARTLEY: They
under certain conditions.

Mr. Cravrox: DPrice-fixing conditions.

Mr. HARTLEY: If I understand the
position rightly, the growers are a bit afraid
now that ther have too much control of their
own commodity. That doubt has arisen in

I hope the

can control it

their minds since the Government have
stepped aside.
Mr. Corsir: The Government have not

stepped aside.

Mr. Cravron: The Government have side-
stepped the guestion.

Mr. HARTLEY: The Government in
introducing this amending Bill are stepping
aside and giving permission to growers to
grow ratoon cotton under certain conditions.
This amendment would have three bad effects
if it was inserted. Firstly, it would prevent
the Government from making any guarantee.

Mr. Corser: They are not making a
guarantee.

Mr. HARTLEY : It would prevent them
from doing so.

Mr. Cogrsrr: The Government say they
will not give a guarantee. The Minister will
+ell you that.

Mr. HARTLEY: The Government have
been asked by the growers to give a guaran-
wee.

Mr. Corser: The Minister will tell vou
that there is no guarantee for ratoon cotton.
The Government refused to give a guarantee.

Mr. HARTLEY: The growers of ratoon
asked for a guaranteed price. It does not
matter whether they have been refused on
‘the first time of their asking. The amend-
ment, secondly, would throw upon the ratoon
growers the responsibility of ginning,
marketing, and selling their cotton before
getting any return at all. It would prevent

the Minisier giving them an advance
price. They would be left at the
merey of the banks to finance their
crops. If the amendment is not carried

the Minister will have power to make an
advance on the ratoon crop. As the position
stands at present, ratoon cotton 1s part
of the product which will be handled by the
Pritish-Australian Cotton Association. The
+third reason why the amendment should not
be accepted is because the grower of ratoon
«cotton would have no possibility of getting
his crop ginned until he built or obtained
permission to build a cotton gin, or waited
until after the annual cotton season had
finished and made terms with the British-
Australian Cotton Association to gin his crop.
‘That is an undesirable position, and is not
cne that the majority of ratoon cotton
growers want to take up.

[15 OcToBER.]
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Mr, EpwarDS : Why not give them a vote
on the question?

Mr. HARTLEY : I am satisfied that they
do not want to vote on it.

Mr. Corsir: They do.

Mr. HARTLEY: I have been in touch
with a good few cotton-growers in the Central
District. which is one of the largest cotton-
growing districts in Queensland, and I know
that, since the growers have got permission
to grow ratoon cotton, they are fairly content.
I do not say they have got all they want.
This is one of those things where the growers

did not quite see where they were
[4 p.m.] going. They first asked to be
allowed to grow ratoon cotton,
and now they ask to have the right to market
their own cotton. We must consider what
effect this amendment would have on the
present arrangement between the cotton-
growers and the British Australian Cotton
Association.  Negotiations are at present
going on for the taking over by the cotton-
growers of the whole of the plant and the
assets of the British-Australian Cotton Asso-
ciation, Limited. That is on the under-
standing that things remain as they are, and
not as they would be if this big section of
the crop were withdrawn from the operations
of the association. Such a step would imme-
diately affect the whole position, and the
negotiations would have to be gone over
again. Even as things are it is going to be
a very difficult thing for the two parties to
come together.

Mr. FarmerL: Particularly in view of the

§ per cent. interest.

Mr. HARTLEY : Yes, particularly when
they are asked to pay 8 per cent. on their
purchase debentures.

Mr. Comser: They have not decided to
pay it yet.

Mr. HARTLEY: No, and, if the hon.
member’s amendment is accepted, it will
complicate the position and prevent any
decision being arrived at. I am afraid of
the position even as it is at present. I am
afraid the growers have become a little
frightened.

Mr. EpwarDps: My word, they have!

Mr. HARTLEY : Yes, and hon. members
opposite are responsible for that. After
1926 the Government will not extend the
cotton agreement. That will cause the
growers cither to make their own negotia-
tions with the British-Australian Cotton
Association to gin their crop, leaving them
at the mercy of the association to dictate
any terms they like or having to face
the alternative of taking over the whole of
the plant of the association. I am very
much afraid they will be forced into taking
over these assets without giving due regard
to writing them down to set off the over-
capitalisation of the association and the
extravagant management of the ginneries.
That is one of the effects this amendment
would have on the present position, and I
think the hon. member for Burnett would
be wise to withdraw the amendment. I
cannot see that the hon. member is going to
help the grower of ratoon cotton in any way.
With the amending Bill as it stands the
grower will have the right to go to the
Minister and ask for an advance against his
crop to carry him over the period while his
crop is being ginned and marketed. The
ginning and marketing of the crop will be

Mr. Hartley.]
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carried out by the British-Australian Cotton
Association, Limited. I take it that that will
be the case, as all cotton in Queensland will
come under the scope of the agreement until
1926. To take this specific class of cotton
from the scope of the treatment of the
association and the Minister will leave the
grower of ratoon cotton right up in the air,
both as regards the advance over his cotton
and the facilities available for ginning his
crop. I hope the amendment will be defeated.

Mr., SWAYNE (Mirand): I am surprised
at the opposition to this amendment. I was
hoping to see the Minister get up and accept
it. Until this amending Bill was launched
ratoon cotton was banned, and now this Bill
makes ratoon cotton one of the cottons to
be taken over by the British-Australian
Cotton Association, Limited. The object of
the amendment is to make it optional for the
farmer ecither to handle his own cotton or to
hand it over to the association. When all
the circumstances are taken into considera-
tion it is quite possible that the growers may
prefer to handle the ratoon cotton them-
selves.

There has been a very pronounced
opmion expressed by the British-Australian
Cotton Association against ratoon cotton,
and, although there is now a probability of
their taking over the control of ratoon
cctton, at the same time there is room for
apprehension that their treatment of that
cotton may not be altogether sympathetic.
It is only natural that the growers should
have that feeling, and all the amendment
propose: to do is to leave it at the option
of the growers as to whether ratoon cotton
shall be taken over by the British-Aus-
tralian Cotton Association or whether they
will control it themselves. I note that the
Co'mmonwealt,h Government have appro-
priated certain moneys for the encourage-
ment of exports, and they are prepared to
make an advance of 80 per cent. of the value
of some primary products exported from
Australia. In view of that assistance, the
cotton-growers might say, “ We will export
our ratoon cotton ourselves. We will take
advantage of the advance that can be
obtained from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on exports, and under the circum-
stances 1t is to our interests that we should
contro] the ratoon cotton ourselves.” What
objection can the Minister have to that?
It is in keeping with what has been urged
throuchout the farming districts for some
considerable time-—that the producers in
any particular industry should have con-
trol of their own product. The amend-
ment simnly leaves it to the growers
to say whether they want the ratoon
cotton to be dealt with by the same
people  who are handling seed cotton,
or whether that ratoon cotton shall be con-
trolled bv themselvez. 1 can see no objec-
tion to that. I think it is a falr request
for the growers to make. and I am quite
sure that the growers will be in favour of a
vrovision of that kind.

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer): I am in favour
of the amendment, and I would like to see
the Minister accept it. At the present time
there is no provision in regard to the con-
trol of ratoon cotton, consequently it is
reasonable that the growers should be
allowed to control that commodity {hem-
selves.

The hon. member for Fitzroy raised cer-
tain objections to the amendment. He said

[Mr. Hartley.
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that it would prevent the Government from:
giving a guarantee. I cannot see. that it is
going to prevent the Government from giv-
ing a guarantee if they so desire. By this.
amendimeni we are asking that ratoon
cotton shall not be controlled by the British-
Australian Cotton Association until a vote-
has been taken by the growers, and they
signify their willingness to the control being
taken by the British-Australian Cotton Asso-
ciation. Personally, I would like to see the
farmers control it themseclves, because in
such an event they would be able to utilise
the seed for their own purposcs. At the
present time the British-Australian Cotton
Association are getting the profits out of
the seed which T think the farmers them-
selves should have a right to. I would like
to sce the Minister accept the amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W, N. Gillies, Facham): 1 have no
intention of aceepting the amendment. It
is well for the Committee. without going
into details, just to get a grasp of the posi-
tion. The object of the Bill is to remove
the ban on ratoon cotton and allow it to be
grown under certain conditions, this makes
it quite clear that it comes within the agree-
micnt. It will be ginned under the agree-
ment, and it will be possible also for the
Government to make reasonable advances.
to enable the farmers to market their cotton.
The clause provides for the repeal of the

words ‘‘“ seed cotton,”” and the Insertion
of the words ‘‘annual cotton’” in lieu
thereof. We make the distincticn beiween

annual and ratoon cotton quite clear. The
Bill wili enable the Government to make
an advance on ratoon cotton, but I am
doubtful whether growers of ratoon cotton
desire this amendment, because if such
an amendment were put in the Bill, it
would not be possible to make an advance
on ratoon cotton without a poll being
carried. We are told by hon. members
opposite that all growers will be growers
of not only ratoon cotton, but annual cotton,
It would further complicate the position if
we allow the growers of ratoon cotton to
have a vote as to what shall be done with
their crop, and do not give the same privi-
lege to the growers of anmual cotton. The
acceptance of the amevndment would only
complicate matters, in view of the fact that
ncgotiations are procceding at the present
time, and if these negotiations are satisfac-
torily terminated before the mnext Pezrlia-
ment, there may be no reason why the whole
cotton iegislation should mnot then be
repealed. 1 have no intention of imposing
any conditions on farmers after the Govern-
ment guarantec comes to an end which are
held to be anfair; but while the agreement
exists, we have to observe both those con-
ditions. The neople who talk about repudia-
tion are really suggesting that the agree-
ment should be repudiated.

Mr. CoOrsErR: We never suggested that.
Nobody »uggested it

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The guarantee is divided between the Com-
monwealth and State Governments, and that
should be kent in mind in dealing with this
legislation. The guarantee relates to annual
cotion, and the reputation of annual cotton
is wrapped up in ratcon cotton. In the next
piace, the agrcement between the Govern-
racnt  and the British-Australian  Cotton
Association terminates in 1926, It can be
terminated carlier than that if the farmers
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and the British-Australian Cotton Associa-
tion mutually agree upon it, for the Go-
vernment will not stand in the way. When
that takes place the legislationn can be
rcpealed, and the farmers can grow cotton
in their own way. Bubt while those two
things remain in existence, I cannot accept
the amendment, which would only compli-
cate the position so far as the agreement is
concerned.

My, NOTT (Stanley): After hqtenmg to
t¢he Minister’s explanation, I cannot see that
the acceptance of the amendment iz going
to have the effect that he claims for ir. It
is interesting to note that he has stated
ithat he thought a mistake had been made
i the original measure in the description of

sced cottor. Instead of the words **seed
cotton”’  the description is now to be
“annual cotton.” It seems jstrange flg’ht

ihroughout the piece the word “ ratoon’ has
been introduced into the cotton business at
ail. It has complicated things to a con-
siderable extent, and it was very doubtful
throughout Queensland until quite recentlvy
whether the word was used at all in regard
to cotton.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTTRE: It Is
quite a proper word. It is defined in
Web%tm dictionary.

Mr. NOTT': The definition of ‘ annual
cotton > in the Bill is not altogether satis-
factory—

¢ Cotton obtained from the first growth
of the cotton plant after planting; the
term does not include ratoon cotton or
tree cotton or any perennial cotton.”

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not dealing with the amendment, which pro-
poses that a poll of cotton-growers shall
determine whether ratoon cotton shall or
shall not be acquired.

Mr. NOTI‘ I am just endeavouring to get
at what is the ratoon cotton to be acquired
by the Bill, and I would like to say that
annual cotion as well as ratoon cotton is a
product of a perennial plant or tree. I
hardly follow the hon. member for Fitzroy
when he sars that the amendment would
piace the growers at the merey of the
British-Australian Cotton Association. To my
mind the object is to give to the farmers an
opportunity to get away from the associ-
tion control if they so desire, For some time
past it has been the policy of the Govern-
ment to take polls on various matters con-
nected with primary industries. We have
had polls on maize, wheat, milk, eggs, and
a number of other matters, but in this case
the Government baulk at the taking of a

poll and they refuse to give the “cotton-
gro‘,xms the right to ask for a poll.

Another reason why I would like to see
the farmers have an opportunity of taking
a poll is that a group of farmers may decide
to erect their own ginneries and market
their own lint and seed, and I take it that
at this stage of our development primary
producers should have every opportunity to
cstablish further works to treat their pro-
duct, whether they be co-operative or pro-
pnetmy works, and it should be to the
interest of the Government to foster any
such move. We hear quite a number of hon,
members opposite saying that they are out
to assist secondary industries, but it seems
to me that by refusing to accept the amend-
ment the Minister is preventing the estab-
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lishment of secondary industries in Queens-
land other than by giving a monopoly to the
British-Australian Cotton Association.

We have heard ome or two interjections
about advances on cotton and wool for
export. I am quite certain that there is
no trouble in getting advances on the wool
which is being exported from Queensland,
and there should be no difficulty in getting
advances on cotton once it is baled and ready
for export.

Mr. HARTLEY :
advance from?

Mr., NOTT: Whom do the wool people get
their advance from now?

Mr. Buncock: Wool fell 74 per cent. the
other day in Melbourne because they could
not get an advance.

Mr. NOTT: I would like to see the cotton
industry established on the same lines as
the wool industry. It is rather a pity that
there should be some differentiation between

Whom do you get the

ratoon and annual cotton. ILet it all be
classed as coiton, and let it all realise a
price based on its quality. The Minister

would be well advised to accept the amend-
ment, and 1 hope he will consider it
thoroughly before definitely declining to
accept it.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): The hon. mem-
ber for Stanley has put the case very well.
The Minister claimed that an advance had
been promised on ratoon cotion. The growers
from one of the biggest cotton-growing dis-
tricts in Quecensland—the Central Burnett—
agreed o an advance being made, but that
was part of the scheme by which the Minis-
ter was allowing them to grow ratoon cotton.
The hon. member for Fitzroy seemed to be
confused as to whether the Government were
going to make an advance or had guaranteed
a price.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
not.

Mr. CORSER : Does the Minister not wish
to make the position quite clear? It is quite
clear so far as the Opposition are concerned.
If the Minister says that he is going to
guarantec a price for ratoon cotton, I will
withdraw the amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon.
member for Fitzroy did not say what you
suggest.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for Fitz-
roy was under the impression that the
Government were guaranteeing the price.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. The
hon. gentleman knows that there is no inten-
tion to do that.

Mr., CORSER: The remarks by the hon
member for Fitzroy may convey a very sig-
nificant meaning in “ Hansard,” but the
Minister has stated deﬁnitely that the
Government have not guaranteed a price.
The growers have accepted certain conditions
so as to be able to grow ratoon cotton, but
they also desire to handle that cotton. If
the Government are not going to guarantse
a price, why do they want to draw up an
agreement which 1s distasteful to the
'meers? The Act provides that certain
cotton shall come under the agreement, and
we claim that under the agreement the
grower is not getting a fair go.

My, Corser .|

He was
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
cotton comes under the agreement.

Mr. CORBSER: Then why the necessity
for this Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
the Act.

Mr. CORSER: If all cotton is included
in the agrcement, why the necessity for this
Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
the agreement.

Mr. CORSER: Never mind about the

All

Read

Read

agreement; it deals with seed cotton. The
Minister knew what was meant by seed
cotton when he used that term. If the

principal Act applies to ratoon cotton, why
the necessity for this Bill? It provides for
the possibility of co-operatively handling at
least one-half of the cotton grown as against
proprietary control. By opposing the amend-
ment the Government are allowing all the
cotton to be handled by a proprietary com-
pany. The Minister says that we are break-
ing down the agreement. We have made
no suggestion in that direction. The agree-
nmnt is there, and we are going to honour

; but we are not going to allow the ratoon
cottou that is ncw permitted to be grown
to come under that agrcement. The amend-
ment means that the ratoon cotton to be
grown shall be handled co-operatively. The
amendment seeks to make that possible. " The
Government members who have spoken have
advocated the cotton crop being controlled
by a proprietary concern. That is the
position we are onposing. The advance that
the Minister speaks of could be arranged by
-any concern to whom the co-operative control
sell their cotton. The Minister is not making
an advance of 55d. on ratoon cotton. He
claims that its value is only 3d. or 4d. per
1b., so he might make an advance of 1d.
on. it. The Minister cannot say what that
advance is going to be.

Mr. Burcock: Can you?

Mr. CORSER: It is going to be very little
if the Government have their way. The
Minister must admit that cotton had a fair
value when he rcfused the growers permis-
sion to grow ratoon cotion.

Mr. FarreLL: You arc more concerned
about that than about actual cotton-growing.

Mr. CORSER : I am more concerned about
the cotton-grower. I said that I was vre-
pared to withdraw the amendment if the
Minister announced that he wceuld give a
guarantec of 54d. per lb. on ratoon cotton.

As a cotton-grower 1 claim that, as the
Minister is giving us nothing in the way of a
guaranteed price. he should have no control
over the crop. We disagreed with him as to
the agreement which “he made, but we
honoured it; but we do not wish any further
cotton to be included in that agreeinent.
Notwithstanding all that has been said, the
British-Australian Cotton Association are
anxious to obtain ratoon cotton, because they
could obtain the seed at £1 a ton when it
is worth £4 to £5 a ton under co-operative
control. Fon. members opposite must agree
that the farmers are getting too little for
their seed. The Government eclaim that
ratoon cotton will represent one-half of the
total erop to be harvested this season. Why
then should ratoon cotton be included in this

generous agreement with a proprictary con-
cern?

[Myr. Carser.
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Mr. RULCOCK:
of the seed?

Myr. CORSER : The Governmment.

Who determines the price

Mr. Burcock: The Auditor-General deter-
mines it.

Mr. CORSER: I wish the hon. member
would submit his value to the Auditor-
General. The Minister quoted Webster's

dictionary as his authority with regard to
the definition of ratoon cotton. Well, acord-
ing to that authority, it derives iis name
from the word ‘“ ratun,”” which is the Indian
word used to signify the growth of certain
plants from the root. Now ratoon cotton
does not grow from the root, but from the-
old stalk, The word “ ratoon’ might be
properly applied to sugar-cane or sorghum.
Mr. F. A. CoOoPER:

Mr. CORSER:: It is an Indian word which
is used to describe the second, third, and
fourth growths of cane, but it cannot be
properly applied to a second growth of cotton
any more than it can be applied to roses,
apples, peaches, or any other plants which
throw out fresh growths from the stalk and
not from the root.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
sugar-cane grow from the stalk?

Myr. CORSER: I have moved the amend-
ment ez a protest against the Government
applving a system of propriet:ry control in
preference to co-operative control to cotton.

[4.30 p.r.]
~ Question—That the words proposed to be
ngerted in clause 2 (Mr. Corser’'s amend-
ment) be so inserted—put and the Com-
mittee divided.

It is a Spanish word.
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Resolved in the negative
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Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 beg to move
the following amendment:—

“ After line 21, page 2, insert a new
paragraph reading—

‘(iv.) (a) Subsection three of section
ten of the principal Act is repealed.” ”

SBubsection (3) of section 10 of the principal
Act reads—

“ No person, unless under the autho-
rity of the Minister, shall establish a
ginning plant in any district during the
currency of any agreement made by the
Government with any association or
company for the purpose of ginning,
treatment, grading, preparation, or
manufacture of cotton.”

Though the Government have the right in
the preliminary part of this clause to acquire
cotton against cur wish, it is not essential
that they shall exercise that right. The
amendment does not say that it is essential
that a co-operative ginnery should be estab-
lizhed, but, if the growers think they can do
better, it gives them that option, provided
the Government agree. I do mnot think that
ts an unreasonable request, but it will mean
a very great deal to the growers. We can-
not anficipate any future agreement that
might he made between the growers and the
British-Australian Cotton Association. We
cannot anticipate at the present time what
the outcome of these conferences is likely
fo be. All we can do, when this amending
Bill is going through, is to do the best we
can for the grower. It is no good sayihg
that certain negotiations arc takineg place
which are going to do this or that. We can-
not anticipate any of these things. We
should make all the provision possible to
give to the farmers all the control that is
necessary for the treatment of ratoon cotton
arnd the handling of the sced of ratoon
cotton.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. XN. Gillies, Facham): I cannot
accept this amendment for the reasons that
I gave in regard to the previous amendment.
There is an agreement in existence, and,
nniess that agreement is terminated by
mutual arrangement between the growers
and the British-Australian Cotton Associa-
tion, it must stand until 1926, If the present
negotiations are successful—I sincerely hope
thev will be successful, and that the farmers
will be able to make the very best terms
possible—it may be necessary nesxt sessior to
bring in legislation to cancel the oxisting
agreement  aud  velidate the agrecment
crrived ot. That will be done if necessary.
It may be possible to carry out an agrec-
ment without any amending legislation at
all; bat at the present time, while the agree-
ment obtaing, T cannot agree to the deletion
of subsection (3) of section 10 of the prin-
cipal Act.

Mr. Corser: Secd cotton will be protected
It only refers to ratoon cotton.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
AD the cotten must be dealt with by one
authorityv. I do rot cave whether that
eutherit is the British-Australian Cotton
Association or the farmers themselves. So
lomg as the guarantee obiains we cannot
aliow cverr little seetion of the wrowers to
gin their cotton in their own way—nprobably

[15 OCTOBER.]
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destroying it in the process—by establish--
ing or erecting unsatisfactory ginning
machinery, and in that way ruining the
reputation of Australian cotton. The Federal
Government would not agree to it, and 1
certainly would not agree to it, while the
guarantee obtains. While we are allowing
growers to grow ratoon cotton, we have to.
safeguard the growers of annual cotton, and
to see that the reputation of Australiam
cotton 1s properly maintained. That can
only be done by the cotton being ginned:
and marketed by one authority. I am not
concerned with the question as to whetherr
that authority is the Dritish-Australian
Cctton Association or the farmers themselves.
1f the farmers take over the cotton and!
market it under an authorised scheme there
will be no one more pleazed than myself;
but until that time arrives the ginning and:
marketing of cotton must be controlled by
one authority. All the advice and informa-
tion I have heen able to cbtain goes to show
that the control of the industry must be-
under one authority. Cotton must be pro-
perly graded, ginned, and marketed, other-
wise our cotton industry is not worth the
paper that I hold in my hand. We are not
going to allow everyone to grow, gin, and!
market cotton in their own way. It would:
be a very bad thing for the industry. I the
[ermers want to take control of the industrv.
and under a properly-organised scheme carry-
ocut the work themselves, 1 shall be quite
agreeable; but while the guaraniee exists,
we cannot agree to the cotton crop being
dealt with piecemeal. Tt must be dealt
with as a whole, particularly so fur as
ginning, grading, and marketing are
concerned. I cannot accept the amendment.

Amendment (Mr. Corser) negatived.

Mr. CORSER (Burnelt): 1 beg to move-
the following amendment :—

“On line 36, page 2, after the word—-
¢ first,’
insert the words—
‘or second.” ”’

The growers who have resisted the Act and
endeavoured tc break down the opposition
of the Goverunment to ratoon cotton have-
ail along asked to be allowed to grow first
and second year ratoons.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: No.

Ar. CORSER: They have right along-
asked for the first and second year ratoons::

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No—-
first-year ratoons.

Mr. CORSER: The resolutions of the
Central District Council of Agricultura and’
the Coiton Growers’ Union of Queensland
show that right along the growers have
utged upon the State and Commonwealth
Governments the necessity of bLeing per-
nmitted to grow first and second year ratoons.
This amendment only goes along that line.
it proposes to permit the growing of s2cond-
vear ratoons. If, as has becn stated in
many places, a great amount of our ratoon
coiton will be killed by the cold weather in
the coastal areas and in the inland districts,
what has the Minister to fear? Where-
ratcon cotton can be grown successfully the:
first rear. therc is nothing to prove that 1t
is rot possible to grow very good cotton from
a =ccond. ratoon. The amendment asks that
first and second vear ratoens may he per-
mitted to be grown, and in the opinion of”

Mr. Corser.]
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many cotton-growers in the State, that is a
sery moderate concession to ask for.

An Orrositron MewBER : It should be five
years.

Mr. CORSER: We hear Opposition mem-
bers who know something about the growing
of ratoon cotton claiming that the aniend-
ment is tco moderate, while hon. members
on the Government side, who have had to
give way in one particular, are reluctant to
grant that which is desired by the growers
themselves. In some parts of South America
some species of cotton ars grown year in
and year out for sixteen or eighteen years.
In my own district cotton has been grown
on the same bushes for seventeen years

Mr. Notr: It has been grown up to fifty
years.

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members will agree
that I was pretty moderate when I said
sixteen years, and the hon, member for Stan-
ley can vouch for fifty years. I showed the
cotton from seventeen-year old bushes i my
district to an expert in this House not so
long ago, and he said that it was a very
fine cotton of the variety. In Peru and
other South American countries very excel-
lent cotton of the tree varlety is grown
vear in and year out on bushes which are not
even ratooned. We have to consider that
aspect of the question, although I am not
asking to include in my amendment cottons
which are generally known as tree cottons,
because they could not be dealt with as
ratoon cottons. I think the evidence which
can be gathered in this Chamber will prove
that my request is very moderate, and T
have much pleasure in moving the amend-
ment, which embodies the desire of the
advocates of ratoon cotton ever since the ban
was imposed.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango): I hope the
Minister will accept the amendment. In my
opinion it is & very reasonable amendment,
for the reason that a great deal of the
cotton coming from the plants this season
will be second year ratoon cotton, and, if
the Minister stands steadfastly by the Bill
as introduced, he will have to take immediate
steps to see that tens of thqusands of acres
of cotton are immediately cleared. I know
the hon. gentleman has no intention of
doing anything of the sort, and therefore
he cannot help in the interests of the industry
agreeing to the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Burnett.

Mr. HarmiEY: There are not tens of
{;hogsands of acres of ratoon cotton in Queens-
and.

Mr. EDWARDS: The statements that
there were very few acres of ratoon cotton
are nowhere near correct, because the ratoon
cotton was sent imr as plant cotton. The
Minister knows that the bulk of cotton last
year was grown as ratoon cotton, and the
cotton which will come from those plants
this year will be what should be termed
second-year ratoon cotton. I therefore think
the hon. gentleman would be well advised
not only in accepting the amendment but
also in making the conditions much more
liberal than the hon. member for Burnett
asks. He would be wise in allowing the
growers to grow ratoons for at least three
years, and then see the position of the eotton
industry in Queensland before taking any
further action. If that is not allowed, there
will be another fight similar to that which

[Mr. Corser.
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has taken place during the last year, which
has gone & long way towards damning the
industry in Queensland.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I know that the
Minister will not accept the amendment
moved by the hon. member for Burnett. If
he were to accept it, he would be accepting
responsibilities altogether disproportionate to
the berefits that might be gained by allowing
second year ratcons to be grown. The whole
question of the cotton controversy is bound
up inseparably with the question of the
quality of plant cotton as compared with
ratoon cotton. Hon. members opposite have
claimed that first and second ratoons and
various other ratoons will have an equal
value, or will have a marketable value, but
anybody who is prepared to take a broad
view of this question must realise that there
is still a good deal of conflict of opinion.
There is no general consensus of opinion con-
cerping the cotton industry in this regard.
Those who say that plant cotton is the only
satisfactory cotton can still bring for-
ward arguments in support of their con-
tention, and those who say that ratoon cotton
is a valuable article can also support their
contention; but the fact remains that the
factor of -the market for cotton has deter-
mined the action of the Minister on this
particular occasion.

At 4.53 p.m.,

Mr.. F. A. Coorer (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. Epwarps: No. Caucus whipped him
up, as it whipped you up.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. gentleman has
a hide too thick to be whipped up.

Mr., EpwarDs: The hon. gentleman knows
that he is talking against his own conscience.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. gentleman has
not got, and never had, a conscience to talk
against.

Mr. Epwarps: What a pitiful tale.

Mr. BULCOCK: I have here the
“American Cotton Handbook,” which, I take
it, is a production of the leading cotton
experts in the world, because America is
the chief cotton-producing country in the
world, in which Professor George F.
Atkinson, M.Sc., Professor of Botany in the
Cornell University, United States of America,
who is also connected with the Alabama
Experimental Station, says that investiga-
tion in this particular regard has proved
conclusively that, in order to safeguard the
crop and produce the best type of crop, the
destruction of the volunteer plant in an
abandoned field is an imperative necessity.
I think the term ‘“volunteer’” is the correct
term to apply to what we call ‘ratoon”
cotton. .

Mr. EpwarDs: No.
Mr. Notr: No.

Mr. Corsir:
comedian.

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member for
Turnett knows that it takes some -ability
to be a comedian, and he cannot rise to that
standard. Professor Atkinson—against whom
the hon. member for Burnett is prepared to
pit his meagre opinion—also says that the
cutting and burning off of cotton stalks is

The hon. gentleman is a
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desirable for the prevention of disease, and
the ground should be ploughed at the same
time.

Tho~e arguments were not brought for-
ward duuncr the last session, when the
- question of ratoon cotton against annual
cotton was being discussed. The fact
remains that the more one plunges into this
question the more one becomes convinced
that nobody seems to know whether the
growing of ratoon cotton is the proper

policy, or whether the growing of annual
Cmton is the proper policy. I started off
with a bias against ratoon cotton, but I
believe now tha’c, with the searons and cir-
cumstances and possibilities of acclimatisa-
tion and all the innumerable factors that
are associated with the growth of cotton, we
shall in the course of time evolve a type of
cotton in Queensland that will be adaptable
to Queensland only, and will present prob-
lems that will not be found in the cultivation
of cotton in any other part of the Common-
wealth or possibly in any other part of the

werld. A market has been made for cot-
ton, in spite of what hon. members
opposite  have had to say about what

the Government have done to discourage the
cotton industry, and I venture to say
that the Minister has done more to encourage
the cotton industry than any other indi-
vidual. The ban was placed on ratoon
cotton to determine whether we could estab-
lish a cotton market overseas for a satis-
factory type of cotton, and by doing so
establish  ourselves as a cotton-growing
community. I still maintain that it is
necessary for us to produce the best cotton.

The SECRETARY FOR
hear!

Mr. BULCOCK : Hon. :nembers opposite
must admit that, while ther» was an increase
in quantity, there was a diminution in the
quality of ratoon cotton. That is generally
admitted, and the investigations of Mr.
Daniel Jones in England coneclusively estab-
lish the fact that ratoon cotton comniands a
Lower price than seed cotton.

Mr. CorsSER: No, no! Theve is ro proof
of that at all.

Ml BULCOCK : The hon. menber can
say " No, no!” but that is only his parrot-
like contention.

Mr. CORSER:
You spoke
other day.

MMr. Kerr: Y
altogether.

Mr. BULCOCK : I am dcaling with facts.
The hon. member for Burnctt for the pur-
pese of political capital hasy (‘“’douo‘u rd to
bring the cotton industry and the Govern-
rwent into disrepute. Hon. members opposite
heve suggested that the cotton- grower: forced
the hands of the Government en the cuestion
of ratoon cotton. That is not tl‘c question
xt all. The question now is whether the
u:arket overseas is capable of absorhing our
ratoon cotton. The London * Times’ has
expressed an opinion that avises out of that
contention, and in the best possible way
shows \\hv the growing of ratcon cotton is
made possible. It says

“ The world is so accustomed to take
its supplies of cotton and wool for
grarted that it will come as a shcek to
find there is a distinct possibility of a
real famine. Great Britain has been

AGRICULTURE : Hear,

21 You have to talk to orders.
in the opposite direction the

cu made a different speech
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slow to recognise the formidable char-
acter of the danger to her prosperity
which the curtailment of raw cotton:
supplies threatens. Cotton goods before
the war represented one-third of the
value of Britain’s tctal exports. The
world’s demand for woollens is rapidly
increasing, and Sir Arthnr Goldfinch
asserted at the Wembley Conference
that it was impossible in 1924 to supply
sufficient woo! to keep the mills active.
Happily the Dominions present bound-
Jess opportunities, and failure is inexcus-
able 1f the Empire neglects its oppor-
tunities.”
It is obvious that, if there s a dearth in
the supply of a commodity, there is a demand
for it, and that is why every class of that
article can be marketed, but at a price.
Mr. Corsgr: FHear, hear! You are coming-
round.

Mr. BULCOCK : The growers will have to-
face the inevitable fact that the time will
arise sooner or later when ratcon cotton will
rot be sufficiently vatuable to make it worth
while growing. If we are going in for an
unrestricted policy of ratooning and allow
not only second year ratoons, but third and
fourth ratoons—because there is no saying
where this is going fo stop—then we have
to bear in mind that we are laying the
foundation of uncontrolled ratooning. This
will mean the depletion of cur cotton-grow-
ing areas, and, funhelmme, we shall be
Oncouraginﬂ the insect and various other
pests  that threaten our cotton industry.
What «id we read in the “ Courier” this
moyning ? It might be a mile-post along-
the road, but the information is significant.
The Director of Cotton reports that no fewer:
than three different varieties of insect pests
bave manifested themselves in the cotton-
fields of the Lockyer district.

Mr. Morgax: They are on plant cotton,.
too.

Mr. BULCOCK :
them any less
cotton, does 1t?

OppPOSITION interjections.

Mr. Moreax: That knecks out your argu-
ment.

Mr. BULCOCK : That does not knock out
my argument at all. If the pests are on
plant cotton, there is a posublhty of destroy-

ing the eggs bv cultivating the

[5 p.m.] land; but with ratoon cotton,

where the land cannot be worked'
adequately, there is little possibility of com-
bating the pests. That has been the experi-
ence in the United States of America, and!
it will be the exyperience in our own State

That
dangerous

does not make-
to the ratoon:

The phase of the question that I want to-
deal with is that we are in the experimental
stage so far as cotton culture is concerned.
When looking through some reports the
other day I was Qomewnat amused to find'
that from our last year's returns—I am
speaking now
that was graded by our experts as “C7
grade—our  lowest  grade—brought the
highest price in  Liverpool, while our
choicest frrqde— A "—brought the lowest
price.  That sbows that we are only in the-
throes of e\pﬂmﬁentﬁnon in this matter.
The obvious question is not so much that
ot marketing ratoon cotton separately, but
of classing cur cotton into distinct varieties,
as we do our weol, of which we have nearly*

Mr. Bulcock.
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thirty grades for export purposes. By doing
that we shall get a fair and adequate value
‘for our cotton.

I hope the Minister will refuse to accept
this amendment. After 1926, when the
responsibility is exclusively on the growers
themsclves, the position may be different.
1 suggest that, as we have experimental plots,
it might be advisable for the Minister,
through the agency of those experimental
plots to pursue a vigorous system of ratoon-
ing, under a rigorous system of protection
against pestz, so that we could determine
any diffcrence between first, second, third,
and any further number of ratoons the Min-
ister might like to continue experimenting
with.

The Minister has been placed in a very
difficult position in regard to the question of
ratoon and annual cotton, and hon. members
opposite have been prone to way that the
Minister has destroyed the cotton industry.
In 1819 the total value of the cotton pro-
duced in Queensland was £853. Then the
Department of Agriculture, under the direc-
tion of the Minister, took a hand in the
affair, and began to demonstrate that cotton
conld be grown successfully in Queensiand,
and, despite what hon. members opposite
say to the contrary. in 1923 we produced
11,769,502 1b. of cotton, valued at £264,399
sterling.

~ The 2rcRETARY FOR Ramwways: That is a
knock-out to the Opposition.
Mr. BULCOCK: It becomes obvious,

thercfore, that we have been the friends of
the cotton-growers and not hon. members
opposite, who have at all times been pre-
pared, for political purposes, to sacrifice the
cotton-grownr to the tender mercies of a
market that might not be satisfactory to
Lin, and might not be able to absorb his
1atoon cotton in vears to come. Hon. mem-
Lers opposite have been prepared, for the
sake of making political capital, to place
what may have been and what may vet be a
damper on the industry by allowing the
unrestricted propagation of pests in the
cotton industry. At the present time nobody
can say whether ratoon cotton can be grown
profitably  in  quantity in  Queensland.
There are factors to consider on both sides.
Acclimatisation, difference in the seed that
is available, and many other factors have to
be taken into consideration, together with
the irregularity of the seasons. irregularity
of germination. and the impossibility of pre-
dicting what the weather may be during the
period of the growth of the crop. They all
muke a strong case for ratoons, but it may
be possible under certain conditions and
during certain sea-ons that ratoon cotton can
be grown. We have fto admit that, hecause
of a bad season, plant cotton that mar he
arown successfully this vear may not be
grown suceessfully next year, and the Min-
ister. after due thought and considerstion.
is taling the wise but cautious sten of allow-
ing one ratoon only to be produced. I thirk
that meets the desires of a majority of the
cotton-growers, and will possibly put the
‘eottrn industry on a soundesr and more sccure
footing than it is on at the present time,
and, after the obligation of the cotton-
growers to the department ceases, we may
allow them to grow cotton in any wav they
like. and grow first or fenth ratoons if they
50 desire,

[Mr. Bulcock.
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Mr., CORSER (Burncit): The hon. mem-
ber for Barcoo mentioned Mr. Atkins as
being against ratoon cotton. The Minister
quoted the same gentleman in 1923 and,
as recorded in * Hansard,” page 1601, of
that year I said—

“ The Minister quoted experiences in

Egypt. I have here the opinion of M.
L. C. Atkins.” .

Mr. Burcock: That is not the man I
quoted. I quoted Professor Atkinson, of
Cornell  University, United States of
America.

Mr. CORSER: I am quoting the pro-

claimed authority of the British Cotton
Delegation when they were here.  This is
the gentleman they brought with them.

Mr. Brrcock: He is not the man I quoted.

Mr. CORSER: He is a great authopity,
and the hon. member for Barcoo certainly
gave the impression that he was quoting the
opinion of Mr. Atkins, the cotton expert.

Mr. Buicock: Not only did I say Pre-
fessor Atkinson, but I mentioned the Univer-
sity to which he was attached.

Mr. CORSER: Last session I said—

“ The Minister quoted experiences in
Egypt. I have here the opinion of Mr.
L.C. Atkins, the Egyptian expert of the
British Cotton Growing Association—the
field supervisor quoted by the Minister.
Mr. Fredriksen sent two samples of
second-year ratoon to the British-Aus-
tralian Cotton Association, Limited, for
their opinion, and this is the reply from
them, signed by Mr. Atkins himelf—

We are in receipt of your letter of
the 3rd March, also of two samples of
cotton. The cream-coloured cotton be-
longs to the Hgyptian type, an(} pro-
bably, owing to continuous cross-fertili-
sation with the Upland types of cotton,
has deteriorated greatly from the pure
original type. We would certainly not
advise vou to grow this cotton. The
sample of white cotton, on the other
hand, is an ideal one for Queensland,
and is almost identical with the

Durango variety of Upland cotton that

we intend to grow in this country. It

has a good bloom and colour, good
texture and strength, and has a fibre
length of 1L in. There is an unlimited
demand for this quality of cotton on
the markets of the world, and it 1s

a very desirable one to grow. We

would certainly advise you to keep the

seod from this cotton and plant it out
sopararely, at least half a mile from
any other cotton.”

I went on to say-—

“ There is a recommendation from Mr.
Atkins in favour of second ratoon cot-
ton, and he advizes this farmer to plant
the secod, as it will propagate rapidly;
but this Bill is going to prevent him
from doing it.”

The point is that the British-Australian Cot-
ton Assoriation’s first expert—2Mr. Atkins——
Mr. Burcock : He is not the man I quoted.

Mr. CORSER: I am not saying he is
but the hon. member would give the impres-
sion that an authority like Mr. Atkins made
that statement, and he has given me the
opportunity of saying that Mr. _Atkms—wthxs
expert of the British-Australian Cotton
Arsociation—favours the growth of ratoon
cotton.
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Mr. BuLcock: Does not your intelligence
indicate to you the difference between Mr.
Atkins and Professor Atkinson?

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member’s want
of intelligence is such that he is influenced
one day to say one thing and another day
to say another thing, and we do not really
know what he believes in. What we are
concerned about is the
expert, who is in favour of ratoon cotton.
He received certain samples of cotton, and
50 good were they that he asked that the
seed should be kent separate from any other
seed, and he said that that class of cotton
was in very great demand.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: Did not
the Association sack him afterwards?

Mr. CORSER : Did thev sack him? Yes,
he did not stay here. Perhaps the Minister
might know something about that.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: That
discounts your statement.
Mr. CORSER: It deoes not diseourt mv

slatement. because he Is to-day considered
one of the leading cotton experts. Our
experts who are here to.day have been inst
as honest with rvegard to certain samples
that have been sert to them. and have pre-
elaimed them to be rood second-vear ratoon,
We have Mr. Atkins’s own statemsnt nrois
ing the ecotton from second-vear ratocrs.
This amendn:ent nrovides for a second-vear
ratoon ectton. which hasx heen proved. on
ihe finding of their own expert. fo he first-
elass ratoor. That is cvidenes againzt the
Miristor. Somn of the cotton wns alen sert
by the cetton farmers fo My, Towell. and
seme to Mr. Bovd.,  The renly from My,
Powell 3= as good as, if not better than, the
veplv which

was received from the other
expert.
The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICTLTURE inter-
jected.
Mr. CORSBTR : Tust 1o ba reads {orv anv
dirt which the Minister Iikes to put in

ngainst an expert or anvone else, if is ax well
fo have a rounter reply readv. Thev sent
samples  of the cotton to two different
anthorities, and hoth authorities proclzimed
it to be good and nsaful cotton. and of a
sort that was wanted in the markets of the

world. That <otton was srown by an old
Texas grower, who is in the Burnett, a_nd
«ho has boon associated »sll his life swith

cotton-growing. He has grown cotton hero
for five or six vears running, and has aiwavs
grown a larger crop and received a bigger
price for ratoon cotton than he ever received
for seed cotton, and it is on his authority
that we base our statements. The authori-
ties have shown that second-year ratoon is o
rood cotton. and that is the reason why
Lave moved the amendment.

Mr. COTTINS Bowen) :
of this disenssion on cotton. the more
perplexed I am getting,  Toast session we
paseed the Cotton Industrvy Bill.

Mr. Comrser: You will have another Biil
next vear.

Mr. COTTINS - T went up to myv electorate
in eood faith, visitine nearly evers centre
in the eolectorate. and told them thut the
erowing of ratoon cotton was wnrohibited
after a certain date. 1 delivered mv last
speech in the electorate on 4th Julv last
and arrived here or 6th July, Shortly after
T arrived in Brishane T found that the
Government had come to the conclusion that

The more I hear
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that decision was to be reversed, and the
growing of ratoon cotton was to be allowed.

Hon. members have before heard me talk-
ing about experts. I am puzzled about these
experts. I have heard experts saying that
we should grow only annual cotton. I have
heard other experts sav.that we should grow
only ratoon cotton. This afternoon I have
hesrd another expert say that we should
grow second-year ratoon cotton. When I
was up in my electorate they showed me a
tree, and said, ‘ This tree 1s twenty years
of age, and is still producting cotton.”

OpposITION MEeMBERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: I do not know where it is
gomg to end. I am inclined to think that
we should have a little more common sense
in connection with these matters, and take
less notice of the cxperts.

Orposrrion Mempers : Hear, hear !

Mr. COLLINS: At the same time, 1 am
not going to support the amendment of the
hon. member for Burnett.

QPPOSITION
laughter).

Mr. COLLINS: I shall try
what I mean by common sense.
number of experimental farms in Queens-
land. There is one in my clectorate where
@t the present time they are experimenting
with the growing of cotton. Let us carry out
these experiments, and net trust so much
to the experts. My cxperience in all walks
of life is that experts arc miscrable failures.
I am getting full up of the man who calls
himself an expert. In fact, if some of the
members of the Opposition talk much longer
about cotton. I shall begin to think thoy are
experts, and also that some hon. members
or: this side are experts. I prefer that, when
doing work, we should do it well—not that
I am preaching altogether the ** go-slow ”
policy.

OPPOSTTTION
laughter).

Mr. COLLINS: I say that in conncetion
with certain legislation experiments should
be carried out before vwe commence tu put
Bills on the statute-book. I want to make
it clear that we need to be guided more by
common sense.

It is all very well to have theories. I
have theories myself, as most hon. members
krow, but they are always backed up by
practical results. Common sense lies at the
back of all mv theories. I also know where
I am goirg—I am out to reach a certain
coal, and 1t should be the same with the
growing of cotton. I do not know whero
we are going to land if in one scssion of
Parliament we decide that only annual
cotton shall be grown, and I go to my
electers and tell them so, and they put a
certain amount of trust in me, and now
after this session I have to go up and tell
them, “ We made a mistake; you can grow
ratoon cotton.” (Opposition laughter.) For
all T know—considering the trust 1 know
some of them repose in me—they may have
pulled out their cotton on the strength of
what I told them in good faith. We have
to get down to common-sense facts. Let us
carry out these cxperiments on our experi-
menial farms. TLet us demonstrate whether
woe should grow annual cotton, first year
ratoon cotion, second year ratcon cotton, or
third vear ratoon cotton. Anybody listening
to the hon. member for Burnett would think

M, flallins.]

Mewesrs: Ah! Ah! (and

to eoxplain
We have a

MewmBERs:  Ah! Ah! (and
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that he had been up in the Innisfail district
where they grow ratoon cane for twelve years
Lecause the climatic conditions allow it. At
any rate, I owe an apology to my electors,
and I therefore thought it necessafy to speak
although we want to get the Bill through.

Mr. KrLso: What are you in favour of ?
Mr. COLLINS:

I am going to vote for

the Bill. (Opposition laughter.) It is all
an experiment. My friends opposite want
to grow ratoon cofton for two years, and

therc are some men in my eleclorate who
think they should grow it for twenty years.
I am voting for the Bill as it is, becaunse 1
think that even the Bill as it stands iz an
experiment.

Mr. Kerr:
another !

At 5.18 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Mr. Pollock——

Mr. DEacoN: Another expert.
laughter.)

Mr. HARTLEY : I shall not say that I
am an cxpert, but I shall say thal I have
done practical work in the growing of cotton,
and 1 do not care twopence whether I am
called an expert or anything else. I have
always found that the man who studies his
job and gets his experience in a practical
way is the man who knows what he is talk-
ing about rathev than the man who gets
hir knowledge from books; and I think thas
is where the hon. member has learned any-
thing he knows about cotton.

T want to get down to the basic facts. My
opposition to this amendment rests on the
same grounds as my opposition to the
countenancing of ratoon cotton at all. It
is a question of value, and whether after the
crop has been grown the value willi be
sufficient to pay the grower for the high
cost of picking and growing under condi-
tions which it is necessary to give in this
country—the best conditions of any cotton-
growing country in the world. On that one
ground alone I basc my opposition to the
acceptance of an amendment such as this,
and I shall quote a few parallel facts to show
that I am on sound ground.

Second-year ratoon cotton would be of low
quality and would come into competition
with the same grade of cotten from other
countries with cheaper labour and cheaper
growing conditions. Only a couple eof days
ago we suw in the * Courier” a cable from
the old country stating that an English com-
pany, with a capital of £17,000,000, was
going in for the growing of cotton in Iraq.
Their proposal was to utilise the water of
the Tigris and Ruphrates Rivers in Meso-
potamia for the growing of ratoon cotton by
irrigation.  Let the hon. member who moves
this amendment visualise the {fact that
£17,000.000 is going into the growing of
cctton there under conditions which would
not b2 countenanced by any party in Aus-
tralia.

You talk one way and vote

(Opposition

Quecensland cotton has to come into com-
petition” with that cotton in the opsn mar-
ket, and it can only compete successfully
with it if it is of superior quality and
realises a higher price than the cotton grown
in JIraq or the cotton grewn in Brazil or
elsewhere by cheap labour. When you come
to comsider that, you will see at once the
inadvizability of extending the provisions of

[Mr. Collins.
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the Act so as to allow low value cotton to be

grown. Ratcon cotton is low value cotton,
and second ratoon would be lower value
cotton. -

Last vear America produced IO,QO0,000

bales of cotton, and this vear it is estimated
that 13,000,000 bales will be produced, or
an increase of 3,000,000 bales. There is no
doubt that the supply of American cotton
is having somec effect on the value of cotton
at the wresent time. At the present time
the value of American middling cotton is
13.42d. per lb. Taking that as a basis, the
Queensland Government for the best annual
cotton are paying 5d. per lb., or 1s. 8d. per
ih. for cotron lint. Add to that 3d. per lb.
for baling, shipping, freight, and other
charges, which makes a cost of 1s. 6d. per
Ib. to the Government. Taking the difference
between the lower value American cotton
and the highest value Queensland cotton—
it is 300 points in favour of the Queensland
cotton—you get 3d. per lb. in favour of the
Queensland cotton. That would bring the
rrice of our Queensland cotten to ls. 6d. per
lb. on the market in England, to clear
expenses., But at present values all we could
get would be 1s. 43d. That means that,
i the market does not improve we shall
sustain a loss of 1id. per lb. on_ the best
quality of Quecensland cotton, and, if that
loss is sustained on that quality of cotton,
how on earth are you going to face the
market with the poorer quality cotton?

Mr. Wagrrex: The hon.
making out an awful case.

My, HARTLEY : Does the hon. gentleman:
mean to say that I am making out an awful
case when I say we expect to lose 1id. per
b by the guarantee in price if cond:tions
do not improve? That is nothing new. The
hon. gentleman knows that the Government
have lost £50,000 to date by the guarantee
on the superior cotton. The money 1s not
lost in the true sense, because the country
has been improved, and the Government
have demonstrated the possibilities of the
cotton industry, so that we have an increase
in industry in this Btate as a set-off against
the £50,000.

Mr. MoresN: Does the hon. gentleman
know how much the growers have lost?

Mr. HARTLEY: No; but I do not think
that there are many cotton-growers who
have really lost much on their_ cotton crops.
{Opposition dissent.) T have been through
the cotton belt, but hon. members opposite,
with the Secretary for Public Lands, only
glanced at it during their trip to the Dawson
Valles. When the cotton industry started
in the Central district most of the people
in the Dawson Valley and in some of the
other localities were in the hands of the
banks, and I have it on the suthority of
at least two bank managers that about 1922
not only had they cleared off their over-

gentleman is

draftz= and had credits standing in their
names, but many possessed motor-cars  as
well. The values and selling prices of their

farms had also inereased considerably.
Ar 525 pom.
The House resumed.
The CHamRMAX reported progress.
he further consideration of the Bill ir
Committee was made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.





