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Questions. [2 OcTOBER.] Questions. 1261 

THURSDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1524. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, 2ffaree) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
~4.LLEGED SEPTIC 0TJTEREAK, LADY CHELMSFORD 

HosPITAL, BuNDABERG. 

Mr. BARBER (llundaberg) asked the hon, 
·member for Port Curtis-

" Th.1t haYing read the Bundaherg City 
Council's health officer's (Dr. Thompson) 
report, the statutory declaration by Mr. 
Corrnack, the certificate and report by 
Dr. Camoron. the statement by the nurses 
in the Gladstone district (who were pre­
viously aeeociated with the Lady Chelms­
ford nursing staff). will he make the 
' -.,mende honorable' by publicly admit­
ting his error in this House. and by 
apologising to the medical staff, matron. 
and nursing staff, and the <XJmmittee of 
the Lady Chelmsford Hospital?" 

from such a highly-infectious disease, was 
admitted into a maternity hospital, or 
the name of the patient who in con­
scqlH~ncc ·died. 

" There are in Bundaberg six mc•dicai 
practitioners. all of whom are or have 
lwen honorary members of the medical 
staff of that institution. If the Home 
Secrda;ry will instruct some officer from 
his departmeut or Brisbane to obtain 
a stntement from each of these gentlemen, 
and if they ar<' all in accord that there 
is no justification for anything I have 
said, I will th0n, despite the evidence I 
havl' from other som·ces, admit that I 
have been misinformed; but failing such 
unanimity amongst the medical officers 
mentioned, I shall consider further 
inquiry into j he administration of the 
hospital necessa,ry." 

AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR LOANS TO LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. 

Mr. 1\:ELSO (Xunda.h) asked the 'l'rea-
Mr. CARTER (Port Cnrti.1) replied- ·urer-

" Tho statements to which the hon. "1. \Vhat amount is to be made avail-
member 1-efcrs are not in accord with able for the current financial year for 

loans to local authorities? 
thos8 received by me, and, moreover, was "2. What ere the names of the local 
not the onl.v evidence upon which I based authorities that participate in such loans, 
rny ,"tatcrncnt. d h h 1 

"The hon. member himself stated that an t e amount to cac ocal authority?" 
there was a scriouR outbreak, which he The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
afterwards said was pneumonic influenza, Chilla(!oe) replied-
but on inquiry failed to inform this "I beg to lay on the table of the House 
Hon•·e of the date of the said outbreak, a statement containing answers to the 
jhe name of the person who, suffering questions." 

'STATEMENT SHOWING THE AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1924-25 FOR LOANS TO 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES, THE NA~IES OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES THAT PARTICIPATE IN SUCH LOANS, 
AND THE AMOUNT FOR EACH LOCAL ACTHORITY. 

£700,000 has been provided on tbe Loan Estimates to meet anticipated applications during the 
financial year 1924-25 on account of the available balances of Loans as follows:-

Name of Local 
Authority. 

------
Cities. 

Cairns .. .. 
Ipswich .. 
Mackay .. 
l\laryborongh .. 
Rocl<hampton .. 
South Brisbane 
Townsville 

Towns. 
Bowen .. 
Charleville 
Coolangatta 
Dalhy 
Gladstone 
Goondiwindi .. 
Mount Morgan 
Hughenden 
Hamilton 
Redcliffe 
'Sandgate 
·Toowong 
"rarwick 
Windsor 
Wynnum 

Shires. 
Balmoral 
BalonnP 
Barcaldine 
Bauhinia 
Beenleigh 
Boulia .. 
Bulloo .. 
Burrum 
·Calliungal 
·Chinchilla 
·Coorparoo 
Douglas 
Esk .. 
Eacham 
'Fiinders .. 
·Giengallan 

I Original 

I 

Amount 
of Loan. 

£ 
48,590 
20,545 
42,000 
61,500 

309,054 
5,222 
5,110 

14,000 
7,600 
1,100 
4,200 

16,486 
20,700 

7,100 
4,000 
3,000 
2,000 
7,000 
2,250 

18,200 
43,040 
29,300 

6,350 
4,200 
9,852 

500 
400 

3,100 
1,500 

22,900 
3,000 

£ 
33,990 

1,615 
14,000 

8,215 
I 283,701 
! 2,241 

3,739 

14,000 
2,600 

841 
1,120 

10,000 
8,034 
7,100 
3,934 

250 
267 
825 

1,050 
3,721 

650 
5,150 

3,435 
3.200 
9,420 

150 
1,900 
1,050 
3,201 •

1 

31,675 
2,250 
1,500 

42 
400 

3,100 
1,500 

19,468 
3,000 

44 
200 

1,050 
1,602 

14,20fl 
2,250 

525 

Name of Local 
Authority. 

Shires-continued. 
Herberton .. 
Hinchinbrook .. 
Isis .. .. 
J'ohnstone .. 
Kedron . . . . 
Kingaroy .. 
Laidley.. . . 
I,andsborough .. 
Longreach .. 
i\Iaroochy .. 
Milmerran .. 
l\liriam Vale .. 
l\foreton .. 
l\Iurgon .. 
l\Iurilla .. 
Paroo . . . . 
Pine .. .. 
Pioneer.. . . 
Stanthorpe .. 
Stephens .. 
Tarampa .. 
Tinaroo .. 
~eoombul .. 
Widgee.. . . 
Winton.. . . 
Woongarra .. 
Woothakata .. 

Harbour Boards. 

1 

:: l 
::! 
.. I 
.. I 

"/ 

I 

-----
£ 
600 

18,8~0 
8,626 

1~,000 
2.250 
9,lfi0 
2,000 

450 
9,400 
1,000 

400 
500 

1,100 
350 

1,000 
5,000 
1,500 
2,500 

13,500 
500 
538 

12,:593 
39,500 

350 
6,250 
5,000 
4,500 

Bowen . . . . . . · 165,425 
Cairns . . . . 62,688 
Gladstone . . . . , 6,000 
Rockhampton . . . . 8fl,515 
TownsviUe . . . . 15,000 

Miscellaneous. 
l\fareeba Water Author- 800 

ity 
Metropolitan Water 187,885 

Supply and Sewerage 
Boarrl 

Balance 
AYail"ble 

for the 
Year. 

1924-25. 

£ 
600 

18,220 
6 626 

11:ooo 
1,936 
8 g•,H) 
'141 
150 

9,305 
411 
400 
500 
860 
350 

1,000 
2,500 
1,500 

108 
11,130 

50 
538 

9,393 
9,306 

350 
3,5!1 
2,862 
2,626 

41,403 
7,331 

676 
65,553 

3,000 

100 

119,635 
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AuDITOR-GENERAL'd REPORT. 

HoN. \V_ H. Br, RNES (Wynnurn), without 
notice, asked 1he Premier-

" \Vill he gin' the House any indication 
as to when we a·re likelv to receive the 
report of the Auditor-Gorteral ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Th3odore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" I c;-tnnot giYe a sbtement as to the 
exact date on which it will be teJJlcd, 
but I understand it will be tabled shortly, 
possibly within a week." 

CHARGES l\IADE BY 11R. CARTER IN RE BRISBANE 
SICK CHJLDREN's HosPITAL. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong), without 
r.otice, asked the Home Secretary-

" Has the Home Secretary received any 
information from the Commiitee of tho 
Brisbane Sick Children's Hospital in 
reply to the cha,·ges made b~· the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, Mr. Garter?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Mount Jlorgan) replied-

" I have be0n informed that the com­
mittee is preparing a reply." 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

APPROPRIATIO:>i BILL, No. 2. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): I beg to move-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
thf' rec0iving of r~solutions from Com­
mittees of Supply and \Vavs and Means 
on the same day on which they sha.ll have 
pas,ed in those Committees: and the 
pas,ing of an Appropriation Bill through 
all its stages in one da v." 

Question put and passed.-

PROPOSED IKQUIRY IKTO ALLEGA­
TIO:c\'S IX RE " GOLDEN CASKET" 
ART UNIONS. 

Mr. CLAYTON (TFirlr Bay): I beg to 
IDOYG-

'" That an uqrcnt neccs.•ity exists, in 
the interests of the public and hospitals 
and certai_n other public institutions, for 
an 1n1rnc<hate and searching inquirv int·o 
the, affairs of the Queensland '' Golden 
Casket" Art L~ nions, in YiC\Y of recent 
disclosures connected thero\Yith made in 
this House. and more particularly in Yicw 
of tho fact that I have in mv J>O'·session 
definite and irrdutable proof (which I 
will submit to the House) sho\\·ing an 
npparcnt irregularit.y in regard to a prize 
of £100 drawn by a Queensland l'esident 
111 :No. 55 art union." 

I regret the nee<- ,sitv for ha vino- to move 
this motion, but, as ":e are sent here by the 
public to look aft r the public interest J 
think it is our duty to take ad,·antage of the 
position we occupv and ventilate anvthino­
we consider to be in the interests of th~ 
public of Queensland. 

The " Golden Casket" is known through­
out Lw lcn~th and bnadth of Australia and 
contributiow:; arc coming fron1 all over' Aus­
tralia, and it is in the interests of the public 
to sec that its affairs are conducte-d in the 
way that we would wish them to be con­
ducted. The " Golden Casket" is a. m€ans 

[M1·. Clayton. 

b:v which we arc financing our hosnitals and 
other charitable institution _ and it is onlY 
for that rPaS{)ll that man:v p.rople are contrr­
buting to it. I arn not going to cond('mn the 
idra _altogPthC'r-as do smn0 hon. rnernb0rs in 
this Chamber-bPeause l have fr m time to 
1ime taken tickets in the " Golden Casket." 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CARTER: You are a bit sore because 
you did not win. 

Mr. CLAYTON: We must endeavour to 
800 that the pPonlc who ai'C :--pcculating in 
the "Golden Casket" get a fair run for their 
money. The Government are controlling this 
institntion. because on ('V0l'Y ticlc•t :vou will 
see that it has the sanction of the Qu ·ens­
land Government. The Gm·Nnmcnt give 
their sanciion. and I undNstand that on everv 
occasion it has been drawn Ly a Minister o-f 
the Grown. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: That is \HOng. 

Mr. CLAYTON: \V ell. on almost ewry 
occasion. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: \Vrong again. 

Mr. CLAYTON: At any rate, it has been 
drawn on almost cvE'rv ore a ~ion hv the hon. 
gentleman who is now. an A ~~i--tan't Minister 
of the Crown. I am sure tlwt tlw hon. g<'utle­
rnen mnst \Yekon10 an inquil'y SLlrh as I ask 
for because of the many ugly things that 
arc bp]ng sai(l out.-;idP concerning the 
" Golden Casket" generally. 

I want to deal with this qtw·tion under 
the following heads:-

1. The failure of responsible Ministers 
to give satisfactory information to 
the House in conn0ction with com­
r·kints made bv the hon. member 
for \Vynnum an"d other members of 
the Opposition; 

2. The urgent need for an immediate 
inquiry in the intere3t- of our hospi­
tals and certain other public institu­
tions into the affairs of the Qneens­
land " Golden Casket" Art Unions; 

3. Protection of the public; 
4. Refusal to pay prize money to a 

person holding a ticket the number 
of which corre,pondecl with the 
official result slip. 

I first want to deal with the failure of 
Ministers to answer questions that were 
asked in the speeches made by hon. members 
on this side of the House when we were, 
discussing the Estimates for the Home Secre­
tary's Department. The refusal of the 
Minister to giYe any information in this 
regard has aroused a ccrtai n amount of 
suspicion in the community. The hon. mem­
ber for vVynnum made certain accusations 
concerning the " Golden Casket" people, and 
he quoted instance after instance whore fair 
plav had not been extended to those who 
held tickets. The hon. member said-

" I am advised that there have been 
irregularities, and that some men have 
been dismissed consequent on irregularity 
in the direction of altering the number 
of prize-winning tickets that have been 
read out.'' 

The Minister did not correct that statement. 
That was an admission that there had been 
irregularities. Then the hon. member for 
Wynnum also said-

" They did not give prize money to 
those who were entitled to it." 
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That is another statement made, and we 
know what has occurred recently in the 
police court. The hon. member for \Vynnum 
must ha.ve known that something of an 
irre~ular nature was going on, and the 
Mmrster drd not want to let the House 
know that he knew of it. There is some­
thing in that. On another occasion the 
hon. member for \Vynnum said-

" A particular winner happened to be 
present at the drawing and heard his 
number called out, otherwise there would 
ha vc been no discovery." 

Members of this House should be disgusted 
to think t.hat such things as that could happen 
in the "Golden Casket" office. 
. Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: That is absolutely 
mcorrect. 

Mr. CLAYTON: 'l'his statement was made 
and why did the hon. gentleman not deny 
rt at the trme '? 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: 'When was it made? 
Mr. CLAY'l'ON: In this House during 

this session. 
Hou. M. J. KIRWAN: When? 

Mr. CLAYTON: I cannot give the exact 
date, but it was made in the House during 
thrs se•swn. The Ho':le Secretary, in reply­
Ing to the remarks of the hon. member for 
\Vynnum, said that thoro had boon only a few 
cases of irregularity. Ho said the mistakes 
had occurred in putting down the numbers, 
and apparently he is gettinry behind thi> 
irregularity by asserting ih~t it was a 
printer's error. That is a very convenient 
term to use-that these i!'l'cgulari ties are the 
outcome of printer's errol'S. As a result 
of thc·c irregularities llHlnv persons have 
suffered. The disclosures in 'the police court 
recently have shown that the irregularities 
were not a printer's error, but \Yere the result 
of dhcct action on the part of certain 
per,ons to deprive persons \ViiO were rightly 
Ptltitll'd to prizes thw,' lwd \YOfl. The 
Minister also said that he had been informed 
by representatives of the " Golden Casket" 
committee that thoro was no evidence that 
the employees had benet1tPd. \Ve know now 
that t.hey did benefit, and we do not know 
what Is likely to happen in tbc fnturo. There­
foro an inquiry into the conduct of the 
" Golden Casket" is wananted. and I trust 
will be granted bv the Govemment who aro 
controlling this a'rt union. \Yhon the hon. 
member for East Toowoomba asked !he hon. 
gentleman whether he did not think it was 
seYerc to sack men for carelessness the 
Minister said the men were sacked for' gross 
carci~ssness. That \Vas tho reason ho gave 
the House for the action of the committee 
in sacking those men. I think there is need 
for an immediate inquiry 0': ing to the dis· 
covery of fraudulent practices which have 
b0en going on there for some time. It has 
been said that they have been going on since 
" Golden Casket" No. 81. I am going to 
prove that something of a nature which we 
would not expect in a communitv like this 
must have been going on previous to that 
and as far back as " Golden Casket" No. 55, 
which I will deal with later. We must 
realise that, when we have an art union 
conducted as the "Golden Casket" has been 
conducted, there is cause for unrest in the 
community. I can assure the House that 
throughout the length and breadth of Queens­
land there is unrest concerning the wa v in 
which this matter has been conducted. 'The 
average Australian likes a gamble, but he 

likes a fair run for his money, and, if he 
is not being given a fair run for his money, 
he rs suspicious, and rightly so too. There 
is good reason for arguing that an inquiry 
should be held into the'c affairs. 

Gnder the heading of protection to the 
public, I contend that more supenision is 
essential at the " Golden Casket" office. It 
is proved that that is necessary by the fact 
that a new system is going to be adopted 
in the near future. It is essential that we 
should havfl more supervision than we have 
at the present time in the interests of the 
charitable institutions which are benefiting 
bv the " Golden Casket." I contend that 
we are not going to have the public investing 
moneY in the way they 'ue doing in the 
" Golden Casket" unless effective supervision 
is exercised as in other concerns of a si1nilar 
nature. \Ve must protect the investors in 
connection with the " Golden Casket" if we 
are going to aliow it to be run with the 
sanction of the Government. 

I would like to quote what has been going 
on in ihe past concerning these matters. 
We know that in August. 1922, the then 
manager, ~~lr. I-ucas, left suddenly for Sydney 
without the knowledge of the Homo Depart­
ment. Ho did not re,ig-n-he simply left 
without the knowledge of the deparinwnt­
and tho Secretar,v fot· Mines, "ho W!J~ then 
acting as Home Secretary, gave no explana­
tion to the public in regard to the matter. 
The department did not know his where­
abouts a short time after he had left Queens­
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\li:-;'ES : I gave a full 
explanation. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman did 
not give a full explanation. Other reports 
on the matter differed from the explanation 
which the hon. gentleman made here. and I 
think that at the time the hon. gentleman 
was about as conversant wit.h tho " Golden 
Cnskef' as the T-IomP Srcreh:tr\7 v.n::;; \':hen 
the hon. member for Wvnnum a,lwd his ques­
tion. Th<e hon. gentle~nan was only acting 
as Homo Secretary at the time, and I do 
not think ho knew verv much of what was 
going on at the time.' I am sure that, if 
the hon. gentleman had thought that any­
thing of a fra udnlent nature was going on, 
he would have been one of the first to stop 
it. After l\lr. Lucas's departure from Queens­
land the Auditor-General's report came out, 
in which this statement appears-

"' GoLDEN CAsKET' ART Uxwx. 
" An amount of £265 12s. was stolen 

during the year under review. Investi· 
gations were made by detectives attached 
to the Criminal Investigation Branch of 
the Police Department, but no arrest 
\vas made." 

I thmk that inquiry was needed at that time, 
but there were no arrests or prosecutions 
of any descriptions, and the matter was 
allowed tD go by default. It is rather strange 
that this should come out in the Auditor­
General's report after what I have said about 
the absence of the manager from the State. 

An »rticlo appea·red m thP Brisbane 
" Telegraph" on 23rd February, 1922. 
which I shall read to the House-

" THE 'GoLDEN CASKET.' 

"WINNERS' CHEQUES WITHHELD. 
"Alleged Admini$/ratirc Friction. 
"At the ' Golden Casket' head office 

this morning a returned soldier pre­
sented the winning ticket of the se,,ond 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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prize in a 'recent casket. He stated 
that he was armed with authority to 
arcC'pt deliv&ry of the prize, but after a 
Flight delay he was informed that the 
prize could not be handed over, as no 
cheques were being drawn. 

" Further inquiries elicited the infor­
mation that, although the small prjzc3 
were being paid in cash, the large !1rJzes 
which arc paid by cheque-usually 
signed by Mrs. Thcodoro and Mr. 
Archer Lucas, the manage-r-were being 
withheld. 

" Pressed for a reason for this extra­
ordinary state of aiTairs, Mr. Lucas 
absolutely declined to discuss the situa­
tion. 

" 'Is it true,' asked a 'T'elograph' 
reporter, ' that thoro is friction bet\YO<'n 
certain persons ronnect<'d with the 
administration of the Casket? ' 

" ' I must positi,·ely decline to discuss 
the matter,' repeated J\fr. Lucas. 

"Further inquiries into tho cause of 
the apparent deadlock oYer the payment 
of the larger Casket prizes, however, 
elicited the information that those 
\vhoso narncs arc generall;· prorninent in 
connection with the sweep have not for 
some time at least been a happy family. 

"Allegations have been made of 
attempts- at un~!ue i:r1tcrfercnce in con­
nection \vith the offico administration 
and filling of vacancies, and other 
administratiYe matters." 

There you have political interference eYen 
with the "Golden Casket." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Do you 
not think you are going into ancient 
history? 

Mr. CLAYTON: The article continues-
" These a,re said to have become so 

unbearable that a determined stand has 
been taken at the Casket headquarters. 
and. it is asserted, a plain report has 
been furnished to the Minister, review­
ing the whole position. Relations have 
become so strained that the deadlock 
has occurrod. Until the difficulty is ov<er­
come-in other words, until the cheques 
are signed-the winners are waiting for 
their money." 

I would like to seo hon. members opposite 
if a bookmaker on a racecourse did not pay 
up "'chen they were waiting for their n?.:JiJey. 
(Laughter.) There would be some trouble 
then, and the "Telegraph " would have to 
put up bigger headlin••s tha,n it used about 
the "Golden Casket." The article con­
cludes-

" M'r. M. J. Kirwan, M.L,A., when 
informed of the position in regard to 
the cheques, said: 'It's the ftrst I've 
heard of it! ' He declined to discuss 
the situation." 

That has been the attitude all along. When 
any hon. member has referred in this 
House to the way in which the " Golden 
Casket" is being run, Ministers have said 
that that is the first thev have he-ard of it. 
or that thev know verv" little about it. T 
am inclined" to think they do not want to 
know much about it. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Where did you get 
those clippings f.rom? 

[Mr.. Clayton. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman has 
got so many clippings that, if I had 
"pinehPd" them out of his room, he would 
not miss ihem. (Laughter.) Let me read 
tJO\\' an artielc which appeared in the 
" Daily Mail " of 22nd August, 1922-

" Discussing- the ' Golden Casket ' 
y<'sterday, the Acting Homo Secretary 
(~1r. Joncs) said that the manager (11r. 
A. Lucas) harl presented a medical 
cP·rtifLctHE', in vvhich, in Yiew of th~~ state 
of his health, three months' rest was 
ach-ised by the doctor, Mr, Lucas had 
appiied for thr{'(' months' JcaYe, hut as 

nwcting- of the committee of the 
'Golden Casket' could not be called 
1n time he g·ranted tho manager 
tempotttry leave of a w0ek pending 
mnsickration of ihP application for 
the i bree months' term. ~ir. Lucas 
had not resumed duty at the end of his 
week's leave. Howevf"r, it \Vas known 
that he was in Sydney, and talked nf 
takin~ an overseas trip to recover his 
health. This led Mr. Jones to the belief 
that he had decided T_D relinquish hi 
position. 

" ' I wish to make it perfectly clear,' 
said the Minister, 'that there is nothing­
wrong with the funds at the Casket 
office. An audit disclosed that eYerY­
thin<r was in order. ~Ir. Luca_s, in fa;t, 
tcld- me he woulrl wait till the comple­
tion of that audit.' " 

13ut \Vht:-:r. th0 Andttor-General cam~ along 
h make the audit lw s.1ici that £265 '::!ad 
been stokn from tho " Golden Casket" 
funds. That is v-ery peculiar, considering 
the statement made by the Minister for 
2\Iines. who was Acting Home Secretary 
at the time. 

Coming a little further on, we reach what 
happened in the police court last Friday. 

A re!Jert appearing in the Press under the 
heading "Numbers altered" states:-

"It transpired that since January last, 
Nolan and Lindsay had purchased large 
quantii ies of tickets in the various cas­
kets. and always from the one depot. 
High numbers were always asked for, and 
numbc>rs containing, if possible, the num­
bers one, six, and nine. these numbers 
being the most easily altered. Either on 
the wav back to the office or at 
the office after the drawing, the num­
bers were altered to correspond with 
the numbers of 'tickets held by 
defendants. In all, they obtained 10 
prizes. The first prize they manipulated 
was a £40 one in No. 81; then followed 
£100 in :No. 82: £100 and £5 in No. 84; 
£10 in No. 86; £20 in No. 87; £40 
in No. 88; and £50 in No. 92. 

"'The casket authorities,' said Mr. 
Head, did not helievc that it was pos­
sible to manipulate the figures in that 
\.\'ay.'" 

There vou have the statement that thE' 
manipulation first occurred in connedwn 
with a £40 prize in No. 81 "Golden Cas­
ket." If thev have been clever enough to 
maninubte the figures sinee then, probably 
investio-ation will prove that prior to No. 81 
" Golii~n Ca~k.Pt" everything- w.as not con­
ducted on straight lines. Inspector Head 
said:-

" The ('asket Committee had ~ince 
paid in full to those who had suffered 
through the manipulation of the figures." 
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I would now like to deal with the case that 
1Jas been brought under my notice. Although 
Inspector Head states that these practice3 
nave started onlv since the No. 81 "Golden 
Ca,ket," I am inclined to think, or I have 
certain suspicion, that in the :::-.Jo. 55 "Gol· 
den Casket'' e1·erything was not fair and 
aboveboard. 

Hon. ::\1. J. KIRWA:\: Let us have all the 
facts. 

The ro1IE SECRETARY: The hon. gentle· 
n.wn 211 id he had certain proof in his po,-::ses-
S!Ofl. 

lvfr. CLA YTO::\': I received this letter on 
23rd Scptqnbcr-

" Dear ::\Ir. Clayton, 
'' .EncJc, .... · d I arn sending you a tickf't 

and resnlt slip of '' Gol:l0n Caske:t" 
drawing·. The tickc~t is in my daughi:cr"s 
name. X-.- ou \Yill 'l(J £11)i.J.~Jt rc:rnc,mbpr thP 
Dccasion •shen this incident occurred, and 
on account of recent actions, both inside 
and out of the House, I thought it might 
be achisable to send it on to vou to make 
what nsc voE liked \Yith ;L I rea.d 
where ::\Ir. ·J(irwan stated in the House 
thaL t11e Casket ueopl~ only pf~:id pnze.:; 
on official result slips." 

Does the hon. gentleman stand up to that 
statement now 1 The letter continues-

" You might get him to see that t~Je 
ticket enclosed is IHtid-tha t is, if he 
stands to his word-or else explain to 
tlw public the reason why a result s1ip 
is pnbli:;hcd and the prize nun1ber i~ not 
paid." 

Hon. ::\1. J. lCIRWA};': Why ciid he rear 
<:>omo and ask for it like a man? 

Mr. CLAYTON: I am asking for an in­
quiry into all these matters. I am not here 
pleac:liug for this one individual, but I am 
pleading for th~ inyesting public of Queens­
land. 

Mr. WEIR: \Yho signed that letter' 

Mr. CLAYTO::\': The ticket is headed-
" Q;wensl,~nd Golden Casket Xo. 55 

Art tmon. 

It has tlw imprint "Golden Casket, Queens­
land GoY€'rnnH'nt guarantee." The nun1ber 
of thi< tickci is 43953, and the number on 
the nffi~ial result slip is also 43953. This 
person. \Yhcn he obtained his paper in the 
morning·. peruserl the list of £100 prizes aut! 
·comparerl his tick<>t \Vith those numbers, and 
found that he had won a £100 prize. One 
of the "Golden Ca,.ket" agents in ::\lary. 
br,rough v. a:; pRying c:1sh to the prize 'vin­
ners. and 1 his prizo winner took his ticket 
to the agent anci compared it with the offi­
cial rcst·lt slip that had been received by 
that agent, who found that the numbers cor· 
responded. and the agent paid over the £100 
to tho prize winner. The agent then took 
the ticket to the CommDmvea!th Bank in 
::\laryborough. Ho first st tmped the ticket 
and ,,-rote rt>.3ro~s it in red ink-

" \Yimwr of £100 prize as per result 
slip a ttachcd." 

That ticket ,., as then forw,udecl to the Bris­
bane head office for collection. 

I10.30 a.m.] After ·it, had arrived at Brisbane 
a iPlegi'aln was received by the 

agent from the " Golden Casket" office 
i1;forn1ing hin1 that a printe1·'s error had oc~ 
curro·d in the official result slip. 

:Mr. FRY: ·what? 

1924-1 I 

Mr. CLAYTON: That a printer's error 
had occurred in the official result slip. The 
agent wa.« a friend of the person who drew 
the prim, and was on friendly terms with 
him. He met the man to whom he had 
hande-d the prize and he returned the ticket 
to him. On the ticket being returned the 
following endor;omont appeared on the back 
of it-

" ' Golden Casket' office advise results 
show printer's error for this numbPr. 

.The correct number should be 43593. The 
holder of this ticket has boon advised." 

Payment of the money was therefore refused 
b:,• the " Golden Ca ·ket " office. The Assist­
ant ::\1inister has declared that prizes were 
paid on the official result slip. I have the 
ticket and t.ho official result slip here in my 
pcssossion, and, as the numbers for £100 
prize correspond. I want to see that this per­
.oon is not don<l out of this prize of £100. 
The ticket and result slip show that the 
mvnor of the ticket is entitled to that prize. 

::\IJ-. PoLLOOK : Arc they putting you on a 
cut? 

Mr. CLAYTO::\': I will '"hack it with you, 
if they clo. (Laughter.) \Vhen I moved this 
motion, I said that I would produce irre­
fnto ble prnof that this pNson was entitled 
to this prize money. I trust that now that 
the matter has be0n ventilated the authori­
ties will see that this prize money is paid. 
I do Jeot intend to sneak any long-er just 
now, as I understand that I have a rig-ht to 
rq1l;>·. I will conclude with the demand that 
a'l offici" 1 inquirv should he made into th.e 
affairs of the "Golden Casket." 

OPPORITIOX ME:I'BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGA:K (lfuri1Ta): I desire to 
second this· motion moved by the hon. member 
for \Yido Bav. I c•_'rtainlv think he has 
shmYn that h:, possesses sufficient proof to 
justify a public inqniry being held into the 
monageiPcnt gcn0rrrllv of the " Gold0n Cas­
ket." Not onlv has. ho furnished sufficient 
nroof. but we k.no\v from what has hanponed 
in the pqst that things haYe not b<·"n con· 
ductcd in the " Golden Casket" office as 
clean],· as they ought to be. 

The SECRETARY roR PFBLJC LINDS: That is 
a \Yl'Oll"' statement to make. I can make the 
, ~me ~t'a!:cmcnt nhont :vour Private affairs. 
You have no e,-;denco to support that state· 
rnent. 

:\Ir. ::\[ORG~'\.::\: It has been proved in thB 
police f'Onrt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBL!C LANDS : It has 
not. Do von mean to sav that the nosition of 
n bark is l1ad herause. some of its officers 
La ye born senter'ced for embezzlement? 

:':Ir. iYEJR: They are on!:: cock-and-bull 
ynrns. 

:\h. :\10RG.\N: The recent prosecutiDns 
in tlw nolic:e court sho•Y that the svstem of 
n1~u1P orc111C'nt ;,.ya!' ~o lax that two ffien were 
canahlc of conspiring together to divert 
prizrs frorn ,~toing to the rightful nersons. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC L.I:\DS : Do ycu 
kno'i\' ho'' manv offiria1~ of banks in Queens­
land w<·re pros~cuted last year for embezzle­
ment? 

\,fr. PRY : \Vhy do the 11inisters defend 
thLW people? 

::\1r. IVEIR: \Yho is speaking? 
Mr. FRY: Why is the Govcmrnent sticking 

up for them? 

M1·. Morgan.] 
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2\llr. MORGA:'\: I ought to be allowed to 
n1ake my :-pccch in rny own vvay, and I do 
LOt think I should be subjected to this inter­
ruption by the Secrf'tary fer Public Lands. 
If he wants to defend the "Golden Casket," 
he 'vill have an opportunity of doing so at 
a }at- r ~tage. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc-BLIC LAKDS : It 1s 
pure pnrty criticism. 

::\Ir. l\IORGA:::\: \Ye mu t all admit that 
the " Goklcn Casket" cannot be too cleanly 
conducted. It ~hould be above suspicion, 
and people wl10 put their money into it 
should have the knowledge that everyone 
who invests in a ticket will have an equal 
chance of winning. H has been proved that 
is not so. To n1_v mind it has been C'onvinc­
ingl.v prcvcd. The ::\Iinister cannot deny 
the fad that the numbers ol tickets have been 
altered by twc men who wNe prcsecuted last 
week. 

The SEORET.\RY FOR Pc-BL!O LAKDS: No one 
has suffered. 

:Mr. M ORGAN: These men adopted a very 
cl<ower svstem of fraud. and succeedPd for 
6ome time in defrauding people who put 
their money into the " Golden Casket." 

The SECRETARY FOR PccBLIO LANDS: The 
people got their prizes. 

:\fr. :\IORGA::--J: A number got their 
prizes when the.v discovered thcv were entitled 
to them, but there mav have been hundreds 
of casFs iu which peopie drew £5, £10, £20, 
or £50. and who, when looking over the 
result slip, did not discover their numbers 
amongst the prize winners and they know 
nothing at all about the fact that they had 
won prir.es. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: That makes no 
difference. They get the money just the 
same. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: The 
same thing has happened with banks. 

Mr. M ORGAN: There is no reason why we 
should continu<' a SYstem of fraud after it 
has b?en proved to e~ist. Mention was made 
bv the hon. member for \Vide Bav in con­
nec-tion "ith the late manager of the'" Golden 
Cask<>~.'' Mr. Lucas. how he di>anpeared, and 
how he d0fraurlod tho " Gold on Casket." 

Hon. :\-I. ,J. KIRWAK: :Ko. Don't make 
statements like that. 

Mr. ::\IOHGAN': Whllt happened? 
Hon. :\I. J. KIRWAN: \Yhat did happen? 

1\Ir. ::\IORGA"\": \Ye know that the whole 
thing- wa::; hu;.;hcd up. 

lion. M. J. KIRWAX: It was not hushed 
up. 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: EYcrvbodv in the street 
kno'" that the matter wos hu-hcd up. 

Tlw SECRETIRY FOR PuBLIc L.INDS: That is 
n rL,libc-ratc li('. 

:\Ir. 1\!IORGA:K: It "'"' "·ell known for 
some time L,v i he man in the street that that 
p0r~on £tnt awn-::- ·with a lot of n1onev fr-on1 
the " Golden Ca~kct." ~ 

Hon. :VI. .T. KIRW.\N: That is not true, and 
you kno,,r it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
a dclibcrat.' lie. 

Ho:-~. \Y. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Mr. 
Srcaker, I rise to a point of order. Is the 
Secl·o'tary for Public Lands in order in siatin<; 

[lJJr. lJiorgan. 

that the hon. member for ::\Iurilla has tolc1 
a deJil,erate lie? 

ThC' SEcRET.\HY FOR Punuc LA::--;-ns : I say 
that lw dated a deliberate lie. 

The SPEAKER : Order ' Tile hon. gentle­
man knows that his stat 'rnent is not in order, 
and I ask hin1 to withdnnv the r0rnark. 

Th) 8-ECRETAllY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
defcre: cc• lo parliamenbuy procedure, 
Vfithdra\Y. 

In 
I 

::\lr. :\IORGAN (1Iurii/a): I do not want 
to i'(ct excited in talking to the hon. gentlo­
Inau. I \Vant to rernain as cool as I can. I 
intend to make m.v spe2ch in my own way. 
\Vhen I am out of order I ex!-,ect the Speaker 
to ea ll me to order, and not the Secreta-ry 
fol' Public Lands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: In spite· 
of the humiliation of having to withdraw, l 
w1ll always say that if you conti11ue the 
off "11Ce. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:\h. ::\lORGA:'\: Yes, :md the hon. gentle­
man will have to withdraw his words. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

:\lr. MORGAX: There seems to be an 
organised attempt on the part of hon. mem­
bers of th~ Government to trv and hush this 
matter np. Evidently they do not want it 
to be made public. An endeavour was made, 
before this motion came before the Hcuso, to 
tr,· and preYent the matter being Yentilated. 
I am pleased to know that the hon. member 
who brought the matter forward refused 
absolutel.v to listen to any arguments ad­
n.nced to him for the purpow of hushing 
the matt2r up. 

GoYernment interjections. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:\Ir. J\IOHGA:K: I think the hen. member 
for \Yide Bay performed a public duty when 
lw refused to giYc that ticl~et oyen to the 
l'nw. until the matter was tlrst of all debated 
in tL·' House. The hon. member has shown 
that thrre has been gro~.,:., careless11ess on the 
p·~ rt of those rnanaging the " Golclen C'af3kct." 
I shall enclcaYour to proy' that there has 
1JC>rn gro:;:s carelessness in regard to this 
ticket. 

Gc•nerallY tlw s· stem is- and I kno\Y a little 
bit about it~that \Yhen a manuscript is sent 
to the prin1t~r io Le prini...f'd, the' proof reader 
in the printing office ro,•cls the printed docu· 
ment and another person checks that reading 
with the n1n.nt:.:-1eript, rending one to tho· 
ether. It is almost, impossible for a mistake 
to occur undf'r that system of checking. 
Supposing a n1istnkc ~:hould ~ccur and that 
it c·scaped the proof re:der, when the official 
slip i~ ~('Dt to the manager he ~hould con1-
pnr• that with the manuscript sent to th 0 

printers. There should be a donble com­
parison. The matter should not be entrusted 
only to the printer, thns enabling the n1anagcr 
to MY en•nhally that a printer's error 
occurrc \. It is the duty of the manager lo 
s00 thHt, b0fore the official clccunwnt leayes 
hi' offi~c, it is comnarerl with the manu, 
script document which is in his charge 
The Inan~,>:cript containing the numbers 
shonld not ha Ye been allo•.,·ed cut of the 
po«sesqion of tbe manager so that it 
could not haYC been altered or muti­
lated in anv wa·.-. H was stated in 
the case that" was brought before the police 
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court that two employees took the manu­
script containing the winning nurnbers frmn 
tho place where the official drawing was helcl 
to tbc office of the " Golden Casket," and 
that during the journey the numbers were 
evidently altero<j. Does not that show that 
gross carel_'S>lH''"S has occurred~ and that too 
much ro!ialJCe is placed on the em­
plo:vc('s--and 0n1ployees who were not 
v, r_v highly paid? Immediately the draw­
ing took place and the numbers on 
the manuscript are compa1-2d with the nunl­
bers on the marbles drawn, that manuscript 
Rhould be placed in the possession of a man 
holding a rnore responsible position tha:-1 
that of an crdinar_v cleric It was proved that, 
although one of the men connected with th,, 
misappropriation had been sentenced pre­
viously for some offence, he was holding an 
important pm,ition, which shows that there 
had been carclecsness in the s0lection of 
Jbc men 0rnployed in the office. 'The 
" Golden Casket'' shonld be above reproach, 
and no person should be eng·aged in a respon­
sible po.ition in that office unless his 
character is well known. 

The Ho:~m SECRETARY: His character was 
"ell known. Do you say that because he had 
served a seutcnce he should not be employed 
ag-ain? 

:\lr. :v10RGAC'\: Men who have served " 
sentence for embezzlement and such offences 
should not be employed in poc.itions which 
carry responsibility. I am not going to say 
that these men wl>ro not entitled to work, and 
that thcv will not he <'ntitlcd to work after 
they ha.ve served their present sentences; 
but they should obtain work whore the respon­
'ihility is not great and where they will not 
haYo an cpportunity of misappropriating 
mane.~, fo1· tlwir own pm-poses. Although the 
" Golden Gasket" has only been running for 
a short m1m b0r of years this is not the first 
orcasion on which money has been misap­
propriated by employees of the " Golden 
Casket!' l would like the Mini,.tcr, when 
ho repli 'S, lo go fully into what happened 
with respect to :Yir. Lucas. 

Hon. :vi. J. KIRWAN: What happened? 

Mr. ::\IORGAX: 'The whole point is this-­

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You do not know. 
You wonld say anything. 

Mr. ::\IOHGA:.J: We want to know. 'The 
"-hole thing \vas obscured, just as the Minister 
endeavoured to smooth the prc ,ont matter 
o\·or. vYhc-n th0 matter was raisc'cl in the 
IImEe h:y the hon. member for \Yvnnnm, the 
::\Tini,,ter tried to hide what ac'tuallv harl 
occurred, and it \Yas onl.~T bccau3c of the per~ 
SC\"cra"c·e of th' hon. moncber for \Yvnnum 
thr:t OYPI;tuallv we discoYered \\hat~ rcallv 
h1d h:·ppcnctl. \Ve do not know even :vet 
lhe I:dl alPO'Jllt that has been mi~appropriatccl 
h- officials ccnncct 'cl with the "Golden 
C,1·~k -t" art u11ion. 

Tion. :\I. J. KrRWAli: 'That rs a reflection 
on 1hc Auditor-General. 

Mr. :VIORG \::'\: It is not. Wh'; did not 
th0 Auditor-G(1 llcral discoyer the mistake . ..;, 
if it is clutv to do so: It is ridiculous to 
sa v it a rdlcction ou the Audito:--Goncral. 
\Yhen it was cli ,cowed that )Ir. Lucas had 
left Qut ens] and and that a certain mount vf 
n1oney \V:ls rn]r,~ir g--

Tlw SECRET\HY FOP. Pl:BLIC L.\NDS: That is 
''rung. 

~\rr. 110HGA:\": It \vas cotnn1onlv stated in 
the street- that Mr. Lucas had a's:: stem by 

which ho misappropriated to his own use 
pl'izo monev which had not been claime<l' 
for a ccrta,in period. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Ah! 

Mr. MOHGAN: It is all very well for the· 
~/Iinistcr to say, ''Ah !'' 

Hon. M. J. Km WAX : It is another reflec­
tion on the Auditor-General. If you make 
those statements you should prove them. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is quite possible thao 
a number of tickets may be torn up. People 
who buy tickets pnt them in their pockets 
and do not trouble much about them, and it 
rna\< be possible that a great number ef 
tickets which are lost may have gained a 
small prize. I am not saying that it is goin;;, 
to be possible to draw a fir•,t, second, or third 
prito, or _ ven a £100 prize, \vithout the prize 
being claimed; but it is quite possible that 
a great nurnber of rnissing tickets n1ay havG 
drawn a .£20 or a .£30 prize, as the case 
may be. 

The. I;Im!E SECRETARY: All that money will 
be pa1n. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I will admit that there 
has boon a big improvement of late, but it 
has been generally stated in the street by 
those who are supposed to kno\v that one of 
the ways Mr. Lucas had of obtaining: 
money from the " Golden Casket" funds was 
that, when tickets for unclaimed prizes did: 
not 1'omo in nntil after a certain time, he was 
able to retain the money. Does the Minister 
refute that? 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: I say deliberately 
that there is no foundation for your state­
nlcnt. 

1\Ir. MORGA::'--r: I wish to refer to a certain, 
question which was ~econtly asked by the· 
hon. member for \Vynnum. 

'l'he SPEAKEH: Order ! 'The hon. member· 
is not in order in quoting fron1 " Hansard" 
of this session. 

Mr. MORGAN: In replying to a question 
which the hon. member for \Vynnum recently 
;ukecl, the Home Secretary stated that the 
officers who had been di5missed were dis­
missed for carele:-:".uess in connection 'vith 
the " Golden Casket" office 1nanagmncnt and 
work; yet we fmd that only in this morning's 
" -Votes and. Proceedings." in reply to a ques­
tion ask0d by the hon. member for \Vynnum, 
the Mini le;- "tates that no one up to the 
prl'Si'Ilt time has been dismissed for careless­
ncs·, The two replies ginm do not correspond· 
with each other. 'The 1\Tinister. when he 
\Ya~ spcuking in cornll ~-tion witll this par­
ticular maltl'r, led the House to belioYe that 
se n•ral offic(•r::; V.'crc d-i~rnls:;cd for t.ar7le~s­
llt""~. anJ now in rcpl v to a question asked 
vcslndav h'c tells us ·that no orp has been 
~li.~nli:;,_ .. _·d frorn the "Golden Cask:,t" office 
for ( ~tr .. Jrs-llC:3S. \Vhat i~ the id( u in trying 
to hdc tlti.o matter? The Minist<'l' should 

PL ,Jl1Jl' th-• fact that people \Yho are not 
J'( ceiYing ih·-, rnoncv to \vhich thev are entitltd 
are cornin.g fonvar~l, and he shotlld endeavour 
lo hdp those peorlc to clear up anything 
1 bat Js not correc-t an cl proper. Ilo shou!d 
11ot get annoyPd ,,·hen hon. rncmbcrs on this 
side r~li:::._, the importa.11t quc.~tion that cvory­
thjng is not as cL r111 as it shoulcl be ill 

r-~'-pcct of the ';Golden Ca~kct" dra\vings. 
I am not p;oirg to cay that the Assistant 
}Iini"t ~r w·ho hus been attending those dravv­
ing for sonJC' considerable tirne is in any 
\\-ay r!?::;;.ponsible. So far as h:;- can see everY­
thing is cLan and aboveboard, but the people· 

Jl!r. :VI nrgnn.] 
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who are connected with it have CYidently 
been able to institute a system cleverly 
thoursht out and succe<~sful(y worked, by 
which they have been able to get the money 
.of people who are entitled to prizes in the 
" Golden Casket." 

Hon. M. J. KIRW\X: Did you ever hear 
.of a bank being taken down? 

1\>L·. ~I ORGAN: I have heard of a great 
many institutions being taken down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I have 
heard of the hon. member for Murilla being 
taken down. 

::Y1r. MORGAN: Yes, and the hon. gentle­
man himself has been tak"n down; but this 
is different altog·cthcr from a bank or any 
·other institution. It is something which the 
people must believe to be above suspicion. 
'The system should be so thoroughly <•ffecti ·;e 
·that it would be impossible for any individual 
to rob the " Golden Gasket" of a shilling. 
'fhis is the point I want to make: that we are 
out to try to improve the position. Some hon. 
members mav want to abolish the "Golden 
Casket" altogether, but I am not one of 
them. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: Don't sa1· that after 
. sour speech this n1orning. · 

1\>lr. 1IORGAX: I am out to try to create 
.confidence in it. The hon. gentleman is 
Bvidently out to hide the dishonest practices 
that are occurring in connection with it. 
He do('o not want to see matters ventilated. 
He wants to keep people in the dark. 

Hon. M. J. Kr~rWAX: Untrue. 

Mr. MORGAN: \Ye are out to give them 
the information they are desirous of having. 
Vie are out-owing to the fact that we can 
prove that certain svsten1s have been at 
work for defrauding· people out of their 
.money-to get the :Minister to institute an 
-~~~u~ry, n?t onl~,., into the .drawing of t~e 

GoJdcn Casket, but also mto the wav m 
·which the numbl•rs are put down and circu­
lated to the people who subscribe. \Ye are 
out to purify it, to try to make it better 
than it is, and to endeavour to do awav with 
the loopholes through which people y;h.o sub­

·senbe can be robbed. So lonp,- as we aro 
allowed to send our money to " Tattcrsall':i," 
1n Tasmani·a, and so lono· as art unions are 
permitted in other Stat~. then I bPlievc­
and I speak for mvself~that it would be 
wrong to do away with the "Golden Casket'' 
dtog:ether. \Ve wish to giYe "''istanc'• to 
hospitals and charitable institutions. I have 
not taken many tickets in it-I do not know 
whcn:>er I have b~en interested iu three 
tickets. in my life-but the point I want to 
make 1s that. so long ;ts art unions are in 
vogu0 in different parts of Austra I ia to 
which people send their money out of 
Que-ensland. ''Ye are jn~tified in conducting 
the "Golden Casket" for the benefit of 
thost' institntions which r~re in ne( d of monev. 
But we arc also justified in seeing that it 'is 
so conducted that no robberies can occur. 
that funds cannot be misappropriated, and 
11 has bc0n prm·ccl-and the Minister cannot 
dcn,v it~in connection with an irstitutio11 
which has b?cn in vogue for only a few 
?Cars a considerable an1ount of n1onev has 
been stolen. · 

Hon. M. J. KmY AX: 'What do vou mean 
b} " a considerable amount" ? · 

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman will 
be able to tell us. The fact is that two men 

[M?-. lliorgan. 

are already in gaol, and we do not know 
how many others should be in gaol. (Oppo­
Sition laughter.) That is the whole point at 
Issue. \Ve know that two <trc already in 
g~ol,. and poss•_bly o_thers should be in gaoL 
I: th1s deba~e 1s gm_ng to clean matters up, 
and bn ng m a different system for 1 

benefit of those people who subscribe so 
",_hat everybody vvhose number goe3 into' the 
l:ox has the same chance of winn'ng it 
will_ have done some good. It can,not be 
demed _that there. is something very nnL·h 
wrong m co:mecbon w1th the ticket which 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay possesses. 

::Ylr. POLLOCK: \Yhat is wrong? 

Mr. ::\IORGAK: A nerson with a ticket is 
informed by the official slip that he is 
entitled to a pnze of £100. It is paid over, 
and eventually he is asked to refund the 
money, and the only excuse that is g·iven is 
that a printer's error occurred. 

::\lr, FARRELL: The £100 was paid to the 
real ·winner. 

.Mr. M ORGAN: According to the official 
shp 1ssncd by the_" Golden Casket" manage­
niPnt. the real wmner has not obtained his 
£100. He did obtain it, but refunded it . 
The point I '!utke is that, if an official slip 
IJ sent out \Ylth a \Yrong num her on it the 
1nanagcn1cnt is not as it shoul cl be. To :-<u v 
~he least of it, it shows gross ca-relessness. :ft 
1s ail very "·ell to say that a printer's error 
occurred. I admit that is pos"iblc for that 
to occur, but no official slip should be allowed 
to leave the office until the mana~er himself 
has gone over the list with s"ome other 
responsible official and seen that the 
nun1bers on it correspond with the manuscript 
document. 

0PPOSITro;:;; J',1E1TBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ::\IORGAN: It shows that the manage­
ment 1s not even up-to-date. It shows that 
gross carelessness occurs. I am not blaming 
a clerk or an md!v!dual; I blame the manage­
ment generally, because no official slip 
should go out of the office until it is abso­
lutely proved that the numbers are correct 
and that a printer's error has not occurred. 
\Ye, know ve17 \le)l th,at many things are 
attributed to .a prmter s error. \Ve know 
that sometimes members of Parliament find 
af~cr they have delivered a speech that a 
mistake hCLs been made, and they attribute 
it to a. printer's error. Printer's errors may 
orcv.r In a mcrnher,s speech and in many 
other things, but I fail to see why there 
should be printer's errors under a properly 
conducted system in connection with the 
"Golden Casket," more especially in con­
nection with the official result slip. The drawer 
of the ticket in question is entitled to a 
prize of £100, because the number on his 
ticket corresponded with the number on the 
oflicial result slip. No one can deny that 
he 1s entitled to £100, and should get £100. 
I am not conc:,rned so much about whether he 
gets the £100 or not, but what I am con­
cerned about is, ns_has been proved by the 
hon. member for W 1de Bav, that gross C'are­
le-ssncsa has occurred in is-:uinO' the official 
result slip, and O\'<'ing to which carelessness 
this person has been depriYed of £100. The 
time is now ripe for a public inqnirv to be 
held inio t.he general conduct of the ""Golden 
Casket" Art Union. 

Mr. POLLOC~( (Gre[!ory): Since the hon. 
member for W1de Bay gave notice of his 
motwn yesterday I have taken the trouble 
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to look up the Maryborough "Alert" of 20th 
October, 1922, which published t.he happening 
at the time it occurred. 'rhe hon. gentleman 
has moved-

" That an urgent necessity exists, in 
the interests of the public and hospitals, 
and certain other public institutions, for 
an immediate and searching inquiry into 
the affairs of the Queensland ' Golden 
Casket' ~\rt ·cnion." 

[ do not want to imp~te improper motives 
to anybody, but my opinion is that this 
motion has not been moved "in the interests 
of the hospitals," and it has not been .moved 
"in the interests of the public," because, 
if hon. members know anything about the 
" Golden Casket" they know that the Go. 
vernment get nothing out of it, and the com­
mitt.ce get nothing out of it, except that the 
manager receives his salary, and the employees 
receive their salaries-and I hope they earn 
them-and there is nothing to be gained 
from the " Golden Casket" by anybody 
excepting the hospitals. How can it be "in 
the interests of the hospitals" to move a 
motion which can only have, as its object, 
the die-crediting of the "Golden Casket," 
the withdrawal of sub,criptions from the 
"Golden Casket," and consequently a iocs to 
the ho;pitals of the money that they would 
otherwise get? 

An OPPOSITION MEoiBER: That is a very poor 
argument. 

:'~fr. POLLOCK: How can it be " in the 
interest-s of the hospitals"? 

Mr. VowLES: The mone'" should be giyen 
direct. • 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: Nobody has anything to 
gain by having the "Golden Casket" 
unfairly conducted. The worst that has 
happened is that two employees devised a 
scheme, unknown to the committee. whereby 
they defrauded the committee of a certain 
sum of money, for which they were punished 
by being sentenced the other day. No benefit 
can be obtained from having a dishonestly 
conducted " Golden Casket." If the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay had hken the right 
cour··e, he would long ago have taken the 
matter to the committee and heard their 
explanation first, and, if he ha;:! done that, 
he \\'Ould not have brought the matter up 
in this House. 

:Mr. Cr.AYT0:-1: The owner took the ticket 
there, but he was refused payment. 

l\Ir. POLLOCK : If the owner took the 
ticket there, he knew very well what 
happened. 

Mr. CLAYTO"l: He was refused the money. 
[11 a.m.j 
1\lr. POLLOCK: The hon. member knew 

that there v, as 100 dishonest·.o in this matter. 
Nothing c~n be g"med by the motion except 
an cnde1.vour to withdraw &upport from 
the "Golden Casket." The man ''ho has 
that as his object is no fri0nd of the hespibls 
of Queensland. 

GovEmDIEKT JYI~~LBERS: Ilcar, hear! 

:Mr. POLLOCK: I cannot see anY rea con 
for dishonesty among the officials, of the 
"Go1Jcn C'askct." or how anvone could 
gain by f 1ch pra<:ticc3 exreptirlg the dis­
honest employe'. The Government, the com­
mittee. ancl tht~ n1anager rou1d not gain 
anythir,g. The employceq who practised the 
d<•Cej)ti-on \Ycre discovered and hrrYe been 
pnnie-hed. The committee obviouslv on tho 
dist ,)\"cry of thoJ dishonp," ty took so':mc steps 

tn devise a 'Schen1e to a Yoir1 the recurrence 
of similar Jishoneoty in the future. J\'o one 
knows better than hon. members opposite· 
that the committee would do that straight 
away. \Yhat object would the committee 
have in not doing so' What object would 
the manager have? If he were proved dis· 
hon,38t or of cotmtcnancing dishonesty Ire 
would lose his job. What object would the 
Government have? If the hon. member for 
\Vide Bay thought this matter over for two 
minutes, he would sec that no object would 
be gained in coming into the House with 
this motion. The ::'IJ:aryborough " Alert" of 
20th October, 1922, had this to say on the 
matter-

"~.'\.. syndicate of young ladies at Fin­
nev's took a ticket in the ' Golden Cas· 
kot.' According to the local daily and. 
the Brisbane evening Pres,, __ , 

I want hon. members to note that-
" their ticket (No. 43593) drew a £10(} 
cash prize, and they were naturally as 
excited as a cage-full of frightened 
finches. \Vell-yon know-you never 
know. \Vhen the official results came 
through the lucky number was found to 
be 43953." 

That i·s merely a transposition of numbers. 
0PPOSITIO"l ME;\JBERS: That is wrong. 
Mr. J\'oTT: You have struck a marc's nest 

this time. 
Mr. POLLOCK : Hon. members wanted· 

the information, and I have given it to them, 

The article proceeds-
" sD the s:vndicate got 'vhat Harry Lauder 
put. in the collection-box. 'Then theY" 
wer,; as se cl and subdued as a cage-full of 
sick bluevs. And no wonder ! They 
could be, excused if they joined the 
Society for Getting D- Wild. They had' 
just settled down to the gloom stuff when 
thcv received a notification from the 
' Golden Casket' office tn the effect. that. 
a typographical error had occurred in the 
official result slips, and their numbe1· 
43593 \YaS the lucky number after all. 
The lucky syndicate' immediately handed 
over their ticket to Jim Balkin (the agent 
who sold it to them) for collection. In 
the meantime Bill A'"raham, ho sold 
ticket J\'o. 43953 (appearing on the offi­
cial slip as the winning number) had paid 
out £100 to the holder. our old friend 
Charlev Harris. who. however, imme­
diatclv' handed it back when the mistake· 
was r1ointed out to -him. It goes t? 
prove that it doesn't do to holler untll 
~ou'rc a lonp: way out of the wood." 

Mr. Abr,ham who sold this ticket and paid 
out the money has an ad,·ertisement in the 
sa me paper to this effect-

" Bill Abraham. the 'Golden Casket' 
King. \Yinner~ can draw prizes <J\''--~· th,~ 
counter Jltll11Nhately after the drawmg. 

::VIr. MoRGAX: Ts that trne? 
Mr. POLLOCK: Of course it is true, 

\,erausr the "Ale1·t"' clefinitcly points out that 
1\Ir. Abraham p,,icl out the money to the 
rr. '!l who pre;·luc'd the ticket with the nu m·_ 
l-·e:·s corresponding to tho"e on the result. 
slip. The "Golden Casket" pconle took the 
f\n·t op:)Qrtunity to point out that a typo· 
vrapbical l'l'rO!' had 0 !C'Jrrcd in the re,ult 
slip, and it is quite natural that such :"n 
en error could occur. Th se facie.: contradiCt 
lhf' statement or cuggesiion that there W'IS. 

J!b. Pollock.] 
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any hand in connection with this ticket, 
fi ro!. lJcCilU>.ic the crowd of young ladies in 
Firnwy's '.d\0 thought they "drew the lucky 
}Jrizo cou~d Lot be connect•d with anv crooked 
cch Jnc to g·ct £100 out of tho ·" Golde.l 
·Ccbkct." ~o hon. member will sav that thev 
\•:ne On the other hand. the .. man wh; 
tL·,,ght he had dr:nYn the prize and who was 
paid th" money handed it back straight 
awa·.· \Yhat harm was done there? The 
" GOlden Casket" con1n1ittec made the Ratis­
fuctory explanation that a typographical 
C'rror had occurrt:'cl. Arc hon. rnc1nbers not 
prepared to accept ihat explanation? \Vhat 
obj.ct could tbc "Golden Casket" commit· 
tee haYe in telling these yot.ng ladies that 
1-hcy were l1()t the winners, or in trying to do 
the mo,n out of thP prize? What object could 
the commiltee ha,·e in paying the £100 to 
tho \Yrong person? The pcrsous who uctuall.y 
g·ot tho prizP were a crowd of girls working 
at Finney. Isle'', in :\Iaryborough. If there 
was anything crooked, they would have hall 
to be in league with wmcbodv in the " Golden 
Casket'' office. It is absurd on the face of 
.it. Probablv thov neYer know or heard ol 
anybod:v in· tlw ,·, Golden Casket'' office, so 
~~1at ~t,on. l11('I_nbcrs O_P}lositc have struck a 
· dud on this occasioll. 

To me the who!· thing appears to bo 
1amentablc. I could quite understand the 
hon. n1e1nber for \Vynnun1 m.oying a motion 
·of thi" kind. That hou. member is against 
lhc " Golden C'aoket." I could quite under· 
stand the hon. gentleman doing anything in 
order to tr:·: to rei ieYe Qunemland of the 
" GoldeH Casket.'' (Laug·htor.) I would con. 
sider such action consis(t:'nt o.n his part. l 
cannot understand the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay and the hon. member for ::Yiurilla bring·­
ing this matter forward. admitting that thev 
take tickets in the " Golden Casket," and 
using the paltry and futile evcuse that they 
r,n• endeavouring to purify the running of the 
"Golden Casket." (GoYernment laughter.) 
);'o one knmvs better than those hon. mem· 
bors that the "Golden Casket" is nm fair!·:. 
::t~1d, if c: nything wrong happcrt:s, it is due tO 
d1shonest.v on the part of employees. The 
" Golden Casket" committee and everv hon. 
m mber in this Hou'e "'hO has see'n th~ 
" Golden Ce'·ket" drawn wore previously of 
the opinion that it was fool.prooL I thought 
It. 'vas. 

~.lr. YowLES: Diu vou cYer see the 
numbers put into the ba1:rels? 

Mr. POLLOGK: Yes, and I have se·en them 
taken out. 

Mr. VowLES: \Y0re they cJtmted? 

:;Jr. POLLOCK: Yes. No matter how 
ing-enious a man ma~v be, he could devise no 
sdwme that would make the drawint~ 
crooked. The only possibility of crooked 
·d~aling wac the wav in which it did occur. 
The cournittee, for their own reputation and 
'for the .,akc of the hosnitals on behalf of 
·which the "Golden Casket" is run, have no 
doubt ere this taken the necf·o' ary steps to 
ensure that these things shall not occur 
again. After all, banks and eYerv busine;:·, 
man have to truet somebody. As' a case in 
point, the hon. member for'vVvnnum has to 
tru·t somebody ~;·ith his busine'8 and cash 
while he is in this House. Probablv the 
'hon. member for \Vide Bay has somebo.dy in 
a po,ihon of tru't. and, <'Yen if it were his 
brothel', it does not signify that a broth<er 
mighJ. not do something similar to what has 
•occurred here. I assure hon. members there 

[.Jlr. PoUock. 

is nothing pcr,onal in that; it is merely an 
illnstration of how people running a business 
or any concern at all haYe to trust somebody 
at s01i10 time or other. The Assistant Home 
Serrctar.Y could not run do1'.Tn to the printing 
offic.c with the official result slip. The hon. 
I' mtleman has to trust somebody to take it 
down, and I suppose those cone rned chose 
l he persons whom they thought most trust, 
worthy. Those perwns failed them. A mis· 
tnkP vn1~ n1ade, and ·smne of the public wore 
tc>n1porarily ·do no out of their rnoney. 

1\Ir. CLIYTOX: One of tho'·e men had a 
previous conviction. 

:\le. POLLOCK: Did the hon. member 
never tnBt anybod0 who had had a pre· 
vious conYidion? \Vould members of the 
Opposition like to say that nobody they 
had trusted had had some prcviouil criminal 
record? Lots of people ha Ye trusted 
persons who had criminal records which 
thC'Y did EOt know of at the time. I am 
not" aware whether these men had or had 
not a crilninal record. 

Mr. ev10RGA:'>!' Do you think an official 
slip shou1d bo issued without the manr..:or 
hin1self ( bccking the nun1her~? 

:Mr. POLLOCK: I do not doubt. thut. cas 
an er-ror occurred in this case. no oflic·j~d 
slip has gone out since without being 
checked. 

1\lr. evlORGAX: Since? 

:'vir. POLLOCK: You can only profit Ly 
ClTOr' nradc as you go along. \Yill any 
membC'r in this House sav that he did not 
make m is takes when he fii'st cam~ here-and 
made them 'vith the verv best of intentions 
~and that he had to ~mrect them as he 
went along? \Ye have all been in that 
position. )io one should attempt to drs· 
credit the "Golden Casket " because of 
mistakes mack. This motion can have no 
other obiect. In my opinion, it is a miser· 
able atlemnt under cover of candid friend· 
ship, to di~c;·edit the " Golden Gasket," and 
conscquentlv make the hospitals of Queens· 
land and the sick people of Queensland the 
sufferers bv it. 

:\Ir. KEL~O: \Yhv not have an inquiry bv 
n co1nn1ission consi'sting of members on both 
sides of the House? 

The H 01rE SECRETARY : You can go down 
to the office at any time you like and 
ir:qaire. 

:\lr. POLLOCK: I haYe heard all th.e 
dC'bates in this House; I ha Ye listened to 
even· debate on l'l1is matter; I haYe heard 
all 'the q'ue-tions asked and the answers 
giycn; anrl I a1n a. subscrib~r to tho 
·' Golclcn Casket." In common with every· 
one c I iO, I take a ticket occa.-iomtlly. and 
I am not going to ask any questions. I. am 
s>Jti•died on the face of it that the comnntte9 
do their vcrv best to keep the thing clean, 
and I am satisfied that as soon as they ascr'r' 
tained that there was a method whereby 
fraud could take place they took good care 
to see that fraud could not take place in 
lhe future. Anv hon. momhcr with any 
con1rnon st:'nee or~ any sunse of dcc:>ncy ''"ill 
admit that this is true. The hon. member 
for \Yide Bay brought this for\\'ard :'s some· 
thino- in the nature of a scoop. H1s object 
\vas~ not to purify the " Golden Casket " ; 
it \\·as merely to mrrko capital ng3;inst th.e 
Governrnent. He has been hawking thi.3 
lhing round the House on a string· for the 
lr"t couple of days. Everybody knew about 
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·it. I knnv csterdav that the hon. member 
had \vhat 'ho call;~d "an oflicial r0sult 
slip" and an .: official ticket," and he did 
not take the trouble to inquire '.•:hat truth 
there \'as in thr' construction he pat on it. 
He merely brought it alo~g here as a news­
paper man bring~ along a scoop. That is 
not a fair 1-hing to do. 'rhe llcoplc in th ~ 
west of Qu01n.sland-and I an1 ~pc 1.king 
for a ,f2:oo~1 proportion of the1n-arc behind 
the "Golden Casket," and arc behind ihe 

'Government. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: They are very 
nervous about it just l1G\V, 

Mr. POLLOCK: That assertion contains 
denial of that on the face of it, for 

the " Golrlr•n Casket" that has been held 
since thcs • qncstion • were asked filler! 
nnlekcr thnn any previous "c·a.skct." 
If it filled in that \Yay the public 
f'anuot lw ::::uspicious. This 1notion is 
n~ly br?ught for·ward to try in son1c "'Tay to 
chsercdJt the "c~sket." in the hone that 
.omehow a little of that discredit \.ill be 
att.ac~cd to the Government a·· well. I sup­
P_ose It 1s mercl5· the usual Opposition tactics. 
1hcy are stuck for son1e sort of an excuse 
to bring on a motion to discredit the Govern­
ment, and this is the best thin~ they could 
fmd. It is ccrt~ln~y a _Yery shockirl"g com­
lnentary on then· mtolhgonce. The public 
·out my \Yay arc behind the "Golden Casket." 
and they. as ell as I. resent anv effort n1ac_\~ 
io discr:dit_ th•c running of it and to discredit 
the mst1tut10n itself. 

::\fr. VOWLES: You ha Ye not seC'n thc:n 
·:nnco theso royelations haYo been rnaclc. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not need to. I oive 
them crcdit. for haYing tho same rommon s~ns'! 
'" myself. They arc in a place where the 
p~·esent G?Yernment have establi:;;hec1 n 1 ter­
mty hcopitals as re rcqdt of the "Gold, 'l 
Casket" funds, and they want a continuatio;1 
of them. Some of their hoSDitals are not in 
the Vl'ry b< st financial c.onclition. Th-cv 
wcre. not aide to put up manv of th'e 
lllu1drngs_, thPy required, but.~ because 
of the ' Golden Casket," thev l1ave been 
able t? do so. The~· have li0'n able to 
1wlp 1_11 thc1r maintenance and to g·ct 
matermty wards fo;· the treatment of \Yomcn 
ai· a very trying period in their liYes in 
p}aces, where ncihing but the "Golden 
Casket monr;· would have given them that 
help. On lwha!f of those people I Ycrv 
etrongly rcs:ent any off?rt of this kind being 
made to 1nthdra w tins monev from them 
and to. force them into such a" position that 
they w11l not be c blo to look after their sick 
m the way they ar" able to do to-day. 

Mr. :\IoRG'-N: You are putting up "Aunt 
·sallies." 

:Mr. POLLOCK: I am not putting up am· 
"Aunt Sallics." On the very face of it this 
motion is nothing but an attempt to' dis­
{'rcd~t _th0 Go,~crriincnt, or else an endeavour 
to nchrnlc the " Golden Casket." and thus 
t~ke a\Ya;· from the_ hospitals the subscrip­
tions \Yhich they m nchly deserve. 

_M,·. 'I'AYLOR (H"inrlsor): I am in accord 
w1th th0 hon. J1!embcr for \Vide Bav who 
moved this Jesolution, not" ithstandi1~~ the 
rcn1arks n1ado by th,.., hon. n1emb0~ for 
Gref\·ory. I think that what has transpired 
-d_urtng t.he last fe\v years has given ns suffi­
cient ('.VIdcncc for causing an jnrJulry to he 
made mto the methods adopted in carrving 

·Dut the "Golden Casket." 'I'her0 has" not 

been one single y ord said against tho com­
mittee. Ko one doubts the;. honc,sty and integ· 
rity of the' committee who has had the super­
vision of the " Golden Ca~ket." 

Hon. M. J. KJRWAX: At anY rate, we 
believe vou when you say that, but I would 
not bchrye other.o over there. (Opposition 
r1i scnt.) 

:\1r. TAYLOR: There has been no insinua­
tion of anv kind made in connection with the 
committee:. I think the time has come 
Y h0n the " Goldon Ca~ket" btuincss ~hould 
be taken out of the hands of the committee. 
1.nd run Pither under the f<npervision c..f 
officials of the Auditor-General's Dopartme;1t 
or of the TH JC:uv D nartment. It is all verv 
well to talk abo'ut b1wk officials embezzling 
monf'y; but, wh"n we consider the tremendous 
,-o1uJnc of money going through a hank and 
the \'Pl"V few C<lSOS of embezzlement which take 
pln<·", {t shows that there is a very rigid super· 
Yision exercised in those institutions. It is 
not a yerv easv matter for officials of banks 
to commit embezzlement and take the banks 
do·wn. I an1 giving tho committee credit 
for honesh- and integ-rity, but the time 
has come \Vhen the affair should be taken 
o!lt of their hands and administered either 
hy ofliccrs of the Auditor-General's Depart­
ment or the Treasury Department. If the 
Gm·ernment cannot se<l their way to do 
hat, then there should be an official of 
the Auditor-General's Department con. 
tinuouoh· in the "Golden Casket" office. 
Th('rC are nn!nl:-:ers of ll1f'l1 who go '\Yrong 
hom the fact- that there is not a c1ose super­
Yi:<.ion r>xoreisrd oyor them. If a close supcr­
Yi~icn is cxf'rci:.:cd, thQre is no donbt it prc­
YCnts n1E~n~v 1110n fron1 committing fraud. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: Besides, gambling 
lends itscJf to that. 

:!Vlr. TAYLOR: Yes, gambling lends itself 
to that. The strong point. of the hon. 
me:nher for \Vide Bav is that tens of thou· 
~a~ds of an official list 1Yent out 1vit.h a cer­
bin mistake in them. I om not hlnn1ing the 
c .nnmitte0. \Yho ar not responsible for that; 
ln1t I am blan1ing· the managon1cnt, who by 
permitting- an official slip to go o•1t with a 
wrong number on it were guilt.v of gross neg­
llgenrc and carelcssnes~. ~..,.c haYe had evi­
dence during the last week or two that men 
in tho offic~; have " fakPd" ftgurrs. How do 
we know that the fig-ures were not "faked., 
in this case also? \Vhat evidence have we 
thct th" fig-ures were not altered in a similar 
'"':V in regard to those persons in Mary­
borough? 

:\fr. FARRELL: You have the evidence of the 
evening papers. 

The Hcnm SECRETARY: Have you ever 
seen a dra1ying? 

i\fr. 'I'~\ YLOR: I have never been to see 
a dmwing, but I think that an accurate result 
should not be dependent on am one ]ndi· 
,·idual taking down t-he prize numbers as 
tlwv are drawn from the barrel or otherwise 
dcc.ided. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: There are three. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If there are three men 
taking- clown the numbers drawn, they should 
rot be sittina- near one another at all. 
EYerything sh~nlrl be conducied. fairly and 
squarely. I t)~ink the . comm1t.te~ want 
to clo that. 1 r1ev get m a considerable 
amount of moncv iwt onlv from Queensland 
but also from the other' States. Whilst l 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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am not a believer in the " Golden Casket," 
still, as we have it, let us have it as clean 
as possible. 

0PPOSITIOX JYIE:'IIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am rather surprised at 
ihe attitude which some hon. members on 
the opposite side have t.aken up in regard 
to the statements which have been made. 
They should be just as anxious as any persons 
in the community to see that the thing IS 
carried on fairly and squarely and absolutdy 
straight. I do not know whether the 
employees of the " Golden Casket" come 
under the direction of the Public Service 
Commissioner, but, if they do not, it is 
time they did. The procedure in employing 
any person in the " Golden Casket" office 
should b8 just the same as m any other 
office conducting work for the Government. 
\Ye should have complete supervision of all 
the employees engaged in the " Golden 
Casket" office. I hope that the outcome 
of the di,cussion will be that some method 
will be evolved by the Government whereby 
closer supervision and a better check will 
be placed on the operations of th2 '' Golden 
Casket." \Vhcn two or three men can act 
in collusion, as was proved to have been 
done in the recent cases they can go on for 
quite a long time without being found out, 
no matter what supervision there may be, 
and, having that knowledge, we should 
exercise all the greater care to see that 
collusion is impossible. 

Mr. WEIR (Mari;borough): I heard the 
word " l'daryborough," and, since I am inti­
mately connected with Maryborough, it is 
natural that I should want to say something 
on this motion. As a rule. Maryborough 
people do not worry much about this sort 
of motion. This case has been dragged into 
this House at the end of a string for the 
last two or three days. It reminds me of 
a practice indulged in by the blacks in the 
North, called " Bull-roaring." They tie a 
piecn of stick t.o the end of a string and 
whirl it round their heads and vou can hear 
the noise for miles. That is precisely the 
same game as the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay has been playing in th1s House during 
the last two or three days. The motion has 
virtually been brought into this Chamber 
at the end of a. string, and the hon. member 
for \Vide Bay has swung it round his head 
and made a tarible row. \Vhat is there 
in the motion of "urgent public import­
ance"! That is practically the wording of 
his mohon. It has been of urgent public 
impcrta•1ce for the last two years, for the 
case occurred in October, 1922. I could 
scarce!,- crPdit that it was so when I heard 
the pu !·port of the motion. I never imagined 
that this was the same case. but in discussing 
this matter with some other hon. members 
it mddenly dawned on me that this is the 
same case that was ventilated through the 
papers in ~1aryborough quite a long time 
back. I thought it was twph-c months ago, 
but. I find now that it \v:ls October, 1922. 
Can you imagine an hon. n1embcr going 
back to something ·which occurred two vears 
ago? Of com·cc tlw hon. mcmbn is always 
two vears b2hind the times. so that he is 
con,istent in trwt rc,poct. The hon. membe~ 
for Grcgory put the case YCl~~r welL dealing 
as he did with what appeared in the Mary­
borough " Alorf'-and I think the same 
statement appeared in the Maryborough 
"Chronicle." It. is merelv a case of trans~ 
po&ition of numbers. I say definitely here 

[.Mr. Taylor. 

that I am like the hon. member for \Vynnum .. 
I have no personal interest in the " Golden 
Casket," and I have never had a ticket. 
Although I do not take up a strict attitud0 
upon morals, I am not favourable to the· 
.. Goldc•n Casket"; it is a class of business 
in which I am not a great believer; but 
I am in favour of doing everything we can 
to improve the conditions of our hospitals 
a;1d charitable institutions, and to that 
extent and for that reason I am associated 
' ith the ·'Golden Casket." I certainly want 
ro see the "Golden Casket" conducted in a 
1·c av which is bevond reproach. and I am with 
an~bodv in this House who wishes to make· 
its. posi'tion impregnable. 

At 11.25 a.m., 
The CHAIR:IJA"' OF Co:IDJITTEES (Mr. Pollock, 

(; t({f'Jr!l) rei ieved the Speaker in the chair. 
".Ir. \YEIR: I do not see how this motion 

is going to do that. I do not se.' ~ow it is 
intended io do that. I believe 1t 1s l'alsed 
mere!,- for political party purposn. Let ':" 
"'e what did happen. There was a transposl­
rion of figure'. Certain girls formed a syndi­
catt) and drc\Y this particular nurnber, and an 
announcct-rlcnt \Yas made in due course through 
rhe papPrs and eventually the amount was 
paid to t1wsc girls on the official slip. What 
happPn:•rl? One tirk0t had been cold to the 
g-irls hv Jim Balkin, and another tickot had 
been eolcl hv Bill Abrahams to a man named 
IIarris. \\'.hen Han·is knew that he had no 
rid1t to the money he did the decent thing 
and rdunded it, and the money went to the 
g·irls \d1o were the rightful owners. What 
coulrl be wrong in that? Then there was a. 
clemand from the Han·is family asking that 
thev be naid the monev. ·what right have 
they to l1e paid? No' one can claim that 
there can bo two persons entitl·d to the same· 
an1ount of money. The girls, in my opinion, 
arc the rightful owners, and no mere transpo­
sition of tho figures should deprive the girls 
of that ri~M. Surelv no one can claim that 
the mono; should be 'taken from the g·irls and 
giv0r1 to ·narris. Is that the intention? If 
that 1s so, then it is 'highly imn1oral, bccau~e 
I-Iarris has no right to it. 

Yrr. FRY: The Minister stat('d that th~ 
committee paid only on the official result 
slip. 

::\lr. \VEIR: I am not worrying about what 
they pa::· on. 1\Iy facts are definite. Certa!n· 
people arc ·entitled to the money, and certain 
other people are not. \Yho are entitled to 
it? I claim definitely that the gHls are 
entitled to it. I do not know the girls. but 
I probably would know ihun if I knew their· 
nam0!". I 1vas Ycry n1uch strnck 1v1th the 
wording of the ro·~lution. It says-

" I ha vc in n1y po~~e,,sion definite and, 
irrefutable proof (which I will submit 
to the I-Ionso} showing an apparent 
irrcgularit·y .'' 

Look ar the incongruitv, if I might Cltll it 
such. between the wordi;>g of tLe motion and. 
the ne ition as •ve find it. The House can 
no"·-"' • the matter yyas merely brought up 
for pvliti,:ul part:v purpose:_;, I \Yant to say 
on bclwlf of·the people coJlcf'rnf'd, and I speaJ;;: 
with sc.nu authority on their behalf. th3-t 
thif' a:~ 1'"''1"' be0n settled lon6· ago. Every­
hod:;- in ::\Iar_vbOl'oug·h is quite satisfied that 
th responsible offici . .] in the "Golden Gas­
ket" offi -e did the right thing. There was, 
the candid admission of the fact ,,hich W1S· 

ccmvcvcd in the wire to the effect that there 
had been an error in the oflicial list, and 
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1hat was all that was wanted. After that 
the nwncy was paid ov-er, and they did it as 
quic~dy as possible after they found that 
th0rc was F'Olnething \vrong. ¥lhat 1nore 
could YOU do? 

Let .me now deal with the management <lf 

j 11e •· Golden Casket." I am one who has 
: ~ade a Ycr:y definite con1plaint against certain 
thing-s in connection w·ith this office, and I 
, . Y now frnnklv that at the time I was of 
:hC~ opinion thflt things in connection with 
the· officc wPrc not as thcv should have been. 

do not want to be ur;fair to Mr. Lucas 
I did not know him, except that I knew he 
'.~," n1anagpr at the tin1e. I made certain 
,·cmplaint; to the department, but I will 
admit that they w:•re not very serious. I 
believed that the " Golden Casket'' was not 
l!eih6 conducted on the right lines, but I did 
not make any charge of dishonesty again"t 
l\Ir. Lucas, and I \vould not do so unl£'ss I was 
abie to prove it. I went to the Auditor­
GPncral's Department and s.tw a friend of 
mine there, and discussed with him whether 
thE, IYas nnything 'vrong in the "Golden 
Casket" office. I claim to have some know­
ledge of figures, and my friend has a 
knowlcdg2 of fignres, and I was able to discuss 
with him j u>t what was exactly the position. 

I said to him frankly, " How 
[11.30 a.m.] did you find things? Did yon 

go into the matter with any 
desire to probe it to the bottom?" He said, 
" You talk about fraud. \Vhmi I went there 
I thought <'Ycrything was not rig·ht in the 
state of Denmark. I thought the place was 
adrift financially, and I went there believing 
I was going to find something. I still believe 
there was something wrong, and I did not 
make any bones about it. I spent a con­
siderablo time in the audit of this business, 
but I c.tme away without finding that there 
was anything 'vrong." 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhat more could an auditor 
do' As an auditor you know that he could 
onlv audit what was put in front of him. 

Yir. \VEIR: Yes, the same as any other 
auditor. The law could not hold him respon­
sible for anything more than checking what 
was put in front of him. 

Mr. KELSO: \Ye want to find out the things 
behind that. 

Mr. WEIR: That is a bigger job, and I 
prefer that the hon. member for Nundah 
should do it. 

Mr. KELSO: I do not say that I am capable 
of doing it either. 

1Ir. WEIR : I am not going to suggest 
that you are either. (Government laughter.) 
I merely made the statement because I 
\•.antr>d to tell the House that I went out of 
111v way to find out if anything was wrong. 
I ha n• certain beliefs. I do not want to state 
them, because they are f<:mnded on what I 
mw and on thing· as I found them. 

l\lr. KELSO: Give us your opinion. 

J\Ir. WEIR : :No; I believe that up to the 
time that this man audited the books there 
>Yas something adrift financially. The point 
is: If it was patched up before the auditor 
came in, what could he do? It appeared to 
mc-I might as well be frank about it-that, 
.. when tho manager '".as refused leave. he was 
cunning enough to fon·stall a check and a 
distoYcry of his defalcations. Anyone who 
knows anvthino- about this matter knows 
that is a commo'-;1 thing, just as a person goes 
down to the bank, gets some cash, fills up 

his cash box. and tears up an I 0 U that 
lw had put in it. 

:\h. KELSO: I do not know that that is 
doJJp, 

~1r. WEIR: I could tell the hon. member 
0 £ instanr<'s where that has been done. The 
l]()n. member has a lot to learn. I hope tlu~t, 
\du- 'l he con1es ·across such instances, he Will 
not be so sitnple as he wishes us to believe 
he is uow. I still believe that there were 
ddalcations at the time I mention. I would 
uot be m qnfai r as to say, "vVhy not prose­
cure the official 'I " because it was not proved. 

The hoJJ. member for Wide Bay intotjected 
that one of the two men who were prosecuted 
hBt '·"· CPk in eonnection with the dishonest 
practice-s in the " Golden Casket" office had a 
crimi•,al record. I do not know the man. 

Hon. ::\I. J. KIRWAN: It was a conviction 
>Ylwn he was a lad of sixteen years of age. 

:!'llr. WEIR: That is what I want to bring 
out. Is thcr·e anything in this business that 
allows am- hon. member to come into this 
HouSl· arid trace a man's record back to 
when he \Yas a boy of sixteen years of age? 
That was an age when his character 'vas 
r0allv uot formed. Is there one hon. mem­
ber {n this House who would come here and 
skull-drag a man by taking up that attitude? 

A GoYER:\~IEXl' :YIE~!BER: Not one. 

::\Ir. IYEIR: I notice that even the hon. 
membPr for \Vvnnum does not say anything 
on that is~ue. " 

l\Ir. FRY: The Government sat back tight. 

Mr. WEIR: No one would sit in judgment 
on a man on what he did when he was a 
bov of sixte0n vears of ago. \Vhy should .an 
ho~l. n1en1bcr drag up a c.anviction secured 
""hen he was sixteen years of age after a 
man has reached the age of twenty~scven or 
hvent,·-eight? That sort of thing does not 
s0e1n ro 1110 to get hon. 1n.cmbors anywhere. 
It is certainlv not playing the game. I 
couple yvith that other things that have hap­
pened. This sort of stuff is bott0r kept out of 
the House. A man should come to the issue at 
the time an m·ent happened instead of bring­
ing it up in 1924, an~ the hon. member. for 
Wide Bav knew of thrs mcrdent at the hme. 
Tt shows cnw of two things. 

1Ir KELSO: How did he know? 

l\:Jr. F.IRRELL: The :Maryborough papers 
published it two years ago. 

l\lr. KELso : The correspondence only took 
plac{-:- a few days ago. 

Mr. \VEIR: I am looking at the case as 
it is now, because the hon. member for \Vide 
Ba" has overlapped figures between the 
Ha.rris familv and the girls in Finncy's. 

Mr. KELSO ·, Why blame him? 

Mr. \YEIH: I am not blaming him for 
thnt. bnt for being two years behind the date 
on yyhich the occurrence took place. If the 
hon. member knew his work, >vhy did he 
not brin~ ihe matter up two year•, ago? If 
the bon.

0 

me1nbcr does not knov•· his work, 
whY did he not hold his tongue and not show 
his. i<Cnorancc as he has done to-day? 

On the question of the "Golden Casket" 
and hospitals, I an1 ns.sociat::d \Yith the com­
mitt>eo. of both hosp1talc. m l\1aryborough, 
ancl in one narticular case--that of the Lady 
J\lusgra Ye Hospital-the ~ulk of the. women 
on the committee are ng1dly agarm·< the 
"Golden Casket." I have nev0r had a 

Mr. Weir.] 
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ticket in the " Golden Caskci" mvsolf be­
cause it doos not interest rr10 a s'crap. I 
would have a ticket in the " Golden 
Casket" to-rr1on·ow if it intPrr'·ted 1ne-I 
haYe 110 rigid scruples on the n1atter. If 1 
tlwught r' had a reasona.b_lo chance of 
\viuuiug a prize I would take a ticket. 
(L. ughter.) 

~Ir. ]{ELSO: You underst-and. figures. 

:\Ir. WEIR: Yes, and I do 110t take the 
ri~lc r:rherc is a bit of Scotch in 1nP) and 
J do not take many risks. I am not defend­
illg myself on that point and saying I am 
a Simon Pure. Like a lot of other people 
in the State, t.hosc members of the Lady 
:\Iusgrave Ho·-pital Committee, 1vhilc being 
rigidly opposPd to th•.J principk of the 
"(.;olden C<rsket," state that they do not 
ki20'\V how the hospitals wouid 1nanag-c nnlcs_..; 
it were for the " Golden Casket.' If that is 
so. let us look at the viewpoint that :vou 
:rc;ursell, J\ir. Deputy Speaker. dcYc!opcd this 
morning-the point that, if the "Golden 
Caslu:t'! is os:.:>f!ntial to assist our ho'llitalf", 
as I believe it is, then >Yhy not g-i1·e the 
~• Golden Caskt~t" a fair spin in.~t->ad of try­
ing to ruin the 'chome? Do the decent 
1hing. Clarify it if you like; but for good­
l!c-;s sake do not h1r:n H into a, politiC'al 
"'i\_tlnt Sally"-smnething that yon put up 
and then knock down, because. if ~·ou do 
vou wili ruin the " Golden Casket" and 
5poil its chance of being of as~istancc to 
our hospitals. 

l\Ir. FRY (11uriljm): I listc'nccl eardully 
to tho speeches of the hotl. member for 
Gtcgory and the hon. 1ncrnbcr for ~Iary­
borough, both of whom were hard pmhed 
to defend the situation. Those hon. members 
ha ....-e -end ea vourcd to twist the is~ no anci to 
misconstrue it in a lot of 1Ya1·s. The issue 
before tho House is that the A"istant Home 
Srcretarv said that the '· Golden Casket" 
pay only upon the official result slips. That 
was confirmed by the hon. gentleman this 
morning. The hon. member for \Yide Ba,· 
;:roduced an official result slip. a ticket 
>Yhich, according io that rrsnlt slip. >Yon a 
£100 prizr, and also the eYidencc that the 
"Golden Ca·kct" office would not pay that 
L1oney. 

:\fr. WEIR: llubbish! 

Mr. FRY: It is not rubbi,h. The posrtwn 
i:-: as T state, and not as the hon. rrtetnbcr for 
J\laryborough wishes us to bclic.-c. The 
n1atter is recorded in "IIansard" io tho 
efl'ect that tho Assistant Homo Sccretar,· 
said that the " Golden Casket" office paid 
only upon the official result slips. The hon. 
member for \Vide Bay produced an official 
result slip, a winning ticket, and also docu~ 
montarv evidence that tho " Golden Casket" 
office \~ould not pay on this ticket. That 
is the issue. Th•) hon. memb('r for \Vide 
Bay is justified in introducing the matter 
into this House !his morning. If \Ye arc 
to belic.-c the Assistant Minister. who is a 
re <ponsible officer of the Crown, that money 
should be paid to tho person who hold the 
winning ticket. That is the position. The 
public have a lot to be thankful for that 
this motion has beott brought forward. It 
is useless to argue that the hospitals are 
going to lose money, because, as \vas stated 
b:· the hon member for Gregory. the last 
" Golden Casket" filled very much '1uicker 
than any othPr. That was after the dis­
closures ••:·ere maclc. It is quite olwious to 
me that the people feel that they can invest 
heir monev in the " Golden Caskrt" with 
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greater safctc·, whibt a .-irile and active 
Opposition arc in Parliament watchmg thmr 
1Htorc::..tf-. 

The fact that this matter has been brought 
up this 1norning givos thmu further as:c5Ur­
ance that the '· Golden Casket., will be a 
safer im·cstmcnt than hitherto. :'\othing on 
bo said against tho hon. member for Wide 
Bav for bringing this matter forward, see­
ing that qt[ite r~ocntly cases haye been before 
the police court, which showed that these 
irregularities had taken place. The hon. 
member for \Yide Bay proYod right up to 
the hilt that these irregularities haYe been 
taking place for quite a number of years, 
and it is quite probable that some people 
have been done out of their n1oncy. The 
people in m0 electorate, the same as l?eo~le 
jn other electorates, invest or gan1blc 1n ttw 
" Golden Casket." Thev are interested in 
the matter, and they feel that they should 
haYo some protection, and an inquiry IYOldd 
satisf:-· these people that thiug·s now ar-e all 
ri~ht even if thev wore not all right prevr­
o;sly: I cannot s'oc that the Government or 
mcnibers sitting behind the Gm·ermnent ha.-e 
anything ro gain by trying to confuse the 
issue. It is not a party matter. Everybody 
is int.crested in the "Golden Casket "-those 
supporting the Government and tho,o sup­
porting the Opposition. \Ve cannot get away 
from that fact. At the last election that >vas 
one of the is-ues, and we have to take the 
decision of the people on that matter. It 
seems to me that the Government are placing 
thornselvcs in a very invidious position when 
they take up the atttitudo of defending the 
"Casket" irrPgularitics under tho ctrcum­
stances which have been exposed this morning·. 
If the " Golden Casket" committee had done 
the right thing, they would ha.-e dealt with 
this matter wisely in the beginning ai;td sv~­
rnitted it to the Home Sccretarv for hts dect· 
sion. 1\Iorall:v and legally. on the state­
ment made bv the Assistant Home Secretary, 
these people, arc entitled to a £100 prize. 
You cannot get a1vay from that fact. If the 
Minister has made a statement which is not 
correct, then that is a reflection on himself. 
\Ve have to accept his ctatement. which he 
confirmed this morning, that they only pay on 
the official result slip. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: ·what else do you 
think we pay on? 

1\llr FRY: The evidence shows that you 
paid on something else in this case. 

Hon. ::\L J. KIRWAX: No, we did not. 
Mr. FRY: If you did not, why did you 

not pay this prize? Are you defrauding 
the'o people? 

1\Ir. \VEIR: The prize was paid. 

Mr. FRY: It was not. The official result 
slip a:; wdl as the winning ticket >Yas pre­
sented here this morning b:v the hon. member 
for \Vide Bav. That is the whole position. 
The hon. me in ber would like to confuse the 
issue when the iosuo cJ.nnot be confused. 

:Mr. CARTER: You aro very dense. 
Mr. FRY: I am that dense that I am not 

going to allow the Government to side-track 
me on a matter like this. It may be the 
case that manv of mv own con'tituents have 
been rohbed of £100 or £5-(Goyernment 
laughter)-the great majority of my c msti­
tuents arc hard-working vrag-P-carncrs, and 
th2y cannot afford to be robbed through 
mismanagement. As pointed out by the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay, these thing·s 
have !Jeen going on for two years.-
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./\gain I say, the evidencc-particuhrly the 
·speech made b.v the hon. member for Gregory 
-•.ho\vs thn t the " Golden Cas bet " has not 
sulferetl. The tearing away of the scr<:cn 
and t_'xposing thc~e irregularities certainly 
redounds to the credit of the Opposition, 
bec·ausr it will mean that the organi·ation 
and the ~Un(•ryi;:.:ion \vill be so improved, and 
the control >till be tightened up in such a 
1va:v. that it will be i1npossiblo for irregu­
larities to occur in the future. vYhat would 
be the position if the Opposition were to 
remain quiet in this matter'? The recent 
pros·erutions would never have taken place, 
a veil would have be<'n drawn over the past, 
and tho \vav would have been left open in 
the future for this kind of thing to have 
gone on to a greater extent than jt has ~l~ne 
in ilte P'"t. \Ve han' come to the pos1t1on 
that in order to allay the public anxiet,,· an 
inquiry sh(luld be ins•itnted into the conduct 
·of the " Golden Casket." 

Mr. FARRELL (I!or·kham1Jlo11): The 
spceche·: we have heard from the Opposition 
th1~ 1nnrning show the utter hypocrisy of 
·whicb hon. nlen1bers \vho haYo taken part in 
tlw <kbatc arc capable. I do not look up:Jll 
this as being a ea"" in which the Oppositio[t 
,<]."ire io bring before the public a n1atteT 
of fraud in the special ea;~' of the " Golden 
Casket." I look upon it as a direct attack 

·Dn the Governn1cnt, because the Goyornment 
are obtaining from the " Golden Casket" 
larg<' sums of mon y for the upkeep of tho 
ho"pitah in Queensland. I fmd when I look 
through the amounts which have been raised 
bv the ''Golden CaskPt" since its inception, 
that. there has been raised no less than 
£767.26•1 for hospitals in Queensland. Oppo­
sition members know that, if the Govcrnme'lt 
did not gd this money per medium of t~e 
"Golden Casket," th~Y would be placed m 
the position of having to raise the money by 
clirect taxation. They would be put into 
ihe posihon of having to raise money by other 
means, and that is >vhat Opposition members 
desir •. The,,- >vant the Government to be 
plac0d ir. a 'corner so that thev will not be 
able t.o g·ct the mono: for the sick and for the 
hospitals in Queensland generallr. After 
hParing hon. rr1 'n1bers opposite. one 'vou1d 
almost think tLat theY were here as the 
e1nissaric~ of "Tattersall's" svvcops in 'ras­
monia. \Vo know that when "Taitersall's" 
svvecps "."re established in Queensland all 
the n1onpv n1ado in this State was Foent in 
Queensb;id. and through their own ".;,owser­
isn1," through their ovvn ignorance and lack 
of knowledg·e of " Tattersall's" sweeps and 
their desire to prevent something which they 
called immoral, they drove " Tattersall's ., 
s·v0c·ps to Tasmania, and Qu~ensland's money 
tn Tasmania also. vVith tho advent of the 
" Golden Casket" in Queensland. ''Tatter­
sall's" s'c ,,eps have become a dead letter 
1wre. One can only come to the conclusion, 
apert from the other fact I ha.-e mentioned, 
that the Opposition arc desirous of having 
the money invested in the " Golden (Aisket ' 
in Qaecnslancl sent to Tasmania 

~~lr. FRY: Do VOll kno'\v any J.nore funny 
-stori0i;, L•_'caus<J that is a funny story? 

Me·. FARRELL: It would be verv hard to 
tell a funnier ctorv than the hon.' membe1· 
can tell. Thoro is. absolntc;ly nothing solid 
~behind the argumc nt of the hon. member. 
I kno"'iv th0 hon. 1ne.1:nber versonally, and there 
is not much sine ·rity behind the speech he 
rmhde this n1orning. 

;yrr. :.'.IoRGAN interjected. 

l\Ir. FARRELL: One does not take any 
notice of tbe hon. member. He does not 
cut an~~ ice_ 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order~ I ask 
loo!l. mentb ·rs of the Opposition to eea 
iJltPrjccting and allolv the hon. n1cmber to 
]ll'OC!Pd. 

;\Ir. FAURELL : I am not Yen· mudt 
C011C'rncd about what hon. n1cn1bt:L:l OpposiLo 
think of the methods b.r which this money 
ha~ bc:'n ra is eel by the Govornrncnt, but 
I arn verY concerned aLout it as it affcct::3 
my electorate. In Rockhampton we haYG 
three hospitals-the Rockhampton General 
Hospital. the Rockhampton Children's Hos­
pital. and the Rockhampton \V omen's Hos­
pital-aul in th2 four years "hich the 
.. GoiJ(1 11 c~lskct" has bocn uuder the con­
trol of the Go,·crnment, those institutions 
hrrvc benefited to the extent of no less than 
£22,000. Anybod.r who !iYes in Rockhampton 
kno•\S the clcutc position in which the corn­
mittces of those hospitals found themsc!Yes, 
and ho\Y g·r:at\y they appreciate tho assi" -
ance >vhich has been g-iYen to thorn by thL' 
'·Golden Ccskct " funds. I notice also thE,t 
the :\Taryborough hospitals, in which the hon. 
member for \Yid0 Bay is interested. benefited 
1 o the extent of £11.395 since the time when 
tlw "Golden Casket., came under the con· 
trol of the GoYernment. Surely it is not 
the desire of the hon. member so to dis­
courage people fron1 in,re,.ting in the " Gol­
den Ca-.kct " that his hospitals will not be 
able to gE>t the bem•fits which they have b(·en 
c11joying hitherto' In my speech on the 
hospital v-ote during the discussion of the 
J<:,timaLs I made a request that additional 
mms from the ·' Golden Casket " funds might 
be allotted to Rockhampton so that nurses' 
qrmrtcrs might bo built at the institutions 
in ,, hieh I am interested. If the " Golden 
Casket n is going to bo C011t.inuc d, and if 
the eonfidcnr8 of the people of Queensland 
is ck ired for it. let us be honest about the 
\Yholc thing- ourselv-es. I hav-e ab,olutc· con­
firlcnce in the present manager, Mr. Noble, 
and in the committee who are running the 
roncorn. Anvone "'iYho has witne·~,sed the 
drawing- of the "Golden Casket " can come 
to on!:-· ono conclusion, that every arrange~ 
n10Fit is 1nado and every care is taken that 
it is pmporly conduct d. 

:\Ir. :.'.ToRGAX: How do vou account for 
the cases which occurred th~ other day? 

Mr. F ARRELL: I ha Ye looked through 
the police records for last year, and I find 
that the nuntber of embezzlements and frauds 
committed in Queensland for which persons 
W<'re sentenc,_,d was no less than 312. \Vhun 
one takes into consideration the number Of 
dcfa !cat-ions in connection with the " Golden 
Casket'' OYI:r th ~ whole period during whir~h 
it lns hc0n under control of tho present 
mane ger. I think it speab volumes for his 
'\York and supervision. 

IIox. IY. H. BAR='i'ES (1Vynnum): I want 
; 1 sav first of all that the hon. member for 
Grcg·;,r~· this morning made a splendid special 
pleading speech. Anvbody who followe·d the 
hon. member must havG felt that he w:u 
building- up some "Aunt Sally" and knock­
ing it- down again, and I an1 quite certain 
that in that regard he cucceeded pretty 
We'll. I tak~ it that the question is not as 
to .,.~hich side of politics we are on, nor 
\Yhether ono believes in the " Golden Casket" 
or not. l\Iv own position has always been 
\Yell known. I do not believe in the 

Hon. W. H. Barncs.l 
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"Golden Casket," and I have never spent a 
brass farthing in connection with it. 

Mr. BEDFORD: ·were you not m the 
" Bishop BarnPs syndicate " vvhich \Von a 
prize a couple of " Golden Caskets " ago? 

HoN. "\Y. H. B.\RNES: I would rather 
be in a " Golden Ca•kot" svndicate with 
somebody who might be called "Bishop 
Barncs" ·than with 'omcbodc- who might be 
called a big sinner, a big company pro­
motel". and, in addition to that. a man who 
io said to be big- in other directions which 
cannot bo named here to-clay. \Opposition 
laughter.) 

I have never been associ;o.tC'd directlv or 
ir>directly with anything that has had to do 
with the " Golden Casket." I have to 
extend to every man who does not agree \vith 
me the same liberty as I claim for myself. 
EYery n1an has a right to his own convic­
tions. On one occasion in the ci tv of Bris­
bane I was held up to ridicule 'because I 
had the courage of my convictions in con­
nection with a hospital matter; and in con­
nection with a sum of monev that was to be 
paid from a certain fund. 

0 

Hon. M .• J. KmwAN: You refused the 
rnoncy and rc-,igned your job. 

HoN. W. H. BARC\IES: Yes. I have no 
right to charge a man who differs with me 
with being absolutely wrong in clrriming 
for myself that I am absolutely right, but 
I am entitled to my opinions and my con­
victions. This question is very much bigger 
than many of ue are prepared to admit, and 
it has been sidetracked. "\Yhat is the posi­
tion? Let us look at it fairly and squarely 
th's morning. Away back in 1922 there 
arc evidences. as disclosed bv the Secretary 
for Mines, '""'-ho "\Vas then aCting as Home 
Secreta re·, that something had gone wrong 
with the " Golden Casket" office. I want 
to quote from " Hansard" for 1922, on that 
matter. I quote it with a great deal of 
hesitancy, as I believe that a man may 
commit a crime, but he has no right to be 
denounced after he has paid the penalty for 
his crime, and he has the right to get a 
fresh start, otherwise what is the use of 
oul' saying that we believe in lifting a man 
up when he gets down? I am not going to 
make any comment abont a recent happening 
in that regard-it would be very unfair. 
According to the remarks of the Secretary 
for Mines, there was something- wrong- in 
the office in 1922. In " Hansard" for 1922, 
are certain remarks bv the Minisi~er. There 
were some interjectiori~s by thf' hon. member 
for East Toowoomba, and the then hon. 
member for Pittsworih, and the Minister, in 
replying to the interjections and dealing 
with the qtwction under discussion, said-

" If the hon. member wants infom1a­
tion, I am quite willing to giv-e it to 
him: if he do0s not, I am nnitc content 
to sit down. The ' Golden Casket' cot.:l­
mitteo w0rc the prop0r authority to 
grant the manager leave of absence. As 
it was not pc"sible to gd the committee 
together, we g-ranted him one week'" 
sick leave alld submitted the applica­
tion to the> ' Golden Casket' committee. 
The manager went b>tck to the office, 
drew three months' g_,,Jary in adv-ance, 
>tnd on the following mornim: left for 
for S~·dnev. There had been~ an audit 
inspection within a week of that time, 
but an auditor was immPdiatdv put on 
to inspect the books. Mr. Lncas's ser­
vices have been dispensed with for the 

[ TI on. W. H. Barnes. 

reason that he went away without get­
ting leave, and stayed a"·ay oYer the 
v;cck. and because he had 1mproperly 
drawn three months' salary-a suri1 of 
£175." 

The hon. member for Maryborough this 
morning-I do not wish to misquote him­
said that about that time there was in his 
mind an uneasv feeling that things \Yere not 
right in the t, Golden Casket" office. 

Mr. WEIR: I did the decent thing and 
went to the fountain head about it. 

Ho:i". "\V. H. BARNES: l want to follow 
up Ir!V argurncnt step by step, to t'ho'Y smne­
thing. more. Certain information c:tme to 
me in my capacity as .a membe.r. of Parha­
ment, but I am not m a posrt10n to say 
"\vhcro the infonnation .came from, nor am I 
going to disclose \vhere I got the informa­
tion from further than to ,ay that I know 
that everv word told me was correct, and I 
want to ~epeat it here this morning. What 
happened? I asked the Ministe1· certain 
qttc',tions in this House, end I asked him 
c~~rtain questions \V hen \Ve \vere discussing 
the Estimates in Committee. I want to say 
ihat the Minister was either not seized with 
ttil the facts at the time he gave me the 
ai.HnYer, or else, for ~on1e reason or other, he 
did not answe1' quite as fully as he might 
have done. 

The H011E SECRETARY : ans>Yered you 
according to the facts in mY possc:,sion. 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR:'\:ES: The Minister will 
giv-e me the credit of ftghting fairly and of 
always saying what I have to say. \Vhat 
did he tell me? He said that two men had 
been dismissed, but there was not snfficient 

evidence to show that there had 
[12 noon.] been any dishonesty. If the Min-

ister had been furnished with the 
full information, why did he give me that 
answer? It was subsequently shmvn that 
two persons-I mn sorry I have to r·efer to 
it-were brought before the court, and it 
was proved that they not only on one occa­
sion but on several occasions took certain 
money improperly from the " Golden 
Casket." It has been asked why the hon. 
member for Wide BaY has brought forward 
this motion. How d"ia those men practise 
their dishonesty? The evidence adduced in 
court showed that they did it by an altera­
tion of numbers. Is it not reasonable to 
suppose that, if numbers were altered in one 
case, they might have been altered in other 
CaP.CS? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Is that 
not the nsua] way that embezzlement takes 
place? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Were not my facts. 
borne out by something that subsequently 
ha pponcd? I did not make the statement I 
did in this House for the purpose of damag­
ing the Government or anyone else. These 
two officials were found out in the first 
instance beraus.e the winner ~of a prize was 
present at the drawing and heard his number 
called out. l\h statements haYe been proved 
by the c01wic!ions that have taken place. 

OPPOSITION ll1nTBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIO LANDS: Could 

not the same thing- happen in any business? 

Ho;;. \V. H. BARl'\ES: \Ve all know that 
vou mi&rht haYo all the auditors in the \vorld: 
Ongagcd, and lf a n1an is out to "do " you1 
b,e will "do" you. I ha Ye been done myself, 
and I shall probably be done again. It i'>-
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Yery difficult to detect fraud at times; but 
the point I ·wish to make is that, if those 
things have only been found out after some­
one discovered a fraud had been committed, 
how n1any tinieR may a si1nilar fraud have 
been con1mittcd previously? I am not 
making any char[];e against the Ivlinistcr or 
those administering the department. I would 
not be worthy of my position if, under the 
protection of the privileges of this House, I 
made a charge even against tho manager. 
(Hear. hear') My information is that the 
1nanagt•r i:-:: a f:'Cntleman, and I ·will not say 
a w·ord against him. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : Tho 
hou. member for :Ylurilla did not take up 
that stand. 

:1Ir. :\lORGAX: I said that there was care-
1cssness. 

Hon. "'I. J. KIRWAN : You said worse than 
that. 

HoN. iY. H. BARNES: The manager could 
be tak n dowu, just tho same as I might 
be taken down in rnv 0\Yll IJusine~:s. rfho 
·wroll6-doing of thC's~ officials wvuld not 
have been discovered excepting through the 
medium of this House. I believe that, if the 
whol<l thing were ferreted out, it would be 
founrl that. in addition to the specific 
instances mentioned in court, thing·s had not 
been rig·ht in the " Golden Casket" office 
pre-Yiou~ly. 

The HmrE SEcRETARY: They have been 
inw<tigated right through. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARXES: \Ye know what 
invr>stigaticns come to. Again I sav I am 
not making any charge against the m'"'anager. 

The SCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Tho 
11011. mcn1ber is a.sking for an inquiry, yet 
he says investigations come to nothing. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: It mav be neces­
·'ary to go -deeper. l take it tha't any man 
who wantc to be cleared of something which 
is \\Tong· does not n1ind an inquiry. Is it 
-that tlw Government ar,e afraid to have ,,n 
~inquiry? 

0PPOf,ITION :\lnlBERS: 'Hear, hear! 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I ask whv should 
ihere be any objPdion to an inquiry? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: Apply 
that genNal]:<- in the public service. Is there 
an inquiry if a defalcation takes n1vre and 
is disclosed by the Auditor-General's Depart­
TI1<:nt? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I take it that the 
;:entleman in charge of the public service 
does t>:ke steps to hold an inquiry. I am 
not gomg to allow even the Secretary for 
Public Lands to side-track me. In the case 
th• hon. gentleman cites vou have to deal 
with an individual in the public son-ice who 
goes wrong; but here we are dealing wi!h a 
number of people who 'have been receiving 
vast sums of money, and there is no paralld 
at a 11 between the two cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Thoro is. 
Hox. iY. H. BARN'ES: \Ye alwavs love to 

ltear the Secretary for Public Lands: (Laugh­
tor.) I hope the hon. gentleman will get on 
his fcnt and giYe some evidence in support 
of what he says in this regard. 

The SE RETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: I shall 
give e,-idc-nce as to how you treated similar 
cases in :vour O"\Vll business. 

HoK. W. H. B.\.RN'ES: If I found I could 
put a man on his feet by not taking severe 

action, I would do whatever I could to 
assist hin1. 

Mr. \YEIR: You did not even pros~cute. 
HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: Is that a serious 

charge? 
Mt·. \YETR: Ko; it only shows that you 

adopted similar action to that adopted by 
the Gov0rnmcnt. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES: The circumstances 
arc quite different. One relates to an indi­
vidual and the other to the community, 
who~P u-wncy is going into this jnvestment 
larg-ely as a means to assist the hospitals. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
reprr-scnt a con1pany. 

Hox. \V. H. BARKES: Yes; but if I paid 
the n1oncy out of rny o,Nn pocket, no one 
could objcd. That is ,,-hat I did. 

Th0 SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LAXD" : A very 
goocl action. 

1-Ioxm.-R.\BLE :\IE}IBERS: Hear, !war ! 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\ES: And the man who 
made the error subsequently made good. 
Later he gav-e his life in the great war for 
the good of the community. (Hear, hear !) 
I dicl a right thing, and no one can criticise 
my action. But this is Government money, 
and the Government are the custodians. 
When this motion was first introduced, I 
en'n heard a Gm-crnment member sav that 
it was absolutely 'nong· to try further to 
pt<ni"h a man who had done eomething 
wrong-that it was wrong to try and sheet 
the matter home. That was said b,- the hon. 
member for Rockhampton. · 

J\1r. F.-".RRELL: You are ,yrong. 

HoN. W. H. B)l.R="ES: The hon. member 
,taterl that it was wrong to sheet the matter 
home. 

}Jr. FARRELL: I sai,d that the man was 
mflicientlv punished b:v losing his job. Whv 
not tell the tmth? That man is now behind 
the bars in g-aol eating homin~-. You ought 
to be satisfied_ You and vour Christian 
methods! · 

The DEPUTY CHAIR:\1AK : Order ! 

Hox. \\'. II. BARXES: I would advise 
the !ton. member. not onlv to hav-e ChriRtian 
methc-ch but moral methods. That would h•, 
an excellent thing. (Laughter.) By a Rtrange 
coincidence I have 11E're a letter which is 
anonynlC'U'. I have another which I ,hall 
quote. Like others which I have recd. there 
may be nothing in it, but it shows that there 
i-, an uneasy feeEng existing. It comes fron1 
Longreach. 

Mr. Vi'ETR: Surely you are not going to 
qnot2 an anonymous letter ! 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: :'{o, I slull ginl 
ihc signature. It rtads~ 

" Longrcach, 24th September. ! 92 ;. 
"\Y. H. Barnes, Esq. 

"Dear Sir.-In the Brisbane 'Dailv 
:Hail' of the 19th of SC'pte·nber I n ad R 
letl{)I" \Yhich was writt·•n to you fm·:n a 
Churleville resident with regard to 
'Golden CaskPt' n1attrrs. Xow, f.Jir. f!S 
there secrns to be something wrong in the 
'Casket' 1natters, I thought it a good 
chance of \niting to you and let .von 
knOl\~ son1ethin~r of a similar happening 
to me as mv Cha'l·leville friend. About 
t.weh·e months ago three of my friends 
and mvself iook a ticket each \Y€Ck 
regular· for about fifteen month« and 

Hon. W. H. Barne.;.] 
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callccl it the ' Four Stiffs Svndicate.' One 
n1orning on r·_-ading the lntpL'rs ·we saw 
that the ' Four Stiffs Syndicate· had 
drawn first prize. 1\iurh to OUl' disap­
poiutment th<' prize wrnt to Sydney. Of 
com·se the numbers wore different. I 
ha YP not t1u~ tick~t or n 3ul1- slip 110\Y, 

hut I think i1- ·was so:uewhcrc in th~ 
forties and I think that l can ftnu the 
ticket. If the {igures conld bo ch:tngcd on 
one occasion, there "'WH"> uothi11g to pre­
vent them_ do1~1g so on this oc\_ as ion. \Y c 
t rmt the · Cctskl't' oflicc !1nd thought 
ever:ything ''a) fail·.~' 

That is a poiut I ,-ant to strt~~,s. because jt is 
known that thPrc \\·as an uneasy £~~cling \Yith 
rcgara to "Ca -kyt" n1ttiters., and it is also 
known-rightJ:.- or wrongly-that ·· Smith's 
\Yecklv" was askPd to trv and find SO!TICOlH~ 
\\·ho \V~as a ·rcput"cl prizc\\·inner, and he 1ova~ 
not found. The suggestion was that ~o:ne­
thing WU3 \\TOZlg. 

Hon. ::\1. J. Km\YAX: '·Smith's \Ye< kly" 
""'·er published d•at p ,ragraph, and I chal­
lenge you to produce it 

Ho:-<. \Y. H. BAR="iES: I have not the 
extract by me. The lett0r continues-

" I might also mention that shor1 ly 
after I read- iL 'Srnith's \Yeekl .... :' where 
they were asklng for the winiier of a 
· C>lSkct' drawn about the tim>c I 
rnention." 

Hon. :\1. J. Km wAx: It never appeared. 

HON. \V. II. D1\RNES: The ~linider d:d 
not haYe his gla~scs on on one occasio_a ancl 
misseJ it. 

"It se-erns a. bit lat.r: now for 1ne to 
w·ri1e to you on tbis subj-· et, but our 
suspicions hay~ b{'cn aroused. \Ye would 
thank you VP''Y much if you could finJ 
out for us \Vh.::· the syndicate \Yas in care 
of and if the n1or F.- wa.s paid ov0r to 
then1. This .shoulli, be an easv tnatter 
lor the. ca~kct' office to su,>pl,·.' llc,ping 
I have not pnt you to auy trouble, and 
thanki11g you for sarnP. 

"I rciuain, vour tru1v. 
'' lfExRY R., 13REDIL\n~n. 

·· Adclre5B-H. H. Bredhauer, Emu street. 
'' L(,ngreach.'' 

::\lr. BEDFORD: Another " dud." 
Hox. \Y. H. BARXES: !,Y!Htt is the nsc of 

HnyonP saying the writer is a ·· ducr' '( He js 
.a ~nan~-·a labouring rnan, I pr~''iunw~-1\'ho 
wntes ;!'Olll Longn'arh, and. I want to ~aY 
fnrtlwr that SOllH -fne else ll'rote to tne aiJd 1 
1cplied, and I haYe received their r·eptv. 
T llaYe n::~tclc no l'harge agaiu~t an2· individu~l. 
T hnvr• lH'l'll 1110!4-t carPful to a\oid 1hat in 
<1ll,nhing I ha\·e ::-n.id, but I ·do ~ ~v 1here ha.3 
l•cer~ ~Ullt·thing PToug in this Ina'ttL'f. I-I(:>ro 
agaiL--

.:\Ir. \\'EIR: Y~Oil. arc not go1ng to read an 
anoHynwus ll·tter, (: n~ you·: 

IIox. W. H. D,\HJ\ES: I "m not goin;.r to 
read an let1er, but in this 
nns1gncd l'tl er was handed to 1nc th:s 
Inorni11g there <ll\:: suggestion."- that ill so~uo 
ca~<'S the nu!11l~l'1 ttre not filled in. I gi\C· 
11 fer "·hat 1t IS 1 orth. it , n» there is an 
l~Iwas.\· fE 'liug out~ide that tht:~ nu _.bcr.3 are 
Lot filled in nntil aftcr\>'clrds. The: rca~on 
that I particuln refer to it is that >HJ 

<·J'e a·,kirlg for an and I arn :-"Ort' the 
hnn. gcntle:n<~n 11ot prf::-.s it brc,"u~c I 
takP it that the (~0':'Prnlnc·1t thC'msclYcs ought 
to h:~yr a er..111n11 ':10:1 t.o gn into thn nHHtcr. 
The fnl't n:1nn in'=' ihat thert' is an unca.-3y 

[[]on. W. lf. Barncs. 

feeling outside i.n <'Onncction with thescv 
matters, and I am pcrfc,ctlv ·certain that 
eomcthing should be done to all>1y thelt feel­
ing. I an1 going tn n1akc a statenrcnt that 
;,robablv some nu _nbers on either siJc of th' 
lion se ·ma:v not agree v,-ith. I say the 
s~·sh~nl itsdf. quite irrespectiYc of the 1).1Pll 

'l'ho !1rC runniug ii. lends itself to all kmJo 
L'f thing-s that bring about abuses. 

:\h. :'viomuN: That has bc,cu [HOYed. 

HoN. \V. H. DAR:'\ES: I am not rcfNring 
to <lilY of thr~ 1n~ u contro~1ing- thL '' Goldpn 
Caskc.t"; but the very systl'm its~lf lends 
itself to that which is irregular und in1proper~ 
rJ 'here i.;;; no use our disguising it. Tr 11: is 
thP position \vhich face.'-' us tD-day. The po"r 
nld hospitals are rnade the sLilk1ng-horse in 
this bu,incss. \V0 are told that it is be' Hl?e 

of t.he1n that the "Golden Ca.--ket" is b0ing 
nm; bu! there arc other methods of getting 
money for the hc,pitals. \Yhat are the 
chanc'es of these ~eovle \Yho are •'~;;c•nding 
their monev? \Ylwn vou come to analYsP the 
matter ancf think of the thousands atcd thou­
sands of pounds put into it. the chance of 
·winning a prize is very rmnotc. 

I want to say sorru:thing more in con­
nection with this. Some of the rnonev that 
i:; vut intO this business is money ~vhich, 
through the very system to which I h>1ve 
n1nde rC'ferencc, is taken when it should 
not bo takpn !1nd used in certain directwns, 
vud the whole sv:->tcrn is ono ·which 1-nakes 
the conununit.v ~rotten to the verv core~ 
(Govcrnrnent (iissent.) I an1 voieing ;ny own 
opinion-give rne credit for voicjng 1ny O\Vll 

cor1victions in these 1naiters. 1\'Ianv of my 
frin1ds here will not agree with me, at :tll. 

A UovERK~IENT J\inlBER: Di<l you not sell 
a 1·acchorse? 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: There is " very 
pstimablt' man bv the name of J. H. S. 
Darnes, who is 'i1o relative of 111ine, and 
w}:lo owns sorne very good racehorses, but 
I have none at all. I have lived long enough 
(<, know-and the lollf!:Cr I liv0 the more I 
beeomc convinced of the fact--that men who 
differ from rnc as ·widely as the polt's are 
iust as hone~t as mYP,clf. Thi~ n1otion 
~hould be carried. I h~ave spoken earnc~tly 
in connection v;ith it. I "\vant to say, in dos­
ing, thllt if the Government do not allow 
i1: to Gc carried and do not in~titute an 
irquir:v, they are helping-I say it deliber­
atcly-·probabl:v unconsciously, to (lamn their 
Ycry position as a Ciovcrnn1cnt, because 
there is no question that outside there is 
io-day an unea.,;y feeling. even in the city, 
nnJ something shoulJ be dorw in the 
idr·rest, of those people who put their money 
inio the "Golden Casket." 8on1ething 
sl!oulr1 be dmw to ban· an inquiry m>1do into 
the· matter so as to reveal ihe exact position 
'" far as it is possible to find it out. I very 
heartil~, support that portion of the motion 
V' hi eh has l>eon mon'd bv the hon. member 
fm· Wide Bav, anJ v. ill ~-ate for it if I get 
an oppo1·tunit.Y of voting. 

The II(J:\lE SECRETAHY (Hon. J. Stop­
fonl. Jlonnt JLorr;an): Dcforc dealing- with 
tho ,,,ubjrct-mattor of the motion which has 
bec'fl brought fonv>1rd bv the hon. member 
for Wid,, Ba>'. I would i~Iw to Jeal Yvith the 
letter which, the hon. member for \Yvnnum 
recci,-ed from Longrcach. I rccngnis'e that 
the hon. me1:'ber for \Vynnum-I will p!1y 
hun this tnlmte-h!1' alWM'S consistently 
bec·r: against the " Golden ca:sket." I quite 
rc~hse that, v.hcn a "Gulden CaJcet" was 
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drawn for the hospital of which he was 
treasurer, lw refused to accept the money 
and re,ip;ned his position. He is entitled to 
his opinion as to dw n1erits or demerit-, 
of the ·· GoldE•n Casket." (Hear, hear 1) If 
HIP hon. n1ember, or any other hon. 1ncmbcr, 
>c-ould make inouiries at the " Golden 
C\:tsket" office, Ol' _,·would attend a dra\ving, 
or if hon. nwmbers asked the agent in their 
cwn toYms, thcv would tell them that very 
oftpn sYndlcatCs \Yith ::;imilar names aro 
picked by people yyho have never known ono 
aJJother. In the "Golden Casket" '\lo. 55 in 
connection with which the hon. member for 
\Yide Bay has levelled charges, there ":ero 
ten prizes drawn b;cc ten separate "Black 
Cat" syndicates, the black cat being looked 
uron as an omen of good luck. Superrcti6ous 
people take that particular name just tho 
same as people take " Stony Broke." '' Han1 
TJp," and "Four Stiffs." It is the experi­
ence that, if a hor·"·G wins a big race there 
will be four or five syndicates with that 
horse's name in the "Golden Ca,ket." No 
cioubt men who ha vc won on a hor'' think 
they will be lucky if they adopt that name 
when going in for the " Golden Casket." 
The hon. member for \Vynnum previously 
broug·ht before the House a leHct· which he 
handed to the Department of Justice, anci 
YYhich ho claimed came from Charlevil!P, 
regarding a "Buckley's Chan{'c Syndicntt1." 
Hon. 1nernben; know that ·• Bncklcv's 
Chance" is a comn1on tenn hero in Aus­
tralia to indicate a very l'P1note chance, and 
thel'(' are thousands o'f people who might 
u;;c it as the namc of a syndicate when send­
iHg for a " Golden Cask'et" ticket. I have 
here the particular " Go! den Casket" ticket 
which won the prize under the name of 
.. Buckh•.v's Chanct~ R"';.·ndicatc," \Vhich \Va3 

purcha:-:ed fron1 an agent at _\nncrley road, 
South Brisbane. the other ticket wts sent 
dir.·ct bv the mail to the "Goldcn Casket" 
offiN', m;Ll llc>r<• is the rccPipt for the prize and 
a clcclaratinn that the winner bought that 
ticket at Annerley road, South Brisbanc. 
Hon. members may look at them both, if 
they so desire, and see whether I am right. 
Here are two other ticketo in the' name of 
the "Bishop l3arnes Syndicate" in No. 96 
"Golden C/J,-,ket," one in Brisbar1t~ and ono 
in the rountl'y. (Laughter.) 

The' hon. HIC'nlbcr for l\[urillrr in particular 
said that it \\'US nJnlourrrl here. or thcro, or 
f'OnlcwlH'l'C eh•::- that n::clairned prize n1one l 
lwd gmL' into the late mann,c~"~r's pocket. 
Hon. mPmberR should at- ]past be careful to 
acquaint themsdves of the facts bdol'e they 
makf.' g'PllC>rtd f'tatcrnents. but th~3 hon. n1e1n~ 
bcr did rrd do so. He dirl not n1[1k0 'l 

dr>finite statena_'nt. ThP nran~.q~cr does not 
g'('t anything \Yhatcyer fron1 unclairned 
prizr·f:: thr>~: <lrf' Lot one bit of good t-o hirn. 
For the benefit of the IIouso I shall read 
a resolution which was pa"'~r<l L•,7 the corn­
mittrc of tlw "Golden Ca,ket" ~s hr back 
as Xo. 7 ··Golden Caskpl," with referenco 
tu unclaimed pri?~s. It was agreed-

" That a special Trust Ac·count bo 
op0rwd in lhc Quer.ns1and GoYernn1ent 
SaYings B~nk for the transfer thereto 
of all nnclll irncd priz(• n1oncy, al!d aftQr 
twek," nwntl" from date of dt'po ;it the 
nnelaimod balance,;; lC'TCrt to the fu11d 
for ~yhirh Art l7nlt.''' '''aS conducted." 

·!.\Ir. !.\IORG~\X: \V ill vou answer this ques­
tion? I-lo1Y long do thm~e prizes T2main iu 
tl:e trmt fund before the:: are placed m 
th<' funds a' urclaimed prizes? 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Twelve months. 

Tlw HOME SECRETARY: I might ex­
plain that. if a prize is not claimed withirr 
one month, a rf'gislc'red letter is seHt to tho 
address on the ticket butt notifying the 
r;erson tha1 a prize (J£ a certnin value i.:: 
lying· at the head offic<', and if he applic' 
for it tt YYill be mado e1vailable. 

Mr. MoRGAN: \Yas that eo during Mr 
Lucas's tirne? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. If it 
is not claimed, it is declal'Cd to be an 
unclaiml'cl prize and is put into the tru;,t 
fund; but if the winner comes along after­
wards it can be dealt "·ith. 

!.\h. YowLES; What about the tweJve 
mcrllhs' 

The HOME SECRETAHY: I am informed 
that twelve months is not the period during 
which it rc'mains in the trust fund. Thu 
practice is to hold it in that fund for six 
wcmths. 

Mr. MoRG.\N: Then the manager will have 
six months in which to operate on that 
uw:laimcd priz·2 rnoney? 

The HO!.\IE SECRETARY: Then it re­
verts to the funds. 

Mr. MonGAN: Fm six months-and what is 
to prevent the managf'r fi'Om g-"tting a ticket 
and clairning the prizP Inoney? 

Tlw HOME SECRETARY: I have a cer­
tain amount of resr et for the attitude of 
the hon nH~mbor for Wynnurn, because, as 
[ het 1·e tolcl hon. members before, I believe 
he i·; honourable and upright in his attitude, 
but the hon. member vd1o has launched this 
n·otion does not stand in that position for 
th ~ .... reason. He knew vvhcn ho gave notic0 
of 'his motion that it was on!:. a matter 
of going ciown to the " Gold0n Casket " 
office and getting thP information. I said 
to him whcn lw spok;, to me about the 
rnatter, ·· V\"'hy do you not go down and 
obtain th" information either from the Home 
Secrctarv\:; offire or 1 hP " Golden Casket" 
oflicc ?" . He repiiecl, ''\\'hat would you have 
don, if ou were a member of the Opposi-
tion ?" 

GoYER:>DtEXT ME1IBERS: Oh ' Oh ! 

The HO:\IIE SECRETARY: I want to 
hon. InNnbers that it rnight havo been 

for him to have gone to thP Home Sccre­
oft-lcc and ofdained ihe information. 

Tlw lw1>. member infcn d th .t somebody 
h<Hl bPcn robbed of a "Golden Casket., 
prize of £100; in other words, that that. was 
the condition of thing-s whirh prevailed before 
thC'sC unfortunate n: ·n were .sent to gaol,. 
und that it y, xs in opcr.1tjon \vher.L the ~o 
55 "Cask0t" \vas dra nL I want to shoV\~ 
thP Hou"' that that is not so. The Ko. 55 
"Golden Casket'' wa· drawn on 12th Octo­
hPr, 1922. I mi!"ht explain that, as tho· 
numbers arc called oui, clt'rks tnmsf 'r those 
nnm bcrs on to a boa rd-th.:::ro were tvt7 o 
lcoards at tlmi time, hut since the recent 
prosecution tlH'l'C ha n~ b2en thl'ce boards, 
"''" of which is , c~lecl and brc;ught to the 
Home Secretary's offir·e--

1\Ir. McmG.IK: Showing- that the criticism in 
thi, Home has ht>.d gcod cfi'oct. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not 
denying that. Critici·-m always has a good 
effect. ii it is honc·st. The numbers are 
put on the boards and they arc then checked. 
One of those boards is s· nt down to the 
printing office-not the Government Printing 
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Office--but I think to a firm called Brooks, 
Lin1ited, -who have done the work ever since 
the " Golden Casket" has bf~Cn in existence. 
A proof copy is taken, which is checked, and 
then result slips arc sent all over the 
country. K ot only is a check on the board 
in operation, but, for the convenience of the 
" Golden Casket" officials so that payment 
mav be made at tho counter or through the 
n1all branch in a f.}JOQdy n1anner~ a list taken 
from the bortrd all<l from the butts of tickets 
of the names and numbers of the prize 
1vinno1·s is compiled, n,nd one goes to the 
officer in charge of the mail des[>atch branch 
and the other to the counter hand Yvho pa:-·s 
tho money. A mistake was made in check­
ing the reoult slip wilh the board. and. when 
van sec that the numbers eonfusNI were 
43953 and 43593, it is quite conceivable that 
Sl!Ch a mistake might occur. The rc,uH 
slips ,,·ere s0nt out, and the n1istakc \Yas 
detected almm·l immediately, and imidcdi­
a tely the acting manager discovered the 
mist~tkc he knew ihat it only applied to two 
tickets-the one thflJ, was wrongly put on 
the n•,ult slip and the one that should have 
been Oll it. lt is slra.nge and fortunate that 
the two people concerned \YPrf' liYing in 
1\Taryborough. Thn arting 1nanagcr inlnledi­
alclv wrote this letter of 13th October, 
1922-:.__ 

" J\Ii~s l\1abcl I-Iarris, 
·· c!- :\Iessrs. llocklcvs Ltd .. 

' " 1\1aryborough. · 

" DPar Madam,-
" I regret very tnnch the tJCCa:"ion 

noccssitutlng n1y writing to vou. An 
unfortunato printer's error has been 
mad,_• in the result slips with rt'SJWct to 
the drn-.ing of the No. 55 Art Cnion. 
The list of tickets winning pr·izes of £100 
indicates that ticket No. 43953 issued to 
you has been successful in sP. tuing one 
of the 11rizes mentioned. This is not 
correct and ·does not agree YYith the 
official result card as Cl'rtified to at thL' 
completion of the drawing. The number 
ohatiid have been ;;hown as 43593. the 
ticket beinf; purchased by ' Let's \Yin 
Syndicate,' care E. Bonrkc'. c'lre (T. and 
H. l\alkin, Maryborough. Yon "·ill thtB 
sec the ticket purchfl sed by you has not 
drawn a:py prize. If you wi~h further 
information about the maitc'r I ynmld 
be pleased to supply same and the official 
result card could be perused by yon or 
some persoa appointed by yon \Yho could 
call at the office. 

"Again wishi11g to express tny regret 
at the error that has happened and 
trusting thn.t you h~tYC not bct'll unduly 
iuconvcnienced. 

" Yours faithfully. 
" Acting ~1anagcr." 

Bv the same mail another letter \Yas 
d~spatchetl to the other person concerned. 
The " Golden Casket." people not knmving 
that the svndicate in the name of " E. 
Bourke" ha~d been taken out by nine girls. 
\vho "Were ·working in Finney·s bu::-ill(\Ss at 
::\Iaryborongh, commenced tlw lc'ttcr YYillJ. 
'·Dear Sit<" That letter states-

" E. Bonrkc, Esq., 
"c/- l\Iessrs. J. and H. Balkin 

" JYiaryborough. ' 
"Dear Sir,-

" \Yith regard to the result slips issue,] 
by this office in respect of the dra,ving 
of 2\Jo. 55 Art Union, I wish to point 
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cut an error which has unfortunately 
been made by the printers. The .error 
has occurred in the nurn ber of ticket;; 
winning prize.s amounting to £100. The 
offici<tl result card indicates that ticket 
::'\ o. 43593 has drawn a prize of the 
amount stated, but thE' number in the 
result slip is given as 43953. The "·inning 
ticket was issued to 'Let's \\'in Svndi· 
cate.' care yoursr;lf, and if you will' now 
forward the ticket to this offic,• paymci:t 
i.o the value of the prize will be made. 

" Yours faithfully, 
''Acting J\.1anager.' ~ 

That shows that prompt action followed. 
Th0 unfortunate position is this : In every 

other centre but l'dar:vboroug·h 
[12.30 p.m.] no payment would have bee.r 
· made. Th' " Golden Casket" 
office did not, as the h<m. member for \Vide 
Bay would have ns believe, pay cerbin 
money to the wrong ticket-holder and then 
demand its return. 

Mr. CLAY'rON: I did not saY that. I said 
the agent paid the cash prize. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The agent in 
:Mar.vborough, on his own responsibility. and 
with" a full knowledge of what· he was doing. 
has instituted a system in ::\1arybDrough alone, 
whereby any l\Iaryborough person winniug a 
prize gives i:im an order on the '' Golden 
Casket'' office, and he i1nn1ediately pays 
tlwm the pri'e money. The agent. :\Ir. 
Abraham, is in a big way of busines:-:. H(' 
has a business in Brisbane and one in :Mary­
borough. He i in the habit of visiting Bris­
bane pretty frequently, and people who lodge 
money wit.1 him 'ccure quick transit for their 
tickets, because he visits the office in Bris­
bane, purchases his tickets direct from the 
office so that there will be no delay, take' 
them back to M::uyborough, and either hands 
them out to the customers in the shop or 
pos:s them to them. The practice of :\It·. 
Abraha1n in immediately paying oyer the 
money tD :i\faryborough prize \Vinners save~ 
them the am0unt of exchange they wouln 
ha vc to pay if the cheque was posted by the 
'· Golden Casket" office in Brisbane tcl 
::\hn-borough. ::VIr .• 'l.braham called on me 
yestordav to assure me-and I bclir;ve that 
h0 .al'o ~alled on the hon. member for \Yide 
Do-,- to ass::tr·e him-that a relative of his 
paid the prize money on the result slip, and 
that almost immediately after the father of 
the girl had left the shop the gid, \\·ho had 
received the letter I have quoted from the 
" Golden Casket " office, telephoned to the 
shop and said. " If father comes dmvll to 
the shop to collect the prize, do not pay hi','1 
the money. There has been a pruner s 
error." 

;\Ir. CLAYTOK: That is not true. as the girl 
left for Goomeri at half-past 6. Rnd the 
father intended to wire her at :Murgon about 
having won a prize. 

The HO:ME SECRETARY: I am onl,­
rriving the House the information furnished 
~le by Jilr. Abraham in the pr·esence of two 
officc;·s of my department. He snid that the 
g·irl telephoned just after her father h.ad 
been to the shop and collected the pr1z' 
money, advising that there had been a mis· 
take, and that the money ;v-as returned :'' 
him about an hour afterwards by Mr. Harns. 
YYho did not quibble ·or question the matte" 
at all. 

GovERNMENT ME)JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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The HOME SECRETARY: The whole of 
J\laryborough knew the circumstances. I 
have her·e a statement by Mr. Abraham, who 
states-

" I conduct a ' Golden Casket ' .agency 
at Kent street, Maryborough. Miss 
Mabel Harris, care of Hockley's, Limited, 
Maryborough, and daughter of Mr. 
Charles Harris, of Maryborough, applied 
to me for a ticket in the ' Golden Casket' 
Art Union :No. 55. Miss Harris's ticket 
number w·as 43953. 

" I had instituted a system to pay over 
the c-ounter with my own money, and at 
my own risk, upon receipt of the official 
receipt slip, covering myself by obtaining 
an order from the prize winner authoris­
ing me to draw the value of the prize 
from the 'Golden Casket' Art Union. 
That endorsement was pasted on the back 
of the ticket. 

'·The official result slip showed that 
~o. 43953 had drawn a. £100 prize. The 
result slip in No. 55 'Casket' was 
receiYed at my ;hop on Saturday, 14th 
October, 1922. 

"On the morning of that day Mr. 
Charles Harris presented :Miss Harris's 
>icht. which was paid by my brother-in­
law, :\fr. P. Quelch. 
' " Shortlv after the amount had been 
paid Miss Han·is telephoned mv shop 
that she had received .a letter fr~m the 
' Golden Casket ' office stating that a 
priiJter's error had occurred in the official 
result slip, and that the number which 
had draw'l the prize was 43593, held by 
'Let's V\'in Syndicate,' care of E. Bourke, 
care of J. and H. Balkin, J\iaryborough." 

I want hon. members to note that both these 
tickets were not purchased at Mr. Abraham's 
s!-lop. The two tickets were purchased from 
t1Yo totally different agents in Mary­
borough-

" Miss Harris telephoned the contents 
of the letter, and asked Mr. Quelch to 
mform her father. Mr. Quelch immedi­
ately sought lVfr. H arris, \Yho also imme­
diately refunded the money. 

"I had left for Brisbane on Thursdav, 
12ch October. My brother-in-law wrote 
me i.n Brisbane, with the result that I 
visited the ' Golden Casket' office on 
::\fonday. the 16th October, and person­
ally impectcd the official result card. I 
was perfec!lv satisfied that an error had 
been made by the printer. 

" I r·eturncd to Maryborough and 
~dvise~ Mr. Harris of the result of my 
mspectwn. 

" Dated at Brisbane this 1st day of 
October, 1924. 

" (Sgd.) W. ABRAHAM. 
"Witnessed by R. Mackay, 1-10-24." 

Mr. EDWARDS: Is Mr. Abraham a book­
maker? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not 
knov;; I onlv know that he has a business 
ir. Queen street. I asked the Audit Office 
;vh:ther they couid remember the particular 
mcrdent that occurred in 1922 and received 
!his letter, which is dated 2nd October, 1924-

" Sir,-In regard to ' Golden Casket' 
Art Union, No. 55, and £100 prize paid 
on ticket No. 43593, I beg to state that 
I examined the accounts of the ' Golden 

1924-4 K 

Casket" covering numbers 50 to 69, and 
I have certified to the balance-sheet for 
the year ended 30th June, 1923. 

" In regard to the alleged irregularity 
in the aboYe payment, I have to state· 
that I cannot remember the circumstances 
of the case, and, considering the number­
of transactions in each ' Casket' and the 
number of ' Caskets' examined by me in 
addition to the accounts of other impor­
t ant offices, and also that a period of 
approximately two years has passed since 
the payment occurred, it is lra·rdly 
feasib!o to exuect me to remember any 
particular incident after such laps-e of 
time. 

·'If however, an alteration in a result 
slip c~.me und<Ol' my notice, I am positive' 
I would ha,-e inquired into the ·matter 
before passing for payment the voucher 
relating thereto. 

"I have again examined the youcher 
and official ,rcsctlt card of ' Casket' ::\To. 55, 
and such examination reveals that pay­
ment was mad•• to the holder of ticket No. 
43593-the person entitled to receive same. 

" During my period of examination of 
the ' Golden ('asket' accounts I found 
that all rcascnable care was taken to 
insure the payment of the required 
amounts io the 11roper persons. 

" Yours obecliently, 
" (Signedi A. \V. WooD, 

' " Audit Inspector." 
To show that th! matter was not closed upr 

but that it was fully discussed in .!\Iary­
borongh. let me read from the Marvborough 
'· Chronicle" of Saturday, 14th 'October, 
1922-

" THE 'GOLDE::>r CASKET' RESULTS. 

" Some excitement was caused in 
Finney, Isles' establishment yesterday 
when a syndic;,te of nine lrtdy employees 
of the firm sa"· that the ticket nuc'nber 
,vhi<:h thev hr ;cl in the ' Golden Casket' 
nppcared 'in the £100 list in yestercla~-'s 
'Chronicle.' but on the arrival of the 
Brisbane morning dailies it was found 
that the number ach-ertised the"cin was 
43953 instead of 43593, as sent to us by 
our press agL'HCY on Thursday evening 
and .vhich appeared in the Brisbane even­
ing newspapns as being- a £100 prize 
winner. On further inquiries being in­
stituted Jnst night the press agency 
informed me !hat the figures they gave 
us the previous night tallied with the 
figures given ir' the BrisbanC\ 'Courier' 
reporter's staiement, but that the figures 
in ihe ad.-ertisemcnto tallied with the 
number 43953. The agency advised that 
tho aclyortisenwnt figures should be taken 
as the correct results. \Ve re,{ret that an 
error made in Brisbane. should ha.,-e been 
repeated to us " 

On 16th Octobcc. 1922. the Marvborough 
"Chronicle" had this t<J say- , 

" ' GOLDEN CASKET , RESULTS. 

" The figures 43593 and 43953 ha n> 
figured yery prominently in the last 
' Golden Caslcct' drawn in Brisbane on 
Thursday last. Coincidentally, they both 
applied to Maryborough syndicates. Out· 
Brisbane ageucy gave tho first number­
as a £100 prize winner in the ' Casket,' 
the official ad.-crtisement the latter. But 
after much uncertainty and doubt it now 
transpires that the original number 43593 
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is the cm-rect result. Mr. J. Balkin, 
Adelaide street, who sold the ticket to 
Finney's syndicate, receiving an official 
communication on Saturday morning 
from the ' Golden Casket' Office, Bris­
bane, to the effect th<~t a printer's error 
llad occurred in the official printed lists 
and asking that ticket No. 4359~ be for­
warded to Brisbane for collectwn. In 
the meantime, earlier on Saturday morn­
ing the prize money had been paid at 
Abraham's, where it was purchased, on 
ticket No. 43953, but the money was sub­
sequently returned, it is understood, when 
the official verdict was received." 

That shows pretty clearly that this great 
:bomb that the hon. member was going (o 
-explode is in reality only a " dud." 

Mr. MORGAN: You must admit that it 
shows carelessness in the issue. of the official 
result slip. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There may 
have been carelessness, but the check is so 
accurate that the result slips had not reached 
Jl.1aryborovgh before the error was detected 
I have hf'rP the receipt of the young lady 
to whom the m<mey was paid. 

The hon member asked for an inquiry. 
The " Golden Casket " office is open to public 
inquiry at any time and at all times. What 
n there to inquire into? The mer€ fact 
that two meu tvok advantage of their posi­
tion to defraud the " Golden Casket," and 
that checks have been instituted so that such 
a fraud cannot take place again? No one in 
the State has lost by it, because the rightful 
winners have been traced and the prize money 
pai<{ over, the " Golden Casket" bearing 
the loss. Has there been one definite charge 
brought forward in this debate tc, show that 
·t.here is anything wrong with the working 
of the " Golden Casket"? The drawing i" 
-subjec-t to inspection at any time, and I 
venture to say that, if anyone paid a visit 
..,-hen a drawing was taking place, they would 
'be CC'nvinced that it is absolutely above­
board. There is an inquiry going on all the 
time. The " Golden Casket " is under a 
-continuous audit by the Auditor-General's 
Department. It is not an audit of to-day, 
and none for a month or two months. They 
·earry on a continuous audit. Inspectors visit 
the office whenever they deem it necessary 
for an inspection to be made. In 1922 the 
officers in charge at that time had a com­
-plete mvestigation made into the " Golden 
-Gaeket" by the Public Service Commissioner. 
The inspection was made by Jl..lessrs. Staincs 
and Simpson. It was a very thorough inspec­
tion, and covered the whole operations of 
the " Golden Casket," and the recommenda­
tions of the Pu'Jiic Service Commissioner 
were carried out in their entir,ety by the 
committee. Almost every time the committee 
saw an opportunity of improving the conduct 
-of the business they have done so. I have 
no objection to any hon. member getting up 
m his plac~ and making any accusation he 
likes, provided he has been denied the right 
to g<'t facts to wpport his case before he 
c&mes into the House. We have to realise 
that last year alone from the " Goldel} Cas­
ket " funds the hospitals of Queensland­
largely country hospitals-received £130,000 
by way of grant and subsidy. Is it a fair 
thing that the " Golden Casket "-which 
even if you disagree with it like the hon. 
member for Wynnum, is the accepted policy 
of the Government of the da.y and is sup­
JPOrted largely by the public of the State-
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i,, it a fair thing that the whole of the benefits 
that go to the country residents-to the sick, 
the weak, and the afll.icted-should be 
jeopardis€d merely for some political pro­
paganda when the information could have 
beeu obtained b_y a simple request? The 
hon. member for \Vide Bav would have 
deserv&d support if he coufd. have shown 
that he had asked for the information and 
tbat it had been denied to him. If that 
h'•d occurred, he still would have had the 
t>pportunity of bringing the matter before 
thts House. I do not think thBre is anv 
need for an inquiry. The " Golden Casket,-, 
has the confidence of the people, because, in 
spite of everything that has been asserted 
in this House and outside, the last " Golden 
Casket " filled more rapidly than ever 
previously. 

Thac was a letter in the " Courier·· of 
yesterday, in which a person said that he had 
been a contributor to the " Golden Casket," 
getting as many as five tickets at a time and 
spending up to £50, but that he had never 
won a "bob." He belongs to the great 
family of anonymous people-to that 
numerou; large family one of whose original 
ancestors was swallowed by a whale, and I 
am one of them also. (Laughter.) I have 
been subscribing since I was sixteen years of 
age to '· Tattersall's" sweeps, (Laughter.) I 
have bought as many as three tickets in the 
"Golden Casket," and I am very glad to say 
tl- at I have never won a prize. (Laughter.) 
I have never won a " bob" from " Tatter­
Ball's," but what would be the good of my 
saying on that account that there was some­
thing "crook" in "Tattersall's"? I have 
been down to th~ races and lost £2 or £3-
I have backed-not "Four Stiffs" but "Eight 
Stiff,:' (LRughter.) We can quite realise 
that there are plenty of people who think they 
have a copyright to some particular syndicate, 
and, when a similar name draws a prize in 
another portion of the State, they hold up 
their hands and say, ''That was my prize; I 
was defrauded of it," in spite of the fact, as 
I have told the House, that in the No. 55 
., Golden Casket" there were tBn prizes won 
b:,· ten different " Black Cat Syndicates." 
Takinrr the number of investors as 100,000, 
them ~hould have been at least 1,250 "Black 
Cat Syndicates." 

In view of the explanation I have given. I 
think that the hon. member will admit that 
he has not got any case requiring inquiry. 
The Auditor-General ha-s been right through 
the "Golden Casket" results, and has dealt 
with every portion of the subject, and hon. 
members will have every opportunity of 
sec'incr his report when it is laid on the table 
of th~ House. 

At l2.48 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Mr. KELSO (Xandah): I think the diorus­

sion this morning emphasises the fact that it 
is stili more necessary since the last ,debate 
took place that in the interests of the public 
there should be an inquiry into this matter. 
\Vhat object can the Goyernment have m 
refusing to consent to an inquiry by a C?m­
mittee composed oi members from both s1des 
of the House? It would show the public that 
Parliament wants to sift the matter to the 
very bottom; and if such a committee pre­
sents a fa vourablo' report, the public will be 
satisfied. I do not take any inter,est in the 
"Golden Casket," but this particular instit?­
tion has gone into such large, figures that, m 
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~the intereets of the public. the charges should 
h·, inquired into. The proposed committee 
should be charged with the power to inquire 
into all the PG"'ibilitics for leakage. It is 
quite true, a' the ::Yiinister says, that an 
auditor is constantly in attendance, but it is 
absolutely impossible to find things that are 
not put down there. An auditor can only 
audit what is put in front of him. His audit 
mig-ht be on a certain line, and from that he 
might follow things up and find out whether 
~here have b0en any leakages. but an 
auditor. as a rule. can only audit the matters 
nut before him ; that is. as to the actual cash 
IHlssing through. This discussion shows con­
clusivelv that. in the interests of the '·Golden 
Casket'' itself. and in the interests Df the 
cDmmittee which is running the "Golden 
Casket," there should be an impartial and 
ind pendent inquiry. The Home Secretary 
said a few minutes ftgo that an inquiry by 
public servants was in-tituted ·some time agD. 
and those officials m a de certain recommenda­
tions. I am nDt going to say that those 
gentlemen did not make a searching inquiry­
I am ncJt going to find any fault with their 
recommendations-but tbings have come out 
which have caused a feeiing of nnrest on the 
part. of the public who patronise the " Golden 
Casket." It sPems t<J me that the simplest 
way of quieting that unrest-if the arguments 
put forward by hon. members on the Dther 
side, including the :Minister, are correct-is 
to have an inclependPnT inquiry by a com­
mittee. consisting J'ot of representatives from 
one side of tbe HDuse only, but of repre­
sentatives of bDth sides. Then we shall get 
finality. 

There is one question I would like to ask 
Dn that matter. I have made inquiries, and 
I believe I am correct in saying that what 
1s known as a balance-shec>t-reallv a state­
ment of receipts and expenditnr'e-of the 
•• Golden Casket" funds has not been pub­
'lishcd. I have not seen it. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: It is gi,~en in the 
Auditor-General's report. 

Mr. KELSO : I am not talking about the 
information ,Yhich is given ·to this House. 
Since this is a. public matter, one 0annot 
},a ve too much publicity on the doings of 
those who a re running the concern. lf thoro 
is nothing to conceal. there is no reason why 
such a statement should not be pnb!ishecl; 
bnt I think I am right in saying that it has 
not appear0d in the metropolitan prC"''s. 
From time to time we hear people saying, 
" It is a funny thing that a balance-sheet 
is never' published in the prPss." If tbe 
" GoldPn Casket" people wish to allav public 
suspicion-and the matter has arrived at that 
;.tagc where there is suspicion-then this 
should be clone. The committee should pub­
lish a statement of receipts and expenditure 
from time to time. 

The suggestion has been made that it is a 
iNrible thing to criticise the "Golden 
Casket" because the whole of the Hospitals 
vote and the Maternity Hospi(.als vote hang 
on the "Golden Casket." To sav that the 
people of Queensland would not be in a 
position to attend to the sick poor of the 
community if tbe " Golden Casket" were to 
go out of public favour and the people did 
not take tickets in them, is one of the 
poorest arguments I have ever heard. Prior 
t:) the establishment of the " Golden Ca"ket" 
money could be found for that purpose, and I 

belie\'e that, if the " Golden Casket" were 
wiped out to-morrow, the people of this 
community would cheerfully find the money 
to keep the hospitals going, and other 
humanitarian legislation which is from time 
to time introduced into this Chamber. 

I am not interested in the " Golden 
Casket." but I nm not finding fault with 
the c:ass of people who favour it as 
a means of finding money for the hospitals. 
'l'he majority of the people are in favour 
of it. The majority of members of this 
House are in favour cf it. Seeing that 
it has such widespread ramifications, the best 
thing for all concerned is tbat a committee 
should be appointed of representatives from 
both sides of the House to go into tbe 
matter, and I am certain that, when their 
report cam<' out, it would show any loop­
holes which arc pos•ible. 

I want to take this opportunity of referring 
to a statement by the Home Secretary on the 
last occasion when this matter was dis­
cussed. It just shows that all the informa­
tion we get is not reliable. The hon. gentle­
man was asked if the prizes referred to by 
the hon. member for \Vynnum had been paid 
twice, and he said that there had been irre­
gularities but that there was no suspicion 
of clefalccttion. The Home Secretary was 
perfectly right in saying what he did. He 
only gave hon. members the information 
which was handed to him. What I want to 
know is why that information was given to 
him. It was ~evidently not correct, because 
certain prosecutions have since taken place. 
These facts show the tone of the answer con­
veyed to hon. members by the Home Secre­
tary. They show that the management must 
have known at the time of these defalca­
tions. Two men were subsequently prose­
cuted, and I want to know whv the manage­
ment told the Home Secreta-ry, when the 
Home Department's Estimates were nncler 
dhcussion, that then.:' \Vas no suspicion of 
clchkation at all when these men had at 
that time been detected of fraud and were 
o fterwards prosecuted. The public ar·e gc>t­
ting a~ little bit restive about the "Golden 
Casket. •· The Government would be well 
advis~d to have the inquiry as suggested. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrrgo): The elabora­
tion by the hon. member· for \Vide Bay on 
this m<Jtion is about as ridiculous as its 
presentment. .\. certain part of the motion 
('Ontains the 1-vords, " I haye in mv posses­
sion definite and irrefutable proo~f"; and 
the hon. member goes on to say that the 
" definite and irrefutable proof " sbows " an 
apparent irregularity." This motion only 
senes to provide a sample of the combined 
literary abilit:;· of the Opposition, and that 
in itself defeat•·· the motion in its own terms. 
Th0 hon. m ember- for Wide Bav has neither 
prove~cl the irrefutability of the apparent, 
whate,-er that may be-nor has he proved 
the apparentness of the irrefutable-what­
enr that is. (Laughter.) The attacks on 
tho " Golden Casket " can be answered in 
two lines-that £2,500.000 have gone throngh 
the "Golden Casket," and the total irregu­
larities amount to only £700. We have no 
objection on this side to the Opposition 
bloocling its pnps and exercising its cDlts 
in ·· dud" attacks on the Government, but 
we have at least to ask them, with the few 
shreds of reputation they have left, to have 
some facts behind them when they make 
snch attacks. 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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Mr. EDWARDS: You did not leave much 
behind :vou when Carrington scared you at 
Mount Isa. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEDFORD : The morning has been 
taken up by foolish statements and ridiculous 
interjections bv soldier politicians, \vhose low 
intelligence adds another horror to \var. 

::\1r. KERR: Don't get annoyed. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I am not annoyed. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to address his remarks to the Chair. 

::\lr. BEDFORD: I will obev your order, 
Mr. Speaker, and. address my remarks to 
you, beca.use I am asmred of some intelli­
g-ence in that quarter. and the same cannot 
he said of hon. members opposite. This 
discussion on the ''Golden Casket" is 
genero_lly based on the idea of making 
another attack on the Government-a 
variant of hypocris;., which is the political 
stock-in-track of those hon. members oppo· 
site who have spoken. Everybody knows 
that gambling is so inherent in the com­
munity that it is inseparable from almost 
even act of life. The farmer who deals 
,y·itl{ Ron1a Hl'c'Ct takes on the greatest 
gamble of his life enry time he sends pro­
duce there, not knmYing how much he is 
going to gC't out of it: so it is in n1ost 
happPnings of !if?. Opposition members who 
arP directors of ·• dnd" in~urance con1panies 
are asking people to take a gamble on. insur­
ance, most!. an impossible gamble when it 
come'· to payment of bPneflts as compared to 
the terms of the Slate Insurance Department. 

Mr. C'LAYIO!';: Sit dmYn, and let a vote 
be taken. 

Mr. BEDFORD: \"\~ are not going to take 
a Yote QH a ridiruloas thing like thi,:;. 
(Opposition interruption.) Th~re is no 
"definite and irrefutable proof showing an 
appar('nt irrcgularit:: .. , This is the great 
literary Ftuff--

Mr. CORSER (Burn, tt): :Ylr. Speaker, I 
beg to moye~ 

" That the question be now put." 

The SPEAKER: :Ylr. B2dford. 

Mr. BEDFORD: This is the great literary 
, stuff of which the tremendous abilitY of the 

combined Opposition is capable. They can 
in no case point to one particular in the 
conduct of the " Golden Casket" which shows 
it to be badly conducted. The inYgularities 
amo:mt to £700 on a total sum of .£2.500.000. 
Almost even financial institution in Aus­
tralia would. be glad of such a record and 
to have such slight irregularities. ' 

l\Ir. COTl''ER: Sit clown and let the motion 
go t.n a ...-ntP, 

At 2 p.m., tlu House, in aecorrlnnce 1cith 
Scssionctl Ordu, procrcded 1cith Gocanment 
busincs'i. 

T'CLLY S'CGAR \VORKS AREA LA~D 
REG'CLATIO:\'S RATIFICATIO~ BILL. 

IXITIATIO:>r IX C01DIITTEE. 

(Jfr. Pollock, GrrgorJt, in the ch({ir.) 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. ::YicCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to declare the validitv of cer­
tain regulations dated the thirtieth day 

["~fr. Bedford. 

of May, 1924, purporting to have beeu 
made under the provisions of the Sugar 
·works Act of 1922, and for other conse­
quential purposes." 

These regulations were the subject matter of 
a discussion on a nrevious occasion. The· 
leader of the Opposition took exception then 
to the issue of these regulations, and stated 
that we were governing by regulation. I. 
went to some pains during that discussion to­
point out that the regulation which had been 
issupd could have been legally issued by the 
Treasury, as the Sugar \Vorks Act governing 
the Tul!v Mill area contained ,all the powers 
to issue "regulations such as were issued. \Ve 
found it was unwise to set up two land settle­
ment -departments. I have been making an· 
attempt since I have been in charge of the 
Lant'ls Department to bring all matters that 
rightly belong- to the Lands Department 
under it. (Hear, hear!) I have now· 
approached the :\lines Department, so that 
we shall not have two or three departments 
dealing with land s~ttlement and actually 
giving different tenures. (Hear, hear!) That 
is a vNy necessary thing to do. I cannot 
understand why these departments were evee 
allowed to carry on the business of the Lands 
Department under other Acts of Parliament. 
\Ye find ourselves in difficulties by having 
two seleCtors side bv side under different 
tenur-es and under different administrations. 
'I hat is not good. In 1 his particular instance· 
we desire to ,~efit certain power now pos­
sessed bv th0 Treasury in the Lands Depart­
ment. The rPgulations will then be valid. 
Thev were not valid-and the hon. membe1· 
for ·Aubig-ny mentioned that fact--as issued 
by the Lanch Dcnartment, although they 
were quite valid if they were issued unde1· 
the Suzar \Yorks .Act, which governs the· 
'T'u!ly RiYer arra. The advantages of the 
Bill arc that the Lands Department will have 
complete control of this area, as it should 
r tve. The re.,ulations give a lit tie more 
power in dca lin!2' with the basis of rental 
than is containPd in the Land Act. As I 
previnush· stated, the department thinks that 
this Bill is necessarv because the State. as a. 
whole, was spending £750,000 of public 
monev in this particular area. The values 
that "·err, recently secured for land sold in 
the Tullv su:rar works area have amply 
prm·ed tl1at thw,e Yelues do exist. \Ye believe 
that thP law apnlying to other areas should 
not apply to this narticular area, because· 
there is a n·eat nublic benefit put upon the­
land in that district; and to meet that 
incrcnsccl ya]nc '"" propo··e to make thP 
rPnt .I 5 per c~nt. of the capital value instead 
of H pPr cent.. or instead of 3 ner cont. as 
exists qnder the present Act. It might be 
argurc! that we could inflate the land valuPs 
to gpt the same inrome. No doub+- '"e could; 
but it is not a wise thing for the Govern­
ment. th" owners of this area, to inflate the 
values for the nurpose of .,ettini" whet is 
considNNl a fair return. If we inflated the 
valu8 to double its prespnt ratin/2', w-e wonld 
be imnosin,- a considerable oblig-ation, and 
'O I t h; n k the better method will be the one 
1'ow proposed. 

\Ve also desire to use our land officials. 
That will save expense. \Ve do not want to 
create new departmPn' s. One of the curses 
0f Governments is that there are too many 
departments. You give a man a desi!2'na­
tion. and soon he wants a tvnist and .a 
clerk, and if vou do not watch him you will 
have a sqb-department before you can say 
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« Jack Robinson." Branches of my depart­
rnent work under the Prickly-pear Board, 
\Yhich saYes the creation of new sub-depart­
ments. The Land Court will also haYe juris­
diction under the Sugar \Vorks Act. At 
present the Land Court has no power to 
deal ith rt:,_~_ssessn1ont,, but the present 
Tegulations give po\Yor to the Land Court to 
-operate in that area the same as it doe' in 
;any other. 

There is only one other matter-and I am 
at some pains to explain this regulation 
because of th0 motion mo\'cd recentlv bv the 
leadPr of the Opposition-that ic with regard 
to lora l authority rating. I a n taking 
the valu~ of ,-,in1ilar land, frechdd land, 
in that Hf'ic·hbourhood! and taking the 
,-a]ua1ion of that land as the value of the 
land in this area for local anthorit:.- rating 
purpOSl'S. Gnder the Sugar \Yorks Act there 
js no proYision for local authority rating at 
all. Of course. that was an omission in the 
original Bill. \Ye arc correcting that omis­
sion, and adopting \Yhat w·e consider a fair 
valaation. Yiz .. the average Yalue of freehold 
1awl in the neighbourhood, and saying that 
that is the value for the purpose, of this Act. 

1'.Ir. 'l'.HLOR: ~.l.nd you collect rates? 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA::-\DS: 
1'\o: the local authoritv collects the rate~. 
Thi' is only for the pm·po~e of the valuation. 
1.~ho usual s:ystcn1 of Yaluation, of course, is 
to {ix the capital value at twenty times the 
annua.I rent. 

~\Ir. :\IOORE: You have alter-ed that. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, that was the original law under the 
Local Authorities Act. That did not give 
satisfaction. 
• Mr. KrxG: The system which prevails now 
1s the system you propose. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LANDS: 
The councils have not adopted that. We 
had a difficulty at Southpm·t because of the 
values on the leasehold. 

Mr. Kr:m: You fix the values yourself? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LANDS: 
That slipped my mind. I was in touch with 
the· Chairman of the Local Authoritie<' 
Executive, and I had to admit that the 
principle of adopting twenty times the annual 
value as the capital Yalue did not work out 
<:'quitably. 

Mr. KELSO: In the South Coast district I 
ihink it "·orked all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
On two or three occasions I ha ye ha cl to 
approach !Dull authorities because these 
troubles ha,-e cropped up in z,onnection with 
I,.J?rpctnal leases. Enonnous prir;cs \YerP paid 
for land at JI;Iom't Isa, but the p uchasers 
<.lid not pay cash for the lftnd. Thcv pay 
for the land on a basis of 3 pCl' ccn(. 011 the 
auction pric2s. That is not the freehold 
,·alue of the land. If you put that land up 
as freehold, tln purchasers would have to pav · 
the whole of the money. but under prescn"t 
<eonditions if the mine io a failure or if it 
does not turn out as expected, then these 
men v;ill on!:c pa_,. a few years' rental and 
then throw up the land. For that reason it 
is unfair to take the utpitalisecl value of the 
perpetual leases as the value for rating pur­
posee. That is \vhat has been done bv some 
local authorities. ' 

Mr. KELSO: In the South Coast district 
they took one and a-half times the value. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: 
TheY did after we interfered, because it was 
affe~ting the sale of tpe land. The people 
1old us that. if the local authoritY rated 
really on what ,.-as a fictitious Yah~e. they 
threatened to throw up the land. That is the 
mbstanc" of the regulations.. and I am only 
;;sking the House to ,-alidate under the Lands 
,\et wh t is already in operation under the 
Corpotatio!1 of the 'I'reasurer. 

:Ylr. MOORE (.lu[Ji(!n]t): I was Yery 
pleased to hear the' 1·emarks which fell from 
the Secrotarv for PLtblic Lal1lb. \Yhen the 
regulations ,\·ere L-,iJ on the table \YC took 
PxcPptiun to cl'rl-ain portions~ anJ at. that 
time the ~lini-5tPr agreed to brir~g in a 
\"alid1ting n1easnre for the rca."ons he has 
juit gi,·on. One olthe points he mentioned in 
partict,hr \nt:o; thi .. vc·ry quest"ion of rating. 
The puint I tvok in regard to the rc;nlations 
ns issued \V,!s thnt they were gi)ing back to 
the old prineiple rf n~~ing the value t 1xenty 
tin1C'~" the annual rrnt. The :.\l:inistcr no·w 
declnr0~1 that he is going to adopt the lH'in­
ciplc in the an1cn~1ed 1-\ct. wh.i·ch provide.;; 
1h tt the Yahte of freehold land of similar 
quality in the s: n1e district shall b0 taken 
as the ralu'--' fo~· rating purpo""c-_., Thar is 
only a fair th:ing. It \YHS the policy adopte-d 
l\v the Go,~e-rnrncll1 '"hen thev introduced the 
r~C.rpetunl lea-:-c sy.~tc 111 \Yhich~ neces--itater1 the 
<1 lteratiun in the method of Yaluation. At 
thar tirne the Govern111ent put the vcr~~ lovv 
rental r;f 1~ per Cf!llt. of the capital Yalue on 
!Jiocks of land and then they got the an:oL·'lt 
1he~· required by inflating the valtu• of L • 
land. That principle has caused an inunenS. 
amount of trouble in different part, of thL 
State for the reasons giYen by the ::'lliEister. 
That is tD say. it created a disparity in 
Yalue between the lands in the perpetual lease 
area and the land.s outside. I am nleased to 
.'ce that the Govcrnm<ent have adopted the 
new principle, and are putting \vhat they 
consider an equitable value on the land. and 
B re g,~tting· the rncney required by charging 
5 pe1~ cent. instead of 1~ 11er cent. That 
polic_,- Bhould haYe been adopted frDm the 
,·cry beginning. because we haYe inequitable 
valuations in n1a1\Y other parts of the State 
which haYe bee'l brought about !Jy the 
['ractice which has been followed. I am also 
plea,ecl to know that it is the intf'ntion of the 
department, when a large amount of public 
money is spent in an~~ area. to sep that the 
r•cople \Yho )i,-c in that are.1 pa,- for the 
~1dva.ntages they get. That is a deftnite 
principle that \Y0 on this side ~trongly 
D ppro,·e of. The idea of spending a large 
mnount Df 1nonev in a certain area for the 
hen(·fit of that ;,rea, and then a .king the 
1 axpayPI·s to n1ake up the a1nount ot r:noney 
required. iw tea cl ef allowing the area con­
fcrncd to be ~clf-~upporting. is e. wro~1g one. 
l have nothing to complain of about the 
principie which has hecn intwcluccd in the 
Bill. The objection I took when the regula­
tions were publishcci was not with regard to 
the principle wh1ch it was attempted to 
establish but to 1h~ principle of gowrnment 
bY regulation instt ad of bv Act of I'arlia­
ment. Our. prote,~t on that Occasion has been 
iustifiecl lw having- got a cl~ar statement on 
~he question and hning this valiclatins;· Bill 
brought in. The Bill will make for th" bE-tter 
governn1ent of the State. as the Govcrnn1ent 
\,·ill haYe the whole of the admini2tration of 
the ,-arious lands of tho State und"l' the 
Department of Public Lands. I think that 
is a good departure. I only hopE' that the 
system which is ir,auguratecl in this Bill will 

Mr. iil oore.] 
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be follmwd in future land settlement schemes. 
so that we shall not have any discrepancy of 
valuatiuns. and will have an effective Fsi.cm­
rnaking the sCttlenH'nts in which publi~..~ n1oney 
i•- being- cxpcnckd self-supporting. rather 
than allowing lars!:'' amounts of 1nonev to be 
fcund by the -genei·al taxpayer. I am ],leased 
that tho ~Iinistf'r has seen the -wisdoru of 
bringin.g in a Yal3c:ating Bill and altering the 
principl,, \Yhich \YC said ,,-a'3 a wrong ono. 

Qucst1on put and pas-:.ed. 
The IT OU!'.2 resn~1ted. 
The C'I!AimiAx ;cpo,·ted that the Cocnmitt.ce 

had come to a re,oiution. 
The reeolution "'" agreed to. 

FIRST READ!xG, 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA:\'DS 
(Hon. \Y. :VIcCormack, Cairn") presented the 
Bill, ancl mm·ed-

,, That the Bill be now read a first 
ti1ne. 5

' 

Question pnt ant! pa•-sed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the De.y for to-morrow. 

COTTO:\' I:\'Dl'STRY ACT AME~D:VIE:'\T 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl'RE 
(Hon. \Y. ~- Giilies, Earhttm): In moving· 
the second reading- of this Bill, I desire to 
sa: that the principal object of the measure 
is to remove the ern bar go against growing­
ratoon cotton in accordance with the deci­
sion of the Government. and to lav down the 
conditions under which ratoon cotton shall 
be grown, as agreed to by the representatives 
of the (Otton-growers. The other principle 
involved is that of taking power to make 
regulations to bring about a co-operatiYe con­
trol in the industry by making a levy for 
the purpose of acquiring or erecting cotton 
ginneries. provided that 75 per cent. of the 
gro-wers are in favour of that course, as 
sho\1 n by a poll. 

I do not think it is necessarv to make a 
long- speech on this Bill, because it has been 
fully discussed already. The question of 
whether t.he Government should allow the 
growing of ra to on cotton or not was debated 
on the vote of c<>nsure motion and on the 
Address in R0ply, when the cotton industrv 
received the prominence which it undoubtedlv 
merits. On the Estimat·s of the Departmer-'t 
of Agricultur·e, we had a further discussion 
and on th0 initiation of this Bill speeche~ 
lon&>;er than usual were made on this ques­
tion. I shall therefore content mvself bv 
saying that the justification for the Bill is 
the unfavourable seasons which we hav·e in 
Queensland for plant cotton and the price 
which cotton has been bringing. I must 
admit that this year both of them have been 
favourable 10 tho,e who advocated the grow­
mg of ratoon cotton. Hon. members opposite 
have been open and consistent and frank 
in their hostility to the measure which 
was introduced some t\\·elve months ago 
whilst other hon. members of the sam~ 
parh- wer·e just as emphatic in their ex­
prc,,ions of oninion at the time that we 
were taking the >vise course in prevent­
ing the grmYing of ratoon cotton. I repeat 
that the seasons, fJftrticularlv in Central 
Queensland. and the abnormailv high price 
of cotton have been favourable to those who 

[.Mr . .Moore. 

wished to grow ratoon cotton, and have· 
to a large extent led the Government to 
review tl;eit· decision. \Yhether it is a wise 
step or not. as I have already said, can 
only be determined by experience; but the 
Government propme to allow first ratoon 
cotton to be g-ro>vn under dearly defined 
conditions set out in the regulations. Those 
regulations are necessary for two reasons~ 
First-and more important-the Government 
of Queensland, in conjunction with the 
Commonwealth Government,. are guarantee­
ing a price for cotton which involYcs con­
siderable risk to the taxp'Lyers; secondly, 
the majority of cotton-growers in this State 
arc growers of annual cotton. On the 
initiation of the Bill I gave figures to show 
that only a small p0l'centage of the cotton­
groy;,-c-rs have grown ratoon cotton during 
the last two seasons. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: It could not be otherwise. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am not goiHg to say that it will be SO· 

when this Act passes, but I am going to say 
that prior to the embargo only a small 
proportion of g-rm• crs grew ratoon cotton. 
I have already said that I believe a majority 
of the cotton-growers will do the same as the 
sugar-cane growerF, that is, grow both annual 
and ratoon cotton. I make no secret of the 
fact-and I have said it before when I 
introduced the previous measure-that from 
the growers' point of view, pure and simple, 
I recognised that there was a good deal 
h be said for the growing of ratoon cotton, 
and that I >vas in sympathy with the cotton­
grower in that respect. because, as in the 
case of >mgar-cane. practically the whole of 
the cmt of clearing land, ploughing, and 
planting the crop was absorbed in the first 
year's cntting, whereas. the first ratoon cane 
crop-which of cours<~ was the best-was th~ 
c.ne "-hich returned th0 profit, or, in other· 
words. was the payable crop. Afterwards 
dPterioration takes place in sugar-cane, and 
I am informed that it takes place also in 
ra.toon cotton, and that is why we have 
agreed to permit the growers to grow only 
first-year ratoons. 

I.Yith regard to the removal of all restric­
tions I want to say that the guarantee comes 
to an end so far as I am concerned at the 
end of the 1926 season. The Commonwealth 
and State Gm-crnments ha Ye agreed to 
guarantee a price for the next two vears, 
and the price has been fixed for the cotton 
crop now being planted. 

That price has been agreed to by the· 
Commonwealth and the States. and for the 
following year it will be a matter for deter­
nlinatlon. A guarantee has been pron1ised 
for two years, and ,yhen that guarantee 
come" to an end, if the majority of the 
gro\H:>rs :-.av thev \Yant the legislation re­
pealed, and thev' want to be allowed to do 
absolutelY as the:: like "·ith their own, and 
df:'",ire to ( arr:v out an indh-idualistic 11olicy, 
I for one \vill be prepared to listen to their 
claim: but. "-bile that guarantee exist' and 
dw taxpayNs of this State and the Com­
n!olnvcalth are involved in a guarantee of 
a price 1:rhich i.-- a.hnost. certain to cause a 
cTrtain amount of lo'3s to the Govern1npnts, 
then ther0 i;; justification for a certain 
amount of control. 

l\Ir. ELPHTXSTOXE: Is the hon. gentleman 
of the 011inion that a loss will still be 
incurred from now on ? 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTCRE: 
Ye e. Th o ]Jrice agreed to by the Cabinet 
HS recommended b1· rhc confei·ence in Mel­
bourne a few wE•eks ago, and ratified by the 
Queensland Gov0rnrnent a fe\v days ago. n1ay 
possibly in.-olw a further loss. It \\ill be 
necessarv to incur that loss because the 
farn1ers "ha Ye to bo encouraged to establish 
the industry, and at th0 present time we are 
not able to supply a suffici0nt quantity of the 
better· quality seed to enable all the farm0rs 
to gro,,- ,,-hat we bdie.ve to be the best 
quality cotton to ensure the best price. 
In an endea _vonr to gf't the farmers 
proper;y established the Governments are 
justified in taking a reasonable risk. The 
risk will not be great. and if the present 
price of cotton pre_vails, there will be no 
los' at alL The loss to dale is, roughly, 
£69,000. 

ciJr, T.HLOR: B_v Queensland alone? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICHJLTCRE: 
::\o, that is the total loss. The Common­
wealth Government ha.ve agreed to share the 
State's locs for last yHtr, which is more than 
hcdf that sum. It is interesting to note the 
world's cotton position to-day. Owing to the 
fact that A.merica is now largely using her 
own raw material to keep her own machinery 
JEo>ing and owing to the depredations of 
the ball weevil !here, there is a world 
shortage of cotton, and because of that \'\oriel 
shortage the Queensland Government are 
determined to take a certain amount of risk 
iE encouraging the farmers in Queensland 
to go in for growing cotton. I believe that, 
if the indu.,try is properlv established and 
prices ren1ain an"lwh-.:re near where thev are 
at present, the farmers will be able to carry 
on the grmving of cotton, if not as a principal 
industr:v, as a continuous side line, ,vithout 
anv Gonernment subsidy or guarantee. Mr. 
Himbury, one of the officers of the British 
CDtton Growing Association and one of the 
h'ading Lancashire cotton authorities, in a 
paper read at a textile conference at 'Vemble_v 
on-lOth June, 192-!, makes a >cry interestin~ 
st;;.tcment about the "·arid's position of 
cotton. He mentions what has been done 
in Australia. and also touches on the anti­
ratoon cotton legislation. He apparently 
was rather pleased it had been passed; but 
the most important part of his statement, 
in my opinion, is that dealing with the 
position in America, \vhich is the most im­
pm·tant cotton-growing countrv in the world. 
:\Ir. Himbm·,. points out that thirty years 
ago America grew 7,000,000 bales of cotton 
annual!:c. when cotton was one-third of the 
present-day price, and he also pointed out 
that American consumption has so increased 
that Amc-rica to-day requires 6H per cent. 
r,r the cotton produced. I read the paper 
through last nig·ht, and took out some rather 
imy,ortant f1gures, which I think I should 
use on this occasion to ernphasiso the serious­
ne's of the nosihon from the British spinners' 
po'nt of vie•v. Those f1gures show the extent 
of the commercial crop of American cotton, 
and the percentag0 consumed by that 
country-

Amonnt ---~- Perrri~tagr 
Produced. Consumed in 

--~------~ ~-------·~ AnH•rica. __ 
Bale'. 

1001-J 915 . . 11,087,000 36'2 
1 o21-1022 . . n :4\)n,ono I' 55 
1923-1924 . . 11,091,000 I GH 

Those figures show that the utilisation of the­
raw product in A m erica has been gradually 
increasing. \Ye also find that, wlule the 
consun1ption of thf~ ,raw material is going up 

in America from yoar to year 
[2.30 p.m.] to keep their own machinery 

mO\·in<\', the ball weevil has b,en 
rpducing the crop. The boll weevil in 1912 
c><used a deficit in the crop produced m 
.-\rncrica of 3.36 per cent., while in 1921 the, 
(c tal destmction by the ball ,,-ee_vil reached 
the alarming f1gur0 of 30.98 per cent. of the 
total crop. The figures for 1921-22 are also 
illuminating because they show that, while 
lh0 acr~-'::tge is increasing, the harvest of ra \V 

cotton i.s not increusjng in proportion, parti­
cularly because of the operations of the boll 
IYcevif, as will be seen by the following 
figun's :-

Year. Arrcage. 

--------------

19:?.1-19:?.2 .. 
1922-1923 .. 
1923-1924 .. 

31,678,000 
;H,016,000 
30,224,000 

Xo. of Bales 
Harvested. 

8,375,000 
10,3:38,000· 
10,200,000 

I think I should mention that more recent 
confidential reporh from America show an 
irnprm ment on the figure~ quoted by Mr. 
Himburv. The mcrcaso 1s ·due to the 
fact that thE' ball weevil is not so 
'lf>tivc, anr1 bCC:lllS8 drastic l11CfiRUfE'S have 
be{'n carried out to pre.vent the spread 
uf that pest. Tb1~ actiou has to some extent 
bPen effective. The farmers are going into· 
C>ther crops because of the depredations of 
the boll weevil, nnd it is possible that the 
n rea under cotton iu An1crica vvill not increase 
to considerably mme than 40,000,000 acres. 

'Yhcn it. is rc,_'ognised that the world's. 
requirement of cotton was about 20,000,000 
bales, and tha; America is the greatest cotton 
~·roducer in the world, hut that their own 
local requirernents are ever increasing, and 
the denredations of the ball weevil are so 
great, -it makes the cotton people of the 
Empire sit up and take notice, because it 
i;; a yery serious position. Y!r. Himbury~ in 
the course of his address at \Yembley, said-

" It is this problem which has so 
seriously alarrqed thoughtful students of 
the si tu a tion." 

It. gives us a unique opportunity to estab_lish' 
the indu strv in Oncenslancl on sound !Jnes 
befor<O the 'ball \\:eevil has been controlled 
and Amerira again becomes a big· exporter 
of the raw materiaL Other countries such 
'JS India, which prodL!Ces about 5,000,000 
balco of cotton, and Africa are taking 
ad_vantage of tlie high pric~s and cheap 
l>thour-wh ich we do not have here­
to establi,h thP industrv on sound lines. 
Irrig~ttion is beir1g- car.ricJ out in son1e 
parts of Africa to promote tho growth 
of a better quality of cotton. All the 
r-vidcnce points to the fact that, if wo only 
establi~h the industry wisely, and endeavour 
10 settle it on a wund basis and produce the 
very best que 1· ty which will command the 
very best price, an industry will be estab­
:ished in Quecnsl?.nd of which we shall have 
w:ne reason to be proud. \'\ith reg-arri to the 
general charge rnade against the Gove-rnn1ent 
of attempting· to control the cotton industry 
hy inducing th • farmers to adopt the bes':; 
methods of farming in order to produce 
the very best article, I wish to say that all: 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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Australia has suffc,red by reason of the policy 
that '·Anything ;, good enough to export." 
It is pleasing to note a general change in 

-that attitude, not only among the general 
publ'<:, but with all producers. The Fruit 
~~larketing ~m11rr,ittce in Queensland hav-e 
now determmed that onlv the beet banan~s 
sha-ll be exported to the" south. That is a 
Yery ·wi:::~ precav t-ion, becatuo it is the 
.3outhern peovle ''· ho determine 'Yhethe1· "\Ye 

shall be protected against thD black-gTO\Yn 
l,,Lnanns of Fiji. Other industrie·0 are follow­
ing thci. ex-ample Only the other daY in 
J\Ielbourne the Federal Gm-ernment p8ooed an 
Act dealing with ihe dairying industry, and 
a conference repre~enting the produr_:crs of 
.._.1_ustralia has dctcr.nined on a national brand 
for our butter. 

Tl:ooe things indicate that other industries 
.... th~lt ha q: l~c·n ( .,tabJished for n1anv vears­

particuLuly tho<-5_: indu"!t rie. that ~exl_)ort a 
large quantity ol' their products-are rccog­
ni~ing that ;tnything is not ~;cod enongh. that 
the 0c~nsurn(·l' o:1 the oth>r ~ide of the world 
-eannur l}(~ fcolf'd rdl the time, and that he 
y,-ill wr-lkf' up to tlu: fact that other countries 
are cln.s.~ifying, grading, and inspect~ 
In'-.:: cx~Jort:,. If 1ve R re going to keep 
vnr n1~ rkPts nnd cau~e those 1nar~ets to 
Pxtencl. " mmt be Ycrv careful that we 
<export the and nothii{g but the best. 

l wi3h to ~ay a few \Yord" regarding the 
·grading and classifyjng of ether products to 
j Ll'ti,y I he mn:idy and the efforts of my 
departnlent to try and encourage the gro1ving 
of the Yer:v hest quality of cotton for export. 
It is more than twenty y•ars since the people 
of Qw!0nsland started out to grade butter, not 
only for local consumption but for export. At 
'the rPTS>.?Ilt til11E' ihere are SlX ~radcs--super­
finc·. !ir-;t, choice. second, third. and pastry. 
'I'lw butter prvducers rcali"'' that their pro­
duct must be fully protected and properly 
gracled. There· ;, no difference of opinion 
about that. Tlw people of :'\ew Zealand are 
in 3(h·ance of thP peoplp of Australia, and 
the :\Iacsey Government during tlw last two 
years h::tve pa:;,-~d two pi('tYs of legislation, 
and havr: s'~t up t\YO imnortant boards .. one 
dealing· with the !1l(·at indmtrv and the other 
with tlw butt•cr producers. a n"d pe>Yer is put 
into their hands to prohibit the export of 
anything likely to iuj utc tho good name of 
::'\ew Zealand. The time has arrived when 
v1e ~hou]J take- E<in1ilar action. l~o n1an. no 
mattpr how n:cuch we mac· talk about liherty 
and individuality, has a right to do anything 
to injme the liLerty of somnne else. \Vhen 
that liberh interfer :s with the liberty of the 
people. it ·has to be cnrtail<'d and c~llc.-1 b~­
some oth{'r nan1e snf'h as lic0nse. That is 
lVh't.· lYe bdieye \.Ye should enclea\·our so to 
eor;crol the> cotton industrv as to see that 
nothing but the best is exriorted. 

'With regard to \Yool, I have heard the 
:otatement in this House more than once that 
the vvoo] people are · ble to earr,- out and 
dctern1ine their own destiny 1vithont pass~ 
ing a special viecc of leg-islation. I admit 
th;tt they arc, and tha+ Australian >vool is 
the best in the world. That succees is because 
Df the great demand for wool. and because of 
the fact that our wool is the best in the world. 
\Y c are therebv able to get the almost 
fal.ulous prices 'that are being received at 
prE -0nt. The wool people do grade their 
wool. and there are 847 grades of wool. Three 

· faC'iors .are taken into a~count-

1. Percentage of clean sconred wool. 
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2. QuaJih~, in spinning counts n1ay range 
from 16's to lOO's. 

3. Length of staple. 

The main factors are yield, spinning 
quality, and length of staple. 

\Yi th regard to the grading of sugar-c:!ne I 
can speak \·-ith a good deal of feeling bccau,;e 
>Yhen "" haYe all this talk about doing >vhat 
vou like and about ratoonists not being able 
to ratoon, I ren1c•n1ber that on on~ o~casion 
I and n1y partners. at the sugge:tlon of the 
ColoHial Sugar Rc·fining Company. plamed 40 
i..cres-thc largest area of ii"' kind in ::\ew 
South \Yales. The type of cane >vas recom­
mended bv the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
lHtny and" -r,ra,; kno1Yn a.s '· ~e\Y Guinea Xo. 
14." ~Ht"r we had planted that cane and 
1·orkcd on it for t•w yea~·s. tlw Coloni~l 

Sugar Rcfinin~ Compan:c dJOcm·ered that n 
was sornething below 5.5 c.r·.s.-I n1ay say 
thc'rc vvcrc no check chemists in those clays. 
and ,,.,, were· told that they \Youlcl not take 
the ('UJJP. That mcont that >Ye would have 
to allow it lie on the ground and rot. It was 
onh· Le, 1use uf a hit of a bluff and a flaw 
in the agreen1ent !hat IYP got the c1:op tak~n. 
~OIY t.hl' n1i1ls insist upon a ccrta1n densn:,~ 
in sugnr~cane. 1\·hich is quite .1:ight. ~-\s 
tinlC'8 l"n)nl on and af' r _gulatJon5 can1e 
into fore:.: the: farn1er was paid not :-<J n1uch 
hy the tonnage, but for the quantity of sug-a1· 
i1i the cane. Practicallv eYcry b1t of cane 
aroiYll in Queen<.} and is "now paid for on. an 
~nalvsi8 baei~. Therefore we haY£> gracl1ng 
in s{ltrar~cane and prrvi11Cnt according to the 
c.c.s. no£ the cane. ~ 

A,- a result of the cane prices legishtion the 
farnwrs have been induced not to gr?W 
for tonna~rr• alone. Some of the I _,density 
canes yj~Jd the highest tonnage _ 
and wl1ile the farmer was paid by 
there ·was no encouragement for him tv ... 
sw,,et cane. But to-day, when the farmer 
paid on the analysis and not on the tonnage 
of the crop, he has been induced to grow the 
yory best quality of cane. 

The same thing applies to w~eat. Whe'\~ 
is g-raded. \Ve have "pnme milhng wheat 
and "f.a.q. wheat." The. same t~mg 
applies to copper. Copper IS graded mto 
seYeral grades-electrolytic, be'·.t select:ed. 
stalldard. and blister copper. The same t~mg 
applies ro gems. So that to-day there B a 
tendcncv to encourage the people engagrng 
jn prinlary or secondary indus_trie~ to pro~ 
duce the best and to pay accoTding Vl Yalue. 

I wi.sh to sav one or two ·words in regard 
to the prm·isic;'n in the Bill which enables a 
]c n· to be made for the purpose of co-opera­
tivf.h· controlling the industry .. I ·~1o .n~t 
thinl( I n--ed 1nakc any dcclo.rat1on 1~ this 
Chan1bcr <.1bout r1v belief in co~operation so 
far a;; the farn1crs~ aTe co.ncerr;cd. bee :.use

1 
all 

1~1v life: or. at any ratCl, s1nce I reacl1ed 
Jr,anhoorl. I ha ye been an adv-ocate ?f 
ro~oJ··~ration. I rC'cognise. as 1Yas. s~I~ 
b;• Ernerson. that there arc three atun~c,e, 
":hich vou can adopt to,va~·ds yo~r nel!Sh­
bour. ·One is to eo-operate vn.th lum, 
a not her is to compete \Yith !11m, an cl 
the third is to ig·nore him. In these 
daYs vou cannot ignore hin1. You have 
eit.hc·r ~to compete 1vith hin1 or ~o-oper.:J !e 
with him. There is a good deal to be said 
for healthy competition so long as it is c~m­
p<'tition. Some people call It competition 
when there is no competition at all. To my 
mind. the best thing is co-operation. so far 
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·us the primary producers are concerned. As 
I have repeatedly said to people who talk 
about co-operation, the pas;ing of resolutions 
to the effect that the farmer should control 
his own industry does not get you .anywhere. 
It must be borne in mind; in regard to the 
cotton industry, that before complete control 
by the farmers can be brought about the 
farmers haYe io assume a. Ycry large and :a 
very important responsibility. Co-operation 

. .canllot be brought about by pa~3ing pious 
re-olutions o1· by a magic waYo of the hand. 
It can only be brought about by the farmers 
thenlseh-cs 1naking certain sacrifices. I 
beiie,-e that a majority of the farmers who 
grc'v cotton ~~Yill be prepared to 1nake the:-:.e 
sacrifices when the time comes. If they arc, 
tho chaugc cm be made. I intend to take 
po\ver under thi:~ Bill to n1nkc the nc(,-~~,arv 
leYiC1:3 on their crop'3 to enable co-operatioi1 
tr) lJc broaght c:.bout. John Stuart :Hill 
said--

" There is no more accura to test of th" 
progrf:~ss of civilisation than the progrE:~s 
oi the power to co-operat-e.'' 

agree ,,·ith hin1, and I agree that co-opera­
tion is rnaking great strides. \Yhen we hear 
the complain1S of the cotton-grmn•rs about 
not havin:s co-operatiYe controL ~Und look at 
other industries, what do we find? Thirh­
seyen year-, ago, after the sugar industfv 
had been in existence nearlv half a centun:, 
the people engaged in tha't inclusrry clete~-~ 
mined to make an effort towards co-opera­
tion, and the Government of the da v passed 
an Act of Parliament to enable central sugar" 
mills to be establish<>cl. The position to"dav 
is that, after thirtv-scven veai·s of effort on 
behalf of the grm,:er·., on!'v eight mills out 
Z'£ the thi!~ty-sc;~~I! iu ~he State iiL'8 cu-upera­
tiYe mills, and there is no co-op·eratiye 
refinery. The cotton-growing industry has 
only been established for about five years, 
:vet the cotton-growers haye complained 
because they have not co-operatiYe control 
of their industry. I admire their efforts at 
co-operative control from the start. but I am 
just pointing out the difficulties that other 
industries have had to go throuo-h before 
they achieved eo-operative control~ 

What is the wheat-gro,,-ing industry doing? 
The wheat-growing industry is csscntiallv a 
f11rmers' industrv, vet there is onlv one' co­
Operative wheat 'miil in the State o.f Queens­
land out of the nine mills gristing the 
farn1ers' "\Yheat. 

IV e come to the wool inclustn--the most 
important and valuable of a!!" industries. 
\\'hat have the >Yool growers done towards 
{'(,-operation? '\Yhat ha Ye cattle-g-rowers 
.done? .I admit that the cattle-growei·s have 
misRed a golden opportunity, beeau~,c when 
cattle v·cro bringing a. big price tbat was 
the time to establish co-operatiYe meahorks 
and co-operative abattoirs, but thev nli'~sed 
that opportunity, m· at least the;· ha,-e not 
embraced it so far. The mcatworks are not 
controlled by the cattlemen, as thcv should 
be in m:c op.inion, nor have the woolg-rowers, 
with all their fabulous \Yealth, established 
woollen mills in this country. 

Then we come to the dairying industry, 
which has made the most rapid strides in 
-the co-operative moYement: but even the 
dairying inclustr:c is not linked up in one 
State-wide co-operatiYe association as it 
should be. I think the next step in the dairv­
]ng industry is to see that eYery ounce ~f 

butter 1vhich is made in this State is made 
uri-dei· co-operative control, and that. the fac­
tories are linked up in one ass_ociatwl_l, and 
after linking up as one assDciation In the 
State of Queensland, they should endeavour 
to 1nake it an Australian-wiclc association. I 
haye had something to do with co-operation 
in the dairying inclus>ry, not only in Queens­
land but in New South \Vales, ,,-here I 
nlail~_!;·cd a co-operatiY.e concc1:n f?r ~ tin1e. 
I did a good deal for such mst!tutwns at 
Bvwn Bay, and when I went to Korth 
Q~wensland one of my first jobs was to 
as·,umc the position of secretary of the Ather­
ton rrablcland CD-Opcrative Butter Conlpany, 
\Yhich is now a great success. \Yhen I wt;nt 
there there v;:as onlv a sn1all co-operabYe 
butter factory tqrni:i1g out a fc\v C\Yt. of 
butter a week. \Yith many others who were 
interested in co-operation I got busy, and we 
e'·tablislwd on the Atherton Tableland \Yhat 
i~ cnc of the finest co-Dperative cDncerns in 
Queensland, or Australia, to-clay. In Queens­
land 93 per cent. of the butter and 90 per 
ce11t. Df th? chce''e is manufactured by. 
eo-opera tiYe concerns. 

The bacon industrv has not made 
~tnctc:,, \.:\,.. e starte:l co-operation 
The-re ar0 now four proprietary 
and four co-operative factories 
St3.Je. 

the same 
in 1912. 
factorie'" 
in this 

In the fruit industrv one of the most 
rlemecratic steps has been taken by farmers 
tc'" arch eo-operation in this State. and ~hat 
v. a- taken without any raisine; of capital, 
becau:-;e it \Yas a 1narkehng schen1e. 
Although there was some hostility fro1_11 th_e 
huitgrowers at the first, that hostility IS 
gradually dying down, and the fruitgrowen 
are beginning to realise t_hat the compulsory 
marketing of their fruit IS a good thm& f~r 
the fruitgrowing industry. Not only rs It 
a ITOod thing for the industry, hut it is a 
go;d thing for the fruit-consuming people, 
because the middlemen are cut out and the 
pwducer and consumer brought together. 

I repeat again that I am very glad that 
the farmers are making a move towards 
co-operative control of the cotton industry. 
I was Yery pleased that the directors of the 
Briti8h-Au~tralian Cotton A~~~ociation recog­
nise the spirit of the times and are prepared 
to meet the farmers in a reasonable way. I 
feel sure, from the spirit eYinced by Sir 
Owen Cox and :ilr. Baillau at the Tecent con­
ference in Melbourne, that it will not be the 
fault of the directon of the aswciation if 
thev do not either take the farmers in as 
r_:aJ;tners for the time being, or 1nake some 
arrangement >vhcreby the farmNs can u_lti­
matel0- get control not only o£ the gmnmg 
but of the manufacture of by-products of 
1 he cotton industrv. I believe that can be 
brourrht al-,ont. It "'nlaY not be brought about 
in or1e or in two 0-ears, but I think that the 
spirit evinced b~- the directors of the a;;socia­
tion is very laudable. I want to say that the 
association has done good work, and that 
Rome of tl1o su&rgestions and statomen~s th':t 
haYo been made bv hon. members m this 
Chamber and people outside with regard to 
a monopoly are not justified. The associa­
tion came here bona fide, and put a large 
sum of money into a Queensland industry, 
and in mv opinion the deal which was mado 
b7 the Queensland Government on behalf o[ 
the farmers with respect to ginning and the 
,cale of the seed was the best for the farme1~ 
which was obtainable at the time. 

Hon. lV. N. Gillies.] 
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This is the opportunitv for the farmerg 
to show whethn thev can do better. Mv 
ad,·ice to anyborly is, '·If a man is not doing 
:-;our job properly or cheap enough, do it 
yourself." If the farmers can do better 
and make a greater profit out of the 
industry by controlling the ginncrics and 
oil mills thomseh·es. the sooner that 
changP is brought - about the better. 
\Yhdhcr the farnwrs can do that or not 
I Jo not know. The:v think they can, and 
if they arc prcpareJ to- back their opinion 
b1· impming levies on tbemsch s, I tbink 
they will be doing tbe right thing. If a 
cah driver wants to charge :von too rnuch to 
take you to a raihYay .station, 1ny adYice 
is to walk. If a tailor wants to charge you 
too much for a suit, mv advice is to buv 
& read:v-n1ade suit or \vCar last year's sui-£, 
<md he \vill probably come to terms. That i,, 
my argunwnt Vi,--ith the farn1ers. ''If you 
think you are paying too much or are being 
robbed by the ginnery or middlemen get 
busv and do the job voursclves." If thev 
think they are paying too much for th'6 
ginning· of their cotton, by all means let 
tlwm get control of the industl'y and gin it 
thl)mseh·es. 

.Just one or two words about the argument 
wi1id1 he~ been put forward with regard to 
compensation to growers who destroveJ 
ru. to on cotton. There is in this Bill no pro­
dsion for the payment of compensdtion to 
people who obeved the law. In fact the 
w1wle ideu. is flo_vel, and in 1ny oPinio:c 
suggests a new ethical code-that people who 
obey the law should Le compensated. Sup­
peso ap hotelkeeper found that hi£< rival 
n-cro--;.s [.he way wa.s selllng liquor after hours, 
~hould hP approaeh thE· GoYC'rnrnent and ask 
for con1pensation bec-ause of unfa iT ccn1peti­
tion? If a man dodges meorm· tax ~hould 
the n1a!1 in con1pctition with hin1 -who pays 
his jnrome rax ask the Governm~>nt to refund 
a p0rtion of his tax'? The idC'a of paying 
compensation to people because they obey the 
law i:., in my opinion, an unreasonable pro­
pm<ition, anc1 one put forward by people who 
haYe no responsibility whatever, but who 
seem to huv' the old antiquated Tory idea 
that. if the Government are asked t,) pay 
comp•'n5e.ticn the people are not re'1uired to 
line! !he rr.one:v. \Yhat section of the people 
should be asked to find compensation for 
the peop!.J who denroyed ratoon cotton? 

::\lr. Knm · You said vou would consider 
~he reasonable claims for compensation. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTGRE: 
I sai-d that before the embargo was lifted, 
before which harvesting of ratoon was not 
permitted. 

Mr. KERR: You made that shttcment, anr:l 
you have gone back on it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE: 
Tr~i~ 15 the position ,..,.:tr1 regard to con:­
pen-=-n.tJon. Just bE'fore the etubaro-o 'vas 
definite!~- lifted the Press published "articl~s 
and rLproduccd photographs showing large 
areas of r,ctoon cotton where the boils were 
just bursting, and declared that the Govern­
ment were going to allow this national weallh 
to go to astc, and would not permit it to 
be harvested. A few da vs afterwards the 
Cabinet met. and in view 'of all the circum­
sta.nees~-~including the high price for cotton 
ruling on the other side of the world-we 
thought it was unwise to allow that national 
wealth in cotton to be wasted, so the embargo 
was lifted. What was the result? The result 

[Hon. W. N. GiUies. 

was that, norwitherancling the statements 
about thousands and thousands of acres of 
barsting boils and ra toon cotton waiting to 
be hrrncsted. when "e imn.ecliately lifted the 
crnbar,:::o anc1 allovved the growers to harv·:?st 
ra toon < 'tlon. only eighty-t\YO growers made 
application-they hac! to send in statements 
that thcv wished to harvest ra to on cotton-for 
pcrrni~sion to do so, and the area involved 
was onl.v 1.67C a er :s. 

}fr. EDW.IRTJP: It was all wasted. You 
know that ::\11-. :\IcC'onnell had over 1,000 
~cres of ratoon ~otton himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The totid yield was 52,091 lb., or an average 
of about 32 lb. to the acre. Of course, we 
know that it was not really ratoon cotton, 
that is to sav, it was not cultivated properly. 
It was stand-over cotton met"·ly allowed to, 
grow till the embargo was lifted, and then 
it was harvested. The real point with re­
p;arcl to f'On1pcnsation is that two years ago,. 
when ::\Ir. f'romp!on vVood was here, the 
Government made a declaration that ratoon 
cotton would not be allowed, and that ~o 
'Don as the House met legislation would be 
passed to prohibit the growing of it. Accord­
ing!:-- a number of growers tDok their cotton 
out or fed their stock on it to keep them 
aliYe during th, drought. The majority 
took it out and put in a crop which 
was under a guarantee of 5d. or 5~d. a lb., 
wh,rcas the ruling price for ratoon cotton 
was onlv about 3d. a lb. They either planted 
cotton and harvested that crop of plant 
cotton, or they planted some other crop, 
or their crop failed. vV c are not responsible 
for the failure of crops; we cannot help 
that. We know that very often crops do 
fail. Sut!;ar-cane fails, maize fails, and wheat 
fails. Last vear wheat failed to such an 
extent that there was only sufficient wheat 
grmvn in the who]o of Queensland to supply 
the requirements of farmers with seed for 
the prec.ent year. Because of the adverse 
scawn the Gon'rnment had to guarantee 
£24,000 to the Wheat Board to enable them 
to supply seed to those growers who could' 
not buy it. The same thing is done from 
time to time for the sugar-growers. On many 
occasions when th2 sugar crop absolutely 
fails the farmers are assisted to get cane seta 
for the following seaspn. 

'Cnfortunatelv some farmers have suffered 
because they ·obeyed the law, but _almost 
CYCl'Y man who obeys the law obeys 1t very 
often "·ith wmc inconvenience to himself; 
but there \vould be no occasion to pass a law 
if e' :r:vone was unanimous in doing the thing· 
without la\Y. The object of the law is to· 
compel certain sections of the peop]e­
aclmittedlv a minoritv-to do something in 
the interests of the majority. The people 
who obev the law should not be compensated 
for so doing. 

::\>Ir. KELSO: What did you do to the people 
who broke the law' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the hon. gentleman wishes the people who 
broke the law to be prosecuted, let him be 
tnan ·enough to say it no1v. 

Mr. ED\\'.\RDS: You are not man enough: 
to prosecute thcn1. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Does the hon. gentleman wish me to prose­
cute then1? 

1Ir. EnwARDS: You are not game to prose­
cute them. 



Cotton Industry Act [2 OCTOBER.] Amendment Bill. 1291 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLT"l'RE: 
The hon. memher is not game to say that he 
wishc, them to be prosecuted. I am not con­
cerned about prosecutions, because I haYe no 
de~irc to prosecute anybody. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: :Ylr. J\TcConnell lost OYer 
1.000 acres of ratoon cotron. vVhy. do you 
not ba truthful• 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: 
I do not want to hear anything about squat­
ters jw,t now. The Bill is to give effect t0 the 
prm11isc of the GoYcrnmcnt to rPITIOYe the 
(.m Largo on ra to on cotton. It. contains other 
principles. one )ll'OYiding· that, if the farmers 
so •Yish-this must be approyed bY the farmers 
b.·fore it can be cffectine-regulations can be 
framed proYiding for the imposition of a 
levy for the co-opcratiYc control of the 
indmtrv. There are one or two other minor 
matters· that can be explained in Committee. 
but the main object of the Bill is the removal 
of the embargo. It will be necessary to make 
consequential alTerations in the Cotton Indus­
try Act by legalising the growth of l'atDon 
cotton. as the Act now on] v refers to the 
growt.h of plant cotton. The" Bill also deals 
with the condition under which raioon cotton 
shall be p:rown. Some hon. members may 
consider that the conditions attached to the 
growing of ra to on cotton in the wa v of the 
registration of growers, etc., are a iittle bit 
hard. 

:Ylr. EDWARDS: The conditions certainly 
are hard. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: 
The conditions proYide a n1inimum of saf€'t",~ 
for the majority of the growers, who for the 
time being- wieh to grow plant cotton. Those 
grow,?rs are in the majority and must he 
pro'ected. and the Queensland Government 
and the Commonwealth Government who are 
guaranteeing the price to these gro{vers, and 
rPprhent the taxpayers, must also be pro­
tected. I beg to move-

•' That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e.'' 

HO:":OcRABI.E ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

:\lr. CORSER (Burnett): This Bill servec. 
io <ome extent to end the persecution of the 
cotton-growers in Queen<,]and, and to do awav 
with th<' injustice meted out to them by the 
Bill introduced last ye.ar by the Minister and 

supported by the Government. 
[3 p.m.] The Minister has not justified the 

introduction of this Bill. He did 
not deal with the cotton indnstrv but he 
1vanc!N?d through the cattle ind·u~try, the 
sheep mdustry. and dealt with wool. and 
only Yery lightly here and there touched 
on the coiton industrv and his reasons for 
introducing the Bill. '\Ve know that onh· a 
:-·ee r arro the ::Vfinister who introduc<'d this 
Bill scticl that the ratoon cotton controversv 
was oniv the resnlt of the advoucv of a fe\v 
political bigots. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRI(TLTURE: I did not 
sa~~ "only ''; I said "largely." 

:\lr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman said 
that -atooning- was urged and desired bv a 
few r oli tic a! bigots. , 

The SLRETARY FOR AGRICcLTt:RE: You are 
one of them. 

:Ylr. CORSER: I thank you for that 
compliment. \Ve are going to win. The 
ban. gentleman !tas had to admit that a 
conference of cotton-growers suggested the 
necessity for this Bill. The Minister has 

probably recein'd a mandate from the Pre­
n,ier to introducP this Bill. Through the 
action of the cotton-growers and the return of 
the Pn~mier we are 110"\\- likely to haYe an 
1nnendment of the Act, and a relaxation of 
>Ome of the extreme penaltiee and dis.tbilities 
which '"ere p!"ced in the Cotton Indu,try Act 
H frainst the gro1;Y!~re. D~ ratoon c.otton. The 
:,1inistcr might hrr w; said, as he did say to the 
denutation that \Yaited on him not so long ago 
to~ ask for .a rcl.:Lxcdion of the ban on ratoon 
(·otton-tha1- all gro\YCr:- of ratoon cvtton 
~,' ould ha.yc to be licensed or rc~·istcred. 

The SECRET.\RY roR )..GRICULTcRE: Or apply 
for exemption. 

)lr. CORSER: He also told them that the 
, uarantce wo,dd not apply to ratoon cotton. 
A pro,-ision of the Bill provided that a 
reasonable ac!yance might be made from time 
to time. I want to know whether the cotton­
e'Tower, who advorated ratooning throughout 
Qu<'ensland are prepared to a;:cept the 
admini tration of this Bill and have rrdvances 
made from time to time by one who has 
decried ratoor. cotton and has said that it is 
of no value. Th''''" will have to be• greater 
<>dvances made thew in the past. The growers 
will demand it as theY ha ye demanded this 
amendment. The markets throughout the 
world ohow that ratoon cotton is of a mnch 
higher qualit:v thnn this House has been led 
to belieY<', and that it. is worth more than 
2d. or 3d. a lb. 'l'he ::Vlinister also told the 
deputafon that rat0on cotton must be giun<;d 
."nd marketed sep~rately, and i:hat there will 
be a penaltv for mixing ratoon with plant 
cotton. A good d0al is wrapped np in tliat 
~tatement. and we have had only a small 
,,mount of information on the subject from 
the Minister. 

I wonld have likc·d to deed with the probable 
outcome of this ratoon legislation. The 
::\1:inister has stated during the pre-sent sessi~n 
that th·· embargo on ratoon was brought m 
on tL Pdvicc of exncrts ''"ho were brought to 
Queo'>sland to edvise us on the cotton 
Jndustrv That 'Yas a yer;.~ necessary and 
usual statement to make. On page 1579 of 
·• Hansard" for la~t vear we find the Minister 
ea ving in regard to :Ylr. Crompton \Yood, 
·d1o was in Australia with the cotton delega­
tion. that he handled the commandeering 
of the Egyptian cotton crop during the 
war for the British Government and that 
a profit of something like £2,000,000 was 
made. The hon. gentleman also stated 
that a Bi I I had now passed the House of 
Commons legalisiJcg a grant of £1.000.000 
from this profit tc encourage the establish­
ment of the cotton industrv throug-hont the 
British Empire. That n1ercly introduced 
::\Ir. Crompton \Yood t0 the Qu<'ensland 
cotton-oTo\vers. 'rhat gentletnan was. a n1en1~ 
ber ofb a corporation \Yhich n1ade a proti! 
o' £2.000,000 on cotton. That is the man 
,,·ho guided the destinies of the department 
~nd the 2\Iini,tc!'. as I am going to prove, 
and not the exnerts. On page 1584 of 
" Hamud" of lii'st year the Secret:lry for 
Agriculture stated-

" The Premier is keeping his promise 
now in bringn1g in this ratoon legisla­
tion. I-Ie told Mr. Crompton Wood that 
h<> would introduce legislation to prevent 
the growth of ratoon cotton." 

'That promise was given before Mr, V\'ells, 
the cotton specialist, or Colonel Evans, the 
Empire Cotton Corporation's expert, arrived 
in Australia. There is the evidence-the 

Mr. Co1·ser.] 
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statement of the Minister himself when 
introducing the ban on ratoon cotton last 
vear. The hon. gentleman shows by his 
own words that the Premier had made 
a promise to Mr. Crompton "\Vood-the 
gentleman who was then the British Cotton 
Growing ... \ssociation's representative, . ~nd 
who is now the reprcc,entahYe of the Bnhsh· 
Australian Cotton Association, Limited-the 
man who made a profit of £2,000GOO out of 
the growers of cotton in Egypt duri11g the 
yyar. That. is the man who advised the 
1\linister as to how to make a profit on this 
occasion. He urged the Minister to put a 
ban on ratoon, and to grow a special class 
of cotton to suit a sp( eial class of specialists 
who wanted to deal Yvith and make money 
in Britrtin out of the cotton-grower. 

It has taken some amount of trouble, and 
certainlv some expense, at the hands of these 
supposed political bigots, to break. down 
thi ban and to counteract the dctormllla non 
of the Secretary foi' Agriculture to assist 
i\lr. Crompton ·wood to the detriment of the 
cotton-growers throughout the State. The 
achieYement has been brought about to no 
small extent by the cotton-growers of Queens­
land meJ<ing possible the securing of Yalu­
a blc evidence through Mr. Daniel J ones 
when in Britain. That has made it possible 
to show the I>Iinister the erroneous stand 
he had taken, and to prove that Mr. Cramp­
ton \Vo0d's advice to the Government and 
their promise to tl_lat gentleman ha Ye. b~en 
detrimental to the mdustry and a restnctwn 
ach·ersely affecting the growers of the Stat.e 
" Hansard ,. records of the JYiinister's speech 
in 1923 further state-

" 11r. \Vood was so impressed on the 
subject that he wrote when at Rock­
hampton the following letter to the 
Pl'emier-'.After conferring with Mr. 
Gillies we are requesting him to transmit 
to you our unanimous opinion concerning 
the steps which we think should be taken 
to overcome the danger of having· ratoon 
cotton associated with the Queensland 
crop.'" 

There we have set out some of the argu­
ments which \\ere later transmitted to the 
Cabinet for Mr. Crompton Wood by the 
Secretar;.· for Agriculture, who, acting with 
Mr. Crompton \Vood, did the persuasion that 
wa~ necessarv and \Yas instrum0ntal to a 
great extent in bringing· about the bctn. 

\Yo know that it is going to be very diffi­
cult" on this occasion to get a bit~ from the 
Secretary for .Agriculture. \Ye kno·,,· that 
YYhatevcr proofs \Ye bring forward on this 
occasion the hon. gentleman i-; going to be 
a verv milk-and-water advocate of this Bill 
p•; cc{mpared with the w,ty he fought us 
\Yhen 'VC' \VCTC arlYOCRting the right,~ of the 
grmrers ·d1en the principal Act was under 
consideration. Although "\Ye \Yere snbiected 
on that occasion to the abuse of tEe- hon. 
gentleman, and althmwh it had been broad­
ca>t throu·:hoat Australia that we were 
acting to the detriment of the industry. the 
ho!L gent] ::-man is not TIO\Y man enough to 
stand up and acknowledge that his state· 
ments on that occasion were not justified, 
and to answer our condemnation on this 
occasion. The hon. gentleman got right 
away from his Bill and dealt practic~ll:c with 
everv other product that he could think of 
at the tim8. 

Before proceeding further, I must answer 
a statement made by the hon. member for 
Oxley to the effect that I should be more 

[Mr. Corser. 

certain of my information before cnticJsll1g 
hi> actions in Britain. I made two state­
ru('nt.>. One was that I had evidence that 
the hon. gentleman left for Great Britain 
fol' the sole purpose of investigating the 
ntoon problem, and I gave the Secretarv 
for ~~\gric·1lturc as n1y authority for 1naking 
that statement. The Minister's statement 
ln "I-Iansard " thls session reads-

" I might mention when that Cotton 
Industry Bill was b, fore the Home last 
)'i?ar it was supported bv the leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Tavlor (who g-ener­
ally supports the Gow~·m:nent) m;d bv 
the hon. member for Oxley." · 

The SrccRET.iRY EOR AGRICt"L'rt"RE: He 
;;c•ncrally upports anything that is right. 

Mr. CORSER: In fairne~s to the late 
lr a-c~cr of the Opposition, ::Ylr. Taylor, I 
want to soy that, if there is one thing that 
\VC arc ~mbjected to in the countrv. it is the 
Y€l!Onlous and Yicions attack~ of :vl:inisters on 
ihc hem. member for \Vindsor. 'l'hcv claim 
th~t he iR a rnid,t~jen1an 1naking his Ji,:c1ihood 
oui of the primary producers; that he is 
~U('.kinp; at their earnings, and that his livint; 
Js uken from the ,,-i,·cs and children of the 
producer'3 b0raus-9 he is a Roma street 
middleman. Those arc the expressio1'B used 
by the Secretary for Agriculture and other 
Ministers when thcv are in the countrv. 
Thov cannot denv ii. Tbe Minister clain1s 
that' we arc ono in this House. but whv does 
he condemn the hon. 1nember ~in the cOuntrv 
s nd support.~ his opinions in the House? ~ 

~\1r. \Yr~RT:~XLEY: You are n1aking an 
attack on the hon. member for Oxley. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not making an attack 
on the hon. member for Oxley, I am speaking 
of the hon. member for "\Vindsor. 

Mr. CARTER: I~ is a nilod attack. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is not an attack like 
you made on the hon. member for Bundaberg. 

::\1r. CORSER: It would take a pretty 
big "veil" to cover up some of the state­
ment· of the hon. member for Port Curtis. 

So valuable is this statement in praYing 
the correctness of mv contention that I 'vi!! 
read it again- · 

"I might mention when that Cotton 
Industn- Bill w•;s before th<' House last 
year ir ·was •supported b;~· the leaJer of 
the Opposition, :l\Ir. Tavlor ("·ho gcner­
rrll,- supports the Goyernment). and by 
the hon. member fo1· Ox!ev. The latter 
gentleman went to the old country YYith 
the ono intention of finding out all about 
ratooil cotton." 

" \Yjth the one intention {)f ilndjng out all 
about ratoon c<ron." That 'n1s 1nY state­
rneni:. il- was on that staten1ent that ·r n1ade 
the remarks I did. 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRICt"LTt"RE: "All 
about cotton" I n1ight haYe said. 

'Mr. CORSER: ::\eyer mind YYhat von 
mig·ht haYe said, that is ,,-hat you said, ~nd 
you continued-

" and has cahlcd out that the ratoon 
cottcn embargo should he maintaine.d~ and 
he has now chang·ed his yicw in that 
rer:sard." 

That is the statement of the Secretary· for 
AgTiculture, and it Yvas that statement that 
I refened to in mv remarks. Th<' other 
r0mark that the hon. member for Oxley 
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may have reason to question is my state­
ment with rega.rd to his having addressed the 
Oldham Chamber of Commerce. I claimed 
that he addressed that meeting, and I say 
now that I have the newspaper cutting to 
prove it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What is 
wrong with that? 

::\lr. CORSER: The hon. member for 
Oxle:c questioned my statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You are 
always \Hong. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has 
never been able to prove me wrong or found 
that I co11ld not prove any statement I have 
made, and I am able to prove any statement 
I make io-day. The " Queenslander" of the 
14th June, 1924, has the following-

" ADVICE AGAIXST RATOO:-<S, 
"At the last meeting of the Oldham 

Chambet of Commerce at which Mr. 
El11hinstone delin·red 'an address, the 
question of ratooning cotton was inde­
cwnden!ly raised, anQ_ a resolution was 
unanimously passed strongly approving 
0f the ac! ion of the Queensland Go­
Yern'ncnt in prohibiting ratooning as 
being in the best interests of the cotton 
planters. Mr. Elphinstone found the 
opinion general in th<' trade that 
ro.tooned cottons are distinctly shorter 
and weaker in staple, more wasty, and 
harsher than annual cotton. Thev also 
contained a large number of "short, 
immature fibres, the defects becoming 
more pronDunced in succeeding years." 

He eYidently addresced the meeting, instead 
of being addressed himself. 

Th, SE·~RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhv 
didn't you settle that in caucus? " 

2\fr. CORSER: Be~ame I think it is quite 
fair for the hon. g-entleman to show that 
somo of the statements, if misleading, have 
come from the Minister himself, and appear 
in " Hansard." (Opposition laughter.) 

JHr. EDWARDS: 'That is right. He deserves 
to be exposed. 

:\h. CORSFR: \Yhatnver the members of 
the Oldham Chamber of Commerce may have 
thoug-ht, I have proved here that every 
chamber of commerce in Britain thought 
01 hrrwise, but that does net enter into the 
controversy I have with the hon. member for 
Oxlc7, That is a mat'er between the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and n1yself. 

The SECRETARY FOR J .. GRICULTcRE: You had 
bc•tter clear that up now. 

::\lr, CORSER: I will clear the ::Yiinister 
np. Th·' :\fini,tcr would probahlv like me 
to get on with that before I deal with anothPr 
lit· le matter, but I will get down to what the 
Minister has termed a little matter, as if it 
WC1'0 too small to mnntion. \Ye know that 
in the agreement with the British-Australian 
Cotton ),ssoci'ation seed cott-on was to bo 
dPalt with. The grnwers had made 
rl>prc"entatinns to the Minister that ihcv 
should handle the ratoon cotton themselve's 
end nrot thrntwh the Association. The ::IIin­
ister claimed that he is going Jo handle it. 
<'r that he is arranging- under the agreement 
for ?atoon 00tton to he dealt with in the 
ginn0rie'. If ratoon cotton was not antiei­
pa~ed "-hen that agreement was signed and 
was to be banned, why should the British­
Australian Cotton Association have the ad­
vantage of ginning this ratoon cotton? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Will it be 
an advantage? 

Mr. CORSER: It will be an advantage in 
this way-that they are going to get the wJ::ole 
of the seed for .£1 or .£1 10s. a ton. That rs a 
very great disadvantage to the grower. If 
the Minister is going to admit-as no doubt 
he must admit-that it was a wrong policy 
to sell the seed at £1 a ton, is it not equally 
erroneous to extend the possibilities of profit 
to tho Association bv now giving them some­
thing which was not anticipated then-that 
is, a tremendous crop, \vith heavy seed at a 
price which is loo low and provides no 
return to the grower? 

The SECRETARY FOR AoRIC'CLTURE: The indi­
cations are that !he farmers will come to an 
agreement with the British-Australian Cot­
ton Association before the present agreement 
expir-es. 

Mr. CORSER: We are dealing with the 
Bill, and whatever Senator :Massy Greene is 
able to do in the matter of the agreement, 
it cannot influence us at the present moment. 
We can only deal with the Bill as we find it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: It is just 
as well to bear it in mind. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister has no evi­
dcncn to guide him as to what the farmers 
may do, because we know that the confer­
er.ces which have been arranged have not yet 
taken place. Certain resolutions which have 
been cum~ to bv the Central district growers 
have not yet r;eached Brisbane, so that we 
are at some slight disa-dvantage with regard 
to the immediate desires and promises which 
are being brought about with the assistance 
of that Nationalist champion, Senator Massy 
Green e. 

The SE2RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
h·ying to introduce politics into it. 

Mr CORSER: The hon. gentleman <lid 
that laet war. He referred last vear to the 
agitation" for ratoon cotton as 'a political 
business that only a few politicians wante-d. 
I have with me quotations showing what he 
said. The Minister is not proposing to 
finance this scheme io take over the ginnerie• 
-he has not the money-but in the past we 
know that he has financ-ed assistance to the 
consumers in the cit•·. The Minister has 
established qu.;te a number of State enter­
prises, and was always able to find the money 
for them; but he says he is not going to 
1nake these ginneries a S~ato enterprise or 
find the money for purchasmg them; so that, 
wha'eYer agreement the gro\.vcrs come to, 
and wl>1tever the outcome of the conferences 
r-eferred to hv the Minister may be, I am 
g-oing to stand as an individual representing 
the largest cotton-growing dist.rict last year 
for seeing that the grower gds fair value for 
his monPv I do not know that it would ba 
a wise thing to te ke over these ginneries at 
par or pay for them the money which has 
actually been put into them. I think that 
a vPry careful busine-ss investigation of the 
whole financial position and the cost of theRe 
p:inneries as compared with others which 
could be erected bv the farmers should be 
mad" hefcre any ngreement is come to to 
purchase them and find the money to pay for 
them. I think we should lank to the interests 
nf the producers first, and not be hurried 
into anv e greement until they are fully 
informed of the finanoi.al position. 

Mr. FARRELL: They have agreed to accept 
it as a basis. 

Afr. Corser.] 
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Mr. CORSER: The Cotton Growers' Union 
have agreed to a meeting with certain associa­
tions interested. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
Rockhampton paper says that the Cotton 
Growers' Union have accepted the proposals 
of the Association as a broad basis for 
negotiation. 

Mr. CORSER: They have accepted the 
proposal as a broad basis for negotiation 
between the thre·e bodies I have spoken of. 
I am quoting from yesterday's Brisbane 
papers, and the latest Rockhampton paper 
which has come to hand by post cannot con­
tain any later news. I may say that the 
Premier, in a letter to me, dated 21st Apnl, 
1923, indicated that he was prepared to place 
money at the call of the producers for any 
reasonable development of the industry that 
they wished. He said-

" With effective organisation, you 
farmers now have in your own hands the 
means to solve your own agricultural 
problems. You will initiate your own 
proposals for co-operative handling, 
marketing, and manufacture. The 
Queensland Government has given an 
assurance to the Council of Agriculture 
that it will finance all sound undertak­
ings put forward in the interests of 
agricultl!re in this State." 

It may be a sound undertaking for the 
Government to finance the acquisition of 
ginneries by the farmers, .and since the 
Premier indicated that provision had already 
been made for such a purpose, there is no 
excuse for him when he says that the farmers 
should find all the money. 

I am not going to speak at any great 
length in an endeavour to prove the value of 
r.atoon cotton, but in answer to the state­
ments of the Minist-er, it is perhaps just as 
well for me to make a very short statement 
in the interests of the article which we 
propose to grow under this Bill. 

I hold that we should obtain the full mar­
ket value for ratoon cotton. It has bef'Jt 
claimed that there is no market available 
for ratoon cotton. On that question, Mr. 
Bond is reported thus in the " Industrial 
Australian Mining Standard " of 11th Sep­
tember, 1924-

" Mr. Bond (of Messrs. Bond and Co., 
Ltd., Sydney) spoke favour::t{:lly of ratoon 
cotton and gave instances where spinners 
employed by his own firm were unable 
to distinguish between ratoon and annual 
cottons, or even between ra toons and 
' A ' grade annuals. His firm last year 
bought 400 lb. of ratoon cotton from 
New Caledonia and found it rather better 
than ' A ' grade. He had been unable 
to discover that it was particularly sub­
ject to attacks from insect pests." 

At 3.25 p.m., 
Mr. NoTT (Stanley), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Speak•cr 
in the chair. 

Mr. CORSER: Before proceeding, Mr. 
Nott, I must congratulate you on vour 
elevation to the high office that you "now 
enjoy. (Hear, hear !) I take this opportunity 
also of pointing out, as many other hen. 
members realise, that it is a stepping-stone 
to the highest position in this House, and 
we feel sure that your personal characteristics 
amply fit you to fill such a position, which 

[Mr. Corser. 

may be your lot before long. At a conference 
in Melbourne not long ago, where the various 
Ministers representing the Commonwealth 
were prt'sent, l\fr. Bond made that statement, 
and at the close. of the conference Senator 
Pearce read a cable-this is a point that I 
want to impress upon the Minister-that he 
had received from the High Commissioner in 
London to the effect that, although the 1922 
crop had been satisfactory, the reputation 
established for Australian cotton had been 
prejudiced by the inferior quality of the 
1923 cotton. When we had an opportunity 
of growing plant cotton we prejudiced our 
cotton reputation. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
a funny construction to put on it. 

Mr. CORSER: That is a construction that 
the Minister would not put on it. According 
to Senator PearcJ's information it was a 
pity that the 1923 crop had been subjected 
to certain restrictions, and had not been 
allowed to contain a certain amount of ratoon 
cotton. This annual cotton had prejudiced 
the market and had affected our cotton 
r·eputation on the other side of the world. 
Mr. Bond is reported in the press of 12th 
September, 1924, as follows:-

" In his mills they had failed to detect 
any evils attributed to ratoon cotton. 
In fact, Mr. Bond, when speaking before 
the conference, maintained strongly that 
ratoon cotton had in his experience 
proved to be equal to ' A ' grade annual." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : He 
would not pay the same price for it. 

)1r. CORSER: We also have evidence 
that the New Caledonia cotton realised the 
highest price in the French markets last 
year, and in New Caledonia they grow 
up to the fourth ratoon, but they muot 
destroy their plants at that stage. This Bill 
is going to permit the growers to grow first 
ratoons only, but that will not satisfy the 
de si res of the growers or assist to extend 
the industry in Queensland. vYe have several 
other authorities to prove the value of ratoon 
cotton. The Minister claims that this Bill 
has been introduced at the whim and wish 
of certain growers' representatiYes. In the 
press of 26th July, 1924, he is reportod to 
haYe said-

" He would not hear am· discussion 
regarding the sale of cotton and the 
British Cotton Growers' Association. 
There was a legal agreement between 
tho Government and the <'Ompany tllat 
would last until 1926, and the question 
therefore could not be opened." 

Mr. l\IcDonald, from Central Queensland, 
said-

" A great i:1justice had been done to 
the growers of Central Queensland." 

The Minister said--
" I will not hear any more." 

Yet the Minister has stated that he met a 
delegation of certain growers, and as the 
result of that conference he has introduced 
the Bill that they desire. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not that 
conference. 

Mr. CORSER : This is the conference that 
sat on 25th July, 1924. 1'he hem. gentleman 
announced to the conference the policy of 

the Government. He made that 
[3.30 p.m.] statemE·nt, and we know that 

another gentleman associated 
with the Minister as Director of the Council 
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o{)f Agriculture said that, if certain previous 
suggestions of his were not accepted and the 
farmers wanted \\ar, well they could war 
alone. There are several ofher authorities 
who could be quoted. Mr. Daniel J ones 
stated, "Daily Mail " of 18th August, 1924-

" That after forty years' practical 
experience ho was convinced that in 
Queensland ratoon cotton was more dis­
ease-resisting than annual cotton, and 
that ratooning, quite apart from the 
economy of la hour costs, was the best 
method under the conditions of soil and 
climate. It was grown on bushes up to 
eighteen year,; of age." 

Mr. Heron, the expert from Peru, said in 
:Same issue-

" I consideY ra to on cofion is a prae· 
tical commercial production. It has been 
my experience that a better quality and 
a higher yield of cotton is obtained fror,n 
first and second year ratoons than IS 

gained from the original plant crop. 
But the crops must be looked after and 
intensely cultivated. 

" Egyptian cotton will not suit Queens­
land at all, and Caravonica, which has 
been grown for some years in Queens­
land, has been a complete failure 
throughout Africa and in South America. 
The varieties which are most suitable 
for ·ratooning in Queensland are any of 
the acclimatised varietiBs of American 
long staple and the wonderful Tanguis 
cotton of Peru " 

''Those are the statements of certain experts 
throughout the world which could be set up 
against other authorities that might be 
,quoted. It is only in the interests of the 
case, and in the interests of the whole­
:hearted support that I give to this Bill that 
I produce evidence showing that we shall be 
justified in allowing second year ra toons. 

Mr. EDWARDS: And third year ratoons, too. 

Mr. CORSER : According to a French 
authority, New Caledonian ratoon cotton 
last yea'!' brought from 545 to 585 francs; 
:Soudan cotton ayeraged 510 to 540 franccc; 
American 510 to 540 francs, and Syrian cotton 
480 to 510 francs, the •r.ctte of exchange at the 
time being 82 francs to thB £1. I merely 
give those figures to shO:w that in this 
cc.tton-growing country of New Caledonia, 
they believe in growing fourth ratoo'Js and 
that they topped the market last yca'l' in 
France. I want to say further that samples 
of cotton were scmt to J\!1~. Atkins, the 
<eminent Egyptian expert, who was brought 
here by the delegation, and he has informed 
us that the samples were good ones. He 
stated in reference to the sample of third­
year ratoon cotton, and quot0d by me in 
" Hansard " for 11th October, 1923-

" The sample of white cotton, on the 
other hand, is an ideal one for Queens­
land, and is almost identical with the 
Durango varie:y of l;pland cotton that 
we intend to grow in this country. It 
has a good bloom and colour. good tex­
ture and strength, and has a fibre length 
of 1£ in. There is an unlimited demand 
for this quality of cotton on the markets 
'Of the world, and it is a very desirable 
one to grow. We would certainly advise 
you to keep the seed from this cotton 
and plant it out separately, at least half 
a mile from any other cotton." 

Mr. Atkins, along with Mr. Crompton Wood, 

condemned ratoon cotton. The Secretary 
for Agriculture, in answer to our representa­
tions after learning of all these things, 
referred to us as "calamity howlers," and 
said that our action was that of half­
informed authorities who endeavoured to 
furnish information on a subject about which 
we knew nothing. That was the answer we 
received from the Minister to our repeatBd 
representations on behalf of the ratoon 
cotton producers, although our representa­
tions have been borne out by these experts 
whom I have quoted. 

Then we hear of the commercial value. 
This is shown absolutely by a cable from 
Britain, and appears in the Maryborough 
" Chronicle " of 30th June, 1924-

" l\1r. Daniel J ones, of Queensland, 
who is in England in the interests of 
the ratoon cotton-growers addressed the 
Cotton Asmciation on ratoon cotton and 
the Queensland legislation thereon. 

" He said the President of the Asso­
ciation, Mr. Thorpe, declared that the 
only defect in the Upland ratoon was 
the irregularity of the staple. Samples 
were by no means uncommercial. Mr. 
J one•· explained that the irregularity 
was due to the manv varieties used. The 
growers at presen't werB selecting a 
uniform staple. Mr. Jones claimed that 
none of the lint was of low quality, and 
he exhibited fifteen samples of ratoon 
which, he says, the spinners considered 
were all ;;uitable to the needs of 
Lancashire. During the discussion two 
spimlCrs opin~,d that Queensland cotton 
legislation was too restrictive." 

Those are the opinions of spinners in 
Lancashire. After defending the Govern­
ment's embargo, the Secretary for Agricul­
ture admitted that the Government were 
carrying out field and laboratory experi­
ments in connection with ratoon cotton. He 
claimed that these experiments were being 
carried ont at Meltou and l\Ional, and also 
in the CalJide Valley, but the results for 
the year were not completed. I wish to ask 
the Secretary fm· Agriculture the meauing 
of that statement, which "as given to the 
press and the people of Australia. No 
ratoon was grown at Melton and l\1onal 
when that statement was made, so that the 
bon. gentleman could not have been waiting 
for the results of the experiments that he 
stated had been promised to the House. 
'l'here was only annual cotton on those areas. 
I den;>· that any one of them was growing 
ratoon cotton. During the last few weeks 
the crops were pruned for the first time. No 
attempt was made last year to carry out 
the experiments that were promised tr> 
Parliament. 

We know that in addition to the so-called 
" political calamity howlers" asking for 
information, which the Minister should have 
bEen able to give and which the Government 
should have looked for, quite a lot of growers 
npeatedly made representations in 1923 to 
the Minister in the endeavour to secure thB 
Bill we arc getting to-day. Mr. J. Ivory-

" regretted that the Minister could not 
see his way clear to o.ccede to the 
request made at the conference by Mr. 
Bo:;-d for a referendum among cotton­
growers for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether tl1ey desired a continuance of 
ratoon cotton. Mr. Boyd was firmly of 
the opinion that a referendum would 

J11r. (](lrser.] 
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disclose an almost overwhelming ma­
jority in favour of ratoon." 

Mr. Boyd, by the way, is a grower in the 
Burnett district. 

Those statements were made by growers 
to the Minister, yet he states that a few 
political bigots and calamity howlers are 
responsible for this controversy. For our 
own protection I think it is only fall' to 
disclose these facts. IV e have not access 
to the press, as has the Minister. 

I shall give ono example of the value of 
ratoon cotton, because I consider it is going 
to play a big part in. our industry. At the 
present the Minister rs gomg to deal wrth 
ratoon cotton in a way quite different from 
pl;mt cotton. The hon. gentleman is giving 
no guarantee under this Bill. An advance 
is nroposed, but there may or may not be 
an ·advanc<'. J\fr. Daniel Jones, according to 
a cable appearing in the Brisbane press of 
27th June, 1924, states-

" Liverpool Cotton Association reports 
hadng sold two bales of Queensland 
ratoon cotton at 17~d. per lb. bearing out 
valuation of sample at 1d. to 2d. above 
American middling. .\merican middling 
quoted Thursday at 16.95d. a lb." 

\Vith these proofs in our hands we must 
take this opportunity still further to 
strengthen the case for the growing of ratoon 
cotton which nature has made possible in 
Australia. It is an a'set which Providence 
has g·iven us. vVe must impress again and 
again on the, Minister the justice of pre­
venting producers securing the re" ard made 
possible by cur climatic conditions. In all the 
statements that the Minister has made he 
refers to the uneven staple of ratoon cotton. 
It is just the sam·· in the case of plant cotton 
because of the bad seed we are using, and 
this ,,-ill continue until we secure Durango 
seed. In support of that statement I wish 
to quote what Colonel Evans said, as r·e­
ported in the " Gavndah Gazette" of 4th 
May, 1923- • 

"The cnly variety we have which is 
likely to give U·inch staple is Dur­
ango, and it is not provNl. that thio 
variety will give 1-inch staple year in 
and v.·ar out over the whole cotton belt. 
Regarding the ordinary Queensland 
seed: A few plants will give a staple of 
H inch, but the great proportion is very 
much lower than this, and sometimes 
is "~-inch ~and even l~ss." 

All the opponents of ratcon cotton state 
that it is not of even staple and there is 
Colonel Evan>, the representative of the 
Empire Cotton Corporation and paid by 
them. .:dvising the Australasian Govern­
ment--

The, SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He is 
not paid by the Empire Cotton Cvrporation, 
but by the British Cotton Association. 

::\1r. CORSER: I repeat he is paid by the 
Empire Cotton Corporation. Colonel Evans 
poinh out that cotton grown from seed pro­
vided by the Government will not vrmv a 
stapl<> of more than J;-inch-prohably less, 
and the guarantee is for cotton with a 1~-inch 
staple. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
guarantee does not specify any length now. 

Mr. CORSER: That is so. The Minister 
has claimed crsdit to himself and his Go­
vernment for the establishment of this cotton 
adu~try. He says ihe industry is due to th0 

[Mr. Cor§er. 

State Government alone, and we should not:. 
abuse them. I claim that the cotton industry 
has been established in Queensland becausEJ> 
of the shortage of cotton in the world. It. 
has been <>stablished in countries where a 
Labou·r Government has never been in power .. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Without: 
a guarantee? 

Mr. CORSER: Without a guarantee. The 
J\finister claims that his Government are 
responsible. I claim that the conditions are 
responsible. " The Cotton Farmer and! 
Dairyman'' has this to say-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Who· 
runs that paper? 

Mr. COHSER: The growers of cotton. 
This is "·hat that paper of lot July, 1924, 
says-

" The possibility of a federation of 
cotton grmYers in Australia with mem­
bers of the co-operative cotton market­
ing· a'30ciations in the United States of 
America was suggested by W. M. 
Hughes, \vho \vas Prime Minister of Aus­
tralia during the world war and who 
rccentlv visited the offices of tho Ameri­
ean Cotton Growers Exchange in Dallas, 
'rexas. 

" Xo Gon•rnment can go on for ever 
with this plan. However, accotding to 
::\1r. Hughcs, he thinks that growers' 
organisations should take over their own 
industry 

" Former Prime :Minister Hughes wa& 
responsible for the introduction of 
cotton-growing in Australia at the time 
he was Prime Minister of the Country. 
-'Cotton ...._\ssociation News.' '• 

They claim that W. J\1. Hughes was the first 
io adYocate cotton-gro;~·ing in this country. 

The Rockhampton "Evening l'iews" claims 
that it is a calamity that Labour happened 
to be in office when the cotton shortage 
obtained and gave Queensland the oppor­
tunity of getting in. Had Queensland been 
administcJ·ed by another Government during­
this shortag<'. we would have had an oppor­
tunity of introducing a Bill which would 
have meant a vast expansion of the industry 
a:< compared with that which has been 
bronght about. 

Then we ha vc the prospectus of the British­
Australian Cctton Association, which claim& 
the neccs it:c, and the Australi-<n Prime 
Minister h s rocentl:c emphasised it, of 
oTo\.:\'ino· cotton \Yithin the Empire in 
~rct<'r to make the Empire more self­
ccntainecl, That chows that the Common­
wealth has played a part in the matter, but 
the ::\Iinister is loath to give credit to anyone 
else. It is only fair on my part to have 
read these opiniotls of cotton-gTo\vers, which 
will show the ::\Iiuistcr that there aro some­
considerations for them as well as for the 
Government of Queensland. 

:Mr. FARRELL: The Rockhampton "Even­
ing Xev;·s" is no great authority. 

Mr. CORSER: The Hockhampton " Even­
ing- Xews" has been helpful in the matter. 

l\1r. FARRELL: The Rockhampton " ]l,l[orn­
ing Bulletin" is the morning paper. 

Mr. COHSER: The "Morning Bulletin"· 
is the morning authority and the " Even­
ing Kews" is the evening authority. 

1'\ow we come right back to the agree­
ment, which is one of the great. factor& 
contributing to the loss to the primary 
producer. It is unfortunate that, when the-
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<'olton-g-rower has sent in his cotton, he has 
lost all right to the stock foods wh1ch arc 
·contained in the offal after the lmt JS 

·extracted. and also to the oil. 'l'hat is the 
reason whv there should be complete control 
by grower's themselves. If the Minister will 
honest!,- consider the desires of growers­
.;ven \~ithout this Bill-for control bv them­
·sdvcs, so that they may handle their pro­
-duct. as advocated by m \vhen the BT!l was 
introducc·d last year, then and not till then 
shall we get the satisfacticon n m?ng cotton­
growc·J in Queensland v.-h1ch 1s essential 
in the lntt>rests of the industrv. As we have' 
IYH)rC' co1npctition it will be rieccs::: , r:v· for us 
to create a greater confidence in those \Vho 
arc eng-ac·ccl in the industry. In traveiling 
thrnug·n a great part of the' State with 
?th'·,sr~. Crompton "'-.-ooc}, Parker, I-iarding:. 
·Crawford Vaughan, and other memlJ,,r:- ot 
4hP delegation. it l\·as very di:;;aproiuting to 
a large assemblage of cotton-srcnrcl'.:; in n1~' 
DistriCt when Ylr. Cron1pton \Y(_)cd ntacl.P 
known that ratcon cotton~groY\'ing \\as not 
to be permitted in C'ncensland. aC~d that he 
hatl it on the Buthorit. of the Premier and 
the Seci·ctarv for Ar£riculture that a Bill 
was rroing to ~be introduced to prchibit ratoon 
~otton-gTo\ving in the State. It \Ya~ a Ycry 
dark night to those I)eople, and it In(ant a. 
,·erv much reduced vield of coiton in that 
-are·a. as \vell as a ~great set-back in the 
indnotry. 

J\Ir. Atkins, the Eg-yptian cotton expert 
who is cmplo:.ed by the Government, gaYc a 
~lrong- opinion agair:st ratoon cotton. 1-L..). 
l1r1<1 pi'f'\-iou~ly been against the ,~rowing of 
'('Otton in whii o countries, b;.1t had rclin­
·quishcd that opinion. 

It is not fair for the British-Am,tralian 
·CDtton Association to claim that :\le.'srs. 
Cra.v.-fold ,..,.. augha11 and others \Yel'e '~\Tong in 
·objecting· io 1he growing of rat:Jon coi ton, 
becan~e the A~,sot-:iation brourrht tlu.- 11 here 
Lnd th·::>Y s1,okc on behalf of thu },, '>OC'i8tion.­
I say, from my experience and the cYiclene·' 
winch I haYe heard n1Y~elf, that :\Ir. 
Crmnpton \\"'"ood ;:.nd his .. :\ssoriation, 'iYhidt 
followed his opinions, are to blame for tl·n 
ban on ratoml cotton; and the Governn1ent 
blunclen d in ullowing themsches to l_,c bull­
dozed b:v people ho rame here frorn 
abroad and knc\V nothing nbcat our 
··conditions. Ovcr-nnxious thrY 1nn \~ ltaYe 
been, cotton dVi l.llPrs 2 ·i they, \YC:re." Th0:: 
got hold of our ~Iinistor) who ;:;:1dc l with 
gentlerrten from abroad and throY\- oYC' t1'"'; 
interests of the producers here. ::'\ ow the 
Goyermncnt ''ant lo get out of the difficulty 
by sa~\"ing that they. lit'tene~ to 0:Xpc-rt:­
expert, who wero pard for tne adv1c·c: tn0~' 
gave, but who we· h:n-ow roprcsenh'd the 
interests of middlemen on the other sir!c, the 
bigg-e~t n1en on tho I...~iv,"'TWol Cc.:tton 
Exchauge; and .l\ft~. Crompton \Y ood and 
other members of the delega tim1 an l their 
reprcscri.tativcs here and the 1\.-Iinistcr arc· 
f'uilty of the trouble which has CYC'IltHat ~d 
fron1 the ban in1nosed on rat·c-on rotion bv 
the .Act pa,:-,cd Jtist year. I ant plen~ed tO 
::-oc this an1ending legislation-ll]f'!1SC'd to 
knoYv t11at oyon a few pclitical bigot~. as 
i:he J\Iini-,tcr woLild term them, who were 
8llcged tD know nothing about rtJtoon cotton­
grow·inp;, haye the fanners behinrl th01n, RLd 
1hat toe<ethcr thos.J parties have been able to 
lnJuce the Government to amend the la·w and 
[£ive ratoon coth1n the chanc,, Yrh.ich it 
·deserves. 

OPPOSITI0:-1 ME:.UBERS: Hear, hear! 

1924-4 L 

Mr. ELPHINS'l'ONE (Oxley): I am glad 
to haye the opportunity which this second 
reading debate affords of giving a few 
impressions with regard to this question 
r:·ained as a result of investigations which I 
\\-as privileged to make in Lancashire. I 
want to say at t.he opening Df my remarks 
that I io a ve at all stages on this cotton busi­
ncss taken up an attitude which is not 
dictated by party conRideratiDn, and just to 
Icmind the liDuse what mv attitude ,,-as when 
the cotton legislation was origiJlally intro­
ciuu'cl I propose to read a short extract fron~ 
my roma .. rks -on that occasion-

" I have enc1cavonred to thrDw what I 
believe to bo a few additional I ights on 
this question because I shoc1ld be 
intensely vexed if it developed i::to a 
mere party qnestion that woulcl L;od to 
stDp the development of such an impor­
tant industry. The question should be 
capable of solution, anti, if the grower. 
who is seized \vith the advisability a"d 
necessity of gro\ving ratoon cotton, \vere 
able to view tlw question from the broad 
Empire point of view, I think it cDLdd 
be svlved. I£ his ronh:ntion is correct, 
the time will undoubtodlv co.nc when 
his arguments rvi!l be :,ubs!antiatrd; but 
seeing that \VP aro on the thrct'holJ of 
'·'hat prornises to be one of our n1ost 
illl[Jortant prin1ary produetions, ihis is 
not the t.irne to indulg-e in party argu­
HH'nts of a corJlicting nature \vhich are 
going to destroy the confidence of om· 
prospective buyer".•·'' 

That makes the roeition clear, ace! the only 
difference to-day is that we have had l\velve 
r:1onths' expcriene2 of \vht1t can or cannot 
be done in Queensland. If it has been 
demonstrated by that experience that 
Clueen•land is unable to grow annual cotton 
in any quantity that is WO!'th~ of considera­
tion, of course the whole position must be 
regarded from an entirely different view­
point; but personally I am by no means 
,-ot sa-tisfied that Queensland cannot grow 
annual cDtton in the quantities which are 
,., quire cl That has yet to be proved. 
:.ieYcrthcless [ think that an important work 
of this nature can be carriPd on successfully 
only with the eo operation of the growers, 
and it is DD use for i he growers to be in 
collflict \vith the Govcrnn1cnt, the one work­
lug a,~ainst tho other. 'I'he on1y pro.~pect we 
ha vo of making cotton production of the 
importance which we anticipate it \vili reach 
lies in the possibility of placing bcf01·e all 
( onrerned the argu1nonts y;;hicli a.re a\~aila21e 
from different J.mrls of the world, so tliat 
we may digest and benefit by 1hem. 

I am not a party in any shape or form to 
the attacks which are liable to be made and 
have been made on the British-Austr"li.an 
Cotton .\ssociation, Dl' on J\Ir. CromptDn 
Wood, or Mr. Harold Parker. \Vhat I have 
heard in other parts of the world absolutely 
confirms, in my mind, the wisdom of the 
ronarks v.:h1ch tho:v made, and which have 
been acted upon by the GoYernment in regard 
to a countrv which is setting out to achieve 
for itself an important position amongst the 
cotton-growing countries of the v70rld. It 
may be that our recent experiences of local 
conditions cause one to modify that advice 
to a certain extent. I presume that is what 
\Ye are doing in introducing this measure; 
nevertheless I do contend that the advice 
which our experts have tendered to the 
Government, in view of their experience of 
cotton-growing in other parts of the world, 

Jl.ir. Elphinstont.j 
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is well founded. Nothing is easier than to 
work up an agitation at this end, because 
an Australian does not like being compelled 
to do anything. \Ve like to be a _law. unto 
ourselvee and therefore, when leg1slallon 1,; 

introduc~d which is compulsory or man­
datory, there is the_ natur:>l rcsen~m~nt by 
the person to whom 1t apphes, and 1t 1s very 
easv to work up an agitation on that account. 
But that does not assist us at all in estab­
lishing oqr case. The oubta~ding question 
of intportance scen1s to bo \\'nether \VG are 
simply going· to repeat Quc<-nsland's experi­
ence of years ago, and take advantage of the 
temporary shortage of cotton, as was the 

"Case during the American Civil \Var, when 
conditions there absolutely dislocated the 
supply of cotton to the world, and which gaYe 
us an opportunity of entering the field as a 
serious cotton-gro\Yer, or \VhPthcr we are 
>;oing to frame a policy that will establish. us 
in the world as a permanent cotton-growmg 
country. All the arguments have to be 
studied with those two possible positions in 
mind. In determining our policy we have to 
stud? one or the other of those two objects, 
beca.use as the Minister points out, if the 
succecs 'is only to be temporary, there is no 
justification whatever in calling upon the tax­
payers to continue t0 make coni ributions to 
the establishment of cotton-growing in Queens­
land. The onlv iustiflcation thctt we have 
for spending this £69,000-that is the amount 
expended to date-is by imprccsing upon the 
taxpayers that by this early assistance in tho 
difficult problem of production there will b3 
established what is going t0 be a very profit­
able primary pr0ductfon. But if this is only 
going to be t-emporary, and we are merely 
g-oing to repeat what we did under the c0n­
ditions operating during the American Civil 
\Var, I argue that the Government have no 
justification whatever in spending this money. 
Another very important point is this: Cotton­
growing has been seized upon by many of 
us as a means whereby we can give intending 
settlers in Queensland an opportunity of 
earning a liv0lihood. Most of our produc­
tions here are curbed so far as their develop­
ment is concerned hv reason of the fact that 
we cannot go beyond the internal consuming 
powers of Australia. Cotton is ona of those 
productions that provides us with an oppor­
tunity of looking to the world's markets; 
an·l, if that is so, as we believe, then we 
mu .. t determine }V'hat our policy is going to 
be, became we propose to :opcnd large sums 
of money on land developmental work, in 
connection with which cotton-growing is 
going to play an important part. 

I mac!" verY exhaustive inqniries whilst I 
was in England, not in rcgHr·d to any fulfil­
ment of what has been dc .. ,rribed as a mission, 
but simplv hcc~noe this matt0r struck 

me as being so important that, 
[4 p.m.] if one was privileged to visit. parts 

of the world where knowledge so 
far as· t.hP consum0r is concerned was avail­
able, it wos incumbent on me to take advan­
tage of every opportunitv of learning what 
was the viewpoint over there. Amongst the 
gentlemen and bodies whom I had the oppor­
tunitv of discussing this matter with :\Verc--

The Chairman 0f Liverpool Cotton 
Association; 

Mr. Huvh Calvert, of Calvert and Sons, 
the Egyptian cotton brokers ; 

Ash ton Brothers and Co .. Ltd., one of 
the biggest c0tton-mill owners in 
Oldham; 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

Manager, Mutual Mills, Hey>vood; 
Lord Emmott, who has big- int-'rests in­

the cotton industry in Oldham; 
R. H. Jackson, Chairman of the British 

Emrire Cotton Corporation; 
Sir G. J'\eedham; 
E. Platt, whose name is associated with 

cotton machinery ; 
Sir Edward Stockton; 
Sir Chas. lUacara; , 
Sir Arthur Howarth; 
Prc~ident, Manchester Chamber o£ Coin­

Inerce; 
T. Garnett, who was the reprcsenhtivc· 

of the cotton interests in Lancashire, 
and Yisited Qu.emland in 1911 and 
E x:hau~tively reported on the possi­
bilities of cotton-g1·ov. ing in Queens­
land; 

\Y. M. Howarth, Fine SpinLers; 
J. Thorpe, Manchester Cotton "h.ocia­

tion; 
Mr. Him bury, Managing Director; _a_nd 
).,lr, Oldfield. Secretary, of the Bl'lhsl1· 

Cotton G-rowing A•-·,ociation. 

These are a few of those with whom I had 
the pleasure of coming into active personal 
contact and seeking their advice in regarc1 
to extending cotton production in a young 
country like Queensland. My meeting tho.·e 
g-entlemen and hodie>; was not simply to 
bolster up the contention that ratoon cotton 
must of nece•,sity be eradicated entirely from 
our programme, hut to find out whether we, 
as a responsible body of public men, were· 
justified in condcn1ning ratoon cotton absi.J­
iutely, or \Yhether wo should listen to _the 
arge1ments which the growers had so _forc1~lv 
advanced as to the nccessitv and adv1sab1hty 
of growing ratoon cotton ... I did not in any 
spe,cch that I delivered ever attempt to direct 
attention to or make anv deflnite statement 
in rdcrenc-2 to ratoon cOtton. 

In the speech which I made to the members 
of the Chamber of Commerce in the Oldham 
Town Hall I did not m0ntion the subject 
of ratooning-. I pm·pcse placin;; on th2 table 
0f the House a copy of my speech on th3:t 
occasion so that .any hon. member who rs 
suffieientlv intere<ted can read exactlv what 
I did ny '; it is too long for mo to read now, 
as it runs into two columns. Thos0 who a1:e 
su!Iicicntly ini,rcsted to study and read rt 
will do me the justic<o nf saying that my one· 
object in meeting that body was to advoc.ate 
Queensland's cause as a cotton-growing 
country. During my speech I did not make 
the sli"htest reference to ratoon cotton, but 
after "my spPech certain qncRtions . wero 
asked. Among-st the speeches then dehvered 
was the 0ne bv Mr. R. H. Jackson, Charr­
man of the Br.itish Emniro C0tton Growing 
Corporation. That gentleman is thus 
reported-

" l\1r. R. H. J ackson spoke of ratoon 
cotton which \Vas inferior cotton. It was 
nee p, ;a rv that such cotton shoulcl not be 
s0nt on.t, The cotton bolt should be 
propcrl.' cleaned up each season. He. 
admitted Queensland cotton >Yas good 
ond '""s well worth the extra 2d. per lb. 
The whole matter, however. turned on 
,v·hat thc world's prico \vas going to be, 
and could the quality be kept up yi 
pitch. He hoped that cotton woulcl b'> 
maintaine-d at a hig-h st~r;darcj,. be;,auso 
Que-ensland was a prom1smg neld. 
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An outcome of that was a discussion amongst 
thnse pre'e.nt in which I did not take any 
part, and the chairman and secretary were 
insti·uctcd to prepare a resolution with a 
request that it be forwarded to the autho­
ritios in Queensland expressing an opinio!l 
of wbat undoubtedly was a repreevntative 
mc0ting of cotton spi,mers on the que~tion of 
n tooning. 

At 4.5 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
J\Ir. ELPHIKSTO::'\E: Thllt resolution was 

the one that was cabled out. I <lid not 
even see the resolution. I had no hand what­
ever in the making of it. It simply hap­
pened that after my speech those people 
recognised that Queensland had some prom1sc> 
with rq;ard to its cotton production, and 
therefore they as old hands, knowing what 
cotton was needed, thought they were justi­
fied in giving wmc advice to a young 
c<•tmtry as to what should and should not 
be done. 

The general information that one gleaned 
from all one's investigations was that Queens­
land should grow only the best. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: That was the out­

standing inference that one gathered. The 
adYice ·was really unnecessary to one coming 
from Queensland. \Vhat better example 
could one have than Queensland wool, which, 
hy the application of im·estigation, money, 
and science, has now reached a level that 
causes buyers from eJl parts of the world to 
rome and meet in strer::uous cornpetition, and 
!hat has given us tho exceptional market 
we are enjoying at present? They stated 
that should be our objective in regard to 
cotton. Here again I want to be quite 
candid, and state that I am not in a posi· 
tion to say whethe1· Queensland ca.n or 
cannot grow annual cotton profitably. I am 
simply saying that these arc the impres­
si<,ns gleaned from conversations with t.hoso 
rcprr·senting the consuming end of the pro­
J:l'·'ition. We know there is a shortage of 
cotton, ancl the Jl.1inister has given us 
evidence as to the present position with 
regard to cotton supplies throughout the 
world. I do not intend to weary the House 
by repetition. I merely want to bhow that 
tremendous efforts are being made to over­
come th0 world's shortage in the produetion 
of cotton. 

In England, as most of us here kno'-"'• 
there are two bodies whose main mission, 
and pl~acticall-.;,· whose solo 1nissjon, is to 
encour~go tho growth of cotton within 
the Empire. One is the British Cotton 
Growing Aesociation, who are enabled b.v 
legislation that was introduced in England 
some years ago to levy 6d. a bale on every 
ba_l<; of cotton coming into England. They 
ullhsc that 6d. a bale which amounts fa a 
big: sum, expressly for the purpose of encour­
agmg the growth of cotton within the 
En1pire. 

The SrcRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTcRE: I wish 
we could get some of it here. 

l\Ir. ELPHIKS'IO~E : vY e should be a blo 
to, and I hdieYd we could if we could only 
alter ~h.o i1npression prcvaili1~g arnong the 
authonhcs at home as to tho importance of 
Queensland as a cotton-;;oro\\ :ing country. I 
want to t"ll the gentlemen who arc defend. 
ins the case of ratoon so strongly that I 
tlunl~ ~hc0• are r":ther militating against the 
cbtammg of ass1otanco from these bo::lies, 

who have deeply rooted in their minds the 
idea that ratoon cotton is not going to be· 
a pennanent success. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTcRE: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. ELPHINSTO::'\JE : The other body is 
the Empire Cott-on Growing Corporation, 
which, as we kno1n, is of rcce:nt origin and \Vas 
created by the Government of Great Britain 
to encourage cotton-growing wit.hin the 
Empire and they have placed at their disposal 
some thrcc•l m11lions of money, repre>enting 
the profit that was made bv the Government 
out of the handling of the Egyptian cotton 
crop during the 1\ «r. The Ernpiro Cotton 
Growing Corporation are to-day spending 
larg-e sums of mane:: in the dcvciopment o£ 
cntton-growing in other parts of the Empire. 

I musto admit that, from the many conver­
sations I had with individuals aesociated 
with those two bodies, I gathered that 
neither body regards our efforts here in 
Quee!Island seriously. They ext<>nd to us 
the hospitality and consideration which is so 
characteristic of tho Euglish people; but, 
when you seriously tackle th0m on th0 
quc,tion of applying to Queensland 'ome 
of those mane's which have beAn entrusted: 
lo them for the encouragement of cotton­
growing within the Empire, you cannot get 
them to take it seriously, becau·~e they do 
not look upon Queensland at the present 
moment as a serious prmpectivo producer 
of cotton in any large quantity. 

To support that argument I have here the­
April number of ·'The Empire Cotton 
Growing Review," which is the oflicial organ 
of the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation. 
In that number there is a leadino- article· 
headed "Cotton Growing witl~in the 
Empire'." which gives a survev of what is. 
being do,1e in the Empire by 'the Corpora­
tion and other bodies t.a encourage the grow­
ll1g of cotton. You can r·ead this article 
through and there is not a single reference 
to Australia made in it, supporting my con­
tention that at the moment Queensland o1· 
Australia is not taken seriously in regard to 
the growing of cotton. So much did I think 
that this called for comment that I wrote 
to tho "Manchf'ster Guar.dian" calling atten­
tion to it. and saying that it was rather 
unfortunate that in these times, when the­
doctrine of Empire was being paraded so 
forcibly in England, the Empire Cott-on 
Growing Coq1oratiDn -was evidently more 
conce>·ned about the growing of cotton by 
black labour than it ,,-as about encouraging 
the growing of cvtt.an in Australia by white 
labour. That is the impression that struck 
every Auctralian, and it led to a certain 
amount of correspondence m the papers. 
"·hich gave a slight encouragement that 
the claims of Australia in this regard· 
n1ay at Hlmc time or other be rPcog­
nisrd. The next article in this official organ 
< f the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation 
i' one dealing with the extension of cotton· 
rrro1ving 1Yithin the Empirf', and the moneys 
that a1·e being spent in that direction, and.' 
I in+end to read three or fom· extracts which 
are 1nost E'nlightening- under existing circum­
stances. It is headed-

" EXTE:SSION OF RAILV:AYS IN TROPICAL 
EAST AFRICA. 

"Reference was made in the editorial 
to the great importance of the provision 
of suitable means of cheap transport, 
·without which it is useles" to engage· 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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seriously in the cultivation of any pro­
duct such .as cotton, which cannot be con­
sumed upon the spot where it is grown. 
The gToat importance of this matter, 
especially in tropical Africa, which, 
.apart from India, bids fair to be the 
chief En1pire source of supply, has long 
engaged the attention of the Corporation, 
and it is very gratifying to be able to 
record that steps of the utmost import­
ance have been taken towards the con­
struction in East Africa of lines of rail­
wav which will not onh- make the 
exi~ting cotton fields more accessible, 
but which will open up new territory 
suitable for the crop." 

Another paragraph in this same article 
•·eads-

" Tov ards the end of last year the 
Corporation prepared, at the rcquc't of 
the President of the Board of Trade in 
the late Government. a memorandum 
setting out the seYerflJ means whereby 
in their opinion cotton-gruTving \vithin 
th• Empiee could be considerably and 
rapidly developed. In this memorandum 
they dateJ that they attached special 
impcrtanco to increased facilities fo:_" 
transport in tropical Africa, and em­
phasis~d particularly the need for a rail­
\Vay giving Jinja in "Gganda dirc~t 
ace io the sea at =·Ion1hasa, and the 
desirabilitv of rcnairins>: tho JiQ·ht rail­
\vay )'Lt Lil1<ii in Tanga1~yika. They also 
suggested that the possibilities of de­
veloping the l\lwanza area in Tanganyika 
by meai1s of a raih· av to Tabora on the 
{"··ntral Raihvay. anc!' also of opening up 
the pobntiallv rich cotton area of :\'orth­
l,Y st ="igcria, ohoulcl be nrefullv 
explored." · 

Africa all th0 time 1 You never hear of 
"\ustralia in· this regard-

" At their meeting this week. the 
Exccutiye Cr.nnnittcc of th" Cornoration 
learned ,,-ith the s>:rcatest satisfaction 
ihat the Cokni"l Office l•acl informed tlw 
Governor., of Kenya and l:ganda that 
Parli ·mcnt "Ould be asked to sanction a 
loan of £3,500.000 fl-ee of inter< t for ftve 
-; oar~. to l:o rrpa id in thir(v-scYPn annual 
instalment,. and to be secured on the 
r0' 'JJlF' ;;PHl a~ ,f'ts -of I(cnva and 
l:.e:anda. The grc<ttc•r part of the loan 
will be devoted to C'xtcnding the present 
railwav from Uasin Gishn in Kem a to 
Luzing:a. a station on the Busoga ra.Hv~'flY 
north of .Jinj'l. This railwa:,· •cill not 
only greatlv facilitate the movement of 
the U?anda cotton crop, which i-. 
cxnectcd this sew,on to c·xrc-cd 100,0·10 
bales. but will ·develop the industry in 
the North Kavironclo country throug-h 
which the raih\ ay "·ill pass. 

"The grant of a sum of £50,000 to 
Tanganvika has also been approved by 
the Imperial Government for the purpose 
of reconditioning the light raihYay at 
Lincli and e-xtending- it to th0 coast ,,-ith 
a Yie\Y to r~~sisting· the cotton-gro\ving 
industry in that ar-ea. 

"This intin1ation \Yas giYPn b0fore the 
change of Government, but it was under­
stood that the fW<'s"nt. Government havD 
endorsed the scheme in both cas0s. 

" lt was further reporkd that tho 
Corp-oration's suggestions of a raihvay to 
Mwanza in Tanganyika .and another in 
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Nigeria had been referred by the Colonial 
Office for examination iby the local 
governn1ents. 

"The Executive Committee of the 
Corporation passed a cordial vote of 
thanks to the mc,mbers of the late Go­
VC'rnmcnt for the ready and sympath~tic 
consideration they had always given to 
the proposals of tlw Corporation, and 
for their recoo·nition of the importance 
of c~ev~!opingo cotton-gro\ving in tho 
Em]JlfC'. 

The whole of that shows that the whole 
obj ert o~ theRe tvr<J \Jodi~~s ~s to encourage 
the growing of cotton m drstncts where black 
labour is available. In no case could ono 
rret serious attention vyhcn reference ·was 
~1adc t<J cotton-g-ro,ving in Queensland. I~ 
is rather deplorable that the GoYernment ana 
these two bodies at home have not as yet 
dcYotcd to Queensland tJ:o attentio!". _in 
regard to its cotton-gr<Jwing poss1b1hhes 
which i~ dc"on-cs 

'I'hu SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: Hear, 
heari 

1\ft-. ELPHI='!S'I'O::\E: \V" are rather mili­
tatino- aO'ainst our prospcc:s so long as we 
cling Dto ~atoon theories, which. in the ;ninds 
of the deep thinkers at home, _do not grve us 
that prospect of doyeJopmg mto a cotton­
grmYing country that some of us \Vould lrke 
to see. 

Another point is this: In going thro~tgh 
the Wembley Exhibition, I think I am nght 
in e aying that in fully 90 per cent .. ol the 
pa viliob which represented the colomes ar:d 
mandated territories, ra-.\· c.;tton was dl3-
l;IJ.red as a prosncetivc line of production, 
dcmly shmYing that every s0cbon _of the 
"'orl d to-da v \V here cotton-groiYing IS pos­
' iblo an, rec-ognising the opportunitio' which 
the present shortage gives. 

Tho obYious deduction which all these 
inyestigatione lead one to is that befor,e 
rnany years are passed the present shor_tage 
will bo amply provided ~or. ~lwrc_ rs a. 
gro 1t ftcld for expansron m Afrrca-m the 
Soudan .. where they are putting 300,000 acres 
of land under cotton, in 17 ganda, Tangan­
vika Kenva Colonv, and in South _\frica; 
~nd,' as ":e haye Seen r~...,cently, jn Persia. 
Ail these places .are being opened up as 
cot'on-producing countries of the world, and 
therefore the preoent shortage of raw 
material c1nnot, in my judgment, last for 
any great length of time. 

The point I now want to make is this: \Y~en 
the condition arises that cotton production 
come' lJ1ck to normal onco moro. \vhat is the 
position of Queensland going to be? Are we 
si111ply going to be as we w-ere in the days 
Df the Civil \Yar. and enjoy a temporary 
s1~in in regard to· our cotton production, or 
are we going io face the facts fearlessly and 
appreciate th ·~t it is only by grO\Ying t_ho 
highest quality of cotton that we can m":m· 
tain onr position as a cotton-growmg 
country? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: Hear, 
hear! 

J'.Ir" ELPHIKSTO::\E: In Lancashire, the 
position to-day is such that anything in the 
form of cotton will sell. It does not matter 
whether it is annual, ratoon, or holly cotton, 
vou can ftnd a market for it in Great Brit .1in 
to-day, because tho market is so absolutely 
short of the raw material that everything 
which looks like cotton finds a •ready sale. 



Cotton Industry Act [2 OCTOBER.] 1301 

That, in my judgment, has caus~d :Ylr. 
Daniel Jones to come to certain conclusions, 
,vhich, to 1ne, are ~bsolutely unconYincing. 
If he had gone over thoro to discover whether 
there was a market for ratoon cotton to-day 
at a profitable price, undoubtedly the anS\ver 
would be " Y os," and that is the answer he 
has giYen. But aD.\'One could give that reply. 
If an-cone had sent me a cable v;hen I was 
in En"gland asking me that question, I could 
readily have said, "Yes, you can sell any­
thing in the shape of cotton; but the point 
is whether that condition of affairs which 
obtains to-day in England is going to exist 
for any length o{ tin1e." 11y answer is, 
" Ccrhinly not, beuu;c the grP-11 efforts 
which arc being made and the millions of 
mono,,- which are being expended to extend 
the col-ton-growing areas with black labour 
in Africa clearly show that the demand 
which exists in the market for anything in 
the shape of cotton at a profttablo price 
cannot last for any length of time." I do 
think wo would be extremely unwise if 've 
induced our growers to go in extensively for 
ratoon cotton-growing as a new fonn of 
primarY production of a profitable nature 
when some of us can see, or think we can 
see, that with the passage of a few years tho 
conditions which prevail to-day arc going to 
be entirely altered. 

The reason why cotton o! an inf{·rior 
quality is fetching such a hig'1 price on the 
English marht is that cotton of high quality 
is so dear that those spinners wi1o haYn 
hitherto used nothing else but what they c11l 
the high counts fir,d that they cannot manu­
facture articles from it at prices for 'vhich 
they can sell thorn; and, therefore, tlwv arc 
t.u,-ing a cheape1· article to mix with the 
g·ood cotton, thus reducing the ayc1:age cost 
of their raw material. The nmlt is that 
there is an abnc.rmal demand for cotton 
d low quality and a rather reduced demand 
for cotton of high quality, so that the prices 
have tended to ep!.Jrox,imat9 one another. 
'l'ho price of high quality cotton is not so 
r-reat comparatively to-day as it used to 
he, the spinner not being able to buy it, 
'- hilst the price of low quality cotton has 
iucreased consider.1bly by reason of the• 
a hnormal demand. That is jmt a temporary 
~tate of affairs, a.nd I argue that it is not 
r1ght to lead our gTo"\vers to in1agine that 
that condition of things is going to last 
indefinitelv. becaust·. as I have endeavoured 
to show, that is not likely to be the case. 

The only people whom I interviewed in 
Lancashire and "ho fa voureJ the ra loon 
cotton question to any extcnt-ev0n cuthusias­
ticallv-were <he :Wanchestcr Cotton Associa­
tion.· Mr. Daniel Jones had interviewed the 
directors prior to my going there, and Mr. 
Thorpe, the president, hem-in~· that I was 
Lack in l\1ancbester, invited me to con1o 
round and see him and discuss the matter, 
rend to ho:,r what 'iews I had to express on 
tho subject. They had been convinced b;, 
:\Jr. Jones's argunwnts-I want to be quit·, 
fair and state thn case from all points of 
viBw-that Queensland's nolicv should be the 
growing of ratoon cottorl. I "endeavoured to 
get from them C'Cactl:;· on what ba-is they 
grounded their opinions, and I could not 
g-et any convincing argtu11ent. except this: 
The J\Ianchestcr Cotton Ascociation is prar­
ti< 1lly run by Q],1ham, which is that part 
of the cotton-spin;ning area which deals 
'"!most exclusively in cheap cotton goods, and 
!l-.erefore must have cheap rav.- cotton The 

directors of this ::\Ianchcster Cotton Associa­
tion arc also to ,, largo extent dir 'ctors of 
1 he Manchester Ship Canal, their interest 
therdore being to get :\Ianchtstcr plenty 
of cotton fron1 thc·sc parts 111 cornpct.ition 
"-ith Liverpool. of which thev are edremelv 
jealous. Therefore it seemu:i to me that the 
df·sire of the l\Iar:dwst0r Cotton ..:\.··xociLtion 
was to get as n1uch cotton as they could, and 
gr:t it as cheaply us they could, so as to keep 
the canal busy, and also giYc 01dham that 
cheaper cotton 'viJich has been the baeis of 
its rnanufacturcs fur so long-. _-\s I \vas 
lt'aYing, the prcsi ·lent of that bod:T sent n1e 
a pan1phlet kno\Yn as the :J,lan~hc,.ter Cotton 
A~sociution's ptllllflhlct, on 1'(' 1 di!lg ihrm~gh 
\\hieh I noticed this ;:arctgraph, under the 
Leading: '' Opportunity for the Colonic·" to 
Supply Lancashirf~'J-

" Those in the colonies interested in 
cotton-growing arc asked to realise hov'i 
Yital it is that the greatest ctlrC' should 
be exorcised to S0f'Ul'O cot ton crops of 
even running qualities (that is, grade 
and colour, slre'ngth md ftneness of 
fibre, rough or smooth, etc.) and the same 
character vcar after ~-oar. For the bulk 
of the trade the sta,ple shonlcl be 1 to 
1 3.16 in., aud longer staple for finer 
numbers. S~_.:,uld each season's crop 
differ in charclcteristics it would simpl:y 
clri vo the milh a way from these cottons." 

That seemed to be eo contradictorv to the 
remarks which the president had made to 
1110 personally, that on the 12th July I 'note 
to him this letter-

" Dear :Ylr. Thorpe.-Your R.ocretary 
vvas good enough to send n1e the 
pamphlet which your As3oriation i&cues 
and I have Yery carefully perused it and 
am most interested in that valuable pro­
duction. 

"There is one paragraph which I 
would call vour attention to and that is 
the last parar:raph under the heading 
' Opportunity for the Colonies to Supply 
Lancashire' where vou deal with the· 
need of securing cotton crops of eYen 
running qualities. 

"All that I hear about ratoon cotton 
leads ono to the opinion that it is im­
possible to obtain this quality and that 
only annual cotton can supply such, 
and it is on that account that some of us 
have felt so "trongly the importance of 
insisting upon the growing of annual 
cotton only. 

" In view of the cmn-ersation which I 
had the privilege of having with you on 
Tuesday last, I should appreciate it ,-ery 
much if you will kindly reconcile in my 
1nind tho question of our O'fO\YCT.3 pro­
ducing ratoon cotton, and ~-et fulfilbng­
the conditions which vou stre s in the 
paragraph under review. 

" \Vith kind regards, 
"Yours faithfully." 

On the 16th JulY. the Secrctan· of the 
:\fanchester Cotton. Association wro'te me this 
reply-

" Dear Sir,-'l'he pHsident, }fr. J<\sse 
Thorpo, dircc :s me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 12th July, 
addressed to himself in rchtion to cotton 
cultivation in Queensland and to state 
that he notes your remarks. Mr. Thorpe, 
however, is convinced that it. is in the 
interests of Queencland to grow ratoon 
cotton, fnr not only wonld it enable 

lllr. ElfJhinstonc. i 
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Queenslan-d to grow a much larger crop, 
but would enable AusJ\ralia to more 
successfully compete, in the matter d 
price, with other L'Otton-growing 
countries. 

" Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) H. Romxso~, Secretary." 

'That is a very lame repl;;· in support of hio 
-contention, because '' e have no hope here of 
Dompeting with other cotton-growing coun­
tries in the matter of price. Orice Africa 
-comes into its o\YD in regard to coUon-grow­
·ing we haye no cha11ce of competing with 
that country in tho matter of price. Lanca­
shire and 1\1ancbesb:~r in particular want 
cheap cotton, and the interest which they 
have is to get cheap cotton, and the argu­
mc•nts which are ad,·anced in that reply to 
my letter a re inconsistent with those which 
.appear in the pamphlet I havo quoted, and, 
therefore, all the advice to QLwensland on 
growing ratoon cotton must be considered in 
the light of the facts that I have disclosed. 

Whilst referring to Mr. Daniel Jonc~, I 
would like to say that I met that gentleman 
twice whilst I was in England, and he gave 
me the opvortunity on both occasions to talk 
cotton, and we had hYo long di~eus,,:ions 
on this question, and I ,,·as tremendou oly 
impressed with his enthusiasm and earnest­
Less in the ea use that he espoused. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTt.:RE : Hear, 
·hear! 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE : He is entitled to 
every credit for living in what I might call 
thir-d-class hotels and doing cycrything to 
save m one:,. I-Io \V a':'\ suffering from an 
intense cold, which made one think he would 
be more at home in a hocpital than fighting 

·the battles of the cotton-grmvers of Queens­
land. He exhibited the most intense 
enthusiasm which made one readily apprc­

. ciate-whether one agreed with his deductions 
or not-the wonderful pertinacitv with which 
he pursaed his object, and that which he 
believed to be in the best int 'rcst.J of the 
-cotton-growers of f?nccnsland. '\'o matter 
\';hat might be the result of the cotton con­
troYersy, we shall nc.-cr forget the goo-d work 
.that man undoubtedly has done in calling 
.attention to the possihilitv of cotto!1-
growing in Queensland. The " Manchester 
Guardian," in referring t-o the speech by 
Mr. Jones before the J\Ianchester Cotton 
.ch>'ociation. made ihe'e remarks-

" One of :Mr. J ones's samples fro"" a 
shrub in its hCVentecnth vtar was 
dHcribed by Mr. ,J esse Thorpe, 'Presi­
dent, as cotton which Lancashire could 
do H'ry well 11·ith. and of another he 
said that, while it did not appear to be 
as even in staple as annual, it could 
not by an."· means bo called uncommer­
ciaL J\-Ir. F. Tomlinsecn. also expressed 
the opinion that tho Colonial Govern­
ment's regulations are too strict. All th"' 
cotton of which J\Ir. J ones had brought 
samples, he said, could be reodily 
marketed in Lancashire. The question, 
of course, is one for experts, but for our 
part we rather like the idea of the 
'Australian Cotton Grower' tbat Queens­
land should grow only the bc~t, assuming 
that the best can be cultivated in large 
quantities." 

In passing I wish to touch on the question 
·of cotton-growing in Egypt. I >vent to Cairo 
_flrH-1 ~a1..v '<(nn~ 0£ th0 Eg~7pti2ll ~cttcr.. f.cld:;, 
and made it my business to find out, so far 
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as my limited time permitted, all that wa~ 
·possible to be ascertained of the history of 
cotton-growing in Egypt. It is remarkable 
to see those small tracts of land of about 
three acres or fiye acres intensely cultiv:lted 
by the Eg0 ptians. Land is available for 
selection on freehold conditions. They have 
"ot got a Labour Government in power to 
prevent a man from owning his own land, 
but the:1 buy it, enjoy it, and develo1~ it 
thoroughly. and, if one wants an object 
ksson in the benefits permitted by the free­
hold tenure, one can see it in the cotton 
bolt in Egypt. Thes" men were cultivating 
this land in a most intense form. 

They arc pa:·ing a'' much as £2~0 per acre 
fm· that land. Rates and taxes amount to 
qui to a considerable sun1. r.rhe v.-atcr rate 

cverv vear is a1so con-.iderable 
[4.3~ p.m.] In ~pite of all this, these mon 

are making handsome profits ou~ 
of gTmving cotton in Egypt. This is due. to 
the fact. thi\t they are growing a high-quaht:,' 
cotton for which they get high prices. The 
fu;ures I got there showed that from 1902 to 
1914 the a verag ,' yield was 463 lb. of lint 
c-oiton per acre; from 1915 to 1919. 37-t lh. of 
1 int cotton per acre; and from 1920 to 1923, 
MS lb. of lint cotton per acre. Each of 
these growers contracts for his supplies with 
me,·chants who come along in the earlv 
'tagcs of the cotton crop. The contracts 
last year ranged from £6 to £10 per 
315 lb. seed cotton, deli.-ery of which was 
taken at tlw farm. The average yield last 
year >vas 1,063 lh. of seed cotton per acre. 
This showed an average contract return of 
£29 per acre. but above this contract price 
the gro.,·er received additional emoluments. 
Good cultivation yielded up to 1,600 lb. of 
sec·d cotton per acre, and oven more. ThB 
enhanced price for extra-qualitv cotton might 
easilv reach £50 an acre net. I have a letter 
which I ha.-e received horn 1\Ir. II. Carver, 
of Ctn-cr Brothers e,nd Company. Ltd., Man­
che,ter, the brokers who deal exclusively with 
Eg:vptian cotton. This fmn has ginneries 
in Egypt. and enters into contracts with the 
_growers for the crops. :i\ilr. Can-er in this 
letter sa:vs-

" As regards culti,-ation, some lands 
are sown on the three-year rotation, and 
others on a two-vear rotation. The 
former is considered prc:ferablc. but the 
native is naturally influ need by the 
cm-r nt market price as regards the area 
he puts under cotton. It is customary 
to plant the cotton in ridges about 2 feet 
apart; the plants being 16 inches apart 
in the ridge, though it is maintained 
that a better yield would be obt tined by 
giving the plants n1ore romn. As regar·d:; 
n1arketing tho cotton, a gre..;t number of 
the cultivators sell their crops in the 
seed. hut if they wish to, thov can always 
send their cotton to one of the numerous 
g·inning factcriPs, who charge them a 
standard rate for ginning (at the 11resent 
time' I belicYe 1s. or Ss. p2r lOO lb. lint). 
The cotton and seed are then disposed of 
hy the owner in the Alexandria market, 
or ln son1e ca·::-efS the cotton is consigned 
to Li.-erpool brokers." 

There arc oue or two points in that letter 
worthy of passing attention. These Egyptian 
cotton-p;rm\ ers only pay 4s. or Ss. per 100 ib. 
lint cottoi1 for the ginning. That is consider­
ably less than the gro"·er in Queensland pays 
for the ginning of hiP cotton. Th2 cotton­
grower in Egypt alEo ren1ains the cwner of 
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1lis seed and ·disposes of it as he thinks fit. 
That letter might contain some information 
which would be of some Ll'O to tlw c·otion­
g-rower in Queensland. 

Ther·e is one fact in regarcl to cotton­
growing in Egypt to which I want to call 
serious attention. vVhen I was in Cairo l 
had the rather unhappy experience of seeing 
the <•mduct of Egyptian affairs handed over 
from the British Government to the Egyp­
tiam themselves. The crowning of the King 
and other events took place at that particula;• 
time. Through an interpreter I tried to 
find out from the under dog in Co iro cxactly 
wl:~t the g-eneral impression was as to this 
change of Government. OnJ felt that great 
apprehension was evidenced by the poorer 
classes of the community as to v;'lwt effect 
the eh a nge \Vf\_s going to make. The expre8-
cions which th'v used were all to the effect 
that they would much rather be under the 
control of the British Government than under 
the control of their own high-< J.ste Egyptians. 
who undoubtedly would practise as;ain, as 
they did in the past, those methods of extor­
tion which did not give the rank and file the 
opportunity to live comfortably. 

Mr. G LEDSO:>r ' That is not peculiar to 
Bg:qJt. 

Mr. ELPHTNSTONE, It is not. When 
returning to Egypt I had an opportunity of 
'(1iscu$,~ing \vith an officer of the Bank of 
Egypt the development of matters during 
the five months which had passed since m,· 
first visit. He told me that, unfortunately, 
the forecast as to the retrograde step taken 
when handmg· over Egypt to a native Govern­
ment was fully justified, because the cotton­
growers had already experienced great diffi­
culty in getting supplies of water which, of 
-course, is css.:lJtial to their crop:<~. There' 
\Ye re also all kinds of extortions be in o· made 
with regard to rates) taxc~J and cotto~ rates 
I shall give a simple illustration of how the 
natiye growers intended to overcome the dif­
ficulty in one particular settlement. They 
conc(•ived among themselves the idea of COD· 
tributing towards a general fund with which 
they could buy a piece of land in the midst 

·of their seithmocnt. Thev intctclccl to make a 
present of t~is to the head man of that par· 
hcn!u d1st net. lwcause he would. then re­
quire water himself to grow cotton there, 
and they would have water themseh·c •. That 
shows how th0 spirit of " graft " exists when 
the control of a country is handed over to 
Orientals. I hope we shall take a lc-,son 
from it. 

If those peop_le _in Egypt are going to be 
subjected to tb1s mtcrfcrcnce in the matter 
of cotton-growing, it will undoubtcdh- han• 
": m_rkc<l effect on the Egyptian cott~n pro­
(tuchon. Ilcro again IS an opp0rtunit....- for 
quecnslancl to ~tep in and occupy the' posi­
twn h<'lcl b.-· Eg.''Dt to-day, and to supply 
Liverpool and :VLmchester with its highest 
quality cotton. 

On tlw Liverpool Exchange there are two 
rings which control the cotton market. The 
big one. of course, is the American rino- but 
along.~icle it is a s1nall ring ·with about t~,:enty 
or thirty operatives. That is confined solelv 
to the marketing of Eg:·ptian cotton. There 
we haYc tJwt s1na.ll a'rea of cctton production 
commandmg for Itself a corner of that o-reat 
Cot:on Exchange \YlH~re its: p~:cdurh·

0 

are 
dealt with cxclmi,·ely, e.olely on the basis of 
excellence nf production. And "·hen nne 
~aw th:• prices being put up minute after 

minute as deals were effected, one saw that 
Egyptian cotton was 6d., 8cl., and 9d. per lb. 
higher than American cotton. It seems to 
me that the ono hope for Queensland, if she 
looks to cotton to become ono of her 
important primary products, is to produce 
only the best. If the grower could be per­
mitted to have just a sight of that partrcu_Jar 
Exchange and the circumstances surroundmg 
it, he could get all the inspiration needed_ to 
induce hi.n to concentrate on the productwn 
of quality cotton. (Hear, hear!) 

Although LD.ncashire is greatly depressed 
at the moment in regar-d to cotton-spinning, 
those districts which 'confine 1 heir operations 
to fin-·· quality goods are busy all the time. 
.\t Bolton and Burv, where the hrghost grades 
arc treated there "is no slackness, but in the 
Oldh -,m di~trict, whLre poor quality cotton 
is manipulated, there is a great shortage of 
work and much unemployment, clearly show­
ing that whore quality is insist€d on one can 
rely at all times on a constant market. 

I just want to make a few general com­
ments before closing. One thing that 
impressed me on all sides was that, as it costs 
just as much to pick, carry, gin, bale, handle, 
and shir> medium quality cotton as hrgh 
qualit0 we should not attempt to grow any­
thing but the yery best. It osts no '?ore. to 
pull. handle, and ma'l·kct than mfeno1: 
cotton. 

HoxouRABLE ME}fBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ELPHINSTO="E: Ther-efore I argue 
that in a country where our standards are 
high, we should ;t all tim?s aim at qualit?, 
because the co .. t of markctmg Is so great !11 

proportion to the gross returns the grower 
recei vcs. I do not think we ex~ctl v under­
stand here the huge consumption of cotton 
in Lanca~hire. Ashton Brothers' mill. which 
I visited at Hyde, was using 600 bales of 
cotton per week, or 30,000 bales of cotton per 
annum. \'i'hcn you consider tha~ this is four 
timPs Queensland's total production last year 
which is consumed by one mill, you see what 
big idea-~ ono has to assume in regard to this 
cotton quc,tion. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRIC'LT'CRE ' Our crop 
is just a drop in the ocean. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTO="E, Exactly I spent 
a \vock·-end with the rnan'"~ging director of 
this mill, and he said to me, '·I W01.1ld like 
to give your Quecnsla ncl cotton all tho 
encouragement possible, but I ' ant 600 halos 
of cotton per week, and ·when yon can g1ve 
rrw 600 bales of standard cotton of the staple 
and regularity that I require. I, in common 
\Yith othe 1' millowner< n:ill take vonr efforts 
serionslv: but to-da,: we cm not dislocate 
our nr~~an gon1ents fOr a fo,v bales. Let 
Queensland give us quality and quantity and 
we will talk to you. 

HoNOURABLE MEoiBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. ELPHINSTONE: ~\nother point tbe 
manag--er of the Mutual mills at Hcvwood 
in1pre.~sed upon me ·whr>n ar[fuing in fayour 
of annual cotton. One heard a f;rcat 
dPal about the twist in the cotton fibre, 
which the average gro1·:cr and layman 
flors not undcrstJ.nd: but tvh::on vou see 
the rattan b0ing mun yvu do understand 
it. This fine Egyptian cotton is subiected to 
40,000.000 twist'" in the operations before it 
is m~cle into varn of high qualitv. and that 
i> made pos~ible by the highly-developed 
-twist in the annual cotton associated with 
the Egyptian production. The poor quality 
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cotton can only be twisted 40,000 times, be­
cause bcvond that the twist of the cotton 
caunot stand the strain. As all these mills 
are run en piecework conditions. the mill 
OlKratin s being paid accordin.[.:.· to tho 
rr sults, the operatives thunsch-es have a 
great objection to using· thf"30 poor quality 
cottons, because, if the:\ c\J, thpy are con~ 
tinually running about up and down the 
rooms mending broken strar:-ch, \Yhich inter­
feres with the production from which they 
get paid at the end of the day or the week. 
as the case may be. Another important 
point i• this : Lancashire wants cotton in 
JulY and August. It was pointed m1t to me 
on several occasions that at this time cotton 
can seeuro a price perhap,; jn excess of it~ 
qualjty because there is a grc~t :-;hortagc of 
cctton in Lancashire in those t1Yo months. 
'Therefore, if we can land cotton in England 
i11 tho;:;;o t"\\'0 ntondu;, ''"c shall l)njoy an 
adyantago porhnps a little in c 1l't:"'S of -what 
the <Jnality ju~tilies. 

Mlmy of the spinners and many of the 
brokers take bTC'::tt exception to <:ueensland 
coiton hciJ:g confined to one or t1vo houses 
in Lar.c1 ;;hire at the present. time·. 

The SPEAKER: Order I The hon. mem­
ber has exhansted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KING (Logan): I b,:g to moye-
" That the hon. member for Oxley be 

granted an extensjon of time." 
Question put and passed. 

Mr. ELPHINS'TONE: I thank hon 
m,en1bers for granting n1o the conces~ion. 
As I have said, the cotton spinners and 
brokers in Lancac,hire take strong exception 
to our Queensland cotton being handled 
through one or two firms. It creates a 
corner, and that creates a certain amount of 
dissatisfaction and prejudice against Queens­
land cotton. I therefore urge those who aro 
responsible for the markt'ting of Queens· 
land cotton in future to see that it is given 
an open market, because competition _.-ill 
undoubtedly give us an advantage in that 
regard. vVe ,,oe how we benefit' from the 
sale of our wool bY the keen competition 
which exists among the buyers who come 
from all parts of the world to secure it 
from us. 

A GovERN3!ENT lYlE31BER: You have not 
got to ratoon ·wool. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am talking abvut 
cotton generally. I argue that it would be 
wise for us to bear this fact in mind, and sec 
that as op-en a market as possible is prm-idcd 
for our cotton as soon a8 it reaches J\Ian­
chester or Li,-erpool. 

. Ono other point is this-and it is quite an 
1mportant one: The Egyptian baled cotton is 
a pJCture to look at. In the first place, it is 
much more dPnsely-presscd than the Ameri· 
can bal-e. The American bale contains 
; pproximately 500 lb., and the Egyptian bale 
approximately 700 lb.; yet these two bales 
appear to be the same size. \V c can see the 
advan:age of the ~loser packing. 'The 
Egyphan bale occup1es no more space, is 
better to handle, and yet it contains 200 lb. 
more cotton than tho American bale. 'l'hPn 
the American cotton is prejudiced bv reason 
of the fact that poor material is used for 
covering the. bales. The Egyptian uses high· 
quahty hess1an or canvas, with the result 
that the bales ,are unbroken; but the Ameri­
can bales arc not so sati,factory, and the 
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cotton g·ets discoloure-d, which means loss. 
'Therefore I think that those \Yho are to bo 
t'esponsible for the marketing of Queensland 
cotton in fu_turc should bear that in mind. 

I do not intend to trespass on the good 
nature of the Hou"e any longer. except to 
fay that any rernarks and inyestir:ations I 
hav'' made have be-en prompted with one 
clPsirc only-that is. to give the grower, upon 
1\hmn, of course, dcyoh·es all responsibility 
in this n1atter, soonel.' or later, all the infor­
rliation t-hat OIJc's independent inYestigations 
ran JH'OYidc. J:he gTo\vers have not paid n1e 
for the inYestigations I have made, neither 
have the Queensland Government paid me. 
\Yhat I have dono he s been with a de, ire to 
find ont the truth. I have placed m,· impres­
sions before the House, and I hope that they 
1.-il! be tJseful to Queensland in \vorking out 
it~ dcstillics as a cotton~gro'''illg cotuury. 

HoxouR.lBLE }lEn>:<ERS: Hear, hear! 

:'llr. W. COOPER (Bos, wood): I have 
listener! ven attentivelv to the hon. member 
for Oxley. "and I cOJ1gratulate him upon 
nut king· one of the best speeches in regard to 
ad Yice to the cotton-grow-ers of Queensland 
that could possibly be delivered. (Hear, 
hear :) lie has exprcs' od opinions which I 
m:·self, not so elaborately, have expressed in 
the Committ-ee of Supply, and also when the 
Cotton Industry Bill was pacsing through the 
Chamber. I realise that what the hon. mem­
ber has said is absolutely correct. and that, 
if Queensland is going to be a cotton-produc­
ing centre, we must produce the best cotton, 
m as to enabl-e the British manufacturer to 
manufacture the best cotton fabrics. Tho 
hon. member for Oxlc:,· also pointE>cl out that 
the danger to Queensland is from the intro­
duction of methods wherebv the cotton­
growers of Que-ensland may b'Ee able to com­
pete with the cheap black labour employed 
in Africa. I regret that the British cotton 
spinners and manufacturers aro taking the­
stand that it will be to their interest to 
purchase from nations who employ black 
labour· for the grmving of cotton in prefer· 
ence to Queens] and, ,,-here we are cndea vour­
ing to preserve a "\Vbite Australia." That 
is why 1 object to the methods adopted by 
ihc Britisl'l spinners, who will endeavour in 
the near futuro to procure cotton at the 
cheapest possible rate. At the same time I 
quite agree with the hon. member for Oxley 
tk1t it is yery apparent to anvbody who has 
thought at all upon the cotton industry in 
Queensland that it is absolutely necessary for 
Lts to produce the very best quality of cotton. 
If \Ye ate going· to do that, as experts havB 
pointed out time after time that ratoon 
cotton is not of the best quality. we must 
gTow annual cotton. It has been shown that 
it is eYen possible for the cotton industry to 
be put ont of cxistenc'3 altogether by tho 
gro,ying· of ratoon cotton. This being so, I 
tegt<'t the advent of this Bill. I belieYe that 
a rninoritv of the coiton-growers of Queens­
lancl-not' the majority of them-are 'asking 
fot permission to grow ratoon cotton. In my 
opinion, ratoon cotton will cost a good deal 
more to grow than annual cotton. An;~·body 
who knows 'ln,·thing at all about agticulture 
will k!w·.,· that a great deal more labour is 
required to produce ratoon coit.on than 
annual cotton, and I am going to end ea YOur 
to show ''by I say that. Take a piece of 
scrub land with a great number of stumps. 
The cotton-grower h~s to go along wit)_! a_hoc 
or a mattock or some ot-her cotton-planting 
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implement after the scrub is bunwd off 
and plant his cotton. On evet·y piec·e of 
Ecrnb ]and-I do not care where it is-weeds 
start to grow 'rith the first rain. The eo• ton­
!"rown has to keep that cotton clean by hand­
l'hipping. ~.\fter he has grown it, if he is a 
mixed farn1er or a dairy farmer-and, after 
all. the cotton industrv is c;-sentialh· a small 
man's industry-he turns his cattfo into it 
because it is U('ccs,.,arv to ren1ove the herbage 
that grows between 'the rows, and he must 
t·eap some beneftt from that piece of land. 
His stock trample the ground down so hard 
that it is almost impossible to get it free 
agai•. or cultivate it to any extent or make 
it a p1·ofitablP plot for cotton. 

Then we han• to consider the harvesting. 
The regnlationc provide that a man shall cut 
off his annual cotton \vithin 6 inches of the 
ground. Anybody y•ho knows anything about 
cottDn-growing knows that, \vhcn you ·do 
that. the next -c ear's cotton plant does not 
grow up straight like annual cotton, but 
'Preads out. and \Yhethcr it is harncted by 
day labour or by contract, the cotton-pickers 
have to go down almost on their hands to 
gather it. 

:\Ir. :UoRGA~: Yon have to do that with 
plant cotton. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I beg to differ from 
the hon. member. You have not to go down 
on your hands to harvest annual cotton, but 
many of the boils of ratoon cotton are lying 
on the ground. Annual cotton grows straight 
lljl. 

:\Ir. :\IoRGA~: You ar·c \nong. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member may 
Fay whR t he likPs; I know something ,'1bout 
,,·hat I am talking of. I can bring a report 
of the evidence of a man who appeare-d 
before the board appointed by the Arbitra­
tion Court to invccti~ate the cotton industry 
preparatory to considering· the claim of the 
Amtralian \Yorkcr•' Union. This man, who 
g-rew cotton before hon. members opposite 
were out of short troucers, stated that it was 
impossible, without going down on one's 
hands and knees, to harvest ratoon cotton. 

I han• seen as much cotton grown as the 
hon. member for i\Iurilla. The hon. gentle· 
rr1an has seen cotton gTo\ving on land that 
would not be fit to grow "stinking roger.'~ 
.'umual cotton grows straight up, and the 
~)ranches gn;nv aln1ost straight out, and ther2 
1:-; no neccss1ty for you to got on your hands 
and knees to pick that cotton. The only 
re~, :)n I c1n see wh:v the growers in Central 
Queensland ha,-e agit~tcd for permission to 
,grow rutoon cotton B b?causc they havt3 
largr areas there, and thev think it is tlw 
right thing to grO'\' from '50 acres to 1,000 
acre'' of cotton, and allow it to ratoon or 
allow what is known as stand-m·er cotto" 
to grow with. all it•; dead branches lying 
about .. That Is a Yer:" improvident way of 
producrng cotton. It a11pcars to nH~ to bo 
the lazy man's system. \Yhile th, Govern­
ment havr: given '"'ay to the cotton-groworg 
of C'~ntral Queensland, I am firmly of the 
opinion that they have done son1othing~l 
pointed this out during my speech on tho 
Cotton Industry Bill-that will be detri­
mental,_ and 1nay react in a few years on tho 
cotton mclustr~·. and probably cause it to go 
out of exrstcncc. \Vhat 'Ye have to consider 
is the market which W·e can supply in Great 
Dntam, and what the Britic.h spinners havG 
to consider is the procurin!' of the verv be 't 
material so as to maintain the quality of 

the fubri<' they arc manufacturing. The 
hon. member for Oxley pointed out to-day 
that prctctically none of those spimwrs advo­
cah' thP policv of ratoon ( otton. This coun­
try i,; a branch of the Brit ish Enmire, and 
it is our dut-y, as far as possii;le. to- preserve 
Vll indu~try for tho Ernpirc. \Vhrrt arc wo 
doing'? \Ye ar·2 pl'achc~Hy \Yorking into the 
l!'lJHh of a fpw spinners who vroduco shoddy 
art1C'1f''· and they s('nd out their stuff for 
colonial us£>, and r. k the Australian people 
to pay a Yt·r:v C'':orhitmJI price for very 
]JOOJ.' Dlat('rial ilwt is being LJl'Oduccd in the 
olfl C'OllEtl'~'· 

::\lr. Cr.A'l TOX: \Vhy clo \Ye not m ~nuhctura 
it here? 

:Hr. \r. COOPER: Decaus<e hon. members 
nppo~it· bt>long to a party ,,vho v'ould never 
pcrrrnt ns to bolTo·.r suflicient rnoncv for that 
pm'] lOo'<'. \Ye have snch a doplorabl' Oppo· 
:"ition that th0:--' prevent us fron1 borrowing 
Hfficicnt money. (Opposition dis. •cnt.) ·while 
tlw GoYPrnment have giv0n vvay to the 
cotton-g-ro". •.•rs of Queensland, I hope that 
what I predict "·ill never take place: but 
f am afraid that what the hon. member for 
Oxley has f:ticl will come only too true, and 
that within the next few years the spinners 
of Great Britain will say to Queensland, 
" You a rf~ producing an infcri or class of 
cotton. \Y c cannot maintain tho quality of 
the artic-le that wo ha•;c bPen producing fm· 
mn n~v vears, and \vo are not prepared to 
take ~Tour cotton." 

Mr. DEACON (C11nninglwm): .\fter hear­
ing the :l\finistcr and the hon. membor fo-r 

Oxley one would almost be forced 
[5 p.m.] to come to the CcJndnsion that 

thero does not appear to be any 
hope of ever establishing the cotton industry 
iP Quccmland, and thrrt we might as well 
allow it to die out. 

The SECRETARY ron AGHICULTURE: .You are 
trying to introduce politics into the question. 

Mr. DEACOJ\": My opinion is that t.hero 
IS not a great future before the cotton 
industry in Queen,Jancl. 

rrhc SEC'RE'l1ARY FOR AGRICUr:n;nE: You ar~ 
a pc 1"simist. 

Mr. DEACON: I am not a pco3imist, but 
I lilP to look facts in the face, .and, where 
you consider the difficulties of seasons and 
marketing, as outlined by the hon. membm· 
for Oxley, which confront the growers, it 
i;; impossible to sC'e any hope for the per­
wanent cstablishm<·nt of the industr'. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon. 
member for Oxl0y made an O[Jtimistic 
speech. 

::\1r. DEACO:'-J: The hon. gentleman might 
think it was optimictic. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:L'fURE: I simply 
si a to the fact. 

Mr. DEACON: The MinistN said that 
!here \\as no future for ratoon cotton, but 
!he cotton-growers themselves have said that 
tl•c-ro is no futuro for anything bd ratoon 
cotton. The growers know what it has cost 
to grow plant cotton, and, if they go on 
rwrsevcring with plant cotton alone. they 
\vill ne\ er make it pay. If the,- do not get 
ve-nnission to grow ra to on cotton. they n1ig ht 
just as ''ell get out of the indmtry. The 
l\Iinistcr and the hon. member for OxlcY are 
in agreement that only plant cotton ·rnu·t 
be grown to suit the market. As ti•no 
advances and mor" cotton is grown in the 
black-labour countries of India and Africa, 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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nothing but the highest qnality cotton must 
be grown, according to the opinion of tho ;e 
gentlemen, and to attain that high quality 
nothing but plant cotton must be cultivated. 
'l'he trouble in Qm'cnsland in regard to plant 
cotton is that the seasons will not allow the 
c-otton to be planted at regular seasons. It 
is necessary to plant the seed in spring, but 
it is a well-known fact that last year, owing 
to the season. very little was planted before 
Christmas. That occurs almost every second 
year. Those conditions would not be pro:it­
able to the growers, as the cotton planted at 
Christmas Vlould be of little use at all from 
a crop point of view. Then there are the 
labour conditions. \Ve as a Countr. party 
are not in favour of low wages. The cotton­
growers here have to compete with countries 
where labour is obtainable at a low rate and 
in unlimited numbers. It is absolutely hope­
loss for any white man to compete with those 
c0nditions. 'I'he hon. member for Oxiov 
pointed out that cotton in every black-labou·r 
country is going to increase in productio:1. 
The American farmer also has had the 
advantage of cheap labour. 

Mr. CARTER: It i, clearer than our,. 

Mr. DEACON: It was not ahnvs dearcr 
than ours. " 

Mr. CARTER: It i.s dcarer to-day. 

Mr. DEACON: It might be just as dear 
as 0urs to-day, but it cannot possibly be 
clearer, and it w~s not alwa;c ·, dear. :\'at­
withstanding the fact that the industry there 
had the advantage of m0rc rPgular seasons 
than in Queensland and a regular supply of 
certain labour, yet the crop from ono eau '8 

and another was nearly ruined, and flre 
cotton-grower had to give up the struggle 
of growing cotton at a cheap price. Th~ 
.._\Incrican cotton-gl'owcr now reali~es that 
the boll weevil was his salYation. He has 
taken up· mixed farming, with cotton-gru\V· 
ing only a.s a side-line. That is the way w0 
rnust regard the crop in Quocnsland--just as 
a side-line. 

\V e must get some aid from outside to 
establish tho industry in Queensland. We 
know now that our efforts are not being 
taken seriously by tl1o"o oYerscas. and that 
we arc not going to get much aid from out­
side. Up to the present what aid ,..e haYe 
rc-Deivcd from that source has not been Yery 
helpful. Those concerned did not take into 
account the difficulties with which the 
growers of Queensland are faced. They did 
not take into account the fact that the on!:· 
possibilit.y of success, as sho-,\·n by ;'¥lr. Daniel 
J ones and practical growers, was with 
r•toon cotton. Mr. Daniol Jones has lived 
the whole of his life growing cotton, and 
really knm' s more about Qaecnsland and 
the difficulties facing cotton-growers than 
any of the imported experts. These ,-isiting 
experts did not take our difficulties into 
account at all. They set out judging the 
country from their experience of other 
countries, and any advice they gaYe \\as 
not helpful; if anything, it sot the country 
further back. \Vo arc not going to got 
much of their money. We haYn not recei,·ed 
much help or advice from them and the 
present indications arc that \Y; aro not 
going to get much further help from them·. 
It seem,s to me that these people arc anxious 
to sell out, and, while 0n that point, I think 
the growers will be well adYised to act 
warily before taking over the ginnerios. 
They should not take this step until they 

[Mr. Deacon. 

arc quite sure that they can gro·,,, cotton 
a; desired bv the market; that ratoon 
cotton will find a ready market; and that 
they can get labour and grow in competi­
tion with other countries. Until they are 
confident on those points they should )pave 
the que~tion of buying ginneries and setting 
up expensive plants to other men who have 
more money to risk. Those other big men 
can bear the loss if there is going to be a 
Ios;,, and I think there will be a loss. 

J\Jr. DASH: That is good advice to the 
farmers. 

Mr. DEACON: The growers would be 
much better advised to let these ginneries 
r<'main with the banks for th" present. \Ve 
made a great mistake, or, if we did not. 
why are we going back on our action? All 
hon. members on this side of the Ho us!, 
whether they knew anything about cotton­
growing or noL were prepared to back the 
gro,vers--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: For poli­
tical purposes. 

Mr. DEACO)J: And they stated that 
gro\ving ratoon 'YJ.S the only hope. They 
did not act thus, as the Minister shtee, 
merely for political puq1oces, bec'luse some 
h' n. members on this side of the House sid.od 
with the GoYernment. \Ve were not unani­
rrlolt", but every hon. member who has any~ 
thing to do with the land, and who is a 
practical grower of other crops, was con­
vinced that the contention of the ratoon 
growers was correct. \V e could see that 
there was some hope in ratoon, but there 
was not much hope in annual cotton. \Ye 
wanted the Government to give these men 
a free hand to so!Ye their cliffieulties for 
themselves, and bring about their own 
s;,h·ation. That was the P1istake we made 
last year, and we arc rectifying it now. 
If we made a mistake last y(·rn· in not per­
mitting first-year ratoons, it >1ppears to me 
that in this Bill we are continuing the same 
mistake in not making provision for more 
than first-year ratoons. If vou can ratoon 
cotton one. year successfully, "you can ratoon 
it for more than one year. Mr. Daniel Jones 
and the growers are satisfid that with good 
cultivation ·vou can ratoon cotton successfullv 
for sm·eral "years. This Bill doe'• not make 
any allowance for that. 

:Mr. DASH: You are not sure whether they 
\\'ant ratoon or stand-over? 

Mr. DEACOJ'~: The hon. membPr who 
interrupts me i .. never quite sure of anything. 
H8 has not had the experience on the land 
that hon. members on this side have had. 

Mr. D.\SH: I am asking you for advice. 

J\Ir. DEACON: \Vhat the growers arc ask­
ing· for is the right to ratoon. They are 
making their positi0n quite clear that the: 
v. ant to be allowed to grow cotton for as 
long as they like so long as they can grow it 
successfully, and in this Bill we should give 
them all the:: ask for. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You are a Yerv dissatisfied 
crowd. " 

Mr. DEACO)J: I am not dissatisfied. I 
am on the side of the grmver every time. 
I think he should be cDnsiderecl first. From 
my experience of the man on the land I am 
quite suro that he knows best. 

JY1r. DASH: Are you a cotton-grower? 

Mr. DEACON: I think I have made it 
quite clear that I am not a cotton-grower 
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and that I have no faith in the future of 
'Cotton in Queensland; but I am backing up 
the opinions of the mei1 who do grow it. 
I consider that the growers ar in a position 
to know more about the actual growing of 
·cotton than anybody else. 

The hon. member for Oxlov and the Minis­
ter are i~ agreement in One respect, and 
they wore m agreement last y~ar on the same 
matter. Lrrst year they W·?re agreed that loa 
must coerce the grower. It did not matter 
whether he wanted to do it or not. he must 
lw made to grow what the Briti"sh cotton 
spinners wanted, and he must not ha V·e any 
libertY whatever. This vear thcv have boti1 
made it clear that th~y bolio~:e that the 
cotton-grower should b _ allowed a free hand. 
I congra tu] a to both hon. members on their 
change of .opinion. 

I cannot congratulate the Government on 
the Bill, but I do wish to com:-ratulate the 
grower on having been able to force the 
position in ordor to get what he wants. I 
also wish to add my congratulations to Mr. 
Daniel Jones on the great service he has 
done to Queensland in regard to cotton. In 
the Act passed last year heavy penalties were 
provided for br2ache, of the law. I do not 
wish to go into details, but I hope the 
:Minister will remember that he has left 
these things untouched. A grower can still 
be fined heavily for a mere trivial breach 
of the law. Last year, in spite of all these 
penalties, there were growers who refused 
io obey th,, law, and thE'y di·d what thev 
liked. It is impo•sible for any Government 
-to go all over the conntry and frighten fr cC 

lWoplo into doing something they do not 
want to do: As the Jl.finister said, you have 
to work w1th the growers. \V e should not 
introduce the clement of friction. " \York 
with the growers " is the best advice that 
I can give the Government and I hope they 
~'"ill follow it. ' 

Mr .. SWAYNE (Jfirani): There is a great 
need m Queensland for productive industries 
to help us to bear the very heavv financial 
burden. v.-hich_is in~pose_d _on. us. \Ve require 
.somethmfi which \~'Ill mimmise the unemploy­
ment \lhich prevalls at the present time, and 
any mdustry that tends to do awa,· with the 
difficulties in !hat ·direction is worthy of our 
]u on est a ttentwn. 

~,ye have been tol cl a great deal regarding 
tlus mdustry. I may say at once that I have 
never been directly conr;ectcd with th:- cotto'1 
Industry. but at tho same time I know some­
thing of tlw di~tricts "·her0 its chi •f home 
wrll be and have practical gener.Il know, 
ledge. Therefore it is a matter of great 
llltercst to me, and I can sneak about ;t 
as one who hfts some idea of -the difficulties 
<>nd possibilities in regard to it. IV c know 
what the sugar industry has done for the 
coastal area, of Qu?ensland, and we are told 
that the c?tton indl!sh_v can do jnst a" much 
for the b1g a Pas 111 the mncr \V est which 
ar_e _separated from the coastal lands bv the 
DIVIdmg Range as the sugar industrv has 
done for tho coastal areas in Queensland. 

The cotton industrv will have to depend on 
ihe world's markets: \Ve know that one of 
the chief drawbacks in connection with some 
of our agricultural industries is that they 
are dependent on the local market and cannot 
successfully compete in the world's market: 
but the growing of cotton will give relief 
m the direction I have indicated, as it is a 
•C,1mmodity \\hich the world wants. We 

understand that, if there is a dearth of one 
commodity more than another at the present 
time, it is cotton; therefore we have a great 
opportunity. Hon. members on this ~i.de 
hrn-e discussed the matter from that particu­
lar aspect, and in whatey"r we have said 
we have bt en actuated wholly and solely by 
a d<:sire for the welfare of the cotton industry. 

vVe had· an Act passed last session of a 
v,·rv drastic character in certain directions. 
\Vith our knowledge cf agricultural condi­
tions we on this side strongly objected to 
the passing of the meusure without further 
consideration being giye11 to tlw representa­
tions of g-rowers of ratoon cotton. In doing 
th::'t we were simply performing our duty. 
In justification of the attitude we then took, 
v;e have the present Bill introduced to undo 
the work of the Act which was passed against 
our wishes and in spite of our protests last 
session. The question now largelv hinges 
upon ratoon cotton. \Ye know that with 
our variable climate any plant from which 
we can g t more than one crop without 
having to resow and run the r'isk of non­
germination of the seed thr-ough dry weather 
and so on possesses very great advantagus 
over a crop which yon ha Ye to sow annually. 
That is the reason wh:.- >ve made the stand 
we did in regard to ratoon cotton. 

I give the :Minister all credit in rE>gard to 
his attitude in this matter in desiring to do 
the best for Queensland and the cotton induo· 
tr'i; but in reading tho history of what took 
place it seems to me that the hon. gentlem'ln 
wa~ rather stampeded into the action he took 
-that one crowd got Lold of him. and once 
they got hold of him he r ·fused to listen 
to any suggestions from the other side. When 
we look back upon what happened, it becomes 
apparent thu.t very strong argun1ents were 
arlvanc·d as to why the Minister should stay 
his hand, or at any rate give a little more 
consideration to the requests of the growers 
of ratoon cotton. Seeing the hon. gentleman 
hacl such strong testimony placed b?fore him 
as to the mistake he was making, he should 
have taken the advice which ho:>. members 
on this side offered him at the time . 

It seems to me that on this question o E 
ratooning there is room for a good deal of 
im-estigation. more particularly with refl'ard 
t.o the variety of cotton to grow. I have 
here an article in " The Cotton Farmer and 
Dainman." ' ritten b,- Professor S. C, 
Harlancl. on this point, m which this 
appears-

" In regard to upland plants grown 
in the tropics, it must be concluded that 
onlv under exceptional conditions wrll 
the· quality of the ratoon cotton be up 
to the standard required by the spmner 
from good grades of American cotton. 

" It must not be forgotten, howe\ e;·, 
that a great deoJ of ral'oon cotton IS 
grown in the tropics. particularlv in 
Brazil, anrl in the Grenadin"s of the 
\Y est Indies. Ra to on cotton has been 
grown for 100 years or mo!'e of such 
quality that it bring-s a better price than 
Upland. l\Iicroscopic examination of th 1 

second and third year plants 'hows that 
the quality of the stapl' is no worse, 
and indeed is often better than that pro­
duced in the first vear. It is clear 
then that the quality of ratoon cotton 
depends on the breed of cotton grown, 
and that bad quality is not a necessary 
corollary of ratooning." · 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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At the termination of the article he savs-
"A final reference ma·: be made to the 

entomological aspect ,;f the situation. 
Each tropical cotton-growing country will 
have to decide whether insect poets exist 
in it which prevent the growth of per­
ennial cotton. So far as the \V est In dies 

it is found that a certain type d JC' not 
realiw the highest· price, then the inferior 
type will be ch·opped, and the grower will 
concentrate on the type which is the most 
valuable; but it is a mistake to be governed 
in this matter by advisers whose knowledge· 
is solely acquired in other climates. 

is concern< d, leaf blister mite effectually 
prevents the ro iooning of Sea Island 
cotton, hut the perennial 1ypos aro 
immune to this pest. ?\either pink boll 
\.vonn nor cotton stainers tne to bo 
feared if the ncccs·~,ary clf'aning up is 
given to the fields at the end of the 
season." 

I under,jtand that our r.atoon cotton is cut 
do•vn and all old growth burnt level with 
the ground and then next season the new 
gro" th starts for the next crop. That 
article bears out what I sav-that 1he suc­
cess of ratooning or othenvlse is largely a 
question of variety. That is the common­
sense way of looking at it. It see1ns to me 
that ratooning is so peculior!y fitted for the 
('uccnsland climate, especially that of the 
Central Disil·ict, that it is up to us to decide 
what are Jhe best varieties, that is, the 
varictic' most likely to adapt themselves 
to our conditions. 

The cost of production is a great factor 
for consideration if we are to compete in 
the markets of the world, and, therefore, if 
we can successfully ratoon cotton and thus 
largely reduce the cost of production, we aro 
likely to be so much further advanced. 

I would also like to noint out that !".here 
is such a thing as plant breeding. It is quite 
possible that by Noss-propagation ar:d 
hybridisation we may produce a variety of 
cctton that will suit our conditions bett'r 
than any we ha V<' at present. \V e have 
ctrong evidence that ratoon cotton is pay­
able. "\Ye have been told that it ha.s realised 
as much as ld. and 2d. a lb. more than 
Amcri< :m middles. \Ve have also evidence 
1 o show that spinners have not been able to 
distinguish between ratoon cotton and an nu: l 
cotton. I do not ,,a0 that is always likely 
to be so, but it has happened. 

The Minister may trv to minimise the 
agitation on the part of the growers for pe-r­
nlission to grow ratoon co_ton, but, in vio1Y 
of the deputations which waited on him and 
the large mass meetings which have been 
held in various distrirts, he must realise the t 
the majority of the cotton-growers arc 
stTongly in favour of gro\•ving ratoon cotton. 
These men are just as anxious for th0 futuro 
welfare of the indnstrv as the ::Ylinister or 
any other man in this 'House. They are net 
fools. They would not so strongly urge the 
gro\ving of ra to on cotton unleH they \Yore 
satie<lied th:tt they had a good case, and that 
there 1vero possibilities of success in that 
duection. They can experiment f'O as to 
nscertain the best varieties of cotton, the 
sllne as has been accomplished in connecticn 
\Yith \Yool-growing in Australia. The vvoo1-
grow-ers were allo\Yed to "\\ork out their own 
Salvation, and nov\- see the successful ~tage 
ih<>y ha.-e reached in their industry. 'They 
have <evolved a type of sheep that now 
returns to them the higheo,t price in the 
wmld for wool. Australia stands alone in 
connection with the wool supvly of tl1e 
world. Xo other counJ-ry can compare with 
it. If the same thing is follrwecl in crolmec­
tion with cotton, WE' shall probably b3 ab'e 
to prodi1ce a plant ,·hich will enable us to 
c.btain the highest price for our cotton. If 

[Jir. S1cayne. 

\Ye ha.-e the same conditions operating in 
the sugar industry. Every year certain 
va,ricties of sugar~cano arc dropping out, 
and onlv those varidies •vhiclr return the 
best price to the grower arc rcta.iw;d and 
gro\vn. 

That is ,_-hat we have to do in the matter 
cf ratoon cotton. 'l'here is no doubt th,lt 
thcro is a great adYantage in growing ratoon 
cotton, and many handsome cheques haYG­
bcen rccei.-ed by gTowers for their crops. 
1lany of those ,cheques v,ould not have b en 
received if the growers had ha.d to depend 
on annual cotton. A case r·une under my 
notice when passing throug-h Rockhampton 
,_-here one grower received £400 from ratoon 
c!Jtton and £100 from his seed cotton. If he 
had dectroyecl his ratoon c0tJon, he "oulcl 
have only recei.-ed £100 from his crop. "\Ve 
l•aYe had Con1missions Yisiting and reporting 
upon the electorates of Dalby and :Murilla a& 
to their suitability for growing cotton. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




