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TUESDAY, 7 OCTOBER, 1824

The Spcaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

SOUTH BRISBANE-KYOGLE-GRAFTON
RAILWAY AGREEMENT BILL.
‘ ASSENT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from
His Excellency the Governor of a message
conveying Ilis Hxcellency’s assent to this
Bill.

QUESTIONS.
SAvING 70 RAmLway DEPARTHENT FROM USE OF
CoaL FROM Bowex State COALMINE.
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Sceretary
for Railwars—

“1. What was the cost of coal to the
Railway Department at Bowen and
Townsville before the building of the
Bowen Coalfields Railway?

2. What has been the saving to the
Railway Department on coal used from
the Bowen State Coalmine since the
opening of the Bowen Coalfields Rail-

51

way

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

““1. 42s. 3d. per ton to Dowen; 39s. 3d.
per ton to Townsville.

2. £89.923 to end of September, 1924,
The price paid at presont for unscreened
coal at Collinsville State Aine is 16s.
per ton. Allowing ‘freight at d. per ton
per mile, the price at ']o“nax ille would
be 22<. 10d. per ton, approximately, and
at Bowen 18s. 3d. per ton, approxi-
mately.”

COXTROL OF QUERNSLAND AnBULANCE TrANS-
FORT BRIGADES.

Myr. DEACON (Cunningbam), for Mr.
COSTELLO (Carnarvon), asked the Home
Secretary—

1. Is it intended to place the Queens-
tand  Ambulance Transport Brigades
under the control of Hospitals Boards
where constituted ?

‘2. Does he consider surh action would
be in accord with public opinion on this
matter?

“3. If the action indicated is not
inte 1(]0(1 will be endeavour to introduce
lr\gls]at;on this session te incorporate the
Queensland Ambulance Tran<port Brigade
as a separate body?”

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbine) replied—
1. Kach case will be considered on its
mierits,”
“2. Bee answer to No. 1.
3. No.”

Mzx ExcACED ON WINDERA BR4NCH RAILWAY.
Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango) asked the
Secretary for Railways—
“1. How many men are at present
enéaged on the construction of the Win-
dera Branch line?
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“2. Is he aware, as stated in to-day’s
press, that grave discontent exists owing
to the system of selecting labour for
work on this line in Brisbane while
local men who, in many instances, have
been waiting for many weeks for employ-
ment on this work are being passed
over?

“3. Does he sanction this method of
employing men from Brisbane while local
men are being left unemployed?

“4, When will this line be open for

traffic 77
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, J. Larcombe, K¢ ppel) rveplicd—
1, 135,
“2, No.

“3 See answer to No. 2.

‘4. 1t is anticipated the line will be
opened for traffic abeut the end of
December.”

AeN Exeacep oN Rainway COXSTRUCTION
Worxk, 30rH Sepremper, 1923, To 30rmH
SEPTEMBER, 1924.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango)
Secretary for Railways—
“Ilow many men were engaged on
railway construction work on 30th Sep-
tember, 1923, 3lst December, 1923, 31lst
March, 1924, 30th June, 1924, and 30th
September, 192477

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
“30th September, 1823, 3,479; 3lst
December, 1823, 3,120; 3lst March, 1924,
2,468; 30th June, 1924, 2,598; 30th Sep-
tember, 1924, 1,813.”

asked the

STATE STALLIOXS, AND RESIGNATION OF MEMBER
OF STALLIONS BoARD.

Mr. EDWARDS (Vanango) asked the
Sceretary for Agriculture—
“1. Is it the intention to send the

State stallions to the same districts as
last season?
€2, If not, why is this not being done?
“3. Is it a fact that members of the
Stallions Board recently resigned; and,
if so, how many?
“4, What was
resignations ?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1. No, excepting in relation to two
districts.

2. The stallions were purchased to
help in the improvement of the draught
stock in the State as a whole, and were
not bought for service in particular dis-
tricts.

“3. One member only resigned.

“ 4, He resigned because he disagreed
with a decision in relation to the alloca-
tion of the stallions.”

the reason for such

Texpers roR THIRTY Locomorive ENGINES—
Estivates, Hours, anp Wacrs.
Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) asked
the Secretary for Railways—
“1. Re tender for thirty engines, was
a price quoted or estimated by the Rail-
way Workshops, Ipswich; if so, what
was such price or estimate?
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“ 2. What are the hours provided and
rate of wages under our Queensland
Arbitration awards for employees in
work of engine construction?

“3, What are the hours worked and
rates of wages paid for similar work at
the Clvde ZEngineering Works, New
South Wales ?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
¢ The information is being obtained.”

ReporT oF RovaL COMMISIION ON PUBLIC
WoRKS ON PROPOSED REDCLIFFE RAILWAY.

Mr. Warten (Murrumbea), without notice,
sslked the hon. member for Mitchell, as
Chairman of the Royal Commission on
Public Works—

“1, What is the preseut position in
respect of the expected report of the
Commission on the proposed Redcliffe-
Railway ?

“ 2. Is it the intention of the Commis-
sion to finalise this report at an early
date?

“ 3. If not, will be explain why the
report is not being finalised ?”

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) replied: The
answers to the hon. member’s questions

1, 2, 3 are—

“The Public Works Commission are
not prepared to finalise their report on
the necossity or otherwise of giving
railway facilities to Redcliffe, until a
proper survey be made enabling the cost
to be given of bridging the mouth of
the Pine River and Hayes’ Inlet.”

ALLOWANCE FOR TRAVELLING KXPEXNSES PAID TO
Hox. W. H. BARNES WHILE ACTING AS A
MiNisTER OF THE CROWN.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toeowony), without
notice, asked the hon. member for Wynnum-—
“Will the hon. member furnish par-
ticulars of the amount obtained by him
from the Government for expenses while
acting as a Minister of the Crown?”
Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum) replied—
T will answer the question by stating
that while acting as Secretary for Public
Instruction, Acting Premier, Secrelary
for Public Works .and Treasurer, the

following amounts were received by
me;—
Education Department— £ s d
During the years 1908-09,
1910-11 ... 10517 10
Acting Premier—
During the years 1913-14... 218 2 4
Public Works—
During the years 1809-10,
1914 ... 21612 11
Treasurer—
During the years 1910-11,
1914-15 .. 249 6 O
In addition to the above
departments the amount of
30 9s. was paid for
stearer fares, making a
total of ... 810 81
from which, however, there
should be deducted ex-
penses of private secrefary
and attendant . .. BT &
malking a total of ... ..B752 17 4

for a period of six years.”
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LCoNTRACT OF CLYDE ENGINEERING COMPANY TOR
SupPLY OF RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowang), without
notice, asked the Secretary for Railways—
“ Have the Clyde Tnginecring Com-
pany expressed a wish to be relieved of
their contrach for the supply of thirty

locomotives to the Railway Depart-
ment ?”’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

(tlon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“I have nothing to add to the press
statement I mude yesterdawr to the effect
that the company are not keenly anxious
to go on with the contract. The matter
has not yet been finalised.”

PAPERS.
The fcllowing paper: were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed : —
Twenty-ninth  Report of the Auditor-
General under the Suprcme Court
Funds Aet of 1895,
Second Arnual Report of the Commis-
sioner of Irrigation and Water
Supply.

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.
INITIATION.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

L'hillagoe): 1 beg to move—
¢ That the House will, at itz next
sifting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Public Service Act of 1922 in certain
particulars.”

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
ResvnprioNn oF CoMMITres.
RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTRELRS
iMr. Pollock, G'rigory) presented the re-olu.
tions reported from Committec of Supply on
tho 3rd instant.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. . Theodore,
Chillago=): I beg to move—
““That the resolutions be now re-

ceived.”
Question put and passed.

ADOPTION O RESOLUTIONS.
The resolutions being taken as read,

3 ,’Ijhe TREASURER (Hon. E. (. Theodore,

Tlillagoe): 1 beg to move—

) ‘:yThat the resolutions be now agreed

0.
And hon. members indicating a desive to

discuss resolutions 3, 4, 14, 17, 29, 34, 36, 45,

élg, 53, 66, 68, 70, 72, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, and
Resolutions 1 and 2 agreed to.

Resolution

33— Executive
tive'—

and Legisla-
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Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I want to call
attention to the fact of the Premier not
allowing the motion of which I gave notice
on Friday to allow three extra days to
discuss the FEstimates to go as a formal
motion so as to give hon. members an oppor-
tunity to discuss the Kstimates fully.

he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: Why did
you not give notice of rour motiion earlier?

Mr. MOORE: I did not have sufficient
time. I thought the Premier would give
sufici~nt time to allow hon. members to
conzider the Iistimates adequateiy. When
the Standing Orders were framed there was
not nearly so much busincss to be con-
sidered on the Estimates as there is at the
present time. We did not have the enormous
expenditure then that is going on now. It
is cortainly necessary that hen. members
should b» given an opportunity to discuss
the Estimates when there i such a large
amount of cxpenditure to consider.

The Srcrerary ror Pusuic Laxps: You
spent three or four davs talking about the
exclusion of war from the school bocks.

Mr. MOORE: Tt is not for the Secrctary
for Public Lands to dictate 10 hon. members
as to what they should talk about.

OvrosimyoNn MeMBERS : Ilcar, hear!

Mr. MOORE: They have every right to
discuss matters which they consider of some
importance to the country. The hon. gentle-
man might just as well correct hon. members
sitting on his side, as they took an active
part in that debate.

3r. F. A. CooreR: They had every right
to do so.
The SECRETARY FOR PUusLic I.axDS: They

had to reply to the silly arguments raised
on your side.

Mr. MOORE: It was not necessary for
hon. members opposite to rteply to the
specches of hon. members on this side, There
was any amount of criticism of the Govern-
ment, and some hon. members opposite were
more severe in that criticism than hon,
membrrs on this side.

The Secrerary vor PusLic Lanps: Vet
rou want us to give more timeo.

Mr. MOORE: It is impossible in the time
allotted to give sufficient consideration to
the various items of cxpenditure provided
for. The Estimaiss provide for the expendi
ture of about £25,000,000, and there is about
£11,000,000 that has not been discussed.

~ The PremmR: No other Parliament in the
British Empire devotes as much time to the
' np : ;
consideration of Estimates as we do in
Que-nsland,
Mr. MOORE: Possibly no other Parlia-
ment requires the same amount of di<cussion.
OprrosITION BEMBERS :

GOVERNMENT NI EVBERS :

Hear, hear!

Oh'!

Mr. MOORE: They possibly do not have
the same amount of wasteful expenditure.
Is is _only reasonable that the Opposition
should be given full opportunity to discuss
the amount of money that is going to be
expended during the coming year.

The SECRETARY FOR PrUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Remember the time when you could not be

Mr. Moore.;
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heard inside th: Chamber and carried on
the discussion outside. Why not do that
now ?

My, MOORE: I gave notice for Friday,
under the provision of the Standing Orders,
to allow this Chamber three extra days in
which to discuss the Estimates. It is necos-
sary that th: amount of money to be spent
and the manncr in which the Government
propose spending it on the Trust and Special
Funds and the Loan Fund Hstimates—it
is necessary that they should be fully dis-
cussed, and the Premicr would be wise in
allowing Parliament the fullest discussion on
this very important questicn. The amount

of money to be expended is large. The
report of the  Auditor-Goneral was only
tabled on the lazt das that the Estimates

were considered. If Bills had been introduesd
at various pericds beforchand, to permit the
report of the Auditor-General to be tabled
before the discussion of the Estimates was
almost finished, the position would be
different. Unfortunat:ly that course was not
followed, and the information that hon. mem-
bers were looking for for some consziderable
time only arrived on the last day which was
allowed for consideration of the Estimates,
and we could not use much of the information
contained in that report. In view of that
fact, it is only fair that a sufficient further
time should be given to this House to go
fully into the question of the expenditure of
this money. We want to obviate as far as
possible the occurrence of the amount of
unforeseen expenditure that occurred last
year. I regret that, although ample time was
available before the hot weather st in, the
Premier did not see fit to allow my motion
for the three extra days’ discussion on the
Estimat:s to go through as formal.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): I.am
pleased that the leader of the Opposition
has drawn attention to this matter, because
I think it is something that should be venti-
lated. The Standing Orders set forth the
fact that the Committes have a certain period
in which to discuss the ¥stimates, and i
scems an absolute lack of fairness on the part
of the Opposition that they are not keen
enough to allocate the time they have to
expend so that they may discuss the whole
of the Estimates placed before the Commit-
tee. Hon. members on this side of the House
are just as keen to discuss those votes as are
hen. members of the Opposition, but it is
a notable fact that hon. members opposite
continue useless discussions, thereby absorb-
ing time that could be used to the advantage
of the Committee generally,

I am somewhat astonished at their lack of
foresight. If it were competent for me to
do so, I should move that the vots be
increasod by £1 as an exprewsion of our
derision of the tactics of the Opposition.
1 regret that I cannot do so, because, if
T could, T hove ne doubt the House would
severely consure the Opposition. They have
full opportunity to plan their campaign;
they meet in caucus and have conferences
with the Country party; they ave kept in
order by their “ whip,” and I ¢2nnot see why
they could not have thought of this matter
before the fifteenth day on the Estimates,
The matter should have Leen arranged long
before the dizsussion on the Estimates started.
The Oppeorition would then have spent an
allctted time on each vote and would not

e Moore,
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have prepared a lot of useless matter that
they could not wuse. Apart from the fact
that hon. members oppoxite have wasted
their own time, they have also wasted the
time of the Committee in order to have
certain matters placed in “ Iansard.”

Mr. Epwarps: Did not the hon. member
waste time three vears ago in asking for
a commission of inquiry into the Ipswich
ratlway workshops?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: That is all right.
The hon. member is wastit:g his time. The
hon. member’s time could be better spent in
cleaning his own farin, which I understand
needs cleaning., Ilowever, we shall not dis-
cuss that.

Mr. EDWarDS:
the matter you set out to clean up.
proved yourself a ¢ dud.”

My, F. A. COOPER: I fcel very deeply
the want of tactics on the part of the Oppo-
sition, and I regret very much that the
leader of the Opposition so lacked a scnse
of fairness that he omitted to bring this
matter forward until the fifteenth day. Had
the hon. member thought of it on the fifth
day, something might have been done, and
I have no doubt hon. members on this side
would have helped to get the extra days
this session. I do not say they would do it
again, because, although the Opposition are
so lacking in tactics, it is hardly likely that
we should come to their assistarce again.
It is to be deeply regretted that the hon.
member did not thirk of this matter before-
hand so that we might have had an oppor-
tunits of discussing all the votes, which we
desired just as much as hon. members of the
Opposition.

Mr. KERR (noggrra): 1 also regret very
much that the Premier has not scen fit to
accept the motion placed on the business
paper by the leader of the Opposition. This
session has been an extraordinary one in
that cach of the departments was in such
a state of chaos that it was necessary for
the Opposition t5 tackle cach vote indi-
viduallv. Apart from that state of affairs,
we also had some huge financial dealings
to discuss on the varicus votes as we went
through the Estimates.  Undoubtlly this
scssion has been extracrdinary in that regard.
The hon. member for Bremsr must share,
with his party, a good deal of the blame.

The SPEAKER: Order! I desire to point
out that the muatier the hon. member is
discussing has been disposed of, While a
reference to the subject might be in order,
I cannot permit a discussion.

Mr. KERR: I regret that the Premier
cannot see fit to provide an opportunity to
discuss some of thesa large votss. Hon.
members of the Opposition set out to reach
the Trust and Special Funds, amounting to
over £5,000,000, and the Premicr unfor-
tunately has witheld his permission to deal
with those votes.

The SPEAKER : Ovder!
is not in order.

Mr. SWAYNE (Wirani): Apparently the
position in this Parliarnent is that the Go-
vernment claim the right to dictate to hon.
members of the Opposition what time they
shall take In discussing any subject, and
almost what they shall discuss.

Mr. Beprorp: They do not know what to
say themselves.

You c¢ould not clean up
You

The hon. member
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Wiy, SWAYNE: So long as he keeps
within Standirg Orders, every hon. member
has the right to speak as he thinks fif and

as he thinks to be in the interests of those
he represents.  On ihe question of whether

a suilicient time has been '11.“wel
{10.30 a.m.] for the discussion on the Esti-

mates, with the extension that
has taken place in these votes year after
year, we are now asked tu vote twice as
much money as we were asked to vote nine
vears ago, and it must b> obvious to anyone
that more time is requisite, I just want to
point out some of the matters that are
going by the board.

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 do net pro-
pose to allow a discussion on those lines.
Hon. members will have the oppertunity of
discussing almost everything during the D&s
sage of the resolutiors. I will permit a
veference to the quvstfon of which rotice
was given by the hon. member for Aubigny,
but, the mafter having been decided Ly the
Hou;e, I am not going to allow a discussion
on it at this stage.

Mr. SWAYNE: In order to ensble Parlia-
ment to perform its duty. sufficient time
should be given for a full diseussion on all
questions of public importance. We did not
meet till the end of July and we shall
prebably finish before the end of October.
The session  will ouly huve lasted three
months, and, supposing we sat another
month, if necessary, or even long-'r, have
not the people the noht to expoect that we
should devote another month to the dis-
cussion of their business? Thsy pay us to do
this work, but vear after year we are getting
more and more inefficient as a Parliament
on account of the restrictions that have been
placed upon the free discussion of matters of
public importance.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I am not goirg
to enter upon a discussion of this matter.
as I feel we might therebs curtail the small
amount of time at our disposal, but I want
to support the contention of the leader of
the Opposition and to say that in these
matters we are governed to no small extent
by the information that is given to memboers
of the Opposition by Ministers of the Crown.
We  were unfortunate this session in not
receiving from the different Ministers full
information at an early period during the
discussion of their Estimates. Had we ro-
ceived that information at the proper time,
it would have curtailed a great amount of
the discussion. T might instance the Depart-
ment of Public Instraction. We  have
throughout been given a very small amount
of mformat'on bv Cabinet Ministers, In
addition to that, on this occasion matters
have been so nicelr arranged that the
Auditor-General’s 1"1’)01“‘ did not come to
hand until practically all the discussion on
the Estimates was (’oncludpd. We want to
base our arguments on facts and on the
general working of the departments through-
out the year, and we were prevented from
so doing by the taciiss of the Government,
which have resulted in curtailing the cppor-
tunities for discussion which the Iowuse is
<up]’10%(‘d to offer us. The hon. member for
Bremer has stated that the Opposition could
have arranged things boettar for themselves.
We do not guide the destinies of tha Fsti-
mates.  We know that on this occasion
members of the Government and Lon. mem-
hers opposite have discussed at cousider-
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able length many of tho votes on the Isti-
mates so that it was impossible for us to
say how long the discussion on a particular
Estimate should last. Hon. members oppo-
site have the greater say in that connection
in that they have a greater number of mem-
bers to speak. I want to support the con-
tention of the leader of the Opposition and
io say that we are entitled to greater con-
sideration and more information in regard
to the various departments than e have
received during this session.

Resolution 3 agreed to.

Resolution 4—* Premicr and Chief Secre-
tary’s Departinent—Chief Office’’—

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I want to discuss
this vote to afford the Premier an oppor-
tunity of telling us whether during his recent
visit to Great Britain he urg(d that it
would be wise on the purt of the British
Government to retain the preferential duty
on sugar. During his visit we understand
that he was persona grata with the British
Government, and that he addressed moetings

explaining how succes:ful the (‘aeenslahd
Government had been in state enterprises.
T think he published a book, and also

addressed meetings of members of the Hous>
of Commons on Labour legislation. I sould
like to know whether during that time he

thought of the sugar industry, and, sceing
that he had their ear, whcthor Le poxLLcd
oui that it would be wise In the interests

of the Empire to continuo the preferontial
treatment of that industry. I know it is a
Yederal matter, but Mr. Bruce at the time
was doing his utmost to seoure us that
preference.  Seeing that the Premier had
the advantage of being in close touch with
the British Goevernment, as one of the same
party, I should like to hear from him whether
he thought of raising the question and doing
something to sccure the continuanc: of the
preference we were then getting. We are
now getting only half the preference which
we reerived from the Baldwin Administra-
tion.

There is another matter 1 have brought
up by means of questions during the session.
I then said that, in view of the dead-sct
which is being made against the sugar
industry in the South, it would be as well
toc appoint a joint cowmmittce commnsed of
members from each side of the House to

meet together and discuss the matter. This
is a matter which concerns Queensland’s

chief agricultural industry, and it seems of
sufficient importance to Quoonsland to justify
every public body in the State considering
the best means of dealing with the hostility
that has been created in the South against
our great 1ndustr‘“ The mhamont of
Queensland is the chief public body in the
State, and wo might fairly consider the
question of appointing a joint committee.
We have appointed joint committeer on far
less important subjects than this. Wea had
a jolitt committee appointed to considsr the
subject of the parliamentary bar. The
Premier evidently did not think the Queens-
land sugar industry was of sufficient import-
ence to render it advisable that two or three
mombers from cach side should be appointcd
to meet and discuss what can be done for
the sugar industry in view of its present
(n’ncnl position. I ralze my protsst against
the attitude taken up by the Premier. T
feel sure the sugar districts in the North
will consider the matter of sufficient nublic
importance for tho consideration of hon.

Mr. Swaynel
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members of both sides. I think that the

Herbert  electorate will remember  these
things.
Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I re.

cognise that I may be gettm'f 5 littlo outside
the particular vote, but it 15 & «question of
policy, and, being a question of poliry and
the Bill founded upon the resolutions not
having been introduced, T think T shall be
in order in asking the Premicr whether, in
view of the pxoved financial posi tion as
shown recently by figures “hxch have been
disclosed  to the’ puth he still intends
going on with the stamp duty of 2d4. cn
cheques ?

The TREASURER :
tion.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It scoms to mo
that these pin pricks “hldl are’ hampering
the business community are vital to the
interests of Queenszland. The hon gertle-
man gave a reasen when we were discussing
the question in Committce for the plhmg
ot this burden upon the pcople. Have the
hon. gentlemen’s reasons not been Llown
away br the figures which have “1]](,(,‘ been
disclosed? I think it is a big matter. The
hon. member cannot treat the matter h shily
The trend of things is such that comneree
is being hampemd by the constant burdens
which have been placed upon it by the
Government. I want strongly to stress the
grievous burden which the Premier is plac-
ing on the community, and the fact that
clher States are going in the opposite diree-
tion. The Premier may put the matter
lightly on one side, but it iy a matter of
the gravest concern to the community
generally.

Mr. MAXWRELL (T OOWO"(])
to emphasise the point made by the hon.
member for Wynnum. The extra duty on
cheques may seem an infinitesimal amount;
still it is more important than appears on
the surfuce.  When the proposal was first
mentioned I pointed out that it was the
last straw that broke the camel’s back. Hon.
members on the other side do not seem to get
in touch with thc commercial community,
and do vot realise the scrious position in
which they are placed. Taxation is becom-
ing intolerable, and now, on top of it all,
we are getting what is to me and a good
many others a very irritating form of levy.
I would stress the desirability of chmlnatlmr
the proposal altogether, and thus giv ing the
commercial community an opportunity to
balance the ledger.

The TreastRER: The Government have
to balance the ledger.

Mr. MAXWELL : The note struck by the
hon. member for Wynnum is a verr apt one.
We are getting ncar the end of our tether.
It is all very well for hon., members opposite,
who draw their travelling expenses and
salaries, and to whom everything in the
garden seems beautiful; but, if they were
to go around the different districts. I say
unbaocitatingly that they would realize thaf,
if any relief could be afforded to the com:uer-
cial community. that relief ought to be
given. The position regarding unemployment
is most acute and the hon. gentleman should
realise that, when reductions are being made
in certain dlrecilons he ought not to harass
the business commumty but rather help
them. It has been pointed out that, in view
of glowin g reports we have received, it is

[Mr. Ywayne.

Give notice of that ques-

I would like
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possible that the financial stringency of the
State will be removed and that all will be
well; but, at the same time, I want to
point out from my point of view that there
is altogether too much borrowing.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
must deal with the resolution.
Mr. MAXWELL: I realise that, but I

want to stress the point again in the hope
that the hon. gentlerman will give it the
consideration which hon. members expect.

Resolution 4 agreed to.

Resolutions 5 to 13, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 14—“ Home Secretary’s Depart-
ment—Chicf Office 7’—

Hoy. W. H. BARNES (11 ynnum) I want
to raise just one point on this resolution
which was not discussed during the passage
of the Hstimates, and that is in connection
with the relief of soldicrs. The vote has
been reduced, and I think that anything
in that direction should be fully explained.
I think that men who have done their bit
and have fought for us have a right o
receive every consideration.

Resolution 14 agreed to.

Resolutions 15 and 16 agreed to.

Resolution 17—“ Home Department—
Health”—
Hon., W. H. BARNES (w yniu m): My

reason for indicating a desire to speak on
this resolution was prlmamly that apparently
some of the health requirements in the city
and adjacent parts have not been fully mef.
For the moment I want to emphasise just
one thing. The Health Department has had
its attention drawn to the fact that there
is a considerable menace to health through
the fact that a sewer that was copstructed
about ten years ago—I may be a little wrong
as to the pericd—tc take away sewage
through Kingfisher Creek into the river has
recently been allowed to be discharged into
Norman Creck, and anyone living adjacent
to Norman Creek krows that it is a monace
to health. If the Home Scceretary or the
Commissioner of Public Health were to go
into the neighbourhood, they would find
that so vile has been the effect that newly
painted houses have become blackened as
a result of the stench from that creek, I
have communicated with the South Brisbane
Couneil, the Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board, and also with the
Commissicner of Public Health. While a
local authority may be prepaved to borrow
£150,000 from the Amtxahan Mutual Provi-
dent Society for the improvement of roads,
a mnch greater nced is the preservation of
health. People are asked, and properly so.
to keep their premises clean. If it had been
possible to take an x-ray of some of the
stomachs of people who have heen compelled
perforce to suffer from what is taking place
out there, it would have disclosed at least
that a very serious wrong had been doune.
Our first consideration should be the lives
of the young children and the splendid
neighbourhood that 1is being absolutely
destroyed through either a local anthority not
doing its duty or somcone failing to do
his duty in that connection. 1 think the
South Brisbane Council should be told that
they must either do their job cor they should
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Dbe sent about their business. I have commu-

nicated with the Commissioner of Public
Health on several occasions, and I have
always received prompt replies. If the

South Brisbane Council are not prepared
to do their duty with any council that may
be associated with them in the matter it
is time they were made to do it, and the
public lealth «hould no longer suffer in that
direstion. I am perfectly satisfied that, if
hon. members passed that way, they would
hear out my contention in connection with
the oﬁpnqneness of this creek, cspecially at

low tide. It is an absolute abomination.
Some time ago, I think something like
£23,009 was granted to the Metropolitan

Water Supply and Sewerage Board to con-
struct a sewer to take away that lth, and
now apparcntly for some reason or other the

rubbish and the excreta that formerly
entered Kinglisher Creek has again been
diverted into Novman Creek. 1t i~ a matter

affecting the public health, and iz of the
gravest concern to the distric have
hesitated in discussing the mut bofors in
this House, but the corl(qponduu 2 that has
passed, ex pomal v with the Scuth Brisbane
Council, has been treated lightly, and not
with the grave concern that it demands. I
therefore ask the Minister to see to it that
his officers gzt busy and compel this nuisance
to be removed.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): I would like to
support the remarks made by the hon. mem-
ber for Wynnum. It 13 absoluf’*lv necessary
that drastic action be taken in the interest
of public health. The condition of affairs
in connection with the creek in question is
absolutely scandalous and _should not be
allowed to exist in any civilised community.
If the matter is allowed to remain as if is
at present, in another month or two we shall
probably have an outbreak of typhoid fever
in that locality.

Mr. ITANSON (Buranda): I wish to
endorse the remarks of the hon. members
for Wynnum and Kennedy. Anyone who
lives in the vicinity of that vile ditch knows
that what they have said is absolutely true.
It is a menace to public hralth, and w0 bad
has the condition of this ditch been during
the past few months that 2 number of people
in the locality are looking for houss in other
districts, with a view to getting out of the
locality altogether. Appar ntly this matter
has been too big for councils in South Bris-
bane in the pdet and it looks as if it iz too
big for the present ceuncil also. Tt is time
{hat the Government st spped in and com-
pelled the council to deal with this open
drain so that the nuisance may be removed
and the people in the locality given an
opportunity of living, as ther dssire, as clean

life as possible. “Whilst this nuisance is
allowed to exist the health of the pcople
round about Deshon Estate iz endangeroed,

and immediate steps should be tuken to
abate it.
Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbanc}: I would

like to assure hon. members who have raised
this question that the Commissioner for Pub-
lic Hualth is quite alive to the neccssity for
taking action in this matter. I understand
that it is & long-standing nuisance.

Mr. Haxsox: Ves

Hox. M. J. KIRWAXN: I understand also
that it is a question that has been considered
from it various aspects for a number of
years. Some tim» ago the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board dealt with

1924—4 p
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the position by putting in a sower, which had
the effect of removing the nuisance for a
rumber of vears, but rec'ntly the nuisance
has reappeared in an aggravated form.

Mr. FANSOW:

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN : Some information
was fought of the position at the time, and
if my memory serves me correctly, the infor-
mation furnished by the Commissioner for
Pum'c Health was that something which had
to be done to the sewer rendered it necassary
to hold up the sewage for a time, and this
accounte<l for the nulsanes. I have not had
time to get inte communication with the
Commizsioner for Public Health since the
matter was raised by the hon. meraber for
Wynnum ; but I can give hon. members the
assurance that the matter will be look:d into
fully, and I can aswure the hon. members
for Wynnum, Kennedy, and Buranda that
the powers of the Commissioner will be
exorcised to the fullest extent possible in
an endeavour to get rid of the nuisance and
prevent a repetition of the state of affairs
that has been described.

Mr. KING (Zognan): I would like to say a
few words in support of the rumarks already
made by the preceding speakers. 1 go
through that district twice a day and oftener,
and I say sithout hesitation that—to use
plain English—it is about the most stinking
atmosphere one could possibly go through.
It is absolutely disgusting. If a breize is
blowing at all, the nuisance csn be detected
at the tram t°rminus. It is a menace to
health. The Coorparoo, Stephens, and South
Brisbane Councils worked upon a common
plan and abated the nuisance when it pre-
viously existed. During . the progress of the
operations of the Metropolitan Water Supply

znd Sewerage Board pumping operations
were c‘uued on, and it took away all the
drainage from the ecreek, These pumping
operations have now benn discontinued, and
the old nuisance has returned. Something
ought to b done to mitigate it. It is a
very grave nuisance, and one of long stand-
ing. Without doubt, it imperils the health
of the people living within a radins of half
a mile who get tha henefit of this rotten
stink. It is no good mincing matters. This
matter requires urgent attsntion and drastic
action. 'We have put up with it long cnough,
and unless the authorities see their way
clear to take definite and deecided action, I
am sure we shall find a body of men rising
up and taking action to protect their rights,
and I would not blame th>m in the slightest
degroe. They certainly have a claim arramst
the authorities for allowing this nuisance to
continue, If they do rise up in their wrath
and take this contemplated action, the sutho-
rities will b2 to blame and nobody else. I
sincerelv hope that the Commissioner for
Public Health will take drastic action to see
that this nuirance is removed.

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): 1 desire to ask the
Tfome Sccretary if he will inquire from the
South Brisbane City Council why they have
taken no steps to pass an efficient by-law
to deal with noxious trades. The present
by-law dealing with noxious trades may pro-
perly be termed a burle:que because the
council are not game to act on it, and, if
they did and anybodv tackled them on it,
it would involve a lot of legal expense and
would result in nothing bomg accomplished.
This has been brought up before, and I am
pow speaking on behalf of a lalge section of

Mr. Fry.]

Hear, hear!
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my coustituents, who complain that they
have approached the council with the object
of getting a by-law framed to cover noxious
trades.

I notice by this morning’s paper that a
by-law has been framed dealing with the
smoke nuisance, but not with noxious trades.
I ask the Minister to 1nqu1re why nothing
fas been done to frame a by-law to prevent
anvbody establishing a noxious trade within
the area that should be protezted. According
to the existing by-law, anybody may estab
jish a noxious trade ught in the heart oF
the residential portion of South Brishsne and
the council would be powerless, under their
present burlesque by-law, to deal with the
nuisance.

Resolution 17 agreed to.

Resolutions 18 to 35, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 86— Department of Justice—
Uhief Office’”—

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I am
glad to notice that the Attorney-Gleneral is
in his place in the House this mornirg.
I again desire to refer to the casc of MeAvoy
and Tarrant. That case was heard in Mary-
borough, where McAvoy was defendant and
a verdict was brought against him as a
defendant in a civil case. Subsequently it
was ascertained that one of the parties who
swore she was present when a certain docu-
ment was signed was proved to have been
80 miles away at the time. It was sub-
sequently again brought before the notico
of the Depeutment of Justice-——I am making
an ex parte statement, I admit, on this phase
of it, as I have not consulted the Minister;
and ex-Inspector Donnelly, whe was put_on

the case, said the previous verdict

[11 a.m.] ought to have hbeen annulled

straight away, because it was a
verdict against the evidence which was sub-
sequently brought under the notice of the
department. I laid the matter before the
minister and he very courteously said to me,
“1f you will a%k Mr. McAvoy to come in, 1
will see him.” I am sure the Minister will
not deny that statement. McAvoy has been
left penmloss, and his wife is bordering on
distraction over this case, which, in my judg-
ment, is an absolute miscarriage of justice.
I am not suggesting that in the first case the
evidence did not go in the direction of
justifying the first verdict. On this point I
have not discussed the matter with the
Minister, but I wrote to McAvoy’s home
and said that the Minister would be pre-
pared to see him. I am now in receipt of a
letter from McAvoy, who tells me that he
came 240 miles to see the Minister, and the
hon. gentleman, for some reason or other,
passed him over to another officer, who was
most courteous to him. I say very dchbnxa‘ceb
ithat, if the mfmma‘mon given to me s
correct, then MecAvoy is suffering a very
grave injustice indeed, because—I hope the
Minister will deny it if T am Wrong—the
person who got the verdict is a person whose
character at least is not an extraordinarily
good one. His character will not stand the
closest scrutiny, and, if the few things whmh
McAvoy got to"ether as a result of his
struggle are to be seized as the outcome of
the verdict given on evidence that was not
complete, then I say the department ought to
step in and prevent that man from being
penalised in the way he is being penalised
to-day. I had a letter from McAvoy only
vesterday and in his letter he says plainly,

[Mr. Fry.
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“If anyone attempts to come to my hLome:
again, I will put a bullet into him.”” I am
not justifying that—I would never justify a
ihing like that. The process of the law
may disclose that justice is slow, but no
man can justify a thing like that, and I
kave written to him on no account lo resort
to extreme measures; but I am certain that,
unless justice is done the Government will
have the wife in a lunatic asylum. 1 want
to know from the Minister, who was most
courtcous to me when I spoke to him about it,
how it is that, after giving me an assuralice
that he would seo this man, he did not see
him at all.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, 7 Zzndrrs) The hon. member for
Wynnum brought this matter up on the

H:timates in Chief and subsequent to that
the hon. member had a few words with me
on the matter, when he expressed his deep:
sympathy with McAvoy and his wife in their
trouble, and I then assured him that I would
be prepared to do anything within reason
to see that McAvor got justice.
Hon. W, H. Barnzg: That is true

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I made the
suggestion to the hon. member for Wynnum
that, if McAvoy were to call upon me, [
would be glad to discuss the matter with
him and see if anything could be donc to
help him, I understand that the hon. mem-
ber wroie to Mr. McAvoy in terms of our
discussion, and arranged for McAvoy to
call. McAvoy called subsequently, and T was
extremely busr at the time. I 1mmedntely
sent for the SOhCItOI General, and gave him
a hurried synopsis of the case, with which
I may say he was not unfamiliar, but I
impressed upon him the necessity of geftlng
one of his most tried officers, seeing that I
could not see Mr. McAvoy myself, to mter
view Mr., McAvoy and go thomughly into
the case and find out if 1t were possible to
do anything to assist him. I want to say
from what I know of the case that WLAVOV
i; entitled to every assistance we can give

im.

Hon. W. H. Barxts: Hear, hear!
you very much for making inquiriss.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I told the
hon. meinber for Wynnum that Mr. Dickson,
the Crown Prosecutor, had entered a ‘' No
true bill 7 in the case against Tarrant, Not-
withstanding that, I think candidly that
McAvoy 1s “the vietim of a set of circum-
stances over which he had no ‘control, and
we ought to do everything to help him.
Since my officer interviewed Mr. McAvoy,
I have had his report submitted to
me, and I have discussed the matter with
the Solicitor- Genew al. We find that McAvoy,
as the result of the difficulties in which hé
has been landed by this case, is in more or
less  impecunious ecircumstances. We have
therefore come to the conclusion that. to help
this man, his case should be remitted to the
Puklic Curator, and 1 have already approved
of that course bemg adopted. T am sorry I
had not the opportunity of seeing the hon.
niember for Wynnum prior to the sitting of
the House, as I might have relieved him of
anxiety, 1 have already approved and
directed the official solicitor of the Public
Curator to go into the case with McAvoy
with a view to setting aside or varying the
interpleader ]udgment recorded agalnst him
if this is proper in the circumstances.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Thank you
much,

Thank

very
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 cannot
do anything more than that. If I can do

anything to help McAvoy, I will do so.
think he is an unfortunate man who has
been brought into difficulties through this
case.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: He has lost his all.

Resolution 36 agreed to.

Resolutions 37 to 44, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 456—* Treasury—Chief Office’”—

Box. W. H BARNES (Wynnum): This
is one of the most important resolutions we
arc faced with to-day in connection with
these matters. The Auditor-General’s report,
which was handed to us only on the last
day of the discussion of the HEstimates, has
revealed quite a number of things which
demand the consideration of the House. For
instance, the report states that during the
month of March, under a certain clause in
the agreement, an amount of £533,000 had
to be repaid to the Commonwealth Bank as
a vesult of the tramsfer of the savings bank
business and the shrinkage in the depesits.
I have always contended that the handing
over of our Government Savings Bark was
a gross blunder and a shocking piece of busi-
ness for the State.

OPPOSITION MMEMBERS :

Hon. W. H. BARNES: T am prepared
tc admit that by 30th Juno—I want to be
absolutely fair in my criticism—the amount
was puid back as the result of the excess
during the intervening period. The point T
want specially to make is that for that
amount of £533,000, on which, if the Govern-
ment Savings Bank had been retained, we
would have been paying 3 per cent. or 3%
per cent.—I presume, because the Govern-
ment, owing to financial stringency. could
not find money for the (ommonwealth
Government in any other way—we now have
to pay 5 per cent. for it. The Government
do not realise where we have driftad in that
regard, and the whole thing indicates that
they are distinctly to blame for the manner
in which they have conducted the finances of
the State.

Then there is a very illuminating thing on
page 11 of the Auditor-General’s report to
which I want to refer. I notice that in the
statement of reveipts and cxpenditure for
the year ended 30th Junc last in connection
with the Loan Fund we had a tremendous
amount of money in the Bank of England
at the end of the financial year.

OprosITioN M EMBERS: What?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes—the tre-
mendous amount of 3s. 9d. (Laughkter.)

The TrRESURER: Do you think it is trivial
to have a balance of 3. 9d.7

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I do not know,
but apparently the Government have said,
‘“Rake in gll the money you possibly can.”
Th+ Government no doubt did all they pos-
sibl¥ could to make the position as good as
it could be made at the end of the year.

The Treasurer: Doss the hon. member
contend that we should not show a balance?

Hox. W. II. BARNES: I would like to
know whether th:re has been any rigging
done, and whether the amount which appears
as & credit should have appeared as a debit.

The TREASURER: Do you suggest that the
Bank of England would rig the account?

Hear, hear!
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Honx. W. H. BARNES: No, but perhaps
the Treasurer might do a little rigging.
The TREASURER: It is distinctly disorderly

te make an imputation of that kind.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not want to
insinuate that the hon. gentleman would do
what was improper, but apparently every-
thing has been done to get 1n all the money
he possibly could. The Auditor-General
shows that therc is an amount of £606,000
which, if it had been dealt with in the way
it ought to have been dealt with, would have:
turned the surplus into a debit. Does the
hon. gentleman say that the Auditor-General
is wrong?

The TREASURER: He is right, but it doss
not bear out your imputation that anything
wrong has been done.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 find that the
Auditor-General makes some reference to a
sum of £419,724. There is some doubt as
to whether the expenditure of that sum was
properly undertaken.

The TREASURER: He does not put it in
those words.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to get out of it by a back
door.

The TreastRer: Why do you not quote
the Auditor-General’s exact words?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I intend to quote
the Auditor-General’s statements in regard
to some of the things which have been done.
On page 14 he says—

“ An amount of £2,282,420 8s. 6d. has
been received by the Treasury under
‘ The Commonwealth Bank Agreement
Ratification and State Advances Act of
1920, but £2,702,144 18s. 3d., or £419,724
9s. 9d. in excess of receipts, had been
expended thereunder at 30th June, 1924.”

This is the Auditor-General’s comment—

‘1t is questionable whether the expen-
diture of the £419,724 9s. 9d. in excess of
receipts, without the required authority
of the Governor in Council, is in accord-
ance with section 6 of the Audit Act
Amendment Act of 1890.”

The TREASURER: That is what the Auditor-
Ceneral says. What does the hon. gentleman
say? He says that we expended money
without the sanction of Parliament, which 1s
a different thing.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I have quoted the
exact words of the Auditor-General, and I
am sure that any man who reads that quota-
tion will come to the conclusion that the
Auditor-General is under the impression that
the Treasurer has done something improper.

The TREASURER: No. The Anditor-General
says, ‘It is questionable.” Will the hon.
member for Wynnum tell me how it is
questionable ? )

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer
will have an opportunity of answering my
centention later on.

The TREsSURER: Tell me where it is
questionable.

Tox. W. H. BARNES: The Auditor-
General makes some very stringent com-

ments with regard to several things, and it
is up to the Treasurer to get up in his place
and explain them.

The TrEasURER: Tell me what you think is
cuestionable with regard to that transactior

. Hon. W, H. Barnes.|
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: Spending money
without having it authorised in a proper way
is what is questionable.

The TrEASURER : The hon. gentleman knows
{hat the authority referved to is the authovity
of the Governor in Council.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Ves The Gover-
nor in Council should have given his assent.
The Treasurer knows that.

The TrREASURER: The Governor in Council
means a meeting of Ministers with the
Governor presiding.

on. W. H. BARNES: It all points to
the fact—we have scen it in connection with
the spending of money by Ministers—that
there i an extreme looreness and a kind of
“go as you please” in connection swith
important affairs of the State. I am per-
fectly justified in referring to these mattevs,
because it is certain that we are drifting—
the Treasurer knows it—at an alarming rate.

The TREASURER: 1 know the hon. gentle-
man is a very poor critic of the Auditor-
General’s report.

Hox. W. I. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
ntan does not like the eriticism. Is it not a
fact that we have drifted to a very large
extent in spending money on ventures that
are practically unprofitable and that we have
coased spending money on ventures that do
pay? If T know anything about finarce, I
know that, when people are Jooking into the
heart of things, thev cut off those that do
not pay, and keep those that do pay. What
is the Treasurer doirg? He 1s stopping
expenditure in connection with worlkers’
dwellings.

The TREASURER: No—nct stopping expen-
diture,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Not absolutely,
but what was the answer given in this

House? It was that only the buildings that
had beenn approved of last year were being
curried out this year.

The TreEasURER: We have limited the
cxpenditure, but we have not stopped it.

Hon. W. II. BARNLS: The hon. gentle-
man knows that, if I were entitled to an
advance under that Act, I could not get it
to-day for the one reason that the Govern-
ment have not got the money to advance.
"The Government are pouring their money
into ventures that arc not paying, and they
are stopping expendiiure in connection with
those that do pay. The money expended on
the erection of workers’ dwellings pavs at
least 5 per cent. to the Treasury and :hows
a profit in addition; yet we have the Trea-
surer finding money for other things which
ave adding to our losses very, very consider-
akly. The position is very acutec.

What do we find in connecction with the
American loans. which were supposed to be
such an excellent thing for Quecnsland?
They ave costing £6 10s. bd. per cent. We
were told that those loans were going to be
of great benefit to Quecensland. We were
told they disclosed wonderful financing. It
must be realised that the Treasurer is actually
up against it, and the position he occupies
to-day is one that is becoming increasingly
embarrassing by reason of the fact that he
does not know how to control the finances of
the State.

Resolution 45 agreed to.

Resolutions 46 to 52, both inclusive, agreed
to. -

{Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Resolution 83— Department of
tere and Stock—Chicf Offiec’’—

Hox, W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): 1 first
vant to find out from the Minister what
the policy of the department is going to be
in connection with votes that have hbeen
taken in connection with the formation of
pools—I am now speaking of something that
has actually happened—and turacd down
when submitted to the peoonle. vota was
teken in connection =with the banana pool,
and the vote went against the pool. Yet,
notwithstanding that adverse vote, a pool
hes been formed. A vote was alse taken in
connection with a maize pool. We find,
according to an utterance of the Director
of the Council of Agriculture, if h» is re-
pertad correctly, that, notwithstanding the
pool was turned dowi, 1t is {6 be procreded
with, If that is so, the Minister should give
some explanation to this House. If that is
correct, it iz only idle to submit gustions
to the people at all. If the principle of
submitting matters to the parties concerned
is right, then once a pool has been turned
down that should be final. No departure
sbould be allowed from the principle which
has been affirmed in the particular districts
to which the reference has been submitted.

The Minister has explained that much
good has been done through the assistance
vwhich the department gave to men in the
country who were in need of supplies. I
hold in my hand a document which docs not
show very much love for the farmers. Not
only was a charge of 5 per cent. made for the
supplies that were given, but, in addition,
interest at the rate of 5 per cent. is also
charged. 1 do not know whether that
interest charge is 5 per cent. per annum or
not. The official account I have shows a
handling charge of £1 9« 10d.—it is not
rut down as “ commission,” as that would
not be aristocratic enough—and a 5 per
cent. interest charge of £1 12s. Td.

I want to call attention to another fact.
I repeat what I have said in this House
before, that the State Produce Agency is
fortunate in havirg in charge of it a gentle-
man like Mr. Park, who is a capable ma.

am making no reference whatever to a
man behind his back. In addition to being

Agricul-

i

2

a capable man, Mr. Park is eminently
fitted for the job.
Mr. Kimvg: Did not the State Produce

Agency commit a breach with respect to the
egg pool?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I shall have some-
thing to sar on that at a later stsge. I
shall show that an egg supplier who sent
his eggs to the egg pool and to a private
firm for a period extending over twelve
months obtained different rates for his eggs
on the same dav and lost over the whole
period about £5) in connection with his
dealings with the egg pool.

Tt is perfectly certain that if the State
Produce Agency had not purchased about
£57,000 worth of produce for the farmers,
it would not have made the profit it did on
the whole of its transactions of £1,300 for the
vear. If they had not been able to buy
that £57,000 worth of goods for the farmers,
they would have shown a deficiency instead
of a surplus. In other words, that surplus
came out of the farmers’ pockets. The
farmers have had to pay for the running
of the State Produce Agency. A very beauti-
Ful business from the pnint of view of the
State Government! They had these full
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wrucks of fodder, many of which were bought
av auction, and they just recomsigned 5 per
cent. of that fodder. "A very excellent busi-
ness indeed! There is no competition so
far as Government supplies are concerned,
The goeds are invoiced to them without any
competition at all. It is a very rosy thing
indeed, but it goes to show that a State
enterprise cannot be conducted on commer-
eial lines. If it were, it would go to pieces.
1t is my duty to put this business before
hon. members this morning, and to show the
way in which the farmer has been got at by
the Government under the name of relief.

Mr. SWAVYNE (Mirasi): The authority
administering  the  Primary  Producers’
Organisation Act comes within the scopa of
this vote, and it is the general opinion
throughout the State that the system under
which that Act is working is wrong, and that
vwhat is wanted is organisation on a com-
modity basis. Quite recentls I moved a
resolutton affirming that an amendment of
the Act was desirable. On that cceasion
the Secretary for Agriculture contradicted
me, and stated that the present Act per-
mitted of the necessary change in the work-
ing of the Act being effected. At the time
I did not know, but afterwards I found out,
that on the very day I moved my motion
the proceedings of a meeting of the district
Ezpuncxl were reported in  the Mackay

Mercury.” The report gave a legal
opinion from a bavrister of note to the offect
that it is impossible under the existing Act
to bring about the alterations in the svstem
that are gencrally allowed to be nece.sarv.
Afterwards, I endeavoured to draw the atten.
tior: of the Minister to the fact that legal
advice had been obtained on the subject
and was available, The hon. genticman
simply quibbled, and said that it did not
appear in the minutes of the district council.
I do not think the hon. gentleman ever had
an opportunity of seeing those minutes. 1
think T am justified in bringing before the
Minister the fact that this legal opinion
appeared in  the Mackay ““ Mercury’s
report of the proceedings” of ths District
Council, published on the 19th Scptember.
I understand, tco, that Mr. Woolecork, the
parliamentary draftsman, also expressed the
opinion that the Act does not permit the
desires of the primary producers of Queens-
lz‘lnd Leing given effect to. I am sorry that
the Sceretary for Agriculture is not in his
place, as the hon. gentleman would then have
had the opportunity of telling us—in view
of these opinions which cannot be gainsaid
—whether it is his intention to continue +ith
the Act as at present and not to amend it fo
render it effective.

Mr. MOQRE {(Aubigny): There are one
or two things on which I would like an
opinion. The Minister said he would give
the information as we were going through
the votes, but, unfortunately, we did not
get it One matter iz that of relief, where
it was distributed. and the price charged. 1
understand that the whole of the relief has
been Ch.arged at a flat rate for the whole of
the period. T think that most unfair. If a
man started to feed his stock during the
drought period, commencing early, it is
unfair and places him at a disadvantage if
he is to be put on a flat rate with the man
commencing at a higher rate.

As the hon. member for Wynnum pointed
out, 5 per cent. commission was charged and
also 5 per cent. interest, and the whols
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method of distribution was wasteful in the
extreme. Instead of purchasing the fodder
at Wallangarra and distributing it from that
point, it was brought all the way down to
Brisbane and reconsigned back to the prople

who required 1t. That meant
[11.20 a.m.]double handling - and double

freight, and was a most wasteful
way of doing the business. Now we find
that the farmers are charged 5 per cent.
interest on the amount of the purchase
money, in which all these extra charges are
included. It is a most unfair charge, and
should bz looked into to see whether the
Minister cannot devize somc system whereby
the unwarranted expenses Ilncurred would
not be charged to the farmers. We pointed
out when fodder was being procured that it
would be much better if the fodder was pur-
chased 2t the point of cntry inte Quesnsland
instead of being brought all the way down
tc Brisbane. No notice was taken of that
advice, and wc were told that it had not
been decided at that proriod in what manner
the fodder would be charged. The depart-
ment waited twelve months before sending
out accounts, so that the farmers had nc
possible knowledge at the time of the liability
they were incurring. and now they have
accounts sent on to them at a flat rate, to.
which many of them strongly object, becausa
they consider they should have been allowed
to purchase fodder at the price ruling on
the day it was purchased. In some cases
the Government did make money available,
and the farmers purchased their own sup-
plies; but in other cases the farmers were:
advised to take the fodder that would be
supplied by the State Produce Agency, and
they accepted that fodder on the understand-
ing’ that they were to get it at the price
ruling on the day of delivery. Now they
find they have to pay a considerably higher
price. There must be some reason for pool-
ing the whole of the fodder purchased, but
I cannot understand the reason. It appears.
to me that it would be far more simple for
bookkeeping purposes to charge the farmers
the price ruling on the date the fodder was
purchased by them.

The pig pool at Atherton scems to be one:
of the most extraordinary activities that the
Government have undertaken. There is only
cne company at Atherton that buys pigs,
and that is a co-operative company. It
seerns to me that now they have two sets
of directors—one for the pool and one for
tha co-operative company—doing  exactly the
same work. The only thing that I can see
that the pig pool does is to protect the non-
sharehoider in the company as against the
shareholder. The pool distributes the profits
amongst all suppliers of pigs. That means
that the shareholder who put his money in
to start the factory is placed in a worse
position than the non-shaveholder who did
nothing to start it. The pool has made
arrangements with the factory by which they
will get the whole of the supplies coming to
hand., We find that they made a levy of
£194 11s. 7d. for doing cxactly the same
work or for double-banking the work of the
directors of the company. I cannot under-
stand what the object of the Minister was
in establishing this pool; what benefits
accrued to the people who are in it: and
what the object is in going against the
principle that has always been followed in
connection with cffective co-operative com-
panies—that is, to sce that the sharcholders

Mr. Moore.]



1366 Supply.

and suppliers of the company receive the
profits to the exclusion of the non-share-
holders. This pool board seems to be doing
diametrically opposite to what is always
recognised to be the fair thing—that is, the
pool board is establishing the claim of the
non-sharcholder to participate in profits,
‘though he has done nothing to assist in
establishing the factory. I cannot under-
stand what the object of the pool is, or what
benefit accrues to the people. I only wish
that the Secrctary for Agriculture was in his
place this morning, so that he could give us
information as to the benefit which accrues
to the people on the land from the pools. It
seems to me that they are increasing in
numsber without giving the people concerncd
any benefit whatever.

Mre. EDWARDS (Xanengo): Tt is neces-
sary that Ministers should, if possible, be in
-their places when these resolutions are going
through the House,

OprosiTioNn MEMRERS :

Mr. EDWARDS: It secems to me that
before long the Secretary for Agriculture
will require to go into the question of whether
‘it is not advisable, now that the Council of
Agriculture is established at a huge expense
to the State, to close up the Department of
Agriculture or a big portion of it, especially

[Tear, hear!

when we consider that the Council of Agricul-,

turc is practically a duplication of the Depart-
of Agriculture, There are officers in the
Council of Agriculture doing practically the
same work as cfficers of the Department of
Agriculture. That is a matter which should
receive  very carcful consideration.  The
farmers should be able to go direct with
‘their difficulties and troubles 1o the experts
of the Department of Agriculture, who are
the men who are fitted to deal with these
things. The farmers are very often referred
from the Department of Agriculture to the
Council of Agriculture. There is nothing
else but confusion in the matter.

I want to say a few words in support of

the remarks of the leader of the Oppositicn
in connection with the working of the State
Produce Agency. Tt is unfortunate that we
have to spoonfeed an ageney such as this in
the way 1t is being spoonfed at the present
time. During the drought periods through
which Queensland has passed during the last
few vears. the State Produce Agency made
the credit balance it has at the present time
out of the purchass of fodder in the Southern
States and the handling of it here, just the
same as any middleman’s business would do.
I think that is entively wrong. Take the
cotton seed. for instance, which was obtained
from the British-Australian Cotton Assccia-
tion for starving stock. Although the farmers
could order it from the British-Australian
Cotton Association and the Department of
Agriculture, the business went through the
channel of the State Produce Agency, and
another 10s. per ton was put on the top of
the price, which the unfortunate scttlers had
to pay. I do not think that anv business man
would for onec moment say that that is the
best war to run a business. If the State
Produce Aqoncy cannot be run without these
spoonfeeding conditions, the Minister should
either reconstruct it on co-operative lines or
close it up altogether. I believe that a busi-
ness should stand on its own fest. TIf it
cannot do that without getting Government
-doles—because that is what it really amounts
fo—something should be dore to close it up.

{Mr. Moore.
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T would like to refer now to the State
stallions. While I am mnot a believer in
State enterprise—nor in State stallions for
that matter—I think the Minister 1s treating
the people in the districts where the State
stallions travelled last year in anything but
a reasonable manner. Anybody who has had
anything to do with the breeding of stock
knows that many of the mares which were
put to the horses last year are mnot in f.oal,
and the stallions should have gone back into
the same districts again if for no other reason
than to prove that the Government were
sincerely desirous of giving the people a fair
deal. They are asked to send down two
guineas before the services of the horse are
granted at all, and that has been practically
a loss in meany cases. I think the Minister
has not done the best that could be done in
the interests of the owners of the mares.
The stallions should have gone back to the
same disiricts for at least a second year, and
the Minister would be well advised to con-
sider the advisability, not only of sending
back a stallion, but of sendinz back the
samo stallion to various districts. I know
something of what I am sncaking about,
because I have been bre:ding _hprsos for
some years, and I hope the DMinistar will
consider my suggestion. I take it that the
member of the board controlling the stallions
who resigned did so for no other reason than
that—knowing something of the business—
he felt that my suggestion is reasonable and
that he could not agree with the Minister.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): With refexr-
ence to the supply of fodder for starving
stock through the State Produce Agency,
which has been mentioned by other hon.
members, it is a fact that the people in all
the districts I represent were able to get
their fodder on credit and at a cheaper rate
than the amount charged by the depart-
ment. It has been shown by the hon.
member for Aubigny that the State Produce
Agency bought the fodder on the open
market. It would be much better to recon-
sider the whole thing. o that the fodder
could be purchased at absolutely the cheapest
price, should it be necessary to give further
relint at anv time, and cut out the profit.
1f that could be done it should be done.

Another matter which I regard as a matter
of urgency affects the Council of Agricul-
ture. It should declare its intention with
vegard to ¢ The Producer’” newspaper, and
sav straight out whether it is to take part in
politics.  Ansbody who has followed the
articles in the paper must know that there
is a distinet bias in every article. If there
is anything to be said in favour of the
Government party, it is said; but if thore is
any hing to be said in favour of this party,
there is nothing about it. Everything is
done to throw a slight on hon. members on
this side. I believe it was stated in a leading
article that the intention was to take an
active part in politics. It was diztinctly

. )
understood that the Primary Prodacers’ .
Organisation was not to be a political
organisation. Tt draws its revenue from

every producer, and the pespls who elected
the Council were never consulted as to the
political party they wished them to support.
If this organisation is allowed fo ¢ an
active part in politics, that will be the end
of the whole concern. It can exist onlv as a
business organisation, and it was constituted
for that purpose, and no departure from
that line of action should be allowed. The
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Becretary for Agriculture is Chairman of the
Council of Agriculture.

Mr. EpwarDs: I suppose he told the
members to take an active part in politics.

Mr. DEACON : If they take an active patt
in politics, as is their announced intention,
then we have overy reason to believe that
they will be expected to back up the Govern-
ment. 1 hope the Secretary for Agricultura
will realise his responsibilities in the matter,
and will realise that, if active politics are
indulged in, the organisation will be broken
up. I would regret very mmich to sce the
organisation break up, because it can b=»
made very useful; but if it were reorganised
on the lines suggosted by the Countrv party,
it would become much more useful than it
is to-day. It is the intention of the Govern-
ment and the Director of Agriculture to
reorganise, and, although it is not quite clear
as to how that recrganisation is going to be
brought about, T believe it is intexded o
add certain members from commodity boards
to the present body. At the present tim:
there is a serious coulplalnt that the organisa-
tion is too expensive, and if more members
are added it will become still move expensive,
and will give still greater ground for coun-
plaint. The only way to reorganise m..cemlv
is to elect members to represent those indu-
tries with which fhev are concerned. I
hope that will be dome, and they \xouﬁd be
sufficient to constitute the Council of Agri-
culture.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay):
remarks made by the hon. member for
Cunningham. It would be absolutely wrong
to allow politics to interfere with the Local
Producers’ Associations. The Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation scheme has been in
oxistence for about two and a-half vears,
and it has to a certain extent been free from
political control, and I hope that the
organisation will not now be allowed to take
an active part in politics. I have attended
many meetings of Local Producers’ Asiocia-
tions. In many mntances the attendanc> i3
not great, but there is a certain section “ho
carry on the business of the Local Producers
Association, and, whilst at times they dism
matters of mlporhnco to the State gener ‘11»\
on many occasions they deal with local
matters. They seem to take a greater interest
in discussing something concerning rhon own
locality. At the Local Producers’ As
tion meetings there are men with dif

I endorse the

shades of political opmlon and I want to
tell the Seeretary for 2 gwcultme as Chair-
man of the A(rmcultmal Couvieil, that once

he allows r)ohllca to be introduced into the
Local Producers’ Associations it swill hava
the cffect of causing the organisation to lose
its very best men. Those men attend tu(}
meetings entirely in the interests of the
association, quite apart from poluu» alto-
gether. If polities are introduced, it will
mtmfel e with the work which we believe will
be beneficial to the farmer as time goes on.

There is another matter I wish to bring
forward that I did not have the opportunity
to discuss whon the Istimates were going
through. It is of interest to farmers and
stockowners in my district, and is in con-
noction with the issuing of pormits for stock
that have to travel b» road or rail. ¥
brought this matter up on the Estimates last
year, but unfortunately nothing has been
done to relieve the situation. The stock
inspector at Maryborough, together with the
meat inspector, has an office in the police
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court. Both officers are very attentive in
connection with any correspondence they
receive for the issue of stock permits, but
the duties of the stock inspector take him
into the country, and this precludes him
from being constantly in attendance at his
office, and, as the meat inspector has to
visit the slanghter-yvards around the town,
the office is frequently closed for two or three
hours during the day. The result is that
farmers and stockowners coming into Mary-
borough for permits are put to considerable
inconvenience, Business people and others
often book a truck for the conveyance of
cattle and horses into the country, pay the
necessary deposit, and, when they go round
to the office for a permit, ther find the
inspector absent, 1 trust that the Minister
will see that something is done to relieve
the situation. People have been put to a
great deal of inconvenience from this fact
on many occasions. If a junior was appointed
to the office, or the C,P.3. or some other
officer in the courthouse building were
empowered to issue permits, the situation
would be relieved. We could go a little
further than that, and allow people in the
outer districts—taking my electorate, for
instance—who wanted to move stock to obtain
permits from the police in the various centres
mstead of having to go into Maryborough. If
such a course were adopted, it would be of
great assistanece to stockowners,

Mr. G, P. BARNES (Warwick): I want
to raise my protest in connection with the
dealing of the Department of Agriculture
and Stock with the farmers to whom they
supplied fodder in their extremity. The
hrpocrisy disclosed in connection with that
treatment is so conspicuous that the House
and country should be extremely thankful
to the hon. member for Wynnum for having
brought the matber up. It will be found on
page 7% of the report of the Auditor-General
that the interest charged on those trans-
actions amounted to £2,678 16s. 6d., which
is made a first charge against the farmers.
In addition to interest another 5 por
cent. was also charged. Consequently. you
have twice the amount stated as a first charge
against the farmer for services rendered
by the Government to him during a critical
period of the year we have left behind.
The real point in connection with the matter
is that the Government pretended to be a
help to the farmers. It was claimed thab
the Government were vendering a conspicu-
ous sorvice by procuring Su])ph*"s of fodder
in order to save cattle and stock generally,
but when their very act of service 15 mada
to resuli in a profit to themselves, one can
see immediately that the act has to be dis-
counted enormously. I do not say that one
of these amounts might not be a fair charge,
but when it is remembered that the farmer
has to pay from £5,000 to £6,000 for the
services rendered, the great good that may
have been conneceted with the service must
be discounted to a great extent.

There is another direction in which the
farmer has been penalised during the past
vear., This may not be referred to in the
Auditor-General’s report, but it is common
knowledge that the falmm was charged Ts.
9d. to 8s. a bushel for seed wheat supphed
by the Government. That might be all very
well under other circumstances, but not when
we know the farmer has bezn allowed only
5s. for his wheat. No private dealer in seed
wheat would be allowed to dispose of 1t

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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under such conditions, It is possibly true
that a further dividend over the 5s. may yet
be given to the farmer, but no matter how
great it may be—it may amount to 2d. a
bushel—it will leave an enormous disparity
between the amount paid to the farmer and
the price he had to pay to the Government
for seed wheat. I protest against the farmer
being penalised to such an extent. It seems
to me that the primary producer, no matter
what position he may take up or what ser-
vices he may require, must be pounced upon
immediately and the last ounce taken from
him. These are days when we must turn
round and consider how the man on the
land is to be kept contented and encouraged
to remain where he is. It is pin-pricks such
as I have mentioned that are having a

disastrous and disturbing effcet on  the
farmers of the community.
[12 noon.]

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): I notice that the

Government have established quite a nu:aber
of pools while others have been turned down.
The Director of the Council of Agriculture
quite recently visited the Kingaroy district
and advised the farmers there to hold on to
their maize for another week ov two, bessuse,
he said, although the pool had been turnedl
down, it might still be brought in. It sceas
to me that the Government have adopted
the policy that they are going to have a
pool, whether the vote of the producers is
favourable or otherwise. We had an instance
of the Government’s disregard of the voiee
of the people at the time of the referendun
in regard to the abolition of the Legislative
Council. Although the vote was agamnst the
abolition of the Upper House, the Govera-
ment abolished it, and it appears they are
adopting the same policy of disregarding the
voice of the people in regard to pools.

At the present time Mr. Macgregor is
away with Senator Massy Greene endeavour-
ing to persuade the farmers to take over
the British Australian Cotton Association
ginneries and the physical assets, as they are
described. Last year Parliameut passed the
Primary Producers’ Co-operative Associa-
tions Act, in which it was laid down definitely
that the amount of interest to be paid to
shareholders outside the supplicrs in these
co-operative concerns should be limited to
5 per cent., and I notice that Mr. L. R.
Maczregor and Senator Massy Greene are
proposing that the co-operative company to
be established to take over the cotton
zinneries should issuc debentures at 8 per
cent. Dvidently this co-operative company
is not to conform to the provisions of the
Primary Producers’ Co-operative Associations
Act, and on this point the Government are
particularly incomsistent. In order to show
the way things are apparently drifting
through the Government going on with pools
that have been turned down, I would like
to quote the remarks of Senator Gardiner
at the Eight-hour Dinner held in Sydney on
the 5th of this month— )

“ People had talked of the resolutions
of the Brisbane Labour Conference and
its attitude towards the socialisation of
industry, yet to-day they had a Govern-
ment actually legislating for the socializa-
tion of the Lutter industry.”

These remarks show where the Government
zre heading so far as the Council of Agricul-
ture is concerned, and where their legisla-
tion is leading so far as the man on the

{Us». (. P. Barnes.
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land is concerned. It is quite time that the
raen on the land woke up. I had the oppor-
tunity of listening to the Premier at Lowood
when he was announcing his agricultural
policy, and at that time I remember remind-
ing the farmers there of the words of a
little nursery rhyme—
“ Said the spider to the fly.”

To-day it would do no harm to the farmers
to have that little thyme repeated. T would
like some explanation from the Secretary for
Agriculture in vegard to the wheat pool.
The Auditor-General, on page 80 of his
report, has this to say—
*“ The quantity of wheat delivered te
the board during this year wss only
144 506 bushels. Growers have been paid
5s. per bushel for prime quality milling
wheat, and costs amounted to 20.12d. per
bushel.”

In this case it seems the growers had been
pzid 55, and the cost of handling that wheat
smounted 1s. 8.12d. per bushel. making
6:. 8.12d. in all. As the hon. member for
Warwick stated, most of that wheat had
besn sold for 7s. 8d. or 8s. per bushel. As
1 understand that the farmers have so far
only received 5s. of the total payment of
6s. 8.12d. by the Wheat Pool, and it has
been sold at from 7s. 9d. to 8s. a bushel, I
would like to know from the Secretary for
Agriculture what has happened, or what is
likely to happen, to the balance of the
oney.

My, CORSER (Burnetr) : 1 think the Secre-
tary for Agriculture might have answered
the questions asking for certain information
I would like to know from the Minister what
action his department proposes to take with
regard to advances under certain Acts which
are administered by the department. The
Government pretend to be very proud of
an amendment to tha Co-operative Agricul-
tural Production and Advances to Farmers
Act, by which the Department of Agricul-
ture was to mpke available to settlers
advances up to £200 for stock and for other
surposes without security. We find to-day
that, though new settlements have been estab-
lished, this Act has been absorbed in the
Agricultural Bank Act, and they are
administered now under one roof. The
advantages which the Co-operative Agricul-
tural Production and Advances to Farmers
Act gives to new settlers seem to have been
to some extent lost under the new measure.
Whilst people with only a very few head of
cattle were supposed to get this advantage,
wa find in connection with applications for
assistance which are coming from the Downs
and other parts of the State that settlers are
told by the Minister that this Act did not
provide for anybodv except the beginner,
snd that the man who had lost all his cattle
was not to receive this assistance. The
settlers in the Upper Burnett—who, surely,
are boginners—are making apulications, and
the information ther are given i« that the
rioney is not available for secttlers in the
TUpper Burnett. People who are invited to
come to the Stat» and scttle on the Upper
Burnett are beginners, They are under a
separate Act, but surclv they are not going
to be deprived of facilities which are essen-
tinl in starting settlement and in building
up individual farms. This is a matter of
very great concern fo hundreds of people
who are settling on the land. The Minister
should see that these concessions which the
Act makes available are provided for the
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sottlers.  The Agricultural Bank iz adminis-
tering, under the Department of Agriculture,
the whole of these advances. I# seems a
shame that there is a greater amount appro-
priated for the building of workers’ dwellings
m the city than there is to build homes
and for farms throughout the whole State.
That is an unfortunsie ancmal:, If we
are to get out of the present difficulties with
regard fo settlement, we should make svail-
able these advances in a much more generous
way than that.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is now dealing with matter which has
been dealt with on & previous vote.

Mr. CORSER: The Agricultural Bank is
now administered by the Department of
Agriculture, and this is the only time 1 can
discuss 1t. I wanted to take this opportunity.
sceing that the Sceretary for Agriculture is
in his place and it affects his department,
to remind him of the neccessity for a more
lenient administration than hitherto.

If T am permitted, T want to deal with
another matter which concerns the people in
the country districts. When they do get
stock they have to apply to the Department
of Public Lands for wire netting to protect
them from vermin.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CORSER: It is really a matter for
discussion on this resolution.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member
cannot decal with the vote for wire netting
on this resolution.

Mr. CORSER: At apy rate, I hope the
Department of Agriculture will take the
matter into consideration.

On page 75 of the Auditor-General’s report
it is shown that the total loss on cotton
was £40,389, and, as stated by the Auditor-
General, that loss has been borne cqually
Ly the Commonwealth and the State Govern-
nents—not in accordance with the agree-
ment made at the last conference, of which
we have heard so much—but as a result of
an undertaking madc by Mr. Hughes when
Prime Minister and carried out by Mr.
Bruce. We find, however, that the proceeds
from the sale of cotton seed to the farmers
amounted to £3,191, and that the State’s loss
was reduced by that sum accordingly. That
fact supports my claim that the seed is really
a valuable commodity which should belong
to the farmer himself, and indicates the great
benefit that the British-Australian Cotton
Association receives from the agrecement. It
would be very interesting to know what the
Government receive through the department
or the State Produce Agency for the sale
of other sced, which I understand is dis-
posed of at £5 per ton. It is not credited
to the Department of Agriculture, and so
apparently goes through other channels. The
Commonwealth does not share in the procesds
from the sale of such by-products, but I
think 1t might be found that the State’s
lcas was totally wiped out bv them. Although
the Minister may claim that the State has
lost through the guarantee, I think that, it
weo could follow all these proceeds through
the various channels threugh which they
pass, we should find that the Commonwealth
wias the only loser.

It seems an anomaly that a Board should
be constituted for the supposed purpose of
deciding on the distriets to which the State
stallions should be sent and the conditions
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urder which their services should be avail-
able, but that, nevertheless, the deeisions of
that Board should not be final. First of all,
the Board intimated that a stallion was to
be sent to the PBurnett, but some other
influence got to work—there is only one
influence above that Board, and that is the
Minister—and its decision was pushed aszide.

This horse was taken and sent to some
Labour clestorate instead. You could mnot
expect any man who had any respect for his
decisions to stay on the Board under such
circumstances.  Whilst the Sceretary for
Agriculture elaims that Mr. Baynes resigned,
I contend from what little I know of the
cperations of the Stallion Board, that Mr.
Bavres was compelled to resign becauss the
opinions of members constituting the Board
did not count for anything, and the members
were only in the same position as a lot of
commissioriers in Queensland, who are placed
i their positions to take the blame of
actions of the Government, The Government
give them the dirty work to do, hecause
they do not want to be responsible for it
themselves. They appointed a Stallion Board
to bear the brunt of any blame in connection
with the alletment of the stallions, but the
decistons of the Roard count for mnothing
against the intentions of the Minister. DMr.
Taynes could take no other course than
resign, and the Minister calmly states that
his wesignation was received. It will be
agreed that one must approach these matters
in some spirit of resentment when we know
that certain recommendations that were made
by the Board were brushed aside. I must
point that out in justice to the electorate
I represent, and in justice to the Stallion
Board. Last year I went to the Minister
in connection with the allotment of stallions,
and he said, “ You want mo to use my
political influence with the Stallion Board.
The idea of you asking me to use my
solitical influence with the Board to get it
to alter its decisions!” The decision of the
Stallion Boeard was over-ridden, and over-
ridden by ihe Secretary for Agriculture, and
Mr. Baynes did the right thing and resigned.
Tt is unfortunate that we have not more
members of the community who are In a
position to stand up to their opinions, and
refuse to act merely as figure-heads for the
conveuience of the Government, and save
them from the trouble which must result
through their not acting at all times above-
board.

Resolution 53 agreed to.

Resolutions 54 to T4,
agreed to.

both

inclusive,

Resolution 76— Department of Mines—
State Mining Operations’”—
Mr. (. P. BARNES (Warwick): I wish

particularly to draw attention to the
exiremely serious position presented to us
in the Auditor-General’s report arising out
of various mining ventures. On page 100 of
the repert is perhaps the mos* illuminating
thing we have had presented to us in con-
nection with these matters during the life of
any Parliament. One can scarcely believe
that there was a matter like this when the
Secretary for Mines presented his case the
other day.

The Secrctary for Mines stated that he was
perfectly satisfied with the Department for
Mines and the various ventures he is control-
ling; but, when we are brought face to face
with the facts presented in the report of the
Auditor-General, it scems alarming that any

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Minister seized with the responsibility of
office should for a moment state that he is
satisfied with what is found there. The debit
on the Chillagoe smelters has increased from
£243,881 in 1920 to £974.830 in 1924. The
reading of the Auditor-General’s comments
in this business are so informative, and at
the same time so serious, that it is right that
it should appear in ¢ Hansard.” The report
says—

“In view of the successive yearly losses
since 1920, and the financial position
generally, the general manager recently
submitted for the consideration of the
Government a proposal whereby tho
smelters would operate during that part
of the year when the sugar and other
industries arc to a large extent inopera-
tive. The obtaining of ore supplies will,
however, be continuous.

“It may bo mentioned that the first
voar’s operations of the smelters—1920—
disclose a profit of £1,375 3s. 6d. In that
year, as will be secn on reference to the
statement at the foot of page 107, the
price of copper was £95, but it has since
decreased to £66 18s. at 30th June, 1924.

“ In respect to lead, however, the pros.
pects are encouraging, as after falling
£10 in 1921, as compared with the pre-
vious vear, it has gradually recovered,
and at 30th June last it was worth £31.

“ At the request of the hon. the Dre-
mier, the financial position of the Chilla-
goe works and Mount Mulligan coalmine
was considered by the Under Secretary
Treasury, general manager State
Smelters, and mysclf, and after due
deliberation the following recommenda-
tions were submitted :—

“1. The accumulated loss on the work-
ing account of the Chillagoe State
Smelters, amounting to £281,821 17s. 9d.,
be written off.

2. The indebtedness to the Treasury

of the Mount Mulligan
£188.279 15s. 7d.—be written down to
£100,000.”

Mr. MaxwerL : That is how these concerns
are run on socialistic lines.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
tinues—

“ 3. The annual interest charges on the
Treasury liakilities of both uhderfakmfr“
be suzpended until either shows a surplus
after payment of working expenses.’

The report con-

That shows the position is almost a hopeless
one; yet the Minister in a perfectly satisfied
attitude revealed to us his opinion reqaldln"
this State mining venture! There is nothing
so serious in all our oxperence as the shdme-
ful and loose way in which the money of the
people is being expended in this direction.
The Auditor-General malkes it perfectly clear
in his report just where we stand in this
matter. On page 9 there is a further refer-
ence to the amount involved in this matter
in the Trust Accounts. It says—

“The excess in actual trading trans-

actions represent £765.647 8s. 2d.”

The Auditor-General then procceds to show
how that amount is made up, and the Chilla-
goe State Smelters Fund is shown to be
responsible for a debit of £723.502 1s. 4d., or
an increase for the year of £251,856 7s. 2d.

The State Advances Corporation (Settlers’
Branch} debit has increased from £29,297 2s.

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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7d. to £198,704 9s., an increase of £169,407
6s. 5d. The debit balance in connection with
the Workers’ Dwellings Branch has decreased
slightly. The State Enterprises Act Fund
shows an increased debit. I realise that
more than mining matters have been mixed
up in my references as I have been quoting
from page 8 of the Auditor-General’s report.
The matter is so serious that one can scarcely
realise what caused the Minister to give it the
complexion he did when referring to the
matter a few days ago.

The SEcrRETarRy F¥or MINES: You were not
here. I quoted a loss on the Chillagoe mines.
Do not put words into my mouth that I did
not use,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. gentleman
was perfectly satisfied with the conduct and
management of his department.

The Secrerary ror Mives: I did not say
so. You are putting words into my mouth
that I did not use.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The matter is so
serjous that I demand an exact statement
from the Government as to what they intend
to do in connection with their mining ven-
tures. The other day the Government im-
posed upon the primary producers and those
who travel an amount of £375,000 in addi-
tional taxation. -yet here we are losing
hundreds of thousands of pounds. Why
should the primary producer have to pay
extra taxation while this is going on?

Mr. HarTiEY !
keep Mount Morgan going?
amounted to £112,00C,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: This is a most
serious matter. No man would put his own
money into such a venture as the Chillagoe
mines, and I maintain that we should be as
careful of the funds of the country as we
are with our own funds.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Anybody can
make a profit out of produce, but iv is
difficult to make a profit out of mining.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The Minister has
tried to draw me off the track. The hon.
gentleman interjected about profit on pro-
duce. Had the Department of Agriculturs
and Stock not imposed on my fllel’lda in the
country, the producers of the land. a charge
of betweenn £5,000 and £6.000, instead of
having a profit of some £1,200 the State Pro-
duce Agency would havs showa a loss of
some £5,000. That is where produce comes
in, and prebably there are other businesses
experiencing the same conditions.

Mr. EDwarDs: They made that profit out
of the pockets of the primary preducers of
the State.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes, under the guise
of helping the farmer, the Government help
themselves. Something more should be said
on this sorious matter of shortages than has

Why pay extra taxation to
That taxation

been said by the Secretary for Mines. Look
at the loss on coal.
The SpcrerarY ror Mixes: There are no

losses on coal.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Every time the hon.
rentleman’s department makes a sale there
ts a loss on coal; whether it comes from the
Styx or anywhere clse, it does not cover the
cost of production,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
Department gains,

The Railway
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Minister, the general manager, or the staff,
et to the metal marvket, which is something
evir which we have no control, and to the
iy \m--v_-iun which still exists in the mining
tndustyy, Hon. members oppe ite ought io
appreciaia that fact. Arve we to close dovn
Chillagoe and all those many miles of rail-
way hecause we are living in a depressed
naninzr peviod, or are we to continue under
thoe policy suggested by the general manager
and keep the smelters woing and carry the
industry on until such time ns motal prices
improve? Apart from that loss, there is a
charge of £46,120 for interest on capital, but
I do not take that ity considerstiom: nd
the remaining loss is netually less thas the
loss on the great Mount Morgan mine, Yet
we do not hear the duilv papers eritieisivg
the Mount Morgan Company.

h'.\Ir Kmya: Tho taxpaers ave not paving
that.

Hon. W. I, Banxes: & good deal could
Tie said on the other side, too.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
taxpuyers are asked Lo foot a bill of £57,000
for the Mount I\Im'ﬁnn Company. There are
compensating benelits in keoping Chillagon
open. We get o much ingrensed revenue
through the Railway Department,  Tnstoad
of a few hundred pounds, it has increased to
several l-lyt:nu:-am‘{l pouud . We  keep
employens in the Ruilway Department and
1,500 men at work on the feld who weould
otherwive he out of employment.  After all,
one of the functions of a Government is to
find employment. T deeply deplore the fact
that we have a loss on Chillagoe, and the
hon. member for Warwick i+ quite wrong in
saying that T glor; in it.

I say distinetly, without fear of contradie-

fion, that the State coalmines are valuable
assets, and are highly successful. It is true
that we have sald coal more cheaply to the
Railway Department probably than we
should have done. Tt would be quite ensy to
show & big profit on the Bowen and Styx
Rivir and Baralabo conlmines, but we are
charging the same price,

Mr. Moore: You charge ns much as you
can get. or the private mines would run yon
out of busine.s,

_The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.
There is o private mine ns near to Mount
Morgan s the Baralaba State coalmine, and
the Mount Morgan Compnny is taking 100
toms of conl o day from Buaralaba, We are
selling thet coul at 14s, 8d, o tan.

AMr. Braxn; Tt costs you 175 4d. per ton.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was
eosting ne 17s, 4d. at the end of the finuncial
year, but T pointed out in my previous speech
that sinee 31st Muy the cost has averaged
18, a ton, and the profits have averpged
£150 a weelk. We have a now tunnel ang i
stvip af hali a mile of conl reads ta take out.
Morcover, in any private outerprise there is
always o loss in the initial stiges, and a lot
of the money spent at Baralaba was spent in
development work, and should be charged up
to tha whole of the conlmine, Hon. members
apposite do not understand mining.

Mr, Boaxv: You do not understand busi-
heEs,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In
all_conlmines vou bave to ga throuzh =
|1.nr|u<; of development. (Oppesition interjec-
tions.

[FHon. A. J. Jones.
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The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
pentleman addreess the Choir and not take so
much nolice of intevjoctions,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At the
Styx River coalmine, venresented be an hon,
miomibeyr on this side of the MHouse, we
charged £1 per ton to the Railway Depart-
ment and £1 Bs. por fon to othors. Those
figures prove that we give the Railway
Dojuitment « cheaper caal than it receiv
previoasly, At Collinseille we charge 14s.
por ton far slack eonl, 16 per ton for
unserevued coal, and £1 per ton for creened
eval. T Lave proved fram the figures of the
Reatlway Department that £44,000, vepresent-
ing @ profit of 28 per cenf, was saved
through one mine 1o the Ruilway Depart-
went, Had we eharged the Hailwiy Depart-
ment o higher price for coal

e, Bowarps: The Railway Department
=ould heve been in o worse position than it
iz in to<doy.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
all the ons  Government,  (Loughter,)
Cabinet deliberately decided to charge the
Railway Department a lower price for coal
than it was paying previously, We have the
vight to reduce the price of conl,

Mr. G. . Banxes: Why be generous when
you cannot afferd to be generons?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is
a price fixed for all time, and probably the
ouly reduction in price will be for overseas
frade. We ean make our mines profitable
ta the department at those pric s after the;
have gone through the perioc'l of development
and are in proper working order. There
is no copper mine in Ansiralin that can be
worked to-doy at a profit under present
conditions and while the present metsl prices
abiain, No mine is working at a profit.
One of the beit mines in the world s the
Mount Morgan mine, and I think it ranks
third as a dividend-payving mipe, but this
year it shows a loss, dospite the fact that
they were assisted the Government last
vear to the extent of £57,0°0, Tlon, mem-

ers opposite eay nothing about that, It
was probably better to do that than have all
the men employed by the Mount Morgan
Company thrown out of work and pluced
oir the labeur market or foreed to carey
their swags. That mine showed n greater
actual loss of £T7,000 on working exponses
than the Chillagoa State smelters.

Mr. ROBERTS (FKast Toowanmba): Tt is
shocking to hear the Minister oritioising
business poople and telling them what they
gshould do, and then to hoae his defenes in
connection with his own department,

The Beceerary ror Mixgs: This 15 a
speenls five industry, and vou do not appre-
ciate that faet.

Mr. ROBERTS: I recognise that the
palicy of the Government cannoi eontinue.
It has to reach a stopping point some day,
and I think that will be very shortly.

Mr. Erentmwstoxe: Hear, hear!

Mr, ROBERTS: The Minister told us that
tho ecoal frem the State coalmine is being
disposed of at a price less than the cast of
production. The accumulated loss on the
working account  of the Chillagoe State
smelters, amounting to £221.821, is to be
written off, and the indebtedness to the
Treasury of the Mount Mulligan coalmine
is to be written down by £88279. That will
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mean a lremendous dead loss fo the State
for all time, and on top of that (he taxpayers
areg told that no intorest is to be charged
until . profit iz shown, Ilowever hopeful
the Mirpister may be, it is my opinion that
under preseat conditions it will be m.ny years
Lefere any profit will be shown by these
activities, snd during that time therve will
be an increasing public debt as o result.
The Minister Etato:F that the Buralaba State
mine is produecing conl at a ecost of 17s 4d.
per ton and it is being sold at 14= 9d. per
tor.  VWhere is any Dusiness ability shown
there? It would be heonest and Fair to sell
the coal for at leat the cost of preduction,
nd then, if thers were any loss, it could be
explained. T want to know why the State
mines are being worked in competition with
private mines and sclling their coal at a
loss.

The cest of mining ennl at the Styx River
mminn iz 295, B per ton, and the department
is handing it over {o the Railway Depart.
ment at 20s. per fton. Drivale cnierprise is
boing supplied with it at 28s. a ton. 'That
is not fair.,  All should he treated alike, and
they should be made to pay the cost of
production,

I was looking up some figure ihis morn-
ine in counrcton with the Monnt Morgan
Company, and I find that they sre also to
be found at page 86 of the report of fhe
Aunditor-Goneral.  We are paymmg o vory
large amount of money to keep the men
working in that mine. The time will oon
arvive when the Government will have to
cease fo worle theso industrios af tho expense
of the State. 1t cennot be continuel. The
Governmoent state that thiow men must be
employed. It 15 unfortunaste if iher zhould
be unemployed, but we should ook for some
othor avenue where tliey could be profitably
employed,

Orpozirion 2MevMpers : [lear, hear!

Mr, ROBERTS: The assistunce given by
the Government to the Mount Movgan Gold
Mining Company, Limited, has been—

£
1922 (a few months) 12,862
R 45.952
1924 53.702
Tatal .. ..o £112.557

That expenditure is still conlinaing. The
only reszon that I ean imagine for the
rebates being  continued is that  the mive
happens to be in the electorute of the Home
Seeretary. I well romember the cceasion
when the application was before Cabineg, [
know the case which was put up for the
subsidy by the IHome Beeretary, who was
then a private memlor.  Av that time 1
could not e~ any jostification for {his rebate.
T confend that, if there 1= not a speedy
passibility of this industry paying, the con-
tinuanee of the expenditure will be a wilful
waste. We o not know what other indus-
tries this industry is competing with and
clasing up.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Any  hon.
membry who looks at this question from the
ly:aad aspeet of the welfare of the State and
the beuefit to the peaple will agrie that the

olicy of the Govornment with respeet to
Stat: coalmines is sound. Hon. membors
opposite stato that it is mot faiv that the
people of the State should bear the lasses
on the Stvx River and Baralaba State coal-
mines.  They shov their absolute lack of

[7 OcTopen.]
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lnowledge of mining when they eritivise the
Joss on the Htyx ﬁi\'ur mine  at l'lan'.luy,
which has only been opevating for about six
months, and the Bapalaba mioe, whicl has
bieen aperating for about three years. T will
undertake to say that, except in some surface
goldmine, no mine in Queensland + i shav
o profit in the first thres vedrs,

Mr. Moore: You ars wrong,
to o conlmine that did.

Mre. HARTLEY: "The poimt I dosive to
walo 12 that on both those fields private
vaterprise Tuiled. The Styx River mine i
e now disoverr.  When this Govermment
pame mto office it was keld by a syndicate
in Rockhampton, They had held it for =
tnmber of rear, and were waiting for the
time when the advent of a railway would
develop the country sod wmake the mine
profitable.  Fortunately  this  Governmoent
came into power in the meantime, and I,
with ene or two others. knowing of thesa
dleposits, indueed the Gevernment to develop
them, The peeple svho held the cosl leases
could have developed them.

My, MaxweLL: * Fools rush in”

Mr. HARTLEY : Well, this time it is the
angels who ave treading, Both the Barnlaba
and Bt x River conlmines wero hold by pri-
vate syndicates for ien or twelve years b(:(!nru
ih Stare nndertook  their  development.
W1 m the time is areivieg »hin these mines
vill he carning o profit, fhore is o great ary
that the money of the people is being thrown
away on them.

My, Kern: Of eourso, it is,

Mr. HARTLEY ; If the Styvx River mine
wis ahandoved tomorrow, e.oey mile of
country that has se far been prospected
would be rushed and taken up by syndivate..
That 1. what i= at the back of the criticism
of hon, members oppesite. It woull be
Letier for the * {at men ™ supporting those
lion, members politically if 1they posscssed the
Blyx mine, as they would be able to bleod
the railway serviee of the State by chuargin
eny price they liked for coal along the North
Cgnat Ratlway.  Beeause the Govermnens
hold that mine at present, thoy will be able
to have a half-way econl supply between
Mackay and Rockhempton, thus eonnsider-
ably reducing the cost of fund on the vail-
WHTS

I ean point

Three times the Geological Department
eondomned the St-x coalfield. In spite of that
condemnation on two ew usious  geutlemen
vreprescnting big companies, one in Seorland
o one in another place T am not going o
teention. asked me to stod oot of the road
of the development of the Styx mine, and
alloww  fhem o get possession,  One  was
preparved to put £70.000 into the Styx mine
and  the othor 240000 to develap that
ming as 4 conlmine, Tf it was of that value
tn those syndivates—one a Scoftish compuny
avd the other an Anstealian company—what
value s ir to ihe Statv? The vilue of the
Daralsba and the Stex eanlmines to the
Sture for the purposes af assisting railwayv
trensport, and also ialsr on for export pur-
nosos and for stenmship navigation, cennot
be estimated, Hon, momboes can got an idea
of their value Fram my statement—and it
curr be verified vers ensily hy friends of
hon. membere opposite. if desived —th it one
company was prepared {o pas £70,000 and
amather £42,000, even afier {he Ceoloric: 1
Nopartment in Brisbane had condemnad thi
Styx field threo times. In face of that and

My, Hartley.]
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of the encouraging results the Minister is
getting from both fields of the sute expansion
of the industries of the State, thus causing
a great demmi for coal loeslly, 1 hope that
this ** stinking fish " polic; of the Oppesition
will prove lo wworthless and the mines
will be shown to he of great value to the
Siate in the derelopment of a coal trade
in the Southern hemisphere.  Brs  having
these mines the Government are ahle to run
our railwavs much chorper thon they wonld
if they had to p«y through the nose to any
private enterpmise, and all the profits we
shall get eventualls will go into the peaple’s
Treasury, and 1ill be for the benefit of the
people, and not for the hig far friends of
hon, members oppasite—the racchorse-
owners and motor-cur owners. (Opposition
laughter,}

Mr. MOORE (Aulbignw): T want io reply
to the extraovdinare arguments put up by
the han. member for Fitzroy and the Secro-
tary for Mines, The hon. maember for Fitz-
rar  argued that the Government weive
perfeetly justified in sgpending publie money
on State coalmines, even if they were losing,
becanse some individual was prepared to
spend £70,000 of his own movey in a specu-
lutive enterprise. A private person s
perfeetly justified in 5pcnc{,ir|g his own v oney
on o speculative enterprise if ho likes, but
it is_a very different thing when you are
spending public funds. The hon. member
for IMitzray would be perfeetly justified in
putiing his own money on a harse ruce if
he likes to do so, but he wounld not be justified
in putting public funds on a horse rave.
(Laughter.)

The Brcretany FoR Mixgs: T quoted
Mount Morgan to show that Chillagoe was
rnot making a loss because of incompetency.

Mr. MOORE: The Mount Morgan mine
and the Chillagoe mines may on a
totally differont basis,. 1 do not krow
whether they are or not. All ve do know is
that the State is losing over £200.000 a year

on Chillagoe and other wmining

[2 p.m.] enterprises round about there.

aud the Secrctary for Mines
says that woe have ta continue that loss until
the rrreeu of metal increase sufficieatly to
voable the State to make a profit. We have
not the slightest ovidence to show whether
this is going to talke place in the near fulure
or in the distant future. It may never come,
It seems an oxtrnordinary position that we
have to go on losing a vast amount of moley
every yoar becnuse, as the Minister say., wo
liave not the opportunity of fixing the price:
of metul—that they nre fixed autside. Mining
enterprise is in no different position to any
other enterprise,  Take the ordinary pro
ducing indusiries, They have not the pewer
te fix their own prices. The prices are fixed
ut the world's nckets, and what happens
v hen the prices fised sre lower than thes
have beou accustomed to? It either means
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greater efficiency, working longer hours, or
working for less money. That is what has
Lappened to the farmers throughout this
Staie.

My, Corurxs: Is that what you advoeate?

Me. MOORE: It is not a question of what
1 advocate. It is being done. The hon.
niembor must know from the farmiers in bis
own disirict that, if the priees of produce
o down, ther have to work longer hours to
wmake ends meot or they maust ﬁnvv ¥r ater
cllictency. othervise they have to go out of
the industry. They do not get the Govern-
ment to comne to their assiztance, The Go-
vernmelit cannot assist eevey industry in the
State. It is nll very fine for the Minjsier to
say that the loss on Chillagoe is only £57,000
a vear, but he did not take into account the
£46,000 due for interest. The interest has
10 be paid by the State exactly the same ns
the loss on working expenses,

The SecreTary vor Mines: If you add the
interest to the los. in connection with Mount
Mlorgan, the lo's will be over £100,000,

Mre. MOORE: Mount Morgan is ron by
A private company. If they like to carry on
at a loss, that is their business, and it has
nothing to do with me at all. 1 the shar
holders like to pay calls, ov if they have an
acenmulated capital that they are preparcd
to lose, that is their look out; but it iz a
very different propositios when the State is
nsing public money upon a speculative
enterpriso.

Mr. Cotrins: The State subsidises Mount
Morgan.

Mr. MOORE: That is so, but I do noy
know whether it is a wise thing or not.
They do not seem to be getting any further
forward,

Mr. CorLrys: Why don't you declare your-
7 |

Mr. MOORE : 1 have declared myself. T
said at the time that I did not think the
State was justified in embarking on the
enterprise, and I do not see any end to it
I do not see that there is any use in going
any farther. If I could see that by paying a
stbsid. for one or two yerrs more they were
gaing to be pluced on a good footing, and
aTo ﬂlikr_']_v to be continued as o payable
indu try, there wonld be seme justification
for that, hut not if it is going to come to the
position of being a  totally unprofitable
mdustry.

Take the three State batteries at Chartors
Towers, Kidston, and Bamford. Each of
them shows a log. Bach of them appavently
iz not treating encugh stonp to be of any
ir lreet bomefit to the State, We have a
dehit balance at Charters Towers of £422
15:. 9d., at Kidston of £1,939 12s. 11d., and
at Bamford of £4.628 3s. 2d. On page B7 of
hiz report, the Auditor-General gives a sum-
mory of the trinsactions for 1023-1024—

—_— Charters Tovwers Lidston. Bamford,
{* Vrous ™).
Number of crushings ., . i 37 40 | 3
Ore treated . v . S0 tons 1,452 tons 24 tous
Treatment charoes s £372 185 11d. E553 155, url, £33 .
Lcss on operations for year L2317 24 1d.

Mr. Bevrorp: The £213 2s. 1d. includes
£165 62, 4d. for wages of caretaker.
Mr. MOORE: It is all loss.

[y, Hartley,

£65 .10s. 8d. £1,139 8, 1d.

Mr. Beprorp: What would you do with
the existing plant? Would you not take carc
of it?
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for Sivx River voal, and probably just as
effizient coal, too,

The SecRETARY vonr Mixgs: Llicy would not
have got it for tho price at which we have
been selling it.

Me. MOORE: They are getting il in the
rest of the State.

The Secrerary ror Mixes: Prior 1o the
opening of the Btyx River mine they were
paying £3 end £3¥ 7s. 6d. n tou.

Mr. MOORE: There is no doub, that
Blair Athol would be able 1o mine caal at a
very low rate. and that, were it given a
Caaner, it conld drive the State ont of busi-
ness, but the State 3 not goelvisg  wny
oo ntage out of i We are  simply
losing mone., snd it is high time the Govern-
ment took stock of the position with vegard
ta s=certaining vwhether, nnder the present
finaneial sition, wa cau afford to cast
aside lightle the whole of the fnrevest  hicl
sheald acerne to the State. It hax been
definitely stated that the awount mvalved
in these wvarious euterprises is not to be
linble to the payment of inter st until these
entorprises have become paying propoditions,

wre s o evidenee that there 5o likel
lwod of them venching o paying po ition,
In fact, all the evidence points to the fact
that thes are likely 1o go on losing iondefi-
nitely. Certain work which hould be earried
out 1= boing left undone heeanse the money
is being exponded in enterprises that aree
returning no benefit ta the poaple ar 1o the
State in genernl, and socl a stare of afluirs
should not be allowed to contine.

Mr. COLLINS (Bow-n): Since we had an
opportunity of discussing matters in con-
ueztion with mining wo have reecived the
Avlior-General's veport. 1t would be better
fae ull voncerned in discussing the Estimales
to hove that report placed 1n our hands a
lot carlicr in the xession,

Hoxourante Mesmsers: llear. hear!

Mr. COLLINS: I hope the Governmoent
will give consideration to thal mwatter iu the
near future, and will request 1the Auditor-
General te hurry up with his veport so that
we ean diseuss the Estimates in p proper
manner.  (Hear, hear!) Daring the discus-
sion on the Fstimates of the Mines Depave-
ment T was at a disadavitage, in common
with many other how monbers on this side,
in not having the full facts before we. Now
we have thc%ull funets before s ad 1 want
to peint ot to the Oppo-ition that all eor
State entorprisvs pre nol failores. T wonld
like 1o know where the Oppo ition peally
stind,  First of all, T weuld like to know
it they nve in favour of State enteyprises,
ov nre thoy opposed to all State euterprises ?
This Ye+No ottitude is not | tisfactory ra
me as n Goavernmeni suppovier. 1 realise
that the reason they wre complainin: qbout
Btate conlmines is beecanse ve have tikeu
certain dividends from the pockets of pr-
vite ecompanies and sharcholders. which
would have gone inte their pockets had
th +~ ! on no State coalmines in competirion
with their own, Tu New Sonth Walsa thes
vesed o have the Coal Vend, which wus o
wonopaly that could dietate 10 th  Niw
Suth Wales Government the price the Nee
Forth Wales Governmoent would hav  to pay
for their coal, just e+ we eould have an
arg eation in Queensland dictating to the
Queendand  Covernment what  they  would
Yave tn puay for Quecnsland conl. Wa have

L. Moaore.
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done away with that form of competition
by establishing our State coalmines,

Lt the truth in regard to these State coal:
mines be told to the public. I want the
Oppoesition 1o look ot the profiv and loss
aceount on page 86 of the Auditor-General's
report. I am onc of those who did not have
a commnercial fraining. booawse commercial
training veally means buring an article at
4d. and selling it at &b, and it docs not
require a groat ol of tenining to bhe
specesa jn that lime.  Under the hendine
< irofit amd Tos Accounts,” the Auditor
Goneral states—

“Affer allowing for an approved rate
of depreciation. interest on overdreaft (5
per eent. on loan and & per cont. on
trast) in coalmines that have reached
the production stige, and for depreein-
tien only on srsenie mine, the net profits
and losscs arve as under:—"'

T then woes on to show that the Bowen coul-
mine showed o profit of £338 11s, 4d, for the
vear. For the previous vear the Bowen coal-
mine showed a profit of £5395 Ts. 2d.

Orrosrmos Memsens: Give ns the nexu
on~, (Laughtey,)

Mr. COLLINR: Hon. membors apposite
ean langh, I will prove 1oy case before 1
it down, The Bowen Sinfe coalmine i+
shown to = indebted i the Teust Fund
Acpouni to the extent of £4,062 145, 4d.. and
1o the Loan Fund Accounti to the extent of
£76.182 0s. 2d. 1f we turn to page 88 of
the veporr, we read—

“Bowen  State  coalming—Saleabl
coal produecl. 74.866.65 tons.”

The faollowing items and fignres arve al=n
contained in  the DPeolit and Los

Arcoant :— ’
. .

“Ta Mine Working BEs-
frenses > .- 49427 T11
Repairs and Renewals 1733 0 10
Insurapecs . 159611 3
Depreeiation 1.967 18 3
Intorest to Tronsury 3635 6 0

Fares and 'I'ravelling
Expenses ... .. 25016 4

Cen ral FExpenses and
Royalt: 2,680 16 9

Profit on Year's Work-
mg o .. 238 11 4

Tatal £6198% 8 8"

Ay, Kerr: How mueh was paid in inconig
Lax?

e, COLLINE: T elwars considered that
the peeft on any money that T have had 1o
ivest v as the intovest on my capital, Well,
wee lid that the Bowen Btnte  conlmite,
aftor paying interest on eapitnl inve fed,
roealtios. deproci tion, aud all chargos that
cre made in every busivess, shows a proat
on the yvear's workine of £538 11s. 4d.

Alr. Moose: What ave the losses on the
orher Bfute coalmines?

Alr. COLLINS: Stote enterprices hiove, in
my opinion, to show a cash profit to be a veul
suece==. They have to ~how z peafit to provids
for their dey lonment as well as 1o pay

interest on the canitn.] invested, T might
illustrate that in  this manner:  If  the
management of the Bowen State enalmin:

thought it advisable to sink a <hafe 10 miles
away from the vresent one we wonld require
money from the Bowen State coalmine 1w
cuable that shaft te ba sunk to carry on
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developmenial work. That is what T vould
vall a paving proposition. That is what I
have bevn tryiug to teach the conlminers in
iy olector e,

Mr, Cosimrio: You should teach that to
the Gavernmens, too.

Ay, COLLINS: Let us twn back again
tn pexe o of the report of the Anditor
Chuae sl and we find—

=1t Gu nated thet the cate of deprevin
tion hins leen of suel an nmonns s will
vt developmental eosts to nil i end
of twonty years.”

That is ot my stutement, Lot the statemait
of a goml aon whom we are paying 2
fwirly large calars to andit the accounts of
the Siate. 1le hos been teained in busive s
imethods. The Aunditor-Gereral  further
tntis—

" Profits wee redue d fron £5.01
1%= € in 1922.2%, to £375 11.. 4. thi
yoar,

CNere ed epc I=The  demand for
sepe el coal (over 14.000 tons o' I diving
voar)  neeessitatedl the  cpeetion of an
up-to-date sevcening plant, which is being
vou trneted,

That goos b show, seeording to the report
of the Auditor-General, that sivoe the Dowen
State coslining les reached the peoduecing
«tage, it has shown a profit of over £5.000.

Mr. Corser: Ave you going to read the
logse on the other coiddmine?

Mr, COLLINS: I sm satislied that o mav
like Johm Drown. one of the Targest coal
proprictors it New South Wales, would be
ruite willing to pay £100,000 for the Low:n
Stato coalmine.

Me. Foy: ITow do rou know?
been talking to him?

Mr. COLLING: I have not bLecno thir,
yoears coun-cted with mining in this State
ta knov that it is not necesssry to fus vy
the scnseless  interjection of the hon,
gentleman.

Mr, ¥ry: I think it was & veey censible
interjection.

Me, COLLINS: Let me try to jeave the
voneon for hon. members of the Opposition
somplaining abeut our State coalmines.
Hon, members opposite are in favour of the
shipping companies,and their Triends vsed to
sond (heir eoal from the Southern mines 1o
the North, which meant profits to the ship-
owners,  0OF course, hon, meombers opbosite
are e to the peaple with whom they ave
nssacinted, T hope they will eontinme o e
teue, aird thea we shall know exuetly where
they are. This morning I asked the Seers-
rary for Railwa:s the following questions—

1, What was the cost of voal 1u the
Railway  Derartment at Bowea  aml
Towusville lbcfore the apening of the
Boven coallfields?

“2. What has been tho saving to the
Railvay Department on coal usd from
the Bowen State coalmines sinee tho
opening of the Bowen eoalfield @ "

The answer I roceived was—

“1, 42-. 3. a ton ta Bowen; 30:, Al
per ton to Townsville.

g £89,923 to the end of Seplember,
1924. The price paid of present for
unsereencd  voal at  Collinsville  State
mina is 16s. Allowing for a freight of

1824—4 q

Have yrou

[T Ocroser.]
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id. per ton per mile the price at Towns-
ville would be 22s. 10d. approximately
anid nt Boven 18s, 3d. per ton approxi-
mately."

That s the auswer to the Opposition. Nol
ouly ders the Bowen Stale coalmine show o
profit of over £5,000 since it veached the
vroducing sgtape, but it he savel (he Ragl-
way Department up ta the end of Sepreniboe
of this year no less a s (han £89,923
That is wot the only good vesnle w0 far as
North Queensland 1 coneeritedd,

My, Forey: That compensates for the lo-s
on the State conlmines.

AMMr. COLLINS: As my fricad the hon.
smember  for  Leichhardt  interjects,  that
saving more than covers any deficits on the
three coalmines at Bowen, Styx River. and
Baralaba. 1 believe that in future the Bowen
Btate coalmine will be one of the most
valuable aescte that any Covernment could
TISS0E

GoversMENT Mexsers : Iear, hear!

Ar. COLLING: T am satisficd that even
if vur friends oppasite gol into pover they
wonrld not darve, after the Bowen coalming
has been in operation for another two years,
1 sell ta private ownors.

GoviryMesT MEMBERS ; Flear, hear!

My, COLLINS: Thire bha: been another
geoad result. By the very lact of our estab-
vushing that eoalmine ve have incren nd
sotrlement in the Novth. When this Govera-
ient took offico there was nothing but trees
and bush at what 15 now Collinsville. 1
Lnow as 1 wvisited the loenlity mysslf. Now
sve have two thrivieg fowi-hip, one at the
sState eoilmine which 18 ealled Collio-ville,
and another 3 miles awsy and which is called
Scotville, named after By Ilall Seatt, the
chairman of the Dowen Consolidated Mine

3p. Kxe: That is a private mine.

Mr. COLLINS: Yes, It gives us an
vpportunity of testing the arguments of hon.
members oppodite in the matter of a State-
cwned mime and one owned privatel, —

The SPEAKER: Ordor!

Alr. COLLINS : There wo have on the one
Land a State-owned mine and 3 miles away
v have a privately-ovned mine which will
enable us to make a comparvisen in the

working of the two mines. Ha: the
privately-ownpd  mine proved 8 stieces:
and been uble to pay dividends®  Anyone

vequainted with mining lnows full well that
it takes time to develop mines.  As the
Aunditor-Cenernl points out, e en in conmec-
tion with State coalmines they need an up-
to-date seveoning plant at Powei. [ am
sitisfied ve need nol be disheartine]l at
ithe B4atn coalmines. Thev ave going to be
a valueble asset to the State, I want in
empisica the same poine that T used on the
Bowen eoalficlds. I said it was no use soid-
inr me mto Parliament to advoeate the
bringing about of n ro-aperative co vimons
wialth unless we had eooperators in the
<haro of the workers in genorsd behind us
1 wm satisfied th.t, slen our own prople
working in our State realmines realise the
trie position, they will give us as goed a
voturn =a far as labour is cnmcerned as they
rise. Chillages 1s a
mwatter that requires nrosa attention.
Mr. Costeneo: That is the other fellow's

clectorate.
Iir. Collins.]
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Mr, COLLINS: It is not a quostion of
being  in the other fellow's olectorate.
Evor; one knows that I have stood up against
all eriticisms in this House in reiation ta
metters appertaining to my own electorate,

and T have ulvays come out on

[2.30 p.m.] top.  Chillagoe  wants _ close

examination, if what the Mimster
sa=s is true, that we shall not be able to pro-
dice copper at a profit until it reaches £80
per fon. As I sain!l enrs ago, unless we can
produce copper at £70 per ton, Queen:land
will have to get out of copper production.
Anvone who has read the history of the
great copper mines in the United States of
Amcrien  knows that they sre producing
cnormous guantities at a low ecost owing to
their leuchm% processes and other modern
appliances, They have huge deposits, and
they are not trenting u few thousand tons a
vear, but hundreds of thonsands of tons, and
we shall either have to get these huge
deposits or our moethads will have to be
improved if we are ta compete in the world’s
markets.

Coming ta the romorks that have been
made about the iron und steol works, and the
expenditura moentioned  in the  Auditor-
Coneral's report, 1 am one of those wha hope
that the Government ware not going to
abandon thal proposal,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, COLLINS: I thought 1 would be in
order in rveferring to the matier on this reso-
hution.

The SPEAKER: Order! This resolution
has to do with the vote for ** State Mining
Operations.”

Mr. COLLINS : This has to do with mines,

Mr. Consgr: It is only a dream. Tt is not
a mine,

Mr. COLLINS: It is referred to in the
Auditor-General's roport under the heading
“ Depariment of Mines.”

The SPEAKER: Order! This resolution
deals with * State Mining Operations,” and
I hepe the hon, member will coanline his
vermmarks to that question,

Mr. COLLINS: Some of the moncy spent
hy the department, aceording to the Auditor-

eneral, was spent in invesiigating iron ore
doposits in various parts of the Stato. While
the amount of £49,000 moentioned by tne
Auditar-Goeneral seema o fairly largs sam, T
hopo the Govervment are vot going to aban-
don the iron and stecl works proposal—

The SPEAKER: Order!| Order!

Mr, COLIINS: And that further investi-
ations will be made in regard to iron ore
oposit-, #0 that in the near future we shall
be able to demonstrate that when we do
emboerk in that undertaking we are able to
gil our iron ore nearer than we understood
would b the ease whon wo were discussing
the establishmens of iron and sieel works.

Referonee has been made to the question
of establishing an export trade in conl. Had
the iron and steel works been established at
Bowon, there would have been no need to
worry ahout an export trade for coal, because
the consumption of these vorks would have
becn so great that there would have been
from 509 to 1,006 moen working at the Bowen
State coalmine, instend of 165 as at present.
Tt would also have meant that we would have

[Myr, Collins.
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had thousands of people settled on the land
to supply the newd: of coal miners on the one
hand aund the people engaged in the smeltin

af the iron ore and the manufacture of stee
on the other hand.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): T do not think we
can leave the matter where the houw. member
for Bowen left it. He has denlt vith the
Btate coalmine at Bowen, but he would not
give us the lesses in cownection with the
other coalmives, He said that there had
been a profit last year in connection with the
Bowen State mine of £333, and he made o
zood deal of the fact that intevest and royal-
ties had been paid.

My, Coturxs: Also depreciation and otlier
things.

My. KERR: His faets in regard to the
Boewen State conlmine are quite correet,

The hon. member is looking for a declara-
tion as to what we ns an Oppesition would
do in regard fo these ventures. 1 have no
hesitution in stating where we stand in
vegard o this matter. According to the
Auditor-General's report, the Baralaba State
coalmine shows o loss on last year's brans
actions of £4886 141 Bd,; Styx, No. 2, n
loss of £14,384 3s. 9d.; and the balonce of
sccount on the wrong side as at 300h June
last in the oas  of Baralaba was £6,756
Ts. 5d., and in the case of Styx, No. g
£19.303 10s. 5d. The net loe s on last yoar's
transactions alone en Staie conlmines was
£19,524 4s. 8d., und the accumulated debit
on 30th Juue last was £34,328 11s. Od.

I have given the operations of the State
coalmines. It is impossible for the Minister
ta believe that overything is all right with
the State coalmines,

Mr. GuepsoN: We are waiting for an
argument from you.

Mr. KERR: Tho AMinister referved to the
fact that royalties are being paid by the
various mines as well as interest and depro-
ciation, Of course, royalties are being
charged in the Bowen State coalmine as
stated by the hon. gentleinan, but have
royalties been Eald by the BDaralaba mine?
OF vourse they have not. It is like the Stato
sawmills in rvegard to the timber arcas
When the rovalties are charged they are
waid back 1o the State to make the aeconits

lanee as near as possible, It is no use the
hon. pentleman taking up the attitude that
everything is as it should be with regard to
thesa mines. You have to awvalyse the posi-
tion of the Trust Fund mone:s a ﬁttle
further.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing the Trust
Funds in connestion with Stute enterprises,
and I must ask him to refrain from so doing.

Mr. KERR: T want to say that all this
money which is being lost 1o the State is
not enly loan money, but also Trust Fund
money, and it 1= time we had a stocktaking
in regard ta it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KERR: This meney is put into State
coalmines, and no hon. member omjmitn has
given any just reason why we should continue
losing this money,

Mr. Harmey: Would you do away with
the State coalmines?

Mr. KERR: I certainly would not retain
all the Stite coalmines to-day. The Govern-
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o multer of taking it out of one pocket and
]\uilm;! it into another. These figore: show
the forinightly cost of production-

Fortnight ended— Crost por tan.

F T
3lst May RO i o
14th June .
M Tane . o .. 12gf
12th July A e o 1B 0F
26th July . 14 G
ath Augast ... S .
23rd Auwoust .. I U U
6th Beptonibeor S .

[ravinge the lnar thres mowhe the prolit on
operating costs has been £1,760, [n iy ease,
oven if this «did sho o bookkeesing lo s,
the fact remoins thot 1o large o et o8
teansport, soch as the eailway s chant s, cad
afford to buy vonl Trom o privat: owner,
The  PBraken il Propeietar:  Cotnpany—
vhioh does not veguies anztbio Tike tha
auantity of econl vequived by our railway
s fem—idiseo ered it owar hoiog Ditten lie
private enterprise, and dooidel to oliain
a mine of its own.

Mr. MANXWELL (Foaomwany) s N short (ime
aga whon the Chillagoe snpeltess were under
fli-enssion, the Minisfey poinied out that the
mines opersting in commection with that ven-
ture had arvived at sueh a stoge ther they
were going to bo conduct d on proper bisiness
lines. 1 ecan searcel= follow the argwment
of hon, members opposite in connection with
such o sevious mattor, snd 1 earnot widor-
stand them treating it with o eortain amonne

of levitr. The Auditer-Ceneral says, ot page
100 of his report—

At the request of the Hon, the

Prewicr, the financial pozitien of 1l

Chillagoe works and Mount  Bulligun
coalmine was consideved by the Under
Secrotary  Treasury, General Managor
State smeltors, and mysclf, and after duos
deliberation, tho following veconmonda-
tions were subnitted :—

1. The accumulated loss on the work-
ing account of the Chillagor State
smelters, amounting to £531,621 17s, 8d.
ba written off.

2. The indobtednoess to the Tevpanry
of the Monut Muolligan  coalmine—
£188 279 15s. Td.—to lLie written down
to £100.000.”

The thing seoms fo be a mou=irosity; yol
we have hon. member oprosite freating the
position  with levity, and trying to make
the people believe thar it vcs absoloiel:

essential to write off those amounts ra koep
the men m employment at Chillagoe and
in the mines worked in connection s:ith the
Chillagoe smelters. 1t siands to reasga that
this state of affairs cannot go on unles we
are preparcd {o vun up against o dead end,
It is not that the Government do not realise
the position. 'The Seeretary for Mines took

cemception to the statement made by the
on. member for Warwick that the hon.
entleman was optimistic in Ieading  the

Touse to beliove that the mines wore going
ta present a different appenranee alto thor
Until T analysed the Auditor-General’s report
1 was under the impression that the Stme
mines wele going to assume a betler paying
aspect altogether after hearving the Minister's
speech,

ITan. members on this side of the House
are criticised  because we have had  the
temerity to draw the attention of the publie

[Mr Bedford.
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There iz no necd for wvs
10 draw the attention of hon. mewdhioes oppo-
site to the pesitivn, They kuow i, There
is only one thing we coull do and that 1s to
thrasy the aiteniion of their bosses—the peoph
ouf=ide—lo it,

Mz, WeIn: Not your bosses?

WM. MALWELL: Yes, our boses too, but
wi cen oo pe froe men end are nob shecklod
i any wiy. The third recommendation sub-
mitted Dy the officials on the position of the
Brate smeltors was—

“he annnal intercst echavens on the
Tiooney liebilities of bot'h nndevtakings
b enspended wntil either sho g a surplus
ofer payanent of working expon gz
After Lhiraring the vomarks of the hon. mea-
ber for VWarrego, naturally i v with a
cartan mmeount of temeeity that ooy hau.
poomibor on this cide should darve to eriticise
ihie oo tler; but we have tho roport of 1he
\uc.nrnrd’.mmnl and that is better than the
up:mun of this heavon-lern financier and
uintng  magnat . On prae 103 of  the
\nditor-General’s veport the follwiing para-
sraph appears i —
“The  following tabile  hows  the
ind hiednesq to the Treasury dating from
3uth June, 1920 (the mu.'mr_m), 1o dth

to the position,

June, 1824:—
£
1920 .. 243.06M
1821 .. 292,213
1922 ... 525,169
1923 .. i . 710,618
1824 .. .. 74,830

Tt will hr- seen that the sourly ineroase
in the indebtedness has been potaistent,
and last voar amounted to £264 212 over
the previous year."”

Then the report states—

Tt has now been dreided to dizcon-
tinuo the charging of inferest nutil ihe
viorks are in a position to pay same, as

per  Treasury  letter 26tk Septomber,
19237

11 interect at the vate of 6 per cont,—which

n a low rate—was charged, it would mean

£56.000. After all tlis mones ha. been

1.‘:10\\:: away in these sinks—amd they are

sinks—ye ave asked what we would do.

What would we do to meet sach a posifion
in the conduct of our own busines: or as
direetors of a conecern?  Wo would wipe
them out.  The Gavernmenl are suppo od to

b the divectors of the peaple's pstate. How
arp  thoy Lnnductlug that husiness? We
huve an  example in the rveport of the

Auditor-General, It is timoe thet hon, mom-
Lers on this =ide spoke with o very pro-
nounc W veice, maore pavtienlatly with regard
to the Secretary for AMines in his =had:
transactions, beeanse T gay undeubtedls they
nre shady.

The S8ECRETARY FOR MINTLS (Ion.
A J. Jones, Puddington): 1 iise to o point
of order. The hon. memhey for Taov siye
made veference in his speech to mys If and
~vid that my teansactions were shady, Thut
omirk is partienlarly offersive to me. and
I s that he should bo ealled wpon to with-
draw if.
My, ATAXWELL :
withdraw it.
The SPEAKER: If tho hon. member for
Toowong said that the fransactions of the
Secretary for Mines were shady, he must

If it is offtnsive, T will
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know that the vemark was not in arder, and
he mnst aceordingly withdreaw.

My, MaxwerL : If the hou. gentleman eon-
siders it offensive, I will withdraw. T did
not refer to him personally.

GloveEssMeNT MeuMBERs: You did,

The SPEARER: I lope that the
member will withdraw the vomnrl

Mup. Maxwern: Al right, in deferonge to
you, M, Speaker, T will withdvaw ir

Mr Manrtney: You ought to be azhamed
of =uving it

My, GLEDBON (FTuswesich): Tt was net my
intention to sar anything fuarther on hic
vote, but after the rewavks of ihe hon,
member for Tooweng somethicg should bo
said. We ghould point pat where the loss
has been.  The kon. membor Tz tried to
make the Housr and countey believe that
the Government weroe rosponsible Tor thos lo-y
en the Mount Mulligan coalmine,  Privite
enterprise was responsible for the loss there.
It was not the fuult of the Covernment at
all,  They had just taken over the ine,
and they had te take over the linbilities that
hnd accumulated for s number of vears
under private enterprise  managemoent--the
management of the &hills:gne Mining Caom-
pany, Limited. That eomapany refused to
give the Government the Monut Mulligin
coulming al the time when they handed
cver to the Government the Chillagoe
smelters and the Ftheridgs Railway, They
hung on to the Mount Mulligan coslmine, and
snid they would wet give it to the Govern-
ment bul would work b themavlves. They
then entered into an agrveement to supple
the Government with coal at 27s. 6d. per ton,
but were unable to earry out the agrecment.
They reecived an advance from 275, 6d. to
825, a ton from the Government. but they
wers still unable to carry out the contract,
Consequently they aceumulated a defieit of
£143.905 on the warking of itheir mine,
This may be secu plainly in the Auditor
General’s  report.  Notwithstanding  those
facts, the hon. member for Toowone gets up
in this House and blames the Government
for the loss on the Mount Mulligan mine,
The hon. member knows thai the Government
lind to take over from the Chillugoe Minin
Company, Limited, the lass of £148,80
which stood against the AMount Muolligan
e,

Anvone who understands the eondirions of
mining knows that with au output of about
200 tons a day it is simply impossible to
enrrs on if there is a  capitalisation of
£188,279. That is what the Governnent had
to shonlder.  That money was expended
before the Government toak aver the Mount
Mulligan mine, "The Chillagoe Mining Coti-
pany. Limited, stavted their mining opera-
tions and commeneed the erection of ecole
avens. They started to dig them oot of the
solid rock at an excessive cost, instead of
pincing them on top of the rock. The Go-
vornment would never have done that, By
such methads private ent yprise van up a
big eapital eost for whielh there was no
need.  When it was decided to give the
project best, the Government rvealised that
they could not carry en successfully with this
ereat capital ecost. The hon. member for
Toowong should be honest, and not charge
the Government with the cod of the Mount
Mulligant blunder. The Gavernniernt took
the praposition  over when  the eompany
could not carry on any longer; they toak
over the whole lubility, swith an aeoumulatod

Lion,
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eupitalisation of £188,279. This weant
nearly 4s. a lon extra to meet interest alone.
The whale thing was ridiculous.  No coal-
mine could enrry on under such conditions
with such a huge capitulisation. I do not
blame the Government for what they had to
do when taking this misk. The did the only
povsivle thing.  Much moncy has beon spent
i a direetion that will never be of any
Lemefit, and it should be viped off, and not
romgin as a cliwrge against the prodiction
of the mine.

The same thing applics with reeard (o
othes  State mines,  Baralaba  has been
charged wirth the cost of mismunagement and
treuble of which, I suppose. this Government
has to bear the brunt. The mine was over-
canitulised, and the eapitul cost should be
brought down to a senle that will allow the
mine an opportunity of showing what it ean
do. A ha= been pointed ont by the Minister,
the mine is begicning to right itself, but no
coalmitic can right itzelf il it is to he
burdened with a cost that is not a right
eharge ngainst it. We know that the posi-
tion, according to the Auditer-General, is
not as good as it might bes but the Opposi-
tion should use fair arguments and bLlame
the Government onls for that which they are
respansible for, and not blame them for some-
::lhfng with which they have had nothing to

o.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) : If it is true that
the Governmeut took aver a ceriain [ability
in regard fo the Mount Mulligan mine, and
udvanesd =emething like £140,000 to the
owners of Mount Mulligan, as stated by the
hon. member for Tpswich, then it is no cradit

to  the Government. If they

[3 pom,]

sdyvaveed that enormous sum of

money tn the Mount Mulligan
peaple witheul finding ont the exuact position
of that mine, then ther are guilty of gross
negligenca in that parbiculer. and T fail to
sew that there is anything in the argument of
the hou. member for Ipswich, who endea-
voured to saddle the blame on to someone
olse,

With veeard to the saving spoken of by
hon. members in regard to the coal supplied
to the Railway Department, I am of the
opinion that that saving could still hava been
effected, and the money which has been lost
on the State conlmines still be in the heands
of the Government if they had bought their
ennl fram private enterprise. Notwithstand-
ing the staternents that huve been madae heve,
T &till eontend thal the priviate coalmines in
the Central district conld have sapplied the
wants of the Government, and the money
that has bean oot wonld never have been lost.
Anyone who knows anything about mining
knows that, when o field gocs down or peters
out, the mining machinery, no matter how
good it may be. is practically worthless, Tt
is practically only “crap ivon, and I really
cannot understund the Government advane-
ing sach a large sum to the Mount Mulligan
people.

When the Government first embarked on
mining it was one of the mest ealpmitous
ventures that this State ever took on, and I
feel gure thai the Governmeng would be anly
too glad of an opportanity to retrieve their
stops.  If {hey only knew where these things
were going to lead them, they would never
have taken them on under any consideration
whatever. However, the= did embark on
thews ventures, and we have to make the

My, Taylor.)
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hest wo can of them. We know Chillagoe
has been a disastrous failure, and now we are
told that £280,000 is going to be written
off. That is & very nice way of disposing of
a deht or a loss, Tt is w groat pity business
people canvot wipe out their lossns in a
similar way. If they could, everybody would
b in busidess, and things, no lﬁmbt* would
‘!‘;e all vight, bui, unfortunately, they eannot
«lo it,

In addition to the £280,000 which has Lad
to be written off in connection with Chilla-
gon. an amount of £100,000 is to be written
off in connection with Mount Mulligan, We
might just as well wipe off the whole lot at
once, because it is going to be o total loss.
It is guite evident from what we know, and
what we sce, that the whole of that morey is
geing to be lost. As T have said on several
occasions, if that money bad been spent in
North Queenslind in permanent dovolopment
work, the Minjeter would have something to
ghow for it; but he allowed himself to be
onrvied awiy by his ideas as jo what mining
wis going 1o do for the Srate of Queonsland,
His judgment led him pstiny, and as a con-
sequence the State iz involved in a loss in
conneetion with these ventures—not of tens of
thousaneds of pcunds, but of hundreds of
thousands of pounds,

Wo are told now that a new system of
worlting is being propeced so far as Chilla-
goe is goncerned—that it is zoing to be mad
n'ieunnn.al occupation or something of that
kind. Why was rot that done before? Why
was it left unril this late pericd? We have
had several different systems of aperation
tried, yot the enierprise has been going to
the bad all the time. The “Minister told us
in his speech on the Mipes Estimates that
he suw no reasomable prospect of copper
begaming & parable propositicn far quite
long time, 0 far as he was eble to judge.

The Becrerary ror Mixes: Not until wo
have upto-date treatment.

Ay, TAYLOR: From what has been said
here this afternoom, and from what we
otherwise koow. the totnl production of
copper in Queensland in comparison with the
warld's production is only a drop in the
burket compared with whut is produced in
the world. How is the Minister, with the
negligible quantity of copper we produes,
going to introduce {he methods af which he
speaks? e knows that we have no hope
of introducing such methads. We have the
right to give the Department of Mincs the
ot sivery eritivisna we pos ibly enn in
connection with its o wrations for the post
year, and in fac- for several years pust, The
arsenie mine, according to the Minister, is
likely to show a profit for the wvesr., It
should have shown a profit before this vear,
because the Minister told us this afteenoon
that the Department of Public Lands paid
the arsenic mine at Jibbenbar the differenca
between the £10 a ton. st which the arscnic
was sold, and the cost of production, so that,
contrary to what we were lod to think. the
arsenic mine lost nothing at all in welling
s arseniec to the Department of Puhlie
Loands at £10 a ton. There was an idea
prevalent in the public mind that the prsenic
wits being -old at £10 s ton, and thet the
lors swas being chargod fo the mine. Now
we are told that that loss is not being
chayged to the mine, but that the mine is
gotting the full eost of prodnction for all
tha arsenie which it sells to the Department
af Publie Land.. Wiih that knowledge, I

[Mr. Taylor.
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say that the arsenic mine should have been
in a better position than it is in to-day.

1 hape that the Minister will not take on
any mare mining ventures of any kind, and
that, il any of those £100,000 buyers for
conlmines whom the hon, member for Bowen
mentioned this afternoon come along he will
not let them get out of his office until he has
aold some of these mines and got a deposii.
T helieve it would be good business for the
State, and I think the Minister will be well
ple sed if he conld only get relioved of them.

My. Hartier: It would be good business
for the mining speculator,

Mr. TAYLOR: If it iz good business for
the mining speculator, it ought to be good
business for the State. The State mines

ave a customer for all the coal they puk
out. They have the Railway Department
for a customer, and there is no competition
in that regard, What is good for the one
should be good for the other. The State
coalmines have been the canse of a lot of
the inereased taxation which is b :n.g]-;m;wscd
to-day, and they certainly have been the
causa of the loss of thousand: of pounds
which has to be made up by the taxpayers
of the State.

My. DEACON (Cunningham): Aftey listen-
to hon. members on the Government side I
feel very sorry for the Sccretary for Mines,
who has my deep sympathy. The Govern-
ment closed the Warra coalmine, which was
a loss. They supply the Railway Depart-
ment with eoal, and yet they cannoct make
their mines pay. So far as copper mining at
Chillagoe iz eoncerned, if the Government
are keeping the mines and smelters going
merely for the sake of giving men work.
it would pay them to closa down the mines
and warks and give the men £2 a weck each.
You have only to look at the number of
men employed to see that the State would
save maney in that way.

T listened fo the hon. member for Bowen.
who spoke of the Howen coalmine and said
what a good proposition it was. T feel sorvy
for the Scerctary for 2ines beeause this
year it is worse off than before and it
should have been better. Tt is the same
mine, and, if o mine is being developed, the
position should be hetter instead of much
warse. Yot we are told that the mine has
a larger production and the same plant and
the same men are at work, and still the
rosult is wor e,

After liewving tho hon, member for Fitzroy
and the hon, member for Bowen as mining
experts, I have come fo the conclusion that [
will not have anything to do with mining.
So far as Barslabn and the Styx River are
concernedd, I have heard sshat another hon.
member has said in this Chamber—a mem-
ber who knows much more about mining
than I do. and he showed how those mines
would never pay as compared with the Blrir
Athol mine. It would be much better for
the Govermment to eut the loss at Baralaba
and Strx River and take over the Blair
Athol mine, where there is some eoal to be
got. It is bad business to carcy on a bad
enterprise. 1f wo are going in for coalmining
a3 n State enterprise, let ns have a place
where there is coul, If we are going in
for copper-nining, let us go to a place where
there is copper. At the present time we are
sinking money in places where thera 13
neither coal nor ecopper, and, if the Govern-
ment decide to go on, I hope, for the sake
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1'Et_;11'od|;:-1‘.i\l'g souree where the sume Whges
will be paid as are being paid by the lusing
verture,

The hon, member for Bowen asked what
would we do in connection with these lasing
ventures.  We have already plainly tolil hoi.
menibers opposite what we wonld do.  Wao
would give them o fair trial on their neris

and it they were proved ot to be o fair
lLusiness propasitton,  we wonld not carry
them on,

Phat iz whar we ask tha Liavern-
nent to do, The Govermment boave wivel
sume of thee ventuees teial on trial, and
the voalmiues at loast have shown los Uit
Qs5,

The BecErTARY FoR Trmnc INsTRUcTION :
Would you create compeotition and wip them
out by aliowing private enterprise {o cliargn
what priccs i6 liked in ovder to oxtin.uish
them ? .

Me. VOWLES : That is mevcly an actifioial
way of teying to justify bad buiness.
Private enterprise could mine its cosl at a
decent price.

The BrcreTARY Fom Preuie INstRrCcrios
Look at the way the butehers used to run
up the prices of meat,

Mr. MAXWELL: Don't get on to the State
buteher shops,

Me. VOWLES: If the Government pro-

pose to run State enterpriscs, they must run
them on busioess lines, othorwise they do
not act houestly br the peopic who have to
find the vevenue and vefund the prust moneys
which hive been used in these ventuves. 1f
the Government are a~rave that these losing
concerns will continue to be lozing concerns,
they are not carryiug out the trost reposed
in them by the people wha returned them
to power.
I have often referred to the money which
ia being lost annually in State batterics.
State batteries ure all vight in a minoyw way
50 that prospectors can have thoir ore
treated; but when we indulge in minin
ventures in the gigantic manney in whic
the Government have done, and then have
the hon. member for Ipswich coming along
with the apology that the £88.000 written ol
as u dead loss was not the result of Govern-
rieent action at all, but the mistakes of a
private company, then the aetion of the
sovernmant in holstering up a losing con-
cern by pgoing in as mortgagee and con-
tinuing the loss, instead of writing it off
and cutting it, was very enlpable indeed.
To Eartﬂ‘]}. oi the mine in the future with that
knowle ?c 1s only paving the way for groater
inslsue‘ trugt that the Government even ot
this stage will realise their responsibilitios
?f office, Thoy are not in office b pla
‘ducks and drakes” with publie funds. If
they intond to carry on business in opposi-
Han o private individuals, they should earry
on that business in a legitimate manyoey,
They are not dealing with their own funds.
but arve in the position of trustecs with o
solemn duty to porform, and that duty s to
see that the funds entrusted to them are nat
misused.

Resolution 75 agread to.
Resolutions 76, 77, and 78 agreed to.

Resolution 19— Department of Public
Lands’'—

My, BEDFORD (Warrego): The examples
that T am about to give on the matter of

[y, Vowles.
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this vesolution are locally confined to the
Warvego, but in realit; they have a State-
wide and generally an Australinn-wide appli-
catiom, The paesition of the pastoral indus-
tey as regards wool cannot well be bettered ;
but. scemng that £49.000,000 worth of the
total of £56,600,000 worth of the clip of the
vear belore was exported as greasy wool, ane
would watpeally believe that the Inbour
market of the Btates and the pastoral
iddostry gonevally af the States should be
hielped B the Commonwealth putitng an ex-
pert dut  on greasy wool. The present elip
1= p=titnnted as worth £64,000,000, und in the
motbir of exchange alone the pastoralists of
Auwitralin  could  seeuce  an  ulditional
£2.000,000 by insisting on Awvsiralion credit
for wool purchases being made in Australin,
so foaking us independent of the ypeosent
cxchange ving on ihe other side of the
world.

The remody gonerally for the condition of
the wanl frade—which looks as if it has not
one backward feature in it, by reason of an
abnormal price for wool—is that, if there was
a higher duty placed on woollen manufac-
tures, there would be a better price obtain-
able for the pastoralists from foreign and
Austvalian purchasers of the raw material.

Mr. Vowres: What has excise to do with
land ¥

Mr. BEDFORD: A great deal as regards
the condition of the industry.

Mr. Vowres: You are desling vith a
Foderal subject.
My, BEDFORD: It may Le a Federal

subject, but it has its bearing oa the State.

Mr. Vownes: Not under the vote for the
Depariment of Publie Lands.

Mr. BEDFORD : Therefore the position of
the pastoralists, the poesition of the Depart-
ment of Publie Lands, and the position of
the State generally, could be largely helped
by some fisoal assistance, which would give
the producer of raw material even a betier
chance than he has at preaont.

In the matter of the beef trado we find
that Dritain and all British dependencies—
wnd to Britnin we give a preferential duty
whichi is utterly without reason or justifien-
tion—are gencrally such pgood friends to
Auctralian indusiry that the decrease in the
supply i3 as under—

Bririss PURCHASES FROM AUSTRALIA, 1821-22.

£
Beef -.. 1816.075
Lamb 2,073,276

And in 192329 those figures had dropped
ovar £800,060 for beef and over £1,070,000
faor hpow and muatton.  British Malaya ook
£44,000 worth of beef and mutton in 1921-22,
and only £20.000 in 1823.24; and s0 on right
t'irough the whole gamut of preserved meats.
Britain, India, South Africa, and u)l British
possesgions are  forgetting us becans:  of
the  Argentine interests vested in Britain
beinT so strong, whiclh results in Anstralia
hoing practically ousted from the market.
Australin's natural retaliation should bo the
wiping ont of all preferemtinl dutics fo
everybody, no matter who they ave, and the
institution of an export duty on greasy wool
lo seo mot only that the work of manufactur-
ing that wonl is refained in Australia, but
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that we secure the larger price of nearly
20d. to 25d. & 1b. to the Australian producer.

Th other losses preventing the South-west
of this Sate and lmc!ulnnﬂ generally {from
worting up 1o their 993 per cent. efficiency
e the pastoral industry are in one instance
due 1o the sabotage of capitalisin, which will
not in some cases in time: of plenty go to
the expense of paying vwages for the erulching
and jetting of maggoty sheep.

To a large extent this sabotage could
b nhsn'..-rr-dg by o new award being given
for shearing maggoty sheep, which would
naturally make the people re.ponsibie lvss
Lable to proceed \\-it{: their sabotage. One

of the great menaces in  the

[3.30 pan.] Warrezo distriet is the prickly-

pear, which has now got s far
as the Warrego Rivee, mind which threatons
to go lurther west.  If it docs go further
wist, it will menn goodbye to a large
area of somo of the finest and ot
shoep land in the world, There are other
pests, sueh ws the Neogoorn lmer, which in
all good sensons takes w larger and larger
toll of the best of the viver flats in the host
portions of these great sheep pastures of the
t-fe This bure has now roached as far
as Gumbardo, and T eonsider that it should
ber declared n pest, the same as prickl-pear;
and seeing that it is the beginning of a poest,
energetic action should be taken to eradicate
it befors it gets as bad as the piar 1=,

The Secremary ror Pumnie Tasps: The
owners of the land +vill not do anvthing in
this matter.

Me, BEDFORD : Some of th= local anthori-
iirs are bad offenders. [ would have
liked to see double the amount placed on the
E:timates for the purpose of supplying dingo
netting for the dog conntry. 'I‘Eu Yaw should
be altered by taking out of the fencing
clause the word “ may,” and inserting the
vword " shall,” beeause there are large
squattages almost surrounded by dog fonces
which have been erccted at the expense of
the selectore.  These large station-holders
have been loafing on the small man, and in
some cases the small man is loafing on the
big stations.

Mr. DBmaxp: What
stations?

CMre. BEDFORD: The Stote stations are
doing their Eropor work in the proper way.
They have been up against the same can-
dition us to low eaftle prices as any other
sintion:owner, amd I de hope thut. just as
saoit ax a depdt can be estublished for the
State stations, Dillaluh, which is close to a
vadlway line and goad sheep country, will
bo eut up for selection.  Generally, that also
applies to all lands within rench of vailwars
thut are uable for sheep.  Tho eattlomen
in every casa must be poched further and
further out for the sake of the more valuable
wool crop.  Recently  certain HewspIpers
have been congratulating the pastaralists on
the fact that the United States of America
emburgo has been lifted Trom  Australinn
sheep,  Thai is a thing that is to bs deplared,
and not a matter for congrainlation. The
Australian flocks have heon built up at the
cost of o hundred years' «xporience. They
are the work of a nnique country—of a
country with no parallel in the world—and
just as Turkey and South Afrien rofused
tu permit the exportation of cither Angora
rains or eock ostriches, so shonld Australia
prohibit stnd sheep from  going  outside
J\\l‘,if?lllill.

about the Sinte
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An boperiant factor in the production of
Aunstralian wool has been the dry climate,
with a low rainfall, exeopt nt tho propor
time, JTu the south-west of this State the
aren is so dry that the ovdinary inscets
e cownmerce, those which are imporied,
cannat live. The bug, the flen. and the
ceckroach exunor live at "Uhargomindah,
wnd the Opposition condidate nonrly  lost
la depesit theve,  too. {Covernment
laughier.) There is o scheme under the
Department of Public Lands of supplying
uetting.  Theve should be a larger apypro-
priation and more netting sapplied, and e
casi of dinga segregation should be added to
the vent of the haldings. The advantage of
sheep as ecmparnd with catile needs very
litthe avgument. Where cattle will employ
1.000 menu sheep will omploy 15,000, 1 have
no fizures velating to the number of holdings
in Sonth-West Queensland v hich went out of
sheep, but g parvallel country is the west of
New Souilr Wales, in regard to which figures
are extant, In sheep the west of Now South
Wales logr £11,500,000 in wiges from 1904 to
1920. In 1891, in the westorn division of that
State, there were 15,379,000 sheep; and in
1893, 16.028,000. On one stalion on the South
Australinn border they carried 14,000 shenp
and 6,000 lambs in June, and at the shearing
musier in Seplember there were only about
9,000 sheep and no lambs at all. In the Wil-
cunnia distriet one pastoralist secured 150
dog sealps in cight months, and eut of 11,000
sheep he lost 7.000 in_the same time. On pro-
perties in the West Darling there have bean
great losses froon dingoes. The following com-
parison of <heep numbers an properties in

the West Darling before and after the
invasion will indicate the effects of the
dingo:—
Shaep Redueed
Nuomlbers Nombers
Station. helere Owing to
Diveces the Dinge.
rrme,
Momba 25 - 400,000 No sheep.
Tapeawirri and Stort’s
Meadows v | BOIBNLCDN -
Yaneannia £ ve P TBUALTOLO00 | 44,000
Grassmere and Cutho- !
wara . . L0 | No sheep.
Morden A hren 4000
Tarella 5 WE 40,0€0 | Xo sheep,
Wonnomints, Nundora
and Packsaddlo goean i
Tongo 24 15-20,000 -
Yantarn oy [N 4
Salizbury Downs 0,000 L
Bootra Vg 20,000 2018
Yandama Greawp oo | Nosheey
Quinyambi 20,000 S

In a few years there will practicully be no
sheep left in that country at all.

The procedure of South Anstralia eould
woll be followed, South Australin found out
all this twenty years before we did, and this
is bow that State dealt with the situation—

“That State. faced with exnctly the
.ame position, successfully coped with it
by passing an Act which provides that
lessces may form themselves into gmugs
of not less than three, and petition the
Government to declare the land com-
nrized in the group a vermin area. The
Government then provides the money to
enclose the group with s dogproof fence
and maintain it, and the lesseos within

Mr. Bedford.)
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ihe group are constituled a vermin board
for their own area, and it is their duty
to strike o rate on themselves sufficient to
repay the lean with interest in iwenly-
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vme yenrly instalments, the loan te be
made a charge on the land.”
This is how that measure worked in South
Australia.

Sheep, ‘ Tiereazed
Nmnb(r:rs i&ﬁﬁ"l"‘:d | Numbers
Station, l:leforc | ol‘l‘_rtl:.':f{i . :lif l'lt':‘_
Dinzocs i Legisiation
Cane. J. Dingoes, Tutrodueed,
|
Paralann v 120,000 532,000 i, G0
and  possibly
further in-
| PPERED,
Kulyurgerie Lake Charles . No record Almndoned L-‘pwnrﬂg hin of
Yardea Station .. i “E 80,000 ta 00,000 Avandoned ;‘;nfunn
Carri-werloo and two other stations L 100,000 Alandoned 100,004
Moorarie and six obher stations (7,500 s niles) No recoril Abandoned  or  Upwirds ol
slightly 'oeked S00,000
with catile
That is mainly the way to moet the difficulty  take it on the basis that £1L000 spent

—group fences and the peaple benefiting by
them having their country constituted vermin
arcas and being forcod to strike a rate on
themselves to repay the cost of improvements
in twenty yeavs,

Our system of selection ballots is supposed
to be conducted on the exceedingly demo-
cratic principle that everybody has @n equal
right. That is no good to the countey. It
is a well-known fact that there are a couple
of pastoralists—there is no need to mention
names—who let it be understood that any-
body who draws a selection anywhere near
their country has t just as good as a
“Tatl's ¥ ticket and ean get £5,000 without
ever going on his ground. 1 mysell know
af a case where a ballot was won by a
“ grass merchant.”” He nover intended to
stock the countrr, but he let it on agistmen
and got £1.300 in agistment fees in the year
and paid the reni out of it, That is not a
bad case, comparably with the dummying of
selections, 1t i3 not a case for instances but
foir general application, The eonntry does not
get the proper bencfit when the publie ostate
1= not properly handled, and is not handled
with the closest eye to the greatost amount
of profit that can be got out of it. I balieve
that all eandidates in a ballot should ho men
of experience, and should prove their
bona fides befare the exannnine boaed, and
thit afterwards the sportsmanlilke method of
4 ballot should be resorted to; but in no
case should there be condonation of the
fact that city men and old women in the
eities catt win_ballots and not use the land
for the practical purposcs which the Aet
intends but for the purpose of making money
a5 o gide line,

Mpy. LoGgaw : Do they do it ?
Myr. BEDFORD : They do.

The Brceerary Fom Posnic Tawns: If rou
know of any * dummy " in your electorate,
I will proseed.

Mr, BEDFORD: One of the worst
resorters to dummyism is the exponent of that
¥as_tnml disepse known as * Kidmanism.”
t is not neeessary now to more than allude
to the general effoct of this zentleman's
motheds on the selection of land and the

astaral industry generally in New South

ales and South Australia, Wherever he
has gone—buying stafions on the © run down”
Ermc{ple, .and rumning them an the ** fall-
own" pringiple—ruin has followed. Tf we

| r. Bedferd.

on eattle will use the same amount of
comntry as will require £15000 spent 1n
wages  with  sheep, then we eoan soo
what a mentce a man can be to pastoral
progress and general settlement if he is per-
mitted to foree the best sheep couniry in
the world out of sheep into ecattle. In the
south-western portion of my electorate this
man runs stations on the * fall-down™
system to such an extent thal there are mno
fences. He will pay mustering fees to the
selectors and run his cattle all over that
eountry. He will take up occupation licenses
until the land is wanted, and then he will
outhid any possible selector. 3o soon as bad
seasons come he will stop paying the rent—
but always u-ing the countrr—and not pay
any mora rent until somebody else wants it

The Secrerary For Pusric Laxps: Do yoiu
knaw that that has been done?

Mr. BEDFORD: I know that it has bean
done; and it is exceedingly difficult to make
* Kidmanism ?  change its spots. It was
born that way, and it grew that way. This
highly execollent gentleman and esceedingly
bad citizen

Mr. Brrcoox: Is that the gentloman thes
fined £10 the other day in Vietoria?

Mr. BEDFORD: I believe so. The quaint
reason givon by the magistrate was that no
useful purpose would be served by imposing
& heavier penalty on a wealthy man. Civing
evidence befove the Intor tate Commission as
tu pastoral wames, Mr, Kidwan cbjected to
drovers gefting £1 a day heeause, he said,
when he first entored tho pastors! industry as
2 workman he got 10s, a week; but le
nezlected to =ay that at the time he got 10s
a week half o sheep could be obigined at the
lover end of Georgoe street, Bydu-y, for 1s or
1s. Bd. He now wanis the 10, a woel wages
and s, 9d, per 1b., ar whotever it might be,
for chops, and 5s. 3d, per Ih. for wool. A
man who is naturally biassed and would
think in that divection eould not possibly bo
n goed tevant in any direetion, The whole
of the pastoral land of the counfry, =till the
property of the State and always the pro-
perty of the State, is let out to men whe are
mevely trustees, but who make the misiake
of thinking that, having got it. they own it
for evor. A tacit arrangement in giving the
lease is that the lesses shall not leave the
country worse than he found it, yet in nn
case does this men Kidman leave the country
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The choice of the properties was decided by
lot, Hain securing the first choice. He
elected to take Woolering, Murra Murra and
Rosedale falling to Rowley. That was done.
In December, 1817, Ham, 1n complinnce with
the carlier request of Kidman, drew up s
short memorandum  of  parinership, his
memorandum was submitted to Rowley, who
veonst parviions of it. Tn Jonuary, 1018, Hain
told My, Helmsley that the propevties were
hield by Kidman, Fiain, and Rowley us equal
partners.

The solicitors tald him Kidman vould not
logally be a part, to such holding. und that
Kidman should iest eontent with the position
of croditor. Kidman did rest so content, and
was fully paid vith interest, and everything
wont on with the properties—Woolerina to
Hain, und the others to Rov ley—without
Kidmun being i any position excopt that of
a man who sdvanced the money and was to
roccive the return of his purchase money and
interost, which was duly paid.

Alout Octaber, 1721, Kidman's igent, with-
out the eousent and knowiedpe of [luin, put
wockmen on Woolering, and mustered ond
removed the whole of the eattle, which were
lost to the proper owners,

The symmary continues—

© Tneluded in the cattle removed by
Kidman were 180 head which were Iuin's
own property, and did not belong to any
purtnership. In consequenc: of the men-
tion of a firm ecalled Rowley and Com-
pany in BKidman's letter, Hain called on
the accountant who kept the partnership
books of Ilain, Rowley, and Company.
H+ wa- informed by Mr. Brown, of F, é
Jordan, Public Accountant, that Kidman
wus not a partuer, and that the original
Looks contaiming his name had been with-
drawn,  Tater on, Hain ealled on the
same {iem again, m compans with Mr,
Sky, who had bezen appointed receiver
in the nllc%d artvership of Kidman,
Hain, and uwﬁsy. Twn sets of books
were handed aver to Mr. Sky, and Hain
then saw that the original books were
exelusivoly in Kidman's name and had
not been avithdrawn, as he had been
informed, but had been ontered up
current with those of the firm Hain,
Rowley. and Company to, at least, a
periad in 1820.

“ Hain
notice of dissolution of any and every
partnership which existed between them
on 8th March, 1921, Huin reecived a
veply from Kidman, but none from Row-
ley,  On 21st March, 1921, Hain filed in
the Equity Court at Sydney s statement
of claum against Kidman and Rowley,
claiming, inter alia, an acrount of the
denlings with the catile removed from
Woulerina, and on 23rd May, 1821, a
statement of claim was filed in the same
court by Kidman and Rowley, in which
Kidman claimesd to be a partnor with
Rowley and Hain, in equal one-third
shares, in the pastoral holdings, and stock
hought from Claney's Trustecs, and that
Kidman remained a momber of such part-
nership until it was dissolved by Hain's
notice of dissolution dated Bth March,
1821, Neither of the snits proceeded to
n hearing, as the counscl n} the roipee-
five parties arvived ot a  settlement.
When a draft of the settlement was

[Myr. Bedford.
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shown to Hain, he disapproved of its
terms, as it appeared to bim 10 be an
attempt to legilise o fraud. This pro-
te-t was in writing, 15th June, 1821, He
vas ofterwards assuced by his counsel
that undor clouse 10 of the settlement,
all the parties would be wbliged to con-
form with all the laws of Queenslund
affisting the holdings and partnership,
anel unlos:  this vus owreicd on,  the
settloment would bu inoperative,  Many
mouth: elapsod and uothing was done
towards earrying out the terms of scttle-
puent, us regards the luw iu Queensland,
and Hain was informed by the Crown
law authorities of that State that the
torms of the scttlement could not ba
given effect to.

© Iy November, 1022, Haiu applicd to
the Court for o deerce directing that the
defendants, Kidwan and Rowley, carry
out the terms of the sctilement. On the
hearing of this motion, 1t was assertod
hiy Kiﬂma.u’s counsel thet he was not a
partnee,  In December, 1022, Hain re-
turned to Sydoey feomn Brisbane, where
he was appearing before the Land Court
in the matter of the threatened for-
foiture of Woolering, Ou his arvival in
Sydney he was served with notice of
miotion in the Bauity Court, nnder which
the defondants, Kidman and Rowley,
soug ht to compel Hain to transfer cortain
nssets claimed to be owned by the alleged
partners, including Woolerina. his
notice was served on 2ist December, and
it was heerd on 22nd Deepmber, 1822
As voacation had commenced, Hain was
unable to obtain eounsel, and appeared
in person. At the hearing, Uain pointed
out thut, if he signed the doeuments
tendered for his signator. he woold
beeome a party to a fraud on the land
laws of Quecnsland.  The order was
made as asked for, but without prejudice
to Hain's right to institute procecdings
to set aside the decrce upon which the
order was hased, About 12th March,
1923, documents were fendered Hain for
the transfor of Woolerina, ecte, which
were signed by Hain with reservation.
Tu the month of June, 1823, Hain was
served with notice of motion for an order
1o compel him to execute the documents
for the transfer of the assois of the
alleged ]mri.nersl:in of Kidman, Rowley,
and Hain, without reservation, and the
matior was heard on lst August, 1923,
and an order was made as asked.

© Hain tendered his surrender of the
holding, dated 6th Doecember, 1923, to
the Crown. On Hain's return to Sydne
from Brisbane, after attending the Land
Court at Commamulla, where the holdin
of Grazing Farm 457 was investigated,
he was arvested on £9th Febrnary, and
imprisoned in Long Bay Penitentiary
for non-obediencs of the abovimentioned
order.  After several duys ITain appeared
bofore the court, and it was pointed ou
o Hix Honour. the presiding Judge,
that the =igning of tho decumenits ten-
dered wonld moeke Hain a party to a
fr.ud on the Queenzlund lund laws. His
Honour said that the exeeution of these
documonts in New South Wales under
the order of the ecourt wonld nat be
illegal in this State, although it may be
illeggal in Queensland, bot as it was
stated that the Queenslund authorities
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wop: aware of the trus condition of
affairs. thee would be able to conserve
their awn intorests, The cgning of these
doeuments being the only  lternative to
an dndelinite term of detontion, Lain
rxceuted them,

* The whole of those referonce: to the
conrt Ly woy of motion, wore out of u
rantract of sale of Wool ring 1o Willinm
Noughton,  WKidmon gold this holding to
J. R. Loughaan for £5070, lnt th-t
el e dizeovered, theengh his selivi-
far-, that the title w s tainted. Kidman
then ofiveed it to William Naughton, at
Menzie  Flotel, dlelbourne, for L5,000.
He then offercd it to B, J. Cowndner in
AMelbourne for £4.6005 finally to Naugh-
tonn  for £4.230.  This was done by
Kidman, vwho as ab that thoe, nol
Juedified in maddling with the nosets of
the alieced parimership. It must be
remo nbosed that a Targe =am of monex
was lying in the Tronsury, Brishane, lo

the eredit of the lawful holding of
‘Waooleving. This sum of money would
reduce  the aciual  purehnge marey of

Wool vinn to sbout £1.800 for o lizhtly-
immproved Polding of 633 < qnore miles,

“After  Iinin hod  beeoms  aware.
through the advice of My, Hemsles, thag
the Cueonsland Government would nDot
allow Kidman o hold further leas holds
of Crown lands in that State, vithont
the permis.ion of {he Minister, Hain
iook over the ownership of Woolerina,
and the other rights attached to it as
hiz pwn holding, and his partoer did tha
snne with regaed to Muareva Jluna and
Reszedale, Grazing Farm 457, ICidman's
only claim on thee propertics was as the
ercditor for the unpaid balavee of pus-
chaze money.  As aplready stated, Kid-
man told Hain and Rewle . in 1821,
that thoy srill owed him about £11,000
Ther sold 3,000 head of cattle wod the
proieeds  amounting  to about  £20,000
were  reeeived by Pit,  Son, and
Badgery, who say that they paid these
proceeds to Kidman., At all events,
Hain and Rowley did rot repeive &
perm: of it 1t was shortly aflce this
that Kidman nssumel % position of
sole owner and fook poscsson of and
removerd the whole of the cattle ruhning
on Waolervina. 1t 15 ta be noted that
in the apquicitien of Ulaney’s properties
in Queensland, Kidmasn only eapended
£2.000 of hii own monevs, From the
sale of cattle from Woelerina. thers was
realised the total sum of £28172. And
Murra Aurra wi sold to W. R. Munro
for £11.000, and th. sheep which were
on that properiy were sold for £1,700.7

Tinally Kidman sold this prapoety {0 Norton
for some ridiculous smount—T brlipv- about
25,000 was the amount paid for it—and
Norfon wa- lift apparently in possession, but
he also peccived an indemnity from Kidman
that his L5000 wemld be safe if hie could not
et a fitle. The title af the lonse was vested
in Hain, Kidman could not pive a title. Kid-
mon in Gu casland had nothing whatever to
do with Wenlering, but 1 New South Wales
he allowed himself to be a partuer, lodied
Lis choice of the six ditferent sefs of
books, brought an setion against Hain, and
foroed Jain—who was imprisoned for con-
tempt for vefusing to sign a transfer—to
deeide, after having been in gaol for two or
three days, that he would not bs a martyr

|7 OcroBer.]
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any longer, and that he wounld sign the
papers whieh the New South Wales Supreme
Court desirod, The judge in tho ecourt,
answoring his ebijection to boing forced to do
@ eriininal thing, said thot New Sounth Wales
lows had nothing at all to do with “vkat was
dare by the luws of Queensiand.

Here is u ease where Hain elected to sur-
render the lease, and he should either be pur
into o position to get that lense back again
ar, if that is wrong, then at least Kidman
should be pro-ecuted for in the first place
hoving improperly held an interct in the
lease, for having duwmmied a partnership in
vehich Lie eonld e estentationr in New South
Wales and in whieh be would soem as small
o posible in Queensland.

Mre. Kixg: Ilow long iz it
Pt :

Mr, BEDFORD: Only the atlier day.

My, Iixa : I1. is still lioble 10 proseeution.

Mr. BEDFORD : Whore? In New South
Wales? The New Sonth Wales law upholds
Kidman as being a lessee or a pariner in o
lnuse and a partner alsa in a grazing farm—
which, of conrse, he could not be in Queens-

“nee thia hap-

-

land—becanse  the litigation there  taloes
no copnisenee. of  the  internal  laws
ol Queensland, The  document  says
vt the ond that Kidman is a partner
b having had one of the -cis ufl books
for use in Oueensland; he conld Le a

partner in Waoolerina, but not in Rosedale.
In any erse he withheld from the
[4 pom.] gentleman in charge of the regis-
2 tration of firms here the infor-
mation that he was o partuey in Woolerina—
that he wa a dwmny—which mouans that he
Was escoping income tox. It moans also thar
he - as broaking the law in regard to the
R gistration of Firms Act, and it means
wenerally that a man operating in Queens-
land—making money in Queensland—could,
b erasing the barder, Oip his fingers at the
Quronsland low and browk it into as many
pieees as he decided wern useful,

To show the general charncler of this man,

have here a certified cop of a letier
written by Kidman from sbrond—ihe usual
Iedter that o gentleman of that ort would
write—suggesting to  the reprosentative of
{his precions partner hip in 8;donev th.t the
grazing farm should be sold to Hain. Under
the circwmstances, T am ehout to suggest
{hat it will be vise if the Government deeide
o tighten np the Inw and make alteraiions
in it of which the following ave merely sug-
LeRiians.

The SrereTary ror Prenio Tasn @ We ean-
not contral New South Wales lerislation.

Alr. BEDFORD: T am not saying that you
can, but you ean control the matter here,
Tiers is a suggistion which T make as to
tha tivhtening up of the law in order to
provent any recurvence of this, which, not
tn put too line a poinl on i, is o evime. The
Coverament should pass a Bl to prevent
thoe holding of fraudulent interests in Crown
learchold Jands in Ouecensland containing
these provisions—

1. Whosoever holds or atlempts to
hald any parctnership or any interest
(other than these set out in section 2 of
the Amendment Act of 1917) not dis-
closed 1o the Minister, or ny person whao
for nny reason has heen debarvred from
holding further (rown Jeasehold lands
in Queensland  without the permission

My, Bedfard.]
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of tha Miniter, holding or claim- Mr. MOORE: Of course, I have. The
ing to hold anmy land leased from the people - ho have this land from which the
Crown in Queensland shall be deemed a  resumption is made want the money to work

fraudulent halder, and as such shall for-
feit any and every Crown leaschold held
by him under the Land Acts of Queens-

land.

2. Whosoever, being a fraudulent
holder as defined in the lazi preeceding
section  shall  enforee or  attempt fo
enforce recognition of his alleged right
against a valid holder or holders of
Crown leaschold in Queensland in any
Court oulside the jurizdiction of the
Supreme Court of Queensland shall for-
feit all or any Crown lease or leases held
by him in Queensland.”

This should he made retrospective to catch
any other gentlemman who may be carrying
on the same sort of business as Kidman, but
whose operations arve not absolutely lknown
at present, Here is a matter in which the
Land Act should be tightened up, and 1
hope the Government before long will take
action on the suggestion,

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): There is one
particular phase of the question thot I want
to refer to, and that js the question of these
resumptions, Some little time aga I asked
the following guestion of the Becretary for
Public Lands:—

* 1. Has the Government resumed Iree-
hold land in the Banyan distriet?

9 If =0, on what date wns notice
of resnmption given?

3, Hazs the compensation payable
yet been determined 7
4, If not, when is it likely to be paid?

* Answers i —

“1. Yes

g 8Tth July, 1923, and &6th August,
1623.

“3. No.

4, See answer to Question 3.
It seems to me a great hardship that these
ﬁeople who have had their land resumed
ave had to waif such a long time before
getting paid.

The Serrerary ror Prsuic Laxns: IHow
long?

MMr. MOORE : Twelve manths.

The Secrerary ror Pustio Laxps: That

is not a very long period in conuection with
land resumplion.

Mr MOORE: It iz a leng period to thoss
people who have had their land taken from
them. The land has been reselectod, and no
compensation has been paid. The non.pay-
ment iz due Lo delay on the part of the
officialz of the «f sartment.  The holders of
land have to put in their claim for eompen-
satinn, and tho officials of the Department of
Public Lands have to put in theirs after-
warids.

The Sucnerany ror Proure Laxps: If has
to go through the Land Court, It is o slow
Proce-s.

Mr. MOORE: It has not been able to
get to the Land Conrt yet. Tloes it not
strike the Minister as being a hardship that
the people should be deprived of their means
of livelihood when the land s taken [rom
ilkem and receive nothing in retnrn?

The BSrcnerary For Posnie Lavns: Have
yvou any idea of the nature of this land?

[y, Bedford.

another property. The Minister sits back
and says the process of resumption is long
drawn out, and that the time taken in this
case for compensation to be paid was not
excessive, [ say that it is very long. People
are treated unjustly when land is taken
awav from them and the delay is due to the
nogligence or waste of time of an official
of the Lands Depariment in placing his
valuation in the departmont so that the

matter can gel to the Land Court. FPeaople
are entitled to get compensation at the
earliest poveible moment aftor land is

resumed from thems, Lost yvear the Govern-
ment placsd £518.000 on the Estimates for
land resumptions, and they spent £153,877.
This year there is only £60,000 put on the
Bstimates for land rvesumptlion, It appears
to me that these land rrsumptions v hich
were promised at eleetion time are going
to be held over indefinitely. We know thaf
there is a laree number of resumptions in tha
Burnett distriet that have not been setiled,
and which have to be brought before the
Tand Court. It is going fo take a long
way more than £60.000 to pay for these
resumptions, I think it is unfair that peopls
should have land taken away from them in
thiz way.

The Seceerary vor Pretic Laxps:
have still got the nse of it

Mr, MOORTE: They have nol still got the
use of it, because » large portion has been
taken up by fresh individuals.

- The Secrerary For Pupuie Tasps: Where
has land been selected in vegard to swhick
compensation has not heen paid?

Mr. MOORE: Part of Cannindah has not
been paid for, The resumpiion value has
never been decided by the Land Court, T
have had two Ietters from the peaple in
the Banran distriet. 1 think that over
{welve 1nonths is too long. One lady wrote
to me and said she was anxious for the money
to enable her to make a living by plaoting
sugarcane.  She was unable to get any
satisfaction or reply from the department,
and difd not know how on earth she was
poing to earry on. 1 went to the deparf-
ment to find out the position. and it turned
out that she had pot in her valuation to {he
dapartment over twelve months ago and the
depariment’s valuation had enly just arvived.
It appears to me to he putting peaple o a
great deal of inconyenience when the matter
should be hurried up.

The Secrerary roR Puscre Laxns: If iz a
ferrible thing fo spend £750000 on that
ares and then have this row about the value
of the land.

Mr. MOORT: Tt is not a question of the
Government spending £750.000. Auvy ordinary
individual who has lund tuken from him hos
tn be paid, Do von mean to say that, if the
City Couneil took land. it would not be paid
for in twelve months?

The Secrerany ror Pustac Laxos: It takes
a long periad,

Mr. MOORE: I am complaining abont
that, and I say it i3 unfair and unjost o
these individuals, The Crown telkes posses-
sirn of the propert; and allows it to h
selected and the people to zo on and make &
living, and the individual who has had it
taken away from him in the first ploce has

They
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not think the money should he distributed
in oortnin districts which the Government of
the day con-ider are more entitlnd to it than
othors. Tt should be alloeatod to the dif-
ferent districts throughout the State so as fo
promote settlement and make conditions of
rural (ransit better,

The Scererary For  Pusue Tasos: [
would suegest that the lon,  gentleman
should interview My Hill, the Commaon-
ceonlth Tagineer, e next time he is in
Brishane, and aseertzin his views on ihe
matter. Fle is the man whe counfrals thy
matter.

Me. MOORWE: T shall e very pleased to
intorsisw Mro BilL T hav e oa shreved idea
that Mr., Hill has been influcneed to some
eetont by the Ministor.

The SkerErary Fox  Pusiic
have nothing to do with il

AU, MOORE: I wish the liov, gentlenma
hud.

The Secrprary vop Postao Laiywe: 1F 1
had it might bo said thut if was a paliticsl
allocation, snd T want to guard nguinst that.

Mr. MOORE: Tvidenily somehody has
b on esnferring with the Main Rond. Bosrd,
which <oes net allooute the money on it
own responsibility. Somebody plse joins in
Losides  the  Commouwealth  Tagiveer i
deciding how the mener i to h alloeated.
Tt is not int=nded that the Main Roads Bownl
alone should have the right to allocare the
noney,

The Secrerary vor Dystie Tasps: It has
to he approved by the Covernment, and fhe
knowledze necessary to make the best allo.
cution is pe-sesmed by the Main Ro-ds Beawd
and not by the Minister.

Mr. MOORE: T quite understand that

The Seesprary Fou Puetie Lawns: Would
the hon. gentleman like £500 devot d 1o
each oleetorate, and have o few sfones pub
on seme of the roads?

Mr. MOORE: There iz nun oceasion o
bocome silly over the anestion.  This nioncy
i- for a specific purpose.

The Secnerany ror Pupnn Laxps: That is
what the hon. gontlerman wints o to da.

Mr. MOORE: No. We huve to discover
which distvicts are best ontitled to the
money.  We must spend it so that the most
poople will get the menatesh amonnt of wood,
and the State will get the mreeatest nmount
af mood by facilitating franspert {9 the rail-
ways and enabling the railways to be in a
bettor position than they avo in to-day. Tt
chould not he expended on some spesified
sren in whieh it may be of benefit in the
Future or v liore it will vompete with a vail-
wav aleeadr built.

The Semersry ron Poystie Taxps: The
Commonwoilth Tngine s insdsts upon doivg
the worle wheee the prople will not have auy
chance of petting a road unless the Com-
monwealth geans is used to provide it

Me. MOORT: TFrom my kpowledome of
the allocsiion of this moy v. T am sure the
Commeonwealth  Engineer lns been  vers
badlr misled if he came to the conclusion
that in many eases the peopls would not
have got o road but for tho Cammonwealith
grant. If the Minister would look np the
matter, he wonld prebahiv sec that lhr- is
placing 8 wrong eonstroction ou the inten-
tions of the Commonwealth Government,

[Mr. Moore.

Tasps: I
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The Secrerary ror Poonic Laxns: Iwould
not say fun all eares, but in some easis,

My, MOORE: That is the point, Sour
influerer has beon brought to bhear to have
money expended in a eertain ivection,
apart From  any  veeowmendation by the
Muain Hoads Board. g

The Secrerary ron Pusuie Liwps: 1 can
gssure the hon. g wtleman that that is goite
urntrue.

Mr. MOORE: | am bound fo accoph the
Minisfer's word, 1 can enly suppose that he
wits not prosent at the interview when the
sugpestions were made,

The Serrrrany vorR Pusnie Laxns: I do
not ¢y that every suggestion made by the
local anthoritios has been accepted by tiw
Main Roads Beavd.

Me, MOORE: The local auwthopitic: have
mude numerous snggestions, and in (nses
ot mmeh notice has been tiken of them
boeau - the whale of the alloeations were
agreod to in secret conclave, and the ques
tion of bow the money was alloeated.
whethier it was allocated to the Dest advan-
tago, and whether the Government will con-
tinne soceding the Convmonwenlth grant
making main roads at an cnormous expense
in_sparsely-populated centres without con-
sideration of the elaims—no matter how
greal is the need—of other parts of Queens-
[and, is avother matter. I want to lknow
liow  this monay was allecuted.  The atii-
tude taken up in the allocation by tho
Commonwealth Engineer does not matter. 1
want fo kvew who was responsible for ile
alloeation, and whether the method ef alle-
cation is going to be eontinued on exactly
the same principle as has been ndopted up
to date, which will preeclnde certain centyy-
from getting a road on good terms.

 Tha Speretary FOR Prppie Lanns @ Suppos-
ing [ did the allopation snd divided the
money up amongst all the Labour cleatorates,
would you not have a griovance then?

Mr. MOORE: Ves, T wonld have a just
rievance.

My, Kirxg:
that.

Mr. MOORE: I vant to gel at the mumber
of people who are likelr to bonefit from the
expenditure of this money, and whether.
instead of spending an enormous amount of
money on otne main rosd—which :could I
vary nice for thy people swho lived in ihe
distriet. but to whom it wonld be np advan-
tuge when they had railoa; communication
—the cxpenditure could pot be spread over
a number of districts.

The Sucperary vor Pusac Laxos: Would
yau surwest leaving the voad uncompleted,
if it has been built half way now?

_Mr. MOORE: Noj but there is no neces-
sit. to construct the class of roadd that i=
being mada. There is no necesity fo spen
1,000 or £8.090 a mile on a road when an
expenditure of £3.000 a mile veuld make a
rond amply sufficient and permavent for all
elases of traffic that are likely to cime on
it for the next ien or twelve years. Is in
wise to spend such a vast amount oh o few
seetions in the seattered parts of Queensland
whon: such a large number of raads are
requived, by which transit ean be made
cheapir, and which will serve a large number
of poople? 1 want to know whoether il

The Minister would not do
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Mr. BULCOCK : The banking institutions
are only too willing at the present time to
finance people who are suecessful in drawing
u block of land.

The SecreTary For PusLic Lanps: Ave you
quite sure of that?

Mr. BULCOCK: I am. As a matter of
fuct T know of no selector who has taken up
land vocently who has not beon able to get
finuneed,

The Seorerary For DPustic Laxps: 1 da.
I koow of one man in your awn electorate
who drew a piece of Inns, and he could not
get financed.

Mr. BULCOCK : When?

The Secretiry For Pustic Laxns: Howme
years ago. I am referring 0 a muan who
drow a block on Terrick.

Me. BULCOCK: That wus some “oears
ago. I am talking about the pretent tiuw.
1 kuow the case the hon. gentloman refers b,
That was when wool was 3d. a b, The Lon.
member knows the eircumstanees of the case
as well a5 T do, and he knows that that man
could not get financed beeanso of the deliber-
ule sabotage of his more powerful squatting
neighbours, That is the whole story in a
nutshell. The squatters will always seck to
hurl the selector inte oblivien if thoy can
possibly do so.

Since we met last year we have bhad a
Prickly-pear Lands Commission created.
This Commission was created with the
intention of dealing with pear in ?ncens-
land, and int'nds to spend in the clearing
of pear in the wvicinity of £100,000 a year
for a certain number of yenrs, In my
cloetarate there has been some little attempt
to deal with the pear, which is ::lpid{_y
becomin ghﬂ. menace. Some two or three years
ago in this House I drew abtiention to the
fact that the pear in the Blackall arca wis
becoming a matter of very prave concern,
Locause a very considerable loss was incurred
owing to the spoiling of the wool due to
pear. Wool is the backbone of the State at
the present time., and wo cannot afford to
lose wny of the value of our woole. As a
rosult of iy representations on that occasion
an officer from the prickly-pear sub-depart-
ment was sent out ta Blackall to determine
whether the destruction of the pear was being
carricd out in the wvay the department
desired that it should be esrried out., Since
then this Commission has taken over the
administeation of pear matters, and should
muke o special effort to deal with the isolated
car in the Blackall district, because it can
e coped with ab the present time.  If it is
illowed to go far thr o or four years, the
same question that wvou lind in  densely-
infested pear areas will present itself in
the Blackall district, and a lot of that
splendid country will be absolutely ruined
and abandoned, as has been the case in one
or two instances in the Blackall country at
the present time.

I know two blocks at least that have
been thrown in because the pear has gained
sucle o hold that it is impo:ible to deal with
if, It sconis fo moe thut with a drey, fine
climate like ve have in the Blackall avea,
and the fact that theve are dense serabs of
pear, biologieal eontrol night be tried. 1
fdo not koow whether any experiments in
that direetion have been undertaken, I
undevstand that the cochineal ingect is being
distributed in certain centres. I believe that

[Myr. Bulcock.
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the climatic conditions at Blackall are such
s to make it at least a good experiment
to see whether the cochineal and the other
forms of biological control will eradicate the
pear in that district,  Above all. I thivk
thera should be some elosor supervision, We
have a Crown lands ranger at Blackall who
has to cover an enormous area of couwniey—
a bigger arvea thun some of the Crown lands
rangers have to cover in clean country where

tlhere is no pear to engage attention. This
cificer iz oyerburdened with duties, He
cannot possibly do the land work m his

area. and at the same time give that alten-
tion to the eradication of the pear that he
skould give; consoquently, the eradication
of the pear is not being effectively dealt
with as it should be. Many lesseos do not
understand the menace of the pear, nor the
best methods of cradicating the pest. 1
think it will be well for the Priekl,-pear
Commission, first, to put a permanent pear
officer in the Bluckall district, and give him
instructions ns to the manaer in which pear
may be destroyed:  sccondly, establish
biologieal experiments for control of thoe
pear; and, thirdly, seo that the squatters
and those who weee origivally respousible
for the spread of the pear do a fair thing
in the eradieation of the pest.

We have had a good deal of talk about
Stale enterprises, [t scems fo me that tho
question of the supply of netting is becoming
such a big quertion that we shall have to
mive it serious consideration. The only way
this can be adequately dealt with is by
supplying an unlimited amount of uetting,
¢o that the dingoos may be fenced out from
the sheep. The destruciion of sheegain the
Woestern  country  to-day is  absoclutely
appalling. No one ean caleulate the cost
to the State per apnum from the ravages
of the dinge and tho sheep fly. Take floods,
droughts, and postilences on the top of that,
and thore is no doubt that our sheep industry
has a good deal to contend with. Bince it
is obvious that o perpetual WTPIF of netting
should be n\-niluhfc. 1 would like to suggest
that the Government might well consider
the advisability, either in conjunction with
the Commonwealth or as a State matter, of
establishing works for the manufactuce of
netting for this purpose alone. If that were
done—anud it is the onlr way the dingo can
be coped with—in two or three years the
increase of the floks would more than pay
for the expense incurred. Fven if it was a
losing proposition, it would be o gain 1o the
communite as a whole, We know that at
the recent weol sales our scoured wool
brought 683d. per lb., and that £1.500.000 of
new money w4 brought inte the State ae o
vesult of these sules.

1 want now to say a word or twa about
resumptions, It has beon said that threc
stations were to be taken for experimental
purposes, and that it was to be deterinined
whether the Land Court couvid fix u rent
cquitable enongh for these holdings to be
taken over b small selectors and mase into
a profitable venture. I undevstand that the
wegptiations  in  connection  with  Saltern
Crueek, Charlotte Plains, and Marathon ave
«iill going forward.

I think that we should decide once and for
all whether it is possible under existin
cireumstances under the conditions sugges?e
by the department to increaze the production
of wenl by resumptions of this kind and out-
ting the holdings up into smaller areas.
it cannot be done, we nre not going te growl
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very much ahout it. If it can be done, the
matter should be proceeded with. Person-
ally, I eontend that, when you soe wonl bring-
ing a high value, if the small man is going
to compensate us in the matter of production
for uny cost there might be, then it should
be und wtaken. In any ease 1 bope it will
uot be shelved, It is a very vital question
in the West, and the Government should
determine whether it can be profitably undex-
taken or not,

Mr. KING (Zogan): T should like to say
sutnething in regard to land selection ballets,
A few weeks ago 1 asked this guestion of
the Minister—

“1In view of the recent happenings in
connection with the Rosedale selections—
1. Is it his initention to alter the
present system of ballat ?
2. If e, whaot system does he intend
to follow?
8. Will he also give favourable can-
sideration to granfing priovity to those

Queenslanders  who  ave at  present
onguged in pastoral or grazing pur-
suits? Y

The Minisier’s reply was—
# The whole question is under review,'

This is not a new question. It has bheen
raised with veferenee to grazing farms amld
vazing homesteads on  many occasions,

everal hon. tnembers bhave told us that
applications for land come in from all
sources, and the hon. member for Warrego
has told us that it is held that the winner of
a ballot is in as gocd a position as the winner
of a ** Tattersall's” sweep.

Mr, Burcock @ They are advertised in that
way in the West

My, KING: There are applications from
all sorts of persons who have not the shishtest
interest in the pastoral industry and who
have not the slightest intention of carvying
on the industry. T would like the Minister
ta try fo tightem up the law in some way
or other whereby only bond fide spplicants
can secure seloetions.

The Beenerary ror Preric Laxps:
big problem.

Mr. KING: I knaw it is, but, if the hon.
gentleman succeeds in solving i, he will
carn a hala,

The Beererany ror Pubule Laxos: Extin
guish himself. (Laughter.)

My, KING: Although 1t is a big gue-tion,
it would be a great satisfaction if we could
devise a method by which bond hde appli-
cants only would be admitted to the ballots
and wherchy Queenslanders—men  engaged
in this indu:try—young fellows partienlurly
—eculd gain an opportunitr to win a seloe-
tion. Thevy should rteceive preforence as
again t city men or against men from Now
South Wales, Vietoria, or South Austrolia,
or men from any other Australiun State. I
want ta see our young Quecnslanders getting
the show to vhich they are entitled. Tt is
particularly hard on a young fellow whe
started on a station us a jackeroo wnd who
has been working year after year and
attempting to gob o selection by ballot, when
he finds that year after year he does not
sneeced,  There are hundreds of caoses like
that. I would just like to refer to the report
of the Royal Commission on Land Settlement
which sat in 1897

It is a
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The Secrerary For Puptic Lasns; Wilk
you apply the same principle g'e-nc_l'u._lli‘—
that ouly Oueenslanders shall be eligible?

Vou would be safe. (Laughter.)
Mr. KING: 1t would depend upon the
circumstanees, In any ¢re 1T would nal

be an applicant for a sclection. T wani
lo sco opporiunities given to these men whao
aro engaged in the industry, I am not
engaged in the indostey, and my application
would not be a bonid fide application.  In
the roport of the Royal Commission on Land
Settlement, in 1897, this appears—

“ However great the demand may be
for grazing furms in the Western and
Central distriels, there ean be no doabt
whatever that many of the applications
received arve of a guestionable character,
and thuat the practice of friends and rela-
tiv s in considerable numbers putting
in applieationg for the same prazing
farin is likely to have a most injurious
effeet, inasmuch as many bona fde appli-
cants resident in the colony and from
the southern colonies have been unsuc-
cossful at the ballot theeugh the multi-

licity of th se applicants.  Thiz has
Ewmne n matter of such importance as
to demand the attention of the Govern-
moent and Parliament, with the vicw of
applying some romedy whereby bond fide
applicants can bz settled on the land.
After earefully weighing the evidenco
given hefore them, your Commissioners
recommend that for the future it shall
he a condition thaf when grazing farms
are open for selection priority be given
to applicants wha will reside on their
stlections for a period of five years.”

Mr, Buncock: That has been given effect
to.

Mr. KING: Yes. The report continues—
“ Your Commissioners are strengthenod

in this recommendation by the evidence
which goes to show that in the past
grazing farms have been sclected, nol
for the purpose of settlemont, but for
trafic and sale,  Your Commissioners
ave further of opinion that there is
cvidence of a strong necessity for a close
invostigation into the boni fides of appli-

cunts for all class s of selections.™

Mr. Boreock: Ii has alwvays been that
Wiy,

Mr. KING: As far back as 1897 fthe

attention of Parlinment was sharply called
to the fact that all these applivaniz were not
bond fide. Tater thore was an amending
Act passed, and I think the class of tenure
was divided into grazing homesteads and
grazing farms.  Under the grazing home-
stead tenure the successinl applicant had to
put in five continuous years' residence on his
saleetion, but T de not think it was neccssary
to do that under the grazing furm tenure.
All the grazing farmer had to do was to
have his residenee eonditions fulfilled by a
duly appointed bailiff. Derhaps the Min-
ister might be sble fo scoure botter and
mnre satisfactory resnlts if he made the
term of residenes Ionger.  Since 1917 the
condition of residenc has been that there
shall be continuons rvesidouee during the
torm of the lease, and T think that is guite
right. When a selector takes up a selection
with the idsa of working it ns & bound fide
spleetor, he ought to reside on it for the full
term, exoopt during periods of sickness or
when leave of absence is granted.

My. King.]
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The Secnerary For Pusiic Lasps: A sclee-
for can scll his lease after a cortain period
1o another person gualified to bold the land.

Mr. KING: Yes. e can sell alter he
revoives his esrtifieate of fullilment of con-

ditions.  In some epases he can sell after
thrioe yonrs, and in other cmse- after five
years. 1 think it iz threee rears in ths easp

of grazing hooe teads, and fve yoars in the
case of gruzing furms. Tho selector can sell
his lpase, or mortzage it, or do praefieally
anvthing he likes with it when dealing with
a porson aqualificd to hold it. T would like
the Mimster, in dealing with the guestion
of seleciion, to take into consideration an
smondiment of section 60 of the Act. That
seetion d als with oasts where two or more
persons jontly hold a seleetion.  They ean
ho!d a scleetion, hut they enn only hold the
area that wonld he availnble 1o one person
In sueh eiveumnstanees two persons chould b
allow ud 1o bold an area double that allowed
to n single applicant.

The SecrET/RY For Puntic Laxps:
stop at two?

Mr, KING : T eould carry my avgument on
to three. A company can hold as big an
aren as it likes to hold. Tt is not conlined
to two, three, or seven times the area of a
single selecior.

The Secremary ror Pumae Laxps: A com-
pany cannot hold ecertain tepures at all,

My, KING: It could hold a grazing home-
stead tenure.

Mr. Comser: It
tenure.

My, KING: I was under the impression
that a company could acguire and held a
Frazing tenure,

The SecreTAry TOR Pusuic Laxps: A com-
pany can hold cortain pastoral leases, but
not a grazing homestead tenure.

Mr. KING: I am mistaken then. Ther:
is another mntter 1 wish to refor to, and it
is this, loeal autherities eomplain that the
rouds are very muel cut up by teamsters
carting tunber Irom the forestey reservoes,
do not sea why the Lands Department should
not pay the local authorities some amonut for
the upkeep of those roads out of the timber
royalties received. They do mot pay the
local authorities anything, ulthough they
have the benefit of the roads. It has been
said that the loeal authorities eould tax the
teamsters, 1 do not know whether it is the
custom of the Crown to engage teamsters ov
to have their own teamsters, If they have
their own teamsters, there is no chanes of
putting the cost on to the teamsters, The
teamsters caunot bo charged a wheel tox
as they ave the servants n? the (frown, and
the hydnws do mot bind the Creown,
No vates are veceived from the forestry
vesorves, and the Crown pays nothing to-
wards the upkeep of the roads. I ask the
Minister to take into eonsideration my sugges-
tion that a eertuin amount of the royalty
roeoived from timber should be set apart
towards the npkeep of the roads and relieve
the local awthorities of o heavy exponse.

Mr, PAYNE (Mitehell): 1 want ta sup-
ort the remarks of the hon. member for
aveoo that the Lands Department should
immediately make arrangements to handle
applications for grazing selections, There
would be no difficuliy in the matter at all,
and no extra expense would be incurred by
the department, as the present staff could

[, Ding.

Wlhy

cannot take up ihat
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manage the matter. Even if the depart-
ment charged for this work, it ecould do
it for half the amount that is charvged
Iy eotninission agents at the present time,
Such an arrangement would be very much
better for the applicants and all concerned.
The fagt that 6,500 odd applications wore
veceived for the Rosedale seleclion 1s sufli-
cient warrant for the deparviment making
avaiiable to eclection every acre of land in
Queensland that is fitted for growing wool.
Myr. Ninwanps: Incluwding State stations.

Mr. PAYNE: Btate stations are not suit-
able for growing wool,
M. Epwanns: Some of them are.

Mr. PAYNE: Most of the Stute stafions
are in isolated localitie, and are sliogether
unsuitable for growing wool.

The hon. member for Barcoo and other
hon. members have said & good deal about
the method of lruntinF applications for graz-
ing scleotions, I would hike to see something
dono in the matter, espeeially to sec that
men living in Queensland—some of whom
have had fifty or sixty applications in for
seloctions vonr after yoar—are able to secure
land; but I realise that the question 15 n
very diffioult one to handle. The Secretary
for Public Lands interjected while the hon.
member for Barcoo was speaking that New
South Wales did not debar Queenslanders
from going in for land selection there, They
pmct.lcalldy do so. A body of men is
appointed there to select the applicauts, and
they can select whom they like.

T'he Beenrerany For Pusiic Laxps: The: do
vot definitely debar then.

Mr. PAYNE: No, but there are plenty
ways of killing a pig hesides hitting it on
the head. (Laughter.) When they have a
Bozrd o select the applicants, they oy
select whom they choose. I undersiand e
lave a ystem operating in the DBurnett
district under shich the seleviors are chos:n,
and I vannot see whr that system does not
apply to grozing selection . A good de |
conld be done to assist (he mative-born
Gueenslander who has o knowledge of the
country wswd  of sheepraising, and  who
submits applications year after year with
very little liope of gotting a holding,  Seme-
thing should be done to give these doserving
young men who knovw all about the busitess
ar opportunits of making a home in the
Btate 1 which they are bred and boro.

Hoxovraste Meumpers: Hearv. hy !

Mr., PAYNE: 1 am not in favour of pro-
ceoding along an imaginavy fiwe, and saying
that o man in New Bouth Weles should not
Lie entitled to this and that in Queensland.
but thoy are doing something of that sort
in New South Wal s, It s ne good the
Miuistor saying that they do not dehar
anyone in New South Wales. They o, by
their system of selecting appliesnis, [
reprat agein that 1 do not think (he Ainis-
ter would do any harm if he applicd tho
s story prevailing in the Upper Burlwit to
groging avess, and T do not think he veuld
meot with very muoch opposifion fram auy-
body. The Government shonld giv thosz
youig moen who ey vear after :oar to put
o seleotion a grester opportunity of getting
that selection,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns}: 1 wisl to
reply to just one matter. and that is the
g tion raised by the leader of the Oppo-
sitivn aboul main roads. 1 assured the ]mn_
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“ (k) That towards mal:inﬁ good the
Supply granted to His njesty on
account for the service of the year
1925-26, a sum mnot excreding £700,000
2‘! %ranied. from the Trust and Spevial
unda.

“ (i) That towards making good the
Bupply granted to Ilis Majesty on
anccount for the serviee of the year

1825-26, a sum mnot exceeding £600,000
be granted from the moneys stauding to
the eredit of the Loan Fund Aecount.”

Mi. MOORE (Awhigny): There are one
or two matters that I would like to refor fo
in these resolutions before they are agreed
to, Considering the amount of money that
has been wasted on a lot of State enterprises,
I question whether we should agree 1o
uppropriate this amount of money.

The Tagasurer: What amount do you
suggest ?

Mr, MOORE: I would sugpest that n
comsiderable amount should be knocked aff
from the Trust and Loan Funds Fstimates,
so that we may put a stop to somoe of thy
extravagances of the Government in conmee-
tion with State enterprises. [ would also
suggest that an amount should by tukon
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund, so
that we shall not have the extravagance of
rortuin Ministers poing on expersivie tours,
such as was indicated by the statcneut
tebled by the Premier the oth.r day with
vegard to the expenditure during the last
twelve months. Some of these amounis
seem to be reazonable, but othirs are
seandalous. I have no objection to the
expenes of the Premier ar the Secretary for
Mines when visiting England, [ recognivo
that thosze duties had to be carveicod ouf, and
we do not want to curtail the expenses of
the representutives of the State vien they
ure roing home on importaun missions, 't
want to see Queensland properly reprosonted,
and, in my opinion, thase expenses were not
too high; but [ certainly think that some of
the expenses incurred by Ministers duoving
the wvear were out of all rvesson. We
ucked B question last year as tn whether the
Secrotary for Mines was doing clectioneering
work at his own expesso when he vent out
into the Warrezo electornte. We find now
that the hon. gentleman reccivied an ullow-
ance of £174, and incurred gn copenditure
uf £481 for hotel expenses and £214 for car
hire, and I have a suspicion that n co sider-
nble wmount of that was incovred while
doing cloctionesring work at that parficular
perind.  No one thinks rhat the Miniter
woent out te the Warrezo electorate to find
capper mines ar snything of thal sout,

An Hoxouraste Mramer : What abaut oil?
{Luughter.)

Mr, MOORE: 1 think it is weang that the
publie funds should bo used for electionecr-
mg Purpmes in that wmnner. The cwuntry
sbould not have to pay for privileges of that
sort, If Mr. Decdford wanted to be olected,
and thar had ang influence on the Minister's
vigit, T think the money shoull rame out of
the candidate’s own pocket, and that the
publie funds should not be wsed for that
purpose,

The Seererary ror Mivgs: Do not forget
that T made frequent visits 1o Melbourne
during the year in conneofion with the
Hritish Empire Fxhibition.

Mr. MOORE: I do not think the Minister
travelled by inotor-car.

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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The Secierany vor MiNgs: [ iravelled by
railway car.

Mr. MOORE: There are exponses incurred
for motor-cars in the Wartegn ecleciorate
during the eclection period,

The Secrerary ror Mimveg: 1
Mount Coolon by car.

Mr. MOORIE : We know that the Secrctury
for Mines took a very extensive tour in the
Warrege at that time, and it happencd to
fit in with {maginary ministerial dutics.

Agzain, the expenses of the Seeretury for
Publie Instpuction are out of all reason. If
a membor goes onco a week to look after his
clectarate, it is out of all reason that the
public shoald be expected to pay for it
Nobody is going to convince me that this
money was spent leritimatelr in the adminis-
tration of the department of swhich the hon,
gentloman is the head, 110 gi-s to his elee
torate at week ends, and by no =feotch of
imagination can that be elled  neestssar
from an administeation point of view. Tf
is yiot faie or just that publie funds should
he spent in that way., There ave several
approprintions in these resolntions which ave
out of all reason, and the Committee has no
right to pass this maney if the spme anount
of expenditure is going to continue. This is
the first oceasion that we have had the
opportunity of getting a full list of Mlinis-
terial expenses,

The Secretary ror Pustic IxsTRUCTION:
What is wrong with them, any.ay?

My, MOORE: T am sorry the hon. gontle-
man was not here when I was referring to
his expevses, which I think were ont of all
reason,

The BecreTary ror PUsuic INSTRUCTION :
There iz £3500 in connection with the
liribery case—don't forget that. That is why
vou are equenling at me.  Opposition
langhter.)

The GITAIRMAN ¢ Order! It is time the
bon. member for Aubigny dealt with the
question before the Committee.

Mr. MOORE: To my mind this is a tims
when we bave a right to express an opinion
15 ta whether the expenditure of the Go-
vernment has been right or wrong; as fo
whether they have been economical or unduly
extravagant,

The CHATRMAN ¢ 1 would like te point
out to the hon. member that the guestion
wnder diseus ion is the matter of raising
money votod by Commitise of Supply. The
place for the hon, member to raise the point
which he wishes to  diseuss was on  the
departmental  votes,

Mr, MOORE: That means that we have
to agree to these amounts whether we object

wont to

or nof.

The Treasvrer: This is Committee of
Ways and Means,

The CHAIRMAN: Theo resolutions

specify the methods br which the money
voted is to be raised, The monvy has slready
been voted by a Comumittee of this House

My, MOORE: These woolutions make
available to the Government eortain sams
for carrying out the wark of the Government
for the ensuing period, and it sirikes me
that this is the time when we should object.

The Tresscrer: The money has already
been voted. These resolulions determine the
ways and means by which it shall be raised.
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Mr. MOORI : Tt seems to me that it is a
question of whether the money shall be mads:
available, I uuansn the hon. gentlerman
will admit that if we refuse to pass these
cesolutions the Government could not carry
on,

The CHAIRMAN : I will make the mafter
olear by gquoting what * Mayv ™ has to say—

“ Following the practice used in the
Committee of Supply, which sanctions
an explanation of all the Army nand
Navy Estimates upon the first motions
relating to those serviees, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer founds the ' Budget '
Statement, which extends over the
finances of the eurrent year, upon the
first recolution that he proposes to the
Committee of Ways and Means, whatever
may be the purport of the resolution;
and the debate that ensues follows tho
lines traversed by the Chancellor's
Statement. On the resolutions subse-
nently proposed in the Committee of
Ways and Means, <ebate must be relevant
to the resolution under considerntion.”

The hon. member will see that the guestion
for cansideration now is the Ways and Means
by which the Supply alreadv grunted shall
be raised.

Mr. MOORE: Then apparently the only
place where we can discuss a matter lile
this—the question of whether the money has
been wisely spent or not—is on the sccond
reading of the Appropriation Bill, and, as
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I shall have an opportunity of speaking on
this and othor matters on that occasion, [
shall s0.

Question put and passed,

The House resumed,

The Cuatrymax reporvted the resolutiona.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Duy for to-morrow.

RECEPTION AND Apormox of RESOLUTIONS.

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon.
B. G. Theodors, Ohilluyae), the resolutions
were received and agreed to,

APPROPRIATION BILL. No. 2.
Frrsr READING.
A Bill, founded an the resolutions reportad
from the Committon of Ways and Meaus was
itiroduced, and read a first time.

SECOND READING.

The TREABURER (Hon. E. (i, Thesdore,
Chittugoe): I beg to moye—
“Phat the Bill be now read a second
time."

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): The ontstnnding
queztion is the amount of oney that is
heing epent on State cntorprises. These
figures show the position of those various
enterprises under the control of the Com-
missioner for Trade to &0th June, 1924 :—

Huterprize, Tndehtednt & Peatt, Licsa,
to Treasnry.
) £ £ ! €
State Statinns T 1.918,5:8 o 674,780
Buteher Shaps Y ik 1 112,148 0,421 -
Prodnee Ageney M 25 18432 v 1,707
Cannery Y o 5 160,400 e E3477
it el g 0,500 12,381 pov'
Fish Supply o 77.am i 99,719
2,201,082 vie e
Railway Refreshment Nooms or. ﬁﬂﬂl 23,6531 i
Tatils ot R o 2 2R E,001 44,253 TT0. 752
Net loss tp 30th June, 1024 Fi = TAh440

The Trmstner: I am surprised at the
hon. gentleman not raising this matier on
the Estimates,

Mr. MOORE: If the Teeasurer had given
us an opportunity, 1 would have raised it
on the Jstimates, but failing an opportunity
on that oreasion, I must take advantage of
the opporfunite that now presents itself.
The &tite butcher shops diselosed a profil
of £40,650 to 30th June, 1818, +hich was

made on the wholesale disposal of meat
which was aequired from the meatworks
allegedly for war purposes. This profit was
transforred to the State butcher shops in
the financinl 1oar 1917-12, The railway
refreshment-rooms and the State hotel are
enerprises which arve not subjeet fo com-
pefition.  These fgures further explain tho
position in connection with Btote anterprises
to 30th June, 1924 :—

Jri— Indehiednrs Net
{0 Treasury. Loss,
£ L
Enterprizes under enntrol of Connel-sioner far Trade s e ] 2,.284.0M ™Ha,400
Mining Enterprises T4 A Rrh 3 i gl i 1,587,244 405,864
Teawler nud Steamer i " » 48,500
Totals " g | 3,871,385 1,270,023
£ &
Ret lovs on all Ruterprises (u= alove) . e 1,270,028
Add nacharsed intersst (ot § per ront,)—
:\I!Iuhi* r:nt:l-rgﬁn-s o Vi . % o) i i lt‘!i.gtu
rawler and Steinter - & e o 502
i o) 120,041
Totul lozses ta 30 Tuge, 1621 - L4057
Mr. Moore.]
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According fo the Aunditor General's report,
the Government bave decided not to charge
interest on certain money invested o the
mining industry “in this Biate wntil thoso
enterprisvs becerme payable  "The Scerctary
for Mines, by way ol; Justifyiug this expendi-
ture from public funds, pointd out th t the
mining indvstre is of a speenlntive natura.
Lixperience has proved thut there has beon
an enormcus waste of public meney o cou-
neetion with Stute evierprises, and that very
ittle benofit has aecrued to the Stote. It is
all very fine to talk ahout the enormous
suving to the Railvay Dopartment throngh
the various mining enterpriscs.  Wo k

o
perfectly  well that the saving is more
unaginary  than roal, beeausp thers arp

Eri\'uh_' mines in_the various loenlitics that
ave been opened up since the alleged high
vices werp charged, that ecan supplv the
nilvay Deparitment in North uecnsland
and in Ceutral Queen-land svith all the eonl
required,  Privats mines are ovailable to
give the Stute all the ceal it requires,

The report of the Auditor-Gencral also
discloses fhe fact that £280,000 has heen
written off the working aceount of the
Chillagoe Btate smelters for all time, and
that £88,600 has been written off  the
indebtedness to the Treasury of the Mount
Mullignn coalmine for all time. This is all
becoming an inereasingly heavy burden on
the taxpayer. Ii iz time Ministers made up
their mind as to whether they intend to
continue on the lines they have done in the
|mst aund to continne accumulating  these
osses indefinitely. The 8 erctary for Mines
held out absolutely no hops as to when
theiwe mines were likely to pay in the future.
His only argument was that it was not his
fault; that it was due to the prices of motals
which were established outside the markets
of Queenslond, and eonsequently until those
marlkots improved we wonld have to faco
losses cuch year.  All theso losics are an
incrensingly hesvy burden on a small popu-
lation. We are not getting an adequate
return for the monev expended. As the hon.
member for Cunningham pointed out, it
would br more economical E:r the State to
close up the mines that were showing a loss,
and pay ecach man engaged in them a pen-
sion of £2 a week.

A Govervuext MewvserR: Do you recom-
mend that?

The Becrerany rorR Prinic INSTRUCTION :
That is not progress,

Mr. MOORT: Tt is not progress for the
State to continue working these ventures at
siuch a heavy loss,

The SecRETARY vor DPusLic TNSTRUCTION .
Look at how the State bunicher shops have

saved the people of Queenslund hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman knows
from experience in  Toowoomha that the
State buteher shops did not reduce the prics
of mrat there by one-halfpenny.

The SecueTary ror PosLic IssTRUCTION
What ahout Brishane?

Mr. MOORE: The private shops in Too-
woomba undersold the State hutcher shops
from the day of their ineeption, and they
have undersold them over sinco. The rooult
has been that six of the State butcher shops
there closed down beecause thev conld not
compete with private enterprise. It iz all

[Mr. Moore.
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norsonse 1o talk about how tlie:2 State entor-
prizey have saved the people of the Stare
money. That i. merely an aoertion, and
na praof has been addueed o show that they
liev s been suved mone;,

The Becnerary For PUDLIC INSTRUCTION
I suppose yon say that il thers were no State
cozlmines ‘in Queensland there vould Lo un
raal woid here,

My, MOONT: DBefore Stile  conlmines
v re o dablished eonl was obtaingble in
Quecnslaml ar o reasonable vate, and there
was o exploitation,

My, Hlagreey: OF course there was,
railoaye wore exploited,

My, MOORE : The railwiys were exploitod
becau=e of the policy of the Government.

AMr. Hapreey: They were sold thivd-class
conl at tivst-clpss rates.

Mr. MOORKE : Coal which was known io
be unsuitable was supplied to the reilwars
merely to keep men ab partienlar mines
employed. The hon. gentleman knows that
to bo a fact, It was the prossuve of outside
arganications that compelled the Govern-
ment to give contracis for conl ta thoso
minss to keop themn going,

Mp. Hamriey: Could the men now
employed st the Stefe mincs be employved
out ide of them?

Mre. MOORE: Yes. The Blair Athol eol-
liery is being pushed out of business—mof
through any fault of the miners themselves,
but merely through competition by the State
coalmines, which sell their product at a rate
that docs not par, and which are producing
ooal up to the present at a loss.

Mrp, Cortins: Would ou close the Bowen
Stnte conlmine in order to allow the Blair
Athol mine to be developed?

AMr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman wants
ta pick ont the one bright spot where a
profit of £338 was mado last year after the
expenditure of an epormouns amount of State
meney.

Mr. Coruxs: It made a profit of £5.000
the vear befare. (Interjections from Go-
vernment members,)

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Ale. MOORE. The fact that the Bowen
State conlmine made s profit of £5000 in
1922, and that nmount dropped to £338 last
vear after all the money that was expended
on its development, just shows how badly
it 15 going.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION @
You would elose if down tor the Blair Athel
mino.,

Aly. MOORE: I would elose it down if it
meant that the Blair Athol mine would be
enahled ta build up a big export trade.
The hon. member for Leichhardt in two
specches delivered by him this scssion spoke
of the impossibility of the Stits mines com-
petine with the Blair Athol o almine if the
Tnttor were allowed decent condiiions, nnd if
the clasing of the Bowen State eoilmine
wonld give that mine an opportunity of
building np an expoart trade it would be «
wise move, It would bo wise (o closo dovn
such State mines ns eontinue o lose money,
i+ the money could he neod to better advan-
tage in aother wavs, (Government nterjen
tion.)

The
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the purpose of serving thise lands, and it
certainly looks as if that vast expenditure
on railways is going to be an inrll'llinil:n and
inereaging linbility on the people of this
tate. If a certain amount of that money
was expended in asisting  te  establish
secondary industries that we want so bLadly
in Queensland, wo would be able to s some
prospect of this expenditure being unnoeos-
sary in the futore, as wo would have cstali-

hished gecondar- industrics  which  wauld
opable people to seeure employment, At the
present  time it seems that we are ounly

gotting into a worse position cach vear. Our
loan  indebtrdness is inerepsing, and oue
industrics are getling into such a position
that we cannot compete with other people in
Australin,  The chairman of the Queensland
Chamber of Manufactures the other night
put the case very succinetly. When the fsti-
mutes for the Department of Public Works
were hefore the Committee T quoted o state-
ment by the Inspector of Shops and Favtories,
in vhich he said that the nuwuber of sm-
ployees in factorics had deercased and the
numhber of employees in shops had inercased
Ly 916 last year. Thal is a datement that
pveryone must regard as lragic, boeanse it
shows that, instead of manufacturving what
we regiire in Queensland, we wre purchasing
more and moere from the South, and we are
drifting further and further along the road
to finaneinl disaster. By exp onding money
oun enterprises that sre nol roturming any-
thing like the amount 1o the Stats that they
should, by bolstering up with subsidice indus-
iries which show no possible hope of boi g
able to stand on their own fool—at sny rate
within a reasonuble time -we ave plucing
a burden on the State, and we do not know
how the people are going (o carey thar buy-
den. When the Sceretary for Public Lamls
went up to the Dawson Valley, he inlkod
about the irrigation scheme boing a national
work and a propor charge om the generil
taxpayer. We are tending in the divection
that everything is gaing to be pur on o the
taxpayer.

Mr. Buoteoox: What da you thivk about
making the Dawson Valley tvrigation schoae
a charge on the taxpayer? :

My, MOORE: If fthe scheow cavmat bie
sell-supporting, I think that it =hould nol
be undertaken at all.  We have aleoadsy
shouldered o burden of £170.000. which hans
been written  off, in connectinn with the
Inkerman irvigation schemo,

My, Bueoek : Your colleagues bolieve that
the Dawson Valley irrigation schome shoubl
be a cliarge on the zeneral fuxpiver,

Mr. MOORE: If public money is expended
on an enterpriso, it should shov o peeaguoect
of becoming self-supporting,

Mr. Buteork: What about the lion. weni-
ber for Murilla ?

Mr. MOORK : I think that the hon. mem-
Ler for Windsor supported the Minister, but
I hold that the principle is wrong., I
public: money is expendod on a large ventore,
it should be self-supporting, and should not
become o burden on the taxpavers of the
State. 'The position is exactly the samo as
the State enterpriscs, in connection with
which tho general taxpayer is supposed to
carry the burden, and wild statemoents are
mado abont the indirect benefit the taxpapor
is veceiving. The indirect bonefits, so far os
I can see, are illusory, and cannot be proved.

| Mr, Moore.

Appropriation Bill, No. 2. [ASSEMBLY.] Apprepriation Bill, No. 2.

They ave only wild assertions, and the
expenditure is not retuening the value to the
State that it should do. As the hon, member
for Mirani eaid, a great amount of it is
unproductive, and the limit of taxation has
been  veached,  That condition of things
should not be allowed to continue. The
Treasurer should realise—and, judging irom
his publie utterances, T think he has realised
—that the limit of taxation has beem veacherd
Wi are spending nearly £5.000,000 a yoar of
loan money. and the hon. gentleman knows
thet at least 80 per cent. of the interest on
that loan money is going fo bhe a Lurden
on the taxpsver. He must recognise that if
loan mone: is poitg to be expended on works
which will not return a saflicient amonnt fo

pay interest, taxation will have ta Lo
inereased.  Flo admits that taxation has
reached its limil, and econsequently there

should be a curtailment and a change in
regnrd to the rate and method of expendi-
ture, so0 that we may be able to pot &«

regsonable veturn from i or else thero
should  be a corvtailment of cxpenditure
altogether until  conditions  become more

fuvourable for us to met o better retarn on
the money expended. We are asked ts vote
abont  £25.000,000, Tt is a iremendons
amount of money for a vy Jdowly-inersusine
population to find, We know that it 15
wgainst the policy of the Governmont io
encourage immigration so that the burdens
outl be more evenly distributed. The 1 turns
show that land seitlement is not increasing in
the way it should o, T dnee zay the hon.
vaember will rermember roading tn the Press
u gpeoch delivered br Arehibishop Dubig at
Chirehilla, when he pointed out that during
the lasf ten years 83 seftlers had left that
district and eome to fown, and that there
were farty more who were likely to do the
same.  That shows the position we have got
irfo. The Government would be wise if
they lonked into the expoaditure of the
morey which iz bheing voted {o see whether
many af the leakages which are ovident to
ardinary individuais eannot be stopped. and
whether it is not possible to eartril ihe
expenditure of loan money in the wpy we
are spending it as we know that 70 por
cent. of the interest burden will fall on thu
greneral taxpayer:,

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The Bill
hofare the House indicatos thit we are travel-
line ot a Faivl; vapid pace. The Estimates
we hava pnssed  represent a huge sum ol
money, the ifotal approximating £25.000.000
—ahout £14.000,000 fram revenus and nenrly
£11.000.000 from Loan and Trust Funds, in
addition ta which we have passed a vote
nf £2.500.000 an acconnd ef ihe = rvievs for
the next financial vear, Tf mmst be apparent
to overy thoughtfol man in this Mousr that
there iz room for o degree of hesitaney in
pa-sing such a huge sum of moeney. and I
malce that remark rememboring that the pur-
post. for which it is fo be sxpended should
win the eonfidenge of this House.

The Government are conneeted with enter-
prizes and businesses which in the apere-
pate show a loss of some £16,000.000. That
fact is enough to lead the Ilouse to act,
at any rate. with hesitation and a degree
of thoughtfulness,  Spme hon, members muy
ask how 1 arrive at that amount of
£16,000,000, The railwavs are responsible
for pretiv neavly £12,000,000 of the total,
under  the management of the present
Minister and his predecessors, and the other
enterprises of the Government show  win
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indebtedness to the Treasury of £4.000.000,
and an acearnulated loss of £2.000,000. It is
tue to the country that the Government
should justify the expenditure of the huge
sum for which ther are nov esking.

Mr. Cowrisg: We lost about £4.000,000 en
the war.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: For a country with
a population of B27.000 the expenditure which
has taken place not only in one direction
but in a dozen divections has been foolish
and altogether fruitless.  The evidence of
that is to be found in the many facts which
have been Presentcd to tuis Tlouss from time
to time. Take the railway enterprise. Not-
with-tanding the big tornade of expressions
we had from the Becrotary for Railways, the
figures—even the figuees that he gave—are
against the asserfions he made, Wo have a

reat vaili-ay svstem of vhich wa are proud,
mi it does not pay. As a matter of faot,
it has been pointed out again and again that
the ronnage of the goods rarried on our rail-
ways is less to-day than in 1914.1915, in
spite of the expendibtie of manv millions
of money more in the meantime,  The figares
presented in the repart of the Clommissioner
ere oith ¢ troe or untrue,  Heve they are:
In 19141915 the tonmage of goods and
minerals  carvied on  the railways was
4,400 651, whilst lnst year the tonnage was
5,809,727, or a decrease in =pite of years of
development,

That shows that there is a serew loose some-
where, and it is for this Iouse to endeavour
fo find out where it is. One can only con-
clude thet the administration of the Govern-
went 15 respongible to a very lavge extent
for the staie of things that rules to-dav.
That aspeet of it would not be so bad if it
were not for the attendant foets. The work-
i pxpensc: per frain mile iz Bz 63d, as
against 4s, in 181415, and the perveentace of
working expenses to gross carmines hus gone
wp from 86.97 per cont. in 198282 to B7.34
por cend. in 1923-24.  One could sive innumer-

sble facts and figures presented by the Rail-

way Department to show that somoething is
wanting.

The fact is that development and sottle-
ment on the land has heen retard . and {ho
land tenmire among other things has helped
to discourage land seitlement, T believe
thet no end of seftlemoent will take i
under a properly considerod schemo of apvi-
cultural development, as we undorstand it
We want to soe it take place. and if it i= not
tnking place there must be sone v oawon for
it. Th- facts nre altogether againt the
Government.  This House should pequire o
very great deal more information than has
boen given by the Treasurver as to his hope
that the money, when expended, is =oing
to bear some fruit. Are we going to hays
u retrospect  twelve months  hence, when
thore will be made available to us facts con-
cerning lossps in connection with th- busi-
nees of the State?  The time is now ripe for
us ta realise tha position. Tt seems that we
shall veally aevive at a desd end—for which
we spemingly wore heading o fow years apo
—if wery o oeful atiention iz not given to
matters of this kind. We do not want to
woeit yntil the bailiff iz in pe session before
vooeomrerpee (o ook sronnd, snd it is inevit-
uble that something of that kind must take
pleee, and will tnke plags, unless there is a
more prudent mode of dealing with the
finances of the country.

[7 OcToBER. ]
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My, TRY (Iwrilpn): T wish to divect my
remarks to the discussion which has taken
place between the Mogoill Shire Couneil
and th: Main Roads Board, 1 had no
knowledge that {heve was any contention
between the council and the Main Roads
Board until T read the report of the con-
troversy that has taken place between them.
I then investignted the matfor to find out
what ground: there were for the rumours
that were spread congerning the operations
of the Board, and T found that the Moggill
Shive Couneil wanted the Main Roads Board
to direet its attention to the construction of
a main road through the Mageill Shive, and
that the Main Roweds Doard wanted to con-
struct o voad into a district ealled Upper
Brookfield. which voad the council con-
tended would net serve the interests of the
disteiet as well as the one leadin: (o Ipswich.
Ir was then sageested that influcnees wore
brought to bear on the Main Ronds Board
with a view to getting this road constructed
ta Upper Brookfield. T have vaized this
question in order that the Seeretary for
Publie Lande may enlighten the House on
the mattor, as 1t is one which has ecaused
frietion hetwesn the Main Roads Beard and
the Moggill 8hire Couneil, It has heen eon-
tended  that influence has tended o the
hnilding of this rond into a dead end with
th- objeet of bevefiting properties held by a
Caliinet Ministor.

My, Cosrerco @ Thot is a serious charge.

Mr. FRY: 1f thut is so, i doserves the
preatest reprimand: but F it 15 not so,
opportniity should be taken whilst this vate
is going through to show that fhere was no
influence at all nsed in the matter.

The SecReTARY FOR Prsuic TNSTRUCTION :
Did you go and see the Ministor?

Mr. FRY: T have not scon the Mimistor
al all. I told the hon. gentleman how this
matter eame up. It is a quostion that is
exercizing the public mind. T understond
when  the Main Roads Board swas  first
appointed that it was to do its duty {e the
best of its ability in the interests of all con-
eepnoed.  After inquiving a litle forthee. T
fomnd  that the secvetury for Agricnitore
v-ns many hundreds of aeres of land in the
lncality.

The BECRETARY TOR AGRIC LTURE:
s many hundreds of acres?

MMr. TRY: I understand that the hon,
ioemabi r has mans acves of land in the Upper
Tivankbeld district, and that hiz relatives
also- hove land theve.

Mr. Copsteco: What s
lenschold ¢

Mr. FRY : The hon, gentleman owss free-
hold in the Upper Brookfield distriet.

Me. Cravyrox s What! Freohold ®

The SEcRETARY FOR PurnLic [XSTRUCTION
Whe else owns land up there?

Mr. FRIY : The Mogegill 8hire Conneil has
pointed out that if the Main Roads Board
constriets this road inta the Upper Brook-
field distriet, the property of the Minister
will be enhanced in value b two or three
thousand pounds, 1 am making no charge,
and all T desire is to pet at the truth of
the matter.

The Secrrriny
vour anthority?

Did you

it—Mrechold  or

FOR AGRICULTURE: Whao is

My, Fry.)
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The Secrerary rFOR Pueric INSTRLCTION !
We know the truth,

The SPEAKER : Ovder! Order!

Mr, FRY : T want the Ministor who I+ in
chiurgo of the depirtment to give ns ifor-
mation an the matbter. A sguabble exists
between  the JMain Roads Boavd and the
Moggill Shive Cauneil, avd iF the nssortions
of the Mogpill Shive Cownell are not well
fuunded, the people onght 1o know.

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Moyygill Shire Coureil toll you that?

Mr. FRY: If the Main Rouds Board is
Lbeing  influenced by Cabinet Apisters, it
should be dissolved and reconstiucted.

The Secacrary ror Aemievireor: That is
a very unfuir snggestian.

Mr. FRY : I also want fu ask thoe Secre-

tury for Tublic Works if the whaef labourers
ard mibners who come under the Unemployed

Ml the

Workers” Toouranee Ael have had  their
allowsnees raiced up to the bode vooge,

The Beererary rom Preric Wonks: Vou
are wrong.

Mr. FRY: Has tho allowanee been
brought up to a living wage?

The Secrerary ron Prssie Works: You

are quite wrong.

Mr. FRY : Is the Minister propared to put
all worker czoming under the operions
of this Aect on the same brsis s tl‘m wharf
labourers and miners? There  re men with
wives and families in m- electorate who con-
sider that they are just ws pweh in need
of the increased allowanee as the werkers
I have mentioned,

The Secnerany For Prsnic Works: Do you
suprgest that the wharf labourer is getfii g
any maore than any other worker who is
ontitled to the allowance?

Mr. FRY : T am not eavilling ab the maney
Euul to the wharf labourers, but T want to
know from the Government what their poliey
is in that regard.

Then there is another matter that T want
to tulk about—the question of the Chillagoe
and other State mines. 1 want to know
what it was that influenced the Government
to t]e]cnrt from their set policy and to allow
the Mount Isa field to go out of their
hands? If it is their policy to take over
such heavily debt-laden  affuirs as  the
Chillagoe, Mungana, and Mount Mulligan
mines, they should have been consistent in
their policy and taken over Mount Isa. I
roise this question for the purpose of placin
on reeord the fact that the shnrelmlgnrs o
Mount Tsa, or, at any rato, some of them,
are strong supporters of the Government.

Mr. Costernto: Oh!

Mr. FRY : I shall refer to that later on
when we pgo out on the hustings and the
Government endeavour to mislcad the people
with regard to their mining policy,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
gou:g’to be appointed the scavenger of your
party

Mcr, FR’de %n rmtls‘aia.y 50, bqt.kif I wnl;'n
80 appointed, wou not e the
Minister, beeanse he would ngt& fit ni';tn a
dirt oart.

The BPEAKER: Order!

My, FRY : If it is true that the Seeretary
for Agrienlture has land in the Brookfield

[My. Fry.
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ATCa, l!ll.‘l'E i some reason for guestioning
the action of the Main Roads Board.

_The SPEAKER: Order! This is the third

time I have had to call the hon. member to
order for making—nof direet siatcments of
improper conduet, but innuendors—and I
hope the hon. mombor will discontinne, 1
under.tand the hon, member is seeking infor-
mufion, and he must do g0 in a proper
mnuner,

Me. PRY : T am speaking in the interests
of the public who sevt me heore.

The SEcRETARY tOR AGRITLTURE : Why not
give the names of your informants?

Mr. FRY: I am hore to use my own
disevimination as to what I shall bring
before the House. I do not wish to_parti-
cipate in anvthing of a foul ovder. I hope
that, while T um here, the working man is
going to have a friend on the Opposition
side, even if the Governmont fail him,
(Government  laughter,) oo,  wmembers
opposite can [nugh ns moch as they like,
bui that is true, and hon, membaers opposite
know it is true. (Renewed laughter.) When-
ever a working man poes to hon, members
opposite and his requivernonts are distaste-
ful to them, they are afraid to undertake
the business, So long as 1 romain in this
Hovse T hope T shall be u ehampion cf the
wage-earner. (Government langhter.)

Orrositios Mewsers: IHear, hear!

Mr. FRY: I am not going to ses any
wage-carner victimised by the Government,
no matter what that Government may be.
If the present Opposition were occupying
the Treasury benches, I vould talke up the
same attitude if that Government did what
the present Government are doing. We have
only a few short reurs to live, and ever
man shonld do his best to improve the wel-
fure of his fellow-men. (Government inter-
jections.)

OrrosirioNy Mewsers : Hear, Lear!
The SPEAKER: Order!

M:z. FRY: On the Bill before the House
it is my duty to seek information. If I
am asked to cast a vote, I shall cast that
vote in the way I think proper. Before I
cast my vote T would like to hear Minisiers
explain the two incidents I have brought
ap, If they remain silent, let them in
future remain silent; but I assure hon.
members on the other side that on the
public hustings T shall again and again
vefer to the matter and let hon. members
opposite disprove it. If T do not have ths
apportunity in this House, T shall have the
opportunity in the publie street where the
public will be able to hear what I say.

[T p.m.]

I rearet to say that there is no provision
made for a widows' fund. It is well known
that a widow with one child reccives no
assistance from the State, while a widow
with two, three, or foar children is com-
pelled to live opon the small amount of
maoney paid in respeel of State ehildren or
else she is compelled to go out to work.
1f she goes out to work. she is compelled to
neglact her children,  Sometimes they are
Eut in a erdchn or kindergarton for the timoe
cing, and when the mother goes home from
work she again takes charge of her children.
Some provision should bo made for the pay-
ment of an allowanee to widows with young
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to be the stock-in-trade of some hon, mem-
bers apposite. 1 do not think there is one
ather hon. member opposite who would stoop
to the mean and comtemptible tacties adopted
by the hon. member for Kuorilpa. Not only
did he make an attack on me, but he also
suggested thar some of my colleaguvs,
bacause they exervised their rights under the
law of the land st Mount lsa, did something
Wrong.

Mr. Fry: T said that the. did not act up
ta their prineiples,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The whole position is that Labour men are
condemned bocause it is said they have no
gtoke in the country; but, if they take up a
piece of mining or ageicaltural land, they
are weeused of being tumoral and of using
their position in o way thev should not. I
vepeat that T excrveised no influence over the
Main Roads Bonrd, and I say that it is
mean and contemptible for the hon, membey
to shelter himself behind his parliamentary
privilege to make an attack on three men
who pre certainly doing good work in this
country,  The hon, member threatened that,
if the Suc‘rvtm? for Publie Tands did not
get up and explain the position with regard

to my land, ho would make an uttack on me

on the publie pletform. I say the hon. mem-
ber iz not gume fo repeat thav statement on
the public platform,

Mr, Fry: 8till T say it. (Interruption.)

The SECRETARY IFOR AGRICULTURE:
Neither is he game to repeat the innuendoes
and insinuntions he has mude against mem-

ers of the Labour pariy with regard to
Mount T.a. Thew are things we hear in
this Iouse behipd the shelter of psrliamen-
tars privil.ge. The small mean mind of the
hon. member for Kurilpa is indieated by the
fact that be cannot denl with matters of a
nitional character in a big wany, lut, instead,
aftempts to injure the character of a poli-
tical opponent. T repeut that my name is
too well known throughout the 1 ngth and
breadth of An-iralin for the hon. memhber
to do me an injury by his mean insinuation,
T say again, too. that the hon. member for
Enaggera should get up and sa: whether he
helieves that the Main Roads Board are
deing the rvight thing in prm-idinp: a road
for & number of settlors in the Brookfield
distriet, a majority of whom are genuine
requened soldier.. 1 am sure, if the hon
member will g up and make hiz position
guite clear, that he will condemn the mean
and cantemptible setion of the hon, memhber
for Kurilpa.

Govesnyexr Mewngrs: Toear, hoar .

My, FRY (Wwrilpa): 1 rvige to o point of
order, T wish to explain that T had oo
desive t0 cast any refl etion upan the per-
sanul ehavae! v of the Seeretary for Agricul-
tire.  (Governument interjections.)

Me. MAXWELL (7enwong): The con-
sideration of this Bill gives to hon. members
a#n opportunitye fo discuss matters which if
was impnssibile for th m 10 ventilate on the
Fstimatee owing to lack of time, 1 would
like to bring under the potiee of the Honse
en instance of whut I might term the
extravaganse of the Government, not only
in 8tate enterprises but slso in  other
mattersz. [ deire to draw the attention of
hon. members to ** Haneard " Tor 1923, page

[Hon. W. N. Gillies,
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1337, where the hon. member for Wynnum is
reported amongst ather things to bave said—

“First of all, T would refer to the
Hamilton cold stores, to which the fol-
lowing reference wus made in the report
_(;522&1:.- Department of Public Works in

Estimated cost:  Buildings,£125.000;
refrigerating machinery, cleetrie plant,
oxpausion  piping, convoyor, ete.,
£75,000: wharf, £34.000; railway sid-
ing, £21500: total, £255,000.

" . -

The offico block is nearing comple-
tion, and the cold torage and machi-
nery buildings are in course of con-
struction, Il yeinforced piles are
driven, the reinforced coneret: floor of
the eomprossor house and the machine
Boeds are east, and a commencement
has boen mude with Imuri:lg the flat-
slab ground floor of the storage cham-
bers and the walls of the comproessor
hause,

The total pxpenditure to 30th June, 1823,
was £211.087. T would like to agk the
Minister if he anticipates getting the
Iamilton eold stores complet d for the
estimated cost?

“The Scerctary for Puoblic Works:
Yes.”

On page 43 of his report for lost financial
veur, the Auditor-General snid—

“The original estimate of the cost in
1919 (including railway siding, £21,508)
was £215508. Rince then the estimates
have varied. In 1921 it was £225,500;
in 1923, £288.194; while in 1924 it 18
£311,434.”

1 want to know how a mistake like that
conld have occurred in estima'ing the cost
of the work. The Minister stated that the.
cost was not going to be increased beyond a
eertain amount. I also desire to enter a pro-
test against the metbods adopted by the
Department of Public Works in giving orders
direet to certain firms for the supply of
machinery or anything else in connection
with Government buildings or stores with-
out giving to all those people who deal in
ithat elass of business an opportunity to
submit prices. On 11th September the hon.
member for Warwick asked the Becretury
for Public Waorks—

%1, What wmount has been expended
tn date in connection with the supply of
refrigerating machinery for the Flamilton
cold stores?

2 What sum will still be required
to be expended on this aceount ¥

3 Waore tenders called for the supply
of such machinery ¢

.4 What tenders were recoivod, show-
ing the names of tendorers and amounts
tendered, respoctively ¥

“5 If a tender wus accepted, what
was the name of the sueccosful renderer
and the amount of such tender ¢

“5 If no tenders were cvalled for,
from whom has the refrigereting machin-
cry heen purchased, and at what cost? ”

The answers were—

1. Relfricerating machines and motors
—£22,233 15=.

*2. £570 bs,
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sent the full ameouni. They were er dited
with £25 far the return—

A GoversuexNt Meyser: CGf empty bottlos.
(Lnughter.)

Mr. HARTLEY : And for something to
warm them up In the moruing, they took
10 gallons of rum. (Laughter.) The hon
member for Wynnum, when Seeretarvy for
Publiv Works in the year 1813-14. drew for
persanal expense nlane—not counting expen-
diture for joy riding and invitarions to after-
noon tea and cake—nn less & sum than £216.
I notice thot the hon. member corrected that
statument a little later and said that the
total amount of his expenses during his term
of office was £446. RBeeing that this amount
was drawn for personal expenses il was Tiot
too bad. T would have liked to have had
o bit af it

[lon. W. FH. Barwes: 1 only spent £758 in
expenses during the whole term of my office
from 1808 to 1915.

Mr. HARTLEY : T depioeate the eriticism
of the expenscs of the Ministers, The Minis.
ters have mat been over-extravagant when
it is considered that almost every hon.
member on that zide of the House and on
this is anxious that the ITindsters should
visit their electoratc., Ngarly every loeal
authority in the State, agricullural show
commitice, harbour bonvd, srhool eommittec,
and those in charge of the unveiling of
memoriils have aked one or other of the
Mimsters to visit their eontres 10 connection
with funetions, They should not be con-
demned, thervefore, far this esp onditure. At
any vate, when it is considered that this
money it zpent on genuine travelling and
not on so many gallons of rum and huttltrs
of henedictine, the. public will not view such
exprnditure in any carping spirit.

Mr. KERR (Huoggera): The ordinary
persan in the streot has been rather astonished
at the return tabled by the Premier showing
the expenses of the variows Ministers,

My, Cortans: s that the big question with
the Opposition?

Mr. KERR: No, hut it is a very big
question with the people who are paying the
taxes. do not see why Ministers, in addi-
tion to being paid their oxpense: when
iravelling, shoul:]palsn draw £2 2s. a day for
personal oxpenses.

Mr. Pourock: Ask the hon. member for
Wynnum who drew it

AMr. KERR: I am not responsible for the
hon, member for Wynnum; he can speak for
himself. The hon. member for Wynnum
says that he did not draw that money, and T
am quite prepared to aceept his word in
that regard,

Qprrositroy Meumsers : Hear, hear!
jectiors by Government members.)

My, KERR: No one is gainsaying the fact
that Ministers should travel. 1 have asked
Minisiers to virit my electorate, although
some of therm have not seen fit to do sa. If
in the ordinary day’s work a Minister is
asked to go to Zillmere, Moggill, or some
other casily accessible place and only takes
a ride in a motor ecar, he showld not, in
addition to being paid his cxpenses, draw
£2 2s. a day.

The SecrETARY voR Pronic INSTRUCTION :
He does not draw it in those cases.

Mr. KERR: I do not know how the
expenses are made up if that i3 not the

[Alr. Hartley.

(Inter-
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methad  adopted—the hon. gentleman can
work it out, If such an allowance is received
by Ministers, it should be eut out.

The Trressvreg: The Denham Covernment
estublished the system.

Me. KERR: What was established nine
vours ago has pot nothing to do with this
linuse at the present time.

Hon, W. H. Barxes: That iz not correet.

Mr, KERR: The hon. member for Wyn-
mumn,  an ex-Treasurer, sa s thag is not
carrect,  On account of the economy that is
demanded by oup finanees, the Treasuver
should send o levter to all his Ministers, tell-
ing them to cut down to the bone all
nnnocessary expenditure. I want to know
il the heon. gentletnan haés instructed his
Ministers to comply with such ideas?

The TressvrRen: Ministers are allowed &
coertuin amount as daily travelling expenses.
The precedent was established by the Denham
Gay rnment becanse sonie of the Minjsters in
Mr. Denham’s time were over-expending the
allowanaoe.

Mr. KERR: Let me ask the Treasnver a
direet question, as I have listrned to his
cxplonation.  Is the hon. gentleman still in
favour of that £2 2=, a day being paid?

Tlhe TrEASTRCR: Undoubtedly.

Mr. KERR: Well, it 1z time that this
Housa woke up ta the fact and said that this
£2 2<. a day should not be paid over and
above cxpenses,

OrposiTioN MEessgrs: Hear, hear !

Mr. KERR: If it were nceesary for me
to travel all over the country, even if I had
the opportunity of becoming a Minister of
this House, [ would not over-expend in this
fashion. (Governm ot lavghter)) Let me
repeat—

Mr. PeproBp: Your own crowd
asspssinate vou sooner than allow
become o Minister.

Mr. KEERR: If Carrington were after the
hon. gentleman, he would not wait to talk
so much, (Laughter.) The hon, gentleman
can br ak through a tent, and he would take
some  eatching., (Renewed lasughter.) Ae-
cording 1o the Treasurer's statemoent, he iz
still in favour of paring the Ministers of
the Crown £2 2s. u day over and above
expenses. 8o long a- th: hon. gentleman is
in favour of that point, se long will the
Ministers travel and draw that remunera-
tion.

The Treasveer : They ave simply drawing
the allowance laid down by Mr, Denham.

Hon. W, II. Barxes: That is not correet.
The practien was not leid down by Mr,
Denham, Ministers paid their own expenses
out of that £2 2s.

The Treastmer: It is  eorreet,  Mr.
Denham eircularised pach Minister of his
day, and T have a copy of the circular.

My, KERR: The hon. member for Wyn-
num has pointed out that Ministors in his
Government paid their own expenses out of
the £2 2s. Instead of present Ministers
doing that, they ave loading up the country
with their expenses, They are saving their
own expense:, and drawing in addition a
bonus of £2 25, 1 day. Hon. members oppo-
site cannot deny those facts. While hon,
pentlemen are drawing this exira remunera-
tion they expect their working supporters to
live on a basic wage, whichnﬁ:ey reduced.

wanld
you to








