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THURSDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1924,

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
sook the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

REFRIGERATING PPLANT, Brispane Sick CHiw-
DREN’S HoSPITAL—TENDERERS AND COST
0¥ INSTALLATION.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) asked the
Secretary for Public Works—

“1. What was the cost of installing
the refrigerating plant in the Brisbane
Sick Children’s Hospital?

“2. What firm or firms received the
order to do the work?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders), for the SECRETARY
FOR PUBLIC WORKS (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, Mackay), replied—

“1. £1,196 9s, 9d.

“2. Messrs. Wildridge and Sineclair,
Limited. If the hon. member desires, he
may peruse the papers.

Mr. MaxweLL: Thank you.

NumBer OF MARES IN FoAL TO STATE
STALLIONS.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

“3. Has the department made any
inquiries as to the number of mares in
foal to each State stallion?

“2. If not, will he give consideration
to the matter? ”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—
“1 and 2. The hon. member should
know that it Is too early to have the
complete figures, but they will be
obtained in due course.”

AcENTS APPOINTED BY WHEAT BOARD. TO
Canvass WHEATGROWERS.
Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

““1. How many agents have been
appointed by the Wheat Board to can-
vass the whea'growers for the purpose
of securing an affirmative vote for con-
tinuance of the Wheat Pool?

2. What salary are they receiving?””
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‘The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1 and 2. As these questions relate
to admimstration, and, like other ques-
tions of this nature, suggest that kind of
Government interference so much ob-
jected to by the hon. member’s party, I
think inquiry should be made of the
chairman of the Wheat Beard.”

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Report upon the Government central
sugar mills.

SUPPLY.

ResumprioNn oF COMMITTRE—THIRTEENTH
ALLOTTED Day.

(Mn Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
DgerarryvENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
SECONDARY EDUCATION.

Question stated—
“That  £47,300  be

¢ Secondary IEducation.” ”

* Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): In continuing
the remarks which 1 was making at the
closing period yesterday, I want to follow
the lines of the argument of the hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton on the question of
limiting, if not abolishing altogether, the
assistance which the Government are giving
to sccondary schools which are harbouring
primary school students. It cannot bz gain-
said that the policy is wrong, when we see
the urgent requirements for primary educa-
tion in the country districts. There is no
justification for keeping on a (overnment
subsidy for this sub-department to cover work
which could very well be covered by primars
schools.  We know from experience what is
happening. I know from ecxpericnce, as z
trustee of the Maryborough Grammar School,
what 1is happening with wus. and 1 have
followed this question for a number of years
in Maryborough endeavouring in the best
way I can to get the trusters there to view
the matter seriously. Up to, now we have
been fortunate in this respect, that orders
have been issucd that no child should
be taken into the school until it- has
passed the scholarship examination. We do
not deviate from that, except in special
<ircumstances. I can quite conceive—and so,
no doltibt. can anyone else—of cxceptional
circumstances.  Take a case in point—a
widow who 1s cook at a hotel and who has
one child. Anvone can see that it would be
a most difficult thing for that woman,
situated as she is, to send her little child
six or seven years of age to a primars school
a long distance away. We have in one case
of thot kind granted a concession, and
allowed a child to attend the Girl's Grammar
School as a boarder unly, on the understand-
ing that she must get her primary education
in the Central State School. That brings m»
to the auestion of hostels for country chil-
dren attending schools in the cities, with
which I shall deal later on. In other cases,
we find that people in the bush whose cir-
-cumstances will not permit them to provide
a secondary education for their children are,
nevertheless, anxious to give it to them, and
iun those instances we have strained a point
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and have taken one or two. But we dis-
courage the attempt by wealthy people in
our district to foist on secondary schools
cihldren who should go to primary schools,
and we know that city people, as well as
country people, do the same thing, We have
kiown cases—we have cases now, but they
arc the last of their kind—in which people
will not sanction their children going to
primary schools because the aiguity of the
family demands something better. I was in
the prescnce of one good gentleman not long
ago who told the head mistress of the Girls’
Grammar School that he did not care what
sort of education his girl got, so long as ther
made her a lady. That 1s the scrt of stuff
thes are pushing on to us. We get these
children, and some of them are not :nentally
suitable for assimilating a secondary educa-
tion. SBome o them are not fitted for com-
petition with the ordinary ceinmon garden
variety of boy and girl of the work clissos
at the primary scheols, and they make a
horrible micss of things. They are unloaded
oin lo the grammar schools. and thers ihey
are on our hands. They ave really seut to
the grainmar schoels so that they may be
able to wear a band on their hats, and that
the girls cspecially may displa s the uselves
on speech dar as produets of i1ne grammar
schools. T remeniber distivetly in the old
dayvs  when  there  werr  ong. twentv-uine
scholarships for the whole State, boys of
that kind drew the colour line on us who
hiad won olarships: they would nnt meet
with us, or have anything 1o do with us. Yet
we knaw that the men and wonen of the

best 1utelhgence in this State have heen
turned out from amongst the State scholar-
ship b and a1 ) » people kuow ihat

when + chiidren get into competition in
the srheols with the working-class boy and
girl, the working-viass boy and girl are the

ones who, by and large, make gocd.

Some reference has been made to the
Maryborough Grammar School. and T think
I can safoiv sav that we have an up-to-date,
efficiert seheol. 1 do not sav that merely
Leconse 1 am associated with it. but because
we have cor grod resuits; and when we have
got good resuits we ought to ; so, and
encourage peopie to sernd their children there,
From the t report to kand, [ [ind that
the Alarvborough Girls Grammar School
sccurcd five passes out of seven girls who
were sent up for the last senior University
examination, and of the three bovs who were
sent up, two got through. I think that is
mmore than Rockhampton has got through
ii1 the past two years. Our results have been
phenomenally geod, and particularly on the
girls’ side. The girls’ school has been a
tribute to the district. It is a very well-
organised school, with a well-trained staff,
and gencrally we have everything of the
highest order. It is true there have been
cemplaints at the boys’ school at different
times, and we always inguired into them
and attempted to remedy them. 1 repeat
that it is a pity that we should allow the
schocls to be crowded with primary subjects
which can just as easily be taught in the
State schools. On the whole, that is a bad
policy. It simply means that we are paying
teachers £350 a year to teach primary subjects
which could quite as well be taught by pupil-
teachers in the State schools,

I am one of those who believe, as the hon.
member for Kelvin Grove said, that intelli-
gence is not the only thing that is required
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to make a good teacher. It does not follow
that because a boy is a good student he will
of necessity be a good teacher. I believe
that a student should go through a course
of training, the same as anybody else who
desires to enter a calling. The grammar
schools are not yet nationalised, but I hope
they scon will be. The trustees of the
grammar schools have to take what they
can get in the way of teachers. 1 say
definitely that the best teachers in the State
are in the Department of Public Instruc-
tion, and they are the best teachers because
of the training they get in that department.
I am not reflecting on the teachers connected
with secondary cducation, except to say
that they would be better teachers if they
had had the chance of going through some
traini 2. Thev do their bast, stil., they could
do better with a chance of training. Thesc
people come along, and immediately we get
them we are forced to pay them a higher
standard of salary in accordance with the
award on account of the fact that they are
the holders of degrees; yet they are not
one bit better, and in many cases not as
good in their first, second, and third year
as & pupil-teacher in a school during his
first, s.cond. and thivd vear. On the one
hand w> have the pupil-teacher receiving
£100 per annum, and on the other a teacher
receiving £300 per annum doing exactly the
same work and getting no better results.
That is the scrt of thing that should not
be tolerated. and I hope the Minister will
take more than passing notice of what I
say. Unless all the trustees do their work
as we are tryving to do ours, the department
should refuse to subsidise sccondary scho:ls
for teachivg primary subjects. It mcenns
a considerable amount of overlapping, and
in that scnse we have kindergartens on both
sider, and for that reason it should n~t be
tolerated. We teach commercial sub ects
at the grammar school, and commercial sub-
jects are taught at the technical college, and
so it goes on see-sawing all the time. wWe
are wasting nmoney in teaching primary sub-
jects, and this money could very well bo
spent in another direction. Some people
say ‘ Spend it in the country.’”” Spend it
somewhere where it is absolutely necessary—
I do ret care where—so long as you do not
waste it.

The hon. member for Maranoa has raised
the quesuon of hostels. In connection with
secondary schools the one question that con-
fronts u= is the question of accommodation
for country children. In many cases, unless
therc are hostels, there is not the remotest
chance of getting country children to coine
to the schools in the city. In the Mary-
borough Grammar Schools we have becn
foreed 1o odon oar doors and allow somoe
of them in. It is absolutely imperative that
those who come to the ecity for cducation
should have somewhere to go. It is not
fair to compel country children to come
from the country and put up at an ordinary
boarding-house. When these children leave
home to go to school there should be some
responsibility on the Government to accom-
modate them and sce that they are well

looked after while they are away from
home. The pcople entrusted with the work

of educating the children of the State are
entrusted with the charge of their morals,
as well as the education and development
of the intelligence of the children. If we
do mnot do something in this respect, we are
going to lay ourselves open to competition—
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as is the case to-day—with the denomina-
tional schools. Take Warwick as an example.
You cannot walk round that town without
stumbling over some denominational educa-
tional establishment. There is one at almost
cvery corner; and, unless the State wakes
up to its responsibilities in connection with
boys and girls who are forced to leave
home to attend school, we shall be subect
to unfair competition with these people. The
secondary schools have not vet been
nationalised, but I hope that will be accom-
p'ished before long. It scems to me that,
when a correspondence system is properly
developed. there will be little occasion for
country children to go away from home. I
can quite see—and have 1t on good
authority—that the standard of education
received through the correspondence system
has now reached the standard required for
scholarship examinations. If that is so—and
I believe it is right—and you can prepare
scholars for the scholarship by that method,
then there should be no excuse for youngsters
having to leave home at all. I hope that
that mecthod will to some cxtent minimise
the inconvenience that country children are
subjected to to-day. I would urge that the
educational facilities offered by such a
method should be extended in the very near
future. I now come to the mnext step, and
that is, “ What is the State going to do
about the nationalisation of these institu-
tions?’ We do the best we can with the
gramrmar schools, but they are always asking
for more money. At the Marvborough
Grammar School we had to build a dormitory
which cost. roughly, £1.000, and we had
to go to the Government for that money.
These things should be seriously counsidered.
I know it is always a question of finance,
but there does not seem to be any necessity
for the diserimination between high schools
and grammar schools that is shown to-day.
Take a district such as ours. A boy or girl
who passes the high school examination in
our district has to go to Childers to attend
a high school, but a boy or girl who passes
the examination entitling them to enter a
grammar school goes to the M=aryborough
Grammar School. There is something wrong
with the system when, just because there
is a slight discrimination between the two
standards of examination. one child in Mary-
borough has to go to Childers while another
can stay at home and be educated at the
grammar school. I do not know how it
works ort in the courtrv, »s T hav~ not
studied that phase of the question. but in
the city there should be mo discrimination
in the examinations—they should be identical.
If the grammar schools are not cpen to
all children who recach a certain educational
standard, then we should make provision to
give that opportunity to those children, but,
1f on the other hand. the grarmmar schools
are placed on a proper fooling. there should
be mno difference between the entrance
examination for a grammar school or a high
school. What is the difference? It is pos-
sible for a child to graduate to the University
from either school, I say it is possible,
because it is possible for a child in the
high school to pass the junior uriversity
examination if he studies hard enough, and
it is equally possible for a child to pass
the same cxamination from a grammar
school.  Why, then. should there be this
difference in the cities? Both should lead
along the high road, and the examinations
should be uniform so that all boys and

Mr. Weir.]
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girls can, if they wish, go to grammar
schools, and those institutions should not be
reserved for the children of privileged people.

Mr. LLOYD (Kelvin Grove): The Secre-
tary for Public Instruction, judging from
his remarks yesterday, is looking for some-
thing to do.  He will find plenty of work
to keep him busy in the matter of the
secondary schools. It would be repetition
for me to go over the ground which has
been so ably covered by the hon. member
for Maryborough,

There is obviously need for co-ordination
in the different activities that are being
carried on by the State or assisted by the
State in the way of secondary education.
First of all, there is the question of the
training of teachers for secondary work.
Up to the present the training of the
teacher for secondary school work seems to
be a thing unheard of I am a Government
representative on the Board of Trustees of
the Brisbane Grammar Schools, and, when
I raised the question as to what training
a candidate for appointment had, 1t
was treated as something quite unusuat
and quit: unexpected. The idea is that a
degree gained at a university is a sufficient
guarantee for fitness in the work of teaching.
- It is essential, first of all, that the teacher
should know his subject. (Hear, hear!) It
is quite impossible for a teacher to tcach any-
thing he does not know, but it is also recog-
nised that there are some pcople who have
the powsr of concentration on onc subject
developed to such an cxtraordinary extent
that the very concentration which makes that
person a very successful student makes him
an unsuccessful teacher. From my knowledge
of teachers—and I lived and worked among
teachers for fifteen years—I have come to
the conclusicn, on the whole, that the man
with the bost brains is the best teacher, and
allowing for certain striking exceptions, the
man who is successful in getting through his
examinations, as a rule, is better than the
man who has been unsuccessful;, but there
are so manv exceptions that we cannot make
a hard-and-fast rule on the point. Anyone
who has had anything to do with the practice
of teaching knows that there are some—per-
haps a small namber, but a number sufficiently
laven to ha mischievous—vwho ar: excellent
students but are unsuccessful teachers, and
always will be unsuccessful teachers.

Mr. Wer: We have the same in all
callings.

Mr. LLOYD: Some means of training a
secondarv teacher before he gains a per-
manent footing in the profession of teaching
is a very nccessary step indeed.

Another thing is the recording of the work
of secondary teachers. At the present time,
on the Board of Trustees of the Brisbane
Grammar Schools we have the very impor-
tant duty to perform of selecting a new head
mistress, and we have to go by ordinary
recommerdations. Apart from the people
that we krow personally we have no reliable
data—I do not wish to be harsh—to go
on. Hon. members know what recommenda-
tions are when they come from members of
Parliament. They know what happens when
a man comes along and wants a job in a
Government office.  You have never seen
the man before, but you write him a recom-
mendation and you suggest that, if the
department vou send him to can find a job

[Mr. Weir,
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for that man, the department will be very
forturate in getting his services. (Laughter.}
The desire to help our fellow man is a very
desirable quality in human nature, and our
university professors and all these other
people are just as good natured as we are,
and perhaps a little more so. .

I place very little reliance on the testi-
monials of people from other States. I
think myself that, if a friend of mine came
along and asked me to write a reference
for him, I would feel as a friend that it was
my duty to make out a case for him and
that it was the duty of somebody else to
pull that case to pieces. In_that sense I
look on most of these testimonials that
people bring along as unreliable, without
suggesting any conscious misrepresentation
on the part of those who write the recom-
mendations. The consequence is that most of
us—1I speak for myself. at any rate—when we
bave to deal with a case of that kind, confine
ourselves to the people we know. We may
be doing an injustice to other people—we
probably are—but our knowledge of the
person is the only thing we have to go
on. Most peopls think the same way, con-
sequently the selection is very much nar-
rowed.

We should have somebody recording the
work of secondary teachers right through. If
a school master in the elementary schools
applies for a position, say, 1n a sccondary
school, it is possible to get that man’s com-
plete record. I do not know whether the
Department of Public Instruction would give
us that record, but it is there if it would.
There is a record in the department, and
on the whole a reliable record if it extends
over a number of years. Of course the
teacher may have had his troubles with
cranky inspectors and fussy inspectors—in-
speetors who, outside the range of their own
little spherc, arc ignorant. He may have met
o few such inspectors, but on the whole
most of the inspectors are fair, and, if we
take one thing with another, we can get
a true record of a man whese practical
work in teaching has been reported on by,
say, seven or eight inspectors. From that
record we can gather a very fair idea of
what his work is like. At any rate, we have
something infinitely morc reliable than a
bundle of papers brought along by appli-
cants for positions in secondary scheols.

I will now go on to a very sordid
aspect of education—that is, the question of
the value we are getting for the monecy we
are spending on education. Edneation has
many definitions which do not d'fer in any
essential, but which differ, perhaps. accord-
ing to the viewpoint of the person discussing
oducation at the time. It is generally agreed
that education is a function of the State,
in so far as it is the preparation of indi-
viduals for the exercise of citizen glt{hts. I
proposc to review secondary eduncation from
the point of view of that definition. _’Ijhe

Government, I claim, are justified
[10.30 a.m.] in  spending public money on

education .only in so far as_the
vesults of that expenditure contribute
towards that end. The fact that the great
mass of citizers never attend sccondary

schools is so obvious that it is unnecessary
to stress the fact that the benefit gained by
the great mass of citizens from sceo"dary
scheols is negligible—that is, that the direct
henefits from its culture are neglizible—but
in order to give secondary education every
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possible chance—to give ourselves as the
people who are spending public money on
it every possible chance—we have to take
into account certain indirect consideratiors.
There are three, or perhaps -four, indirect
benefits which a system of education can
cenfer that may justify the expenditure of
public money. First of all, the money may be
spent in preparing future citizens for the
ex<reise of speeial furctons—1 refer now
to the training of professional men, where
it is highly important that the public shou'd
know they are dealing with professional men
who have certain qualifications. Secondly,
wa are justified in oxpending public moncy
in providing equal opportunities to all
citizens to enter callings which confer special
advantages on the people who enter them;
and. as u conscquence of that, we may coun-
sider the further benefit of giving the com-
munity a wider range in the selection of
individuals for callings which requive special
qualifications. That is to say, if by an
educational system we can make it possible
to every brainy boy to become a doctor if he
is fitted for it—if we extend the range of
choice to every smart boy in the community—
we arc much more likely to get good doctors
than if the choice is restricted to a few
people, as under present conditions.

Then, again, it is claimed that secondary
education may provide a sort of second-hand
weneral culture for the community generally—
that is. if it is granted that people who have
not had the advantage of this higher educa-
tion gain something by contact and inter-
course with those who have. I am afraid
that even on these rather strained and rather
sophistical considerations. the community has
really very little to show for its moncr.
Except in the case of students «who intend to
become teachers afterwards, there is very
little done by seccondary schools in the way
of rcally specialised preparation. 'The Secon-
dary schools are mainly kept hard at work
removieg  arbitrary and ariificial barriers
which must be overcome before a student ean
cven begin the specialised study necossary
for a profession. "To take again the case of
a doctor: The specialised training of a
doctor is done at tie university; but, before
the young man can go to a university, he
must spend about four and a-half years at
a_secondary school preparing for matricula-
tion, and during that time it is possible for
him to be hard at work. and learn nothing
whatever that is going to do him any good
as a doctor. There is an idea that it is
necessary to learn Latin in order to be a
doctor. The only use of Latin is for making
preseriptions, and all that is required in
that direction could be learned by any brainy
individual in a few monthe, On the other
hand, there arc many good Latin scholars
who could not rcad a doctor’s preseription
even assuming that the prescription was
typed. (Laughter.)

Some people have claimed that scholars
do not appear to retain what they have
acquired at the grammar schools, and that
the grammar schools have nothing to show
for the exnenditure of public money on
secondary education. I think we should be
doing more in the direction of giving equal
oppertunitics if we removed these artificial
barriers. During the last few years I am
sorry to sav that this Government seems
to have had its leg pulled, and we
h.:we allowed certain  monopoly profes-
sions to put artificial barriers in the
way of entry into these professions.
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A GovERNMENT MEMBER:
dentists.

Mr. LLOYD: There are old dentists here
whose literary education is so small that it
would not be nice to discuss it. There are
one or two who are highly intelligent men,
and excellent men in the practice of their
profession and in the theory and science-
which is necessary for their work, but they
certainly could not at any period of their
lives have passed the present matriculation
examination. We should keep things sepa-
rate. If we are going to give culture, that
is one matter; if we are going to give oppor-
tunities, that is another matter. The way
to give opportunities is by the more direct
method of removing unnecessary barriers
which are put there to delay the youth in
beginning the studies necessary for the par-
ticular profession that he wanis to follow.

Opticians and

With regard to equal oppor unities to citi-
zens at large, it is a fact which has been
stressed by other speakers—and particularly
by the last speaker—that even with all the
extensions of scholarship and bursary bene-
fits which have been given by this Govern-
ment, and to some extent by previous
Governments, it is impossible for the man
on the basic wage, unless he is particularly
fortunate and has a particularly healthy
fa;ni]y, to send his children to a secondary
srhool.

With regard to the benefit that the com-
munity may derive from diffused study, as
it were—that is, the benefit that those of
us who have not been to secondary schools
may derive by coniact and intercourse with
those who have—I am afraid that is negli-
gible, because nearly all people who go to
secondary schools go there for the sake of
getting through some barrier. The idea of
the boy who goes there with a view to
becoming a dentist or a doctor is to remove
an artificial obs‘acle. He takes very little
interest in his studies. He memorises what
is put before him in the way of foreign
languages. Tle would memorise a railway
time table just the same if by doing so he
would be able to get at what he has in view.
Consequently—I am not in any way
reflec:ing on the handling of these subjects
by the teachers—I am not talking about that
at all—the students pursue their studies in
such a perfunctory way that the results of
them are quite obliterated when they come
later con to practise the professions they
have chosen. They regard them as studies
which arc merely necessary as a preliminary
to the studies proper to those professions I
read a rather boyish article on educational
matters last year. I could not follow the
writer throughout—he seemed to be a per-
turbed young man who had spilt the diction-
ary over himself—and I could pot discover
his corclusions except that educationally
evervthing was wrong—every'hing in the
heavens above and on the earth beneath and
in the waters under the earth. I noticed,
however. one phrase, in which he referred to
th- ideal of education for its own sake as a
“fatuous bourgeois ideal,”” ~which. being
translated into Fnglish, seems to mean. ‘“‘a
silly middle-class ideal.” No‘hing could be
more absurd than that. The conventional
middle-class ideal seems to be that of educa-
tien as a means of maintaining social dis-
tinctions and as a means of depriving the
great mass of neonle of the annortonitv of
getting into favoured callings. We shall

Mr. Lloyd.]
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never get anything out of education until
we find ourselves following the ideal that
education is valuable for its own sake—
education that will make a better citizen of
a man or hat will make a better specialist
of the person who gets the spocians g traw-
ing. There is too much of the idea nowa-
days of getting secondary education as a
“means to a billet. I often hear people prat-
ing against the school where so and so has
been educated. They complain of having
been misled, that they understood that when
the boy or girl was finished there was some
nice billet waiting for him or her, and such
people talk aboul the sacrifices they have
made. They recognise no obligation on the
part of the child to the State or educational
system—they seem to believe that in some way
or other the State is under an obligation to
them for having allowed their children to go
to “he schcol and get a secondary education.
Certainly, if we want to ge' people for State
positions requiring the qualifications gained
at these schools we should give preference
to students of our own training. Neverthe-
less, they must not run away with the idea
that by accepting the advantages of this
system of education, which costs the com-
munity so much and is only meant for people
who are anxious to get it and cannot et it
otherwise, they are conferring a benefit on
the commun’ty. Thev must clearly under-
stand that they are taking the bencfits of the
system ard unless they are prepared to take
this bigher educaticn for its own sale, they
should leave it alone.
Mr. HARTLEY (Fiteroy): I would just
like to say a few words on the vexed ques-
tion of subsidy by the Government to
grammar schools. It seems to me that the
time is past when the subsidised grammar
school was a useful factor in the advance-
ment of education in this State. I think
_ that in the progress of our State system of
educa fon the time has arrived when the
Government must seriously consider the
extensicn of secondary education to embrace
the whole educational system of the State.
If people ‘want private schools with parti-
culer advantages because of their prejudice
in certain directions as to thoss attending
certain schools, then let them pay for it
but do not compel the State to adopt praci
{’:wallyvtho position of the “ wood and water
jocy” in the educational system, and comnel
it to suvport and carry on those schools
g0 tht they can extend a preferential svs.
tem o‘f ed'u’at?o{l to the children of wealthy
parerts.  That is really the position to-day.
The renort of the denartment makes some
reference to the Rockhampton Boys Gram.
mar School and Reockhampton Girls Gram-
mar S’ﬂhool. When speaking on ¢ Chief
Office”” vote T pointed out that the Govern-
ment had refused to allow students for the
senlor examination to be trained at the hich
scheol or the tochnical college at Rock-
hampton, although those schools possesy the
necessarv staff, who are well qualified to
teach t! oz snhjects.  That wetion wns taken
beenuse it wos estimated that the cost
would be about £280 or £300 ner pupil.
The punils who desired to take thet course
were compelled to attend either denomina-
tional <chools or the Rockhamnton Gram-
mar School. T contend that, if the money
that is being advanced to the grammar
schools and techuical colleges in scholarship
fees and in other directions was all used
under a State system of education and all
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the schools were under the complete control
of the Department of Public Instruction,
the money advanced by way of subsidy
would be almost sufficient—so far as Rock-
hampton is concerned—to educate the chil-
dren of the workers to the standard neces-
sary to pass the senior university examina-
tion. I am unable to obtain the number of
pupils at the Boys’ Grammar School who
passed the State scholarship examination,
but the total fees amount to £1,416, and the
Government endowment alone is £1,508. I
know that the scholarship papiis wttend-
irg ab that school would not be more than
about B0 per cent. or 60 per cent. of the
total attendance, so it immediately becomes
spparent that we are paying more by way
of subsidy and State scholarship fees than
the whole revenue produced by the paying
pupils who attend that school. The board-
ing fces amount to £1543 o th-t proe-
tieslly wh=t is happening is this—that with
the boarding fees and subsidy from the
Governmenrt the Rockhampton Grammar
School is able on that account to reduce the
foon of the school to a lower level than would
otherwise be the case if the parents of
thos> children had to pav a reasonable charge.
The remert on the Rockhamnton Girls” Gram-
mar  School puts the position very much

plainer. These figures show the attendance
of State scholarship pupils during 1923 :—
1st Quarter ... 15
2nd Quarter ... 15
3rd Quarter ... 26
Tast Quarter .. 26

The number of paying pupils during the
first quarter was 112, and the number during
the last quarter was 124, or in other words,
the paving punils outnumbered the State
scho'srshin  pupils by about five to one.
The point I want to make is this—that all
the Government are getting in return for
the endowment of £1,500 and scholarship
foes which are included in .the amount of
£3.315 19:. 2d. rereived for scheol fees and
Loarding fees. is the education of twenty-six
scholarship pupils. The Government. in my
opinion, is paying 60 per cent. of the cost of
educating the other 124 girls from the other
parts of Queensland That is a position that
should not be allowed to contnue. 1 am
obliged to the hon. member for Rockhampton
for reminding me that for the cost of that
enbsidy. or half of it. the fiftecn State scholar-
ship holders who were educated at the school
in the first quarter and the twentr-six who
attended in the last guarter, tegether with
the other pupils attending the Boys’ Gram-
mar School. could have been educated
at the high schoo!l in Rockhampton,
which is conducted at the technicnl college.

The staff and facilities are there. The
time has either come when the Govern-
ment must merge the grammar schools
into the Stete system, or they muss

take their scholars and educate them with
the money they are now sperding at the
grammar schools and allow the grammar
schools to conduct their own business. If
there are people in the State who desire to
have a sort of private high school or some
sort of advanced school. they should pay
for it; but T do not see that the Government
are justified in any longer continuing the
subsidy to the grammar schools. Tt must
be one thing or the other. We must either
say that we can take our children from the
A B C right throngh to the arts and manu-
factures in the technical college, and from
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there to the higher branches in the university,
or admit that for some reason or another we
cannot get above the high school stardard.
It is to the advantage of the children of the
workers that the Government should control
the whole course of education I am sure
that, if the money fiow spent in subsidies to
grammar schools and in fees to de:omina-
tional schools was reserved for the extension
of our high school standard so as to cnable
the State o take our children right from the
primary school to the university, we would
have a much better and sounder educational
system than the one which is at present in
existence.

Question put and passed.

STATE SCHOOLS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION  (Hon. T Brennan,
Toowoomba): I beg to move—

“That £1,130,418 be granted for

¢ Btate Schools, ”
The amount asked for in the appropriation
last vear was £1.079,893, so that the increase
in the amount asked for this year is £50,525.

Mr. MOORE (dwbigny): I would like to
get some information from the Minister
regarding the itern *‘ Agricultural Fducation,
Rural and Voecational Schools,” which I men-
tioned Defore. . The vote last year was
£11.000. but this vcar it is rednced to £6,5C0.
I would like to kaow whether this branch of
the depariment is to be curtail:d, or what
is going to happen. These classes have boen
very suceessful, and bhave been supported
most cnthusiastically in the country centres.
Their succoss u:d support warrants not only
a continuation but an extension of the syste n.
If it is going o0 be curtailed, it will be
a great pity. I would like some information
from the Minister in that regard.

I wish to reply to some remarks made
yesterday by the shon. member for Rock-
bampton, in which the hon. member said
that the Teachers’ Union did not object io
school exhibits in agricultural shows.

Mr. FARRELL:
1 did malke.

Myr. MOORE: I am.

Mr. FarrrLL: I did nof say that at all.
T referred to the results of voeational classes
in rural schools.

Mr. MOCRE: I wish to refer to scveral
quotations from toe ‘“ Queensland Teachers’
Journal.”  There are various things which
are considered unprofessional, and they deal
thus with scholarship examinations and re-
ports on teachers—

Just stick to the remarks

“Ir 15 CONSIDERED UNPROFESSIONAL ;

“3. To make an adverse oral report
concerning any teacher without at the
same time disclosing the terms of the
same report to the teacher affected.

“ 4. To inercase systematically the school
period for the purpose of giving extra
tuition to scholars with a view to secur-
ing passes in public examinations, and
to hold special classes in which the whole
of the curriculum is not attempted for
the purpose of passing the scholarship
examination.”
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I have no objection to thosc systeras at all.
It is only common honesty when making a
report about a teacher that the teacher
should be given the text of that report.
There is ncthing to object to or criticise
very much there. The next quotation is—

“I1 15 CONSIDERED UNPROFESSIONAL :

“6. T'o participate in prize-giving for
ordinary school work.

“7. To use political or other extrane-
ous influence t¢ obtain advancement, or
interfore with transfers arranged by the
departmeoent.”

These people are most frightfully careful
about this question of prize-giving, but in
five cases out of ten, when a transfer is made
and does not suit the person concerned, that
teacher goes to the member for the district
and asks him to go to the department and
see whether it caunot be altored. They are
frightfully careful about prize-giving but
when it comes {o this matter of political
influcace to obtain or prevent transfers, the
faw is entirely a dead letter.

The SacreTARY For PUnLlc INSTRUCTION :
Self-preservation is the first law of nature,
and we cannot change it.

Mr. MOORE: That is just the system I
wbject to. If the question has anzthing at
all to do with the children and the school
master or mistress is alleged to break the
rules of unprofessional conduct, ther render
themselves liable to be put out of the union,
and. as has been submitted {o me on one
cecasion, practically to victimisation.

T'he S-creTarRY ¥or PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
A just man fails seven times a day.

OrpoSITION interjections.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MOORX: They are very keen about
matters affecting the children, such as prize-
giving or school exhibits at shows; but,
when it comes to a question of the rule which
is hroken cvery dar in the ycar—that of
usirg outside and political influence to
obtain or stop transfers, or to obtain advance-
ment—the regulation is entirely a dond
letter. There is no question of victimisation
when a  teacher breaks that regulation.
Regarding the question of exhibits at shows,
I shall quote from page 6 of the ¢ Queens-
land Teachers’ Journal’” of 21st March, 1923—

“2. From a Darling Downs tleacher
requesting a statement of the wunion’s
att.tude with regard to school exhibits
at shows. It was decided to forward to
him the resolution passed at a former
exrcutive meeting disapproving of the
practice, and to request the subcommittee
dealing with the matter of unprofessional
conduct to make a recommendation deal-
ing with this topic.”

[11 a.m.]

On page 2 of the issue of 19th August, 1923,
there appears a roport of an executive meet-
ing of 4th August, the fourteenth paragraph
of which reads—

“ From two teachers, inquiring would
the executive regard certain actions as
constituting unprofessional conduct.

““ The first referred to the exhibition
of fancy work for a local show. The
teacher explained that he had no hand
in the matter at all, and that the sewing
mistress was giving the necessary instruc-
tion on Saturday - afterncons. It was

Mr. Moore.]
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decided to inform him that the executive
would regard the entry of this as a school
exhihit as constituting unprofessional
conduct.”

Then in the issue of 17th October there is a
letter by Mr. Charles Irvine, who says—

“These two school activities, recently
placed on the Index Expurgandorum,
stand together because the principles in
both are the same. They have been dis-
credited because—

and
2. They disorganise school routine.”

Then he goes on with his ideas as to the
absurdity of this regulation which was pro-
mulgated by the Teachers’ Union. In the
discussion in the union it was pointed out
that the teachers were being asked to serve
two masters. That is the position I t>ke
up. The opponents of the rule argued that
the department should be the authority to
give instructions to the teachers as to what
should be allowed and what should not—if
they thought that in the interests of the
children prize-giving was detrimental, then
it should be the duty of the department to
issue those instructions.

1. They waste school time;

Mr. HArRTLEY: They give prizes in the
Rockhampton Grammar School.
Mr. MOORE: They give prizes in any

amount of places. The late Home Secretary
distributed prizes in connection with a scheof
in my own district. He evidently had no
objection to it. If the department has an
cbjection to the giving of prizes, then the
department should give the instructions to
the teachers.

YThe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You have heard the experts speak on it.

Mr. MOORE: If the department objects
to school work being exhibited at shows, let
the department take the responsibility. What
1 object to is the Teachers’ Union taking the
responsibility of saying to a teacher that if
he disobeys the regulation promulgated by
the Teachers’ Union he will stand a chance
of losing his job or of having a reduction
of salary. Tt is the duty of the Teachers’
Union to protect their members and to get
the best possible conditions for them: but it
is not the duty of the union to say what shali
be done in the matter of children’s exhibits
at shows or as to whether prizes shall be
given or rot. At the present time the uzion
1z interfering in a matter in which they
have no right to interfere, and the depart-
ment has every right to stand up against it.
If the department is going to carry on the
cducational system cf this State in the way
that it should be carried on. then it should
Bssue all instructions to the teachers, I
strongly object to teachers being given
instructions by outside bodies—instructions,
apparently, with which the department does
nof agree, and on which it has given no
ruling  although the department has been
asked to give a decision. I have looked
through a good many numbers of the
journals published by the Teachers’ Union,
and I have been unable to find where the
department has given a reply either one way
or the other, or has taken a stand one way
or the other. My contention is that the
departmental officials, having come to the
conclusion that it is detrimental to the
children to have prizes given or to allow
them to exhibit at shows, it is for the
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department to give the Iinstructions, and
rot an outside body. 1 have continually
visited different shows where school children
were actually exhibiting school work of ail
sorts.

Mr. FamrerL: Exercise books?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, and why should they
not? The exhibits I refer to in particular
were the vocational class exhibits, and
make ihe statement definitely that the
teachers at the tao schools I have men-
tioned—and others, too—have clearly under-
stood that they laid themselves open to ex-
pulsion from the union if they discbeyed the
rule. I have looked through the regulations
and I have looked through the discussions
that took place, and I fail to sce that any
cxcep ion was made in regard to vocational
classes. Perhaps an exception has been
made, but thesc teachers were not in-
formed of it. We have the Government
granting subsidies for agricultural shows
and for exhibitions all over the State, and
in many of the schedules to these shows
there are classes for various sorts of school

work. The Government apparently do not
object to these exhibits, otherwise they
would object to their inclusion in the
schedule when granting the subsidy. In

spite of that, we have an outside body com-
ing along and saying that, if a teacher allows
the school work to be exhibited, he will
render himself liable to expulsion from the

unjox, which means either a reduction
in salary or expulsion from the service.
The whole position is wrong, and it

is up to the department to take a firm
stand on this matter and issuc instructions
to the teachers themselves, and not ailow
an outside organisation to dictate to the
teachers as to what method shall be followed
regarding these two very dcbatable ques-
tions of giving prizes In State schools and
ol exhibiting at shows.

Mr. GILDAY ({thaca): The leader of the
Opposition has drawn attention to the
instructions issued by the Teachers’ Union
that prize-giving in State schools is to be
sbolished. T happen to vepresent a very
large school, and for many vears past it
has been the practice for the commiites of
that school to collect each year a certain
amount of money for the purpose of provid-
ing prizes for the children. I think that,
is a very good thing, because, when my own
children were attending school. their mother
could not possibly get them to stay away
for half a day owing to the fact that they
did not want to lose the chance of winning
a prize-for the best attendance. In many
wayvs it is a good thing to give prizes. Up
to £30 is collerted every ycar which goes in
the purchase of prizes which are distributed
amongst the children, T do not think it is
any concern of anybody except of the people
who contribute the money for the purchase
of those prizes. 1 hope the question will
be reviewed, and that the present practice
will be continued, and that every child
who desires to compete for 'a prize shall be
given an opportunity of gaining a prize.
I really think it is best for the children
themselves.

Therc is ano'her matter that I would like
to bring under the notice of the Minister
and of this Committee—that is the system of
carrying out necessary work after the
Department of Public Instruction has recom-
mended that work to be done. In my own
district two minor matters have been under
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consideration for a considerable time, and I
know fer a fact that the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction has recommended that the work
be done by he Department of Public Works,
but up to the present time nothing has been
done. Something should be done to give
the Department of Public Instruction more
power to deal with the requirements of the
varicus di= sicts in the matter of schools
instead of leaving it in the hands of the
Department of Public Works.

I notice there is an increase in the number
of teachers in the department, and any-
body who has had the opportunity of travel-
ling over Queensland as I have had during
the las® few years must recognise that more
teachers are necessary, 1 notice there is a
décrease in the number of itinerant teachers.
That mav be due to the fact that in many of
the districts where itinerant teachers worked
in the past there may be now a sufficient
pepulation to warrant a permanent teacher.

Mr Morean: The correspondence classes
have had a good deal to do with the
reduction.

Mr. GILDAY : That may be. That is the
only concluion I could come to. There is
no doubt that. taking everything into con-
sideration. both the past Minister and the
present Minister have done everything pos-
sible for the welfare of the children ot
Queensland and also for the welfare of the
teachers. and I hone that policy will be
continued. I hope the Minister will give the
request of the school committec with regard
to the work to which T have referred
sorious considera“ion, and that the necessary
improvements will be carried out as quickly
as possible.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I should
be glad to learn from the Minister whether
the department approves of the action which
has been taken in regard to what practically
amounts to ‘he abolition of the giving of
prizes and medals as a reward for merit on
the part of the scholars.

The S RETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is a dcbatable point.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I want to put this
phase of the matter before the Committee:
When I was a S ate scheol bov the -award-
ing of prizes and medals—a]though there
were not a great many given at that time—
was undoubtedly a great incentive to us all
to do the best we could to profit from the
ins‘ruction of our teachers and gain the
maximum benefit from the education which
the Sfate egives. I speak on this matter as
an old State school schalar. Before I be-
came the member for the distvict which T
represent I was in the habit of giving medals
to eertain seheols and when I breame the
member for the d'strict I enlarped the scope
of my aertion in that respect, and offered. as
no srholarchip had then been won, to give a
gold medal ‘o the boy or girl winning such
a schelarshin,

Mr. WRIGHT: Vote catching.

Howx. J. G. APPRL: The hon. member
1ust not iudee ma v himeplf I simply
acted #: an old State school boy. I can

quite understand the

interjection coming
from th~ hon. member.

My, WrigHT: Why?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Because vou know
nethine about the earlier conditions in
Queensland.
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Mr. WricHr: I have just as much idea as
you have.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am simply recount-
ing my experience as an old State school
boy. 1 offered a gold medal to the boy or
gul who could win a scholarship

3r., WricuT: And it incidentally got you
votes.
Hon. J. G. APPEL: You would not get

them, at any rate.

Mr. CorLins: You have got the money
behind you.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have not got the
money behind me. It is the hon. member
for Bowen who is becoming a considerable
capitalist.

O1rPOSITION
laughter).

Mr. Corrixg: I have not got a diamond
riig on my finger yet.

An OprosiTioN MEMBER:
money at your back, though.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hox. J. APPEL: I am sorry the hon.
member has still got that covetous and
cnvious fecling concerning my personal pos-
scisions, (L'Lughtel } I can assure the hon.
member that I do not covet anything he has.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask the hon.
member to deal with the vote

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I was drawn off the
track. The result of my action was to cause
such emulation that I had to give five gold
medals, as five scholarships were won. The
first winner was a lad, who has told me that
his inducement was the offer of that gold
medal. Having won the scholarship, he was
imbued with a desire to do the best he could
according to his ability. He went to the
grammar school, and eventually won a
Rhodes scholarship, and he is one of the
most prominent of the Rhodes scholars
to-day. He has assured me that the offer of
that gold medal was the first incentive, and
that it laid the foundation of his education
and the success which he has obtained since.

My. HarTLEY : What happened to the other
four who won scholarships?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Of course, some of
ihem have not done as well as others, but
they have all done fairly well. I only
received a letter yesterday from a young
fellow, who reminded me that many years
ago he had won one of my medals, but that.
unfortunately, although he had acquired
meghanical skill-—he is an engine-driver—
owing to present-day financial conditions he
is not able to obtain permanent employment.
I recollect this young fellow, because, as a
rule, I am asked to present the medals at
the different schools where they are awarded.
The paradox of the whole thing is that some
of the teachers are permiiting medals and
prizes to be awarded while others refuse to
do so. In country districts the parents. natur-
allv, are dissatisfied when the children are
not permitted to receive prizes in one school
while thev are given in another school. and
paren’s themselves have told me that unques-
tionably. owing to the fact that no prizes are
awarded, there has been a falling off in the
industry of the children. I have no hesita-
ticn in savine that these prizes are an incen-
tive to the children to do the best they can.

Hon. J. . Appel.]

MevBERS : Hear, hear! (and

You have the
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC InsTRUcCTION: has caused a very great amount of discon

Examinations are held to ailot the position
of the students in their classes when the
inspector goes round.

hox. J. G. APPEL: We know that from
time immemorial it has bzen rccognised that
““to him who merits it the paim shall be
given.” Has not that always been an incen-
tive in the department? If the department
dous not approve of the giviug of prizes, why
are schoiarships and bursaries offered? Does
the departiment want to put the scholars all
on the same level? Are not those whom
nature has endowed with a greater amount
of biain power, and who have the industry
to make use of 1it, to recelve a reward?
Do we propose to abolish all incentive to
those who desire to do the best they can?
Ref riing again to my school davs, 1 un-
hesitatingly say that, although I did not gain
many prizes, it was not because I did not try.
Tiiere is a possibility that, if there had not
been any prizes given, I would not have tried
as hard as I did. Many of my school-mates
breame brilliant scholars owing to that incen-
tive, and acquired high positions in the
community. As [ have pointed out on many
cecasions, it was not a case of the prize
winners coming from wealthier members of
the community. As a rule the majority of
prize wi.ners are amongst those who are
not so well situated financially. If we take
the whole history of education in Queensland
we shall invariably find that all those who
have boen most prominent as prize winners
have not come from the ranks of those who
are vwell off, but, as a rule, from those who
are not so well situated financially. Why
should w.: do anything which wowld cause
any a'teration? We all know that the aim
and objoct of our whole cducational system
is to cquip cach child in the community with
an cducct'on which will enable that child,
howover Tiurble his parsntagr mav be, to
attain to the highest positions which the 8 ate
has to offer, if he or she has the ability and
ambit.oir. To my mind that is morc or less
the whole aim and object of our cducational
system—to give to every member of the com-
mun’ty that equipment by means of which,
if he has the industry and the ambition, he
may rise to the highest position in the land—
as indeed in many instances has been the
case. Onc of my school mates, the late Hon.
T. J. Bvrnes, is a case in point. What did
edurcation do for him? T.ook at what a prize
winner he was. and consider what education
did for him. He was -he son of parents in a
comparatively humble position who had no
financial means to enable him to attain to
the position of distinction which he after-
wards reached; but owing to the fact that
prizes and rewards were given—which acted
ay an i~centive—he was able to attain by
the acquirement of education prac'ically the
highest position which any member of our
commmunitv can reach. If 1t is the policy of
the department to endorse the action of cer-
tain teachers—because it is not ‘he action of
all teachers. but only of a section amongst
them—and say that prizes shall not be given,
it will lead to considerable dissatisfaction and
discouragement. I know of one instance—T
refer to ‘he State school at Southport—where
for very manv years the committee have
made a supreme cffort on breaking-up dav
and at the distribution of prizes to give the
children something in the nature of a reunion
as a reward fer their industry. T can assure
bon, members thot the decision of cer'ain of
the teachers in this direction will cause and

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

‘story of the tall poppies!

tent amongst the parents and also amongst
the children.

Mr. CoLLINS:
a prize?

Hown. J. G. APPEL: No.

Did they give cach child

The same old
Level them all
down! One would think that the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen, above all others, would do all
that he could by his influence and voice to
assist all those who desired to take advan-
tage of a system encouraged by prizes. What
is the inducement of the worker to give of
his best but the wage which he receives?
So it is with our school children—the prize
is their incentive. Why discontinue the
practice? If you knocked off the reward
of the worker for his work, would he do
anything? Of course not, and properly
so. It 15 the same thing with our children.
I know that just as I felt on this matter
so mv fellow natives of today fecl. We
looked forward to prize-giving day, and after
it had come and gone we looked forward to
the next. So do ther. It was our incentive,
but now we are told by the hon. member for
Bowen that there should he no distinction—
that all children should be treated #like. He
eavs to the children, © Wheth r vou want
it or not, you shall get no prize and noc
reward for your indusiry.”

Mr. Corrning: Hear, hear!

Ilon. J. G. APPEL: I do not snhscribe
to that feeling. I think a reward should come
to those who strive to gain it and who
deserve it. They are the ones who chounld
receive reward.  So it is throughout life.
I sprak as an Australian pative with a know-
ledge of my fellow Australians.

Mr. WrieuT: That is only an accident.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is a very con-
siderable accident that the hon. momber is
sitting in this House.

Mr. COLLINS :
of Bulimba.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Apparently from what
the electors of Bulimba are doing now they
rogret their choice already.

The CHAIRBMAN: Order!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am very sorry to
have been led astray. (Laughter.) I am
Iike the Hon. the Assistant Home Secretary—
I am old enough to know better. But I
am not going to permit anv slir to be cast
on my native land of Austrabia and of
Qneensland by a person who has come here
within the last few years. I am not saying
that the hon. member is not the best immi-
grant that ever came here.

Do not irsult the electors

Mr. Wrigur: You arc an absolute mongrel.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T must ask the
hon. member for Bulimba to withdraw that
expression.

Mr. WRIGHT: T withdraw the expression.

The CHAIRMAN : T hope the hon. member
for Albert will address himself to the vote.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I rise to a point
of order. Seeing that the hon. memb~r for
Bulimba has withdrawn the remark that he
made in reference to the hon. member for
Albert. might I ask that the hon. member
for Albert he asked to withdraw his remark
reflecting upon an hon. member who has
been dulv elected under the constitution of
this State. (Opposition laughter.)
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The CHATRMAN (addressing Hon. J. G.
Appceljr Did the hon. member make any
reflection upon the hon. moember for Bulimba ?

Ion. J. G. AppEL: I did not.

Mr COLLINS: 7The hon. member for
Albert retiected upon the hon. member_ for
Bulimba us regards the country of his birth,
and aiso as a member of this House.

An OrrositioNn MeumBrR: Don't be silly.

Ilon. J. G. Arpen: I did not make any
reflection upon the hon. member.

The CHHAIRMAN: I can assure the hon.
momber for powen that I heard no such
reflecticn upon the hon. member for Bulimba
by the hon. member for Aibert. If I had, I
wowid huve a:ked him to withdiaw.

Hon. 4. G. APPEL: If the hon. member
for psowen tininks that I made auy personal
reflection ou the hon. member for Bulimba,
I unrescrvedly withdraw it, because I have
no p.rscnal feeling against any hon. member.
On the coitrazy, I have the best of feeling
and goodwiil towards my collecagues.

I hope that we shall have some definite
policy 11 connection with the giving of prizes
and rewards for the industry and intelli-
gence which the school children display.
They are incentives to them to do their best,
and to strive for those positions which, to
my mind, it should be the ambition of every
Australian to attain to—that is, to strive for
all that is highest and noblest in this
gouthiand. T o:ice pore would impress
upon the Minister the fact that the prac ice
of giving prizes has unquestionably been an
incentive to children in the past. I am giv-
ing my own idea as an old State school boy
and an Australian.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Ycu are talking as one of the brilliant intel-
lec s.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: No. I leave that to
the cther side. I never professed to have a
brilliant intellect, but I claim to have useful
brains which have stood me in very good
stead. It is the useful brains in our school
children that. as a rule, lead others to come
forward and scek to attain the positions
that 1. as a fellow native, dosirc to see
them attain as a further reward.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): 1
listened very carefully to the remarks made
yvesterday by the hen. member for Cook in
reference to what has been achieved by the
system of correspondence classes. The hon.

membor, as a representa‘'ive of
[11.30 a.m.] such an extensive electorate, is

in a position to judge as to the
benefits of that scheme. The hen. membor
for Cock. the hon. member for Barcoo, and
the hon. member for Murilla. reoresenting
extensive ard more or less isclated areas,
have all spoken in complimentary terms of
this new svs'em. which indicates that it must
bo proving a_suecess, The hon. member for
Muriila iradvartently. but none the less
surelv  conveved a false immnression to hon.
membnrs regarding the aboliton of itinerant
teachars hv +his svetem of tuition bv corres-
pondence. The hon, member left that impres-
sion upon me, and tha* being so, I inquired
of the Assistant Home Secretary. the Hon.
M .T. Kirwan, if the Government had
abrlished the svstem of itinerant teachers.
If th-t imnression was left on me it ic quite
poss’ble that conntry people reading  Han-
sard ” may also be of that opinion. I have
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followed the institution of this system with
some attention during the past couple of
years. Quite accideutally I ca.une in contact
w1 h the initiation of the scheme, and learned
what was intended or hoped to be achieved
by 1ts operations. I happened to be in the
Department of Public Instructioa a couple
of years ago on some other business, and in
speaking to the present Under Secretary,
who was then, I think, Acting Chief Inspec-
tor, he told me that he had initiated this
systom. I, for one, did not share his opti-
mism. I realised the scope there was, but 1
did not think that such beneficial results
cculd be achieved as I have since ascertained
have been achieved. Mr. McKenna told me
that the idea of this scheme of tuition by
correspondence was not to supplant the
itinerant teacher, but to reach the boys and
girls—the omnes, twos, and threes—living in
districts so far away that they were Inac-
cessible by these travelling teachers, and
even in some districts where he appoeintment
of an itinerant teacher would not be war-
ranted by virtue of the fact that they were
close to large centres of population, yet far
removed frem State or provisional schools.
The repor: by the Under Secretary points
out that. when this system was started only
a ccuple of years ago, the enrolment was
twentv-nine, and that to-day the enrolment
is 1900, which goes to show that ‘he scope
is there, and that the system is proving very
benefi~ial, Itinerant teachers could not be
anpoirted, say, in districts between here and
Gvmpie—I am not speaking of the area
diveetly aleng ‘he railway route, but the
area within a given distance from the rail-
wav—vet it is possible to conclude that there
arc bovs and girls within that area who are
net being reached by the advantages of
tuition provided by Sta‘e and provisional
schocls.  This correspondence system reaches
them, and it also reaches the boys and girls
on the islands off the coast, where the estab-
lishment of even a provisicnal scheol would
rot be warranted. and great and geod work
is beine done. From time to time I have
taken the onnortunity, when in the depart-
ment. of having a look at some of the work
that is nerformed by these bovs and eirls.
The work is most striking in its simolicity,
and is verv interesting. The courses are
sent ta tha ohildyen weeklv, and thev do not
receive education four times a year, as is
some'imes the case when depending on
itinerant teachers. The courses are sent out
weeklv: they are completed and returned to
the department. and if they are not returned,
then a communication is sent to ‘he parent
askine the reason why. The hon. member
for Murilla quite correctly said that many
parents had not the time or perhavs the
qualifications. through no fault of their own,
to impar the necessarv instruction to their
boys and girls in the bush. It has appeared
to me for the past twelve months or so. in
viewing the work that goes out to these bovs
and girls and in seeing the progress that
has been made and is beirg made by
them, an opnortunity is offered to narents
who were shorn of the onportunities of
obtaining the benefits of education in thaip
own youth. There is an opvortunity for the
older members of the family and even the
parernts themselves when the children become
advanced in those lessons that are sent out
weekly. There is great scope for tue advance-
ment of those who the hon. member for
Murilla quite frankly stated were deficient
in that respect. It appears to me that in

My, Ferricks.)
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. the great spaces of this State the system has

not only come to stay, but is going to do
even greater good work than it has done in
.the pas. I just rose for the purpose of
making it quite clear that the system does
not aim at supplanting the system of teach-
ing Ly itinerant teachers, but is rather
intended o supplement that very worthy
method of instruction.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): I would like a
little information from the Minister in con-
rection  with the item, “ Gratuities and
Retiring Allowances.” TLast yecar the sum
of £1,000 was provided, and thiz year £2,000
iz asked for. I suppose that is by way of
compensation for the teachers who will be
retired at the age of sixty-five years. Is
any of this money to be paid in lieu of the
benclits that those teachers would have
obtainred by contributing towards a pension
scheme on the understanding that their
sorvices would be retained until they were
seventy years of age? Have the Govern-
ment reconsidered the question of doing any-
thing for those unfortunate teachers who will
be retired at the age of sixty-five years and
who have been contributing to the super-
‘annuation scheme on the understanding that
they would participate in the benefits ot such
a schemc on reaching the age of seventy
years? The sum of £2,000. does not appcar
a very large amount to compensate teachers
who may be retired. It scems to me that
-once again a protest should be raised against
the retirement of those teachers who have
been led to pay very high premiums—at
great sacrifice to themselves—to the super-
annuation scheme on the understanding that
they would not be compelled to resign their
positions and fall back on the benefits of
that scheme until they had reached the age
of seventy years. We find that the policy
of the department at the present time is that
these tcachers shall be retired at the age of
sixty-five years, and those teachers arc hot
going to get the benefit of that pension
scheme. I have heard it said that the pro-
bability is they will receive back the amount
they have contributed to the scheme. That
certainly is a very poor recompense to these
men who at a late period of life denied
themseclves so that they might be able to
pay very heavy premiums in order that at
the age of seventy years they should receive
the full benefit of the scheme. If they were
led to believe that they were going to get
the full benefit of the scheme at seventy
vears of age, it is quite fair to say that was
pract’cally an admission on the part of the
Government that, if they werce capable, their
scrvices would be retained until they reached
the age of scventy years. I weculd like the
Minister to state whether this matter has
been considered by the Government.

The SECRETARY TFOR PuBLic INSTRUCTION :
It is under consideration at the present time.

Mr. KELSO: Might I ask the Minister
again if this vote ‘‘ Gratuities and Retiring
Allowances of £2,000” has anything to do
with that matter?

The Secretary roR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
No, it is only an estimate for that purpose.

Mr. KELSO: This £2000, then, is for
quite a different purpose, and is for con-
tingencies that might arise?

The SecrerTanY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Yes, it is totally different.

My, BULCOCK (Bareoo): The hon. mem-
wer for Albert in addressing himself to this

FMe., Perricks.
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vote had a good deal to say in regard to
prizes and the distribution of prizes in
various parts of the State. T take it that
the ideal State and school would be where
there were no rewards and no punishments.
Possibly we may evolve to that stage some
day. In the meantime, the question of
prizes and the distribution of prizes might
be considered with a view to their total
abolition throughcut the State. It is quite
obvious that those districts where prizes are
given at the present {ime are doing no more
for the scholastic attainments of the children
than those districts where prizes are not
distributed. We all know that the prize
and reward is for brilliance and not for
industry. A child who does not get a prize
may be the most disappointed child in the
whole school, and the moral effect of that
disappointment 1s more evident and keen
than the gratification of the child who gets
the prize. There is the adverse effect to be
considered as well as the cffect on the
successful child, who may gain a prize for
brilliance and not for application,

I want to say a word or two about the
system of itinerant teaching, The number
of itinerant teachers has been reduced from
fifteen last year to twelve this vear. The
total cost of maintaining an itinerant tcacher
during the present year worked out at about
£670. Taking the salaries of the twelve
teachers at £3,055 and the equipment, travel-
ling cxpenscs, allowances, ete., at £5,000.
Five of these twelve itinerant teachers are
supplied with motor-cars, while seven travel
by other means. It is obvious that it is not
economical to allow a tcacher who costs the
State £670 per annum to travel the country
by slow methods. It is a very wasteful
process to allow one of these teachers to
travel about with a buckboard and a couple
of horses when he is costing the State all
this money. Other Goverament officers
occupying positions in the Waest, whose
remuncration is very much less than that of
the itinerant teachers. are provided -with
cars. Take our workers’ accommedation
and machinery inspectors. These men re-
ceive from £260 to £340 per annum, and
are provided with motor-cars because it is
recognised it would be absurd to expoct the
best possible results from them if they
could not get about quickly.

Mr. Kreiso: Do they go everywhere by
car?

Mr. BULCOCK: They go practically
cverywhere by car. A Ford motor car can be
taken wherever a buggy can go, and wher-
cver there is a beaten track leading to where
a child is the teacher goes. We send by car
our union organisers to various camps of
men, and surely there should be no difficulty
in sending these teachers there also. Many
of tho tracks along which ‘he itinerant
teacher travels are roads which arc well
maintained by the local authorities and
station people. There is no difficultv in that
respect.  The time has arrived whon we
should give consideration to the question of
providing proper facilities to itinerant
teachers. We have reduced their number,
and we should therefore expedite the travel-
ling rate of those who remain. 1f we have only
twelve itinerant teachers this year against
fifteen last year, they ought to be made to
travel faster than the fifteen travelled. The
Minister has stated that the reduction in
number is due to the fact that a correspon-
dence system of tuition has been introduced.
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T have an open mind on this correspondence
system. I feel that some investigation ought
to be made to determine whether the system
is giving the results that the officers of the
department would lead us to believe are
Ybeing obtained. TUnfortunately in the West
a big proportmn of the parents are incapable
of supervising the studies of their children.
We realise, therefore, that the corvespon-
dence system calls for a system of superin-
tendence by the parents, and many parents
have protested to me about what they term
an unjustifiable intrusion on their time. That
question must be considered. It would be
reasonable to detail one of the inspectors—
and there seems to be a huge staff of inspec-
tors employed in the department—to visit the
families which arc taking advantage of the
correspondence system and ses whether the
resu‘t; are really being obtained from it thag
the department would lead us to believe is
the case. There is another fact to be con-
sidered. We have a number of itincrant
teachers on the outposts of civilisation. They
should be provided with travelling facilities
which would allow them to be more comfort-
able. I remember last year strking onc of
these teachers in my electorate. His con-
veyance was stuck in the black soil, and he
could nct move backwards or forwards. We
shculd not ask our itinerant teachers to
endure those hardships if we can prevent
them. I believe that a motor car in the
majority of cases would enable these teachers
1o overcome such hardships. All the itinervant
teachers who travel by buggv have a boy
«mployed. That means that the teacher has
to sit down while the boy is getting the horsa
and buggy ready, and during all that time
“opportunities for the education of a child

are being lost. If the maximum amount
of benefit accruing to the  child under
the present system 1is to be achieved,
the Minister must give consideration

to the question of providing motor cars
for the itinerant teachers. The Minister has
data to go upon in the fact that three years
ago his predecessor provided a motor car
for an itinerant teacher who was travelling
partly in the electorate of the hon. member
for Leichhardt and partly in my electorate,
and the results have justified the action that
was taken on that occasion.

- We might investigate the whole guestion
and sce whether the system of itinerant
teaching or_the system of teaching by corre-
<p011dence is giving the best 1esulis The
department can piake exhaustive inquiries
and adopt the best system. Personally I do
not know whether the best results are being
obtained from the correspondence system in
those cases where the parents canmnot super-
vise the work cf the children.

There is another fact I wish to touch upon.
We have often heard complaints about
superior cducational facilities provided for
children in the ciiies and towns. We say
that the children in the cities and towns get
the best educational facilities under_the bost
possible conditions. That is truec.
that the Minister Las done everything in his
power to meet our requirements so far as the
Western representatives are concerned, and
has made Western schools better than thoy
were in the past. T have no particular grouch
in that connection, but I want to put in a
plea on behalf of the children who are at
present under the itinerant teachers. In the
towns the ordinary dental inspector comes
along and inspects the teeth of the children
in the schools under his control. Ordinarily

1924—3 v
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those children would have access to a dentist
and covld have their teeth inspected when
they wished. Those children in the bush, who
are not reached by the dentist. require this
dental assistance. I ask the Minister could
he not detail a dpntal inspector to make a
trip with one of the itinerant teuchers,
inspect the teeth of the children in the
area and determine whether it would pay tu
put on an itinerant dentist to attend to the
teeth of the children in the West.

Having exhausted that phase, I desire to
deal with a department which appears to be
a sub-department within a department—
the teaching of agriculture in State schools.
That instruction appears to be uncontrolled
at present, and I suggest that it could be
better controlled by the Department of
Agriculture. If hon. members will turn to
the 1ep01t of the Secretary for Public In-
struction for the year 1923 and peruse the
report of Mr. Stubbin, the teacher of agri-
culture in State schools T am sure they will
agree that that gentleman is called upon to
undertake more work than any individual
should be asked to undertake under any
circumstances. As there is only one instructor
of agriculture in our schools, I presume
that that gentleman probably devises his
own curuculum and is no doubt doing the
best he can flom his own point of view.
Undoubtedy he is undertaking tco much
work—work that should certainly rot come
within the scope of one individual. We have
here a serious case of overlapping. Mr.
Stubbin points out that amongst other
activities he visited schools and pupils’ homes
and formulated ¢ Home Project’” clubs (pig,
ealf, fruit, flower, and vegetables, ete.);
visited homes of members of clubs to inspect
and value thsir work in connection with the
projects; organised and conducted a milk
and cream-testing class for teachers at
Pittsworth; assisted ten other teachers to
qualify themselves for the teaching of milk
and cream testing; addressed meetings of
parents at various schools in connection with
the formation of home projects clubs, and so
on. T do nob think it is the function of one
individual to perform such multitudinous
duties. e is provided primarily for the
instruction of the children, not for the pur-
pose of instructing dairymen. We have
competent inspectors in the Department of
Agriculture who are quite capable of instruct-
ing the farmers. 1 take it that it is the
duty of this Instructor of Agriculture in
State schools to instruct the children and
not the parents.

In addition to that, Mr, Stubbin acts in the
capacity of judge at various shows, prepares
for publication a bulletin upon pig-raising—
and on this point I might say the Depart-
ment of Agriculture employ a pig expert.
They have a man with very high qualifica-
tions, who is undoubtedly capable of express-
ing opinions so far as the pig-raising industry
of the State is concerned; yet here we find
this teacher of agriculture in State schools
expected to write a bulletin on pig-rai:ing.
I think we should either get Mr. Sheldon
to take over the complete matter of pig-
raising, or tell Mr. Stubbin to write on
pig-raising and take up Mr. Sheldon’s
duties and tell the farmers and their children
what they ought to do in this matter.

In addition to that, this gentleman has
official correspondence to attend to and also
some literary work—I take it the publication
of a monthly article in ‘“ The Education

Mr. Bulcock.]
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Office Cazettc.” Mr. Stubbin formulates
some rather peculiar propositions in his
report. [For inustance, here is one which
would be rather interesting if tested to its
fullest degree. He says that the Minister
should make some rescarch to compare a
cow’s work and see how she would respond
under kindly methods and under rough
treatment. Who is to administer the rough
treatment, and who is to define what is
kindly treatment and what is rough treat-
ment? Words like that only serve to obscure
the issue and make the whole thing ridi-
culous. We should determine in what way
Mer. Stubbin’s abilities may best be utilised.
We should cut out this judging at shows,
writing pampblets on pig-raising, and giving
instruction to farmers and dairrmen in milk
and cream testing. Those activities should
be restricted, and the milk and cream
testing should be confined to school children.

Undoubtedly there is a good deal of work
outside these suggestions that could be
undertaken, particularly in the dircction of
experimental garden plcts in our scioo.s.
More vaiuable work could be done there
than in many other directions. We already
have experimental plots under the direction
of our Department of Agriculture, wh.ch
assist us to dctermine which is the best sced
to use, how it may best be acclimatised,
whether methods of culture at present in
use are suitable, and so forth and so on.
School children provide much lakour that
could be utilised admirably in that direction.
Let me cite a case in point. Two or three
years ago we started experimental cotton
plots at the Jericho State Schcol fo
determine whether cotton could be aceli-
matised and grown upon the desert country.
We found that not only could cotton be
grown, but the standard of the staple was
quite equal to that grown in more favoured
districts.

Mr. HKrpHINSTONE: Did you use water?

Mr. BULCOCK : Yes. The point I want
to make is the value of the school garden
cxperimental plot. It has no commercial
value except in very isolated circumnstances
and instarces. Personally I do not believe
the school garden should have a commercial
value, because better work in that dirce-
tion can be done by commercial enterprise.
If the Minister instructed Mr. Stubbin to
go more into the subject of experimental
plots, the adaptation of crops to distriets,
the use of fertilisers, and that sort of thing,
more valuable work would be done than is
now being done by one gentleman who, I
will admit, is perhaps an expert and who
is enthusiastic, but who is attempting to do
the work that could not be performed satis-
factorily by half a dozen officers all trained
in agricultural pursuits. I suggest that the
Secretary for Public Instruction ask the
Department of Agriculture to drfaw up a
curriculum providing for a fair amount of
work to be performed by Mr. Stubbin, and
that Mr. Stubbin be asked to confine him-
self to the branches of his work that do
not clash with the work of the instructors
in the Departient of Agriculture and Stock.
If that were done and experimental work
was carried out in the way of school garden
plots, better results would accrue, the school
children would have more enthusiazm, and
it would provide some stimulus and
enthusiasm for the teacher. He should have
a well-defined curriculum for the guidance
of the children. ard not the parents, in our
agricultural community.

[Mr. Bulcock.
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Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba) : Generally speak-
ing, there seems to be very little dissatis-
faction regarding the way in which the
State schools In Quecnsland are managed.
I am speaking from my own experience in
connection with my electorate. 1 have quite
a nu.aber of large schools, and so far as
the standard of teaching is concerned there
is no dissatisfaction. There is the desire
on the part of the public for further accom-
modation, but I think that is a pretty
gencral desire in the metropolitan area.

I desire to voice my appreciation of the
work that is being done in conncction with
the education of the retarded and defective
childven. During the last year the depart-
ment established classes in certain of the
metropolitan schools, and those classes have
been very successful in educating oir unfor-
tunate children along the prescr.b.d lines.
I think the teachers who have been allocated
to this particalarly trying task are to be
complimented on the success they have
achieved.

{12 noon]

T would like to make a suggestion to the
department in connection with the supplying
of school materials such as the books that
are required for the different classcs. At
the present time it is necessary for the
teacher to tell the scholars that certain books
are required, and the parents have to go
along to the warehouses or retail shops and
purchase them. I would like to see the
department supply these bocks free, hut, if
that cannot be done., the next best thing is
for the State Stores Board to purchase whole-
sale all the bcoks that are required and
then sell them to the parents at the cost
price. If that were done. it would mean
o considerable saving to the parerts. I hope
the Minister and the department will take
a note of the suggestion and sce whether 1t
is not possible to carry out that policy.

1 want also to bring under the notice of
the department a particular matter in con-
nection with the cleaning of slates. One of
my electors has patented what he terms a
“dey slaty clwn v Tt is a small square
pad which effectively cleans the slate with-
out any moisture. FHon. wmembers will
readily understand what a very desirable
method that is if the cleaning can be done
successfully. I am quite sure that this
patent will be successful. and it will do
away with a lot of the ** spitting 7 and with
the necessity of the kiddies having to carry
a rusty tin containing a wet cloth. I under-
stand this method has been approved of by
the Quecensland Teachers” Union. The
teachers can see the value of it, and some
of the departmental officers have also
approved of jt. The department should
seriously consider the advisableness of pur-
chasing the necessary number of these
patent cleaners to supply the whole of the
State schools in Queensland. There is no
doubt it is a good idea, and., if adopted,
it would save the parents of the children a

‘gcod deal in the way of clothing, because,

if the wet rag is not handy, well. the elbow
is just as good. I hope the Minister and
the department will note that suggestion
also.

I want also to ask the cousideration of the
department to the question of providing
further school accommodation in my eclec-
torate. As pointed out by the hon. member
for Ithaca, the question of providing school
accommodation is controlled by two depart-
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ments, and I agree with the hon. member
that something should be done to bring about
a better srstem. The Department of Public
Instruction should carry its own responst-
bility. I do not mean to say that there
should he a gang of workers attached to the
department, but the department should be
empowered to spend the money required,
leaving the actual work of construction to be
carricd out by the Department of Public
Works. There is a strong desire for the
purchase of a school sitc at Morningside.
That district has been fortunate enough to
sccure a iramway extension, and within a
very short space of time hundreds of children
will be residing in the district for whom
it will be necessary to provide school accom-
modation. The only schools at present 1n
the district are at Norman Park, Bulimba,
and Canncn Hill. Certainly, they are not
a very great distance from each other, but
it seems to me that it would be a false move
oun the part ol the department te enlarge
anr of these schools to provide for the large
number of children who will reside in the
very ceutre of that area. A site at present
is available and. if it is missed, I cannot
sec how the department can hope to got
any other suitable site at some later date
when it will be absolutely essential to pro-
vide schco! accommedation there. There is
also a demand for a school at Murarrie. At
present the Murarrie children travel by
train to Cannon Hill or Hemmant. There
is a compact settlement near the meatworks
cortairing sixty or seventy children at the
time. The distriet is also being
idly scttled, and it is deserving of con-
sideration. I hcpe the Minister and officers
of the department will give serious con-
sideration to that matter too.

At 12,6 p.m.,

Mr. (repsox (Ipswiek), one of the panel

of Temporary Chairmen, reliecved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. WRIGHT: I do not wish to enter
irto a personal controversy with any hon.
member in this Chamber. but the hon. mem-
ber for Albert this morning made some
remarks which may be taken to refer to
myself, and I would like to ask the hon.
member whether, when he presents his prizes
to the successful scholars in the schools in
his electorate, he asks them to give him the
pedigree of their ancestors on somewhat
similar lines to what the hon. member gave
to this House in connecticn with his own
ancestors,

Hon. J. (. AppeL: I am pretty sure that
you have none.

Mr. WRIGHT: I must have had some
otherwise I would not be here. I am just
as proud of my ancestors as the hon. member
for Albert is of his. In 1914 the hon. member
deemed it nccessary to deseribe his ancestors,
but it is alleged at the present time that
he disowns his ancestors and claims now
that he is the only member of German
descent who was able to hold his scat in
Parliament during the late war and since
the war.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
hon. member will not be in order in saying
that the hon. member for Albert disowns
his ancestors.

Mr. WRIGHT : I said it was alleged.

Hon. J. G. ArreL: I am proud of my

anicestors, and I have never denied any of
them.
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Mr. WRIGHT: ‘ Hansard” shows that
the hon. member was so anxious about his
ancestors that he took the trouble in 1914
to get into “ Hansard” who those ancestors
were, and he even went back to the time of
the Huguenots. I want to know does the
hon. member ask thc children, before pre-
senting them with the prizes, to give him
the pedigree of their ancestors? The bigger
the hon. member gets round the stomach
the more warped his mind becomsés,

OrrosiTioN MEeMBER: That is dirty.

Hon. J. G. Apprn: It shows the type of
the individual.

Mr. WRIGHT : The hon, member referred
to my electorate and to my standing. I
want to say to the hon. member that [ am
proud of the Tand of my birth, and I am
proud of my doings in Queensland. The
hon. member has always argued that he
would like to see immigrants coming here.
I am proud of having been an immigrant,
and I am proud of being able to stand up
here and say so. The hon. member would
like to see coming to Quecnsland the class
of immigrant who is prepared to work for
low wages and ‘‘scab ” when “ scabbing’ is
required,

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) ; The hon. member
for South Brisbane appearcd te be urder the
impression that I had stated that the system
of tuition by correspondence was going to
supplant the system of :ducation by itinerant
teachers. I did not wish to give that improes-
sion, and in locking over my specch in the
discussion ot the vote for the “ Chief Office
I do not think such an impression could be
given. I stated—

“In my electorate some of the children
are being taught under that system, and
in some cases the par nts are dis-atisfied
and would prefer to have an itinerant
teacher visiting them.”

We have the correspondence class systm in
operation in the Murilla electorate. Some
parents have told me they would pr.fer to be
visited by the itinerant school teacher in
preference to the correspondenc. clas:cs, while
others have stated that thev prefer the cor-
respondence classes to the itinerant teaching.
T wish that to be made plain. I rccognise
that good work is being done under both
systoms  in localities where children are
unable to attend schools. It mav not be
nossible for itinerant teachers to visit every
family in an electorate such as min», but if
an itmerant teacher could pay a visit even
two or three times a year to the homes of
the children who are receiving iustruction
through the corre:pondence class-s, he could
perhaps instruct some of the parents so as to
cnable them to help their children. Some
parents prefer the itinerant t:acher because
he can visit them and spend an hour or two
in giving them pervonal instruction. In-
struction by letter is not as good as personal
instruction. The parents would thus be
assisted in carrying out the cducation of
their children. I would like the two systems
of education to be worked in conjunction
with cach other as far as possibls. T would
emphasise the claims for consideration of the
children who happen to he a long wav from
schcol.  Where a man does not reccive an
income of £208 a year he should be allowed
£330 extra to enable him to send his children
awayv from home. I do not think £30 a year
is quite enough. but it would be a great help
to people in this position. The same thing
should apply to families living a long dis-

Mr. Morgan.]
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tance from schools. If the Government are
able to render assistance to the extent of
£30, £40, or £50 a year in the way 1 uave
indcated. similar assistance could be given
to these people. They could then  cither
employ a governess to instruct the children,
or else, if th: mother is capable of impart-
ing instruction personally, she could employ
somc help in the home so as to give her time
to instruct the children. While Tnothers may
be capable, unfortunately the amonut of
houschold work they have to do prevents
them from personally instructing the childron.
These people are a big asset to the State,
and they should be encouraged to rear their
children in the country dis tricts. I think the
children in the country districts are entitled
to all the facilities we can give them.

Mr. FARRELL (Rockhampton): 1 =ish to
mention two or three subjects in speaking on
this vote. The first is the continued attack
by the lead:r of the Opposition on the policy
of the Teachers’ Union in prohibiting prize-
giving in schools, the second the matter of
distriet exhibits, and the third the matter
of school libraries.

Mr. Moore: I did not deal with school
libraries.

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. member may
not have dealt with them, but I propose to do
%0, Lct me reprat again that thn dur‘iq’on of
the teachers to do away with prize-giving in
schools was a decision not of the executive
of the union, but of the teachers from all
parts of O!c nsland gathered together in

conference.  All phases of the question were
placed before the conference, and on cach
occasion the vote in favour of the nbohtlon

of prizes in State schools was practically a
unanimous deeision.

Mr. Moogre: Why don’t you get the Minis-
ter to endorse it?

Myr. FARRELL : Who is in a better position
than the teachers themselves to say whether
prize-giving in the schools is a good or bad
thing? I have had personal experience of
teaching in schools whore prizes have been
given. and later when prizes have been
abolished. so that I can speak with some
degree of authority on the effect of prize-
giving in schoals.  The system of granting
prizes to children in the “schools for merit,
or supposed merit, is altogether wrong in prin-
ciple. I have found from cxperiencs that the
prize winner in the school—the boy who can
win the prize without any trouble at all—
turns cut to be the worst citizen in future life
in the majority of cases

Mr. KeLso: That is not correct.

Mr., FARRELL: Will the hon.
allow me to make my speech?

Mr. Kerso: You are not old enocugh.

Mr. FARRELL: I hope to God that I
shall never reach that stage when I have to
coma to the same conclusions as the hon.
membor. The boy or girl—particularly the
bov—who becomes the best citizen in after
life is the boy who has plodded along in his
school career.

GoveErRNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MoreaN and other Opposition members
intcrjectad.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order

Mr. FARRELL: Thank you for protecting
me. Mr. Gledson. The hon. member has not
had much exnerience in these matters, and

[ Mr. Morgan.
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apparently does not wish to hear the views
of anycne who has had experience.
Mr. Moore: I do uot object at all.

Mr. FARRELL: The boy who afterwards
hecomes the best citizen and reaches the
highest place in public and commelf’ial life
i the commuuity is not the boy who 1s
brilliant at school and gains prizes with-
out any effort at all. It is the boy who
plods through his school course with concen-
tration and application, and very often with-
oul winning a prize, who has a good career.
In my own expsrience the prize w.nner
has rot been the boy who hes worked hardest
at school. Every school has its syatcm of
marks, under which at the end of every month
or quarter the positions which th: punils have
relatively gained are denoted by the positions
they orcupy in their classes, There is not
one tracher who will disagree with me when
I sax that, taking a twelve months’ course,
after the first six months have gone. there is
rarcely a change in position 1n the class
for the remaindor of the year. One or two
boss may change their pesitions, but the
relative positions of the boy: remain  the
same. It does not matter how many prizes
you give, or how many diffirent subjects you
aive prizes for, the teacher cculd write down
mlmedlate y that the boy who was sitting
in the back seat of his class would win all
the prizes without any effort at all. The
giving of prizes not only has a bad influence
on the child, but also has a terdenes to
prevent the teacher from playing the game.
As the hon. member for Barcoo pci ted out,
the disappointment on the face of the younyg-
ster who has striven hardest during thl year
and has made certain ad\dl’coment in his
class, when he sces the boy in the back seat
gotting the prizes, is sufficient to induce the
toachpr.to admit straight away that the
sysztem 1s wrong.

Mr. Kruse interjected.

Mr. FARRELL: The hon wmember docs
not know what he is talking about.

Mr. KELSO:
and I know.

Mr. FARRELL: That is the extent of the
hon. member s intelligence—if you give a
shilling to the Salvation Army, you know
ali about the Salvation Army’s work. The
hon. member does not know anything of what
he is ralking about, and he had better listen
to others.

BIr Kgrso again interjected.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member is entitled to speak with-
out interruption. I do not object to an hon.

I have given prizes myself,

member interjecting if the interjection is
likely 1o be useful, but continual interjec-
tions are pot in order, and I ask the hon.

member for Nundah to cease making them.

Mr FARRELL: 1 was saying that the
disappoivtment of that child is quite suffi-
cient for the teacher to determine to do
away wi h orizes_altogether. The value of
the prizes themselves is not an incentive to
the bovs sitting in the back seat who win
the prizes to work hard.

Let me deal with the question a Iittle
further from the teacher’s point of view. I
quote the exnerience of mv brother, who is
at proesent the head master ~f one of the
largest scheols in the State. He was at one
t'me tonching at the Rockhampten (‘emhal
Rovs’ Sehool, ard ‘here was a prize-giving
day. Prior to the day the teachers of the
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various classes were informed of the sub-
jects tor which the prizes were to be allotted,
and the teacher of each class was asked to
conduct examinations to see which boys
should win them, I may say tha. the chair-
man of the committee of the school was at
this time one of the leading doctors in Rock-
hampton, and on the list of donations to
provide prizes was a donation by that doc.or
of ten guineas. My brother submitted the
names of the prize winners to the head
master. He looked through the list. There
wele the names of the boys who won the
prizes for mathemaltics, history, geography,
gocd attendance, and so on. The head
master said to my brother, “ 1 do not see
the name of the son of the doctor, who is in
your class. I do not see that he has won a
i Mr. Farrell.” My brother replied,
“No; he is the worst boy I have in my
class.””  “ But, Mr. Farrell,” said the head
mas er, ¢ Doctor so-and-so gave ten guineas
to the sub:cription list to provide prizes.”
My brother replied, ¢ Well, the position is
absolutely as I have told you, and if prizes
are to be given, those are the winners, and
the doctor's son is one of the worst boys in
my class.” On prize-giving day my brother
was surprised to find that a special prize had
been given by the head master to the doctor’s
son, and it was given for general proficiency.
The biggest fool that he had in his class
received a prize for general proficiency,
awarded by the head master !
Mr. Moore: Every child gets that now.

Mr. FARRELL: There is an instance of
how the system will, consciously or uncon-
sciously, affect the teacher himself—where a
head master, who was not inclined to hurt
the feclings of his doctor friend, had to give
a special prize for ‘‘ general proficiency.”
That is the case from the teacher’s point of
view.

Mr. Moore: That is only one case.

Mr. FARRELL: If it happens in only
one case, it is sufficient justification for
doing away with the system.

Mr. Moore: According to your argument,
if one member of Parliament is a fool, you
ought not to have a Parliament at all.

Mr. FARRELL: The system is altogether
wrong, and the fact that the teachers them-
selves—who know what they are talking
about and have had actual experience—
have come to the decision that prize-giving
is wrong and does not bring about the results
claimed for it by hon. members opposite is
sufficient to justify the Minister.

Mr. Moone: I claim that the Minister
should be the man to do it—not the Teachers’
Union.

Mr. FARRELL: I know the hon. member
has been up against unions all his life,
whether the Teachers’ Union or any other
union.

Mr. MooRre: The teachers are not unani-
mous.

Mr. FARRELL: The teachers are abso-
lutely unanimous. The hon. member said
the other day that they were * squibs.”

Mr. Moore: I said the Teachers’ Union
squibbed when it came to the point.

Mr. FARRELL: The secretary of the
union will hear it this time.

Now I shall quote the case of two schools
in Rockbampton in support of my argument
—one school where prizes had not been given
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for seven or eight years, and another school
where prizes were given right up to the time
when the Teachers Union prevented it. The
results at the first school—the Boys’ (Central
School—show that it is one of the best schools
in Queensland. The departmental reports
go to prove that, and the scholarship results
achieved by it in 1923 were the best of any
school in Queensland. It is a school where
prizes have not been given for ten years.
Then take the other school, not half a mile
away, where prize-giving was in vogue, and
where the attendance is double that at the
Boys’ Central School. The results are
exactly the opposite. The inspector’s reports
are unsatisfactory; the scholarship results
are unsatisfactory; the general control of
the school has been unsatisfactory. That is
an absolu'e fact—the school where no prizes
were given is the school which any of the
officials will tell you is one of the model
schools in the State. So the fact that you
give prizes to children at the end of the
year is not an incentive to them.

The leader of the Opposition still sticks to
his statement that the Teachers’ Union pre-
vents teachers of vocational classes and rural
schools from displaying exhibits at country
shows. That is absolutely wrong. The union
does not interfere at all, because the teachers
recognise that the results of the teachers
work are shown by an exhibit by the voca-
tional classes and rural schools. The results
of the domestic science, woodworking, car-
pentering, saddlery, and other classes are
shown.

Mr. Moore: What about needle-work?

Mr. FARRELL: If needle-work is taught
in domestic science classes in  vocational
scheols. the Teachers’ Union does not object
to exhibits of such things, because they are
a reflex of the work that is being done in
the school.

The SECRETARY FOR DUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Provided that they shall not be competitive.

Mr. FARRELL: Of course, thev shall not
be competitive. Tt is to exhbits bv the
ordinarv primary schools tha' the Trachovs’
Union objects, and for this reason: Can any
hon. member tell me that an exercise beok,
a copy book, or a map drawn bv a vounester,
or a garment made bv a voungster shows
the result of the teacher’s work in the twelve
months?  Anvbody who suggests such a
thine does not know the verv rudiments of
edueation, or one of the first duties of a
teacher in a primarvy school. T think the
auestion is best treated by a cuctation from
the report of Mr. Inspector Mutch.

[12.30 p.m.]
The report says—

““The man in the streeot’ still thinks
that the great use of a scheol education
is to teach the pupil #hings. whercas the
chief work of a teacher iz to mould,
check. and redirect the punil’s imnulses,
feelings. and tendencies. so as to bring
him 1into adjustment with his ever-
widening environment—physical, social,
and cultural.”

You are going to display it by placing a
map of Russia, or an exercise bonk, or a
copv hook, alongside the fat piz or the
pumpkin in the show! The teachers have
objected to anybody coming alorg and judg-
ing the work of their school from a copy
hook, exercise book, or a map. Here again
T have had experience of what has taken

Mr. Farrell.]
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place in these classes. I have been in
schools and taught in schools where copy
books and exercizn books are prepared for
the show, and for seven or eight weeks before
the Qhow takes place the best writer in the
class is put in a little desk by himself, and
does nothing for that period except write up
exercise books and copy books. In a lot
of cases—this was stated in public at the
Teachers” Conference—the copy books are
written up by teachers themselves. It is
to protect that teacher from himself that the
Teachers’ Union has issued the order that
there shall be no more exhibits of school
work at the various shows.

Mr. Krrso:
nient.

Mr. FARRELL: The union does not run
the department. At the head of the depart-
ment to-day are two gentlemien who up to
the time of their appointment were members
of the Queensland Teachers’” TUnion. The
chief inspector was president of the Queens-
land Teachers’ Union, and is recognised as
one of the ablest authorities we have on
cducation.

Mr. KeLso: That is so.

Mr, FARRLLL: It was during the time
that he was president of the union that this
order came into force—prohibiting school
exhibits at the various shows. What is the
good of blaming the Teachers’ Union? The
members of the ()ppositxon adopt the same
attitude towards the Teachers’ Union as they
do to all other unions, and they are the same
gentlemen who absolutely refused to allow
the teachers to form a union. It was this
Governmeut who gave the teachers the right
to form an industrial union, and the right to
go to the Arbitration Court to obtain decent
conditions. The crowd sitting in Opposition
are the crowd who sweated the teachers by
paying classified teachers £2 per week, and
now they are complaining about the Teachers’
TUnion  because the wunion, through its
executive and through its officers, is going
to do something for the education of the
kiddies of Queensland, and is going to turn
cut real citizens, and not a lot of exercise
books and copy beoks to be placed alongside
fat pigs at the ccuutry shows. I am very
pleased that the union has issued this order
against the display of school exhibits from
primary schools at the various shows. for the
reason that it does not represent the work
that the teacher is doing in the school.

Mr. Kergo: Did the hon.
“order’”?

Mr. FARRELL : Of course I said *“ order.”

My, Kerso: I thought the hon. geutleman
said it was done by the Chicf Inspector?

Mr, FARRELL: It is no use trying to
oxplain anything to anyonc who has not
sufficient brains 1o understand what I am
talking about. The Quecensland T'eachers’
Union took up the attitude thai the tcachers
should turn out from the school bms and
girls who could think for themseclvis and
not be merc machiues. Some of the te a<h01=
recognise that their chief duty is to form
the character of the children, and not to
turn out crammed machines to take their
places in after life. Some of them recognise
that their chief duty is not to display copy
books at shows, tut to give such grounding
in mental training, in cultural training, and
physical tmlmng and particularly in so
developing the esthetic taste that, when

[Mr. Parrell.
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he leaves school, he will be fitted to take
his place as a useful citizen of the State.
That is the work of the teacher. The work
of the teacher is not the showmg of copy
books at different shows or in being placed in
the humiliating position of having to provide
2 special prize for general proficiency for the
doctor’s son.

Mr. KeLso: The doctor’s son seems to have
got on yocur brain

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. gentleman has
never displayed sufficient brains for anything
to get on them.

I would like to say something in counnection
with school libraries. There has been a
reduction in the vote by nearly £185. I
hope that there will be more co-ordination
between the various schools of arts in Quecns-
land and the different schools, so that there
may be an interchange of reading matter
between the school libraries and the juvenile
libraries in the schools of arts. Nothing
tends to broaden a child’s mind, and nothing
tends more to cultural development than
reading, and there should be more co-ordina-
tion between the juvenile libraries in the
schools of arts and the libraries in the schools
¢o that the children would have a larger
number of books to chose from.

Mr. Kerso: They might read something
about war there.

Mr. FARRELL: That is just about the
hicight of the inteiligence of the hon. gentle-
man. For the sake of the kiddies of Queens-
lend, it is a good job that the hon. member
will never be In a position to contaninate
their minds about war.

Mr. KELso: The hon. gentleman should be
the last to {alk about contamination.

Mr. FARRELL: You get up. in your place
and say anything about me. Goon! Say it
cither in here or outside! I would like it
better outside. We do not want contamina-
tion by people of the type of the hon. mem-
ber. 1 would not say contamination by mem-
bers of the Opposition because I know it is
not general amongst all members of the
Opposition. Some of them are very decent
fellows. The advantages of school iibraries
to children cannot be over-estimated, and I
hope the Minister will give some considera-
tion to the enlalgmnF of the echool libraries
o: to making conditions easier whercby the
children can obtain greater advantage
through the school libraries.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The hon.
member for Nundah has revived the question
of the obligation of the State under the
Public Service Superannuation Act. Unfor-
tunately we find oursclves after yoars of
consideration just exactly where we were
wlien rhe question wes raised in this Chamber
vears ago We were lold then that the
matter was under consider ation. The Govern
ment are too slow by far in giving con-
sideration tc some questions  The ohligation
of the State in this particular direction has
been clearly set out, and indeed, if it were
less clearly set ont, the obligatxon of the
State would be none the less. In looking up
““ Hansard” in connection with the matter,
I find that Mr. Macartney, when spcakmg
in 1912 on the introduction of the Public
Service Superannuation Act which he had in
charge, said—

““ A special right is conceded to those of
forty years of age and upwards. Upon
paying a lesser contribution, they can pay
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as for retirement at the age of seventy
years. It may be stated that all contri-
butors otherwise are made to contribute
in respect of vetirement at the age of
sixty-five years, and the contributions
cease when the contributor arrives at that
age. In the case of those officers to whom
I have just referred, of forty and up-
wards, they can, if they so elect, contri-
bute to fcur units of insurance and
annuity payable at scventy years of age,
in which case they pay a lesser sum.”

At 12.39 p.m.,
The CHARMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The question was
again referred to by mysclf m the year
1921, as will be seen from ‘“ Hansard,” pagoe
1574.  This matter was brought up by me
at the instance of public servants. The
regret in my mind is that the matter is still
under consideration whereas it should have
been decided once and for all. The notice
that was issued at the particular time 1is
specially clear. It reads—

“Cusss C axp D
‘“ MALES 40 AND OVER.

“If you contribute under tables B, D,
F, or H, you will acquire the right to
remain in the service until the age of
seveluty, and your contributions will con-
tinue until that age. when your rights to
incapacity allowance, if you have con-
tributed for that benefiy, will ceasc, and
your anuau.ty will commence, and if you
have contributed for assurance, the sum
assured will be payable at decath, or you
may, on retirement, exchange for an
additicnal annuity according to its valuc.

“ Dated, Public Service Superannua-
tion Board Office, Brisbune, December,
1912.

“(Signed) ROBERT RENDLE,
) ¢ Manager.
““Public Service Superannuation

Board Oilice.”

It would appear that the department were,
to a certain extent, in ignorance of the
existence of the contract, because the
Attornev-General at that time stated at
page 1575—

“1In view of the opinions expressed by
hon. gentlemen on the question, he would
examine. the circular and go into the
mattsr. He had never seen or heard of
the circular previously, but he now would
go into the matter and see what was
behind it. He wanted to do justice to
everyiody.

“Mr. G. P. Barves (Warwick): He
thought the statement of the Minister
was satisfactory. They understood that
the Government were in ignorance of
the matter,

“The Attorncy-General: I am not
saying that at all. I say I have not
seen or heard of the circular,

“Mr. G. P. Bsrxes: 1f the Committee
were given to understand that fair play
was to be afforded to these men, the
matter could reasonably be dropped. No
one should be victimised.”

_ It is clearly set out there that the State

is under an obligation to do its duly by those

men with whom it entered into a contract.

Hon. members on this side stand.for honour-

ing all contracts that may have been made.
Mr. BMaxweLL: Hear, hear!
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Mr. G. P. BARNES:, We call upon the
Government to give consideration to this
matter, They have becn considering and
slecping over the matter, and the time has

now arrived when a decision should be
arrived at and made known.
The SLCRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

Who passed that legislation?

Mr. ¢ P. BARNES: It was passed in
1912 by Mr. Macartney. If the Minister will
look up * Hansard” for 1921, at page 1580,
he will sec all about it.

A good deal has been said about prize-
giving. 1 for one, at any rate, have thought
fo much in connection with that matter that
I have given an annuity valued at ten
guineas a year for prizes at the Warwick
High School for all time. That shows that
1 have a little faith in the value of prize-
giving. It certainly might not have the
same significance in conucction with the
primary schools, but in all the schools which
I have attended—even the Warwick High
Scheol, where prizes are distributed each
yvear—prize-giving is a distinet pleasure fo
the recipients, but, when one sces the clap-
pirg of hands and the joy of those who have
failed, he begins to realise that those who
have failed to receive prizes rejoice in seeing
the success of their fellows. '

The SecrerarRY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That may appear on the surface, but cheers
?rlo not always indicative of what is really
olt.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: There was nothing
superficial in the cheers. I believe that they
exhibited the finest evidence of pleasure that
could be imagined. Iverywhere when the
hero is successful, whether in sport or other-
wise, that fecling 1is manifested.  Last
Saturday sports were held in connection
with all the schools of Warwick, and no one
would say that the pleasure manifested in
the success of the heroes of the day was
anything but sincere, )

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you think that physical effort is of any
value in the child’s education?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: We all appreciate
the value of all effort in life.

The SECREPARY FOR IPPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
How are you going to valuc physical effort?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Whilst there may
be a great deal in what is put forward by
kon. members on the other side, I am quite
sure that a distinet pleasure results from
prize-giving in many dirvections. On the
other hand, I agree with the hon. member
for Rockhampton in this sense, that boys
and girls who are successful in life are those
who stick at it all the time. A bright girl
or boy may eventually go down. but the
pledder will come through in life. I re-
member reading some years ago, a statement
made by a leading American to the effoct
that he had watched the carcers of thou-
sands of men from boyhcod up, and those
who finally succeceded in reaching the top
in life were those who possessed the gift of ~
“sticking at it.” Some pcople who rely
on their ability do nothing. A child was
being asked a guestion in my presence abous
preparation for an examination, and he said,
1 have only got to read that over and
that will be all right.”” He was sure of the
result once he read it over. But that is no
justification for a wholesale condemnation
of the giving of prizes. The gladness of

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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both parents and children gives me so much
pleasure in connection with the distribution
of prizes that no order should go out from
the department prohibiting them in our
schools.

Unfor.unately, every year one has to listen
to remarks as to the failure of the Depart-
ment of ’ublic Instruction in the matter of
providing teachers’ residences. The depart-
ment has failed to meet the needs of my dis-
trict in ihis matter. For years the people
of Maryvale and Mount Gordon have asked
for such. provision, and only last week I
recelved information from Mount Gordon
as to the claims of the district for the erec-
tion of a teacher’s residence. As has been
pointed out, the Department of Public
Ins ruction should control to the fullest extent
the erection of buildings. Instead of that it
is a matter largely controlled by the Depart-
ment of Public Works, and that department
may or may not be in sympathy with the
object. Reference to a second department
provides an easy means of excuse for the
building not being gone on with. I press the
rights of the Mount Gordon and Maryvale
people for the erection of teachers’ residences
in those districs.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): In reply to the
hon. member for Rockhampton, let me say
that 1 did rot go into the ethics of whether
it was a good thing or a bad thing to give
prizes in schools. I said that it should be
the Department of Public Instruction that
gives orders and not the Teachers’ Unjon.
Certainly, many arguments could be advanced
for and against prize-giving.

The SecrETsRY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Prizes are given in some schools now.

Mr. MOORE: Yes; but the teacher runs
a risk of being kicked out of the union or of
ge'ting a reductior in his salary.

NThe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

O.

Mr..MOORE : I am not stating something
that I know nothing about, I received a
letter from a tcacher saying that he ran the
risk of expulsion from the union, which
meant being kicked out of his job or having
his salary reduced, if he persist>d in prize.
giving. But that is not the question. The
question is who is to exercise control? I
consider the argument of the hon. member
for Rockhampton against the showing of
school work is not worth a snap of the
fingers. He stated that a teacher was dis-
honest enough to write an exercise for a
child and exhibit that exercise as the child’s
work. That argument is not worthy of con-
sideration. If a teacher was so dishonest as
to d_o that, he should not be retained in the
service.

Mr. Famrern: I said that the fact was
admitted at the Teachers’ Conference.

Mr. MOORE: A teacher like that has no
right to be in the department. To say that
a teacher would be prepared to stoop to
deceit and put in an ecxercise written by
himself, pretending that it was a child’s
work. is not an argument against the show-
ing of pupils’ work.

Mr. Farrern: The restriction will have the
ef’gect of protecting teachers against them-
selves.

Mr., MOORE: The argument merely
proves that ‘hat teacher has no right to be
retained in the service. It is not an argu-
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ment against prize-giving or against show
exhibits.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Who gives the prizes?

Mr. MOORE: What for?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The prizes you are referring to

Mr. MOORE: The parents, as a rule.

The SECRETARY FOR PPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Yes—not the department. It is ouside the
jurisdiction of the department.

Mr. MOORE: Outside the jurisdiction of
the department! Is it outside the jurisdie-
tion of the department to say how the various
activities of the schools shall be conducted?
Instead of that, we find those activities
being dictated by an outside authority. The
fact is that the department are not game to
take a stand one way or the other, and they
allow an ou'side body to dictate their policy.
In many instances teachers have their own
opinions on the subject, and they consider
what is best for the various schools. In
some cases they consider prize-giving an
advantage. If the department say that it is
against regulations to give prizes, the
teachers are perfectly justified in obeying
that regulation.

The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you suggest that regulations should be
brought in to abolish prize-giving?

Mr. MOORE : No. I cbject to an outside
body giving instructions on a question like
this. If a teacher carries out what he con-
siders best for the children and distributes
prizes, he is likely to lose some salary or to
be kicked out of the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you believe in preference to unionists?

Mr. MOORE: I am not going fo allow
the hon. gentleman to draw a red herring
across the trail and say whether I am this
or whether I am that.

The SecrRETaARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you want me to smash the Teachers”
Tnion?

Mr. MOORE : What nonsense the Minister
is talking! T do not care twoperce whether
the Teachers’ Union is smashed that way or
not. That union is there for a particular
purpose—to protect the interests of the
teachers in definite directions—to sce as far
as possible that they are cfficient and that
they receive proper conditionz. They are
not there to dictate the policy of the depart-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What have they to do with prizes?

Mr. MOORT : I take it that the department
has jurisdiction over its teachers. If it con-
siders the showing at exhibitions is beneficial,
and that it is likelv to encourage children
and give them an incentive to work, it is for
the department to say that that »nrinciple
shall be laid down—mnot for an cutside body
to say what shall or shall not be allowod. The
reasons given by the hon. memhoy for Rock-
hampton are beneath notice, although I be-
lieve some very good reasons were given
both for and against these subjects in con-
forence.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Tf the department already gives prizes in the
form of scholarships, why do you want more?

Mr. MOORE: If the Minister is going to
sit supinely by and allow teachers to dictate
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as to how the department shall conduct its
work, it is not my pienie, it is the hon
gentleman’s. I still have the liberty of pro-
testing against such a procedure. The hon.
member for Rockhampton seems to think I
was afraid to express my opinion because
of the Teachers’ Union, or possibly becau-e
some member of that union was in the Cham-
ber and might object to my utterances.

Mr. FargeLL: I said nothing like that.

Mr. MGORE: I put forward a particular
case. and object to the department being
controlled by any outside body. I am per-
fectly open about my attitud:. I asked why
no exhibit was forthcoming from the voca-
tional classes at Crow’s Nest. Some two yvears
ago those cxhibits were made, and they did
a lot of good and had considerable educational
value. When I asked why there was no
exhibit this year, T was told that the Teachers’
Union objecied. Since I brought the matter
up in this Chamber, the hon. miember for
Rockhampton has got up and said that the
teachers do not object to that class of exhibit,
but to another class of work being shown.
I made my statements perfectly openly. I
can se¢ no difference between showing
work taught in school by a neecdle-work mis-
tress and that taught in a domestic science
car for vocational purposes. The hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton said the teachers would
allow the one but not the other to be shown.
It is a question for the Department of Public
Instruction to say whether teachers are to be
allowed to submit exhibits in shows, and as
to whether prizes shall be given. That is
not a question for an outside body. It is
not a question of ethiecs as to whether the
system 1s good or bad. It is a question of
whether the Department of Public Instruction
shall rule or whether it will allow some
outside body to give orders. That is the stand
I take. I have not the slightest ohjection
to the Teachers’ Union keeping within its
own sphere of action. The department should
control its own affairs.

Mr. FARReLL: Do vou not think the uniou
should control its teachers?

Mr. MOORE: The union has no right to
dictate the policy of the department. If
the Minister thinks it advisable to give prizes
or to exhibit at shows, that poliecy should be
carried out, and the teachers have no right
to threaten the hon. gentleman.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is outside the jurisdiction of the depart-
ment. They are not our shows, and ther are
not our prizes.

[2 p.m.]

My, MOORE: The department recognises
the principle of preference to unionists, and
if a man is expelled from the union, he will
suffer a reduction in salary. I object strongly
to the Teachars’ Union dictating as to what
shall be done, and I think it is time that the
department had full control over the work
of the department. Mr. Inspector Mutch, in
his report, says

““The teachers arc as a body loyal to the
department, and interested in their worlk ;
they perform their duties as a rule with
a satisfactory degree of efficioncy. But,
as in other departments of the servies,
only the superior manifest marked dili-
gence and merit; the majority are con-
tent to complete the ordinary rounds of
duty, but do not exert themselves to
extend their knowledge, either of the
subjects taught or of professional prin-
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ciples and practice. The superior teacher
keeps his mind alert and flexible, and is
always ready to cope with changing cir-
cumstances.”

The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): In my opinion
this vote in connection with the Department
of Public Instruction is the most important
vote of all, as it deals with primary mstruc-

tion, which is the foundation of

[2 p.m.] society. I have listened very

attentively to the debate that
has taken place to-day, and I must admit
that to some extent it has been instructive,
not only to members of this Committes but
also to the people outside.

I am in somewhat of a puzzle about this
question of giving prizes to the children. I
know that up in my own electorate at a
rlace named after myself, Collinsville, which
1s on the Bowen coalfield, they took a very
broad view in connection with the distribu-
tion of prizes, and I think the system
followed there could well be followed
throughout this State. The school com-
mittee at Collinsville saw that every child in
the school got a prize. That appears to
me tc be the right thing to do. It is all
very well to say that this child is a smart
child, or that some other child is a dull
child. What we want to get down to is
that a lot depends on the environment of
the child after it leaves school. In many
cases the home surroundings are very poor,
and in other cases the home surroundings are
very good. The cnvironment of the child
has a great cffect on the child’s education.
In my travels to and fro in this great
Commonwealth I have met men who have
studied at different universities in Great
Britain and in the Commonwealth, and I
would class some «f those whom I have met
as the higgest nincompoops I have ever meot
in my life. That is not a reflection on the
universitics. The point I want to make is
that it does not follow that the children who
obtain the first prizes in our schools are
going to be the great men or great women
of the future. I am reminded of a saying
of Mr. Gladstone, that, if all the men who
had graduated from Oxford and Cambridge
with “B.A.” and “M.A.” at the cnd of
their names had been clever men, England
would have been filled with clever men long
2go; but we know that they were not all
clever men.

Anything that will make the lot of the

- teachers in the country betler in regard to

school residences should be done. I repeat
what I said during last session, that, if the
people want their children to be educated
in the manner in which they should be
educated, they will have to pay for
it. In my opinion, there is not sufficient
money on the Estimates to deal adequately
with schools or school residences. In my own
electorate I have a great deal of trouble to
get the Department of Public Instruction,
and also the Department of Public Works,
to think big enough. That is what is wrong
with them—they never think big enough.
In vegard to the school at Collinsville, I told
the Secretary for Public Instruction at -he
time the first school was asked for that the
place was going to grow. First of all, we
erected a- tent school, and later on we
shifted an old school from Rochford. 1
said before it was removed that it would

Mr. Collins.}
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be found to be too small, and we had to
put additions to it later on. I suppose
the paint was hardly dry before it re-
quired further additions. The department
cannot think big enough, especially in a
grosing electorate such as I represent. I
want the department to take a larger out-
look than they have done in the past. The
department ought to realise that growing
agricultural centres are going to be there for
all time. They arc not like mineral fields,
which disappear from time to time. I hope
that my remarks will receive attention. I
remember on one occasion, when my atten-
tion was drawn by the late Sccretary for
Public Instruction, the Hon. J. Huxham, to
regulation so and so, that I wrote him a
letter back and said. ‘T hope that your
regulations are pot unalterable like tho laws
of the Medes and Persians.”” We have to
recognise that countrv districts are growing
districts, and everything should be done to
give the children ecducation. The children
in the country are on a differcnt footing
altogether to the children in the citics, I am
a believer in the highest education which it
is posszible for a man or woman to gct. I
have always said that a man could have all
the culture of the centuries, and yet swing
a pick and use a shovel. When I walk along
George street and see all the children com:inzg
from the technical college at the rear of
this building, I ask myself whether they
are receiving the right kind of cducation.
If it is an education to enusble them to
escape from toil or useful work, it is the
wrong kind of education. My opinion is
that we arc getting tco muny men and
womenfolk who want easy work and seek o
escape the hard work of the world which
must be done.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will have an opportunity of deal-
ing with the subject of techuical education
on another vote.

Mr. COLLINS: I wandered a little bit.
I was trying to make the point that we have
not got technical colleges and schools in
the part of the country which I represent.
We have a technical college in Bowen, it is
true, but there are people in my electorate
who are a hundred miles from the head
centre and who cannot take advantage of
this higher system of education.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. COLLINS: I want to see the best
trained teachers sent into the country
districts to impart education to the children
who live there. I hope that not only the
Department of Public Instruction, but also
the Department of Public Works, will sec,
when we get a school approved, that the
building of the school takes placc quickls,
and that we shall not have to wait for
weeks and wecks before anything is done.
I remember that on one occasion I had a
pile of correspondence about six inches high,
all dealing with one school, and I got tived
of writing first to the Department of Public
Instruction and then to the Department of
Public Works to find out when it was gcing
to be built,

I want to draw the attention of the officers
of the department to another important
matter. When a teacher resigns, especially
a woman teacher—and in the North they very
often resign because they get married there
--there should be no delay in the appoint-
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ment of a successor. Sometimes—I know
it may not be the fault of the depart-
meni—I have received a letter to the offeet
that a cortain teacher has resigned a.d that
“ Miss So-and-so” has been appoi tod, and
then perhaps in a week or ten dags I get
another lotter telling me that the appoint-
ment has been cancelled and sone other
teacher is being sent. I do not k-ow whether
hon. members on ihe other side usce political
influence to prevert these ladies from being
taken away from their electorates—(‘aaghter)
—but, at any rate, what I say is quite true.
1 do not think there should be any deiay
between the resignation of one toacher and
{he appointment of another. I waut the
children to be taught.

Tt is quite true that I have a rural school
in my electorate—that at Home ilill—and
I rotice one sentence in the report in refer-
ence to it. 1 suppose the gentleman who
wrote this report had the tired feeling.
lie says—

“ At Home Hill the club work was
directed to home flower and vegctable
gardens, and special attention was given
fo experimental agriculture, beeleeping,
and milk testing.”

One sentence in a report in councction with
the rural school iu my electorate, which
gives very little information at ail! 1 want
another rural school in my electorate, that is
to +, a1 {’rosernine, which is a growing
district. 1 know the Minister is giving the
matter favourable consideration, but I want
to see it established. Of course I sh I be
told, just as others have been told when they
make application in January for new schools
or addit.ons to schools, that the regue-t will
be considered when funds are avalable. I
am one of those who believe that, if we
prate about our cdicational syste. as heing
this. that, or the other thing, if sulflicient
money is not available und:.r exi‘ting con-
ditions, then the monecy ought to be fou .d—
(ilear, hear!)—and we ought to be able to
devise some means by which it will be found,
because a nation w.ll be kuown noi by the
few scholars it turns cut fro.n a u-dversity—
they are all very well in their way—iut by
ihe culture of the common people—the great
mass of the people, who I hope will in the
future Jive in the country, just as taey have
had to live in the country in the peost. 1
hope they will not all drift to the cities.
As in the country in many cases the children
have to ride three and fcur m.les to school,
T hope the best tzachers will be prov.ded.
1f there arc any unclassified teachers, as they
are called, by all means keep them in Dris-
bane and sce that they get properly clasified.
Here they have the advantiges of training
schools and colleges—but at any rate give us
in the country districts the best teachers there
are.

Mr. MAXWELL (ZToowong): The hon.
member for Nundah raised a question in
connection with the treatment meted out to
teactiers who had reached the age limit.
T want to quote from ¢ Hansard” of 1921,
page 1575, to show that the Attorney-General,
discussing a question raised by the hon.
member for Windsor, then leader of the
Opposition, said—

< In view of the opinions expressed by
hon. gentlemen on the question, he would
examine the cireular and go into the
matter. He had never scen or heard of
the cireular previously, but he would
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now go into the matter and sce what
was behind it. He wanted to do justice
to everybody.”

It is now 1924, and I have not heard of
one instance where justice has been meted
out., Certain teachers came into this scheme
under certain conditions that were laid down.
I have here a document from Mr. Rendle,
the manager of the Public Service Super-
annuation Fund. In this document certain
questions are asked, and certain answers are
giver. The first question is—

““ What benefits can I obtain, and what

shall I have 10 pay for them?”
The answer is a table, and I would ask per-
mission to have it inserted in * Hansard.”

The CHAIRMAN : I am very sorry indeed
that T am forced to apply this limitation to
a member of the Opposition. T hope that
my action will not be misunderstood, and
that it will not be considered that I am
acting in a partial manner. I have con-
sidered the question, and have come to the
conclusion that the insertion of tables in
“ Hansard ’ that are not rcad to the Cham-
ber is very much out of order. In that
way an hon. member can get material into
‘ Hansard ’ that he otherwise could not get
in during the ordinary time allotted by the
Standing Orders. That enables an hon.
member to obtain an unfair advantage over
other hon. members, and I hope that in the
future hon. members will not ask to be
granted that privilege. I ask the hon.
member for Toowong not to press his
request. IIe has the right to read the table.

HoxouraBLE MuwBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not intend to read
the table, as it will take a considerable
time and I would not then have time to
say what I desire on this vote; still, I realise
the importance of it. I appreciate the man-
ner in which you, Mr. Pollock, have ex-
plained the position to me, but at the same
time I regret that I am the unfortunate indi-
vidual who has been sacrificed. TLet me
continue the questions and answers, The
next guestions and answers are—

“ Question—What is tho difference
between the two sets of tables? If you
contribute under tables A, C, E, or G.
your contributions will cease, and you
will retire on the annuity at age sixty-
five; you will then cease to have any
right to any incapacity allowance you
may have contributed for, but the sum
you may have assured for will be payable
at death, or you may then exchange the

assurance for an additional annuity
according to its value.
“ Answer—If you contribute under

tables B, D, F, or H, you will acquire
a right to remain in the service until age
seveaty, . . 7
That is the point I want to emphasise.

“ . ... and your contributions will con-
tinue until that age, when your rights
to incapacity allowance, if you have con-
tributed for that benefit, will cease. and
your annuity will commence; and if you
have contributed for assurance, the sum
assured for will be payable at death,
and you may on retirement exchange it
for an additional annuity according to
its value.

“ Cuestion—If T die or resign before
reaching the anpuity age, do I lose all
I have paid in on that account?
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¢ Answer—No ! All your payments on
account of annuity (see tables G and H)
will be refunded, but without interest.

“ Question—Can I contribute for more
than one unit of benefit?

“ Answer—Yes! You can contribute
for either one, one and a-half, two, two
and a-half, three, three and a-half, or
four times the amounts of assurance or
annuity, and for either one, one and
a-half, or two units of incapacity allow-
ance.”

I want to point out the injustice that has
been done to a section of teachers who
embraced the scheme under certain condi-
tions. I would like to know from the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction if the Attorney-
General has made the necessary inquiries
that he promised in 1921. The Attorney-
General said that he had no desire to do
anyone an injustice, and to be quite fair to
that hon. gentleman, I do not think he had
any desire to do any injustice; neverthe-
less, nothing has been done to remove the
injustice up to the present time. It is bad
enough for a man to be practically told
when he has attained the age of sixty years
that he must get out and die, as he is no
longer of any use on the surface of this
earth. but the position is worse when a
person has subscribed to a certain scheme
under certain conditions. For the teachers
to be treated in the way they have been
treated is repudiation in its worst form.

We have had a discussion in connection
with the giving of prizes in State schools.
I want to be perfectly fair about this ques-
tion, and to give credit to those who have
worked in the service and who are viewing
the question from that viewpoint; but I
also want the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton to alzo give hon. members on this side
of the Chamber the same privileges as he
claims himself.

Mr. Farrerr: I have never suggested any-
thing else.

Mr. MAXWELL: Only in so far as the
hon. member for Nundah is concerned.

Myr. FARRILL: He became nasty and he gou
it back.

Mr. MAXWELL: I understand that the
hon. member for Nundah had a brilliant
record at the Brisbane Grammar Scheol. and
thoroughly understands what he is talking
about.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Very seldom.

Mr. MAXWELL : He is not exactly 2 Mas-
ter of Arts, but I am sure the hon. gentleman
would not suggest that th» man who achieved
educational success and became a Master of
Arts, a Bachclor of Arts, or an LIL.D. was a
person who did not know what he was talking
about. All honour to those men who have
devoted a great amonnt of time to study and
have achieved such distinetion. I fir:l on page
27 of the report of the Sceretary for Tublic
Inctruction the following paragranh dealing
with changes in the administrutive and the
inspectorial staff:—

“ The speeial work of inspreting gram-
mar schools and State secondary (high)
schools was deputed to——"’

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order! T have
alreadv allowed hon. members a very wide
latitude on the main vote, and I hope that

Mr. Mazwell.]
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the hon. member, like other hon. members,
will in his remarks adhere closely to this
vote.

Mr. MAXWELL: I intend to do that.
Encouragement should be given to the men
teaching in the State schcols who, through
their ability and hard work, have attained
such high degrees as B.A. and M.A. by
translating them, as opportunity offers, to the
highest spheres of activity in the scrviee.
No one would object to that.

In connection with the question of prize-
giving, for a number of years I was associated
with a Statec school as secrctary, treasurver,
and a member of the school committec. I
now lecok back with a great amount of plea-
sure on the years of work which I put in
with a very dear old friend who has ¢ gone
west,” and was laid to rest this morning.
I refer to the late Major Denis Tracey Lyous.
I had the pleasure of being associated with
the late Major Lyons at Cl ayﬁcld My asso-
ciation with the committee of that school and
with that good man taught me a great deal.
Among other things it taught me to appre-
ciat® the troubles teachers have with their
teaching. At the samc time I fail to se»
any harm in the school committees encourag-
ing the scholars by offering prizes. If we
analyse any sphere of activity to-day, there
are always opportunities and prizes at the
end of it all. Take the department itwelf.
Let us take those msn who by perseverance,
industry. and ability have attained the high-
est rank that it is possible to attain in the
department. The blue ribbons of the depart-
ment are the prizes.

Mr. FARRELL : That is not a prize.

My. MAXWELL: It is a prize that the
hon. member would like to have, and I admire
him in heing ambitious enough to try and
secure it. 1 congratulate any man 1n the
department who can do that. Those arc some
of the prizes that the officers of the depart-
ment get for industry.

Mr. Farrern: That is the sort of prize
we want the kiddies to get.

Mr. MAXWELL: It has bern stated that
we should not give prizes to the children.
We must remember that the brain of the
child is not as recentive as that of a grown-up,
and it is only right to give the chitd encou.
ragement and so assist to advance him a few
steps further.

Hon. M. J. Xmrwan: If you had cver
taught a class of adults or children, you would
not say that.

Mr. MAXWELL: I would not like to teach
a class of people like the hon. gentleman.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Take a class of your
own side, and try to teach them.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is very difficult for a
teacher to impress the mind of the child, and
there ar~ times when prizes ar~ offerrd to
the children for doing certain things and to
encourage them in doing them. If a school
committee or those associated with a school
consider that it is desirable in the best
interests of the children to give prizes, I
fail to see why the Teachers’ Union should
step in and say that it is wrorg. It might
be wise for the Teachers’ UInion to recom-
mend the matter for considera‘ion by the
department. which is, I take it. one of its
functions, but no union has a right to dictate
to a department and say that it shall do
certfxm things. T understdnd from the speech
of the hon. member for Rockhampton that
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the Teachers’ Union said that certain things
had to be done. Then we have -he infor-
mation conveyed to us by the leader of the
Opposition, who was most emphatic in his
statements, notwithetanding the remarks of
the Secre ary for Public Instruction and the
hon. member for Rockhampton.

The hon. member for Rockhampton men-
tioned something in connection with the con-
duct of a schoel teacher and condemned the
whole system of school exhibits because that
teacher wrote out a copy book and exhibited
it as the work of a student. I am quite with
the leader of the Opposition. That was dis-
closed at a conference of school teachers,
but, irrespective of wher: it was disclosed,
it was wrong for a teacher to do such a
thing. " Perqonally, I have a hich~r opinion
cf the tcachers of Queensland than to think
that many would do such things as that.
Again, the hon. merber for Rockhampton
condemns prize-giving because a doster’s child
got a general proficiency prize under certain
circumstances. I think that was a contempt-
ible thing. At the same time it is wfair to
condemn the svstem becausce of cne bad illus-
tration. The hon. member for Rockhampton
is entitled to his opinions, and I respect his
views: at the same time I ask him to wait a
little longer until he moves abont a little
mor> in new spheres of life, and until he
begins to rvb shoulders with pcoplo in other
snheres of life

Mr. FamrreiL: I would
from the hon. member.

Mr. MAXWIELL: The hon. member will
then find that his views will change con-
sid-rably. It is only necessary for me to
remind the hon. member that certain views
have been expressed by various people on
d'ffrrent orrasions, and o oth~r occasions
they have been changed. Even in polities it
is said that if a man does pot change his
mind he has no mind to change. T think it
a pItV that the hon. member for Rockhampton
chei'd for— bhis onirons an jut two illus-
trations. That is inadvisable. and will recoil
upon himself. The hon. member should not
condemn a system which has been very bene-
ficial to our children for many years, merely
because of these two cases.

Mr. FARRELL : Mv epinions are the result of
fourteen years’ actuval experionce.

Mr. MAXWELL: There are others who
have had a lifetime of exverience and who
certainly do not agres with the hon. member.
At the same time the hon. member is entitled
to hold h's oninion: but when the hon. mem-
bher moves about a little more and gets a fow
rore vears of wisdom upon him he may alter
his oninion.

[2.30 p.m.]

There is a matter which I desire to bring
under the notice of the Minister. It was
brought to my mind by the specch of the
Fon. member for Barcoo dealing with experi-
mental plots. If enccuragement were given
to the scholars of the various schools for
beautification of the school grounds and
bhuildings somewhat on similar lines to what
has been done by the Commissioner for
Railways at railway stations, it would incul-
cate a spirit of healthy rivalry amongst the
children that would be very beneficial, as it
would lead to the beautification not only of the
school grounds. but also to the beau ification
of their own homes. I have a recollection
that some years ago the Department of Agri-
culture—I “discussed this matter with the

not learn much



Supply.

Secretary for Agriculture, who very kindly
promised to go into it—set aside certain
plots in our Botanic gardens for the school
children in the metropolitan arca. I do not
wish to be parochial and say that this should
apply only to the metropolitan area. Tt
should apply to all parts of the State where
there are public gardens. I think it was
durirg the time Sir Alfred Cowley was
Seerctary for Public Lands and Agriculture
that these plots. were set apart for the

children, and good work was done in that
conncetion. I throw out the hint to the
Minister, and hope that some good will

result from it.

My. FaBRrrrL: Do you suggest that the
children shonld be given prizes for looking
after these plots?

Mr. MAXWELL: I suggest that certain
plots sheuld be allocated to the children and
prizes be given at the end of the term. I
have secn feelings of disappointment on the
part of some Chl]dlel’l and T can quite under-
stand the point raised by the hon. member.
But even in our businesses we meet with
disapnoirtmuents. In business it is not all
prizes. There are blanks, just the same as
there are prizes. I have an illustration
running throurrh my mind of where a little
child was bexw on getting a certain prize
and was disappointed. If there is one thing
more than ancther that breaks our hearts,
it is to sce a. disappointed child. At the
same time it is necessary that encourage-
ment be ziven to the children to enable them
to obtain somethirg. Tt is not that the
prize is worth qnythm ; it is the honour of
having won it

The SECRETARY TOR DPuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What about a scholarship?

Mr. MAXWTELL: That is a prize.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That 1s the Government’s prize.

Mr. MAXWELL: I remcember competing
in the first spelling bee that was held in
Brishane. T was only a kiddy at the time, and
I do rot know whether it was my good luck
or what it was, but I won that sDeUln(f bee.
The prize was an atlas that cost 9d. 1 valued
that atlas very much because it was some-
thing that I had won.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
How did you win it?

Mr. MAXWILL: I won it as I always
win things—honourably and fairly.

fr. WEIR: Like you won the war?

Mr. MAXWELL: No, I left that to the
hon. member. I would like to ask the hon.
member for Rockhampton—I believe he is
a sport—if in his football days he was not
desirous of winning a trophy or winning a
position in his team to represent his State?

Mr. FARRELL:
at all

Mr. MAXWELL: There is_an analogy,
because in the fie'd of gport and in the_ busi-
ness fie'd you still go on improving. I can
quite understand the attitude tnken up by
hon. members onnosite against the spirit of
competition. The hon. “member does not
mind prizes being given for sport, but he
considers that it is a wrong thing for prizes
to be given to the children in our schools,
although the parents of the children are
quite prepared to pay for them.

There is no analogy there
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In my electorate we have got some wonder-
fully good school committees and works com-
mittees, and the parents take a very great
amount of interest in their children and
work very hard for the advancement of the
schools. I would ask the Minister if he will
take a drive out with me some day to some
of the schcols there, and see the opportuni-
ties which are given in those State schools to
encourage the children to cultivate garden
plets. T refer - o the Taringa and Toowong
schools particularly, where The grounds are
worse than a road.

Mr. FARRELL: Ascot is a fine school in that
regard.

Mr. MAXWELL: Yes. When you get the
parents interested in prize-giving you are
creating a big interest in the schools. The
parents have done some wonderfully good
vwork for the schools I have been associated
with, and they are doing it to-day. One
teacher with whom I discussed the question
of prize-giving said, “ We_are going to have
a sports meetmg for the children, and prizes
will be given.”” I fail to see the difference
between giving prizes to children for run-
ning, skipping, and jumping hurdles, and
the giving of puzes for mental qualiiicatioss.
I can quite understand what the hon, mem-
ber for Rockhampton. who has had experi-
cuce, says in connection with some children
who pass examinations not fulfilling expec-
tations in after life. While we have scen
some instances of that kind, such cases
certainly do not predominate. It is wrong
to disappoint a child by abolishing straight-
away the system of prize-giving which we
Lave carried out for a number of years. By
helping the children in every way we can
to take imore interest in their lessons, we
are helping to make them good citizens of
ihe State.

Mr. LLOYD (Helvin Grove): It has been
repeated so often in this Chamber that it
has become almost a platitude that the
Queensland educa ion system is second to
wene, I do not aispute it, but I so netimes
wonder what data those who say that have
for making such a sweeping statement. I
take an interest in education as a cit'zen
quite apart from the professional interest
of a teacher, and I have the good fortune
to be associated with other people who do,
but I have never known anyone who has
sufficient knowledge of educational systems
throughout the world to make such a state-
ment with absolute certainty. At the same
time, I believe that our cducation system
is so good that we have no need to be
ashamed of it, but its efficiency is due very

largely to causes which may not always
operate. In the ecarly days we gained some-
thing from having a highly centralised

system. T am not a great believer in over-
centralisation, but there is no doubt that
where centralised management receives

plenty of attention from the public, it is
the best kind of managem-nt. 'Then, again,
in days gone by, thele were very few cpen-
ings for brainy young people in_Queensland.
Most of these people were recruited into the
teaching profession from the upper classes in
the State schools, and consequently we get
from those who are trained under the pupil-

teacher system a very high standard of
efficiency.
Then, again, we were prevented from

deing very much in the way of university
education, and attention was focussed on

Mr. Lloyd.)
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elementary education. I am not quite sure
that we are not slipping a little in our
present system—or, rather, that we have not
slipped already. During the time the pre-
sent Government have been in power we have
added a great many responsibilities to those
previously resting on the elector, and if we
are to prepare the citizens of the future for
those added rvesponsibilities, we shall have
to try to do something towards that end
in the elementary schools. I do not pro-
pose that we should thrust on to young
people something which is only suitable for
adults. I do not propose—in fact, I should
strongly oppose—the introduction into our
schoels of anything in the way of pclitierl
or economic dogma, but I think we should
teach the pupiis enough of what is going on
in the outside world to preparc them for the
protlems they will have to solve when they
grow up—that they should be taught at cvery
stage that each citizen has an equal respou-
¢ibility with all other citizens for the welfare
of the community. I am afraid that the
tendency at the present time is to inculeate
an easy optimism. Children are imbued
with the idea that they belong to a great
Ewpire and a great Commonwealth, and that
these institutions will keep on going all
right because, it is claimed, they have so far
gone all right. For one thing; I think we
chould eulighten our pupils a little as to the
great paradox of modern civilisation—the
unenrployed question. We should point out
to the child that at present all over the
wor.d large numbers of persons are willing
to work but cannot get work, and that the
veazon for it anpears to be that for four
years the world’s property was being
destroyved at an unprecedented rate,

Mr. Morean: Was there not unemploy-
ment before the war?

Mr. LLOYD: That is an anomaly that we
arc unable to explain, and I think we should
put it before the rising gencration, and let
them have an opportunity of thinking it out
as they grow up. We should tell them of the
problems which moedern civilisation has to
solve, without attempiing to prejudice the
child one way or the other in the direction
of a solution.

Then I think we should go in for the
teaching of a different history in clementary
schools. Complaint has been made heve that
Australian history is not taught. That is
not right. Australian history—such as it is—
has been taught to my personal knowledge
for the last thirty-five years, and as a rule
it is the only history a child remembers; but,
unfortunately, there is not enough Australian
history, and thers will not he enough for
many centuries to come to make it valuable
in the secnse of a science of development.
Neither is it right that we should cramp the
child by keeping him to the history of the
British FEmpire alone or of the British
Istands alone. We need to give him the out-
lines of world history. We need to cut out
a great deal of unimportant detail, and put
in its place something of the important
general aspects of human development.

Then, again, considering that so much
deperds on science. I think we ought to give
the child in the elementary school an intro-
duction to the facis of science.

That teaching should be on a formulated
and uniform plan. I am aware that most
teaching of science as science is an expensive
matter, and we may not be able to afford
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it; but there are plenty of litile books giving
an outline of the main fact+ of science which
ave perfectly intervesting to children, and
which are more interesting than a good deal
of reading matter that is put before them at
the present time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would
remind the hon. gentleman that I allowed
a wide discussion of that matter on the vote
for the ‘“ Chief Office.”” 1 ask hon. members
ot to cover the ground again on another
vote.

Mr. LLOYD: Mr. Pollock, I ask you to
take into consideration the fact that on that
previous vote I kept entirely to the question
of the Minister’s administration and did
not touch on this matter. 1 am now speak-
ing entirely on the question of elementary
education. The sixth class has almost, if
not entirely, vanished. That is a great
fault. In days gone by, at least half of
the children who went through school went
to the sixth class, and, if they did not get
any formal sccondary education, they got
close to it. I trust that something will be
done to restore the sixth class, especially in
view of the fact that very few children ever
receive secondary education, and unless we
can give education much more liberal treat-
ment than we do at the present iime, they
will not be able to get it. On the question
of school libraries, I would suggest that small
collections of books be furnished to every
school sufficient to give some weaning to the
extracts from the standard authors included
in the reading books. At the present time we
get selected passages and clippirgs from
Dickens and other standard authors, which do
not convey very much to the child unless the
context is there, and T think that the com-
plete works from which these extracts are
taken should be accessible to all the
children,

The question of correspondence schools has
been discussed. That system will play a
very uscful part, but tco much cannot be
expected from it. It is quite possible for the
children of two separate families living, say,
on a lighthouse, to benefit to a different dogree
from such a system. If the parents in one
case have some education themselves. then
correspondence tuition will do a great deal
of good; but, if the other parents have not
that education or intercst in their children,

the correspondence system of tuition for
young children who are wunable to read
properly can be of no value whatever. The

only remedy for children in isolated places
is one which is not likely to be popular, but
it is the only practical one, and that is
something in the way of establishing board-
ing schools so that children in outside places
can come in for a few years and get a rcally
sound education. After the foundation is
laid, a good deal can be donec in the way
of correspondence tuition.

The question of school committees has
cropped up. I hope that school committees
will continue to exist. As a teacher, I found
them very helpful, and as a member of
Parliament, I find them very helpful. Their
greatest merit is that they enable the propls
to take more interest in school matters than
thev otherwise would, although, unfortun-
ately, the interest is not what it might be.

The question of prize-giving has been so
much discussed that I do not propose to go
further into that. T would remind those
hon. members who have taken exception to
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the attitude of the Teachers’ Union that it
is a matter on which the department has
never stepped in and never adjudicated on.
In such a case a professional union has a
perfect right to legislate for itself in these
matters. 1 am not sure that the Teachers’
Union want to fall foul of the wishes of
parents, and I suggest to those hon. members
who are so kcenly interested in this ques-
tion that they, through the School Com-
mittees” Assoclation, get into touch with the
Teachers’ Urion and talk it out with them.

Mr, MaxwerL: Why not talk it over with
the departmert?

Mr. LLOYD:
departme..t, because the action has
taken by the Teachers’ Union.

Mr. MaxwegLL: Is it not a matter for the
department?

Mr. LLOYD: I have no means of knowing
what the a titude of the Teachers’ Union
would be, but unless they have changed very
much in late years, they are likely to be a
reasonable body of men. They would either
come to some understanding with the school
committees, or they would be able to con-
vince them that prize-giving is no* in the
best intercsts of the education of our boys
and girls.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Buy): The vote this
year has been increased. I am not surprised
at that fact, because many hon. members
have from time to time called on the depart-
ment and made certain demands which were
necessary for many parts of Queensland
which are being settled at the present time.
Hon. members hope that from time to time
as they present their cases to the department
they will receive the consideration they
deserve. :

A great deal has been said about prize-
giving. I have been asked on many occa-
sions to attend schools in my electorate and
distribute the prizes, but I have noticed
recently tha: the distribution of prizes has
been abolished because they are called gifts.
In the country schools, most of the children
used to get prizes, but now they get gifts.
In my opinion, the best prize a child can
receive is to take every advantage of the
educational facilities while they are at
school. There is not the slightest doubt that,
if facilities are given in the countrv for the
educaticrn of the children, it would be the
best prize they could receive, and the one
which they will be able to carry right
gllrough life which would be of benefit to

em.

Mr. FarrnLL: Hear, hear!

Mr. CLAYTON: I dealt with the delay
that takes place in the erection of schools
when ‘he vote for the *° Chief Office” was
under discussion, but I am in perfect accord
with the remarks in that respect of the hon.
member for Bowen. That hon. member said
he had a heap of correspondence about six
inches hich dealing with the application for
one school. My correspondence has not
reached that height in respect of any par-
ticular school. al houch it has reached about
half wav. T trust that. after approval has
been given by the denartment for the estab-
lishment of a new school. the Department of
Public Werks will expedite its erection,

I am not suggesting the
been

The vote for agricul‘ural education is a
verv imnortant one to country districts. I
would Tike to see every encouragement given
to teachers to take advantage of classes of
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instruction in cream and milk testing, or any
other such classes which would be of benefit
to the children in the country. The teachers
in. the country should take advantage of the
technical colleges to study those questions,
so as to be able to impart ‘hat knowledge to
the children. 1 was present at the Raby
school, in the Bauple district, the other day,
where the tecacher has a certificate for cream
and milk testing. He has a class in that
subject, and the children take great interest
in 1, and he is doing an cnormous amount
of good by imparting his knowiedge to the
children. It is education of that nature -hat
the parents in the country districts desire
their ‘children to have.

The Instructor of Agriculture is doing a
great deal of good, and so are many of the
reachers and scheol committees in different
parts of Qurensland. I can refer to a school
m my electorate—the Goomari School—where
the committee and teacher have beon instru-
mental in getting together a3 sum of no less
than £300 with which to beautify theiv
grounds. They have also gone in for a smali
patch of cultivation, and they grow fruit
trees, vegetables, etc. They have erscted a
windmill and have a perfeet water supply.
They also have a small patch of cotton. The
children take a very keen interest in the
work. We should congratulate that committes
on the keen interest they are taiking in the
welfare of the school children.

Some time ago we applied to have a rural
school established in that centre. Murgon
happened to be more successful, as the de-
partment looked upon Murgon as being more
central for the establishmont of such a school.
T would like to see the Secrectary for Public
Instruction carry out the promisc that the
ex-Minister, Mr. ITuxham, gave me—that he
would allow teachers to be sent from the
rural school in Murgon to Goomeri. Those
teachers could go down to Goomerl and in-
struet the children and hold classes such as
arc held where the rural school is established.

Again, a rural school is to bo established
at Imbil, in the electorate of the hon. member
for Cooroora. We are waiting for the Depart-
ment of Public Works to construct the school
so that classes may be held underneath the
building. I hope the Seccretary for Public
Instruction will see that no unnccessary delay
ccceurs with this work, so that these classes
may be started almost immediatelv. T also
ask that the Minister will do whatever is
possible and will use his influence with the
Railway Department so that a d cent train
service is put on the Mary Valley line to
enable the children to go to the school in
the morning and return to their homes in the
cvening. I have been on the job for some
time, 1n conjunction with the influential
peonle of Imbil, and the matter is now before
the Commigssioner for Railwars, who promises
that it will receive consideration, and I
trust the Department of Public Instruction
will assist me in that direction.

T censider that school committees are essen-
tial. I krow that, when I hapwnen to go to
a place where a school is needed, the matt r
is first brought up by a school committee,
and affer some months we generally get
something done in connection with th- cstab-
lishment of that school. The school com-
mittees assist very materially, esnecially irn
the countrv. I do not thirk T have had a
school granted in my electorate whera the
school committee have not undertsken ta
clear the land, provide stumps, and also do

Mr. (Vcyton.]
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the fencing if the department supplies wire.
They not ounly assist very materially to make
the vote go as far as possible, but after the
school is erected they look aft:r the affairs
of that school, and on many occasions are
of great assistance to the teacher.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): While on the
matter of school committecs I ask the new
Secretary for Public Instruction if he will
reconsider the position—rather an absurd dne
~—which was taken by the ex-Minister, Mr.
Huxham, when he refused to gazctte the
Sandgate school committee. The reason was
because there was a bit of a clash between
the Minister and the chairman of the com-
mittee. A bit of a duel ocecurred, and the
Minister refused to gazette the committee. I
hope the present Minister will reconsider the
matter, and have the commiiter gazetted.
Thex are a good body of men, and have done
gond work fox the school. I do mnot think
it will be to the detriment of the department
if they are gazetted, though it will be quite
the contrary if the hon. gentleman gazettes
the committee that was clected by the parents
of school children on that occasion. It was
merely through a brush with the chairman
that the ex-Minister refused to gazette the
committen.

Mr. WINSTANLEY :
[3 p.m.]

Mr. SIZER: No. They were supposed to
have offended the Minister in some way or
other.

Mr. FarreLL: There was no
about it; they did offend him.

Mr. SIZER: That is a matter of opinion.
I say they did not. I ask the Mirister now
if he will go info that matter and re-gazette
the commitiee, which will be in the best
interests of that big school.

Mr. BELL (Fassifern): 1 notice from the
Estimates that the vote for  Agricultural
Fiducation, Rural and Voecational Schools”
has been veduced by £4,500. I am rather
sarprised to see that economy is being
effected in this direction, hecause, on turn-
nﬁg up the report of the depaltment I notice
this—

“During 19235 there were in operation
rural schools at Nambour, Boonah, Mar-
burg, Gracemere, and Home Hill, and
preliminary arrangements have been
made for opening, during 1924, additional
rural schools at Gordonvale, Muagon,
Clifton, and Gayndah. The success of
these schools has been so marked and
the character of the work so highly
appreciated by parents and pupils that
numerous applications have been received
from other agricultural distvicts for the
establishment of similar schools.”

They refused to act.

“ supposed”

The rural schools are doing very excellent
work in the country districts of Queensland,
and T would like to see that system of
education extended, because it has the effect
of increasing and maintaining the interest
of ccuntry boys and girls in the occuputions
in which their parents are engaged. At the
present time the tendency is for the bright
scholars in the country districts to gravitate
to the cities, whers they think they will be
more highly paid for their services, and
where they will have more congenial occupa-
tions. The rural schools are doing a very
great service. As the report says, theve are
five now in operation, four more projected,
and applications for rural schools from many
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other districts I would like to suggest to
the Minister that he appoint a director to be
placed in charge of these ruval schools. In
the district of Boonah we have a very excel-
lent rural school, which is doing splendid
work in that district. In other districts
where they have been started, the teachers
who have been appointed to these schools are
not quite sure as t~ the direction the educa-
tion should take or what lines it should
follow, and it is high time that the depart-
ment considered the appointment of a diree-
tor to take charge of rural schools alone.
\ufh a man, if appomted would be of great

assistance to the department in the running
(f these schools, and he would be of great
assistance to the people in tha country
districts.

. Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango): One cannot
help but be struck by the fact that the
Government have made a special effort to
extend education to the country districts of
Queensland, but, as the hon. member for
Bowen pointed out, their efforts in many
cases have been too late for the scttlers.
What I mean is that very often educational
facilities are not provided for the settlers
quickly enough to induce the seftlers to
remain in the district. I hope the new
Minister will take this matter up very
seriously, hecause it isx a sericus question.
If the secttlors in a district have been cgitat-
ing for a school for some length of time and
{hen find that all sorts of difficulties nre put
in the way—first in the matter of obtaiming
a school, and then in obtaining a teacher or
the transfer of ancther teacher if one teacher
19s1gna—they immecdiately come to the con-
clusion that it is necessary to get their
children into unother centre where they will
have an opportunity of obtaining a better
education. By doing that we are creating
a pesition which tends not conly to restriet
the facilities which are necessary in the way
of education for the children, but also te put
the school into such a position—and that has
happened in my own district—that there is
not a sufficient attendance to keep the school
open. It is very often the fault of the
Department of PPublic Instruction, and more
particularly the Department of Public Works,
i1 not coming to the rescue quickly and
sceing that the necessary accommodation is
given to these particular schools.

I want to say a few words in connection
with rural education in countrv districts. I
am rather surprised to find that this vote
has been cut down. Strange to say, when
we had the Agricultural Hstimates before us
we found that the amount was cut down.
We now find that the vote for Agnculturﬂ
FEducation, Rural and Vocational Schcols”
is cut down from £11,000 to £6.500.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That was only an estimate. It was not all
spent.

Mr. EDWARDS: If it was not spent, it
should have been spent. There is any amiount
of room for expansion in country districts.
In my district we nave been agitating for a
rural school for a long time, but the matter
Lias been continually hung up, although it
has been determined where the school shall
be built. If the money is avaiiable, the
department are rot doing their duty to the
country districts in not building these rural
schools quickly. Ii has been pointad out
over and over again that we must apply
scientific training in connection with agricul-
ture and train the children on those lines in
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order to give them the best education possible
in agriculture. We must see that their minds
are developed along scientific lines, so that
Letter conditions can be brought about in
eountry disiricts.

There is also the matter of the building of
teachers’ residences. 1 may be asking rather
a big thing when I ask the Minister_to build
{eachers’ residences in country distriets, but,
if it is right to build residences for teachers
in large centres of population, it is also
right to build them in the country. In con-
nection with old settled districts which have
every possibility of expansion and are not
likely to go back, and there is a good case
put up by the people in those districts, the
department should make every cffort to give
the married teachers there the same facilities
as are given to teachers in the citics and
large towns. The country people require,
and are entitled to, just as good teachers as
the people in the cities. It is not right to
ask a teacher to go out to a country district
if he cannot get a suitable residence. I know
teachers in country distriets who have to
1ide many miles to school every morning. I
would ask the Minister to give this matter
every consideration. There is a school at
Wheatlands in my district, with an attendance
of seventy children, where they have been
esking for a teacher’s residence for many
vears, but have not got any further in regard
to the matter.

There is another matter which, in my
opinion, deserves very careful consideration
from the department. I refer to the class
of teacher sent out into the country districts.
We know that in many districts teachers
have to work under very difficult circum-
stances. In many instances in the early
stages the people have not the accommo-
dation to give the teacher which is due to
him, but many teachers who are sent out
into the country have had no country experi-
ence whatever. There is no doubt that this
raises a very difficult question, but it is a
matter which the department should take
up with a view to doing all they possibly can
in supplying the right class of teacher in
out-back places.

In conclusion, I want to say that I hLope
the Minister will give some attention to the
matter of seeing that schools are built in
country districts wherever there is sufficient
setflement to justify them. As I have
pointed out, the danger of leaving the ques-
tion is that the population will only remain
in the country if there are educational
facilities.  Otherwise, if the people are
interested in their children, they will move
away, and therefore the lack of school facili-
ties not only does a district a great deal of
harm but also creates what every hon. mem-
ber in this Chamber is trying to avoid, that
is, a drift of the people of the ccuntry into
the large centres and towns. It is only by
giving facilities for education and in other
ways that the people in the country will Le
induced to stay there and educate their
children there.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon F. T. Brennan,
Toowoomba): This vote has led to a good
deal of discussion. It shows a considerable
increase this year. As hon. members are
aware, our population is increasing, and the
Estimates therefore have been framed more
liberally this year than last year. It is
also known to hon. members that loan money
is difficult to obtain, consequently we cannot
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do all that we would like in the building of
schools. Personally, I believe that £1.000 020
should be raised to put all our schools on a
proper feoting. That amount could well be
spent bv the Department of Public Works
and the Department of Public Instruction in
putting them in a condition satisfactory to
all concerned. I believe it would well
rcpay us.

There has been a good deal of comment
upon the reduction of the item for ‘‘Agri-
cultural Education, Rural and Vocational
Scheols,” from £11,000 to £6,500. That is
explained by the fact that this is a com-
paratively new vote. ILast year we spent
£2,093 on rural schools, the reason being
that, although a number of schools are estab-
livhed, the extension of the system cntails
a good deal of investigation and work. We
have to select the localities, erect the
schools, and make other arrangements, and
this year we expect to spend £6,500. That
will be a considerable increase this year.
The hon. member for Aubigny directed atten-
tion to several matters in regard to rural
education, and mentioned such centres as
Pittsworth, Kingsthorpe, and Laidley, and
said that more attention seemed to be given
to the city than to the country, The Sccre-
tary for Public Works recently pointed out
that last year in Brisbane we spent £9,033
on State schools, whereas £105,784 was spent
i the country. Three new schools were
crected in the metropolitan area last year
as compared with twenty-five in the country,
so that hon. members will see that the
country is not being neglected.

Mr. MORGAN: That includes the South
Brisbane High School.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Those ‘were the amounts
spent last year on mnew State schools.

Reference has been made by the hon.
member for Logan te the number of
teachers leaving the department. Very few .

female teachers in the country leave the
department to seek new positions. The only
occasion on which they resign is to get mar-
ried. They are quite satisfied with the
service. So many matters have been raised
on this question that I have not been able
to deal with them all, but I will answer them
all if the questions are asked later on.

The question of competition for school
prizes has been dealt with very effectively by
the hon. member for Rockhampton, who is
an cxperienced school teacher, e entered
public life some eight#en months ago, and he
has given a fair exposition of his idea of
prizes. The State—not the Labour party—
gives certain prizes in the form of scholar-
ships and bursaries to students enabling
them to get free education. These are the
prizes offered by the Government, and if the
school committees wish to spend 10s. here
and give an atlas there, that is a matter for
those committees. The department should
not be called upon to interfere in those
matters; that is outside of the department.
The Teachers’ Union says that that is a
matter outside of the department, and that
the conly duty of their members is to see
that the children are so educated as to pass
the examinations and ob*ain the State prizes.
That is the teachers’ dutv. Anything that -
the. Teachers’ Union decides ocutside of the
department is a matter for the union. but
any matter affecting the policy ef the depart-
ment will be administered by the depart-

Hon. F. T. Brennan.]



1122 Supply.

ment. The department is not concerned with
something that happens outside of school
hours.

The same remark applies with regard to
cxhibition at shows. Personally, I would
not allow any school teacher to exhibit school
exercises in districts where three, four, and
five schools compete, because, as the hon.
member for Rockhampton pointed out, in
some cases the school exercises are writhen
by the parents of the children or their elder
brothers, and that is unfair and would create
dissatisfaction and anger, besides jealousies
betwcen teachers and adjoining schools.

Mr. Morgax: You cannot prevent the
individual children from competing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: No. The technical branch
of the department had one of the finest
exhibits at the last Brisbane show. That
work was shown to indicate what we wero
doing, but not to compete with any other
department.

Mr. FagrecL: That was a true reflex of
what was being done, but an exercise book
is not a true reflex of what is done.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member {or
Aubigny pointed ocut that at a certain dis-
trict show there were no exhibits from a
rural school. If the department decides to
piace an exhibit in a show, it is as a reflex
of what is being done. Since I came into
the departwent about eighty photographs
have been taken in connection with technical
education, such as wool-classing, ete., and 1
expect to exhibit them in a week or so. They
will be sent to the country as a reflex of ihe
vork dene by the technical colleges. That
is some hing that we consider should be
exhibited., It is no use saving that the
Teachers’ Union is dictating to the depart-
ment, because the department would net be
worthy of the name if the union was allowed
to do that. The union has a perfect right,
as a body, to say the teachers shall not do
anything outside their contract of teaching
in. carrving out their duties. It might be
aslked why the union exists. We give prefer-
ence to unionists, and the union should have
a say in the work of its members outside tho
aathority of the department.

If there are any other matters that I have
not dealt with, I shall be only too pleased to
reply to anv quéstions that may be asked at
a later stage. I have a complete answer to
all the matters that have been raised.

Question put and passed.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION.

The SWCRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon., F. 7©T Brennan,
Toowovomba): 1 beg to move—
“ That £75.662 be granted for ° Tech-
nical Eduecation.” ”’

This amount shows an increase of £3.817
over the appropriation granted last year.
The inereasc 18 due to increases in connection
with the Central Technical College and
country technical colleges.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): There
little matter I wich to bring under the
notice of the Minister, and I have bheen
aslked to do so by those who wish to take
advantage of the teaching of the subject.
There is a desire on the part of some to
learn motor mechanical work, At the pre-

[Hon. I'. T. Brennan.
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sent moment it is possible to receive instruc-

tions at the college in connection with
mnotor-cars.
Mr. GrEpsox: Not in meolor mechanical

work, but in motor operating.

Mr. MORGAN: Is it possible to get
instruction in the driving of motor-cars?

Mr. GreEpson: A class can be formed at
any college in any subject if the inducement
13 offering.

Mr. MORGAN: No training is given at
the technical colleges in the subject I desire.
The horse is gradually going out of use, and
people arc using motor-cars not on account
of any pleasure they derive from them but
Lecause: they are an absolute mnecessity.
Tustruction cannot be obtained on how to
drive a motor-car at the Central Technical
College, and instruction should also be given
on what to do with a motor-car up to a
certain standard should anything go wrong.
All that is required, is to give the instruction
in this direction that any ordinary motor-
car driver posgesses. 1 belicve that all the
opportunities cxist for such a class at the
C'entral Technical College, and it is possible
that some of the Government cars could be-
made available for the elass.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
If you get ten students, the college is pre-
pared to start a class and provide a teacher.

Mr. MORGAN: I am told that the boys
do not get an opportunity of learning how to
drive 8 car.

Mr. CGrepsox: They get an opportunity
of learning the whole operation of a car.

Ar MORGAN: This is a matter that is
well worth taking up. Many boys from
the country, when holidaying in Brisbane.
would be prepared to spend a portion of
their time at the college in learning to drive
and control nctor-cars. I know that it is
a matter that takes a great deal of time,
and it is therefore necessary that the oppor--
tunities for instruction should be available.
If the Minister consulted with the heads of
the Central Technical College, 1 am sure
they would be only too pleased to introduce
sonie class of this sort.

1 had the opportunity on several occasions
of going over the Central Technical College,
and I must congratulate those connected
with it on the very good work that is being
accomplished there. I am only sorry that
the children in the country have not the
opportunity of attending such an institution,
and sccuring the facilities of which the sons
and daughters of the wage-carners of the
¢ities and towns are the only ones who can
avail themsclves. I do not begrudge that
for one moment, as I think they are entitled

{c it. I believe the college is doing splendid
work., The staff and all concerned are doing
their level best, and the institution is a

credit to the State and to the Department
of Public Instruction.

I hope the Minister will put my suggestion
before the proper authorities with a view to
getting something done.

Mr, BULCOCK (Darcoo): I wish to pay
my little tribute to the work that is bcing
done by this branch of the Department of
Public Instruction. I realise that they arc
doing a valuable service so far as the
cducation of the children of the State is
cencerned. I lelieve they could still further
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extend their activities and do something still
better than they are now doing. If one
reviews what is being done so far as our
western centres are concernced, one finds
there is a domestic science car, which fills
necesiary part in the lives of the
young women and girls of the back country.
Then we have the manual training college,
which is inecffective in a way, although I do
not say that it should be done away with,
but the perpetual making of soap boxes and
so forth does not lead very {far.

It is obvious that one of the great prob-
lems confronting us is the drift from the
bush to the towns. If we analyse it, we find
that the lack of facilitics offercd in the west-
ern areas has a gcod deal to do with this.
Parents leave the West because they cannot
find proper facilities for the training of their
children there,

Wool is the most valuable asset that we
have in (%ueemjand In the western arcas
we are producing a type of wool second to
none in the world. That is proved conclu-
sively by the buyers from all parts of the
world who purchase our output. Although
wo are prepared to establish schools for the
training of our young folk in manual
scicnce, tinsmithing, carpentry, and so forth,
we ignore training in wool. It might be
argucd that the boys could go to the Central
Technical College and get their traiving, I
cannot follow the force of that argument for
two reasons. First and foremost, the wool
curriculum of the Central Techmcal College
is definitely overloaded. Therc is more bluff
and bull-dozing about wool- classing  than
there is about any cther profession. It is
not very difficult to learn wool-classing if
teachers teach the proper thing and do not
put the students through a lot of academical
trivialities that do not matter one way or
the other. Consequently, the wool activitics
here arc somewhat restricted and do not
reach the boys they should. I advocate the
establishment of a wool-classing school in
some western town. I have no jealousies.
The question might be decided in two ways.

1. We could cstablish a rural school where
boys might be taught wool-classing.

2. We could give the instruction through
itinerant teachers.

Personally, I think that better results
would be obtained by the employment of
itinerant wool-classing teachers who would
visit western schools and teach the boys
something about wool,

It has been very truly argued that the
small selector never manages to top the wool
market either in Brisbane or elsewhere, We
know that the big wool men bring expert
wool-classers from the Southern States to
go through their flocks and class the clip.
Consequently, the wool is put up in a more
efficient manner because of the system of
incessant culling that goes on. The small
selector is unable to do that, and has
frequently to rely on his more or less
imperfect knowledge of the wool industry
and wool market to bring his flocks to the
highest degree of p)oductnltv Naturally
he i is not succe-sful. It is ohvious, therefore,
if we take into consideration that the time
is not far distant in the sum total of things
when mest of the big holdings will be cut
up into small holdings, that we should
ensure that the men going on to those hold-
ings should have some knowledge of wool
and what should be done to secure the best
results.  'We have made no effort to train
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our young men in the west in the woollen
industry. What else is there that we can.
offer? We cannot offer mechanical aims,
we cannot offer ttammg in the trades which
pertain to the city. We desire that these
people should remain in the bush to popu-
late the bush, and do something really valu-
able so far as the State 1s concerned. Surely
it is the duty of the State, recognising the
recessity of keeping the rising generation
in the bush, to provide some facilities that
will enable them to remain there and earn
a more or less adequate livelihood.

[3.30 p.m.]

There are many appointments for
boys who had had som: training in wool
would be readily aceepted, and they would
not drift into the nomadic occupations they
are drifting into to-day. It may be argued
thut the ouLlay will be too great. It may be
argued that only a few bors would take any
int rest in a wool-classing scheme such as
have outlined: but if only half a dozen boys
each year took an interest in the scheme
and learned all that was possible within
the narrow range provided, somecthing
valuable would be achieved, and a very de-
sirable object would be served. It may be
argued that we cannot do this brcause we
would not have the boys at our disposal ior
a sufficiently long period. That is wrong.
We do not desire to teach these boys any-
thing about the grading of cros-bred wools.
We do not want to start with thirty-twe
counts and work up to the high-grade counts.
In a schome of this nature we would content

which

ourstlves with teaching the classing of the
types of wool that are ploducud in the

central-west and the north-west, or wherever
a local schome was put into opmatlon That
is all we would have to teach. We would
teach the pupils the classing of wools between
SAxty’s and seventy’s, inciuding  sixty-four-
seventy's.  That is not a very wide range.
That. range may be mastered by any intelli-
gent boy in a short space of time. It would
not be difficult to obtain an itinerant teacher
who would go from school to school conduct:
ing class2s at definite periods under definite
conditions and teach the boys something about
wool, and invite those bevond the school age

to come along and learn something about
wool, too. That would be far more valuable

than teaching the boys how to make soap-
boxes, as has been done in our scheols for
the last ten years, week in week out, and
vear In year out. In addition tn thcm con-
iderations, vital as they are, therc is still
another question in 1olat.0n to this that we
have fo discuss—that is, the great improve-
ment in the wool mdustly As T said before,
the selectors’ clips are usually iuferior to the
squatters’ clips.  If we train the boys, who
will ultimatelr become sclectors, then their
flocks will b cqual to the flocks of the more
prosperous and more progressive squatters
in the sheep-producing arcas of our State.
I hope the Minister will be prepared to give
this matter some censideration, because I
think it is a vital question, and advantage
could be taken of the experience of the
Department of Public Instruction in New
South Wales, where a scheme of this nature-
has been cstablished and has b-en successful,
and where there arc many wool classers who-
are prepared to impart a knowledge as to the
classing of wool. Tho opposition does not
come from the wool classers themselves. The-
opposition comes from those who desire to-
make this wool classing a close corporation,

Mr. Bulcock
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and would cxclude everybody but those who
hav: had the highest possible training—a
training they cannot possibly put into effect
when they go into the wool areas of the West.

Mr. HANSON (Buranda): I notice in the
report of the Supcrintendent of Technical
Instruction that he malkes some reference to
the training of apprentices, and I want to
«discuss this vote in so far as it relates to the
training of these boys. 1 would like, in the
first place, to congratulate the officers of the
Central Technical Uoliege on the way in which
they have assisted the various Apprenticeship
Comumittees at all times in the drawing up
of syllabuses and in all matters appeitaining
to the training of apprentices in the Tochnical
“College.  As one who has been connected with
the apprenticeship scheme since its inception,
and as one who has been closely associated
with the officers of the Central Technical
College, I say I do not think that their sei-
vices have been sufliciently appreciated. They
have boen ready to place their services at the
disposal of these committees at any time of
the day, and I might also say, at any time of
the night. Right from the Superintendent
down to the trade teachers their s.rvices have
at aill times been at the disposal of these
various committees. The training of appren-
tices in the metropolitan ar a s on ¢ v vy
sound footing. The apprenticeship schems
has been in operation sufficiently long to

permit of the vailous cOunmilioos Devonnug
thoroughly establishzd, and to have their
syllabuses properly framed and put into
operation. There are some trades. T adwmit,

in which the Apprenticeship Committee have
not yet established classes.

What I want to speak of at this juncture
is the matter of the extension of technical
training to the various country towns. Dur-
ing recent mon hs the apprenticeship system
has been extended to towns outside the
metropolitan area. On the South-Western
and North Coast railways, and right up
North the apprenticeship system has bsen
extended (o a large number of places. Unfor-
tunately, in many of these places the techni-
cal colleges are not in the developed state
which they have reached in the bigger centres,
and a good many of the trades which have
been. brought under the scheme of appren-
ticeship will not have the advantage of a
system of technical training, because the
classes are not established in those particular
colleges.

I want to draw the attention of the Min-
ister to what I think is the most important
town in Queensland—I suppose he calls it a
city—] am referring to Toowoomba, where
they have started a sewerage scheme, simul-
tancously with which they have started a
plumbm" class at the teshnical college, but
it is in a very crude s'ate. I understand
that a teacher has been appointed, but the
accommodation for the class is by no means
sufficient. I hope the Minister will early
talee steps to secure better accommaodation.
Not only will it be compuisory for the bovs
to attend that class, but a large number of
the journevmen plumbers in the town will
take advantage of the technical education
offering, so that they will be competent to
do the work which will have to be done
when the sewerage sys‘em is brought about
in Teowoomba.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Further accommodation will be required.

Myr. HANSON: VYes, I know what is

required.

"My. Bulcock.
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The other matter I wish to mention is the
payment of the fees of apprentices attending
technical colleges. 1 admit that the Govern-
ment have redueed the fees which were
tormerly payable by apprentices to half the
ordinary amount, but I want to remind the
Minister that the Labour platform stands
for the abolition of payment of fees for
apprentices at technical colleges. Whilst the
Labour platform stands for free technical
tuition, I think a good starting point would
be to abolish the fees which apprentices now
have to pay. I know that the question of
financial stringency will be raised. I have
here a table showing what the cost is under
present conditions and giving the number of
apprentices in attendance at technical col-
leges. I want to draw the aitention of the
Minister to a very important conference held
on 18th July last under the presidency of
the Public Service Commissioner. That con-
ference was thoroughly representative of
empleyers and employees in the various
skilled trades. During the course of the con-
ference a recommenda‘ion was unanimously
carried recommending the Minister to abolish
these fees. 1 sincerely hope that the Govern-
ment will take serious notice of and give
early cffect to this recommendation, which
comes from that conference with a unanimous
vote. These figures give the position up to
a fortnight ago—

No. of Apprentices.

Hlectrical trade ... bBb

Engineering trade 185
Building trade 282
Furniture trade 148
Printing trade .. 101
Leather trade ... 46
Shect-metal trade ... .. 26
Baking frade Lo 12
Coach and motor trade .. 17
Coopers’ trade 3
Dental mechanical trade ... 1
Boot trade ... ..o 14
Clothing trade . 2
V\Tdtchmakmg trade 2

894

Fees payable, 894 at £1 Ts. = £1,206 18s.

Hon. members will see from those figures
that, although 894 apprentices have been
placed in various trades, there are not
classes for all of them at the technical
colleges. As a matter of fact, last year 46
apprentices in the leather trade, 17 in the
ccach and motor trade. 3 in the coopering
trade, 1 in the dental mechanical trade, 14
in the boot trade, 2 in the clothing trade,
and 2 in the watchmaking trade were not
able to attend classes at all. Nevertheless,
we may sav that approximately 850 appren-
tices attended classes at an average cost of
£1 Ts.—or a total of £1.147 10s. per year.
That shows the importance of the point I
have raised. I would remind the Minister

_that the plank of the Labour platform to

which I refer has been in existence since
January. 1918, and I think the Government
should take this opportunity of rectifving
the position and removing the burden, small
as it may seem, from the shoulders of the
working man.

There is ancther aspect of the question.
Tt is laid down under the rcegulations dealing
with apprenticeship—and the practice will
be continued under the Apprenticeship Act
—that all apprentices are compelled to
sttend technieal classes, The apprentices
have to pay their fees in advance, and the
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officials at the Technical College often have
a great difficulty in collecting them as
most apprentices are the sous of working
men and women, and that furnishes another
argumert why the Government should re-
move this disability from the shoulders of
the working man, as I suggest.

Mr. FERRICKS (South DBrisbane): I
should like to say something on the item,

“ Railway Fares and Freights, Printing,
Stationery, ete.,”’ which this year is re-
duced from £2.400 to £2,000. I have

already referred to the nccessity for some
reform in the matter of the stationery used
in the public service, and I understand that
something has been done in the Railway
Department, ~ It would be very nice if this
department could join with the other
departments with a view to obtaining some
reform in this direction. [ am aware that
prebably it is just as hard to get them to do
that as to get the other States to agree to
a particular matter. I understand that the
Commissioner for Railways approved of the
suggestion made by Mr. Keogh for the stan-
du%‘dlsn.txon of paper in that department and
paid him a bonus of £20. and it is cstimated
that that department will save £5,009 per
annum as a result. . It is stated that some
Government departments are using paper
costing as much as 3s. and 4s. a lb. That
is quite unneccessary. 1 understand that the
other States are going into this madtter, and
it seems to me that there is a foundation
Lere for something of a reformative nature.
At any rate, I hope it will eventuate, be-
cause at the present time it is quite obvious
that there is a considerable waste. The
State Children Department has alrcady
initiated a reform in the size and quality
of paper used in formal replies.

From almo:t ev.ry department we get
letters of acknowledgement on the very best
paper. That costs the whole of the depart-
ments a great deal of money, and there is a
great deal of scope for cconomy in that
direction. The basis of ecconomy should be
to keep an cye on these relatively small but
actually large amounts. Somc years ago
the Treasurer made inquiries ags to the waste
in paper, and the report obtained furnished
a great deal of information. T suggest that
the Secretary for Public Instruction go into
this matter so far as it affocis his department,
an:cé I hope that other departmenis will follow
suit.

Mr. ROBERTS (Hast Toowoomba): Last
vear the expenditure in connection with this
vote was £81,349, but this year wo are appro-
priating only £75,662. The hon. member for
Buranda, pointed out that, when the new
Apprenticeship Bill becomes law, thers will
be need for a greater amount of expenditure.
I do not think anvone will offer any objcetion
to that expenditurs, as it i3 very necessary
to give a good deal of consideration to tech-
nical education, There is a technical college
in Toowoombha. which is in the Minister's
electorate.  Considerable improvement has
been made there during rvecent vears. The
eentleman in charge is a very capable officor,
and is able to give the necessary instruction
to these attending that eollege. There is one
want, howevsyr and that is increased ground
accommodation for further improvements.
Some referanee was made br the Toowsomba
City Couneil to a proposal to take portion of
Queen’s Park for military purposes, and for
an exchange of land adjoining the college to
be made with the military authorities. While
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I realise that land is necessary for military
requirements, I certainly would stress the
point that no portion of Queen’s Park should:
be taken for that purpose. Money should be
found to acquire land elsewhere for militarv
requircments, leaving the park to the people-
of the city of Toowoomba.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Ifon. F. T. Brennan, Zoo-
woomba): The department has already given
consideration to the action of the Federal
Government in taking over certain land for
defence purposes. The Federal authorities are
agrecable to give us certain land on which to-
erect the buildings, but in the meantime
we have to continue our presint position.-

I appreciate references made by the hon.
member for Buranda, and the hon. member
for South Brisbane in connsction with certain
matters, and I promise to give full considera-
tion to them. The technical colleges are:
deoing great work, which is appreciated not
orly by the Government but br the people
gencrally throughout the State. The Appren-
ticeship Committee is co-operating with the-
officers of my department, and v.ry satisfac-
tory work is being accomplished. There is a
Women’s Committee composed of a number
of noble ladies who attend and do very
valuable work for the department at the-
Technical College as an advisory committee..

This debate has been protracted. but most
interesting. The Opposition marshalled their
forces, trained their guns, but found their
powder damp and their target impregnable;
they were forced to retire like greyhounds.
aftor an unsuccessful chase and they now:
look about as dejected.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 beg to move—
“That £17.415 be granted for ¢ Chief
Office.”
The expenditure last year exceeded the:
amount voted by this Committee and’
amounted to £18.680 11s. 8d. This vear it
is not expected that the expenditure will
reach that level, but we are asking for an
increase of about £2,000 over last year’s.
F:timates.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo): It is to be
regretted that the search for petrcleum in
Queensland has not so far succecded in bring-
ing in a well, but the ides that an immense
territory of marine tertiary beds proved to-
exist in this country should therefore be con-
sidered as hopeless is quite in opposition to:
the experience of petroleum prospectors in
other countries. While I was in Awecrica a
big official of a very important oil com-
pany asked mec how much the averags work-
ing capital of a petroleum prospecting com-
pany had in Australia. When I replied that
£30.000 cash working capital was considered
something considerable, although the South
Australian Oil Wells Company has spent, I
believe, about £60,000, he laughed and said
that one company he was connected with
Lad spent on the AMid-Continental Oil Field
» sum of 7,500.000 dollars, akout £1,500.000,
and they were now committed to the further-
expenditure of 20.000.000 dollar:, although all
the data they had been able to coliect during
their early drilling campaign had been of an
almost negative character. That is to say,
they had spent 7,500,000 dollars and hadi

Mr. Bedford.]
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never in the number of holes sunk brought
in oil. The very occurrence of petroleum
naturally explains that because there have
been cases, as in tho Spindle Top Oil Field,

where over a streteh of country about half a
mile in diamcter the productive wells were
s¢ numerous that the legs of the derricks

were interlacing one another. Immediately
outside of that area althoua‘h millions of
-dollars had been spent in drilling, no oil had
been got outside of those particular holes.

As further indicating the difficultics of
successful petroleum prespecting, I w ould
point out that in another case three or four
fect outside a ]110 where oil occurs in a
crevice pool and where productive wells eist,

holes that were sunk proved absolutely dl\

The United States have a tremendous amount
of capital, the carital of 120,300,005 people.
They calmly take hold of a job and although
they may sink 15,000 to 20.000 dry wells arc
not sufficiently disappointed to throw up the
game when those wells are proved uuffm“

In Australia very little money, comparativ
-speaking, has been spent up to date. I was
for soms time associated with the South Aus-
tralian Gil Wells Company, which is pros-
pecting in a country described by Dr. Wade,
now emploved by the Commonwealth Govern-

ment as petroleum geologist, as merely a
thin sheet of marine tertiary formation

covering an older landscape. We went down
4,500 feet in that comparatively thin sheot

and we were still in the thin shect. At
intervals from 400 feet down we had gas
brasches and certain showing of oil—just

sbout enough to swear by, but not commer-
ciallv valuable. That has been the case in
the Roma district, which offers in Australia
the best possible chances for successful pet-
roleum prospecting to-day. The amount of
bitter criticism that has been thrown on the
failure to date to produce a payable oil well
has very unjustly extended to the Minister.
In point of fact it was necessary for two
members of this Chamber the other day to
review some hosti’e and badlyq*epo‘rted state-
ment of the Minister in Londor about a
railway to Mount Isa being alrcady hooked.
A charge of boosting was made against the
Min 1ster although the rcal charge was
against the bad reporter. The hon. gentle-
man brought back with him the statement
he had made in London and in no sense did
that statement tally with the statement in
the Press.

Getting on to the matter of Mount Isa,
here is a case where there are over a very
large area a series of ore channels up to a
mile in width, outcropping for 5 miles and
probably payablc for three. Part of the
criticism that was levelled at the Minister
was also levelled at anybody who had any
connection with that field. The criticism
was by men who are not only continually
turning down sccialism, but shrieking of
the immorality of it, yet they consider the
proper duty of the Govornment was to pre-
serve that field for the Government, and
that the Government should be introduced
into the highly speculative business of metal-
liferous mining. So far as the story of the
working miners on the field not having had
results, the fact remains that certain peop]
who occupy such territory must pay before
they come into full ownership of the property
the sum of £40,000 to the working miners
aforesaid.

Some statements have been made as o
the value of the field, which, of course, is

[Mr. Bedford.
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partly still in the air.
ore is already showing. Leng h in mining
parlance means depth. The depth we have
gone down to is about 120 to 130 feet, and is
still showing a zone very heavily leached.
The hard silification of the surface roclks has
maintained most of the values at the sur-
face, but Immediately below the surface
meteoric waters have leached the values in
silver and lead. We expect that high sccondary
enrichment will cccur at something like 200
feet.  The statements made with regard to
the Secretary for Public Mines and Mount
Isa were on a par with the statements made
about petroleum. Of course, the statement
was made by a gentleman whose only know-
ledge of mining, I belicve, is that he
deals in spectacles which are dug out of the
carth in some form or other. Judging by
his success as a legislator, T pre-
[4 p.m.] sume his success in his own line
has been on a par. His greatest
success as a spectacle merchant should be in
selling spectacles to the blind, who cannot
criticise. He said that the Secretary for
Mines stated that the field would be retained

A large amount of

for the working miner. In a great base
metal proposition such as this, no working
miner—no gouger—would be able to make
salt.

The SecreTary ror MiNes: I never said
that.

Mr. BEDFORD: I am not saying vou did.

I am answering the eriticlsm of the hon.
member for Kurilpa. He asked, “ Who arc
the working miners controlling the field
to-day?” And then, of course, all the
parrots over on the other side said, ¢ The
member for Warrego.” The hon. member
for Kurilpa talks of socialism as a rotten
thing, vet he advocated a policy of com-
munism; that is to say, after the metal
was proved to be in the field, he said that
the Government should immediately confis-
cate the lot and run the field as a com-
munistic enterprise.  Still nothing is sur-
prising from the boy scout of Kurilpa.

Mr. KELso:
ton States.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask the hon.
member to withdraw the reflection on the
hon. member for Kurilpa.

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdraw it certainly.
The other critic of the Government and of
the Minister was the hon. member for East
Toowoomba. The hon. member for East
Toowoomba was tremendously exercised with
the wild idea that the Minister had made
these statements in London in order to give
his friends time to unload. There is not
much mining in Wales of any sort that is
valuable for Ausiralian comparisons, but
apparently the hon. member for Fast Too-
woomba does not understand the existence in
Australia of men who are as much interested
in mining propositions for the game as for
the stake. Mining in Wales came down to
the position of having taught the whole of
the smelting world how best to rob the
miner. In Lithgow, New South Wales,
where thers was a smelter working for some
tirne. the mincers noticed after having been
swindled in fifteen different ways that the
smelter swindles the miner, that there was
an item of bs. for canal dues, and when
they objected to the words * canal ducs,”
knowing that there were no canals in New
South Wales, and that the ore was brought
by railway, they were told that that was

Or the winner of the Carring-
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always a charge in connection with Welsh
emeliers, and that it was generally known
as ‘* Betsy.”” If the hon. member for East
Toowoomba thinks the miners are only in
it for ““ Betsy” he makes a tremendous
mistake. The work done by the Minister on
behalf of mining has been sound. We kept
away from the mistakes the other States
mede in connection with petroleum or
petroleum prospecting by deciding to stick
to Australians who at least knew Australian
geology. Dr. Wade was brought here by

the Commonwealth, in whose service he
made a tremendous mistake, as I have
already mentioned, in deciding that the

great tertiary beds of South-East and South
Australia were only thin sheets covering an
older landscape. He was engaged by the
Commonwealth Government, athourrh they
knew he had had no field experience. He
was a geologist who knew every rock
between Blomnton Oratory and the Thames
Embankment, but when it came to a know-
ledge of actual working conditions he was
hopeles sly at sea. The Agent-General for
West Australia cabled of Dr. Wade to the
West Australia Minister for Mines that Dr.
Wade was appointed by G. H. Reid—after
dinner.  In this Stats we have had the

assistance of probably one of the best
geological staffs that Australia ‘has ever
scen, and the Department and the Minister

and this party have backed them up to an
extent unimaginable 1n any State that was
not under a Labour régime. Work has been
done 1n the cstablishing of State batteries
in small fields which come up and have their
little day and die, and those conditions will
no doubt be repeated. I have not the
slightest doubt that, as prospecting is pro-
coeded with—nat the prospecting that puts
up a little working capital and then decides
to have a fly on the market and do all its
mining on the Stock Exchange—as honest
mining is given the capital to go on with
in thls State, so must the Golden Age of

mineral and metal production revert to
Queensland.
Mr. FRY (KWurilpa): The hon. member for

Warrego made some reference to my remarks
reg mdmg Mount Isa.

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes, libellous remarks.

_ The SecrETARY TOR MINES: You know noth-
ing about it.

Mr. FRY: The Minister can speak by-and-
by, My remarks wore to the etfect that the
Government policy is the nationalisation or
sorialization of mining.

Mr. Brprorp: It is not communistie.

M. FRY : It is easy to see where the hon.
mmnbm stands. The Governmient nationalised
the Chillagoe mines at a big price when they
were net paying. They also bought Mungana
and it did not pap but when it came to a
virgin field at Mount Isa they let it go out

of their hands.
Mr. BEDForD : It was never in their hands.
Mr. FRY : It was a virgin field, and the

Gm’mmn)nt had the power of preventing the
mining \poculatom of Melbourne and Sydney
and members sifting on the Government
benches from making it a gambling concern
on the Stock Exchange. 1 previously used
words to that cffect, and I repeat the state-
ment again, and say it straight out. It is
contrary to the policy of the party to which
the Minister and the hon. member for
‘Warrego belong to permit this virgin
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field, which the Government have claimed is
likely to be one of the wealthiest fields in the
world, to slip into the hands of mining specu-
lators, jazzers, and members of his own party.

Mr. BeprorbD: If vou are not merely
ignorant, you arc a * Quilp.”
HMr. FRY : The hen. member cannot dens

that it has been the poliey of his party.

The SrcreTaRY ¥or MiNes: Your arga-
ments apply to other people for taking it
up.

Mr. FRY : T am asking you to be consistent.
What I am mwn(r 1s this: If you are going
to take Mount Isa as an exaniple, then you
are not sincere. The argument which I put
forward earlicr in the session is one that
cannot be successfully assailed by any member
of the Labour party. 1 challenge them to
yise up one after another and assail that
position. if they dare. I challenge th-m man
to man to assail that position, because they
arce proving to the world that they are not
sincere in their policy, and in matters affec-
ting their own personal interests as wobbly
a» a reed in a varying wind.

At 4.11 p.m.,

Mr. GrLEDsON (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I am not going
to say that it is my policy to advocate that
ficlds like Mount Isa should be handled by
the State. I think it is quite a rcasonable
policy that those who are successful in finding
wealth should enjoy it, considering that we
are cndcavouring to encourag- people to go
out and find new ficlds and new wealth which
will be enjoved by the whole community.
T trust that those who went first to Mount
Isa and who were fortunate to pog out the
ground will reap their reward. I hope that
many others who are looking for treasure in
other parts of the State \n\l be successful.
Unfortunately we ar> not suceessful in all
our mining ventures, whether it be for metals
or for oil. It is not so long ago that I dis-
agreed with a provision in the Petroleum Bill
giving to outsiders and foreigners an oppor-
tunity to coms in and secure wealth by mining
for petroleum in this State. The only oppor-
tunity was through Dr. Miltom and any
of his party who may be Americans. We
know that after a certain  amount
of Australian capital had been put into
this Milsom bore at OQOrallo, and after
it had been opened by the Minister,
we were told by the hon. gentleman that he
was able to say that oil had beon struck.
We were very pleased to know that he was
sanguine to that extent, but, unfortunately,
his statement has not been borne out by facts
or by the opinions of Government cxperts.
Since the Government or the Minister were
w0 carly made aware of the discovery of oil
it scems strange that neither the Minister,
the department, nor any member of the
Government knew of the obstruction whicn
has been deliberat:ly or otherwise placed in .

the bore. It has not been made clear whether
the ohstruction was placed there by accident
or delibsrate act. The Minister has not been

able even at this late date to give us any
information on that point, although he was
able to give us the good information at a
very carly stage. We would like to know
whather anv of th» foreigners who enjoved

privileges under the Act to which I refer
were ahle to unload on the people. We would
also like to know if these {forcigners

Mr. Corser.]
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are still in the country. When the Bill was
introduced the Minister made it clear that it
was intended to protect Australian interests,
to do awa~ with bogus concerns, and prot-ct
the investor. One of the things the investor
wants to iind out at an early date about any
venture is whether something is wrong or
not, so that the other fellow may not get
the advantage. It has not been made clear
who was awarc of the obstruction in the bore,
or whether any monetary advantage was
secured by thos:e who were aware of it to the
detriment of the present sharcholders. I
would like to know, too, from the Minister
what information he has with regard to the
principals, with whom he cvidintly was
familiar—at any rate so far as their move-
ments were concerncd-—in the early working
of the bore. We would like to know swhether
they are in the country, and I think it would
be a goed thing if the Government took upon
themselves the duty which they said develved
upon them when the Petroleumn Bill was
before the House of protecting the share-
holders in the State. They should let the
country kunow just what the position is at
Orallo. If it is safc and sound, it is not fair
to those who have their moner in it that
these things should be said, and that there
should be so much secrecs.

My, Harrey: It is a private company.
Why can they not look after themselves?

Mr. CORSER: The Act gives the Govern-
ment power to protect those private indi-
viduals.

Mr. HarTLEY: You believe in individua-
lism, do you not?
My, CORSER: If I do believe in indi-

vidualism, I nevesrtheless disagreed when the
Bill was going through with the provision
giving to cortain foreigners the same rights
as Australians cnjoy, that is, the right to
participate—after the agreement had heen
drawn up and ratified by Parliament—in the
concession of a very large area of country.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
tralian company.

Mr. CORSER: It is not an Australian
company. It was floated in Australia, but
certain Amerieans were successful in enjoying
the right to which Australians were entitled.
These Yankees or outsiders were unable to
enjoy that right except in this way. Section
10 of the Petroleum Act gave them that
right.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. gentleman will not be in order in
discussing an Act of Parliameni on this
vote. He will be in order in discussing the
administration of this department.

Mr. CORSER : That section proves that
what I say is right. If T am not right, why
were certain words omitted from the Act?

The SecrRETARY FOR MINEs: I say they are
not foreigners.

Mr. CORSER: I say there is no necessity
for them to be Australians or Britithers.

The SEcRETARY FOR MiNES: I say they are.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order !
I ask the hon. gentleman to confine his re-
marks to the vote.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNEs: I gave the
names when the hon. gentleman raised the
question.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman did
not give us information about a lot of other

[Mr, Corser,
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poinis that were raised. He did not teil
us whether there was going to be any trouble
in connection with the hore. He did not
tell us when the trouble got there, but he
was the first in Australia to inform the
public that they had struck oil, and since
then a great amount of money has been
iuvested by Australians.

The SecRETARY ror MINES: I qualified that
stutement.

Mr. CORSER: Since then certain trouble
hee occurred, and the Minister does not
lnow anything about it to-day. e does not
claim to know where the principal of the
company is to-day. The public have not been
able to secure that information from the
Minister, There are a number of sharc-
holders in Australia who would like to know
more about this serious wmatter. The
Minister was the first to give them the
irformation some months ago that oil had
been struck, but he cannot give them any
information now.

There is another matter which is of great
importance to the State, and that is the
coal mining industry in Central and
Northern GQueensland. It would be very
interesting to know the total cost per ton
to the Railway Department of coal from
the Styx River coalficld, the Baralaba coal-
ficld, the Bowen coalficld, and the Mount
Mulligan coalfield.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I shall be glad
to give the hon. gentleman that information.

Mr. CORSER : Probably the Minister will
be able to cxplain the difference between
the different charges to the Railway Depart-
ment. In 1923 the Styx River coal cost
22s. 2d. per ton on trucks, and was sold to
the Railway Department at 25s. per ton,
which means a loss of Ts. 2d. per ton to the
mine. The Blair Athol coalfield, which is
being starved because of the opening of
these State coalfields, is able to supply coal
to the department at 10s. 6d. per ton,
which is 14s. 6d. per ton less than the cost
of the Styx River coal.

Mr. Forey: You want to be fair and add
the freight from Blair Athol.

Mr. CORSER: What about the [freight
from Mount Mulligan? If the hon. gentle-
wan added the freight from Mount Mulligan,
he would get an unfair comparison from
another point of view. The cost of coal at
Baralaba is 18s. 9d. per ton, and it is sold
to the Railway Department at 14s. 10d. per
ton, which is a loss of 3s. 1ld. per ton to
the mine. Those are the figures that Mr.
Monaghan compiled from the 1923 figures.

The SeCRETARY FOR DMINES:
wrong.

Mr. CORSER: We know that the State
Labour Organiser, Mr. Joscph Silver
Collings, addrissed a meeting at the Blair
Athol mine about the end of June, and
tried to smooth things over. A report of
the meeting was sent to the official organ
of the party, but apparently it did not
give the same satisfaction that f‘,he
organiser’s speech did at Blair Athol. The
speech of the organiser gave every satis-
faction when he was there, but there has
been no result of his visit and speech. The
miners at Blair Athol have made a very
honest public appeal on behalf of the mine
and on behalf of the calling they are follow-
ing. The men there are not gelting quarter
time, and are living on with their wives

They are
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and families in the hope that the Govern-
ment will allow this field to be opened up
by fair competition. It is not the proprietors
alone who are asking this, but the miners and
their wives.

Mr. MAXWELL:
out.

Mr. CORSER : Somcthing should be done
by the Government to enable ihis wonder-
fully rich coal mine to be worked on full
time to secure a full profit to the company,
full wages to the miners, and good coal to
the consumers. Such a policy would result
in a profit to the State. On the other hand,
the Btste coal mines are being  worked
at a loss and the coal is being secured by
the Railway Department at a loss. When
the charges on that coal are compared with
the charges made for the Blair Athol coal,
a far greater loss is exhibired. Whatever
can be said about State enterprises and the
argument of the Government that they give
to their workers better conditions, which
enable them to securc better results and pro-
duce a better article at a cheaper rate, the
fact remains that the Government will not
allow any competition so far as the Blair
Athol coal mine is concerned.

Mr. Corrins: What nonsense! We have
competition up at Bowen from a proprietary
coal mine right alongside the State mine.

Mr. CORSER: This valuable mine at
Blair Athol is hampered because the Govern-
ment will not allow the mine to operate by
giving it a contract, even though such action
would result in a saving to the Government.

They are being starved

The SrcrRETARY FOR MiNgs: It is handi-
capped by distance,
Mr. CORSER: It is not handicapped by

distance when compared with Mount Mulli-
gan.  The handicap in the case of Blair
Athol is not distance. At a recent mining
delegates’ meeting at Ipswich the followmg
ﬁgurm were given as to the cost of _produe-
ing a ton of coal at the State coal mines and
the selling rates:—

[ Cost per | Selling Rate
I Ton. per Ton,
!
e s o | 2sa
Bowen .. 401 8 016 o
Baralaba | 018 9 [ 01410
Styx 112 2 [ 10 0
Mount Mullizan . 112 0 | 112 2
i
_The Spcrerary FOR Mixes: That is not
right. - .
Mr. CORSER: Then why were these

figures given at the mining delegates’ mect-
ing at Ipswich? The loss on the Baralaba
State coal mine for the six months was
£2.400. When hon. members look at those
figures and realise that the Blair Athol com-
pany could =ali for less and secure a_profit,
the men could secure high wages and enjoy
reasonable conditions for their wives and
families. and the Sta‘e could effect a saving
bv purchasing this coal, they will agree some-
thing is being done te boom and give unfair
advantages to the State coal mines. What-
ever argument might be adduced for social-
ism and the socialisation of our industries,
it cannot s'and criticism. as these figures
show that State socialistic enterprises are
being run at a loss apainst the operations of
private enterprise. which can take a similar
article from the earth at a profit.
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Myr. CorLLiNs: Are you quoting from
figures which were compiled before the advens
of the State coal mines?

Mr, CORSER: The hon. member will find
it very difficult to make a compavison of
prices as they exist to-day. We keow that in
most industries where there is no competition
there is a possibility of an excess price being
charged, but to-day, with the de\elopment
of Blair Athol, they are able to produce coal
at the advantage 1 have stated. It will be
very hard for members of the Government
to justify this privilege to the State field
and this starving of a proprictary field and
the starving of the men there who should be
working under an award and recelving a
remuneration that would provide a decent
living.

Mr., RIORDAN (Burke): I think the vote
of the Departinent of Mines is a very im-
portant one, and one that should receive some
consideration. No doubt we have recently
had a stir in connection with the mining
industry of the State, more especially in the -
Northern parts of Queensland. Quite recently
there was a big move caused by the discovery
of payable ore on the Mount Isa ficld. Up
to the present we have had nothing definite
or practical about Mount Isa. It remains for
the field to prove itself before anyone can
make any statements with regard to its
value or otherwise. No doubt, as a result of
Mr. Saint Smith taking over the manage-
ment of the Mouat Isa Mines, Limited, the
public were given a lead and some people
invested in the ficld with great confidence.
"That was mainly because Mr. Saint Smith
left his position in the Department of Mines
and went to Mount Isa as manager. Xvi-
dently there was a string to his job 1n reserve
so that after twelve months Mr. Saint Smith
might return to the devartment. He has
recently resigned from the Mount Isa Mines,
Limited, and is going back to the depart-
ment, and the result may be a diminishing of
public enthusiasm for the field. The Lawn Hill
mine was worked many years ngo., and is a
far better proposition than Mount Isa. Mr,
Tllis, of Cloncurry, went along to Lawn Hill
and opened it up. To-day he has thirty men
working there, ard is giving a good practical
cdemonstration of what he 1s prepared to do
a5 a prospector in opening up mines far
distant from any port. Everyone will wish
Mr. Ellis success, as he is one of the good
old pioneers of North Queensland. and one
who does not go about boosting things

HonouriseLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: He sets about the matter
quirtly, and in a practical fashion. BY the
last trip of the s.s. ‘“ Kallatina” he shipped
from Burketown 50 tons, and bv the next trip
he has 80 tons of ore for shipment. T think
the assays received from Lawn Hill will show
some justification for my saying that it is a
Better field than Mount Isa. The assays from
Lawn Hill <how 70 per cent. lead and 40
cunces of silver to the ton. I have hcre a
report from the warden, Mr. McLean. of
Crovdon, who recently visited the field, in
vhich he says—

“T feel sure the ficld will be given a
good trial and success will be assured if
we can only get railway communication.”

Kveryone kaows that railway communication
is desirable, but before the Government
build a railway to a mining
[4.30 p.m.] field they should see that the
field is frst established. There
would be some justification for the building

Myr. Riordan.]
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of a railway line from Burketown to Lawn
Hill, and the justification is that the country
around Lawn Hill is quite as gcod as the
country in the Gympie district, and in the
event of the mines giving out, that country
would support a sufficient population to
enable the railway to pay. Mr. McLean,
continuing his report, says—
¢ Although high-grade ore (70 per cent.
lead and 40 ounces silver) has only been
exposed in any great quantities on the
Lilydale, Mended Hill, Silver King, and
Greater Britain leases, there is no reason
why if should not be forthcoming in
other leases on development work being
undertaken. On the other hand, there
is no lack of lower-grade carbonates (20
per cent. lead) which could be treated
on the field by smelting, for which pur-
poses there is plenty of wood and water
available.”

Previously, when these mines were worked,
it cost £8 a lon to transport the ore from
Lawn Hill down to Burketown; then lighter-
age cost £1 10s. a ton, and freight £2 10s.
a ton, and the cost practically killed the
mine at that time. Since Mr. Ellis has
started there the teamsters have reduced
their charge for carriage to Burketown to
£4 a ton, and the lighters have reduced
their charge to 10s. a ton. The freight on
the ““ Kallatina  is £1 a ton, and harbour
dues 9d. a ton, making the cost £5 10s. 9d.
a ton landed on the Cairns wharf. Mr. Ellis
expects to produce 300 tons of ore a week
in the wvery mnear future, so there is
some justification for assisting a man of the
type of Mr. Ellis, who is prepared to do the
practical work. The warden continues—

‘“ Apart from mining, the country is
splendidly adapted for pastoral (sheep
and cattle) and agricultural purposes.
It possesses two wonderful running rivers
in the Gregory and Lawn Hill Creek, the
like of which I have not seen in any
part of Queensland.”

I am doubtful whether he has seen anything
better than the Gregory River in any part
of Australia. I am doubtful if there is a
river in Australia that has a greater volume
of water going to waste. The same applies
to_the Lawn Hill Creek There are 60,000
gallons a day running to waste down the
Lawn Hill Creek. The warden continues—

“If this country were opened for
closer settlement it would be rushed, and
if the field were worked, a suitable
market would be close at hand. When
mining diminished, a population would
be established, as at Gympie.

“From my experience of the Gulf, T
must say that neither Normanton nor
Croydon possesses anything to be com-
pared with the hinferland of Burketown
for richness of natural resources, and the
provision of railway communication from
Dobbyn to Burketown, vi4 Gregory
Downs, would open up one of the fairest
provinces of our great Commonwealth.
Shcep and cattle thrive on its pastures,
its mineral contents are rich and varied,
and its running streams provide the
means of irrigation for its arable lands,
which, to my own knowledge, grows
super-excellent vegetables and tropical
fruits. Mr. George Phillips. C.E., also
states that sugar-cane should fourish
here, and experiments with cotton have
proved successful.

{Mr. Riordan.
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“This is indeed a land of promise,
but, in my opinion, that promise cannot
be fulfilled until it is linked up by rail-
way with a port. It is a land of vast
distances, and those distances must be
bridged before metals or produce can be
handled with success.”

I think that report would justify some action
being taken to assist this field. If the time
is not ripe for the building of a light railway
from Burketown to the Lawn Hill field, then
the Main Roads Board might well send a
man across to report on a road from Lawn
Hill down to the ballast ground at Burke-
town. This, I think, should be one of the
main roads.

Mr. Kerso: What is the distance?

Mr. RIORDAN : It is between 130 and 140
miles to the ballast ground. This field would
serve as a feeder to Chillagoe until such time
as the Government can assist Mr. Rllis to
establish hix own works. Mr. Ellis is a very
eunterprising man. When it is necessary to
have the mining and concentration work done
on the field, he will have no hesitation in set-
ting about the crection of a plant there.
With a combination of the Cloncurry and
Lawn Hill ficlds it might be practicable to
establish a smelting works at Burketown,
where this ore could be treated.

As the Public Works Commission intend
to make a report in regard to railway com-
munication with Mount Isa, I fail to see
why the Government should continue the
foolish poliecy of hauling goods and ores 600
or 700 miles to- Townsville when there is a
port within a counle of hundred miles of the
field. I think that policy is a bad one and
that these minerals should go to the natural
port. Even if it is continued now, that
policy will eventually have to be altered.
Mr. McLean, who has recently visited the
district, says there is nothing to compare
with the Burketown district in regard to
mineral, pastoral, and agricultural wealth,
and eventually we shall have a big popula-
tion up there. There is nothing like mining
to give a town a start. A mining township
will spring up in a night. When on their
visit to make a report in connection with
a railway from Kajabbi to Mount Isa and
thence to a Gulf port, the Public Works
Commission might well pay a visit to the
Lawn Hill mine and up as far as the
Gregory Hotel. I think that, in justice to
the Gulf and Cloncurry districts, the Com-
mission should also travel from Burketown
to Normanton and take evidence in both
places. Normanton has been left practi-
cally without attention from any Govern-
ment for the past half century. Governments
have done well out of the Gulf country in
connection with mining, but very little of
the moneyr collected on those mining fields
has been expended to try and keep the plac
going after mining has commenced to go
down. It is regrettable that metals have to
be carried from Clonecurry to Townsville by
rail. a distance of 500 miles, when they
could be taken by water to a good port
within a couple of hundred miles from
where the meotal is produced. I think that
the Lawn Hill field will. in the verr near
future, be one of our very big mining fields,
because the proprietors of the s.s. ¢ Kalla-
tina’’ have been very generous in their reduc-
tion of freight, and the teamsiers and the
people who are conducting the lightering at
Burketown have been very considerate also.
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I want to say something about the Mining
Act and its administration. Miners and
prospectors have great difficulty in getting
miners’ rights and in getting to wardens,
who are stationed only at places like Croy-
don, Cloneurry, and other big centres. That
means that the prospector has to come a
long way in before he can do any business.
What is wrong with making every police
constable and officer in charge of a police
station an acting warden?

A GoverNMENT MeMBER: Giving them
more duties? .

Mr. RIORDAN: It would not mean
putting another policeman there to carry
out the duties, and, with all the duties
which the policeman has to perform, I have
not scen one of them who was bent and
lean as a result. (Laughter.) I am not
going to pull my own leg about the police-
man having tco much to do. He does the
little jobs that come his way willingly and
withont complaint, and I am sure would be
only too pleased to do what I suggest in
Northern and Western Queensland in order
to asaist the miner and prospector. There
would then be no difficulty regarding appli-
cations. I think that the Mining Act might
also be amended to provide that all police
stations on mining fields shall be appointed
as mining registries, to help in the grant-
ing of mineral areas and leases. That
would be of great assistance to the pros-
pector. The man must be cither a fool or
a knave who will not admit that the pros-
pector has been the pioneer of the country
T speak »f, and that he has been responsible
for the opening of many a place like Gympie,
Charters Towers, Croydon, and Cloncurry,
which otherwise would have taken many
vears to_build up, and which have given
many a big lift to Governments during try-
ing periods in our history. ’

I also think that the Act should be
amended to provide that no mineral claim

<ther than a gold area tenable under a
miner’s right should contain less than 5
acres. It is held that the area tenable under

the Act at present is too limited to enable
successful operations to be carried on. To
a man who has spent six or twelve months
in prospecting, and who then lands on some-
thing good, anything smaller than 5 acres is
abrolutely no good.  We sece what happened
at Mount Jsa. I suppose the prospectors
zot more out of Mount Isa than they have
cver wob before, and that was the result of
the Government fixing the area of the lease

at & acres. It was a good thing for the
prospector. Previously he had been eaten
up by sharks, who gave him shares and

then squcezed him by means of calls until
thev got his shares for practically nothing.
and then they brought on the boom. TUntil
Mount Tszsa the prospector has never been
successful in getting anything much out of
a find.

Mr. Fry: You will have to settle with the
hon. member for Warrego for what you said
about Mcunt Isa. ’

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member for
Warrego 1s ro different from the hon. mem-
ber for Kurilpa. It is very interesting to hear
the statement of the hon. member for
;{urlh’)ﬂ, but he should remember that he
is not very coften here when I am speaking.

Mr. FrY: You do not agree with the hon.
member for Warrego about Mount Isa?
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It would not matter to
me if King George was theve. 1f that was
my opinion I would express it, Tt is a matter
of indifference to me who is in the business.
If the hon. member has accused the hon.
member for Warrego of Leing a mining specu-
lator that iz not my faunlt. I do not agree
with hini that the hon. member is a mining
speculator.  The bon. merbor for Karilpa
is running a sideline in selling spectacles,
and surely the hon. member for Warrego has
as much right to carry on some other occupa-
tion.

Areas should be set asid+ on mining fields
as reserves for grazing purposcs.  That is
found nee ils

Mr. RIORDAN:

cssary, as the shire councils at times
mustsr the reserves and impound the horses
of the public. Tt could be provided that the
number of stock possessed by any person
should be limited to ten head. It is neces-
sary to have some such provision in our
mining laws. A veserve would not be much
cood unless there was water on it. and 1
can hardly imagine any Land Commissioner
coming along—although they do stupid things
at times—and setting aside a reserve without
water on it. If there is no water on the
rescrve, it will be usecless as a reserve.

Iet me now deal with the question of the
niiner’s right. A prospector makes applica-
tion for a miner's right and receives it
but it is not very clear in the Act as to what
powers the miner’s right gives him. You
may be prospecting on someonc’s run, and
he mav come along and hand you over to
th~ police. An instance has occurred where
iwo men were found on a lease and were
finedl £5 for prospecting—which was fres-
passing—on that property. Some dcfinition
should be placed in the mining laws as to
what are the rights of a prospector who
holds a miner's right. Xe cannot prospect
on private property, and he cannot prospect
within 200 yards of certain workings. A man
may hold ‘a miner’s right and may make
application for a lease, and still not be able
to carry out prospecting on that lease.

At 4.51 pm.,

The (HATRMAN resumed the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR MINEs: Ile cannot pros-
pect on private property now except for silver
and gold.

Mr. RIORDAN: No. Take the Chillagoe
district. There are great arcas held under
lease there, but nobody has the right fo
brosnect them. Even if the Government do
hold those leases s reserves, or as a protection
against certain things, they should give per-
mission to prospectors to prospect on them,
TUnless vou get the prospector working on
this ground you are going to get nothing
out of it, because the prospector iz the man
who will find the ore for you. He is the
man who will give a practical demonstration
as to whother the ore is ther> or not. Some
provision should be made for the nroteetion
of both the leascholder and the prespector,
and some compensation should be given also
to the discoverer of payable ore-bodies. A
prospector could be given permission to
progpect unworked leases. Take the area
around Dobbwvn and other such areas.
The mine: in those districts have not
been worked for some time because of
the state of the copper market. While
we have men who follow the cceupation of
prowpecting, and while we have men who are
looking for rations. and whilo we have men
who are willing to work and get the ore out
of any of these leases that have not been

Mr. Riordan.]
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worked for so long, we should allow the
prospector to get that ore out in the interests
of the State rather than that he should be
thrown on the unemployed market and be
compelled to obtain Government relief or
draw unemployment insurance.

Now let me refer to exemptions. There
is no limit to the period for which exemp-
tions may be granted. They are subject to
periodical review, but they shculd have a
limit, say, of two ycar:. If at the end of
twelve months the whole of the conditions
of exemption, such as the manning of leases,
ete., have not been fulfilled, the area should
revert to the Crewn. It is not advisable to
ailow any one company, prospector, or any-
one else to hold on to land if there are
people who are able and eager to work it
and raise the ore that is upon it. The
Government should give every assistance to
enable those who are willing to work the
land to secure and work it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I have lately
been reading the report of the department
for last year, which is well worth studying.
On the first page of the report I obscrve
the following words—

“ Under the circumstances, therefore,
the coming year may be faced with
optimism.”’

We have been told that for a good number
of years.

Hon. M. J. Krrwax:
pessimest just on the
(Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR : Since the present Minister
has had charge of the department, he always
commences the operations for the year with
optimism, but ends the year with huge
financial losses and deficits on the under-
takiLgs in which the department has been
engaged.

The SECRETARY FOr Mines: All miners are
optimists. They would not be miners if
they were not.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am aware of that, and
I think the Minister is the boss optimist of
the whole of them. Of all the financial
ventures in which the Government have in-
dulged ard which have made such enormous
losses, the ventures in connection with min-
ing in the Chillagoe district simply take the
cake. I have stated in this Chamber on
more than one cccasion that State enter-
prises can only be justified when they can be
shown to be of benefit to the whole of the
comwmunity, That is not the case in con-
nection with the mining ventures which
have been under the administration of the
Minister for some considerable time.

The SucrerTary ror Mines: The State coal
mines are all right. What about them?

Mr. TAYLOR: I belicve that, if anvone

Why become a
eve of success?

suggested to the Minister that there was

a possibility of securing coal in the sun, he
would try to send someone there to
prospect.

.The SrorrTARY FOR Mixes: I would not
listen to some of your party who tried to
get me to take on one or two of their old
mires,

Mr. TAYLOR : I do not know what mem-
bers of my party did, but I do know that the
operations of the departmont have resulted

[Mr. Riordan.
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in the loss of tens of thousands of pounds
which could have Leen spent morc profitably
in developmental work and other channels.
The manager of the Chillagoe mines, Mr.
Goddard, at page 100 of his report, says—

“The installation of contract work
genecrally on this field would be a great
factor financially in assisting this enter-
prise.”’

That is a perfectly clear statement. The
Minister has a duty to perform. When a
responsible man like Mr. Goddayd, who has
charge of such enormous works as are being
operated at Chillagoe, makes use of words
like that, it is the duty of the Minister te
see that the recommendation is carried out.
e is charged with a tremendous expenditure
of money, which is covered by the vote with
which we are now dealing; he is a trustee
of the public funds, and he has a right so to
spend and invest that public moncy that
ibere will be a fair return. I commend that
recommendation to the Minister for his con-
sideration and for the consideration of the
Government.

Mr. Corrins: Now quote the second last
line of Mr. Goddard’s report.

Mr. TAYLOR : 1 will give the hon. mem-
Lber Mr. Goddard’s report in a little while.
I have it here for the express purpose of
cnlightening the kon. member, If there is
any member who wants enlightenirg, it is
the hon. member for Bowen. The hon. mem-
ber is always talking about the dark ages,
but T do not think he has ever emerged
from the dark ages. (Laughter.) This is
what Mr. Goddard has to say with regard te
the smelting works—

““The smelting works can only be run
intermittently, due to insufficient ore sup-
plies. The plant is capable of treating
300 tons of ore per day, but the available
supplies only tctalled about 60 per cent.
of the required tonnage, which means an
excessive smelting cost.”

These are the rermarks of the gentleman who
has been in charge in Chillagoe for a number
of years and knows what he is talking about.
The report continues—

“ The smelting plant generally is very
scattered and not economically laid out,
and this considerably increases the cost
of handling.”

Mr. Corrins: Good old private enterprise !
We took it over from them.

Mr. TAYLOR: The bigger ¢ mugs” you
to take it over. 'To continue—

“In addition, the Fuildings and
machinery are very old, and maintenance
and renewals are accordingly exce:zively
high. During the wet season nearly 300
feet of our inclined flue chambers leading
to the stack at the summit of the hill
fell in and had to be rebuilt with rein-
forced concrete.”

Mr. CorniNs: Ii
enterprise,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman will not be in order in discussing
this matter on this vote. The hon. member
i discussing a question which may be dis-
cussed under the Trust and Special Funds, on
page 120 of the Hstimates.

Mr. TAYLOR : I thought T could discuss.
it under this vote. This is what Mr. Goddard
Fad to say with regard to the Mount
Mulligan State coal mine—

“The cost per ton for the year aver-

was built by private
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aged 32s. 1.01d., and the selling price
per ton on railway trucks at Mount
Mulligan 28s. 9.4d.”

There is another unprofitable mining ven-
ture. We were fold, of course, when the
Government took ¢ver Mount Mulligan that
it was going to mean a tremendous saving
in the cost of coal in every possible direction,
and, instead of that, we find that the cost
is 32s. and the selling price 28s.

Mr. GLEDSON: You do not suggest that is
the price they get for it?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am quoting Mr. God-
dard’s report, and he says that is the cost
per ton and the selling price per ton.
Mr. Grepson: It is being sold at the
wrong time.
The SrcreTary ror Mines: We had to clear
ap their mess. The Government had £140,000
invested in it.
Mr. TAYLOR: The Government simply
allowed themselves to be submerged. Con-
tinuing~—
“ Having conclusively demonstrated that
a suitable coke. can be manufactured.
the future operations of this department
rests with the cost of coal production
from the mine, the latter item being
accountable to a large extent for the loss
on coke manufacturing, which is set out
at £4,887 0s. 8d.”

15 pm.]

In the same report the loss on the year's

operations in connection with Mount Mulli-

gan alone is set down at £17575 12s. 7d.,

and Mr. Goddard says that loss can be

attributed to the following causes:—

“1. Over capitalisation.

2. Private royalty.

3. Coke loss.

4. Faulis encountered.

5. Stone-dusting and watering.

6. Excessive dirt filled with coal.
_ *“1. Over capitalisation.—The interest
incurred amounted to £8,032 3s., and
works out at 3s. 2d. per ton on the out-
put.

‘2. Private royalty.—This now paid
to the liquidator of the Irvinebank Min-
ing Company is fixed at ls. per ton, and
represents £2,344 11s. 1d. on the year’s
output.

3. Coke loss.—Sce section 3, Coking
Operations.”

That is what I have already read—

‘4. Faults encountered.—Too long
wall faces transversed disturbed arcas,
No. 11 south wall being in faulted ground
the whole year. Although the faulis are
of no great magnitude, they reduced the
output and consequently increased the
cost.

‘6. Excessive dirt filled with coal.—
The amount of refuse taken from the
washer and picked by hand was 3,797.1
tons, or approximately 7§ per cent. of
the total output.”

These are some of the reasons for the losses
which are bomg.lncurred in conneciion with
the Mount Mulligan mine. The report says
further—
““ Section 10.
“ General.

“ When the State took over the mine

on 1st July, 1923, the underground work-
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ings were in @ very unsatisfactory con-
dition, due mainly to the financial diffi-
culty under which Chillagoe, Limited,
laboured during the last few months of
its operations, also to the condi:ions
caused by the disaster, which had been
left in abeyance.”

We appreciate and understand that. . Br.
Goddard further says—

“ Many conveyers were also in opera-
tion, but, after giving them an exhaus-
tive trial, it was decided. owing to the
high cost of production from the faces
where these were in operation, to dis-
continue using them.”

These are some of the things in the report
of the Department of Mines for the year
1923, which show clearly that the soconer the
Government get out of their mining ven-
tures the better it will be for Queensland.
If the same amount of money had been spent
in permanent developmental worly, it would
have provided the same amount of employ-
ment as has been provided by the Chillagoe
mines.

It would be interesting to know what were
the reasons for Mr. Saint Smith resisning
from his position as manager of the Mount
Isa Mines, Limited. We have been given no
reason whatever. I should say that the rate
of pay he was going to reccive—I do not
know what it was—from the Mount Tsa
Mines. Limited, would be very much higher
than he was receiving from the Department
of Mines, and it would be interesting to
know the reasons which prompted his
resignation.

The SEcreTsrRY vor MiNes: He only went
there for a time.

Mr. TAYLOR: T hope that Mount Tsa will
prove to be a real permanent minirg field.
Everyone would like to scc that, bhocause
really something of the kind is wanted to
revive mining in Northern Qneonsland. Tt
is regrettable to know that thers has been
no improvement in copper. and that ths
stagnation which has been in existence for
some years still continues,

Tt is pleasing to know that thers has been
a considerable increase in the quantity of
coal raised and in the value of that coal.
It is also pleasing to note that there has been
an increase in tho vield of gold for the last
vear as compared with previous vears. After
having made all these allowances, the Go-
vernment would be well advised at the first
opportunity to g+t out of their mining ven-
tures as quicklv as thev possibly can. hut
unfortunately thev ave in such a quagmire
that it is quite Impossible to extricate
themselves.

My. TTARTLEY : Does that r+fer to the coal-
mines, too?

Mr. TAYLOR : T am not referring to coal-
mines, I am referring prinecinally to the
Government’s ventures at Chillagee, which
T consider have heen most disastrous for the
State, and the sooner we get out of those
ventures the better it will be for the people
of Queensland.

There is another mine which certainlv gives
promise of some return. I am referring to
the arsenic mine at Stanthorpe. There was
a justification for starting that mine. as there
wes no other arsenic mine in the State.
Allhough there has been a lot of wonev lost
in cennection with it, we are told that there

Mr. Taylor.]
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is encther find at the mine which promises as fast as they can with a view to sub-

cxcellont results.

The SecRETARY #OR MINES :
profit on that mins this year.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am pleased to know that.
With regard to oil, T am rather astounded,
if the statements 1n the Press are corvect,
that the Minister has no cognisance of the
fucts.

The SBCRETARY
Government bove.

Mr. TAYLOR: In connestion with the
Orallo bore the syndicate are supposed,
under the agreement, to tell the Government
what strata they pass through and everything
in connection with the bore. It is rather
extraordinary that the Minister, as hecad of
the Mines Department, should have no know-
ledge of the statem nt which has been pub-
lished in the Press, if it is true.

The SECRETARY FOR MINEs: We arc insist-
ing on a periodizal report i accordance with
the provisions of the Petroleum Act and the
rcgulations.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am glad to hear that.
When anything like that oecurs the Mines
Depart:nent should be the first to know of it.
1Iowever, we have to pass the vote. I am
in favour cvery time of euncouraging the

We show a

vor MiNES: It is not a

prospector to the fullest extent finan-
cially and otherwise, and to give pros-
pecters  every encoumgement. It is to
the prespector that we have to look for

future developments in that industry. The

Irospectors do very hard work for very little
par, and I would like to sce the ])10 ‘pecting
vol> made as liberal as it is possible for the
Mines Department to make it.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): When reading
the report of the Mines Department one
canrot help but rote that mining generally
in Queensland appears to be on the down

grade. I wish to refer partienlarly to the
depression  existing in mineral mining in
the Clermont district, where at one time a

large quantity of gold was produced, but
practically none iz being feund there at all
to-day. A few years ago the coal mines in
that distriet mainly supplied the coal users
in the Central district, but we find that
owing to the opening of the State coal mines
the production of those mines has been con-
siderably reduced. The result is that many
of the miners, owing to the fact that they
have built their homes there in the past,

huve had to hang on and remain in the
district, and are not in a position at the
present  time to carn the basic  wage.

Remarks have been made by the hon. mem-
ber for Durnett in references to the Govern-
moent adonpting the poliey of not using Blair
Athol coal with a view to keeping the State
mm(\, operating. Mcest hon. ll'l(lIl]’)C‘la recog-
nise the value of the coal deposits at Blair
Athol. We resogrise that there is a deposit
of coal there which is second to none in the
world as regards quantity, and something
chould be done for the purpese of oxploiting
that seam to its fullest extent. T have heen
working activelv for a considerable time
with the Premier and the Seccretary for
Railwavs, and I have their asurancs that
anvthing they can nnulblv do to build up
an export trade will he done, provided the
mining companies show their bona fides.
That is only a fair pronosition, and it is only
to-tay that T 1€'xrnod from a director of
one of the companies that they are working

[Alr. Taylor.

mitting a definite proposition to the Govern-
ment which will be the means of building up
an export trade. I would like to point out
to the hon. member for Burnett that he
cannot rely too much on the source from
which he got the figures he quoted this after-
noon. I have had quite a lot of corre-
spondonce regarding the cost of producing
State coal and pointing cut that Blair Athol
coal could be supplied to the Railway
Department much more cheaply, but I find
on making inquiries that the ligures whick
my informants have supplied are not correct.
1 am not going to booc:t up the State coal
mines, because no member of this Chamber
can say that they arve showing a profit—I am

referring  particularly to the Styx and
Baralaba Mines. DBut that is beside the
poirt. The fact remains that the Govern-

rient started off a few years ago to exploif
those coal deposits in the hope that they
wou!d be able to supply coal to the Railway
Department much more cheaply than before.
If they have failed, or if they do eventually
fail, nobody can charve us with not having
exploited these opowts in an crderveur to
supply cheap coa] I find that the difficulty
at Blair Athol is not that the seam is so
big but that it i3 too far from the point of
corsumption.  As a Government we have
dome everything possible to keep the mining
operations going there in the hope that at
a future date it will be possible to work up
an export trade and establizh the prosperity
of the field. T find from figures supplied by
the Railway Department that during the last
financial year the department adonted the
practice of giving every mining district a
share of orders. Dunnv the period from

the 1st July, 1823, to the 17th June, 1924,
the depariment tock the following quan-
tities of coal:—
Tons.
Stvx 18591
Baralaba ... 12 960
Blair Athol (various mines) ... 24,857
That means that the two Stair coalmines

supplied 31.551 tous, as compared with 24.867
tons from Blair Athol. That is a fair quota—
the department is doing the fair thing, It is
vsing Blair Athol coal in the Em~rald dis-
trict, and using State coal where 1t is close
to the point of consumption and thus shows
a saving to the department.

When the member for the district is faced
with such a position, it is impossible to ask
him to remedy the position by arranging
for all orders to go to Blair Athol, and I
do not intend to take up that attitude, In
the working tests of coal I find that the
Strx River and Baralaba coal mixture shows
a value of £0s. per ton, the Bowen coal 19s.
per ton, the Blair Athc] coal 1€a. per ton,
and the Baralaba coal 15s. per ton. When
vou come to consider that the cost to the
Railway Department. of landing coal in
Rockhampton from Baralal:a—iaking a half-
penny per ton per mile as the freight rate—
cnly amounts to 17s. 6d. per ton. the Styx
River coal costs about £1 3s. 4d. per ton,
and the Blair Athol coal £1 0s. 6d. per ton,
the Railway Department celtnmly have
some excuse for using the Styx River and
Baralaba coal, if the reports on it are
cerrect. The only selition for Blair Athol
is an export trade. The closing down of the
Stvx River field and the Baralaba State coal
mine would not solve the difficulty at Blair
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Athol. Certainly a few more crders would
be placed there, but immediately the orders
came along more miners would be put on to
produce the coal, with the result that there
would be a very small increase in the work-
ing week of the miner and in his carnings.
I would suggest that consideration be given
to assisting the Blalr Athol mining com-
panies as much as possible to work up an
export trade. The difficulty is an economic
one. The distance from the seat of coal
consumption, or the main seat of coal con-
sumption—Rockhampton and the cane dis-
tricts—is too far to enable Blair Athol to
land coal at a price that will enable it to
compete with the mines near those places of
consumption. The only way we can hope
to rejuvenate Blair Athol is to get as much
assistance as possible from the Government
to enable the companies to put coal on
board boats at Rockhampton or Broadsound
at a prics that will enable them to work
up a trade with the East, where quite a lot
of coal goes from various parts of the worid
at the present time.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNes: They should
carry out their opcrations more economically.

Mr. FOLEY: It is all very well for the
Minister to say that the mine should be
worked in a more econcmical way. At
the present time we are working in 2 much
more economical way than the State mines

are working their seams. {Opposition
laughter.)  The position that the com-
panies are faced with to-day iz not that
they  esmnnot produe:  coal, but that
they have not vet definitely found out

whether Blair Athol coal will take with the
coal users in the East. Up to date they have
not been in a position to supply coal to the
Rast on account of the lack of loading
facilities at our Central Quecensland ports.
Those facilities are now being provided, and
immediately they arc provided the directors
of the Blair Athol companies will load 1.000
tons or 2,000 tons of coal to be distributed

amongst the big users in the Rast, and
ceports will he obtained from th m. They

will then be in a position to quote prices,
and find out if it is possible to open up
operations on a large scale

Mr. WeIR: The hon. gentleman is making
out a good case against State enterprises.

Mr. FOLEY : I am not making out a good
case against Stalc enternrises at all. The
lion. member for Maryborough has certainly
misunderstood my remarks if that is the
deduction he draws from them. I awm refer-
ring to the fact that something must ke done
to assist in working up an export trade for
that field, otherwive it will fall into decay.
I would point out for the benefit of the ‘hou.
member who interjected that, if the produc-
tlon costs at the State coal inines are not
reducaed by about cne-third. there is no hope
of an cxport trade from those mines. It is
impossible for our State coal mines to export
coal to the coal markets overseas unless they
¢an produce cocal at a lower cost than New-
castle, New Soutia Wales. That fact will
have to be faced. The last figures in regard
to* Newcastle show that th: average cost
works out at £1 Is. 5d. per ton. Bowen
might be able to place coal eon the market
at £1 1s. 6d. per ton, but the average cost
that I have obtained regarding 3tyx River
works out at about £1 Ts. per ton.

Mr. Hamrtoey: The Styx River mine has
not been opened up yet. It has not developed
Leyond the prospecling stage.
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Mr. FOLEY : T am spcaking of the figures
that are available up to date. I would say
to hon. members who represent clectorates
adjoining State coal mines that they should
rot pull their legs in respect to the possi-
bilities of an export trade in coal unicss the
production costs can be reduced below those
at present obtaining. Those are rcal live
facts to be considered. With regard fo
cutting down production costs ut Blair Athol,
T wish to say that the possibilities ¢f pro-
ducing coal there at a very low price are
very favourable, kut no company could pos-
sibly undertake to instal steam shovels,
expensive machinery, and remove many hun-
dreds of thousands of cubic yards of over-
burden to open up the seam unless they could
get a guarantec that coal users in the Ea§t
will take their coal in considerable quanti-
ties, With our present development we could
supply from Blair Athol somewhere in the
vicinity of 1,000 to 1,500 tons of coal a day
from one mine; but I would not advise
the company to go in for any expen-
sive machirery until it could be proved
that they could sell their coal at a
price landed in the East which would com-
mand a trade. I do not intend to deal any
further with that matter beyond giving a
word of warning to the Minister to get busy
regarding our State coal mines and find
out what are the causes of the present handi-
caps. There is no use blinking our cyes to
the fact that the cost of production at all our
State coal mines is excessively heavy. That
is rocognised by all men who have any know-
lcdge of the industry. The hon. gentleman
should sec whether the causes are adwinistra-
tive, whether they are due to the managers,
{5 the men working in the mines, or whether
they are all partly blamable. He should get
to the bottom of it, and try to reduc: the
costs in the interssts of the State coal mines.

At 5.25 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morvew.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.





