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THURSDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
oook the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
REFRfGERATING PLANT, BRISBANE SICK CHIL

DREN'S HosPrTAL-TENDERERS AND CosT 
m• INSTALLATION. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong)' asked the 
Secretary for Public Works-

" 1. 'What was the cost of installing 
the refrigerating plant in the Brisbane 
Sick Children's Hospital? 

"2. vVhat firm or firms received the 
order to do the work? " 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders), for the SECRETARY 
FOR l'UBLIC WORKS (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, lJiackay), replied-

" 1. £1,196 9s. 9d. 
"2. Messrs. Wildridge and Sinclair, 

Limited. If t.he Iron. member desires, he 
may peruse the papers. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Thank you. 

NUMBER OF MARES IN FOAL TO STATE 
STALLIONS. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the 
Secretary for Agricul turc-

" l. Has the ·department made any 
inquiries as to the number of mares in 
foal to each State stallion? 

"2. If not, will he give consideration 
to the matter? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Nacham) replied-

" 1 and 2. The hon. member should 
know that it is too early to have the 
complete figures, but they will be 
obtained in due course." 

AGENTS APPOINTED BY WHEAT BOARD TO 
CANVASS vV HEATGROWERS. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the 
Secr<;tary for Agriculture-

" 1. How many agents have belln 
appointe-d by the Wheat Bo·ard to can
vass the whea' growers for the purpose 
of securing an affirmative vote for con
tinuance of the Wheat Pool? 

"2. vVhat salary are they receiving?" 
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'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1 and 2. As these questions relate 
to a<lmin,stration, and, hke other ques
tions of this nature, suggest that kind of 
Gove1 nment interference so much ob
jected to b~ the_ hon. member's party, I 
tlnnk mqmry should be made of the 
chairman of the 'Wheat Beard." 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

.and ordered to be printed:-

Report upon the Government central 
sugar mills. 

SUPPLY. 
RESU:IIPTJON OF Co:~~:~nTTEE-·TrnRTEExTn 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jln. l'olloc!., Gregory, in the chair.) 

DEPARl':IIEXT OF PcBLIC IxsTRCCTIOX. 

SECOND,\RY EDUCATIOX. 

Qnostion stated-
" That £47,300 be granted for 

' Scco:1dary Education.' " 

* Mr. WEIR (Jfar!Jborouuh): In continuing 
i:he rernarks \\hich l '"aS nHtking at the 
dosing period yesterday, I want to follow 
the lines of tl10 argument oi the hon. mc•n
bor for Rockhamptnn on the question of 
limiting, if net abolishing altog;•ther, the 
af,Sl:,tancc whrch the Govcrmnent are gi\ ing 
to secondary schools which are harbouri11g 
pr~mar:-· school student'.. It cannot bJ gain
said that the rolicy is wrong, wh<>n wo sec 
t~1e u_rgent rcquuements for primar:· rduca
twn m the country districts. There is no 
justi_fication f_o1· keeping on n, Governrne11t 
subsidy for this sub·department to cover wurk 
winch cocdd very well be coverc·d by primar:· 
schDoh .. \Vc knO\V from experience \vhat is 
happenrng. I know frorn expcriencP, <l') ~ 
·trustee of the Maryborough Grammar Scho >l. 
\\hat is happening with us. and l iwY!..:' 
followed this question for a number uf yean 
in ~1ar•.'borough endcavouriltg 1n tht' ~ iwst 
way I car1 to get the trustc-0~ there to Yit:'• 
-the matter seriously. Up to. now \Ye haYo 
bnen fort:1nat· in this rpspcrt, that ordcl's 
hrwe b~cn ismcd that no child should 
be taken into the school until it· has 
passed the scholarship Pxamination. \Ye do 
Hot dc,·iatc from that, except in special 
"eucurristances. I -can qujte concei·n~-and so. 
n_o dot1bt. can anyone cbe-of c'xc<·ptional 
..cr~·cunrstancc.~. Take a case in poir1t-a 
widow who 1s cook at a hotd and who has 
one child. A ne one can se0 that it wonlcl bo 
a. most difficult. thing for that woman, 
situated as she IS, to send her little child 
six or s~;-en years of age to a prinlar:- school 
a. long mstance away. \Ve have in one case 

·Df thot kind granted a conccEsinn, a':d 
.allowed a child to attend the Girl's Grammar 
~chool as a boarder only, on the unde-rstand. 
:ng that she must get her primary education 
m the Central State School. That brings m, 
to the nucst.wn of hostels for country chil
dren attendmg schools in the cities with 
which I shall deal la\er on. In other' cases, 
we find ihat people 111 the bush whosr cir

·<:umstances will no! permit. them to proYide 
a secondary educat1on for their children are 
'!lewrthelt;ss, anxious to give it to them, and 
;:m those mstances we have strained a point 

[ilir. Weir. 

and have taken one or two. But we dis
courage the attempt by wealthy people in 
our district to foist on secondary schools 
c;hldren who ohould go to primary schools, 
and we know thut city peuple, as well as 
country people, do the same thing. vV e have 
kLo,~rn cases-\Ye have cases no,v, but they 
arc the !:1st of their kind-in which people 
will not sanction their children going to 
primary schools because the aignity ol the 
family Jcmands something better. I ''as in 
the presence of one good geutlernan not long 
ago who told the head mistress oi thJ Girls' 
c;ran1!1lar Sehool that he did not care \Vhat 
sort of cllucation his gid got, so lo~Jg as the~" 
made her a ladv. That is tlw sort of stuff 
the:· arc jmsliii;·g on to us. vVc get. these 
childrPn, and some of them arc not .nc11tally 
suitable for assimilati11g a secnnuar~: eduf'a
tion. Some ot them arc not litt.d for eo 11·· 

11ctiiion with the ordinary comn1o:l g .. rdon 
vuriei.Y of boy and ~id o) 1lw \Yot·kin. cl 'Ss.:_-s 
at the primary schcols, and they makn a 

UJcss of thing~. They ai'L' unloaded 
grarnmar schools. attd ihero Lhcy 

are on our hand_s. They arc rPa!l.: ::;ont to 
tlw L:nuurnar ~chooh so that thrv rna·, be 
al.JJe .tO \\CUI' a tkJ'•ir hntS: anc!'that 
ihe gnl:-3 (L'"-p!n : llu~ nselvf'S 
ou spL'L•ch -r,i grarnnwr 
sel100l . I rune1ubcr Uistir.('tly the old 
tLt\''i \\ Ll'll tilL']'(' Wl'- Ullj_ t\Vl'l:t'"-lllllC 

>cholarship3 for the whole State, boys oE 
that kintl drew ihe colour line on n;, wl~o 
h·ld "on -..:cholar·-hip:-3: th~:.)v \VOulri not n1eet 
\\.ith u~, or ha\(~ :·tnvthinv.-1'0 do ''ith u-;. -Yet 
\ e ];;_p(l\' , ~ \VU!1•l'tl Of tho 
b: "t h:1ve f:cen 
tu1 scholar-
~h 1 p ,'.::; and u-ir!s. kuuw 1 hat 
\Yhl'll clH;chcn get nllo {0,tlJh:tition in 
HH: ,,·ith the workiug-das-; bo1 and 
girL \VorklnR~ciass boy :tnd g1rl arc the 
one::; by and large, rnako goLd. 

Some ref0renco has been maclc to the 
l\Iar:·boronvh Grammar School. ancl I think 
I can ~aL,J>: thn t we have an ttp-to-date, 
dlic·;,,, t I do not ~uv that merely 
bPc:l:~~t--' 1 am n.-~oclated y;ith it_ hut because 

gr>o·J r( nit::;; a :1d \\ ht~n we have 
we ought to s:-J '· so, and 

to sc-ud their cl1ildrf'n there. 
Froru tl!ic rcpOl't to Land, l lind that 
th0 ~\larYLorough Girls' (;rarnnlat· School 
secured five pa~sm: out of ~C'n:n girls who 
·q·c·rc sent. up for thP la~t sPnior UniYersity 
cx.nnJinat ion. aucl of the thrcp bovs who 1-vere 
sc11t up,- two got through. I think that is 
ll<orc than Rockhampton has gut through 
I" the past two yearo. Our results have be,•n 
phNiomenally r·ood. and particular! v 011 the 
girls' side. The girls' school has" been a 
tribute to the district. It is a yerv well
organised school. \vith a w0l1-traincd staff, 
n~;d generally we have everything o£ the 
h:ghcst order. It is trne there ban• been 
complaint·, at the bovs' school at different 
times, and we always inquired into thorn 
ar1d attempted to remedy them. I repeat 
that 1t 1s a pity that we should allow the 
schools to be crowded with primarv subjects 
which can just as easily be taught in the 
Stnte schools. On the whole, that is a bad 
policy. It simply means that wo arc paying 
teachers £350 a year to teach pri<nnry subjects 
which could quite as well be taught bv pupil-
teachers in the State schools. " 

I am one of those who believe, as the hon. 
member for Kelvin Grove said, that intelli
gence is not the only thing that is required 
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to make a good teacher. It does not follow 
that because a boy is a good student he will 
of necessity be a good teacher. I behove 
that a student should go through a course 
of training, the same as anybody else who 
desires to enter a calling. The grammar 
schools are not yet nationalised, but I hope 
thev scon will be. The trustees of the 
grammar schools have to take what they 
can get in the way of teachers. I say 
definitely that the best teachers in the State 
are in the D<::partment of Public Instruc
tion. and they are the best teachers bcc-cuse 
of the tmini;:g they get in that department. 
I am not reflecting on the teachers connected 
with secondary education, except to say 
i;ha t they \Yould be better teachers if they 
had had the chance of going throug-h some 
trai ni Tl v dD their b:~st. stiL, they could 
do better with a chance of training. Those 
people come along, and immediately we get 
them '' e arc forced to pay them a h'gher 
standard of salary in accordance with the 
a ward on account of the fact that they are 
the ho!t2crs of degrees; yet they are not 
one bit better, and in many cases not as 
good in their first, second, and third yem· 
as " pu;>ii-t cachcr in a school during his 
ftrst ;;., C'onrL ancl third vrar. On thL· on,~ 
hand \Y _, have tho pnpil-t0achcr rcc0iving 
£100 per annum, and on the other a teacher 
receiving £300 per annum doing exactly the 
same work and getting no better results. 
That is the sort of thing that should not 
be tolcrat•:d. and I hope the Minister will 
take mor0 th:m passing notice of what I 
say. L:nlcss all the trustees do their work 
as \Vc ar~' trying to do ours, the th~parttucnt 
should refuse to mbsidise 'ccondary scho.cls 
for teochi:.g primary subjects. It mc"ns 
a considerable amount of overlapping. and 
in that sense we have kindergartens on both 
sidec., and for that reason it should n,-,t be 
tolerated. \V c teach commercial mb · ects 
at the gr tmmar srhool, and con1~ncrcial sub
jects arc taught at the technical college, and 
so it gors on sec-sa vving all the ti·.ne. 'ry 8 

are \\7 asting money in tearhh1g prin1ary "-ub
jecL, and this money could very well bo 
spent in another d:rection. Some people 
~ay " Spend it in the country." Spend it 
wmewhero whore it is absolutelv necessary
! do 1"Ct care "' h£'ro-so long a'S you clo not 
waste it. 

The hon. member for l'vlaranoa has raised 
the (JUCdt,on of hostels. In connection with 
secondary schools the one question that con
fronts U' is the question of accommodation 
for countn' children. In many cases, unless 
thoro are ·hostels, there is not the remotest 
chance cf getting country children to co,ne 
to the schools in the city. In the Mary
borough Grammar Schools we have been 
foret d lo o v•n o·u· doors and nllo\' f'n:nL' 

of them in. It is absolutely imperative that 
those who come to the city for education 
should haYe wmewhcre to go. It is not 
fair to compel country children to come 
from the country and put up at an ordinary 
boarding-home. \Vhen thcoo children leave 
home to go to school there should be some 
responsibil itv on the Government to accom
modate thPm and soe that theY are well 
looked after while they arc away from 
homo. The people entrusted with the work 
of educating the children of the State are 
entrusted with tbo charge of their morals, 
as well as the education and development 
of the intelligence of the children. If we 
do not do something in this reo,poct, we arc 
going to lay ourselves open to competition-

as is the case to-day-with the denomina
tional schools. Take \Varwick as an example. 
You cannot walk round that town without 
stumbling over some denominational educa
tional establishment. There is one at almost 
every corner; and, unless the Stote wakes 
up to its responsibilities in connection with 
boys and girls w ha are forcep to leave 
home to attend school, we shall be sub'oct 
to unfair compctit;on with these people. The 
secondary schools have not ,1·et been 
nationalised. but I hope that will be accom
p'ishcd before long. It seems to me that, 
when a correspondence sptem is P!Operly 
developed. there will be little occas10n for 
country children to go away from ho·.ne. I 
can quite see-and I have 1t on g"?od 
authority-that the standard of educatiOn 
received through the correspondence. system 
hac now reached the standard re(lmred for 
scholarship examinations. If that is so-and 
I believe it is right-and you can prepare 
scholars for the scholarship by that method, 
then there should be no excwc for youngsters 
having to leave home at all. I hor;o. that 
that method will to 'omo extent m1lllmise 
the inconvenience that country children are 
subjected to to-day. I would urge that the 
educational facilities offered by such a 
method should be extended in the very near 
future. I nnw come to the next sten, and 
that is. "\Vhat is the State going to do 
about the nationali,ation of these institu
tions?" iVc do the best we can with the 
vrammar schools, but they are always asking 
for more money. At the Marvborough 
Grammar School ·we had to build a dor·:nitory 
which cost. roughly, £1.000, and we had 
to go to the Government. for that '!'oney. 
These things should be serwnsly cons1dered. 
I know it is alwavs a questwn of finance, 
lont there does not" s0em to be any necessity 
for the discrimination between high schools 
and grammar schools that is shown to-day. 
Take a district such as ours. A boy or girl 
who passes the high school examination in 
our district hrts to go to Childers to attend 
a high school, but a boy or girl who passes 
the examination entitling them to enter a 
grammar school goes to the i\1" ryborongh 
Grammar School. There is something wrong 
with the system when. just bccau'e t.h:-re 
is a slio-ht discriminathn between the two 
standards of examination. one child in Mary
borouryh has to go to Childers while another 
can stay at ho'1IO and be educated at the 
grammar school. I do not know how it 
\rorl;---;; oPt in tl;e c0 11Ptrv, f':'l T h~Y"' not 
studied that ph os<> of the questio':. put. in 
the citv there 'hould be no d1'cnmmatwn 
in the examinations-they should be identical. 
If the gramcnar schools are. not cpc'!l to 
all children who reach a ccrtam oducat10nal 
standard then we should m a ko provision to 
give that opportunity to those children, but, 
if nn ihc oti,f'r hand. tl,e Q"rar·l'~'Yl<lr :-rhools 
arc pla<'o<l on a proper fool in g. there should 
bo no difference between the entrance 
examination for a gra,..1mar school or a high 
school. What is the diHercnce? It is pos
sible for a child to graduate to .the. Univm:sity 
from either school. I say It 1s possible, 
becnme it is possible for a . child _in the 
h:p:-h ;;;:('l'ool to pas::; ~ho jun1nr lE lYCrs·ty 
examination if he studies hard enough, and 
it is equally possible for a child to pass 
the same examination from a grammar 
scrool. Why, then. should there be this 
difference in the cities? Both should lead 
along the high road, and the examinations 
should be uniform so that all boys and 

lV1 r. Weir. I 
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girls can, if they wish. go to grammar 
schools, and those institutions should not be 
reserved for the children of privileged people. 

Mr. LLOYD (Kel1·in Grove): The Secre
tary for Public Instruction, judging from 
his remarks yesterday, is looking for some
thing to do. He will find plenty of work 
to keep him busy in the matter of the 
secondary schools. It would be repetition 
for me to go over the ground which has 
been so ably covered by the hon. member 
for Maryborough. 

There is obviously need for co-ordination 
in the different activities that are being 
carried on by the State or assisted by the 
State in the way of secondary education. 
First of all, there is the question of the 
training of teachers for secondary work. 
Up to the present the training of the 
teacher for secondary school work seems to 
be a thing unheard of. I am a Government 
representative on the Board of Trustees of 
the Brisbane Grammar Schools, and, when 
I raised the question as to what training 
a candidate for appointment had, it 
was treated as something quite unusual 
and qlllte unexpected. The idea is that a 
degree gained at a university is a sufficient 
guarantee for fitness in the work of teaching. 

· It is ecsential. first of all, that the teacher 
should bcow his subject. {H<:ear, hear!) It 
is quite impossible for a teacher to teach any
thing he does not know, but it is also recog
nised that there are some people who have 
the pow~r of concentration on one subject 
developed to such an extraordinary extent 
that the very concentration which makes that 
norson a verv Euccos~ful student rnakes hin1 
an unsucccssf;-,1 teacher. From my knowledge 
of teachers-and I lived and worked among 
teachers for fifteen w1ars-I have come to 
the conclusion, on the whole, that the man 
with the best bra ins is the best teachc<1·, and 
allD\\~ing for certain striking 0xccptions, the 
man who is successful in getting through his 
exan1innlions, HR a rule, is bL'ttor than the 
man who has been unsuccessful; but there 
are so n1an:v exceptions thn t V\'C cannot make 
it hord-ancl-fast rule on the point. Anyone 
who has h~d anything to do with the practice 
of tcachinv kno"·s that there arc some-per
haps a small nnmb 0 r, but a number sufncientlv 
r~rrrn to h" mi~-'hif'vous-v-ho tlf excellcn~t 
students but are unsuccessful teachers, and 
ah,-ays will be unsuccessful teachers. 

Mr. WEIR: \Ve have tho same 111 all 
callings. 

Mr. LLOYD: Some means of .training a 
secondarv teacher before he gams a per
manent footing in the profession of teaching 
is a YCry necessary step indeed. 

Another thing is the recording of the work 
d srcor:dary teachers. At the present time, 
on the Boarcl of Tru,tees of the Brisbane 
Grammar Schools we have the very impor
tant duty to pel'lorm of selecting a new head 
mistrC'ss, and we hav-e to go by ordinary 
recommordntiom. Apart from the people 
that we kr.ow personally we have no reliable 
data-l do not wish to he harsh-to go 
on. Hon. members know what recommenda
tions are when thev come from members of 
Parliament. They ·know what happens when 
a man comes along and wants a job in a 
Government office. You have never seen 
the man before, but you write him a recom
mendation and you suggest that, if the 
department :;•ou send him to can find a job 

[Mr. Weir. 

for that man, the department will be very 
forturate in getting his services. (Laughter.) 
The desire to help our fellow man is a very 
desirable quality in human nature, and our 
university profeswrs and all these other 
people are just ac good natured as we arc, 
and perhaps a little more so. . 

I place very little reliance on the testi
monials of people from other States. I 
think myself that, if a friend of mine came 
alon"' and asked me to rite a reference 
for him, I would feel as a friend that it was 
my duty to make out a case for hrm and 
th"t it was the duty of somebody else to 
pull that case to pieces. In that sense I 
look on most of these testimonials that 
people . bring along o:s unre!iable, with<;mt 
sugge~tlng any conscious m1~repre~,:entat1on 
o•r the part of those who wrrte the recom
mendations. The consequence is that most of 
us-I speak for myself. at any rat?-when we 
have to deal with a case of that kmd, confine 
ourselves to the people we know. \Ve may 
be doing an injustice to other people-we 
probably are-but our_ knowledge of the 
person is the only . thm;; we have to go 
on. Most peoph thmk the same wa~·, con
sequently the selection is very much nar
rowed. 

\Ve should have somebody recording the 
work of secondary teachers right through. If 
a school master in the elementary schools 
applies for a position, say, in a secondary 
school, it is possible to got that man's com
plete record. I do not knmy whether ~he 
Department of P!iblic InstructiOn would grvc 
ne that record, but it is thoro if it would. 
There is a record in the department. and 
on tl;c whole a reliable record if it extends 
ovct a number of years. Of cource t_he 
teacher mav have had his trouble" wrth 
cranky inspectors and fmoy imprcto_rs-in
spcctors who, outside the range of therr own 
little sphNc, are ignorant. IIo may have met 
a fc·w snch inspectors, but on the :vhole 
rnost of tho inspectors arc fau, and, If we 
take one thing with a not her. we can _get 
a true record of a man who~o practical 
work in teaching has been reported on by, 
say, seven or eight inspectors. ~ro_n1 that 
re('ord we can gr~thcr a very fa1r 1dea of 
what his work is like. At any ~·ate, >1C have 
something- infinitely more reliable than a 
bundle of pa.pers brought along by appli
cants for positions in secondrtry schools. 

I will now go on to a very ~ordid 
a'pect of education-that is. the (lUcstlon of 
the value we are getting for the mo_ncy we 
are spending on education. Ednceii~n has 
many definitions which do not cl ffer 1'1 any 
essential. but which difff'r, perhaps .. acco_rd
ino- to the viewpoint of the person clrscussmg 
ed~JCation at the time. It is genernlly ag-reed 
that education is a function o~ the S~at<c, 
in so far as it is the preparation of mdr
viduals for the exercise of citizen ri<.;hts. I 
propose to review secondary ednc;.1~io:o from 
the point of view of that defimti0'1. The 

Government, I clnim, are justified 
[10.30 a.m.] in spending public money on 

ed11cation .only in so far as the 
results of that rxpenditur0 contribute 
towards that end. The fact thot the great 
mass of citizePs never attend secondary 
schools is so obvious that it is unnecessary 
to stress the fact that the benefit gained by 
the groat mass of citizens from secon?ary 
schrols is negligible-that is, that. t~c drrect 
benefits from its culture are neg-lHnble-but 
in order to give secondary education every 
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po,sible chance-to give ourselves as the 
people "ho arc spending public money on 
it every possible chance-we hawl to take 
into account ~ert<tin indirect consideratior:s. 
There arc three, or perhaps ·four, indirect 
benefits which a system of education can 
ccnfcr that may just1fy the expenditure of 
public money. First of all, the money may be 
spent in preparing future citizens for the 
PX-'rcise of ~pccial fur ct.on~-1 refer no\'<' 
to the training of professional men, whore 
it is highly important that the public shou~d 
know they ore dPaling with profc·.sional men 
who have ccrhin qualifications. Secondly, 
'"' are justified in expending public money 
in providing equal opportunities to all 
citizens to enter callings which confer special 
advantages on the people who enter them; 
and. as a comcquonce of that, we may coC~
sider the further benefit of giving the com
munity a wider range in the selcctio., of 
individuals for calling" which require special 
qualifications. That is to soy, if by an 
educational system we can make it possible 
to m·ery brainy boy to become a doctor if he 
is fitted for it--if wo extend the range of 
choice to every smart boy in the community
we are much more likely to get good doctors 
than if the choice is restricted to a few 
people, as under present conditions. 

Then, again, it is claimed that secondary 
education ma.y provide a sort of second-hand 
,:.::cnrral f'ultnrc for the conJrrlnnit:v generally~ 
that is. if it is granted that people who have 
not had ihe adv>tntage of ihis higher educa
tion gain something by contact and inter
course with those who ha vc. I am afraid 
that oven on these rather strained and rather 
sophistical consideratione. thP cmnmunity has 
really very little to sho·.,. for ib mono.'·· 
Except in the case of students "·ho intend to 
becmne teachers aftcr\vards, there is very 
little done b:r secondary schools in the way 
of really spocialisecl preparation. The Secon
dary school; arc mainly kept hard at work 
rr-rnoviJ~g arb1trar;T and ar1 ificial barriers 
which 1nust bo ovc1~comc bcroro n student f'lll 
cH~n begin the specialisod study nec:•ssary 
for a profession. ·To take ngnin the -caso of 
a doctor: The specialised training of a 
(1ocior i.-:; done at t,w univcrsi1y; but, before 
th(• yonnv mnn c:1n g·o to a uuiYOl'::;itv, ho 
must spend about four and a-half vra!:s at 
a secondary school preparing for In~atricula
tion, and during that tin1e lt is pos3ible for 
him to be hard at work. and learn nothing 
whatever that is going to do him anY good 
as a doctor. There is an idea that it is 
nccc~sary to learn Latin in order to be a 
doctor. The only use of Latin is for nnking 
prescriptions, and a.ll that is required in 
that direction could bo learned by any brainv 
individual in a few month·, On the othoi· 
hRnd, there are man:,~ good Latin scholar.:1 
who could not re ad a doctor's pre,cription 
even assurning that tho prescription was 
typed. (La ughtcr.) 

Some people have claimed that scholars 
do not appear to retain whnt they have 
acquired at the grammar schools, and that 
the f!rammar schools have nothing to show 
for the exncnditure of public money on 
seconrlary education. I think we should be 
doing morP. in the direction of giving equal 
opportunities if we removed these artificial 
barriers. During the last few years I am 
mrrv to sav that this GovPrnmcnt seems 
to ·have had its leg pu!led, and we 
have allowed certain monopolY profes
sions to put artificial barriers m the 
way of entry into these professions. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : Opticians and 
dentists. 

Jl.ir. LLOYD: There are old dentists here 
whose literary education is so small that it 
\vould not be nice to discuss i:. There are 
one or two who are highly intelligent men, 
and excellent men in the practice of their 
profession and in the theory and science 
which is necessary for their work, but they 
certainly could not >1t any period of their 
lives have paosed the present matriculation 
examination. We should keep things sepa
rate. If we are going to give culture, that 
is ono matter; if we are going to give oppor
tunities, that is another matter. The way 
to give opportunities is by I he more direct 
method of removing unnecessary barriers 
which are put there to delay the youth in 
beginning the studies necessary for the par
ticular profession that he wan;s to follow. 

\Vith regard to equal oppor unities to citi
zens at large it is a fact which has heen 
stressed by other speakers-and particularly 
by the last speaker-that even w1th all the 
extensions of scholarship and bursary bene
fits which have be·en given by this Govern
ment, and to some extent by previous 
Governments it is impossible for the man 
on the basic' wage, unless he is particularly 
fortunate and has a particularly healthy 
fnmily, to send his children to a secondary 
-c·hool. 

With regard to the benefit that the com
munity may derive from d1ffused study, as 
it \YOre-that is, the benefit that those of 
us who have not been to secondary schools 
mav derive by con< act and intercourse with 
tho~e who have-I am afraid that is negli
gible, because nearly all people who go to 
secondary schools go there_ for the sake of 
getting through some barncr. The 1dea of 
the boy who goes there w1th a view to 
becoming a dentist or a doctor Js to ren;ove 
an artificial ohs' acle. He tabes very httle 
interest in his studies. He memorises what 
is put before him in the way of fo~·eign 
languages. He would m<;monse a ra1lway 
time table just the same Jf by domf\ so he 
would be able to o-et at what he has 1n v1ew. 
Consr-qucntly-I n am not in any \vay 
re flee· ing on the handling of these subjects 
by the tcachers-I am not talking about that 
at all-the students pursue their stu·dies in 
such a perfunctory way that the results of 
1 hem are quite obliterated when they come 
later on to practise the professions they 
have rhNen. They regard them as studies 
which arc merely necessary as a preliminary 
to the studies proper to those profe,siDns I 
read a rather boyish article on educational 
matters last ycm:. I could not follow the 
writer throuo-hout-he seemed to be a per
turbed young ma-n who had spilt the ~iction
ary over himself-and I could not d1scover 
his conclusions except tha~ educationally 
evcrythinl! was wrDng-every' hing in the 
heavens above and on the earth beneath and 
in the waters under the earth. I nnticcd, 
hmYcYer. one phrase. in which he referred to 
thn ideal of education for its own sake as a 
"fntuons bouq!f'O;s ideal," which. being 
tr'tnslatnrl into E..,e:lish. seems to mean. "a 
sillv mi<ldlc-chss idee!." Nn•hing conld be 
lY'orc ab,nrd thRn that. The conv.cntinnal 
rnirldlc-class ideal seems to be that of educa
tl0n as a mPans of maintaining- Focial dis
tinctions and as a means of depriving the 
.Q'l'P~t mf~.:::s of noonle of th,.., onno.,..t-n"lltv of 
getting into favoured calling•. We shall 

Mr. Lloud.] 



1098 [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

never get anything out of education until 
we find ourselves following the ideal that 
education is valuable for its own sake
education that will make a better citizen of 
a man or ,hat will make a better specialist 
o£ tlw per,--on \\ho get:; th(_• sp'-cw:tS_·Ll traiu
ing. There is too much of the idea nowa
days of gEtting secondary education as a 
means to a billet. I often hear people prat
ing against the ··chool where so and so has 
been educated. They complain of having 
been misled, that 1hey understood that when 
the boy or girl was finishe-d there was some 
nice billet waiting for him or her, and such 
people ta:k aboui the sacrifices they have 
made. 1 hey recognise no oblio-ation on the 
part of the child to the State !;r educational 
system-they seem to believe that in some way 
or other the State is under an obligation to 
them for having allowed their children to go 
to ·he schcol and get a secondary education. 
Certainly, if we want to gw people for State 
positions requiring the qualifications gained 
at these schools we should give preference 
to students of our own training. Neverthe
less, they must not run a way "i th the idea 
ihat by accepting the advantages of this 
system of eduMtion, which costs the com
munity so much and is only meant for people 
who are anx'ous to get it and cannot get it 
otherwise, they arc conferring a benefit on 
the cor>JrPun'tv. Thev must clearly und-er
stand that they are taking the benefits of the 
sy~tem and unless they arc prepared to take 
this h1ghor education for its own sake they 
should leave it alone. ' 
. l\Ir. I-IARTLEY (Pitzroy)·: I would just 
l~ke to sa;c a _few words on the vexed ques
tion of subsidy by the Government to 
g_ram~ar schools. It seems to me that the 
t1me 1s past when the subsidised grammar 
school was a useful factor in the advance
ment. of education in this State. I think 
that ~~ the prog_rcss of our State system of 
educa 1on the t1me has arrived when the 
Goverl_lment must seriously consider the 
extens1~n of secondary education to embrace 
the whole educational system of the State. 

If pcop1e want private schools with parti
~ml2r adyarrt~gcs. because of their prejurlire 
m certam dn·ectJons as to those attending 
cerb1111 schools, then let them pav for it 
but do not co~pcl the State to adopt prac: 
!lcal,\y. the po-rtion ~A the "wood and water 
~Of'y 1n the cducatwnal system. and comnol 
1t tn sunnort and carry on those scho~ls, 
so th• t they 9an extend a nrcfercntial svs
tern of en•trabon to the children of ,,-ea'thy 
parents. That is really the position to-da\:. 
The rc'HJrt of the de11artment makes sorY;e 
rdPrcncc to the Porkhampton Br,ys' Gram
m•rr School and Rockhampton Gi;ls' Gram
mor ~'"hool. vY~en speaking on " Chief 
O!lke v~tc I pn>nted out that the Govcrn
mc~t hod r:fu~?d to allow students for the 
semor cxammatwn to be trained at the hi!2'h 
schcol or the technical rollt>g;e at Rork
hamnton, alth0ugh tho.se schools po"esc: the 
nercosorv stdf, who are well qualified to 
t0nch t' o:~n sn hject-:. That ;.._cti~)n w·•:-; tnkPn 
beratlse It was eotimated that the cost 
would lH:' about £?80 or £300 ner pupil. 
Tho pu•llls who des1r0d to b kc thot CO'HSO 

were P0'11polled to attend either deno'11ina
tional ochools or the Rockhamnton Gram
mar ~chnol: I contend that, if the money 
that Is bemg; .tclvance<l to the o-ra m mar 
erl\ools an~l tctlruical coH0ges in scholarship 
fees and 1'1 other directions was all used 
under a State system of education and all 
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thP schools were under the complete control 
of the Department of Public Instruction, 
the money advanced by way of subsidy 
would be almost sufficient-so far as Rock
hampton is concerned-to educate the chil
dren of the workers to the standard neces
eo ry to pass the senior university cxan1ina
tion. I am unable to obtain the number of 
pupils at the Boys' Grammar School who 
pa•scd the State scholarship ex~mination, 
hut the total foes amom't to £1,416, and the 
Gm·ernment endowment alone is £1,508. I 
kno\-\' that the ~\·holarship p:.1pi>; ttend·· 
ir g "c that school would not be more than 
about 50 per cent. or 60 per cent. of the 
total attendance, so it immediate!;· becomes 
;·p:1nrcnt thqt W'J are paying more by way 
of subsidy and State scholar~hip fees than 
the whole revenue produced by the paying 
pupile who attend that school. The board
illg foes ctrnount to c£1 543 o 11

• t proe
t'c .. lly ,,-het is happening is this-that with 
the hoarding fees and subsidy from the 
Government the Rockhampton Grammar 
School is able on that account to re-duce the 
fn~>,, of the scl1ool to a lo\Y•~r l(·v:-.:-] than '"Tould 
otherwise l>e the case if the parents of 
t~o...:' ch;!Jr.nn h!H1 to }18Y a l'C'rlS'_'~ll'lb 1 :' d11.rgP. 
The l'(''H~l't on the Rockhamnton Girls' Grarn
n ·n· School puts the poiition very much 
plniner. Thc:-.e ftgurf's :;::how tho nttPudanco 
of State scholarship pupils during 1923:-

1st Q:w rtcr 15 
2nd Quarter 15 
3rd Q•1artcr 26 
Last Quarter 26 

The number of p'lying pupils during the 
l'rst ouartor was 112, and the number during 
the l~si quarter was 124, or in other wm·ds, 
the paving J1U'1ils outnumbered the State 
scho'orshin pupils by about flve to one. 
The point I want to make is this-that all 
the Government are g-r•tting· in return for 
tJ,o endowment of £1.500 and scholarship 
f,ocs "·hi eh are included in . the amount of 
£3 315 19~. 2d. received for sehcol fees and 
boa rclin.!2' fees. is the education of twenty-six 
scholarship pupils. The Gover:mwnt. in my 
opinion, is paying 60 per rent. of the cost of 
cduratirg- the other 124 girls from the other 
parts of Queensland That is a pmition that 
should not be allowed to COI't.'nuc. I am 
olcli~cd to the hon. member for R:wkba·11pton 
for ~-em'nd'ng me that for the cost of tbat 
£1'bsidv. or half of it. the fifteo•1 Shte scholar-
ship hold0rs who were educated at school 
in thP first quarter and the twont \\'ho 
attended in the lnst quarter, tcg-cther with 
the 0tlwr pupils attending the Boys' Gram
mar SchooL could have boon educated 
at the high school in Roekhampton, 
which i' rol'dnrted at the tochnictl co!lcge. 
The stoff aPd facilities are there. The 
time has either come when the Govern
ment mmt merge the grammar schools 
into the Strte system, or they must 
to ke their scholars "and educnte the··n with 
the monev thev a·re now sncnding at the 
"rom•nar ·schools and allo\V the grammar 
~chools to connuct their own hnsincss. If 
there arc people in the State who d ·sire to 
lwvo a sort of private high school or some 
sort of advanced schooL they should pay 
for it; but I do not see that the Government 
are justified in any longer continuing the 
s11bsidy to tlw grammar schools. It must 
he one thing o-r the other. \Vc must eith0 r 
sav ·that we can tftke our children froiY! the 
A 'n C right throngh to the nrts and manu
factures in the t<>chnical college, and from 
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there to the higher branches in the university, 
or admit that for some reason or another we 
cannot get above the high school star:dard. 
It is to the advantage of the t·hildren of the 
workers that lhe Government should control 
ihe whole course of education I am sure 
that. if the money now spent in suboidies to 
grammar schools and in fees to de: O·nina
tional schools was reserved for the extension 
of our high school standard so as to enable 
the State o take our children right from the 
primary school to the university, we would 
have a much better a!Hl sounder educational 
system thr.n the one which is .at present in 
existence. 

Que·-.tion put and passed. 

STATE SCHOOLS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IN-
STRUCTION !Hon. F. T. Brennan, 
:Poowooml;u): I be~ to nwyc~ 

"That £1 '30 418 be granted for 
'State School~:· ,; 

The amou::t askv-1 for in the appropriutiDn 
last year was £1.078,893, so th11t the increase 
in the amount asked for this year is £50,525. 

Mr. MOOR!<: (:lubigny): I \\onld like to 
get f'Orno infor,n8tion fron1 the Minister 
rogarding the itern " Agricultural Educ:ttion, 
H.ura-1 and Vocationnl Srhools, n \V hi eh I l11CD

tiDllC'd lH~forf'. The YOt0 last vcar wa:'l 
£11.000. but 'this yc,ar it is red11Ccd 'to £6,5r:O. 
I \Yonld like to ktlOW whether this br11 uch of 
tbo depart m cm is to bo curl ail?d, or what 
is going to hnppcn. These classes lw.,·e b0cn 
'cry ~ucr·c..:::sfuL dnd haYO Ucen upportcd 
rnost cnthusiasticnll.v in the country eeL.tl'cs. 
Their sue( ,,~ a~ d support warrants not only 
a contiiJuation but an extpnsion of the sv"-te n. 
1f it is o;oing •O be curtailed, it '~ill be 
.a g·rcat plty. I wuuld ]ikf' f-.orno information 
from the Mini.-ter in that r·egard. 

I wish to reply to some remarks made 
yesterday by the •hon. member for Hock
bampton, in which the hon. n1mnber ~a~d 
that the Teachers' Union did not objccJ, .to 
"'hool exhibits in agriculiu1·al shows. 

Mr. FARRELL: ,1 ust stick to the rol1Jarks 
I did make. 

Mr. "'IOORE : I am. 

JUr. F.\RRELL: I did not say that at alL 
J referred lo the results of Yocational classes 
in rural sclwols. 

l\Ir. MOCRE: I wish to refe·r (o se,·eral 
quotations from tDo "Queensland 1\_'Lchcrs' 
Journal." TherD are yarious things \Yhich 
ure co:1sidered unprofc ,sional, and th~3' durl 
thus with scho!n.r,hip examinations and re
port'' on teachers-

" IT IS COl\SlDERED (Jl(]'llOFESSIO:-!AL: 

"3. To n1ah:c an adverse oral report 
·concerning any teacher without at the 
same time dieclosi::g the terms of the 
samD report to the teacher affected. 

" 4. To inercasc svstcmaticn.llv the school 
period for tho ptirposc oi g~-\-ing extra 
tuition to scholars with a view to secur
ing passes in public examinations, and 
to hold special classes in whiclt the wh0le 
of the curriculum is not attempted for 
the purpose of passing the scholarship 
examination.'' 

I have no objection to those systems at all. 
It is only common honesty when making a 
rcp0rt about a teacher that the teacher 
should be given the text of that report. 
There i, ncthing to object to or criticise 
very much there, The next quotatio:, is-

" IT IS CONSJDEHED G'NPJlOFESSIO:-!f.L: 

" 6. T'o participate in prize-giving for 
ordinary school ·work. 

"7. To use !•olitical or other e'<:trane
ous influence h obtain adYancc:Hcnt, ot~ 
intPrfcre with transfers arranged by the 
departmon L" 

These ueople are most frightfully careful 
about this questiou of prize-giving, but in 
five cases o~It of ten, when a transfer is n~)lde 
rnd does not suit the per .on concerned, that 
teacher gO('S to the member for the district 
and a'k' him to go to the dc·part?nc•ut and 
'cc ,,.hrther it cannot be alt:•red. They are 
fr'ghtfully canefnl about prizo-giYing but 
when it comes !o this matter of political 
iEfluo:1ce to obtain or preyent trvnsfcl~sJ the 
law is entirely a dead letter. 

The S'cCRETARY FOR Pc:Lrc IN:oTm;cTION: 
Sdf-preservation· is the fir~t Lnv of nature, 
and wo cannot change it. 

Mr. MOORE: That is just the s0 ,tern I 
.cbject to. If the question h s an::thiug at 
all to do with th" children and the school 
master or mjstre:3s is alleged to break the 
rules of unprofesswnal conduct, they render 
1 hC'Inselvc:~ lin bJe ro be put out of tho unio~l, 
a.nd. as has boon submitted to me on one 
Gcca..::ion, practically to victimlsrrtion. 

'l'ho s·:cRETARY FOil PUBLIC IxSTRUCTION: 
_.:.\ just tnan fa:h seven times a day. 

OPPOSITION into,rj cctions. 

The CHAIR!\IAN: Order ! 

Mr. :YIOORE: They are very keen about 
ncatters aff••cting the children. such as prize
giYi:g or school exhibits at shows; but, 
\\'hen it comes to a que•.tion of the rule which 
i·: hroh•,, ''Yery da:.- in the year-that of 
usiPg Dutsiclc and political influence to 
obta'n or stop transfers, or to obt>1in ad, anco
rnent-the r-egulation is entirely a dc-1ad 
ktter. There is no queAion of victimisation 
"hen a teacher breaks that regulation, 
Rega·rding the question of exhibits at shows, 
I shall quote from page 6 of the " t';Ju-eens
land Teachers' J onrnal" of 21st .March. 1923-

" 2. From a Darling Downs leacher 
rC'questing a state1nont of the union's 
att.tude ·. ith rPg-ard to school 8'<hibits 
at shows. It was decided to forward to 
him the reso:ution passed at a for .11er 
e:•cr,cuti ve nHKting disapproYlng of the 
practice. and to request the subcommittee 
dealing with the mattc·r of unprofcsoional 
conduct to make a recommendation deal
ing with this topic." 

[11 a.m.] 
On page 2 of the issue of 19th August, 1923, 
there appears a report of an ev.:ccutive n1ect
ing of 4th August, the fourteenth paragraph 
of which reads-

" Fro'11 two teachers, inquiring \Yould 
the executive regard certain actions as 
constibting unprofessional conduct. 

" The first referred to the 0xhibition 
of fancy '' ork for a local show. The 
teacher explained that he had no hand 
in the matter at all, and that the sewing 
mistress was giving the neccss:try instruc
tion on Saturday afternoons, It was 
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decided to inform him that the executive 
would regard the entry of this as a school 
exhil•it as constituting unprofessional 
conduct." 

Then in the issue of 17th October there is a 
letter by Mr. Charles Irvinr,, who says-

" These two school activitieg, recently 
placed on the Index Expurgandorum, 
stand together because the prmciple.o in 
both are the same. They have been dis
credited because-

1. They waste school time; and 

2. They disorganise school routine." 

Then he goes on with his ideas as to the 
absurd it·; of this regulation '-' hich was pro
mulgated by the Teachers' Union. In the 
discussion in the union it was pointed out 
that the teachers were being asked to serve 
two masters. That is the position I t ·ko 
up. The opponents of the rule argue :l that 
the department should be the authority to 
give instructions to the teachers as to what 
should be allowed and what should not-if 
they thought that in the interests of the 
~:hildren prize-giving wa" detrimentaL then 
lt should be the duty of the department to 
Issue those instructions. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Thcv give prizes m the 
Rockhampton Grammar School. 

Mr. JI.IOORE: They give prizes m any 
amount of places. The late Horn~ Secretary 
0istributed prizes in connection with a schcol 
m my own district. He evidently had no 
objection to it. If the department has an 
objection to the giving of prizes, then the 
department should give the instructions to 
the teachers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRTJCTION: 
You have heard the experts speak on it. 

Mr. MOORE: If the department objects 
to school work being exhibited at sho.vs. let 
the dcpartm.ent take the responsibility. Wh tt 
I obJect to 1s the Teachers' Union takin" the 
respo!'siLility of saying to a teacher th~tt if 
he disobeys the regulation promulgated by 
the Teachers' Uniou he \\·ill shnd a chance 
o~ losing his job or of having a reduction 
oc salary. It Is the duty of the Teachers' 
Union to protect their members and to n·ct 
the best po,·.ible conditi0ns for them: but it 
B not the duty of the union to my what shali 
be done m the matter of children's exhibits 
a~ shows or as to whether prizes shall be 
\(1\'?n or "'?t. At the present time the tLion 
lo mtcrfcr_mg m a matter in ,,-hich they 
have no nght to. interfere, and the drepart
ment has GYery r1ght to stand up against it. 
If the. department is going to ea rry on the 
oduca.tJOnal s.'stem of this State in the way 
!hat It should be carried on. then it should 
I'"ue all instructions to the teachers. I 
~trongly. object to teachers being given 
mstructwns b.v outside bodies·~instructions 
apparently, with which the department doe~ 
not agree, and on which it has given no 
rnling although the department has been 
asked to give a decision. I have looked 
~hrough a good many numbers of the 
JOUrnals published by the Teachers' Union 
and I have been unable to find where th~ 
departcnent has given a reply either one wav 
or the other, or has taken a stftnd one way 
or the other. My contention is that the 
departmental officials, having come to the 
co~cluswn that it is detrimental to the 
children to have prizes given or to allow 
them to exhibit at shows, it is for the 
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department to give the instructions, and 
Pot an outside body. I have, continu~lly 
visited different shows where school children 
WNe actually exhibiting school work of all 
sorts. 

Mr. FARRELL: Exercise books? 
Mr. MOORE: Yes, and why should they 

not? The exhibits I rdor to in particular 
were the vocational class exhibits, and I 
make the statement dcfinitelv that the 
teachers at the t,,o schools ( have men
tio:;ed-and others, too-have clearly under
stood that they laid themselves open to ex
pulsion from the union if they discbcyed. the 
rule. I have looked through the wgulatwns 
and I have looked through the cliscussions 
that took place. and I fail to see that any 
cxcep ion was made in regard to vocational 
c:a,ses. Pci·haps an exception has been 
made, but these teachers were not in
formed of it. vVe have the Government 
granting subsidies for agricultural shows 
and for exhibitions all over the State, and 
in many of the schednlr-· to these shows 
there arce classes for various sorts of school 
work. The Government apparently do not 
object io these exhibits, otherwise they 
W(>uld object to their inclusion in the 
schedule when granting the subsidy. In 
spite of that, we have an outside bod v com
ing along and saying that, if a teacher. a!1ows 
the school work to be exhibited, he "·ill 
render himself liable to expul"ion fro'TI the 
unio;;, which means either a reduction 
in salarv or expulsion from the service. 
The whole po.oition is wrong, and it 
is up to the department to take a firm 
stand on this matter and issue instructions 
to the teachers themselves. and not a:low 
an outside organisation to dictate to the 
teachers as to what method shfl!l he followed 
regarding these two very debatable ques
tions of g-iving prizes in State schools and 
of exhibiting at shows. 

lVIr. GILDAY (lthaca): The loader of the 
Opposition ha'i drawn attention to the 
instruc:tions issued by the T\·ach0rs' U11ion 
that prize-giving in State schools is to be 
abolished. I happen to rcpres nt a very 
large school, and for many years past it 
has been the practice for the corromi!tc' of 
that school to collect each ye'u a certain 
amount of money for the purpose of provid
ing: prizes for the childrc•n. I ihink that, 
i-; a very good thing, bccanse, when my own 
children were attending schooL their 1nothor 
could not possibly got them to st.ay away 
for half a day owing to tho fact that they 
did not want to lose the chance of winning 
a prize- for the best attendance. In many 
ways it is a good thing to give prizes. Up 
to £30 is co!le,"tcd every year which goes in 
the purchase of prizes which are distributed 
amongst the children. I do not think it is 
any concern of anybody except of the people 
who contribute the money for the purchase 
of those prizes. I hope the question will 
be reviewed, and that the present practice 
" ill be continued, and that every child 
who desires to compete for a prize shall be 
gtvcn an 011portunity of gaining a prize. 
I really think it is best for the children 
themselves. 

There is ano·hor matter that I would like 
to bring under the notice of the Minister 
and of this Committee-that is the system of 
cnrrying out necessary work after the 
Department of Public Instruction has rec-om
mended 'hat work to be done. In my own 
district two minor matters have been under 
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consideration for a considerable time, and I 
know for a fact that the Department of Pub
lic lmtruction has recommended that the work 
be done by he Department of Public Works, 
bcrt up to the prec,ent time nothing has been 
done. Somethin(!' should be done to give 
the Department of Public Instruction more 
power to de a 1 with the requirements of the 
\'aricus di" 'icts in the matter of schools 
instend of leaving it in the hands of the 
Department of Public Works. 

I notic•' there is an increase in the number 
of teachers in the department, and any
body who has had the opportunity of travel
ling OVN c;'ueonsland as I ha.-e had during 
the las' few years must recognise that more 
teachers are necessa rv. I notice there is a 
decrease in the numb~r of itinerant teachers. 
'That mav be due to !he fact that in many of 
the districts where itinerant teachers wo~ked 
in the past there mav be now a sufficient 
population to warrant" a permanent teacher. 

JI.Tr MoRGAN: The correspondence classes 
have had a good deal to do with the 
reducticn. 

Mr. GILD AY: That may be. That is the 
only conclu·ion I could come to. There is 
no ·do.,bt that. taking everything into con
eiderntion both the past Minister and the 
pres0nt Minister ha.-e done everything pos
sible for tf1e welfare of I he chi!dr·C'l ol 
Qucen'land and also for the welfare of tho 
tcach:rs and I hone that policv will bo 
continued. I hope the Minister will give the 
request of tho school committee with regard 
to tl1o work to which I have referred 
s0rious comidcra ·ion, and that the neccosary 
improYcmcnts will be carried out as quickly 
as po~sible. 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL (Lilbrrt): I should 
bo glad to learn from the Minister whether 
the dcp'1rtment approves of the action whirh 
has brnn h ken in reg·ar·d to what practically 
amounh to 'he abolition of the g·i,-ing of 
prizes and m0.rlals as a reward for n1crit on 
the part d the scholars. 

The SE"llETA.lW FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION; 
It is a dcb'ttable point. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I want to put this 
phase of the matter before the Cnmmittco: 
\Yhcn I was a S ate school bov the ·award
ing of prizes and medals-althourh there 
were not a g-reat many given at that time
,., :ts nndoubtrdly a great incentive to us all 
to do the best we c0uld to profit from the 
ins'ruction C·f our teachers and gain the 
max;mum bRnefit from the education which 
the Shte !!ivcs. I speak on this matter as 
an old State school scholar. Before I be
came the membPr for the dislrict which 1 
repreoent I was in thP habit of g-iving medols 
to ('r>rtqin !'f'h0olR and \VhPn I b0f'ft1110 th0 
rnembar for the d;strict I enlarg-ed the scope 
of mv a-d.;nn ln th'.'lt resnef't, and o:fferPd. as 
no !=;rho1.?r<::"hln had t~en hoe11 \von, to give a 
gold me.do] 'o the boy or girl winning such 
a snhol 'lrshin. 

Mr. WRIGHT: Vote catching. 

Ho:< . • T. G. APPEL: The hon, member 
1:111St not iu.dr-P rnn l V h;m~plf I si·nnlv 
acted ,,o on old Stote school bov. I can 
quite understand the interjection coming 
fro"ll thn hon. m<>mbf\r. 

Mr. WRIGHT: Whv? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Because vou know 
nnth;n,. a bout the earlier conditions in 
Queensland. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: I have just as ml!ch idea as 
you have. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am simply recount
ing my experience as an old State school 
boy. I offered a gold medal to the boy or 
g·irl who could win a scholarship 

Mr. WRIGIIT: And it incidentally got you 
vJtes. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You would not got 
them, at any rate. 

IIIr. CoLLINS: You have got the money 
behind you. 

Ho>l. J. G. APPEL: I ha.-e not got the 
money behind mo. It is the hon. member 
for Bowcn who is becoming a considerable 
capitalist. 

Ot POSITIO"i' ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! (and 
langhter). 

Mr. CoLLIKS: I have not got a diamond 
ri·.g on n1y finger yet. 

An OPPOSITION 1\lE:.I!BER: You ha.-e the 
money at your back, though. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am sorry the hon. 
member has still got that covetous and 
envious feeling concerning my personal pos
sc'sio.:s. (Laughter.) I can assure the hon. 
member that I do not covet anything he has. 

The CHAIRMAI\' : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to deal with the vole 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I was drawn off the 
track. The result of my action was to cause 
sLrch emulation that I had to gi.-e five gold 
medals, as five scholarships were won. The 
first winner was a lad, who has told me that 
his inducement was the offer of thal gold 
medal. Having won the scholarship, he was 
imbue-d with a desire to do the best he could 
according to his ability. He went to the 
;.:rammar school, and e.-entually won a 
Rhodes scholarship, and he is one of the 
most prominent of the Rhodes scholars 
10-dav. He has assured me that the offer of 
that gold medal was the first incentive, and 
thnt it laid the foundation of his education 
a11d the success which he has obtained since, 

Ml'. H.\RTLEY: What happened to the other 
four who won scholarships? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Of course, some of 
i hem have not done as well as others, but 
they ha ye all done fairly welL I only 
receiYed a letter yesterday from a young 
follow, who reminded me that many years 
ago he had won one of my medals, but that. 
unfortunately, although he had acquired 
mechanical skill-he is an engine-driver
owing to present-day financial conditions he 
is not able to obtain permanent employment. 
I recollect this young fellow, because, as a 
rule, I am asked to present the medals at 
the different schools where they are awarded. 
The paradox of the whole thing is that some 
of the teachers are permitting medals and 
prizes to be awarded while others refm.o to 
do so. In country districts the parents. natur
allv, arc dissatisfied when the children are 
n0t permitted to receive prizes in one school 
while thev are given in another school. and 
pnren's themselves have told me that unques
tionablv. owing to the fact that no prizes ar<:l 
awarded, there has been a falling off in the 
industry of the children. I have no he<ita
ticm in· sayin!! that these prizes are an incen
tive to the children to do the best they can. 

Hon. J. G . .Appel.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Exa.111inat1ou::> are held to allot tlw position 
of the otudents in their cla,;;es when the 
inspector goes rouud. 

has caused a very great amount of discon 
tent amongst the parents and also amongst 
the children. 

llON. J. G. APPEL: We know that from 
time immemorial it has b2en recognised that 
''to hirn who ments it the palm shall bo 
given.') I-las not that alwa~.-s been an incen
tive in the departmeJ,t 1 If the department 
does 1.ot app10Ve of the giviLg of pnzes, why 
are scholarohips and bursaries oiforcd 1 Doe~, 
the dep.;rbucnt "ant to put the scholars all 
on the ~a111e lev 2l? Are not those whom 
nature has endowed vvith a greater arnount 
of lJl ain power, and who have the industry 
to n1ako u:se of it, to receiYe a r·cward '? 
Do wo propose to aLoli,h all incentive to 
thos-:> "ho desire to do the best they eau? 
Rd r, i~.[ again to mv school d·1 vs, I un
hesitatingly say that, although I did not gain 
many pr,zes, it was not because I d1d not try. 
Tlwrc: is a possibility that, ii there had not 
been a_uy pdzc:; given, I \\Ould not have tried 
as hard as I did. Many of my "chool-matos 
b came brilliant scholars owing to that incen
tive, and acquired high pubitions in the 
community~ As I have p-ointed out on many 
occasiou;:;, it \1 aB not a casu of the prize 
w·i11ner.s coming f1 orn v1ealthicr n1cnrbcrs of 
th~ community. As a mlc the majority of 
priz::- wi .. ncrs are anrong.:;t those w·ho aro 
not so ~;·ell situated financiallv. If \Ye take 
the \\'hDJC h;stm-y of education~· in Qnccns]and 
we shall onvoriahly End that all those who 
have b~'CD most protninent as prizo \vinn:::rs 
have not cocrw from the ranks of those who 
are •,:ell off, b·1t, as a rule. from those who 
a!·e not so well situated financially. \Yhy 
should w · do anything which wm<ld cause 
anv a1t Talion? \Ve all know that the aim 
and obj,•et of our whole educational system 
is to 1 quip each child in the eommunit:; with 
an cdnc:·fDn "hich will enable that child, 
how"Yi'r l·,rr·bln his p1r ntap;" mav be, to 
attain to the highest positions which the S ate 
has to offer, if he or she has the ability and 
ambit.o:l. To nry mind that is rnorc or less 
the whole aim and object of our educational 
sy_tcm-to give to ever:: mcmocr of the com
mun ~tv th1t equipment bv means of which, 
if he has the indu,try and the ambition, he 
may rise to tlw highest position in the land
as inc!N'd in many im<tances has been the 
case. One of my school mates. the late HDn. 
T. J. Bn·ncs, is a ease in point. ~What did 
eduntion r'o for him? Look at \Yhat a prize 
winner he was. and consider what education 
did for him. He was • he son of parents in a. 
cDmpantt;vely humble position who had no 
financial means to enable him to attain to 
the position of distinction which he after
wards rc;achc·d; but owing to the fact that 
prizes and rewards were given-which acted 
ac an i~centive-he was able to attain by 
the acquirement of education prac' ically the 
h;ghrst position which any member of our 
commnnitv can reach. If it is the policy of 
the a<'partment to endorse the action of cer
tain teachers-because it is not 'he action of 
all teachers, but only of a section amongst 
them-anrl eay that prizes shall not be given, 
it will ]pad to considPrable dissatisfart;on and 
d;scouragemrr>t. I know of one inatance-I 
refer to 'he State school at Southpmt-where 
for verv manv V<'ars the CDmmittee have 
made a' suprPme, effort on breaking-up d:tv 
and at the distribution of prizes to [(ive the 
childr<m somrthino: in the nature of a reunion 
as a rewaro f<'r their inrlustrv. I can assure 
ron. meiPbers th•t th" decision of cer'ain of 
the tl'achers in this direction will cause and 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

Mr. COLLJNS: Did they g~ive each child 
a prize"? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No. The srtmc old 
story of the tall poppies ! Level 1 hem all 
down ! One would think that the hon. mem
ber for Bowen, above all others, would do all 
that he could by his influence and vDice to 
assist all thme who desired to take aJvan
tagc of a system encouraged by prizes. ~What 
is the inducement of the worker to giVe of 
his best but the wage which he receives? 
So it is with our school children-the prize 
is their incentive. Why discontinue the 
practice? If you knocked off the reward 
of the worker for his work, would he do 
anything? Of course not, and properly 
so. It is the same thing ''ith o 1r children. 
I know that just as I felt on !hi, maltc·r 
so mv fel'ow· nativ<•s of to d IV feeL \Vc 
looked forward to prize-giving rJ[,:.-- rrnd after 
it had come and gone we looked fon• ard to· 
the next. So do t~L'r.~. It was our incentive, 
hut now we arc tolrl~bv tlv' hrm. member fDr 
Bowcn that there should ]·,,, ro rEstinction
that all children should !re treated : like. H·e 
eo vs to the ch'ldrrn. '· \Yhf'th ·r \'0\1 YYant 
it" or not, yDu shall get no prize and n.o 
reward for your indus:ry." 

Mr. COLLINS.: Hear, hear! 
IloN. J~ G~ APPEL: I do not snl1seribe 

to that feeling. I think a r?ward should come 
to those who strive to gain it alld who 
deserve it. 'Ihev are the C!H. '· ho 'ho11ld 
r0cf~iv~ reward. " So li is throughout life._ 
I sp ak as an Australian nati-.-c Rith a kncw
leclg-c of my fellow Auetrolians~ 

Th1r. \YRJGHT: That i: only an accident. 

Ho:.~. ,T. G. APPEL: It is a YCi"V con
sidcrnb1c neciJ.,nt that ihc hon. n1cn;bc-r i& 
sitting in this House. 

:VIr. CoLLINS: Do not irsult the electors 
of Bulimbn. 

Box. J. G. APPEL: Apparently from what 
the electors Df Bulimb" arc doing now they 
r ·g-ret their choice already~ 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
HoN. J. G. ~\.PPEL: I am Ycrv sorrv to 

ha Ye been led astray. (Laughte;·.) I· am 
Fke tlw Hon. tl10 A sistant IIo'nc Secrchry
I am old enough to know better. But I 
am not going to pcr!llit an .. sl-~T to be cast 
on mv native land of Australia and of 
Q'H'Cn~land by n person \Yho has CO'ulC here 
within thn last few years. I am not nying 
thnt the hon. m0mber is not the best immi
grant that ever came h0re. 

J\h. WRIGHT: You arc an absolute mongrel. 
The CH AIRMA:'\r: Ore! er! I must ask the 

hon. member for Bulimba to withdraw that 
cxnrc!::.::i0n. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I withdraw the expression, 

Th" CHAIRMAN: I hone the hon~ nwmber 
for Albert will address himself to the ,-ate. 

Mr. COLLINS (Tiouu·n): I ris0 to a point 
of order. Seeing- that the hon. mewbAr fm· 
Bulimba has withdrawn the rem1rk that he 
m" de in rcfercmce to the hon. member for 
A1hert~ mip;ht I ask that the hon. member 
for Alhert he asked to withdra'v his remark 
reflecting- upon an hDn. member who has 
been dulv dectcd undN the constitution of 
this State. (Opposition laughter,) 
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The CHAIR1L\)J (addressing Hon. J. G. 
AppL·I): Did the hon. member make any 
rc-f! .:ction upon the hon. member for Bulimba? 

Ilon. J. G. APPEL: I did not. 

Mr COLLil\iS: The hon. member for 
Albert rdloctcd upon the hon. member for 
Bulimba us regarcls th. countl'y of his birth, 
and a1so as a tncnlbC'r of this liousc. 

.\n OPPOSITION r.lE:llllER: Don't be silly. 
lion. J. G. APPEL: I did not mal<c any 

rcflec:tion upo11 th~ hon. 1110rnbcr. 

'lho CHA1RMA.0.": I can assure the hon. 
m 1 lnb;.;r for l)U\\Cn that I h,._~ard no t.uch 
rcflccti. '' u,Jon tho hon. member for Bulimba 
by the hon. mombel' fm Aibort. If I had, I 
wowd h.tvo a.ked him to \\ithchaw. 

HoN. J. G. AP1JEL: If the hon. member 
for hO\\ 011 ti1i1J{s that I nPdc auy pcr·~,onal 
rellccLon 011 th0 hon. member for Bulirnba. 
I unrc·.,crvcdly withdraw it, lwcauso I b ~vO 
no P- r::;cn~d feo:i11g a_£ainst any hon. n1nnber. 
On tho co;.tra.y, I have lh<> best of feeLng 
auJ ::.;ood·wi:l t-owards my co:lcngues. 

I hope that we shall have some definite 
policy in connection with the giving of prizes 
and rewards for the industry and intelli
gence which the school children display. 
They are incentives to them to do their best, 
and to strive for those positions which, to 
my mind, it should be the ambition of every 
Australian to attain to-that is, to strive for 
all th:•t Is h1ghcot and noblest in this 
s011thln:HL I o .cP Il'O''C \;o·!]d in1press 
upon the Minister the fact that the prac ice 
of giving prir,cs has unquestionably boon an 
incentive to children in the pa•t. I am giv
ing my mYn idea as an old State school bov 
anrl a~ AlFtr8~ian. " 

Th0 SE: RETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Ycu arc talking as one of the brilliant intel
lcc s. 

Ho:;. J. G. APPEL: No. I leave that to 
the ether side. I never professed to have a 
brilliant intellect, but I claim to have useful 
brains which have stood me in very good 
stead. It is the useful bra'ns in our school 
children that. as a rule, lead others to come 
forward and seek 1 o attain the positions 
that L as a fellow native, desire to sec 
them attam ns a further reward. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbrtne): I 
Ji,tf'nod very carefully to the remarks mad·e 
yo>torday by the hen. member for Cook in 
refert'ncc to what has been achieved bv the 
system of correspondence classes. The' hon. 

member, as a representa'ive of 
[11.30 a.m.] mch an extensive electorat{), is 

in a position to judge as to the 
benefits of that scheme. The hrn. membor 
for \'ark. th<' hon. mewber for Bercoo. and 
the hem. member for Murilla. renresenting 
extensi,-e aPcl more or less isolated areas, 
hevo all spoken in complimentary terms of 
this new svs em. which indicates that it must 
hn nr,.,vinrr a (;'lV'rrsR. The hen. n1em ber for 
i\1ur;ila iPeclvortrnHv. but none the less 
SHr~'lv PonveyPd a false imnrcssion to hon. 
menohors reP":trdin« the aboFt'nn of itinerant 
tPnrhn.r"' hv +~i.::1 Rv.;::fpm of tu~6on bv corres
pondenr{). The hnn. mewbor left that impres
sion upon me, and tha" being so. I iPqnired 
of the A osistant Home Secretary. the Hon. 
M .T. Kirwan. if the Government had 
abrlishecl the svstem of itinerant teachNs. 
If th"t imnression was left on me it is auite 
P'"''hl8 tha+ co1'ntry people read;ng "Han
sard " may also be of that opinion, I have 

folio;; ed the institution of this system with 
some attention during the past couple of 
years. t.lUite acmdeutally I ca"ae in 00ntaot 
-.-.,; h the mitiation of the scheme, and learned 
what was Intended or hoped to b~ achieved 
by 1ts operat,ons. I happened to be in the 
Department of Public lnstructio.1 a couple 
of years ago on some other business, and in 
spcaLng to the present Under Secretary, 
"ho .vas then, I think, Acting Chief Inspec
tor, he told me that he had initiated this 
system. I, for one, did not share his opti
mism. I realised the scope there was, but I 
did not think that such beneficial results 
cculd be ach,eved as I have since ascertained 
have been achieved. Mr. McKenna told me 
that the idea of this scheme of tuition by 
corre;;pondence was not to supplant the 
itinerant teacher, but to reach the boys and 
girls-the ones, twos, and threes-living in 
di.tricts so far away that they were inac
cessible by those travelling teachers, and 
e,·en in some districts where he appointment 
of an itinerant teacher would not be war
ranted by virtue of the fact that they were 
close to large centres of population, yet far 
removed frcm State or prov:sional schoolc. 
The repol" by the Under Secretary points 
out that. when this system was started only 
a couple of years ago, the enrolment was 
t·vcntv-nine, and that to-day the eProlme~t 
is 1 900, which goes to show that 'he scope 
is thcr0. and that the syetem is proving very 
benrf1nial. Itinerant teach{)rs could not be 
anpoirted. say, in districts between here and 
Gvmp;e-I am not speaking of the area 
d'rcctlv alcng the railway route, but the 
area within a given distance from the rail
\nv-vrt it is possible to conclude that there 
arc bo<·s and girls within that area who are 
nrt being reached bv the advantages of 
tuition provided by Sta'e and provisional 
schocls. This correspondence system reaches 
them. and it also reaches the boys and girls 
on the islands cff the coast, where the estab
liohrncnt of oven a provisional schrol would 
rct be warranted. and groat ancl good work 
is brincr done. From time to time I have 
taken the onnortunity. when in the depart
nwnt. d hoving a look at some of the wm·k 
that is pr>rformed bv these bovs and P"irls. 
The work is most striking in its simnlicity, 
a,;1[J is v0rv i-rtcresting. The coursrs Ure 
:;:,:rnt t'l th,..... r>h.:1,rlrPTI Wf'Pklv. and thnv iJo not 
receive education four times a year. as is 
so'Ue' imes the case when depending on 
itinerant teachers. The courses are sent out 
weeklv: they are completed and returned to 
the department. and if they are not returned, 
then a communication is sent to 'he parent 
aokin<r the reason why. The hon. member 
for Murilla ql.lite correctly said that many 
parents had not the time or perhaps the 
qnaFfications. through no fault of their own, 
to impar' the necessarv instruction to their 
boys and girls in the bush. It has appeared 
to me f0r the past twelve months or so. in 
viewiPg- the work that goes out to these bovs 
and g-irls and in seeing- the nrogress thftt 
hns been mode and is heiPg made by 
tJ..om, an opoortunity is offered to narents 
who were shorn of the onpmtunities of 
obtaining- the benefits of <:'duration in th~',
OW'l vruth. Th0rc is an opnortunitv for the 
olclcr me..,.,bPrs of the familv and evPn the 
J10rnch th 0 TDS 0 1VOS when the children hocomc 
odvan~cr1 in those leesnns thnt are sent out 
weekly. There is great scope for tile advanoe
m<'nt of those who the ban. member for 
1\Jurilla quite frankly stated were deficient 
in that respect. It appears to me that in 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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. the great spaces of this State the system has 
not only come to stay, but is going to do 
even greater g·ood work than it has done iu 

. the pas . I just rose for the purpose of 
making it quite clear that the system does 
not aim at supplanting the system of teach
ing l_,y itinerant teachers, but is rather 
iEtcnd-ed 1o supplement that very worthy 
method of instruction. 

Mr. KELSO (Tundah): I would like a 
litilo information from the Minister in con
Pection with the item, " Gratuities and 
Retiring Allowances." Last year the sum 
of £1,000 was provided, anrl thi_, year £2,000 
ie asked for. I suppose that 1s by way of 
compensation for the teachers who w1ll be 
retired at the ago of sixty-five years. Is 
anv of this money to be paid in lieu -of the 
bf,;,cfjts that those teachers would have 
obtained by contributing tm:·ards a pension 
scheme on the understandmg that then· 
scnieos would be retained until they were 
seventy years of age? Ht1ve the Govern
ment recons1dered the question of doiug any
thing for those unfortunate teachers who w1ll 
be retired at the age of sixty-five years and 
\\ho have been contributing to the super
ammation c;cheme on the understanding thdt 
they would participate in the benefits of such 
a schcm<: on reaching the age of seventy 
years? The sum of £2,000 does 110t a pp ear 
a very largo amount to co ,11pensa tc teachers 
who mav be retired. It seems to me that 
once ag:lin a protest should be raised against 
the retirement of those teachers who have 
been led to pay very high premiums-at 
great sacrifice to themselves-to the super
annuation scheme on the understanding that 
they would not be compelled to resign their 
positions and fall ba,ck on the benefits of 
that scheme until they had reached tho ago 
of seventy years. We lind that the policy 
of the department at the present time is that 
these teachers shall be. retired at the ago of 
sixty-fise years, and those teachers are not 
going to got the benefit of th<tt ncnsion 
scheme. I have hearJ it said that the pro
bability is they will receive back the amount 
they have contributed to the scheme. That 
certainly is a very poor recompense to thcso 
n'cn who at a late period of life denied 
themselves so that they might be able to 
pay very heavy prerr.iums in order t-hat at 
the age of seve>nty years they shmt!d receive 
the full benefit of the scheme. If thev were 
led to believe that they were going "to get 
the full benefit of the scheme at scventv 
years of age, it is quite fair to say that waos 
pract'cally an admission on the part of the 
Government that, if they wer" capable, their 
scn-ices would be retained until thev reached 
t.he age of soventy years. I woulcf like the 
Minister to state whether this matter has 
been considered by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It is under consideration at the present time. 

Mr. l(ELSO: Might I ask the Minister 
ag" in if this vote " Gratuities and Retiring 
Allowances of £2,000" has anything to do 
with that matter? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
No, it is only an estimate for that purpose. 

1Vfr. KELSO: This £2.000, then, is for 
quite a different purpose, and is for con
tingencies that might arise? 

'l'h8 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Yes, it is totally different. 

~tr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): The hon. mem
,,._,r for Albert in addressing himself to this 

f 1Ji r. F'en·ir:ks. 

vote had a good deal to say 111 regard to 
prizes and the distribution of prizes in 
\ arious parts of the State. I take it that 
the ideal State and school would be \\here 
there were no ro,vards and no punish:nents. 
Possibly we may evolve to that stage some 
day. In the meantime, the question of 
prizes and the distribution of prizes might 
be considered with a view to their total 
abolition throughout the_ State. It i< quite 
obYious that those districts where prizes are 
g·iyen at tho present time are doing no more 
for the scholastic attainments of the children 
than those districts where prizes arc not 
Jistributed. \Ve all know that the prize 
and reward is for brilliance and not for 
industry. A child who does not g-et a prize 
may be the most disappointed cl>ilJ in the 
whole school, and the rnoro 1 effect of that 
disappointment is more evident and keen 
than the gratification of the child who gets 
the prize. There is the adverse effect to be 
considered as well as the effect on the 
succeFsful child, who may gain a prize for 
brilliance and not for application. 

I want to say a word or two about the 
system of itinerant teaching. The number 
of itinerant teachers has been reduced from 
fifteen last vear to twelve this vcar. The 
total cost of "maintaining an itiner;ll1t teacher 
during tJ1o present year \'-or ked out at about 
£670. Taking the salaries of the twelve 
teachers at £3,055 and the equipment, travel
ling cxpen~cs, allo\vancos, etc., at £5,000. 
Five of thcce twelve itinerant teachers are 
wpplioJ with motor-cars. while seven travel 
bv other moans. It is obvious that it is not 
economical to allow a teacher who costs the 
State £670 per annum to travel the co·~~try 
bv slow methods. It is a vorv wasteful 
p~·occss to allo·,~,· one of tl1e::;e t('achers to 
tnncl about with a buckboard anJ a couple 
of horses when he is costing the State all 
this money. Other Gon·rnment officers 
occupying positions in the IV est, whose 
remuneration is ver;~ much lrss than that of 
the itinerant teachers. are provided with 
C[lr,--:. Take out workers' nccommcdation 
and machinery inspectors. These men re
ceive from £260 to £340 per annum, and 
arc provided ·with n1otor-cars because it is 
recognised it would be absurd to cxp·-·ct the 
best possible results from them if they 
could not get about quickly. 

Mr. KELSO: Do they go everywhere by 
car? 

Mr. BULCOCK: They go practically 
cver;-where by car. A Ford motor car can be 
taken wherever a, buggy can go, and wher
ever there is a beaten track le>~ding to _,-he·re 
a child i; the teacher goes. IV e send by car 
our union organisers to various camos of 
men, and surely there should be no difficulty 
in sending these teachers there also. Many 
of tho tracks along which 'he itinerant 
teacher travels are reads which a·rc well 
maintained by the local authoritie' and 
station people. There is no difficultv in that 
respect. The time h11s arrived when we 
should give consideration to the question of 
providing 11ropor facil. itios to itinerant 
teachers. \Ve have reduced their mn1ber, 
and we should the~cfore expe-dite the travel
ling rate of those who remain. lf we ha Ye only 
twelve itinerant t<•achers this year a!2"ainst 
fifteen last year, they ought to be made to 
travel faster than the fifteen travelled. The 
:Minister has staterl that the reduction in 
number is due to the fact that a correspon
dence system of tuition has been introduced. 



Supply. [25 SEPTEl\IBER.] Supply. ll05 

r have an open mmd on this correspondence 
system. I feel that so;ne investigation ought 
to be made to detcrmme whether the system 
is giving the results that the officers of the 
-department would lead us to believe are 
being obtain0d. Vnfortunately in tho West 
a big proportion uf the parents are Incapable 
·o{ supervising the studies of their children. 
\Ve realise, therefore, that the correspon
<ience svstem caJls for a system of superin
tendence by the p»rents, and many parents 
have protested to me about what they term 
an unimtifiabl<e intrusion on their time. That 
-lJUCsti~n must be considered. It would be 
reaso>eable to dehil one of the inspectors
and there seems to be a huge 'taff of inspec
tors employed in the departm0nt-to visit the 
families which arc taking advanbge of the 
ccrrespondonce system and see whether tile 
results are really being obtainc•d from it that 
the department ,,ould lead us to believe is 
the ca,e. There is another het to be con
·idered. \Ve hav•J .a number of itinerant 
ieachers on the outposts of civilisation. They 
should be provided with travelling facilities 
which would allow them to be more comfort
abiJ. I rc:ne.nber last year strking one of 
these teachers in my electorate. His con
veyance w:1s stuck in the black wil, a!:-d he 
could not move backwards or forwards. \Ve 
shculd not ask our itinerant teachers to 
endure those harchhips if we can preYent 
them. I be:ieve that a mutOJ: car in the 
majorit_,. of cases would enable these teachers 
ie overcome such hardships. All the itir,erant 
teachers who travel by buggy have a boy 
£mployed. That means that tbc teacher has 
10 sit down \\hile the, boy is geHing the hor:,, 
and buggy ready, and during all that time 
opportunities for the education of a child 
are being lost. If the maximum amount 
of benefit accruing to the child under 
the present S)'stem Is to be achieved, 
the Mini<ter must give consideration 
to the question of providing motor cars 
for the itinerant t<'ochers. The Minister has 
-data to go upon in the fact that three years 
ago his predeces.;or pruvided a motor car 
for an itinera·:t teacher who was travelling 
partly in tha electurate of the hon. member 
for Leichhardt and partly in my electorate, 
.and the results hav" justified the action that 
was taken on that occasion. 

We might investigate the whole question 
and see w hother the sy .;tem of itinerant 
teaching or the SJ ;;tom of teaching by corre
~pondeuce is givillg the best results. The 
dcpa.rtment can rliake exhaustive inquiriu 
ar:d adopt the best system. Personally I do 
not know whether the best results are being 
cobi-ainod from the correspondence system in 
those cases where the parents cannot super
vise the work cf the children. 

There is another fact i wish to touch urlGn. 
We have often heard complaints about 
-superior educatiunal facilities providad for 
children in the cilies and towns. \Ve say 
that the chil :lren in the cities and towns get 
the best educat:o:1al facilities under the best 
possible conditions. That is true. I believe . 
that the Minister l.as done everything in his 
power to meet our requirements w far as the 
Western representatives are concerned, and 
has made \V estcrn schools better than th 'Y 
were in the past. T have no particular grouch 
in that cunnection, but I want to put in a 
r,lea on behalf of the children who arB at 
r,resent under the itinerant teachers. In the 
towns the ordinary dental inspector comes 
along and inspects the teeth of the children 
jn the schools under his control. Ordinarily 
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those children woulci have access to a dentist 
tend caul ::1 hanl their teeth inspected when 
they wished. ThoM' children in the bmh, who 
arc not reached b:v the denti:3t require this 
dental assistance. ·I ask the Minister could 
he not detail a dental inspectm· to make a 
trip with one of the itinerant tc ,chers, 
ir.spect the teeth of the children in thr( 
area and ddermirr~ whether it would pay tt. 
put on an itinerant dentist to attend to the 
teeth of the childnm in the West. 

Ha,-ing exhausted that phase, I desire to 
deal with a department whicli appears to be 
a sub-department within a department
the teaching of agriculture in State schools. 
That instruction appears to be uncontrolled 
at present, and I suggest that it could be 
better controlled by the Department of 
Agriculture. If hon. members will turn to 
the report of the Secretary for Public In
., truction for the year 1923 and peruse the 
report of Mr. Stu'obin, the teacher of agri
culture in State schools, I am mre they will 
agree that that gentleman is called upon to 
undertake more work than any individual 
should be asked to undertake under any 
circumstances. As there is only ono instructor 
of agriculture in our schools, I prooume 
that that gentleman probably devises his 
own curriculum, and is no doubt doing the 
best he can from his own point uf view. 
Gndoubtedy ho is undertaking tou much 
"·ark-work that should ccrbinly rot come 
within the scope of one individual. \Ve have 
here a serious case uf overlapping. l\fr. 
Stubbin points out that amongst other 
activities he visited schools and pupils' homes 
and formulated "Home Project" clubs (pig, 
c1lf. frn:t, flo·H~r, Dnd vrg<'tables,. etC'.); 
visited ho-nes of members of clubs to mspect 
and Yalue th·o-ir work in connection with the 
projects; organised and conducted a milk 
and cream-t<:sting class for teachers at 
l'ittsworth ; assisted ten other teachers to 
qualify themselves for the teaching of milk 
and cream testing; addressed meetrngs of 
parents at various schools in connection with 
the formation of home projects clubs, and so 
on. I do not think it is the function of one 
individual to perform such multitudinous 
duties. He is provided pri·Tiarily for the 
instruction of the children. not for the pur
pose of instructing dairymen. We have 
competent inspectors in the Department of 
Agriculture who are quite c':pable of_ in?truct
ing the farmers. I take It tha~ It IS t~e 
dutv of this Instructor of Agnculture m 
State schools to instruct the children and 
not the parents. 

In addition to that, Mr. Stubbin acts in the 
capacity of judge at various shows, p~epares 
for publication a bulletin upon pig-raBrng
and on this point I mig·ht say the Depart
ment of Agriculture employ a pig expert. 
They have a man with very high qualipca
tions who is undoubtedly capable uf expre~s
ing o'pinions so far as the pig-raising industry 
of the Si ate is c .mcerned; yet here we find 
this teacher of agriculture in State sc_h?ols 
expected to write a bulletin on pig-rai·mg. 
I think we should either get Mr. Sheldon 
to take over the complete matter of pig
raising, or tell Mr. Stubbin to write on 
pig-raising and take up Mr .. She!don's 
duties and tell the farmers and theu chrldren 
what they ought to do in this matter. 

In addition to that, this gentleman has 
official correspondence to at.tend to an_d a_Jso 
some literary work-I take It the pubhcat:on 
of a monthly article in " The Educatwn 

M1·. Bulcock.] 
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Office Gazette." Mr. Stubbin formulates 
some rather peculiar propositions in his 
report. For iustance, here is one which 
would bo rather interesting if tested to its 
fullest degree. He says that the ::\Iinister 
should make son1e research to compare a 
cow's work and see how she would respond 
under kindly methods and under rough 
treatment. vVho is to administer the rough 
treat:rwnt, and who is to define what is 
kindly treatment and what is rough treat
ment"! Words like that only serve to obscure 
the issue and make the whole thing ricli
culous. \Ve should determine in \Yhat way 
Mr. Stubbin's abilities may best be utJiscd. 
vVe should cut out this judging at shows, 
writing pamphlets on pig-raising, and gi,-ing 
instruction to farn1crs and dair~,mon in n1ilk 
and cre:tm testing. Tho.·,e activities should 
be restricted. and the milk and cream 
testing should be confined to school children. 

Undoubtedly thoro is a good deal of work 
outside these suggestio11s that could be 
undertaken, particular!:; i11 the dircctioe1 of 
experimental garden plcts in our scl oo s. 
:More vaiuable \York could be done there 
than in many other dircctio11s. \Ve already 
have experimental plots under the direction 
of our Department of Agriculture. \Yh.ch 
assist us to determine which is tho best seed 
to use, how it may best be acclimatised, 
whether methods of culture at present in 
use arc suitable, and so forth and so on. 
School children provide much lal:our that 
could be utilised admirably in that direction. 
Let me cite a case in point. Two or three 
years ago we started experimentai cott m 
plots at the Jericho State Schcol \o 
determine \Vhether cotton could be accli
matised and grown upon the desert country. 
\Ve found that not only could cotton be 
grown, but the standard of the staple was 
quite equal to that grO\vn in more favoured 
districts. 

Mr. ELPHIKS1'0KE: Did you use water? 
Mr. 13CLCOCK: Yes. The point I want 

to make is the value of the school garden 
experimental plot. It has no co nmercial 
value except in very ifolatocl circcunstonces 
and instacccs. Personally I do not believe 
the school garden should have .a co;nmcrcial 
value, became better work in that direc
tion can be done by commercial enterprise. 
If the Minister imtructcd Mr. Stubbin to 
go more into the subject of experimental 
plots, the adaptation of crops to districts, 
the use of fertilisers, and that sort of thing, 
more valuable work would be done than is 
now being done by ono gentleman who, I 
will admit, is perhaps an expert and who 
is enthusiastic, but who is attempting to do 
the work that could not be performed satis
factorily by half a dozen officers all trained 
in agricultural pursuits. I suggest that the 
Sccretarv for Public Instruction aok the 
Department of Agriculture to di'aw up a 
curriculum providing for a fair amount of 
work to be performed by :1\Ir. Stubbin, and 
that Mr. Stubhin be asked to confine him
self to the branches of his work that do 
not clash with the work of the instructors 
in the Department of Agriculture and Stock. 
If that were done and expericnental work 
was carried out in the way of school garden 
plots, better results would accrue, the school 
children would have more enthusiasm, and 
it would provide some stimulus and 
enthusiasm for the teacher. He should have 
a well-defined curriculum for the guidance 
of the children. aPd not the parents, in our 
agricultural community. 

[Jlir. Bulcock. 

Mr. WlUGHT (Bulirnba): Generally speak
ing, there seems to be very little: dissatis
faction regarding the way in which the 
State schools in Quecnsla11d are managed. 
I an1 speaking frorn rny own experience in 
connection with my electorate. I have quite 
a nu.uber of la1~ge schools, and ~o far as 
the standard of teaching is concerned there 
is no dissatisfaction. There is the desire 
on t.he part of the public for further accom· 
modation but I think that i.3 a pretty 
general desire in the metropolitan area. 

I desire to voice mv appreciation of the 
work that is being done in co1mection with 
the education of the retarded and defective 
children. During the last year th.:; depart
ment estahli,hed classes in certain of the 
mctropoli tan schools,. and those clacscs have 
been very successful m educating o.cr unfor
tunate children along the pro cr.b. cl lmes. 
I think the teachers who have been allocated 
to this particularly trying task ar<) to be 
complimented on the success they hava
achicvcd. 

ll2 noon] 
I \Yould like to make a suggestion to the 

department in connection \vith the supplymg 
of school materials such as the books that 
are required for the d:Jiercnt classes. At 
t.hc present tirnA it is necessary _for the 
teacher to tell the scholars that cNtam books 
are required and the parent .. have to go 
alon o- to the'" a rehouses or rdail shops and 
purchase them. I would like io see the 
department supply those backs free. but, If 
that cannot be done. the next be,t thlllg Is 
for the State Stores Board to pm·chase whulo
sale all the beaks that are required and 
then sell them to the parents at the cost 
price. If that were done. it would mean 
a considerahlc saving to the pvrei.ts .. I hope 
the Minister and the dcpartment v.ill take 
a note of the suggestion ctnd sec whether It 
is not possible to carry out that policy. 

I want also to bring under tlcc nofce of 
the department a particular n1attcr in con·: 
nection with the clearnug of slatPo. One ol 
my electors has patcntc'd v,hat he terms a 
'"clrv sht' l'l ln r." Tt is ~I snudl square 
pad ·which effectiYely cleans the slate ,,-ith· 
out any moisture. Hon. members. will 
readily understand what a very desiritble 
method that is if the cl<>aning can be done 
succossfullv. I am quite sure that this 
patent wi.ll be successful. and it will do 
awav with a lot of the "spitting" and with 
the necessity of the kiddif's having to carry 
a rusty tin containing a wet cloth. I under
shnd this mnthod has been apnroved of by 
thP Queensland Teachers' Union. The 
teachers citn see the value of it, and some 
of the departmental officers hctvc also 
appro,·ed of it.. The department should 
seriously consider the advisablenc>s of pur
chasing the necec,sary number of these 
patent cleaners to supply t]w \\+ale of the 
State schools in Queensland. There is no 
doubt it is a good idea, and. if arloptcd, 
it would save the paronis of the children a 

·gcod deal in the wrry of c·lothing. bccnuse, 
if the wet rag is not handy, well. the elbow 
is just as good. I hope the Minister and 
the department will note that suggestion 
also. 

I v:ant als0 to ask the consideration of the 
department to the C]Ucstir.n of providing 
further school accommodation in my elec
torate. As pointed out by the hon. member 
for Ithaca, the question of providing school 
accommodatio_n is controlled by two depart-
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ments, and I agree with tho hon. member 
that something should be dono to bring about 
a better s"·stew. The Department of Public 
Inetruction should carry Jts own nl5ponsi
bilitv. I do not mean to say that thNe 
should he a gang of workers attached to the 
department, but the department shoul~ be 
empowered to spend the monev roqmrcd, 
leavinif the actual work of constr~ction to b·' 
carried out by the Dq1a rtnwnt of Public 
\\'orks. There is a strong desire for the 
purchase of a school site at Morningside. 
That district has been fortunate enough to 
secure a tramway extension, and 'vilhin a 
ver:.· short space of time hundreds of children 
will be residing in tho district for whom 
it ,-.·ill be nec".-sary Jo provide school accom
modation. The only schools at present in 
th" diotrict arc at Norman Park, Bulimba, 
and Cannon Hill. Certainly, the0 are not 
a Yery groat distance from each other, but 
it seems Jo me that it would be a false move 
on the part of the department to enlarge 
am~ of those schools to provide for the large 
number of children who will reside in the 
very centre of that 'nea. A site at pre•cnt 
is availabh' and. if it is missed. I cannot 
sec how the department can hope to get 
any other mitable site at some later date 
\\hen it will be absolutely essential to pro
vide schco! accommodation there. There is 
also a demand for a school at ]\furarrie. At 
pr<'sent the 1\1nrarrie children travel by 
train to Cannon Hill or Hemmant. There 
is a compact settlement near the meatworks 
coLtaii ing sixty or st•vcmt.7 children at the 
prc«mt time. The district is also being 
rapid!:,· s_ ttled. and it is des0ning of con
sideration. I hcpo the Minister and officel's 
of th0 department will give serious con
sideration to that matter too. 

L\t 12.6 p.m., 
J\1r. (~LCDSO); (lpstcirh), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

l\lr. WRIGHT: I do not wish to enter 
i:cto a peroo1ml contro,·ers:· with any hon~ 
member in this Chamber. but tho hon. mem
ber for Albert this morning made some 
remarks which mav be taken to refer to 
mys,,.l f, and I would like to ask th • hon. 
member whether, when ho presents his prizes 
to the successful scholars in the schools in 
his electorate, he asks them to giYe him the 
pPdig-rrc of their ancestors on sonwwhat 
similar lines to what the hon. member gave 
to this House in connection with his own 
ancef'tors. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: I am pretty sure that 
you have none. 

Mr. vYRIGHT: I must have had some 
otherwise I would not be here. I am just 
as proud of my ancestors as the hon. member 
for L\lbert is of his. In 1914 the hon. member 
deemed it necessary to describe his ancestors. 
but it is alleg·ed at the present time that 
he diso'"' ns his ance~tors nnd clai1ns IJOw 
that he is the onlv member of German 
descent who was able to hold his seat in 
Parliament during the late war and since 
the war. 

The TE'Vl:PORARY CHAIRMAI'<: The 
hon. member will not be in order in saying 
that the hon. member for Albert disowns 
his ance·tors. 

Mr. \\'RIGHT: I said it was alleged. 
Hon. J. G. ArPEI,: I am proud of my 

ll.ncestors, and I haYe neYer denied any of 
them. 

Mr. WRIGHT: " HansMd " shows that 
th•) hon. member was so anxious about his 
ancestors that he took the trouble in 1914 
to got into " Hansard" who tho,.e ancestor» 
\\~ere, and he oven wont back to the time of 
the Huguenots. I want to know does the 
hon. member ask tho children, before pre
sc nting them with the prizos, to give him 
the pedigree of their ancestors? The bigger 
the hon. member gets round the stomach 
th" more warped his mind becomes. 

0PrOSITION lYIE1IBER: That is dirty. 
Hon. J. G. APPJli,: It shows the type of 

the individual. 

l\lr. WRIGHT: The hon. member referred 
to my electorate and to my standing. I 
\\ant to say to the hon. member that I am 
proud of the land of my birth, and I am 
proud of my doings in Queensland. The 
hon. member has always argued that he 
would like to see immigrrrnts coming hero. 
I am proud of having been an immigrant, 
and I am proud of being able to stand up 
here and say eo. The hon. member would 
like to see coming to Que;•nsland the class 
of immigrant who is prepared to work for 
low- wag·t:s and " scab " ·when " scabbingn is 
required. 

:\lr. MORGAN (Jfurilla): The hon. m:mber 
for South Brisbane appeared to be u: der the 
impr<'ssion that I hac! stated that the s>stcm 
of tuit:on by corrcspoudc11ce was goi:i1g to 
supplant the system of dllcation bv ;tinerant 
teachers. I d(d not wish to give that impros
:-ion, and in looking over tny speech in the 
discussion or, the Yotc for the '·Chief Office" 
I rlo not th;nk such an impressiou could bo 
giYClL I stated-

" In m:: electorate some of the children 
are being !.aught under that svstem and 
in son1c cases the pa1 nt.s are ~dis .... at'isfiecl 
and would prefer to have an itinerant 
t,•achcr Yisiting then1.'' 

\Ye haYo the correspondence cl" ·S nst •m in 
operation in the Murilla electorate. Some
pareuts have told me thl'y \Yould pr~ fer to he 
Yisltcd h.v the itinerant ~chool teacher in 
proforonce to the correspondenc~· clas c•,, while 
othc•rs ha,·e stated thot the,· prefer the cor
r·espondence classes to the itinerant teaching. 
1 \\ 1sh that to be made plain. I rccoguise 
that good work is being douc m,der both 
sy~t'1 ill3 in localities v. here children are 
unable to att:'ncl schooL<. It mav not be 
]lOE'siblo for itinerant teachers to v'isit eYerv 
farnily in fln electorate .~uch as n1in:', but i'f 
an itinerant teacher could pav a -,;isit even 
two or three times a year to" the homos of 
lhe children \Yho ar2 recoi,~ing iu:-truction 
throngh the corre··pondence cl a," ~s. he could 
perhqps inotruct some of the panmts so as to 
enable them to help their rlddren. Somo 
parents prefer the itinrrant t 'Hchor because 
he can visit thorn and spend an hot:r or two 
in g-iying then1 per:~onal instrnctjon. In
strnction by letter is not as goorl as rwrsonal 
in'truction. The parents would thus bo 
assisted in carrying out the od!lcntion of 
their children. I would like the two systems 
of cduration to be 1"orkerl in conj1;Tiction 
with oach other as far as possibl:•. I would 
emphasise the claims for consideration of the 
childr('D Y\·ho happen to he a long wav from 
schcol. \Vhcrc a man does not receive an 
income of £208 a year he should be allowed 
£30 extra to enable him to send his children 
a wav from ho'lle. I do not think £30 a vear 
is quite enough. but it would be a great 'help 
to people in this position. The same thing 
should apply to families living a long dis-

Mr. Morg.xn.] 
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tance from schools. If the Government are 
able to render assistance to tho extent of 
£30, jAO, or £50 a year in the \vay I ·:avc 
ind~cated, sin'lilar assistanc_.... could be g1ven 
to those people. They could then either 
en1ploy a governess to instruct the cl.1ildren, 
or cloc, if th mother is capable of lmpart
ing jnstructwn personally, she could 01nploy 
some help in the hotnc so as to give her tirnc 
to instruct the children. \:Vhilc lllOthers may 
be capo blc, unfortunately the ·awouut of 
honschol d work thcv ha YO to do prevents 
them fro.n per onally"instrueting the ch:ldr:n. 
These people arc a big acsct to the State, 
aiH] thcv sl10uld be encouraged to rNlr th 'lr 
children- in the co:mtry di.triets. I think the 
childrcu in the couLt~y di::;lrict~ arc entitled 
to all the facilities we cJn gi\·e them. 

1\lr. F.\TITIELL (llocUtamzJ!on): I i-,h to 
1ncntion t\\u or three subjcctt~ in s1waking on 
this vote. The fir.-Jt i-; thr continued attack 
b:; the load r of the Opposition on th.o poli~y 
of the Teachers' Union in prohibiting· prize
giving in sehools, the second the matter of 
di,trict rxhibits, and the third the matL·!· 
of sc],ool liln aries. 

:Ylr. MOORE: I did not deal with school 
libraric· 

Mr. F ARTIELL: 'l'ho hon. member may 
not havo dealt \Yith them, but I propose to do 
'o. Let n1c rpp:at agrtin th:tt the derision of 
the teachers to do awav with prize-giving in 
schools was a ·decision .. not of the executive 
of the union, but of the teachers from all 
parts of Q:~c nsland gatlwrcd togl'lhcr i'1 
conference. All phases of tho question were 
placed h0forc the conf0runcc, ;1 nd on ·each 
Of'casion the~ vote in favour of the abolition 
of prizes in StatP schools \\·as practieally a 
unrmlwous decision. 

Mr. MooRE: \Vhy don't you get the ::Yiinis
ter to endorse it? 

Mr. FARRELL: Who is in a better position 
than the teachers themselves to sav ·rhcthcr 
p.rizc-r_:iv<n~ in the schoo1s is a goOd or bad 
thing? I ha vc had personal cxpu·icnce of 
teaching in schools wh.:re prizes have been 
given. and later when prizes have been 
aholi>!Jcd. eo tktt I can speak \vith soma 
dcp;:·:'C of authority on the effect of prizo
gi v-ing in schools. The syst.t:m of granting 
prizes to children in the schools for merit. 
01' sLtppo,ed merit. is altogether wrong in prin
Ciple. I have found from experienc2 that the 
pnz<' winnC'l' in the school-the boy \vho can 
win the prize without any trouble at all
turns out to be the worst citizen in futuro life 
in the majority of cas·:'"· 

Mr. KELSO: That is not con·act. 
1\Ir. FARRELL: Will the hon. member 

allow me to make my speech? 
Mr. KELSO : You are not old enough. 

Mr. FATIRELL: I hope to God that I 
shall never rcaC'h that stqge v;hrn I have to 
com8 to tl1o s8mc conclusions as the hon. 
member. The boy or girl-ps.rticularly the 
bov-who lwcomrs the best. citizen in after 
life is tho boy who has plodded along in his 
school en rcer. 

GoVERlOIEKT ME~IBERS: Hear. hear ! 
Mr. MORGAN and other Opposition members 

intcrjedxl. 
'fhe TE'\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order · 

Mr. F AHTIELL: Thank you for protecting 
me. Mr. Gled,on. The hon. member has not 
had much exnerience in these matters, and 

. (Mr. Morgan. 

apparently does not wish to hear the views 
of anyone who has had experience. 

}lr. MooRE: I do uot oltJect "t all. 

Mr. F ATITIELL: The boy \\ ho afterwards 
! lC'<'olnc-:; the best citjzen and n·ucho\ tho 
highest place in public a11d commercial life 
In the connnuuity i.s not the boy V\ho IS 
brilliant at school and gains prizes with
ULlt any effort at all. It is the bov who 
plods through his school course w~1h Concen
trcltjon and appiieation. <1nd Yer_,· ofL11 \vith
<_Jut "'inning a prize, y,-ho has a good career. 
Iu 1ny ovvn cxp-'rie11ce the IH'lL.U w.nncr 
has Lot been the boy who hi's \\Ol·kcd hardest 
:1 t ~chool. Every ·school has it~ sy~tcn1 oJ 
rnarks, under "\Y hi eh at the end of e\"er-;.,r n1011th 
or qnartcr the positions which th_ pu,.;-ils have 
relatively rained are denoted by the JlOoition> 
they Of'ClllJY in their clas:se'·. Therd is not 
one t acher who will di3agrec with me when 
I >a_-;- that, taking a twelve rnonths' course, 
after the first six months have gone. thoro is 
J'arcl-;;- a change in position in the clas-. 
for the remainder of the vcar. One or two 
b)_,_;; trta_\. chaugJ their i)cQ.itions, but the 
relative ]lO··itions of the boy~ r__•Jnain the 
san1c. It ,cJocs not n1attcr ho;v rnany prizes 
y~)U give, or how n1any diff,'rcnt snbj '<'ts you 
give prizes for. the teacher cnuld ''rite dovvn 
irnrncdiutely that the boy who wn::; sitting 
in the back seat of his cla· > 1' ould win all 
the prizes without anv pffort at. all. 'fho 
giving of prizes not oniy has a h1.-d influence 
on the child, but al,o has a tr'I dr,nc· to 
prevent the teacher from playing the g·ame. 
As the hon. mcmb(Ir for Barcoo Jl' i led out, 
the disappointment on the face of the :;-oun~
ster who has shiven hardest durirg the: year 
RJ;d ha-; n1ade certain adYancen1cnt in ~i:; 
cla,s. \\hen he sees the bov in the back scat 
getting the prize~, is sufficvient to i_;.Uuce tho 
teacher to admit straight away that the 
sy·,ten1 is \,rong. 

2\Ir. KELSO interjected. 
:\[r. FAlUtELL: The hon mr·mbcr does 

not kno"\v what he is talking about. 
Mr. KELSO: I have given prizes myself, 

and I know. 
Mr. FARRELL: That is the extent of the 

hon. n1on1ber s intelligence-if ynu give a 
shilling to the Salvation Army, you know 
ali about the Salvation Army's work. The 
hon. member do(•?, not know anything of what 
he is 'alking about, and he had better listen 
to others. 

I\fr KELSO again interjected. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hoC~. member is entitled to speak with
out interrupfon. I do not object to an hon. 
member interjecting if the interjection is 
likely lo be useful, but continual interjec
tions are not in order, and I ask the hon. 
member for Nundah to cease making them. 

'l\lr F ARRELL: I was saying that tlw 
dicappoir:tment of that child is quite suffi
cient for the teacher to determine to do 
u1vay wi h nrizes altogether. The value of 
the prizes themselves is not an incentive t-o 
tl,e bovs sitting in the back seat who win 
the prizes to work hard. 

Let me deal with the qnestion a little 
further from 'he teacher's point of view. I 
Cj'lnte the exnericnce of mv brother, who is 
R.t nroscnt tho hcncl ma<ter nf one of the 
largest schrols in •he State. He was at one 
t'•-np tAorhinfi at th<' Rockhampt<'n Central 
RoYs' R,..hnol, aPd •here was a nrlze-g-iving 
day. Prior to the day the teachers of the 
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various classes were informed of the sub· 
j ects tor w mch the prizes were to be allotted, 
and the teacher of each class was asked to 
conduct examinations to see which boys 
shGulu win thorn. 1 may say tha. the chair
man of the committee of the school was at 
this time one o£ the leading doctors in Rock
hampton, and on the list of donations to 
pronde pnzes was a ·donation by that doc.or 
of ten guineas. My brother submitted the 
names of the prize winners tu the head 
master. He looked through the list. There 
we1c the names of the boys who won the 
prizes for mathema1ics, history, geography, 
good attendance, and so on. The head 
master said to my !:>rather, " I do not sec 
the name uf the son of the doctor, who is in 
your class. I do not see that he has won a 
prize, Mr. Farrell." My brother replied, 
"l'\o; he is the worst boy I have in my 
class." " But, Mr. Farrell," said the head 
mas er, "Doctor so-and-so gave ten guineas 
to the sub,cription list to provide prizes." 
My brother replied, " \Vel!, the position is 
absulutely as I have told you, and if prizes 
arc to he given, those are the winners, and 
the doctor· s son is one of the worst bovs in 
my class." On prize-giving day my brother 
VIas surprised to find that a special prize had 
bPcn ).liven by the head master to the doctor's 
son, nnd it was given for general proficiency. 
The bicgest fool that he had in his class 
received a prize for general proficiencv, 
awarded by the head master! · 

Mr. MoORE: Every child gets that now. 
l\Ir. F ARRELL : There is an instance of 

how the system will, consciously or uncon· 
sciously, affect 1 he teacher himself-where a 
head master, who was not inclined to hurt 
the feelings of his doctor friend, had to give 
a special prize for "general proficiency." 
T.hat is the case from the teacher's point of 
Vl€W. 

Mr. MOORE: That is only ono case. 
Mr. FARRELL: It it happens in only 

one case, it is sufficient justification for 
doing away wi:h the system. 
. J\Ir. MooRE: According to your argument, 
1f one member of Parliament is a fool, you 
ought not tu have a Parliament at all. 

J\1r. FARRELL: The system is altogether 
wrong, and the fact that the teachers them
sclves-\Yho know what they arD talking 
about and have ha·d actual experience
have come to the ·decision that prize-giving 
is wrong and does not bring about the results 
claimed for it by hon. members opposite is 
sufficient to iustify the Minister. 

Mr 2\1oonE: I claim that the Minister 
should bP the man to do it-not the Teachers' 
Union. 

1\Ir. FARRELL: I know the hon. member 
has been up against unions all his life, 
whether the Teachers' Union or any other 
union. 

2\1r. MOORE: The teachers .are not unani
mous. 

J\Tr. FARRELL: The teachers are abso
lutclv nnanimous. The hon. member said 
the other clay that they were " squibs." 

Mr. Moo RE : I said the T.eachers' Union 
squibbed when it came to the point. 

l\Ir. FARRELL: The secretarv of the 
union will hear it this time. " 

Now I shall quote the case of two schools 
in Rockhampton in support of my argument 
-one school where prizes had not been given 

for seven or eight years, and another school 
where prizes were given right up to the time 
when the Teachers Union preYente·d it. The 
results at the first school-the Bovs' Central 
School-show that it is one of the best schools 
in Queensland. The departmental reports 
go to prove that, and the scholarship results 
achieved by it in 1923 were the best of any 
school in Qneensland. It is a school where 
prizes have not been given for ten years. 
Then take the other school, not half a mile 
away, whero prize-giving was in vogue, and 
where the attendance is double that at the 
Boys' Central School. The results are 
exactly the opposite. The inspector's reports 
are qnsatisfactory; the scholarship results 
are unsatisfactory; the general control of 
the school has been unsatisfactory. That is 
an absolu:e fact-the school where no prizes 
were given is the school which any of the 
officials will tell you is one of the model 
schools in the State. So the fact that vou 
giye prizes to children at the end of 'the 
year is not an incentive to them. 

The leader of the Opposition still sticks to 
his statement that the Teachers' Uniun pre
vents t<:>achers of yocational classes and rural 
schools from ·displaying exhibits at country 
shows. That is absolutely wrong. The union 
does not interfere at all, because the teachers 
rPcog-niso i hat the results of the teachers' 
worl{ are shown by an exhibit by the voca
tional classes and rural schuols. The results 
of the domestic science, woodworking, car
p~ntcring, saddlery, and other classes are 
shown. 

Jl.lr. lVIOORE: \Vhat about needle-work? 
1\'Ir. F ARRELL: If needle-\\·ork is taught 

in dolne:;:tic science classes in vocational 
schools. the Teachers' Union dues not object 
to exhibits of such things, because they are 
a reflex of the work that is being done in 
the, school. 

The SErRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Provided that they shall not be competitive. 

Yl"r. FARRELL: Of course'. tlwv shall not 
be competitive. It is to .cxh;bits bv the 
ordinary primarv schools thaj the Tn..,r>hnrs' 
Union objects, and for this reason: Can any 
hon. member tell me that an exercise b0ok, 
a copy book, or a map drawn bv .a vouncstPr, 
or a g£lrment made bv a you"""g~t"r shows 
the r<>sult of the teache1·'s work in the twE'lve 
ll"unths? Anvbody who suvgests such a 
thinc does not know the vcrv rud'm<>nts of 
crluPot·ion. or one of the first dntins of a 
teacher in a primary school. I th'nk the 
cmestion is best treated bv a ountntion from 
thr report of ::\1r. Inspector Mutch. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
'I'he report says-

" 'The man in the strcr>t' still thinks 
that the great use nf n -.:chrol f'dl!e'ltion 
is to teach the pupil th:nr;R. whereas tho 
chief work of a teacher is to mould, 
chPf'k. and redlrert the punil's i 111nu1Res, 
fe0ling-s. and tcnclenciC>s. -:o a" to bring 
him into adiustment wirh his eYcr
wirl<'ning em·ironmcnt-physical, social, 
and cultural." 

You are going- to display it b, .• phcing n 
map of Rus~ia, or an excr-c~~'30 bonk, or a 
copv hook, along,ide the ht IJio: or the 
pumpkin in the show! The teachers have 
objected to a.nybodv coming alorg and judg
ir1g the work of their school fro-n a cop,\' 
book, exercise book, or a map. Here again 
I have had experience of what has taken 

Mr. Farrell.] 
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place in these clas;;es. I have been in 
'chools and taught in schools where copy 
lJOoks and exerci:-u~ books aro prepared for 
the show, and for sev<m or eight weeks before 
the show trrkes place the best writer in the 
dass is put in a little desk by hirmcl [, and 
does nothing for that period except write up 
exP-reise books and copy books. In a let 
of mses-this was stated in public at the 
Teachers' Conference-the copy books are 
written up by teachers tlwmseh·es. It is 
to protect that tcar·her from himself thrrt tho 
'Teachers' Union has issued the ordo•· that 
there 'ha 11 be no more exhibits of school 
work at the variom shows. 

M·r. KELSO: The union runs the dq~art
mont. 

Mr. F ARRELL : The union does not run 
the department. At the head of the depart
ment to-day are two gentlemen ho up to 
the time of their appointment were members 
of the Queensland Teachers' Union. The 
chief inspector wa.; president of the ()ueens
land Teachers' lJnion, and is recognisPd as 
·ono of the ablest authoritie> wo have on 
.education. 

J\1r. KELSO: That is so. 
Mr. FARRELL: It was during the ti,ne 

that he \Yas president of the union that this 
'()rder came into fmce-prohibiting school 
exhibits at the various shows. iYhat is the 
good of blaming the Teachers' Union? The 
members of the Opposition adopt tho same 
attitude towards the Teachers' Union as they 
rlo to all other unions, and they arc the same 
gontlemPn \Yho absolutely rduseJ to allow 
the teachers to form a uniou. It wn< this 
Governme:Jt \\llO gave the teachers !he right 
to form an industrial union, and the right to 
go to the Arbitratwn Court to obtain decent 
conditions. The crowd sitting in Opposit:on 
are the crowd who swea tcd the teachers by 
paying clrrbificd kachers £2 per Wl'<!k, and 
now they are complaining about the Teachers' 
l~nion because 1hc union, through lts 
executive and thrvugh its officers, is going 
tJ do so:ncthing for the education of tLe 
kiddies of Qu0cnsJand, and is going to turn 
·cut real citizens, and not a lot of exercise 
books and copy b,:oks to be placed alongside 
fa.t pigs at the ccuAry shows. I am Yery 
pleased that the union has issued this order 
against the displal of school exhiuits from 
primary schools at the various shows. for the 
reason that it does not ronresent the work 
that the teacher is doing iri the school. 

Mr. KELSO : Did the hon. ;·ent!eman say 
~' order" ? 

Mr. FARRELL: Of course I said " oTder." 

Mr. KELSO: I thought the hon. geEtlcman 
said it was done h) the Chief Inspector Y 

Mr. F ARRELL: It is no use tl'ying to 
explain anything to anyone who has not 
sufficient brains to understan:l what I am 
talking about. The Queensl:tnd Teachers' 
Union took up the attitude that the teacher,, 
should turn out from the school bovs and 
girls who could think for themsclv ·,, and 
not be more machir,cs. Some of tho tea('hers 
recog·rise that th<·ir chief duty is to fo-rm 
the character of thG children. and not to 
turn out cramme.1 machines to take their 
places in after life. Some of them recognise 
that their chief duty is not to display copy 
~oaks at shows,_ lcut. to give such grounding 
In 1ncntal tra1<11ng, 111 cultural trajning, and 
physical training. and particularlv in so 
<:leveloping the msthetic taste that, when 

[1llr. Pan·elt. 

he leayes school, hc- will be fitted to take 
his place as a mdul citizen of the State. 
That is the wnrk of the teacher. Th" work 
of the teacher is not the showing of copy 
books at different shows or in being pbced in 
the humiliating position of having to provide 
a special prize for general proficiency for the 
{loctor's son. 

Mr. KELSO: The doctor's son seems to have 
got on your brain 

Mr. F ARRELL: The hon. gentleman has 
nm·er disphyc-d sufficient brains for anything 
to get on them. 

I would like to say something in conn0ction 
with school libraries. There has been a 
reduct'on in the Yote by nearly £185. I 
hope that there will be more co-ordination 
between the various schools of arts in Queens
land and the different schools, so that there 
rnay be an inton:bango of reading xnattcr 
between the school libraries and the juvenile 
libraries in the ''c·hools of arts. Xothing 
tends to broaden a child's mind, and rcothing 
tends more to cultural development than 
reading, and thoro should be more co-ordina
tion between the juvenile libraries in the 
schools of arts and the libraries in tho schools 
"' that the chi:drcn would huYe a larger 
number of books to chose from. 

~Ir. KELSO: ThPy might read something 
about war there. 

Mr. F ARRELL: That is just about the 
height of the intelligence of tho hon. gentle
mau. For the sake of the kidclies of Quecns
h·nd, it is a good job that the hon. me.nber 
will never be in a position to conta ninate 
their mind" about war. 

Mr. KELsO: Th0 hon. gentleman should be 
the last to talk about contamination. 

Mr. FARRELL: You get up in your place 
rmd say anything about me. Go on ! Say it 
c'thcr• in here or outside! I would like it 
better outside. iV'c do not '"wt contamina
tion by people of the type of the hou. mem
ber. I would not say contarniuation by mem
ber-' of the Opposition because I know it is 
nut genom! a.nongst all nwmbcr> o£ the 
Oppos:tion. Some of them are \ ery decent 
fellows. The advar;tages of school libraries 
to children cannot be ovcr-osti ,natcd. and I 
hope the ~Iinister will give some considera
tion to the enlarging of the cchool libraries 
o~, trJ n1aking con ... ~itions easier \vh-ercby the 
children can obtain greater advantage 
through the school libraries. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES (TVarwick): The hon. 
member for Nundah has revivlld the question 
of the obligation of the State under the 
Public Son-ice SupNannuation Act. Unfor
tunutclv \VC fi11d ours(_d ,.e'1 .1 ft-0r Y·" us of 
cr)n..,jder[ttion just exactly l'VhQrC vve were 
when rlt_e qnL·~1irJn ~,v·2s nuscd in this Chmnber 
yeo.n ag·o· YYe were I<Jld then that the 
luattE·r v•.-as under consideration. The G<JYI r:r: 
mcnt aJ'i: too slow by far in giving con
siJcl'atic·n tc some questlon;; T~e ohlJg,1tion 
Df the State in this particular direction has 
been clearly set out, and indc,ed, if it were 
icss clearly "Ot ant, the obligation of the 
State would be none the le'cS. In lookmg up 
'

1 I-Iansard" in connection with the n1attcr, 
I find that JHr. Macartney, when speaking 
in 1912 on the introduction of the Public 
SerYice Superannuotion Act \1 hich he had in 
charge, said-

" A special right is concGded to these of 
forty years of age and upwards. U pan 
paying a lesser contribution, they can pay 



Supply. [25 SEPTEMBER.) Supply. llll 

us for retirrt1f.:nt at the ago of seventy 
years. It may be stated that all contri
butors otherwise are made to contr1buto 
in respect of retiromor:t at the ago of 
sixtv-fi vo vean, .and the contributions 
ceas'e "hen' the contributor arrives at that 
ago. In the case of those oflice•·s to whom 
I have just n·ferred, of forty and up
wat·ds, they can, if they so elect, contri
bute to fcur units of insurance aud 
annuity payable at sovonty years of ago, 
in which caso they pay a lesser stun." 

At 12.39 p.m., 
The CHA!R)L\N re,umecl the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : The question was 
.ngain refcned to by myself in the yeat' 
1921, as ~"·ill be seen fron1 "Hansard," page 
1574. This matter was brought up by me 
at the instance of public servants. The 
regret in my mind is that the matter is still 
under consideration whereas it should have 
been decided once and for all. The notice 
that was issued at the particular time is 
~pecially clear. It reads-

" CL:.ss C AXIl D. 
" MALES 40 AND OVER. 

" If you contribute under tables B, D, 
F, or H, you will acquire the right to 
remain in the service until the age of 
seveuty, and your contributions will con
tinue until that age. when your rights to 
incapacity allowance, if you have con
tributed for that benefit, will cease, and 
ycur HlLlll.t,~.- ''ill cornrneucc, and if you 
l1avc contributed for assurance, the snn1 
aosured wi!l be payable at death, or you 
Jnay, on rctirr-rncnt, exchange for an 
aUd;tional annuity accordi11g to its value. 

" Dated, Public Service Superannua
tion Board Office, Br;;,Lune, December, 
1912. 

"(Signed) RoBER'l' RcxnLE, 
"Manager. 

"Public Service Superannuation 
Board Oilice." 

It would appear that the department were, 
to a certain extent, in i~?;norance of tho 
existence of the contract, because the 
Attornev-General at that time stated at 
page 1575-

" ln view of the opinions expressed hy 
hon. gentlemen on the question, he wo:rld 
exannne. the circuhr and go into the 
matid'. Ho had never >een or heard of 
the circular previously, but he now would 
go in eo the matter and see \V hat '' ·t-3 
behind iL He \1 aut<'d t11 rio justic,_, to 
eycryl-·ody. 

"Mr. G. P. BAR)IES (1Varu:ick): He 
thought the statement of the Minister 
was satisfactory. They understood that 
the Gm·crnment were in ignorance of 
the matte!'. 

"The Attorney-General: I am not 
saying that at all. I sav I havo not 
seen or heard of tho circubr. 

"Mr. G. P. l3ARXES: If the Committee 
were gi,·en to understand that fair play 
was to be afforded to these men, the 
matter could reasonably bo dropped. No 
one should be victimised." 

It is dearly set out there that the State 
is undo! an obligation to do its duty by those 
men wtth v, horn tt entered into a contract. 
Hon. members on this side stand. for honour
ing all contracts that may have been made. 

Mr. ThlAXWELL: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARN'ES:. We call upon the 
GoYornmont to give consideration to this 
matter. They have beon considering and 
slecpillg over the matter, and the ti.ne has 
now an-ivcd when a decision should be 
FLrr1Yed at and made known. 
Th~ s~cRETAHY FOR PUBLIC' IKSTRUCTION: 

Who passed that legislation? 
Mr. G P. BARNES: It "as passed in 

J 912 bv Mr. Macartnev. If the Minister will 
leak t~p '· Hansard" 'for 1921, at page 1580, 
he will sec all about it. 

A good deal hns been said about prize
giving. J for one, at any rate, have thought 
EO much in connection with that matter that 
I have given an annuity Htlued at ten 
guineas a year for prizes a.t the \VMwick 
High School for all time. That shows that 
I have a little faith in the value of prize
gtvmg. It certainly might not have the 
same significance in connection with the 
primary schools, but in all the schopls wh.tch 
I lwve attended-even the 1\'annck High 
Schcol, where prizes are distributed nach 
yoar-prize-giYing is a distinct pleasurc- to 
the recipients, but, when one secs the clap
pircg of hands and the joy of those who have 
failed, he begins to realise that those who 
have failed to receive prizes reJoice in seeing 
the success of their fellows. 

Th·· SEcnET.\RY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRl'CTION: 
That may appear on the surface, but cheers 
arc not always indicative of \vhat is really 
[(•lt. 

Mr. G. P. BAR"'ES: 'Tlwre was nothing 
enperficial in the cheers. I believe that they 
exhibited the finest evidcncD of pleasure that 
could be imagined. Everywhere when the 
bcro is mccossful, whether in sport or other
•:ise, that feeling is manifested. Last 
Saturday sports were held in connection 
with all the schools of vVarwick, and no one 
would say that the pleasure manifested in 
the success of the heroes of the day was 
anything but sincere. , 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRT:CTION : 
D() you think that ph)·sicetl effort is of any 
value in the child's education? 

Mr. G. P. RAR\JES: We all appreciate 
the value of all effort in life. 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLTC INSTRrCTlO::-l : 
How are you going to value physical effort? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Whilst there may 
b,, a great deal in what is put forward by 
hon. members on the other side. l am quite 
sure that a distinct pleasure results from 
prize-giving in many directions. On the 
other hand, I agree with the hon. member 
foL' Rockhampton in this sense, that boys 
and girls who are successful in life arc those 
,,-ho stick at it all the time. A bright girl 
or bov may eventually go down. but the 
plodder will come through in life. I re
mon1ber reading some ye-ars ago, a staternent 
made bv a leading American to the dfcct 
that he· had watched the careers of thou
sands of men from bovhood up, and those 
who finallv succeeded 'in reaching the top 
in life wet:e those who posscss(•d the gift of 
" sticking at it." Some people \Yho rely 
on their ahilitv do nothing-. A child was 
being asked a <luestion in n~~Y presence about 
rn·eparation for· an exan1inatjor!, and he sajd, 
" I have only got to read that over and 
that will be all right." He wes surP of the 
result once he read it over. But that is no 
justification for a w holesalc condemnation 
of the giving of prizes. The g-ladness of 

Mr. G. P. Bnme.3.) 
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both parents and children gives me so much 
pleasure in connection wtth the rhstnbutwn 
of prizes that no order should go out from 
the department prohibitiug them in our 
schools. 

Unfor. unately, every year one has to listen 
to remarko as to the fatlure of the Depart
meut of l'ublic Instruction in the matter of 
providing teachers' residences. The depart
ment has faile·d to meet the needs of my dis
trict in ,his matter. For years the people 
of Maryvale and Moqnt Gordon have asked 
for such. provision, and only last week I 
r0ceivcd information from 1Iount Gordon 
as to the claims of the district for the erec
tion of a teacher's residence. As has been 
pointed out, the Department of Public 
Ins ruction should control to the fullest extent 
the erection of buildings. Instead of that it 
is a matter largely controlled by the Depart
ment of Public 'Narks. and that department 
may or may not be in sympathy with the 
object. Reference to a second department 
provides an easy means of excuse for the 
building not being gone on with. I press the 
rights of the Mount Gordon and Maryvale 
people for the erection of teachers' residences 
in those distric: s. 

Mr. MOORE (1iubigny)·: In reply to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, let me say 
that l did not go into the ethies of whether 
it was a good thing or a bad thing to give 
prize> in schools. I said that it should be 
the Dopartment of Public Instruction that 
gives orders and not the Teachers' Union. 
Certainly, many arguments could be advanced 
fat and against prize-giving. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTION : 
Prizes are givPn in son1e schools now. 

Mr. MOORE: Yes; bl!t the teacher rnns 
a risk of being kicked out of the union or of 
gc·ting a reduction in his salary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTION : 
No. 

Mr.· MOORE: I am not stating something 
that I know nothing about. I r·ccei\·ed a 
letter from a teacher saying that he ran the 
risk of expulsion from the union, which 
meant being kicked out of his job or having 
his salary reduced, if he persc,Ld in priw
giving. But that is not the question. The 
question is who is to exercise control? I 
consider the argument of the hon. member 
for Rockhampton against the showing of 
school war k is not worth a snap of the 
fingers. He stated that a teacher was dis
honest enough to write an exercise for a 
child and exhibit that exercise as the child's 
work. That argument is not worthy of con
sidNation. If a teacher was so dishonest as 
to do that, he should not be retained in the 
service. 

Mr. FARRELL: I said that the fact was 
admitted at the Teachers' Conference. 

Mr. MOORE: A teacher like that has no 
right to be in the department. To say that 
a teacher wonld be prepared to stoop to 
deceit and 11ut in an exercise written by 
himself, pretending that it was a child's 
work is net an argument against the show
ing of pupils' work. 

Mr. FARRELL: The restriction will have the 
effect of protecting teachers against them
selves. 

Mr. MOORE : The argument merely 
proves that ·hat teacher has no right to be 
retained in the service. It is not an argu-

[Jifr. G. P. Barnes. 

ment against prize-giving or against show 
exhibits. 

Thz SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Who gives the prizes? 

l\1r. MOORE: What for? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTION : 

The prizes you are referring to 
Mr. MOORE: The parents, as a rule. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 

Yes-not the department. It is ou,side the· 
jurisdiction of the department. 

Mr. MOORE: Outside the jurisdiction of 
the department ! Is it outside the juri>_dic
tion of the department to say how the vanous 
activities of the schools shall be conducted? 
Imtcad of that, we find those activities 
being dictated by an outs:de authority. The 
fact is that the department are not game to· 
take a stand one way or the other, and t!'ey 
allow an ou side body to dictate their policy. 
In many instances teachers have the1r :'wn 
opinions on the snbject, and they consider 
what is best for the various schools. In 
some cases thev consider prize-giving an 
ad vantage. If the department say that it is 
ao-ainst regulations to giYe prizes, the 
t;achers are perfectly justifted in obeying 
that regulation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRUCTION : 
Do you suggest that regulations should be 
brought in to abolish prize-giying? 

Mr. l\IOORE: No. I object to an outside 
body giving instruction~ on a ques+ion like 
this. If a teacher carr•<'s out \Yhat he con
siders best for "the children and distributes 
prizes, he is likely to lose some salary or to 
bP kicked ant of the department. 

The SECRETARY FOil PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you believe in preference to. unionists? 

:i\1r. ::l.100RE: I am not going to allow 
the hon. gentleman to draw a red herring 
across the trail and say whether I am thts 
or whether I am that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do vou want me to smash the Teachers' 
Fnion? 

Mr. MOOTIE: \Vhat nonsense the Minister 
is tn lking ! I do not care twDpcrcc \Yhcthe-r 
the Teachers' Union is smashed that way or 
not. That union is there for a particular 
purpose-to protect the interests of the 
teacher~ in definite dlrcction~-to sec as far 
as possible that they arc. efficient and that 
thcv receive nrop0r condition'<. Tllf'Y are 
not there to dictate the policy of the depart
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INRTRL'CTIOX : 
\Vhat have they to do with prizes? 

Mr. MOORE: I take it that th<• department 
has jurisdiction OYer ih teachers. If it con
sidcJ:s the ehowinv at exhibitions is beneficial, 
and that it is likelv to oncomap-0 children 
and rriye thr·m an ince-ntive to ~\York. it is for 
the dPpart+ncnt to say that thnt nrinciple 
shall be laid down-r>ot for en on!s1d0 body 
to say what shall or shall not be a llowc·rl. The 
r0esons given h:v the hon. mernhcr fo• Rock
hnmpton an' hcncath notice. although I_ be
lieve- r-ome vcrv good rf'a<::mJs \Yf'rc g1von 
both for and agaimt these subjects in con
ference. 

The SECRETAIW FOR PUBLTC IxSTR1!C1'ION: 
Tf the department already gives prizps in the
form of scholarships, why do you want more? 

Mr. MOClRE: If the Miniot0r is going to 
sit supinely by and allow teachers to dictate 
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as to how the department shall ~onduct its 
work, it is not my picnic, it is the hon 
gentleman's. I still have the liberty of pro
testing against such a procedure. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton seems to think I 
was afraid to express my opinion bccarrse 
of the Teachers' Union, or pos-ibly bccau '' 
some member of that union was in the Cham
ber and might object to my utterances. 

Mr. FARRELL: I said nothing like that. 

Mr. MUOHE: I put forward a particular 
case and object to the department being 
controlled by any outside body. I am per
fectly open about my attitud _ I asked >vhy 
no exhibit was forthcoming from the voca.
tional clasges at C'row's Nei;t. So1ne two vears 
ago those exhibits were made, and they did 
a lot of gooJ and had considerable eclucation>tl 
valu-e. \Vhon I asked whv thcrt' was no 
exhibit this year, I was told that the Teachers' 
Ullion objected. Since I brought the matter 
np in this Chamber, the hon. member for 
Rockhampton has got up and said that the 
teachers do not object to that class of exhibit, 
but to another class of work being shown. 
I made my statements perfectly openly. I 
can s·ee no difference betwccu showing 
v;.-ork taug·ht in school bv a necdlE:'-\vork rn is
tress and that taught i!1 a don10nic science 
car for YOC'1tional purposes. The hon. mem
lwr for Rockhampton said the teachNs would 
allow the one but not the other to be shown. 
It is a question for the Department of Public 
Instruction to say whether teachers are to be 
allowed to submit exhibits in shows, and as 
to whether prizes shall be gin'n. That is 
not a question for an outside body. It is 
not a question of Pthics as to wlwther the 
system is good or bad. It is a question of 
whether the Department of Public Instruction 
shall rule or whether it will allow '"orno 
outside body to give or-ders. That is the stand 
I take. I have not the slig:htut ohjcction 
to the TPachcrs' lJ nion keeping within its 
OWH sphere of action. The departmellt should 
control its rnvn affairs. 

Mr. FARRELL: Do vou not thiuk tlw union 
should control its tc~chcrs ., 

Mr. l\lOORE: The union has no right to 
dictate the policy of the department. If 
the Minister thinks it advisable to give prizes 
or to exhibit at shows, that policy should be 
earri-:>d out~ and the tcaclwrs have no right 
to threaten the hon. gentleman. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PuBLic I:-;sTnccTro:-~: 
That is outside the jurisdiction of the depart
ment. ThPy arc not our shows, and the~- arc 
not our prizes. 
f2 p.m.l 

Mr. MOORE: The department rt'cogniscs 
the principle of preference to unionists, and 
if 11 man is expelled from the union, he will 
suffeJ' a reduction in salar,:. I object stronl!lY 
to the Teachers' Union dictating as to what 
shall be done, and I think it is time that the 
depa.rtment had full control over the work 
of the department. JYir. Inspector Mutch, in 
his report, says-

" The teachers arc as a hod T !oval to the 
department, and interested in their .,-ork: 
they perform their duties as a rule with 
a satisfactory degree of offici ency. But, 
as' in other ·departments of the· scrvic,·, 
only the superior manifest marked -dili
gence and merit; tho majority aro con
tent to complete the ordinary rounds of 
dut_y, but do not exert tbcmse!Yes to 
extend their knowledg<>, either of the 
subjects taught or of professional prin-

ciples and practice. The superior teacher 
keeps his mind alert and flexible, and is 
always pcady to cope with changing cir
curnstances.'' 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mcm
bPr has exhausted the time allowed him under 
thc Standing Orders. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): In my opinion 
this vote in connection with the Department 
of Public Inst,ruction is the most important 
vote of all as it deals with primary mstruc-

, tion, which is the founda.tion of 
[2 p.m.] society. I have listened very 

attentively to the debate that 
has taken place to-day, and I must admit 
that to some extent it has been instructive, 
not onlv to members of this Committee but 
also to· the people outside. 

I am in somewhn l of a puzzle about this 
question of giving prizes to the children. I 
know that up in my own electorate at a 
rlace n~tmcd after myself, Collinsville, which 
is on the Bowen coalfield, they took a very 
broad .-iew in connection with the distribu
tion of prizes, and I think the system 
followed there could well be followed 
throughout this State. The school com
mittee at Collinsville saw that every child in 
the school got a prize. That appears to 
me to be the right thing to do. It is all 
verv well to say that this child is a smart 
child, or that some other child is a dull 
child. What we want to get down to is 
that a lot depends on the environment of 
the child after it leaves school. In mahy 
cases tho borne surroundings arc very poor, 
and in other cases the home surroundings are 
verv good. The environment of the child 
has a great effect on the child's education. 
In my tmvcls to and fro in this great 
Commonwealth I have met men who have 
studied at different universities in Great 
Britain and in ihc Commonwealth, and I 
would class some of those whom I have met 
as the biggest nin"ompoops I have e.-er met 
in my life. That is not a reflection on the 
universities. The point I want to make is 
that it ,does not follow that the children who 
obtain the first prizes in our schools >tre 
going- to be the ~:neat men or groat womo11 
,,£ the future. I am reminded of a saying 
of :Mr. Gladstone, that, if all the men who 
had graduated from Oxford and Cambridge 
with "B.A." and "M.A." at th<.' c:·d of 
their names had been clever men, England 
would have been filled with clover men long 
''go; but we know that they were not all 
dcner men. 

Anything that will make the lot of the 
teachers in the country better in regard to 
school rE'sidonces should he done. I repeat 
w-hat I said during last session, that. if the 
people want their children to be educated 
in the manner in which they should be 
educated, they will have to pay fo1· 
it. In my opinion, there is not sufficient 
money on the Estimates to deal adequately 
with schools or school residences. In my own 
electorate I have a great deal of trouble to 
get the Department of Public Instruction, 
and also the Department of Public ·works, 
to think big enough. That is what is wrong 
with them-they never think big .enough. 
In regard to the school at Collinsville, I told 
the Seeretary for Public Instruction at "he 
time the first school was ask0d for that the 
place was going to grow. First of all, we 
erect-ed a tent school, and later on we 
ehifted an old school from Rochford. I 
said before it was removed that it would 

Mt·. Collins.1 
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be fDLmd to be too small, and we had to 
put addition' to it later on. I suppow 
the paint was hardly dry before it re
quired further additions. The department 
cann'?t think big enough, especially in a 
gro , mg electorate such as I repres"nt. I 
want the department to take a !•uger out
look than they have done in the past. The 
department ought to realise that growing 
agricultural eeL trcs arc going to be then~ for 
all time. They arc not like minm·al fields, 
v·hich cli<tppear from time to time. I hope 
that m:-· remarks will receive attontio·1. I 
rommnbee on one occasion, \vhcn 1ny attf'n
tion was dra\Yn by the late Secretary for 
Public Icstruction. the Hon. J. Huxham, to 
regulation so and so, that I ''rote him a 
letter back and said. " I hope that :mur 
regulations are rot tumlterablc like th:~ law:; 
o( the Modes and Persians." \Ye ha·;o to 
recognise that countrv distric-ts arc gro·,ying 
districts, and cver:-·thing should be uom' to 
give the children education. The children 
in the countr,: are on a different footing 
altogether to the children in the cities. I am 
a believer in the highest etlt1catiou whi .h it 
is pos,,ib1o for a n1an or \Yomrrn to get. I 
have always said that n mhn could hllV<' all 
the. culture of the centurie,', and yet ,wing 
a piCk and URe a shovel. \Vlwn I walk along 
Goorgo street and see all the children com.lP 
from the technical college at tlw rear of 
this building, I ask mvsc!f \Yhcthcr thee
are receiving the right 'kind of eduotio1;. 
If it is an education to en:;ble them to 
ese'ape from toil or useful \\ork, it is the 
wrong kind of education. My opinio;, is 
that vve arc getting tco nlc\ 1ly rnnn and 
\1omenfolk who want easy work and seek I o 
escape the hard work of the world which 
must be done. 

The CHAIRl\1AN: Order! The hon. 
member will have an opportunity of deal
ing with the s11bject of technical education 
on a not hor vote. 

Mr. COLLINS: I wandered a little bit. 
I ''as trying to make the point that we have 
not got technical colleges and schools in 
the part of the couutry which I represent. 
\Ve have a technical college' i11 Dowt•n. it is 
true, but there a1·e people in my electorate 
who are a hundred miles from the head 
centre and who cannot take achantag~ of 
thro h1ghcr system of education. 

Tho CHAIRldA~ : Order ! 

Mr. COLLIXS : I want to see the best 
trai11ed teachers sent into the conntr·; 
districts to impart education to the childre;, 
who liYe there. I hope that not onl:. the 
Department of Public Instruction, bnt alm 
the Department -of Public Vv' orks will s<'C 
when. we ~et a school approved: that th~ 
bmldmg of thr school takes place quickL, 
ar,d that we sh11ll not haYe to wait for 
\YCcks and weeks before anything is done. 
I remember that on ono occa,ion I had a 
pile of corrcs]1ondcnce about six inches h-igh. 
a!l de_a!mg wnh ono school, and 1 got tired 
of wntmg first to the Department of Public 
InstructiOn and then to the Department of 
Public \Vorks to find out when it as gcing 
to be bt1ilt. 

I want to draw the attention of the officers 
of the departmoJ1<: to anotlwr important 
matter. \Vheu a teacher ro,,igns, especially 
a woman.toacher-and in the North they very 
oft-en res1gn because they get married there 
--there should be no delay in the appoint-
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ment of a successor. Sometimes-! know 
it may not be the fault of the dopart
mont-I h1ne rcceiYed a lcttc'r to the drect 
thrlt a rPrtain tca{'her has re~igned a_,d that 
'' 1\iiss So-and-so" has boon appoi L:d. and 
tht>n perhaps jn a week or te.1 d~.-.-s I get 
another Lttcr telling n1c that th0 ~j_)[:lOint
r,wnt has been Cd.llcellcd and so .ne other 
teacher is being sent. I do not k .ow whether 
hor1. rnetnbcrs on the other side U:)U po:itical 
influr•nce to !H'oyort these ladies ft·o111 being 
L~kon away frorn tbcir elector<ttcs-Ca·lghtor) 
-but, at anv rate. what I say is quite true. 
I do not thi:;k thoro should be any dc:ay 
b2tvrcon th>J rr.:;;iQ'w-ttion of ono t )acher and 
th., appoit,t;nent~ of <Lnother. I '"". t the 
chilcircn to be taught. 

Jt is qnite true that I haYo a rural school 
in n:y electorate-that at Home ;Ji'l-and 
I r.ol ice one sentf~JlCC in the l'{'port in rcfcr
t'nC< to it. I suppose the gentlrrn" n '·' ho 
wroio thi~ report had the t~rcd feeling. 
lle says-

" At Home Hill the club work was 
dircr~tcd to hurnc flower and YL'g·ctalll\" 
garden'3, and special attention \va.s given 
io expcrimcnt:d .agriculture, beekeeping, 
and rnilk testing." 

One sentence in a report in conncctio~ \vith 
tho rural school i11 n1y elc-ctora te, v-;hich 
gi \TS very ljttlc iuforrnation at all ! I want 
another rura.l school in n1y electoratL': th:1t is 
to .n:--·, a1 i'rosf'r~1ine, vvLhich is a gro~ving 
clistr·id. I know the Minister is g: ,-,ng the 
matter fayourablo consideration, bctt I want 
to sec it established. Of course I oh l, be 
told, just as others ha Ye bcC'n told '-hen they 
n1akc application ir:. January for lJC,, ~chools 
or addit.ons to schools, that tho rcqJo-.t will 
be considered \Vh<-~n funds aru av:ul:lblc. I 
tun o~~e of thoso who bolicYo tllat, if \VG 

p:·ntc about our cclncational sy:3tE~.ll !lS being 
t.hi;,. that, or the othe,r thir:g, if ndiicicnt 
1noucv i~ not available uncl r c-xi·ting con
dit:or{s, then the n:oncy oughi 1o lle fou .d
{Ilear, hear !)-ana we ought to be a hie to 
doYisC' some mPans hv wh:ch it will be found, 
b cause a nation \Y.'ll be knosn not by the 
fevv schola1~ it turns out frocn <1 u·:iv-lrsity
thcy are all n:ry "ell in the-ir way-cut by 
llw culture of the common people-the groat 
n1as,, o[ the- pco~)lo, \Vho I hopo will in the 
future 1iYo in tho country, ju~t as t:wy haYe 
had to live in the country in the p· st. I 
hope they will not all drift to the cities. 
As in the country in rnany case"' the chlldrcn 
have to tide three and fcur m lcs to school, 
I hope the best t·,achors wi:t b · prov de d. 
If there are any uncla,sifL'd to.Jchor•, us they 
are called. by all means keep thum in Bris
bane and see that tlwy get properly ola-,ified. 
Jicre they have the aLh·ant'Ig-s of training 
schools an.d colleges-but at any ra.iJ give us 
in the country disUicts the best teache"s there 
are. 

:VIr. MAXWELL (Too1eong): Th'c hon. 
men1bcr for Kundah raised a qnc~tion in 
conncC'tion with thf~ treatnHmt n1ctc.J out to 
teachers who ha j reached the age lin1it. 
J want to quote from "Ha:lfard" of 1921, 
page 1575, to show that the Attorney-General, 
difrussing a. question ruiscd by tho hon. 
member for \\'indoor, then leader of the 
Opposition, said-

" In view of the opiniom expressed by 
hon. gentlcrr:r-n on the que~t io~1, he would 
examine the circular and go into the 
matter. He had never seen or heard of 
the cireular previously, but he would 
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now go into the matter anrl see what 
was behind it. He wanted to do justice 
to every body." 

It is now 1924, and I have not heard of 
one in~tance where justice has been meted 
<Out. Certain teachers came into this scheme 
under certain conditions that were laid down. 
I have here a document from ..\Ir. R.elld!e, 
the manager of the Pl!blic Service Super
annuation Fund. In this document certain 
questions are asked, and certain answers are 
giYen. The fir;:,t qucst1on is-

" \Vhat benefits can I obtain, and what 
shall I have : o pay for them ? " 

The answer is a table, and I would ask per
mission to have it inserted in "Hansard." 

The CHAIR...\'IAN : I am very sorry indeed 
that I am forced to apply ihis limitation to 
a member of the Opposition. I hope that 
my action will not be misunderstood and 
that it will not be considered that I am 
acting in a partial manner. I have con
sidered the question, and have come to the 
conclusion that the ins·crtion of tables in 
"Hansard" that are not read to the Cham
ber is very much out of order. In that 
way an hon. member can get material into 
~' Han~ard" that he otherwise could not get 
m dunng the ordinary time allotted by the 
Standing· Orders. That enables an hon. 
member to obtain an unfair advantage over 
other hon. members, and I hope that in the 
future hon. members will not ask to be 
granted that privilege. I ask the hon. 
member for Toowong not to press his 
request. He has the right to road the tabh 

HONOURABLE ME~JBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not iniend to read 
the table, as it will take a considerable 
time nnd I would not then haYc time to 
say what I desire on this vote; still, I realise 
the unporic;nce of it. I appreciate the man
ner in which you, Mr. Pollock, have ex
plained the position to me but at the same 
time I regret that I um th~ unfortunate indi
vidual who has been sacrificed. Lot me 
.:-·ontinu.c the questions and answers. Tho 
ucxt qut?-stions and answers are~ 

"Question-\Vhat is the difference 
between the two sets of tables? If you 
contribute under tables A, C, E, or G. 
your contributions will cease, and you 
will retire on the annuity at age sixty
fiye; you will then cease to have any 
right to any incapacity allowance you 
may have contributed fol', but the sum 
you may have assured for will be pavable 
at death, or you may then exchange the 
assurance for an additional annuity 
according to its value. 

"Answer-If you contribute under 
tables B, D, F, or H, you will acquire 
a right to remain in the senice until age 
seventy. " 

That is the point I want to emphasise. 
" .... and your contributions will con
tin':'e nnti! that age, when yonr rights 
to mcapacrty allowance, if vou have con
tributed for that benefit, will cease. and 
your annuitv will commence; and if you 
have rontribut~d for assurance, the sum 
assured for 1nll be payable at death, 
and you 1nay on r·etiremcnt exchange it 
foe an addi1ioual annuity according to 
its value. 

"C'uestion-If I die or resign before 
Teaphing the annuitv age, do I lose all 
I hsvll paid in on that account? 

"Answer-No! All your payments on 
account of annuity (see tables G and H) 
will be refunded, but without inter·est. 

" Question-Can I contribute for more 
than one unit of benefit? 

"Answer-Yes! You can contribute 
for either one, one and a-half, two, two 
and a-half, three, thro{) and a-half, or 
four times the amounts of assurance or 
annuity, and for either one, ono and 
a-ha!~; or two units of inc.1paeity allow
ance. 

I want to point out the injustice that has 
been <lone to a section of teachers who 
embraoed the scheme under certain condi
tions. I would like to know from the Secre
tary for Public Instruction if the Attorney
General has made the necessary inquiries 
1 hat he promised in 1921. The Attorney
General eaid that he had no desire to do 
anyone an injustice, and to be quite fair to 
that hon. gentleman, I do not think he had 
uny desire to do any injustice; neverthe
le", nothing has been done to remov·e the 
injustice up to the present time. It is bad 
enough for a man to be practically told 
when he has attained the age of sixty years 
that he must get out and die, as he is no 
longer of any use on the surface of this 
earth. but the position is worse when a 
person has subscribed 1 o a certain scheme 
unde1· certain conditions. For the teachers 
to be treated in the way they have been 
treated is repudiation in its worst form. 

\Vo have had a discussion in connection 
with the giving of prizes in State schools. 
I "ant to be perfectly fair about this ques
tion. and to give credit to those who have 
worked in the sorYico and who are viewing 
the question from that viewpoint; but I 
also want the hon. member for R.ockhamp
ton to aleo give hon. members on this side 
of the Chamber the same privikgcs as he 
claims himself. 

;\Ir. FARRELL: I have never suggested any
thing else. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Only in so far as the 
hon. member for Nundah is conc<>rnccl. 

-:\1r. FARRF.LL: He became nasty and he got 
it back. 

l\Tr. MAX\VELL: I understand thot the 
hon. memher for Nunrlah had a brilliant 
record at the Brisbane Grammar School. and 
thoroughly understands "·hat he is talking 
a.boui. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBr.rc IKSTRUCTI0:-1: 
Very seldom. 

Mr. MAXWELL: He is not rxactlv a Mas
ter of Arts, but I am sure the hon. g<;ntlcman 
would not sug-gest that th o man YYho achieved 
educational success and became n MnArr of 
A1·ts. a Bachelor of Arts. or an LL.D. >Yas a 
person who did not know "·hat he w 1s hiking 
Fl bout. All honour to thos0 mrn \Yho have 
i!ovoted a grcnt nmo'mt of time to stnd,- and 
ha.-e achiev<'d such distindion. I fil' I 011 page 
27 of the report of the Sccretarv for Public 
In~truction the foUo\Ying· pnrag1::1nh dPrtling 
with changes in the adminish•ctti.-c and the 
inspectorial staff:-

" The special vrork of insp~cting p-ram
mar schools and State secondarv (high) 
schools was deputed to--" · 

The CHAIRMA:\1: Order! Order! I have 
alrcadv allowed hon. members n vcrv wide 
latitude on the main vote, and I ho1oe that 

Mr. 111 axwell.l 
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the hon. member. like othc-r bon. members, 
will in his remarks adhere closely to this 
vote. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: I intend to Jo that. 
Encouragement should be gi, ~·n to the men 
teaching in tho State schcols who, through 
their abilitv and hard work, haye attained 
such high degrees as l3.A. and :Yl.A., .by 
translating thcn1, as oppo: tunity offer:;, to tlF• 
highest spheres of activity iu the service. 
No one would object to that. 

In connection with the question of prize
giving, for a Humber of years I was associated 
with a State school as secretary, treasurer. 
and a member of the school committee. I 
now look back with a great amount of plea
sure on the years of work which I put in 
with a very dear old friend >vho has '' gone 
west," and was laid to rest this morning. 
I refer to the late Major D.•nis Tracoy Lyons. 
I had the pleasure of being associated with 
the late Major Lyons at ClayfJC!d. 1Iy asoo
ciation with the committee of that echool and 
with that good man taught me a g·r?at deal. 
Among other things it tanght me to appro
ciat' the troubles teachers h:we with their 
teaching. At the same time I fail to se" 
any harm in the school con11nittces encourag
ing the scholars by offering prizes. If we 
analy·<e any sphere of activity to-day, there 
arc always opportunities and prizes at the 
end of it all. Take the department it,elf. 
Let us take those m~n who by pcrse.-crancc, 
industry. and ability have attuincd the high
est rank that it is possible to aitain in the 
department. The blue ribbons of the depart
ment ar·e the prizes. 

Mr. FARRELL: That is not a prize. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: It is a prize that the 
hon. member would like to htn·e. and I admire 
him in heing ambitious enough to try and 
secure it. I congratulate any mau in the 
department who can do that. Those are some 
of the prizes that the officers of !he depart
ment get for industrv. 

Mr. F.mRELL: That is the s0rt of prize 
Wf! want the kicldics to get. 

Mr. MAXWELL: It has be n stated that 
we should not give prize•; to the chi:drcn. 
\Ve must remember that the brain of the 
child is not as receptive as that of a grown-up, 
and it is only right to give the chi'd crwou
ragcment and so assist to advance hi1n a fc,v 
steps further. 

Hon. M. J. Kmw.m: If vou had ever 
taught a class of adults or child1·en, you would 
not say that. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I would not like to teach 
a class of people like the hon. gentleman. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Take a claes of your 
own side, and try to teach them. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL: It is very difficult for a 
teacher to impress the mind of the child, and 
there nr" t1mrs \Yhen prlzP,;;; ar" offrr~'rl to 
the children for doing certain things and to 
encourage them in doing them. If a school 
eommittGe or 1hose associated with a school 
consider that it is desirable in the best 
interests of the children to give prizes, I 
fail to see why the Teachers' Union should 
step in and say that it is wror1g. It might 
bP. wisP for thP TPachf'rs' r:nio'Yl to rf'rnni_
mend the matter for considera'ion by the 
department. which is, I take it. one of its 
functions, but no union has a right to dictate 
to a department and say that it shall do 
certain things. I underst!tnd from the sp·eech 
o' the hon. member for Rockhampton that 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

the Teachers' Union said that certain things 
had to be done. Then we have he infor
mation conveyed to us by the leader of the 
Opposition, who was most emphatic in his 
statements, notwith•,tanding the remarks of 
the Secre ary for Public Instruction and the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton men
tioned something· in connection with the con
dud of a school teacher arid condemned the 
whole svstem of school exhibits because that 
teacher .wrote out a copy hook and exhibited 
it as the wm·k of a student. I '"n quite with 
the leader of the Oppos:tion. That as dis
r~osccl at a confC'ronco of schro1 teachor:-t, 
bat, irrespt'ctiyo of wher, it was di~clmwdt 
it was wrong for a teacher to do such a 
thing. · P:Tonallv, I have o hio·hor opinion 
rf the leachers o-f Queen-hnd then to think 
th"t many would do such things as that. 
Aga;n, th2 hon. mcr,.bnr for Roc1zhampt•m 
CJndcmns prize-giving be('ausc a d(v•tcr'R child 
got a general proficiency prize under certain 
circumstances. I think that , •. ~,s a cm,tempt
iblc thing. At the same time it i, ,u~fair to 
condemn the svst,'m bccau'c of ono ba.d illus
tration. The hon. member for Hockhampton 
ie entitled to his opinions, and I respect his 
\'iews; at the same tim0 I ask bi•n to >Yait a 
little long-er until he moves abcmt a little 
m or' in new spheres of I ife, and until he 
bo<;ins to rnb shoulders with people in other 
spheres of life--

1fr. FARRELL: I would not learn mneh 
from the hon. member. 

:\Ir. MAXWELL: The hon. member will 
then find that his views will ch'lllge con
'id·•rably. It i.s only necessary for me to 
remind the hon. member that cPrtain views 
hove been expressed by .-arious people on 
il"ffnr .. nt orea<;l1ons. anrl nn oth-~r ().('r>flsions 
they have been changed. Even in politics it 
is sa1d that if a man does not change his 
wind hfl has no mind to change. I think it 
a pity that the hon. member for Rockhampton 
~;:hrn 1 rl forVV"\ hi._ oniP~nno:: n11 jn t t~''() illus
trations. That is inadvisable. and will recoil 
upon himself. The hon. member sh0uld not 
condenm a system wh'ch has been very bene
ficial to our children for many years, merely 
bP<· a use of these two cases. 

Mr. FARRELL: Mv <'pi,ions arc the result of 
fourteen years' actna.l experi :'11( r. 

:vir. '\TAX\VFLL: There arc others who 
hnvn h·1,d a lifetime of Pxnr>rirn~;; and who 
c"rtainlv do not agn'~ with the hon. membPr. 
At the 8,,me time the hon. member is entitled 
to hold h's oninion: but when the ho'l. mem
hf'r LlOVC'S 11 hout a iittl0 more and rets a f?\V 

rv'Orc ,.Pnrs of wisdom upon hin1 he n1ay altc1~ 
hi-. on;nion. 

[?.30 p.m.] 
There is a matter which I desire to bring 

und0r the notice 0£ the Minister. It was 
brought to mv mind by the speech of the 
ron. member for Barcoo dealing with experi
rr·e!:t'll plots. If cncC'uragement were given 
to tl1e scholars of the ~arious schools for 
beautification of the school gronnds and 
buildings somewhat on similar lines to what 
h~s been done by the Commissionf'r for 
Railways at railway stations, it would incul
cate a spirit of healthy rivalry amc;ngst ti:e 
children that would be very beneficnl, as rt 
wo11ld lead to the beantificafon not only of the 
school grounds. but also to the beau ification 
0f their own homes. I have a recollection 
that some years ago the Department of Agri
culture-I discussed this matter with the 
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Secretary for Agriculture, who very kindly 
promised to go into it~set aside certain 
plots in our Botanic gardens for the school 
children in the metropolitan area. I do not 
wish to be parochial and say that this should 
apply only to the metro1;olitan area. It 
should apply to all parts of the State where 
there arc public gardens. I think it was 
durirg the ti'lle Sir Alfred Cowley was 
S<"crctnv for Public Lands and Agriculture 
that these ploh were set rrpart for the 
children, and good work was done in that 
connection. I t brow out the hint to the 
Minister. and hope that some good will 
result from it. 

::VIr. FARRELL: Do you suggest that thP
children sho·dd be given prizes for looking 
~uftf'r th0~c p~ots? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I suggest that certain 
plots shculd be al!orated to the chi:dren and 
prizes bo viv 'n at the end of the term. I 
have seen feelings of disappointment on the 
part of some children, and I can quite under
strrnd the point raised by the hon. mBmbcr. 
But even in our bu.,incsscs e meet with 
disap;JOir:t'1wnts. In business it is not all 
prizes. There arc blanks, just the ~ame as 
there arc prizes. I have an illustration 
running' through mv mind of \Yhere a little 
child \Yas hcnt on" getting a certain prize 
and was d~sappoint-ed. If there is one thing 
more than ancther that breaks our hearts 
it is to sec a disappointed child. At th~ 
~amc time it is neccssarv that cncourao·c
ment ho rri\'Dn to the childi·on to enable th~m 
to obtain snmethiPg. It is not that the 
prize is worth anything; it is the honour of 
haYing \YOn it 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic IKSTRc:cnox: 
\Vhat about a scholarship? 

:Mr. MAXvYELL: That is a prize. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRUCTiox : 
That is the Government's prize. 

. l\11'. MAX\VELL: I remember competing 
m the first spellmg bee that was held in 
Brisbane. I was only a kiddy at the time, and 
I do "ot know whether it was my good luck 
or whM It was, but I won that spelling bee. 
The pnze was an atlas that cost 9d. I valued 
that atlas very much because it was some
thing that I had won. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUCTION: 
How did you win it? 

Mr. :YIAXWELL: I won it as I always 
win tl,ings-honourably and fairly. 

Mr. WEIR: Like you won thB war? 

Mr. MAXWELL: No, I left that to the 
hon. nwm ber. I would like to ask the hon. 
member for RockhamDton-I believe he is 
a sport~if in. hi;s football days he was not 
d.es~r~ms _of '':tnntng a trophy or winning a 
position m hiS team to represent his State? 

Mr. FARRELL: There is no analogy there 
at all. 

Mr. MAXW~r,.L: There is an analogy, 
because m the f1e~d of sport and in the busi
ness fie'd you still go on improving. I can 
quite understand the attitude tn ken up by 
bon. members on--,osite ag<tinst the spirit of 
competition. The hon. member does not 
mind prizes being given for sport, but he 
considers that it is a wrong thinrr for nrizes 
to be p-iven to the children in ~ur schools, 
although the parents of the children are 
quite prepared to pay for them. 

In my electorate we have got some wonder
fully good school committees and works com
mittees, and the parents take a very great 
amount of interest in their children and 
work very hard for the advancement of the 
schools~ I would ask the Minister if he will 
take a drive out with mB some day to some 
of the schcols there, and see the opportuni
ties which are given in those State schools to 
encourage the children to cultivate garden 
p\ds. I ref.cr 'o the Taringa and Toowong 
schools particularly, where the grounds are 
worse than a road. 

1\Ir. FARRELL: Ascot is a fine school in that 
rogard. 

Mr. ::'IIAXWELL: Yes. \Yhen you get the 
parents interested in prize-giving _, ou are 
creating a big interest in the schools. The 
parents have done some wonderfully good 
v. ark for the schools I have been associated 
with, and they nre doing it to-day. One 
teacher with whom I discussed the question 
of prize-giving said, "vVe aJ·e going to have 
a sports meeting for the children, and prizes 
will be given." I fail to see the difference 
between giving prizes to children for run
ning, skipping, and jumping hurdles, and 
the giving of prizes for mental qualiiicatio, s. 
I can quite understand what the hon. mem
bc,~ for Rockhampton. who has had experi
cllcc, .says 1n connection \vith some children 
who pass examinations not fulfilling expec
trrtions in after life. While we have seen 
some instances of that kind, such cases 
certainly do not predominate. It is wrong 
b disappoint a child by abolishing- straight
away th•3 system of prize-giving which \ve 
have carried out for a number of years. By 
hdping ihe children in 8\-ery way we can 
to tako 1nore interest in their lessons, '"e 
art3 helping to make them good citizens of 
ihe State. 

Mr. LLOYD (K el2'in !hove): It has been 
repeated so often in this Chamber that it 
has become almost a platitud·e that the 
Queensland cduca ion system is second to 
ncne. I do not ciispute it, but I so netimes 
wonder ,., hat data those who say that have 
fm making such a sweeping statcmcr:t. I 
take an ;nterest in education as a c:fzen 
quite apart from the professional interest 
of a teacher, and I have the good fortune 
to be associated witb other people who do, 
but I have never known anyone who has 
sufficient know ledge of educational s .·stems 
throughout the world to m11ke such a" state
ment with absolute certaintv. At the same 
~imc, I believe that Ol.jr education system 
Is so good that we have no need to be 
ashamed of it, but its efficiency is due very 
largely to causes which may not always 
op.erate. In the early days we gained some
thmg from having a highly centralised 
system. I am not a great believer in over
centralisution, but there is no doubt that 
'vhere centralised managcn1ent eccoivcs 
plenty of attention from the public it is 
~he L>est kind of managem nt. Then,' again, 
m days gone Ly, there were very few open
illgs for brainy young people in Queensland. 
Most of these people were recruited hto the 
teaching profession from the upper classes in 
the State schools, and conooquently we cret 
from those who are trained under the pupil
teacher system a very high standard of 
efficiency. 

Then, again, we were prevent,ed from 
doing very much in the way of urtiversity 
education, and attention was focu,sed on 

Mr. Lloyd.] 
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elementary education. ~ am no_t quite sure 
that we ar·e not shppmg a httlo 1n our 
rresent sysrem-or. rather, that. we have not 
slipped already. Dunng t~o t1me the prc
~.Pnt GoYcrnment have been In lfO\YCr we have 
~dded a great many responsibili: ies to those 
previously resting on the elector, and 1f we 
are to prepare the citizens of the future for 
those added respomibililies, we shall have 
to try to do something towards that end 
in :he elementary schools. I do not pro
pose that we should thrust on to young 
people something VI hi eh Js only sUJtablc for 
adults. I do not propose-in fact, I should 
R1ro:·g]y oppose-the introduction into ?ur 
"chon.ls of anvthing in the w ty of pr IJtJC" I 
or economic dogma, but I think we should 
teach the pupi:s enough of vvhat Js go1ng on 
in the oubide world to prepar0 them for the 
prollc:IJS they will have to solve ·.dwn they 
grow up-that the.c should be taught at evct:y 
sia2'e that each cn1zen has an equal re--po.l
<ibility with all other citizens for the welfare 
of the community. I am afraid that the 
tendency at the present time is to in_cu1cate 
an easy optimism. Children are 1mbued 
with the idea that they belong to a great 
Empire an-d a great Commonwealth, a!'d that 
thrs·e institutions will keep on gomg all 
right because, it is claimed, ~hey have_ so far 
gone all right. For one. thm~, I thmk we 
ehould e ,]ighten ·-'"r pupils a h~tlc a~ to the 
great paradox of modern ctv1hs1.tH?n-tho 
unen-ployed quo--tion. \Ve should polllt out 
to the child that at present all ovc1: the 
wcn·:d large numbers of persons arc wdhng 
to work but cannot get work, and that the 
reacon for it a"'p'.a,rs to be that for fom· 
vcars the world):::. property was be1ng 
destmycd at an unprecedented rate. 

Mr. 1\foRGAN: \V as there not unemploy
ment before the war? 

Mr. LLOYD : That is an anomaly that we 
arc unable to <'xplain, and I think we should 
put it before the risinfl' generation, and let 
them have an opportumt:-- of thmkmg 1t out 
as they g'row up. \Ve should tell them of the 
11roblcn1s which rr1odcr!l civilisati~n1 _has to 
soh-e w:thout attcmp:wg to preJudiCe the 
child' one way or the other in the direction 
of a solution. 

'I'hen I think we should go in for the 
teaching of a different history in elementary 
schools. Complaint has been made here that 
Au tralian history is not taught. That is 
not right. Australian history-such as it is
has bcell taught tu my personal kno dodge 
for the last thirtv-five vears, and as a rule 
it is the onlv history a child remembers; but, 
11nfortunately, there is not enough Australian 
history, and therG will not he e_noug_h for 
manv centuries to co1ne to make It Yflluable 
in t'he sense of a science of development. 
Neither is it right that we should cramp the 
child bv keeping him to the history of the 
British· Empire alone or of the British 
Islands alone. vVe need to give him the out
lines of world history. vVe need to cut out 
a great deal of unimportant detail, and put 
in its place something of the important 
general aspects of human -development. 

Then again, considering that so much 
deperd~ on science. I think we ought to give 
the child in the elementary school an intro
duction to the facts of science. 

That teaching should be on a formulated 
and uniform plan. I am aware that most 
teaching of scicnc .. ~ as science is an expensive 
matter, and we may not be able to afford 
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it; Lut there e.-re plenty of little books giving 
an outline of the main fact•. of science which 
ar" perfectly i11teresting to childrc•_1, and 
·~,hi eh arc rnore intere~ting than a good deal 
d readmg nuttt<'r that is put before th0m at 
the present time. 

The CHAIRM~\N: Order ! I would 
remind the hon. gentleman that I allowed 
a \ride discussion o£ tbat tnattcr on lho Yotc 
for the " Chief Oflice." I ask hon. meluber,; 
uot to cover the ground again on nnother 
vote. 

Mr. LLOYD: Mr. Pollock, I ask you to 
take into consideration the fact that on that 
previous vote I kept entirdy io the question 
of the Minister's adnumstra twn and d1d 
not touch on this matter. 1 am now speak
ing entireh on the question of elementary 
education. " The sixth class has almost, if 
not entirely, vanished. That is a great 
fault. In days gone by, at least half of 
the children who went through school \vent 
to the sixth class, and. if they did not get 
any formal secondary education. thejl got 
close to it. I trust that something w1ll be 
done to restore the sixth cla--s, especially in 
view of the fact that v-crv few children ever 
receive secondary education, and unlcs.;; wo 
can give education much n1ore liberal treat* 
ment than we do at the present time, they 
will not be able to get it. On the cpestion 
of school libraries. I would suggest that small 
collections of books be furnished to ev-ery 
school sufficient to give some moaning to the 
extract~ from the standard .authors mc:uded 
in the reading books. At the prec,ent time we 
get selected pasoages and clippicgs . from 
Dickens and other standard authon, wh1cb do 
not convey v-ery much to the child unless the 
context is there, and I thi1:k that the com~ 
plete works from which thpse extracts are 
taken should be accessible to all the 
children. 

The question of correspondence schools has 
been discussed. That system "ill pla" a 
v-ery useful pa,rt, but too much cannot be 
expected from it. It is quite possible for the 
children of t\YO separate families living, say, 
on a lighthouse, to benefit to a differed d:gree 
from such a svstem. If the parents 111 one 
caso han:! son~o education thPmseh·cs. then 
correspondence tuition will do a great deal 
of good; but, if the other parents have not 
that education or interest in their children, 
the correspondence sysiom of tuition for 
youno- children who are unable to read 
prop~rly can be of no v-alue whatever. The 
only remedy for children in isolated )>laces 
is one which is not likely to be popular, but 
it is the only practical one. and that is 
sc,mothing in the way of establishing board· 
iJ'g schools so that children in outside place
can come in for a few years and get a really 
sound education. After the foundation is 
laid, a good deal can bo done in the way 
of correspondence tuition. 

'l'hc question of school cu::nmittees has 
cropped up. I hope that school committees 
will continue to exist. As a teacher, 1 found 
them v-ery helpful, anr! as a member of 
Parliament. I find them v-ery helpful. Th0ir 
greatest merit is that they ('nablc the pcoplo 
to take more interest in school matters than 
thev otherwise would, although, unfortun
ately, the interest is not what it might be. 

The question of prize-giv-ing has been so 
much discussed that I do not propose to go 
further into that. I would remind those 
hon. members who have taken exception to 
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t.he att:tude of the Teachers' Union that it 
is a mattl'r on which the department has 
never st,•pped in and never adjudicated on. 
In such a case a professional union has a 
perfect right to legislate for itself in these 
matters. I am not sure ti1at tho Teachers' 
Union \•:ant to fall foul of the wishes of 
pan·nts. and I suggest to those hon, members 
who arc so keenly interested in this qnos
tion that they, through tho School Com
mittees' Aswc·iatiou, get into touch with the 
Teachers' ULiou and talk it out with them. 

Jl.lr, i\luwELL: \Vhy not talk it over with 
the departmer.t? 

Mr, LLOYD : I am not suggesting the 
departmo t. because the action has been 
taken by the Teachers' Union. 

l'\Ir. MAXWELL: Is it not a matter for the 
department? 

Mr. LLOYD: I have no means of knmving 
what the a t:tudc of the Teachers' Union 
,voulcl be. but unless they have changed very 
much in late years, they are likely to he a 
reascnable body of men. They would either 
come to some understanding with the school 
committees, or they would be able tD C0:1-

vinc.P the!TI that~ prize-giving is no~- in the 
best interests of the education of ol!r boys 
and girls. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Brty): The Yotc this 
year has been increased. I am not surprised 
at that fact, because many hon. members 
have from time to time called on the dcpart
nwnt and mad<> certain demands which were 
necessary fDr many parts of Queensland 
which arc being settled at the present time. 
Hon. members hope that from time to time 
as they present their cas-es to the department 
they will receive the consideration thev 
·deserve. 

. A great deal has be-en said about prize
givmg, I have been asked on many occa
sions to attend schools in my el cctorate and 
distribute the prizes, but I have nDtic~d 
recently tha · the distribution of prizes has 
been abolished because they are called gifts. 
In the country ··chools, mDst of the children 
used to get prizes, but now they get gifts. 
In my opinion. the best prize a child can 
receive is to take every adyantagc of 1ho 
educational faciliti·es while thev are at 
school. There is not the slightest doubt that 
if faeilities are given in the countrv for th~ 
Nluc >tirn of !he children, it woulcl be the 
bc<t pr;zc they oonld receiv·e and the one 
which thev will be ab1A t~ carry ri~ht 
through life which would be of benefit h to 
them. 

Mr. FARRELL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CLAYTON: I ·dealt with the delav 
that takes place in the erection of schoofs 
when 'he vote for the " Chief Offic~ " was 
under discussion, but I am in perfect accord 
with the remarks in that respect of the hon. 
member for Bowen That hon. member said 
he had a ho~ p of correspondence a bout six 
inches hi!Th dceling with the application for 
ono school. lVfv correspondence has not 
reached that hPi!Tht i'l respect of any par
t;cular schooL al houg-h it has reached about 
half wav. T trust that. after approval has 
hepn g-;v0n bv the dcnartmc•nt for the estab
lish'T!Pnt of a new school. the Department of 
Public I:Vnks will expedite its erection. 

Tloe veto for ag-ricul·ural education is a 
verv imnnrtant one to countrv districts. I 
·would Fkc to ~f'e every encouragement given 
to teachers to take advantag€' of classes of 

instruction in cream and milk testing, or any 
othor such classes which would be of benefit 
to the children in the country. The teachers 
in the country should take advantage of the 
technic a] colleges to study those qu·estions, 
so as to be able to impart ,hat knowledge to 
the children. I was present at the Raby 
school, in the Bauple district, the other day, 
where the teacher has a certificate for cream 
and milk testing. Ho has a class in that 
subject, and the children take great interest 
in it, and ho is doing an cnonnons arnount 
of good by imparting· his knowledge to the 
children. It is education Df that nature hat 
the parents in the country districts desire 
their 'children to have. 

Tho Instructor of Agriculture is doing a 
gTcat deal of goat!, and ~o urc ntany of the 
1 c•nchcrs nnd school cornm~Ucc.:; in dificrcnt 
parts of Qu·ensland. I c. u rcfL'r to a school 
in mv electorate-the Goom •ri School-\\hCI'O 
the <;omrnittec and teacher lutYC tJc'n in tru
rnrntal in getting iogcthc:r a suu1 of 110 less 
than Jo~OO \;ci!h whic:1 to b0a.utify thei•1· 
r:: ro'Ind~. Thc.v have also gone ill for a s1nali 
patch of cultivation, and the:, grow fmit 
trec•s, vegetables, etc. Tboy hu Ye er cted a 
windmill end have a perfect water supply. 
'They also have a small patch of cotton. The 
children take a very keen interest in 1he 
work. \Vo should congratulate !hat committe<e 
on the keen interest thPy arc t ,ki,,g in the 
welfare of the school chi!dren. 

Some time ago we applied to haYC a rural 
school established in that cent re. ?.IurgDn 
happened ID be more successful. as the do
partinent looked upon Murgon as being more 
central for the establishm:•nt of such a school. 
I would liko to sec the SccrcLrv for Public 
Instruction carry out the prom.isc that the 
cx-:\!Iinisbr. :Mr. Huxham, gave me-that he 
wonld allow teachers to be sent from the 
rural school in ::\furgon to Goomcri. Those 
t0nchcrs could go down to Goomeri and in
struct the children and hold classes snch as 
arc held where the rural school is established. 

Again, a rural school is to be established 
at Imbil, in thJ electorate of the hon. member 
for Cooroora. I:Ve are waiting for the Depart
ment of Public \Vorks to construct the school 
so that clacse3 may be held underneath the 
building. I hope the Secretary for Public 
Instruction will s2c that no unnecessary delay 
OCCLlrs with this work, so that tlwse clesses 
mav he started almost inFl1odiotf'h-. I also 
ask that the Minister will do whatever is 
possible and will use his influence with the 
RailwaY Department so that a d cent train 
son-ice is put on the Mary Valley line to 
<'nable the children to go to the school in 
the morning and return to their homes in the 
f'Y::ning. I have bc0n on the job for ~01no 
time, in conjunction with tbc influential 
lWO!lle of Imbil, and the matter is now before 
the Commi:":3ioncr for Railww' s, who prom is(~ 
ihat it will receive comicTeration, and I 
trust the D•"partment of Public InsiTuction 
\Yi!l assist me in that direction, 

I consider that school committ,•cs arc essen
tial. I kvow that, when I hop'1Cn to go to 
n pl.qcc YlhPrP a school is nf'rded. thC' 1nntt r 
is crst brought up by a school committc·0, 
and aft er some months wo gcn<'rnlly get 
so•11eth;ng done in connection with the estnb
lishment of that school. The school com
miH.0PS assist very matcriallv. f'S 1Jrcia1Lv ir_ 
trr countrv. I do not thirk T hayc had a 
sc!Jool granted in my electorate "lwn the 
school committee hove not undertokf'n to 
ckar the land, provide stumps, and also do 

JJfr. ('lr :uton.] 
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the fencing if the department suppli 's wire. 
They not only assist very materially to make 
the vote go as far as possible, but after the 
school is erected they look aft r the affairs 
of that school, and on many occasions are 
of great assistance to the teacher. 

Mr. SIZER (Sandgrll') : \Yhile on the 
matter of school committees I ask the new 
Secretary for Pubiic Instruction if he will 
reconsider the position-rather an absurd One 
-wh:ch was taken by the cx-:Yiinister, Mr. 
Huxham, ,,-hen he refused to gazette the 
Sandgatc ~chcol con1mitto2. The reason was 
becaU'"' thoro was a bit of a claoh between 
the Miui,tcr and the chairman of the com
m;tt' c. A bit of a dnel occnrred, and the 
Minister rdused to gazette the committee. I 
hope the present JY1inister 1rill reconsider the 
matter, and ha vo the cormnit to· gazette d. 
The.·: arc a good body of men. and hnv2 dr!ne 
good work for the school. I do not thlllk 
it will be to the detriment of the department 
if they are gazcttod. though it will be quite 
the contrnrv if th • hon. gentleman gazettes 
the committee that was elected by the parents 
of school children on that occasion. It was 
merclv throuo:h a brush with the chairman 
that the ex-Minister refused to ga,zette the 
con1n1itt.0r:. 

Mr. \VrxSTANLEY: They refused to act. 

[3 p.m.] 
Mr. SIZER: l\'o. Tlwy were supposed to 

have offended the Minister in some way m· 
other. 

lYir. FARRELL: 'fhcre was no " suppDsod" 
about it; they did offend him. 

Mr. SIZER: Tb.t is a matter of rJpinion. 
I say they did not. I ask the Mi~istc" now 
if he will go in' o that matter and re-gazette 
the committee, which will be in the best 
interests of that big school. 

Mr. BELL (Fa.,,,ijeTn): I notice from the 
Estimates that the vote for "Agricultural 
Education, Rural and Voc,tional Schools" 
has been reduced by £4,500. I am rather 
sarprised to see that ecop.on1y is being 
effected in this direction, because, on turn
ing up the report of the department, I notice 
this-

" During 1923 there wore in opemtion 
rural schools at Narnbour, Boonah, Mar
burg. Gracemcre, and Home Hill, and 
prcliminaey <'lrrangmnents have been 
made fer opening, during 1824, add:tional 
rural schools at Gordonvale, Mmgon. 
Clifton, a~d Gayndah. The succecs of 
these schools i1as been so marked and 
the chnra.der of the work so highly 
appreciated bv parents and pupils that 
numerous applications have been recoiYed 
from other agricultural districts for the 
establishment of similar schools." 

The rural schools are -doing very excellent 
work in the cou~try districts of Queensland, 
vnd I would lib• to see that system of 
('ducation extended, because it has the effect 
of increasing and maintaining the interest 
of country boys and girls in the occup 1tions 
ill which their parents are engaged. At the 
I, resent time the tendency is for the bright 
scholars in the country districts to gravitate 
to the cities, wher•J they think they will be 
more highly paid for their services, and 
"here they will have more congenial occupa
tions. The rural schools are doing a very 
great service. As the report says, there are 
five now in operation, four more projected, 
and applications for rural schools from many 
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other diskicts I would like to suggest to 
the Minister that he appoint a drrector to be 
placed in charge of these rural schools. In 
the district of Bor,nah we have a verv excel
lent rural school, which is doing splendid 
work in that district. In other districts 
where they huve been started. the teachers 
who ha"'' been apvointed to these schools are 
r;ot quite su·rc as b the direction the educa
tion should take or what lines it should 
follow, and it is hgh time that the rlepart
mont considered the appointment of a diroc
t.Jr to take charge of rura I schools alone. 
:Ouch a man, if appointed, would be of great 
nFsisVtnco to the departn1ent in tho 1 unning 
d the·;e schools, and he would be of great 
aesistance to the people in the~· country 
districts. 

Mr. ED\VARDS (Nanango): On<' cannot 
help hut bo etruck by the fact that the 
Government have made a special effort to 
extend education to the country disl ricts of 
('u-eensland, but, as the hon. member for 
Bowen pointed oLtt, their efforts in many 
cases have been too late for the settlers. 
What I mean is that very often educational 
faci:ities are not provided for the settlers 
quickly enough V> induce the settlers to 
<·omain in the district. I lwpe thG new 
Minister will take this matter up very 
seriously. because it i"" a scric.us question. 
l f the settlers in "' district have boon r.gitat
ing for a school for some length of ti1nc and 
!hen find that all >.arts of difficulties ,,,.e put 
i11 the way-first in the matter of ob!'-lining 
a school, and then in obtainin.;· a teacher or 
the transfer of another teacher if one teacher 
resigns-they immediately come to the con
clusion that it is necessary to get their 
children ir;to another centre where thev will 
have an opportunity of obtaining a "better 
cduc:<tion. Dy doing that w•:J are creating 
a position which tends not only to ro,trict 
the facilities which are necessary in the way 
of education for the children, but also to put 
the echool into such a position-and that has 
happened in my own district-that there is 
not a sufficient attendance to keep the sehool 
open. It is very often the fault of the 
Department of PLlblic Instruction, and more 
particularly the Dcpartmer.t of Public \Vorks, 
in not coming to the rescue quickly and 
seeing that the nPcessary accon1111oda.tion is 
given to those particular schools. 

I want to say a few words in conCLoction 
"ith rural education in countrv districts. I 
am rather surprised to find that this vote 
has been cut down. Strange to say. when 
we had the Arrricu!tural Estimates before us 
we found tha~t th" amount was cut down. 
\Ve now find that the vote for" Agricultural 
Education, Rural and Vocational Schools" 
is cut down from £11,000 to £6.500. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PBBLIO I~sTRuo·rroN: 
That was only an estimate. It was not all 
epcnt. 

Ml'. EDW ARDS: If it was not spent, it 
should have bPen snont. There is any aniount 
G[ room for expar,sion in country districts. 
In my district wn nave been agitating for a 
rural school for a long time, but the matter 
Las been continually hung up, although it 
has been dehrmined where the school shall 
b:· built. If the money is available, the 
department are cot doing their duty to the 
c<mntry districts in not building these rural 
schools quickly. It has been pointod out 
over and over ag-ain that we must apply 
8c-ientific training in connection with ogricul
ture and train the children on those lines in 
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cord er to give them the best education yossiblc 
in agriculture. vVc must see that the1r mmds 
D'l'G developed along scientific lines, so that 
better conditions can be brought about m 
toulltrv districts. 

'I'he1:e is also the matter of the building of 
teachers' rc"idenceg. I may be aoking nether 
n big thing when I ask the Mini~ter_ to build 
·teachers' residences in country clistrrcts, but, 
if it is rio·ht to baild residences for teachers 
m large "centres of population, it is also 
rio-ht to build them in the country. In con
J;e"ction with old settled districts which haYC 
every possibility of expansior~ and <ere not 
likely to go back, and there IS a good case 
Jllit up by the people in thoce districts, the 
departmeni should make every effort to gt_ve 
.the InarTiod teachers there the sarne fac1hties 
as arc given to t<>achers in the citit·s and 
large tm\ ns. The country people r•. qul'!·e, 
and are entitled to. just as good teachers as 
tho people in tho cities. It is not right _to 
ask a teacher to go out to a country ·Chstnct 
if he cannot get a suitable residence. I know 
t~aclwrs in country districts who haYe to 
tide many miles to. school every morning .. I 
\Vould ask the Minister to give this matter 
every consideration. There is a school at 
Whea.tlands in my district, with an attendance 
cof seventy children, where they have been 
asking for a teacher's r·esidence for rnany 
years, but have not got any further in regard 
to the 1nattcr. 

There is another matter which, in my 
~opinion, deserves very careful consideration 
from the department. I refer to the class 
. of teacher sent out into the countrv districts. 
\Ye know that in many districts teachers 
have to work under very difficult circum
stances. In many instances in the early 
stages tho people have not the accommo
dation to give the teacher which is due to 
him, but many teachers who are sent out 
into the country have had no country expen
.ence whatever. There is no doubt thnt this 
raises a very difficult question, but it is a 
matter which the department should take 
up with a vio"· to doing all they possibly eau 
in supplying the right class of teacher m 
out-back places. 

In conclusion, I want to say that I hope 
the l\linister will give some nttention to the 
matter of seeing that schools are built in 
countr·: districts wherever there is sufficient 
sdflm{wnt to ju;;tify them. A.s I have 
pointed out, the danger of leaving the quc'
tion is that the populn.tion will only remain 
in the countrv if there are educational 
facilities. Otherwise. if the people are 
interested in their children, they will move 
away, and therefore the lack of school facili
ties not only does a district a great deal of 
harm but also creates what every hon. mem· 
Ler in this Chamber is trying to avoid, that 
is. a drift of the people of the country into 
tho largo centres and towns. It is on!: b.v 
giving facilities for education and in other 
ways that the people in the country v·ill Le 
indncod to stay there and eclucatn, tlwir 
children ther0. 

The ST~CRETARY FOR PUBLIC I::\
STRUCTION (Hon F. T. Brennan. 
1'oowaomlw): This vote has led to a good 
deal of discu·,sion. It ;,haws a considerable 
increase this year. As hon. mrmbors are 
aware, our population is increasing, and the 
Estimates therefore have been framed more 
liberally this year than last year. It is 
also known to hon. members that loan monev 
is difficult to obtain, consequently \VC cannot 
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do all that we would like in the building of 
schools. lJersonally, I believe that £1.000 000 
should be raised to put all our schools on a 
proper footing. That amo<mt could well be 
spent bv the Department of Public Works 
and the Department of Public Instruction in 
putting them in a condition satisfactory to 
all concerned. I believe it would well 
repay us. 

There has been a good deal of comment 
upon the reduction of the item for "Agri
cultural Education, Rural and Vocational 
Schcoh." from £11,000 to £6.500. That is 
o:plained by the fact that this is a com
paratively new vote. Last year we spent 
£2,099 on rural schools, the reason being 
that, although a number of schools are esta b
li ... hed, the extension of the system entails 
a good deal of investigation and work. \Ye 
have to select the localities, erect the 
schools, and make other arrangements, and 
this y<'ar we expect to spend £6,500. That 
will be a considerable increase this year. 
The hon. member for Aubigny directed atten
tion to several matters in regard to rural 
education, and mentioned such centres as 
Pittsworth, Kingsthorpe, and Laidley, and 
said that more attention seemed to be given 
to the city than to the country. The Socre· 
tar,v for Public Works recently pointed out 
that last y<>ar in Brisbane we spent £9,033 
on State schools, whereas £105,784 was spent 
in the countn·. Three new schools were 
c·rected in the" metropolitan area last year 
as compared with twenty-five in the country, 
so that hon. members will see that. the 
country is not being neglected . 

Mr. J\IORGAN: That includes tho South 
Brisbane High School. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRuCTION: Those ,·wore the amounts 
spent last yea,· on new Sta to schools. 
Reference has been made by the hon . 
member for Logan to the number of 
teachers le<wing the department. Very few 
female teachers in the countrv leave the 
department to seek new position's. The only 
occasion on which they resign is to get mar• 
ried. They are quite satisfied with the 
sprvicf'. So many matters haye been raised 
on this question that I have not been able 
to cleal v.-ith them all. but I will ans\Yl'r them 
all if the questions iue ··asked later on. 

The quc,tion of competition for school 
prize., has been dealt with very effectively b:v 
the hon. member for Rockhampton, who is 
an experienced school teacher. He entered 
public life come eight' en months ago, and he 
has ~ivcn a fair exposition of his idea of 
prizes. The S 1 ate-not the Labour party
gives certain prizes in the form of scho 1 ar
ships and bursaries to student·, onabli'lg 
them to get free education. These are the 
prizes offered by the Government, and if the 
school committees wish to spend 10s. hero 
and give an atlas there, ihat is a matter for 
those committees. The department should 
tJot bG called upon to interfere in those 
matters; that is outside of the department. 
The Tc.aclwrs' Union says 1hat that is a 
matter outside of th,l dcpartm0nt. a~d that 
the onlv duty of their memlwrs is to see 
that the. children are so edur,ted as to pass 
the <>xaminations and ob'·ain ih<' State priz0s. 
That is the t<>nchers' dutv. Anvthing ihot 
tlw. Teachers' Union decides onbido of the 
department is a matter for the union. bnt 
any matfer affecting the policv Gf the depart
ment will be administered by the depart-

Hon. F. T. Brennan.] 
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ment. The department is not concerned with 
something that happens outside of school 
hours. 

Tho same remark applies with regard to 
c"hibition at shows. Personally, I would 
not allow anv school teacher to exhibit school 
exercises in ~districts \vhcre three, four, and 
five schools compete, bc>cause, as the hon. 
m(•mber for Hockhampton pointed out, in 
somt> cases the school exercises are written 
by the parents of the children or their elder 
brothers, and that is unfair and would create 
dissatisfaction and anger, besides jealousies 
between teachers and adjoining schools. 

Mr. l'.IORGAX: You cannot prevent the 
indiyidual children from competing. 

Tho SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC II\> 
STRl:CTlOI\: i\o. The technical branch 
of the dcnartment had ono of the finest 
exhibits at the last Brisbane show. 'That 
work Tnls shown to indicate what we wero 
doing·. but not to comp·ete with any other 
department. 

1\Ir. :B'.\RRELL: That was a true reflex of 
\Vhat \vas being- done, but an exercise book 
is not a true reflex of what is done. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC II\-
6TlUJG1'10::\': 'l'hc hon. member fot• 
Aubigny pointed out that at a certain dis
trict show ih0rc were no exhibits from <1 

rural schooL If the department decides to 
plare an exhibit in a show, it is as a reflex 
of wh~t ;, being done. Since I came into 
the department about eighty photographs 
haY·e b<•cn taken in connection with technical 
edurl.t1on, :::uch as wool~classing, etc., and I 
'''cpcct to exhibit them in a week or so. They 
will be sent to the countrv as a reflex of 1 ho 
\.-ork doll<' by the techni"cal collcgC"s. That 
is som·C hing that "·e consider should bo 
exhibited. It is no use saying that the 
Teachers' 'Cnion is dictating to the depart
ment, bccaLBC the department \voulcl not be 
wor1hv of the nomc if the union was allowed 
to do"' hal. The union has a perfect right, 
as a body, to cay the teachers shall not do 
anyt Ling outside their contract of teaching 
in earryinC" out their duties. It might be 
asked why the union exieb. \Ye giYe prefer
ence to unionis• s. and the union should havo 
a sa v in the work of its members outside tho 
ac.1thority of the department. 

If there arc anv othet· matters that I havo 
not Jcalt with. I 'shall be only too pleased to 
replv to any qw stions that may bo nsked at 
a later stage. I have a con1plctc an~wcr to 
all tlw ·nattPrs that hrtvc been raised. 

Question put and passed. 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 

The SRCHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
RTBl:C'TION (Hon. F. ·T. Bronnan, 
'l'oo1coom 71(r): I bPg to move-

" Thot £75.662 '"' granted for 'Tech
nic~d Eduf'ati-on.'" 

Th;s amcunt shows an increase of £3.817 
over the appronriation granted last year. 
ThC> inrrHl~C is duo to inrrca.ses in connection 
with the Central Technical College and 
country technical colleges. 

Mr. MOHGAN (2',Iuri/la): There is one 
littl,, 111<1ttcr I wish to bring under the 
notice of the Minister, and I have been 
a,,kcd to dn so by tho.se who wi~h to take 
advanto e<:e of the teaching of the subject. 
There is a desire on the part of some to 
learn motor mechanical work. At the pro-
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sent moment it is possible to receive instruc
tions at the college in connection >Yith 
1notor-cars. 

l\lr. GLEDSO~: Xot jn ll1Dior nH'chunical 
work, but in n1ctor operating. 

::Ylr. MOHGAN: Is it possible to get. 
instruction in the driving of motor-0ars? 

Mr. GLEDSON: A class can be formed at 
any· college in any subject if the inducernent 
is offPring. 

}t1r. 1\tlORGA~: No training is given at 
tlv.> tPchnical colleges in the subject I desire. 
The horse is gradually going out of use, and 
people aro using 1notor-cars not on .account 
of any plusure they derivB from them but 
Lcr:1usc they are an absolute nccc-::;;;Ity. 
Instruction cannot be obtained on how to· 
drive a motor-car at the C<'ntral Technical 
College, and instruction should aleo be given 
on what to do with a motor-car up to a 
certain sta11uard should anything go wrong. 
All that is required is to give the instruction 
in this direction that am- ordinary motor
car dri.-cr pc-·,~esscs. I belic.-e that all the 
opportunities exist for such a class at the 
Central Technical College, and it is poniblc 
that sorr.c of tho Govcrnn1cnt rnrs coulc1 he 
made available for the class. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR Pc;n',IC INRTllUCTrox : 
li you get ten students, tho college is prt~
pared to start a class and provide a teacher. 

~Ir. :YIORGAN: I am tDld that the boys 
tlo not gPt an opportunity of learning how to 
(hive a c ~1'. 

l\Ir. GL!:DROX: They get an opportunity 
cf learJJing the ,,-hole operation of a car. 

~[r l\IORGAN: This is a matter that is 
well worth taking up. J\lany boys from 
the ·:::ount.ry, whon holidaying in Brisbane. 
would be prepared to spend a portion cf 
their time at the college in learning· to drive 
<•.nd control motor-cars. I know that it is 
a matter thrrt takes a great dr>al of time, 
;~nd it is thrrcfol'f' necePsarv that the onpor
tur;itiL'-:c; for in--b urtion shol2ld be availabl0. 
If the :\linistcr eonsulted with tho hcaJs of 
the Central Technical Col1eg·e, I nm ~urc 
the\· >Youlci be onlv too nlcased to introduce 
son1e cless of this' sort. > 

I had tlw opportunity on seyeral occa~ions 
of going over thn Central T0rhnical Co11Pge, 
and I must cor;gratulatc those cc:nnec~cd 
with it on the very g-ood 1vork that 1s bcmg
accompliehcd there. I am only sony that 
the children in the country have not the 
opportunity of attending such an institution, 
and sccm·ing- the facilities of which the sons 
and da up;hters of the wa g-c-carners of the 
<·itics and towns arD the onlv ones who can 
anril thcmsolvcs. I do not' beg-rudge that 
for one moment as I think thcv arc <'ntitlecl 
le it. I bcliew' the college is doing spkndici 
\\'ork. Tk> otaff and all concerned are doing 
their level hest, und the institution is a 
cre-dit to the State and to the Department 
of Public Instruction. 

I hone the Minister will put my sugg-estion 
he, fore· the proper authorities with a dew to 
g0tting ,'3on1cthing done. 

:'cir. BULCOCK (flarcoo): I wish. to l?ay 
rnv little tribute to the work that rs bung 
dci'ne bv this branch of the Department of 
Public 'Instruction. I realise thrrt they arc 
doing a valuablo service so far as t~e 
education of the children of the S1atc 1s 
cunccrned. I b81ICve they could still further· 
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extend their activities and do something still 
better than they are now doing. It one 
revie,vs ,vhat is being done so far as our 
western centres are concerned, one finds 
there is a domestic science car, which fills 
a vcr:,· neccs·-ary part in the lives of tho 
young women and girls of the back country. 
Then we have the manual training college, 
which is ineffective in a way, although I do 
not say that it should be clone awaJ· with, 
but the perpetual making of soap boxes and 
eo forth does not lead very far. 

It is obvious that one of the great prob
lems confronting us is the drift from the 
bush to the towns. If we analyse it, we find 
that !ho lack of facilities offered in the we-t
ern areas has a gcod deal to do with this. 
Parents leave the \Vest because they cannot 
find proper facilitic· for the training of their 
children there. -

\Vool is the most valuable asset that we 
have in Queensland. In the we•tcrn areas 
"''' are iHoducing a type of wool second to 
none in the world. That is praYed conclu
sively by the buyers from all parts of the 
world who purchase our output. Althrmgh 
wo are prepared to establish schools for the 
training of our young folk in manual 
science, tinsmithing, carpentry, and so forth, 
we ignore training in wool. It might be 
argue~ that the boys could go to the Central 
Tech!llcal College and get their training. I 
cannot follow the force of that argument for 
two reasons. First and foremost. the woe1l 
curriculum of the Central Technical College 
is clcfinitch· overloaded. Thoro is more bluff 
and bull-dozing abont Yn>ol-clas-,ing than 
there is about any other profession. lt is 
JJc>t ver~· difficult to learn wool-classing if 
teachers teach the proper' thing and do not 
put the students through a lot of academical 
trivialities that do not matter one way or 
the other. Couscqnently, the woe,[ acti,:ities 
here arc somewhat restricted and do not 
1'( ach the boys they should. I advocate the 
establishment of a wool-classint; school in 
son1c wc:-::tern to\Yll. I haYc no jealousies. 
The question might be decided in two ways. 

1. \Ye could establish a rural school where 
boys might be taught wool-classing. 

2. We could giYe the instruction through 
itinerant teachers. 

Personally, I think that better results 
;\'Ould be obtained hy the employment of 
Itmerant wool-classing teachers who would 
visit western schools and teach the bovs 
something about yyool. " 

It has been very truly argued that the 
small selector never nutnagc::; to top the 'vool 
market 0ither in Brisbar:c or elsewhere. vVn 
know that the big wool men bring expert 
wool-classers from the Southern States to 
go through their flocks and clas\. the clip. 
Consequently, the wool is put up in a mor<' 
cflicient manner because of the system of 
incessant culling that goes on. The small 
selector is unable to ·do that, and has 
fro(juently to rely on his more or less 
imperfect knowledge of the wool industry 
c,nd wool market to bring his flocks to the 
h1ghe:3t degree of productivity. Xaturall7 
he is not sneer· -ful. 1 t is obvious thr"roforc 
if 'Ye trtke iE!o consideration th~t the tim~ 
is not far distant in the sum total of things 
when mcst of th0 big holdinc-s will be cut 
up into small holdinp.-s, that we should 
f'nsurc that the n1cn gain~ on to those~ hold
ing-s shonld have some knowledge of wool 
and what should be done to secure the best 
Tf''Idts. \Ye have made no effort to train 

our young men in the west in the woollen 
industry. What else is there that we can. 
offer? \V e cannot offer mechanical aims, 
we cannot offer training in the trades \vhich 
pertain to the city. vV•c desire that these 
people should remain in the bush to popu
late the bush, and do something reallv valu
able so far as the State " concerned. "surelv 
it is ~he duty of the State. recognising the 
necessity of keeping the rising generation 
In the bnsh, to provide some facilities that 
will enable them to remain there and earn 
a more or less adequate liYelihood. 

[3.30 p.m.] 

There arc n1any appointtncnt::; for v.-hich 
boys who had had SOHL' trai11ing j11 'vool 
would ~2 rl'adilv accevted aud tlwv would 
not. dr~~t. intC? _ t1;u nomadic' occnpati~us they 
a_rc driLtrng 111to to-day. lt rn.:ly ih' argued 
that tlw outlay will be too grent. It ma::· be 
~<rgued that only a few bo: · would take any 
1nt rest 1n a. 'Yool-clas~ing ~clY-nlc such as I 
ha ne OL!tlin. d: but if onlv half a <1ozen bovs 
each year took an interest in the scheme 
and learned all that \Yas possible within 
the narrow range provided, something 
Yahnble woulcl be achieyod, and a wry dc·
sirable objc'ct would bo served. It may be 
a.rgnPd that v;,·e cannot do thi·~ b_·cuu3C o 
would r:ot haye the boys at OEr diP.posal lor 
a suffiCiently long period. That is wrong. 
\Ye do not desire to teach thf ,e bo' s anv
thing about the grading of Cl'CE~·,brcci woofs~ 
\Vo clo not \\'UJit to ,tart YYitlt tltirt\·-two 
conuts and \York up to the high-gradr cOunis. 
In a ~dL'rne of this nature we would content 
o~u·:-;, lYP'' with t0aching 1hc classing of the 
t y·pe.' of wool that a!'" prodLtccd in the 
ccntral-wf''l and the north-west o1· "-horeYer 
a local sch.·mo was put into opr:ration. That 
i·· all we would haye to teach. \Yo wDulcl 
t "a eh the pupihi the classing· of ,yools between 

ixtv';:; and SC'\"Cnt-:;,T's includiucr ~ixtv-fourT 
seV(~llti s. That i~v n~t a V Cl'S D wide ~range:. 
That. range UHtY be n1nstPred bv anv intclli~ 
p;Pnt boy in a slwrt space of tin.Jc. It would 
1iot be diffi<'l!lt to obtaiu an itinerant teacher 
who wonlcl p;o from school lo school conduct
ing clas:;;_:s at ·definite periods undPr definite 
couditions and teach the boys _,muethiug abotrt 
\'·ool, and inYite those bc:vond tlw choo1 ago 
to con10 along and learn soJ11ethi11g about 
v·o'll, too. That would be far more Yaluable 
than teaching tho boys how to mak.> •oap
boxc::;, as has been donr; in our ;:;c-hcols for 
the lnst ten years, ,.., eck in wc0k out, and 
year in yca.r out. In addition tn the~' con
sidt'rations, vital as the.\' are, there is still 
rtnother qnestion in rdation to thifl that we· 
haYo fo discuss-that is, the g-reat improve
rnent in the wool industry. As I said before, 
the sdectors' clips are uwallv idorior to the 
sq u 8 i tcrs' clips. If we tl'a iii the },o-, s. who 
will ultimate!,- hocome sdcctors, th~n their 
flocks will b_ equal to the flocks of the more 
pro.;.;pcrous and n1orc prop-rc,_.siYc squatters 
in th(! f'hr€'p~producing- arC:ts of onr State. 
r hope the Ylinister \sill be prepared to give 
thi.s nwttcr ~on1c cnnsidcration because I 
il1ink lt is a v-ital question, anj advantage 
could be t::tkc•n of the ~xpericnce of the 
J)ppnrtmcnt of Public Instruction in Nc\1 
SolJth \YalC'". "';·.:here a :o:chcn1P of this nature 
has been c.stnblislwd and has b on mcccssful, 
and \YlYTC t·herc arc many "·ool clas;;:ers \vho· 
nro prc>parccl1o in1J1Rrt a knowl0clge a.s to the 
dassing of \Yool. Th.' opposition does not" 
r·o1110 fron1 the wool claFscr~ then1~olves. The· 
opposition comes from those who c]('sire to· 
make this wool cla8 -;ing a close corporation, 

Mr. Bulcod:..] 
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<llld would exclude everybody but those who 
h'n' _ had the highest potisible training--<1 
tramlllg they canrwt poss,bly put into clfect 
when the3· go into the wool areas of the vVut. 

Mr. I-L-\.:\SO~ (Buranda) : I notice in the 
report of the Superintendent of Technical 
Instruction that he malLs some reference h 
the training of apprenticoe, and I want to 
-discuss this vote in so far as it relates to the 
traming of theoe uoys. l would like, in the 
first place, to congratulate the officers of the 
Central Technical Colieg·c on the way in which 
t?ey have assisted the various Apprenticeship 
C'omtrnttecs at all tlDH'') ln the drawi11a up 
of syllabll:se.s and in all n:attc-rs appelt ._~ling 
to the tramlllg of apprentices in the T"chnical 
College. As one who has ueen connected with 
the apprenticeship scheme since its inccpLon, 
and as ono who has bec>n cioscly aswcictted 
with the officers of the Central Technical 
Collc;:;e, I say I do not think that their ser
vices have been sufl1cicntl~, appreciated. They 
have b:·en ready to place their service' at the 
dispo~al of thes(~ conunittees at any tirnc of 
the day, and I might alco say, at ar1y time of 
the nig-ht. Hig·ht from the Supcnntcndcnt 
down to the trade teachers their s, rviccs have 
at .all times been at the disposal of these 
vanous cmnn11ttees. The tra.inino- of appren
tices in the metronolHa n a r a ~ nn : ,~ · ··v 
sound footing. The apprenticeship scheme 
has been in operation sufficiently long to 
perrn1t of the va~lvUs CGlll•utLL .. ·-" o'-'~v .. J~llg 
thoroughly established, and to have their 
syllabuses properly framed and put i><to 
-operation. There are some trades. I a-d•nit 
in which the c\pprentieeship Committee hav~ 
not yet established classes. 

What I want to speak of at this juncture 
is the matter of the extension of technical 
training to the various country towns. Dur
mg recent mon hs the apprenticeship system 
has been extended to towns outside the 
metropolitan area. On the South-\Vestern 
and North Coast railways, and right up 
North the apprenticeship system has been 
extended to a large number of places. Unfor
tunately, in many of these plr.ccs the techni
cal colleges are not in the developed state 
which they have reached in the bigger c-entres, 
and a good many of the trades which have 
been brought un-der the scheme of appren
ticeship will not have 1 he advantage of a 
system of technical training, because the 
-classes are not established in those particular 
-colleges. 

I want to draw the attention of the Min
ister to what I think is the most important 
town in QueerBland-I suppose he calls it a 
citv-I am refcrrin;:; to Toowoomba, where 
they have started a sewerage scheme, simul
taneously \Yith which they have starte-d n 
pll!mbing class at the k-·hnical college, but 
it is in a very crude s' ate. I understand 
that a teacher has been appointed, but the 
accommodation for the class is by no means 
sufficient. I hope the Minister will earlv 
take steps to secure better accommodatior1. 
Not only \Yill i' be compulsory for th<> bo:~s 
to attend that class, hut a large number of 
the journeymen plumbers in the town will 
take advantage of the technical erluootion 
offering. so that they will be competent to 
do the work which will have to be done 
when the sewerag-e sys'em is brought about 
in Tcowoomba. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC' INSTRUcTION : 
Further accommodation will be required. 

Mr. HANSON: Yes, I know what is 
required. 

rMr. Btllcock_ 

The other matter I wish to mention is the 
payment of the foes of apprentices attending 
technical colleges. I adrnrt that the Govern
ment have reduced the fees which were 
formerls· payable by apprentices :o half the 
ordinary amount but I want to remind the 
Minister that the Labour platform stan-ds 
for the abolition of payment of fees for 
apprentices at technical college·-- vVhilst the 
Labour platform stands for free technical 
tuition, I think a good starting- point would 
be to abolish the fees which apprentices now 
have to pay. I know that the question of 
financial stringency will be raised. I have 
here " table showing what the cost is un-der 
present conditions and giving the number of 
apprentices in attendance at technical col
h•ges. I want to draw the a:t-ention of the 
Minister to a very important c<mference held 
on 18th July last under the presidency of 
the Public Service Commissioner. That con
ference was thoroughly r<3presentative of 
employers and employees in the various 
skilled tra-des. During the course of the con
ference a recommend a· ion was unanirnously 
carried recommending the Minieter tD abolish 
thcee fees. I sincerely hope that the Govern
ment will take serio11s notice of and give 
early effect to this recommendation, which 
comes from that conference with a unanimous 
vote. These figures give the position up to 
a fortnight ago-

No. of Apprentices. 
Electrical trade 
Enl'"ineering trade 
Building trade 
Furniture trade 
Printing trade 
Leather trade 
Sheet-metal trade 
Baking trade ... 
Coach and motor trade 
Coopers' tra,de 
Dental mechanical trade 
Boot tra-de 
Clothing trade 
Watchmaking trade 

55 
185 
282 
148 
101 

46 
26 
12 
17 
3 
1 

14 
2 
2 

894 
Fees payable, 894 at £1 7s. = £1.206 18s. 

Hon. mc>mbers will see from those figures 
that, although 894 apprentices have been 
placed in varions trades. there are not 
classes for all of them at the technical 
colleges. As a matter of fact. last Year 46 
apprentices in the leather trade, 17" in the 
coach and motor trade. 3 in the coopering 
tre de, 1 in the c1ental mechanical tntde, 14 
in the boot trade. 2 in the clothing trade, 
and 2 in the watchmaking trade were not 
able to attend classes at all. "'evcrtlwless. 
we ma:; sav that approximately 850 appren
t;crs attended classes at an average cost of 
£1 7s.-or a tota.1 of £1.147 10s. per year. 
That shows the importance of the point I 
ha,vc raised. I would remind the Minister 
tl•a.t the plank nf the Labour platform to 
"·hrch I refer has been in existence since 
Jn.nuary. 1918. and I think the Government 
should take this opportunity of rectifying· 
the position and removing- th'e burden. small 
as it. may seem, from the shoulders of the 
worlong man. 

There is another asnect of the question. 
It is laid down under the ru:;ulations dealing 
with annrenticflship-and the pract-ice will 
be ccntinucd nnder the Apprenticeship Act 
--that all apprent-ices are compelled to 
"ttencl technical classes. The apprentices 
have to pay their fees in a-dvance, and the 
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officials at the Technical College often have 
a great difficulty in collecting them as 
rnost apprentices are tllc sons of working 
men and women, and that furnishes another 
argumer.t why the Government should re
move this disability from the shoulders of 
the working rr1an, as I suggest. 

1\Ir. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): I 
should like to say something on the item, 
" Railway Fares and Freights, Printing,_ 
Stationery, etc.," ·which this year i.., re
duced from £2.400 to £2,000. I have 
already referred to the ncccs-ity for some 
rdorm in the matter of the stationery used 
in the public senice, and I understand that 
something has been done in the Railway 
Department. It "-ould be very nice if this 
department could Join with the other 
<lr-partments with a view to obtaining some 
reform in this direction. I am aware that 
prebably it is j nst as hard to get thPm to do 
that as to get the other States to agree to 
a particular matter. I understand that the 
Commissioner for Railways approved of the 
t:ugge:;.ti.an rna de by Mr. fccogh for the stan~ 
d~rdisation of paper in that department and 
paid him a bonus of £20. and it is estimated 
that that department will save £5,000 per 
annum as a rc·sult. It is stated that eome 
Government depa'rtments are using paper 
costing as much as 3s. and 4s. a lb. Tho.t 
is quite unnecessary. I understand that the 
other States arc going in!o this matter, and 
it seems to me that· there is a foundation 
bcre for something of a reformative nature. 
At any rate, I hope it will eventuate, be
cause at the present time it is quite obvious 
that there is a ronsidorablo waste. The 
State Children Department has already 
initiated a rpform in the size and quality 
of paper used in formal replies. 

Fron1 ahno.::.:t ev ·ry departrncnt we get 
letters of acknowledg-ement on the H'l'Y bc't 
paper.. That costs the whole of the clcp.,rt· 
mrnts a gTcat deal of mon0y, and tlL'rc is a 
g-reat deal ef "'ope for ccononw in thd 
din,ction. The basis of economy· should be 
to keep an eye on these relfltivciy small but 
af'tually large arnounts. Sornc years ago 
the Trea:::.urer n1..., de inquiries Uf to the \Yaste 
in paper, ilnd the rqJort obtained furnished 
a gr0at deal of infonnation. I suggc:-t that 
the Sccrctar:;· for Public Instruction go into 
thi~ xnattcr so far a" it affccl.:J his dcrnrtlncnt, 
and I hope that other departments will follow 
~uit. 

Mr. ROP.ERTS (East 'f'oowoomba): Last 
year the expenditure in connection with this 
vote wa' .£81,349, but this vear wo are appro
priating only £75,662. The hon. mcmb('r for 
Hurrrndo pointed out that "·hen the new 
ApprenticcRhip Bill becom~s law, ther" will 
be need for a greater arnonnt of C'XpPnditnre. 
I do ::tot think anyone "·ill offer any ol"jcction 
to that cxpcnditUI' '. as it i.;:; vpry nccc;~ary 
to give a good d0al of con:;;idcrnt1on to tech
nical education. There is a· technical college 
in Toowoomha. which is in the l\Iinistrr's 
clrctoratP. Cousi·dt>rabL" in1pr·Jvcn1cnt hrls 
been 111adc th0ro durinO" recent vPa rs. The 
g"Pntlcrnnn in rharg:e i .; ~ vcrv can' able offif 'r, 
and is ab1c to .c,;ivo ihe llf'Cf:~~nr~· instnH'tion 
to tho~c attcndii1g thnt college. ·There is onc• 
want, howpy r. and that is increaser! grounc1 
arcommocln tion for fnrtbcr i ~llTHOYC'll1Pnts. 
80m0 rC'frr"~lf'C w;1;;; mnd0 lJ~· th0 Too\-r.,o:nb·l 
City Council to a pronosal to take portion of 
Queen's Pnrk f<lr military purposes, and for 
an exchang-e of land adjoining the college to 
be made with the military amhoritie". \Vhile 

I rea.lisc that lnnd is nccc•,sar.r for military 
rt'quiromcnts, I certainly would stro3s tht0 
point that no p<lrtion of Quc'en's Park should> 
be taken for that nurpose. l\ioncy should be 
found to acquire !"and elsmvhc'rc for militarv 
requirements, leaving the tmrk to the people· 
of the cih- of Toowoomha. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I.:<
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. B1·cnnan, 'f'oo· 
woom.bcr): Tho de1 utmcnt has already given 
consideration to the action of the Federal 
Govprnrncnt in takiu(r oyer certain land for 
defenco purnoses. 'Th·~ Fcde1·al authorities are 
arrrecable tO rrivc lL..; ccrLtin ln nd on \Yhich to 
e;ect the bu'ildin.GS, but in iho meantin1e 
\'.'C hnxo to continue DLlr prcs-::'nt position. 

I appreciate rPfcrl'nccs 'Tiado by the hon. 
ru.en1bcr for Buranda, and the hon. rncmLer 
fur South .BrisbH.nc in colll1. et ion Vi,-·ith certain 
rnatt!._~rs, n11d I promise to giYe full con~jdera
tion to th0rn. The technical colleges arc 
doing grc-~·.t \York, which is apprcciatC'd not 
onlv bv the Government Lut b;- the people 
gei~l'raily throughout the Statl'. _The ~~ppren
tict'~hip ·Connnitt>~c is CCJ·OP-'Llbng w1tl~ the· 
officers of 1ny dcr~trtnwnt, and v :ry satisfac
tory work is. being accoinplishcd. There is a 
\Vo1nen's Con1mlttPc composed of a number
of noble ladies who atir~nd rrnt1 do Vf'ry 
yaluable work for the department at the· 
Technical College as an advisory committee. 

This debate has been protract-·d. but most 
interesting. The Opposition marshalled the!r 
forcco, trained their guns. but f<ltmd their 
powd0r .clamp and their targe~ impregnable; 
thcv were forced to retll'e hlm greyhounds 
aft2r an mLuceeesful chase and they now· 
look flbout as dej ccted. 

Question put and passccl. 

DEPARDIEXT OF 2Y11XES. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES iHon. 
A. J. Jones, Parld>ngto11): I beg !o move--

" That £17.415 be granted for 'Chief 
Office.'" 

The expenditure last _year~ exc0;cd0cl the·. 
amount voted bv this Comm1Uee and 
amounted to £18.680 lls. 8d. This year it 
is not expected that the expenditure will 
reach that level, but we arc askit12· for an 
increase of about £2,000 over !rtst year's. 
E:..ti1nates. 

Mr. BEDFORD (TVarrrgo): It is t{) ~e 
regretted that the search for petrc_lcum. 111 

Queensland has not so f!'r succeeded 'P l·rmg .. 
ing in a well, but the tdcc. that an ;mmense 
territory of marine tertiary bed~ pr<Jvcd to· 
('xist in this countr'· should thcretore be con
oidercd as hopele~s· is quite in oppositio;J to' 
!he experience of petroleum prospector3 m 
other conntries. ·while I was in Alllcrica a 
birr official of a vcrv imnort~nt oil corn
pa~1Y asked n1o ho\v nluch (he a Ycra~' \York
in~ capital of a petroleum pro;:;pec~tt2.~g com
panv had in Amtralia. When I replied that 
£3o:ooo cash \YDrking capital was con;idered 
something considerable, although tho South 
Australian Oil Wells Company hfls s;tent, I 
belicYc, about £60,000, he lauzhcd :end said 
that ono company he was connected with 
Lad spent on the C.Iid-C:ontinental Oil Field 
n sum of 7,500.000 dollars. about £1,500 000, 
,,nc] thev were now committed to th<o further· 
expenditure of 20,000.0GO dollar., althongh all 
the data thev had been able to coliect during 
their earL drilli21g- campaign had been of an 
almost negative ,:haractcr. That is to sny, 
they had spent 7,500,000 dollars and had.: 

1vlr. Bedford.] 
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never in the number of holes sunk brought 
in oil. The very occurrence of petroloulll 
naturally explains that because there have 
been cases, as in !ln Spimlle Top Oil Field, 
·where OYCT a strctcb of conntnr about half <1 

Inile in diamC't(~r the product~,-e wells wero 
so nnmerous that the legs of the derricks 
1-vere interlacing one another. Itnlnediatelv 
outside of that area althoug·h million;' o"f 
dollars had bc''ll spent in drilling, no oil had 
been got outside of tho·c particular holes. 
As furthe·r indicating the difliculti<'; of 
~_uccossful pctrolcurn ln·c:,pccting. I ~sonld 
point out that in 'mother case three or four 
feet outside a 1iLP where oil occurs i:1 a 
<:reYicc ])Ool and ·where produrtjye woEs(· \i•,t, 
holes that were' sunk Jn·oved nb2olutc>l,· drv. 
The l~nitod Stat1._::; haYe a tr0-:11Pnr1ous a·n1ouDt 
of capital, il10 carital of 120.000.00J pooplP. 
They calmly •ake holcl of a job and although 
they may sink 15,000 to 20.000 dry well' .a.ro 
not sufficiently disa t~pointcd to thmw up the 
ga1no \'','hen those vvcl1s arc 1n·oycd duffers. 
ln Au_stralia very little mono:;~ compar.1tive:y 
speakmg. has been spent up to date. I was 
for som·· time associated with the South Aus
tralian ~Jil \'{oils Company, which is pros· 
pechng m a country described by Dr. \Yado, 
now employed by the Con11no1nvcalth Gon:>rn
n~ent as pctrDlcum geologist, as rncrclv a 
thin shoot of marine tortiarv forma.tion 
~ovcring an older landscape. \Ve went c1_o,Yn 
4,500 feet in ihac comparatinly thin sheet 
and we were still in the thin sheet. At 
intervals from ~00 feci down we had gas 
bra::-chcs and certain sho-,·ing of oil-just 
[',bout enough to swear by, ·but not corr.Jncr
ciall:> valuable. That has been the uBc in 
the Roma district, which offers in ._\ustralia 
the be•·t possible chances for successful pet· 
roleum prospectmc- to-day. The amount of 
lcitt"r criticism that has been thrown on the 
failure to date to produce a payable oil ,; dl 
has Yery unJustly extended to the Mmister. 
In point of fact it was necessan for two 
members of this Chamber the otl;er dav to 
reyiow some hosti'e and badly-r·epmtocl state
ment <:>f the 11inister in Lonclor, about a 
railway to ~Mount ha bein~ ah·eadv booked. 
~\. c~aJ·ge of boo~ting was ~a de J-gainst tho 
J\funster, although the real charge was 
against the bad reporter. 'l'he hon.' grmtle
JY,an brought back with hi,n the statement 
he had made in London and in no sense did 
that statement tally with the statement in 
the Press. 

Getting on to the matter of Mount Is a 
here is a case '":here ihere arc over a verY 
large an'a. a senes of ore channels up to a 
mile m wrdth, outcropping for 5 miles and 
probably payable for thr.oe. Part of the 
criticism that was levelled at the :Minister 
was also leve)lod at anybody who had any 
connoctwn wrth that field. The criticism 
was by men who. are not only continually 
turnmg clown socralism. but shriekirw of 
the immorality of it, :-·et they consid~r the 
proper duty of the Government was to pre
serve that field for the Government. and 
that 1hc Government should be intro-duced 
into the highly speculative btrsiness of metal
liferous mining. So far as the storv of the 
working minors on the fir,ld not havincr had 
results, the fact remains that certain people 
"·ho occupy such territory must pay before 
they come into full owNership of the property 
the sum of £~0,000 to the working miner's 
aforesaid. 

Some stat;Oments ha vo been made as to 
the value of the field, which, of oour•e, rs 

[Mr. Bedford. 

partly still in the air. A large amount of 
ore is already showing. Leng h in mming 
parhmce means depth. The depth we have 
gone down to is about 120 to 130 feet and is 
still showing a zone ycry he a vih- leached. 
'l_lhc hard silification of the surfacC roel-.:s has 
maintained most of the values at the sur
face, but immcdiatelv below the surface 
nwteoric waters have 'leached the values in 
silver and lead. \Ye expect that hi~h secondarv 
enrichment \vi!! occtrr at something like 200 
feet. The statements made with regard to 
the Secretary for Public J.\1ines and Mount 
Isa were on 'a par with the shtemonts made 
about petroleum. Of course, 1he statement 
was made by a gentleman whose only know
ledge of mining, I bclim·e, is that he 
deals in spectacles which are du" out of the 
earth in son:e form or other. ~Judging by 

h1s succc:"s as a legif']ator, I pre
[4 p.m.] sumc his Hwccss in his own line 

has been on a par. His grcatec.t 
succf'ss as a spectacle merchant should bo in 
selling spectacles to the blind, who cannot 
cri,icisc. He said that the Secretarv for 
Mines stated that the field would be retained' 
for the working miner. In a groat ba:;o 
m~tal proposition such as this. no working 
nnncr-no g.ouger-\vould bo able to 1uake 
salt. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I never ,.ctid 
that. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I am not saying you did. 
I am answering the Nitici··m of the hon. 
member for Kurilpa. Ho asked, "\Yl10 aru 
the working miners controlling the field 
to-day?" And then, of course, all the 
parrots over on the other side said, " The 
n1emb0r f(Jr \V2rrogo." The hon. rnembcr 
for Knril 11a hlks of -.cwialiom1 as a rotten 
thin~. yet he ad\-orated a policy of <:om
munism; that is to s1v, after the metal 
\Vas praYed to be> in the. field. he said that 
the Government ··.hould immediatclv confis
cate the lot and run the field a.; a com· 
munistic enterprise. Stlll notl1inrr is sur
prising from the boy scout of Km~lpa. 

Mr. KELSO : Or the winner of the Carring
ton Stat('s. 

'l'he CHAIR11IA)J: I would ask the hon. 
member to _,-ithdraw the reflection on the 
hon. mombGr for Kurilpa. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I "·ithclraw it certainly. 
Th0 other critic of the Gm·ernmont and of 
the Minister ,., ·1s the Iron. memb ·r for East 
Toowoomba. The hon. member for East 
Too\voon1ba v,·as trcn1cndouslv exercised with 
the 11 ild idoa that the :\1ir1istpr had made 
thcsc stPtements in London in order to give 
his friends time to unload. There is not 
1nnrh 1nining in \Yalcs of anv sort that is 
valuable for .Australian conlnari~ons, but 
anparcntlv the hon. member for Ea~t Too~ 
"·oomba does not nndorstnnd the existence in 
Australia of men \Yho are as much interested 
in mining pror;ositions for the game as for 
the fitrrke. ~lining in \Vales can1e down to 
the pc,ition of having tan!'ht the whole of 
the smelting world ho\\· hc,,t to roh the 
ncincr. In Lithgow, 1\'cw South \Vales, 
v,·hcrc there~ \vas a smcltr:.r working for some 
ti1 10. the miners noticed after having been 
.'·windled in fifb,on different 1v."-s that the 
sn;oltcr swindles the miner, that there was 
an item of 5s. for canal duos, and when 
they objected to the words "canal due,," 
knowir,g that there wer0 no canals in Kew 
South \Vales, and that the ore was brought 
by railway, they were told that that was 
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"tlways n charge in connection with V\~ elsh 
smeliers, and that it was generallv knoym 
as "Be1·cy." If the hon. member ·for East 
ToowooadJa thinks the 1niners are onlv in 
it for " Bci,.,y'' he 1nakes .a tren1en~dous 
mistak0. The \vork done by the :Minister on 
behalf of mining has been sound. We kept 
a\vay from the mistakes the other StatBs 
JW' de in conr.cction with petroleum or 
pctrokun1 . prospecting by deciding to stick 
to Australwns \vho at least knew Australian 
geology. Dr. \Vade \vas brought here b:v 
the Commonwealth, in whose s·ervice he 
made a tremendous mistake, as I ha ye 
ah·oady mentioned, in deciding that the 
great tertiary beds of South-East and South 
Australia \Ycrc only thin sheets covering an 
older landscape. He "as engaged by the 
Commonwealth Government, although they 
knew he had had no field experience. He 
l.Yas a geologist \Yho knew ovcrv rock 
h<•h,·ccn Brom)>ton Oratory and the Thames 
Embankrnent., but vvhen it came to a kno-w
ledge of artual working conditions he was 
hope Ies·ly at sea. The Agent-General for 
Wc·t Au,tralia cabled of Dr. Wade to the 
\Ye~t Amtralia Minister for Mines that Dr. 
·wade was appointed hv G. H. Reid-aftcr 
dinnl'l'. In this Statn' we Jwye had the 
nesistance o( probably one of the best. 
g-eological staffs that Australia !has eYer 
seen. and the Department and the Minister 
and this party haYe backed them up to an 
extent unimaginable in any State that was 
not under a Labour regime. \York has brcll 
done 111 the cotablishing· of State batteries 
in small field' which come up and haye their 
little clay and die, and those conditions will 
110 rloubt be repeated. I haYc not the 
slightest doubt that, as prospecting is pro
e .. ;edcd. with-nr>t the prospecting that puts 
up a httle working capital and then decides 
to haYc a fl.v on the market and do all its 
mining on the Stock Exchano·c-as honest 
mining is given the capital t<~ O"O on with 
in this State, so must the Golden Age of 
mmcral and metal production rcYert to 
Qur·NL'la ncl. 

Mr. FRY (Tlurilzm): The hon. member for 
\.Yar; ego n1adc smne reference to mv remark:3 
rc:.;nrding :\1ount Is.:t. ~ 

J\Ir. BEDFORD: Y:'s, libellous remarks. 
Tlw SECRET.\IlY FOR :\1TXES: You know noth

ing about it. 

Mr. FHY: Thr Minist0r can s]w:>k by-and
!,y. :\I_v r<'Uarks c'rO to the effect thtlt the 
Govcrnn1ent. policy is the naiiunali.;;;ation 01~ 
50 inli::at1on of mining. 

1Ir. D~DFORD: It is not co1nn1ulli~~tir. 

:Yir. FRY: It is easy to see whcr.' the ho11. 
-nwrnlwr ~tands. The doYct·nnlent nationalised 
the ClJillagoc Inin:'s at a big prim~ v;hen they 
wer0 nnt paying. They also bought :J.lungana, 
and it (hd not pa~', but '' h('H it came to a, 

virg-in field Mount Isa thcv Id it go out 
<Of thPir ~ 

:VIr. BEDFORD: It was never in their hands. 

Mr. FRY: It was a virgin field. and tlw 
G~:v;rnm·•nt had the power of preventing the 
Hlllling speculators of ::\lclbournc and Svdnev 
and members sic'ting on the Government 
bcnchc::< fron1 n1aking it a ga1nbling concern 
on the Stock Exchange. I previously used 
\\-orcls to that effect, and I rL'poat the state
ment again, and say it straight out. It is 
contrary to the policy of the partv to which 
the Minister and the hon. member for 
Warrcgo belong to permit this virgin 

udd, which the GoYcrnment have claimed is 
likely to be onP of the \\ althi<'st fields in the 
world, lo slip into the hands of mining specu
lators, jazzcrs, and nwrnbcrs of his own party. 

Mr. BEDFORD: If von an' not mcrch' 
ig·norant, you aro a '' Qnilp." ~ 

:'lir. FRY: The lwn. m mbcr cmwot den~ 
t1wt it has been the policy of his pcuty. 

'The Sr.cRET.\HY FOR 1-llXES: You1· arga
nwn!s apply to other people for taking it 
ll]l. 

:\Ir. FRY: I am asking you to lH' consistent. 
\Yhat I am saying is this: If ~·on arc going 
to tako ~Iount I~a as an cxatllplc, then you 
:-1r0 not sinrcrc. TlH' argunwnt -<-:hich I put 
forward ·earlier in the session is one that 
cannot be successfully assailed h 0' any member 
of the Labour party. I challengE' then1 to 
risE' up ono after another and a~~ail that 
posi1 ion. if they dare. I ehallPnge t h m man 
to rnan to a;,sJil that positio11, because they 
arc praYing- to the world that they arc not 
sincere in their p-olicy, and in n1att.ors .aff-ec
ting· their own personal interests as wobbly 
a a reed in a varying .wind. 

At 4.11 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (lzJSJcich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, reJicycd the Chair
man in the chair. 

J\Ir. CORSER (liurnr·tt): I am not going 
!o say !hat it is my policy to adnJCatr that 
fields like Mount Isa should be h·tndlcd bv 
the State. I think it is quite a reasonable 
policy that those ''"ho arc ~uccP~~ful in finding 
>Y<'alth should enjo.\ it. considct·ing that we 
are ondc·aYouring to C'ncourng people to go 
ou1· and find new fic·lds and nc>v >Yealth which 
will be enjoyPd by the wholl' cnlllllllllli1y. 
I trust that those \Yho went flr>t to Mount 
ha and \vho w0r2 fortunate to peg out the 
:.>;round "-ill reap their re\varcl. I hope that 
rnan:v otheu who arc looking for tn~asure in 
other part' of the State will be ~nccessful. 
Fnfortnnatch- >ve ar' not successful in all 
our mining y.enturcs, whether it be for metals 
or for oil. It is not so long ago that I dis
agreed \Yith a proyisiou in the Petroleum Bil! 
~jving to out:::iclers and foreigners an oppor
tunity to com~' ju and SP\'llrC "YYcalth b~· rnining 
for petroleum in this State. The only oppor
tunitv was throu:rh Dr. Milwm and any 
of hfs party who may be Am<'ricans. \Vo 
know that after !L certain amount 
of Australian capital had been put into 
this Milsom bore at Orallo, and after 
it hacl been opened by the Minister, 
"-e "ere told by the hon. gentleman that he 
was able to sav that oil had been struck. 
\Ye were vcr:v i)lr~scd to know that he \Vas 

~angnin0 t.o that 0xtcnt, but .. Ullforin11ately, 
his statement has not been borne ont bv facts 
or by the opinions of Government e~perts. 
Since thP Go\·ernrnent or the Mini· t0r \VC'l'f' 

so 0arlv nl'lcle aware of the discovcrv of oil 
it scen1s strange that neither the J\linister, 
the department, nor any nw111 ber of the 
Govcrnn1ent knc\v of the obstruction vrhicll 
has been delibera.t ly or othrrwise plnced ir' 
the bore. It has not been made clear wlwthcr 
th0 oh true! ion as nlaccd therp b,- accid0nt 
or dPlib rat0 act. Tlw J\Iinister In~ not been 
nhl(' 0v0n at this late date to give ns any 
inforrnation on that p-oint, although he was 
ahl~~ to giYe us the good inforrnation at a 
Y<'r.v early stage. \Ye would like to kno.,,, 
wh~ther an.v of the foreigners \Yho Pnjoycd 
priYilegcs uncler the Act to v:hich I rdet· 
were able to unload on the people. \Ye would 
also like to know if these foreigners 

J.1I r. C orser.] 



1128 Supply. lASSEl\IBLY.] Supply. 

are still in the country. When the Bill was 
introduced the Minister made it clear that it 
lt aB intL'nded _to protect 1\u.stralian intcrest::i, 
to do awa-- Wlih lJOgus concorm, and prot et 
the mvcstor. Ono of the thiugs the inYostor 
wa~>b to _imd out at an early elate about any 
venturo 1s 1--:.'h' thcr smnething is 1vrong or 
not, so that the other follow may not got 
the' adyantago. It has not boon made clear 
v,:lw \Vas a \1 arc of the obstruction in the toro, 
or vYhether an.r rnonctarv aclvantao-e WdS 

scf'urcd b.Y tho;; who wcro~a,\·are ot it to the 
detriment of the prcscut shareholders. I 
would like to know, too. from the ~1iuistor 
what informatiou he has· with reo·ard to the 
principals, with who1n he evid _'ntlv was 
farniliar~at any rate so far a:5 thL•ir~rno,e
rn: nts WPro conccrnc{l--ill the early wo1king 
of the bore. W o would like to knov: >Yhcth,•r 
thoy arc in the countrv, and I thjnk it \Yould 
be a roe ,J thing if tho "GoYPrmnent hok upou 
themselves the -duty which they said dcn>h-od 
upon tlwm "hen the Petroleum Bill was 
before the House of protecting the share
holders in th: State. They should let the 
country knovr just \Vhat the po~ition is at 
Orallo. If it is c:~fo and sound, it is not fair 
to tho'" who have their moneY in it that 
these thin,;s should lJe ecid. an-d that there 
should be '<l much socrec.'. · 

Mr. lLmTLEY: It is " private company. 
Vl"h5 eau thPy not look after themselves? 

Mr. CORSER: The Act gives the Govern
naent power to protect those priYate indi
viduals. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You bclieYo in ir!-dividua
lism, do you not? 

Mr. CORSER : If I do believe in inrli
vidualism, I nevertheless disagrPed when the 
Bill was g·oing through with the provision 
~>;iving to ce-rtain foreigners the same rights 
as Australians enjoy, that is, the right to 
pariicipate-·after the ngn"ement had been 
dr>twn up and ratifie-d bv Parliam 'nt-in the 
concession of a vc>ry large area of country. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'vhNES: It is an ~\.us
tralian compan:-·. 

Mr. CORSER: It is not an Australian 
company. It was floated in Au-tralia but 
certain .:\moric1'lns were sucCessful in cnj~ying 
the right to which Australians were entitled. 
Th, se Yankc0s or outsiders were unable to 
enjoy that right except in this way. Section 
10 <'f the PotrolE'um Act gave them that 
ril'h!. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:"-J: Order! 
The hon. gentleman will not be in order in 
discussing an Act of Parliament on this 
vote. He will be in order in discussing the 
administration of this department. 

Mr. CORSER: That section proves that 
what I say is right. If I am not right, why 
were certain words omitted from the Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I sav they are 
not foreigners. · 

Mr. CORSER: I say there is no nece;sitv 
for them to be .\ustralians or Briti-hers. · 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I say they are. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:"-J: Order! 
I ask the hon. gentleman to confine his re
marks to the vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I gave the 
names when the hon. gentleman raised the 
question. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. geHtleman did 
not give us information about a lot of other 

fll.lr. Cot·ser. 

points that were raised. Ho did not tel! 
uc whether there was going to be any trouble 
in connection with the Lore. He did not 
tP!l us wlwu the trouble g-ot there. but he 
was the first in Australia to inform the 
public that they had struck oil, and since 
then a great amount of money has been 
it1Ylstud by A.ustralians. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I qualified that 
st.,tement. 

Mr. CORSER: Since then certain trouble 
hc.e. occurred, and the Minister does not 
know anything about it to-day. He does not 
claim to know \Yhere the principal of the 
company is to-day. The public haYo not been 
ttbh' to secure that information from the 
Minister. There are a number of share· 
holders in Australia who would like to know 
more about this serious matter. The 
Minister was the first to give them the 
idorrnation some months ago that oil had 
been struck, hut he cannot give them any 
i1Jforn1ation novv. 

Tbere is another matter which is of great 
importance to the State, and that is the 
coal mining industry in Central and 
i\orthern Queensland. It would be very 
interesting to know the total cost per ton 
to the Railway Department of coal from 
the Styx River coallield, the Baralaba coal
flc,ld, the Bowen coalfield, and the Mount 
Mulligan coalfield. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I shall bo glad 
b giYc the hon. gentleman that information. 

Mr. COHSEU: Probably the Minister will 
be able to explain the difference between 
the different charges to the Railway Depart
ment. In 1923 the Styx River coal cost 
32s. 2d. per ton on trucks, and was wld to 
the Hailway Department at 25s. per ton, 
which means a loss of 7s. 2d. per ton to the 
mine. The Blair Athol coalfield, which is 
being starved because of the opening of 
those State coalfields, is able to supply coal 
to the department at 10s. 6d. per ton, 
which is 14s. 6d. per ton loss than the cost 
ot the Styx River coal. 

Mr. FOLEY: You want to be fair and add 
the freight from Blair Athol. 

Mr. CORSER: What about the freight 
from Mount Mulligan? If the hon. gentle
n,an added the freight from Mount Mulligan, 
he would get an unfair comparison from 
another point of Yiew. The cost of coal at 
Baralaba is 18s. 9d. per ton, and it iq sold 
to the Railway Department at 14s. 10d. per· 
ton, which is a loss of 3s. lld. per ton to 
the mine. Those are the figures that Mr. 
Monaghan compiled from the 1923 ligurcs. 

The SECRETARY FOR M:INES.: They arc 
wrong. 

Mr. CORSER: We know that the State 
Labour Organiser, l\lr. J oscph SilYer 
Colliugs, acldr .ssed a meeting at iho Blair 
Athol mine about the end of June, and 
tried to smooth things over. A r<'port of 
the meeting was sent to the olficial organ 
of the party, but apparently it did not 
g-iYe the same satisfaction that the 
organiser's ~peech did at Blair Athol. The 
speech of the organiser gave every satJs
faction \vhen he was there, but there has 
been no result of his visit and speech. The 
miners at Blair Athol h•we made h very 
honest public appeal on behalf of the mine 
nnd on behalf of the calling they are follow
ing, The men there are not getting quarter
time, and are living on with their wive:; 
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and families in the hope that the Govern
ment will allow thi' Held to be opened up 
b·r fair competition. It is not the proprieton 
alone who arc asking this, but the miners and 
their wives. 

Mr. J\1AXWELL: They are beiag starved 
out. 

Mr. CORSER: Something should be done 
by the Government to enable ; his wonder
fL<lly rich coal mine to be worked on full 
time to secure a full profit to the company, 
full wages to the miners, and good coal to 
the consumers. Sueh a policy would result 
in a profit to the State. On the other hand. 
the St;:L· coal n1il1cs arc· bcin:s worked 
at a los-, and the coal is being secured by 
the Railway Department at a loss. When 
the charg"' on that coal are compared with 
the charg-es made for the Blair Athol coal, 
a far greater la'S is exhibi•ed. \Vhatevcr 
can be said about State enterprises and the 
argument of the Govcrnmo'1t that they giYc 
to their workers better condition' which 
enable them to secure be• ter results ~nd pro
duce _a b ttcr article at a cheaper rate, the 
fact remains that the Government will not 
allow any competition <o far as the Blair 
Athol coal mine is concerned. 

Mr. Cor.uxs: vYhat nonsense! Vie have 
eo m pc'~ tion _up at Bow~n from a proprietary 
coal mme r1ght alongside the State mine. 

Mr. CORBER • This valuable mine at 
Blair Athol is hampered because the Gm,ern
ment ,,-ill not allow the mine to operate by 
grVIng- It a contract, even though such actioi1 
would result in a saving to the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is handi
capped by distance. 

_Mr CORSER: It is not handicapped b,
dJstanco when compared with JV1ount Mulli
gan_ The handicap in the case of Blair 
Athol is not distance. At a recent minino
cJ,•legatcs' meeting at Ipswich the following 
~gurcs were g<ven as to the cost of produc
mg a ton of eo a l at the State coal mines and 
the selling rates •-

Ton. pPr Ton. 
1

1 co:~1! S;l~in~ R1~c --------1---- ----
Bowcn .. 
Baralaba 
Styx _. .. 
~Iount }1ullban 

1

1 £ 8. r1. I 
0 1!l 8 I 

I 0 18 () I 

I i ]~ g I 

£ 8. d. 
0 16 0 
0 14 10 
1 0 0 
1 12 

The SECRETARY FOR I,IINES : That is not 
right. 

:\1r. CORSER • Then "hy were thesll 
~gmes give~ at tl~c mining delegates' me-et
wg at Ips,Hch? The loss on the Baralaba 
State coal mine for the six months W'ls 
£2.400. \Yhon hon. mPmbcrs look at those 
figure-' and realise that the Blair Athol com
pany f"Juld ,,,--~li for le::;s and secure a profit, 
the rncn could s~r.ure high 'vagcs and enjoy 
Y·'asonablc conchtwns for their wives and 
families. a';'d the. Sta'e could effect a saving 
bv. pm~chas1.ng t~1s coaL the}' will agree some
thmg ~> bcmg done to boom and give unfair 
adnmtages to the Shte coal mines. \Vhat
ever argument mi1rht bo adduced for social
ism and the socialieat'on of our industries 
it cannot s' and criti~isrn. as these figure~ 
Rhow that Stntc socia1istic cnterpris~s are 
being run at a loss ap-ainst the operations of 
nriv,,te enterprise. which ran take a similar 
article from the earth at a profit. 

Mr. COLLINS: .Are you quoting from 
flgures which were compiled before the advent 
of the State coal mines'! 

:i'.Ir. CORSRR: The hon. member ·,yill find 
it very difficult to make a comparison of 
pri<r s as the''' exi--t to-day. vVc !mow that in 
1nost industries where thoro is no co1npetition 
there is a possibility of an excess price being 
charged, but to-day, with the development 
of Blair Athol, thc·y arc able to produce> coal 
at the advantage I have stated. It will be 
Yery hard fo·r nwmben of th<e Govcmment 
le• ju,tify this privilege to the State field 
o.nd this starving of a proprietary Held and 
the starving of tlvJ men th2re who sh:mld bP 
\Vorking under an award and receiving a 
remuneration that would provide a decent 
living. 

:\.1r. RIORDAN (Burkc): I think the yote 
of the Depa-rtwont of Mines is u Yory im
rortant -.me. and one that shoulcl rc~ciY.J some 
consideration. No doubt we haYc recentlv 
had a stir in connection with the mining 
industry of the Sta t.e, more esjlecially in the 
2'\orthcrn parts of Queensland. Quite l'oecntly 
there was a big move caused by the discovery 
of payable ore on the Mount Is~ field. Up 
to the present we have had nothing definite 
or practical about :Mount Isa. It remains for 
the fidel to prove itself before anyone' can 
make any statements with regard to its 
Yalu8 or otherwise. Ko doubt, as a. result of 
:VIr. Saint Smith taking over the manage
ment of the :Mou!lt Isa Mines Limited the 
public were given a. lead an~! some p~ple 
im·ested in the fidd with great confidence. 
That "as mainlv because Mr. Saint Smith 
left his positi6n in the Denartmm1t of Mines 
and went to Mount Isa ~s manager. Evi
dently there was a string to his job in reserve 
so that after twelve months Mr. Saint Smith 
might return to the denartment. He has 
recently resigned from the Mount Isa Mines, 
Limited, and is going back to the depart
ment, and the result may be a diminishing of 
Jmblic enthusiasm for the field. The Lawn Hill 
111inf' v~ as vvorkod many years n go. and is a 
far better proposition than Mount Isa. Mr. 
F:llis, of Cloncuny, went along to Lawn Hill 
and opened it up. To-day he has thirty men 
working there, and is giving a good practical 
fiemonstration of what he is pre:oarcd to do 
n~ a prospector jn opening up 1nincs far 
-distant from uny port. Everyone will wish 
Mr. Ellis success. as he is one of the good 
old pioneers of North Queensland. and one 
v ho does not go about boosting thine s 

HONOURABLE ME~mERS : Hear. hear ! 
::'cir. RIORDAN: He sets :tbout the !llatter 

quidly, and in a practical fashiou. By the 
last tJ·ip of the s.-< "Kallatinn" he sh1pped 
from Dnrkr'town 50 tons, and b,- the next trip 
he has 80 tons of ore for shipment. I think 
the assavs r,•ceived from Lawn Hill will show 
some ju~tifintion for my saying that it is a 
better Held than Mount Isa. The assays from 
Lown Hill show 70 per cent. leorl and 40 
ounces of si h--er to the ton. I he ye he-re a. 
1eport fro'll the wa-rden. Mr. :\>fcLean. of 
Croydon, \Yho rer·ently ,-isitcd the {ield, in 
' hich he says-

" I feel suro the field will be gi.-on a 
good trial and snceess will be asnred if 
we <>an only get railway com1nunication." 

Everyon" lnows that railway communication 
is desirable. but before the Government 

build a railway to a mining 
[4.30 p.m.] field they should see that the 

Held is first established. There 
would bo some justification for the building 

Mr. Riordan.l 
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of a raihYa y line from Burkctown to La,yn 
Hill, and the justifrcation is that the country 
around Lawn Hill is quite as gcod as the 
country in the Gympio district, and in thD 
event of the mines giving out, that country 
would support a sufficient population to 
enable the railway to pay. ~h. McLPtn, 
continuing his report, says-

" Although high-grade ore (70 per cent. 
load and 40 ounces sih·cr)· has only been 
exposed in any great quantities on tho 
Lilydale, Mended Hill, Silver King, and 
Gre-'JJc1· Britain le.asc:5, there is no reason 
'vhy it should not be forthcoming in 
other leases on development work being 
undertaken. On the other hand, there 
is no lack of lower-grade carbonates (20 
per cent. lead) which could be tr-eated 
on the field by smelting, for which pur
pose,; there is plenty of wood and water 
available." 

Previ-ously. when these mines wer-e worked, 
it cost £8 a ion to tr<r,nsport the ore from 
Lawn Hill down to Burketown; then lighter
age cost £1 10s. a ton, and freight £2 10s. 
a ton, and the cost practically killed tho 
mine at that time. Since Mr. Ellis has 
started there the teamsters have reduced 
their charge for carriage to Burketown io 
£4 a ton, and the lighters have reduced 
their charge to 10s. a ton. The freight on 
the " Kallatina " is £1 a ton, and harbour 
dues 9d. a ton, making the cost £5 10s. 9d. 
a ton landed on the Cairns wharf. Mr. Ellis 
expects to produce 300 tons of ore a week 
in the very near future. so there is 
some justifrcation for assisting a man of the 
type of Mr. Ellis. who is prepared to do the 
practical work. The warden continues-

': Apart from mining, the country is 
splPndidly adap'ed for pastoral (she-ep 
and cattle) and agricultural purposes. 
It possPsses two wonderful running rivers 
in the Gregory and Lawn Hill Creek, the 
like of which I have not seen in anv 
part of Queensland." ' 

I am doubtful whether he has seen anything 
better than the Gregory River in any part 
of Australia. I am doubtful if there is a 
river in Australia that has a greater volume 
of water going to waste. The same applies 
to the Lawn Hill Creek There are 60,000 
gallons a day runmng to waste down the 
Lawn Hill Creek. The warden continues-

" If this cou,ntry were opened for 
doser settlement it would be rushed and 
if the field w0ro worked, a suitable 
market would be close at hand. When 
mining diminished a population would 
be established, as ~t Gympie. 

"From my ·experience of the Gulf. I 
must say that neither Normanton nor 
Croydon posse' Jes anything to be com
pan,d with the hin'erland of Burketown 
for richness of natural re•,ourccs, and tho 
nrovision of railway communication from 
Dobbyn to Burketown. via Gregory 
Downs, would open up ono of the fairest 
provinces of our gr-eat Commonwealth. 
Sheep and cattle thrive on its pastures 
its mineral contents are rich and varied: 
and its running streams prm·ide the 
Jn<•am of irr'll'ation for its arable lands, 
which, to my own k'lowledge, grows 
super-excellent vege'ables and tropical 
fruits. Mr. Gcorge Phillips. C.E., also 
states that sugar-cane should flourish 
here, and experiments with cotton have 
proved successful. 

[Mr. Riordan. 

" This rs indeed a land of promise, 
but, in my opinion, that promise cannot 
be fulfilled until it is linked up by rail
way with a port. It is a land of vast 
distances, and those distances must be 
bridged before metals or produce can be 
handled with success." 

I think that report would justify some action 
being taken to as;ist this field. If the time 
is not ripe for the building of a light railway 
from Burketown to the Lawn Hill field, then 
the :Main Roads Board might well send a 
man across to report on a road from Lawn 
Hill dmvn to the ballast ground at Bnrke
i own. This, I think, should be one of the 
n1ain roads. 

:Mr. KELSO: What is the distance? 

Mr. RIORDAN: It is b<?bYccn 130 and 140 
miles to the ballast ground. This field "ould 
scnc as a feeder to Chillagoe until such time 
as the Government can assist :Mr. Ellis to 
c~tablish hi, own v;orks. Mr. Ellis is a very 
f'lllerprising 1nan. \Vhen it is necessary to 
have the mining and concentration 1vork done 
on the field, he .,-ill have no hcoitation in set
ting; about the erection of a plant there. 
With a CD!nbination of the Cloncurry and 
Lawn Hill fields it might be practicable to 
establish a smelting works at Burketown, 
where this ore could be trcilted. 

As the Public ·works Commission intend 
to make a report in regard to railway com
munication with Mount Isa. I fail to see 
why the Government should continue the 
foolish policy of hauling good' and ores 600 
or 700 miles to Towmvillc whC'n th~ro is a 
port 'vithin a cowlle of hundred miles of the 
field. I think that policy is a bad ono and 
that these minerais should go to the natural 
port. Even if it is continued now, that 
policy will eventually have to be altered. 
Mr. McLean, who has recently visited the 
district, says there is nothing to comparB 
with the Burketown district in regard to 
mineral, pastoral, and agricultur::l wealth, 
and eventually we shall h.1ve a b1g popula
tion _up there. There is nothi~~ like mini':g 
to grve a town a start. A nnmng townshrp 
will spring up in a night. \Vhen on thcll' 
visit to make a report in connection with 
a railwn:<- from Kajabhi to Mount Isa and 
tl-.ence to a Gulf port, the Public \Vorks 
Commission might well pay a visit io the 
Lawn Hill mine and up as far as the 
Grcgorv Hotel. I think that. in justice to 
the Gulf and Cloncurrv districts. the Com
mission should also travel from Burketown 
to Normanton and take m·idence in both 
places. ?\ormanton has been left practi
cally without attention from anv Govern
ment for the past half centur:-.·. Govcrnmen_ts 
have done well out of the Gulf country m 
connection with mining, but very little of 
the mane,· collected on those mining fields 
has been expended to try and keep the plan 
going after mining has commenced to go 
down. It is regrctb ble that metals h~ve to 
be carried from Cloncurry to Townsv1lle by 
rail. a distance of 500 miles, when they 
could be taken bY water to a good port 
within a couple ·>of hundred miles from 
where the metal is produced. I think that 
the Lawn Hill field will. in the Yl'l7 nea1· 
futuro, be one of our very big minim; fields, 
because the proprietors of the s.s. " Kalla
tina" have been very generous in thel r re-due. 
tion of ireio-ht, and the tenmstPrs and the 
people who 7,re conducting the lightering at 
Burketown have been very considerate also. 
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I "ant to say something about the Mining 
Act and Its admin~>tration. Miners and 
!Jrospectors have grca t difficulty in getting 
. rniners' righ~s and in getting to . w~H~?n~, 
\Yho arc stat10ned onlv at places hko Cros · 
·don, Cloncurry, and other big centres. That 
means that the prospector has to come a 
long >yay in before he can do any busine_ss. 
VVhat is '"Tong ·with 1naking every po1~ce 
-comtable and officer in charge of a police 
station an acting warden? 

A GovERN:\IENT lYIE:\InER: Giving thcrn 
more duties? 

Mr. RIORDAN: It would not mean 
putting· another policeman there to carry 
·out the duties, and. "·ith all the duties 
which the policeman has to [Wrform, I haYe 
11ot seen one of then1 who was bent a ncl 
lean 11s a rc .. ult. (Laughter.) I <lm not 
going to pull my own log about the police
man ha vine: tco ·much to do. He does th<' 
little jobs that cc me his ·.• ay willingly and 
without complaint. and I am sure would be 
only too p!r ascd to do \Yhat I suggest iu 
:\'ortl:ern and vYcstcrn Queensland in order 
to a• 'is! tlw miner and prospector. There 
would then be no difficultv regarding appli
"'ation... I think that the .. :'\lining Act might 
also lw amended to provide that all police 
~tations on mining fields shall be appointed 
as n1ining registries, to help in the grant
ing of mineral. area.s .. and leases. That 
would Le of g-reat assistance to the pros
·pector Th., man must be either a fool or 
a knave who will not admit that the pros
pector has been the pioneer of tbo countr;<' 
I speak nf, and that be has been responsible 
for the opening of many a place like Gympie, 
Charter.s Towers, Croydon. and Cloncurry, 
which otherwise would haYe taken many 
vears to build up, and which have given 
~nany a big lift to Governments during try
ing periods in our history. 

I also think that the Act should be 
arnoHdod to provide that no mineral claim 
·ether than a gold area tenable under a 
mincr'.s right should contain lei<s than 5 
<rcres. It is hold that the area tenable under 
the Act at present is too limited tD enable 
su~cessful operations to be carried on. To 
a rnan who hus spent six or t-we1Yc n1onths 
·in prospecting, and 1vho then lands on som~
t.hiHg good, anything sn1all0r than 5 acres 1~ 
abcolutdy no g-ood. vVe sec what happened 
at Mount Isa. I suppose the prospectors 
·got more out of Mount Isa than they have 
CVL'r u:oi before, and that "·as the result of 
the Goyernment fixing the area of the lease 
at 5 acrr·s. It was a g-ood thing- for the 
prosrwctor. Previously he bad been eaten 
up by ,hark'. who gave bim share'' an;l 
then squeezed him by nwans of calls until 
tiH':V £~ot his shares for practically nothinr;. 
and then they brought on the boom. Until 
·Mount Isa the prospector ba.s neYcr been 
sucressful in getting anything much out of 
a find. 

Mr. FHY: You >Yill ha Ye to settle with the 
hon. nwmber for vVarrego for what you said 
a bout Mcunt Is a. 

2\Lr. RIORDAK: The hon. member for 
Warre!Io is no different from the hon. mem
ber fm: Knrilna. It is vcrv intcrc.,ting to hear 
the etatcment of the ·hem. member for 
Kurilpa, but be should rcm0mber that he 
is not very often here when I am speaking. 

Mr. FHY: You do not agr00 with th0 hon. 
member for vVarrego about Mount Isa? 

Mr. RIORDAK: It would not matter to 
me if King Gcm·gc was there. 1£ !hat was 
m,v opinion I would cxprc~s. It .. It IS a ~attcr 
of indlff,'r0!1CC' to ITIC IYhO IS lll th~) huS111PSS . 
If the hon. mc•mbcr htu accused the hon. 
n10n1bcr for \Varrc'go of Lring a 111iuing specu~ 
later that is no! my fault. I d7 not agree 
\Yith hin1 that thP hon. n1crnbrr 1~ a 1n11~1ng 
specnlatm·. The hon. ~twmhcr for Kurrlpa 
js running a :-idcline n1 scllu1p,-,. spcetac1Ps. 
and sun'lv ihP hon. nH'lll bcr for \\ arrego ha::5 
a.-- n1~1ch i·ight to carry on son1e othPr oecupll· 
tion. 

Area~ should be set asid, 011 n1ining fields 
as~ rcserYrs for grazing purpos0~. 1 Tho_t i:" 
fonnd ncec" ,,arv as the shin~ coun:·ld at hnF s 
n1u~t,•r thf' rc~e'ryc ::-; and irnpouncl the horses 
of the public. It could be pro,-irkcl that the 
nun1hcr of stork posscssc•d by any_ prrs~n 
should be limit0d to ten head .. It I'- neces
sary to haYc some such provrston 111 our 
mifljng la,Ys. A reserve vvonld not. br much 
-:-ood unless there was water on rt .. n;>d I 
~an hardly imagine any Land Commr~sroner 
coming along-although _thov do stuprd ~~mg> 
at lin1cs-and setting asld{' a l'CserYc vntnont 
water on it. If there is no >Yater on the 
reserve. it will be useh~ss as a reserYc. 

L<'t m<' now deal with lhe qt~P~tion of the 
111inrr's ri[!'ht. .A prospcf'tor rnakf's ~pphc_a~ 
tion fo1.· ~{ rnincr"s right and l'C'CC'lY0'' It. 
hut it is not yerv clear in the Ad a'"· lo what 
po-y-f'r~ the rnin.C'r's right gives hin1. You 
1na.Y b;· pro"pecting on somconn's run, and 
he n1av come a]ong and hand :vou oyer to 
th'• poiicf'. An instance llas occurrf..'d \'rhr-ro 
two rncn 'vcrc found on a lease and were 
firH rl £5 for prospccting~v.,-hich \VflS ~l:f's
pa~sing--on that propert:\'. . Some drfinr!r~n 
shon]cl be~ placed in the D1Inlng· la\Ys as ~.-o 
what arc the rights of a prosp ·ctor who 
holds a rnirlC'r's right. Ffc caunot prospcet. 
on priYa to proprrtv. and he car_rnot prospect 
within 200 vards of certam workmgs. A man 
mav hold 'a miner's right and may make 
application for a lease, and still not be able 
to carry out pro--peeling on that lease. 

At 4.51 p.m .. 
The CHAIR:\! AN rc~umr>cl the _chair. 
Th<• SECRE'c.\RY FOR MrxEs: He cannot ]1ros-

1wcl on priYate property now except for s1h·er 
;,ne! gold. . 

1\Ir. RIORDA:'--J: Ko. Take tlw Cfullag:oo 
di:-;t.rict. ThcrP arc great arcns hel~ under 
]pasp then•, but nobodY has the nght to 
1n·osrH'ct thern. Even if the Gov-Tnnlcnt _do 
hold those lca-;e-; ..--s rr-;f'rYt'''· or us a pr?trct1on 
ng<Linst certain things, they should gtve per~ 
rnis.--iou to pro~llCctors to prDsp0ct on. thcn1. 
l~nl-~::; von get the prosprctor ,xorlnng . on 
this "l'~nnd vou aro going- to gd nothmg 
out of it., boe.:mse the prospector i., th': man 
1:ho will fm<l tho oro for ;~·on. He IS the 
nuu1 "-ho will give a prarhc[d .dcn1onstrRtion 
as to 'd1eihcr t.bo ore i~ thcr' or not. So!nc 
proYision ~honld bP made fnr the prc·tPrhon 
of both the lca"choldcr "ncl +he prr .. poctor, 
and fDD10 compensation shonlrl be giv.•n alsn 
to the discoverer of payable ore-bc;d,es. A 
prospector could be giYcn ncr'111~s1on to 
prospect un\Yorked lPa<;C'f'. Take th0 area 
around Dobhvn and othc~· such areas. 
The mine· in those drsinds hove not 
been worked for so~11c time becau~~ _of 
the state of the copper markrt. VI h b 
'"" have men who follow the ccc•l!1atron of 
nro(,pPctjnp;, and \vhilc l\"C hnYe 111C'll \Yho are 
looking for rations. and 1• hilo we hove men 
who are willing to \York and gd the ore out 
of any of those leases t lult h1 .-e not been 

Mr. Riordan.] 



1132 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

worked for so kmg, we should allow the 
prospector to get that ore out in the interests 
of the Shto rather than that he should be 
thrown on the unemployed market and be 
compelled to obtain Govcrnmc'nt relief or 
draw uncn1ploy1nent insurance. 

Now let me refer to exemptions. There 
is no limit to the period for wnich exemp
tions may be granted. They arc subject to 
periodical review, but they should have a 
limit, say, of two year,. lf at the end of 
twelve months the whole of the conditions 
of cxcn1ption, such as the n1anning of lease~ 
etc., havo not been fulfilled, the area should 
l'l'Y('rt to th~· Crc.;\Vll. It is not advi:::able to 
a1Jo\v any one company, prospector, or any
ono else to hold on to land if there are 
people who are able and eager to work it 
and raise the ora that is upon it. 'The 
Government should give every assistance to 
e!lable those who are willing to work the 
land to secure and work it. 

The CHAIR:VIAN : Order ! 'l'he hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. T.\ YLOR (Windsor): I have lately 
been reading the report of the department 
for hst year, which is well worth studying. 
(b the first page of the report I observe 
the following words-

,, Under tho circumstances, therefore, 
the cominc:; year may be faced with 
optimism." 

\Ve have been told that for a good number 
of years. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWA::<r: \Vhy become a 
pessimest just on the eve of success? 
(Laughter.) 

1\lr. TAYLOR: Since the present Minister 
has had charge of the depanment, he always 
commences the operations for the year with 
optimism, but ends the year with huge 
tlnancial losses and deficits on the under
takH gs iu which the department has been 
engaged. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::<rES: A]] miners are 
optimists. They would not be miners if 
they were not. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am aware of that, and 
I think the Minister is the boss optimist of 
the whole of them. Of all the financial 
yeutures in which the Gov-ernment have in
dulged and which have made such enormous 
losses, the ventures in connection with n1in
iJJg in the Chillagoe district simply take the 
cake. I hnve stated in this Chamber on 
rnore than one occasion that State enter
prises can only be justified when they can be 
shown to be of benefit to the whole of the 
conBnunity. Thut is not the case in con
nection with the mining ventures which 
have he en under the administration of the 
Minister for some considerable time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MlNES: The State coal 
mi1:es are all right. Vi'hat about them? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I believe that-, if anyone 
Buggested to the Minister that there \\as· 
a possibility of securing coal in the sun, he 
would try to send someone there to 
prospect. 

The SFCRF.TARY FOR MIKFS : I \VOuld not 
listen to some of your party who tried to 
get me to take on one or two of their old 
tnines. 

M'r. TAYLOR: I do not know what mem
bers of my party die!, but I do know that the 
operations of the department have resulted 
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in the loss of tens of thousands of pound& 
which could have Leen spent nwre profitably 
in developmental work and other channels. 
The manager of the Chillagoe mines, Mr. 
Goddard, at page 100 of his report, snys-

" The installatioll Df contract work 
generally on tbis field would be a great 
factor financially in assisting this enter
prise." 

That is a nerfectly clear state:ncnt. Tho 
Minister has a duty to pr~rfurm. \Vhen a 
responsible man like Mr. Goddard, who has 
charge of such enormous \vorks as are being 
onerated at Chillagoe, 1nake,s use o[ words 
like that it is th,e duty of tho Minister to· 
reo that 'the recommendation is cal"ried ouL 
lie is charged with a tremendous expO'lditure· 
of monev which is covered bv the vote •vith 
which \\:d a re now dealing; 'ho is a trusb~er 
o{ the public funds, and he has a right so to. 
spend and inn,c,t that public monc.v that 
1hcre will be a. fair return. I comrno ·d that 
recommendation to the :Nlinister for his con~ 
eideration and for the considc,ration of the· 
Govern1nent. 

}\Jr. COLLlNS: l\'ow quote the SCCO'lCJ la't 
line of Ylr. Goddard's report. 

Mr. TAYLOH.: 1 will give the hon. mem
ber :\lr. Goddard's report in a little while. 
I IMYC it here for the express purp8se of 
enlightening the l'on. member. If there i& 
u.uy 1nember who wants cnlightenir~g, it is 
the hDn. member for Bowen. The hon. mem
ber is always talking about the dark ages. 
but I do nDt think he has evel· emerged 
from the dark a1;cs. (Laughter.) This is 
,·chat Mr. Goddard has to oay with regard t<~> 
the smelting works-

" ThP smelting works can only be 1·un 
intermittently, duo to insufficient ore sup
plies. 'I'hc plant is capable of treating 
300 tons of ore per day, but the aYailable
supplies only totalled about 60 por cent. 
of the_ rcquirer~ tonnag;; \vhich n1oaus an 
cxccssn-e smelt1ng cost. 

These arc the remarks of the gentleman who 
has been in charge in C.:hillagoe for a number 
of vears and knows what he is talking about
'rhB renort contint1es~ 

"-The smelting plant generally is yory 
scattNod and not economically laid out, 
and this consi<:lerably increases the cost 
of handling." 

Mr. CoLLIXS: Good old private entNprise !: 
\Ye took it ov<'r from them. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: The bigger "mugs" ,1·ou 
to take it over. To continue-

" In addition, the 1--nildings and. 
machinery are Yery old, ~nd mainten_auce 
and renewals are accordmgl.- exco'"IH{v 
high. During the wet season nearly 30(J 
feet of our inclined flue cha mbcrs leading 
to the stack at the summit of the hill 
fell in and had to be rebuilt with n'in
forced concreto." 

Mr. CoLLINS: H was built by tn·iyate· 
£'llh'rprisc. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The lwn. 
gentleman will not be in order in di.icns: lng. 
this matter on this vote. The hon. mbllh~r 
i~· discussing a question which 1nay be dis
cussed under the T2·ust and Special Funds, on 
page 120 of the Estimates. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I thought I could discuso. 
it under this vote. This is what Mr. GD,klard 
had to say with regard to the Mount. 
:l\1ulligan State coai mine-

" The cost per wn for !he year <Wcr~ 
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aged 32s. l.OlJ., and the selling price 
per ton on railway trucks at Mount 
Mulligan 28s. 9.4d." 

There is another unprofitable mining ven· 
•iure. \Ve were told, of course, wlwn the 
·Government took t•ver Mount Mulligan that 
it was going to 1nean a trmnendous saYing 
in the cost of eoal in every pos-ible direction, 
and, instead of that, we find that tbe cost 
is 32s. and the selling price 28s. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You do not cuggcst that is 
the price they get for it? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am quoting Mr. God· 
-dard's report, and he says that is the cost 
per ton and the selling price per ton. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is being sold at the 
wrong time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We had to clear 
up their mess. The Government had £140,000 
invested in it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The GoverLment simply 
allowed themselves to be submerged. Con· 
tinuing-

" Having conclusively demonstrated that 
a suitable coke- can be manufactured. 
the futuro operations of this departm<mt 
rests with the cost of coal production 
from the mine, the latter item being 
accountable to a large !'xtent for the loss 
on coke manufacturing, \Yhirh is set out 
at £4,887 Os. 8d." 

[5 p.m.] 

In the same report i he loss on the vear' s 
·Dperations in connection with Mount lviulli
·g·an alone is set down at £17,575 12s. ?d .. 
and Mr. Goddard savs that loss can be 
.attributed to the fol!o,;,ing causes:-

" 1. Over capitalieatiDn. 
2. Private royalty. 
3. Coke loss. 
4. Faul1 s encountered. 
5. Stone-dusting and \vatering. 
6. Excessive dirt filled with coal. 

"1. Oyer capitalisation.-The int<•rest 
incurred amounted to £8,032 3s., and 
works out at 3s. 2d. per ton on the out
put. 

"2. Private royalty.-This now paid 
to the liquidator of the Irvinebank Min
ing Company is fixed at h. per ton, and 
represents £2,344 lls. ld. ou the vear's 
output. ' 

" 3. <;Joke loss.-Scc section 3, Coking 
Operations." 

That is what I have already read-
" 4. Faults. encountored.-Too long 

wall faces transversed disturbed areas 
No. 11 south wall being in faulted ground 
the whole c·ear. Although the faulis are 
of no groat magnitude, thov reduced the 
output and consequently increased the 
cost. 

" 6. Excessive dirt filled with coaL
The amount of refuse taken from the 
washer and picked by hand was 3,797.1 
tons, or approximately 7~ per cent. of 
the total output." 

Tlwse are some of the reasons for the losses 
;yhirh are hPing inc~urred in connection vvith 
the Mount Mulligan mine. The report savs 
further- • 

" Section 10. 
"GeneraL 

" When the State took over the mine 
on 1st July, 1923, the underground work-

ings were in a very unsatisfactory con
dition, due mainly to the financial diffi
culty under which Chillagoe, Limited, 
laboured during the last few months of 
its operations, also to the condicions 
caused by the disaster, \Yhich had been 
loft in abeyance." 

We appreciate and understand that. Mr. 
Goddard further says-

" iY1any conveyers were also in opera
tion, but, after giving them an exhaus
tive trial, it was decided. owing to the 
high cost of production from the faces 
wher.e the~e were in operation, to dis
continue using them." 

These are some of the things in the report 
of the Department of Mines for the year 
1923, which show clearlv ihat the sooner the 
Goyernment get out of their mining ven
tures the better it will be for Queensland. 
If the same amount of money had been spent 
in permanent developmental work, it would 
have provided the s"me amount of employ
ment as has been provided by the Chillagoe 
rnines. 

It wol]ld be interer,ting to know what were 
the reasons for Mr. Saint SnYith r·?:-irning 
from his position as manager of the Mount 
Isa Mines. Limited. We have been given no 
reason whatever. I should say that the rate 
of pay he was going to rec~ive-I do not 
know what it was-from the ]\/[nunt Isa 
Mines. Limited, would br very much higher 
than he was receiving from the Department 
of Mines, and it would be interesting to 
know the reasons which prompted his 
resignation. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MIXES: He only wont 
there for a time. 

1\h-. TAYLOR: I hope that Mount I sa will 
n1·ovc• to be a real pern1anf'nt mlni:rg fielrl. 
Ev0ryone would like to ;;e0 th'lt, b ·nme 
t·eal!y sonwthing of th0 kinrl ls wnntccl to 
revive mining in NorthPrn Qllf'<:'nslanrl. It 
is regrettable to know that ther" has been 
no improvement in copper. and that thCJ 
stagnation whiC'h has bPen in existence for 
some years still continues. 

It is pleasing to know that thoro has bt'Cll 
a considerable increccse in the qnantity of 
coal raised and in the ya.Jue of that coal. 
It is also pleasin<; to note ihat tlwre has bc0n 
an incr0ase in tho yield of gold for the 1nst 
vcar as cmnnan•d with nn'vious vears. A ftor 
having made a 11 these- allowanc "· the Go
H'rnment \vou!d be well advised at the first 
opportunity to g t ont of their mining vPn
turf'S as quicklv as thcv nossihl~:- cnn. hut 
nnfortnnatPl~~ th0v nrc in -snch a qu<lgrr1ire 
that it io quite impossible to extricate 
tlwmsdvPs. 

~1r. HARTLEV: Does that r fer to the coal
Inincs, too? 

:\fr. TAYLOR: I am not rcferrim; to coRI· 
nJinc&:. I am rf'ferring prinrinall:v to tl18 
Govemmcnt's YPnhlr!'s at (:hillag-oc. which 
I consider haYc lwcn most disastrous for the 
f\tate. and the sooner v:e g-et out of those 
ventures the better it will be for the people 
of Queensland. 

Th0rt> is anothPr mine wbich ccrt11inlv gives 
promise of son1c- return. I am rof0rrjng to 
the arsenic mine at Stanthorpe. There was 
a jmtification for starting that minP. e.s thcre 
\YP~ no othP.r arsC'nic rnine ir1 fh~ St<:Jte. 
Althoug-h there has bo·en a lot of JY'oncv lost 
in comwctiou with it, we are told that there 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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i3 a110ilH·r find at the n1ine 'vhich pr01niscs 
l·A< ellL-J.Jt results. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IIXES: \Ye show a 
profn: (Jll that n1in,:: this year. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am pleased to know that. 
~vYith regard to oil, I am rather astounded, 
i£ the ~tatc.:nwuls in the Press are correct, 
1 bat tlw 3.£ini: ter has no c og·niPanco of the 
facts. 

Tho SEC'HETA RY !I OH C\,1JXES : lt is not a 
Gc~vernnld1t bore. 

Mr. TA YLOH: In conncJtion with tho 
Orallo bore the syndicate aro supposed, 
nudcr the agreement, to toll the Government 
what strata the•y pass through and everything 
in conn<:ct!OB with the bme. It is rather 
cxtraordina ry that the Minister, as he ad of 
the Mines Department, shoulel have no know~ 
lrdrro of tho statcm nt which has been pub
lisl;~d iu the l'n'cs, if it is truo. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: \Vo are insist~ 
in~· on a pt:riodl1'-d report iu accordance with 
the provisions of the Putnlcum .Act and th-' 
regulations. 

:Ylr T,\ YLOU: I am p;lad to hear that. 
Yi he·n anythi,,g like tl1at occurs tho Mines 
Depart m;llt sh~mld be the first to know of it. 
liowc~Vl'l\ we hayo to pas;, tho:' Yott~.. I am 
in fayour eYC'ry tin1C' of eilC'OUraging tho 
pro>pector to the fullest extent fman
cially a:!__t_d othE'rwise, and to give pros
pcctC•rs cvc~ry encouragerncnt. It is to 
the prc,ppctor that _we have to look for 
future• <leYclopmcnis m that mdu,try. 'lhd 
r•1'05])(~dOi'S do YCry hard \YOrk for V('f.V li!tlo 
pa_\~, ancl I V/Ot~ld lik_: to. ·;·~O the .l{r?··pcctlng 
YP1? u1ado as liberal as It IS po~~)hJl0 for the 
l\Jinc~ Dc,parhnont to mukc it. 

J\Ir. FOLEY (I:richhcrrrJt): When reading 
the report of the ::\1inc3 DPpartment ono 
canrJot lH']p 1mt r:oto that Ini11ing generally 
in Quc'cn~land appears to be on tho dovn1 
grade. I wish to ro.fcr particularly to t~o 
dcprc.:::~1nn cx1;;.t1ng Hl nuncral 1nrn1~g rn 
the Clcrn1ont district. ·.\·hero at one ltme a 
largp quantity of golcl was produced, b~t 
prncticallv 11one 1~ bcmp; found there at a.l 
t-o-day. A fc,v ye 1r.s ago the roal n1incs in 
that ·district mainly supplied the coal users 
in the Ce•ntral district, but "o find that 
owing to the op0ning of thn State roal n1incs 
th0 production of tho~e n1inp~ hn"' hc('n ron
F1dC'ra blv r('dnePfl. The r0.;;ult i~ that n1any 
of the> ininel·'. ov. inp; to the fact that they 
hanJ built their homes there in the past, 
lu vo had to hanp; on am] remain in the 
district, and arc not in a position at the 
prr',Pnt tin1c to 0a r11 the ha~ir \V age. 
Remarks have bepn m>Jde b:v the hon. mem
bcl' for Durnett in rcL'rcnc • to the Govern~ 
n10nt adopting thn policy of 11ot usin~ B1air 
.Athol coal with a Yiew to keeping· the State 
mine, Ol)cratin,sr. Me, t hon. lnnnl>cra recog
nise the' value ·of the eo a I deposits at Dlair 
Athol. \VP re O!Yl'ise that there is a deposit 
of coa I there whieh is sccoml to none in the 
,,·orld as ff'ganl::; quantit:,-. and s.omcthing 
f-honld lJe d(lne for the purpnf=e cf 0xplo-iting 
tlnt seam to its fulkst <'xtcnt. T have heen 
\Yo~·king nrtive]v for n, con~id~rnl)1e tirno 
IYith the Pr0micr and the Secretary for 
RaihYnl''· and I havo thoir a'"uran~c that 
am·thing they cm noesiblv do to !Jqi]d up 
an· export trade will he d-one, provided the 
rnlnin!.{' compani0r.; "hov· their bona fidr:;:.. 
Th~t is only a fair p!"0 1lo~ition, and it i~ only 
to~e1 av ilu,t I l£orno,d horn a director of 
on<' ~f the companies that they are working 

[ 1Tr. Taylor. 

as fast as they can with a view to sub
mitting a definite proposition to the Govern
ll!Pllt which \Yill be the moans of building up. 
an export trade. I would like to point out 
to the ho11. member for Burnett that he 
C:aEnot r-olv too n1uch on the source fron1 
which hL• g'ot the figures he quoted this after
noon. I have had quite a lot of corre~ 
,:;:.pDIH1cnce rcg;ar.ding the cost of produ~ing 
State coal and pointing out that Blair Athol 
coal could be supplied to the Uailway 
Dcprrrtmcnt nmch more cheaply, but I find 
on rnaking inquiries that the figures which 
Ill~' i11fornwnt~ have sup1Jli0d are not correct. 
I UlTI not going to boG t up tho. s~~ltc eoal 
111incs, bPcausc no 111e1nber of this vnamber 
can say that they arc showing· a profrt-I am 
rPferring particularly to th_e St:zx and 
Daralaba l'.linos. Dut that IS be"dc the 
point. The fact remains that the Govern
r,ent started off a few years ago to explo1t 
tho,-e coal denosits in the hope that they 
\You'd be ablo ·to supply coal to the Railway 
Dcpartnwut much more chc.,ply than before. 
If they haYe failed, or if they do eventually 
fail. nobody Lan charge us with not having 
exploit ~'d tht':",l~ depo~it;; in an C'J 1 dc-~vcur to 
snnnh ~hC'ap eoal. I find that the difficulty 
at' isiair Athol is not that the seam is so 
big- but that it i·J too far from the point of 
co!l~lnnption. As a G-overnment \VC have 
done cn·rything poesible to keep the mmmg 
opcr1tions going there in the hope that at 
a futmc date it will be po8'ible to work up 
an export trade and establidt the p1·o~perity 
nf th0 fi0ld. I find fro,y; figures supphcd by 
the Rail"·ay Department that during the last 
financial "'.'Oar the department adont<~d the 
practice ~f giving every rnining \listrict a 
Fhnrc of ordf'rs. During thP p('riOd frotn 
the let Jnlv, 1923. to the 17th June, 1924, 
the denart ~1ent took the following quan-
tities of coal:-

f'tvx 
n,;ralnba 
Blair Athol (Yarions mines) 

Tons. 
18 591 
12 960 
24.21)7 

T1H.d n10a11.!' that the tvo Stai-'' coalrnine,, 
,npplied 31.551 to1'S, as compared \Yith 24.867 
trm;; from Blair Athol. That ts a f>11r quota
th0 .<Jepn rtmcnt is doing the fair thing. It is 
psin~ Blair Athol coal in the Kn 'ra ld dis
iric( and using State coal ,,]pre it is close, 
to th0 point of consumption and thus shows 
a s::<.vin~ to the departrnent. 

·when the member for t ho district io faced 
with such a position, it is. impo -siblc to '!-sk 
him to rpmcdv the rw~ltlon by nrrnngu1g 
for all orders ·to go to Blair Athol, and 1 
do not intcYJd to take up that attitucl''· In 
the workinrr tests of coal I find that thl' 
Si'c-x River ~'lnd Baralaba coal lnixturt~ ~ho\Ys 
a valnc of 203 per ton, the 130\\011 co<.tl 19~ 
per ton, the Dlaie Athol coal le'. )Wr ton, 
and the Daraln.ba coal 15o. per ton. \Yhcn 
You come to comiclcr that the cost to tho· 
ilaihvay Department of laudin,~ ro:ll in 
Rockhampton from Bara!al.a-taktnp; a half
penny per ton per mile as the freight rate
only amounts to 17s. 6d. per ton. the Styx 
RiYcr coal costs about £1 3s. 4d. per ton, 
and the Dlair Athol coal £1 Oe. 6d. per ton, 
thn Ra,ilway Department certainly have 
some excuse for using- the Styx R1ver and 
Baralaba coal if the reports on it are 
crncct. The ~nly sn''rtinn for Bhir Athol 
is an export trade. The closing· down of the 
Stvx River field and the Baralab<t State coal 
mine would not solve the difficulty at Blair 
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Athol. Certainly a few more orders would 
be placed there, but immediately the orders 
came along more miners would be put on to 
produce the coal, with the result that there 
would be a very small increase in the work
ing week of the miner and in his earnings. 
I would suggest that consideration be given 
to assisting the Blair Athol mining com
panies as much as possible to work up an 
c>xport trade. The difficulty is an eco"o nic 
one. The distance from the seat of coal 
consumption, ur the n1ain scat of coal con
sumption-Rockhampton and the cane dis
tricts-is too far to enable Blair Athol to 
land coal at a price that will enable it to 
compete with the mines near those places of 
consun1ption. 'rho only way \Ve can hope 
to rejuvenate Blair Athol is to get as much 
as~istance as possible from the GoYernn1cnt 
to enable the companies to put coal on 
board boats at Rockhampton or Broadsound 
at a pric thnt will enable them to work 
yp a trade with the East, where quite a lot 
of coal gor-s from variotts parts of the world 
at the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They should 
carry out their operations more economically. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is all vet",' well for the 
Minister to say that the mlne should be 
\Yorked in a n1ore economical wa ~~·. At 
the prc,·ent tirnc WO arc Working in a 111UCh 
more economical wa v than the State mines 
c.re working thcit: seams. (Opposition 
laughter.) The position that the com
panies are heed with to-day i3 not that 
t fwv c nnot produc · cart!, but that 
they have not yet definitely found out 
whether Blair A thol coal \1 ill take with the 
coal users in the East. Up to date they have 
not been in a position to supply coal to the 
East on account of the lack of loading 
facilities at our Central Queensland ports. 
Those facilities are now being provided. and 
immediately they arc pmvidcd the directors 
of the Blair Athol companies will load 1.000 
tons or 2,000 tons of coal to be distributed 
e.mongst the big users in the East, and 
ccpotts will lw obtainPcl from th m. Thrv 
will then be in a po·,ition to <]note prices, 
and find out if it is possible• to open up 
operatwns on a large scale 

Mr. \VEIR: Tho hon. gentleman is making 
out a good case against Strrte enterprises. 

::Ylr. FOLEY: I am not mabng out a good 
case against Stai c: entcrprisrs at a11. Tho 
Loll. mcmbn for .:VIaryborouc:h has ecrtainly 
~i~undcrstoocl JTl\~ rmnarks if J-hat is the 
deduction he dnt\;"S from them. I a .1 refer
ring to the fact that something must L·e done 
tn as~,ist in 'Yorking up au cxnort tr -tde for 
that field. olhonvi·e it will fall into dccav. 
I would point out for the benefit of the ho;L 
tn"nibcr who interjPcted that, if the produc
tion costs at the Stato coal mince are not 
reduc•'d by about cne-third. thc·re is no hope 
of an export trad'' from those mines. It is 
impossible for our State coal mines to export 
coal to the coal n1arkets ove1·s,~as unk3s fhey 
c en produce coal at a lowe-r cost than New
ca.-tie, Kew South \Vales. That fact will 
ha.-e to be faced. The last fi'(ures in regard 
to· ]\'""·castle show that th. average cost 
works out at £1 1s. 5d. per ton. Bowen 
might be able to place coal on the markc t 
''t £1 1s. 6d. per ton, but tho average cost 
that I haTe obtained regarding Styx River 
works out at abouf £1 7s. per ton. 

Mr. UARTLEY: The Stvx Hiver mine has 
not been opened up yet. it ha, not deveioped 
beyond the prospt•cl ing stage. 

Mr. FOLEY: I am speaking of the figures 
that are available up to date. I would say 
to hon. members who represent electorates 
adjoining State coal mines that they sl.ould 
rot pull their legs in respect to th0 posst
L,ilitics of an Pxport trado in coal unless the 
production costs can be reduced below those 
•at prc•<ent obtainiLg. Those , ar~ real hvc 
facts to be eons1dered. \Vtta regard to 
cutting clown production costs at Blair Athol, 
I wish to say thai the posstb!ltbeo of pro
ducing coal there at a very lo'v pnee arc 
Ycry favourable, L.ut no cmnpany could pas
siLly undertake to instal steam shovels, 
expensive machinery, and remove many hun
dreds of thousands of cubic yards of over
burden to open ur the seam unles~ they could 
get a guarantee that eoal users m the Ea~t 
"·ill take thctr coal m cons1derable quanti
tie<., With our present development we. could 
supply from Blair Athol somewhere m the 
vicinity of 1,000 to 1,500 tons of coal a d.ay 
frotn one 1ninc; but I "·-onlcl not adv1se 
f .e coJYJ]HllJY to go in for any expen
sive machir•2ry until it could be proved 
that they c~uld sell their coal at a 
]•rice landed in the Ea·-t .which would. com
mand a trade. I do not mtcnd to rlc,,l any 
further with that matter beyond giving a 
-word of warning to the ~1inis1 c~r to get busy 
regarding our State coal n1incs and fin~ 
out what are the causes of the present handt-
0aps. There is no use blinkin~ our e~·cs to 
1he fact that the cost of productiOn at all our 
State coal mines i,~ exce-::sivcl_;~ heavy. That 
i.:; !·ccogniscd by all n1en 'vho have any kno\v
lcclge of the industry. The hon. gentlc:man 
~hould sec \Yhethcr the causes are aclnltnistra
!ive whether they are due to the manngors, 
1,) the 1nen 'vorkinR' in the n1i11es. or lrhether 
thev aro all partli blamable. He sh:>ald get 
to the bottom of it, and try to reduc '·the 
costs in the inl·'r'ct' of the State coal mmes. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRllfA:-< left the chair. reported pro

grc ~s, and a.-, ked lPaYe to sit again. 
The rcsun1ntion of the Con11nittcc 'vas 

made an Ord~r of the Day for to-morrow. 
The Homo adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




