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Questions.

THURSDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1624.

The SpeakErR (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)

_took the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

ALLEGED SERTIC QUTBREAK, LaDY CHELMSFORD

HospiTAL, BUNDABERG.
Mr. BARBER (Bundabery) asked the hon.

mmember for Port Curtis—

““ That having read the Bundaberg City
Council’s health officer’s (Dr. lhompson)
report, the statutory declaration by Mr.
Cormack, the certificate and report by
Dr. Carmeron, the statement by the nurses
in the Gladstone district (who were pre-
viously associated with the Lady Chelms-
ford nursing staff), will he make the
‘ amende honorable’ by publicly admit-
ting his error in this House. and by
apologising to the medical staff, mamon
and nursing staff, and the committee of
the Lady Chelmsford Hospital 27’

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis) replied—

“The statements to which the hon.
member vefers are not in accord with
those received by me, and, moreover, was
not the only evidence upon which I based
my statement.

“The hon. member himself stated that
there was a serious outbreak, which he
afterwards said was pncumonic influenza,
but on inquiry failed to inform this
House of the date of the said outbreak,
the name of the person who, suffering
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from such a highly-infectious disease, was
admitted into a maternity hospital, or
the name of the patient who in con-
sequence died.

“ There are irn Bundaberg six medical
practitioners, all of whom are or have
been honorary members of the medical
staff of that institution. If the Home
Secretary will instruct some officer from
his departmeut or Brisbane to obtain
a statement from each of these gentlemen,
and if they are all in accord that there
is no justification for anything I have
said, I will then, despite the evidence I
have from other sources, admit that I
have been misinformed; but failing such
unanimity amongst the medical officers
mentioned, I shall consider further
inquiry into the admmlstratlon of the
hospital necessary.’

AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR LOANS TO LOCAL
ATUTHORITIES.
Mr. KELSO (¥undah) asked the Trea-

surer-—

1. What amount is to be made avail-
able for the current financial year for
loans to local authorities?

“2. What are the names of the local
authorities thet participate in such loans,
and the amount to each local authority ?*’

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoe) replied—

‘1 beg to lay on the table of the House
a statement containing answers to the
questions.”

‘STATEMENT SHOWING THE AMOUNT AVAILABLE TFOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1924-25 FOR LOANS TO
LOCAL AUTHORITIES, THE NAMES OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES THAT PARTICIPATE IN SUCH LOANS,
AND THE AMOUNT FOR EACH LOCAL AUTHORITY.

£700,000 has been provided on the Loan Fstimates to meet anticipated applications during the
financial year 1924-25 on account of the available balances of Loans as follows :—

| Balangie .’ Oricinal Balance
Name of Local Original | | Available Name of Local i Origina Available
Authority. Amount - for the Authority. | Amount | for the
of Loan, | Year l of Loan. Year.,
1 1924-25, | 1924-25,
Cities. ! g £ Shires—continued. | £ <
-Cairns . 48,590 | 33,990 Herberton . i 600 600
Tpswich 20545 | 1,615 Hinchinbrook .. I 18,820 18,220
Mackay 42,000 : 14, 1000 Isis .. { 8,626 6,626
Maryborough 61,500 8 215 Johnstone .o 112,000 11,000
Rockhampton .. .. 1 309,054 ‘ 283,701 Kedron .. . oo 2,250 1,936
South Brisbane .. 5222 | 2241 Kingaroy .. l 9,150 8,822
Townsville . .. 5,110 | 3,739 Laidley . . | 2,000 141
Towns. | Landqborough .. ’ 450 150
Bowen . 14.000 | 14,000 Longreach ] 9,400 9,305
Charleville .. .. ] 7600 | 2600 Maroochy | Looo 4l
Coolangatia . 1100 | 841 Milmerran I 400 400
Pl .- 5 2500 ¢ 1.190 Miriam Vale 500 500
ety /A ’ i1 Moreton 1,100 860
Gladstone .| 16486 | 10,000 Morgon . 350 350
Goondiwindi .. ..| 20,700 | 8,034 it Sl 1 1800
Mount Morgan .. 7,100 [ 7,100 P;r‘;oa o e 5000 2'500
Hughenden .. .. 4,000 | 3,93¢ RN N1 % 500
Hamilton .. ..| 3000 | 250 : S &
Redeliffe 2000 | 567 Pioneer .. .. . ,500 108
‘Sandgate . i ‘,;’000 | 395 Stanthorpe .. 13,500 11,130
Toowong ..  ..| 2250 & 1,050 Stephens .. .. 500 50
Warwick .. ..| 18200 | 8721 forampa .. .. 538 0338
Yyindsor - $3040 650 Toombul .. 11| 391300 9,306
A | . .. 9, s
Wynnam .. 29,300 | 5,150 Widgee .. .. .. 850 350
Shires. ! Winton .. . . 6,250 3,541
Balmoral .. .. 6,350 3,435 ‘Woongarra .. .. 5,000 2 862
‘Balonne .. .. 4,200 | 3200 Woothakata .. .. ; 4,500 2,626
Barcaldine .. .. 9,852 | 9,420
Bauhinia .. .. 500 | 42 Harbour Boards
Beenleigh .. .. 400 400 Bowen .. .. 17165,435 41,403
Boulia .. .. .. 3,100 | 3,100 Cairns .. .. . 62,638 7,331
Bulloo .. .. .. 1,500 | 1,500 Gladstone .. .. , 6,000 67
Burrum . .. 22,900 | 19,468 Rockhampton .. 86,515 65,5653
Calliungal .. .. 3,000 3,000 Townsville 15,000 3,000
‘Chinchilla .o .. 150 | 44
‘Coorparoo e .. 1,900 ! 200 Miscellaneous.
Douglas .. .. 1,050 ! 1,050 Mareeba Water Author- - 800 100
Esk .. .. .. 3,201 | 1,602 ity
Eacham .. .e 31,675 ' 14,206 Metropolitan ‘Water | 187,885 119,635
“Flinders. . .. .. 2,250 2,250 Supply and Sewerage
‘Glengallan .. .s 1,500 4 525 Board
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" AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
Honx. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum),
notice, asked the Premier—

“ Will he give the House any indication
as to when we are likely to receive the
report of the Auditor-General 7"

The PREMIER (Hon. K. G. Thaodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“T cannot give a statement as to the
exact date on which it will be tabled,
but T understand it will be tabled shortly,
possibly within a week.”

without

CHARGES MADE BY MR. CCARTER IN RE DRISBANE
Sick CHILDREN’S JHOSPITAL.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong),
notice, asked the Home Secretary—

¢ Has the Home Secretary received any
information from the Committee of the
Brisbane Sick Children’s Hospital in
reply to the charges made by the hon.
member for Port Curtis, Mr. Carter ?”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan) replied—
“1 have been informed that the com-
mittee is preparing a reply.”

without

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
AppROPRIATION BiLL, No. 2.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) : 1 beg to move—

“That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as would otherwise prevent
the receiving of resolutions from Com-
mittees of Supply and Wavs and Means
on the same day on which they shall have
passed in those Committees; and the
passing of an App1op1mt1on Bill through
all its std"es in one day.

Question put and passed.

PROPOSED INQUIRY INTO ALLEGA-
TIONS I¥ RE “ GOLDEN CASKET”
ART UNIONS.

Mr. CLAYTON
move—
¢ That an urgent necessity cxists, in
the interests of the public and hm])ltals
and certain other public institutions, for
an immediate and searching inquiry into
the affairs of the Queensland Golden
Casket’” Art Unions, in view of recent
diselosures connected therewith made in
this House, and more p'utxcu]ally in view
of the fact that I have in my possession
definite and irrefutable proof (which I
will submit to the Flouse) showing an
apparent irregularity in regard to a prize
of £100 drawn by a Qu ensland rvesident
i No. 55 art union.

(Wide Bay): I beg to

I regret the mecessity for having to move
this motion, but, as we are sent here by the
public to look aft:r the public interest, T
think 1t is our duty to take advantage of the
position we occupy and ventilate anything
we consider to be in the intercsts of the
public of Queensland.

The ¢ Golden Casket” is known through-
out tue length and breadth of Australia, and
contributions are coming from all over Aus-
tralia, and it is in the interests of the public
to sce that its affairs are conducted in the
way that we would wish them to be con-
ducted. The “ Golden Casket” is a means

[Mr. Clayton.

[ASSEMBLY.]

¢ Golden Casket™ Art Union.

by which we arc financing our hospitals and
other charitable 1n<fxtut10n, and it is only
for that reason that manv people ave contri-
buting to it. I am not going to condemn the
idea ;llt()g‘(‘fh(’l—‘l% do some hon. members in
this Chamber—because 1 have frem time to
time taken tickets in the ‘ Golden Casket.””
(Laughter.)

Mr. CarteER: You are a bit sore because
you did not win.

Mr. CLAYTON: We must endeavour to
see that the peonie who are speculating in
the * Golden (lasket” get a fair run for their
money. The Government are controlling this
institution, because on every ticket you will
see that it has the sanction of the Queens-
land Government. The Government give
their sanction. and I understand that on every
occasion it has been drawn by a Minister of
the Crown.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN : That is wrong.

Mr. CLAYTON: Well,
occasion.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Wrong again.

Mr. CLAYTON: At anv rate, it has been
drawn on almost every occasion bv the hon.
gentleman who is now an Assistant Minister
of the Crown. I am sure that the hon. gentle-
men must welcome an inquiry such as I ask
for because of the manv ugly things that
are being said outside concerning the
“ Golden Casket” generally.

I want to deal with this question under
the following heads:—

1. The failure of responsible Ministers
to give satisfactory information to
the House in connection with com-
pleints made by the hon. member
for Wynnum and other members of
the Opposition;

2. The urgent need for an 1mm9d1ate
inquiry in the interests of our hospi-
tals and certain other public institu-
tions into the affairs of the Queens-
land ‘ Golden Casket” Art Unions;

3. Protection of the public;

4, Refusal to pay prize money to a
person holding a ticket the number
of which corresponded with the
official result slip.

I first want to deal with the failure of
Ministers to answer questions that were
asked in the speeches made by hon. members
on this side of the House when we were
discussing the Wstimates for the Home Secre-
tary’s Department. The refusal of the
Minister to give any information in this
regard has aroused a certain amount of
suspicion in the community. The hon. mem-
ber for Wynnum made certain accusations
concerning the “ Golden Casket” people, and
he quoted instance after instance where fair
play had not been extended to those who
held tickets. The hon. member said—

“1 am advised that there have been
irregularities, and that some men have
been dismissed consequent on irregularity
in the direction of altering the number
of prize- wmnmg tickets that have been
read out.”

The Minister did not correct that statement.
That was an admissicn that there had been
irregularities. Then the hon. member for
Wynnum also said—
“ They did not give prize money to
those who were entitled to it.”

on almost every
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That is another statement made, and we
know what has occurred recently in the
police court. The hon. member for Wynnum
must have known that something of an
irregular nature was going on, and the
Minister did not want to let the IHouse
know that he knew of it. There is some-
thing in that. On another occasion the
hon. member for Wynnum said—

‘“ A particular winner happened to be
present at the drawing and heard his
number called out, otherwise there would
have been no discovery.”

Membpers of this Housce should be disgusted
to think that such things as that could happen
in the ““ Golden Casket” office.

Hon. M. J. KmrwaN: That is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. CLAYTON : This statement was made,
and why did the hon. gentleman not deny
it at the time?

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: When was it made?

Mr. CLAYTON: In this House during
this session.

Hon. M. J. KiewaN: When?

Mr. CLAYTON: I cannot give the exact
date, but it was made in the House during
this session. The Home Secretary, in reply-
ing to the remarks of the hon. member for
Wynnum, said that there had been only a few
cases of irregularity. He said the mistakes
had occurred in putting down the numbers,
and apparently he is getting behind this
irregularity by asserting that it was a
printer’s error. That is a very convenient
term to use—that these irregularities are the
outcome of printer’s ervors. As a result
of these irregularitics many persons have
suffered. The disclosures in the police court
recently have shown that the irregularities
were not a printer’s error, but were the result
of direct action on the part of certain
persons to deprive persons who were rightly
entiticd  to  prizes ther had won.  The
Minister also said that he had been informed
by representatives of the ““ Golden Casket”
commuittee that there was no evidence that
the employees had bencfited. We know now
that they did benefit, and we do not know
what 1s likely to happen in the future. There-
fore an inquiry into the conduct of the
“ Golden Casket” is warranted. and I trust
will be granted by the Government who are
controlling this art union. When the hon.
member for Hast Toowoomba asked the hon.
gentleman whether he did not think it was
severe to sack men for carelessness, the
Minister said the men were sacked for gross
carclessness. That was the reason he gave
the House for the action of the committee
in sacking those men. I think there is need
for an immediate inquiry owing to the dis-
covery of fraudulent practices which have
been going on there for some time. It has
been said that they have been going on since
“ Golden Casket’” No. 8l. I am going to
prove that something of a nature which we
would not expect in a community like this
must have been going on previous to that
and as far back as ““ Golden Casket”’ No. 55,
which I will deal with later. We must
realise that, when we have an art union
conducted as the ‘“ Golden Caslset”” has been
conducted, there is cause for unrest in the
community. I can assure the Idouse that
throughout the length and breadth of Queens-
land there is unrest concerning the way in
which this matter has been conducted. The
average Australian likes a gamble, but he
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likes a fair run for his money, and, if he
is not being given a fair run for his money,
he 1s suspicious, and rightly so too. There
is good reason for arguing that an inquiry
should be held into thesc affairs.

Under the heading of protection to the
public, I contend that more supervision 1s
essential at the ¢ Golden Casket” office. It
is proved that that is necessary by the fact
that a new system is going to be adopted
in the near future. It is essential that we
should have more supervision than we have
at the present time in the interests of the
charitable institutions which are benefiting
by the ‘Golden Casket.” I contend that
we are not going to have the public investing
money in the way they are doing in_ the
 Golden Casket” unless effective supervision
is exercised as in other concerns of a similar
nature. We must protect the investors im
connection with the ‘“ Golden Casket” if we
are going to aliow it to be run with the
sanction of the Government.

I would like to quote what has been going
on in ihe past concerning these matters.
We know that in August, 1922, the then
manager, Mr. Lucas, left suddenly for Sydney
without the knowledge of the Home Depart-
ment. He did not resign—he simply left
without the knowledge of the department—
and the Seeretary for Mines, who was then
acting as Home Sccretary, gave no cxplana-
tion to the public in regard to the matter.
The department did not know his where-
abouts a short time after he had left Queens-
land.

The SecrErary FOR Mines: I gave a full
explanation.

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman did
not give a full explanation. Other reports
on the matter differed from the explanation
which the hon. gentleman made here, and I
think that at the time the hon. gentleman
was about as conversant with the ¢ Golden
Casket”” as the Tome Secretary was when
the hon. member for Wynnum asked his ques-
tion. The hon. gentleman was only acting
as Iome Secretary at the time, and I do
not think he knew very much of what was
going on at the time. I am sure that, if
the hon. gentleman had thought that any-
thing of a fraudulent nature was going on,
he would have been one of the first to stop
it. After Mr. Lucas’s departure from Queens-
land the Auditor-General’s report came out,
in which this statement appears—

‘¢ GorpeEN Casker’ Arrt UxIOX.

“ An amount of £265 12s. was stolen
during the year under review. Investi-
gations were made by detectives attached
to the Criminal Investigation Branch of
the DPolice Department, but no arrest
was made.”

I think that inquiry was needed at that time,
but there were no arrests or prosecutions
of any descriptions, and the matter was
allowed to ge by default. It is rather strange
that this should come out in the Auditor-
General’s report after what I have said about
the absence of the manager from the State.

An article appeared in the Brisbane
“ Telegraph”” on 23rd February, 1922
which I shall read to the House—

“THE ‘GOLDEN CASKET.
“ WINNERS’ CHEQUES WITHHELD.
“ Alleged Administrative Friction.

“ At the  Golden Casket’ head office
this morning a returned soldier pre-
sented the winning ticket of the second

Mr. Clayton.]



1264 Proposed Inquiry, Etc.,

prize in a Trecent casket. .He stated
that he was armed with authority to
accept delivery of the prize, but after a
slight delay he was informed that the
prize cculd not be handed over, as no
cheques were being drawn.

“ Further inquiries elicited the infor-
mation that, although the small prizes
were being paid in cash, the large prizes

which are paid by cheque—usually
signed by Mrs. Theodore and Mr.

Archer Lucas, the manager—were being
withheld.

“ Pressed for a reason for this extra-
ordinary state of affairs, Mr. Lucas

absolutely declined to discuss the situa-
tion.

“<Js it true,” asked a °Telegraph’
reporter, ¢ that there is friction between
certain  persons connected with the
administration of the Casket?’

¢ 1 must positively decline to discuss
the matter,” repeated Mr. Lucas.

¢ Further inquiries into the cause of
the apparent deadlock over the payment
of the larger Casket prizes, however,
elicited the information that those
whose names are generally prominent in
connection with the sweep have not for
some time at least been a happy family.

“ Allegations have been made of
attempts at undue interference in con-
nection with the office administration
and filling of vacancies, and other
administrative matters.”

There you have political interference oven
with the “ Golden Casket.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
not think you are going into ancient
history ?

Mr. CLAYTON: The article continues—
“ These are said to have become so
unbearable that a determined stand has
been taken at the Casket hcadquarters.
and, it is asserted, a plain report has
been furnished to the Minister, review-
ing the whole position. Relations have
become so strained that the deadlock
has occurred. Until the difficulty is over-
come—in other words, until the cheques
are signed—the winners are waliting for
their moncy.”

I would like to sec hon. members opposite
if a bookmaker on a racecourse did not pay
up when they were waiting for their mouey.
(Laughter.) There would be some trouble
then, and the ¢ Telegrapb” would have to
put up bigger headlines than it used about
the ‘“ Golden Casket.”” The article con-
cludes—

“Mr. M. J. Kirwan, M.L.A., when
informed of the position in regard to
the cheques, said: ‘It’s the first I've
heard of it!’ He declined to discuss
the situation.”

That has been the attitude all along. When
any hon. member has referred in this
House 1o the way in which the ¢ Golden
Casket ” is being run, Ministers have said
that that is the first they have heard of it.
or that they know very little about it. 7T
am inclined to think they do not want to
know much about it.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: Where did you get
those clippings from?

[Mr. Clayton.
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Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman has
got so many clippings that, if I had
“ pinched ” them out of his room, he would
not miss them. {(Laughter.) Let me read
now an article which appeared in the
“ Daily Mail” of 22nd August, 1922—

“ Discussing the ¢ Golden Casket’
vesterday, the Acting Home Secretary
(Mr. Jones) said that the manager (Mr.
A. Tucas) had presented a medical
certificate, in which, in view of the state
of his health, threc months' rest was
advised by the doctor. Mr. Lucas had
appiied for three months’ leave, but as
a meeting of the committec of the

‘Golden C(asket’ could not be called
in time he granted the manager
temporary leave of a week pending
consideration  of the application for
the three months’ ferm. Mr. Lucas

had not resumed duty at the end of his
week’s leave. However, it was known
that he was in Sydney, and talked of
taking an overseas trip to recover his
health. This led Mr. Jones to the belief
that he had decided to relinquish hi
position.

“¢1 wish to make it perfectly clear,’
said the Minister, ¢ that there is nothing
wrong with the funds at the Casket
office.  An audit disclosed that every-
thing was in order. Mr. Lucas, in fact.
tcld me he would wait till the comple-
tion of that audit.’”

Bus when the Auditor-General came along
to make the audit he saia that £265 had
been  stolen from the ““ Golden Casket”
funds. That is very peculiar, considering
the statement made by the Minister for
Mines. who was Acting Ilome Secretary
at the time.

Coming a little further on, we reach what
happened in the police court last Friday.

A report appearing in the Press under the
heading “ Numbers altered” states:—

“ It transpired that since January last,
Nolan and Lindsay had purchased large
quantities of tickets in the various cas-
kets, and always from the one depot.
High numbers were always asked for, and
numbers containing, if possible, the num-
bers one, six, and nine, these numbers
being the most easily altered. Either on
the wayv back to the office or at
the office after the drawing, the num-
bers were altered to correspond with
the numbers of ‘tickets held by
defendants. In all, they obtained 10
prizes. 'The first prize they manipulated
was a £40 one in No. 81; then followed
£100 in No. 82: £100 and £5 in No. 84:

£10 in No. 86: £20 in No. 87; £40
in No. 88; and £50 in No. 92.
“<The casket authorities said Mr.

Head, did not believe that it was pos-
sible to manipulate the figures in that
“,ay‘i bR
There vou have the statement that the
manipulation first occurred in connection
with a £40 prize in No. 81 ““ Golden Cas-
ket.”” Tf they have been clever enough to
maninulate the figures since then, probably
investigation will prove that prior to No. 81
“« olden Casket’” evervthing was mnot con-
ducted on straight lines. Inspector Head
said : —
«“The (asket Committee had since
paid in full to those who had suffered
through the manipulation of the figures.”
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I would now like to deal with the case that
has been brought under my notice. Although
Inspector Head states that these practices
Thave :talteu only since the No. 81 “Golden
Casket,” I am inclined to think, or I have
certain suspicion, that in the No. 55 * Gol-

den (asket” everything was not fair and
aboveboard.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Let us have all the
facts.

The Ilouve SecRErary: The hon. gentle-
man said he had certain proof in his posses-
slon.

Mr. CLAYTON: I received this letter on
23rd Septembor—
“ Dear AMr. Clayton,

“Enclesed I am sending you a ticket

and result slip of ¢ Golden Casket”
drawing. The ticket is in my daughter’s
name. &ou will 2o doubt )(muml)el the

occasion when this incident occurred, and
on account of recent actions, both inside
and out of the House, I thouvht it mlght
be advisable to send it on to you to make
what use you liked with 1. I read
where Mr. Kirwan stated in the House
that the Casket meople only paid prizes
on official result slips.”

Does the hon. gentleman stand up to that
statement now? The letter continues—

“ You might get him to see that the
ticket enclosed is paid—that is, if he
stands to his word—or else explain to
the public the reason why a result slip
is published and the prize number is not

paid.”
Hon. M. J. Kirwav: Why did ke not
come and ask for it like a man?
Mr. CLAYTON: I am asking for an in-

quiry into all these matters. T am not here
pleading for this one individual, but I am
pleading for the investing public of Queens-
land.
Mr., WeIr: Who signed that letter?
Mr. CLAYTON :
“ Quecnsland
Art Union.”

The ticket is headed—
Golden Casket XNo. 55

It has the imprint “Golden CaS(et Queens-
land Government guarantee. The number
of this ricket is 43953, and the number on
the official result sh]) is also 43953. This
person. when he obtained his paper in the
morning, perused the list of £100 prizes and
compared his ticket with those numbers, and
found that he had won a £100 prize. One
of the ‘ Golden Casket” agents in Mary-
berough was paying cash to the prize win-
ners. and this prize winner took his ticket
to the agent and compared it with the offi-
cial resvlt slip that had been received by
that agent, who found that the numbers cor-
responded, and the agent paid over the £100
to the prize winner. The agent then took
the ticket to the Commonwealth Bank in
Maryborough. Ile first stumped the ticket
and wrote across it in red ink-—
“ Winner of £100 prize as per
slip attached.”
That {icket was then forwarded to the Bris-
bane Jhead office for collection.
110.30 a. m]Af’rm it had arrived at Brisbane
a telegram was received by the
agent from the ‘‘ Golden Casket” office
informing him that a printer’s error had oc-
curred in the official result slip.
Mr. Fry: What?

1924—4 1

result
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Mr. CLAYTON: That a printer’s error
had occurred in the official result slip. The
agent was a friend of the person who drew
the prize, and was on friendly terms with
him. He met the man to whom he had
handed the prize and he returned the ticket
to him. On the ticket being returncd the
following endorsement appeared on the back
of it—

‘¢ Golden Casket’ office advise results
show printer’s error for this number.
.The ccrrect number should be 43593. The
holder of this ticket has been advised.”

Pavmont of the money was therefore refused

- ‘the “ Golden Casket ” office. The Assist-
ant Minister has declared that prizes were
paid on the official result slip. I have the
ticket and the official result slip here in my
pessession, and, as the numbers for £100
prize correspond, T want to see that this per-
con is not done out of this prize of £100.
The ticket and result slin show that the
owner of the ticket is entitled to that prize.

My, PorrLock : Are they putting you cn a
cut?

Mr. CLAYTON : I will whack it with you,
if they do. (Laughter.) When I moved this
motion, I said that I would produce irre-
futable proof that this person was entitled
to this prize money. I trust that now that
the matter has been ventilated the authori-
ties will see that this prize money is paid.
I do rot intend to specak any longer just
now, as I understand that I have a rlght to
reply. I will conclude with the demand that
an official inquirv should be made into the
affairs of the “ Golden Casket.”

Orrositiox MEvBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAN (MHurilla): 1 desire to
sncond this motion moved by the hon. member
for Wide Bay. T certainly think he has
shown that he possesses sufficient proof to
justify a public inquiry being held into the
man agement generally of the “ Golden Cas-
ket.” Not only hae he furnished sufficient
proof. but we know from what has happened
in the past that things have not been con-
ducted in the ‘ Golden Casket” office as
cleanly as they ought to be.

The SrcreTsary ToR PUsric Laxps: That is
a wrong statement to make. I can make the
wame statement about vour private affairs.
You have no evidence to support that state-
ment.

Mr. MORGAN:
police court.

The SECRETARY FOR PupLic Laxps: It has
not, Do vou mean to say that the position of
a hark is had because some of its officers
have been senterced for embezzlement?

It has been proved in the

3r. Wrir: They are only cock-and-bult
varns.
Mr. MORGAN: The recent prosecutions

in the police court show that the system of
management was so lax that two men were
capable of conspiring together to divert
prizes from going to the rightful persons.

The SECRETARY FOR PLBLTC Lixns: Do yecu
know how many officials of banks in Queens-
land were prosecuted last vear for embezzle-
ment?

Ar. Fry: Wh
these people?

Mr., Weir: Who is speaking?

Mr. Fry: Why is the Government sticking
up for them?

Ministers defend

v do the

Mr. Morgan.}
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Mr. MORGAN : I ought to be allowed to
make my speech in my own way, and I do
r:ot think I should be subjected to this inter-
ruption by the Secretary for Public Lands.
If he wants to defend the ¢ Golden Casket,”
Iie will have an opportunity of doing so at
a later stage.

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: It is
pure party criticism.

Mr. MORGAN: We must all admit that
the ““ Golden Casket’” cannot be too cleanly
conducted. It should be above suspicion,
and people who put their money into it
should have the knowledge that everyone
who invests in a ticket will have an equal
chance of winning. It has been proved that
is not so. To my mind it has been convine-
irgly proved. The Minister cannot deny
the fact that the numbers of tickets have been
altered by two men who were prosecuted last
weck. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
has suffered.

Mr. MORGAN : These men adopted a very
clever system of fraud. and succecded for
some time in defrauding people who put
their money into the  Golden Casket.”

No one

The SecrETaRY FOR Pusric Lanps: The
people got their prizes.
Mr. MORGAN: A number got their

prizes when they discovered they were entitled
to them, but there may have been hundreds
of cases in which people drew £5, £10, £20,
or £50. and who, when looking over the
result slip, did not discover their numbers
amongst the prize winners and they knew
nothing at all about the fact that they had
won prizes.

The Hoyme SeECrRETARY: That makes no
difference. They gect the money just the
same. : :

The SECRETARY FoR Pusric Laxps: The

same thing has happened with banks.

Mr. MORGAN : There is no reason why we
should continue a svstem of fraud after it
has bezen proved to exist. Mention was made
by the hon. member for Wide Bay in con-
nection with the late manager of the « Golden
Casket,”” Mr. Lucas., how he disappeared, and
how he defrauded the ¢ Golden Casket.”

ITon. M. J. Kirwaxn: No. Don’t make
statements like that.

Mr. MORGAN: What happened?

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: What did happen?

Mr. MORGAYN : We know that the whole
thing was hushed up.

Iion. M. J. KIRwAN:
un.

Mr. MORGAN: Evervbody in the street
krnows that the matter was hushed up.

The SpereTArY FOR Pusnie Laxps: That is
a deliberate lie.

Mr. MORGAN: Tt was well known for
some time kv the man in the street that that

person eot awav with a lot of money from
the * Golden Casket.”
Hon. M, J.
vou krow it.
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS:
a deliberate lie.

It was not hushed

KirwaN: That is not true, and

That is

HHon. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Mr.
Speaker, T rise to a pomt of order. Is the

Secrotary for Public Lands in order in stating

[Mr. Morgan.
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member for Murilla has told

lie?

that the hon.
a deliberate

The SecreTaRy For PPusLic Lanps: 1 say
that he stated a deliberate lie.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. gentle-
man knows that his stat ment is not in order,
and I ask him to withdraw the remark.

The  Secrerary ror Pupric Laxvs: In
defcresce  to  parliamentary procedure, I
withdraw,

AMr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 do not want
to get excited in talking to the hon. gentle-
man. I want to remain as cool as I can. T
intend to make my speech in my own way.
When I am out of order I expect the Speaker

to call me to order, and not the Sccretary
for Public Lands.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLIc LaxDS: In spite
of the humiliation of having to withdraw, ¥
will always say that if you continue the
offsnce.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mre. MORGAN : Yes, and the hon. gentle-
man will have to withdraw his words.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. MORGAN: There seems to be an
organised attempt on the part ¢f hon. mem-
hers of the Government to try and hush this
matter up. Evidently they do not want it
to be made pubxlc An endeavour was made,
befare this motion came before the House, to
try and prevent the matter being ventilated.
I am pleased to know that the hon. member
who brought the matter forward refused
absolutely to listen to any arguments ad-
vanced to him for the purposs of hushing
the matter up.

Government interjections.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN : I think the hon. member
for Wide Bay performed a public duty when
he refused to give that ticket even to the
Press until the matter was first of all debated
in this Houv‘ The hon. member has shown
that thme has been gross carelessness on tlr‘(‘
[ 1t of those managing the ¢ Golden Casket.”

I shall endeavour to prove that there has
heen gross carelessnesy in regard to this
ticket.

Generally the sestem is— and I know a little
bit about it—that when a manuscript is sent
to the printer 1o be printed, the proof rcader
in the printing office reads the printed docu-
ment and another person checks that reading

with the manuscript, reading onc to the
cther. Tt is almost 1mpoS'1b e for a mistake
to occur under that system of checking.

Supposing a mistake should cccur and that
it cscaped the proof reader, when the official
slip is sent to the manager he should com-
pare that with the manuscript sent to the
printers. There should be a double com-
pavison. The matter should not be entrusted
only to the printer, thus enabling the manager
to say cvontilally that a printer’s error
occurresl. It is the duty of the manager to
see that, before the official decument leaves
his office, it is compared wnth the manu-
script document which is in his charge
The manuscript containing the numbers
should not have been allowed out of the
possession of the manager so that it
could not have been altered or muti-
lated in any war. It was stated in
the casc that was brought before the police
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court that two employess took the manu-
script containing the winning numbers from
the place where “the official drawing was held
to the office of the *“ Golden Casket,” and
thit during the journey thc numbers were
evidently altered. Does not that show that
gross carelssiness has occurred, and that too

much reliance 1is placed on the em-
plovees—and  employees who were not
very highly paid? Immediately the draw-

ing took place and the numbers on
the manuscript are compared with the num-
bers on the marbles drawn, that manuscript
should be placed in the possession of a man
holding a more responsible position than
that of an ¢rdinary clerk. It was proved that,
although one of the men connected with the
misappropriation had been scntenced pre-
viously for some offence, he was holding an
important position, \\hlch shows that there
had been carclessness in the selection of
the men (\mp]oyed in the office. The
¢ Golden ('asket” should be above reproach,
and no person should be engaged in a respon-
sible position in that office unless his
character is well known.

The HoME SkcrETARY: His character was
well known. Do you say that because he had
served a sentence he should not be employed
again?

Mr. MORGAN: Men who have served a
sentence fer embezzlement and such offences
should not be employed in positions which
carry responsibility. I am not going to say
that these men were not entitled to WOIk and
that they will not be entitled to work after
they have scrved their present scntences;
but they should obtain work where the respon-
slblhtv is not great and where they will not
have an opportunity of misappropriating
money for their own purposes. Although the
“ (olden Casket” has only been running for
a short number of years this is not the first
occasion on which money has been misap-
mopua‘red by employees of the * Golden

Casket.” 1 would like the Minister, when
he replizs, 10 go fully into what happene'l
with respect to Mr. Lucas.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: What happened?
Mr. MORGAN : The whole point is this

Hon. M. J. KrwaN:
You would say anything.

Mr. \IORG AN: We want to know. The
whole thing was obscured, just as the Minister
endeavoured to smooth the present matter
over. When the matter was raised in the
ITouze by the hon. member for Wynnum, the
Minizster tried to hlde v»h;xt actually had
occurred, and it was only because of the per-

You do not know.

severance of th> hon. member for Wynnum
that cventually we discovered what really
bad bspponed. We do not know even vet

the full amount that has heen misappropriated
Ly officials  connected  with the *“ Golden
Caskst” art union.

ITon. M. J. KIRwaN:
on the Auditor-General.

Mr. MORGAN: Tt is not. Why did not
the Auditor-General discover the mistakes,
if it is his duty to do se? Tt is ridiculous to
sav it is a refleetion on the Auditor-General.
When it was discover>d that Xr. Lucas had
left Queensland and that a certaln #mount of
. money was missing——

The BECRETARY FOR PunLic LANDS:
wrong.

Mr. MORGAXN: It was commonly stated in
the strects that Mr. Lucas had a system by

That is a reflection

That is
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which he misappropriated to his own use
prize money which had not been claimed
for a certain period.

IHon. M. J. KigwaN: Ah!

Mr. MORGAN: It 1S all very well for the
Minister to say, “Ah?

Hon. M. J. Krrwax: It is another reflec-
tion on the Auditor-General. If you make
those statements you should prove them.

Mr. MORGAN: It is quite possible that
a number of tickets may be torn up. People
who buy tickets put them in their pockets
and do not trouble much about them, and it
may be possible that a great pumber of
tickets which are lost may have gained a
small prize. I am not saying that it is goingy:
to be possible to draw a firs t, second, or thnd
prizs, or =ven a £100 prize, without "the prize
being claimed; but it is quite possible that
a grcat number of missing tickets may have
drawn a £20 or a £30 prize, as the case
may be.

The HO\IE SECRETARY :
be paid.

Mr. MORGAN: I will admit that there
has been a big improvement of late, but it
has been gencrally stated in the street by
those who are supposed to know that one of
the ways My, Lucas had of obtaining
money from the “ Golden Casket” funds was-
that, when tickets for unclaimed prizes did:
not rome in until after a certain time, he was
able to retain the money. Does the Minister
refute that?

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: I say deliberately
that there is no foundation for your state-
ment.

Mr. MORGAN : I wish to refer to a certain:
question which was vecently asked by the-
hon. member for Wynnum.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member-
is not in order in quoting from * Hansard”
of this session.

Mr. MORGAN: In replying to a gquestion
which the hon. member for Wynnum recently
asked, the Home Sccretary stated that the
officers who had been dismissed were dis-
missed for carelessness in connection with
the ““ Golden Casket” office management and
work ; vet we find that only in this morning’s
“ Votes and Proceedings,” in reply to a ques-
tion asked by the hon. member for Wynnum,
the Minister states that no one up to the
present time has been dismissed for careless-
nes+. The two replies given do not correspond:
with cach other. The Minister, when he
was speaking in connection with this par-
ticular matter, led the Ilouse to belicve that
scveral officers were dismissed for carsless-
ness, and now in reply to a question asked
vosterdav  he tells us that no on» has been
dismisied from the * Golden Casket” office
for carclessness.  What is the idea in trying
to hide this matter? The Minister should

relzome the fact that people who are not
1-<r0(>i\'ing th» money to which they are entitled
are coming forward, and he should endeavour
to help those ponplo to clear up anything
that is not correct and proper. Ile should
not get annoyved when hen. members on this
side rajs: the 1m7)<\1tal‘t question that every-
thing is not as clean as it vhould be 1n
rospect of the “ Golden Casket” drawings.
I am not goirg to say that the Assistant

Ministor who has boen attending those draw-
ings for some considerable time is in any
way 1ﬂaponq;ble So far as he can sce every-
thing is clean and aboveboard, but the people-

Mr, Margon.]

All that money will
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who are connected with it have evidently
been able to institute a system cleverly
thought out and successfully worked, by
which they have been able to get the money
of people who are entitled to prizes in the
‘“ Golden Casket.”

Hon. M. J. Kirwsx: Did you ever hear
of a bank bzing taken down?

M:. MORGAN: I have heard of a great
many institutions being taken down.

The SrcrerArY FOorR Pusnic Lanps: I have
heard of the hon. member for Murilla being
taken down.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, and the hon. gentle-
man himself has been taken down; but this
is different altogether from a bank or any
other institution. It is something which the
people must believe to be above suspicion.
‘The system should be so thoroughly effective
‘that it would be impossible for any individual
to rob the * Golden Casket” of a shilling.
This is the point I want to make: that we are
out to try to improve the position. Some hon.
members may want to abolish the ‘“ Golden
Casket’” altogether, but I am not one of
them.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Don’t say that after
your speech this morning.

Mr. MORGAN: I am out to try to create
wconfidence in it. The -hon. gentleman is
evidently out to hide the dishonest practices
that are occurring in connection with it.
He does not want to see matters ventilated.
He wants to keep people in the dark.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Untrue.

Mr. MORGAN: We are out to give them
the information they are desirous of having.
We are out—owing to the fact that we can
prove that certain systems have been at
work for defrauding people out of their
money—to get the Minister to institute an
inquiry, not only into the drawing of the
“ Golden Casket,” but also into the way in
-which the numbers are put down and circu-
lated to the people who subscribe. We are
out to purify it, to try to make it better
than it is, and to endeavour to do away with
the loopholes through which people who sub-
seribe can be robbed. So long as we are
allowed to send our money to © Tattersall’s,”
in Tasmania, and so long as art unions are
permitted in other States, then I believe—
and I speak for myself—that it would be
wrong to do away with the *“ Golden Casket”
sltogether. We wish to give assistance to
hospitals and charitable institutions. I have
not taken many tickets in it—I do not know
whether I have been interested in three
tickets in my life—but the point I want to
make is that, so long as art unions are in
vogue in different parts of Australia to
which people send their money oui of
Queensiand, we are justified in conducting
the ¢ Golden Casket” for the benefit of
those institutions which are in need of money.
But we are also justified in seeing that it is
s¢ conducted that no robberies can occur,
that funds cannot be misappropriated, and
it has been proved—and the Minister cannot
deny it—in connection with an irstitution
which has been in vogue for only a few
vears a considerable amount of money has
been stolen.

Hon. M. J. Kmwax: What do you mean
by ‘“a considerable amount’?

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman will
be able to tell us. The fact is that two men

{Mr. Morgan.
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are already in gaol, and we do not know
how many others should be in gaol. (Oppo-
sition laughter.) That is the whole point at
issue. We know that two are already in
gaol, and possibly others should be in gaol.
I# this debate is going to clean matters up,
and bring in a different system for

benefit of those people who subscribe, so
that everybody whose number goes into the
box has the same chance of winning, it
will have done some good. It cannot be
denied that there is something very much
wrong in coanection with the ticket which
the hon. member for Wide Bay possesses.

Mr. PoLLock: What is wrong?

Mr. MORGAN : A person with a ticket is
informed by the official slip that he is
entitled to a prize of £100. It is paid over,
and eventually he is asked to refund the
money, and the only excuse that is given is
that a printer’s crror occurred.

Mr. FarrerL: The £100 was paid to the
real winner,

Mr. MORGAN: According to the official
slip issued by the “ Golden Casket” manage-
ment, the real winner has not obtained his
£100. He did obtain it, but refunded it.
The point I make is that, if an official slip
iz sent out with a wrong number on it the
managoement is not as it should be. To say
the least of it, it shows gross carelessness. 1t
is all very well to say that a printer’s error
occurred. I admit that is possible for that
to ocecur, but no official slip should be allowed
to leave the office until the manager himself
has gone over the list with some other
responsible official and seen that the
numbers on it correspond with the manusecript
document. ’

OpposiTiON MEeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MORGAN : It shows that the manage-
ment is not even up-to-date. It shows that
gross carclessness occurs. I am not blaming
a clerk or an individual; I blame the manage-
ment generally, because no official slip
should go out of the office until it is abso-
lutely proved that the numbers are correct
and that a printer’s error has not occurred.
We know very well that many things are
attributed to a printer’s error. We know
that sometimes members of Parliament find
after they have delivered a speech that a
mistake has been made, and they attribute
it to a printer’s error. Printer’s errors may
occur in a member’s speech and in many
other things, but I fail to see why there
should be printer’s errors under a properly
conducted system in connection with the
“ Golden Casket,” more especially in con-
nection with the official result slip. The drawer
of the ticket in question is entitled to a
prize of £100, because the number on his
ticket corresponded with the number on the
official result slip, No one can deny that
he 15 entitled to £100, and should get £100.
I am not concarned so much about whether he
gets the £100 or not, but what I am con-
cerned about is, as has been proved by the
hon. member for Wide Bay, that gross care-
lessness has occurred in issuing the official
result slip, and owing to which carelessness
this person has been deprived of £100. The
time is now ripe for a public inquiry to be
held into the general conduct of the * Golden
Casket” Art Union.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Since the hon.
member for Wide Bay gave notice of his
motion yesterday I have taken the trouble
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to look up the Maryborough ““ Alert* of 20th
Qctober, 1922, which published the happening
at the time it occurred. The hon. gentleman
has moved—

“That an urgent necessity exists, in
the interests of the public and hospitals,
and certain other public institutions, for
an immediate and searching inquiry into
the affairs of the Quecensland ‘ Golden
Casket’ Art Union.”

[ do rot want to impute improper motives
to anybody, but my opinion is that this
motion has not been moved ‘“in the interests
of the hospitals,” and it has not been moved
“in the interests of the public,” because,
if hon. members know anything about the
“ Golden Casket” they know that the Go-
vernment get nothing out of it, and the com-
mittee get nothing out of it, except that the
manager receives his salary, and the employees
receive their salaries—and I hope they carn
them—and there is nothing to be gained
from the ¢ Golden Casket” by anybody
excepting the hospitals. HHow can it be “in
the interests of the hospitals’ to move a
motion which can only have, as its object,
the discrediting of the ¢ Golden Casket,”
the withdrawal of subscriptions from the
“ Golden Casket,” and consequently a loss to
the hospitals of the money that they would
otherwise get?

An OpposiTion MEMBER : That is a very poor
argument.

Alr. POLLOCK:
interests of the hospitals

Mr. Vowres: The mones should be given
direct.

Mr. POLLOCK : Nobody has anything to
gain by having the * Golden Casket”
unfairly conducted. The worst that has
happened is that two employees devised a
scheme, unknown to the committee, whereby
they defrauded the committee of a certain
sum of money, for which they were punished
by being sentenced the other day. No benefit
can be obtained from having a dishonestly
conducted “ Golden Casket.” If the hon.
member for Wide Bay had taken the right
course, he would long ago have taken the
matter to the committee and heard their
explanation first, and, if he had done that,
he would not have brought the matter up
in this House.

Mr. Crayrox: The owner took the ticket
there, but he was refused payment.

How can it be ““in the

g

Mr, POLLOCK: If the owner took the
ticket there, he knew very well what
happened.

Mr. Cravron: He was refused the money.

111 a.m.}

Mr. POLLOCK : The hon. member knew
that there was no dishonestr in this matter.
Nothing can be gained by the motion except
an endeavour to withdraw support from
the “ Golden Casket.”” The man who has
that as his object is no friend of the hespitals
of Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Ilcar, hear!

Mr. POLLOCK: 1 cannot see any reason
for dishonesty among the officials of the
Y Golden (Yasket,” or how anyone could
gain by such practices excepting the dis-
honest employe.. The Government, the com-
mittee, and the manager could not gain
anything. The employvees who practised the
doception were discovered and have been
punished. The committee obviously on tha
discovery of tha dishonesty took some steps

[2 OcToBER.]
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to devise a scheme to avoid the recurrence
of similar dishonesty in the future. No one
knows better than hon. members opposite
that the committee would do that straight
away. What ohject would the committee
have in not doing so? What object would
the manager have? If he were proved dis-
honsst or of countenancing dishonesty he
would lose his job. What object would the
Government have? If the hon. member for
Wide Bay thought this matter over for two
minutes, he would see that no object would
be gained in coming into the House with
this motion. The Maryborough ¢ Alert” of
20th October, 1922, had this to say on the
matter—

“ A syndicate of voung ladies at Fin-
ney’s took a ticket in the ¢ Golden Cas-
ket According to the local daily and,
the Brisbane evening Press——"’

I want hon. members to note that—
“ their ticket (No. 43593) drew a £100
cash prize, and they were naturally as

excited as a cagefull of frightened
finches.  Well—you know—you never
know. When the official results came

through the lucky number was found to
be 43853.”
That Is merely a transposition of numbers.
OrpposiTiION MeMBERS: That is wrong.

Mr. Norr: You have struck a mare’s nest
this time.

Mr. POLLOCK: Hon. members wanted
the information, and I have given it to them.
The article proceeds—

““s0 the syndicate got what Harry Lauder
put in the collection-box. Then they
wer: as sad and subdued as a cage-full of
sick blueys. And no wonder! They
could be excused if they joined the
Society for Getting D— Wild. They had
just settled down to the gloom stuff when
they. received a notification from the
¢ Golden Casket’ office to the effect that.
a typographieal error had occurred in the
offictal result slips. and their number
43593 was the lucky number after all.
The lucky syndicate immediately handed
over their ticket to Jim Balkin (the agent
who sold it to them) for collection. In
the meantime Bill Abraham, who sold
ticket No. 43953 (appearing on the offi-
cial slip as the winning number) had paid
out £100 to the holder. our old friend
Charley Harris. who, however, imme-
diately handed it back when the mistake
was pointed out to him. It goes to
prove that it doesn’t do to holler until
vou're a long way out of the wood.”

Mr. Abraham who sold this ticket and paid
out the money has an advertisement in the
same paper to this effect—

“Bill Abraham, the < Golden (lasket”
King. Winners can draw prizes over the
counter immediately after the drawing.”

Mr. Morcax: Ts that true?

r. POLLOCK: Of course it is true,
beeause the < Alert” definitely points out that
Mr. Abraham psid out the money to the
man who preduced the ticket with the num-
Lers corresponding to those on the result
slip. The ¢ Golden Casket” people took the
first opportunity to point out that a typo-
eraphical error had occurred in the resulf
slip. and it is quite natural that such an
an crror could occur. These facts contradict
{he statement or suggestion that there was

Mr. Pollock.]
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any fraud in connection with this ticket,
first, because the crowd of young ladies in
Finney’s who thought they drew the lucky
prize could not be connectrd with any crooked
scheme to get £100 out of the “ Goldea
Casket.” No hon. member will say that they
wor On the other hand. the man who
thought he had drawn the prize and who was
paid th> money handed it back straight
awary. What harm was done there? The
¢ Golden Casket” commiftee made the satis-
factory explanation that a typographical
crror had occurred. Are hon. members nct
prepared to accept that explanation? What
ohizet could the *“ Golden Casket” commit-
tee have in telling these young ladies that
they were not the winners, or in trying to do
the man out of the prize? What cbject could
the committee have in paring ths £100 to
the wrong person? The persons who actually
got the prize were a crowd of girls working
at Finney, Isles, in Marrborough. If there
was anything crooked, they would have had
to be in league with somebody in the *“ Golden
Casket” office. It is absurd on the face of
it. Probably they never knew or heard ol
anybody in the “ Golden Casket’ office, so
that hon. members opposite have struck a

“dud” on this occasion.
To me the whol~ thing appears to be
lamentable. I could quite understand the

hon. member for Wynnum moving a motion
of thix kind. That hon. member is against
the “ Golden Casket.” I could quite under-
stand the hon. gentleman doing anything in
order to try to relieve Queensland of the
“ Golden Casket.” (Laughter.) I would con-
sider such action consistent on his part. 1
cannot understand the hon. member for Wide
Bay and the hon. member for Murilla bring-
ing this matter forward, admitting that they
take tickets in the “ Golden Casket,” and
using the paltry and futile ewcuse that they
are endeavouring to purify the running of the
“ Golden Casket.”” (Government laughter.)
No one knows better than those hon. mem-
bers that the © Golden Casket” is run fairly,
and, if anything wrong happens, it is due to
dishonesty on the part of employees. The
““ Golden Casket” committee and evers hon.
member in this House who has seen the
* Golden Casket” drawn were previously of
the opinion that it was fool-proof. I thought
1t was.

Mr. Vowres: Did you
numbers put into the barrels?

Mr. POLLOCK :
taken out.

Mr. Vowrrs: Were they counted?

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes. No matter how
ingenious a man may be, he could devise no
scheme  that would make the drawing
crooked. The only possibility of crooked
<d~aling was the way in which it did occur.
The coramittee, for their own reputation and
for the sake of the hospitals on behalf of
which the * Golden Casket” is run, have no
doubt erc this taken the necessary steps to
ensure that these things shall not occur
again,  After all, banks and every business
man have to trust somebody. As a case in
point, the hon. member for Wynnum has to
trust somcbody with his business and cash
while he is in this House. Probably the
Thon. member for Wide Bay has somebody in
a position of trust, and, even if it were his
brother, it does not signify that a brother
might. not do something similar to what has
wccurred here. I assure hon. members there

[Myr. Pollock.

cver see the

Yes, and I have seen them
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is nothing personal in that; it is merely an
illustration of how people running a business
or any concern at all have to trust somebody
at some time or other, The Assistant Home
Secretary could not run down to the printing
office with the official result slip. The hon.
centleman has to trust somebody to take it
down, and I suppose those concirned chose
the persons whom they thought most trusi-
worthy. Those persons failed them. A mis-
take was made, and -some of the public were
temporarily done out of their money.

Mr. Cravroy: One of thoss men had a
previous conviction.

Mr. POLLOCK: Did the hon. member
never trust anybedy who had had a pre-
vious conviction? Would members of the
Opposition like to say that mnobody they
had trusted had had some previous criminal

record ? Tots of people have trusted
persons who had criminal records which
they did not know of at the time. I am

not aware whether these men had or had
not a criminal record.

Mr. Moreay: Do you think an official
slip should be issued without the manz.er
himself checking the numbers?

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not doubt that. as
an error occurred in this case, no official
slip has gone out since without bheing
checked.

Mr. Moraay: Since?

Mr. POLLOCK: You can only profit Ly
error: made as you go along. Will any
member in this House say that he did not
make mistakes when he first came here—and
made them with the very best of intentions
—and that he had to correct them as he
went along? We have all been in that
position. No one should attempt to dis-
credit the Golden Casket” because of
mistakes made. This motion can have no
other object. In my opinion, it is a miser-
able attempt, under cover of candid friend-
ship, to discredit the “ Golden Casket,” and
consequently make the hospitals of Queens-
land and the sick people of Queensland the
sufferers by it.

Mr. Ketso: Why not have an inquiry by
2 commission consisting of members on both
sides of the House?

The Howe Secrerary: You can go down
to the office at any time you like and
inquire.

My, POLLOCK: I have heard all the
debates in this House; I have listened to
every debate on this matter; I have heard
all ‘the questions asked and the answers
given; and I am a subscriber to the
“ Golden Clasket.”” In common with every-
one else, 1 take a ticket occasionally, and
1 am not going to ask any questions, I am
satisfied on the face of it that the committes
do their very best to keep the thing clean,
and T am satisfied that as soon as they ascer-
tained that there was a method whereby
fraud could take place they took good care
to see that fraud could not take place in
the future. Any hon. member with any
common sense or any sense of decency will
admit that this is true. The hon. member
for Wide Bay brought this forward as some-
thing in the nature of a scoop. His object
was not to purify the * Golden Casket’;
it was merely to make capital against the
Government. He has been ha}vking this
thing round the House on a string for the
last couple of days. Everybody knew about
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it. I knew resterday that the hon. member
had what he called ‘““an official result
slip” and an ‘‘ official ticket,” and he did
not take the trouble to inquire what truth
there was in the construction he put on it.
He mevely brought it along here as a news-
paper man brings aloug a scoop. That is
rot a fair thing to do. The people in tha
west of Queensland—and 1 am  speaking
for a good proportion of them—are behind
the “ Golden Casket,” and are behind the
Government.

Hon. W. H. Bamxes:
nervous ahout it just now.

Mr. POLLOCK: That
a denial of that on
the ““ Golden Casket”
since thes» questions were asked 8lled
auicker than any previous ¢ Casket.”
It it filled in that way the public
cannct  be  suspicious. This motion is
only brought forward to try in some way to
discredit the “ Casket.” in the hope that
somehow a little of that discredit will be
attached to the Government as well. I sup-
pose 1t is merely the usual Opposition tactics.
They are stuck for some sort of an excuse
to bring on a motion to discredit the Govern.
ment, and this is the best thing thev could
find. It is certainly a very shocking com-
mentary on their intelligence. The public
-out my way are behind the “ Golden Caslet.”
and they. as well as I, resent anv effort made
1o diseredit the running of it and fo discrodit
the institution itself.

.Mr. Vowres: Vou have nrot seen them
since these revelations have been made,

Mr. POLLOCK : I do not need to. I give
them credit for having the same common sense
as myszelf. They are in a place wheve the
present Government have established peater-
nity hespitals as & result of the © Golden
Casket” funds, and they want a continuation
of them. Some of their hospitals are not in

They ave very

assertion contains
the face of it, for
that has been held

the very best financial condition.  They
were not able to put up many of the
buildings  they required,  but,  hecause
of the * Golden Casket,’” they have becn
able to do so. They have besn able to
help in their maintenance and to get

rr;aternit;; warc{s for the treatment of women
al a very trying period in their lives in
nlaces  where nething  but  the “ Golden
Casket” moner would have given them that
help.  On behalf of those people I very
strongly resent any offort of this kind being
made to withdraw this money from them,
and to force them into such a position that
they will not be able to look after their sick
in the way they are able to do to-day.

Mr. Morgan:
‘Sallies.”

Mr. POLLOCK : I am not puttin up anv
“ Aunt Sallies.” On the Verylface gf i?, this
motion is nothing but an attempt to dis-
credit the Governinent, or else an endeavour
to ridicule the “ Golden Casket.” and thus
take away from the hospitals the subscrip-
ticns which they so richly deserve.

M. TAYLOR (TWindsor) :
with the hon.
moved this

You are putting up  Aunt

I am in accord
member for Wide Bay who
resolution, notwithstanding the
remarks made by the hon. member for
Gregory. I think that what has transpired
during the last few years has given us suffi-
cient evidence for causing an inquiry to be
made into the methods adopted in carrving
out the * Golden Casket.”” There has not
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been one single word said against the com-
mittee. No one doubts the honesty and integ-
rity of the committee who has had the super-
vision of the ‘ Golden Casket.”

Hen., M. J. Kirwax: At any rate, we
kelieve you when you say that, but I would
not belicve others over there. (Opposition
dissent.)

Mr. TAYLOR : There has been no insinua-
tion of any kind made in connection with the
committee. I think the time has come
when the © Golden Casket’” business should
be taken out of the hands of the committee,
and run either under the supervision of
officials of the Auditor-Gencral’s Department
or of the Treusury Denartment. It is all very
well to talk about bank officials embezzling
money ; but, whon we consider the tremendous
wclume of money going through a bank and
the very few cases of emhezzlement which take
place, it shows that there is a very rigid super-
vision cxercised in ‘those institutions. It is
not a very easy matter for officials of banks
to commit embezzlement and take the banks
down. I am giving the committee credit
for honestv and integrity, but the time
has come when the affair should be taken
out of their hands and administered either
by officers of the Auditor-General’s Depart-
ment or the Treasury Department. If the
Government cannot see their way to do

that, then there should be an official of
the  Auditor-General’s  Department  con-
tinuously in the “ Golden Casket’’ office.

There are numbers of men who go wrong
from the fact that there is not a close super-
vision exercised over them. TIf a close super-
visicn is exercised, there is no doubt it pre-
vents many men from committing fraud.

Hon, W. H. Barxes: Besides, gambling
lends itself to that.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, gambling lends itself
to that. The strong point of the hon.
member for Wide Bay is that tens of thou-
sands of an official list went out with a cer-
tain mistake in them. I am not blaming the
committee, who ars not responsible for that;
but I am blaming the management, who by
permitting an official slip to go out with a
wrong number on 1t were guilty of gross neg-
ligence and carelessness.  We have had evi-
dence during the last week or two that men
in the office have ¢ faked ” figures. How do
we know that the figures were not “ faked
in this case also? What evidence have we
thet the figures were not altered in a similar
way in regard to those persons in Mary-
borough ?

Mr. FarrerL: You have the evidence of the
evening papers.

The HowE SECRETARY :
ceen a drawing?

Mr. TAYLOR : I have never been to see
a drawing, but I think that an accurate result
should net be dependent on any one indi-
vidual taking down the prize numbers as
they are drawn from the barrel or otherwise

decided.
The Howr SucreTARY : There are three.

Mr. TAYLOR: If there are three men
taliing down the numbers drawn, they should
rot be sitting near one another at all;
Everything should be conducted fairly and
squarely. I think the committee want
to do that. They get in a considerable
amount of monev not only from Queenflanq
but also from the other States. Whilst

Mr. Taylor.]

Have you ever



1272 Proposed Inquiry, Etc.,

am not a believer in the “ Golden Casket,”
still, as we have if, let us have it as clean
as possible.

OrposiTiON MEMBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: I am rather surprised at
the attitude which some hon. members on
the opposite side have taken up in regard
to the statements which have been made.
They should be just as anxious as any persons
in the community to see that the thing 1s
carried on fairly and squarely and absolutely
straight. I do mnot know whether the
employees of the “ Golden Casket” come
under the direction of the Public Service
Cormamissioner, but, if they do not, it is
time they did. The procedure in employing
any person in the ‘‘ Golden Casket” office
should ba just the same as 1 any other
office conducting work for the Government,
We should have complete supervision of all
the employees engaged in the ¢ Golden
(Casket”” office. 1 hope that the outcome
of the diszcussion will be that some method
will be evolved by the Government whereby
closer supervision and a better check will
be placed on the operations of the ** Golden
Casket.”” When two or three men can act
in collusion, as was proved to have been
done in the recent cases they can go on for
quite a long time without being found out,
no matter what supervision there may Dbe,
and, having that knowledge, we should
exercise all the greater care to see that
collusion is impossible.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 heard the
word “ Maryborough,” and, since I am inti-
mately connected with Maryborough, it is
natural that I should want to say something
on this motion. As a rule, Maryborough
people do not worry much about this sort
of motion. This casc has been dragged into
this House at the end of a string for the
last two or three days. It reminds me of
a practice indulged in by the blacks in the
North, called ¢ Bull-roaring.” They tie a
piece of stick to the end of a string and
whirl it round their heads and you can hear
the noise for miles. That is precisely the
same game as the hon. member for Wide
Bay has been playing in this House during
the last two or three days. The motion has
virtually been brought into this Chamber
at the end of a string, and the hon, member
for Wide Bay has swung it round his head
and made a terrible row. What is there
in the motion of ‘““urgent public import-
ance ” 7 That is practically the wording of
his motion. It has been of urgent public
impertance for the last two years, for the
case occurred in October, 1922. I could
scarcely credit that it was so when I heard
the purport of the motion. I never imagined
that this was the same case, but in discussing
this matter with some other hon. members
it suddenly dawned on me that this is the
same case that was ventilated through the
papers in Maryborough quite a long time
back. I thought it was twelve months ago,
but I find now that it was October, 1922.
Can you imagine an hon. member going
back to something which occurred two vears
ago? Of course the hon. member is always
two years behind the times, so that he is
consistent in that respect. The hon. member
for Gregory put the case very well, dealing
as he did with what appeared in the Mary-
borough ¢ Alert”—and I think the same
statement appeared in the Maryborough
“ Chronicle.” It is merely a casc of trans-
position of numbers. I say definitely here

{Mr. Taylor,
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that I am like the hon. member for Wynnuni..
I have no personal intercst in the * Golden
Casket,” and I have never had a ticket.
Although I do not take up a strict attitude
upon morals, I am not favourable to the
* Golden Casket”; it is a class of business
in which I am not a great believer; but
I am in favour of doing everything we can
to improve the conditions of our hospitals
and charitable institutions, and to that
extent and for that reason I am associated
with the ** Golden Casket.” I certainly want
to see the “ Qolden Casket” conducted in a
way which is beyond reproach, and I am with
anybody in this House who wishes to make
its position impregnable.

At 11.25 am.,

The CHarraax oF Coarvrrrees (Mr. Pollock,
Gregory) relieved the Spealker in the chair.

Mr., WEIR: I do not sec how this motion
is going to do that. I do not se2 how it is
intended to do that. I believe it is raised
merely for political party purposes. Let us
see what did happen. There was a transposi-
rion of figures. Certain girls formed a syndi-
cate and drew this particular number, and an
announccment was made in due course through
the papers and eventually the amount was
paid to these girls on the official slip. What
happen>d? One ticket bad been sold to the
girls by Jim Balkin, and another tickst had
been =old by Bill Abrahams to a man named
Harris. When Harris knew that he had no
right to the money he did the decent thing
and refunded it, and the money went to the
girls who were the vightful owners. What
could be wrong in that? Then there was a
demand from the Harris family asking that
they be paid the money. What right have
they to be paid? No one can claim that
there can be two persons entitled to the same:
amount of money. The girls, in my opinion,
arc the rightful owners, and no mere transpo-
sition of the figures should deprive the girls.
of that right. Surely no one can claim that
the money should be taken from the girls and
given to IHarris. Is that the intention? If
that is so, then it is highly immoral, because
Harris has no right to it.

Mr. Fry: The Minister stated that the
committee paid only on the official resuls
slip.

Mr. WEIR: I am not worrying about what
they pay on. My facts are definite. Certain
people are entitled to the money, and certain:
other people are not. Who are entitled to
it? I claim definitely that the girls: are
entitled to it. I do not know the girls, but
1 probably would know them if I knew their
names. 1 was very much struck with the
wording of the resolution. It says—

“1 have in my poseession definite and
irrefutable proof (which I will submit
to the Housc) showing an apparent
irregulavity.”

Look at the incongruity, if I might call it
such, between the wording of the motion and.
the pcsition as we find it. The Iiouse can
now se» the matter was merely brought up
for political party purposes. I want to say
on behalf of the people concerned, and I spealk
with scme authority on their behalf, that
thi + has heen settled long ago. Every-
Lods in Marvborough is quite satisfied that
the responsible official in the “ Golden Cas-
ket ” office did the right thing. There was
the candid admission of the fact which was
conveved in the wire to the effect that thers
had been an error in the official list, ands




Proposed Inquiry, Etc.,

that was all that was wanted. After that
the money was paid over, and they did it as
quickly as possible after they found that
there was something wrong. What more
could you do?

Let me now deal with the management of
the * Golden Casket.” I am one who has
made a very definite complaint against certain
things in connection with this office, and I
sav now frankly that at the time I was of
the opinion that things in conncction with
the office werc not as they should have been.
I do not want to be unfair to Mr. Lucas
I did not know him, except that I knew he
manager at the time. I made certain
iplaints to the department, but I will
admit that they wire not very serious. I
believed that the “ Golden Casket’ was not
heing conducted on the right lines, but I did
not make any charge of dishoncsty against
M. Lucas, and I would not do so unless I was
abie to prove it. I went to the Auditor-
General’s Department and saw a friend of
mine there, and discussed with him whether
therss was anything wrong in the * Golden
(asket " office. T claim to have some know-
ledge of figures, and my friend has a
kenowledgs2 of figurcs, and I was able to discuss
with him just what was exactly the position.

I said to him frankly, “ How
[11.30 a.m.j did you find things? Did you
. go into the matter with any
desire to probe it to the bottom ?”’ He said,
“ You talk about fraud. When I went there
I thought everything was not right in the
state of Denmark. 1 thought the place was
adrift financially, and I went there believing
I was going to find something. T still believe
there was something wrong, and I did not
make any bones about it. I spent a con-
siderable time in the audit of this business,
but I came away without finding that there
was anything wrong.”

Mr. KeLso: What more could an auditor
do? As an auditor you know that he could
only audit what was put in front of him.

Mr. WEIR: Yes, the same as any other
auditor. The law could not hold him respon-
sible for anything more than checking what
was put in front of him.

Mr. Kerso: We want to find out the things
behind that.

Mr. WEIR: That is a bigger job, and I
prefer that the hon. member for Nundah
should do it.

Mr. KeLso: I do not say that I am capable
of doing it either.

w5

(&Y

Mr. WEIR: I am not going to suggest
that you are either. {Government laughter.)
I merely made the statement because I
wanted to tell the House that I went out of
my way to find out if anything was wrong.
I have certain beliefs. I do not want to state
them, because they are founded on what I
saw and on things as I found them.

Mr. KELso: Give us your opinion.

Mr. WEIR: No; I believe that up to the
time that this man audited the books there
was something adrift financially. The point
is: If it was patched up before the auditor
came_in, what could he do? It appeared to
me—TI might as well be frank about it—that,
wheq the manager was refused leave, he was
cunning enough to forestall a check and a
discovery of his defaleations. Anyone who
knows anything about this matter knows
that is a common thing, just as a person goes
down to the bank, gets some cash, fills up
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his cash box. and tears up an ¥ O U that
lie had put in it

Mr. Krrso: I do not know that that is
done.

Mr. WEIR: I could tell the hon. member
of instances where that has been done. The
Lon, member has a lot to learn. I hope that,
when he comes across such instances, he will
not be so simple as he wishes us to believe
he is now. I still belicve that there were
defaleations at the time I mention. I would
not be so unfair as to say, ‘“Why not prose-
cute the official? ** because it was not proved.

The hon. member for Wide Bay interjected
that one of the two men who were prosecuted
last week in conncction with the dishonest
practices in the ** Golden Casket’” office had a
criminal record. I do not know the man.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: It was a conviction
when he was a lad of sixtcen years of age.

Ay, WEIR: That is what I want to bring
out. Is there anything in this business that
allows any hon. member to come into this
House and trace a man’s record back to
when he was a boy of sixteen years of age?
That was an age when his character was
really not formed. Is there one hon. mem-
ber in this House who would come here and
skull-drag a man by taking up that attitude?

A GoverNuMENT MEMBER: Not one.

Mr. WEIR: I notice that even the homn.
member for Wynnum does not say anything
on that issue.

Mr. FrY: The Government sat back tight.

Mr. WEIR: No one would sit in judgment
on a man on what he did when he was a
boy of sixteen years of age. Why should an
hon. member drag up a conviction secured
when he was sixteen years of age after a
man has reached the age of twenty-seven or
twenty-eight? That sort of thing does not
seem ta me to get hon. members anywhere.
It is certainly not playing the game.
couple with that other things that have hap-
pened. This sort of stuff is better kept out of
the House, A man should come to the issue at
the time an event happened instead of bring-
ing it up in 1924, and the hon. member for
Wide Bay knew of this incident at the time.
Tt shows one of two things.

Mr Krrso: How did he know?

Mr. Farrern: The Maryborough papers
published it two years ago.

Mr. XeLso: The correspondence only took
place a few days ago.

Mr. WEIR: I am looking at the case as
it is now, because the hon. member for Wide
Bay has overlapped figures between the
Harris family and the girls in Finney's.

Mr. Krrgo: Why blame him?

Mr. WEIR: I am not blaming him for
that, but for being two years behind the date
on which the occurrence took place. If the
hon. member knew his work, why did he
not bring {he matter up two years ago? If
the hon. member dces not know his work,
why did he not hold his tongue and not show
his ignorance as he has done to-day?

On the question of the “Golden Casket”
and hospitals, T am asscciated with the com-
mittees of both hospitals in Maryborough,
and in one particular case—-that of the Lady
Musgrave Hospital—the bulk of the women
on the committee are rigidly against the
“Golden Casket.”” I have never had a

Mr. Weir.]
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ticket in the ‘° Golden Casket” myseclf be-
cause it dees not interest me a scrap.
would have a ticket 1in the ‘ Golden
Casket” to-morrow if it interested me—I
have no rigid scruples on the matter. If I
thought I had a recasonable chance of
winning a prize I would take a ticket.
(Lughter.)
Mr. KeLso:

Mr. WETIR: Yes, and I do not take the
risk. There is a bit of Scoteh in me, and
T do not take many risks. I am not defend-
ing mysclf on that point and %nnq I am
a Simon Pure. Like a lot of other pcople
in the State, those members of the Lady
Ausgrave Ho pital Committee, while being
ugldl\ opposed to the principle of the
‘“Golden Casket,”” state that they do not
know how the hospitals would manage unless
it were for the “ Golden Casket.” If that 1s
g0, let us look at the viewpoint that you
vourself, Mr. Deputy Speaker, developed this
n.olmng—t}\o point that, if the ‘ Golden
Casket’” is essential to assist our hospitals,
as 1 believe it is, ’rhon why not give the
““ Golden Casket” a fair spin instead of try-
ing to ruin the scheme? Do the decent
thing. Clavify 1t if you like; but for good-
ness sake do mot turn it into a political
“Aunt Sally”’—something that you put up
and then kad\ down, because. if you do
vou will ruin the * Golden Casket” and
spoil its chance of being of assistance to
our hospitals.

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): I listened carefully
to the specches of the hon. member for
Gregory aud the hon. member for Mary-
berough, both of whom were hard pushed
{o defend the situation. Those hon. members
have endeavourced to twist the issuc and to
misconstrue it in a lot of ways. The issue
before the House is that the Assistant Home
Secretary said that the ¢ Golden Casket”
pay only upon the official result slips. That
was confirmed by the hon. gentleman this
morning. The hon. member for Wide Bay
sroduced an official result slip. a ticket
\\h]ch, according to that result slip. won a

£100 prize, and also the evidence that the
“ Golden Casket” office would not pay that
1ioney.

Mr. Wrir: Rubbish!

Mr. FRY : It is not rubbish. The position
is as T state, and not as the hon. member for
Maryborough wishes us to believe. The
matter is recorded in “ Hansard” to the
effect that the Assistant ﬂomo Secretary
said that the “ Golden Casket” office paid
only upon the official result slips. The hon.
member for Wide Bay produced an official
result slip, a winning flCl\(‘f and also docu-
mentary ovidence that the  Golden Casket”
office Would not pay on this ticket. 'That
is the issue, Tho hon. member for Wide
Bay is justified in_introducing the matter
into this House this morning. If we are
to believe the Assistant Minister. who is a
reaponsible officer of the Crown, that money
should be paid to the person who held the
winning ticket. That is the position. The
public have a lot to be thankful for that
this motion has been brought forward. Tt
is useless to argue that the hospitals are
going to lose money, because, as was stated
by the hon. member for Greff(nv the last
“ Golden Casket” filled very ‘much quicker
than any other. That was after the dis-
closures were made. It is quite obvious to
me that the people foo that they can invest
their money in the  Golden Casket” with

[#r. Weir.

You understand figures.
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greater safety, whilst a virile and active
Opposition are in Parliament watching their
interests,

The fact that this matter has been brought
up this morning gives them further assur-
ance that the  Golden Casket” will be a
safer investment than hitherto. Nothing cen
be said against the hon. member for Wide
Bay for bringing this matter forward, see-
ing that quite rocently cases have been before
the police court, which showed that these
irregularitics had taken place. The hon.
member for Wide Bay proved right up to
the hilt that these irregularities have been
taking place for quite a number of years,
and 1t 1is quite probable that some people
have been done out of their money. The
people in my electorate, the same as people
in other electorates, invest or gamble in the
“Golden Casket.” They are interested in
the matter, and they feel that they should
have some protection, and an inquiry would
satisfy these people that things now are all
right, even if they were not all right previ-
ously. I cannot sce that the Government or
members sitting behind the Government have
anything ro gain by trying to confuse the
issue. It is not a party matter. Everybody
is interested in the “ Golden Casket ’—those
supporting the Government and those sup-
porting the Opposition. We cannot getr away
from that fact. At the last election that was
one of the issues, and we have to take the
decision of the pcople on that matter. It
scems to me that the Government are placing
themselves in a very invidious position when
they take up the atttitude of defending the
“Casket” irregularities under the circum-
stances which have been exposed this morning.
If the ‘“ Golden Casket” committee had done
the right thing, thery would have dealt With
this matter wisely in the beginning and sub-
mitted it to the TTome Secrefary for his deci-
sion. Morally and legally, on the state-
ment made by the Assistant Home Secretary,
these people are entitled to a £100 prize.
You cannot get away from that fact. If the
Minister has made a statement which is not
correct, then that is a reflection on himself.
We have to accept his statement, which he
confirmed this morning, that they only pay on
the official result slip.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan:
think we pay on?

Mr FRY: The evidence shows that you
paid on something else in this case.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax : No, we did not.

Mr. FRY: If you did not,
not pay this prize? Are
these people?

Mr. WemR: The prize was paid.

Mr. FRY: It was not. The official result
slip as well as the winning ticket was pre-
sented here this morning by the hon. member
for Wide Bay. That 1= the whole position.
The hon. member would like to confuse the
issue when the issue cannot be confused.

Mr. CartER: You are very dense.

Mr. FRY : T am that dense that I am not
going to allow the Government to side-track
me on a matter like this. It may be the
case that many of my own consititucnts have
been robbed of £100 or £5—(Government
laughter)—the great majority of my consti-
tuents are hard-working wage-earners, and
they cannot afford to be robbed through
mismanagement. As pointed out by the
hon. member for Wide Bay, these things
have lbeen going on for two years.

What else do you

why did you
you defrauding
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Again I say, the evidence—particularly the
apu(h made bv the hon, member for Gregory
“ Golden Casket” has not
auffelod The tearing away of the screen
and exposing these irregularities certainly
redounds to the credit of the Opposition,
because it will mean that the organization
and the supervision will be so improved, and
the control will be tightened up in such a
way, that it will be impossible for irregu-
laritics to occur in the future. What would
be the position if the Opposition were to
remain quiet in_ this matter? The recent
prosecutions would never have taken place,
a veil would have been drawn over the past,
and the way would have been left open in
the future for this kind of thing to have
gone on to a greater extent than it has done
in the past. We have come to the position
that in order to allay the public anxiety an
inquiry should be instituted into the conduct
of the ¢ Golden Casket.”

Mr. FARRELL (]{ur’ﬂlmmplon) The
apeeches we have heard from the Opposmon
this morning show the utter thO(‘UW of
which hon. members who have taken part in
the debate are capable. I do not look upon
this as being a case in which the Opposition
dssive to bring before the public a matter
of fraud in the special cas2 of the ““ Golden
(lasket.” I look upon it as a direct attack
on the Goverament, because the Government
are obtaining from the ‘ Golden Casket’’
large sums of mon=y for the upkeep of the
hos 1)1ta1s in Queensland. I find when I look
through the amounts which have been raised
by the * Golden Casket ' since its inception,
that there has been raised no less than
£767,264 for hospitals in Queensland. Oppo-
sition members know that, if the Government
did not get this money per medium of the
“ Gelden Casket,”” they would be placed in
the position of having to raise the money by
dircet taxation. They would be put inio
the position of having to raise money by other
means, aud that is what Opposition members
desir>. They want the Government to be
placed in a corner so that they will not be
able to get the money for the sick and for the
hospitals in Queensland generally.  After
hearing hon. m>mbers opposite, one would
almost think that thev were here as the
emissarics of ¢ Tattersall’s” sweeps in Tas-
mania. We know that when * Taitersall’s”
SWeeps  Were oetabllshed in Queensland all
the monev made in this State was spent in
Queomlf*ud and through their own * wowser-
ism,” through their own Ig,nonnce and lack
of Lno“lodqe of ¢ Tattersall’s ”” sweeps and
their desire to prevent something which they
called immoral, they drove ¢ Tattersall’s
sweeps to Tasmania, and Qurensland’s money
to Tasmania also. With the advent of the
“ Golden Casket” in Queensland, ¢ Tatter-
sall’s ” swoeps have become a dead letter
here. Omne can only come to the conclusion,
apart from the other fact I have mentioned,
that the Opposition are desirous of having
the money invested in the “ Golden Casket ’
in Queensland sent to Tasmania

Mr. Fry: Do you know any inore funny
stories, Lecause that is a funny story?

Mr. FARRELL:

It would be very hard to
tell a funnier story than the hon. member
can tell. Therve is absolutely nothing solid
behind the argument of the hon. member.
I know the hon, member personally, and there
is not much sincrority behind the speech he
made this morning.
Mr. MoRGAN interjected.
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Mr. FARRELL: One does not take any
notice of the hon. member. Ile does not
cut any ice.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask
Lon. memb-rs of the Opposition to ceazss

interjecting and allow the hon. member to

procoed.

Mr. FARRELL: I am not very much
coucerned about what hon. members opposite
think of the methods by which this money
has hern ratsed by the Government, but
I am verr concerned about it as it affects
my electorate. In Rockhampton we have
three hospitals—the Rockhampton General
Hospital, the Rockhampton Children’s Hos-
pital, and the Rockhampton Women’s Hos-
pital-——and in the four years which the
“ Golden Casket” has been under the con-
trol of the Government, those institutions
have benefited to the extent of no less than
£22,000. Anybody who lives in Rockhampton
kno ws the acute position in which the com-
mittees of those hospitals found themselves,
and how greatly they appreeiate the assisi-
ance which has been given to them by the

“ Golden Casket ” funds. I notice also that
the \lanbomugh hospitals, in which the hon.
member for W ldL Bay is interested, benefited
to the extont of £11,395 since the time when
the " Golden Casket” came under the con-
trol of the Government. Surely it is not
the desire of the hon. member so to dis-
courage people from investing in the * Gol-
den Ca<ket” that his hospitals will not bhe
able to get the benefits which they have been
cnjoying hitherto? In my speech on the
hospital vote during the discussion of the
Tstimates I made a request that additional
sums from the ** Golden Casket ” funds migut
be allotted to Rockhampton so that nurses’
gquarters might be built at the institutions
in Vhlch I am_interested. If the “ Golden
Casket ” is going to be coutinucd, and if
the confidenes of the people of Queensland
is desired for it, let us be honest about the
whole thing ourselves. I have ahsolute con-
fidence in the present manager, Mr. Noble,
and in the committee who are running the
concern.  Anyvone who has witnessed the
drawing of the ¢ Golden Casket” can come
to only one conclusion, that every arrange-
ment is made and every care is taken that
it is properly conduct:d.

Mr. Moreax: How do you account for
the cases which occurred the other day?

Mr. FARREILL: I have looked through
the police records for last year, and I find
that the number of embezzlements and frauds
committed in Queensland for which persons
were sentenced was no less than 312, When
one takes into consideration the number of
defalcations in connection with the ‘“ Golden
Casket " over th: whole period during whizh
it has Deen under control of the present
manager, I think it speaks volumes for his
worlk and supervision.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): 1 want
in say first of all that the hon. member for
Gregory this morning made a splendid special
ple adlrw speech. Ambodv who followed the
hon. member must have felt that he was
building up some ¢ Aunt Sally 7 and knock-
ing it down again, and I am quite certain
that in that regard he succeeded pretty
woll. T take it that the question is not as
to which side of politics we are on, nor
whether one believes in the * Golden Casket’’
or not. My own position has ‘1lways been
well known. I do not beliecve in the

Hon. W. H. Barnes.|
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¢ Golden Casket,” and I have never spent a
brass farthing in connection with it.

Mr. BeprorD: Were you not in the
“ Bishop Barnes syndicate’” which won a
prize a couple of ‘ Golden Caskets” ago?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would rather
be in a ‘“ Golden Casket” syndicate with
somebody who might be called ¢ Bishop
Barnes” than with somebods who might be
called a big sinner, a big company pro-
moter, and, in addition to that, a man who
is said to be big in other directions which
cannot be mnamed here to-day. (Opposition
laughter.)

I have never been associsted directly or
indirectly with anything that has had to do
with the “ Golden Casket.”” I have to
extend to every man who does not agree with
me the same liberty as I claim for myself.
Every man has a right to his own convic-
tions. On one occasion in the city of Bris-
bane I was held up to ridicule because I
had the courage of my convictions in con-
nection with a hospital matter; and in con-
nection with a sum of money that was to be
paid from a certain fund.

Hon. M. J. Kmmwan: You refused the
money and resigned your joh.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes. I have no
right to charge a man who differs with me
with being absolutely wrong in claiming
for myself that I am absolutely right, but
I am entitled to my opinions and my con-
victions. This question is very much bigger
than many of us are prepared to admit, and
it has been sidetracked. What is the posi-
tion? Let us look at it fairly and squarely
this morning. Away back in 1922 there
are cvidences, as disclosed by the Secretary
for Mines, who was then acting as Home
Secretary, that something had gone wrong
with the ‘“ Golden Casket” office. I want
to quote from  Hansard” for 1922, on that
matter. I quote it with a great deal of
hesitancy, as I believe that a man may
commit a crime, but he has no right to be
denounced after he has paid the penalty for
his crime, and he has the right to get a
fresh start, otherwise what is the use of
our saying that we believe in lifting a man
up when he gets down? I am not going to
ruake any comment about a recent happening
in that regard—it would be very unfair.
According to the remarks of the Secretary
for Mines, there was something wrong in
the office in 1922. In * Hansard” for 1922,
are certain remarks by the Minister. There
were some interjections by the hon. member
for East Toowcomba, and the then hon.
member for Pittsworth, and the Minister, in
replying to the interjections and dealing
with the question under discussion, said

_““If the hon. member wants informa-
tion, T am quite willing to give jt to
him; if he does not, I am quite content
to sit down. The ¢ Golden Casket’ coui-
mittee were the proper authority to
grant the manager leave of absence. As
it was not pessible to got the committee
together, we granted him one week’s
sick leave and submitted the applica-
tion to the ¢ Golden Casket’ committee.
The manager went back to the office,
drew three months’ szlary in advance,
and on the following morning left for
for Sydnev. There had been an audit
inspection within a week of that time,
but an auditer was immediately put on
to inspect the books. Mr. Lucas’s ser-
vices have been dispensed with for the
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reason that he went away without get-
ting leave, and stayed away over the
weck, and because he had improperly
drawn three months’ salary—a sum of
£175.”

The hon. member for Maryborough this
morning—I do not wish to misquote him—
said that about that time there was in his
mind an uncasy feeling that things were not
right in the “ Golden Casket” office.

Mr. Wem: I did the decent thing and
went to the fountain head about it.

Hoy. W. H. BARNES: 1 want to follow
up my argument step by step, to show some-
thing” more. Certain information came to
me in my capacity as a member of Parlia-
ment, but T am not in a pesition to say
where the information came from, nor am I
going to disclose where 1 got the informa-
tion from further than to say that I know
that every word told me was corvect, and L
want to repeat it here this morning. What
happened? I asked the Minister certain
questions in this House, end I asked him
certain questions when we were discussing
the Estimates in Committee. I want to say
that the Minister was either not seized with
2ll the facts at the time he gave me the
auswer, or clse, for some rcason or other, he
did not answer quite as fully as he might
have done,

The Hour SECReTARY: I answered you
according to the facts in my possession.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister will
give me the credit of fighting fairly and of
always saying what I have to say. What
did he tell me? He said that two men had
been dismissed, but there was not sufficient

evidence to show that there had

[12 noon.] been any dishonesty. If the Min-

ister had been furnished with the
full information, why did he give me that
answer? It was subscquently shown that
two persons—I am sorry I have to refer to
it—were brought before the court, and it
was proved that they not only on one occa-
sion but on several occasions took certain
improperly from the ¢ Golden
Casket.” It has been asked why the hon.
member for Wide Bay has brought forward
this motion. How did these men practise
their dishonesty? The evidence adduced inm
court showed that they did it by an altera-
tion of numbers. Is it not reasonable to
suppose that, if numbers were altered in one
case, they might have been altered in other
cases?

The SpcreTarY ForR Pusric Lanps: Is that
not the usual way that embezzlement tales
place?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Were not my facts
borne out by something that subsequently
happened? I did not make the statement I
did in this House for the purpose of damag-
ing the Government or anyone else. These
two officials were found out in the first
instance because the winner of a prize was
present at the drawing and heard his number
called out. My statements have been proved
by the convictions that have taken place.

OprosiTioNn MreMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETsRY FOR PrsLIc Laxps: Could
not the same thing happen in any business?

Hovx. W. H. BARNES: We all know that
vou might have all the auditors in the world
engaged, and if a man is out to ‘“do” you,
he will “do” you. I have been done myself,
and I shall probably be done again. It is
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very difficult to detect fraud at times; but
the point I wish to make is that, if these
things have only been found out after some-
one discovered a fraud had been committed,
how many times may a similar fraud have
been committed previously? I am not
making any charge against the Minister or
those administering the department. I would
not be worthy of my position if, under the
protection of the privileges of this House, I
made a charge even against the manager.
(Hear, hear!y My information is that the
manager is a gentleman, and I will not say
a word against him.

The SecRETARY ¥or DPupric Laxps: The
hon. member for Murilla did not take up
‘that stand.

Mr. MORGAN:
lessness.
hHon. AL J. Kirwax : You said worse than
‘that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The manager could
be taksn down, just the same as I might
be taken down in my own business. The
wroung-doing of these officials would not
have been discovered excepting through the
medium of this House. I believe that, if the
whole thing were ferreted out, it would be
found that, in addition to the specific
instances mentioned in court, things had not
heen right in the  Golden (asket” office
‘previously.

I said that there was care-

The Houe SecRETary: They have been
investigated right through.
Hox. W. . BARXNES: We know what

investigations come to. Again I say I am
not maling any charge against the manager.
_ The SecrerarY ror Pusuic Laxps: The
hon. member is asking for an inquiry, yet
he says investigations come to nothing.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It may be neces-
sary to go decper. [ take it that any man
who wants to be cleared of something which
is wrong does not mind an inquiry. Is it
that the Government are afraid to have un
inquiry ?

Orros1riox MEuBERS : "Hear, hear!

Hox. W, H. BARNES: I ask why should
there be any objection to an inquiry?

The SECRETARY For PuBLIC LANDS: Apply
that generally in the public service. Is there
an inquiry if a defalcation takes place and
is disclosed by the Auditor-General’s Depart-
ment?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I take it that the
centleman in charge of the public service
does take steps to hold an inquiry. I am
not going to allow even the Secretary for
Public Lands to side-track me. In the case
the hon. gentleman ecites vou have to deal
with an individual in the public service who
goes wrong; but here we are ‘dealing with a
number of people who have been receiving
vast sums of money, and there is no parallel
at all between the two cases.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: There is.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We always love to
hear the Secretary for Public Lands. (Laugh-
ter.) I hope the hon. gentleman will get on
his feet and give some evidence in support
of what he says in this regard

The SecRrETARY FOR PUBLic Laxps: I shall
give evidence as to how you ireated similar
cases in vour own business.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If I found I could
put a man on his feet by not taking severe
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action, I weuld do whatever T could to
assist him.
Myr. WEIR: You did not even prosecute.

Hox. W. II. BARNES:
charge?

Mr. WErR: No; it only shows that you
adopted similar action to that adopted by
the Government.

Hoyx. W. H. BARNES: The circumstances
are quite different. One relates to an indi-
vidual and the other to the community,
whose money is going into this investment
largely as a means to assist the hospitals.

The SecreTary For Pusric LaNDs: You
represent a company.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes; but if I paid
the money out of my own pocket, no one
could object. That is what I did.

The SgcRETARY roR PPusnic LaxDs: A very
good action.

Hoxotvrasre Mrmeers: Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: And the man who
made the error subsequently made good.
Later he gave his life in the great war for
the good of the community. (Hear, hear!)
I did a right thing, and no one can criticise
my action. But this is Government money,
and the Government are the custodians.
When this motion was first introduced, I
even heard a Government member say that
it was absolutely wrong to try further to
punish a man who had done something
wrong—that it was wrong to try and sheet
the matter home. That was said by the hon.
member for Rockhampton.

Mr. FarrirL: You are wrong.

IHox., W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
stated that it was wrong to sheet the matter
home.

Mr. FarrmrnL: I said that the man was
sufficiently punished by losing his job. Whvy
not tell the truth? That man is now behind
the bars in gaol eating hominy. You ought
to be satisied. You and your Christian
methods !

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hox. W. II. BARNES: T would advise

the hon. member, not only to have Christian
metheds, but moral methods. That would he
an excellent thing. (Laughter.) By a strange
coincidence I have here a letter which 1s
anonymeus, I have another which I shall
quote. Like others which I have read, there
may be nothing in it, but it shows that there
is an uneasy feeling existing. It comes from
Longreach.

Mr. Wrrr: Surely yeu are not going to
quote an anonymous letter !

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, I shall give
the signature. It reads—
“ Longreach, 24th September, 1925,
“W. H. Barnes, Esq.

“ Dear Sir,—In the Brishane ¢ Daily
Mail’ of the 19th of Septemmber I read a
letter which was writtan to you from a
Charleville resident with regard to
¢ Golden Casket’” matters, Now, Sir, as
there seems to be something wrong in the
¢ Casket’ matters, I thought it a goeod
chance of writing to you aud let vou
know something of a similar happening
to me as my Charleville friend. About
twelve months ago three of my friends
and myself 1ook a ticket each week
regular for about fifteen months and

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

Is that a serious
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called it the ¢ Four Stiffs Syndicate.” One
morning on reading the papers we saw
that the Tour Stiffs Syndicate’ had

drawn first prize. Much to our disap-
pointment the prize went to Sydney. Of
course the nwmbers were different. I
have not the ticket or result slip now,
but I think ir was somewhere in the
forties and I think that I can find the
ticket. If the figures could be changed on
one oceasion, there was nothing to pre-
\en‘r them dm 1e so on this occasion. We
the * Casket’ office and thought
1‘yth1ng was faiv.”

That 15 a point I v-ant to stress, because it is
known that there was an uneasy fecling with
regard to ¢ Casket” matters, and 1t 1s also
known—rightls or wrongly—that * Smith’s
Weekly” was asked to try and find someone
who was a reputed prizewinner, and he was
vot found. The suggestion was that some-
thing was wrong.

Hon. M. J. Kipwax: “ Smith’s Weckly”
rever published that puragraph, and I chal-
lenge you to produce it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I have not the
oxtract by me. The letter continues—

“1 might also mention that shortly

after I read ir. ‘ Smith’s Weekly’ where
they were asking for the winner of a
*(asket’” drawn  about the time I

mention.”

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: It never appearved.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister did
not have his glasses on on one occasion and
missed 1it.

‘It seems @ bit late now for me to
write to you on this subject, but our

. suspicions have been aroused. We would

thank you very much if you could find
out for us whe the syndicate was in care
of and if the morer was paid over to
them. This should be an easy matcer
for the * Casket’ office to supply. Hoping
I have not put you to any trouble, and
Lhdll]\lll(’ you for same.

* I remain, your truly
“ HENRY R. BREDIAUER.
“Address—H. R. Bredhauer, imu sireet,
* Longreach.”

Mzr. BEBFORD: Another ** dad.”

Hox. \V..H. BARNES: What is the use of
anyone saying the writer is a ** dud”? He is
4 man-—a labommg man, I presame—who
writes from Longreach, and I want to say
further that somenne else wrote to me and L
replied, and I have reccived their reply.
I have n:ude no charge againgt any individual.
¥ have been most (”uvtul to avoid that in
anyvthing T have said, but I do =2y there has
heen ~:,;u<t]nnn wrong in this matter. Here
agaiti——

Ay, WeIR: You are not going to read an

anonymous letter, zre vou?

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I am not going to
read an anonymous letter, but in “this
unsigned rttor which was handed to me ths
morning there are suggestions that in some

caxes the numbers are not filled in. I give
1t for what it i 01th it says there is an
nneas ide that the nu wbers ave
not filied in un afterwards. The reason
that I particula vefer to it is that we
ere asking for an wquiry, and T am sorry the
hon. gentleman did not press it beesuse I

take 1t that the Covernment themselves ought
to have a commiszsion to go into the matter.
The fact vemains that there is an uncasy
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fecling outside in comncetion with these
matters, and I am perfectly 0(\1t11n that
something should be done to allay that fecl-
ing. I am going to make a statement that
urobablv some me:nbers on either side of the
ilouse may not agree with. I say the
svstem itself, quite irrespective of the men
who are running it, lends itsclf to all kinds
of things that brmg about abuses.
Mr. MorGan: That has been proved.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am not referring
to any of the men controlling the ¢ Gelden
Casket”; but the very system itself lends
itself to thut which is nugular and improper.
T'here i3 no use our disguising it. Tkat is
the position which faces us to-day. The porr
old hospitals are made the stalking-horse in
this business. We are told that it is because
of them - that the ¢ Golden Casket” is being
yun; but there are other mecthods of getting
money for the hospitals. What are the
chances of these people who arve sponding
their money? When you come to analyse the
matter and think of the thousands ard thou-
sands of pounds put into it. the chance of
winning a prize is very remote.

something more in con-

I want to say
Some of the money that

nection with this.

is put into this business is money which,
through the very system to which T have
sade reference, is taken when it should

not be taken and used in certain directions,
aud the whole system is one which makes
the community rotten to the very core.
(Government dissent.) I am voicing my own
opinion—give me credit for voicing my own
convictions in these matters. Many of my
friends lere will not agree with me at all.

A GoverxManT MEemBER: Did you not sell
a racchorse?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There is a very
estimable man by the name of J. H. S.
Barnes, who is no relative of mine, and
who owns some very good racehorses, but
I have none at all. T have lived long enough
to know—and the longer I live the more I
become convinced of the fact—that men who
differ from me as widely as the poles are
just as honest as myself. This motion
should be carried. I have spoken earnestly
in connection with it. I want to say, in clos-
ing, that if the Government do not allow
it to be carried and do not institute an
inquiry, they are helping—I say it deliber-
awlv—qnobablv unconsciously, to damn their
very position as a (xovunmont because
thme is no question that OubeAO there is
to-day an uneasy feeling, even iu the city,
and somecthing should be done in the
interests of those people who put their money
into  the ““Golden Casket. Something
should be done to have an inquiry made into
the matter so as to reveal the exact position
as far as it is possible to find it out. I very
heartily support that porticn of the motion
which ]mx been moved by the hon. member
for Wide Bav, and will vote for it if I get
an opportunits of voting.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): Before dealing with
the subject-matter of the motion which has
been brought forward by the hon. member
for Wida ],av I would iike to deal with the
letter which the hon. member for Wynnpum
received from Longreach. I recognise that
the hon. member for Wynnum—I will pay
him this tribute—has always conmstuntlv
been against the “ Golden Casket.”” 1 quite
realise that, when a “ Geolden Casket” was
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drawn for the hospital of which he was
treasurer, he vefused to accept the money
and 1o~mnod his position. He is entitled to
his opinion as to the merits or demerits
of the ** Golden Casket.” (Hear, hear!) If
the hon. member, or any other hon, member,
would ake inguiries at the ¢ Golden
Casket” office, or would attend a drawing,
or if hon. members asked the agent in their
cwn towns, they would tell them that very
often syndicates with similar names are
picked by people who have never l\no»\n one
another. In the * Golden (asket” No. 55 in
connection with which the hon. member for
Wide Bay has levelled charges, there svere
ten prizes drawn by ten separate ¢ Black
Cat’” syndicates, the black cat being looked
upon as an omen of good luck. SupeL titious
people take that particular name just the
same as people take ‘“ Stony Broke.”” © Hard
Up,” and ** Four Stiffs.”” It is the experi-
ence that, if a horse wins a big race there
will be four or five syndicates with that
borse’s name in the ¢ Golden Casket.” No
doubt men who have won on a horss think
they will be lucky if they adopt that name
when going in for the “ Golden Casket.”
The hon. member for Wynnum previcusly
brought before the House a letter which he
handed to the Department of Justice, and
which he claimed came from Charleville,
regarding a ‘‘ Buckley’s Chance Syndicate.”
Hon. members know that ** Buckiev’s
Chance” is a common term here in Aus-
tralia to indicate a very remote chance, and
there are thousands of people who might
usc it as the name of a syndicate when send-
ing for a * Golden Casket” ticket. I have
here the particular * Golden Casket” ticket
which won the prize under the name * of

* Buckley’s Chance Syudicate,” which was
purchased from an agent at A\nnellex road,
South Brisbane, the other ticket was sent
dirset by the mail to the * Golden (‘asket”
office, and here is the receipt for the prize and
a declaration thar the winner bought that
ticket at Annerley road, South Brishane.
Hon. niembers may look at them both, if
they so dosire, and sce whether T am Ilght
Hmo are two other tickets in the name of
the “ Bishop B&lll(‘\ Svndicate” in No. 96
*“ Golden Cusket,” onc in Brisbane and one
in the country. (Laughter.)

The hon. member for Murilla in particalar
said that it was rumourcd heve, or there, or
somewhere elsa2 that usnclaimed prize money
had gon» into the late managor’s pocket.
Hon. members should at least be careful to
acquaint themselves of the facts before they
make general statements, but the hon. mem-
ber did rol do so. He did not make 2
definite statement. The manager does not
get  anvthing  whatever from unclaimed
prizes: ther are not one bit of good to him.
For the benefit of the Ilcus> I shall read
a resolution “huh was passed by the com.
mittee of tho ‘ Golden (‘a:l\ot ” as far back
as Ne. 7 “ Golden (Casket,” with reference
to unclaimed priz: It was agreed—

“ That a special Trust Account be
opened in the Queensland Government
Savings Bank for the transfer thereto
of all unclaimed prize money, and after
twelve months from date of deposit the
unclaimed balances 1evert to the fund
for which Art Uwriet was conducted.”

Mr. Moraan: Will vou answer this ques-
tion? How long do those prizes remain iu
the trust fund before they are placed in
the funds as urclaimed prizes?

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Twelve months,
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The HOME SECRETARY: I might ex-

plain that, if a prize is not claimed within
one month, a registered letter is sent to tho
address on the ticket butt notifying the
person that a prize of a certain value iz
lving at the head office, and if he applies
for it 1t will be made available.

Mr. MoORGAN: Was that so
Lucas’s time?

The HOME SECRETARY: Ves.
is not claimed, it is declared to be an
unclaimed prize and is put into the trust
fund: but 1f the winner comes along after-
wards it can be dealt with.

Mr. VowLeS: What about the twelve
menths?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am informed
that twelve months is not the period during
which it remains in the trust fund. The
practice is to hold it in that fund for six
months.

Mr. MoreaN: Then the manager will have
six months in which to operate on that
unclaimed prize money?

The HOME SECRETARY: Then
verts to the funds.

Mr. MoreaN: For six months—and what is
to prevent the manager from gotting a ticket
and claiming the prize moncy?

The HOME SECRETARY: I have a cer-
tain amount of resprct for the attitude of
the hon member for Wynnum, because, as
[ have told hon. members before, I believe
he i3 honourable and upright in his attitude,
but the hon. member who has launched this
motion does not stand in that position for
this reason. He knew when he gave notice

during Mr
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of ‘his motion that it was only a matter
of going down to the  Golden Casket”
office and getting the information. I said
to him when he spoke to me about the
matter, * Why do you not go down and

obtain the information cither from the ITome
BSecretary’s office or the “ Golden Caskel”
office 7 He replied, ©“ What would you have
dons if vou were a member of the Opposi-
tion ?”’

GoverNMEXT Mrvserg: Oh! Oh!

The HOME SECRETARY: I want to
show hon. members that 1t might have been
wise for him to have gone to the Home Secre-
tary’s office and obtained the information.

The hon. metnber inferr-d thsat somebody
had heen robbed of a ““Golden Casket ™’
prize of £100; in other words, that that was
the condition of things which prevailed before
these unfortunate mun were sent to gaol,
und that it wus in operation when the No
55 ¢ {asket ” was drawn. I want to show
the House that that is not soc. The No. b5
“ Golden Casket” was drawn on 12th Octo-
her, 1922, I might explain that, as the
numbers are called oui, clerks transfsr those
numbers on to a board—there were two
boards at that time, but since the recent
prosecution there huave beoen three boards,
one of which is scaled and brought to the
flome Secrctary's office——

Mr. MonrgaN : Showing that the criticism in
this ITouse has had geod cffect.

The HOME SECRETARY: I
denying that. Criticism always has a good
effect, if it is honest. The numbers are
put on the boards and they are then checked.
One of those boards is sent down to the
printing office—not the Government Printing

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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Office—but I think to a firm called Brooks,
Limited, who have done the work ever since
the ““ Golden Casket” has been in existence.
A proof copy is taken, which is checked, and
then result slips are sent all over the
country. Not only is a check on the board
in operation, but, for the convenience of the
“ Golden Casket” officials so that pavment
may be made at the counter or through the
mail branch in a speedy manner, a list taken
from the board and from the butes of tickets
of the names and numbers of the prize
winners is compiled, and one goes to the
officer in charge of the mail despatch branch
and the other to the counter hand who pays
the money. A mistake was made in check-
ing the result slip with the board. and, when
you see that the numbers confused were
43953 and 43593, it is quite conceivable that
such a mistake might occur. The result
slips were sent out, and the mistake was
detected almost immediately, and inuunedi-
ately the acting manager discovered the
mistake he knew that it only applied to two
tickets—the one that was wrongly put on
the result slip and the one that should have
been on it. 1t is strange and fortunate that
the two people concerned were living in
Maryborough. The acting manager immiedi-
alely wrote this letter of 13th October,
1922—
“ Miss Mabel Harris,
“ef- Messrs. ITockleys Ltd.,
‘“ Maryborough.
* Dear Madam,—

1 regret very much the occasion
necessitating my writing to vou. An
unfortunate printer’s error has been
made in the result slips with respect to
the drawing of the No., 55 Art Union.
The list of tickets winning prizes of £100
indicates that ticket No. 43953 issued to
yvou has been successful in securing one
of the prizes mentioned. This 1z not
correct and ‘does not agree with the
official result card as certified to at rhe
completion of the drawing. The number
should have been shown as 42593, the
ticket being purchased by ‘ Let’s Win
Syndicate,” care K. Bourke. care J, and
H. Balkin, Marybovough. You will thus
see the ticket purchased by you has not
drawn any prize. If sou wish further
information about the maiter T would
be pleased to supply same and the official
result card could be perused by vou or
some person appointed by you who could
call at the office.

“Again wishing to express my regret
at the error that has happened and
trusting that vou have not been unduly
inconvenienced.

“ Yours faithfully.
¢ Acting Manager.”

By the same mail another letter was
despatched to the other person coneerned.
The “ Golden Casket” people not knowing
that the syndicate .in the namec of ¢ L.
Bourke” had been taken out by nine girls.
who were working in Finney's business at
Maryborough, commenced the letrer with,
“ Dear 8iv.” That letter states— '
“H. Bourke, Ksq.,
“c¢/- Messrs. J. and I Balkin,
“ Maryborough.
“ Dear Sir,—
“ With regard to the result slips issued
by this office in respect of the drawing
ot No. 55 Art Union, I wish to point

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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cut an error which has unfortunately
been made by the printers. The error
has occurred in the number of tickets
winning prizes amounting to £100. The
official result card indicates that ticket
No. 43593 has drawn a prize of the
amount stated, but the number in the
result slip is given as 42953, The winning
ticket was issued to ‘ Let’s Win Synd:-
cate.” care yourself, and if you will now
forward the ticket to this office payment
to the value of the prize will be made.
“ Yours faithfully,
“Acting Manager.”

g

That shows that prompt action followed.
The unfortunate position is this: In every

other centre but Maryborough
[12.39 p.m.Jno payment would have beea

made. Ths * Golden Casket”
office did not, as the hon. member for Wide
Bay would have us believe, pay certain
money to the wrong ticket-holder and then
demand its return.

Mr. Cravron: I did not say that. I said
the agent paid the cash prize.

The HOME SECRETARY : The agent in
Maryborough, on his own responsibility. and
with a full knowledge of what he was doing.
has instituted a system in Maryborough alone,
whereby any Maryborough persen winning a

prize gives him an order on the * Golden
Casket”” office, and he immediately pass
them the prize money. The agent. Mr.

Abraham, is in a big way of business. He
has a business in Brisbane and one in Mary-
borcugh. He 15 in the habit of visiting Bris-
bane pretty frequently, and people who lodge
nioney wita him sceure quick transit for their
tickets, because he visits the office in Bris-
bane, purchases his tickets direct from the
office so that there will be no delay, takes
them back to Maryborough, and either hands
them out to the customers in the shop or
posts them to them. The practice of Mr.
Abraham in immediately paying over the
money to Maryborough prize winners saves
them the amount of exchange thev would
have to pay if the cheque was posted by the
“ Qolden Casket” office in Brisbane to
Marrborough. Mr. Abraham called on me
vesterday to assure me—and I believe that
he also called on the hon. member for Wide
Bav to assure him—that a relative of his
paid the prize money on the result slip, and
that almost immediately after the father of
the girl had left the shop the girl, who had
received the letter I have quoted from the
“ Golden Casket” office, telephoned to the
shop and said. “If father comes down to
the shop to collect the prize, do not pay him
the money. There has been a printer's
error.”

Mr. Crayrox: That is not true, as the girl
left for Goomeri at half-past 6. and the
father intended to wire her at Murgon about
having won a prize.

The HOME SECRETARY: I am only
giving the House the information furnished
me by Mr. Abraham in the presence of two
officers of my department. He said that the
airl telephoned just after her father had
been to the shop and collected the prize
money, advising that there had been a mis-
take, and that the money was returned to
him about an hour afterwards by Mr. Harris.
who did not quibble or question the matter
at all.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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The HOME SECRETARY : The whole of
Maryborough knew the circumstances. I
have here a statement by Mr. Abraham, who
states— :

“ I conduct a ¢ Golden Casket’ agency
at Kent street, Maryborough. Miss
Mabel Harris, care of Hockley’s, Limited,
Maryborough, and daughter of Mr.
Charles Harris, of Maryborough, applied
to me for a ticket in the ‘ Golden Casket’
Art Union No. 55. Miss Harris’s ticket
number was 43953.

‘I had instituted a system to pay over
the counter with my own money, and at
my own risk, upon receipt of the official
receipt slip, covering myself by cbtaining
an order from the prize winner authoris-
ing me to draw the value of the prize
from the ¢ Golden Casket’ Art Union.
That endorsement was pasted on the back
of the ticket.

“The official result slip showed
No. 43953 had drawn a £100 prize.
result slip in No. 55 ¢ Casket’
received at my shop on Saturday,
Qctcber, 1922,

“On the morning of that day Mr.
Charles Harris presented Miss Harris’s
vicket, which was paid by my brother-in-
law, Mr. P. Quelch.

* ¢ Shortly after the amount had been
paid Miss Harris telephoned my shop
that she had received a letter from the
¢ Golden Casket’ office stating that a
printer’s error had occurred in the official
result slip, and that the number which
had drawa the prize was 43593, held by
‘Let’s Win Syndicate,” care of E. Bourke,
care of J. and H. Balkin, Maryborough.”

I want hon. members to note that both these
tickets were not purchased at Mr. Abraham’s

that
The
was

14th

shop. The two tickets were purchased.from
two totally different agents in Mary-
borcugh—

“ Miss Harris telephoned the contents
of the letter, and asked Mr. Quelch to
inform her father. Mr. Quelch immedi-
ately sought Mr. Harris, who also imme-
diately refunded the money.

“ I had left for Brisbane on Thursday,
12:h October. My brother-in-law wrote
me in Brisbane, with the result that I
visited the ¢ Golden Casket’ office on
Monday, the 16th October, and person-
ally inspected the official result card. I
was perfectly satisfied that an error had
been made by the printer.

“I returned to Maryborough and
advised Mr. Harris of the result of my
inspection.

“ Dated at Brisbane this 1st day of

QOctcber, 1924,
“(Sgd.) W. Aspramawm.
“ Witnessed by R. Mackay, 1-10-24.”

Mr. EpwarDps: Is Mr. Abraham a book-
maker?

The HOME SECRETARY: I do uot
know; I only know that he has a business
ir Queen street. I asked the Audit Office
whether they couid remember the particular
incident that occurred in 1922 and received
this letter, which is dated 2nd October, 1024—

“8ir,—In regard to ¢ Golden Casket’
Art Union, No. 55, and £100 prize paid
on ticket No. 43593, I beg to state that
I examined the accounts of the ‘ Golden

1924—4 x
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Caslet’ covering numbers 50 to 69, and
I have certified to the balance-sheet for
the year ended 30th June, 1923.

“In regard to the alleged irregularity
in the above payment, I have to state
that I cannct rcmember the circumstances
of the case, and, considering the number
of transactions in each ‘ Casket’ and the
number of ¢ Caskets’ examined by me in
addition to the accounts of other impor-
tant offices, and also that a period of
approximately two years has passed since
the payment occurred, it is hardly
feasiblo to exvect me to remember any
particular incident after such lapse of
time.

If, however, an alteration in a result’
slip came under my notice, I am positive:
I would have inquired into the -matter
before passing for payment the voucher
relating thereto.

“T have again examined the voucher
and official resalt card of ¢ Casket’ No. 55,
and such examination reveals that pay-
ment was made to the holder of ticket No.
43593—the person entitled to receive sane.

“ During my period of examination of
the * Golden Clasket’ accounts I found
that all reascnable care was taken to
insure the payment of the required
amounts to the proper persons.

“ Yours obediently,

“(Signed) A. W. Woop,
 Audit Inspector.”

To show that thi: matter was not closed up,
but that it was fully discussed in Mary-
borough, let me read irom the Maryborough
¢ Chronicle” of Saturday, 14th October,
1922—

“THE ‘ GoLDEN (ASKET’ RESULTS.

“ Some excitement was caused In
Finney, Isles’ establishment yesterday
when a syndicate of nine lady employees
of the firm saw that the ticket number
which they he'd in the ¢ Golden Casket
appeared in the £100 list in yesterday’s
¢ Chronicle.” but on the arrival of the
Brisbane morning dailies it was found
that the number advertised thervein was
43953 instead of 43593, as sent to us by
our press ageney on Thursday evening
and which appeared in the Brisbane even-
ing newspapers as being a £100 prize
winner. On further inquiries being in-
stituted last night the press agency
informed me that the figures they gave
us the previous night tallied with the
figures given ir the Brisbane ¢ Courier”
reporter’s statement, but that the figures
in the advertisements tallied with the
number 43953. The agency advised that
the advertisement figures should be taken
as the correct results. We regret that an
error made in Brisbane should have been
repeated to us”’

On 16th Octobes, 1922, the Maryborough
““ Chronicle” had this to say—

“ ¢ GoLpeEN Cisxer’ RESULTS.

“The figurcs 43593 and 43953 have
figured very prominently in the last
‘ Golden Casket’” drawn in Brisbane on
Thursday last. Coincidentally, they both
applied to Maryborough syndicatés. Our
Brishane ageucy gave the first number
as a £100 prize winner in the ¢ Casket,”
the official advertisement the latter. But
after much uncertainty and doubt it now
transpires that the original number 43593

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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is the correct result. Myr. J. Balkin,
Adelaide strect, who sold the ticket to
Finney’s syndmate receiving an official
communication on Saturday morning
from the *Golden Casket’ Ofﬁce Bris-
bane, to the effect that a printer’s error
had occurred in the official printed lists
and asking that ticket No. 43593 be for-
warded to Brisbane for collection. In
the meantime, earlier on Saturday morn-
ing the prize money had been paid at
Abraham’s, where it was purchased, on
ticket No. 45953 but the money was sub-
sequently returned it is understood, when
the official verdict was received.”

That shows pretty clearly that this great
bomb that the hon. member was going to
explode is in reality only a ¢ dud.”

Mr. MoreaN: You must admit that it
shows carelessness in the issue.of the official
result slip.

The HOME SECRETARY: There may
have been carelessness, but the check is =o
accurate that the result slips had not reached
Maryborough before the error was detected
I have here the receipt of the young lady
to whom the money was paid.

The hon member asked for an inquiry.
The “ Golden Casket ” office is open to publie
inquiry at any time and at all times. What
is there to inquire into? The mere fact
that two men iook advantage of their posi-
tion to defraud the “ Golden Casket,” and
that checks have been instituted so that such
a fraud cannot take place again? No ome in
the State has lost by it, because the rightful
‘winners have been traced and the prize money
paid over, the ‘Golden Casket’” bearing
the loss. Has there been one definite charge
nrought forward in this debate to show that
there is anything wrong with the working
of the “ Golden Casket’? The drawing i3
subject to inspection at any time, and I
venture to say that, if anyone pald a visit
when a drawing was taking place, they would
be cenvinced that it is absolutdy above-
board. There is an inquiry going on all the
time. The “ Golden Casket’ is under a
continuous audit by the Auditor-Generals
Department. It is not an audit of to-day,
and none for a month or two months. They
€arry on a confinuous audit. Inspectors visit
the office whenever they deem 1t necessary
for an inspection to be made. In 1922 the
officers in charge at that time had a com-
plete investigation made into the ‘‘ Golden
Cacket” by the Public Service Commissioner.
The inspection was made by Messrs. Staines
and Simpson. It was a very thorough inspec-
tion, and covered the whole operations of
the “ Golden Casket,” and the recommenda-
tions of the Puahc Service Commissioner
were carried out in their entirety by the
committee. Almost every time the committee
saw an opportunity of improving the conduct
of the business they have done so. I have
no objection to any hon. member getting up
i his place and making any accusation he
likes, provided he has been denied the right
to get facts to support his case before he
comes into the ouse. We have to realise
that last year alone from the “ Golden Cas-
ket ” funds the hospitals of Quecensland—
largely country hospitals—received £130,000
by way of grant and subsidy. Is it a fair
thing that the ‘° Golden (lasket ”-—which
even if you disagree with it like the hon.
member for Wynnum, is the accepted policy
of the Government of the day and is sup-
ported largely by the public of the State—
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is it a fair thing that the whole of the benefits
that go to the country residents—to the sick,
the weak, and the afflicted—should be
jeopardised merely for some political pro-
paganda when the information could have
been obtained by a simple request? The
hon. member for Wide Bay would have
deserved support if he could have shown
that he had asked for the information and
that it had been denied to him. If that
had occurred, he still would have had the
epportunity of bringing the matter before
this House. I do not think there is any
need for an inquiry. The ¢ Golden Casket ”
has the confidence of the people, because, in
spite of everything that has been asserted
in this House and outside, the last ** Golden

Casket ” filled more rapidly than ever
previously.
There was a letter in the ¢ Courier” of

yesterday, in which a person said that he had
been a contributor to the * Golden Casket,”
getting as many as five tickets at a time and
spending up to £50, but that he had never
won a ‘“bob.”” He belongs to the great
family of anonymous people—to that
numerous large family one of whose original
ancestors was swallowed by a whale, and I
am one of them also. (Laughter.) I have
been subscribing since I was sixteen years of
age to “ Tattersall’s’ sweeps, (Laughter.) I
have bought as many as three tickets in the
¢ Golden Ca=ke’c and T am very glad to say
thbat I have never won a prize. (Laughter)
I have never won a ‘““bob” from ° Tatter-
sall’s,”” but what would be the good of my
saylng on that account that there was some-
thing ‘“ crook” in ¢ Tattersall’s’””? I have
been down to the races and lost £2 or £3—
I have backed—not ¢ Four Stiffs” but “Eight
Stiffs.””  (Laughter.) We can quite realise
that there are plenty of people who think they
have a copyright to scme particular syndlcate
and, when a similar name draws a prize in
another portion of the State, they hold up
their hands and say, ‘‘ That was my prize; I
was defrauded of it,” in spite of the fact, as
I have told the House that in the No. 55

* (olden (‘asket” there werc ten prizes won
bx ten different ¢ Black Cat Syndicates.”
Taking the number of investors as 100,000,
there should have been at least 1,250 Black
Cat Syndicates.”

In view of the explanation I have given, I
think that the hon. member will admlt that
he has not got any case requiring inquiry.
The Auditor- {Goneral has been right through
the “ Golden Casket” results, and has dealt
with every portion of the sub]pcf and hon.
members will have every opportunity of
seeing his report when it is laid on the table
of the House.

At 1248 p.m.,
The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. KELSO (Vundah): T think the discus-
sion this morning emphasises the fact that it
is still more necessary since the last debate
took place that in the interests of the public
there should be an inquiry into this matter.
What object can the Government have in
refusing to consent to an Inquiry by a com-
mittee oomposed of members from both sides
of the House? It would show the public that
Parliament wants to sift the matter to the
very bottom; and, if such a committee pre-
senis a favourable report, the public will be
satisfied. I do not take any interest in the
“ GQolden Casket,”” but this particular institu-
tion has gone inte such large figures that, in
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‘the interests of the public, the charges should
b2 inquired into. The proposed committee
should be charged with the power to inquire
into all the pessibilities for leakage. It is
quite true, as the Minister says, that an
auditor is constantly in attendance, but it is
absolutely impossible to find things that are
not put down there. An auditor can only
audit what is put in front of him. His audit
might be on a certain line, and from that he
might follow things up and find out whether
there have been any leakages, but an
auditor, as a rule, can only audit the matters
put before him; that is, as to the actual cash
passing through. This discussion shows con-
clusively that, in the interests of the * Golden
Casket” itself, and in the interests of the
committee which 1s running the ¢ Golden
Casket,” there should be an impartial and
indspendent inquiry. The Home Secretary
said a few minutes ago that an inquiry by
public servants was instituted some time ago,
and those officials made certain recommenda-
tions, I am not going to say that those
gentlemen did not make a searching inguiry—
I am not going to find any fault with their
recommendations—but things have come out
which have caused a feeling of unrest on the
part of the public who patronise the ¢ Golden
Casket.” It secems to me that the simplest
way of quieting that unrest—if the arguments
put forward by hon. members on the other
side, including the Minister, are correct—is
to have an independent inquiry by a com-
mittee, consisting rnot of representatives from
one side of the House only, but of repre-
sentatives of both sides. Then we shall get
finality.

There is one question I would like to ask
on that matter. I have made inquiries, and
I believe I am correct in saying that what
is known as a balance-sheet—really a state-
ment of receipts and expenditure—of the
*“ Golden Casket” funds has not been pub-
lished. I have not seen it.

Hon. M. J. Krrwax: It is given in the
Auditor-General’s report.

Mr. KELSO: I am not talking about the
information which is given ‘to this House.
Since this is a public matter, one cannot
have too much publicity on the doings of
those who are running the concern. If there
is nothing to conceal, there is no reason why
such a statement should not be published;
but I think T am right in saying that it has

. not appeared in the metropolitan press.
From time to time we hear people saying,
“Tt is a funny thing that a balance-sheet
is never published in the press.” If the
“ Golden Casket” people wish to allay public
suspicion—and the matter has arrived at that
stage where there is suspicion—then this
should be done. The committee should pub-
lish a statement of receipts and expenditure
from time to time.

The suggestion has been made that it is a
terrible thing to criticise the ¢ Golden
Casket” because the whole of the Hospitals
vote and the Maternity Hospitals vote hang
on the “ Golden Casket.”” To say that the
people of Queensland would not be in a
position to attend to the sick poor of the
community if the “ Golden (asket” were to
go out of public favour and the people did
not take tickets in them, is one of the
poorest arguments I have ever heard, Prior
to the establishment of the ¢ Golden Casket”
money could be found for that purpose, and I
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believe that, if the ‘ Golden Casket” were
wiped out to-morrow, the people of this
community would cheerfully find the money
to keep the hospitals going, and other
humanitarian legislation which is from time
to time introduced into this Chamber.

I am not interested in the * Golden
Casket,” but I am not finding fault with
the class of people who favour it as
a means of finding money for the hospitals.
The majority of the people are in favour
of it. The inajority of members of this
House are in favour cf it. Seccing that
it has such widespread ramifications, the best
thing for all concerned is that a committee
should be appointed of representatives from
both sides of the House to go intoc the
matter, and I am certain that, when their
report came out, it would show any loop-
holes which are possible.

I want to take this opportunity of referring
to a statement by the Home Secretary on the
last occasion when this matter was dis-
cussed. It just shows that all the informa-
tion we get is not reliable. The hon. gentle-
man was asked if the prizes referred to by
the hon. member for Wynnum had been paid
twice, and he said that there had been irre-
gularities but that there was no suspicion
of defalcation. The Home Secretary was
perfectly right in saying what he did. He
only gave hon. members the information
which was handed to him. What I want to
know is why that information was given to
him. It was evidently not correct, because
certain prosecutions have since taken place.
These facts show the tone of the answer con-
veyed to hon. members by the Home Secre-
tary. They show that the management must
have known at the time of these defalca-
tions. Two men were subsequently prose-
cuted, and I want to know why the manage-
ment told the Home Secretary, when the
Home Department’s Estimates were under
discussion, that there was no suspicion of
defaleation at all when these men had at
that time been detected of fraud and were
afterwards prosecuted. The public ars got-
ting a little bit restive about the ¢ Golden
Casket.” The Government would be well
advistd to have the inquiry as suggested.

~Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The elabora-
tion by the hon. member for Wide Bay on
this motion is about as ridiculous as its
presentment. A certain part of the motion
contains the words, “I have in my posses-
sion definite and irrefutable proof”’; and
the hon. member goes on to say that the
 definite and irrefutable proof ”’ shows “ an
apparent irregularity.” This motion only
serves to provide a sample of the combined
literary ability of the Opposition, and that
in itself defeats the motion in its own terms.
The hon. member for Wide Bay has neither
proved the irrefutability of the apparent,
whatever that may be—nor has he proved
the apparentness of the irrefutable—what-
ever that is. (Laughter.) The attacks on
the “Golden Casket” can be answered in
two lines—that #£2,500,000 have gone through
the “ Golden Casket,” and the total irregu-
Jarities amount to only £700. We have no
objection on this side to the Opposition
blooding its pups and exercising its colts
in ** dud” attacks on the Government, but
we have at least to ask them, with the few
shreds of reputation they have left, to have
some facts behind them when they make

such attacks.
My, Bedford.]
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Mr. EDWarDS: You did not leave much
behind you when Carrington scared you at
Mount Isa. (Laughter.)

Mr. BEDFORD: The morning has been
taken up by foolish statements and ridiculous
interjections bv soldier politicians, whose low
intelligence adds another horror to war.

Mr. Kerr: Don’t ge¢t annoyed.
Mr. BEDFORD: I am not annoyed.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to address his remarks to the Chair.

AMy. BEDFORD: I will obey your order,
Mr. Speaker, and.address my remarks to
vou, because I am assured of some intelli-
gence in that quarter, and the same cannot
he said of hon. members opposite. This
discussion on the “ Golden Casket” Iis
generally based on the idea of making
another attack on the Government
variant of hypocrisy, which is the political
stock-in-trade of those hon. members oppo-
site who have spoken. Evervbodvy knows
that gambling is so inherent in the com-
munity that 1t is inseparable from almost
every act of life. The farmer who deals
with Roma street takes on the greatest
gamble of his life every time he sends pro-
duce there, not kro“mg how much he is
going to get out of it: so it is in most
happemngs of hfﬁ Oppmlrion members who
are directors of “ dud” insurance companies
are asking people to take a gamble on insur-
ance, mostly an impossible gamble when it
comes to payment of benefits as compared to
the terms of the State Insurance Department.

Mr. Crayron: Sit down, and let a vote
be taken.

. BEDFORD : We are not going to take
a \ute on a ridiculous thing like this.
(Opposition  interruption.) There is no
“definite and 1nefutable proof showing an
apparent irregularity.” This is the great
literary stuff——

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): Mr.
beg to move—
“ That the question be now put.”’

The SPEAKER: Mr. Badford.

Mr. BEDFORD : This is the great literary
" stuff of which the tremendous abllltv of the
combined Opposition is capable. Thev can
in no c%e point to one particular in the
conduct of the “ Golden Casket” which shows
it to be badly conducted. The irregularities
amount to £700 on a total sum of £2.500,000.
Almost every financial institution in Aus-
tralia would be glad of such a record, and
to have such slight irregularities.

Mr. Coxrser: 3it down and let the motion
go to a vote,

Speaker, 1

At 2 pom., the House, in acconlnnce with
Sessional Order, proceeded with Government
busincss.

TULLY SUGAR WORKS AREA LAND
REGULATIONS RATIFICATION BILL.
IxrriaTioN % COMAMITTEE.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 beg to

move—
“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to declare the validity of cer-
tain regulations dated the thirtieth day

[Mr. Bedford.
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of May, 1924, purporting to have beem
made under the provisions of the Sugar
Works Act of 1822, and for other conse-
quential purposes.”

These regulations were the subject maiter of
a discussion on a previous occasion. The
leader of the Opposition took exception then
to the issue of these regulations, and stated
that we were governing by regulation. 1L
went to some pains during that discussion to
point out that the regulation which had been
issued could have been legally issued by the
Treasury, as the Sugar Works Act governing
the Tuﬂv Mill area contained all the powers
to issue 1egulat10ns such as were issued. We
found it was unwise to set up two land settle-
ment departments. I have been making am
attempt since I have been in charge of the
Lands Department to bring all matters that
rightly belong to the Lands Department
under it. (Hear, hear!) 1 have now
apprecached the Mines Department, so that
we shall not have two or three departments
dealing with land settlement and actually
giving different tenures, (Hear, hear!) That
is a very nhecessary thing to do. I cannot
understand why these departments were ever
allowed to carry on the business of the Lands
Department under other Acts of Parliament.
We find ourselves in difficulties by having
two seleétors side by side under different
tenures and under different administrations.
That is not good. In this particular instance
we desire to vest certain power now pos-
sessed by the Treasury in the Lands Depart-
ment. The regulations will then be valid.
They were not valid—and the hon. member
for Aubigny mentioned that fact—as issued
by the Lands Department, although they
were quite valid if they were issued under
the Sugzar Works Aet, which governs the
Tully River area. The advantages of the
Bill arc that the Lands Department will have
complete control of this area, as it should
kave. The regulations give a liitle more
power in dealing with the basis of rental
than is contained in the Land Act. As I
previously stated; the department thinks that
this Bill is necessary because the Stafe, as a
whole, was spending £750,000 of "public
money in this particular area. The values
that were recently secured for land sold in
the Tully suzar works area have amply
proved that those values do exist. We believe
that the law applying to other areas should
not apply fo this particular area, because
there is a great public benefit put upon the
land in that district; and to meet that
increased value we propose to make the
rentzl 5 per cent. of the capital value instead
of 1§ per cent.. or instead of 3 per cent. as
exists under the present Act. It might be
argucd that we could inflate the land values
to get the same income. No doub* we could;
but it is not a wise thing for the Govern-
ment, the owners of this area, to inflate the
values for the purpose of getting what is
considered a fair return. If we inflated the
value to double its present rating, we would
be immnosing a considerable obligaticn, and
so I think the better method will be the one
now proposed.

We also desire to use our land officials.
That will save expense. We do not want to
create new departmen's. One of the curses
of Governments is that there are too many
departments. You give a man a designa-
tion. and soon he wants a typist and a
clerk, and if vou do not watch him you will
have a sub-department before you can say
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*¢ Jack Robinson.” Branches of my depart-
wment work under the Prickly-pear Board,
which saves the creation of new sub-depart-
ments. The Land Court will also have juris-
diction under the Sugar Works Act. At
present the Land Court has no power to
deal with vreassessments, but the present
regulations give power to the Land Court to
-operate in that area the same as it does in
iany other.

There is only one other matter—and I am
at some pains to explain this regulation
because of the motion moved recently by the
leader of the Opposition—that ic with regard

ta local authority rating. I am taking
the value of similar land, frecheld land,
in that mneighbourhood, and taking the

valuation of that land as the value of the
land in this area for local authoritr rating
nurposes.. Under the SBugar Works Act there
15 no provision for local authority rating at
all. Of course, that was an omission in the
criginal Bill. We are correcting that omis-
sion, and adopting what we consider a fair
valuation, viz., the average value of frechold
land in the neighbourhood, and saying that
that is the value for the purposes of this Act.
Mr. TavLor: And you collect rates?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No: the local authority collects the rates.
This is only for the purpose of the valuation.
The usual system of valuation, of course, is
to fix the capital value at twenty times the
annual rent.

Mr. MooRE: You have altered that.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Yes, that was the original law under the
Local Authorities Act. That did not give
satisfaction.
. Mr. Kwxa: The system which prevails now
is the system you propose.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The councils have not adopted that. We
had a difficulty at Southport because of the
values on the leasehold.

Mr. Kina: You fix the values yourself?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

That slipped my mind. I was in touch with
the Chairman of the ZLocal Authorities’
Executive, and I had to admit that the
principle of adopting twenty times the annual
value as the capital value did not work out
equitably.

Mr. XrLso: In the South Coast district I

* think it worked all right.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
On two or three occasions I have had to
approach local authorities because these
troubles have cropped up in connection with
perpetual leases. Knormous prices were paid
for land at Mourt Isa, but the p:urchasers
did not pay cash for the land. They pay
for the land on a basis of 3 per cent. on the
auction prices. That is not the freechold
value of the land. If you put that land up

as freehold, ths purchasers would have to pay-

the whole of the money, but under present
conditions if the mine i3 a failure or if it
does not turn out as expected, then these
men will only pay a few years’ reantal and
then throw up the land. For that reason it
is unfair to take the capitalised value of the
perpetual leases as the value for rating pur-
poses, That is what has been done by some
local authorities. )

Mr. Krrso: In the South Coast district
they tock one and a-half times the value.

[2 OcroBER.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
They did after we interfered, because it was
affecting the sale of the land. The people
told us that, if the local authority rared
really on what was a fictitious value. they
threatened to throw up the land. That is the
substance of the regulations, and I am only
esking the House to validate under the Lands
Act whst is already in operation under the
Corporation of the Treasurer.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I was very
pleased to hear the remarks which fell from
the Sceretary for Public Lands. When the
regulations were laid on the table we tock
exception to certain portions, and at. that
time the Minister agreed to bring in a
validating measure for the reasons he has
just given. One of the points he mentioned in
particiiar was thin very question of rating.
The point I took in regard to the regulations
as issued was that they were golng back to
the old principle of fixing the value ar twenty
times the annual rent. The Minister has now
declared that he is going to adopt the prin-
ciple in the amended Act, which provides
that the value of freehold land of similar
quality in the same district shall bestaken
as the value for rating purposes. That is
only a fair thing. It was the policy adopted
Ly the Governmeni when they introduced the
perpetual lease syztem which necessitated the
alteration in the method of valuation. At
that time the Government put the very low
rental of 15 per cent. of the capital value on
biocks of land and then they got the amount
they required by inflating the value of 1, »
land. That principle has caused an immniens
amount of trouble in different parts of the
State for the reasons given by the Minister.
That is to say, it created a disparity in:
value between the lands in the perpetual lease ¢
area and the lands outside. I am pleased to
see that the Government have adopted the
new principle, and are putting what they
consider an cquitable value on the land, and
are getting the money required by charging
5 per cent. instead of 1§ per cent. That
policv should have been adopted from the
very beginning, because we have inequitable
valuations in many cther parts of the State
which have been brought about by the
practice which has been followed. I am also
pleased to know that it is the intention of the
department, when a large amount of public
money is spent in any area, to see fhat the
reople who live in that _area pay for the

advantages thex get. That is a definite
principle that we on this side strongly

approve of. The idea of spending a large
amount of money in a certain area for the
henefit of that area, and then asking the
taxpayers to make up the amount of money
required. iustead ¢f allowing the area con-
cerned to be self-supporting. 1s a wroag one.
} have nothing to complain of about the
prineciple which has been introduced in the
Rill, The objection I took when the regula-
tions were published was not with regard to
the principle which it was attempted to
establish but to the principle of government
by regulation instead of by Act of Parlia-
ment. Our. protest on that occasion has been
iustifed by having got a clear statement on
the question and having this validating Bill
brought in. The Bill will make for the better
government of the State, as the Government
will have the whole of the administration of
the various lands of the State under the
Department of Public Lands. I think that
is a good departure. I only hope that the
system which is inaugurated in this Bill will

Mr. Moore.]
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be followed in futuve land settlement schemes,
so that we shall not have any discrepancy of
valuations, and will have an effective syslem—

making the séttlements in which public money -

ix being expended self-supporting. rather
than allowing larg» amounts of money to be
found by the general taxpayer. I am pleased
that the Minister has seen the wisdom of
bringing in a validating Bill and altering the
principis which we said was a wrong one.

Question put and passed.

e ET

The ouse resunied.

The CrARMAN icported that the Committee
had come to a resclution.

The resoluticn was agreed to.

FIRST READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon, W. McCormack, C'uirns) presented the
BRill, and moved

“ That the
time.”

Question put and passed.

Bill be now read a first

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Ordér of the Day for to-morrow.

COTTON INDUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Fackham): In moving
the second reading of this Bill, T desire to
say that the principal object of the measure
is to remove the embargo against growing
ratoon cotton in accordance with the deci-
sion of the Government, and to lay down the
conditions under which ratoon cotton shall
be grown, as agreed to by the representatives
of the cotton-growers. The other principle
involved is that of taking power to make
regulations to bring about a co-operative con-
trol in the industry by making a levy for
the purpose of acquiring or erecting cotton
ginneries, provided that 75 per cent. of the
growers are in favour of that course, as
shown by a poll.

I do not think it is necessary to make a
long speech on this Bill, because it has been
fully discussed already. The question of
whether the Government should allow the
growing of ratoon cotton or not was debated
on the vote of censure motion and on the
Address in Reply, when the cotton industry
received the prominence which it undoubtedly
merits. On the Estimatrs of the Department
of Agriculture, we had a further discussion,
and on the initiation of this Bill speeches
longer than usual were made on this ques-
tion. I shall therefore content myself by
saying that the justification for the Bill is
the unfavourable seasons which we have in
Queensland for plant cotton and the price
which c¢otton has been bringing. I must
admit that this vear both of them have been
favourable 1o those who advocated the grow-
ing of ratoon cotton. Hon. members opposite
have been open and consistent and frank

in their hostility to the measure which
was introduced some twelve months ago,
whilst other hon. members of the same

party were just as emphatic in their ex-
pressions of ovinion at the time that we
were taking the wise course in prevent-
ing the growing of ratoon cotton. I repeat
that the seasons, particularly in Central
Queensland, and the abnormally high price
of cotton have been favourable to those who

[Mr. Moore.
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wished to grow ratoon cotton, and have
to a large extent led the Government to
review their decision. Whether it is a wise
step or not, as I have already said, can
only be determined by experience; but the
Government propose to allow first ratoon:
cotton to be grown under clearly defined
conditions set out in the regulations. Those
regulations are necessary for two reasons.
First—and more important—the Government
of Queensland, in conjunction with the
Commonvwealth Government, are guarantee-
ing a price for cotton which involves con-
siderable risk to the taxpayers; secondly,
the majority of cotton-growers in this State
are growers of annual cotton. On the
initiation of the Bill T gave figures to show
that only a small percentage of the cotton-
growers have grown ratoon cotton during
the last two scasons.

My. EpwarDps: It could not be otherwise.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not going to say that it will be so
when this Act passes, but I am going to say
that prior to the embargo only a small
proportion of growers grew ratoon cotfton.
I have already said that I believe a majority
of the cotton-growers will do the same as the
sugar-cane growers, that is, grow both annual
and ratoon cotton. I make no secret of the
fact—and I have said it before when I
introduced the previous mecasure—that from
the growers’ point of view, pure and simple,
I recognised that there was a good deal
to be said for the growing of ratoon cotton,
and that I was in sympathy with the cotton-
grower in that respect, because, as in the
case of sugar-cane, practically the whole of
the cost of clearing land, ploughing, and
planting the crop was absorbed in the first
vear’s cutting, whereas, the first ratoon cane
crop—which of course was the best—was the
cne which returned the profit, or, in other
words, was the payable crop. Afterwards
deterioration takes place in sugar-cane, and
I am informed that it takes place also in
ratoon cotton, and that is why we have
agreed to permit the growers to grow only
first-year ratoons.

With regard to the removal of all restrie-
tions I want to say that the guarantee comes
to an end so far as 1 am concerned at the
end of the 1926 season. The Commonwealth
and State Governments have agreed to
guarantee a price for the next two years,
and the price has been fixed for the cotton
crop now being planted.

That price has been agreed to by the
Commonwealth and the States. and for the
following vear it will be a matter for deter-
mination. A guarantee has been promised
for two vears, and when that guarantee
comes to an end, if the majority of the
growers say they want the legislation re-
pealed, and they want to be allowed to do
absolutely as thev like with their own, and
desire to carry out an individualistic policy,
I for one will be prepared to listen to their
claim: Dut. while that guarantee exists and
ihe taxpavers of this State and the Com-
monwealth are involved in a guarantee of
a price which is almost certain to cause a
certain amount of loss to the Governments,
then there is justification for a certain
amount of control.

Mr, Erpmixstoxe: Is the hon. gentleman
of the opinion that a loss will still be
incurred from now on?
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. Th> price agreed to by the Cabinet
as recommended by the conference in Mel-
bourne a few weeks ago, and ratified by the
Queensland Government a few days ago, may
possibly involve a further loss. It will be
necessary to incur that loss because the
farmers have to be encouraged to establish
the industry, and at the present time we are
not able to supply a sufficient quantity of the
better quality seed to enable all the farmers
to grow what we helieve to be the best
quality cotton to ensure the best price.
In an endeavour to get the farmers
properiy established the Governments are
justified in taking a reasonable risk. The
risk will not be grear, and if the present
price of cotton prevails, there will be no
loss at all. The loss to date is, roughly,
£69,009.

Mr., TavLoR: By Queensland alone?
The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGULTIURE:

No, that is the total loss. The Common-
wealth Government have agreed to share the
State’s loss for last year, which is more than
half that sum. It is interesting to note the
world’s cotton position to-day. Owing to the
fact that America is now largely using her
own raw material to keep her own machinery
moving and owing to the depredations of
the boll weevil there, there is a world
shortage of cotton, and because of that world
shortaga the Queensland Government are
determined to take a certain amount of risk
in encouraging the farmers in Queensland
to go in for growing cotton. I believe that,
1f the industry is properly established and
prices remain anywhore near where they are
at present, the farmers will be able to carry
on the growing of cotton, if not as a principal
industry, as a continuous side line, without
any Covernment subsidy or guarantee. Mr.
Himbury, one of the officers of the British
Cotton Growing Association and one of the
leading Lancashire cotton authorities, in a
paper read at a textile conference at Wembley
on J0th Juue, 1924, makes a verr interesting
statement about the world’s position of
cotton. He mentions what has been done
in Australia. and also touches on the anti-
ratoon cotton legislation. He apparently
was rather pleased it had been passed; but
the most important part of his statement,
in my opinion, Is that dealing with the
position in America, which is the most im-
portant cotton-growing country in the world.
Mr. Himbury points out that thirty years
ago America grew 7,000,000 bales of cotton
annually, when cotton was one-third of the
present-day price, and he also pointed out
that American consumption has so increased
that America to-day requires 615 per cent.
of the cotton produced. I read the paper
through last night, and took out some rather
important figures, which T think I should
use on this occasion to emphasise the serious-
ness of the position from the British spinners’
point of view. Those figures show the extent
of the commercial crop of American cotton,

and the percentage consumed by that
country—
Amount l _Percentage
— Produced. Consumed in
Ameriea.
Bales,
1901-1915 .. 11,087,000 3672
1921-1922 .. 11,496,000 ‘1 55
1923-1924 .. 11,081,000 | 61%

[2 OcroBER.]
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Those figures show that the utilisation of the
raw product in America has been gradually
increasing. We also find that, while the
consumption of the raw material is going up

in America from year to year
[2.30 p.m.] to keep their own machinery

moving, the boll weavil has been
reducing the crop. The boll weevil in_ 1912
caused a deficit in the crop produced in
America of 3.36 per cent., while in 1921 the
tctal destruction by the boll weevil reached
the alarming figure of 30.98 per cent. of the
total crop. The figures for 1921-22 are also
Hlluminating because they show that, while
the acreage is increasing, the harvest of raw
cotton is not increasing in proportion, parti-
cularly because of the operations of the boll
weevil, as will be seen by the following
figures :—

No. of Bales

Year. Acreage.

Harvested.
1921-1922 .. 31,678,000 8,375,000
1022-19238 .. .. 134,016,000 10,338,000
1923-1924 .. .. l 39,224,000 10,200,000

T think I should mention that more recent
confidential reports from America show amn
improv:ment on the figures quoted by Mr.
Himbury. The increase is due to the
fact that the boll weevil is not so
active, and becanse drastic measures have
been carried out to prevent the spread
of that pest. This action has to some extent
been effective. The farmers are going into
other crops because of the depredations of
the boll weevil, and it is possible that the
area under cotton in America will not increase
ic considerably more than 40,000,000 acres.

When it is recognised that the world’s.
requirement of cotton was about 20,000,000
bales, and that America is the greatest cotton
producer in the world, but that their own
iocal requiremients are ever increasing, and
the depredations of the boll weevil are so-
great, it makes the cotton people of the
Empire sit up and take notice, because 1t
is a very serious position. Mr. Himbury, in
the course of his address at Wembley, said

“Tt is this problem which has so

seriously alarmed thoughtful students of
the situation.”

It gives us a unique opportunity to establish
the industry in Queensland on sound lines
before the “boll weevil has been controlled
and America again becomes a big exporter

of the raw material. Other countries such
as India, which produces about 5,000,000
bales of cotton, and Africa are taking
advantage of the high prices and cheap
labour—which we do not have here—
to establich the industry on sound lines.
Trrigation is being carried out iIn some
parts of Africa to promote the growth
of a better quality of cotton, All the

evidence points to the fact that, if we only
establish the industry wisely, and endeavour
to settle it on a sound basis and produce the
very best qual'ty which will command the
very best price, an industry will be estab-
iished in Queensland of which we shall have
some reason to be proud. With regard to the
general charge made against the Government
of attempting to control the cotton industry
by inducing tho farmers to adopt the bess
methods of farming in order to produce
the very best article, I wish to say that alk

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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Australia has suffered by reason of the policy
that “* Anything is good encugh to export.”
It is pleasing to note a general change in
-that attitude, not only among the general
puble, but with all producers. The Fruit
Marketing Committee in Queensland have
now determined that only the best bananas
shall be exported to the south. That is a
very wise precaution, because it is the
southern people who determine whether we
shall be protected against the black-grown
bananas of Fiji. Other industries arve follow-
ing thai example Only the other day in
Melbourne the Federal Government passed an
Act dealing with the dairying industry, and
a conference representing the producers of
Australia has deterinined on a national brand
for our butter.

Tlose things indicate that other industries
> that have besn established for manv vears—
particularly those industries that ‘export a
lay quantity of their products—are recog-
nizing that anything is not geod enough, that
the eonsumer on the other side of the world
cannot be fcoled a1l the time, and that he
will wake up to the fact that other countries
are preperly classifying, grading, and inspect-
ing their exnc If we are going to keep
our markets and cause thosc markets to
cextend, we must be very careful that we
export the best and nothing but the best.

1 wish to say a few words regarding the
and classifying of cther products to
Justi the anxiety and the efforts of my
department to try and encourage the growing
of the very best quality of cotton for export.
It 1s more than twenty years since the people
of Queensland started out to grade butter, not
only for local consumption but for export. At
the present time there are six grades-—super-
fine. first, choice, second, third, and pastry.
The butter producers rezlise that their pro-
duct must be fully protected and properly
graded. There is no difference of opinion
about that. "The people of New Zealand are
in advance of the people of Australia, and
the Massey Governmens: during the last two
vears have passed two pieces of legislation,
and have st up two important boards, one
dealing with the meat industry and the other
with the butter producers, and power is put
into their hands to prohibit the export of
anything likely to injure the good name of
New Zealand. The time has arrived when
we should take similar action. INo man. mo
matter how much we mav talk about liberty
and individuality, has a right to do anything
to injure the liberty of someonc else. When
that liberty interferes with the liberty of the
people. it has to be curtailed and called by
some other name such as license. That is
why we believe we should endeavour so to
control the coiton industry as to sce that
nothing but the best is exported.

With regard te wool, I have heard the
statement in this House more than once that
“the wool people arc shle to ‘carry out and
determine their own destiny without pass-
ing a special piece of legislation. T admit
that they are, and that Australian wool is
the best in the world. That suceess is because
of the great demand for wool, and because of
‘the fact that our wool is the best in the world.
We are thereby able to get the almost
falknlous prices that are being received at
present.  The wool people do grade their
woel, and there are 847 grades of wool. Three
“factors are taken into account—

1. Percentage of clean scoured wool.

[Hon. W. N. Gilljes.
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2. Quality in spinning counts may range
from 16’s to 100’s.

3. Length of staple.

The main factors are yield,

spinning
quality, and length of staple.

With regard to the grading of sugar-cane I
can speak with a good deal of feeling because
when we have all this talk about doing what
vou like and about ratoonists not being able
to ratoon, I remember that on one occasion
I and my partuers. at the suggestion of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, planted 40
wcres—the largest area of its kind in New
Scuth Wales. The type of cane was recom-
mended by the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany and was known as “ New Guinea No.
147 After we had planted that cane and
worked _on it for two years, the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company dizcovered that it
was something below 5.5 c.e.s.—I1 may say
there were no check chemists in those days.
and we were told that they would not take
the cane. That meant that we would have
to allow it lie on the ground and ror. It was
only beeause of a hit of a bluff and a flaw
in the agreement that we got the crop taken.
Now the mills insist upon a certain de
in sugar-cane. which is quite right.
tinies  went on and as rigulations came
into force the farmer was paid not =0 much
hy the tonnage, but for the gquantity of sugar
in the cane. Practically every bit of cane
grown in Quecnsland is now paid for on an
analysis basis. Therefore we have grading
in sugar-cane and payment according to the
c.c.s. of the cane.

As a result of the cane prices legislation the
farmers have been induced not to grow
for tonnage alone. Some of the | «r density
canes vield the highest tonnage
and while the farmer was paid by
there was no encouragement for him tu _
sweet cane. But to-day, when the farmer .
paid on the analysis and not on the tonnage
of the crop, he has been induced to grow the
very best quality of cane.

The same thing applies to wheat. \Vheaf
is graded. We have ‘‘ prime milling wheat

and  ““f.a.q. wheat.” The samec _thing
applies to copper. Copper is graded into
several grades—electrolytic, best selected.

standard, and blister copper. The same thing
applies ro gems.  So that to-day there is a
tendency to encourage the people engaging
in primary or secondary industries to pro-
duce the best and to pay according to value.

I wizh to say cne or two words in regard
to the provision in the Bill which enables a
levy to be made for the purpose of co-opera-
tively controlling the industry. do not
ihink T need make any declaration in this
Chamber about my belief in co-operation so
far as the farmers are concerncd, beczuse all

my life, or. at any rate, since I veached
manhood, I have been an advocate of
co-oparationr, I recognise, as was said

by Emerson, that there are three attitudes
which you can adopt towards your neigh-

bour. One is to co-operate with Thim,
another is to compete with him, and
the third is to ignore him. In these
days you cannct ignore him. You have

either to compete with him or co-operste
with him. There is a good deal to be said
for healthy competition so long as it is com-
petition. Some people call 1t competition
when there is no competition at all. To my
mind, the best thing is co-operation, so far



Cotton Industry Act

as the primary producers ave concerned. As
I have repeatedly said to people who talk
about co-operation, the passing of resolutions
to the effect that the farmer should control
his own industry does not get you anywhere.
It must be borne in mind, in regard to the
cotton industry, that before complete control
by the farmers can be brought about the
farmers have to assume a very large and a
very important responsibility. Co-operation
cannot_be brought about by passing pious
resolutions or by a magic wave of the hand.
It can only be brought about by the farmers
themselves making certain sacrifices. I
believe that a majority of the farmers who
grow cotton will be prepared to make these
sacrifices when the time comes. If they are,
the change can be made. I intend to take
power under thiz Bill to make the necessary
levies on their crops to enable co-operation
to be brought about. John Stuart Mill
said—

* There is no more accurate test of the
pregress of civilisation than the progress
of tne power to co-operate.’”

I agree with him, and I agree that co-opera-
tion 1s making great strides. When we hear
the complainis of the cotton-growers about
not having co-cperative control, and look at
other industries, what do we find? Thirty.
seven years ago, after the sugar industry
had been in existence nearly half a centursy,
the people engaged in that indusiry deter.
mined to make an cffort towards co-opera-
tion, and the Government of the day passed
an Act of Parliament to enable central sugar-
mills to be established. The position to-day
is that, after thirty-seven years of effort on
behalf of the growers, only eight mills out
of the thirty-scven in the State are Cu-opera-
tive mills, and there is no co-operative
refinery. The cotton-growing industry has
only been established for about five years,
vet the cotton-growers have complained
because they have not co-operative control
of their industry. I admire their efforts at
co-operative control from the start, but I am
Just pointing out the difficulties that other
indusiries have had to go through before
they achieved co-operative control.

What is the wheat-growing industry doing?
The wheat-growing industrs iz essentially a
farmers’ industry, vet there is only one co-
operative wheat mill in the State of Queens-
land out of the nine mills gristing the
farmers’ wheat.

. We come to the wool industry—the most
important and valuable of all industries.
What have the woolgrowers done towards
cc-operation? . What have cattle-growers
done? I admit that the cattle-growers have
missed a golden opportunity, because when
cattle were bringing a big price that was
the time to establish co-operative meatw
and co-operative abattoirs, but they m
that opportunity, or at least they have not
embraced it so far. The meatworks are not
controlled by the cattlemen, as they should
be in my opinion, nor have the woolgrowers,
with all their fabulous wealth, established
woollen mills in this country.

Then we come to the dairying industry,
which has made the most rapid strides in
the co-operative movement: but even the
dairying industry is not linked up in one
State-wide co-operative association as it
should be. I think the next step in the dairy-
ing industry is to see that every ounce of
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butter which is made in this State is made
under co-operative control, and that the fac-
tories are linked up in cne association, and
after linking up as one association in the
State of Queensland, they should endeavour
to make it an Australian-wide association. I
have had something to do with co-operation
in the dairying indusiry, not cnly in Queens-
land, but in New South Wales, where I
managed a co-operative concern for a time.
I did a good deal for such institutions at
Byron Bay, and when I went to North
Queensland one of my first jobs was to
assume the position of secretary of the Ather-
ton Tableland Co-operative Butter Company,
which is now a great success. When I went
there there was only a small co-operative
butter factory turning out a few ewt. of
butter a week, With many others who were
interested in co-operation I got busy, and we
established on the Atherton Tableland what
is cne of rthe finest co-operative concerns in
Queensland, or Australia, to-day. In Queens-
land 93 per cent. of the butter and 90 per
ceut. of the cheese is manufactured by
co-operative concerns.

The bacon industry has not made the same

strides.,  We started co-operation in 1912,
There are now four proprietary factories
and four co-operative factories in this
State.

In the fruit industry one of the most

democratic steps has been taken by farmers
towards co-operation in this State. and that
was taken without any raising of capital,
because 1t was a marketing scheme.
Although there was some hostility from the
fruitgrowers at the first, that hostility is
gradually dying down, and the fruitgrowers
are beginning to realise that the compulsory
marketing of their fruit is a good thing for
the fruitgrowing industry. Not only 1s it
a good thing for the industry, but it is a
good thing for the fruit-consuming people,
because the middlemen are cut out and the
producer and consumer brought together.

I repeat again that I am very glad that
the farmers are making a move towards
co-operative control of the cotton industry.
I was very pleased that the directors of the
British-Australian Cotton Association recog-
nise the spirit of the times and are prepared
to meet the farmers in a reasonable way.
feel sure, from the spirit cvinced by Sir
Owen Cox and Mr. Baillau at the recent con-
ference in Melbourne, that it will not be the
fault of the directors of the association if
they do not either take the farmers in as
partners for the iime being, or malke some
arrangement whereby the farmers can ulti-
mately get control not only of the ginning
but of the manufacture of by-products of
the cctton industry. I believe that can be
broucght ahout. It may not be brought about
in one or in two vears, but I think that the
spirit evinced by the directors of the associa-
tion is very laudable. T want to say that the
association has done good work, and that
some of the suggestions and statements that
have been made by hon. members in this
Chamber and people outside with regard to
a monopoly are not justified. The associa-
tion came here bona fide, and put a large
sumi of money into a Queensland industry,
and in my opinion the deal which was made
br the Queensland Government on behalf ol
the farmers with respect to ginning and the
sale of the seed was the best for the farmern
which was obtainable at the time.

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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This is the opportunity for the farmers
to show whether they can do better. My
advice to anybody is, ©“ If a man is not doing
vour job properly or cheap enough, do it
vourself.””  If the farmers can do better
and make a greater profit out of the
industry by controlling the ginneries and
oil mills themselves, the sooner that
change is  brought about the hetter.
Whether the farmers can do that or not
I do not know. They think they can, and
if they arc prepared to- back their opinion
by imposing levies on themselvss, I think
they will be doing the right thing., If a
cab driver wants to charge vou too much to
take you to a railway station, my advice
is to walk. If a tailor wants to charge you
too much for a suit, my advice is to buy
s readv-made suit or wear last year’s suif,
and he will probably come to terms. That is
my argument with the farmers. “If you
think you are paying too much or are being
robbed by the ginnery or middlemen get
busy and do the job yourselves.” If they
think they are paying too much for the
ginning of their cotton, by all means let
them get control of the industsy and gin it
thumselves.

Just one or two words about the argument
witich hes been put forward with regard to
compensation to growers who destroyed
ratoon cotton. There is in this Bill no pro-
vision for the payment of compensation to
people who obeyed the law. 1In fact, the
whole ides is novel, and in my opinion
suggests a new ethical code—that people who
obey the law should be compensated. Sup-
pose an hotelkeeper found that his rival
across the way was selling liquor after hours,
should he approach the Government and ask
for compensation because of unfair cempeti-
tion? If a man dodges income tax should
the man in competition with him who pays
his income tax ask the Government to refund
a portion of his tax? The idea of paying
compensation to people because they obey the
law is, in my opinion, an unreasonable pro-
position, and one put forward by people who
have no responsibility whatever, but who
seem fo hava the old antiquated Tory idea
that, if the Government are asked fo pay
compensation the people are not required to
lind the money. What section of the people
should be asked to find compeasation for
the people who destroyed ratoon cotton?

Mr. Kirk - You said vou would consider
the reasonable claims for compensation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I said that before the embargo was lifted,
before which harvesting of ratoon was not
permitted.

Mr. Kerr: You made that statement, and
syou have gone back on it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
This 15 the position with regard to com:-
pensation. Just before the ewbargo was
definitely lifted the Press published articles
and reproduced photographs showing large
areas of ratoon cotton where the bolls were
just bursting, and declared that the Govern-
ment were going to allow this national wealih
fo go to waste, and would not permit it to
be harvested. A few days afterwards the
Cabinet met, and in view of all the circum-
stances—including the high price for cotton
ruling on the other side of the world—we
thought it was unwise to allow that national
wealth in cotton to be wasted, so the embargo
was lifted. What was the result? The result
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was that, notfwithstanding the statements
about thousands and thousands of acres of
bursting holls and ratoon cotton waiting to
be harvested, when we immediately lifted the
cmbargo and allowed the growers to harvest
ratoon eotton, only eighty-two growers made
application—they had to send in statements
that thev wished to harvest ratoon cotton—for
permission to do so, and the area involved
was onlv 1,670 acros.

Mr. Epwarpe: It was all wasted. You
lznow that Myr. McConnell had over 1,000

acres of ratoon cotton himself.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The tota] vield was 52,091 Ib., or an average
of about 32 Ih. to the acre. Of course, we
know that it was not really ratoon cotton,
that is to say, it was not cultivated properly.
It was stand-over cotton mersly allowed to
grow till the embargo was lifted, and then
it was harvested. The real point with re-
gard to compensation is that two years ago,
when Mr. (‘rompton Wood was here, the
Government made a declaration that ratoon
cotton would not be allowed, and that so
soon as the House met legislation would be
passed to prohibit the growing of it. Accord-
ingly a number of growers took their cotton
out or fed their stock on it to keep them
alive during th= drought. The majority
took it out and put in a crop which
was under a guarantee of 5d. or 54d. a lb.,
whereas the ruling price for ratoon cotton
was only about 3d. a lb. They either planted
cotton and harvested that crop of plant
cotton, or thev planted some other crop,
or their crop failed. We are not responsible
for the failure of crops; we cannot help

that. We know that very often crops do
fail. Sugar-cane fails, maize fails, and wheat
fails. TLast vear wheat failed to such an

extent that there was only sufficient wheat
grown in the whole of Queensland to supply
the requirements of farmers with seed for
the present year. Because of the adverse
scason the Government had to guarantee
£24,000 to the Wheat Board to enable them
to supply seed to those growers who could
not buy it. The same thing is done from
time to time for the sugar-growers. On many
occasions when the  sugar crop absolutely
fails the farmers are assisted to get cane sets
for the following scason.

Unfortunately some farmers have suffered
because they obeyed the law, but almost
every man who obeys the law obeys it very
often with some inconvenience to himself;
but there would be no occasion to pass a_law
if everyvone was unanimous in doing the thing-
without law. The object of the law is to
compel certain sections of the people—
admittedly a minority—to do something in
the interests of the majority. The people
who obey the law should not be compensated
for so doing.

Mr. KeL3o: What did you do to the people
who broke the law?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
If the hon. gentleman wishes the people who
broke the law to be prosecuted, let him be
man enough to say it now.

Mr. Epwirps: You are not man enough:
to prosecute them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Does the hon, gentleman wish me to prose-
cute them?

Mr. EpwaRDS : You are not game to prose-
cute them.
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member is not game to say that he
wishes them to be prosecuted. I am not con-
cerned about prosecutions, because I have no
desire to prosecute anybody.

Mr. Epwarps: Mr. McConnell lost over
1.000 acres of ratoon cotion. Why. do you
not be truthful ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I do not want to hear anything about squat-
ters just now. The Bill is to give effect to the
rromise of the Government to remove the
cmbargo on ratoon cotton. It contains other
principles, one providing that, if the farmers
56 wish—this must be approved by the farmers
before it can be effective—regulations can be
framed providing for the Imposition of a
levy for the co-operative control of the
industry., There are one or two other minor
matters that can be explained in Committee,
but the main object of the Bill is the removal
of the embargo, It will be necessary to malke
consequential alrerations in the Cotfon Indus-
try Act by legalising the growth of ratoon
cotton, as the Act now only refers to the
growth of plant cotton. The Bill also deals
with the condition under which ratoon cotton
shall be grown. Some hon. members may
consider that the conditions attached to the
growing of ratoon cotton in the way of the
registration of growers, etc., are g little bit
hard.

Mr. Epwarps:
are hard.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The conditions provide a minimum of safetr
for the majority of the growers, who for the
time being wish to grow plant cotton. Those
growers are in the majority and must be
protected. and the Queensland Government
and the Commonwealth Government, who are
guaranteeing the price to these growers, and
represent the taxpayers, must also be pro-
tected. I beg to move—

& .bat the Bill be now read a second

The conditions certainly

time.
Hox0TRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): This Bill serves
lo some extent to end the persecution of the
cotton-growers in Queensland, and to do awayv
with the injustice meted out to them by the
Bill introduced last year by the Minister and

supported by the Government.

[3 p.m.] The Minister has not justified the

introduction of this Bill. He did
not deal with the cotton industry, but he
wandered through the cattle industry, the
sheep industry, and dealt with wool, and
only very lightly here and there touched
on the cofton industry and his reasons for
introducing the Bill. "We know that onlv a
vear ago the Minister who introduced this
Bill said that the ratoon cotton controversy
was only the result of the advocacy of a few
political bigots. 0

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I did not
say “only V5 I said “largely.”

Mr. CORSER: ‘The hon. gentleman said
that ratooning was urged and desired by a
few political bigots. ’

The SpuRFTARY FOR AQRICTLITRE: You are
one of them.

Mr. CORSER: I thank you for that
compliment. We are going to win. The
hon. gentleman lias had to admit that a

confer_ence of cotton-growers suggested the
necessity for this Bill. The Minister has
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probably received a mandate from the Pre-
mier to introduce this Bill. Through the
action of the cotton-growers and the return of
the Premier we are now likely to have an
amendment of the Act, and a relaxation of
some of the extreme penalties and disabilities
which were placed in the Cotton Industry Act
against the growers of ratoon cotton. The
Minister might have said, as he did say to the
deputation that wuited on him not so long ago
to ask for a relaxaiion of the ban on ratoon
cotton—that all growers of ratoon cotton
would have to be licensed or registered.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: Or apply
for exemption.

My, CORSER : He also told them that the
cuarantee would not apply to ratoon cefton.
A provision of the Bill provided that a
reasonable advance might be made from time
to time. I want to know whether the cotton-
growers who advocated ratooning throughout
Queensland are prepared to accept the
adminisiration of this Bill and have advances
made from time to time by one who has
decried ratoon cotton and has said that it is
of no value. There wifl have to be greater
advances made than in the past. The growers
will deinand it as they have demanded this
amendment. The markets throughout the
world show that vatoon cotton is of a much
higher quality than this House has been led
to believe, and that it is worth more than
2d. or 3d. a 1lb. The Minister also told the
deputation that ratoon cotton must be ginned
and marketed separately, and that there will
be a penalty for mixing ratoon with plant
cotton. A good deal is wrapped up in tHat
statement, and we have had only a small
amount of information on the subject from
the Minister.

I would have liked to deal with the probable
outcome of this ratoon legislation. The
Minister has stated during the present session
that th: embargo on ratoon was brought in
on ths advice of experts who were brought to
Queensland to  advise us on the cotton
industry.  That was a very necessary and
usual statement tc make. On page 1579 of
“ Hansard” for last year we find the DNlinister
taying in regard to Mr. Crompton Wood,
who was in Australia with the cotton delega-
tion. that he handled the commandeering
of the Egyptian cotton crop during the
war for the British Government and that
a2 profit of something like £2,000,000 was
made. The hon. gentleman also stated
that a Bill had now passed the House of
Commons legalisirg a grant of £1,000,000
from this profit tc encourage the establish-
ment of the cotton industry throughout the
RBritish Empire. That merely introduced
Mr. Crompton Wood to the Queensland
cotton-growers. That gentleman was a mem-
ber of a corporation which made a pro#it
of £2,009,000 on cotton. That is the man
who guided the destinies of the departmens
and the Minister, as I am going to prove,
and not the experts. On page 1584 of
¢ Hansard” of last year the Secretary for
Agriculture stated—

“The Premier is keeping his promise
now in bringing in this ratoon legisla-
tion. He told Mr. Crompton Wood that
he would introduce legislation to prevent
the growth of ratoon cotton.”

That promise was given before Mr, Wells,
the cotton specialist, or Colonel lvans, the
Empire Cotton Corporation’s expert, arrived
in Australia. There is the evidence—the

M. Corser.]



1292 Coiton Indusiry Act

statement of the Minister himself when
intrbducing the ban on ratoon cotton last

year., The hon. gentleman shows by his
own words that the Premier had made

a promise to Mr. Crompton Wood—the
gentleman who was then the British Cotton
Growing Association’s representative, and
who is now the representative of the British-
Australian Cotton Association, Limited—the
man who made a profit of £2,000,600 out of
the growers of cotton in Egypt during the
war. 'That iz the man who advised the
Minister as to how to make a profit on this
occasion. He urged the Minister to put a
ban on ratoon, and to grow a special class
of cotton to suit a special class of specialists
who wanted to deal with and make money
in Britain out of the cotton-grower.

I: has taken some amount of trouble, and
certainly some expense, at the hands of these
supposed- political bigots, to breal down
thi+ ban and to counteract the determination
of the Secretary for Agriculture to assist
Mr. Crompton Wood to the detriment of the
cotton-growers throughout the State. The
achievement has been brought about to no
small extent by the cotton-growers of Queens-
land making possible the securing of valu-
able evidence through Mr. Daniel Jones
when in Britain. That has made it possible
to show the Minister the erroncous stand
ke had taken, and to prove that Mr. Cromp-
ton Wood’s advice to the Government and
their promisc to that gentleman have been
detrimental to the industry and a restriction
adversely affecting the growers of the State
¢ Hansard * records of the Minister’s speech
in 1923 further state—

“Mr. Wood was so impressed on the
subject that he wrote when at Rock-
hampton the following letter to the
Premier— After conferring with Mr.
Gillies we are requesting him to transmit
to you our unanimous opinion concerning
the steps which we think should be taken
to overcomc the danger of having ratoon
cotton associated with the Queensland
Crol).’ 3

There we have set out some of the argu-
ments which were later trunsmitted to the
Cabinet for Mr. Crompton Wood by the
Secretary for Agriculture, who, acting with
Mr. Crompton Wood, did the persuasion that
was necessary and was instrumental to a
great extent in bringing about the ban.

We know that it is going to be very diffi-
cult on this occasion to get a bite from the
Secretary for Agriculture. We know that
whatever proofs we bring forward on this
occasion the hon. gentleman is going to be
a very milk-and-water advocate of this Bill
o5 compared with the way he fought wus
when we were advocating the rights of the
growers when the principal Act was under
consideration. Although we were subjected
on that occasion to the abuse of the hon.
gentleman, and although it had been broad-
cast throuchout Australia that we were
acting to the detriment of the industry. the
hon. gentloman is not now man enough to
stand up and acknowledge that his state-
ments on that occasion were not justified,
and to answer our condemnation on this
occasion. The hon. gentleman got right
away from his Bill and dealt practically with
every other product that he could think of
at the time.

Before proceeding further, I must answer
a statement made by the hon. member for
Oxley to the effect that I should be more
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certain of my information before criticising
his actions in Britain. I made two state-
rments,  One was that 1 had evidence that
the hon. gentleman left for Great Britain
for the sole purpose of investigating the
ratoon problem, and I gave the Secretary
for Agricalture as my authority for making
that statemecnt. 'The Minister’s statement
in “ Hansard ”’ this session reads
“T might mention when that Cotton
Industry Bill was before the Housce last
vear 1t was supported by the leader of
the Opposition, Mr. Taylor (who gener-
a‘l]y supports the Governmeut) and by
the hon. member for Oxley.”

The SrerErary For  AgricuLroRe: He
generally supports anything that is right.

Mr. CORSER: In fairness to the late
leader of the Opposition, Mr. Taylor, I
want to say that, if there is one thing that
we are subjected to in the country, it is the
veromous and vicious attacks of Ministers on
the hon. member for Windsor. They claim
that he is a middieman making his livelihood
out of the primary producers: that he is
sucking at their earnings, and that his living
is tuken from the wives and children of the
producers because he is a Roma street
middleman. Those arc the expressions used
by the Secretary for Agriculture and other
Ministers when they are in the country.
They cannot deny it. The Minister claims
that we are cna in this House, but why does
he condemn the hon. member in the country
and supports his opinions in the House?

Mr. WinsTa¥LEY: You are making an
attack on the hon. member for Oxley.

Mr. CORSER: I am not making an attack
on the hon. member for Oxley, I am speaking
of the hon. member for Windsor.

Mr. CaRTER: It is a veiled attack.

Myr. ELPHINSTONE: It is not an attack like
you madec on the hon. member for Bundaberg.

Mr. CORSER: It would take a pretty
big “wveil” to cover up some of the state-
ments of the hon. member for Port Curtis.

So valuable is this statement in proving
the correctness of my contention that I will
read it again—

“1 might mention when that Cotton
Industry Bill wss hefore the House last
vear it was supported by the leader of
the Opposition, Mr, Taylor (who gener-
ally supports the Government). and by
the hon. member for Oxley. The latter
gentleman went to the old country with
the one intention of finding out all about
ratooi cotton.”

“ With the one intention of finding out all
about ratoon cefton.” That was my state-
ment, 1t was on that statement that I made
the remarks I did.

The SecrETARY FOR AgricvpTrrRe: Al
about cotton” I might have said.

Mr., CORSER: Never mind what you
might have said, that is what you said, and

you continucd—
“and has cabled out that the ratoon
cotten embargo should be maintainéd, and
he has now changed his view in that
rezard.”
That is the statement of the Secretary for
Agriculture, and it was that statement that
I referred to in my remarks. The other
remark that the hon. member for Oxley
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may have reason to question is my state-
ment with regard to his having addressed the
Oldham Chamber of Commerce. I claimed
that he addressed that meeting, and I say
now that I have the newspaper cutting to
prove 1it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What is
wrong with that?

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member
Oxley questioned my statement.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
always wrong.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has
never been able to prove me wrong or found
that I could not prove any statement I have
made, and I am able to prove any statement
I make to-day. The ¢ Queenslander’” of the
14tk June, 1924, has the following—

“ ADVICE AGAINST RATOONS.

“ At the last meeting of the Oldham
Chamber of Commerce, at which Mr.
Elphinstone delivered. an address, the
question of ratooning cotton was inde-
vendently raised, and a resolution was
unanimously passed strongly approving
of the action of the Queensland Go-
vernmeni 1in prohibiting ratooning as
being in the best interests of the cotton
planters. Mr. Elphinstone found the
opinion general in the trade that
ratooned cottons are distinctly shorter
and weaker in staple, more wasty, and
harsher than annual cotton. They also
contained a large number of short,
immature fibres, the defects becoming
more pronounced in succeeding years.”

for

He evidently addressed the meeting, instead
of being addressed himself,

‘Th# SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE :
didn’t you settle that in caucus?

Mr. CORSER: Because I think it is quite
fair for the hon. gentleman to show that
some of the statements, if misleading, have
come from the Minister himself, and appear
in “ Hansard.” (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Epwarps: That is right. He deserves
to Le exposed.

Mr. CORSER: Whatever the members of
the Oldham Chamber of Commerce may have
thought, I have proved here that every
chamber of commerce in Britain thought
otherwise, but that does not enter into the
controversy I have with the hon. member for
Oxley. That is a matter between the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and myself.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You had
better clear that up now.

My, CORSTR: I will clear the Minister
up.  The Minister would probablv like me
to get on with that before I deal with another
lit'le matter, but T will get down to what the
Minister has termed a little matter, as if it
were too small to mention. We know that
in the agreement with the British-Australian
Cotton Association seed cotton was to be
dealt  with. The growers had made
répresentations to the Minister that they
should handle the ratoon cotton themselves
and not throuch the Association. The Xin-
ister claimed that he is going to handle it,
or that he is arranging under the agreement
for ratoon eotton to be dealt with in the
ginneries.  If ratoon coiton was not antieci-
pa‘ed when that agreement was signed and
was to be banned, why should the British-
Australian Cotton Association have the ad-
vantage of ginning this ratoon cotton?

Why

[2 OcToBER.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Will it be
an advantage?

Mr. CORSER: It will be an advantage in
this way—that they are going to get the whole
of the seed for £1 or £1 10s. a ton. That is a
very great disadvantage to the grower. If
the Minister is going to admit—as no doubt
he must admit-—that it was a wrong policy
to sell the seed at £1 a ton, is it not equally
erroneous to extend the possibilities of profit
to the Association by now giving them some-
thing which was not anticipated then-—that
is, a tremendous crop, with heavy seed at a
price which is too low and provides no
return to the grower?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The indi-
cations are that ihe farmers will come to an
agreement with the British-Australian Cot-
ton Association before the present agreement
expires.

Mr. CORSER: We are dealing with the
Bill, and whatever Senator Massy Greene 1s
able to do in the matter of the agreement,
it cannot influence us at the present moment.
We can only deal with the Bill as we find it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is just
as well to bear it in mind.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister has no evi-
dence to guide him as to what the farmers
may do, because we know that the confer-
erces which have been arranged have not yet
taken place. Certain resolutions which have
been cume to by the Central district growers
have not yet reached Brisbane, so that we
are at some slight disadvantage with regard
to the immediate desires and promises which
are being brought about with the assistance
of that Nationalist champion, Senator Massy
Greene,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
trying to introduce polities into it.

Mr CORSER: The hon. gentleman did
that last year. He referred last year to the
agitation for ratoon cotton as a political
business that only a few politicians wanted.
I have with me quotations showing what he
said. The Minister is not proposing to
finance this scheme to take over the ginneries
—he has not the money—but in the past we
know that he has financed assistance to the
consumers in the city, The Minister has
ostablished quite a number of State enter-
prises, and was always able to find the money
for them; but he says he is not going te
make these ginneries a State enterprise or
find the money for purchasing them; so that,
wha'ever agreement the growers come to,
and whatever the outcome of the conferences
referred to bv the Minister may be, I am
going to stand as an individual representing
the largest cotton-growing district last year
for seecing that the grower gets fair value for
his monev. I do nct know that it would bs
a wise thing to fake over these ginneries at
par or pay for them the money which has
actually been put into them. I think that
a very careful business investigation of the
whole financial position and the cost of thess
ginneries as comvpared with others which
could be erected hy the farmers should be
made befcre any agreement is come to to
purchase them and find the money to pay for
them. I think we should look to the interests
of the producers first, and not be hurried
into anv agreement until they are fully
informed of the financial position.

Mr. Farrein: They have agreed to accept
it as a basis.

Mr. Corser.]
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Mr. CORSER : The Cotton Growers’ Union
have agreed to a meeting with certain associa-
tions interested.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
Rockhampton paper says that the Cotton
Growers’ Union have accepted the proposals

of the Association as a broad basis for
negotiation.
Mr. CORSER: They have accepted the

proposal as a broad basis for negotiation
between the three bodies I have spoken of.
I am quoting from yesterday’'s Brisbane
papers, and the latest Rockhampton paper
which has come to hand by post cannot con-
tain any later news. I may say that the
Premier, in a letter to me, dated 21st April,
1923, indicated that he was prepared to place
money at the call of the producers for any
reasonable development of the industry that
they wished. He said—

“ With effective organisation, you
farmers now have in your own hands the
means to solve your own agricultural

problems. You will initiate your own
proposals for co-operative handling,
marketing, and manufacture. The

Queensland Government has given an
assurance to the Council of Agriculture
that it will finance all sound undertak-
ings put forward in the interests of
agriculture in this State.”

It may be a sound undertaking for the
Government to finance the acquisition of
ginneries by the farmers, and since the
Premier indicated that provision had already
been made for such a purpose, there is no
excuse for him when he says that the farmers
should find all the money.

I am not going to speak at any great
length in an endeavour to prove the value of
ratoon cotton, but in answer to the state-
ments of the Minister, it is perhaps just as
well for me to make a very short statement
in the interests of the article which we
propose to grow under this Bill.

I hold that we should obtain the full mar-
ket value for ratoon cotton. It has been
claimed that there is no market available
for ratoon cotton. On that question, Mr.
Bond is reported thus in the  Industrial
Australian Mining Standard ”’ of 11th Sep-
tember, 1924—

“ Mr. Bond (of Messrs. Bond and Co.,
Litd., Sydney) spoke favourabply of ratoon
cotton and gave instances where spinners
employed by his own firm were unable
to distinguish between ratoon and annual
cottons, or even between ratoons and
‘A’ grade annuals, His firm last year
bought 400 1b. of ratoon cotton from
New Caledonia and found it rather better
than ‘A’ grade. Ie had been unable
to discover that it was particularly sub-
ject to attacks from insect pests.”

At 3.25 p.m.,

Mr. Norr (Stanley), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Speaker
in the chair.

Mr. CORSER: Before proceeding, Mr.
Nott, I must congratulate you on your
elevation to the high office that you now
enjoy. (Hear, hear!) I take this opportunity
also of pointing out, as many other hon.
members realise, that it is a stepping-stone
to the highest position in this House, and
we feel sure that your personal characteristics
amply fit you to fill such a position, which

[Mr. Corser. .
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may be your lot before long. At a conference
in Melbourne not long ago, where the various
Ministers répresenting the Commonwealth
were present, Mr. Bond made that statement,
and at the close. of the conference Senator
Pearce read a cable—this is a point that I
want to impress upon the Minister—that he
had received from the High Commissioner in
London to the effect that, although the 1922
crop had been satisfactory, the reputation
established for Australian cotton had been
prejudiced by the inferior quality of the
1923 coiton. When we had an opportunity
of growing plant cotton we prejudiced our
cotton reputation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
a funny construction to put on it.

Mr. CORSER : That is a construction that
the Minister would not put on it. According
to Senator Pearce’s information it was a
pity that the 1923 crop had been subjected
to certain restrictions, and had not been
allowed to contain a certain amount of ratoon
cotton. This annual cotton had prejudiced
the market and had affected our cotton
reputation on the other side of the world.
Mr. Bond is reported in the press of 12th
September, 1924, as follows:—

“ In his mills they had failed to detect

any evils attributed to ratoon cotton.

In fact, Mr. Bond, when speaking before
the conference, maintained strongly that
ratoon cotton had in his experience
proved to be equal to ¢ A’ grade annual.”
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He

would not pay the same price for it.

Mr. CORSER: We also have evidence
that the New Caledonia cotton realised the
highest price in the French markets last
year, and in New <Caledonia they grow
up to the fourth ratoon, but they must
destroy their plants at that stage. This Bill
is going to permit the growers to grow first
ratoons only, but that will not satisfy the .
desires of the growers or assist to extend
the industry in Queensland. We have several
other authorities to prove the value of ratoon
cotton. The Minister claims that this Bill
has been introduced at the whim and wish
of certain growers’ representatives. In the
press of 26th July, 1924, he is reported to
have said—

“He would not hear any discussion
regarding the sale of cotton and the
British Cotton Growers’ Association.
There was a legal agreement between
the Government and the company that
would last until 1926, and the quesiion
therefore could not be opened.”

M'rc.{ McDonald, from Central Queensland,
said—

“ A great injustice had been done to

the growers of Central Queensland.”

The Minister said—-

‘I will not hear any more.”
Vet the Minister has stated that he met a
delegation of certain growers, and as the
result of that conference he has introduced
the Bill that they desire.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

conference.

Mr. CORSER : This is the conference that
sat on 25th July, 1924. The hon. gentleman
announced to the conference the policy of

the Government. He made that

[3.30 p.m.] statement, and we know that

another gentleman associated
with the Minister as Director of the Council

That is

Not that
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of Agriculture said that, if certain previous
suggestions of his were not accepted and the
farmers wanted war, well they could war
alone. There are several other authorities
who could be quoted. Mr. Daniel Jones
:stated, “ Daily Mail ” of 18th August, 1924
“ That after forty years’ practical
experience he was convinced ‘that in
Queensland ratoon cofton was more dis-
ease- res1st1ng than annual cotton, and
that ratooning, quite apart from the
economy of labour costs, was the best
method under the conditions of soil and
climate. It was grown on bushes up to
eighteen years of age.”

Mr. Heron,
same issue—

“T consider ratoon coffon is a prac-
tical commercial production. It has been
my experience that a better quality and
a higher yield of cotton is obtained from
first and second year ratoons than is
gained from the original plant crop.
But the crops must be looked after and
intensely cultivated.

“ Egyptian cotton will not suit Queens-
land at all, and Caravonica, which has
been grown for some years in Queens-
land, has been a complete failure
throughouf Africa and in South America.
The varieties which are most suitable
for ratooning in Queensland are any of
the acclimatised varieties of American
long staple and the wonderful Tanguis
cotton of Peru”

the expert from Peru, said in

“Those are the statements of certain experts
throughout the world which could be set up
against other authorities that might be
quoted. It is only in the interests of the
case, and in the interests of the whole-
Learted support that I give to this Bill that
I produce evidence showing that we shall be
justified in allowing second year ratoons.

Mr. EpwaRDs : And third year ratoons, too.

Mr. CORSER: According to a French
authority, New Caledonian ratoon cotton
last year brought from 545 to 585 francs;
‘Soudan cotton averaged 510 to 540 francs;
American 510 to 540 francs, and Syrian cotton
480 to 510 francs, the rate of exchange at the
time being 82 franecs to the £1. I mercly
give those figures to shaw that in this
cotton-growing country of
they believe in growing fourth ratoons and
that they topped the market last yecar in
France. I want to say further that samples
of cotton were sent to Mr. Atkins, the
eminent Egyptian expert, who was brought
here by the delegation, and he has informed
us that the samples were good ones. He
stated in reference to the sample of third-
year ratoon cotton, and quoted by me in
“ Hansard ”’ for 1ith October, 19253—

“The sample of white cotton, on the
other hand, is an ideal one for Queens-
land, and is almost identical with the
Durango variety of Upland cotton that
we_intend to grow in this country. It
has a good blocom and colour, good tex-
ture and strength, and has a fibre length
of 14 Thers is an unlimited demand
for thls quahty of cotton on the markets
of the world, and it is a very desirable
one to grow. We would certainly advise
you to keep the seed from this cotton
and plant it out separately, at least half
a mile from any other cotton.”’

My, Atkins, along with Mr. Crompton Wood,

[2 OcrosEr.]
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condemned ratoon cotton. The Secretary
for Agriculture, in answer to our representa-
tions after learnmg of all these thmgs
referred to us as ‘ calamity howlers,” and
said that our action was that of half-
informed authorities who - endeavoured to
furnish information on a subject about which
we knew nothing. That was the answer we
received from the Minister to our repeated
representations on behalf of the ratoon
cotton producers, although our representa-
iions have been borne out by these experts
whom I have quoted.

Then we hear of the commercial value.
This is shown absolutely by a cable from
Britain, and appears in the Maryborough
«“ Chronicle ”* of 30th June, 1924—

“ Mr. Daniel Jomnes, of Queensland,
who is in England in the interests of
the ratoon cotton-growers addressed the
Cotton Association on ratoon cotton and
the Queensland legislation thereon,

“He said the President of the Asso-
_ciation, Mr. Thorpe, declared that the
only defect in the Upland ratoon was
the irregularity of the staple. Samples
were by no means uncommercial. Mr.
Jones explained that the irregularity
was due to the many varieties used. The
growers at present were selecting a
uniform staple. Mr. Jones claimed that
none of the lint was of low quality, and
he exhibited fifteen samples of ratoon
which, he says, the spinners considered
were all suitable to the needs of
Lancashire., During the discussion two
spinners opinad that Queensland cotton
legislation was too restrictive.”

Those are the opinions of spinners in
Lancashire, After defending the Govern-
ment’s embargo, the Secretary for Agricul-
ture admitted that the Government were
carrying out field and laboratory experi-
ments in connection with ratoon cotton. He
claimed that these experiments were being
carried out at Melton and Monal, and also
in the Callide Valley, but the results for
the year were not completed. I wish to ask
the Secretary for Agriculture the meaning
of that statement, which was given to the
press and the people of Australia. No
ratoon was grown at Melton and Monal
when that statement was made, so that the
hon. gentleman could not have been waiting
for the results of the experiments that he
stated had been promised to- the House.
There was only annual cottcn on those areas.
I deny that any one of them was growing
ratoon cotton, During the last few weeks
the crops were pruned for the first time. No
attempt was made last year to carry out
the experiments that were promised to
Parliament,

We know that in addition to the so-called

“ political calamity howlers” asking for
information, which the Minister should have
been able to give and which the Government
should have looked for, quite a lot of growers
repeatedly made representations in 1923 to
the Minjister in the endeavour to sccure the
Bill we are getting to-day. Mr. J. Ivory—

“ regretted that the Minister could not
see his way clear to accede to the
request made at the conference by Mr.
Boyd for a referendum among cotton-
growers for the purpose of ascertaining
whether they desired a continuance of
ratoon cotton. Mr. Boyd was firmly of
the opinion that a referendum would

My, Corser.]
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disclose an almost overwhelming ma-
jority in favour of ratoon.”

Mr. Boyd, by the way, is a grower in the
Burnett district.

Those statements were made by growers
to the Minister, yet he states that a few
political bigots and calamity howlers are
responsible for this controversy. For our
own protection I think it is only fair to
disclose these facts. We have not access
to the press, as has the Minister,

T shall give one cxample of the value of
ratoon cotton, because I consider it is going
tc play a big part in our industry, At the
present the Minister is going to deal with
rafoon cotton in a way quite different {rom
plant cotton. The hon. gentleman is giving
no guarantee under this Bill. An advance
is proposed, bub there may or may not be
an advance. Mr. Daniel Jones, according to
a cable appearing in the Brisbane press of
27th June, 1924, states—

¢ Liverpool Cotton Association reports
having sold two bales of Queensland
ratoon cotton at 174d. per lb. bearing out
valuation of sample at 1d. to 2d. above
American middling. American middling
quoted Thursday at 16.95d. a lb.”

With these proofs in our hands we must
take this opportunity still further to
strengthen the case for the growing of ratoon
cotton which nature has made possible in
Australia. It is an asset which Providence
has given us. We must impress again and
again on the. Minister the justice of pre-
venting producers securing the reward made
possible by cur climatic conditions. In all the
statements that the Minister has made he
refers to the uneven staple of ratoon cotton.
Tt is just the sams in the case of plant cotton
because of the bad seed we ave using, and
this will continue until we secure Durango
seed. In support of that statement I wish
to quote what Colonel Evans said, as re-
ported in the “ Gayndah Gazette” of 4th
Meay, 1923—

“The conly variety we have which is
likely to give 1i-inch staple is Dur-
ango, and it is not proved that this
variety will give l-inch staple year in
and vear out over the whole cotton belt.
Regarding the ordinary Queensland
seed : A few plants will give a staple of
14 inch, but the great propertion is very
much lower than this, and sometimes
is Z-inch and even less.”

All the opponents of ratoon cotton state
that it is not of even staple and there is
Colonel Evans, the representative of the
Empire Cotton Corporation and paid by

them, advising the Australasian Govern-
ment
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He is

not paid by the Empire Cotton Corporation,
but by the British Cotton Association.

Mr. CORSER: I repeat he is paid by the
Empire Cotton Corporation. Colonel Kvans
points out that cotton grown from seed pro-
vided by the Government will not grow a
staple of mere than g-inch—probably less,
and the guarantee is for cotton with a 1}-inch
skaple.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
guarantee does not specify any length now.

Mr. CORSER: That is so. The Minister
has claimed credit to himself and his Go-
vernment for the establishment of this cotton
industry. He says the industry is due to the

[Mr. Corger.
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State Government alone, and we should not
abuse them. I claim that the cotton industry
has been established in Queensland because
of the shortage of cotton in the world. It
has been ecstablished in countries where a
Labour Government has never been in power.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Without
a guarantee?

Mr. CORSER: Without a guarantee. The

Minister claims that his Government are
responsible. I claim that the conditions are
responsible. “The Cotton Farmer and
Dairyman' has this to say—

The SECREFARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who
runs that paper?

Mr. CORSER: The growers of cotton.

This is what that paper of Ist July, 1924,
says—

“ The possibility of a federation of
cotton growers in Australia with mem-
bers of the co-operative cotton market-
ing associations in the United States of
America was suggested by W. M.
Hughes, who was Prime Minister of Aus—
tralia during the world war and who
recently visited the offices of ths Ameri-
can Cotton Growers Exchange in Dallas,
Texas.

“ No Government can go on for ever
with this plan. However, according to
Mr. Hughes, he thinks that growers’
organisaticns should take over their own
industry

“ Former Prime Minister Hughes was
responsible for the introduction of
cotton-growing in Australia at the time
he was Prime Minister of the Country.
—*Cotton Association News.” ”

They claim that W. M. Hughes was the first
to advocate cotton-growing in this country.

The Rockhampton *“ Evening News” claims
that it is a calamity that Labour happened
to be in office when the cotton shortage
obtained and gave Queensland the oppor-
tunity of getting in. Had Queensland bcen
administered by another Government during
this shortage, we would have had an oppor-
tunity of introducing a Bill which would
have meant a vast expansion of the industry
as compared with that which has been
brought about.

Then we have the prospectus of the British-
Australian Cctton Association, which claims
the neceszity, and the Australian Prime
Minister hzs recently  emphasised it, of
growing cotton within the FEmpire Iin
order to make the Empire more self-
contained. That shows that the Common-
wealth bas played a part in the matter, but
the Minister is loath to give credit to anyone
clse. Tt is only fair on my part to have
read these opinions of cotton-growers, which
will show the Minister that there are some
considerations for them as well as for the
Government of Queensland.

Mr. FarmeiL: The Rockhampton *° Even-
ing News’ is no great authority.

Mr. CORBER : The Rockhampton * Even-
ing News” has been helpful in the matter.

Mr., Fiarrein: The Rockhampton ¢ Morn-
ing Bulletin”” is the morning paper.

Mr. CORSER: The “ Morning Bulletin’-
is the morning authority and the ‘‘ Even-
ing News” is the evening authority.

Now we come right back to the agree-
ment, which is one of the great factors
contributing to the loss to the primary
producer. It is unfortunate that, when the
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cotton-grower has sent in_his cotton, 'he has
fost all right to the stock foods which are
contained in the offal after the lint 1s
extracted. and also to the oil. 'That is the
reason why there should be complete control
by growers themselves. If the Minister will
honestly consider the desives of growers—
even without this Bill—for control by them-
selves, so that they may handle their pro-
duct, as advocated by us when the Bill was
introduced last year, then and not till then
shall we get the satisfacticn among cotton-
growers in Queensland which is essential
in ihe interests of the industry, As we have
more competition it will be necesssry for us
to create a greater confidence in those who
are encaced in the industry. In traveiling
- through a great part of the State with
Mexsrs, (rompton Wood, Parker, Huarding,
Crawford Vaughan, and other members of
the delegation. it was very disappointing to
a large assemblage of cotton-growers in mr
district when Mr. Crompton Wocd made
known that ratcon cotton-growing svas not
t0 be permitted in Cuecnsland, and that he
had it on the suthority of the P’remier and
the Secretary for Agriculture that a Bill
was going to be introduced to prohibit ratoon
cotton-growing in the State. 1t was a very
dark night to those people, and it meant a
very much reduced yield of cotton in that
arean as well as a great set-back in the
industry.

Mr. Atkins, the Egyptian cotton cxpert
who is employed by the Government, gave a
strong opinion against ratoon cotton. He
had previously been againsi the growing of
<otton in white countries, but had relin-
<uished that opinion.

It is not fair for the British-Australian
Lotton Association to claim that Messrs.
Crawford Vaughan and others were wrong in
objecting to the growing of ratoon coiton,
because the Association brought them here
and thoy spoke on behalf of the Association.
1 say, from my experience and the evidencs
which I have heard myself, that My
Crompton Wood and his Association, which
fcllowed his opinions, are to blame for the
ban on ratoon cotton; and the Government
blundered in allowing themselves to hbe bull-

dozed by people who came here from
abroad and knew nothing about our
conditions. Over-onxious . they may have
been, cotton spinners zi they were. They

got hold of our Minister, who sided with
gentlemen from abroad and threw over tha
interests of the producers here. Now the
Government want 1o get out of the difficuliy
by saying that they listened to experts—
experts who were paid for the advice tHey
gave, but who we Lknow represented the
interests of middlemen on the other side, the
biggest men on  the Liverpoel Cotton
Fxchange; and Mr. Crompton Wood and
other members of the delegation and their
representatives here and the Minister ave
guilty of the trouble which has eventuatad
from the ban imposed on ratcon cotten by
the Act passed last year. I am pleased to
see  this amending legislation—pleased to
know that cven a few pclitical bigots, as
the Minister would term thema, who were
alleged to know nothing abeut ratoon cotton-
growing, have the farmers behind them, atd
that tegethor thos» parties have been able to
induce the Government to amend the law and
give ratoon cottenn the chancs which it
deserves.

OrposiTion MgeuBERS : Hear, hear!
1924—4 L

[2 OcToBER.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxzley): I am glad
io have the opportunity which this second
reading debate affords of giving a few
impressions with regard to this question
cained as a result of investigations which I
was privileged to make in Lancashire. I
want to say at the opening of my remarks
that I bave at all stages on this cotton busi-
ness taken up an attitude which is not
dictated by party consideration, and just to
remind the House what my attitude was when
the cotton legislation was oviginally intro-
Guesd I propose ro read a short extract from
my remarks on that occasion—

“ T have encdeavoured to throw what I
believe to be a few additional lights on
this question because should be
intensely vexed if it devcloped into a
mere party question that would tind to
stop the development of such an impor-
tant industry. The question should be
capable of solution, and, if the grower,
who is seized with the advisability and
necessity of growing ratoon cotton, were
able to view the question from the broad
Empire point of view, I think if could
be solved. If his contention is correct,
the time will undoubtedly come when
his arguments will be substantiated; but
sceing that we are on the threshold of
what promises to be one of our most
important primary productions, this is
not the time to indulge in party argu-
ments of a corflicting nature which are
going to destroy the confidence of our
prospective buyers.”'

That malkes the position clear, and the only
diffzrence to-day is that we have had twelve

months’ experience of what can or cannot
be done in Quecnsland. If it has been
demonstrated by that experience that

Queensland is unable to grew annual cotton
in any quantity that is worthy of considera-
tion, of course the whole position must be
vegarded from au entirely different view-
point; but personally I am by no means
vot satisfied that Qucensland cannot grow
annual cotton in the quantities which are
veguired  That has yet to be proved.
Nevertheless [ think that an important work
of this nature can be carried on successfully
cnly with the co operation of the growers,
and it is no use for the growers to be in
confliet with the Government, the one work-
ing avainst the other. The only prospect we
have of making cotton production of the
importance which we anticipate it will reach
lies in the possibility of placing before all
concerned the arguments whichi are available
from different parts of the world, so that
we may digest and benefit by them.

I am not a party in any shape or form to
the attacks which are liable to be made and
have been made on the British-Australian
Cotton Association, or on Mr. Crompton
Wood, or Mr. Harold Parker. What I have
heard in other parts of the world absolutely
confirms, in my mind, the wisdom of the
remarks which they made, and which have
been acted upon by the Government in regard
to a country which is setting out to achieve
for itself an important position amongst the
cotton-growing countries of the world. It
may be that our recent experiences of local
conditions cause one to modify that advice
to a certain extent. I presume that is what
we are doing in introducing this measure;
nevertheless I do contend that the advice
which our experts have tendered to the
Government, in view of their experience of
cotton-growing in other parts of the world,

Mr. Elphinstone.)
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is well founded. Nothing is easier than to
work up an agitation at this end, because
an Australian does not like being compelled
to do anything. We like to be a law unto
ourselves, and therefore, when legislation is
introduced which is compulsory or man-
datory, there is the natural resentment by
the person to whom it applies, and it is very
easy to work up an agitation on that account.
But that does not assist us at all in estab-
lishing our case. The cutstanding question
of importance seems to be whether we are
simply going to repeat Queensland’s experi-
ence of years ago, and take advantage of the
temporary shortage of cotton, as was the
scase during the American Civil War, when
conditions there absolutely dislocated the
supply of cotton to the world, and which gave
us an opportunity of entering the ficld as a
serious cotton-grower, or whether we are
going to frame @ policy that will establish us
in the world as a permanent cotton-growing
country. the arguments have to be
studied with those two possible positions in
mind. In determining our policy we have to
study one or the other of those two objects,
because, as the Minister points out, if the
success is only to be temporary, there is no
justification whatever in calling upon the tax-
payers to continue to make coniributions to
the establishment of cotton-growing in Queens-
land. The only justification that we have
for spending this £69,000—that is the amount
expended to date—is by impressing upon the
taxpayers that by this early assistance in the
difficult problem of production there will be
established what is going to be a very profit-
able primary production. But if this is only
going to be temporary, and we are merely
going to repeat what we did under the con-
ditions operating during the American Civil
War, I argue that the Goverument have no
justification whatever in spending this money.
Another very important point is this: Cotton-
growing has been seized upon by many of
us as a means whereby we can give intending
settlers in Queensland an opportunity of
earning a livelihood. Most of our produc-
tions here are curbed so far as their develop-
ment is concerned by reason of the fact that
we cannot go beyend the internal consuming
powers of Australia. Cotton is one of those
productions that provides us with an oppor-
tunity of looking to the world’s markets;
and, if that is so, as we believe, then we
must determine what our policy is going to
be, because we propose to spend large sums
of money on land developmental work, in
connection with which cotton-growing Is
going to play an important part.

T made very exhaustive ingniries whilst I
was in England, not in regard to any fulfil-
ment of what has been deseribed as a mission,
but simplv becaunce this matter struck

me as being so important that,

[4 p.m.] if one was privileged to visit parts

of the world where knowledge so
far as the consumer is concerned was avail-
able, it was incumbent on me to take advan-
tage of every opportunity of learning what
was the viewpoint over there. Amongst the
gentlemen and bodies whom I had the oppor-
tunitv of discussing this matter with were—
The Chairman of Liverpool Cotton
Association ;
Mr. Hugh Calvert, of Calvert and Sons,
the Egyptian cotton brokers;
Ashton Brothers and Co., Ltd., one of
the biggest cotton-mill owners in
Oldham ;

[Myr.  Elphinsione.
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Manager, Mutual Mills, Heywood;
Lord Emmott, who has big interests im
the cotton industry in Oldham;

R. H. Jackson, Chairman of the British
Empire Cotton Corporation;

Sir G. Needham;

E. Platt, whose name is asscciated with
cotton machinery ;

Sir Edward Stockton;

Sir Chas. Macara; |

Sir Arthur Howarth;

President, Manchester Chamber of Coim-
meree ;

T. Garnett, who was the rcpresentstive
of the cotton interests in Lancashire,
and visited Qu:censtand in 1911 and
exhaustively roported on the possi-
bilitics of cotton-growing in Queens-
land ;

W. M. Howarth, Fine Spinters; *

J. Thorpe, Manchester Cotton .Associa-
tion ;

Mr. Himbury, Managing Dircctor; and

Mr. Oldfield, Sceretary, of the British
Cotton Growing Association.

These are a few of those with whom I had
the pleasure of coming into active personal
coutact and seeking their advice in regard
to extending cotton production in a young
country like Queensland. My meeting those
gentlemen and bodies was not simply to
bolster up the contention that ratoon cotton
must of necessity be eradicated entirely from
our programme, but to find out whether we,
as a responsible body of public men, were
justified in condemning ratoon cotton abso-
lutely, or whether we should listen to the
arguments which the growers had so forcibly
advanced as to the necessity and advisability
of growing ratoon cotton. I did not in any
speech that I delivered cver attempt to direct
attention to or make any definite statement
in reference to ratoon cotton.

In the speech which I made to the members
of the Chamber of Commerce in the Oldham
Town Hall I did not mention the subject
of ratooning. I purpesc placing on the table
of the House a copy of my speech on that
cecasion so that any hon. member who is
sufficiently interested can read exactly what
I did say; it is too long for me to read now,
as it runs into two columns. Those who are
sufficiently intsrested to study and read it
will do me the justice nf saying that my one
object in meeting that body was to advocate
Queensland’s  cause as a cotton-growing
country. During my specch I did not make
the slightest reference to ratoon cotton, but
after my speech certain questions wers
asked. Amongst the speeches then delivered
was the one by Mr. R. H. Jackson, Chafr-
man of the British Empire Cotton Growing
Corporation. That gentleman is thus
reported—

“My. R. H. Jackson spoke of ratoon
cotton which was inferior cotton. It was
necessary that such cotton should not be
sent out. The cotton belt should be
properly cleaned up ecach season. He
admitted Queensland cotton was good
and was well worth the extra 2d. per lb.
The whole matter, however, turned on
what the world’s price was going to be,
and could the guality be kept un to
pitch. He hoped that cotion would be
maintained at a high standard. because
Queensland was a promising field.”
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An outcome of that was a discussion amongst
those present in which I did not take any
part, and the chairman and secretary were
nstructed to prepare a resolution with a
request that it be forwarded to the autho-
rities in Queensland expressing an opinion
of what undoubtedly was a representative
meeting of cctton spinners on the question of
ratooning.

At 45 pm.,

The SpraxeR resumed the chair.

Mr. ELPHINSTONT : That resolution was
the one that was cabled out. I did not
even see the resolution. T had no hand w hat-
ever in thc making of it. It simply hap-
pened that after my speech those people
recognised that Queensland had some promiss
with regard to its cotton production, and
thelefore they as old hands, knowing what
cotton was needed, thought they were ]ustl-
fied in giving some advice to a young
ceuntry as to what should and should not
be done.

The ge‘ncml information that one gleaned
from all one’s investigations was that Queens-
land should grow only the best.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr., ELPHINSTONLE : That was the out-
standing inference that one gathered. The
advice was really unnecessary to one coming
from Qucensland. What better example
could one have than Queensland wool, which,
by the application of investigation, money,
and science, has now reachad a level that
causes buycrs from all parts of the world to
come and meet in strenucus competition, and
that has given us the exceptional market
we are enjoying at present? They stated
that should be our objective in regard to
cotton. Here again I want to be quite
candid, and state that I am not in a posi-
tion to say whether Queensland can or
cannot grow annual cotton proflitably. I am
simply saying that these are the impres-
sions gleaned from conversations with those
repre ientmg the consuming end of the pro-
nosition.. We know thero is a shortage of
cotton, and the Minister has given us
evidence as to the present position with
regard to cotton supplies throughout the
world. I do not intend to weary the House
by repetition. I merely want to show that
tremendous efforts are being made to over-
come the world’s shortage in the production
of cotton.

In England, as most of us here know,
there are two bodies whose main mission,

and practically whose sole mission, is to
encourage  the growth of coiton within
the Empire. One is the British Cotton

Growing Association, who are cnabled by
legislation that was introduced in England
some years ago to levy 6d. a bale on every
bale of cotton coming into Kngland. They
utilise that 6d. a bale which amounts to a
big sum, expressly for the purpose of encour-
aging the grewth of cotton within the
Empire.

The SFECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
we could get some of it here.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We should be able
to, and I 1 elieve we could if we could only
aiter the impression prevailing among the
authorities at home as to the lmpmtance of
Queensland as a cotton-growing country. I
want to tell the gentlemen who are defend-
ing the case of ratoon so strongly that I

I wish

think thoy are rather militating against the .

obtaining of assistance from these bodies,
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who have deeply rooted in their minds the
idea that ratoon cotton is not going to be
a permanent success.,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : The other body is
the Empire Cotton Glo\*lng Corporation,
which, as we know, is of recent origin and was
created by the Government of Great Britain
to cncourage cotton-growing within the
Empire and they have placed at their disposal
some three miilions of money, representing
the profit that was made by the Government
out of the handling of the Egyptian cotton
crop during the war. The Empire Cotion
Growing Corporation are to-day spending
large sums of money in the dev clopment of
cotton-growing in other parts of the Empire.

I must admit that, from the many conver-
sations I had with individuals associated
with those two bodies, I gathered that
neither body regards our efforts here in
Queensland seriously. They extend to us
the hospitality and consideration which is so
characteristic of the English people; but,
when  you seriously tackle them on thé
question of applying to Queensland some
of those moneys which have been entrusted
to them for the encouragement of cotton-
growing within the Empire, you cannot get
them to take it seriously, because they do
not look wupon Qucensland at the present
moment as a serious prospective producer
of cotton in any large quantity.

To support that argument I have here the
April number cf ZThe Empire Cotton
Growing Review,” which is the official organ
of the Impire Cotton Growing Corperation.
In that number there is a leading article
headed “Cotton Growing within  the
Empire,” which gives a survey of what is
being done in the Empire by the Corpora-
tion and other bodies to encourage the grow-
ing of cotton. You can read this article
t‘uough and there is not a single reference
to Australia made in it, upportmg my con-
tention that at the moment Queensland or
Australia is not taken seriously in regard to
the growing of cotton. So much did I think
that this called for comment that 1 wrote
to the ‘ Manchester Guardian’ calling atten-
tion to it, and saying that it was rather
unfortunate that in these times, when the
doctrine of Empire was being paraded so
forcibly in KEngland, the Empire Cotton
Growiag Corporation was evidently more
concerned about the growing of cotton by
black labour than it was about encouraging
the growing of cotton in Australia by white
labour. That is the impression that struck
every Auwstralian, and it led to a certain
amount of correspondence in the papers,

Hear,

which gave a slight encouragement that
the claims of Australia in this regard
may at some time or other be recog-

nised. The next article in this official organ
cof the Empire Cotion Growing Corporation
is one dcaling with the extension of cotton-
growing within the Empire, and the moneys
that are being spent in that direction, and
I intend to read three or four extracts which
are most enlightening under existing circum-
stances. It is headed—

“ EXTENSION OF RAmLways 1N TROPICAL

FEAST ATRICA.

““ Reference was made in the editorial
to the great 1mp01tance of the provisior
of suitable means of cheap transport,
without which it is useless to engage

Mr. Elphinstone.]
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seriously in the cultivation of any pro-
duct such as colton, which cannot be con-
sumed upon the spot where it is grown.
The great importance of this matter,
especially in tropical Africa, which,
apart from India, bids fair to be the
chiei Empire source of supply, has long
engaged the attention of the Corporation,
and 1t is very gratifyving to be able to
record that steps of the utmost import-
ance have been taken towards the con-
struction in Kast Africa of lines of rail-
way which will not only make the
existing cotton felds more accessible,
but which will open up new territory
suitable for the crop.”

Another paragraph in this same article
reads—

“Towards the end of last year the
Corporation prepared, at the request of
the President of the Board of Trade in
the late Government, a memorandum
setting out the several means whercby
in their opinion cotton-growing within
the Iimpire could be considerably and
rapidly developed. In this memorandum
they stated that they attached special
mmportance to increased facilities for
transport in tropical Africa, and em-
phasised particularly the need for a rail-
way giving Jinja in TUganda direct
accass {0 the sea at Mombasa, and the
desirability of repairing the light rail-
way at Lindi in Tanganyika. They also
suggested that the possibilities of de-
veloping the Mwanza area in Tanganvika
by means of a railway to Tabora on the
{'sntral Railway, and also of opening up
the potentially rich cotton area of North-
Wiest  Nigeria, should be carefully
explored.” )

Africa all the time! You never
Australia in this regard—

‘““ At their meeting this week, the
Executive Cemmittee of the Corporation
learned with the greatest satisfaction
that the Colenial Office had informed the
Governors of Kenva and Uganda that
Parlisment would be asked to sanction a
loan of £3,500.000 free of interest for five

vears, to he repaid in thirty-seven annual

hear of

instalments, and to be secured on the
revonue  and  asiets  of Kenva and
TUeanda. The greater part of the loan

will be devoted to extending the present
railway from Uasin Gishn in Kenya to
Lauzinga. a station on the Busoga railway
north of Jiwja. This railway sill not
only greatly facilitate the movement of
the TUganda cotton crop, which i=
expected  this seazon to excecd 100,000
bales, but will develop the industry in
the Nerth Kavirondo ecountry through
which the railway will pass.

“The grant of a sum of £50,000 to
Tanganvika has also been approved by
the Imperial Government for the purpose
of reconditioning the light railway at
Lindi and extending it to the coast with
a view to assisting the cotton-growing
industry in that area.

“ This intimation was given before the
change of Government, but it was under-
stood that the pressnt Gnvernment have
endorsed the scheme in both cases.

“It was further reported that tho
Corporation’s suggestions of a railway to
Mwanza in Tanganyika and another in

[Mr, Elphinstone.
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Nigeria had been referred by the Colonial

Office for examination @by the local
governments.
“The Executive Committee of the

Corporation passed a cordial vote of
thanks to the members of the late Go-
vernment for the ready and sympathstic
consideration they had always given to
the proposals of the Corporation, and
for their recognition of the importance
of developing cotton-growing in the
Empire.”
The whole of that shows that the whole
object of these two bodies is to encourage
the growing of cotton in districts where black
labour is available. In no case could one
get serious attention when reference was
made to cotton-growing in Queensland. It
is rather deplorable that the Government and
these two bodies at home have not as yet
devoted to Queensland the attention in
regard to its cotton-growing possibilities
which it deserves

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : We are rather mili-
tating against cur prospecis so long as we
cling to rafoon theories, which, in the pmnds
of the deep thinkers at home, do not give us
that prospect of developing into a cotton-
growing country that some of us would like
to see.

Another point is this: In going thrqugh
the Wembley Exhibition, I think I am right
in saying that in fully 90 per cent. of the
pavilions which represented the colonies and
mandated territorics, raw cotton was _{hs-
plaged as a prospective line of production,
clearly shewing that overy section of the
world to-day where cotton-growing is pos-
«ible are recognising the opportunities which
the present shortage gives.

The obvious deduction which all these
investigations lead ome to is that before
many vears are passcd the present shortage
will "be amply provided for. There is a
great field for expansion in Africa—in the
Soudan, where they ave putting 300,000 acres
of land under cotton, in Uganda, Tangan-
vika, Kenya Colony, and in South Africa;
and, as we have seen recently, in Persia.
All these places are being opened up as
cotton-producing countries of the world, and
therefore the present shortage of raw
material cannot, in my judgment, last for
any great length of time.

The point I now want to make is this: When
the condition arises that cotton production
comes back to normal once more, what is the
position of Queensland going to be? Are we
simply going to be as we were in the days
of the Civil War, and enjoy a temporary
spin in regard to our cotton production, or
are we going to face the facts fearlessly and
appreciate thzt it is only by growing the
highest quality of cotton that we can main-
tain our position as a cotton-growing
country ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: In Lancashire, the
position to-day is such that anything in the
form of coiton will sell. It does not matter
whethor it is annual, ratoon, or bolly cotton,
yvou can find a market for it in Great Britain
to-day, because the market is so absolutely
short of the raw material that everything
which looks like cotton finds a ready sale.

Hear,

Hear,
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That, in my judgment, has caused Mr.
Danicl Jones to come to certain conclusions,
which, to me, are absolutely unconvincing.
If he had gone over there to discover whether
there was a market for ratoon cotton to-day
at a profitable price, undoubtedly the answer
would be ““ Yes,” and that is the answer he
has given. But anyone could give that reply.
If anyone had sent me a cable when I was
in England asking me that question, I could
readily have wid “ Yes, you can sell any-
thing in the shape of cotton; but the point
is whether that condition of affairs which
obtains to-day in England is going to exist
for any length of time.” My answer is,
“Certainly not, because the great efforts
which are bemg made and the millions of
money which are being expended to cxtend
the cotton-growing areas with black labour
in Africa clearly show that the demand
which exists in the market for anything in
the shape of cotton at a profitable price
cannot last for any length of time.” I do
think we would be extremely unwise if we
induced our growers to go in extensively for
ratoon cotton-growing as a
primary
when some of us can see, or think we can
sce, that with the passage of a few years the
conditions which prevail to-day are going to
be entirely altered.

The reason why cotton of an inferior
quality is fetchmw such a high price on the
English market is “that cotton “of high quality
is so dear that those spinners who have
hitherto used nothing clse but what they call
the high counts find that they cannot manu-
facture articles from it at prices for which
they can sell them; and, therefore, thev arve
buving a cheaper article to mix with the
zood cotton, thus reducing the avervage cost
of their raw matcrial. The result is that
there is an abnormal demand for cotton
of low quality and a rather reduced demand
for cotton of high quality, so that the prices
have tended to approximate one another.
The price of high quality cotton is not so
great comparatively to-day as it used to
be, the spinner not being able to buy it,
whilst the price of low quality cotton has
increased considerubly by reason of the
abnormal demand. That is just a temporary
state of affairs, and I argue that it is not
right to lead our growers to imagine that
that econdition of things is going to last
indefinitely, because. as I have endeavoured
tc show, that is not likely to be the case.

The only people whom I interviewed in
Lancashire and who favoured the ratoon
cotton question to any extent—even euthusias-
tically—were the Manchester Cotton Associa-
tion. My, Daniel Jones had interviewed the
divectors prior to my going there, and Mr.
Thorpe, the president, hearing that I was
back in Manchester, invited me tc come
round and see him and discuss the matter,
and to hear what views I had to express on
the subject. They had been convinced by
Mr. Jores’s arguments—I want to be quits
fair and state the case from all points of
view—that Queensland’s policy should be the
growing of ratoon cotton. I endeavoured to
get from them evactly on what ba<is they
grounded their opinions, and I could not
get any convincing argument, except this
The Manchester Cotton Association is prac-
tically run by Oldham which is that part
of the cotton- spm,mnv arca which deals
almost exclusively in cheap cotton goods, and
tPelefow must have cheap raw cotton  The

[2 OcroBER.]
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directors of this Manchester Cotton Associa-
tion are also to a large extent diractors of
ihe Manchester Ship Canal, their interest
therefore being 1o get ”\[d_ﬂuhast er plenty
of cotton from these parts in competition
with Liverpool, of which they are extremely
jealous. Therefore it seemed to me that the
desire of the Manchester Cotton Associstion
was to get as much cotton as they could, and
get it as cheaply as they could, so as to keep
th(\ canal busy, and also give Oldham that
choaper cotton’ which has been the basis of
irs manufactures for so long. As I was
leaving, the prestdent of that body sent me

a pamphlet known as the Manchester Cotton
h sociation’s pamphlet, on reading through
which I notlced this pavagraph, under the
Leading, ¢ Oppmmmty for the Calonics to
Supply Lancashire”—

“ Those in the colonics interested in
cotton-growing are asked to vealise how
vital it is that the greatest care should
be exercised te secure cotton crops of
even running qualities (that is, grade
and colour, sirength and fineness of
fibre, rough or smooth, etc.) and the same
chavacter year after wear. For the bulk
of the trade the staple should be 1 to
1 3.16 in., and longer staple for finer
numbers.  Skould each season’s crop
differ in characteristics it would simply
drive the mills away from these cottons.”

That seemed to be so contradictory to the
remarks which the president had made to
me personally, that on the 12th July I wrote
to him this letter—

“Dear Mr. Thorpe.—Your secretary
was good enough to send me the
pamphlet which your Association issues
and I have very carefully perused it and
am most interested in that valuable pro-
duction. R

“There is one paragraph which I
would call your attention to and that is
the last paragraph under the heading
¢ Opportunity for the Colonies to Supply
Lancashire’ where you deal with the
need of securing cotton crops of even
running qualities.

“ All that T hear about ratoon cotton
leads one to the opinion that it is im-
possible to obtain this quality and that
only annual cotton can supply such,
and it is on that account that some of us
have felt so strongly the importance of
insisting upon the growing of annual
cotton only.

“In view of the conversation which I
had the privilege of having with you on
Tuesday last, I should appreciate it very
much if you will kindly reconcile in my
mind the question of our growers pro-
ducing ratoon cotton, and yet fulfillmg
the conditions which you stress in the
paragraph under review.

“ With kind regards,

“Yours faithfully.
On the 16th July, the Seccretary of the
Manchester Cotton Association wrote me this
reply—

¢ Dear Sir,—The president, Mr. Jésse
Thorpe, directs me to acknowledge the
receipt of wyour letter of 12th July,
addressed to himself in reiation to cotton
cultivation in Quecnsland and to state
that he notes your remarks. Mr. Thorpe,
however, is convinced that it is in the
interests of Quecnsland to grow ratoon
cotton, for not only would it enable

Mr. Elplhinstone.,
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Queensland to grow a much larger crop,

but would enable Australia to more

successfully compete, in the matter of

price, with other cotton-growing

countries.

“ Yours faithfully,
(Signed) H. Rosixsow, Secretary.”

“That is a very lame reply in support of his
-contention, because we have no hope here of
competing with other cotton-growing coun-
tries in the matter of price. Once Africa
comes into its own in regard to cotton-grow-
‘ing we have no chance of competing with
that country in the matter of price. Lanca-
shire and Manchester in particular want
-cheap cotton, and the interest which they
have is to get cheap cotton, and the argu-
ments which are advanced in that reply to
my letter ave inconsistent with those which
appear in the pamphlet I have quoted, and,
therefore, all the advice to Queensland on
growing ratoon cotton must be considered in
the light of the facts that I have disclosed.

Whilst referring to Mr. Daniel Jones, I
would like to say that I met that rrentleman
twice whilst I was in England, and he gave
me the opportunity on both occasions to talk
cotton, and we had two long discussions
on this question, and I was tremendously
impressed with his enthusiasm and earnest-
ness in the cause that he espoused.

The SECBRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: He is cntitled to
every credit for living in what I might call
third-class hotels and deing everything to
save moner. He wa= suffering from an
intense cold, which made one think he would
be more at home in a hospital than fighting
“the battles of the cotton-growers of Queens-
land. ¥e exhibited the most intense
enthusiasm which made one readily appre-
.clate—whether one agreed with his deductions
or not—the wonderful pertinacity with which
he pursued his object, and that which he
believed to be in the best interests of the
cotton-growers  of Qneon uud No matter
what might be the result of the cotton con-
troversy, we shall never forget the good work
-that man undoubtedly has done in calling
attention to the possibility of cotton-
growing 1n Queensland. The * Manchester

Hear,

Guardian,” in referring to the speech by
Mr. Jopes before the Manchester Cotton
Association, made these remarks—

“One of Mr. Jones’s samples from a
shrub in its seventeenth = vear, was
deseribed by Mr. Jesse Thorpe, Presi-
dent, as cotton which Lancashire could
do very well with, and of another he
said that, while it did not appear to be
as cven in staple as anuual, it could
not by an* means be called uncommer-
cial. Mr. F. Tomlinscn, also expressed
the opinion that the Colonial Govern-

ment’s regulations are too strict. All the
cotten of which Mr. Jones had brought
samples, he said, could he readily

marketed in Lancashire. The question,
of course, is one for experts, but for our
palt we rather like the ideca of the
‘Australian Cotton Grower’ that Queens-
land should grow only the best, assuming
that the beqt can be cultivated in large
quantities.”

In passing I wish to touch on the question
-of cotton- -growing in Egvpt. I went to Cairo
and saw eome of the W(r(v\'\éﬂun ootton Belds

L WO nllGs,

and made it my business to find out s0 far
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as my limited time permitted, all that was

‘possible to be ascertained of the history of

cotton-growing in Egypt. It is remarkable
to see those small tracts of land of about
three acres or five acres intensely cultivated
by the Egyptians, TLand is available for
selection on freehold conditions. They have
rot got a Labour Government in power to
prevent a man from ownmg his own land,
but ther buy it, enjoy it, and develop it
thmoughly 'md if one wants an object
lesson in the benefits permitted by the free-
hold tenure, one can see it in the cotton
belt in Egypf. These men were cultivating
this land in a most intense form.

They are parving as much as £200 per acre
for that land. Rates and taxes amount to
quite a considerable sum. The water rate

every year is also considerable

[4.30 p.m.] In spite of all this, these men

are making handsome profits out
of growing cotton in Egypt. This is due to
the fact that they are growing a high-quality
cotton for which they get high prices. The
figures I got there showed that from 1902 to
1914 the average yield was 463 1b. of lint
cotton per acre; from 1915 to 1919, 374 1b. of
lint cotton per acre; and from 1920 to 1923,

18 1b. of lint cotton per acre. Hach of
thesn growers contracts for his supplies with
merchants who come along in the early
stages of the cotton crop. The contracts
last year ranged from £6 to £10 per
315 1b. seed cotton, delivery of which was
taken at the farm. The average yield last
year was 1,063 lb. of seed cotton per acre.
This showed an average contract return of
£29 per acre, but above this contract price
the grower received additional emoluments.
Good cultivation yielded up to 1,600 lb. of
seed cotton per acre, and cven more. The
enhanced price for extra-quality cotton might
easilv reach £50 an acre net. I have a letter
which I have received from Mr. II. Carver,
of Carver Brothers and Company. Ltd., Man-
chester, the brokers who deal exdmlvelv with
Egyptian cotton. This firm has ginneries
in Egypt. and enters into contracts with the
agrowers for the crops. Mr. Carver in this
lettzr says—

‘As regards cultivation, some lands
are sown on the three-year rotation, and

others on a two-vear rotation. The
former is considered preferable, but the
native is naturally influsnced by the

carr'nt market price as regards the area
he puts under cotton. Tt is customary
to plant the cotton in ridges about 2 feet
apart; the plants being 16 inches apart
in the ridge, though it is maintalned
that a better yield would be obtained by
giving the plants more room. As 1"ogards
marketing the cotton, a grest number of
the cultivators sell their crops in the
seed, but if they wish to, they can always
send their cotton to one of the numerous
ginning factories, who charge them a
standard rate for ginning (at the present
time I believe 4s. or 5s. per 100 1b. lint).
The cotton and seed are thf‘n dlspOSCd of
by the owner in the Alexandria market,
or in some cases the cotbon is conswned
to Liverpool brokers.”

There are one or two points in that letter
worthy of passing attention. These ng)tlan
cotton-growers only pay 4s. or 5s. per 100 ib.
lint cotton for the ginning. That is consider-
ably less than the grower in Quecnsland pays
for the gmnmg of his cotton. The cotton-
grower in Iigypt also remains the cwner of
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his seced and disposes of it as he thinks fit.
That letter might contain some information
which would be of some usc to the cotton-
grower in Queensland.

There is one fact in regard to cotton-
growing in Egypt to which I want to call
serious attention. When I was in Calro 1
had the rather unhappy experience of seeing
the conduct of Egyptian affairs handed over
from the British Government to the Lgyp-
tians themselves. The crowning of the King
and other cvents tock place at that particular
time. Through an interpreter 1 tried to
find out from the under dog in Cairo exactly
whkat the general impression was as to this
change of Government. Ons felt that great
apprehension was evidenced by the poorer
classes of the community as to what cffect
the change was going to make. The expres-
sions which they used were all to the effect
that they would much rather be under the
control of the British Government than under
the control of their own high-caste Egyptians,
who undoubtedly would practise again, as
they did in the past, those methods of extor-
tion which did not give the rank and file the
opportunity to live comfortably.

Mr. Grepsox: That is
Egrpt.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is not. When
returning to Egypt I had an opportunity of
discussing with an officer of the Bank of
Lgypt the development of matters during
ihe five months which had passed since my
first visit. He told me that, unfortunately,
the forecast as to the retrograde step raken
when handing over Egypt to a native Govern-
ment was fully justified, because the cotton-
growers had already experienced great diffi-
culty in getting supplies of water which, of
course, is essential to their crops. There
were also all kinds of extortions being made
with regard to rates, taxes, and cotton rates
I shall give a simple illustration of how the
native growers intended to overcome the dif-
ficulty in one particular settlement. They
conceived among themselves the idea of con-
tributing towards a general fund with which
they could buy a piece of land in the midst
of their settlement. They inteaded to make a
present of this to the head man of that par-
ticular district. because he would then re-
quire water himself to grow cotton there,
and they would have water themselves. That
shows how the spirit of  graft exists when
the control of a country is handed over to
Orientals. I hope we shall 1ake a lesson
from it.

not peculiar to

If those people in Egypt are going to be
subjected to this interference in the matter
of cotton-growing, it will undoubtedly have
a marked cffect on the Feyptian cotton pro-
duction. ¥oere again is an opportunity for
Queensland to step in and occupy the posi-
tion held by Egypt to-day, and to supply
Liverpool and Manchester with its highest
quality cotton.

On the Liverpool Fxchange there are two
rings which control the cotton market. The
big one, of course, is the American ring, but
alongside it is 4 small ring with about twenty
or thirty operatives. That is confined solelv
to the marketing of Egyptian cotton. There
we have that small area of cciton production
commanding for itself a corner of that great
Cotion Txchange where its products are
dealt with exclusively, solely on the basis of
cxcellence  of production. ~ And when one
saw the prices being put up minute after
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minute as deals were effected, one saw that
Tigyptian cotton was 6d., 8d., and 9d. per lb.
higher than American cotton. 1t scems to
me that the one hope for Quecnsland, if she
looks to cotton to become one of her
important primary products, is to produce
only the best. If the grower could be per-
mitted to have just a sight of that particular
Exchange and the circumstances surrounding
it, he could get all the inspiration needed to
induce him to concentrate on the production
of quality cotton. (Hear, hear!)

Although Lancashire is greatly depressed
at the moment in regard to cotton-spinning,
those districts which confine their operations
to fine quality goods are busy all the time.
At Bolton and Bury, where the highest grades
are treated, there is no slackness, but in the
Oldhzm district, where poor quality cotton
is manipulated, there is a great shortage of
work and much unemployment, clearly show-
ing that where quality is insisted on one can
rely at all times on a constant market.

I just want to make a few general com-
ments before closing.  One thing that
impressed me on all sides was that, as it costs
just as much to pick, carry, gin, bale, handle,
and shin medium quality cotton as high
quality we should not attempt to grow any-
thing but the very best. . It costs no more to
pull, handle, and market than inferior
cofton.

HoxoUrABLE MEMBEES : Hear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Therefore I argue
that in a country where our standards are
high, we should at all times aim at quality,
because the cost of marketing is so great in
proportion to the gross returns the grower
receives. I do not think we exactly under-
stand here the huge consumption of cotton
in Lancashire, Ashton Brothers’” mill, which
I visited at Hyde, was using 600 bales of
cotton per wecl, or 80.000 bales of cotton per
annum. When you consider that this is four
times Queensland’s total producticn last year
which is consumed by one mill, you see what
big ideas one has to assume in regard to this
cotton question.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE : Our crop
is just a drop in the ocean.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Exactly I spent
a week-end with the managing director of
this mill, and he said to me, “ T would like
to give your Queensland cotton all the
encouragement possible, but I want 600 bales
of cotton per week, and when you can give
me 600 bales of standard cotton of the staple
and regularity that I reaquire, I, in common
with other millowners, will take your efforts
serionsly: but to-day we cannot dislocate
our arrangements for a few bales. Let
Queensland give us quality and quantity and
we will talk to you.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
Mr. ELPHINSTONTE: Another point the

manager of the Mutual mills at vHeywood
sed upon me when arguing in favour

impre:

of annual cotton. One heard a great
deal abount the twist in the cotton fibre,
which the average grower and layman
does not understand: but when vou see

the cotton being spun you do understand
-it. This fine Tgyptian cotton is subjected to
40,000.000 twists in the operations before it
is made into yarn of high quality. and that
is made possible by the highly-developed
twist in the annual cotton associated with
the Egyptian production. The poor quality

My, Elphinstone.]
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cotton can only be twisted 40,000 times, be-
cause beyond that the twist of the cotton
cannot stand -the strain, As all thesc mills
are run on piecework conditions, the mill
operatives  being pald according to the
results, the operatives themselves have a
grcat objection to using these poor quality
cottons, because, if they do, they are con-
tinually rumning about up aund down the
rooms mending broken strandsz, which inter-
feres with the production from which they
get paid at the end of the day or the week,
as the casec may be. Another important
point is this: Lancashire wants cotton in
July and August. It was pointed out to me
on several occasions that at this time cotton
can securc a price perhaps: in excess of its
quality because there is a great shortage of
cotton in T.ancashire in those two months.
Therefore, if we can land cotton in England
in  those two months, we shall enjoy an
advantage perhaps a little in excess of what
the quality justilies.

Many of the spinners and many of the
brokers take great exception to (Queensland
cotton heing confined to one or two houscs
in Larcashire at the present timec.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. KING (Zogan): 1 bzg to move—
“That the hon. member for Oxley be
granted an extension of time.”
Question put and passed.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: 1 thank hon
members for granting me the concession.
As I have said, the cotton spinners and
brokers in Lancashire take strong exception
to our Queensland cotton being handled
through one or two firms. It creates a
corner, and that creates a certain amount of
dissatisfaction and prejudice against Queens-
land cotton. I therefore urge those who are
responsible for the marketing of Queens-
land cotton in future to sce that it is given
an open market, because competition will
undoubtedly give us an advantage in that
regard. We sce how we benefit from the
salg of our wool by the keen competition
which exists among the buyers who come

from all parts of the world to secure it
{rom us.
A GovernMENT MEMBER: You have not

got to ratoon wool.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am talking about
cotton generally. I argue that it would be
wise for us to bear this fact in mind, and see
that as open a market as possible is provided
for our cotton as soon as it reaches Man-
chester or Liverpool.

. One other point is this—and it is quite an
important one: The Kgyptian baled cotton is
a picture to look at. In the first place, it is
much more densely-pressed than the Ameri-
can bale. The American bale contains
approxtmately 500 1b., and the Egyptian bale
approximately 700 1b.; yet these two bales
appear to be the same size. We can see the
advantage of the closer packing. The
Kgyptian bale occupies no more space, is
better to handle, and yet it contains 200 1b.
more cotton than the American bale. 'Then
the American cotton is prejudiced by rcason
of the fact that poor maferial is used for
covering the bales. The Egyptian uses high-
quality hessian or canvas, with the result
that the bales are unbroken; but the Ameri-
can bales are not so satisfactory, and the

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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cotton gets discoloured, which means loss.
Therefore I think that thosc who are to be
vesponsible for the marketing of Queensland
cotton in future should bear that in mind.

I do not intend to trespass on the good
nature of the House any longer, except to
say that any remarks and investigations I
have made have been prompted with one
desire only—that is, to give the grower, upon
whom, of course, devolves all responsibility
in this matter, sooner or later, all the infor-
ruation that one’s independent investigations
can provide. The growers have not paid me
for the investigations I have made, neither
have the Qucensland Government paid me.
What I have done has been with a desire to
find out the truth. I have placed my impres-
sions before the House, and I hope that they
will be useful to Queensland in working out
its destinies as a cofton-growing coumry.

HoxouriBLE MEMRERS: Hear, hear!

My, W. COOPER (Roscwood): 1 have
listened very attentively to the hon. member
for Oxley, and I congratulate him upon
making one of the best speeches in regard to
advice to the cotton-growers of Queensland
that could possibly be delivered. (Hear,
hear!) Iie has expressed opinions which I
myself, not so elaborately, have expressed in
the Committee of Supply, and also when the
Cotton Industry Bill was passing through the
Chamber. I realise that what the hon. mem-
ber has said is absolutely correct, and that,
if Queensland is going to be a cotton-produc-
ing centre, we must produce the best cotton,
so as to enable the British manufacturer to
manufacture the best cotton fabrics. The
hon. member for Oxler also pointed out that
ihe danger to Queensland is from the intro-
duction of methods whereby the cotton-
growers of Queensland may be able to com-
pete with the cheap black labour employed
in Africa. I regret that the British cotton
spinners and manufaciurers are taking the
stand that it will be to their interest to
purchase from nations who employ black
labour- for the growing of cotton in prefer-
ence to Queensland, where we are cndeavour-
ing to preserve a ‘‘ White Australia.”” That
is why T object to the methods adopted by
fhe British spinners, who will endeavour in
the near future to procure cotton at the
cheapest possible rate. At the same time I
quite agree with the hon. member for Oxley
that it is very apparent to anvbody who has
thought at all upon the coiton industry in
Queensland that it is absolutely necessary for
us to produce the very best quality of cotton.
If we are going to do that, as experts have
pointed out time after time that ratoon
cotton 1s not of the best quality, we must
grow annual cotton. It has been shown that
it is even possible for the cotton industry to
be put out of existence altogether by the
growing of ratoon cotton. This being so, I
regret the advent of this Bill. I believe that
a minority of the cotton-growers of Queens-
land—not the majority of them—are asking
for permission to grow ratoon cotton. In my
opinion, ratoon cotton will cost a good deal
more to grow than annual cotton. Anybody
who knows anrthing at all about agriculture
will know that a great deal more labour is
required to produce ratoon cotton than
annual cotton, and T am going to endeavour
to show why I say that. Take a piece of
scrub land with a great number of stumps.
The cotton-grower has to go along with a_hoe
or a mattock or some other cotton-planting
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implement after the scrub is burned off
and plant his cotton. On every piece of
scrub land—1I do not care where it is—weeds
start to grow with the first rain. The co!ton-
grower has to keep that cotton clean by hand-
chipping. After he has grown it, if he is a
mixed farmer or a dairy farmer-—and, after
all, the cotton industry is essentially a small
man’s indusiry—he turns his cattle into it
because it is necessary to remove the herbage
that grows between the rows, and he must
reap some benefit from that piece of land.
Ilis stock trample the ground down so hard
that it is almost impossible to get it free
agair or ecultivate it to any extent or make
it a profitable plot for cotton.

Then we have to consider the harvesting.
The regulations provide that a man shall cut
off his annual cotton within 6 inches of the
ground. Anybody who knows anything about
cotton-growing Lknows that, when you do
that. the next vear's cotton plant does not
egrow up straight like annual cotton, but
spreads out, and whether it is harvested by
dayv labour or by contract, the cotton-pickers
have to go down almost on their hands to
cather it.

M. Moreax:
plant cotton.

Mr. W. COOPER: I beg to differ from
the hon. member. You have not to go down
on your hands to harvest annual cotton, but
many of the bolls of ratoon cotton are lying
on the ground. Annual cotton grows straight
up.

M. Moreax: You are wrong.

Mr. W. COOPER : The hon. member may
say what he likes; I know something about
what I am talking of. I can bring a report
of the evidence of a man who appeared
before the board appointed by the Arbitra-
tion Court to investigate the cotton industry
preparatory to considering the claim of the
Australian Workers> Union. This man, who
grew cotton before hon. members opposite
were out of short trousers, staied that it was
impossible, without going down on one’s
hands and knees, to harvest ratoon cotton.

You have to do that with

I have seen as much cotton grown as the
hon. member for Murilla. The hon. gentle-
man has seen cotton growing on land that
would not be fit to grow ‘“stinking roger.”
Annual cotton grows straight up, and the
branches grow almost straight ouf, and thers
is no necessity for you to get on your hands
and knees to pick that cotton. The only
rea=on I can sce why the growers in Central
Queenslund have agitated for permission to
grow ratoon cotton is because they have
large areas there, and they think it is the
right thing to grow from 50 acres to 1,000
acros of cotton, and allow it to ratoon, o
allow what is known as stand-over cotton
to grow with all its dead branches lying
about. That is a very improvident way of
preducing cotion. It appears to me to be
the lazy man’s system. While th: Govern-
ment have given way to the cotton-growers
of Central Queensland, I am firmly of the
opinion that they have done something—1
pointed this out during my spcech on ths
Cotfon Industry Bill—that will be detri-
mental, and may react in a few years on the
cotton industry, and probably cause it to go
out of existence. What we have to consider
is the market which we can supply in Great
DBritain, and what the British spinners have
to consider is the procuring of the very best
material so as to maintain the quality of
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the fabries they are manufacturing. The
hon. member for Oxley pointed out to-day
that practically none of those spinners advo-
cate the policy of ratoon cotton. This coun-
try 15 a branch of the British Empire, and
it is our duty, as far as possible. to preserve
an industry for the Empire. What are we
doing? We are practically working into the
honds of a few spinners who produce shoddy
articles, and they send out their stuff for
colonial use, and a:k the Australian people
to pav a very cxorbitant price for very
poor material that is being produced in the
cld country.

Mr. CLavTox : Why do we not manufacturs
it here?

Mre., W, ('OOPER: Becausc hon. members
opposite belong to a party who would never
permit us to borrow suflicient moncy for that
purpose.  We have such a deplorabls Oppo-
sition that they prevent us from borrowing
safficient money. (Opposition diszent.) While
the Covernment have given way to the
cotton-growers of Queensland, I hope that
what I prediet will never take place; but
I am afraid that what the hon. member for
Oxley has said will come only too true, and
that within the next few years the spinners
of Great Dritain will say to Queensland,
“You are producing an inferior class of
cotton. We cannot maintain the quality of
the article that we have been producing for
many vears,. and we are not prepared to
take vour cotton.”

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): After héar-
ing the Minister and the hon. member for

Oxley one would almost be forced

[6 p.m.] to com~ to the conclusion that

there does not appear to be any

hope of ever establishing the cotton industry

in Queensland, and that we might as well
allow it to die out.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
trying to introduce politics into the question.

Mr. DEACON: My opinion is that there
is not a great future before the cotton
industry in Queensiand.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
2 pessimist.

Mr. DEACON: I am not a pessimist, but
I like to look facts in the face, and, when
you consider the difficulties of scasons and
marketing, as outlined by the hon. member
for Oxley, which confront the growers, it
is impossible to sce any hope for the per-
manent cstablishment of the industrs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon.
member for Oxley made an optimistic
speech,

Mr. DEACON: The hon. gentleman might
think it was optimistic.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: I simply
state the fact.

Mr. DEACON: The Minister said that
there was no future for ratoon cotton, but
the cotton-growers themselves have said that
there is no future for anything but ratoon
cotton. The growers know what it has cost
to grow plant cotton, and, if they go on
persevering with plant cotton alone, they
will never make it pay. If they do not get
permission to grow ratoon cotton. they might
just as well get out of the industry. The
Minister and the hon., member for Oxley are
in agreement that only plant cotton must
be grown to suit the market. As time
advances and more cotton is grown in the
black-labour countries of India and Africa,

Mr. Deacon.}
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nothing but the highest quality cotton must
be grown, according to the opinion of those
gentlemen, and to attain that high quality
nothmg but plant cotton must be cultivated.
The trouble in Queensland in regard to plant
cotton is that the seasons will not allow the
cotton to be planted at regular seasoms. It
is necessary to plant the sced in spring, but
it is a well-known fact that last yecar, owing
to the season, very little was plantesd before
Christmas. That occurs almost every sccond
vear. Those conditions would not be prolit-
able to the growers, as the cotton planted at
Christmas would be of little use at all from
a crop point of view. Then there arc the
labour conditions. VVe as a Country party
are not in favour of low wages. The cotton-
growers here have to compete with countries
where labour is obtainable at a low rate and
in unlimited numbers. It is absolutely hope-
less for any white man to compete with those
conditions. The hon. member for Oxliey
pointed out that cotton in every black- labour
country is going to increase In plodu(m(m
The American farmer also has had the
advantage of cheap labour.

My, CaRTER: It is
Mr. DEACON :

than ours.
Mr. CarTER: It is dearer to-day.

Mr. DEACON: It might be just as dear
as ours to-day, but it cannot possibly b2
dearer, and it was not always dear. Not-
withstanding the fact that the industry there
had the advantage of more regular seasons
than in Queensland and a regular supply of
certain labour, yet the crop from one cause
and another was nearly ruined, and the
cotton-grower had to give up the struggle

dearer than ours.

It was not always deaver

of growing cotton at a cheap price. The
American cotton-grower now realises that
the boll weevil was his salvation. Ie has

taken up mixed farming, with cotton-grow-
ing only as a side-line. That is the way we
must regard the crop in Quecensland —just as
a side-line.

We must get some aid from oufside to
establish the industry in Queensland. We
know now that our efforts are not being
taken seriously by those overseas. and that
we arc not going to get much aid from out-
side. Up to the present what aid we have
received from that source has not been very
helpful. Those concerned did not take into
account the difficulties with which the
growers of Queensland are faced. They did
not take into account the fact that the only
possibility of success, as shown by Mr. Danisl
Jones and plactlcal growers, was with
ratoon cotton. Mr. Daniel Jones has lived
the whole of his life growing cotton, and
really knows more about Qaeun:land and
the difficultics facing cotton-growers than
any of the imported experts. These visiting
experts did not take our difficulties into
account at all. They set cut judging the
country from their experience of “other
countries, and any advice they gave was
not helpful; if anything, it set the country
further back. Wo arc mnot going to get
much of their money. We have not received
much help or advice from them, and the
present indications are that Wo o are not
going to get much further help from them.
It seems to me that these people are anxious
to sell out, and, while on that point, I think
the growers will be well advised to act
warily before taking over the ginneries.
They should not take this step until they
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are quite sure that they can grow cotton
as desired by the market; that ratoon
cotton will find a ready market; and that

they can get labour and grow in competi-
tion with other countries. Until they are
confident on those points they should leave
the question of buying ginneries and setting
up expensive plants o other men who have
more money to risk. Those other big men
can bear the loss if there is going to be a
loss, and I think there will be a loss.

Mr. Dasu: That is good advice to the
farmers,

Mr. DEACON: The growers would be
much better advised to let these ginneriss
remain with the banks for the present. We
made a great mistake, or, if we did not,
why are we going back on our action? All
hon. members on this side of the Hous»,
whether they knew anything about cotton-
growing or not. were prepared to back the
growers——

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
tical purposes.

Mr. DEACON: And they
growing ratoon was the only hope. They
did not act thus, as the Minister states,
merely for political purposes, because some
hen, members on this side of the House sided
with the Government. We were not unani-
mous, but every hon. member who has any-
thing to do with the land, and who is a
practical grower of other crops, was con-
vinced that the contention of the ratoon
growers was correct. We could sce that
there was some hope in ratoon, but there
was not much hope in annual cotton. We
wanted the Government to give these men
a free hand {o solve their difficultics for
themselves, and bring about their own
salvation. That was the mistake we made
last year, and we are rectifying it now.
If we made a mistake last year in not per-
mitting first-year ratoons, it appears to me
that in this Bill we are continuing the same
mistake in not making provision for more
than first-year ratoons. If you can ratoon
cotton one year successfully, you can ratoon
it for more than one year. M. Daniel Jones
and the growers are satisfied that with good
cultivation'you can ratoon cotton successtully
for several years. This Bill does not make
any allowance for that.

Mr, Dasa: You are not sure
want ratoon or stand-over?

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member who
interrupts me iz never Gulte sure of anvthmg
He has not had the expellence on the land
that hon. members on this side have had.

My, Das: I am asking you for advice.

Mr. DEACON: What the growers are ask-
ing for is the right to mtoon They are
making their position quite clear that they
want to be allowed to grow cotton for as
long as they like so long as they can grow it
suﬁ(’essfullv, and in this Bill we should give
them all they ask for.

Mr. CoLLiNs: You are a very dissatisfied
crowd.

Mr. DEACON: I am not dissatisfied. 1
am on the side of the grower cvery time.
I think he should be considered first. From
my experience of the man on the land I am
quite sure that he knows best.

Mr. DasH: Are you a cotton-grower?

Mr. DEACON: I think I have made it
quite clear that I am mnot a cotton-grower

For poli-

stated that

whether they
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and that I have no faith in the future of
cotton in Queensland; but I am backing up
the opinions of the men who do grow it.
I consider that the growers ar+ in a position
to know more about the actual growing of
cotton than anybody else.

The hon. member for Oxley and the Minis-
ter are in agreement in one respect, and
they were in agreement last year on the same
matter. Last vear they wore agreed that Yyou
must coerce the grower. It did not matter
whether he wanted to do it or not, he must
be made to grow what the British cotton
spinners wanted, and he must not have any
liberty whatever. This year they have botn
made it clear that they believe that the
cotton-grower should b allowed a free hand.
I congratulate both hon. members on their
change of opinion.

I cannot congratulate the Government on
the Bill, but T do wish to congratulate the
grower on having been able to force the
position in order to get what he wants. U1
also wish to add my congratulations to Mr.
Daniel Jones on the great service he has
done to Queensland in regard to cotton. In
the Act passed last year heavy penalties were
provided for breaches of the law. 1 do not
wish to go into details, but I hope the
Minister will remember that he has left
these things untouched. A grower can still
be fined beavily for a mere trivial breach
of the law. Last year, in spite of all these
penalties, there were growers who refused
to obey the law, and they did what they
liked. Tt is impossible for any Government
to go all over the country and frighten freoe
people into doing something they do not
want to do. As the Minister said, you havo
to work with the growers. We should not
introduce the element of friction. * Work
with the growers” is the best advice that
1 can give the Government, and I hope they
will follow it.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): There is a great
need in Queensland for productive industries
to help us to bear the very heavy financial
burden which is imposed on us. We require
something which will minimise the unemploy-
ment which prevails at the present time, and
any industry that tends to do away with the
difficulties in that direction is worthy of our
keenest attention.

We have been told a great deal regarding
this industry. I may say at once that I have
never bheen directly connected with the cotton
industry, but at the same time I know some-
thing of the districts where its chiof home
will be and have practical general know-
ledge. Therefore it is a matter of great
interest to me, and I can sneak about it
4s one who has some idea of the difficulties
and possibilities in regard to it. We know
what the sugar industry has done for the
coastal areas of Queensland, and we are told
that the cotton industry can do just ax much
for the big arcas in the inner West which
are separated from the coastal lands by the
Dividing Range as the sugar industry has
done for the coastal arcas in Quecensland.

The cotton industry will have to depend on
the world’s markets. We know that one of
the chief drawbacks in connection with some
of our agricultural industrics is that they
are dependent on the local market and cannot
successfully compete in the world’s market:
but the growing of cotton will give relief
in the direction I have indicated, as it is a
commodity which the . world wants, We

[2 OcTOBER.]

Amendment Bill. 1307 :

understand that, if there is a dearth of one
commodity more than another at the present
time, it is cotton; thercfore we have a great
opportunity. ~Hon. members on this side
have discussed the matter from that particu-
lar aspect, and in whatever we have said
we have been actuated wholly and solely by
a desire for the welfare of the cotton industry.

We had an Act passed last session of a
very drastic character in certain directions.
With our knowledge of agricultural condi-
tions we on this side strongly objected to
the passing of the measure without further
consideration being given to the representa-
tions of growers of ratoon cotton. In doing
th¥t we were simply performing our duty.
In justification of the attitude we then took,
we have the present Bill introduced to undo
the work of the Act which was passed against
our wishes and in spite of our protests last
session.  The question now largely hmg_es
upon ratoon cotton. We know that with
our variable climate any plant from which
we can git more than one crop without
having to resow and run the risk of non-
germination of the seed through dry weather
and so on possesses very great advantages
over a crop which yon have to sow annually.
‘That is the reason wh¥ we made the stand
we did in regard to ratoon cotton.

I give the Minister all credit in }‘egard to
his attitude in this matter in desiring to do
the best for Quecnsland and the cotton indus-
try; but in reading the history of what took
place it seems to me that the hon. gentleman
was rather stampeded into the action he took
—that one crowd got lold of him, and_ once
they got hold of him he rofused to listen
to any suggestions from the other side. When
we look back upon what happenad, it becomes
apparent that very strong arguments were
advanc:d as to why the Minister should stay
his hand, or at any rate give a little more
consideration to the requests of the growers
of ratoon cotton. Seeing the hon. gentleman
had such strong testimony placed bofore him
as to the mistake he was making, he should
have taken the advice which hon. members
on this side offered him at the time.

It seems to me that on this question of
ratooning there is room for a good deal of
investigation, more particularly with regard
to the variety of coftton to grow. [ have
here an article in “ The Cotton Farmer and

Dairyman,”  written - by Professor 8. C.
Harland, on this point, in which this
appears—

“In regard to Upland plants grown
in the tropies, it must be concluded that
only under exceptional conditions will
the quality of the ratoon cotton be up
to the standard required by the spinner
from good grades of American cotton.

“ It must not be forgotten, however,
that a great deal of ratoon cotton is
grown in the iropics, particularly in
Brazil, and in the Grenadines of the
West Indies. Ratoon cotton has been
grown for 100 years or more of such
quality that it brings a better price than
TUpland. Microscopic examination of tha
second and third year plants shows that
the quality of the stapl: is no worse,
and indeed is often better than that pro-
duced in the first year. It is clear
then that the quality of ratoon cotton
depends on the breed of cotton grown,
and that bad quality is not a necessary
corollary of ratooning.”

Mr. Swayne.)
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At the termination of the article he says—

“A final reference may be made to the
entomolo(ﬂcal aspect of the situamtion.

FEach tropical cotton-growing country will
hme to decide whether insect pests exist
in it which prevent the growth of per-
ennial cotton. So far as the West Indies
is concerned, leaf blister mite effectually
prevents the ratooning of Sea Island
cotton, but the

perennial  1ypes  are
immune to this pest, Neither pink boll
worm mnor cotton stainers are to bO

feared if the mnecessary cleaning up is

given to the fields at the end of the

season.”
T understand that our ratoon cotton is cut
down and all old growth burnt level with
the ground and then next secason the new
growth starts for the next crop. That
article bears out what I say—that the suc-
cess of ratooning or otherwise is largely a
question of varicty., That is the common-
sense way of leoking at it. It seems to me
that ratooning is so peculierly fitted for the
Queensland climate, especially that of the
Central District, that it is up to us to decide
what are the best varicties, that is, the
varieties most likely to adapt themselves
to our conditions.

The cost of production is a great factor
for consideration if we are to compe{e in
the markets of the world, and, thercfore, if
we can successfully ratoon cotton and thus
largely reduce the cost of production, we ars
likely to be so much further advanced.

I would also like to point out that there
is such a thing as plant breeding. It is quite
possible that by cross-propagation and
hybridisation we may produce a variety of
cctton that will suit our conditions better
than any we have at present. We have
strong cvidence that ratoon cotton is pay-
able. We have been told that it has realised
as much as 1d. and 2d. a lb. more than
American middles. We have also evidence
to show that spinners have not been able to
distinguish between ratoon cotton and annusl
cotton. I do mnot say that is always likely
to be so, but it has happened.

The Minister may try to minimise the
agitation on the part of the growers for per-
nission to grow ratoon ccs ton but, in view
of the deputations which waited on him and
the large mass mectings which have been
held in various disiriets, he must realise that
the majority of the cofton-growers are
strongly in favour of growing ratoon cotton.
These men are just as anxious for the future
welfare of the industry as the Minister or
any other man in this Fouse. They are not
fools. They would not so strongly urge the
growing of ratoon cotton unless they were
satisfied that they had a good case, and that
thele were possibilitics of success in that
direction. They can experiment so as to
ascertain the best varieties of cotton, the
some as has been accomplished in connecticn
with wool- Olo“mg in Australia. The wool-
growers were allowed to work out their own
alvatlon and now sce the successful stage
they have reached in their industry. 'lh'\y
have evolved a type of sheep that now
roturns to them the highest price in the
world for wool. Australia stands alonc in
connection with the wool supply of the
world. No other country can compare with
it.  If the same thing is followed in coance-
tion with cotton, we shall probably bz ab'e
to produce a plant which will enable us to
obtain the highest price for our cotton. If

[Hr. Swayne.
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it is found that a certain type dses nos
realise the highest- price, then the inferior
type will be dropped, and the grower will
concentrate on the type which is the most
valuable; but it is a mistake to be governed
in this matter by advisers whose knowledge
is solely acquired in other climates.

We have the same conditions operating in
the sugar industry. Xvery year certain
varieties of sugar-cane are dropping out,
and only those varieties which return the
best price to the grower are retained and
grown.

That is what we have to do in the matter
cf ratoon cotton. There is no doubt that
there is a great advantage in growing ratoon
cotton, and many handsome cheques have
heen received by growers for their crops.
Many of those cheques would not have bren
received 1f the growers had had to depend
onn annual cotton. A case came under my
notice when passing through Rockhampton
where one grower received £400 from ratoon
cétton and £100 from his sced cotton. If he
had destroyed his ratoon cotton, he would
have only received £100 from his crop. We
I'ave had Clommissions visiting and reporting
upon the electorates of Dalby and Murilla as
te their suitability for growing cotton.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.





