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1218 Ministers’ Travelling Expenses.

WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1924,

The SpeakER (Hon. W. Bertram,Maree) took
the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
“ GoLDEN CASKET” STAFF—SALARIES AND
DIsMISSALE.
Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum) asked the
Home Secretary—
1. How many persons are employved
by the Govornment in the office of the
¢ Golden Casket ?

“2. What
receive ?

3. What is the total amount
annum of wages paid to cmployces?

salary does the manager

per

“ 4. Have many changes taken place
in the staff since the Government com-
menced the running of the ‘Golden
Casket’?

“5. How many of the staff have been
dismissed since the commencement of the
casket—(a) For incompetency: (b) for
carelessness; (¢) for known dishonesty ?”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan) replied—
1. Ninety-nine.
2. £12 weekly.
‘3. For 1923-24—£19,312 13s. 10d.
‘4. Appointments, 142; resignations
and dismissals, 58.
5. (a) 45 (b) nil; (e} 2.7
STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT OF (QUEENSLAND

CHAMBER OF MANUFACTURERS in 7¢ DEVELOP-
MENT OF SECONDARY INDUSTRIES.

My, MAXWELL (7o0wong) asked the
Premier-—
¢ Seeing that Mr. A. Watson, DPresi-
dent, Chamber of Manufacturers, has

contradicted the statement made by him
in reply to a question by Mr. Clayton
with reference to the progress of Quecas-
land in the development of secondary
industries, will he explain how he has
arrived at his figures?”’

The PREMIER
Chillugoe) replied—

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,
“ The figures furnished by me in reply

were taken from the latest issue of the

‘Ofﬁclal Yeal Book,” No. 16, 1923, by the
“ommonivealth Statistician.”

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF
MINISTERS.

RETURN TO ORDER.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) laid on the table Return to
Order made by the House on 14th August,
1924, on the motion of Mr. Morgan (Murilla)
relative to the travelling expenses of Ministers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.
TULLY SUGAR WORKS AREA LAND
REGULATIONS RATIFICATION BILL.

INITIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—

“That the House will, at its next

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee

of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to declare the
validity of certain regulations dated the
30th day of May, 1924, purporting to
have been made under ths provisions of
the Sugar Works Act of 1922, and for
- other consequential purposes.”

Question put and passed.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH LANDS BILL.

INITIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—-

“That leave be given to introduce a
Bill to enable the trustees of the land
comprised in Certificat: of Title No.
138235, being allotment 1 of section 27,
county of Stanley, parish of North Bris.
bane, in the city of Brisbane, granted
upon trust for the appropriation thereof
for Church of England purposes, to mort-
gage the said land or part thercof, and to
apply the proceeds to the making of per-
manent improvements thereon; and for
other consequential purposes.”

Question put and passed.

FirsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) presented the
Bill, and moved—

“That the
time.”

Bill be now rcad a first
Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Commissioner, together with
Statements of Accounts, Balance-

shoets, ete., of the Respective State
Tnterprises for the year ended 30th
June, 1924.

@ SUPPLY.

REsUMPTION OF COMMITTEE—FITTEENTH
ALLOTTED Day.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
Question stated—

“ That £31,356 be granted for
Tields.” ”

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): The annual
report of the Under Secretary for Mines
makes reference to the considerable falling
off in the production of sapphires on the
Anakie field. I wish to make a few remarks

Mining
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in reference to that question and point out
the main reason why that falling off in pro-
duction has taken place. The hon. member
for Oxley in speaking on a previous vote also
referred to this question. Table € in the
report shows that the valus of gems produced
in Queensland was—

E
1919 42,883
1520 65,831
1921 46,524
1922 35,362
1923 23,309

The main reason for the falling off in produc-
tion is that of late vears the miners have
been concentrating on the old alluvial deposits
on the fields. The result is that these deposits
have been turned over and over and very
little maiden ground remains on these old
leads at the present time, with the exception
of a few very good clatms that have been
beld for a number of years.

The figures in the annual report which
point to an enormous production In previous
vears cannot be relied on to any extent.
That is due to the fact that the mining
warden, when compiling statistics in_the
past, had to depend upon the various private
agents who purchased gems from the miners
for the information he embodied in his
report. Consequently, those agents in many
cases exaggerated the price they paid and
the quantities they purchased. Now that
we have a Government gem scheme operat-
ing, we have accurate data as to what is
being produced By and purchased from the
miners.  If that scheme continues, our
statisties in future years will be more
accurate than they have been in the past.

I think I am iIn order on this vote In
making a few remarks in reference to the sap-
phiro marketing scheme, as I had no oppor-
tunity on the ¢ Chief Office” vote of deal-
ing with the question. Although I do not
think that the Government have rcalised the
true economic value of the sapphires sup-
plied by the miners through their marketing
scheme, I claim that at least the miners
get much better results through the Govern-
ment marketing scheme than they did under
the old system of buving on the field. Just
prior to the Government cntering into an
arcangement with Rubin Brothers a slumnp
of over six months took place on the field,
and miners with large parcels of sapphires
could not sell an ounce to the private buyers.
When the Government by agreement with
Rubin Brothers toolkk over the buying
all that stone was purchased from the miners,
After the breakdown of the Rubin agree-
ment another slump took place. Certain
digcussions and votes took place on the field
among the miners as to whether they were
going to agree to the Rubin scheme con-
tinuing or not, and the agents on the field
made all sorts of statements as to the amounts
they would purchase and the prices they
would give. After the Rubin scheme broke
down, as I say, a slump occurred, as not one
of the agents who made statements as to
what they would huy was prepared to come
up to the mark when the miners offered
their sapphires, The result was a slump for
a number of months, and the miners were
compelled to sell their sapphires, in many
instances, at the ridiculous price of from
£1 10s. to £2 an ounce to get a little money
to purchase the nccessaries of life.

[1 OcroBER.]
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Since the Government took over they have
made an honest endeavour to try and secure
the best price obtaining for the stones. I
think we have the right man in Mr.
Knowles, who has been in London endea-
vouring to organise the industry and to
obtain the maximum price for the products
of the sapphire ficld.

On a previous vote the hon. member for
Oxley made a statement practically advising
the miners that they would do much better
to market their own sapphires instead of
depending on  the Government; but the
illustrations I have quoted voint conclusively
to the fact that in the past the miners have
not received a fair deal from the private
buyers on the field, and that in every
endeavour they have made to market thejr
own gems direct in London and various
parts of Europe they have received ridicu-
lously low prices for the parcels of gems
forwarded. = Although the prices we are
receiving at the present time do not com-
rare favourably with the prices that have
Leen paid on the Anakic field on one or two
boom occasions for the best quality sap-
phires, at least they are, on the average,
much  better than the prices that were
received by the miners on the field ten or
fiftcen vears ago. TUnder the arrangement
with Rubin Brothers, the average price
paid was £7 10s. per ounce for the larger
quality first blue sapphires, and £4 2s. 6d.
per ounce for the smaller sapphires of first
grade quality. Under the present arrange-
ment the Government pay an average of £9
per ounce, and have received a price more
than compensating them for the price they
have given to the miners. The Minister
should bear 1in mind that the present
arrangement with Trefus Brothers should not
be the end of his endeavours to market the
sapphires from the Anakie field to advan-
tage. Trefus Brothers are gom merchants.
who were «dealing in diamonds, and thev
decided to engage in the sapphire trade and
cndeavour to create a monopolv in these
gems,  After obtaining the sapphirss from
the Government, Trefus Brothers sell them
in the rough state to other merchants in
London, America, and Europe, who in turn
sell to other merchants who have been
connected with their firm for a numher of
vears, and they in turn sell to dealers, amd
so on, The result is that when the sapphires
are cut and polished by a lapidary and reach
the manufacturing jewcller or retailer, they
arc retailed at the high price of £5 to £8
per carat for the best Australian sapphires.
The price we are receiving from Trefus
Brothers for the best grade sapphires works
out at abont Is. 9d. per carat.” That, multi-
plied by three, will give the value per carat
ot the cut and polished stone, which amounts
te Bs 3d. would point out that Mr.
Knowles. who had made a trip to London
for his firm prior to his engagement with
the Government, informed me personally
that he had sold parcels of Australian
blue sapphires in TLondon at from £2
to £5 per carat, cut and polished, and
he also informed me that in many instances
Australian sapphires of the best quality were
being sold in the retail jowellers’ shops in
London at anything between £8 and £10 a
carat. These few facts should convey to hon.
members that the prices we receive to-day
for sapphires in the vough state are not
the true economic valuc of the sapphires.
and as soon as a monopoly is established

Mr. Foley.]
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in London, if the Minister decides to continue
the agreement with Trefus Brothers, he
should endeavour to make an arrangement
with them to cut and polish the sapphires
s¢ that they will get a much higher price
than is being received to-day.

To give just a rough idea as to what we
should expéct for these stones, and what we
are getting, the highest price that Trefus
Brothers have offered the Minister works out
at between £12 and £13 per oz. for absolutely
the best quality blue sapphires produced on
the Analkie field. When an ounce of our best
blue sapphires which are at present pur-
chased by Trefus Brothers from the Govern-
ment for about £13 are cut and polished,
they will represent about 50 carats of cut and
polished sapphires. I can make a definite
statement on this matter. I have had a
conversation on the telephone this morning
with one of the leading jewellers in Brisbane,
and he told me that I could make the definite
statement to the Committee that we should
expect not less than £5 a carat for the best
quality blus sapphires produced on the field
when they are cut and polished. That works
out at £250 an ounce, so that hon. members
will get a rough idea of the actual economic
value of the Dblue sapphires proeduced in
Queensland. I am not going as far as that,
but I would state that the class of stones

known as first grade blues graded by
Mr. Knowles when handling the total
production in London is such that one

could safely say that, on the average, if
these sapphires were cut and polished, we
should realise at a very low estimate no less
than £2 per carat. That would give £100
on 50 carats produced from an ounce of rough
stones. If we deduct from that amount 2s.
per carat for cutting and polishing—which is
rather a high estimate considering what we
can get these stor»s cut and polished for in
Trance and Germany—that would represent
a deduction of £5, leaving £95 per oz. In
some parts’ of Germany you can get the
stones cut for 6d. a carat, but it works out
at about 1s. 6d. per carat in France, so I
have taken 2s. a carat to be on tlie safe side.
That leaves a realisable price of £95 per
oz., hasing the estimated price at £2 per
carat, which is a very low estimate for the
best quality sapphires which we produce in
Queensland.  Assuming that I am wrong,
and that on the average we should only
receive £1 per carat—which is a ridiculously
low estimate—we then have a realisable value
of £45 an ounce. I claim that if we just
handled the percentage of first-grade blue

sapphires produced on the field, cut and
polished them, and then sold them in a
inished state, we could purchase all the

second-rate stuff from the miners and dump
it in the river, and show a much greater profit
than we are showing at the pres:nt time.

Mr. Moraan: You are not showing a profit
at all. are you? The trade account shows
£32,000 to the bad.

Mr. FOLEY : We have shown no loss. The
last account shows that we have sold £11,318
worth of stones, and on those sales, after
deducting expenses, there is a profit shown
which will mean the distribution of a dividend
to the miners.

Mr. Moreax: The trading account is still
in debt to the extent of £32,000. How do
you account for that?

Mr. FOLEY : We have stock in hand. This
is the busiest part of the year for selling
sapphires in London, and it is expected that

[Mr. Foley.
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that stock will be sold before next March.
We have £22,608 worth of stock on hand,
making a total of stock on hand and sales
of £34.000. .

I would like to refer now to a statement
which has been made out by the accountant
of the Mines Department regarding the sales
of goms under what is known as the welief
scheme—that i3, an arrangement which was
made by the Government after the break-
down of the Rubin scheme to take from the
miner a certain quantity of stones and allow
him to draw so much per week wuntil the
value of the parcel deposited was exhausted,
to enable him to carry on his operations
until something better could be arranged.
Under that scheme the grading was very
slack and the quality of the stone deposited
was very poor, an occasional good parcel
only being sold under it. The selling price
of the 512 oz. 13 dwt. amounted to £3,521
13s. 3d., the expenses of selling amounted
to £371 13s. Ed., leaving an approximate
profit of £594 upon that quantity of stone.
On the 962 oz. of sapphires belonging to that
arrangement which are still unsold the
accountant estimates that the selling expenses
will amount to £350, which he has deducted
from the £594, leaving a balance of £244 14s.
to be distributed to the miners. That is
equal to something over 104d. in the £1. I
might point out that very few miners on the
field expected to receive any profit or divi-
dend {rom that arrangement on account of
the poor quality of geods deposited and the
loose grading. TUnder the present arrange-
ment we have sold quite a lot of goods, and
we know we have sold them at a profit and
that there will be something for distribution
to the miners, but unfortunately the account-
ant cannot finalise the accounts because cer-
tain data have not arrived from London. I
honestly believe that, if a permanent agree-
ment is entered into with Trefus Brothers,
they will be succeszful in cornering the Aus-
tralian sapphire market—I might point out
they are the only sapphires which count now
in the gem world on account of the production
from Burmah and other fields being practi-
cally negligible—and once they arc in a posi-
tion to corner the market I think they will
be able to show much better results for the
miners than at present. 1 would like to
emphasise the point T made a few moments
ago, that in any agreement with Trefus
Brothers provision should be made that they
should attempt to cut and polish the Aus-
tralian blue sapphire and cndeavour to
market it in a cut and polished state, and
thereby obtain the true economic value of
the gems for the producers,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The remarks
which have been made with regard to the
production of lead seem to be based on the
idea that the price at the present time is an
abnormal price due to the necessity for war
replacement. and there seems to be also some
suggestion that the continuance of that price
is due to more preparation for war. Very
probably war preparation has something to
do with the price of greasy wool or molyb-
denite, seeing that the price of molybdenite
is at 55s. a unit. To keep this price as
a normal price, I do believe that it will
hecome absolutely necessary for the Federal
Government to help the miners of the State
by imposing a duty on manufactured lead
which will increase the use of lead for
manufactures in Australia and will also affect
the selling price of pig lead abroad.
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There is a matter that I am forced to
allude to in connection with the prospecting
vote, and that is the statement made yester-
day by the hon. member for Oxley.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The

under discussion is “* Mining Fields.”

Mr. BEDFORD : Mining fields would not
exist except by reason of prospectors, and I
submit, Mr. Pollock, that I am in order in
mentioning the statements made yesterday
as to the reason why new fields are not being

discovered, which, according to
[10.30 a.m.] the hon. member for Oxley, is

because the prospectors have been
influenced by doles to abandon their job
of prospecting and now loaf around the cities.
That may be true of the hon. member’'s own
country

vote

Mr. MoreaN : Why did the hon. gentleman
not reply to the remarks yesterday?

Mr. BEDFORD: I did not know that the
hon. member for Oxley had made those
remarks until I read them this morning. It
is only necessary to remind Australians, who
know their own country and have al least
qualified for their ability to take part in
Australian legislation by a knowledge of
the country’s conditions that they are going
to legislate for, of the great work that has
been done by prospectors in this country and
the great type of men that they were—a
better type of man than the hon. member for
Oxley can ever aspire to be——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Morean: He said the prospectors
were a very fine type of man.
The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.

member for Warrego is not in order.

Mr. BEDFORD: T have only to instance
the cases so far as men being independent of
doles

The CHATIRMAN: Opder! I have alrcady
told the hon. member that he is not in order
in dealing with prospecting on this vote.

Mr. BEDFORD: I want to contradict the
statermnent made by the hon. member for
Oxley, which I consider is characteristic of
his foolishness and insincerity.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): According to
the tables relating to the Treasurer’s Finan-
cial Statement the  Sapphire Trading
Account” for the wear 192324 shows an
expenditure of £17.279. against which are
receipts amounting to £6529, or a debit to

[1 OcroBER.]
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the Government to 30th June, 1924, of
£32.711.

Mr. FoLey: We have all those stocks on’
hand

Mr. MORGAN: That might be so.

Mr. FowLey: The Minister has stated that
all those stocks will be sold by December.

Mr. MORGAN: The ‘ Sapphire Trading
Account ”’ definitely <hows .a debit to the
Government of £32 711, but we have not yet
been informed as to the value of stones that
are held at the present time.

Mr. ForEY: I mentioned that.
Mr. MORGAN: I would like an explana-
tion from the Minister on the matter. So

far as we are able to judge, there is £32,711
owing to the Government, and we are unable
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to ascertain what is the value of any offset
against that account.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): In reply to the
hon. member for Murilla, I would like to
point out that the £32,711 is the amount
which the Mines Department has received
fiom the Treasury for the purpose of pur-
chasing the gems from the field, and the
£6,529 represents the amount received from
the sale of gems in London. Since 30th
June last other sales have been made which
do not appear in the report. The sales since
that date amount to £15,048. The amoumt
owing to the Treasury in connection with
advances on gems is the difference between
the total amount advanced and the amount
sold, but against that amount we have gems
as yet unsold.

Mr. MORGAN:
whole £32,0007

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: Yes.
As I pointed out yesﬁerday, the scheme
shows a profit to the miners and mot to the
department. The point that I desire to make
clear is that the Mines Department does not
make one penny of profit out of the trans-
action.

Gems to the valuc of the

Mr. Mor@an: You do not lose on it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.
The department is out to assist the miners in
this direction, provided it does not incur
any loss. I have no doubt myself thag the
scheme will be successful, because of the
value of the stones we wveceive from the
ficld and the price paid for them. As I
pointed out yesterday, the average price
paid for the stones on the field was £9 10s.
per ounce. The net result of the first sale of
gems in London was £14 12s. 114d. per ounce
after all expenses had been deducted. The
average price advanced against those gems
by the Government to the miners was £9
10s. per ounce. The average price
advanced by the Government against the
second consignment of gems despatched to
TLondon was £4 17s. 6d., and a net return of
£8 14s. 4d. was reeeived for the parcel
Those figures show that we were able
to pay a dividend on the sale of those
sapphires, but the initial expenses in orga-
rising the scheme were somewhat heavy.
The Mines Department have a right to
recoup themseives for that exp_endlture, and
so long as we give to the miners the ful
price of their sapphires, less the actual cost
of marketing them, we are doing something
that they should applaud us for.

Mr. Morgax: That is all they can expect.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can
assure the hon. gentleman that there has
been no loss to the Government on the deal-
ing in sapphires, and there has been a profit
to the miners. With regard to the argument
used by the hon. member for Leichhardt, I
do not think.there is any possibility of get-
ting the price that he or his friend, the
jeweller down the street, suggested. The
nrice suggested was £250 an ounce, but we
are dealing with a quantity. That price
might be obtained if there were no other
sapphires in the world. I believe that we
could obtain better prices if this scheme was
successful, and if the Government undertook
to establish a lapidary to ocut the stones.
They are at present sold in their rough

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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state, and not as cut gems. There is prob-
ably a greater profit to be made in selling
sapphires after they are cut, for the value of
a stone is not known until it has been cut. I
believe that I have given the hon. gentle-
man a satisfactory explanation of the matters
he inquired about.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): This vote, deal-
ing as it does with mining fields, mining
inspectors, geological survey, and other
matters, is one of the most important votes
of the department, and is of vast importance
to the mining community, The geological
staff is one which we might well be proud
of. (Hear, hear!) I remember saying in
this Chamber some years ago when I was
sitting in opposition that we did not have
sufficient geologists to examine the resources
of the State as they should be examined, and
I still say so. I have not altered my views
in connection with that matter. Years ago
it was pointed out that to make a close
examination of the Iitheridge and Woolgar
fields would require a staff of geologists
working for a number of years. What is
tiue of the Etheridge and Woclgar fields is
also true of a large portion of Queensland.
It is quite true that yecars ago Dr. Jack made
a geological examination of a large portion
of Queensland, but the world has learnt a
great deal even since the time of Dr. Jack.
Like all other sciences, geology has made
progress, and while we mayv have men who
go out prospecting from time to time, if
those men were better posted from a geologi-
cal point of view they might have greater
success. All we have to look at for an
example 1s the Mount Isa field, which is
practically unique in the history of geology.
I believe there is only one place where a
similar deposit occurs, and that is in Austria.
That proves that men experienced in pros-
pecting did not anticipate the finding of
such silver-lead ores as we know have been
found at Mount Isa.

I am one of those who believe that the
future, to a large extent, belongs to the
scientist, and while men may sneer and jeer
at times at geologists—which they do—not
understanding the tcachings of geology and
what it really means, I consider the Mines
Department would be well advised in getting
more trained geologists to make a close
examination of the great Cloncurry mineral
belt.  That mineral belt is practically =
country in itself. Anyone who has been
over it—as I have been, thanks to my col-
leagues putting me on the Public Works
Commission, which enabled me to see that
and other portions of the State—will realise,
as the hon member for Kennedv mentionad
yesterday, that it contains a great many
minerals in addition to copper. We know
the principal cobalt mine that we have in
the Commonwealth of Australia is situated a
few miles from Mount Elliott, and by a
close investigation we might make other
discoveries” in regard to other minerals. I
hope that the Secretary for Mines will give
serious consideration to this proposal.

It is all very well for us to talk about the
decline in the mining industry, but if that
industry is going to revive we must take the
necessary steps to bring about that revival.
If our geclogists could devote more time to
the examination of the rocks of the country,
and also to the probability of what minerals
might be found in those rocks, we might see
the mining industry advanced at a far more
rapid rate than is the case at present. I

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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know that the Bowen coalfield owes a great
deal to the Chief Geologist, Mr. Dunstan.
It was practically on his report that the

bores were put down. I believe Mr.
Dunstan mapped out the place where
the shaft should be sunk. If it was

rot Mr. Dunstan it was Mr. Jackson, the
Chief Inspector of Mines. At any rate, Mr.
Dunstan proved to be verv accurate in his
report on the Bowen coalfield. It is neces-
sary, in the intcrests of the State in general,
that the Minister should pay more attention
to the geological staff. I do not think any
of our geologists are overpaid, when you
take into consideration what is paid to the
geological staffs in the other States of the
Commonvrealth, and I think ours will com-
pare more than favourably with any of the
other geologists in this great Commonwealth.

I notice at page 37 of the report of the
Department of Mines that the warden at
Chillagoe, in dealing with the coal mine
at Mount Mulligan, has the following to
say :—

‘“(lonsiderable work was

in improving the ventilation
mine—"’

involved

of the

I want the Minister to listen very carefully
to the following—

““and storage bins of 3,000 tons capa-
city are now being built alongside the
line to ensure the regular loading and
despatch of coal trains. Hitherto work
in the pit was continually being held up
waiting for coal trucks, and wvice versa,
but the completion of the storage bins will
obviate all trouble of that nature.

“The coke ovens, which were out of
commission throughout the year, were
found to be in need of extenslve repairs.
These have now been completed and
the ovens are being heated. The manu-
facture of coke should therefore be re-
sumed at an carly date.”

If the Minister will turn to page 102 of the
report, he will find this:—

“ Having conclusively demonstrated
that a suitable coke can be manufac-
tured, the future operation of this

department rests with the cost of coal
production from the mine, the latter
1tem being accountable to a large extent
for the loss on coke manufacturing,
which is set out at £4,887 0s. 8d.

“The cost of coke production per ton
was $£3 18s. 6.98d., but, as the experi-
mental work in the early stages of coke-
making yielded only a 50 per cent. return
of coke, this accounts for the extremely
high cost of production.”

That is a very valuable report, and <he
point T want to make is that if it was neces-
sary to have these bins of 3,000 tons storage
capacity at Mount Mulligan, and_if the
necossary funds could be raised to build these
bins of 3.000 tons capacity, then the neces-
sary funds should be raised to build bins
either at Dowen or the coalfield. * I want to
stress that point.

Now in regard to coke. We are told bx{
the Railway Department that at the end of
this year the-railway line will be completed
through to Cairns, and that means that we
shall then have railway communication from
the Bowen coalfield right through to Chilla-
goe, and considering that the cost of coal,
as mentioned in the report, seems to
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be rather high at Mount Mulligan, I
suggest to the Minister that he have inqui-
ries made as to the advisability of opening
the Garrick seam at the Bowen coalfield with
a view to the manufacture of coke and to
see whether coke could not be manufactured
there and delivered at Chillagoe cheaper
than it is now being manufactured at Mount
Mulligan. I understand that the future of
Chillagoe depends upon lessening the cost
of production. We used to have a saying
when T was working at mining that any man
could run a rich mine, but that it required
a very good man indeed to run a poor mine.
In other words, very little brains are re-
quired to run a very rich mine, especially
in gold mining, but in a low-grade propo-
sition such as 1s mentioned in many of these
reports it requires an up-to-date mahager
with brains. I would draw the attention of
the Secretary for Mines to page 99 of the
report, which states—
“ NIGHTFLOWER.

Central Lease.—On this lease a shaft
was sunk 44 feet. Some very rich scams
of ore were followed. ‘A drive was put
out 8 feet to the hanging-wall in forma-

tion. About 10 tons of ore were raised
from this shaft.
South Lease.—Four shafts were sunk

along the line of lode, three to a depth
of 20 feet each, and one to a depth of 50
feet in gossan. Total sinking 154 feet.”
I worked twenty-five years at mining. I
am not a mathematician—I never learned
mathematics—but I must admit that I
learned a little arithmetic. If a shaft was
sunk 44 feet. and some very rich seams of
ore were followed. and only 10 tons of ore
were raised out of 44 feet, T would like to
know the size of those very rich seamis of
ore, because it doev not take many cubic
feet of silver-lead ore to make a ton. When
T read that, T thought the manager or who-
ever wrote it must have had a slip of the
pen. If I was a mining speculator and read
such a report as that, I should sit down at
the table and work out exactly the size of
the lode for a depth of 44 feet, taking an
ordinary shaft, and I should feel satisfied
that there was very little lode there at all.
The SECRETARY FOR Mings: They may not
have sunk on the lode.
Mr. COLLINS: The report states that—

‘“Some very rich seams of ore were
followed.”

What does “ followed” mean? I am quot-
ing from the report of the Mines Depart-
ment, and. being a practical miner, I know
a little about mining. I know that, if T
was a sharcholder of the mine and I was

- to read in the report that a certain number
of feet were sunk or driven and rich seams
of ore were ¢ followed,” I should want to
know the size of the seams of ore. In my
day, we used to st down and calculate the
size of the lode, and if it did not come
up to expectation, in many cases the manager
was overhauled, and he was told to be more
careful in his reports, I have no time for
exaggeration in any shape or form. We pay
the General Manager £1,750 a year for
managing the Chillagoe mines and also the
Mount Mulligan coal mine. When we pay
a man that salary I expect to get good results,
It is just about time that the Secretary for
Mines got to know whether he is getting
the results he ought to get, considering
the expenditure which is going on. I am one
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of those who beclieve that we should pay
these men well, but when we pay them well
I certainly expect results from so doing,
because it is a fairly good salary—more than
equal to that of three members of Parlia-
ment. I question whether any man living
is equal to five men—even the brightest
genius who lives, T hope the Minister will
pay some attertion to my remarks and tell
us what was the cost of the bins erected at
Mount Mulligan., If they are necessary
there, then it is just as necessary that they
should be erected either at Bowen or the
coalfield.

Mr. CORSER (Burn2tf): I think that a
matter of some consideration under this vote
is our iron ore fields. We know that we have
secured evidence at great cost through our
geologists and others in the various parts of
Queensland, and Australia with regard to the
development of our iron ore deposits, as the
Minister a few years ago was particularly
energetic in his determination to foster the
mining industry.

In 1917 the Minister, after securing the
fullest information and prior to the report
of the Royal Commission on Public Works
on the proposal to establish State iron and
steel works in Queecnsland, expressed some
very satisfactory opinions regarding the iron-
fields of Queensland, particularly affecting
my district. Speaking in the Legislative
Couneil, he said—

“ We are more advantageously situated
in Queensland for the production of iron
and steel than even New South Wales
or any of the other States of the Com-
monwealth. We in Queensland
have all the material that we require
for the manufacture of steel within a
radius of 50 miles, and on the seaboard.”

He was speaking at the time of Urangan—

“ Therefore we are better situated than
New South Wales for the manufacture of
iron and steel. We have in Queensland
the best manganese mince in Australia.
I have a sample here of iron ore taken
from Biggenden. This is a becautiful
magnetised iren. Af Biggenden we can
quarry 72 per cent. ore and lime from
the one quarry. They are there together.
You can see the lime in the sample I
have here. It is pure carbonate of lime
and T2 per cent. magnetite iron.”

Showing that the most valuable ironfield in
Australia existed in the Biggenden district.
The late Hon. Mr. Fahey asked what the
size of the lode was, and the hon. gentleman
replied—

“ A very moderate estimate is 500,0i1)
tons. As a matter of fact, it is not very
difficult to calculate. We know the width
of the lode, and we know the depth to
which it is proved at the present time—
we do not know how far it may go down.
A cubic yard of ore will weigh 3 tons,
and a very simple calculation shows that
the ore in sight in the Biggenden mine
totals over 500,000 tons.”’

Later on he stated—

“The ore they use at Newcastle is a
hematite ore of 66 to 68 per cent. The
Biggenden ore is from 53 per cent. to
72 per cent. pure. T might explain that
72 per cent. is regarded as pure magne-
tite iron. It cannot be purer than 72

Mr. Corser.]
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per cent. The advantage of the Biggen-
den ore is that the other 28 per cent.
goes to make up the flux for smelting
the iron. Had the iron ore been any
purer we would have had to get other
fluxes with which to smelt it. The Royal
Commission is still engaged on this work
and they are doing very valuable work.”

Then later the hon. gentleman said—

“The official breaking strain for the
Government, and as used by the Water
and Sewerage Board, is 1,090 1b. on an
inch bar. The iron smelted from the
Biggenden ore recorded a breaking strain
at from.3,000 lb. to 3,500 lb. on an inch
bar. The deflexion of the iron from
Biggenden before breaking was 5/16ths
of an inch in one case and 11/32nds of
an inch in three other cases.”

Those remarks applied to ore from this field.
The unfortunate part of the situation is that,
although these fields still lie practically con-
trolled by the State—bccause the State took
control of the whole of the iron ore in
Queensland-—the Government did not seek to
develop them. They went outside our State
—which presents superb possibilities in the
opinion of the Minister—right to the north-
west  of Western Australia, where they
acquired an option of Cockatoo Island in
Yampi Sound at a cost of £3,000 in cash and
£30,000 in debentures, or a total of £33.000.
They left our wonderful field in the Burnett
and other fields in Queensland and gave that
the preference. The Government left that

field and secured a field at a cost

[11am] of £33,000 on a far distant part

) of the coast of Australia, and
claimed that they were going to develop the
won resources in the fields of Queensland.
The Minister had already mentioned the
great possibilities in our own fields adjacent
to the coast and pointed out that the neces-
sary flux was close at hand. According to
¢ Hansard ” for 1917, at page 2617, he said—

“1If we had to depend upon the Mount
Biggenden deposit alone, we should not
be justified in introducing this Bill or
establishing the iron industry. But we
have many other deposits. Within a few
miles of the railway—a railway station
near Maryborough—there is a very large
deposit of hematite iron. Samples that
we have taken from it and tested were
found to contain from 66 per cent. to
69 per cent. of iron.”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
right,

Mr. CORSER: Then why did the Minister
and his Government leave dormant those
wonderful fields and the consideration of
their development for fields that were outside
the State?

Mr. WARREN : The distant fields are always
the greenest.

Mr. CORSER: In this case the Government
were the “ green’ ones. Why did the Min-
ister want to boast

The SECRETARY FOR MiNEs: I am glad the
hon. gentleman has raised the question.

That is all

Mr. CORSER: I am particularly glad,

because it is a matter of very great concern.
We know that it is sometimes stated that
certain things are not done because the neces-
sary funds were not available, but that can-
not be said in connection with the develop-
ment of our iron ore deposits. In the * Daily
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Standard” of 4th October, 1920, the Premier
is reported to have said—

“There was nothing about which the
Government was move in carnest than
the ecstablishment of the Bowen iron and
stee] works., To say that this part of the
Government’s policy was political window
dressing was a falsechood. The Government
meant to go straight ahead with the work
and the failure of the London loans would
not affect the position. They had loecal-
financial resources and the work would
be carried out without delay.”

That was the statement made by the Premier
at Bowen at election time. The Secretary
for Mines is thus report:d in the * Daily
Standard” of 10th September, 1820—

“ It is an indication that we are going
back to power that we will be able to
finance and go on with the iron and steel
works at Bowen.”

The establishment of the Bowen iron and steel
works meant the development of certain fields
at Cloncurry possessing wonderfully large
deposits, but nothing in comparison with the
possibilities of the Biggenden field, of which
the Minister must have been aware when he
made his statement. I do not know what
political influence was used to prevent these
wonderful possibilities at Biggsnden from
being accomplished. The Minister claimed that
there were wonderful possibilities at hand at
Biggenden with its magnetic iron and fluxes
that could be worked side by side with every
facility, and therc was plenty of coal to
be obtained from the Burrum  district with
the possibility of the development of an
export trade. The Public Works Commission
proceeded to Urangan to make an investiga-
tion in connection with the matter, and its
report stands to the credit of the whole of
the distriet; but then we find that for some
reason or other the Minister goes away with
the idea of cstablishing the iron and steel
works at Bowen and developing the coal
industry thers by securing iron, not from our
fields, but from fields on the north-west coast
of West Australia, for which the country is
indebted for no less than £33,000.

Mr. CoLrLIns : Don’t forget that since then
a huge deposit of iron has been discovered at
Mount Coolon.

Mr. CORSER: With all the Mount
Coolons, the iron industry has not de-
veloped, although we had that definite

statement from the Minister. In addition to
the expenditure which I quoted, we find from
the report of the Auditor-General that the
Government have also spent to 30th June,
1923, a further sum of no less than £49,042
in connection with the same project. It was
proved to the Minister that great possibilities
existed at Biggenden with regard to the iron.
industry. These deposits were taken over
by the Government and were controlled by
the State, although private enterprise was
prepared and promised to work the deposits.
The Government promised to erect the steel
and iron works at Bowen, vet nothing has
been done up to the present time.
Mr. Corrins: Thanks to your party.

Mr. CORSER: We were not in power.

Mr. CouLiNs: Thanks to the delegation
which went to London and stopped the Go-
vernment getting the £9,000,000 loan.

Mr. BranD: He has no other excuse.

Mr. CORSER: I have read the statement
of the Premier, in which he stated that the
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Government were never more in earnest about
any works than they were in connection with
the cstablishment of the iron and steel works
at Bowen. The Premier also said—

“To say that this part of the Govern-
ment’s policy was political window-
dressing was a falsehood. The Govern-
ment meant to go straight ahead with
the work and the failure of the London
loans would not affect the position. They
had local financial resources and the work
would be carried out without delay.”

The statement of the hon. member for
Bowen is the sort of political jam-case stuff
he gives outside. He is centradicted by the
statement of his own leader, and he must
be subservient to him.

OrPosITION MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for
Bowen has turned a deaf ear to facts, and
to the statement of the Premier, and he now
contradicts the statement made at election
time by the Premier to the poor unfortunate
people of Bowen, who have not heard. the

other side.
OprosiTioN MEwBER: : Hear, hear!
Mr. CORSER: I hope the opportunity

will be given at no distant date to those who
are prepared to develop the ironfields of this
State, and that the Government will cease
bothering about developing one section of
the industry and securing iron from far
distant portions of Australia.

Mr Grepson: You are becoming a proper
State socialist now.

The SecrETsrRY FOR Mings: What about
vour statement in connection with the arsenic
mine ? :

Mr. CORSER: My staternent was proved
to be correct by the Government’s own
geologist, specialists, and analysts. My
statement was that the liquid only contained
17 per cent. of arsenic, whereas the Govern-
ment’s own analyst proved that thore was
actually only 14 per cent. of arsenic in the
first sample. The prickly-pear flourished better
than ever on the fertilising effect of some of
this stuff sold by the Government. That was
not the only case; but I do not want to raise
that question now. I only want to point out
that my statement was borne out by the
Government analyst.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): The hon. member
for Burnett can get as much arsenic guaran-
teed to contain 95 per cent. of arsenic as
he likes now at £10 per ton.

The hon. member for Bowen made refer-
ence to the ore bins at the Mount Mulligan
mines, and wanted to know their cost. I
have a statement here showing the assets
of the Mount Mulligan mine, according to
which the ore bins and accessories are valued
at £8,922 17s. 7d. I do not know what their
actual cost was. The hon. member for
Bowen said that, if the Government could
build ore bins at Mount Mulligan, they
should also build coal bine at the port of
Bowen to assist in developing the overseas
coal trade which it was hoped to establish
in the near future. I want to point out, how-
ever, that the cost of building coal bins on
the wharf at Bowen would involve a very
large sum. A site has been selected just off
the wharf on the Bowen railway and, speak-

{1 OcTOBER.]

Supply. 1225

ing from memory, the estimated cost would
be £58,000. That is quite a different matter
to the building of a small coal bin on the
Mount Mulligan field.

The question of an overseas coal trade is
agitating the minds of the Government at
the present time. We realise that to establish
an overseas trade we need to be up-to-date
and to have up-to-date facilities at ports
nearcst to the market.

Mr. FrpHinsTONE: And te keep your cost
of production down.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said
vesterday that the cost of production was
fairly low. At the Baralaba mine the selling
price of coal is 14s. 9d. per ton. The cost of
production at Bowen 1is certainly a little
higher than it should be, but now that we
have altered the system there the cost of
production will bo reduced. It will be fur-
ther reduced by getting overseas trade and
by winning greater quantities of coal. The
Government realise we have to get expert
opinion as to whether the erection of coal
bins at Bowen is the best method of stor-
ing and loading coal, as_ against having
sufficient rolling stock and having coal bins
at the mine. That question is still under con-
sideration. The facilities for loading—cranes,
&e.—will not be completed until the middle
of next year.

Mr. Coriins: I have been told May of
next vear, but I have been promised so often
that I do not take notice of it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
hoping that the Department of Mines will
have the necessary facilities for loading
ready at the same time. There are three
departments involved—the Treasury, Wh1gh
controls the Marine Department, the Rail-
vay Department, and the Department of
Minecs. It was said when we were develop-
ing the Bowen coalfields that we would not
he ready for the railway, but we had our
portion of the work developed earlier than
the completion of the railway. I think the
kon. moember for Bowen is unnecessarily
alarmed about the action of the Government
in that matter. We shall be ready for the
coal trade when we can get it. Ivery effort
is now being made to secure oversea trade.
As I pointed ouf yesterday, we must be
prepared to supply the coal—we have the
guality—at a price which will enable us to
compete with other coal-producing Statoes,
particularly New South Wales, where they
have very good coal.

1 cannot give the hon. member for Bowen
the information he requires regarding the
Nightflower lease arid the small quantity of
ore that has been taken out from the shaft
sinking and driving. That is a problem
that probably only these who work on_the
field would be ahle to answer. I believe
that the Nightflower field is likely to develop
into a very good silver-lead ore-producing
feld. The difficulty is the transport. It is
some distance from the railway and from the
Chillagoe smelters. Transport difficultics are
the greatest obstacle in connection with
many of our outlying mining fields.

When at Wembley I was exceedingly
interested in a new method of transport
called the “road rail”” I do not know
whether the hon. member for Oxley saw that
road-rail working, but I suppose he did. It
impressed me as being particularly adapted
for Queensland, and especially on mining

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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fields. The driving wheels work on the
road, and the trucks are pulled along a two-
foot tramway, obviating the necessity for
making tunnels and cuttings. The cost of
laying a mile of line is given as under
£2,000, and anybody who saw it must have
been impressed with the idea that it is a
method of transport that is likely to benefit
mineral fields, such as Mount Isa and the
Nightflower field.

Mr. Notr: That system has been in use
for a good many wears. It is not a new
system by any means.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
are only 23 miles of road-rail in South Africa.

.. Mr. Nortr: I tried to get it introduced
into the Toogoolawah district years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
glad to know that the hon.
impressed with the system.

I am also pleased that the hon. member
for Burnett made reference to the iron and
steel industry. I do not go back on any-
thing I have sald regarding the importance
of that great parent industry. The hon.
member quoted from my speech in the
Legislative Council, in which I gave the
analysis of the Biggenden ore. Those
figures, of course, cannot be controverted.
We in Queensland are blessed with having
very large iron ore denosits. At 3fount
Philp, in the Cloncurry district, we have an
iron ore dcposit estimated at 30,000,000 tons
above the level of the surface, and I am
told by geologists that you can always esti-
mate that there is two-thirds more under-
ground which can be taken out without
difficulty. At Dount Leviathan we have
another big ore deposit of 10,000,000 tons

I am
member  is

above the surface of the ground. These
deposits assay 59 per cent. That is the
minirmutn assay we have received.

Whether the iron and stcel industry is a
question for the distant or the near future
—whether it has been abandoned for the
time being or is merely held in abeyance—
I claim that I was the first Minister to have
a proper investigation made into the iron
and steel industry as a possibility in this
State. The hon. member does not under-
stand that in order to have a successful
iron and steel works nothing is more essen-
tial than to have a mixture of ores of
various qualitics. One might have a very
good ore, such as that at Mount Biggenden
—I do not know but that it is possibly one
of the best deposits, although not one of
the largest devosits in the State.

2r. NorT: There is good iron ore within
50 miles of Ipswich.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Quite so.
We are particularly blessed in that regard,
and we are lacking in our duty—I am speak-
ing broadly—as Australians in neglecting
that great industry in this country. We are
tinkering about small iobs instead of devot-
ing ourselves to bigger industries such as
the iron and steel industry, which we know
has made other countries of the world.
Australia, in my opinion, will never be
worth the proverbial * tinker’s dam ™ until
it has established the iron and steel industry.

Mr. Mor@aN: I thought Australia was the
hest country in the world now.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
never said so.

Mr. MorGaN: I thought you did.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member is not going to put words into
my mouth. I believe every country in the
world is a good country.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordsr! I would ask
the hon. gentleman to keep to the question.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
travelled recently through several countries,
and I say that Australiz probably is as good
as-any other country. We certainly have the
natural resources so far as the iron and
steel industry is concerned.

I am particularly pleased that the hon.
member for Burneit raised the question of
the purchase of Cockatoo Island, Yampi
Sound, because I consider that is a splend}d
advertisement for the Government. We paid
£30,000 in debentures and £3,000 in cash for
the option. A proper investigation was
made. Mr. Montgomery, a geologist and
engineer of high standing in Australia, states
that Cockatoo Island, Yampi Sound, con-
tains one of the most important iron deposits
in the world. Some day there will be a
supply of iron ore from there to Great
Britain, and it will be one of the legdmg
iron ore deposits in the world. That is the
opinion not only of Mr. Montgomery but
of other experts. The ore can be easily
loaded into boats. The Government secured
those ore deposits remarkably cheap. When
my friend, Mr. Fihelly, was Agent-General
he cabled out to the Government to know
if they would sell, as there were people in
England who wanted the Yampi Sound iron
ore deposits.

Mr. Comrser: Did he say who they were?
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer-

tainly; I met those gentlemen myself.
Mr. Comrsgr: You have still got it tied up.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We

still own the leases, which are a valuable
asset to the Government. Only a few days
ago a reputable firm in Melbourne wrote io
the Mines Department asking if we would
give them an option over the Yampi Sound
leases. We paid £33,000, and probably there
has been an expenditure of another £1,000
in investigation. They offered to take an
option at a price of £40,000.

Mr. Morean: That is not much profit
when you take the interest on the money
into consideration.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No;
but it shows that it was a good investment.
The Cabinet wisely, in my opinion, turned
the offer down.

Mr. CorsEr: It is not a bad case, but I
would not like to rely too much on the
genuineness of the offer.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is a
genuine offer, and certainly the offer in Grea’g
Britain is genuine. Some day the Yampi
Sound iron ore deposits will be available for
the supply of iron ore tc Great Britain. We
know that Great Britain years ago ranked
first in iron and steel production, and that
now America is leading the way. We know
that in America they carry their ore thou-
sands of miles by sea and rail, and handle
it two or three times, and the highest per-
centage ore in America goes bl per cent.
Queensland contains large fields of iron ore
deposits containing from 63 per cent. to 72
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per cent. We do not realise the greab
possibilities we have in Australia.

An Opposrtion MEMBER : FHow are we going
to advertise Queensland ore if we get it from
Western Australia?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
cannot develop satisfactorily in Australia
until we establish big industries for which
we need iron, and we cannot bring people
here until we establish those big industries.
Personally, it may be a debatable point
whether this should be a State industry or
a private industry.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

gentleman is wandering away from the vote.

Myr. Tavior: Did you put an alternative
price on those leases at Yampi Sound?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No; we
did not put any price on them because we
did not want to sell them. They are a
valuable asset to our country.

Mr, Crayrox: An offer of £40,000 would
mean a loss on them.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Government have not abandoned the possi-
bility of establishing iron and steel works as
a Slate concern.

Mr. MoRreaN : Are vou not pleased that you
did not go on with them at the time?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Yampi Sound ore is a non-silicious ore of high
value. It is almost to be described as third-
class pig iron rather than an iron ore, and in
order to get a good production of steel we
need to have a silicious ore such as is found
in the Cloncurry district, and a non-silicious
ore such as is found at Yampi Sound. I
claim to know something about this industry,
and I can assure hon. members that the
‘Government's option at Yampi Sound is a
valuable asset to the State, and that, if we
wanted {o get out of it to-morrow. we could
sell our interesr in it at a profit; but I
hope that the Government will retain this
valuable asset of the State, and that, if we
do not ourselves establish iron and steel
works, we shall some day be a supplier of
ore to Great Britain and other markets.

Question put and passed.

STATE MINING OPERATIONS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A.J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—

“That £6,600 be granted for ° State
Mining Operations.” ”

This vote includes the State batteries at
Bamford, Charters Towers, and Kidston, and
the Government drilling operations. The
expenditure on the State batteries and drill-
ing operations last year was—

£ s d.
Bamford .. 39 8 4
Charters Towers ... ... 8713 010
Kidston ... 1,803 0 0
Government drilling
operations . , 0 0

The total expenditure therefore was £6,925,
and I just quote those figures to explain why
we are not asking for so much this year as
last year. Morcover, we arc not likely to
spend as much this year on Government
drilling operations as last year, because wo
have completed the drilling at the Styx River
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coalfield and so far we have no intention,
with the exception of the work on the
Chillagoe field, of operating our plant on
any Government fields. The plant, however,
will be useful in the future in assisting people
who wish to test fields, for which, of course,
they will havo to pay. I do not think we
shall spend very much money this year under
this head. The State battery at Bamford is
practically under a caretaker. It was estab-
lished during the war for the production of
molybdenite, and its practical closing down
is due, of course, to the small production of
molybdenite. The Charters Towers battery
shows a small profit. It has been of immense
value to the field, and, if we had not made
that little purchase of the Venus mill for
£2,000, many a miner would not have had
the opportunity to get his ore treated. T'ne
Kidston battery, unfortunately, shows a loss
of about £1,000, but it has bocen of some
benefit to the district.

Question put and passed.

‘“ QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT MINING JOURNAL.”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“That £1,912 be granted for ‘ Queens-
land Government Mining Journal.’ ”’

The vote last year was £1,843 and we are
asking for a slight increase this year. Last
sear we exceeded the vote by a few pounds.
I do not think we are asking for an excessive
amount when we only require £1,912 for our
“ Mining Journal.” It is recognised in other
countries as a valuable production, and I
think the sum we are asking for does not
represent its value to the mining industry.
T know of my owrn personal knowledge that
our ‘‘ Mining Journal” is regarded in cther
countries as one of the best of its kind, and
I must congratulate the editor on the splendid
manner in which he cenducts it. (IHear,
bear!) I make that remark without meaning
1o convey any reflection on his predecessor,
My, Morley, under whom the ‘ Mining
Journal” had a splendid reputation—(Hear,
hear !)—but I think that it has improved and
is even brighter and more practical under the
present editor, Mr. Chester Reynolds. It has
done splendid work, and I am sure that it
will maintain its reputation, if not improve
it.
[11.30 a.m.]

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 endorse the

remarks of the Minister in reference to the
“ Mining Journal.” Tt contains nearly all
the State geological reports, and is some-
thing upon which investors in mining can
rely. I have read the journal ever since its
inception, and I consider a good move was
made by the Government, of which I think
the hon. member for Albert was a member, in
establishing it. It is doing good and useful
work. It publishes all the wardens’ reports,
and also tries to keep as up-to-date as pos-
sible in connection with what is being carried
on in the different countries of the world.
With the Minister. I must congratulate the
present editor on the ““ get-up” of the paper.
It is an improvement on the old style, and
I am satisfied that the appointment of the
present editor has been justified.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla). 1 am very doubt-
ful as to whether the information contuined
in the ** Mining Jeurnal” is reliable, because
I have found certain information appearing
in it which was supposed to have come from

Mr. Morgan.]
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the Minister, and which was repudiated by
the hon. gentleman at a later date. This
paragraph  appeared in the ¢ Mining
Journal” recently—

“The Government have taken acthive
steps to obtain all the information avail-
able, and a Public Works Commission
was appointed to report to the Cabinet
with regard to railway construction. The
Commission has since recommended that
in view of the general belief in the
permanency of the deposits a railway
should be built forthwith to the new
field, as the Commissioners are of the
opinion that there will be sufficient ore
available for transit to warrant construc-
tion. To this proposal Mr. Jones has
given his cordial approval, and in this
course he was no doubt influenced by
personal conversations he had with Mr.
Saint Smith.”

The Minister has already stated that that
information is absclutely unreliable, and that
he did not make any statemont to that effect.
When any information appears in the
¢ Mining Journal” naturally one thinks that
the information is reliable, or should be reli-
able, as the journal is the official organ of
the Mines Department. The ‘¢ Mining
Journal” has no right whatever to publish a
statement like the one I have quoted unless
it emanates from the Minister, and the
Minister has stated that the information is
absolutely unreliable,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did not say
that, It was based on something I said in
London.

Mr. MORGAN: The information appear-
ing in the ¢ Mining Journal”’ should be
authentic when coming from a man occupy-
ing the important position of Secretary for
Mines, and it should not be of such a nature
as to boom a field in an unwarrani:d way, or
fe in the nature of a sensational report.
All the information contained in the journal
should be authentic, and nothing should be
said by the Minister that would be likely
to cause a boom and allow the speculator to
make money as a result. Unfortunately the
Minister does not realise what effect his
remarks have when they appear in the
“ Mining Journal” or any other paper. His
remarks in the “ Mining Journal” may
cause, and have already caused—this cannot
he denied—a rise in the price of shares,
because people in other parts of Australia
naturally assume that any information
coming from the Minister is reliable. As a
result of certain remarks by the Minister
contained in the * Mining Journal,” it is
possible to create an active interest in min-
ing shares, and people are sometimes let
down very badly. The speculator and the
man who wants to boom things have for-
tunately been abis to use the Minister in
some way. I do not wish to infer that the
Minister has in any way made money out
of it, or that he was in any way out to boom
something which was not worthy of being
boomed ; but it is unfortunate that the hon.
gentleman is so optimistic in connection with
everything he touches.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! The
hon. member must confine himself to the
vote under discussion.

Mr. MORGAN: I was dealing, Mr.
Pollock, with reports said to emanate from,
the Minister that have appeared in “ The
Mining Journal.” Some of the representa-

[Mr. Morgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

tions of the Minister that have been pub-
lished in ‘“ The Mining Journal’ are very
optimistic, but unfortunately they have been
proved in time to be wrong. People have
been misled by those statements, Once the
people are bitten they are twice shy. That
1s probably one of the reasons why people
are not investing money in Queensland
enterprises. They have found that the infor-
mation 1is not reliable. The information
might have been published for a good pur-
pose at the time, but the Minister cannot
be too careful in regard to remarks alleged
to have been made by him that are pub-
lished in the ° Mining Journal,” or any
other official organ of the Government, be-
cause the people look upon what a Minister
says as being absolutely reliable and correct.
I have known the Minister for many years.
I kuow that, when a report reaches his office,
he believes on reading it over that everyone
is as honest as himsclf. He takes that report
to be correct, has it published, and it pro-
bably has the effect of doing Queensland a
lot of harm. I hope that the hon. gentle-
man will take my remarks in the spirit in
which they are made, as I do not wish to
see such information as I have read out
again published in the future, as it was in-
correct. The Minister said he was not
vesponsible for the parvagraph, yet it is pub-
lished in the official organ of the depart-
ment. In regard to mining, I believe in
being a little bit pessimistic rather than
optimistic. I hope that those responsible
for the information that goes into the
““ Mining Jourmnal” will for the future see
that any comment by the Minister that is
published is authentic, so that it cannof
be denied by the Minister when it is proved
to be incorrect. -

Mr. FERRICKS (South DBrisbane): There
is one suggestion I would like io advance
in regard to the * Mining Journal.” Like
my friend the hon. member for Rowen, for
a number of years I was a close student of
mining matters, though perhaps not so
keenly interested in recent vears. 1 suggest
that the department should find out whether

‘the ‘“ Mining Journal” is accessible in the

mining departments of other States. The
charge was made in past years that it was
not accessible. I read an article in the
“ Mining Journal”’ some rears ago, and I
subsequently was very keen to get hold of
it. It was at the time that the Federal
Government proposed exercising a control
over metals. Some very valuable informa-
tion from my point of view was contained in
that article. I went to the Mines Office
in. Melbourne, where I expected to find the
“ Mining Journal,” and I was then directed
to two or three subdepartments, and I spent
two or three hours getting round to the
place where the files of the publication were
kept. I then discovered that the file ‘con-
sisted of a few intermittent numbers thrown
together anyhow. I suggest that next time
a responsible officer of lhe department is in
the Southern States he should ask to see the
file of the ‘ Mining Journal” to see if the
publication is not only being filed but kept
in order in those States. That is of great
importance to people who desire access to
it for various reasons. I am not saying that
is the case to-day. The occurrence to which
T refer took place four or five years ago, and
the position may be changed to-day. I am
merely making this reference so that, if the
difficulty should exist, a change may be
effected.



Supply.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): Se far as I can
<see, the editor of the “Queensland Govern-
ment Mining Journal” is making an honest
attempt to supply authentic information with
regard to mining throughout the State. I
find that the journal is greatly appreciated,
and quite an amount of investigation and
investments in the industry of the State is
based on the reports found in the pages
of the “ Mining Journal.” With regard to
the erroncous statement referred to by the
hon. member for Murilla, no doubt it was
cabled to the Press from London and was
copled by the editor of the journal. It is
very difficult to know what was said by the
Minister when he had his spats and top hat
on—(Laughter)—and no doubt it would be
difficult for the hon. member to explain
which of the things he is reported to have
said are true. We have to differentiate
between the things which the hon. gentleman
said when wearing spats and those which he
says after coming back to Queensland and
returning to the fold as a Labour member.
The editor of the “Queensland Mining
Journal” cannot be held responsible for the
truth. of news that is cabled ocut to us.

Mr., GLEDSON (Ipswich): I am sorry to
hear members of the Opposition practically
condemning the * Queensland Government
Mining Journal.”

Mr. Erpuixsroxe: Who condemned the
““ Mining Journal’”” on this side?

Mr. GLEDSON : Hon. members opposite.
The hon. member for Murilla produced a
report to which he referred during his
speech. The “Quecensland Government
Mining Journal’ is looked up to in mining
countries throughout the world, and it is
sent to quite a number of places. However,
I am not going to deal with that phase of
the question. As a means of disseminating
information in connection with mining
matters throughout the world, the “Qucens-
land Government Mining Journal”’ cannot
be beaten. I have to commend the editor
and those responsible for the information
that is given. Those people take an
interest in  and make a study of
mining. IHspecially do I commend their
work dealing with the safety of mines,
gas cxplosions, and various other matters.
The editor goes to no end of trouble to
get the latest information from all over the
world, and it is placed in the journal and
1s of great advantage to those studying these
matters. In addition, we have our own
mining reports, and the “Queensland Govern-
ment Mining Journal” is looked upon as
being authentic. It gives reports from our
geclegists and those making reports on our
mining fields. Those engaged in the work
of mining are saved hundreds of thousands
of pounds in connection with the prospecting
and developing work - by having reliablo
reports from geologists and those who report
on fields placed in the journal where they
are at their disposal.

. For a number of years—Iong before I got
into this Chamber—I have been interested
in the ‘‘Qucensland Government Alining
Journal,” and I read it continually. I par-
’qcularly appreciate the articles in connec-
tion with dust in mines, gas, safety appli-
ances for cages, ideas for the saving of%ife,
and appliances for the protection of life,
urderground timber, timbering of shafts,
and pit-head safety appliances. These
matters are collected by the Department of
Mines and by the editor of the journal and
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are placed in the ‘“‘Quecensland Government
Mining Journal” for the information of the
people of Queensland, The journal 1s a
great boon to the people. Notwithstanding
anything derogatory that may be said by
hon. members opposite, I hope that the
oditor and those associated with him will
continue along the lines they have followed
and disseminate this valuable information
throughout the world for the information of
poople interested in mining. :

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoombu): No
doubt I in some way caused this short dis-
cussion on this vote by the statement I made
some days ago when dealing with another
subject. At that time I took exception to
certain statements made by the Secretary
for Mines in Queensland, and I gave as an
instance the report that appeared in the
“ Queensland Government Mining Journal ”’
of a statement the hon. gentleman made in
the old country. It appears to me that
members of the Committee have the privi-
lege of criticising the ‘ Mining Journal’’ if
we so desire. 1 do not know the editor of
the  Mining Journal,” but I understand
that earlier in this debate the Minister
denied making the statement which appeared
in the “ Mining Journal.” At any rate, the
hon. member for Warrego got up and said
he had seen the remarks which had been
handed to the Press. What I said in refer-
ence to the ‘‘ Mining Journal,” and also in
reference to the Premier and the Secretary
for Mines, was that it was someone’s duty
to contradict the statement, and I say quite
definitely that that statement should not
have appeared in the ‘‘ Mining Journal’’
without some comment from the editor. It
is the duty of the editor of any periodical
to see that the information published is
authentic, and notwithstanding that it was
an extract from a paper published overseas,
the editor, in fairness to the Govcrnment,
should have stated that it was not correct.
He must have known that it was not correct.
He must have known that the Public Works
Committee has not reported in favour of a
railway to Mount Isa. That was my con-
tention—that Government periodicals were
containing statements which in many instances
were not true, and which were helping to
bolster up the CGovernment, and that that
statement was one of them. I say again
this morning that I do not know whether
the Minister made this statement, or whether
the “ Mining World and Engineering Re-
cord > assumed that he made it, but what
I do know is that in the * Queensland
Government Mining Journal ’ this appears—

“The Hon. A. J. Jones, M.L.A,
Minister for Mines, who is now on his
way back from England, has rendered
the State of Quecensland sterling service
by keeping its name prominently before
the British people, particularly that
influential section with money to 1nvest.”

That is rather interesting. Hvidently the
“ Mining Journal ” realises that to develop
this country we must have money. This
article goes on to say—

“Mr. Jones’s name appeared promi-
nently in all the leading technical
journals, and in every instance it was
associated with level-headed publicity
that commanded valuable space in the
columns of responsible scientific publica-
tions.”

I have only seen this one extract, but if
all the Minister’s statements when he was

Mr. Boberts.]
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in England were as wide of the truth as
that is, then I do not think the hon. gentle-
man <did much service to Queensland from
the point of view of honour.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 cannot allow
that statement to go unchallenged. It is
true that I was questioned by the Press in
London regarding Mount Isa, and that I
made certain statements which were founded
on facts and based on the geological reports
of the trusted officers of the Department of
Mines. I am sorry that I did not bring
along a copy of the original statement that
I gave to the “ Mining World and Engineer-
ing Record ” and other mining journals in
London.

Mr. RoBERTS: The
Warrego says he saw it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In re-
ferring to Mount Isa I distinctly stated that
[ had never been on the field. I have never
been to Mount Isa, and, as- Secretary for
Mines, I can only base my opinion on the
reports of the experts of the departmens.
I certainly said that Mount Tsa, in my
opinion, was a promising field, and that it
would warrant the construction of a railway

Mr. RoBerrs: We do not find fault with
that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In the
article the hon. member quotes from the
press made a mistake. They gave a list of
the enterprizes which I was controlling, and
ther mentioned the State zinc mine. We do
not control a State zinc mine, but a State
arsenic mine.

Mr. Corser: Did you say that the Public
Works Commission recommended a railway?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did
not. How could I know? I stated that the
Commission were reporting on the railway.
I knew that the Government had asked them
to report on that particular proposition. I
qualified my statement with regard to Mount
Isa by saying that I had never been on the
field. My opinion was based on the opinion
of Mr. Saint Smith, who reported on the
field, and his report has been verified by the
Chief Government Geologist, Mr. Dunstan.
That is all the Government can do. I must
coniradict the hon. member for Murilla, who
said that I had made statements which
boomed the mines and encouraged people to
put their money in them. I was asked by a
gentleman, who at one time represented this
State in England, whether he should buy
shares at £55 each, and T have a letter to
prove it. I reminded him that I was the
Secretary for Mines and could not advise
him on that particular matter. Al I could
do was to refer to the favourable report of
Mr. Saint Smith. Can anything be fairer
than that? 1 cannot run down Mount Isa.
I could not cry “ stinking fish.” neither was
I going to boom the field. If I am to be
classed either as a knave or a fool, I would
rather not be called a fool. T did not know the
field, and therefore I could not encourage in
London any unnecessary boom. The article
which is published in the ¢ Queensland
Government Mining Journal ” is substantially
correct.

Mr. Corser: Which part is wrong?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
part in which it is stated that I said the
Public Works Commission had reported
favourably on the line. That is probably
a mistake of the press. I have a faint idea

[Mr. Roberts.
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of readinyg somewhere that the Public Works
Comrnission had reported in favour of the
line, but that may be wrong. I have not
said that, but I did say that the proposition
at Mount Isa warranted a railway. That 1s
my own personal opinion, based on the
report of Mr. Saint Smith. However, I am
pleased that the hon. member recognises that
the editor of the ¢ Queensland Government
Mining Journal > has donc splendid worlk,
and that there is no attempt at misrepre-
sentation on the part of that journal.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): I am
quite prepared to accept the Minister’s state-
ment in connection with the reports which
have appearcd. We have heard hon. mem-
bers opposite during the debate pointing
out that Chillagoe has been a loss to the
State, and whilst a glowing tribute is paid
to the report, nothing is =ajd about the
financial position. This is another of those
oxtracts which appear in the ¢ Queensland
Government Mining Journal,” and certainly
Queensland knows something about it. It 1x
stated—

¢ Some time ago the Government pur-
chased the leascs of the mines at Chil-
lagoe, the railway and works, from a
company well known 1o Knglish share-
Lolders. Since they were under English
control, with its 1nsufficient capital, a
complete change has taken place, and
Chillagoe is now a hive of industry giv-
ing employment to 1,500 men. To-day
the township has a housing scheme, the
works are in continuous operation, and
there is orc in sight for three years.
This compares with rusty rails, aban-
doned houses, and a few care-worn look-
ing women, whose husbands were away
looking for work. There is now a State
store in connection with the State iron
works, all provided with electricity.”
That is arother instance of clever journalism
and writing up in the intercsts of mining,
but it gives quite a wrong impression,
because we know that venture has cost o
terrific sum of money, and from what I have
heard in this Chamber during the last few
days hon. members opposite ave not standing
to that position.
Question put and passed.

RAILWAYS.
GENERAL ESTABLISHMEXNT.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): I beg 1o move
“That £96,309 be granted for ¢ Rail-
ways—Ceneral Establishment.’

The expenditure last year was £105,550, so
that the vote shows a deerease of £9,241 as
compared with the expenditure for last year.
The chief rcason for the decrease is that
worlers’ compensation payments are now
provided in the branch votes instead of in
a lump sum for the vote for the ¢ General
Listablishment.” The total appropriation
required for the department for this year is
£5,160,385, as compared with an expenditure
last year of £4,088,849, or an incrcase upon
the cxpenditure of last year of £171,537.
The reasons for this increase may be sum-
marised as follows—automatic = increases,
extra staff and assistance to meet increasing
traffic on new railways, and also extra train
mileage, additional ballasting, extra bridge
and fencing gangs, exftra stores, fuel and
electric power, painting bridges and station
buildings, relaying and replacements. The




Supply.

estimated revenue this year is £6,434,000, or
an increase, when compared with the revenue
last year, of approximately £750,000. The
cstimated increase may be accounted for as
follows—ir.crease of traffic, £250,000; allow-
ance for expiration of concessions, £150,000;
increase in rates and fares, £350,000.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
remarks of the hon. gentleman and the
information which he has given in introduc-
ing his Estimates are certainly disappointing,
I remember that on a previous occasion he
gave the Committee o very great amount of
information when introducing them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : In my reply.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Certainly, on this
occasion he cannot be accused of giving the
Committee any information whatsocver, and
I think it is due to the Committee, consider-
ing the high importance of this department
to the State, that we should have more infor-
maiion than he has given us so far. When
you consider, as the Minister has already
stated, that this department had a revenue
of over £5,000,000 of money last year, and
that he expects an increase of £750,000 this
year, it is obvious that practically two-fifths
of the revenue of the State is produced by
the department concerned in this vote. I
think about five-ninths of the loan indebted-
ness of the State has to do with this depart-
ment, and therefore the Minister, in moving
the vote, should have gone very much mozxe
fully into some of the circumstances which
surround and govern the administration of
his department, not only during the last year,
but during the whole time they have been
administered by the present Government.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! In fairness to
the hon. gentleman, I want to point out that
I am allowing a discussion on the whole of
the Railway Department on this vote.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I thought the Min-
ister had indicated as much when he men-
tioned the total vote concerned. I do not say
that the failure in connection with this
department is due solely to the Railway
Department itself, but a department which
reflects the wellbeing and the development
of the country as the Railway Department
does should be dealt with in the fullest pos-
sible way. It is unfortunate that we have
not received the report of the Commissioner
for Railways, because now we shall have to
fall back upon last year’s rcport for our
facts and figures, although there was never a
time when it was niore essential to look into
the workings of the Raillway Department
than now.

At 12 noon,

Mr. . A. Coorir (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If as a result of
one year’s bad business we found ourselves
in the position that we are in, that would be
one thing; but when a loss is practically
chronic in the department, it becomes more
than ever essential to look into the various
factors responsible for that loss.

The SeECRETARY FPOR RAlLways: There have
been losses on the railways for forty years,
with one or two exceptions.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: In the past they
were infinitesimal as compared with the losses

to-day. The accumulated loss to-day is an
appalling one.
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The SECRETARY FOR RarLwavs: The hon.
member kriows that it is the result of subsi-
dising industry.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That the Minister
should calmly come into the Chamber and
offer no excuse or explanation with regard
to this accumulation year after year is a
thing that this Committee should not put up
with, I do mnot state that the Railway
Department itself is entirely responsible for
the loss that has been sustained, but when
you put your finger upon the traffic of the-
country, you put your finger upon the
development of the country. The Minister is
quite right in his interjection in saying that
other services are responsible to some extent
for the loss on the railways., I take it that the
indiseretions of other departments are partly
responsible, especially in connection with the
Department of Public Lands, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and I might also add,
the indiscretions on the part of the Treasury.

I have made up my mind that I will say
nothing in regard to this great department
which cannot be proved right up to the hilt
hr results and by the department’s own
fizures. Again, I say it is the policy of the
Government which has actsd detrimentally
on the Rajlway Department, and he who
runs may read in that direction. The
Government were no sooner in power than
they commenced their acquisition of com-
moditics in addition to imposing a land tax
and other endless small taxes. All these
things discouraged the producer. The land
tax has brought down the value of frechold,
and the farmer’s equity in land became
reduced. On top of that followed the various
financial institutions who realised that their
securities were becoming less. They in turn
put their hand on the borrower; conse-
quently men were glad to dissociate them-
selves from the land, and have done so.
In many instances securitics were realised.

I maintain that in these ways as well as
in others the Government have brought about
the conditions that obtain to-day in the
Railway Department. Later on I shall show
that the position of ths railways is alvo due
to the shortsighted policr of the Administra-
tion. Things are coming home to roost.
The policy of the Government has been
wrong, and it has reacted in a scrious way
on our railways. Notwithstanding higher
freights and that sort of thing, the accumu-
lated loss on the railways during the last
c¢ight years amounts to £11,504.933. 1 do
hope, and T want to emphasise it, that the
Minister will not think for a moment that
the position of the railways to-day is due to
his administration or to the management
by the Commissioner for Railways. It is
due to the general policy of the Government.
The marvel is that a Government with such
a policy could survive or retain the con-
fidence of their followers and the country.
I am sure that, if this party had been 1n
power and had come down to this Chamber
with even such a deficiency on the railwags
as has been shown by this Government for
one vear, they would not have continued
to hold office. A scrvile following, though,
is ready to concur in any loss or expenditure

Let me state a few broad truths and facts
before entering more fully on what I have
alrcady alluded to. The interest charge on
the railways has grown to £2,183,330. The
capital employed on our railways amounts
to £50,728,600, as compared with £37,322,930

' Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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in the year 1914-15. The ten years’
in earnings is 63.18 per cent.
represents to a very large extent an increase
in taxation. In the ten years expenditure
has increased by 119.17 per cent. The return
on capital has gone down almost to nothing,
as will be seen by the following figures:—

increase
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It will be seen that facts like that disclose
how scrious and unsatisfactory is the position
of our railways. If hon. members will study
Table 5, page 40, of the last report of the
Commissioner for Railways, they will® be
vary much illuminated. The facts there are
most startling, and give evidences of mis-

“ PERCENTAGE RETURN ox CAPITAL. management greater than one could imagine,
£ s d. I shall deal with the years 1906-07, 1814-15,
1918-19 013 9 and ,192223. These figures will reveal the
1919-20 i 711 true positicn of our railways, and hon.
1920-21 09 9 members will be able to realise just what
1921-22 014 2% has brought about the present condition.
1922-23 17107 These are the facts—
—_— | 1006-7. ’ 191415, 1022-93,
| =
Length of line . ’; 37 14 miles 4,838 h mﬂeﬁ 5.905-41 miles
Passengers carried ((ﬂ((’]uane of season ticket ! 5,269, 15,184,846
holders) :
Tonnage of live stock .. . .. o 122,748 tons 396,670 tons
Barnings—
Coaching traffic . .. .. .. 8,811 £2,120,929
Goods traffic .. .. .. .. £ () 86" £3,290,471
Total . .. .. .. .. £1 8’9 67" , 0: £5,420,400
Working e\penses .. .. St £612,62 8 C" 40] 67‘) £4,714,262
Net earnings . - .- . £017,035 | £1,430,324 £706,138
Capital expended, open ifnes . £21,8% ‘) 081 i £35,464,71() £4.‘,1;,'8.611
Percentage of net earnings to capital oxpcndvd 199 4033 1-408
on open lines
Gross earnings per train mile .. 5y, 113d. 6s. 4%d. 9s. 114,
Cost per train mile . 25, 114d. ds, Od. 88, 74d.
Percentage of working e\pensos “to g105= earn- 49-88 62-67 86-97
ings

There is an extraordinary state of things.
Whilst in the first eight years there was a
gradual and solid increase there was a de-
creasc during the latter period.

The SECRETARY rOoR RatLwavs: You had no
world war during the carlier period.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. gentleman
is bound, to try to find an excuse.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
solid faet.

Ir. G. P. BARNES:
in every direction. It

That is a

It is not reflected
did not cause a

decrease in passenger traffic. I want to
dwell upon the significance of the facts
which have been presented. When this

Government took office, the tonnage of goods
and minerals carried was 4,400, 651 tons, and
last year the total traffic was 3,812,310 tons,
and that on top of an increase in the length
of lines opcned from 4,838 miles to 5,905
miles and an increase in capital expended of
over £12,000.000. Then  you have to
remember that the net earnings, which were
£1,430,324  in 1814-15, shrank down to
£706,138 in 1922-23. In other words, while
the capital cxpended in connection with the
railways advanced in round figures by 33 per
cent., the net earnings of the railways were
reduced by 50 per cent. Surely there is
room, under such circumstances, for a
Minister to give an explanation when intro-
ducing Estimates covering such an enormous
amount of money. This has not been forth-
coming. The significant thing again. is that
during the period of eight years preceding
the advent of this Administration, there was
a gradually upward movement in all things;
but the moment the hands of this Govern-
ment are felt on the affairs of this State
results commence to topple. This Committee
should demand a wvery great deal more
information than has been given so far.
How the Minister is going to explain away

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.

the conditions that have ruled during the
last eight years is more than I can tell.
The country has not developed under the
management of the present Government, and,
while the population has increased very con-
siderably, and the passenger traffic on the
railways has increased, we know that pro-
duction has been at a standstill. We have
been practically stagnant. I am referring to
this now because I wish to emphasise very
earnestly that there is necd for a very blg
change 1n the policy of the Government. In
other States they are succeeding by different
methods to us to a very large extent. In
New South Wales the net revenue last year
was 5.2l per cent., in Victoria 4.40 per
cent., in South Australia 4.59 per cent., and
in West Australia 3.80 per cent., and in
Queensland 1.5 per cent. The time has
arrived when different conditions should
obtain in the management of our railways.
It is quite evident tha,t the system of poli-
tical management of railways is altogether
at fault, and must be altered. We are shown
by the evidence I have quoted that the
railways can be capably managed when re-
moved from the political sphere.

OrposTTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. G. P. BARNES: Take the position

in connection with the tramways. The Tram-
way Trust are to be congratulated, after
one year’s operations, on the wonderful
success which has attended their efforts, I
find from the report of the Trust that,
after paying interest on £1,400,000, and pro-
viding upwards of £40,000 in other direc-
tions, they come out with a eredit balance
of £97,000. That is a wonderful result for
a year. In New South Wales a move is
being made in connection with placing the
railways under non-political control. It is
not half as essential for that move to be
made there as it is for us to alter the system
here. The move being made in New South
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Wales is indicated in this Press telegram
which came to hand yesterday—

“An important measure, which will
have to be passed in the State House
this session, 1s a Bill to amend the Go-
vernment Railways Act. The Minister
for Railways (Mr, Ball) prepared a Bill
some time ago, but it is now waiting the
recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion before completing the draft. The
expert’s report is expected to be in the
hands of the Minister in the course of
a week or two. The consensus of opinion
in political and railway circles is that
the Royal Commission will recommend
that the railways should be placed in
the hands of a board absolutely free from
political control, with power to deal
with its own funds for the development
of the railways of the State.”

There is an example of people running their
business successfully. We want to know
from the Minister whether the Government
have in their mind any alteration in connec-
tion with the railways.

The SEcRETARY FOR RalLwavs: Your Go-
vernment passed the present Railway Act.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: There is nothing
perfect in political life. If our work once
done_is good for ever and there is no need
for improvement, there is no occasion to
meet here from year to year. In the process
of evolution things must develop, and it is
to improve them thai we meet here.

Take Italy, for instance. They have had
to make a departure there. The “Annalist”
an American paper, thus sams up the atti-
tude of Italy in respect of these matters—

“The public services, such as rail-
roads, telegraphs, telephones and post,
which all had big deficits under Govern-
ment control, are shortly to be de-
nationalised and handed over to private
enterprise. In the meantime, until this
can be done, the railways have been
placed under the control of a Royal Com-
missioner. He started with a deficit
(1921-22) of 1,200 million lire and a total
staff of about 225,000 men. The official
estimate places the deficit for 1923-24
at about 250,000 lire, or a saving of
approximately 1,000 million lire over :wo
years, while the personnel had been

reduced by 48,000 men without any
detriment to the railroad service.”
Then the article goes on to show that,

although that change has taken place, em-
ployment has not suffered—

“ Unemployment has also declined,
the most trustworthy estimate of the
number out of work at the end of 1923
being 180.000, and this, too, in spite of
the heavy restrictions on emigration.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

he hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him by the Standing Orders.
. Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): This is a very
important Estimate. I gathered from the
remarks of the hon. member for Warwick
that he thought that the railways should be
taken out of political control. Hon. mem-
bers on this side would like to know defi-
nitely what he means by that. Does he mean
that our railways should be handed over to
private enterprise and run in the interests
of private enterprise?

Mr. G. P. Barnes: No.
Brisbane Tramway Trust.

1924—4 ¢

Look at the
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Mr. GLEDSON : The desire of hon. mem-
bers opposite should be explained. Is the
idea that the railways should be handed over
to and run on a commercial basis by a
separate commission or trust appointed by
the Government? Let us know what they
have in their minds. If that is so, the posi-
tion would naturally resolve itself into a
state of things where the people who use the
railways would pay for the services they
get. At present they do not, and the country
bears the loss. If it is the contention of hon.
members opposite that the railways should be
made to pay, and that the producers who
send their products to market should pay
enough in freight to carry those goods there,
we shall know where we stand. The policy
of this Government has been to endeavour to
open out the country, and you cannot do
that with a country of the extent of Queens-
land and build railways in the practically
unsettled districts without running those rail-
ways, for some time, at any time, as non-
paying concerns. The trouble in Queensland
is that we have so many miles of railway
running into districts where there are very
few people to the square mile that it 1s
impossible to make the railways pay unless
we charge higher freights.

I would like to ask the Minister whether
he has any idea of the amount of money
which the department is paying in overtime.
I was told some time ago that an effort was
being niade by the department to obviate the
necessity for paying overtime. I am given
to uuderstand, however, that some of the
men, especially in the running service, are
drawing very large sums of money in over-
time. That should not be. If there is work
to be done, we should put on additional men
and thus give them the opportunity to make
a living, instead of paying overtime and
giving the men in the service very high
wages. I hope the Minister will be able to
tell us what is being paid in overtime, and
whether an effort is being made to cut it
down.

Another matter I would like to bring
before the Minister is the necessity for pro-
viding better railway station accommodation
at Ipswich. Members of the Committee
know that £17Q,000 was spent on building
retaining walls, platforms, and subways to
enable the people to get from the proposed
new station on to the street, but the whole
thing was hung up for want of the station
buildings. I take it that it is all a question
of finance—of what is going to pay—and, so
far as I can, I have worked out on a very
low basis what it is costing the department
for the out-of-date station we have working
now. As you know, Mr. Cooper, they keep
an engine there standing practically all day
and night, necessitating the services of an
engine-driver, a fireman, and a shunter,

because, as there is only one
[12.30 p.m.] platform, this engine has to be

coupled on fo every train that
comes in to shunt it one way or another to
get it out of the road. That means a con-
tinual cost to the department, which I have
worked cut on a very low estimate, and I
find that for these three men alone, allowing
for only one shift—and we know there are
more shifts than one—the cost is £1,040, and
the cost of running the engine eight hours a
day amount to £1,825, and the cost incurred
in overtime, due to delay of trains in having
to wait on the top of Devil’s Gully bridge,

Mr. Gledson.]
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during which timec passengers can look at
that beautiful sight while other trains are
at the Ipswich platform, amounts to £1,000,
making a total extra cost to the department
in conncection. with this engine alone and the
delays at the station of £3,865 per annum.
I ask the Minister if it is not possible to
spend so much of the £63,000 which it is
estimated the new bmldmg will cost, and
get some of the unused wagons or old wagons
that have been discarded by. the railway
workshops and place them on the new plat-
forms and wuse them as ticket offices. By
doing that we might be able to obviate the
expense incurred in having the engine that
I have referred to. A considerable sum has
been spent in connection with the ercction
of a new station at Ipswich, and the expense
that would be saved by my suggestion would
probably more than pav the interest on any
money expended on the building of that
station. 1 would like the Minister to go
into the matter to see if it is not possible to
male some arrangement for the selling of
tickets there, so that the trains can be taken
to that platform and thus obviate the delay
caused by trains having to wait at the one
platform. A city of the importance of
Ipswich has only one main platform, and I
cannof. understand how they have put up
with it for so long.

Mr. KERR (FKnoggera): After nine years
of socialistic rule, I think it can be rightly
stated that the Railway Department as it
stands is the Socialists’ big blunder, or the
Socialists” big bungle.

Mr. Hyxes: Is the hon. gentleman going
to advocate handing the rajlways over to
private enterprise?

Mr. KERR: I have not said anything
about that up to the present. During the
administration of the Railway Department
by this Government, the department has
shown a total loss of nearly £11,500.000,
which means that there has been accumula-
ting a dead loss of an average of £3490
per day, or £25,430 per week cvery day and
every week for the past nine years, which
justifies a very serious complaint from the
taxpayers of Queensland.

We have been very proud of our railway
system. Queensland’s length of railways
exceeds that of any other = State - in
Australia, and it has served a very
invaluable purpose in opening up vast
territories and in  making  scttlement
conditions more reasonable, more comfort-

able, and more profitable. Prior to the
advent of this Government they were tha live
factors in connection with our railways, not-
withstanding the statement sometimes made
that many of the lines were political jobberies.
As I proceed I shall show that, although
there might have been political ]obbely those
fincs are in the fortunate position of being
able to pay expenses. I am not going to
take up the attitude that all extensions
should be able to pay expenses, because 1
believe that some of the expenses in connec-
tion with extensions should be borne by the
main line. Let me take the section from Mayne
Junction to Daybore’. That is a section which
is not paying, yet, when the scction was only
opened from Ma« ne Junction to Enoggera,
it was paying handsomely—somewhere be-
tween 8 per cent. and 9 per cent. It is only
right that the thickly-populated part should
carry some of the cost of the extension to
Dayboro.” I believe in treating our railways

[Mr. Gledson.
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in that manner, but I am firmly of opinion
that they should be made to pay their way.
Not only am I satisfied, but evidently the
Minister when sitting in opposition was
satisfied that this was the policy that should
have been adopted, for he then had this to
say—

“If we cover working expenses and
interest on the cost of construction, then
I think we have done all that can be
reasonably required of us.’

We are putting forward the same contention
tn day as the Minister put forward in 1914.

We want the railways to pay the interest
charge and running expenses.

Mr. Hy~Nes: Tell us how to do it.

Mr. XERR: I will tell the hon.
how 1t has not been done.

Mr. Hyxgs: But tell us how to do it.

Mr. KERR: I shall tell the hon. member
later of a method whercby something can be
achieved.

OprosiTIoN MEMBERS : IHear,

Mr. KERR: It is all right for hon. mem-
bers opposite to say now, “ Was it possible
to do this?”’ If it was possﬁ)le in 1914 to
pay interest and working expenss and also
pay into the Treasury a surplus, then it is
possible to do so again to-day. I am not
one of those who say that we should create
a surplus in the department, but we should
create a sinking fund sufficient to wipe out
some of the capital expenditure. If such a
provision is not made and replacements have
got to be made, the utility will become over-
capitalised. If that goes on indefinitely, the
railways will never have a chance to recover.
The policy of drift has been permitted to
creep in, and the railways have drifted so
far that the situation is becoming desperate
and will require concentrated and definite
attention.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: The country is not
developing with the railways.

Mr. KERR: That is so. I listened atten-
tivelv to the specch of the hon. member
for Warwick and that was one of his points.

Mr. HynEs : That is owing to the operation
of the middleman. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. KERR: That is something new since
the advent of the Labour party to power,
because that position never existed before.
The hon. member for Warwick made the
statement that our railways—particularly
the new lines—had outpaced the growth of
our traffic. That is one of the reasons why
the railways to-day are not paying.

member

hear !

The SecrETARY FOR Ramnwiavs: Yes, and
you know the Opposition have asked for
more rallways.

Mr. KERR: Wo ask for a lot of things.
The people are always asking for something,
and we have to make representations on their
behalf,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
a consistent attitude.

Mr. KERR: As the representatives of the
districts we have tc make representations on
any request that is brought before us.

The whole railway system to-dav 1is
undoubtedly over-capitalised. The new lines,
or most of them, are in a worse position

That is not
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than the older lines, for the simple reason
that the costs have been greater. The wages
of the construction workers, the interest on
loans, and the cost of materials of new lines
are all higher than they werc on the older
lines. while in some cases the country through
which the mnew lines pass was not quite
as good as the country which the older
lines traverse. When we talk of over-
capitalisation we must remember that
2pproximately 60 per cent. of our public debt
is represented-in the capital expenditure on
the railways. What has been happeaing with
regard to the over -capitalisation under the

old system, and the higher interest brought
about by the renewals of the old loans? This
has to be carried by the Railw ay Department.
When some of the railways were built we
were borrowing moner at anything from 3%
to 4 per cent. Those loans have to be
rencwed to-day at something like 6 per cent.
to 7 per cent.

The SecReTARY rorR RaiLways: The Labour
Government are not responsible for that.

Mr. KERR: I do not suggest they are, but
they are putting us into such a position that
it will be difficult indecd to get out. Thesx
are taking no action after bmny nine years in
power. They are following a policy of con-
tinual drift. There has been a continual
drift for nine years.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There have

been deficits nearly every year for forty
years.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman is not
right in that statement.

The SECRETARY vOR RaILwavs: Oh, yes I

am,

Mr. KERR: The hon.
right in that statement,
that he is not right

Mr. Hyxes: Dor’t you know that railway
construction has to precede land settlement.

Mr. KERR: The Sceretary for Railways
has made an erroneous statement,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
figures here.

Mr. KERR: Take the comparison of per-
centage returns on capital invested.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwavs: Take the
charge on revenuc since 1883.

Mr. KERR: Let me take this point. 'The
kon. gentleman said the drift has occurred
for forty years.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
very few coxceptions.

Mr, KERR: Let me quote these figures—

gentleman is not
and I will prove

I have the

Yes, with

COMPARISON OF PERCENTAGE RETURNS ON
CariTAL INVESTED.

£ s d.
1907-08 310 4
1908-09 3 7 6
1909-10 3 58 9
1810-11 318 10
181112 3 911
1912-13 3 8 6
1913-14 311 9
1914-15 313 9

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
ment i erroneous.
charge on revenue.

Your argu-
What you want is the
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Mr. KERR: I shall give the hon. gentle-
man what he wants later. Since this Govern-
ment came into power they have not reached
the figure of £3 13s. 9d per cent. The

average since then has been £1 6s. 107d. per
cent. That is the return on capital invested
as against £3 10s. 84d. per cent. for the nine
vears previously,

The SEoRETARY FOR RAILWArs: With few
cxcentions there have been (1(‘ﬁ(‘lts for forty
years.

Mr. KERR : I donot know;
complete list here,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But I have.

I\Ir. KERR: I have it somewhere, and will
take the vpportunity later of showing exactly
how the deficits and surpluses stood under
previous Administrations. The total deficit
is one of the things to be taken inio con-
sideration.

The SpcrrTARY FOR RamLwavs: There were
deficits amounting to £10,000,000 before we
camae 1into power.

Mr. KERR: 8pread over what number of
sears? @

The SECRETARY FOR Rarmwavi: Take the
rercentege of Jeficit: to revenue fvou wil]
find it is heavier under previows Governments
than at present.

Mr. KERR: It 1s shecr nonscnse for the
oo, gentiesnan 4o talk like that.,  What
return did the capital giver That 15 the
point, I the capital is giving a verurn sufh-
cient  to  mect  the iatercsi and  ruauing
cnarges the railways are payh

I have not the

The SYCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
rot doing that.

Mr. KERR : Fv-y were.

They were

My figures prove

that. The wlole system fis growing worse,
and 1t 1s duc to over-capitaiisati un higher
wages, greater cost of  repairs, and the

depopulation of the country districts.

Now that the Minister has settled down a
little bit, I would like to tell hin: that for
the previous eight years the demxt in the
Railway Department was £236,102. That is
what the hon. gentieman 1s talking about—
the charge against vevenue,

The SFCRETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS:
member is absolutily wrong.

Mr. KERR: Let me make that statement
aq,xm I have taken out the charge against
revenue for the previous eight yvears, “which
amounted to £286,102.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
wrong.

Mr. KERR: I venture to say that my
figures are correct.

Hon, M. J. Kirwax:
again,

Mr. KERR: There is no
me to do it over again.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
a forty-years’ period.

Mr. KERR: You said mostly every year
for forty years. You are quibbling again.

At 1245 pm.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. KERR:  When the Government came
into power in 1914.15 they started with a
surplus of £48,651. That is to say, when

Mr. Eerr.]

The hon.

You are
Do the suwm over
necessity for

I spoke of
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they came into power the railways showed
a surplus of that amount, but for the last
nine years the mllway deficit  totals
£11,467,484. That is an appalling position
which cannot be continued. The Assistant
Heme Secretary  recognised the position
When he made the statement that he could
save the State thousands of pounds in con-
nectlon with the railways. He has not saved
a bean, but he has been a member of the
(fovernment that have increased costs. The
hen. gentleman interjected a little while
ago, “ “What would you do in regard to this
matter?”” The only way to lighten the burden
of the people of Qucensland is to get the
greatest possible result from the compara-
tively deserted lands alongside our present
railways. I may be asked “where these lands
are. 1 have travelled through nearly every
palt of Queensland, and I make the state-
ment that a lot of the land that our railways
pass through is deserted land. I want to
know if the Government have given full con-
sideration to the question of utilising the
land along existing railways. If they have
why has the Commissioner for Railwars in
Queensland got this to say—

“From a national itanﬁpomt and
looking to the future, the opening up of
country for closer settlement by new rail-
ways 1s desirable, but from the stand-
point of the present management there
can be no doubt that the construction of
new lines has outpaced the growth of
traffic; consequently the railwayvs are
over-capitalised for the amount of busi-
ness done, as the revenue from increased
tonnage falls far shors of paying the
additional interest. What we require to
make the railways pay is a greater
traffic along existing lines.”

‘This Government immediately should appoint
a Commission to ascertain the area of unused
lands alongside our railways, and also the
best possible use to which those lands could
be put. If that is done, it may save this
State millions of pounds. Tt is no good
quibbling and trying to get over it by saving
that the railways are run to open up the
country and to benefit agricuiture. I shall
show presently that the railway» are not
having the result {hat it was sought to
achicve, Let me also mention what the Com-
missioner for Railways of Victoria says on
ihis question—

“On our tours of inspection we have
been impressed by the scanty settlement
and the absence of cultw"ttson in various
areas served by the railways; and while
new lines may be found necessary for
opening up special localities, it is bevond
all doubt that the utilisation to the fullest
extent of areas in proximity to existing
railways could not fail to be very bene-
ficial not only to the railway service, but
also to the State and the commumtv
at large.”

Then the Commissioner for Railways of
South Australia has this to say—

“In the TUnited States of America
it is accepted as an axiom that territory
that does not boast more than 300 inhabi-
tants per mile of line does not invite
railway construction unless it has excep-
tional posslblhtles in the way of freight

he average number of inhabi-
tants in South Australia per mile of line
.open is 204. It will be_seen what
a difficult problem is constantly faced by
the management of the railways in

[3r. Kerr.
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endeavouring to make lines of develop-
ment in any way remunermhv 7

There we have the position in a nutshell.
The Secretary for Railways has made the
statement that it should not be treated as an
ordinary business, but more from the point
of view of getting land settlement and agri-
cultural development. Ie states that be
prefers to put a burden on the great land
monopolists and wealthy companies. Surely
the Government, when they make these state-
ments, have at last recognised that their
pohcv is a mistaken onc! Surely that has
been brought home to them by the fact
that they have had to reverse their action
in regard to retrospective rents which they
put on the great land monopolists! If they
do not know that, the Premier and the Secre-
tary for Public Lands have misled the
country.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KERR: It is a question of policy on
the part of the Minister. The Minister says
that he prefers to put the taxation on the
land monopolists and wealthy companies in
Queensland. It is time that we asked that
something further should be done in con-
nection with our railways so that they may
pay their way. The railways -have not
served their purpose in regard to opening up
the country.

Mr. COLLINS :
pay.

Mr. XKERR: The hon. member has evi-
dently been asleep in that regard.

Tell us how to make them

Mr. HyNEs: Do you suggest increasing
freights and fares?
Mr. KERR: I have not made any such

suggestion. The Minister says that in 1922
certain concessions were made—I think up
to 20 per cent.-—in respect of freight and
stock, dairy products, ete.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
cession.,

Mr. KERR: We are short in the Railway
Department this year by over a million and
a-half, and according to the report of the
Commisstoner for Railways, that concession
only amounted to £161,610.

Tho SrcreTARY FOR RAILWAYS : Last year?

Mr. KERR: No, I have not seen the repoet
for last year; it has not yet been pub-
lished. This is the report for 1922-23. It
was stated at that time by the Minister
that the department was helpmty agriculture,
vet we find that the concessions given only
amounted to £161,610, while we were on
the wrong side of the ledger by over a
million. The rebates allowed to the Mount
Morgan Company only amounted to £45,000.
We are not looking for paltry sums, or
concessions to the extent of £100,000, but
we are looking at the fact that we are
$£1,500,000 to the bad. The policy of the
Government ought to be changed. Take the
matter of population, for instance. The
figures with regard to population in Queens-
land are—

A big con-

POPTTATION.
|
Census, | Census. Increase
— 3rd April, | 4th April, | Per Cent.
1911, 1921.
Cities 141,565 214,076 51-2
Towns .. 90,518 125,844 285
Shires 368202 | 423857 $ 151
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This indicates that the policy of the Govern-
ment is not right, and that it has had the
effect of bringing people from the country
into the cities. I would take an opportunity
iater on of showing the increase in the fares.
It has been definitely stated that the fares
in Quecnsland are lower than they are in
other States, but that is not borne out by
statistics, The population has increased hy
15 per cent., yet, although we have over
1,000 additional miles of railway we are
doing less business than in 1914-15." The ton-
nage carried last year was less than in 1914-
15. The average revenue from the carriage
of goods and live stock in 1914-15 was 10s. 1d.
per ton, and the average revenue in 1922-23
was 15s. 8d. per ton, or an increase of 5s. Td.
per ton. Add to those figures the reccent
increase in freights, and you will find that
the total increase in the freight for live
stock since 1814 is about 67 per cent. I
venture to say that in no other State in
Australia  has the Railway Departmeni
increased freights to that extent.

_ 'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : The average
increase has been lower than that in any
other State.

Mr. KERR: The fact is that the freights
ave still higher than in any of the other

States. Let us take the figures for 100 miles
for the highest class freight—
s. d.
New South Wale .. 76 8
Victoria ... 63 3
Queensland ... 89 4
South Australia ... . T3
Western Australia L1701

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
rates up te 200 miles.

Mr. KERR: You must take the average.
X]ou cannot take one detail here and one
erc.

Then let us look at freights on agricul-
tural produce. The average increase between
1914-15 and 1922-23 amounted to 53 per cent.,
and, adding the recent increase of T, per
cent,, the increase is well over 60 per cent.
grealer than in 1914, A consideration of
the earnings per train mile will bear out
what I say. In 1914 the gross earnings per
train mile were 6s. 43d., and in 192293, Os.
11zd.—which confirms my estimate that the
mcrease up till last year was 55 per cent.,
and that the recent increase brings the total
increase since 1914 to nearly 65 per cent. I
venture to say that the time has arrived
when there has got to be a stocktaking on
our Queensland railways. We say that
political interference has got them into the
position in which they are to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are not
talking of your own party’s experience?

Mr. KERR: Prior to this Government
coming into power the railways were a credit
to the State. Kven our present Premier
admitted that. Queensland was not like
New South Wales, where their railways all
ran down to a central port. OQurs went to
the natural seaport direci.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member has
exhausted the time allowed to him by the
Standing Orders.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): 1 do not think the
Government have anything to apologise for
“in their railway policy. I have listened to
hon, members on the other side criticising

Take the
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it, but I want to say that that policy has
resulted in placing 1,000 new settlers on the
land in North Queensland in six months. I
accompanied the Celotex party recently in
the Quecnsland railways as far as Towns
ville, and those gentlemen were loud in their
praises of the Queensland railway system.
They were astonished to find that in a State
like Queensland there was the largest rail-
way system in the world in proportion to
population. Before we came into power,
Mackay received no consideration whatever
from a railway point of view. I had the
pleasure reccently of taking the member for
Hobart over the northern system of railways,
and he was loud in his praises, not only of
the way in which he was treated, but also
of the railway system and the length of rail-
way which this Government had developed.

{2 p.m.]

Observant visitors from overseas and from
the other States, when travelling on the
Queensland  railways, have always been
struck with the big problems that confront a
Government running a State like Queensland
from the point of view of the length of the
lines and the sparse population. Iver since
1 have been in this Chamber, I have noticed
that when these Estimates are under con-
sideration the Opposition were never fair
enough to allow those matters to be taken
into consideration. Everyone realises that
it is grossly unfair when discussing the
administration of Queensland railways to
compare the administration of our railway
system with the administration of the rail-
way system in New South Wales or Victoria,
where they have not the same problems to
face. I particularly mentioned these gentle-
men connected with the Celotex Commission,
because those gentleman have travelled all
over the world and have probably doune con-
sidevable railway travelling, but immedi-
ately they reach Quecnsland and get to the
North they realise the big railway develop-
ment policy of this Government and the diffi-
culties with which they are confronted. They
stressed the fact that the attention and con-
veniences that they enjoyed when travelling
on the railways of Queensland compared
favourably with those on any railways on
which they had travelled. Mr. Grant—who
is the member for Hobart in the Tasmanian
Parliament and who is not a Labour member
—was persuaded by me to take the railway
journcy to the North, and on his return to
Hobart he was so impressed that he wrote
a special letter of thanks to the general
manager of the North Queensland railways
at Townsville, thanking him for his courtesy
and attention, and pointing out that he was
satisfled that Queensland must advance
under the policy of this Government. These
are matters that should be circulated, and
the Opposition in their criticism of the
Railway Department should, in all fairness,
take these facts into consideration.

I am very pleased to have this opportunity
of thanking the Secretary for Railways on
behalf of the people of North Queensland
for his continued advocacy, which has re-
sulted in the linking up of the Northern and
Southern railway systems. Hon. members
will be pleased to know that the final link
has been made, and now it is only a matter
of waiting for the construction of the Darraji
bridge. So far as the laying of the line 1s
concerned, the North is linked with the
South, and, as the member for Herbert, I
pay a special tribute to the Secretary for

Mr. Pease.]
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Railways for his advocacy in this connec-
tion. I kunow that in 1921, when there was
a monetary stringency. railway construction
had to shut down, but I was fortunate
enought 1o persuade the Minister to go
North and sce the possibilities o that part
of the State, arnd I know that it was owing
to his advocacy that the lire was continued
and completed. I do not want to be
parochial  because I represent a northern
electorate and say that the North alone is
going to benefit. The whole of Queensland
is going to benefit by this connection, and,
bad the Governments of the 1ast, who were
not faced with financial difficulty ard could
have got meoney at o reasonable rate of
interest, done their duty to the people of
Queenstand, that line linkirg +he North with
the South would have heen built twenty
vears ago and the railways would have paid.
The Governments in those dayvs were not
confronted with the problems that we have
had to face. The present Government de-
serve the greatest credit for facing this
problem of linking up the North with the
South, which has cost some miliens of
pounds hotrrowed at a heavy rate of interest.
I am quite satisfied that that money will be
repaid. I take this opportunity of conver-
ing my thanks to the Premier, who has taken
a very active part in the construction of this
line. He has been a big factor in construct-
ing this line. The people in North Quecns-
land realise that the finding of some millions
of pounds—which this line has cost—was a
hard task under present conditions. I know
when the Premier goes North in December
of this year—when I understand the official
cpening of the railway through to Cairns will
take place—he will be told by the people
what I am saring now, and that i: that
- the people in those districts realise that the
Government have done their duty. The
people of the North realise that the Govern-
ment have done their duty, not onlv to them
but to the people of the whole of Queens-
lend, and they have done their duty as busi-
ness men would do in connection with the
railways, because until that link from North
to South was completed the railways could
not pay. I am satisfied that the completion
of that link will practically add a new pro-
vince to Queensland.

The hon. member for Warwick talked
about increased taxation. 1 am going to
show him and other hon. members in this
Chamber that the completion of this line
has already reduced taxation to a class whom
the Government are not supposed to be cater-
ing for. About 100.000 bales of wool passed
through Townsville last year for Southern
destinations. Owing to the completion of
this link in_the railway sy=tem the shipning
companies have reduced the freicht on a
loale of wool from Townsville to Brisbane by
3s. 6d. a bale, and that reduction represents
£17,600 to the wool producers of North
Quecnsland. That is a factor that meabers
of the Opposition ought to tuke into con-
sideration. The policy of the Covernment
kas made that reduction possible. I question
whether the wool producers of North Queens-
land pay £17,500 in taxation annually. If
they do pay that amount, they have got it
back in a reduction in freight. and possibly
time will result in a further reduction on the
freight in wool.

Take the people who have boeen travelling
North and South in the past’ Look at the
amount of money they have had to pay in
steamer fares! They could not obtain return

{Mr, Pease.
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passages, but immediately the railways came
into competition with them the shipping com-
panies reduced their freights very consider-
ably. That again is a reduction in taxation.
Hon. members opposite should take all these
factors into consiceration when they criticise
the policy of the Government in regard to the
development of our railways.

1 also want to show what the completion
of the link between the two systems meant
1n the finding of markets for Southern pro-
ducts. Truck loads of butter from Gympie
and Gladstone are arriving by railway in
Townsville to-day. Before the link was com-
pleted that butter could not be sent to Bris-
bane, and then reconsigned to Townsville
by steamer. In many places in North
Queensland, when the Atherton Dairy Com-
pany could not keep pace with the consump-
tion of butter, additional stocks were secured
from the Southern States. The dairying
people in the Gympie and Gladstone districts
have now a new market for their produects.
Quite recently train-loads of potatoes came
by rail to Townsville from Murgon. Pre-
viously potatoes were imported from Victoria
and New South Wales. Truck loads of fruit
also arrive at Townsville from Stanthorpe.
1t was not profitable for the fruitgrowers in
that centre to send their produce to Towns-
ville by steamer, as the cost of handling and
freight and the delay in transit was too
great. To-day hundreds of pounds worth of
fruit arrive in Townsville two or three times
a week to be consumed by the people in the
North.

Again, members of the  Opposition have
talked about the Government not settling the
people on the land. Three years ago the
tract of country between Cardwell and Innis-
fail was practically deserted. To-day there
are thousands of people up there. It would
be no exaggeration for me to say that there
arc certainly 1,000 settlers between Inmnisfail
and Ingham, and that they were not there
until the people realised what the construe-
tion of the railway would mean to them.
The Tully River sugar-mill is going to be of
service to 1,000 people in that area next year.
That would not be possible if it were not
for the policy of railway development of the
Government.

Take the condition of the people in the
North. The average working people could
not afford to pay the steamer fares demanded
to come South Now, owing to the policy of
the Government of giving cheap excursion
fares at such holiday seasons as Christmas
and Kaster, the working people of North
Queensland are able to bring their wives and
families to the metropolitan aveas. The
metropolitan people, and the firm of which
the hon. member for Warwick is a member,
are going to reap a good deal of benefit by
those people coming down here. A good deal
of shopping is done by parcel post by the
people of North Queensland, Before railway
communication was established a good deal
cf that trade went to Victoria and New
South Wales. I now find that a good deal
of that parcel post trade comes to Brisbane.

What I want to try and get this Commit-
tee to understand is that not only North
Queensland is going to benefit by this action,
but the whole of Queensland is going to
benefit. I am quite satisfied that the benefits
will be very appreciably shown in the report
of the Commissioner for Railways next year.
There 1is another factor—perhaps more
important to the primary producer, to whose
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interests the Country party are supposed to
attend—-—

Mr. Cerser: We do attend to them.

Mr. PEASE: They do not. Through the
action of the Government in pushing on with
this line, we have received 25,000 tons of
sugar-cane at the Giru mill, in the Tully
area, which would have been scrapped with-
out that line. Right through the piece that
sort of thing has been happening; so that,
even though the burden of railway construc-
tion is fairly high, the added benefits which
the producers and the people receive from
the policy of the Government are more than
twice the amount of that cost.

I had the pleasure of introducing a depu-
tation to the Premier last week in connection
with a railway from Boogan to Mourilyan,
which has been approved by the Public Works
Commission, and which will link Mourilyan
with Innisfail. The amount involved is
something like £100,000 and the
pointed out that it was not possible to carry
out the work this financial year. Some people
may consider that the people in the North
should be satisfied, considering that some
millions of pounds have been spent to link
them with the south; but this Boogan pro-
posal is to make a port which would be of
cousiderable benefit to a big tract of country
which will be opened up for settlement and
would make the proposition a payable one.

I do not think I can do better, in conclu-
sion, than to mention a wire which I received
from one of the shire councillors at Card-
well, which represents an area in which the
new Tully sugar-mill is situated. He said
that for over fifty yecars the people of the
district had waited for the consummation of
this railway line, and that, thanks to the
Theodore Administration, they had at last
achieved their desire. I am very pleased
indeed to have the opportunity of expressing,
on behalf of the people of North Queensland,
their thanks to this Government for carrying
the line to a successful conclusion, in spite
of the immense difficulties with which they
have had to contend.

. Mr. CORSER (Burnett): It is verv pleas-
ing to hear that some of the railways of the
State have been completed. We must remem-
ber that for the last five or six years the
Government have had an opportunity of
formulating a scheme for the opening up of
the TUpper Burnett couniry, which has
resulted in three railways to Monto being
passed. One is from Rannes, one from Many
Peaks, and one from Mundubbera, and they
are to join at Monto, in the Upper Burnett,
Since that time, in pursuance of their policy,
the Government have established 700 settlers
in that district with the intention of opening
thousands of farms. These settlers have now
been in the locality for some months, and it
must be a drawback—it has certainly damped
their ardour—that the Government have
curtailed the building of the railways. The
settlers in the Callide and Burnett area view
with consternation the fact that the Govern-
ment have withdrawn many labourers from
the Rannes-Mundubbera-Many Peaks rajl-
ways. Many of those who are settled 40 or 50
miles from the railway are absolutely depen-
dent on railway connection. Some of them
are at the present time preparing for harvest-
ing crops, and others have crops growing with
the prospect of a dairy season. It cost them
over £4 per ton to deliver their cotton to
rail head, and unless there is a very much
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more live policy of railway construction
followed, this is going to continue for a very
considerable time. It was stated by the
Secretary for Railways, when opening the
first section of this railway, that at least the
Mundubbera-Monto Railway would be gone
on with. It is being gone on with, but the
unfortunate part is that it seems to be the
desire of the department to construct these
railways at a very slow rate, and, unfortu-
nately, though two years ago I made a
request to the Railway Department for the
construction of the bridge across the Burnett
at Coratodus to be included in the first
section of the railway above Eidsvold, it was
decided by the department to make it the
first link of the second section of the railway.
An amount of work was held up because this
river crossing was not included in the first
section, and this has curtailed the possibility
of advancement.

‘The SecreraRYy vor Rammways: They
expressed pleasure at my decision to go on
with the second section. .

Mr. CORSER: They certainly expressed
pleasure, but what they want is an honest
continuance of that railway. Construction
is going on so slowly that you can hardly
see it owing to the withdrawal of workers.
There does not seem to be a desire on the
part of the Railway Department to push
that railway on to a successful conclusion.

The SEcRETARY FOR RarLwavs: That is an
unfair statement.

Mr. CORSER : The settlers feel that there
is not that determined desire on the part of
the department that there should be to push
the railway on to Monto, as was supposed
to be the intention when these people took
up the land. I must voice an appeal on
behalf of these settlers and on behalf of
those who are going into the new arca to be
opencd in a few months, and I urge the
Minister to do everything in his power fto
persuade the Cabinet not to keep these rail-
ways hanging on year after year, but to see
that they are connected with Monto, as they
told the settlers would be done. The settlers
are compelled to falfil their agreements and
improve their farms, so the Government
should first carry out theirs. I do not
think that is an unfair request to make, and
the Minister will agree that, if the Govern-
ment could find the money to connect up the
coastal rvaailway when there was alrcady
facilities for the conveyance of goods along
the coast, surely to goodness they can find
the money to build agricultural railways to
districts that were settled wholly under a
Government scheme! Years ago they
claimed that that scheme was ready. - Years
ago they claimed that they were determined
to carry out that scheme. They have made
a start, and there are settlers therc; but
they have been hampered from every angle
through want of Government assistance and
through the Government not carrying out
their anmounced railway policy in regard to
the Upper Burnett. Railwavs are essential.
They are essential for the cheaper carriage
of materials for the buildings on the farm,
for the settlers’ homes, and for the building
of the schools. They are essential in every
direction in the opening up of these Burnett
and Callide lands, and I sincercly trust the
Minister will give us more than words, and
will see that his promise that the railway
would be carried on to Monto is fulfilled,
not only technically, but practically, and that

Mr. Corser.]



1240 Supply.

the settlers will have confidence in feeling
that, when they further develop these lands
and encourage others to come along and
settle there, this railway will be completed
to Monto as stated.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anengo): 1 hold with
the hon. member for Burnett that railways
should go hand in hand with land settle-
ment and education in our State. The Go-
vernment must admit that their policy has
been very dilatory in connection with the
construction of rdilways into new areas. I
do not mean to say that the Government
have not made an effort to construct railways
for development of the State from an agri-
cultural point of view; but unfortunately it
is often such a long time before railways
passed by Parliament are carried out that
the pcople who have settled on the land
in anticipation of the railways being built
are in such financial difficulties by the time
those railways are constructed they are noth-
ing like the value to them they would have
been at an carlier stage. I could refer to
railway proposals which have been discussed
and passed by Parliament many years ago.
There is one line in my district which is
now nearing completion. The people there
have been living in the district for many
vears, and are only now getting the railway
which was promised to them a long time ago.
I maintain that the delay in building rail-
ways is not in the best interests of settlement,
and it is not advisable from a railway busi-
ness point of view.

1 agree that a great deal of money spent
in North Queensland has heen absolutely
essential in the interests of development in
the North and in order to open up railway
communication with the southern portion of
the State, as it has assisted in making mar-
kets accessible to the producers and has
brought about advantages in many other
ways from a railway point of view. There
is, however, one matter in' south:rn Quecns-
fand which requires attention, and I do not
think that an hon. member would be doing
his duty if he did not mention it. We have
a glaring spectacle of the Government’s lack
of inter»st in regard to the linking up of the
southern railways. There is a railway line
in the Southern Burnett the terminus of
which is 14 miles from the Brisbane Valley
line. I know that the hon. member for
Ipswich will agree with me that this short
length of railway should be immediately
constructed by the Government. It is a
most serious thing to primary producers,
more particularly in my own district where
they are growing lucerne on the black soil
flats of Barker’s Creek and have to cart it
for many miles to the rallway. If the short
length was constructed between Nanango and
Yarraman, it would be a great advantage
to those producers.

Then there is the connecting link between
the Burnett railway line and the Downs.
That matter was taken up many years ago
by the Government. It would only require
a small expenditure to link up these railways,
and the Government should take action.
This linking up would give the producers
in those areas much greater facilities than
they have at the present time.

I wish to say a few words in connection
with new lines. There is room for develop-
ment along these new lines in the shape of
weigh-bridges, sidings, and other things of
Importance to settlers. It is one thing to
have a railway and another thing fo bring
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produce on to it and put it on the trucks
and send it away miles and miles, and some-
times not be able to get any definite informa-
tion as to the return from it for a fortnight
or threc weeks at a stretch. I know the
Minister will use the argument that it is
impossible to make the railways pay and carry
out a great expenditure at the same time.
But I am not using that argument; I never
have. T do not agree with the argument of
the Minister that, if you are to make the
railways pay, you must put up fares and
freights, because when you arc running a
business and the people will not come into
vour shop to buy, if you keep on putting up
your prices, you gradually prevent any of
them coming in at all. That is just what is
happening in the case of the railways. Motor
traffic is 1n many instances running in com-
petition with them and taking away business.

Mr. Weir: Aided by good roads.

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, roads built by the
State, although, if the hon. member would
follow the road over the range between
Nanango and Yarraman, he would find that
some of it has mnot been built by anybody.
I believe that during Show weel in Brisbane,
at least 500 passengers came by motor-car
over that bad road rather than do the big
Journey round by train.

Hon. M. J. Krmrwax: That iz not the
reason. They are better off now: they can
afford to travel in motor-cars.

Mr. EDWARDS: That is not_the reason.
They would have had to catch the train
at 5 o’clock at night, as I did last night, and
arrive in Brisbane next morning at 6 o’clock,
and that is too long to come 120 miles to
Brisbane. If that connsction were made,
there is no doubt that there would be an
increasc in fares and freights received by
the railways in southern Quecnsland, and
now that there is so much traffic on the
North Coast Railway, 1t is more cssential
than ever that that link should be built.

These are things to which the Minister
should give very carcful consideration. The
Minister is not to be envied by any man,
if he is to do justice to his position. It is
an age of good roads, and where the good
roads are built the Minister must know that
before very long the whole of the railway
policy will have to be carefully reviewed.
There is no doubt that motor traffic on the
roads will militate against the good working
of the railways, and is a factor for very
careful consideration. Although it may be
against the policy of the Government, I
think the time has arrived when the contract
system of rallway construction should be
tried out against the day-labour system. I
am satisfied that we would get our railways
built more cheaply, and that would be in the
interests of the railways and of the develop-
ment of the State.

Hon. J. G. APPEL (Albert): 1 do not
propose, during this debate, to quote statis-
tics as to the financial position of the rail-
ways of the State. That has already been
ably and fully done. I want to rcpeat what
I have said on previous occasions, that in
my opinion a great deal of the present finan-
cial difficulties of the railways is due to the
fact that a considerable amount of political
influence has been permitted to interfere
with their management by the Commissioner
for Railways, which is contrary to the policy
which has been laid down that the adminis-
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tration should be entirely in his hands. If

that were done, unquestionably
[2.30 p.n.] an improvement in the financial

position would take place. What
do we find to-day as a result of that political
interference and influence? We find that the
service 1s certainly not a contented service.
Discontent appears to prevail in practically
every section of the service. It is an unfor-
tunate position, because this is onc of the
utilities in which all those who are employed
in carrying out the busincss should co-operate
one with another. There is no doubt that, if
this feeling exists, it is not for the benefit of
the system itself, nor does it promote the
better financial position that we would like
to see. I quite admit that, having regard to
the enormous mileage of our railway system
and the fact that railways have been con-
structed into districts: which are more or less
unsettled and undeveloped, it naturally
follows that you cannot cbtain such a return
immediately after the railway construction
is completed as would otherwise take place
if the construction was into a developed dis-
trict.  One of the main objects of railwav
construction in Queensland was to assist in
the settlement and development of areas
which could not possibly be settled without
railway facilities. I have on differcnt occa-
sions, when the question of fares and freights
have come up for discussion, stated that, if
in the opinion of the Commissioner it is
necessary to incrcase the freights and fares
in an endeavour to make the system a pay-
able proposition, so long as that increase is
applied to every section of the community
who use the railway system, I could see no
objection to it; but, unfortunately, so far as
I can analyse the position to-dar, the greater
portion and the greatest burden of such
increase has fallen upon the shoulders of the
primary producers. That is an unfortunate
position, because they are a section of the
community who can least afford to bear this
increased burden. A greater burden should
have been borne by those who are better
2ble to bear it. The passengers who use the
railways should have had to pay a consider-

ably greater increase than they are called

upen to pay to-day.- Take, for imstance, the
passengers who are travelling for pleasure.
The first-class railway fares should have
been increased to a greater extent than they
have been, in place of the increased burden
being placed upon the primary producers,
and that would have been more equitable
than casting a heavier burden on the section
whom I have already named.

_ There is onc matter I would like the Min-
ister to comsider, and it refers to another
mereased burden which has been placed
upon the shoulders of the primary producer.
Hon. members are aware that a large quan-
tity of crecam is carried upon our railway
system to the different butter factories.
There has been an incrcase in the freight on
cream owing to the Government’s action in
decrdlng on an all-round increasc of fares
and freights. For many years assistance was
given by the department in the wav of an
additional porter, who travelled with the
train to give assistance to the guard in load-
ing that cream into the wagons. Owing to
the passenger traffic at certain stations, the
whole of the onus of loading cream is cast
upon the owner and consignor of that com-
modily. In some instances that means a
very considerable loss of time. I know of
cne particular instance—I refer to Bethania

[1 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1241

Junction—where I am propared to give to
the Minister individual names if he thinks it
necessary, where men over seventy years of
age are required to assist and often load the
cream-cans themselves into the wagons. I
appeal to the hon. gentleman as to whether
this is a fair proposition in view of the
increase which has been made in this particu-
lar freight. That is quite outside the loss
of time that falls upon the producer through
being compelled to remain at the station
until the loading is completed.

These are all matters which possibly have
not been brought before the Minister. In
view of the position I would urge him to
talke such matters into consideration, as they
involve an addition to the actual increase
which the dairyman is called upon to pay.

Mr. WEeIR: He gets a special cut rate.
Surely you do not want other assistance too?

How~. J. G. APPEL: That cut rate has
been increased.:
Mr. WEIR: Well, it should be.

Hox. J. G. APPLEL: I am not cavilling
for the moment at that phase; but is 1t a
{air thing that these conditions should obtain
unless they are iade to apply to every
station? I am given to understand that they
do not apply to every station. They cannot
apply, because in many instances the cream
is loaded from the back of a vehicle into a
cream shed, and it has to be loaded from
there into the train by the officials connected
with the train. In the particular case that
has been brought under my notice the cream
is placed upen a platform, which is not one
cf the high platforms, and then lifted from
the platform into the wagon. As I indicated,
in some instances inen over seventy years of
age are required to do this because the
department refuses to provide the necessary
iabour. The guard has not sufficient time to
carry out that dubs, owing to the large pas-
senger fraflic. I ask the Minister to cause a
reversion to be made to the system whereby
a porter travelled with the train to assist in
loading goods of that character I know that
those who bring fruit and timber to the train
are required to do the loading. I would be
willing to accept the position if it were
necessary and made uniform at every station
and the department was unable to afford
ihe assistance which is required. If in certain
stations the sender of crecam is required to
cet that assistance or to load his own ¢ream,
it is inequitable, and, in vicw of the incrcase
of the freights, it 1s only fair to the senders
of the cream that such assistance should be
wiven in those as well as other cases.

I listened with very great interest to the
remarks which feli from the hon. member for
Herbert. I confess that, if I had not been
aware of the facis, I would have come to
the conclusion that the inception and con-
ception of the Great North Coast Railway
was due to the Labour Government. Let us
give credit to the man who deserves that
credit. It was the inception and conception
of the late Hon. Dr. Kidston.

OrprostrioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The whole idea was
suggested by him, and the whole matter
recelved parliamentary sanction under his
Administration. Funds were provided by
loans and a considerable mileage constructed
before the Labour party came into power.
It was a great scheme, and one which no
doubt, as has been said, will materially assist

Hon. J. G. Appel.]



1242 Supply.

in the development and scttlement of that
fertile portion of the State of Queensland.
The present Administration have had what
T call the honour of continuing that great
scheme, and the quicker the scheme is com-
pleted the quicker may we expect some
return. Admittedly in a great scheme like
that, which is passing through a large areca
of land which in some instances is not even
settled and in others is only now becoming
sparsely settled, we cannot expect at first
to get a return which will make it a payable
proposition. In the future it will become
a payable proposition and the boldness of
the conception of the late Hon. Dr. Kidston
and his Administration has been proved by
the ovidence given by the hon. member for
Herbert. The hon. member gave evidenca
as to the facilities which are now being
afforded to the people living in the northern
part of the State to those who are growing
produce, by which they are enabled to get to
a better and an easier market.

The question of further railway construe-
{ion is a matter that is very debatable. I
have come to the conclusion that, in view of
the development which has already taken
place, it would bo unwise to undertake
further railway construction into unsettled
sreas. Apart from the necessary construction
in connection with this great linking up
scheme, no further extensions should take
place. If we do undertake further railway
development, we are simply thrusting upon
the shoulders of the taxpayers of the State
burdens which are not justified. ILet the
schemes which have been initiated and are
being carried out be completed and perfected.
With that completion and perfectionl there is
no doubt a large amount of development and
settlement will take place, which will afford
relief and opportunitics for those whe desire
to go upon the land—land which I have no
hesitation in saying ranks amongst some of
the most fertile and best watered 1n the whole
area of the State of Queensland.

_There is one other matter that I would
like to bring under the notice of the Minis-
ter, and that is what might be termed the
starving of the scrvice. In many instances
we find that a sufficient appropriation is not
made to enable the department to carry out
necessary additions to the inadequate accom-
modation which exists to-day. In some in-
stances accommodation which was provided
before there was any development on a
particular line is still there. Owing to the
devo_lopment that has taken place in con-
nection with passenger traffic, particulariy
in the South Coast district, we find that the
accommedation is absolutely inadequate, and
that no conveniences exist that should exist,
having regard to the passenger traffic and
the goods traffic. Then, again, we find that
adequate provision has not been made for
rolling-stock, and that old faulty rolling-
stock is now used. It is very hard to con-
demn the department, but to my mind it is
a great pity that such old carriages should
be used. In some of the first-class passenger
carriages, we [ind that the cushions, owing
to their age, are torn, and the horse-hair is
protruding and getting lost.

The SecreraRY FoR RAmLwavs: That is
directly contrary to the report of the Com-
missioner.

How. J. G. APPEL: I travelled the other
day from the border at the south-east corner
of the State in a first-class railway compart-
ment, and there can be no question about

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Supply.

it being ancient. The paint was all dis-
coloured, and large patches of leather had
disappeared from the cushions.

Mr. Norr: In the carriage I came down
in yesterday, on the Brisbane Valley line,
the hinge fell off the lavatory door, which
could not be shut.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am not blaming
the Commissioner, because he can only expend
the money that is provided.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwWAYS: We provide

more money for rolling-stock than any
previous Government.
Hox. J. &. APPEL: Of coursz; but has

not the revenue increased? Has not the

mileage increased?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not the
train mileage, We have more powerful
locomotives.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Take the South Coast
line. Seven years ago you could arrive at
the Melbourne Street. Station a minute or
two before the train left and you weuld find
any amount of accommodation in any car-
riage vou wanted to travel in; but to-day,
unless you are at the station half an hour
or threc-quarters of an hour before the train
leaves, you practically cannot get a seat.
That is evidence of the increase in the
passenger traffic. ’

The SECRETARY FOR RamLwavys: The hon.
member for Warwick said our trains were
empty.

Hox. J. . APPEL: I am not going to
speak of any railway system with which 1
am not acquainted. I am not speaking in a
hostile manner. I am urging the Minister
not to starve the department.

The SECRETARY FOR Ranwavs: We are
giving the question of rolling-stock very close
attention.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
must know that the rolling-stock is not
adequate. The other day an accident
cccurred at Mayne Junction which might
have been very serious indeed. According
to the reports, the accident was due to the
fact that the wheels in the under-carriage
were not in a proper condition, and the
flanges were worn to such an extent that they
would not take the points. These are all
matters that members of the Opposition are
not simply endeavouring to make capital
out of, but it is our duty to point them out
to the Minister when his Estimates are before
the Committee.

The SECRETARY FOR RAiLwivs: We are
making an appropriation for rolling-stock
this financial year.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: What amount has
the hon. gentleman appropriated for repairs,
additions. and matters of that kind in the
South-Tastern districts of the State?

The SECRETARY FOR Runways: We are
appfopriaﬁmg about £750,000 for rolling-
stock. .

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am not refeg*x:ing
particularly to rolling-stock, but to additions
and improvements in regard to the accom-
modation required at diffcrent stations.
The amount of this vote is absolutely inade-
quate. I admit that it is due to the financial
position which the present Administration
is in, but it is mistaken economy. urge
the hon. gentleman to increase the amount
at present made available, so that the Com-
missioner for Railways can carry out this
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work., Hon. members have frequently to go
to the Commissioner for Railways on matters
affecting their electorate, and it is invariably
admitted that repairs and additions are
urgently required, but we are told that there
is no money avatlable. I know . the Com-
missioner would be only tco pleased to carry
out additions which are necessary to meef
traffic requirements; but if the Minister will
not make a sufficient appropriation, it is
impossible for the Commissioner to carry
out the work that should be done. I have
always found the Commissioner only too
willing to meet hon. members whenever it
is possible for him to do so; he has certainly
done so in my case. But what are the facts?
Take Coolangatta, for instance, where there
is only the small accommodation which was
provided many vears ago. There is no
veranda over the platform, and in rainy
weather, before people can get from the
train into vehicles and reach their destina-
tion, they practically get wet through It
is admitted that a veranda over the plat-
form is necessary, but the Minister will not
make the needful appropriation, People
are paying increased railway fares, and the
traffic has increased so much that it has
become nccessary on certain days to run
through - trains from Melbourne Stveet to
Coolangatta without calling at Southport;
yet there is only the old inadequate accom-
modation at Coolangatta. 1t is necessary
that some additional conveniences should be
given by the Railway Department to people
who are fravelling and who are paying
increased fares. .

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): The vote for the
Railway Department is one which affects
every clectorate in Queensland. Tt would
be a good thing for the Government to take
mto  consideration the suggestions which
have been offered time after time from this
side in_tho direction of altering their rail-
way policy. The time has more than arrived
when  we should have a Commission
appointed to inquire into the relative merits
of day labour and contract work in the build-
ing of railways. We have had a Commission
of Inquiry in connection with the Bletro-
politan Water Supply and Sewcrage Board
in Brisbane, and it is patent to cveryone
that a good deal of work was being slummed
and a good deal of money lost on work which
was not reproductive.

~Any member who has had railway construc-
tion going on in his electorate knows that the
same things obtzins, and should mention it
if only for the veason that we, as the custo-
dians of public money, should sce that the
policy of any Government should bie to et
the very best return possible for the mogev
contributed by the taxpavers. .

The SecrRETARY TOR Ramwivs: Do you
remember what Mr. Paget said about dav-
labour work? ‘

_Mr. VOWLES: I do not care what Mr.
Paget said. He may have heen speaking
entirely from what he knew from depart
mental documents, which possibly were mis-
leading. We do know that in many cases the
day-labour worlk is slummed and there is not
the amount of supervision of the Government
work generally that there is where private
individuals are interested. That applies not
only to railway construction, but to all work
in which the Government are interested. I
do not advocate driving methods, but I do
say that we should have proper supervision,
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and that where it is possible the contract
§ystlefm should have an opportunity of proving
1teslt.

I was very pleased to hear the hon. member
for Albert reply to the remark: of the hon.
memher for Herbert, in which the latter
took to the Labour party all the credit of
tha construction of the North Coast Railway.
The hon. member must know from the
history of railway construction in Quecnsland
that this scheme was originated years before
his Government came into power. Mr.
Kidston, Mr. Paget, and Mr. Denham were
the men who started the ball rolling, and this
Government merely completed the track.

The Secrerary rorR Raiwwavs: This
vernment found the money.

Mr. VOWLES: They merely carried it to
fruition. The scheme was approved of and
commended by a previous Government, and
what is the good of the hon. member coming
along now and endeavouring to give all the
credit for it to the Labour Government? His
logic in other respects will not bear scrutiny
either. He told us that the woolgrowers—
and they are not a section whom the Govern-
ment claim to represent; they say they repre-
sent all classes and we are supposed to repre-
sent only one class—have been assisted by
Lis Government, and that in thelr generosity
they have done something which will pus
into the pockets of the woolgrowers £17,000
in the saving in railway freights on wool
which they previously had to send by steamer.
But while these men get the benefit of 4s. 6d.
a bale because their wool is carried at a
reduced rate, inccme tax and super income
tax are being collected from them to make
up the shortage in the running of the rail-
ways. 'They are prepared to pay those taxes,
however, as part of a development scheme
which is going to help Queensland to go
ahead. We were told that, if we could only
get the iron horse to North Queensland, we
would get that district settled, because 1t
has assured seasons, which other parts of the
State have not got.

With reference to the railway from South
Brishane to Kyogle, it must be evident that
it is going to be the means of relieving the
Western railway, and will thus obviate the
necessity for duplicating the main line to cope
with the trafic coming from the West. At
present the Southern and Western railway is
the only means of taking passengers from
Brisbane to Sydney, and now that we are
going to carry passengers and freight from
the North also, we would have a bigger con-
gestion than ever at Wallangarra, if this
railway were not coming along to relieve 1it.

The hon. member for Albert spcke about
the use of political influence in the running
of our railways. We are told frequently that
the railways are the properiy of the people
and that the railways are not supposed to
pay. If that is the doctrine of hon. members
opposite, we say that people who live in the
backblocks should get at any rate reasonable
concessions in the matter of railway communi-
cation.

I agree with the hon. member for Albert
that with the price of material, the vrice of
labour, and everything else pretty well at a
maximum it is to-day, it is not a desirable
time to go in for building new lines until

the lands adjacent to our existing

[3 p.m.] railways are tenanted. If the

Government would adopt one
of the planks of the Country party’s plat-
form, and, if necessary, repurchase estates

- Mr. Vowles.]

Go-
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along the eoxisting lines and have that land
settled, there would be some possibility of
making the railway lines pay.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No new lines
will be constructed this year.

Mr. VOWLES : I know that is so, but that
is one of the things I want to refer to. The
(Government are not going to build or com-
plete any mnew lJines during the coming
financial year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Except the
South Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton, line.

Mr. VOWLES: During my speech on the
Address in Reply I pointed out two instances
that were wvery unbusinesslike. One was
where the Government were playing the fool
with the Tara line, and the other was in
connection with the Toowoomba railway
vards, where engine sheds arc supposed to
be erected in the future. During the last
clection and the election previous to that a
rumber of men were rushed into the Too-
woomba district, and £70.000 was expended
in the building of bridges and the making
of a little bit of a loop. There are no build-
ings there for engine facilities, and the old
shed, which is in a state of ruin, is being
patched and a new top is being put on it.
Think of that dcad money, amounting to
£70,000! Then we have probably £150,000
Iying dead in the Ipswich yards—possibly for
more than ten years. Going from Toowoomba
and Ipswich we coine to the Tara line, where
@ number of men were rushed into the dis-
t:ict immediately before the last eclection.
A cortain amount of work was done, but
that work is gradually decreasing. Men are
being taken away, but the overhead cxpenses
are there all the {ime; and, although they
have completed, I believe, something like
7 miles of line, the line has not been brought
to a payable position, consequently the whole
of the money which has been expended in
that direction is lying dead, carrying interest
and bringing in nothing in the way of
revenue.

The SECRETARY FOR RaAlLwavs: The per-
centage of dead capital under the present
Government is no greater than under pre-
vious Governments.

Mr. VOWLIES: The money has been lying
dead at Tara, Toowoomba, and Ipswich for
vears.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
centage 1s not any greater.

Mr .VOWLES: There is a considerable
capital outlay there, and nothing comes in
by way of returns. I often wonder if the
Government and the Commissioner realise
that the people who run motor ’buses and
motor-cars are coming into serious competi-
tion with the Railway Department.

The per-

It is highly necessary that the Commis-
sioner should reorganise his department and
revise the time-table in country districts.
In the summer time, unless first-class cream
can be brought to a butter factory, it is
valueless to the producer at the present price,
because what he receives does not pay him
for producing the commodity; consequently,
if the railways are going to be run for the
purposes of land development, they must
cater for the public, and must give them
facilities for bringing their produce in so
that they will_get the best possible price.
Quite recently I was reading a report of the
evidence of farmers in my district given in

[Mr, Vowlss.,
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conncction with the award for rural workers.
They all claimed that they could not pay the
wages because of the price they received for
their commodity, and they all stated that
for the want of proper railway facilities they
were unable to get the price they should get,
more particularly in the summer time.

- The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
incorrect statement.

Mr. VOWLES: It is perfectly correct.
Go to the butter factory at Dalby and get the
particulars of the Tara consigninents and all
the consignments along the Bell line, and
vou will find that in the summer time with
a service two davs a weelk it is impossible
for more than 70 per cent. of the selectors
to get a first-class result, more particularly
because of the way the trains are run at
the end of the week.

The SECRETARY FOR RArLwavs: I have re-
ceived scores of letters of appreciation of

That is an

our services.

Mr. VOWLES: Probably from some of
vour friends.

The SEcrETARY FOR Ramwavs: And from
some of yours, too.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman

peruses the evidence contained in the issue
of the newspaper at Dalby last Tuesday, he
will see that every witness who gave evidence
in connection with the rural workers’ log
said the same thing about his produce. They
all said they could not produce prolitably
and pay the rates demanded unless they got
first-class prices for their cream, and they
cculd not get first-class prices unless they
got the facilities by rail to get their cream
to the factory promptly. There is now com-
petition with the railway in the Dalby
district. There is a motor service between
Jandowae and Dalby and between Bell and
Dalby. TPassengers do not travel by those
conveniences because they prefer them to
the railway, but because the time tables are
more suitable. I know that, if there was a
little alteration in the railway time table
by the introduction of a double service, it
would mean an additional outléy of only
£80 or £100 a vear. Under the present
conditicns some of the railways might just
as well be closed up or he taken over by
private enterprise, because, if that were done,
we would have better services than we have
to-day.

The SerETARY FOR RAILWAYS : The tonnage
on our railways has increased considerably.

Mr. VOWLES: I quite expect it would
with the extra lines that have been opened,
and more particularly with the linking up
of the systems of Northern and Southern
Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwwavs: There has
blecn an increase in the passenger traffic
also.

Mr. VOWLES: Queensland is expanding
every vear, and we naturally expect that
every department would expand. But we

know that the cost of running the depart-
ment is expanding pretty freely. We know
that it {akes double the revenue to run the
State to-day that it took when the Govern-
ment originally came into office.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You knrow,
too, that all costs all over the world have
gone up considerably.

Mr. VOWLES: We know that the State
is expanding, and with the opening up of
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new lines we naturally
increase in the tonnage and passenger
trafic. We are told that Qucensland has
become prosperous under a Labour Govern-
ment. If that is so, we should get an
increased tonnage and passenger traffic on
our railways.

The hon. member for Albert spoke about
the inconveniences that the pcople have to
suffer in the outside districts, I remember
some years ago going with a deputation to
wait on the Hon. W. T, Paget, the then
Secretary for Railways, at his office in
George street. Mr. Coyne, the then hon.
member for Warrego, and the hon, members
for Balonne, Maranoa, and myself comprised
that deputation. I will never forget the
tirade of abuse that the late Mr, Paget was
subjected to on that occasion, more especi-
ally by the hon. member for Balonne. The
grievance was that there were no water bags
attached to the Western trains. You never
see them on the Western trains in these
times  when Labour Government is in
power.

Mr. Hy~xes: Probably vou never look for
the water bag. (Laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: They are certainly very
baudy. Agair, no passengers should be
asked to travel the long distances they have
to travel in the West unless thev have proper
lavatory conveniences. We shall be toid ihat
there are a certain number of lavatory con-
veniences on the train, but. if vou travel
gluu n from the West on Tucsday and Friday,
is will_be found that the bulk of the train
is made up of sleeping coaches, to which
the ordinarv passenger has no access until
Toowoomba is reached. There is a 50-mile
run from Dalby to Toowoomba. and very
often it is not possible, except for those in
privileged compartments which are locked
up. to get to a lavatory on the train. Pas-
sengers are always complaining of that
fact.
I will say that the people of the West
have received some concessions from the
Government, and they appreciate them.
Those concessions are in the way of better
pessenger traffie. The train that leaves
Toowoomba after the arrival of the mail
tram on Monday and returns again from
Roma on Wednesday is one of the greatest
boons in the West. : '

Mr. Moreax: It took us a while to get it.

My, VOWLES: Yes;
then it was taken away and again re-
installed.  Again, the train for Western
passengers, which leaves on Tuesdays and
Fridays at 3 o'clock, is highly appreciated
by the people who have to travel long dis-
tances in the summer. But, while we have
those benefits, we have to realise that freights
and fares have been increased.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not as much
as in the other States.

Mr. VOWLES: More so. If the hon.
gentleman will go through the records he
will find it is so. It is a mistake to increase
freights at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RaArLways: I said the
increasc was not so great as in other States.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman is
trying to sidetrack. If we have those facili-
‘ties, we have got it in the neck in other
directions. How are we to encourage people
to go out into the back country if we put
thigh freights on their produce? If the

we had it originally,
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Minister will look at the comparative charges
on articles necessary for the development of
the land, such as fencing wire, and galvanised
iron

The SECRETARY FOR RamLways: Take cattle.

Mr. VOWLES: That is an exception, be-
cause of the slump in cattle. If the hon.
gentleman compares the freights on the
articles I have mentioned with those obtain-
ing in New South Wales and Vietoria, he
will find that our settlers are charged twice
as much as those of the other States. When
the hon. gentleman and his party put a
30 per cent. increase in freights on wool and
on sheep going to market, they tried to make
people believe that the only persons affected
by the impositions were the big sheep men,

whereas the smallest grazing farmer and
producer is also penalised.
Mr. Hy~NES: Produce is carried more

cheaply on the Queensland railways than on
the railways of any other State in the
Commonwealth.

Mr. VOWLES : Let the hon. member pro-
duce figures to prove that statement. He
cannot.

Mr. Hynes: T ean.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member cannot,
because it is not a fact. Like the Minister
the hon. member may say that our fares and
freights have not been increased at the
same rate during the last few yecars as they
have in other States. Nevertheless the com-
parison is in their favour. It is a mistake
to impose this increase in fares and freights
on the pcople in the back country. If the
Government want to induce people to go out
and develop the country, they should give
those people concessions and preferential rail-
way freights on the necessities of life, and so
make their burdens easier. We have advo-
cated this on many occasions. It is one of
the outstanding things so far as railway
matters in Queensland arc concerned.

Too much money is being lost on our
railways. The state of affairs existing to-day
did not exist in 1914, We were then getting
better results for the money expended. We
have found out in other directions that there
have been leakages, and that there has been
slumming of work. That has existed for a
long while, particularly in connection with
railway construction.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You had
more men per mile of railway than we have

Mr. VOWLES: We were able to show a
profit to cover interest on cost of con-
struction, whereas the hon. gentleman’s Go-
vernment can only show an accumulated list
of deficits, ranging from &£1,250,000 to
£1,750,000 a year, and totalling in the
aggregate something like 4£10,000,000.

The SECRETARY FOR Ratnways: There have
only been three small profits in the railways
of Queensland during the last forty years.

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about
profits; I am referring to the interest on the
cost of construction. Omne expects any busi-
ness at least to pay the interest on the cosf
of construction. If our railways were paying
we, as representatives of the taxpayers, would
be satisfied. The railways were doing that
in 1914, but have not done so since.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: That was
not so in 1914.

Mr. VOWLES: The only excuse the hon.
gentleman can offer is that the railways are

Mr. Vowles.]
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not intended to pay. If they are not intended
to pay, why did the Government impose the
recent increases in freights on the produce
of the man on the Hnd the man who is
producing wool, and the man who is sending
his sheep to market? We cannot class bhat
man with the wool kings and the big com-
panies. The small farmer suffers with the
magnatn.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLways: Your party
advocated an increase in freights.

Mr. Morean: Our party did not. It is
no good saying that.
The SECRETARY FOR Rarmwavs: The hon.

member for Albert did.

Mr. VOWLES: Whatever opinions indi-
vidual members of the party may express,
they have nothing to do with the polities of
the party. It goes to show, what members
on this side always claim, that we are at
liberty to ventilate our own individual
opinions. We are not bound down like hon.
members opposite.  There are no Caucus
slaves on this side. Members on this side
are not driven. They are at liberty to vote
according to their conscience, and that is
why you find at times individual members
ventilating their own troubles and giving
their own private opinions.

I want to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the fact that, in the Railway Depart-
ment, just the same as in the other depart-
ments, they are allowing their buildings to
get into disrepair for the want of paint, and
it is highly necessary—more paticularly in
the western country—that the buildings
should be painted frequently if you want to
preserve them.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: More expenditure!

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a matter of move
expenditure. It is a matter of saving an
asset. It is an insurance. It is much better
to pay £100 for painting and for the upkeep
of a building than to allow it to get into
a state of disrepair, and possibly have to
pay several hundred pounds later on to
re-erect it.

Hon. M. J. KIRwAN:
up to make a report.

Mr VOWLES: The hon. member should
be the last to talk about making a report.
Do we not remember the time when the
hon. gentleman was appointed to make a
report on railway matters? Do we not
remember the report which he presented to
this House—an immense volume, which
nobody ever read?

The SECRETARY FOR RarLwavs:
do you want?

Mr. VOWLES: We want appointed to
Railway Commissions men who will report
impartially, and not men who have an
axe to grind. A man who was a member of
the Ratlway Union should never have been
appointed to a Royal Commission to report
on the work of the Railway Department.
Disinterested outside experts are the persons
to get on these occasions, and not a man
who will get up in this Chamber and tell us
he can save a quarter of a million a year in
the running of the department, and then
come back with a blank sheet as the result
of his inquiries.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): I suppose this
vote presents a good opportunity to members
to ventilate grievances. The hon. member
for Dalby talked about the large surpluses
of previous Governments in connection with

TMyr. Vowles.

You should be sent
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the management of the railways, but since
this (Glovernment came into power we have
had practically the whole of the Northern
and Western districts closed down. It is all
very well to level criticisms at the Railway
Department. A good deal of it probably
does no harm, and it may do a lot of good,
but we have to realise that the Normanton:
Croydon Railway, the Cooktown Railway,
and the railway from Cairns to Forsayth
probably do not pay for axle grease. All
these things have to be taken into considera-
tion. Since the advent of this Government
there has been a collapse in the Cloncurry
district, where mining propositions  which
plevlouslv were good pav'\bk’ concerns for
the Railway Department are not now holding
their own, but have been getiing behind
year after’ vear.

The southern people are treated very well
from a railway point of view, and get a far
Lotter spin frorn the Railwzy Department
than the people in the country districts.

In regard to the grievance about water-
bags, it is a very difficult matter for railway
men to keep fhen eyes on water-bags while
trains are tunning along. From my experi-
ence, hefore the trains get to their destination
the Water-bags become the playthings of the
children on the irain, and as soon as they
are emptied or partly emptied they are
dropped out of the window. (Laugh\‘m )
Unless the bags are placed as a fixture, it

would be very difficult for the train officials
10 keop them in their places. Some fixture
should be provided for the water-bags so as
to give a supply of water on long-distance
trains. It is only reasonable to give the best
to women and children, as a man can battle
zlong and get a drink at any tank along the
line. Thero are plenty of conveniences in this
direction for the male folk.

The Public Works Commission intend to
make a report on the suggested railway
line from Kajabbi to Mount Isa and thence
to Burketown; but before any railway line
is constructed to Mount Isa it should be
proved that that field is one which is likely
1o last.

Oppostrion MEMBERS: Hear,

Mr. RIORDAN: In the past mining com-
ranies have had a good deal of consideration.
At one time it was necessary to build a rail-
way line to get communication, but our
improved main Touds and motor facilities will
serve some districts and enable their produce
to be removed in that way for many years
to come without going to the expense of
building a railway line when the mine will
P e1h¢ps only last for five or six years, Our
experience with regard to copper mining in
Quecnsland has not been very encouraging.
The fields have becn short-lived, the ore only
existing at a shallow depth. and 1“‘111“{1,‘
vwhich have been built for mining companies
arve practically white elephants. This party
is not responsible for that. Then, again,
inke the building of railway lines out to
Western Quoendana and the foolish policy
adopted by Goveruments of building railway
lines through big holdings of perhaps a
thousand square miles in arca, and only
employing a manager, a bookkoeper. a
jackeroo, and about thirty aboriginals. What
hope was there of getting any setilement
when these people had leases of the iand for
forty or fifty vears?

Mr. MoreaN: Do not the Government
provide for wvesumiption after a certain
period? :

hear!
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Mr. RIORDAN: When resumptions fell
due a fair average portion of the holdings
had to be taken, and I do not know who
was to be the judge of a fair average
portion of the run. I do not think that sowe
of the resumptions would bear investigation.
Resumptions should be made for closer
settlement along railway lines, and the people
with large holdings forced further back. Tho
sclector puts the land to better use, and is a
better feeder of the railway line than a big
pastoral company. I am thinking of Maxwel-
ton, Marathon, and Aftonh Downs in my
electorate, which should be supporting a
hundred or more families. The land would
Le stocked to its full carrying capacity, and
we would get a better return from the land.
We would provide traffic for our railways,
and would be able to take produce from the
interior to the sesport at Townsville. The
railway was built from Townsville to Clon-
curry, but within a couple of hundred miles
of Cloncurry there was the port in the Guif.
I have heard one hon. member say that the
water is blown out of the river up there at
certain seasons of the year, which is. a
silly statemont, and there 1is nothing
to stop a lightering scheme, which would
have been more profitable and efliciont
than building a railway and forcing the
people to send their goods 600 or 700 miles to
Townsville when there were water facilities
right at their back door. We know that the
nien who were responsible for the building of
ihe railway to Cloncurry had big interests in
Townsville. The hon. member for Carpen-
taria, at that time Mr. Forsyth, was a
member of a firm which had all its interests
in Townsville, and the extension of the
Northern Railway practically meant the
ruination of the Gulf country, which it put
back half a century. As to the cry about
the Government being responsible for the
failure of the railways, I do not think this
Government is responsible for that. 1 think
the responsibility rests on previous Govern-
ments for being so short-sighted as not to
make provision to get hold of land along
existing railway lines instead of allowing it
to be overrun with prickly-pear. That is the
condition of things one can sce along the
rzilways to Dalby and Tara and such places,
where land which should have been a big
producing factor in the hands of small settlers
is held by large landholders, and allowed
to go to ruin.

Mr. MORGAN interjected.

Mr. RIORDAN : A man who is practically
forced out of his electorate by prickly-pear
still stands for the big landholder! Vet he
has evidence of the state of affairs every
time he goes to his electorate.

Mr. MoreaN: The policy of the Country
party is to cut up the land.

Mr. RIORDAN: The Country party! It
changes its name as often as it can con-
veniently get a pact! It has been swallowed
in the Kederal Parliament, and it has bLeen
swallowed here. I have no illusions about
the Country party, any more than have the
people in the country. It is only a matter
of another election, when it will disappear
altogether.

Another matter I would like to refer to is
the charge made to selectors by the Railway
Department for sidings. I think that is an
unjust taxation on people living in country
districts. I do not know whether the policy
is adopted in the Southern Division of the
State, but a siding is an asset to the Rail-
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way Department, and 1 do not ihink any
settler should have such a tax imposed on
him. If sidings are warranted, I think it 1s
the function of the Railway Department to
put them in without making any charge for
them. If, on the other hand, the loading
does not warrant them and a couple of
sclectors are financially in a position to put
in their own siding, or if only one individual
insists on having one, well and good—let
them find the moncy. Where, however, a
group of selectors want a siding, the cost
should be defrayed by the Commissioner, be-
cause as an assct the siding is absolutely no
good to the selectors. It is an asset to the
Commissioner, and can be removed and used
clsewhere in the event of the place going
back, although I do not think there 1s a
likelihood of places going back in country
districts.

There is another matter I would like to
bring under the notice of the Minister and
the Commissioner for Railways, and of the
Maintenance Branch especially.

For many years there has been a strong
demand for decent living quarters for main-
tenance men and for the establishment of
group camps, and I hope they will work cut
established for the education of the children,
and where the people’s social life can be
made more pleasant and more congenial,

under which system there would

[3.30 p.m.] be a tendency to keep a good

set of men together for railway
maintenance, The Railway Department
hav: commenced the establishment of
group canips, and I hope they will work cut
successfully; but they should not be made
a lever by the department for reducing the
maintenance strength. Along the Western
Railway the department has reduced the
strength to a pretty fine point, and in some
cases two men have to look after 24 miles
of line, which is a ridiculous state of affairs.
The department is only courting trouble
when they get down to such a fine point.
We realise that the traffic is not so heavy
on the different lines in the North since the
slump in the mining industry; still, it is
neceszary to keep the lines up to a certain
standard. The Western mail to Cloncurry
runs at a pretty fair spoed, and unless the
line is kept in good repair, some trouble
will eventuate, and the department is only
looking for trouble when they pursue their
foolish policy of discharging one man in nanh
gang, thus weakening the strength of their
maintenance section. In some cases +*ne
lengths are even greater than two men to
24 miles, and I think it is bordering on a
scandal to reduce the maintenance strength
to such a fine point. 1 strongly object to
the group system being made a lever for
dismissing maintenance men. The group
system could be made a good one, and could
he worked economically by the department.
A greater mileage could be more efficiently
maintained by twelve or fourteen men in a
gang, aided by the services of a rail motor-
car, than hy sacking men as a result of
inaugurating the group system of settlement.

During my service with the Railway De-
partment, according to the regulations, if a
man was employed temporarily for more
than six months, he had a claim to le
appointed to the permanent staff. Some men
are employed temporarily for twelve months
and over, and the department should have
these men appointed to the permanent staff,
and give them the opportunity of enjoying

Ur. Riordan.]



1248 Supply.

the privileges that the permanent officials
enjoy. There is a de«rroe of uncertainty
about the temporary man’s employment, be-
cause after he has been six months or twelve
months on the job he is put off for a day,
and he registers at the Labour Burcau, and
if labour was properly supplied through the
Labour Bureau that man’s name would be
placed at the bottom of the list and the top
man would be selected. and the temporary
man would have to wait his turn again.

There is another matter in connection with
charging for seating accommodation on the
Western mail. That practice may be justi-
fied in Brisbane where there are big crowds
travellmg, and where we have sleopmg car-
riages on the trains, but it is plactlcallv
ridiculous to institute such a practice on the
Cloncurry line. It is a rather miserable
way for the Railway Department to go about
collecting an extra shilling or two. We know
that there is a limited amount of space on
the Cloncurry mail and all western trains,
and apart from sleeping-berth accommoda-
tion, therc should be no charge for seating
accommodation. Once a passenger pays for
his ticket he should have the right to go
along and get his seat in the train, which
was the practice until a few months ago.
To charge for seating accommodation is a
bad system to establish in the Cloncurry
district, and I am sure the Commissioner
will give favourable consideration to wiping
out this humbug tax on the people in western
districts. It is most objectionable to have
to wait about the platform at night time at a
place like Hughenden until the train comes
in from Cloncurry. The passengers have to
wait on the platform until the Railway
Department ascertains what seats have been
booked. The passengers then set about book-
ing seats. The first night the practice was
introduced the train lost about forty-five
minutes. Twelve seats were booked. It
cannot be said that the 12s. which was
received for those twelve seats compensated
for the forty-five minutes’ delay to the train
During that time the whole of the train stafl
were idle, and the rolling-stock under those
conditions will not show a good return.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: Where was the book-
ing done in the first instance?

Mr, RIORDAN: The booking is done in
the first instance at Cloncurry, or wher-
ever you first join the tmm You then

have to wait until the chart is obtained from
the conductor before the seats are allotted.
Such a system might be all right in the
Southern Division, where they have up-to-
date trains, and where the people have
to ‘“scrap’” for their seats; but these
“fads ’” should be kept for the pcople down
here. The Commissioner will find it more
profitable and save a great deal of delay
by withdrawing this charge of 1s. for seats
in the Northern Division.

Mr, MORGAN (Murilla): T would like to
say something with regard to the freights
on cattle. The Minister interjected across
the Chamber that cattle were carried at a
cheaper rate in Queensland than in any of
the other States. That might be g0 so far as
the cost per mile is concerned, but, if the
fact_is taken into consideration that cattle
in Victoria- are to-day worth 756 per cent.
more tham in Quecnsland, it will be seen
that the charges in Quecnsland are a great
deal heavier.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
more to carry them here.

[Mr. Riordan.
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Mr. MORGAN: Caitle in New South
Wales are also worth a lot more than in
Queensland. Nevertheless, we find that the
freight cn cattle is considerably higher in
this State than in any other part of Aus-
tralia. I have figures showing that in some
instances the freight on cattle in Queensland
is equal to 20 per cent. of their market
value. It seems to me extraordinary that
in an industry which is down and out, and
in which the people engaged are losing a
considerable amount of money yearly, the
Government should take from™ those people
2C per cent. of the value of their cattle. In
1914, when the industry was in a better posi-
tion than it is to-day and when it was more
profitable for those engaged in the industry,
the freight on cattle for 100 miles was 80s.
per truck. I am now referring to the “ K7’
wagons which are said to be capable of
earrying eighteen head of large cattle. That
freight was equal to 4s. bd. per head per
100 miles. DBut at that time there was a
further concession, which has since been
taken away. If the meatworks engaged a
train to carry cattle, a reduction of 20 per
cent, was allowed. That is, the charge per
truck on a train load of cattle amounted to
64s., or 3s. 6d. per head per 100 miles. In
1924 the frelght on cattle for 100 miles is

139s. 3d. per truck, or Ts, 8d. per head,
against 4s. 5d. per head in 1914.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There has

been an increase in working costs since then.

Mr. MORGAN: There are relatively in-
creased charges for longer distances. Let
me take these figures—

FretgHT PER TRUCK, PER 500 XMlInms.

s. d.

1914 291 0

1924 . .. 443 6
That means a cost of £1 4s. 7d. a head

to truck cattle 500 miles, which is equal to
20 per cent .of their market value in the
Enoggera Yards to-day. The Minister must
himself admit that it is an enormous taxa-
tion to place on these people.

The Secrerary ror RalLways: The last
increase of 5 per cent. did not apply to

cattle.
Mr. MORGAN: No, but surely the
Minister has taken sufficient from that

industry by increasing the freight on cattle
by 64 per cent. since 1914.

The SEcrETARY FoR MiNEs: Compare the
working costs for the department over the
same perlod

Mr. MORGAN: There was a conference
held some time ago, and in order to place
the cattle industry on something like a sound
foundation and to enable people to carry on
in some manner or other, it was decided to
reduce the shipping flelghts overseas con-
siderably. The workers in the meatworks
also voluntecred to have their wages reduced
so that the men engaged in the industry
could carry on. That was voluntarily done’
the employees consented to a reduction, and
the shipping companies reduced "their
freights, and the Queensland Government de-
cided to reduce their railway freights by
30 per cent.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
TFederal Government?

Mr. MORGAN : The Federal Government
gave a bonus.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
withdrew.

And the

‘Which they
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Mr. MORGAN: Tt was withdrawn this
vear. and the State Government have also
withdrawn their concession of 30 per cent.,
which was a very big item.

The SECRETARY FOR RALways: It operated
for a long time.

Mr. MORGAN : Notwithstanding the fact
that the industry has not improved, the
cattle people are now paying this extra 30
per cent. I am' pleased to say that the
workers in the mecatworks have not struck
and asked to have their wages put back to
the old rate. They would be justified in
so doing, owing to the fact that the Queens-
land Government have, as it were, set them
a lead.

The SECRETARY FOR Rainways: The Federal
Government set the lead.

Mr. MORGAN: I am pleased to know
that the shipping companies have not in-
creased their freights overseas.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramways: They want
that subsidy from the Federal Government.

Mr. MORGAN: The Queensland Govern-
ment are the ones who are interested most
in the cattle industry. They know whether
the State stations are paying or not, and
whether the cattle industry is paying. Thev
have all the figures available, and. notwith-
standing the fact that they are themselves
losing a considerable amount of money each
year, they come along and put on an increase
of 30 per cent. in freights, while those
engaged in the industry are attempting to
put it on a solid foundation. The cattle
industry is practically confined to Queensland.
The Southern States are not interested at
all in the export of frozen bheef. The
industry is one of Queenslard’s principal
industries. When wo take the by-products—
canned meats, hides, tallow, etc.—it is the
second largest industry in Queensland from’
a_revenue-producing point of view. Not-
withstanding that fact the Government have
not helped the industry in the way they
should.

The SECRETARY FOR RaAmLwavs: They have.

Mr. MORGAN : The least they could have
done was to continue the rebate of 30 per
cent. in freights, until the indusiry reached
a sound foundation.

The SECRETARY TYOrR RaAmwavs: Why did
not the Federal Government continue their
subsidy ? They had a big surplus.

Mr. MORGAN: The Federal Government
are not so greatly interested in the cattle
industry. The Southern States are not send-
ing beef out of the country at all, and the
Federal Government realise that it is an
industry wholly and solely confined to
Queensland. Why should the Federal
Government subsidise the cattle industry
when it is of no interest to the other States?
It is the duty of the State Government to
look after this industry and do all they
possibly can to put it on a payable founda-
tion. The Federal Government were not
asked. and naturallv would not be asked, to
subsidise Mount Morgan; yet the Govern-
ment have not thought fit to withdraw the
subsidy of £60,000 a year to Mount Morgan.
The price of copper still remains at a value
that will not allow Mount Morgan to be
worked at a profit, and the Government are
still continuing the subsidy to that company.
Why, then, do they not also continue the
reduction in freight on cattle until such time

1924—4 m
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as the cattle industry is once more placed
on a payable footing? 1 do not object to
freights being increased on products that are
realising high values. Nobody complained
when the Government increased the freight
on wool. Although wool carries & very high
freight, nobody complained when the rate
was raised, because wool is a wonderfully
paying proposition at the present time. We
recognise that., when the freight on cattle
was put up during the war—it was increased
by 64 per cent.—we were getting £3 per 100
1b. for our cattle, and we could well afford
to pay the increase in the freight. The
Government were perfectly jusiified in
increasing the freight on that occasion; but
when cattle came down to £1 ner 100 lb.,
the Government had a perfect riaht to reduce
the freight to what it was in 1914.

Mr. WerR: How did you roar when the
Government increased the freight?

Mr. MORGAN: We did not roar. We
recognised that we could afford to pay it.
I remember that on one occasion Mr. Fihelly
said he thought railway frieghts should be
raised and lowered according to the value of
the produce that the railways were carrying.
That would be a sensible thing to do. Wr.
Fihelly mentijoned lucerne chaff, and he said
that. when the farmers were getting £20 a
ton for lucerne chaff. they could well afford
to pay a higher freicht than when they were
getting £5 a ton. The producers can afford
to pay a hicher freight when they are get-
ting a good price for what they produce.
The Minister is continually arguing that the
freights in Queensland are lower than they
are in any other States. He knows that is
wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
percentage increase is lower.

Mr. MORGAN: We saw recently that in
New South Wales they are going to reduce
the freights on the railways bv some hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds, and in Victoria
the rates are very much lower than they are
in Queensland. The freights on primary
products in Queensland are very much higher
than ther are in the other States. Let us
take agricultural produce. Recently we got
the figures from the Minister so far as they
apply to Queensland. The following table
will give a comparison between the freights
charged in Queensland and those charged in

I said the

Victoria on agricultural produce—

— i Queensland. Vietoria.

| 5. d. 5. d.
50 Miles .. .. 911 70
100 Miles .. o 17 2 10 10
200 Miles .. L 27 4 14 4
300 Miles .. L 33 9 16 6

There is an increase of 100 per cent. on
freights on agricultural produce in Queens-
land as compared with the freights charged
in Victoria.

The SeCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : You are not
quoting the ‘“to port’ rates.

Mr. MORGAN: No; but I am going to
expose the Minister on the “ to port’ rates.
Take flour as an instance, To bring flour
down from the country to Brisbane fo feed
the people of Brisbane, the Railway Depart-
ment charges 12s. a ton for 200 miles.
But to take it up country—to feed the

Mr. Morgan.]
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people living in the bush—the department
charges 39s. 11d. per ton. That is three
times as much as the ““ to port’’ rate. That
is wherc the Minister and the Premier mis-
lead the people. When they quote the

CO\[PARNOV OF TRvIGHTi-QDFEVSIAl\D AND V]CTORIA
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freights on agricultural produce they quote
the ‘“to port’ rate, but thev do not quote
the freight charged to take that produce up

country.

Let us deal with dairy produce—

) | ‘ 100 200
Commodity. | State. | W[lles Miles. Miles,
i | per ton. ‘ per ton. ‘ per ton.
0 i | o 1d j 5. d s d.
3 ueensland i ‘7 0 48 1 1‘) 11
Dairy produce Victoria Tlo1s 25 2 4
|

200
Miles.,
per ton,

|
1 s. d.
106 4

54 2

There, again, the freights on dairy produce

than in Victoria.

Then take fresh fruits, in

are nearly 100 per cent. greater in Queensland  lots of 3 cwt. and over—
T T | - e i
) i . | 50 ] 100 { 200 | 300
Commodity. ! State, ’ + Miles. | Miles, | Miles, | Miles.
| | per ton. | per ton. ‘ per ton. | pvr ton.
fi N Tand ‘ s. d. i §.7 d). ) s, L’4 ! s.? d()
: . . ueenslan .. 9 11 i 2 27 4 i 230
Fresh fruit (3 ewt. and over) Victoria o 90 } 16 0 E 26 0| 33 4

In regard to fresh fruit there is very little
difference hetween the freights in Quesnsland
and Victorla,

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Look at the
enormous population and the small area of
Victoria.

Mr. MORGAN : A most impnrta
Queensland to develop our reso
people to go out to distant par

produce,

the

nt thing in
18 to ook
and grow

the carriage of which will enahle
the railways to be sclf-supporting.
Government encourage

How do

these  people?

Then take wire-nctting in truck loads—

T i !
\ 1 50 100 200 1 200
Commodity. State. } Miles. Miles, Miles, ; Bliles.
! , per ton. | per ton per ton. per ton.
f‘ 0 ! ; s d. . s. d. s. d. s. d.

s " i Queensland ! 17 5 20 11 51 3 64 1
Fencing wire (truck loads) U Victoria 2 11 10 ! 5 4 34 6 | i1 4
You can see from that that freights are  Queensland; we have dingoes, foxes, and
considerably higher in Qucensiand than they  rtabbits. In Victoria they have no dingoes

are in Victoria.
Then with regard to wire-netting.in truck-

and do not need wire-netting

that

Quecensland  does.

to the extent
The comparative

loads. It is a mest important thing to  rates are—
1 50 100 200 300
Commodity. State, Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles.
; per ton. per tomn. per ton. “ per ton,
iQ Jand 8.7 d’_ s.) d.1 s. d. ; S. c%
. . - T ueenslan 1 5 29 1 5L 3 64
Wire netting (track Joads) i\"ictori:\ 6 2 10 10 17 6 E 22 8
The SECRETARY FOrR RAILWAYS: Your own  should right them. Unfortunately they have

Government did that.

Mr. MORGAN: These rates are in exist-
ence under a Labour Government, and, if

not done so, but on top of these freights they
have imposed the recent increase of 5 per
cent.

Then take the charges on manures and

they are wrong, the Labour Government fertilisers per ton—
‘ [
. | 200 300
Commodity. i State. :M:ll(‘% \Il]es Miles, | Miles.
! per ton. % per ton. per ton. l per ton.
‘ s d. \ s. 4. | s d.
Manures and fertilisers (truck f] Queenstand 41 4+ 5 ‘ 59 | 10 3
loads) L] Victoria 3 6 ] 5 4 710 1 10 6
So that on fertilisers there is very little The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Quote the

difference.

[Mr. Morgan.

long-distance rates—200 miles and over.
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Mr. MORGAN: I have given up to 300
miles, and I Cannot go_above that, because

there is no railway in Victoria lonorer than
300 miles.

The SECRETARY FOR RatLwavs: Then com-
pare them with-all the other States.

Mr. MORGAN: The people in the country
do not mind so much the increased fares. A
great number of them do not ride on the
railways once in twelve months, but they are
vsine these things T have quoted every day
of their lives. If they use the railways, it is
generally because they are going away and
are going to spend £20, £30, or £40, and
the extra 5s. in fares docs not affect them.
They do rot travel backwards and forwards
every dav to their work. Some of them do
not travel on the railways once in five years.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : What?

Mr. MORGAN: I know people in my
district who are over seventy years of age
who have never ridden on the railway yet.
They went up there in their young days, and
they have been on the stations ever since.
We are more interested in the cost of the
necessaries of life than we are in respect of
these other matters.

Now I want to point out that, owing to the
fact that the Government have adopted a
policy of increasing the freights on the rail-
ways, they are losing a great deal of vevenue.
The Minister must know that in America
they have adopted the principle of a big
volume of tonnage and low freights, whereas
in Queensland we have evidently adopted a
rolicy of high freights and a small volume
of tonnage. We are apparently trying to
squceze the people as much as we can and to
get as much as we can out of them and
carry as little on the railways as possible.
Under that policy the Government impose
high freights on motor-cars travelling on the
railways, and the result is that the motor-
cars go by road. The freight on motor-cars
is prohibitive, and. unless a car breaks down
and is unable to rur under its own power, the
railways carry very few cars. The motdr
people in Brisbane to-day will tell you that
they can send a car to any part of Queensland
for one-third of what it costs on the railway.

My, WEIR: Nonsense !

Mr. MORGAN: It is not nonsensc. I
quoted ﬁgures here previously to show that
it is true. I got figures from some people
in Queensland shmnng that, where a car
would have cost £15 to send to a certain
rlace, it was run up to that place for £5.

Then, again, take cattle. Owners are not
trucking them from Toowoomba to Wallan-
garra, for instance; they are walking them
direct to \Iunrrmrh or Garah and trucking
them from there to the Southern markets. It
is no use the Minister telling me that I am
wrong. You have only to look at the papers
cvery day to see where the cattle are going.
Another thing is that the Railway Depart-
ment is not making an effort to provide facili-
ties for the trucking of cattle. We know that
the greatest difficulty we have to-day is to
sccure trucks. We have had a very big
killing season this year, and to securce Trucks
it is necessary to give six or cight weeks’
notice owing to the fact that the Government
have not sufficient trucks to carry the live
stock in the State.

I wish to show that from a statistical point
cf view the Queensland railways ought to be
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run more cheaply than those in any other

State, whereas the working exvenscs of the
Quocmldnd railwsys are much greater than
the working expenses of the rallways in other
parts of Australia. The figures are—

PERCENTAGE OF WORKING EXPENSES TO
Gross REVEI\UE

— 102122 !
New South Wales ‘ 73-07 ] 69-97
Victoria . ; 74-38 [ 7211
Queensland o982 86-97
South Anstralia o 7694 74-96
‘Western Australia | 82:35 7580
Tasmania 91-16 ’ 89-86

PERCENTAGE OF REVENUE 10 Carirar CosT.

New South Wales .. o521

Victoria .. 4-40

Queensland .. 158

South Australia .. .. Lo 459

Western Australia .. .. 380

Tasmania .. 0-94
4 pm.]

With the exception of Tasmania Queensland
shows the lowest return of revenue on capital
cost of any State in the Commonwecalth.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: And the
lowest running cost per train mile.

Mr. MORGAN : The following table shows
the miles constructed and cost of construe-
tion and equipment to the year 1922-23:—

Cost of Construction

Miles { and Eguipment,
— Con- i . SR
structed. ! i
Total. I Per
| Mile,
I . —
| 5 e
Queensland 5,908 l 44,824,000 7,580
Victoria 4,333 64,615,000 14,912
New South Wales| 5,318 | 87713000 | 16,403
|

|
|

Those figures show that Vietoria has to pay
interest on twice the amount of money per
mile that Queensland has; yet the freights
and fares in Victoria are cheaper than in
Queensland. Notwithstanding the fact that
it has cost the Quecnsiand Government about
50 per cent. less to construct and equip her
railways than it has cost the two principal
southern Statcs, our freights and fares are
greater in Queensland, and the railways are
not showing a profit, while the railways in
both the other States are showing a working
profit. That goes to show that there is
something wrong, and that the freights and
fares on the Queecnsland Railways are ever
so much too high, and that something should
be done. Political jobbery is the cause of
it all. We should have the cheapest railway
freights and farcs of any State in Australia,
because we have to pay interest on only
£7.589 per mile, as against £14,912 paid by
Victoria, and £16,493 paid by New South
Wales.

The CHAIRMAN: Order'! The hon.

gentleman has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I desire to
reply to some of the statements which have
been made by the hon. member for Murilla
and the hon. member for Enoggera in con-
nection with the comparison made of the

Mr. Hynes.]
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freights and fares in Queensland and Vie-
toria. I also have complled a table which
clearly sets out that in Queensland, taking
the average, the cost to the producer of
getting his produce to market on the rail-
ways is much less in Queensland than it is
in the Tory-governed State—or until-recently-
Tory- voverned State of Victoria. It is quite
an easy matter for the hon. member for
Murilla and other hon. members opposite
to get hold of a freight and fares schedule
and make out a case for their own benefit,
but I am dealing with averages. The hon.
member for Murilla is particularly interested
in the cattle industry, and as he stated, it
is one of the most important industries we
have in Queensland; and it is only right and
just that the Government of this State should
cater particalarly for people who are engaged
in this most important industry. The Go-
vernment have done so. I find that the
froight upon cattle in Quecensland is much
less than in the State which the hon. member
for Murilla always quotes in this Chamber,
and which was a Tory-governed State for
many years—that is, the State of Victoria.
These are the figures that I have been able
to obtam——

\ Freights per Head upon Cattle,

Distance, — e —
|
! Queensland. | Vlm,rm
| s. d. i s, d.

25 Miles .. . 2 2.1 { 306
100 Miles .. § 220 | 11 12
280 Miles . 14 4 | 17 14
300 Miles .. .. 19 0-52 | 25 52
500 Miles .. .. ‘ 26 1-06 § 12 2.3

The recent 5 per cent. increase in flelghts
did not apply to cattle.
Mr. Moraan: Do you say there is a rail-

way of 500 miles in Victoria?

Mr HYNES: I said that it is possible to
carry produce 500 miles in Victoria.

Mr. Morgax: There is no railway 500
miles in length in Victoria. (Opposition
laughter.) . .

Mr. HYNES: But it is possible to trawvel
500 miles on the railways in Victoria.

Mr. Morean: Yes.

Mr. HYNES: I would advise the hon.
member to make further inguiries before
interjecting.

Let us now get on to agricultural produce.
We contend that the Government, notwith-
standing the fact that the Opposition call
themselves the Country party, have done
more towards encouraging land settlement
than any of the Tory Administrations which
have been in power in Queensland since the
inception of responsible government,

Mr. Moore: Talk sense.

Mr. HYNES: The rates of freight on
agricultural produce per truckload to the
nearest port are—

|
— Queensland. ! Vistoria.
s. d. | s. d.
25 Miles .. 310 ! 4 2
50 Miles .. 5 8 i 70
100 Miles .. 10 2 10 10
200 Miles .. 17 3 i 14 4
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The rate of freight on agricultural produce
other than to port in small lots per ton is—

Queensland. Victoria.
s. d. s. d.
511 8 2
Mr. Morgan: They have no differential

charges in Victoria. Did you quote the up-
country figures for Queensland?

Mr. HYNES: I will now deal with the
freight per ton on potatoes in small lots
other than to port—

Queensland. Victoria.,
s. d. s. d.
4 9 6 4

The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat made the statement that the people do
not use the long-distance passenger fare con-
cessions that obtain in Queensland.

Mr. Morgax: Not every day or every
week.
Mr. HYNES: I say they do; and hon.

members opposite have advocated and asked
for further reductions.

Mr. MoragaN: We think they are entitled
to them.

Mr. HYNES: The following is the com-
parison of the long-distance second-class
passenger fares:—

i | i

300 400 500 600
— Mites, | Miles, Miles. ‘ Miles.
s. d. s, d. s, d. I s. d.
Queensland. . 28 9 36 0 43 0 50 0
Victoria 35 2 l 42 8. 50 1 57 7

!

Those figures which I have read out for the
benefit of the hon. member for Murilla and
other hon. members opposite are a clear
indication that under a Labour Administra-
tion people living in the rural and remote
parts of the State have been catered for on
the railways to a grcater advantage than
people living in the rural and remote dis-
tricts of Victoria.

A great deal of criticism has been levelled
by hon. members opposite at the Govern-
ment because the railways show an
accumulated deficit. One would think,
when listening to hon. members opposite,
that under the Tory regime there was no
such thing as a deficit in the Railway
Department; but we know that on many
occasions they had very large deficits.

Mr. Moreax: Not every year.

Mr. HYNES: We know that the accumu-
lated deficits of Tory Administrations of
Queensland and other States put the deficits
of the Liabour Administration in the shade.

The Secretary for Railways, in a very able
speech delivered by him' in this Chamber
last year when this vote was under discus-
sion, stated that we lost £1,000,000 on the
agricultural railways of Queensland last
vear. The hon. gentleman very aptly referred
to that loss as a subsidy to country develop-
ment. Do hon. members opposite object to
subsidising country development to that
extent? Hon. members opposite profess to
be friends of the farmer and of the people
settling in the State."yet they obiect to pay-
ing a subsidy for the purpose of benefiting
those pecople and encouraging land settle-
ment. Under the old Tory regime-—and
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there are hon. members opposite who were
members of the Tory Government prior to
the advent of the Labour Government in
1915—the Governments in power allowed an
iniquitous and unjust measure to remain on
the statute-book—the Railway Guarantee Act
of 1895. Under that Act the people adjacent
to a new railway were compelled to guar-
antee any losses on that railway. That was
a tremendous factor in retarding the develop-
ment of this State. When the Labour party
came into power in 1915, they repealed that
‘Act and wiped out a debt of £220,000 which
was owing by the settlers of Queensland.
(Opposition interjections.) That is one thing
that the Labour party have done for land
settlement. The treatment that the Labour
Administration are giving to the people on
the land is reflected in the fact that we have
a smaller percentage of the population of
Queensland living in the metropolis than is
the case in any other State of the Common-
wealth with the exception of Tasmania. I
do not want hon. members opposite to take
my unsupported testimony for that state-
ment. We find these figures in the “Official
tYe?.r”Book of the Commonwealth of Aus-
ralia”’ —

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION OF STaTE LIVING
IN THE METROPOLIS.

[1 OcroBER.]

|
State, I Population. | Percentage in
! ; Metropolis,
Per Cent,

Sydney . .. 926,000 43-55
Melbourne. . L 796,100 5127
Adelaide .. 260,500 5184
Perth .. 155,592 ! 46-42
Brisbane .. 217,714 | 2827

|

These figures are a clear indication that in
Queensland the Labour (Jovernment have
encouraged rural development to such an
extent that therc is not the same tendency
to drift into the metropolis as existed
under the Tory Administration,

Mr. Moose: How do you explain the 50
per cent. decrease in land settlement?

Mr., HYNES: We admit that there is
likely to be a deficit on railways in a new
country, that is, if the Administration are
endeavouring to carry out the chief fune-
tion of a new railway—the opening up and
development of the State. Any person who
has gone into the matter and given it con-
sideration must admit that railway construc-
tion must precede land scttlement. That is
absolutely necessary, and it entails a loss
on the working of these agricultural or rural
railways. That is a policy for which this
Government stands. I asked the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera, when he was criticising
the railway administration, how he would
remedy the position. He said he would
endeavour to encourage land settlement. I
have pointed out that this party has encour-
aged land settlement, and has encouraged it
to a larger extent than any of the Tory
Governments of the other States or any of
the past Tory Governments in this State.
The only way in which the hon. member for
Enoggera and the hon. member for Murilla
would reduce the deficit on the railways is,
I take it, by bringing about retrenchment in
the railway service and a reduction of wages.
That is the policy they have always stood
for. It is a logical conclusion that the only
manner in which they can possibly reduce
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that deficit, without increasing freights and
fares, would be by reducing wages and
bringing about drastic retrenghment and
speeding up in the railway service. We are
opposed to a policy such as that. [Taking
all the circumstances into consideration, the
railways of Queensland are more efficiently
run than they are in any of the Tory-
governed States of the Commonwealth.

I desire to make some reference to pro-
duction. This party, by building railways,
has increased production enormously in the
State. The agricultural industry, with
which I have been associated all my life
is the sugar industry, and the extension
of our railways has been instrumental in
increasing the production of sugar north of
Townsvilie from 81,000 {ons in 1914 to an
estimated . production of 170,000 tons this
year. That is the result of the far-seeing
and statesmanlike policy of the Labour
Administration which is in power at the
present time. In addition to that, as_a
rosult of the new Tully mili and other mills
which have been erected by this Government
to encourage development and settlement,
there will be something like 80,000 acres of
suitable sugar land made available in North
Queensland during the next few years. Then
we have the soldier settlement at Maria
Creck, where cighty soldier settlers, who

represent an outpost of defence for this
country, are producing this year £40,000
worth of cane.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the

hon. member to connect his remarks with
the vote.

Mr. HYNES: I was pointing out that we
are endeavouring to reduce the deficit on
our railways by encouraging settlement and
production.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is in connection with my own electorate. I
understand that it is the intention of the
(Government to increase the accommodation
in the workshops at Townsville for dealing
with. rolling-stock. It is very necessary to
do that. We are situated quite a long way
from the Ipswich workshops, and it is neces-
sary for us to carry out our own repairs,
and a good deal of construction work in con-
rection with rolling-stock could be accom-
plished efficiently in Townsville. 1 trust
that the Minister and the Commissioner
will see fit to give us more accommodation
in the Townsville workshops than we have
at the present time. It is true that there is
a considerable sum on the Estimates this
year for that purpose.

At 4.20 p.m.,

Mr. DunsTaN (Gympic), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairnien, relieved the Chaiyrman
in the chair.

Mr. HYNES : T also hope that the Minister
will see the advisability of giving us a new
goods-shed in Townsville at as early a date
as possible, because the cost of handling
goods in Townsville is higher than it is in
any other part of the State owing to the
ohsolete methods and the lack of facilities
there at the present time.

Those are two important things in cornec-
tion with the North. Not only does 1t affect
my electorate, but it ecffects the whole .
of the North which is served by the Northern
railway. The cost of handling goods in the
Townsville goods-shed certainly must be borne
by the consumers who are living out at

Mr. Hynes.]
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Cloncurry and west of Cloncurry, and the
people who are settled in that part of the
State should be considered by the Adminis-
tration. I am sure that the Minister will
see the advisability of giving us as speedily
as po lo a new goods-shed with better
facilities for handling goods and traflfic than
we have at the present time in Townsville.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): The big
problem surrounding our railways in Queens-
land is not going to be solved by simply
making assertions across the fleor
Chamber as to what past CGoverminents have
or have not done or what other States are
doing. The blunt, cold fact remains that
Queensland is being bled by the railways at
the prosent moment, and has been bled to tne
extent of about £11.000,000 in the last nine
years, a state of affairs which is seriously
reflecting itself upon the community gener-
all. The position we have to face is to find
oul what can be done to remedy that position.
The improvements that can be introduced
are. in my judgment, apparent, and should
receive consideration, because the cost of
administering the railways under cxisting
conditions is not going to be reduced; that
ia, the expenditure 1s going to become greater
as the years go on unless some form of
ceonomy is introduced.

The hon. member for Warwick very rightly
pointed ont that the other States in the Com-
wonwealth, whose railways are in a very
much more satisfactory condition financially
than ours, have found 1t necessary in one
case to expend at least £30.000 in finding out
i what direetion economies and alteralions
can be cffected, and surely it is up to Queens-
land to consider whether something of that
nature can be done when our loss amounts
10 approximately £1,500,000 a year. I do not
think any of us really appreciate what a
very serious drain that great loss has upon a
small community such as we have in Queens-
land.  We have gobt so used to this annnal
deficit that we look unon it as being almost
neeessary; but thoe effect of 1t 18 verv far-
reaching. If means can he found of reducing
that loxs and of introducing a lLittle hope
of relief in regard to taxation in the minds
of those who are really resporsible for the
induserial activitie: of the State, the effect
it would have would be remarkable.

It has been arcgued that land settlement
benofits by the extension of the railways.
Is it not a fact that last year land settlement
in Qusensland actually went back? Does it
not mean, therefore, that that false basis of
reasoning is one that must be discouraged?
1t is no good consoling oursclves with the
fact that what we are losing on the one
nand we are making on the other when actual
statiztics prove otherwise, The report of the
Department of Puablic Lands this year is very
sad reading to one who looks for this expen-
diture on the rallways to give us incre 1
icome from land. When there is no sign
of the relief or compensation we were expect-
ing in the Lands Department, we are forced
to look for such relief elsewhere.

. A great deal has been said about political
inferferencs with the conduct of the railways.
There is no doubt that in dars gone by
dur}r;;: the life of this present Government
political interference was indulged in to a
very large extent, but I think—and it is a
healthy sign—that the evidences of political
interference are not so great as they used
to be. The Minister seems to think that it

[Mr. Hynes.
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is best that his executive officers should be
allowed freedom of judgment up to certain
limits. I think that the Railway Department
would be better still if it were left entirely
free from political interference, although I
do not think that interference is so great
as it once was. As hon. members are prob-
ably aware, South Australia was in a diffi-
culty about its railways, and decided to
import a Railway Commissioner, and a Mr.
Webb was brought over and installed in the
position If my information is correct—and
I am sure 1t is—the first step on which he
insisted was that some steps should be taken
to relieve the over-staffing of the secrvice,
and T am informed that the figure which
was mentioned was between 30 per cent. and
40 per cent,

Mr. WEIR: Now you are in your element.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I shall be frank
in what I have to say, and I shall tell hon.
members what I have to recommend. Mr.
Webb insisted that that step should be taken,
#nd In my opinion the railways in South
Australia are very much the better for it.
Tasmania also was in a difficult position in
regard to its railwavs, and it went to one of
our best managed railway systems—that of
Victoria—and now the third Commissioner
of the Victorian Railways has control of the
Tasmanian system with a view to introducing
the necessary improvements, and the indica-
tions are that those improvements are having
the desired cffect. I contend that, quite
regardless of what we may think of our
officers—and my opinion of them is a high
one—some outside opinion based on the ex-
perience of other States could not but be
helpful in suggesting ways whersby our
sv«tem could be run more economically than
at present. I shall just give a few impres-
sions as to what In my opinion would
result if an indcpendent commission were
appointed, as has been done in New South
Wales,

The first recommendation that would be
made would be that the staff of the depart-
ment should be constderably reduced. It
is no good burking this question if we are
going to save this annual drain on the
resources of Queensland. One must admit
that there are more emplovees in the depart-
ment than the service actually nceds, and
that being so it is obvious that a waste of
money is going on.

The SecrrrsRY FOR RaiLways: There are
less per train mile now than in 1914.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am not going to
take that into consideration. We have to
look at the position as it is to-day. We are
losing a million and a-half sterling a year
on the railways, and the community cannot
stand it, and the question is how we are
going to relieve the position. The Govern-
ment have shown very encouraging signs that
they recognise that steps have to be taken
to stop these losses which are oceurring year
hy year. It is enconraging, for instancs, to
hear the remarks of hon. members opposite
alnut the necessity for dealing with the
Chillagoe proposition. We think the time
has arrived when monesy stringency forces
attention to these matters, and therefore
T suggest that, if a commission came
here, they would find that our railways
are - much over-staffed, and if you
have one officer tumbling over another.
neither can give efficient service. I know of
nothing more demoralising than to give a
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man work to do which he cannot recognise
needs doing. It distorts that man’s whole
outiook on his work and his appreciation of
what is due from him. In that regard I was
very interested to listen to the remarks of
the Chief Engineer of the Swiss Railways,
whom I had the pleasure of meeting recently,
in which he pointed out that the introduction
of a cortain labour-saving machine had had
a certain beneficial effect in improving the
moral tone of the employed who had pre-
viously donc the drudgery which the machine
now carried out. He argued that the men

are now more satisfied, and that
[4.30 p.m.] they are doing work more in

keeping with their status than
when doing this mechanical 'work which
hitherto they used to perform. I argue that
the same thing applies here. I have no
complaint whatever to make against the
raitway employees, but I am simply making
tha statemoent that a system which permits
more men to be engaged than there is actual
work for has a demoralising effect on the
men in keeping them in unnecessary posi-
tions. and it affects the efficient man who
would be required under any circumstances.

The second suggestion which should be
made is that. when money is costing us the
cnormens price that it is to-day—it is costing
ns at least 50 per cent. more than it did
m pre-war davs—and when the cost of railway
covstruetion is twice and sometimes three
times as much as the cost of construction
was in davs gone by—if my memory serves
ma correctly I understand the Bowen coal-
field railway cost something like £12.000
per mile—an unheard of figure in days gone
by—and when this money which costs so much
ovnly goes a fraction of the distance that it
used fo go in pre-war days, and when
the materials necessary for the construc-
tion  of our railways are so much
deaver than they used to be, surely the
cautions man must recognise that it is time
to cull a halt in regard to railway construe-
“ton except 1n directions that are absolutelv
necessary. 1 omake hold to suggest that, if
any  comrnission  were ufilised here, they
vwould undoubtedly make a recommendation
 that direction. It would suggest the 1ntro-
Auction of piecework in our workshops where-
ever it can possibly be engaged in. I know
that it is a red rag to a bull to mention this
to bon. members opposite, to whom the intro-
duction of piecowork means the breaking up
of the solidarity of labour, - and thereby
losing to them the jobs that keep them on
these seate. T can understand their natural
objertion to my contention: nevertheless it
will not proveut me making it. T argue that,
if piecowork, or pavment by results, or what-
ever you like to call it. was introduced into
the workshons under the direction of the
Avbitration Court, vou wonld undoubtedly
effect considerable cconomy, and these are
times for cconoriising.

Thr SECRETARY TFOR PUBLI0 INSTRUCTION :
At the Inswich workshops they can do work
very much cheaper than it can be done by
nrivate enterprise.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am very glad to
hear that. I have already said that I have
absolutely no complaint to make against the
employecs of the Railway Department.

The SecrRTARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You want to see two men scrambling for one
man’s job?

[1 OcToBER.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I contend that it is
possible to economise in the way I have
suggested.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are ipsulting the workers.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : T leave the workers
to be the judge of that. I have a large
number of railway workshop employces living
in my electorate, and they do not recognise
evidences of the insult that the hon. gentle-
man talks about. If one is to judge by my
increasing majorities from time to time it
looks as -though the workers place more
reliance on my judgment than on that of the
hon. gentleman.

Another matter T want to refer to briefly
is in regard to overtime. I suggest that this
matter be very seriously considered. Over-
time must be cut out wherever and whenever
possible.  Quite rccently 1 was rather dis-
tressed to hear from a very reliable source
that a certain engine-driver was fined £5 by
his union for picking up twenty minutes on
a run.

Hon. M. J. Kirway: I do not belicve it.
I would like to know the name of the driver
and. the name of the union that fined him.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am making that
statement. There are certain hon. gentlemen
in this Chamber to-day who know that the
statement I am making is correet. Fon.
gentleman opposite who have to support any
system which gives the unjons dominance over
the men so that they have not an opportunity
of voicing their opinions, of course, will call
that bunkum, but that does not upset the
argument.

The next point I am going to mention is
this:  As indicated the other morning,
labour-saving deviers have got to be intro-
duced. It was very pleasing to hear the
hon. member for Bowen state that our
coalmines had now arrived at that stage
when labour-saving devices had to be intro-
duced to secure overseas trade. Whenever
we can save costs by introducing labour-
saving machinery it must be done. By that
means again we would help to reduce the
cost of upkeep of our railway system.

Another suggestion that might be made is
in regard to running excursion trains. 1f hon.
members studied the English railways, they
would find that excursion trains are run on
every conceivable occasion, the object, no
doubt. being to keep the rolling-stock con-
tinually working. By thal means the over-
head charges are reduced on the system as
a whole. We do run excursion trains here,
but I suggest to those in charge of the
administration of our railways that they
keap before them the evidence that other
parts of the world furnish, and run excursion
trains on every possible occasion, as such a
practice would tend to economy.

Hon. M. J. Kyrwax: You cannot get car-
riages now. because they are all used in the
cxeursion trains that are being run to
Sydney and Melbourne.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I was hoping that,
when the hon. member for Brishane assumed
the honourable distinction of ministerial
rank. he would also assume ministerial
dignity. and I hope that we shall not in the
future have those loud interjections from
him flung across the Chamber.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: A lecture on dignity.
My, Elphinstone.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We should run
shopping excursion trains on certain days in
the week from the populous suburbs to the
metropolis, because any step which will fill
our passenger trains is the essence of
economy.

Another suggestion that might be made is
that we should bur our materials in the
cheapest market consistent with quality.

Mr. Bruce: From Germany?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Yes, certainly,
from Germany, if necessary. The Common-
wealth Government protect local industries
with tariffs and dumping dutics. The time has
corue when we have to maintain our position
among nations on our efficiency and not on
sentiment. This country has had too much
sentiment attached to it of late. It is now
right up against the question of £ s. d., as
hon. members opposite have begun to appre-
ciate. That being so, you have to study this
position, and buy in the cheapest market,
consistent with quality. We protect the Aus-
tralian industries by imposing tariffs and
dumping duties and, with that to help them,
the Australian manufacturer should be satis-
fied. I make bold to say that the time has
come when we should consider whether our
tariff is not too high, and whether it is not
encouraging 1nefficiency among our manu-
facturers in Australia.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Order !

Mre. ELPHINSTONE: My remarks are
quite in keeping with this vote, Mr. Dunstan,
because I am trying to show that the depart-
ment should buy their materials in the
cheapest market consistent with quality, and
protection to Australia is provided in the
duties and dumping duties which the Federal
Government impose.

Another point—and quite a sore point—
but one which is bound to arise in these
times of difficulty—is in regard to the
methods which are being employed to subsi-
dise and bolster up industries by concessions
in regard to railway freights. I well remem-
ber certain remarks of the President of the
Arbitration Court, who said that, if an
industry could not pay a wage which the
court thought necessary, then that industry
should go out of existence.

Mr. WEIR: Then the cattle industry should
go out of existence.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The time has
arrived, especially as money is assuming so
important a position, when we in Queensiand
will have to consider that matter. If an
industry is to be bolstered up to keep its
head above water, careful scrutiny should
be made to see that it is being conducted
with proper efficiency, and that everything
possible 1s done by the industry to assist
itself. My investigations—and they are con-
siderable—showed ~ that in recent years
these industries have not employed the
efficiency they should to see that their
products are marketed in a profitable man-
ner. It seems to me unfair that the pro-
gress of Australia should be handicapped by
those drags on the taxpayer, and by the
bolstering up of industries which in some
cases are doing very little from an efficiency
point of view to place their products in an
attractive manner on the market. I quite
agree that the introduction of some of these
suggestions which I make bold to put before

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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the Committee might bring about a certain
amount of temporary dislocation; but I
argue that the relief which I believe some of
my suggestions would introduce would bo
Immediately reflected in less drain upon the
taxpayer of Queensland, which is stifling
indusiry and development in so many direc-
tions. We recognise that industrial develop-
ment is stagnant, and any man of an
observant nature can sec that that stagnation
is induced by high taxation and the lack of
money for the advancement and development
of the State. If that is the position—and
most of us admit it is—then we are bound
to search through all these various channels
to find out some means of economising, and
surely the Railway Department 1s one of the
departments that most neecds attention.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): It is not often
that we have an opportunity of overhauling
the railways in @& figurative sense. Hon.
members opposite have complained in the
past that they have not been able to get to
the Estimates of the Railway Department 1n
the way they desired. To-day. when the
opportunity was provided, the criticism that
has heen advanced has not been very damag-
ing nor yet very drastic, and the solutions
offered are only the same old hackneyed
solutions that have been offered from time to
time.

One would have thought that the hon.
member for Oxley would have brought back
some new ideas as a result of his trip to
the other side of the world, but we fird him
merely perpetuating the same old doctrine of
conservatism in its application to industry.
[ do not think that the solution suggested by
the hon. member is a solution at all. We
have to remember, amongst other things, that
Lere in Queensland we have a distinet dis-
advantage so far as railway transit is con-
cerned. Hon. members must take that factor
into consideration in atriving at a deter-
mination as to our railway policy and pro-
gramme As we all know, the most sur‘oesq{ul
railways are those passing through fertile
and highly productive country, and lifting
freights and passengers at regular and close
intervals Under those conditions every rail-
way must pay, and. if you apply those tests
to railways like those of Victoria, it 1s
obvious that the railways of Victoria must
show to better advantage than the railways
of Queensland. )

Mr. Moreax : Why did our railways pay in
19147

Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member whe
interjected is perpetually and incessantly
telling us of the glorics of Victoria, yet the
hon. gentleman left Victoria to farm in
Queensland. I cannot understand that. After
all, the railway fare to Victoria is nil so far
as the hon. member is concerned, and there
are no other circumstances that I know of
debarring him from going back to Victoria.

Mr. MoreAN: Why did our railways pay
in 19147 We had the same territory and a
smaller population.

Mr. BULCOCK : I wish to deal with some
of the solutions suggested by the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley. First, the system of payment
by results. That is a hardy annual which
ihe hon. member continually brings into this
Chamber. Who is going to determine what
are the desired results? This continual
reiteration of payment by results in the
Government service iIs, in the final analysis, a
slur on the men in the employ of the
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Government, because it is suggesting that
they have something better to give under
that system than ihey give at present. It is
a slur on the supervising executives of the
various departments, by reason of the fact
that we must come to the conclusion that, if
the men are not doing the fair thing under
the present system of payment, then the
executive officers are failing in their duty by
not passing them out.

Hon. members on the other side seem to
think that we stand for inefficiency in the
railway service. We do not stand for ineffi-
ctency. Any man who stands for inefficiency
in a big organised service like the railway
service 1s a fool. The sooner we realise
that we must have efficiency in the conduct
of our services, the better 1t will be. The
hon. member has suggested the elimination
of a big number of employces, basing his
estimate on the South Australian figures,
where he said some 40 per cent. of the
total number of railway employees had been
dispensed with.

Mr. ErpHINSTONE: I said from 30 per cent.
to 40 per cent.

Mr. BULCOCK : It is rather significant
that there have been quite a number of
reinstatements of recent date in South Aus-
tralia, as it was found impossible to conduct
the railways under the big drastic retrench-
ment that took place. There are only two
ways in which working costs can be reduced
in _a country like Queensland. One is a
reduction of wages and in the cost of
material, and the other is a reduction in
the staff. I believe that in our railway
system we have got down to the bone in
every direction. 1 believe that we erred
on the side of stringency and cheeseparing
on one occasion. We cannot expect a rail-
way system like ours to pay, carrying, as it
always has done, the ccst of development.
The capital that returns nothing vear in and
year out, owing to our comprehensive railway
policy, must be taken into consideration in
determining the final value of our railways.
The hon. member for Oxley has suggested
that the railways do not bring about land
settlement, because there has been a diminu-

tion in land settlement during the past
twelve months.
Mr. MoreaN: Is that not true?

Mr. BULCOCK : I am prepared to admit
that it is true in Queensland, but is it not
also true in every other part of the world?

Mr. Moore: No.

Mr. BULCOCK : It is true in every other
part of the world, and there are economic
reasons which justify that. Farming is be-
coming an industry that is more expensive.
More machinery is used, men can do more
work, and less labour is required; bigger
areas can be cultivated; and all these factors
have taken the question of farming away
from the small man with a small holding,
and made it a_question for the big man with
machinery and a big holding. That is one
of the reasons why there has been a diminu-
tion. The hon. member for Oxley should
take another factor into consideration in this
connection.  Although there has been a
diminution in land settlement during the last
twelve months, would the diminution have
‘peen greatly in excess of what it actually
is had the railways that have been built
into our agricultural areas not been built?
We know that there has been a considerable
range of settlement in Central Queensland,
where we anticipate there is going to be a
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big development in farming, and more
especially in the growing of cotton. You
cannot eliminate the consideration of the
development in farming and the establish-
ment of a new industry. It is the progress
in these directions that makes a State great.
The recent incrcase in freights and fares
was brought about because of increased work-
ing costs.

The hon. member for Oxley suggests that,
if an industry does not pay, it should not
@et any concessions; and that we should
close down certain industrics. Let us analyse
the cattle industry from that point of view.
For some considerable time we were giving
the cattle men very substantial considera-
tions, not only in regard to railway freights,
hut also in the matter of rentals and in

connection  with the wages paid to the
emplovees. With the reviston of railway
freights there was no increase on cattle,

while the rates on sheep and wool and other
commodities, both going and coming, were
substantially increased.

Mr. Morean: Cattle freights have been
increased by 64 per cent.

Mr. BULCOCK : There was no increase
on cattle freights on that particular occa-
sion, and, in spite of what the hon, member
for Murilla may say, the freight on cattle
per train mile in Queensland to-day is the
lowest cattle freight in Australia. The hon.
member can quibble and equivocate and by
a thousand explanations try to damn that,
but that is in some degrec in the nature of a
concession.  Would the hon. member for
Oxley suggest that we should put up the
cattle freights 20 per cent., as was done in
the case of sheep? I say that some definite
arrangement should be entered into, and
ratlway freights adjusted arbitrarily from
time to time in accordance with the pros-
perity of the industry. We find there has
been another rebound in wool. We saw that
wool  yesterday  brought unprecedented
prices. I say that the Government would be
more than justified in raising the freights
on wool in accordance with the earning
capacity of the wools which are sent to
market from time to time:

I want to congratulate the Minister on
having kept the construction work on the
Longreach-Winton line going. Irue, owing
to the exigencies of the situation, it is to be
regretted that a number of men have been
displaced, but I believe that a number of
those men were displaced at a good time
in the year, when it was possible for some
of them at least to be absorbed in shearing
sheds and sugar works, and in various other
industries. ¥or the balance of the men dis-
placed, of course, the position is regrettable,
but it was unforeseen. This question
of the unforeseen dismissal of employees
is one that might receive more con-
sideration in the future than has been
given to it in the past. I would urge that,
when a  railway construction policy s
embarked upon, it ought to be possible, now
that we have adjusted our loan money on
a pretty fine basis and know how much loan
money can be used for railway construction,
to determine the number of men who can
be employed year in and year out from the
commencement to the end of the job. If we
could do that, we should save the permanent
dislocation year in and year out which occurs
through our not being able to determine
what our financial policy in regard to rail-
way construction will be in the following

Mr. Buleock.]
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year. If we could adopt a policy that would
allow us to employ a permanent number of
construction men year in and year out on
the various jobs we undertake, it would be
better than our present haphazard svstem of
employing a large body of men and having
a big plant in order that the men might
work efficiently, and then discharging a largs
number of men and keeping only a small
number working with ihe plant not fully
utilised.

In the course of the next year or so we
shall complete our railway construction
policy. I wunderstand that the Northern
railway will be completed to Cairns in the
near future. and I suppose it will not be a
matter of many years before the Longreach-
Winton connection will be made. That is a
most valuable and necessary connection.

There is another connection which T think
should be made before we abandon our
railway policy. 1 think money might be
speni{ on other phases of work after we have
established a network of railways which will
be strategically sound and enable us to
withstand the ravages of drought and the
vicissitudes of nature in other directions.
There has been for many years an agitation
for the building of a line from Blackall to
Charleville.  The loss of stock in one bad
year when there was a drought in the North
would be equivalent to the cost of building
that railwav. With the present indications
in regard to sheep and the extension of
sheep-growing activities in the North. it is
obvious that, if a big drought strikes the
North, there is going to be a disastrous
smash,

We cannot afford to lose our most valuable
asscts of sheep and wool.  If we build a rail-
way to carry sheop from the North to the
Scuth or from the South to the North. we
shall certainle minimise our losses consider-
ably. Tt is obvious that it is not often that a
drought strikes the whole of the State.
When the South is drought-stricken. agist-
ment is generally available in the Novth. if
the cattle and sheep can only be travelled
over the barren stretch of drought-aflicted
country hetween. If the Charleville-Blackall
Iime weye built, it is obvious that we would
be able to cope with the threat of national
disaster—and it is a national threat—and
transport our flocks and herds to the places
where they could use the pasture that was
offering and so cconomise our mnational
resources. I hope that, as the Railwav
Department has been showing an apprecia-
tion of national railwavs in other directions,
so it will pot lose sight of the mnecessity to
build that line as soon as possible.

I notice in the vete some provision for the
accommodation of fettlers in fettling camps.

have no particular criticism to offer—T
know the Railway Department are vory hard
pushed financiallv at all times—but T would
ask the Minister in alloeating the vote to
take into consideration the climatic conditions
ir which the men concerned have to work.
That is to say. I suggest that he should not
allocate the greater part of the vote to
districts where the conditions of elimate are
fairly favourable but make the greater part
of it available to fettlers and their wives and
families in the west and north of the State.
whera conditions of life are very hard and
rroper accommodation is sincerely appre-
ciated. On some branch lines the accommoda-
tion at present leaves a good deal to be
desired. I refer in particular to the Blackall-
Yaraka line as an object lesson in what not
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to do. T hope the Minister will give some
consideration to the question of the accom-
modation of these men who are engaged in
the very necessary work of making our rail-
ways safe and efficient.

I would also like to raise a aquestion which
may not be very palatable. 1 refer to the
fumigation of our sleeping carriages. I do
not want to labour that point, but I hope
that the Minister will see that the sleeping
berths and bedding are fumigated regularly,
because I have had personal experience not
long since in that direction. 1 thmk that
regular fumigation for the destru('tmn.of
vermin is very necessary, because I think
some of us doubt whether it is wise to take
our portmantcaux to our homes after they
have been in some of our rolling-stock for
fear of contaminating them.

Now I want to have a word or two to say
about what is known as the once-a-year con-
cession,  Hon. members on the other side
have not dealt with this question. Of course,
we could probably raise thousands of pounds
a year in additional revenue by wiping it
out. but then w» would not give the women
and children the opportunity of coming to
the coast every year at a reduced rate.

Mr. Moraax: That has never been hinted
on this side yet.

Mr. BULCOCK: No, but hon. memwbers
opposite say that we should reduce working
costs.  We could do so by withdrawing this
concession, hut thai is a thing that should not
be done. although, like everv other good
thing. it is subiecl to some abuse. It was
introduced so ithat women and children could
travel from their homes in the West to the
seaside once a vear in order that thev might
recunerate and thst the children might have
a holiday and a change of climate; but it
was intended only for these whosa civeum-
stances did not permit them to travel in the
ordivary lnxurious wav of a first-class car-
riage and sleeping berth. T think it would be
a good idea if the Minister would make one
car on cach train available for users of this
partientar corcession and ceut out anyv class
distinetion.  There are peonle who can well
zfford to travel first-class and who came down
every vear before the concession came into
operation, but who now avail thomselves of
it. I take it that it was not intended that
they should do so. and, if one class were
cstablished on each train, and one car set
aside for users of the concession, we might
be able to give even a greater reduction of
fares than we do. and ecertainly we would
bencfit the class for whom the concession was
intended. and not enable people to avail
themselves of it who should not do =o but who
thus evade their obligations to the State

T want to sav a word or two generally
about the conduct of the Railway Depart-
ment w0 far as it affects my electorate. Hon.
members opposite have suggested something
abeut political influence. 1 will be frank
about the matter. 1 very froquent]y regret
that we cannot use more political influence
to get certain things that we desire to obtain.

I do not believe in political influ-

[5 p.m.] ence in theory. but every man in
i this Chamber believes in political
influence in practice when it suits him to do
s0. and it is no usc hon, members cavilling
about the issue. or geiting up and saring
that thev would not have a word 'w1th the
Commissioner about getting Bill Smith trans-
ferred if Bill Smith was in their eclectorate.
It is no good hon. members cavilling about
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the issue or throwing innuendoes across the
Chamber that they do not belicve in political
management. No big institution and no big
organisation can be managed by political
influence, but in the little things we are
Jjustified in asking for concessions. In many
of the big things—things of policy—things
of moment—the Commissioner and the Min-
ister look at the business side of the question
and not at the side of how it is going to
influence a member’s vote, or what is going
to happen to a certain representative. I
believe that the Minister has adopted the
right policy in this direction, and we should
not cavil at a question that might involve
the transfer of Bill Smith, who rightly
deserves a transfer, but whose claim has
never been heard.

I have very little complaint to make
regarding the running of trains, etc. Many
people in Brisbane say that our railway sys-
tem is inefficient. I do not believe that it is
inefficient.  Many people say that, if the
railways were conducted under a different
system of management—that was suggested
by the hon. member for Oxley this afternocon
—the railways would be in a better position.
I do not believe that. T believe that we have
peculiar problems, and problems that we
have to settle in our own way, and we can
best settle those problems by availing our-
selves of the mature experience of the gentle-
men who have served their time with our
Railway Department. I do not believe that
any valuable result would accrue from bring-
ing a Commissioner from some other part of
the world fo tell us how to run our railways,
when we have the Minister, the Commis-
sioner, the Sceretary to the Commissioner,
and men who have spent many years of
their lives in studying the transport problem
of Queensland in conneciion with the rail-
ways. It may be possible, from time to time,
to introduce improvements. The department
has not bheen tardy in that dircction, and
wher. it has been conclusively shown that
improvements should be introduced, improve-
ments have been introduced; but you must
take into consideration the fact that we have
such a vast State, such a long railway
mileage. so much country that is barren and
waste. and so much country given up for
sheep walks and caftle pastures, so much
country to be tapped by our railways, and
so many railways to be built in the develop-
ment of the country—and thev are not now
paying even axle grease, but will do so in the
future—and balance all those things against
the wellbeing of the community. The pro-
duction and iransportation of foodstuffs for
the community is the first essential, and if
we have a deficit, we can make it good out
of consolidated revenue by taxing the people
who are best able to bear those taxes, and at
the least we can transport food to the people
at the lowest possible cost.

At 55 p.m.,

The CBAIRMAN resumed the chair.

* Mr. NOTT (Stanlcy): This department is
another illustration of failure on the part of
the present Administration. I must voice my
protest against being asked to speak on this
vote before 1 have received the report of
the Commissioner for Railways.

It is very undesirable that we should
be calied upon to discuss these votes without
having the report containing the latest
figures supplied to us beforechand.

I have risen chiefly to speak on the recent
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increase in fares. The Premier and the
Secretary for Public Lands quite early in
the session explained that we had reached
the limits of taxation in Queensland, and
that taxation had just about reached break-
ing-point. They both recognised that. when
taxation reached a certain degree of inci-
dence, it began to interfere not only with
the business of industry but with the pros-
perity of industry. To my mind that dictum
was perfectly sound. Hon. members on this
side have constantly reminded the Govern-
mwent that would be the natural sequence if
taxation was advanced too far. We now
find that the policy of the Cabinet is not to
increase direct taxation but to obtain extra
revenue by imposing an increase in railway
freights on those people who are removed
from the various centres of population.
Those freights rest very heavily on the
people in the -country. They are only paid
by the residents outstde of the metropolitan
area. Hon. 'members opposite are con-
stantly claiming that they are out to assist
primary production and second industries.
There are secondary industries in Ipswich—I
refer to the woollen mills—which are deserv-
ing of every consideration, but this extra
increase in freight is a direct tax upon
them.

I wish to take as an illustration of the
general inefficiency of the railways the ser-
vice on that line which runs from DBrisbane
to Yarraman, and what I say in regard to
this line is applicable to manyv other lines.
The distance is only 126 miles, vet the
fastest train takes about ten and a-half hours
io come from Yarraman to Brisbane, and it
takes no less than four staffs to carry the
train for 126 miles, Greater consideration
should be shown to the residents of Yarra-
man and the district by running these trains
a little faster. There should be no difficulty
in the way of doing so, because there arc
quite a number of trains running on this line
both in the day and at night time. I see
no reason why the timber or goods trains
could not do the shunting that the mixed
and passenger trains have now got to do., 1f
that were done, it would save quite a lot
of time. Anybody could then come down
from round about Toogoolawah to Brisbane
in an expeditious manner. Ati present they
may come down by car, do their business,
and return next day, whereas, if they use
the railway, it takds them three days. It
takes them one day to come to Brizbane, the
next day to do their business. and they have .
to wait until the third day before they can
return home. On account of this lack of
facilities and also by reason of the increase
in fares, there is not at present as great an
samount of traffic on that line as there should
be. A fortnight ago [ was leaving Toogoola-
wah for Brisbane by car, and no less than
five car-oads of passengers were coming
down at the same time. Those men usually
travel by train. That shows that the inerease
recently made in our fares is likelv to be a
deterrent in the matt.r of railway travelling.

We have heard quite a lot of statements
lately with regard to increased traffie. If
the matter were gono into and the traffic
compared with that of many years ago, it
would be found that there 1s a diminuticn
of trafic. When our railways are run like
the one I quoted that cannot be wondered
at.  On that particular line for some time
past the people of the Mount Hallon district
have been endeavouring to get a goods shed
or cream shed, and also a level crossing to

Mr. Nott.]
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facilitate loading. There is a very fertile
area about 6 miles from the station which
produces a lot of goods, but on account of
the lack of facilities, these people send their
produce 19 miles to Forest Hill, or 8 or 8
miles to Esk or Coominya, instead of to
the station at Mount Hallon. The railway
authorities may argue that, if these people
take their goods to Forest Hill or Hsk, the
department gets the freight just the same,
but in many cases where the produce is of
low value men will not despatch it at all,
and the railway does not get any freight
from it. One reason why they prefer to
take their goods a long distance is that,
when they go to Mount Hallon, they may
have to leave the produce on the wagon,
take the horses home, and return next morn-
ing to load the truck. Instead of taking that
risk, they prefer to cart the produce the
longer distance. Again, there is the difficulty
of the level crossing. When they arrive
within about 50 yards of the station they
should be able to use a level crossing and
pull in adjacent to the platfarm. For some
reason or other that I cannot understand,
and nobody knowing anything about level
crossings can understand it, when a man gets
to the station he has to go along the line
for half a mile before he gets to the crossing,
then cross and return that half mile to the
station. After unloading he has to cover
those two half miles again to get back to
the starting point. If a level crossing were
provided in the proper position, instead of
travelling those 2 miles, the farmer would
only have to travel about 50 yards. Yet,
the Railway Department wonder why they
do not get all the loading they should!

The unfortunate part is that even when
the train does get a full load it is still a
losing proposition. There has been a tre-
mendous loss on this lin~ for some consider-
able time. During the last nine years the
loss has been in the vicinity of £40,000 a
vear, and I hold that, if a sum of £20,000
were expended in reducing some of the high
grades and some of the sharp curves, there
would be a possibility of the line paying,
especially when we remember that very few
engines coming down to Ipswich do not have
a full load. It is a common practice for
trains to get stuck on these high grades
and be forced to go back and make a sccond
run. I .do not think many days pass without
that happening. This line is within a short
distance of Brisbane, and these things must
be well known to the railwar officials. Hon.
members will agree with me that, if anyone
is running railways or anything else as a
business concern, 1t should be one of their
duties to rectify these things. This is one
of the rcasons why we have inefficiency and
the tremendous loss that we have on our
railways at the present time.

Some little time ago a man purchased
some cattle in the West. He wanted to
remove them to nearer Brisbane, and he
applied early in May for trucks in which
to remove these cattle. At that time most
men who were shifting cattle by railway
received a certain rebate on the freight.
These trucks were not supplied until* July,
and although they were ordered in May, the
department would not allow the rebate that
the owner of the cattle was justly entitled
to. The reason given for not allowing the
g‘ebate was that a regulation had been issued
in June that no further rebates on railway
{reights were to be allowed. In this case,
a5 the trucks had been ordered in May, this
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man was justly entitled to the rebate of 3¢
per cent. At least, that is my opinion, and
that is his opinion.

I would like to know why a higher freight
per mile should be charged from Rockhamp-
ton westward than is charged from Brisbane
westward. This is the case in regard to
power oil and material of that sort sent out
from Rockhampton +to the far western
stations.

There have been quite a number of remarks
made this afternoon in regard to the rail-
ways being used to develop the country, and
it has been said that the people i the coun-
try should be thankful for the loss on the
railways and look on it as a subsidy to
assist the men on the land. Personally, I
do not think that the loss on the railways
should be looked upon as a subsidy to the
primary producers. The railways are neces-
sary, and should be one of the main factors
in assisting the primary producers to estab-
lish their industries; but we must realise
that, in addition to the freights the people
are parying, every man, woman, and child in
Queensland has to pay approximately £2 per
head in interest for the upkeep of the rail-
ways. Several mombers on the Government
side have claimed that there has been very
successful development during the regime of
the Labour party, and that the Government
are doing a great deal for the man on the
land by way of railways. As a matter of
fact, the previous Governments, when there
was a more sparse population, built the
greatest length of railways in Queensland.
They were the ploneers in building railways,
and they spent @ tremendous amount of
money on them, and at that time they were
running the railways at no very great loss.
During the last ten years the present Govern-
ment have been running the same railways,
plus a small percentage which they have
built since, at a tremendous loss, which is
equal to a charge of £2 per head of the
population of Queensland. It would not be
so bad if it stopped at that; but, unfortu-
nately, under their regime, land settlement
in Queensland has not gone along at the
samec rate that it did before they came into
office. As far as I can see, not only have
the Government, by their administration,
shown tremendous losses in the Railway
Department and failure to run the depart-
ment in an efficient manner, but they have
shown just as great inefficiency in regard to
land settlement.

I would also like to support the suggestion
of the hon. member for Barcoo that the
Railway Department should be asked to take
immediate steps to see that the carriages are
made more comfortable for travellers. They
are very often in a dirty state, and on the
line in my electorate the carriages are at
times in a state of serious disrepair. It is a
very common thing to have to ask for assist-
ance to shut a window. The last time I was
coming down to Brisbane it was impossible
to open or shut one of the lavatory carriage
doors, because the hinges were coming off.
As there has been this very great increase
in rates and f{reights, the very least the
Railway Department can do is to give us
cleaner carriages to travel in.

At 5.25 pm.,

The CuATRMAN left the chair, reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.





