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Apprenticeship Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

THURSDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 192¢

The Seeaxer (Heon. W. Bertracy, Moren)
taok the chatr at 10w

QUEBTIONS.

TENDERS TOR LOCOMOTIVE Exersis—RErUsan
oF (Cuype  ExciNvpering  Codmwy 1o
Acceprr CONTRACT,

Mr, TAVILOR (1Windsor) asked the Scere-
tary for Railways—

1, Has the Clyde Bugineering Com-
pany refused to accept the contract for
the construction of  thivty lecomatives
vequired by the Railway Department?

B What (if any) are the regsons
given for such refusal by the above-
mentioned comprny ¥

“ 3 What are the intentious 4f the
-(m\emment in rogard to the coustime-
tion of ihe thirty locomatives?

4, How many tenders were received
for the consiruction of 1he thiviy loco-
motives?

5, Wha were the fivms who submitted
tenders ?

6, What were the puom submitted
by the respective firms!"

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppc!] replicd—
“1 4o & The tender of the Clzde
Engineering Company has beon aceepted
by the overnment.



Questions,

L Nine.

“5 and b— £
Clyde Engine ring Works (165

months) . . 20E6520
Fyavs, Anderson, and Phelan

(28 months) ... .o .. 194700
Vietorian Railwa:s (18 months) 202,060
Walkers Limited (20 iuonths) 205,030
Perry Engincering Comprny

(254 1mouths) ... 214,500
Gilbert, Ledge, and Co. (3

months) ... ... 222,640
Thompson  and  Company (20

months) . - e 232,000
Kitson Company (103 months) 208,170
North British Loeo. Co. (5,

months) .. e 1BT.500 "

Auprror-Grsenan’s Reporry on Agcousts oF
Ece Poor Boamn.
Mr. MOORE (duhigny) asked the Score-
ary for Agriculture—

* Beeing that a report on the necunnts
of the Egg Pool Boavd is not contained
in  the Auditor-Genorul's  repovt—(1)
When is such report likely to be hinalised,
and (2) will it then be made available
o members of this House?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillic. Faehum) replied--
2 This report is delayed owing o the
illness of the Auadit Inspector, vho was
vngaged on the work.”

BOURCES 0F BUPFLY OF PTATE BUTCHER SHOPS.
Mr, BELL (Fussifern) asked the Becrotary
tor Public Works—

1. From vhat source oF sources s
the State butchor shops obtaining their
meat supplies ¥

“ 2. What iy the approximate cost per
Ih. from each souree?

3 What are the prices chiarged the
public 7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
Hon, W. Forgan Smith, Macley) replicd—

"1, From purchases in open warket
and from State stations,

“2 and 3, Both vost and retail preices
vare from weck to week in accordenee
with the state of the marker. Full
information in regard to the activities
of State buteher shops is contained in
the Teade Commissioner's annual report
vecentls issued, pages 11 fo 14, and the
honourable member will note that on th
prices charged to the publie a profit of
one-fifth of a penny per lh. has becn
miade sinee the inveption of the business

Ixpexpitvre 67 Acext-Gexenar's OFFICE FOR
* UONTINGENCIES ™' AND " INCIDENTALS.?
My, DEACON (Cumningham) asked the

Premior—

“What was the expondilure of the
Agent-General’s Office,  ineluged  undor
the hoading ¢ Contingoncies " and item
'Tncidentals’ during eaoh of the vears
10215 o 1814-15, inelosir¢, and also
the pears 1918-19 to 1923 2§, inclu=ive?”

The PREMIER (Mon, 5. G. Theodore,
A illagne ) replipd—

“The information will be ohiain.d.”

[9 OeroBER.]

Nuvigation Acts, Ete., Bill. 1451

Evpexnirrer 1% Cosxeerios witH ResiowNa-
TI0% AND RETURN T0 QQUEENSLASD OF LarTe
Agext-Gexrmae (Hox. J. A, Frelny).

Mr, DEACOXN asked  the
Premier—

“ 1. What expenditun was inenvred by
the Govertment in connection with the
vosienation and return o Qu-ensland of
the  late  Agent-General (Mre, J. Al
Tihelly) ¥

“Z Wkat are the prigeipal items of
such exnenditure?

%3 (O what date did Mr. Fihelly
conse o draw the salary of the peoation
of Agent-General ?

#, From «hat date did the payment
of sueh salary to the new Agent-Geoeral
cominence

(C pamioghuiz)

The PREMIER (Hon. £. €. Theodore,
Chillagae) replied—
+1, £404 11s. 3d.
- W
i E.-__
Steamer  fores  of  Mr.
Fibelly .. 14313 8
Dessenger's steymor fare
aud expepses  (London
to New York and back) 145 8 4
Ay, Fihelly's  travelling
allovance, 49 duys at
£2 25 . 10218 0
Motor hire, porterage, ote. TI1E 2
£404 11

V3. 3lst Munreh, 1924,
Y4, 1st August, 18247

PAPERS.

The following papers wees laid on the
table, and erdered to be printed :—
Report of the Commissiorer of Police
for Twelve Maonths emded 30th June,
1824,
Thirtconth  anmeal  report of  the
University of Quecnilaml.

LOCAL,  AUTHORITIES ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL
INITIATION,

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane)i 1 beg
to move-—

“ That the Tlouse vill, at its next
gitting, e olye itself info a Committee of
the Whol to consider of the desieableness
of introducing a Bill te amend the
Loral Authorities Acts, 1902 to 1823, in
a cerfain particulas,”

Question put and passed.

NAVIGATION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
Inrrrariox.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brishanc): T beg
1o movoe—

“That the House will, at ils next
sitting, resolvae itself into a Committee of
1he Whol . to consider of the desirableness
of introducing a Bill to amend the
Navigation Acts, 1876 {o 1911, so as fo
provide for the berter munagement and
control of motor hoats and motor vessels
within the territorinl waters of Queens-
land, and for other con=iquential pue-
poses.”

Question put and passed.
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BRISBANE GAS COMPANY ACT fax. We know that meney has to be found
AMENDMENT BILL. 1 some guarter for the purpose of varrying
TS on the affairs of State, but this Committee

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Macluy): I beg to
move—

_“That the HHouse will, at its next
sitting, resolve itsolf into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirablencss
of introducing a Bill fo amend the
Brisbane Gus Company Act of 1864 in
a certain particular,’

Question put and passed.

EMU PARK, TINNISFALIL, JMALENY,
MORNINGRIDE, AND TOWXSVILLE
PFUBLIC LAND MORTGAGES BILL.

IN1TIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PURBLIC LANDS
tHon, W. MeCovmuack, Cairng): [ bog to
1OV o—

“That Jeave he given to introduce a
Bill to enable the truste s of eertain
L:.-wcr.'!s of lowd v Tmu Purk, Innisfail,
Malenr,  Morningside, and  Townsville,
reopeetively, within the State of Quocns-
land, used for certain publie purposes, to
mortgage the said lm‘ujJ and 1o devote the
moneys o raised to making permannt
improvements on the said Inmﬁ"

Question put aud passed,

Frst Reanixa.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cuirns) presented the
Bill and moved—

' That the Bill be now read a first
time."
Que-tion put and paseed.

The sccond reading of the Bill was mad
an Ovder of the Dag for Ionmurrn:‘—?‘ e

LAND TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Inrmamion v Coaanrree.
(M. Pollack, Gregory, in the ehair,)

Tho TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theo-
dove, Chillagee): T beg to move—
,That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced  to wmend the Tand Tax
Aot of 1016 by extending the opevations
cl:!l' !Eo su]'_lei',' land 'Lndx until t}l‘ze close of
e finaneinl year ending on the 30th da
of June, 1925." § ¥
Hon. members will understand that we
have budgeted for the continuance of the
Innd tax and that it s been impossible this
year to terminate the supor land tax, or
give relief in any other direction in direct
taxation, To realise the revenue required, it
18 necessary that the suner tax be continued
this year. If we continue the practice of
extending the super lund tax yesr by vear,
it 15 for Parlinment nt some future date fo
deside when it <hould terminate. When th-
finances improve sufficiently to warrant a
review of taxation the Government of the
dix may see their way to terminate the

super land tax or any other form of taxa-
tion that it desires,

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : 1 rvegret that it is
neecssavy for the Committeo fo coansider the
reimpnzition of a tax which is really a class

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.,

shouid realize that in certain districts—
and these districts may extend—there has
been another imposition put on the land-
owner in the form of a hospital tax, which
he has not heen nrecustomed to pay in the
ast. The burden, particularly on freehold
and—and this applies only to frechold and
not leazchold land—is hecoming verr heavy.
The local authority rates, (he State and
Tederal land taxes, the super taxation, and
the hospital taxation all tend to tax one
¢lass, who in many cases have no opportunity
of passing on the burden. It is said that
people in the eitics who awn frechold proper-
ties and receive big rentals from them have
an opportunity indirectly of recovering tho
taxation that has been imposed, but when
you go into the country—and I can speak
very feelingly for my distriet, where there is
a good deal of frechold—this form of taxa-
tion weighs very heavily on the landowner.
aan speak feelingly of the eonditions which
obtained in my distriet in 1925 and of the
fortunes of the wnfortunate people who ave
trying to make a living out of tho land,
Their stock died, and they bocame im-
poverished to such an extent that many o
them could not securn the nececsary fininca
to stork up thei: lands o n4 to muke them
payable. It is a sad state of affniva when
the Government turn vound and put o fur-
ther burden on that class of peaple.

The Treasvrer: Not a further burden.
Thizs Bill merely continucs the tax.

An Oreosition Meuper: The hospital tax
i3 a farther burden.

Mr. VOWLES: The super land tax was
bronzht in as a temporary expedient, and
it is hecoming a permanent tex. The local
authority rates are bhecoming higher, the
rates of taxation are being increased. and
now we have the super tax reimposed. IFf
taxation is fo he levied, it should be levied
on the public as a whole, and not on one
eluss. Men owning freehald should not have
to pay a land tax and then be called upon
tn pay a saper land tnx. [t is an injustice
to perptuate elass legislation of this nature.
[ rearet that it is nocessary in the first place
to raise further revenue. and in the next
pluee, that in doing so the Government pro-
nose to resorf to tha peactice of putting a
Furthier burden an the land. T sincerely trost
that in the fufure by some other means this
burden of taxation will be more eguitably
distributed than it is ut present,

Mye. MOORE (Aubigny): 1 reeret very
much that the Premior has seen fit to_con.
tinue the impesition of thi* tax, ns [ do
nat think thers is any juetifieation for it.
There i ample room ta nequive otherwise
this amaunt of money and so enable this tax
ta he done mway with, Last year the super
land tax bronght in £124 410—a most extra-
ardinars amonnt of waney to be extoried
fraom one :mall section of the eommunity.
Cortainly some of those peeale hove been
makibe a good inenme, bnt there is & much
fairer way of obtainine the money than by
placing such an imposition on ene class in the
communits Anvbody roing intn the figures
af incoms texation, and who realises the had
time that the eattle prople have had and
the amount of incomoe tax that hes heen
paid dnrinz the last twelve imonths by
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agreement  with his tenant
super  land  texation.

A GoveRxMeEST MEMBER:
on the laad,

My, KERRK: ITe does not put it on the

to mect this

He cun put it

land,  Tienses woer oreviously made for
long periads, and =ame af them have vet ten
virs beoorenn Many landoy ners in Quesn

street now find that it is a losing proposition,

Mr, Fanrernn: T sould like to know of
aryone who i= losing,

Mr. KERR: The hon, member may nat
kuow, bat 1 koow of sowe, Many land-
owners in Brishone, beenuse of the impo-
sitions of local authorities and this super
land tax, are losing and will continue to lose
an their property for the next ten years,
The Government hove not gone properly into
the =ucstion if they do nat une eremm{ that
thut is the true pesition. It is a breach of
eonteact on the part of the Treasurer in
aeain bringing in this imposition, It is a
tomporary ac#surn, bt sear after year we
livve Leen Ted to believe, by inference more
than b= direct statement, that this tpxation
would naet he dmposed again,

The Treasuver has stoted that, if Parlia-
ment disived at some future date te do
awo with this taxation, it vould be done
away with., What is the position? We are
invesling miotiey in Queensland, and our
investments are nof likely to give us a
suflicient return, so that on the face of things
it loaks as if this imposition will go on inde-
finitely, The super (ax wus imposed for a
vertain purpose, which does not new operate,
and we are lacking in prineiple if we again
impose it on the people of the State. Some
dolinite aetion chould be taken to do nway
with all this taxation which is creeping in,
Tn this year's budget there is to he £285,000
exten taxation imposed in connection with
stamp duty and £300.000 odd for railway
fares and freichts,  Where is this going to

ena?  Some definite action shonld be taken.
A protet should bhe made in vegard to
any extra imposition.  While Queenslend

ir nutting on extra taxation, New South
Wales 15 taking it off. These are the con-
ditions which the people of Queensland have
10 live under te-day. and they are bringing
Queenslund  down in regard to secoudary
industries as vell as in primary production.
1T we took off tixation to-day nmlplr't maoney
be put iote indo-try, we should recoup our-
selvis o hundred-fold, and by the mones
being  put into secondary  industries the
people whe are prodecing would be ahle to
vy income tux. That is what we should
ook to. Tt is seandalons (o beine in this
extra taxation vear aftor year withont any
hopwe nf redress.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 was
haping that we had secen the lnst of this
toxation.

Qrpogrmoy Mesuens: Hear, hear!

Mr. NEACON: Not only has a land-

avner ta pay this super fax, but he has to
nay other taxes sueh as ircome bax,  1F his
Innd is over a eertain value he has tn nay
what e really a tax on his capital, whether
it is his own oo whather it is hoyrowed, A
mon wmax be morreaged up (o the hilt, as
rame of these peaple are, but that is not
tken dvtn aeeount,  He has o pay taxa-
tion on the other fellow’s money and there
i+ no possible means of getting out of it

[3r. Eerr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendme-nt Bill,

Then it hits the man who is not fully cstab-
lished.

A Goverxyext Mexner: Tell us whom it
dors hit?

Mr., DEACON : It hits everyhody with a
land value of over £2,500. If u man lets his
copiind stay idle and invests it in bords, his
capital i¢ mot taxed, but the man who has
his capiral invested in land hes fo pay o tax
on his capital, and very often it is not his
money 4f all, and he ha no possible means
of passing on the fax. We are often told
that the city landowners pay all 1111!-.‘t:|x. but
on looking up tho last report I find that
seven frnit growers. 46 dairy farmere, 238
aenernl farmers, 660 pastoralisi-. and 180
other holders of country land paid super land
tex, ar a total of 1,141

Tho Treasvrer : The hon. member is tuking
up the position that this only applies to
cauntre lands, He says that 1,141 owners of
country lands ave taxed, but he does not give
the details for town and city lands.

My, DEACON: Woll, leave that out.
Theve is w lurge number of country land-
owners who do pay super land tax, and they
puid last y ar in the wgeregate £124,410.

The Treasvrer: The veport shows that
1,141 owners paid £58,537,

AMr. DEACON : Bat cven then the country
Inndowners insist thut they cannot pass it on.
There is no means at all of doing so.

The TrUASURER : That statement is directls
contradiciory of tho stntoment made by the
hon. member for Windsor. The latter says
it can he passed on, but the hon. member says
il counot be passed on,

Ar. DEACON: The Lon, member was
spenking of town lands—of shops—and I am
speaking of farming lands, [f o man owns

a shop, he can puss on the fax.
[1030 am,] It i= mot good business on the

part of the Government, nor 15
it fair, that they should tax both a man's
vapital and hiz incom . If he is a producer,
he has na means of shifting the burden. Of
courso we have to rsise money, and the
fairest means of ralsing it is by an mcome
tax, by which ecverybody will pay equaliy
aecording to his meons, and at the same time
abolishing the land tax.

Mr. WARREN (Morrumbn) ; Two or three
vears ago everr hon. member veckoned that
the absolnte limit of taxation had been
rached. We heard that on both sides. Yet
this your we are going in for new taxalion,
and thi. super tax is going to be reimposed,
although it hite the ono cluss which eannot
yass it o Tn the ens of the ownoer of town
{nnds it is going to be passed on to the
consumer., In my opinion it is not going to
Lit the city people so much as the country
people who actually pay the tax, and also
hit the consumers in the city and thus con.
tinue the high eost of living.

The Government shonld be doing their best
to roduce taxakion, Heavy taxation is cer-
tainly affocting business in the State and
proventing people from going in for legiti-
mate entorprise, If we are to go in for
socondnry industrics, we must have less taxa-
tion. We are actually driving industries out
of the State. Tyery hon. member profe.ses
to be desirous of introducing secondary indus-
trios—we huve heard that from hon. members
on the other side ns well as on this—and that
is the only way in which we can make
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Queomsland advance. It is all very well o
s in for land settl=ment, hut we ean never
unprove the condition of the people unless
wio ger peaple to come here to consuma our
praduee.  Thi- is not the way to do that.
The Trossurer knovs that he is being pushed
im by extromists, and that this moneyv is
cequired to indalge in wild-eat speculation.

Mr. KING (Logan): T look upon this Bill
as legalised robhery,

The Taeasurer: Thal iz a pretty strong
terim,

Mr. KING: I conld say something else.

The Treasvrer: You might say that all
taxation was logalized robhery.

Myr, KING: I do not say that all tvxation
1= unjust; evervhbody kuows that taxation is
nezpssary,  Bome people say that all taxation
15 robhery, but I do not say that. Of course
nobidy Tikes paying out money if he can
avoid it: but this particular taxation is
logalized robbery. We have to bear in mind
that the tax Aect which we are proposing to
comtinue vas imposed for a speeific purpose,
and was to bhe only o trmporary measuare.
We have been led to believe that this tax
vould not be reimposed,

The Treasrnn: What is the hon, gentle-
man’s definition of * robbory™ ?

L]

Mo WING: Unjustly trking away that
which davs noi belong o vou.

The Trrsstees: Does the hon. pentleman
snguwest that nnder this Bill T sm going to
talke away something that docs not belong
1o the Stare?

Mr. KINGE: No. The hon. gentleman
has the neceswurs stututory power, and that
is why I sar the voblory is leaalised.

The Trei-vrer: The hon. gentleman scoms
tn be contradictor:

My, KING: Tf anvone were to put his
hand inio my pocket and extract something,
that would be unlawful.

The Tresstren : That is not the intention
undey the Bill,

My, WING: It almost amounts o that
During the puast few voars we have been
led to Lolieve that this tas, which was
imposed for u snecific purpose, was not going
to be reimposed,  That purpose T contend
hns passed, but the Treasurer savs it is neces-
sary to reimpose the tax becanse the Govern-
ment are depending on the money to balance
the lodger at the ond of the year. There
is somothing else bohind the Bill, and it is
this: Thiz form of taxoiion is part and
paveel of the sncialistie poliey of the Govern-
moent, and that is (o u'mEn it so hot for those
who hold land thet it will he impossible for
them to continue to hold it.

The TrEASURER : Ta make it impnssible far
perzons ta hold lavge areas of froehold land.

My, KING: No one believes that a person
should hald a lovge wyer of freehald land;
but this fax does not hit the large holdor
only; it hits the small man oo,

The TreasvserR: What dovs the
gewtleman mean by “emall man'?

Me. KING: A man who has 100 acres,
If a man has land worth £300, he will be
subjeet ta the fux,

The Tnessverr: No.

hon.

[9 OcToBER.]
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Mr, KING : If he has land io the valoe of
£1,500 he will be.

The Treasvrer : No. £2,500.

My, Corniss: Stick up for the fat man.

Mr KING: I wm not sticking up for the
fat man.

Mr. Corrins: My word you are

Mr. Kerr: 16 is a question of prineiple.

Mr. KING: This laxation is fo be im-
posed iu addition to the ordinary land tax,
and all forms of local nuthority taxation,
suoh us the hospital tux, and othor forms of
taxation, There are a number of forms of
taxation that c¢an be imposed b the loeal
authorities, and they are all taxes imposed
on land, These taxes are imposed on land
to male it impossible to ewn frechaold land
and thus deprive people of the ownershi
of frechold land, That is part and parce
of the Govornment's policy.

My, ROBERLUS (Fast Tonwaomba): The
Govornment should give thiz matter very
gevious ooy sideration, We must rocognise
that lund tax is very high in Queensland,
and this super fax is impesed as an addi-
tional tax. Refereiice has heen made to
the guestion of whether this toxation is
passed on.  In connection with any leases
that mny have heen entered into sinee the
passing of the Act, I say quite definitely
that this tax is passed on; but many
arcangemonts extending over a numbor of
years were made in eonne tion with premises
print to the pa=sing of the Act, and this fax
in those cases has to be borne by the land-
owner.  When now lesses are enterod into,
the landowners make arvangements whereby
all theso taxes are paid by the tenanis, with
ihe resylt that that expenditure is added on
to the ecost of ecarrsing on the respective
busine ses.

The Triwsuren: In that case the landlord
dacs nat get a smaller vent because of the
land tax.

Mr. ROBERTS: Many valuable premises
have beon orpeted in Queen strect, and are
working to the fullest exient of their produc-
tiveness,

The Treastrer : The tax is imposed on the
vnimproved value of the land.

Mr, ROBERTE: 1 know that is =o, but
hese businosses have ereated o value in the
lond by reason of their location.

Mr. Hanrtey: How do you make it ont?

Mr. ROBERTS: 1f the hon. member for
Fitztoy was engaged in business he would
know that in taking over his premises it is
lnid dawn that the rotes and faxes shall be
naid by the tenant, and the rates and taxes
have to be passed on by him,

Mr, Iiwveey @ You supported this tax wher
van were o member of the Labour party.

Mr. RODERTS: I ain dealing with taxa-
tinn as it exist to-day. T have been looking
into this matter in the short time at my dis-
sosnl this morming, and T quite agree that
it iz not posable to compare this tax until
it pets over £8,000,

I want lo show the differonce in this taxa-
tion in {he various Stales. T have worked
it oui vonehly ilint a person owning £4,900
=orth of land in Quion strect pays £52 1s.
Gid. in land tax, If that person owned
Innd of (he same value in Victoria or South
Australin he wonld he called uwpon to pay
anls £19 Bs. 3d, There is zome reasonable
justification, therefore, in the contention

My, Roberts.]
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that business is interfered with by taxation.
The person whe has to pay this tax on a
Queen sirool property must make it a first
tax on industry.  I4 has (o be earvioed first,
It makes it difficult to carry on business, be-
eause much of our compotition comes from
Vietoria.

The reastupn: The bhon. member once
supportod the Lnbour party, who advoeated
that tux,

Mr, ROBERTS: T am dealing with the
Jogislation of the Govermnent as it affec:s
the eountiy.

The Trivsuner: Bul you advocated that
tax.

Me, ROBERTR: 1t i3 o long timoe since T
wis a supporter of thee Labour party. I am
eriticising the laxation proposuls of the Go-
vernment, [ want to show that in Vicioria
the land fax is only &d. in the £1, and it
15 o detimite fax. There is o super tax there
of 5 per cont.  In Quepnsland onr land tax
viges from 1d. in the £1, and with the super
fax londovners are compelled to pay from
2id. up to 6d. in the £1. That is a tremend-
ous iposition as compared with the tax in
Victorin and South Australia,

New South Wales is inoa very difforent
position.  Their position is far beiter than
ours,  In that State land tox ix levied only
in the unineotporated portion of the wotern
divirion of the State, as provision has beon
made for the suspension of land iaxation by
tho certral guvermment where o geneval rvate
of not less than 1d. in the £1 on the unim-
proved capital value is levied by the leeal
authority,  Svdney does not pey any land
tax or super tax. Contrast that with a Queen
stroet property valued at £4.900, which has
to pay £52 1s 54d. I agron with those hou.
members who have preeeded me that there
is every veason why the Government should
consider the guestion of wiping ont  this
super iand {ox.

Question—T1ut the THIT De intreduced (3lr.
Pheodard's motion)—put; and the Committeen
divided :—

Aves, 84,
M. Burher My, Hynes
.. Bedford o Kipwnn
. Berteam w Land
«  Buleork 4 lareombe
«+ Collins o Llovad
v Convoy w MeCortnack
. Cooper, F, A, w MeLnchlnn
o Cooper, W. o Mullan
25 Unsih w Wiovdun
. Farretl 4w Hyan
o Ferricks W Emith
o Fules v+ Theadarn
o Gildsy w Wellinzton
o Gillies w Wilsan
. Gledson W Winstunleg
o Thison o Wright

. Hartley

Tellers: Mr. Dush and Mr Farrel’
Nopes, 17

Mr. Bell Ar. Moore

. Corser .. Morgan

. Oostells W Notr

4+ Vencon b Jtobprts

iy Bedwards 0 o Swayne

o« KErr v Taylor

. King o Vowles

w Logan w Waorrén

Maxwell J
Tellerrs 1 Mr. Holl and 3y, Ker,

Payas.
Avis, AT
Mr. Payne M. Appaed
o Brennan tennd
o Stoplard by ton

Resolved in the affirmative.
[ M. EKoberts.
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The Ilouse resumed,

The Cuamuas reported that the
mittee had come to a resolution.

The rveolution was agreed to.

Clom-

Firsr ReaDpING,

The TREASURER (Hon. B, J. Theodore,
Chillipror) presevied the Bill, and moved—
Y That the Bill be now rend a first
timie.”
Questiutt put and pessed,
The second veading was made an Order of
the Day for te-niwrrow.

APPRENTICESHIP RBILL.
REcoMAnTTAL,
(Afr. Follock, Gregory, in the elair.)
On new clause inserted fo follow elause 25,
reading—
“ Every cmployer shall be entitled to
employ at leust one apprentice "'—

on which the SECRETARY FOR PURLIC
WORKS (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, MWyalay)
had moved the faollowing smendmont :—
AL the beginning of the clause ins et
the words * Subject to this Act.'™
Me. KERR (#negyera): The Minister
tald the Committee yesterday that there is
uo intontion by his amendment to alter the
principle of the new clause, He made the
definite stutement that an employer shall be
entitled to omploy at least one apprentive.
Fie further confirmed that by saying that
that is the intention of Parlisment, and
thit the infention of Parliament vwill be
congidered when this matter is being dealt
with in anather place, e has miven us to
undevstand that an employver may engage
an apprentive * Bubjet fo this Aer”  We
are prepatl to sceept the Ministor's assur-
poee in that rezard, but we uinst have that
ysaurenee put down in bluck and white
The Sereersry Por Pusuie Works: You
inust have what?

Mr. KRERR: | will tell the Minister what
I propose.

The Becneriny ror 'vsuic Worgs: You
aro nob iy o position to dictate, you know.

Mr. KERR: T am guito awnre that T am
not in o position te dictate. 1f T had thot
power, I would dictate to the hon. gentle:
min pretly quickly.

The Secwrrary ror Prerre Works: You
would never live to tell the tole if you did,

C Mr KERR: T know the hon, sentloman
15 pratty good at words, but they wounld not
get hin very far

The CITAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KERR: The proposod amendroct
rofuires the vluscst seruting on the part of
this Committer to muake the eluuze what
we intend it should be. It mav refer to
indontures “ Bubject to this Act.”™ examina-
tions. the protection of apprentices, transfors,
and various other metters. Now we come
1o the very vital point. In the opinion of
the Opposition, 1% has a {ar erenter signili-
eaneo than that, and the Minister has not
told us that it hirs nol pot that significance
1f he wili say that it has not thar signifi-
eance, we may eceept his assurance: bup we
would like him to go further and make 1t
very elear in this Bill. The new clause 26,
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not, or whether the apprentices were subject
to the regulation of wages and conditions of
labour luid down in the Bill or not.

Ii the coutention of hon. members opposite
were aceepted, it would deprive the  pros-
rnrlw_u nnrentice of the protection which
iy this Bill we are giving fnim, and to thet
extont would defest the purposes of  the
Bill.  The hon. member for Enoggera, in
his usuul fatuous seyle, reforred to  the
Industrial Arbiteation Act. It is HECOssn Ty
that this Bill shou'd e read as one with
the Tnductrisl Arbitention Aer, Loeause the
Arbiteation Court is the tribugnl which fixes
the wages. the hours of laboar, and the
whole host af conditions telating to  the
employment of all kinds of labour, and it is
necoary that it should have that pewer.
The position with rogard to the conrt’s
power in fixing the proportion of appren-
Bees is that it s subjeet 10 the Industrial
Arbiteation Aet and this Bill, so that the
courl in making an award dealing  with
apprentioss must make that award in con
sonanee with this Bill, which is fo be read
as one with the Industrial Arbiteation Act.
Is not that perfectly plain? I am sure it
is perfectiy clear to you, My. Pollock, and
ane's mind must be particularly obtuse if
he cannot understand the position. When
this elnuse is amended in the direction thai
I propose, the eourt in making an award
relating to the proportian of apprentices
will hiave to make that award in consonance
with this Bill and the Industrial Arbitration
Aet. A one-man employer, sueh as the
saddler referrod to by the hon. member for
East Toownomba, or a plumber who is
carrying on busiress in a country town and
who is @ qualifizd tradesman, will be entitled
to one apprentice,

Mr. Kixa: Not if the Arbitration Court
snyva otherwise,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
Tf be has a nuinber of men, and desires ta
have more than one apprentice, he will bo
subject to the proportion fixed by the Arbi-
tration Court in that particular award: but
this clause will apply, and an» award made
v the court will be in consonance with this
Rill. If hon. members opposite persist in
their opposition to this clauze, we shall be
justified  in seuming  that  they desire
emplayers to have the vight to emplav n
boy irrespective of any conditions regarding
employment—

Mr, Twror: You know that is nat trae,

Me, Maxvere: He knows it is not true,

The STCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
r the gevcval proteetion given by the Bill,
That wonld be the effeet of their propusal.

My ROPERTR (East Taowonmbn): The
Ministor's interpretation of the attitude of
the  Onposition  on this elanse is  totally
wron g lie is toially wrong in his interpre-
tation of rur propesal and as to its result
in conm otian ik the aporontice,  We have
10 recognise that there iz a large number
of irdvstries under awards which do not
wllov the employmoent of apprentices unless
uoeertrin number of wen is omploved,  That
state of affaivs is brought ahant by an
arrangement between the employers and the
emplavees, and they have mannged to get
the vonrt o sgree to that determination.
That is unjust to the youth of Quecnsland,
beenuse they are prevented from havipg an
appartunity to learn a trade, and the right

[Hon. W, Forgan Smith.
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to make such an agreement should be taken
away from £he employers and the employees.
It iz alloved nnt’or the existing law, and
we want to alter that law. The leader of
the Oppoesition made the position quite clear
when his amendment in eonnection with this
mafter wazs accepted some time apgo. Yes-
rerday woowere told that our eontention that
# bov eould not be employed in a one-man
shop was not true.  Lust yeor this question
cume up, and I made some inguiries from
the Dirvector of Lubone, Mr. Walsh, and I
made  =ame ingquiries szain this morning,
Boping to get came tabulated information
asto the nunber of approntices allowed in
the differsnt irdustries,  Unfortunately, he
has not got thes information, but he admits
that the statemient he made is guoite true
A= a martor of facr, e himself supplied the
mformation to me last session. which T
quoted in fhis Chambor.  The Dircctor of
Labour again svy that that information is
coereet. I ogaid to lim, ¢ [How do your
mspectors get on with these varigus indus-
trics? ™ He suid, “They have fo cayry
with them a cony «f aich of the Arbitration
Court awnrds.” It must be admitted that
it must take some little time for the inspee-
tars (o look up every award to see whether
& bay ean bhe anprenticed or not. or how
many men must first be employed before the
employer is allowed an apprentice. 1 con-
tent myself with quoting the information
supplied to me by the Director of Labour
last year, as he assures me the position has
not been altered. Some of the trades 1
quoted last vear in which n hoy could not
ho appronticed unless there were so many
men employed were: Saddlery, hairdressing,
engine-driving, breweries, confectioners, dis-
tileries, jam makers, warchousemen, alee-
troplaters, dental  mechanies, furniture
makers, and pieture framers. There are
soveral of those trades in which about only
one man is employed, There is a lot of
one-man shops in those trades, and a lad
could be trught an efficient trade in them.
Hon. members must realise that tne state-
ment of the Minister is not correct. Clause
17 (7) =ays—

“Nno employer  shall  contina to
employ  any minar after the neriods
montioned in subsections one, twe, amd
three hereof nnless an  indenture of
apprenticeship has been comploind.”

Onee that indenture of apprenticeshin has
heen complefed the emplayer in 2 ome-mpm
shop  bocomes  as  answersble as if  he
employed ten apprentices,

The Sreperany vor Puntie Works: This
clanse madifies that elunge to the -xtni of
ane Gpprentico

Mr. ROBERTS: Tt
situation,

The Spererany vor Pronic Works: You
may «ay so, but who would pay attention to
yon?

Mr. Kerr; ITis word is as good as vours.

AMr. ROBERTS: The Minister has to
reenenize  that this indenture, when eom-
plotod. 1mst bo in triplicate, ane copy to be
retained by the emplover, one by the appren-
tice. aod one by the Divector of Labour.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Order! T ask
the hon  moember to keep to the gquestion
before the Committee.

Mr. ROBERTS: The olause under dis-
cussion deals with apprentices.

does not maoet the
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The Secrerary vor Posuic Wonzs: You

arg making o second reading speech.

Me. ROBERTS: This clause was inserted
to allow every employer to engage one
apprentiee. I am showing that, after an
apprentic  is indentured, three copies of the
indenture are made, that ove goes to the
employer, one to the apprentice, and one
to the Director of Labour. The Minister
has stated that, if there is only one appren-
tice, ithere would be no control over him.

The Seererary romr Pusuic Womks: That
mighi bu argued.

Mr. ROBERTS: T can undertsand the
Ministor arguing anything, but that would
not moke it sound or wecepteble, T see no
reasem why the smendment should not be
accepted, ws the Bill says that one copy of
the 1ndentare shall be held by the Director
of Labour. Whar is the objeet of sending
a eopy of the indenture to the Direclor of
Labour unless it is to enable him to know
the conditions under which that iad has been
apprenticed, and to see that ihose conditions
are being carried out from time to time,
I can see no ofther reason for sending the
copy of the indenture to the Director of
Lahour.

Mr. Hartrey: That is the reason,

Mr. ROBERTS: That is my contention—
that the Director of Labour will have super-
vision over this one apprentice, the same
as he has over two or three apprentices.

The Fecrerary ror Puptic Works: He
will have supervision with my amendment.

Mr. Harriey: That is why the amendment
is moing into the Bill.

M;:At ROBERTS: He has supervizion with-
out it

Mr, Hantney: IHe has not, You seem to
ohjcet to him having supervision,

Mr. ROBERTS: T do not. What I object
tu is the employer and the emplovee, through
the Arbifration Courf, having the right to
say that po apprentiee shall be taken into
any induostry.

Mr. HamrTeey: You cannot say that iz in
this clause,

Mr. ROBERTS: T do say it. We know
that fo-day there is a large number of our
trades in Queensland in which the Arbitra-
tion Court—rightly [ suppose hon. members
opposite will maintain, gut wrongly aceord-
ing to my opinion—have come to s decision
that no spprentice may be ongaged,

LIr. KING (Logan): The whole paint on
which the debate is hanging is in connection
with the situation that might arise, as
surrgosted by the hon, nmiember for Fast
Taawannba, who spoke of the cuse of a
bayv whio wished to be anprenticed 1o o
tradesman in Tooweomba, Under the Bill, az
it stands, thiat hoy eould be apprenticed {o
tho tradesman without the interferonce of
anybody, and if he is appreeuticed he is
apprenticod under the provigion set oub in
this Bill, If the words “ subjeet to  this
At " are inserted, it will «imply mean that
ihe troddesman cannat have an opporiunity
of ongaming that bov, beeause the wvords
“subject 1o this Aet”’ would mean that the
Court of Industrial Arbitration could detoer-
mine whether thut man ecould engagoe the
boy or not, and micht make eonditions
wherchy the boy could not be indentured
to that tradesman. It takes away the

[9 Ocrosen.]
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unvestricted liberty of a tradesman having
the right to cmploy an apprentice. That 1s
the whole point.

Mr, Hamreey: Tt 1= not, 16 moeely says
he must have at least one npprevtice,

Mr. KING: e may huve of least one.

Sl Hanreey; Only tsubject to tlus Aet,”
and ot snbjec to the Arvhitration Court.

Mr, WING : * Subject ta this Act " What
does that mesn?  * Subjoct to this Act”
anil the Todusteial Avbiteation Act. You
st veally consider the Tmdwstrial Arbitra-
tign Ac¢t a3 the back of thiz Bill. That Act
has to be consideved bofore the boy may be
indontared.  You muyst read the twe mea-
sures as one, 1 dely {the Minister to pomt
oul any Aect under which appreotices may
b appronticed exeept under the Bill we ave
considlering,  The hon. gentleman eannot do
sa  1f a boy is to be apprenticed at all, he
must came  wnder this Bill, and will be
bound by the conditions of this Bill.

Mre, Hamreey: Bors were apprenticed
Liefore this Bill was introduced,

3Tr. Kerr: There have been regulations
under the Industrial Arbitration Act. The
hon. member dops vot koow what he is talk-
ing about.

The CHATRMAN : Ovrder!

Mr. KING : Before the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aet eame in there were no regulations
al all. Tt was simply a muofoal agreement
between the employer and employes. These
words **subject to thizs Act’ are going to
ivterfere with the rights of the employer
and the employee.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Trom the
insistence with wiich hon. members apposite
have oppesed this amendment, it begine
make it look as 1f. without the amendment,
the clause vas loaded in faveur of the
employer in some way that they desired,

My, Kmxg: Nat at all.

3r. HARTLEY: Their endeavours are
not out of eonsideration for the welfare of
apprentices at all, Tt makes me come to the
conelusion that if hon. members opposite
arn so lkeon in opposing the amendment, 1%
might be just as well to oliminate the vhele
cliuse.  [Opposition langhter.)  The Bill is
fairly complete as it ie. It is certpinly a
good provision, particularly as apphwed to
smill isolated centres, that an employar can
heve at least one apprentice, free and
untrammelled,

Mr. Kive: You do not believe in that.

Mre. HARTLEY ¢ T do: bot no one cin say
that any man in_ a =mall towp oo our
Wastern Railway should have the right of
emoleving a lioy as a sort of penera! facrotum
ol jack-of-all-trades. If he iz a painfer.
he cannot have a boy as an epprentice to
the painting trade and then employ him in
driving a cart, or ns his messenger in 4
hunered and ene othey wavs, e ean anly
have him “subject to this Aet,” and he
must eanform to the conditions impaesad in
cennection with the fteaching of the painting
trade,  Unless there is some hidden nlterior
motive by which members of the Oppo-ition
wizh to defeat the good provisions of this
Bill, T ¢avmot o why thev are opposing this
amendment.  'The eontention of the hon,
member for Fast Toowoomha that in clpuse
17 thers is a provizion that prevents an
employer acting in the wiy suggestod has

My, Hartley.]
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no weighi at all. Clause 17 (7) provides
that—

#*No employer shall continue to

employ any minor after the perods
mentioned in subsections one, two, and
threa hereof unless an  indenture of
apprenticeship has been completed.”

One of the conditions is that the minor must
have a three months’ probationary period
ta aseertain whether he is suited fo that
perticular trade or not. An indenture does
not mean that a minor must have served his
apprenticeship. It means that the employer
and the guardizn of the minor will have
signed an erticle of indenture of apprentice-
ship to that particular trade. But that does
not affect the conditions under which the
apprentice shall work or the number of
men who miust be employed by the employer
befare that minor can be apprenticed. As
to the argument that there is no Act govern-
ing appronticeship, theve was an Act thivty
vears ngo that made it possible for a boy
to be bound as an apprentice, and, when
the hon, member for Logan and the hon.
member for Enoggera said there was no
such Act, they did not know what they were
talking about.

Mr, Kenr: 1 did not say anything about
it. You tell the truth.

Mr. HARTLEY : The hon, member says
so many thiogs that are not true that he
does not know what he says, There was an
Act thirty years ago in this State under which
boys could be apprenticed. T think it is
some twenty-five years since my own articles
of apprenticeship were signed, and they were
a much mora dristic set of articles of appren-
ticeship than any that can be found in Aus-
tralin to-day. 1 hope the opposition to the
amendment will cease, because it is beginning
to ereate in my mind an impression that in
trying to get the Minister to agree to the
clause as originally passed hon, members
opposite had some ulterior motive and wished
to defeat the goad provisions of the Bill,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I cannot nnder-
stand the objections of the Minister to the
proposal made by members on this side in
connection with the amendment. Tt was
pointed out by the hon, member for Enoggera
that clause 1 of the Bill distinotly provides—

“MThis Aect may be etied as ‘ The
Apprenticeship Act of 1824, and shall be
read as one with * The Industrial Arbitra-
tion Acts. 1916 to 1923.' ™

If words mean anything at all, this Bill is
to be read as one with the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, and the Industrial Arvbitration Act
is stated here as being the principal Act, and
the principal Act will prevail, notwithstand-
ing what the Minister has said, There would
be no clashing in {he way the Minister
stated, but there ecould be in the way the
hon. membear for Fast Toowoomba said. That
hon, member vead out a certain number
of trades and ecallings in Queensland where,
by arrangement beiween employers and em-
playees, mo apprentices, unless a certain
number of journeymen were engaged, could
be employed in a particular ealling. It is
quite clear that the courr need not take any
notice of this clause at all.

The Secrerary vor Prerie Works: Do you
say that the Arbitration Court must not take
notice of this Bill? Do you suggest that
they ignore an Act of Parliament?

Mr. TAYLOR: T do not say they will
not take any notice of it, but they can

[My. Hartley,
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simply say that these men shall not have an
apprentice if they do not wish.

The Secrerary vor Pusizc Womks: When
this Bill hecomes law, it is ta be read as
oup with the Industrial Arbitration Act and
bocomes o purt of ir. Sorely in making an
nward that award must be in consonance with
the Apprenticeship Act?

Mr. TAVLOR: Not at all. It is not
mandaiory that 1t shall be in consonance.
The eonit could make an award quite apart
from the clause we are considering here
wher vou put in the wowds, '~ subject to this
Aet.” " The amendment as foreshadowed by
the heon. member for Knoggera certainly
cleurs the ground. The charge made by horn.
members oppoesite that the Oppo-ition 18
simply actusted by a spirit of ** cussedness 2
in order to allow emplovers to do what they
like is not correet.

The Secrerary ror Prmue Woaxs: Why
did vou mauke immicndoes about my motive
in proposing the new clawe?

Mr, TAYLOR: I did not hear any made,

The Brcrerary ror Practe Wonks: Hvery
speaker on that side other than yourself has
dome so,

Mr. TAVLOR: I am not making any
inmuendoes at all, but I say that the amend-
ment outlined by the hon. member for
linogrera clavifies the position, and makes
it perfeotly plain, The Minister, when speak-
ing yesterday, said that the Apprenticeship
Act would prevail, but I do not agree with
that. The right still exists for employers
and employoes to meet together and say that
there shall be no apprentice in a particular
calling. How will this new clause operate
it the employers and employees take up thut
attitude?

The Secrerany ron Pomrie Womgs: If an
cmployer does not wani an apprentice, you
cannof force him to have one. ake, for
example, the hon, member for Toowong; he
did not have any, and we could not force
him to have any.

Mr, TAYLOR: I would like to kuow from
the Minister in what way the amendment
foreshadowed by the hon. member for
Enoggera would emasculate the Bill, or what
truuﬁ%a there would be in adminisfering the
measure if the amendment were adopted. 1
fail to ser where it can do any injury to the
Bill at all.

The Secretsry For Puptic Womks: The
amendment that I have proposed is all that
i3 Mecessary.

My, TAYLOR : T think it is not sufficient,
and I believe we shall find that, instead o
improving, we shall injure the Bill. and
what is sought will not be accomplished.

Mr. KRRR (Bnoggere): 1 want the Minis-
ter to understand that the Opposition are not
agninst his amendment. We wanl bays whe
arc apprentices to be indentured and the
other conditions of the Act to be made
applieable to them.

The Secrrrary ron Prscic Wonks: Then
why are you opposing the amendment?

My, KERR: We are not opposing it; but
let us have the amendment I have suggested,

The $scrersry ror Preue Worxs: That
would make matiers worse.

The CHAIRMAN : Opder! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in disenssing his suggested,
amendment.
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Noks, 11, prevail, This Bill deals ouly with appren-
Mr. Barues, G. P. Mr Maxwell tices. The Minister has just caveied an
y» Harmes, W.HL. w Moore ampndment. and we want to add to il w
" g‘fut o Q::f“‘ make it quite _lear that the powers of the
" L‘nﬁe:n * Siokerts :'l-mnl]] won to engage an apprentice will not
" Costello " Sizer we limited. [ L
w Deacon . Swayne Mr. Hagmey: Ther will be able to limit
» Elphinstone w Taylor the nwnber, but not to prevent ape appren-
. ]g;; i “:‘:};’u tiee being emploved,
» 4 o

Telleps : Mr, Bull an Mr. Sizir.,

Pan
Avvs, Nons,
Mi. sy Ar. Appe!
. Brevaan v Hrand
w lesisp o letersom

Resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. KERR (Knoggera): 1 beg io move
the following further amendment ;—
* After the word * Aet ' in the amend-
ment just inserted, insert the words—
*Aud notwithstanding anything con-
tuined in the luduutriaF.:\rb;trati on Act
of 1916-23." "

The elause will then contain a prineiple
which we all want in the Bill and have
alwavs wanted in the Bill, The fear of
the Opposition i3 that the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act will take control out of the
hands of Parliament. The Industrial Arbi-
tration Act gives the judge power to decide
the proportion of wpprentices to be allowed.
In the iuterpretation of the words “ipdus-
rrinl matters,” the Aet says the court has
jurisdiction to decide the number of appren-
tices. It was not the intention of Parlin-
mene to give thy court the power to alloeate
the number of apprentices to be allowed
under this Bill. 1f it is the intention of
Parlinment to lay down definitely under this
Bill thut an employer may engage one
anprontiee, then we should not under any
cirewmstances permit the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Canet to override the Jintention of
Parlinment, 1 hope that the Minister will
et the reasonablencss of my amendment
amid aceept it, so that the matter may be
cleared up.

The SECRET \RY FOR PUDLIC WORKS
(Hon, W. Forgun Smith, Markay): 1 have
na intertion of accepting the amendment,
Te moeans that the employer of ene appren-
tiee is being Liftedl ecompletely outside the
ambit of the Industrinl Arbitration Aet

Mr. RKene: It means nothing of the kind.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Ir eans that so far ne the wagos and houes
of approntl s are concorned the Industrial
Arbiteaion  Aer would vet apply,  The
amendiont vould  make the elause ook
ridicalons. Tt is que tonable whether the
apiendei nt i iy ovder, beepuse provious
smenduents approved of by the Committes
make the Iudvesivinl Avbitration Aet applie-
able to this Bill. The Act and this Bill
mse b vead ay one.  After thar prineiple

Te boon accepted by ahe Commiftee it s
nees preooseid o do sametling jo nullily
thut peineinte,  If thas  amendment  were

worppitrd, the emiplaver of one apprenticas
woulid e ble to fiout the provisions ef the

Industrinl  Arbitration Act.

Mr. MOORE (Awbivwp) 2 "The contention
of the Secverary for Public Waorks is abso-
lutely absurd. The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly well that nothing of the sort would

[Air. Kerr.

Ale. MOORE: 1 contend that the court
will be able 1o carry on exactly the sumoe as
in the past unless the anwndment of the hon.
wember for Enoggera is put in. It has
been our contention all theough that the
courr will still have the power to limit
the number of apprentices in proportion to
the nnmber of jonrneymen employed. We
sarticnlarly want the one-man employer to
he able to tuke an upprentice. That is the
enly purpose we arve endeavouring to effect.
There is nothing in the amendment 1 seept
an effort to clarify the position. There 1s
nothing to say thut the wages paid will not
w fixed under the Industrinl Arbitration
Act,

The Secaerary For Puuae Womks: Do
:Aou understand  the Industrial Arbiteation

ck?

Mr. MOORE: Pretty well, bus T do not
think, from the contention of the Minister,
that he understands thar Act.

The Secrerapy Fou Pustie Womke: Do
vou know that we have power under a clause
in the Industrial Arbiteation Act to taks
away frem the court powers relating to
apprentices, and to do it by regulution of
tlie Governor in Council ?

Alr. MOORE: You had that power Lefore
this Bill war introduced.

The Seceeriy For Prmuie Works: The
Arbitration Court may alter wages and bring
them inlo consonaner with onr regulntions,

AMr. MOORE: TIs it likely that the clause
as amended by the Minister is going to be
offeerive? Is it going fo prevent the vourt
alteving wages now?

The Secarmny con Prooe Womks: The
Arhitration Court is going to do the right
and propoer thing, as it has always done.

My, MOORE: The Minister says *‘as
it has ab ars done” We want to et away
frowm that position. We wait an nmendment
of the law so that we may get awar from
the pesition of what = the court has always
done 7 in limiting apprentices to different
trades.

The Ssceray vor Prooe Works: Yo
pre trwing to being peineiples imo the Bill
it wre quite canteary to prineiples which
linve bown affiened previousiy.

Mr. IOORE; [ do not acven with the
fion, gevloman,  The amendmont is mevely
i Aarify the positiod,

The Secreriry rod Prae Works; Te
iake it as clear as mud,

Mr. MOORE: That mov Lo the opinion
of the Minister. The hon, geotlemaa s
st takin. up an obstinate atiitnde Lecause
wo o nre endeavoueing m seoure somothing
which is wauted very mweh by a lorge
section or the people,

Mp, Hamtoey: It is not goite ¢lear what
vou want to seeuro in this clanse.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member shonld
kuow., as we have expluined it cloarly
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erpngh, The Minister #aid that the Avbitra-
tion Court has alweyz acted in a way that
15 jnst and fair.

The Srererary For Pronie Works: T said
that it has nlwi-s done the right and prapec
thing, T'his Bill is on amesdment of the
Low which the court will acecept end frame
awatds necordinglye,

Mr. MOORE: The amendment of fhe
Minister will not make clear to the Avbitea-
Court what we ars cndeavouring ta seonre.

Mr, Hamtey: Do you say the Arbitra-
tion Court has not always acted in a4 oy
that is vight and fair?

Mr. MOORE: I say it has acted in a
way that Lrought about the limitation of
appreutices, and we want w ger away from
that pozition.

The Secmerary ror Pusric Woeks: Very
few employers, if any, have the proportion oi
apprentices they are allowed to engage

Mr. MOORE: That is ontside tho scope
of this question. [ am not arguing that
they have or have not got their gnotu, T
want to make it clear that the man who
does not employ a jowrnevman shall have
the right to employ an apprestice. I want
to assist the ore-man chop.

The Seererary ror Pinue Wonss: Under
this Bill a oneanan _employer will be entiled
to have an apprentice, provided he couplics
with th: econditions.

Mr. MOORE: Expctly so—* provided he
complies with the conditions.” We do net
want the \rbitration Court to come iu and
limit his powers, as it has doue in tho past.
That is what we are endeavouring to secure.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswieh): It is unfair
on the part of the leader of the Opposition
13 aepusn the Minister of taking up a stub-
born attitude.  Members on this side, I
stppose, have more to do with apprentict:
than members of the Opposition, and wo are
just ns wmuch, if not more, concorned to sec
that the lads get a propor training and the
protection  that thas  clause gives. The
amendment proposed Ly the hon. member
for Enoggera would do exactly what the
Minister says it would.

The Secaerary ror Pustie Womks: They
vould put the hoys to digging post-hales.

Mr. GLEDSON: The Tndustrial Arbitva-
tion At and the Apprenticeship Aet will be
two differant Acts, and nach one will have
its own peculior funetion, It will be the
funetion of the Arbitration Court undsy tho
Industrinl Aebitration Act to reouliie the
heaes, canditions of work, and wages nid »
whielt (he apprentices shall e omyloved,
while this il mekes provision for inden-
fures ad For the appointmont of comuiittees
o look after the appreaticis, for registra-
tion, and for a genersl supervision of the
approntices

If we provide that, notvithstanding any-
thing in the Indostrial Arbitration Aet, an
employer van employ an apprentice, it will
meah that we are taking awn,  the advan-
tages of the Todustriel  Avboteation  Aet.
“hich T <o not think is the intention of
lor, members opposite. They say they do
nat want thar fo be done, vet that would be
the vesult of this amendment, [ they want
tr o something that is going 1o zllo eyven
the proprietor of o ene-man shop to exploit
i lad, then we want to know where they
stand, Even if a man is employing only one

[9 Ocroses.]
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boy. that bey bas a right to the wages 2nd
mmditicns of emplovment fixed by the Arbi-
tration Conrt just the same as if thore were
ten boys employed. To take awav that vight
wonld be n very wrong principle, and o
I-rim'i{'»lt‘ thit no member of (his Comminee
stould support.

Mr, TAYLOR (indsor):
clal=e =lares—

¢ subjeet to this Aei, every employer
shall be entitled to one apprentics,”

we elaim that the Avbitvation Court ean

v he shall nat have onu appreoiice.

Mr. Guepsox: It canvot do that.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Ministor knows guite
well that th Arbitration Court can do tha.
We kno thet the Arbitration Court lms
titerfered in the past in this matter. The
smendment  is  imtended to  safeguard  the
vight of every employer, il he so desives, to
vmploy at loost one apprentice without the
Ahitration Conrt huving the vieht 10 sar- he
slall not do so, That s the whaole ]]w-:'ition
no I nnderstand it, amd we elaim that the
pmendiment will make the position guite

Although the

Clepy,

The Secrrrany ror Prsuic Womks: The
effect would be the nullification of my
amendment,

Alv. TAYLOR: 1 do not follow the Min-
ister at all. There is no intention on the
part of members on this side of the Com-
mittee to sullify the Minister’s amendinent
in any shape or form.

The sSgcketauy ror Preuie Works: Then
why ave mombers on your side sa chstinare ?

Mre, TAYLOR : Wao are not obstinate.  Wa
nvg trving fo show the Minisioy thot he is
ar the weone teack, We want to see that
u foir show s given to overyone, To say
that we wane to soe ay approntice digging
post-hole= is o tareadiddle.  We are just as
desirou= on this side of seeing thst appren-
tiees are protected and get a Fair run as any
lien.. member opposite. and to =ay that we
are ner is o =y what is absolutelys inecrreet,

Me, Hamtiey: Your actions do not bear
ant your - mtements,

Mpe. TAYLOR: I hope the Minister will
see hus way to neeept the umendment, be-
cause under the wording of the proposed new
clause the Industrial Arbitration Court can
simply say that employers shall not iake

apprenticca.
My, DEACON (Cuaningham): I undey-
stocd  the Minister to say that employers
The trouble

would not employ aEBrﬂntlcun‘
with emiplayers has been that they say they
cannot employ apprentices under the present
svstom.  The Minister now says that the
Government, by regolation, can lay down
the eonditions under which the apprentices
nre to be emploved, and that the Arbitra-
tion Court cannat interfere with them.

Alr. Harteey: Why ean they not employ
ithem wnder the present conditions?

M. DEACON: The conditions are too
striet aml too havd, The Mimster said that.
1 underestand hat the Minister is now
chjecting to the power te make the con-
ditions nnder which apprentices are to be
employed being foken away from the Arbi-
tration Court. o has sawl that the Avbi-
tration Court cannot make the rcgulations,
but that the Government will make t_hem:
e in that ease there can be no objection to

My. Deacon,]
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aceepting the amendinent of the hon. mem-
ber for Enogoera, If the Minister is correet,
then it will nor make any difference, Hon.
meibers must realise that 1there has been an
cexrension of the jurisdiction of the Arbitra-
tion Court, and that in inture appreutices
emploved 1n the farming industry may come
under an aword of the courr. snd ther will
als0 come nnder the Apprenticeship Aet. It
1= nepessary that every employer in the pro-
tducing industries should have the righe to
enploy one apprentice.

Mr Hamrrey: On conditions that malke
ir worth while for a box to be apuy niieed.

Wr. DEACOXN: Hon membors opposite
are very suspicious, The conditions that arve
worth while are luid dowii elearly under this
Bill. Tt dees not matter wheiher there is
one apprentice or twenty appreanticcs. they
viust ail br employed under the conditions
laid down in the Apprenticeship Aer.

Mr. Harrrey: You say the present con-
di‘ions are not good encugh?

Mr, DEACON : The Government are now
introducing a modification of the conditions.
The Minister is trying to impose limitations,
otherwize he wonld not have moved his
amendment. The amendment moved by the
han, member for Enoggera makes it quite
clear that at least the right of every employer
is left as it was before. That is what the
hon. member wants. If all the producing
industries ave included in the Bill. it is
mnecessary that the conditions should be made
glear, even if in some cases apprentices arve
ar times employed in digging post-holes. It
shonld be made quite clear that every
employer may have one apprentice, otherwise
a man on a farm may be debarred from
employing his son as an apprentice.

Mr, HARTLEY (#itzroy): The hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham made a very rash
statement about the intention of the Oppo-
sition  in  opposing  the amendment just
secepted by the Committee,  The Thoun,

member's statement makes the

[12 noon] intentions of the Opposition

in_ thiz matter quite clear. The
conditions  of apprenticeship  have  been
cotttralled by the Canrr of Tndustrial Arhi-
tretion as te hours and conditions, payment,
overiime, and =0 en. The unions handling
the various trades have always had a great
deal of trouble in the first place to pet
apprentices indontured: secondly. in zetting
themn thoronghly trained instead of inerely

bomig made ceneral hands buys for the
whole shop: and thirdly. in seccuring the
regular attendince of the apprentices at

techuieal classes,  This Bill has eleaved up
the pesition, and made it plain that appren-
tires ¢hall e indentured under cortain con-
ditions, and that those econditions shall com-
pe! the doing 'of certain things.

The hon. member for Enoggera wishes ta
intrnduce  anothor issne by inscrfing the
wards,  Notwitnstanding  anything  con-
tained in the Industrial Avhiteation Act.”
The cfect of that would be to undermine
the goed conditions which have been
eranted with regard to appreniices up 1o
the present time by the Court of Industrial
Arbitration, and T have no doubt thai, if
that were brought about, the contention of
the hon. member for Cunningham weuld be
proved to be correct. That iz to say, the
Thon, member for Enoggera would have made
it worth while for employers to employ
apprentices. The objection of employers has

[Mr. Deacon.
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always been that, beeanse of certain restric-
rians, the emplovinent of apprentices has not
Lheen woarth while.  Tf under this Bill, orv
undor the Industrial Arbitvation Act, they
could use apprentices as handy bovs abour
the shops. as messenger boys, or for over-
time work, irrespective of the conditions
laid down by the Court of Industrial Arbi-
tration, I have no donbt hon. members on
the other side would have succeeded in
muline it werth while for f,'lmplc[.'ex‘s to
employ  upprentices, The abjees of the
eaiplorey has Leen o sollish one, Tt hus not
heen to got a boy whom he could train into
an officient tradesman, but to get cheap
lubour from a young lusty lad between six-
teen and eighteen years of age, so that he
tight be able to compete with men who
were employing fully qualified fradesmen
and giving them the full rates of pay.

My, MAXWELL (Toswong): 1 am sorry
{hat the argument has taken the turn it
has, but it is only in, keeping with the char-
acteristis of some hon. members on the
other side. Tho position was made perfectly
clear. not only during the discussion yester-
daxv hut also previously, that the Oppesition
dosired to soeure better facilities for train-
ing apprentices. [ want to say that the
associntion with which T am connected—the
Master Painters’  Association of  Aus-
tralia

The Secmerary For Prsuie Works: And
the Employers’ Federation.

My, MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman on
eyery oceasion tries to traduce a body of
prople—

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: But he belongs fo a
Covernment who used speeial constables at
Townsville during the railway sirike, and
asled the Employers’ Federation fo supply
them.

The CHAIEMAN: Order! If the hon.
meinber does not aber my call to order, T
shall ask him to resume his seat.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon
raises that question every time.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. MANWELL: Those associated with
the painting trade have pa-sed resolutions
to the cffcet that employers shall do all
they possibly can fo securc apprentices to
vork af the trade, and pay thrm the highest
yute possible, There are many nstanices
whore they pay them a higher rate than is
allowed under the award.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! The umﬁ:gld-
ment is to add the words ** Netwithstanding
anything contained in the Tndustrial Arbitra-
tion Act, 1916-1923.”

AMr. MAXWELL: I am coming fo that.
Tf the emplovees contend that the allowing
af one apprentice to one emplorer is goig
t9 cause industrinl strife in a certain area.
the Judge of the Arbitration Court, in order
to maintain industrin]l peace, will be guite
within his powers in ordering that the pro-
portion of one apprentice to ofie employer
shall nint ve allowed. Tt should be the desire
of all hon. members fo sec that every boy
i, taught a trade, and fo see that, if one
man i3 working at a trade himself, he shall
have the right to employ an apprentice with-
ot amy interference from the Arbifration
Court, notwithstanding what might be said

rentleman
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five hundped and sixry aeves held by oue
ovwner and whothor held in fessimple or
ey lease license or uther form of tenure
fean the Crown: when the 2ame person
i= the owner of two or more parcels of
tarud adjoining cach other, whether such
purcels are held under the some form or
under different forms of rennre. such
pareels ghall be taken ws one portion, aml
he regarded for the purposes of 1his Act
as one holding.™

The only place in which a holding is
referred to in the Bi'l is in the regulations
giving power to the board to grant permits
to trappers to go on to private holdings.
That is the only place where the interpreta-
tion is m‘:cﬂssurﬁ and that is one of the
clanzes in the Bill t0 which we strongly
object.  We consider the principle wrong,
and, although the Minister has stated that
every precaution will be taken to see that
undesirables are not pranted permits, 1t will
be very difficult to know whether people
applying for permiis are desirable or unde-
sirable.. We consider the Crown has a per-
fect right to issue permits for people to go
on to Crown lands. but it has no right to
issue permits for individuals to go on to
private properfy. Frequently in the country
women and childeen have to be left alone,
and it is gninf to cause a good deal of worry
and anxiety if strangers are to b- allowed on
the property by means of permits, The
prineiple is wrong. and one to which we
objected throughout the Bill. I therefore
more the smission of this definition,

Mr. MORCAN (Muprifla): I endorse the
remdrks made by the leader of the Oppoe-
sitton. The Minister must recognise the fact
that there 1s a large number of people whose
holdings will be greater than 2560 acres
wha are daing all they possibly can ta pro-
teet the native animpals and birds. Some
people look wpon it almost as a crime io
destroy opossuins or bears. I know of one
man who threalened to shoot any persom
whao eame on to his holding to spare opossums
and bears.

The SECcRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: He
evidantly considered that the life of an
opossum was move yvaluable than the life of
aman,

AMlr, MORGAN: The opossmin does 5o
dnmuge, It does nol vat any grass, and he
leoked mpou it as a erime for any persan
1o snare and destroy an innocens anintal.
That man takes a pride in the fact that
there ave beaes that he can see on the trees
i his paddock.

The CIIAIRMAXN: Ordor! I hope the
Lhon, member will keep to the guestion,

Mr, MORGAN: [ ma giving ceasons whr
the  definition of Ilolding ™ should  he
amitted. Tf this Bill is put into oncration,
the board will luve power 1o allov fravpers
to go on auy frechold of more thun 2,560
acrres, so that I am perfeetly in order in
what T am saying, The idea of deléting the
definition of ** tolding " as it appears in
the Bill is 1o peevent the board having
power to issuye licenscs to trappers to trap
om frechiold aveas, The rights of frecholdoers
should be respected, more especially in the
matter of frapping oporsums and benrs. A
great number of men who own  {rechold
areas rowprising more than 2.560 acres use
their land as sanctuaries for the purpese of

[M». Moore.
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allowing epossuins and hears to breed up,
and it is wrone for the Minister to introduce
a Bill ta cnable trappers to trap these
animals on those areas. Thoo arens already
come under the Marsupial Boards Act and
the Rabbit Doards Act, and pests may be
destroyed un those lands, 1F a man 1s allow-
g pests =ueh ns wallabies, dingor-. foxes,
o buried on his lond amd is making ne
attempt to destroy  them, 1 quite agree
that the marsupial  board  should  hiave
power to grant licenses (o men LG onter
upon those lands and destroy those posts,
That is the law in Victoria. Tf the owper
of a frochold in Vietoria is not destroving
the peste on his Iand, the board has power
to sond men on to the land to destroy the
pests at the cost of the owner.

At 12.25 pum.,

Mr. Grepsox (Ipswieh), one ol the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair,

Mr. MORGAX : That is quite correct, but
I feel sure that the Minister knows sufficient
aboit the hahits of the opossum and the
bear to know that ther are not pests in any
ehape v form. They happen to possess
skins which are of marketable value, and o
certain number of people are out to mnke
maney by their destruction. If money was
iver: to mon to go and devtror a pest on &
freehold, T would Lie in favour of the pro-
posal, because I contend that the owner of a
freehold has ne right to allow anr  pest
which mar become a menace to his neigh-
bour to breed on his land. We like to ses
i pet kangarco ronning about o place: yor
a trappor can kill that poor unfortunate
kangaron and got its skin, That does not
soem to me to be right.

The Minister should aceent this amend-
ment, [ know the hon. gentleman is a soft-
hearted mpn, and does not like to see wilful
and  warful  destruetion  carripd  on, It
weuld not da niy harm if we had opossums
and heors in millions: the only trouble is
that ihry possess skins of marketable value.
T hope the Minister will look at the mattor
from tha paint of view vhich the Opposition
tuko—that. if a man posses-cs o frochold of
over 2560 acres, he shonld ha allowed to
Binve Tiis properts eotverted into A sanefuary
far the lreeding and profection of opossums
anel heors.

Mr, 'WARREN (Murrumha) ¢ I feol fuite
cegtain that the Minister lias overlooked one
sspoct o weard to allowing indiscriminate
elnnehior. hecause it will be indiseriminate
if the business of frapning sets into the
hond  inte which 3t will prohable fall. It
miny fall frta sond hands, or it inay fall inte
indilTovert hands At the lambine season it
i~ fmperative that <heop hould not be dis-
tuphed. apd this Bl awill oo (0 freiction
T the soarer and  ihe sheopoawner.
The vervy fort of trappers heing allowed to
ma on to 4 frechold will tend to make the
prapvi tor anxious and {o make the trapper
eacksure and indifforent ns to what he does,
My experience vith regard to trappers is
that they are indifferent—1 do not mean to
convey the idea that they are bad—but they
aro us o rule indifferent to the stock they
comp across, Take the use of cyanide, for
ingtance. It is used in a blackguardly way.
T+ is nll very well to suy that the restric-
tions are such that people are noil sble to
buy it. Cvanide was used in my place near
the coast last season. It does not matter
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what resirietions are placed upon its sale
by rhe Government the trappers will get
hold of cyanide, and, although it is ono of
the most beninl and stupid ways of destroy-
ing these nnimals, it will]j be used. Not only
is it responsibly for loss in regard to bears
and apossums, but it can do no end of harm
in other ways. Take the harm which may
e done to a flock of sheep in the lambing
feasan. These men go about with lights at
nighi— they have a sort of open order, and
are allowed to go about practieally without
rectetetion in the padderks. 1 think there
shioald he seme restriction placed upen the
teappers, both in leaspheld  and frechold
countre. The Minister shonld ask himsell
vhether at times such ae 1 am speaking of
b would like any individual bLelonging fo
pither the apemployed ov the trapping class
to enfor his block* o must see that he is
or ating very serious trouble.

1 do not know whether the Minister thinks
that ho is fising a very high stondard by
providing that a holding of 2,560 neres shall
he u holding on which trappers may get
liconses to crrry en operations. Any num-
hor of men with 2560 aeres are small men.
Tn the western country 10,000 acres is a very
small holding. T think ihe limit is slto-
rether too low.

No doubt there are men all over Quicns-
land who make sanctusries of their holdings.
[ know one case where n man malkes any-
hody pay who wants to go on to his block,
and nlthough these sanctuaries are frw and
far between, nevertheless a great nuinber of
persous do inake sanctuaries of their plages.

and the Bill will be altogether
[12.30 p.m.] teo hard on them. 1 was expect-

ing the Government to make 1t
pagior to maintain those sanciuaries. The
Rill iz suppesed to protect these birds and
antmals, and the {mIly way to do so s to
eneoteare the creation of sanectuaries for
them. All the world over ecivilization has
killed out pative birds and animals, and the
noly plages where they are to be found in
any  quantity 15 in regions where 1t s
impossible for eivilisation to get a footing.
We oucht to rveid that in Australia, if
possible. W need sancingries for our native
wnimals, At the present time thore ave
sanctuaries where the peoople pre honestly
varrring out the law. On the Humpybong
Pemnsula the p:-uplu are rensouabls carry-
inr out the conditions of sancluary, and, if
{lre Ministor wanty to protect our birds and
animals, and i2 not merely ineodocing this
Bill az o means of cetting monev, he will
have to do il through an extension of the
sunetuary prineiple.  The fixing of a limit
A7 2.500 aeres is not going to o thal atb all
We want an arcy of 50 squaie miles on the
voust, and wo want 50 sguave rles in other
places, so that thore \-.'i!] be ma danger of
abzolutely Killing out these animals, 1
without fear of contradicticn (hat th
b Queensland do ot want to
lsone pxterminostod,

Hoxovsanne Memsers : Hear, hoar !

Me. WARREN: It i5 the ozt vowardly
and miserable thing in the warld to kill such
hapmiless little auimals, and 1 think the
whele of tueensland  shoild be mwde a
& netuars for them, There is nothing more
guaing o pleasicg than the wative bear
e dees oo harm whatoeer, and it i an
abalnie erime that the Govornment shonld
permit them to bhe kilied at all for a few
paltey " hab.®  If the Minister iz sincern

1 say
peonln
L the native
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it wanting to protect our birds and animals,
Iet him da so, but not make this Bill a
weans of collecting a few pounds. 1 hope
that, if he dovs not wipe this clause out
altogether, he will insert something which
will proteet our native founa whether on
small or large haldings.

Hox., J. G. APPEL (AZbirt): I would
like to know whether it iz the intention of the
“linister to make provision {or the procluna-
tion of sanctunries in cases where the owners
uf Iand make application for that purpese,
du my casze all I Ymd tn do was to make an
application setting out the deseription  of
my land and the locelity, and it was prantod
withont any trouble. The proclamation was
muade, and it became a sanctuary. In ony
case where an owner of u holding desires
the native fruna on his holding to be pro-
teeted and there is no rostriction, it should
be posible 1o have that holding proclaimed
a sanctuary. It mu-t be realised by an
owner who applies to have his holding pro-
claimed s sanctuary that it is just as much
a sacred duty for him as for outsiders fo see
ithat the fanna is not destroyed om his
property unece it has been proclaimed a
sanctunry. He will have no more right to
dostroy those animals than strangers from
outsida,

The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN:: Order!
This amendment does not deal with sane-
tuaries. It deals with the elmination of the
definition of ** Holdings.”

Hox. J. G. APPEL: My remarks have a
Learing on that particular questicn.

My, SWAYNE {Mirani): There is a Ligger
principle involved in this clause which has
not yet been touched upon, and that iy the
right of ownership. In dealing with this
muatter we have to tnke into consideration
the objective of the party responsible for
this legislation. We know (hat the aboelition
of private ownership in land is part of their
objective. Many Bills are brought betors us
from time to time, each tending tn abolish
the rights of cwner of property. This Bill
will tend to take away from the owner of
frechiold Tand any rights that he may desire
to exercise to preserve native animals, and
to prevent people from trospassing on his
holding.,  Bvory Bill thet comes forward
centaing some enecroachment on the rights of
Inndowners. I feel T am justified in sayving
thut it is all part of the general schome to
deprive owners of property of their rights in
land. This is cevtainly 2 very grave
encroachment. If an owner of frechold land
decides to preserve the native faung upon
his Iand and ollow 1t te live iu peace—
especially the awimnals thet ave narticularly
aimed at in this Bill—hke shonld have a per-
feet right 1o do so. If he is of the opinion
that his -tock is likely o be interfered with
by the prisence thereon of other people,
ne should be . Howved tn esercise his rights
i this particuiar vegavd, seoing that he hos
bopght the land and paid for it and is
doing no harn. Whees hi richts are not
in eonflict with the publie interest they should
be proteeted. This Bill is part and pareel
of a genernl scheme to mnke private owner-
slip worthless, and fo ereati such a position
as will make it not worth while for anyone
to cwn anything.

Mr. FOLWY (Feichhardii: 1 hope the
Minister will not pecept the smendment,

a5 it will abselutely kill one of the mair
pricciples of the Bill, The main objection

My, Foley.)

.
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raized by the Opposition in regand to
allowing ftrappers 1o enter any holding is
that it will interfore with whet they call the
sacred rights of the {roeholdor.

The object of this cleuse is to allow an
onnssiim or busr (eapper to eutor any land
whether it be Crown or froehold land. for
the purpose of trapping.  That is the main
reason for the classe, The uatural resosvee.
of the country should ot beloug to any
pepson by reason of the fact that he holds
the fee~imple of the Jand, Many of our
nuneral ressurees exist under frochold pro-
perty.  Undor the Mining Aer the Mines
Dopartment has power to pornit o pros-
pector to entor on that land to prospect for
minerals.  What we ave aiming af in this
instapes is 1o enablo a trapper te © ey on
froshold ar leaschold property to teap native
Fauna. Tt has been found by experienen
that many teappers have had to go on their
hands and knees to awners of leaschold and
frechold properties in many parts of the
Btate belore they were allowed to trap
thereon, and then onlv on payment of a
perepntooe of the cateh, or in ather words
a rovalty had o be paid ta the owners. A
trapper under the Bill, afier paying for his
livense, will be able to enter on any leaschold
or freehold land to trap. y

Mr. Hapiey: Supposiig he dumages pro-
perty while he is thers, what then?

_ Mr. FOLEY : I claim that the principle
is quite sound,

Mr, CORSER (RBurmett): The defence of
the hon. member for Leichhardt is not nlto-
gether correet.  Opossums and bears were of
such grest value in the pasy that ther: was
no necessity for trappers to po on their
hands and knees to secure permits to enter
private property. It has been proved that
uch a large trade has been cavried on in
skins, and the industry has assumed such
propottions, that it has prompted the Minis
tor to bring in this Bill. That shows that
trappers have the facilities to secure skina
under the present system.

Me. Burcoex: Owners make them pay
tribute to go an their land.

Mr. CORSER : Fach year trappers enter
my property, and I never receive a penny
from them. T also know that my neighbours
do not charge any rovalty when they wllow
trappors to go on 1heir property, [Under
the present svstem the landowner has the
right to seloet the trappers. Ho knows the
character of the trapper who goes on to lis
property. TP some owside authoriv,  is
allowed to give irappevs permission to go
an private propertv, it may happen thats
somo nmdesivable individoals will 1nterfere
with freehnld and leaschold lands. We have
instances in our eountrv districts—and the
further you po ont the more my argument
holds good—that if a trapper is refused per-
mission 10 go on to any country, he does
=0 without authority, No one at the present
fime can prevent a trapper going through
his_eountry, beoause if it bas a large ares,
it i3 impossible {0 keep o vigilant eye over
the whole of it at night time, There is a
further undesirable fact following on th
power to enter property, and that is the
uso of lichis on valuable properties which
may be used as fattening paddocks, These
prople may go on to the land and nse Tights.

Thy Secrerary sor  Acmicourure:  The
prinvipel Act provides for that,

[Mr. Foley.
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Mr. CORSER: Yes, but the Minister will
not say that he will prevent the use of
light=. I have seen men using lights pn my
own property, but one could not interfere
with them right away from ecivilisation and
away fromn the protection that would be
needed if a eonviction were secured, The
person whe would wse lights against the
law would gse a. maich the next day to burn
vou out. At present the owner has the
advantage of giving a permit to someone
whom ne may seleet, The whole territory,
whether it be an agricultural farm or a big
area of 20,000 acres, iz being seourad periodi-
cally by somebody year after year. The
results  recardnd the number of skins
eollected show thut. There is no necessity for
this definition of * Iolding. A definition
could be brought in later on, as provided
by the hon, member who moved this amend-
ment, which will give sufficiont power to
constitute areas,

It is not a matter of the trapper being
at u disadvantage. If this definition goes
through as it is the holder of the bloclk is
going to be at a disadvantage. The trapper
will have all the advantage, and, if he is
an undesirnble character, he is going to use
his advantage against the hofder of the
land. People right away beyond police
protection tust be protected by the Minister,
The hon. gentleman knows that some trappers
use cyanide, although the Act precludes its
nse,  As a result the holder of the land
loses caltle. One generally knows the man
who uses eyanide and lights, and I want to
protect the owner of the properly against
the possibility of such people going on to
his land, and to give him the opportunity of
selooting suitable people to work his country.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): 1 also
desire to voice my protest against this
definition, It is really invading the rights
of the landholder's home. The Minister
would certainly protest if someone were
given authority to enter his home for the
purpose of collecting something or other,

if he did not desire the presence of such a
person.

At 12,48 p.m,,
The CHARYAN resumed the chair.

Mr. COSTELLO: We uare zimilarly pro-
esting sygninst the Government allowing
unwanted people to go upon these properties.

The CGovernment intend to vegister the
trappers. In deoing so they take a certain
amonnt of responsibility for the action of
the treppove. A man with a liconse may go
on to a holding where the holder has his
supplr of grass or water. There may be a
fire as the vesult of carelessness ar otherwise,
and the man may have his feed burnéd right
out. Are the Government going to anecept
the reoponsibility and pay compensation for
the grass and the resultant injury to the
stock ?

Thera is another important question—that
of water, Very often—on small holdings of
2.560 acrez—such as have Leen referrnd to,
the only available water is in a dam. 1f a
trapper goes on to a property with his
packhorses and destroys the water, who is
going to bn responsible? Will the Crown
be responsible, or will the poor unfortunate
soleetor be compelled to suffer the loss?
There is nothing in the Bill to say how many
haorzes a trapper ma> take on ta a property.
During a time of droughf. if a seleetor has
a little prass and a small quantity of water
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leasehald ar frechold land for the purpose
~of trapping or shooting under
{2 p.m.] the Marsupinl Boards Acts does
not apply in the case of the
apossum and the bear, 1t does apply to the
wallaby, kongareo, emu, dingo, and fox,
heeausa they have been declared to ba pests,
and they should bue destroyed on freehold or
leaschold property
Thee [ecrerpry ror  Acmicrirure:  Pro-
vided the Loard dives permmssion,

Mr. MORGAN: That is so—provided the
hieard wives the trappevs permifs.

Bj.l\;[r. Forey: The samo applies under this
il
Mr. MORGAN: This Bill is introduced

for the purpose of dealing with opossums
and bears angd native bieds, and the reasons
for allowisig a frapper or shooter to go on
to frechold or h-nsulml{l land for destroying
the animal: T huve mentioned does  not
apply in the case of the opossum and the
bear, so thai the contention that a law is
already in existence which enables people
to go on to private property does not apply.
Mr. Forey: It 13 a similar law.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes; but the animals
concerned in the other case are pests. They
do harm to the progress of Queensland; but
the Minister cannot say that the bear or
opossum does any barm whatever. 1 have
received this felegram from Ralleston,
which T think is in the electorale of the
hon. miember for Leichhardt—

“IFind you take active part Animals
and Birds Bill. Ask your assistance to
delay progress of Bill to have amend-
ment certuin elauses. Letter following.”

That is from the secretary of the Trappers
and Senlpers’ Association.
Mr. Forey: I peceived thut, too.

Mr. MORGAN: Apparently the members
of that association ave nof satished with the
Bill in its present form. They have some
amendments they would like to make in the
Bill, and I think an association of that
description has a right to be considered.
We ought to koow what their amendments
are,

Mr. TForey: All they desire can be done
by regulation.

Mr. MORGAN: T have alsa been
approached hy various trappers in my elee-
torato, and T have been told by guite w
number of thern that they do not desire that
permits shn!l be isued to enable them ta

ga  upon  freehold or leaschold  properts
unless the helders are agrecable. At the
present timne 4 eroat number of men have

the permission of the occupicrs of the land
to snare on their country, heeause thev are
truostwiorithy  individuals, Thivy mar have
waorked aronnd thn station for many veurs,
assisting {0 destroy the dinge, the wallaby,
and the kangaroa, and other animals that
destroy the grass.  These men ave allowed
to =a on to thet eourtry witheut having to
pay anv [ee whricver. T understand from
the snarers that there ave very few cases in
yhich thoge  whe desien to spare  these
animals narva charged any rovalty or for, It
serms absurd tn give tn eertain neople who
may he undesirable the right to enter nrivate
property, whore they may indulge in the
use of eyamide. T have known some men
wha usp cvanide, but, unfprtunately, that
canniot be proved.

| Mr. Moraan.,
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My, CartEr: Very few good trappers use
evanide.

Mr. MORGAX: No good trappers use
cvanide, T4 is only the lazy man who does
not care & rap about the industry who uses
coanide, The point I wanl to meke is that
this Bill iz not going to find fevour with
people who snare opossums and bears during
the opet season, and when the scason s
vlosed onge e in the trapping of waollabies
and dinpoes, It iz the Goverament's policy
—u policy with which I quite agree—to
subivide land into 5.000-acre blocks for the
purposes of sheop-ratsing, mixed farming,
eie.: and if there sre a few opossums and
bears on ihat countvy, tho man who takes
up the country should have the right to
destroy  those animals if he =0 atsites.
During the last year the only means of
livelihood for muany men on the land was
the snaring of a few opossnims on their owi
property, which enabled them to pay their
ventil and meet other urgent commitmoents.
It is absolutel wrong to allow a bourd to
issuc a permit to any person to go on
n properiy for purposes of snaring when the
awner of that property urgently requires tho
opossums and bears for himsell. If the
Minister will not agree to the delefion nf
the whole of the delinition, T hope that he
s.ill mecept an amendment to make the area
E 000 acres instead of 2,560 acres,

Mr., G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 very
heartily support the amendment moved by
the hon, member for Murilla. The Bill aims
# very serious blow at the rights of owner-
ship. There was a time when a man's
hame was considered to be his enstle, but
apparently that right is being taken away
little by little.  The amendment is an
oxcerdingly wise one in the interests of the
country,  We have arrived at a period
our lives when large estates are being cut
up, and now the small area is coming into
vogue. We have arrived at that period.
1f the Minister does not accept the amend-
ment, a verr greal injury will be done to
seftlement.

The lambing season is a Fatﬁculaﬂy serious
time in eonnection with sheep-breeding, and
it so happens that the lambing time is the
biest opportunity for the trappers. To allow
trappers to go on o sheep couniry at lamb-
ing time would be o very serious interferones
with the industry. The same remarks apply
to eoattle-hreeding. A man with an area of
2560 acres, in addition fo lamb-raising or
cattle-breeding, might also indulge in agri-
culture, and ko give men not altogether at
times in sympathy with his avoeation the
right to go in and out of his properiv at a2
time whon it is desirable thay chould not go
there will have a serious effect an land seitle-
ment.  Home hon. members mav discount a
statonent of that kind, but we have to study
the men sottled on our land more than we
have ever studied them, and make them
contented with their lot. The econfentment
arises laveely from the eontenimont of theic
wamen folly, and we know that there have
Leew eecnsions when a reave interference has
tileen plave with regurd to the saerednes of
hame life.  Thera is also the danger of five
ar a vewlt of earelpssness on the part of
ativone entering the property.

The generosity of the Government in cone
npeetion with this Bill passes naderstanding.
There is no need for it. Surely the country
is wide enough without giving the latitude
which this Bill proposes to give! The
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Government are out for more revenue, and
from that standpoizt alone the smendment
shonld bo considered, beeause it will preserve
greater areas for the constant growth and
devolopment of the opossum and bear, whosn
furs are so costly and coming into greater
reguisition overy year, In 1i;|cc interests af
the Government themsolves—und they are at
all fimes out for the dollars—consideration
shouid be given to the amendment,

Thern is another phise of cur land settle-
ment Ll <that 1= going 1o be interfered with
by the passing of the Bill. We should do
all in our power fo preserve the rights of
ownership of the land. We are invading
the individual rights of man little by litile,
and giving undue authority and greater recog-
nition to the man who is simply a casual as
agiinst the nwore peeimanent soitler. 1 hope
thet the Minister -xill sen his wir to nceepd
the amendment, and if he eannot Jdo that,
that ho will accept the suzecdion of the
hon, momber for Murilla, and double the
ares of the bolding which cannot be eittered
Ly the trapper without the con-ent of the
owner,  Fyen that arvea would be far too
small, but it is a fair eompromize under ali
cirenmstances,

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): There are
‘two points of view from which we have to
regurd this clause—the poirit of view of the
interests of the opossum and the bLear, and
the point of view of the person holding the
land, and who may protect the oposesum to
save himself from loss and annoyance by
trappers. T think that at present the animals
have not much protection. but they certainly
are protectod to a small extent by the owner
of the land preventing trapners going on his
land in some instances. That protection is
going to be taken away. The Government
propose to issue licenses to enable trappers to
go on land whether the owner likes it or not,
and the animals will then have no protec-
‘tion whatever. Even now the small hold-
ings are altogether killed out.

Then we have the point of view of the
larger landholder—the man who has a leasp
from the Crown, or who is a freeholder. His
indusiry is worth more to the country than
the wvalue of the skins, whether thev
opossum, bear, or any other skins. When
those licenses are issued trappers will be
sble to go ont and do practically what they
like., It will be impossible to enforce the
restrictions of the Act. These men will kill
as they like, and, as a rule, they have no
regard for n.nlything. The gencral rule is to
look after one's awn business, and the {ripper
Jooks after his business, which is to got ns
many skins as he ean—

Mr. Costerno: And as quickly as hoe ecan.

Mr. DEACON: And as guickly as he ecan,
He does not care about’the interests of the
owner of the land. If there iz & mare abont
to foul and there happens to be an opossum
or a bear in its vicinity, the trapper shoots,
and does not care much for the safety of
the mare. It does not matter what resteic-
tions are ;ﬂt on bim, he will do this sort
of thing. You cannot go round the paddocks
wadching him. Whe is gain
trapper over a large area of country and
seo that he complies with the provisions of
the Act? It is an impossibility, For the
suke of the country we should protect the
largor interests which are involved, and
these are eertainly the interests of the land-
‘holder. There are mare people dependent
directly and indirectly upon the land than

to foliow a
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thers are dependent upon the opossum and
the bear. The Government are endeavouring
to confine the stockowner to a course of
action which he may not like; and in that
event there is nothing to stop him from
poisoning out all the native fauna on his
land. 1f the trappers ure going to be 3 menace
to him and too much of a nuisance, he will
have to Fmtact himself, and he will pro-
bably kill out every native animal on his
holding. The native animals will be given
no more protection than they have at pre-
sent, and in the landowners they will have
another ememy in addition to the trapper.
Men who are konown to be respectable and
trustworthy have no difficulty now in getting
permission to trap on freehold land. As a
rulo the settler does not ocare for wild
agimals, and, if a trapper can be tristed,
he is allowed to go on to his land and carry
on his calling. It appears to me that the
object of this Bill is to Igi\ra permission to
trappers to go on to land even though the
owner of the land objeets,

Mr, Forev: Provided that he complies
with certain conditions.

Mr, DEACON: The bosrd will not bind
the trapper, who will not care a hang. The
trapper 15 not watched, and he ean do what
ho likes; and ho does it, The only protee-
tion is to give the owner of the land power
to turn the frapper off if he thinks neces-
sary. If you remove that power, the owner
of tha land will be plaved in an impossible
position. The Minister should consider
some modification of the definition in the
interests of the sclectors, who deserve more
consideration than the trappers.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhurdt): HHon. members
opposite <o mot seem to oare a ‘ftinker's
eurse " whether a trapper goes on to a lense-
hold er not, but they appear to haye some

articular dislike to a trapper going on io
reehold ecountry,  The work of taking the
opossum and the hear is very similar to that
of destroving pests like dingoes and mar-
supials. TUnder the Marsupinl Boards Act
a board is crented, which has pawer to
make cortain by-laws, and the trapper when
he receives n permit is compelled to conform
ta the by-laws passed by the board, and, if
he unnncessarily disturbs stock or does nof
make the necessary provision for protection
against fire. the selector ean bring it under
the notier of the board, and the permit may
he cancelled.

The same thing will apply under this Bill.
Trappers in the various distriets will apply
to the bosrd for permits to trap on cortain
country, The board, after recriving apnli-
cations, will go inte the whole question,
Tt will have power, under {he regulations,
to pnss byv-laws, and to insist on the trappers
conforming to those hylaws. The trapper
i= jnst as law-nhiding as n member of Par-
linment. That is his calling, and he recom-
nises that, if he does not conform to the
hy-laws, and disturhe stock unnecessarily,
hiz permit will be canrellmd, and he will be
deprived of an opportunity of earning his
livelihood in that ealling, The exoerienced
trapper does not unnecessarily disturb stock.
Under the Marsupinl Boards Act. before a
trapper can go on to any holding, he must
rive notice to the sanatter or selector. 1
take it that the boards to he ercated under
this Bill will pass similar by-laws, so that,
if necessary, seleotors will have sn oppor-
tunity to remove their stock from counfry
where & trapper may be operafing during

Mr. Foley.]
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which have always boen enjoyed by the
landowners,

The Sgerrrany vor AericuLtvag: It is a
declaration of the rights of the people,

Mr. CORSER: It is a declaration of the
dovermiwiion of the wob, and 0t is a
o clwynrion on the part of the Government
that they intend 10 1oke and have and hold
all the moeen. of production, distribution,
and  exchangs,  This clause is Following
along that line of policy. Although they
de ngt believe it is passible at the prosent
time in confiscato evervthine, they lieve
it can be arocmplished by a svstom of adopt-
g stepping-stones tawsrds their goal. This
Bill iz aeconplishing something to  bring
about that objective.

The 8reierany ror Acpiecurose: In years
gone by rthe knnak  was brought to Queens-
Inve seuinst his will,

Mr, CORSER: That was nof a bad thing
for the bon, geutloman, We do not blame
him for that. I is o Cobinet Minister
now, and—

The CHAIRMAN Order!

Mr. CORSER: My object in_moving the
mnendment 15 fo give 'd'lt'lﬂ.' who owu thoe
land the right to the sking of opossums.
Bears, and  ather snimals on (heir own
rereitorics. At the same time it will preserve
to the Crown the right over Crown lands
that is enjoyed to-dny. It iz only a small
mcasure n{ conliscation; stil!, it is the prin-
ciple wo object to, and we want to preserve
the rights of owners of existing holdings.

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Kueham): 1 have no
intention of acropting the amendmont. As [
have already said, if an amendment of this
character was accepted, we might as well
mmigu the Bill to the wiste-piper haskot.
The definition of ** Crown lands ' undes the
Land Act is—

* All land in Queensland, execpt land
which is, for the time being—
(a) Lowfully granted or contracted
be granied in fec-simpls by
the Crovn; or
th) Reserved for or dedieated io
public purposes; or
(¢) Subjeet to any lease or licenso
lawfully granted by the Crown:
" Proyided thot Jand held under an
accupation license shall be deemed to be
Crown land,”

That means that practically the whole of tha
grazing arens of this State, comprising two-
thirds of the area of Queensland, and the
whale of the freehold land would be exempt
from the operation of the Bill, notwitheiand-
irg the fuet that opossums and bears, which
are of o migratory nature, might be on the .o
lands. There is no sense in moving such an
amendment, unless it is with the idea of
destroying the Bill.
Amendment (Mr, Corser) negatived.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): 1 beg to move
the following smendment :—
“On line B, page 3, omit the words
“at the prescribed rate,” and insert the
words—

‘not to exceed 5 per cent. on the

estimated marketable value of such
skin or bird""

The object of thr ameudment is to make
the clause more definite, and to make the

1924—4 x
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rayaliy chargeable not at so much per skin,
it on the value of the skin. The Minister
knows that a large number of skins are more
volunble than others, and if the rovally to
he eharged i< going to be at the flat rate
of 1s.

The Secrerary ror Acwriccorure: I did
not suggest that the royslty should be is.
per gkin. I pointed out that f & rovaliy.
say, of 1=, per skin—the royalty charged
in Western Australin iz 1s, 6d.—a certain
amount of reve aiue could be raised.

Mr. MOORE: We want to have the
royult - based on the value of the skin, The
Adininter mentioned that the amount reccived
[or the sale of marsupial skins last yoar was
£300.000. A chavee of 5 per cent, on that
aimount would bring in s revenue of £15,000.
Suraly that amodnt weould be ample to
provide  for  the  expenses  required o
dminister this Bill, Tt hus been stated that
the royalts has not been imposod for the
prrposes of revenue, but to ensure the proper
adiinistration. of the Aet. The voyalt: will
b utilised to pa= inspoctors and rengors 1o
see that the provisions of the varvious clnuscs
wne vegulations are observed,  Consequantly,
tho rate 1 suagest should be sufficient. 16
seoms 4 shame to talie such o large wmount
of money from the tranpers when it is not
required 1o administer the Aet. We eonsider
the principle of taking o percentage not to
vxeced 5 per cont. on the value of the skins
received would be n better method then to
charge a fixed amount per skin, amd that
nicthod  wonld  provide ample fund:  to
administer the Act effectively, and to pay o
tnmber of inspeetors to supervise its opera-
tions.  Such a provision would not be taking
wore from the industry than would ensure
the cfficient administration of the Act. Tt
is o better prineiplo to fix the rovaity on
the basis of value, rather than on thu basis
af so much per individual skin,

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarven): 1 have
pleasure in supporting this amendment. The
Minister will Eg very wise from his own
point of view in the ndministration of the
Act if he ncoepts it. If the hon. gentleman
charges a fixed price as a royalty, it will
no donbt eause dispontent among the trap-
pers, and vreprosentations will be made to the
hon. yrentleman painting out the injustice of
the imposition, The trappers will say that
the board ha fixed an cxcessive rate, pur-
ticularly if that rate is 1s. per skin, as
sugeested by the Minister in his second
reading speech, There are Limes when skins
do not reach w very high price—times oven
whoen they have practically no eommercial
value; for instance, such opossums as * rede"
and * rumpers,” which were worth only
about Is, 6d. to 2s. each in the last market.
It would be very unwise to have a fixed rate
per skin, The amendment will place the
matter on a simpler and fairer basis. T hope
the Minister will accept the amendment,
which will give satisfaction fo all concerned.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsar): 1 certainly think
ihe amendment of the leader of the Oppo.
sition is a reasonable one. According to an
opinion which has been given to me by a
gentleman in whom 1 have every confidence,
the figures quoted by the Minister the other
day are very much inflated. If the figures
supplied by this gentleman are correct, the
value received from skine last ycar was
nearer to £160,000 or £170.000 than £300.000.
Instead of the average value being 5s. or

Mr. Taylor,]
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Bs.,, it is somewhere in the vieinity of 3s. or
43,, whilst some skins were sold at 10d. each.
Mr. Forgy: Very few.

Mr. TAYLOR : There may not have hean
very many; still there wers some, The
price of skins is really determined by the
fashions of the day. As we know, fashions,
especially so far as women are concerned,
change continually, and these sking may
veach a very low value indeed. The amend-
ment is & reasonable one, and should meet
all the requirements. Tt certainly will not
harass the industry, Ouna of the strong points
brought out in the speech of the hon. mem-
ber for Murilla when speaking on the Bill
was that 6600 trappers will be affected,
according to lsst year's figures, and, taking
the value of the skins as £300,000, the aver-
age income per trapper would be sbout £45
a vear. If wo want the trappers to continue
in the business, 1 certainly think the amend-
ment is absolutely nocessary, because, if the
rovalty is to he anything like what we are
told is the royalty charged in the other
States. you will drive every trapper out of
business,

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I have heen
approached by trapEcrs in conneetion with
the royalty which the Government propose
ia levy on opossum and bear skins. This is
a matier that concerns the trappsr very
much, All skins are not of the same value.
For instanee, * super blues ¥ are much more
valuable than any other opossum skins. On
the other hand, “reds’ and *“ rumpers”
are of very little value. The ‘‘ rumpers™
may not be worth 1s., yet the Minister pro-
roses to impese a royalty of 1s. on all skins.
‘That seems to be & wrong method to adopt.
1t is not a fair thing to charge the same
amount of royalty on a skin worth 12s. 6d.
as on a skin worth only Bs. Then again,
there are considerable numbers of young
opossums snared, and, if a rvoyalty of 1s
jer skin is charged, these young skins may
fwe wasted, as the trapper may thinle the
voung opessums not worth skinning.  The
same ihing applies in  the case of the
¢ pumpers”  The fairest way would be to
charge a voyalty not exceeding 5 per cent.
of the value, According fo the figures given
to us hy the Minister, during 1923—the last
season that trapping was allowed—opossum
skins to the value ofz £300,000 were talken.
think the scason was only open for two ponths,
and during those two months the trappers,
aecording to the Minister. obtained opo-sum
skins to tho value of £300,000. Five per cent.
on £300.000 would give £15,000, and. in my
apinion. that is quile sullicient fov the board
1o werk oo in addition to the rovalry that
wonld be received on other skina.  They
would 1eecive o roralty on boor skins during
the open bear seanson, and the Ministor talid
s that the value of bear skins taken during
the last onen bear season was egual to the
valur of the opossum skins taken in 1923,
Therefora the Minister would get under our
proposal at lea- £30,000, while under his
own propoasi e would cer £60000 from
apossiin skine, and he onght to get a similar
amount from besy skinse That would be a
total of £120.000, It ia ridienlous to say
that we require hat amount of money out
of the industry,

The Minister said the Bill was not intro-
duerd for the purpose of producing revenue.
If that is s0. why colleet from the industry
more than is neeessary ta carey out the pro-
visipns of the Bill? Under the amesd.rent
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ihe Government would receive at  least
£15,000 & ycur, if not £20,000. from opossums
alone. That would be quite sufficient o
carry out all the work neecessary, and give
211 the protection needed to foster ihie indus
try. Then again, it is well known thul the
skins of the oposuins in North Quecnsland
are of less value than the skins of the opos-
sums in Cenfral Quoensland. I the proposal
ol the Minister is carried. it will moan that
the trappers in the Northern portion of the
State, although they will reecive from 25s,
to 30s. per dozen less for their skins, will
have to pay the same amount of rovally as
thoze who zre trapping the move valuable
opossums in the South., I hope the Minister
«ill accept the amendmeant, which wiil leave
him planty of scope to obtain all the money
sequired.  We should make the Bill as com-
plete as possible while it 15 woing through
tha Committes, as it is undesirable continu-
ally to have to bring. in regulations to extend
the scope of legislation. If we have to
impose taxarion on the people in the indus-
try, we should let them know definitely what

it will be. I have pleasure in supporting the
amendment.
Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): Apparently

the Opposition agree with the prineciple
of imposing a royalty on opessum and
bear skins. From observation and from
inguiries I have made I have not found any
trappers object to a reasonable royalty on
the skins they have trapped, pmudedy the
royalty is used for the purpose of preservin
and properly protecting the industry. %
think that the Bill as it stands gives all
the necessary powers, The wording of the
Bill 1s—
“ Royalty at the prescribed rate.”

It appears that the Opposition are afraid
to trust the Minister for fear he may impose
an undue royalty upon the skins,

Mr. Mogean: He spoke of imposing a
royalty of 1s, a skin.

Mr. FOLEY : T can assure the Opposition,
from discussions T have had with the Minis-
ter, that the trapper will be quite safe if
the matter is left in the Minister’s hands.
The impression has got abroad that it is
the intention of the Minister to impoze a fat
rate of 1s. per skin, but that is crroneous
The Minister made no such suggestion in his
second reading speech, when he spoke at
length in reply to the remarks of Opposition
members, and” removed any misunderstand-
ing which existed on that point,

After the merchants in the skin trade in
Brisbane receive the skins from ile trappers
—1L am speaking particularly of opossun
skins—they grade them from ‘ top blues ™
richt down te * rumpers " and “ damaged
skins.”  There are from twenty to twenty-
four different grades. It would be ridiculons
for anyone to think that the Minister would
impese any fixed rate uvpon the different
grades aof skins which bring very different
values. There is nothing wrong with the
principle of charging o royalty on a per-
contage basis according to their value, but
it would be much safer to allow Lhe matier
to vemain in the control of the Minister,
who, after thorough investigation inte the
matter, can arrive at what revenue is
required properly to administer the Aet,
and sirviks a royalty accordingly. Speakin
on behalf of the trappers I represent, I fee
confident that the Minister will not impose
any undue royalty upon them.
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Mr. Corser: There might
open season next year.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE :
It might =0 happet that there would boe
uo season the following vear either.

Mr. Moreaw: What do you suggesi—two
vedrs Y

The SECRETARY FORL AGRICULTURE :
T suepest that afier the ward ** Ac,” whern
it first pecwd in the hon. member's amend-
ment, he should insert the words *F during
1the two years efter the date of convietion.™
If the houn. member wilds these words, 1 am
prepared to aecept the a nendment.

Mr. Moreix: Will you makc it three
vears?  There may not be a close scason
during those two youra

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURTE :
T think two yuars is a faiy thing

The CHAIRMAN: I vwke it the hon.
membor for Maorilln iz prepared to accopt
the Minister’s sugeesiion

My, Morgax: Yes. I ask leave to amond
the smendrent by the insortion of the words
augeestod by the Minister. The amendment
wili then read—

A person who has heen convieted of
an offence under paragreaph (ii.) of this
<cetion shall not be eligible to be wrantad
or to hold o peemit under this Act
during the two vears after the date of
conviction, In any prosecution for an
offence against this Act, any person who
has been convicted of an offence under
the said paragraph (ii.) shall be deemed
io have been and to have acted withoub
a permit, at the time in guestion, not-
withstanding that at that timo he was
the holder of a permit.”

Amendment (Mr. Morgan), as amended,
agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hom. W, N, Gillies, Kacham): T beg to
maove the following amendment :—

* After line 45, page 3,
following new subelause:—
17) The provision of this seetion shali
nof apply to dingoes, foxes, hares, or
rabbits."

Mre. MORGAN (Murifia): 1 had a pre-
vieus amendment to move, which is almost
similar to that of the Minister, exeept that
it embraces kangaroos, walladies, and cmus,
in addition to the animals mentioned. The
kanugaroo, wa]lnby. and emu ave pests whick
are doing a considerable amount of damage.
The Government now propose to bring in a
Bill which will enable the bonrd to levy
royalties on  the skins of these animals,
Bonuses have been paid by boavds and also
by individuals for the destruction of the
kangaroo, wallaby, and e, and, of eourae,
the dingo and the fox. The Minister should
not interfere in any wav with the work of
the boards. Tt seems rvidiculous that certain
funds have been raised for the purpose of
destroving these animals, and peoplo haye
been taxed for that purpose, and mow the
Governmeut propose to charge a royalfy on
such skine. T shall read an extract showing
what 15 happening in Western  Australia,
where @ ropalty is in existence at the present
time.

This paragraph appeared in the Adelaide
“ Stock ond Station Journal ™ of 10th Sep-
tember, 1824—

“The pastoralists in  the

[Hon. W. N. Gillzes.
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of Western Australin are up in urms
ugainst the kangaroo. They ore seeking
the removal of the royalty payable on
skins, and aver thar the 'voo has bocome
A menace to the patoral industry. They
have stated that fer every million sheep
there are now two million kangaroos,
which eat mnearly all the grass. One
man had shot 100,000 in one year, and
unothor  individual 2,000,000 in  two
yonrs.”
Then arother pavagraph appearved in the
* Blue Mountain Iicho,” Nevw South Wales,
whivh rends—
“ As a result of the royaliv which was
Maged =ome coars aga in Woesi rn Auns-
renlic on kingoreo skins, most of the
nursirpial sheoters in that Stete took
A, other warlk 23 & protest acainst sueh
rovalty beine chareed. During the past
foro wvears the number of kanraroos has
mereised vory preatly, especially in the
‘ Nor-West.,! where the marsupial was
almost unkvown o for decadis Dback.
One of the chiof pastoralists  there
recontly stated, during the ecourse of a
deputation on  the subjoet, that the
kangaroos were now twitoo 48 NUmMerous
in the nor'woest as ghoep.”
The same thing applies, though not to such
a oroat extent, in the western portions of
this Staie, [ was tnld by Mr. Philp, &
pastoralist, who att-nded a recont mesting
of the Cattle Breeders” Association, that on
a property he has on the other side of
Quilpic kangaroos ave there in mohs of
100 or more, and that they are econtinually
smashing down the wire netting fences,
enabling dogs fto get in. I said ta him,
“Why don't you get men to shoot them? ™
Ho snid, **The skins are of so little value
at present that they will not trouble to
shoot the kangaree.” The kangaroos are
getting just s numerous in the western
portions of Queensland as they are in
Woesterny  Australia,  There are two parn-
rraphs in different papers written by dif-
ferent people, which state that the rovalty
in Western Austrnlin has proved a failure,
One man shot 100,000 kangaroes in a year.
That s=rems #n  enormous numher.  One
would alma t think it is a misprint, but the
same ficures arp guoted in both papers.
Notwithstanding the enormous number shot,
the skins are of Lo little value that a trapper
eanld nat make a living by shooting them,
The same thing applies to wallabies, Why
the Government are includine the kangareo,
walleby, and emu in the Bill T do nof know.
They have eertainly exempted the fox, the
dingo. and the rabbit, T am very pleased
that they have dene that, bot T wonld Tike
to see the Minister go sfill further and
reempt the kangaroo, wallaby, and emu.
The emm is very destruotive, and 1t earries
seed from thoe pricklynear for miles. Tt
cieries prickly-pone seed from infested dis-
tricts inta 2lean country, and it is one af the
principnl agents in the spread of prickly-
pent. It also destroys the fences in sheep
country. If we are going to encourage the
breedine up of pesis that we know to be
destructive, we are not doing that which is
in the interests of the peopla of Australia.
Mr. Riorpay: What did that *’roo™
shaotor do in his spare time? (Laughter.)
Mr. MORGAN: Tt says in this paragraph
that one * 'roo ™ shoater shot 100,000 in one
enr. It does not say whether he was shoot-
ing on any perticular property. Whether
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‘these figures are correet or not, they show
that the kangaroos are inereasing very
rapidly., There are twice as many kangareos
in North Western Australia as there are
sheep, and no one can say that they are as
valuable as sheoep, Our marsupial hoards
grant permits to trappers to destvoy the
kangaroo, the wallaby, the dingo, and the
fox on any property, no matter whather it
i3 frechold or whether it is leaschold. e
wo are going to have a Bill passed which
will enable a board, if it so desires, to pro-
teet animals upon which we are paying a
stnck tox for the purpose of destroying
them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Government fixed the royalty.

Mr, MORGAN: We have a provision later
on under which we pre going to allow the
board to fix the royalty. When the Govern-
ment have already passed legislation which
enables several boards which arve in existence
to tax the stockowner for the destiuction
of these particular marsupial pests, why
should they pass another Bill which will
enable them {o collect a royalty? We may
secure a rovalty of 6d. or 1s. on kanguroo
skins, but they are not of sufficient valus
for people to destroy them unless they get
& bonus for doing so. TUnless something is
done, kangaroos will increase, The Minister
thought the matter was of sufficient import-
ance to bring in this smending Bill, and has
sdopted the suggestion which I made last
year that foxes, dingoass, hares, and rabbits
should not be subject to royalties, but the
same argument applies to kangaroos. A fox
skin is of much more value than a kangaroo
ar wallaby skin, without getting the board’s
bonus at all. You can sell & fox skin for
at lenst 10s,, if not 15s. The Covernment do
not propose to place a rovalty on fox skins
because they happen to be  valuable fur
skins, We want to get rid of the fox, as
it does a considerable amount of damage,
and we do not want to interfere with men
who are engaged 1n killing foxes. The same
should npply to the killing of kangaroos and
wallabies, beeause they are just as much
}l menacs (o the sheep as the dinga or the
ax.

Mr. Forer: You might as well enact a
whole list of animals,

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member is sup-
pased to be the father of this Bill, and it is
prought in for the purpose of getting revenue
and to bring into existence a board for the
purpoge of controlling the opossum and bear
industry—two n.nima_ﬁ which are not a pest
to the sheep indastry in auy shape or form,
and differpnt altogether from the kangaroo
and wallaby. The Minister would be well
advised to include in his amendment the
kangnroo and wallaby.

Amendment (AMy. Gillies) agreed to,

My, MOORE (dubigny): Section 12 of the
pringipal Act provides—

“ Any animal or bird taken or killed
not within the close season may be
bought, sold, consigned, or kept in posses.
sion during the ten days next following
the commencement of the close season.”

The

I beg to move the following amendment :—

F20n line 49, page 3, after the word
finserted,’ inserg—

*The following words are added to
the said subparagraph (1):—' and the
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carveazo of any such bird may af any

time be kept in cold storage for humsn

consumption.” "
We know that in open seasons there are very
constderable numbers of birds shot, and they
are put into the cold stores in Brisbane and
taken out later on as they are required
Many of the shipping companies in Sydney
keep a certain amount of game in cold stor-
age, though T do not know whether they do
it in DBrizbane. The amendment only pro-
vides that, when pame is placed in cold
stores for human consumption, the people
placing them there will not be guilty of an
offence nor be hable to a fine.

(3.30 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eeecham): I have no
ohjection to the amendment. 1 have no
desire to interfere with a valuable product.

Amendment (MWr. Moore) agreed to.

Mr. MORGAN (Murtlla): T beg to move
the following amendment:—
“0On line 238, page 4, after the word
*revoled,” ingert the words—

the creation of a board consisting of
one  representative  elected by the
trappers, one represeutative elected by
the stockowners, and one representa-
tive elected by the locval authorities
within cach distriet constituted under
this Act for the purpose of.'”

I think we should say definitely how the
board shall be constituted and how it shall
be clected. At the present time we are
leaving everything in the hands of the
Minister, for the proposed new paragraph
will give the Governor in Council power to
make regulations, inter alia—

‘* quthorising the Minister to create a
hoard, QDMiSﬁg% of such number of
por-ons as the Minister thinks proper’—

Of course we may be told that we should
trust the Minister, but the hon. gentleman
will not alway® be in that position. Ha
may become Premier, or fll some other
position, and somp other Minister may be in
I;:;cnwet who may alter the personnel of the
oard, I1f we are going to have boards
crented, let us say definitely how they are
to he vonstituted, as under the Local Autho-
rities Act. They distinetly state how tha
eouncils shall be slected, and why should
we not slo the same in the case of the mar-
supinl board or a board created under this
Bill? It 15 only reasenable.

We all know what leaving everything to
the Minister has meant in the past. A Bill
has wone awasy from this House and most
important alterations have been made by
rogulations of which hon. members did not
approve at all. L for one, have always pro-
tested arainst government by regulation, and
against too much being left in the hands of
Ministers. We have been appointed by the
people in our districts as their representatives
in Parliament, and we ought to lmow how
heards snel as these are fo be constituted.
VWa all know ihat under the system of parly
palities appointments are likely to be party
appuintments. I say that with all dus
respert to the Minister and the Government.
The same eriticism was levelled agninst the
Liherals whon they occupied the Treasury
benehes.  We say that the appointments of
the present UGovernment are political, and a
aumber of members opposite make no bones
abous it. They say that, when a Minister

M. dforgan.]
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is making an appointment, he ought to know
the political views of the person he appoints,
und that. if he is not a supporter of the
Labour Government, he has no right to get
the job. I think that is a scandalous state
of affairs. Tt means that political influence
counts rother than qualifications or experi-
ence. [ certainly cannot see how the Minis-
ter can disagree with the principle contained
in the amendment providing for a board con-
sisfing of a representativa of the trappers,
a vepresentative of the stockowners, and a
representative  of the local authorities.
Where could we get any betier representa-
tion? The stockowners’ representative would
look after the interests of the stockowners,
and the trappers’ representalive would no
doubt look after the interests of the men
engaged in that industry, and the local
authority within the ares will be asked to
nominate ite representative. If the Minister
is not prepared to accept the amendment, T
hope that he will accept an amendment
stating definitely how the hoard is to be
constituted. I am not satisfiel with the
Minister getting up snd saying that the
hoard is going to consist of this, or that, or
be  constituted by some other mode «of
appointment. TLet it be stated definitely in
the Bill, so that no Government or Minister
in the future can constitute a board different
from that which is provided in the Act unless
hia obtains power to do =0 from Parliament.
1F it is not defnitely stated in the Act, the
Minister may dishand the beard, beeause
it is not doing what he considers is a proper
fhine to be dove. He may place on that
board cervtain persons who are of the same
political belief as his party. He may place
them there in order to obtain political kudos.
T am nppesed ta these poor® unfortunate
animals heing used for political purposes,
and that is what is being done under the
Bill. )

Mr. FOLEY (Eeichhardt}: I hope the
Minister will not aeccept the amendment,
particularly that portion which provides for
the election of one representative by the
local anthority in each district. 1 cannot
see how this is o loeal authority question at
all. T fear that the Opposition, huving foiled
with some of the amendments they have
moved, are now trying to gain their ends
by having o representative from the loeal
authorities clected to the hoard, and thereby
maintain the balance of power to the advan-
tage of the landowners, T think that is the
object behind the amendment. Where mar-
supial and dingo boards have been consti-
{uted by the clection of the persons con-
cerned within the district where those boards
are functioning, the dificulty aof the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been to compel those
representatives who were oleeted to admin-
ister the Marsupial Boards Aet in the epirit
intended by Parliament, In connection with
the South Leichbardt Dingo and Marsupial
Board the Minister hnd to ee so far as to
withhold its subsidy in ovder to foree the
board to administer the Aet in the proper
gpirit. Undoer the proposal that T have dis-
cussed on many occasions with the Minister
it is his intention to arrange for the eroation
of the boards Ly regulation, and ho has
rointad out during this debate that they will
be consiituted by the election of o repre enta-
tive of the irapmers, o representntive of
the landowners in  the distriet, and the
wopoinfraent of a Government represeniative.
That is the fairest method. A poblic ser-
vant, such as the land commissioner, might

[Jr. Morgan.
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be appointed as the Government representa-
tive. He would have a good knowledge of
tho requirements of the landowners in the
distriet, and would soe that the landeowners
eot o Fair Jdewl and that the spirit of the
Aot was ohserved in the administration, par-
ticulnrly 10 vegard to the wanper. I hope
that the Minister will adhere {o =omcthing
along those lines inctead of allowing the
local nutheoritics to pome info a matter thut
docs not concern thenn

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE
(Hom. W, N, Gillies, Eeeham)+ T quite agree
with the remarks of the hon. member for
Leichhardt that this is not a local autho-
vity matter at all. I ean only repeat what
1 have already said, that the boards will
consist of a representative of the trappers,
u representutive of the owners, and a Govern-
ment nominee.

Mr. Morcay: Will you put that iu the
Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I um prepared to accept an amendment
to that effect. ** Owneor ” 15 defined in the
Bill ns—

“ The person for the time being entitled

to possession of a holding."

The draftsman has just pointed out that the
hon, member’s amendment is not moved in
the correct place, and, if the hon. member
for Murilla will withdraw his amendnent,
lI' will move another amendment along those
ines.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I accept the
suggestion of the Minister, and ask leave
o withdraw my amendment,

Amendment (Mr. Morgan), by leave, with-
drawn.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Tlon, W. N. Gillies, Loeham): I beg to
mave the following amendment: —

“(On lines 44 and 45, page 4, omit the
words—
 ‘such number of persons as the Min-
ister thinks proper,’
and insert the words—

“One representative elected by the
trappers, one representative elected by
the owners, and one representative
appoiuted by the Minister."

Amendment (Mr. Gillics) agreed to.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I beg to mave
the following amendment —
*“On line 47, page 4, alter the ward
 district.” insert the words—
‘and fixing n period of close season
with respect to the whole or portion of
any such district and such animals or
birds as may he deemoed advisable. "
The amendment really means that after the
board is elected it will have power to fix
the durntion of & clo e seaston as desired.
That is cortainly a desirable state of affairs.
I mndicated in my speech on the second read-
ing that the trappers have been used more
or less for politien] purposes.  On accasions
the Minister has etated definitely—and  he
vtz commended by the Press—thar the opos-
swn soason wotlld not bo opened doring a
certnin yvear.  Then an agitation wonld 1ake
plece, and those engaged in the industry
weoitld have deprtations weiting upon the
Minizter—I have been on them—and peti-
tions have heen sent in heseeching the
Minister to open the season, and, for poli-
tietl veasons, this has heen done even
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think the amendment is necessary. We
must all recognise thatr the Minister will
bus conscientions in the administration of
this measure, and will not allow political
reasons to enter into the question of whether
the season should be opened or vot. During
iz term as Minister the sensons may have
been opened more occasions than for the
same term of a previous Administration
but not for long poriods, but I have
not the actual  information at  hond
just mow. If previous Governments had
paid  more attention to  opening  the
season  for shorter periods than  they
did. opossums and bears would be more
lentiful in Queensland than ther are to-day.
Yast Governments atl times opened tho season
for twelve months, and the slaugliter went
on_ for the whole of that period, amd the
animals were not givon a chance to breed up,

Mr., Morean: That was many years sgo.

Mr., FOLEY: No. Just bofore this Go-
veroment came into power the scason was
open for about cight months, and bears were
sloughtered during that poried.  From con-
versntion with opossum trappers, T find that
wi are doing the right thing by openiag up
tha spason for n short period of twn or threo
months,  In that time the trapper ookes
from £160 10 £200, which is fair remutiora-
tion, At the same time, it 1s not possible
for him to get into touch with all the
opassums and bears in any particular area.
A great number are missed, and during the
ensuing twelve months the- have a chance
to breed up again.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eachom): T cannot
agre¢ with the amendment, beeause the
power should rest with the Crown of saring
when the opening scason shall take place.
Certainly, when the boards come into exist-
ence, any recommendation they make fo me
will viewed as the opinion of those con-
cerned in the industry, and will be carefully
considered when fixing the opening of the
season.

The hon. member for Murilla disputed
my statement that during my term of office
greater protection hns been given to native
animals in this Stato than hitherto. My
statoment is borne out by the figures viving
the open scagons for oporsums for different

Ve rs—
Yoor, Opon Soasons,
1609 6 months
16910 6 months
1011 § months
16915 4 months
10816 4 manths
1917 B months
1918 5 moutls
1919 6 months
1620 3 montis

Mr. Moroky: It was closed by the Liberal
Government for tho four years from 1911
to 1915,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Then it was closed till 1st May, 1322, and
was opened only for two months in 1922 and
two months in 1923, That was veally only
seven months during five years, whereas
prior to that the term was genernlly for
six months down to four months. For native
bear the figures are—

Yoar, Open Seasons,
1015 4 manths
1917 2 months
1919 4 months

[Myr. Foley.
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and the season has been closed ever since.
That indicates that I have been carrying out
my duty, norwithstanding that prices in thosa
years have been abnormally high. Of course,
il prices are low, there is no
[4 p.m.] trapping; but, when prices aro
hiﬁ' , there is an incentive to
trapping. I bhave had many urgent requests
to open the bear season during my admini-
siration of the department, but it has been
closed since 1919,

I think the power should rest with the
Minister, but [ can assure hon. member: that
a)l reasonable requests made to the Govern-
ment will be fully considered. If there were
an open $eason in one particular disteier of,
say. four months and the rvest of the State
had a close season, there would be an induce
ment to the trappers to take skins from the
districts where there were close seasons to
the disiriets where it was apon. I repeat
that, while I am Minister, very full con.
sideration will be given to the representa-
tions made by the boards. I cannof accept
the amendment.

Me., MOORE (dubigny): 1T much profer
to leave the matter in the hands aof the
bioards. Of course, when there is o uecessity
for closing the scason over the whole of the
State, the Minister conld do il,

The BSecreTany For AcmICULTURE:  We
would not have that pawer if the amendmeng
were ecarried, The boards would have to
be unanimous.

Mr. MOORE: That is not my reading
of the amendment, My reading is thut the
Loards would say whether there was a neces.
sity to protect the animals during certain
sepsuns,

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTURE: But you
gay that it may be desirably to elcse the
season over the whole State?

Mr. MOORE: If it is going to be left to
the Minister to open the season in ani° rm;t
of the State, it might just as well be left in
the hands of & board to say what it would
like dene in its district. We could establish
a custom of opening it in certain distriots at
certain times and then closing it.

The Secretary For  AcricvnTure:  The
wliole thing bristles with diffieultics. [ the
season were opon 1n some disteiets, trappers
would take their skins from the c!osmi s
fricts to the open distyiots,

Mr. MOORE: At the same time if the
season is open for four months, there is ne
drnbt  thors will be very heavy trapping,
#'though in some eases it does not matter
sa long as thers is an open season which
cives the {rappers an opporfudily to got
vid of the skins storved in their barns,

If it 1s konown beforehand that there is
going to be a dofinite period of two years
or three years a3 n close season, the same
opportunity is not there for illieit trapping
and the hoarding up of skins. The boards
operating in certain specilied distriets will
have some knowledge of the number of
animals within that district, and will know
whether ther require protection in that dis-
trict for a certain period. Presumably these
districts will be fairly large and somewhat
similar to those defined under the Marsupial
Boards Acts. The Minister would be in a
better position if the boards were allowed
tha richt to Jeclare whether the scason
should be closed or opened. Ho knows that
in certain districts strong pressure is brought
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to bear by members of Parliament during
certain periods of the year when the electors
in thase various districts desire to have the
season opened.  The Minister knows per-
fectly well that on occasions, when the
season was oponed recently, it would have
been far better to have kept ilie scason
closed.  Pressure was hrought to bear by
members of Parlinment and ormanisations
outside who desired to have the season
ovened whether it was going to exterminate
the animals or not, merely becanse the price
of skins was high. I am not so much con-
corned about the Bill being a rovenue-pro-
ducing factor or ahout it providing work
for the unemiployed during portions of the
your as I am about the prorecrion of the
animals, to sce that they are not wiped oot
in the way they have bLeen dusing the lnst
few years, The position is becoming very
acute because of the illivie methods adopted
vy trappers, which have not ziven  the
anima's o chonee ot oll.  Anyone whe has
moved about thoe southern parr of Queens-
land must realise that it is a vare thing to
sen thuse onimals whove they uwsed 1o be
plenfiful.  They are now almost wiped ourn
beeause  of  the  porpetusl  harassing by
trappers, not only in the open season bt
in the elose season as well,  During the
close season they keep the skins hy them,
and when it is opened they ave given an
apportunity to dispose of them. If power
was given to the boards in the variouns dis-
tricts, the Act would be effectively and offi-
ciently administered, and the responsibility
would be thrown directly on the people
intorested, with the rvesalt that ihe adminis-
tration would he more effective in providing
protection for the animals,

Mr. MORGAN (Muwrilla): The Hhgures
given by the Ministey disclose that the
season has been apened for o grealer number
of months since 1814 than prior to that year.
During the five wears prior to 1915 the
soason was only open for five months, and
during the first three or four vears of the
administration «of this  Gavernment  the
spasan v as open for a similne peviod esch

vear, From 191115 the season waz closed
altogethior,
The SrereTiny FOR AGRICCLTURE: I was

talking ahout the five years that T have been
i charee,

Mr. MORGAN: The Ministor stated that
during the time he hos been in churge the
senson was ovon one yenr far thrwe months
and one year for two months. This Govoern-
menk have opened the serson for o greater
number of months than proviens Covern-
mente,  During 191115 the  seeson  was
alognd  altogether, showing  that  previous
Governments did mare to proteet 11’1u EIGES
sum than the peesent Govermmpent. T am
not going to say that the opossums and
hears are protected by a two months' close
season.  The hon. member for Leichhardt
told us that in his district—it applies also
in my district, but perhaps not to the same
exterit—moen  engage  in  this  industry
whoether the season iz open or not.  He
statod that skins are hoarded up asnd dis-
posed of when the seasom iz opened. They
are put into «dress-caser, taken over the
border, and sold in Syduey. I have known
men to travel during the close season from
the West to Sydney with several dress-cases
full of skins. After selling them in Sydnev
they return to the distriet. That was at a
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time when they could mot legally sell those
skins in Quecnsland.

Mr. Bricock: Are you aware that the
tanner in New South Wales has now to sign
a declaration that the skins he treats were
secured in the season, otherwise he cannot
treat them?

My. MORGAN : The season in New South
Wales is open at a time when the season in
Queensland is closed. 'The taoner wonld
naturally make a declaration that the skins
were secured i the open season in New South
Wales. I do not ageee with the Minister
that short seasons preserve the native fauna,
Unless we do away with illicit trapping in
the close "season, the native fauna will be-
come les and less. If the figures quoted
the Minister are correct, it will be foun
that the Hgures showing the numbor of skins
taken in the open season of two months last
year were greater than in previous years
when the season was open for three, four, or
six nonths,

Mr, Burcock: Don't you recoguise thut
saome of those skins were hidden away in
Barns until the season opened?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. If the seasan was
open for only one week, the number of skins
which wonld Bnd their way to the market
would show an enormous cateh for that week.
The person who secured those skins in the
close scason wounld not attempt to sell them
until the scason opened because of the risk
of being caught. aum sorry that the
Minister eaupot accept the mmendment, as
I consider it is one which should be acrepted.

Amendment (Mr, Morgan) vegatived.

Clause 2, as amended, agreed to.

The House resumed,

The Cuariax reported the Bill with
amendments,

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

TULLY SUGAR WORKS AREA LAXND
REGULATIONS RATIFICATION BILL.

Secoxp REAmING.

The BRCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. MeCormaclk, ¢'wirns): There is
liitle ta say on the second reading of this
Bill. 1 practically outlined the whole of the
propasals contained in the Bill in the initin-
tion stages, and hon. members have since
recoived the Bill and lave vead its provi-
sionz.  The rogulations referved (o are the
regulations already in existenco under the
Sugnr Worls Act ‘as opplying to the Tuolly
sugar works avea. and this Bill i merely to
validate those vegulntions so that the control
of land seitlement in the Tully sugnr works
area will come within the ambit of the
Lands Departmeni. 1 do net think any

further explanation is necessary. 1 beg to
Hove—
“That the Bill be now read a second
timo,”’

Mr. MOORE (Awbigny) : What ths Minis-
ter says 13 quite rigtl:t regarding the mnﬁr
portian of the Bill, but, when the hon. gentle-
man wis speaking on the introduction of the
Bill, he pointed out that clause 11 departed
from the proposal that was issued in regula-
tions and that he had altered the basis of
veluation for local authority ratings. Unfor-
tanately I find that clause 11 in the Bill is

MUr. Moore.]
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exactly the same as No, 11 of the regulations,
It reads—

“ For the puvpnses of making valna-
tions under secrion 218 of the Local
Authorvities Acts, 1902 to 1923, land held
under lease or leense under these
regulations shall be decmed to Le held
under lease ar license from the Crown
under the laws velaring to the cecupation
and use of Crown lands.”

About 1920 there was an amendment of the
Local Authorities Aet in which 1t was pro-
vided that perpetual leascholds pnd land
held under lease or leense from the Crown
on which there was a stpulation for clearing
noxious weeds and for which a fee-simple
could not be obtained was to be valued as
if it were frechold. The same rate was 1o
apply as was applied to land of similar

unality in the same district, The lamd in
ﬂw Tully sugar works area is perpetual
leaschold, yet the Government are .not
following the systemn of valuing it similarly
to freehold land in the same lorality, They
have gone back to the old iden of valuing
it at twenty times the annual rent, which was
the old leasehold method,

The SecrReTARY rOR Pueric Laxps: Noj it
stipulates that, for the purpeses of valuation,
land held under lease or license under the
regulations shall be deemed to be held under
lease or license from the Crown under the
laws relating to the occupation and use of
Crown lands,

Me, MOORE: That works out at twenty
times the annnal rental. This does not come
within the amended section of the Act.

The Beceerary For Prenic Laxps: That is
the intention.

Alr. MOORE: That is not what is here.
This goes back to the principle of twenty
tiines the annual ront, and that is one of the
reasons why we objected to the regulations
going through in the first instance,

The Seceersry ror U'meuic Laxps: T was
advized that the Bill made provision for
valuing leaschold land at the zame value as
similar freehold land in the neighbourhood.

MMr. MOORE : This goes back to the other
principle of twenty times the annual rent.

The Becretany For Pustic Laxps: If that
is the case L will vemedy it.

Mr. MOORE : We diseussed the other part
of the Bill previously, and I quite agree
with the principle of the Bill

Mr, KING (Logan): If the DMinister gives
us his assurance that he will make the slight
alteration he has promised 1 am perfectly
satisfied.

The SecretarY For Preuic Liaxps: I
wanted to put the Bill through Committes,
but I will get one of my oficers to look into
the matter, and 1 will put my other Bill
through Committee,

Question—That the Till be now read a
secand time—put and passed.

The ponsideration of the Bill in Committee
was made an Order for a later hour of tha
sitting,

ALL SAINTS CHURCH LANDS® BILL.
Secoxnp Riwpixe.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W, MeCormack, Cairng): This i3
merely a formal Bill o give the Church of

[Mr. Moare.
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Fnoland aothority to mortgage certain lands
held by them for the purpuse of making
improvements upon those lands, There is
veully very lirtle 1 the Bill, and T do not
ihink it conrains anyihing of a coniroversial
nature. We ave only embodying in this Bill
i pewer that the existing trustees already
hald, mt we are transfecring that power from
the trustees to the Synod, which is the proper
anthority 1o have contral of this property.

Alv. Fry: Have they agreed to it?
Tle SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I can as=ure the hon, member that I would

upt bring in such a Bill ngainst their wishes.
Ther have approached me on the matter.

Mv. Fmy: I was approached on the
malter

Hon, AL J, Kmwax: Who approached
you ?

My, Fav: The South Brisbane Couneil,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hon. member 15 all at sea, This has te
do with the All Saints Church property in
Nerth Brisbane, and. of course, the Bill is
introduced at the request of the church
authorities, [ am not proposing to abolish
any particular chureh by this Bill, (Laugh-
ter.), 1 have pleasure in moving—

“ That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

My, KING (LZogan): As the Secretary for
Tublic Lands hes said, this is purely a formal
Bill to give the Synod of the Church of
England power to mortgage certain lands.
0f course a trust deed or a trust soitlement
must be very strictly construed, and, if the
power is not there, it cannot be exercised.
This Bill simply gives statutory powers to
the trustces to [unction in the best interests
of the trus:.

The Secrerary ror Prsuic Laxps: Thers
is 4 little difference. The trustees are not
to be displaced, but they cannot martgagz
the property without the permission of
Synod.

My, WING : Yes, the Synod is the govern-
ing body and exercises the power to mort-
gage

The Secrerary FOR Prpnic LANDs: As a
rule, the minister is the governing body, buf
in this purticular cuse we are makmg the
Synod the governing body. The Synod will
tnlie its responsibility

Question—That the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed,

CloMMITTEE.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair)
Clauses 1 to 6, both inclusive, agreed to.
Preamble agroed to
The House resumed.

The Cwsvryay reported the Bill without
amendment. ]

The third rz-.'it'lin? of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

CITY OF BRISBAXNTE BILL.
Secosn Rramiyc—RESUMPTION OF DELATE.

Alr. MANWELL (Tooicang): Like other
han. members who have spoken, T agree with
the priveiple of this Bill, but T am leoking
forward 10 some alteration of its clauses In
Committee,
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It is not iy function to deal at the present
time with ihe traflic congestion of the city,
but 1 want to say that with my [riend the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, who was
associated with me on the Brisbane Ciry
Counecil, we realised the responsibilities of
the traffie problem; and suggestions were
made with a view {o having the traffic
ceming into the eity through one suburb
and making its exit throngh anather, When
that matter was being diseussed by the Bris-
bane City Counecil, the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley nnd myself advoeated the
laying of a tram track along Elizabeth
street. A section of the Council Innghed at
vs at the time, bur I am pleased to say that
the suggestion I made on that oceasion has
burne good fruit, and such an arrangement
has now been wade. Tt was also suggrsted
that the trams should vun along Ann sirect.
1 renliso the difficulties in reward to the
congestion of traflic, but T also realise that
hy adopting this Jarge arca of 385 square
miles we are not going 1o solve that problem.

One hag ooly fo zo to the southern States
to vealise the position they are in down
theee.  Melbourne—which 13 looked wupon.
and I helieve is, the queen eity of the Scuth
—is divided inta eight wards, It has an
aren of 7,740 acres—about 12 square miles—
with u population of 103,500, The property
within the area i- valued at £3,245,000, It
is one of the oldest eities in the Common-
wealth, The Home Seerotary is ambitious,
becauses he desires fo extend the operations
of the city of Brishane right to the foot of
D'Aeuilny Range,  The undaries under
the Bill commence at the seafront at Wyn-
num., go along the seashore, skip across
the river from Lytton to Luggage Point,
where the Metropolitan Water Sapply and
Sewerare Board reserve is. then along to
Cribb Isiand, Nudgee Beach, jumping across
('abbage-tver Creck, then along the =ea-
front from Sandgate to Snuth Pine River,
thenee along that river proceeding through
Kedron, Nuondah, and  Enoggeran to  the
D'Aguilar Range to Bromer, thenee in a
direct line through the parish of Indoaroo-
illy until they strike the Goodna Mental
nstitution.

The IMoyve Seererany: I will leave you
there,

A, MAXWELL: T wight be peemitted
to suv that the hon, gentleman will find him-
splf there if he perisds with such an area
as thi, and asks twent  aldermen to govern
it,  From Goodna the Poundaries come
throveh Oxley, Yeeronapills to Tingalpa
Crook. and back te the point of commence-
taent,

The FHowe Breper'ry: Where would vou
start from?

My, MAXWELL: I will tell the hon.
gentleman lder on.  Sydney i an incor-
parated city,  The Brisbaue City Council.
as the hom. member for Foriitude Valley
knows, asked the Government of the day o
grant a charter fo incorporate the eity. It
was then proposed to proeceed by the pro-
cess of absorption. and advanee on similar
lines ta those taken in Sydney, Melbourne.
and other places. A Bill such as this has
been imtroduced instead. I certainly find
fault with the area, as it 18 rather eumber-
=ame.

I will now proceed to compare the Clity of
Brisbane with the City of Sydney, divided

[y, Marwell.
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into thirteen wards, which return twenty-
six aldeymen. It only compriges an area of
3,195} acros—less than 5 square miles. Mael-
baurne, with an aven of 7,740 acres, is
davided inta eight wards, and returns thirty-
two aldermen. Brisbave, with an area of
380 square miles, is to be poverned by twenty
aldermen and a mayor. When one com-
pares the position with the pesition of the
oldor eiries of the Commonwealth, he is
foreed to ask himself whother the Jome Sec-
rotary has not bitten ofl rather more than
ho ean digest. If the Jlinister does not
enffer from munieipal indige tion after pass-
ine o measure like this. then the ratepavers
will. T fnd thot Perth comprises an area
of 14,433 acres—224 squarc miles, It has a
population of 154.866. Adelaide. from a
town-planning point of view, is the model
citv of the Commaenwealth, There 13 1o
doulbit about that. Ii has it* town areas, its
park lands. its Government lands,  its
sqquares, streets, nnd frontages.

1f the hon. gentleman wanted to do some-
thing that was woing to beautify the city, ha
1\-oulgrl have started with an approximately
S.mile area.  Br doing that the hon. gentle-
man would have given the loral authorities
an opportunity to become absorbed by the
Creater Citr Council when the time suited,
Nabody ean eavil at the town planning of
Adelaide. Therve they have a total of 3,700
aerps—less than 6 square miles—and  six
wards. Those six wards have between them
nincicen aldermen or councillors, with a
mavor. Perth has eight wards, twenty-four
conneillors, and a mayor.

To me the position in regard to our schema
spems ludierous. For our 385 square miles
the Govermment ask us to appoint twenty
aldermen and a mayor. hose twenty-one
people will have to funetion within that huge
aroq, The whole thing seems—I cannof
vxnetly torm it a joke, but eertainly 1 can-
not believe that the Minister is serious in
hi= proposal. Tho hon. gentleman stafes that
un alteration of the proposed area will mean
the vetention of joint authorities for many
public  utilitins—the Metropolitan  Water
Supply and Sewerage Board, the Tramway
Trust, Five Brigade DBoards, and Cometery
Trusts—and that the abject of the Bill iz to
spenre the unification of all those services.
Tf that is the ease, why does not the hon.
momher take them over at onee. or start
with s =mall aven until thrse utilities ave
voady to eome in?  What is the Tramway
Tinat? It 3+ 0 tenst belongine to the
local authorities that has hesn cveated. It
j= guitt trne the Government have repre-
centatinn ubon Chat trast, bat only in so far
as the payment of the purehase money of the
trmmwavs s coneerned,  The Government,
having  ensrantecd  that money. nntueally
Tve vigltt to ecpre entation upon that
trut, Why should nat the tramways come 1n
immediately ?

The Howe Stereraey: Do vou apgree that
ihe tramwinys should eome in immediately ?

My, MAXWELL: Tt is a local authority
trust, and T am taking the hon. gentleman’s
awn statement that the object of the Bill is
for the uuification of the services. Tf that
is =0, why not proceed immedintely with the
unification of the services? [ realise how
difficult it is fo proceed immediately with
unifving the whole of the services. It is for
that reason I am advocating, like my leader,
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thut o start should be made with s smaller
area. The Mbuster said—

“1F the greater area and Greater
Brisbane Bill are vorthy of the worry,
vreuble, and research given to the matter
by various  Mimsters, public  service
ollicers, and local authority men, we
st nagpive to something bigger than the
owdinar; local authority,”

What is the use of the hon. gentleman tallk-
ing such pifHe?

The Home Secaerany: What! Do you
net aspire to have this scheme greater than
the ondinery loeal authority #

Mpr. MAXWELL: Ye:, but what is the
good of the hon, gentleman standing up in
this House aml ielling us that thore has
been all this trouble, worry, and research
on the pave of Ministers, public servants, and
loeal authority men? he late Assistant
Minister (the Hon. B, T. Brenuan) in churgo
of the Hom+ Department urranged with
certiin local autheritics thut, so soon as thex
cid their sork, he would have an infeeview
with them. He did nothing., Will the hon.
gentleman in charge of the dapartment suy
what be has done. MHas he naid any atren-
tion ta the adviee of the local authority
representatives

The Hoyme Secrersry: I will give £100 to
the Children’s Hospitul if you ean show
me where the local authorities have defined
a S-mile radins, end they have had two yoars
in which to do ir.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am going to ask the
hon. gentleman a reusonable question. What
is the good of him saying in his second
reading =peech that this is the vosult of the
combined wisdom of Ministers of the Crown,
public officials, and local authority men,
when he knows full well that he paid no
attention to what the local wnthority repre-
sentatives told him?

T‘Pa Hoxe Secretary: What did they tell
me?

 Mr. MAXWELL: I have here the resolu-
tions that were passed at a conference of lacal
authority represcntatives, which was held
on the 10th February, 1924, to review the City
of Brisbane Bill. One resolution reads—
1t is recommended that the area of
the rity of Beisbane should be apyvoxi-
mately a rading of 5 miles from the
General Post Office,”

The Houe Seceerary: Did they define the
area?

Mr, MAXWELL: Ves, and the hon.
gentlemun had better get his £100 ready.
The resolution continues—

“ Your committee considered the area
of the ciry as soeciliod by the Bill, to
be unwicidy. and that it was unreasen-
able to include large tructs of purely
farming country and even bush lunds in
the area of the Metropolitan City of the
State; it was also considered that the
representation was oo reotricted in view
of the inmmensity of work that would be
called for.”

That is the apinien of the loenl authority
represetitatives who met to consider the City
of Drisbane Bill. Then again, I have here &
report which was presented by the Goneral
Purposes Committer of the DBrisbane City
Council. I wunt to be perfectly frank abont
this and perfectly houest, because I know
what committees’ reports are. I may say 1

[9 Ocroeer.]
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never got this from an alderman or an officer
of the Brishane City Council. T find that
the following nldermen attended ths com-
mittee :—

**The Mayar, and Aldermen Burrows,
Doggett, Dawn, Gelston, Hetherington,
Loug. MeLaching, Oxlade, and Ray-
maond."”

The report, amongst other things, says—

“ That the area proscribed by the Bill
is altogether too large, and, therefore,
anworlable,

* That it is impossible to establish a
common rateable bnss suitable to the
meuy differing needs of such an area.

“That the proposed represeniation is
not equitable.

“ That there i% no limitation placed
upon the amount of the gencral rate,

“ That it would be impossible for the
number of aldermen mentioned in section
24 of the Bill to curry out the necessary
work involved in the administration of
the area"

I gave the hon, gentleman, frst of all, the
c}:g)micn of the eouncillors wha considered tue

ill. T have now given him the opinion of
the General Purposes Committee of  the
leading loenl authority in Queensland—ihe
Brishane ity Couneil.

The Home Secuerary: Now give me the
recommendation in favour of the 5-mile ares.

Mr. MAXWELL: 1 snid an approximata
nrea,. 1 suggedst the aren suﬁges&ed by my
leader, and I am glad that the hon. gentle-
man has reminded me of that, We have in
the leader of the Opposition the president
of the Loral Authorities' Association, and the
hon. member for Logan iz the secrefary of
the Local Authoritics” A ociation.

Mr. WrienT: He agrees with the Bill.

Mr. MAXWELL: He does not.

Mr. Wrnienr: He said it was a democratic
measure,

Mr. MAXWELL: It seems fo me that
it means the government of a section for
a section and by a section, I do not know
whether that is democracy. That is the view
that I take of it. The Minister has asked
me what area I supgest. 1 agree with my
leader, the president of the Local Authorities’
Assoviation, when he says that the Greater
City of Drisbane should have approximatﬁlg
a B-mile radius, and include Brisbane, Sout
Brisbane, Ithaca, Windsor, Iumilton, Toa-
wong, Coorparoo, Stephens, Taringa, Bal-
moral, and Enoggern,

The Tlone Secrerary: TIs that what your
leader snye?

Mr. MAXWTELL: That is what my leader
=ars. 1 accept the hon, gentleman’s chal-
linge. and wonld suggest that he should get
his £106 reudy and send it on to the Sick
Children's Hospital.

During his spoceh  the Home Seerctary

suid_the local asutherity men had Isafed on
the Qovernment.

The Hosme SEcperary: So thev have in

health matters. You loafed on the Govern-
ment when you were mayor.

Mr, MAXWELL: T deny that, and I deny
that any other local suthorities loafed on
the Government. I tell the hon. gentlemun
that the local authorities did the work that

Mr. Mazwell.]
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the Government could not do. The hon.
gentleman ehallenged me in connection with
the Joiut Ilealth Board, and he evidently
was considermg one Joint Health Board
when I was thinking of another. T will take
him back to 1919, when we had the unfor-
tunate cpidvmie of pneumonie influenza.

The Howe Segcnerary: Who was
medical officer?

Mr. MAXWELL: The medical ofiicer was
Dr  Streeter, who wns appointed by the
Hon. John ITusham, the then Home Seere-
tary.

The Iomg Szcserany: How did lie (ome
to be a medical officer of your council’

Mr. MAXWELL: He was not.

the

The Home Secreraey: Who was the
medical officer of your couneil ?
Mr. MAXWELL: Dr, Taylor, T am not

g‘mnf to be drawn off the track by the han.
gentleman. 1 am going to deal with him
so far as the Joint Health Board is con-
cerned,

The HoMi SECRETARY :
permanent medieal officer ?

Mr. MAXWELL: T happened to be one of
thege membors of the local nuthorities who
were asked by the Home Department, * For
God's sake to take over the cleaning-up of
the pneumonio 'Au."

The HoMe SECRETARY : Yes, it was so dirty.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Government ran
it—it. was dirty. We went through the
Exhibition Building to see the conditions
of affairs which obtained. We went through
the whole of the hospitals wearing masks,
and, when the local authorities took contro
of the waterside in the 1919 epidemic it was
said that the local authorities had worked
wonders. Yet we find a gentleman of the
calibre of tha Minister saying that they
loafed upon the Government. They did the
Government’s work—the work that the Home
Department could not do—and we now are
subjected to this sort of attack. I could have
understood these statements being made upon
a soap box when the elections wert on, when
hon. members opposite invariably attemprt to
belittle the pioncers of local government and
ihe defenders of State parlinmentary vights,
I wish to goodness that we had men of that
calibre to-day, and also on the Tressury
bemehes in our Stafe Parlinment.

My, Wnignt: That is a refloction on
Parliament, '

Mr, MAXWELL: I would be guite satis

Who was your

fied if we had o pumber of similar men
1'nd:ii\f. There is ne veflloetion on Paclinment
at all,

The Home Sgcreriny: You never had a
medieal allicer v Brisbane.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman is
evidently very perturbed. He will have an
apportunily of replying snbasquently, and
ke should voscrve his shot till then.

The jlome Secmerary: I simply say vou
never bad o medical officer 1 Brisbane,
You loafed on the Government.

Mr, MAXWELL: T hope the hon. gentle-
man, as the present head of the department,
will understand the sition  when say
that the heads of the department did not do
their work, because it was the function of
the Commissioner of Public Health fo see
that & medical officer was appoiuted. I ask

[Mr. Marwell.
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the hon. centleman why, if the Drishane
City Couneii did not have a medical officer,
he did not prosecute the Council? But that
kind of allegation is the usual thing.

The Howk Secrerary: Why did you not,
as mayor, appoint one?

Ar. MAXWELL: Because we had one.
Haon. mombers opposite will say anythin
that will fend to belittle and ndicule a
bring down men whose shoes they are unfit
10 tre.

The Hose Secrerary: Why did you not,
as mayor, appoint one?

My, MAXWELL: I am not gaing to stand
any politician on the opposite side of the
House traducing loeal authority ten,

Mr. WriGHT interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: T am in a better position
than a gentlernan who has just come 1nto the
countey, I have been nssociafed with these
men, I huve been mixed up with Jooal

government work, and 1 know

[5 pom.] the work that they have done,

(hRenewed interjections,) I am
asked why they did not do a lot of the work
thev are doing now?

The Howe Seceprary: Why did you not
do it when you were maror? ou got
£1,000 a year for that position.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is very necessary to
combat the igncrance of the hon. gentleman
there. 1 never got £1,000 a year. It is
evident that the hon. gentleman does not
know his Aet. He dees not know that an
amount of £1,000 is voted to the mayor as
an honorarium. And how does he spend it?
In entertaining and in giving to charities.
One might say to the hon. gentleman in
charge of this Bill: Why did he not leave
the measure as it was, so that the mayor
rould have an hcnorarium voted to him hy
the council, instead of providing a salary of
£1000 a year and allowing the aldermen
on top of that to vote a certain sum of
morey fo the mayor to be expended in the
way the rouncil might think fit? The hon.
gentleman has asked me why 1 did not do
certain things. Why did the hon. member
for Fortitude Valley not do certain things
whea he was mayor? Why did others not
do them? T shall tell you why? Simply
because the Local Aunthorities Act did not
give them the power. The Government—I
arm: nof, blaming the present Government only
—would not trust the local autherities. On
the day when T was electod mayor I am
reported as saying—

“With the aldermen’s asistanes and
co-operation e would endeavour to do
what s predecessor Tind  done—make
Trisbane onp of the het citins in the
Commonwealth, Until the Loeal Autho-
rifies ‘et was broadened, there could
w6t he the advancement here as in the
somthern States”

What did myv friend the hon, moemher for
Fortitude Vallog say? 1 quite sproe with
Lim. I knew the position in which we were
placed. and thzt we had not the power to
do what we wished. Thi- is what the bon.
member said—

* Alderman Wilson, M.L.A., referred
to the mnceessity for securing wider
powers for carrying on the vivie work
more effectively.  1le looked to the day
when the Local Government Aect should
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ta this matter in a return prepared on 17th
October, 1921, I did not get this veturn
yesterday, but at the time. The hon. mem-
or for Port Corris only read that part of
the return which suited himself,

Ay WrignT: You did the same thing a
few moments ago.

Mir: MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Tort Curtiz only veatl 8 portion to endeavour
o show thut L, s mayor sl the time. wis
wasting raoney by runnivg round the streefs
of The ciry in oltor-cars, J_lut e give the
details of the ameunt whieh is contained in
the fallowing roturn:—

“Rerery  CALLED  FOR BY ALDERMAN
Canrer, Mrenixg oF 3ep OCTOBER, 182L.

< The fotal amount spent on metor-eaye
hire during the peried st Jul-, 1920, to
G0th June, 1921, was £963 175, 9d., which
inelides amounts of £211 18s. 4d, in-
enrried in conuneetion with the visit of
H.R.I. the Priner of Wales, and £73
for hive of car during overbauling of the
' Bwilt” No. Q2714
*The expenses incurred in the main-
topager gnd repaie of the four (4) motor-
cars ownued by the Couneil and under the
cantrol of Chauffewy Jones and the City
Engincer and Parks Superintendent were
£1.306, which inchudes, amongst other
items, petrol, insurance, chauffeur's
Wages and expenses.
“ Yours faithfully,
Y (Bed,) Wai, T, Bawss,
“Asst. City Treasurer.”
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
entleman has cxhansted the time allowed
im under the Standing Orders.
Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I beg to move—
*That the hon. membar for Tooweng
be granted an extension of time to allow
him to complete his specch.”
Question put and passed.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do nnt desire to con-
ceal anything in this matter.

Mr, Camrer: You had £1,000 a year to
pay for your own cars.

Mr. MAXWELL: That remark shows the
ignorunce of the hon. gentleman, How dare
the hon, gentleman come inta this House {for
political purposes and attempt to lead the
people to believe that during my term as
mnvot 1 epent thopsands of pounds in motor-
cars?

Mr. Carrer: T did not say that. T said
you wasted a loi of money on motor-rars.

Mr, MAXWELL: Not at all.
Mr, Carror: Of conrse you did.

Mr. MAXWELL: There is another matter
that I wish to deal with, and it is just as
well that all these matters should be cleaned
up. [ thank hon. members for giving me
the epportunity for continuing my speech.

Mr, CarTEr: You are apologising now.
Mr, MAXWELL: T am only stating faets.
OrrosiTios Mryaers: Hear, hear!

Mr. MANWELL: If any apology 15 due;
it is from the hon. member for Port Curtis,
who in this House asked how many thou-
sands of pounds 1. as mayor, had spent on

motor-cars. ' have given the House the
various items.

[Mr. Mazwell.
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Hon. members may remember the fuss that
was made in connection with certain deben-
tures that were issued by the Brisbane City
Conneil, .'md how the hen. membor for
Far T_Ttut{! Talley and myself, as two members
of the Cauncil, received some blame.

Ar. Cawrzn: Do not blame the hon.
member for Tortitude Valley.

Mr. MAKWELL: I am clearing the hon.
momber for Fortitude Valley, just as 1 am
cleaving myself,

Coveaxyext Mpysers; Oh!

The atiack was made on

Alr. MAXWELL:
the Labour aldermen just as well as myself.

The Houe Sereetany ; Alderman Raymond
never signed any conirict with the hon.
memhber for Forritude Valley, (Government
interjeetions,)

The SPEAKER: Order! Qrder!

Mr. JIAXWELL: T did net think that T
would get such a Iot of machine guns trained
on me this afterioon. It is evident thas hon
members opposite do not relish the infor-
a0,

My, Comser: They do not like to hear the
truth.

Mr. MAXWELL: Any board of direetors,
or lacal authority roprr-sentutnes. or any
man in a high position prefers ta be guided
in financial matters by his bankers. Wa
shall see what the Commoenwealth Bank said
recarding the offor made by Alderman Raz-
mond in connection with the debenture
question—

“* Commonwealth Bank,
“ Hrizsbane, 28th January, 1921,

“The Acting Town Clerl,
*Toawn ITall, Brisbhane.

“ Deoar Sir,—City of Brisbane deben-
tures * G.a" &8, 000—5 per cent. matur-
ing £1, 500—1!1;‘21—£6 500-——1)‘7,‘21'

*“ Referrving to my interview vesterday
with  the [éliy reasurer,  when  he

informed me that Alderman Raymond is
epared to renew the debentures held by
iim, provided he iz paid 6f per cent.
interest, froe of State income tax, 1 have
to advise you that the bank eonsiders
that, in present eirenmstances, Alderman
Ruyinond's debentures should he renewed
on the terms asked for by him.
% !mm‘a fuithfully,
“(Sgd.) A, 8. Doucras,
“ Manager."
We were fnllowing the advice of our finuncial
adviser. [ think that clears that matter,

There is another matter conneeted with the
way the business men on the Brisbane City
Couneil fixed up loans and other things,

Mr. Canter: Thoy did fix things up.

Mr. MAXWELL: They could not have
done so had they not beon business men.
have here details of the loan flonted in
eomneetion with the DBrishane Town Hall
and 1 want hon. members to pay careful
atlention to whut I read—

“Towy Hatr Loax.
* Amount flonted, £530.000.
“ Rate of interest, 5 per cent.
“ Conditions—
1, The Conneil to float a laeal loan:
when advised by the bank fo do so,
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ihe bank ta be ollowed 1} por cont
commission out of which brokers' com-
misdon will bo paid; advertising and
all other expenses to bo borne by the
Couneil,

2. Pending the Aotation of n loan the
bank to advance the above amount, the
Couneil to draw the money es required
and interest to bo cwloulated on the
smount drawn from time to timo only.

3 1f a loan be not floated by the
Couneil within five years, the bank ta
take up the unissued debentures at the
then current rufes, 13 per cent. com:
mission yeferred to above being payable
to the bank., payvment of interest and
repayment of principal to be made by
cqunl  half-vearly ivstalments over a
period of not more than twenty years.”

'{gléf%se arrangements were made in February,
.

Then there is the guestion of the concrete
roads loan. There is one ontstanding feature
in connection with conerete roads, Tho han,
member for Port Curtis and those associated
with him attempted to ridieule me and those
nssociated with me who advoeated conerete
roads, and said that conerete rounds were no
good, that they were o failure.  Sinco then
they went South and have done in this con-
uection exactly what we advoeated,

Mr, Canten: I objected only to the employ-
ment of contract instead of day labour.

The SPEAKER: Order! Is the hon,
:E_elll:nbar dealing with the City of Brisbana
ill?

Me, MAXWELL: Yes, in this way: T am
Eaiming oul the necessity for contmuin% to
ave business men on tho Brisbane City
Council, and am replying to the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba, In view of the incidence of
adult suffrnge and of the amount of worlk
that is to be put upon the twenty men and
mayor who are to constitute the City of
Brishane Council, it will be an impossibility
for business men to continue in that work.
I am showing the necessity for an amend-
ment which I propose to submit when we
go into Committee, which will give business
men an opportunity to continue to work on
this Council. I am now showing why business
men should be upon the Counecil. Let ma
ituuts this with regard to the conerete roads
oan—

“ Concrere Roaps Loaw.
“ Amount floated, £190,000,
“Rate of interest, 54 per cent. per
annum,
* Conditions—

1, The loan to be made available in
five annmual instalments commencing 15t
July, 1521. four of £40,000 each and
one of £30,000. reparment of principal
and pavment of iuterest to be made by

cqual half-vearly instalments over a
period of fifteen years.”

My, Canter: What has that to do with
the City of Brishanc Bill?

Mr, MAXWELL: T am in the Speaker's
hands, and not in yours. And this is the
arvangement that the biusiness men made—

#2. The Council ta draw the monny
as veguived, end interest to be rnlrula.tod
on the amount drawn from time to time
anly."”

1924—4 ¥
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Thiz also applies to the Town Hall loan.
I have given a reply to the acensation mada
against me and the business men associated
with me on the Brigbane City Council, and
I leave it to the public to say who is right
and who iz wrong.

I now want to give the reasons why I
chject to certain e.l%mscx in this Bill—
Bechuse the area is too largo;
Beewuse it is the government of a section
by n =oetion fov o scction
Becuuse the rateparors will bave searcely
auy voice in the spending of the
memey although they provide it;
Because they have no voice in the loan
prope-als;
Boeaure I object to ndult franchise under
these conditious ;

Because it meuns taxation without repre-
senfation,

Take, for instence, the fire brigades
boards thut are guing to be eliminated alto-
cother, and the representation of the insue-
anee campanics who contribute to the upkeep
re live  brigades Dboavds is going to  be
climinated oo, s that fwir? Perhaps I
am arguing on falre premises.

Mr. Hyxus:
elaction,
Mr. MAXWELL: I chalicnge the hon.

maenher ta contest the seat with me have
vead the Bill throngh. and I object most

You will be climinated next

emphatically to municipal enterprise. I
object to unicipal councils dealing with
food supplics, engaging in irade and com-

merce and in manufactures in the eity.
Saraly we have had enough ex(;;mrience of
the State enterprises of this Government
without encouraging the City Couneil te go
in for that kind of thing. When you come
o consider that the ratepuyers ave going o
have nothing whatever to say in that con-
nection, do you think it is fair treatment in
a Pritish community? 1 say unhesitafingly,
No! The prople who have to find the money
have nothing whatever to say about the
spending of il.

I also object to the mayor being a member
of Parliument. 1 have had experience as a
mayor and I say with that experience that
no one man can do two men's jols.

Mr, Hyxes: Why don't you give up your
business?

Mr. MAXWELL: I did 1 say emphati-
eolly that, if they want a man who s going
to Jaok after the intorests of Brisbane, then
it is not rigcht for a member of Parliament
to submit bis name for the position of
Ay or.

My, WaicHT: You have had experience ?

Mr. MAXWELL: I have had expericnce,
and that is why T am saying rhis. TI is
impossible for one man to occupy the two
positions, buecause the intorests conflict.  The
opportunity is given under this Bill to
engage in municipal enterprise on similar
lines to what the Government have done in
comnection with  State enterprises.  One
would have thoueht that, after the experi-
ence we have had in connection with the
mismanngement in State enterprises, they
would have shied elear of that. Who is goin
to paxr for all this? The man with the 16-
erch allotment as well as the wealthy man?
‘here is the taxation going to lead the

Mr. Mazwell.]
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mien who are the ratepayers? The rate-
payers have no voice in the matter.

Mr, Carter: Hverybody is a ratepayer.

Mr. MAXWELL: Everybody is not a
ratepayer, and no one knows the position
more accuratel - than the hon, member. Let
me guoie a table that I have had prepared
1o show the injustice that is going to be
dome to the people in the outlying arcas—

POPULATION,
Within five-mile radius s - .. 1RB737
QOutside five-mile radius . s .+ B1,769
Total ., i o s 240,508
L0oAY IXDEBTEDNESS, e

Government Loans, whal area ., .o 845,007

Interest thereom (with redemption) per
anmum .. s . N bt 64,276

COMPARIEON OF LOAN INDEDTEDNESS,

_ Within five- | Outsdde five-
mile radive. | mile rodius,
E £
From Government . 483,410 162,487
From Other Sources .. | 1,691,278 2
Totals .. £1 1,074,760 162,407
IXTEREST,
Government losns (with
redemption) o 43,184 21,002
Loans  from other
BOUrces s 3 121,854 4%
Totals .. £ 165,038 21,002

Re proposed pooling of loans for 40 years
Imuming averiage Interest & per cent. and redemp-
tion 10s. per cent.) :—

Per Per
Capita, |HRatepayer,

| & e di| & ow d
Iy

Interest and redemption on
Government Loans over %

whole ares ¥i vt 0B 08 8
Pregent interest and re- |
demplion on Govern-

mint Loang— |

Within five-nedleyadine .. | 0 4 7 019 2
Outside five-mile radiug .. | 0 8 1 12 8
Present intervet on loans |
from pther sonices—
Within five millerrding .. | 0183 0 214 §
Outside five-wll: radivs | - F 3 r W 5
Present  interest on total! |
indebtednise— | |
Within fve-milerpdivs .. ! 017 7! 813 8
Outeide Ave-wile rading .. T O 3
Annusl intervst s per Bill— | |
Whole ures 25 sl 032 B | & 710

Average snmving to inhabit- |
e
Within five-mite radius ., 0 431 ' 1 510
Aversge inerc sed paviment |

by inhinbiian' s of dron— |
Qutside five-mile radiug .. i G 2l TR

Figures such as these are astounding, and
it seems to me & most peculiar attitude for
the Home Secerctary to take up when he
triva te link up sueh a big area as 385
square miles. e has such & splendid

[Myr, Maxwell.
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example to follow in regard ro the eity of
Melbourne, the queen city of the South. Ha
has also the example of the city of Ade-
laide, which is_looked upon as one of the
best laid out cities in the southern hemis-
phere, Melbourne is qooted as the Edin-
burgh of Australia,

Is the hoa. gentleman being advised b
public officers? He has not been advise
by losal authority wmen. We have a
statement from  Jecal authority men whe
met in conference and recommended certain
things, hut the hon. gentleman has pushed
them all aside. Ie says that the Greater
Brisbane city will comprise an area of
square miles, the boundaries of which will
vommence at the mouth of the Ping River,
goug right back to the D'Aguilar Range,
thenco extending to Wynoum, and from
tlere coming back to the commencement at
the Pine River,

Then we are told that the hon. gentleman
desires a QGreator Brisbane to prevent the
undue subdivision of land. Do hon, mem-
bers opposite know the provizions of tha
Local Aunthorities Act, and that the local
authorities have power to deal with that
kind of thing? oes the hon, gentleman
who is in charge of the Health Department
say that the officers of hiz Department are
not compeient men? e eays that one
reason why we want a Greater Brisbane Bill
i3 to get a pure milk scheme. T remember
the time when the Brisbane City Council
contralled the milk supply in Brisbane, and
heavy fines were inflicted for adulteration.
It was evident that the Department of
Public Heulth on that oceasion thought
there was a lot of money in the business, so
they toak it over.

The House adjourned at 530 p.m.





