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Questions. [30 SEPTEMBER.] Questions. 1177 

TUESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, lliaree) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

ALLEGED OuTBREAK oF PNEUlVIONIO INFLUENZA, 
LADY CHELMSFORD HOSPITAL, BuNDAllERG. 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis) asked the hon. 
member for Bundaberg-

" \Vith reference to his statement in 
this House on the 4th instant, when, 
speaking of the Lady Chelmsford Mater
nity Hospital, Bundaberg, he said, 
' There was a serious outbreak in the 
hospital, but the oomplaint was intro
duced by a patient who was admitted, 
and one lady died,' and his subsequent 
explanation that the outbreak was one 
of pneumonic influen20a-

1. Will he furnish the date of the 
outbreak? -

2. The name of the patient who, 
suffering from pneumonic influenza, 
was admitted into a maternity hos
pital? 

3. The name of the lady who died 
during the said outbreak?" 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) replied-

•" 1, 2, and 3. In reply to the hon. 
member's questions, I would refer him-

(a) To the reports submitted by the 
City Council's health officer (Dr. 
Thompson, Bundaberg), and supported 
by Drs. Reid ,and Schmidt, who, with 
Dr. Thompson, are associated with the 
Lady Chelmsford Hospital medical 
staff. The reports state that since 1915 
over 3,000 women have been inmates 
of the hospital, during which period 
twenty-one (21) deaths have occurred 
from various causes, or a percentage of 
6 per 1,000. 

(b)' To the statutory declardion 
taken by the local police magistrate, 
J\IIr. O'Brien, from Mr. Cormack, hus
band of the decea,ed woman, Mrs. 
Cm·macl<, on the circumstances of whose 
death the member for Port Curtis has 
ba••.ed his allegations, and in which 
said declar•ation Mr. Cormack denies 
making any statement which warranted 
such allegations being made by Mr. 
Carter. 

(c) To the certificate tendered bv Dr. 
Cameron, Brisbane, who performed the 
operation, in wh; 'h Dr. Cameron ·certi
fies to the causes of the woman's death 
which causes did not warrant M/ 
Carter making such charges. 

(d) To th~ statement made by the 
nurses previOusly associated with the 
Lady Chelmsford Hospital, in which 
statement the said nurses deny having 
made any allegations ,against the hos
pital management on which Mr. Carter 
could base the charges made by him 
against either the medical staff or the 
matron and nursing staff of the insti
tution." 

ADMINISTRATION OF BmmABERG GENERAL 
HOSPITAL. 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Home Secre
tary-

" In reference to the administration of 
the Bundaberg General Hospital-

1. L; it a fact that dissatisfied rela
tiy,os are causing patients to be taken 
out of the general hospital and trans
ferring them to n private hospital? 

2. Is it a fact that sick persons 
recommended by their medical advisers 
to enter the general hospital are refus
ing to do so; -and, if so, why? 

.3. Is there any serious internal fric
tion between the management and the 
staff? 

4. Is it a fact that efforts are being 
made to get rid of the matron without 
cause, and that practically the whole 
of the nursing staff are supporting the 
matron? 

5. Has the nursing staff asked the 
Home Secretary for a public inquiry; 
and, if so, with what result? 

6. Is the matron, through her solici
tors, demanding an apology from the 
president of the committee for alleged 
insulting behaviour? 

7. Have honorary doctors recently 
resigned; and, If so, for what reason? 

8. Is there a falling off in the revenue 
n.nd the average number of patients? 

9. Does he consider that the state of 
affairs at this hospital at the present 
time is unsatisfactory to all concerned; 
a.nd, if so, what action is he taking in 
the matter? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jf ount J.f organ) replied

" 1 I have no information. 
"2. See reply to No. 1. 
" 3. The management is in control. If 

there is serious friction the management 
should remove it. 

" 4. I am not aware of it. 
"5. Yes; and it was refused. 
" 6. I am not aw<tre of it. 
" 7. I understand so, but the doctors 

have not informed me of their reason. 
"8. No information of falling off in 

revenue or in the average number of 
patients has been brought under my 
notice. 

"9. Without full information I am 
unable to answer the question, but, if 
the position is as the questions suggest, 
steps will be taken to bring Bundaberg 
and district under the Hospitals Act of 
1923." 

APPLIC'\TIOXS FRO:\! ToOWOOMBA BAND TO 
RUN LOTTERIES. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (TVynnum) asked 
the Attorney-General-

" 1. Has the Toowoomba Band made 
applications from time to time to the 
Justice Department to run lotteries, and 
were the requests granted by the depart
ment? 

" 2. If so, how many such lotteries 
have been run by them? 

" 3. Are they 'running one now? 
" 4. 'What were the date8 of applica

tion and of approval? 
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"5. What were the objects for which 
the lotteries were run? 

" 6. How much monev has been raised 
by them in the several 'lotteries? 

" 7. How is the money raised being 
distributed? 

" 8. Has he any knowledge as to the 
financial position of the band?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
1\lullan, Flinders) replied-

" 1. YcG. 
"2. Since 1st April, 1923, two have 

been granted. 
"3. No. 
" 4. An application, <lated lOth April, 

1923, was granted on 16th April, 1923, 
and an application, dated 3rc1 August, 
1923, was granted on 29th ~ovembor, 
1923. 

" 5. The application g-ranted on 16th 
April, 1923, was in aid of the Too
woomba Band Carnival funds. and that 
granted on 29th Xovember, 1923, was in 
aid of the Too" oomba Municipal Band 
and Trades Hall. 

"6. No information is available as to 
what amount was raised by the art union 
!-!ranted on 16th April, 1923. The 
divided profits in connection with that 
granted on 29th November, 1923, 
amounted to £4,568 18s. 2d. 

"7. No information is available as to 
how the money has been distributed. 

"8. No. 
"(Note.-These permits were granted 
before new regulations came into 
force.)" 

STATE~IENT Il\ " POLICE JOL:R,.,AL" IN RE 
CONSTABLE REGULATING TRAFFIC I:-! QUEEN 
STREET. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Too1,·ong) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" Will he lay upon tlw table of the 
House the papers dealing with the 
charge made against a Minister of the 
Crown by the 'Queensland Police Union 
Jour? a!' of 25th August, that !he had 
pubhcly abused a constable whilst on 
duty in Queen street, and also threatened 
his removal to Thargomindah ?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, Llf aunt .1I organ) replied-

" No. No useful purpose would be 
served by doing so. The hon. member 
may peruse them at the Home Office." 

STATEMENT IN "POLJCE JOL:HN.\L" ALLEGING 
DIFFERENTIAL TREATME:-!T OF CITIZENS OF 
BUNDABERG. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
a s~atement made by the 'Queensland 
Pohcc Union Journal' of 23rd Sep
tember, on p. 17, in an article entitled 
'.Without fear or favour,' where a charge 
IS made that differential treatment has 
been meted out to citizens of Bundaberg? 

" 2. Will he inquire into the accuracy 
or otherwise of these statements, and 
place the facts before the House?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, Mount .&Iorgan) replied-

. , 1. No. 
"2. No." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Xinth Annual Report of the Commis
sioner of Taxes on the operations of 
the Land Tax Act -during the year 
1923-24. 

Regulation 47 of the- Regulations made 
under the Primarv Products Pools 
Acts. 1922 to 1923.-

Regulation 12 of the Levy Regulations 
made under the Primary Producers' 
Organisation Acts, 1922 to 1923. 

'l'hird Annual Report of the Main Roads 
Board for the year ended 30th J uno, 
1924. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUii!PTION OF Co:IIli!ITTEE-FOUHTEENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(.l'Ir. Pollock, Gr< gory, in the chair.) 

DEPART11ENT OF MINES. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-" That £17,415 be granted 
for 'Chief Office' "-

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jonc,, Paddington): Hon. members 
will notice from the 'Cnder Secretary's report 
for this vear that there has been a distinct 
improyen'lent. in the mineral output of this 
Stah~, and also in the gold output. The 
value of the mineral output for the year wa J 

£1,823,899, an increase m: -r the figures of the 
Jll'C\'ious' year of £140,919. Unfortunately 
for the State and for Australia generally the 
copper market remains in a depressed condi
tion, with Yery little hope of revival. In 
my -opinion it is not possible-and this is 
borne out by experts not only in the Depart
ment of Mines but generally-to treat copper 
pr-ofitably in Australia under the present 
conditions-although we have some very 
high-g-rade ore-for the reason that the 
world's market price, which Australia does 
not control, is far too low. Under the condi
tions of producing copper here as compared 
with similar conditions in other countrieo, 
there is very little hope of the industry 
reviving at the present time. The price of 
copper will ha Ye to reach £80 a ton before 
the c-opper mines at Cloncurry, Chillagoe, 
and othH places in the State can be worked 
to produce copper profitably. The reason for 
that is that the methods of treatment in this 
State are not so nearly up to date as in 
America. In America under the leaching 
process and the up-to-date treatment of 
copper generally, copper can be produced at 
£42 and less per ton, so that, with that 
country controlling the price of copper in 
London and ov€rseas generally, it will not be 
possible to treat copper ore in Queensland 
mofltably under our obsolete method of 
treatme,;t. We must be more up to date in 
our methods all round. 

Lead prices have improved, and the 
present price is £33 per ton. C'ro doubt there 
is a future before !€ad and spelter, in which 
oome of the world's best authorities predict 
a shortage in the future. Australia sends to 
London 64 per cent. of the lead used in 
Great Britain, and the future for lead mining 
in the Commonwealth should therefore be 
particularly bright. 

The tin market has also improved this year . 
It improved from £180 in January to £235 
in December, and the present price is about 
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£230 or £235, the highest point reached 
being £257 per ton. There has therefore 
be •n an impwvement generally in all base 
metals with the exception of copper. 

The gold output for the year was £376,883, 
an increase of £34,583 over the production 
Df 1922. My remarks in regard to the pro
·fluction of copper also apply to the produc
tirm of gold. It is not ·a matt r of further 
gold disco,-erios in Queensland so much as 
a matter of treatment. If wo had more up
to-date methods Df saving gold and treating 
Dur alreadY discovered ore bodies, gold pro
r!uction ;,·ould be increased. I do not sav 
that it is not right to encourage prospecting, 
or that we would not welcome another Mount 
Thlorgan, Gympie, or Charters Towers, all 
Df which came to the assistance of this State 
during periods of depression. 

It is a fact-and I think there are hon. 
members on both sides of the Chamber who 
will bear me out-that we have gold lodes, 
Dro bodies, and reefs in Queensland vvhich 
would be payable if our treatment was more 
up to date and the mines generally were 
conducted on more up-to-date methods. 

The chief featur<' of the report. of the 
Under Secretary for Mines is to the effect 
·that pl'oduction has increased. I am very 
pleasr:>d to see tlnt, and I hope that during 
the pn•,,ent financial year there will also be 
an increase in th · production of the most 
important and most necessary metals. 
Special importance is attached to the dis
cussion of this vote b.\ reason of the fact 
that the mining industry is one of the most 
important industries in Australia, and par
ticularly one of the most important indus
tries in this State. Further, it is an essen
tial industry. It is essential for the reason 
that. if la1;ge s0condary industries are to 
be firmly f'Stablished and expanded and if 
they are to prosper, a good deal of attention 
must bo paid to mining development. In 
the process of that development we shall 
always have periods of depression; wo shall 
always have our ups and downs and our 
difficultie,. 

Vi'e shall have d;fficulties in production and 
difficulties in marketing by reason of the fact 
that we in Australia are handicapped on 
account of our groat distance from the 
world's market. \\' e shall have difficulties 
hecausc of the fact that we have so few 
people to utilise onr production and to utilise 
the capabilities of the StatB so far as base 
rnctals are concerned. 

These are the difficulties confronting Aus
tralia from the mining point of view. It 
devolves upon us to facB these difficulties in 
no mean carping spirit and in no jocular 
way, but rather with courage and a healthv 
optimism, recognising that there is alwayvs 
a gTave element of risk associated with the 
mining industry, and recognising too that 
thB mining industry is mostly ;peculative. 
I use the word "speculative" in the broad 
sense. The mini1~g industry. is mostly specu
lative because of Its uncertamty, and because 
Df the fact that we cannot see one pick's 
point a head of us under ground. 

We should also realise in discussing this 
mining· vote that, if Australia is to become 
a groat country and a great nation there 
are three factors which go to make a' nation 
gTeat. Those three great factors are all 
:>ssociated _with th<' n;ining industry-coal, 
1ron., and m!. vVe realise that coal is king
!he fathBr. of all industries-and Queensland 
" very nchly endcwed by nature with regard 

to coal-more so than any other State in the 
Commonwealth. At the back door of ever<' 
important seaport we have deposits of coaf. 
At. the back door of Brisbane we have the 
Ipswich coalfields, 25 miles from .Brisbane; 
"l the back door of Maryborough and Bunda
herg we have the Howard and Burrum coal
fields: at the back door of Gladstone and 
Rockhampton we iwvc Baralaba, Styx River, 
and Bla1r Athol; at the back door of l\lackay 
"·e have the Styx River also; at the back 
door of Bow en we have the wonderful Bow en 
coa!lields; at the hack door of Caims we 
have the ::Ylount :Ylulligan coalfield. Coal is 
a valuable asset to the State, and it is 
worthy of notice that these coalfields are 
w.ithin the immediate vicinity of our ports 
and in the future they will be a large facto; 
ill the proper development of our State. 

\Ve hav-e our State coalmines which I have 
mentioned-Baralaba, Bowen, and Styx River 
-and there has been some criticism regard
ing those mines. Hon. members opposite 
have somewhat ridiculed the idea of the 
Government controlling State <c>alrnin~s. If 
there is ono enterprise more than another, 
especially in the mining industry, that the 
State should control, it is coalrninh. and 
I hope that we shall never have a Gov-ern
ment in power that will get rid of the 
valuable assets that we have secured for the 
State in these coaln1ine<::. 

Hon. \Y. H. DARKES: You got rid of the 
\Varru State coalmine in the \Vest. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Ve got 
rid of \Varra. Of course, \Van·a was not very 
succes.oful, as the hon. member knows. I 
do not believe in working a water mine 
as a coalminP. It is a debatable noint 
whether the Government should carry on 
a policy of State enterprise in connection 
with coalmines or whether they should 
derive the rev-enue, which rightly belongs 
to the State, by way of royalties, as will 
be done in connection with oil, if oil is 
discovered in Queensland. \Ye have a valu
r ble asset in our State coalrnines, and it 
has taken the ?1iines Department some time 
to secure those areas and test them by a 
system of boring. \Ve have had to suffer the 
criticisms of hon. members opposite particu
larly because in the initial stages there was a 
slight loss, although indirectly the State 
derived a large benefit from these mines. 
I hope hon. members will never agree to 
forfeit the mines that have been secured for 
thf· State. particularl:v as I have been largely 
responsible for the development of some of 
these mines. The following table, which 
gives the output for the year ended 30th 
J uno, 1924 of these mines, will be of interest 
to hon. members:-

----~----I_Baralaba. r Bowen. Styx No. 2, 

Xumber of 
working days 
durinq year 
ended 30th 
June, 1924 

Total output 
same period 

Average daily 
output 

Supplies to rail
ways 

Private buyers 

, .. I 
239 

Tons. cwt. I Tons. cwt. 
40,200 0 : 7 4,866 13 

164 151 317 8 

16.872 11 

1

. 46,550 19 

21,653 6 27,539 15 

262 

Tons. cwt. 
30,353 0 

115 17 

23,235 18 

5,291 13 

The total output of the three mines was 145,419 
tone. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The supply of this great commodity has 
not only been beneficial to the State in that 
it has meant a great saving to the Railway 
Department, particularly in the North of 
Queensland, but the supply of this coal has 
been of great benefit to those engaged in 
industries in that part of the State. We 
haYe supplied sugar-mills and other small 
industries with North Queensland coal at a 
price very nearly 50 per cent. less in some 
canes than it cost previously. 

If thes•_- coalmines had been left to priYate 
enterprise I am Yery sure the people in the 
Xorth would not be getting the coal at the 
same price. The Government, in their 
wisdom, deemed it a wise policy to supply 
coal to the industries in the North at a 
reasonable price to give them an opportunity 
of making a profit. 

There is a very small profit shown in the 
State coalmines. I can probably anticipate 
what hon. members opposite' will say. I will 
admit the losses and also admit the profits. 
The Bowen State coalmine shows a profit of 
£338 lls. 4d. so far this year. The profit 
last year was £5,056 15s. lOd., the accummu
latcd profit being £5,095 7s. 2d. Baralaba 
last year showed a loss of £4,886 14s. 8d.
I have not got the final figures. 8tyx River 
showed a loss also. But we have reached the 
turning point so far as Baralaba is concerned. 
Up to the 30th June-the end of the last 
financial vcar-that mine showed a loss of 
£4,400. We had to engage in costly develop
mpntal work. \Ve had to put in a tunnel 
which was costly, so that we could more 
economically mine the coal, but we reached 
the turning point on 31st May last. Accord
ing to the balance-sheets, and after deducting 
royalty, depreciation and interest on the 
capital expended-as one should do in a 
balance-sheet-the position at Baralaba is 
shown to be-

BARAJ,ABA STATE COALMINE. 

Selling Price, 148. 0d. 

Fortnig!Jt Ended. I Cost Credit I 

I per Ton Balance. 
-----------------~1 

I 8. d. £ 8. d. 
31st }lay I 13 1! 202 1 10 
14th June I 13 5~ 150 4 5 
30th June I 12 10:} 27-J, 0 8 
12th July ! 14 Oi 88 11 3 
26th July 14 0' 67 15 3 ' 9th August 13 Ol 218 6 10 
23rd Augnst. 13 1 201 4. 7 

6th Septembe~ · 13 ·6 157 8 6 

Altogether that shows a profit since 31st May 
of £1,360 2s. 4d. I want to point out that, 
although we showed a loss at the end of the 
financial year, as stated in the Auditor
General's report, we haYe reached the turn
ing point which all mines must reach. 'Ne 
have done ?onsi:Jcrable developmental work, 
and the rrnne 1~ now. on a splendid basis, 
although the selhng pnce is as low as 14s. 9d. 
per ton of coal at the pit's mouth. 

As against that loss also we have to con
sider the fact that we haYe saved many 
thousands of pounds to the Railway Depart
ment by giving them much cheaper coal than 
they were getting in the past. 

lH<Jn. A. J. J ones. 

[10.30 a.m.] 
I haw here a statement showing the capital 

invested in the State coalmines-

Baralaba 
Stvx RiYer No. 2 
Styx RiYer: Ko. 3 
Bo\ven 

£ 8. d. 
28,133 19 4 
29,769 10 4 
46 051 4 'l 
76:182 0 2 

£180,136 14 5 

Mr. COLLIKS: Is the profit you have quoted 
on the Bowen coalmine the profit after pay
ing interest and r2demption on that capital 
cost? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
and after paying a royalty to the Mines 
Department. In order to put the State 
mine' on the same footing as private mines, 
we put the State mines on the same footing 
as private mines in that respect, so that there 
can be no argument on that point. Accord
ing to figures supplied me b;;' my colleague, 
the Secretary for Railways, the saving to the 
Railway Department as a result of using 
State coal amounted last year to £44,260, or 
24.51 per cPnt. of the total capital invested. 
That practically means a 24 per cent. profit. 

Hon. W. H. BARKES: Yet the railways do 
not come anywhere near paying. 

The RECRETARY FOR ::YHNES: Before 
the opening of the State coalmine the price 
of coal at Bowen was more than double what 
it is to-day. The selling price is only 14s. for 
the small coal, and 16s. at the pit's mouth and 
18s. at Bowen for clean coal. Previously I 
think the cost of coal was something like £3 
"r £4 a ton. I know at the Townsville wharf 
it formerly cost £2 Ss. a ton, and now we can 
put it on the Townsville wharf at £1 2s. lld. 
Similarly, at the Styx River coalmine we 
ha Ye been instrumental in giving to the sugar
mills in the Mackay district, to the Railway 
Department, and other Government depart
ments, and to all industries fuel much more 
cheaply than they were getting previously. 
\Ve could easily make that mine show a profit 
by charging a higher price for the coal-it was 
quite simple-but Cabinet did not decide to 
do so. As a matter of fact, I would probably 
rather have had a greater price for the valu
able Styx River coal than some of my col
leagu~s, because it is a valuable coal, and, 
if we charged industries and the Railway 
Department and other users a fair and 
reasonable price, they would still be recei v
ing an a·dvantage. I have h2re a memoran
ctue from the Marine Department to the 
Under Secretary of the Treasury which will 
give point to my argument-

" Brisbane, 3rd August, 1923. 
" Menlorandum,-

" I beg to inform you that recently the 
supphcs of coal at Mackay ran short, 
and in order to keep the ' Relief ' guing, 
about 14 tons were ordered from the Styx 
River coalmine. The quality of the coal 
is Yery favourably reported on by the 
engineer of the vessel, who states that 
it compares favourably with any coal he 
has used in the same boiler, which has 
chiefly been Newcastle. A comparison 
equally favourable is the price paid. The 
average cost of Newcastle coal was £3 3s. 
per ton, whereas the price of that from 
Styx RiYer is £1 per ton at the mine, 
plus 10s. 9d. railage, or a total of 
£1 10s. 9d. per ton. 
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" Tho average annual consumption by 
the ' Relief' is 100 tons, so that by the 
use of St.yx River coal a saving of £161 5s. 
will be ·effected." 

Hon. members will see from that memo
randum that on every 100 tons of coal the 
department uses there is a saving of over 
£161 as compared with the price paid 
previously. 

We admit that we have had difficulties
difficulties inseparable from coalmining. 

We knew that we could not get coal of the 
quality necessary to estahlish a trade while 
we were developing the undisturbed area of 
that field. \Vo had proved th,:· existence of 
that undisturbed area by the putting down 
of twenty-three bores, which is a very costly 
mu.lertaking, and we worked what was known 
geologically to be a disturbed area. We did 
that deliberately, kno"ving that we were not 
going to produce coal at the price that we 
,, ere going to sell it at. vVe did not go into 
the matter with our eves shut. The coal 
from the Stvx RiYCI' mine is ven· useful 
foe industries, and very useful a~ a gas 
producer, and when mixed with Baralaba 
coal, a very excellent coal for railway pur
poses. We knew that hy working the dis
turbed area we would not be able to estab
lish a trade, and we only took out 35 per 
cent, of the coal in that particular area. 
vVe intend to take out as much coal as we 
possibly can get from the disturbed area., 
and in the futuro we hope to take it out at 
a much cheaper cost than when the mine 
was first developed and worked. There will 
be such a: huge quantity that we hope to 
work it economically and reduce the cost of 
production, and then declare that particular 
area of no further use. and continue on the 
large area which we have proved to be an 
undisturbed area. and of which we have 
gre'lt hopes of being a magnificent field. 
'I'his hope is based on what has been proved 
by the system of diamond-drill boring over 
an area of about 5~ S<]Uare miles. vVe have 
the assured asset in the valuable coal of the 
Styx River, which is adjacent to the port 
of Rockhar,lptoR. The cost of production of 
the State coal, especially at Baralaba and 
Bowen, is fairly low, and we hope, under the 
altered system at Bowen, to reduce the cost 
of production there. I agreed to some extent 
with the hon. member for Leichhardt. when 
he stated that we must reduce the cost of 
production if we de,ire to establish an 
oversca trade; but I do nvt agree that we 
shall have to reduce the cost of production 
by one-third in order to obtain that trade. 
Every sensible man agrees that we should 
strive to reduce the cost of production, and 
we ure striving very hard to do that now ; 
but it is unfair to make a comparison 
between State mines and privatA mines. It is 
unfair to make a comparison between 
dif'ierent coale, as members like the hon. 
member for Ipswich and others who under
stand the coalmining industry and know tho 
various uS<> of coal will agree. Th0 coal 
nsed on the railways might not be very good 
gas-producing coal, and we have to look at 
each coal from the point of view of its use. 
I mnst defend the quality of the coal from 
the State mines. We supplied the Australian 
Navy with a quantity of coal, not for use 
for war purposes, but for cruising purposes, 
and I have a report from the naval authori
ties in favour of our coal. I am hoping that 
we shall be able to supply them with coal 
again, but I hope that it will never be neces-

sary to supply them with ooal for war pur
poses. The report is very lengthy, and I 
shall not weary hon. members by reading it. 

Mr. BRAND: The Government would supply 
the Australian Navy with coal for war 
purposes? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::'\TES : I am 
hoping that it will never be necessary to do 
that, and that we shall continue to live at 
peace with other nations. I am not going to 
revive that question, as it has been debated 
at length in this Chamber. I have this very 
favourable report from the Australian Navy, 
to whom we have e.upplied several lots of 
coal. The largest quantity was 2,500 tons. 
We were very anxious to fulfil that order, 
and on mv recommendation the Cabinet 
de<·ided tha't the coal would be supplied in 
order to test the Styx River coal and build 
up a trade. vV e supplied that order to the 
Australian Navv deliberatelv at a loss
b,,causc we had' to bring th~ coal down to 
Brisbane-to get the advertisement and make 
the quality of our coal known throughout 
Australia. It is a good thing to send ship
ments of coal overseas to countries that want 
coal, became it will be an adn•rtisement of 
our coal re~ourccR. If \VC send overseas a 
good quality of coal euch as is found at Styx 
River, Bowen, Baralaba. and the coal of 
Queensland generally, we· shall find a favour
able market, and it will be found that the 
coal 'Vill compare favourably with the 
product of other countries, with the exception 
of the anthmcitic coal of South \Vales. 

I must defend tho quality of the coal 
mined at the State mine. A practical test 
made on our railwavs showed that the coal 
used pm· mile was .'15 lb. Baralaba, .15 lb. 
Styx River, and .19 lb. Blair Athol, on the 
basis of lOO tons of Baralaba and Stvx River 
coal. which ar<' equal to 125 tons 'of Blair 
Athol coal. Therefore it will be seen that 100 
tons of Baralaba and Stvx River State coal 
mixed would produce the same result as 
125 tons of Blair Athol coal. At the same 
time I want to say in fairness to the Blair 
Athol company that that coal is .a very 
useful coal and a very good steaming railway 
coal. It has its use". It is producea from 
a very large seam-the largest in the State
and no doubt is .a ven valuable asset to the 
State. Thhe are facts which cannot be 
contradicted. The cost of Baralaba coal to 
the Railway Department at Rockhampton, 
including a freight of ~d. per ton per mile is 
18s. lOd. per ton. Ono hon. member opposite 
;aid that the cost of production of this coal 
was li3s. lOd. per ton. He probably had read 
ihat statement in the " Peak Downs Tele
gram" or some other newspaper. 

Mr. MAXWEI.L: It says in the report that 
the cost of production was 18s. 9d. per ton. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~IIXES: The cost 
to the Railway Department at Rockhampton 
was 18s. lOd. per ton. The cost of the Styx 
River coal .at Rockhampton was 23s. 6d. 
per ton, and the cost of Blair Athol coal 
delivered· at Rockhampton was 25s. 7d. 

Mr. CLAYT0:-1 : 3s. ld. per ton is not the 
ordinary freight on our railways for coal? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said 
" including a freight of ~d. per ton." The 
hon. member said that the cost delivered 
at Rockhampton "as 18s. lOd., .and the cost 
at the pit head 15s. 9d., leaving 3s. ld. per 
ton for railage. It is a good thing to have 

Hon. A. J. Jonas.1 
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a special rate for coal to encourage the 
shipping and overseas trade. 

Mr. DEACON : Has Baralaba got a spec!al 
rate? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: No; the 
hon. gentleman knows that I dealt with that 
question previously. Burrum coal has a 
special rate. As a matter of fact. at one 
time the State coalmine;; were rather htmdi
capped because Biair Athol coal had a special 
1 ate to ;\/[ount Tviorgan. The Statc coalmmc 
at Baralaba is a big supplier of Mount 
Mm·gan. The general manager of the 
;\fount Morgan Gold Mining Company, Mr. 
Boyd, does not hesitate to say that hr takes 
100 tons of coal per da.' from the State co~l
mine at Baralaba. If hon. members oppos1te 
were carrying on an industry in which coal 
was c'·sential and they could purchase coal at 
one farthing a ton cheaper from the State 
than from private enterprise, they would 
take State coal. Thev would sacrifice all 
their principles and deal with that form 
of State wcialism if thev could get cheaper 
coal by so doing. I cannot seo why they 
ctJntinue their opposition to S+ate f'oahnincs. 
<'~pccial!y in view of the figures I have 
giVC'l1. 

I think I have given ample information 
regarding· 1 he State roalmines. J shall say 
a word or hvo regarding the gem industry. 
At. one time the Government entered into 
a scheme, with no other desire than to help 
the gem producen on the field. \Ye entered 
into an agreement with t.he firm of Roubin 
Brother'··· overseas. by which Roubin Brothers 
were to find the money, do the grading on 
the field under Government supervision, and 
undertake to sell the gems overseas. I admit 
that the scheme >vas not vorv attractive for 
the mir.ers h·cause the miners got the actual 
price paid by the firm on the field and did 
not g<'t any dividends. As I was Secrctarv 
for ~Iino" ·at tho time, I realised that the 
prices paid were not sufficiently high. \Ve 
altered the scheme, and the Government 
undertook to market the sapphires for the 
producer.. ThNe is really only ono sapphire 
field in Auctralia. Bv proclamation we took 
ove1· the whole of the output of blue sap
phires, leaving the miner free to se 11 his 
frrncy sa pp hires and other gems as he 
desirf'd. The GoYcrn1nent advanco a certain 
price per ounce to the miner on the field. 
\Ve market the gems overseas, and. if there 
is a profit, ·we distribute that profit among 
the miners. In the first place we take the 
risk of realising the original price paid to 
the miner on the field. We have three 
grades ,vhich \VC accept, " A" and " B '' 
first blue; " C" grade; and second. The 
highest price paid to the miner under the 
Ronbin Brothers' scheme was £9 7s. per 
ounce. 

YI,-. FOLEY: Tho highest average price. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
Js so. \Ye advance to the miner-

On ''A" and "R" firf3t blue 
On " C " grade first blue 
On second grade 

Per ounce. 
£ s. d. 

(J 10 0 
4 17 6 
0 8 0 

Latterly this last price has been increa,ed 
to 10s. per ounce. \V e have sold a consider
able quantity overseas recently, realising 
£16 Ss. 6d., less 5 per cent. cost of agency 
for the finest grade, and the net price we paid 
was £14 12s. lld. On " C" grade we netted. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

£8 14s. 4d. and paid £4 17s. 6d. On the 
second blues we secured an average of £1 15s. 
an ounce. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Do vou consider that the 
minors are getting the' best poPsible value for 
their gems ov-erseas? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIINES: Yes; 
they get what the department secures, less 
agency charge-s. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I have information from the 
othPr side that the Government could do a 
good deal better for the miners than they are 
doing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I can 
assure the hon. member that his information 
is incorr cct. 

:Y1r. CLAYTON: It came from a very reliable 
source. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I would 
like to know the source. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I will give it to you 
privately. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\fiNES: We 
appointed a good Australian, Mr. Knowies, 
of tl1P firm of Know1Ps Brothers, Queen street, 
\Yhich has a ,-cry high reputation, and whose 
character is beyond question. 

:Vlr. :\I-iXWELL : He is a good man. 
Th0 SECRETARY FOR MI.:-JES: He has 

don? wonderful sen-ice for the Department of 
:\Iines a" thP appointed grader. and wonder
ful scn-ic0 for the miners who are engaged 
in this industrv. A n1ore able, conscientious, 
and reliable n~an than Mr. Norman Knowles 
it would b? difficult to find. 

:\Ir. "!\fooRE: IIaYo vou been able to make 
n.ny di,tribution yet 9 " 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: We are 
not able to make a very large distribution 
at the• present time. \Yhen the field was in 
a dopr- 'sed condition. on the suggestion of 
ihe hon. member for Leichhardt we entered 
into a relief scheme. The miners did not 
"·ant food. All thev wanted was a price for 
their product which- they could not sell, and 
we entered into a relief scheme under v·hich 
v,-e gaYc the miner3 '0 much per annu1n. 
The price realised for the sale of 512 oz. 
13 dwts. under the relief scheme was £3,521 
13'·. 3d. \Y o still ha YO ov 'r 962 oz. unsold, 
nf an estimate cl Yalue of £3,083 18s. 6d. 
That is a low estimate. The €~penses of 
selling· amounted to £371 13s. 5d., and '':e 
show an approximate proflt of £594 14s. \\ e 
arc distributing only a portion of that profit, 
amounting t.o £244 14,. 10d. Under th~t 
srh .me we are paying a first dividend of 
10.4d. That is the first dividend under the 
gem scheme. That is going forward at 
once. It is rather a complic1ted scheme, 
and one of the difficulties that we had to 
overcome was the difference in the g-rading 
on the field and the grading by our grader at 
home, who is reallv an expert. \Ve have had 
io o\·ercome this difficulty, C~nd we have made 
an arrangement with the firm of Trefus 
Brothers in London to act as our sole agents. 
As there is a monopoly in Australia of blue 
Fapphiros by proclamation, the only way to 
stabilise prices and get the best price over
seas ,,·as to cr0ate a monopoly over there. The 
on]"- other field of any note in Australia is 
in New South \Vales. \Ye have created a 
monopoly, as was done by South Africa in 
the case of diamonds. I am hoping that the 
scheme will develop and be profitable, and 
we may go a step further. I am not promis
ing it on behalf of the Government, but 
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according to my investigations, if we went a 
step further and established agents for selling 
the stones, not in the rough stag·o but rather 
in the manufactured or cut stage, the price 
would improve. To do that we wouJ.d have 
to controL the market, as we have done in 
the case of blue sapphires. I must admit 
that our legal expenses in organising and 
controlling this scheme up to date have been 
pretty high, but we are giving to the miners 
the full result of the sales less the actu~l 
cost of marketing. In organising and initiat
ing a scheme like that, the expenses are 
naturally high, but we are now curtailing our 
ex pens' .e, and I believe we shall be able to 
market the gems at a much lower cost than 
thev were marketed under the private com
petitive system. I am satisfied that the gem 
scheme of the Government has been fairlv 
·uccessful, and that it will continue to be 
successfuL 

I must make reference to the m.ining 
display at the Empire Exhibition at 
vYembley. The Government were good 
enough to appoint me as chairm<til of the 
British Empire exhibit in Queensland, and 
I sa" a good deal of the Queensland exhibits 
in the Australian pavilion. Despite any dis
couraging reports we may have read in the 
Press-despite the remarks of the hon. mem
Ler for Oxloy-the display of the Queensland 
mining industry exhibits was an exceedingly 
good advertisement for Australia. and one 
of which anv Australian who visited 
\Y ombley might reasonably feel proud. I do 
not sa v that "e did not make mistakes. We 
all ma'ke mistakes, and he who never makes 
a mistake never achieves anything; and if 
we were doing it over again, \VG would pro
bably be guided by the mistakes we made 
lwre and at V\~embloy. Politically, we are 
not like hon. members opposite, who never 
can and never do make a n1istake. 

The hon. m<ember for Oxloy made some 
adverse criticism with regard to the mining 
exhibits. We tried to make the Exhibition 
a1" all-Australian matter, and the best 
mineral exhibits we could obtain from Aus
t~alia were shown. The identity of the State' 
was preserved by proper labelling, the mines 
and the nam<es of those in charge being 
given. Tf a man fancied a particular class 
of ore, he would be given a sample for the 
purpose of verification, and would get all 
the information as to which locality in Aus
tralia it came from. As the remit of the 
mineral exhibit there I had very many 
inquiries for information regarding ore 
obtainable in Queensland at certain mines. 
I had many requisitions on the subject, some 
by letter and some by persons calling on me. 
Every week now \Ve get inquiries for infor
mation regarding minerals which have been 
shown at Wembley. 1 firmly believe that the 
display of minerals there will be the moans 
of some capital being invested to develop 
wmo o£ our mines, particularly in J'\orth 
Queensland. I would like to road the 
following extract from the " Queensland 
Government Mining Journal" of 15th July 
lost with regard to the Australian pavilion 
at Wembley:-

"Commenting on the display, the 
' South African Mining and Engineer
ing .Journal ' writE:s: -' The Australian 
pavilion is specially attractive. The 
tableaux of Australian industry are 
wonderfully engaging. Mining in the 
Commonwealth is represented by a 
wonderful show of minerals, and a 

tableau depicting an Australian gold
mine, which is splendidly done. And the 
" Aussies " do not forget to let you know 
that they are IT! Thev have great 
arresting placards and maps everywhere. 
One such placard informs one that the 
annual production of Australian 
minerals has a Yalue of slightly under 
£20,000,000 sterling. They are proud of 
it. Our (the South African) output is 
two and a-half times as great, but we 
snem to be ashamed of this achievement. 
The Canadian pavilion is perhaps a trifle 
more sombre and dignified, but hardly 
so bright and alluring as the 
...._4..ustralian.' " 

That is an unbiassed opinion. 
Mr. MAXWELL: It is a very good advertise

ment. 

[11 a.m.] 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
" l\1ining Journal" in London, sumrned up 
Queensland's contribution to Australia's 
mineral display in the following words, which 
haye been reprinted in the " Queensland 
Qoyernment Mining Journal":-

" Queensland has no separate section 
at the Empire Exhibition at Wembley, 
hut she has contributed largely, not only 
in cash but by numerous exhibits, and 
.'pared no possible effort to make the 
Australian Pavilion one of the finest 
displays which we have been permitted 
to view .... It is a State that offers 
many a !tractions, possesses one of the 
healthiest climates in the world, and 
to the ihtonding settler and to the capita
list the opportunities it holds out are 
second to none in the world." 

Visitors to the Exhibition agreed that our 
exhibit was a great feature of the vVembley 
Exhibition-I think it was better than other 
Australian exhibits-but I cannot discuss 
that question on lhis vote, although, should 
there be an opportunity later on, I shall 
do so. I think we arc all suf!icientlv broad
minded to be pleased at showing what Aus
tralia in general and Queensland in particu-
lar can do. ' 

During this debate the hon. member for 
'Windsor made some reference to, a statement 
by the general manager of the Chillagoe 
State Smelters and Ivlines with reference to 
the contract system in copper production. 
I do not intend to pass over the question. 
The hon. member endeavoured to show to the 
Committee that this form of mining was 
introduced by the general manager, that as 
a method emplond in the State mines it is 
something new,' and that it is a breach of 
Labour policy. I want to say that, so far 
as I am concerned, I am not an advocate of 1t 
at alL 

:VIr. ~'hXWELL: It is a matter of policy. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My 

position has always been perfectly clear. 
\Ve haYe our opinion and hon. members on 
the other side haYo theirs. I do not hide 
my views from my constituents, and I intend 
to expr"'S my individual opinions concerning 
this or any other Australian industries. 

:VIr. CoRSER interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Only 
politicians like the hon. member seek this 
cheap form of popularity and pander to the 
electors. I do not want to get any cheap 
popularity by hiding my individual opinion 
or, any matter that will benefit a big 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 



1184 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Australian policy and help to develop our 
il"dustries. I never was an advocate of the 
S\Etem the hon. member for Windsor men
tioned. I beli<>ve that it is inconsistent with 
the higher ideals of the Labour movement 
and-I go further than the hon. member
it is not consistent with the objecti 1"1) or 
the platform of the party. \Ve do not say 
th<tt a man should get less or more th.• n he 
produces-both things are wrong-but in 
ninety-nine cases out of one hundred he gets 
less than he produces. 

Mr. CoRSER: Why did you introduce it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I am 
not going to be drawn off the track by the 
hon. member. His party never stood for 
increased wages or for high wages or salaries 
in .any way. l!nder the wages system I do 
not think it is possible for the worker to 
get the full result of his labour or a fair 
share in what he produces. The wages system 
is largely responsible for industrial uphea.vals, 
and strikes and lock-outs-one is as bad as 
the other-with their consequent misery and 
suffering. 

Mr. CoRsER: They have tried that system 
in Russia. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 
Government have created the Arbitration 
Court and wages boards to .deal with the 
conditions of the i;cdustrialists, but still there 
are strikes, and always will be strikes until 
we evolve from the wages system to a truer 
system of co-operation which will secure for 
each man employed in an industry the shar·e 
to which he is entitled, and which is a just 
share of the wealth that he produces. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to connect his remarks with the 
\ote. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is not the Government's 
policy at Mount Isa. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:\'ES: I intend 
to connect my remarks in this way : The 
l!nder Secretary's report sets out that the 
General Manager of the Ghillagoe Smelters 
aC!Yocates thG contract svst8ln for 1nining, 
and I am trying to prove that the hon. mem
b•'r for Windsor was not correct in his asser
tion when pe said that the establishment of 
tb.e svstem that I advocate would constitute 
a breacl' of the high ideals of the Labour 
rarty, or words to that effect. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not say anything of the 
kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: If wG 
are not going to allow tho contract s~·stem in 
mining. why should the shearers be allowed 
to E:hcar sheep on contract? 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government evidentlv 
are not allowing the contract system in 
mining or the Under Secretary would not 
have said what he did. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI-"'ES: Thev 
have tho contract system at :Yiount :Yiorgan: 

Mr. TAYLOR: Not at Chiliagoe. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
not advocating any speeding up or hurrying 
up system of contract mining, but I believe 
that another system could be evolved where
by the wage-earner would get a better reward 
for his labour, and would have a greater 
incentive to work. 

Mr. LOGAN: What is that system? 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES : If we 

a.re not aliowed to alter the system of work-

[Hon. A .. T. Jones. 

ing in connection with metalliferous mmmg, 
why is the shearer paid so much per hundred 
for shearing sheep, and why is the canecutter 
paid so much per ton for cutting cane, and 
why is a hewing rate fixed-this is the 
universal system for mining for coal-for men 
engaged in the coalmine? If it is right to 
allow those engaged in coalmining to work 
under a hewing rate of so much per ton, 
there is nothing wrong in altering the system 
in metalliferous mining, and allowing those 
miners to get more for their work than they 
get under the wages system. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman is arguing 
against his own policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
not. I am arg·uing in favour of securing for 
the workers better results than they can 
po,sibly hope to get under the wages system. 

Mr. KELSO: Some of the other Ministers 
say that there should be nothing else but day 
labour. 

'Mr. MAXWELL: " Produce for use, and not 
for profit!" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not
withstanding what hon. members opposite 
may say, we ought to strive to obtain a 
reduction in the cost of production in all our 
Australian industries; but I advocate a 
reduction in the cost of production in ways 
(juite different from those suggestc'd by hon. 
members opposite. I believe that we can 
reduce the cost of production by the elimina
tion of waste, by the instalment of up-to-date 
m~chinery, and bv having a central control 
as against a divided control. I belieYe we 
could reduce the cost of production by giving 
continuity of employment, by having better 
methncl3 of distribution and transportation, 
and by altering the wages system, thereby 
obtaining more efficient labour. I believe 
that, if Australian industries-not alone the 
mining industry-are to prosper, they can 
only prosper under a system of true co
operation. which will give efficient labour. 
I belieYe that the wages system does not lend 
ibelf in that direction. It is only under a 
truer syst om of co-operation that those 
engaged in industry will be able to obtain 
their right and share of the wealth produced. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You might have a co-opera
tive systerr•. where the workers were staning. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
always endeavoured to encourage the invest
ment of money in industry. I am one ·who 
believes that. if a man im·ests his money in 
the mining industry or any other industry, 
he should hav an opportunity of obtaining 
the full reward for the money he has invested. 
But the labourer is worthy of his hire also. 
(Hear, hear !) Hon. gentlemen opposite in 
ach·ocating a reduction in the cost of pro
duction have only one remedy to offer, and 
that is reducing the wages of the wage
earner. 

OPPOSITION :'llE~IBERS: No 1 No! 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 

only solution they have to offer is to reduce 
wages. 

Mr. T AYLOR : It is not true. 
Mr. KERR: That statement is not worthy 

of you. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon. 

nwmbers opposite in dealing with such 
problems begin and end with ihe wage
er.rner. Mr. Goddard, in his report, made 
a r<'Commendation in regard to the altera
tion of the policy in vogue at Chillagoe, and 
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i:lw Government have accepted his recommen
dation. That recommendation i< to have a 
seasonal campaign for smelting. During the 
year a difficulty was experienced in getting 
cufficient ore to keep the different units of 
the Chillagoe works in continued operation. 
,?\' ow continuity of operations considerably 
reduces overhead charges. In the past year 
thr; works were held up for oro supplies, and 
th0 smelting plant, while they were thus held 
up, had to carry the full overhead charges. 
1\Ir. Goddard has recommended. and the Go
vernment have adopted, the recommendation 
'<Jf a campaign of smelting, fitting in with tho 
sugar cutting and crushing season. Under 
this scheme smelting operations will be con
tinued at Chillagoe for six or seven months 
of the year. Ore supplies will be accumu
la tcd, and when smelting commences. the 
Yarious units of the works will be worked 
at full capacity. I regret very much that 
smelting operations cannot be carried on for 
twelve months in the year. 

Mr. RIORDAN: 'Nil! miners supplying ore 
to Chillagoe have to wait until smelting 
has commenced before receiving their 
cheques, or will they be paid by assay? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Sul(
p!iers of oro will not have to wait for the1r 
cheques. They will be paid by assay. 

Mr. COLLIXS: \Vas there a loss or profit. 
on Chillagoe in the last twcl ve months? I 
<·annat find that information in the report. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 
Chillagoc showed a loss on the operations for 
th~ year. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is why the information 
io not in the report. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 
Although the report of the Auditor-General 
i> not yet out, if the hon. gentleman had 
been in the Chamber, he would have known 
that I quoted the profits and losses on everv 
State mine. This year we show a profit on 
th<> arsenic mine. \Ve have an accumulated 
profit on the arsenic mine, which has been 
~o much ·condemned by hon. members oppo
site. It has done a wonderful amount of 
good in vroducing arsenic to eradicate pests. 
However. the Chillagoe works showed a loss 
on the wo~·king costs of about £57,000. That 
,]oes not mclude the interest on the capital. 

Mr. CoRSER: Do you say that the worker 
got the full reward for his industry there? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Chillagoe w~rks, owing to the fact that they 
are over-capitalised, have to find interest to 
the amount of :?46,000 per annum, and the 
works a. re handJCa ppcd by that fact. The 
":'cumulated loss, after taking into considera
twn the payment of interest and loss on 
\\OJ'king expenses, amounted to £103,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Chillagoe railwav IS not 
-over-capitalised. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I am 
dealing with the Chillagoe works. I am 
advocating, if i~ is at all possible. a con
tmmty of operatwns, which will tend to keep 
the overhead charges down considerably. 

Mr. KELSO: You have not lost hope over 
Chillagoe yet? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Indeed, 
I have not lost hope. I am always hopeful. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hon. W. H. BARNES: You do not demon

•strate that hope very strongly. 

1924-4 D 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
I have been fmr enough to-day in dealing 
with the mining industry. No doubt hon. 
members opposite consider I am a kind of 
radiant optimist-an unhealthy optimist. 
That subject is one which has been worn 
threadbare in the Tory Press of Brisbane. 
During the period of my administration more 
money has been repaid to the Department 
of Mines by the miners who secured money 
under the prospectmg vote, the deep-sinking 
YOte. and the machinery vote th'm has been 
the case under any previous Administration. 

Mr. TAYLOR: And more has been spent, 
too. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My 
administration proves that I investigate the 
soundness of a proposition, and that I was 
never optimistic enough to sink £2~,000 in 
a wild-cat scheme at Croydon, merely to put 
down a shaft. Immediately I came into 
office I saved the Government £7,000 by 
refusing to advance that money for the 
wild-cat scheme at Croydon which friends of 
hon. members opposite started. I have never 
been suffiCiently optimistic to buy coal mines 
in the Ipswich district for £35,000 when they 
were offered to me. I turned down that 
proposition, and the mines were sold the 
following week for £11.000. I was not suffi
ciently optimistic to buy another coal mine 
in Ipswich for the personal advantage of 
friends of hon. members opposite. No hon. 
member in this Chamber can po1'nt the 
fmger of scorn at me, or place a finger 
on .any action of mine while I have been 
Secretary for Mines that has been sufficiently 
optimistic to savour of anything like dis
honesty or corruption. 

GovERN)fEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. T.HLOR: l\'o one has suggested that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon. 
members opposite have said that I had no 
right to make reference overseas to Mount 
Isa. Did hon. members oppos1te expect me 
to go overseas, knowing my own country was 
one of the best countries in the world, and 
cry " stinking fish," and say that Mount 
Isa was no good? I could get my original 
statement and show that I referred to Mount 
Isa in more or loss glowing terms, and that 
I said that it warranted a railway. I did 
not say that the Public \Vorks Commission 
had authorised a railway. 

l\Lr. RonERTS: It says so in the " Queens
land Mining Journal." (Opposition interjec
tions.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I con

cluded my statement by saying that unfor
tunately I never had the opportunity to visit 
Mount Isa, and that I was expressing the 
opinions of experts in my department. I 
consider that was a very fair statement. I 
had influential men in London asking my 
advice as to whether they should buy Mount 
Isa shares at £55 a share. I pointed out 
that I occupied the position of Secretary 
for Mines for Queensland, and never advised 
anybody to enter into a mining speculation. 
So much for hon. members opposite, who 
charge me with unhealthy optimism! .At 
tho same time I do not want to bo pessimis
tic· I leave it to hon. members opposite to 
be pessimistic. 

Simila·rly with oilfields. Statements haYe 
been published-and hon. memhers opposite 
have repeated them in this Chamber-that 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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I made certain statements on the oil question. 
If hon .. members will look into the subject, 
they w1ll find that what I said overseas was 
that it had yet to be determined whether oil 
ex:isted at Orallo in commercial quantities. 
W a,, not. that a sufficient qualification for any 
prospective mtelhgent speculator or investor? 
I do not think there has been verY much 
investment so far as the Lander Orl Com
rany is concerned. Hon. members opposito 
and some of the Quee:1;land Press expect me 
to know before we get the report whether 
there has been a breakdown in the mine. 
\Ne have no right to pry into the movements 
of the .Juectors of the company or of the 
management or staff, but I state definitely 
that the Petroleum Act and the regulations 
under that Act ar~ being carried out in their 
entuety. Regulatwns have been issued, and 
durmg the term my colleague, the Home 
Secrelcry, was acting for me we had monthly 
reports from the Lander Oil Company, as 
reqmred by the regulat.Jons. \Ye have sent 
geologists-3.1r. Ball, ono of the Government 
G,-,o]ogrsts, and the State ::.VIining· Erwineer 
:Mr. J acbon-on periodical visits to th~ field' 
,,-hich we have a right to do under the Act: 
There has been a regrettable happening in 
conncchon vnth the bore, but I haYe had an 
opportunity of visiting some of the Americ·an 
oilfields, and I ascertained that happenings 
of that kmd occur there very often. It is 
to be regrett.ed that snch a 'thing occurred 
at Orallo, because I honestlv believe that oil 
has been proved in rho Rdma district. Oil 
was proved before the Lander Oil Company 
?vcr car_ne mto existence. Oil was proved 
m the time of Mr. Cameron, the Geologist, 
when Professor Steele and JYir. J ackson the 
Sta to MininjS ~nginem', took a small ~!ant 
to Roma and drsblled 1~ pints of petrol from 
1.000 cubic feet of the petroliferous gas fiow
mg from the Roma bore. That is not a 
question of optimism; it is a question of 
fact; and every oil man that I spoke to on 
the other side of the world when he was 
t_old that H pints of petrol' had been dis
tilled from 1,000 _cubic feet of gas said, " Well, 
you have an mlfiP!d in Roma." 'rho diffi
culty is in putting a well down in the proper 
place. Recent developments that I have seen 
at Orallo prove that there is oil in that 
district. We have got it in both ways. We 
have got it J;>y distillation from gas, and we 
have got 1 t m the crude form-a small per
centag~ came up in the slurry during boring 
operatwns. Those are facts. We have vet 
to determine whether it is there in com
mercial quantities. They may put down 
three or four bores before they get down on 
the. dome ~r anticline and prove that the 
otl IS thore m commercial quantities. I hav·e 
no hesitation in saying that the prospects 
at Roma and at Orallo are greater than in 
any other part of Australia. These state
ments will be borne out by experience. No 
other part of Anstralia, so far, has the pros
pect that we have in the Orallo district and 
in the Roma district and I think it is a 
!'ood thing that we pa~s€d an Act last session 
gi vinz us power to control operations as we 
are doing at the present time. Already we 
have Issued regulations asking for monthly 
reports, and yesterday I gave instructions 
for a new r~gulation to be prepared asking 
for a fortmghtly rep0rt. The Lander Oil 
Company haye notified us that beDause of 
the unfortunate hnppening there they are 
removinR the derrick-thev are not aban
doning the bore-until they" get another tool 
from America to remove the obstruction or 
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salYage the ya]uable tool in the well. They 
intend to remove the derrick a distance of 
200 feet north or 200 feet south, and I think 
when they restart the public should be kept 
informed of their operations in accordance 
with the Act, although I want to qualify that 
statement by >aying that the Lander Oil 
Company is comprised of a body of gentle
men who are all Australians, and it is all 
Australian money. In order to conform to 
the Act, and let the public know as much 
as it is possible for them to know, we intend 
to ismo new regulations immediately asking 
for fortnightly reports from the field mana
ger in charge or from the oil geologist or 
engineer in charge, and we intend to have 
fortnightly visits to the field by Mr. Jackson 
or :Mr. Ball, the oil geologist. When we get 
down to the area of the strata in which the 
prospects arc bright, no doubt an officer of 
the department-presumably their expert 
engineer-will remain on the job and offer 
1 be com:'any ever:v facility possible and also 
operate as a protection against any mishap 
occuning there again. 

Mr. KERR: They took a long time to teU 
you about the obstruction in the bore. 

The SECRETAHY FOR MINES: That is 
a mere detail. The hon. member must 
remember that, when an obstruction or 
happening like that occurs, it is possible ~hat 
they regard it as a temporary obstructwn, 
which thev did in this case. as is shown by 
th0 fact ·that they reported it on 29rd 
August. They may be a week or two trymg 
to get the obstacle ant. They do not trouble 
much in the oilfields of the world about 
having an obstruction in the bores. lf they 
cannot get them out, they leave them and 
go elsewhere. In this case they evidently 
r<'garded it as a temporary obstruction, and 
made an effort to get it out, but they failed. 
They find it better now to spend a great 
deal of money in putting down another bore. 
I think they are doing a great service to 
Australia by not being led astray by the 
pcR>imistic opinions cxpr0ssed-I am sorry to 
sa~- even in Brisbane-rcgar·ding oil, but are 
going on endeavouring to prove that there 
i,; an oilfield there. We know that the 
putting down of each well means a cost of 
some thousands of pounds-probably the next 
will cost the company at least £10,000. I 
say they are big Australians, and they 
deserve a good deal of encouragement for 
spending their money in a venture at Orallo 
' hich will be of great benefit to Australia 
if it succeeds. One can hardly imagine what 
it will mean to this State and to Australia 
generally if an oilfield is discovered in this 
countrv. I dealt with that question when I 
moved' the second Tending of the Petroleum 
Bill. It would be one of the biggest things 
that could happen for the advancement of 
this country, and it would help the people 
of Australia very greatly. 

I have no more to say at this particulaT 
stage. I have taken up a good deal of time 
on 1 his particular vote, because I believe 
the importance of the subject warranted me 
in dealing pretty fully with the mining 
illdmtry generally. 

11r. :MAXWELL (7'oou·ong): As reported 
in " Hansarcl " for last year, page 864, I 
asked the Secretary for Mines a question 
about the old Mc!lwraith mining lease at 

Hedcap, and the hon. gentleman 
[11.30 a.m.] then promised to let me have 

certain information, but up to the 
present I have not received it. To refresh 
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the hon. gentleman's memory, I shall read 
the questions which I asked-

" 1. Is it a fact that an application was 
made by an individual for the right to 
work the old Mciiwraith lease at Red
cap, but was refused in the warden's 
court because it was on one of the ]cases 
taken over by the Government from tho 
old Chillagoe Company? 

" 2. Is it also a fact that, notwithstand
ing this refusal at the warden's court, 
the same valuable lease was thrown open 
subs~quently? 

" 3. Will he inform the House in which 
newspaper~. or ' Governrrwnt Gazette' 
was an advertisement inserted calling 
attention to the lease being thrown 
open? 

" 4. \Yill he inform the House of the 
Iiamu of the syndicate or parties who 
have secured the lease? Also, if it is a 
fact that his department have loaned 
boiler and machinery from the State 
mines at Mungana to work it with? 

"5. If so, what charges (if any) are 
beinl\· made to the syndicate or parties 
for the use of the boiler or machinery?" 

To which the replies were
" 1. No. 
"2. No. 
"3. No advertisement in any news

paper or ' GoYernment Gazette.' 
" 4 and 5. \Vill make inquiries from 

State smelters at Chillagoe." 
I take it that I am now justified in asking 
the Minister to give me his reply to the last 
qv~estion. 

During his speech the Minister pointed out 
that it was necessary for the development 
and prosperity of the State that we should 
have three great things-coal, iron. and ore. 
I quite agree with him; but I would like 
to say that not only should State mining be 
encouraged, but that a mine such as the 
Blair Athol mine, which possesses a wonder
ful seam of coal, should also be encouraged, 
and that every opportunity should be given 
to private enterprise to sell its product with
out any hindrance or harassing handicap on 
i1:' development, so long as those employed 
in the mine have a fair opportunity of earn
in" their livelihood. \Ve have heard the 
Minister quoting the quality of the coal at 
Baralaba and Styx River as compared with 
the Blair Athol coal. It has been my 
privilege to hear speeches made by the hon. 
m em bor for Leichhardt, in whose electorate 
the Blair Athol mine is situated, and he 
has spoken with no uncertain sound as to 
the quality of its coal. Neither has he on 
any occasion allowed anybody to misunder· 
stand his position. I would like to stress 
thP suggestion which the hon member for 
Oxley once made-and, if there ever was a 
time for adopting suggestions, it is the pre
sent-for the appointment of a Royal Com
mission on similar lines to the Geddes Com
mission in England to go into the whole 
question of State enterprises, inclu:ling 
mining. in order to a!'certain what is wrong. 
~ow the hon. member for Leichhardt has 
brought the matter up again, and perhaps 
a suggestion from a member on the other 
side may have greater weight with the 
Minister than ono made by 'a member of 
the Oppo,ition. I do not pose as one hav
ing any knowledge of coal. but I sav that 
from information which I have had placed 
at my disposal by men who have ha.d experi-

ence of using Blair Athol coal it is 
v;ell \\Orthy of consideration. I have used 
thi=:; inforn1ahon on a previous occasion, but 
in order to draw attention to the statements 
'"hich are made in it., I shall refresh the 
n10n~ory of hon. men1bers. 

This is ,\··h;,_t. 'vas said bv a man associated 
with the locomotive engir;e-drivers-

.' Other depots are being supplied with 
Barala ba coal, the most unsuitaJ;]e for 
locomotive purposes in the whole supply. 
After a run of 20 uiles the tubes are 
almost completely blocked with 'burrs' 
and the bars are covered with a solid 
clinker, a "ubstance resembling molten 
metal. This completely hinders thfil 
draught and the engine will not steam no 
matter how hard the fireman may work. 

"\Yith Baralaba coal the fir·es have t"' 
b,~· cleaned after 20 miles run. Blair 
Athol will take a train 230 miles before 
cleaning~-with no difficulty in cleaning 
eYen after that nm and full steam easy 
to maintain. 

" The men who work the engines in 
the conditions thus caused by this in
ferior coal and other hindrances are 
bla.med and punished for late running, 
and charged with wilful delay to gain 
overtitne.'' 

That sta tcmcnt is worthy of every inquiry 
being made. 'When you find a practical man 
comparing the quality of different coal and 
SJwaking in that way, then I haYe yet to 
learn that the treatment which has been 
nwtcd out to Blair Athol is altogether fair. 
I haYe refer;·ed to this matter on a previous 
occ~sion in this Chamber, and it se,·ms to me 
that the Gov-ernment are out to secure abso
lute control of Bluir Athol without even pay
ing for the mine. 

::Yir. FoLEY: The Govemment could do that 
now if they wished to enforce the working 
conditions. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: I do not doubt that. 
The Minister has given us certain figures in 
connection with different State coal mines. I 
do not dispute those figures, as the hon. 
gentleman is in a better position to obtain 
them than I am; but at the end of June, 
when :Mr. J. S. Ceilings, the State organiser 
for the Australian Labour Party, visited 
Blair Athol, a protest meeting was held, and 
the chairman of the meeting, a Mr. 
Monaghan, had this to say-

" (1) The Government started the 
Baralaba and the Stvx mines when this 
field was one of the best revenue-producers 
the Mines Department had in Queensland, 
in rm a! ty, rent, miners' rights, etc. (2) 
The Railway Department received a large 
yearly revenue in freight, the State. 
through income and other taxes, greatly 
benefited. Blair Athol coal to the rail
way was 14s. 9d. at its highest, it is no"' 
10s. 6d. per ton. Styx coal costs the 
department £1 5s., and Baralaba 14s. lOd. 
per ton. Overtime caused by using State 
coal (often causes a delay of four hour,; 
b··twcen Hockhampton and Emerald) 
nms into thousands yearly, and the 
damage to the engines with cost for 
r. pairs helps to swell our railway deficit. 
(3) The Blair Athol mines were then 
adding yearly to the wealth of Queens
land. There v, as a large body of men 
with their mm comfortable homes and 
families, receiving constant wages; free 
from strike or labour troubles of any 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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note. Most of these men the Government 
r.ow employs principally on borrowed 
moncv mining some coals, but mostly 
muck. which destroys the engin- and 
necPssitates more men and more borrowed 
1noney for repail'"'· '' 

At that meeting they attempted to stimulate 
a certain arnount of inLOrer,t in th;- 111justice 
thai unrloubtodly ''as being Jone \ o a body 
of n1en and their wives and farr1ilies, who 
were desirous Df securing the right of every 
man-the right to live. There you have the 
remarks made by two interested individuals 
who know what they are talking about. In 
the " Peak Downs 'I'degram" there is a 
copy of a letter written by one of the oldest 
driYers in the raihvav s.crYice on the value 
Df the Blair Athol coaL I am quoting this 
because of the Minister's remcuks about the 
superior quality of certain State coal as 
against Blair Athol coal. I am not dis
puting that fac\ but I am submitting 
evidence that ihe Committee should bo aware 
of-

"Emerald, 14th July, 1924. 
"To the Secretary, ::Vlincrs' r nion, 

"El air Athol. 
"Dear Sir,-I have been deputed by 

our union (th" A.F.U.L.E.) to give TOU 

son1e infortnabon concernir.g the quallt:v,. 
of the Blair Athol coal as compared with 
other coal. 

"I will commence with g·iving you my 
own experience as a fi-reman hvont:v years 
ago. (It may be more.) I was a fireman 
and we were testing coal from Emerald 
to Alpha, the usual place in the Central 
division to make tests, as this is over the 
Drnmmond Range, one of the heaviest 
rarts of railroad in Queensland. \V elL 
for a start Bluff coal was the test. abso
lute failure; Blackwater, ditto; Dawson 
Valley, same; Tolmies, awful. 

"Now, for your information and the 
point I wish yDu to take particular notice 
Df, is the fact that on all those tests, we 
were supplied with half a tender of Blair 
Athol coal. 'l'his was placed on back 
part of tender and covered with an old 
sheet. It was put there in case we were 
unable to g·et along with the other coal. 
\Vhen the engine returned to Emerald, 
all coal was cleaned off the tender and 
the same process gone through again, 
Blair A thol coal on the back as before. 
)Jow, sir, thj ") was done on everv test I 
made then. It reallv meant this·, If vou 
cannDt get along w;th the test coal you 
can rely on the Blair Athol.' I will just 
give you a few trips I have had. ~\s a 
fireman I worked the mail train from 
Emerald to Alpha (106 miles). Goods 
train Alpha to Jericho and back to 
~'\Jpha, with a full load (178 miles), with
out cleaning the fire until putting the 
eni!ine away at Alpha. Acnd the driver I 
fired for can bear me out in this. There 
were not mor0 than fDur oil drums of 
dirt. including; fire-box, ash-pan, and 
smoke-box. \Ye were never short of 
steam on any part of this trip, and ran 
tn tirrlfl without any trouble. 

" This run was made on an A14 engine. 
They are practically out Df service now. 
As a driver T have repeatedly ran the 
mail train from Emerald to Longreach, a 
distance Df 262 miles, and my fireman 
has never had to touch the fire, plenty of 
steam all the time. Another fact': I 
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have done the double trip, a distance of 
524 miles on a tender of coal (that would 
be about' 7~ tons) with the mail train. I 
have had a great deal of experience here 
and in the Southern division, both as a 
fireman and a driver, and I can honestly 
assure you that Blair ~Hhol coal is out on 
its own for locomotives. In my opinion 
it is good str 1ming, easy to clean out, 
and a great saving to boilers, as the fire 
can alwavs be kept bright. and an even 
pressure 'of st£'am maintained, therefore 
it prevents boiler f.rom leaking. I have 
tried this coal and compared it with 
other coal on !llany occasions, and as I 
have alreadv stated alwavs found it 
reliable. I forgDt to mention the class 
of c>ngine I ha.d on the 262 and 624 r:1ile 
run. A P.B. 15. I have also as a dnver 
worked a C16 engine from Emerald to 
Alnha over the Drummond Range (106 
miles) with a full load without touching 
the fire. and a full head of steam all the 
time with Blai'l' Athol coal. There 1~ 
anDther gDod point about this Blair Athol 
coal, it is vel'Y quick at lighting up and 
you hardly over get a choke? fire, and 
practically smokeless. I may mfor:n. J>OU 

that the locomen in the Central dJnswn 
swear b',' it. One fireman remarked: 
'You dD.n't want to be much of a scholar 
to fire Blair Athol coal.' 

" A driver working the mail (Emerald 
to Rockhampton), on noticing the large 
lumps of Blair Athol coal on the tender, 
said it is the best coal in the world. In 
my opinion if all Blair Athol coal was 
used in the Central division, the number 
of late trains would bo reduced greatly, 
as in my experience a. locomotive has to 
be in pretty bad order if you cannot get 
steam with your Blair Athol coal. 

" For vour further information, I have 
been using Blair Athol coal in my home 
for the last twelve years, and would not 
be without it. My average consumption 
per year is about 4 tons. SDme say, 'But 
it is severe on stoves.' I used a No. 7 
Dover for over sixteen years using Blair 
Athol coal OY·'l eight years, and never 
lu1d to renew any of the fire-box. The 
:-eason for putting stove out-senile decay, 

" (Signed) S. E. DAKIELS, 
·'President, A.F.U.L.E.'' 

'That is a statement of the president of that 
organisation. I can assure the Con1mitt~e 
that he does not hold " brief for the Elan· 
Athol coal excepting that it is a coal of 
exceptional quality. 

~Ir. RIORDAX: It ;s not the hest in the 
world. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not say that. I 
would be foolish to say woh a thing 

There has been some talk about Mount 
Isa. I remember that last sc,sion the then 
leader of the Opposition .gave us to under
st?.nd-I may be wrong m mv assumptwn, 
but others i.mderstood the same-that the 
reason for cutting down the leases to 10. acres 
was to give everybody an opportumty of 
taking up those leases, and not for the pur· 
pose of creating a monopoly. I have certam 
information this mornmg that leads me to 
believe that, instead of the encouragement 
of smaller speculators '" Mount Isa, we n'?w 
have one of the most gigantic monopohes 
that it would be possible to get. Hon. m.:;m
bers will see that the whole of the portiOn 
marked r·ed in this map is in the name Df 
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" Mount Isa. Limited." In that connection 
let me read a statement t<J prove my asser
tion that I was under this impression. 

A GoYERNli!ENT MEliiBER : Are you one of 
the speculators? 

JUr. MAXWELL: Ko, I am not a specu
latm, and during my term of public life I 
hav·e not held '" share in anything. I have 
adopted this attitude so that I should not be 
subject to accusation on that account. I 
shall road what the hon. member for Burke 
said in 1923, " Hansard," volume CXLII., 
page 1766-

" Had the Minister allowed these 
people on Mount lsa and on the new 
Cloncurry field to take up big leases, 
then what has always happened to a 
findee of a field a.nd the men engaged 
in the industry would have happened in 
those fields. Men are prospecting year 
in and ye-ar out. Genuine miners walk 
from creek to creek, <Jr pack their min
ing tools up in 9,n effort to find new 
fields, and as soon as a field is found a 
mob of ' sharks ' rush out in motDr-rars, 
peg it out, and Lhen make application 
to the Mines Department for exemption 
and hold it until s'wh time as they can 
float a company to work the show. The 
granting of only 10 acres to the prospec
tors on the Mount Isa and Chillagoe 
fidds will enable the prospectors to get 
what is due to them. A show of 10 acres 
will be quite sufficient for them. If the 
field is a success and mining magnates 
want the mine. let them buv it from 
those who have discovered it. 'some men 
have given a lifetime to finding these 
shows. These men deYote the whole of 
thGir life in prospecting in the interest 
of the State, and under this system they 
wilL be able to get something for find
ing the show." 

It is not always that I can coincide with 
the views of the hon. member for Burke, 
but I certainly agree with those statements. 
Hon. member' can qnite understand my 
desire to know how, in the face of such 
statements, the introduction of the 10-acre 
system is going to abolish monopolies, where
as, according to the map I have shown, it 
appears as if it has cr<'.'ted a monopoly. It 
s0ems to me that +his Government is a 
Government that encourages monopolies 
judging b.r the experience we have had. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1nms: No company 
would work a 10-acre lease. 

Mr. :MAXWELL: The suggestion of the 
hon. member for Burke was that thev C'ould 
buy the areas. I do not know whether it 
is the function of the Government to pro
vide the necessary water for these mines or 
not. From what ·I can learn the :Mount Isa 
people are buying no water at all for their 
mines. I understand the Government have 
sunk one bore for 50 feet without any success, 
and t.hey are going to sink another 50 feet. 
It seems to me that, if a company such as 
that is running mines in its own interests, it 
is not the duty of the Government to provide 
it with the necessary water. If there is no 
local authority in the area, naturally I take 
it that the GoveTnment will see that th<:> 
necessary water is provided for the people 
living there. 

There is one paint that I desire to stress 
in connection with the inspectors of mines. 

When vou come to look at the ,amount of 
mDney 'that is provided on the Estimates for 
the officials of the department, one can see 
that it is scarcelv eufficient to give them pay 
equal to that of 'miners. Men in that sphere 
of activitv are worthv of a certam amount 
of consideration. · 

The CHAIR::\L\N: Order! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in referring to that 
matter on this vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Then I will bring the 
matter up on the vote for " Mining Fields." 

I desire to strc'' the suggestion made by 
the hon. member for Oxley. The time has 
arrived when the ~Iinister should clear up 
any doubts that mav exist in the minds of 
those whom the hon. gentleman calls the 
possin1ists Dn this :dde. The hon. gentle1nan 
should clear up am· doubts in regard to some 
of the State- mir;cs and other enterprises, 
and tho onh· wa'; to have it cleared up is 
by adopting the' suggestion made b~ the 
hon. rnem bcr· for Oxley, and that rs, to 
appoint a Commissi<Jn to go thorough!,- into 
the whole matter. If that is done, then 
poecibly for all time people will han; to 
rcn1.ain silent. I nsk for that Commission; 
I think it is absolutely in the best interests 
of the State. I am na.turally very sorry that 
~ome of the n1i1ws are vvorking at a very great 
loss, and, with the Minister, I hope the time 
will not be ven far distant when they will 
show a profit, if they are to be continued, 
which I hope they will not be. I was very 
pleased to hear the :\'Enister's statement in 
regard to the Baralaba coalmine. I dD not 
think it is n0cr"sary to have the assurance 
of hon. members on this side that we would 
like to see State coalmines prosperous, but 
I do say that it is not the function of the 
Gm·ernment to trade. Their function is to 
govern. \Ve are all Australians on this side 
of the Chamber, .and it stands to reason that, 
when one is making his livelihood in the 
State, he wants to see the State go ahead. 
\Ve certainly contend that it is a wonderful 
Rtate; but ·you cannot stop people talking 
about the conditions of affairs obtaining, nor 
can you stop people from saying things abo~t 
the speech the hon. gentleman made m 
London. I am glad to have the assurance 
given by the Minister for Mines, but at t~e 
same time it would be a very good thmg If 
in the next issue of i he " Mining Journal " 
he has a correction of that statement inserted. 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR MIXES : I am not going 
to apologise for anything I said. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowrn): I cannot unde·r
st and the attitude taken up by the hon. 
member for Toowong, especially in regard 
to his closing remarks. when he sa_1d he 
did not wi>h to see the State coalm1nes " 
failure. This mornin;:o; I read a speech 
delivered bv his leoder, the hon. mem
ber for A{,bigny, at a certain meeting 
h0ld ye;terday and also a speech deln-ered 
bv the hon. ;,1emhc·r for 'Windsor. Both 
tt1ese hon. members declared that they were 
anti-socialists, a':l<l, considering that. S~a~e 
coalrnines are n1m·c or less of a so{'H1h~be 
nature, I take it that at the first l(leetmg 
of their party the hon. memb0r for 'Ioowong 
will be carpeted by the leader of h1s party. 
I am one of those who have always stood for 
State enterprise, bc-lieving that that is the 
solution of the problem in regard to t~e 
future of mankind. I do not think that It 
would be wise on the part of the Mines 

Mr. Collins.] 
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Department or on the part of the Govern
ment to accept the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Oxlev that a Commi~sion be 
appointed to inquire into the management 
of our State coa]rr;ine'. Our State coal
mines, as compared with priYate enterprise, 
arc, as it were, only of yesterday. If we 
were to get cowmissions appointed to inquire 
into private <ntcrprise-especially some of 
the priTate enterprises that have been run
r.ing for a number of yem·s-we would be 
a Lie to prove that thev were lamentable 
failni'C•. I know from my own experience
haTing worked as a miner-that you cannot 
start a State coalmine or any other kind of 
mine to-da./ and expect it i:o be a paying 
proposition to-morro1Y. You have to wait 
patiently. It is going to take time, just the 
sa.mo as it took time to build the railwa v 
to the, Bowen coalfield, and just the s~me as 
it took time to dev-elop the Bowen State coal
mine. I want to point out, as the M,nister 
stated this morning, that that mine is a pay
mg proposition. I interjected and asked the 
hon. c:entlcman whether that was after pay
ing interest and redemption on the £70,000 
odd which wa' opent in lhe mine, and he said 
''Yes." That means that a C'(~rtain arnount 
of interest is paid to the Treasury Depart
ment on the loan '.<hich was advanced for the 
C'-tablishment of thP mine, and, after having 
paid that interest, it still showed a profit of 
£338 for the year. That is not a great 
amount, it is true, in connection with a big 
output such as that, but, as we all know, it 
mad" a profit the year before of a little over 
£5,000, so, putting the two together, it has 
,hown a fairly good result uP to the present 
time. · 

At 11.55 a.m., 
~lr. F. A. COOI'ER (lJremtr), one of the 

panp] of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS: I listened verv carefullv 
to the Minister's speech. I take it that 
during his travels abroad, being of an 
observant turn of mind, he has taken notice 
of what they are doing in other countries. 
He pointed out that we would have to get 
more up-to-date, and I take it that that 
moans that we would have to get more 
up-to-dato machinery. I know that some of 
the machinerv at the Bowen StatP coalmine 
is not as ur>-to-date as it ought to he. I 
want the Minister to infuse into the Mines 
Department the same sentiments which he 
expressed this morning; that is, that we 
should have more up-to-date machinery in 
connection with our State coalmines. I 
have no hesitation in saying that we are 
behind the privatelv-ownecl mines in regard 
to the screening of 'coal. I am one of those 
who believe in the State having all avail
able resources behind it, and the equipment 
of a State coalmine should certainly be 
ahead of that of a privatelv-owned coa!JYline. 
When I visited the Bowen" coalfield I found 
that, hile there was an up-to-date screen
ing· plant at the private mine, we had an 
obsolete one at our St" tP coalmine, and 
some of the trade which ought to have 
belonged to th·= StatP coalmine was rh·jfting
to the privately-owned mine. Let. the truth 
be told. It is quite true that during the 
next week or two we shall have in operation 
an up-to-date screening plant at the State 
coalmine. but why should the State coal
mine drag behind the privately-owned 
n1ine? 

:\fr. ELPHINSTOKE: It always does. 

[ivlr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLIJ':'S: :t\ot always. If we are 
goino- to succee-d, we must have the most up
to-cl;'te machinery known to man. The State 
coalmine at Bow en has been fairly successful. 
\YC' have a privately-owned mine 3~ mile9 
distant from the State coalmme. I would 
like to a .. k the hon. member for Toowong 
if that private mine has shown any prof't 
at all? Is it not a fact that they are still 
making calls in connection with the develop
ment of that mine, although they have 
reached the producing stage? Why should 
it be said in this Chamber that the St!tte 
c -,almine should show a profit after pz.png 
iPterest and redemption and royalties, the 
same as the privately-owned ~ine pays, and 
that the privately-owned mme, hich has 
been operating practically for the same 
rumber of years, up to tho prcsen~ has not 
been able to show any profit for Its share
holders. 

I\1r. ELPHINS'fONE: Did they not have to 
v;ait some time for a railway siding? 

:\1r. COLLIKS: They only had to wait a 
f.,,,. month.s longer than the Stat"e coal
mine. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTO;,;;E : That is a disadvantage. 

:\Ir. COLLIXS: Yes, to some extent. No 
one can compare the general eql!ipm~nt 
of the two mines. lt is like comparmg 
a small pigmy with a giant when you 
compare the two mines in r-egard to gene
ral equipment. But I am pomtmg out 
how we should have bec,n ahead of them 
and have got the trade. When I was at the 

State coalmine in June, the 
[12 noon] output was a little over 300 tons 

· a clay, whilst that from the 
privatelv-ownecl mine was a little over 
200 tons a clay. This party can take some 
ncclit for having developed that coalfield, 
vvhioh at present is turning out over .500 tons 
a clav from the two mines. That; IS some
thin; of which a North Queenslander can 
be ~~·oud. I ,,m just menti<~ming t~ese. facts 
in the hope that the Mimster will mfuse 
into his department and the men who con
trol the State mines, a cleterminati~n to use 
more up-to-date methods in procluomg coal. 
It is all verv well, as some people do, to 
blam2 the m~n who hew the coal; hut some
timE's it is just as well to examine the men 
at headquarters who control the min~s to 
see that those men have up-to-date machmery 
for the nrocluction of eoal. It is interesting 
to find that last vear ; he production of the 
Bowen State mine. as mentioned by the 
Minister, vvas 74,866 tons, placing it right 
in the front rank of coalmines in the State. 
The :\finister also mentioned that 46,000 tons 
of the coal were us-ed for railway purposes, 
so that about 28,000 tons were used for other 
nurposes, of which 14,000 tons were. used for 
bunkering. The hl!nkering is bemg done 
mostlv at Townsville, and people may ask 
vvhy. V 

0PPOSI~IO:.l ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLI~S: One reason is that we 
have not got the new coal jetty at Bowen 
completed. \Ve are looking forward to a big 
export trade, and I ask the Minister that 
steps he taken by his clepartment-I hope 
thev have already been taken-to make 
inq\.1iries in the East as to the demand for 
coal and the suitability of Bowen coal for 
their requirements. vVe should not let the 
private company get ahead of us in this 
respect. 
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I want also to point out to the Minister 
the necessity for storage accommodation. So 
far no steps have been taken to that end at 
Bowcn. It is no use telling me that we 
-do not need it. W c must have it if we arc 
to l:>e successful. If a ship comes in for 
10,000 tons of coal, we must not keep it 
waiting while trains run to and from the 
coalfield. That might be all very well in 
its way, but we need storage bins at the 
wharf; and rt is no use telling me that 
storage bins are not valuable adjuncts to 
coalmining. I find from the report of 
Mr. Goddard that bins have been erected 
already at Mount Mulligan, and, if it is a 
good. thing to erect them at Mount Mulligan 
-whwh cannot compare as a coalfield with 
Bowen-:-it has a _very small seam, but I am 
not saymg anythmg against it as a coalfield 
for that reason; it cannot help having a 
small seam-it is a good thing to have them 
at Bowen. Mr. Goddard points out in his 
report that it is a good thing. and effected 
a saving. If we are to open up a big export 
trad9, and talk not in a few hundreds of 
tons ·but in hundred." of thousands of tom, 
.some preparation should be made to deal 
with this aspect of the question. If steps in 
this direction arc not taken, we shall find 
r hat when the jetty is completed. and the 
boats commence to come in, it will be detri
ment\] to the coal export tr~de if the ships 
haYe to wait any lengi;h of time before they 
c.m be loaded. I tako it that time counts 
"·ith the big coal boats, which haye to 
employ largo numbers of men to enable them 
to sail betwe-en ,~ifferent ports, and it is a 
quo~hon of lcadmg in as short a time as 
pcs.sible. 

, I want to impress the remarks of Mr. 
G~ddard, not only upon the Secretary for 
,l';lm~s, bu.t UJ!On the 'Treasurer also. Mr. 
u-odaard, m hts report, says-

" The coal bins likewise will be a boon, 
as when they are full large orders could 
be readily met with. This unit must also 
be of g-reat aesistance to the Railwav 
Department in the way of liberating a 
large amount of rolling-stock which is 
now required under our present svstom 
of loading. It will also ensure ·mere 
constant work at the mine, as during 
the year under review the mine was idle 
fourteen days through wagon shortage, 
and partly ·Idle several other davs. The 
total .time lost through wagon shortage 
was sixteen 'and a-half days. 

"Taking fourteen days at our average 
daily output of 203.262 tons, .we showed 
a loss of coal at 2,850 tons." 

Now, if it _is necessary with a limited output 
and a limited demand to see that bins are 
ere~te:d at Mount Mulligan, how much mere 
,,o IS It necessary that bins should be erected 
~t the. Bowt;n coalfi-eld, or in Bowen itself. 
;n anhcrpabon of a large export of coal? 
l:lurely we are not going to spend from 
£100,00Q to £200,000 in the erection of the 
Bowen JettJT almost entirely for coal export 
and bunkenng. l?ll1'poses unless we are going· 
to make provrswn for i he tr:wsit of that 
{'Oal in an cxpeditiou=; n1a.nucr! I a.n1 
drawing the Minister's attention to this. 
I have: argued this until I am tired of 
arguing . it. I can · see what is going to 
happen rf we are not very careful. \Vhat 
I believe i.s going to happen is that we shall 
have the Jetty completed and boats coming 
m, and we shall not have sufficient trucks 
and there are not sufficient trucks in th~ 

Railway Department at the present time to 
load the coal a' quickly as it should be 
loaded. 

Mr. ELPHI:-<STOJSE: That rs exactly what 
will happen. 

Yir. COLLIXS: ·I find it necessary to get 
up in this Chamber and defend my position 
as the representative of Bowen. It is time 
that the Government looked round and did 
something in this connection. 

Hon .. \V. II. BARJSES: The hon. member 
ought tc move the r.djournment of the 
House on the question. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: I do not want to move 
the adjournment of the Hous·e. I am one 
of those \Yho, when given an opportunity to 
deal with the matter on this vote, believe in 
giving Yoico to my Qpinions. Since the com
menccmcnr of the Bowcn State coalmine, 
130,415 tons have been produced, whilst at 
the Bowen Consolidat0d mine-which is a 
private mine-the output has been only 24,623 
tons. and on that amount of produetion 
they have not yet been able to pay a 
dividend. The report of the department 
1s a. n:ry u3cful document in settitg out 
1 he mineral production in the Stat Lut 
there is plenty of room for improv·ement in 
regard to oqr mineral production. 

I want to draw the Minister's attention for 
a moment to Mount Isa, and my remarks 
can be borne out by the hon. member for 
i\'Iitcholl. When we were at Mount Isa ·as 
nwmbcrs of the Public W arks Commission, 
we found complaints amongst the miners in 
reference to the method of pegging out their 
lea'"' They had the one-peg system in 
many <''lses, and theN) vv·ere instances where 
one n1an put in one peg, and later on 
another man came along and put in another 
peg a few Yards away. with the result that 
no one re all v knew where the leases were. 
Speaking frCnn my own experience as a 
miner, I believe in the four-peg system, and 
men should be compelled to peg out as near 
as possible their 5 acre' or 10 acres, so as 
to make it clear to the next man the point 
from which he can commence to peg out. 
Owing to the faulty system at Mount Isa, 
there were many men who had pegged out a 
claim, and when it came to the survey they 
found the:· had no holding at all. We want 
to clo away with that system. In connection 
with the 10-acre blocks, we all know that a 
gentleman by the name of Corbould, repre
senting a powerful syndicate. came along 
and bought most of the 10-acre blocks iro·n 
the miners, with the result that we now 
have a largo area owned by one gigantic 
company. 

The SEcRETARY FOR JIIIINES: Thf' miner gets 
the b··neflt under the 10-acre system. 

:\fr. COLLINS : The miner got the benefit 
at Mount Isa, as he was able to sell out to 
Mr. Corbould for a fairly high sum. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He is also a 
shareholder. 

Mr. COLLINS: I have never visited any 
place in the whole of my life where I have 
l10e.rd so many men talking in thousands as 
I did when we were at Mount Isa; but that 
is by the way. 

I am one of those who believe that it would 
be a bad day for Queensland if we had ex
haust"d our mining- resources. vVe have not 
exhausted our mining resources. (Heat, 
hear !) There is any amount of room in 
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Queensland for the development of those 
resources. I read only the other day where 
a now coalfield had been discovered in York
shire. EngL~nd is a c-ountry in which mining 
was supposcd to be well developed, but this 
new coalfield will add hundreds of m;llions 
of tons to its coal resources. 

No hon. member who, like the hon. member 
for Burke and myself, has travelled over 
Queensland to a large extent believes that we 
have exhausted our mining resources, or that 
we have made all the discoveries we are 
going to make in regard to minerals. The 
Minister should assist genuine prospectors. 
I know that he does to some extent but we 
want him to go a little further ~nd give 
particular attention to genuine prospectors. 
I myself recommended to him a genuine 
prc"pector who had prospected the country 
from the bark of Cm·dwell right down to 
::Vfany P<'aks. There are many men of that 
type> m Queensland who are willing to 
prospect the country,. and they should get 
cvcr.v DdSistance poss1ble. Such a work is 
something hi!jher and . better than working 
for wa,·cs, which the Mimster referred to this 
morning. I have a high admiration for ~he 
man who pOS"o :sses that independent spirit 
winch makm him profc>r to win a livelihood 
fr<?m natur., rather than earn a living by 
tOilmp; for wme other person. He is the 
Ideal man after all, and is a long av ahead 
of those of us who call ourGelYes m" a sense 
socialists. 

Mr. CLAYTON: In a sense? 

Mr .. COLLINS: I know it is necessary for 
mankmd m a sense to pa's through the 
socialistic school of thought, but I do not 
thmk for one moment that that is the ideal 
of mankind. But I would be getting awav 
from t-he Yote under discussion if I deait 
with that matter. It is the men who have 
this indc>pend<'nt spirit who are more or less 
the pioneers of this country. 

I want to thank the Minister for what he 
has do!' • in mv electorate, particularly for 
advancmg £1,500 to assist in building a bat
tcl:Y at Jl.fo"mt Coo]on. I :etm informed by uhe 
Mmcs Dcpitrtment that the batterv is 
expected to be put in operation withi,'l the 
next week or so. It is a type of battery that 
1s new to Queensland, and, if it is going to 
be the success wo arc led to believe. it is 
!Soing. to revolutionise the crushing of stone 
m. tl11s St 1te. I am living in hopes that it 
w<ll he a success, but I have mv doubts in 
reganl to m my of the new i,;ventions of 
batteriC>s. T ha:vo soen the Huntingdon and 
othc·r battcrH'S m us<', and I have seen manv 
of the minr•s go back to the old stampc'r 
battery. 

I was pl0ased to see by the report that a 
good rrushing had been obtained from the 
old ;\formanby goldfiE'ld, and I hope that it 
will be the means of reviving that field. I 
wont to emphasise once more that the 
:Ylinister should do all he can to assist some 
of those genuine prospectors. 

R<'garding what my friend, the hon. mem
ber for Burke, said about Lawn Hill, we all 
know that the Lawn Hill sih·e·r field was 
known long b.-fm''' Mount Isa. I have no 
doubt that with the present price of silver 
ond with its magnificent lod<es-as I have 
n.oticed from geolop;ical reports from time to 
time-the Lawn Hill silver field is a field 
that will have to be reckoned with in the 
matter of silver and lead production. Of 
course, as the hon. member for Burke 

[Mr. Collins. 

pointed out. it is 120 miles distant from the 
ballast ground at Burketmvn, and carriage 
is fairly high, and it is handicapped in many 
directions. That brings me once more to 
this important question, that, if that part of 
Queensland is going to be developed, the 
Commonwealth Government ought to help 
ihis State in bringing about that develop
ment by the construction of a railway. 

There is no need to be dishc'1rtened in con
nection with our State coalmines. They are 
g\)ing to he a success. Private enterprise at 
Blair Athol did not sell its coal at 10s. 6d. a 
ton unt-il the advent of the State coalmines. 
I understand thaL before the advent of the 
State coalmines one had to pay 14s. 9d. a ton 
at the pit's mouth for Blair Athol coal. 
Now, owing to the compdition brought about 
by the State coalmines a' against privately
owned coalmines, Blair Athol naturally seeks 
to sell at the lowest possible pi·ice to secure 
some of the trade. I understand that a la·rge 
number of Blair Athol coalminers have been 
transferred from Blair Athol to the Bowen 
State coalmines. With the better conditions 
which ought to be made possible by the State 
-the State ought to have better conditions 
than those prevailing under privately-owned 
mines-it will be perhaps a blessing in dis
g-uise for those ml?h who used in years gone 
Ly to work at Blair Athol. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (O:rlcy): The reason 
whv I urged some little while ago that an 
inq'uiry should be held into the general con
r1uct of our State enterprises is because 1n 
these times of difficulty--particularly financial 
diflicultv-thero is a need to cut off those 
wt<:'rpr{ses which a·re sucking the life blood 
of Queensland. 'l'here was a time when I 
presume the Premier-to whom I suppose we 
can attribute the cessation of the fish enter
r-riecs of this St<~te-recognised that the 
industrv was iml!ossible and was losmg 
trr>mendous sums 'of money, and that the 
cnly wise and proper step to take was to 
cut it out. That was done. Apparently It 
is a sore point to refer to in these days, 
cevertheless those of us who see the menace 
of State enterprises recognise it was right 
for the Premier 1 o close down. Therefore, 
T contend that an inquiry should be held into 
the conduct of State enterprises generally to 
find out which of those entemrises is abso-rb
ing money out of all proportion to the utility 
it is creating·, with a view to cuttlng out th~t 
[•articular "ponge. I still maintain that IS 
the right thing to do. The hon. member who 
just resumed his scat has made reference, as 
naturally he shouid, to Bowen. To me It 
is a man-e! that the hon. mcmbe,- has been 
so patient, as apparently he has been, as to 
allow the whole product of the Bowcn coal
field to go to Townsville for some years. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1IXES: You have not 
stat-ed which mining enterprise could be cut 
out. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I shall do so in 
time. \Vc have asked cmestions in this Cham
ber repeatedly as to why steps are not taken 
to provide facilities for the handlmg of 
coal, which is Bowen's by right. That rail
way, which has cost something like £12,900 
a mile to build-one of the most expensive 
railways that Queensland has ever constructed 
-can only be made to pay if it is kept con
tinually running, or rather, if goods are 
continually being carried over it. That can 
best be done by seeing that the facilities 
asked for by th8 hon. member for Bowen 
are provided with as little delay as possible" 
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At the present time Townsville is reaping coalmine is concerned, has not paid a 
the advantage of the development of the divi·dend. He forgets that the State can 
Bowen coalfield, which is an injustice to effect losses in regard to its enterprises and 
Bowen. When the hon. member for Bowen pass them on to the poor taxpayer, whereas 
was comparing the State mine with the a privately-owned concern simply has to 
Consolidated mine alongside, l was very close its doors if it makes serious losses. 
much amused with one remark he made- Therefore, with private enterprise it is a case 
" that the Consolidated mine is getting the of the survival of the fittest. Unless they are 
greater proportion of the private. business in able to market their product at a price 
North Qqeensland." It is the railways in which the consumer will pay, and a price 
North Queensland that keep the State mine which will permit them to pay for the cost 
going. The private consumer prefers the of productiOn, they have simply to close their 
coal from the Consolidated mine for some doors. 
reason or other that I nm not able to give. The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You should 
If they are turning out 200 tons a day as peruse one of our balance-sheets. 
against 300 tons a. day by the State coal-
mine, and the railways are taking all the Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. gentleman 
co-al from the State mine, it is obvious that has had his say. In !hat regard the St·ate 
the private consumer is not troubling the can pass it on to •he taxpayer, whereas 
State coalmine for his coal. private enterprise cannot carry on if it is 

'The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Oh, yes he is. not able to produce its goods at a reasonable 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Very little of it, co:;<t. 

because the figures I have mentioned are \\7hen the Premier was in London, he 
g·iven on the authority of the hon. member addressed certain members of the House of 
for Bowen. Those figures prove to a very Commons in the Empire Parliamentary Asso
large extent what I am saying. The hon. ciation's rooms-a privilege which was 
member claimed that the Bowen State mine cxl€·ndcd practically to every visiting mem
should be equipped with the latest type of ber·-and I think it is very wise that every 
machinery, so that economies might be hon. member visiting England should take 
effected in every direction. I wonder what advantage of that opportunity. I have be
woul·d happen to the hon. member's fol- fore me the> speech which the Premier made 
lower• on that particular coalfield if all on 12th March, 1924, in which he deals with 
these labour-saving devices that he suggests the activities of the Government in the 
were instituted. I make bold to say that it conduct of Queensland's affairs. In dealing 
woqld only be a very short time-perhaps with coal it is rather peculiar that he makes 
hours-before a strike occurred there, and absolutely no reference to the Baralaba and 
the men absolutely refused to work the mine St:yx River mines. He deals with the Bowen 
until these deprivers of labour were removed. coalfield and points out that that is the 
Another point is-I think the Minister will source from which the railways now procure 
probably agree with tl:is-that you ·always their coal supplies, but he makes no refer
find that the worker gives a fairer deal to <:'nc·e whatever to the Baralaba and Styx 
the private employer than he does to the River mines. In that connection one of the 
State. One of the biggest arguments against tragedies in regard to mining operations in 
State enterprise is that the employee prefers Queensland, in my humble opinion, is the 
to work for the private employer as against stifling of the Blair Athol mina. It has 
th S t 1 'l'h G been the set programme of the prec,ent 

e ta e emp oyer. e overnment say Government to drive that mine out of exist-
they are a model employer, and they are this, 
that, and the other; but you find there are once. I had the privilege of taking home 
more strikes in connection with State coal- with me to certain coal authorities in Eng
mines than in connection with privately- land particulars of this mine, with the price 
owned mines. at which the coal was available and ,analyses 

of the coal, with the object of trying to 
Mr. CoLLINS: There has been no strike on develop for the Blair Athol Mining Company 

the Bowen coalfield so far. overseas markets for their wonderful coal. 
:Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There may not Surprise was expressed on several hands that 

have been so far, but the hon. member knows a 'earn of that kind, which could be mined at 
there has been quite a lot of trouble there. such a low cost by reason of the removal 
Although I endorse absolutely the hon. mem- of the overburden, should be starving for 
her's contention that labour-saving appli- lack of support. The only answer one could 
anc·es should be introduced, I do argue that give was that whilst the present Govern
once he does that he is going to find serious rrwnt were in power, their main object wa.s 
trouble awaiting him in regard to that to bolster np their own activities, and that 
mine. so long as the Baralaba. and St.yx mines 

existed, the Blair Athol mine had no chance 
of finding a local market, and was looking 
for an overseas market where buyers bought 
coal at its intrinsic value, quite regardless 
of whether it was a State or private pro
duction. In my judgment it is a great 
pity that the enormous wealth which is 
a.csociated with the Blair Athol mine Bhould 
be> allowed to stagnate as it is doing at the 
present moment. I hope that some means 
will be found of keeping that mine of such 
wonderful value before the _public. When 
ono mentioned on the other side of the water 
the <elimensio·ns of the seams at Blair Athol, 
which are simply extraordinary in. their 
thickness, the mine was looked upon as 
being one of the world's marvels; yet we 
are doing nothing with it; we are simply 

Mr. GLEDSON: Do vou call a belt-convey
ancer a labour-saving' device? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I know that a belt
conveyancer undoubtedly does save labour. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It dor·s nothing of the sort. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Probably the hon. 

member is arguing from a different view
point to mine. All these mechanical appli
ances for the handling of minerals must be 
labour-saYing devices, and I have seen no 
m:~ument to disprove that. Another point 
whwh the hon. member for Bowen touched 
on was in support of his contention that 
State enterprises should be maintained. He 
compared them to private enterprise, which 
he says, so f·ar as the Bowen Consolidated 

Mr. Elphinst()ne.] 
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stifling that mine to bolster up our two 
State mines at Styx River and Baralaba. 
It was rather enlightening to read the 
Premier's speech in regard to this mine 
when addressing this same body of English 
pditicians that I referred to. He was 
aeked this question-

" Mr. '¥RIGHT: 'What measures have 
been tak<m for the preer,rvation of those 
surveys? 

" Mr. THEODORE: They arc preserved 
in the Mines Department at Brisbane. 
The coal measures in Queensland arc 
very extensive. We are only in the 
initial stages of development of those 
resources. There are very extensive 
areas running into hundreds of square 
miles in various parts of the State. In 
one case the coal seam is 90 feet thick 
and reaches within 70 feet of the sur
face. At present we are engaged in 
stripping off the overburden in order to 
work this seam with steam shovels." 

The hon. gentleman was speaking to mem
bers of the Empire Parliamentarv Associa
tior:. >vhich included Labour politicians, and 
trymg to show them that the State's activi
tic•s in mining have boon successful; but it 
is significant that the onlv coalmine he 
makes reference to is one i·un by private 
eit~crprise, and one vvhere private enter
prbe has spent thousands of pounds in strip
pmg off the overburden to make this coal 
aYailable at a cheaper price. Now that that 

has been done and the coal can 
[12.30 p.m.] be pro~uced at a very low .wice, 

there IS no market for 1t. I 
quote those remarks to show that when the 
Premier was in other parts of th~ world, he 
was P':epared to. hold up as an example the 
actrvities of pnvate enterprise in making 
that wonderful supply available. We come 
home to Queensland, and we find that in 
actual practice the mine is starved for lack 
of support simply in order to maintain the 
State mines at Baralaba and Styx River. 

Mr. FARRELL: If it is such a good pro
posrtwn. why IS not private enterprise mak
ing a 8UCCOSS of it? 

:Hr. ELPHINSTONE: Simply because 
Queen~] and mdustry has been strangled, and 
there ~s no use for coal here except in the 
actiVJtle9 whiCh the State itself pursues. The 
State Goyernment, in ehasing its shibboleth 
of soc1ahsm, hews and uses the coal quite 
regardless of the east of production, and so 
starves the cheaper .and better properties. 
That IS the reply to thr, hon. member. 

[ war,rt now to deal briefly with the position 
regardmg Q.ueensland' s precious stones as one 
found it. in England. I had the opportunity 
of exammrng the situation and the Minister 
made available to me all the information 
which was required so far as he could furnish 
it, and gav<: me every assistance in arriving 
~t a concluswn. I had the privilege of meet
mg. 'Mr. Know.les, and formed quite a high 
estimate of h1m and his capabilities. To 
those w.ho are dependent on the marketing 
of precwus stones for their livelihood-and 
there are a good many in the electorate of 
the hon. member for Leichhardt-I wish to 
Bay a few ""ords in passing. In the first 
place, it is rather depressing to note in the 
report of the Mine~ Department that the 
Dnly mineral production in Queensland worth 
speaking of which made a retrograde step 
last year was that of precious stones, the 
output of which was some thousands of 

r Mt·. Elphinstone. 

pounds less than in the preceding year. In 
my judgment it is depressing, because I do 
not think it need have occurred if the market
ing o£ the stones had been undertaken in a 
proper manner. Queensland's precious stones 
seem to be in a category of their own. That 
is the first fact one has to recognise. The 
second fact is that London is the jewel market 
of the world. Although America consumes 
such a 1arge perr··,ntage of the production of 
precious stones-considerably more than 
Great Britain-yet America still comes to 
London, as other countries do, as the market 
for precious stones. Therefore London is 
essentiallv the market that we should cul
tivate fm:· our Queensland gems. Another fact 
for consideration is that Queensland gems 
ha' e peculiar characteristics-which many 
jewel merchants in London have been slow 
to recognise. The worst thing that could 
happen to jewels of that nature is that they 
should be hawked-and Queensland gems 
have been hawked from one end of London 
to the other. That has had the effect of 
n1inin1ising their commercial value, and it is 
going to take quite an effort on the part of 
those responsible for their marketing to 
recover for them the reputation to which they 
arP entitled. Another fact to be remembered 
is that jewels covering such a wide range 
need to be verY carefully graded before 
the"' are offer d for sale. There are 
certain merchants dealing with certain 
cJ a:"~,es of stones and, if one takes 
to them a mixed 'up lot of all kinds and 
conditions, he prejudices his market with 
t.hoc e individuals. But, if one takes to a 
particular merchant a class of j ewe! he knows, 
and graded in an attractive way, one finds 
him responsive and inclined to make a deal. 
These points have been forgotten and 
nC'glccted. and the g·em procurer in Queens
land has been the sufferer. I sincerely hope 
that arrangements will be made to improve 
that position-inde·ed, I have reason for be
lieving that. they have already been ma·~e. 
:\1v advice to the producer of gems-I giVe 
it 'to him for what it ma.y be worth-is to 
look after the marketing of ·his own jewels. 
I am not onimated by any personal feeling 
in saying that. I do not believe in Govern
ment marketing of produce in any shape or 
form. I believ·e the Government can be of 
assi,tance in financing the efforts of the pro
ducers themselves, and in that case I believe 
that the Mines Department can be of assi~t
ance to those jewel producers in the diffi
culties in which they find themselves. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is all the department is 
doi:1g now. 

Mr. ELPHINST'ONE: My suggestion is 
that the jewel procurers look to the markf;t
ing of their own jewels, because they w11l 
soon find out the class of jewel for which 
the best ma·rket is obtainable, and will soon 
get down to the business side of production. 
It is one thino- to produce a thing, but it is 
another thing 

0

to market it. I have frequently 
e.rgued from this side of the Chamber, 
whether in connect ion with cotton, or Jewels, 
or anything else, that it is only by the com
bination of those two sets of circumstances 
and interlocking the one with the other that 
we shall overcome th<' marketing difficulties 
which have been S'J pronounced in reference 
t{J Queensland production. 

The hon. member for Bowen, in closing his 
remarks, asked that encouragement be given 
to the pri.-ate prospector. We on this side 
endorse that remark absolutely. We believe 



Supply. [30 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1195 

that Queensland has got just as much 
r,,ineral wealth underground as we have got 
out of the ground so fa'l', and probabl:,· very 
much more; and we bdieve that it can be 
brought to light only by encouraging the 
individual pioneering and seeking qualii..i~s 
of the body of men who are known as pros· 
pectors. Since the advent of this Govern· 
~11011t, that prospecting spirit has been largely 
stifled because men ha.-e found it much 
c1 si er' to live on the fringe of towns and exist 
upor1 rations and other snrts of Government 
relief conditions rathPr than go out and 
,., .trch for their mvu !i.-elihood by prospect· 
ing A cat is a very u.,eful ·domestic anima1 
if it is allowed to go and search for its own 
food; but once yon start to pamper that cat 
"''"d food it. it become fat. useles,, and a 
menace. It is exactly the same with human 
nature. Once you begin to pamper a person 
nr•d let him see that he can earn a livelihood 
without working for it. you kiil that very 
instinct in the [ll'O>JH'cting pioneer which the 
hon. rne1nbnr for Bo·,, en iE! so anxious to see 
.cultivated. Personally I welcome his remarks, 
ttnd it is pleasing to see that the arguments 
which ho11, metnbers on this sido have 
indulged in for the past eight or nine years 
are now finding fertile soil and boariug fruit 
in the minds of so,ne hon. members opposite. 
'Ihero is hardl v a n1easure \Yhich corrte-::; 
before this Charnbor or a vote that come; up 
for c~nsideration on ''"hich we do not find 
s·1me hon. member opposite getting up and 
ucing the rerr1ark3 a.nd a•rguments that we 
_ha YO used for 1nany years past; and, 
nlthough it may not always be the ambition 
of a politician to rl'main in opposition, never
thole" we get co!tsoh ton from the fact that 
1·en1arks we have n:.ade·ycar in a.nd year out, 
and which experience has proved to he 
correct, are now finding a place in the 
r:tinds of som·~ hon. 1nen1bers opposite \vho 
are in control of this State's de,tinies at the 
present time. 

Mr GLEDSOX (Ipswich): The Mines 
Jlepartmont is on0 of the most important 
departments that we have in the State, and 
the mining industry has many times in the 
histor0 of Quecnsl<:nd been the saviour of the 
country during periods of drought, when the 
ogricultural and other industries have failed. 
J n dealing with the mining industry we must 
bear in mind that practically the same con· 
·clitions wth respect to the metal market 
which affect the industry in Queensland 
obtain in other varts of the world. Since 
the conclusion of the war, the bottom has 
practically dropped out of the metal market 
nnd there has been a depression in mining 
in Queensland. more particularly in 1'\orth 
Queensland, where, before the war there was 
developing one of the richest and most pros. 
r,erous mining fields in any part of the world. 

Any hon. memher of this Chamber, or any 
person out of it, cannot go to North Queens
hnd and see the possibilities of the North 
so far as mineral development is concerned 
without being impressed with the fact that 
the facilities there should make Queensland 
the mining ccr,tre of the world. All that is 
·required to enable Queensland to become a 
great mining centre rs to secure a sufficient 
return for the minerals that are produced. 
If we are not getting_ sufficient return for 
them, it rs no use cligging them from the 
ground. 

I was interested with that part of the 
departmental report de a ling with the acci
dents in our mines, particularly in relation 

to our collieries. \Ye certainly have ha9 a 
very good year, and !1ave been very hee 
from serious accidents. \Ve had two fatal 
accidents in our coalmines which could not 
bo attributed to matters in connection with 
the mining of coaL One of the fatal acci· 
dents was caused by a truck running away 
on the surface at a mine in the electorate 
of the hon. member for Aubigny; and the 
other occurred in the Ipswich district. It 
was a surface accident, the man »t the pit· 
head being precipitated over the pit·head 
and killed. vVe are told sometimes that we 
should not Bay too much about accidents, 
beraus·e we do not know the moment when 
an accident will take place in any mine. 
That is true. There is always the danger of 
an accident taking pbce in a mine, and the 
only thing wo can do when the number of 
accidents is down to the minimum is to con
gra tu la tc the Chief Inspector and his staff on 
the work thev are performing and the state 
of efficiencv that has bc·cn secured so far as 
securitY from accidents is concerned. I saw 
cniy ;;; this week's newspapers a r·eport of 
the American Bureau of Labour dealing with 
ihe mining accident3 that have occurred in 
Yarious countries of the world. "' e find that 
there haye been quite 1t number of accidents 
in America. and that quite a number of 
lives have been sacrificed in the collieries. 
The return also showed that a similar state 
of affairs prevail in Great Britain. Acci
dents have also taken rlace in the Southern 
States. \Ve in Ouecmland have had quite 
a number of accidents in our coalmines. The 
greatest disaster was in the year 1921. as a 
result of tho explosion at Mount Mulligan. 
The Chief Inspector and his staff therefore 
should be congratulated on the work done 
and the endeavour made to make the mines 
,. 1fe as far as they possibly can. I can speak 
from experience, and I say that each of the 
officials has done his best in attempting to 
remove all causes of aecidents. 

Ther·c is another matter I want to speak 
about, and that is in connection with the 
Chillagoe mines, which were referred to by 
the hon. member for Bowen. The report 
of the general manager is not a v·ery illumi
nating one. It is one upon which vie cannot 
congTatulate ourselves. The Minister, in 
replying to the hon. member for Bowen, said 
that the !os" on Chillagoe last year amounted 
to a considerable sum of money-£57,000 on 
the working expenses, not including £46,000 
in tcrcst on the ea pi taL 
·At 12.45 p.m., 
'fhe CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That means, as the hon. 
g-entleman told us, £103,000. That is one of 
the things of which we shall have to sit up 
and take notice. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS .: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GLEDSON: vVe cannot continue 
showing a loss in this direction. If we were 
showing ·a loss that could be counter-balanced 
in somP other way, t.he expenditure would 
be justified, but if we cannot counter·balance 
the expenditure and can see no prospect of 
overcoming it in any way, we must consider 
whether we are justified in spending over 
£100.000 a year in keeping Chillagoe alive. 
If there is a counter·balancing benefit, I 
wonld like the Minister to go into the matter 
and show us what it is. 

Hon. memhors opposite have 1accused the 
State coalmines of showing consider a hie 

Mr. Gledson /, 
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l0sses. and the Minister has gone very fairly 
into the whole matter and has shown that, 
while some of the mines show a loss, others 
ohm' a slight profit. \Ve have a counter
halancing benefit w far as our State coal
mines are concerned, so that the nominal 
loss shown is really not a loss at all. I shall 
takE' the mines seriatim, because there has 
bef'n a lot said in connection with the work 
of Baralaba and Styx, which have been com
pared with Blair Athol. Blair Athol is 
some 200 miles from any seaport, and 200 
miles from the chance of getting a market. 
To-day the Blair Athol colliery is not being 
deprived of its trade by the Government. 
The Government arc pl!rchasing coal from 
the Blair Athol mine and supplying the 
Railway Department in that district with 
1hat coal. That should be made clear. The 
Blair Athol mine is supplying depots at 
Emerald, Alpha, and right out along the 
Longreach and Clermont and Spi·ingsure 
lines with all the coal that is used bv the 
Railway Department in that district. ·That 
cDalmine is not supplying the districts of 
Rockhampton. :Mount Morgan. and other 
places around there, because they are able 
to use the coal from Baralaba and Styx 
River more economically than they can t;se 
the coal from Blair Athol, taking into con
sideration freight and all other matters. The 
Serrt,tar:v for ~1ines told us this 1nqrning 
that the Secr-etary for Railwavs had informed 
him that the Dcnartment of Railwavs had 
saved some £44,000 in connection wi'th the 
supply of coal. That might be so, but I 
think that, if we went into the whole of the 
figure,, e would find that we have saved a 
considerably greater sunl. 

GovER":ME~T ~iE"IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: I shall take from the 
::\orth. starting with the. northern mines, 
taking Mount Mulligan first. I have the 
report of the general in.anager, Mr. Goddard, 
and from that I find that the cost of produc
ing coal at Mount Mulligan is 32s. l.Old. 
per ton and the selling pric~ per ton on 
railway trucks at Mount MulligHn is 28s. 
9.4d. Slack is sold to thP Bihoohra Meat 
Company at 25s. a ton and to the Chillagoe 
State Smelters at 25s. a ton. That brings 
the average price they receive for the coal 
to 28s. 9d. a ton, or, as is shown in the 
report, a loss of approximately 4s. a ton. 
V•le want to ·see whether there J'eallv is a 
loss on that coal. 'There is a loss if it costs 
32s. a ton to produce the coal and they sell 
it at 28s. 9d. per ton; but what we have to 
find ont is what they would have to pay for 
L'oal if the Mount Mulligan mine was not 
wmkcd. Prior to Mount Mulligan being 
dcvcloperl. Southern coal cost from 42s. 3d. 
to 45s. 9d. a ton landed at Cairns. Then 
that coal had to be taken bv rail to the 
Chillagoc smpJters. ·Therefore: the opening 
up of the Niount l\1ulligan coalmine, has not 
nwant a loss to the State at alL It has 
a.ctua lly Raved the State of Queensland some 
thou~ands of pounrls. Last year Mount 
Mull!gan produced 39,329 tons of coal. The 
cost of producing that coal at 32s. ld. per 
ton worb o11t at £63 090 5s. 5d. That is the 
cost to ihc State. If th~v had to buv the 
same quantity of coal from the South. it 
wonld co•t. landed at C",irns, at the least 
£R3.082. That shows that the opening of 
Mount Mulligan has meant a saving to tho 
State of <:;·ueemland of £19.992. That is 
the saving to the Railway Department and 
o·thcr departments. The same thing applies 

[111r. Gledson. 

in other cases. Baralaba coal is being sold 
to the Railway Department at 14s. 9d. per 
ten; Styx River at 20s. per ton; Bowen coal, 
18s. per te<:m for the best, 16s. a ton for 
.-crecued coal, and 14s. a ton for fine coal, 
whil.: ]).-fount Mulligan screened coal i<s 
b-ei ne: sold at 32s. a ton. Previous to the 
Mm{nt Mulligan mine working, the cost of 
coal in North Queensland was-

s. d. 
Landed at Bowen Whuf 42 3 
Landed at Townsville 39 3 
Landed at Mackay ... 56 7 
Landed at Cairns 42s. 3d. to 45s. 9d. 

We find that the Government have also 
assisted the Blair Athol Company. The 
hon. member for Leichhardt, on behalf of 
the Blair Athol people, approached the Go
vernment and asked them to give the Blair 
Athol Company an order so that they could 
keep the men working. The Premier went 
into the matter and gave them an order 
for 2 000 tons, which was to be sent to 
C':1irn~. That coal was landed in Cairns at 
52s. a ton for one lot and 52s. 6d. a ton for 
another lot. 'rhe Government had already 
assisted therri to ;, tart an export trade, and 
ib cost the Government £2,000 for that 
experiment to help the Blair Athol people. 
To-dav the Government get no credit for 
that. · All that they get are kicks from 
Paddy Monaghan, who is a storekeeper up 
there and who supplies hon. members oppo
site with ammunition to fight the Govern
ment. I want to follow this up and show 
that the Government have done all they 
possiblv can to help the Blair Athol Corn· 
pany. 'But what haw the Blair Athol Com
pany done for themselves? They got Crown 
leases and they got out of thos~ leas0s·
out of the Government practically-thou
sands of pounds. ])id they spend it in 
Queensland? No. They made £33,000 out 
of that field and put it into a mine in New 
South Wales and lost every penny of it 
there. That is the position in connection 
with this business, and it is just as well that 
we should know the truth in thio matter. 
It is no use trying to pull our own legs and 
saying that the Blair Athol coa.l wilt make 
a good export coal. \Ve know thu. It will 
not make a good export co:o I. It IS one of 
the best locomotive coals we can get any
where in regard to quick-burning and being 
clea·n. It makes verv little ash, and gives 
n'ry little trouble in the engine. It is 
qnick-bnrning and a good coal for locomo
ti,,e work; but from the point of view of 
export or calorific value there is a different 
talc to 1 ell. vV e have to take the economic 
value of coal into consideration-that is, 
the steam power which a pound of coal will 
produce. 

:'vir. FOLEY: And the cost of the coal. 

Mr. GLEDSON: And the cost of the coaL 
\Ye have to find out the economic value 
of the coaL The Stvx and Baralaha coals, 
when mixed with Blah Athol coal. have been 
proved to save the Railway Der.trtment 
£25,000 in the Rockhampton district alone 
last year. What is the good of saYing that 
we are trying to close down Blair Athol when 
we have the economic fact that the Baralaba 
coal has been a saving to the depart
uent? If the department can save a few 
thousand pounds by using some of the Blair 
Athol coal, they would be foolish not to do 
so. But it must be borne in mind that, if 
: ou get the coal from Blair Athol, you are 
not getting it from Baralaha or Styx River. 
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If tne men are employed on one field, they 
cannot be employed on the other. It doce 
not make any difference to me whore the 
men arc being employed so long as the 
department is getting the best value from the 
coal uc,ed. The cost of production has been 
mentioned. \Ve are told that the Styx Rive'l· 
coal is costing a most exorbitant sum to 
produce; but we know that the Styx River 
coalfield has not been fully developed. The 
Government have spent a lot of money on 
its development, and the analysis of the coal 
)'roves it to be practically the best coal we 
have so far even in Queensland. It is our 
dutv to develop the field and see if we can 
make it profitable to the State. The coal 
will certainly han• an export value if it 
cJmes up to expectations. 

Mr. Yl:ORGAN: Have not the Governnwnt 
been spoon-ieeding a lot of the Ipswich coal
mines Y 

Hon. NL J. KIRWAN: No, your Govern
ment diJ that. 

Mr. GLEDtoJON: I do not know what the 
hon .. nombcr for Murilla is talking about, 
The Government are getting cheaper coal 
in Queensland for the Railway Department 
than is being obtained in an v other part of 
the world. That is well kri:own. Cheaper 
coal is produced in Queensland than in any 
other part of the •, or! d. 

Mr. ::YIORGAN: Do vou take quality into 
consideration? ~ 

Mr. GLEDSON: I take quality into con
~ideration. If I had time, I would go into 
the matter of quality. We get some of the 
be·,,t coal in the world at the Aberdare mine 
in the Ipswich district as well as at Stvx 
Hiver. The Aberdare seam in the Ipswi~h 
<listrict is the most economical coal vou can 
get, and it is taken as the standard for coal 
in Queensland. There are seams being worked 
in the Ipswich district which do not come up 
to the Aberdare s0am, and a haJ name has 
been got because of coal from those inferio·r 
seams being put on the market. That has 
practically given the "'hole of the Ipswich 
z·oal a bad name. but the Aberdare seam 
v ill compare fayo~uably with coal anywhere 
else in the world. The •record shows that the 
coal from the ,.'1.bcrdare seam is equal to, if 
not better than, the Newcastle coal. 

I have already shown that the Mount Mul
ligan mme has indirectly saved a large sum 
of money, and now I want to deal with 
other State coalmines from the same point 
of view. Although the Bowen State coalmine 
has only shown a profit of £338 for the year, 
we have to remember •he saving which has 
accrued to the State from the opening of 
that field. From the figures supplied b;,· the 

Minister, I find that the output 
[2 p.m.] has been 133,415 t<ms, of which 

the Raihvl>y Department took 
83,416 of best clean coal at 18s. a ton, which 
previously at Townsville and Bowen had cost 
45s. a ton. That means that the opening of 
the coalfield at Bowen has saved Queensland 
an enormous sum on different enterprises, 
and that the total saving to the Railway 
Department alone has been no less than 
£95.928, or nearly £100,000. Can anybody, 
in the fnce of those figur,es, sa:· that these 
-proposi1 ions are lm;ing concerns? Then we 
are told that the Styx River mine is showing 
a loss-the Minister has told us that. But 
here again we have to take compensating 
factors into consideration to see whethf'l', on 
the whole, there is a lo" or not; and I find 

that at Mackay every ton of coal before the 
opening of the railway to that place and the 
development of the Styx Hiver coalmine 
cost the Railway Department 56s. 7d. a ton, 
whereas now the price is 20s., or a saving 
of 36s. 7d. a ton. In addition to that, we 
find that the economic value of the Styx 
River coal is practically 20 per cent. greater 
than that of the coal which the Railway 
Department was qsing preyiously. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : A loss to the 
Mines Department, but a profit to the Rail
way Department. 

Mr. GLEDSO:::\: Put that saving to the 
Railway Department against the loss of the 
:'dines Department and you find the compen
sating factor. The same thing ,applies to 
Baralaba. Not only has the State mine 
tht,re saycd the Railway Department a con
siderable sum, but it has also effected a 
saving to the l\1ount ::vforgan mine, because 
it has been able to reduce its fuel cost some
thing like 25 per cent. by using Baralaba 
coal; so that the Mount Morgan Company 
is taking practically •;ll the coal it can get 
from that source. 

Something has been said about the Con
solidated mine at Bowen. There is room for 
the Consolidated mine, and we do not object 
to its being a supplier of coal at all. The 
more coal that we can get the greater chance 
we shall have of opening up a market for 
tho wlo of that coal overseas. The Bowen 
Consoli da tcd mine has had difficulties to 
contend with just the same as the State 
mine, and at the present time the Consoli
dated mine is taking coal from the State 
mine to fill its orders, and is quite prepared 
to take every pound of coal that the State 
coalmine can supply in order to fill its 
orders, which goes to show that the State 
mine is prepared to '~Ssist the Consolidated 
mine to fill its orders and assist to build up 
a trado in Bowen. If the Minister is think
ing of building bins, I would suggest that 
he have them built, not at the mine, but at 
the wharf, where they will be able to release 
the rolling-stock engaged in this trade at the 
port of Bowen. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert): The natural 
wealth of a country consists of its possibilities 
from the agricultural standpoint, from the 
grnzing standpoint, and also of its mineral 
rps:ources. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES : And not on it'l 
power to borrow ? 

HoN, J. G. APPEL: If a country has 
not either of the sources of wealth I have 
mentioned, its powers of borrowing will be 
verv limited indeed. In the first case the 
wealth is recurring, because you are putting 
something into the ground. and you are 
drawing the result from time to time accord
ing to the seasons. but in connection with 
the mineral wealth you are drawing that 
which you never <'an replace; so that, as you 
continue to draw from time to time. the end 
naturally is in sight. and that wealth eventu
ally will cease to exist. The country. how
ever. having that wealth is bound to .do the 
lw>t it con to utili,.ce it. 

Mineral wealth mav be clivided into two 
class,es. the first consisting of what are 
termed precious metals--gold, silver, plati
num, and precious ~tones-and the second 
consisting of the baser metals comprising 
coal. iron, copper, tin, lead, etc. How
ever valuable the precious metals may 

Hon. J. (}_ Appel.] 
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be, unquestionably the country which is 
blcsf,ed with quantities of baser metals
pal'ticularly iron and coal-is in a very much 
more fortunate position than the country 
whose wealth in metals consists purely of 
gold, of \1 hich in all countriBs, however great 
the deposits may be, the supply is practically 
limited. It naturally follows that the opera
tions of the Mines Department must be of 
interest to everv member of the community. 
I am not speaki;og of this department in sym
pathy with those engag·ed purely in specul~
tion but I rc•fcr to those who are concerned m 
the 'winning of these metals and in putting 
them to the best possible available us·e. T\o 
doubt from one point of view, the mineral 
wealth of a country assists vastly in adver
tising that country, nnd if that country is 
blessed. as our State is, with agricultural 
and grazing possibilities, unquestionably it 
adds to the deYelopment of those resources 
which, as I have already pointed out, are 
recurring and do not cease to exist. 

There is a third factor which has been 
vcrv fully referred to this morning by the 
!\Jinister, and th>tt is the possibility of 
find-ing oil. \Ye all know that a country 
v:hich posse,,ses an oil supply has a matenal 
advantai'e over countries where such does 
not exist. The question as to whether there 
aru supplic, of oil in Queensland or n~t 
is one which naturallv cannot be proved until 
oil is actually found. · According to reports of 
the Gcol·ogical Department and of independent 
and eminent geologi,ts. that source may, a_nd 
possibly does. exist within the boundanes 
of the State of Queensland. Unfortunately, 
in the first instance, we were perhaps too 
optimistic in connection with this matter. 
and failed to realise that searching for 01l 
involved " large outlay of capital. If the 
opportunities are not made available to 
those who are prepared to spend that 
c&nital, then the search for oil will be of 
su~h a nature that a long delay indeed .m~y 
occur bdore oil supplies are proved w1thm 
the boundaries of thc State. The Minister 
mentioned the approximate cost of sinking 
a bore. According to records of what it has 
cost different companies to search and pros
pect for oil-and I refer now. for in
stance, to the Anglo-Persian Oil Com
pany-before oil was proved and a 
supply struck, the expenditure m pros
recting and sinking wells ran into hundreds 
of thousands of pounds. As a matter of 
fact. the finding of oil in Persia might be 
termed a. romance. A wea.lthv man. who 
<tt one time was a Queenslande'r and whose 
source of wealth was founded in Mount 
J\1organ~ wa •t one of a number of others con~ 
nected with a syndicated company interested 
in thP Persian oil field exploration. He ha.d 
practically come to the last of his resources, 
and his available funds and credit were almost 
exhausted. when oil was discovered. It prac
ticallY follows that we must not be dis
heartened at the failure of any particular 
operation here or there. As the Minister
·vho gave us a very interesting spe<'<'h on the 
question-pointed out, in America the supply 
o£ oil mav be confined to a verv limited 
"rea. Tha·t is "" geological fact. Bores may 
b·· mRde all round this particular reservoir 
and yet not touch the oil supply. Then 
ofttimes by chance, according to the history 
of oil, the discovery is made. 

I pointed _out to the Minister, when the 
Petrokum B!ll was before the House, that to 
my mind the prospecting areas arc not large 
enough. Capital requires a return, and 

[Hon. J. G. A.ppel. 

without capital it is impossible to test the 
pos·ibilities of the State for oil. If the 
State were to 2.pend the whole of the capital 
rrcc0s2arv before oil is discovered in Queens~ 
land, it' would lead to a serious embarrass
ment of even the resources of Queensland, 
and where private enterprise is willing to 
spend the nccc• .. sary capital, opportunity 
should be given for it to do so, because 
ur,der the conditions laid down the State 
is bound to profit in the royalties that must 
be paid on the oil discovered by the expen
diture of that capital. :VIea.nwhile, the very 
employm•ent that is afforded by the expen
diture of that capital is a gain to those 
residing within our State. 

The f'ECRETARY FOR Mr::->ES: I am gl>td 
there iP Pomcone else in the Chamber who 
understands the question. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I had the honour of 
ad!llinistering tho department that is now 
being administered by the Secretary for 
Mine~, and at that time the department wu& 
sending for an improved boring plant from 
Americo. in connection with the Roma oil 
bore. Th ~ matter ,,-as gone into very fuliy, 
not only by the geologists of the depart
ment--

The Sr•:RETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Thev tell mo that when •:ou were administer
ing 'the dBpartment that' you never met one 
of the geologists. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Ii the hon. gentleman 
who has interjected will take the trouble to 
read the geological ind.ex, he will find that 
is not so. Of course the hon. gentleman is & 

bit of a joker. 
::VIr. CLAYTON: He cannot help it. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I had the benefit of 
the experience of those gentlemen, and the 
whole history of oil proves the existence in 
Queensland of all the essentials connected 
with oiL I have no doubt that the sup
porters of the Secretary for Mines who at 
the time the Petroleum Bill was going 
through thought there should be a limitation 
of the prospecting area, are now satisfied that 
unless opportunities are afforded whereby a 
return may be received, or there is .a 
prospect of a return being received, men 
with capital are not likely to enter into 
such sneculations. \Vhen we consider t-hat the 
conces~sions which haYe been made to com
panies hy the other States are so very much 
larger than those existing in Queensland, we 
must r 'alise that, if oil is to be fonnd, i'reater 
concessions must be given to those who are 
prepared to risk their capital in prospecting 
for that most valuable fluid. 

There is one matter I certainlv would like 
to impress upon the Minister, 'and that is 
the necessity for encouraging men who are 
prepar·ed to go out and prospect the ·different 
portions of the State. In many instances. 
espeC'iallv in the Cape York Peninsula, the 
possibilities exist in favour of precious 
minerals being found. That such possibilities 
exist within the boundari·es of Queensland is 
evident from the example of Mount Isa. 
Mount Isa is in a comparatively known area, 
yet for years that valuable body of ore lay 
there, and I have not the slightest doubt 
thn t there are other shows in the district, 
quite apart from gold, which may be dis
covered if nrospecting is encouraged. It is 
nece'Sarv that the prospector shall be pro
vided with the means to nursuo his investiga
tions During the period when I was Secre
tary for Mines I found that a very sm>t i 
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amount of encouragement caused prospect<:Jrs 
to become really enthusiastic. Their whoie 
life seems to be bound up in the desire to 
prospect country and find something. and, 
eo long as they have their outfits and their 
rations, they are quite prepared to undergo 
untold hardships in the search for mineralF 
I urge the Minister, as far as lies in hi' 
power, to encourage these prospectors. I 
think everv member of this Committee 
desi1·es that' what we term the smaller man 
should have every opportunity on the mining 
field. In connection with free gold, those 
opportunities can bo taken without capital, 
but, where you have a si!Yer lead proposition 
such as Mount Isa, we all know that it 
requires a very large amount of capital to 
~lea! with the ore-not alone in the prospect
mg o£ it, and not alone in the winning of it, 
but in converting it into a marketabl • com
modity, especially having in view the distance 
from the near ~,st rail head. To-day modern 
machinery to deal with such a proposition 
as that costs a very large amount of capital, 
and_ further, the labour conditions also 
nocessitate a large amount of capital, for 
"hich there is no return for a very consider
a biG time. When we realise, first of all, the 
ou!lay necessary in the erection of machinery 
and works, then the outlay between the 
winning of the metal and the return for that 
metal on th0 markets of the world, we can see 
that it involves the outlay of a very large 
amount of capital. While I confess that I 
would like to see every opportunity giv<'n to 
what is termed the " scratoher " and the 
"gauger," I realise that it is impossible to 
deal with a proposition such as Mount Isa on 
tlwse lin0s. If you are going to have that 
field worked, not alone for the benefit of the 
State-of course the State does benefit-but 
for the benefit of the c<:Jmmunity generally, 
you must give consideration to the areas 
which the department is prepared to grant 
to men who are prepared to lav out the 
necessary capital to carry on operations 
Consequently I realise that the department 
is following on proper lines in amalgamating 
the small areas so as to give the necessary 
opportunities to companies that are pre
pared to carry on these operations, provid<ed, 
as I have already said, that the Department 
of Mines sees that there is no evasion of the 
labour conditions. If that is ·done, the result 
of tbat expenditure will be of benefit to the 
working miners who will be employed. 

I trust that the Minister will see that the 
g·eological survey is continued. In that 
respect I pay a tribute to :Mr. Dunstan for 
the work which he has done in ~onnection 
with gPological survey in Queensland. Of 
course I include with him the assistant geolo
gists who are under his supervision, and who 
ar' all excellent men. In 11r. Dunstan we 
have an enthusiast, and those members of 
the Committee who take an interest in the 
g·eology of Queensland, and who have not m<'t 
Mr. Dunstan already, will find that a conver
sation with him is a revelation. In answer 
to a.n interjection by the Secretary for Public: 
Instruction I m<'ntioned the geological index 
r;epared by Mr. DuJOlstan, which is recog
msed as a standard mdex amongst mining 
men. That alone proves the enthusiasm of 
Mr. Dunsta1:' in his profession. The public 
cannot sufficJently appreciate the work which 
is bPing done by the geological branch of the 
Mines D-partment. 

I have no doubt that all the regulations 
dealing with the safety of those engaged in 

the mining industry are being carried out 
in accordance with the mining regulations. 
That is one of the most important matters 
i" regard t<:J men who are engaged in this 
,,erilous and hazaidou; industry. In many 
instances the dust inhaled by the miners has 
a prejudicial effect upon their lungs. I have 
no doubt that that particular work is b<>ing 
fLtlly and dfectively carried out. The fact 
I hat we had such a fearful disaster at Mount 
::'liulligan is no evidence that complete inspec
tion is not being made. However cocc1plete 
tbe inspection and care may be, as in the 
ca~e of Mount Mulligan, it is possible for 
mch a disaster tn ~happen. It has always 
bef'n the policy o.f the Mines Department-a 
policy which I am glad to say appeal, to all 
permanent official' in the dBpartment-that 
nn nmpany nr individual operating in the 
industry shall be permitted to evade the 
responsibiiitles which are cast upon thon by 
our mining regulations. 

The question of gems was mentioned by the 
hon. member for Oxley, and I am inclined 
to a~ree "' ith tho :Con member \Vith reference 
to the marketing of gems. I have no doubt 
that the Minister realises that the marketing 
uf gerns is not the simple matter which it 
appears to be on the su'l'facc. \Ve have to 
realise that at one time the blue sapphires 
bad a very large sale, because they were 
very largely use·l in the manufacture of 
cikons. With th,, abolition of religion in 
Rns·ia the use of eikons has been abolished, 
and the large demand which enabled so many 
ot our blue stones to be sold for the benefit 
of those engaged in that industry no longer 
e',ists. J'\ow and then, as we all know, the 
yellow sapphire' are in great demand, and 
at other times green sapphires; but the 
blue sapphire probably is the one which, by 
and large, has the most effective sale and 

gives the best return to the 
[2.30 p.m.] miners. I h·Jpe that the depart

ment will pndeavour to do what 
they can to assist those engaged in the 
industry. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has 
Pxhausted the time allowed to him by the 
Standing Ord0rs. 

Mr. \YINSTANLEY (Qucenton): The hon. 
r,•ember who has iust resumed his seat in his 
opening remarks ~poke about the wealth of a 
eountry consisting in its great natural agri
eultural, grazing, and mineral resources. I 
do not agree with the hon. member that the 
wealth of any country consists in its fertile 
plains, its minerale, its public buildings. or 
its armies or navies. The •real wealth of the 
country consists in the number of its intelli
gent, educated, and cultivated citizens. 

Hon. J. G'. APPEL: I forgot io preface my 
remarks by saying that I was referring to 
~:atural wealth. 

Mr. WI:'-JSTA?-JLEY: We know other 
countries in the world which have very 
great natural resources such as those of 
which the hon. member spoke; yet their 
citizens have not the intelligence and are 
not educated to a standard sufficiently high 
to enable them to know the value of the 
wealth that is in their country, >tnd there
fore it is of no value at all to them. The 
intelligent, educated men and wom,en of a 
count!'} are the real wealth of the country, 
and, unless they know how to develop the 
natural wealth of the country, those things 
are really of no use to them. John Ruskin 
says there is no wealth but life. 

Mr, Winstanley.] 
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I notice that the vote for the Mines De
partment this year is £3,082 less than it 
was last year. In some respects I am sorry 
to see that there is any diminution in this 
vote or any diminution in the income from 
the resources with which it deals. We know 
that in some aspects of mining, as the 
Minister has pointed ont, there has been a 
falling off as compared with years gone by, 
particularly in gold and copper production. 
I quite admit that the department could 
have spent a great deal more, probably with 
profit, ·if they could have got it, but they 
have to take what they can get, like every
body else-departments are like individuals, 
and, if they cannot get what they want, 
they have to take what they can get 
and make the best nf it; but it is an 
anomaly that, although there is that de
crease of £3,082 in the total vote for the 
department, there is an incrc>ase of about 
£2.000 in the item for "Chief Office." That 
1' rather strange on the face of it. No doubt, 
there is an explanation, and perhaps later we 
'hall have from the Minister an explanation 
as to how it takes £2,000 more to administer 
the department when the total vote is over 
£3. oao less. 

I agree with the statement of the hon. 
member who has just resumed l1is seat in his 
eulogy of the officers of the department. 
Personally, I have received the great8··t 
attention, courtesy, and consideration from 
the Minister and the officers of the depart
ment. I do not suppose there is any depart
ment which does not find that member' of 
Parliament seem to want more than they 
should get, but, as a general rule, I have 
received a good reason for not getting what 
I ask for, and I have to admit that on 
practically every occasion my request has 
received full and due consideration. and 
where it has been turned down it has been 
because there was good reason for it. 

The department finds itself this year with 
£2,000 less for prospecting purposes. I have 
always said, and I am still of the same 
opinion, that the vote dealing with prospect
ing should not be reduced, but that we 
should keep it to a fairly high level for the 
reason that, so far as I can gather, the 
rnoney is never given in Jarge ~urns, and 
therefore nobody g·ets a very big pull out of 
it. As a general rule it is given to people 
who, while they are getting some .assistance 
from the department, are also domg some
thing for themselves, and are putting in 
real ·determined work. I have always been 
en advocate of helping those who are willing 
to help themselves, which is a very sound 
principle. It is infinitely better to give ten 
men or ten parties of men-the prospecting 
parties may consist of one, two, three, or 
four members-£10 each than give £1,000 
to one company, for the reason that you havo 
ten chances in one case and only one chance 
in the other. In quite a number of instances 
we find that companies have been assisted. 
perhaps more for the sake of the men 
employed than the shareholders, and much 
good work has been done in that direction. 
I have already stated, and I have no hesita
tion in saying it again, that the hon. member 
for Alb_ert, when he was the Minister, gave 
a subsidy of £500 to a company, which 
enabkd them to develop their mine and 
<'mploy a large number of men for a period 
of ten years. The present Minister did the 
same; but, while the Government gave 
£1,500 in all to that company, unfortunately 

[Mr·. ~'1/instanley. 

the stone was not there, and the company 
were unable to build themselves up on the 
money at their disposal, and I am sorry to 
say they have had to close down. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Look at the benefits 
derived by the subsidy given in Clark's 
case. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That was the mine 
that I had in mind. I am sorry to say 
they have come to the end of their financial 
tether. The Minister did his best to keep 
them going, and it was. not through any 
want of assistance on his part that they 
had to close down. 

There is another company which is now in 
a good ·position. The New Rav·enswood Com
pany had a terrible st.rug.gle, and prior to 
my lookmg after their mtercsts the late 
Mr. O'Sullivan, who was formerly member 
for Kennedy, obtained assistance for them 
when they were practically at the end of 
their financial tether and did not know 
which waY to turn. The company got prac
tically every man about the mine to become 
a shareholder, and they had to pay in about 
one-third of their wages to meet the calls. 
:'\othing could have saved the company had 
the Mines Department not come to thmr 
assistance. I was on the ground, and I went 
down beiow and I had the position fully 
explained to' me, and I made a special point 
of seeing the Minister himself in an endea
vour to obtain some assistance for this mine. 
They were in a rather awkward position, 
for, while the stone was payable, the over
head expenses were heavy because they had 
to keep two shafts going and free from 
water, etc., so that it was impossible to work 
the min<' with less men. They could scarcely 
meet cxpens·cs, consequently, while they were 
getting pretty rich stone all the time, they 
could not meet their obligations. The con
sequence was that they had to turn to the 
department, and the .department helped 
them first under the Mining Machinery 
Advances Act, and then advanced them a 
subsidy on the work they were doing, which 
hdped them to turn the corner, and for the 
past year or two they have certainly been 
doing exceptionally fine work. 

The report of the company dwells to some 
extent on what has been done, but this is 
practically a summary of the position-

" Of the total tonnage raised by this 
company the remaining 316.7217 tons were 
sent in the form of crude ore to the 
Chillagoe works, and the returns show 
the product to be 2,005.6537 oz. of gold 
valued at £8,022.6148, 1, 792.1927 oz. of 
silver valued at £224.0242, and 11.824 
tons of copper valued at £774.472. Thus 
the product of the prill ore shipped 
returned a tot~tl gross value of £9,021.111, 
bringing the total value of the produc
tion from the Ravenswood gold mines 
for the year up to £14,361.3287. These 
figures show an incrNlSe in value for the 
year under review over that of 1922 of 
£8.840." 

That goes to show that the company, when 
abl·e to work the mine on a decent scale and 
employ a large number of men, were able 
to turn the corner and make the financial 
success of what was really •a losing proposi
tion fmm a financial point of view for a 
long time. I do not know whether they have 
repaid the department the advances made, 
but the secretary told me recently that the 
company was in a position to clear off tall 
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liabilities, and to pay a dividend, if th~y 
thought it wise, although most of them drd 
not think it was. The company are not 
going to take any risks, and propose to sink 
the shaft another 100 feet and contmue to 
-drive in the No. 5 level. This shows that. 
had the department not come to the help o£ 
that company, the mine would have been 
dosed down, and thirtY or forty men, who 
were kept in employment for four or five 
years, would have been thrown on the unem
ployed market, and the value of the work 
accomplished would have been lost. Quite 
a number of things have been said about the 
Mine· u,,partment, some to its credit and 
some to its detriment, hut I want to put to 
its credit those matters in which I think it 
deserves credit. 

It has been alr-eady pointed out that quite 
a number of places in Queensland have not 
been prospected at all, and that man has 
scarcely placPC! foot on them. There are also 
·quite a numbrn· of places within easy dis
tance of ''"isting goldfidds worthy of a trial. 
A number of working men have got 
together and formed a syndicate to try a 
proposition outsid~ RaYenswood. A number 
of men haYc previously tried this proposition 
and sent the ore to Charters Towers. Previ
·ously the cost of haulag·o to the railway, the 
railage, and the milling of the ore practically 
swallowed up most of the proceeds. These 
men who have formed a syndicate haYc sub
,,cribed their 0wn capital, a fairly substan· 
tial amount, and have purchased and erected 
a battery- on the ground. There is an abun
dance of low-grade ore in sigh1· in the mine, 
but it seems to me that it is one of those 
propositions which is w·•ll worthy of a trial. 
'These men have nut i·heir monev into the 
company, and paid calls amounting to £5 at 
a tim<c. Katurally, mm.t of them soon found 
themsclvc' to be at the bottom of their 
purses, and were inclined to throw up the 
proposition when the :Mines Department 
came to their assist 1nce. It gave them a 
'helping hand to test the proposition and 
.asrcrtain -whether it v,·as worth expanding, 
and whether it would be any good to the 
men themselves and the community. Some 
hon. members arc' inclined to be sarcastic 
about those people who are optimistic. If 
there had been no optimists in Queensland 
and in other countri·h. there would have 
boon no minco,, There· is something about 
m1n1ng, vd1at0ver it may be. that canses H 
man to acquire an interest in it, although 
originally he may have had no interest, and 
that interest is developed and causes him to 
be prepared to risk his monev in mines. No 
doubt mining people are 'optimistic. and 
often their optimism is rewarded. I sin
cerely hope that the people in the \Vaniola 
and Mount Clean·iew syndicates. who have 
received assistance from the department, 
will be r<"rarded, and also that the depart
ment will be rewarded for its enterprise. 
In addition., I hope t-he people as a whole 
will be rewarded through these opel'ations. 

There is son1e .cnm11laint at .nrcsPnt fro;n 
mining pcop1o in reference to the insura:1ce 
prcmiun1. r:I'he In~urnnro ContmissioJH'r hA,s 
·evidently had some difficulty in me-eting the 
demands made upon the Insurance Fund. 
We realise. of course, that quite a number of 
people, particularl.v under the industrial dis
eases s-ection of the Workers' Compensation 
Act, are suffering from diseases and receiying 
compensation whilst the mines in which they 
bad worked are nearly all closed down. Com-
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pa·ratiYdv speakino·, very few premium' are 
no\V being paid. therefore a greater burden 
falls on those who are at present in ten ~'ted 
in n1ining than ''vg..: heretofore the C"l.sc. It 
is stated it costs approximately 6s. a week to 
cover each employee. That is fairly solid. 

Something yeas said earlier in tho debate 
iu connection with the size of the l0at1CS at 
Mount Isa. Anybody knowing 3.1lything at 
all a bout mining must undcr··tand that it 
1vould ha,-e been an utter impossibility for 
the Depa·rtment of Mines !:o foo·co 'those 
people who took up 10-an·e le asPs to o,wrk 
them. In quite '" nu:nber of imtancos the 
men who took up those lease-. were prospec
tors who spent quite a lot of time and energy 
m that local it:, and, when the find was made, 
they were hand,-. and quite a number got 
111 and took up leases. 

Hon. J. G. APPi:L: More power to them. 

::\1r. WIKSTAXLEY: The department has 
had nothing whateYor to do \:it.h what arc 
i<'rmed monopolitc , These men got their 
lc'ases tmder J1rC!Wr condiliom. They kllew 
v:hen they took the leases np that they could 
not work them indiYidually and t:1at they 
must amalgan1ah?. They haYe got sot11cthing 
out of their efforts \\·hirh will enable them tu 
extend their prospr,cting endeavours. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That has alwavs been 
the practice. · 

Mr. \\T\"STA="i'LEY: That has be "n the 
practice all along the line. It is more difficult 
to work a small copper a1·ca than it is to 
work a ~in1aar golJ :1rca. Orig-inall-.:,~ Charters 
r:l'o\\'ers ''as worked under 'small" lenses of 
about 12 acres each. Some of those small 
areas \Vere worked for vcar";, but eventuallv 
it became unprofitable 'and the small leases 
were amalgamated. The<e men in the J'v1ount 
Isa district are deserving of every success 
because they are bona fide prospectors and 
good workers. I am hopeful that they will 
be fully rewarded, not merely for their own 
eakc, lmt for the sake of the co.nmunity 
as a whole. 

I listened to the hon. member for Oxley 
,·cry attentively, and I naturally thought 
that, having the facilities he had during the 
last t\velve months for gathering informa
tion and for seeing thing,, be \vould have 
said something worth listening to. I was 
rather disappointed with what he did say 
on the flUPstion of Queensland gcn1s, for, 
after all. his advice was really a counsel 
of despair, and what he rtsked the depart
ment to do wa ·· to lea Ye the gem miners on 
their own-to lea Ye them to do the best 
they could to n1ine· the g;0n1s nnd. nft0r 
tbey got them, to lcaYe them to dn their 
own marketing as hest they could. As 
CYeryone knows, although they may be 
0xecptionallv good rniners, it renuir0s son1e
thing more, than a. knowleclge of mining to 
enable them to do their 0\V'l marketing. It 
is. a matter of history- now that, when pre
' rons GoYcrnmPnts 1vere in pO\\'E'r. th('so men 
v.ere left on their own. and, as mo<t people 
know, they did not got more than 50 per 
cent. of the real value of the gems. 

Mr. FOLEY: They got £1 an cz. 

1fr. 1\T\"STA"\LEY: As the hon. mcmb"r 
for Lcichhardt says. all thev got was £1 
an oz. It was tlw men themselves who 
went to the Department of :\'[ i nes an cl asked 
the department to do som0thin? for them to 
protect them from people who wrre prarti
cally nothing more or leso than robbers. The 
department did do somothing. and, although 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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the first scheme was n<lt altogether successful, 
it was infinitely better than the men could 
do themseh·es. It was not as satisfactory 
as it might have been. and the consequence 
was that something- else was done. I cer
tainly think that, if the men were asked if 
they were satisfied, it would be found that, 
although they may not be satisfied with what 
they are getting, they have a good deal more 
rc·ason to be satisfied than ever they had 
in days gone by. To ask the department to 
leave these men on their own after an 
p-..:perience like that is certainly not very 
helpful and not very inspiring, and if in 
regard to other matters the hon. member 
has no better advice to offer, and can tell 
us no more than that, then his time has b~cn 
wasted. He certainly ought to have been 
able to toll us something of advantage after 
having had the opportunities he has had in 
this direction. I am confident that the 
Department of Mines, not only so far as 
gem miners are concerned, but so far as 
others arc concerned, too, has done the best 
that could possibly be done under the cir
cumstances. 'l'he hon. member also took 
exception to what the Premier said when 
speaking on the other side of the globe. 
'l'he Premier on that occasion was not really 
speaking for the Government. Ho was 
speaking for the State as a State, and he 
had just as n1uch right, '\\hen 'p('akin;;· in 
that connection, t<J say that we were doing 
this or doing that, as anybody else had. 
In speaking on behalf of Queensland, he was 
perfectly justified in the statements he made. 
Ho did not want to do those things that 
hen. members opposite have been doing. 
He wanted to say the best he possibl.v could 
for the State he repre~entc·d, and he cer
tainly did not cry " stinking fish," or say 
something that would be detrimental to the 
State rathPr than otherwise, <o in that 
connection I certainly think he was perfectly 
justified in what he said. 

It doc3 seem that not merelv the Govern
ment but other people as w~ll ha.ve been 
singularly unfortunate in connection with 
oil. Why it should be so it is difficult to under
stand, but I b<elieve evervbodv who knows 
anything about oil considers ·that Queens
land will become an oil-producing State. I£ 
that is so, it 1vill be a good thing, not DH?rely 
for the people who beneflt directly, but a 
good thing for the State as a whole. Hon. 
members opposite in da:-·s gone by blamed 
the department, when iho department had 
the matter in its own hands, because it had 
not been more mccessful in its search for oil. 
It is quite evident from what we know now 
that even private entcrpri~o can meet \Yith 
apparent disaster for the time being. 

l\1r. MAXWELL : They are not wasting 
public money on it. 

Mr. WE\STANLEY: No, but they arc 
;, asting money, and it does not matter very 
much in the long run who wastes it if it is 
raised in the country. 'l'he country is that 
much poorer. But at the same time it goes 
to show that, while private enterprise is 
often lauded to the skies and State enter
prise is cried down in the mud, private 
Enterprise is not always successful by any 
mr arJS. I hope that in the future prospectors 
for oil will bP more successful than thev 
have been up to the present, as their succe;s 
will be a good thing for the State as a 
whole. 

Mr. RYAN (Cook): It is quite evident to 
anyone who followed the speeches delivered 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

this morning on this vote that the hon. mem-· 
her for Oxley rose chiefly t<l fulminate against: 
the G<lvernment for having embarked in 
State mining enterprises, and rnorc parti
cnlarly in regard to coalmining. The hon. 
member ca;refully refrained from referring 
to the benefit which is being conferred on the 
mining industry in the far Korth of Queens
land as well as in other portions of th<e State, 
when the Government embarked in the 
Chillagoe enterprise, for instance. He 
refrained from t<elling the Committee the· 
amount of money which was prm·iously lost 
by the Chillagoc Company, and what would 
have been the resultant unempioyment if the· 
Gov0·rr.ment had not stepncd in and con
tinued that enterr,risc. I- notice from the 
report of the Under Secretary for Mines
whom I compliment on the report, \\-hich 
contains a comprehensiYe fund of informa
tion-that there is roughly a total population 
of about 3,DOO people in the Chillagoe mining 
district. Had thfli; mine boon closed down, 
the whole of that population would have· 
drifted elsewhere. and, seeing that the h·end 
of thought and opinion throughout Australia 
al the present time is iu favour of 
decentralisation, I think th<e Goy-ernmc>lt arc 
to be complimonted on their action in regard 
t n that mine. The hon. member also refrained 
fr<lm referring to the Mount Mull igan cntfl:
prise taken up by the Government. It 1s 
quite possible that the debit and crcd1t 
accounts in the ledger do not balance, but 
2ny business man knows that, although ~ 
certain percentage of cost may he saved 
through buying a commodity such as ~ho 
Chillagoe works and smelters are buymg 
from the State through using Mount 
Mulligan coal as compared with what it 
v. onld cost for Southern coal, 1t would be 
nnbusinesslike to put it do\vn as a credit. 
Ptill the fact remain·· that a certain per
c~cntago is saved by the GO\·crnment. There
fmo the Government are doing the proper 
thir.g in koeping that 1nine op(~n and i!l 
(-ndeayouring to 1nake it a payabJo proposl
tion. I notice from the report of the G·cnoral 
Manager at Chillagoe that steps ar:' being 
taken to facilitate the output and mcrcase 
{'fEcie:ncv and in other \Yays to economise 
t hrouuh;.,~t the mine, and it is quite possible 
that ~nuch can be done in this direction. 
\Yhen th., State took Chillau-oc m·cr, the 
n1achinery 'vas in :a. very bad etnte. Tho 
coking ovens had the bottoms burnt out of 
them. and goodness kr:ow:, wha.t. In fact, 
the Government eyer since they have taken 
the n1inc over hav.P been for months repairing 
and bringing the machinery up to a state of 
ef!it iencv in order to reduce the coot of 
production. 

Another cxtraordinm·, statenwnt made by 
the hon. mernbcr for Oxlcy was with regard 
to prospectors _an-:1 prosiJecting. He a;ttn
butr d the scarCity of prospedol's throngnout 
Queensland to tho fact that the Go,·8rnment 
were doling out rei ief-or words to that effect 
-to the unemployed throughou~ Queensland. 
I do not think the hon. memoer has ever 
been much in contact with prospectors. I 
have lived a good part of my life with them, 
and I can sav that a more indPpcnclent set 
of men cannot be found in this State. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL and other OrrosiT!O~ 
MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: They are men who are as 
true as steel and as hard as nails. They live 
a hard life, work hard, and get very little 
return f<lr it. The hon. member slandered 
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one of the best classes of men to be found 
within this State, and 1 think he is 1_10t to 

be complimented upon h1s re
[3 p.m.] marks. I have lived and worked 

amongst prospectors th.:; whole of 
my life, and there are men m th;Ir numb~lr 
who have never worked for a day s wages m 
their lives, and n.ever will. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: There are men in North 
Queensland who will live from band to 
mouth rather than work although 
very likely what they get . enough to 
eke out an existence. I am gomg to say 
that almost application for an advance 
from the vote prospecting which I have 
made to the department-at any rate, every 
one within reason-has received favourable 
consideration. I think the steps the depart
mental officers ar-e taking to see that the 
vote is wise. I am not 
ono of that the " wild-
catter" should receive 
a subsidy, men ar-c bona fide pros-

who go out into the wilds-and these 
true pioneers of the State-should 

every I have often 
hon. members other side refer 

of Queens
that that 

a railway 
goes out 

amongst the 
life hundreds of 

possible for him to 
work even to travel 

he is to bA found with a little 
to where he can get his rations, 
makes it doubly hard for him 

districts. 
the annual report of the Under 

in the 'ar North-I think, in 
have been one 

five men as a 
Thes-e have 

fuse, and after 
has been made 

occurr.ed bee a use 
much round the collar of 

was coiled, and therefore 
nearer to the charge than it 

and before the men could 
had a good deal 
holes, 1and I am 

the Government should 
somo supe.rvision over 

I notice that one of 
in the State mine at 

an additional reason why 
take some r,ction. When I was 

once got hold of half a dozen 
found one was defective, 

whole lot to the storekeeper, 
the fuse back, and is qui to 

sold to some 

returns a store-
report the matter to the 

ofllcer of the Mines 
the fuse can be 

quite possible that 
about a fatal 

mentioned. 

worked with companies that have 
fuse. The single tape fuse, 
it gets a bit dry, will set fire 

of fuse close round the collar of 

the hole where it spits. Most miners roll the 
coil round the collar of the hole because it: 
is more convenient for them to fire in that. 
way, more especially if they have sevel'al. 
holes to fire. They coil it in small coils, 
because in that way they can get at the fuse 
more readily and can get away more· 
speedily. I have never known double tape· 
fuse to run unless it was faulty, or broken,. 
or mutilated in some way. The powder will 
not run with do11ble tape fuse properly bound. 
I suggest that something should be done to 
see that faulty fuse is confiscated and> 
destroyed. 

Although the report of the department this 
year shows an increase in the gold produc
tion of £34,583, I would suggest that some· 
indirect assistance should be given to pro
ducers of gold in the way of a bonus on eadr 
ounce of gold produced. It would be of 
great assistance and encour-agement to the· 
prospector and the investor if that were· 
done, and I would also sugg-est that gold
mining companies shollld be exempt from 
taxation. That would be an incentive to• 
mining investors and those who are engaged 
in mining to carry on their enterprise in a. 
better way than they are doing to-day. On 
picking up our newspapers we learn that 
the new Commonwealth loan is free from 
State taxation, and I see no reason why the· 
Government should not e10empt the dividends 
of goldmining companies from taxation. In 
some cases where big dividends have been 
paid, some restrictions could be imposed. 
Notwithstanding the fact that prospectors 
1and shareholders of mining oompani-es have 
paid calls for goodness knows how long, it is 
remarkable. when they come across payable 
ore, they immediately have to pay income 
tax and other taxes. The Government should 
consider the advisability of exempting those 
people from taxation. I believe that would 
tend to increase gold production throughout. 
the State. 

like to ma\m another suggestion· 
Minister, and that is in connection' 
directorates of companies. Through

far North of Queensland we have the· 
of white elephant companies that 

operated up there. Two op-erated in 
litHe centre of Wolfram Camp, where l 

once lived. One spent something like 
£200,000. and another spent one-quarter or 
one-third of that amount. It was known to 
the people who lived and worlwd there and 
had a knowledge of that particular field and 
the industry that it was impossible for those 

to achieve success. If the Govern
were to have a repreeentative on each 
of directors, it would hav-e the effect 

of preventing much of the " wild-cat " schem
ing that is going on at different places in 
the share markets to-day. Just recently we 
constituted hospital boards comprising nine 

of which three were Govern
rn>nrc>SAnt,J.tivPs and undoubtedly it 

a right direction if thu 
Government wore to appoint one dir.ector on 
each board of directors of mining companies 
in Queensland. We have our wardens. mines 
jn,spectors, clerks of petty session, justices of 
the peace, and other men who I am sure 
would be capable of undertaking these duties. 
and who, by their local knowledge, would 
be able to report to the Mines Department 
on the operations proc•31 ,r;ng on the surface 
and underground in f'•llitection with those· 
mines. 
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I submit these suggestions to the Mines 
Department and urge that consideration . b.e 
given to them. I know that there are drffi· 
<>ulties in the wav of appointing a Gov·ern
ment representative on the directorate . ~f 
<:ompanies, but I do not think those drffi
·culties are insuperable. I know that ma~y 
Df the directors of compames resrde . m 
Sydney but the Government representative 
.;oulcl be able to supervise the business work· 
ings and operations of the mines. . . 

In eonelusion I compliment the Mmrster 
Dn the success attending his efforts to lift the 
mining industry out of the slough of ·despond 
in which it has been sunk. One of the 
leaacies of the has been that the cost 
ot'living has it difficult for prospectors 
and others to go outside and work on therr 

There was a time when a man 
could live in the bush and 

for about £1 a week. 
amount would not keep 
do agree with the 

the relief dole 
curtailment of 
of this State 

prospecting at the 
a wider field 

in a 
came to 

it done since ] 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: I compliment tho Minister 
the assistance he has given 
but I cannot compliment the 
·cutting down the vote for nr·nsnr,et,m 
£2,000. 

Mr. MOORE 
Mines this 
·out a great case for 
money of this State in 
ried on by his department. 
his statement he said that 
mines meant a saving to the 
ment alone of £44,000 
member for Ipswich 
that the saving to the 
by the Stat2 coalmines 
annum. 

on 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My figures were 
sc.pplied by the Railway Department. 

Mr. MOO RE: The figures 
member for Ipswich, then, were 

'l'here is one matter I wish particularly to 
~tress. Something has been said about the 
·finding of nil. There is no question that the 
discovery of oil would be one of the finest 
things that could happen to Queensland. 
That being the oase, and the Cabinet >recog· 
nising that to be the case, one would expect 
them to give every possible encouragement to 

[Mr. Ryan. 

individuals to prospect for oil in those areas 
where there is the best chance of securing it. 
Instead of that, we find that they have tied 
up a huge area 60 miles long by 60 miles 
wi·de in one of th'' districts which has been 
geologically determined as being one in 
which oil is most likely to he found, and only 
allowing one company to sink tt bore in that 
area . 

Various excuses have been put forward by 
the Government on this very point, one excme 
being that they did not want to allow peoph1 
to lose their money in prospecting for c'il 
until the had proved the exist-
ence or oil there. Another 

&dvanced wa.s that the Government 
to reserve the whole of this a.rea for 

their own prospecting operations. It seems 
a most ridiculous thing tha.t in an area of 
60 miles by 60 miles the Government should 
do nothing themselv-es and should tie up that 
large and presumably fertile area for oil 

for no other reason than their 
policy. We have this very 

statement made on this subject by 

" In October, 1922, I r·esigned my posi
tion in the Mines Department to contest 
tho Federal elections. After my defeat 
I decided to try for an oil area myself, 
believing from the Minister's published 
statement that there was no longer any 
reservation except that of 25-mile radius 
from Roma. With four others I applied, 
between us lodging applications and 
application fees for five blocks 2,000 
a.cres each, about twelve 
We conformed with the c-onollt:torrs 
Oil Act then in force, but 
day to this had neither 
nor rejection of our 
have simply been 
department holds the 

"Since then applications for prospect
ing permits under the new Act have been 
made by six or seven parties, as far as I 
know all bona fide. and each of the 
applications was 'either refused or 
ignored. These facts do not indicate that 

has been given a fair and equal 
as has been stated. In fact, there' 

considerable discrimination, and 
Acts of Parliament often give 

M lnisters, it is very 
they wore ever meant 

one and exclude 
fide 

Labour 
aftc'r 

a State monopoly. 
without any 

hopeless country, and to the 
in the centr·e of the 

purposes, geologi~ 
country, and the Govern

operations were stopped, it 
reasonable to think that the 

had decided-as indeed, the 
stated on Wcdneeday--that 12~ 

per cent. royalty was nationalisation 
enough for it. If the Government really 
desir"2d the reservation to be thoroughly 
prospected by private enterprise and yet 
to hold enough likely oil lands for itself, 
it could have achieved that purpose by 
adopting the suggestion that I repeatedly 
urged between 1920 and 1922-viz., to 
divide the area into squares of 16, 64, or 
100 square miles; each on a chessboard 
pattern, and reserv·e alternate squares for· 
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the Government, while private companie3 
could take up the intermediate squares, 
and test them by a pp roved methods. 

"It is not too late to do this. Unless 
the Government decides to adopt an active 
drilling policy in th area rcsened for 
State. purpose>', the hanging up of pro
specting by companies is only hindering 
and delaying the development of the 
State. 

" If the Mines Department had ad
hered to its original decision to reserve 
60 mile' by 60, and had not misled appli
cants for an~a~ by accepting applications, 
and the Mimster had not misled the 
public after granting the Landcr ants 
by his statement about the 25-mile reser
vation, then• \voukl have been little cause 
for complaint, but peDple ha Ye bee·1 
misled, and the·ir iin·"· and mono.· havo 
bePn wasted bv the inentitudo 'of the 
Government in this matter.'' 

Those arc fairlv strong word, to be used 
by a late official 'w the d partment like Dr. 
~T enscn. Apparently he vn1s one Yvho "\Vas 
prcparerl frmn his geological knowledge, to 
sink part of his earnings and the earnings of 
others in the sParch for oil. Th • department 
·,honk! encourage cYcryone to ]ook for oi] 
and to expend money in prospecting. The 
GoYernmont had an opportunitv and sank 
£4\000 or £50.000 in an endea·\:Dur to cli.;
covcr oiL but th'•v \VCTP unsnc,...essful. Then 
we find individuals turned down who ar~ 
prq.,ared to sink a great dpa] of priv cto 
cap1tal, on the recommendation of a o·eolo
g·ist, and not as an invcstrncnt, b·1t as a~ good 
speculation-pPopl" whc; '"·re prepared to 
dev-elop the country and to do the ycr:v thing 
Q_ueenslancl_Is hungcrmg for, that is, to gi 1·c 

oll-prospectmg the greatc t po-;ible trial. 
The Go\ •rnmcnt, while doing nothing them
sches, arc prepared to sit do1Yn and tie up 
a large area of land. They giYc no v- ·lid 
rea'l;n for retardmg the dcYclopment of this 
padicular arf'a and of the State. Peophl 
ad_pcent to that area haYe madP representa
tiOns to the S<'cretarv for :\fines throuo-h 
their rcpresenta tiyc, and ha Ye point cl ~~lt 
that the district is being· held back bv che 
poli· y \vhich is being pm . ued bv the Goo. f'rn
rncnt. \'1-c fmcl that thc- Govc.rnnwnt ab·'l· 
l_utely ignore the request of thoco people, 
1g·norc the represenratlons Df their nPrnbcr 
and, \Yhat is :vmst of ~11, we find them sitting 
down and clomg nothmg at all themsclYes. 

The whole conduct of this oil businec, at 
Otallo has a ver'; unpleasant flavour. To 
my mind the public have not been taken into 
the confidence of the department as should 
have been the case. ]Vfisleaclinf( statements 
have been made through the Press. and it 
has been suggested that those statements 
wore . made for. the particular purpose of 
all~wing the ongmal _holders to get rid of 
thmr hDlclmgs before It ''-'as discoyered th~t 
there were obstacles in the bore. vVhether 
that is the case or ncit it is not for me to 
say; ~ut the d('pa1:hnent iA not a- :;i~ting ·us 
to arnvo at a dcfimte conclusion. The state
n•t;nts have been YC'l'~' conflicting. The 
Ivfm;ster certainly pointed ou_t this morning 
t)Jat the company was spenclmg all Austra
lian mDney, and that thp members were all 
honourable men; but he stressed this to such 
an extent that many hon. members began 
to wonder what the reason wa•. V\' e found 
him o,u?-lifying the statement by saying he 
was gmng to get fortnightly reports in the 
future, and that the reports arc going to 

be made alternately by different men. 
Apparently there is going to be no que·tion 
of trusting to the honour of any individual 
in the future. It will be a question of 
keeping the public informed as to :the 
ma.nner in which this work is being carried 
out. I most emphatically protest against 
the system that is being followed of tying 
up a largo area of land when there is an 
opportunity of securing adequate develop· 
rnent-at. any rate, of finding out by the 
expenditure of private capital rather than 
by the waste of the taxpayNs' money, 
whether there is a good prospect of getting 
oil in this district or not. The policy of 
si11king Government n1oncy in .speculative 
enterprises at any tin1e is a \Y:'ong ono; but 
a policy of holding up a larf(c arcea of land 
that offers an opportunity for prospecting 
for oil and apparently a fairly good oppor
tnnit.;-doing nothing and allo•Yir.g nobody 
<'lse to -do anything-is something that no 
Government should permit, and the people 
of this State si1ould not pem1it it. \Ye all 
kEO\V v·hat an advantage to QuePnsland it 
would be if prospecting for such a ya!uable 
commodib· as oil were allowed to follow its 
natural cOurse. The GoYcrnnwnt base every 
protection in their oil legislation. They 
hav-e proYidcd for a very high royalty so· 
that the)' ma;r have their ·bare out Df any 
oil that is found, yet. notwithstanding that. 
they m·o prepared to block dc,·elopment and 
stand in the way of individuals who arc pro
pared to sink their own capital and in the 
\vay of men '"ho have an cxpel't kno-wledge 
and who arc prepared to use that knowledge 
both for the benefit of tbemselves and of the 
Strcte. The Gov-ernment eyirlcntlv have not 
been prepared to gi1·e tbe public. the infor
mation they arc entitled to in regard to 
the position of afl'airs in this oil-bearing 
district. By the aclophon Df a "do nothing 
polic/' the State is h"ing held back and 
stagnation is being continued. 

Thc-ro is Dnc otber matter I want to 
mention. On page 59 of the report of the 
J)ppar1rncnt of ]\;fines. thi, statement, headed 
" C'wydon Gold Field.'' eppears-

" ""<J attempt has been m>tdc during 
the to find the I g·nana Reef on the 

side of the intrusin:-. bar of 
granite. The Iguana Conso] Ltd., which 
was formed for that nurpo>' ·. he1s now 
gone into liquida1ion, gr0at-ly to the dis
ma •. of this CcJmmunity. So long as this 
necessary exploratDry work is post
poned, the 1 for such a period will the 
future of !,he field be held in susrwnse. 
Operations in Colcs's Bore anrl Benl1ion's 
}'dine prove conclusiv-ely that the reef 
does exist." 

I have had a eonsidemHe amount of infor
nwtion handed to n1c bv ::\Ir. Bennion, \vho 
\YflS part-O\Ylll'i' anJ ~harcho]dC'r ]n thiR 
Bcnnjon''3 mine. 1.\·bich it is specifically 
stated in the Mining R0port for this year 
has conclusiv01~- prov-ed thrrt the lost reef 
doe, exist. There is no f1Uestion that this 
c·nn1pany r.!Dcl i\fr. Bcnnion sank up to 
£15,000 in endeaYonring to locate tbis reef 
and succc-ssfullv work this mine. The 
Croydon goldfield at Oll(' t irnc "·as a very 
rich one, nnd there 1vas a rc1narkablc an1ount 
of gold won from it. It seem>' to me that 
there is a peculiar formation there. There· 
is an outcrop right through the JieJ.cl b·,· 
which the line of the reef was interrupted. 
'l'he late Government Geologist, Mr. Rands,. 
in the course of inYestiga tions suggested' 

Mr. Moore.] 
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that a . shaft should be put down on the 
~.ther srde of this interruption, when the 
1me of reef would again be found The 
Government themselves put down ~ bore 
hole, but apparently it was not put far 
enough over, and the results were negligible. 

The_n this Nlr, Bennion-who was a very 
expenenced munng manager and a man ·who 
~ad Jbeen connected all his life with mining 
m North Queensland, and had saved a con
srder tble amount of moncv-decided to test 
h~s cxpcrie.nro in the sink.ing of a shaft to 
<!JScover thrs lost lme of reef. He went down 
at considerable exl?ense: because it was Yery 
hard ground . to smk m, and, as has be.cn 
pomtc;d out m this year's report, the reef 
\Vas chscovered. ·various inspectors were sent 
out to report. The reports in the various 
annual mining reports are contradictory and 
in many cases appear to be misl"-·~1~lino-. 
There was a certain amount of subsidy-;p 
to £2.000 altogether-granted bv the Govern
ment to a•sist i1_1 the pr -'Specting and develop
mg of thrs partrcular area. The shareholders 
also contributed a considerabl·' amount of 
mone,- without there being vcrv much to 
·show for it. The extraordinary thinp; is that 
the moro development thor0 was done the 
greater prospects of success there appeared 
to be. The lust crusl1ing whirh \Vas takPn 
out from the mine was by far the best. This 
crushm_p; was taken out after the report of 
Geolog·rst Cameron, in which he stated that 
th~ reef had fizzled out and there was no use 
gomlj on 1_vith it. The amount of gold taken 
out m thrs last crushing was considerable. 
It was between 2nd May and 19th June. 
1911, and the cost of getting the gold out 
·was as follows :-

Mine wages 
Carting stone ... 
Crushing charges 
\Vatching crushino-
Fir.cwood " 
Charcoal ... 
Secretary's salary 

£ s. d. 
378 10 0 

8 8 9 
15 3 9 

4 11 8 
57 10 0 

4 13 10 
6 0 0 

£474 18 0 

Gold returns £411 3 11 

·rhat showed a deficit of £63 14s. Id. That 
was the last crushing 1 a ken out of the mine. 
and t~at crushmg was of stone taken out .,£ 
the mme after the report of Mr. Cameron, 
who was sent to report on the mine, and 
reported so unfavourably that it was decided 
to grve. no fur~her subsidy to" ards the 
prospectmg of thrs mine. After that period 
the development of ihe Croydon goldfield 
was at a standstill until a year or two 
later. when. the Government of the dav 
decr~ed 1'? grv.e £16,000 towards prospecting, 
~not m thrs mme where the existence of the 
r~ef ha~ been. proved, but in another situ.a
·~w'! a httle brt further away and tD another 
mdrvrdual altogether. 

';!'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: That was not 
thrs Government. 

Mr. MOORE : I said the Government of 
~the day. 

Mr. CoLLIXS : Fred. Cuthbert. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that it is 
:'ecessary to mention particular names-there 
1s no secret about it. 

Mr. CoLLINS: It was he who got the 
·3ubsidy. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. MOORE: He got the subsidy and 
there was £10,000 of it spent. It ~eems 
rather an extraordinary thing that that 
amount of money should be given to spend 
on prospecting in an area in w hi eh there 
was only a supposition that the reef was 
likely io he found instead of continuing to 
prospect in ·an area in w hi eh they had 
,Jrcady got fairly definite proofs that there 
\Y.lS gold, although not at that time in 
defrnito payable quantities. This company 
was reported on by various Government 
cxprr~s, and in ono case the report was 
unfayourable. From what ono can judg-e bv 
reading the concspondence and the different 
reports at •a later period. it was certainly 
misleading and undoubtedly untrue, and it 
mduccd the shareholders in the mine no 
long·er to continue to contribute by way of 
calk It also servc'd to prevent the GovNn
mcnt at that time from assisting ·any further 
in the prospecting of this particular area. 
It seems a most extraordinarv thing that in 
an arc~t \Yhich. ac<:ording to" geological sur
v.ey, gave every opportuniiy of securincr a 
~-lH'CC>s·_., just flt the tin1e when success sec~ed 
to be ac•urod, the GoYcrnmont should cut 
cff snnplics, and then later on give about 
ton times more than \\ JS asked for :n 
this particular instance to prospect in 
a nothor area, which proved to be absolutely 
unfay,)urab1e. 

The "'hole poi,-,t at issue is whether the 
charPholclcrs we•re fairl,, h·eatod in rerrard to 
I ho rqoorts which \ve{·o sent in a.bo~1t this 
n"linc. ...~s to wht-=>-ther thcv ,,-ere re all v 

gennine reports ;1Htdc in good 
[3.30 p.m.] faith or vvhother thev were 

alt<'red to snit an application 
"hi eh was likclv to come in in the futuro or 
for ~01110 other fca,C:-on I C'annDt ,ay, but there 
is certainly a m;Fs of contndiction. The 
reports have certn.inly hc·n proved in one 
or two points to ha ye b('cn untruP, and -it is 
{ •rtainl~· a n1ost cxtraordinar:-- thi1~g that 
thrrc should b(• any pnri'itnon:v in the 1ratter 
:Yhf~ll it involves a great injtF tico tO 1-he 
ltt(hviduals conce·rncd, and n1ny rnC'an that 
the dc>vclopment of the dis!l·irc has ever since 
been h• 'cl back because of it. An inquiry 
'Yas ir..stituted Loro() considerable time after
wards, b· t its scope was li<l'itcd. and tho 
prir:cipal person concerned did not ha Yo n ll 
the infornmtion which he !<as available 
iu-day. In my opinion he c0rtainlv deserves 
e rcopcninp; of the inquiry so thnt" he might 
Le able to bring forwa·rd the fi"" l link in the 
chain of evidence ,.. hi eh he has been able to 
p·ocure onlv wit'Jir, the last three or four 
years. If lln injustice has bPen done-and 
apparently it has-he should han• every 
opportunity to prove hi;; c1:,e and cross
cxanlin0 incHviduals about it. Chargf's 'vero 
t•rcfc-rr( d and sent io thn Niincs Dcpa;·tment 
b~T C!~rtnin individuals. They wore rcrtainly 
~-er1ous! and ~t is only fair to give hin1 an 
opportunity to prove his c1.se, since it 
inv-olves not only the removal of an injustice 
to an individual bni also-if we are to judge 
f1·om the various 1nining ronorts and a state
nwnt in the •report of the w~rdon at Croydon 
--the reopening of a very impodrmt and rich 
mining district. and tlwrefore the succPosful 
dev-elopment of th".t part of the State. There 
;,o•cms to be a good deal of hesita•cev about 
th0 8pending of a fe·w pounds in an in\·e::;tiga
tion which might lead to a development of 
immBnse value to ihe State. In view of the 
statAment which has been placed before the 
Minister and the definite assertion as to the 
final link in the chain of evidenoe secured by 
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Mr. Bennion, I certainly think the Mines 
Department would be well advised to •reopen 
the inquiry and give full opportunity for the 
r·emoval of what has been a bone of con
tention for a very long peri~d of In 
this connection, r should hke to 
ledge the courtesy and 1!-tte,ntion of 
momberfor Burke t0 the md1v1dual rnn~P·rnen 
and I would have spoken so 
it had it for 

of 

Great 
of the nretC'l'0.n0e 

provided is 25 
; and that iron 

competition here 
establishing iron 
through the large amount 

she secured because of her 
position in regard to finance 

and because of her un-to-date 
machinery, is able tD WOrk huge 

copper of a different nature from 
we have in Queensland at a much 

rate than we can in Queensland. 
As one who understands mining and smelt

ing, I have to congratulate the general 
manager and the men employed at Chillagoe 
on the wonderful results they have achieved 
notwithstanding the handicap under which 
they have been labouring. This morning 

the hen. member for Oxley, while posing as 
the champion of the prospectors, compared 
them with a domestic cat. He said that the 
domestic cat, if fed, would not work, but, 
i£ compelled to seek its own living, it would 
be of some use. If the hon. member for 
Oxley had made that otatement when some 
of the prospectors were in the vicinity, I 
feel sure that he would have thought they 
were wild cats and not domestic cats. He 
also £tressed it as his opinion that the 
Government should assist the prospector, but 
that they should have nothing whatever 
to do with the marketing o£ the products. 
He made those remarks more with refer

to the production of gems. That is the 
old doctrine ! Let the Government 

the or anybody else i01 

resources are 
fortunately 
come when 

a profit cannot be 
prospector has been 

something in the 
he is to be left to the 

enterprise and those 
out of his work. 

for Oxley also stated 
Yvas n1ore Inincral 

what has been 
any knowledge 

to be a fact. 
in mind-that 

now so easil v avail-
mines in the past 

outcropped and 
going through 

the future lodes 
do not outcrop 

day will be a prosperous one. 
The cost of production in the mines is at 

present high; nevertheless, although the 
managers of copper mines and all those 
interested in the raising of copper continu
ally speak of the increasing costs with a view 
to loweripg the wages of the men employed 
in the production of copper, the fact is that 
the price of steel, which was very high in 
1918, has considerably decreased and coke 
can now be made available at a cheaper 
rate than in 1918, while explosives, building 
material, etc., have also filllen below their 
cost in 1918. I am satisfied that by the 
employment of proper methods copper can 

produced at a figure which will permit 
product to be sold profitably at the 

present world's market price. In the Cion· 
curry district, with which I am well 
acquainted, there were formerly three differ
ent companies operating three different 
smelters. Any one of those smelters could 
have smelted the ore from the whole of the 
mines, but there was competition between 
the smelters, and we had the ridiculous 

Mr. Bruce.l 
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-spectacle of trainloads of ore passing one 
another going to different destinations, and 
na.lurally raising the cost per medium of 

Reference has b0cn 
leases at Mount I sa. 
in the g·reatest good for 

[Mt. Bruce. 

Supply. 

miner's right is 
in AustraJia 

•·PtPr'PnN• recently 
Eureka 

of 
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the Secretary for 
know that he is an 
to be an optimist 
nJining industry. 
which face the l1on. 
at the time. 

reasons 
was not lTIOT'J 

or out~of-dat,__, 
methods 

my experience that, 
a flourishing condition 

prospect of that condition con
works are likely to he up-to-
it is languishing and for some 

it is not likely to be pros 
porous, one cannot blame people who have 
put money into it for ceasing to invest their 
money in it, and thereby allowing thB works 
1lo become somewhat obsolete. A consider-

able reason why many of the in Queens-
land are not more prosperous industrial 
interference with the management, which 

of insecurity in the investor 
afraid to put his money into 

class of investment. It is 
do not 

the 
the 

would 
system 

carry out 
you ar1.3 go1ng to 

out of the return 
not think you will 

many men to take on the job 
will be left almost stranCted. 
an illustration on that point. 
ago quite a number of young 
through their assaying course 
material submitted. for assay. 
agreed that they knew exactly 
that could be got for that metal at 
Creek and Aldershot in those days. I 
a bout twelve assayed it, and they 
obtained similar results. and from ail the 
information they gathered they were of the 
opinion that the metal was worth about 
£12D. These men had had some experience 
and were fairly well educated. but not one 
of them was prepared, even on his own assay, 
to give £60 for the metal and take the chance' 

Mr. Nott.} 
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of obtaining the other £60 when the metal 
was sold. If you did away with the wages 
system, probably the same thing• would 
happen in many Fortunately for 
Queengland, is ,not satisfied 
with the the nght t·o stnke 
out for 

who are not 
svstem and 
- to start 

report 
reading. 
of the 
to the 
relation to 
inspectors 
th0 presence 
stand that it 
inspectors to 
panv with 
is that the men 
f1.llY grievance 
losing their 
victimised. 

Mr. GLEDSON : 
around without ax 

GLEDSON : 'There is no fear of losing 
jobs. We look after them. 

Mr. BRAND I am told by miners in 
electorate they very much prefer 
mining inspectors making their inspec

without the company of the mine 
manager. 

[Mr. N()tt. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They have the 
protection of their unions. 

Mr. BRAND: Yes, but in some cases these 
fear that they will lose their johs by 

complaints that are desirous in the 
of the miners. 

They will not lose their 

At 4.11 p.m., 

Mr. GLEDSON: 

At present Baralaba coal is n.ot suitable 
for the qse it was put to previously, with 
the result that it is not now finding a market 
in our district. The coal in the Burrum ·dis
trict is much sought after by users of coaL 
particularly the Railway Department, and 
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I am satisfied that, if it got a fair spin, 
there would bo a greater amount of that coal 
used bv that department. At the present 
time the Howard coalfield is the nearest 
coalfield to the Gladsto:w district, which uses 
'Stvx and Baralaba coe1l mixed. The follow
ing fi<rur·cs show the ;:1istances of the three 
-coalfields from Gladstone :-

Howard 
Baralaba 
Styx 

Miles. 
147 
158 
155 

If coal for the G!a-dstono district was drawn 
horn the nearest ccalfield, it is ~afe to a·"ume 
that the Bnrrum or Hnward coalfield would 
receiYc that big order and would be able to 
market coal there. Unfortunatdv the 
'GoYc>l'nmcnt beliovo in ~~tate cnterprisCs, and 
that State enterprises ehould be protected by 
them to the detriment of other ont'erprise;. 

clir. G LEDSOX: I-Ioward coal is 10s. a ;on 
"!care"' than Baralaba coal. 

JI.Ir. BRA:\'D: I am satisfied that, although 
Howarcl coal is sold at a higher p1·ico than 
:Baralaba coal, when you mix Styx ancl 
Baralaba together you will find the cost is 
nearly as groat as Howard. I am satisfied 
that a1~ran.gcn1cnts could be rnadc vvhcrebv 
Burrum coal could be shipped to Glad,tono 
ut a cheaper rate. 

\Y c ha·d some intere~ting figures giYen us 
thic; morning by the Minist-er with regard to 
the landed cost of Baralaba coal at Rock-
1tampton. \Vo were told that its landed cost 
>Yas 18s. 10d. per ton. I do not know how 
the ho!L g-entleman arri\red at his figures. I 
nndcrehnd th·tt the ccst of coal at the pit
hc·td is 1~s. 9d. a ton, and that the ordinary 
freight on coal from Baralaba to Rockhamp
ton is 10s. 1d. per ton, plus 20 per cent. 
Therefore the correct landed cost at Rock
hampton ehould be £1 7s. 1d. per ton allow-
ing for tern1inal charges. ' 

Mr. FOLEY: You can buy Blair Athol coal 
for that. 

Mr. BRAND: I am giving the ordinary 
n.te on coal from Bar•t!aba to Rockha mpton. 
EYidcntly the Minister must be getting some 
special rate for his coal from the Railway 
Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1INES : A halfpenny 
per ton per mile. 

:Mr. BRAND: Well, the hon. g-entleman 
is getting a special ra1e that the Railwav 
Department will not allow to privat~ 
{'Ompanies. 

The SEcRETARY FOR Nfr><ES: Blair Athol IS 

on a sin1ilar basis. 

Mr. BRA:\'D: Blair Athol is allowed ,a 
s.necial rate only under special circunrtanccs. 
Th8 coal for ordinary use in and around the 
<:liff<>ront districts has to pay the ordinary 
rate. 

11r. GLEDSON: No-a special rate. 

Mr. BRAND: A special rate is charged 
only in cash where the coal is used fo-r a 
special purpo,e. At all eyrnts in mv dis
trict thoro is only ono special tat<> alimY<'rl, 
and that is from the Burrnm field to Rock
hampton for coal supplied to th0 Rockhamp
ton gas works, as in the Rockhampton district 
tlJere is no coal suitable for gas m~king. 
Some few months ago we had inquiries for 
-coal for e;as making purposes horn as far 
north as lYlackay, but we were unable to got 
<the same concession as was allowed to the 

Department for Mines. The result was that 
0ur district could not supply the coal, and 
~; e'ivcastle is sending in coal as fast as it 
possibly can. 

There has been n1ore c:Jntrovorsv over 
Baralaba coal than m·er any othBr coal in 
Queensland. It lns been foisted on to those 
'·'·ha use it, with the result that we have 
cn1nplaints frou1 engine n1en and fi.ro~uen not 
onl, in Cr~nh·al Ouccnsland but ah:J in 
::louthern Queen'land. The LB<' of that coal 
has soriouslv intcrff'rcd "'ith the engines in 
the RailwaY Dcpnrtn1ent. aiHl, \Yhon the 
l\1ini'_,tcr sa:'s th01'0 has been a s1-Y;·1g of 
£44.260 to the Hailway Dcpart'l!Ollt, owing 
to the use of B·;ralaba cc d, ht.~ does not 
allow for the dant<l;:;'C calC :::d to the engines 
u ·1d the consequent loss of t;n1e fL>d {'Xp(~nse 
cu oYenJuC' trajns. If he ''Tl'i~ to trtk~' that 
iiJto con~ideration, in conjunction with the 
q~eeialndc, he eYidPntly eujoy., fur his Ininc, 

wonld find that the Raih,-ay Department 
·cot saYcd anything as a result of U·,inq

Baralaha coaL 1 t is surprisin~ to learn 
frorn the snccch dc ~ivercd ln~ tl11:• ~\linistcr this 
tnorning· t-hut, aJtbough the Ba-r<-lla~' 1- Stato 
eoalmine produced 40,2C) tow: of coal la't 
ycnr, there 1n,_s a- lo3'3 of £4,886 l4c :=d.; that 
"lth01wh the Styx mine proclncc'd 30.353 jons 
oi' coal, there ·was also a lo in co:1nDction 
'.\ ith that mine. and. whilo;t tlw Bowcn coal
mine prodncecl 74.[ 05 tons of cool, ihuy made 
a }Jtofit of only £3:.:3. Surely then~ is son-:!e
thing 1vrong 1vhen these 1uincs, although pro
ducing such a large quantity of VJal, arc not 
<tblc to 1nako a proftt on thQ year' J "\Yorking. 

The SECHETARY FOR }liNt'S: \Yhy don't ;''OU 
quote me full_v? 1 said Baralaba recently 
has .:,hown an irnprc.vmncnt. 

::Vlr. BRAKD: The hon. g-entleman made a 
subseqncnt statement that Haralaba had been 
in1proying of la.tc. \Ye sincerely hope it has, 
but we shall not know twtil we get the 
_\. uditor-GcneraJ's Teport. 

The SECHETARY FOH l'.IIXE3: I qnoted oflieial 
figures. 

j'dr. BRAKD : The hon. gentleman quoted 
the fig-ures for a few weeks. \Yhat are a 
few weeks in a year's work? I£ the hon. 
gentleman can show a proJit for the t:,elye 
month,, then let him show it. Poscib!y 
between now and the end of the• 11cxt finallcial 
~·ear this 1nino 111ay sho':\' a la·rge loc;s. There 
1nay be strikes, and tho JUinistcr kno\YS per
fcctly well that there is a cri is pc"ding in 

coal-1nining ir1dnstr. in Australia., and 
the n1iners are de ~i1·ou~ tlL't thPre ··hould 

.a \Yorking da)· of s-ev0n hours, and that 
tbey shnuld get a \Yecldy v. age. I do not 
h:!lOIV whether tho hon. gent!: rnan s.~pports 
the IniiJE"rs in 1·hcl r claim jn thi rcspPct, but, 
if he >Yishes to c •.rry out the Labour polic_,· 
in this direction, he · hould first of all gh-o 
il a trial in the State mines ;vhich he is 
administering. I \Yould 1:ot like to sec a 
crisis in tho coat-n1lning indHsil'Y, bscnusc, 
;;s the ::\linister stated this morning, the coal
mining industry is the father of all induehics. 
If there is t-rouble ir, the coal indu,tr·· it will 
ha Ye an effect on all the other indU~ triP;:; in 
the country. If the n1irwrs arc t~·oiug to nn.ko 
the"-~C dema.nd·1, it will ccrt<unly 1n0an a 
crisis; tnd in an endcayour to avert that . 
crisis I \\·ould urge that the ~\Tinistcr give 
the demands a fair trial in th-e State 1ninc.3, 
\·,·here ihere are large scnrr1s of cua.l and 
production can be carried out eheapl_\'. If 
there are any mines to which seven hours a 
day and a weekly payment should apply it 
should be the Sta ~e mines. 

Mr. Brand.] 
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_The SECRETARY FOR MINES : What is wrong 
wrth trymg the proposal in Bun·um? 

Mr. BRAND : I am sorry the hon. gentle
man will not support my claim. I thought 
ho would carry out the Labour policy and 
fir_st grve the matter "' trial in the State 
mines. 

In connection with metalliferous minino
I trust that the Minister will exhibit great~; 
sympathy in regard io the assistance ren
dered to those who are endeavouring to find 
further mining fields. 

I also wish, like other hon. members to 
pay a tribute to the work of the U~der 
Secretary for Mines and his offic-ers for the 
courtesy which they a)ways extend to me 
\vhcn I make representation to them. \Vith 
other hon. members on this side I believe 
that we have a very capable set' of oflic,·rs, 
al'd I am satisfied that thov will endeavour 
in the coming year to make the greatest 
poF3rble progress m the mining industry. 

HoNOJ:RABLE J\fE:IrBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Trynnum): I deoire 
to say a \Vord or hvo Dn this vote recoO'nis
ing that the debate has been ge:reral, "and 
that probably there is very little further 
ground to go over. 

I want. first of <>.ll, to join with the hon. 
memb:r for Burrum !n congratulating you, 
Mr. Nott, on gettmg mto the chair. I hope 
you may often be there. (Hear, hear!)' I 
am not gomg to say that my speech is going 
to be congratulatory right through, but 
there are some thmgs which are bigger than 
politics, and I sinrcrely congra tu late the 
Mmistcr upon the eccape he had when travel
li~g abroad. (Hear, ·hear!) Although we 
differ v?ry strongly in poliiics, no one on 
erther s1de of the Chamber desires to see 
any political foe removed from politics 
through misadventure. (Hear, hear!) \Ve 
are very glad that the hon. gentleman had 
the escape he had when travelling. 

There are some things which I want to 
find out from the hon. g·entleman. I take it 
that the whole of the r eople in Queensland 
w-ere deeply interested in some of the photo
graphs we saw whilst the J\1inister was 
travelling. I do not know whether we all 
noticed t_he "bell-topp-er" hat and spats. I 
had an 1dea that "bell-toppers" and spats 
were opposed to Labour politics. (Laughter.) 
I am nor; saymg that it applied to members 
on one s1de only. 

I notice that there is an increase in the' 
item "Postage, . Telegrams, Travelling 
Expenses, and In01clentals " from £6,250 to 
£8.000. or a difference of £1.750. We want 
to know how much was spent from that item 
last year. I take it that we have the right 
-and I am sure the lVlin:istcr vlill recoo-nise 
it, ~ecause t!1e Premier very carefully gave 
us mformatwn ·about certain expenses in 
connection with his visit to the old country
to ln~ow how much was spent and in what 
way rt was expended. I think we also have 

a right-without reflecting on the 
[4.30 p.m.] Minister in any way-to know 
. . what his expenses were on his 

visit to the old countrv. I am perfectly sure 
that it is very much 'bett0r for us to have 
that information than that wild ideas should 
be current about it, however erroneous they 
ma:v be. I have said before in this Com
mittee-and I repeat it-that when a Minis
ter of the Crown travels he should not travel 

[Mr. Brand. 

second rate. Representing the State as he 
does, he ought to travBl in a way in keeping 
with his office. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You will get it now. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I do not know 

whether the hon. member who has just inter
jected expects to occupy a position on the 
front bench very shortly or not. If so, no 
doubt we shall get all such information ,at 
onoe, if not woner. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GLEDSON: I will give you all that 
when I get there. 

HoN. W. H. BARI"ES: I am afraid the 
hon. m.ember will not get there. I am 
perfectly certain that every member of the 
Committee realises the grL.Lt importance of 
the mining industry to Queensland. As a 
public man, I can look back ancl remombe1· 
how again and again it has saved Queens
land, and I say it is the duty of this Com
mittee to do everything ,,-ithin the bounds 
of reason and possibility to assist it. 

'l'he hen. member for Bowcn very properly 
spoke of the prospector. I a.grec that the 
man who has sufficient courage to go out 
and prospect legitimutely is doing good for 
this State. He is prepared to rough it, he 
is not taking the easy path, and, if I know 
anything of mining, it is not alon~T the easy 
path that you get some return fo1· your 
enterprise. The man who goes out ancl 
sleeps in a tent, or perhaps in the open air 
without a tent, dese<ves well of his country 
and consideration from the department. So 
in that respect I join with the hon. member· 
for Bowon. Every man on this side of the 
Chamber is alive to the fact that, if Queel!s
land is going to progress, there must bo 
nothing sectional in the attitude of a 
n~ember representing any district, and, 
although I am told that there are certain 
coal measures in my electorate, apart from 
that I have no reason for any sectional 
attitude on this vote. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR MIXES : I wish there 
was a 12-foot seam there, because we could 
have a good mine there and put you out. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:-.JES: I am sure that 
the hon. gentleman would find it a very 
difficult task, because the men who hfl.ve put 
me into politic;; have been the workers of 
Queensland. If there was a mine t hero l 
am afmid that the anticipations of the hon. 
gentleman would never be realised. Coming 
back to the bigger question, what can we 
-do to help t-owards this prog1·ess and pros
perity that are ~o desirable in the n1injng 
industry 'I Everything that ca.n be done 
should be done by the Minister, and from 
that point of view I should like to know the 
reasoiJS for the reduction of the votes for 
prospecting and loans for deep sinking. At 
any rate, there are votes which indicate 
that in some directions there has boon a 
cutting clown and paring in connection with 
mining enterprises. The Minister this 
morning rather reflected on the Adminis
tration prior to the Labour Government 
coming into office, and probablv- he had in 
view the gentleman who was at the head 
of the Mines Department at that partic·.1lox 
time. All I have to say to-dav is that no 
rr1ore earnest man in conducting a depart
ment, and especially the J'v1inPs Department, 
was found than the present hen. member for 
Albert. 

OPPOSITIOI<i MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'rhe SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did not 

reflect on the hen. member for Albert at alL 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am very glad 
to hear that. I want to pursue that a little 
further. The hon. gentleman savs that he 
did not in any way reflect upon the hon. 
membN for Albert, but at anv rate the 
impree.o,ion left upon my mind" was that 
-certain work had been undertaken which 
should not have been undertaken, and that 
the present Minister had stopped it. Did I 
misunderstand the hon. gentleman? 

'Iho SECRETARY FOR MIKES: Y€s. The hon. 
member for Albert had nothing to ·do with it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am glad that I 
misunderstood the hon. gentleman in that 
regard. I think the Minister did not do 
justice to the Estimates this morning, but 
blew hot and cold. I have always thought 
the present Minister a kind of Micawbet, a 
-character whom Dickens so beautifully por
tra::ed-he is always expecting that some
thing is going to turn up. I a 1n not going to 
suggest that in the direction of promic,·or:v 
notr,s or anything of that kind. He is one 
vrho hJs an optimistic ternywrament. just as 
one who is cng !ged in mining generally be
comes optin1istic. Th0 hon. gent1 man evi
dently is v-ery optimistic

1 
and~ if there was 

oyer an 011timist or:cupying the position of 
Rf'crf'tnr:v for Min0s, it is the hon. f'"C'Iltl('man. 
He has told us this morning that th0 reports 
·circulat,.! in London were not quite accurate. 

JI.Ir. Gu:nsm;: Do vou want him to be a 
pcssimi.<;:t? -

HoN. W. I-I. BARNES : I do not want him 
to be a pc"··imist, but I want him to r0ali•»· 
that, g-enerally speaking, we have not r.•alised 
what hP ~aiel v.·as going to happen jn QnPe>ns
land. T do sav that it is a mistake to adver
tise undulv if -the advertisement is not after
\Yard.i 1 ,:r cd. That is the position ,,-ith 
regard to the hon. gentlcnHln's optimisn1. I 
eonfe'S that I could not undcrst,md him this 
morning. Although he professed to he opti
mistic as to this mine, that mine, and the 
other min0. it seem 'd to me that somehow or 
other that he did not seem to be able to put 
:my punch at all into what he had to sav. I 
do not know whether his colleague had "been 
putting a wot blanket over him. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mr:-;rg : The hon. gentle
man can accept my statPment that I allow 
no one to put a wet blanket over me. 

HoN. IY. H. BAR:\'ES : I am glad to hear 
that en•n the hen. memb 'r for Ipswich is 
not a!1m,-ed to put a wet blanket over the 
:'v1inistcr. and I congratulat·· the hon. gentle
man on taking· a ~tand in that direction. 
The fact remains that somehow or other the 
hon. gc•ntlernCln sccrncd to be ·dcpr: .,st->d as 
thot1gh he had no punch. and somehow or 
other did not seem to real is, the importance 
of his department. I need not refer just now 
to P.Ol110 of the lnduo;trics-rnore particularlv 
roalminlng-to vrhich reference \Yas n:adC 
this 1norning. In that connc,ction we have 
been told that the miners of Bla ir Athol for 
some reason or oth0r a re getting· a m0rc 
pittanc '· That is not told us bv men who 
support the Opposition,' hut b,·" men who 
belon!l' to unions. That is the position in face 
of the fad that ·railway engine-drivers 
actuallv declare that B!air Athol coal is 
superior to other coal for locomotive pur
poses. It seems to me that there is some
thing wrong in that direction. The Minister 
made some reference to cutting down the 
cost of production in regard to labour. I 
do not know how he is going to deal with 

·that phase of the matter, because he was not 

very explicit, though he was definite in his 
statement that something was to be substi
tuted for ".tges. He ought to tell the Com
mittee how he proposes to substitute some
thing else for wages in connection with Go
vernment mines. Is it by somo co-operative 
or share svstem? Is it to be on the same 
principle a; operates in the sugar-mills in the 
J\"nrth, where· the farmers wero allowed to 
come in and become shareholders in the 
mill? We have a right to know what is in 
the mind of the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\JrNES: Read some of 
my peaches in the Legislative Council. 

lioN. \Y. H. BAR~ES: I am sure the hon. 
gentleman does not want me to do that. I 
"-as nev 'r a member of the Legislative 
Council. Ho is the Secretary for Mines, and 
he should enlighten the Committee with 'ome 
of those brilliant speeches that he delivered 
there. I am sure they would do us good. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\liXES: You might gain 
wmo enlightenment by reading them. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::'\fES: I might not lose 
anvthing: I might have my own convictions 
eonilrm -d: I am perfectly sure that I would. 
Supposing the earnings of the 1nines were 
suc-h that they did not bring the ordinary 
wage to ihc worker, how does the hon. gentle
man then propose to deal with it • \Vhat i• 
the new method • T know where the Govern-
1 'ent are going. They are going along step 
lJy ~tep to ('xh·f'rnc socialism; they are pro
ceeding on Bolshevist lines. The Premier 
said that the Government were going along 
that road gradually. The hon. member for 
Bowen would probably like to hurr:v them 
alonv, but he is not allo\\·ed by the Premier 
to go quite as quickly as he would wish. 
EYer:· step-and no doubt it is insidious
that is being t'll\:.cn is a step going in one 
direction, and that step seems to bring about 
what was desired by the party when it last 
met in conf<'l'Cnce at Emu Park. The hon. 
g-L•ntlcman knows and ought to tell the Com
rnittce \Yhat is in his n1ind in that particular 
i e):::,·atd. 

::\Ir. \YIXSTAXLEY: You know, so what is 
ihc goo·cl of asking' · 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I want the Ministe,
to confirm my idea. 

GovER:'DTENT ME1TBERS: Ah ! 
Ho". \V. H. BAR:'\ES: Perhaps the hon. 

Dlf>ll1bcr for Quecnton, who i3 a mining expert, 
might toll us. _\s r<eprcsentativc••. of the 
pC'ople we have a right to know whither we 
nrc going. The hon. member fDr Bowen Mid 
that the Government wcro going along too 
s]o,Y]v 

Mr. COLLINS: I know where wo went when 
your Government were in power. \Ve went 
c1(n'r to 6s. a day. 

l\1r M.\XWFLL : You have no monov at all 
fer som0 of the 1nen no;.,T, "' 

1-Iox. W. II. BAR::\'"ES: \Ye were in a very 
mnch bott '1' position as a Government then 
than the Government are to-day. 

0PPOSITrON ME~fBERS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. H. BARKES: I would remind 

the hon. member for Bowen DC something 
thnt trampired at BmYen. The Premier, 
when he was there. said that the steelworks 
WP!'e going on. He said, " It is all right, 
make no doubt about it, money will not 
affect us so far as getting it outside the State 
is concerned." 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhere are the :steelworks 
today? 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: Thov are sleeping 
just now; they are havincr a ~rest and are 
waiting· for the hon. member for 'Bm;en to 
apply force again and say that they are to 
be gone on \vith. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I do not sec 
"·hy they should not. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\JES: I do not want vou 
to remind 1ne, Mr. Nott, that I am geit~ing 
off the track, bui· I will connect the matter 
with thie vote. 'T'he steelvmrks have been 
jolly slow in coming. So fa.r as the promises 
madp in that connection are concerne·d the·.· 
haYe absolutely broken do\\n. ' · 

Before sitting down I wish for one moment 
to deal with some of the mimng ente·rprise .. 
whiCh the Government have in hand. I am 
not able t·o quote the Auditor-General's 
report for this year, but I shall quote that 
for last year, and draw attention to some of 
the thing, said bv the Auditor-General in 
connection with the State smelters. 

Mr. GLEDSON: '].'brrt is twelve months old. 
Our Estimates are dealing with this year
not last. 

Hoc-;. W. H. BARNES : I am in vour 
hands, Mr. Nolt. 1wt in the hands of the ·hon. 
member for lpswich. This is what the 
Auditor-General said-

" 'rhe profit and loss account discloses 
a lo>s on the year's operations of £58,793 
15s. 1d.. including £32,440 lls. 9d. for 
Treasury interest. The accumulated loc., 
at ;)Oth June, :Sl23, was £178,655 14s. 2d.'' 

I h?~e the people of Que·onsland realise the 
positron we are g;;~iing into? Kea,rlv everY 
8taL' undertaking '"G haye in ha11d disclo~c;_, 
n loss. \Vhero arc we going io end? There 
must_ be an end. It is something that 
n,ot last. As a l"c·ult of tho policy of 
G.ovor~1n1cnt,. vvc ate gcthng into a condition 
C·I dnft. dnft, <hilt! I am proparPcl to 
achn1t that tho :0.-Iu.J.Js~er stated this 1norning 
i.h~t thc,rc 'Yns n shg:ht recovcn~ in 60nw 
thmgs, b~t ''hat ic th.at compared \\ith t!F> 
<~wful dnft that has taken plac-e? I shall 
quote fro1n pag~ S9 of the Auditor-General's 
report for 1923-

" The following shtcmcnt c!wws the 
total indcbtedl;,'ss to the Trcasurv at the 
30th Juno. 1920, 1921, 1922, ar\d 1923, 
respectively--

1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 
£2q3,S81 £292.213 £525,160 £710.618." 

\Ve cannot continue to go at that pace. 

The SECRETAHY FOH MIXES: That is 
indebtedness to tho Treasury; it is not a lm.s. 

Hox. W. H. BAHNES: I did not sa• thvt 
it was a Ios,. \Vill the hon. gentlcm~~n be 
able to pav his accounts bv tollin"' hi· 
creditors that ho owes someone· elso £7l0.0}0 
and that he cannot realise his assets? 1'hc 
uoin~ is that the Slate is abcolutely drifting;
dr;.ftlng Jn ev('ryth1ng 1t tonchej-aTJd son1e 
of. these m~ning enterprises are an1ongst tho3o 
thmw; which have caused tho drift. The 
.Munster must realise the importance of 
facing the position 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): In courtesv to 
the leader of the Opposition, I want to assure 
~he hon. gentleman that the department has 
1!1- no way treated the gentleman he men
twned, Mr. Benmon, unjustly. Some time 
ago the hon. member for Burke asked, on 

[Hon. W. H. Banus. 

behalf of Mr. Bennion, for a departmental 
inquiry into certain allegations. That inquiry 
was held by Police Magistrate Ferry andi 
Dr. J ensen, then one of the geologists of the 
department. They wont North Hnd took evi
dence, and the result of the inquiry was not 
at all unfavourable to the administration of 
the Department of :;1.1ines. I have no inten
tion to abuse the privileges of Parliament by 
saying ono word against Mr. Bennion. I 
beJi.eve he is a gentleman who has spent 'a 
good deal of money in Cro:.-don, and deserv
ing more sympathy th.~n blame. His conten
tion was that an officer of the Department of 
Mines had reported against a mine which, 
in his opinion, was a good mine, and he 
thought ho should get c·ertain 'assistance from 
the Department of Mines. That is very 
often done. Anyone with mining experience 
knows that a geologist from the Department 
of Mines may honestly make a mistake in 
reporting unfavourably on a n1ine ·which 
does not show value at the particular time· 
of his visit. :!\'fr. Bennion asked that the 
inquiry be continued in Brisbane, so that he 
could examine witnesses down her·e. At the 
request of Mr. Riordan, the hon. member for 
Burke, I gave :l\Ir. Bennion an opportunity 
of again approaching the Commission-Mr. 
Ferry and Dr. Jensen-and this is thoir 
finding-

" The additional papers left b:· Mr. 
BPnnion do not, in our opinion, help his 
case. The conclusifms drawn from the 
previously examined documents arc not 
shaken by them. 

"On page 1 Jl.1r. Bcnnion quotes ?vir. 
Kids ton .. ,s having promise cl furthci· 
a:~sista11cc, if such ·w·erc "\Varran'ed. The 
Premi<'r, b:,- that statement. intimated 
that he would bo guided by his offic~rs. 
On 1Hr. Bennion' s own Tequest officia I 
reports wer<' made. 'rhe officers entrusted 
with these were JI.Icssrs. Fletcher, Young, 
and Camoron. vVhether thC'C officers 
were right or wron'J', they did their duty 
to the best of their ability, but their 
reports did not suit Mr. Bonnion. 

" The suggestion on page 2 that the 
inspector's report did not go through 
Mr. McDonald's hands is a random guess. 
for which not ono shred of evidence is 
giY"'n. The pr·csun1ptivo evidence is all 
to the effect that the report went thrnugh 
the proper channch and was not altered 
hv anvone in Brisbane. 1\iir. Bcnnion 
ailegeo' that Cameron ignored Dunstan's 
report. In the e.-idenco previously 
examined. Jl.fr. Bcnnion stated that Mr. 
C1meron had :Mr. Dunstan's report with 
hi,n, and frequently looked at it. He
therefore did not ignore it. Ho may 
have diffor'd from it, and may have been 
ncrfectly justifie·d, sine" the mine had 
been developed consider 1bly in the inter
val botw~en the two reports. 

"That l\fr. Dennion has suffered great 
disappointment and is permnally chag
rined goes without question, but, unfor
tunately for his eaec, the evidence all 
poinb lo the actions taken by the depart
ment in connection with his mine being
quite honest and in accordance with 
established methods." 

Mr. MooRE: He has further evidence in· 
refutation. 

Thn SECRETARY FOR MI:\'ES: I think 
Mr. Benni.orr has no further evidence to• 
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offer. Tlw department has never said that 
Mr. Bennion is not a man of good char
acter. \Ve ha' e nothing against him per
sonally. Mr. Bennion ha-s spent a good deal 
of money in Croydon, and he has suffered 
the ·dicappointment that many mining men 
do suffer, and the department in no way 
endeavoured to injure him either under 
1ny adn1inistration or under the preYious 
administ,·ation. That is the reputation of 
the Department of Mines. 

I was indeed pleased to hear the eulogistic 
references to the officers of the Department 
of Mines. Many members on both sides 
huve said that, although they may not get 
exaktly what they want at the department, 
the}· certainly got courtesy from the officers. 
In my omowhat lengthy speech this morn
inlc, I did not want to congratulate the 
olhcer, of the department because it would 
be like tho Minister asking members to 
throw bouquets I am very pleased that the 
bouquets have been thrown at the officers 
of the department quite voluntarily and 
w·ithout invitation from myself. Queensland 
is to be congratulated on the high standing 
of the officers of the Department of Mines. 
l think that in Mr. Jackson we have one 
of the most honourable and upright men it 
is pc"sible to get in a high office which 
controls the safety of a good many men. 
(Hear, hear !) 

At this stage of thc debate I do not pro
pose to deal with all the questions that have 
been raised by the hon. member for 
\Vynnum. Although I do not agree with tho 
speech of the hon. member, I thank him for 
his sympathetic congratulations, and I can 
a'surc him that I personally reciprocate 
his good feeling. · 

Before the hon. member resumed his seat 
he made some reference to Chillagoe, and 
not only to this year's loss, but to previous 
lGsscs. There is a compensating benefit in 
rn::a~·d to Chillagoe. Aithough >VC have to 
admrt the loss there, hon. members must 
realise that th0re is a big compen>·ating 
benefit for Queensland. The :\orthern 
members in the Committee will bear me 
out. As I previously pointed out, Chillagoe 
wr,;; at ono time a place of deserted homes 
cwd scrap-iron, but to-de.v the Statn is 
employing directly or ir:d.ircctly consider· 
a Hy over 1,000 men. Although our produc
tior, of silver-lead, bulJi,)n, and copper shov s 
some less. we have at lea 1 produced a very 
useful commodity. and the compensating 
benof1ts are shown in the cmplovmcnt of a 
great many men. It is the function of 
Government to create employment and to 
look after the people. It is better to create 
work, even though "'" may lose on that 
particular enterprise. thftn to have a form 
of relief which humiliates able-bodied men. 
The oiher compensating- benefit is in the 
large rcv~nue which the Railway Depart
ment den \·os from Chille goc. The hon. 
mcrr,ber for Oxlcy, :Juring- 11is spoc>ch, stated 
that rt seemed to hrm that the Bowen coal
mine was o[ more benefit to Townsvil!e than 
to Bowen because the coal was exported from 
Townsville. I would point out that the 
Bowen coalmine is a State coalmine estab
lished not only for the town of Bowen but 
in the interests of the whole of the State. 
The hon. member for Bowen will agree with 
rnc. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : You had better ask the 
hon. member for Bowen. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I think 
that the hon. member has the foresight not 
to say that the coal from that mine sha.U 
not be used bevond the boundaries of his 
particular electorate. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Bowen is the natural 
port for handling the coal. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member for Bowen will join with the 
hon. member for Oxley on this particular 
occasion. They are both alarmed that, when 
we are ready for export a broad, there will 
be no loading facilities at Bowen. That 
question is bf'ing considered, and the Govern
ment, with the 1\1 ines Department, are 
making inquiries regarding the establish
ment of an export trade in coal. But if 
wil are to get an overseas coal trade, we· 
must be able to compete with other coal
producing countries. It is a matter of 
transport, and we must bring our cost of 
production as low as possible, compatibly 
with giving men engaged in the industry a 
decent living. That is a large factor. 
Export trade will, in my opinion, depend 
upon the cost at which we can place the 
coal at the port where it is loaded, and I 
believe we can reduce our cost of produc
tion to a considerable extent, even below the 
cost I quoted this morning. 

At 5 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member for Oxley, in dealing with the 
Bowen State coalmine, said that e\·idcntly 
the private company at Bowcn could do 
bette'.· than the State mine. In that connec
tion I want to assure the hon. member that 
I have in my hand a co·st-sheet in respect 0-f 
the Baralaba coalmine, and in compiling 
their balance-sheets and cost-sheets the Mines 
Department take everything into considera
tion just as ·a private company does. For 
in,tance, a private company has to pay a 
royalty to the l\Iincs Department. 'l'lw 
accountant in the Government service who 
is charged wilh this particular work is here 
and will boar out my statement. I have 
from him a copy of the balance-sheet which 
has been quoted, and which shows that we 
charge wages underground, ·wages on the 
surface, salaries and clerical expenses, stores, 
repairs, and renewals-everything involved 
in the total general cost of producing the· 
coal, and also insurance, depreciation, interest 
on the capital expended, fares and travelling 
expense', general expenses, and royalt;·. The 
interest payable by a private company would, 
no doubt, be verv little. but I can assure 
hon. members that in compiling our balance
sheets we charge royalty whether there is a. 
profit or a loss. 

An OPPOSITION MEx!BER: 'What interest did: 
you charge? 

The SE\'RETARY FOR MINES: I du 
not know the exact rate, but the amount 
is £75 2s. 9d. The point I want to make 
is that in making out our balance-sheets we 
charge royalty whether there is a profit or 
a loss, because private companies have to 
pay it, and we think it only a fair thing to. 
charge it. 

HONOURABLE ME}!BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
that is all I have to reply to. I thank hon. 
members for having lis I ened to me. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: What about yomr 
expenses? 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I under. 
·stand that the Chief Secretary is having a 
return compiled showing ministerial expenses 
generally, but t.hat does not include my 
m·m·sea expenses. I ha ye not got all the 
items, but they total approximately £2,300. 

Mr. MAXWELL: What about the Redcap 
lease-the machinery used and the names of 
the shareholders? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I shall 
have an opportunity of dealing with that 
matter on another vote. 

I dealt this morning pretty fully with the 
point raised by the leader of the Opposition 
with reference to the Roma oil bore, although 
I did not deal with the question of area. 
The area within which the Lander Oil Corn· 
pany is permitted to prospect is the area of 
60 miles by 60 miles, which was reserved, 
but I can assure the hon. member that the 
company has not ·a right to the whole area, 
but in that area only the one company is 
.allowed to operate. 

Mr MOORE: Why block everybody else? 
The SECRETAEY FOR MINES: That is 

a matter of Government policy. At one time 
the whole of Queensland was res0rvcd for 
the State in connection with the obtaining of 
niL The Governn;ent haYe spent. something 
like £40,000 in the search for oil a,t Roma, 
and we haYe prm·ed that \Ye can obtain 
petroliferous gas there. The Qoycrnment 
have a right to protect their nwn interests 
in their own field, and they have the right to 
reserY·e that area with a YIC\Y either to con· 
t.muing operations for the State, or until 
such iime~-

Mr. Moo nE: Why reduce the area one day, 
and extend it two d.ays afterwards? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Has 
that been done? 

Mr. MoORE: Yes. One meeting of the 
Cabinet decided to reduce it, and an 
announceinent \vas 111ade bYo davs after
"'" rds that that decision had been reversed. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11I::\RS: The 
hon. gentleman cannot tell me that a pro
clamation was alTif'"!ldcd. ..c\ prorlan1a,tion \\·as 
issued reservin2.· an area of 60 n1iles bv 60 
miles, and that proclamation stands to--day. 
'Vhat individua,l nwmbers' opinions may bB 
and what appears in the Press are quite 
another matter. 

Question put and pa-ssed. 

IN AID OF MINING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Padd1,,.. gton): I beg to moye-

" That £13,000 be granted 'In Aid 
of l\1ining.' '' 

Last y<mr the expenditure on pros11ecting ,_,as 
£8,941; on roads and bridges £1.296; and 
;[n connection with deep sinking £3,300. This 
v·ear there is an increase in thp vot' for 
"i·oads and bridges, and a slight decrease in 
connection with deep sinking, but the latter 
item is somewhere' about the amount thctt 
was expended in that direction last year. 
There is a decrease on the whole Yote of 
£3,000, because there was a saving in the 
vote last year of £2,894. 

I quite agree with the remarks by the hon. 
member for Cook regarding pTospecting end 
the wisdom of continuing this vote, and th<> 
benefits likely to accrue to the State bv a 
systematic form of prospecting· and by proper 
encouragement to that class of man, who is 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

Ycr:v valuable to a State liko Queensland 
where there is so much prospecting to be 
done. A grea,t deal of the debate on the 
previous vote centred round this particular 
vote. I quite agre•J that the Yote is necessary 
2nd some good has eYentua,ted through it to 
the State. I hope that next year's r-emits will 
bP better than the results for last y<'ar. It is 
true that during the year we had two or 
three i1nportant discovc,ries, particularlv the 
one at Mount Is a, and the one in the Ch illagoe 
district. By the pick of the prosp-ector YdlO 
\"as courageous enough to go rnanY 111iles 
from the railway, we haYe been ~ahle to 
bring into being the prominent Mount Coolon 
goldfidd. According to the re,mlts-not alto· 
gether from assays, but according to the 
rc•sults from the crushing-C\Iount Coolon pro
mises to be our next important goldfield. It 
IS not situated near anv railway line- but is 
situated between Charters 'I'owcrs a~d Clcr
mont, with the nearest railway point 90 miles 
a.\va.y That does not matter yerv n1uch in 
gold production, because a moto~·UU' could 
ca'l'ry the annual production of a, gold mine. 
The fact that the- goldfield is situated so 
far from the railway is not a material 
handicap. Mount Coolon is the result of 
:1 prosp{'ctor's work. - The discoverer is not 
on this earth now. EYerv hoet. member knows 
that to be a partieula·1;Iy sad case. It is a 
fa,ct that this goldfield, which promises to be 
one of . our bright spots in regard to the 
y•roduct!On of gold in the futm·e, is the I'Gsu]t 
c•f the work of one man for ven- mam- vears. 
He lost his life in his prospecti'ng woi-k~ 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichlzarclt): I regret that 
there has been a slight reduction in the vote 
for prospecting. I wish to point out the 
llecd of g1vmg a greater meamre of assist· 
ance from th1s vote to places throughout 
Queensland similarly situated to Clermont. 
I. pointed out in r¥1~, ren1arks on the prc
nous vote that at one time Cl0rmont was 
noted. as a gold-producer. particularly of 
ullunal gold. and that of late years owinrr 
to water difficulties, the productio;1 'ro,; 
that field has fallen off considcrablv. There 
is a refc·rence in the annual rcpo~·t of the 
de-partment to the work dune a£ the Black 
Ridge mining field by }\lr. Giese and party 
who rece1ved ass1stance from the depart
ment. On·~ car;mot help hut pay a compli
ment to C\Ir. G1esc for the manner in which 
he rersistontly prospecto that alhn·ial 
~lepotat. A fc\v years ago he m a de a rise 
m one of the mines c•n the Black Ridrre but 
since ~hat time he has ex ha ustcd the"' n{oncy 
he ra1sed from the washings in his con
~mual endeavour to locate the gold running 
1~1 the deeper workings. He has been con
' 1derably ha,ndic,l-pped by water cliffi~ulties. 
He has not of recent date had a renewal of 
":1cl h:om . the prospecting Yote bec;mse he 
finds 1t chfficult to get mates to a··1ist him 
on the small amount that is granted by the 
J\fmes Department. T earnctly sugg0st that 
m cases of this sort the Minister sh;uld giYe 
a grant of a httle oYer £2 per ·week in 
order to giVe the miner with a. familv a 
better chance of hanging on until some of 
those shafts are bottomed. 

. I also ':Yish to refer to another proposi
tion that Is well worthv of the consideration 
of the Minister, who" is cognisant of the 
work that is being done in a certain direc
tion in the Cierm,ont district. I refer to 
the i?-vention known as the Bligh dry
dredgmg process. The ::\1inister gave some 
ass1stanoe to Mr. Bligh to assist him in 
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-demonstrating the advantages of his process. 
A proposition was made to tho Government 
for an advance of £ll,OOO fm- the Queens
land rights of the invention. Since then he 
has demonstrated in \Ve--t Au,·tralia. but has 
been unsuccessful in persuading either the 
Queensland Government or the \Vest Aus
tralia Government to bu:7 the sole rights 
of his process. Ho has formed a small 
syndicate which now has its hea-dquarters 
at 'l'ooVi'OOn1ba, and they are offering to 
1nanufacture or arrange to ha vc manufac
tured these plants for the aid of prospectors 
and miners as required. I would suggest 
that the Minister give consideration to the 
·question of entering into some sort of con
tract with the Bligh Dry Dredging Compa'ny 
with a view to manufacturing dry-dTedgins· 
outfits costing in the vicinity of £100 and 
£150. They would necessarily be on a small 
scale, and would enable parties of three or 
four miners to work at all the low-grade gold 
alluvial rleposi!J in the Clermont and other 
districts in Que0nsland; for instance, at 
Ravens,.·ood and Charters Towers. They 
could also work various ridges containing 
anything with from 1 foot to 2 feet of wash 
which contains a fair percentage of gold 
.and Is workable provulcd one uses a process 
wluch puts through a fair qu .. antity of -dirt 
a day. . This process has proved itself in 
Australia. The difficulty experienced is the 
raismg of the necessary capital to purchase 
these plant,. If the Mines Department were 
to go into the question, they would find that 
parties of miners would take the plants and 
agree to repay to the department the cost 
spread over a period. That would do much 
towards increasing the gold production of 
the State. 

In ~eg;trd to the Anak~e gem field, I thank 
the ll,umstcr for the assistance he has given 
to the field m the past In the matter of pros
pectmg. I regret that better results have 
not been obtained for the assistance given. 
vvo ~ave this advantage, that where the pros
p_ectmg parties have carried on their opera
twns on the Analoe gem field other miners 
kno\v that it is useless to sink in t.hosc areas 
in their. endeavour to get s>pphire-bearing 
chrt. Still there is a largo district. coycring 
n1any . hundreds of square n1iJes, \vhich. 
accordmg to li,!J-. Dunstan in his geological 
report of 1902, is definitely sapphire-bearing 
country. About 20 miles awJ.v from the 
Ruby Vale and Sapphire Town there is 
Toma~awk Creek Camp, and in another 
~hre-ntwn The 'vVillows field. Those areas 
ba ve been proycd in the past to carry 
saf?phire-bearin!J dirt, but, unfortunately, 
vwmg to the distance and lack of facilities 
for n:iner~, it has been impossible for miners 
to stick It ou~ for any length of time in 
those areas, With the result that thev have 
returned after getting a few oun'ces of 
sapphires, just when th_ey were gettiqg signs 
of lot atmg payable dut. They have pre
ferred to carry out operations in the worked 
out_ portions of the field, where they can get 
ratrons and every other facility with greater 
oase than in the distant localities. 

There is an appli_cation from a party of 
mmers on the sapphire fields-I do not know 
w_heth~r the _Minister has had it placed before 
h1m since h1s return-asking for a o-rant for 
a party of four-either a straightobut grant 
or a subsidy on what Lhey expend themselves 
-towards thoroughly prospecting an area 
between Sapphire Town and Rubv Vale 
camp. There is an area there that has not 
been tried to any extent, and which I under-
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stand requires from 60 to 70 feet of sinking. 
It has also been suggested that if the Minis
ter decides to give the miners the assistance 
asked for, he should make arrangements to 
send a boring plant-I think there is one at 
the Styx River not at present in use-so that 
two of the miners could operate the boring 
plant ·and punch down a hole quickly to find 
out whether the strata contain wash, thereby 
saving the party of miners carrying out 
sinking op:ratiom a good deal of unnecessary 
hard work sinking in places where no 
washdirt exists. I sinrcrch' ask tho 1rinistcr 
tr give fayourable con:iidcration to the 
suggestion I have made. 

Question put and passed. 

1\!INING FIELDS. 

The SECRETARY FOR :!\HNES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington); I beg to move

" That £31,356 be granted for ' Mining 
Fi-elds.'" 

Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oowong) ; I desire to 
bring under the notico of the Minister the 
salaries paid to mining inspectors. The 
department does not appear to be doing 
very much in the way of incro..J.sing. the low 
".~lari·es paid to these men. I have been 
informed from a very reliable source that if 
any men need encouragement, it is the men 
occupying positions such as this. I bring 
the matter forward in the hope that the 
Minister will, at a very early date, take into 
consideration the nature of the work that 
these men ha vc to perform, and a·t the same 
timo give thorn a remuneration worthy of 
their occupation. 

Mr. GLEDSON (lpsu·ich): I would like to 
ask the Minister if he will go into the ques
tion of assisting miners to build homes on 
mining homestead leases. At the present 
time they can. obtain a mining homestead 
lease on a mining field, but they cannot 
obtain any money under the \Vorkers' Dwel
lings Act or by any other means for the 
purpose of building homes on these leases. 
I would like to know if something cannot be 
done to enable the miners to borrow suffici-ent 
money on their mining homestead leases to 
enable them to build homes for themselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES (Hon. 
A. J. J ones, Parlrlinyton) : The point raised 
by the hon. member for Ipswich is an 
important one, by reason of the fact th>:t _we 
have t\YO forms of tenure under the Mmmg 
Act. We grant miners' perpetual homestead 
leases, and we establish puwor under that 
.\ct--

Mr. MoRGAN; You put up the rentals 
recently in connection with mining home
steads. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. 
The hon. member will know that at Mount 
Isa the other day there was a sale of mining 
allotments, and the 103 allotments sold 
realised a total of £27,000. One was sold for 
£3,000. We only take H per cent. on the 
sale values. 

Mr. MORGAN: You recently raised the 
interest on the sale value. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIR:IiAN left the chair, reported pro

gress, and asked leave to sit again. 
The resumption of the C(!mmittefJ was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourll<)d at 5.30 p.m. 
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