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City of Brisbane Bill,

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

FRIDAY, 10 OCTOBER, 1924,

The Srgaxer (Hon, W, Derteam, Marce)

took the chair at i0 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

ParTicrtars ™ RE (UROwN RIGHTS OF
TE-UNFTION OF PASTORAL HOLDINGS.

Mr. DEACON  (Cunningham), for Mr.

COSTELLO (Carpareen), asked the Seerctary
for Publiv Lands—

“1, What ave the particulars of the
Crown rights of r sammption of pastoral
holdings, withaut compensation, from 1st
Jamuary, 1922, to date, und-or the follow-
ing headings:—XName of lease, distriet,
area of leaze, due date of right of re-
sumption, ard aren linble to resumption,
respeetively ?

“2 What are the particulars of
resumptions  actually made from such
holdings, uader the lollowing headings i —
Name of leae, date of resumption, and
araa resumod, vespeetively?

“3 What are the corvesponding par-
tienlare to (1) with respect to the period
from present date to end of 19267
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to the bonolit eeceived. The hon, member
for Warrere ha already pointed out the
necos<dt for muking vetig compulsory, and
either eiving pelling-booths av eonvenient
places where the peeple can geot to the polls
without having to ride sixtg or seventy miles,
or of extending the cvstem of postal voting
ta those aveas where long distunces have to
be covered. Other Ton. members on the
Governent side have also pointed out the
phsolure - necessity  of postal voting  being
alloved in those cosos, nuder certuin eondi-
tionz. The sy=tem could also be authorised in
municipal and shire couneil elections, T trust
that the Minister will wecept the suggestions
put forward as to the neecessity of widening
the seerion of the Aer permitting  postal
votine in eertain aveas whete long distanees
have 1o he eaverod.

The HOME SECRETARY (Howr, J, Stap-
ford, Mpnnt Waraan); Evidontly there 12 4
tvpoeraphieal ervor, as the teemitation of the
meotion should have vend *'in cevtain parti-

enlars” T ask  leave to withdvow my
motion with a view to moving a fresh
motion,

The CHAIRMAN: Ts it vhe pleasure of
the Conmitree that the Home Seeretary be
allowed to withdraw his motion with a view
to substituting a fre h motion?

Hoxovrapie Meveers: Iear, hear!

Motion, by leave, withdrawn

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon, J. Stop-
ford, Maunt Margan): 1T beg to move—
“That it is desivable that a Bill be

introduced to amend the Loeal Authori-
ties Aects, 1802 to 1923, in certain parti-
culars.”

Question put and massed,

The House resumed,

The Casamax reported that (he Committee
had come to a resolution,

The vesolution was agreed to.

Frest Reapixe.
The THOME SECRETARY presented the
Bill, and moved—
_* That ibe Bill be now read a first
timo."
Question put and passed.

The secand reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

NAVIGATION ACTH® AMENDMENT
BILL
Ispiariox v COMMITTRE,
(Mr. Pallocl, Grogory, in the ehair.)

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon, J. Stop-
ford, Mowut Margan): 1 beg to move—

“That it is desirablp that a Till ba
introducwl to amoend the Navigution
Acts, 1876 to 1911, so as to provide for
the Dbetror management and contral of
nmator-liont- and  motor  vessels  within
the terrvirorial waters of Oueenslond, and
for other conrequenrial purposes.”

The measure iz intended to regictor and
cantrol motoi-boats in the river. At present
there iz absolutely no eontral, and it iz left
entirely to  motor-boat men  themsolves
whether the= abey what is termed the vight-
of-way in the rviver and take ordinary pre-
cautions to place lights on their vessels at

[ALr, Moore,
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night to prevent other vessels colliding with
them. We also desive to be assured that
motorboat owners ave capable of manoging
motor-boats and that they are ot a menace
to other people on the river,

My, TavLor: Do you propose to tax them?

The HOMTE SECRETARY : It is interided
to impose a small regisiration fee,

Quostion put and pasied.

The House resumed,

The CuateyAx reported that the Committee
Liiel come to a reselution,

The eesoluiton was agreed to.

Figsr ReADING.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Sto
fard, Jount Mergan) presented the Bill,
aud moved—

“MThat tho Bill be now read n fivst
time."

CJuestion put and passed,

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Ovder of the Day for Tuesday pext.

BRISBANE GAS COMPANY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Isrration 19 COMMUTTEE.

(Mrp. Palloer, Gregory, in the ehoir.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W, Forgan Smith, Mackay): 1 beg io
move—

“That it is Alesirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Brishane Gas
Companr Act of 1864 in a certain parti-
cular.” y

The object of this Bill is to enable the
Brisbane Gas Company fo increase their
capital from £500,000 to £1,000,000 under
the provisions of the Companies Act. At the
present time they ave handicapped by their
charter limiting the capital to £500,000.
Ohwing to the extent of building operations
going on within their area, extensions of gas
mains are vequired, and it is necessary for
them fo have this additional capital to
enahble them to extend their operations,

Question put and passed.

The House resnmed.

The Cuatrusy reporied that the Com-
mitten had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

Fmst REanise.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Flon., W. Forgan Smith, Maekay) presonted
the Bill. and moyved—

“That the Bill be now read n first
time,"”

Question put and passad.

The socond reading of the Bill was made
an Urder of the Day for Tuesday next.

CITY OFF BRISBANE DILL.
Secoxp Reaing—ResvyMyTioN oF 1DEBATE.
Mr. MAXWELL (Yaowaong): Last night

when the Hous: adjourned T was dealing
with the powers that are given to local
authovities in connection with the matter of
mille supply. Let me say that the Brisbane
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City Council and other loeal authoritics han
the whale of that power, (ven to the inspee-
tion of duairies, token out of their hands by
the Department of Agricaltore, Inspeetors
arp appointed by the Department of Publie
Health, and how nnybod‘y cin get up and
blame a locul aothority for th: lack of &
proper snpply of milk when the matter is
under the control of a Governiment depart-
ment 1 certainly do not know. 1 can quite
understand the Minister wanting to widen
the scope of the measure, and I am prepared
te offer the hon. gentleman every assistanee
in 0 doing, but T s not guing to allow
local wuthorities to be Llumed for something
thev ure por gnilty of. If noyone is to blam:,
it is the hon. Sentleman himself as head of
the 1lealth Depnrtment. | stressed the point
elso in dealing with the Health Act that the
appointment  of medienl officors G5 in the
control of the Minister or the Commissioner
for Publi. Health: and if they think local
atitheritics are not carrving out their vork
properly in that regued, they have the power
ta compel 1hem, ction 20 of the Wealth
Aets, 1800 to 1917, provides—

“ A laenl authovity may, and when
requived by order of the Cominizioner
shall, appoint a mredieal proctitioner as
medienl officer of health, and also such
publie unalyst4, public experts, inspectors,
and other officors as may be neezssary for
the due excention of the provisions of
this Act and the vegulations and by-laws.”

Then, again, subseetion (3) of that seetion
statos—

“ The loral authorify of two or more
contiguous avcus may, with the approval
of the C'ommissioner, join in the appoint-
ment of u medical officer of health, publie
analyst, public expert, inspeetor, or other
officer, and in directing the duties to be
performed by such officers, and in re-
munerating them."

The povers are thers, and if the losal
authorities are neglecting their work, the
Commissioner i+ to hlame. 1 say naturally
the Minister is the man to whom we have to
look, Leecause he 1z the head of that depart-
ment.  That is why T say that, if they are
missing  their  opportunity in deing their
work, then it is the head of the department
who makes an orvor. T holieve the fime has
arvived when a permaonent mediceal officer
should hin aprﬂintml for the city of Brisbane,
and the local muthovity thould pay for ir.

Another  thing mentioned by the hon.
entleninn was  the undue subdivision of
and, andd the desire to sw {ownplanning
work earvied out,  Section 33 of the Loeal
A‘l:]”lﬂl'iti(‘:‘ Act Amendment Act of 1823 pro-
vidos—

CMter section one hundred and eighty-
six of the prineipul Aet the following
sections are inssvted ;—

{r) Doclare hy Order in Council an+
defined part of the area to be a resi-
dential distriet; and

(M) Prohibit the esrection in such dis-
trict of any building for use for the
purposes of such trades. industries,
manufactures, shops, and places of
public amuscment s may be deseribed
in the Order; and

o) I‘rohjhit the use of any building
in such distriet for any such purposes
as: last aforesaid; and

[10 OcrosER.]
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{rl) Prohibit the ocvection or use of
advertisement hoardings m such dis
trict; and

(¢) Regulate the eclass, quality, or
description of Imil‘linﬁs that nay be
erectedd  or  permitte to  continue
(whorther erected before or afrer the
passipg of the Loea! Authoritic. Acts
Amendment Aet of 1923) in such dis-

trict,

That shows that local authoritics updoubtedly
wve the power and ir s wecless for the
Ainivter to give the undue subdivision of
Jand and the npeeessity for eveating noxious
teade arveas as the vonsons for the Bill

The Home Scovotary in lis speech on this
Bili said —

*“In the brown line Semile radins,
Sandgato and Piskenl o would  be  ex-
cluded. Doy any how. nember houestly

Liclivve that we eah sspire to a greater
cit, arcan withour fivst reoognising that
it is aleolutely essentinl for the well-
being of our eity that we a1 least have
a e pewator port, and that we Tuether
EImu.'Ir] liave Jungs 10 one eity, o that
oune jaded and vreel workers mway have
speedy and chenp ncee s to the recrea-
tton  which they can obtain from  the
appronch to the sen "

I do not think the lon, gentleman could
have meant that. 1 would not credir such
a thing. The hon, gentleman talks about a
decp-water port.  Docx e forger the deep-
water ships that come up to the Sonth Bris-
bane -~charves? In any ease, the loecal
suthority is not going to bave any coutrol
over the railways o0 thar v eannot possibly
give the people cheap furcs, If the workers
are not getting choap means of aceess o the
zea, the Railway Deparvtment is to blame;
and, even if the hon, gentleman passed his
Bill in the form in which he desires, the
iocal authority under it could not diciate to
tive Railway Departwent. I hope that the
hon, gentleman is amenable fo reason. he-
(‘a.useqm knows very well that, on the whole,
we are agreeable to the principle of a
Greater Brisbane scheme  We wane to have
a UGreater Brishane, however, that i< oot
going 10 ho  trangled at the omser, and
under this Bill it would be strangied by the
crogtion of an arew of 325 square miles, I
shall tell the hon. gentlomnn whe,  The
Bill pravides for ouly rwenty aldermen and
a mayor, and it 2 inmoesaible for thoan to
do the work apperraining o such an nrea.
In Sydney there are twentosix  aldermen
with thitteen wards; in Melbouwene, thiver-
two  aldermien  and  eonneillors  for  eight
wards: in Adelaide, n mayor and ninetesn
couneillors for six wards, or twenty nlto-
gether: and in Perth, twenty-four couneillors
and a mayor. Does (he hon, gentloman think
for one mement thar it is possible for twenty
aldeymoen to carey out the work in an area
of 385 square miles, even if ther work day
and night?

The Hove Secretany: Wo do not wait to
have the elass of men you are accnstomed
to.

Mr. MAXWELL: We want the aldermen
to b in tourh with the ratopayers. The hon.
genfleman has just showr—I cannot help
saving it—that he knows very little about
the functionz of local government. Works
and other commifters are appointed to do
certain things. Imagine a works committea
going through an area of 385 square miles

My, Maxwell.]
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to ascertain the work necessary to be done!
I am fully awave that it is not anticipated
that the whale of the work will have to be
done immediately, As (he hon. gentleman
}Jm’ntml out, we are legislating for the
uture. Does the hon, gentleman not think
that au avea of B0 square miles, within a
radius of approximatelr 5 miles, iz sufficient ?
I do. That 1z one of the directions in whieh
I hope to assist to amend the Bill later an.

The other poinir I want to siress most
emphatically this morning is the provision
in the Bill giving ro the !fucal aunthority the
control of municipal enterprises.  Ts the
Minister a stark-sraving madmon that he
wants to do this in the face of what has
happened in the management of State enter-
prises by hiz Govermment? Yet he wants to
perpetunte the injury! Who is 10 pay? As
I pointed out yesterday, the ratepayers v ould
have to par: but those people will not have
control of the vaising of loans

The Homp Secgeriny: Have they got it
under the Local Authorities Acts now?

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman's
Government took that power from them,
but, because an injusticn was done when
the Local Authoritics Act was amended, if
does not follow that it is not right for us
to stress the point thai we do not agree
with that system. 8o this morning
emphasise the point in the hope that some
say in these matters will he given to those
people who have their interests in the
area,

1 alse want to stress the poirt that the
mayor ov an alderman of the City of Bris-
bane may, under this Bill, also hold the
position of a member of this House.
venture to say that every hon. member who
has held such a position knows full well
- that it is an absolute impossibility for o man
to concentrate on both )obs.

AMr. MeLwertax : The Bill does not compel
him to do so.

Mr. MANWELL: It gives the noppor-
tunity. On reading some of the litorarure
connected with hon, members opposite, we
are led to believe that some of them ativi-
bute to us the principle of ' one man two
jobs,” while some supporters of hon. mem-

rs opposite are just as keen on seeuring
those jobs.

The SPEAKER : Ovder! The hon. gontle-
man has exhausted the further time allawed
him under the Standing Ovders.

My. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): I rise
to ndd a meed of praise to the Covernment
for hringing in this very important measure.

am_ one of these who believe

[10.30 a,m.] that there has heen altogether tao
liitle interest rlispluyef in loesl
government affairs in the past. To my mind
local government matters arve eoven more
important than State ar Federal Government
matters inasmuch as they teuch the people in
theiv every-day life. Loeal government deals
with those things which are closer to the
Learths and home: of the people thun maiters
of Btate or Federal concern. What is
required in Brisbane is a bigger and wider
publie spirit,  We have n,?f the mnatural
advantages for the development of a heauti-
ful and healthy city, and 1f is only by giving
every citizen a voice and intere-t in eivie
affaivs that a spirit which will make for a
bettor civie life and wider ontloak in local
government affairs will be developed, I

[Mr. Mazwell.
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tkink the Government have been very con-
siderate, in that they huve shown a correct
spivit of toleration in introducing the City
of Brisbane Bill last session and carrying it
to the second roading stage after a speech
lind been delivered by one member on each
side of the House, which T take it was done
for the purpose of piving those interested in
Jueal goverwment affairs within the defined
area a chance to diseuss this very imporianc
measure. [ oam satisfied that it was a wise
step to take, because the Minister who was
ithen in charge of the Bill had numerous
depatations from all secrions of the com-
munity waiting upon him, and he was at all
times ready to go into the guestion of &
Greater Brisbane Bill and listen very atten-
tively to what those deputations had to say
on the measure. A certain section of those
who were intevested in local government
affairs were of the opinion that an area
comprising the local authorities of Brisbane
ond South Brisbane would be sufficient to
commence with, while others were of the
opinion that a 5S-mile radius would be suffi-
cient; but I make bold to say that the more
intelligent class of the community was
satisfied that the Bill should stand with its
provision for a 10-mile radius, which they
thought was absolutely necessary, I ecan
quite realise how long we would have had
te wait if it had been left to the aldermen
and councillors io draw up a scheme or
draft o Bill for a Greater Brishane. As we
all know, they have been discussing this
matter for some considerable time. and we
are all aware of the time and trouble they
took in connection with the taking over of
the tramways. They did not seem to be able
to arvrive at any finality, and, if it had not
been for the fact that the present Government
were i power, that utility would still be
in the hamds of private enterprise, and the
profits would continue to go overscas to swell
the pockets of the absentee shareholders.

Hon. W. H. Barxges: The hon. gentleman
wust not forget that there were a large
number of shareholders in Australia,

My, WILSON: I ean assure the hon.
raember for Wynnum that it is a good thing
to keep the profits here. The absentee share-
holders were right enongh; they came to our
assistance in days gone by,

Hon. W. H. Banxes: The hon. gentleman
admits that they did come to our assistance.

Mr., WILSON: I do not think the hon.
member for Wynoum can deny that it is the
vecognised  pelicy everywhere that public
utilitios should be in the hands of the people,
and Dbe mn by the people for the beoefiv of
the people. If we have an; confidence in
our city, we ought to be satisfied on that
seare,

This measure is without doubt the greatesk
meazure of its lkind 1hat has ever been intro-
dueed in any Australinn State. It i= in dtself
a mini ture patliament to govern the local
requireents of what must become a very
exrensive and important city. The proposed
couneil is given ull the powers necessary for
dovolopment along wodern lines inta what
stould be a modern vity.

What do we find if wa vevert to the con-
ditions as they exist ol present with so many
pocket harauchs? T will frst refer to taxa-
tion. The city of Brisbane, wirth its reason-
able valuntions and ratings, may be coms-
pared with those in some of the contiguous
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will live, as well as the places where people
are emplored, be governed by one authorvity ¥

Mr. Carter: Hear, hear ! Thuat is commen
Bense.

Me. WILSON: As it is neeossary (o have
good roads to carry the heavy truffic in the
Insines soction of the eity,” so nlso is it
poeessary o have pood reads to brivg nog
ouly the people bot the produes of the
countty 1o the eity.  Therelore one cons
frolling  influenee i neccssary. 1 have
eellectod a goad deal of datn—chicfly from
the older countrios of the world wherve ther
have n mood deal of experience iy these
mairtoys—bearing on  the question of  tbe
neee sit, for a Greater Brishane city, and
alsn bearing on the gquestion of baving o
wflictently large ares to commence with, I
huve por_had the opportunity of listening to
vy of the speeches delivered in the House
on this Bill, as unfortunately T have had 1o
attend to ather duties and could not be pre-
setit whon the previous diseussions toolk place.
The hon, member for Toowong is the only
lon, member T have heavd peak, but I
Pl fhe opportunity  of glancing  through
“ilansard,” and I want to take thiv oppor-
tuniry for saying that the hon. mewher for
Logan appoars 1o have approached the Bill
in a stutesmanlike spirit, e dealt with it
in all its aspeets as a man who las had
considerable experience in loeal goveriment.
Ea also did the hon. member for Windsor.

As for as 1 can gauge, these hon, members
who have spoken on this Bill haye given it
their blessing. The only matter that is
causing any diversity of opinion is the ques-
tion of area. Hon. members appear to
favour the other portions of the Bill. I
have collected a considerable amount of data
in referenee to local government in Glasgow,
Manehester, Cavada, and New Zealand,
The hon, member far Port Curtis dealt pretty
fully with New Zealand and the other places,
and therefore I am going to pass that over
and devote the balance of my time to mutters
of local concern which I believe are of para-
mount intercst to members of this Touse
#nd to the public ouiside.

I have read the Bill very earefully and 1
cannot find where anv provisian is made for
the taking over of the clectrie light supply,
or for the taking over of the Brisbane or
South Brisbane gas supply. The DBrishane
ity Conneil has had some denlings wirh the
City Kleetrie Light Company.  We know
that provision iz made in the Bill to take
aver the water supply, the Brisbane tram-
ways, cemeteries, and five brigades. 1 would
like to quote a small table which will show
the absurdity of the incidence of taxation
in sn fur as it relates to the City Electrie
Light Company, and which will also give
some idea of the relative positions of the
eompany and the Ciiy Council—

A 2 A 5
R ceived in Palil to
4 Rates for City
Year. City Fleetric
Electric Light Co
Lighr Co, for Street
Tukbes aml Tdghtine.
Lines,
[ £k od,
1h21 oo 109 15 6 TR 12 4
1922 + we g a BG4 12 10
10293 2} 118 0 4 7245 18 11
£331 19 2 |£19D485 10 1

[Mr, Wilson.
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That is to say. the council in three vears
reeoived £331 19s, 2d. in rates and paid for
Lighting £]9.488 19s. 1d. I want to explain
that the rates are chirged om the under-
ground eables at the rate of £1 per mile,
und on the gvorhead wires at s, per mile.
That was laid down in the Aet some con-
siderable time aga, and the City {huncil
hos not the pewer to inerease those rates,
which T eomsider is very unfuiv indeed,
Another monopolistic concern is the Bris-
baue Gus Campany, which poid £1728 12« 3d.
in rates in 1804 for the privilege they enjor.
Surel- the time is reached for dealing with
these concerns, o that they will be forced
t) pay an adeguate amonut in rates as eom-
pured with their respoetive turnovers.

Take the Tramway Trust. They pav 15
por cent. on the gross earnings of the Trust
hiesed on the length of mileage in the several
wreas,  The City Couneil receives 3
12, 1d. from the Teamway Trost in eates
1 thipk it is & terrible state of affaivs when
yoit have companics like that, which are
monopolias, and are allowed to go on from
venr to year like this without owr having
any control over them,, 1 !}'aht to see rome
provision made in this Bill in vegard to
that. h

Quite recently, when the T. & G. buildms
was going up at the corner of Queen an
Albert streets, it was nepessary to put a big
hoarding round th> place. The City Electric
Light Cowmpany immediately put down =
vault 20 foet long. 10 feet wide, and 8 feet
deep under the footpath, which is hardly a
fair thing to the T. & G. Insurance Company
as the company wanted fo put a concreta
footpath round the building. Tt is necessavy,
according to the by-laws, to provide a

ating 2 feet by 18 inches in size for

ighting and ventilation in the basement. I
am giving this early warning to the Minister
in charge of the Till so that, when it
reaches the Committee stage, he will con-
sider the advissbility of inserting a pro-
vision to permit of the acquisition of mono-
polistic roneerns such ns the City Fleetrie
Light Compsny and the Drishane and
South Brisbane Gas Companies. when
deemed  noeccsary. T think that all
utilities of that deseription should he in
the hands of the peaple and shuald he run
by the peeple for the benofit of the prople.
1 it was reasonnblo to take over rit. Tram-
wavs, it it also right to aequire the
business of companies sueh as T have
mentioned, T would like in  connection
with that matter to quote a lettey which
the Brishune City Council wrne a shart
time ago 1o the Under Seerstery of the
Department of Publie Works in conneciion
with the City Eleetrie Light Company—

» City Conneil Chambers,
Town Ilall, Brishane.
19th Sepicwber, 1324,

% The Tnder Sceretary, .
Department of Public Works,
Trisbane.

“ 8ir.—1 have the honour, by direction
of the Council of the City of Brisbane, to
veguest that you will be good enongh lo
bring the following matter hefore the
Alorster,

“The City Electric Light and Power
Act of 1806, and Ovders in Council made
thereunder, cenfer upon The City Hlee-
tric Light Company, Limited, of Bris
bane, the power to econstruct certain
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works in, under, or upon auy street for
the purposrs ol its business, bur there
are conditions to be observed, snd oue
of these prevides thar npor less than
seven nor more than twentv-eiglit clear
days Defore commencing the execution
of such works a notice zhall be served
upan the Minister, and upon the Local
Aunthority, dezeribing the propesed works,
and furnishing o plan of the works show-
ing the mode of vonstrucrion sud posi-
tion. and the manner and exiem 1o
whirh such works vill interiere with
the strect.

“On or nhoont 23ed Owetelier, 1923, =
notics (No. 1830) in conformity with the
provising: ol seetion 13 of e Act
vz reeeived from the Company afore-
satd, thae it was tended 1o break up
the faotv oy in Albert steoet for 162 pur-
pases of building o transformer voult
outside the T, and G, Builiding., No plans
aeeompanied the notice, and iv appewis
to have been assumed b the Covned’s
officers that the vault was one of the
ordinary small pits that the Company
hae installed all over the City, and foe
which it would seem the requirement
that n plan shall be Furmished has not
been dusisted  upon,

“Tt has recently transpived that the
vault referred to in the netiee iz of
abnormal dimensions—approximately 20
feet in length, 10 feet wide. aund 9 feet
deop.

“Tt may seom strange that the con-
struction of such a chamber could pass
without remark, Liut the ecirenmstances
were favourable theveto, not thar there
is any snggestion that the Company de-
liberately s¢ coned its operations. The
T. and G, Building was in course of ron-
struction, the footpath of Albert street
and of Queen street waz enclosed by a
hoarding, it was the intention of the
owners of the building to lay a concrete
fooipath before the hoarding was re-
moved, and the vault was eonstrueted
while the hoarding was in position,

““The Order in Couneil by which the
Compuny iz empowerad 1o construet
works in that portion of the eity sres
above rveferved to was doted 12th May,
1897, and gazetted 9th Jone, 1397, and
Clause 13 (f) of the Owder precribes a
penalty for failure to comply with the
requivements of the Oeder. The (‘om-
pany has been ealled upen (10th June
Inst) te show eauso why the Couned
should not press the imposition of the
penalty, bul so fay no reply is to hand.

“The Loeal Authorities Acts provide
that the Compan-'s maing shnll be rate-
able, but there dors not appear to be
any provision for levying a rate op
making a charge upon the Company for
the occupation of the street in the man-
ner indicated, beeanse such a thing was
most certainly never contemplated. The
awner of a property paving heayy rates
may be allowed a small area of ‘only a
few foet projection for the purpose of
lighting a basement, but otherwise he
is prohibited by the Bnilding By-laws
from using underneath the footpath,

. “The Council is desirous of ascertain-
ing the Minisier's views upon this mat-
ter, and whether he will be prepared to

[10 OcToBER.]

City of Drisbane Bill, 1407

take "action against the Company for
a rvontraveniion of the akovemenrioned
Order in Council.

Yours respectiully,
(sgd.) Edwin J. Shaw,
Town Clerk.”

1 thonzlie it just az well ta vead that letter
s0 that hon. mombers might appresciate
what & valuable asset the Cu, Elcerrie Light
Company and the gas companies would be—
bu:  more particulacly the Ciry  Elsetrie
Liglt Company—raking into consideeation
the amounr of money which is paid for the
Iighting of this cils,

Mre. Tyvron: What was the reply ?

Mr, WILSON: No peply was pecvived,
Let us compare the positton here with the
position  in Bydney a.d  Melbourne  In
Sxdnes the iy Council’s elocteic  light
uudortaking viclded a gro s profit for the
year ended 3=t December, 1623, of £611.926
Us, 4d., and, wlier debiting against that
amouut inrer <t on debentnves and oyerdraft,
sinking Tund cantribution, depreciation re-
servey, and other chavges amounting in all to
£518,164 18+, «., the net revenne for the
vear was £95761 17s, Thoese fgures show
what a valuable asset that undectaking is,
and go 70 prove that the similay utility
Licve <hounld Lo controlled b the Greater
Brisbane Coueil. There is no provision in
the Bill for raking it over. and I hope the
Mini ter is taking netice of what I am say-
ing, and will have an amendment framed
for consideration in Committee ta give us
power to take over that undertaking and
oue or two others. The gross revenue for
the Melbourne City Council’s electrie light
usdertaking for the vear ended 3lst Be-
cember. 1923, was £161,498 10s, 5d.. and,
afrer  dedueting  interest  on  debentures,
sinking fund payments, depreciation. and
pavinenis (o contingepey  and  reserve,
contribution  towards the purchase of the

undertaking,  coutvibution to  the oflicers’
superaniustion  fund.  and  other charges

amounring in &ll 1o £135.356 10s. 5d.. a net
revenne of £25.102 was shown for the vear.
T memwion that to show what a valuable
undertaking an electvic lichting scheme s,
and we should rot lose sight of such a
scheme when diseussing a Bill like this,
which is of wuch groat importance ta the
rotepayers and the community,

I have already had something to say in
connoetion with the wnfair system of vilua-
1ion, and for some considerable time I have
interested  anyeclf in oblaining information

d iling with that matter. nnd it

[11 a,m ] is advi=able fo give that informa-
tion to the House. T have stated

that T was quite satisfied that I could prove
1o hon, members and tha people outside
that an unfaiv system of valuation had Leen
cperating for some considerable time, While
the Brishane City Council has increased the
valuations & good deal since 1918, the con-
tignous arcas have negleoted to dao o,
Some (ime ago. when the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board were
discussing the matter of their rates, [ went
to some trouble ta get a ecrtain amount of
irformation, and I selicted = certain class
of business in the local authority arens o
Brisbane and South Brisbane that was sclling
the one commodity and paving the same
amount to the Government by way of
license fees. Iarefor to the hotel business.
T did not bevond Stanler street in South
Brishane, wuse I was able o obtain

Myr. Wilson.]
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suflicient information as to the turnover from
the businesses in that street to enable me
to make a comparizon with some of tho

City of Brisbane Bill,

same elass of places in the local authority
arey of Brisbane, This is the informution
that I have obtained—

Street. Deseription, Capital Aren, Qwner.
Valug, |
g aedoon |
S0UTH BRISBAXE, 1024,
Stanley stroet .. | Vietorin Bridae Hotel .. | 1.630 0 0887 W, Beit,
Ditto 5 ‘ Britanula Hotel, . v 1,188 O 0322 W, and K, Morrison,
B_L{.‘;o = g,r(;(l}llunnﬁn?hfl Hotel .. %?H:{ i 1: I: 1?§ ] ‘Em?llzmncjﬂer% Lstate Co.
itto o+ Ballway Hotel . 53 i 0 255 ‘nstlemaine Brewery,
TDitto . | Clarence Hotel 54 2,500 00 3.:) Queensland Browery.
%ﬂ ttn A E}u{:mfrs' j}ntnsif Hotel .. 3 fil.m ﬂ q :]g ?.h\\'.{‘lt& Lons,
(i) oo (ohip Inn Hotel .. i 290 1" 3 ohin GalToey.
Ditto s |1’Jmmn Inn Hatel S | 60 0 uae AL J. Barry, lessce ; Dan Costi~
| A1, owWier.
Ditto - AthsHotel .. .| 1300 [0 01 O E Bowles, owner ; B. Corbett,
! pEsee,
Ditto +- | Adelaide Hotel .. <o 1,200 0 038 Perkins and Co., Tid.
Ditto v, Delaney’s H‘otol o 5 2,750 0 1 }E".?: | I, T, I‘Jc'lfu’le\'.
Ditto .- | Palace Hotel .. o 8,300 | 008233 W, G, MeCallouzh,
Crry oF BRISBANE, 1024,
Edward street % | Txchange Hotel .. ik 7,290 | 0 036 [ ‘.\Iar}gt. Rughes, owner ; H. Biggs.
| Easee,
Ditto .+ | Prince of Wales Hotel .. 5,800 | o 036 | Paterson, ¢/o Bigas,
George street .o | Treasury Hotel . ik 3,062 0044+ LW, DO Connor.
Lelehihardt street ! Federal Hotel ., 5 1.600 03z | Edward Flynn,
Eidward street | Ulster Hotel e 0,330 £ \\'iIl_i{qlm Bulleock, owner ; Mrs. K.
Alern, lessee.
George street .. | Lands Office Hotel - 3712 1 0 086 | Miss K. M. Finucane,
Elizabeth ztreet .. | Sovereign Hotel ¥ii 6,940 | 0 UG |}1ar{{1{iag1]1, owner ; Mrs. E. M.
Marks, lessce,
Adelaide street. . | Glabe Hotel o 12,480 [ ; | Estate of J. 8. Biggs, deceased.
Mary street .. | Grand Hotel s e 4435 3,1 | Marens Oleson.
Brupswick street .. | Vailey Hatel i £ Joou [ JMisses O'Sullivan.
Alhert sfrect .« | Royal Exchange Hotel .. 9800 | 0 036 | J, 1. Deliney,
George street .. | Criterion Hotel .. = 12,758 0 0 1462 (., J. Stewart.

Mr, Fry: I suppose the trade done in
North Brisbane is in excess of the trade doue
in South Brishane ?

My. WILSON: I bave not mentioned any
hotels in Queen street. I have picked out

those hotels with a like turnover and whose
valuations one would also expect to be alile.

The following comparative figures are alse
of interest:i—

l Capital

| No. of
City. | Arca. | Populstion. ' Buildings | Value of
| and | Tateable
! | Dwellings, | Property.
i S, ML £
Brishane B i ey YO . o | 3% 44,700 11,200 7,030,660
South Brishane =4 T4 id e v 44 S0,000 2,500 [ 1,404,407
The unimproved capital value of 354 Delaney's Bohemia Theatre property in
perchies of land in Stanley street. with  Stanley strezt, noar SBouth Brisbane Railway

twelve hetels erected thereon is only £19,464,

The wunimproved capital value of 380
perches of land in the city streers, other thai
Queen  street, with twelve hotels ‘erected
thereon 1s £82,547.

Now take Baynes Brothers' wharf, shop,
and chilling-rocms 1 Stanley strcet, near
Lirt's and the Adelaide Shipping Companics,
These premizes have an avca of over 2 voods
and the value of the land is only £2.776.

Thomas Brown and Song' factory and
wharl 1 Bhort street and near Parliament
House, has an avea of 3 voods and 22 perches
which is valued at aver £17,800.

South Brishane Gas Companvy's offices and
shop, with the Queensland Nitional Bank
premises in Stanley streer, has an arvea of 36
perches, and this is valued only at £1.068.

Brishane (Gas Company’s offices and shop
near Elliett. Donaldson, and Douglas’s pre-
mises at Petrie Bight has an avea of 51
rerches, and is valued at £7,40).

[Mr. Wilson.

Station and the Vietoria Bridge, has an
area of 82 perches, which is vatued at £2,900.

The Melba Picture Theatre in Wickham
street, Valles, which is owned by William
Walron, has an avea of only 12.4 perches, and
is valued at £5,700.

The abave fignres must prove conclusively
the uprzent necessity for a valuer-gencral, if
not for the whole State, certainly for the
aven proposed in the Greater Brisbane Bill.
No berter argument eould be used to illus-
trate the ereat need for the full arvep as
proposed in the Bill and thus bring about
unifornity in valuations and an equitable
dispributioy of taxation.

To the carlise part of my speech I made
refevence ro bourtdary roads between muni-
cipalities, where the valuation was anything
from £120 1o £140 higher on the one side
than on the other.

Mr. ®17er: The impression you sevm fo
Le vreating is that the outside <hires will
curry sonie of the burden of the City Couneil.
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improvement of the Bill. Tt is his desirve.
as it is the desire of the Covernment. to do
the best bhe ean in connection with this
Tportaut measure.

Me. Srzn: Ts it the intention to have
uniforn valuetions, and that the valuation
in o place like Sandeate should he uniform
with these in the ceoiral avea?

WM, WILEON: The bon. member knows
thot that comdd vet b, A system of rural
distriets will have io D adopted such as
1oy have 10 other placcs, whore a diffevence
of BO per ent is lowrd. Fhat is dene in
Rockhampton,  Thewe is no  guiotion of
hitring up the poople in the entide arcas.
TF we ate going to heve a sueccssful Greater
Brizhane sehetae, thers is onl> one way o
Lring it about, and that is to cmbiice o
lurge aven ot the commencement. 1f we
have f G-mile vadins the diffienlties that
have occurred liotweon Brisbane and Sowh

 Brichane will be ropeated and wo  shall
pever arrive ot any (uality. and lat.y on
it will be absolutely necessary to forge oth
arcas to come in.

I aincerely hope and trust that the Tl
will pasge, Tt will fill 8 long-filt want, and
ano vhich has lieen elaiming the attention
of ke members of all local governing bodies
throughout the wrea. I have every reason
te believe that we shall get the “ame kudos
Ly passing a Bill of 1his description az we
got by pas-ing the Brizhane Tramway Trust
Bl

Alr. ELPUINSTONE (fxley): T have
listened with a great amount of interest to
the well-reasoned and unimpassioned speech
of the hon, member for Fortitude Valley,
which is indeed an object lrsson to many as
1o how informative a speech can be if it s
deliveved in the way the hon. member has
delivered his.

Nature, it seems fo me, has providad us with
a most beautifal seiting for a cily in Bris-
Dane, Visitors lere from all parts of the world
are taken to the various elevated spots 1ound
about the eity. and they one and all express
tho opinion that, so far as the natural settin
iz concerncd, Brishane is beantifully situated.
That advantage has not been taken of the
sptting is larcely due to cortain eauses which
aro likely 1o be remaoved by the introduction
of a measure of this nature. We must all
adinit that the city of Brisbane is nothing
Jike so altractive as it ought to be; and,
further, that we ave suffeving from a number
of inconveniences which there is no need to
elaborate upon, becanse I think we are all
agreed upon  that. but they layve been
tolerated by a long-suffering people.  In
other part- of the world, T make bold to say,
they sould have taken action long ago fo
have them remediad.,

One of the chief causes whr Brisbane has
not advanced in the way if should have done
15 on aceount of the division of the area.
When you have so many divided authorities
eoming inte such close conflict with one
another, as the lhion. member for Fortitude
Valley has pointed out, it is obvious that you
cannot have any comprehensive scheme for
the development of a big ecity. Then I am
afraid that what the hon, member pointed
ont is true, and that with these smaller aveas
we encourage a parochialism of outlook on
the part of our councils which militates
against that bigger comprehension and wider
development whiclh is necessarr in a  big

[Mr, Wilson.
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scheme such s the city of Brisbane should
La associated with.

Ancther point is that whilst there are so
wian loenl authoritice around the city of
Tiriabane we are unable to ouploy men big
cutigh and competent enough o fackle che
big problems associated with the core!idish-
went of o big eity. You see —ise in many
of the avoas that b is proposed to include in
this Bill where the engineer is alse acting as
shirer clovke; wnd, po matoer haw comporent
that mun may be, it stands to soron that his
sopey hat Lonite | experienee prevenrs him
having thar visinn which iz nocessave 1o lay
cut his aren i n manner which vill be a
eredit and advaniage to all concernci.

For that veasen I, in common with other

mienbevs of the Oppesition, weleome this
Bk, as an i judgment. 1t provides the only
pos=ible remedy fev the state of alluirs which
now exi-ts,
. The onl point of criticism I have to make
i5 in vogyrd fo the aven. History has shown
us thot the prosent Government are prone
f1 rush into enlerprisess whon exprerience
should show ihem that ot wonld have been
very much wisor to artuck them in o much
less comprehensive and ambitions way, Many
of thess schomes for development and entor-
prise may be wood, and probably have merit
11 them: but it depends to a large extont
upon how they are tackled as to whethes
ther are likely to succeed or otherwise. I
woiild jusi remind hon. members that the
Lankruptey records diselose weekly illustra-
tions of what befalls enterprises ond men
wha bite off more than they can eat. They
start off with good intzntions and good idess.
but their enthusiasm runs away with their
judgment.

That is the only substantial eriticizm that
I have fo make on this measure. Tt is cood
and well coneeived, but in my judgment it
would have been very much wiser had wo
proceeded more ecautionsly and taken move
time in completing the scheme. T think ir
would be much wiser to take in a amaller
area chd wutomatically bhit by bit absorh a
Inrger area, nnd so gradually work up to the
justificable 1deal of the now eity of Hrishane
which we are all anxions to see. It iz very
mueh mare diffieult to overcome the financial
chao  and disaster which follow doing too
murh at one (ime than it is to tackle the
problem piccemeal and extend as opportunity
and facilities offer. In starting o business
undertanking, one docs not launch out at
onee with a final scheme, but one chooses a
ventre and organises that thoroughly and
develops bit by bit.  As his orzanisation
allows and hiz rosources permit, so  he
oxtends his operations, and I think that
wonld be the wisor policy to adopt in this
matter, The Minister 13 ambracing an avea
which in my judgment is too big for the
prosont, T admit that, so far as the utili-
ties re eoncorned, he acknowledges that it
would be unwise to embrace them all at
ance, and thevefore T assume that. by means
of Orders in Couneil, the Goevernment will
bring within the scope of the eits of Bris-
bune authority the activities I have indi-
cated as its ovganization and facilities per-
mit. That is quite right; but I am talking
about the area to start with, because the
making of it g2 big is going to cause a lot of
inequalitios which are unnecessary and could
have been avoided had the area to be
ahsorbod been miove rveasonable at the incep-
tion.
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We propese to jump from one city of
Brizbane sich us we have at presont and
to swallow in one gulp (wo eitics, six towns,
atd  twelyve shires.  Does not  that scem
somewhat of a wholesale onder?  That s
vory ambitious: and the one eriticism that
ane mizht fairly wake of the Government's
acrivities during the last nine vears is that
the pasiticn m which ve lind ourselves and
the hnunein] stopnation which exists are
entirely due to the foo smbitious snd inex-
poeiotced manngement  of  the  preseut
Governieent, Yot we propose to thrav over-
boavd wll that experience which has been
go wostly to obisin, and to heap still more
onerans  hurdens on those who lbear tha
Pixation.

In the developiment af this scheme the
expenses of the misiakes which ave made
must by pasaed on to the taxpayer—ijust as
the mistakes of the Covernment and the
costly blunders which they have made in
thotr i=terprises rosult in the expense of
them being passed on to the taxpayer.

The Hoye SecRimary: What about the
mistakes of your Government?

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: When we do have
a Government probably the hon, gentle.
man will be surprised ot the foresight and
judgment with which the affairs of this
Stute will then be administeved, The losses
that I have indiented can be passed on, and
thoy have been passed on, so far as State
activities are concerned, for the last nine
yoears, That is why we are in the very
desporate financial position in which we find
ourselves. The snme thing ean happen in the
wovernment of this Grealer Brishane scheme,
As the hon. member for Fortitude Valley
«iid, the City Council will be a minia-
tore parliament, and the mayor n.r_ld
aldermen will have a great responsibilify in
discharging functions the magnitude of
which I do not think hon, members quite
comprehend,  Aceording to how theiv contral
iz oxoreised so will depend the taxes and
Lburdens whieh must be imposed oun rvate-
puvers, I make bold to say that the tax-
payers of Queenslund cannot stand any more
tuxation.

1t is quite impossible for men endeavour-
ing to . businesses and keep their beads
above water to stand any further hurden
in the form of taxation than those which

are imposed upon them to-day.
[11.30 a.on.] There is a limit to which anyone

ean go in that vegard, and the
Government  are absolutely killing all the
ambition and the developmenial idess of
the husiness community; and any further
imposition in that regird would just be
thar last straw that breaks the camel’s
back.

The City of Brisbane Bill has, T think
vichtly, hecome known as © Mr. Chuter's
Bill.'" 1 must commend that gentleman for
having devoted perhaps more weeks and
monthis of his life during the past few years
to a study of this meazure than any of us
have anv idea of. e has made it hiz one
groat desive to seo this City of Brisbane Bill
weome an actual reality., This is not the
first attempt he has made to put = Bill
before this House. and  each subseguent
attempt seems to be an improvement on the
first one. and fo-day I think we havo got
down 17 sumething faivly rationnl and with
which most of us quite agree in principle
and alsa  endorse the ultimate objective

[10 Ocroeer.]
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to be wimed at. The Labour party know
what an abjective means. We have heard it
so frequently expressodl that an objeetive,
so Far as they ave concorned, i3 that which
they altimately intend io srrive at, and every
cnaciment or regulation 1s a stepping-stone
towards the seeomplishment of the objective.
That is the view 1 would like to see adopted
in regard to this measure, making a 10-mile
radivs  the ultimate objective, but that
wo should be satislicd with a smaller aroa
for & time. which will gradually absorb
other arcas as ecircumstances demand, until
ithe ultimate objeetive is gained. 1 think
AMe. Chutey’s adviee {9 the D inister in having
a 10-mile vadius as the ultimate objective
was good advice; but I do contend that it 13
unwize to procced at the pace that is pro-
posell to be adopted in regard to taking this
wge aroa at one jump.

The han. member for Fortitude Valley
made relerence to this couneil being p minia-
fure parliament, and it eerrginly occurred to
me that perhaps thi=s is one of thosy steps
in the accomplishent of the Labour party’s
objeetive which has not wut Leen exposed,
and thut @ that they may l-ve had in
their minds that sooner or liter they are
%niug to obtain the veins of offics n the
‘oderal Parliament, and. if that is g0, we
knaw quite well what their platform and
intontions are in vegard o usueping much
greater powers for the Corunonwealth Par-
Iwment and curtailing the pewers of the
States: and v hat will ultimately avise from
that will naturally be that the State will be
divided into smaller areas, and allowed just
mwaore or less domestic self-governing powers.
I seems to me that this Bill may be establish-
ing one of thosa litfle eentres which they
intend to create in various parts of tho Coni-
monwealth, and, if that iz 50, one must com-
mend them for sticking to what 15 their
polivy, and making no bones about what their
ultimate intentions are. If this be the
position, T do arvgue that the ultimate suecess
n oregard to this measure will depend endively
upon the class of men whe are clected (o the,
council which will ¢ontrol this very big
aotivity  One of the great veaknesses in
public life to-day is that we are goting as
candidates & class of man to whom such
vast responsibilities =hould not be entrusted.
I ask, therefore, that those who are going to
be responsible for selecting candidates for
these varions aldormanic and mayoral posi-
tinns aim nt something high, Lecanse tha
responsibilitics are going to be grear, and,
therefore we must sce that the men wlho arve
chozen are capable of wssuming the very
grave responsibilitios that will dovelve upon
them. In these davs of adult franchise it
is difficult to get the right type of man,
Unfortunately, the man who wi?l get upen
the platform and minke the ~vildest promises
that linve the least pessibility of being
enacted is the man who, as a rule, gets the
cliief support. The man who 1 not prepured
to commut himeell to anything wild, whe is
oty prepared to offee to do his besr, unfor-
tunately does not get that suppert which
i= his due. As this Bill sccks to embrnce
ihe real home life of the ratepaver and the
veal domestie happiness of the householder,
I am hoping that the electors will rake o
different view. and will appoint to this
council men who have n sense of responsi-
Lility and a certain amount of vigion,

T wani to eall atiention to ihe position of
one of the areas in myv oclectorate that falls
within the ambit of this Bill. That is the

My Blphinstone.]
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shire of Yeerongpilly. 1 have no mandate
{rom the council to voice any complaint what-
ever in regard to this measure, and I do
not intend to use the parish pump in any
remarks that I am going to make, 1 just
use it as an illustration to show the effect
that this measurc is going to have on the
outlying arcas which are bmurlghL within the
area og the 10-mile radius. The portion of
the shire of Yecrongpilly which 18 brought
within the scope of ‘S‘lis mensult contains no
less than 73 square miles. That shive, small
g0 far as population is concerned, provides
T3 out of the 385 square miles comprised in
the proposed ares., It is nearly one-fifth of
the whole area; yet the population in that
aren is only 2,600 out of a total population
comnrised 1n the city te be of 240,000, Its
population iz one-mineticth and its area
one-fifth of the whole area; Does not that
illustrate the point 1 am trying to make—
that this portion of the shire of Yeerongpilly
is only necessary in the light of the ultimate
objoetive and eoventually 1o complete the
scheme in its entirety ¥ 1 contend that amply
illustrates my point that it will be very much
wiger to proceed cautiously in vegard to area,
and let it be known that in so many years
time the Greator Brishane area will be so
and so, but for the time being the smaller
ares will prevail. In the meantime we can
gain  experience and get inio the couneil
men competent to undertake this task. By
so doing you will have a much better prospect
of successfully controlling this most important
development. The council can include such
areas from time to time as it can properly
and easily digest, instead of risking the
success of the whole project by undertaking
the unwieldy area which is proposed under
this Bill.

Another point I wish to make—and T ask
the Minister to reply to it—is regarding ihe
compensation which this 73 square miles of
the shire of Yeevongpilly with its 2,600
eople is going to receive in return for being

rought within the ambit of this measure.
It seems to me that the very faet that we
are allowing differential rating to thosa
peaple who are engaged in primary produc-
tion is in itself an admission that we are
going too fast. I ecan hardly imagine a
Greater (Nity scheme embracing areas which
are used in primary production, as is pro-
posed in this great scheme. That is another
indication that we are going too [ast—that,
to overcome what we recognise as an
inequality and an impoesition, we propose to
allow differential rating to these peopla who
are engaged in primavy production. It seems
odd, when you lalk about the eapital city
of Brishane, that we lave to make spoeeinl
sllowances to praple who are enpazed in
primary produciion in a eity avea! As 1
suy, it is_poing ton fast, That is the only
criticism I have to lwunch at the Bill, and T
am sure that it is faivly well grounded,

The hon. member for Fortitude Valley
3}1)0!{:: in regard to valpations, snd | s sure
all hon, members were greatly interested in
the information which he gave, many of us
hearivg that information for the first time.
1 have mever hesvd such concise und clear
comparisons.  What deduction has one to
draw from the mufarmation the hon. member
has given te us? It is gurely that the valua-
tions of these outside arcas have to go up.
1f those wvaluations ga up, the rates have
aufomatically to inerease. The hon, member
may say that the council is going to take
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all these facts into consideration, and strike
a differential rate =0 as not fo make the
Lurden too heavy; but one must also take
into consideration the water and sewerage
rating, The hon, member pointed out that
the outside arcas ave paying water rates
upon local authority valuations, aud therefore
the lower the valgation the smaller the rate.
If all these propertios are to be valued on a
uniform basis, what is going to be the water
rate these people in tﬁe outside areas will
bave to pay? It will be something colossal.
The basis for water rating in Brishane is
outrageous. The waler rate enlitles us to a
certain minimum quantity of water, and not
one of us in the outside area reaches that
rating, and consequently we do not get the
water we pay for. This is all the result of
the burden the Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board has broughi about by
its sewerage system. Take an ares like
Yeerongpilly, which, to a certain extent.
enjoys tFm advantage of the water service.
If the valuations there are to be raised, and
the water rates are automatically to inevease,
1 contend that the burden on this very
sparsely populated area—in which special
provision is going to be made in the rating
of those engaged in primary procluctinn—is
going to be very heavy, in spile of all the
alleviating provisions which the Bill contains,

This matter has been long enough in sus-
pensge, and it is time we came fo some definite
conclusion. A lot of the loeal authorities do
not know where they are, and they cannot
adopt any definite form of policy, because
they are uncertain as to when this measure
is going to be enacted. T am therefore gnite
sure that we should arrive at some definite
econclusion to permit general development to
praceed,

1 heavd the hon. member for Merthyr maks
reference to @ very important question, and
that is. that an authority such as the one we
are going to create should undoubtedly be
given the control of traffie within its area.
That is most esseniinl, otherwise the inevit-
able conflict in antherity must lead to eertain
invidions positions, For the suk: of illustra-
tion. to-day we see a policeman and a Tram-
vauy Trust employee standing on point duty
doing practically ihe same work—work that
could be done by one man. That is an
absolute waste of money and efficiency. Oune
man controls the trams, and the other motor-
cars and other vehicles. In any other place
onit sees one man doing both jobs. It is
vidienlous for such a state of affairs to con-
tinue, and unquestionably the hon. member
for Merthyr was wise in his contention that
the n w authority should be given power to
control all traffic within its area,

Another point 15 this—it may be a touchy
one, but T am going to refer te it. I hope
that this new authovity will be given abro-

lute power to control the use to which their

streefs and public plicss arve going to be put
as regards gambling devices,  Unfortunately,
wo are living in days when the loeal puthori-
ties have to he protectied acainst (hizs Govern-
ment, Thot is an extraordinary position. We
vend in the debates of various loeal avthoritios
that they make this complaint: © What is
the wse of our trying to run this particular
avep in the manner we wish when the
Government can eome in and force upon us
undesirable pastimes such as these gambling
deviees that we see around, and whieh spoil
the whole eutlook and prosperity of the
neighbourhond? Look at the pathetic
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g0 object. For instanes, theve was a time
when of this House was not

the 2peaker
arvayed in ﬁxis robe, and 1 bave mti to
appreciate thot the authovity of the House
awd the dignitz of rhe Speaker were im-
proved by the Speaker not heing areayed
i his rvober, 1 was glad to note. My,
Speaker, that you subsequently adopted thit
robe, whieh adas to the dignity of the affico
yau enjoy.  Se it is with the elicE ecitizen
aof o bire ciry sueh as we propeae to sou 1
under this Bill, "o my mind the title of
“ Lovd Moy differenfintes between  the
lorger amd the emaller cities,  The (e
citizett of the chief eity in the State should
undoubtedly enjov that title, Go into other
parts of the world nnd ebscrve the position

there. We talk about the =ix big citicz in
Australia.  Five of them have ** Lord
Mavors” and onp of them hps only n
“ Mayor,” What is the iuference in the

mind of the man to whom you are speaking.
or who natices that foct?  Obviousl: i a2
that Brisbane iz a small city, not yet risen
10 the dignity of a real city, and therefore
not entitied to use the wprd *f Lord™ in
frout of the word *‘Mavor” in the desig-
notion of its chief eitizen, If iz not o matier
af unmeccssary embellishment, buf a matter
mevely of acknowledeing the dignity such
a5 will be his if this measnre is passed,
thevefore urge that, as the Government are
endeavouring to exercise some vision in this
develapinent, they attach to the chief citizen
that designation which is world-wide in its
application in the cupital cities,

The hon. memhber for Bulimba was par-
ticularly condemnpators of the business man
in loun! authority work. I am one of those
wha feel that, in order to make a man a
proper leader and controller of the destinies
of a State or a municipal aren., husiness
knowledge and experience need to be
tempered with vision, The application to
the conduct of these affaivs of ton rigid

Lusiness principles is liable tg lamper
development. fision must be introduced
with them, I, therefore, agree with the

hon, member up to this point—that all
business and no vision is a bad thing in
the control of loecal authorities; but if the
alternative which he proposer is the evil
from which we have been suffering for the
last nine or ten yemrs in Queensland, and
which has brought the State to the verge
ol financial steangulation, then I part com-
an}‘ with the hon. member. I sav that the
misiness man’s control is far preferable to
the system which has brought Queensland to
itz knees finaneially at the present moment.
Where would Quecnsland be bot for the
business men wha ave paying the taxes to
maintain the State? Wha conteibute to the
Congolidated Reverme texation in sufficient
amounts fo make it posible to sguare the
ledger, if mot the business men and the
sucees ful  aetivitics which  they heln to
support? TIn this and all other matices it
is moderation  that we want: it is the
assimilntion of varied experience, if this
schiome is to dovelop along the lines we wish
to see, T give the weasore my blessing for
what it may he worth, but T sincorely hope
that ultimate consideration will lead the Go-
vernmernt to determine that it is much betler
tn proceod slowly in regard to this doevelop-
ment, and I hope that if an omission has
been made b the exelusion of the gas and
electric light nudertaking, steps will be taken
to bring them within its ambit, becanse they
are most necessary to the suceesful accom-

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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plishment of what this Bill sets oot to
achieve.

A, TTAXNRON (Buranda): 1 congroinlate
the Miniter oi his association with the intro-
duction of tlis mensnve. To my mind, it
is the product of a good deal of thought,
anid no doubit the result of experience gained
fromn the peruzal of the large measure which
was antradnend in 1917 and the smaller Bill
Lrought down lust voar.

The Bill indicates that those vesponsible
fer it possess clenrness of vision aud a bropd
outlpalk, One very pleasing thing to notice

is the almest coriplete unanimity

[i2 noon.] in vemavd to the acceptunce of

tho prineiples ef the Bill by this
fouse. The only veal contention has been
with respect 1o the aves over which the
Gronter City Council should have jurisdiction.
T bLelieve the Minister antieipated all the
apposition that there would beon thai point,
1 wm quite satisfivd that, if the smallor vadius
¢f 5mile had been adopted. there wonld
have been n big clamour en the part of the
Teenl nuthovities without the &mile radius
aud within the proposed 10anile radius to
ceone within the seope of the measuve, if not
sr onve, then within a very short space of
time.

AMr. Fremixstoxe: Not so far as my area
is concerned,

My, HANSON: I understand that some
loeal authorities outside the B-mile radius,
and just within the 10-mile radins have car-
ried vesolutions asking to be hrought withio
the scape of the Bill.

Mr., KERR: Not inmy ared.

The Hour Secrerany : They rarried resolu-
tions both ways in the area of the hon. nemn-
lrer Tor Enoggerva.

My, IKern: No.

Mr. ITANSOXN : Two of the local authori-
ties which have carried resolutions to that
clfoct possess & greater population than some
uf those arcas that have not expressed that
disire, The hon, member for Oxley stated
that & good deal of primary production was
carvied on in some areas outside the S-mile
vading, but anvbody with clearness of vision
grid broadness of outlook, and anybody wha
has earefully watched the development and
expansion of Brisbane during the lnst few
vears, must recognise that within a ver
short period of time those portions whig
atre now engagoed in primary production must
be cut up into smaller arcas and used for
residentinl purposes. Why mnat anticipate
that, ane create a greaier area at once,
rather than wair until that development and
vxpension fakes plage,

Mre. Sizen: Some of those areas will not be
voguired for twonly yoears.

Mr. HANSON: 1 cannot agrvee with the
Fon, oentleman. In view of the huge increase
in populption during vecent vears, am
satisfiod that pravricalls the whole of those
areas will be eout up within 8 very few
vears, amd, 1f T am allowed to prophesy, T
vould -1y that possibly within five years
vory Littls of that land will be left vacant,

AMr. Sizer: Take the avea slong the road
from Bald Hills to the Spuith Pine River.
How long will it be before that land is
required ¢

Mr. HANSON : The intense population in
the innev subirbs makes it absolutely neces-
sary for people to go out further along the
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authority eleetions. I there 1s a fear on the
part of hon. members apposite that they will
not get contral of the council because of
the adult franchise, 1 do not share their
opinior=. | am saiisfiecd that the suecess or
otherwi @ o¢f the Citr af Brishape Couneil
will depend laveely upon the type of men
eleoted to it. [ mwm not now concerned
frora o party point of view who may be
eiveted, bt I desive to see tho very best
men possil’e seleeted to sit on that couneil.
T vealise they will have a very big pro-
position to deal with

IMTosoursBLE TIEMBERS:

Mr. HANSON: If business men are the
‘best men to porform such funetions, then
tet the people elect Chem. TF they arve too
much eoncorned about their business and
onlv regard o seul on the council as a
hobby, then let us get someone else. It
has been, and 15, the belief of a large
pumber of people that the business men
elected to these institutions da not iake the
business seviously; that they simply regard
it as a hobby, and something that will give
them a standing in the community; uand
they do not attend te the duties associated
with the position of a member of a local
authority as they should.

Mr. MaxweLL: The attendance of members
n}ll: the local authovity meetings does not show
‘that.

Mre, HHANSON: The attendance of mem-
‘liers at the loeal authority meeiings does not
mean anything. IF a member attends every
meeting of the council, it may show a very
good trait in his character, but perhaps
that 15 the only good trait he has. It does
ot mean that he is attending to the business
of the council. My expericnee is that the
greator part of the business is not done at the
«counet] meetings but outside.

I think the hon. member for Toowong
raised some objoction in regard o the
number of membors 1o be eclected to tho
Gireater Brisbane Council. I think he pre-
supposes that there will be a systom of con-
mittecy such as has operated iu the past.
If that were so there night be some justilica-
tion for his ohjection, but T trust that such a
system will not obitain, I hope that, when
the council s cstablished, separate depart-
ments will be set up, and that the aldermen
will become heads of departceuts with
officient nnd practical experts under their con-
irol so that the business of the couneil will he
carrivd out in an cficient mwanner. This
system of appoiuting committees has beon
the trouble in the past, and 1 hone such a
system will not operate in conuection with
the Creater Brisbane Council,  We know
that in the pasi the ordinary aldermen have
simply bren message boys,

Hear, hear!

FHon. W. II. Baryes: Is not a member of
Parliament sometimes a message hoy ?

Mr. TIANSOXN: Of course he is. That is
ane of the veasons why I advorate the aboli-
tion of the State Parvliaments, 1 realise
that a member of Puarliament to-day is
largely o messago hov, To is very hard to
avoid that. T hope that a system of depart-
ments will be vstablished in the CGreater
Brishane Council, and that the membors of
1he couneil will be given an opportunity to
attend to the big matters they will have 10
deal with, and that they will not be asked
to visit all round the district inspecting

[Mr. Hanson.
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things they know nothing about. T have
known of members of local authovities being
invited to visit portions of their areas io
look at a sircet or a road, and when they
came away they were just as wise as they
were when  they started out.  Those are
matters for experts.  Members of councils
should be prepared to take the advice of
their experts, and, if they do not agree with
them, they should wet others.  Certainly
there is no noed for the membors of couneils
to ran round looking at strects and other
propositions with yegiard to which they have
no practical knowledge whatever, It is a
waste of time, and ithey could devote their
time to matters of poliey and the big matters
with which they have to deal.

On the whole, T think that the Bill is a
very fine measure. 1 hope that it will be
carvied with very little alteration, except,
perhaps, with respect to a  still further
widening of the powers conferred on the
cauncil with mg‘arc‘ to loans. T am satistied
that the Bill will do away with a consider-
able amount of the dual covirol that exisis
under the present loeal authority system.
While T do not wish to deprecate that system
in any way. [ am satisfied that the new
measure will give Brisbane and ite suburbs
a chance to expand in the wuay they should
expund.

My, SIZER (Sundgate): The period of
time which hns elapsed for consideration
sinee the first City of Brisbane Bill was
introduced into thie Chamber in 1017 has
been of considerable importence, and lends
weight to the argument that possibly it might
be advisable at the present juncture to adopt
a smaller area than is outhined in the Bill.
We should then be allowed time to davel-nP.
and after having gained a considerabla
amount of experience in the meantime we
could take on the responsibilities of the
greater area. The experience which has
been gained by our capable officers, such as
Mr., Chuter, who has devoted so much time
to the Bill and has changed its provisions on
several oceasions, is an evidence that possibly
even mow we have not got the best scheme
that can be cvolved, and that is an argument
which should be consjdered.

The general prineiple of a Grooster Brisbana
schome s aecepted by everybody in the area
coneerned. It is troe that, with s few excep-
vions, the main eontention between hon,
moentbers 15 as 10 the advisabilitz of extend-
ing the area fo the maximum extent in the
first oncet, or whe'her it should be taken
piceemenl ns experience adyises. I have
loaked at the matter from various points of
viow, and T ecan quite sympathise with the
hon. member for Oxloy, who has the shire of
Veeronepilly in his clectorate, which, I think
it will be admiited, has vory little to gain
irom eoming info this scheme. The same
veminrk anplies to the Moggill Shire,  Pro-
bably the cuse of these areas for exclusion
at tho pre-ent time is particularly strong.
(On the other hand, there are very sivong
arouments why a town like Sandgate should
be ineluded even in the initial stages, T
hope thar 1 shall not be considered parochial
if 1 take up a Httle of the time of the
House in dealing with that aspect of the
question, We know thet no two shires even
in the outside nrea are exactly in the same
category, A ci‘y built near the coast must
neturally have an outside watering place, in
order that the people may have bathing
facilities and other benefits. The Sandgate
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Towa Council has endaavoured, with the
Timited capital from vates at ils disposal,
to provide all the faeilities possible in that
direction. But the Sandgate Council finds,
naturelly encugh, that the maintenance of
the foreshores is too E]l'ent an undertaking
for 1t to maintain, and the cost becomes a
very heavy deain on the loeality, Nevertho-
less, thase foreshores offer g tromendoos
advantuge to people who go into the arca on
holidays.  Thase people must hove breathing
spures, therefore a large aren of parks and
similur land has to be maintained. So far
the people of the Sandgate area have been
«ealled upon to finanre their maintenance
enrively, but to give visitors the bLenefits
which evervbody would like to offer is quite
beyond their financial powers without taxing
themselves to an undoe extent. For that
reason I am safe in saying that, although
it may not be advantageons to all districts
to go in for a vast scheme, vet there are
isoluted arens which are really suburbs of
the eity although thore may be lurge inter-
vening areas of parely rural land,  There-
fore =uch suburbs pust be considered as
pirts of the Greater Brisbane, and no doubt
will have to come into the scheme during
its initiul stages. Nevertheless we are place
in a serious difficulty. Naturally the people
of Brisbsne want to get to the coast at the
nearcst possible point, the majority by rail,
and those who are able to afford it bi? motor-
-car. The latter must have some fneilities
for travelling with a reasonable amount of
comfort. To<day anybody who goes to Sand-
nﬁl'u by mmotor-car will admit that it is any-
thing but a pleasure, and, although Sandgate
may be a very beautiful place, T very much
doubt whether an ynbiassed person wiﬁ admit
that he is comprmsated thereby for the very
rough journey he has to encounter. That is
a state of affairs that eannol continue much
longer. The Main Roads Board has refused
to do wnything, and so a considerable popu-
lation is practically isolated, but at the same
time is asked to provide facilities for the
people of the city of Brisbanc, 1t is finan-
cinlly impossible for them to do it, and 1
am one of these who sar that, if the peaple
of Brisbane want Sardeate beautified and to
have & good road io Sandgate, they should
pay for it. We in Bandgate would like to do
it. Wa have dene the brit Ve can, hut it
it financially impossible for us te continue
trying to make Sandgate a suburban area
for the people of Brishane at our own
exnense,  From that point of view 1 ¢an
anly coneeive that Sandgate ns o town has
all to gain and nothing to lose from 1his
Bill.  But then—and here is where my diffi-
oulties eome in, and where T sympathise
with the hon. member for Oxloy—we embrace
also an outlying part of the Kedeon Shive in
the nerehbourhond of Bald Hills and adjoin-
ing nplaces, where the farming community
will have to face the selfsamoe responsibili.
tir . and burdens as the people of Sandgate.
and, amongst other things, have to pay for
the npkeep of a road frem which they will
derive no great henefit, if any, for many
venrs to eome. It is doubtful whether for
a generation, at any rate, the people of that
aren_will gain any benefit from entering
tha Granter Brisbane arca. The only thing
in whieh their condition will differ from
theiv present condition s that they will
liave to earry their shave of the burden of
the =cheme,

The Tlowe SECRETARY :
cut up into building sites.

The land will he
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Mr. BIZER: The hon. gentleman will
find thar it is a long way from Bald Hills to
Brisbane to start with, and a big part of the
land there is ton low for building sites,
although excellent sgricultural land. Tt is
land which would be condemned as building
S11e5,

Thr Hoxe Secnrerany
would apply,

Mr, SIZER: The people in those arcas
are bettor off to-day from that point of view
than they would be if they came under the
Bill. It must bo very many years before
any benefit could aecrun in that direction,
When I say that, I um convineed that some
bencfits will acerue to the town of Sandgate,

1 want to point cat that the town
[12.30 p.m.J of Sandgate is guite entitled to

take its full share of the addi-
tional financial vesponsibilit |, provided it
obtains additional benefits, ~ On the other
hand, there are othor areas which will be
compelled to take an inereased share of the
financial responsibilities without obtainin
any proportionate inercase in benefits, ang
T would ask the Minister to consider
sevicusly if it is uot possible to devise a
scheme which would be more practical in
criating a vommunity of interests than the
scheme contained in the Bill

The Howe Secrerary ; The same arguments
were applied in connection with the Railways
Guarantee Act,

My. SIZER : That may be so. The hon
member for Fortitude Valley referred to the
differentiation in the matter of valuutions,
and he gave me the impression that the
Brisbane City Council had made the valua-
tions =0 high that they had breome a burden,
and, as the outside loenl wuthorities had not
inereased their valuntions to the sume extent,
antd as the Trishane City Council ecould not
pass on the burden, theve was only one way
1o deal with the situntion, and that was to
pass this Bill so that the burden could be
spread over o greater aven, and a portion of
it be borne by people living in the outlying
districts. We know perfeetly well that the out-
Iying areas will have to bear more than their
fuir sharc of the loan indebtedness if they
eome under the scheme, The House is aware
that the total Josn indebtedness amounts
to sometliing in the vegion of £9 per rate-
payer within the 10-mile radius, and nearvly
£40 por eatoparer within the 5-mile radius.
The outside areas will therefore have to
necept o bigger shave of that responsibility.
I have po objection to those who are going
to get some benefits under the Bill aecopting
those vespansibilitios, but, on lLichalf oF tho
farming community, T ecrtainly do object
to those vespnnsibilitics being placed upon
their shoulders v hen they are going to gain
notiing by if. The hon, member for Oxley
emphasised the fact that, if the burden of
the vitluntions imposed by the Metropolitun
Water Supply and Sewerage Tloard and the
present Brishbane City Council are to be
vetended o cortain outlying areas. the hur-
den is going to bo very censhing indeed, Tt
has bren advoeated that the Metropolitan
Waier Supply und Sewerage Board should
come under this scheme 1mmediately, but
even if that were done I do not think it
is possible to devise any scheme at the
momenit which is going to improve reason-
ably the pesition of that body, because they
have gone too far and have commitied the
community to certain schemes which will
have to be carried out. I can see nothing

Mr. Sizer.]

Diffevential rates
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but a tremendous additional burden being
placed on the community. If there is one
concern more than another which shonld
Tave boen consideved nnder this scheme, from
the point of view of relieving the burden of
the valuations, it is the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board. 1 sineevely
hope that the people in the outying areas
will not be called upon to pay for the colossal
blunders of the Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Boavd. TUnless some special
provision is mads, [ ran see nothing to pre-
vent that happening, I appeal to the Minis-
ter to give the ourlving areas—particularly
the rural aveas, which have nothing to gain—
some protection from the burdens of the
Metropelitan Water Bupply nnd Sewerage
Board.

I now wuant to <deal with the question of
valuations. TProvision is certaiuly made for
differ ntial valuations. T asked the hon,
member for Foriitude Vallew whether the
valuations in Sandgate wounld be based on
thy wvaluations prevailing in the city of
Brisbanc? T azk the Minister that gquestion
now. becruse it is of viral importance. If
thore i= o be ymiform vating, with preferen-
tirl wvaluatienz in the arveas engaced in
primary prodaction, we lave reason to
bolieve that rhe ourlying areas, which are
purely suburbng and residentinl aress, will
have their valvarions very lovgely inereased.
The people of Sandgate have 1o travel 12
miles to vench the city.  Naturally their
valuations should not he anything like as
high as the valustions in Trhaca, wheve the
peaple ean veach thir homes in a short
space of time by raking a 3d. naem. If
the valuations in Ssndeate are to be on
the samo hssic as in Ithaca. then. with
the 7. ner vent, ineeease in railway fares, it
will Be n luxury to live there: and only
these peopls  will live there who have
interests, which they probably eould not get
out of. and thase who ave compelled o o
sa for health vensons. Tt will be very unfair
if the peaple of Sandgate have their pro-
pertics valued on o par with the land in
the city of Brishane, and. in addition, have
to pay railway fares 1o and from the city,
1f thore is any areument at all in favour of
preferenrial valuanion ir is becouse of that
fact. Other towns in the same category as
Sandmate  shonld  alca have preferential
valuations, T would like to know from the
Minister whether it is inrended to strike
diffrventin]l valustions in those areas. oo is
it the intenrion to confine those valuations
to land that 15 used whelly for primary
production ?

Tho Iove Seeverary: That will probably
be dealt with lates,

Mr. BIZFR: T hope the Minister will deal
with it later. Frem the general point of
view there iz % distinet advantage to he
gained in eo-ordinnting the various services.
Lack of ro-avdination in the past has made
it difficult to deal v ith nuisaners or matters
affecting the health of the publie. T have
had oxmerience in ane or two divections
where the overlanping of eonrrol has pre-
vented muisances being remedied. Tn trsing
to denl with them [ was reminded of the boy
who was a hit of a feol at school whom
wo used to send from one to apother with a
note reading * Send the fool on further”

We are sent from one local suthority to
another. then to the Home Department, the
Health Department, the Marine Department,

[Mr, Sizer.
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and the Fisheries Department, and, when
one s finished, he finds that be has been
chasing his shadow all the time. There has.
been an absolute waste of time and money
and an anpnlim% lack of administration in
that direction. If this scheme does nothing
olse hut co-ordinate these matters and bring
them under the control of one direct autho-
rity, some benefic will acerue to the general
community, The attempt in the metrapoli-
tar area to bring about the mmavafouf-
nuisances and so forth provides a life-long
task for any one man, and the people are
sick' and tired of the present futility of the
artempt, That is one reason why many
people are prepared to aceept this schems
without going mere fully inte the bhigger
nuestions imvolved. T am a strong advacate
for vegulations governing & pure food uand
mille supply: but T am going to oppose any-
thing favenring municipal enterprise. or con-
reol of treding in any shape or form. I
shall not give one moment’s consideration to
any proposnl to pass trading  enterprises
over ta the control of the counecil. If I
thought that was a vital feature of the
scheme I would appose the schieme on that
point alone, ivvespeetive of any good aceruing:
in other directions, We have had sufficient
lessons as to the fuiility of State control of
trading  enterprises, If the experience of
the Covernment, as evidenced by the
Auditor-General's reporf, is not sufficiently
convinecing, then we shall never be con-
vineed. T can see no benefit that will acerue
to the people of the Stafe throuzh Btate
trading. Even if the Minister is able to
show that any concern he is conducting has.
shown some shadow of profit, and hes done
this or that. or that the State coalmines
have been beneficinl to the Railwav Depart-
ment. we must take the other side of the
Iedger, and in this partienlar cnse ywe know
ihat the Blair Athol mine has been ;racti-
oally closed down as a result of Stute
trading.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! Order!

Mr SIZER: I point that ont only i@
emphasise my contentign that no advantages
are to be derived from municipal trading.
T am quite satislied that, although the Min
ister may profess to see some allered adven-
tage here or there, the loss in the general
community mare than outweighs the alleged
Benelit. 1 have o intention of supporting:
olansrs of the Bill which authorise gpm‘m[
tradine on the part of the Greaier Brishane
Council, At the same time lol me make a
distinction between ordinary tyeding apd
the control of meneral publie wilities, such
as the tramways.

The LioME SECRETARY:
oyvery public utility.

V. RI%ER: There is ¢ clear distinetion,
and T do not wish to he misunderstood in
that vesnect, Tt would be n distinet weak-
ness it we eould mot regulate electrie light
nnd gas under such a Bill as this, The arcu-
ment I want to put forward now 1= one on
which T cannot understand the attitude of
the Governmenr. Although they ave so keen
fo hring a vast arca within the scope of this
Rill, they have not made any provision for
ihe vorv things that arve essentinl for the
people in the greater area.

Therr i¢ mnn intention at the prosent
mement to take over the water and sewerage:
srstom or transit. People living in the out-
lying aveas want transit concessions, and they

QOr in rezand to
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of half the indebtedness of those inside that
radius who have sn indebtedness of about
£40 per head. He is asking tliem to pool
their debts. Those of us who will be asked
to carry the extra burden withour having
anything to show for it say thut in the
uture a very large proportion of the new
lonn money should be apent in our areas in
order to bring about o fair condition of
things, If we are to take a sharo of his
responsibility, then greater oconsideration
should be shown to ws. When the Minister
gliv:-.'a some thought to the suggestion, 1
think that he will see that it is onl. equituble
and reasonable. Otherwise, what ave we
going to gain by this scheme? Eyerything
will ﬁw spent in the vicinity of Queen street,
We shall never got any benefit, but we shall
have to carry the burden. 1 ask the Minister
to consider the matter, and lay down the
rinciple that an extra portion of the future
oans shnll be spent outside the S-mile area.
The suceess of this scheme will largely
depend on the personnel of the eouneil, and
every oncouragement shonld be given to get
the very best men to underfake the work,

The IHowe Seemerany: The electors of
Sandgate will eleot the alderman for Sund-
guto,

Mr. SIZER: 1 am awarve of that, but I
nm not satished in my own mind that the
hest men will be secured because of the vast
amount of minor. or what 1 might call
paltry, work that will have to be done.

; 'I‘;:e Hoxe Seceerary: They will not have
a do it.

Mr. SIZER: They cannot help it. Very
often through foree of circumstunecs the
Minist ‘v has to deal with paltey things, and
rautters which are really bencath his notice.
If he did not he would scon lese his seat,

Ale. WARREN (Murrumba): As a country
muember I have not a great deal of intorest
in this Bill, but. as it affects the city, it
must indivectly affeet the cowutry, uml in
some respects to 4 great extent.  Everybody
agrees that there is need for u Greatoer
Brisbane urea, but the complaint of muny
hon. members is that the area provided in

the Bill is too large to commence

12 pm] with. We agree that there shonkl

a Greater Brishane area, and
for the life of me. on looking at the map,
I eannot sce why Redelifie should not be
just as much a part of the Greater Brishans
areq us any other outlying place, Redeliffe
will be one of Brishane's grentest breathing
spacs, if not a residential ares. I am of
the opinien that in time the trams will form
the meuns of communieation between Red-

eliffe and Brishane.

Alr, Riorpay: Nat necessarily

Mr. WARREX: I agree thst it is not
nocessarily so.

Mr. Riorpax: There are far better places
than Redchiffe,

Mr. WARREN: I canont agree with the
hon. gentleman; he is talking nonsense, If
he had been to Redeliffe he would not say
a thing like that. If there is one place in
Queensland that is cuited to be a watering
ﬁ]h(‘l" and health vesart for Brishane, it is

edeliff-. At the present time Redoliffe is
aceessible to a cerfain extent, but, if it was
made more accessible to the city worlkers, it
would he a godsend to the citv. T have
m@da every representation and done every-
thing possible to see thut Redeliffe benefitad

[Mr. Sizer.
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by this seheme, as Redeliffe has move righi
to come under the scheme thav a lot of asri-
enltural arcas. The inolugion of Redeliffe
wounld mean an immense advaniage to the
seheme,

I ror to deal mare partieularly with
matiers affecting the bealth of the com-
muoniry, pavticnlarly the milk supply. That
aspect hus been fairly fully deslt with by
the hon, member for Sundgeuate, The clunse
in the Bill which is supposed to give the
Greater Brisbane Couneil power to take con-
trol of the milk supply empowers it to take
control of everything that 1s connected with
human life, even the morals and the happi-
ness of the peeple. I s not convineed that
the Bill dees give the power to deal with
the milk supply. The Home Secretary has
been considering o Bill to give the eouncil
that power, and we have heard about that
Bill for some considerable time. Tt will be
necossary to have some municipal eontrol of
the milk supply, but 1 believe the scheme
has not been econsidered seriously enough.
The milk supply of the city is one of the
most important things connected with the
health of the community, but at the present
time it is only being played with. For
vears T have been bringing under the notice
of the (Tealth Department the necessity for
doing somcthing in this respect. There is
no guarantee under this Bill that something
will be done to improve the position. There
is no guaradntee thar the milk will be received
and distributed for consumption in_ the
proper manner.  The hon. member for Sand-
gate mentioned one matter which must
appeal to cvergone, and that is that the milk
iz lefr ar the various dwellings in open jugs,
and no teps are taken to prevent cats and
pevms from having aceess to it. The posi-
tiom 1= worse in regard to restaurants. The
control is at present divided. and divided
contral eans no control, I want to know
what the control of milk is going fo be
under the Bill,

The AMinister also mentioned that a central
reeeiving depdt will have to be established
for milk, One of the chief troubles in con-
nection with the milk supply of Brishaue is
that it is received everywhere and in any
condition.  Separate control will not result
in an improved milk supply. Other coun-
tries are woing in for the bottle system. Tt
would not matter how the supply of milk
is rogulated on the farms, or if the man
wmilking a cow is compelled o wear a yniform,
snless it i rvewulated in some way after it
has left the central receiving depot.

The Howe Secrerary: That iz a matter
for regulation under the Bill. The city of
Brisbane has never hed o permanent medical
officer.  Under this scheme the couneil will
be in a position to initinte all these matiors.

Mr. WARREN : We have constantly heard
about the mcthods that are going to
adopted under this Bill to pratect the health
of the people in regurd to the milk sapply,
bot I eannat see how we are any nearer o a
solution to<lay.

The Hoye Stenerary: The trouble is that
the country loenl authovities have their
heslth officers, and a number of the local
authorities in the eity have not seen fit to
appoint one. and have been nsing the officers
of the Health Department.

Mr, WARREXN: I bhave vet to learn
whether the Brisbane City Council ov the
Home Secretary’s Department controls the
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health of the eity. While this Bill is going
through T want to see the health of the
people protected by efficient and up-to-date
methods in the distribution of milk. One of
the reasons why the city has not a good milk
supply is because the price in season when
thero is a glut of milk is not sufficient
inducement to the daivy former to produe
milk under veasonubly healthr econditions.
At present the inspeetion of milk is made
nnder the Iealth Aet.

The HoMe SECRETARY : You are wrong,
Mr. WARREN: I am not.

The Hoxg Secremey: You pre. The
trouble iz that the local authorities in the
country appoint their own medical officers
to supervise health matters, but, when the
milk is veceived in Brishane. its inspection

is left by the councils 1o the ealth
Depariment.

Mr, WARREX : T do not deny that, The
Ton, gentleman chavges a foe of 10s. for
regm‘te‘nug dairies.  What is the meaning of
that? If the hon. gentlemun has nar con.
trol. why charge 10s. for registration ?

The Howe BecRETARY : Wo ha ot
only over the distribution of mil}:c iri“ig?igl

une,

Mr. WARREN :
are nor healthy,

The SPEAKER: Orvder! The houw.
ber is nor dealing with the Bill,

Mr. WARREX : This Bill shou i
Eome guarurtes that the old svsu.-u[:d i:o ;::?:12
ta be wiped out, and I cannot sce that that
puaraniee cxizts. 1 am reeviving informa-
tion from two differ. nt sources, nhie of which
tells me that such anthoriry i5 contained in
¢laugo 35, but the Homo Secrotary admits
that ir is not. The Assistunr Home Secro.
}':::"“11:“- evien |ll‘(‘.p;1r(.*d to enll & econferonce

oonnpose of ge i J i
e ¢-nnuer€wd. getting into touch with

The Houwe Srcrrrery: Tho
I'I.flfl'l'f(‘d hy this Bill is that
tributed in Brisbane.

Mr. WARREXN : How ean the distributi
nlone affeet the milk® Ty rnn:o:.“ i

The Howe Secrerary: The only bearing
on this subjeet that ean Lo discussed fo-dav
ix the distribution of milk; that is the only
fuestion affecred by the Bill :

Mr. WARREN: We have hoen so lTon
working undor a loose system thar ir is rim%

we hud a complete svsrem for he
Brisbrge. 1 1stem for the people of

Generally the dairy cows

maen-

only milk
which is dis-

In the first place, the sucecss of this Bill
will depend upon the fnanein point of view,
It raust be a succes finanecially 1f the neces.
Eary administeation is to he cffective, 1 <o
not know how we ure woing ta make the
administeation offceiive unles: we adopt &
complete 51 stem. It would be advisable to
start off with the two cities of Brisbano and
South Brishane, and amalgamate them, If
the Bill i bronghi in ta consolidare the
utilities, hew is it those utilities are leit
ouf, to he brought ander the comtrol of the
council ot a later date at the diseretion of
the Governor in Cooneil?  Undonbtedly the
Minister is actuated by a desive 1o bring
alont better conditions. hut he i tuking
practically half the population of Queens-
land snd handing them over to the adminis-
tration of twenty men in Brishane, who will
have to attend to the whole of the functions

[10 OcTonER,]
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of the vouncil, 17 one reads clanse 34 in a
broad scuse, it will be sven that the hon.
Fﬂutlemun is handing over the whole of the
unotions af ety government to those men.
It is antended to bring about a more com-
plete svstem of loenl government than was
ever previously teicd o Brisbane, so much
so th t one hon. member on the other side
admirred thut it was o tep in the divestion
o serting up provineial counecils,  What s
sorvy state of affuivs far n Government whe
Bave heen in office ten yenrs to admir that
they wre so fay from having a policy of
mnieipal government that they now doesire
to alter the whole ferm of that government!
That s what it means. The Government
knew thar, owing to their lack of business
merthod  they Lave brought about a certain
condition. end they now want to alter the
whole method of loenl government. If that
is going to be the case the Bill is going to
Le a rank failure. and it will not be for the
advancement of the State. It merely means
that we shall have an additional rwenty
members of Parlioment with s remuneration
of £400 a year each. It is only extra
expense,

Our reason for desiving the amalgamation
of the shite and city councils is because wea
wish 1o leson expenditure: but I cannot see
that this measure is going 1o lessen the
expenditore one fraction, 1 can zee a
leesoning of expenditure in the ity of Bris-
Lisne, but there will be an inerease of expen-
diture in nall the outlying arcas. While
there i geing to be dilferentinl treavment
in the matter of valpivg farming and busi-
ness areas, the whole thing will mean a very
creat inerense i the amoont of rates, wit
no compensating =dvantage.

What are we going to get in the ]‘llac?
of the prosenr systom of local government?
Tike the farming lands. 1s is likely. when
the predominance of the voting power is in
the centro of the city, that the few farmers
in the ontlying districts will be considered?
It is a =tupid blunder to include these farm-
ing fands 1 the CGrenter Brisbane avca. If
the Government want to give a Grearer
Brisbane scheme a trial. let them give iv
a trial on a smaller seale, and nor bring
tlicse fayming lands into the scheme at
present, Thers is everything in faveur of
starting on the smaller seale, and absoivrely
nething aguinst it,  Every hon, membor in
thi= Chamber stauds for amalgumation in
order to bring about more clfective working
i the lessening of overhead oxpenses: ver
at the same time thoso not shackled by party
would like 1o see the aren of the Greater
Thishane extended gendually. The Govern-
mont have provided for the greater area
no'w beennse they do net believe that it can
be  brought in nfterwnrds, If ther ha
thought it would Do possible to inerease

the avea as we go along. am quite
zavisfied they wounld have been prepared
ie eommence with a smoller nrea. While I

do tand for n Greater Brisbane city. most
tmaphatiealls 1 do pot stand for farimn

lands being bronght into the scheme. It
means that the farmers are going 10 have
a heavy burden placed on them. Tt is not
muech good for a farmer to be near the eity,
as the lande at present elose to the city are
overcapitalised, and the iden that thess men
will eut up theiv favs for closer setilement
is preposterens.  Alvendy we have too many
“yacks " cutting up land.  Sufficient land
lias been eut up to satisfy all requirements
for fifty years ahead. This Bill is goinge to

My, Warren.]
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inerease the aitractiveness of land outside
the Greater City area. At present people
living at Caboolture and at all stations this
side of Cahoolture come into the city, and it
is going to have the tendency of not increas-
ing the populaiion of the city, but of driving
the population outside the city houndaries.
The Home Secretury will be well advised
if he will seriously consider whether it is the

roper thing to inelude the whole of these
“farming lands in this Greater Brisbane avea.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): T suppose,
as a country member, T should not worry
vers much about what happens to the Bris-
Lone peoplo under thi  Greater Brisbane
selieme, but I do worry about the tragedy
that is going to happes to the businesses of
snme people who ave engaged in the calling
thaot ]] follow. 1t is not a guesren of the
benelits 1o be derived. Whatever benefits
iy eome in the future are very remote, and
the Imveden imiedinwly placed uypon them
will be so heavy that it will not be worth
their while to eome into the stheme. As
far as the eitv of Brisbane is concerned, 1
dn mnot anticipate that it will make very
nuieh diffeernce whethor woe provide for the
smaller or the lavger seea. It will be just
the same with Bristane, It will be badly
governed, it will have dirgy backyards and
as many ‘' pubs,” and it will be just the
sume burden on the rest of Queensland that
it i= now. I da net think things are going
w Le altered. There is o lacge number of
eaple who depend on the produes of the land
for o living, and, =eeing how these poople
will bo {reated wnder the Bill, 1 think there
hias been a good case put np for tho restric-
tion of the area. The position of these people
ought to be considered. They have to get
their living from the areas which they work.
Under the Bill their valuations will be the
same as in the other parts of Brisbane, and
their rates will be the same, They will have
to par water and sewerage rates without
getting any benefit at all. They will not
have much tepresentation on the council.
Theve iz no provision for benefited areas
being declared with vespect to lonn expendi-
ture. At the present time some of the local
suthorities in the avea bhave inourred very
lintle debt, but under this Bill they will
be made responsible for a higger debt. There
will not be so much attention given to their
Toads, and nothing whatever will be done to
help them to produce more and give them
a better market. They will veceive 1o
venelit for many _cars to come.

Mr. Dasi: You were over here for fifty
wears and did nothing.

AMr. DEACON: The hon. member for
Mundinghurra. who represents an outback
avea of the country, should agree with me
when I say that it is erucl for the prople
in the outside areas to he browght in in the
raanner propesed under this Bill. T heard
one hon, member on the Government side
say that we zhould tuke a broad outlook.
It appears 1o me that the advocstes of this
scheme in Brishane are taking a broader
outlook. They have looked outside to sce
how many farmers ihey ean bring in. so as
0 get more revenue for the city of Brishane.
Their broader outlook has not been for the
benefit of the people outside, but simply to
get them in and see how mueh they can geb
aut of them,.

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: Why are
«rou stonewalling ?

[Myr. Warren.
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Mr. DEACON: I do not think that any
member in the House should be accused at
this stage of stonewalling on a Bill of this
deseription, A measure like this ouzht to
be thoroughly discnzsed. The case of the
people who are going to be badly treated
unider it shouldl be fully considered, I can
cuite understand the indifference which is
being shown when I look at the empty back
benches on the Government side,

The Houme SECRETiRY : Look af your own
btk benches, .

Mr. DEACON: I am sorry to sce the
Government perpetuating the same stupid
blunder in this Bill as they did when they
introdused  the adult franchise into local
povernment in Queensland. It is a blunder
and & crime that people who have to do all
the paying shuul-]l not have a faiver share
in local government than
Lrosent.

Mr. Grepsox: Do you think they should
have all the voting power?

Mr. DEACON: They should bave all the
voting if they do all the paring. If you alter
the system of vating you shounld alter rthe
methad of paving, The people who find the
money for h)(.nl authovity work should shave
in proportion with others in regard toe the
franchise ; but thot is not the rase at prosent.
Hon. members opposite ought (o realise that
in many cases duving the last three or four
vears they hwve made pgreat blunders in
administration through pat listening to the
sugcestions put forward by the Opposition.
1f they had taken notiee of the sugzestions
made from {ime to time the conditions in
Queensland  generally would have been
better. and so would the conditions of the
local authorities all over the State. I am
not going to follow up that guestion at this
stage excent to say that hon. members on
this side protest against it. If T did so
I would be ruled out of order.

The SPEAKER;: The hon. member must
connect his remarks with the Bill.

Mr. DEACON: There is no provision for
any benefited areas under this Bill. and it
is noeessary that theve should be. There iz
no provision for any poll on the guestion of
Inans, and that means that the producers in
these outside arcas will have no voice, ov at
any rate a very small voice in the matfer
of raising loans. They have ta bear a large
proportion of the burden without getting ang
of the benefits, and under those conditions
I do hope that we shall have the principle
of benefited avcas recognised.

T notice that the Home Seerctary said thar
the main objeet of this Bill is to bring in
greator revenue.

The HoxME SECREIARY :
that?

Mr, DEACON: The hon. gentleman said
it by way of interjection zcross the Chamber.
He said that there would be sub-departments
to deal with cerlain things, and that they
would have more revenue.

The Houe SEcrersry : I never said thar.

Mr. DEACON: TFrom what I heard 1
understood the Minister to say that in an
interjection to the hon, member for Sandgate.

The Howe Seoperary: I said that it wonld
be a saving.

Mr. DEACOX ; T understood that the hon,
gentleman said that we would have more
revenue. Ile was replying to the contention

they have at

When did T say
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rates  especially expenses in connection with
unrepracuctive work, might involve property
up to its maximam value, It is that element
which has ontered into the legislation of the
present party in power that has broughi
Queensland inte the position she s in to-dey.
Recognising thut faet, and secing the results
we pan sre—I would nov be in order in
onlarging ou thom, and it is only necesary
for me to mention them—some safeguard 1o
the savings of the thrifty is necessary in the
measire we are desling with.

Brishane is eomparatively a small town,
and 1t soems to me that o Banile radius is
quite sulficient at the eommencement of the
schierne.  As the couneil gets used to its work
and shows its capabilitits for conducting the
affairs of that arca. and as the outer zone
becomes more populous, it ean be gradually
extenided, That is a very reasonable way to
view the matter.

T am not opposed to the Bill at the sccond
reading stage, but there is a necessity for
very important altevations when we eome
to the Committee stage, especially in the
mattey of the franchise. I am a ratepayer
and have property in South Brishane, and
so have a right to speak on the matter, It
ssoma unjust that the whole result of our
toil should be at the merey of casuals who
Eappen to blow in and who are elected on
their promises to do eerrain grest publie
works, nor because they will be reproductive,
but because they will afford relief. Tt is
unjust that we should ba exposed to the risk
of their legislation, and [ therefore hope that
the Bill will be very considerably altered
when we get into Committee,

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwiek): Though
not a ity man in the sense of being o vepre-
sentative of an- city electorate, vet in other
regherts one's interests come (o the surface,
and  naturally lead one to form cerfuin
opinions. Tt is here that 1 find myself in
conflict as s eily man versus the country
man, That leads me to & via media aspeet
of the case.  As a city man, knowing the
growing buydens that ave being heaped upon
the eity and the city man, one looks abroad,
and 15 rveady to take others in to share the
responsibilitics and bear the burdens. But
instinetively I am & conntry man. and my
svmpathies are largely with the countey men.
Whilst admiring the wvision of those who
Inok shead in this great scheme. 1 ecannot
but think that the area deeided upon is
sliogether in excess of what should be under-
taken, T therefore allow a vweight of thought
and svimpathy to come in to a large extent
in favour of those who live in areas nor yet
touched by nndue taxation—such areas as
the Mowpgill Shire, which was referred to
this morning. 10 I undersiand vightly that
shire bas an area of some 73 square miles
and has between 2,000 and 3.000 people, The
srea  populated by that small number of
prople represents one-fifth of the whole area
10 be brought under the City of Brishane
Bill and they are free of all debts. Those
peaple nre to come into this scheme and
grociously take upon themselves the respon-
sibility of bearing their pro ratd proportion
vl the citv burdens with the rvatepaper of
the city. There it is that the thing is unfair.
OF course it will be suid that there is to be
preferential rating in the matier of country
areas, but that will in ne way be an induce-
ment to the smaller farmer or to the bigger
furmey to tuke upon himself the huge respon-
sibilities which are coupled with improve-

[Mr, Swayne,
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ments o be worked out not only to-day but
thoze that are to be conceived in the future,
They are going to bo a mighty thing. Cer-
tain it is that the usual expenditure will
continue to take place in the move im}[mrtant
cinfres in and around the ecity.  The out-
I=ing eenrees, to which lroad veference has
Leen mode. will certainly enjoy the benefit
of some of the improvements made from
time o time, vet they are oot ogoing to
paviicipate 1o the fullest extent in the advan-
tages thar will accrne to the citr. ore
may be the allvound patrviotie freling, ** Tt
iz our citv.’” and that kind of thing; but,
when the pocket is touched, very freguently
sympathy dwindles down ta g Jarge extent.
I thervefare feel that, while the coneopiion is
fine and while the eopportunity should be
afforded to the people living in the outside
cenires to come in ré_\' and by. the time for
them to come in 18 not yet. It may be the
vicht thing by and by, and we should be
prepared to make it casy for these contres
to come in at o time when quite convenient
to them. It may be that, as a result of
the experience gained in the smaller scheme,
the outside people will find that it will be
t their advantage to throw in their lot
with the people already in the Greator Bris-
hune scheme,  Bur if they do so now they
will find themselves face to fice wit
increased expenditure.

Take the water and sewerage scheme. I
am not sure how it will be affected, buy by
#nd by there will have to be a good deal of
epreading of the responsibility in connection
with that activity, It may not apply at
the present rime, but it is a burden that is
going to be placed on the whele of the
prople. and that burden will lead the eity
people o say, ** Let those outside come in
snd share the difficulties of the position with
s ™ They will have to realise, too, that
wew valuations will have to be made, and
will of necessity be made, and, however
inviting it may be to those in the outside
areas 1o feel that there will be preferential
freatinent te some extent, yet that is not
going to be neh of an inducement fo them
1o cane in.  Whilst those ouiside the 5-mile
radius should not be brought in straight
away. the way should be made easy for them
to come in luter on if they think it advisable.
T: 15 not wise to voerce the ouilying centres
to eome in at the present time.

Referenee hips been muade to the franchise.
T understand that many a city man wha
his not a vote at all now will have a vota
under the new conditions. The right thing
is for the ceeupier or owner to have a voto
in econnection with matters which have to
do with expenditure and the burden they
will have to bear. It is not right for a man
to <dictate to you as to the amount you are
to expend, and to eall upon you to pay the
piprr. Thar does not seen to be a fair
thing. Whilst indirectly every man may
cuntribute in one way or another, it is only
fair that those who have to stand up to the
paxment of taxation should have some say in
such a marter.

Roeverting onee more to the Moggill dis-
trict. that is almest absolutely a farming
district, and on that score think this
Chamber should realiso the unwisdom of
Lringing an aren like that within the scope
of the Bill. The incidence of taxation in
connection with Moggill and other outlyin
places is going to work unevenly, We sha
find happening  what we found in the
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distriet of Warwiek. We bhad a faivly large
aren  there oviginelly, but ws  iaxation
inereased and rates went up the people in
the ourlying districts petitianed for sepava-
ticn, wnd eventually they secured separation,
They venlised that the burden had become
too gre:t for them. They were sharors in
exvenditive out of which they had no divec:
enjorwent.  What taok place at Warwick
and cassed the peaple to potition for sepa-
vation may happen here in the event of the
Bill beiug brought into operntion, I think
i= is jusr over-ambition which has ecaused
such o larse area to be included, and the
interezts of all eoncerned would be served
bz limiting the aren to & S-mile radins.

IIn.. W. H. BARNES (Wynaum): I
would ke ta say o word or two on the Bill,
bur I wm conscious of the faet that the Bill
Lavine besn fully debated, there is not very
mieh new ground left to go over, and one is
almost compelled to go over some of the
ground which has Leen covered by previous
speakers,

T rvead with a great deal of intercst the
remarks o the Minister when introducing
the Bill. Ile went back to anecient history,
and told ws that in 1915 the late Ton, T, J,
Ryan. when lpader of the party opposite,
had inchided the Greater Brisbane Bill in
his policy speech, and that it was part of his
programme at that period. T am reminded
of the renart of a Railway Commission which
at one fime was carvied into the House by
the then hon, member for Carmarvon, Mr.
Gunn. and the hon, member for Toombul
{Loughrory Tt will be remembered how
priky ir was. That was a repovt which it
was =aid was gaing to save us a very big
sum in connection with our railway manage-
ment. but we did not get beyond the report.
Howover. Ar. Speaker. it is out of order
to rofer at Jength to that matter. The first
City of Brishane Bill. which was brought
in in 1917, wus o very hir one, and the
Alinister who irtroduced that Bill made
special  refevenon to the faet that it eon-
tained alwat 500 pages, At any rate, it was
somothing  that wantsd a  pgreat deal of
wading through.

My, Maxwern: There was nothing much
gond i it.

Hox. W, . BARNES: The hon. member
far Toowong cunnot have had anything very
nice for lunch. He szays that there was
nothing much good in 1. The foet remains
that it was introduced at a later period, but
in the meantime a reducing process had
been going on with a cveat «eal of suecess,
I hope the Minister will not think that I
am in any wayx vulgar or personal if T say
that it may be rhat he had got on to it and
it had therefore been reduced very mueh in
size,  (Laughter.) At any rate, the hon,
gentleman haz apparently given a great deal
of attentipn to this Bill, although it is per-
fectly certain that he has overlooked some
very important points. and it is in connec-
tionn with thosze that I want to speak.

The hion, member for Fortitude Valley—
followed by the hen. member for Oxley—
made veference to the omis=sion of any pro-
vision o include the electrie light supply
in the Bill. T want to say in the very
strongest pessible ferms—and 1 am not in
any way veflecting en the City Tleetrie Light
Company, beeause T believe they have done
splendid  cervice for Queenslend—that the
Government hy & very singular act have
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pur Coorparoo and other local authorities in
un extruordinary position. Are they going
10 continue to act in this way? The City
FElectvie Light Company said, for instance,
to Coorparoo, " We will install eleotrie light
in vour distriet” but the Government said,
“We will not let you: but we will advance
the local authovities money to put up their
poles and wires in order to install elee-
rricity.”  The extraordinary part of it is
that Clacrpuron and other ecouncils own the
poles and the wires, but the energy comes
from the Elecirie Light Compuany. Every
loenl  wuthority which has had to bosrow
money  from the Government or clsewhere
for electrie light installation is dependent
on the company for the vital thing—the
cuergy which gives the light, That simply
means that the local authorities have be-
come vesponsible for larpe sums of borrowed
money, wherens they eould have got the light
—move cheaply in my judgment—without
any of the responsibility or difficulty of
finaneing it. The present Minister was not
concerned. but le may have had some
responsibility in conjunction with his eol-
leagues.

The Houz Secreriny: The Bill provides
that the eouncil can aequire electrie light.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That seems to be
one of the vital things,

The Howe Secrgrary: Do you think that
we should make it mandatory on the City
of Brishane Council to take it over?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not. The
han, gentleman has introduced that idea
himeelf, I say that there are certnin utili-
ties such as the teamways which should be
posse=zad by the Greater Brisbane authority,
and it seems ip me that the water and light-
ing supplies also ought ta be acquired by it.

Mr. Maxwenr: The © Golden Casket™?
(Laughter.)

IIow. W. . BARNES: T do not wish to
incur yowr disapproval., Mr, Speaker, but I
may explain that T was delayad when on my
wayv to the Hpuse by a lady, who showed me
a “ Guolden Casket” {icket which sha said
had been advertised as a prize winner, hus
shn had not got the prize.  (Laughter.)

The Tlome SroreTary : They sll seem ta zo
to you. (Laughter.)

Heox, W, H. BARNES: T can only hope
that the balance will go to the hon. gentle-
man, beeanse 1 am sure the Minister would
loak after it perhaps as well 4z anvbody in
the  comnnnity. He would he verv
vmpathetic:  and you want sympathy in

many of these things. The hon.

13 po] genfleman  will be  a  verr

sympathetic  Minister when  he
liaz to do with that T want to ask the
Minister seriously whether he thinks that 1t
was au fair thing for the Government—
whoever was rvesponsible at that particular
time—to say fo the local authorities.  Saddle
vourselves as much as vou like with finaneial
roeponsibilities. and vour assets shall be the
poles and wires.”

The Howe Secsemary: They would have
heen tn a very bad way if they had the
poles and  wires and eould net ges the
“ juice.”

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Government
should have found the * juice ™ in the firsy
place before they insisted on the other work
being deone. T the hon. genileman had had
anything to do with it, T am sure he would
have seen that they gof the * juive.”’

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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The hon. gentleman says that this Bill
has_been on the stocks for a considerable
period. One hon. momber this morning was
very strong in his feelings, when he said
that the locul authorities ought to be deeply
satisfied by remson of the fact that the
Government had wllowed then: a \'e\_-f' con-
siderable time to go through the Bill and
make suggestions. I believe that is correet.
I am not for one moment attempting to
cualify that statement, but probably the
circumstance nro.e from the fact that the
Government did not feel quite equal to it
themselves, and they wanted to gei all the
kelp they possibly could.

The Hone SecReTary : That is a very broad
view to take.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: It is in keeping
with the hon, gentleman, He is natueally
very brosd—({luughterj—and it was a very
broad view indeed to take. The Bill deals
with some mateers  which I think  are
extremely vital, and T take it that every
man who gets on his feel to deal with a
Bill of this charvactor should consicer it
lavgely from a non-party point of view. He
nhculd} look at it Trom the strongest possible
point of view in the interests of the good
of the communivy, That is a very proper
stundd to take. A great deal of discussion
ha taken place as to the area to be adupted.
and w lot has been said about a Smile
radius, and o lot has been gaid about o
10 mile radius. 'T'o me it secins that you can
o to some Dlaces gnd say distinetly that a
Omile radius should not be adopted by
veason of the particular industry that is
carriedd on in thar districe, 1 will admit
that whatever radins you may adopt you are
going 10 have some inequalitivs: bur the
peint I specially wani to make is vhis: What
virtue is there in either a S5-mile radius or
& 10-mile radins as sneh?  Was it not
possible to have included those places which
seemed from the stundpoint of populstion,
ete., the necessary ones to bring in, leaving
out some of those which should not have been
ity Inded ¥

The Home SECRETARY : When the problem
arses we shall adjust it.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I am perfectly
cortein that that could have been dooe to
greater ndvantage than by having the present
scheme. T heard ane hane member this
morning saying thut the 10-mile radius was
guite all right from one point of siev . and
1 heord the came han, gentleman s ying
that the smaller orea was betrer by roasoi
of the very point that T raised just now.

The biggest point T want to make, and 1
want to stress it, is in connection with tho
watter entioned by the hon, member for
Fortitude Valles, who went to a very great
deal of troubile in connection with the speech
thar he deliveved in this Honse, bur, My
|peaker, did you notiee that he let the cat
cnt of the bag? The car he let out was this;
He gave some figures which had been care-
fully  compiled of hotels in North and
South Brishane, omirting Queen sirve:. He
drew our attention ro the faet that the
rating within the ecity of Brishane was
much greater than in the city of South
_Brisbhane, and he <rvessed the point that we
were not getting sufficient income tax and
land tax from those properties, IF these
valuations arve increased, the Commissioner
for Taxation will have a say in ir. The
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, in draw-
ing attention to the inequalities in valustions,

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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certainly id zdvocate that there should be
a lifting of the land values.

Mr. CartEr: On the souih side.

Hox. W. H. BARNLS: He said there
should be an increase in those values because
the ‘.\Ietm&:olimn Water Suppls and Sewer-
age Board and others were not getting the
rates they should from the properties that
are now under-valued.

Mr. Camter: He did not suggest the
valuations should be increased om this side;
he sugpgested they should be inereased on the
south side,

Hox. W. H, BARNES: 1 am very plad
of that admission. IF they are increased on
the south side, will there not be nn increase
i laxation?

Mr. CartEr: Not neceswarily.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Council of
the City of Brisbane has been held np as
being the ideal thing. That meant that the
land values in other districts were to be
ratzed,

Mr. Carter: He did not say that all values
should be raised,

Hox. W. H. DARNES: He practically
said so by the way he argued. I want the
clectors to realise that the Govermment are
bringing in a Bill under the guise of u
Greater DBrisbane Bill apparently with a
view of retting more taxation out of the
pockels of the people.

Mr. Maxwerns: That is it.

Tlox. W. H BARNES: I do not wonder
that the Minister smiles when he realises
that. We all know how necessary from a
Government standpoint it is to get inereased
taxation. We can only get out of local
authorities what we allow them to draw
from another source.

The hon. member for Bulimba, in dealing
with the guestion of tram lines, referred to
the Belmont tramway, which he regarded as
a local matter, but which is also a publie
one.  As # local authority the Belmont Shire
Council have stood up to their obligations to
the very letter in connection with that tram-
way. he hon. member for Bulimba was
quite right when he suggested that some
relief should be given to those people who
have stood up so well to their contract.
They should have rveliof for this reason : That
the obligntions with respect to gunranteed
railways have been removed, and this loeal
authority should have been included in this
Bill and relieved of an obligation to which it
is entitled by reason of what has been done
in another divection. The hon, member was
auite right in taking up that stand,

The hon, member for Bulimba pointed out
—as I with to do—some diflienltics which
are operating and which might be used in
jnst the opposite sense to which he used
them. 1Ile said that the valuation within the
5-mile radius was £14,413.000 and within the
larger radius only £16,000,000, That was
the point to which speeini reference was
made. I am prepared to admit that it does
not matter what your area or radins may
be. if you are going to have an absolute
5-mile or 10-mile radios, there will be some-
thing that will not work out quite satisfac.
torifv. That is a matter which should receive
the fullest consideration of the Government
of the day.

Probably I an: right when I say that the
local authorities to be included in this area
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a duty cast upon the Minister at thiz particu-
lar time to see to that,

Mr. Maxwelt: What about the clerks
cmployed by the local authorities?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If you nre not
fully prepared to make a speech, it is always
well to have someone to feed you a bit.
My friend, the lion. member for Toowong.
is willmg to feed me a bit. I shall have
something to suy about the clerks ina little
while.

The next guestion is the new bridge. I
talke it that Hrisbane is growing to such an
extent that there will have to be some addi-
tional  bridge accommodation across  the
Brishaune River. While we are disenssing
this Bili, as that is a big financial considpra-
1ion, we should know what are the intentions
of the Govermment in that direction.
assume that the bigger city will have the
responsibility of that in some form or other,

The Home Seererany: The Bill provides
for that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T am glad to know
that the Bill provides for it, for it is abso-
lutely essential that that should be done. 1t
should net be tou long delayed, because the
congestion, as the hon, gentleman probably
knows, is very great at certain times of the
day. trust, therefore, that ample pro-
vision will be made in the Bill in that
regard.

1 was asked to eay something in connection
with the present employees of local autho-
rities, There is no guestion that some of
these men have given practicalls all their
lives to this duty, which has been o very
special duty. While we may not be able to
deal with that very definitely, T think that
in any legislation that is passed we ought to
keep it in view, aud see it there is anything
we can do to make the way of these peaple
casy. There is o suggestion that the Bill
iz going to mean economy. We were told
that when Federation came there was going
to be a wonderful amount of economy, but
T do not think anyone will say that there
has bean economy as a result of Federation.
1 want to ask if thizs Bill is going to zecure
economy ?

The Houg
efficiency.

Hon, W. H. BARNES: That is a vory
sorry condemnatory remurk with regard to
1'hrl: present Government.  If there has been
alficiency, there lias not been economy.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Wo are dealing
with this Bill, and I connot enter into thao
matter, Mr. Speaker, as you would probably
pull me up. But we have found that some
of the movements inaugurated by the Go-
vernment (hut we were told would be in the
direction of Dbenefiting the peopls have not
been 1n the intevests of cconomy at all, but
quite the reverse. [ think thut a great deal
of the suceess of this measure, il it is passed
in its present form, will depend upon the
first council which 1= clected, and I would
like to say to the public of Brisbane, through
this Tlouse, that it will be their duty to see
thut they get the very best representatives
possible. By way of illustration, let me tell
the House that a doctor once met me in the
train, and said, “ All politicians are no
good.”! Thon he turned to me and tried to
solt-soap me by saying, * Of course, you are

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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the exception.” OF eourse, T would not have
Leen the exception if T had not been there.
T said,.** If they are as yvou describe, there
is a public duty on veu to lend a hand to
soe that the hest men are sent to Parlia-
ment.” I want to say very ewrnesily that
under this Bill, which is proposing some-
thing quite new, the eifizens of the larger
ity mrust see thot they choose men cipable
of doing their job. T further say that,
whatever tay happen, the question of
finance 1% s dmportant that they should
have somelnady asseciated with thom who
will have a grip of [insncial questions so
thot thev will he able to carry out their
duties efficiently.

T eannot cgree with the hon, membey for
Tanwong that the men who ave sent into
this Houze should he disqualified by the Bill
from becoming aldermen or mayor of the
Greater Brisbans Counecil. 1 hold that there
should be perfeet freedom in fhe choice
which is made. and that ~-e should throw
upen the people the responsibility of seleet-
iny those who they think will be most
suitahble,

One other word. The electors should be
very careful when they do make the selec-
tion of theit aldermen—whether they be
parliamentarians or not—that they get men
wha vealiso that wet corn swells fast—that
they do nat get swollen heads, bhecause
ewollen hends will lkill them. 1 hope_that
the new men, whoever they may be. will do
their duty, and. when it 1s done, they will
be able to say that it was well done.

Question—That the Bill ho now read a
socand time—put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Committes
was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday

next.

BLIND, DEAT, AXND NUMB CHILDREN
INSTRUCTION BILL.
Seconn READING.

The TIOME SECRETARY (Hon J.
Stopford, Moeunt Morgan): Tn moving the

cacond reading of this measure, I frel thod
T am moving the second reading of a Bil
which hus boen long dolayed. T is gratify-
ing shen addre sing this House to feel that
hoth sociions of the men in it will heartily
suppart your proposal The main _prmmplr:
of this messure is to give cducafion to 4
section of the community who require special
cire and attention, and I realise that no
spotion has a monopoly of good intentions
towards them.

We in the Btate of Queensland pride our-
gelvies npon the great cducnriqnul apporfuni-
fios which we offer to our children: but wn
have to recognise nn both sides that, whilst
as far hack as 1875 we huve had Ingislation
providing for the comnulsars  edm iian of
children in mossession of their full facultics.
we hive neverthele s permiffed the les« for
tunnto in onr commuhity to be robbind of the
aducation which is nocessary to fit them for
th  bLattle of lifo—in many cases through
the very kindness of their pareats.

Whilst it is epmpulsory for children who
ape in possession of their mormal faculties
ta attend schonl until they either pass o
cortain standard or attain a cerfain age, the
anfortunate children to whom this Bill refers
for some reason or other have not been com-
pelled to attend school. Although we have
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the DBlind, Deaf, and Tamhb Institution,
which is doing exeellent worl,
[3.30 p.m.]) still a certain number of blind,
denf, and dumb children are not
attending that institution. Theve is a band
of men and women in this Btate fo whom 1
desire lo pay as high a meod of credit as is
possible—1 refer 1u the Aduolt Deaf and
Dumbh  Misiion. They are  the most
unselfish  body of workers it has been
my lot to meet. (Hear, hear!) They have
been gtriving in scason and out of season
by concilintory methods to induce the
parents of many of those unfortunate chil-
dren to send their children to the institu-
tiom so that they may obtain the necessary
eduration to make them self-reliani in after
Fears,
Mr, Kerr; Ilow many children do not
attend the insiibution?

The HOME SECRETARY: There are
fully sixty children in the State to-day who
are not receiving any instruction, Many of
their parent: have been wpproached by the
migsion, dand have been shown the advan-
tages thot would acorue to the children, but
a mother's love for an afflicted ehild is so
Ereat that the interest of the child is sacri-

ced in the mother’s blind feeling of love
and desire to retain the child with her, The
institution is performing great and good
work and it is with a ferﬁing of gratification
‘that T have obtained from the Superinten-
dent this very fine testimony to the work of

‘the institution as  performed by those
children—
“ Audrey Jones, a past pupil, passed
all the examinations of the oyal

Academy of Musie and the Trinity Col-
lege of Musie, gaining the degrees of
ATCL. and ALRAM, She is now
a capsable music teacher practising at
Goodna.

“ Miss  Littley, a past pupil, also
passed all the examinations of the Trinity

College of Music. obtaining the degree
of A T.C.L.

“ Iiddie Dickinson, another past pupil,
passer all the examinations of the Trinity

College of Mugie, and obtained the degree
Df :‘|T‘C|Ll',

Amongst the present pupils of the institution
RPC—

“ Harold Dickinson, ffteen years of
age, has passed the Intermediate Divi-
sional Examination for the violin, and
abtained 72 per eent.

“ Charles Addermann, nine years of
age, antd Wdoard Stewart, fourteen years
of are, are being taught the violin, and
are both entering fer the preparatory
examination,

“Ivy Bertherson, another
crived honourable meution at the 1923
AN.A, Tisteddfod. This pupil and a
pupil named Joan Barvy will enter the
next Iocal eisteddfod.  The latter pupil,
Joan Barry, is thirteen year: of age, and
has been attending  the institution For
a period of only twelve months, This
girl, who shows sueh  wreat promise,
eame to the institution with absolutely
na knowlodge whatever, and, without
the teaching which she iz receiving at
the irstitution. would undoubtedly rve-
main uselesg all her life.

¥ Tom Kelleher, o past pupil, won the
‘first prize for baritones in the Wynnum
Eisteddfod i 1922,

pupil, re-
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playing, an in the institution who
shows any aptitude is given every oppor-
tunity and assistance. That s the instrue-
tion the blind children ave receiving as a
vesult of their parents sending them to tha
institution, The average person who walks
along the street and views a blind child or
a blind man manifests his sympnthy by the
ready mavnev in which he assists such per-
sons, Lat the woest unfortunate of all the
afllicted people is undonbledly the deaf mute,
Just imagine for a moment what raust be
the position of a person who is absolutely a
denf n:ute !

\When these childven come to the institfution
they know absolutely nothing., It takes the
most patient training even to educate them
into a knowledge of the varions articles of
apparel which they wear. Just imagine what
it means! Withont edueation, that child
will grow up unfamilae with the objects
round about it. Unfortunately in Queens-
land to-day many of these children who
should and could be useful ecitizens are
unable to help themselves because they were
denied, through their parents’ foolishness, the
education necessary to make them useful
cifizens

We prooese making the education compul-
sory—parents vvho have children physieally
able to attend the institution will be required
to send them there. When the chilgren—-
purticularly the deaf children—have been at
the institution and learnt through the
methods of teaching there to read and write,
they will pass from the school into another
branch of a technical nature, where they
will be taught the rudiments of various
trades which they will be able to follow
in spite of their natural disadvantages, in a
similar manner to other children who hava
been forfunate enough to receive these
advantages in the past from the mission.
After they have veceived this training the
mission looks out for employers for these
children. Thauk goodness ihere are many
employers who have been only too willing
to help these children to engage in industry.
These children are taught different branches
of certain trades and callings which will
assist them to be independent of any charity
and assistance.

Mr. ErpurxstroNe: What are you going to
make the retiring age?

The HOME SECRETARY: T have had a
cansiderable amoune of Literature placed ot
my disposal in framing this Bill, In this
measure 1 have not sccepted what is usually
laid down s a prepared policy. I have
laid down the retiving age st sixteen years.
They ean be educated up to a certain
standard by the age of fourteen years, after
which they will receive a technical education
for two years. Authorities on the trentment
of deaf children state that the child cannot
be brought to school ioo early, In many
parts of the old country thevr are so fay
advanced in the edoeation of these children
that they are bronght into the schonl before
thoy ar throe venrs of age. and in many
eases they are kept at school until they are
twenty-one veurs of age, 1 believe we shall
meke a good start. and that the provisions
of thiz Bill will meet with the approval of
people who have spent a considerable por-
tion of their life in helping and guiding the
wolfare of these children. T shall not labour
the question any further. The Bill is one
that I feel there will be no debuate upon.

Hon. J. Stapford.]

Four other ([ln't\svntlprt.:foils ars studying piano
any chi
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Many hon. members on the Government and
Opposition sides of the House visited the
institution with me a short time ago, and
anu opportunity of seeing for themselves
what was being done there. Each and every
one of them expressed their high admiration
at the work performed there. With these
remarks I have much pleasure in moving—
" That the Bill be now read a second
t].n'l[‘." .
Hoxovnasie Meusers: Hear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): 1 believe
that this Bill will receive the endorscment of
every mewber of this House, (Hear, hear!)
The only point that lends itsolf to eriticism
is the fact that this and other Governments
have bern somewhat tardy in  bringing
forward an important ncasure of ths
deseription.  The Mipister said that there
will be nbout sixty defective childven to come
under {his measure. T am rather of the
apinion that thet is an under-cstimaie.
The Home Secnerany: T have a statement
from  the mission, who have followed the
matter up for yewrs,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I have also madg
it my business to see the mission, and,
personally, 1 hope the hon, gentlemnn is
correct, T rather think the fgure should be
nenyer  one  hundred than sisty. was
delighted to hear the encouraging remark
of the Minister in reference to this mission,
which is endeavouring to do whei the State
should have done in looking after these
children over whom there has been no con-
trol. This Bill seeks to bring those children
compulsorily within the scope of institutions
already existing for those who are hlind,
deaf, or dumb. Just to give the Housc a
little koowledge on the subject, I propeose io
read a few illustrations which will throw
some light on the activities of the Queenslund
Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission, and show
how necessary is o measure of this
deseription—

“ InsTAxces o Cases.

“'There is a girl in Resalie totally
deaf, rwelve years of sge, whose mother
we kave been urging to send her to
school for the past two years. Members
of the mission have tried repearedly,
Kinderuarien workers huve tried, also
Sunday school tenchers, mothers of deaf
children have tauken their children, the
mother and the givl weee tiken up 1o the
institution and shown rvound, all with-
out offect, The girl is quite deaf. and
therefare dumb, Lut her mother will not
let her go to school Leeanse she (the
mother) would  feel lonely  at  night.
There is no thought of the child's welfare,
but the selfishness of the mother s
depriving this naturally bricht (although
deaf) child of her intellect.

' Avother ease is a Loy at Redbank
who was discovered last year by the
mission,  One of the members of the
mission went to Redbank in Navenber
last and persnaded the parents of this
boy, who was cleven years of age, to
allow him_ to start school after the
Christmas holidays. The parents wern
induced to inspect the Deaf school (Blind,
Deaf, and Dumb Institution), apd were
loud in their praise of ell they saw.
The boy started school in January. and
was very happy, but as his father spent
most of his spare time gazing over the
school fence, the lad did not seitle down.

[ffon. J. Stopford.
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At the end of a fortnight he considered
be had learnt all he wonld need, and
refused to come any more, The parents,
on account of his pever having been at
school before, have no influence over
him. The mission then took a hand
again by poing up to Redbank to urge
the parents again to send the lad. an
after persuasion, they said he would vome
after Easter. We went for him and
found his clothes packed and ready, but
the boy wus not ready, but the mother’s
consent was obtained to take him. He
was taken to school that night, and was
quite happy also all the next day, but
that evening his father came in a rage
and took him home, because * he had not
come of his own free will” We contend
that the boy has no right to deeide his
own futare, and that the parents have
no right to deprive him of the educa-
tion he needs to fit him for life.

A voung man at Milten nomexd
Newman, twenty-six vedrs of nge, 10tally
deal, has never been to school, becwuse
his father did not want him to learn the
deaf and dumb language. Ho is najurally
a fine intelligent man, and could hwve
been taught any trade (pot requirin
hearing), but as ho was not educated
e indes himself becanse he cannot make
himself understood by either the deaf
or speaking people. = We have endea-
vourcd to get him to the Manual Train-
ing College, and are willing to pay his
fees, and have him taught cabinet-
making, but he will not come, and sits
on a box all day, and does nothing but
brood over the injury his parents have
done to him by shotting lim out from
converse with his fellows by neglesting
his education.”

And so on. There are muny such illustra-
tions. There iz no doubt that one of the
greatest drawbacks in bringing these children
within the scope of theso institutions has
been the reluctance—which cannot be under-
stood—of parents to let their children be
equipped, 1 view of their affliction, to fight
the battles of life. It is o very wise measure
to compel thess purents to give their children
the opportunities aforded by 1his special
eancation.

[ cannot let this opportunity pass without
making a brief reference to the Manual
Training College at South Brishane. Thero
iker are doing excellent work in regard to
these blind, deaf, and dumb people.

The Howe Secrerany: So is the farm af
Ekibin.

Mr. ELPHINSTOXNE: I have no doubt
there are other places just as worthy, To.day
oiie case was brought under my notice whero
a young man—almost a beast in his nnture
by having been deprived of all means of
Lavieg vefinement inculeoted into him—hus
Leen taken in hand by this college, und in
a week’s time the results of the education
and tuition have been remarkable. He seems
to have applied himself to cabinet-making,
and at last has something in life to look
forward to and to live for, That I tuke it
is the object of the Bill, and T am sure
every hon. member in the House will give it
his blessing

Hoxorrasce Meusees : Hear, hear!

Mr. CONROY (Moranaa): 1 would like
to say a few words in support of this Bill,
and T take this opportunity of congratulat-
ing the Home Secretary on its introduction..
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Quite recently, through the courtesy of the
Home Seccretary, in company with several
other hon. members of this House, I had the
‘privilege of paying a visit to the Blind,
Deaf, and Dumb Institution, and I was very
interested indeed to sce what is being done
to educate these children. 1 am quite satis-
fied from what I saw there—and I am sure
all those hon. members who visited the insti-
tution were very pleased to see it—that
these children are receiving every facility
in connection with education. I saw quite a
number of children there; they were all well
dressed, and had every appearance of being
well cared for; and I am quite sure that the
parents of these children are satisfied that
they are well cared for by the institution.
I quite agree that there is an absolute neces-
sity to ecducate those unfortunate children
who arc blind or deaf and dumb, and to
my mind that applies more p’utlcularly to a
deaf and dumb child. The Bill provides for
the compulsory cducation of these children
after they reach the age of seven years, and
under the Bill really no hardships are placed
upon the parents. If a parent is not in a
position to pay for the maintenance of the
child, no charge is made, and in no case will
the contribution excecd 1bs. per week. In
Victoria. South Australia, and New Zealand
the cducition of the blmd deaf, and dumb
children is made COmUU.Iz:OI‘V As a matter of
fact, in New Zealand, they go further than

we propose to do 'in Queengland.  The
Superintendent of the Blind, Deaf, and
Dumb Institution in New Zealand, in his

report, states—

¢ Education is compulsory from seven
to twentyv-one vears, but exemption Iis
granted if in the opinion of the Minister
a child’s education is sufficiently
advanced., The age of twentyv-one is
fixed to meed those cases frequently
occurring where education is not begun
until the child has reached the advanced
age of fourteen to seventecen or even
older.”

The hon. member for Oxley mentioned the
circumstances surrounding several blind,
deaf, and dumb children, in whom I have
also taken an interest. T also obtained
information in regard to some of the cases
mentioned, but, as the hon. member has
alreads given the particulars, I have no
intention of repeating them.

This Bill, to my mind, is a very humane
measure. and also a very nccessary one. We
all realise that there are occasions when the
parcnfs of blind, deaf, and dumb children
do mnot attend to their education, and that
these children are allowed to grow up with-
out receiving the necessary education. It has
struck me that possibly when the Bill
becomes law there may be cases where a
child is, perhaps, fourteen or fifteen years
of age. Under the Bill that child would
only receive about twelve months’ education.
T would like to ask the Minister whether
under those circumstances such a child
would be entitled to further education after
reaching sixteen years of age?

The HouE SECRETARY: Provision will be
made to give further education in a case
like that.

Mr. CONROY : I am pleased to hear that,
because, if the Bill would not allow such a
child to receive any further education, I
do not think it would be right.
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I do not think there is much more that I
need mention in connection with the measure-
beyond saying that I think it is a very
good Bill and one which is absolutely neces-
sary. I «desire again to compliment the
Minister upon 111t10ducmg it.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I think we all
agree that it is the duty of parents of a
blind or deaf and dumb child to provide
efiicient and regular instruction for that
child. I find that the matter of accommoda-
tion is mentioned in the report of the Super-
intendent of the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb-
Institution. I hope the Minister will take
into consideration the statement made in the-
report that the schoolroom needs improve-
ment, and that the lighting in some of the
rooms is poor. The new schoolrooms sug-
gested last year would be a valuable asset
to the school work. 1 do not mention that
fact with the idea of finding any fault with
the Bill. The maximum age to which a
blind, deaf, or dumb child will receive
education is sixteen vears, but I hope there
will be other useful instruction given to the
children besides an ordinary sehool education.
1 think that many of our troubles to-day have
been caused by over-education. While we pro-
vide that instruction shall be given up to the-
age of sixteen years, it is necessary for the
Government to look beyond that point, and
provide these children with some other use-
ful Lnowledge to help them in the future.
I notice {hat music has been taught in:
isolated cases, but I am referring to more
useful knowledge. At the present time there
are somethlng like ninety workers in the
Blind. Deaf, and Dumb Institution, who are
doing excellent work in the manufacture of
baskets, brushes, and millet brooms to the
value of many thousands of pounds.

While under the Bill efficient educational
instruction will be given, there is a need for
something being done in addition to glvlng
educational facilities, I know of a family
where there are three or four children
affected in this way. It is awful {o think
that these children have no outlook in life
but merely to walk about the house from
vear end fo year end. Scmething should be
done in that regard. It is not proposed

“under this Bill to give the children free

education. It is true that they can get
daily instruction by attendance at the insti-
tution, but we have only one institution
where thev can be taught. Why should a
child in Brisbane who can attend 1evu1a11y
have an advantage over a child who is living
in the Central or Western part of Queens-
land?

The HouME SECRETARY: Provision is made-
for their maintenance at the institution, but
they do not get 1t if they live at home and
attend the institution daily.

Mr. KERR : T sec what the hon. gentleman:
js aiming at, but I am talking of what the
Bill p@rmlh It permits regular aftendance
free—that is laid down—but there is a main-
tenance charge of 15s. a week if the child
is in the institution.

The HoME SECRETARY :
afford to pay.

Mr. KERR : Assuming that there are sixty
deaf and dumb children i the State whg
are not receiving education, I think we could
well give them free mamtenance It would
onlv amount to a little over £2,000 a year.
I do not think they should be at any dis-
advantage in this respect. We should ‘make

Mr. Kerr.]

If the parents can
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no discrimination between country children
and city children.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KERR: I am discussing the Bill,
which deals with maintenance. We could
very well amend some of the clauses of the
Bill so that there will be no discrimination,
and so that education would be free through—
out.

Question—That the Bill be now read a

second time—put and passed.

COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
‘Clauses 1 to 11, both inclusive, agreed to.
The House resumed.

The CratrMaN reported the Bill without
amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day tor Thursday next.

BABINDA SUGAR WORKS BILL.
SECOND READING.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
‘Chillagoe) : The Babinda sugar mill has had
& prosperous time in recent years—so pros-
verous that the indebtedness to the Treasury
has been very considerably reduced, and the
time has arrived for transferring the mill to
a co-operative company of the
farmers who are cane suppliers.
The Sugar Works Act of 1911
rrovides for the transfer of the mill to the
Farmers on payment of the capital cost of the
mill. At that time it was contemplated that
the transfer would take place when the entire
capital was paid off.

Hon. W. H. BamNEs:
years.

The TREASURER: In twenty-one years.
We anticipate the period which enables the
-asset to be transferred to the new company,
‘knowing that the Treasury will be amply
secured because of the strong financial
‘Doslimon established in connection with that
mi

Mr. Branp: Will the new company consist
of farmers?

The TREASURLER: I will explain the
provisions made to ensure a thoroughly co-
operative control. The amount of capital
expenditure on the Babinda mill charged to
loan account is £405,429, of which there has
been repaid to 30th June of this year,
£159,671, so that the balance outstanding on
30th June this year was £245,858, and that
represents the indebtedness to the Treasury
at the period of transfer. It is only natural
that the farmors want to control ‘the mill.
Occasionally in the administration of these
p)opn1f1<\s the question of policy inaugurated
by the Treasury, which is the corporation in
possession of the mill, is naturally questioned
from time to time by the farmers, who say
that the policy is sometimes 1ncm1ect and
representations are made to have it changed
in this direction or some other direction.
They sometimes request a change in the
distribution of profit, the creation of reserve
funds, the granting of permits or the with-
holdmg of permlts for the growing of cane,
the instalment of plant, ctc. While the
Government have a very large liability at
stake, the corporation must deteumne the
question of policy, at the same tlme giving
reasonable consideration to the views of the

[Mr. Kerr,
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farmers whose interests are involved. These
differences are bound to arise. Where a mill
such as this is to be ultimately handed over
to the farmers, and can be handed over at
an earlier time than was originally antici-
pated, it should be handed over with entire
wr’uutv to the Treasury, and it is good
business to hand it over.

The farmers waited on me tome time ago
and made representations that the miil should
be transferred to them. I agreed to do that
under certain conditions that were laid down
in the memorandum of agreement. One of
the conditions was that a poll of the cane-
growers should be taken and carried by a
substantial majority in favour of taking over
the mill.  There were 197 persons eligible
to vote, and at the poll 164 voted, 146 voting
in favour of taking over the 1n111 and 13
against it. It will be seen that the decision
was backed up by a strong majority of the
farmers. The agreement which has been
entered into with the farmers’ representatives
provides that there should be a provisional
directorate to take charge as from 1st July,
1924, so that the actual management of the
mill would not have to wait uniil the passage
of this Bill. They could actually take con-
trol from the commencement of this financial
vear. That directorate was formed, and has
been supervising the business since 1st July
last. Articles of assoclation are to be pre-
pared, and are to be subject to approval by
the Government to see that the conditions
stipulated in the memorandum of agreement
entered into between the Government and
the farmers’ representatives are fully carried
out. The articles of association prov ide that
not less than three-fourths of the directors
are to be cane suppliers.

The articles of association are to provide
that no dividends will be paid to share-
holders while the company is indebted to the
Treasury, and that after the indebtedness is
extinguished the dividends are not to exceed
5 per ceant. per annum. The principle of
one shareholder one vote 1s to be established.
Provision is also to be made for those who
acquired cane credits under the 1911 Act.
Shares not applied for by those entitled to
hold them are to be forwarded and held by
the Treasury in trust. All assets are to be
transferred to the company on the execution
of the transfer. Temporary banking accom-
modation bas also been arranged for the
company. The indebtedness to the Treasury
is to be paid by annual instalments. The
conditions I have read out which form the
basis of the agrcement between the Trea-
surer and the farmers are where necessary
being embodied in the Bill, and, as far as it
is necessary, the conditions are also covered
by the articles of association.

Mr. Taveor: Have the farmers accepted
that agrecement?

The TREASURER: Yes; they have
accepted that agreement, and it is on that
agreement that this Bill was drafted.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: They are in posses-
sion now?
The TREASURER: Yes. The salient

points of the agreemeut were embodied in
the ballot-paper, and the farmers knew what
they were committed to in voting.

As I mentioned, one of the conditions of
the agreement was that a provisional board
was to be formed and take possession of the
mill from Ist July last, and they have been



Babinda Sugar Works Bill.

actually supervising the mill and managing
its OPOI'd.thIIS since 1st July. They are now
-considering the articles of association, which
will later be approved of by Cabinet.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: What
they paying?

The TREASURER: Thev are continuing
to pay the same rate of interest as has bheen
paid on tbe mill indebtedness in the past.
Lh@ Bill also provides that the company is
to maintain the assets up to their present
efficient standard to the satisfaction of the
Treasurer. It also provides for access to
the works and books by officers of the Trea-
sury. It also provides that all information
respecting costs and particulars of manufac-
ture shall be furnished to the Treasurer
fiom time to fime as the Treasurer may
require. The Treasurer also has power to
appoint competent persons to audit the books
and accounts of the company. Provision
shall be made for depreciation each year as
the Auditor-General may prescribe. The
purchase money is to be liquidated on 3lst
December in each vear:; the amount of the
annual redemption has been fixed at £30,286
6d., and the interest rate at 4 per cent.
‘Those payments will secure the extinction of
the indebtedness in a little more than seven
years, The business of the mill is in a
very flourishing condition. The capital of
‘the” company will not be large under this
new arrangement. The falmers are quite
competent to manage the business themselves.
(Hear, hear) There is no doubt about that.
Thev have men very well versed in sugar-mill
affairs on the provisional board that has
already been appointed. Four experienced
men, and a chairman who has a wide com-
‘mercial experience, comprise the board. I
am confident that this will be a safe business
investment for the farmers and a thoroughly
sound security for the Government. I am
-Jelighted myself at the business progress of
the mill, and with the fact that the farmers
‘have got on so well in the early life of the
‘mill.
Mr. Braxp: Will the other mills be
afforded a similar opportunity of taking over
‘those concerns?

The TREASURER: When they are in
the same position as the Babinda sugar-mill
‘they will get the same opportunity and
terms. I might mention that the farmers in
the South Johnstone area have made a
request to the Government indicating quite
a different policy of control on their part
from what the hon. member has suggested.
The farmers supplying the South Johnstone
mill have requested the Government to regard
the mill as a permanent national institution.
That decixion may have arisen from the
different financial situations in respect to
the concorn, At any rate, the farmers in
the Scuth Johnstone arca, after reducing
the indcbtedness on the mill to the same
condition of safety from the Govorem-os
point of view, will have the same oppor-
turity of hl\mff the mill aver if they so

interest are

desire. Of course, the Tully mill is in a
different position.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: It is too early, in
any case.

The TREASURTR: The Tully mill was

.established on a different principle. I beg
‘to move—
“That the Bill be now read a second

time.”
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Mr. SWAYNE (J[iranz') ¢ 1T am very pleased
to see that the farmers in the Babinda area
are to acquirce this mill. It has always been
the policy of the present Opposition that the
farmers should cwn these mills, and this
is a step in the right direction. When the
Sugar Vorks Act was originally passed, as
the Treasurcer pointed out, it contained pro-
visions to this effect; but this Bill rather
anticipates the date at which the mill was
expected to become the property of the
farmers. I notice that the annual payment
is something over £30,000. I suppose the
farmers know that and consider that it
comes within their means, It works out at
about 3s. or 4s. a ton on the cane, which
does not secem to be exorbitant.

There is one thing I should like to b=
clear upon, and that 1s the system of credits
mentinned by the Treasnrer. A very gooo
provision was embodied in the Act to enabl»
this - system _of cane credits to come intc
operation. It means that, if the principle is
carried out in its entnetv the largest shars -
holder will have grown the most cane, ans
therefore will have done the most to pay
off the indebtedness of the mill. The posi-
tion is that the mill is one-third paid for
now, and that pavment has been made by
these growers. When the company was
originally formed shares were to be allotted
i proportlon to the cane credits.

I notice that the articles of association are
being prepared under the approval of the
Governor in Council, which means the Go-
vernment, and I take it the system with
regard to the apportionment of the shares
will be continued. If those who have done
most towards paving off the indebtedness
are to have the largest number of shares,
it is a very fair system. As has been already
pointed out. each shareholder will have only
one vote. That has been the case in most of
the mills hitherto formed into companies.

I should like to ask the Treasurer whether
the mills at Proserpine and North Eton will
also be allowed the advantage of this scheme.

The TREASURER: Yes, when they arrive at
the same rvelative position,

Mr, SWAVNE: T think that iz satisfac-
tory, and, seeing that the farmers themselves
have full’ knowledge of the provisions of the
Bill, it does not become anybody in this
House to cavil at it. I am very pleased to
see that our principles are being carried out,
and I hope that before long all farmers who
are ot nvesent erowing cane will be in a
position to avail themselves of similar advan-
tages. Of course, the Tully mill is differently
placed, but I hope it will eventually be in a
similar position to the Babinda mill.

The TrREASURER: No doubt it will when
it recaches the same relative position.

Mr. SWAYNTE: Of course. when the Sugar
Works Act of 1922, under which the Tully
River mill was built, came before this House
an amendment was moved by this pariv to
secure the embodiment of conditions similar
to those contained in the Sugar Works Act
of 1971, under which Babinda was built. but
we failed. We can only hope that. when the
Tully mill arrives at the same relative posi-
tion as the Rabinda mill, the erowers there,
as well as the growers of other mills. will
bo allgwad to trke over the mill under
similar {erms to these. I hope the Bill will
pass its second reading.

Hoy. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I feel
deeply interested in the Bill by reason of

Hon, W. H. Barnes.]
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the fact that I had the honour, as the then
Treasurer, of introducing the Act that is
now bemw amended. That Act had to do
with both the South Johnstone and Babinda
mills, and we recognised at that time that
we were embodying in that Act principles of
true co-operation. In other words, we were
making it possible for the cane farmers to
have full control of the mills at a later
period, and it is very pleasing to realise that
the cane farmers in ihat district are now in
a position to take control of the mill. I
understand that three-quarters of the mem-
mers of the board of directors, as provided
under the present Act, must be cane farmers.

The TREssURER: At present the whole of
the hcard must consist of cane farmers. but
under this prope:zal at least three-fourths of
the board must b= cane farmers.

Hox. W. H. BARXNES: I am very glad
to know that the privciples laid down in
the Act are very largely being followed 1mn
this case. I quite recognise thdt a great
deal will depend on the “direcrors, It is no
disrespect to any person to say that a man
may be a very good cane farmer and xot not
be ‘a good business man. I can only sin-
cerely trust that the men who have been
appointed by an almost unanimous vote—
I under:tand that only eighreen voted against
the proposal—will make a very great success
of it. 1 realisze that we have more and more
to encourage and assist the men who are
developing our State. The Treasurer sug-
gested that rhe Bill would provide that no
dividend shall be pavable until the whole of
the indebtedness has been paid off. I do
not think anyone can take exception to that;
but it struck me that once that has become
an accomplished fact the price of money
ought very largely to dictate what the divi-
dend should be. I can quite conceive that
money may become very dear-—I hope it
will not—and a return of 5 per cent. mavw
not be sufficient. T suggest therefore that
the dividend might be Joft somewhat open
so that it may vary according to the value
of money. - The fact remajns that these

people have in a very short period paid off
;8159 571, and I think that is a great achieve-
ment. I want again to say that the original
Act made it possible for this to be done.
I am quite prepared to admit that in fram-
ing an Act like that vou cannot be sure of
the actual time it will take to wipe off the
indebtedness because so much depends on the
seasons. The original Act anticipated that
the deductions made on the cane supplied
would be sufficient to pay off the indebted-
ness in twenty-one years. The cane suppliers
are going to accept the responsibility earlier,
and T wish them the best of luck in connec-
tion with this undertaking, because it is true
co-operation. That iz good for Queensland,
and I feel sure that it will be good for the
individual. I wish them every success, and
I would like in my public capacity to con-
gratulate them on getting into such a satis-
factory financial position.

HothmBLE MeuBERS : Hear, hear!
BRUCE (Kennedy): This Bill is one

that must give pleasure to every member of

the House, as it is an instance of sound
co- operatlon I congratulate the sugar-
growers on the fact that they are taking

over the mill. It shows what a magnificent
industry the sugar industry is, when under
a form of co-operation they will ultimately
be enabled to secure the means of manu-
facturing their erop. The hon. member for

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Wynnum has stated that his party originated
the principal Act. 1 do not deny that. but I
certainly say that the Labour Government
are to be congratulated on the administra-
tion of the Act. This form of co-operation
should be an example for other industries to
follow. The fact that the sugar-farmers are
able to take over the milling in their own
interests 15 one which should give satisfaction
10 all hon. members of the House. The hon.
member for Wynnum also mentioned that,
while nien may be successful sugar-growers,
they may not be capable business men. I
sav that men who have successfully carried
out sugar-growing operations under diffi-
culties caused bv drought and financial
stringency will undoubtedly be successful
busine men, I trust that the ordinary
business man who runs a business solely for
profit will be climinated as far as possible
from the control of these particular mills,
and that the mills will be left entirely in the
nands of the sucvessful growers, who made it
possible by their energy on their sugar farms
to bring about this position.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I do not think
there is anything in this Bill which will raise
any objection on this side of the House,
bocame it is a policy we have advocated
in the past. We desired last year to have
something of this nature placed in the Sugar
Works Act of 1822, but we were unsuc-cessful‘
I would like to congratulate the Treasurer
on his conversion, and on the appavent fact
that he now belisves that the nationalisation
of industry iz not as good as the control of
industry by those engaged in it. (Laughter.)
This Bill is one which T have great pleasure
in supporting.

T alsc congratulate the farmers of the
Babinda area in being able to get the mill
under their own control. ATfhough there
has been great success in the administration
of the Babinda mill, in other mills in Queens-
land—the South Johnstone mill, for instance

—the administration of the ccnpoldtlon of the
Treasurer. particularly last vear, has not
been so successful. I am hopmg the time
will come when the South Johnstone people
will get into the same position as the Babinda
suppliers. and will be able to take over their
miil as those at Babinda are doing. There are:
also other mills in Queensland which are
being administered by th> Corporation of the
Treasurer. I am pleased to learn from the
Treasurer that, when those mills get into
the same relative position that Babinda is in
to-day, he will give them the concession
which he is giving under this Bill to the
farmers in th+\ Babinda avea. I wish to
congratulate the farmers of that area on
having succeeded in their desires.

The matter of the 5 per cent. dividend
was raised by the hon. member for Wynnum,
and he asked the Treasurer to leave it an
cpen question. I do not think it matters
a great deal. I think the cane farmers in
co-opera "Ltlvn mills throughout Queensland
Lave no desire to pay a dividend, but if they
vrish to pav any profits to the cane suppliers,
they should be able to do so. I hope the:
Treasurer will attend to the matter.

The TreasurEr: That was one of the
matters included in the ballot-paper.

Mr. BRAND: I am pleased to hear that.
Jn connection with the Isis Central Mill
Company, which is forming a co-operative
company for the purchase of the Doolbi area,
there is no intention of paying dlvldenda.
As a matter of fact, the suppliers in the
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-0ld central mill area who have large holdings
in the mills have readily foregone any divi-
dends on their shares, and are quite agree-
able that the profits should be paid
exclusively to the suppliers of cane. I have
again to congratulate the Treasurer on his
conversion. and I hope that he will continue
to carry out the policy of this side of the
Hoause.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I want to say a
few words on this Bill. I regret that the
articles of association of the company or
association which is to take over the mill
-do not appear in the Bill. I am not worry-
ing about the 5 per cent. dividend which
has been mentioned by other hon. members.
All the shareholders are cane syppliers to
the mill, and it is only a question of making
interim payments to the suppliers and then
afterwards all profits will go to them also.
But I am rather anxious, and I would like
to see the articles of association to malke
sure that the only persons who will be
affected are those who are going to pay for
the mill. It is rather indefinite in the
measure at present. There is nothing in the
Bill to show the conditions on which they
are taking it over, and I think that should
appear in the articles of association.

In view of the balance-sheets which we
have from time to time showing the position
of the other central sugar mills, the farmers
in the Babinda area must have done very
well to enable them to take over this mill
in such a short space of time. I should like
to take this opportunity of complimenting
the hen. member for Kennedy on his con-
version to the Country party’s platform.
{Laughter.) It must show the farmers that
hon. members on the other side are gradually
getting tired of their policy of nationalisa-
tion and are coming to understand that the
Government are not able to run a business in
the same successful way as the farmers under
co-operation.

The TressURER: The Government antici-
pated the Country party. It is on the
Labour platform, and the Country party stole
it. {Opposition laughter.)

Mr. MOORE : The Labour party have had
nationalisation in their policy for years and
they altered it a little while ago to socialisa-
tion, but we have been for cc-operation all
the time. T hope that the hon. member for
Kennedy will be followed later by other hon.
members.

Mr. Bruce: You want us in your party?

Mr. MOORE: I am not worrying whether
they come into our party or not, because I
am perfectly certain that we shall soon be
in a position to say whether they shall come
in or not.

Mr. Brrce: Vain hope!

Mr. MOORE: I can see that, when the
farmers get a taste of the policy of the
Country party, they will -have nothing else.
Some of them have evidently been keen on
nationalisation, and now they are coming
round to a sense of the decided advantages
to be gained by co-operation. I think that
the hon. member has only adopted our policy
through force of circumstances. He finds
that people up in his district are getting
away from the policy of the Government, and
50 he comes down here and talks co-operation
and pretends that they have been in favour
of it all the time. I am pleased, because 1
am inclined to think that people up North
are beginning to learn that nationalisation
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is a failure. We shall be able to encourage
them still more in their belief in co-operation,
and that is why I say we are not worried
about the future.

Mr, DEACOX (Cunningham): I have not
very much to say. I want to point out that
the Government have done more for the
sugar industry than thes would have done

for any other industry in the
[4.30 p.m.] State. All thc money required
for the DBabinda mill was

advanced by the Government out of loan
funds. but, had the same proposition been
put to the Government with respect to any
otker industry. the money would not have
heen advunced.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don’t be
so hard on the hon. member for Wynnum.
He wus Treasurer at the time.

Mr. DEACON: If we were to approach
the Government to-day with the proposition
that thev should crect flour-mills capable of
treating all the wheat produced in Queens-
land, they would not fall in with the idea.
. Question—That the Bill he now read a
second time—put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Committee
was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

COMMONWEALTH AND STATE INCOME
TAXES AGREEMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

C'hillagoe): This Bill does not require a
very full explanation. Hon. members are
fully aware of the agrcement that was

entered into, and I think they know the full
text of the agreement. It was entered into
on 3lst October last. and came into effect
on lst Decomber last. The main features
of the agreement are that the State depart-
ment will collect taxes for the Common-
wealth within the State of Queensland, the
State Commissioner being appointed Deputy
TFederal Commissioner. The necessary Com-
monwealth officers were made State officers,
and merged into a.combined staff. The
interests and accrued and aceruing rights of
those officers were preserved in the agree-
ment. the Commonwealth Government hav-
ing paid compensation, bonuses, or retiring

allowances with respect to the staff that was

not taken over. If the agreemen:i I3 termi-
nated, the Commonwealth are to take back
the transferred officers; and, if any retrench-
ment be necessary as a result of the Com-
monwealth modifring taxation, the retrench-
ment will be made solely from amongst t}}e
Commonwealth officers. That is provided in
the agreement.
Mr. Tavror: That refers to the staff?

The TREASURER: Yes. The Common-
wealth are reducing their area of taxation
from time to time, as they should do, as
finances improve. .

Mr. Moorz: And as their good adminis-
tration becomes effective?

The TREASURER: No. The hon, gentle-
man knows that it does not reyulre any
keen administration to keep the Common-
wealth revenue going by the present
Customs imnost. The Customs revenue last
vear yielded £34.000,000.

Mr. ErpHINsTONE: Is that why the hon.
gentleman is going to Federal polities ?

Hon. E. G. Theodore.}
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The TREASURER: No. The hon. mem-
ber apparently is assured that I am going
to Federal politics. (Laughter.) I agree
with him to this extent, that whoever is in
Federal politics during the years imme-
diately succeeding will be in a sphere where
finances are less troublesome than they are
here. {(Laughter.)

Hon. W. H. Bamxes: And where sup-
porters are also less troublesome. Laughter.)

The TREASURER: That is not_the result
of any mhomnr virtue in Federal adminis-
tration or inherent weakness in  State

administration. {Opposition laughter.) 7Tt
18 the result of a fairly evenly-balanced
financial position as provided under the

Australian constitution, and the depreda-
tions of Federal Treasurers in the past.

Mr. FrpmixsToNE: Finance is not the test
of the Federal Government, but it is of the
State Government.

The TREASURER : Finance is a test of
abilitr-—and to some extent successful finance
is a virtue—but finance is not the only test.
Hon. members want to understand that
attributes of one kind and another, especially
in politicians. are to be tested not by one
element but by a combination of elements.
Fortunately, wherever these tests have been
applied to the pressnt Administration in
Queensland they have always yielded good
results. (Opposition dissent.)

GovERNMENT MryveERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. EupHINSTONE: They have not yielded
good results to the taxpayer.

The TREASURER: The hon.
Oxley made a rather insidious suggestion
abou‘r a possible change, I want to sav that
in regard to political “ambitions and pohtxcal
careers the hon. member seems to be parti-
cularly happy. (Laughter.)

Mr. ErpuixsToNE: I wanted to give you a
safe retreat.

The TREASURER : T am afraid the hon.
member will have very little to do with it.
However, I must get away from this mundane
business. Any difference arising between
the Commonwealth and the States in the
administration of the agreement of the Taxa-
tion Department will be referred to the
Treasurers of the Commonwealth and the
State. In the event of their not being able
to determine the matter, it will then be
referved to arbitvation. There has been no
conflict betwen the State and Federal Trea-
surers with regard to the apportionment of
the cost of collection. The cost of the collec-
tion of the taxes is borne on the basis of
the actual cost, and the determination itself
Will be settled as between the Commissioners

f Taxation for the Commonwealth and State.
The1e swill be no difficulty in arriving at an
apportionment of the amount. TLast year the
apportionment was fixed on the basis of 60
per cent. and 40 per cent., the Commaonwealth
paying the larger amount. The Common-
wealth proportion of costs diminishes as the
number of officers engaged on purely Com-
monwealth work d(‘Cl‘Cﬂ‘es It has also been
agreed that, in order to facilitate the work,
both the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments should submit to their respective
Parliaments any alteration in the rate of
taxation before 30‘fh Scptember in each year.
It has been agreed that, as far as practicable,
the law in regard to income tax shall be
uniform, and provision is made for a consoli-
dation of the State income tax law to con-
form with the Commonwealth practice.

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.

member for

Central Sugar- Mills.

There will be a joint income tax returm
ditributed under the agreement, and that
is in operation for the first time this year.
One return only is required from the tax-
payers. The agreement is for ﬁve years, and
thereafter six months’ notice is required be-
fore it can be determined. The agreement
was in force for seven months last year, and’
substantial economies were effected in the
administration of the Income Tax Depart-
ment. It proved of considerable convenience
to the taxpayers, and many have expressed
their satisfaction to the Commissioner of
Taxes. The Commissioner was able to con-
gratulate himself last year that he was able
to gather in the amount of the Common-
wealth income tax fully up to the expec-
tations of the Federal Treasurer. All the
States were not able to do so, The joint
return is a considerable aid to the taxpayer.
Heretofore the returns, although based on
the same requirements, were not made out
at the one time. The return is now made-
for Commonwealth and State purposes on
the one date. That must save the taxpayer
a considerable amount of trouble.

I have here a resume of the income tax
agreement, with a number of comments,
but I feel sure hon. members do not desire
to be wearied with the full text. If any
further information is desired I shall be
prepared to answer any question. I beg to-
move—

“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 4.40 p.m.





