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1308 Cotton Industry Act, Etc., B,l/. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jfartf) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

PAPERS. 
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

FCBLIC ACCOUNTS. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt 

from the Auditor-General of his report on 
the public accounts for the financial year 
1923-24. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Ordered to be printed. 

Q'GESTIONS. 
A}IOU>:TS PAID TO MINISTERS, 1905 TO 1924. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES (Wynnwn) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

" 1. \Vhat were the amounts paid to 
all the Ministers of the Crown during the 
financial years 1905-06 to 1914-15? 

" 2. \Vhat were the amounts paid by 
the Treasury DcJLcrtme"t to individual 
::'lfinistcrs during the same period, fur
nishing the HousB with details of same? 

" 3. \Yhat amounts were paid to the-
11inisters of the Crown during the years 
1915-16 to 1923-24? 

"4. \Yhat were the amoun:s paid by 
the Treasury Department to individual 
I\:1inistcrs during tho sarne period? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C'hillagoc) replied-

" 1 to 4. Most of the information sought 
by the hon. member has at one time or 
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another been furnished to Parliament. 
A fresh compilation from department 
records would entail much clerical work 
and considerable expense." 

1DISTRIBCTION OF " GOLDEN CASKET " PROFITS. 

Mr. KERR (Enoguera), without notice, 
<1sked the Home Secretary-

" On or about what date is it proposed 
to make a further distribution of the 
profits standing to credit in the ' Golden 
Casket ' fund ? " 

Tho HO::YlE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, J£ aunt 111 organ) replied-

" The matter has been prepared, and 
I expect to be able to make an announce
ll1·Cnt next '\vcek." 

DATA IN RE RAILWAYS APPROVED BY 
p ARLIA~IENT. 

M>·. ROBERTS (East Toou·oomba) asked 
the Secretary for Railways-

" Is the hon. gentleman in a position 
to supply the information promised by 
him in reply to the following question, 
aeked bv the hon. member for Burnett 
on 19th, September:-

What is the designation, mileage, 
estimated cost, and amount spent to 
date of each railway approved by Par
liament, classified under the following 
headings :-(a) Construction not yet· 
started; (b) started and construction 
progressing; (c) started and work dis
continued? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

(a) RAII.WAYS OF "WHICH CONSTRUCTIOX NOT YET STARTED-

--------
J"anefield to Ro 'evale 
-Gatton to ~It. s,·Jvia 

Section. 

-~ut. Ed,vartls to J[arvvniP 
Jnglewood to Texa". and Silv2rspur 
Rxtension frorn Dirrantandi 
,Jnandah to Taroom 
Yarrarnan to Xnnungn 
Drooloo to Kf•nilworth .. 
])ohbvn to ;\IntllY Creek 
Pccrainon to\\Tanis Boonjcc 
Eromanga to Snndorall 
\Vindorah to SnringYalc 
Springyalc t.o Camooweal 
Qnil pie to Eromanga 

Estimated 

Length. 

i s~~~~~·i;;~1(~ 1f.o 
I Year Pnrliam~~'Ilt 
'[ pa .... ~ed by (not. inrluding 

Parliament. I.and 
' '1 Rcsumvtlons 

Lines). 
'I 1l or Tel'"'raph 

----:----. 
l\I. Ch. 

16·45 
11·30 
27·78 
-13·61 
51·60 
41·76 
15·76 
10·27 
5()-9 
10·76 
0.)·0 

2:10·0 
~00·0 

62·0 

i 

I 1Hl-! 
1014 
l!ll4 
1\JH 
1018 
1\l:W 
1ll20 
19:W 
1010 
1010 
1010 
1010 

£ 
61,404 
40,876 

358,616 
141).181 
170;718 
1\17 7•)·") 
1z1:118! 
16+.0:37 
350,!J.t6 
130,239 

* 

* Xo e;timate submitted to P<>r!Lt:ncnt. Au"hority under" 1'he Great Western Railu;ay .{et of 1010." 

(b) l~AILW.tYS STARTED AXD CONSTRUOTIO:i'! I~ PROGRE'3-

Section. 
· Y~ar 

Length. i pas<ecl by 
IJarliamcnt. 

T<:stimaterl 
Cost when 

Snbmitte<l to 
Parliarnrnt 

(not including 
Land 

Rcsnm1)tion~ 
or T(71egraph 

Line.:3). 

Amount 
Spent to 
Date (not 

inrluding land 
lles 11 m vtions 
or Tt~Icgraph 

Lines). 

-~-----:------ ------- -----~-
~I. Ch. £ £ 

(a) Many Peaks to K orth end of a pprovcd line from; 
Mnndubbera, and (b) ~[undnbberct to Northern: 
Burnett .... I 

Ranncs to l\Ionto .. 
Baralaba to Ca ,(Jc Creek .. 1 
l\fackay to Proscrpine I 
Babinda to Card well : : 
TownsY1lle to Card well 
Tara to Snrat (Section 1) :: I 
Vlindera Rran rh .. 
IJongrench to \Vinton 

110·50 

100·+3 
53·£):3 
75·51 
7±·23 

100·0 
~3·6S 
1~·171 

109·J:l 

(rt) 10~0 
(b)HlH 

1,156,0±6 620,175 

1920 70.J-.a.t:3 228,428 
102~ ~;i:!,5t\;J 15~,76(\ 
1910 1.07-±,601 * 
1010 l,07n.:w2* 
1910 

1.6.:l,810 
770,-181 * 

1914 7il,-l:)-b 
191.! 4-1,6,;() 6'\.il:l? 
1015 ·179.807 20.),187 

* No estimctte snbmittd to Pctr!iamcnt. Aut~Jrlty u:1ler" T.t ~ .. Vorth Coast Raillt'ly Act of l'JiO." 

(c) Started and work discontinued

Mount ~Iolloy 1lranch Extcn·ion 
Yaraka to Windorah.. . . . . . . 
Dajarra to .T unction (X orth and So nth lines) 
Win ton to Spring, cle 
Goondoon to Kalliwa 

7·20 
27·35 
S9·6J 

188·0 
30·60 

1017 
1910 
1010 
1910 
191.1 

39,62± 

2~1.19-J. 

'0 0±0 
4ih7• 
96,966* 
82,672* 

ll7,209t 

* No e;;timate submitted to Parlbment. Authority under" Thg Grext Western Railwxy A.ct of 1010." 
t Open for public traffic, Goondoon to Walla ville 12 miles 19 chains. 
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PAPERS. 

The following papers wPre laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Twenty-second annual report of the Com
missioner of Taxes on the operation 
of the Income Tax Act during the 
year 1923-1924. 

Report of the CommiF•ioner for Railways 
for the year ended 30th June, 1924. 

STJPPLRl\lENTARY ESTIMATES, 
1923-1924. 

Th,, SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Excell<>ncv the Governor of a message 
transmittiPg th_• Snnplcmcntar:.· Estimntes
Revcnu", Trust ard Special, and Loan Fund 
-for the year 1923-1924. 

The Estimates were ordE'red to be printBd, 
and referred tn Committee of Suppl:--. 

VOTE OF CREDIT. 

0:--~ Ac<10UNT 1925-1926. 

The SPEAKER am•onnccd the receipt 
from His Excellnncy the Governor of n 
me"agc> recommending that provision be 
made, on account. fot· the services of the 
several departments of the public service for 
the year ending 30th June, 1926, of the fol
Io·wing sums :-

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
Queensland. exclu~iv0 of the monevs 
etanding to the crr•clit of the Lo~n 
Fund Account, the sum of £1.200,000; 

From the Trust and Special Funds the 
sum of £700.0C!J; ' 

From the moneys standing to tlw Nedit 
of the Loan Fund Account, the sum 
of £600.000. 

The mbsa go was ordered to be referred t<J 
the Committee of Supply. 

TRUSTBER AKD E'\FX:UTORS ACT 
AMEKD1\1E'\T BILL. 

I::<riTIATI0:-1. 

The ATTOR'\EY-GE:\TERAL (Hon. J. 
1\Iulhn. Plinrlers) : I beg to move-

" Th:,_t the Honsp vvi!i. at its next sit
ting-, r0soh·e itself into " CommitteG of 
th~ \'\hol(' to consirkr of the d('sirable
nr-;s of introdncing .a Bill to anwnd tho 
Trn:;;;tres and Executors Act of 1897 in a 
ccrt'lin part:cnlar. 

Question put Jnd pe.sscd. 

OHDER OF BTJSI~ESS. 

PRECEDF.XCE OF GOVERXMENT BUSINESS m:r 
THURSDAY. 

The PRK\fiER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
Chil/,7(/ne): I beg to move-· 

"That for the remainder of this session 
Government bm,iness do take precedence 
of all other busine .. B on Thursday:i." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION oF CmrMITTEE-SIXTEENTIE 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jfr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

RAILWAYS. 

GEKERAL ESTABLISHMEKT. 

Question stated-
" That £96,309 be granted for ' RaiT

ways-General Establishment ' " 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley):' The hon. member 
for To\Ynsvillc, when speaking, st~t.ed that 
the railway development and administration 
uudor this Government was the reason for· 
t'he succe,c;ful development of the sugm· 
industry in the North. I think that is 
totally 'wrong. because, as everybod7 who ha, 
been engaged for any time in the sugar 
industry knows, during past years, and until 
quite recently, the cugar industry progressed 
in spih,' of the va·rious Goycrnn1ents which 
were in power. The development of the 
sugar industry in Cairns and Innisfail locali
ties took place before ther-e was any develop
ment in regard to raih, ays there·, Both of 
those localities were dependent on the open
ing up of the sugar lands L:v the rail,\ay 
lines built by the shire councils, vv·hich th0 
Gov-ernment at a later date took over. 

\\'hen the hon. member for Oxley wae, 
speaking, he voiced the opinion that at the· 
present time political influence in connection 
with the railways was not nearly so great as
it used to be. I cannot subscribP to that in 
any way, because at the present time poiiticaf 
influence, not only in eonnection with thee 
railways but in every departme-nt of tho 
State, is being exercised to a greater extent 
than it has ever been before in the history 
of Queensland. In regard to this matter I 
wonld like to quote a pai·agraph which was
published in a Maryborough pa~>er not long 
ago, showing that a great many union 
'"orkcrs there arc €xpecting political inter
fE'rPnce in connection with the railwavs. The
Maryborough " Chronicle " of 6th" August 
la'::t has a report headed "Ra.ihvaymon's
claims. l\lass n1ceting y(·stcrday," and con
taining a paragrar>h headed " Cbss-con
scious ,,-m·kers," after which the following 
r-aragraph appears:-

"uNDER THE vVnrP. 

" The 'vorkers at. the present tin1e ·were· 
suffpriw: from th0 whin, th3 lash of 
whi,.:h was wi':~dcd by their representa
tive-:;;. r Your n10r.aber is prepared to 
come out and sav where he stands,'· 
declared Mr. ~.farrow. 'He is one of the 
few who is honest and prep a red to teH 
hiA comrades vdl8 t he does in Padia
mcnt. \\'o find that our men shun us. 
Tht:v sav it is a caucus s0crct. \Ye sC'nd: 
our" del;gatr'l to Parliament. and they 
sa.v tho business is secret! Here is Da...-e 
\Ycir, 'ei·ho sa ,-s wh:tt he does. Dave 
vV cir hrrs no ;,crcts, and his popularity 
is inf:reas1'ng cycry day.' " 

ThC' ClLUR:iiAK: Order! Tlw hon. mom
tcr has W{hau~tcd the tin1e atoy;;ed hirn 
und0r the Standing- Orders. 

Tee SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon .• T. Larcombf', Kcppcl): I rise in 
response to the suggestion of the hon. member 
for Warwick that I should g·iye wme 
~xplanation and justification of the railway 
ad:ninistr·,tion. The hon. member com
plained that, in moving this vote, I gave-
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scant,y information, and I said bv wav of 
interjection that I usually spoke" fully in 
teply. I have no objection to discussing 
the railway policy, and I hkc this oppor
tunity of doing so by way of reply to some 
of the main points submitted by members 
of tlto Committee during tho debate on 
Wedne'•day. 

I fully realise the importance of the Rail
wav Estimate' both to Parliament and to the 
CQt;ntry, but the speeches of hon. members 
opposite remind m~' of the title of that 
beautiful poem by Robert Bracken, "Not 
Understood." Hon. members on the other 
side do not understand Government policy 
or the true relationship behyeen the railways 
and State development-they do not, to my 
mind, appreciate the true relationship of 
railwav economic" and State cconon1ics. 
There" thev differ from hon. members on 
this side, " and there is therefore a con
flict of ideas and opinions. I do not 
believo in ca,pital punishme'lt, but there 
shoul cl be some penalty for the constant 
and tedious repetition of arguments hy hon. 
members opposite, which have been answered 
effectively time and again by the Commis
sioner and by the Minister. I admit that 
some speeches delivered on the other side 
of the Chamber were very interesting, but 
others might have come from the tomb of 
Tutankhamen. Thcv remind me of what the 
prescnt Assistant Home Secretary said when 
he was speaking here some years ago in 
reply to an hon. member opposite-

" Jl.fr. Speaker, the speech of the hon. 
member opposite is like a boomerang
it will come back and blow him up." 

(Laughter.) The spPeches of hon. members 
opposite on this occasion may not come back 
and blow them up-(renewed laughter)-·but 
they will certainly rebound and dectroy them 
in some other way. There v.as a mass of 
mutual contradiction in the speeches of hon. 
members opposite, and I wish to ref.er to 
come of the instances of it. Before doing 
so, ho" ever, let me say that, whilst I do not 
believe in undue optimism, I do not, on the 
other hand, hold with intcns,c pessimism, 
and there seems to be more than a tinge of 
pe-;simiPm running through the contributions 
of hon. members opposite to this debate. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: \Vho is responsible 
for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL 'VV A YS: I 
think that hon. members opposite ought to 
try to cultivate a hopeful outlook, in spite of 
the laot that they have been in Jhe cold 
shades of opposition for so long. I think 
that the railway administration of the State 
should not be condemned undulv because of 
the pessimistic outlook of hon. m.~mb"rs, when 
condemnation is not justified by facts and 
figures and by official reports. 

The hon. member for Mut·illa said that 
we should give more concessions to the 
cattle industry and reduce railway freights 
g-enerall:c. The hon. member for Oxley rose 
almost imme-diately afterwards and said, 
"Away with these concessions! Cut out the 
reduced rates which have been given hy the 
Govmnment ! Change the policy entirely." 
The hon. member for Enoggera said it was 
undesirable to commence additional railway 
construction. The hon. member for Nanango 
ro<e and demanded new railwav construction. 
Those are two instances of ~utual contra
diction. 

l\Ir. YoWLES: 'l'he hon. member for 
Nanango advocated the linking up of 
existing lines. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Railway construction is all right. when ba~ed 
on a sound policy, and I a_m gotng to pouH 
out that the policy of thts Government ts 
sound and at the same time that the argu
Incnts' of hon. nlcmb._;rs opposite were mutu
ally contradictory and dcslructi·<e. I would 
like hon. mernhers opposite to ugroc amongst 
themselves as to what they think is a sound 
policy to commend to the Government. It 
js no use asking me nor any other mcrnber of 
the Go,·ernment to consider seriously the 
mutually contradictory arguments of hon. 
members oppositP. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: They would soon 
recommend most drastic thing.; that could 
be well carried out. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for \V nvick stated 
t.hat political influence w::s en the increase 
in the Railway Department, b~t the hon. 
member for Oxley rose tmlnedtately aftc;·
wards and said that political influence was 
\1 aning in the Rail~ay Departm\en~. I 
could go further showmg the contradwtory 
nature of the arguments of hon. members 
opposite, and showing how difficult it is to 
follow their contortions in logic. 

I wish to say a few words with regard to 
the nature o£ the criticism ;,nd the value of 
the criticism that has been advanced, and I 
v ant to tomind some hon. mecnber> opposite 
how very reckless their criticism has been. 
Tho hon: member foe Mnrilla some time ago · 
denounced the administration of the Irriga
tion Commissioner in S! ~thing terms, and 
.some time afterwards when a party visited 
the Dawson irrigation area the " Daily 
:Mail" came out with an orticle headed, 
" Mr. Morgan Retracts." Iwtead of the 
hon. member finding his criticism justified he 
had to retract what he had said in Parlia
ment. It shows how very careful hon. 
members have to be in accPpting the critic~sm 
of the hon. member for iVInrilla on railway 
administration or an.\ other administration. 

Mr. KERR: The Minister holds different 
views now from those that he held in 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am pointing out that the value of the criti
cism of the Railway Departm nt by the hon. 
member for Murilla is jnst as weak as his 
criticism of the Irrigation Commission<er. 
'rhe hon. gentleman criticised the Govern
ment and the Irrigation Department because 
of something he had heard; but, when he got 
the fact~, he found he had made a mistake 

Then, some time ago the hon. member for 
Enoggera ma-de a great discovery in connec
tion with health administration. He read 
ouc a list of 253 articles which ho stntcd! 
had been found in Brisbane's milk supply. 

Mr. KERR: I read out a list from the 
report of the Commissioner of Public Health. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
pointed out that the Government had been 
in power for nine years, and it was a: 
scandal for the Government to allow such 
conditions to continue, but the hon. gentle
man made a mistake. He discovered a 
marc's nest. Those things were not found in 
Brisbane's milk supply, the 253 artic!Ps W~J'O 
articles that had been examined by the 
Government Analyst. Christopher Columbus 

Hon. J. Larcombe.l 
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discovered America, Dr. llarvcv discovered 
the circulation of blood: but it ;·cmainccl for 
the hon. member for Enoggcn" to discov.•r 
cyanide in our milk sup[lly, (Laughter.) 
That instance, too, indicates how careful we 
haY<' to be about the acceptance of the an;u
Jnents of hon. members {)ppositC' in relation 
to the Railway Department. I haTe facts 
and figures to prove collclusivcl:v that the 
arguments urged b~~ hon. nwn1bcrs opposi" ' 
arc not supported by documentary cYidc•nce at 
alL 

I want now to deal with the nncslion of 
exp~·nditure. lion. lilClllbcr~ opp'ositc-pa:::
ticularl:v the hon, member for "\YanYick-had 
a good deal to say about what they tcrmccl 
the unneccssar:v and unwarranted incrca, e in 
(xpcnditure. The expanding SC'l'Yicc of tho 
Hailwa.y Departn1ent requires an increasing 
expenditure, but the Railway Department 
and the Government are quite in accord with 
hon. members opposite that anything in the 
n::ttnre of extravagance sho·nld be prcycnted. 
\Ve all subscribe to that argument: but I 
would point out to hotL members that 
for the ilr;:;t tirne in 1 wt n1 v YC'D r~ t hrrc 
\Vas a decl'easo in railwa=· Cxv.c-nditurc iu 
1921-22. In that vcar tlwrP ,, as a dccrt'as.
in C>xpenditurp ~£ £238,000 a~ coutpcn·eLl 
\viih the IHOYious year, nnd duri11g the 
follo·,.,.ring year there was a further dPCl'l1 <bL' 

of £96,000 as compared with 1921-22. Hon. 
n1en1ber'- must realis0 that thPrt' n1n~t haYc 
been very careful attcntiou dcYotcd to the 
question of expenditure io produc,, that 
result. When hon. members opposrtc speak 
of extrayaganco and incrca:-.ing- cxpr•nL1iturc 
they (l,rc really skating on Ycry thin ice, 

I ,,ill rpad an <:'xtrad from the Auditor
General's report for 1913. I mn nwking 
ro1nparisons because con1parison is the, life 
blood and the oxygen of argument. It is 
only by comparison that we can test the 
ariumcmts of hon. n10n1bers opposit('. I find 
this from the report of the Auditor-General 
for 1913-

" From the above table it will be >ecn 
tlJat during- tho past SC\~Pn years. \Yhilst 
earnings have increased b~- 116 per 
ccnL the expenditure from Consolidated 
ReYonue ha:-; incr.pasf'd 149 per cc'nt." 

Thai is the record of anti-Labour Govcrn
lnent in regard to the con:-;olicla t0d. rC'\ PlHl'-' 
e::-..pcnditurP of the ~tatc·, arul i hat jnclndc~ 
Ltilway t·\p<.~nd.iture. \Ye iind. a!'corcliJJg to 
l!1c Anclitor-Gcnerfll'>' n'pon, that th'' 
g(nC'ral C'xpenrlitun~ of the S1~~te 111 thr~ 
f:C "E'll vcars nrior to 1913 incn .. 'fl..;ed b-,- 149 
per ccl1t. I-I~n. mernbcr~ OJil10f\ite hl'lp.('ll L) 
incrf'nsc that expenditure. \Ybat i.-.. tlw n~..: 
of thClll <:0111ing here io-C\ay aLd (1('1·tt~i!lt!' 
the GovPriJJllf'llt of inerca"i!;g- thf' expendi
tnJ'C' .,,,·hrn thcv 1nl 1'( :~scrl it iu n dr>Vl'L't' that 
ihl' prc-s0nt Uo~~crnn1011t has never atten11 tell'? 

I quote, too, the incr<'ase in expendi
ture under an anti-Labour Goyermncnt for 
a few years prior to the present Go,-crn
lllt'-nt assun1ing office. lTho f!g'ur0s arc-

year. Incrcn.:::c. 

1907-08 
1908-09 
1909-10 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 

15.46 
16.45 
15.25 
10.52 
22.16 
12.19 
10.24 

All those increases arc over the raihYa)' expen
diture of the previous year. The increase 

[Hon. J. 'Larcombe. 

of 22.16 per cent in 1911-12 oYer the pre
Ylous year':;; expenditure i~ a p ,rccrttagP 
irf'rcasp which the pt·csent Govcnunent ha::-; 
1:r:.vcr been responsible for in railwa:v 
aan1inistration. \Yhcre j:;; the forc2- and 
cogency of the argnment of hon. DlPlnber:::. 
opposite in the light of tLose figures? 

Mr. :v100RE: The expenditure \Yas bring
ing in an adequate return at that time, 

The SE<CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I can show by statistics that the adequate 
return which the Committee desires is lwing 
obtained under the fH'Crcnt raihnl ,. achnini-
stration. ~ 

0PPOSITIOX 2\1E;\IBERS : Oh ; 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I c~tn sl·ow that b.- statistics and facts, and 
by comparisons. " 

JVlr, ::MooHE: Can you show it by balances 
and credit balances? 

The 8E·CRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I can show it by the working expenses pe1· 
train mile, and that is a good test. 

:Ylr. KERB: Gi.-e us the deficits-that io 
the whole thing in a nutshell. 

Th SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAY8: 
I will tell the hon, member about the deficit" 
later. I want to de~! with on(' thing- at a 
tim<'. I haye shown the absurdit.- of some 
of the arguments of hon. members" opposite. 

:YI1'. MooRE: ::"-fo, you ha.-e not. 

The SE·CRETARY FOR RAILIYAY8: 
Lc·1" n1e proc'ecl a :;:tcp furtl1er and take the 
CG!npari..;on oYer a reriod of eighteen years 
-nine vears' ad1ninistration under Labour 
Uoycrnrlwnt. and nine vears' administration 
undPr -anti-Labour Go~-ernn1ent in l't?gard 
to the railway c·cpenditure of the S'a(,-. I 
find that the results are-

Increase• in 1923-24 OYN 1915-16 
Increase in 1914-15 o.-er 190"-07 

Per C('n:. 

8L32 
163.16 

That shows an increase of more than 100 
per cent. undc•r a Torv A_dn1inistration as 
t'ornparcd ·with a si t~jln r :)priod under 
L.abour Administration. 

:Yir. Vov.LES: HmY \Yas it <'X]WndNl
in rolling-stock? 

The SE,CRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I 1vill not bG side-tracked in n1y SPC''-1 Ch. 

:Yir. KERR: \Ye" had no old engines run
ning then. 

Th,, CHAIRMA::'\: Order! Order! I ha.-o 
a8ked hon. n101Y1bcrs to refrain fron1 inTer
rupting. I now caution them defm!tcly 
a :;a inst. surh a course. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS: 
I want to emphasise the fact that during 
the last nine v£ars of adrninistration of 
the anti-Labour 'Go.-ern-ment the {'Xp<'nditnr<' 
increased by 163 per cenL v.-hile in the nine 
years' achninistration of the present Labou1· 
Government there \Yas an increase of onlv 
31 per cent.. yet hon. members opposit~' 
speak of increasing expenditure i It would 
not be proper for n1e to quoto th0:.e figure~ 
unlc··s they could he thoroubhl~· Yerified. 
Thev are nbsoluteh.- corr·ct. The\- arP 
not· taken frr,m f1ir.- talf ot· A,·.tbian 
l'\ights stories, but they are taken from e.-i
denco which < ~nnot be clispro.-erl. It is pure 
effronterY .and audacitv for hon. 1nembers 
oppo·~itc ~to ·spt.·ak of extra vagancc in rail
way administration when we have that evi
dence before us showing an increase in the 
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""-"P<mditure undoer an anti-Labour GO\·ern
ment of 163 per cent. as against 81 per cent. 
bv a Labour Government. These are the 
advocates o{ economy and reduced expendi
ture! 

1\11'. KERR: If 'Ire had had an increase of 
500 per cent. \VC would ha,-e got a better 
l·cturn than is being obtainod now. 

Thro ST:CRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Tn view of thc"-c figun>S, \Yhat haYc ho;>. 
membr rs opposite to say in reply? \V1ll 
they n,polo~;ise '? 

0Pl'OSITION Nl!DIBERS: No! 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILW.\YS: 
I-ion. 1nern l- Prs OJ~posite remind rno of '-t 

('haracter in Sha]a~spearo-they would rather 
r·ach hYent·: than be of the twentv and 
bkc each othnr's adyice. · 

[10.30 a.m.] 
Mr. CORSER: \\Thy did •:ou not giYc ns the 

Comn1is~ion('r)s report? 'Then \ve could have 
an:<\vered ycu. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
The report was -rcceiYed from the GoYtorn
ment Printer last night and was placed on 
the table of the House to-day. 

Proceeding- further in relation to the ques 
tion of exp' nditure, I want to show what 
tvpe of economists hon. members opposite 
·ere when 1hey were in power. In 1914 there 

v·ere 500 miles of 1·ailways under constructiou, 
1 he approximate cost of which was £2,500,000. 
Xotwithstanding that, on the eve of an elcc-
1 ion tho party opposite passed anothe1· 500 
milo' of railway at an approximate cost of 
another £2,500,000. 

Mr. VoWF'l: \Ve did not start it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was ono of the most scandalous pieces 
of politic,1l jobbery ever known in the 
history of the Queensland Parliament. They 
did not start those railways! Ko; hon. 
members opposite left it to this Government 
h face the responsibility. They misled the 
spttlero and the people of Queensland, and 
p1.hsod this enormous mileag-o of railway 
that I have mentioned, thus compelling the 
capitalisation of the railways to be increased 
as a rf,sult of their policy. The Tory Go
,-ornlnent had no intention o£ carrying out 
that construction. FiYe hunrlrfKl mil s under 
comtruction at a cost of o£2,500,000, yet the 
Tory GovBrnment, in thei·r last session in 1914 
committed the Si:tte to the expenditure of 
another £2,500,000 for anothel' 500 miles of 
railway! These are the members· who boast 
of economy! 

::\Ir. VowLES: You supported it, and so did 
the Prcn1ier. 

The CIIAIR::\TA='J: Order! 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
This information shows how absurd these lilv
whitn aclvocaie-. of economy are. They taik 
r .. c<onom:'ir, Dnd practise oxtravag·ance! They 
hlk efficiency, ar.d are responsible for the 
most wasteful methods that the State has 
O\'er known ! It is only by the consideration 
of hon. members on this side of the Chamber 
that the policy of the Tory Government is 
not kept more before the public. Inst0acl of 
prolonging the debate, we on this side of the 
Chambee have frequently allowed the argu
menta of hon. members opposite to go 
unchalhmgod. I think it is an unwise policy 
to contmue to allow to go unchatlenged the 

1924-4 :\I 

superficial statements of hon. members 
opposite. 

The pres~:nt Labour Govcrnn1ent are great1: 
harl'dicappod as a n .. ~uJt of the f.ifty year~' 
l<•p;acy of the Tol'y policy of pa -sing through 
r11ilw~ .. y·.:~ as lightly as they would s1noke a. 
cigar, and with the intention of going no 
further with them. (Opposition laughter.) 
Th 1t is tho policy W(;~ 1rant to cq)osc. In 
the last few ye>.rs hon. n1cn1b-ers opposite 
haY(' como to· n1o a::-:king for rail-"ays thnt 
would cost £10,000,000 to build. That is the 
part~, oppo> d to ovel·-capitalisation 1tnd in 
favour of cconorn_v! (Opp-osition lnterjdJ
rions.) lion. ntr:nbers.oppm:;ite ,_trO scH-con
dPnHH d and self-rC>fut.._'<d on the question c·f 
r'.::prnditurc and it is not necessary to pursue 
that subject much further. 

The present Govemment are not going in 
fo1· over-construction. Our policy is con
cPntration upon the existing iines and t!pon 
f'xisting needs-upon the Longrcach-\\in ton. 
Tara-Surat. ""nd the North Coast line and the 
Burnett scheme. This year we have no addi
t iona I new railway proposal other than the 
South Brisbane-I(yogle-Gr:-tfton proposjtion, 
\Yhich io a national nccessi1·y, and which is 
e.upportcd, .,,.ith toxceptions, b.r hon. members 
DppO::~ltf'. 

::\1r. CLAYTON: Why? 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
shall give the loa'l expenditure in the v~riou,; 
States for the year 1922-23, the figures being 
taken from the "Official Year Book of the 
Commonwealth of Australia." During that 
:vcar moat of the States, with the excoptioa 
of Queensland, ·were undee anti-Labour 
a.dministration-

ExPENDITuRE FROM LoAN Fl:ND PER HEAD OF 
PoPULATION, 1922-23. 

l':0w South \Yalc-s 
Victoria 
Qucemland 
South Anst~alia 

IV est ern Australia 
Tas1nania 

£ s. d. 
4 10 2 
5 10 3 
4 13 11 
6 15 7 
9 17 4 
5 5 5 

That shows the expenditure per head of popu
lation to be lower in Quoemland than in any 
other State with one exception. \Vhere Tory 
Governments were in power we find the loa!!. 
expenditure to be higher than that in the 
State of Queensland, where we have a Labour 
GoY ornment. 

Th2ro is no hope for economy or efficiency 
from hon. members opposite. The only 
way we can aecertain whether the present 
Government are extravagant is by a 
cc.mparison of their expe-nditure with that of 
cnti-Labour GoYernn1ents in Oueensland in 
the past, and with anti-Labom·- Governments 
m other parts of the Commonwealth. I 
regard these figures as a kiud of intellectual 
shorthand, as, no matter what argument I 
used, I c~nld not improve upon the pow<Jrful 
and com·incinp; natura of that comparison 
which I h:we giwn to the Committee. 

Mr. KERR: It is a gcoc! thing to spend 
r:1oney 1£ you are g0Uing a retu:t·n fron1 it. 

'rh" SEC:RE'L\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
T1Iat is quite true. I am pointing out that, by 
con1parison wi~h anti-L:tbour Govenrments in 
Qneenshnd in 'lw post. ttnrl by compariso!l 
with anti-Labot.r Administrations in the) 
other States. the present Gov.:rnment arc not 
extravagant in their railway administration. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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That u· the reply I am giving to the hor.. 
member for ·warwick. 

Hon. \V. H. BAR~ES: Tell us about your 
Ministerial expenses. 

'rho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The interjection of the hon. member rf•lilinds 
me of n couplet from Shakespeare-

" Oh Yvhat can man within hi.n hide 
Tho' angel on the outward side? " 

The hon. member is ahvays talking 'ibout 
ministerial expcnsco. \V e know q Lll te well 
that an hon. member opposite spent several 
thousands of pounds on a trip to North 
Queensland when he was a Minister. \Vhen 
the purchasing po,Yer of money \vas 1nuch 
greater than it is to-da:;·, we had this 
enormous expenditure by one hon mc·mber 
opposite who was a :l\linister of the Crown 
before the present Government camo into 
power. I do not \Vish, howoyer, to pursue 
that subject any further. 

I desire now to deal v ith the question of 
management. Hon. members opposite have 
spoken a good du1l about mismanage·.11ent. 
\Vc can only get a t-rue appreciation of the 
position by comparison, as in the case of 
expenditure. I want to introduce my sub
ject by referring to the records of hon. 
members opposite when they were in power. 

It is inkresting to go through the Auditor
General's reports of previous years and find 
the mismanagement and cxtnvagance that 
hon. members opposite were responsible for. 
I intend to give a few quotations from the 
history of Tory Governments, but before 
doing so I want to say that hon. 
members opposite are evidently t.rying 
to perform the cuttle-fish trick. \Ve 
know that when the cuttle-fish is attacked it 
exude·> a blackish fluid and ewapes, and if 
bon. members oppooito think that by attack· 
ing the present railway admini•·tration, and 
talking extravagance and mism"nageinent. 
they are going to covor up thei·r O\Yll sins uf 
commis:;ion and omifnion, thev arc n1.aking a 
mistake. I am going to place them on 
record in " Hansard," so that the electors 
may see just what was the record of hon. 
members opposite who arc supposed to stand 
for efficiency, sound 1nanagen1ent, and 
economy. 

Will members of the Opposit:on tell the 
Committee a little of the criticisms 
that were conhined m the AuditDr
Generai's ·report in 1913 in regard to J'ailway 
ndmini.stration? There sYas a S('~thing indict
ment of railway administration in that 
report. Hon. members opposite might tell a 
little about the hi -tory of the ;\lcKccn car 
expcrim:·nt, which ,,·as so co;tly to the State. 
They might give the Committee the RenMd 
read train history a n•l the locs to the State 
thercon. They might tell the Committee a 
little about the hnk en3'ine iwirlent that cost 
tho Stah a sum of £5'1.0:'0 to adjust in 
'trengthoning ~ lines, bridges. etc. They 
might toll the Committ-c a little about tho 
Urangan job which cost the State £50,000. 

On several Opposition n,cmbers inter
jecting--

The CHAIRMAN: Ord' r! l'~o hon, 
1nember can sa.v that interruptions are con~ 
ducive to good debate. J1yery hon. member 
knows that, when an hon. member i~ 
cndcavom·ing to make a point an interruD· 
tion entirely puts him off. As every ho~. 
member has heard me say that I will not 

['Hon. J. Larcombe. 

permit any further interruptions, it is on!, 
fan for me to say that I will give no further 
notice. I will name the next hon. rnernbet 
who is reo;;ponsible for interrupting. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL \VA YS: r 
contend that that record of anti-Labour 
a-dministration in Que.enshmd sho,ved that 
hon. members opposite are not competent 
or fitted to cn1Jc1se the prc" ont railwav 
administration in regard to management an·cl 
cxtraYagance. I want to say further that [ 
do not seo any spark'-· of g.enjus fla.- hing from 
the eyes of hon. members opposite. They 
make Just as many mi,takes as hon. mem
ber~ Oll -;his sido of the ChaY!Jber. rrhere are 
no eu;-;crmen on the other side who can teach 
th? . present Commi:· ion er or the presen' 
::\I1n1sters how to run the railwav service of 
the State better. \Vherm-er hor1. members 
opposite have had the opportunity, they 
ha Ye 1msma":a¥erl and mu-ddled; yet they 
talk about efhciency and sound management. 
Lot me s.a..o in all seriousness that the Rail
wa,y Dep·utment is soundly manage.d. 

:VIr. EDWARDS: You know that is not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The facts and figuces which I am going to, 
quoto bear out my statement. The mere 
aesertion of the position by myself proves 
nothing, but I am going to support mv 
remarks by the evidence which I have a't 
my disposal. 

It is hardly nec8ssary to mention the cnor
mows area of Queensland. the record mileage 
we have as compared with other States, and 
ou_r c::omparatively small population. Any 
fanmmdcd member of the CDmmittee must 
admit that those factors are verv important 
in considering railway adminis.h:ation. Our
problems are .more difficult than those of any 
other State m Australia. K otwithstanding 
that the are<~, of \Vestern Australia is greo,ter, 
I ,hall be able to show that the difficulties 
of our problems arc gr·eater than they are in 
that State. Let me give a quotation from 
the Comn1issioner's report-

"A further demonstration of Queens
land's disadvantagecus position by virtuf; 
of long-distance traffic is a comparison 
showmg the perc<>ntage of line miles 
beyond a radius of 500 miles from the 
metropolis in the various Stales tD the 
tntal line mile connection with the 
capitals. The figures arc-

Qncenslnnd .. 
Xew South Wales 
Victoria .. 
South Australia 
'V""tern Aus'!.ra1ia. 

1-Iilrs. 
Perr(mt?.ge 

of Total 
Comwrted 

_______ 1 Line :Jiiles. 

2.21;, 
HO 
Nil 
Nil 
275 

41·8 
2·6 

Xil 
~il 
7·5 

\Vo find thoro ample evidence of the diffi
culty of the Queensland railway administra
tion problem; 41.8 por cont. of our line milPs 
is beyond a radius of 500 mil<:'s from the 
metropolis, and in no other State does that 
position exist. That is a, fad which could 
be kept in mind when WD aro con"idoring 
raihvaY problen1s, to g0t a sound and cor
rect appreciation of raih,,1v administr~tion 
-the enDl'mous handicap that is thrnst upon 
the Government in administering the rail
way system, in which 41.8 per cent. of line 
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milE'<' are beyond a. radius of 500 miles from 
the metropolis. 

Again, I want to point out that the increase 
in fares and freights in Queensland since 
1914-15 has not been as great as in other 
States. I want to emphasise that-I have 
mentioned it previously. The money which 
would hav·e been taken out of the pockets 
of the people by irocrcased fares and freights 
has remained in their pockets to the extent 
of millions of pounds. That is an aspect of 
railway administration which must be borne 
in mind. 

I quote now from an article in the " Daily 
Telegraph" of October, 1923--

" The position disclosed by the precent 
report offers signs of amendment. The 
expenditure per train mile was 16d. less 
than in tho previous year, and the per
c~ntage of expenses to earnings was the 
lowest for some years. The position 
would have been better still but for con
~·essions granted in the way uf rebates. 
There is evidence that, so far as internal 
management goes, reasonable efforts are 
being made to run the railwavs more 
ecoi>omically. But it is obvious that 
something more drastic is needed to 
bring the revenue and expenditure more 
nearly into line. The readiest way, of 
cour·,,c, is to increase the farec and 
fr.,ights, which is the step private owne1~ 
ship would have taken." 

That criticisrn is in rnarkod contrast to sonte 
of the irreRponsiblc criticiRms which haye 
fall~n from hon. members opposite, which is 
falsified by the statement of the "Daily 
Telegraph " that there is evidence, so far as 
the intem11l management of the railways 
goes, that-

" Rca.'ona ble efforts arc beiGg made to 
run them n1ore econon1ically." 

Q11ite a ·different appreciation of the diffi
culties with which railway administration is 
confronted in this State. Those difficulties 
are shown by the fact that 70 per cent. of 
our deficiency is on country lines. That fad 
oonfirms what the Premier and other hon. 
members on this side have frequently sug
gNted-that the railway deficiency is a result 
of assisting country development. 

::\ow I come to an important test-

\YoRKI~G ExPl:XSES PER TRAI~ 11ILE. 

s. d. 
C:ncensland 
Xcw South \Yaks 
Victoria 
South Austra1ia 
\Yesiern Australia 

8 
9 

10 
g 
9 

~· v4 

21. 
2 

5.85 
5 
6 

That is a romarkabk tabl<>. It conbins no 
c-lernc•nt of romance-:r.cthing to charm the 
sen,cs-but it. is powerful proof of good 
nwnagem('nt j rt rs rnvalu 1bln to ;Ppkers aftel' 
truth and those who \Yant to ascertain how 
the railways of Qucemland stand in compari
son with other railways. 

The "lvf0lbourne ..._..\gc" somn tin1e ago 
sa~cl th'lt the \Yorking (0 XfJPlFCd per train 
mile were the true teFt, and I think it is 
g-cn~rall' Teco;:_~nisc;d that it is RO. So we 
f1nd that, accordiLg to th:) best and ~,our:d('';t 
tc~t which wn can ,lpplJ, tho Queensland 
rallv,-ays urr: the _mo-;t ciFicipnt, in Anstruli::t, 
because the \vorlnEg expenSt_'S per trajn mile 
are lower than in any other State. I cannot 

resist mnpha,ising that point, because in in 
there seems to be an absolute reply to the 
crit:icisn1 of hon. nH?rnberf3 opposite. 

Hon. members opposite hCivo spoken of the 
increase in the nun:ber of Governn1ont rail
waY employe<'· and tho }]')n. member for· 
Oxley talked about over-shfimg, and said 
that two n1on \V<?l'C cloing one n1an's work .. 
Let us m.ako a con111arison-

EMPLOYI:Es PER :HlLE OF LlNE. 

1914-15 
1923-24 

3.09 
2.80 

Fewer employ•'"S to-clay per mile of railway 
than in 1914-15 ! There is no indication' 
there of bad manngemt 11t or hnini~tration~ 
Thot is a .splendid little table, and it reflects 
credit on the Go• crmncnt and on the Coin
missioner and his employees. Let us s"e how 
iLe total nun1bcr of mnplo~--DES has inc.reased_ 
Between 1911-12 and 1914-15 the increase in 
tlw number of employees in th Railway 
Department was 2.036. In 1914-15 the total 
Lnmber of employees w .1s 14,936. and in 1922-
?3 the number had inc,·cased to' 16,940, m· an 
mc:rease during the \Yholc period of this 
Government's admini,tration of 2,004 as. 
against 2,036 in iho last three ,p.~ars t{nder 
a. Torv Government. YVhcre are the two· 
r11en dOing one n1an's work? The s,uggestion 
is absolutel:y falsified by th'~' facts and figures. 
and other mformatwn available. 

Let us apply another tost

llEYE:\ft;E PER E3fPLOYEE. 

1914-15 
1922-23 
1923-24 

£ 
257 
321 
336 

There is another splendid table showing that 
thee employees are giving good returns, and' 
that the revenue per emplo~ce is greater now 
than in 1914-15. , 

Let us sec how the net revenue ha~& 
increased in the last three years-

NEI' REVEX'CE I~ GREASE. 

1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

£ 
344,000 
706,000 
722,000 

This table, too, indicat<" improvement m 
the rail\\ay position, notwithstanding the 
deficit. I submit a further table-

\VORKING ExPE~SES PER TRAIN MILE. 

s. d. 
1921-22 9 11~ 
1922-23 8 7!1 
1923-24 8 6i 

That is additional evidence of careful and 
economical m~nagernent. Then take 

PERCENTAGE OF 'WoRKI'i'G ExPEN:-.Es To 
EAR'i'INGS. 

19.21-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

There i· a 
1922-23, hut 
pared with 
shDw tho 

93.32 
86.97 
87.34 

slight incr ase in 1923-24 over 
a svh,tauti~l reduction as com-
1921-22. The follo1\'ing figure" 

NET EARKI};GS PER TRUN iVIILE. 

1921-2~ 
1922~23 
1923-24 

S· d. 
0 8b 
1 3~ 
1 3 

Hon. J. Larcombe.]: 
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I now sub1nit engine mileage statistics-
A YERAGE DAILY EKGIKE i'IIIL£AGE m THF: 

VARIOUS STATES OF AUSTRALIA A:>iD 1N 
A~IERJCA. 

~ow South v\'alos 
Victoricc 
South AustraJi;, 
,,~ cstern At-stralia 
Que ·nsland 
.An1oric.a 

63.53 
56.C-t 
50.73 
-\3.88 
64.02 
60.8 

Tn the n::.atL~r Df engine n1ilc::tgc Quocns1and 
stands in a better position than any State 
in the Commomyealth, and oven better than 
the United States of America. I submit that 
that i ,~ evidence of sound 1nanagement, and 
an in1prov-emcnt of conditions "d1ich ag.tin 
refutes the .:d'gmrh nts of hon. members oppo· 
sit,·--. Tho.~o figures sho\Y that the Gov(,rn
ment policy "nd the raii·· ay administration 
in particu1ar is sound. 1 think hon. ll1Cln

bel4s opposiL appreciate the facts that I hrtvo 
"''t out, but party politics arc such that 
thcv cannot admit them. Hon. members 
op1;osite, like many other members of politi
-cal parties, are blinded by politi• Jl prejudice, 
and they do an injustice to the Railway 
Department and its officers when they 
unfairly attack railway administration. '!.'hey 
rely upon a policy of misrepresentation, con
·cealn1ont, and .exaggeration. 

Mr. MooRE: It is not unfair to the officials 
d the Railway Department to attack the 
Government policy. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Not to atbck, but to attack falsely. That 
is the point. Hon. members opposite have 
a rig·ht to attack. I am not complaining 
about that so long as they allow me the right 
to reply. 

:Mr. J\ilOORE: \Ve aro not stopping you. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
T am not f.topping hon. members opposite 
from criticising. I arn replving to their 
cri ticisu. The general tone of 'tlw debate has 
b0cn commendable so far as cour
if··· y a..nd consideration are concerned, but 
\vhat I object to are the unsound arguments 
by hon. memhcrs oppo·ite. T 1ey arc at 
liUerty to put those arguments forward, b:.:t 
I am at liberty to reply to them, and f'lY 
that thDv arc not ~ound or con·ect. R:1.ilwa ,' 
adrninis{ration is at lca~t as good as it '"a·~ 
before the Labom· party c'me into power. 
If the railway administration were unsatis
factory, how could we show the lowBst ·work
in: cJ~1t per train mile in 1-\ustralia, and a 
l<~ ... er number of employees pel· train mile as 
compared with 1914, and show the splendid 
return por employBe that I ha Ye quoted? 
The case for the Government and the Rai\
wa;;· Department is incontestible and unassail
able, and, if hon. members opposite were not 
in the vortex of a party political system, they 
would readily admit that. 

I desire to refer to the economies that 
have been effecter! in the R1.ih·. "":V Depart· 
ment during the past few years as a result 
of careful management. If hon. members 
\vill permit me, I shall haYe the information 
placed in " Hansard." Information ha.s 
be,.n compiled by the Commiscioner dealing 
vvith coal con-__ulnption, oil con::;un1ption, train 
loads, average daily mileage of locomotives. 
wagon loads, and average daily mileag·p of 
goods wagons. I ask leaye of the Com~1itteo 
to haye the information placed in 
"IIansard." 

Mr. CORSER: A little propaganda you 
~hould call it. 

(Hon. J. Larcombe. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have alrBaclv rulr-d 
in Committee that it is not ad vi .:~blo to 
allo ;c any hon. member to have placed i•1 
" I-Iansnrd" n1atcrial that is not r(-·ad. for 
the reason that hon. members · ·oulJ be 
a ~1lo to place in " IIansard" 1naterial that 
they would not otherwise have an o;opor· 
tunit~~ of placing in "Hansard" bc-cau2-e of 
the time limit of speeches provided under 
lho Standing Orders. I think it would be 
wise if the hon. gentleman would ri~acl wlnt 
ho wishes to haYC inserted in " l:Ianr0ard." 

The SECRETARY FOE RAILWAYS: 
Then I will pursue the usual course. I 
thought I uight lL Y(; eco~:omiscd time by 
getting the information int ,) '' Hansard " 
b~. cnnscn t. 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

CoAL CoNscnnTIO>~. 

OIL Coxsr:~rPTIO><. 

Per 100 miles. 
Cwt. 
57.2 
54.2 
53.27 

Per 100 miles. 
Pints. 
10.95 
10.59 
7.93 

1\Ir. l\IAXWELL: But you aro consuming 
ntoro money. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
The following is an extract from the c,,mmis
.-ioner's letter to me elated S:h July, 1824 :-

" On the other hand, particular atten
tion has been paid to economy in work
ing, particularly in regard to the 
following matters:-

1'rain LaarZs.-Taking the flow of 
traffic towards i he coast on the three 
principal trunk lines, the percentage 
of actuai loads to tho capacity of the 
enginos has boon increased very eon
siderably during the past three years. 
On the Cunnamulla-Charleville section 
the increase is 28 per cent.: Charleville
Homa, 24 per cent.; Emeral-cl-Rock
hampton, 46 per cent. ; Cloncurry· 
Richmond, 37 per cent.; while other 
_,,cctiono show marked improYement 
also. 

,h•em(!e Daily 11iilea(!e of Locorno
tives.-The figures for Queensland show 
that the average daily mileage for each 
engine in stock is greater than is 
secured by any other Sta to in Aus
tralia, and is bett-er than the figure 
obtained in the United States. Queens· 
land a veragcs 64 miles per engine per 
day; New South Wales, 63~; Victoria, 
57; South Australia, 51; West _\us· 
tralia, 44; the United States, 61. 

lVagon Loads.-Thc average wagon 
load at the principal stations through
out the State has been increased very 
materially. Taking a four months 
period, ended April, 1924, with the 
corresponding term in 1922. the per
ccente ge of load to tare of all >Yagons 
load-Dd at Roma Street has risen from 
80 per cent. to 90 per cent. ; Brunswick 
Street, from 77 per cent. to 98 per 
c<mt,; \Varwick, from 51 per cent. to 
77 pQl' C< nt. ; TownsYille. from 80 per 
cent. to 96 per cent.; and Cairns, from 
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69 per cent. to 76 per cent. ; >vhile 
other stations haYo shown lesser in
creases. 

A.umge Daily Mileage of Goods 
TV agons.-Taking the first five months 
of 1924 in the Southern and Central 
DiYisions, compartd with ihe corre
spoHling periods in 1922 (when statis
tic·, were fi1·st lwpt), the average 
mileage per day has improYed from 
22.5 miles to 25.1 miles. If the dc'part
ment had been only getting 22.5 miles 
per day out of the wagons this year, 
~pproximatoly 1,000 more wagons, co,t
mg roughly £300,000, would have been 
required to deal wi1h the business." 

Those r0marks show the economv that has 
been effected. They are very valuable and 
forcible, and haye a vital bearing on the 
admini•tration of the Railway Department. 

I come now to the deficits that have been 
eo frequenily mentioned, and wish to r.•fer 
to the remarks of hon. members opposite. 
They have repeated again and again that 
the1·e has been a deficiency in the adminis
tration of the railways under a Labour 
Go.-ernmont. \Vel!, Mr. Pollock, that is 
tnw. Hon. members might just as >Yell have 
told Uco that two and two make four, because 
there was a deficit on the railways long 
before a, Labour Administration came into 
power. The railwav adminietration did not 
wait until a Labotu Government a"nmed 
power to show deficits. As I mentioned bv 
interjection on \Vednesday, railway deficit's 
lw.ve been the order of the dav in Queens
land for at Jea,t fortv 'carR, and thev 
:;gg-regatcd approximatelv £10 000.000 unde'r 
anti-Labour GoYernrriCnt.~ 'Tht:rc 'vvere onlY 
threr cm>tll mrpluses amounting t., £160,000 
in that period. That ,bows that hon. 
members opposite a re not regarding the 
railwa:.os in their true aspect and true 
!•crspective, and that thcv do r:ot realise 
1 hat the railways stand in a similar posi
tiOn to education in relation to the State. 

\\'!~ ha.-e yearly an expenditure of 
£1,500,000 on State education. :No one 
speaks of an educ:1tional deficit. Hon. mem
bers opposite, and hon. members of the 
Committee generally applaud the expendi
ture on education, and ask for further expen
?itnrc. I contend that our raihvay policy 
IS comp!lrable with the GoYernmenfs policy 
m relatwn to State education. 

Mr. T.\YLOR: \Vould vou make the rail-
ways free? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ye 
have practically free education. but we have 
not yet got free railways. The policy in 

regard to both is comparable, 
[11 a.m.] inasmuch as the indirect aclvan-

. tage to the communit_1 justifies 
the expendttur.e and deficiencies. \Ve get no 
profit from State education, but we get an 
indirect return by having an educated com
nnmity and by equipping the young for the 
battle of life. 

\Yith railway expenditure we are promoting 
land settlement and the dm-elopment of the 
cou 1tr}:, we are helping the mining industry, 
and domg many thmgs of that nature which 
i;t a:' indirect manner, justify the railway 
aefimt. 

If the railway policy were based upon the 
suggcetJon of the hon. member for \Yanvick
t~at i,, that railways should pa,v in the finan
t;ml and r_nonet~ry sense-we would cripple 
wdustry m tlus State. The Government 

shape the policy in C0lmcction with our 
raihva vs in a similar n1an-:1er as \VG do our 
r-olicy 'in regard to ducation. The benefits 
from both are indirect. If hon. members 
opposite would re.t!isc that point, the deficit 
,,·ould be robbed of a good many of its 
terrors. 

I haye pointed out t]Lct cl'·ficiencies occurred: 
under the policic:, of the Tory Governments, 
but hon. members opposite have cccrefully 
concealed those dcficioncim under anti
Labour control, and ha-. e allowed the people 
tc belieYe that railway deficiencies ar" 
peculiar to Labour Adzninistrations. I shalL 
n1alc an interesting comparison-

P>mcE:«TAGE oF 
1901 
19]1-1902 
1902-1903 
1923-192~ 

DEFICIT TO REVENUE. 

50.55 
38.97 
38.32 
28.54 

\Ye therefore fmd that under Labour 
Governments the percentage of deficit to 
revenue is not as great as has been 
the case under anti-Labour Governments .. 
Therefore, the a.rgnment of the ·railway 
deficits being an indication of unsound 
management is not borne out bv facts. 
There wore railway deficits in the years-
1910, 1911, 1912, and 1913, and other vears. 
In thirty years of anti-Labour Government 
they realised deficiencies in railwaY adminis
tration to the a ?"grega te amount of 
£10,000,GOO. So the comparison and t-he· 
appreciation of those facts show that the 
present deficiency has not the terriiying 
and unsatisfactory aspect that hon. members 
opposite would e'ndeavour to lead the Com
mittee to believe. The hon. member for 
Enoggera, when speaking, challenged the 
figures that I quoted. I shall not quot8 
them again, but I have them here to prove 
that what I said by way of interjection was 
correct-that in a period of thirty years of 
anti-Labour administration there were only 
three surplu-2s, and small ones at that. 

In other branches of State activitv we 
haYe striking indications of indirect advan
tages not reflected in balance-sheets. £180,000· 
is invested. in the State coalmines, and we 
>aved last year in the Railwav Dopartment. 
as a result of those State coalmines a sum 
l'quivalent to 24 per cent of the' npital 
lr 'csi"eri in the State coa1rnins:.s. 'Ihos8 n1ineb 
nominally sho., a loss, but we have the fact 
that the saYing effected by another State 
department is equiva_lent to 24 per cent. 
profit. That is strong evidence of the 
mdircet advantage of the State policy in 
r~b.tion to State coalmines and the Raihvay 
Department. ' 

In the Brisbane " Courier" of 3rcl October, 
1923, that paper, when reviewing the 
Auditor-General's report. state,, inter alia-

" One might offer a passable excuse 
for t'he accumulated deficits of nearlv 
£10,000,000 on the railways. At le:tst th~ 
railways are helping to maintain civilisa
tion in the ren1ote districts." 

That is quite true. 
I want to emphasise the fact th:ll the 

t·ailways are helping to maintain civilisation 
in the remote districts of Queensland, The 
" Daily Telegraph " of 1922 said-

" There is a sense in which the present 
Minister for Railways is right: the 
railwa:, is a public benr~fit, and not all" 
its prime cost should be recouped 
directly by reYemle." 

Ilon. J. Larcombe.] 
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In both these articles there was a criticism 
of the railway administration and of the 
'Government's policy, but the writers of both 
.the article~ admitted that there was some
-thing to be said in favour of the contentio:J 
that the railways shouhl not l:>o expected to 
pay, and that the indirect advanta~J"CS v•·ry 
hcqtwntly justified the deficit, or at lcaet a 
portion of !he rldicit. 

The " Producers' Review" of ~1ay, 1923, 
had this to say-

" Exarni1 e for a mo:nent the futility 
of the conte11tion that Government is a 
business from the j)<oint of vie11· of show
ing profit in a hc'.!ance-sheet." 

"The " Producer"'' ReYie\v " did not take up 
the· attitndo that we should regard railways 
in the ";aine light that we would regard a 
J>rivato business: but acknowledged that the 
.adYantages of the State services do not 
appear in balance-sheets. 

There was a further recognition of this 
pnncip]e, and it -..vas reco 1s;ni~,fd by tho 
Opposition. through the hon. memb0r for 
'Windsor. I noticed in the "Daily Mail," 
which report-ed the visit of the Secretary for 
Public Lands and other parliamentarians to 
the Dawson Valley, that the hon. member 
for \Vindsor stated that he ag-rcPd with the 
suggestion of the Secretary for Public Lnnds 
that the cost of the head scheme of irriga
··tion in the Dawson Valley should be spread 
oyer the whole of the S·ate, and that the 
settlers in that area ··-hould not be a,ked to 
"bear the whole of the cost. 

Mr. ~100RE: He only cxpres-,ed his own 
vie·w. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I 
think it is an important vie\v. too, coming 
from the hon. member for \Vindsor. who is 
one of thc- fairest members of this Com
mittee. \V e know that when he speaks he 
F<'lYS \vhat is in his O'·;·n heart, an(~ does not 

·speak for the purpose of political stratc<sY· 
I place a good deal of value on that opinion. 

I refer now to the remarks of the hon. 
member for "Warwick. He .--air! that the 
Srcretary for RaihYa} s and Governr.1ent 
followers gow'rall' c'aim th<t the nil ways 
are assisting land settlement, wealth pro
duction, and the aetiviHcs of tbe Stat--,. The 
hon. member for \VaPcick said that is abso
lutely ah--m·d--that there is no such nsult 
1·ef!ccted in the stati."ti<'"-. I v·ant to saY 
t-hat there i~ evidence that the railway p lic"c 
has led to 1ncreasecl we•dth production and 

·to incn l··ed Hctivit:v-. I ,\·ant to mention, 
too, that, although the tonnag0 carried o·~·er 
the railwfl:vs bns not incrt•8sPd in the ·way 
that the Government and railw .v adminis
tration would ha,·c liked, tho fact must bo 
borne in mind that the mining indnstr~· has 
been practical] • parah-sed as a rf'Lilt of 
post-war inf!uei1c-es. That is a factor over 
which the Queensland Go,·crnmert h::n-o no 
control. 

The partial paralysis of the mining indus
try has led to an enormous reduction in the 
tonn~ge the railway· had to carry in regard 
h mmerals and as ·omparpd ,.-ith what the 
depart·ment would ha >P CQrried if there had 
h<een or-dinary pnnperity in the industrv. 
'Then, again, the sudden drop in the price of 
cattle has led to a great -deal less activity in 
the cat•le mdustry. So have the -drv condi
tions affect-ed the catt18 industry. These two 
factors have also materially affected the ton

·nage which is being carried over our railways. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

Let me give hon. members of the Com
mittee the wealth production of the State

" During nine VC'ars of anti-Labour 
Administration the' wealth production of 
Queensland amounted to £264,000.000. 

"During nine :,oars of Labour Adminis
tration the ·wealth production of Qu···ens
land amounted to £-+70.000,000," 

an increuse of £206.000,000 under a Labour 
Government. That is an effective reply to 
the hon. member for Warwick, and shows 
how our railway policy has stimulated 
production. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is value-not produc~ 
tion. 

The SECRET \RY FOR RAILWAYS : 
That is value. The inflation in pric83 has 
been partly counterbalanced b'· 1 he "' pres
sion in the n1ining 1udustr:-', by 1 h:: deprcs~ 
ion in the C"ttle industrY. and in other 
indu~trics as a. result of v.-~clr an 1 dro~P.rht 
Even allowing for !he inflation of pric,:<, 
thoro is. an c-normcus increase in ,, L--:tlth 
production uncl T a Labour G')\~crn1nent. An 
increase of £206,COO,OOO for nine ?Par . ., uEder 
Labour Government as co!nparcd ,,-jth a 
~irnilar period under the Lih~~r::d Gover1nncnt. 
r say that tho GovNnmPnt ha\'P h ··n h Jp:n\\ 
in the Hailwav Department an-d other depart
nlf'nt•·. to brjn~ about that inrreas,3 of v:~:alth 
production. 'Ihose fig~ res a re given in reply 
to the hon. member for \Vanvick. who con
tended that t-here had cot been any 
appreciable improvement in the production 
of the State as the result of the present 
railway policy. 

Again, !he hon. member for \Varwick spoke 
of the increase in the fares and freights and 
the increase of working expenses. It should 
be appar-ent to every hon. member that to 
compare the figures for 1914-1915 for the pur
pose of building up a case against the 
Government is manifestly unfair and unsound. 
All o•·er the world there has been an appre
ciable increas-" in cost of material and work
ing expenses, and Queensland coul-d not 
esf' lpe that incrc:tso. Let mo mention a few 
of the increases in cost of material as com
pared with 191·;-1915-

C0ment 
Raih .. 
Steel plates 
FLat spring st~el 
Coal 
illilcl steel bar 

53.84 
73.33 
79.26 

161.53 
87.15 
59.09 

Those increc'lcs ar0 as compared with 1914-
1915, but the increases in the interval between 
1914-1915 ha.--c been great-•r. There has been 
a reduction lately, but we ha,·e had to bear 
greater increas0s. in the prires o_f rnatcri~l 
during the last n1no years. The tnrroasc 111 
'"' r'0'l was absoluiely justified in order to 
scc~ro a rontcntGd c,;erviC'o and to got the best 
rc:mltJ out of the employees. The previous 
GoYrrnJnent starYcd the raihvay service. and 
tl ,.1 t led to an enormous burden be;ng placed 
on the Labour Gm·ernment's shoulders for 
the fir -t few years of 1hcir controL 

11r. KELSO : You talk a bout increases in 
wage--. That wab the result of the war. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR R.\ILWAYS: 

I am not, talking about {"aus<;s; I am talking 
abont. the effects on rai]wa:v adrnini~tration. 
\Yith tln.t increase in \Yorking cxpcn-es it 
cannot be said that ther·• has been che 
same incr~a"e in fares and freights. If a 
f•l"iYate firm bad had to me!'( increased 
charge> in matc-rial and wages as the Railway 
Department had to do, he would havG 
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in<Jr>eased fares and freights in order to cover 
the increased cost. The hon. member for 
Warwick and other hon. members who are in 
business have done that, bnt the Railway 
Department did not do it, and the result 
is represented in the deficiency of the Rail
way Department. Hon. members opposite 
would, by a simple rulo of arithmetic, have 
added two and h1 o together to make four, 
.and we could have done the same, but ouc 
present policy is better. 

Mr. MAx\VELL: You add two ;,,nd two 
iogether and make five-not four. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Let us consider the concessions which have 
been given to industry by the Railway 
Department. Do hon. members opposite 
realise the substanlial concessions which have 
been given to indu<try in this State in the 
past few years by the Railway Department? 
If th<Jy do. do they challenge the Govern
ment, or do they admit that the Railwav 
Department has- been pursuing a sound 
policy 1 If they admit that that policy is 
sound, they mmt admit the force of my con
tention that these concessions have materialh 
affected the railway position. Last year the 
Railway Department grante,d concessions to 
the sheep, cattle, and other industries 
,amounting lo £243,000; in 1922-1923 to 
£223,000; and there were substantial con
cessions given in 1921-1922. The total amount 
is approximately £500,000. Concessions 
amounting approximately to £500.000 in 
-three years have been given by the Railway 
Department to the various industries in l he 
State, notwithstanding· that our increases in 
fares and freights have not been as great as 
the increases in working expensE~. 

Then, again, the repeal of the guarantee 
provision of the Railway Act has amounted 
to a loso in revenue which we would have 
otherwise r,eceived to 1he extent of £3,000,000. 
Tlvt was a. class tax imposed by hon. mem
bers opposite. The pre'.cnt Government 
repealed th,,t tax, a-c1d there is a loss of 
£3.000,000 to the Raihvay Department, but 
the money is Favcd to the produPrs and to 
(,he State. I \vant to remind the Committee 
and the people of the State of that fact. 

Further. the Railwfly Depq·tment 1s 
charged with a sul:,",t.1ntial inrrcasc in the 
rate of interest since 1915. 

We are bni!ding for the fulure. I \Yant iD 
cmph .sise that fact. Onr policy is not only 
for the immDdiate present but for holf a 
century or a centur,· ahead. Much of the 
work we are doing on the Norih C'' last Lino 
and elsc·wh0re. and \Yhich is perhaps rc~n1ti11g 
in apparent over-capitalisation immediately. 
will be found to be of the greatest u>c to the 
StatB in future. All l hne c;chemi- which tho 
Govcrnm'ent are developing for future gcnrm
tions arr, nevertheless. somnwhat of a, tax 
on our railwav adn1inistration and fin1.nc0 
at the present tinw. Hon. members opposite 
should bear in mind that important fact
~that we are builtliw; fDr the fHture ac well 
as for the present. 

. J\Ir .. :\IORGAX: Do ~-nu not thiuk vou are 
1mpos1ng too great a buTclu1 on the) people 
of to-day? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Xo. It is not pof:sible for anv Governn1ent 
to build railways only fo,· the immediate pro
cent. Incidentally ID their imme,diate policy 

they must look ahead. A private firm or 
individual may look five years or ten years 
ahead, but a Government must look half a 
c,,ntnry or a century ahc>ad in mapping 
cut its policv. I am sure that hon. 
members of the Committee realise that the 
Broken Hill Proprielary Company, that is 
the steel works company, has had the best 
brains of the country at its disposal, yet 
for years it had no return, although it had 
invest.ccl millions of pounds. It had to wait, 
just as the CDmmomvealth Bank had to wait. 
'rho Commonwealth Bank to-clay is showing 
handsome profiis, but it shovvcd a loss at" 
first. So, if we take a short-range Yie'v of 
tbP raih'> ay position \\.P mav be alarmed; 
but, if wo take! a lon~-range view and get a 
proper per;,pective of State ecDnomics, the 
railway administtation will hrr,·o upon us no 
such terrifying cfiect as hon. mombrrs Dppo
sito profess to feel. 

Hon. mcmbf>rs OfJposite know quite well 
that in the Commonweolth statistics we can 
tlnd records to show that millions of pounds 
ere lost vearlv bv private enterprise and 
industry, sD tli'at not only State c,ntcrprises 
are losing money and showing dolkienc~es. 
The Federal trading concerns are d1sclosmg 
losse,, of millions of pounds. Take the 
F0dcral shipping li1:o, the \V ar Service 
Homes Department, and oiher Federal 
activities. 

J\1r. rlfAxv. ELL: \Ye ha Ye taken every 
opportunity to expos', that position. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII,\YAYS: 
I am trying lo show that there are clefici
cnces outside the Railway Department, and 
that other Governmen(,, and private con
cerns 1nake loss("-;. But I arn not offering 
that a::; a justification for tho railway 
deficiencv. What I am offering a,s a j nstifica
tion are' the various other aspects of State 
policy which I have outlined, 

The hon. member for Oxle:v outlined a list 
of suggest!ons which he said :vould ~ri_ng 
about an Improved r;:rlway pos1twn. vV1th 
a!! due respect to the hon, member, I do 
not think thev would have that effect. The 
hon. member, in the first place, urged that 
\VG shonld appoint a Comrnission to inrtuire 
ir,to railwav administration. It is absolutely 
nnnec' ,'mr0-'. After careful consideration 
for vcars and consultation with the best 
brai~s in the Railway Department, I am 
sctisfiecl that the only way to show a 
snrplns is to increase Lnes and freights. 
There is a simple line of policy which we 
could carrv out tl-ntorro~,;;-, but it is a 
nurstion wl1ether the end wonld justif:v the 
,;,eam. Are we going- to o Iter the distri
lmtion of our hxation 1 Are we goin?: to 
r,·JieYe ihe ]and monopo]i,,t; the sheep king-s, 
or the monov lords of this State, of taxation 
bv further increasing- onr far""'3 and frcig,hts 
o;; the peDplc generally 1 

That is what is involYcd. It is a matt '1' 

of State oconomv "nd polihcal ecJnomy. Are 
'"" going to readjust the burden of taxation 1 
Are we, going to wipe out the deficiency in 
the Raii,Yay Department by increasing farL> 
and freights, or arc \\·e going to ask the 
wealthv ind',cstrics of Queens! and to pay a 
rea 'Dmiblc proportio_l Df the subsidy n ~cessary 
to help to !mild up and develop this great 
} on ne, State 1 

Mr. VowLES: The Goyernment are hitting 
the littlo man just the same. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.l 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
do not think so. I have figures here dealing 
with the fares and freights, and I do not 
think wo arc unduly hitting any y1roducer 
in Queensland. The policy has been care
fully devi~ d and considered, and we have 
changed it wherever possible to assist the 
small produc2r. 

Owing tD the financial position 1vith vi·hich 
we arc faced it is imposcible fundamentally 
to change the basis of polic:,· laid down by 
hon. members opposite when they wore in 

.,power. Thoro are many advantag·, that we 
would like to see materialised in Government 
policy, railway policy, and in legislation, but, 
owing to thG imme!iate fmancial position, the 
Government are not able to effect those 
changes. As a result of the war, 'and as a 
result of other embarras·-ing circumstances, 
the financial position of all Governments of 
the world has been t.,riously imperilled. We 
have the present exchange problem, which is 
not a difficulty creo.ted b7 Labour cdministra
tion, but it is seriously affecting the Railwav 
Department and seriously affecting the Go· 
vcrnment, just as it is aff, cting private 
industry and trade. ,For a period of over 
four years there 1YCre no increases in fares 
and freights under the Labour Government 
in Queen "land. 

I now go further and support a shtement 
that I made, but which I did not support 
previously, to the effect that the percentage 
mcrease in fares and freights in Queensland 
during the last nine vears has been lower 
than any other State .. These are the figures 
showing-

APPROXIl\!ATE INCRK\SES IN PASSENGER 
FARES. 

Queensland 

Kew South \Vales, 

Victoria 

South Australia 

Per cent. 

25.7 

66 
48 

Various Increases. 
\V estern Australia 30 

On those figures the increa.::o in fares and 
~reight., in Queensland has been less than 
m oth<!r States m the Commonwealth 
since 1914. That is a consideration that 
should be borne in mind by hon members. 

Strang;el,v. ~nough. hon. members opposite 
when cntJCismg the railway charges have 
saJd nothmq- about shipping charges. What 
abont the mcreaso in shipping fares and 
freights? Substantial incrcasr:s have taken 
place in shipping charges for more reasons 
than one. One reason, because of increased 
working expens(>S, and another reason because 
the shipping companie;, arc askino- for un-
reasonable profits. " 

Th ore ha VO been increases in other diroc
~ionB apart from the shipping ·charges. For 
mstan_ce, tbo telephonic charges since 1914 
haYP mcreascd by 25 per cent. for some calls, 
and 150 per cont. for other calls, Telegraphic 
charges have been increased by 33 per cent., 
:md tho postage rates have been increaced bv 
50 per cont. All those incrcases have taken 
ploce since 1914. 

Lt't me no\v gh~·e a comparison of the 
Grst-class fares _for 300 miles in Qu,"ensland, 
as compared w1th other States, to show the 
remarkable advantages to the people of 
Queensland over the people in other States, 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

"\vhC're anti-Labour GoYcrnments at r 1 r~ 
power-

Fmn CLASS F,U:tES FOR 300 :MILEf' 

Queensland 
:'\ ew South vYaleJ 
Victoria 
South Au ·,tralia 
\Y estem Australia 

E. 0 

49 
59 t 
52 s 
58 6 
50 0 

Second cla~s fares sl=.nw a si1nilar advantage 
ll' lnvom· of QuecnslamL Thc:c aro as 
follows:--

SECO~D CLc\SS FARES FOR 300 :\1ILES, 

Que mland 
~0w South \Vales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\Ve,torn Australia 

"· cl. 
30 11 
39 9 
35 2 
39 3 
31 3 

?\otwithstanding the enormous concentration 
of population in Victoria, the small area, and 
the comparatively small cost of working, the 
long distance fares arc cnonnDusly greater 
than those in Queensland under a Labour 
Government. Frequently \VC have throug·h 
the Tory press a comparison of the taxation 
in Queensland with Victoria. 

\Vhat about the increase of taxation in 
Victoria through the railway fares, which 
are higher than the fares obtaining in 
Que<msland? Those figures are never shown 
on the balance, but they must be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. KELSO: Are those figures for a dis
tance of 300 miles? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. KELSO: Does the same thing apply in 
respect of the figures for 100 and 200 milee? 

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes, I have the figures here for 100 miles, 
and I will give them. 

FIRST-CLASS FARES FOR 100 MILES, 

New Sout'h \Vales 
Victoria .. 
Queensland '" 
South Australia 
\Vestern Australia 

s. d. 
21 11 
18 11 
18 3 
19 9 
16 8 

:!\Ir. MooRE: Those figures do not favom· 
Queensland to any great extent. (Opposition 
Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~~ YS: 
'Ih<: longer the distance the greater the advan
tage in favour of Queensland. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhat is the difference 
between tho Queensland and Victorian 
figures? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It must be remembered that the \Vholc of 
Victoria could fit into the c!cctorat ·, repre
sented by the Chairman. \V e find for a 
clic;tance of 300 miles-the di,tance for which 
the people want rPasonablc fares~·a great 
increase in far<>, of other States as corn· 
pared \Yith Queensland, 

Mr. KELSO: You might give us the figure& 
for 50 miles. 

The· SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I \vant to say a few words on the question 
of freights. It is not necessary for me to 
apologise to the Commiltee for discussing 
the Estimates of the department to the extent 
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that I have done, because I realise their 
importance, and I also realise that I am not 
speaking particulady to members of the 
Committee, but to the taxpayers of the St,ate. 
I therefore want to have the remarks I haYe 
made set up in " Hansard " as a reply to the 
criticism of hon. member.') opposite, bec;,use 
without any such rep!:, an nnfair construction 
might be placed on the Gov<:>rnment policy 
and railwa': administration, and an injustice 
to the Commissioner, his of:licers, and 
uuployec; might be pcrpctmtcrl. 

Let .m12 give the increase in 1ncrchandise 
ra(es since 1914-15 in thE· various States of 
1 he Ccmmonwealth and :\' ew 7,caLuul. The:: 
2l'C-

b;cr·':ASE Il\ :,lEHCH.\l\!USE R.ITE" sr;;cE 1914-15. 
Queensland 25 per cent. 
Xcw South vYales 52 per cont. 
Victoria 43 per cent. 
South Australia 44 per con'-
\Vestern Australia 29 per cent. 
)./ew Zc-a,land 40 per cent. 

There again it wi·!l be seen how fortuna to 
the people of Queensland are in regard to 
the increase in freights since 1914-15. The 
increase in Queensland has not boon as great 
as any of the other States of the Common
;yealth or Now Zealand. 

I have comparisons here showing the 
favourable freights from a Queensland point 
of view. The hon. member for Murilla and 
other hon. members opposite quoted com
parisons which were unfavourable to Queens
land. It is quite true that all comparisons 
a,re not favourable to this State. How could 
they be, when we consider the difJ',erence in 
population, the mileage, and the area? 

I now submit a few comparisons which 
will show that many frieghts are favourable 
to Queensland. Take cattle, for instance-

RATES FOR CARRIAGE OF CATTLE. 

Queensland 
).Jew South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Western Australia 

100 miles per Lead. 
s. d. 
8 2.29 

10 11.07 
11 L2 
10 9./'5 
12 6 

:Ylr. CORSER: Give us the value of the 
cattle in the different State;. 

The SECRETARY FOR R_UL\YAYS: 
It should cost just as much to rail cattle in 
Queensland as in any other of the States of 
the Commonwealth. 

iYir. Mor>RE: You said fhey were less. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I say so now, but they should be more. 

}Hr. MOHGAN: \Vhy should they? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\:V AYS: 
Because of the largo area and small popula
tion, and because we have the greatest 
a.mount of railage in Australia. 

M-r. MooHE: You cannot have it both 
wa·ys. 

~Ir. :YlOIWAN: Did not we have that i"n 
1912? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \Y A YS : 
Yes, and we also had deficits, too. The hon. 
member for Murilla has come into the Com
mittee rather late, and has not had the 

benefit of hearing my replies to his state
nlcnts. 

Take the rates on pigs in smallf'r quantities 
(}·,an truck loads for 100 miles-

Queensland (~ L yan), 
53s. 2s. 

30 

Per head. 
s. d. 

head-
1 9.3 

XO\V South Wales (£ truck, i.e., 15 
head)--65s. lld. "' 4 4.8 

Victoria (~ truck, i.e., 15 pigs)-
56s. 6d. 3 9.2 

South Australia-per head 3 0 
\Yestern Australia (:i truck, j.c., 35 

head)-50s. 1 5.2 

Then, ag-ain, take potatoes. The comparative 
flgul'l'>S are-

RATE TO PoRTS, 100 MILES. 

Queensland 
Xow South Wales 
Yictoria 
South Australia 
\Y est ern Australia 

Per ton .. 
s. d. 

10 9 
11 5 
10 10 
12 11 
13 9 

The Committee must bear in mind that the 
" to port" rates give tho producers the 
opportunity of sending their produce to 
market, and that must be borne in mind 
when dealing with the railway policy of 
Queensland. The rates for smaller quantities 
are--

100 miles, per ton. 

Q1w0ns1and 
::'\pw Sonth \Vales 

Victoria 

South Auc.t.ralia 

s. d. 
12 11 to ports 
24 10 up country 

find to ports 
21 4 up country 

and to ports 
21 0 up country 

<md to ports 
22 4 up country 

and to pods 

Th0 comparison of fruit rates in the various 
States is also interesting. The rates are-

TR!ICK LOAD3 TO POHT. 
lOO mi]ec, per ton. 

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\V cstem Australia 

•. d. 
10 9 
14 2 
16 0 
17 0 
13 8 

SMALLER QUANTITIES TO POHT AND ELSEWHERE 
100 miles por ton. 

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\V estern Australia 

[11.30 ".m.] 
FAR:\[ l'HOTJUCE-100 MILES 

Queensland 
New South Wale, 
Victoria 
South A11stralia __ . 
\Vestom Australitc 

Mr. lVIonGAN: " To port "? 

s. d. 
17 2 
24 10 
16 0 
27 3 
22 4 

PER 'PON. 

s. d. 
10 9 
11 5 
10 10 
12 11 
13 9 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Yes; not "up country." The produce 
comes to the market, and the rate is framed 

Hon. J. Larcombc.] 
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to cn.able the producer to bring his produce 
to the market where he wants to sell. 

Mr. VowLES: You are talking about 
potatoes. We import them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ve grow them, too. \Ye grow farm produce. 
These rates are of enormous advantage to the 
farmers. 

s. d. 
Queensland 22 11 To ports. 
~ew South \Vales. 35 5 ]\ Ii n innnn, 1 

ton. 
Victoria 25 2 Minin1nn1) 

ton. 
South Australia 38 0 J\li11imnn1, 10 

cwt. 
·western Australi:1 ... 31 6 Any 

tity. 
qnan-

BUTTER·-PER TO]);, 100 MILES. 

Queensland 22 11 To ports. any 

New Soqth ·wales 

Victoria 

South Australia 

\Y est ern Australia 

. quantity. 
24 10 Full truck-

loads. 
25 2 Minimum, 1 

ton. 
38 0 Any 

titv. 
quan-

31 6 Any' quan
ti'ty. 

I could quote more comparisons which 
would r·eflect favourably upon the Queens
land railway policy and administration and 
which would show how fortunate om; pri
mary producers arc, hut I think the fore 
going is sufficient to cstabli· h the point I 
have been endeavouring to make. 

Mr. MORGAN: You admit that freights 
from 200 miles upwards are higher in Queens
land? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
I do not admit anything of the sort. The 
hon. member told the hon. member for 
Townsville that there was no .500-mile fare 
on the railways in Victoria. 

Mr. MoRGAN: And there is not. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I have figuroe here which '' re ,;uppliecl to 
me by the ·Railway Department. and which 
show that that statement is not corr·ect. It 
might have been correct when the hen. mem
ber for Murilla was in Victoria, but it is not 
correct to-day. 

Let me say a word about the at'~ i tnde o [ 
hon. members oppo ~ite on the question of 
incr·easod fares and frcig·hto, One hon. mem
ber opposite said that he disapproyed. of 
these increases. The hon. nwmber for 
Windsor approv0d of the increaS<•s and of 
the policy of iho Gmc1'11mcnt. H c said. in 
1921-

"The Minister, on the previous eYcn
ing, . had referred to his advocacy, some 
cunstdcrable time ago, Df an increase in 
faru and freights. He was exactlv in 
the same position to-clay with regard to 
fares and freights. His opinion was 
that, before many months had gone bv. 
fares and freights would have to bo 
raised again.'' 

Mr G. P. Barnes said, in April, 1917-
" He was afraid that they were shirk

ing to a large extent the real point .,-hich 
ought to receive first consideration from 
the Committee .... He contended that 
the railways should be made to pay .... 

[Hon J. Larcombe. 

He believed that the only proper way of 
achieving the end the Commissioner and 
Government should have in view was by 
an all-round increase m fares and 
freights." 

I think that alw. I think the only way of 
making th·' railways pay is to increase fares 
.and freights, but I differ from that policy. 
We had the admission from the hon. member 
for \¥ arwick that there should be increases 
in fares and freights to the. extent of meet
ing working costs and inter-est. 

The hon. member for Albert, speaking in 
April, 1918, said-

" Speaking as a country member, he 
wol!ld have no objection to an increase 
of freights provided every member of 
th€ communitv was treated in the same 
way .... The'y wished to see them pay, 
and, if necessary, the freights would have 
to be increa,ed in order to enable that 
end to be achieved." 

That is where I differ. I do not think we 
should increase fares and freights suffwiently 
to make the railways pay. 

The " Morning Bulletin "-a Rockhampton 
publication and a supporter of hon. members 
opposite-said, in September, 1923-

" \\"hy should these producers a,nd 
these users of the railwavs have i·eceivecl 
t.his ' subsidy,' ao Mr. Larcombe terms 
it? \Yhv should there have been this 
preferential treatment? It is not given 
in aught else. A user of any other public 
utility has to pay his share of what that 
public utility costs, and generally a little 
over. Because he is a producer he 
does not get the service for less 1 han. the 
man who does not come within that 
category." 

I differ from the journalistic supporters of 
hon. members, too, in regard tD that aspect 
of Government policy. I say that the pro
ducer should not be asked to carry the whole 
of the incrPase in freights and fares neces
sary to bring· about the balancing of the 
railway ledger. 

1\Ir. KELSO: \Yhat proportion of the loss 
should be borne by the consolidated 
revenue? 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
As much as r•··iSOllablv can be borne. I 
'"ant to point out to the iton. member for 
Kurilpa that 70 per cent. of the railway 
deficit is on countrv line""· That is an 
importa•Jt fact as sho\ving that the Gm·ern
rnent ha n all the time framed their policy 
with the intention of incre11sing wealth pro
duction and incrcflsing population and 
dcvelopi!ig the country. 

The rp1estio'1 of rollin[';-stock has been 
rai,,,cd ·f1urjng the debate, and thif' is an 
important phase of the railway policy. Iu 
our programme for 1924-25 we include an 
expenditure of £734,7.\1 for rollin,--stock. 
That is a substantial amount and will be 
t,pent in purchasing further cnginef-. 'vagons, 
and rolling-"tock in p;cnPral. \Vc havo 
several impoi'i ant contracts let, and we ought 
to aug-ment the rolling--stock of our railway 
son-ice considerably during the cnrrcncy of 
the present yc·a.r. 

Mr. 2\IooRE: It is about time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ve have been doing a good deal monl 
than was doml by previons Governments. 
Some time ago the leader of the Opposition 
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ga Ye a table showing the comparison of miles 
DJ raih<·ay opened in ('uccnsland with the 
increaw in number oi the rol!iEg-otock. 
That is not a ~ound arguntent. bccaus~: the 
locomoiiYf''' to-day are of a 1norc pcnverful 
type, and it doGs not require as ·many to-day 
to haul a c?rtain tonnage as it did in 
1914. 

:\Ir. VowLES: What about the shortage in 
trucks? 

The SECRETARY FOJl RAILvYAYS: 
The shortage in trucks very often is the 
result of those who have trncks not unload
ir.~ th\n1 expeditiously. Lately 1vo have 
had to incre:tse our dcrn urnq:··e charr~es be
-ea, use we ere not getting oli-r rollinls-:_tock 
back as quickly as we 1night reasonably 
expect. VVe have more po'>vcrfnl locomotiycs 
to-clay an cl more economy in the n-e of 
1vagons. 

\Vhen dealing with the cpwstion of mlling
s(ock the tracti.-e power of the locomoh.-e 
must be- taken into consideration, The 
tractive power has incrr-Ased from 7.623_975 lb. 
weight in 1914-15 to 9,759,890 lb. \Voight in 
1923-24. That is a consideration that must 
be borne in mind. Let me give the loader 
of thD OppDsition what I consider io be a 
b:tter comparison-the ratio of engines and 
rolling-,tock to train mile~go. 

PERCEXTAGEE OF ENGINES, CARS, AND IVAGOXS 
TO TRAIN MILEAGE. 

Y< us. I Engine. Carria;>;c. Wag<<l Ei --_----, 
1914-b.. I ·005 ·000 ·108 
1923-24.. ! ·oon ·007 ·J::!O 

The loads are bigger now than they were in 
1914-1915. 

Mr. MoORE: For short distances. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAIL\YAYS: 
Ii'or Yery long distances, too. 

Let me remind hon. members, too, of the 
Bxpenditure on rolling-stock, ;yages, 
materials, and repairs:-

EXPENDITURE ON REPAIRS TO LOCOMOTIVES. 

£ 
During nlne years of Labour 

Admini !ration 3.300,000 
During nine vcnrs of anti-

Labour Administration 1,193,000 

ExPEcmiTcRE o::<r REPAIRS TO CARIUAGES AKD 
vVAoox:,. 

£ 
During nino ye 'rs of Labour 

_\drninistration ~.220,0~0 
Dul'ing nine y('ars of anti-

Labonr Admini~trntion 1,119,000 
·sr we find that the Governr.;: ~nt is not 
lle!<locting the important matter of rolling
stock. 

Hon. members opposit · have criticised 
th~~ condition of onr rolling-stork. Certainly 
ibis is a phase of our polio\· that requires 
very clocc attention, and a-. fu bo.ck as 16th 
Srptcmbr-r I disenssul the 111:1ttcr vv-jth the 
Cmnmi -;iolHT. and A skcd hin1 to let rne 
htn·c a rPnort inJic d·ing the condition of 
Tolling-stock in Queensland. It is of a satis
factory nature. 

This is his report-
" L-ocomotives are m a generally satis-

factory condition, but owing to the extra· 
ordinary heavy traffic offering many 
engines are called upon to do great 
rnileagc. I-Iovv'cvcr, th- provision Inado 
in this Vi<lr's Estimat~~ for additional 
onginos Should give rElief. Tenders for 
thiri.1 PB15 engines close on 16th instant. 

"Carriages are in good condition, and 
Bro better than thev have b"en since the 
war period. Thei1; general appearance 
is satisfactory. 

"\Vagons arc in a good state of repair, 
but owing to the unprecedentedly heavy 
traffic thoro is a t?mpor •rY shortag-e 
which has been provicl?d for in current 
year's E.,.tjn1atcs. 

" Stations.-A steadY programme of 
painting has been in progre~s during the 
last fe\Y years, with the r suit that their 
nppParancc is very satisfactory. Their 
condition is good and ample accommoda
tion is provided for tho present." 

I have r0viewrd the main points of the 
criticism "hi eh has been offcr,cd by hon. 
members onnosite. I have not dealt with 
every point," but I want to assnre hon .. mem
bers that I have made a note of tile1r sug
!!Ostions and criticisms. and they will have 
~'areful consideration. If at a later stage Df 
the debate any hon. member ants a reply 
io any point which I haYo omitted. I shall 
be- pleased to give it. 

J\Ir. TAYLOR (TVind,or): I have listened, 
as I am sure have other hon. members. 
v. ith a C'onsiderable amount of interest to 
the spc· eh of the Minister. I would like to 
,qay right from the start that in ctiticisill;;' 
the railw:>y policy of the Government there 
a rE no reflections of anv kind made on the 
officers of the Railway Department. I think 
ih :t hon. members on this side. with 
hon. memb0rs on the other side, rPalise that 
in tbc ···cntlcmen who are in control of our 
r~ih,:a".-; vrc hnYP men equal to thos.e in any 
olher 'state of the Commonwealth. I think 
that. if they were allowed more freedom 
in the railway policy, we should not be in 
the ]Josition that we are unfortunately m 
to-day. 

There \nls ono matter which the :e,Jinist(?r 
thci not touch upon in the c0urse of his 
r,•marks which I would haYe liked to hear 
him say eomething about. Vi'c notice in the 
press to-day that a contract has boen let 
for thirh locomotives for the Quccnsland 
Gm·ernment. \Ye also notice that the con
tract for these locomotiYcs has been let out
sic!: the State. The GoYcrnmcnt may ha.-e 
'h'Jme rea• .. ons which v.c do not· know of for 
ictting that contract go out d the State. 
There is onlv a difference reallv of £1,000 
per engine b;,twcen the second tenderer and 
the successful tenderer, the Clyde Engineer
inn- \Yorks. l:nleos the GoYernment have 
eo;;,~ infom1ation to giye the Committee to 
justifv their action in the letting of the 
rontr~ct I stand for Queensland and Queens
land cn1ployc·s cYLry tin1e. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULW.\YS: So do the 
Go\~ernnH?nt. There is a diffcrC'ne::? of over 
17 , ~er cent. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: I know exactly what the 
d~ffE rcncc is. 

The SE~RETARY FOH R \TL WAYS: I want the 
hon. member to. boar that in mind. That 
is th" reason fo" the action of the Goveru
nH:nt. 

fUr. Taylor.1 
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1\lr. TAYLOR: Is that their only reason'! 

'I'ho SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAIL,YAYS: Yes, princi
pally. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Then I contend that it is 
an insufficient reason for letting the contract 
go to Kcw South \Valea. The hon. gentleman 
has been telling us this morning that he 
clor-; not expect the railsvays to pay, as thGr'1 
are indirect advantages conferred on the 
people of the State by running the railwaye 
at a loss. I contend that, if these loco
motives were built in Queensland, ;more 
indirect advantage, would a.cnte to Queens
land and to the workers of Queensland than 
we arc going to gain by tho increased 
c>xpenditure of £27,000 or £28,000 involved. 

Th SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I would 
remind the !'Oll. member that there are two 
'"'''''dcratic•.J;,- the matter of pric·~ and the 
matter of time. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The matter of price and 
the matter of time will not hold water for 
a moment. If there was f•nch urgency so 
far as time is concenwd, I maintain that 
tire Government could ha vc solit the tender 
up and have had the lDcomoti,~es they wanted 
hurriedly constructed in =-"ew South Wales, 
and the other' constructed in Queensland. 
They probably could have made a.rrange
mentc, with the Clyde Engineering ·works 
to build the locomotives which th 'Y wanted 
promptly; but I contend that our own 
engineers in Queensland should have had 
the construction of these locomotives. 

If ever there was cause for the indictment 
of the Govermnent for years past in failing 
t•' assist the local manufacturer and giving 
local industry help, it is to be found in this 
p~rticular case. If our n1anufacturers, ,,·ith 
ports dose to their doors, cannot compete 
with the Southern manufacturers in the 
supply of locornotiv"s, it is sure proof that 
tho Government policy of taxation and the 
burdensome imposition upon manufacturers 
has prevented them from successfullv com
pet-in-g with their Southern rivals. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC L.\NDS: How is 
it that they tendered for the dredge and 
beat English companieJ and ::'\ew South 
"'ales cam panics? 

'The SECRETARY FOR R.lfLWAYS: And for the 
Tully River mill? 

Mr. TAYLOR: How is ir that they have 
not been able to do it in thi" case? I say 
that it is unfair to Qne!'nsland and the 
manufacturers of QuePnslanc! to let that con
tract go to one of th•2 Southern States. Anv 
hon. member who knows anything kno"~" 
that, If thcro IS one well-equipped conceru 
for the building of locomotiYes in Australia 
it is Waikers, Limited. Thev h:1ve coal at 
their door, and everything tl1cy require. I 
do not know what th~ facilities of ::'lfessrs. 
Evans, .'l.nderson, and Phclan are but the' 
have been building locomotives' for the 
QnePnsland Govcrnn1ent for n1anv years. and 
Walkers, Li;nited, have done the" s~mo thing, 
and now this tender, for th~ sake of £27 000 
or £28,000 in a. contract amounting-' to 
£170,000, is goinG' out of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: Messrs. 
Evans, Anderson, and Phelan are building 
locomotives for us to-day. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am vcrv pleas·.'d to hear 
it. I ':·ould liJ::e to see them bc1ilding thr 
locomotJves whiCh an; the subject of this 
contract-they, or Walkers, Limitc·d, or some 

[Mr. Taylor. 

othcr Queensland firm. The differ• nee of 
17~ per cent. does not carry 1nuch \vei'jht 
with me. 

The total expenditure on onr railw.1ys up 
to 30th ,J unc: 1923, was something over 
£50/00,u00. The grc's . earnings for the 
vear 1922-23 were £5 400.3U. I would ha•. e 
given later figure,,, b{lt I have onl.v recci\·cd 
tiw ceport of the depart-m< nt for la.st year 
this nlorning. During- the sa•nc ye,lr th._\ 
ex ponsc, "ere £-+,714,262. The interc.st. on 
capital arnountcd to £2,1_81,330, lcq;nng a 
deficit on the vear's workmg of £1.475,192. 
Ji'Oi' the year 'ending 3Dth J unc, 1025., the 
J\~inistcr estin1at~3 that h 1.':ill roceive a 
rcYonne of £6,434,000, an(~ the appronri';L
tion to which v·e are asked to agree " 
£5,160,386, leaving an estimated Eet :cevenuo 
of £1,273,614, as compared ,., ith a net rc:venuo 
last year of £706,138, showing an antrc1pated 
increase in net rcventH for the year on 
which we have entered of £567,476. At the 
same ti1ne the l\!Iini~tcr anticip~"h:3 an 
increase in revenue of £750,000. 

The point I want to make is that our to.ta.l 
deficit on the railwa·:s durm'i the last nme 
years of the presei1t Administrn.tion , has 
amounted to £11.504.000. The figures wnwh 
the Minister quoted in his speech tell us 
that we are going to lose another £1,000,000 
bt the 3C!h June. 1925.. That is where the 
sCriousncss of th8 position con1t" in. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There would 
not bo a loss. The money would be in the 
pockets of the people. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Let tho hon. gentleman 
find it in their pockets. Hon. members know 
just exactly the position I take up in conn'Cc
tion with freio-hts and fares. The Commis
sioner, in his r~port, points out to the Govern
ment and the pPopl-o of Queensland that he 
has to pay practically 100 per cent. m?re in 
salaries to-dav than he ha-d to pay pnor to· 
the war period. . 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And so have 
most firms. 

Mr. TA YLOR: He also points out the 
increase in the cost of material that is used 
on these railways. I think the increased cost 
in rails amounts to about 70 per cent. A lot 
of the things that are vitallv ncce,sary, a.nd 
which are consumed in large quantities by 
the Railway Department, show no signs of 
falling in cost to any appreciable extent, and 
I coutcnd that the Railway Commissioner· 
should have had a. fre-er hand years ago in 
n·gard to fares and freights. J want to ~e 
clearly understood in connoctwn w1th this 
matter. I do not want to see the people in 
the country penalised in any way. 

Mr. MORGAN: They are being penalised. 
Mr. TAYLOR: I sav this-and I said it in 

speakinO' on the Esti1nates last year or the 
verrr before-that tho people in the city do 
~ot bear their fair proportion of the railway 
ra.fes. It is all very well to talk about the 
railways not paying. I do not expect the 
railwa vs to pay during the first. sonnd, Dr 
third .;.oar afte'i· construction; but wh<'n you 
have been running 1ailways for fifty years 
and thev are not paying, what about that? 
Do you· call that developing the country? 
Do vou call that acsisting sdtlement, when 
vou 'find the figure< getting worPe in many 
cases? Last vear the Commissioner pointed 
out in his report that there were eight sec
tions of the railways that wore paying, bul. 
this year only six sections arc paying-t.wo 
of them have slipped away. The sectwn 
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·which is paying and giYing a. better return 
th:'n 3nv othrr section in the State is the 
s:'ction from Xorthgate io Gym pie. Wh:· "? 

The cost of material, the cost of construction, 
and cost of tho upkc"p of the permanent 
·wa:: just exactJ:v the :an:te as on other lines 
in Queen~land. That section is giving such 
:1 good return, simply because along it there 
is closer ~ettlen1ent and grc.a.tor dev,elopn1·'11t. 

The SEcREHRY FOR PeBLJO LAKDS: No. It 
is getting it;;:. share of the Townsvillc trade 
110"\Y. Long distance trains aro coming in. 

:\Ir. TA YLOR: How long has it been get
tine: ib sha1·e of tho TmYnsYille trade? It 
b · b ·en p.'.ying for years. Last year, before 
i,ho TmrnsYillo Railway >',as opened, it 
Tetumod £68,000. It paid the year before. 
It is all " bosh " to talk about the Towns
Yillu trade. 

The S1 RETARY FOR R'.lLWAYS: Does the 
hon. gentleman think that it paid because of 
its own business between here and Gympie, 
<Jr bec:1uso of the business from all the other 
lines"? 

~-1r. TAYLOR: I am taking the Railway 
Commissioner's figures for that srction 
:between N orthgato and Gym pie. Last yen, 
after paying \vorking expenses and interest, 
i, returned between £30,000 and £40,000. 

Mr. CosTELLO: There is no road compe
tition in that section. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know whether 
there is road competition or not. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is that 
Teturn not due more to the increased accu
mulation of traffic from other lines coming 
oyer that section? 

Mr. TA YLOR: There must be increased 
traffic. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You do 
11ot know what you are talking about. 

Mr. T~'I.YLOR: You must have increased 
traffic to give incrca,,ed profit on any section 
of the railway. The great point in connec
tion \vith our raihravs i8 that IYC ""\·ant to 
nm our trains as often and as full as v- ' 
po'sibly can. If that were done, it would 
probably help us in connection with fares 
and freights. 

'l'he SECRETARY fOR RAILWAY'- \Vc are 
doing that. 

Mr. TAYLOR: We have the lines laid 
do-,,, n all oYer the State, and a yery fine 
railway s0 stem it is. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I make 
bold to say that 90 per cent. of the traffic 
that comes oyer that section between North
gate and Gympic does not come from the 
settlement between here and Gymp1c. 

Mr_ TAYLOR: You tell the Commissioner 
that, and tell him that his l"eport is wrong. 
I am always willing to accept the figures of 
the responsible officer of the department. 

The SFCRETARY :'OR PFBLTC LAND-<: That is 
their method of allocating the earnings. 

T-.11·. 'l'AYLOR: What method would you 
adopt? 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLTC LAKDS : I do 
r;ot know of any better method. It is your 
l'easoning that is 'ivrong. You said tho earn
ings on that line were due to closPr settle
ment. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is closer settlement that 
is causing the heavy passenger and freight 

traffic between those points, and making that 
portion of tho line pny os it is doing. 

The SECilETARY FOR PF'~LTC L \XDS : It is the 
ftdl trai:!1 loads of \Yool fl'out Longn:.ach that 
nr0 rnaking it pay. 

:Hr_ T,\ '>. LOR: I -m not talking about fLlll 
tr.:1ins of \Yool fro1n Longreach, though I like 
to sec those full trains of ',\·ool corn in· 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: It all 
cmncs over that lint?. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I >Yonld aloo like to see 
fnll trains con1ing over the lines in eYer~ 
part of the State. 

Let me take the que---tion of fares and 
freights on 1vhat \Ye arc gro1ving in Queens
land -,rilh regard to homo con·,umption. :My 
honest !tnd firm opinion is that 80 per cent. 
of the freight-and this Jl1ll-t be borne in 
r:nind when any increase is i1nposcd-is paid 
L.: the consumer, and probably 20 per cent. 
i' paid by the producer. \Yhcn the goods 
arc exported out of the State those figures 
rcre probably altered. It would probably be 
found that on account of having to compete 
\Yith the markets of the world with those 
products tho producer pays a larger percent
ag-e of freight on his exports than the person 
\Yho buys his goods overseas. 

The matter of DU!' raihvays not paying has 
been referred to by several speakers. We 
would be quite satisfied with our railways 
not paying so long as they came within a 
r• osonable distance of pa;:in?; but we do 
contend that a charge of £1,500,000 year 
after year on Consolidated Revenue is too 
hca.-y an impost to impose on the taxpayers 
i'' col.ncction with these railwavs. If the 
report of the Commissioner for Rail ways is 
e"amincd, it will be found that out of the 
total loss of £1.500,000 made on the railways, 
)l(·arly £1,00<',000 of this f\mount has been 
lest on the milwa', s in the Southern Divi
sion, where v.c shot!ld have this closer scttle
nwnt. \Ye should not at the present time 
bL~ losing such an enormous sum on the rail
\Yay::; in th,~ Southern Divisio!l. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Over 70 per 
cont. of that lo•,s is made on branch linos. 

}J:r. TAYLOR: I quite admit that ,vhat 
t1w l\Iinister sa~, s is correct. The political 
conb"ol or influence in connection with the 
railways arises from the fact that the rail
~yay 1na11agcr8 have not a sufficientL:,T free 
hund in directing what rate shall be paid 
and what rates shall not be paid in earn-ing 
on the service. ~ 

Mr. CoLLINS: You talk of political influ
ence, yet t,'i~cnty-soven of yonr H1f'1nbcrs were 
returned frorn constituencies in Southern 
Queensland. 

JIIr. TA YLOR : \Y ould the hon. member 
for Bo\ven call this political influen\ e? Prior 
to the last election a circnlar was sent out 
from the Railwa_; Dcpartln_nt in connection 
with taking- the vot-es of the men on the 
r< __ ilwlly and the collection of those votes. I 
am speaking subject to correction, but I 
understand that the co t of doing so ran 
into five flgure.'3. The men were to bo paid 
for a cerbin time whether ihev workPd h 11£ 
full time, or none of the time at all: Doe~ 
the hon. member for Bowen sav that the 
Commissioner issued that order? -

Tiff. MAXWELL: It was political jobbery. 

Ml". TA YLOR: The hon. member knows 
that the Commissioner did not i.'sue that 

Mr. Taylor .. ] 
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order himself, and that he only issued it 
under instructions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The instruc
tions are that the employees, where it is 
po·,sible, are not to work on Saturday morn
ings. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Go• crnment paid for 
a lot of ark at that election which was net 
done. 

At 12 noon, 
Mr. GLEDiON (Ips1cich), ono of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved tho Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. T ... \ YLOR: However, the amount of 
money which had to be paid was something 
enor1nous, <-~nd there ''~<Tas no necessity for it. 
Arrangemems could have br·cn made to bko 
the vote of u·ery man in the railway service 
at a cost of a bout £200 or £300, and without 
any underha..nd n1ea-ns in any shape or forrr1. 
There is only ono interpretation that ot:e 
can put on what occur·red at that time. 

The Minister when speaking a few 
moments ago referrcrl to the Renard road 
train and the McKeen cars. I think tho late 
l\ilr. Thallon was responsible for the Renard 
road train, and I am not too sure who was 
responsible for the McKeen cars, but whnt 
about the workshops at Mayne Junction? 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: What about them? 

Mr. TAYLOR: They have remained stag
nant for vears. It is six or sevf'n vear3 
~ir.c,· they"\. ere built, and they have never 
been occupied or used. 

l\11-. COSTELLO: What nbout the \Villow
buril ~vorks? 

:Th1r. T,.._A ... YLOR: The Sccreta,ry for Rail
ways spoke about what Tory Govern nents 
had and had not done. The present Govern
ment have gone one better every time tha::~ 
the Administrati~ns the hon. gentleman 
criticised. The great effort of the Gm·ern
ment should always be to make our railways 
a paying proposition. Our railways cost us 
somewhere in the vicinity of £50.000,000. 
At the present rates of construction and 
costs, if we wanted to put them on the 
market to-morrow, after allowing for depre
ciation. they would be worth £70,COO,OOO or 
£80,000,000. Having that knowledgc~that 
these railways only cost us £50.000,SOO and 
that they would cost £70.000,000 or 
£80,000,000 to build to-day~there is greater 
reason than ever \vhy our raihvays should 
pay. If we cannot nearly make thcu1 pay 
on the basis of an expenditure of £50,000.000, 
how on earth are \VO going to n1akc thorn 
pay on the ri:c;:ing costs experi. nce:J during 
thr; last two 01' three years'? n.-d tl:e 
l\Iinister t.aken n1v ad vie~. hr: \Voulcl ha\ ,J 

rai-:.ed his fares an~d freights, so1no till1c ago, 
CS]Jecially as far as the ci:ies arc concerned. 
Although tb at would not have covered the 
whole of the deficit with which w·· arc face cl 
at prc"cnt, it would ha.ve gone a long way 111 

that 1.-J.:r,~ctJon. 

As I said at the commencement of my 
rr.Intnk::; there is no i·efic.ction in .anv of my 
criticisn1 Oil the managCll1Cl1t of OVUr rail
\V:l}~. \Vo have every confiden( ~ in tho·,n. 
\Vt" arc sati~fiod thev ate n1akinrr tho vcr\r 
best job they C:Jn out of a VC~y difficu:"t 
task. The"' have had a hard row to hoe 
during the last few years, and it is ;, bsolutc h· 
impossible for any section of men to make 
ends moc•t in face of the policy of the 
Govcrn!.::wnt 1n running our ·raihvays. The 

lJlr. l'aylor. 

railways are a business concern, and •,;e look 
upon them as one of our best and greatc t 
assets, but one values an a,~sct accordiilg to 
what it is producing or earning for one. 
Tiw Minister spoke about the lassos made at 
Broken Hill. That conc0rn did n1akc losses, 
but the Government took over a paying 
business and maclc a loss of it. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: T'hat is not 
coPrect. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is correct. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There were· 

deficiencies for thirty years before '' e ome 
into power. 

Mr. TAYLOR: They amounted to about 
£10,000,000 c,ver thirty or forty year.s. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.HLWAYS: Take the 
percentage. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The pre•ent GoYernment 
aro losing a. quarter of the vv'hole initial cost 
of the railways in about tv.o!vu yearo. 

'Th-e S:rsRE'I'_'lRY FOR R.UL\VAYS: Tho war 
revolutionised affairs. 

1\Ir. TAYLOH: Probably th · railways aro· 
not overstaffed at present, but hon. members 
know quite well that a few years ago they 
wc·ro over-staffed. The Government filled 
them up with employees from ali over the 
place-. \Yith what result? In a nry short 
time they had to fire a lot of them out. 
The hon. gentleman knov. that perfectly 
\Yell. and we all know it. That is not the 
\Yay to make the raih' ays pay. That is 
r:ot the way to advam· the interests of 
QuPcPs!:mcl If we are going to ach·ance the 
interests of Queensland, let us be honest in 
our adminidration of the whole of the Go
-..~el~nnLnt aci:iYities. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vVe havo 
le-ss men per mile of raihvay nov• than there 
were in 1914. 

::VIr. TA YLOR: I accept the Commisioner's 
r<>port as being a true r·cport. I am not 
going to gain"ay it in Ul?Y ,,hape or formp 
If that had been the polio'-' of the Govem
n1cnt all along, w·e would not have had such 
u h·errH:-~ndous loss as W>3 h- ve at the presf;nt 
time. The :Minister said that £3,0CO,OOO have 
been la· t since they ha vc been in po1verr 
a .. a remit of the abolition of the railway 
guarant00, Rnd that another ~5: ,lJOOO have 
bP0ll lfJst on ne~"· ronntr- lin( "3. But that 
onlv accounts for £3,50d,OOO out of the 
£1l,COJ,LD. 

\Yith regard to cerbin C>mcessions that 
haYo ber-,n made to various industries which 
'\V~rc in a lJ rilous state for quite a long 
tinw. ''"o do not criticise that bccaufB Wcl' 
thiuk it only right. It is far better io make 
a loss to whirh the whole State contributes 
tlmn to ha\·c a big industry such as tho 
c:tttlc ir,dustr.v wiped out of existence. Tho 
s'lntc ihing applies in l'cgard to ~Iount 
:Horg·g_n, Thcro arc tlmes when a Govern
ment has to do these thin ~s; hut all thn 
;o.;an1c I think that some othf~r SYStem n1ight 
be fmud b.v which charges such as that would 
not bo debited again;;t the HaihYay Dcpart-

\Ylwn you anal0 "' the thing closely, 
is not altq,ether a fair proposition to 

charge expenses of that nature up against 
tlw department. 'Th, railway officials are 
carrying out their work, and it ·does not very 
rnnch hearten the rncn controlling a big 
affair like the railways if they show deficits 
such as we have had each year "\\hen they 
know they are using their best efforts to 
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make the railways a success. Should a good 
opeuing become vacant in connection vvith 
the railways in any other part of the world 
the nu1.nager of our railways would have very 
1 ittle chance of Fl'Curing the p-osition should 
he wish to do so. The first thing the people 
having the giving of that position would 
want to know would be : What sort of a suc
ce,, he had mad0 of the railwavs in his own 
country, and if he could only show a record 
such a:c. ,,~e have to ::;how in c,vnnection with 
our railways, what chance would he have? 

I hope that during the coming year things 
will improve, and that we shall get the much 
greater car~~iage on our rai~\'i ays that we 
arc all anx1ous to sec, and that, when the 
Commic,,;ioncr's report is placed before Par
liament next year, it will be found that we 
have had a more successful vear than the 
last. • 

Ilox. W. H. BARJ\'ES (Wynnmn): In 
discussing this Estimate I would like first 
of all to deal with some of the comments 
that have been made bv hon. members who 
have preceded me in the debate, ar,d I regret 
that the hon. member for Herbert is not 
in his place. That hon. member stressed 
the point that the Great J\'orthcrn Railway 
was introduced and built entirely by the 
present Government. I think I shall be able 
to show that the hon. member was entirely 
wrong in that statement, and to show that 
many hon. members who arc sitting on the 
other side of the Chamber not only said that 
they did not believe in that railway but 
voted against it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We found 
the money for it, anyway. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\I'ES: It is wonderful 
how the l\1inister always seems to want to 
appropriate everything which is good and 
to put on to the other fellow anything that 
is had. He was quite poetic this morning. 
I think he must have spent some time read
ing the poets so that he would bB ready for 
to-day's discussion. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: Reading 
some of your speeches. 

Ho::-;. W. H. BARNES : I am going to 
show that in 1910, when that railway was 
introduced, quit" " number of hon. members 
opposite spoke and ~oted against it. I do 
not know that the Committoe will be verv 
much surprised to know that even tho presen't 
Premier spoke and voted against it, and 
even the hon. member for Bowen--

Mr. C:oLLINS: Hear, hear ! Ho will take 
all responsibility for any vote he gives. 

Hm.r. W. H. BARNES: We know that the 
hon. member for Bower1 will always acc-'pt 
any responsibility-he never seeks to get 
behind someomJ else. The point I wish to 
make this morning is that these hon. mem
bers opposite have been claiming th-,,t any
tl ing which is good was done by i hem. The 
hon. member for Herbcrt was not in the 
House then, so I cannot accuse him of voting 
against it, but it is certain that some hon. 
m,CJmbers opposite did. I am quoting from 
" Hansard" for 1910, page 2998. The then 
Treasurer had moved that £2,320,000 be 
rai,ed for "North Coaet Railwav." Then 
the present Premier, Mr. Theodore, immedi
ately got up and said-

" I am against the ra1smg of this 
monm; in the manner propo<cd. As I 
had not an opportunity of diACUSSing thiA 
railway when it was before the House, I 

would like to expreFS myself upon it. 
Whilst I realise that portion of the rail
way might be nece•<:uy in the develop
ment of the coastal districts, I do not 
think this is a good method of linancing 
the construction of this line. The financ
ing of this line could be extended over 
a number of years, s:.ty for a dec tdc. 1 
know that portions of it need not be 
constructed for at lca<t ten years, and 
by that time we could arrive at a 
method of financing it altogether apart 
from going on the foreign market." 

vVhat a wonderful change has come over the 
scene in connection 11 ith the hon. gentle
man's opinion as to the method of obtaining 
money for railways, etc. ! I wonder what 
the Premier has to say now about going to 
a foreign 1narkct to raise· money for rail
ways. When he came back from the old 
country in connection with some of these 
proposals, I told him that he had become a 
convert, and there is no doubt that he has 
become a; convert, beca.us0 \'70 find even 
ac·cording to thi,:. morning's paper that 
another loan is b~ing put on the London 
market, and I have liO doubt that part of it 
is for raihvays. 

Then there is my friend, the hon. member 
for Bowen. I am wre, l'tir. Gledson, that, 
you w11l not pull me up for beinfl' libellous 
when I say that the hon. member for Bowen 
is my friend. This is :•.-hat the hon. member 
said in 1910-

" I intend to vote against this for 
several reasons. I believe tho money 
e;mld _be better spt;nt in taki_,;g over the 
Ethendge and Chlllagoe ra1Jway. The 
arguments advanced in connection with 
the building of this particular railway 
are that the different localities will have 
to find 3 per cent. guarantee. In tho 
statement delivered by the Treasurer this 
afternoon we are told that added to the 
Sinking Fund it would total the full 
amount of 44- per cont. \Vel!, the peoplG 
of the North will have to pay their H 
per cent., and will also have to pay the 
50 per cent. over and above what this 
people will have to pay on their railway. 
When the GovC'rnment took over the 
Mount Elliottrailway, why did they not 
come down ;v 1th a proposal to take over 
J,he other ra_Ilway as well? Why penrt!iscc 
the people m the far North by making 
them continue to pay this extra 50 per 
cent. on the Chillagoe line?" 

Then the hon. member for Bowen further 
on, after one or' two interjections-and he 
was pulled up by the Chair I notice-said-

" I am gi.ving r0asons "\Yhy I am going 
to 1·ote agamst the North Coast Railway, 
and one reason IS that I think this loan 
money can be. spent to better advantage. 
I am not gomg to vote the mone-: to 
finance this railway." · 

It will be ve_ry interesting to find out how 
the vote really went. 

Mr. COLLINS: Quote whnt the hon. mem
ber for South Brisbane said at the time. 
H,, 11 as then the hon. member for Bowen. 

Ho::-;. W. H: BARNES: The hon. member 
for South Bnsb.ane is here, and he is quite 
c•tpaJ:le of q_uotmg for himself, but if I can 
~nd 1t on th1s shfl;t!t I will quote it. I see in 
1s at the foot of page 2999-I am not going 
to quote the whole of it, but only the first 
sentence-! have not read the whole of it 

Hon. W. ll, Barnes.] 
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before. The hon. member for South Brisbane 
said-

" Although I am in favour of this rail
way, I do not approve of the financial 
methods of the Government. and for that 
r0<"tson I shall vote again. t thi· appro
priation." 

I think it is only fair to say that that is not 
the whole of the spc:ech of the hon. member 
for South Brisbane. I have onlv read the 
commencement. \Vh.Y should \\·e not put 
these things into " llansard " '? \Yhen ono 
secs good things being S·oizcd upon by the 
Government and claimed for their ov·:n, it is 
just as well to find out the truth. I ,,hall 
rPad out iho names of those who voted 
against the motion-

NOES, 17. 
:Messrs. Allen, Barber, Collins. Coync, 

Ferricks, Hamilton, Hardacrc--
1\Ir. RYAN : It was a party vote. 
HoN. W. H. BARC'\ES: It was not a party 

vote. rrhe liJt goes on-
~>Iessrs. J. H. Hunter, :Mann. Jl,lay, 

Mull an-
The hon. gentleman is sitting on the front 
bench over there now ! 

The ATTORXEY-GllNERAL: Read the question. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The question \vas

" That the sum of £2,320,000 be raised 
for the 'North Coast Railway.' " 

(Opposition laughter.) 
The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: I mo.-e.d an 

amendment for a minimum wage, to which 
your Go.-crnment objected. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: After "::\Ir. 
Mullan " follow these names :-

Messrs. Murphy, O'Sullivan, Payne, 
Ryland, Theodore. 

Public, please note ! 
"l\Ir. \Vinstanley." 

(Opposition laughter). 
Here are the men who represent the Great 

North! Hon. members who were Tepresent
ing the Great North at that time had so 
much loyalty to the North that they voted 
against a national proposition like that! 
(Opposition laughter.) Does it not strike 
you, Mr. Gledson, as being exceedingly 
strange that hon. members who should have 
had enough vision, at any rate, to sec the 
needs of this great State-including hon. 
gentlemen who arc leading the Government 
to-day-should hav·e voted against such 
proposition? It is extraordinary to me. 
Have you oyer felt that yell would like some 
of the pages of " Hansard " wip·.:·d out? 
(Lau~htcr.) I can assure you that there have 
been times when I would ha v·e liked to sec 
pages of " Tian?ard" Vlipcd out, and I an1 
certain there are members here this morning· 
who would like to se'l some pages wiped out. 
too. 'l'he hon. member for Cook interjected 
ihat it y,as a party vote. It was not, for I 
find amongst the " Ayes " these nanwc,-

11c: ~i"s. Lcnnon, Lesina, ::\In lea hy, 
:-.~ c;-i t-t. 

Mr. vV. CooPER: \Vhy go back to such 
ancicmt time"? (Opposition laught0r.) 

I-Ioor. W. H. BARNES: I am very pleased 
to hear the hon. 1nernbcr askins n1c \vh;;,' I 
should go back. The Minisner has been going 
back, and I want to go back, too. 

Th8 Minister trotted oqt certain things 
about the Railway Department. I have here 

~Tlon. W. H. Barnes. 

the last Auditor-General's report, just issuod 
to-day, so that I cannot be accused of quot· 
ing an old ·doctunont. But pern1it 1nc, before 
I clec,l with it, to refer to one or two matters 
mentioned by the hon. gentleman. Ho spoke 
about tank engines. I can VYell ren1en1ber 
when they were introduced into Queensland, 
and I admit that they did require some 
alteration; but anybody who travels on the 
Ipswich-Sandgatc lino will fmd that they 
arc running to-day, and they ar.o the best 
proposition the department ever had. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS interjected. 

HoN. W. H. BAR0fES : The hon. gentle
man doe 3 not like taking any gruel; he likes 
giYing it. ft is his duty now to tc.1ke some 
gruelling. What is tho position'? The 
position is that the''" engines are ideal 
engines for short journeys. I do not say 
that the engines are exactly of the same 
type, because we all know that the <mgineers 
in the Railway Department are alY ays seek
ing to improve upon the designs of engines. 
But is it not a fact that quite rec?ntly 
a.nother order has been given for tank 
engines? 

'I'ho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: It is not 
so much the engine, as the co•ct of mam
taining the roadway. 

HoN. W. H. BAR?\ES: There is one mis
take in the Railway Department, ar;d I know 
something about it. Have not our bridges, 
as a result of requiring heavier rolling-stock, 
luvd to he 'trongthcned again and again? 
Thrrt has been due to an initial mishke 
made in co;mection v; ith thd' rolling-stork. 
Those engines arc ideal cnginPs, and tho man 
who had to do with the introduction of those 
engines is deaciL At any rate he was looking 
ahead when he agreed to the construction of 
tank engines, and he is being copied to-day 
by the :Minister. 

The PREo!I~R: \Vhy place those respo;csi
bilitics on a man who is dead'? 

HoN. \V. H. BARKES: Would not the 
hon. gentleman like to have some of his 
, .. cts laid on a dead man? He will soon be 
a dead man pclitically, but I hope it may be 
a very long time before he is dead other 
than in the politicd sense. Have ;; ou ever 
noticed, Mr. Gledson, that somehow or other 
the Premier now seems to be dodc;ing his 
duty? You rarely see him i:n the Chamber 
llO\V, 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. gentleman will not be in order in 
C'ontinu ing on tho'.e lines. The matter under 
discLP'ion is tho Railway Estimates. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES: I was dealing ith 
the Railwav E'·timat<Js when the Minister 
interjected,· and I replied to that inter
jcctior.. 

LP! me now deal with the McKeon car. 
That had a connection with a dead man
rnak-e no 1nistake about it ! \Vho vvas re;:-,pon
siblc for the introduction of the McKeen 
var? Why, the late Mr. Thal!on, 1nd no 
better man ever occupied the position of 
Commissioner than the late Mr. Thallon. 
I say that with all due respect lo the prPsent 
occupa•.t of the office, who is an ideal mau. 
Do not forg>'t that in connection with oxpcri
liJC!Ltl v~,_or]( on fhe rail-ways you have sonle
timcs io ~<o things in the hope that it "ill 
sllit the needs of Queensland. I spoke b a 
driver nf tho I\IcKeen car the other dny, and 
ho said t:J me, " Thct JYic T{r.cn ears ar1J 
exccl!ent :.1ovv. I have be•.'ll on '-'ne for 
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[Gtu~cen vef.<.rS--ever f::llncH they have co1ne 
here--and. I llave n1astereJ ~i.1<~1n." \Ve knovv 
that for some railway jobs and for some 
l'rivate jobs the0 arc used to-day, an~ we 
know that they are most excellent tlnngs, 
and the Min;ster cannot deny 1t. He cannot 
;leny that some JYicKeen cars Me bemg used 
t)-day. 

The hon. gentleman made rcfet:ence. to 
,,!her matters which I need not go mto JUSt 
''ow. except that I want to eh fl] \nth some 
flgur: s contained in the Auditor-General's 
report for the present ye~r. Accordmg to 
the report the gros·o earnmgs mcrcased by 
£293.666 and the net earnings increased by 
£17,149. The expenditure increased by 
£276.487. The point I want to make. her.' 
is thrct the uxpenditure increa~ed to almost 
the same extent as the gross earnmg TJoe 
annual interest charge increased by £135.023. 
r:Che g·ross earnings for the .n··ar \Ycrt• 
£5,714,036, v:hich constitub•s a n cord. ~nd 
1he working rxpenses amounted to £4.99J,.'-i9. 
which has been exceeded on only one occaswn. 
and that Wi·s in 1920-21, when it amounted 
to £5,048,49". Hon. members who preceded 
P1e were q~1ite right in their staten1ent~. 
What is the position to-day? I apiJeal to th<e 
Government because th<ey have to face ~hP 
rosition. The rail ways, after all, are nothmg· 
but a big business concern. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

Ho!'f. \Y. H. BARNES: Can any person 
-continually go ahead with a big business 
·concern and find that from year's end to 
vear's end there is a loss without making 
~ome provision to make it pay? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS : Your party 
did the same thing for years. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: I am going to 
knock the Minister rig·ht over in that con
nection, if I have the time. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 
do that. (Renewed laughter.) 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNRS: I will proceed to 
do so immediately. I am sure that the 
:Yiinister doe' not take it that I mean a 
physical combat. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Oh, no o 

(Renewed laughter.) 

Hoo;. W. H. BARNES: If a physical cam
hat did take nlacP, I would appeal to the 
Attornev-Genet:al, who is a good-natured 
~ellow, to come to my as3istance and end the 
contest. (Laughter.) 

The loss on the railways-and it is a 
serious matter-from 1915-16 up to the pres
ent time has been £11,426,899. The Minister 
'ftid that preYious Governments were respon
sible for that. I shall quob further. In 
1914-15 there was a surplus of £48,651 after 
paying working expenses-I am quoting from 
the report of the Auditor-General, page 93. 
I shall show how the present Government. 
haYe made the railwa:<'S in regard to deficits 
a case of " J ohnny \Valker going strong." 
The position is due entirely to the fact 
referred to by the hon. member for \Vindsor. 
There have ·been influences at work which 
11a ,-c prevented the Commissioner-a most 
capable man-from having his O\Vn ·way. 

OPPOSITION JYIE}IBERS: Hear·, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES' The Commissioner 
is not a man who would tell any hon. member 
that such is the case, but that is my judg
ment. 

1924-4 N 

The following figures show how the deficits 
have incr<>ased sincB 1915-16, the first year 
of extreme socialis1ic rule :-

DEFICIT OK RAJL1.1'AYS. 

1915-16 
1616-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

Total 

£ 
508,244 
737,388 

1,028,008 
1,421,328 
1,229,579 
1, 739,475 
1, 743,270 
1,475,192 
1,593,066 

£11,475,550 

That makes a total deficit after allowing 
for the surplus of £48,651 made by the pre
Yious Government-and I want that' noted
of £11,426,899. The Minister ha' the auda
cit: in this Committee to say that the 
achninistration of the Gove1~nn1cnt has been 
eo :·,atisfactory that 0Yer~·thing in the garden 
iJ lovely. That kind of loveliness is awfuL 

:\lr. JYIAXWELL: It is all weeds. 

llox. W. H. BAR:-;-ES: I do not want 
such loveliness in my garden. The hon. 
g·entleman must realise the position. 

There is another point-and on !his I did 
not quite catch the Minister-and if I am 
unfair in mv criticism. he will not think 
thut it is dt{e to any desire on my part to 
distort facts. I did not quite catch what 
the Minister said in regard to the revenue 
i;](·rcasc and the expenditure during certain 
vears. I shall not be out in my quotations, 
as I will quote from the report of the Audi
tor-GeneraL For ten years, from 1st July, 
1914, to 30th June, 1924, the earnings in
neased by 56.12 per cent. and the expenditure 
by 110.47 per cent. If I caught the Minister 
correct]~-, he disguised that very largely. He 
quoted a later period after ho had put a wet 
blanket over the other period to cover it up. 

The SECRET.iRY FOR RAILWAYS: I quoted 
nine ~~ _ ars' fig·urcs under a Labour Govern
ment and nine years' figures under an anti
Labour Government. 

[12.30 p.m.]' 
HoN. vY. H BARI'\ES, \Yhat ie the posi

tion? There "·as an increase of 54 per cent. 
bdween the earnings and expenditure in 
that pNiod. I want to be fair. The Auditor
General says that for the five years, from 1st 
July, 1919. to 30th June. 1924, the increase 
in net earnings was 43.4 per cent., and the 
expenditure 35.23 per cent. \Vhere arc we 
going:? 

Mr. DASH: Right ahead. 
Hox. W. H. BARNES : Right ahead ! I 

say that there are financial ,,-arnings which 
show that there is going to be an absolute 
disaster· l o the State, if '"e continue. The 
eeport states-

" Returns for the ]a,t five vears on 
the gross capital invested, and' also on 
capital invested on open loan.o, were-

1019-20 .. 
1920-21 .. 
1921-22 .. 
1022-n .. 
1923-24 .. 

i 
Al1 JJnt ''· ! Open Lines. 

£ s d. 

6 ~ 1~ I. 

0 14 2:1; 
] 7 10 ' 
1 3i I 

£ s. d. 
1 JO 2t 
0 10 7i 
0 15 4} 
l 9 1H 
1 g 1 t 

Hon. W. H. Bar1ws.] 
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The :Minister cannot clai,n that there has 
been a falling off in connection with the 
traffic or anvthing of that description. The 
Tlhnioter is ·face to face with this po,ition. 
To-day mone:· is costing us 6 per cent. :Here 
VY8 have returns averaging over five years 
which probablY show a rctUl:n-I am on!~ 
estimating and have not worked 1t out-of 
about 1 per cent. 

The PREYfiER : Th,, money o>cpcnded on 
ra iJwayi is not costing anything like 6 per 
cent. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNEt:\: Some money that 
\ve aro now procuring ·is costing us 6 per 
cent. Is not the increas~d rate one of the 
rea"'ons for the Ligger inter2st bill now? 

'Jlhe PRii~HER: You arc n1aking a cam pari
sol! betw0en the actual < uninp;s on the 
money. The actual cost was about £4 12s. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I shall g-et right 
back to the Premier's argumenb. lf rail
ways ccst £4 12s. for the money expended 
an:l we only get 1 per cent. in return, 
where are '"O going':' 8onlC may s::ty that 
wo are developing the State by the expendi
ture, but tho Premier is dead against 
developing tho Sta to in certain directions. 
It must not be forgotten that nearly every
thing that this Government touches is g-oing 
to the bad. I say that, in the face of our 
monetary needs and the fact of ours being a 
young country, \Ve must face the position 
-the Premier smiles ! The hon. gentleman 
may be smiling because he is going to get 
out of it and put the burden on someone 
else; but this is a big question that must be 
faced by the Premiec· and by the public of 
Queensland. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member 
ha<:l exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubi(!ny): I listened to the 
very long speech of the Secretary for Rail
ways this morning. I think the hon. gentle
man talked more rubbish in an hour and 
a-half than I have heard since we were on 
these Estima tPs last year. The hon. gentle
man also endeavoured to cover up the real 
facts of the position in exactly the same way 
as he did last year by quoting all carts of 
irrelevant fig-ures which had nothing at all 
to do with the position of to-day. 

The PREi\IIER : 'There 1s nothing irre
levant about them·. 

Mr. 1100RE : The Premier was not in 
the Chamber to listen to the Sccret.ery for 
Railways. Evidently he got so disgusted 
with the fallacious arguments put forward 
by his colleague that he left the Chamber. 

The PRniiER: 'rhe hon. member is most 
unfair. I v;,<as hero and was verv 1nuch 
interE3ted. I was sent for by an hon. 
member of the Opposition. 

Mr. MOORE : I am sure the hon. gentle
man could not have been impre,.,ed by the 
arguments put forward. They were a.bso· 
lutely ridiculous--

The PRE"IIER: They were borne out by 
facts. 

M1·. MOO RE: The Secretary for Railwa~·s 
startLd cff by ctying thctt we did not under
etand tlco pnlicv of the Government. It is 
just thi· que<ti,",n of Government policy that 
atfe<ets the whole question of the succe's or 
·"thcrwise of tho railways. The whole policy 
of the Government of to-day has been th,2 

fHon. W. H. Barnes. 

rcascm f0r ihe ~norn1ous lo,'9 on our railwaYs. 
The of the Government in regard· to' 
bnd cr;.,cd settlement, and the policy 
ol the GonJrn!Y ent 111 reg·ard to nationalisa
tion and socialisation ha., caused the loss on 
our rajlwa~ s. 

The PREliiiEH \Yhat do you mean by 
deerL'<-..srd ~ettk~mcni ·~ There is more settle
ment on our land than oyer )lrcviously. 

Mr. MOO RE: I will quote the figures for 
1906, 1914, anc11922 to prove what I say. 

COl\IPARATIVE STATEl\IEKl' OF LA~D OCCUPIED IN 
Q"GEJ':XSLA~D. 

1906 
1014 

1922 

Year. Area. 

328,04-±,542 

1 Innea;;:r in 

I 

m~~-~c".·~ 
A Cl('_,, 

I D'!, 04 9.307 
· (inrrca~r.) 

:30,2H6,621 
(derreaee.) 

--------'---·------~---------
Tlw PRDIIER : Sundy you know how 

pti.erilo that argument is. 

Mr. :YlOORE: Hon. members opposite say 
that the railwnvs have shown an mdirect 
benefit in that 'thev have increased settle
ment, and, when vie show that, instead of 
incrf>.q~ed ~cttlernent. tbcr~~ has been de
creased 'dtlcment. they say it is a puerile 
argument. The whole cause of our trouble 
is this decreased settlement. Ao the Commis· 
sionPr pointed out soniC~ years ago, we are 
buJi.ding railwa.J s in advance of settlement. 
vV e are getting too great a length of railway 
for the amount of traffic carried over it. 

The PREl\llER: Do you want us to close 
down on constructicn? 

Mr. :MOORE : Thcv have closed dmvn on 
a large nun1ber of ralhvays now, or are only 
keeping thcrn part.ially going. 

'l'he PRE'IIIER: Members of the Opposition 
\vaite-d on mo this n1orning urging n1e to· 
build further railways. 

Mr. MOOHE: The Minister made the 
Jefinite statemr·nt that the communitv 
rec.,ived an inclired benr,flt from the raii. 
.,, a vs becrruse of the increase in land settle
ment, and I am pointing out from the official 
figure• t.hat laud settlcmC'ni has decreased 
by 30,286,621 acres in the last eight years. 

ThP f;ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Take the 
num her of settkrs. You arc talking pure 
bunkun1. 

J\Tr. }100RE : The following table will 
show the amount of settlement. and whether 
increa6r d s,•tt krnent ha' }wen brought about 
h:,· the ra ilwayo. I am going to be quite· 
fair in this matter. 

COiiiPARATIVE STATEi\Il~NT OF AREA OF LAND 
L~DER CROP. 

Year. Area. lnrrea~r in 
Right Y r.trs. 

---.--·---·.·---------

1906 
1914 
1922 

A err~. 
;)50,75::3 
702,568 
803,755 

At' res. 

n2,Rln 
71,187 
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Kow let us take the tonnage carriEd. 

The SECHETARY F'OH RAILWAYS: Take the 
wealth· produdion. It has increased by 
£206,000, OOG. 

Mr. MOO RE: The wealth production has 
nothing whatever to do witli it. The WBalth 
production of the State has ir;creased merely 
bocaw~o of tho high prices obtained during 
tht' \Yar. rrhc quantity has not increased, 
b"t ouly the value. Let us hko the tonnage 
carried-

Year. 
Train 

~filca~e. 

11,988,521 
10,917,584 

Tonnage 
Carriecl. 

4,970,87:~ 
4,20~,989 

1 
A\'t:'rage 

, Tonnap:e 
P"l' Trnin 

}file. 

·41 
·3U 

There is a decrease in the tonnag·e carri&d, 
a, decrease in ihe train n1ilcs rnn, and a 
dcrreaso 111 the average tonnage per train 
n1ile. 

Whore on earth is the indirect bendit to 
the Stale that rhe Miniotcr talks about? 
He is unable t<J show rt, because the figures 
sbO\\ a decrease. The l\11nister. in his 
endeavour to bolster up the railway policy 
of the Governnrent, says we are getting an 
indirect benefit from the amount of money 
expended. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So we are. 
\Vcalth productiDn has increased by 
£206,000,000. 

Mr. MOORE: I will show the increase 111 

freight rates generally-

Year. 

1014-15. 
19~2-23. 

FREIGHT RATES GENEILU~I.Y. 

1'on". 

4,070,873 
4,208,()80 

Revenue. 

£ 
2,016,880 
3;'.00,471 

s. d. 
10 1 
];) 8 

The increas<c equals Ss. ?d. per ton, or 55 per 
cent. The recent increa "e oi 5 per cent-
20 per cont. on sheep and wool-will add 
approximately 12 per cent. as compared with 

1914-15, making total increase to date 67 per 
cent. 

FREIGHTS AND FARFS CmiBI,ED. 

1914-15 
1D2i·2J 

Year. 
E[ll'lli!ll]:S 
per Tr~1in 

)!ill'. 

8, d. 
6 -+1: 
0 11 t 

lnrrcaf!e 
Per Cent. 

OVf'T 
1\114·15. 

~~~-
55 

The recent increase of 5 per cent. -20 per 
cent. on sheep and wool-and 7~ per cent. on 
fares-minimum increase-, ld.-will add 
approximately a further 10 per cont. as com· 
par2d with 1914-15, making a total average 
increase in fares and freights of.65 per cent. 

I am only quoting this because the Minis
ter made the point that the loss on the Ntil
ways was made up bv the indirect benefit 
given to the State. It' has been the practice 
of the Government during the whole co~o 
of their administration to say that, but the 
position shows that we am not getting that 
direct benefit. \Ve are attracting people from 
the country to the towns and d-ecreasing the 
tonnage carri&d on the railwa~-. I will now 
give the figures sho,,-ing the position in 
regard to the increased earnings per train 
mile. 

r.rhe increased earnings per train mile 
cannot be explained by increased loads. I 
am not going to say that from Roma Street, 
where the trucks are loaded, they are not. 
getting a better return, but instead of there 
being an increase per train mile for thf' State 
generally, there is a decrease. Tho a,-erage 
loa.d per train mile is-

Yt'lf. I rrrain Tonna.e:e -\ YPra~c 
}Iileage. Carrh•d I Tonnage· 

! j per Train 
----1---- 1, _____ \ __ :_lli_Ie_. ___ _ 

1\114·15. ·111,088,.521 
19~2-23'. 10,917.584 

4,970.87:3 ·41 
4,203,98() ·30 

RAIL \\'AY DEFICITS. 

Eight years~~ 
1907-08 to 1914-15 
1015·16 to 1922-23 

Contrast-
lDH-15 (·.urplm) 
1923-2J (deficit) .. 

£118,±72 
\),882,484 

48.6:>1 
1 ,58f>,000 

( \ pproxirnatr) 

CO~IPA!USON OF STAFF AND BUSINESS OF RAILWAYS. 
----------~-----

Year. Employees. ~~ Train :.IIileage.l 
I ' 

Tonnage, 
Goocts awl 
Live Stock. 

:\Ii1ca~:l~ JJ"r 
En: .. vloyc". 

Tonna;2:P per 
Employ.·e. 

191-1-15 

1922·23 

-r--- , __ 
.. 14,D36 1 l1,DS8.521 

. ·I, 16,838 ' 10,017,58-! 

Increased staff has necossarih- followed 
increased mileage of railway open" for traffic, 
but there has been no corresponding growth 

4,970,873 

4,208,08!) 

80:J 

G·IS "250 

m the business of the railways-in fact, the· 
reverse. A policy causing drift to the big 
towns and cities would account for this. The.· 

Mr illoore.] 



1332 SuppiJ. [ASSK\fBLY.] Supply. 

Government Statistician shows the follow
ing:-

DRI.l!'T OF POPULA'riON. 
-----~--"~----- ~-

Eight YLU'S to 1014-
Cltie-" and To,vns 
Shires 

Eight yeare to 19i2-· 
Cities and Towns 
Shires 

' 
Incrr-asP. 

52,688 
104,881 

6±.00S 
1G,G4G 

Inerr-asr 
l'C'rCrnt. 

That shows that, instead of getting the 
anticipated increase throughout the country 
-where we should have more passengers and 
more traffic on our railways-we have con
siderably less in the country than we should 
ha \'C and a grea tcr increase in the towns. 
W o are not getting the indirect benefit which 
the Minister claims that we are getting. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The increase 
is not as great as it is in the other States. 

l\Ir. MOO RE : The real test of success in 
rail" ay administration is increased settle
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: More settlers 
and more wealth production-and that is 
what we have shown. 

:Ylr. MOORE: That is what we want to 
get, but it is what we have not got. The 
figures show decreas<d settlement and a 
larger expenditure on the railways. 

At 12.45 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. MOORE : There is one thing on which 
I would like to reply to the Minister. It 
was stated by the hon. gentleman that the 
consumer paid 90 per cent. of the freights. 
I say that that is altogether bunkum. He 
does not know anything about it at all. Th0 
consumer does not pay. He sends his pro
duce to Brisbane and gets an account sales, 
showing the amount he receives for it. less 
freight and le•s other charges. But when 
produce goes back to him he has to pay the 
freight on it. Does the hon. member mean 
to say that, if a man living 12 miles out 
-of Brisbane sends produce to Brisbane and 
a man at \Varwick sends produce down also, 
the man at \Varwick gets more for his pro
duce because he sends it farther? The prices 
are paid according to the quality of the 
produce, and the producer has to pay freight 
both going down and coming up in every 
.case. 

I want to deal now with the question 
\vhich the Minister passed OYer rather 
lightly, that is, the shortage of railway 
trucks. I have already pointed out the 
discrepancy in the policy of the Railway 
Department in building a lar~·e mileage of 
railway and not keeping up with the build
ing o£ engine:;! trucks~ and wagons, and 
cerriagcs in a corresponding manner. ThD 
::\iinistcr pointed out that the engines pull 
1noro to~day than s~Yen or eifl."ht vcars ago, 
and ! quite admit that they Gave" a greater 
tractrve po'wer. but the fact remains that 
there is an extraordinary shortage of rolling
stock. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: :c\o. 

i'.ir. MOORE : It is a fact. In the report 
of the Department of Mines, it was pointed 
,out that the Mount Mulligan coalmine lost 

[Jir. ¥.ooTe. 

sixteen <cnd a-half days through a shortage 
of v,agons to take away its outpnt. 

I will just quote another instance to show 
how the shortage of truc](S is affecting people 
in the countrv. This is an extract with 
regard to the" timber tradu on the Cooyar 
line-· 

'REGRET1',1BLE POSITION. 
''SHORTAGE OF 'IIJ\IBER VVAGO::\S. 

" Our loaders are experiencing great 
lc~s of time and money owing to the 
Railway Department failing to fill the 
orders ior trucb. The haulers are about 
to bo stopped through shortage of 
Yehiclcs. The total number of trucks 
ordered by Messro, Boldery and Davis, 
of Cooyar. for the month of August, 
were as follo\• s: Boldet·y 216, Davis 80; 
totalling 296 trucks. Out o£ 296 trucks 
ordered there were only 91 received. 
which is a very srnall percentage. Owing 
to this a number of persons have been 
thrown idle. Both Coovar and \Yutul 
yards aro becoming congested. There 
are now 323 logs at Cooyar and 320 at 
Wutul, totalling 3{)0,000 superfiicial feet 
of timber, "aiting for trucks, and log·s 
are arriving at the yards. from 40 to 60 
daily. It is hoped that Cooyar will get 
fairer treatment in regards to trucks in 
future.'' 

I have another statement here to the same 
effect. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: '.Ye have 
had that for twenty years. 

Mr. MOORE: It is well known that we 
have to wait six or eight weeks for trucks, 
and son1eti1nes more. I have hero so1no 
figures showing the rolling-stock built bv 
the previous Government and b,· this Go
vernm.ent. In 1912-13, 1913-14, ~nd 1914-15 
the Railway Department built 2.641 trucks. 
3'1 engines, 93 lavatory carriages, and 74 
suburban carriages, anrl 230 coal wagons. 
In 1919-20, 1920-21, 1921-22, and 1922-23 only 
888 goods wagons were built. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vVe spent 
a. lot on " rebuilts." 

Mr. MOORE : I asked the Minister to 
giYe me some figures with regard to the 
number of trucks built. He gaYe me an 
aHswer to my question, and I pointed out 
that the Railway DqJartrnent were going 
back in trucks, and now we find that there 
are a lot of " rebuilts." The figures I asked 
for should have included " rebuilts," and 
they show that there is a shortage. There 
B ": shortage at practically every railway 
station. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve are 
economising by carrying bigger wagon loads. 

Mr. MOORE: All the figures will go to 
show that the wagon loads throughout the 
State are of a less tonnage than in 1914-15. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The loads 
are in1proving. 

Mr. :VIOORE: Perhaps so on certain sec
tions like the section between Northgate and 
Gym pie, When :, ou get out into the more 
di~tant parts they arc not improving. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Com
missioner bays exactly the opposite to that. 

Mr, :\100RE: The Commissioner's figures 
prove n1~v contcntjon. 

The 8ECRET.\TIY FOR RAILWAYS: I quote.d 
the figures this morning. 



Supply. [3 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1333: 

Mr. MOORE: The Minister quoted the 
fwures to suit his own case. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: J\'o. 

Mr. ::MOORE: Take the figures given by 
the Commissioner in connection with the 
total mileage and the total tonnage, and 
you will see whether the loads are improving 
or not. The ftgurcs ~how that the loads are 
M>t improving, but that we arc going back. 
\Ve have built only eighteen engines in that 
period and thirty suburban carriages and 
nineteen lavatory carriages. The number of 
coal wagons have b en lumpe-d with the goods 
'' ag·ons. The figures show that we are getting 
bc·hind in that clir<:ction. People in various 
rarts of the State have drawn attention to 
the shortage of trucks and the difftculty of 
securing adequate provi&ion to take their 
produce away. These figures show the mile
a r:e constructed, cost, etc., for the periods 
stated-·-

)Iiles ;liil< Amcnnt 
Constrtictecl. Constructed ,,. d d per Annum. £.xpru e · 

---------1------ ---

£ 
9 years to 

1915 
1,701 213 13,771,813 

9 years to 1,067 1:34 15,515, .. A2 
1924 i 

The Minister made a comparison, and said 
that a previous Government had put forward 
a special railway policy, and that the present 
Gcwernment had to carry it out. They had 
even justification for putting it forward. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They put 
forward a proposal for railway construction 
to cost £4,000,000 or .£5,000,000 in 1915 
during the last session of Parliament so as 
t<> defeat us at the elections. 

:'vir. MOORE : In 1915 the railways showed 
:< e"rplus. 

The SF('RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The elec
tions were the justification. 

Mr. MOORE: In 1915 the ra.ilways showed 
a surplus, and seeing the Government of the 
day hi!d a system that was paying and 
viving- an adequate return to the country, 
they were perfectly justified in making ex
tc·miono from which they expected to get 
an ad.0quate return. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They had 
deficits for thirty years. 

Mr. JVIOORE: Where extravagance comes 
ict is in expending a large amount of money 
when yoLl ar2 not getting an adequate 
return, and you· are obtaining less and less. 
That is the fault with the present system. 
For the period 1907-8 to 1914-15 there was 
a deficit of £148,472, and for the period 
1915-16 to 1922-23 there was a deficit of 
£9,882,48:.. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There were 
(;elicits for thirty years. 

Mr. MOO RE: With a young country just 
beginning its career and .~tarting new rail
ways, you. naturally expect deficits. They 
are unavo1dable. but when the country is 
develop0cl to a certain extent and the rail
ways become a paying proposition--

The PREMIER; You should be fair. 

Mr. l\lOORE: When the railways are 
broughJ. to a J.>ftying -position and they are 

handc3 ova to another Government, and 
m nine y~an that Government shows a loss 
of £11,000,000, it indicates extravagant 
administration and shows that the policy of 
the Government is 1vrong. 

The PRE)IIER : It is qui to true that during 
t'1e last year of the Denham-Barncs _'\.clminis
t··~ j ion tl-co Go:vernmcnt showed a small rail
w.1v ,u, plus, but that :vas at the expense of 
the rHilwa.~; employees who wore only being 
p:<J d. l1.s. n da}. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They stopped· 
the automatic increases, too, which this 
Go:vermnent had to carry on. 

l\Ir. i1100RE·: 'The Premier, m speaking 
m this Ch2Illbor in 1910, said-

" I congratulate the Treasurer on the 
financial position of the railways. 
QJternJancl is in a :very fortunate posi
tion in regard to the \\·hole of her r·il
way system. It is not so much the genius 
of the Govern1.1ent. iir. t is responsible 
for the good position of our railwo,ys. 
~ovcrthclcs'" 1 despite the increased (:X

tcnsion of railways into unpopulatGd
districts, the railways have been earning 
fair interest on the cost of construction." 

He eongratula tee! the previous Government 
on the position of the railways. We have· 
the unfortunate position of having an in
crease in freights and farc2s placed upon us. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your party· 
advocated it. too. 

M·r. IviOORE: This increase was not 
placed on the people of the country because 
thm· had not clone their duty, but because· 
Jbe policy of the Government has retarded 
lone! seitlemcnt, because of the "hole policy 
of the Government in depopulating country 
djstricts, and because a large number of 
p0ople in tho country were not able to earn 
sufficient to keep them going and so they· 
came into the citi<es and towns. 

The PRE:VIIER: Do you say that the ton-
nage of agricultural produce carried on the 
railwu.:·s hELs declined? 

Mr. JUOORE: No, it shows a slightc 
in:::1cc.se. 

The PRE:VIIER: You ought to be fair. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat were· 

your figures ? 

Mr. l\100RE: There has been an increase· 
in the agricultural area selected. 

The SECRETARY FOR R ULWAYS: I am speak
ing of the tonna.g·e on railways. 

The PREMIER: You said just now l.hat the· 
tonnage was not increasing. 

Mr. MOORE: I said that the total was· 
increasing. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: Take the 
tonnage on the railways? 

Mr. MOORE: I am not going into petty 
details. The hon. gentlemen are rsimply 
attempting to cover llr' the true facts. 

The PRE:Vlf: R: Do you s.ay that the area. 
under agricultural production and the agri
cultural tonnage on the railways have not 
prog-re:>_cd '! 

Mr. MOORE: It dof·s not ~ay that, 
because som8 industries show an rncrf-n,se
although all the oth0rs are going back-that 
there has been an increase in settlement. 

The PREMIER: Do you say that, because· 
l.he production of minerals is going back, 
the whole State is going back? 

Mr. llioorc.j 
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Mr. MOORE: Minerals are a very s.11all 
item. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was a 
very big ite1n. 

Mr. J\IOORE: \Vhat I want to point out 
is that tho Government have inct·pased 
freights and fares. The Minister has not 
attempted to justify that increase. I want 
to call attention to the remarks of the 
Minister in 1913, when he said that it had 
been proved in all parts of the world that 
a. reduction in fares and fr0ights actually 
.meant an increase in revenue. 1:: et \Ye hav-c 
tho sa1ne lVIinister now bringiug 111 a ~1 
Increase in both fares and freights ~ 

The SEcm;T.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: On the 
.:cdvocacy of your party they ~hould be higher 
so as to ma.ke the railv~ ays pay. 

Mr. MOORE: Here is a si'ltement made 
.by the Premier on 6th Septemb:r, 1924-

" It is true that a small percentage 
increase on freights and fare:<-20 per 
cent. would :·irld £200,000 or £300,000-
but it v. onld not b<e just to increase t 110 

frei!':hts of the Queensland rail'" ay·· 1 t 
would bo a serious imposition on \Yorkors 
toiling in the country to in('rC,'SC the 
railway freights. They are '' ol''o 
situatod than vvorkf'rs in the citv. and 
thev are entitled to as mu~h cm1sidc,·a
tion as the citv vvnrkers. I ha vo Jy 0n 
against increas.ing the r:::tllwa.'"? freights, 
because i~ rneans leYying an in1post upon 
the produce and rH:cessarics of life of the 
''"'orkers who liYe in the country." 

~cverthcless} we are going to have that 
1ncrease. 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAY8: \Ye haY~ not 
increased them as much as thev haYe been 
incre.a,ed in other States. · 

Mr. MOO RE: In v-iew of the expression 
of opinion given bv the Premier and Sec
retar:v for Rnihva.ys~, I an1 going to 1nove a 
reduction in the v-ote by £1. 

The PnnfiER: \Yhom would v-ou take it 
off? (Laughter.) • 

Mr. l\IOORE: I am taking it off the whole 
Yote, and the hon. gcnt!en1an can distribute 
it among those who he thinks are entitled 
to share in the reduction. I vyould take it 
off the Minister if I could, because it is 
mainly his maladmini tration and the policy 
ef the Goycrnment that hav-e brought about 
the present r·osition o£ the railwayo. 

The PRE~IIER : The , dar ,- of the Minister 
·does not come into this v-ote. (Go,·crndle'Jt 
laughter.) 

Mr. l\IOORE: I know that. I said that I 
would take it off his sala1··· if I could. I 
urn not in a position to aliOcnto the reduc
tion, but, if I were, the reduction would be 
considerably greater than £1. I beg to 
lTlOY€-

" Th"t the vote be reduc'd by £1." 
Mr. SW_\.YNE (Jiirani): An:: unbia,sed 

per·•on listening to the speech which has just 
'be<en made by the loadc•r of the Opposition 
rnust support a vote of censure on this 
department. vVhat Ins bum the history of 
this department since the pre,ent Govern
ment rgmc into po\vPr? Year aft·er year 
th.:rr..~ lr\YD been de:]cits 0~1 the \vorking of 
our railways, until they nor: attain the hng-e 

figure of oYer £ll,OC·i,GJJ. There 
[2 p.m.] could be onh- one excuse for 

losses like that-that the railways 
--were serving son1o good purposJ in oth~r 

' • 1 ~ 1 l ~t ... ' i'. J_,i_oore. 

·directions. That is the only excuse which 
coctld justifiably be advanced b.) a Govern
ment, but facts do not proYe the correct
ness of that assumption in regard to this 
Government. If it could be shown that this 
huge loss was increasing our productiveness 
and settling our people on the land, thereby 
checking this flow of population to the cities, 
I ..,ould be quite prepare-d to admit that it 
might possibly pay to work our railways at 
a loss; but that ha, not happened. Sinoe 
1915 there has been an increasing flow of 
population to the city and a d0rreasing 
country settlement. Prior to 1915 the posi
tion wa' quite the reverse. There is there
foro no justification whatever for this con
tinuous ruinous ]o, s which is placed on a 
small population of something like 825,000 
peopl0. 

It is the business of the Opposition to note 
these maUers and lav them before the elec
tors. On the questiori of increases in freights 
and fares, I certainly think that, \vhen the 
amendment of the leader of the Opposition 
comes to the vote, it should hav-e not only 
our support, but the support" of the Premier. 
who stated that any increase in freights and 
farce mmt fall most he a Yily on the country 
worker, and that h2 will suffer more severe! v 
than anybody else. It is generally admittecl 
that. if one thing more than another is 
necessary in Queensland to-day, it is the 
encourag.en1ent of settlement in country dis
tricts. Seeing what has happened in this 
regard, on tho Premier's O\VD ad1nissionJ we 
m u't v-iew the action of the Secretarv for 
na:ilways in increasing freights and fa;es as 
a distinct discouragen1ent to, and an incr·oased 
har<hhip on. the country wo">".lser, and we 
must certainlv claim the Premi~'s v-ote on 
this amendment. 

Perusing the history of the State. we find 
that year after year there has been a huge 
annual loss in connection with our raihvays 
without any compensating benefit. \Ve have 
increas~d freights and fares and a lessened 
train senice. While that hns be-en going on 
we haYo had a lew-.cned train scn-ice. Trains 
haYe been cut out, causing incorn-eniece to 
country residents, which they would be qui I e 
prepared to submit to if any good results 
accrued. vYith a lessened train service we 
have had an increase in the number of 
on1ployc, · :.. The deparhncnt is also suffering
a loss because of insufficient rolling-stock and 
tho unduly heavy capitalintion that has 
i a ken place on our railway,. I notice from 
the report placed in our hands to-d11v that 
the capital cost of the line from ::VIackay to 
Bloomsbury is given at £15,000 per mile. It 
is all ypn· we11 to talk a bout increased cost 
of m a tcri<d and so on, but I contend j hat 
that large < apitalisation has been brought 
a bout by the political system purmod by thl' 
Administration. I mvself have poen on the 
verv seC'tion of line l·eferred to ;... ~vcn men 
sta;1ding round a tjp dray, .and an:~one ·who 
knows c<11ything about it knows that three 
shoYdmen for one tip dray is quite Pufficient. 
Thrrt is the sort of thing that is causing this 
c.,pitalisation of £15,000 per mile. I would 
lil(c to go into this exorbitant cost of con
struction. but I know that I would be ruled 
out of o;·der, as that comes under the Loan 
Fund Estimates. This hi!':h cost has nothing 
to do with the officials of tho department. 1 t 
is pure!,· the result of politi~al influence and 
that bugbPar in their platform in regard to 
thP da v-labour svstem. 

I wduld also like to make some comment 
in regard to the lack of discipline in the 
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railway service. I do not know what else to 
call it. Those who travel about the country 
find evidence from day to day of the apparent 
total disregard by employees of instructions 
from their chiefs. The other day I happened 
to be at a big sugar-mill in the North. The 
sugar-room was getting full, and I was told 
by the manager that he ha-d been promised 
by the General ::VIanager in TownsYille that 
he could haye all empty trucks going past 
his mill to take his <ugar to Bowcn, and he 
abo pointed out that each one of thm-e 
trucks would earn about £2 in loading in 
taking the sugar to Bow n for shipment. 
Although those empty trucks were travelling 
south to BovYen, they were allo\".rcd to go 
11ast hi.-; n1ill and the sugar was allo;v-cd to 
accumulate in his etore. That i• the sort of 
thing that is going on. I remember a littL 
incident vvhen I was travelling from Gla-d
stone to a shtion south of Glaclstone. A 
train crew got into the carriag-~ in whiC'h T 
Y.as sitting, ancl the fircrnan-quite a young 
n1an~\vas complaining about the cleaners. 
He pointed out that h' could not n·d his 
·engine cleaned, and that he ht>d to cl~an his 
vwn C'n_rine that morning. According to hin1, 
they seemed to bo•·-s t ho s. ;·v-ice, yet they 
arc the lo\vcst grade in the running staff. 
I suppose that not very long before lw had 
been a cleaner himsplf. These ar0 the thing.;; 
you notice \Vhen vou traYnl l'Ol,H(l the coull
try. This is larg.cly o·,,-ing to the policy of 
job control that the party I!ow in power 
encourage. That is where the trouble is. 
It is not Kith the heads of the department. 
~o matter how wi,,cly and cfficicntlv the 
heads of the departme1lt rnay adminlst~·r the 
department, no rnattcr ho\v int:~1lic~.,"ut may 
be t.he instructions they giYe, th;.'y are net 
earned out. Thee'· are 'Omc of the causes 
that lead to the losses that a re now oc•eur
ring in the Raihvay Department. 

This morning the hon. member for \Yinclsor 
~poke about the large order for l'lcomoti;-cs 
being placed in the South. 11·hich should hanl 
been placed in Queensland bee a use we all 
!\:now that thero is unern[lloymcnt in our 
non trade. Is th2 fact that this order was 
placed in the South not an indication of tho 
!oigh cost of production that is pre;-ailirog 
m Queensland as com,pared vv-ith the other 
States, vrhich h_::'l been largely brought 
abou~ ?:•' th_e pohc:: ad?ptcd by the present 
Admm1stration? \\ hy 1s 1t that the Ipswich 
Railway \Vorkshops <annat do that work? 
yve ha,~ one of the :finc,.t enginoorinr; shops 
Ill the 'Jom_monw_e~lth in J\iaryborOU[~h. also 
good ont. · 111 Bnf'.·Janc. yet for smnc rea. on 
-or other Southern firms are . blc to put in 
!owe;· tenders. It must be because of the 
hig·h CO't of pr0duction. v;-hic;, is (•ntirclv 
due to the policy which has hl!en followe~l 
by thi, Govci'nmcnt since they have l·oen in 
pov. cr. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: TG!l us ''-hv \Yalkers 
Limited compete v•:ith Southern firms. 

Mr. SWAY~'-'E: The SocJ·etary for Rail
'va,rs was good enough to invite n1e to bt' 
pr~"ent at the openini?' of the Proserpine 
ra1lwa:v, and I thank hnn for the vr•r•· kind 
treatment I receinJ. He •• ill understand 
that thrre is nothing personal in what I 
ar.rl t.aying. On that occa·.ion speech0s ,vere 
made. Thr- hon. gentleman evident]~,- r.·alised 
the true position in conreetion with the con
stantly recurring losses on our raihvays, but 
he . fell back on the old " gag " that our 
freights and fa;·es are lower than those i:~ the 

ether States. I took occasion to contradict 
him on that, as it is a public matter. I 
have a report of his speech here. He dwelt 
upon the fact that the long distance freights 
tn Queensland were less than those charge.d 
in other States. 

The SI:CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Fares-not 
freights. 

Mr. S\YAY~E: I hanl the "Courier" 
here, in which it is statC'd-

" The Minister added that to-day 
Queensland freights for agricultural pro
ducts wero the lowc•;t, and the fare-. for 
long distance carriage the loivest 1.n 
..._\lutralia..'' 

pointed out th11t. taking 5(}0 miles-which 
JS '" fairly long diotance--the iigures showed 
that t.ho rates in the v-arioLls States ware-

New South \Yales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
\Yostern Australia 

s. d. 
197 6 
2Z'l 3 
268 4 
2~7 9 
246 8 

South Austr:tlia was the onlv- State that 
was higher than Queen -land. ·I was quite 
justiiiod in the position l iook up on that 
GC'Casion. 

I noticed that, when the learler of the 
Opposition w:1s concluding hi, speech a little 
while ago, both the Premier and Secretary 
for Railways triumphantly interjected that 
1 he incrc a se in agricultural produce Darried 
on our railwnvs was an indication of the 
general prospm:ity which ivas aC'cruing under 
their rulc>. I have the figures for the last 
hvo years. 

The RWRF.TARY FOR R\1LW.-\YS: Take a nine 
years' comparison. 

Mr. S\'L\YNE: I have not got the figures 
for nine years. I would point ant, without 
having access to the figures, that in all 
probability that has arisen from the in
crcaeed arnount of sugar-cane "~arricd on the 
railways. Any increase in that direction 
most certainlv does not lie to the credit of 
this Govcrnn1ont. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Yhy' 

Mr. SWAYNE: During thnt time two 
big mills have been established ~n 'the 
::\"orth. and their existence is t 'rtainly not 
due to the present Administration. Tenders 
\H·re called for these mills before they took 
office. The legislation in the swear industrc' 
vchich has led to the increase in traffic is 
dLtO to tho action of the Right Hon. W. :M. 
IIughcs in giving a fair price, and of JYh. 
Tiruc,; in placing an cn1bargo on the in1porta
tion of sugar. 

I b-, vc h:>rc tho G gure'- shov, ing the amount 
of agricultural produce carried by the rail
vvays during the last b\'O financial years, 
and thev arc u contradiction of the con
t<•ntions -of the hen. gentleman. They show 
th<tt. no matter how light the increase in 
the freig-hts has bc•en, during the last period 
of this Administration the output of agri
cultural produce has decreased, if ;::e are to 
judg·c hy the amount carried by the railways. 
In 1922-23 the quantity of agricnltural pr'l
duce carried on the raihvays arn{.mnted to 
7 ->1.829 (,ms, vv-horeas last year, 1923-24, the 
tonnage of agricultural produce carried \vas 
only 731,783 tons. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your figures 
are wrong. 

]J1r. Swa::;ne.] 
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Mr. SWAY~E: They are taken out of 
the report of the Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
got the \Vrong figures. LDok at page 20. 

J.Jr. SWAY=\'E: I have here the report 
of the Commis,ioner, and I find that those 
fignres are corn d-741,829 tons in 1922-23, 
and 731,783 tons in 1923-24. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: \'\Tat page 
arc you quot1ng frorn '? 

l\Ir. SIVAYJ'\E: Page 111 of the Commis
sioner's report. 

The _SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: On page 20 
you will find that the tonnage of all agri
cultural produce amounted to 1,140,000 tons. 

Mr. SWAYJ'\E: Do_., that inolude sugar
cane 1 

T!'w SECRETARY FOR . RAILwAYs : 0 f course, 
agricultural prodn<0 IneluJ;_<; sugar-car;. 

Mr. S\YA Y:\'E : I have not time to look 
at that. Hon. members opposite have stood 
upon these fignrec with regard to agricul
tural produce, and I have in my hand the 
report of th2 Commissioner, and I find in ·• 
the table on page 111, under the heading of 
" Agric~,lturp_l produce," the figures which I 
have quoted. I take it that they are correct. 

An hon. member is quite justified in basing 
his conclusions on thos2 tables, and my state
ment, based on those figures, is borne out 
that there has been a falling-off instead of 
an increase in the carriage of agricultural 
produce. Th~ questi·on of rolling-stock is 
one that rcqmres most earnc3t consideration 
and I am sorry that Queensland locomotive~ 
fu;e going to be built outside of Queensland. 
1\ e have our workshops and our workmen 
with plenty of cheap coal and there is cc/ 
t:tinly something wrong ~ohen work of this 
kind goes outside of Queensland. There is 
a shortage in all railwav vehicles but I 
believe it is more acute· with ·loco'motives 
It is no use the Government building addi
honal lm s unless they build rolling-stock 
to meet the needs of those new lines. If 
the Go;·crnmcnt do not .do that, then serious 
lo~s will be the result. The auestion of 
rolling-stock requires £ffective ha~dlino- and 
from wh~t _I can g':ther in g·oing abo~t the 
country, It ~s not bemg effectively handled. I 
sa:. emphatically that I do not believe for one 
moment that all these happenings arc due 
to the official management. It is all due to 
the system that has been brought about. I 
would hke to hear. the Minister's explanation 
for the decrease m mileage p-er emploYee 
and tonnage per employee for 1922-23 • a~ 
compared with 1914-15. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is because 
of r:'ore effective loading, and more powerful 
eng-mes. 

:Ylr. SW AYNE: For ~he nine y£•ars prior 
to 1914-15 the mm·ease 111 mileage open for 
!raffic was 52.4. per cent., and the increase 
m t~e construction of engines 74.2 per cent., 
carnagcs 53.8 per cent., and wagons 69 4 per 
cent. For the nine y ars since 1914-lS tho 
per~entage increase in the construction of 
eng-uws lw.s been only half the percentago 
of the in_crease in miles open for traffic. F 01: 

that penod the percentag-e increase in miles 
?Pen f<?r traffic '"as 24.8, \vhen<1S the increase 
m engmo construction amountod to 13.3 per 
cent. 

The SECR~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: The engines 
e•·e much brgger and more powerful to-day. 

fMr. Swayne .. 

::VIr. S\VAYNE: If you are going to open 
up additional mileag·e, then you must con
struct a proper proportion of rolling-stock. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYR: \Ye do not 
I'C~1uire the same number of engines per train 
nu le as 111 1914, because we have v cry power
ful locomotives to-day. 

?vlr. SWAYNE: A certain thing came 
nnclc·r my notice quite recontl0, which I 
think could very well be told here. 

Thn CH.\IRMAK: Order ! The time 
allowed the hon. gentleman under the 
Standing Orders has expired. 

::\lr. DASH (Jiurzdingbwra): I >Yish first 
to c.Jngratuiate the Premier and the Sec
retary for Railways on the completion of the 
:t\orth_ Coast Railway. A high tribut J must 
be pncl to the workmen who completed the 
section between Nlackay and Townsville and 
the sc>ction between Mackav and St. 
Lawrence. ..:-\.ny one -who has tl:avPllcd over· 
rhe line will bear me out that it is a very 
g-ood and splendidly-built line. I wish also 
i o offer my thanks to the officials of the 
department for the courteous manner in 
\':hich they have always received me and 
attended to those matters which I have· 
brought before them. 

The J'\orth Coast Railway is one of the 
best examples of railwav construction that 
has been done by this c·m·ernment. It has 
brought Townsville into touc-h with Bris
bane and Cairns into touch with the Southern 
portions of the State. I hope that, when 
the Minister> and the officers of the dcpart
mem. proceed to C:airns to open the line 
officially, they will take as many of the hon. 
1nembers opposite ·who ,repre3ent Southern 
constituenciH with them as they can get t-o 
accompany them so that they ca.n sec what 
J'\o1·th Queensland is like. I feel satisfied 
1 hat, if they are taken to ~orth QuPensland, 
they will be as much impressed with that 
part of the State as thev were with ths 
Dawson Valley lands when. the Secretary for
Lands took them there recently. 

One of the most imnortant matters to be 
considered n far as 'Townsville is concerned 
is in connecr.ion with the work that has to 
be done for the ·railway system of the North. 
A good deal has been said about the up-to
date manner in which the Ipswich workshops 
"ere able to turn out the work, and it has
been said that it was equal to similar work 
in any other part of Australia. I hope that 
!l the work for the railways in the Korth 

>~ill be done at Townsville. \Ve have the 
tradesmen, and we feel quitE certain that 
the work can be effected as efficiently 
and well as in the South. I would 
like to impress upon the dcpartm<mt that 
';ork is at times hold up in the Townsville 
workshops because of the shortage of 
material. That adds greatly to tho cost of 
the work. 'l'hrough a lack of foresight in 
1he ea.rly days when the workshops of Towns
Yille \Verc cm1structed, no provision \Yas made
for an expamion of the system in the North. 
The railway ya-rds are so crowded at the 
present time that it is almost impossible to· 
b>:in[( trains in or out of the statio" when 
~hunting is going on. 'Vhen train;:; are 
arriving from the North or South, all 
f-hunting operations ha.vo got to cefl.se. I 
hope that, -,,hen the department is consider
ing the remodelling of the vards, something 
will be done to make the yards bctt•>r than 
ihey now are. 
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Provision for a good deal of work to bo 
done in the ?-lorth is made on the Estimate3. 
Here is some of the work for \vhich provision 
has been made-

Remodelling station yard and addi
tional buildings at Stew:1rt's 
Creek ... 

Electric Staff, Stew.n·t's Creek 
Fencing, Stevvart's Creek to Proser-

plnc 
Lig-ht;ng 
Relaying 
Sanitarv s'-stmn 
::.\C',\" rnacllinery 
Electric light and power 
Goods shed 
Additions and alterations to \vork

shops 

Total 

:8 

1,500 
750 

5,000 
1.000 

20,000 
400 

4.500 
3,00J 
5,00J 

11,000 

:852,150 

As it is coming to the close of the year, a 
fair number of unemployed will be collected 
H1 and around Townr-ville owing to the fact 
that tho meatworks will be closing and the 
sugar season ending. I ask the Minister, if 
it is possible, to start some of this work 
immediatDly so that at least some of the 
unemployed will be able to get employment, 
and their homes will be brighter at Christmas 
t-han would be the case if no work were 
started before tho end of the year. 

[2.30 p.m,.] 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That will be 

clone. ' 

:\1r. DASH: I feel sure that many of the 
people of the North will be grateful for the 
hon. gentleman's statement. In the ::'\orth 
last year we were allowecl to carrv on in our 
'"orkshops some construction work, buildin~ 
new wagons and other work. On page 21 of 
the report of the Commi, sioncr for Uailwavs 
for last year wo read- " 

"In the Northern Division 46 'V' 
wagons, 14 'V.H.', 9 'H,' and 12 timber 
bogies (2-fc•et gauge) were built at Towns
ville, while 44 locomotives were over
hauled, 4 carriages, and 25 wagons were 
rebuilt, and many others repaired." 

If there is any more rolling-stock to be 
made for the North Coast Railway, Towns
ville should get its fair share. l notice from 
the report that the department have accepted 
tenders for the building of new locomotives. 
The locomotive question has been a burning 
one for some consid.erablo time in North 
Queensland. vVe know that the Railwav 
Departm,ent did the best that was possibl;, 
under the circumstancPs, becausr, before 
the line was linked up, it was almost impos
sible to land a railwav engine at Townsville 
owmg to the very heavy expense involved. 
and we _had to carry on with the engines 
at our .:hsposal. New engines are now being 
delivered, and we trust that some of those 
engines will be sent to thE' North to give 
Ud an opportunity of keeping the rolling
stock up to date and the trains up to time. 
It has been stated all along the lino that, so 
far as the J'\orthern trains. are concerned 
there has been. a big percentage up to th~ 
mark and on time; but ·we know that it is 
a_lmost impossible to keep all trains up to 
hme because of the fact that if one train is 
delayed at a siding, that n'aturallv throws 
other. trains behind. That is the "cause of 
some of the late running of trains. Some 

people lun·e stated that the reason for the 
late running of trains has been that 
employees wanted to build up overtime. 
That is not correct, because 1n the 
:\orth Pmployecs do their br·'t to get their 
tmins in on time, and I w"Lnt to refute any 
t-taten1cnt to the contrar~,. 

A nry i,mportant matter that wants to be 
dealt with in connection with our railway 
yarr1s in Tm:vnsvillc is that of the ero3ion 
\1 hi eh is going on at Ross Creek. Only last 
year the department spent a considerable 
sum of 1noney in building a wall on the 
Cl'Pl'k bank to prevent the banks being 
W-1shcd KIYay and to prevent the cncroach
me:lt of the water upon the railway vards. 
I wieh to point out to the department that 
nn the right bank of Ro• s Creek there is a 
good deal of erosion now taking place. 
J~:very tide that comes in and goes out and 
CYPry flood that takes place washes away 
:-~a rds a ne! yards of the bank, an? ~ t present 
tllE'. \Yasluv.vays aro In close proximity to the 
Railway Department's property-that is, the 
property in which the officers of the clenart
ment are housecl. There has been a move
ment on foot by the progress aFsociation 
of the Railway Estate and South Townsville 
to communicate with the Government and 
local bodies for the purpose of haYing a 
dredge placed at the mouth of Ross River 
to !JUmp the &and back t·o the low-lying 
portion of South Townsville. That would 
reclaim an amount of iand which would 
almo:,t pay the cost of the dredging and 
refillmg. Some years ago the Townsville 
Harb_our Board's engineers and experts 
appomted by the Harbour Board to go 
mto the question of putting an embank
ment across Ross Creek, where it junc
tions 'nth the ~oss River, pointed 
out that It- was possible to do this work 
and that it would involve no engineer
mp; difficulty. The progress association has 
wntten to the Townsville Council, the 
Harbour Board, the shire council, and also 
to the Treasury Department asking them to 
co-operate in seeing if something cannot be 
d_one to carry out thi~ work. At the present 
t!me the banks of this creek, together wtih 
tne refuse that comes clown durino- flood 
time, are being washed into th,l h~ubour, 
and the Harbour Board is constantly dredg
mg the refuse from the basin wheeeas if 
this embankment were const;ucted ac~'OES 
Ros~ Creek and a portion of the creek filled 
m. It would. save the Harbour Board thou· 
>an4s. of pounds a :,·ear in dredging. In 
addition, the land would be saved instead of 
bemg washed away by the flood tides and 
flood::. 

I see by the Estimates that a good d••al of 
money is to be expended in connection with 
the Townsvill~ workshops, and I hope the 
department Will see that the most up-to-date 
machinery is pnrchased for these workshops, 
w that they will have an opportunity of 
competmg successfully with the Ipswich work
shop3, where there is an up-to-date plant at 
present. It is no use the department at the 
present time putting the cost of work at 
Townsville against the cost of work at 
Ipswich, becaum at Townsville we have no 
up-to-date machinery such as they have at 
Ipswich. Furthermore, the lines in use in 
Townsvillr> run right into the workshops, and 
there is a risk of accident when shunting 
is being carried on. I trust the departmen~ 
will give every consideration to the matter& 
I have mentioned, and that during the next 
financial year the Townsville worksh<,ps wil: 

Mr. Dash.] 
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g-et a fair share of the work, and that they 
will becoa10 a hive of rnd ustry. 

At 2.37 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (Bremcr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chai.rman in the chair. 

Mr BEDFORD (Wan·ego): I consider 
that the Minister's reply to the alleged criti
cisms of the other side has been sufficiently 
effedivo to make it unrwoes··.ary for me to 
enter the field .again. In speaking on the 
Financial Statement, I instanced cert<>in 
criticism bv the Melbourne " Age " of the 
Victorian r'Uilway .systJm, and all their conl
parisons as to 1nileage costs "\vcre in favour 
of QLioonsland. The general idea that these 
railways should bo run ,as private railways 
would bo run was stressed ye· tor-day by the 
hon. member for Oxloy. He apparently does 
not understand Australia. His ideas of a 
country arc all taken from countries smaller 
than anv one of half a dozen electorates in 
Queensland; whore transJ1ortation is carried 
on by a dozen or twenty private railway 
companies, and whore some of the worst 
accommodation in the world is to be found 
on some of those private lines, notably the 
London an,d South-East0rn. In coming to 
the consideration of a State-owned railway 
systnm in a country of this sort, he is 1\ppar
cntly uncquippod with sufficient information 
to permit him lo g-ot a proper perspective. 
For instance, we have a railway system which 
is hrgoly tho working plant of a great 
public estate of over 400,000,000 acres-unique 
in the world~and when en top of that we 
see how these railways have brought to 
Queensland the only decentralised system in 
use in Australia we can recDgnise that, if 
there is no bookkeeping profit, still these 
railways and their management dc·en-o well 
of this country. 

Speaking from tlw purely Ion! point of 
view, I thank the Minister and the Commis
sioner for tho oxcollont "·ork done in the 
improvenH~nt of the westerll train systcln. 
.\!though hon. members on the other side 
seem to take it for granted that we arc now 
about to close up railw.ay comtruction for 
years to come, I would urge that, a·
£500,000,000 could be found in Australia for 
war, the Commonwealth-which is largely 
taking over tho job of providing- funds for 
the St·ates, or at !oast of controlling loans 
for the States-should find £150,000.000 for 
the purpose of 1naking necessary railways 
an£! doing that which bas remained an elec
tioneering placard for the last forty 0 ·-•ar·,
the locking of the rivers of Australia. This 
being done, one of the fir ,t nceeseary works 
should be tho Charleville-Blaelmll line, 
another connection with the New South 'Wales 
raihYay systPrn and its extr~usjon to 1Iung:.:-r~ 
ford, Thargon1indah, Eromanga, \Vindorah, 
and on to Boulia~a line '·'hi eh "·ill probablv 
come on 1ntwh quicker than is anticipated, 
beutuse it is pari of the Co1nn1onwealth 
system of the 1'\orth-South line, and will 
naturally be built contemporaneously with 
that line. 'l"hero is a] .. -o ahead an exter.>'ion 
south Df the lino to (-:funnamulla. 

The statement that the railwavs ar-e over
manned or overstaffed and that they cost too 
much is largely tho despairing wail of people 
who see only ono way of making the railways 
pay. On the one hand they do not like to 
see freights and fares increased, and on the 
other hand they complain of the railways 
heing overstaffed; and, if they cared to put 

[.!Vir, Dash. 

it into actual words, they are people who 
believe in grinding the heads of the 
employees of the railways on the doorstep, 
which is the old Tory way. These deficits in 
our railways-which have been continuous 
for forty YE us-have been part of the natural 
condition of operating State railways and 
extending them, so 1hat we have now over 
6,000 miles of railway serving a population 
of 825,0JO. Although there may be bad 
senico given in every utility, public and 
private, the people responsible for most of 
tho criticism of the railways should, first of 
all, ask themselves whether they are giving 
to the Slate railway system good citizenship .. 
\V e find-especially on first-class carriages
that we hav-e such bad citizens travelling 
that the towels have to bo chaim·d up. In 
the more Southern State", whore the figures 
would give the ide-a that they have a more 
criminal population than we have hore--

1\Ir. KERR: You have to chain up the soap 
in this place. (Laughter.) 

:Yir. BEDFORD: That has only bF"n since 
t.ho hon. member has been here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: It was before that. 

Mr. BEDFORD: They knew the hon. 
member was coming. Tho position is that 
bad citizenship is given to the State sy,tem. 
There are pl-enty of men who hog a large 
aruount of room in the raihvay carriages, 
who put up their feet on the seats, and 
destroy generally the property which is 
really their own, although they have got 
such a bad sem,., of ci1izenship that they 
cannot understand it. If there bo bad sor
vicll in tho Hailway D partment in a few 
rare in"'tant cs, thoro is also an amount of 
bad citi,cnship among the people who travel. 
The \York done by the Uailway Department 
in making it· possible for the poor peopl-e of 
the back countrv to come' to the sea has 
largely been made valuek· s by the fact that 
a few people on the beach ·> on t!JC sea coast 
ha,~o bog-gPd all the building sites and charge 
I iko the Light .Bri ;;a·de for the two or three 
weeks tha1- the<: people aro in toFn. Se0ing 
th<t the Department of Public Lands has 
cPrtain estate~ do''-ll at Burleigh on whi"h 
it is ~pending a largo amount of rnoncy in 
building a road, tho RaihYa_~ DepartnH:-nt 
.Jhould m1ko son10 arrancenL ntR ,~ith the 

partmcnt of Public Lrrnds aud establish 
a.ecornmodati.)n houses for the people 

who tra Yel on tho railways 1-o the sea, reliev
ing thcn1 fro1n the pir.lt~s ~.vho nw.ke an 
excursion to the se-aside practicllly irnpos
sible. _\t the ,,ame time then should bo a 
con1positc tirkct ·which '' nnld c:u'r:· the proplc 
o\·er th:.l railwav nnd indudf' arcomrnodation 
at the seaside. ·That "'>·on1J trYJd tc, increase 
the r·e,,enue of the HaihYa)' Departuent. 

The Staio railwi>': systems of Australia 
<.;honld do srnnethini!: like whtlt is clone by 
prin<te-raih,ay svstems all over the \vorld. 
They not cnly carry their people at much 
high~r fnres th, n lwre from point to point, 
but thoT also estrtblish nilwav hotels at e'lrh 

centre, so that, after the~: get the profits 
rarryino' then1 on the l'tli1wav the-v also 

get the 'pn;'fit of accomn1odating ihen1 .during 
!heir stay at the point to which they are 
tra yelling·. For instance, it is np to the 
Railway Department to c:tahlish on nihYay 
property railv;ay hotels at Cairns, Tmvns
Yille, Rockhampton, Toowoomba, and Bns
],anc, .and in suchwise proYide that State 
Socialism-seeing that it has all the jobs 
that do not pay-the post offi<X", the raihvays, 
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and so on-shall get a hand on some of the 
jous that do pay. 

Ono o£ the VYClrst statPITif"nb; bv a man 
pretending to be an Australian ·legislator 
was made in this Chamber the other day b: 
the hon. member for Oxlev. He said that 
the denartment should bu1: its material in 
th~ ch~apeot market. If t'here is one thing 
that must appeal to any Australian, it is 
the fact that every LaLour Government in 
Australia has shown itself tn be truly Aus
tralian by insisting upon buying all ito 

. nece:::.saries in the Australian nu:trkPt. The 
Tory Commonwealth Govcrmnent, the Tory 
Government in South Austr clia when in 
power, awl the Tory C::o,·p·-, mcnt in )iew 
South \Vales, have continuo~:ud~·7 s·~nt as n1uch 
monev out of tlw country as pos3ihle on the 
ground of alleged chcapne'''· I.Yhcn the 
R{)ckharnpton IIarbonr Boa.rd wan1 -d a. 
dredge, it sent abrood for the purn6sc ar.d 
referred l he imprdcnt rcquo•t to tlw Com
monwe>alth Government that the £11.000 duty 
on it should be remit.tnd. I trust th •t th 
Commonwealth Governmf'nt, bad as it is, 
will not be as bad as that. Where our 
Go.-crnment hnv0 had a chance of placing 
contracts for public works insi·dc Queensland 
they h<e vc done so: but th ,' discrr>pancy 
between the tenders in the case of the con
tract just let ''·as so great th d the Govern
ment had to give it to )<ew South \Yalcs, 
which, after all, is inside Au,tralia. 

vY<' not onlv hnve the hon. member for 
Oxlcy--one> ·wo~nders how En£;land could bear 
to P"-rt with a ma.n of his trancccndental 
abilities-s<tying that this country has had 
too rnnrh sf'ntiment of latr, and that it 
should bu:; in the cheapest market, appar
e-ntly cf:terishiP~ tho idea-seeing he says 
that th0 raih• a vs are m·er-staffcd-that some 
kind of profit. should he got b:: getting 
cheaper labour and grinding it down to the 
po•ition which existed in 191.2. ~o matter 
what happens our Government is not 
likely to do that. VI' e say that our job 
as a r~ilwav ( nriPr i., tn t"'l-n~ HlC best 
pos ible sorYlcr for the k_,~st prs;;iblc nt-c--nry. 
ahvuys rcrr'ernbcnn'?: that it ls n rpjlway 
<ystcPl Y', hi rh i~ deYc.Jopinrr ~rOO)O~Y)_OOJ a('rcs 
of b_nd \Ci;ch is unalicnflt":l fll1d romdins 
the pro,wrt,;· of the Statr. I do nnt !hi11k 
anr hon. m0mbcr on this side bns any 
Eyrnpathy with a rnan \\ ho sug-·?; '"ts thnt ,,,·n 
should buy~ gcoJo;; '-~VC'n fron1 Gcrman:v if 
they ftrf> ('hea:)f'l' and put our O"\Vn lV'Dplc 
out of \York. Tt i~ only jnst nnother 11roof 
of t 1·o frf:'l1f'l·al ir1sine0ritY of th0 n1:1st con
·ccitcd of nll the coekw.:~T ilLtors \\llo haYc 
ever struck this count:y.~ 

ThP TEMPORr\HY CHAIR'\IA::\': Ordc>r! 
The hon. merncer has exhausted the time 
allowed to him by the Standing Onlcrs. 

Mr. KERR (F:normcm); In ~Up11orting the 
amendm•·nt mr•ved bv the leader of the 
Opposition T want to ·confine myself lo the 
point-that is the action of the Governn1cnt 
in incrcaf;ing fHrcs and frcig·hts on the 
Queensland railways. c 

Th,- Govt-rnmcnt h ·Vf' Pndcavonrrd to 
-:rnakn a coP:::idcrahle an,-ount of capital out 
of the fact that their polic? is to run the 
raihva1 ,, at tlu~ lo\n~st nos"iblc cost to the 
pcop1 ·: hnt ihrir a('t'uul ~adfninistration 
-diffC'rs f'lltirr 1v fron1 th0ir promi:r>-; at elec
tion tirrJc~. The Connni:;;sioner's report for 
1916 states-

" .c\n amended cla3sification, both goods 

and C'oaching, came into operation as 
from 1st :November last. These classi
fications meant an increase in the rates 
and faH•:;:, 'hut wen~ so arrangocl as to 
affect on!;. slightly the cost of necessities 
of life. The issue of return tickets, 
except "'ithin the suburban area, was 
abolished-singk journey tickets only 
being is~ned. Thi~ alteration ~.\'a:- respon
sible fm- a considerable inn-case in the 
revenue dcriYcd frorr1 passenger traffic." 

That is \\'hat v e have as the first act of 
a Labour GoYernment clnring the first year 
of its administration. rrhe Comn1i~sioner, in 
his report for 1917, states-

" Additional r•'Yenue, of coursL', could 
be obtainf'd bv raising rat.z:s and fares 
to make up for lack of traffic, but this 
would rnean increasing the burden on 
thos2 who ha .-c had the cnt2rprisc and 
cllurrrge to take up the work of pioneer
ing. I-!-o--;,v, then, arc the se sr>ctions of 
railway to be made to pay if rat"s and 
fares are not increa~ed, or the residents 
in the benefited district not taxed to 
make up the defici·mcy? It mig-ht be 
worth while to consider the appointment 
of experts who could instruct persons on 
lands sc'rvcd bv such lines how to get the 
best results fr·om th ,i,, land, and by 
means of advertiscm_cnt and deinonstra
tion, stimulate settlement in such dis
trict:-:." 

To-da:: cYery time thr question of fare' and , 
fr. io·hts is rftisr'd the Govc>rnment contend 
!hat' the only possible way to make lhe. rail
ways pay i~ b:v increasing fares and freights. 
\Ye on this side are a''ked if we are pre
pared to support such a policY. The Go
Yernm 11t's policy has had such an effect in 
Queensland that the Government arc unable 
to obtain additional reyemw through the 
Rn i}-.__~<'<l}T Departrnent bllCau~c the country has 
gon,' back. Country people haYe drifted to 
thl'? city looking for work, and n1any of 
tlF'rn haYc had to t'xist on Goyernment 
rati·ons. The Government have never made 
n thorough 0xar1ination to a~ccrtain what B 
the re':~! troubl.o. It is no nsc hlling us 
on the one hc:nd l'hat freights and fares 
v ill have lo lw kept as low as pos·.ible, and 
then on tlw other hand taking action to 
solw the dif!iculty and sa.c·ing that the only 
,.,a v to solve the difficult:- is by increasing 
freights and fares. In 1920 the. Goyernment 
further increosed the freights a ud fares by 17 
J'•'r cent. and 19 per cent., and just recentlv 
th:: J'Hfl'" ngcr fares 1vcrc incr-~'<:1-:cd by 7~ 
per cent .. \.vith a n1inimun1 iucr£'ase of lcl. 
I take this opportunity of cmphat'cally pro
trstlng against this additional burden upon 
my ('Qn:;;t-itu('nts, and 'vhat is happening to 
my comtitnents is happening to the people) 
i•1 the whole of th? metropolitan area. The 
Govcrnn1Pnt clain1 to have jncrca.sc.d passen
ger fores by only 7~ per cent., but I yenture 
to ~av th,tt on thP Eno_!!gera ljne the increase 
genei·all 0- amonnts to 17:'· per cent. That 
imposition is far too great. 

I-Ion. 1\I. ,J. KIRWA~!: \Yhat fares are 
charged on the Ashgrove tramline? 

Mr. KERR: There is a heavy impositicm 
there which may be romoved some day. 

Hon. Yl. J. KIRWAX: I did not hear the 
hon. gentleman protesting about that. 

:Mr. KERR : I did protest. I intend to 
".>pport the ',eader of the Opposition in his 
nwtion of censure on the Go.-ernment for 

Mr. Ke1·r.] 
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increasing f ~'res and freights to the extent 
thev have done. During a twelve months' 
]JAriod 800.000 passengers travell<'d on tlw 
Enoggera line between \Vilston to Mitchclton 
and paid ;l-)18,663; but owing to th? recent 
increase in fa'l·cs, they will now h:cve to 
pay an etdditional £3,330 per annum, 
which is equivalent to 17~ per cent. That 
is too 1nuch to irnposc on 1n:y people at 
one time. T'he statement b,· the Govern
ment that the increase Wa~S only 7~ per cent. 
is more or l0ss misleading. They were quite 
honest in stating that the minimum would 
be one penny, but an incr-ase of ono pcn~1y 
on the Enogg·era line has meant not an m
creae, of 7~ per cent., but of 20 per cont. 
Th.~re 'vere in so1ne instances increases of 
20 per cent. in the fares there, and an 
increase p;enerally of 17 ~ per cent. That is 
the action of an allegedly-Labour Govern
ment, or, to call them by their more correct 
name. a Socialist Government, although they 
forget that their socialistic principles have 
at times l·ecluced the standard of living. The 
imposition of this increase me'tns that a 
man in the vicinitv of the Enoggera line
and most of them" are on the basic wage
has to pay approximately £5 a year mor<e out 
of his wages. My remarks in regard to the 
Enoggera line also apply to many other 
metropolitan suburbs. 

'There are some astounding anomalies on 
the Enoggera linP, but apart from these 
~anomalies the fares are too high altop;ether. 
It seems unreasonable and inconceivable that 
a season ticket holder from Alderlcy to Bris
bane has to pay more for a twelve months' 
season ticket than if ho paid his fare daily. 

Hon. ::\1. J. KrRWA}>;: Surely that is not 
correct? 

Mr. KERR: I am glad to hear the As~ist
ant Home Secretary make that remark. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAx: I vould like you to 
give me the figures. 

Mr. KERR: Scacon tickc't holders travel
ling once a day for six days a week have 
to pay 1s. 3d. a year more than if they 
purchased their ticket dail) . If the se8 son 
ticket holder does not use the ticket on ten 
holidays in the year, he has to travel thirteen 
times before he gets ihe value for his money. 
The advantage to the department in having 
season ticket holders is that they have the 
use of the money for twelve months and are 
sa vecl expen'e in printing and the officers' 
time in issuing the tickets frequently. The 
cost of the season tickets on the Enoggora 
line is out of pronortion to the daily fare 
and should be imn~ediately reclucocl. ' 

Let me take another area. Ascot is three
quarters of a mile further from Brisbane 
ihan Alderley, yet the F"~~son ticket from~ 
that station is £1 4s. 9cj. lee'. Compare 
Ascot and the people who live in Ascot with 
the district on the Enoggera line and the 
people who live there! Affluence in com
pari,on with the basic wage. 

Let me take another instance. The return 
fare from Doombcn to Brisbane is 7cl. as 
against a fare from Eno"gcra to Brisbane 
of 5d. 'l'ho people c;'f Doomben pay 
£5 19s. 3d. for a season ticket as against 
£7 10s. 6d. the cost of a ticket from Enog
gcra. The difference is £1 lls. 3d. against 
Enoggera, yet Doomben is 1! miles further 
~rom ;Bnsbane than Enoggera ! Why this 
mconsrstency ? 

[ !11 r. ]{err. 

Then take Toombul. The daily fare is 
grPater than Enoggera, yet the season ticket 
rs 19s. 3d. cheaper. The same thinp; aprlies 

m regard to Kunclah. The same 
[3 p.m.J disparity exists in connection 

':'it h other lines. Morningside is 
the >amc chstanco as Aldcrle:~·, and is not 
only 19s. 3d. cheaper per year. but is le\. 
a . day cheapet·. Take Chelmer-which, 1 
thmk, I may refer· to as an aristocratic 
suburb. ·The fares to Chelmer arc 2cl. 
hrgher than to Enoggera, but a seaeon ticket 
b 9s. frl. cheaper than a simila l' ticket to 
Enoggera. It is difficult to reconcile thPse 
t~ o facts. Fares generally are far too high 
on the Enoggera line. 

\Vhy I am talking about the Enocrgera 
line is because the Cornmissioncr's 1~port 
states that the Enoggera line paid in 1914-
I think that was just after the guarante2-
£5 19s. 5d. per CGnt., and the a vcrage of 
all the lines of Queensland that year-when 
the Queensland railways paid interest and 
working expenses-was £3 13s. 9d. That 
shows that the Enoggera line paid a hand
some profit on the investment at that time, 
and the traffic on that line has gone up~ 
considerabl-. since then, I rlid work it out 
one year, and found that it paid sommYhere 
in the vicinity of £7 10s. and £8 10s. per 
c~nt. on the amount im-estecl. I am subject 
to contradiction on this point, but I think 
the profit was somewhere in that vicinity. 

Tho difference between the last GoYern
ment-I was net connected with it in any 
way-and the present socialistic Adminiotra
tion is that the previous Government was a 
Ycry successful Aclministra tion while the 
present GoYernmcnt are proving mo.:;t unsuc
cessful. I am not going to take up the 
attitude that the Commissioner for Railwavs 
and his staff are not doing their job, nor do~ 
I say that our railways are over-staffed. 1 
de not know if they arc and I cannot •,ay 
that; but the Commissioner would have~ 
put the fact in his report if, as is alleged, 
his department was over-staifed. lt is pleas
ing to read the Commissioner's annual 
rc,port for 1914. Here is an extract from 
it-

" I am exceedingly pleased to record 
that the railway revenue for the year 
is the largest yet earned. This is due~ 
to the advancement of the State, the 
extension of the railw'ays, and 'onsequent 
expansion of traffic." 

\Ve must remember that at that time that 
Administration built more railwavs than have 
the present Government. Of Colirse that was 
the polic3 of the Government at that time. 
Notwithstanding the fact that they built 
hundreds of miles more lines, the traffic~ 
expanded. 

JYir. HY'!ES: And the employees' wages 
were the lowest in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member says so, 
but the hon. member's party has reduced the 
wages of railway employees, and the hon. 
member is part and parcel of that party. 
That is similar to their fallacs that railways 
should not be run for the purpose of making 
them pay but for the purpose of allowing 
people to travel on them free, or as free as 
possible. Hon. members opposite have to, 
recognise where they stand to-day. Th9 rail
ways are a business prop<Jsition. 

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member should 
take the average wage and the average· 
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,,, 0 rking hours of to-day and compare them 
with those for the period he mentioned. 

Mr. KERR : In regard to wages, the 
•Queensland Go.-ernment have followed what 
they term to be the policy of Tory Govern
ments in other States. "\Vhen the other 
States increase wages, Queensland followed 
their lead--

Mr. HY!\ES: That is wrong. 

Mr. KERR: That is a fact. There were 
no Labour Governmenh there. The hon. 
membc•r will take credit for anything, and 
ho , ud his part:-· must tuke the credit when 
thev next go before the people for the 
incl·eascd fare" and freights. Thev cannot 
talk the bunkum they are now giving the 
veople and expect them to swal.low it. 

During· the last election campaign the 
Gov .rnment party promised cheap farec, 

-deap food, and a high etandard of living: 
but when they get an opportunity, what do 
·thov do? 'fhoy increase fares und freight,, 
rrduce W:tgc"', and reduce the standard of 
living.. You cannot get away from facts. 
" Hansard '' will show that they voted for a 
r,duction in the railway service. 

I •~ant to ask the Secretary for Railways 
to g·o further into the question and see if 
he cannot reduce the fares on the Enoggera 
line. In comparison with other lines they 
are far too high, and some better basis should 
b~ adopted in regard to season tickets. I 
aek the Minist0r to give that matter very 
·serious consideration. 

Unfortunatelv members of the Government 
11:tvc side-tracked the amendment that has 
Jo<,Pn moved, and have gone all over the 
globe in the matter of railways, This amend
ment is a protest against the recent increase 
in fart·e and fr-eights. I have not had an 
·opportunity of going through the Commis
sioner's report for 1923-2~, so I have to take 
the follo•·· ing figures from the report for 
1922-23:-

1914-15 .. 

1922-23 .. 

Year. 

Total 
Tonnage, 
Good~, and 
Live :Stock 

Carried. 

TonF.. 
4,070,873 

'\208, DS9 

AYera~e 
Cc~t. p T 

Ton. 

8. d. 
10 1 

l:J 8 

There was a decrea<e in the latter year in 
the tonnage carried, yet the average increase 
in ihe charge per ton since 1914-15 was 
Ss.- 7d. That gives a percentage increase of 
55 per cent. irrespective of the recent increase. 
Now take the figures in regard to agricul
tural produce-

AYr rage 
Year. rrons Jtfltr rcr 

Carried. Ton. 

~------

s. d. 
1914-15 .. 876,621 6 0 

1922-23 .. 1,191,871 9 2 

That shows an average increase of 3s. 2d. 
per ton, or an increase of 53 per cent. apart 

from the recent increases. ?\ ow let us take 
the earnings per train mile-

EARNINGS PER TRAIN MILE (FREIGHT.S AND fARE'l 
cmmiNEDl. 

1014-15 
10~2-23 

s. d. 
G -!'1 
g 11 ± 

That gives an increase of 55 per cent. That 
increase in freights and fares would not 
ha\·e been warranted unless there had bee'J. 
a serious drift in the Railway Department. 
Thm o has been a serious drift, and the Com
rnissioncr for Raihvays tin1e and again has 
pointed out what should be done. He haq 
not hesitated in hi' report to say what should 
be clone. In 1917 a Hoval Commission was 
appointed to make fuil inquiry into the 
administration of the raih,-avs in the State 
of Queensland. That Commi'ssion "mt very 
exhcwstiYely into the question of the failure 
to pay intPrest on capital invested. The 
Commissioners had t~1is to say-

" It is. therefore, fairlv obvious that 
the falling away in the .. net revenue is 
not due to the personality of the present 
Con1missioner, and as his higher adminis
trative subordinates are almost the same 
as at the time he produced 4 per cent. 
it is. also fairly obvious that the falling 
off m net revenue should be sought in 
E'ome other quarter." 

Mr. HYNES: We have had a '' ar since 1914. 

Mr. KERR: This was in 1917, and the war 
vas practically over at that time. I venture 
to state the Queensland railwavs were not 
a loser in regard to th~ war. after ihe Com
monwealth had paid its quota to the Queens
land railway<. It rather gained. The addi
tional traffic in connection with fares was a 
compensating factor so far as Queensland is 
~onecrncd. Of course the price of material 
Hl0reasecl. That is the report of the Com
l'lission, ono of tho members of which was 
the Assistant Home Secretary. I think it 
<·ost somewhere about £2,000. Surely the 
qu-estion I have asked is a Dertinent one. 
'!'he As~istant Home Secretary was formerly 
an employee of the Railway Department, but 
I do not know that he had a vast knowledae 
of the department. ..A man in the Railw~v 
Depo~·trnent is only a cog in the machiner3;, 
and IS no more competent to be a Commis
'roner than any other person, It is obvious 
1 hat there is something wrong. It is not the 
Commi<sioncr or his offic0rs; and, if it is 
not the fault of those officials is it the 
policy c,f the Gm·ernment which' is wrong? 
Is it good pc>lic:; for the Railway Department 
to giVe_ mbs1dJes and rebates and get nothing 
~acl~ m the way of compensation? The 
MmiSter often says that the Rail,,·ay Depart
ment rs domg- wonderful work. It was -doing 
that work before he had charge of ihc depart-
1rlCPt. and it paid its way, and there wa,; a 
gnate·r area of land in Queensland under 
cultivation. That position can bo brouaht · 
c bout ''·~·ain, but the problem "ill have" to 
bo tackled. ~ThA railways are showing an 
annnal loss ot £1,500,000, and the l'ebates to 
mining companies have been quoted as a 
reason for the deficits, but the rebates made 
in that dire otion last Year wore only about 
£161,000. [t is not the'e small concessions 
-.,-e are looking for. vVe are looking for the 
£1,500.000. We want to follo•' out 'the hest 
Jl?licy to, make the Railway Depart.nent pay. 
Ir the Government do that there will be 
no necessity by inc-reased fa~cs and freights 
to tax men who are on the basic wage in 

Mr . .Kerr.] 
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the EnDgger:.L electorate and other electorates 
of Queensland. 

Mr. CARTER (l'ort rurtis): I would liko 
tn compliment the . Minister and the 
CDmmissioncr for Rarlways and etaff on 
their very capable adminislra.tion. One 
often has t'J go abro,cd and mak?. cor~1-
parisons bet'' ecn t~e various a.ctlyrrbe-; rn 
other StatPs and hts own State. \Vo may 
often gather valuable infor;nation abroad 
which will a.srst us her-e. We can also toll 
the people of other States. of the con
ditions in our own State whrch are worthy 
of their imitation. I have made it a pr.tctice 
in previous rcccsse? to visit o~o State or 
"nother in Australra, and durmg the last 
,:ecess I visited I\ew Zealand in order to 
gain information. 1t~y experience in trav~l
ling through the varwus States of Australia 
and the Dominic1n of New 7:ealand has 
satisfied mo that we hayo nothing to be 
ashamed of in the way of raihvay administra 
tion in this State; indeed ,;e have very 
much to be proud of. Whilst I do n?t 
wish to decry the administration of the n:l
ways in a·ny other Stato of ~\ustralra or m 
1 he s1stcr Domuuon, I wou,d lrke to say 
that in every Government office in this State 
you "ill get civility from the oflic:rs. You 
will find the staff on the rarlways nght fro n 
the pmters and dri Yers to the head officials 
are ea pablo and efficient men. It was a 
pleasure to me, after coming back from No_w 
~caland, to ~H?c the capa.blc 1nen "\vho were In 
l'harge of our trains in Queensland as com
pared with those in ='iew ;.';oaland. Whilst 
they '''"?re civil enough in Ncvv Zealand, 
thev were dull, and they were la.cking in a 
knowledge of affairs connected with the com
fort of the ,-,assengors genemlly. In the other 
:::<tates of Austra.lia they are similar to our 
officials. but we have everything to be proud 
of in this State, and tho discipline which 
obtains through the State is highly compli
mentarv to th~e Commissioner and the 
Ministc'r. It is pleasing to be able to say 
this after hearing hon. members on the other 
sidB constantlv attacking this branch of the 
public service~ They seem to have the idea 
that to atta.~l, this department is to attack 
the GoYcrnrnf'nt; but, if the,.,," ent abroaJ 
and had tho information which they shou1d 
t;o:;,.scss there \\ ould be n1ore of prai:::-0 than 
~£ condemnltion in their -crit-icistn. Before 
leaYing the matter of the sta!I, let we say 
that there have been fewer industrial uisputcc, 
a1nongsr tho raihvay en1ploy_o~s in Q:(ee_n~
land than in any other Bnhsh P'lssecsron 
in the Southern Hemisphe-re. Thoro is no 
doubt that \Yith their absolute discipline, 
c:tTcfulncss, efficiency, brightnf'ss, and pre
paredness to go on with the treatlnent whirh 
tbey a-rc receiving-which, to rn,v n1ind. under 
the prevailinb circun1stancr-:! is the best they 
cDulrl possibly receive-we hav<J less indm;trial 
trouble than anv other Austral.a,;ian State. 
(Opposition intor~'uption.) 'l'ho Commissio,.cr 
seems to be able to handle the men in a w,cy 
ir. which the officer in no other State can. 

11-r. NloRG.IN: \Vhat does the "Railway 
Ad va-cate" say? 

::Ylr. CARTER: I do not care what the 
railwaymen's journal may say. I can seo 
things as wdl ao any body else, and there is 
more satisfaction here than anywhere I 
have been, and it is to the cwdit of the 
aclministra•ion and the staff that there is 
more indu ,trial peace in this State than 
.any,vherc eJst~. 

l J-fr. _{{err. 

There has been a good deal of lamentation 
on the other side of the Chamber about tho 
rolling-stock Dn the Queensland railways. 
The rolling-stock in Queen~land, from the 
carriagf's do"~' n to the trucks, corr1pares. 
favourably with that in any other part Df 
Au-•halasia. If anybody thinks differ-ently, 
let him go abroad and have a look at the 
rolling-stock on other sy,tcms. :t\ o trains in 
any part of the Southern Hemisphere run 
more pl\nctually to-day than in Queensland. 

GOVERNMENT n,1E1IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CARTER: It is true that in Queens
land during the war, as -elsewhere-when 
there was a shortage of material and it was 
not possible to repair the engines-trains 
could nDt always run to time; but, to the 
credit of the general discipline of the staff 
who nrc handling the trains to-day, it is
rare that we have one late. I dare sav that 
I travd on the railwavs as much as any hon. 
member. I represent 'a country consti1Uency 
over 300 milPs tnvay, and I an1 constantl.v up· 
and down and into other parts Df the State, 
and my exp-erience is that in no part of 
Australasia do trains run more punctually 
and well than here. I think it is fair that 
the people should know that. That hon. 
members on the other si-de, for pure!:-' politi
cal purposes, should get up and speak a;, 
they have done is sometbing of which they 
~hould be ashamed. 

J\Ir. KELSO : \Y o ha vo not run the staff 
down once. 

:\fr. CARTER : In the other Sta i cs in the 
South the railw>tv svstems hayc an achan
tago in compariso-n ,,:ith ours. In this State 
''"e have a greater mileage than in any other 
State in Australasia, and we have more 
single lines; but, in spite of the fact that 
we are running under greater disabilities, W·B 

succeed in doing better than the other States. 
All things considered, we should bo very 
proud. If we had more double Iiues, as 
they have in Victoria, we woulcl then be' 
ahlP to hm·c still hotter scr ice in train 
mnning. Despite the fact that Victmia 
rs a small State with double our popu
latiun, and with more double lines than 
Queensland, yet our rajhyays arc so vv.eli 
1nan aged that we can gi YO as good scrv1cc 
as rho most economicallv situated State. 
\Yhen the leader of the Opposition was speak
ing. ho stated that the increase in freights 
a n<l farce; was driYing people out of produc
tion. IIo also said that the farmer was being 
curec ~ by what he t·&rmed a badly-run rail
way. Hon. members opposite realise ~hat the 
freights and fares arC" lower to-clay 1n com
parison ''Tith the pnrrhasing po"'n'r o~ n1on9:v 
than thov were in 1914. The soYc•r('rgn \nll 
not hu~· - much to-day as it did then. 

'\Ir. MORGAN: The same thing applies to• 
'vagcs. 

Mr. CARTER: \Yages have gone up. 
J\lr. :MORGA:;-: '\Yages are not of the same 

value now as they \VPrc in 1914. 

Mr. CARTER: There is a greater charge 
Dll the railways to-day. \'\ages have 
iLcrea -cd and material is more costly; but 
the r:c ilwav ocn·ice geb a better deal in the· 
way of payment than it did in 1914. \Ye arc 
treating the railway m{m as mc•n: and In. the 
wav men ohould be treated. They consider 
it ·is ,an a,Yful crime to impo~e an lllCr<._".a.se 
of 7i per cen'. The leader of the _opposition 
said that that increase was drrnng poD-plc 
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out. \Vhat is 
show-

the position? Those figures 

OwNERS 
1915 
1920 

ENGAGED r-,; CuLTIVATION. 
22,095 
23,201 

The ,e ftgurH show an increase of 1,106 after 
five years of Labour administration 

J\Ir. KELSO: \Vhat are the fLgurcs to date? 

"'lr- CARTER: I am dealing with my own 
figures at present. There has boon a con
siderable increase since 1920. Let me go a 
little further. Those figures show-

VALUE OF .\GnrcuLTURAL Pnont:cTION APART 
Fno:11 DAlRY Pnom::cTIOl>. 

1915 
1920 

£ 
5,023,304 

10,386,233 

Those figures show an increase of £5,362,929. 
Mr. }10RGAX: Those figures include wool. 
Mr. C.\RTER: I did not say they did not 

include all agricultural products. These 
figures show-

VALUE OF DAIRY PRODt:CTS. 
(Butter, Cheese, Condensed Milk, and Milk 

for Domestic Purposes.) 
£ 

1915 2,041,666 
1920 6,038,528 

During the five years the figures have more 
than doubled, yet hen. members opposite 
tell us that the increace in freights and fares 
is driving people off the land I could go 
on quoting· more figures, but time will not 
permit me to do so. Just a moment ,ago I 
heard the hon. member for Enoggera cryine
about the fact that the increase in freights 
and fares was driving the people off the 
land and bringing them into the city. 
M~. MoRGAN: Quite true. 

JYflo. CARTER: Then ihe hon. member set 
out to charge the Minister with not giYing 
a cheaper fare to the city by comparison 
with the country, and letting the country 
pay for it. 

Mr. KERR : I did not say that at all. 

Mr. CARTER: That is exactly what the 
hon. member inferred. The hon. gentleman 
is not prepared to advocate a reduction in 
the fares in the country -districts, and all he 
wants is a reduction in the fares for his 
constitu0nts at Enoggera-allowing the 
country people to pay for it. 

Mr. KERR: No. I dealt with the country 
farce as well. 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. gentleman did 
. Ircthing of the kind. The hen. gentleman 
speaks with two Yoices in this Chamber. 
First, he doc'i not want people dri,-cn off the 
land. and then he wants cheaper fares to 
nnd from his particular electorate at any 
cost. The hon. member made comparisons 
of the fares from his and oth:-r electorates. 
Ho does not do anything in this Chamber 
but work tbe parish pump. 

Mr. 1-IORGAN: The pot calling the kettle 
black. 

Mr. CARTER: I would like to refer to 
nne or two matters in connection with my 
own district. (Loud laughter.) I would liko 
to thank the Minister for the amount of 
railway construction wDrk that has been going 
on in the Upper Burnett-that is not my 

district-in the interests of the people who 
desire to obtu.in good land for farming and 
dairying purposes and ha;·e an outlet for 
their produc'. The activity of the Railway 
Department in constructing three lines to 
Monto is something of which the Govern
ment might well be proud. Those linos will 
open up fertile country capable of settling 
8,000 or 9,000 people. That raihYay will be 
connected with Gladstonc, one of the best 
ports 111 Queensland, and within 100 miles 
of l'Jonto. I am 0XCI·0di,:gly pleased with 
the work done in the last two and a-half 
yc.ors in that district, but I want to call the 
att ntion of the Minister to the need of 
pressing on with that work. There are a 
r;reat many settlers now in the Upper Bur
nett whose only usoful outlet is from Monlo 
down to Glaclstone. They have now to cope 
With the difficulty of a very rugged rang-e 
io reach Gladstone. I am sure that the 
Minister is entirely in sympathy with the 
work, and I hope that the Railway Depart
ment will hasten on the construction of this 
branch. I have a number of lctt"rs which I 
can show the hon. gentleman from a number 
of settlers in that area who desire to get 
the shortest pos,ible route to a seaport. 
They are d:'sirous, with me, that the Minister 
should pu· h ahead with the Many Peaks
):Ionto section of the railway so that they 
wrll have direct communication "ith a pm·t 
by the shortc·,t possible route. 

I desire to draw the attention of the 
Minister to another need, and that is thE' 
ncccssrty for remodelling and improving the 
Gladstone Railway Station. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Have they got a port there? 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member has 
tnwclled there and knows that for himself. 
1'he station was built many years ago and 
at the time nD provision was made for' such 
a. volume of traffic as it is asked to cope 
with to-day. I know it was in the mind 
of the Commissioner some considu-able time 
ago to remodel the station to give the dis
trict. a better s<lrvicc. The people of Glad
~tone are suffering many inconveniences to
rla.y. They have only ·a platform on one 
side of the- lino, and people have to take 
a great risk in crossing and r·ecrossing the 
line. The people should not be compelled 
to take those risks, and I am hopeful that 
the department will at the earliest. possible 
moment r0modd and improve the station 
so that it will not only cope with the present 
t1 ado. but be able to handle the immense 
trade I know it will have at no distant date 
from the Upper Burnett area. These and 
n. few other improvements the people of my 
district will greatly appreciate and be satis
fied with. 

Mr KELSO (l'ltmdah): We have be€n 
deluged on this vote with ftgures from both 
sides of the Cham her to show the effect of 
freights in Queensland as compared with 
freights in the southern States. The finances 
of the Railway Department have reached 
such a calamitous state that, like the hon. 
member for Oxley, I think it is high time 
the Government g·ave some consideration to 
rlovi"ing a policy to improve the situation. 

Mr. BULCOCK: 'Tell us how you wDuld solve 
the problem. 

Mr. KELSO: I have hardly risen on my 
feet before the hon. member for Barcoo 
wants me to toll him how I would advise 
the Minister on the mattor. I would like 
the Minister to tell us the remedy he 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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proposes to adopt. If hon. members on this 
side had the opportunity of gaining the 
Treasury benches-and I hope it will not be 
very long before they do-we shall soon show 
what difference we can make. 

:i\fr. BULCOCK: Tell ns what YOU won!d do 
for the well-being of the conn;nJnity. 

Mr. KELSO: I would be plea" d to do "'· 
buL as I have only b\ Pntv-fiyp 1nillnh ::;, I 
prefer to ('ontinue niy spoecli ill my own Yray. 

1\lr. BuLCOCK: FiYo 1ninutes of construrtin:' 
n·itiris1n would be Y\·orth twPnt.y Ininut{'~ of 
destrurtiYe criticism. ~ 

2\Ir. KELSO: The Minister tolrt th this 
morning th<tt. we had the ver:> best ,,f C'om

rni~~Ioncrs and the YC'rY bes-t. of 
[3.30 p.m.] Ministers. By way o.f a sug--

;..;cstion for erononly "t shall start 
rig·ht with the Ministpr himself. The hon. 
gentleman told u.< that he is not proposing
to do aPv furtho"t· raihvay coPstrurtion dur
in@; the :\·0ar, barring, of cours0. the South 
Brisbane-KyoglD-Grafton line--

:Mr. CARTER: And othN railwa,·s under 
construction. 

Mr. KBLSO: It seems to me that the hon. 
gentlt>man will l1o ani of a job during the 
rwxt year. 

The SEcnET.\RY FOR H.ULW.\Y:": ::'\0! next 
year. 

Mr. KELSO: Wh<.>n the hon. nwmber for 
Barcoo was speaking the other clay he gnn' 
me a little information which T did not. 
previously understand. Here have I for the 
last year' been trying to get sDll1{' illlproYe
mcnt' for Nundah--

Mr. C\RTER: vYhere is Xundah? 
]\;,._ KRLSO: Nnndah is the hub of the 

Universe. and that is where I come from. 
!Laughter.) I am very anxious about these 
impro,·cments, and I am still hopefuL but 
the hon. nwmb<'r for Barcoo stated that it 
is well known that, if you >vaut a thing·. 
yon 1nn~t go to the Minister. 

~-fr. Butt )CK: I f:ai·d when yon want a 
minor thing; done. 

Mr. IGtLSO: I think the' Minist0r ,-iJl 
bear me out that I have nen•r approached 
him on any matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR R~>,ILW.\YS: A good 
t•1any have done eo, but they do not g-et all 
tillcy want. 

Mr. KELSO: That leads me up to "-hat 
t want to get to. Is not a g-I't'"t deal of 
the tt·oublP in the Railway Department to
dav due to the fact thd so much has to be 
done through the Minister 9 

The SECRETARY FOR RAlLWAYS: \YelL om· 
rarty pa~sed the Railway Act. 

Mr. KELSO: \Ye arc fac'd with tlw fact 
th~,t thPrc is a trc'nlcndous dcftC'it. and that 
tlcfici1 iR inrrcn;;ing every voar. Hon. 
gcntlcrnc-n oppo~ite have n,~l-Cd for ~on10 
C'or-+T1F'+i,·e criticisn1. I ~hall tr~~ to give 
sonw. l r:;n sho\\ a \Y::tY bv ·whi-ch 'YC c>nn 
srrY<' the salar} of one Ministor dnrin[r the 
rea1·. becanw I cannot for the life of me 

·see whv, if no raihvav construl'tion i~ to br 
undertn 1{en, tho Minister should not do the 
rip:bt thing and allow the Commissioner to be 
nnfMtprcd h:v any political eon,ideratiDm. 
Wo realioe that political consideratiom haYe 
a!fccte<l the r'unning of the railways during 
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the administration of this GDYernment in 
the past, and unfortunately that state of 
affairs <'xists to-day. Possibly the Minister's 
duties could be merged into those of another 
department without the slightest dif'i.,·o_1JI.y. 
That is something- for the Minister to think 
OYC'l'. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do vou not 
think thal you and I are in the same" boat" 

Mr. KEI,SO: I do not think m. I am 
not referring to tho hon. gentlcn1an's atten
tion to his constitucncv. Of CDUr·,e we all 
rc~og~:i-·.' tlw hon. gcntfeman attend, to that. 
as he sl•onld. I believe that, if •~e placed 
the aff:ljr·;; of the railway n1anagomcnt~und 
f'Dnstruetion, too. if ncco:::sarv-in the hand~ 
of a man like the Commis~ioncr, allowing 
him to run the railwavs to the best of his 
ability nnd without political interference. the 
con~tructivf' skill of the Cornmi:::sionPr, aided 
bv his ,-erv able lieutenants, we would' enable 
him to <ucccssfully reconstruct the railways. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR RAILWAYS: Your party 
had that O'Oportunity. 

Mr. KELSO: I'\ ever mind about that. ThiR 
party hav0 been in power nine years ant: 
they have had only a succession of rleficits_ 
People are beginning to wondE'r where things 
aro going to end. and I am sugg{'sting a 
wav out of the difficultv. Thev can make 
the' railways 11ay in every other 'state in the 
Commonwealth. That is rather peculiar. 
1'-J,,,.- South \Vales was the only exception, 
and the reason why the railways did not pac· 
there was that a Labour Govcrnnwnt was in 
power at the time. That is an extraordinary 
thing. This blight has laid a hand on the 
finances of our State, and the polic? we are 
pursni.n~ at the present time is piling up 
huge deflcits annually. vVe need to evolve 
·ome new scheme whorehy it will b<e possible 
to make ends mc0t. I sugge.st that the 
Minister should placB th" matter before the 
Cabinet and give it a trial. \Y c ha Ye in 
the Railwav Department men who haYe 
,,pent a lifetime in the work 0;' th0 depart
ment, bnt it is only n.1tural that these men 
cannot ( arry out a :;;t ttled an-d ('Ontinuous 
policv when tb0y are alw;n-s subject to 
political interf<'rencc. I quite admit that 
the principle at the present time is to try 
and get ,,s much as you can from the 
:\1inister. Let us got rid of that. Let us 
put tlw CDmmiEsioner in the same position 
as the Governor of th<' Commonwealth Bank. 
LPt him be in a position to say to the 
l\1inist.er, " That is mv businc<"s and not 
\Tours." On one oC'PasiOn a member in th,_• 
'Federa 1 Parliament askPd a qut>stion regard.~ 
ing the Commonwealth Bank D£ the Minister 
who had charge of that department-the 
TrP 1surcr I presume-and the 1\Iinister very 
right!} said he would not dare to ask the 
Go•·ernDr of the CommowYealth Ba.nk such 
a qu0stion !·-ecausr that officer had the right 
to manage tho bank as he thought flt. 

JYir. Bc:LCOCK: That is a very rDng rrin
riplc. 

Mr. KELSO: 'The hon. member mav 
think that is a wrong principle, but I 
think that has be~n the sec-ret of i.ho succes,
of the Commonwealth Bank. You h,n·e onP 
man guiding the destinies of the bank. H<' 
has a settled policy, and he e~tn carry it out 
without interference, and, if ho had been 
interfered with by the Go-;ernment of the 
Commonwealth and by every member coming 
along and trying to get this, that, and tho 
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Dther thing, he would not have gone vor~· 
far. 

Mr. DASH: Have vou never been in the 
Cc~m1nissioner's ofllce ~for anythin[:'? 

l\Tr. KELSO: I have been in the Commis
~ioner's office, and I say that is the proper 
place to go in order to place matters. before 
lhe Coumi 'ioner. \Yh:: should not different 
nwiter~ be l)l::tced bcfor; tbc Con11nissioner '? 
Bnt the Con'lmi~.o;;ioner ~houlcl be indcpend,e!Jt. 
:;o nwttcr \Yh:tt ITiernber goc-c to hln1) the 
Comn1issionor should have }10\\'c'l', -.,yithour 
any int rfcrence from the Gov(•rninent, to 
>av "' I "·ill do this,". or " I \vill not do 
th;~." At the precent time he h·'s not that 
power. If t_he system suggested were givsn 
a. tnal, not 111 a day or 1n a.. year, but slo~:·n: 
e,r,d surclv, the rrfl'airs of iho Raih\ av De
partment 'would be straightened np and (' 
would have a better result tha 1 "•' have 
at the present titnc. I-Ion. Incinbcr.::; opp~ s:·i 
ask if \.Ye advocate sack in-; n1cn \Yholc-.a lt~, 
and if \YC advo( .'lte incr€asing fares and 
freights, and so on. It is for us to e;i>·o 
thf'·~o experts a chance to JUstify then1selvc-s 
'"·ithout any political interference. and then 
we shall know, for thn Hrst timo in the 
history of Au tralia, "·hethor it is possible 
for these experts to do the 'YOrk we believe 
they can do. In AnH•ric.1 tho prc-3idcnt of a 
railway is the guiding star, and he is 
assisted by exports, and if the smne syst.en1 

ere applied here, it should \York Yery 
\vel!. 

The hon. nwmber for '\Varrego criticisl'd 
tho hon. member for Oxlev and took him to 
task for suggesting that ,; e should buy om 
material in the cheapest market. The hon. 
men1ber for \Varrego said. " It is a fact 
that certain railway contracts for locomotives 
have been given to the South, but the 
money is kept in Australia." I would ask 

____ is-that any good to Queensland" Is that 
any good to Walkers, Limited" Is that 
any good to Evans, Anderson, Phelan, and 
Company? Is it not a fact that we haYo to 
run this State as best we can, and, if that 
·contract_ goes out of Queensland, so mneh 
less work is provided in Queen·· land'? Last 
_year th•' PremiEr stated the principle on 
which the GoYcrnment were willing to deal 
with contracts of this kind. He said that 
a preference was given in Queensland to 
Qucensl;md firms to the extent of 15 nor cent.. 
and that it would pay us well to retain the 
\.Vork in Queensland even if vvc g·a ve a pre
ference up to 15 per coni;. The :1\Iinistcr 
told us by interjedion that 17 p<'r ldlt. w.1·; 

the difference between the tender of the 
Clyde Engineering '\Vorks and the next 
tender. I would like to ask him vein
quarrel over 2 per cent. for the sake ~f 
£75,000 amount of work beinc: done in 
Queensland? I think the Minister would 
have been Yerv v·ell advised-and he ,,.ill 
hear about it. yet from the men who ought 
to haYe got that work-io accept the tender 
of either Evans. Andereon, and Phelan or 
\Valkerc, Limited, whichever was tlw lmYer 
of the two, in order that that work should b" 
retained in Queensland. 

Thcr has been a great outcry on the part. 
of those peoplP who liYe a short distance 
fron1 the nwtropo1is, ''hose fnrcR c-te not 
,-er:,- high, and who h,{ve had then1 increased. 
Lot me tak~ the case of a short distance. on 
the north or south side, where the fan' is 2d. 
\'Ve aro told that no increase shall be lees 
than ld. The incn 2so on that fare brings it 
to 3d., which is an incn'ase of 50 per cont. 

1924-4 0 

The Con1missioncr should look into that 
n1at j r·r, bet ~lusP it is a :;;on reo of annoyance 
to a lot {Jf peop!C' that b;'ca:ho thcv live near 
the citv the ratio of increase in the fares is 
bO per' cent. It may be po,,ible to give the 
public the bent nt by providing !hat, if the 7~ 
pr~r c~nt.. in< reasc i,-, ltss thc~.n ld., there 
eh:Lll r-ot be an in err -~~c. rrJJe increase in 
qur"'·tion n1ay be only a srnnll atnount, bnt 
it is causing u great deal of ajlnoyant·•: to 
the people concerned, and it i;;; l;eing gcncr~ 
ally commented upon. 

\\7"hcn the hon. Dlt~mber for 1Iira:ui \Yas 
q 1oting the iigurcs in the report of the 
Commi'"ioner for Hailwe.vs to show that th« 
rnrriage of ngricultura( products had in
t.::rc.r.~cd during- the )real~, the 1\Iinistor 
referred the hon. member to page 20 of the 
report, but the hen. n1e1nbrT for Tv:Iirani did 
not catch what the ~viinisf,:r said and 
rpforrod tho matter lo m-·. I took llH oppor
tunity of looking up the I'''port, and I find 
the agricultural producp: including sugar~ 
c ne, Crtl'ri'd on all lines in 1922-1923 and 
1J23-1924, respectively, to be-

1922-1923 
1923-1924 

Tons. 
1,191.871 
1,140,900 

I can hardlv see how, in the face of those 
f-Igures) ihe u:0linister can say there has been 
an increase in the Dgricnltura.l produoe 
carried over the lines in that pericrl. 

I1ir. BuLCOCK: In any caoc, does not that 
period repr< ··ent a drought period? 

l\fr. KELSO: The argument raised is that 
there has been a greater amount of land 
iaken up and put under cultivation, but the 
figures do not show that. lt is the policy of 
the Government to cio away \Yith freehold 
and only to ha vc leagehold. If the hon. 
member will refer to the figures he will see 
that there ha_; been a reduction in the 
amount of land taken up. and, if that ie so, 
it reacts on the railways·. 

Mr. MooRE: The amount of tonnage 
carried is less. 

'Ylr. KELSO: I quoted tLat, and the hon. 
member for Barcoo sugge-;ts that that IS 
because of the drought. 

There is another point to v:hich I wish to 
draw attention. There is a lnt of talk 
a bout pilfering on th,, railways. I think the 
hon. gentleman ow;ht io inquire into that 
n1attcr. 

Mr. OoLLINS : There IS a lot of talk, but 
is th• re any proof·? 

Mr. KELSO: Quite a number of people 
cay they have procJ[ but it does not pay 
them to come forward and make themselves 
conspicuous. The fact is that at Roma Street 
and other tenninal stationo; it is con1mon 
property that there is a tremendous lot of 
pilferjng going on. Tho 1\linhtcr could verv
'"'ell tell tF about that. He knows tho 
amount which has been paid in olaimF. I 
havo the authority of a business man to say 
that to his knowledge there is a trmnendous 
an;ount of pilfering going on in thP railwa vs 
at tho present time. A man may know ti1e 
thing is going on, but he does not want to 
t.d,-ertise hims21f. 

The SEC'CETARY FOR RAILWAY.C': It is no 
grca tor than undor previous Governmo11ts. 

Mr. KELSO: Never mind that. I would 
like to know exactly wh 1.t the amount paid 
for compensation is. From the information 
T have, I believe the amount is so big that 

J1lr. Ilelso.] 
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the Minister ought to take some sh ps to 
SE'f' that ihe offenders arc prqsocntcd. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: Pros,cutions 
tc:~ko TJ1acc lecqucnt]y. 

l\Ir. KELSO: If tho l\Iinister Fays that 
men h ·ye been prosecuted for pilfering on 
the raih"a.ys, \Ye bavc never hoard of it. The 
ca:;:c.,: n1ust ha,~o boon hoard in can1crr1. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAlL\VAYS: It is no 
higher in thn Railway Department than out· 
side. 

Mr. KELSO: That is not the poi,;t. The 
Minister is >upposed to be in charg. of th' 
·depart1nont, u,nd jt i::; not on]v the cost to 
the State which has to pay the;e claitns that 
we ha,~c to cvnsidcr, hut al ,o the annoyance 
to the people \Vho should renive tl1e ~oods. 
They expect to receive a fu:t consi~11 ;lent, 
but they find that they do not. arcd m Win" 

c'>sos they dfJ not get any at all. It is a 
very bad thin:, for the dopartme:;t there 
should be oO much pilfering. and mud 
should be prosecuted. \Ye heard stories a 
few years ago that it did not suit the 
Goycrnrnent to hav0 these n1tn prosecuted. 

Mr. HY~Es: \Vhat is the use of maki•1g 
·wild staten1ent~? GiYo a. concreto case. 

Mr. KELSO : I am not making wild state
mellts. I am saying that there should bJ 
bOmo prosecutions to act as a dctorn'nt to 
other n1en who aTe br(caking the law. Pilfer
ing is 1 if.e, and the ?v1inistor kl~ows it. 

The Lo11. gcntlen1an this 1norning gave us 
a number of reasons why he said the railwa0·s 
did not ptt::-wc had the war, the cost of 
Jnat:"•rial had increased, ·wages had gone up, 
and so on-but what I wanted to get from 
tlw hon. gentlAnlan by ·way of interjection 
was whciher ho was in favour of free rail
\\ ays. He does not say. Ho ~does not 
indicat0 whether he thinks that the cost oi 
the railways should be a charge on the 
general corrununity, but ho l<;tys that the 
deficit of £1,000,000 or £1,500.000 is tho 
f3tate'3 co:1tribution towards rnakiug the con
ditions of the people in the countrc- easier 
than they .,re. If that a1·gun1ent is good, 
the next ~tep is to say that there should be 
a deflc1t of £3,010,000, and that it would 
make th'-' conuitions still easier for the people 
in the country, and in the towns as "\H_,ll. 
That is the only logical concluoion for the 
hon. gentlmnan to co1nc to, and that nlcans 
free ralhrd5 .5. 

Mr. MoHGAx: That would suit the country 
people. 

Mr. KELSO: It would, but the hon. mem
ber forgets that, if we had free railw>tys, 
somebody would han; to pay, a 1d in the long 
run the people generally would have to pay. 
The que ·tion is: Are the whole of the people 
of the Stat•, to pay for the railways, or rLre 
we to put the burden on the people who 
use !lJOm 'I lf You agree with the principle 
that tb · consolidab d rcven :e r-hould b<'al' 
half the cost of the railways permanently, 
then you. are agreeing to a principle which 
11Jay be applied without nny end. Every 
o!her indu·tr, in the State might claim the 
~mn--~ assjstanC'e. It n1ight say that, in order 
tr• kc~p certain 1nen going, tho co:nrnunity 
shou!d JJR.v lmlf the cost. I v·:ould like thu 
l\liniste;· to tell us \\hat prc,portion ho is 
pr,,p,ued to say the community should bear-
2C per "'r,t., or 30 per cent., or 40 per c.mt. 
•.'f the total cost of the railways-or whether 
the tab! cost shoulcl be charged to con
solidated r \'enue. If he will do so, we shall 
know whc·re he is. It is no use for people 
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il talk o bout dt'ficits Yertr after year if wo 
know that !lw policv 'of the GoY:Crnment is 
k run free or partly' free raihYay.<. 

Jt \\'ould bf' Yery intcreC',tlng to know \Yhat 
rnoportion 1 hc-p con~i der should be free, and 
what proportion should be tnid for. If 
there w,•re no other Stdes to compare ith, 
pcrL 1ps the ::'11inistcr would have wmo right 
Le do im that, under the circumstances, the 
raih:ya_v::-; were being properly run, and that: 
tho people in tlw country \YCr • being let 
clmnt as lig;htly as possible; but unfortunately 
for hint he is subject: to a cornparison be
tween Queensland a,nd the other States, so 
the hon. gentlc·man will haY•J a "' ry hard 
job to jnstif,- i h< -;e continuous deficits on 
the railways. VVhen a compari3on is rnade 
•rith another State hon. members opposite 
·1y, " Y cs, bnt Victoria is only tho size 

of a litt!P rcckd hnndkerchicf, :.·wl has a.· 
mall~v pPople in Melbourne as '\\'C have in 
Queensland." \Vc could make a comparison 
"ith N<'w South '\Vales, where the railway 
s1 stcn1 has cost hvic~ as much per rnile as
our rail-., ay, have cost. 

l\Ir. CARTER: Nonsense! 

Mr. KRLSO: If the hon. gentleman will 
look up the figures, he will find that what I 
'<!.X is correct. 

:Yir. BuLCOCK: I have alwa,·s contended 
that our lines were cheaply co~structcd. 

l'h. KELSO: They have been cheaply 
constructed. but we have a gaug·e of 3 feet 
6 inrhe~. If you arc going to n1ake a just 
colllparison vou mnst rnake a full corn~ 
pm·ieon, ar;d .. take the capital cost in the 
Rtate \\·ith which you arc comparing this 
State. The trouble is that year aft 'I' year 
t'rc Minister has to come and toll us that 
ihero is another big deficit: yet we fmd in 
X c w South vVales they are able to pay th · ir 
v en m d make sufficient to pay interest on 
the cost of construction, and if I am not 
mistaken, they arc able to shov-- a small 
surplus this year. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Thev haYe ftve times as 
many p. ople as we hin-e to transport. 

J\11-. KELSO: The hon. gentle et an ma:; be 
qnito right in saying that, but that simply 
leads me to a question of Government pohcy. 
\\That ure the Government doing to en
courage people to come h TO' \V e wore 
told bv the Minister this morning that the 
Govcnln1cnt did nDt look five years ahead, 
or ten ynars ahead, but they look flfty yea~·s 
ah< ;,d. \Vhat for? Is it to have a b1g 
rnil age of railways? If the hon. gentl?man 
is looking 11fb years ahead for a brgger 
mil<ao·e of railwavs, then ho must look for
~,yar'l 1o a tremendous increase in population 
wlH~n that tin10 arrives. It is no uso con
templating building rai!Kays to serve fifty 
y •ars ahead, if you are not going to look 
forward to tho traffic to warrant th.1t expen
diture. The only way to get that incrca,ed 
traffic, apart from the natural increase-
which is slow-is to formulate some scheme 
of immigration. VVe know perfect!:;: " 11 
that the policy of the Government 1s not 
to encourage immigration, but rather to 
discourage it. They know perfectly well 
that it does not ~uit their bovlc to have 
ncopl'' coming into tl1c State. 'l'he other 
~la':- the hon. mmnbc:r for \Yarrego stated 
th~t the ncl\comcrs from the old country 
into this State should not have a Yote until 
th: v had been here ftve or six y ars. 

l\Ir. COLLINS: He is entirely wrong. 
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J\lr. KELSO: I am glad the hon. member 
for Bowcn agrees with me. 

l\1r. COLLIKS: That is my opinion. 
]\fr. KELSO : \V e want hero people of our 

own kith and kin. 
Mr. C<RTER: Are yon a " pom "? (Laugh· 

tor.) 
Mr. KELSO: I came to thi- countq when 

I was four '-cars of age, so, 1f the hon. 
gentleman ea~ call me a H porn," he has a 
yen~ long imagination. 

'The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The lwn. gentleman has ~xlwusted the time 
allowed him under th<· Standmg Orders. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY ((Jue< nton): I have 
listened to this debate ,ince its commence· 
rncnt and I have bBen long enough here 
to k~ow that the utmost desire of the Oppo· 
sit ion is-by fair means, and if . not ~y fau 
means, by other means-to discre-dit the 
Governnwnt and the departmenh under thou 
control. From "hat I have heard from hon. 
members opposite, if they had their way, 
thev would hand the railways over. t<? a 
syndicate and have them run on Similar 
J!ncs to what private railwayo are run in 
oth~ r countries. 

1\Jr. KELSO: Who said that? 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: It has been said. 
Mr. KELSO: Not to-day. 
Mr WINSTANLEY: The rc'marks of the 

ho";, member for Nundah were something to 
the same effect. 

·Mr. KELSO: Don't strain them. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: He tallmd a lot 
about political influence, asked conundrum~, 
and hel-d up a noose for people to put then 
heads into so that he might tie it up. No 
one is simple enongh to allow him to do 
th" t. 

Thore has boon a lot of talk about com
parisons with Vicioria. If we arc to make 
comparisons, we should make them w1th a 
State situated similarlv to Quc,,asland, and 
if it is not similarly ~ituated, no fair corn· 
parison c.mld be drawn. Queensland, with 
a population of 825,000, has a ra1l:vay system 
of 6 000 miles. Some of those rmlways pa•·s 
thco'ugh good country, and :'ome through 
couniry that is not good. ::\1lles and n:nks 
of practically . uselc?s country have to be 
traverse-d at tnnee 111 order to reach good 
country. 

:Mr. En WARDS: And some railways run 
through country which is not cultivat-ed and 
has y,ot yet b"en opened up. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: That is simply duo 
to the fact that the land is held under the 
freehold tenure which is advocated by the 
hon. member, and the fr<'ehoidcrs have no 
intention of cultivating that land, but are 
simpl:v balding on to it until dnv.eJopn1e~t 
inr!'lasc, its value, and i hen the.- w!ll sell It. 

;\lr. CL.\YTO:.J: You all d.o that on that side. 

J\Ir. \VE\STAKLEY: The owners of that 
freehold, in n1any instance~,, hav-o nov~r 
spent a penny on the land. :M;-tch of th1s 
land is good >,;rub land on our l\iorth Coao;t, 
and the owners haye adopted a dog-m-the
manger attitude in recpeci to it. That IS O[[e 
of the difricultios confrontmg settlement 111 

Queonsla·· d. 
~Ir. Etn.VARDS: \Yas not your Government 

returner! on the policy of bursting up those 
cstaics? 

Mr. WINSTAl\LEY: Such an argument 
carries no weight. \Tic:oria has been fre
qu-enth alluded to, but it is mdy the size of 
some Queensland electorates. Victoria has a 
net,;r.ork of railways all oYer the State, ;_.nd' 
has twice the population of Queensland. No 
con13truction work is b0ing carricll out 1 here 
at the pres-ent time. The only time of recent 
ve.us that the railwavs of (lueensland showed 
Tesnlt.-; anywhere 11ea1:· payir~_,g interest on their 
rost of construction was a period when i he 
Yarious lines under ;·nnstruction had reached 
a cPrtain stage and les·c constructio~l wo.rk 
was being don-e than heretofore. At the next 
election, ho\Ye.ver, ten or cleY·Cn propo:::;a.ls, 
most. of which were not likely to be paying 
propositions, were passed by the Gm-orn
mcnt. Some of those railwa vs have been 
constructed. The bulk of the I;ailwavs which 
ar0 not pa_,ing at the present time ~re those 
Tail ways which run into agricultura 1 districts. 
such a A the hon. 1nernhcr for N anango repre
sents. They open up and develop the coun
try. The rates charged on those railways 
make it :m utter impossibility for them to 
pay. The hon. member for Kundah snid that 
they should be put on a busin0ss footing and 
be made to pay. Thoro are two ways of 
making the railways pay. One i'. by increas
ing the freights and fares, and the, other is 
by reducing \Vages~ Hon. n1embers opposite 
have in their minds, although they do not 
say so. that expenses could be roduced in a 
direction which the Government are not 
going to reduce them. \Vhat is the use of 
hon. members, b;v inference and innuendo, 
sug~csting that goods are being pilfered on 
the railways, that the department knows all 
about it, but ar,, afraid to prosecute'! That 
is a contemptible attitude to take up. 

Mr. KELSO: It is a fact, all the same. 

Mr. WTNSTANLEY: If the hon. mem
ber's friends know that this is taking pl.ace, 
th".v should make a straight-out statement, 
so that an investigation conic! be mad.e to 
pro,·e the statement. I e.m satisfiec:l the 

Railway Department takes just 
[4 p.m.] as much trouble and goes just as 

far as any priYate individual to 
see that goods aro not pilfered during transit 
on the raibxay. V\-e know that in shipping 
and even on motor lorries things go astray, 
anrl certainly some things go astray on the 
railwavs, but not through carclPssness or 
npglPd, bc.catFc I believe that goods arc not 
interfered with to any appre•'iable extent. 

Mr. KELSO: \Vait until tho Minister gives 
ihe figures that we have asked for. 

M,.. WINST"\KLEY: When the hon. 
gentleman does, we shall soe that tho trouble 
has not b<>en g-reater in proportion than wer-e 
similar happenings in the past, and we shall 
find that not so mu~h pilfering takes place on 
thE~ railw.avs .as in connection l.vith shipping, 
and tho h~n. member for Nundah, if he is 
honest will admit that there is little ju·tifi
cation' for his statement. It is 'imply a 
n1att0r of inferer:C'n and innn.Pndo to say 
these things arc taking place and not make 
a Rtraight-out charge. 

Mr. KELSO : There is no need to: the 
figures that will b' giyen by the l\finister 
will prove the charge. 

Mr. vVINSTA~LEY: 
something, but nc;t what 
alle~;os they will prove. 
that point. 

:Mr. KELSO: They ill. 

They will prove 
the hon. member 
I am satisfied on· 

Mt. 1Y~·nstrmlcy.] 
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Mr. WINS'l'ANLEY: The hon. member 
said that pilfering was a public scandal, and 
that his friends have told him about it. If 
his friends have such information, why did 
they not go to the CommiFsioncr, who would 
atteud to thLir complaint" I am quite '"ti,
ficd the Commis·ioner \Yould have ihquired 
into it. 

Mr. KELSO : He did. 

JVk \YINSTAKLEY: What more does 
-the hon. gentleman want? 

l\!Ir. KELSO: Compensation \Vas paid. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: \Yell, what more rs 
wanted? 

Mr. KELSO: The men responsible should be 
pr·o,ecuted. You want to protect the wrong
-dolr. 

ilh-. \VINSL\NLEY: I do not. The hon. 
member is sac ing that people do these things 
and arc not prosecuted. I guarantee that, 
if anybody was c:mght and the charge was 
proved against him, ho would have to take 
tho consequences. If the hon. member can 
prov J to the conb·ary, why does ho not prm·c 
it? If the hon. member submitted proof we 
would listen to him, but ho does not. He 
simply thrm;·s out those innuendoes, and they 
are not worth vory much. 

The hon. member also c~id something· about 
H c:uccnsland ·work for Qucenslanders." Of 
-course, that is a pretty old cry, and it began 
>vith the cries ''Australia for the Austra
lians" and " Australian work for Au•-tra
lians." 

:\Ir. KF.LSO : Not a bad cry, either. 

:VIr. WINSTANLEY: Ko; but it can be 
mcrrowed down. not merely to a State, but 
to a town. The hon. member says " Queens
land work for Queenslanders.'' If so, why 
should »·ark for other part• of the State bP 
monopolised by Brisbane'! vVhy should not 
1Taryborough s..ty " Maryborough vvork for 
illar:- borough," and Townsville people say 
'" To,,ynsvillc work for To\vnSvillc"? 

:.Vlr. KELSO : Why not'! 

1\lr. IYINSTA'i'\LEY: And other towns 
would say that what \vas needed for such 
towns should be co~Cfino-d to those towns. It 
s{'ems to me a prcity rotten cry. 

:'>h. TAYLOR: You ".Jnt locomotives built 
in :'i' ow South \V ales. 

i>Ir. WINSTANLEY: I .am not a one-cved 
pe1·on. \V e have no more right to claim 
that Brisbane work should be done in Bris
bane than that Jlllaryborough work should be 
done in :Maryborough, and ;;o on. If hon. 
members opposite had their way, we would 
go back to pre-fcderation days and impose a 
protective tariff that would militate against 
the welfare of the community. If that is 
their policy, let them stick to it, and find 
out how they will got on if they try to carr;c· 
it out when occupying the Treasury benches. 

]'dr. TAYLOR: You would sooner pay doles. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: Karrowod down, we 
find th".t there is nothing in that cry. 

I vvish to make one or tvvo re1narks in con
nection with the linking up of the North 
with the South, and of the groat differenc-e 
it ha.s made to North Queensland. 

At 4.5 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

:Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am sorry the hon. 
member for vVynnum i3 not here now. Like 

[.Jlt'. Winstanlcy. 

wrne other hon. members he does not make 
his statements straight out, but tries to con
\ oy the idea to this Committee and to the 
people outsidC' that members on this side 
have cl ono thillgs in days gone by the very 
npnosite to what they ha.-e done. This morn
ir•g the hon. member quoted a di.-ision which 
conyevcd the idea that members on this side 
of th~ Committee voted against the North 
Co.L~t raihYay. Anyone ·who looks at '" Han
s:nd " will find that that is not so. When 
th11t railway was proposed, neither plans, 
r:.pecifications, IJDr books of reference wcro 
pluccd on the table. as is u.-ual in such cases. 
As a con·,oqucn . .=e, ·an1cndE10Dts wore moved, 
1nd tho n1on1bers voting in th2 division 
r;uoted ·were Yoting for the amendments and 
not against the North Cc tst line. It is an 
casv 1nattcr bv thcso devious rnothods to 
cor{, 'v ideas that arc absolutely untrue. In 
my opinion it is a contemptible method, and 
one that I am not going to follow. The 
Korth Coast line has made a wonderful 
difference to :'i'orth Queensland, as everyone 
knew it would; but it is rather r'markabte 
that, although it is fourteen years since it 
was pas·cd by Parliament, it practically ha,d 
to be constructed by the present Government, 
for up to the time they came into power 
practically nothing worth speaking about had 
been done in connection with that railway, 
,,,rJ the preSent Government-who know the 
necessity for it, because 1nost of the mernbors 
of tllc Governm'lnt a1c fairly familiar with 
the Korth--haYo made an effort to get tbe 
line constnwtrd and liavc don{' somcthi ng 
in that dircC'tion. It i5 a \Vcll kno,vn fant 
that preYiously pad of what is regarded as 
the ~ort,h Cor,,t lino v;as of a ve>rv n1akc~ 
ehift wrt of character. It ·-en·ed 'its pur
pose for the time being, but since the line 
has gone through a great dco.l of mone:~· has 
Lad to be sp<>nt in relaying and strongthcn
in&-;~ the line, and also on fc'ncing a.nd a good 
lot of other work. Ayr is one of those places 
,,,hlch finds itself, under cxi~ting c-ondition~, 
rather ineonv0nienccd. \Yhile the conveni
f'IlCC~s ,,,,,>re all right vvhen th-e line fron1 
rroY\ n,, vnh~ to Avr \~·a~ a Givli;;lonal board 
tranr.vay, now that it is part :1nd parr0l of 
the KDrth Conbt line it jg found that the 
strrtion nnd ya.rds nr:...'d i!nprov<"\n1c:nt ::tnr1 
enln.nrcm0nt I notice t.hat ( Yl th0 nrf'~cnt 
E ·t!rnatC'.; thC're ]~ a sum of £600 for en
larginp: the cng·inc "heel nl Avr, and £600 for 
nn cxtensi·.m · of tlw goods ,,heel. They 
cculd hrrve don0 n·rv w0ll "-rnl £1i 000 
for mrrc extensive station buildings. That 
1•monnt could have been vcrv well spent had 
lhe money bf'"n available, but the Railway 
Dcnartmcnt. like other departments, has only 
e. certain limited amount at its disposal, and 
it has to do the very best it possibly can 
witl.1 the amount available. The present 
station is really an apology for a railway 
station on a lino like the North Coast line, 
am! I am hoping we shall not haYe to wait 
very long bcfme there is a change in that 
COTITI('C'tion. 

A gteat deal has been said about the 
rollinp:-stock hoth in reccard to locomotives 
rmd trucks. Thc·re can be no doubt that the 
fnrther you get away from the head centre 
the worse things become. That is one of tho 
Jisadyantages of having the capibl in one 
corner of the State, and peoplA living in the 
north, north-west~ and central-west find it 
very difficult. to have their wants and their 
l .. •·•·<uts alt.encled to. The people living In 

and aroand BrisLan~ con1plain about tho 
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o-arriagce or about the fares and frei~·hts. but 
if th0y got a\vay tn sotne of the l10rthern 
districts and saw the conditiDns there they 
wonlcl i\nd that !he peopl" there havl' nr•c:h 
more l'Oom for complaint than they them
sclYes h>Ye at the lJ:i"{'Sf'nt tin1c. As regards 
locornotiyc<;;. tl1e further you g-et ~orth th2 
hanler the;- are worked. The gr.,<>t diffi
cu1tv there ·is in kPcping them ln go,xl repair, 
-.ne( in a good rnany instancc:i they arc 
OY rloadcd. Thcv are bad cuongh on th•J 
Great ::\"orthern line, and I believe the:-; are 
n1uch \\.Ol ~e on thP Cairn-; lin0 aud in t]v~ 
hintPrland. I C'crta·inJ·. think thcro iR npr ·1 
for quit a nun1b2r of nP\V lccomotiYC's, and 
like the hon. mcnlht~r for ~JnndiL~bnrra, 
\\·ho ~~--.·nrP::;:·-cd the h-ope thgt, on1c of tht:>v-~ 
ne\Y loc.nrnot1Ycs \\'ould find th~ir way up to 
Tcnvn~Yillc, I hopt~ Pornc of them \Yill Ctnd 
thc'ir wa~. further north still. 

An 0PPOSlTIO~ l\fE~mER: To Charters 
Towers? 

5Ir. WINSTAKLEY: Charters Towers is 
just as much entitled to consideration as any 
uther place. The Commissioner for Railways, 
on pag-e 21 of his report, under the heading 
c f "Rolling-~tock" t:tatcs-

" The increase in size and weight of 
locomotives and the continuallv increas
ing number and ago of eng·ines and 
vehic-les render apparent the necessih' for 
pro,-iding greater repair facilities. The 
most effectiYe means of doing- this is by 
making rrovision for more light ·repair 
work at outside depots, leaving th.J 
heaYiN· work for Ipswich, Rockha,npton, 
and Townsville. In pursuance of this 
policy additional facilities and staff ha,-e 
been n1ad(~ available at several depOts." 

I think that something should be done for 
Charters Towers in that respect. I think it 
\\'ould be a good thing not only for the 
Railway Department but for Charters 
Towers if son1e of these repairs wi1ich at 
present are sent down from the western 
country were fixed up at Ch,rters Towers. 
The Cha.mr>er of Commerce there have 
,_,-ritten to the Secretary for Railways in this 
connection, and havB stated their case very 
fully and frankly They say-

" Cha-rters Towers is an cstnblished 
inland city, and it is in the interc,ts of 
the State to keep the people here and 
stop the present tendency to migrate to 
the big cc<J.stal cities-and in many cases 
to k we the State altogether. 

" To concentrate all i.he works at 
'I'ownsville is undesirable in view of the 
fact that there are better facilities for 
expansion at Charters To,yers." 

Tho hon. me·nber for l\1unding-burra pointed 
out how cramped they were for room in 
TownsYillc, particularly in connection with 
the workshops, and ·said that erosion was 
taking- place on Ross Creek which was mak
ing thir.gs more difficult-

" On the ground of ~onomy Charten 
Towers is more suitable. 

" The land required can be got for 
nothing here, but land is dear in 'I'owns
Yille. 

" It is unwise to build all the work
shop,, on the coast, which would be parti
cularly vulne-rable in the event of wm·. 

" A considerable amount of Goyern
ment money is invested hero, and ihe 

Government would be protecting its own 
interests by &topping depreciation of its 
assets." 

[n this connection the Gm·ernmc·ot are 
inte,·ested to the extent of about £60,000 in 
Charter, Tm.-erb. I cnrtainlv think that 
something might be done in this direction, 
because, if i! should happcn-I do not think 
it will-that the tmm was practically to be 
abandoned, the Government's chance of get
ling anything would be . very small indeed, 
r<nd anvthin•·, however httlc. wlnch Js d<:mo 
to\vard;~ k-· PPing the trn,nl alive will be a 
help and Rn cnc-onragf>mt'nt to tho:-;e iYho Rre· 
tryin~ to k,, 'P the place toc;~ther. The 
Chamber of Comn1e-rct~ pc,jnL:l out--

" \Ve have a n1uch iJf'ttcr clitnate,. 
being 1,000 f,,,.,t above soa-leve'l. 

"Our water supplv is brttPr, and the· 
price is 2s. per 1.000 gallons as against 
3s. 6d. in Townsville. 

"Charters Towers would bo hcal!hie1· 
and mor<e comforta hie for the workmen, 
and the better conditio::s should produce 
bett.er remits both to the workmen and 
the department_ 

" Tim her can be better seasoned here· 
than on the coast owing to the drier 
climate, and is consequently more suit
able for woodwork, which would be con
sidenbl:- more durable. 

" The cost of living is kos here than at 
To\'\~nsville.'' 

It is rather remarkable-yet it is a fact, as
alwbodv who looks at the figures will sec
that aithouah Charters Towers is an inland 
6ty' 82 mil~'" from the coast. living has 
a h\,avs been cheap there. Tt is one of the 
cheapest places in Queensland owing- to _cheap 
land being available and the cntcrpr1se of 
the people. The people in Charters Tc_wers 
find it is chcanor to live thae thc;n m a 
geeat m<tny phices on the coast. \Vorkmen 
uw build t.heir homts there on land free of 
cost. These reasons have been 'ubmitted to 
the Railwav Depa.rtment, and I am sure 
they will receive -due consideration. 

A good deal has been said i~1 reference t_o· 
the ertrning power of the ra1lways. It IS 

well known that for very mnny years the 
Great ::"Jorthern Ra.ilway which runs from 
'l'owns:ville out into the western country was 
one of the Lest paying- lines in Queensland. 
It paid 6 )Wl' cent. _and 7_ per ~ent. for many 
yeitrs. In recent bmes rt pard as much as 
i C per cent. on the c:tpital im,estcd. I find 
that last year that section paid £1 7s. 9d., 
"·l•ich shows the enormous difference between 
traffic last year an-d in :vears gone by. 
?\:ohodv can say that the Railwa ,, Depart
;,ent 'is res11onsible for that. Everybody 
knows that there has been a shm1p in mining 
and a decr~ase in the number of cattle 
carried, and that consequently there ha~ als<r 
been a decrease in the haulac;e of hmber· 
and in other commocliti.-·s which are depen
dent on mining and on the catt1e-I:aising 
indus(ry, nl1 of '"hich are flue to C'Ircum
·'lanccs on·r which neither the Gm'ermnent 
nor the Rai;w8y De-partment ha\·•.? any con
trol whate:vcr. Comcqucntly, if an hon. 
member hlamcs the department or the 
GoYernment for the falling- off in receipts, 
it can only be from a desire to b!an1e the· 
Governrnent -whether they are responsible 
or whether they are not. 

I should like to sa': somethirg with regard 
to the rail motors. cOn lines where it doe& 

Mr. Winstanlcy.] 
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not pay to run trains it may be wise for the 
Raib a·· D· partmcnt to got over some of our 
difficultir" on small branch lines by rurUJir.g 
rail motors. The hon. member fm· vVvnnurn 
referred to the fact that the i\TcK<>"-;, cars 
were still being used. I would remind the 
!ton. meml.Jer that the point which was m·Hb 
against the Govprnmcnt who bought +hem 
was that, although they said they \Ycro 
bought as an expcrirnent, they bought 11'11£ 
a dozen of thost~ car..;, and the qnf'"tion 
flrises whether it is right to bn,v haH a 
dozen car:; as an cxpcriuH·nt ·when one oe 
bYO \Vould serve the purpose ju:::t a:-: \Yell. 
As a matter of fact, only about t \'O of them 
ever gave any service after tho2, got hPrE', 
and, if Inv 1ne:rnorv serves n1e corrccUv, tho 
la to S••cretan for Railww·., himo if ad,;oitt0d 
that it cost ;,ore for fnel.to run ono of them 
-bccau~r~ they arc very expPnsive in that 
respect~than to run a Cl6 engine. That 
was cl'rtainly a blunder for which the pre
VIous Govr•rnrnent \Y"-'n' re ~]1{Jw:.:.ible, as w '11 
as for quit0 n nurnbcr of ofher lJlundcr.:;. y~ et 
ono would in1agin~~ frDm ht~aring hon. rncm~ 
hers OlJposite talk th tt C\ rvthinr clone bv 
previou:; Governn10nhl wa, uo~c1 o :nd \\·ise a11~1 
that since thi'3 GovPrnnwnt' c,rnc into powrr 
everything has been far hom right. I am 
confident ir. my own mind that, although 
quite a number of ne-..~ raihva•,·s arc not 
likely to be paying pror~ositiolls imn1cdi
ately, nevertheless, the policy of tho Govrrn~ 
ment will be proHd in the lone run to be a 
wise p~licy. _In days /[OllC by the ]lolic:,T 
was to 1ct people go on to tho land and stay 
there for 1nany years without a railway, 
whereas the policy of this GoYCTnmcnt is 
that railways shall "precede >cttlem0nt~\Yh1ch 
means that the v will be built bcfwe l hero 
is muclt traffic "offering for thern~and that 
is, I think, a sound policy. 

Mr. ED\VARDS .n>un): In discussing 
the amendment of leader of the Oppc i-
tion, I think that we should locJk further 
than the n1cre runnins of the raihvavs or 
their administration u11rlcr lll'C'~Put. ConcE
~ions .. I maint•ln that it \Yould be quit~ 
tmpossibll' for any Gov<-rnnwnt or 2 y rail
\Ya.y management to rnake tl•e raih\-~V·· in 
Queensland, or any other State for c that 
matter, pay their \'.ay if t!w po!ic:· of the 
Government with regard to the development 
of the C'Ollntry rs r:."··· ninst it. That is thP 
conclusion to ,,Thich nnvone who :::;tndies the 
position in Qneo11sla ncl to-d::t;,T must conF·. 
For years thore hns l, 'Cll a con5Lnn1· drift 
from the <::ountry dj!"trict~ of Queensland into 
the large centres of popu!ntion, \Yhich mnst 
retard bw~incss on thn railway:<. 

That has as·;jstcd trclTI·3Jdous]v in pilir-r 
up the hug-e drbt that l\ c ha Ye ~)n the raif
ways to-day. The ~.linistcr statPcl that pa.-t 
9overnmen1s -.Yore _rosponsiblf-: for :,ppr_ov
rng of the con:-:trucbon of }lundrPds of nult ~ 
Df raihcay which they had no intellt!on of 
-constructing. nnd ho v.Pnt 1'0 far as io slate 
tbat thoy were appro,-c,'! of for poiitic ,1 
purposes. 

l\fr. COLLTXS: rrhev appro-rcd nf ew cr;n
struction of fonrtcc~ raihva ys durillf!" 1 heir 
last session. 

'\fr. ED\YARDS: 1 ask the hon. member 
for BoY,jll to ca~t his nJ:cmorv bn1k a f ,,: 
:-em·s when he and i ho Secretarv for Re,il
\:a~.; '"~~nt intD HP' distJ'ir't· and ~n .• n~T othC'r 
distJ·jrts in Que ~'ndand and rPL~mm('n~lcd tho 
construction of certain rajhvav link?. fd 

bc•ing essential to the welfare ,;f pec;plo of 

[Mr. VVinstanley. 

Southern Queensland. 
that thev should bo 
ately. " 

Thev recommended 
constcructcd irnmodi-

~1r. CoLLINS: I was not a tnr:lnbPr of the 
Pullic \Yorks Commission at that time. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Tho Secretary for Agri
culture •, as also a n1c1nber of the Public 
\Yorks Commission, and. ith the present 
He:cretary for Railways he rec~)mmcnded tho 
construction of ccrta{n' line_,, n1any of vvhich 
haYe not yet been commenced. although those 
rt.)coinmcrldations were n1ade over nine :; car a 
ago. Lot me call the attention· of tlw Score
tar\ for Railwa\" to the fact that m some 
(;as~-~.; raih' ay ~construction ,,~as a, tu ally 
started "·hen the S·"ttlcrs, !oJlo,-ino: a 
definite promise that ihPy wcrr to lt.tve 
railway comn1unicatlon inllllcdial·"l,\·. \Yont 
into tho vir:sin scrubs of Quco_n~ln:r:.d o•, er 
30 1niles from raihvav con1mmnu1tion, and 
the raihvays have "onh- just. '""' been 
opened. That is onl' of the thtngs that rs 
causing the people to drift from the countr,v 
to the large centres of population. Tho 
Minister stated that the only pc •s1ble wct,v 
of making the railways pa:. was hy incl'ea.s
ing fares and freighte., bnt in that si ._tcmcnt 
the Minister shows that he has no businr--s 
ability whatever, and is net capable of 
placing tho raih\Tays on a sound footing. 

l\fr. DASH: Should wo hand ihem over 
to the hon. gentleman? 

Mr. ED'\YARDS: I think I could make 
a better fist of them than the hon. member 
for Thlundi11gburra. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC' .L1TRll: You arc 
the only person who thinks so. 

1\Ir. ED\YAilDS: Possibl,. so. I am ono 
of those Fho can clairn to have c!ono some· 
f-ing for the 1·ailways of Queensland by hard 
\\·ork, which is a gre(.tt deal more than hon. 
tilcmbC>rs oppocite can clair,L Fully 30 per 
ce:~t. of thmn were union org:aniRcrs. Not 
ol1lv did the J'.linicctet' COlltcnd that it ·,,as 
ttec~ossary to increase freights <:':.lld fares in 
order to make the railwn-.-s pa ·, but he 
stated that, if ihe Oppositim; were in power, 
tlnt is the wav thev would tro about makrn;~ 
th" railways ]Ja:. c Anyone \d10 has studied 
th,, po,ition in Queensland must realise th:.'t 
tbat would be an absolute]:- \nong \vac·. 
There is onlv one wav to make them 
r)ay, and that ·~s by g-ood ~administration and 
by the development of the country, ~o tl:at 
the railway trucks and p:1ssenger tr'uns 
coming from the country \Yill !Jr: carr_. ing 
full load3. 

. r.rh(' hon. mcrn,bcr for ru cnton in .. ~ glar~ 
1ng statrmPnt cnargcd 1hc pr( st_nt l._xover:n
n~cnt "·il h inefficienc~, in ca1-r. 1ng out rts 
p!cdged policy in thiS Stat"~ Tlwrc. is o_no 
plank of their policy that I do lJeJwye IIL 

CL1e of the planks included in the progranll11i.:' 
to the GoYernn1ent put before tht1; electors 
in 1915~and I belicYe in it~wa.s a definite 
prmnise to sec that iho large est des along
side of railway lines wonld be brought 
under cultivation. The l\Iinis~. r told us 
tc-da~,T 1hat the cxi~t-cncc of those~ big estates 
't\HS One of thl3 rea:;:.OllR con1r!buti! :r to tho 
LH~e c]pficits on the railways to-day. 

iir. DASH : You belie,·c. in the freehold 
system. 

1\1r. ED\YAilDS: That is an admission 
that the Government havo absolutely failed 
in the policy that the;,- went to the country 
on in 1Jl5. They have been incapable eYor 
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\'iince of curying out their plodge to the 
people to bring that land under cnltivation. 

I want to refer to another matter which 
I consider is a 1no~t in1portant one in the 
ad1ninistration of the 1·aihr·ays. \Yo havo 
heard iu this Chan1bC'r over and over again 
-that the Governnwnt use no political influ
ence in oonnection with the running of the 
Tailwa) s. I >nnt to show that their polic.1· 
ha· brought about such a position that the 
Comm.i5sioncr a.nd his officers, who are sup
posed to be responsible for >Yorking the 
1.ailways in the interests of the State, arc 
tied hand and foot in the matter of engag
ing e1nployces for 1·aihnty construction 
works. I hold in m,. hand an extract from 
the " Daily :11ail" of to-day in r-egard to the 
labour supply for the l\Iurgon to \\'indent 
line. It states-

" Considerable discontent is exnrossed 
locally at the system of employing'lalxmr 
on the l\lurgon-Windera br,mch liuc. 
'vhich ic,; under construction. l\1r~n have 
arrived lately by the dozens from Bris
bane, and were put on, whilst the local 
unen1ployed, who in some instances haYe 
been v.Taiting for n1anv "\vccks to get -;,vork 
on the line, haYe be8n pm,scd oYer." 

I maintain that the officer rPspon::.lblr" for 
fht• ,,_arrying out of that constrnct.ion \rork 
in the interests of the St. a t·c, and in tlY 
mtcrr,, ts of tho Minister, who is largely 
n· ·pons!lcle to the p oplc of Queensla!ld, is 
placed in a position that he had to depend 
-on the Director of Labour in Brisbane to 
!'et his labo~u for the lino. A big principle 
IS m•·olv0d 111 this matter. The men in the 
country districts are well able to caJT\' nut 
this work. They arc n10etlv young. 'able
bodied men, \. ho would be o·],]y too pleased 
t') get that work, and in manv inf;tanct: ·J 

subsequently become settlers in the district 
through \Vhich the raihYay is paf'.··ing. That 
•;·ould be a . distinct move in the policy of 
clt C('ntrahsahon. I nndPr:-.t_,nnd that t1Jis j~ 
a pri_nciple >vhich practically a.pplic3 to tlw 
>Yorkmg of the whole of our railwavs, and 
that 1 he Commissione1·, who is resJ;onsible 
f?r the raihrJ,y" has no hand in choosing 
tnose employees. 

l\fr. COSTELLO: That ;o quite true. 

. ~.IJ-. ED\YARDS: It is ab5olut.+- impos
,1ble for any_offirct' to mak(' a job pay unh_•j'l 
he has the nght lo choose tho men requir0d 
for the job. 

?dr. F. A. CooPER: Is a. raih·av officer 
not at the Labour Bureau v:hen the 'll1en aro 
chosen? 

Mr. EDVi'ARDS; The h<m. member ,,.ho 
has just interjected should remain cuiet 
v,·l1rn railwa:, ~ arc beillg discusf'rcl ln _.this 
Chan1brr. bPc·uuse had \Ye I1ot the ~nerta.cle 
laf:t H5~ion of him n1aking statenwnt~ which 
ho could not back up? 

~1_r. p. ~\. Coor!~R: 1:__,.. ou \Yore one of the 
111cn \Yno congratulated rnc~'~-

Mr. EDIYARDS: The railwa·:s ca:onot be 
\':orln'd on a businrss bnsis \Yhilc~ that nrin
cipk is continued. Officers arc appointed 
to the job to t nr: it 0nt in the besf 
intc rests of those <mnloving them. but 
the ha ,·e nothing to .do ~Yith the emplo;-
rru,nt of their n1cn. The thing is ridiculou 
and cam'ot work successful!>. 

I "~\·ish also to ref0r to the recent incrcrrsc 
in Iar0s and freights. The GoYernment 
failed aJ-·c;olutcly in the carrying out of their 
policy in the matter of the developmellt of 

1 he large estates alongside the railway. 
They failed absolutely in their promise to 
the 'electors of Quecl!Siand "-hen thc:c turned 
round and raised the fares and freights; 
aHd this applies more particularly to the 
promises made to the country people. 

A good deal has been said this afternoon 
about the increase in freights and fares as 
affecting the citv. \Ve cm r·eadily realise how 

much greater the burden must 
[4.30 p.m.] ho on those in the country. There 

is a considerable difFerence be
t.-, een placing· 7~ per cent. on a faro of 5d. 
and 6d. and placing it on a fare of £3, 
which many a country person has to pay to 
get to the cit:·. One can realise how the 
increa-,c aff0cts the man in the country as 
compared >Yith the imposition on the man 
in the cit:.·. J'\atm·ally the g·reater burden 
is on the country producer. I shall quote 
>Yhat the Premier said at the Trades Hall, 
as reported in the " Standard " of 5th 
Dcc:•mbcr, 1923-

" It is true that a small percentage 
increase in freights and fares-20 per 
cenL-YYould yield £200,000 or £300,000, 
but it \V{)uld no1· be just to increase the 
freights of the Queensland railways. It 
-..'>·otdd be a serious in1position on \VOrkers 
toiling in the country to increase the 
railway fr(·1gbh. Th8y aro \vorse situ~ 
ated than workers in thn city. and they 
c re entitled to as much consideration 
as the city >Yorkcrs. I ha.-c been against 
incr0asing the raiJ-,\-~ay freights because 
it 1ncans levying an in1post upon the 
produce and nee 'ssari:·s of life of the 
\YOrkers \vho live in the country." 

That is what the Premier said last year, yet 
twPlYf' 1nonths aftcr,vards the GoYernment 
come along and break that promise to the 
emmtry people. Xot only did they break 
that promiw to the country people, but it 
inclicatf>s to me that the Premier has no 
pc er ''rhatcvcr at prrscnt. To mo it appears 
Hnt any statement the hon. g.'ntleman is 
prep:.red to make on behalf of his Gcvern
nwnt is Jon discredited and the tables are 
~ rnrd agnin:-:t him. I have no doubt that, 
,,-hen the hon. gcntkrnun made that state
nwnt in 1923, he had every confidence that 
he >Youlcl be t1ble to carr:. it out; but his 
sta tenwnt has been turned down by the 
Gm-ernment, and freights and fares have 
!wen increased. \Vhile this condition of 
affairs p;oc··, on we can never exp d the rail
'· ;·s of Queensland to pay. I consider the 
raising of fares to be the most fatal thing 
it is possible to do. If the hon. gentleman 
is gclng to run the business successfully, he 
has to get the population of the country 
interested in th :t businc,g. At the present 
tin1{' rnotor traffic is c01npcting agninst our 
ra ih' ays eYL'n fron1 great distances out in 
th. cocmtr:v. This is simply because of the 
conditions undee >Yhich the people have to 
t.raYPL The present rate of fares to country 
di,tricto is simply preYenting people travel
ling as the:' should tre.vel. I hope that the 
GoYcrnmcnt will sec fit to bring about a 
policy of development of country districts 
that will g·ive the Commissioner for Rail
'\Ya y:::; thr a~sistance he dE'servcs in the run
njr}g of his railway;;;. It is quite impossible 
.for him to make tho raihYa:cs pay if the 
GoYernment arc agaimt him in their polioy 
of land settlement. \Vhon one goes through 
1 he country districts at the present time he 
realist·s that a Yery large percentage-! 
bclic.-e I can say 70 per cent.-o£ the settlers 

Mr. Eclwards.] 
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are discontente-d and tlissatisfiocl with their 
lot. 

Mr. DASH: Ab·-olutc rot! 

:Yir. EDVVARDS: \Vhen you hear "rot" 
com1ng frotn that hon. m·en1ber you can 
urderda1 cl that it comes from the place 
\':lwro rot ,hould come from. ·what w·e are 
di<;:cu;:sing in this Chan1bor is a s .rious 1natter, 
uot only to this generation but to the coming 
gc•ncrntions. \-Vhcth·r the rail,sa:·s aro going 
to pay or not depends on the policy o£ tho 
Government. If they as,ist the primary pro
ducers to c~lrr:· on agricultural pursuits as 
the:;· should be carried on and make the 
peopl-e contented, the eyes of the city will 
again be turned to the country instead of 
country people desiring to come to the city 
lo look for positions in the public service, 
which is of no value to this State. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Hremcr): I would 
like to r fer to one or two matters, and I 
regr~.:-t that the tin1e is so sh0rt. I knGVV 
that the Minister, as a matter of courtesv, 
war.ts to reply to some of the statements 
made by somo of the memb"rs of the Com
mittee, and I would like to draw his attention 
to one or two things that concern very much 
the people in my electorate. First of all 
I would like to refer to the traffic service 
between Brisbane and Ipswich. Unfortu
na.tcly the shortage of rolling-stock has made 
it impossible for the extensive alterations on 
that line to be mado that should be made. 
I think the time has arrivc)d when an impor
tant centre like Ipswich, which is only 24 
miles from the capital, should have a train 
:trriving in Brisbane a few minutes before 
8 o'clock. There are factories in Brisbane 
in need of a certain class of labour, and 
that labour is avuilabk in Ipswich· but the 
factories cannot get that labour ~nd that 
labnnr cannot get to the factories because 
no train arrives from that town in time for 
the wDrk. That could very easily be recti
fie-d Without putting on any additional trains 
if the train at present running were expedi
ted. There is no reason why it should not 
run exprPss from Darra or even fro1n 
Gooclna, and the other suburban trains could 
eaciiy pick up the pas,engers. Since the 
Houso met in the daytime the hon. member 
fo~ Ipswich and myself have had to travel 
down b_v the train leaving Ipswich at 7.40 
a.c:r.., That train runs express from Chelmer 
or Graceville, but long before the train gets 
there it is considerably over-crowded. In 
one carriage that I came down in the other 
day eighteen people were standing, and over 
and above that there were twelve or thirteen, 
passengers .o1ttmg. That can onlv be over
come_ by additions to the service and by 
runmng that tram a'-- an express train from 
a pomt further away from Brisbane than 
Chelmer or Gracevillc. It should run expr<>ss 
at least from Darra or Ox_lev. The difficulty 
that the people of IpswiCh suffer from is 
the fact that so many trains are goods trains 
and they are not getting the servie fro~ 
Ipswich that they deserve. ·when I made 
the remark " des0rve" I would like to draw 
the a ttcntion of the Committee to the fact 
th" t the rt>port of the Commissioner received 
to-d--v discloses this state of affairs. From 
Ipswich and the eight stations towards Bris
ha ne the bookings, not including ,season 
tickets, fat· the "l't''H amounts to 787 062 
and the revenue f1:om pas"engcr traffic alone' 
including season ti~kets, amounts to £57 413' 
If I take another subcuban line-sav the '!in~ 
from Cleveland-I find that the bookings at 
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Cle,-eland and the twelve stations towar-ds 
Brisb.me amount to 461,931 or some 300,000 
less than from lps'-1 ich; and the passenger 
tt'a ffic reYcnue, including season tickets, 
ammmts to a miscratl £U,283. These two 
~Pts of G_;.o~urcs certainly illustrate the fact 
that lp,\vic~' and th0 eight suburban stations 
to the east of Ip"wich arc of far n1ore 
iErportance to the Railwa" Department than 
thr• stations on the Clev-eland line, although 
the~v nre situated an equal distance fron1 
Brisbane. 

I \\"ant to draw the attention of the Minis-
1.'1' to ihc shocking anomalies that exist in 
the rnatt£T of raihva v fares to the two 
centres. The new rai.lway time-table con
taining the whole of the revised fares in 
the State is not yet issued, so I haYe to take 
the fig-urcJ which have existed for some time. 
Tho s<'cond-class fare to Cleveland, which is 
23 miles away, is 2s. 2d., and from Brisbane 
to Ins\Yich, 24 miles away, 3s .. which repre
sents. as compared with Cleveland. an addi
tion of 10.1. for one mile. E;st Ipswich is 
situated 23 miles from Brisbane, and the 
second-class fare is 2s. 8d .. or 4d. less than 
the faro from Ipswich to Brisbane, >vhich is 
onlv one mile further. 'Why that 4d. is put 
on 'for one mile beats me, 'and why 10<:1. is 
put on for one mile in the case of Ipswich to 
Brisbane, as compared with Cleveland to 
Brisbane, is also a most remarkable thing. 
Ipswich has its own suburban ar-c·J., which is 
of large extent, and it has its own shopping 
centre. It has a decent suburban area to the 
east of the city, and it is high time that area 
\l'a' treated the same as the Brisbane subur
ban area, and that suburban far<>s ruled. I 
am satisfied the department would lose noth
ing by it. The traffic is not as great, because 
the area, it is stated, is not sufficientlv large 
for suburban fares to apply, and the first
class fare is 7d., which is altogether out of 
proportion to what 'Uburban far·es should 
be. I will quote the figures with regard to
disi 8.nces and fares on the linos from Bris
bane to Ips\vich and Brisbane to Cleveland, 
respectively-

" ~ ! " I 
]~~~ ~ ]~ i 
~~ Station. ' Far. ·I ~~ Station. \Fare. 

,..;r-" ,1 I ~ ~-' I I 
---·~---- ---;:--;;:1·--i----1---;-a:. 
2+ Ipswich . . 3 0 , ' 
2:l ' East Ipswich 2 81 23 Cle_veland.. 2 z 
22 Booval 2 G :22 \Y est 2 ~ 

u Clewlmd 
20 J<:bb,.,- Vale 2 -b tl 20 ; Ormistcn . . 2 2 
10 Dinmore 2 :2 I! 19 1 y~-ellington 2 0 

i 1 Point 
17 Redbank . . 0 i 17 Jir);dalc \l 

' 
\Yhv the centres from Redbank to Ipswich 
shni1ld be penalised to this extent I do not 
know. I am satisfied that it is an oversight. 
The railway farce. ought to be adjusted in 
~uburban areas on g mileage basis. If the 
23 miles from Brisbane to ClcYeland are 
treated as a suburban area, then the 23 miles. 
from Bl'isbane t~ East Ipswich shoul-d be a 
suburban area, and should, at any rate, car;·y 
the same fares. I hope that attention w1ll 
h0 gin·n to this matter. Ii- is not the first 
timP attention ha.s been called to it by the 
hon. member for Ipswich and myself, and we 
are of opinion that the matter should have 
been attended to in the last rcarran gement 
of !ores. The growth of the population of 
Ipswich has been steady, and it is growing 
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faster than any other centre in Queensland, 
barring one or two mushroo1n n1ining centres, 
and its suburban residents certainly deserve 
<'YPry encDluagcment. \Vhen the Ipswich 
railway station is completed-and we shall 
onlv. have to ''rait one 1noro vear for that
the;·e will be a better oppo'i·tunity for an 
'flicient scryico between TiYoli on the north 
and \\'ulknralm on the west, right down to 
Reclbank on the east, and it will be a 
'l•burban traffic that will pay well. I would 
like to rPmind the Minister and the Commis
sioner that it toDk prob1bly twelyo months 
of battling to get a Sun<;!ay train run from 
Irm·ich to Goodna for the benefit of people 
"·ho "ished to Yisi~ patient•· in the mental 
l-.m•pital and for other purpose':.> on Sunday. 
Although 've were as::ured titnc and again 
that. it would be a failure. it has been found 
to ~crvo a very useful purpose and it is well 
patronised by the public A large centre 
hke Ipswich, with a population of 25,000, has 
to rut up with the fact that its last train 
leayes five nights a week at 10 o'clock. It 
is high time that we had a tr',cin leaving 
Ipswich at a later hour than that-perhaps 
ltt 10.35 or 10.40 p.m., .md running as far 
as Redbank or Goodna. It is quite time that 
r.his matter receiv-ed attention, and that 
Inswich was treated as it should be-that is, 
a~ 3. town ,vith a suburban area of its own, 
and I commend the -request to the ~finister's 
consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(I-IDIL J. Larcombe, Ilepppl): I rep!~-, first 
of all, to the hon. member for Bremor, 
whose request ''ill rc{'£'ivo consideration. 
Also to bm1. members opposit0. I do not 
think hou. members opposite ha\ e submitted 
their amendment seriouslY. At all evenb 
it ha' been discussed in a lulf-hcartod w:ty 
,,-hich indicates that then-:. is not 1nuch 
~eriousness behind it. 

I want to point out that, if the policy of 
hon. n1embcrs opposite \Y>t re accepted, 
freights and fares on the Qcwensland rail
ways would be substantially increased. They 
Jun-e for one thing declared for an indepen
dent Commissioner. \Vhat would be 1 l\,, first 
change if, as suggested by hon. members 
opposite. absolute power were conferred on 
ihe Commissioner to fix fares and frei<rhts? 
rrhe present Commissioner, or any Other 
Commissioner, would impose such freights 
;tnd fares as would balance the railwnv 
lodger. Yet hon. members opposite want to 
build up a railway control in that way, 
ju't as they ha>·e built up om' in the Fcdernl 
sphere regarding banking, although----re·olark
able and contradictorv as it ma:v seem-they 
denounced a. sirnil~r policy · in regard 
to the Commis"ioner of the Queensland 
GoYcrnmont SaYings Bank and other phases 
of State policy. At preoent thD Commis .. 
sioner rightly recognises that the matter of 
fixing freigh(s and fares is lergely a matter 
r1f Govc.rnment policy and has courteously 
allowed the Government to decide it; but, 
if the policy of hon. members opposite wore 
put into operation, I say unhesitatingly that 
nH•re ·would be a substantial increase in 
freights and fares immediate!~-. 

:V1r. MoRG,\N: How can other States make 
them pay'! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
want supporters of the Country party in the 
country to know that their representatives 
"tand for iucrea-ed fares and freights. I 
want the supporters of the Opposition c-ener
ally outside to know that the policy for 

"-hich their representatives stand would ltad 
to substantia1 increases in freights and fai~es. 

Mr. l\IoRG IN: Not at all. 

Tlw SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
•could like to say further that hon. members 
opposite-the most influential of them-have 
all adyoc1L~d incrCt\''E"3 in farc'3 ·nd freights 
io the extent of making the railways pa_:. 

::Ylr. cVIOHGAX: That is not true' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is true. a-nd I h:t .-o their spoochos hero. I 
referred to them this morning. 

Mr. ~VfoRG_\N: All city repr<"Gllh tives. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
:'\!o. The hon. member for AlLert ''as not a 
cite· l'ClHCS<'ntative the hon. member for 
\V~trwici{ 1vas not ~ city roprC'sontativc, but 
they both not only advocated incrr" tSCS in 
fares and freights but also incr,·ases cufficient 
to make the railways pay. That show, the 
absolute insincerity of hon. members opposite 
v:ho refuse to sub··cribe to the polic"· laid 
clmYn bv thc·i·r leaders. This amond.ncnt is 
Lronght forward in a way in which they are 
entitled to bring it forward for the sake of 
t;aining· political kudos; but we on this side 
r1re under an Dbligation to expose the 
~rypocri&y, inconsistency, and insincerity of 
tlw amendment. In the firFt place, the policy 
<Jf the Oppo•.ition, notwithstanding what they 
wa I' sa v, is one which will increase fares and 
frei.ghts·, and in the second place their leaderb 
haYc time and again advocat-ed that course. 

Let nre refer lo the question of rajlv,Tay 1cro
D:totive ~ontracb. I 0l1 Sirc to point out that 
1 he tender which was ace -ph'd fwm the Clyde 
Engineering Company of Nm, South \Vales 
\Yas 17 per eent. less than the lowest Queens
land tender-that from Evans, Anderson, 
and Phdan-and 23 per cont. le,s than the 
next lowest tender from a firm in this State
ihat is, from \Vallmrs Limited. The lowest 
!cndN from Queensland specified a time 
'':hich made it impossible really f{ll' the 
Governrucnt to a<:cept it, and, although in the 
t-. .._. on cl lowe·-,t t~1ndcr thP time wa nearlv as 
eatisfactory as in the case of the successful 
lender, the Qoyernment held that they could 
not grant such a substantial preference to a 
Queensland firm, although recognising that 
\Valkors Limited and other Queensland firms 
have competent plants. 

The policy of the GoYermnent is protection 
lo Queensland industries and protection to 
Qw·-msland workmen. \Ve have given 
contracts to the extent of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to Queensland con
tractors in the past few years. To-day we 
ha vo contracts with Queensland contractors 
tD the extent of about £400,COO. We have 
t.he Ipswich workshops and other workshops 
working fn!l time. Hon. members opposite 
se.:n1 to ignore thr:>se f<-1/"ts. The ·workers of 
Queensland in :Messrs. \Yalkcrs, Limited, and 
with ~fP"<TF. Evans., Anderson, and Phclan 
are ,,-orking full time. All the time the 
GoYcrnmcnt are end,,avouring to the fullest 
dPg-ree to keep work within the State. But 
no GoYernment can accept any tender in thiB 
State or any other State without qualifica
tion. There are certain qualific:1tions and 
conditions which must be ob.crved. A !irm 
must claim onlv a reasonable degree Df 
profit, and must- have reasonable equipmont 
and an efficient plant. These factors must 
be borne in mind in considering every 
contract. The Govel'nn:ent could not give 
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a contract t0 any Quconsl,wd firm irr·espec
tive of price, and anyone \vho would sa:T so 
would be 'aying something that would be 
ridiculous and absurd. Such action would 
be betraying the trust which is reposed in 
Minish'rs and in Parliament. \V e arc the 
custodians of the public purse, and we must 
see that the tenders that aro submitted are 
reasonable. and, if thev arc. the orders will 
be given fro Queensland flrrns. 

A ridiculous bogey has boon circulated by 
hon. mo,1bors opposite to the droq that 
wages and other conditions do not enable 
Queensland tcndercrs to tender reasonably 
".nd ~atisfactorily. The tnnders that have 
already be~n acceptnd from Queensland firms 
show that that is a bogc::. I have informa
tiDn here taken ham the CommDnwealth 
statistio to show that the percentage avail-
" blo for prol'tts and gPn<'l'a 1 pxpc in thP 
Dtanufacturing industry 1.~ hig·1H'l' (;li.('011S-
]nnd than in any othPr State i11 Au~tralia. 
'What have hon. membcrc; oppmitc to '"·" to 
that? 

The question of los>rs as the rPsult of 
pilfering and othPr ran:-'', was rai;:;ed. I 
haY already indicated by w.ty of interjection 
that there has not bc-Pn anv incrC''t:-'P in the 
k'"''SC'S jn that dircetion n~Jc1Pr the pn_'scnt 
GoYcrnrncnt as f'omparerl ,\·ith prcYiou" 
Gov,·rnmcnts. La t year thP pC'rccntago of 
claims p-1id a.nwunt d to .039 per cent. of 
the revenue>, and during 1911-1912 tlw Ios, 
was .099 per CPnt. of the rcvcnur, so that 
there was very little di!IerPr>c' in thP r ]. live 
position last year as compared ;c,·ith 1911-
1912. The percentage of loc' is fractional. 
All the time the depadment is Jn·ot·cting 
those vd1o consign goods 0\-cr tlH' raihYavs, 
and proi:ecting the property of th0 dcpa'i·t
n1ent. Ilon. rrimnlJors opposite n1ay rest 
assured that thore is no overr~ight in r<_·gard 
tD th •t phase of railway pDlicy. 

AnoHwr question that has bPPll raised is 
the. effect of railv.ay po]i,·,v upon production. 
I cha1Jenv0d th0 figurf'::< en tb.:• hon. llH'mbcr 
for Mirani. and the leader of the Opposition, 
and I "'>Yant to confirm now ihc s1utcmont I 
m ado by way of interjection. I c ;id that 
there had been a suhst.anti,,] inc ''Case in the 
a1nount of agricultural p1·oducc rarri'ed oYer 
the railvi'.Jys ur.drr tlH• prr~Pnt Ad.mini::<tra
tration as compared ,,,.ith 1914-1915. 

The figures arc-

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE C'ARHIED OY':R 
RAILWAYS. 

1914-1915 
1923-1924 

876,000 tons 
1,140,000 tons 

W~at is the use of hall. nwmbcrs opposite 
denytng the accuracy and th(• conyincing 
nature of tho~o fig111~PR? 'rhcv arc contained 
on page 20 of the Cotnrni~Sioncr's report. 
The:-' rqwcscnJ' the amonnt of agriudtural 
prnduct", including sugar--\Yhirh 1: an ag-ri
cultural product~carricd on the raihva vs. 
This rnorning I quoted flgares io ~ho,y that 
under nino years of Labour .A_dnlinistration 
the increase in wealth production amounted 
to £206,000,000 which is a YPn' substantial 
increase. Last year the w<·alth production 
of the Stat0 was £63,000.000-a record for 
the State. The rase submitted by myself 
and other hon. members on this side of the 
ChamLer has been absolut •lv confirmed by 
quotations from official documents. 

There are a few minutes yet r·emainino· for 
hon. members to discuss th~s vote, and ''r do 
not intend to . detain the Committee any 
longer. I cortamly say that the amendment 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

has not been discussed by hon. members 
opposite in a spirit of seriousnass. Their 
own platform and policy stand for the exact 
oppo,ite and the Yery negative of the amend
ment. 

GoVERNMENT l\1E:~mERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1•·rn): I, too, want to 
cong-ratulate the G<n··ernment for the ;;·ood 
'' ork they ha Ye don>.' in connection with 
railway construction in North Queensland. 
Any hon. member looking at the tables sup
plied by the Commissioner must notice that 
there has bo0n a consiclera ble increase in the 
mileage in North G;luccnsland during the last 
few years. That is as it should be. 

I hayc been listening to hon. members 
opposite talking about political inllucnc•' in 
connection with our railways. I ha Ye listened 
to those statements for the last nine sessions 
of l'arlia mont. I do not know whether thev 
ar<l able to cxerci>c this political influence. 
It may be that they can, because I notice 
that out Dl the twenty-nine hon. members 
opposite, twentv-''"·on represent Southern 
QuPensland, ono represents a portion of the 
North. and the other rcprc'onts portion of 
the Central district. Therefore. wore the 
Stat' di,·idc;cl into three divioion~, a strong 
ConRervati,.,-e Govcrnn1ent ·would be in powe:r 
in Southern Queensland. 

O!'POSITIOX }fE:uBERS : Hear, hear ! 

:Ylr. COLLII\S: I a>k the :\Iinistor to give 
comidN·ation in the near future to relaying 
the lin<' bdwcen Proserpino and Bohawaba. 
I not](':_ on the Estin1ates un amount of 
£20.000 to relay the line from Stowart's 
Crock to Bowon. I would remind the i\Iinis
ter that thc•re are about 40 miles between 
Prcserpine and Bowen that r·oquirc relaying 
just "s much as the line betwec n Bow en and 
Stewart's Creek. 

The opening of the J'\orth Coast railway 
has had a marvellous effect upon Xorth 
Queensland. I am reliably informed that 
"'>Yhero 1 ton of fruit a week \\as consumed 
at Proserpine before the opening of the rail
way, the consumption is now 5 tons a week. 
(Hear, hear!) I want to congratulate both 
the Cornmicsioncr and those responsible for 
the nmning of the fruit train from Bowen 
clir 'd to the border, as it enables tho fruit
growers of Bowon to get their fruit on the 
Sydney market in the beot condition. EYCl'Y 
tclcg-ran1 I ha vo road in the I3o\vcn " Inde-
pendent'' reads f30mf.:~thing like this-

" Fruit arrived bv 1r.1in in good con-
dition." ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AomcuncRE: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. COLLINS: That moa11s, '·' a rule, 
fair prices for the producf'L~. '~l_1h0 connection 
of the Northern and Southc•;·n raihva• 
s0 jtems hae meant a grc at benefit to tb~
fruitrrovrers in the Bo\Yen electorate. 

At 5 p.m., 

The CHAIR)lAN: Under the provisions of 
StaHding Order ;\'"o. 307 and of the Sessional 
OrcLr agreed to by the House on 30th J ul;-, 
I ·will now put the questions for the vote 
ll11rlf'r consideration: the bn lance remaining 
nnvotcd for the Dcpa.rfmrnt of Railways; 
the amount. r0maining unYot,;d for the De
partment of PL1blic Lands; th" total amounts 
1 maining unvoted for the Trust and Special 
Funds Estimates, 1924-25; the LDan Fund 
Account Estimates, 1924-25; the Supplemen
tary Estimates, 1923-24; the Supplementary' 
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Trust. Funds Estimates, 1923-1924; the Sup 
plcmPntary Loan Fund Estimat"•s, 1923-24; 
and tlw Vote of Credit on account for the 
y< 'll' 1925-26. 

Question-That .£96,308 only (Mr. Moore's 
amendment) be granted for "Railways
General Establishment "-put; and the Com
mitt-<c divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 

Bell 
Corser 

, Costello 
J<jdwarcls 

, Elphinstone 
Fry 

A Yl':S, 13. 
l\1r. Kelso 

, King 
, Lngn.n 
, l\'Ioore 

~for:ran 
, ~ott 
, Rwa:;-ne 

Tellers: )Ir. Edwmds and \Tr, Kel~o. 

?\01·:~, 23 . 
.Yr. Barber 

::- ~~~~1~am 
Bulcock 
Carter 
Collins 
Cooper, F. A. 
Dash 
·Ferricks 
Foley 
Gilday 
Gillies 

Jir. CHed,on 
Hn n~on 

,, H:vnrs 
, .Tones 

Land 
, J_,arcombe 
, Mullan 
, Ri01·dan 
, Stopford 
, \Vcllington 
, Winstanley 

'l'elrcr·s: )fr. Fo1Py ~\lid :ur. (;!edson. 

AY•_S, 
)fr. PetPrsnn 

, Ynwl;=-i<; 
, "\1~~1TP11 

DerJr•on 
,, CJ:irt u 
.. PP1rie 
,, ~iz r 

Bar cs. \\~ H. 
, '\lfaX\Vf'll 

Kerr 

P.URS'. 
XnFs. 

:.\1r. 1 e ~~fl 
., Cotll'! y 

.~mith 

, \Yell· 
, Dnnstan 
,, Wil~nn 

fi'HJ"i pJ! 
, """right 
, ! 1!1rtlPY 

P·.yw~ 

Rec,]vcd in the negative. 

Question-That £96,309 he grante>d for 
·" Rail wa vs-General Establishment "-put 
and pahed. 

The following items were then put and 
passed:-

D~parhlent of Raihvavs (balance of 
vote). £5.064,077: .. 

Depatment of Public Lands. £284,555; 
Trust and Special Funds, 1924-25 (balance 

of ''ot ), .£5"673.390: 
Loan Fund Account, 1924-25 (balance of 

vote), .£4,380.481: 
Suppl< r1wntm·y lle ,_nnc> Estimate·,, 1923-

24 . .£377.210 l4o<, 0d : 
Supplencntarv Trust Fund E'timates, 

1923 24. J:E"l9.219 ~s. 7d.: 
Supplemenbry Loan Fund Estimates, 

1923-24, £391.515 1!' ,, 3J.: 
Vote of Credit on account, 1925-26, for 

the Yariou.::; dapnrtm0nt;;; and s<:.-rviccs 
of the Stat". £2,500.000. 

The House r csumed. 
The CHAIR1IAK reported that the Committee 

ha.d corne to certain resolutions. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Ord0r of the Day for Tuesday next. 

Rr:cEPTIO:N oF RESOLuTIONS. 

The SECRETATIY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(I-Jon. \V. K. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
movo-

" That the resolutions be received on 
Tne•d~y next." 

Que"'tion put and passed. 
Th~ House adjourned a.t 5.5 p.m. 

Quest10ns. 1355 




