
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER 1924 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
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WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram,Jiaree) took 
the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

" GoLDEN CASKET" STAFF-SALARIES AXD 
DIS,IISSALS. 

HoN. W. H. BAR='!ES (lrymwm) asked the 
Homo Secretary-

" 1. How man:: persons arc emplo2 ed 
by the Gov crnment in the office of the 
' Golden Casket' ? 

"2. \Vhat salary does the manager 
receive? 

" 3. \Vhat is the total amount per 
annum of wages paid to employees? 

'' 4. IIave many changE"3 taken place 
in the staff since the Government com
men~cd the running of the 'Golden 
Casket'? 

"5. How manv of the staff have been 
disn1isscd since the comn1cncement of tht~ 
casket-(rl) FM incompetenc.~-: (b) for 
carolc 'sness ; (c) for known dishonesty?" 

The HOY!:E SECRETARY (l-Ion. J. 
Stopford, .lf aunt JI organ) replied-

" 1. Kinety-nine. 

"2. £12 weekly. 

" 3. For 1923-24-£19,312 13s. 10d. 

" 4. Appointnu:-nts, 142; resignations 
and di .. missa1s, 58. 

"5. (a) 4; (b) nil; (c) 2." 

Sr.\rnrEKT OF PRESIDENT oF QuEEKSLAND 
CH.UIBER OF :'vlAXUFACTUHERS in re DEVELOP
i\IENT OF SECONDARY IND'CSTRIES. 

:Mr. i\1AX\VELL (1'oo1J'onu) asked the 
Premier-

" Seeing that 1Ir. A. \Vatson, Presi
dent, Chamber of :Manufacturers, has 
contradicted the statement made bv him 
in rc'ply to a question by Mr. Clayton 
with ref<'rence to the progress of Queens
land in the development of s2condary 
ir>dustrics, will he explain how ho has 
arrived at hi;; figure.:;?" 

'l'ho PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore 
Chillauoc) replied- ' 

"The figures furnished b~- me in reply 
were taken from the latut issue of the 
'Official Year Book,' Ko. 16, 1923, by the 
Common\vealth Statistician." 

TRA YELLING EXPEKSES OF 

MINISTERS. 

RET'CRK TO ORDER. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) laid on the table Return to 
Order made by the House on 14th August, 
1924, on the motion of Mr. M01·gan (Jfurilla) 
relative to the travelling expenses of Ministers. 

T'GLLY SGGAR WORKS AREA LAC\D 
REGULATIONS RATIFICATION BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'GBLI0 LA:KDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
lllDY8-

"Thd the House will, at its next 
sitting. resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Yhole to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to declare the 
validity of certain regulations dated the 
30th day of May, 1924, purporting to 
have been In a de under th- provisions of 
th<' Sugar \Yorks Act of 1922, and for 
other consequential purposes." 

Que··,tion put and passed. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH LANDS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAND& 
(Hon. IV. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
move-

" That leave be given to introduce a 
Bill to enable the trustees of the land 
comprised in Certificab of Title C\o. 
138235, being allotment 1 of section 27A, 
county of Stapley, parish of );'orth Bris
bane, in the city of Brisbane, granted 
upon trust for the appropriation thereof 
for Church of England purposes, to mort
gage the said land or part thereof, and to 
apply tht' proceeds to the making of per
manent i1nprovenu~nts thcrcon; and for
other consequential purpo:::cs." 

Que 'tion put and passed. 

FIHST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \Y. :McCormack, CairnB) presented the 
Dill, and moved-

"That the Bill be now read a first 
titne." 

Quc·tion put and passed. 

The seconcc reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Commissioner, together with 
Statements of Accounts, Balance
sheets, etc., of the Respective State 
Enterprises for the year ended 30th 
June, 1924. 

SUPPLY. 

RESU:IIPTION oF CoThnHTTEE-FIFTEENTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. Pollock, Gre(J01'Y, in the chair.) 

Question stated-

" That £31,356 be granted for ' Mining 
Fields.' " 

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt) : 1'ho annual 
report of the 'G ndcr Secretary for JYiines 
makes referenr' to the considemble falling 
off in the production of sapphires on the 
Anakie field. I >vish to make a few remarks 
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in reference to that que3tion and point out 
the main reason why that falling off in pro
rlnction has taken place. The hon. member 
for Oxley in speaking on a previous vote also 
referred to this question. Table C in the 
report shows that the valu" of gems produced 
in Queensland was-

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 

£ 
42,883 
65,831 
46,524 
35,362 
23,309 

The main reason for the falling off in produc
tion is that of late years the miners have 
been concentrating on the old allm-ial deposits 
on the fields. The result is that thcco de 1Josib 
have been turned over and over and very 
little maiden ground remains on those old 
leads at the present time, with the exception 
of a few very good clai,ns that have been 
held for a number of years. 

The figures in the annual report vv hi eh 
point to an enormous prnduction in previous 
.· c<trs cannot be r-elied on to any extent. 
That is duo to the fact that the mining 
warden, when compiling statistics in the 
past, had to depend upon the various private 
agents who purchased gcrns from the 1niners 
for the information he embodied in his 
report. Consequently, those agents in n1any 
cases exaggerated the price the:- rwjd 1U1Lt 

the quantities they purchased. Kow that 
lYO have a Uovernrnent gcrn scherno operat
ing, '\VC have accurate data as to what is 
being produced by and purchased from the 
1nincrs. If that scheu1c continues, our 
statistics in futuro vears vv-ill be more 
accurab than they hav:e boon in the past. 

I think I am in order on this vote in 
rnaking a fev/ remarks in reference to the sap
phire marketing scheme, as I had no oppor
tunitv on the '· Chid Office " v-ote of deal
ing v\-ith the question. Although I do not 
think that the Government hav-e 'realised the 
true economic value of the sapphires sup
plied by the miners through their marketing 
sclwmo. I claim that at least the miners 
get much belier results through the Govern
ment marketing scheme than they did under 
the old syst<•m of buying on the field. Just 
prior to the Government entering into an 
Hrrangernont with Rubin BrotheL-; a shunp 
of over six months took place on the field, 
nnd n1incra with large parcels of sapphires 
could not sell an ounce to the private buyers. 
\Vhen HH' Government by agreement with 
Rubin Brothers took over the buying 
all that stone was purchased from the miners. 
After the breakdown of the Rubin agree
ment another slump took plac-e. Certain 
discussions and v-ot<Os took place on the ficlcl 
among the miners as to whether thcv wore 
going to agree to tho Rubin scherr;o con
tinuing or not, and the ag0nts on the fid!d 
made all sorts of statements as to the amounts 
they v-ould purchas<O and the prices they 
would give. After the Rubin scheme broke 
down, as I say, a shunp occnrrcd, as not one 
of the agents who made shtoments as to 
what they would buy v, as prepared to corn" 
up to the mark when the miners offered 
their sapphires. The result was a slump for 
a number of months, and the miners wer<O 
compelled to sell their sapphire', in many 
instances, at the ridiculous price of from 
£1 10s. to £2 an ounce to get a little money 
to purchMe the necessaries of life. 

Since the GoYernment took ov-er they have 
rnadc an honest endcayour to trv and secure 
the hest price obtaining for tl{e stones. I 
thnk we hav-e the right man in Mr. 
Knowlcs, who has been in London endea
vouring to organise the industry and to 
obtain the maximum price for the products 
of the 'apphire fidel. 

On a previous vote the hon. member for 
Oxley made a statement practically advising 
1h£~ miners that they would do much better 
1o market their own sapphires instead of 
rlcp0r1ding on the Government; but tl1e 
illustrations I hav-e quoted 11oint conclusively 
1o the fact that in the past the minors hav-e 
not received a fair deal from the private 
lmyers on the field, and that in <>verv 
Pndcav-our thcv h:we made to market thei'r 
O\Vn gen1s dil~ect in London and various 
J;arts of Europe they ha>o recciYcd ridicu
lously low prices fo'r the parcels of gems 
forv arded. AI though tlw prices we are 
l·ccei\·ing .a.t tho present tin1e do not con1-
1 ne fayonrablv with the prices that have 
Lcen paid on the Anakie field on one or two 
bo<;m occac.ions for the best qualit_,. sap
phll'l s, at I east they arc, on the averag-e, 
much better than the· pri<Ocs that were 
received hy the min0rs on the field ten or 
fif~0en :vca_rs ago. t;nder the arrangmncnl 
,,-,!h Rubm Brothers, the a,·eragc price 
paid was £7 10s. pc1· ounce for the larger 
quahty first blue sapphi'l'CS, and £4 2s. 6d. 
JlPr ounce for the smaller sapphires of first 
g'radc ~1nality. UndC'r the present arrange
ment the GoY<'rnmcnt pay an av-erag-e of £9 
per ounce, and have recelvcc1 a prire 1nore 
than compensating- thrm for the price they 
ha Ye gn en to the minors. The Minister 
should bt'ar in mind that the present 
auangement vYith Trefus Brothers should not 
be the end of his end<>avours to market the 
eapphircs from the Anakio field to ad\ an
lage. Trofus Brothers arc go'n merchant-. 
who were dealing in diamonds. and thev 
decided to engage in the sapphire tra-de and 
cndea_vour to create a monopolv in theso 
g-ems. After obtaining the sapphir· s from 
the Government, Trefus Brothe,rs sell them 
i>< the rough state to other mere hants in 
London, America. and Europe, who in turn 
sell to other merchants vcho hare boon 
connected with their firm for a nnmber of 
years, and they in turn sell to dealers allld 
sn on. The result is that when the sapphires 
e.ro cut and polished by a lapidarv and reach 
ihc manufacturing jeweller or retailer thev 
uo retailed at the high price of £5 'to £.8 
rwr car~t for the best Australia-n sapphires. 
The price we a re receiving fro"!l Trefus 
Brothers for the best grade sapphires works 
ou_t ai· nbo"t 1s. 9d. per ca,rat. That, mnlti
p]Jed by three. will give tho value por carat 
or the cut and polished stone, which amounts 
0 5, 3d. I would llOint out that Mr. 
Knowles. who had made a trin to London 
for his firm prior to his engagement with 
the Government. informed me personally 
that he had sold parcels of Aust-ralian 
blue sapphires in London at from £2 
i o £5 per c '.rat, cut and polished, an-d 
he also informed me that in manv instanc··s 
Aushalian sapphires of the best qualitv were 
h<'ing- sold in the retail jewellers' shops in 
London at anything hetwe0n £8 and £10 a 
carat. These few facts should convey to hon. 
members ~hat the prices we receive to--day 
for sapphires m the roug-h state ar0 not 
the true economic v-alue of tho sapphires. 
End as soon as a monopoly is ostablishod 

Mr. Foley.l 
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in London, if the Minister decide' to continue 
the agreement with Trefus Brothers, he 
should end "avour to make an arrangement 
with them to cut and polish the sapphires 
s0 that they will get a much higher price 
than is being received to-day. 

To give judt a rough idea as to what we 
should exp-ct for these stones. and what we 
are getting, the highest price that Trefus 
Brothers have offered the :Minister works out 
at between £12 and £13 per oz. for absolutely 
the best quality blue sapphires produced on 
the Anakie field. When an ounce of our best 
blue sa pphircs which are at prcscmt pur
chased by Trcfus Brothers from the Govern
ment for about £13 are cut and polished, 
they will repreo·ent about 50 carats of cut and 
polished sapphires. I can make a definite 
statement on this matter. I have had a 
c<:mversation on the telephone this morning 
with one of the leading jewellers in Brisbane, 
and he told me that I could make the definite 
statement to the Committee that we should 
expect not loss than £5 a carat for the best 
quality blue sapphires produce·d on the field 
when they arc cut and polished. That works 
out at £250 an ounce, so that hon. members 
will get a rougl) idea of the actual economic 
value of the blue sapphires prGduccd in 
Queensland. I am not going as far as that, 
but I 1vould stat-e that the cl a ss of stones 
known as first grade blues graded by 
Mr. Know]c, ,,-hen handling the total 
production in London is such that one 
could safely say that, on the average, if 
these sapphires were cut and polished, we 
should realise at a v cr7 low estimate no loss 
than £2 per carat- That would give £100 
on 50 carats produced from an ounce of rough 
stoms. If we deduct from that amount 2s. 
per carat for cutt.ing and polishing-which is 
rather a high e,timatc considering what we 
can get these stor, ·s cut and polished for in 
France and Gcrmany-that would represent 
a deduction of £5, leaving £95 per oz. In 
some parts of Germany you can get the 
stones cut for 6d. a carat, but it -Narks out 
at about ls. 6d. per carat in Franc<', so I 
han• taken 2s. a carat to be on the safe side. 
That leaves a realisable price of £95 per 
•)z .. basing the estimated pric~ at £2 per 
carat. which is a v 'ry low estimate for the 
best quality sapphires which we produce in 
Queensland. Assuming that I am wron12;, 
and that on the average wo should onl:· 
receive £1 per carat-which is a ridiculous!;;· 
low estimate-we then have a realisable value 
of £45 an ounce. I claim that if we just 
handled the percentage of first-grade blue 
··apphircs produced on the field. cut . and 
polished them, and th0n sold them rn a 
finished state, we could purchase all the 
sec0nrl-rate stuff from the minors and dump 
:it in the river. and show a much greater profit 
than we are showing at the pres-,nt time. 

Mr. MoRGA~: You are not showing a profit 
at all. arc vou? The trade account shows 
£32.000 to the bad. 

Mr. FOLEY: -we have shown no loss. The 
last account shows that we ha vc sold £11,318 
worth of stones, and on those sales, after 
de.ducting- expenses, there is a profit shown 
which will mean the distribution of a dividend 
to the minNs. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The trading account. is still 
in debt to the extent of £32,000. How do 
you accou"'t for that? 

Mr. FOLEY: We have stock in hand. This 
is the busiest part of the vear for selling 
-sapphires in London, and it is expected that 

[Mr. Foley. 

that stock will be sold before next March. 
We haYc £22,608 worth of stock on hand, 
making a total of stock 0:1 hand and sales 
of £34.000. 

I wouid like to refer now to a statement 
whieh has been made out by the accountant 
of the :;y1ines Department regarding the sales 
of gems under what is known as the ·relief 
scheme-that is, an arrangement which was 
made bv the Government after the break
down of the Rubin sch0,ne to C.cke from the 
miner a certain quantity of stones and allow 
him to draw so much per week until the 
value of the parcel deposited was exhausted, 
to enable him to carry on his operations 
until something better could be arranged. 
Under that scheme che grading was very 
slack and the quality of the stone deposited 
was Yery poor, an occasional good parcel 
only being sold under it. The selling price 
of the 512 oz. 13 dwt. amounted to £3,521 
13s_ 3d.. the expenses of selling amounted 
to £371 13s_ 5d., leaving an approximate 
profit of £594 upon that. quantity· of stone. 
On the 962 oz. of sapphires belonging to that 
arrang·ement which are still unsol·d the 
accountant estimates that. the selling expenses 
will amount to £350, which he has deducted 
from the £594, leaving a balance of £244 14« 
to be distributed to the miners. That is 
equal to something over 10td. in the £1. I 
mig-ht point out that very few miners on the 
fi"ld expected to recei v8 any profit or divi
dend from that arran~~ement on account of 
the poor quality of goods deposited and the 
loose grading. Under the present arrange
ment we have sold quite a lot of goods, and 
we know we have sold them at a profit and 
that there will be something for distribution 
to the miners. but unfDrtunatelv the account
ant cannot finalise the account; because cer
tain data have not arriYed from London_ I 
honestly believe that, if a permanent agree
ment is entered into with Trofus Brothers, 
they will be succescful in cornering the Aus
tralian sapphir8 market-! might point out 
they are the only sapphires which count now 
in the gem world on account of the production 
from Burmah and other fields being practi
cally negligible-and once they arc in a posi
tion to corner the ma1·ket I think thev will 
be able to show much better r·esults for the 
minors than at present. I would like to 
emphasise the point I made a few moments 
ago. that in any agreement with Trefus 
Brothers provision should be made that they 
should attempt to cut and polish the Aus
tralian blue sapphire and endeavour to 
mark0t it in a cut and polished state, and 
thereby obtain the tru0 economic value o' 
the gems for the producers. 

Mr. BEDFORD (lVnrre(lo): The Temarks 
which have been made with regard to the 
production of lead SN'm to be based on the 
idea t.hat the price at the. present time is an 
abnormal price due to the necessitY for war 
replacement_ and there seems to be also some 
suggestion that the continuance of that price 
is due to more preparation for war. Very 
probably war preparation has something to 
do with the price of gr0asy wool or molyb
denite, seeing that thP price of mol;cbdenite 
is at 55s. a unit. To kPep this price as 
a normal price, I do believe that it will 
become absolntelv nocessarv for the Federal 
Gm·ernment to help the n1incrs 0f the State 
lw imposing a duty on manufactured lead 
which will increase the use 0f lead for 
mflnufactures in Australia and will also affect 
the selling price of pig lead abroad. 
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There is a matter that I am forced to 
allude to in connertion with the prospecting 
vote, and that is the "tatoment made yester
day by the hon. member for Oxley. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The vote 
under diccussion is " :Mining Fields." 

Mr. BEDFORD: Mining fields would not 
exist except by reason of prospectors, and I 
submit, Mr. Pollock, that I am in order in 
mentioning the statements made yesterday 
as to the reason why new fields arc not being 

discovered, which, according to 
[10.30 a.m.] t-he hon. member for Oxley, is' 

because the prospectors have been 
influenced by doles to abandon their job 
of prospeding and now loaf around the cities. 
That may be trqe of the hon. member's own 
country--

Mr. MoRGAN: \Vhy did the hon. gentleman 
not reply to the remarks yesterday? 

Mr. BEDFORD: I rlid not know that the 
hon. member for Oxlcv had made those 
remarks until I read the-;, this morning. It 
is only nec.e,.,sary to rcrr1ind Australians, who 
know their own countrv and have at least 
qualified for their abi!'ity to take part in 
Australian log·islation b0· a knowledge of 
the country's conditions that thE',~: aro going 
to legislate for, of the great work that has 
been done by prospectors in this country and 
the great t:cpe of men that they wore-a 
better type of man than the hon. member for 
Oxley can ever aspire to be--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
:iYir. MORG-IN: He said the prospectors 

were a very fine type of man. 

The CHA TRMA!\' : Order ! The hon. 
member for \Varrego is Eot in order. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I have only to instance 
the cases so far as men being independent of 
<lolcs--

Thc CHAIR:\1AN: Order 1 I have already 
told the hon. member trat he is not in order 
in dealing with pro~pocting on this vote. 

:Mr. BEDFORD: I ,,-ant to contradict the 
statement made bv the hon. member for 
Oxlev, which I cor;sider is characteristic of 
his r'oolishrwss and insincerity. 

:Mr. MORGAN !Jluril/n): According to 
the tables relating to the Treasurer's Finan
cial Statement the "Sapphire Trading 
Account " for the --.,ar 1923-24 shows an 
expenditure of £17.279. against which are 
receipts amounting to £6 529. or a cl('bit to 
the Government to 30th June, 1924, of 
£32.711. 

Mr. FOLEY: We have all those stocks on 
hand 

Mr. :MORGAN: That might be so. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Minist<'r has stated that 
all those stocks will be sold by December. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Tho "Sapphire Trading 
Account " d0finii·<'lv -,hows a de-bit to the 
Government of £32,711, but we have not yet 
been inforn>erl as to the v1lue of stones that 
are held at the -present time. 

Mr. FOLEY: I mentioned th:;tt. 

Mr. MORGAN: I would like an explana
tion from the Minister on the matter. So 
far as we are able to judge, there is £32,711 
owing to the Government, and we are unable 

to ascertain what is the value of any offset 
again5t that account. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES (Hon. 
A. J. J ones, Paddington): In reply to the 
hon. member for :Yiurilla, I Yvoulcl like to 
point out that the £32,711 is the amount 
which the Mines Department has -received 
fr am the Treasury for the purpose of pur
chasing the gem~ from the field,_ and the 
£6,529 represents the amount recervecl from 
the sale of gems in London. Srnce 30th 
June last othDr sales have been made whrch 
do not appear in the report. The sales since 
that elate amount to £15,048. The amount 
o\ving to tho T·reasury in connection -with 
advances on gems is the difference between 
the total amount advanced and the amount 
sold, but against that amount we have gems 
as yet unsold. 

Mr. :YIORGAX: Gems to the value of the 
whole £32.000? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:!\"ES: Yes. 
As I pointed out yesterday, the scheme 
'haws a profit to the miners and . .rot to the 
department. The point that I dcsrre to make 
cleat' is that the Mines Department does not 
make one penny of profit out of the trans
action. 

Mr. MoRGAK: You do not lose on it? 

The SECRETARY FOR JI.IIKES: No. 
The dc•partment is out to assist the minors in 
this directio11, proYided 1t does not Incur 
a.ny loss. I have no doubt myself that the 
scheme will be successful, becau'lD of the 
value of the stones we -receive from the 
field and the price paid for them. As I 
pointed out yc•'terday, the average price 
paid for the swms on the field was £9 10s. 
per oun~e. The net result of the first sale of 
g-e~s in London v, as £14 l2s. ll~d. per ounce 
after all CX'lemec had been deducted. The 
-<:1,Yerngc pri~e advanced against tho~w gems 
lJy the GoYernment to the miners was £9 
~bs. pt"r ounce. 'I'he a veragc_ price
n<lvancccl bv the GOY-ernment agamst the 
second consignment of gems ck,patchcd to 
London was £4 17s. 6d., and a net return of 
£8 14s. 4d. was received for the parceL 
Those figures show that we were able 
to pay a dividend on the sale of those 
flapphires, but the initial expu1scs in orga
rcising tlrc scheme were somcwlrat. !wavy. 
The Mines Department haYe a . nght to 
recoup thomsoh-cs fDr that expendrtnrc, and 
so long as 've giYe to thP 1nin0rs the full 
price of their sapphires, lt-ss t ~e actual cost 
of marketing then1: we arc don1g sometlnng 
that they should applaud us for. 

Mr. MORGA:<i : That is all they can eRpect. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 
assure the hon. gentleman that there has 
been no loss to the Government on the deal
ing in sapphires. and there has boon a profit 
to the miners. ·with regard to the argument 
used by the hon. membe-r for I~ei_chhardt, I 
do not think there is anv poss1brhty of get
ting the pri~e that he "or his friend, the 
jeweller down the street, suggested. The 
price sug-gested was £250 a_n ounce, but y>e 
are dealing with a quantrty. That prrce 
might be obtained if there were no other 
sa pnhires in the world. I belreve that we 
could obtain better prices if this scheme was 
successful, and if the Government undertook 
to establish a. lapidary to cut the stones. 
They are at present sold in theicr· rough 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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.state, and not as cut gems. Then• is prob
ably a greater profit to be made in selling 
sapphires after they are cut, for the value of 
a stone i• not known until it has been cut. I 
believe that I have giv0n the hon. g·entle
man a ntisfactory explanation of the matters 
he inquired about. 

:Ylr. COLLil\S (Bowcn): This vote, deal
ing as it does with mining fields, n1ining 
inspectors, geological suryey, and other 
matters. is one of the most important votes 
of th<' doprrrtmont, and is of vast importance 
to the mining community. The geologiral 
staff is one which we might well be proud 
of. (Hear, hear!) I remember saying in 
this Charnber some years ago when I wad 
sitting in opposition that we did not have 
sufficient geologists to examine the resources 
of the State as they should be examined, and 
I still sa v so. I ha vc not altered m I' views 
in connection with that matter. Yea'l'S ago 
it was pointed out tha.t to make a close 
examination of the Etheridge and \Voolgar 
fields yyould require a staff of geologists 
working for a number of years. \Yhat is 
t1 ue of the Etheridge and Woe lgar fields is 
also true of a large portion of Queensland. 
It is quite true that ~-eat's ago Dr. Jack made 
a geological examination of a large portion 
<>£ Queensland, but the world has learnt a 
great deal eY<'n since the time of Dr. Jack. 
Like all other sciences, geology has made 
progress, a,nd l.Yhile vve rnay have rncn Yrho 
go out prospecting from time to time, if 
those men were better posted from a geologi
cal point of view they might have greatcT 
success. All we have to look at for an 
example is the Mount Isa field, which is 
practically unique in the history of geology. 
I believe there is only one place where a 
similar deposit occurs, and that is in Austria. 
That proves that mpn experienced in pros
pecting did not anticipate the finding of 
Buch silver-lead ores as we know have been 
found at Mount Isa. 

I am one of those who bclicYe that the 
future, to a large 0xtent. belonO"s to thn 
~cieniist, and while rnen may s,necr: and jeer 
at times at geologists--which they do-not 
understanding the teaching·· of geology and 
what it really means. I consider the JYiines 
Department would be well advised in getting 
n1ore trained gPologists tJ make a close 
examination of the great Cloncurry mineral 
belt. 'I'hat mineral belt is nracticallv a 
countn· in itself. Anvone "·ha has been 
over it-as I havP bee;;, thanks to my col
leagues putting me on the Public V\' orl" 
Commission. which enabkd me to see that 
anct other riortions of the State-will reali"'· 
as the hon mer:abcr for I{~nnPch me-nti<)W~d 
yesterday, that it contains a 'groat many 
minerals in addition to copper. \Ve know 
the principal cobalt mine that we have in 
the Commonwealth of Australia is situated a 
few miles from Mount Elliott, and by a 
close investigation we might make other 
discoveries" in regard to other minerals. I 
hope that the SPcretary for :Mines will give 
serious consideration to this proposal. 

It is all veorv well for us to talk about the 
decline in the mining industry, but if that 
indu" try is going to re vi Ye we must take the 
necessary ste)1s to brin~ about that reyival. 
If our geclogist,s could de,·ote more time to 
the examination of the rocks of the couutry, 
and also to the probability of what minerals 
might be found in those roc1:o, we might see 
the mining industry advanced at a far more 
rapid rate than is the case at present. I 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

know that the Bowen coalfi"ld owes a great 
deal to the Chief Geologist, Mr. Dunstan. 
It was practically on his report that the 
bores wore put down. I believe Mr. 
Dunstan mapped out the place where 
the shaft should be sunk. If it was 
Pot :Mr. D1instan it was :Mr. Jackson, the 
Chief Inspector of Mines. At any rate, :Mr. 
Dunstan proved to be Yory accurate in his 
report on the Bowen coalfield. It is neces
sary, in the interests of the State in general, 
that the Minister should pay more a.ttention 
to the geologica I staff. I do not think any 
of our geologists are overpaid, whPn you 
take into consideration what is paid to the 
geological staffs in the other States of the 
Commonwealth, and I think ours will com
pare more than fayourably with any of the 
other geologists in this great Commonwealth. 

I notice at page 37 of the report of the 
Department of Mines that the warden at 
Chillagoe, in dealing with the coal mine 
at :Mount Mulligan, has the following to 
say:-

" Considerable work was 
m improving the ventilation 
mine-" 

involved 
of the 

I want the Minister to listen very carefully 
to the following-

" and storage bins of 3,000 tons capa
city am now being built alongside the 
I ine to ensure the regular loading and 
despatch of coal trains. Hitherto work 
in the pit was continually being held up 
\vaiting for roal trucks .. and 'Vice ver.sa, 
but the completion of the storage bins will 
olwiate all trouble of that nature. 

" The coke oYcns. which wer0 out of 
commission throughout the year, were 
found to be in ne0cl of extensiYe r8pairs. 
These haYe now been completed and 
the ovens arl~ being heated. The rnanu
facture of coke should therefore be re
Eurncd at an early date." 

If the Minister will turn to page 102 of the 
report, he will find this :-

" Having conclusively demonstrated 
that a suitable coke can be manufac
tured the future operation of tl1is 
depa;tment rests with the cost of coal 
production from the mine, the latter 
item beino- accountable to a large extent 
for the loss on coke manufacturing, 
which is set out at £4,887 Os. Sd. 

" The cost of coke production per ton 
was £3 18s. 6.98d., but, as the experi
mental work in the early stages of coke
making yielded onlY a 50 per cent. return 
of coke this accounts for the extremely 
high co~t of li'roduchon." 

That is a very valuable report, and 7he 
point I want to make is that if it was neces
sarv to ha"e these bins of 3,000 tons storDge 
ca•{acitv at Mount Mulligan, and if the 
nc~ossarv funds could be raised to build these 
bins of ·3,000 tons capacity, then the nec.es
sary funds •·hould be raised to build bm., 
either at Dowen or the coalfield. ' I want to 
stress that point. 

Now in regar-d to coke. \V o are told b': 
the Railway Department that at the end of 
this yoar th,. railway line will be completed 
through to Cairns, and that moans. that we 
shall then have railway commumcatwn f:om 
the Bowen coalfield right through to Chtlla
goe, and considering that the cost of coal, 
as mentioned in the report, seems to 
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be rathce high at Mount Mulligan, I 
suggest to the Minister that he have inqui
ries made as to the advisability of opening 
the Gm·eick seam at the Bowen coalfield with 
a view to the manufacture of coke and to 
see whothee coke could not be manufactured 
there and delivered at Chillagoe cheaper 
than it is now being manufactured at Mount 
Mulligan. I understand that the future of 
Chillagoe depends upon lessening the cost 
of production. We used to have a saying 
\vhen I \Va£, \Vorking at 1nining that any man 
could run a rich mine, but that it required 
n very goo-d man indeed to run a poor mine. 
In other words, very little brains are re
quired to run a very rich mine, e"pecially 
in gold mining, but in a lo\v-grade propo~ 
sition such as is mentioned in many of these 
reports it requires an up-to-date mahager 
with beains. I would deaw the attention of 
the Secretary for Mines to page 99 of the 
report, ·w·hich states-

" I\IGHTFLOWER. 

Central Le·Cfse.-On this lease a shaft 
wo.s sunk 44 feet. Some very rich s~ams 
of ore >vere followod. A deive was put 
out 8 feet to the hanging-wall in forma
tion. About 10 tons of ore weeo raised 
from this shaft. 

South Ltasc.-Four shafts were sunk 
along the line of lode, three to a depth 
of 20 feet each, and one to a depth of 50 
feet in gossa n Total sinking 154 feet." 

I worked twenty-five years at mining. I 
am not a mathematician-! never learned 
mathematics-but I must admit that I 
learne·d a little al'ithmetic. If a shaft was 
sunk 44 feet. and some verv rich seams of 
ore were followed. and on!,; 10 tons of ore 
were raised out of 44 feet," I would like to 
know the siz<e of those very rich seanJS of 
ore, because it doe<, not take many cubic 
feet of silver-lead ore to make a ton. \Vhen 
I read that, I thought the manager or who
m·er wrote it must have had a slip of the 
pen. If I was a mining speculator and read 
such a report as that, I should sit down at 
the table and work out exactlv the size of 
the lod0 for a depth of 44 fe~t, taking an 
ordinary shaft, and I should feel satisfied 
that there was very little lode there at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mr:-ms: Thev mav not 
have sunk on the lode. , " 

Mr. COLLIKS: The report states that-
" Sonu~ verv rich seams of ore were 

followe·d," " 
\Vhat does " followed" mean? I am quot

ing from the report of the Mines Depart
ment, and. being a practical miner, I know 
a little about mining'. I know that, if I 
was a shareholder of the mine and I was 
to r<>ad in the report that a certain number 
of feet were sunk or driven nnd rich seams 
of ore were " followed." I should want to 
know the size of the seams of ore. In my 
day, we used t.o s1t down and calculate the 
size of the lode, and if it did not come 
up to expectation. in many cases the manager 
was overhauled, and he was told to be more 
careful in his reports. I have no time for 
exaggeration in any shap0 or form. W'e pay 
the G.eneral Manager £1.750 a year for 
m'tnaginQ" the Chillagoe mines and also the 
:Yiount 1\Tulligan coal mine. \\'hen we pay 
a man that salary I expect to get good results. 
Tr is just about time that the Secretary for 
Mines got to know whether he is getting 
the results he ought to get, consi.dering 
the expenditure which is going on. I am one 

of those who believe that we should pay 
thuo men well, but when we pay them well 
I certainly expect results from so doing, 
because it is a fairly good salary-more than 
equal to that of three members of Parlia
ment. I question whether any man living 
is equal to five men-even the brightest 
genius '"ho lives. I hope the Minister will 
nav some attedion to mv remarks and tell 
~~s "what was the cost of the bins erected at 
::\1ount Mulligan. If they are necessary 
there, then it is just as nec·essary that they 
should be erected either at Bowen or the 
coalfield. 

Mr. CORSER (Burn"tt) : I think that a 
matter of .some ccnsidera tion under this vote 
is om· iron ore fields. We know that we have 
secured evidence at great cost through our 
.reologists a.nd others in the various parts of 
Queensland and Australia with regard to the 
development of our iron ore deposits, as the 
Mini,ter a few years ago was particularly 
energetic in his determination to foster the 
mining industry. 

In 1917 the Minister, after securing the 
fullest information and prior to the report 
of the Royal Commission on Public Works 
on the proposal to establish State iron and 
steel works in Queensland, expressed some 
very satisfactory opinions regarding the ir?n
fields of Queensland, particularly affectmg 
my district. Speaking in the Legislative 
Council, he '<tid-

" \Ve arc more advantageously situated 
in Queensland for the production of iron 
and steel than cv~n New South Wales 
or anv of the other States of the Com
monw~alth. . . . \Ve in Queensland 
have all the material that we require 
for the manufacture of steel within a 
radius of 50 miles, and on the seaboard." 

H·e was speaking at the time of Urangan-
" Therefore we arc better situated than 

Now South \Vales for the manufacture of 
iron and steel. We have in Queensland 
the best manganese mine in Australia. 
I have a sample here of iron ore taken 
from Bigg·enden. This is a beautiful 
magnetised ircn. At Bigge11den we can 
quarry 72 per cont. ore and lime from 
the one quarry. They are there together. 
You can see the lime in the sample I 
have here. It is pure carbonate of lime 
and 72 per cent. ,,,;:,gnetite iron." 

Showing that the most valuable ironfield in 
Australia existed in The Biggenden district. 
The late Hon. :Mr. Fahev asked what the 
size of the lode was, and the hon. gontlem'lll 
replied-

" A very moderate estimate is 500,0(il 
tons. As a matt·er of fact, it is not VOl')' 

difficult to calculate. \Ve know the width 
of the iode, and we know the depth to 
which it is proved at the present time
we do not know how far it may go down. 
A cubic yard of ore will weigh 3 tons, 
and a very simple calculation shows that 
the ore in sight in the Biggenden mine 
totals over 500,000 tons," 

Later on he stated-

" The ore thev use at Newcastle is a 
hematito ore of' 66 to 68 per cent. The 
Biggenden Ol'e is hom 53 per cent. to 
72 per cent. pure. J might explain that 
72 per cent. is reg,trded as pur·e magne
tite iron. It cannot be purer than 72 

Mr. Corser.] 
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per cent .. The advantage of the Biggen
den ore IS that the other 28 per cent. 
goes. to make up the flux for smelting 
the 1ron. Had the iron ore been any 
purer W? wou)d have had to get other 
fl uxes :w1 ~h ": h1ch to smelt it. 'l'he Royal 
CommiSSIOn IS s~J!I Pngaged on this work 
and they are domg very valuable work." 

Then later the hon. gentleman said-
" The official breaking- "train for the 

Government, and as used by the \Vater 
and Sewerag-e Board, is 1,090 lb. on an 
inch bar. The iron smelted from the 
Biggenden ore recorded a breaking strain 
at from 3,000 lb. to 3,500 lb. on an inch 
bar. The deflexion of the iron from 
Biggenden before br,aking "as 5/16ths 
of an inch in one ~ase and 11/32nds of 
an inch in three othLr cases." 

Those remarks applied to ore from this field. 
The unfortunate part of the situation is that 
althoug-h these fields still lie practically con: 
trolled by the State-because the State took 
control of the whole of the iron ore in 
Queensland-th<> Government did not seek to 
develop them. They went outside our State 
->y~ich presents ;superb possibilities in the 
opmwn of the Mmister-right to the north
west. of Weste1:n Australia, where they 
acqmrcd an optwn of Cockatoo Island in 
Yampi Sound at a cost of £3 000 in cash and 
£30,000 in debentures. or a t~tal of £33.000. 
They left our wonderful field in the Burnett 
and other fields in Queensland and gave that 
the preference. The Government left that 

field and secured a field at a cost 
[11 a.m.] of £33,000 on a far distant part 

of the coa"t of Australia and 
:laime<I that they were going to devel~p the 
non re~m;recs m the fields of Queensland. 
The Mm1ster had alreadv mentioned' the 
g-reat possibilities in our o,;-n fields adjaccmt 
to the coast and pointed out that the neces
sary flux was close at hand. According to 
" I-Iansard " for 1917. at page 2617, he said-

" If we had to depend upon the Mount 
Biggenden deposit alone we should not 
be ju~tified in introducing this Bill or 
estabhshmg the iron industrv. But we 
ha_ve many other deposits. Within a few 
miles of the railw::ty-a railway station 
nc•ar Maryborough-there is a very large 
depos1t of hematite iron. Samples that 
we have taken from it and tested were 
found to contain from 66 per cent. to 
69 per cent. of iron." 

. The SECRETARY FOR MixES: That is all 
nght. 

Mr. CORSER: Then whv did the Minister 
and his Government lea,:e dormant those 
wm:;derful fields and the consideration of 
thmr development for fields that wer·e outside 
the State? 

Mr. 'WARREN: The distant fields are always 
the greenest. 

:\Jr. CORSER: In this caso the Government 
~,·ere the " green" ones. Why did the Min

' 1sie1: want to boast--

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am glad th•' 
hon. gentleman has raised the question. 

Mr. qo~SER: I am particularly glad,· 
because 1t 1s a n:att.er of very g-r·eat concern. 
We know. that 1t 1s sometimes stated that 
ccria'n thmgs are not done because the neces
sary fund~ w_ere not available, but that can
Wlt be sa1d .m connection with the develop
ment of our Iron ore deposits. In the "Daily 

[Mr. Corser. 

Standard" of 4th October, 1920, the Premier 
is rEported to have said-

" There was nothing about which the 
Government was more in earnest than 
tho ·establishment of the Bowen iron and 
steel works. To say that this part of the 
Government's policy was political >vindow 
dressing was a falsehood. The Government 
meant to go straight ahead with the work 
and the failure of the London loans would 
not affect the position. They had loca],. 
financial resource·, and the \I'Ork wouki 
h•.' carried out without delay." . 

That was the statement made by the Premier 
at Bowcn at election time. The Secretarv 
for Mines is thus report cd in the " Daily 
Standard" of lOth September, 1920-

" It is an indication that Wf' arc going 
back to power that we will be able to 
finance and go on with the iron and steel 
\vorks at Bowen." 

The establishment of the Bowen iron and steel 
works meant the development of certain fields 
at Cloncurry possessing wonderfully large 
deposits, but nothing in comparison with the 
possibilities of the Big-gcnden field, of which 
the Minister must have been a\\'are when he 
made his statement. I do not know what 
political influence was used to prevent these 
,,·onderful possibilities at Bigg nden from 
being accomplished. The Minister claimed that 
l here were wonderful possibilities at hand at 
Biggcnden with its mag-netic iron and fluxes 
that could be worked side bv side with everv 
facility, and there was pienty of coal to 
be obtained from the Bm·rum district with 
the possibility of the development of an 
export trade. The Public \Yorks Commission 
proceeded to Urangan to make an investiga
tion in connection with th' matter, and its 
report stands to the credit of the whole of 
the district; but then we find that for some 
reason or other the Minister goes a way with 
the idea of establishing the iron and steel 
works at Bowen and deYeloping the coal 
industry there by scouring iron, not from our 
fields. but from ftelds on the north-west coast 
of \V est Australia, for which the country is 
indebted for no less than £33.000. 

Mr. C'OLLINS: Don't forget that since then 
a huge deposit of iron has been discovered at 
2'dount Goolon. 

Mr. CORSER: With all the Mount 
Coolons, the 1ron industry has not de
veloped, although we had that definite 
statement from the Minister. ln addition to 
the expenditure which I quoted, we find from 
the report of the Auditor-General that the 
Go.-ernment have also spent to 30th June, 
1923, a further sum of no less than £49,042 
in connection with the same project. It was 
proved to the Minister that great possibilities 
existed at Biggendcn with regard to the iron . 
industry. These deposits were taken over 
by the Government and >vere controlled by 
the State, although private enterprise was 
prepared and promised to work the deposits. 
The Government promised to erect the steel 
and iron works at Bowen, yet nothing has 
been done up to the present time. 

Mr. COLLINS: Thanks to yonr party. 

Mr. CORSER: We were not in power. 
Mr. CoLLINS: Thanks to the delegation 

which vrent to London and stopped the Go
vernment getting the £9,000,000 loan. 

Mr. BRAND: He has no other excuse. 
Mr. CORSER: I have read the statement 

of the Premier, in which he stated that the 
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Government were never 1nore in earnest a bout 
any works than they wer·e in connection with 
the establishment of the iron and steel works 
at Bowen. The Premier also said-

" To say that this part of the Govern
ment's policy was political window
dressing was a falsehood. The Govern
ment meant to go straight ahead with 
the work and the failure of the London 
loans would not affect the position. They 
had local financial resources and the \VOrk 
would be carried out without delay." 

The statement of the hon. member for 
Bowen is the sort of political jam-case stuff 
he gives outside. He is contradicted by the 
statement of his own leader, and he must 
ho subservient to him. 

0PPOS1TION ::V1EMBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for 
Bowen has turned a deaf ear to facts, and 
to the statement of the Premier, and ho now 
contradicts the statement made at election 
time by the Premier to the poor unfortunate 
people of Bowen, who have not heard the 
other side. 

OPPOSITION Jl.lEMBER.,: Hear. hear ! 

Mr. CORSER: I hope the opportunity 
will be given at no distant date to those who 
are prepared to develop the ironfields of this 
State, and that the Government will cease 
bothering about developing one section of 
t.he industry and securing iron from far 
distant portions of Australia. 

Mr GLEDSON: You are becoming a proper 
State socialist now. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: ·what about 
Your statement in connection with the arsenic 
~ine? 

Mr. GORSER: My statement was proved 
to be correct by the Government's own 
geologist, •pecialists, and analysts. My 
statement was that the liquid only contained 
17 per cent. of arsenic, whereas the Govern
ment's own anal:;-st proved that there was 
octually only 14 per cent. of arsenic in the 
first sample. The prickly-pear flourished better 
than ever on the fertilising effect of some of 
this stuff sold by the Government. That was 
not the only case; but I do not want to raise 
that question now. I only want to point out 
that my statement was borne out by the 
Government analyst. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (I-Ion. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): The hon. member 
for Burnett can get as much arsenic guaran
teed t<J contain 95 per cent. of arsenic as 
he likes now at £10 per ton. 

The hon. member for Bowpn made refer
ence to the ore bins at the Mount Mulligan 
mines, and wanted to know their cost. I 
have a statement here showing the assets 
of thE' Mount Mulligan mine, v.ceording to 
which the ore bins and acce'Sories are valued 
at £8,922 17s. 7d. I do not know what their 
actual cost was. The ben. member for 
Bowen said that, if the Government could 
build ore bins at Mount Mulligan, they 
should also build coal bins at the port of 
Bowen to assist in developing the overseas 
coal tracle which it was hoped to establish 
in the near future. I want to point out. how
ever, that the cost of ·building coal bins on 
the wharf at Bowen would involve a very 
large sum. A site has been selected just off 
the wharf on the Bowen railway and, speak-

ing from memory, the estimated cost would 
be £58,000. Tha<: is quite a different matter 
to the building of a small coal bin on the 
Mount Mulligan field. 

The question of an overseas coal trade is 
ao-itating the minds of the Government at 
the present time. We realise that to establish 
an overseas trade we need to be up-to-date 
and to have ur-to-date facilities at ports 
nearc·ct to the market. 

Mr. ELPHI!\STOXE: And to keep your cost 
of production ,down. 

The SECRETAHY FOR MINES: I said 
vesterday that the cost of production was 
fairly low. At the Baralabn mine the selhng 
price of coal is 14s. 9d. per ton .. The cos.t o~ 
production at Bowen Js certamly a httle 
hio·her than it should be, but now that we 
ha;c altered the system there the cost of 
production will bo reduced. It will be fur
ther reduced by getting overseas trade and 
by winnino· greater quantities of coal. The 
Governme;;'t realise we have to get expert 
opinion as to whether the erection of coal 
bins at Bowen is the best method of stor
ing and loading coal, as ag.ainst havi_ng 
cuffiricnt rolling stock and havmg coal bms 
at the mine. That question is still under con
sideration. :The facilities for loading-cr~nes, 
&c.-will not bo completed until the m1ddle 
of next year. 

Mr. CoLLINS: I have been told 2\.Iay of 
next 1·ear but I lmve been promised so often 
that '[ do' not take notice of it. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR MINES.: I a.m 
hoping that the Departm_ent of Mmes >yiii 
have the neceseary fac1htws for loadmg 
readv at the same time. There are th:ec 
depa:rtments invo!ved-the Trcasur;~-. whr9h 
controls the Marme Department, the RaJ!
\', :<y Department, . and the D0partmc~t of 
Mines. It was su1d wLen we were dmelop
ing the Bowen coalfidds that we \\Ould no,~ 
be ready for the railway, hut \VC had our 
portion of ~he work dov: loped eorhcr than 
Jhe completwn of the rarlway. I thmk the 
hon. member for Bo\.V·en is unnect-s'3arily 
:;]armed about thP action of the Government 
in that matter. We shall be ready fm the 
coal trade when we can get it Every effort 
is now being made to secure oversea. trade. 
As I pointed out yesterday, we must be 
prepared to supply th::- coal-we have the 
uuality-at a pnre whiCh will enable us to 
,:0 mpete with other coal-producmg States, 
nart.icula·rly New So.uth ·wales, where they 
have very good coal. 

I cannot giye the hon. member for. Bowen 
the information lw rcqurres regardm!i tho 
~ightf!ower lease and the small quantity of ti; 
ore that has been taken out from the shaft 
sinking and driving. That is a problem 
that probably onlv those who work on. the 
field would be able to answN. I beheve 
that the Nightflower field is likely to deveiop 
into a very good silver-load ore-producm_g 
field. The difficulty is the transport. It rs 
some distance from the railway r;nd fn;m the 
Chillagoe smelters. TraJ_Isport drfhc.ultros r;re 
the greatest ob,tacle m connectwn wrth 
many of our outlying mining fields. 

When at Wembley I was exceedingly 
interested in a new method of transport 
called the "road rail." I do not know 
whether the hen. member for Ox~ey sa:w that 
road-rail working, but I suppose he d1d. It 
impressed rne as being particularly ad~p~ed 
for Queensland, and especially on mrmng 

Hon. ·A. J. Jones.] 
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fields. The driving wheels work on the 
road, and the truc1.<s are pulled along a two· 
foot tramway, obYiating the necc8'Jity for 
making tunnels and cuttings. The co:3t of 
laying a mile of line is given as under 
£2,000. and anybody who saw it must have 
been impressed with the idea that it is a 
method of transport that is likely to benefit 
mineral fields, such as l1iount Isa and the 
Kightflower field. 

Mr. NOT'r: That system has been in use 
for a good many :vears. It is not a new 
system by any means. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MIKES: There 
are only 23 miles of road-rail in South Africa. 

Mr. NoTT: I tried to get it introduced 
i1,to the Toogoolawah district years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: I am 
glad to know that the hon. member is 
impressed with tbc system. 

I am also pleased that the hon. member 
for Burnett made reference to the iron and 
sieel indust,ry. I do not go back on any· 
thing I haye said regarding the importance 
of that great parent industry. The hon. 
member quoted from my speech in tho 
Legislative Council, in which I gave the 
analysis of the Biggcnden oro. Those 
figures, of course, cannot be controvertPd. 
We in Queensland are blessed with having 
very largo iron nre dP!JOsits. At _\_fount 
Philp, in the Cloncurry district. we hav • an 
iron ore deposit estimated at 30,000.000 tons 
above the level of tbe enrface, and I am 
told by geologists that you can always esti
mate that th;ore is two-thirds more under
ground which can be iaken out without 
difficult,-. At :Mount Leviathan we have 
a.nother' big ore dopoJit of 10.000,000 tons 
r,bove the surface of the ground. These 
deposits assay 59 per cent. 'I'hat is the 
mlnirnutn assav 1ve have received. 
\Vht'ther the iron and steel industry is a 
question for the distant or the near future 
~wh<Other it has been abandoned for the 
time being or is merely held in abeyancc
I claim that I was the fir.,t Minister to have 
a proper invcstlg:'l.tion n1ade Into tho iron 
and steel industr.> as a possibility in this 
State. The hon. member does not under· 
stand that i.n order to have a successful 
iron and steel works nothing is more essen
tial than to havo a mixture oi ores of 
various qualities. One might have a very 
good ore, such as that at Mount Big-genden 
-I do not know but that it is possiblv one 
of the be,t deposits, although not one of 
the largest deposits in tbe State. 

l\1r. NoTT: Tbero is good iron oTo within 
50 miles of Ipswich. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:\TES: Quite so. 
vVe are particularly blessed in that regard, 
and we are lacking in our duty-I am speak
ing broadly-as Australian·• in neglecting 
tbat great industry in thi>J country. \Ye are 
tinkering about smrrll iobs instead of devot
ing ourselves to bigger industries such as 
the iron and steel industry, which we know 
has made other countries of the world. 
Australia, in my opmJOn, will never be 
worth the proverbial " tinker's dam" until 
it has established the iron and stoel indnstry. 

Mr. MORGAN: I thought Australia was the 
best country in the world now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
never said so. 

Mr. MORGAN: I thought you did. 

[Hon. A. J. Jone.~. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. membu is not going to put words into 
m:v mouth. I believe every country in the 
\VOrld is a good country. 

The CHAIRMAN: Ord r ! I would ask 
the hon. g·entleman to keep to the question. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I havo 
travelled recently throug·h several countries, 
and I say that Australin probably is as good 
as ·anv other country. \Ye certainly have the 
nahn,-al resources so fa.r as tho iron anJ 
steel industry is concerned. 

I am particularly pleased that the. hon. 
member for Em-nett raised the questiOn of 
th~ purchase of Cockatoo Isl~nd, Yampi 
Sound, because I consider that 1s a s~lend1d 
advertisement for 1he Government. V\ ·e pa1d 
£30.000 in debentures and £3,000 in cash for 
the· option. A prop.er investigation was 
made. 11r. Montgomery, a geologist and 
engineer of high standing in Australia, states 
that Cockatoo Island, Yampi Sound, con· 
tains one of ihe most important iron deposits 
in the world. Some rlay there will be a 
supply of iron ore 'rom there to Gr~at 
Britain, and it will be ono of the leadmg 
iron ore deposits in the wodd. That 1s the 
opinion not only of Mr. Montgomory but 
of other experts. The ore ran be easily 
loaded into boats. The Government secured 
those ore depositz remarkably cheap. When 
nw friend, Mr. Fihelly, 'vas Agent-General 
he cabled out to the Government to know 
if thev would sell as there were people in 
Engla~d who wanted the Yampi Sound iron 
ore deposits. 

Mr. CORSER: Did he say who they wore? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer
tainly; I met those gentlemen myself. 

:Mr. CORZER: You have still got it tied up. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
still own the leases, which are a valuable 
asset to the Government. Only a few days 
ago a reputable firm in Me.lbou:ne wrote eo 
the iYiines Department aslung 1f we would 
give them an option over the Yampi Sound 
leases. We paid £33.000, .and probably there 
has been an expenditure of another £1,000 
in investigation. Thev offered to take an 
option at a prioo of £40,000. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is not much profit 
when you take the imerest on the money 
into consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: No; 
but it shows that it was a good invectment. 
The Cabinet wisely, in my opinion, turned 
the offer down. 

Mr. CoRSER: It is not a bad case, but I 
would not like to rel-: too much on the 
genuineness of the offei:. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is a 
grmuine offer, and certainly the offer in Great 
Britain is genuine. Sc•me day the Yampi 
Sound iron ore deposits will be available for 
the supply of iron ore to Great Britain. Wo 
know that Great Britain years ago ranked 
first in iron and steel production, and that 
now America is leading the way. We know 
that in America they carry their ore thou· 
sands of miles bv sea and rail, and handle 
it two or three times. and the highest per
centage ore in America goes 51 per cent. 
Queensland contains largo fields of iron or;:, 
deposits containing from 69 per cent. to 72 
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per cent. \Ve do not realise the great 
possibilities we have in Australia. 

An OPPOSITION ::>lE}IBER : How are we going 
to advertise Queensland ore if we get it from 
'Western Australia? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: We 
cannot develop >atisfactorily in Australia 
until we establish big industries for which 
we need iron, and we cannot bring people 
here until we establish those big industries. 
Personally, it may be a debatable point 
whether this should be a State industry or 
a private industry. 

The CH~URMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman is wandering away from the vote. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Did you put an alternative 
price on those leases at Yam pi Sound? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: :!\Jo; we 
did not put anv price on them beoause we 
did not want 'to sell them. Thev are a 
valuable asoet to our country. ' 

::>Jr. CLWTO!\: An offer of £40,000 would 
mean a lo" on them. 

The SECRETARY FOR YIIKES: The 
G_ov,ernmcnt have_ not abandoned the possi
bility of estabhshmg Iron and steel works as 
a State concern. 

Mr. l\loRGAN: Am YOu not pleasPd that you 
did not go on with them at the time? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The 
Yampi' Sound ore is a non-silicious ore of high 
value. It IS almost to be described as third
class pig iron rather than an iron ore, and in 
vrdor to get a good production of steel we 
nee cl to have a silicious ore such as is found 
in the Cloncurry district, and a non-silicious 
ore such as is found at Yampi Sound. I 
daim to know something about this industry, 
and I can assure hon. members that the 
Government's option at Yampi Sound is a 
valuable al,.let to the State, and that if we 
wanted to get out of it to-morrow. w~ could 
sell our interest in it at a profit; but I 
hope that the Government will retain this 
valuable as,ot of the State, and that, if we 
do not ourselves establish iron and steel 
works, we shall some clay be a supplier of 
ore to Great Britain and o! her markets. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE ~liNING OPERATIONS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to mo,e-

" That £6,600 b0 grantee! for ' State 
~,fining Operations.'" 

This Yote includes the State batt0ries at 
Bamford, Chwrters Towers, and Kiclston. and 
the Government drilling opc:t·ations. ' The 
r:xpenditure on tho State batteries and drill
ing operations last year was-

Bamford ... 
Charters TowNs 
Kidston 

£ 
349 
873 

1,803 

s. ,z. 
8 4 
0 18 
0 0 

Government drilling 
operations 3,900 0 0 

The total Bxpenditure the,refore was £6 925 
and I just quote those figures to explain 'why 
we are not asking for 80 much this year as 
last year. Moroove_r, we arc not likely to 
spend as much this vear on Government 
drilling operations as fast year, because we 
have completed the drilling at the Styx River 

coalfield and so far we have no intention, 
with the exception of the work on the 
Chillagoe field, of operating our plant on 
any G'overnment fields. The plant. how0ver, 
will be useful in the future in assisting pcoplo 
who wish to test fields, for which, of course, 
they will have to pay. I do not think we 
shall spend very much money this year under 
this head. The State battery at Bamford is 
practically under a caretaker. It was estab
lished during the war for the production of 
molybclenite, and its practical closing down 
i3 clue, of course, to the small production of 
molybclenite. The Charters Towers battery 
shows a small profit. It has be,en of immense 
value to the field, and, if we had not made 
that little purchase of the Venus mill for 
£2,000, many a miner would not have hac! 
the opportunity to get his ore treated. 'I'ne 
Kiclston battery, unfortunately, shows a loss 
of about £1,000, but it has been of wme 
benefit to the district. 

Question put and pa"ed. 

" QUEE!\SLAND GOVER""i\!E!\T MINI!\G JOURNAL." 
The SECRETARY FOR MIKES (I-Ion. 

A. ,T. J ones, Paddington) : I beg to move--
" That £1,912 be granted for 'Queens-

lane! Government Mining Journal.' " 

The vote last ye'lr was £1,843 and we are 
asking for a slight increase this :·ear. Last 
;< c :1r we exceeded the vote by a few pounds. 
I clo not think we arr asking for an excessive 
amount when we only requi,ro £1.912 for our 
" l\:lining Journa.l." It is r-ecognised in other 
countries as a valuable production, and I 
think the sum we are asking- for does not 
represent its value to the mining industry. 
I know of my owr. personal knowledge that 
nur " l\Iining Journal" is regarded in other 
countries as one of the best of its kind, and 
1 must congratulatD the editor on the splendid 
manner in which he conducts it. (Hear, 
hear!) I make that remark without meaning 
to convey any reflection on his prcdecec,;or, 
Mr. Morley, under whom the ''}fining 
Journal" had a splendid reputation-(I-loar, 
hear !)-but I think that it has improved and 
jg eYen brighter and m_oro practjc.al under the 
present editor, 11r. Chester Reynolcls. It has 
<lone splenclicl work, and I am sure that it 
will maintain its reputation, if not improve 
it. 
[11.30 a. m.] 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I endorse the 
remarks of the l\Iinister in ,reference to the 
" Mining Journal." It contains nearly all 
the State geological reports, and is son1e
thing upon which investors in mining can 
rely. I have road the journal ever oince its 
inception, and I consider a good move was 
made by the Govu·nment, of which I think 
the hon. member for Albert was a member, in 
establishing it. It is doing good and useful 
work. It publishes all the wardens' reports, 
and also tries to keep as up-to-date as pos
sible in connection with what is being carried 
on in the different countries of the world. 
With the Minister. I must congratuhte the 
present editor on the "get-up" of the paper. 
It is an improvement on the old style, and 
I am satisfied that the appointment of the 
present editor has been justified. 

Mr. l\10RGAN (.l[urilla). I am very doubt
ful as to whether the information contained 
in the " Mining Journal" is reliable, because 
I have found certn,in information appearing 
in it which was supposed to have come from 

lilr. Mm·gan.] 
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the Minister, and which was renudiated by 
the hon. gentlBman at a later date. This 
paragraph appeared in the " Mining 
Journal'' recently--

" The Government have taken active 
steps to obtain all the information avail. 
able, and. a Public ·works Commission 
was appomted to rBport to the Cabmet 
with regard to railway construction. The 
Commission has since recommended that 
in view of lhe general belief in the 
permanency of the deposits a railway 
should be built forthwith to the now 
field, a,s the Commissioners are of the 
opinion that there will be sufficient ore 
available for transit to warrant construc
tion. To thi3 proposal Mr. JonDs has 
given his cordial approval, and in thrs 
course he was no doubt influenced by 
personal conversations he had with Jl;1r. 
Saint Smith." 

The Minister has already stated that that 
information is absolutely unreliable, and that 
he did not make any statBmont to that effect. 
\Vhen any information appears in the 
" Mining Journal" naturally one thinks that 
the information is reliable. or should be reli
able, as the journal is the official organ of 
I he Mines Department. The "Mining 
,journal" has no right whatever to publish a 
'tatement like the one I have quoted unless 
it emanates from the Minister, and the 
Minister has stated that the information is 
absolutely unreliable. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I did not say 
that. It was based on something I said in 
London. 

Mr. MORGAK: Th£ information appear
iug in the " ]';lining Journal" should be 
authenti-.J when coming from a n1an occupy
ing the important position of Secretary for 
Mines, and it should not be of such a nature 
as to boom a field in an unwarrard.:d \va.y, or 
re in the na,ture of a sensational report. 
All the information contained in the jomnal 
;hould be authemic, and nothing should be 
,aid by the Minister that would be likely 
lo cause a boom and allow the speculator to 
make money as a result. Unfortunately the 
".\1inister does not realise what effect hi' 
remarks have whBn they appear in the 
"Mining Journal" or any other pap~r. His 
remarks in the "Mining Jou·rnal" may 
cause, and have eJready caused-this cannot 
;,., denied-a rise in the price of shares, 
because people in other parts of Australia 
naturally assume that any informntion 
coming from the Minister is reliable. As a 
result of certain remarks by the Minister 
contained in the " Mining Journal," it is 
possible to create an active interest in min
ing shares, and people are sometimf!s let 
down very badly. The speculator and the 
man who wants to boom things have for
tunately been ablo to use the Minister in 
wme way. I do not wish to infer that the 
Minister has in any way made money out 
of it, or that he wa• in any way out to boom 
something which was not worthy of being 
boomed; but it is unfortunate that the hon. 
gentlem.an is so optimistic in connection with 
everythmg he touches. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. membBr must confine himself to the 
vote under discuseion. 

Mr. MORGAN: I was dealing, Mr. 
l'ollock, with reports said to emanate from 
the Minister that have appeared in " The 
Mining Journal." Some of the representa-

[Mr. Morgan. 

tions of the Minister that have been pub
lished in "The Mining Journal" are very 
optimistic, but unfortunately they have been 
proved in timB to be wrong. People have 
been misled by those statements. Once the 
people are bitten they are twice shy. That 
is probably one of the reasons why people 
ar8 not investing money in Queensland 
ent<erprises. They have found that the infor
mation is not reliable. The information 
might have been published for a good pur
pose at the time, but the Minister cannot 
b€' too careful in regard to r''marks alleged 
lo have been made by him that are pub
lished in the "lVlining Journal," or any 
other official organ of the Government, be
cause the people look upon what a 1\1inister 
sB.vs as beiniT absolutely reliable and correct. 
I 'have lmm~n the Minister for many years. 
I know that., when a report reaches his office, 
he believes on reading it over that everyone 
is as honest as himself. He takes that report 
to be correct, has it published, a.nd it pro
bably has the effect of doing Queensland a 
lot of harm. I hope that the hon. gentle
man will take mv remarks in the spirit in 
which they are ~adc, as I do not. wish to 
seB such information as I have read out 
again published in the future. as it was in
correct. The l\1inister said he >ras not 
J'esponsible for the paragraph, yet it is pub
lished in the official organ of tll e depart
ment. In regard to mining, I believe' in 
being a little bit pessimi"tic rather than 
optimistic. I hope that those responsib!P 
for the information that goes into the 
" Mining Journal" will for the future see 
that anv comment bv the Minister that is 
published is autlwntic, so that it cannot 
bo denied by the Minister when it is proved 
to be incorrect. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): There 
is one su"gestion I would like to advance 
in regard"' to the "Mining Journal." Like 
mv friend the hon. member fm· Bowen, for 
a 'number of years I was a close student of 
mining matters, though perhaps Hot so· 
keenly interested in recent years. I suggest 
that the department should find out w):rether
the " Jl;1ining Journal" is accessrble m the 
mining departments of other States. 'l'he 
charge was made in past years _that _it was 
not accessible. I read an art1cle m the 
·~ 1\lining Journal" some ~Tears ago, and I 
subsequently was very keen to gd hold of 
it. It was at the time that the Federal 
Government proposed exercising a control 
over metals. Som0 verv valuable informa
tion from my point of vi'ew was contained in 
iha t article. I went to the Mines Office 
ir:; Melbourne, whore I expected to fi~d the 
"Mining Journal," and I was then drrected 
to two or three subdepartments, and I spent 
two or three hours getting round to the 
place where the files of the publication were 
kept. I then discovered that the file 'con
sisted of a few intermittent numbers thrown 
together anyhow. I suggest that next ~in;te 
a responsible officer of t.he department rs m 
the Southern States he should ask to see the 
file of the " Mining Journal" to see if the 
publication is not only being filerl but kept 
in order in those States. That is of great 
importance to people who desirB a~cess to 
it for various reasons. I am not savmg that 
is the case to-day. The occurrence 'to which 
I refer took place four or five years a.go, and 
the position may be changed to-day. I am 
merely making this reference so that, if the 
difficulty should exist, a change may be 
effected. 
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Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : So far as I can 
-reo, the editor of the "'Queensland Govern
ment Mining .Journal" is making an honest 
attempt to supply authentic information with 
regard to mining throughout the State. I 
find that the jonrnal is greatly appreciated, 
and quite un an1ount of investigation and 
in"Cestments in the industrv of the State is 
based on the reports found in the pages 
Df the " Mining .Journal." \Vith regard to 
the e!TDncous statement referred to by the 
hon. member for Murilla, no doubt it was 
cabled to the Press from London and was 
copied by the editor of the journal. It is 
Yery difficult to know what was said by the 
Minister when he l1ad his spats and top hat 
on-(Laughter)-and no doubt it would be 
difficult for the hon. member i,o explain 
which Df the things he is reported to have 
said are true. We have to differentia to 
between the things which the hon. gentleman 
said when wearing spats and those which he 
says after coming back to Queensland and 
returning to tho fold as a Labour member. 
The editor of the "Queensland :Mining 
Journal" cannot be held responsible for the 
truth of news that is cabled out to us. 

Mr. GLRDSO:'\ (lps~nirh): I am sorry to 
hear members of the Opposition practically 
~ondemning- the " Queensland Government 
l\lining .Journal." 

Jlifr. ELPHIXSTO:-lE: Who condemned the 
"Mining- .Journal" on this side? 

l\Jr. GLRDSO:i": Hon. members opposite. 
The hon. member for Murilla produced " 
report to which he referred during his 
speech. The "Queensland Government 
Mining .Journal" is looked up to in mining 
countries throughout the world, and it is 
sent to quite a number of places. HowevE'r, 
I am not g-oing to deal with that phase of 
the question. As a means of di~seminating
information in connection with mining 
matters throughout the world, the "Queens
land Government Mining .Journal" cannot 
be beaten. I have to commend the editor 
,and those responsible for the information 
that is given, Those people take an 
interest in and make- a studv of 
nnmng. Especially do I commend" their 
work dealing with the safety of mines, 
gas explosions, and various other matt.Jrs. 
The editor goes to no end of trouble to 
get the la test inform a lion from all oyer the 
world, and it is placed in the journal and 
is of great advantage to those studying these 
matters. In additio11, we have our own 
mining reports, and the "Queensland Govern
n1ent Mining Journal" is looked upon as 
being authentic. It gives reports from our 
geologists and those making r0ports on our 
mining fields. Thoso engaged in the work 
of mining are saved hundreds of thousands 
<Jf pounds in connection with the prospecting 
and developing work by having reliable 
reports from geologists and those who report 
Dn fields placed in the journal '>'here they 
are at their disposal. 

For a number Df years-long before I got 
into this Chamber-I have been interested 
in the " Queensland Government I\Iining 
.Journal," and I read it continuallv. I par
ticularly appreciate the articles i'n connec
tion with dust in mines, gas, safety appli
ances for cages, ideas for the saving of life, 
and appliances for the protection of life 
undcrgr.ound timb.er, timbering of shafts: 
and pit-head safety appliances. These 
matters are collected by the Department of 
Mines and by the editor of the journal and 

are placed in the "Quoen.sland G?vernment 
Mining .Journal" for the mformahon of tho 
people of Queensland. The journal is a 
great boon to the people. Notwithstandmg 
anything derogatory that may be said by 
hon. members opposite, I hope that the 
cclitor and those associated with him will 
continue along the lines they have follo'':"ed 
and disseminate this valuable informatiOn 
throughout the world for the information of 
people interested in mining. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoombu): No 
doubt I in some way caused this short dis
cussion on this vDte by the statement I made 
some days ago when dealing with anothee 
subject. At that time I took exceptiOn to 
certain statements made by the Secretary 
for Mines in Queensland, and I gave as an 
instance the report that appeared in the 
"Queensland Government Mining Journal" 
of a statement the hon. gentleman made in 
the old country. It appears to me that 
members of the CDmmittee have the privi
lege of criticising the " Mining .Journal " if 
we so desi1 •. I do not know the editor of 
the "Jl.iining .Journal," but I understand 
that earlier in this debate the Minister 
denied making the statement which appeared 
in the "Mining Journal." At any rate, the 
hon. member for Wan·ego got up and said 
he had seen the remarks which had been 
handed to the Press. What I said in refer
ence to the '"Mining Journal," and also in 
reference tD the Pr >mior and the SecretaL·.,
for MinE's, was that it was someone's duty 
to contradict the statement, and I say quite 
definitely that that statement should not 
haYe appeared in the "Mining .Journal" 
without some comment from the editor. It 
is the duty of the editor of any periodical 
to see that the informatiDn published is 
authentic. and notwithstanding that it was 
an extract from a paper published overseas, 
the editor, in fairness to the Government, 
should have stated that it was not correct. 
He must haYo known that it was not corrc>ct. 
He must haYe known that the Public Works 
Committee has not reported in favDur of a 
railway to Mount Isa. That was my con
tent.ion-tha t Government periodicals \"{ere 
containing statements which in many instances 
were not true, and which were helping to 
bolster up tho Government, and that that 
sta temont was one of them. I say again 
this morning that I do not knDw whether 
the Minister made this statement. or wh"ther 
the "Mining ·world and Engineering Re
cord " assumed that he made it, but what 
I do know is that in the " Queensland 
Government Jlilining .Journal" this appears-

" The Hon. A. J. Jones. M.L.A., 
Minister for Mines, who is now on his 
way back from England, has r"ndered 
the State of Queensland sterling service 
by keeping its name prominently before 
the British people, particularly that 
influential section with money to invest." 

That is rather interesting. Evidently the 
"Mining .Journal" realises that to develop 
this country we must have money. This 
article goes on to say-

" Mr . .Tones's name appeared promi
nently in all the leading technical 
journals, and in every instance it was 
a~sociated with level-headed publicity 
that C{lmmanded valuable spaee in the 
columns of responsible scientific publica
tions." 

I have only seen this one extract, but if 
all the Minister's statements when he was 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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in England were as wide of the truth as 
that is, then I do not think the hon. gentle
man ·did much service to Queensland from 
the point of view of honour. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I cannot allow 
that sta tcmen t to go unchallenged. It is 
tru o that I was questioned by the Press in 
London regarding Mount Isa, and that I 
made certain statements which were founded 
on facts and base·d on the geological reports 
of the trusted officers of the Department of 
Minco. I am sorry that I did not bring 
along a copy of the original statement that 
I gave to the "Mining \Vorld and Engineer
ing· Record" and other n1ining journals in 
London. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member for 
Warrego says he savv it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MH\ES: In re
ferring to Mount Isa I distinctly stated that 
I had never been on the field. I have never 
been to Mount Isa, and, as Secretary for 
Mines, I can only base my opinion on the 
reports of the experts of the department. 
I certain!•.· said that Mount La, in my 
opinion, \vas a promising fi::ld, and that it 
\vould v;,Tarrant the construction of a raih....-ay 

Mr. RoBERTS: We do not find fault with 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR JVII:t\ES: In the 
article the hon. member ql!oi<es from the 
press made a mistake. They gave a list of 
the enterpri,,es which I was controlling·, and 
theY mentioned the State zinc mine. \Ye do 
not' control a State zinc mine, but a State 
ar~cnw m1nc. 

Mr. CoRSER.: Did you say that the Public 
\Yorks Commission recommended a railway? 

The SECRETARY FOR J\HNES: I did 
not. How could I know? I stated that the 
Co1nmission -were reporting on the raihvay. 
I knew that the Government had asked them 
to report on that particular proposition. I 
qualified my statement with regard to :Mount 
Isa by saying that I had never been on the 
field. J\1y opinion as based on the opinion 
of JV1r. Saint Smith. who reported on the 
field, and his report has been yerified by the 
Chief Government Geologist, ~~Ir. Dunstan. 
That is all the Government can do. I must 
coni radict the hon. member for :\lurilla, who 
said that I had made statements which 
boomed the mines and cncourageJ people to 
put their money in them. I was asked b:-· a 
g-entleman, >Yho at one time repr,esented this 
btate in England, whether he should buy 
shrtrcs at £55 each. and I have a letter to 
prove it. I reminded him that I was the 
Secrctarv for l\Iines and could not advise 
him on that particular matter. All I could 
do was io refer to the faYourable report of 
:\1r. Saint Smith. Can anything- be fairer 
ihan that" I cannot run down :Mount Is a. 
I could not cry " stinking fish." neither was 
I going io boom the field. If I am to be 
classed either as a knave or a fool. I would 
rather not be called a fool. I did not know the 
field, and therefore I could not encourage in 
London any unncces'·ary boom. The article 
which is published in the " Queensland 
Government Mining Journal" is substantially 
correct. 

Mr. CORSER: \Vhich part is wrong? 
The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 

part in which it is stated that I 'aid the 
Public ·works Commission had reported 
favourably on the line. That is probably 
a mistake of the press. I have a faint idea 

[Mr. Roberts. 

of readinc; somewhere that the Public \Vorks 
Commission had reported in fa.-ol!l· of the 
lino, but that may be wrong. I have not 
said that, but I did say that the proposition 
at ::'vlount Isa warranted a railwav. That IS 

my m\·n personal opinion, bas~d on the 
report of lYir. Saint Smith. Ho>YeYer, I am 
pleased that the hon. member recognises that 
the editor of the " Queensland Government 
Mining Journal " has done splendid work, 
and 1hat there is no attempt at misrepre
sentation on the part of that journal. 

nlr. ROBERTS (East 1'oo1l·oo11tba): I am 
quite prepared to accept the Minister's state
ment in connection with the reports which 
have appeared. VYe ha.-e heard hon. mem
bers opposite during the debate pointing 
out that Chillagoe has been a loss to the
State, and whilst a glowing tribute is paid 
to the rcroort, nothing is c.aid about the 
financial position. This is ano1 her of those 
extracts which appear in the " Queensland 
Government Mining Journal," and certainly 
Queensland knows something about it. It j, 
stated-

" Some time ago the GoYernment pur
chased the leases of the mines at Chil
lagoe, the railway and works, from a. 
comp:my well known 10 English share
l:olclers. Since they Y>ere under English 
control, with its insufficient capital, a 
complete change has taken place, and 
9hillag-oe is now a hi,-.c of industry giv
mg ernployt'Qent to 1,500 men. To-day 
the to>Ynship has a housing scheme, the 
Y:orks are in contin1.1oUs operation, and 
there is ore in sight for three years. 
This con1pares ~,,"ith rn:;;ry rails, aban
doned houses, and a few care->Yorn look· 
1ng vTomcn.:! \vhose husbands were a\vay 
looking for work. There is now a State 
store in connection with the State iron 
worb, all prm·ided with electricity." 

Thnt is .orother instance of clu··cr journalism 
.1nd \\Titing up in the intercf'ts of mining, 
but i1- giYes quite a wrong impression, 
bc.cnnse '\\C kno"\v that Yenturc has cost 1[1. 

terrific sum of monev, and from what I have 
heard in this Cham-ber during the last few 
days hon. members opposite are not standing 
to that position. 

Question put and passed. 

RAILWAYS. 
GEXERAL ESTABLISH)!EXT. 

Th•, SECRETAHY :FOR HAlLWAYS 
(Hon. J. LarcombP, l1. cppel): I beg to move

" That £96,309 be granted for 'Rail-
>Yay,-General Establishment.' " 

The expenditure last year was £105,550. so 
that the vote shows a decrease of £9,241 as 
compared with the expenditure for last year. 
'The chief reason for the decrease is that 
\vork_crs' cmnpcnsation payn1ents are now 
provided in the branch votes inst-ead of in 
a lump sum for the vote for the " General 
Eshb!ishment." The total appropriation 
required for the department for this year is 
£5,160.386, as compared with an expenditu,re 
last year of £4,988.849, or an increase upon 
the expenditure of last year of £171,537. 
The reasons for this increase ma v be sum
marised as follows-automatic • increases, 
extra staff and assistance to meet increasing 
traffic on new railways, and also extra train 
mileage, additional ballasting, extra bridge 
and fencing gangs, extra stores, fuel and 
electric power, painting bridges and station 
building,, relaying and replacements. The 
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estimaied revenue this year is £6,434,000, or 
an increase, when compared with the revenue 
last year, of approximately £750,000. The 
estimated increase may be accounted for as 
fc,llo·\\·s-ir.crease of traffic, £250,000; allow
ance for expiration of concessions, £150,000; 
increase in rates and fares, £350,000. 

.Mr. G. P. BARNES (TVarwick): The 
remarks of the hon. gentleman and the 
information which he has given in intropuc
ing his Estimates are certainly disappointing. 
I remember that on a previous occasion he 
gave the Committee e, very groat amount of 
information when introducing them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RArL·w.HS: In my reply. 
Mr. G. P. BARKES: Certainly, on this 

occasion he cannot bee accused of giving the 
Committae any informa1ion whatsoever, and 
I think it is due to the Committee. consider
ing the high importance of this department 
to the State, that >re should hav-e more infor· 
ma1 ion than he has given us so far. \Yhen 
vou consider, as the Minister has .already 
~tatcd, that this department had a revenue 
of over £5,000,000 of money last year, and 
that he expects an increase of £750,000 this 
year, it is obvious that practically two-fifths 
of the revenue of the State is produced by 
tho department concerned in this voto. I 
think about five-ninths of the loan indebted
ness of i he State has to do with this depart
ment, and therefore the :Minister, in moving 
the yote, should have gone very much mm:e 
fullv into some of the circumstances >vhich 
5ur;ound and govern the administration of 
his department, not only during the last year, 
but during the whole time they have been 
administered by the present Government. 

Tho CHAIRMA:N': Order! In fairness to 
the hon. gentleman, 1 want to point out that 
I am al!mYing a discuscion on the whole of 
the Hailway Department on this vote. 

::Ylr. G. P. BAR~ES: I thought the lVIin
istor had indicated as much when he men
tioned iho total 'ote concerned. I do not sav 
that the failure in connection with 1 h(s 
department is due solely to the Hailwa~.
Dcpartrncnt ibelf, but a department which 
reflects the wellbeing and the development 
of the country as the Haih, ay Department 
does should be dealt ,,-ith in the fullest pos
sible wav. It is unfortunate that we ha'o 
not rece(,-od the report of the Commissioner 
for Railways, because now we shall have to 
fall hack upon last year's report for our 
facts and figures, although tlwrc was never a 
time when it was more essential to look into 
the workings of the Hailway Department 
than now. 

At 12 noon, 
:Wr. F. A. CoOPER (Brcmcr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, rdice,-ed the 
Chairman in the chair. 

J\lr. G. P. BAHNES: If as a result of 
one year's bad business we found oursch·es 
in the position that we are in, that would be 
one thing; but when a loss is practically 
chronic in the department, it becomes more 
than ever essential io look into the ,-arious 
factors responsible for that loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: There ha Ye 
be.en losses on the railways for forty years, 
wrth one or two exceptions. 

:Mr. G. P. BAR1\ES: In the past they 
were infinitesimal as compared with the losses 
to-day. The accumulated loss to-day is an 
-appalling one. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 
member kr,ows that it is the result of subsi
dising industry, 

Mr. G. P. BAHNES: That the Minister 
should calmly come into the Chamber and 
offer no excuse or explanation with regard 
to this accumulation year after year is a 
thinu that this Committee should not put up 
,,-it!~ I do not state that the Railway 
Department itself is entirely reoponsible for 
the loss that has been sustained, but when 
you put your finger upon the traffic of the 
country, you put your finger upon the 
development of the country. The Minister is 
quite right in his interjection in saying that 
other services are responsible to some extent 
for the loss on the railways. I take it that the 
indiseretions of other departments are partly 
responsib1e, especially in connection with the 
Department of Pnblic Lands, the Depart
ment of Agriculture, and I might .also add, 
the indiscretions on the part of the Treasury, 

I have made up my mind that I will <ay 
nothing in regard to this great department 
"'hich cannot be proved right up to the hilt 
b•· resnlts and by the department's own 
figures. Again, I say it is the policy of the 
Gon•rnmcnt which has act d detrimentally 
on the lbilwa:v Department, and he who 
runs mav road in that direction. The 
Goyernn1~nt \vere no soDner in power than 
they commenced their acquisition of com
modities in addition to imposing a land tax 
and other endless small taxes. All these 
things discouraged the producer. The land 
tax has brought down the nllue of freehold, 
a.nd the fa.rrner's equitv in land became 
reduced. On top of that 'followed the various 
financial institutions who realised that their 
srcuritics were becon1ing less. They in turn 
put their hand on the borrower; cons2-
qucntl:v men were glad to dis,ociatc them
selves from the land, and ha vc done so. 
In 1nany instances securities \Vere realised. 

I maintain that in thcs(; wavs as well as 
in others the Gm·ernment have brought about 
the conditions that obtain to~clav in the 
Railw,r: Department. Later on I sha11 show 
that the position of th railwws is al'·O due 
to the shortsighted polio•: of th.c Administra
tion. Things arc corr1ing home to roost. 
The polic.v of the Government has been 
wrong, and it has reacted in a. serious way 
on our rail·ways. Notwithstanding higher 
freights and that sort of thing, the accumu
lated loss on the railways during th2 last 
right years amounts to £11,504.933. I do 
hope, and I "ant to emphasise it, that the 
)1inistcr will not think for a moment that 
the position of the railwavs to-dav is duo to 
his administration or to the nia.nagement 
hy the Commissioner for R.aihvavs. It is 
due to the general policY of the GoYernmcnt. 
The marvel is that a Government with such 
a policy could survive or retain the con
fidence of their follo>vero and ihe countrv. 
I am snre that, if this party had been In 
power and had come down to this Chamber 
with even such a deficiency on the railways 
as has been shown by this Government for 
one year. they would not have continued 
to hold office. A servile following·, though, 
is ready to concnr in any loss or expenditurP 

Let me state a few broad truths and fa0ts 
Lefore entering more fully on what I have 
already alluded to. The interC'st charge on 
the railways has grown to £2,183,330. The 
capital employed on our raih; ays amounts 
to £50,728,600, as compared with £37,322,930 

Mr. G. P. Barne8.] 
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in the :~;ear 1914-15. The ten years' increase 
in em·mngs is 63.18 per cent. That increase 
represents to a very large extent an increase 
in taxation. In the ten vears expenditure 
has increased by 119.1'7 per· cont. The return 
on capital has gone down almost to nothing, 
as wrll be sepn by the following fi gurcs :-

" PERC'E);TAGE RETURN 

1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

OK CAPITAL. 
£ B. d. 

0 13 9 
1 7 11 
0 9 9 
0 14 2~ 
1 7 10, 

It will be seen that facts like that disclosEl 
how serious and unsatisfactory is the position 
of our railways. If hon. members will study 
Table 5, page 40, of the last report of the 
Commieoioncr for Railways, they will' be 
v·•rv much illuminated. The facts there are 
mo~t startling, and give -evidences Df mis
P10.nagomcnt greater than one could imagine. 
I shall rlcal with the years 1906-07, 1914-15, 
e.nd .1922-23. These figures will reveal the 
true~ position of our railways, ·and hon. 
members will be able to realise just what 
has brought about the present condition. 
These a re the facts-

·-··------~-- ---~------------------

I 190f>-7. 191-1-15. 

Length of line . . . . . ---~~-~7-.U mile' I 
Passengprs carrie-d (exclusive of senson tkkrt r 5,~60,14-! i 

4,888·-15 rnilcs 
13,131,512 

1~--~19~2-n_. ____ _ 

[ G,003·H miles 
15,18+,8-16 

holders) ' I 
570,222 tons 396,670 tons 

£2,120,020 
£8,2!)0,171 
£;),420,-!00 
£4,7\-1,2(1~ 

Tonn.age of live stock 122,748 tons I 
Earnings~ 

Coaehincr traffic £648,811 £1,315,623 
£2,Gl6,:l80 
£3,832,00:3 
£2,401,6/D 
£1,430,3~-! 

Goods traffic £1,180,862 ll 

Total . . £1.8~0,67) 
Working expenses £Dl~,638 ' 

£706,l:i8 
£47,L,8,611 

1·408 

Net earnings . . . . £017,0:35 
£:)5, 464-, 7 70 

4·03:3 
Capital expended, ope)'llincs . . . . . . £21,8'D,081 
Pt"rcentage of net earning-. to capital cxncnclrd 4·Hi0 

on open Jines 
Gross earnin~s per train mile .. 
Cost per train 1nilc . . . . . 
Perrentage of working exp€nscs to (.rros:.:. earn-

ings 

There is an extraordinary state of things. 
Whilst in the first eight years there was a 
gradual and so lid increase there was a de
crease during the latter period. 

The SECRETARY FOR R ULWAYS: You had no 
vmrld war during the earlier period. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. gentleman 
is bound to try to find an excuse. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
solid fact. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES: It is not reflected 
in every direction. It did not cause a 
decrease in passenger traffic. I want to 
dwell upon the significancp o£ the facts 
which have been presented. \Vhcn this 
GoYernn1ent took offico, the tonnag-e of goods 
and minerals carried was 4,400.651 tons, and 
last. yea,· the total traffic was 3,812.310 tons, 
and that on top 0f an increase in the length 
ot lines opened from 4,838 miles to 5,9D5 
miles and an increase in ea pi tal expended of 
cYer £12.000.000. Then vou have to 
remember 'that tho net earnin-gs, ,vhich were 
£1,430,324 in 1914-15, shrank down to 
£706.138 in 1922-23. In other words. while 
the ca.pital expended in connection with the 
railways advanced in round figures by 33 per 
cent., th» net earnings of the railways were 
rreduced bv 50 per cent. Surelv there is 
roon1. under sUch circumstsncCs, for a 
Minister to givo an explanation v·h~n intro
ducing Estimates covering such an enormou3 
amount of money. This has not heen forth
coming. The significant thing again is that 
during the period of eight years preceding 
the advent of this Administration, there was 
a gradually upward movement in all things; 
but the moment the hands of this Govern
ment are felt on the affairs Df this State 
rewlts commence to topple. This Committee 
should demand a very great deal more 
information than has been given so far. 
How t;he Minister is going ta explain away 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 
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the conditions that have ruled during the 
last eight years is more than I can tell. 
The country has not developed under the 
management of the present Government, and, 
while the population has increased very con-_ 
sidorably, and the passenger traffic on the 
ra.ih~Tavs has increased, wo kno\v that pro~ 
duction has been at a standstill. We have 
been practically stagnant. I am referring to 
this now because I wish to emphasise very 
earnestly that there is nc-·d for a very big 
change in the policy -of the Government. In 
other States they are succeeding by different 
mdhods to us to a very large extent. In 
New South Wales the net revenue last year 
was 5.21 per cent., in Victoria 4.40 per 
cent .. in South Australia 4.59 per cont., and 
in '.'rest Australia 3.80 per cent., and in 
Queensland 1.5 per cent. The time has 
arrived when different conditions should 
obtain in the management of our railways. 
It is quite evident that the syotem of poli
tical management of railways is altogether 
at fault, and must be altered. We are shown 
by the evidence I have quoted that the 
railways can be capably managed when re
moved from the political sphere. 

OPPOSITION JliiEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Take the position 
in connection with the trctmways. The Tram
way Trust are to be congratulated, after 
onf~ year's operations, on tho vvonderful 
success which has attended their efforts. I 
find from the report of tho Trust that, 
after paying interest 0n £1,400,000, and pro
Yiding upwards of £40,000 in other direc
tions, they come out with a credit balance 
of £97,000. That is a w0nderful result for 
a year. In :;\! ew South Wales a move is 
being made in connection with placing the 
railways under non-political control. It is 
not half as essential for that move to be 
m a de there as it i-s for us to alter the system 
here. The move being made in New South 
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\Vales is indicated in this Press telegTam 
which came to hand yestcrday-

"An important measure, which will 
have to be passed in the Stde House 
this sc,sion. is a Bill to amend the Go
vernment Railways Act. The :Minister 
for Railways (Yrr. Ball) prepared a Bill 
some time ago, but it is now waiting the 
recomml ndations of the Roval Commis
sion before completing the· draft. The 
expert's report is expected to be in the 
hands of rho Yrinister in the course of 
a week or two. The consensus of opinion 
in political and rn,ilway circles is that 
the Royal Commission will recommend 
that the railways should be placed in 
the hands of a board absolutely free from 
political control, with power to deal 
with its own funds for the development 
of the railways of the State." 

·Tl1ere is an exam plc of people running their 
business successfully. \Ve want to know 
from the Minister whether the Government 
have in their mind any alteration in connec
tion with the railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your Go
vernment passed the present Railway Act. 

Mr. G. P. B~-\R"'ES: There is nothing 
perfect in political life. If our work once 
done is good for ever and there is no need 
for improvement, there is no occasion to 
meet here from year to year. In the process 
of _el'olution things must develop, and it is 
to Improve them that we meet here. 

Take Italy, for instance. Thov have had 
to make a departure there. The"" Annalist" 
an American paper, thus sums up the atti
tude of Italy in respect of these matters-

" The public services, such as rail
roa_ds, telegrapJ:s, telephones and post, 
whiCh all had b1g deficits under Govern
me':'t control, are shortly to be de
natwna!Ised and handed over to private 
entoi']Jrise. In the meantime, until this 
can be done. the railwavs have been 
pl~c~d under the control of a Royal Com
missiOner. He started with a deficit 
(1921-22) of 1,200 million lire and a total 
staff of about 225,000 men. The official 
estimate places the deficit for 1923-24 
at abo!lt 250,000 lire, or a saving of 
approXImatelv 1,000 million lire over :wo 
years, while" the personnel had been 
reduced by 48,000 men without any 
detriment to the railroad service." 

Then tho article goes on to show that, 
although that change has taken place, em
ployment has not suffered-

" Unemployment has also declinGd, 
the most trnstworthv estimate of the 
number out of work" at the end of 1923 
being 180.000, and this, too, in spite of 
the heavy re,trictions on emigration." 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him by the Standing Orders. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): This is a verv 
important Estimate. I gathered from the 
remarks of the hon. member for \Varwick 
that he thought that the railwa•"·s should be 
taken out of political control. "Hon. mem
bers on this side would like to know defi
nitely what he means by that. Does he mean 
that our railways should be handed over to 
private enterprise and run in the interests 
of private enterprise? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No. Look at the 
Brisbane Tramway Trust. 

1924-4 G 

Mr. GLEDSON: The desire of hon. mem.' 
bers opposite should be explained. Is the 
idea that the railwavs should be handed over 
to and run on a ,.commercial basis b1 a 
separate commission or trust appointed by 
the Government? Let us know what thev 
ha''" in 1 heir minds. If that is so, the posi
tion would naturally resolve itself into a 
state of things where the people who use the 
rai!ways v, ould pay for the services they 
get. At present they do not, and the country 
bears the loss. If ir is the contention of bon. 
members opposite that the railways should be 
made to pay, and that the producers who 
send their products to market should pay 
enough in freight to carr;,· those goods there, 
we shall know here we stand. The policy 
of this Government has been to endeavour to 
open out the country, and you cannot do 
that with a country of the extent of Queens
land and build railways in the practically 
unsettled districts without running those rail
"\Yays, for some time, at any time, as non
paying concerns. The trouble in Queensland 
is that we have so many miles of railway 
running into districts where there are very 
few people to the square mile that it is 
impossible to make the railways pay unless 
wo charge higher freights. 

I would like to ask the Minister \vhother 
he has any idea of the amount of money 
which the department is paying in overtime. 
I '"'" rold some time ago 1hat an effort was 
being made by the department to obviate the 
neces-ity for paying overtime. I am given 
to ur;derstand, however, that some of the 
men, especially in the rl.lnning service, are 
drnwing very large sums of money in over
time. That should not be. If there is work 
to be done, we should put on additional men 
and thus give them the opportunity to make 
a living, instead of paying overtime and 
giving the men in the s·ervice very high 
wages. I hope the Minister will be able to 
tell us wbat is being paid in overtime, and 
whether an effort is being made to cut it 
down. 

Another matter I would like to bring 
before the Minister is the necessity for pro
viding better railway station accommodation 
at Ipswich. Members of the Committee 
know that £17Q,OOO \\as spent on building 
retaining walls, platforms. and subways to 
enable the people to get from the proposed 
new station on to the street, but the whole 
thing was hung up for want of the station 
buildings. I take it that it is all a question 
of finance-of what is going to pay-and, so 
far as I can, I have worked out on a very 
low basis what it is costing the department 
for the Ol.lt-of-date station we have working 
now. As you know, Mr. Cooper, they keep 
an engine there standing practically all day 
and night, necessitating the services of an 
engine .. driver, a fireman, and a shunter, 

because, as there is only one 
[12.30 p.m.] platform, this engine has to be 

coupled on to every train that 
comes in to shunt it one way or another to 
get it out of the road. That means a con
tinual cost to the department, which I have 
worked out on a very low estimate, and I 
find that fm these three men alone, allowing 
for only one shift-and we know there are 
more shifts than one-the cost is £1,040, and 
the cost of running the engine eight hours a 
day amount to £1,825. ,and the cost incurred 
in overtime, due to delay of trains in having 
to wait on the top of Devil's Gully bridge, 

Mr. Gledson.1 
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during which time passengers can look at 
that beautiful sight while other trains are 
at the Ioswich platform, amounts to £1,000, 
making a total extra cost to the department 
in connection with this engine alone and the 
delays at the station of £3,865 per annum. 
I ask the Minister if it is not po·sible to 
spend so much of the £63,000 which it is 
estim'lted the now building will cost, and 
get some of the unused wagons or old wagons 
that have been discarded by. the railway 
workshops and plac{l them on the new plat
forms and use them as ticket offices. BY 
doing that we might be· able to obviate the 
expense incurred in having tlH' engine that 
I have rderre·d to. A considerable sum has 
been spent in connection with tho erection 
of a new station at Ipswich, and the expense 
tha.t would be saved by my suggestion would 
probably more than pa,- the interest on any 
monev expended on the building of that 
station. I would like the :Minister to go 
into the matter to see if it is not possible to 
make some arrangement for the selling of 
tickPts there. so that the trains can be taken 
t.a that platform and thus obviate the delay 
caused by trains having to wait at the one 
platform. A city of the importance of 
Ipswich has only .ane main platform, and I 
canno1 understand how they have put up 
with it for so long. 

~It. KERR (r/noqgrra): Afte1· nine :~•ears 
of soeialistic rule, I think it can be rightly 
stated that the Railway Department as it 
stands is the Socialists' big blunder, or the 
Socialists' big bungle. 

l\!Ir. HY:\ES: Is the hon. gentleman going 
to advocate handing the rail\Vays over to 
private enterprise'! 

Mr. KERR: I have not said anything 
about that up to the pros 'nt. During the 
administration of the Railway Department 
by this Government, the department ha3 
shown c total loss of nearly £11,500.000, 
IYhich means that there has been accumula
ting a dead loss of an average of £3.490 
per day, or £25,430 per week every day and 
every week fm· !he past nine years, which 
justifiros a :very seri.aus complaint from the 
taxpayers of Queensland. 

\Vc have been very proud of our railway 
system. Queensland's length of railways 
exceeds that of anv other · State in 
Australia, and it h'as served a very 
invaluable purpocc: m opening up va"" 
territories and m making settlement 
conditions more rcasonablp, 1norc comfort
able, and more profitable. Pnor to the 
ach·ent of this Government they were th' livo 
factors in connection v;ith our railways, not
withstanding the statement sometimes made 
t,hat many .af the lines were political jobberies. 
As I proceed I shall show that, although 
there might have been political jobbery, those 
lines are in the fortunate position of being 
able to pay expenses. I am not going to 
take up tho attitude that all extensions 
should be able to pay expenses, because l 
believe that some of the expenses in connec
tion with exten•ions should be borne bv the 
main line. Let me take the section from Mayn-e 
Junction to Dayboro'. That is a section which 
is not paying, yet, when the section was only 
opened from Ma:-ne Junction to Enoggera, 
it was paying handsomely-somewhere be
tween 8 per cent. and 9 per cent. It is only 
right that the thickly-populated part should 
carrv some of the cost of the extension to 
Dayboro.' I believe in treating our railways 

[Mr. Gledson. 

in that manner, but I am firmly of opinion 
that they should be made to pay their way. 
Not only am I satisfied, but eYidently the 
rviinistcr ·when sitting in opposition was 
satisfied that this was the policy that should 
ha :ve boon adopted, for he then had this to 
say-

" If \YO cover 1-vorking cxpcn~<:'s and 
interest on the cost of construction, then 
I think we have done all that can be 
reasonably required of us." 

\Ve arc putting forward the same contention 
to-day as th" Minister put forward in 1914. 
\Ye want the railways to pay the interest· 
charge and running expenses. 

Mr. HYNES: Tell us how to do it. 

Mr. KERR: I will tell the hon. member 
how it has not boon done. 

Mr. I-IYXES: But tell us how to do it. 

JHr. KERR: I shall tell the hon. member 
later of a method whereby something can be 
achieved. 

0PPOS1TIO"l ::\IE)JBERS: Hc'ar. hear 1 

::Yir. KERR: It is all right for hon. mem
bers opposite to say noV\t, ''\Vas it possible 
to do this?" If it was possible in 1914 to 
pay interest and working expens ·s and alw 
pay into the Treasury a surplus, then it is 
pohible to do so again to-day. I am not 
one .af those who say that ,,-c should create 
a "urplus in the department, but we should 
et-cute a sinking fund sufficient to wipe out 
some of the capital expenditure. If such a 
provision is not 111ado and r-·placctncnts have 
g·ot to be made, the utility y,·ill become over
capitalised. If that goes on indcfinitcly, the 
raihva_ys will never have a chance to recover. 
The policy of drift has been permitted to 
creep in, and the raihvays have drifted so 
far that tho situation is becoming dc,,peratc 
and w·ill require concentrated and definit<e 
attention. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: The country is not 
developing with the railways. 

Mr. KERR: That is so. I listened atten
tive!.v to the speech of the hon. member 
for \Varwick and that was one of his points. 

Mr. HYNES: That is owing to the operation 
of the middleman. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: That is something new since 
the adv<'nt of the Labour part:: to power, 
because that position never existed before. 
The hon. member for \Varwick made the 
statement that our railways-particularly 
the new lines-had outpaced the growth of 
our traffic. That is one of the reasons whj 
the railwayg to-day are not paying. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.l.YS: Yes, and 
you know the Opposition have asked for 
more railwa.ys. 

Mr. KERR: We ask for a lot of things. 
The people are always asking for something, 
and wo have to make representations on their 
behalf. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
a consistent ·attitude. 

Mr. KERR: As the representative,• of the 
districts we have tc make repreoentations on 
any request that is brought before us. 

The whole railwav svstcm to-dav is 
undoubtedly over-capit;,lised. The new lines, 
or most of them, are in a worse position 
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than the oldm lines, for the simple reason 
that the costs have been greater. The wages 
of the construction workers. the interest on 
loans, and the cost of materials of new lines 
are all higher than they were on the older 
linos. while in som<> cases the couf'try through 
which the new lines pass was not quite 
as good as the country which the older 
lines traYersc. 'When we talk of over
c:u.pitalisation '" e must re1nember that 
"pproximately 60 per cent. of our public debt 
is represented in the capital expenditure on 
the ·railways. \Vhat has boon happening with 
regard to the over-capitalisation nnclcr the 
old system, and th£ high<'r interest brought 
a bout by the renewals of tho old loans? This 
has to be carried by the Raih; ay Department. 
'.Yhcn '01TI" o£ th, ra-ilway& we1·e built WP 

\VCrf~ boProwing n1oncy at 'anything fron1 3~ 
tn 4 per cent. Those loans ha vc to be 
rPnowed to-day at something like 6 per cent. 
to 7 per cont. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYR: The Labour 
Government are not roFponsible for that. 

:Vlr. KERR: I 'lo not suggest tlwy are, but 
they arc putting us into such a position that 
it will be difficult indeed to get out. The 
are taking no action after being nine years in 
power. T.hey are follnwing a polic,v of COJJ-

1 inual drift. There has been a c mtinual 
drift for nine yeaL-. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAII,\VAYR: There have 
been d{•ftcits nearly every year for forty 
years. 

M·r. KERR: The hon. gentleman is not 
right in that .otatcmont. 

The SECRETAllY FOil RAILWAYS: Oh, yes I 
am. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentleman is not 
right in that statement, and I will prove 
!hat he is not right 

lVIr. HYNE:S: Don't vou know that raihYa'' 
construction has to precede land sell lament. · 

Mr. KERR: Tn·• Secretary for RaihYays 
has m.ado an erroneous statc1ncnt. 

The SEcllETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I h:;yc the 
figures here. 

Mr. KERR: Take the comparison of per
centage returns on capital invested. 

The S;:cnETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: Take the 
charge on revc-nHo since 1883. 

Mr. KERR: Let me take this point. The 
hon. gentleman said the drift has occurred 
for forty years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes with 
':ery few exceptions. ' 

Mr. KERR: Let me quote those figures-

CoMPARISON OF PERCENTAGE RETUR)[S O)[ 
CAPITAL INVESTED. 

£ 8. d. 
1907-08 3 10 4 
1908-09 3 7 6 
1909-10 3 5 9 
1910-11 3 18 10 
1911-12 3 911 
1912-13 3 8 6 
1913-14 311 9 
1914-15 3 13 9 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your argu
ment is erroneous. ·what yon want is the 
charge on revenue. ' 

Mr. KRRR: I shall give the hon. gentle
man what he wants later. Since this Govern
ment came into power they ha ,-e not reached. 
the figure of £3 13s. 9d p··r cPnt. The 
average since then has been £1 6s. 10~d. per 
cent. That is the return on capital invested 
as against £3 10s. 9~d. per cent. for the nine 
years preYiou"ly. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR RAILW\1S: \\';()J few 
cxcrntions there have been ddicits for forty 
ycwrs. 

::\lr. KERB : I do not know; I have not the 
comp]Pte list here. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But I have. 

Mr. KERR · I have it somewhere. and will 
take the opportunity later of sho,ving exactly 
how the deficits ,,nd sur!Jitl'i>.s 'tood under 
pn•vious Adrnini>trations. Th<' total d0ficit 
i·' one of the things to be taken into con
bi dcra tion. 

'T'Iw SEcncT.\TIY FOR RAILWAYS: Tlwre were 
cl<>ficit~ onwunting to £10,000,000 before we 
C'lll!O llliO pO\'H'r. 

Mr. '!\ERR: Srn·Pad over what number of 
. CUi';:.'! 

The RECHETARY FOH RAILWAY.:~: T~tko the 
!'l'f<'('tlt of ·{dicit.; to rCY('flHC a:;d voct ·will 
fi1Hl it i.< Yi"r uncicr previou,, Gon·nunents 
than at pn ~~nL 

:VIr. KERR: It is sheer nons0nse for the 
1 '"· le .1an '' talk likn rl:at. What 
l'(·tunJ the Tbat i_, the 
r~~lint. lf tllt' a. l'f'tUl'fl saffi-
CJ[•Id 1o J!JC, t ·1 ::tud ru~uung 
cnargcs ihc 1·ailway~ nre paying. 

FOR HAILWIYS: Th0y were 

:\fr. KERR: 
v.ursc, 
l~lgh1er 1\ a~·eb, gl'eater and blc-

depopulation of 

tlwt the ,\Tini<tor has cettlcd down a 
I would like to hin• that for 

Fight years d(•ficit ln the 
lkpartm•'JJt was £236,102. That is 
hon. gcrdlcn1an ib ta:ki:Jg about

agtuw:it rorenue. 

The PFCRET.\RY FOR RAJI.w·,ys: The hon. 
nl01ubor is a!J·oluLiy "\Vroug. 

Mr. KERR: Ld me make 
again. 1 have taken out tlw 
lCYcnue for th0 previous eight 
amoumcd to £266.102. 

statement 
a(rainst 

years~ ~rhich 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
wrong. 

Mr. KERR : I veiJture to sa v that my 
:Ggures arc correct. ~ 

Hon. JYL J. KIRWA:-i: Do the sum over 
again. 

Mr. KERR: There is no nccessitv for 
me to do it over again. · 

The SECllETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I spoke of 
a forty-years' period. 

Mr. KERR: 
for forty years. 

At 12.45 p.m., 

You said mostly Pvery year 
You are quibbling again. 

The CHAJR)JA)[ resumed the chair. 

Mr. KERR : · ·when the Government came 
into power in 1914-15, they started with a 
surplus of £48,651. That is to say, when 

Mr. ]{err.] 
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they came into power the railwa}S showed 
a surplus of that amount, but for the last 
nine years the railway def1c1t totals 
£11,467.484. That is an appalling position 
which cannot be continued. The Assistant 
Home Sccretarv recognised the position 
when he made the statement that h10 could 
sa vo the Sta to thousands of pounds in con
nection with the railways. He has not saved 
a bean but he has been a member of the 
Govcrn~cnt that have increased eosts. The 
·hon. gentleman interjected a little while 
ago, " 'What would you do !n reg-ard to this 
matter?" The onlv wav to hg-hten the burden 
of the people of 'Queensland is to get the 
-greatest possible result from the compara
tively deserted lands alongside our present 
railways. I may be asked where these lands 
arc. I have travelled through nNrly ever) 
part of Qtwensland. and I make the state
ment that a lot of the land that onr railways 
rass through is deserted land. I want to 
know if the Government have given full con
sideration to the question of utilising the 
land along existing railways. If !hey have, 
why has the Commissioner for Railwa:cs in 
Queensland got this to say-

" .From a national st.an5.point, and 
looking to the future, the opening up of 
countrv for closer settlement bv ne,.- rail
ways Is desirable, but from ·the stand
point of the present management therf' 
can be no doubt that the construction of 
new lines has outpaced the growth of 
traffic; consequently the railways are 
over-capitalised for the amount of busi
ness done, a:;; the rCYCTilW h·orn in{'rcased 
tonnage falls far short of paying the 
additional int0rest. \\'hat we require to 
make the railways pay is a greater 
traffic along existing lines." 

"'This Government immediately should appoint 
a Commission to ascertain the area of unused 
lands alongside our railways, and n !so the 
be;t possible use to which those lands could 
bo put. If that is done, it may save this 
State millions of pounds. 1t is no good 
.quibbling and trying to got over it b:· sayin:~ 
that the railways al'C run to open up the 
country and to ben('fit ag-ricn ltm·c·. I shall 
show pr('sontly that the railwa: are not 
having the resnlt that it was sought to 
achi('VP. Let rno also 1ncntion v·hat thr~ Corn~ 
missioner for Railways of Victoria says on 
this question-

"On our tours of insnection we have 
been impressed" b:c the o'canty settlement 
and the absence of cultivation in various 
areas serYcd by tho ra,ilways; and \vhile 
new lines may be found necessary for 
opening up special localitif's, it is beyond 
all doubt that the utilisation to the fullest 
e:v.tent of areas in proximity to existing 
railwavs could not fail to be verv bene
ficial not only to the railway servrco, but 
also to the State and the communitv 
at large." ~ 

·'Then the Commissioner for Railways of 
South Australia has this to say-

" In the United States of America 
it is accepted as an axiom that territory 
that does not boast more than 300 inhabi
tants per mile of line does not invite 
railway construction unless it has excep
tional possibilities in the way of freight 

, The average number of inhabi
tants in South Australia per mile of line 
open is 204. , . . It will be seen what 
a difficult problem is constantly faced by 
the management of the railways in 

[.Mr. Kerr. 

endeavouring to make lines of develop
ment in any way remunerative." 

There we have the position .in a nntshell. 
The Secretary for Rail" ays has made the 
statement that it should not be treated as an 
ordinary business, but more from the point 
of view of getting land settlement and agn
cultural development. He states that be 
prefers to put a burden on the great land 
monopolists and wealthy companies. Surely 
the Government. when they make these state
ments. have at last rccogniccd that their 
policy is a mistaken ono! Surely that has 
been brought home to them by the fact 
!hat thev have had to reverse their action 
in regar·d to retroopoctive rents which the,v 
put on the great land monopolists! If they 
do not know that, the Premier and the Secr'l
tarv for Public Lands have misled the 
c-ountry. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
:vfr. KERR: It is a question of policy on 

the part of the Minister. The Minister sa:;s 
that h prefers to put the taxation on the 
land monopolists and wealthy companies in 
Queensland. It is time that we asked that 
something further should be done in con
n"ction with our railways so that they may 
pay their way. The railways -have not 
served their purpose in regar-d to opening up 
the country. 

::Yir. COLLINS: Tell us how to make them 
pay. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member has evi
dently boon asleep in that regard. 

Mr. HYNES: Do you suggest increasing 
freights and fares? 

Mr. KERR: I have not made any such 
suggestion. The Minister says that in 1922 
certain concessions were madc-I think up 
to 20 per cont.-in respect of freight and 
stnck, dairy products, etc. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A big con
ce~sion. 

::\lr. KERR: We are short in the Railwa_y 
Department this year by over a million and 
a-half, and according to the report of the 
Commissioner for Railways, that concession 
only amounted to £161,610. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Last year? 
:Mr. KERR: No, I have not seen the repoct 

for last year; it has not yet been pub
lished. This is the report for 1922-23. It 
was stated at that time bv the Minister 
that the department was helping agriculture, 
yet we find that the coneessions given oniy 
amounted to £161.610, while we were on 
the wrong side of the ledger by over a 
million. 'Tho rebatos allowed to the Mount 
:vforgan Company only amounted to £45,000. 
We are not looking for paltry sums, or 
concessions to the extent of £100,000, but 
we are looking at the fact that we are 
£1,500,000 to the bad. The policy of the 
Government ought to be changed. Take the 
matter of population, for instance. The 
figures with regard to population in Queens
land are-

1'0PLT,ATION. 

I Census. 
1

1 Censns. Incrcn.;;e 
3rd April, 4th April, 1'er Cent. 

____ . __ 1 __ 1_01_1_._
1 
__ 1_9_2_1_. -l----

1 

Cities 
Towns 
Shires I 

141,565 
90.518 

368.292 

214,076 
125,344 
423.857 

51·2 
?.8·5 
15·1 
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This indicates that the policy of the Govern· 
ment is not right, and that it has had the 
effect of bringing people from the country 
into the cities. I would take an opportunity 
later on of showing the incr·ease in the fares. 
It has been definitely stated that the fares 
in Queensland are lower than they are in 
other States, but that is not borne ant by 
'tatistics. The population has increased by 
15 per cent., yet, although we have over 
1.000 additional miles of railway we are 
rloing less business than in 1914-15. The ton· 
nage carried last year was less than in 1914-
15. The average revenue from the carriage 
of goods and live stock in 1914-15 was 10s. ld. 
per ton, and the aY·· rage revenue in 1922-23 
was 15s. Sd. per ton, or an increase of 5s. 7d. 
per ton. Add to those figures the recent 
increase in freights, and you will find that 
the total increase in th freight for live 
stock since 1914 is about 67 per cent. I 
venture to say that in no other State in 
Amtralia lt":s the Railway Department 
mcreased frmghts to that extent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The average 
increase has been lower than that in any 
other State. 

Mr. KERR: The fact is that the freights 
are still higher than in any of the other 
Stales. Let us take the figures for lOO miles 
for the highest class freight-

s. d. 
::\few South Wales 76 8 
Victoria 63 3 
Queensland 89 4 
South Australia 77 3 
Wee, tern Australia 77 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Take the 
rates up to 200 miles. 

Mr. KERR: You must take the average. 
You cannot take one detail here and one 
there 

Then let us look at freights on aiTricul
tural produce. The average increase b:twoen 
1914-15 and 1922-23 amounted to 53 per cent., 
and, ac1dr~g the r~cent increase of 7~ per 
cent., the mcrease rs well over 60 per cent. 
greal er than m 1914. A consideration of 
the earnings per train mile will bear out 
what I ~ay. In 1914 the gross earnings per 
tr~m m1lc: were ~s. 4~d., and in 1922-23, 9s. 
ll4d.-wh1Ch confirms mv estimate that the 
increase up till last y<Oa"r was 55 per cent., 
and that the recent increase brings the total 
mcrease srnce 1914 to nearly 65 per cent. I 
Yenture to say that the time has arrived 
when there has got to be a stocktakin IT on 
our. _Que~·nsland railways. We say "'that 
pol~t~cal .mterference has got them into the 
positron m whrch they are to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are not 
talking of your own party's experience? 

Mr. KERR: Prior to this Government 
coming into pow<Or the railways were a credit 
to the State. Even our present Premier 
admitted that. Queensland was not like 
N"w South ·wales, where their railways all 
ran down to a central port. Ours went to 
the natural seaport dir.cct. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has 
exhausted the time allowed to him by the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): I do not think the 
Government have anything to apologise for 
in their railway policy. I have listened to 
hon. members on the other side criticising 

it, but I want to say that that policy has 
resulted in placing 1,000 new settlers on the 
land in North Queensland in six months. I 
accompanied the Cclotex party recently in 
the Queensland railways as far as Towns 
Yille, and those gentlemen were loud in their 
praises of the Queensland railway system. 
Thev were astonished to find that in a State 
like" Queensland there was the largest rail
wa v svstcm in the world in proportion to· 
popul,;:tion. Before we came into power, 
lYiackay received no consideration whatever 
from .a railway point of vie>~'. I had tho 
pleasure recently of taking the member for· 
Hobart over the northern system of railways, 
and he "as loud in his praises, not only oi 
the way in which he was treated, but also 
of the 1~ailway system and the length of rail
way which this Government had deYeloped. 

[2 p.m.] 
Observant visitors from ov81·seas and from 

tl1e other States, when travelling on the 
Queensland railways, have always been 
struck with the big problems that confront a 
Government running a Sta to like Queensland 
from the point of view of the length of the 
liiies and the sparse population. Ever since 
l have been in this Chamber, I haYe noticed 
that when thc'e Estimates are under con
sideration the Opposition were never fair 
enough to allow those matters to be taken 
into consideration. Evervone realises that 
it is grossly unfair whim discussing the 
administration of Queensland rail ways to 
compare the administration of our railway 
S\ stem with the administration of the rail
>vay system in New South \\Calcs or Victoria, 
\\here they have not the same problems to 
face. I particularly mentioned these gentle
men connected with the Celotex Commission, 
because those gentleman have h·avelled all 
over the world and have probably done con
siderable railway travelling, but immedi
ately th<~y reach Queensland and get to th<7 
North they realise the big railway develop· 
ment polrcy of this Goyernment and the difii
cultios with which they are confronted. 'They 
stressed the fact that the attention and con
venience·,, that they enjoyed when travelling 
on the railways of Queensland compared 
favourably with those on any railways on 
which they had travellec1. Mr. G1·ant-who 
io the member for Hobart in the Tasmanian 
Parliament and who is not a Labour member 
-->'.as persuaded by me to take the rail way 
.i ourncy to the North, and on hi.s return to 
Hobart he was so impressed that he wrote 
a special letter of thanks to the general 
manager of the North Queensland railways 
rrt Townsville, thanking him for his courtesy 
and attention, and pointing out that he was 
satisfied that Queensland must advance 
under the policy of this Government. These 
are matters that should be circulated. and 
the Oppositio!J in their criticism of the 
Hailway Department should, in all fairness. 
tuke these facts into consideration. 

I am very pleased to have this opportunity 
of thanking the Secretary for Railways on 
behalf of the people of North Queensland 
for his continued advocacy. which has re
sulted in the linking up of the Northern and 
Southern railwav svstems. Hon. members. 
will be pleased to know that the final link 
has been made, and now it is only a mattm· 
of waiting for the construction of the Darraji 
bridge. So far as the laying of the line is 
concerned, the North is linked with the 
South, and, as the member for Herbert, I 
pay a special tribute to the Secretary for 

Mr. Pease.] 
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Railwa0 for his advocacv in this connec
tion. I kuow that in 1921"_ when there was 
a monetary stringcnDy. raihvay construction 
had to shut down, but I was fortunate 
enought to persuade the Minist0r to go 
:-Jorth and see the possibi!itic•s o' that part 
of the State, ar.d I know th,a it ,-,as owing 
to his advocacy that the line was continued 
and completed. I do not want to be 
parochial because I represent a northern 
electorate and say that the Korth alone is 
going to benefit. The whole of Queensland 
i<:-~ going to benefit by this connection, and, 
ha cl the Governments of the ! ast, who were 
not faced with f1nancial diffiCultv ap.j could 
have f!Ot mr.r:ey at -~.. rcasor~!l..blo rate of 
intel'est, dorw their Juty to t:hf'· people of 
Quecn:-;laud; that line lirtki:·g 'he :t~orth with 
tho South ''on le! h<t vc b~~en t-..uilt tvvonty 
;::ars ago and the railways would have paid. 
·the Gov0rnrnents in those davs were not 
confronted with the problems that '.\c havp 
ha.d to face. The present Government de
serve the greatest credit for facing this 
problem of li!lking up the North with the 
South. which Ya> cost some mi]JJUls of 
pounds borrowed at a heayy rate of interest. 
I am quite satisfied that that monev will be 
repaici. I take this opportunitv of convel·
ing 1ny thanks to tile Prcn!icr, w'ho has tak8n 
a very active part in the construction of this 
line. He has been a big factor in construct
mg this l_me. The people in North Queens
land reahse that the finding of some millions 
of pounds-which this line has cost-was a 
hard task under present conditions. I know 
when the Premier goes North in December 
of this year-when I understand th<> official 
epenir1g of the railway through to Cairns will 
take place-he will be told by tho people 
what I am sa;nng now, and that i that 
the people in those districts realise that the 
Government have done their dutv. The 
people of the Xorth realise that the 'Govern
nwnt have done their duty, not onl.v to them 
but to the people of the whole of Queens
land, and they havo done their duty as busi
ne~s men would do in connection with tho 
ratlways, because until that link from Xorth 
to South was completed the railwavs conld 
not pay .. I an: sati•,,fied that the coiDplction 
o~ that lmk wtll practically add a new pro
vmce to Queensland. 

The _hon. member fo·r \Y arwick talked 
<1bout 1_ncreased taxation. I am going to 
show lnm and other hon. members in this 
Chamber that th<· completion of th;s line 
has already reduced taxation to a class whom 
the Government are not supposed to be cater
mg for. About 100.000 bales of wool passed 
through TownsYillc last year for Snnt horn 
de~tm_atw~s. Ov:1f.lg to the rompll'tion of 
th1s lml~ m the Tdllwa.y sy-tcm thP hipning 
compan1cs hayo rf··rltH'('d Jho fn·u:rht on a 
~ale of wool from 'l'ownsville to B1·isbone bv 
jS. 6d. a bale, and that reduction represents 
£17,500 to t.ho "·ool producPrs of Korth 
Queensland. That is a factor th<1t me ,,bers 
of the. Opposition ought to t<1 kc into con
sJderatwn. The rolicy of the GoY<'rnment 
has made that reduction possihlc. I question 
whether the wool producOI's of Korth OtH'ens
'land pa;y £17,500 in taxation annual.lv. If 
they ~o pay that amount,. th0y ha vc got it 
b_ack ''.: a reduc~wn m frctght. and possibly 
tm:e wll_l result m a further reduction on the 
fre1ght m wool. 

Take the people. who have b•en travelling 
North and South m the past ~ Look at the 
amount of money they have had to pay in 
steamer fares ! 'I'hey could not obtain return 
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passages, but immediately the railways came 
into competition with them the shipping com
panies reduced thei·r freights very consider
ably. That again is a reduction in taxation. 
Hon. members opposite should take all these 
factors into consideration when thev criticise 
the policy of the Government in rcgiud to the 
de.-elopment of our railways. 

I also want to sliow what the completion 
of the link between the two systems meant 
i" the finding of markets for Southern pro
ducts. T·ruck loads of butter from Gympie 
ond Gladstone are arriving by railway in 
'1'0\Ynsville to-day. Before the link was com
pleted that butter could not be sent to Bris
bane, and then rcconsigned to 'l'ownsville 
by steamer. In many places in North 
Queensland, when the Atherton Dairy Com
pany could not ke•?p pace with tho consump
tion of butter, additional stocks were secured 
from the Southern States. The dairying 
people in the Gympie and Gladstone districts 
have now a now market for their products. 
Quite recently train-loads of potatoes came 
by rail to Townsdlle from Murgon. Pre
viously potatoe' were imported from Victoria 
and New South \Vales. T·ruck loads of fruit 
also arrive at Tm.rlsYille from Stanthorpf>. 
Tt was not profitable for the fruitgrowers in 
that centre to send their produce to Towns
' illc by steamer, as the cost of handling and 
freight and the delay in transit was too 
grca t. To-day hundreds of pounds worth of 
fruit arrive in Townsville two or three times 
a week to be consumed bv the people in the 
North. · 

Again, members of the ·Opposition have 
talked about the Government not "cttling the 
people on the lal,d. Three years ago the 
i,·act of country between Cardwoll and Innis
fail was practically deserted. To-dey the·re 
are thousands of people up there. It would 
be no exaggeration for n1c to sa.y that there 
nre certainly 1,000 settlers between lnnisfail 
and Ingham, and that they wore not there 
until the people realised what the comtruc
tion of the railwaY would mean to thorn. 
'I'hB Tully River sugar-mill is going to bo of 
''crvice to 1_000 people in that ftrea next c"C',H. 
That wonld not be possible if it were not 
for the policy of railway development of the 
Gov-ernn1cnt. 

'I'ake the condition of the people in the 
2'\orth. The averuge working people could 
not afford to pay the steamer fares demanded 
to come South Now, owing to the policy of 
tho Government of giving cbcap excursion 
fares at such holidav sea~ons as Christmas 
and Easter, the working people of North 
Queensland arc able to bt;ing their wives and 
families to the metropolitan areas. The 
metropolitan people, and the firm of which 
the hon. member for \Varwick is a member, 
are going to reap a good deal of benefit by 
ihose people coming- down here. A good dE'al 
of shopping is clone by parcel post by the 
people of North Queensland. Before railwa:.' 
communication was established a good deal 
r;f that tra.de wont to Victoria and ::'\ew 
South \Vales. I now find that a good deal 
of that parcel post trade comes to Brisbane. 

What I want to try and get this Commit
tee to understand is that not only North 
Queensland is going to benefit by this action, 
but the whole of QueenBiand is going to 
benefit. I am quite satisfied that the benefits 
will be very appreciably shown in the report 
of the Commissioner for Railways next year. 
There is another factor-perhaps more 
important to the primary producer, to whose 
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inter.ests the Country party are supposed to 
attend--

Mr. CcRSER: \Ve do attend to them. 

Mr. PEASE: They do not. Through the 
action of the Government in pushing on with 
this lin.P, we have received 25,000 tons of 
sugar-cam' at the Giru mill, in the Tully 
area, which would have been scrapped with
out that line. Right through the piece that 
sort of thing has been happening; so that, 
even though the burden of railway construc
tion is fairly high, the added benefits which 
the producers and the peopl·e receive from 
the policy of the Government ..tre more than 
twice the amount of that cost. 

I had the pleasure of introducing a depu
tation to the Premier last week in connection 
with a railway from Boogan to Mourilyan, 
which has been approved by the Public Works 
Commissiou, and which will link Mourilyan 
with Innisfail. The amount involved is 
something like £100,000 and the Premier 
pointed out that it was not possible to carry 
out the work this financial year. Some people 
may consider that the people in the North 
should be satisfied, considering that some 
millions of pounds have been spent to link 
them with the south; but this Boogan pro
posal is to make a port which would be of 
consi-derable benefit to a big tract of country 
which will be opened up for settlement and 
would malm the propo··ition a payable one. 

I do not think I can do better, in conclu
sion, than to mention a wire which I received 
from one o£ the shire councillors at Card
well, which represents an area in which the 
new Tully sugar-mill is siluated. He ,,aid 
that for owr fifty years the people of the 
district had waited for the consummation of 
this railway line, and that, thanks to the 
Theodorc Administration, they had at last 
~chiovccl their desir·e. I am very pleased 
mdf'ed to have the opportunity of expressing, 
on hehalf of the people of North Queensland. 
their thanks to this Government for carrying 
the !me to a successful conclusion, in spite 
of the immense difficulties with which they 
have had to contend. 

:Mr. CORSER (Burnett): It is verv pleas
ing to hear that some of the railwavs of the 
State have been completed. vVe must remem
her that for the last five or six years the 
Governm_ent have had an opportunity of 
formulahng a scheme for the opening up of 
tbe 'Cpper Burnett couniry, which has 
resulted in three railways to Monto being 
passed. One is from Rannes, one from l'..fany 
Peaks, and one from :Mundubbera and they 
are to join at :Monto, in the Upp~r Burnett. 
Since that time, in pursuance of their policy, 
the Government have established 700 settlers 
in that district with the intention of opening 
thousands of farms. These settlers have now 
been in the locality for some months . .and it 
must be a drawback-it has certainly damped 
thei" ardour-that tbe Government have 
curtailed the building of the railwavs. The 
settlers in the Callide and Burnett a~·ea view 
with consternation the fact that the Govern
ment have withdrawn manv labourers from 
the Rannes-Mundubbera-Mimy Peaks rail
ways, Many of those who are settled 40 or 50 
miles from the railway are absolutely depen
dent on railwav connection. Some of them 
!"re at the precont time preparing for harvest
mg crops, and others have crops growing with 
the prospect of a dairy season. It cost them 
over £4 per tDn to deliver their cotton to 
rail head, and unless there is a very much 

more live po !icy of rail way construction 
followed, this is going to continue for a very 
considNable time. It was stated by the 
Secretary for Railways, when opening the 
first section of this railway, that at least the 
Mundubbera-Monto Railway would be gone 
on with. It is being gone on with, but the 
unfortunate part is that it seems to be the 
desire of the department to construct these 
r.ailways at a very slow rate, and, unfortu
nately, though two years ago I made a 
request to the Railway Department for the 
construction of the bridge across the Burnett 
at Ccratodus to be included in the first 
section of tbe railway above Eidsvold, it was 
decided by the department to make it the 
1hst link of the second section of the railway. 
An amount of work was held up because this 
riv0r crossing was not includ<J·d in the first 
section, and this has curtailed the possibility 
of a<:lYancement. 

•rhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They 
oxpre,sed pleasure at my decision to go on 
with the second section. 

Mr. CORSER: They certainly expressed 
n.leasure, but what thev want is an honest 
continuance- of that railway. Construction 
is going on so slowly that you can hardly 
see it owing to the withdrawal of workers. 
There does not seem to be a desire on the 
part of the Railway Department to push 
that railway on to a successful conclusion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That rs an 
unfair statement. 

Mr. CORSER: The settlers feel ihat there 
is not that determined desire on the part of 
the department that there should be to push 
the railway on to Monto, as was supposed 
to be the intention when these people took 
up the land. I must ,-oice an appeal on 
behalf of the-e settlers and on bohalf of 
thos? who are going into the new area to be 
opened in a few months. and I urge the 
Minister to do everything in his power to 
persuade the Cabinet not to keep these rail
\vays hanging on year after f·Car, but to see 
that tbey are connected with iYionto, as they 
told the settlers would be done. The settlers 
are compelled t.o fulfil their agreement~ and 
improve their farms, so the Government 
should first carry out theirs. I do not 
think that is an unfair request to make. and 
the Minister will agree that, if the Gov,ern
mont could find the monev to connect up the 
coastal raailway when thoro was already 
facilities for the conv-eyance of goods along 
the coast, surely io goodness they can find 
thP money to build agricultural railways to 
districts that were settled wholly under a 
Government scheme! Y oars ago they 
claimed that that scheme was rea·dv. Years 
ago they claimed that they were determined 
to carry out that scheme. They have made 
a start, and there are settlers there ; but 
thev have been hampered from every angle 
through want of Government assistance and 
through the Government not carrying out 
their announced rail" av policv in regard to 
the Upper Burnett. R·ailwavs are essential. 
They are essential for the choa per carriage 
of materials for the buildings on the farm, 
for the settlers' homos, and for the building 
of tbe schools. They are es,ential in every 
·direction in the opening up of these Burnett 
and Calli·de lands, and I sincerely trnst the 
Minister will gi,-e us more than words, and 
will see that his promise t,hat the railwav 
would be carried on to Monto is fulfilled. 
not only technically, but practically, and that 

Mr. Corser J 
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the settlers will have confidence in feeling 
that, when they further develop these lands 
and encourage others to come along and 
settle there, this railway will be completed 
to 1Ionto as stated. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (Tanango): I hold with 
the hon. member for Burnett that rail\vays 
should go hand in hand with land settle
ment and education in our State. The Go
,·ernment must admit that their policy has 
been Yery dilatory in connection with the 
construction of railways into new areas. I 
do not mean to say that the Governmcn~ 
hayc not made an effort to construct railways 
fo1· development of the State from an agri
cultural point of view; but unfortunately it 
is often such a long time before railways 
passed by Parliament arc carried out that 
the people who have settled on the land 
in anticipation of the railways being built 
arc in such financial difficulties bv the time 
those railways are constructed they ar,2 noth
ing like the value to them they would have 
been at an earlier stage. I could refer to 
railway proposals which have been discussod 
and passed by Parliament many years ago. 
There is one line in my district which is 
now nearing completion. The people there 
have been living; in the district for many 
years. and a re only now getting the railway 
which was promised to them a long; time ago. 
I maintain that the delay in building rail
wa~·s is not in the best interests of settlement, 
and it is not advisable from a railwa v busi· 
ne~s point of Yicw. ~ 

I agree that a great deal of money spent 
in ='!orth Queensland has been absolutolv 
essential in the interests of development ill 
the :North and in order to open up railway 
communication with the southern portion of 
the State. as it has assisted in making mar
kets accessible to the producers and has 
brought about advantages in many other 
ways from a railway point of view. There 
i~. howr\ C'l', one lnattC'r in south: rn Quecng~ 
land which requires attention and I do not 
think that an hon. member ,;·ould be doing 
his dub- if he did not mention it. \Ve have 
a glnring spectacle of the Government's lack 
of inter 'st in regard to the linking up of the 
·outhorn railways. There is a railway line 
in the Southern 13urnott the terminus of 
which is 14 miles from the Brisbane Valley 
line. I know that tbe hon. member for 
Ipswich will agree with me that this short 
length of railway should bo immediatelv 
constructed by the Government. It is ~ 
most seri~us thing to primary producers, 
more part1cularly m my own district where 
they are growing lucerne on the black soil 
flats of Barker's Crook and have to cart it 
for many miles to th(\ railwav. If the short 
length was constructed betwee;, N anango and 
Yarraman. it would be a great advantage 
to those producers. 

Then there is the connecting link between 
the Bm·nett railway line and the Downs. 
That matter was taken up many years ago 
by the Goyernmcnt. It would only require 
a small expenditure to link up these railways, 
and the Government should take action. 
This linking up would give the producers 
in those areas much greater facilities than 
th"c'y have at the present time. 

I wish to say a few words in connection 
with new lines. There is room for develop
me_nt along thes~ _new lines in the shape of 
;vmgh-bndgcs, s1dmgs, and other things of 
1mportanc~ to s·ettlers. It is one thing to 
have a ra1lway and another thing to bring 
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produce on to it and put it on the trucks 
and send it away miles and miles. and some
tirnh not be able to get any definite informa
tion as to the return from it for a fortnight 
or three weeks at a stretch. I know the 
Minister will use the argument that it is 
impossible to make the railways pay and carry 
out a gTeat expenditure at the same time. 
But I am not using that argument; I neve1· 
hav·e. I do not agree with the argument of 
the Minister that. if you are to make the 
railways pay, you must put up fares and 
freights, bec<wse when you arc running a 
business and the people will not come into 
your shop to buy, if you keep on putting up 
your prices, you gradually pr vent any of 
them coming in at all. That is just what is 
happening in the case of the railways. Motor 
traffic is in many instancps running in com
petition with them and taking away business. 

Mr. WEIR: Aided by good roads. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes. roads built by th<> 
State, although, if the hon. member would 
follow the road oyer the range between 
='! anango and Y arraman, he would find that 
some of it has not been built by anybody. 
I believe that during Show week in Brisbane, 
at least 500 passengers came by motor·C~_Lr 
O\"Or that bad road rather than do the b1g 
journey round by train. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAx: That I· not the 
r0ason. They arc better off now : they can 
afford to travel in motor-cars. 

:\h. ED\YARDS: That j, not tlw reason. 
They would have had to catch the train 
at 5. o'clock at night, as I did last night, and 
arrive in Brisbane next morning at 6 o'clock~ 
and that is too long to come 120 miles to 
Brisbane. If that <onnection \\·ere made, 
there is no doubt that there ,._ ould be an 
increase in fares and freights received by 
the railways in southern Queensland, and 
now that there is so much traffic on the 
Korth Coast Railway, it is more essential 
tha,n ever that that link should be built. 

These are things to which the Minister 
should giYe very careful considc'ration. The 
Minister is not to be envied by any man, 
if he is to do justice to his position. It i~ 
an age of good roads. and whore the good 
roads arc built the Mini5ter must know that 
before very long the whole of the railway 
policy will have to be carefully r •viewed. 
There is no doubt that motor traffic on the 
roads will militate against the g·ood working 
of the railways, and is a factor for very 
careful consideration. Although it may be 
ag-ainst the policy of the Government, I 
think the time has arriYed "·hen the contract 
system of railway construction should be 
tried out against the day-labour system. I 
am satisfied that we would get our railways 
built more cheaply, and that would be in the 
interests of the railways and of the develop
ment of the State. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (A.lbe1·t) : I do not 
propose, during this debate, to quote statis
tics as to the financial position of the rail
ways of the State. That has already been 
ably and fully done. I want to repeat what 
I have said on previous occasions, that in 
my opinion a great deal of the prcs·ent finan
cial difficulties of the railways is due to the 
fact that a considerable amount of political 
influence has been permitted to interfere 
with their management by the Commissio~er 
for Railways, which is contrary to the p~hcy 
which has been laid down that the admm1s-
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tration should be entirely in his hands. If 
that were done, unquostiona bly 

[2.30 p.m.] an improvement in the financial 
position would take place. What 

do we find to--day as a result of that political 
interference and influence? \Ve find that the 
service is certainly not a contented service. 
Discontent appears to prevail in practically 
<>very section of the service. It is an unfor
tunate position, because this is one of the 
utilities in which all those who are employed 
in carrying out the business should co·operate 
one with another. There is no doubt that, if 
this feeling exists, it is not for the benefit of 
the system itself, nor does it promote the 
better financial position that we would like 
to see. I quite admit that, haYing regard to 
the enormous mileage of our railwa v svste1n 
and the fact that railwavs haYc beer; con
structed into districts whi~h are more or lcc·s 
unsettled and undeYelopcd, it naturally 
follows that You cannot obtain such a return 
immodia tcly "after the rail wa v construction 
~s completed as would ?therw!so take place 
1! the constructwn was mto a developed dis· 
trict. Ono of the main objects of railwa.; 
consteuct.1on rn Queensland as to assist in 
the settlement and development of areas 
which could not possibly be settled without 
railway facilities. I have on different ocra· 
sions. when the question of fares and freights 
!1av~: con1e up for disctls;;;ion, stated that, if 
lll the opinion of the Commissioner it is 
nece~sary to increase the freights and fares 
in an endeavour to mako the ;;;;ystern a pav
able preposition, so long as that increase 'is 
applied to every section of the communitv 
who use the raihY-lV svstcm. I could see no 
objection to it; but: unfortunately, so far as 
I can analyse the position to·da:·. the greater 
portwn and the greatest burden of such 
increase has fallen upon the shoulders of the 
primarv producers. That is an unfortunate 
position,_ because they arc a section of the 
commumty who can !Past afford to bear this 
incrcae'Cd bl!rdcn. A greater burden should 
have bc<'n borne b:: those who are better 
o.hle to lwar it. ThP passengers who us(• the 
raJh\·ays should have had to pav a consider
ably greater increase than the~- are called 
upon to pay to.day. 'Take. for 'instance, the 
passengers who are navelling for pleawre. 
The first-class railway fares should have 
been increased to a g1~"ater extent than they 
have lwen, m place ot the increased burden 
bcino: placed upon the primary producers, 
and that would have been more equitable 
than castmg a hoanor burden on the section 
whom I h.ave a!road' named. 

. There is ono mattc·r I would like the :\1in· 
Jster to consider, and it r.efers to another 
increased burden >Yhich has been placed 
upon the shoulders of the primary producer 
I-!on. members ~re aw~re that a iarge quan: 
hty of cream IS ca1T1ed qpon our railwav 
svstem to the different butter factorie~. 
'I'horp has. been an increase in the freight on 
rrean1 owing to the Government's action in 
deciding on an all·round increase of fares 
and freights. For many years assistance >''LS 

g1ven by the department in the wav of an 
additional porter. who travelled ";ith the 
train to give .assistance to the guard in load· 
mg that cream into the wagons. Owin"' t-o 
the passenger traffic at certain stations,"' the 
whole of the onus of loading cream is cast 
upon the owner and consignor of that com
modit:-·. In some instances that means a 
very considerable loss of time. I know Df 
one particular instance-I refer to Bethania 

Junction-where I am prepared to give to 
the Minister individual names if he thinks it 
necessary, whE;re men over seventy years of 
age are required to assist and often load the 
crean1-cans themselves into tho "\Yagons. I 
appeal to the hon. gentleman as to whether 
this is a fair proposition in Yiew of the 
increase which has been made in this particu
lar freight. That is quite outside the loss 
of time that falls upon the producer through 
bein[>: compelled to remain at the station 
until the loading is completed. 

These are all matters which possibly have 
not been brought before the Minister. In 
view of the position I would urge him to 
take such mattC'I's into consideration, as they 
involve an addition to tho actual increase 
which the dairyman is called upon to pay. 

Mr. \VEIR: Ho g·ets a special cut rate. 
Surely you do not want other assistance too? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That cut rate has 
been increased.· 

:VIr. WEIR: Well, it should btl. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am not caYilling 

for t!Je moment at that phase; but is it a 
fair thing that these conditions should obtain 
unlf'ss they are made to apply to f'Yery 
staiion? I am gin2n to un<lnrsta~ld that they 
do not apply to e., ery station. They cannot 
arply, because in n1any instan~cs. the crca1n 
i> lc.aded from the back of a vehicle into a. 
cream shed. and it has to be loaded from 
there into the train by the offieials connected 
with the train. In the particular case that 
has been brought under my noticP the cream 
]s plarPd upun a platform, vvhich is not one 
cf the high platforms, and thfm lifted from 
the pia tform into the \.Yagon. ~"-s I indica tcd, 
in son1e instances Inen over sevcnb· vear.:; of 
age are required to do this bc'catJSC the 
department refuses to provide the nece·•sary 
bbour. The guartl has not sufficient time to 
carry out that du!· :. owing to the large pas
'l'ngcr trafiic. I ask thf' Minister to cause a 
'l eversion to be nw.de to tho sy<;tenl -.,vhereby 
a porter traYellf'd with the train to assist in 
loading goods of that character I know thlLt 
those who bring fruit and timber to the train 
are required to do the loading. I wouhl be 
v. illing to accept. the position if it were 
necessary and made unifor1n at every station 
nnd the department was unable to afford 
tlw assistance which is required. If in certain 
stations the sender of cream is required to 
get that aRsistance or to load his own {'rearn, 
it is inequitable, and, in view of the increase 
of the freights, it 1s only fair io the senders 
of the cream that such a·"··istancc should be 
given in those as V\ ell as other case""'· 

I list<med with H>ry great interest to the 
n'mark' which feli from the hon. rne;uber for 
Herbcrt. I confco'; that. if I had not boon 
a>Yal'e of the facts, I would have como to 
the conclusion that the inception and con
ception of the Great North Coast R;,ilwa;> 
' as due to the Labour Government. Let us 
g-iYo credit to the man who desenes that 
credit. It was the inception and concept10n 
of the late Hon. Dr. Kidston. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! . 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The whole idea was 
suggested by him, and the whole matt':r 
received parliamentary sanction under h1s 
Administration. Funds were provided by 
loans and a considc·rable mileage constructed 
before the Labour party came into power. 
It was a great scheme, and one which no 
doubt, as has been said, will materially assist 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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in the dovelopmf'nt and settlement of that 
fertile portion of the State of Queensland. 
'I'he present Administration have had what 
T call tho honour of continuing that groat 
scheme, and the quicker the scheme is corn· 
pleted the quicker may we expect some 
1eturn. Admittedly in a great scheme like 
that, which is passing through a large area 
of land which in some instances is not even 
settled and in others is only now becoming 
sparsely settled, v, <' cannot expect at first 
to got a return which will make it a payable 
proposition. In the future it will become 
a payable proposition and the boldncns of 
the conception of the late Hon. Dr. Kidston 
and his Administra.tion has been proved by 
t,he evidence given by the hon. member for 
Horbort. The hon. member gave evidenc·) 
as to ihe facilities which m~ now being 
afforded to the people liYing in the northern 
part of the State to those who a·re growing 
produce, by which they are enabled to get to 
a better and an easier market. 

The question of further railway construc
tion is a matter that is very debatable. I 
have come to the conclusion that, in view of 
the deYolopment which has already taken 
place, it would he unwise to undertake 
further railway construction into uns€·itled 
s re as. Apart frorn the necessary construction 
in connection with this great linking up 
schBme, no further extensions should take 
place. If we do undertake further railway 
development, we are simply thrusting upon 
the shoulde-rs of the taxpayers of the State 
burdBns which are not justified. Let the 
schemes which have been initiated and are 
being carried out be completed and porfeeted. 
With that completion and perfectior\ there is 
no doubt a largo amount of devolopmont and 
oettlement will tak8 place, which will afford 
relief and opport:mities for those '"he desire 
to go upon the land-land which I have no 
hesitation in saying ranks amongst some of 
the most fmtile and hest watered in the whole 
a.roa of the State of Queensland. 

There is one other matter that I would 
like tD bring· under the notice of the Minis
ter, and that is what might be termed the 
starving of the scryice. In many instances 
we find that a sufficient appropriation is not 
made to enable the department to carry out 
nccc'-'Ury additions to the ina-dequate accom
modation which exists to-day. In some in
stances accorrnnodation "\tvhich was provided 
bdore there wac any development on a 
particular line is still there. Owing to the 
development that has taken place in con
JWct.iou with passenger traffic, particulari' 
in the South Coast district, we find that the 
accommo-dation is absolutely inadequate, and 
that no conveniences exi ,t that should axist, 
having regard to the passenger traffic and 
the goods traffic. Then, again, we find that 
ad0quatc provision has not been made for 
rolling-stock, and that old faulty rolling
stock is now used. It is very hard to con
demn the department, but to mv mind it is 
a great pity that such old carr:iagcs should 
he used. In some of the first-class passenger 
carriages, wo find that the cushions, owing 
to their_ ago, are torn, and the horse-hair is 
protruding and getting lost. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
directly contrary to the ropDrt of the Com
missioner. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I travelled the other 
day from the border at the south-east corner 
of the State in a first-class railway compart
ment, and there can be no question about 

[Hon. J. (], Appel. 

it being ancient. The paint was all dis
coloured, and large patches of leather had 
disappeared from the cushions. 

:Mr. NoTT: In the carriage I came down 
in yesterday, on the Brisbane V alley li?':• 
the hinge fell off the lavatory door, whwh 
conic\ not be shut. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not blaming 
the Commissioner, because he can only expend 
the money that is proYided. 

T!w SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We provide 
more money for rolling-stock than any 
previous Government. 

I-I ox. J. G. APPEL: Of cams>; but has 
not the revenue increased? Has not the 
mileage increased? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not the 
train rnilor,ge. '\Ve have mor·e powerful 
locomotives. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Take the South Coast 
line. Seven years ago you could arrive at 
the Melbourne Street Station a minute or 
two before the train left and you would find 
any amDunt of accommodation in any car
riao-e vou wanted to travel in; but to-day, 
un!~ss "vou are at the station half an hour 
or thro~-quarters of an hour before the train 
leaves, you practically cannot get ': scat. 
Tlmt is evidence of the increase m the 
passenger traffic. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 
men1 bcr for 'V arwick said our trains 1vere 
en;rpty. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not going to 
speak of any rail\\ay system with :vhich I 
am not acquainted. I am not speakmg m a 
hostile manner. I am urg·ing the Minister 
not to starv·e the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: V{e are 
giying the question of rolling-stock very close 
attention. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
must know that the rolling-stock is_ n-ot 
adequate. The other day an. acc1-~ont 
occurred at J'dayno Junction wh1ch m1~ht 
ha,-c been very serious indeed. Accordmg 
to the reports, the accident was due to_ the 
fact that the whf'?ls irl, the under-carnage 
were not in a proper condition, and the 
flanges were worn to such an extent that they 
would not take the noints. These ar·e all 
matters that members. of the Opposition arc 
not. simply endcayouring to Il_lake capital 
out of, but it is our duty to pornt them out 
to the Minister when his Estimates are before 
the Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: '\Ve are 
rnakinf; an appropriation for rolling-stock 
this financial year. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: What amount has 
the hon. gentleman appropriated for repairs, 
additions. and matters of tha: kmd m the 
South-Eastern district-; of the State? 

The SECRETARY FOR R'.ll.WAYS: vVe are 
appropriatmg about £750,000 for rolling
stock. 
Ho~. J. G. APPEL: I am not ,·efm-ring 

particularly to rolling-stock, but to additions 
and improYoments in regard to !·he accom
modation required at different st":trons. 
The amount of this Yote is absolutely made
quate. 1 admit that it is duo to the ~nancial 
position which the present Adrnimstra twn 
is in, but it is mistaken economy. I urge 
the ban. gentleman to increase the amount 
at present made available, so that the Corr:
missioner for Railways can carry out th1s 
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work. Hon. members have frequently to go 
tc the Commissioner for Railwavs on matters 
affecting their electorate, and it" is invariably 
admitted that repairs and additions are 
urgently required, but we are told that there 
i,; no money available. I know . the Com
wission<'r would be only too pleased to carry 
out additions which arc necessary to meet 
traffic requirements; but if the Minister will 
not make a sufficient appropriation, it is 
impossible for the Commissioner to carry 
ollt the work that should be done. I have 
alway'., found tho Commissioner only too 
willing to meet hon. membPrs whenever it 
is possible for him to do so; he has certainly 
done so in my case. But what are the facts? 
Take Coolangatta, for instance, where there 
is onlv the small accommodation which 'vas 
provided many :·cars ago. Thoro is no 
veranda ovf'l' the pia tform, and in rainy 
weather, before people can get from the 
train into vehicles and roach their deshna
tion, they practically get wet through It 
i·; admitted that a veranda over th-r• plat
form is necessar:-', but the 1\Tinister will not 
make the needful appropriation. People 
arc paying increased railway fares. and the 
haffic has increased so much that it has 
bPcom0 ncces:;ar,\· on Cf'rtain davs to run 
throug-h trains from M clbourne · St;·cct to 
Coolangatta without calling at Sonthport; 
yet 1 h(~l'c is only the old inadequate accon1-
modr,tiun at Coolangatta. It is necessarv 
that some additional conveniences should L~ 
given by the Railway Department to people 
who arc travelling and who are paying 
tncreasPd fares 

1\Ir. VOWLES WalbJt): 'The vote for the 
Ra rlwa~' Department is ono which affects 
m·ery electorate in Queensland. It would 
be a goorl thing for the Government to take 
into consideration the suggost.ions ,vhich 
ha,·e been offered time after time from this 
side in .the direction of altering their rail
way pohcy. The trmo has more than arrived 
when we should have a Commission 
a ppointcd to inquire into the relative merits 
of day labour and contract work in the build
;,ig of n~ilwa_Ys. \Ve h~ve had a Commiesion 
o. Inqurry 111 connectiOn with the :Metro
politan \Vater Supply. and Sewerage Board 
Jn Bnsbanc, and It IS paicnt to overvone 
that a good deal of work was being slummed 
and a good deal of money lost on \~ork which 
·v~ .. -as not l'eproductive. 

. Any member who has had ra.ilwav construc
tron gomg on in his electorate knm~·s that the 
~~me thinP's obt~ins, and should mentiDn it 
tt only for the r~ason that we. as the custo
drans of public money, should see that the 
pohcy of any Government. ehould be to rret 
tlw verv b0"t return possible for the mo1~ey 
contrrbuted by the taxpayers. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you 
rerr.embcr what ]\Jr. Paget said about da:,'
labour 'vork? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not care what Mr. 
Pa10et said. He may have been speaking 
·cntrrely from what ho knew from deoart
rr.entul dormnonts. which possibly were· mis
leC>dmg·. We do know that in manv cases the 
·day-labour work is slummcd and there is not 
the amount of st,porvision of the Government 
work r;enerally that there is where private 
individnals are interested. That applies not 
only to railway construction, but to all work 
in which the Government are interested. I 
do not advocate driving methods, but I do 
say that we should have proper supervision, 

and that where it is possible the contract 
system should have an opportunity of proving 
its ·If. 

I was very pleased to hear the hon. member 
for "\lb~rt reply to the r<·n ark.' of the hon. 
member for Herbert, in which the latter 
took to the Labour party Rll the credit of 
the construction of the North Coast Railway. 
The hon. member must know from the 
history of railway construction in Queensland 
that this scheme 'vas originated years before 
his Gove-rnment ca1ne into power. Mr. 
Kiclston, Mr. PRget, and Mr. Dcnham were 
the men who started the ball rolling, and this 
Government merely completed the track. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: This Go
vernment found the money. 

JVIr. VOWLES: 'They merely carried it to 
fruition. 'The scheme was apiwoved of and 
commended by a previous Government, and 
what is the good of the hon. member coming 
alonp; now and endeavouring to give all the 
credit for it to the Labour Govermnent? His 
logic in other respects will not bear s·crutiny 
either. He told us thRt the woolgrowers
and thev arc not a section whom the Govern
ment claim to represent; they say they repre
sPnt all classes and W{' .are supposed to repre~ 
sent only one class-have been assisted by 
lois Government, and that in their generosity 
they h tYe done s01acthing which will put 
into the pockets of the woolgrmwrs £17,000 
in the saving in railway freights on ·wool 
which they previously had to send by steamer. 
But while these men get the bendit of 4s. 6d. 
a hale because their wool is carried at a 
rC'ducecl rate, inrc1ne tax and super income 
tax are being collected from them to make 
np the shortar;e in the running of the rai], 
wa0's. They are prepared to pay those taxes, 
however, as part of a development scheme 
which is going to heln Queensland to go 
ahead. \Ve were told that. if we could only 
get the iron hors8 to N' orth Queensland, we 
~~·ould get that district settled, bcc>tuse it 
has assured seasons, which other parts of the 
State have not got. 

\Yith reference to the railway from South 
Brisbane to Kyogle, it must be evide_nt that 
it is going to be the means of rclievmg the 
\Vcstcrn railwav. Rncl will thus obviate the 
necessity for dutilicating the main line to cope 
with the traffic coming from the \Vest. At 
present the Southern and \Yestern railway is 
the only moans of taking passengers from 
Brisbane to Sydney, and now that we are 
goin.q; to carry passengers and frPight fron1 
the North also, we would have a bigg:r co':'
gcstion than ever a~ VVaJlangarra . . If t_h1s 
railway \vere nDt com1ng along to rchev-e It. 

The hon. member for Albcrt snoke about 
the use of political influence in the running 
of our rnilways. We are told frequently that 
the railways are the property of the people 
and that the railways arc not supposed to 
nav. If that is the doctrine of hon. members 
opposite, we say that people who live in the 
backblocks should get at any rate reasonabl_e 
concessions in the matter of railway commum
cation. 

I agree with the hon. mcmb.or for Albe1:t 
that with the )JTico of material, the Flee of 
labour, and everything else pretty well. at a 
maximum it is to-day. it is not a des!l'abl.o 
time to go in for building new lines. u':'t!l 

the lands adjacent to our ex1stmg 
[3 p.m.] railways arc tenanted. If the 

Government would adopt one 
of the planks of the Country part:c's plat
form, and, if necessary, repurchase estates 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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along the existing lines and have that land 
settled, there would be some possibility of 
making the railway lines pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No new lines 
will be constructed this year. 

Mr. VO\VLRS: I know that is so, but that 
is one of the thingc I want to refer to. The 
Governn1ent arc not going to build or corn
plcte rny new linec during the coming 
financial year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Except t]p 
South Brisbanc-Kyogle-Grafton.line. 

Mr. VO\VLES : During my speech on the 
Address in Reply I pointed out two instance .• 
that were very unbusinesolikc. One was 
v.here the G·overnrnent were playing the fool 
with the Tara line, and the othe1· was in 
connection with the Toowoomba railway 
vardr;, where engine sheds aro suppose-d to 
Le erected in the future. During the last 
election and the election previous to that a 
Pumber of men "'ere rushed into the Too
\voomba district, and £70.000 was expended 
in the building of bridges and the making 
of a little bit of a loop. Th01·e are no build
ings there for engine facilities, and the old 
shed. which is in a state of ruin, i- being 
patched and a new top is beiug put on it. 
Think of that dead money, amounting· to 
£70,000! ThBn we have probabl0- £150,000 
lying dead in the Ipswich yards-possibly for 
more than ten yea~r~. Going fro!11 Too \VOornba 
and Ipswich we come to the Tara lin0, where 
a number of men were rushed into the dis
Lict immediately before the last elediou. 
A certain an1ount of work "\vas done, but 
ihat work is gradually decreasing. Men are 
being taken a way, but the overhead expense' 
M'e there all the time; and, although they 
have cornpleted, I belieye, smnething like 
7 miles of line, the line has not been brought 
to a payable position, consequently the \Yholo 
c-f the money which has been oxpeuded in 
that din-'ction is lying dead, carrying intere,"t 
and bringing in nothing in the way of 
i'CYf'nue. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: The per
centage of dead <et pi tal under the pro;ent 
Government is no greater than under pre
vious Govc,rnments. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The money ha.s been lying 
dead at Tara, Toowoomba, and Ivswieh for 
yoarR. 

The SECHETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: The per
tentage is not any greater. 

Mr .VOWLES: There is a considerable 
capital outlay there, and nothing comes in 
by way of returns. I often \Yonder if the 
Government and the Commissione-r realise 
lhat the people who run motor 'buses and 
l'!"totor-cars are coming into serious cornpeti
tion with the Railway Department. 

It is highly necessary that the Commis
sioner should reorganise his department and 
rm·ise the time-table in countrv districts. 
In the summer time, unless fir.st.;,lass cream 
can be brou;sht to a butter factory, it is 
,-alueless to the producer a.t the present price, 
LecausP what he receives does not pay him 
for producing the commodity; consequently, 
if the railways ar€ going to be run for the 
purposes of land development, they mmt 
cater for the public, and must give them 
facilities for bringing their produce in so 
that they will get the best possible price. 
Quite recently I "as reading a report of the 
evidence of farmers in my district given in 

[Mr. Vowlall'. 

conne-ction with the award fo1· rural workers, 
They all claimed that they could not _pay the 
wages because of the pnce they rocen·ed for 
thei·r commodity, and t~oy all stated that 
for the want of proper railway faCihtlc' they 
were unable to got the price they should get, 
more particularly in the summer time. 

The SECRETAHY ~-oR RAILWAYS: That is an 
incorrect sta temeni. 

::\1r. VOWLES: It is perfectly correct. 
Go to the butter fa"tory at DalLy and g-et the· 
pa.rticulars of the Tara consignments and all 
the consignments along the' Bell lino, and 
vou will find that in the summer time with 
~t service two dav~ a week it is irr1possiblG' 
for more than 70 per cent. of the selectors 
to got a first-class ·result, more particular!) 
because of the way the trains arc run at 
the end of the week. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: I haYe re
ceived scores of letters of appreciation of 
our services. 

Mr. VOWLES: Probably from some of 
vour friends. 
. The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: AnJ from 
sorne of yours, too. 

1Ir. VOWLES: If th0 hoiL gentleman 
peruses the evidence contained in the issue 
of the :1ewspapcr at Dalby last Tuesday, he 
will see that everY \Vitness '1': ho ga\'C' evidence 
in connection w{th the rural workers' log 
said the same thing about his produce. They 
all said they could not produce profitably 
and pay the ratoo, demanded unless they f(Ot 

first-dass prices for their creun. and they 
could nol· g-et first-class r1riccs unle~s they 
g-ot the facilities by rail to get their cream 
to the factory promptly. There i>' now com
JWtition with the railway m _the Dalby 
di"trict. There is a motor son-ICe between 
,J andowae and Dalby and between Dell and 
Dalby. Passengers do not traYel bv th03c 
cc1nYcnicnccs because they prefer them to 
the raihvay, but bC'cause the tinu• tables are 
more suitable. I know that. if there was a 
little alteration in the railwav time table> 
bv the mtroduction of a doub'Jc service, it 
\\;ould mean an additional outL:v of only 
£80 or £100 a vear. Fnder the present 
conditions some o<f the railwan might just 
as \Yoll bc clot'cd up or b,~ t;,_kcn over b:c 
[ll'iYatc cntorpris0, because. if that wo1·o done, 
"''' would have better services than we hav<> 
to:day. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: The tonnago 
on our railways has increased considerably. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I quite expect it would 
with the extra lines that have been opened, 
and more particularly with the linking- up 
of the systems of Northern and Southern 
Queensland. 

Tho SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: There has 
been an increase in the passenger traffic· 
also. 

Mr. VOWLES: Queensland is e-..:panding 
every year, and we naturally expect that 
every denartment would expand. But we· 
know that the cost of running the depart
ment is expanding pretty freely. \Ve knol" 
that it takes double the revenue to run the 
State to-day that it took when the Govern
ment origi~ally came into office. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You know, 
too, that all costs all over the world have 
gone up considerably. 

Mr. VOWLES: We know that the State· 
is expanding, and with the opening up of 
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new lines we naturally would expect an 
increase in the tonnage and passenger 
traffic. We are told that Queensland has 
become prospcrOu;;; under a LRbour Govern
ment. If that is so, we should get an 
increased tonnage and passenger traffic on 
vur raihvays. 

'The hon. member for Albert spoke about 
the inconveniences that the people have to 
suffer in the outside districts. I remember 
some years ago goinv, with a dcput'ltion to 
"a it on tho Hon. \V. 'I'. Paget, the then 
Secretm·y for Railways, at his office in 
Gem·ge street. ::Ylr. Covne, the then hon. 
n1ember for \Yarrego, an'd the hon. memben 
for Balonne, J'\1 arano<1, and myself comprised 
that deputation. I will nev0r forget the 
tirade of abuse that the late Mr. Pagct "as 
subJf'cted to on that occasion. moro espr-ci
ally by the hon. member for Bctlonnc. The 
-g'rie-Yanc~ wns ihn1 thf'rc Wf·re no 'vatcr bag:• 
attacherl to the \VestNn traim. You never 
SC'C~ ih0m on tb0 "\Ve~<tflrll iTnlns in th0se 
timr·; y,-hpu Labour Govcrnm0nt is 111 

pO\Yer. 

Mr. HY"'ES: Proba blv you non•r look for 
th,. watr•r bag. (Lctughtcr.) 

:\Tr. VO\YLES: They are certainlv very 
'huudy. Agair,, no passengcn; should be 
a'keci to travP] thP long rlidanccs they havo 
to travel in the ·west unless tlwv have proper 

conveniences. IY c slu1 11 lw told ill at 
an; a .certain nun1bcr of lavatorv con

on the train, but. if >'OU 'travel 
thP \V<•st on Tur•c,da V arid Frirlav 

!t will be found that the bull~ of the tra;~ 
Is mad~ up of sleeping- coachcg, to \vhich 
-the ordtnar-,- passenger hn~ no access unt.il 
Toowoomba is r<'Rched. There is a 50-mile 
run from Dalby to Toowoombn. and very 
"()f~cn it is not possible, except for those i;, 
pnvllcgod compartments which are locked 
up. to get to a lavatory on thf' train. Pas
senger.; are always complaining of that 
fact. 

I will s.ay that the people of the West 
have received some concessions from the 
Government, and they appreciate them. 
Those concessions are in the wa v ol better 
p: "Pnger traffic. 'l'ho train that leaves 
Too" oomba after the arrival of the mail 
train on JV1onday and returns again from 
Roma on Wednesday is one ol tl1e greatest 
boons in the \Y est. 

Mr. MoRGA"' : It took us a while to get it. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; we had it originally 
then it was taken away and again re: 
installed. Again, the train for Western 
pa.~s·rngers, which leRves on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 3 o'clock, is highly appreciah'd 
by the .People who have to travel long dis-. 
ta.nces m the summer. Bnt. while we have 
·those benefits. we have to realise that freights 
and fares have been increased. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not as much 
as in the other States. 

M1·. VOWLES: More so. If the hon. 
ge>ntleman will go through the records he 
will find it is so. It is a mistake to increase 
freights at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I said the 
increase was not so great as in other States. 

:Mr. VOWLES : The hon. gentleman is 
trying to sidetrack. If we have those facili
·ties, we have got it in the neck in other 
directions. How are we to encourage people 
to go out into the back country if we put 
:high freights on their produce? If the 

Minister will look at the comparative charges 
on articles necessary for tho development of 
the land, such as fencing wire, and galvanised 
Iron--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: Take cattle. 
Mr. VOWLES : That is an exception, be

cause of the slump in cattle. If the hon 
gentleman compares thr freights on the 
articles I have mentioned with those obtain
ing in New South Wales and Victoria, he 
will find that om· settlers arc charged twice 
n much as those of the other Stat2s. When 
tho hon. gentleman and his party put a 
30 per cent. increase in freights on wool and 
on sheep going to market, they tried to make 
people believe that the only persons affected 
by the impositions were the big sheep men. 
whereas the smallest gmzing farmer and 
producer is also penalised. 

JV1r. HYNES: Produce is carried more 
choaply on the Queensland railways than on 
the railwa:rs of any other State in the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Let the hon. member pro
duce figurrc, to prove that statement. Hfl 
cannot. 

:Mr. HYNES: I can. 
Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. member cannot, 

because it is not a fact. Like the Minister 
the hon. member may say that our fares and 
freig-hts have not been increased at the 
sam·c rate during tho last few years as they 
ha.-o in other States. Nevertheless the com
parison is in their favour. It is a mistake 
to impose this increase in fares and freights 
on the people in the back country. If the 
Government want to induce people to go out 
and develop the country, they should give 
those people concessions and preferential rail
way freights on the necessities of life, and so 
make their "burdens easier. \Ve have advo
cated this on many occasions. It is one of 
the outstandinp; things so far as railway 
matters in Queensland arc concerned. 

Too much money is being lost on our 
railways. The state of affairs existing to-day 
did not exist in 1914. We were then g·etting 
better results for the money expended. We 
have found out in other directions that there 
have been leakages, and that there has been 
slumming of work. That has existed for a 
long while, particularly in connection with 
railway construction. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You had 
more men per mile of railway than we have 

Mr. VOWLES: We were able to show a 
profit to cover interest on cost of con
struction, whereas the hon. gentleman's Go
vernment can onlv show an accumulated list 
of deficits, ranging from £1,250,000 to 
£1,750,000 a year, and totalling in the 
aggregate something like £10,000,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There have 
onlv been three small profits in the railways 
of Queensland during the last forty years. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about 
profits; I am referring to the interest on the 
cost of construction. One expects any busi
ness at least to pay the interest on the cost 
of construction. If our railways wer-e paying 
we, as representatives of the taxpayers, would 
be satisfied. The railways were doing that 
in 1914, but have not done so since. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
not so in 1914. 

Mr. VOWLES : The only excuse the hon. 
gentleman can offer is that the railways are 

Mr. Vowles.] 



1246 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

not intended to pay. If they are not intended 
to pay, why did the Government impose the 
recent increases in freights on the produce 
of the man on the land, the man who is 
producing wool, and the man who is sending 
his sheep to market? \Ve cannot class that 
man with the wool kings and the big corn
panics. The small fanner suffers with the 
n1ngnat,;. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your party 
advocn ted an increase in freights. 

Mr. M oRGAN : Our party did not. It is 
no zood saying that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 
member for Albert did. 

1\Ir. VO\VLES: \Yhatever oninions indi
vidual members of the party may express, 
the:; have nothing to do wit-h the politics of 
the part~·· It goes to show, what members 
on this side a!" ays claim, that we are at 
liberty to ventilate our own individual 
opinions. \Ve are not bound down like hon. 
members opposite. There arc no Caucus 
s]a,·e-, on this side. Members on this side 
are not driven. Thev are at !ibertv 10 vote 
according to their ~onscience, and that is 
why you find at times individual members 
ventilating their own troubles and giving 
their own private opinions. 

I want to draw the attention of the Gov-ern
ment to the fact that, in the Railway Depart
ment, ju ,,t the same as in the other depart
ments, they are allowing their buildings to 
get into disrepair for the want of paint, and 
it is highly necessary-more paticularly in 
the western country-that the buildings 
should be painted frequently if you want to 
preserve them. 

Hon. ll1. J. KmwAN: More expenditur-e! 
Mr. VO\VLES: It is not a matter of more 

expenditure. It is a matter of saving an 
asset It is an inSllrance. It is much better 
to pay £100 for painting and for the upkeep 
of a building than to allow it to get into 
a state of disrepair, and possible- hav-e to 
pay sev-eral hundred pounds later on to 
re-erect it. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You should be sent 
up to make a report. 

Mr VOWLES: The hon. member should 
be the last to .talk about making a report. 
Do we no! remember the time \vhen the 
hon. gentleman was appointed to make a 
report on railway matters 9 Do we not 
remember the report which he pres-ented to 
this House-an immense volume, which 
nobody ever read? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: "What more 
do you want? 

Mr. VOWLES: \Ve want appointed to 
Railway Commissions men who will report 
impartially, and not men who have an 
axe to !!rind. A man who was a member of 
the Railway Union should never have been 
appointed to a Royal Commission to report 
on the work of the Railway Department. 
Disinter-ested outside experts are the persons 
to get on these occasions, and not a man 
who will get up ip this Chamber and tell us 
he can save a quarter of a million a year in 
the rum1ing of the department, and then 
come back with a blank sheet as the result 
of his inquiries. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): I suppose this 
Tote presents a good opportunity to members 
to ventilate grievances. The hon. member 
for Dalby talked about the large surpluses 
of previous Governments in connection with 

rMr. Vowles. 

the management of the railways, but since 
this Gm·ernment came into power we ha>e 
had practically the whole of the Northern 
and \Vestern districts clo,ed down. It is all 
very well to level criticisms at the Railway 
Department. A good deal of it probably 
does no harm, and it may do a lot of good, 
but we have to realise that the :\formanton
Croydon Railway, the Cooktown Raihmy, 
and the railwa:v from Cairns to Forsayth 
probably do not pay for axle grease. All 
these things have to be taken into considera
tion. Since the advent of this Government 
there -has been a collapse in the Cloncurry 
district, where mining propositions which 
previously were good 'pa.yabk concerns for 
the Railway Department arc not now holding 
their own, but have been get.ting behind 
year after vcar. 
" Th0 'outhern people are trca ted v-ery well 
from a railway point of view, o.nrl get a far 
]·,Her spin from the Railw'y Department 
than the people in the country districts. 

In regard to the grieYancc about "·ater
bags, it is a very difficult matter fm railway 
1n-en to keep thcie eyes on water-bagR while 
trains are runnin.s along. Fron1 1ny experi
ence, before the trains get to tlwir destination 
the water-bags become the playthings of the 
<"hildren on the train, and as won as they 
are emptied or partly emptied they are 
dropped out of the window. (Laughter.) 
Cnless the bags are placed as a fixture. it 
would be ven· difficult for tho tmin officials 
to kN'p them~ in their plact '· So1nc fixture 
shoukl be prov-ided for the \Yati'r-bags eo as 
io give a supply of water on long-distance 
trains. It .is only reasonable to gi,·e the hE'st 
to \VOD1Cn and children, a-, a nutn can hntl le 
dong and get a drink at any tank along the 
line. Thoro are plenty of conveniences in this 
direction for the male folk. 

The Public \Vod<s Commission int0ncl to 
mako a report on the sugg-ested •railway 
line from Kajabbi to Mount lsa and thence 
to Rurketown; bnt before any railwa:v line 
i ,, constructed to 11ount I sa it should be 
proved that that freld is one which is likely 
to last. 

0PPOSITIO:-i MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
:'vir. RIORDAN: In the past mining com

panies have had a good deal of consideration. 
At one time it was necessary to build a rail
\Yay line to get con1n1unication, but onr 
improved main I'onds and motor facilities 'vill 
·en·e some districts and enable their produce 
to be removed in that way for many :·cars 
to come without going to the expcn'o of 
building a railway line when. the mine will 
perhaps only last for five or s1x years. Our 
0xperienco with rcga,rd to copper rnining in 
Ouccnsland has not been very encouraging. 
The fields have been short-lived. the ore onlv 
existing at a shallow depth. and railway'~ 
.,.~ hich have been built for 1nining con1panics. 
are practically white elephants. This party 
is not responsible for that. Then, again, 
take the building of raihv-ay lines out to 
\Y estern Queensland, and the foolish policy 
<Jdoptec! by Goveruments of building railway 
lines through big; holdings of perhap< a 
thousand square miles in area. and only 
('D1ploying a manager, a bookkeeper. a 
jackeroo, and 1boul: thirty aboriginals. \Vhat 
hope was there of getting any setilement 
when these people had leases of the land for 
forty or fifty 'years "f 

JYI1·. MoRGAN: Do not th0 Government 
provide for ,resumption after a. certain 
period? 
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Mr. RIORDAN; When resumptions fell 
duo a fair average portion of the hold1n·ss 
had to be taken, and I do not know who 
'vas to be the judge of a fair average 
portion of the run. I do net think that sOt'h> 
oi the resumptions would bear investigation. 
Hcsumptions shank! be made for doser 
"~ttlomcnt along railway lines, and the people 
v;ith large holding, forced further back. Tho 
selector puts the ktnd to better use, and is a 
better feeder of the· railway linD than a big 
pastoral company. I am thinking of ~Iaxwel
ton, Marathon, nnd Afton Downs in my 
electorate, which should be supporting a 
hundred or more families. The land \vould 
l·e stocked to its full carrying capacity. and 
we would get a better •return from the land. 
\Ye would providr~ traffic for our railways, 
and would be able to take produce from the 
inte•·ior to the scJ.port at To• ·nsv-ille. The 
railwav \Vas built from TownsYillc to Clon
curr.v, 'but within a couple of hundred milm 
of Cloncurry there was the port in the Guif. 
I have heard one hon. member say that the 
water is blown out of the ri\'Or up there at 
certain seasons of the year, \vhich is n 
silly statement, and there is nothins
to stop a lightering 8chen1e, 1vhich "\:YOuLJ 
have heen more profite ble and eflici·c•nt 
than building a railway and forcing the 
people to send their goods 600 or 700 miles to 
Townsville '"hen there wer8 water facilitie> 
right at their back door. \Ye know that the 
men who were responsible for the building of 
the railway to Clor.curry had big intere5ts in 
'Iownsvillo. The hon. member fm· Carpen
taria, at that time JVIr. Forsyth, was a 
member of a firm which had all its interests 
in Townsville. and the extension of the 
Korthern Ra11wa.: practically meallt the 
ruination of the Gulf country. which it put 
back half a century. As to the cry about 
the Government being responsible for the 
failure of the railways, I do not think this 
GoYernment is responsible for that. l think 
the responsibility -rests on previous Gm·ern
roents for being ~o short-sighn~d as not to 
make provision to get hold of land along 
existing railway linos instead of allo',vinrr it 
to be overrun with prickly-pear. That is"the 
condition of thingc one can soo along tho 
r ·.ihvays to Dalby and Tar a and such places, 
where _land whic_h should have been a big 
producmg factor 111 the hands of small settlers 
is held by largo landholders, and allowed 
to go to ruin. 

Mr. MoRGAN interjected. 

Mr .. RIORDAN : A man who is practically 
forced out of his electoratt• by pricklv-peai· 
'till stands for the big Iandho.ldPr ! Yet he 
has evidence of the state of affairs every 
time he goes to his electora to. 

Mr. MORGAN: The policy of the Country 
party IS to cut up the land. 

Mr. RIORDAN : The Country party ! It 
cbanges Its name as often as it can con
veniently get a pact ! It has been swallowed 
in the Federal Parliament, and it has b0en 
swallowed here. I havo no illusions about 
the Country party, any more than have the 
people in the countrv. It is onh· a matter 
of another election, ;vhen it will disappear 
altogether. 

Another matter I \Yould like to refer to is 
the charge made to. selectors by the Railway 
Department for sidmgs. I think that is an 
u:rju?t taxation on people living in country 
~hstncts. I _do not know whether the policy 
Is adopted 111 the Southern Division of the 
State, but a siding is an asset to the Rail-

wav Department. and I do not 1.hink any 
sdtler should have such a tax imposed on 
him. If sidings are warranted. I think it is 
the function of the Railway Depltrtmont to 
put them in without making- any charge for 
them. If, on the other hand, the Ioadwg 
does not warrant them and a couple of 
selectors aro financially in a position to put 
in their own siding, or if only one individual 
insists on having one, well and good-let 
them find the mono·,·. vVhere, however, a 
group of selectors \Vant a siding, thn cost 
should be defrayed by the Commissioner, be
cause as an asset the siding is absolutely no 
good to the selectors. It is an asset to the 
Commissioner and can be remov-ed and used 
elsewhere in 'the event of the place going 
back, although I do not think there is a. 
likelihood of places going back in country 
districts. 

There is another matter I would like to 
bring under the notice of the ::\Iinister and 
the Commissioner for Railways, and of the 
Maintenance Branch especially. 

For many years there has been a strong 
demand for decent living· quarters for main
tenance men and for the establishment of 
group camps, and I hope they will work out 
Pstablished for the education of the children, 
and \Yhere the people's social life can be 
made more pleasant and more congenial, 

under which system there would 
[3.30 p.m.] be a tendency to keep a good 

set of men together for railway 
maintenance. The Railway Department 
ha\ commenced the establishment of 
group can:ps, and I hope they will work t·nt 
successfully: but they should not be made 
a lever by the department for reducing th<e 
maintenance strength. Along the ·w os tern 
Railway the department has reduced the 
strength to a preit,y fine point, and in some 
casPs t\vo men have to look after 24 miles 
of line. which is a ridiculous state of affairs. 
The department is only courting trouble 
when they get down to such a fme point. 
We realise that the traffic is not so heavy 
on the different lines in the North since the 
slump in the mining industry; still, it is 
nPcos, ary to keep the lines up to a certain 
standard. The \Vestern mail .. to Cloncurry 
mns at a pretty fair speed, and unless the 
line is kept in good repair, some trouble 
\\·ill eventuate, and the department is only 
looking for trouble when they pursue their 
foolish policy of discharging one rnan in ~~a.-..h 
gang, thus weakening the strength of thei~ 
Jnaintcna,nce section. In some cases ~·ae 
lengths are even greater than two men to 
24 miles. and I think it is bordering on a 
scandal to reduce the maintenance stn:mgth 
to such a fine point. I strongly ohject to 
the g-roup system being made a !oYer for 
disn1lssing maintenance men. The gronp 
sysiem could be made a good one. and could 
he worked economically by the department. 
A g-reater mileage could be more efficiently 
maintained by twelve or fourteen men in a 
gang. aided by the services of a. rail motor
car. than by sacking men as a result of 
inaugurating the group system of settlement. 

During my service with the Railway De
partment, according to the reg-ulations, if a 
man was employed temporarily for more 
than six months, he had a claim to Le 
appointed to the permanent staff. Some men 
are employed temporarily for twelve months 
>tnd over. and the department should have 
these men appointed to the permanent staff. 
and give them the opportunity of enjoying 

Mr . .Rior'dan.] 



1248 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

the privileges that the permanent officials 
enjoy. There is a degree of uncertainty 
about the temporary man's employment, be
cause after he has been six months or twelve 
months on the job he is put off for a day. 
and he registers at the Labour Bureau, and 
if labour was properly supplied through the 
Labour Bureau that man's name would be 
placed at the bottom of the list and the top 
man would be selected, and the tempcrary 
man would have to wait his turn again. 

There is another matter in connection with 
charging for seating accommodation on the 
Western rnnil. That practice may be justi
fied in Brisbane where there arc big crowds 
travelling, and where we have sleeping car
riages on the trains, but it is practically 
ridiculous to institute such a practice on the 
Cloncurrv line. It is a rather miserable 
wa.1- for the Railw,,y Department to g·o about 
collecting an extra shilling or two. vVe know 
that there is a limit"d amount of space on 
the Cloncurry mail and all western train3, 
and apart from sleeping-berth accommod·;
tion, there should be no charge for seating 
accommodation. Once a passenger pays for· 
his ticket he should have the right to go 
along and get his seat in the train, which 
was the practice until a few months ago. 
To charge for seating accommodation is a 
bad system to establish in the Cloncurry 
district, and I am sure the Commissioner 
will giv-e favourable consideration to wiping 
out this humbug tax on the people in western 
district'. It is most objectionable to have 
to wait about the platform at night time at a 
place like Hughenden until the train comes 
in from Cloncurry. The passengers hav-e to 
wait on the platform until the Railway 
Department ascertains what seats have been 
booked. The passengers then set about book
ing seats. The first night the practice was 
introduced the train lost about forty-five 
minutes. Twelve seats were booked. It 
cannot be said that the 12s. which was 
receiv-ed for those twelve seats compensated 
for the forty-five minutes' delay to the train 
During that time the whole of the train staff 
were idle, and the rolling-stock under those 
conditions will not show a good return. 

Hon. ::'v1. J. KIRWAN: 'Vhere was the book
ing done in the first instance? 

Mr. RIORDAN: The booking is done in 
the first instance at Cloncurry, or wher
ever you first join the train. You then 
have to wait until the chart is obtained from 
the conductor before the seats are allotted. 
:::)uch a system might be all right in the 
Southern Division, where they have up-to
date trains, and where the people have 
to "scrap" for their seats; but these 
" fads " should be kept for the people down 
here. 'I'he Commissioner will find it more 
profitable and save a great deal of delay 
by withdrawing this charge of ls. for "eats 
in the N01·thern Division. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I would like to 
say something with regard to the freights 
on cattle. The Minister interjected across 
the Chamber that cattlo were carried at a 
cheaper rate in Queensland than in any of 
the other States. That. might be so so far as 
the cost per mile is concerned, but, if the 
fact is taken into consideration that cattlo 
in Victoria. are to-day worth 75 per cent. 
more tha'n in Queensland, it will be seen 
that the charges in Queensland are a great 
deal heavier. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It costs 
more to carry them here. 

[Mr: Riordan. 

Mr. MORGAN: Cattle in :\few South 
\Vales are also worth a lot 1no1~t} 1-han in 
Queensland. Nevertheless, we find that the 
freight en cattle is considerably higher in 
this State than in any other part of Aus
tralia. I have figures showing that in some 
instances the freight on cattle in Queensland 
is equal to 20 per cent. of their market 
value. It 'eems to me extraordinary that 
in an industry which is down and out. and 
in which the people engaged are losing a 
considerable amount of money yearly, the 
Government should take from those people 
2C per cent. of the value of their cattle. In 
:914, when the industry was in a better posi
tion than it is to-dav and when it was more 
profitable for those engaged in the industry, 
th0 freight on cattle for 100 miles was 80s. 
per truck. I am now referring to the " K " 
wagons which are said to be capable of 
carrying eighteen head of large cattle. That 
freight was equal to 4s. 5d. per head per 
lOO miles. But at that time there was a 
further' concession, which has since been 
taken awav. If the meatworks engaged a 
train to c,;rry cattle. a reduction of 20 per 
c<ent. was allowed. That is, the charge per 
truck on a train load of cattle amounted to 
64s., or 3s. 6d. per head per lOO miles. In 
1924 the freight on cattle for 100 miles is 
139s. 3d. per truck, or 7s. 8d. per head, 
a~ainst 4s. 5d. per head in 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There has 
been an increase in working costs since then. 

Mr. MORGAN: There are relatively in
creased charges for longer distances. Let 
me take these figures-

FREIGHT PER TRUCK, 

1914 
1924 

PER 500 '\fiLES. 

s. d. 
291 0 
443 6 

That means a cost of £1 4s. 7d. a head 
to truck cattle 500 miles, which is equal to 
20 per cent .of their market val~10 in the 
Enoggera Yards to-day. The Mrmster must 
himself admit that it is an enormous taxa· 
tion to place on these people. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The last 
increase of 5 per cent. did not apply to 
cattle. 

Mr. MORGAN: No, but surely the 
Minister has taken sufficient from that 
industry by increasing the freight on cattle 
by 64 per cent. since 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Compare the 
working costs for the department over the 
same period. 

Mr. M ORGAN: There was a conference 
held some time ago, and in order to place 
j,he cattle industry on something like a sound 
foundation and to enable people to carry on 
in some manner or other, it was decided to 
reduce the shipping freights overseas con
siderably. The workers in the meatworks 
also volunteered to have their wages reduced 
so that the men engaged in the industry 
could carry on. That was voluntarily done; 
the employees consented to a reduction, and 
the shipping companies reduced their 
freights, and the Queensland Government de
cided to reduce their railway freights by 
30 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWWS: And the 
Federal Government? 

Mr. MORGAN: The Federal Government 
gave a bonus. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: Which they 
withdrew. 
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Mr. MORGAK: It was withdrawn this 
vear. and the State Government have also 
"'vithdrawn their concession of 30 per cent., 
which \\as a very big item. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It operated 
for a long time. 

Mr. MORGAN: Notwithstanding the fact 
that thP indnstry has not improved. the 
·cattle peoplP are novr paying this extra 30 
per cent. I ani pleased to say that the 
workers in the n1cabvorks have not struck 
and asked to have their wages put back to 
the old rate. Thev would be iustilied in 
so doing. owing to the fact that the Queen-
land Government have, as it were, set them 
'a lead. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Federal 
·Government set the lead. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am nleosod to know 
that tho shipping compan{es have not in
<:reased their freights overseas. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.m,WAYS : They want 
that subsidy frOJTL the Federal Government. 

Mr. MORGA::'f: The Queensland Govern
ment e.re the ones who are interested most 
in the cattle industrv. Thev know whether 
the State stations a"re pay{i::.g or not. and 
whether the cattle industry is paying. Thev 
have all the figures available, and. notwlth
Rtanding the fact that they are themselves 
losing a considerable amount of money each 
year. they come along and put on an increas3 
·of 30 per cent. in freights, while those 
engaged in the industry are attempting to 
put it on a solid foundation. The cattle 
industry is practically confined to Queensland. 
'The Southern States are not interested at 
all in the export of frozen beef. The 
industry is one of Queensland's principal 
industries. When we take the by-products
-canned meats, hides. tallow. etc.-it is the 
second large&t industry in Queensland from· 
a revenue-producing point of view. Not
withstanding that fact the Government h'lv·o 
not helped the industry in the way they 
should. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They have. 

Mr. MORGAN: The least thev could have 
done was to continue the rcbat'e of 30 per 
-cent. in freights, until the industry reached 
a sound foundation. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'Why did 
not the Federal Government continue their 
subsidy? They had a big surpluo. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Federal Government 
are not so greatly interested in the cattle 
industrv. The Southern States ar-e not send
ing beef out of the country at all, and the 
Federal Government realise that it is an 
industry wholly and solely confined to 
Queensland. Why should the Federal 
Government subsidise the cattle industry 
when it is of no interest to the other States? 
It is the duty of the State Government to 
look after this industry and do all they 
possibly can to put it on a payable founda
tion. The Federal Government wer-e not 
asked. and naturallv would not be asked. to 
subsidise Mount Morgan.: yet the Govern
ment have not thought fit to withdraw the 
subsidy of £60,000 a vear to Mount Morgan. 
The price of copper still remains at .a value 
that will not allow Mount Morgan to be 
worked at a profit. and the Government are 
still continuing the subsidy to that company. 
Why, then, do they not also continue the 
reduction in. freight on cattle until such time 

1924-4 H 

as the catt-le industry is once more placed 
on a payable footing? I do not object to 
freights being increased on products that are 
realising high values. Nobody complained 
when the Government increased the freight 
on wool. Although wool carries a very high 
freight, nobody complained when the rate 
was raised. because wo-ol is a \vonderfullv 
paying proposition at the present time. We 
recognise that. when the freight on cattle 
was put up during the war-it was increased 
by 64 per cent.-we were gottin<r £3 per 100 
lb. for our cattle, and we could well afford 
to pay the increase in the freight. The 
Governn;tent were perfectly justified in 
increasing- the frei<rht on that occasion: but 
when cattle came· down to £1 nor lOO lb., 
the Government had a perfect riccht to reduce 
the freight to what it was in 1914. 

Mr. WEIR: How did you roar when the 
Government increased the freight? 

Mr. MORGAN: We did not roar. We 
recognised that we could afford to pav it. 
I remember that on one occasion Mr. Fihelly 
said he thought railway frieghts should be 
raised and lowPrcd according to the value of 
the produce that the railways were oarryim;. 
That would be a sensible thin!l" to do. 1\fr. 
Fihellv mentioned lucerne chaff. and he "aid 
that. ~vhen the farmers were getting £20 a 
ton for lucerne chaff. thcv could wPll afford 
to pay a higher' freight than when they were 
getting £5 a ton. The producers can afford 
to pay a higher frei!l"ht when they ar-e get
ting a good price for what they produce. 
Tho Minister is continuallv arguinp: that the 
freights in Queensland are lower than they 
are in any other States. He knows that is 
wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I said the 
percentage increase is lower. 

Mr. MORGAN: We saw rcccntlv that in 
N-ew South Wales they are going to reduce 
the frei~rhts on the railwRvs bv somfl hun
dreds of thousands of pounds. and in Victoria 
the rates are very much lower than thev are 
in Qneensland. The freights .on primary 
products in Queensland are verv much higher 
than the7 are in the other States. Let us 
take agricultural produce. Recently we got 
the figures from the Minister so far as they 
apply to Queensland. The following table 
will give a comparison between the freights 
charged in Queensland and those charged in 
Victoria on agricultural produce-

Qurenslancl. Victoria. 
--·----

I 

::I s. d. 8. d. 
50 Miles 011 7 0 

100 Miles 17 2 10 10 
200 Miles 27 4 l4 4 
300 :IIiles 33 0 16 6 

There is an increase of 100 per cent. on 
freights on agricultural produc-e in Oneens
land as compared wiih the freights charged 
in Victoria. 

'rh, SErRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are not 
quoting the " to port " rates. 

Mr. MORGAN: No; but I am going to 
expose the Minister on the " to port" rates. 
Take flour as an instance. To bring flour 
down from the country to Bri.ebane to fe-ed 
the people of Brisbane, the Railway Depart
ment char!l"es 12s. a ton for 200 miles. 
But to take it up country-to feed the 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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people living in the bueh-the department 
charges 39s. lld. per ton. That is three 
times as much as the " to port " rate. That 
is where the Minister and the Pr~mior mis
lead the peop1e. When they quote the 

Commodity. Stntr. 

Dairy produce {. Qnrrnsl~ nd 
: Victoria 

There, again. the freights on dairy producB 
are nearly 100 per cont. greater in Queensland 

Commodity. 'ltatr. 

: 

Fresh fruit (3 cwt. and over) f Queensland 
l Yidoria 

In l'f'g-a rcl to frrsh fruit there is vPr~- 1itt1e 
diff• """"" lwtwpen the freights in Quecnslaud 
and Victmia. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RATLW-IYS: Look at the 
f'norrnous population and the srna1l area of 
Victoria. 

Commodity. State. 

I 

' . 

freights on agricultural produce they quote· 
the "to port'' rate, but thev do not quot-e 
the freight charged to take that produce up 
country. 
Let us deal with dairy produce-

50 100 
Miles. Miles. 

per ton. per ton. 

s. d. 8. d. 
28 10 48 11 
13 {j 2[} 2 

~()() 

'\fi!es. 
fJf'f tOil. 

8. d. 
19 11 
42 ~ 

----~-;w,c~,_-_ 
prr ton. 

1, 8. d. 
](l(j 4 

5-± 2 

than in Victoria. Then take fresh fruits, in 
lots of 3 cwL e.nd over-

i\0 100 200 :300 
Miles. 'Ylile·. 1\Iil('S. :\fiit's. 

per ton. per ton. pPr ton. JWr ton. 
------

8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
\) 11 17 2 8 \) 
\) 0 16 () ;~;j 4 

Mr. MORGAN: A most i111;10rhPt thing in 
Qucf'n~land to develop our n ·l'l_t:'t·(~J ls to ~et 
people to go out to distallt pari;; and grow 
produc:'. i:he carnage of which IYill "''able 
the railwayo to be sclf-suppot+n•r. llcw do 
tho Gov-ernment encourage th-: ..;;p poop le? 
Then take wire-netting in truck loads-

i\0 
].Iilc 1. 

per ton. 

](I() 
~Iilc<. 

per ton. 

:200 
:\liiPi'. 

rwr ton. 

:no 
1\lilcF 

JH·r ton. 
------------- ------: 

Fencing wire (truck loads) 

You can sec from that that frcio:hts arc 
considerably higher m Queensland than they 
ar0 in Victoria. 

Tbc-n \Ylih regard to \viro-n0tting in truck
loads. It is a m(·st impDrtant thing tD 

s. d. 
17 5 
11 10 

8. d. 
20 11 
21 4 

s. a. 
;)1 "i 

s. d. 
(}-; 1 
44 + 

Queensland; we have dingoes, foxm. and 
r · bbits. In Victoria they ha Ye 110 dingoes 
and do nDt need v;ire-ne{ting to the extent 
that Queensland does. The comparative 
rates arc-

50 100 I 200 :wo 
Commodit;·. Miles. J\liles. :lliks. :l!iles. st.nte. 

--·--------------- ________ 

1 

__ p_e_r_t_o_n_. ___ ::_p_er_t_o_J_L_ _ per toll_:__j~~ 

{
! Queensland f·7 d5 ~\1 ~i_ I ~-1 "c; il ~1 ~-Wire netting (truck loads) 
I Victoria 6 2 10 10 . 17 6 I 2:! 8 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your own 
Government did that. 

Mr. MORGAN: These rates arc in exist
ence under a Labour Government, and, if 
they are wrong, the Labour Government 

Commodity. State. 

1 i 
Manures and fertilisers (truck J [ (~neensland .. I loads) ll Victoria .. 

So that on fertilisers there 1s very little 
difference. 

[Mr. JJforgan. 

shouid right them. Unfortunately they have 
not done so, but on top Df these freights they 
have imposed the recent increase of 5 per 
cent. 

Then take the charges on manures and 
fertilisers per ton-

!)0 100 200 I ~00 
1\Iilcs. J\Iiles. :llilP". I 'l!ileB. 

per ton. prr ton. prr ton. I 11Pr ton. 

8 d. 8. d. 8 d. s. d. 
4 1 + !i 8 \) I 10 3 

3 6 5 4 7 10 I 10 6 

--·----------~· 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Quote the 
long-distance rate>-200 miles and over. 
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Mr. MORGAN: I have given up to 300 
miles, and l cannot go above that, because 
th0rr is no railway in Victoria longer than 
300 miles. 

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Then com
pare them with all the other States. 

l\Tr. :\'~:ORGAN: The peoplo in the country 
do not mind so much the increased fares. A 
great number of them do not ride on the 
railways once in t-w0lve rnonths. but they are 
nsir-v these things I have quoted every day 
of their livrs. I£ they use the railways, it is 
generally becau~·c they aro going .away and 
are !!·cing to spend £20. £30, or £40, and 
the extra Ss. in fares does not affect them. 
They do rot traycl backwards and forwards 
evc~y da~· to their work. Some of them do 
not travel on the railways once in five y~ars. 

GOVERK~IENT ME:VIBERS: ·what' 

Mr. :\'~:ORGAN: I know people in my 
<listrict who arc over sevent" years of age 
"·ho have never ridden on the railway yet. 
They went up there in their young days. and 
they have been oE the stations ever sinf'e. 
\Vce are more interested in the cost of the 
necessaries of lif<> than we arc in respect of 
these other matters. 

Now I want to point out that. owing to the 
fact that the Gol'ernment have adopted a 
policy of increasing the freights on the rail
ways, they are losing a great deal of reyenuc. 
The :Minister mu.st know that in America 
they have adoptco the principle of a big 
volume of tonnage o,nd low freights, whereas 
in Queensland we have evidently adopted a 
rolicy of high freights and a small volume 
of tonnage. \Ve 8re apparently tr,ving to 
>aueczo the people as much as we can and to 
~et as much as we can out of them ,,nd 
carry as little on the railways as possible. 
T-'ndcr that policv the Government impose 
high freights on motor-cars tt·andling on the 
ruilwavs. and the ·result is that the motor
cctrs gO by road. rrhc freight on rnotor~cars 
is prohibitive, and. unless a car breaks down 
and is unable to rur• under its own pmn:r, the 
railways carry vt..~1·y few cars. The motOr 
people in Brisbane to-day will tell you that 
they can send a car to any part of QuePnsland 
for one-third of what it costs on the rttilway. 

Mr. IVEIR: Nonsense! 

Mr. :\I ORGAN: It is not nonsense. I 
quoted figures her8 p1·eviously to show that 
it is true. I got figures from some people 
in Queensland showing that, where a car 
•·.ould have cost £15 to send to a certain 
r-laco, it was run up to that place for £5. 

Then, again, take ea ttlo. Q,vners are not 
trucking them fror.1 Toowoomba to \Vallan
garra. for instance; they are walking them 
direct to Munginr!i or Garah and trucking 
them from there to tho Southern markets. It 
is no use the Minister telling me that I am 
wrong. You have only to look at the papers 
every da_<· to seo where the ea ttlo arc going. 
..:\nother thing is that the Raih, ay Depart.
ment is not making an effort to proYido facili
t;es fo-r the trucking of cattlo. We know that 
I he greatest difficulty we ha Ye' to-day is to 
'ccure trucks. \Ve have had a very big 
killing season this y«ar, and to secure trucks 
it is nece•,.sary to give six or eight \Veeks' 
notice owing to tho fact that the Government 
have not sufficient trucks to carrv the live 
stock in the State. " 

I wish to show that from a statistical point 
d view the Queemland railways ought to be 

run more cheaply than those in any other 
Rtate, whereas the wol'king expenses of the 
Queensland raihY ."ys are n1uch greater than 
the working expenses of the railways in other 
parts of Australia. The figures are-

PERCEKTAGE OF \VORKl:oiG EXPENSES TO 
GROSS REVENl:!E. 

------

Kcw South Wales 
Vietoria 

11~~~;~:~1-l~~~~~ig~-:~3~·-
1 74·:>s I 12-n 

Qneenslancl .. 
South Australia 
\YPstern Australia 
Tasmania 

03·:1i 80·97 
7B·0.( I 74-flG 
8:!·35 75·80 
\)H6 I 8D·8tl 

PERCENTAGE OF REVENUE To CAPITAL CosT. 
NP\V South \Va1cs 
Victoria .. 
Qneensland .. 
Ronth Australi.1 .. 
\"\'est ern A nstralia 
Tasmania 

[4 p.m.] 
\Yith tho exception of Tasmania Queens] and 
ehows the low<>st return of revenue on capital 
cost of any Stato in the Commonwealth. 

T!w SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: And the 
lowest running cost per train mile. 

:\1r. MORGAN: The following table shows 
the milPs constructed and cost of con~truc
tion and equipment to tile ye:n 1922-23:-

Co:4 of Con8-trndioH 
l\tiles \ and Equipment. 
Con-

Rtructed. 1
-

1 rrotal. Per 
I I ~lilP. 

Quecn:l~~5,?06 ~-~~+-~;~~():-. 
V1ctorm . . 4,-l.l.l I f>+,bl ->,000 
Xc.w South \Yalcsj 5,:118 I, 87,714.1100 

£ 
I,A30 

1.1. 91:2 
16.-1-D>~ 

Those figurH show that Victoria. has to pay 
interest on twice the amount of money per 
mile that Queensland has; yet the freights 
and fares in Victoria arc cheaper ihan in 
Queensland. Notwithstanding the fnct that 
it has cost the Queensland Go,·crnment about 
50 per cent. less to construct and equip her 
railways than it has cost th:> two principal 
southern States, our freights and fares a1·t"~ 
greater in Queensland, and the railways are 
not shov, ing a profit, while the railways in 
both the other States are showing a working 
profit. That goes to sho:\' that there is 
something wrong, and that the freights and 
fares on the Queensland Rail ways are ever 
so much too high, and that something should 
be don<>. Political jobbery is the cause of 
it alL \Ve should have the cheapest railway 
freights and fares of any State in Australia, 
bee ~use we have to pay interest on only 
£7.589 per mile, as ag·ainst £14,912 paid by 
Victoria, and £16,493 paid by .:--iew South 
Wales. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order~ The hon. 
gentleman has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders 

::\1r. I-IYNES (Townsril/e): I desire to 
reply to some of the statements which h';!ve 
bNm made by the hon. membor for Munlla 
and the hon. member for Enoggora in con
nection with the comparison made of the 

JJ1r. Hynes.] 
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freights and fares in Queensland and Vic
toria. I also have compiled a table which 
clearly sets out that in Queensland. taking 
the average, the cost to the producer of 
getting his produce to market on the rail
ways is much less in Queensland than it is 
in the Tory-govcrned State-or until-recently
Tory-govcrned State of Victoria. It is quite 
an easy matter for the hon. member fol' 
1\furilla and othPr hon. members opposite 
to gc•t hold of a freight and fares schedule 
and make out a case for their own benefit, 
but I am dealing with averages. The hon. 
member for Murilla is particularly interested 
in the cattle industry, and as he stated, it 
is one of the most in1portant industries we 
have in Qu 'ensland; and it is only right and 
just that the Government of this State should 
cater partic11larly for people who are engaged 
in this most important industry. The Go
vernment have done so. I find that the 
freight upon cattle in Queensland is much 
less than in the State which the hon. membN
for Muril1a always quotes in this Chamber. 
and which was a Tory-govcrned State for 
many yearq.-that is. 1 he Sta I<• of Victoria. 
These are the figures that I have been able 
to obtain-

I Freights per React upon Cattle. 

~-;:-cn:::~-~dar~~~-
------ ----1 s. d. i --;.-a.--

25 }files I ~ 2·1 · ;~ 0·(1 
100 CJ!iles 8 ~·~n ll 1·~ 
~8G)1llr:5 14 ~-1 17 1·-:l 
300 )!iles 19 0·5J 25 5·J 
500 ~liles 26 1·06 .IZ 2-:J 

The recent 5 per eent. increase in freights 
elid not apply to cattle. 

Mr. ~lORGA::<r: Do you say there is a rail
way of 500 miles in Victoria? 

Mr HYNES: I said that it is possible to 
carry produce 500 miles in Victoria. 

Mr. MORGA::<r : There is no railway 500 
miles in length in Victoria. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. HYNES: But it is possible to trav€1 
500 miles on the railways in Victoria. 

Mr. M oRGAN : Y cs. 

Mr. HYNES: I would advise the hon. 
member to make further inquiries before 
interjecting. 

Let us now get on to agricultural produce. 
\Ve contend that the Government, notwith
standing the fact that the Opposition call 
themselves the Country pa.rty, have done 
more towards encouraging land settlement 
than any of the Tory Administrations which 
have been in power in Queensland since the 
inception of responsible government. 

Mr. MoORE: Talk sense. 

Mr. HYNES: The rates of freight on 
-agricultural produce per truckload to the 
nearest port are-

Queen~land. Vi'torh. 
--------------------

25 Miles 
50 Miles 

100 Miles 
200 Miles 

[Mr. Hynes. 

s. d. 
3 10 
5 8 

10 2 
17 3 

s. d. 
.I 2 
7 0 

10 10 
u 4 

The rate of freight on agricultural prnduce 
other than to port in small lots per ton is-

Queensland. 
s. d. 
511 

Victoria. 
s. d. 
8 2 

Mr. MoRGAK: Thev have no differential 
charges in Yictoria. ·Did you quote the up
country figures for Queensland? 

Mr. HYNES: I will now deal with the 
freight per ton on potatoes in small lots 
other than to port-

Queen" land. 
s. d. 
4 9 

Victoria. 
s. d. 
6 4 

The hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat made the statement that the people do 
not use the long-distance passcr,ger fare con
cessions that obtain in Queensland. 

J\,1r. MORGAK: Not every day or every 
week. 

Mr. HYNES: I say they do; and hon. 
members opposite have advocated and asked 
for further reductions. 

Mr. MORGAN: We think they are entitled 
to them. 

Mr. HYNES: The following is the com
parison of the long-distance second-class 
passeng·er fares:-

' ' I I 

I
' 300 I 400 500 I 

- :lliles. . ~1iles. I :lliles. 1 

-----~-----
8. d. 8. d. s. d. 

Queemland .. I 28 9 36 0 I 4:1 0 I 
Victoria ,I 35 2 j 4~ 8 , 50 1 

(iOO 
11iles. 

s. d. 
50 0 
57 7 

Those figures which I have read out for the 
benefit of the hon. member for Murilla and 
other hon. members opposite are a cle.ar 
indication that under a Labour Administra
tion people living in the rural and remote 
parts of the State have been catered for on 
the railways to a greater advantage than 
people living in the rural and remote dis
tricts of Victoria. 

A great deal of criticism has been J.evellecl 
by hon. members opposite at the Govern
ment because the ra.ilwavs show an 
accumulated deficit. One "'"ould think, 
when listening to hon. members opposite, 
that under the Tory regime there was no 
mch thing· as a deficit in the Railway 
Department; but we know that on many 
occasions they had very large deficits. 

l\Ir. MoRGAN: Not every year. 

Mr. HYNES: \Ve know that the accumu
lated deficits of Tory Administrations of 
Queensland and other ·states put the deficits 
of the Labour Administrat.ion in the shade. 

'I' he Secretary for Rail wa,-s, in a very able 
speech delivered by him in this Chamber 
last year when this vote was under discus
sion, stated that we lost £1,000,000 on the 
agricultural railways of Queensland last 
year. The hon. gentleman very aptly rderred 
to that loss as a subsidy to country develop
ment. Do hon. members opposite object to 
subsidising country development to that 
extent? Hon. members opposite profess to 
be friends of the farmer and of the people 
settling in the State.· yet they obiert to pay
ing a subsidy for the purpose of benefiting 
those people and encouraging land settle
ment. Under the old Tory regime-and 
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there are hon. members opposite who wero 
members of the Tory Government prior to 
the advent of the Labour Government in 
1915-the Governments in power allowed an 
iniquitous and unjust measure to remain on 
the statute-book-the Railway Guarantee Act 
of 1895. Under that Act thE' people adjacent 
to a new railway were compelled to guar
antee any losses on that railway. That was 
a tremendous factor in retarding the develop
ment '?f this State: When the Labour party 
came mto power m 1915, they repealed that 
'Act and wiped out a debt of £220 000 which 
was owing by the settlers of Q~wensland. 
(Opposition interjections.) That is one thing 
that the Labour party have done for land 
settlement. The treatment that the Labour 
Administration are giving to the ·people on 
the land is reflected in the fact that we have 
a smaller pc;r~enta_ge of the population of 
Queensland hvmg m the metropolis than is 
the case in any other State of the Common
wealth with the exception of Tasmania. I 
do not want hon. members opposite to take 
my unsupported testimony for that state
ment. \Ve find these figures in the "Official 
Yea.r Book of the Cominonwealth of Aus
tralia''-

PERCENTAGE OF POPFLATlON OF STATE LIVIKG 
IN THE METROPOLIS. 

State. I Population. 

Sydney ---.-.---. -. ~--D-2-6-,0-0-0 
}Jelbourne.. . .

1

' 796,100 
Adelaide . . 260,500 
Perth 155,5q~ 
Brisbane 2 i 7, 71-l 

Percentage in 
1 :lletropoli". 

1
--I~·r Ce.nt.-

4:3•,1)5 
r>t·27 
f>l·R~ 

: 46·42 
I ~8·~i 

These figures are a clear indication that in 
Queensland the Labour Government have 
cncoc1raged rural development to such an 
extent that there is not the same tendencv 
lo drift. into the metropolis as existed 
under the Tory Administration. 

Mr. MooRE: Ho_w do you explain the 50 
per cent. decrease m land "'·ttiement? 

. Mr. HYNES: We admit that there is 
hkcly to bo a dcfieit on rail" an in a new 
country, that is, if the Administration are 
endeavouring to carry out the chief func
tion of a new railway-the opening up and 
dc•velopmc~t of the State. Any person who 
~as go_ne mto the matter and given it con
s~deratiOn must admit that railway construe
ban must precede land settlement. That is 
absolutely necessary, and it entails a loss 
on. the working of these agricultural or rural 
r~Ilways. That is a policy for which this 
Government stands. I asked the hon. mem
ber for Enoggera, when he was criticisino
the railway administration bow he would 
remedy ihe position. He' said he would 
endeavo~r to encourage land settlement. I 
have pmnte·d out that this party has encour
aged land settlement, and has encouraged it 
to a larger extent than any of the Tory 
Governments of the other States or any of 
the past Tory Governments in this State 
The only way in which the hon. member fo1: 
Enoggera and the hon. member for Murilla 
would reduce the deficit on the railwavs is 
I take_ it, by bri!'ging about retrenchm.;nt i~ 
the railway serviCe and a reduction of wages 
That is the policy they have alwavs stood 
for. It i_s a lo!l"ical conclusion that the only 
manner m whiCh they can possibly 1·educe 

that deficit, without increasing freights and 
fares, would be by reducing wages and 
bringing about drastic retrenchment and 
speeding up in the railway service. \Ve are 
opposed to a policy such as that. Taking 
all the circumstances into consideration, the 
railways of Queensland are more efficiently 
run than they are in any of the Tory
govcrned States of the Commonwealth. 

I desire to make some reference to pro
duction. This party, by building railways, 
has increased production enormously in the 
State. The agricultural industry, with 
which I have been associated all my life 
is the sugar industry, and the extension 
of our railways has been instrumental m 
increasing the production of sugar north of 
Townsvilie from 81,000 tons in 1914 to an 
estimated production of 170,000 tons this 
ypar. That is the result of the far-seeing 
and statesmanlike policy of the Labour 
Administration which is in power at the 
present time. In addition to that, as a 
rosul t of the new Tully mill and other mills 
which have been erected by this Government 
to encourage development and settlement, 
there will be something like 80.000 acres of 
suitable sugar land made available in North 
Queensland during the next few years. Then 
W<' have the soldier settlement at Maria 
Creek, where eighty soldier settlers, who 
rc·prescnt an outpost of defence for this 
country, are producing this year £40,000 
worth of cane. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the 
hon. member to connect his remarks with 
the vote. 

Mr. HYNES: I was pointing out that we 
are endeavouring to reduce the deficit on 
our railways by ei<couraging settlement and 
production. 

Another matter to which I wish to refer 
is in ('onnection with mv own electorate. I 
understand that it is the intention of the 
Go,~crnrnent to increase the accomn1odation 
in the workshops at Townsvillc for dealing 
with. rolling-stock. It is very necessary to 
do that. \Vc are situated quite a long way 
from the Ipswich 'vorkshops, and it is neces
sary for us to carry out our o\vn repairs, 
and a good deal of construction work in con
nection with rolling-stock could be accom
plished efficiently in Townsville. I trust 
that tho Minister and the Commissioner 
will see fit to give us more accommodation 
in the Townsville workshops than we have 
at the present time. It is true that there is 
a considerable sum on the Estimates this 
year for that purpose. 

At 4.20 p.m., 
Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic). one of tlw panel of 

TemporaTy Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. HYNES: I also hope that the :Jiinister 
will see the advisability of giving us a new 
goods-shed in Townsville at as earlv a date 
as possible, because the cost of handling 
goods in Townsv!lle is higher than it is in 
<cny other part oi the State owing to the 
obsolete methods and the lack of facilities 
there at the present time. 

'l'hose are two important things in connec
tion with the North. Not only does it affect 
my electorate, but it effects the whole 
of the Korth which is served bv the Northern 
railway. The cost of handling goods i•1 the 
Townsville goods-shed certainlv must be borne 
by the consumers who are" living out at 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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Clon0urry and west of Cloncurry, and the 
people who are sc'ttled in that part of the 
State should be considered bv the Adminis
trat ioTl. I am snro that the Minish'r will 
see the adrisability of giving ns as spec·dily 
as pc· :'ibio a n<>w goods-shed with better 
fac;! itic•; for handling goods and trafllc than 
we have at the present time in Townsville. 

Mr. ELPIIINR'fONE (O:rlry): The big 
protJI,..,nt surrounding our railways in Queens
land is not going· to be soln··d by P-imply 
~nak;n'.~ a~""rtion~ across the floor of this 
ChandH·r n~ io what past GovC'rntncnt'" haYO 
nr h;-;vP not done or ·what other States aro 
doinr:. Thn blunt. cold fact remains that 
·QueNlsland is being bled by the railways at 
the fll"'Sf'llt mornenr, and has been bled to tne 
extent nf about :fll.OOO,OOO in the la·t nine 
yPal , a f',tc.dr~ of affairs which is S{~riously 
rPHed ing itself upon the cotnmunity gcner-

Tiw position we have to face is to find 
what can be done to remedy that position. 

'The irnpro\·Pnwn1s that ca.n be int.!'odnced 
1-~T() in rn:~ judgnH'nt, apparent, and sLould 
recf•iH:- considentt ion, because the cost of 
adm!nl~tering i-hc railways undf'l' 0xisting 
'<'ondiCons is 11ot going to be rcduerd; that 
::j, 1.ho exronditure is going to LecrnrH· greater 
.a~· the yr~ars go on unle:;:s soHlC for111 of 
t-'f·onorny iB introduced. 

The hr>11. n.em bPr for \Varwick ve·r.v rightly 
pointer! oqt that tlw other State" in the Com
lt'Onv\'Pfllth. \Vhose railways arc in a very 
much rnnre satisfaetory condlt1on finanf'ially 
than {)lll'S, haVC round it DPC('S•Cll'~T in Qll0 

to ('XfWn-d at lc1st £30.000 in ft;1ding out 
vvhaL dirf'ction cconorniPs and n ltrTa,i ions 

-ran lw dfcr:tcd, and surely it is up to l)ucens
land to conRidl'r whether so1nething of that 
na1un~ can be done when onr lo:-:s amounts 
in approximately £1.500.000 a year. I do not 
think any of us really apf>rP('iate \vhat a. 
\ ('rv sprious drain that grc'at loss ln::.s upon a 
smt1!l C()Jlltuunlty such as \>'f' han:- in (~uPcns
hnd. \Ve have g;ol. so used to this "'mnal 
def-icit t.hat 1;'.'0 look unon it as being almost 
rwcr>:· al'''; but tlh~ effect of it is ,~(~l'\' far
n~;l('hi·'U.. If mean.:; can l1c found of rctlu('ing 
thnt ]o...;~ and of intro-dul'ing .a. l1ttle hone 
·of n~!iPf in regard to taxatlon in the minds 
o£ 1!1n"r~ \vho arc reallv rC:3l)O! ..:iblt> for tho 
indu .u·i" I a.cti,·itie'· of· the St te. the dfoct 
it "oLdd have '" ouid be remarkable. 

H has been arc;ued that land sPttlemcnt 
heno•(it,, by the e'<:tPnsion of the railways. 
I' it. not a fact that last vear land 'i•ttlemcnt 
in Qu ·ensland actuallv ,\·ent back? Does it 
not 1nenn, therefore. that that false basis of 
rensonjng is one 1.hat must be discourng{'d ·: 
It is no good con.•:oling ourscl ve>s with the 
fncL that w·hat \VO aro 1osin~ on 1 ho ont> 
hand \VC are rnakillg on the otlu~r \\·h('n aC'tual 
f.tai :,tics prove oth,Pnvi~o. r:rhc l'{_•nort the 
Departmr•nt of Public Lands th;s y·r,ar very 
sad rt!adu1g to ono who looks for this cxpen-
f'1itun~ on the raiJ\Yays to glyo inrrc asC'd 
incorne from land. \Vhen there no sign 
of the rr-lief Oi' compensation wo \Yore expect
ing in the Lands Department. wo are forced 
to look for such relief elsewhere. 

. A great deal has been said about political 
mtorfcrenc-' wtth the conduct of the railwavs. 
There is no doubt that in da:'s gone ·by 
dunng the hfe of this present GoYernment 
political interference was indulged in to a 
very largo extent, but I think-and it is a 
healthy sign-that the evidences of political 
intPrferenre are not so great as they used 
to be. The Minister seems to think that it 

[Mr. Hynes. 

is best that his executive officers should be 
allowed freedom of judgment up to certain 
limits. I think that the Railway Department 
would be better still if it were left entirelv 
free from political interference, although I 
do not think that interference is so great 
as it once was. As hon. members are prob
ably aware, South Australia was in a diffi
culty about its raihva}·s, and decided to 
import a Railway Commi:,sioner, and a Mr. 
\Vcbb was brought over and installed in the 
position If mv information is correct-and 
I am sure it is-the first step on which he 
insisted was that some steps should be taken 
to relieve the over-staffing of the service, 
and I am informed that the figure which 
was mentioned was between 30 per cent. and 
40 per cent. 

lVIr. WEIR: Now you are in your element. 

Mr. ELPHI="STONE: I shall be frank 
in what I have to say, and I shall tell hon. 
members what I have to recommend. Mr. 
Wcbb insisted that that step should be taken, 
,end in mv opini•m the railways in South 
\ustralia are very much the better for it. 

Tasmania also was in a difficult position in 
regard to its railways, and it went to one uf 
our best managed railway systems-that of 
Victoria-and now the third Commissioner 
of the Victorian Railwavs has control of the 
rrasrnanian system with a vie\V to introducing 
thC> ncce~sar> irnprovemonts. and the indica
tions arc that those improvements are having 
the desired effect. I contend that, quite 
regar-dless of what we may think of our 
officers-and mv opinion of· them is a high 
nnc-sonw outside opinion based on the ex
perience of other States could not but be 
holpfnl in suggesting way- >vher'by our 
SY·-tem could be rnn more cconomicallv than 
at present. I shall just give a few impres
sions as to what in my opinion would 
result jf an lncL'pPnclent commi::;;:-::ion were 
anrointed, as has been done in New South 
\Vales. 

The first recommendation that would lw 
madP woulrl be that the shtff of the dqJart
ment shoulrl be considcra bly reduced. It 
IS no good burking this question if \Ve are 
going to save thi~ annual drain on the 
resources of Queensland. On<> must admit 
that there arc more emplovees in the <lPpart
ment than the service acturtllv needs" and 
ihat being so it is ohviou~ th;tt a \Va~te of 
money is going on. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR R\TLWAYS: There are 
less per train mile now than in 1914. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:\TE: I am nnt going to 
take that into consideration. vVc have to 
look at the position as it is to-day. We are 
losinr:, a million and a-half sterling a year 
on 1 he railways. and the comn1nnit.:. cannot 
stand it, and the question is we are 
goinp: to relieve the position. Govcrn-
rnf.'nt ha.ve shown very encouragin~ signs that 
thev rcrog;nis<' that steps have to be taken 
to stop these lossPs which rue occurring year 
hv year. It is cnrouraging, for instrtnco, to 
hear the rcmrtrks of hon. members opnositc 
al•n,Jt the necessity fnr dealing \Yith the 
Chillagoe proposition. We third< the time 
has D rrivcd when ll10DC"\ stringPnc:v forces 
attention to these matters, and therefore 
I suggest that, if a comrnis:sion can1c 
hero, thev would fmd that our railways 
are much over-staffed, and if you 
have ono officer tumbling over another. 
neither can give efficient service. I know of 
nothing more demoralising than to give a 
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man work to do which he cannot recognise 
nf'cds doing. It distorts that man's whole 
outlook on his >York and his appreciation of 
what is due from him. In that regard I was 
vf'ry interested to listen to the remarks of 
the Chid Engineer of the Swiss Railwa:-·s. 
"'·horn I had the pkasure of meeting rocenlly, 
in which he pointed out that the introduction 
of a certain labour-saving machine had had 
a ce1·tain beneficial effect in improving the 
moral tone of the employed who had pre·· 
viou,[_v done the drudgery which the machine 
no·•· carried out. He argued that the men 

arc nov. more satisfied. and that 
f4.30 p.m.] thPy are doing work more in 

keeping with their status than 
when doing this mechanical work which 
hithPrto the:; used to perform. I argue that 
the samo thing applies here. I t1avo no 
complaint what•Yer to make against the 
r;1ilwa:v employees, but I am sin1Ply making 
t!J' sta.temc•nt that a system which permits 
more men to be engaged than thc're is actual 
work for has a demoralising effect on the 
n.H'n in kcr:_ping the1n in unneccssar_y posi
tions. and It affects the efficient man who 
would be required under any circumstances. 

Tiw secnnd suggestion which should be 
mack i:-< that,, w}wn tnont:>y is costing us the 
rnornJP!lS prif'n that it is to-day-it is costjng 
'" at least 50 pet· cent. more than it did 

da:cs-and when the cost of railway 
is twice and son1otimes threC 

tinH" a~~ rnuch as the cost of construction 
was gone bv-1£ mv n1emory serves 
m·• I und0rstand otho Bow;m coal-

r:t iln ay cost something like £12,000 
PPr milc•-an nn~eard of figure in days gone 
G,v---aucl when th1s money wh1ch costs so much 
only goc:; a frnchon of tlw distance that it 
usr·d to I!O in pre-war days, and when 
the matc•rials necessary for the construe-

of our raihvay:..~ aro so much 
'l''<'l' than they used t-o be. surely the 

( 1nt:nJ!S rnan must recognise that it is timo 
t0 call a halt in rcgar.d to railwav construe
: iorr CX:(·f'JJt jn dirPctionR that are~ ah:;:olutclv 
nt'<'l'-..<11'.'. 1 rnake bold to suggest that. {£ 
J I!\- CO!nrnis~ion \YCrP utilised' !1en•, they 
\"dJ rid undoubtedly rnako a rerommendatioll 
in th:~t direction. It would sugg<o-;t the mtro
(nctton vf pief'L\.York in our workshops wherc

py,_.r lt cm1 po-",slbl:v he on(rc1 rrocl jn. I kno\v 
th<Jt. it i:-' a rod r;:tg t.o a b~ll>:>t'o mention this 

l·on. members opposit0, to whom the intra
of ni0C0\YDrk lTICBns the broaking nn 

of llw solidMit.v of labour, and the-reby 
to the:n the jobs that keep them on 

~P'lt3. 1 c.an undcr . ..;tand t.heir nntnral 
to my contention: n0vcrthcl0ss it 

uo~ nrf'vcut mf~ makin~ it. T argue that. 
if pir>r<f'work. or pa.~'ntont by r0~nlts. or "'\vhat
Pvrr you l!kc~ to rall it. vvaf' introduc0d into 
1 hP ,;·orkshons nnd0r the dirPC'tion of the 
!hLitr.1tion Court, vou wonld undnl!.btcdlv 
f'l-fct't con~ir1crahl0 Cconon1y, and these arO 
titnP~ for e{'OTIOILiS]ng. 

Th• R>:cHET\RY FOR Penuo IKSTHFCTIOX: 
At the Imwich workshops they can do work 
H'l'_\" much ch0<1per than it cRll bP rJone br 
~;r i \Ta tr, entcrpri~,o. 

Mr. ELPHI:\'STONE: I am very glad to 
hear that. I have alroadv said that I have 
absolutely no complaint t~ make against the 
employees of the Railway Department. 

The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRCCTION: 
You ,,-,nt to see two men scrambling for ono 
man's job? 

Mr .. ELPHINSTO::-.i'E: I contend that it is 
possible to economise in the way I have 
suggested. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC Il\STRUCTION : 
You are ipsulting the workers. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I leave the workers 
to be the judge of that. I have a large 
number of ."ailway workshop employees living 
in my electorate, and they do not recognise 
evidences of the insult that the hon. gentle
man talks about. If one is to judge by my 
increasing majorities from time to time it 
looks as ·though the workers place more 
reliance on my judgment than on that of the 
hon. gentleman. 

Another matter I want to refer to briefly 
is in regard to overtime. I suggest that this 
matter bo very seriously considered. Over
time must bo cut out wherever and whenever 
possible. Quite recently 1 was rather dis
tressed to he<1r from a very reliable source 
that a certain engine-driver was fined £5 by 
his union for picking up twenty minutes on 
a run. 

Hon. ::VL J. Krnw.\X: I do not belien' it. 
I would like to know the name of the driver 
and tho name of the union that lined him. 

Mr. ELPHI="STONE: I am making that 
~tatemPnt. There are certain hon. gcntlcrnen 
in ;~his Chambel' to-dav who know that the 
statC'ntPnt. I an1 mnki'ng is correct. l-Ion. 
gentleman opposite who have to support any 
system wbich gives the unions dominance o-:er 
the men so that thev have not an opportumty 
of voiclng- their op~nions, of course, \vill <:all 
that bunkum, but that do0s not upset the 
argu1nent. 

'I.' he m xt point I am going to mention Is 
this: As indic:Jted the o(hPr mormng·, 
labour-saving devic0., have got to be intro
duced. It was very pleasing to hear the 
hon. member for Bowcn state that our 
coalmines had now arrived at that stage 
v hen ln hour-s::J ..._,ing- devices had to hP intro
ducPd to sPcure Overseas trade. \Vhencver 
\VC r-an save co~ts by introduci·ng labour
saving machinery it must- bo done. By that 
means again we .,-ould help to rodnce the 
cost of upkeep of our rail\·, ay system. 

Another suggestion that might be made is 
in regard to running excursion trains. If hon. 
members stndi0d the Finglish railways. they 
,yould find that excursion trains are run on 
everv C'Onceivablf' occasion, the objf'ct, no 
i!oubt. being to keep the rolling-stock con
tinually working. B,'" that means the over
head char~es are reduced on the sntcm as 
a whole. ~V\t.,..c do run excursion trains here, 
but I suggest to those in charge of the 
administration of our railways that they 
k!'''D hPforc then: I hP c>·idPn<:<' th~t other 
parts of the worlrl furnish, and run excursion 
trains on ever,y possible occasion, as such a 
practice would tend to economy. 

Hon. 2\L J. KIRWAX: You cannot c;et car
riag< ; nnw. because they arc all used in the 
oxctusion trains that are being run to 
Sydney and Melbo~rne. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I was hoping that. 
when the hon. mcrnhPr for Brisbane assumed 
the hononrable distinction of ministerial 
ran!c he would also assume ministerial 
dignity. and I hope that we shall not in the 
future have those loud interjections from 
him flung across the Chamber. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: A lecture on dignity. 

Mr. Elphinstonr.l 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We should run 
shopping excursion trains on certain days in 
the week from the populous suburbs to the 
metropolis, because any step which will fill 
our passenger trains is the essence of 
economy. 

Another suggestion that might be made is 
that we should buv our materials in the 
cheapest market consistent with quality. 

Mr. BRUCE: From Germany 1 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Yes, certainly, 
from Germany, if n0eessary. The Common
wealth Govermment protect locar industries 
with tariffs and dumping duties. The time has 
corue when we have to maintain our position 
among nations on our efficiency and not on 
sentim0nt. This countrv has had too much 
sentiment attached to it of late. It is now 
right up against the question of £ s. d., as 
hon. members opposite have begun to appre
ciate. That being so, you have to study this 
position, and buy in the cheapest market, 
consistent with quality. \Ve protect the Aus· 
tralian industries by imposing tariffs and 
dumping duties and, with that to help them, 
the Australian manufacturer should be satis
fied. I make bold to srty that the time has 
come when we should consider whether our 
tariff is not too high, and whether it is not 
encourag·i:qg Inefficiency among our manu
facturers in Australia. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Order! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: My remarks are 
ql!ite in keeping with this vote, Mr. Dunstan, 
because I am trying to show that the depart
ment •·hould buy their materials in the 
cheapest market consistent with quality, and 
protection to Australia is provided in the 
duties and dumping duties which the Federal 
Government impose. 

Another point-and quite a sore point
but one which is bound to arise in these 
times of difficulty-is in regard to the 
methods which arc being employed to subsi
dise and bolster up industries by concessions 
in regard to railway freights. I well remem
ber certain remarks of the President of the 
Arbitration Court, who said that, if an 
industry could not pay a wage which the 
court thought necessary, then that industry 
should go out of cxist.ence. 

Mr. vVEIR: Then the cattle industry should 
go out of existence. 

M1·. ELPHINSTONE: The time has 
arrived, especially as money is assuming so 
important a position, when we in Queensland 
will have to consider that matter. If an 
industry is to he bolstered up to keep its 
head above water, careful scrutiny should 
be made to see that it is being conducted 
with proper efficiency, and that everything 
poscible is done by the industry to assist 
itself. My investigations-and they are con
siderable-showed that in recent years 
these industries have not employed the 
efficiency they should to see that their 
products are markded in a profitable man
ner. It seems to me l!nfair that the pro
gress of Australia should be handicapped by 
those drags on the taxpayer, and by the 
bolstering up of industries which in some 
cases are doing very little from an efficiency 
point of view to place their products in an 
attractive manner on the market. I quite 
agree that the introduction of some of these 
suggestions which I make bold to put before 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

the Committee might bring about a certai"' 
amount of temporary dislocation; but I 
argue that the relief which I believe some of 
my suggestions would mtroduce would bo 
immediatelv reflected m less <;!ram upon the 
taxpayer ,;f Queensland, which is stifling 
industry and development m so man~· chrec
tions. We recognise that industrwl dm·elop· 
ment is stagnant. and any 1nan of _an 
observant nature can sec that that sl agnatwn. 
is induced by high taxation a'1d the lack of 
money for the advancement and deyelopment 
of the State. If that is the positiOn-and 
most of us admit it is-then we are bound 
to search through all these variou~ channels 
to find out some rneans of ('eonon1l~,lng, and 
surelv the Railway Department is one of tho· 
departments that most needs attcntwn. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barroo): It is not of~en 
that we have an opportunit:-· of onerhauhng 
tbe raihvavs in 8 fiO'uratiYC' sensf'. Hon. 
rncmbe,r.::: o~pposite ha~f' con1pluincd in the 
past that they have not. been a blc to g-et !D· 
tho Estimates of the Railway Department m 
the way they desired. To-day .. :·1·h0n the 
npportu'nity was provided, the rntiClSrrt that 
has been advanced has not been ver~· dan;ag
ing nor yet very drastic, and the :::;olutlons 
offered are onlv th" same old hackneyed 
eolutions that hO:ve been offered from time to· 
time. 

One would have thought that the hon. 
member for Oxley would ha.-e brought. back 
Borne new ideas as a ,r;:_~sult of h1:-" tnp _to 
j he other side of t.he world, but w<' fu'd h1m 
merely perpetuating the same oh! doctrine of 
conservatism in ib apphcatton to 1nclustry .. 
[ do not think that the solution sug-gc'stcd by 
the hon. member is a solution at all. \Ve 
have to remember, an1ongst other t~lit.)vs. th.at 
here in Queensland ·we hao;c a chs.tin.c·t d1s
.r:1dvantao-e so far as rail·waY transit IS ('011-

nerned. "Hon. membe·rs must tDkc that factor 
i"!lto consideration in a.rrivi11g at a deter
Jnination as to our railway po\iC'y and pro
g-ramme As \YC all know: the n1ost surce~sfyl 
1 aih\Tavs are those pa;;:.;;1ng through fcrt1lc 
and h'ighly produdiYe countr0·, and lifting· 
freights and passe~Jgers at r~~ul·n~ and clo_:w, 
int€rvals Under those condHwns CYery rail
way must pay, and. if you ap]>ly tl.10se. tes!s 
to railways like those of VIctontt,. li: Js 
obvious that the railways of VIdoi'Ja. must 
chow to better advantage than the rmlways 
of Queensland. 

Mr. :MoRGAN: \Vhy did our railways pay in 
1914? 

Mr. B'CLCOCK: The hon. member who 
interjected is perpe~ually and _incessantly 
telling us of the ,.lanes of Vrctona. yet the 
hon. gentleman left Victoria to farm m 
Queensland. I ea nnot understand. that. After 
all, the railway fare to V1ctona Is m! so far 
as the hon, member is concernPd, and there 
o.re no other circumstances that I know of 
debarring him from going back to Victoria. 

Mr. :MORGAN: \Vhy did our railways pay 
in 1914? We had the same territory and a 
smaller population. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I wish to deal with some 
of the solutions suggested by the hon. mem
ber for Oxley. F;.1st, the system of paym~nt 
by results. That is a hard,v <;nnu":l wh1ch 
the hon. member continually brmgs .mto this 
Chamber. Who is going to det~rmme _what 
a·re the desired results 1 Thrs contmual 
reiteration of payment by results in . the 
Government service is, in the final analysis, a 
slur on the men in the employ of the 
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Gov0rnment, because it is sL1gg0sting that 
they have somethmg better to give under 
that system than they give at present. It is 
n slur on the supervising executives of the 
various departments, by reason of the fact 
that we must come to the conclusion that, if 
the men are not doing tbe fair thing under 
the present system of paymenl·, then the 
executive officers are failing in their duty by 
not passing them out. 

Hon. members on the other side seem to 
think that we stand for inefficiencv in the 
railway service. "''c do not stand for ineffi
ciency. Any man who stands for inefficiency 
in a big organised service like the railway 
service is a fool. The sooner Wt! realise 
that we must have efficiency in the conduct 
of our services, the better it will be. The 
hon. member has ,;ugge>tcd th · elimination 
of a big number of employees, basing his 
estimate on the South AL1stralian figures, 
where he said some 40 per cent. of the 
total number of railway vmployees had been 
dispensed with. 

J\ilr. ELPHINSTONE: I said from 30 per cent. 
to 40 per cent. 

Mr. BULCOGK: It is rather significant 
that there have been quite a number of 
reinstatcments of recent date in South Aus
tralia, as it was found impossilJ!e to conduct 
the railways under the big drastic retrench
ment that took place. There are only two 
\vay~ in which working costs can bf' reduced 
in a country like Qu.'ensland. One is a 
reduction of wages and in the cost 0f 
material. and the othN is a reduction in 
the staff. I believe that in our railway 
system wo have got down to the bone in 
everv direction. I believe that we erred 
on the side of stringency and cheeseparing 
on ono occasion. We cannot expect a rail
way system like ours to pay, carrying, as it 
a !ways has done, tho ccst of development. 
Th:' capital that returns nothing year in and 
yt~a_r out, owing to our cnmprPhon~ive railway 
policy, must be taken into consideration in 
del<'rmining the [mal value of our railways. 
Tlw hon. member for Oxley has suggested 
that the railways do not bring about land 
sPttlcmPnt, b0causp thPn~ has bPPn a dinlinu
tion in land settlement during the past 
twelve months. 

Mr. MORGAN: Is that not true? 

Mr. RULCOCK: I am prepared to admit 
that it is true in Queensland bnt is it not 
also true in every other part ~f the world? 

Mr. MOORE: No. 
Mr. BULCOCK: It is hue in every other 

rart of the world, and there are economi:c 
reasons which justify that. Farming is be
coming an industry that is more expensive. 
Moro machinery is used, men can do more 
work, and less labour is re(]uircd; bigger 
areas can be cultivated; and all these factors 
have taken the (]Uestion of farming away 
from the small man with a small holdino
and made it a question for the big man with 
machinery and a big holding. That is one 
of the reasons why there has been a diminu
tion. The hon. member for Oxley should 
takB another factor into consideration in this 
connection. Although there has heen a 
diminution in land settlement during the last 
twelve months, would the diminution have 
been gr·catly in excess of what it actually 
is had the railways that have been buift 
into our agricultural areas not been built? 
We know that there has been a considerable 
range of settlement in Central Queensland 
where we anticipate there is going to be ~ 

big development in farming, and more 
especially in the growing of cotton. You 
cannot eliminate the consideratwn of the 
development in farming and the establish
ment of a new industry. It is the progress 
in these directions that makes a State great. 
The recent increase in freights and fares 
was brought about because of increased work
ing costs. 

The hon. member for Oxley suggests that, 
if an industry does not pay, it should nut 
get any cDncossions; and that we should 
close down certain industries. Let us analyse 
the cattle industry from that point of view. 
For some considerable time we were giving 
the cattle men very substantial considera
tions, not only in regard to railway h·eights, 
hut also in the matter of rentals and in 
connection with the wages paid to the 
employees. ·with the revision of 1·ailway 
frc'ights there VI as no increase on cattle, 
while the rates on ~hecp and wool and other 
commodities, both going and coming, were 
substantially increased. 

Mr. MORGAN: Cattle freights have been 
increased by 64 per cent. 

Mr. BULCOCK: 'There was no increase 
on cattle freights on that particular occa
sion, and, in spite of what the hon. member 
for Mlil·illa may ~ay, the freight on cattle 
per traiE mile in Queensland to-day is the 
lowest cattle freight in Australia. The hon. 
member can quibble and equivocate and by 
a thousand explanations try to damn that, 
but that is in some degree in the nature of a 
concession. vYould the hon. member for 
Oxley suggest that we should put up the 
cattle freights 20 per cent., as \\as clone in 
the case of sheep? I say that some definite 
arrangement ehould be entered into, and 
railway freights adjusted arbitrarily from 
time to time in accordance with the pros
perity of the industry. We find there has 
Leen another rebound in wool. \Ye saw that 
wool yesterday brought unprecedented 
prices. I say that the Government would be 
more than justified in raising the freights 
on wool in accordance with the earning 
capacity of the wools which are sent to 
market from time to time. 

I want to congratulate the :Minister on 
having kept the construction work on the 
Longreach-\Vinton line going. True, owing 
to the exigencies of the situation, it is to be 
regretted that a number of men have been 
displaced, but I believe that a number of 
those men were displaced at a good time 
in the year, when it was possible for some 
of them at least to be absorbed in shearing 
sheds and sugar works, and in various other 
industries. For the balance of the men dis
placed, of CDurse, the position is rPgrettable, 
but it was unforeseen. This question 
of the unforeseen dismissal of employees 
1s one that might receive more con
sideration in the future than has been 
given to it in the past. I would urge that, 
when a railway construction policy is 
embarked upon, it ought to be posciblc, now 
that we have adjusted our loan money on 
a pretty fine basis and know how much loan 
money can be used for railway construction, 
to determine the number of men who can 
be employed year in and year out from the 
commencement to the end of the job. If we 
could do that, we should save the permanent 
dislocation year in and year out which occurs 
through our not being able to determine 
V\ hat our financial policy in regard to rail
way construction will be in tho following 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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year. If we could adopt a policy that would 
allow us to employ a permanent number of 
construction men year in and year out on 
the various jobs we undertake, it would be 
better than our present haphazard svstem of 
employing a large body of men and having 
a Lig plant in order that the men might 
work efficient!:,, and then discharging a larg0 
number of men and keeping only a small 
.number working with ihe plant not fully 
utilised. 

In the course of the next vear or so we 
shall complete our railwa; construction 
policy. I understand that· the 'Northern 
railway will be completed to Cairns in the 
near future. and I suppose it will not be a 
matter of many years before the Long-rcach
'\\'inton connection will be made. That is a 
most valuable and necessary connection. 

There is another connection which I think 
should be made before we abandon onr 
railway policy. 1 think money might be 
spent on other phases of work after we have 
eotablished a network of railwavs which will 
be strate"ically sound and enable us to 
withsbnrl the rav-ages of drought and the 
vicissitudes of nature in other dirortionR. 
Thern hR~ bPPn for rrtan,y- yPars an ag-itation 
for the hnildin!(' of a line from Blackall to 
Charleville. The loss of stock in one bad 
year vvhcn there was a drought in the :\'orth 
would bo equivalent to the cost of building 
~hat raih··av. With the present indications 
m regard to sheep and the extension of 
sheep-growing activities in the ~orth, il is 
ohvirms that, if a big drought •trikcs the 
North, there is going to be a disastrous 
RITl~~h. 

\V" cann-:Jt 9.fforrl to lose our most ya]uahle 
a~Rcts of sht~0r) nncl wooL If wP bnild a rail~ 
way to ca.rry shc"p from the North to thP 
South m· from th,, South to the North. we 
shall f'f>rtainhT min1mi~e our losses C'Onsidrr
a bly. It is obvious that it is not often that a 
drought strikPs the whole of the State. 
'.VhPn. 1hc South is ~roug-ht-stricken. agist· 
mpnt IS !('<'nf'ra lly avadable in the North. if 
the cattle and sheep can only be travelled 
over tJH' barren stretch of dron!rht.affiictor! 
country h0twe0n. If the Ch"rl0nlle-Blacknll 
!me were built, it is obvious tho,t we v. o11ld 
be able to cope with the threat of national 
disast0r-and it is a national threat-antl 
transport our florin and herds to th" p]acr, 
whPrP they could use the pa.stnro thaJ was 
offering and RO cconomisC' our n~1t1onn l 
l'Psources. I hone that, as the Raihnv 
Department has b~en showing- an apprf'cia
tJon of national radwavs In nt her diructio·1~ 
so it will not lose siQ"ht of the necessih t~ 
build that line as soon as possible. " 

I noticP in the v0to some provision for thn 
accommodation of fPttlers in fcttling camps. 
T ha·n• no nartE niar critiriRlTI to offrT~I 
know the Railway Department aH' very ha,·d 
rushf'd financiallv at all timc,-hut I· "·onld 
ask the :VIinister in allocating- the vot" to 
fake into ronsidera1 ion the cli1natic C'Ondltions 
il' which the men concerned hnYP to .,,ork. 
That is to say. I suggest that he should not 
allocate the greaicr part of th<' YOtl' to 
districts where the conditions of elimatP are 
fai!·ly fa;·onrahle but make tb,, _greatpr par1 
of Jt ava1lable to fettlers and their wivcs aPd 
families in the wc'st and north of the State. 
wher•J conditions of life a·re vcry hard and 
r•_roper accommodation is sincC'~·ply appre
Ciated. On some branch lines the accommorh
tion at present leaves a g-oorl dca 1 to he 
rlesired. I refer in part·icular to the Blackall
Yaraka lino as an object lessO'l in what not 
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l<> do. I hope th.? Minister will give some 
considcration to the question of the accom
morlation of the'e men who are engaged in 
the YPry l1f'C'f'~R<t n~ work of making our rail
VYays safe and r•fticienL 

I would also like, to raise a ()Uc,tion which 
may not be Y<'ry ralatablP. I refer to the 
fu1ni~atlon of our sl00ping carri~H{Ps. I do 
not want to lnboqr that point, but I hope 
that thte Mini"ter will s·cc that the c]Peping 
berths and bPddino; are fumig-ntcd rc·g-ularly, 
because I haY8 had personal cxpcri('nce not 
long sincA in that dircction. I think that 
regular fumif!ation for the destruction of 
Yf'rmin is very nc'cessary, bPcausc I think 
some of us doubt whether it is wise to take 
our portmanteaux to our homes aftP>' they 
baye bPen in some• of our rolling-stock for 
fear of contaminating them. 

Now I want to havo a word or two to say 
about "\Yhat i-; kno~vn as the once-a-voar con
cc,sion. Hon. mPmbers on the oihor side 
haYe not dealt with this question. Of course, 
we could probably raise thousands of pounds 
a year in additional roycnue b;v wjping it 
out. hut· then " ' would not give the women 
~1nd chilflrPn the opportun1i-y of f'oming to 
t hA coast -every year at a reduced ra tc. 

:VIr. ;\foRG.IX: That has nov0r b0en hinted 
on this side yet. 

:':VIr. BULCOCK: ;\fo, bnt hon. memhcrs 
opposite say that we should rednce working
east'. \Ve "conlrl rlo so hv withdrawinQ" this 
couce>,ion, hut that is a thing that should not 
he rlon<•. althoug·h, liko evr'rv other· good 
thing. ]t i~ suh1Pr:. to some nbni:.\P. It wns 
introilu('Pd ~o ibai- woincn ani! childrPn could 
tran'l from their honws in the \Vest to the 
sca".idc once- a :n•:u· jn orfl.pr that thcv mig-ht 
r<'cunerate and th. ' the children might have 
a holitlav and a <'hnnge of clim:de.; bnt it 
was int0nrl0cl oTJlv for th0.~P who~" circurn
:--hlnC'f'S did not l)~'·rnlit them to traYf'l ln the 
nrditJfll'Y ln""'{uriou .. ·, wn;v of a first-dass car
Jia!!C' arHi sleDning-lwrth. I think it wonld be 
n gnod idf'~ if thP ::\linlster \vonld makP one 
f'ar on ('ll.Ch train avai1flhle for users of this 
l':1rtic•nlnr COf'Cfls:;;inn and cnt out an:v class 
c1i.;::tiPf'tion. Tl>Pre are fJcon1c who ran well 

fiord to tran'l first-rlass and who came down 
l'vcrv vcar b0for0 tho conc:es:-;ion came into 
nper.otion. but vvho now avail thems0lves of 
it. I take it that it "as not intnndcd that 
th0v should do so. and, if one dass Wf're 
est~ blishrd on Pach tJ·a,in, and one car set 
nsid(l for u"Pl'S of the concP~<'~:on. we n1ight 
bo ablP to giv·c 0Y0n a grf'iltf': reduction of 
f::11 (''? thnn ''"8 clo. and ('f'rt<..inlv ·Nfl would 
benefit the r'lnss for whom the concession was 
intenrl<'n. anrl not enable pcople to avail 
th<'mst']vF., nf it wiw should not do so bul vvho 
thus evr~dc iheir obligations to the Sbt~:c 

T want to say a word or two generally 
''hout the conrluct of the Railwav Depart· 
rneni- ''0 far as it affe(·ts mv e1ectnr~te. Hon. 
:11crnbcrs opnosite have sU.ggestcd something 
nbrnt political influencP. I will he frank 
a hom the matter. I very frN1ucntl v regret 
that we cannot use more political influence 
to get certain things that we desire to obtain. 

I do no' bcli·evc in political influ
[5 p.m.] cnee in tht'ory, bnt cvPry man in 

this Chamber bf'liews in politi< a] 
influence in practice when it suits him to do 
so. and it is no use hon. members caYilling 
abont the issue. or g-citing up and saying 
that thev would not have a word with the 
C::ommi,sioner about getting- Bill Smith trans
fprred if Rill Smith was in their electorate. 
It is no good hon. members cavilling about 
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the issue or throwing innuendoes across the 
Chamber that they do not believe in political 
mana~ement. No big institution and no big 
?rgamsatwn can be managed by political 
~nfl~ence,_ but in the little things we are 
JUstified 1_n as~tng for concessions. In many 
of the big thm~s~things of policy-things 
of moment-the Commissioner and the Min
i;te•· look at the business side of the question 
~nd not at the side of how it is going to 
mfluence a. member's vote, or what is going 
to happen to a ccrl a in representative. I 
be!Jeye that the Minister has adopted the 
right policy in this direction, and we should 
not cavil at a question that mirrht involve 
the transfer of Bill Smith, ,;ho rightly 
deserves a transfer, but whose claim -has 
never been heard. 

I h~ve wry little complaint to make 
rcgard1~1g th? running of trains, etc. 1\!J.any 
peop]e m Bnsba1w say that our railway sys
tem IS meffic1cnt. I do not believe that it is 
inefficient. ~\!Iany people say that, if the 
railways were conducted under a different 
systc-m of managPment~that was suggested 
by the hon. member for Oxlev this afternoon 
~the railway•, would be in a'bettor position. 
I do not behove that. I believe that we have 
peculiar problems. and problems that we 
ha Ye to settle 111 our o'vn way, and we can 
best settle those problems by availing our
Bcln>s of the mature experience of the gentle
men who have served their time with our 
Railway Department. I do not believe that 
auy valuable rcsu!J would accrue from brin~
ing a Commi~s1oner from some other part ~f 
the world to tell us how to run our railways, 
'~hen we have the :Minister, the Commis
swn<er. the Secretary to the Commissioner. 
and men who have sp€'nt many years of 
then· ln-es m stu-dying the transport problem 
of Qneenslancl in connection with the ra.il
wa.vs. It may b-e possible. from time to time, 
to Introduce 1mprovemcnts. The department 
has not hecn tardy in that direction, .and 
wher, it has hccn conclusivclv shown that 
i.m]HOvf'ments should bo introd{wed improve
ment~ have been introduced; but' you must 
take mto cons1dention the fact that we have 
Buch a vast State, such a long railway 
tmkage. so much country that is barren ,and 
waste. and so much f'ountry given up for 
sheep walks and cattle pastures, so much 
·country to _be tapped by our railv. ays, and 
so many railways to be built in the develop
ll1Pnt of the countrv--and 1hcY arP not novv 
puying even axle gi;case, hut ~ill do so in thP 
~uturp-an~ ba]an('c all those things against 
the wellbPmg of the community. The pro
cluctwn antl lramportation of foodstuffs for 
the communitv is the first essential, and if 
wf' havP .. a deficit. we can make it g-ood out 
of consolH'lated revenue by taxi11g the people 
who arc b<·st able to boar thos<> taxes, and at 
the. least we can transport food to the people 
at the lowest possible cost. 

At 5,5 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAX resumed the chair. 

' Mr. NO'I'T (Strmlr y): This dl'purtment 1s 
another 1llustrat10n of failure on the part of 
the present Aclministt·ation. I must voice my 
prott':-i. aga1nst being ask·ed to 1'peak on this 
vote bcfor.c I have received the report of 
the Comm1sswner for Railways. 

It is very undesirable that we should 
be ('fdlocl upon tD discuss these votes ,,-ithout 
having the report containing the latest 
figures mpplied to us beforehand. 

I have risen chiefly to speak on the recent 

increase in fares. 'l'ho Premier and the 
Secretary for Public Lands quite early in 
the sesoion explained that we had reached 
the limits of taxation in Queensland. and 
that taxation had just about reached break
ing-point. They both recognised ihat. when 
taxation reached a certain degree of inci
dence, it began to interfere not only with 
ihe business of industry but with the pros
pcrity of industry. To my mind that dictum 
was perfectly sound. Hon. members on this 
side have constantly reminded the Govern
ment that would be the natural sequence if 
taxation was advanced too far. We now 
find that the policy of the Cabinet is not to 
increase direct taxation but to obtain extra 
n:Yonue by imposing an increase in railway 
freights on those people who are removed 
from the various centres of population. 
Those freights rest very heavily on the 
people in the country. They arc only paid 
by the residents outside of the metropolitan 
area. Hon. 'members opposite are con
stantly claiming that they are out to assist 
primary production and second industries. 
There are secondary industries in lpswich-I 
rder· to the woollen mills-which arc deserv
ing of every consideration. but this extra. 
incrc"e in freight is a direct tax upon 
them. 

I wish to take as an illustration of the 
g~noral inefficiency of the raihvays the 'Ser
nce on that line which runs from Brisbane 
to Yarraman, and what I say in regard to 
1 hrs line is applicable to manv other lines. 
The distance is only 126 miles. yet ihe 
fastest train takes about ten and a-half hours 
to cume from Yarraman to Drisb.me, and it 
t&kes no less than four staffs to carry the 
tram for 126 miles. Greater consideration 
should be shown to ihe residents of Yarra
rnan and the district by running these trains 
a htile faster. There should be no difficulty 
in . the way of doing so, because there are 
qmte a number of trains running on this li1w 
both in the day and at night time. I see 
no reason why the timber or goods trains 
could not do the shunting that the mixed 
and passenger trains have now got to do. li 
that were done, it would save quite a lot 
of time. Anybody could then come down 
from round about Toogoolawah to Brisbane 
1t1 an expeditious manner. At present they 
rna~· come down by car, do thPir business, 
nnd return next day, whereas, if thcv use 
l he railway, it takes them three da:; s. · It 
takes them one day to come to Bri. bane the 
next day to -do their business. and they have 
to ait until the third day before they can 
return home. Or• account of this lack of 
facilities and also bv reason of the increase 
in fares. tlwrP is nut at pre-sent a!'l great an 
n.monnt of trai£c on thn t line> as thPr(~ ~hould 
be. A fortnigh~ a~>) I was leaYing Tou~ooia
wah for Brjsbano bv c:u·, and 110 le",,; ihan 
fi\' car-loa(Js of l?ai'sengt'l'S were corning 
do·Wll at the Sall10 tlffif~. rrhOS(~ ffiel1 Uf:Jllall V 

trayel L:v train. That show~ 1 hat thP incrPas'() 
rcct~ntly n1ade in our f~l.TPS is Jikelv to hC' a 
d~~t::-rrcnt in the n1att l' of railway traYelling. 

We have heard quite a lot of statements 
lol'ely with regard to increased traffic. If 
the matter were gone into and the traffiu 
compared with that of many years ago, it 
would be found that there is a diminution 
of traffic. When our railwavs are run like 
the ono I quoted that: cannot be wondered 
at. On that particular line for some time 
past the people of the Mount Hallon district 
have been endeavouring to get a goods shed 
or cream shed, and also a level crossing to 
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facilitate loading. There is a very fertile 
area about 6 miles from the station which 
produces a lot of goods, but on account of 
the lack of facilities, these people send their 
produce 19 miles to Forest Hill, or 8 or 9 
miles to Esk or Coominya, instead of to 
the station at Mount Hallon. The railway 
authorities may argue that, if these people 
take their goods to Forest Hill or Esk, the 
department gets the freight just the same, 
but in many cases where the produce is of 
low value men will not despatch it at all, 
and the railway does not get any freight 
from it. One reason why they prefer to 
take their goods a long distance is that, 
when they go to Mount Hallon, they may 
have to leave the produce on the wagon, 
take the horses home, and return next morn
ing to load the truck. Instead of taking that 
risk, they pr·efer to cart the produce the 
longer distance. Again, there is the difficulty 
of the level crossing. When they arrive 
within about 50 yards of the station they 
shonld be able to use a lev·el crossing and 
pull in adjacent to the platf<Jrm. For some 
reason or other that I cannot understand. 
and nobody knowing anything about level 
crossings can understand it, when a man gets 
to the station he has to go along the line 
for half a mile before he gets to the crossing, 
then cross and return that half mile to the 
station. After unloading he has to cover 
those two half miles again to get back to 
the starting point. If a level crossing were 
provided in the proper position, instead of 
travelling- those 2 miles, the farmer would 
only have to travel about 50 yards. Yet. 
the Railway Department wonder why they 
do not get all the loading they should ! 

The unfortunate part is that even when 
the train does get a full load it is still a 
losing proposition. There has been a tre
mendous loss on this lin" for some consider
able time. During the last nine years the 
loss has been in the vicinitv of £40.000 a 
year, and I hold that, if a ·sum of £20,000 
were expended in reducing some of the high 
grades and some of the sharp curves, there 
woul~ he a possibility of the lino paying, 
espcc1ally when we remember that very few 
engines coming down to Ipswich do not have 
a full load. It is a common practice for 
trains to get stuck on these high grade' 
and be forced to go back and mako a second 
run. I do not think many days pass without 
that happening. This line is within a short 
distance of Brisbane, and these things must 
be well known to the railwav officials. Hon. 
;nember~ will ~gree with me that, if anyone 
1s runnmg ra!lways or anything else as ~. 
business concern, it should be one of their 
duties to rectify these things. This is one 
of the reawns whv we have inefficiency and 
the tremendous loss that we have on our 
railways at the present time. 

Some little time ago a riuin purchased 
some cattle in the West. He wanted to 
remove them to nearer Brisbane, and he 
applied earlv in May for trucks in which 
to remove these cattle. At that time most 
men who were shifting cattle bv railway 
received a certain r·ebate on the freight. 
These trucks were not supplied until• July, 
and although they were ordered in May, the 
department would not allow the rebate that 
the owner of the cattle was justly entitled 
to. The reason given for not allowing the 
rebate was that a regulation had been issued 
in June that no further rebates on railway 
freights were to be allowed. In this case, 
!W the trucks had been ordered in May, this 
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man was justly entitled to the rebate of 3(} 
per cent. At least, that is my opinion, and 
that is his opinion. 

I would like to know why a higher freight 
per mile should be charged from Rockhamp
ton W·"Stward than is charged from Brisbane 
westward. This is the case in regard to 
power oil and material of that sort sent out 
from Rockhampton to the far western 
stations. 

There have been quite a number of remarks 
made this afternoon in regard to the rail
ways being used to develop the country, and 
it has been said that the people in the coun· 
trv should be thankful for the loss on the 
rU:ilways and look on it as a subsidy to 
assist the men on the land. Personally, I 
do not think that the loss on the railways. 
should Le looked upon a.s a subsidy to the 
primary producers. 'l'he railways are neces· 
sary, and should be one of the main factors 
in assisting the primary producers to estab
lish their industries; bLJt we must Tealise· 
that, in addition to the freights the people 
are pa:;·ing, every man, woman, and child in 
Queensland has to pay approximately £2 per· 
head in interest for the upkeep of the rRil
way;;. Several m;··mbers on the Government 
side have claimed that there has been very 
successful development during the regime of 
the Labour party, and that the Government 
are doing a great deal for the man on the 
land by way of railways. As a matter of 
fact, the previous Governments, when there 
was a more sparse population, built the 
greatest length of railways in Queensland. 
They were the pioneers in building railways, 
and they spent a tremendous amount of 
money on them, and at that time they were 
running the railways at no very great loss. 
During the last ten years the present Govern
ment have been running the same railways, 
plus a small percentage which they have 
built since, at a tremendous loss, which is 
equal to a charge of £2 per head of the 
population of Queensland. It \Yould not be 
so bad if it stopped at that; but, unfortu
nately, under their regime, land settlement. 
in Queensland has not gone along at the 
same rate that it did before thev came into 
office. As far as I can see, not only have 
the Government, by their administration, 
shown tremendous losses in the Railwav 
Department and failure to run 1 he depart
ment in an efficient manner, but they haYe 
shown just as great inefficiency in regard to 
land settlement. 

I would also like to support the suggestion 
of the hon. member for Barcoo that the 
Raih' ay Department should be asked to take 
immediate steps to see that the carriages are 
made more comfortable for travellers. They 
are very ·often in a dirty state, and on the 
line in my electorate the carriages are at 
times in a state of serious disrepair. It is a 
very common thing to have to ask for assist
ance to shut a window. The last time I was 
coming down to Brisbane it was impossible 
to open or shut one of the lavatory carriage 
doors, because the hinges were coming off. 
As there has been this very great increase 
in rates and freights, the very least the 
Railwav Department can do is to give us 
cleaner· carriages to travel in. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported pro

gress, and asked leave to sit again. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




