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M4 Public Service, Ec., Ml

single Federal Arbitration Court award
might impose an extra charge on a par-
ticular . State of any amount up to
£1,000,000 per annam.”

Tha State has provided an efficient Arbi-
tration Clourt, anE, if we are going 1o have
the State public servants linking up with
the Australian Tublie Servants' Association
10 gain access to the Federal Arbitration
Court, T do not know what position the
State is going to be placed in. Burely when
the question has been referred to the Pre-
mier by the Public Service Commissioner,
the Premier should have let the House know
what attitude the Government intended
taking up in vegard to the question, Is the
Premier prepured to aceopt the position
under which public sevvants will have the
vight of entry to the Federnl Court and
Aea entry inte the State Court and then
be able to take the sward which sunits thom
best?  Surely, befors Parliament is asked
whether it is desirable to introduce i3z Act
or not, hon. members sre entitled to some
information from the Promiey in regard to
the attitude he takes up on what T regard as
a very important quostion, so that we shall
lnove exnetly where we stand,

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G, Theodore.
('hitlagore) : My own attitude on the question
is well known. T do regard it as unfortu-
nate that the TFedoral Arbiteation Court
should have jurisdiction over th Stute de-
partments—at any rate in those States o
which the public servants hove aceces to an
adeguate State Arbitration Court. It may
be argu d that the entire industrinl jurisdie-
tion would more wisely or offectively
administered by n central authority than v is
b the State authoritics, ns at present: but
that is a different questinn entirels, Under
the present ditrilmtion of powers of adminis-
tration T do think the State onght to have
control over the industrial mattere affecting
their own public servants, but the High Court
has ruled otherwire, I yelerred to that
docision as undemocratic in the <rse that it
vwas in offect an amendment of ths Australian
Constitution made by the High Court and not
by a relerendum of the people.

In regard to Queensland T do not appre-
hend any great diffielty, for althongh State
uhlie sorvants havn tha pright 10 go to the
“ommonwealth Arhittation Conrt, [ do nm
believe the Commonw.alth Arvbity tion Court
will make an award where a Stie publie
service is under a  sati fuctory systom of
arbitration, and is work’ng under awards
confereed in o their own Stutes. T «lo not
thivk the Commonwe [th (nrt will willingly
take an the very invidiouns and thanlkless duty
of supervising n State public serviee which
o alveady woll eantrallod.

Mr. Maxwern: Cannot the publie servants
ereate a dispute extending bevond the boun-
daries of one State?

The PRFMIER: That upplies to all
t‘!ll!suu of workers. I am net denyving the
right of Srate public seevants to go to the
Commonwenlth Arbitration Court. The High
Court ha: removed all doabt on that scors;
b=t g2 T have #2id, T do not think the
Commanwralth Conrt  will willingly  fake
on the very invidious duty of making
awards where awards already exist for the
State public servants, cspecially where they
are made and aro comprehensive, and have
been confirmed year after vear in all their
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manifold details, dealing as they do with
classifications, allowances, and the whale
151111:{ of industrial conditions spplying to
the public serviee. It is not likely that the
Commonwealth Court will snet hastily and
take over the duly of supervising all these
aetails, therefore, T do not think there will be
any great difficulty. When the public ser-
vants have the right to go to the Federal
Arbitration Court, no doubt they will find it
more advantageous to remain under their
present industrial control,

Question put and passed.

The Houze resumed.

The CHATRMAN reported that the Com-
mittoe had come to a resolution,
The resolution vwas agreed to,

Firar READING,

The PREMIER (llon. 5. @G, Throdore,
Chillugas) prosented the Bill, and moved—
“That the Bill be now read o first
time."
Question put and passed,
The seoond rending of the Bill was made
an Ovder of the Day for to-marrow,

ANIMALS AND BIRDS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
Seconp Reapisc—ResvmrrioN oF DEavie.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigry): When the Seore-
tary for Agriculture mtroduced this Bill, he
said he did so having due regard to the
reservation to bring about the proper control
and reasocable limiting of the industry,
Ther: is no question that thoe industry has
not been properly controlled or reasona
limited, broause we have large portions o
1he State in which these unfortunate animals
and hirds have been practically extermi-
nated.  Political considerations have been
allaved 1o ereep in as agninst the welfare of
the native fauna of this State.

We have had close stisons proclaimed,
but, when pressure has been brought to
bear, the sea=on has been opened, although
it was well known ot the time that there
were many districts in the State where these
ammals had Loen practieally exterminated,
The number given by the Minister when
making his sceond reading speech of the
opossima und bears dostroyed was eather an
eve-opencr.  No  mafter  what  Aets  of
Darliam nt mey  he enforced prohibiting

tha e of o cauide and of flash lamps,
wo lknow  those  Acts  are  peactically o
doad  letter.  The method of  extermin-

sling these animals has become so  seiens
tifie thit in a large numbey of distriets
thiey hove been practically wiped ont, 1t 18
a very uncomemon thing in a large part of
the State to see a native benr, and it is
rather an uncommon thing to see an opos-
sum, Certainly (o endeavour now to make
them a revenue-producing asset to the State
is nat going to lead to a proper control or to
a reasenable limitation as regards the num-
ber destroyed. Cortainly the money raised
in this regard is going to be paid into a trust
fund, but we know that, if one fand shovs o
debit balance, the evedit balance of another
fund is used ta bolster up the fund in debil
I am ufraid that the native faunn of this
State is going to he sacrificed to political
cxpt:dimcg in an endeavouy to secure an
amount nf revenue that otherwise would not
be available.
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The Minister stated that this State was
not alone in its desire to secure funds from
the native faunn, and he instunced Western
Australia, New Zealand, Victoria, and South
Australin, Western Australin does impose o
royalty on skins sold, but il doos not go s
far wa- this Bill in declaving all native
animals to be the property of the Stare, and
it dous not go so far as to permit trappers
to trap on private propert-. They ar only
allowed to trap on Crown lands nnless with
the consent oP the owner of the property.
In New Zealand there is no voyalty at all
on skins such as the Minister led 1= 1w
belieye. The Government grant a license to
pecple 1o shoot & certnin number of deer,
just as they grant a license to people to

sh for tront. They also impose a licens:
on peonle who sell game, but there is no
liconse fee, as far as 1 have besn able to
discover, in any Xew Zealand Act, in the
nuture of a royalte on fur anmimals, As a
matter of fact, there are practicallr no such
ammals in New Zealand, The license [on
imposed in New Zealand is for a turally
-difl’uvunt. purpose. It is not for the purpose
of weyuniring revenue.  The license 15 only
iggued in respect of imported game, uml only
u gertain bag is permitted, Any man licensed
to shoot deer is only permitted to shoor
eortain number.

Mr, Forex: The liconse fee proposed to be
imposed here is only for the purpose of pro-
duuing revenue to protect native fauna,

Mr. MOORE: I am afraid the anxiety
af the Govertment (o secure revonue is not
going ta protect our native animals, bhur is
ruther going to have the opposire effect,
and is rather goiug to lead ta iheir oxters
mination, The methods adopted of wenring
these animals by Jamps wnd poison have
taken awar practically every chanes  the
unfortunate avimal has of ccaping. When
it was merely & question of sparing, there
wns @ certain number of «<eapes.  In my
distriet I do not suppose vou could find hali
a dozen opossums in the whole of th
distriet. Although they used to be reason-
alily  plentiful, they are now practiealls
viped out. There is one thing that does rive
them a little protection. That ia the prickly-
pear, Where i is so thick that the trappors
cannot get into it, the opossums are afforded
a little nataral peotection, What is needs |
is a close zeason for two or three years 1o
wive these animals an opportunity of breed-
g up, and not have any apen season, The
present practice of opening the season at
wregnlor intervals gives an opportunity
people o teap these animals all throuzh the
year, and then hold the skins until the open
ni;umn. We know that dozens of peaple do
that,

Mr. Forey: That is what we are trying to
prevent,

Mr. MOORE : I do nat see that il i= likely
tn be prevented under this Bill.  The Il
is of & very drustic nature, It embodie. (wo
distinetly new prineiples, neithor of +hich.
to my nind, is going to be for the henclis
of these unfortunate animal,  In Vierorin
ant' South Aunsiralia thore « srtainly hos heen
no public amnouncemment as regards getring
a roralts i respect of the native fanna,
They may have considered it privat 1w, but

nothing  has  been  done,  and
[10.30 g.m.] Queensland and Western Anstealia
are the only two States which
kave taken setion ‘The Minisior estimates
that he will have a revenue of ubout £°7.000
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from this source, but I cannot see where it
is going to come from for more than a year
o1 two. 1 cannot s ¢ the expediency of endea-
vouring fo secure such un amount of revenue
from these animals, which are going to be
sacrificed in a way they have no right to bo
sacrificed

The nnin portion of the Bill 1o which [
object, is the matter of giving permnts to
trappers to go on to peivate holdings and
loaseholds, irrespective of the wishes of the
leaseholder or the owner of the property. 1
quite understand that in the case ab pests
such ns dingoes, if o man will not proteet
his neighbour. and profecr himeelf in the
way of eombating the pest, some measures
are needed to compel him to earrr out his
duty: but ss regards opossums, bears, and
other native animals, there is no such riason
for tre passing on private property.  The
Ainister himself said that he thought the
man who Lad to pay the rent and who ovned
the stock on the land should be the first
considevation,  The first consideration is
that that man is paying a rent to the Crown
fur a leaschold propevty to the use of which
he 1s therefore entitled, in the smne way as a
frecholder purchases a Dblock of land and
pays the Crown for the frechold tenure of
it, and the Crown has no right to give
permits to people te enter and irespass on
lis property, and to do whatever they like.
We zhould not allow undesirables, a. many
of them are, to go on these properties. They
linve no right to go there. It is not only #
guestion of the damuge they will do, {mt
there is a large number of men who have
to leave their wives and children at home,
and the fact of piving permits o trappers
10 go on to a property while a man 15 away
creates a very nervous feeling, 1 koow of
very many cases where a man wounld feel
very doulitful abont leaving his home 1o go
awity on business if he thought that there
wern peonle authorised to go on his property
aduring lus absence, It is not a question that
they will da anything, but there is a large
number of people—women in  porticalar—
wha dislike to have strang rs prowling about
the place at night, nt 11 npsets them and
makes them nervous. 1 do not see that the
Government have any vight to allow people,
unless with pevmiision of the osners, to go
on to the properties, for which the owners
are paying rent or vhich they have pur-
ckased, for a cortnin class of business. We
lknew that for health reasons or for the
purpose of combating o pod it is necessary
a7 timies that deastie action ‘hould be taken:
but there is no necessity for such action
under a Bill of this sort. [t is not mercly «
quostion  of deing  damage to stock o
upeetting stoek.  We know that very often
a flashiight from a lomp and shooting havo
had a very disturbing effect on eattle which
pre fattening in e paddock, There is no
protection, apparently, to 1o given to the
stockovner at all—he has no say. A Board
is to be formed, and it will have power to
give permits fo trappers.

Alr. Fouey: Tho stockowner will
representation on the Doard.

Mr. MOORY © He will have repre-centation
on the Board, but as there will be a Govern-
ment reprosentative und n represeufitive of
the trappers, he will be ourvoted by two to
one.

The SgcreTany ron Aenicvrrvne: Where
will he be outvated?

Myr. MOORIE: If a man pavs a licensa
fee, he ¢an get a permit for trapping. That

Mr, Moore.]
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of prevenling the wholesale dostruction of
these interecting animals. T admit that in
seme cases o certain destruetion of crvops
takes place through then, At the same
time, in my own cise at Beech Mountain,
wherg the serub practically suerounded my
property, the destruction of crops by thee
animals was very ineonsiderable indend, To
me—and T know to a vast number of other
persons—the=  form  a very considerable
attraction ol eur country-side, and the “hale-
sule destruction which has gone ou, whereby
these interesting aunimals have been almost
wiptd out, amonnts to a sin. A uative heav
with its voung on its back 13 a most intr rest-
ing sight, e:peciully to persons from the
towns who have never scen these little
animals; and to see oposswns moving about
efter dark is wlso a vory intorosting sxperi-
ence (o persons who have rarvely seen them.
But you can go through the greater portion
of the Albert electorate, -chere n cousider-
able amount of scrub still exists, wnd
ventove to say that ther are nmow a very
rave sighl, You probably will not sce a
rative bear at all, and but verr few
opossums. At the rick of repeating myselt,
I trust that these interesting fauna will
regaive a chance to inercase, and that steps
will he taken to prevent their indiseriminate
destruction—that it will at least be kepe
under control. As practically every member
of the communify engrged in busitess 1s
requived to pay a license fee of some kimd,
and having 1 mind the value of this par-
ticular industey, I am eertainly of opinion
thut these persons engaged in it should not
eseape from contribufing something to the
revenue. Turthermore, this native fauna
being the propoerty of the C'rown, the Crown
35 entitled to veceive some portion of the
valua of the skins for whatever marketable
commodity exists in it.

My, CLAYTON (Wide Bay): To my mind,
this Bill iz only ancther form of tazation.
W see other Governments reducing tuxation
very materially, but in Queensland we have
the Government increasing it in almost every
mensure they introduce. We heve the Go-
vernment posing as the friends of the man
on the land, but in this amending Bill they
are introducivg legislation which will haross
the frecholder. We are going fo allow a
trapper to go on to freehald land, and on
the other hand we are going to tax bim
in the earning of his lLivelihood, 1In the
issup of permits, T think any board which
may be established should take into con-
siderstion the question of whether the appli-
cant is of a ruliable character or otherwise,
hecause it is a most serious malter if you
are going to allow trappers to ro all ovor
frechold glﬁmcl jut as ther like in the pursuit
ol oporwas rrid  other mavsupiols for a
liveliﬁoqd. It will go a Jong war towards
cansing anxicty in the homes of fhe peaple
eencerned if such persons are allowed to go
all over the country and do just as they like,

I believe that some of them +vill abuse the
privilege, and will do ceviain acts on the
propectivs which will not ba fo the interest
of the owner. Wa know that many land-
owners do not reside on some of their pro-
portice,  Thev have what we koow as out-
side paddorks, which they go and work
veeasionally in‘connection with their sheep or
cuttle,  TE vou are going fo allpw tEo-e
trappers to room over the paddocks as they
ywigh, then there will always be a danger
of five, because the trappers will not be so
careful with rogard te flives as the owners

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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weould be, and probably paddocks will he
lurnt out. There will alse be trouble in
connection with laying poison, although I
krow that iz not allowed. When these
trappers get out in remote country districis
where they are under na supervision, they
will lay poison becaue if ensures a heavier
exich.  The trappers will abuse the priviloge
of being allowed to go on to freebold laud,
and will go in for the laying of poisou,

The SeerReTARY POR PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION :
Iow will that affect the small man?

Mr. CLAYTON: Anything that I say
abaut poizon frightens the hon. pentleman,
bocause hie has it 1n his head, 1 know that
some time age a restriction was placed on
trappers with regard 1o the use of spet
lights, beeanse they were o menace to stock-
owners, but I know they have been used
sinee that time, and will be ns.d in the
future, Tralppers will tale advantage of
being awar from centres of population, and
will use these spet lights. The persons who
fulloy the occupation of trapping are gene-
vally men who are not in & very good financial
pozition, In many instances T kuow of per-
sons who haye had te scel a living in that
direction because of adverse eircunistances.
The Government srve going to impose a tax
upon those individuals. [ am not opposed
to the granting of permits for trapping on
Crown lands, but I am apposed to trapping
being allowed on freehold land. Wao have
these persons, who cannot get an opportunity
to earn the basic wage in the city, forced to
go oul into the country and eundore hard-
ships in earning their living, and we have
some hon. members opposite taking adyan-
tage of the opportumiiy to penalise those
men by texing them. That is unjust. One
section of hon. members opposite pose as
friends of the man on the land, and ancther
seetion  want to  asist the industrialists
Muny industrialists, threngh lack of employ-
ment because of the actions of the Govern-
ment, #are foreed to g{c out on these trapping
ventures, and, possibly because they may not
have a vote in any plebiscite. they do not
vount, and the Government take the oppor-
tunity of taxing them to get more revenne.
I amn opposed to this form of taxation being
imposed on people who go out to carn then
livelihood in this way. Prior to the lust
elections the Government had decided, and
the Minister had stated, that the opossum
senson would not be opened for that year.
What happened? An election wis sprung
on us, and, owing [ suppdse to certain hon.
members opposite bringing pressure to bear,
the season was immediately opened so as to
paeify zome persous and get votes

Mr. Fouey: It was opened after the eloe-
tigns, and not before the elections.

My. CLAYTON: The season was openod,
notwithsianding the fact that the Minisier
had ¢ ud thev the country was being d. pleted
of marsupials

Mr. Farpenn: Yan know that iz not so,

Mr. CLAYTCN: T trust the Ministor will
b fiem in regard to the applications mado
to him, and that he will see these marsupials
are protected. Bo far as opening the seasons
are concerned, [ would suggest thar the
Minister should consider ths cutting up of
Quoensland into districts, beecauss in some
distriets the marsupials mav not hreed up to
tho same extent as in others. Tf the Minister
usedl his judgment in this matt r, it might
lead to an ingresse in the number.
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grounds, snd up to the very last moment
woe pleaded with the Minister to bold his
hand and wait a few months until more
information was available, but all we got in
answer to guestions was olfensive replies and
quibbles. T remoember that at the very last
moment some information regarding the sale
of ratoon cotton came to hand, and [ asked
the Minister if, in view of that information,
he would ssree to hold ths matter over for
a few months until Mre. Daniel Jones had
returned from the old counter: but, in reply
to that guestion, the Miaisier referred me
to his previous spe ches en the subject made
two or three months before, as if they had
any hearing on the question in view of the
vecent informatien. Iz previeus spreches
were an obstinate repetition of an assumption
that has sinee heen proved to be false. The
Reoekhampton “ Bulletin "' of 25th Auguost last
reports—
A distinetly illuminating address was
delivered by Captain Rhedes, supported
by an inderesting speech by My, T. B
Ross, representative in Quensland for
Merepz. Ashleigh and Co., England, who
are prepared to buy all the ratoon and
plant cotton that growers in Queensland
ean produce, the price to be hased on
\n‘n’lt\“s parity and payments made either
by cash against documents in Queensland
ports, or advanevs against  consign-
ments,”
There iz an instance showing the demand
for rafoen cotton.  Again, the lirishane
S Courier ™ of 27th September lust had this
article L Mr. Duaniel Joucs, under the
heading—
“ Ratoox  Currox.
** QUEENSLAND SAMPLES [N LANCASIIRE.
“1t was the writer's good fortune
to get in tonch with all these organisa-
tions, eifher in a corporate or individual

capavity. Thus [ was enabled to place
the ensc for the Queensland eotton-
growers  before  (he  highest  cotton

aunthorities in the Empire, with the rosult
that the value of properly-grown
Queenslund ratoon cotton was established
beyond cavil. At a meeting of the
Manchester  Cotton  Association some
twenty samples of ratoon-grown cotton
were examined, and in every instance
high commendation was passed on cach,
These rvepresented Upland., Sea Island,
Yigypiian, Caledonian, nd Peravian
varl ties, one or other suitable for the
ordirary medium quality for Lancashire
trade, others suit:ble for the fine
spinners, or the Yorkshire demand, which
iz for an article adapted for mixing with
wool, for which some of our perennial
sorts are ocminently suited, and which
bring good prices. These samples now
remain with the association, sind can be
inspected by anpone interested in the
question of the expedioncy ar othorwise
of ratosning eotton crops. The opinions
as to values of this eotton, tendered by
practicnl <pinmers, shov the samples fo
Le worth "mm one poeany to fourpenee
more, or ovon morve, than the present
value of American middling.”

A penaltr was placed by this Government
on the growing of such valuahle cotton in
Queensland, The article continups—
“One millowner on the floor of the
Manche ter Cotion Fxchange averved his
willingness to give iwo shillings per Ib,

[Mr. Swayne.
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of lint for a eorresponding bulk sample
of cotton of the Pima variety rajsed at
Potrie terrace, Brisbane, The Liverpool
Cotron Association, on whose verdiet the
whole issues depended.  very earcefulls
handled the ratoon samples, placing them
in ecach iostanee in the hands of leading
cotton brokers of wide experience. In
each ease the values given were from one
penny to twapence per b, in lint more
than the then ruling value of Aincrican
middling, always taken b+ the trade as
standard. The samples were sent ta them
as Queensland-grown ratoon coiton, so
that even the cver-present prejudice
against  ratoon-grown  erops {mrl full
upporiunit- to express itself, which it
did, as given in some of the rvepori=”
The avricle continues for anether half-
column on similay lines. pointing oot the
absolute fact that there is, and always has
been, a demand for thiz varviety of cotton,
yhich, under a heavy penalty, the (-,iueens]nnd
farmers only last year werve forbidden to
grany.

The opponenis of ratoon cofion appear to
limve based their case and conclusions on the
Upland wvarietr. 1 am quite preparcd to
gelmit that there has been a eertain amount
of evidence apainst ratooning the Upland
vaviory. I will admit in this instance the
strongest  evidenet  against  ratooning  and
quot  the following prices, taken from the
Brisbane “ Coucier " of 14th July last, in
this eonneetion :

Liut.
Por th
“ Awmerican middling O i
Durango plant ‘ e 18.87d,
Dnrango ratoon 18.5d.
TUpland ratoon 16.75d."

Tt there is any veason on which to base any
doubts in respect to ratoon cotfon it is in
connection with the Upland ratoon cotton.
Yot here we sec it only about a penny below
American middling, which is th2 standurd of
vilaes,

1 have maintained all through that the
evidencs rhows a huge mistake was made,
and, if that mistake bad not been made,
theve would have been no necessity for our
time to be taken wp on this oecasion. I
hope that the Minister. even at this late
hour, will rieovnise that he iz ot infallible,
but that he dors make mistakes, and will
in fulure amend the error of his ways.

There are other features in conneeiion with
the muaiter we have before ns that eall for
consideration. I am not going to touch on
oneg matiér at any very great length, be-
canse 1 intend to move an amendment on
the subject when we veach the Committes
stage of thiz Bill, That is with respect to
the proposed eco-wperative ginneries and tha
disposal of the crop, 1 notiee that it is not
intended 1o do that on the commodity basis
that is being urged at the present time
throughout the farming distriets, The Couneil
of Agriculivre ie largely eomposed of inferests
other than coiton interests. There are many
delegates on the Couneil who liave no interest
what pever in any single branch of agrical-
ture. To give the Council of Agriculture
partisl or complete control, or tﬁc power
ta dispose of any single artigle, is unneces-
sary, and very often would result detrimen-
tally. We arve far more likoly to got sane
offective management if the matter is left
whally and selely in the hands of those con-
corned. I am not going to enlarge on thaf
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subject now, because wo shall have it before
us again 1 Committee,

I notice in regard to the disposal of our
cottan seed that a great deal of doubt exists.
Under the ngreement the cotton growers are
only receiving 1d. per 1b. for ii, although
it 18 worth anfinitely more. The question
arises, Why -was the whole control of the
crap placed in the hands of only one body
of buyers? It seems more than passing
strange for u Government who all along
have shown their hostility and antagonism
to anything in the shape of o combine, and
who used to rail against the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company-—calling it an octopus and
so on—when the fime came to organise the
cotton industry, to place the control of the
mdustrs in the hands of a luge company.
Instead of allowing the industry from the
vers beginning to bz established on a
co-operative buasis managed by the growers
themselves, with the aid of the advies of
competent oflicers employed by the Govern-
ment, they Dave isken this inconsistent
action.

When a previous Liberal Covernment set
about the encouragement of the sugar in-

dustry  in  the “ nineries” they did not
hand  over the whaole confrol (o the
Calonial  Sugar Refining Company, but
established central mill companies, and

handed over the management to the growers,
Neurly every one of those companies has
torned out s suceess. I think only one out
of the nine established proved to be a
failure, and during the twenty-five years
they have been estublished they have bLeen
entirely contralled br those divectly con-
cerned, and have furnished about one-thirvd
of the total Queensland sugar output, Even
recently the CGovernment handed a sugar-
mill over 1o the growers to manage.

We Inow that our great dairying industey
has altained its present dimensions ondey the
conirol of co-operative action, In the Arst
plage it miny have been partially controlled
by private  individuala, but it i3 now
almost totally controlled by co-operative
roncans eonsisting of those concerned 1n
the industry.

Why do we not take similur action in
vegard to eotton? The Government should
say to the growers, * Here is your oppor-
tunity., We are prepared to assist you with
capitul just the same as previons Liberal
Goverfiments assisted the sugar-growers with
cupital,  We shall help you with adviee,
hut the management sholl be in your own
hands, and the opporiunity is there for you
to take advantage of it.” Instead of that,
the Government allow the big outride com-
pany to control our cotton industry. T am
not saying anything against thut company,
but the attitude of the Government is incon-
sistent, and 1 think events have shawn it to
be unwize. Regarding the disposal of the
seod under this arrangement, the following
reference was made in the Roeckhampion
“ Bulletin ' of 20th May last:—

“To hold that the Theodore Govern-
ment has developed an incurable aver-
sion to the cottan-grower would be the
mest charitable consiruction to put on
epme of its wetions, The usual tendency
is 10 be indulgent toward the incurably
stupid person and fo head him off from
positions of vesponsibility, just as it s
custornary 1o vegard the first ervor
broadly, and eredit its perpetrators with
at lonst good faith, however bad their
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judgment might have been. But when
one unfoward happening follows another
and the last one is nlways more fatuous
than the one before it, and prim
unfafhomable silence 1s obscrved abous
it until  the grower inadvertently
stumbles over it for himself, ovdinavy
rules are apt to be suspended,

Tt is hard luck for the colton-grower,
that in addition to the inevitabie
vagaries of climate and season, the vora-
city of insects, the stupidity of officialdom
and other calamities incidentul to getting
a living ont of the soil he shoulil also be
afflicted with a band of happ; experi-
menters who have power to give his
produce away and then pretend that they
thought he did not wunt it, and it was
of litfle use to him anyhow if he did.”

This arricle continucs—

“In June of last year the Centeal Dis-
irict Clouneil suggested that the Brivish
Australian Cotton Association might be
asked to pay as much for sced it pur-
chased from the grower as the growoer
puid to it when he wantod it to feed
his perishing stock.”

It deseribes how the matter received increus
ing attention, and we find that the Minister
admitted that the company had been getting
the seed for nesi to nathing, It 1, also
gipnificant that at that time the companyg
asked for a coutinuation of the asgreciment.

Then we come 1o the question of values,
The first time a loeal cotimate was made the
sovd was assessed at o value of £2 175 a
ton.  That was a long way below the trye
vilue, beeause later on a eouple of tens
wire sent to London by the * Do vosthenes.
While the seed was on the water vavious
cstimates wero made us to its valoe, Before
it veached London the Auditov-General was
reked to malke an estimate on flouves sap-
plicd to him. These figures were afterwards
iu‘m‘m:i to be incorrect in mang instances;
wit, on the figures sunplied, the Audiror-
General fixed the value at £8 per ton in Lon-
dun.  The paper " Tropical Life ™ ar the
time assessed the value at £13 bs. per fon.
There was a large discropaney there.  After
particolars enme to band it was found that—

* The seed that bad gone forward by
the * Demosthenss’ had realised £9 10s.
per ton in London, or 302, more than the
price piven to the Auditor-General, while
e gave the freight and oxpenses at
£4 10s. por ton, or £4 1s. 24d. less than
the Anditor-Geenral was told they were"

It tuwrned oot that the sced was worth a
irreat deal more than the estimare that vas
formed here. Those who lost by that were
the growers. That is the sort of thing that
has Leen happening oll wlong.  Under the
aereoment they have not received the value
of their seed. The evidenee s that
8 hoee  mistake  has been made, and
when we get into Commiltee, I hope o shall
bo able so to improve the Il that iy foture
the growers, and only the grower . will he
allowed to control the handhing of their crop
and the ginning of rhe eotion.

With regard to ginning, anather peeculiar
feature oceurs. 1 find that the cost of ginning
lins hoen infinitely greater in Queonsland
than the cost in the United States. All this
information las come fto hand sines the
Minister refused to listen to the reguest of
the (Opposition that he should delay meatiors

Mr. Swayne.)
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realise that a large amount of ratoon cotton
that is not first-class may be labelled ratoon
cotton, thus detrimentally nffecting the name
of ratoon cotton,

Last year the Primary Producers' Co-opera-
five Associations et was passed by the
Government, in which it was provided that
shareholders investing moncy in such co-
operative enterprises should not receive
more than per cent. as dividend ov
remuneration for the money so invested. In
connection with the proposal recommended
by Senator Mnssy Greene and Me. L. R.
Macgregor, it is stipulated —

“(1) A valuation of the phyrsical
assets in Queensland, as 0 going concern,
such valuntion to be made by a tribunal
af which the growers would have one
representative and  the  British-Aus-
tralian Cotton Assoeisbion ono ropresen-
tative, these to agree npon an umpire
before commoencing the valuation.”

That is quite all vight, but parngraph No., 2

shows a_departure from the usual Govern-

ment poliey, It reads—
(R) The growers to form o co-opéra-
tive company to tuke over the existing
ginnevies and fo issue (o the share-
holders of the Beitish-Anstralian Cotton
Asspeiafion  debemures far  the  fall
amount of the valuution as fixed by the
tribunal, to carry 8 per cent. intercit.”

And that when the Primary roducers’ Co:
aperative Associations Act distinctly -lates
that nobody shall receive more than 5 per
cent. for monvy investrd in co-operative
cottan coneerns.

Before closing 1 would like to reiterate
what I have stated previously, that m
Queenslund  we have our orthodox wet
scason, and when that arrives the cotion-
growers will meet their Waterloo, When
the Minister introduced this BBill he stated
that the two previous vesrs had not been
altogether satisfactory” for cotton production,
No doubt we may expect a better quality of
cotton in Queensland in comparatively drey
vear—certainly better than we may expect
in yeurs when we experience our orthodox
wet season. At that time the growth 15 so
luxuriant that a good deal of the strength
gaes into wood, Owing to the season of the
veur when cotton is usually planted in
Queensland  the bolls are formed during
the wet scaron. That being so. much of the
cotton falls to the ground as it vipens, and
is not harvested, Aguain, during o very wet
senson you will not get the same orop on the
bushes. Wxperienee has proved thot the best
erap from plant cotton is obtained in a dry
vear, so that in an avernge wet senson the
growers will be wp against o number of
diffioulties.

I wlso object 10 power being given in the
Bill 1o Timil the grawing of raioons to the
firsi year, No limit should have been placed
in the Bill in this vegard. The farmers
should be allowed to ascertuin for themselves
liow many rateons they ean grow with sue-
eess, | am guite cecfain that in some
loealities it will be found that they will be
able to grow third and fourth yenr ratoons
whicl will praduee a cotton of equal quality
to the first ratcons or plant cotton grown
in other districts. When growing sugar-
cane it is not the practice to grow ratoons
ovar o groat numbey of years, but in some
distvicts riatoons can be grown very much
longer than in others. For instance, in the

[Mr, Nott,
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Burdekin district they do not grow very
many ratoons. Many years ago they adopted
a system of growing one ratoon, while in
other places they have grown five and six
ratoons, When I was growing sugar-cane
I alwavs advoeated that it did not pay to
grow foo many ratoons, The same thing
will eccur in- regard 10 cotton. The man
growing eotton ought to be the best judge
az to how many ratoons he should grow,
I kpow one instance where sugar-cane was
ratooned for twenty-two years, and it pro-
duced a myeater tonnage per acre than is
obtained in Queensland to-dar from plaut
carte.  That certainly was an exception, but
it illustrotes that there are exceptions. 1f
a gvower has a stand of cotton that is likely
to be an exeeption to the rule, why should
he ot be allowed to take advantage of 1t?
Why hould he be compelled to plough in
whut might turn out to be & valuable erop?

n Queensland ve ave not limited, as is
the case in many ather conunteies, to a small
voographical ares, nor are we limited to a
few varieties of soil. We have a very
widely disteibuted cotton-prowing area wit
o very wide and varind climate, and 1 sup-
pose we have as many degrees of variation m
oy =oils as there are in any country in the
world,  Seeing that is the cuse, why do the
Government not allow those men whe arve
endenvouring to make a living on the land
an opporiunity to take full advantage of our
conditions, and allow their cotton ushes 1o
grow so long as they will produce a
commereisl crop?

Tn countries where ratoons are not grown
it i5 becauss they are not able to grow
vatoons. The reason why they are m_lnuhle
to grow them, as T have pointed out in the

case of Egypt, is that the water

2 pom] 15 too mear the plant roots, or

that the seasons are too severe
on account of frosts. I think that any
country which ean grow rateons would do
=a. There is o great deal of argument os to
what ratooning really is. You will find
some people growing sugur-cane who ill
tallk abour vatoons as the plants which have
hoen planted in the previous year or several
vears previously, There are same people
wha do not apply the term to the p_lnnf: nt
a1l lwt ta the operation of enltivation.
There ar+ some men in Queensland to-dny
who falk abouf ratooning as being the
vperation of plopghing the soil away from
the cans plants on each side of the row, and
then throwing it back again,  Tf informa-
{ion i3 ohtained  from  New  Caledonia,
Algorvin, and other parts of the woeld, it
will b found that the bulk of the cotton
vrown in those places is vatoon cotton, and
i iz prefereed to the other clnss of cotton,
rnd sells at a high price in the Buropean
warkets.  These ratoon crops are mostly
psed by the French mumufacturers, At the
ineeption of our cotton legitlation T stated
that T did nnt think anybody would claim
thae maferial manufactured hy the _Frnqrh
manufacfurers was in any  way inferior
to cotton  manufaciured  hy any  other
nationality.

In recard to the fenr of inseet pests. 1
think the most ¢ffective spstem of controll-
inz the pink boll worm, or varions other
worms which ave very injurious to our
eattan erops, will not be by means of entting
or burning the bramblus so mneh ns by
turning ecattle into the eotton field on the
advent of the Brst frost. If you turn cattle
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in al the appearance of the first frost, they
will cat all the worms and the lavva left in
the stalks. 1F the cattle are not turned in
at the fivst frost, and the leaves begin to
withor, and the bolls fall, the pupae remain
in the ground and come out as perfeet
insects with the next crop: whereas, if you
tar in the ealtle and let themn eat the bolls
off before they drop, the “vorms are all
killed. The prevention of pests would be
more complete if cattle werp allowed to eat
the bolls and the voung shoots on the cotron
plants,

In that way a man who is a daivyman as
well as a cotton-grower may gain some
extra advantags over awd above the pro-
duction of eotton for lint. I think, teo,
that in this way vou would prevent the
inerense of the pmk boll worm fay more
effeatively  than if yon cut down the
brambles first.  Of ecourse, if vou cut the
Lrambiles down with the bolls on them, and
destruyed them, you effectively dostroy the
worm<: but every farmer knows that, if he
hus anz plant to cradicate, he leaves that
job until the last; so that before he will
destroy his cotton he will plough his land
and plant aats or harley. or whatever he is
prowing for wiuter feed.  Consequently, lo
depead on entiing dos n the plants soems to
be w vaw of locking the stable door after the
horse has bean stolen.  In many oases it
will Lo quite ascless, beeanse, when tho
l)rth.' s are dry—and the ootton holls drey
quicklv—most of the mature inzects havo
e, Then agnin, when you are eollocting
them he hand, or raking Them up, the holl
will full te the ground, and the worm v the
crysaliz it eontuins will not he destroyed,

Whilst I v sponking of the pink bLoll
worm [ am reminded that, in additien to
having to face the antagonism of the Serre-
tary for Agricalturs, wo had a statemout
from the Prewicr when in Engliand whicls,
I think, was portienlarly foolish. W often
hear how. mombers on the other side sovine
that hon. racmbers an this side are very
prone to say things which damage the eeadit
of Queenslund. T it not moee likely 1hat
a statemient made by (he Promier, who was
on an portant financial mission, and meoet-
e aotton people  and  finaneial ponple,
would have a far more damaging offect than
anything we might say in Quoensland®  He
soid that the pink boll worm had setilod
the ratoon question,

The SE!.‘I‘.I-‘T‘\R)‘ FOR AGRICULTTRE: IHow do
i know he did?

AMr. NOT'T': We have vend it in the pross,
and the venrics has not dented it T should
be ouly ton pleased i he wenld dony it,
although his denial would not wndo the
harm cansed by v hat he is supposed 10 have
snid.  Tn talking about eotton praduction in
Que nsland  he quoted  ome  fAgures,
sdded—

*In some cases the growers have had
to pay for adult labour. while ehild
Iabony is equally  officient.  Whoee o
miit Las been able to omploy his own
family the cost of cotton production will
tork out at abont half the fignres
shown,™

[ think that these statements which the
Premiev is veported ta have made in Eng-
land are parvtienlarly damaging to  the
indiistry.  Not only have we the Secrotary
for Agrienlture doing all he can to wreck
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the industry—I admit that he may not have
thought ke was doing so, bui the trouble
was thai he would listen to nobody else—
but we also have the Premicr making state-
ments < hich have been particularly damag-
ing lo Quecnsland and the industry here.

On thie Estimates of the Department of
Agrviculture 1 star d that we had some won-
derfully goad experts in the deparfment,
but thut wo did not alwa:s rake advantage
of their alilitv. It scems to me that we
have an Admini trution who do not know
Low to employ o munbor of these experts,

Many people have tried, and are teying,
to produece semething which will be for the
benefit  of mankind, Tn this ecase. Dr.
Duneroft has endeavoursd by erossing one
varivty of seetl with nnother to evolve a
wood varicty of seed like Dr. Thomatis did
it the vicinity of Mairns many years ago,
when he produced Caravonica cotton, Many
af these secientists do thenr work withous
remuneration at all, Theiv heart is in their
work, and they are earvying it out at very
groat expense and with a considerable degree
of patience, These plant-breeders are not
wm“n. but born.  Usaally scientists get an
iien, wrd they endeavour (e work ont that
idea so as o prodoee something for theie
vevntry's wood.  If b certoin eross-broeding
they can establish something better than that
which existed heretofors, #= Dr. Thomati
lins. done and as Dr. Bancroft is aitempting
1o do, great good will eventoate  Tnstead
of the Covernment encouraging thesy men
to do all they pessibly can. they have gono
out of their way te insult thews, as they
did in the ease of Dr. Banoroft

The SPEAKER : Ovder! Tha hon. gentle-
man has i-slmus;pd the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. LOGAN (Loekyer): T have uo Jdoubt
thut the Minister feels somewhat hamiliated
it having ta go back on his legislation of
la t year.

[_']_'!m SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: Not a
ik

My, LOG AN+ The Minister should at least
huve some vegrets for lmring introducoed
legislation which has had a serions @lfeet on
the primary  producers, Tt is pleasing to
note that ut this late hour the Government
Lave seen it to amend their legizlation, and
uo doubt they are doing so because of tho
pressure that lias been brought to bear b
the  eotton-growers. After  the s=pecch
dilivered by the hon, member for Stanles
an the second reading of the Cotton Industry
Bill last sossion and his spoech on this Bill,
ane feels that there is not much left to be
siid on the cotton induster,  The hon.
momber has had eonsiderable experience in
travelling i different parts of the world,
end he has givon ta the Houso the conditions
vhich obtuin in other countries, and the
epinions of those who have had experience
it cotton-growing in those parts, Hon, mom-
bers will agreeo that the knowledee he has
tuparted is sound adviee, and well worthy
of overy consideration.

It has been vather depressing for meribors
in vountry constituencies where cotton s
grown o be constanily coming in contach
with growers vho have been serionsly hit by
fhis anti-tatoon  legislation, and to he
vequested  to make representations 1o get
seme measure of vedress on hehall of those
growers.  Some hon, members on this side
have suggested that it would be quite o fair

Ay, Logan.]
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The BgcreTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
sugroest that pilfering gous on?

Mr, LOGAN: Yes.

The Secrerary For Acricvirrre: L do nob
think it is pilfering—I think it is doe to
the evaporation of moisture.

Mr, TLOGAN: The consignor sent seven
bales or 728 1b. of cotlon, being an average
of 104 I, a bale, and he was paid for six
bales, representing a weight of 604 1b.
There is a big loss there of 124 [b, The con-
signor hus the railway slip showing that he
sonl B4 ewt. That loss has to be E‘mrna by
ithe unfortunato producer, and the Minister
should see if something cannot bo done.
T'he grower is told thntﬁw s to he paid on
the amount delivered at the railway station,
and [ contend that he has the vight 1o stick
ait for that payment. He has to pay for
the cartage of the crop, and very often the
Ioss is sullicient to pay the whole of the
froirht,

The Minister the other day said that
Ameriga produced 61 per cent, of the world's
cotton. IE that 18 80, with the present
bigh prics of wool, it dovs seem possibla
ihat the cotton industry n Qul.‘l:'lls\a.nr'l is
likely to survive and be carvied on with gver,
sutisfuelion,  There 18 no doubt that the
bigh price of wool is largely vosponsibli for
bringing about a high price for cotton, swhich
will enable those who have to grow i by
v hite labour to keep going, If by any chance
the price of wool should drop, there 1s no
doubt that people would go in more for
voollen goods than they do to-day, and we
have to face that possibility. Tt 1s interest
ing to know that the world's cottou crop is
worth nearls three times the output of the
three minerals—eopper, -ilver, and gold —and
from that fact we get some idea of the
wonderful prospects of the industey i the
Govermment. do not do anrything to vetard
s progress, bt eversthing to make it
renunerative,  1he wmount of iuterest s hich
has been Just in this industry sinee the
iutroduction of the anti-rutoon legislation is,
however, very noticeable. Personally, 1 have
advised the Farmiers to sticl (o coiton as a
orop and try to grow it as o side line,
beennse 1 believe that therd wie times when
other erops fnil, and colten being a o rvop
which can be grown withont mush rain, it
way bo a good stundby., In me area many
of the farmers would have-had lavge arcas
inder cotton if it had not Leon for the anti-
viatoon logislation, which compelled (hom to
desiror their plants after the Lest year. In
that way a dampor hus lbeen put on the
industry, Many of those peaple who were
growiig 5 to 10 acres are to-day se fed
up that they will not try it nny moro

The Secretary for Agriculture rold ns the
othor day (hat enly cighty-two farmers made
application for permission 1o be allowed to
Tkeep theiv ratoon erops, bot 1 would remind
him that a great number of fnrmers des royed
their ratoon crops, and that iz why an
apparcntly small number made applioation
to Le allowed to haevest it Tt is all very
well to eay that the farmoers do not take
el interest in raloon eotfon becnuse only
eighty-twa of them asked for permission
recently to harvest it,  The Minister must
vomember that the farmers had nor lon
previpusly been told that they wore debarrec
from growing it, and had been compelled
{o destroy huge aveas, which would hava
ceturned them many hundreds of pounds,

M. Logan.
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T know that man, people lost £200 1o
£300 Inst year through not being allowed
to harvest their ratoon gotton, If they had
been allowed to veceive dd. per for it,
they would have obtained £200 to £300.
To-tluy they are gelling no compensation,
Spme of the farmers were led by the inzpee-
tors to believe that compensation would be
fortlicoming, and of veeent date the inspee-
tors have %IHI'HS‘T(.‘(I cortain prowers merel)
for the purpose of frighrening others into
doing eertain things. That is very regref-
table, beeuuse the farmers concerned wore
men who eould ill afford to be harassed and
vompelled te do the things they had io do.
They did those things, and did them with-
out @ muriur, and 1t is veasmuble 1o com-
pensate them to some small degree.

This brings mo back o the gnestion of
cotton seed,  Aceording to the agrecment
between the DBritish-Australian Cotton  Asso-
ciation and the Government, the British-
Australian Cotton Association ave entitled to
all the eotton secd afrer supplying the needs
of the farmer. That was a very unwlee pro-
vision to make in the -agrecment, It is
well known that eotton seed i valuable as
focd fov stock. Last vear. Lecanse of deought
conditions, it was dillicalt for the farmer w
produce any cotton seed for feed purposes,
T had considerable difficultsy in geiting small
lots through Tor various farmers in omy dis
triet, but [ was sucecesfol in the long rum
It is vers depressing to note that the Beiti-
Austrabian Cotton Association can buy cotton
ped for £1 per ton. and. when the farmer
vants eed to feed his stock, he has 1o pay
£5 107 per ton to the State Proadure Agency,
The Covernment  shonld  compensate  the
farmers in some tangible way, and it 1= qnite
reasanable to snpply free seed this vear o
ithpse farmers who werve compellod 10 desiroy
thotr ratoon cotton plants. I iz rrus than
the cost of the sced is only one half-penn;
per Th: still that is somoething, and many
farmoers who have had no return for months
and mounths wanld be pleased o abtain their
sopid froe. 1 hone the Government wiil see
the wisdom of helping these farmers, wad will
eompensate them in some small way co thes
they cair keep an important industry  omng.

After listening ta the eloguens address b
the hon. member for Stanley 1t is difficuls
for one with les experience t speak on the
matter. 1 feel vory keenly on this impuortant
spricultural industey, in which 1 haye lud
same experience, and I hope the Government
will do all in their power to foster the indas-
try so that those concerned -will be jilaced
in a satifactory position, Not enly have
= to viow the industey feowr n natianal
standpaint, but we have to view it alsa from
the point of view of the individoals and,
unless the intercst of the individual who
srows this commodity ean be aroused and
stimulatod, then the industry will come fo an
end. T hope that this a vending legislation
will praduee the very bost resulrs for the
votton  industry.

Wr. WARREN (Mureembn): T also wish
to compliment the hon. membor for Staunley
on his very learned und instructive address,
T would like fo :ay before I preeecd that
T Lielieve the Minister hos scen the neeessily
far broadening the cotton legislation in the
infercsts of the growers. 1 hope that the
Lion. gentleman will profit by the experience
of hon. members on this side of the Mgnsa
whent the Bill 1 in Committee. It is a piiy,
and almost a disnster, that that experience
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was not profited by when the Bill went
‘through the House last session.

T quite agres that this iz not a pevsonal
watter with the Minister. T understand that
Lie took the advice of experis on the maiter,
but those experts had no data to work on,
They might have knewn something ashout
the cotton industry in other parts of the
world, but they certainly knew nothing of
the conditions wnder which cotton has ta
be grown in Cueensland.  Several foctors
ave to be taken into  eonsideration in
Queensland in the eultivation of cotton. The
hon. momber for Oxloy, in tho course of a
very  elogquent  speech during  the o bate.
tald us of the millions of acres of land which
were being brought under cofton in other
countries,  In every place that he moen-
tioned wages were cheap.  There wais 1ot
one dear-wage country mentioned by him:
and we are making a mistake if we think
we ean suceessfully boild up an indusiey in
Rueensland after stripping it threadbare, as
is propend under the rur | workers' log.

The hon. member for Rockhampton, whe
Tins given this subject intelligent conatdera-
tion, by interjection made veferomee to the
praposal that the growers hould take over
the plant of the DBritish-Auvstralinn Cotton
Growers' Association I am poing fo be
candid in wer opinion on this matter. 1 the
growers are going to be saddled with this
plant, they will have sueh a borden placed
on them that it will throw them further back
fhau they are foeday.  Anyone who adviscs
them 1o do so is only making their lof worse,
and making their chanhees oFlluilding up the
industre los: bright,

The Secrerany vor Aericverere: The idea
18ty take over the ginnerwes @y an
indepondent valuation.

WARRFEN: 1 understand that, 1
that the intevests of the growers
safeiavded  ws far as  possible,
Cetton production iz morve  prafitabie in
Ameriea than here, beeanse they work it
more offeetively.  They have see] suitable
fov the difforent lacalities in which eotton is
grown.  Heod is one of the most fmpostant
tactors in the production of cotton. One
of the mest imporiant men conneeted “cith
the British-Australian  Cotton  Association
informed mo that the cotton indpstry in
Oueensland was deomed becavro we did not
pa’ any attention 1o breeding seed, He said
we were hopeless. We krow that in 1581
soed whent tn Austealia was =0 run out thar
vou could find six diffevent  varvicoties op

My
hedieyve
will be

early and late rip ning vavioties o the one

paddock. We are practically in the same
position today with respoet to cotton ns we
were cith recard to wheat in 1881, I this
15 50, whut should our fivst business be?

Many prople claim  that Queonsiand  is
going to be a cotton-producing country, and
I quite agree with {hat to a gertain extent,
beeause cotton has been produced in Queens-
land with more or less suceess for nearly
sevenly vears. To make it o sueenss wo must
start on the very lowest vung of the ladder,
and wo must adopt right methods. At the
present fime, through the excessive price of
wao! and through the cotton reserves being
used up during the war, a high price for
cotton prevails, but the same thing may
happen to cotton that happened in copper.
The low priee is at present killing tho eopper
industry,

[8 OcrorEr.]
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Ar. Canter: Do you place copper beside
cotton ?

Mr. WARREN: No, but a low price for
cotton 15 going to face us again as sure as
the sun rises, so soon as the world's reserves
veach their normal figure. The bluck cotton-
growing countrios of the world will produce
cnormong  guantities of eotton,  Thourands
of acrers are beine cultivaterd in Egypr. and
the amount will be greatly increased on the
comipletion of the necessuyy irrigntion works.
An enormous ameunt of cotton is also being
grown in Mesopolamia where they have r:ht-u]?l
Tubonr. Of course, in Egypt Jand is mue
dearer than in other black eotton-growing
countries, and that must be taken into con-
sidevationy but in {hat conntry cotfon 1s
produced by labour for which they pay only
1=, a dar. Theee prople on lx, or five
piastros a day. have fo provide thomaelves
with food. Against thot we have to take
into consideration all our regulations govern-
ing wiges and eost of living. and we must
consider whether it is possible and right
to try and foree people to go in for ecotton-
growing in Queensland, Only a little over
a venr aza we had different sponkers throv-
ing out their chests and talking about eatton
values coming up fo our wool valnes, The
whole thing iz absolutely absurd, bocanse
we went on wrong lines altogether. If we
are going fo make our eatten industry equal
to our wonl industee. it will have ta be along
quite diffevent lines to those we have so
far followed, T belieye the Britizh-Australian
Untron Associntion did all they conld merely
to eateh oue idusicy, Thev induced us to
graw the particular colton they wanted. ‘and
endeavonind 1o make us working slaves
whn would follow their directions. Toertu-
natoly people with British ideas of justice
Ticked against (het. and the JMinisier in
Lis widom gave i to what was absalutely
a rvight proposition. T compliment the hon,
rentloman on seeing that he was going the
wrong wir and on effecting a change. y

{f we ave to do anything for eotton in
Guesnsiatdd, we have to start at bed-rock
and build up.  Some people—even farmers
who have grown rafoon eotfon—have been
told by imported experts that they ecannot
vrow vataon.  Cotran-growing has  been
going on in the Dalby clectorate for soine-
thing like fwenfy years. yef (hose peapla
destroyed il crops this year el =and,
“\We are npt going to grow collon ony more,
Liecuse we are not able to vatoon.!

These people have had o set-baek, and,
while we ave =a fae hohind in the selection
of seedd we are not going to maeke any pro
eross From my expericoee and from what
I have soen, T believe that ¢ ttom ean be
crown in Queensland sucees<fully 50 long 6=
cond prices are obiained uod providel gond
socd i+ cupplied.  The wheatgrowers did nat
a0 to the Goveernment far assistunce, althongh
T must say that in Queensland we have one
of the bost wheat hreeders in the world in
M, Sontter of Roma. e is doing wanderful
work in eonnection with the breeding  of
wheats, T the same results wore obfained in
vogurd to eolion, we vould have vo com-
Plainrs to make, In that svest the Gavern-
sment would be in o pesition 1o say o the
produeors s Heve is seed, I you ave will-
ing to work your land vou are eovtamn, if
o plant thei seed, of produving a decent
article."

Complaints have been made thai ratoon
cotton is not of even staple. I anme game to

Mr, Warren.]
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chance to breed in the cotton fields; also
sﬁrlying must be regularly done. Tuder
this system we find that the sécond and
third years' crops are generally a better

uality and more prolitic; also the plunts

themselyes  being  hardier are  more
disease-vesisting  and  of greater root
development.™
Mr. A. H. TFountsin, now of Fiji, also
remarks—

“ Finally, ol present were agreed that

given proper conditions, and their being
carried out, ratooning wis advisuble for
Australia. And it wos at the same time

agreod that expert evidence and experi-
ence proved that ratooning wounld be
futal to Egyptian and Indian cotton-
growing, owing mainly fo native pests
and diseases that would mot exist in
Australia or Porn unless fostered by
wilful neglect.”

Tt is a very good thing to have evidence
of that nature and eclass forthecoming, The
rogl fears of the Minister were evident]
not vegarding the staple but largely regard-
ing the posts that ratooning or cureless
cultivating might develop. think thore
iz evidenee, and  ao  abundanca of it
to prove that there is no such risk, and that
nnder eareful treatment pests ean be kept
down, Undonbiedly it is satisfoctory to
find—thongh it s late in the day and the
industry has received a cheek which is going
to take @ long time to overeome—that the
Minister has listened to good advice, and
lins been sufliciently courageous to minend the
Cotton Industr: Aet,  We still elaim that
this amending Bill doss not go far enough,
but it is an instalment, and o Further instal-
ment may be fortheoming st another period,

Oprostriox Mexepes: 1lear, hear !

Mr, CLAYTON (Wide Hay): With the
Latr, membor v ho Tis just cosumed hiv seat,
I alea congratulate the Minister npon biaving
sepn it to introduce legislntion to smend the
Cotton ITndustey Act.  Had the hon. gentle
wan listened to advice given by hon. jwenm-
Lers of the (fpposition lnst scssion, there
would have been no need foe the inteodie-
tion of this Bill, With the esceeption of one
or two hon. members, the Opposition advo-
cuted ratoon. 1 do not kmow wheth v the
Ministor now belicves in allowing eotton to
be ratooned. 1[I he does not, (& nist be
yather hard on him to have to inteoduce
legi-lation of this sort. With all due rcspect
{o the hon. Femlemau, 1 think that last
gpasion, when he was an opponent of vatoon,
he was acting on  adviee received from
expevts. I nnderstand that s the reason
for the hon gentleman’s ottitude on the
maotter. The Oppoition are defending ratoon
cotton on information derived from o praeti-
cal sonrer—from practienl growers, Tt is
onlv right that we should listen to the
yopresentations of the growers in connection
vith the amending of the Cotten Industry
Act,

Wi know that the growers havn been put
in considerable expense and inconvenience
to prove theiy ease. They have gove s far
as 1o send n representative OVETSeas 1 the
person of Mr. Daniel Jones, 1o gain infor-
mation as to whother ratoon cotton was of
commercial value or otherwise, and alsa to
ascertain whether theve was a marvkelt for
rateon ealton, I think Mr, Jones's mission
hae proved that there i+ a market for
thiz ecotton, and that it is in the intorests

[My. G. P. Barnes.
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of the growees that they should be allowed
to grow and harvest ratoon coiten, The
present  law provides that any person
harvesting ratoon cotton is breaking the law.
1t seems rather strange thut the men whe
defied the law were allowed to harvest their
crops, while others who obeyed it were
altowed to suffer. 1 trust that the Minister
iz not going to allow that sort of thicg to
prevail, and that even at this late stage he
will sea that the men who eradicated their
vatcou crops 1o comply with the law are
compensuted,  No compensation has  been
paid as vet. I have spoken before io con-
nection with this matter, and bhave given
instances where men have suffered very con-
siderably through the ersdication of pro-
mising ratoon croj 1 veiterate what I said,
and trust the Minister will give some con-
sideration to, and compensate these men for,
the action they took.

1 am not speaking on behalf of my party,
bt I am wvot one of those wha are
sufficiently _enthusinstic over ihe cotton
industry in Queenslund to say that it is poing
to reach enoemous dimensions,

I am inelined to think that, owing o the
Lettor eonditions in Queensland, we shall not
b in a position to compete with cheap-labour
countrics, 1 had a lomg interview guite
vecently with a represontative from lIndia,
wha dealt very fully with the labour con-
ditions over there. My discussion with him
wns of a very intevesting nature, and. after
listenivg to the remasks of o man who has
lad practical experience in other conntries.
it is impossible 10 come to any other con-
lusion than that we are going to have a
very  difficult tas<k to establish the cotton
industr,  in Queenslaud. 1 do not know
whether the Seeretary for Agriculiare thinks
thai a farmor in Queendland ean engage
solely in the prodoction of eotton, 1 am
inelined to think that he agrees with me that
votton-srowing will only be a sueeess in this
Sinte as aoside line.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
alvwavs advoested that,

Mr. CLAYTON: T think the hon gentle-
min formed that opinion on his practical
knowledge of the land. I vould like 1o quote
what the Premier, when discus-ing the settle.
ment of the Cpper Bornett lands. bad to
axy in orogard to eotion, as reported in the
* Daily Mail ™ of 25th May, 1925—

* Corrox Boo.

CWa oare quite sabisfied about cvotton.
Tiven this year, which has boen the driesy
for forty vears, and quite abnormal, our
farmers have harvested 40,000 acres of

I have

cotfon worth to them abouat  £450,000.
Aund we have gained wuch valuable
experieneo, For instance, wo  have

leprned that the men who sowed theis
soed early in Octabor, and eaught cven
only oeeasional thunderstorms.  secared
a profitable barvest, The amazing thing
abont cotion is that it will Five a satis-
factory yield on so very little rainfall,
It has been commaon this yvesr to see fair
orops of cotton taken in districts which
were ‘vnhrni;- without grass, and where
the live stock was almost starving. So
satisfied are our people about the indus-
try that this renr woe anticipate having
~ 260.000 acres under cotton.”
That is the estimute the T'remier formed in
May, 1923, but if he had estimated that we
would have about 26000 acres producing
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cotton inetead of 260,000 acres, he would have
been much nearer the mark. Wh n the Pre-
wier want: a little kudos he throws out his
thest, talks about the Burnert lands, si3s he
has room for 15,000 settlevs there, and that he
is going to settle men there fo grow cotton.
That is the sort of boom he puts up for
Opeensland, 1 only wish that it would
oventuate, because il would be o great thing
for Queenzland, You can see in ** Smith's
Weekly 7 where the hon. gentleman got on
to the cotton indusivy and made stareuents
which are not borne oui by fact in arder to
zain an entry imto Federal politios and make
a hit down in the Foderal arena.

"Hon. J. G. Apper,: That is very hard on
fiim.

Mr. CLAYTON: You cannot be oo hasd
ot some of them, We know that legislution
is to be brought forward to compel cotion
lields to be eleaned up by a cvrtain day cach
vear in order to prevent the spread of pests.
That is n move in ihe right direcrion,
boeanze it 1 necessary to deal with (hase
pesty, otherwise they will do serious harm
tn our cotton. In Queensland we are likely
1o suffer more from pests than in some
other places Deeanse we shall be puiting
large areas under cotton, and will not go
m for intense coltivation such as is the cass
vhere peaple hold much smaller areas. It
is enly right, therefore. that we should have
u period duving the year when we ean deal
with the ceadication of these pesta. Instead
of having a date fixod for the whole of
Queensland  when we wust cut our cofton
down, [ think it would be as well to take
into consideration the elimuiic condition and
allow different  distriets the langer fime
which is necessavy to harvest the erons  In
the Novith we may have an early rainfall,
and the elimatic conditions may be such that
the cotron will ratoon eavly and the harvest
be much earlior than in the South, where
pethups we may net have sueh carly rains.
IF the Minister can sen his way in Committoe
fo amend the Bill in that direction, it will
be in the intercet of the cotton-growers,

We have been working under proprictars
poneerns i ecounection with our ginneries,
but T would like to seo a co-operative s¥s
tem brought about so that the farmers can

own their own ginnerips, in the

[8.30 pom.] same way as the butter factorics

are to a preat extent owned by
the buatter preducers. The Government
should encoaurage the eotton growers in thai
dircetion. 1 know the Cowneil of Agricul-
ture hus taken the matrer up oin the intorests
of the mrewers; and, if this is brought
about, it will lie 1 move in the right diree-
tion.  No doubt it will mean a  little
expense on the part of the Government in
the first instance; but we should bring about
a system under which the suppliers of cotton
to the ginnerios would be inducod to take up
shaves. We eould deal with the matter as
they deal with butter factories in New
Zealand.  As a man inercases his praduction
of cotton feom one year to another, he might
b= compelled to take up a cortain number of
shures in the ginneries. When a numn s
enjoying a good harvest, and getting a goad
income from bis cotton praduction, be will
not be penalised by heing called upon to
devote part of his fmeame to building up a
larger capital in conneetion wiih I.Eu min-
nerics,  Wr may be able to go furthee. When
we have our farmers owning their co-opera-
tive gpinneries and building up the eapital in

[8 OcroBER.]

“himself in w very delieate position,  In
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connection with them, as they will be able
to do by adepting the method which ebtains
in New Zoaland in regard to butter fae-
tovies, we shall be able ta move in the
diroetion  of  manufacturing  our  gotton
inatead of sonding ik overseas to boa manu-
factured, as we have to do al present. [
look forward to the time when the con-
ditions in Quecnsland will be such that we
shall be able to turn our cotton inte the
finished article and provide sufficient cotton
fabrics for the requirements of the people of
Queenslnnd.  Cotton manufacturing may be
m its infancy at present, but we must look
forward to its development in  the near
futare.

It 15 unfortunate that the door was closed
so long in regard to the ratoon question, I
do not often congratulate the Minister, but
T must congratulate hime on giving way to
the pressure which has heen brought to %eur
through the orveranization of the cotton-
grovvers,  Men  like Captain Rhodes and
members of the Opposition have been able to
hring such pressure to bear thut at last the
srowers ure going to got a fair deal in con-
neetion with the cotton industry.

Opvosimion Memeeas: [lear, hear!

Mr. CLAYTON: T want tn go [urther.
We have the prospret of the Industrial
Arbitration Court award being extended Lo
the cotton industey. 1T we are going to
impose such conditions on the cotfon-growers
that they will not be able 10 make a living,
it will e deteimental not only to the future
producers of eotton but to those who are
emploved in the eotton fields at the present
time. Unless you are going to ensure to the
furmer o Faiv return for the cotton be pro-
duees, he is not eoing to be able o pay
labour.  We must look 10 the future and
comsidor whether the vorld’s markets are
likels {0 be such that we ean profitably
engane laheur for the production of our
eotton crop. T odo not think w2 are going
ta be in a pesition to emplor lubour in our
eotion fields unless the price semains as it
i= ut prosent, and, of eoorse, we cun get no
poarantee that the world's market will not
fall.

1 trwt that the Minister in Committee
will aeeept amendments from this side of
the Heonse,  If he had seen his way to accept
them in 1923, there would huve heen no nred
for 1he legislation with which we are now
dealing.

Hon. J. . APPEL (Afhert): This mnend-
ment of the Cotton Industry Act to a coo-
sidernbla extent veverses the policy of that
Act. 1 realise that the Minister mmst h{mc

o
first instance, there is no doubt thiat ihere
wie 0 reason Tor the provision in the prin-
¢ipal Act that only annnal cotten should be
gvown, and that any grower who ratooned
hie cotton committed an offenes. 1 have
been at paums to endeavour to arveive at the
reason for that provision. What is the
rearon for the demand which has arisen in
Queensland for eotton The history of cotton
frlls us that it has arisen breavse of the
Failure, owing to parasites, of the crup m
the United States of Amorica, where the
greater part of the cottou used for manufae-
taring purposes was grown.  Undoubtedly,
also the price of cotton has heen increased
L the high price of wool.  Australin has
a1 oppertunity now to establish herself as o
cotion-growing country.

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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such i pewsille? Let us rveali=o that there
i w larger number ef arcas in Queenslund
suitable for the eultivation of cotton than in
wny other State of the Commonwealth, but
{hat, owine fo weathor condifious, i & not
possible tn grow anrual eotton in some of
thuse areas. Lt our settlors know that it iz
mpos thle to grow annunl colton in certain
aress, amd let them nondertake that form
of agvieulture which will give thein = retun.
These wsre all wmatters schich must give
overy  hoa, member who has o bond  fide
intorst in the State much food for thonght,
H we are going to voro for the 131 beeause
we are sympathetie with the grovors, it is
Just as well befure we eat out votes to con-
zider tha pesition and decide whether, if we
mive a synipathy vote, it is going to enhana
the reputation of Queensland  goods and
asqist in the vstublishinent of Quecnslond as
« grower of first-elass cotton in the markets
of the warld, which, we nnderstand, ghe can
only be under certain delincd conditions.

Mr. TMDWARDS Xananga): 1 believe that
i this debate on the amendment of the
Cottom Industry Aet of 1923 this House has
witnessod  somothing  which has not been
pacilleled n pelitical history before, It was
mast strange that the Minister, wlhien moving
the Bill last session, was told definitely by
practienlly every hon, member on the Oppo-
sitton benches that he would have to make
ti:e alterntion which he i new making, The
arowers toak up the agitation in a very defi-
nite way, and now we have the Minister—
who 1 am sare long agoe decided that it was
neeessarr to alter the Aet but sill hung on
fo the ban on ratoon cotton—at last giving
wiy, Not that he did not know that he had
wade a mi tuke—bocause I am satisfied that
he did—but he stood =olid against the grawers
in Quecnslond simply beeauso the Oppasition
almost 1o a man pointed out then the Bill
wis going through the ouso last seesion
that he was making a mi=take,

The Becretary FoR AGRovtrure: That is
a vidiculons statement,

Mr. EDWARDS: He stood by s acgu-
ment when it was proved definitely that h
was wrong, and the vesult is that the cotton-
growers of Queensland are at a loss of many
thovsands of pounds over the matier. 1 am
suticfiod, and I am  quite =nre that the
Minister is satisficd, that a huge mistuke has
Leen made. Not only Las the Minister munde
# mistake, but the Premiee and the Govern-
ment, as well as Mr, Cromplon Waod and
My, Harold Parker, who visited Quevnalind
s members of the Cotton Dolegation, wlso
viade o omistake and veally did not know
what they were talking sbout, 1 wn eon-
vineed, and 1 hboliove the Minister is con-
vineed also, that tley were eonfusing rajoon
cofton with what is known in Amoeriea as
“holly  eatton.

The argunents that e nsed  against
ratoon cotton in Quecnslard v o really the
wroamonts that sre wsed in Amorien against
what s keovo ag “hally ' eotton.  Long
neo b wis proved by the fest oxpert we had
that ratwon cotten  could be grown  in
Queensland.  "This expert was appoiuted in
Amarvien by arrangemeont with My, Arm-
strong and Mr. Creaford Vaughan, ard
was taken to Great Britein, and atiended
n moeting ot which Mr. Crompton Woad and
Mr. ITureld Purvker w-re peesent, hut the
question of rataon coltan was never men-
tioned.  Unfortunately, that gentleman

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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arvived in Austvaha fonr or five days tom
liate to ecreeet Mr. Crompton Wood and
My Haovold Parker, nwd, unfortunitely, he
wits (o lute to corroct  the Quuonsland
Clov ynone in the  istake  they  woao
making, e avved in Quecnsiand too late
to pu ovent the arguments in eonneetion with
thir wroving of patdon cotron being  pmut
foryurd he the Gov vument, as the Govern-
ment. and the Seereiary for Apriculture in
partienlar, had made the definite anuounec-
ment that oo ratoon eofton > us to bo grown
in Queensland.  Tnimediately this gentl man
arvived in Queensland he told the Govern-
ment that they had made a buge blundey,
and he alsa told them that if ratoon eotton
could b suecessfully grown in Queensland
it would be of the greatest advuntage in
commoection ith the industey. [ am  ure
the Secretary for Agriculture will not deny
what [ have stated. IE my memory serves
mo aright, when this ratoon ecotton guestion
was bocoming o contentious matter. @
gentleman  arvived in Sydney, and imme-
diately on leoving the boat informed the
Press roporters that i the people in Aus-
tralia could wrow ratoon cotton suecessfully
it wonld be one of the rreatest advantages
they conld posibly obtain,

Tl SECHETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE:
suid that?

Mr. EDWARDS: Mr. Wells, T under-
stanel. My, Dowell—the  firet exvert T
veferred  to—on  coming  to Australia
attended a meeting which was held in Bris-
bane. and suid that Mr, Wells was quite
coreeet.  Me was taken to task. and told
that bhe must inform the favm s of Queons-

Whe

land that ther must pot under any con-
stdopations evary roafoon cobton,
The Secremany ror  Aowmevirvre: Who

took him to task?
Mr. EFDWARDS: Mr. Ceawford Vanghan.

The Hrererany ror Acricvirores That is
the first I have heard of if.
Me, BDWARDS: This gentloman iwas

then politely asked to ovt out ns an expert,
sn  far as the Beirish-Aunstralion  Cotton
Assgrigtion worre eoncerncd, and resign all
intorest in  ecnneetion  with  the cotton
indu 4rv of Queensland.  That  gentleman
how.d the Secvetars of Ageiculture. M,
Cromnpton  Wood, ‘and  Mr.  Crawford
Vaughan how entively wrong they were in
placing this lan on roteon eotton, e
proved to them that what the spinners of
(ireet Pritain were eoncorned about was
entton th t would not vipen as ordicary
eotton  shenld.  and  which i known 1o
Amerien as “holly ' eottan. 8o for ae 1
et leayn that is eaused in many differem
ways, It is cinsed by dronghits lote plant-
ing, and by ectting frosts Lefore the cotton
is vine,  Thase who have had  practiesl
pxperionen in the growing of colbm will
now that the same thing applies 1o almost
th> brst eotton fiolds in our Stato.  No
mauttar what quality eotton vou may have,
mr Diow goad it may be, von will always
fd # eovenin pereenfage that has to be
(Tisearded 15 net being of lirsi-class quality.
That is the cotton which ronfused the Go-
vormment and the British-Anstealinn Cotton
Assosigtion in connection with th  growing
of 1utoon enfion

Mr. Hartiey: No, it is not.

My, BDWARDS: T say without hesitation
thar, had the Opposition, with the practical
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experience that the members of the Country
party have in connection with Erimnry pro-
duetion, been in charge of the Troasury
benches when the Cotton Industry Bill was
going through, ther would not onlr have
established  the cotton industey, but they
would have saved the producers thousands
of pounds,

The Secrprary rog Agricurory:  When
vour purty wer in power thoy did nothing
for the primary indnstries.

Mre. EDWARDS: The interjection of ihe
Minister shows how hopelessl - he i. lacking
in argument. My party weee never in power
bafore,

The Sermrerary ror Acmiovitone: They
were in power for many ycars,

Mr. EDWARDS: There is no doubt that
upder the previous Government land settle-
mwent went shead af a far greater rate than
it 15 doing at the present time, and the
producers were mot in the bad fHuvancial
position they are in to-day,

Me. Cosreiro: He does not like that.

Mr, EDWARDS: The Minister wants to
take mwe off my line of argument, ws he
knows how trae it is. When the hon. genile-
man, with all the evidence before him, dis
covered that he had made a mistake, he
should have said, I made a mistake, and 1
am prepured to rectify it at once.” 1 would
have lf“"?" him credit for doing so. But
what did he say? He frst of nﬁ said that
the Government were going to stund solidly
by the Aet passed in 1923.  The hon. gentle-
main eanot deny that he mude that state-
wient many times in Queenslund.  After the
Govermnent had broken down in connection
with this question and decided to give way
and vemove the ban on ratoon, the Minister,
to let himself down lightly, brought the
Couneil of Agriculture into the matter, Tho
Council of Agricultnre had to appoint a
deputution to present the case to the Minis-
ter. When the deputation vaited on the
hon. genileman the first thing he said was
it wis a great pity that political bigots
had taken up the position they had.
4 '.'.'h(l' SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE:

varl

Mr. EDWARDS: The Sceretary for Agri-
caliure ays, “ Hear, hear ! " bhut 1 «ill tell
him what he said ta the deputation before
they went out of the reom. He said that,
i order not to waste his time and their time,
he might inform them that the Government
had decided to remove the ban on ratoon
cottan,  What about “ pelitical bigots” now ?
Did he da it for them® No, He had to do
it boecanse he was absolutely foreed to do
0 hy the estton-grower . who would have
goue out of the industry if he had not given
Wiy,

The SECRETARY fOR AGRICTLTURE: What
do you mwean by “ fareed ™ to do it?

Mr EDWARDS: The prowers of Central
Queensland,  through their  determination,
compellcd the Government to remove the
ban.  The ginneries of Queensland would
hinve been closed had the Minister not given
wno.,

The Seerstary von Agricvnrene: 1f you
had your war, ther would be elosed.

M. EDWARDE: T say without hesitation
that. if tha Minister had only dropped his
political bias and rakey notice of (he speeches
dolivesed when the Bill was going through

Heanr,
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in 1823, he would not have had to introduce
this amending Bill. 1 am sorry that the
Minister has come along with this milk-and-
Walcr measuare. I.Wal.l’l.' ] Am as surge as l
ari standing in the Chamber to-dey that the
Gevernmoent will have to lift the ban o
ratonn potton altagether.
Mr. Hapriky: Nonsense !

Mr. EDWARDS: 1 am convinced that no
other romark could be expected from the
hoa, member. If the Minister took a trip
into =ome of the couuniry districts and saw
hew the cotfon-growers were clt.-anix:]g‘ up
their cultivation paddocks, he would say
that it was necessary not only to allow the
growers to ratoon for one year but as long
as ther liked,

Tho SeengTany For toricrnrrne: Oune year
is all the farmers usked for.

My, EDWARDS : I say delinitel that the
furmers have asked for nothing of the sort,

[ am satishod that the Minister will
eventually haye to Iife the ratoon  ban
attogether. T hope that when the Bill goos

inte Committee  the hon, pgontleman  will
aceept an amendment to that offuet, beeiuse
by =0 doing am sute he will help the
cottou industry in Quecnslund.

The biggest argument that I can sec
against the growing of annunl cotton, apare
from the matter n? having the root svstam
of the ratoon plant ready to grow in the
early spring months, is the difficuity in rais-
ing plant cotton. T have had a wood dezl of
experience in this, and have had several
“raes ™ at it There is a ereat «difienlty
in many of our dry distriets in setting the
plant cotton aboveground. First of all, thers
15 the uneertainty of rain, 1 admit that we
have just had a season whereby, if secd had
been pot in early in the season, plant cofton
conld have been successfully raised. Wa
wust consider that in most of our districts
we need the whole of the season if we are
ta grow cotton successfully  Cotfon cannot
Do grows suceossfully after September if the
rains come as thoy did last season. That
brings us to the fact that we muost have the
planis readr for growing in the earle part
of Beptember. If we do that, we have
u big possibility of gerting not onlv one good
picking, but two or three good pickings.
That 15 a matter that deserves ine serious
consideration of the Minister.

The wmatter of grubs is another Factor
weding consideration. From my exporienen
of plant cotfori in its very cavlv stagos—
sometimes almost before 16 is through the
ground—T know that it is nttacked by a small
grul, and all the folinge ahove the spefage
15 cot off, On one oceasion, T had 4 weres
of ceiton cut off in thav fashion, and 1 do
not  believe T ¢onld have conuted  a
hundred plants on the whole ! ares. That
is another reason why the Minister should
allow ratgon cotion to be grown. not only
for one year, but for as many veais as at
pr-sibly can be grown suceessfully. if the
cetton  bushes ave pruned, the paddocks
decently eultivated, and the cotton picked
under similar conditions to those cmployed
in picking plant eofton. ratoon cotton s
preferable fram the point of view of quality
and from every other point of view. TIn
many instances last sonsou ratoon cotton was
preferable  to plane cotton.  That  was
admitted even by our experis.

Mr. Dasni: You have to ot a good
siriking plant before you get vatoon, have

yvou notf?
Mr. Edwards.}
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Mr. EDWARDS: I do not quite under-
tand the hon, member. 1 should like to
give him u lesson if he will come up to my
electorato. (Laughter.) My sympathy %aea
wut to those people who have suffered loss
through obuying the law in regard to rateon
cotton. 1 do not thivk we could find any-
where in history such a spectacle as wo
have before us this afternoon in_connection
with this amending Bill. The Government
therselves were the first to break the law
thoy passed in 1823, and those men who stood
salidly behind ilie law and were dotermined
that they would carvy it out regardless of
cost, are very big losers indeed.

The other day I mentioned the case of
Mr, MeConnell, of Marshlands. Mr.
McConnell made & special effort to prove
that cotton could be grown with success in
Queensland. On the frst oceasion he planted
1,000 acres of cotton, and lnst season Colonel
Lvans, who was up at Mr, McConnell's place,
snid he could see nothing wrong with the
ratoon cotton stonding in Mr, MoConnell's

addoek,  Tveryone in this Chaumber must

eplore the fact that Me. 2LeConnell had to
destroy that ratoon cotton. Beeause of the
leflalution pessed by this Government that
splendid pioneer in counection with cotfon
was forced to turn i stock into what would
have been a very profitablo crop,

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It saved
his stock from starvation during the drought.

Mr. EDWARDS: That shows show much
interest the Minister takes in this matier,
Mr., McConnell did not turn his stock into
that cotton until well into the speing after
the rains had como. He did not want the
cotton plant as fodder for his utock.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: A number
of farmers kept their stock alive during the
drought on the cotton plants,

Mr. EDWARDS: 1 do not know of nne
farmer who kept his stoel alive on the cotton
bushes, and it is time che Minister learned
a little bit about it

Mr. T. A. Coorer interjected,

Mr, EDWARDS: I do not want anything
from the circus clown of the Chamber,

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hon. member to withdraw that remark,

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I
withdraw.

The SPE.KER: 1 would ask the han,
member for Bremer 1o cense interjecting,

Mr. BEDWARDS: Those men who have
been  viotimicad  through keeping the law
chould be compens=ated. 1 do not know thut
compensation could be paid straight out,
hocunse 1 do not know bow it counld be
estimated ; but, if it is possible to give them
any preference in connection  with  the
ratooning of plants at the present growing
on their farms, then that prefercnee should
be given. When the Goveroment themselves
failed to keep the law they should give every
assistance possible w these growers who
obeyed the law. T am one of those who
believe that the Government will have to
lift the ban on ratoon cotton altogether. 1
do not think there is any need for it. If we
are going to pay experts, then it should be
the duty of those experts to go round amangst
the cotton growers in Queenslund and see that
eertain eondition. in vegard to cultivation are
earried out. They should not intoriere in
uny shape or form as to what crops shall he

[Mr. Edwards.
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grown or how they shall be grown so long
ns they are properly cultivated., I am one
of those who believe that there is a great
future in Quecnsland in cotton, if the indus-
try is established on proper lines and is not
interfered with by the Government. I do not
think the industry enn be suecessfully estab-
lished 1f it s intorfered with by the
Government in the way proposed in this
measure,

4.9 poe.|

I want_to su
the ginning o
Eas

a word in connection with
the cotton. 1 believe that
the time come when the growers of
cotton  in  Queensland should receive the
financial nssistance of the Government in
rogard to ginneries, 1 do not say they should
take over the present ginveries, use 1
believe they are over-capitalised. T think
that the growers would be well advised to
consider the possibility of building co-opera-
five ginneries, if they cannot get the present
mitimerie: at a resasonable rate, 1 believe
thar is cssential in the best interests of cotton-
growing in Queengland, beeause cotton is a
crep which will be lnrgely grown as a side
line,  Many of the mixed farmers in the
sorub areas of the Southern Burnett and
Dawson Valley and in many other districts
of Queenslund will grow 1t as a family
erap on an area of 10 or 15 acres each year.
That system should be encouraged, and
financial assistance given to cotton-growers
1o control the ginning of cotton. I think it
15 the duty of the Government to give every
g=sistaner possible to tho manufacture of
cotton goods in our own couniry. 1 notice
that in Amevica they are very jealous of
their position in connection with the manu-
facinve not only of cotton goods but of
evervthing elss, T have here a pamphiet
issucd by thn National City Baok of New
York which contains this statement—

“The eolton-goods manufactnrers and
the labour organisations of that indus-
try have ssked for an inerease of pro-
teetive duties to keep out foreign goods."

That shaws that they are alive to the impor-
tanee of the industries in their own eouniry.
1 am =suve that every hon, member »ill azver
with e that we shonld make u special effors
to see that az muech as possible of onr cottoan
and vnollen goods is manufactured in our
ayin State, Cotton-growing has come in af a
timo when thers 15 every possibilits of a
mariet being found for it for some time to
eorpe, 1 think we have heen fortusate in
that voeard.  The pamphlet 1 have just
nqueted from also states—

“The land planted to cofton this year
i= ps imutnd by the * Commercial and
Financial Chroniele’ at 41,018.000 acros,
which eompares with the Government
oztimate for 1823 of 38.709.000 acves. The
erop. hoveever. has a late start, which
works nagainst it in  varions wavys.
Opinion in the trade is that chances are
against  getting  over 12,000.000 bales,
which 15 less than the annual eonsump-
tion,  The carrv-over is so small that
this amount will afferd a scant supply.
The price is eloge to 30 cents per b, for
the July delivery, but 4 or & cents per Ib.
lews for the new erop deliveries.”

That proves that Americn hos only sufficient
cotton, for ils own consumption, and that we
have w very big nossibility in front of us
it the rcotton industry in Cueensland  is
handled in a right manncr, first of all by
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the noe: - ry facilities for the appren-
tiee to become prolicicnt in his teade;
al
b Unon  the appliestion of  the
ermploy v oor the apprentive for good
camse 2honn.”
It will be seon that it is necessavy to have
thosy  safeguards made applicnbin o all
forms of wpprenticeshin indentures, 10 the
vew elause were allowed ta remanin s it noy
stands, it would mean that an cmployer
would he eutitled to an apprentice, whether
he had the esnvenienees to train that appren-
rice or oot, ard would not be subject to the
eomditions of the indentures in relation to
the subjesi. he thould be taught. ‘There
woukd be no eontral over him with regard
to training the boy at the Technical
College in any  subjeets that might be
deemed neeessary.  That is the resson for
the addition to the clause that I propose.
1 ask leave to withdraw the ameudment
moved by the Attorney-Genernl with a view
to inserting before the word * Bvery ™ the
wortls—
“ Bubjoct to this Aet”
Amendmert (Mr, Malltiun), br leave, with-
drawn.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, W. Forran Smith, Mackuy): 1 heg to
move the following amendment to the new
clan-e ingerted to follow elause 25:—

“0On pave 11 at the beginning of the
new  elabse before the word * Byvery’
insert the words—

' Bubject to this At

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast @oowons ba): In the
fow minutes that 1 have had nn opportunity
of Jooking into the amendment it would
sppear all vinht. but there is just the possi-
Tality that we mav diseaover after we hove
looked further into it that it is not what we

esire.

Me Ghvswern: Iear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: 1Is the Minister prepared
to say that any tradesman earrying on a
trade or calling will be enablid under this
amendment to engage an apprentice?  IE
that i= the position. it will then rest
with the authorities set up under the
RBill to sav whether thar person s onrre-
ing out his oblizations faithfully in the
interosts of the apprentice. 1f the Ministoy
snswors my question in the affirmative, T
shull hove no objection to the amendment.
f the guetion as o whether an employer
cant take wn apprenties or not is left to some
board, then the position is not as we desire.
It was stated by hon, members on this side
of the Committer hoth on the second reading
and during the Commmittee stage of the Bill
that there wers a number of men, particu-
larly in the country, engaged in various
oecupations who were fully capable of tuking
an npprentice, and we want provision to be
made whereby such men rcan cnter into a
form of indenture with an apprentice.

The Serwerany ror Pusuic Works: If you
do not pot in the amendrwont that T suggest,
thiere will ba po obligation on the employer
to enfer inte any indenture whatever,

Mr. ROBERTS: As the law stande at
present, no matter how desivons that person
may be to impart his knowledge to a lad,
or how anxious the parents of the lad are
4o have him apprenticed to that person, he

[ITon. W, Forgan Smith.
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connot tuke on an apprentice. We desire
that every perion engaged in o trade or call-
ing who ean tuke an apprentice shall be
permitted to do so. "
The Skengrary ror Pravie Womss: It i
ditiealt 1o gt people tw take their guoia ol
apprentices new.  For esample, the how
member for Toowong has not any at all.

Mr. RODERYR: T do not know wheiher
T cited this vhen the Dill was in its swcond
vonding stage, but [ knov  theve are men
wha say—and they haye some justification—
{hai through want of interest on the pan
of some af the employecs, 'hey are not pre-
purcd 1o accept apprentices. They are
{sropured to have competent men and pav the
prozeribod wase.  Again, if the Arlatration
Court sward is made too high, if there 15
not woing to be some inducement for the
mnplover to take apprentices, he will net
o so.

The SecRer.RY ¥orR Pusuic Womks: Are
con grgong that an emplorer should have
one apprentice and ignore the am;rdqwhmh
preseribes the wage of the apprentice?

Mr. ROBERTS: No. . "
The Seorirary ror Puntic WORES : Then
what are you arguing?

Me. ROBERTS: A business man s
vaturally out to make his business pay. an
if he las to pay o competent man a high
wize end also has to pay to the apprentice
a vwage which is too high, he cannot afford
to allow the competont man to spend his
time teaining the apprentice. There is no
inducement for the employer to take on
apprentices, The emplo ey’ is not like the
Government when  they ron an  engorprise
and have the whole wealth of the Stape nt
their back. An employer must be in the
pusition to par his wages, ;

Phe Secrerary ror Pusiic Works: I admis
that vo one s in business for the good of
his health.

My. ROBERTS: That is so, and 1 take
it there must be some inducement fur the
cmplover to take on an apprentice. it
would be s very fing spirit, and some men
desire to do it to-day, to take en approaticrs
and train them for the good of the State,
Tut 2 business man musi show u profin. If
the wige of the apprentice is made too
ligh. there is rothing in it for the employer,

1 understand that if 4 man has employees,
he will probably  bo compelled 1o take
apprentices, whether he  desircs  them or
vot.  That will be most unfortunate, T n
mas is eunning w business and is cquite
prepared to pry the woges preseribed for
competent men rather than take ap;n’c‘nme :
L cheuld be allowed to do so.  However
{hat dee wot concern wio at the momentg
under this clause.

The Secnerany vom Prstie Worss: The
1 ~ndment that T propose makes the employ-
ment of apprentices subject t4 the other
provisions in the Bill.

Me. ROBERTS: If T wore working at a
trode. comld T take an apprentiee without
making applieation to some heard, raviderd
1 took the resporsibility of teaching that
vouth my trade? The board, of conrse,
«ould hnve the rvight of entev and of frating
the apprentice. ns is provided by the Bill.
Tf (hat is so, [ have no ebjectian.

The Swemeriny ror Puste Womks: No
ann dictates wlhiat apprentices you are ty tals
now.
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Mr. ROBERTS: The law at prescnt says
that a sumber of irades cannot have any
apprentices ai all.

. The Seemeraey rom Pusuie Work:: That
48 nonsense.

Mr. ROBERTS : Wlen the Bill wa- b fora
the Committer on previous veecasion, and
when diseussing the Istimates of the De-
partment of Public Warks, hon, meamber
of the COpposition pomted out thos ther
are some sixteen or seventeon indonstries in
which an employer eannot ander any eir-
cumstanees have an apprentice unless thees
15 jowrnevman working in the place as
well as the employer.

My. Hartoey: What trades ave they?

IIv. ROBERTS: There are a swmber of
lrades, one in partienlar that conies to v
mind 3= the saddiery trade,

The Seeperany For Trsric Wonrks: [Under
this Bill a saddler will have the rieht 1o
employ an apprentice,

Mr, ROBERTS: T was asked whoi rendes
they were. and T instanced the saddlery
trade.  The jewellery trade is anathi Thip
one 1 have experience of iz the saddievy
trade, “here a mastor caddler wanted ta take
on an apprentice, bhut he was not permitred
10 do o becanse nudor the Industriad Avhites
tion Aet the saddlers of Queensland hiad
ngrveed that, unless o master saddler wes
cmploving a journeryman, he could nor take
on an adsprentice.  If the Minisier jg poe-
pared to assure hon, moembers on this side
(hat thar person will have +hp vigly to
employ an apprentien under this Bill and e
nbject ta all the conditions thar rmnlovers
ure subjeet to under the Bill, we shall have
nothing further 1o say on the maiter,

My, MOORR (Aubigny): To my mind the
smendnent praposed be the Seerotury  for
Publis Works iz oxaetly the smme as that
oreviouslv peaposed by the Avorme -Gopernl.
excopt That the wording is a little diliveont,
T do not ser the objoct of nutting 1 thoe
words  Buhjeet to I'tha Aet. It wmies b
“r Bubject th thiz Act.” The s hole Bill deals
with apnrentices, and there is ng oreazion 1o
jnt in those words at (he beginning of this
Stansge,. Clanse 1 rends— =

“This  Act shall be eited as ¢ The
Apprenticeship Aet of 1924 aml shall be
tead as one with “ The Indpserial Arbi-
vention Aets, 1916 to 19237

As T oanderstand i1, the _rhitvation Court
will decide as to « hether an emplover ean
smploy an apprentice or not. or whether the
L'I_n]_lln_'(.-i' i= woing tn he under the old on-
ditions, and the conrt will decide how many
jnurnermen most be employed  befors an
apprentice ean be emiployved.  The amend-
ment moved hy the Opposition shen thie Gill
was going through Committee, and which
was arcepted by the Minister, ool av oy
from the Avbiteation Court the riglt to ay
bow muany journeymen shall be emplaved
befare an apprentice may be employed, and
it gave every employer the chanee 1o oniploy
an apprentiee even if he did not ennloy
aty  journoymen at all.  The amendment
movidl by the Atorney-Generul to malke it
subjost to the Arbitvation Court did awaw
with the whole object of the amcesadmenr
moverdd by the Opposition. atd which was
accepted by the Manister. The Ministor has
now withdrawn the amendmenr moved Dby
the Aitorney-Goneral. and wishes ty uhsti-
tute another which is exactls siuilor in

[8 Ocrosag,]
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cffoet although o little difforontly worded,
This Bill is for the purpose of wgnlating
apprentices, and the now clawe  inseried
aftor elause 25 on which this ametdment has
boen moved veads—

“ Tyery emplover shall be entitled to
priploy at least one approntics.’

Thoe very next clouse says—

“The Ilinister . . . mav  apnly
to the eourt fo make such investigatinn
aund ortder s may be decined noeessary
10 pr‘l’mit ar roguire any 11:\|]|]n‘\'0r o
employ such further number of appren-
tiees ns may be divected,”

That make it perfeeily clear.  Now the
Alinister wants to pat in the words = Subject
100 this Aei”

The Becrrrary for Prsnre Worss: In
crder to make it cleay that it is ™ Subject
to this Aer”

Mr. MOORE: It make. it subject to the
Jebitration Court rather then * Subject to
this Act.”

The Recmerary ror Prsue Works: OF
vaurse in rogarvd to bours of vork and wages
apprentices awill be subject to the awards af
the Arbitration Court.  Is that what you
abject 1a¥

Mre. MOORT: I am not objecting to that.
I am objeeting to waking the unmber of
apprentices wha  hall be emiployed in any
frile dependent on the number of journey-
moen, which v ould male this elause inopera-
five.  Siuee this elanse went through and
the suggestion to Jltor it was made, I have
had sixtz or sevenis lofters asking me to da
everythine T eould to sce {hat the elause
went through in the wvay in which it was
acvopted by the Minister. 1 was what many
[-lwplr: had been logking for—people who
wmd  been endeavouring to get their boys
apprenticed  to one-man  shups. and  whao
dasired the matier 1o be left in that position,

The Srerrranry ror Pustie Wonrss : You say
vou have receivod sixty or sevonty letfers?
Me. MOODT: Yes: I have five lotters
from men emoloved in the Tonwoomba rail-
way distriet who were parriculavly interested
in the maner, The first thing T was asked
when T went home at the weeckend -vas
“Did that elause about the number of
apprentices go theough? ™ They were watch-
ing the matter intontly. because i waz a vital
questinn and one in whish they were deeply
interpstod. It seems 1o me that the Minister
iendeavaaring to secure what the Attorney-
General moved for, but in another way.
lenow that pressure by one or two
[6 pom.] organisations has been brought
to bear, in order that this clause
should nof be allowed to go through in the
way in which it wag aceepted by the Minis
ter. We heard hon. members opposite object-
ing to the clause poing through in that form,
bieguge it wa' said it would be Lreaking
agreements that were alveadr enterved intfo.
I think the clause is perfectly clear as it ds.
It is in this Bill, and, being in the Bill, it
must be “ Subject to the conditions of this
Aet.” The board which is to be appointed
must have jurisdietion fo =ce whoether an
employer is training his apprentice  pro-
perly and whether he has the proper
machiner: for that purpose, T 1hink the clause
is effective without putting in the addi-
tional words desired by the Minister, T win
afraid the extra four words are poing to
destroy the object we had in view in moving

My. Moore.]
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the naw elause, whieh [ was glad the Mimster
accepted, Tt is not a question of tho
Minister's personal opinion, but of outside
pressura from organisations,

The Secrerary ror Prsuic Wonks: What
outside pressure could there be when 1 was
at my own home ?

My, MOORI:
orEanisntions
going through.

The Seererany vor Pratic Works: Do yon
think no ane has any right to write to mne?

Mr. MOORE : Not at all.

The SecrsTARY ror Preuc Works: You
sty you got sixty or seventv letters, 1
raceived no lotters in connection with this
matter,

Mr. MOORY : 1 received two letters from
orgunisations in Brisbane whieh stated that
they had communicated with the Beeretary
for Public Works.

The Secrerary ror Prsuie Womss: I
received none whatover,

Mr, MOORE: T suppose your Under Seere-
tary opened them.

The Secaerany ror Prsue Wonks: No. 1
told you definitely that I had no letters from
anrone at all about this clause.

Mr. MOORE: They notified me that they
were communicating with the hon, gentleman
about the matter.

The Seceerary ror Prauc Womks: They
may say anything to you.

Mr. MOORE: They objected to the elause
oing through as it was, and thought it still
should be subject to the Arbitration Court,

The Srcrerary ror Pusuie Wonks: Did
tho letters say that?

Mr, MOORE : I say that. The twe lotters
1 got from organisations outside expressed
definite opinions with regard to the number
of apprentices and journermen which should
be allowed, and stated that, if this olause
went through as it was. it would operate
harshly, and that they did not want to sen
it go through.

We wanted to establish the right of the
individual employer ta employ an appren-
tice, I am afraid that that privilege is zoing
to be jeopardised by the words whicﬁ the
Minister seeks to insert, The Minister was
very indefinite when he was bringing in this
amendment. From my point of view it is
ugeless 1o put these four words in if it is only
for the particular purpose the hon. gentle-
man mentioned, I the amendment is made,
the apprentices employed under the clause
must come under other provisions of the
Bill. The board will have complete jnris-
diction without the words desired by the
Minister being put in. If it is necessary to
put those words in this clause, it is necessary
to put them in other clauses. The principle
which was established giving tho right to an
ermplover to fake an apprentier, is going 1o be
jeopardised by the four words tho Mimister
wishes 1o nnt in. T wounld like a legal opinion
on the point or a definite assurance from the
Ministar.

Me, ITIXNG (Togan)y T agroo with the
loader  of the Opposition  regarding  the
meanint of the amendment. 1 think the
woids ©* Bubj ot to this Aet " are surplusage.

The Srcrerany For Posuie Works : Are you
givine a legal apinion or 8 politieal opinion?

[Mr. Maore.
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Mr. KING: Bath. (Laughter.)
The Secrerary ror Proce Works:
often o not mix. (Laughter.)

My, WING: The Minister in explaining
the amendment said that its ebject was
tin secure the due obe rvanee of clause 23,
which foal with muatual duties of employer
tead apyaentioe, and  for the purpose of
corrving nut the provisions of clanse 17,
which relates to indentures of apprentice-
ship. I want to know whether those two
matrers are the only ones which induced the
Minister to move this amendment. [ think
ther  is sometling else behind the whole
l‘ill‘ﬂ!’_"_
Owvositios Meuness : Hear, boar!

The Secremaay ror Puaric Worpks: There
may be something else behind the enposi-
tion to it

My, KING: Oli, na! T am just debating
the matrer a it appones to o, without nny
wltovioy wative, T hnve o speeial interest
in it.  What other Aet ean an apnrention he
hound by than this? None, Therefore T
sy thot the words *f Bubjeet to this Aet™
arn :ﬂir])'.ll--nr:(',

The Seenerany ror Penize Wonks: They
ure not.

Me. KIN(G: No apprentics cin he
enenzod exeopt vnder the provisions of this
niopsure, s what is the wse of putting in
those words?

The Scrrerary ron Posae Womrss: A
pharuniatical apprentice come under the
provisiens of the Phormacy Act. and there
are also appremices under the Railway Act,

Mr., RING: 1 am only soeaking of
apprenticss governed by this Bill, and this
particular clans. ean deal onl; with thom.
What is the use of having the wowrds when
the Act cannot apply to anybody else but the
apprenfices engaged under it7 I want to
find out the ohjeet of the amendmont.

The Szererany vor Posnie Woeks: Wore
vou not in the Chamber when _poke. and
did yon unt hear what I said?

Mr. KING: Yes: but there was nothing
deficite in what tha hom. gentleman said.
Therr must ho something else. and T would
like 1o fir 1 out what it is, 1T the Minister
knovs, he can tell us,  Anvhow. his argy-
ment abont these words falls to the sround,
heoeanse this Bill applies only {0 eertain
classes of apprentices, and the apprentices
to wham it dops apply can be enzaged
under no other Act

Alr, HARTLEY (Fitroy): T am aofraid
the Oplosition are frightened at o shadow.
If the Bl wot throngh with the new
clanse nz i; stands at present—

“ Every employer shall be_entitled to
employ at lea t one apprenties,”

it could Le rvepdily. argn  thar the clause
gave to every employer the right to n‘mnl_uf-'
ut least eme apprentiee, and to emplor him
withont an- conditions at all,

My, Kmxs: N,

Alv. TARTLEY : TE the clause is allowed
to =tand withont the amendment it will give
the emplover the vight to cmplay an appren-
tiee withant any restrictions, and without
anv oonditions as to the teaining of the
apprentice, as to the age at which he shall
commenee of coase his apprentice hip, and,
what is wore, he enn employ the apprentice

They
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Mr. MAXWELL: The one-man shop will
not have power under the amendment to
employ an apprentice because of the condi-
tions which are laid down by the Court of
Ludusteinl  Arbitration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(ITon, W. Forgan Smith, Maekey): 1t is
quite intevesting to find hon. membors of the

pposition geiting up and professing their
Lelief in this Bill and their belief in this und
that thing rclating to appronticeship, On
one ocension the hop. member for Toowong
stated that he was in favour of rendering
apprenticeship compulsory, yet in his own
firm for many years he did pot employ anr
apprentices at all.

Mr. Maxwert: I have told you the reason
why,

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC WORKS:
Boeguse apprenticeship was vot compulsory
there was no indenturing or anvibing olse,
The point was raised by the hon, member for
Logan that this amendrent is unnecessary,
and the point has heen further vuised that,
becuusa this Bill is to be read as ane with
the Industrial Arbiteation Aet, covtain yesults
will neerne fram  the amendment  being
curried, Hon. members opposite know per-
feetly well that is not correc*,  Where this
Bill might elnsh in asy way with an indus-
trinl award that industrial awnrd must be
brought into conformity with this Bill.

Mr. Kegkn: Will you put that into the Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

Where any individual award diffors from
this Bill, then the award must be brought
into conformity with this Bill dealing with
apprentices,  If we «id not substiture the
amendment T propose for the present veading
af tho clouse it would mean wvxactly what
the hon, member for Fiteroy said, A boy
might be engamed by an employor aml he
would not be subject to any award of the
court relating to wames or hones, e waould
not be subject to the clauses relating 1o
indenture, to the provision for anending a
technical college, and the various other pra-
visions stipulated in the Bill as being rssen-
tial in conneetion with apprenticeship con-
ditions. One hon. member got up with all
the air of having discovered something abso.
lutely new. and said, ** Why do you not put
there words in every elause in the Bll{”
As nomatter of fact on the apposito page in
clause 24 dealing with technicnl classes, sub-
clansa (6) reads—

“(8) Subject to this Act, svery appren-
tice attending o technical college ov other
nreseribed classes . ¥ o

and 5o on throughont the Bill, It was rather
interesting to find the hon. member for
Logan, when I asked him whether he was
giving his lagal or political opinion, state
that it waz a mixtare of both.

Mr. King: That is so.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Personally, I would not like to have to pay
for that apinion as a logal opinion,

OvposiTION intorjoclions,
The CHAIRMAN : Order!

The SECRETARY FOR PURBRLIC \WORKS:
If we did not put this amendment in the
Bill, the position would be entirely as I
stated when moving the amendment, and as
slated by the hon. member for Titzroy, It

[Mr. Marwell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Q uestions.

would Dbe argned by cmployers that they
could have at least ong apprentice withoo:
Leing subjeet to the conditions of the Appren-
ticeship Act, The Solicitor-General is at
iuast as eapable a legal lumivary as the
hon, member for Logon, and. without Leing
utikind to the hon. member, T would aceept
the opinion of the Solicitor-General in pre-
fevence to that of the hon. member.  This
amendment is the result of his opinion, and
it places beyand all shadow of doubt that the
cmployment of all forms ol apprenticos shall
be subject to the conditious laid out in the
Alfpl-qnticmhip Bill. 1t does not tuterfere at
all with thoe meaning of the clause. whicn
gives an employer the right to employ an
upprentice so long as he is subject to the
conditions of the Act. Apprentices thav be
wngaged under various Acts, but, it an
upprentice in any trade declared to be a
skilled trade under this Bill is 1o be engaged
when this amendment is earvied, he can ouly
taetuugagod subject to the Apprenticeshin
Act.

Oprosifion interjections,
The House resumed.
The Craraan reported progress,

The further consideration of the Bill in
Committee was made an Order of the Day
[or to-morraw.

The Mouwe adjourned at 5.30 p.an.





